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The Royal Message

■ • ■ . . . .  my sympathy in all that passes in your lives is unabating
................. Throughout the civilised world the foundations of soical
order have been tested by war and ch an ge .............. India has been
called to face new and special problems of her own.......................
That.............. you w.II bring those problems to an issue worthy o
your historic past and of happiness for your future, that all disquieting 
" 'll vanish in well-ordered progress, is my earnest wish and my coi 
hdent belief. Your anxieties and your rejoicings are my own. In a 
tha, may touch your happiness, in all that gives you hope and pro 
motes your welfare, I feel with you in the spirit of sympathy.

l'HOM THE l;u Ya L MESSAGE READ OUT BY THE 
FRIDGE OF IF A LEE, BOMBAY, EOF. 17 th. 1M1
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H. R . H. I he Duke’s Appeal

’Since i landed I have felt around me bitterness- aiyj estrange 
ment between those who have been and should b i friends. The 
shadow of Amritsar has lengthened over the fair face of India.
I know how deep is the concern felt by His Majesty the King-
Smperor at the terrible chapter of the events in the Punjab .........

...............  misunderstanding usually means mistakes on either
'do ...............  I appeal to you all—British and Indian—to bury
long with the dead past the mistakes and misunderstandings of 
be past, to forgive where you have to forgive, and to join hands 

and work together to realise the hopes that arise from to-day.

P'HOM TEE INAUGURAL SPEECH IN OPENING 
TEE NEW COUNCIL AT DELHI, .TAN. 1921
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H I
^^Chronicle of Events

January 1921
H Events.—Inauguration of the Reformed Legislative Councils by
M > PL cl 's Diike of Connaught—Bengal & Punjab Student upheaval — 

r» »?’ Das’ Jayakar, Prakasam and other leaders’ renunciation for 
me IN'-t, Extensive Agrarian riot in U. P.
1st. All-India Congress Committee at Nagpur appointed Working 

ommittoe of 9 morabsrs and 3 General Secretaries with the Pre- 
^ r' ^ ijiaraghavaohariar, aa Chairman, to carry oat the

i.U.U programme ; Mr. Bomanji donated Ra. 10,000 p.m. till Swaraj 
was attained ; Mr. Jamudal B ij tj donated Ra. 1 lac for supporting 
lawyers who suspend practice.
2nd. Bishop of Lucknow, in a sermon on the occasion of the inau
guration ceremony of the now Reformed Govts, in India, said :__“ It
was not easy for an Englishman to regard men of a darkor com- 
plextion as his equals, socially or intellectually ; it was not easy 
for an Englishman to serve under an Indian as his superior officer” . 
“ rd. New constitution under the Reform Act formally inaugurated 
in all Provinces at head-quarters ; new Governors, Executive 
Councillors and Ministers took oath and charge of office.
, r, ^ rtn a  Univ. students refused to join Colleges on re-opening 
a °r *c’mas and demanded abolition of Govt, control and nationafi- 
satmn of Education.
V ,  Mission (Sir Henry Dobbs, Mr. Prior, Genl. Muspratt,
* awab Sir Mir Shan Sbah, Mr. Cbeson, Col. Ross, I. M. S. & Capt.

anna; cr° 8S6d Afghan frontier en*route to Kabul, to negotiate 
6 t !1  ̂ n  ^oaoe vvith Afghanisthan.

’ at‘ break of agrarian riot in Eai Bareili— 300 Kisan pea- 
san a of Forsatgunj assembled in protest against the arrest of 3 of 

eir ‘seders for organising Kisan (peasant) movemont against 
oppressions of thoir landlords, and wore fired upon by the Police— 7 
Cited, many wounded—disturbances continued for sovoral days, 
every day mob fired upon by police and hundreds of Kisana marched 
°ti to prison. Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru, the N-C-0 leader, who wont 
‘ o settle disputes and preach non-violence was ordered y the 
Magistrate to leave station.
' j  • Mr. N. M. Joshi of the servant of India declined Govt, olfer 
0! C. I. E. as its possession was incompatible with the idoa! of 
renunciation and poverty of his society,
i "*■ Punjab Council— First session of the new Reform 'd Legis
lative Council opened by Governor Sir Edward Maclagan.

1(a)
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VV ostoi Hayward, llb, Bar at-Law ; Sir Cheman Lai Hari Lai 
Setalvad, K t.

Ministers—The Hon’bles Khan Bahadur Shaik Ghularn 
Husain Hidayatullah ; Mr. C. V. Mehta, MA. l.l b  ; Mr. R. P. 
Paran.iapye, B sc ; m.a

g o v e r n m e n t  o f  m a d r a s

Head Quarter— Madras
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Ji3umiHNOR— His Excellency Sir William Mariis K C S.I. K O.I.K ; 
Members of Executive Council— The Hon’ bles Mr. Abdul 

Mazid; Mr. William James Reid.
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1= 1 3Jai. iPatria Congress Gommittee considered a eub-committeeVSfcbil . 
’ oi*--*aootfng at Mariha and ■ Loharipattia by a rnob helped by 

constables and chowkidars at the connivance of the Sub-Inspector.
Punjab Students Conference hold at Gujranwala attended by 

2000 Punjab student delegates, presided over by Dr. Kitchlew—  
passed resolutions endorsing N-C 0  programme— Lala Lajpat Rai 
addressed and congratulated them for their patriotic work— D. A. V. 
College closed for a fortnight.
31st. Sth. session of the Scienco Congress opened by the Governor 
Lord Ronaldshay at Calcutta, began its sittings with Sir R. N. 
Mukberji as president.

Congrees Working Committee met at Calcutta from 31 et Janu
ary to 4th February and passed long string of resolutions on 
constructive N-C-0 work.

February 1921
Chief Events—H. R. H. The Duke of Connaught inaugurated the. Princes 

Chamber, the Council of State and the Legislative Assembly, Delhi—Collapse 
ot ihe Students’ non-co-operation movement—Sittings of the new Reformed 
Legislative Councils.
1st. M. Gandhi addressed bis famous letter to tho Duke explaining 

>n-co-operation and emphasising that- “ wo desire to live in terms of 
midship with Englishmen, but that friendship must bo tho friend- 

equals, both in theory and in practice” — No response from 
iko.

Bengal Council formally opened by the Duke.
“ n“ - Mr' Sri,liYMa Sastry at Bombay attempted to apeak against 
iVC-O at a meeting but was mobbed by students and other non-co- 
operators.
3td. New Reformed Indian Legislative Houses— the Council of 
.,t;ito and the Legislative Assembly— formally brought, into existence 
at Delhi— members took the oatb of allegiance.
4 .. M. Gandhi opened the first National College in Calcutta in a 
spacious four storied building at Wellington Square,
•Jtn. Informs! meeting of Council of State and Legislative Assembly 
at Delhi ‘ a settle agenda of work.

All India Railwayman's Conference held at Bombay for 3 days 
with Rai Sabah Cbaitldrika Prnsad as president.
i v j r  :prv n ?  in Mfllabar started by Magistrate Mr. Thomas ioibidding N -o-0  meetings in Cfdieut.
7,u ope" etl National College at Patna.
b e 'r n t n  Council inaugurated b„ Lord SjnhalUe Governor, at Patna in the new Council Ilall.

| ^ \ \ \  CWWNlCLM OF KVKNfs  [fki/ uaW



cnnuMuLh: up k Ve n TS C r \¥
(*■( JSjH. the Puke of Connaught arrived at Delhi inVSfch®.
V ^ P I W ™ 88 of welcome was presented on behalf of tbo MnJili-  J 

People standing off—hartal in town.
^ ffth  session of Bengal Council held— motion to reduce Execu- 

Hve Councillors from 4 to 2 carried by 74 to 31 votes.
°  h ' , , f  inaugurated at Delhi the new Chamber of Princes 
attended by almost all tho Indian Princes and their suite— a Royal 
Proclamation was read out.

Annual meeting of U. P. Kisban Sabha under Pundit Motilal 
Eoliru held at Allahabad— 7000 Kishans attended ; N-C-0 adoptod. 
dtn, Lhe Duke inaugurated tho Council of State and the Legisla
tive Assembly at Delhi under Royal Warrant.

Bengal Council— private motion for reduction of number of 
Ministers lost by official majority,

Punjab Govt, passed orders on Lala Lajpat Iiai prohibiting him 
from entering or remaining in the N. W. Frontier Province, as he 
was enquiring into popular grievances

Mass meeting of Delhi citizens under Dr. Ansari condemned 
the new Reformed Legislatures as unrepresentative in character and 
risked the public to boycott and non co operate.
10th. H. R. H. the Duke laid the foundation stone of the All 
India War Memorial at Delhi.
i l t h .  Bengal Council— keen debate on tho question* of the 
Minister’s salaries— resolutions proposing a reduction were dofeatod 
14th. Council of State first met at Delhi— Hon Mr. Sastri’s resolu
tion on repeal of repressive Laws carried after an animated discussion.

Madras Council first session opened by Governor.
U. I , Council first meeting— animated debate over a ‘loyally’ 

resolution amended by tho strictures of tho Independents condem
ning repressive policy of Govt, in Rae Bareilly.

Legislative Assembly met at Delhi— animated debate 
on Mr. Dwarlcadas motion on Punjab tragedy which was passed 
except the clause on punishment of the guilty Punjab officials.

B. A O, Council first meeting at Patna— resolution expressing 
satisfaction at Lord Sinha’s appointment as Governor passed.

Madras Council— Govt, defeated over Mr P. Ska Rac’s motion 
regarding settlement operations by 76 to 17 votes,
16 h. Repression in Calicut— Messrs. Yakub Hossaiu, Govind 

euon and A-C O loaders arrested and sentenced for 6 mouths for 
disobeying executive order of Magistrate Mr. Thomas not to hold a 
meeting—groat agitation in M alabar-the first spark o f Malabar 
conflagration.

hi the Conned of State, De,hi) La]a Sukbir Singh’s Resolution 
tor helping indigenous medicine was defeated by 32 to 11 votes.



G O V T ' O F TH E  UN1TED PRO VIN CES /  '

\. \ J  ‘ j Head Quarter— Lucknow I
xJ ^ T ^ ^ ernor— H. E. Sir Spencer Harcourt Butler, k .c.s i., c i e.

Members of Executive C o u n c il  —Hon’ bles L. C. Porter, c  s.i. 
Raja Sir Muhammad Ali Muhammad Khan Bahadur K.C.I.E., of 
Mubaroudabad.

Ministers— Hon’bles C. Y . Chintamani ; Pt. Jagat Narayan.

GOVERNMENT OF BURMA

Head Quarter—Rangoon V
Lieutenant-Governor—The Hon’ble Sir Reginald Henry 

Craddock, k.C.S.i ,
Official Members—Council of the Lieutenant-Governor, 

Hon’bles Fredoric Lewisohn, M.A.; Robert Edward Vaughan Arbuth- 
not ; John Mark Somers Hunter, M.A. ; Walter Booth Gravely ; 
Hebert Edward West Martindell ; William Henry Lawson Cabell ; 
Lieut-Col Frederic Ralph Nethersole ; Hugh Ernest MacColl ; Peter 
Edwin Jamieson ; Edward Cbeke Smalley Shuttleworth ; James 
MacKenna.
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f 1 f j f f  Uj S'. Council passed after amendment Mr. Zafar iM t o i l ’s 
\v\r|8|httiab exempting members of Council from taking out linJi t s i  
'^ jfrtdgr^rm s Act.

h7th7 Mr. Hasan Ali’s resolution that one-fourth of I. C. S. posts 
in each province be kept for P. C. S. men was carried against 
Government in the Legislative Assembly, Delhi, by 69 to 32 votes. 
Sir Shivaswami Iyer’s resolution on the Esher report demanding 
that its proposals be not acted upon and that ibe Army in India 
should be entirely under control of Government of India was passed 
after being whittled down by Government amendments.
1 8 t h .  M a d r a s  C o u n c i l — a n i m a t e d  d e b a t e  o n  m o t i o n  f o r  a d j o u r n 
m e n t  o n  r e p r e s s i o n  in  M a la b a r  e n d i n g  in  t h e  i m p r i s o n m e n t  o f  M r .  
Y a k u b  H a s s a n — S i r  T h i a g a r a y a  s u p p o r t e d  r e p r e s s i o n  e v e n  m o r e  
s t r o n g l y  t h a n  G o v e r n m e n t  m e m b e r s ,

1 9 t h .  Mass meeting of 70.000 at Bombay under the auspices of 
Khilafat League ventilated Khilafat. grievances and Government 
repression—congratulated Mr. Yakub Hassan imprisoned in Calicut 
and resolved to boycott the Duke.

New Bombay Council firBt met for taking oath of allegiance 
preparatory to formal opening by the Duke on 23rd.

Bengal Moderates under Sir Surendranatb met at Dalhousio 
Institute, Calcutta, to form Reiorros Associations all over the 
province to combat N-C-0 and to do propaganda work.

M. Gandhi at a huge mass meeting, at Gujranwala, referred to 
repression in Kerala and imprisonment of Mr. Yakub Hassan, and 
asked all to non co-operate— he also strongly condemned the popular 
habit of hooting out eminent leaders such as Sastri, Sir Surendra 
nath and others.

Repression in U. P .— At Fatebpur Babu Bans Gopal, a Vakil, 
arrested for N, C. 0 . activity— Magistrate prohibited protest meetings. 
2 0 t h .  ihe horriblo Nankana massacre in the Punjab in w h i c h  1150 
Ai.ali Sikhs (pilgrims) were diabolically butchered and burnt to 
ashes by the Mahant’s party.
2 1 s t .  The Duke arrive 1 at Bombay in State—Corporation pro
fited  address— popular meetings held all over city advocating 

boycott of official functions.
Bengal Council— Budgot introduced.
U, P. Council— resolutions to reduce salary of Ministers lost 

after a heated debate,
Calcutta student strike ended— 60% rejoined College.

2 2 n d .  Dr. Cbolkar, Vice-President, Nagpur Municipality, arrested 
pleaching against liquor traffic— Government order served on 

Dr. I aranjpye not to ‘ annoy ’ aud 1 obstruct liquor traffic.’

//A £ ^ S\ chi'oh ] cl]' oi< ]■ vi: i\ is  [ W ^ aky
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r  \ ^S'Sg'iflktive Assombly, DjIhi, passed resolution for a comnaMilu 
\ ~ r i b  and report on tho repeal of the Indian Press Act

2 3 rd .;-R io t at Nagpur over picketing of liquor shops and on Dr, 
ChoTkar’s arrest— Mob broke up liquor shops and was fired upon by 
police— whole town in hirtal— next day public meetings, etc., gagged 
under S. 144. Cr. Pr. Code.

Calicut Municipal council protested against the Malabar repres
sion—its chairman, Mr. C. V. Narayana Morion resignod in protest.

Mr, Lalubhai Samaldas’s motion in Council of State demanding 
full fiscal autonomy for India passed with tho Government amend
ment : subject to Government of India A ct.”

Tho Duke inaugurated the Bombay Council.
24th. P u n j a b  C o u n c i l  — B u d g e t  p r e s e n t e d .

Bombay Council— Budget presented.
27th. Madras city and province went on Hartal as a mark of indig
nation against Government for its repressive policy at Calicut and 
9a PnPr'8Onm0n*; °f Messrs. Yakub Hasan, Gopal Menon and party. 
2 8 t h .  Close of tho Duke’s tour— Duko left India from Apollo 
Bunder, Bombay— His farewell mossage.

B. & 0. Council— resolutions on reduction of Ministers’ salaries 
f ofeated after 4 hours’ debate.

M a rch  1921
undem'he J’“vent® : Budget session of the Reiormed Councils—Budgets
vinciil fv.nin ru es Presented- proposals for fresh taxations—Bengal Pro- 
Congress ( 'o m m i? ' Nagpur po|,ce fire—Rajshahi Jail outbreak—All-India 

ee at Bezwada laying down plan for immediate work.
1 s t .  I m p e r i a l  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y  ; F i n a n c i a l  S t a t e m e n t  p r e 
sen  Li b y  M r .  H a i l e y ,  t h e  F i n a n c e  M e m b e r — b u d g e t  d e f i c i t  1 2  
c r o r e s  ; n e x t  t a x a t i o n  p r o p o s e d  2 0  c ro r e s .

Bengal Legislative council :— Budgot debate,
2nd. Sikh mass meeting at Calcutta expressed sorrow and indigna
tion at the Nankana Sahib tragedy.

Rai J, N Mazumdar’s resolution in the Legislative Assombly 
*e quality of status and allowances of members of both the Houses 
°f the Indian Legislature was carried.

Mr. C. R. Das ordered by tho Dt. Magistrate, Mymensing, not 
0 outer the town ; this led to complete hartal, on which the order 

was subsequently cancelled.
f l o '  t*16 ^ ouno*l State Mr. Sastri moved for an amendment 

o .h0 Cr. P. Code and other enactments so as to secure safeguards 
against suppression of riots and unlawful assemblies hjf indiscrimi
nate use ot fire-arms by the Police.

CHRQNlCLti OF EVENTS / . - ’-IS
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( f f  CHRONICLE OF E V E N T S
\ • V Mm  / ? / th 8  C .  P .  C o u n c i l  a r e s o l u t i o n  f o r  s t o p p i n g  t h e  ( x o v & ’ e i 

o n u s  w a s  p a s s e d .  KjrJk-J
the Delhi Legislative Assembly Mr. M. Yamin Khan’s 

resolution asking for a Commission to investigate into the “ rie- 
vancas of the people leading to non-co-operation was lost.
the Nanlrana f 1 %,dr0S3od t*le ^'^hs at Rahoro in connection with 

g9dT a“ .d .oh“ rised the action of the Mahant and 
party as a second edition of Dyerism— Akalis adopted N-C-O.

7th h T  ‘ : F lU a n o ia l  S c a t e m o , l t  ^ r  1 9 2 1 - 2 2  p r e s e n t e d .
/ t n .  B u d g e t  d e b a t e  iu  th e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y ,  D e lh i ,

nf ^ alcu“ a prosidi,,S at a meeting in connection with the
n o t  t o  , /  t e c h n o l o g y  S i r ' A ' C h o n d b u r i  a d v i s e d  y o u n g m e n
ad thev h‘ kte| a® spln'‘Ulg-'vheel with women and to throw away
for their o in 6a 7  bUttOUSe ^  mental a,ld ph" 3ical re.ouroe. for their own advancement and the benefit of their country.

i n  the  C o u n c i l  o f  S t a t e ,  D e l h i ,  S i r d a r  J o g i n d r a  S i n - h ’ s r e s o lu -

a d  r T “ i,lg the r0l9aS6 °f »*■“ «•  d«  without9 trial
Puiiiah in f q ,  q tm?™ 0Ded b7 Martial Law Courts in theunjab in 1.119 was withdrawn on Govt pressure.
the separation rS” ' ^  Stat! '  Delhi’ Mr’ Bhorgri’s resolution for 
aaer d'iscussTon "  a“ d JUdi°ial fuuotions —  withdrawn

S u t  0SrUlpanCoH Pt' ,JaT ar, U1 NehlU servod with notice under 
n de arid orderori t° leave the placo. 

i m . M l» Cooucii.-lBudget debate.
H th . Ju Pthn ° ‘ ludia,‘ ®aula Committee published at Delhi, 
questions on the ^°QUI|ci* Lt' S 'r,iar Raghubir Singh asltfd
S "  , ; p|yN ," k,n* S*b,b « " « >  “ 1 “

d i s c i p l i n a r y  ^ bU b° '*  f C "  K u n a r u ’ s r e s o i u i i o n  t o  t a k e

. 1> IU  L  Z Z i S : X . Z ‘ " b“ • * >  -  « • *  «  M“ -
s l t ' t a r i t J 3  Hm e H i , ' 8f n  a “ d  " “ " - o f f i c ia l s  a t  th e  Patna

t t , H .  o f  D a r b h a n g a  p r o t e s t e d  a g a in s t  t h e  r e p r e s s iv e  
m e a s u r e s  o f  G o v t  a n d  a p p e a le d  f o r  c o - o p e r a t f o , , .  H e  p o i n t e d  o u t  
. 1. t u n r e s t  w a s  d u e  t o  e c o n o m i c  ca u s e s  a n d  suggested as r e m e d y  

tun in t r o d u t i o r i  o f  c h a r k a  a n d  h a n d - l o o m ,  e s t a b l i s h m o t  o f  p a n c h a y e ts .  
a n d  a d v o c a t i n g  t e m p e r a n c e - t h e  N - C  0  c o n s t r u c t i v e  p r o g r a m m e .

. J'- <r0PeaI,' non official members of the Council of State and 
Kmnrr?m 85 ̂  y .cabi®d t0 Rord Ampthill protesting against 

who were distr|.om“ ltlM’ forracd tlf  the Sydenham gang in London 
opinion jn H W  /  he eituation iu India and exasperating publio
S  *° lb "  M  4 ” k>bl“  » 1 H  I .  rep l/t * « W



r  [ M p - J f j  Government issued communique stating that th ^ iH lO  
\' .m lV;i»'nii-i,t was revolutionary and anarchical and that it waS^TOe  ̂

d^ ly^W ll servants of the Crown to counteract it ; the Government 
encouraged all officials to participate in counter political movements 
10 scamp out N-C 0.

m o m m e n ' d i *  C ° U" oii  M r ' M ' S h a h  N m ’s r e s o l u t i o n
w a s  r e ie c t o r i  ftG °, ' t 0  ° X t e ' id  a t n n e s t y  t o  M a r t i a l  L a w  p r i s o n e r s

recommending Govt^to ^t Nar6ndra Na' h’S resolutionof nersona I V  V 0 aPPomt a Committee to consider what class
paid was aJ!«h? 18ufrered dur'"g  fche Martial Law regime should be 
17th 1 co,opted ln an amended form.
noliee „ J !  f the Ben?al Council amotion for the reduction of the 

U rt Wf 8 carned hy a non-official majority. 
rn m rfu f1 t  ^ omkay Council tho motion for the appointment of n.

in possibility of effeoting

S i n g lntothth fc n v b( rC0U,nil Mr', M‘ Chi*\V* reso‘1ution recom- Table Pn, f ”  Cover nor-General in Council to arrange a Round

thcpeopw X c ^ i e rd8eCUrin8COOPerati0n betW60n th0 Ge> "-  aIld
Officers sluivi 1 !J 9  C°uncil a resolution recommending that £?,f,
was withdraw,retfalnifr° m tb0 pol,cy ° f rePressi°n against N -C-0 r Ll r n after discussion.

a", ,1q legislative Assembly tho Finance Bill was passed 
the Lucknow ' u j '  H -E ' the Gover" or laid ^ e  foundation stone of 
20th Rioc, nivers,ty-
refuge till’^ i n f o ^  BareiIi.in which the police were forced to take 
tho ring leaders Pn 8 arrlved 1 rioters armed with spears and

. Sikh Gurdwara PnPtUr6d *\th S0m6 difficulty- 
resistance in the o J uimittee, Amritsar, resolved to take to passive
were arrested in 0t t îe ^ ovt- nofc releasing those Sikhs who
23rd. In the r ' l t , ' ° n with the Gurudwara Reform movement, 
policy of the Govt' Assembly Sir AY. Vincent laid down the
talked of the necessity;h reference to N C O and its alleged evils and 
2 4 t h .  Raishahi i„:i , , ,ng repressive measures to put it down. 
They were mho™' out'hreak ; 669 convicts broke out and escaped, 
convicts refused to 6? > °Jertaken by the police who fired when the 
coolies v hr, 3 .rrsfider-— a few were killed ; also some innocent 
belief that , i , " ! re lndlacr'miliately fired upon on the mistaken 
owing to min were convicts;—panic in the district prevailed 

4t N p  8?° US po.llco action-
caps • this woo nJeeU"e Nagpur the people burnt their foreign 
r i  polffie fir0 '  g,,mingOf thB tr0llbl,> "’hich n" d« ! i" riots 

2

/||r® Nv1̂  c h r o n i c l e  of  e v e n t s  ( n t 7



xjS* ’ G°%\
1IIR O N IC LE  OF E V E N T S

I Siath India N°n-ferahman Conference, 4th session o iiU S ilr
\ V ^ 5 ^ V UM Sabeb M- V' Naidu presiding— continued on nexM av. 
K^epretelous passed among others condemning N-C-0 and the finvt' 

on^tha Punjab wrongs. '
a . Pefcit- 1S fy . Imp. Indian Citizenship Association, 

orwarded resolution of the Assoc : to Govt, of India urging creation
w i t V n n p r r e  P° rt, o h o  t0 b ?  h e ld  b y  au I n d ‘ an M e m b e r  f o r  d e a l i n g  
w i t h  q u e s t i o n s  r e la t in g  t o  Indians a b r o a d .

Mr. L.  ̂B. Bhopatkar 0f Poona Bar suspended practice in 
pursuance of N.C.O and devoted himself to Congress work.
7, , KeadinS appointed V iceroy— Iligb Tory circles in
Lugland led by Morning Tost and Telegraph condemned the appoint-

Z L “f , i T  " "  “ ™  oi Urd E”*dl”* >* «™
N-C-0 procession, Madras, proclaimed boycott of Duke.
Uelln Piece Goods Merchants Association adopted N C O 

and stopped .mport of Manchester goods for six months ? ^
10th. H, R. H the Du*e of Connaught landed in Madras

: r s * s t r r
1o,i,Algban L)urbar formally received British Mission, 

p e„ 61v,a Students’ strike in Calcutta.
Legislative Council ° f Conuau8hfc inaugurated the... Madras

th-  »

A - T -

SWA— — “ * 22
J S k e S S T g a K " ^ ^ 8̂ 6̂ 8 Str0"etb ; "<” «» marbod
by lying flat on the pavement. ° U by Stnk°r8 barripg pa8Sage

piactice and gave^'ia^Ue and6proper"? SUSpended
movement. Animated scones in Calcify P l -  tbL "on-co-operation 

Addressing a large meet P T  ^I3 Phenomenal sacrifice.
0 .  F .  A n d r e w s  a d v o c a t e d ‘ ' ! " l f  ,C a l o u t t a  i n d e n t s ,  t h e  R e v .

2o i h % l T ' ,&t the8GuUappbi* w ^ 7 k Z ™ *m .*Dd porfoct'



( * ( ° rHpisafipn, e.q., night schools, village hanke, co-operativ^ltarls,
' ‘ e t d /-Wtaken up by the student strikers. k J ^ L j

Bombay Corporation resolved to present address to the Duke 
in tho name of the people inspito of N-C-0 opposition.
21st. Bengal Muslim Assoc, under M. Emamuddin started anti- 
N-C O campaign with a handful of Muslim loyalists.

Bofore the Railway Committee Sir P. Tbyagaraya Chetti gavo 
sensational evidence at Madras exposing how the Indian Railways 
gave preference to British merchants over Indians.
22nd. The reformed U. P. Legislative Council opened at Lucknow ; 
Governor Sir H. Butler in a strong address said that the enemies 
of the Reforms— meaning N C-O— wanted the expulsion of Western 
Civilisation and reversion to the unsettled times before British 
advent, which, he said, his Government would quell by all forces 
at his command.
23rd. Punjab Govt, with the approval of Govt, of India declared 
Jullunder Dist. a proclaimed area.

Bombay mass meeting under M. M. Chotani appealed to people 
to boycott Duke’s visit to Bombay and condemned the corporation’s 
decision to present the address.

Madras Labour meeting to relieve distress of mill-hands locked 
out by Buckingham Mill for last 3 months and to protest again' 
unjust methods pursued by the European capitalists backed 
officials to break up the labourers’ unions.
24th. Students’ upheaval at Lahore.

Annual General meeting of the European Association at Cap 
with Mr. Morgan in the chair ; in his presidential address, bo 
wanted Europeans to be prepared for the coming struggle with 
Indians ; and Lt.-Col. Fraser moved a resolution demanding Gov
ernment to penalise non-co-operation and take drastic actions.

Second Annual Session of the Associated European Chamber 
of Commerce held at Royal Exchange, Calcutta, 12 European 
Chambers of India being represented and also many high European 
officials. Governor Ronaldshay presided-and delivered a long dis
course on the relation of capital and labour and expressed satis 
faction that in the last International Labour Conference at 
Washington India was fortunate in having Sir Alexander Murray, 
president of the Bengal Chamber, nominated by the Indian * • .
as the spokesman of Indian Labour !!!
2 8 t h .  H .  R .  I I .  t h e  D u k e  a r r i v e d  a t  Calcutta a m i d s t  c o m p l e t o  
h a r t a l  in  t h e  I n d i a n  q u a r t e r ,
29th. Mahatma Gandhi at Calcutta addressed several meetings 
on the Dnke’s boycott and on collections of tbe TMhk Swaraj 
Fund,— 14 vakils _f Guntur suspended practice.

C E E b F IC tE  OF EVENTS  I



' • \ 'Bengal Provincial Conference at Barisal ; Mr. B, C. I m i l i o i
v f ^ s,A ellt’ 80 *°"e ? staunch Non-Co-operator, now turned coat ahdm 

bi* atjdresa emphasised the necessity of compromise with Great Britain* 
he condemned the tendency to ignore what English education and 
British administration had done for India. The Conference refused 
to fodow him and accepted N-C-0 and Mr. Das’s lead.
26th. All India Vakils’ Conference at Allahabad held under the 
presidency of Mr. C. P. Ramaswami Iyer of Madras.
2 7 t h .  Mob riot at Nagpur ; liquor shops looted and their contents 
burnt ; ponce arrested 30 men indiscriminately.

T h e  B en ga l  P r o v i n c i a l  C o n f e r e n c e  c o n c l u d e d  a t  B a r isa l  ; a 
n u m b e r  o» r e s o lu t i o n s  o n  a v a r i e t y  o f  s u b j e c t s  w e r e  p a s s e d  • M r  B .

. i>al waa f r e q u e n t l y  i n t e r r u p t e d  in  his  s p e e c h  f o r  l a y i n g  d o w n  his  
v i e w s  a g a i n s t  t h e  C o n g r e s s  a n d  h a d  t o  w i t h d r a w .
2 8 t h .  N a g p u r  E u r o p e a n  M a g i s t r a t e  w i t h  an a r m e d  p o l i c e  o p e n e d  
iro  o n  m o b  w’ b o ,  it  w a s  a l l e g e d ,  a t t a c k e d  t h e  p o l i c e .

In  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y  S i r  S i v a s w a m i  I y e r  m o v e d  a l o n g
s r n n g  0 f ^ s o l u t i o n s  o n  t h e  E s h e r  C o m m i t t e e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  
w n io n  w e ’ fo  c a r r i e d .

j 0 t h ' .V C ’ U ' ? 0V,t ' ? r ess  C o m m » ! d q u o  i s s u e d  o n  t h e  N a g p u r  s h o o t -  
i m g  a n d  m o b  riot, l a y i n g  t h e  b l a m e  o n  N - C - O .

? n L l m e £ \ h l h e pnma h ? .r?  “ u nicip1a l i , y  F a r r a r ,  t h e  p r e s id e n t ,“  Z  t  t B° " ™ e o  t h a t  t h e  g r o u n d  o n  w h ic h  th e  Lawrence
Statue stands belonged to the Govt, and that the Municipality had

committee ih*A h“ Vtatue s lo u ld T  8 r0e‘)lutio" ° f tbe
tion which greatly humiliated Indians "  “  b° r°
that in -n itB rfin ««gr*ea8 Committee meeting at Bezwada decided 
call for civh^isoberhe'iice. r0pr88alve ™ a™res it was not time yet to

A p r i l  1 9 2 1

ferei^e—ReTormi and^Cn^8"^6 N‘ceroyalty—The Erode KbiUht Con-
by Govt, in U P “  SfaUW p S * ,s“ ."fare,LCe,7 A" “ -N-C^ ) " » » P ai« n ;tnr,E- 
palam Police outra^e-MaUgaon riou? * C a m Pa'8"-Nagpur riots-Otla-

p " d ', Btt o f  t h e  R t  H o n ’ b l e  E a r l  o f  R e a d i n g ,  a n d
fo r  F n c k n d  V  ^  V ' ° Cr0y? lty  o f  I n d i a ' L o r d  C h e l m s f o r d  sa i le d
n reoIv t o  I n  J a " *  u U a r e d  hia Pronouncement o f  “ J u s t i c e ”  in reply t o  a n  address p r e s e n t e d  b y  the B o m b a y  M u n ic i p a l i t y

cd f < , f £ 8n e x l  tewoaff v ’ ferfiMr  J.rode commended und'eontinu-
A'.id Kalam Ay 1 T /i ’ !t ! 1 ’ 1 l’-v fhe Ali Brothers, Mpulona 

fialam Azad, Hakim Ajmal Khan and 5,000 Ulemas and

' C0l% \
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Is ( vUMersj * iThe All-India Jamiatul-Ulema’s resolution was 
ecir^M r' Mahomed Ali made bis famous speech on Afghan 
of India and the duties of Moslems which led subsequently to a great 
controversy.
4 t h .  H o n .  M r .  R a z a  A l i  i s s u e d  a p p e a l  t o  M .  G a n d h i  t o  s u s p e n d  
N - C  O  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  e n a b l e  t h e  n o w  V i c e r o y  t o  sea  a n d  j u d g e  t h i n g s  
f o r  h i m s e l f .

5 t h .  Lala Lajpat Rai at Bombay delivered a lecturo on the present 
situation in which he charged the Moderates as guilty of 'high 
treason’ for their supporting the Bureaucracy.
6th. Satyagraha Day ; hartal was observed at Lucknow, Lahore, 
Agra, Nagpur, Karachi and many other places.

U .  P. Govt, addressed a circular to subordinate officials urging 
and authorising them to fight N-C O openly and by all moans in 
their power and to organise and lead the Moderates with the ex
press object of strangling the N-C O movement.
7 i h .  Lala Lajpat Rai addressing a workmen’s meeting at Bombay 
urged them to join the Congress, he said that unless Swarajya was 
obtained their lot would never improve.
8 t h .  Mass meeting in Madras held under Mr, Rajagopalachariar 
to inaugurate N-C-0 work as laid down at Bozwada— M. Gandhi 
explained the programme to bo followed by aP N-C O workers.

In the Punjab Council Hon. Mr. Fazl-i-Hossain presented tho 
Koport of tho Select Committee on the Sikh Gurudwara and Shrine 
Bill ; tho four Sikh members added strong minutes of dissent ; 
the consideration of the Bill was accordingly postponed.
9th. Bengal Reforms Conference at Calcutta under the presidency 
of Hon. P. C. Mitter who spoke admiringly of the constructive side 
of N-C-O ; Sir S. N Bannerjee denounced it and moved a resolution 
that India’s gua) was the attainment of Swaraj within the Empire 

At the Hindu Conference at Hardw, r Pt. Din Duval, th, 
President, vised the N-C-0 movement and said that Swaraiy 
was tho only remedy for tho vario" ailments of India 
10th. Mass N-C-0 meeting at Bombay under Mr. G; iidhi to 
inaugurate tho Bezwada programme.

At u meeting of the Madras Mahajan Sabha under the presi
dency o ’ Mr. L. A. Govindaroghava Iyer, Mr. t .akkari’s ievolution 
that the “  Mahajan Sabha do accept the creed of the Congress as 
adopted at the Nagpur Session ” was put and after hot discufsiu 
carri d by a large majority,
11 fh. At a J-0’ 0  meeting at Calcutta Mr. C. R. Dass addre ing 
students explained what was Swaraj and unsuccessfully urged 
them to boycott schools and colleges once morn,
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1 • ' j S ,  J A llia" w t,Ia Bas}» A n i v e r s a r y ;  national mourning day and , 
v̂ er ve(* a over India.

reply to Mr. Raza Ali’s suggestion to suspend the N-C-0
2 “ ®" °^d er ‘ ° gi.vf  ! j0rd fa d in g  a change to study the Indian 
1- blem, M. Gandhi said thao there was nothing in the atmosphere to 
prevent sucti study ; that whatever disturbance there might be were 
0̂ h " teMbyr,tbeo aUth0riti0S by fboir u" holy activities 6 

B ' , ,  r- y- R' Das opened the National Medical Institute in the 
lorbes Mansions at Wellington Square, Calcutta.

Bengal Provincial Congress Committee on the motion of Mr.
G. K. Das resolved that Municipalities, Dt. & Local Boards and 
Union Committees should not be boycotted at that stage.
when, t t e 'T a t f l  resistance at Mulshi Peta, Poona.
Tnd for this Gov, „ H " T  r °  T ?  a dam 1,1 tbe rivers Nira-Mula ,, i i  ,J>'" u,’ der the Land Acquisition Act had to acauire
turned out°Uo 7 fh Ve i r T SJ th° , farraers of the villages refused be 
resistance and reS01’ ted to Sat^ a h a  or passive

S ' l t  d l r o r ” b .*T .,M”i “ ri P“ * r lin“ d “
1 *5 . S S L -  -T Z Z

i S L Z T m T i !  ol. tk» Millowncrs' A „oc . under the
demand, of labour theTm r a1dcess ke referred fo the
the cotton import ’ dn,v 1 , / l ' ™  agitation against the raising of
Sir Dinsbaw Wacha urged tbe^!™  ?.ues! 'or’ ,ot ImPeria) preference ; 
output of Indian Min ’ ■ , ece' 8' y o  taking steps to increase the
20th i P r l ! 8 " °\dV °  C0IJ° witb tb0 " '^ a s e d  demand.
unde; Sec 124T b p C '' ”  °* th° ^  at Lahoro

BahoLU A m ritsT lndS h  tT *  COmtnuni(lue declared the Districts of
the sTdi tious^Meetiiigs^Act^for'k*T It ^the date on '  a,UI: 'her Period of six months from
21st Judgment d-H 1>rev,I(!US f  ra|lar declaration ceased to operate.
Tl persons srx aC d Vr dJn« the Nagpur ^iot case ; out ofo o ! irt e,5  ^quitted and five sentenced to R. r

p o l i t i c a l  P a r t y  ca l led 8 ! lie°'f‘ ^ n d ^ iy a n n O U n 0 a d  t h e  forB14ltion o f  a  nPW 
th e  A g a - K h a n  c o n 8e n t e d  to & V " 0* ™ * V°  j " - H .  H .
r e t u r n  t o  I n d ia .  1 10 p a r t y  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  a f t e r  his

m S t . p « k L ^ 6rh6idPi r o f u l S ° m efflrWi tt0dw thepreaiden°y
Police and the non co operators. ' '' ’ 6CnoU9 fra0as botween the



1*1 J ^ A t / t f i p  L a h o r e  M u n i c i p a l  e l e c t i o n s  n o n - c o - o p e r a t o r s  c a ^ m r l d  
0i s e a t s  b y  d e f e a t i n g  t h e  o l d  c o n s e r v a t i v e  c o u n c i l l o r s .  U A —i  

v 2 4 tT a r ^ - -F ir s t  R e f o r m s  C o n f e r e n c e  a t  C a l i c u t  h o l d  u n d e r  t h e  
p r e s i d e n c y  o f  M rs .  A n n i e  B e s a n t  t o  c o m b a t  N - C - 0  ; R e s o l u t i o n s  
p a s s e d  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  R e f o r m s  a n d  c o n d e m n i n g  N - C - O .

M r s .  S a r o j i n i  N a i d u  a d d r e s s e d  a  la r g e  m e e t i n g  o f  l a d i e s  in  
B o m b a y  o n  “ W o m e n  a n d  N a t i o n a l  w o r k ” , in  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  w h i c h  
sh e  e m p h a s i s e d  t h e  p a r t  w h i c h  w o m e n  m u s t  p la y  in  t h e  w o r k  o f  
S w a r a j .  W o m e n  r o s o l v e d  t o  d i s c a r d  t h e  s h a m e  o f  f o r e i g n  c l o t h  a n d  
t a k e  t o  s p i n n i n g  a n d  t o  b a n d - w o v e n  c l o t h .
2 5 t h .  M u r d e r o u s  M o b  o u t b r e a k  a t  M a l e g a o n ,  N a s i k  d i s t r i c t ,  
e n d i n g  in  s e r i o u s  lo ss  o f  l i fe  a n d  p r o p e r t y .

M o b  o u t b r e a k  a t  G i r i d h i ,  S o n t h a l  P e r g h a n a s ,  d u e  t o  a  p o l i c e  
S u b - I n s p e c t o r  r o u g h l y  h a n d l i n g  a  N - C - 0  q u a r r e l .

A t  L u c k n o w  t h e  D y .  C o m m i s s i o n e r  t r i e d  t o  i n a u g u r a t e  a t  A n t i -  
R e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e a g u e ,  b u t  i t  e n d e d  in  a n  u p r o a r i o u s  m e e t i n g  o f  
n o n - c o - o p e r a t o r s  u n d e r  t h e  l e a d  o f  M r .  S h a u k a t  A l i .
2 6 t ! i ,  M .  G a n d h i  a t  K a r a c h i  i n t e r v i e w e d  d e p u t a t i o n s  o f  S t u d e n t s  
a u d  K b i l a f a t i s t s  ; he a d d r e s s e d  a  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g  s t r o n g l y  c o n d e m n -  
' n g  d i s o r d e r l y  b e h a v i o u r  in  m e e t i n g s  a u d  t h e  h o l d i n g  o f  u n a u t h o r i s e d  
h a rta ls  ; a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  n o n - o o - o p e r a t i n g  M u n i c i p a l  C o u n c i l l o r s  he  
u r g e d  n a t i o n a l i s a t i o n  o f  e d u c a t i o n  f o r t h w i t h .

A  n e w  o r g a n i s a t i o n  c a l l e d  “ T h e  L e a g u e  o f  P e a c e  a n d  O r d e r ”  
o r m o d  u n d e r  o f f ic ia l  i n s p i r a t i o n  a t  L u c k n o w  t o  c o m b a t  t h e  N - C - 0  

m o v e m e n t ;  M r .  A .  P .  S e n  w a s  o l e c t o d  p r e s i d e n t .
U th .  P u n j a b  P r o v i n c i a l  C o n f e r e n c e  h e ld  a t  R a w a l p i n d i  u n d o r  

t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  o f  H a k i m  Ajru. i. ’  K h a n  ; N - C  O  r e s o l u t i o n s  p a s s e d .

May 1921
. Afs?m Cool.;,e Exodus—Gurkha outrage on coolies at Chandpur-Harta 

Chittagong and ChanHpur—The Afghan “ bogey’' started by
PP Tt 0A9'?vt "r<-*at'dhi-Reading interview—Amritsar Gurdwara move

ment—The All brothers’ Apology Episode.

2 n d .  M a d r a s  G o v t ,  i s s u e d  c o m m u n i q u e  r e v i s i n g  t h e  G o v t .  S e r v a n t s ’ 
C o n d u c t  R u l e s  w h e r e b y  G o v e r n m e n t  s e r v a n t s  p r e v i o u s l y  d e b a r r e d  
- l o m  j o i n i n g  p o l i t i c s  w e r e  n o w  u n j o i n e d  t o  a t t e n d  N - C - 0  m e e t i n g s  
w t t h  p o w e r  t o  b r e a k  t h e m  u p .

- A t  K a r a c h i  S w a m i  G o v i n d a n a n d a  w a s  s e n t e n c e d  t o  y e a r s ’ 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f o r  N - C - 0  w o r k  o n  c h a r g e  o f  s e d i t i o n .  
tj , • I n d i a  S h i a  C o n f e r e n c e  a t  L u c k n o w  u n d e r  H .  H .  M o b d .
. *  lnb , ° f  k J m , )ay  p a s s e d  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  s e n d  d e p u t a t i o n  t o  e n q u i r e  
t o  o  a a i r s  a t  N a j a f  t h e  h o ly  M o s l e m  s h r i n e  o f  w h i c h  w a s  reported 

0 h a v e  b e e u  b o m b a r d e d  b y  t h e  A l l i e s .
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ciiRdNidLu of  u v k n I's
\'. l4 t| |  Gojnpleto hartal at Chittagong as a protest against theVn^ile 

t;3ar?ed'prr teii leaders prohibiting meetings and processions ; irh-rW—̂  
ailterffrKm, at the request of the Collector, matters were settle 
wheroby prohibitory orders were withdrawn and the hartal vye. 
declared at an end.
5 th. Bombay Govt, issued a communique on tho Shikarpur distur
bances of 19t,h April when a mob attacked the meeting of a Sabha 
which had declined to refuse Govt, grants, causing damages and 
injuring eoveral persons ; armed police wa3 requisitioned who drove 
away the mob and arrested six men.

At a meeting of the Gurudwara Prabandhak Committee, Amrit
sar, under the presidency of S. Sundar Singh Ramgharia, resolution 
was passed declaring that in view of the hostility of the officials 
towards the Gurudwara movement, the Sikhs should resort to 
passive resistance to protect their rights.

Tho Ahmedabad Municipality passed a resolution that the sale 
of spirituous liquor, whether country or foreign, should be immedi
ately stopped within the municipal limits of the city.

In reply to allegations of conspiracy with the Amir of Afghanis
tan, Maulana Mahomed Ali in a Press-noto completely denied 
any such activities on his part and challenged the Govt, and Mr. 
Montagu to publish authoritatively whatever they had against him. 
6tii. The fir Maharashtra Conference under t.be now Congress 
Constitution bnmd on linguistic basis assembled at Bassoin, Bombay 
Prosy, under Dr. S. B. Munji of Nagpur.
7th. Pt. <irjuu Lai Sethi, N-C-O. loader of Seoni, was sentenced 
to If! months It, I, for national work.

In reply to the Simla Municipal Committee welcome address, 
If. L, Lord Reading condemned violence committed by the peoplo 
disregarding M. Gandhi’s advise to abstain from it. 
olh. Khilafat and N C-0. meet’ rigs prohibited at Calicut and the 
leaders served with notice under t.etion 144 Cr. P. C. prohibiting 
such meotings.
9 t h .  Mr. V. W. Joshi of Akola, N C O. leader, was sentenced to 
U months It. I. under section 124 A, I. P, C.
10th. Meeting of tho Working Committee of the A ll-If'4"' Con
gress Committee at Allahabad ; various resolution were passed.
1 1 t h .  T h e  Afghan .jogey—The Pioneer and the Leader of Allaba- 
iiud under oflicitl inspiration roundly challenged Mr, Mahomed Ali 

say definitely whether di ctly or indirectly he was not in com
munication with the Amir on the subject of invasion ; in reply Mr. 
Mahomed Ali emphatically denied the charge.

Allahabad Dt. Conference under the presidency of M Mahomed 
All, largely attended by Congressmen from all over India, considered



' • I»r^5'-nipio of work in view of impending arrest of ieacraw|ind 
. îsSISSdMPJun ctio n on people to observe non-violence.

- At' a meeting of the Amritsar Central Gurudwera Committee 
question of passive resistance was discussed ; program, s was drawn 
up to consolidate all the forces of the p.tttf/t with a view to fortify 

' the community against Govt, aggression.
13th. T h e  G a n d h i - R e a d i n g  i n t e r v i e w  a t  S i m l a  hold o n  this and 
the following days.
14th. Non-Brahman Political Conference at Bolgaum under the 
presidency of Mr. Jagdeo Rao Bbau Sabeb Pawar, who spoke on 
the difficulties of non-Brahmans in improving their lot and called 
Mr. Gandhi the apostle of polished barbarism ! It supported the 
Reforms and violently condemned the N-C-O.
15th. Large public meetings held at the Idgah Simla, on this and 
following day where Messrs, Gandhi and Lajpat Rai received ovations 
and delivered speeches touching on the interview with Lord Reading 
and made collections for the Tilak Swaraj Fund.
jiOth, Government of India issued communique to remove mis
conception that had arisen in the public mind as regards Sir Henry 
ilohh.,’ mission to Kabul, but nothing particular about the work 
10110 by the mission was published.

W o e f u l  G u r k h a  o u t r a g e  o n  s t a r v i n g  a n d  u n e m p l o y e d  c o o l i e s  
2 i ~ ’h a n d p u r  p e r p e t r a t e d  b y  G o v t ,  o f f i c i a l s .
, s  ‘  *~*artal at C h a n d p u r  d u e  to Gurkha outrage continued 
or several days together ; all shops were closed, schools emptied, 

courts boycotted and the servants of officials, especially Europeans, 
p i 1’ j 1" 1 11° fo°d was sold to thorn.
iZova. Hartal at Chittagong on account of the Gurkha outrage on 
?°5th 3 ^ , 0hamlPur— continued for days.
doth. 1 bo A. B. Railway union met at Chittagong and after a pro- 
.onged sitting declared a general sympathetic strike to last till the 
.cooly repatriation was justly settled by the Govt.

Mass meetings were hold at Chittagong— universal sympathy 
was held out to the stranded coolies of Chandpur and collections were 
made to help them.
26th. In a communique the Covernor of Bengal declared that he 
could not properly undertake from public funds the repatriation of 
the coolies from Chandpur on the principle that in cases of labour 
disputes the altitude of the Govt, should be one of neutrality. Later 
on Lord Sinha’s Govt. (B & O) undertook to repatriate the coolies 
from Asansol but the Bengal Govt, remained firm in their refusal.

Mr. C R. Das and Mrs Das at Jalpaig iri made house to house 
collodions for the coolies and the Tilak Swaraj fund.
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> • ySTJSardul Singh, Secretary, Sikh Gurudwara and P u n ja b ^  j
\f-Gsns*ess/Com. arrested at Lahore for alleged seditious activities^

N-C-0 meeting held at Jarianwalla, Punjab, under Lala 
Lajpat Rai, for the Tilak Swarai Fund collections.

East Bengal Steamer Service stopped owing to sympathetic 
strike of the men making common cause with Ry. strikers for the 
repatriation of the Assam coolies.— Extensive strike over East 
Bengal ; at Dacca, Naraingunj, Goalundo, etc., all work-men down 
tools in sympathy with tho coolies. Courts and schools closed.
28th. Ladies’ meeting at Chittagong—ornaments freely pulled out 
aiid given.over for supporting the strikers and the coolies.
2yth. Sir Henry Wheeler visited Chandpur and made official in
vestigations on the Gurkha outrage on the coolies.

al0Ujta mider the ausPices of the Bengal Labour Federation 
Mr , Andrews delivered lecture in connection with the cooly 
exodus at Chandpur and strongly inveighed against tho Govt, for 
thetr inhuman actions and refusal to repatriate tho destitute coolios.

Public apology offered by the Ali Brothers for some of thoir 
speeches, which had a tendency to incite to violence, under in's’truc- 
tioiia from M. Gandhi.

Gurkha soldiers brought over to Chittagong in view of the hartal 
ann strike. Great commotion in town as another outrage as at 
Cham por was anticipated. Strike spread to all sections of people 
30th C 8 " 1C " d!"8. lawyers al" 3 *sbool hoys 
of criminal' ° ^ lld*.a 1,1 a Press communique intimated suspension
pubH ^  on o f  hCeed,ngS againSt the Ali B nR W s in view of tho I hhcation of their expression of regret and promise for tho future.
no'fev the <31 ' ,g j r iade an important pronouncement on Govt.’s po.icy at the Simla Chelmsford Club (see pottle).
donev „7UM,rt Conference held at Broach under the prosi-
Sward first h {  ' Pute‘ Wh° " rS0d everybody to work for
promoti,t ^  ° eam,,g th; ir S0U,S of th0 bIot of untouchability and
money1 frr t l T T l " ® ’ en.C0“ raSin6 spinning-wheel and collecting money lor the 1 dak Swaraj fund.

June 1921

s - >< 4 — - f f s s . i . i s t s f *  " ,d m

tortedPS2f™ *lftKri*?n“« B°ae’ " NLa 0  workef, sent to jail on a d.Y 
give security. P° ‘ ° a fipeech at 0uUac*  and on his refusing to
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1 * i2i©;4 (Jiijrat Provincial Khilafat Conference held at B roaclM l^lcr 
\ 't® ^ 5 -e^ ^ ncy °* M. Mahomed Ali (see posie). k j i l i

Ferrar, Dt. Magistrate, Lahore, served notice on the 
Secretary, City Congress Committee, prohibiting even tho holding of 
a private committee meeting for members only.

Broach Khilafat Conference passed Gandhi’s resolution expressing 
indignation at the cruel treatment meted out to the Khilafat workers 
in the N. W. F. Provinces.

• Govt, of Bengal issuod the Wheeler Report on the Chandpur 
cemy outrage ; it was a white-washing report and condoned the use
0 ioree on the coolies, maintained the Govt.’s partisan spirit against 
a hour and threw all the blame on the non-co-operators.

I h o A .  B. Ry. authorities gave the strikers an ultimatum and 
admitted now recruits replacing the old staff wholesale ; hut the
new recruits had to fly away bocauso of their wholesale boycott__
markets were closed against them and menials refused to serve them, 
o n .  1 he Maharashtra Congress Subcommittee issued its report 
19 i 6 ^ a ê8aon riots.

• Fandit Makhau Lai Cbaturvedy, Editor of Karmvir, arrested 
at Jubbulpure under Section 124— A. 1. P. C. lie  was garlanded," 
it ora ly worshipped and taken in a huge procession by the people 
14tb° P° !,Ce Nation.
tho arr<feVt1' Pi Walsb' Bisb°P of Assam, issued a report on
Chftndn„reem,®Dt8 in cooly campa arirt bosPitals opened for the
of Congres!00 't68 which he Sp° ke Very h,’ehly on tho S°od work | ,v°fuuteers.
resolutions'we^0" eress Committee met at Bombay under M. Gandhi ; 
the Tiklr le .pa8sed authorising Provincial Committees to spend 
down the d S i t S , ' 0'  furthering the cause of N-C-0 ; laying 
15th M n i, VL" U lawyers and of Indians concerning Angora, 
were welcnm T .  1 “ embers of All-Iudia Congress Committee
Rs 40 POO f f i’y c' t' ze" 5' °f Ghatkopar, Bombay, who presented Its. 4U.UUU for the lilak Swaraj Fund.
T d  II •lnaci ' li® i*1 Bombay, Standing Committee of All India 

ia' e i ton Congress passed a resolution that one anna per boad
s ou c a uvied from all affiliated unions for funds, and all mem- 

ois o the committee to stand by nomination to any office or to 
any Conned made by the T. U. Congress.
, j  serious riot between Hindus and Mabomedans atCbintamoni 
|Q.i° ar.P^ ’ police opened lire to disperse crowd.
- ~ ' _ Belgaon Dt. Khilafat Conference p.;s-:ed resolution threaten-
|P6 °  declare an Indian republic in consultation with the Congress,
1 jreat Britain directly or through the Greeks, openly-or secretly, 
fought the Turkish Govt, of Angora.

2(a)
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1= ^Gjisi Tiala Lajpat Rai debarred from entering Kapurthaot^.-le 
V^QpS^Mvjlak Swaraj Fund collection. kZ /A lJ

23rd. At Simla H. E. the Viceroy received and replied to an 
address by a deputation of 33 representatives of the Ahmadiya 
community of Mahomedans who submitted that their community 
was started with the object of launching a campaign against the 
foolish, un-Islamic and unpeaceful doctrines of Jehad among the 
Moslems but urged the Khilafat grievances.

Mr. Patbak, a non-co-operator pleader of Bhandara, was sen
tenced to 1 year R. I. for refusing to give security.

The C. P. Khilafat Committee of Nagpur passed a vote of 
confidence on the Ali Brothers and urged the Central Khilafat 
Committee to adopt all stages of N-C-0 programme including civil 
disobedience at once.

1 Ke r-vlioreal Shooting Case— a Mr. Reed, manager of 
Khoreal Tea Estate, was charged with grievous hurt by a revolver 
to a cooly, the father of a girl whom, it was alleged, he wanted 
for his lust ; High Court Sessions with a European Jury tried and 
acquitted the accused. The case created a sensation as high 
European dignitaries tried to shield the accused.
25th. Ulema Conference at Patna held under tbo presidency of 
Montana Abul Kalam Azad to organise Moslem divines,
26th. Govt, of India issnpd communique on the formation of a 
committee to visit Fiji and enquire about the conditions of Indians 
there with a view to supply of Indian cooly labour.
aii i k f  V' r ? rm“ n Bennett, chaplain, Lucknow, invited members o f  
All-I n d ia  Congress Com. t o  a  gardon party ; f o r  this ho was t r a n s -  
ferren from t h e  station by t h o  G o v e r n m e n t .

__  ̂ M. Hakim Sayoedur arrested at Calcutta for Khilafat work.
27th. Nagpur Municipality passed resolution for tbo stoppage of 
all kinds of liquor, whether foreign or country, from the municipal 
ores, in order to promote abstinence and to improve the economic 
condition of the people.
28th. Dr. M. R. Cholkar, the prominent N-C-0 leader of Nagpur, 
who was proi-ecuted for sedition, was discharged by the City Magis
trate for want of proof and evidence after a protracted and 
harassing trial.

Babu B. K. Majuradar arroBted at Goalundo for his N-C 0  work 
in connection with tho Ry. and Steamer Strikes.

w r u ’l f.w'fivl f ardUl S,ng^ CaVeiS80Ur' SeCy- Sikh Lea*ue’ ‘ "m *  
with tho°GurdwanT " "  8ed,t,0° ^ - g c  for his work in connection
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•  July 1921 Vfi]
Y * \ l S f . / / / v e n t s . —Tilak Swaraj Fund over subscribed one crore—Riy i j t  J 

i ‘ «,><fK*^arach> Khilafat Conference—All-India Congres:. Committee 
,t Bombay—Huge bonfire of foreign clothes at Bombay.

lilak  S w a r a j  F u n d  c a m e  u p  to a b o u t  O n e  C r o r e  and five 
lc..iuu of rupees.

Polico at Dharwar opened fire on a riotous crowd before a 
liquor shop which was being picketted by N-C-0 men.
4 t n .  Lucknow Liberal League passed resolution expressing indig
nation at the Govt, of Bengal’s callous and indifferent treatment of 
the Assam coolies. '

Autumn Session of the Bengal Legislative Council oponod unc. or 
the presidency of Nawab Sir Shamsul Huda.
5 t h .  Serious disturbance at Aligarh between the people and the 
Police in connection with the conviction of a political prisoner. 
Several killod and wouudod on both sides.
6 t h .  Tbana District Local Boards adopted anti-drink campaign and 
to picket and close liquor shops within their respective area.
7 t h .  U .  P. Liberal Assoc, presented address t o  the Viceroy at. S i m l a ,  
8 t h .  All I n d i a  K h i l a f a t  C o n f e r e n c e  at Karachi with Maulana 
Mahomed Ali as president resolvod to ask Muslims to leavo British 
Army and Police.

Madras Labour strike. H. E. the Governor met the labour 
leaders and fixed responsibility on them for any recrudescence arising 
from the strike. Ho attacked the non-co-operators and opined that 
the strike had been engineered mainly from political motive.
9th Tamil District Non-Brabmana Conference opened at Tinne- 
velly presided over by Eao Bahadur A. P. Patro.
12th, Bombay Municipal Corporation voted a loyal address of 
welcome to be presented to H. R. H. the Prince of Wales, there 
being only two dissentient Non-co-operators.

Calcutta Corporation decided to present an addross of welcome 
to I I .  R. H, the Prince of Wales.
14th. H. E. the Viceroy at Simla received and replied to an 
address presented by the Marwari association of Calcutta on matters 
connected with Indian trade.

Dharwar District Conference at its meeting on this and next 
day passed resolutions condemning the high-handedness <•’ local 
officials in the shooting affair and demanded an independent com
mission of enquiry.
15th. Madras Provincial Congress Commitioo (old) meeting t 
Madras. Beginning of a split.
17th, Mr. Yakub Hussain released from jail at Coimbatore on
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aifJ idertaking that he would not go to Malab I
tq/tie Moplahs. ^

v i?’  mgm t nesting of the new Madras Provincial Congr. 
mittee at Trichinopoly. Split acecentuated between 
R ijugopalachari’s party and Mr. S. Kasturiranga Iyonger’s pa 
19th. Report of the Indian Press Act Committee publish 
Simla (see poste). " .

Lahore Municipality passed resolution condemning the Legisla
tive Assembly debate which attempted to white-wash the Martial 
Law administration and officials in the Punjab.

Thu Indian Central Cotton Committee, recently appointed by 
the 'Govt, of India to advise on the development of cotton trade and 

dustry in India, met in Bombay on this and thres following days. 
20th. M. Gandhi arrived in Poona to open various memorials on the 
first anniversary of the death of the late Lokmanya Tilak. The 
Municipality presented him with an address printed on Khadi. Mr. 
Ivlkar in thanking Gandhi referred to “ several unpractical details” 
in the N-C O programme which, ho said, Mr. Tilak would have 
amended.
21st. The Repressive Laws Committee under the Chairmanship 
of I)r. Sapru commenced its sittings at Simla.
22nd. Sir Dinshaw Waoha, as President of the Western India 
National Liberal Assoc., wired to Viceroy and the Sec. of State 
protesting against the proposed increments in emoluments of I. C S 
o o '1, ad T T edI?°m recent ror,lieso{ the Sec. of State in Parliament.
rTtlnHn, JVTu MQUT.C1.[Jll! Commit',;0e Pass0d resolution condemning , ontion of the Seditious Meetings Act in the District.
2- tn. In reply to mischievous attempts of interested people, Dr. 
tabindratiath lagoro issued statement that he had never been 

against non co-operation but was in full accord with its spirit and 
was entirely with Mahatma Gandhi.
1 ( n e a r ‘S i n d . H y d e r a b a d )  o w i n g  t o  c la s h
o , r e n p ° Cftl K l u l a f l J l s t s a n d  G o v e r n m e n t - s u p p o r t e d  A m a n  S a b h a .

Report of the Indian Railway Police Committee dealing 
iu.h questions of railway police, its personnel and organization, 

an."|ng and guarding of goods, protection of passengers, pilgrim 
tralhc etc. published. 6

Mi. C S. Ranga Iyer, Lditor, Independent, was ordered to furnish 
Lm n . b° n.f ■an< tn'°  sureties of Rs. 10,000 each for alleged in- 
26th t7  Wm  " g9' Sur-°ty '’ 0t being « ivon> ha was sent to jail. 
ism-M a ci>rnlM' n|-'9tru of Se,.f Government, Government of Bengal, 
pa,3,„i ord»r,ait * |"nn!?!pahHes Protesting against hartals and
became a S a d  l e U e r ! ' ”  Wh° f° ll0W6d hartal8- thl'8
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y. y2<j$j^ »*W- Girdharilal, Socretary, Jallianwala Bagh M em oriaraiild ', 
accounts of the fund up to 30th June 1921.

'  A !:^-In^a Congress Committee met in Bom bay and adoptad
resoluti 0113 t0 boycott foreign cloth, to abstain from official rejoicing! 
during Prince of Wales's visit, and postponing civil disobedience 
till afti“r the completion of work of Swadeshi.
• 2 9 t h .  Monster meeting held at the Chowpathy Sands, Bombay, on 

■ boycott o f foreign cloth.
A n Agreed (Summary” of tho Gandhi-Koading interview was 

published by the Govt, of India.
3 lst . At Bombay a huge bon-fire of foreign cloth worth millions of 
rupees " ’as made by the people under the guidance of M. Gandhi.

A u g u s t  1921
Ch 'ef Events Death anniversary of Mr. B. G. Tilak—U. P. Liberal 

Conferienc® meeting at Lucknow—Meeting of the Working Committee of 
the All India Congress Committee at Patna—Beginning of Moplah rebellion — 
Sheriff’s meeting fiasco at Calcutta—The Munitions Case Scandal and the 
ProstitutR1"  of Justice

1 s t .  T h e  f i r s t  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  d e a t h  o f  M r ,  B .  G .  T i l a k .
Enthusiastic colobratious all over India signalised by burning of piles 
of foreign c loth.

Portrait of Mr. Tilak was unveiled in the ball of tho Municipal 
Council of Rajahmundry which had passed resolutions on 30th .Julv 
last endorsing N.-C.-O.

Madras Legislative Council passed resolution, after opposition 
by tho government, to reduce the number of Executive Councillors 
fixed for Madras from four to three at tho earliest opportunity. 
i o * o  Contoral,KhilSfat Committee meeting under the auspices of 
lie Parsi Rajkiya Sabba was held at Bombay, M. Gandhi presiding, 
resolutions were passed condemuingGreek !itrocities in Asia Minor ;

a purse for Ks. 5,300 was given by the Parsi Sabha to the Khilafat 
Commiltee.

Mr. Venkatappaiya, President, Andhra Congress Coin., mali- 
folio  ̂ aries êd 011 ^Oth July, " ’ as discharged along with his

Bombay Council passed resolution on the motion of Mr. Gholapi
a m f* ? ™ '0,8 depressed classes, amended by Dr. Batliwala, that free 
u -n o . a!!u 30I7  Primary education should be the aim of the Govern- 
3 , j  urational policy to be roalised as early as possible.
an i,m nt3“ bay 0oUllc’:i at the instance of Dewan Bahadur Godbole 
appmnted a commutes to consider and report in all th’eir aspects

prohibition<1U08tlO“  ° f th“ drink and drug traffic' and th0ir total
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. ’• f i f e  jylun itions Fraud Case withdrawn-—scandalous statei i
the, Advocate-General which led to a serious a gitatioti 

v sSDi$g''in Sir Thomas Holland’s resignation from the Govt, of, Indira, 
fth. Madras Council passed a resolution to present a Welcome 
address to the Prince of Wales.

. M. Gandhi at Aligarh with Mr. Mahomed Ali visited the r^usi;m 
National University, delivered a lecture at the Jumraa Mosque ; saj(i 
that the riots of 5th July were the ugliest blot on the foreh ead of 
non-co-operation. Mr. Mahomed Ali touching upon the questjon 0f 
the Afghan bogey denied to have ever declared that Afghans w ero a 
fit nation to come and rule India.

U .  P .  L i b e r a l  C o n f e r e n c e  o p e n e d  at L u c k n o w  under the 
presidency of Munshi Narayan Prasad Asthana who dejr.aiu]ecj 
punishments for the Punjab offenders, equal treatment of Indi«n8 ;n
t.ie Colonies and proper settlement of the Khilafat as pre-conciVrinna 
to peace in India. iicions
8th. Pundit Madaii Mohan Malaviya lectured at Poona advocat
ing Swadeshi and Charka.

Mahatma Gandhi along with Mr. Mahomed Ali visited I noknmv 
pawn pur, Moradabad etc, in the U. P. preaching Swac'|eshi and 
khaddar. I he Lucknow Municipal Board’s resolution to nrospnr an 
address to M. Gandhi was negatived by the President’s casting vote 
i-ith. Imperial Indian Citizenship Association of Bor0bav wirfd  
to trie Secretary of {State and the Government of India

“ Ibe Council of the Imperial Indian Citizenship Assoefetiou vipWB wlf h 
alarm and . i ugly resents the agitation of European settlers of Keuyi Pn n ^
1 j'1..1 i f  obJ' cfc of forcing the hanrln of Government to asbign inferior 8*,/tnq Z  
British IndmuB in the colony and emphatically urge the Secretary of S ta t i {Z  
Jiu ia to impreEs upon the Imperial Government the necessity of inaugurating 
t<u tuwj n the j obey , f strictly adhering to the principle of assigning to Bri isK 
Bubl-cu ” btatU8 ln 00 way ilift‘rior t0 that of any other class of His Majesty’s

And to the President, Indian National Congress, Nairobi :—■
l i e Council hereby azures their brethren in East Africa in general and 

Kenya m particular of their whole-hearted sympathy and - arncat resolv to 
support them in every constitutional wav to obtain practical recognition of 
th ir chums to equality in that part of the Empire.’1
Ip ’ li. The Kerala patriots, Messrs. K. Gopal Mcnon, Madbavan 
-'iiiii and Mohideen Koya were released from Cannanove jail on the 
cmiipiotin i of their imprisonment for six months.
16th. The Working Committee of the All-India Congress Com- 
mittee met at Patna ; Mr. Gandhi was asked to draw up a statoment 
ot India s foreign policy.
• r Oaloutta Dr. Rahindra Nath Tngor6 delivered a lecture on 
National eduoation, in the cour-a of which ho said that it was due
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I1  ̂ 2|I J 1 j _ause that the West now occupied a princip\aB *e 
^rld. Sho had achieved that eminence becauioyslaJ 

. remised some great truth in her mind and carried it out in

The Lahore Municipal Committee protested against the pro- 
'7S6u v' F' t; of the Prince and declined to accord a welcome.

j.7th. Pandit M. M. Malaviya lectured in Bombay on the necessity 
of securing changes in the central constitution of the Government 
of India.

Tho Calcutta Corporation in discussing the draft of the Addross 
of Wolcomo to bo presented to the Prince of Wales decided to omit 
all reference to the Reforms.
19th. Mahatma Gandhi visited Assam on N-C O campaign.
2 0 t h .  B e g i n n i n g  o f  M o p l a h  R e b e l l i o n  at Tiruvangadi, Malabar 
(see pode).
21st. A huge meeting at Lahore, presided over by Lala Lajpat 
Rai, passed tho following resolution :—

"This mass meeting views with grave apprehension and alarm the actual 
fami ue conditions prevailing in the Punjab due to sudden abnormal rise in the • 
Pr'ee of food-grams in spite of recent abundant rains, and condemns tho callous 
attitude of the Government in neglecting its duty to take all necessary steps to 
'Beet the situation.”

24th. Sheriff’s meeting in Calcutta under Governor Lord Ronaldsbay 
concert measures for welcoming the Prince of Wales was broken 
by Non •co-operators.

'-6th. Lucknow Medical Association under Dr. R, H. Tandon 
Passed resolutions protesting against the decision of the Genoral 
Medical Council of the United Kingdom in not recognising Indian 
Radical degrees on racial grounds and urging the Government of 
Ipdia to establish at an early date a Goneral Council of Medical 
Education in India.

Government of India Ordinance issued for proclamation of 
Martial Law in the disturbed parts of Malabar.
27th, The 27th Session of Madras Prov. Conference opened at 

anjore under the presidency of Janab Yakub Nassau ; for his presi
dential address, ho was subsequently sent to jail for 2 yrs. Next day 
resolutions were passed deploring Moplah outbreak and deputing some 
members to Malabar on relief work declaring boycott of Prince of 
. ales and of foreign clotb, supporting anti-drink campaign, t-ugges- 

ti if; tbo stoppage of emigration, and recommending the abolition of 
-" 'pu ^ab ilty  of Panchamas.
iVth. Under the auspices of tho National Home Rule League, the 
Bombay Provincial Reforms Conference opened in Bombay, Mrs, 
Annie Besant presiding.
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V ifjfo tyf-pN- E. (Pussyfoot) Johnson arrived in him. I
X^v^Mk^catnpaign tour in India.

Outbreak of Labour disturbances in Bombay mill areas 
ally spread to Madras, v ,'

Sardar Mehtab Singh, M. L. C., Public Prosecutor and Dep 
President of the Punjab Legislative Council, resigned his office 
post following the Shiromani Gurdwara Committee’s resolution tbs. 
Sikh members of Council should resign their seats as a protest 
against the policy of coercion and repression by Government in 
regard to the Gurdwara Reform movement.

September 1921
Chief Events. —Govt, move to crush Moslem agitation — Moplah rebellion 

n.,d military operations in Malabar—Airest ol the Ali Brothers, Dr. KitchlcW 
and other Moslem leaders—M. Gandhi adopted the loin doth—the great 
Karachi trial—All India Boycott movement. 8

1st. H. E, Lord AVillingdon made a statement in Madras Legisla- 
tive Council re disturbances in Malabar and labour troubles in 
Perambur and other mill areas.

Dewan Bahadur P. Kesava Pillai and Mr. V. N. Tewari of the 
Servants of India Society appointed members of the Indian Deputa
tion to visit British Guiana to examine the scheme of Indian coloniz
ation by the Government of that Colony.

Picketing of foreign cloth shops began at Barabazar, Calcutta,
weeksB praCfc,oa y a dead)ock in business for the next three

2nd. Sir T. Holland’s resignation from the Viceroy’s Council on 
account of the munitions case scandal was accepted.
3rd. \ Jceroy delivered an important speech re the political situation 
before a jo in t sitting of the Indian Legislature.
5th. Bengal Council— Resolution on woman franchise lost, 37 
voting for and 06 against the resolution.

In the Leg. Assembly Dr. Gour moved a resolution to present, a 
loyal address of welcome to the Prince ; Mr. Agnihotri unsuccessfully 
opposed on grounds of economic and political situation of the country.

lieport of the Indiau Sugar Committee was issued. It recom
mended the formation of an Indian Sugar Board with 6ve official and 
MX non-official members (all to be nominated) to organise tbe Sugar 
industry on the Java model.
I'll,, At Calcutta, Marwari Chamber of Commeroo saw M. Gandhi
M Gandt i re ° L ° /  f° reign c,otb a" d P i l i n g  at Barabazar. 
fJreTgn cloth!b k6f ^  ^  t0Ully " , , I“ ndin* the import or-
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[ ' . { ' M i  j^pnstor meeting of 12,000 carters in Calcutta uno^itlie 
of Swami Biswanand and attended by M. (itHramr^ 

VMesgpSy'C. R. Das and Mabomed Ali resolved to follow the Con
gress and to help N O O —Rs. 10,000 collected for Swaraj fund,
1 4 th .  Mr. M a h o m e d  A l i  a r r e s t e d  a t  W a l t a i r .

15th. Dr. S. Kitchlew arrestod at Simla and taken over to Karachi. 
6th. Mr. Gandhi at Madras touring with Mrs. Mahomed Alt', 

i  wonty-seven members of the Legislative Assembly formed a 
pa y to be called the Democratic Party to act and vote together in 
t to Assembly on some of the vital questions to secure Responsible 
Government at an early date.

i1 orly six Congress volunteers arrested for picketing foreign 
cloth shops at, Bnrabazar, Calcutta.

Pir Ghulam Majid, Maulvi Ilassan Ahmed, Maulvi Nisar 
Ahmed and Shri Venkataramana Shankaracharya arrestod and tukon 
over to Karachi.

Montana Shaukat Ali arrested at the Bombay Central Khilafat 
Committee Office and taken over to Karachi.

Mr. Gandhi warned by the Govornmont of Madras not to 
Proceed to Malabar.
1 8 t h .  Crowded public meeting a t  Lahore under the presidency 
nf Lala Lajpat Rai passed resolution congratulating the arrested 
leaders— Karachi resolution repeated.

Pir Badshah Mian, the greatest Moslem divine of East Bengal, 
sentenced by Magistrate of Faridpur to 1 year’s R. I. for his Khilafat 
activity— huge crowd of 50 thousand moslems followed him but was 
prevailed upon to disperse in peace by Mr. Das and others.
2 0 t h  Repressive [jaws Committee Report published at Simla.

Public meeting at Allahabad under the Presidency of Pt. Motilal 
Nehru passed resolution opposing any welcome to the Prince and 
censuring the Municipal Board members who voted for a welcome.

Public meeting at Lahoro under the auspices of Punjab Khilafat 
committee violently protested against the proscription of the Ulemas’ 
b atwa by the Government.
2 1st. Sir Jamsetjee Jeejecbhoy was elected Deputy President of tho 
legislative Assembly by the President’s casting voto, Sir Jamso'jeo 

aiK ^°ut having both obtained an equal number of votes, 
at T) 'n° ^lem.,3 and tho Central Khilafat Committee held me/t „gs 
1 e a d o con*i(!-er the situation created by tho i.’fost of the 

‘ b and decided in favour of civil disobedience Bid confirmed 
Jxarachi resolution.
R  t f>f' x^'r,?4 ,’ a" er-ii Faridpur arrested and,cntenoed to 1 yr.K. 1. tor IS C-0 work.

{ f Y ^ X  CHRONICLE OF EVERTS  f n ^ f 3

3



■ e° i x
/?

V a ^ R /  'ya view of the shortage of khadder M. Gandhi itsjldLJ 
V>%cs§Me/ sayii)g that people must be satisfied with a loin-cloth.

"” Yo set the example, I propose to discard at least up to the 31st of October 
my topi and vest and to content myself with only a loin cloth, and a 
chaddar whenever found necessary for the protection of the body.”

In the Leg. Assembly Mr. Jadunath Majumdar’s resolution on 
early Swaraj was debated with great animation and then withdrawn 
on the 29th.
23rd. In the Council of State Mr. Samaldas’ resolution for equality 
(if status for Indians and Europeans in East Africa was carried and
accepted by Govt.
24th. At the Senato of the Calcutta University, the Vice- 
Chancellor, Sir Ashutosh Mookerjee, deplored the disastrous effect of 
the non-co-operation movement on education in Bengal and said :__

“ It is clear that between 40,000 and 60,000 young boys below the college 
R8p, have left schools, have been rendered idle, and have had their education 
interrupted if not tinally brought to an end at an age at which the time lost 
c:ui handy if ever be made up. This wastage amongst the young boye is nothing 
fcliuit of u national calamity.”

Non Brahmana Conference at Trichinopoly under Mr. C. R. Reddy 
attacked and grossly stigmatised the N-C O movement.
25th Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta, Bar at-Law and N C O leader of 
Chittagong arrested.
26th The famous Karachi trial of the Ali Brothers and other 
Khiufiit leaders commenced afc Karachi.
2/ th.  Mr. G. K. Devadhar of the Servants of India Society 
proceeded to organize non-official rolief to the sufferers of Malabar.

Mr. Prabhudayal and other Congross workers arrested in the 
Et.uva district, U. P.
28th. Dr, Abdul Karim of Benares, the Khilafat leader, sentenced 

1 f  - K' *• amicably settling a Hindu-Moslem dispute.
29th. Repression in Qanjam District started ; Zamindar of Gam- 
palagud and other N-C-0 workers arrested.
v  n I f  Ak°la Mf' T> B- Para,|jPe sentenced to 15 months R. 1. for 
V L  O work. Congress officers at Sukkur, Sind, arrested.
. , • meeting at Benares congratulating Dr. Karim for suffer-
l,,K *or the national work.

October 1921
Chbj. Events Congress Working Committee meeting at Bombay—

I -H U- tc.iaiyar controversy on Congress constitution. The famous Karachi 
trml-,v4ojlem*tgitation and repression all over India-Karachi resolution 
repeated from Hundreds of platforms.
1st Punjab fnn.o Rule Conference met at Amritsar, Lala Lajpat
I'n presiding, andadopted N C-0 creed,
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i° \ N*^pd debate in the Bombay Legislative Council on a i^ S tA - ’s 
\^M^WU-tiofi re preference for non-Brahmans in the public servicK-^M^ 

membcra expressed sympathy, but. deprecated communal jealousies.
„  ' “ .r- Gopalakrishnayya, N-C-0 leader, arrested at Eerhamj ore.
Bene at ion at Chittagong on gagging order passed on Mrs. Sen Gupta,
an English ady wife of Mr. Sen Gupta ; she disobeyed order and 
went about picketing.

H. L .  t h e  V i c e r o y  a t  S i m l a  r e p l i e d  t o  an  a d d r e s s  p r e s e n t e d  b y  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  M a h o m e d a n  C o - o p e r a t o r s  in  t h e  P u n j a b .

2 n d .  Mr. Radha Ramon Mitra, N  C 0  leader, Etawa, sentenced to 
1 yr. for N C O activities.

Mr. Gopabandhu Das gagged at Cuttack. Babaji Ramdas 
arrested.
4 t h .  Mr. Gandhi and 47 All-India N-C-0 leaders issued manifesto 
on Ah Brothers’ arrest and reiterated the Karachi resolution asking 
Moslems to leave Army and Police and, defying Government to arrest 
them.

At Chittagong Prof. N. C. Banerji and Sadhu Kripaldas 
sentenced to 1 yr, R. I. for N-C-0 work. Mr. Sen Gupta released!

Behar Khilafat Conference held at Arrah with M. Shah Badra- 
uddin in the chair. Karachi resolution repeated by all standing, 
oth. Working Committee of the A. I. C. C. met at Bombay 
and passed resolutions urging Indians to withdraw from tbo Govt, 
service and to boycott foreign cloth, postponing civil disobedienco 
and defining India’s foreign policy.
8th. Memorandum issued by the Government of India on position 
of Indians in the Dominions as placed before the Imperial Con
ference by the official representatives of India.

Pt. R. K. Bhargava, president, Muttra Congress Committee 
sentenced to 1 Yr. for N-C-0 work. His followers shouted GjiuHd 
hi jay and for this they were put into prison.
9 t h .  Second holocaust of British cloth at Bombay lighted 1 y M. 
jandhi at huge meeting attended by over a lakh of eiti.i 'iis when 
Lie Karachi resolution was reaffirmed and M. Gandhi made a long 
and impressive speech on N-C-O,
cH '^ Mr, F. A Hadow, presiding over the Indian Railway Asso- 
o^th'Hp1106*'1'®’ Pr°tested against the unanimous -onclm-ion
b e ‘y- Committee that English domiciled companion must go, 

auoe these companies bad done much in the past to establish 
in'Uan Kal ways on a sound basis.
, * ' ^  a meeting of the Central Khilafat Committee >.tt mlcd

y representatives from all parts of India Mr. Cbotani, the President, 
pxplatned how British Statesmen were trying to drive out he

’ Go% \
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1= ( T&lks from Europe inspite of the rather friondly attitude of %!mi|o

■<"; of the protracted Nankana massacre trial— Mohant Narain
P is and seven others sentenced to death, 8. to transportation for life,
17 to 7 years It. I.

Hosidos the resolution boycotting the visit of his Royal Fligh
tless tho Prince of Wales, the Contral Sikh League at its third 
annual session at Lyallpur also passed resolutions .adopting Non-co* 
operation.
14th. Poona Municipal Council passed resolution refusing to wol- 
come the Prince and to boycott his visit.
15th. Mr. C. Vijayaraghayachariar, President of tho Congress, 
issued a circular declaring that the meeting of A. I. C. C. fixod for 
4th November at Delhi be postponed.
18th.  ̂ Pandit Motilal Nohru replied to President Vijayaraghava- 
chariar s circular re A. 1. C. C. meeting and confirmed the proposal 
to hold the mooting at Delhi on November 4th—split threatened 
in the Congress camp.
19th. A meeting of the Jain Community of Ahmedabad passed 
resolutions protesting against the arbitrary action of Junagadh 
Darbar in forcibly usurping their sacred places on the Shri Girnarzi 
and praying to the British Government to safeguard the interests 
of ''ho community and to prohibit sacrilegious acts on the part of 
tho Ruling Chiof concered.

Pandit Motilal Nehru issued an elaborate statement re “  Law of 
tho Congress : who shall interpret it 1”  replying at length to President 
Mr. C. v i.iayaragbavachariar.

Sir M . Vinoent, Home Member, Government of India, visited 
Calicut in connection with the Moplah outbreak.
20th. Government of India announced terms of reference to the 
Burma Reforms Committee to bo presided over by the Hon’bla Sir 
A. F. Whyte.

Mr. -J. M. .Sen Gupta and 17 other N-C-O. workers at 
Chittagong sentenced to 3 months’ R. I. for N-C-O. work.

Gurkha Military police at Chittagong broke out and committed 
wanton outrage on innocent sightseers during the removal of Mr. 
San Gupta to jail, maiming and wounding many,
21nt. Mr. Yakub Hassan arrested in Madras for alleged sedition 
iiMiiy prp.iilmitiii! .ddress at, the Madras Prov. Conference,
^ tt r. '^P' Son' Pr08'dent, Lucknow Liberal League, wiredto 11. It. the Viceroy :—
, , . / T^ : aCk' ^ V b - 1 1LmgnH, l'nters *t* reepeetful but emphatic protest 
CO til n 1 « 0", l?,kr,n ° L ,y the Local Government in the Select Committee 
bri i .. InTlin M ' , 11 'vertnir, who is an Honorary Member 1 theor n*a In.i.an association winch represent. Talukdurs, conduoteci tho nogotia-



c l n w k r c lK  o p  r P r k Ts  C r $
I ( The I^aPU° fears that, the general political condition 

\* *u'orso aiul still nn»ro critical by the grow ing agrarian <liHcouttm7| UJii ;
the Government's open partiality for the Taluqdars, a numbe^ti 

7/am.i.mlar:-; and pon-Zamindar members in the Council and almost,, an equal 
nurriĥ r of officials will be pressed, as in the Select Committee, to vote with the 
Zemindars, tit us defeating the amendments regarding heritable rights. The 
League respectfully invites attention to the situation.’ '

U. P, Provincial Conference held at Agra under M. Hasrat 
Moh-ani ; resolutions passed on this and following days on the boycott 
of the Prince, use of khadi. etc., and reiterating the famous Karachi 
resolution, all standing.
24th. Government of India announced the personnel and functions 
of the deputation to British Guiana consisting of Mr. G. Keatings, 
5n£'k>> ^ rtsava !l,id Mr. V. N. Tewary.
25tn. U. P. Provincial Khilafat Conference held at Agra under 
M. Abu! Kalatn Azud— Karachi resolution repeated as elsewhere.

L t*1B ^ r' nce °f Wales sailed for India.
uUth. Moplah Riot : special police detachment attacked by the 
rebels near Cheruvayur resulting in the death oi twenty-six Moplahs 
nod eight among tbo Polico.

N o v e m b e r  1921

sanctioned nT,tl r ' 7 ^ c . Kara.chi, Sentence-All-India Congress Committee 
followed , iual|ned Civil Disobedience—Prince of Wales’ landing in Bomba' 
repression start ^ doyj  rio' - Harlal at Calcutta and elsewhere--All India 
volunteer organUpn and gagging orders passed—Congress and Khilafat b > ations proclaimed unlawful.
1st. Sentence , , .
A l i  B r o t h e r s  . „ J , w o  y e a r a  n g ° r o u s  i m p r i s o n m e n t  p a s s e d  o n  
B h a r a t i  K r i s h n a  - herS a l l a c 4 u i t t 6 d  o n  c h a i 8 «  o f  c o n s p i r a c y  ; 

M r.  C h o t  • t h s j I  ac<l u i t t e d  o n  all  e b a r g o s .

u n d e r t o o k  t o  s u m , ' l l  „ ° W b,aT , o f f e r e d  6 0 -0 0 0  s p i " » i m g - «  h e e l s  a n d  
M u s s a l m a n s .  S y  On0 a raoro  t0  P o p u la r i s e  K h a d d a r  a m o n g

l r s ^ c n s M U ? '" w e r r ^ u f ie d ' f  I V ' l° riot, ca9,°' 0ut.of
ing Cl accused variouslyZ n t ^ i  e' t0 dHath> rB“ " n'

^-ntcL^d A i n f i U f 01 : ^ ania' Law Sl’ocial Tribunal at Calicut 
H a d f h  ,h Md l2  othors to d« t b ,  211 transported for 0 a™. t,hree ot hers recommended for mercy

for sldh 0°  Mr' p akub Hf 8an’ the N C-0 loader opened at T Wv--a 
Conferenl J apt'0BldentiaI add>-ess to the Madras I W .  .
but did hot defend himself.' Mr' HaSSS" PUt fa * ler)gthy statcment
at  M ^ U,afn a  A h ,d u l  M!,-'id  r ,h e r ia r > a  P r o m i n e n t  K h i l a f a t i s t ,  a r r e s t e d  
a t  -Madras f o r  s e d i t i o n  a n d  t a k e n  o v e r  t o  T a n j o r a .



( | ( ^ ^  j i ’ O&itOfticLE OF E V E N T S  £no4 g*®
\ v \  g l M i O u l a n a  A h m e d  S a y i d ,  S e c r e t o r y ,  J a m i a t  u l - U l e m a  H i n d ,  p c jl| [, j
\ '̂6^nt®neea to one year's R. I. for Khilafat work.

4th. A .  I, C. C .  M e e t i n g  at D e l h i ,  Lala Lsjpat Eai presiding. 
Civil disobedience resolution moved by M. Gandhi was passed in a 
slightly amended form after a lengthy discussion.

Sir P. Theagaraya Chetty was re-elected President of the 
Madras Municipal Corporation.

Khilafat meeting at Howrah broken by Gurkha police resulting 
in a riot and firing by the police.
5th, Maulana Abdul Majid Salik, Editor of Zamindat, Lahore, 
arrested for sedition.

In reply to a question in the U, P. Council the Raja of Muhnm- 
madabad stated that Govt, did not propose to disclose what action 
would be taken against the U. P. signatories to tho Leaders’ mani
festo of 4th October asking the withdrawal of Indians from the Army 
and tho Police.

A. I. C. C. meeting at Delhi continued ; Karachi resolution re
affirmed and Congress commission appointed to enquire into the 
Malabar riots.
7tn. Mr. Yakub Hansen convicted of sedition and sentenced to 2 
years' imprisonment. Regarding the charge of bringing Govt, into 
hatred and contempt, Mr. Ilnssan said :—

"  Greater pvrBouagPS than myself have done that, work only too well and 
have left no field for Indians to work upon in that direction. When Mr. Lloyd 
George generously gave away Thrace and Smyrna— the homelands of the Turks—
to Greece ae a reward for the tatter’s service in the War against the protest of
the most important member of the British Empire itself, it was this act that 
lowered the Lntiah Govt, in the estimation of the Indian people and brought it 
into hatred and contempt. Sir Michael O’ Dwyer and General Dyer supplemented 
on Indian soil the Imperial Work of Mr. Lloyd George and they have eminently 
succeeded in bringing down the British Kaj from the high pedestal of honour, 
justice, and truth as it existed in tho imagination of the people................. ”

Govt, of India appointed Mr. Venkatapathiraju, in place of 
Right Hon ble Mr. V. S, Sastri in the Indian deputation to Fizi.

At Chittagong soveral Khilafat workers including M. Nazir 
Alirned, the Secretary was sent tojail.

All India Hindu Conference, special session, commenced the 
day before under tho presidency of Lala Lajpat Rai, passed resolutions 
endorsing the N C O programme.

.Second Session of Chamber of Princes opened at Delhi by the 
•toy—only some 30 Princes attended.

Lth. Government ot India issued the special terms to those British 
public servants in India who, in consequence of the introduction of 
Reforms, wished to retire prematurely on a liberal scheme of pro
portionate pension.

G°*^X



'• V ^ ^ h irteen  journalists representing Burmese N&tioualistV5&-*g 
■i Bgued-a in a n i f e e t o boycotting the Wbyte Committee, as the Bvhmems^ 
Naein®ij&ed complete Home Buie without delay which the Whyte 

Committee could not consider or recommend.
9th. M. Gandhi presided over the Convocation of the National 
College, Lahore, and conferred degrees on graduates. In a short 
speech he urged that no efforts should be spared to attain Swaraj by 
the end of December.

Pt. Motilal Nehru presiding over the Delhi Provincial Con
ference at Muttra made no speech, because, he said, it was time for 
action and not for speech-making ; resolutions were passed on civil 
disobedience, boycott of the Prince and recommending that the 
National Congress should at once deolare to the world India’s right 
to independent sovereignty.
10th. Public meeting at Madras under Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar 
strongly condemned the repressive policy of Govt.

At a public meeting at Lahore M. Gandhi advised the people to 
help the Municipal Committee in the removal from its present site 
of the Lord Lawrence statue which was insulting to Indians for tho 
inscription that it bore.
11th. Govt, of India announced appointment of a committee to 
Em ulate a scheme for'the Indianisation of the Army.
12th Deputation of 18 Oudh Talukdars headed by Raja Sir Rampal 
• mgh waited on II. E the Viceroy and pressed before him the thorny 
issues of the Oudh Rent Act (See 22nd. Oct.).

Mass meeting of Sikhs at Lahore protested against action of 
,° ' ’ ta*i 'n8 possession of the keys of the Golden Temple and 

warned Govt, that if the sacred keys were not returned before tho 
t, *, 0 birth-day of Guru Nanak, serious discontent will prevail,

eso u ions were also passed for boycotting the Prince and demand- 
ng a > ikii members of the Legislative Council to resign their seats.

G o v t .  o f  I n d i a  i s s u e d  o r d i n a n c e  f o r  t r ia l  b y  s p e c ia l  m a g i s t r a t e s
o certain offences committed in Martial Law area, Malabar.

rl. L. t ie Viceroy ordered release of 20 out of 86 Punjab 
Martial Law prisoners still in gaol.

• ^m edabad Provincial Congress Committee authorised 
■ 'rtloli and Ananda Taluka in Surat <% Kaira districts respectively 

to start civil disobedience from 23rd November.
Mass meeting at Calcutta maidan attended by Police constables 

asked to give up Govt. Service and take to Charka. Some 
J Indian constables gave up service during the next week.

Pun.iab Government announced their intention to divest 
bhemselves in a legal mannor of the control of the Sikh Golden 
temple at Amritsar.

' g°%\
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\=. v S l ' / P / 1 P' Varrlarajalu Naidu of Salem sentenced Ri bine 
\VH§g$b’vK.' I. for N-C-0 work.

X i :- fp m i  Gurditta Singh of tbe Komtgata Maru fame who had been 
evading arrest for the last seven years surrendered himself to the 
police following the N-C-0 creed.
1 /th. H. R. H the Prince of Wales landed in Bom bay— signali- 
8od by a hartal extending all over India. The Princo delivered' 
the King’s Message before receiving the Corporation address. Riots 
in Bombay for five days due to collision between loyalists and non- 
oo-operators.
18th.  ̂ J a m i a t - u l  U l e m a  C o n f e r e n c e  m e t  a t  L a h o r e ,  under M. 
Abul Kalam Azid ; passed the following resolution after an exciting 
debate

"Ttie Jamiat-ul-UUma Conference doeB not ailmit the truth or falsity of the 
Btatem-nts published in cue newspapers regarding forcible conversions of Hindus 
by Jlupla is and other atrocities committed by them uu Hindus, as there had been 
no proper investigation, but if the reports are trne, then the Ulemas'condemn 
HU such action of MopUhs as the.'Koran’ never sanctioned forcible conversions 
to Islam.

Other resolutions on tbe boycott of the Princo, discarding of all 
foreign cloth at religious functions-, etc., were passed.

A1 Gandhi in a press-note deplored tbo Bombay riots and said 
that all hopes of the success of mass civil disobedience were shatter
ed by tbo hooligans of Bombay. He took up a five days’ fast, as a 
penance for the sins of his countrymen.

At Calcutta, Bengal Chamber of Commerce and the European 
Association sent strong letters to tho Bengal Govt, on the hartal
0. the 11 th urging Govt, to suppress tho N C O. activities.

, C o n g r e s s  a n d  K h i l a f a t  V o l u n t e e r  m o v e m e n t  in  C a l c u t t a  
d e c l a r e d  u n l a w f u l  by tbe Bengal Govt.

Arrests, conviction and gagging orders passed all over Bengal 
on Congress and Khilafat workers on this and the following days. 
R/th. I ho Prince at Poona received the Municipal address, laid 
the Maharatta War memorial and tho foundation stone of the Sivaji 
Memorial.

-dahatma Gandhi issued an appeal to Hindus and Muslims to
1. ' ike peace with the other communities and declared that tho 
‘wo days of Swaraj’ during the Bombay riots, had stunk in his 
nostrils.

Seriee of Police raids in Calcutta during which Congress and 
Khilafat otiices were eearchod, ransacked and documents seized.
-Otn. Manifesto issued by prominent leaders of Bengal enlisting 
themselves as volunteers in repJy to the Bengal Govt, proclamation 
declaring voluntoor organisation unlawful,

’ c°v \
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'. ^ p ’ioB.iimeeting of the new Madras Provincial Congress Commit- 
'■ particulars of Swadeshi progress in its report : K J M ^ i
'S^i; spinning-wheels were at work and 195 looms. Khaddar was made in

K r a i 11 Ule Ta.ral1 pr°vince. Out of Rs. (50,000 provided for under this hesd,
0 "nas S,ren out as loan without interest for 8 months for sale of 

1thaddar. ISO students left schools in pursuance of the non-co-operation policy” ,

M o p l a h  T r a i n  T r a g e d y — w h e n  N o  7 7  p a s s e n g e r  t r a in  f r o m  
b a i l o u t  t o  M a d r a s  r e a c h e d  P o d a n u r  s t a t i o n ,  c a r r y i n g  in  a  c l o s e d  i r o n  
w a g o n  a h u n d r e d  M o p l a h  p r i s o n e r s ,  i t  w a s  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  6 6  m e n  
n a d  d i e d  o f  a s p h y x i a  ! ! ! — a h o r r i b l e  e p i s o d e  in  t h e  s u p p r e s s i o n  o f  
t h e  M o p l a h  r i o t .

2 1 s t .  M o u l a n a  A b d u l  M a j i d  S h e r i a r  s e n t e n c e d  t o  2 y e a r s ’ R .  I .
J a m i a t - u l - U l e m a  c o n f e r e n c e  a t  L a h o r e  re  a f f i r m e d  t h e  K a r a c h i  

r e s o l u t i o n  a n d  s t r o n g l y  p r o t e s t e d  a g a i n s t  th a  p r o s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  
U l e m a s ’ F a t w a  w h i c h  t h e y  r e i t e r a t e d .

In  t b o  B e n g a l  C o u n c i l  t h e  G o v e r n o r  m a d e  a l o n g  s p e e c h  o n  t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  in  C a l c u t t a  a n d  ju s t i f i e d  t h e  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  p o l i c y  
o f  r e p r e s s i o n ,

2 2 n d .  B o m b a y  U n i v e r s i t y  p r e s e n t e d  an  a d d r e s s  o f  w e l c o m e  t o  t h e  
1 r i n c e — S t u d e n t s  d i d  n o t  t a k e  par t .

M -  G a n d h i  i s s u e d  a n o t h e r  m a n i f e s t o  t o  h is  c o - w o r k e r s  t o  c o n -  
ro l  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  v i o l e n c e  b e f o r e  h e  b r o k e  his  fa s t ,  

j  n A n g l o  A f g h a n  t r e a t y  w a s  s ig n e d  a t  K a b u l .

^  ho  P r i n c e  a t  B a r o d a  e n t e r t a i n e d  b y  t h e  M a h a r a j a ,
 ̂ Mr. Gangadhar Rao Deshpande, the Karnatak loader, was 

sen enced by Dharwar Sessions Judge to 6 mouths’ simple imprison
ment under 124 A. I. P, C.

S h a m a r h i  C o n g r e s s  .O f f i c e  r a i d e d  a n d  b r o k e n  u p  b y  P o l i c e .  
C - c n g r e s s  V o l u n t e e r  A s s o c i a t i o n s  d e c l a r e d  u n l a w f u l  in  U .  P .  

hi gagged and t h e  S e d i t i o u s  Meetings A c t  a p p l i e d  f o r  six
m o n t h s .

\\ o r k i n g  C o m m i t t e e  o f  A .  I ,  C .  C .  m o t  a t  B o m b a i  a n d  r e v i e w e d  
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  s in c e  r i o t s  t h e r o .

f h d i a n  M i n i n g  F e d e r a t i o n  a n d  I n d .  M i n .  A s s o c n .  pa ;  : cd  ro a o lu -  
>ons r e q u e s t i n g  G o v t ,  e i t h e r  t o  s t r a n g le  t h e  c o m i n g  T r a d e  U n i o n  

s o i T T u * -  , ayi “  o r  t o  a f f o r d  p r o t e c t i o n  t o  e m p l o y e r s  ; - f o r  t h i s  
n n m ? t l,6|r  I n d i a n  m e m b e r s  h a d  s u b s e q u e n t l y  t o  a p o l o g i s e  i n  t h e  
o p e n  T r a d e  U n i o n  C o n g r e s s .

w nrl-m , ^ ‘ s t u r b a u c o s  in B a n g a l o r e  o v e r  a r r e s t  o f  K h i l e  
w o r k e r ,  d i s p e r s e d  b y  p o l i c e  f ire .

tart -°in * ^ ecrot :ary ,  C o n g r e s s  C o m m i t t e e  o f  R a n g p u r ,  f
• * l m i la r  a r r e s t s  f o l l o w e d  in  o t h e r  d i s t r i c t s  in  B e n g a l  a n d

S e c r e t a r y ,  C o n g r e s s  C o m m i t t e o ,  C u t t a c k  s e n t  t o  J a i l .
3 ( a )
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r. \ alffih. J All public meetings prohibited at Dacca undor S. 114. I 
E. the Viceroy at Delhi replied to the address orddio 

Chamber ol Commerce touching upon the political situation 
and gave his fiat for official repression of Congress and Khilafat 
activities.

Indian Association, Calcutta, passed resolution expressing indig
nation and horror at the Moplah Train Tragedy.

V o l u n t e e r  Associations declared unlawful in A s s a m .
27th. Bengal Congress and Khilafat Committees voted Mr. C. R. 
Das with full dictatorial powers in viow of the grave situation facing 
them, and issued appeal to the people to enrol as volunteers under 
his leadership.

Congress and Khilafat volunteers arrested wholesale at Rangpur, 
Barisal, Chittagong and other places in E. Bengal.

Assam Congress volunteers began to be enrolled and re-organised. 
28th. Meerut City gagged for 2 months—Congress and Khilafat 
offices searched and ransacked— so, too, at Sahabad and other places 
of the U. P.
29th. Prince at Ajmer—complete hartal in town—all leading 
N-C-O, workers were arrested.

Bombay Congress Committee passed resolution expressing regret 
for the Bombay disturbances.
30th. The Committee appointed by Madras Government under the 
chairmanship of Mr. Knapp began its enquiry at Coimbatore re 
Moplah Train tragedy.

II. E. Viceroy receivod a deputation of Delhi Mussalman loyal
ists and co operators re Moslem grievances in Turkey, etc. and 
assure1, them of his sympathy and help.

Mr. J. L. Banneijea arrested at, Rampurhat on sedition charge. 
Messrs Phukan and Bardoli with several Congress workers arrested 
at Guuhati.

Trade Union Congress opened at Jharia under the presidency 
of Mr. J, Baptista. (see poste).

December 1921
Chief Events.— Prince of Wales’ tour marked bv1 hartals and.turning 

aclc cf citizens almost everywhere in British India— N-C O revolt against 
inlawful laws” of Govt.- -Wholesale Govt, repression —  Lord Sinha’s resigns 

r of Governorship Arrest of almost all Congress & Khilafat Leaders : 
isrs Das, Lajpat Rai, Motilil Nehru & others— Arrest of Indian Ladies 
alitical grounds.

H M. The King wired to H. M, The Amir expressing pleasure 
1 Afghun peace-treaty ratified

• GoY\
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11 I H i t  rife Knapp Enquiry Committee on the Moplah Train r%Vjd 1-' 
vjK^^^jy,Nmthai 1. M. S. and Major Forrest I. M. S. gave senss^Ty g l  j  

'^ ^ H ^ ^ /ev iden oe  that the death of the 60 out of 100 Moplahs was 
fioftmTlsphyxia in an air-tight goods-van.

All-India Trade Union Congress at Jharia passed Swaraj and 
Swadeshi resolutions (q. v.)

Messrs Phukan and Bardoli, Bars-at-law, N-C O leaders of Assam 
convicted under S, 108 Cr. Pr. Codo and sentenced to 1 year S. 1.— 
36 volunteers at Brubmanbaria convicted for picketing.
2nd. Mr. C. R. Das issued message to Congress-workers dwelling 
upon the importance of non-violence inspite of great provocation 
given by the Police ; also to onroll a million congress volunteers.

Combined Conference of five Mahratta Congress Committees 
led by Mr. N. C. Kelkar of Poona met at Akola to discuss their 
position under the Gandhian creed and expressed their strong disseut 
from the policy of the Congress. Resolutions passed opposing : non
violence in all cases, non-defence in courts, non-entry into councils 
and public boards.
3rd. The Prince attended State Banquet at Bikaner.

N on-co-operation— Bala Lajpat Rai, Dr. Gopiehand, Messrs. 
Sanatanam, Malik Lai Khan and other Congress leaders were arrested 
at Lahore for holding a private committee meeting in alleged 
contravention of the Seditious Meetings Act. Mr. S. E. Stokes, the 
American disciple of Gandhi, was arrested for writing article expos
ing the begar (forced impressed labour) scandal of the Hills for which 
he was charged with sedition.
4th. Viceroy came down to Calcutta in view 6f the forth-coming 
Prince s Visit to the city and the threatened hartal.

Knapp Com. Indian Members insulted by Mr. Reeve, the Ry. 
Inspector, and prevented from examining the Fatal Van,

C. P. and Berar Provincial Conference held at Akola under 
Mr. N, Kelkar and passed resolutions on this and the following day 
as at the last conference (see above— 2nd).
5th. Non-co operation—At Allahabad Pt. Motilal Nehru was 
served with a notice that he will be held personally liable for any 
disturbance during the forthcoming visit of the Prince.

Anglo-Iiidians of Calcutta presented address to Viceroy and 
demanded that Anglo-Indian education be made a special preserve 
under the Central Govt, and removed from under the Indian Minis 
ters of Provincial Govts, as arranged under the Reforms.

Lord Sinba’s resignation of Governorship of B. and 0 , owing 
to ill health announced to take effect from 29 Nov. H. M. the King 
sent a message of regrei,, It was popultnly believod that his resign '-
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I1 ( due to difference of opinion with, and insuboraHMiln
v l>uropean subordinates and a rumour was current t bhtr ic  ̂

to be made a scape-goat by being required to arrest

6th. Non-co operation— Master C. R. Das along with 4 other 
volunteers arrested in Calcutta for peaceful picketing of cloth-shop 
and selling khadder for which ho was mercilessly beaten by 
European sergeants.

Ai, Lucknow orders under S. 144 was passed prohibiting for 
2 months all meetings and postings and distribution of leaflets'on 
boycott. Monl. Salamatuallab, Messrs. Balmokund, Bajpai, Mohan 
lal and other kbilafat workers arrested.

In Allahabad district Pt. Kapildeo Malaviya, Secy. Dist. Con
gress Committee arrested along with office-bearers of the congress 
committee of the Saraon Tehsil.
, ,  ,P.U" di,a Motilal Nehru, Jawahar lal, Shamlal and Mohan
lal of the great Eehru family, Mr. George Joseph (Editor, “ Indepen-
S “ fc. an,d/  ^ rS ?  w •• BT '  D - P< Ta,,d0'* (Chairman, Allahabad Municipality) K. Jaffen, G. S. Misra and other leaders arrested, 
£ ld ° fhc8s. of the Provincial Congress Committee and the 
E nlafat Committee were ranbacked and all papers taken away. 
Allahabad meeting to elect delegates to the Abmedabad Con
gress prohibited.

w uh 50  ndC ' R ' DaS) ^ ra' UAmi,a D evi' M iss Suniti D ebi 
iTckVd up in7aiirre3ted at CalCUt‘a f° r 3Slling Khadder- and
Dflr, ! S : C ^ ?etiTng? prooession8 Prohibited for two months at 

•L - Baonerjaa 8enteuood to tw° years- * * •

Uinne^to V ilrn l°d6nat68 ? " der tha load oi Sir Binode Mitter gave uinn.j to Viceroy who spo.to on present situation.
Sentence passed on Allahabad leaders charged with being con-

5 3  V°PtD t iriN bueld Witbin t,)0 « ao! 5 accused rofusfng to 
‘ fi'n u  Mt ‘ ai  N1hru 3entenced 6 months’ S. I. and Rs.
R N R landon l 8 months and Rs. 250 ; Messrs Jaffri and 

N. Base 6 months and Rs. 100 ; other cases adjourned.

s' : shad f  "8  ! > ha.110 right there was a duty

l!gh?.DB 'Before* they euLour^or'10. "  n f  ^  tb eyX V u ’talking ‘ o£ 
di'ry had done a lulfday'. work | | j U da? P&y' they “huuld that

■ Go% \
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i i ( S pk  I^ ln-co-operation .— In Calcutta wholo town in co i\ W t»n  
prSs^ait'day’s arrest of the ladies. Mrs. C. R. Das and party rfcljkfcdj 

"■ ppcOndidonal 1 y from jail on their refusing to find bail. They resumed 
picketing cloth-shops and selling Khaddar joined by numerous other 
lady volunteers, specially Sikh ladies ; Calcutta students came out 
in hundreds, joined the prohibited volunteers corps, and marched out 
with Khaddar on, seeking imprisonment. 170 arrested during the day.

At Delhi Mr. Suraj Ban, Bar-at-law, Secretary, Dist. Cong. Com. 
arrested. In the U. P, Legislative Council Pundit H. N. Kuuzru 
moved for an adjournment of the House to consider the political 
situation when Governor Sir H. Butler dramatically entered, delivered 
a speech declaiming against picketing and disallowed Pt. Kunzru’s 
motion.
9th. The Prince at Lucknow ; received the Municipal Address of 
loyalty and one from the U. P. Council. Partial hartal in town.

Non-co-operation—Congress leaders of Cocanada District arrest
ed under Section 107 Cr. P. C.— Master Das at Calcutta sentenced to 
6 months R. I. and Rs. 100 fine for picketing— Great excitement at 
Calcutta for patrolling of town by European Military police with 
Machine guns and batch after batch of volunteers offering for 
arrest— 175 arrested in all.— At Basti, U. P., the Secy, and Asst. 
Secy., Tehsil Congress Com. sentenced to 1 year’s R. I. under S,

— At Ballia Swami Brahmanand Bharati, a great religious 
Nader, and Syed Manzur Hossain sentenced to 6 months and 
all other local Congress leadors arrested. Mrs. Motilal Nehru issued 
message exhorting youngmen to enlist as volunteers and fill British 
jails.— At Amritsar Dr. Satyapal and Mr. Gurbaksh Rai, national 
loaders, ordered to furnish security of IN. 10,000 to keep peace for 
i year, refusing which they were sentenced to 1 year each.

At Madras, Criminal Law Amend. Act Part II (Unlawful 
Associations) promulgated by Govt, order.
10th. Non-co operation—Govt, of B. & O. declared all Congress, 
tvnilafat and other national volunteer associations unlawful.— Mr, 
C. R. Das, Maulana A. K. Azad, B. N, Sasmal, Padmarnj Iain, 
Ambica Pr. Bajpai, M. Akram Khan and in all some 150 arres
ted sn Calcutta which became panic-ridden owing to Military pas ad 
! "g streets with Lewis guns. Wave after wave volunteer-batches 
came upon the. Polico officers to meet imprisonment immediately after 
news of Mr. Das and the leaders’ arrest spread. Indiscriminate and 
wholesale arrests, house-searches, raids etc. by Cal. Police. Principal 
Heramba Maitra brutally assaulted by European soldiers in the street.

At Allahabad Mr. George Joseph sentenced to 18 months' 8. I, 
and fine of Rs, 1,000 on one charge and 0 months and Rs. 1,000 fine
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y. V o i@ c^ .a i count. Pts. Gauri Shankar Misra and K. B. MatbmJ^ktl 
XMbBBTO^Wo months and Rs. 200 fine.

Political meetings prohibited at Etawah, U. P.
Police raided Congress and Khilafat offices and National school 

at Gaya— Allahabad Municipal Board meeting adjourned sine die on 
question of presenting address to the Prince as a protest against all
round repression.— At Lahore Police searched the premises of local 
vernacular Presses and of Lala Lajpat Rai, Pt. Rambhu.j Dutt, Prof. 
Ruchi Earn, Mr. Sanatanam and other national leaders ; —Lala Sham 
lal, Editor of Kesari and six Akali Sikh leaders were arrested for 
contravening the Seditious Meetings Act.— At Sialkot 14 Congress
men arrested.— At Patna the ‘Aladal Press’ was mercilessly ransacked 
by the Police for four hours and all papers taken out.

Viceroy in Council refused to accept resolution of the Legis
lative Assembly in last session, re separation of judicial and 
executive functions, on plea of great expenditure— Hon. Mr. Eaza 
Ali, Member, Council of State, wired to Viceroy at Calcutta emphati
cally protesting against policy of repression.
11th. Non-co-operation.— At Calcutta, Mr. H. M. Gandhi 
with a batch of Volunteers arrested for picketing. Congress and 
Khilafat offices were agaiu raided by the Police and all documents 
and papers seized.

Sj. K. Chaliha, president, Assam Cong. Comm, arrested at 
Gaubati.
12th. 1 he Prince at Allahabad attended official functions. Com
plete hartal in town ; all shutters of houses and all shops and bazars 
closed. In the deserted stroets stray Anglo-Indian crowds and Govt, 
school students greeted the Prince.

Non-co-operation— at Dacca Congress and Khilafat Secretaries 
arrested and all political meetings prohibited for on? month. In 
honour of the arrest of Mr. Das and other leaders town was illumi
nated and a bon fire made of foreign cloth.— At Delhi Mr. Asai Ali 
Bar-at-Law and 53 other national leaders arrested for being volun
teer...— At Burma Seditious Meetings Act promulgated at Rangoon, 
Mandalay, Insein and Hautawaddy.— At Lahore the trial of Lala 
Lajpat Rai and other Congress leaders opened. No defence .taken 
by the accused ‘ as they were convinced that the Government could 
not pay even a decent respect to its own laws.” At Pratabgarh 
Moul, M. A. Sherwani sentenced to 18 months R. 1.
13th. The Prince at Benares received address from Hindu Uni- 
versity and degree, of D L. Complete hartal in town except at 
L unnag.ir of the Benares estate. University students did not attend, 
hall being filled by Anglo-Iudian boys.
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\ ^ \ ,^ ^ ^ 0H/C’o ’ operat’ on— At Calcutta students emptied out o^tplirJ 
remained on strike till the Prince left Calcutta. Dinner 

'L^pbshd to  ̂ be given by the High Court Bar to the Viceroy at the 
H. Court dropped. Howrah Bar boycotted during the Prince’s 
stay by the pleaders and the litigant public.

. 1° 7>u,̂ a^’ ®ov,:- issued notification declaring Congress and
Khilafat V olunteer organisations unlawful. At Delhi Mr. Asaf Ali 
sentenced to 1 8 months S. I. ; other volunteers from 6 to 12 months. 
Messrs Abdur "Rahaman, Taqui, Haskar and other Congress men 
arrested.^ At Poona picketing of liquor shops prohibited, At Patna 
Mr. K. Kushin, Sec. Khilafat Com. arrested.

Madras Council— heated debate over the Moplah Train tragedy led by Mr. 
R. K. Shunmueam Chettiar : “The appointment of Mr. Knapp, the Martial Law-
Authority of Malabar under whom the dark tragedy happened as the head of the 
Committee to enquire into the affair left the only possible inference in the mind 
°f the people, viz. that here as in the Punjab, a "process of white-washing was in 
progress.” 6

I4th , The Prince at Nepal.
Non-co operation— At Calcutta 70 volunteers arrested. Col

leges & schools closed heing boycotted by students. At Allahabad 
Oong. Office raided by Police while a meeting of the Provincial Cong. 
Com. was being held ; 45 members were arrested for voting for the 
volunteer organisation. At Poona Civil resisters, Messrs N. C. Kolkar, 
Paranjpp (Editor, Sivarjpa), Bhopatkar (Editor, Loksangraha), Gokhale 
(Editor, Maharatta), Dr. K. Darole (Editor, Raja Karan) began picket- 
Ir|g of liquor shops against Magistrate’s order.
his c , r r; y received address from Bengal Mahajan Sabha & in reply reiterated 
17th -kT t0T justice and for “law & order.” He referred to the events of
threat •V'’ characterised it as intimidation, coeroion, unlawful pressure and 
Govt which the “ law-abiding” citizens having asked for protection

■ cog all those steps against which there was an outcry of repression.

15th. The Prince on shooting trip in Nepal.
N onco-operation -M essrs Bajagopalachari, Ramaswami Naioker 

111 Dr. Raj am, leaders of Vellore, charged for picketing ag linet drink.
. “ t Calcutta 200 volunteers out for picketing ; 120 more arrest- 

. ' p  0-VPr house searches, arrests and convictions of volun-
\ roll of honour’ up to date reported to be 400,

at C°i anr  ̂ Oouhati 96. Wholesale strike of ship coolies
p  I>ook for alleged snatching and stamping with foot, upon
• 't caJ'p- Ity some European Sergeant ; steamers in docks and 
je ies lay idle for days. Mufussil colleges gradually boycotted and 
emptied by students.

At, Benares Babus Bbagwandas. Satyadev and Ft, Sbivnaraya \ 
Misra arrested for publishing a hartal notice.

I*!1®  CHRONIOLE OF EVENTS ( f l T 7



\~. V gi^Besv!ary, National Liberal League, Calcutta vainly wirwli lo 
\ toeroy protesting against police and military terrorism. k ^  J  

~d ;L ':i'Hnovv Liberal Longue wired to Viceroy and U. P. G ovt.
a resolution 9trongly protesting against unlawful Govt, repression.

At, Poona public meeting held under Mr. Kelkar and his friends 
protesting against, the Magistrate’ s order against picketing and ask
ing the people to resort to civil resistance. Batches of young mon 
under the lead of Mr. Kelkar and other leaders begun picketing, 
were arrested, led to the police station and then lot off. 
i6th. Non co-operation— Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar, ex-advocate 
Gonl. of Madras, a moderate, issued manifesto renouncing his titles 
and seat in the Council in protest of Govt, repression and itB 
unconstitutional interference with the liberty of the people.

At Calcutta unprecedented volunteer enthusiasm— 400 out, 120 
arrested. In Mofussil Bengal up-to-date arrests 72 Naraingunj, 200 
Madarlpur, smaller numbers elsewhere. Cal. Medical College 
students joined strike up to 31st. Mr. C. R. Das issuod appeal to 
people. Moderates manifesto headed by Sir A. Choudhury, Sir P. 
C. Roy and others against ruthless Govt, repression issued.

At Allahabad 100 new volunteers enrolled. Mr. Kabasi, 2nd 
Editor, Independent, sentenced to 6 months’ R„ I,

At Poona, Doccan Sabba passed resolution condemning order 
againui picketing—volunteers continue picketing liquor-shops. At 
Lahoie trial of Lala Lajpat Rai & others resumed inside jail in 
carnara inspite of protest.

M o p l a h  c a s u a l t ie s  since o u t b r e a k  issued : k i l l e d  1 ,8 2 6 , wounded 
1,-jOO, captured 5,400, s u r r e n d e r e d  14,000 a p p r o x i m a t e l y ,

1 7th. \ icoroy met Pt. Malaviya in interview and discussod about 
suggested Round Table Conference.

Non-co-operation—-Calcutta—stndents strike complete and
extending all over Bengal, Hood of volunteers increasing— 450 out,, 

i(J arrosled volunteers courting arrest in larger numbers all over 
Bengal. M. Abdul Musabir Chowdhury, Khilafat President of 
■■dollar, Assam, sentenced to I yr. R. I ; M. Akram Khan, Editor, 
MaJl sentenced to 1 yr. R. [, for sedition. Cal. Civil Guards 
out— Bull* and pigs let loose in the streets with the placard 

Civil Guard” .
Al̂  Allahabad Pts. Rhamlal & Mohonlal Nehru sentenced to 6 

wont t>i 1 Xz Us. 100/ fine. At Lucknow Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru 
same ; also to Ml Saxena, Drs. L. Sahani, S. Narain, Pt. B. Bappa, 
Horn r.^Singly Ramachandcr, Lai Bahadur. Khilafatiste, Hakim 
Abdul Walt Salatmitnllu, Shakut Ali, 8 M. Nawab and others 
more severely punished : I yr and Rs. 200/-eacb,

— v \ \  I
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•( ? IjBpknow Sir H. Butler at a Durbar outlined his polio* |f
\ rô «->)5sio!I for alleged breaking the law and congratulated im/tAo-i 
N^^rofjWOT/roatilts uobiovoil which ho detailed at length.

. ' . Ahmedabad, Surat and Nadiad Govt, took forcible posses
Rion of Municipal Schools which had previously been transferred to 
the contrnl of National Education Board by the Municipalities, 
loth . Madras Liberal League under Sir P. S. Shivaswami Iyer 
wired resolution protesting against Govt, policy of repression. 
Dewan Bahadur M. O Parthasorathy Aiyangar wrote to Govt, 
relinquishing titlos, etc, to save tho “ last little self-respect still 
lingering in me” ,

At Calcutta <00 volunteers out, 300 arrested.
19th. B. & 0. Govt, notified that in responso to representation of 
14 Council Members headed by Mr. Hasan Imam repressive action 
under Cr. Law Amendment Act to be postponed.

In Bengal Council, Governor made a long statement on repres
sion and lion-cooperation. Heated debate led by Mr. S. N. Mai lick 
At Calcutta Pt, Malaviya had a long interview with Mr. C. R. £)a? in 
the gaol—530 volunteers out picketing. 250 arrested. Mr. Wajid Ali 
Rani, the colobrated Chand Mia of Karatia, sentenced to 3 months’

1 & Ra, 00,000 security '
Mr. Jamuadas Dwarkadas and Pt. H. N. Kunzru had a long 

interview with M. Gandhi at “ Sabarmati Ashram.”
. At Lahore, Mr. Stokes sentenced to 6 months’ S. I, ; Lala 

f rilokchand sentenced to 3 months’ S. I and 200/-fine. At Poona 
J0°  shop-keepers enrol as civil resisters picketing liquor-shops, 
many arrested, taken to the police station and then let off.
v l“ ' In the H. of Commons Mr. Montagu replying to Mr Ben 
"Poor said that there was no “ repression”  in India, only action had
lf>en taken to prevent civil disturbances and breaches of public 

order.
Allahabad Moderates, Messrs. Raza Ali, N. P. A6thana, G. L 

Earwala, lawari Saran, D. C. Banerji and 20 other., issued muni- 
fisto in roply to Sir H. Butler (see 17tb) emphatically protesting 

aKainst Govt, policy of repression.
Madras Vakils’ Association passed resolution protesting against 

abuse of the Criminal Law by Govt, in repressing N-C-O.
Hon. Lala Sukbbir Singh, Member, Council of Stato, wired to 

icoroy suggesting Round Table Conference under the Chairmanship 
of H. R. H. the Prince of Wales !

Non-co-operation— At Allahabad 5b volunteers convicted and 
sentenced. Security of Rs. 2,000 of the lndirondr.nl forfeited, 
lo o  volunteers including Mr. Jairam, Congress Soeretary, and Pt.

CHRONICLE OF EVENTS f r \ -&

4



/• ^ f e v!7 v 3 80n8 and nePhews arrested for picketing a schoo^-SLA 
8 volunteer convioted and 20 arrested. At D elh i^^ftr^  

X ^ a r i& f  Lai sentenced to 4 months’ R. I, along with 35 others. At 
Calcutta 700 volunteers were out, to declare hartal, 320 arrested ; lady 
volunteers out in increasing numbers from this date. Children arrest
ed and then let off thoy cried for re-arrest and surreptitiously 
entered the lock-ups. At Pirojpur Sreemati Saraju Devi and school
boys arrested. At Dacca Dr. P. C. Ghosh and others arrested. 
At Ranchi 40 arrested. At Hyderabad, Sind, Mr. Daulatram, Cong. 
Sec., sentenced to 2 years R. I. And so on all over India.
? ls t . Malaviya Deputation presented address to Viceroy on Jpre- 
sent situation, in reply to which H. E. said that ho could not comply 
with their request of suspending repression.

Gandhi in reply to Lord Ronaldshay’s last speech (19th.) 
raid that the political situation was the creation of the Govt, and 
that he for one did not want any conference.

Mr, P. Muhammad Khan, M. L. A. made press-statement strongly 
opposing Round Table Conference which was bound to be infructuons 
like the Gandhi-Reading and the Das-Ronaldsbay interviews. He 
thought that Govt, knew people’s grievances well enough arid 
a conference was useless ; that he would oppose it in the Council 
if proposed.

Non-co operation— At Allahabad Pt. Malaviy a’s sons and 
nephews re eased ; others convicted to 1 months’ R. I. At Vellore 

. =*3'l8opa achari, Grenl. Sec., Cong, and Subraraanya Sastri of Arni,
Presid. Prov. Cong. Com. sentenced to 3 months’ R. I, At Calcutta 
“ 1 ar' ss e ' in Muffiisil Bengal students left- school and enrolled 
at l0 U!! '6erE' Abdur Rashid, Vice-chairman Dist. Board,
Noakhali, and M. Ibrahim sentenced to 1 yr.

Behar Govt, issued communique stating that in view of R. T. 
Conference recent, political prisoners to be conditionally released— 
no one actually released as no one accepted the conditions.

J. .Governor refused to call special session of Council on 
requisition of members to discuss the political situation. U. P.
C l,amber o. Commerce protested against the arbitrary order.

' imputation of Bengal Moslem loyalists waited upon Viceroy 
at- Calcutta to represent moderate Moslem foeling on Khilafat!

Prirtce at Patna received official welcome— town in hartal.
m n  r m,La “ Lajpat Eai- Mr' Sanatanam, Dr. Gopi Chand, and 
Malik Lai Khan resumed in Lahoro central jail,— they all refused to

B anyf 8tatB™ent or take any defence as thoy did not rocogniso 
s:,nr,n ' ,a ^ovardbandas, local Cong, president, Mr. Dilwar

h, '>ecy, and many congress volunteers arrested. At Calcutta
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' • \ a%Hj> nvl&ber of mill-hands out from this date— 250 arrestod.^3t(|3- 
\ ...eiwRaau,/Darbhariga Municipality, M. Mohd. Jalil resigned 

postS'ip-'protest.
23rd. Pt. Malaviya had long interview with Bengal Gov ernor on 
the question of release of political prisoners convicted under Cr. Law 
Amend. Act, in connection with Bound Table conference and left 
for Ahmedabad to attond Congress,

N on co  operation,— At Calcutta 2000 volunteers out, 500 arres
ted ; 18,000 mill-hands on strike ; Volunteer enthusiasm and arrest 
kept whole city in commotion—many alleged atrocities by civil 
guards and their friends; Messrs, B. N. Burman and Padamra.i Jain 
sentenced to 1 yr, R. I.

At Allahabad, a numbor of Rajas and Talukdars issued a counter- 
manifesto against the Liberals’ protest (20th) fully justifying Govt, 
action and citing the example of Russia as a warning !

At Poona civil resisters were again out picketing ;— arrested and 
fined and fine realised by issuing distress warrants. Up to date 
number of civil resisters convicted 260.
24th. H. R. H. the Prince in Calcutta—great reception by the 
Europeans, the Indian aristocr icy and Council Members— complete 
hartal in tht, Indian quarter—city partially dark at night owing to 
strike amongst municipal hands ; Indian quarter absolutely quiet and 
terror-stricken.

M Gandhi in reply to the Viceroy (22nd) made a statement to 
c uress representative alleging that the Viceroy w as inciting the 
European against congress-men by saying that the N-C O hartal was 
meant as an insult to the Prince.

All-India Congress Committee under Hakim Ajmal Khan met 
at Ahmedabad on the eve of tho National Congress session to 
consider resolutions to be passed in the open congress.

Mrs. Motilal Nehru opened the All-India Swadeshi Exhibition 
at Ahmedabad before a large audience of congressmen, whore 

- amongst other things the complete process of K .udi manufacture 
was shown and explained.

N on-co-operation.— At Nasik Mr. Oaka, muni, ipal president, 
resigned. At Poona civil registers continue picketing, some convict
ed and sentenced C months’ R. I. At Lahore volunteer processions 
broken up bv a novel plan from this date, vi? wator hos'” turned 
on them. At Allahabad Mr. M Desai, Editor, tho manuscript 
Independent, sentenced to 1 yr. R. 1. ; 62 pickoter= arrested.

A,- Calcutta Mr. Sateowripati Roy, Swami Visudbr.nc.rid, ,- 
Lacbmau Singh, volurtoor-lcaders, arrested. At Gauhati 60 voltin, 
tears including loading pleaders arrested.
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\° \2{fj%. )%htally riot at Calcutta started by drunken EurasianM^tvil 

Guards '.vim killed 1 and wounded 23 Moslems. kJA ^J
. •■■;$£ Benares Congress office broken up by police and its Sec.

arrested—-rush of volunteers in the streets— 150 arrested.
26th. Indian Social Conference at Ahmedabad, Mr. K. Natarajan, 
president. Resolutions passed for abolition of uniouchabiiity, caste- 
system, drink, and extension of female education.

All-India Khilafat Conference at Ahmedabad under Hakim 
Ajmal Khan.

At Calcutta Police constable found shot dead at night. Police 
raid at Machuabazar where mosques were alleged to have been broken 
upon and desecrated.
27th. Indian National Congress in Session at Ahmedabad.

All India Khilafat Conference— Independence resolution of 
Hasrat Mohani ruled out of order by the president. Upon this, 
after conference ended, Mr. Mohani appealed to his followers to stay 
and pass his resolution. This was done.

Govt, of India appointed the Racial Distinctions Committee to 
consider the existing racial discriminations in criminal law between 
Indians and Europeans.
28th. Fourth session of All-India Liberal Federation held at 
Allahabad with Mr. Govindaraghava Iyer as president. Pt, H. N. 
Kunzru, in bis welcome address as chairman, strongly deprecated 
Govt a repressive policy.

All-India Police Conference held its first session at Howrah with 
K  s'lheb P. C. Biswas as president.

Iwional Congress rejected Pt. Malaviya’s motion urging the 
Congress to declare its desire for a round table conference by a large 
majority. M. Gandhi said that personally he was neither for nor 
against any conference, but there was nothing in the Viceregal pro
nouncement which could justify such a step.

Pt Malaviya signed Congress creed and became ex-officio 
member of the All India Committee.

At Benares Sirdar Abdul Karim Khan of Kabul with 30 volun
teers arrested. Fewer arrests at other places.
29th. Second session of the All-India Students' Conference hold 
at Ahmedabad with Mrs. Naidu as president.

Burma Govt, ordered 32 Indians and 16 Burmans to leave 
Rangoon within 24 hours'and not to comeback before 12 Jan in 
view of the Princes’ visit !

Volunteer activity resumed in Calcutta.
Public meeting held at Lahore despite prohibition Under Sedi*



\. Meetings Act attended by 400, for which Lala BaishanaiOT|aIid ,
\i,p€E3^ip6j/gress leaders arrested noxfc day.

-Cotnniotiot) in Police Conference, Howrah, on the president 
being peremptorily ordered by the Insp. Genl. of Police to leave 
Calcutta for his outspoken Presidential Address.
30th. 14th session of the All-India Muslim League held at 
Ahmedabad with M. Hasrat Mohani as president who pleaded for 
the declaration of Indian Independence at once,— the resolution was 
however defeated by a majority.

Congress Working Committee passed resolution urging all Prov. 
Committees to enlist volunteers preparatory to civil disobedience 
to be started from 15th Jan, next. At Calcutta 60 volunteers 
arrested.

II. R. H. The Prince of Wales left Calcutta for Rangoon after 
unveiling the European Wrar Memorial on the M a id a n  in State.
31st. Poona picketing and arrests continued as before.

Editor and Printer, Rangoon Mail, charged with sedition and 
sentenced to 2 years 6 months’ S. I.

s  .
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January 1922
Chief Events.—Prince’s Tour in Burma, Madras and C. P. — Riot at 

Madras on Prince’s visit—The Malaviya Conference Fiasco— Repression and 
Volunteer activity slackened—Trial of Lajpat Rai, Rajagopalachariar and 
other Leaders and their sentence—All-India preparation for Civil Disobe
dience.—

At Delhi 110 volunteers arrested. At Calcutta several mills 
closed owing to strike of labourers in protest of victimisation of 
their leaders for joining NC-O.

H. R. H. The Prince arrived at Rangoon.
At Allahabad Pts. Krishnakant and Govinda Malaviya re

arrested with a batch of volunteers— sentenced next day to 18 months’ 
R. I. for enlisting volunteers. This was subsequently reduced to 6 
months by order of U. P. Govt.
3rd. Pt. Malaviya and sponsors of the R. T. Conference issued 
invitations to 300 leaders all over India to join the Malaviya Con
ference at Bombay.

Arrest of volunteers: Calcutta 80, Agra 52, Lahore 3,Lucknow 
78 ; smaller numbers elsewhere.

Punjab TJniv. Convocation addressed by Sir Ashutosb Mukherji 
who was interrupted by loud shouts of Mahatma Gandhi hi iai”  from 
many graduates.
4th. Sj. S. Chakravarty, Beng. Cong. Committ. president arrested 
at Calcutta and sentenced to 3 months for refusing to take oath and 
gr evidence in Court.
7th Lala Lajpat Rai & party sentenced to I yr R. I. and 6
months b. I. Similar convictions of other congress volunteers in the 
Punjab subsequently reduced by Govt, order to 6 months.

Dr. Kubramaniam sentenced to 1 yr R. I. at Cocanada ; Mr. 
Sundara Row to 6 months’ S. I. at Vizagapatam.

, . ^innhamad Haji, the Moplah King, arrested with retinue 
a-id arms in Malabar— shot with 6 others on 20th.
9th. At Calcutta ladies again out picketing. Pt. Ambica Pr, 
Bn.i ■ sentenced to i  months’ R. I. At Patna M. Kursaid Hossain,
K. inha and Jagat N. Lai sentenced from 6 to 11 months’ S. I. 
10th. Punjab Govt, issued solemn warning'against civil disobedience : 
Ibeyaa’.d Gove, will deal with Civil Disobedience _ measures 
more systematic and rigorous than any which have hitherto been 

opted. Public consternation as repetition of Jbcllianwalla 
apprehended.

*^egidative Assembly met a Delhi— motion .'or adjournmen t 0:

■ e° i x  ,



r. \ibg % °4 g /to  consider the “ present situation”  disallowed— P tN w flri 
^aran ’sLrOsolution urging Govt, to drop their repressive T^oror* 

post poped.
1 1th. Ladies’ meeting held at Lucknow Congress office led by Mrs- 
Abdul Quair and daughters of Hon. Pt. Jagat Narain to encourage 
men to join national movement and adopt the national programme 
of the Congress.
l^th. Sitamarhi proclaimed a disturbed area by B. & O. Govt.— 
punitive police costing Rs. 25 000 imposed upon the people for 
alleged N C-0 activity.

Lala Girdhari lal, Congress Com. president, Amritsar, M. Daud 
Gaznavi and Mr. Sunam Rai arrested previous day sentenced to 1 yr.
S I. for enrolling volunteers.
13th. H. R. H. the Prince in Madras attended official functions—  
town in hartal— mob out-break in town and free street fight between 
Adi-dravidian & Non-Brahman loyalists and non co-operators. Police 
and Military dispersed crowd by fire.
14th. Malaviya Conference held at Bombay with Sir Sankaran 
Nair in the chair on this and following day. Sir Sankaran left the 
meeting subsequently in great anger saying that ‘ he would break the 
conference’ . Sir M. Viswesvarya then took his chair.
15th. Meeting held at many places at Calcutta to inaugurate civil 
disobedience. Civil resisters began picketing at Poona. Rejuvenat
ed volunteer activity in many places in the U. P. and Punjab to 
launch wholesale Civil Disobedience.
1 (5th. Racial Distinctions Committee appointed by the Legislative 
Assembly began to hold sittings at Delhi from this day— vory little 
response from important Indian parties.
17th. Congress Working Cora, met at Bombay under Gandhi, 
Postponed civil disobedience till end of month in pursuance of 
resolution passed at the Malaviya conference. Sir Sankaran Nair issued 
ms famous press-letter explaining why he left the conference (15tb) 
and denouncing Gandhi in unmeasured language.

Lady pickoters began to be out at Lahore from this day headed 
Kunmri Lsijabati, Principal, Kanya Mahavidylaya, Julluuder, 

and escorted by volunteers.
^Sst. Gaoler, Patna gaol, resigned to follow N-C O.

Resolutions in the Legislative 'Assembly and t’ iC ouncil of 
. ‘*,e moved by M. Iswar Satan and Mr P. M. Sethfia respec

tively for round table conference defeated after a long and heated 
debate.
151 th: Gandhi replied to Sir Sankaran’ s letter, Similar protests to

■ g°$x
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\S. I tl^ ^ ttar was made 'by the Secy of the conference, Mr. t ro ty ls  
lyWftar, g/nd many other leaders. C /X U

v Publ ic meetings at South Calcutta under Mrs. Das broken up by 
police charge resulting in almost the death of a Bengalee lady visitor, 
Hemnalini Debi, alleged to be struck by the European officer in 
command. Babu S. Cbakravarty sentenced to 1 yr. for voluntoec 
enrolment,

Babu Bhagwan Das at Benares released unconditionally, but he 
refused to go borne and stayed under prison conditions till all were 
released or his sentence of 12 months expired.
22nd. Dirge N-C-0 meeting at College Sq. Calcutta, broken up 
by Police baton charge— 280 arrested.
22rd Public meeting at Dacca held against Magistrate’s order 
di.q "rsed by I dice baton charge directed by the Magistrate ending 
in some 50 of the public seriously wounded.

L ’la Duni Chaud of Ambaia with followers arrested and sen
tenced to 6 months R. I. for picketing liquor shops.
25th. In Assam, ori this and following days, tenants terrorised to 
pay taxes by Gurkha soldiers being marched through the villages 
which made default in paying revenue following N C O , the new 
bio-tax campaign.
26th. idccretaries of the Malaviya Conference received reply from 
the Viceroy that he saw no use of further discussion about the R. T. 
Gonterence.

Serious riot at Tittagarh Mill ending in police firing on the 
singers— L hilled, 40 wounded. Raizida Hansraj, president, Jullun- 
(lor congress Committee, arrested for picketing liquor-shops. At 
Calcutta 500 N-C-0 volunteers arrested in numerous large mass 
meetings all over the city. In Behar Council K. Mobd. Xoor’s re
solution urging withdrawal of repression passed against Govt, Gandhi
a 1 au , , o w  f° r Bardoli ia v' ew of starting Civil Disobedie,.
A' Allahabad big public meeting called by Mrs. Kamala Nehru held 
against Magistrate s order.
27th. Ballings hat tragedy, E. Bengal, in which armed police came 
in contact with pickoters and opened fire, killing a few and wound
ing many.

Annual Conf. of Assoc. Europ. Chamb. of Commerce hold at 
Calcutta; Cord Kormldshay said that Indian labour trouble was 
engineered by politicians,
«  v „ Dftrglid“ i ,1!|S'd ’ Secretary, Amritsar Cong. Com. sentenced to 
tv.,- Mataravi, Lsjpat Rai’e paper, suppressed at I.ahore.
Fmia}6 v* m°"w. l ° ^ , er11‘ ^ are PsP0r9 bad their security forfeited:
J  ratal,, Kuan, A  k a li,  Kkulaular,
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\. Nth-co-operators of Surat under vbe lead of Messrs. G&ntiJ,
'  *iv if>  ! . ^ ya^ ‘ held conference at Bardoli to enquire aboiW^lfc-^
NgJfifHj^eadinass for the ‘No-Tax’ campaign— resolution was passed 
that. Bardoli Taluk was prepared for mass civil disobedience. Notice 
\"a,i sent, to the Congress Working Committee that unless prohibited 

stoP paying land revenue under the direct leadof Gandhi.
30th. Secretaries, Malaviya Conference again wired to Viceroy ex
pressing readiness to meet his wishes— no response made by latter 
Gandhi was asked by the Secretaries to postpone last date of civil 
disobedience for 3 days more which he did.

Tala Lajpat Lai and party released from jail as the Govt, came 
to the conclusion that, the meeting for which he was convicted waB 
not a public meeting. He was re-arrested under a new charge under 
the Cr, Law Amend. Act 1
31st. At the Bengal Council Prof. Mukherji’ s resolution urging 
the withdrawal of repressive orders of Govt, was passed by a majority 
after a keen debate defeating Govt, amendment.

Congress Working Committee under Hakim Ajmal Khan advised 
people not to take up mass civil disobedience until Gandhi advised.

February 1922
Chief Events.—Suspension of land-Tax in Guntur and Assam district 

discontinued—The Chauri chaura outrage—Suspension of Civil disobedience 
by Gandhi—Begnning of split in N-C-O camp at Delhi.

1st. Extra Military Police, Gurkha soldiers and armoured cars 
were stationed in several villages in the Guntur Diat. for their with- 
bolding taxes in pursuance of civil disobedience—cost of additional 
police and military ordered to be realised from the people. Up to 
the end of January out of Rs. 1,473,000 of the first kilt payable to 
Hovt. only some 4 lakhs were paid.
•jfd. Mr. N. C. Kolkar of Poona sentenced by Magistrate for 
picketing liquor shops along with others ; campaign went on as 
before, up to-date arrests in this connection being 500 at Poona.

In view of resolution of All-India Congress Committee \\ est 
Godavery Dist. Cong. Comm, asked ryots to pay up land revenue so 
long held up in view of adoption of mass civil disobedience.

Strike at Tundla Ry. Station, owing to some Indian fire-man 
being kicked and Btruck by an European foreman, gradually spread 
all over the E. I. Ry. in the U. P. Military were called in to mount 
guard on stations,

4(a)
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G 4 tl| |  Gatidhi issued his famous letter to the Viceroy and G o ^ ^ jf  j  
India intimating the initiation of mass civil resistance by non
payment of taxes l>y the Bardoli Taluk under his load. — He once 
more requested Govt, to revise their policy.
5th. 50 women volunteers accompanied by large crowds paraded 
streets of Didhi in anticipation of mass civil disobedience.

West Kistua Dist. Cong. Com. also advised ryots and land
holders to pay up land revenue so long held up.

Ghastly mob outrage on Police station at Chauri Chaura,
U. P. by a mob of about 2000 non-co-operators resulting in the burn
ing of some 22 policemen, Panic in Gorakhpur and Bareilly for a 
whole week,

Riot at Bareilly—European Magistrate seriously hit— police 
opened fire killing and maiming many. Panic in the district for several 
days. British Infantry stationed in the town. All Congress volunteer 
porps disbanded— Congress workers of the neighbourhood arrested. 
6th. Govt, of India issued a communique in reply to Gandhi’s 
manifesto “  taking up the challenge thrown out by Gandhi a id re
pudiating that they had been following a policy of ‘ lawless repression’ .”
7th. Gandbi replied to the Govt, of India communique refuting 
their allegations and explaining why civil disobedionce was going to 
be launched.

Govt, of Bombay issued orders superseding Municipalities of 
Ahmedabad and Surat for their having adopted N-C-O.
9th. Gandhi came to Bomhay from Bardoli and held anxious con
sultations with Pr. Malaviya, .Tayakar, Jinnah, Natarajan and others 
of the Independent party on the affairs of Chauri.
10th. At i ’richinopoly Messrs. P. Kothandaraman and Janab Yakub 
Hassan again Bnntenoed to 1 yr. R. I. for N C-0 work. On tbo 
previous day 40 picketed obstructing sale of wine licence were 
arrested with all loaders.

Mr. G. Ramohandra Rao of Cocanada, N C -0 loader, sentenced 
in ] month’o S. 1. for refusing to take oatb in court.
11th. Working Committee of Congress met at Bardoli and after 
long and anxious deliberations issued next day tho famous Bardoli 
resolutions suspending civil disobedience.
12th. Gandhi went on a five days’ fast to do penance for the 
Chauri Chaura and Bareilly tragedy.

At Calcutta 2,000 Khilafat volunteers attempted to hold meet- 
v}** i at <h^erent' places to express rejoicing at the conviction of 
Moulana Abul Kalam A*id but were frustrated by the Police, 450 
being arrested.
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f f $ 6 w \  C l i l iO N lC L E  OF K V E N p  .
r  U < H  Jlfl E, II. Tho Prince oi Wales at Delhi entortaiuCd I m p I s - 
\ ^ j i | g g * « t ^ S t a t e  f u n c t i o n s  f o r  t h o  n e x t  w o e k .

1 5 t h .  P o l i c e  o u t r a g e  o n  n o n - c o - o p e r a t o r s  a t  K a n a r i g h a t ,  S y l h e t ,  
a s s e m b le d  a t  a  N - C - O  b a z a r — c a s u a l t i e s  8  k i l l e d  a n d  m a n y  w o u n d e d .  
1 7 t h .  C a w n p o r o  K h i l a f a t  C o m m ,  u n a n i m o u s l y  r e s o l v e d  t o  u r g e  t h e  
C e n t .  K h i l a f a t  C o m m ,  t o  s t i c k  t o  c i v i l  d i s o b e d i e n c e  i n s p i t e  o f  t h e  
B a r d o l i  d e c i s i o n s .  B e n g a l  P r o v .  C o n g ,  a n d  K h i l a f a t  C o m m ,  a l s o  e x 
p r e s s e d  d i s s e n t  b u t  a c c e p t e d  t h e  B a r d o l i  r e s o l u t i o n s  f o r  t h e  t i m e  
b e i n g .

2 4 t h ,  M e e t i n g  o f  t h e  A l l  I n d i a  C o n g .  C o m m ,  h e l d  a t  D e l h i  a t  
H a k i m  A j m a l  K h a n ’ s h o u s e  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  B a r d o l i  r e s o l u t i o n s .

T h o  f a m o u s  D e l h i  R e s o l u t i o n s  i s s u e d  p a r t i a l l y  a b r o g a t i n g  t h e  
B a r d o l i  d e c i s i o n s — b e g i n n i n g  o f  s p l i t  i n  t h e  N  C - 0  c a m p .

March 1922
Chief Events—Turn in Indian Politics—Mr. Montagu forced to resign to 

placate Lord Curron and other Imperialists—Mahatma Gandhi arrested — 
Stringent measures to suppress Indian political development threatened 
f r o m  Whitehall.
9 t h .  Mr. Montagu, the Secretary of State for India, was forced to 
resign to placate the Imperialists, Lord Curzon and his party, and 
tho Dyers and O’ Dvvyers in England,
1 0 t h .  Mahatma Gandhi arrested at Ahmedabad for sedition.
1 8 t h .  T h e  tr ia l  o f  M a h a t m a  G a n d h i — h is  w r i t t e n  s t a t e m e n t — t h e  
j u d g m e n t .  T h e  M a h a t m a  s e n t e n c e d  t o  S i x  y e a r s ’ imprison
m e n t — th o  s a m e  p u n i s h m e n t  as w a s  a w a r d e d  t o  L o k m a n y a  T i l a k .

[Fuller Chronicle for 1922 will be given in the next Issue of the Ilegister.]
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\H  Ci> .Resume of Political Events in 1921-22 )
disturbances in U. P. suppressed by Police and Military 

force— N-C-O among students in Bengal and Punjab threatening a collapse of 
.educational institutions— Duke of Connaught arrived to inaugurate the reformed 
t ouncils-boycott campaign started by 11. Gandhi.
February’21 .— The first session of the new Reformed Councils at work— Akali 
movement in the Punjab suffered the Nunkana massacre-Duke’s tour in 
Northern India ; his famous speech of "forgive and forget” at Delhi— N-C-0 in 
.. . m the shape of liquor picketing-Boycott campaign Continued-Repression

nrst started id Malabar. 1
March 21. Councils continued— U. P. Govt, preparing to grapple N-C-0 by 
force— failure of N-C-0 campaign amongst students and lawyers— The Beawada 
Congress programme started by Gandhi and party.
A p ril'21.— Arrival of the new Viceroy Lord Reading— Lull in N-C-0 activity 
T la 2,Qe8i ’0n °£, compromise raised in various quarters— high expectations from 
h"r:1 fading all over the country— Mob outrage at Malegaon and Giridih—  
Molshi batyagraha campaign— The Erode Khilafat conference.

2“ Be|ngai . r Th<! ChandPur Gurkha outrage-Chittagong strike 
Bmhers"apolog, ep13e 1Dfructuou3 Uandhi-Reading interview-The Ali

p!nn ^ 1,r SlHkei continued-The Afghan bogey started to blackmail the All 
Brothers— Controversy on the Gandhi-Roading Interview-Hope of VicangM 
b-jons so long anticipated extinguished— Nagpur riots.

!UTld over*subBCribed—  Signal triumph of Gandhi —  
mn'n 1 '', a °f Bf,,wh, ol,°.th MarteJ by Gandhi all over India-Moslem 
P dice the £atwa aSainst service in the Army and
Auuu\T -21 -T d 'ip  „rach' Kh,lafat C°"f̂ efice repeating same. *
idalahor— Gandhi’s tour r ^  aB 0Tcr Inr!ia— Moplah rebellion in
drink campaign in. India UPPfr Ind,a— Pu88y foot Jhonson’s arrival and anti-

suppressing uV slet^itati^n t i l  T .  and ®tb,:r Mos!« «  leaders— Policy of 
tf-C-0 oampaign inten^fled hv £  A ?  „ lnd'a, "!auBurat,;d by Government-
Ocfober ’21_The i; ,n V . y Gandhi— Gnndln adopted the lom cloth.
Hast an in Madias— rounding °lnAl,,Br“lhf 8 * ?thfs -A rre st of Yanab Yakub 
campaign for the boycott of the Prince star”  d t y  ctodM .00nt,nued- Wbirlwind

n ° r ,n b Bom bly-G ovt Prince.ilJ Bombay-All-India liartal-Serious
Bengal Govt, declaring N-C-fTittontoer118* N"C’? actmt.le8 inaugurated by
V. P , Punjab and Aisam Q.vts ™ ib e Z " '4? ? ' ??'aw£ul. foll^ d by 1 , ’ ' the use of the National Volunteers.
M Cc T  L  aid IDd 1 af a Meahh  ̂bo Wecn ° 0Tt- and N-C-0 voluntcers-Arrest of 

-T h e  T *  India— Repression In cxcelsis-20,000
Ahmedabad declared in favour d v i S ^ d K ! ’ 0‘h<iI C0DferenCC8 heU at

Cntfw n-tndeM fn ^fiasco”— AU06! !? Bombav for convening a Round Table 
Gandhi to.lead at Bardoii-Guntur

f l f 6W Y i l  CHRONICLE OF EVENTS  i C T
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1 C  vfilIndia in 1921-22
A Review of Political Events

India, in 1921 ivaa in the throes of all but a great revolution. 
The genesis of this, as of all other recent trouble, is to be traced 
to the great War. When War broke out in 1914 India was little 
better than under a Russianised system of administration. But 
as the strength of the German War organisation and the danger 
to tho very existence of Britain becamo more and more apparent, 
Imperial pride was for once thrown aside and Britain cried to her 
vast Empire to rally round her and save her from destruction. 
High and noble sentiments wore given out as tho war-aims 
of the Allies, such as “ to make the world safe for democracy,” “  self- 
determination for all people on earth,” and so on, and Germany was 
painted as the arch Enemy of Mankind ! Amidst the turmoil of an 
Armagaddon the people ot India was made to understand that here 
was a chance of their deliverai.ee from the humiliating position of 
bondage and serfdom to the status of an equal partner in the British 
Commonwealth of Nations. In August 1917 the far-seeing British 
Cabinet made a famous declaration to India promising full responsible 
government in the near future.

And none too soon. Early in 1918 Europe shook under the 
impotus of the big German thrust. A cry of alarm rang through
out the Empire and the King Emperor sent a message to India that 

tho need of the Empire was India’s opportunity.” India forgetting 
her woes roso as oue man. In tho pages of history of this period 
Indias’ war servicos are written in letters of gold.

But after the Armistice war promises sought back-doors of 
escape The Defence of India Act enacted as a war emergency came 
to be used to demonstrate that India was seditious. The It wlatt 
Committoe conceived in the same spirit, to counter the generous 
recognition of India’s services, stigmatised India as seething in sedi
tion and advocated Star Chamber proceedings. Tho Rowlatt Act w s 
forcibly passed. Recognised from Royalty downwards as equal 
partners, having fought in the field as equal partners, India now
w.is in no mood to take this insult lying low and a wave of protest 
swept from one end of the country to tho other. On the Oth April 
1919 a national hartal was observed. What happened next is now 
well known to the world. Sir Michael O’Dwyer, a “ strong man” 
of the bureaucracy, the Governor of tho Punjab, proceeded 
to teach a lesson. For 3 months ho kept his province under
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lS- 'v â ^ l  /;¥ ''•  brought Goul. Dyer and then happon&d. tbo
/massacre of 500 innocent men, women and chilch-elAtt^ 

Jhallinv, .11a Bagh.’:
Too Puniab was kept under strict censorship by Sir Michael 

and no nows leaked out from the Martial Law area. Eventually 
Martial Law was withdrawn and a Committee of Enquiry under 
Lord Hunter waa appointed by the Government of India, but 
before it began to work Lord Chelmsford’s Government hastened 
to pass an Indemnity Act which justified and gave legal sanction to 
all acts done by the officials in the Martial Law days even 
though they were against all laws— civic and moral. The proceedings 
of the old Legislative Council on the passage of this Act is worth 
reading as they fully reveal the astounding mentality oi high 
officials of the Government of India. The Indemnity Act, like 
the Rowlatt Act, was literally forced through the house against 
the united opposition of the Indian members. But the tales 
of Martial Law horrors perpetrated by British officials and soldiers— 
a hundred-fold more horrid than ever perpetrated by the much 
maligned Germans in Belgium— came gradually to bo revealed 
before the Hunter Committee and the non official Congress Enquiry 
Committee. They are too ghoulish to be named or recounted, but in 
vmw of the fact that even now some of the English Newspapers 
advocate martial law whenever there is a slight disturbance, a few 

bu mon,ti?hed in passing. Men like the Hon. Lala 
U1-1 .1011 Lai, now a Minister of the Crown, wore transported for life, 

au.i some were literally executed ! Mon were killed in mass in order 
to produce a moral effect ”  ! Trained officers paraded tbo air with
H P t v  \ i,1!iitdc°.Ppod bombs 0,1 sohoo!3 and villages. Men like the 
ion. oir M. m . bhafi, now a member of the Government of India, 

were forced to keep indoors! Women were made to stand in 
a row, made naked, and a high officer was alleged to have explored 
their private parte with his cane !!! History— even of the darkest 
chapters of Rome or 0f the M ogbuls-is unable to hold a parallel to 
such bestial atroeit.es. But still the Hunter Committee issued a 
white washing report and His Majesty’s Govt, characterised General 
,, 8.,aot “  only an error of judgment ”  and virtually condoned 

gu,lt ? f the °,tllpBrT8 concerned. Some of these wore virtually pro 
mol eel and are still in India, and many retired >o draw their princely 
pens.ons from the country which they had oulrnged so well ! The 
ffouse of Lords, on the motion of Lord Finlay, by a vast majority cor, 

c nnec t.be Govt, for the slight nominal punishment that had been

1 I'sswS^ n £ ! *  U,° rCSdW iB nfe" Cd *° 0Ut "
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V a^lded-t^  some of the guilty officers, and Englishmen, Bjtffhlin, 
India, raised a huge sum of money by public 

tiou to present to General Dyer for “  saving the Empire” ! Such 
was tbe setting in which Non-co-operation was conceived by Gandhi 
as the only remedy available to a despairing people.

The Khilafat Question.
Following in the trail of the Punjab came the Khilafat trouble 

tVhen war broke out between England and Turkey a large army of 
Moslem soldiers was raised in India by all the seductive art of British 
diplomacy. Tho Indian Moslems were led to believe that ny 
fighting the Turks they would really be freeing Islam from tbe 
clutches of German domination, and from the British Premier and ' 
the Viceroy tempting promises were repeatedly held out regarding 
Moslem interests. Solemn declarations were also made affirming 
the territorial integrity of the Holy Places of Islam and of tho 
Kbalifate and disavowing any intention of crippling the temporal 
powor and possession of the Sultan. Led by all these promises the 
Moslems all over India joined the colours with enthusiasm, and 
moro than half a million fought for their ‘ King and His Country ’ .

When war came to an end an intonso agitation was raised in 
Imperial England, seeking fresh fields for altruistic exploitation, 
to drive the Turks finally out of Europe. Influential states
men, peers, church dignitaries, members of parliament and even 
Ministers of the Crown joined the campaign. False statements about 
Turkish atrocities in Armenia were given tho widest circulation and 
America was induced to join in the campaign against tho Turks. A 
long delay elapsed between the armistice and the announcement of tho 
treaty.terms proposed to Turkey, and in the meanwhile tho anti-Turk 
agitation was used as a lovor to secure the dismemberment of Turk > 
and to divide the spoil amongst the allies. Arabia wus carvel out, 
into a British protectorate. Mesopotamia for its rich oil fields was 
yarningly placed under British mandate. Thrace war. bartered away 
to tho Greeks as a reward for their war services. Palestine was 
assigned for the rehabilitation of tho wandering Jews ; and the 
solemn promisos made by the British Premier went along the way 
°f similar promises made to the British ponple themselves ubout 
the execution of the Kaiser, the realising of huge indemnities from 
Germany, and other Lloyd Georgian rigmarole.

The world of Islam stood aghast. British promises have a 
tradition of their own in history, and it is a wond- Imw people 
aro still misled and nurse a grievance for their breach Tho Turkish 
Nationals rose in revolt under Mustafa Kamel, an 1 his subsequent 
Career against tho allies afford an interesting study of the political
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i I !ps^9o!ojg|, of the different nations of Europe. In India the \ k j  
a ^ ame  ̂ 'vas Mahomed Ali, but he was secuiely 

up in internment during the whole period of the war on the pretext 
of-being a Pro-Turk. All that the disgruntled Indian Moslem — 
ever loyal to their British masters even to the detriment of purely 
w u u ?  “ ^ereat— could now do was to agitate. The first All India 
Abitatat Conference met at Delhi on November 23rd 1919. Mr 
Uandhi who attended advocated a joint Hindu-Moslem campaign tc
secure not only the Khilafat but all other Indian grievances. The
second Khilafat Conference with growing numbers mot after the 
historic Congress session at Amritsar in December 1919, It was 
signalised by the presence of Mr. Mahomed Ali who had just’then beau 
suddenly released. From that day begins the real Khilafat 
agitation in India and Mr. Mahomed Ali along with his brothe- 
. Ir. houkat Ali, became the head and shoulder of the movement. 
At once it was proposed to send deputations to Europe. On 
December 12th a strong representation signed by very influential 
Mabomedans including such men as H. H. The Aga Khan and 
tne Kt. Hon. Syed Amir Ali was submitted to the British Premier. 
Jn January 19th 1920 a deputation headed by Dr. Ansari
waited on the Viceroy here in India but came back disap
pointed. Next month, February 1920, the third Khilafat Con-

a.nd .|83ued the famous Kbilafat; Manifesto i  J d further details, see 1. A. It. 1820-1921). The same 
in° Vur ” ’ depBUtatl0n to Europe sailed under Mr. Mahomed Ali and
StatoTor Indta by the Britiah Premier ail<1 th« Secretary of
Premier’s r !l i ' 1 ba representations made by Mr. Ali and also the
in the i  V  «  y,orA V̂ ry intere,8ting and wiU ba found quoted in full
Mr Ali could m l  1 l!.'3plt6°! heroie eflrorts f» the next few months Mr. AH could make>no impression. At last in May 1920, the in
Vmernv * 0vr0B waB made >)ublic- a,ld simultaneously the
’ ‘ messago to the Indian Moslems asking them to ‘boar

up with Patience and resignation the misfortunes of their Turkish 
’ ’I0 ir®'J ' K-u-i f r,lga t° white heat and on the 28t.h
v!'iyr- JOi i^  ‘ \Tafat ° Q“ '!a,tteo met at Bombay and at once adopted 
Mr. Gandhis Non co-operation project as the only means now left to 
them. Two days later, on 30th May 1920, the All India Congress 
Committee mot at Benares and in view of the great issues involved 
in the matter of the Khilafat and the Punjab wrongs decided 
o hold “ special eusbion of the Congress in the September following. 
In June 30th a joint Hindm Moslem Conference was hold at Allaba- 

in In ,and ,1' laba‘ ma kundln cemented Hindu .Moslem cnMc by 
noli v ' l l !  T adlo o ? 00'■^■operation as the last plank in Indian

J June -2nd, a message signed by numerous Muhammadan
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V -A le ^ e /W s  submitted to the Viceroy, asking him to secure rawlfiln  1 
< T O ^ .^ arkUh ^eaoe terms and, in the event of the British Cabinet 

ra44i4+ t̂o comply with the Muslim wishes, to make common cause 
with the Indian Mussalmaus. It further warned him that if he 
ai ei to adopt the suggestion, they would be obliged from the 1st 
ugus following to withdraw co-operation from tho Government 

n! j L ^ f  oth0r Mussalmaus and Hindus to do likewise. Mahatma 
, . 11 1 a o0. a(ldressed a letter to the Viceroy in which he explained
his connection with the Khilafat question. Ha told bin. how he 
i p 11- ? 1?6- 16 h'rou’>ng anxiety of the Mussulmans and their distrust

o n is m ention and how he bad advised them not to give way 
o osptur. e pioceeded : “ The terms violate ministerial pledges

and utterly disregard Mussulman sentiment. I consider that as a 
staunch Hindu wishing to live on terms of the closest friendship 
w.th my Mussalman countrymen, I should be an unworthy son of 
India if I did not stand by them in their hour of trial The
report of the majority of tho Hunter Committee and your Excellency’s 
despatok thereon have aggravated the distrust. In theso circum
stances, the only course open to one like me is either in dospair to 
sever all connection with British rule, or if I still retain the fuith in 
tho inherent superiority of British Constitution to all others at 
present in vogue, to adopt such moans as will rectify the wrong done 
and thus restore confidence. I have not lost iaith in such superiority 
and 1 am not without hope that somehow or other, justice will yet 
he rendered if we show requisite capacity for suffering. It is then 
because I believe in British constitution that 1 have advised my 
Muslim friends to withdraw their support from your Excellency’s 
Government, and the Hindus to join them.’ ’

1 ho .list of August was celebrated as a Khilafat day. A general 
artal was declared and Non-co-operation proclaimed. Mabatraa 
aildhl took the lead in renouncing all Govt, titles and honours, 

U’ "J t’otvirned his medals etc., to the Vioeroy. In a oovering lottcr 
addressed to the latter he said :— “ Events have happened during 
J 6 Pest month which have confirmed mein tho opinion that the 
mpenal Govt have acted in the Khilafat matter in an unscrupulous, 

immoral, and unjust manner and have been moving from wrong to 
wrong to defend their immorality. I can retain neither respect nor 
mfection for suoh Govt. Tho at titudo of the Imperial and your Kx- 
ct. ency s Government on the Punjab quostion has given me addi- 
loiia ca iso for great dissatisfaction. Your Excellency’s light-hearted 

fd ^Hioial crime, your exoneration of Sir Michael O’Dwyer,
‘ , r‘ p ° !ltagu s despatch, and, above all, the shameful ignorance of 

e t unjab events aud callous disregard of tho feelings of Indians 
no-rayed by tho House of Lords, bavo filled n o with the gravest 

0
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- V'ini^^i,wWrega,'|iiiig the future of the Empire, have estrangeqTTej^ 

from the present Government, and have disabled me 
{rom"teudering, as I have hitherto whole-heartedly tendered, my 
loyal co operation,” The feeling in India became worse in proportion 
as the Government persisted more and more to insult Muslim senti
ments and as Members oi Parliament in England, and the Anglo- 
Indians residing in India, began more and more to support General- 
Dyer. The Europeans in India went so far as to open a Dyer 
Appreciation Fund and raised a large sum of money to be presen
ted to him. Associations of Europeans and Anglo-Indian papers 
vied with each other in extolling General Dyer’s services. Every
where in European ciroles Dyer was proclaimed as the Saviour of 
the Empire.

T h e C a lcu tta  S p e c ia l C o n gress

Mahatma Gandhi and Maulana Sbaukat Ali toured through 
a great part of the country before the Special Session of tho 
Congress met at Calcutta early in September 1920, under the 
presidentship of Lala Lajpat Rai, After a long discussion, the 
Congress adopted the Non-co-operation resolution by a large 
majority. The resolution recited that in view of the fact that 
m the matter of the Kbilafat, Indian and Imperial Governments 
had signally failed in their duty towards the Mussulmans in India, 
fiM  the Prime Minister had deliberately broken his pledged words 
and ̂ further, in view of the fact that in the matter of the events of 
April ibl9, both the said Governments had grossly negleoted or 
tailed to protect the innocent people of the Punjab, punish officers 
guilty of aneoldioily and barb irons behaviour towards them, and had 
exonerated Sir Michael O’D vyer, and that the debate in the House 
of Cords betrayed a woeful lack oi sympathy with tho people of India 
and showed virtual support of the systematic terrorism and fright- 
fulnoss adopted in the Punjab, the CongresB was of opinion that 
there can be no contentment in India without redress of the two 
a'ore-mentioued wrongs, and the only effectual moans to vindicate 
National honour and to prevent similar wrongs in future is the 
establishment of Swarajya.

The Congress was further of opinion that there was no course 
If ft open for the people of India but to approve of and adopt the 
policy of progressive Non-violent Non co operation, until tho said 
wrongs aro righted and Swarajya is established. It accordingly 
advised : (a) surrender of titles arid honorary offices and resignations 
rum nominated neats in local bodies, (b ) Refusal to attend Govern

ment levies, Durbars etc , (c) Gradual withdrawal of children from 
schools and colleges owned, aided, or controlled by Government, and

Go% \  f
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th^i^atalffiNhmont of national schools and colleges in their p la ^ k (l) 

l/oycott of British Courts by lawyers and litigants^-TiW^ 
^-eStobRsbment of private arbitration courts for the settlement of 

private disputes, (e) Refusal on the part of military, clerical and 
labouring classes to offer themselves as recruits for service in 
Mesopotamia, ( / )  Withdrawal by candidates of their candidature 
from the Reformed Councils and refusal on the part of the voters to 
vote for any candidate, and (<7) Boycott of foreign goods. Tbo Con
gress further advised adoption of Swadeshi in piece-goods on a vast 
sea e and, to meet the requirements of the nation which could not be 
“ et lndiau Mills alone, it advised manufacture on a large scale 

} moans of reviving hand-spinning in every home and hand-weaving 
on 0 part of millions of weavers who had been forced to abandon 

eir ancient and honourable calling.
. ^ f i n  Chandra Pal’s amendment which asked for a mission 

o be sent to the Prime Minister to lay before him a statement of 
Indian grievances, coupled with a demand for immediate autonomy, 
and, in case ot his refusal to receive this mission or to replace the 
Act ot fitly by a measure granting full autonomy to India, for the 
adoption 0 a policy 0f active Non-co-operation and, in the meantime, 
advising the consideration of Mahatma Gandhi’s programme and the 
adoption of measures as preparatory to actual putting into practice of 
that programme, was thrown out in the Congress by a large majority. 
Mr. L. lv. I as, then of the Pal following, was also opposed to M. 
Gandhi s programme and he had with him a large number of Bengal 
representatives opposing Gandhi, but they were all out-voted.

Ihti Lon~Co-operation Campaign
The adoption of the Non co operation resolution by the Con- 

e™8s gave a great hlltp to the Non-co-operation movement, To give 
effect to the resolution of the Special Congress, a Sub Committee 
was appointed in Calcutta to draft instructions. The report or the 
Sub committee was considered by a mooting of the All India Congress 

mittee on the 2nd October, and detailed instructions were surd.
Gut owing to the strong stand tak^n by the Bengal and Marhatta
Parties sotm doubt was still entertained whether at the annual 
sessions at Nagpur in December the Congress would endorse the 
Non-co-operation resolution passed at Calcutta. Mahatma Gandhi 
toured through the country amidst scenes of wild enthusiasm.

Mahatma Gandhi, accompanied by Maulat.a Mohammad Ali 
who had returned from Europe as tbo head of the Khilafat delega
tion in the first week of October, visited Aligarh on tho 12th of 
October, and at once a wild campaign was launched to nationalise the 
M, A, 0 .  College (see the 1921 Register for details), A letter was



1 l\ f S SSr J Iby LSome„ of the Non-co-operation loaders v/ho wore X o  
/ I  the .colle.?e. t0 the other trustees, urging upon

n7 tl0" a' ' 9' ng th° inatitution. The trustees met on the 
n T i l  °  T f 6r’ i !920' Mahattna Gandhi also addressed a letter 
the old lirL  y’ ,h0wever> decided to carry on the institution on 
Lauo. l l p  l - r  / V  8eP,arate National Muslim University was 

ugurated with Maulana Mohammad Ali as its Principal under the
S r ih e 0 2qlh °  f hn  kthKUl' H Md l̂aulana Mohammad-ul-Hassan Sahib on the 29th of October. Mahatma Gandhi’s visit to the Punjab 
created similar stir among students and there were wholesale strikes
r n n i mani £  nat,ona!,sat!OD of the Lahore College, the Khalsa 
S  Guirat N B T  ° M 1 -istitutions. On the 15th of November, 
f i r ?  College was opened by Mahatma Gandhi which

Btarted with 500 students. There was also a great strike at Benares 
among the students of the Hindu University. Pundit Malaviya 
w.th rare tact managed to save it from a crash. Early in December

“ i r .* 1 c8 ? !""”  , f : d Blh; '  J'JtZT.
192 TiU M l  , was d0,le at Patna on thQ 5th of January,
Deceroblr 192L y“ W“S °P°ned at Pooua 0,1 lhe llth ° l

The Nagpur Congress

a ea iiH n iT  W°re, 8° ing on xin this way when the Congress mot 
V «paraghavaTarlS0T h ! ,A  ^ agpur)1und]er the presidentship of Mr.
ofU as Kolkar T im ,lh ^  '^ a 6lement8 u,lder the ba™ 0r
and Mahratta l l i "  “ a f others composed mainly of the Bengal 
Mr. Das was son, “ l' st.ered str° ne in a fighting mood, but 
The Congress „h ' co,“ v.,jrted >ut° a Gandhite. Gandhi prevailed, 
by the pimple ’ k 0186(1 T ?  the ' attai» “ ‘eot of Swarajya
re-affirmed the ,“ d : ea" s” a” d
in Calcutta. It declared ,No" ‘ VIoIen.t Nou'co-operarion passed 
scheme of Non-violent Nor n otdiro or any part of ti c
voluntary e ociation with : . o op0ratIon 'vuh the renunciation of 
and the refusal te pay L as , T T  at ° n° er,d
force at a time to bRl dl, ,on, tbe. othor should, be pur, in
Congress or the All I 11 'Jr“ lued either the Indian .National 
tneanwLe to preDare th C° ngreSS iC° mmittee and in the 
continue ’to be taken in thaTbehalf bv *iepB Bhould
and parents of children Under t L  aL  of l f i j ' 8 " T  tLe gUardia,ls 
of the age of 15 or ovei YrT ■?£ ? 56 yf ars and uPon students 
controlled educational i> <• Wlt,bdra!v tbom from Government-
greater e j r t o u p e n d t t ^  8 ^  " 8 UP° U laWyers “ a^e
to national .VrSco inolud L  hPr^ t,cefand *° d- o t o  their attentionyets and H u - . '1 ’ ' noludln8 the boycott oi law courts by fellow law- 

and litigants ; by carrying out gradual boycott of foreigu trade

■ Go% \

A F0L1T1CAL REVIEW  [ d/ ^ y -k



[ f ( ^ w  TEE NAG1>uli C0NGRFSS
! \ rA % 'on lby encouraging hand spinning and hand weaving and gesiijd- 

ly Sailing upon every section and every man and woman in the cfeumwavi 
to make the utmost contribution of solf-sacrifice ; and, lastly, by 
organizing a committee in each village or group of villages with a 
Provincial Central organization and a band of national workers to be 
called Indian National Volunteer Service to be financed out. of funds, 
called the All-India Tilak Memorial Swarsjya Fund. The Congress 
further asked persons who had got themselves elected to the new 
Councils, in spite of the deliberate abstention from the polls of an 
overwhelming majority oi their constituents, to resign t heir seats, and 
in the event of their failure to do so, it advised the people to studiously 
refrain from asking for any political service from such Councillors. 
The Congress recognized the growing friendliness between the police 
and soldiers and the people, and appealed to all people in Govern
ment employment, pending the call of the Nation for the resignation 
of their services, to help the national cause by importing groate 
kindliness and stricter honesty in their dealings with the people and 
fearlessly and openly to attend all popular gatherings, while refrain
ing from taking any active part therein, and more especially by 
openly rendering financial assistance to the National movement. 
It laid special emphasis on Non-violence being an article of faith of 
the Non co-operation resolution and called upon public associations 
to advance Hindu-Muslim unity and to settle all disputes between 
Brahmins and non-Brabm:ns, and other communal differences 
wherever they might be existing. It further called upon Hindus to 
rid Hinduism of the reproach of untouchability and urged the 
religious heads to help the growing desire to reform Hinduism in the 
matter of its treatment of the suppressed classes. The resolution was 
passed unanimously.

The Course of the Movement in 1921.22
The months that followed too great scones at Nagpur were 

moil! :s of stronuous work. Never before in th history of India, since 
its connection w ith Britain, had any popular enthusiasm been greater. 
As a result of the decision of the Congress, hundred.: of lawyers 
suspended practice in the law courts throughout the c >entry and 
’ "■8 in to devote tberr . Ives to the service of the Nation. I'anchay.ata 
cam-- to be organised and litigants came to seek their help. There 
was a great fall in the revenue from stamps throughout the country 
on account of the fall in the number of suits instituted in the law 
courts. Thousands of college and school students w ithdrew them
selves or were withdrawn from Government controlled institution . 
by their guardians. Many a school beoame absolutely deserted,
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«. K hairaa Gandhi’s appeal to tbe youth of the country tAfflkJto 

'nronisolves, in the hour of their country’s peril, to its b e fv l^  
a splendid response. But the detent was raised by Mr.

K Das, who immediately on coming back to Calcutta from the 
Aagpur Congress renounced his colossal practice at the High Court 
Bar, gave up his princely fortune to the cause of the nation and 
issued an appeal to the student population of Calcutta to join 
him. From this day about the middle of January 1921 Mr. C. R. 
Das won a front position in Indian polity.

Larly in January 1921 the Duke of Connaught came to 
inaugurate the reforms and during the two months of January and 
February 1921 there was a great display of festivities in connection 
with the Duke’s visit attended by all the big officials, Princes and land- 
loros. But there was no popular enthusiasm. An attempt was made 
to boycott the Duke’s visit by Gandhi and his party, but it. evoked 
no great response from the people. Similarly the student movement, 
though serious at first, soon fizzled out. Both failed as the peoplo 
addressed bad no very clear conception of what non co-operation was. 
the fact is that Gandhi and his lieutenants started just the wrong 
way about , they first preached in the colleges and the courts— the 
two most perfect and powerful institutions that the bureaucracy 
las ,UI. i,! Ind’ a ; and so long as this went on, Govt, watched their 
game with amusemeWt. Tbe most vulnerable spot of the British 

il) India is the groat mass-million— the toilers in 
;l" d Lthfi labourers in the industries. Them the non-co-operu- 

f , n ul! !h‘-“r political agitation could not reach till, by tbe end 
o ne -  m-, the false move made by govc. ament to suppress tho 
, by armed force drove non-co-operation more ‘and moreuov* u into tbe masses.

In Northern India
. ‘̂1  ̂ V  ̂ extensive economic distress gave rise to a

serious agrarian trouble in the U. P. The Oudh Talukd.rs ptiii 
iLiauied most of tboir autocratic rights as in tho days of the Nabobs.
- le Koformet *ovt which had only been strengthened by an acces- 

Mon from this class, backed up the Talukdars, and they decried the 
peasant movement as rank bolshevism. The Governor, Sir Harcourt 
Butler, himself tne bead of the Talukdars’ Association, raised the 
rankenstein, This nascent bolshevism ’ was sought to' be nipped 

in the bud, and tbe result was widespread conflict between tbe mass 
of the peasants and the arm of tho 1 law’ . Riots occurred. Police and 

; ii >iy wore drafted, and the peasant movement was broken 
Wlth Pxa"l]y tllat degree of meticulous care which a power drunk 
iu ocrimy ovort employ in such cases all over tho world.
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M S n )  the Punjab, in the same period, was at« ted a W I S 

under religious reformers, called Akalis. J ho Sik 
fit!wgjlh'y their experience of 1919 and catcning the Gandntan 
doctrine, tried first to purge their socioty of the many wrongs that 
had crept in their shrines and operated to keep them split apart. 
To regain their former glory the Sikhs had only to purify their joint 
communal life : such was the idea. But their movement was naturally 
watched with suspicion by tho British authorities, joined by those 
anglicised Sikhs and dobauched priests and conservatives who found 
nothing but pecuniary loss in the national movement. Tho Gurudwara 
Prabandhak committee, the central body of the Akalis, has since 
then suffered much in the way of persecutions, and the Sikh reform 
movement was sought to be strangled on the plea that they wero 
secretly working for a revolution. Every reform and reformer in 
India, unless started under British auspices, is suspect in the eyes of 
the authorities. And inspite of the non-political object of the 
Akali movement in its inception, repression from government has 
since given a distinctly political turn to the Sikh struggle now 
directed mainly against government measures.

In Bengal, Bebar and Assam, extensive industrial strikes 
characterised this period. The old inadequate wages and the new 
quadrupled cost of living were working havoc amongst the people, 
and the big capitalists and profiteers of the previous years, facing a 
slump in business, began to effect extensive reductions both in the 
number of employees and in their pay. Large numbers were thrown 
out of work, tho working class could not support their families, people 
died from starvation, women committed suicide for nakedness, and 
wretchedness stalked wide. Strikes followed, in the Railway, in the 
Steamer services, in Coal Mines, in the Mills, in le a  Estates, in every 
industrial concorn— mostly in the hands of Europeans. Gandhi s creed 
entered here. Till the land, spin the oburka, abjure industrial vice, 
wine and all that, the import of the West to exploit the poor and 
tho fool :— this new gospel was easily understood, and out rang from 
the heart of every wretched proletariat the shout of G.tMtnt 
WAh ABAJ ki jai”  ! Gandhi’s name worked like a balm to 'he 
tortured soul of the poor coolie and tbe workman, In tbo whole 
world Gandhi was the only man who was tbe friend of the 
Poor, their sympathiser, brother— nay, their God. To them 
oandbi was an dvutar sent as a blessing from heaven to deliver 
them from their political and economic bondage. But the 
hope of the tortured was tho rago of the torturer. The very 
name of Gandhi exorcised vice. And if work people gave up 
all vice— liquor, gambling, cinema, western sport, and trinkets, 
fineries and foppishness— was it not turning society all topsy-
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* ( ?) * f nd if lha dirty proletariat crouch not low, w hftaffiit
,v  riKuS, statu! upon their legs straight, refuse to do w batevek litM  

'V1” U!‘8VB,1’ b,ddet!; begin to talk of honour and self respect, mount 
the tffisuaerable Gandhi cap over their head— was it not bolshevism 
undiluted ? And thousands of men, the dumb cattle-like herds of 
men, alt crying in one voice m ahatm a  GANDHI KI JAl' ! All 
this maddened their capitalist masters. Urged by the planters, 
the mine-owners, the industrial magnates, and from political motives, 
Government sent Gurkha soldiers to quell strikes. In Chandpur 
Chittagong, parts of Behar and the U. P, there was such an exhibi
tion of brute force on unresisting crowds of Gandhi criers as would 
gladden the heart of a Dyer. This only deepened the hold of Gandhi 
on the masses. Nature healed the torn flesh and Gandhi healed 
the heart,

1 he Bourgeoise
Non-co-operation itself did not make much headway amongst 

the burgeoise at first, Ibe  great middle class, the creation of that 
very bureaucratic institution with which the N-C-0 was at war 
was touched only at the fringes. Barring a few high-souled lawyers!
and a comparatively larger number of humbler wage-earners whom 
economic pressure had squeezed into the fold of non-co-operation, the 

b,ourf®olse lay between the proletariat masses under the 
r i 2  i 0" 0",6 Sld° a' ,d th9 ruliMg hi*W  classes with all

India " l  i o b l i g e  00 the other. The British Govt, in
tsaristTo fit yS k6U Care„ t0 860 that did “ ot become sufficiently 
dead evel n.aa af steam-roller beating all other classes down into a
, I t ,c! of uniformity. That is against imperial interest Still
t t j s -,- * * *  -  l .  .b .
Lreaucri'tic son ke , " 18 W aited  to rehabilitate the
r n a ^ r  This nnP y t-ldu tbf , fUrth8r dUistegration of the lower 
th erulers at Wh h b  H n ' ,lke ‘ he P°la «tar, has always guided
the lulersat W hitehall, has never been clearly understood by their
officers and underlings in India. In the year'under review Exactly 
this thing happened. Iiconomio causes led to grave distress. Distress 
urnad the mass-mind to Gandhi. Gandhi brought politics. And 

bke the red rag to the hull, talk of politics in tha’ lndian mouth 
maddened the official already half-crazy under the chromatic influence 
of a tropic sun. And then the huge steamroller worked with all 
steam up. 1 he mighty leveller rolled and rolled, and the bourgeoise 

t,a“ d >»
. Men like Gandhi flourish on defeat. The Gandhi stunts one 

• after anothor are remarkably elusive as to their significance. Immedi-
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: r_ a ^ r i  after, the failure of the boycott programme in the\3ttt|3 
W ti^M rs;,of the year the Bezwada stunt oi a crore of “ men, feurolyJ 

VjmS^rt^afaitiona1’ was started— the Gandhi munitions being the 
spinning wheel ! The all India Congress Committee met at 
Bezwada on 31st. March 1921 and issued its programme ' of work 
for the next 3 months. It required that before the 30th. of June 
tho Congress should raise one croro of rupees for the Tilak Swaraj 
fund, enrol one crore of mombera for the Congress, and see 20 lacs 
of spinning wheels working in the country. It immediately leaped 
into success. The following months witnessed tremendous efforts 
by thousands upon thousands of Congress workers engaged in 
fulfilling the Bezwada programme. Before the allotted time tho 
requisite men and money flowed in and tho number of charkas intro
duced into Indian homes must have been very near to the requisition.

Riots and Mob-outbreaks

While the country was engaged in the constructive work there 
occurred a series of riots in which unruly mobs broke into violence 
on the provocation of arrests made by the police of the national 
volunteers. As was to be expected, some of these volunteers, in 
their zeal to get recruits to their corps or to do some other national 
work, disregarded Gandhi’s injunctions of non violence, and otfered 
opportunity to the police to lay hands on them. At Giridih in 
Behar a riot occurred in connection with the trial of national 
volunteers who had attempted to enforce the decree of a locally 
constituted arbitration committee. A much more serious mob- 
outbreak occurred at Malegaon in the Nasik district, Bombay, where 
a brutal outbreak of mob-violence arising from the trial of Khilafat 
workers, during which a police officer is said to have insulted them, 
resulted in the murder of the officer and four constables. Through
put May there wore labour troubles all over India. The situation 
'n Assam, where the coolies live a horrible life of shame a 1 

egradation, was serious. The Gandhi cult of self-purification 
Penetrated there and thousands of coolies left tho plantations to 
their unutterable misery. In June the general state of the country 

1 y.as less disturbed, but in July, sporadic disorders broke out afresh.
1 l-abour troubles in Madras, in which tho European capitalists locked 

rn « 1 'Vcrkera [0T more than a month and then secured the!’’ 
i to 111 ■ ^ rousb official interference, complicated by bitter rommer 1 

a °U8H!S fanned by the employers, led to serious rioting and loss of 
ute Uiots o curred also in Karachi, Dharwar, Nagpur, Calcutta 
aw. Chittagong arising out of picketing by temperance volunteers 
of ladecent liquor shops

6(«)
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\v\ k-% )  •} Modem Activities
■- ■ - .' ,
\ ;;; Apre situation in the Moslem world was by now getting more

and more eerious. The Greek offensive against Angora was alarming, 
and the supply o£ munitions oi war by England to Greece and the 
strong Greek proclivities of Mr. Lloyd George, who was under 
the influence of certain Greek financier, aroused the strongest 
resentment. Further, the failure of the entire Moslem world to 
secure by representation a modification of the infamous Treaty of 
Sevres raised feelings to a high pitch. There was an universal 
demand for the declaration of jehad or holy war. Under such circum
stances the leaders of Islam found the greatest difficulty in keeping their 
people in restraint. As something bad to be done immediately to lead 
resentment into a comparatively safe channel 500 Ulemas (Moslem 
divines) issued the now famous Fatvia declaring it haram or sinful to 
serve in the Army which fought against the brethren of their faith. 
On the 8th of July the All-India Khilafat Conference opened at 
Karachi with Mr. Mahomed Ali in the chair. While reiterating 
the Moslem demands, the Conference also passed a resolution— the 
famous sixth resolution— declaring it unlawful under the Koran for 
any Mussulman to serve in the army or help in their recruitment’ . 
It also declared with a finality that if the British Government fought 
the Angora Government, the Moslems of India would start civil 
disobedience, establish their complete independence, and hoist the 
flag of the Indian Republic at the Abmedabad session of the Indian 
National Congress This question of civil disobedience was also 
pressed very strongly later at the meeting of the Congress Committee 
on the 28th July following.

On July 28th the All-India Congress Committee met at Bombay. 
It at once passed a resolution asking the country to boycott the pro
posed visit of the Prince of Wales as it was a “  political move calcula
ted to givo strength and support to a system of Government that has 
resulted in breach of faith with the Moslems and atrocious injustice 
to the people of India.” A second resolution earnestly called upon 
the people of India to concentrate upon the complete boycott of 
foreign cloth by the 30th of September for the early attainment 
of Swaraj, while another resolution vetoed tbo idea of civil dis- 
obedience which was impatiently urged by the advanced section 
of Moslems, and advised Congress organisations to inculcate non
violence as the essential condition precedent to non-co-operation. 
While deploring the excosses at Malegaon and Aligarh under grave 
provocation, the committee congratulated the people for the groat 
self-restraint shown, notwithstanding grave provocation by the local 
official* at Dharwar, Matiari. Guntur and a few other places, where



TEE MOSLEM ROUND UP
M liy U y erq /lost by the police indiscriminately opening fire o ^ fc le  

people. It. wae at the risk of breaking up the Hindu-Moslem 
intm«factiou8 groups that Gandhi succeeded for the time being to 
check his Moslem friends from going to the extreme step of civil 
disobedience. And to speed up the Non co operation programme, 
and especially to make a spectacular demonstration oi the importance 
of cloth-boycott, a huge pifa of foreign cloth— a mile in length and 

h’Sh— was set on fire by Gandhi on the sands of Bombay. 
Similar piles burnt all over India. Everywhere there were great 
rejoicings over the success of the Tilk Swaraj fund collections. The 
crore of money was over-subscribed. The following day, August 1st, 
was the death anniversary of the Lokmanya Tilak and was 
celebrated all over the country with great enthusiasm.

I he success of the non-co operation programme so far was 
plain-sailing. Of all the Gandhi-stunts, the most galling to the 
Government was porhaps the holocausts. More than the boycott 
of the Prince, the burnings of foreign cloth raised an alarm in 
Anglo-Indian circles. Mahatma Gaudhi and the Ali Brothers were 
touring for the purpose throughout Bengal, Behar and Assam and 
demands were incessantly mado in European circles to check their 
progress. And an opportunity soon came.

The Moplahs and the Moslem Arrests
The Malabar territory of the Madras presidency contains beside: 

2 millions of Hindus a million of persons of mixed Arab and India 
descent, knows as the Moplahs, who are notorious for their fanaticism 
Poor and ignorent to the extreme, oppressed .y economic can*et 
as elsewhere in India, maddened by tales of desecration of the Hoi; 
pl-ces of Islam, and roused into religious mania by the Khilafa' 
agitation and more than anything else, being Dyer-ised by the 
j -al officials by pro. okiugly harsh measuros, the Moplahs sudden 1; 
broke into revolt on August 20th 1921. As in the Punjab in 1911 
under Sir Michael O’Dwyor, so in the Malabar in 1920 a rigorot. 
SUard was kept over the area to exclude politicians from outside, anc 
-he result, was that the doctrine of non-violen e the sheet anchor o 

o u -C  O failed to rt ach the Moplahs in any form. Mr. Gandh 
and M i. Mahomed Ali proceeded to Malabar on 14th September tc 
P?CI  ̂ rioters, but they were not allowed to procood and the 
t<>P ah ° ave '-he long-watclied opportunity for arresting the
j. 06 em doadnr. Martial Law was dtJared In Malabar. Mr 
* a O.rnoa Ali was a'rested in the train at Walrair, and then the 
rounuing u’ p of Moslem leaders ail over India ran *tv.ca. Withir 
rhe next Le days, following the arrest of Mr, Mahomet Ali 
Mr, Sbaoka*-: Ali at Bombay, Dr Kitohlew ; n the Pun ab. P-> Gbub-.n
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U VJ© d7 . 7 "  Sindh, and Maulanas Nisar Ahmed and Hassan ,
\ % s ^ 2 ^ W ® 8t®d and brought over to Karachi. They were churgiwl 

V||>r^ ĵvviijg passed the famous 6th Resolution of the Karachi 
Conference, and, after a protracted and interesting trial which 
lasted ior more than a month, weie sentenced to 2 years’ hard labour.

the arrest of the Moslem leaders only served to accentuate the 
bitterness of Moslem feeling all over India. Immediately the Central 
i ,  , t Committee and the Jamiat ul Ulema met at Delhi on Sept.
21 under Hakim Ajmal Khan, and it was resolved to reprint the 
JUitum, the subject matter of the charge, for distribution broad-cast 
and to repeat the Karachi resolution from every pulpit and platform. 
Moslems rouserUhemselves to test the limit of repression and bring 
all Dyers and 0  Dwyers to the surface. Hundreds or meetings began 
to ho held all over the country where the Karachi resolution was 
repeated word per word by each member of the audience, even while 
the police baton was digging in their ribs. On the 4th October, Gandhi 
anr o o. ier prominent Congress-men, mainly non-moelems, issued a 
manifesto fully endorsing the action of their Moslem brethren. They, 
too, averted that it was contrary to national dignity for an Indian 
to serve as a civilian or soldier under a system of Government which 

, br° nght ab° ufc India’s economic, moral, and political degradation, 
an . ' ^sed the soldiery and the police for repressing national
aspirations at homo and for crushing the liberty of other nations 
Tm̂ Ko ' ,i- 0 expreR3ed the opinion that it was the duty of every

, . i n ,so lfr and Police and also civilian to sever his connection 
7 ‘ ; ‘ Government and find some other means of livelihood, 
te y roo°mmending the charka as a means of subsistence.

Tht Arrival of H. R. H. The Brine of Wales

tion r fH i . "  Pr r ? ti0DS -WOr° being bueily pursued for the recep- 
° ”  2  Royal Highness the Prince of Wales. Public opinion in

either avail t vn'Ced by *be Press> both Indian and European, was 
7  eh t'rnnfilf ^  ^ OI!OBal or expressed great misgivings. With so 

l, b . around, it seemed a pity that Buch a time should have 
been chose., to bring out His Lioyal Highness to India. The country 
was sui erinpr ,oni great economic depression and from agrarian 

labour strikes and riots in every province. The public ex- 
c erjuer had only a few months back been strained to meet the 
expenses of tho Duke of Conoaughts’ visit. The Princes of India 
were also suffering from a depletion of their treasury for the same
M oXf, hr hi ° fJ el T  w asina  bad tuood- There was theMoplah trouble in the Malabar, the Sikh trouble in the Vuniab. In
such circumstances was the Prince brought out to Indip,, The Non- 
po operators alleged that this was a move on tho part ( ,i ths govern-



1°. \TrMf) to aervo some political end ; to demonstrate to the wojnm lor, 
\ .-lnsTaii-v, that India was flowing with happiness and loyaltJVTvMn 

was seething in discontent and smarting under insults and 
indignities ; and, further, to widen the gulf between the Non co opera- 
° r; , " rid th° Moderates which had been the one tangible attainment of 

enth ? - Ur;der“yln,g1 the Roforms. The Indian Moderates showed little 
enthns.asm for the Prince but counselled that His Royal Highness
r ln  f 'll0 V8 made to bring 60me boon t0 ludia. Lord Reading in 
people t l^ tM arg6 °  Machi,iV° lliSm’ tried in vai» t0 ^sure the Indian 
Royal H ^ L  f 0Ver" meut bad not ‘ ho faintest intention of using His 
S f t  to ln r i r  ,-V18 f° r P°hi iCal PurP°ses: “ His Royal Highness’ 
l l Z J V  u , n a°cordance with the precedent set by his 
tho Thn,, 0h0r a*ld Grandfather, and be comes to India as the Heir to
ifone Hit ra h6 fUnlra EImp°ror of h ‘dia> « d  in that capacity alone. His reception will not be a tost of opinions that may be held
on the political problems and differences of the day but will b ! „  
test of the loyalty and attachment of the people of India towards the 
Grown itself Rut influential opinions in India, including those of 
the Anglo Indian Press, pointed out the incongruity of putting that 
very^ loyally to the test at such a time of strifo and strain. It was 
urged that that was not the time for a solemn and delicate ceremonial 
to emphasize the tio between England and India at a period when 
that tie was the lash with which India was being chastised by her 
bureaucratic masters. It was not yet settled whether loyalty to the 
Jntish Crown meant equality of status in tho Empire or Self-govern- 
inont within her own borders, or tho servile loyalty that binds the 
slave to his master. Obviously what Lord Reading meant bv loyalty 
was the latter, for the other question still, as ever "remained
PHnJ J a v U ' T  ;‘gai.n9t this that tha Popular opposition to the i rince 8 visit was directed.

w-as n u T h f L ^ 8 ^ - 1118 " I '1 ° f a Viceroy, however, prevailed As 
of h’tnnir,, t w  . r f  IBt? •1°urnabst : It was unseemly to our weavers
1 JOl- q if ) °^,a [* ° fTCSS should be twice postponed : it would
v as in fact pru .Oub,od Indla a enthusiasm ; it would look what it 
it has not Vi * ,gf- Cali 0n y be rna' nCa'ned by pretending that 
ho , L  S ,° " ed' A,ld this high logic wa# confirmed by

v “sit A d v f r i  r ™ " '1 UB,0D80f Lord R°ading.”  An influential Royal 
to the Vioarnv 1U ee> on whioh sat Ruling Princes convenient

r s ^ r l .10 —  —  -
The 17th of November

misery116 Onthth tN-°Vember “ “ T W ith it dawned India’s day of 
917 ’ Un that lunuspioious day was inaugurated the unequal

|4f 1f P ' T&B PRINCE'S VISIT  I C T 7
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atj ^ Ia between the “ brute force’’ of a mighty Government afrs^itle 

of a disarmed people. To welcome the Prince thsnymtfd  ̂
at Bombay not merely the Viceroy and a large number 

of Ruling Princes but also loading businessmen and tho aristocracy 
from all parts of the presidency. His Royal Highness was accorded 
a right royal reception. But on the same shore at the opposite 
corner Mr. Gandbi held a meeting where congregated thousands 
oi middle-class men and wage-earners to make a counter-demons
tration against tho Prince’s reception. Between these two opposite 
factions bursting with enthusiasm for their respective ideals— one 
to show loyalty to t̂he young Prince of Britain, the other to 
boycott the idol of a satanic Government” — and rushing to their 
respective destinations, friotion arose and then suddenly there came 
a conflagration. Inspite of Gandhi’s strong injunctions for non
violence, the hooligans of Bombay broke loose. They began hooting, 
hissing, jeeriDg at those gaily’decked merry-makers and loyalists 
who were proceeding to see the royal procession. Soon they 
began terrorising this section of the population, mainly Parsis and 
Eurasians : and this gave rise to a riot and Par6i and Anglo-Indian 
hooligans, too, joined in the fray. Tramcara wore stoned, rails torn 
up, motor-ears destroyed and liquor shops were set on fire. Riot lasted 
for full five days and the whole of Bombay was involved. The total 
casualty list amounted to some 60 killed, tho majority being non-co- 
oporators, and some 500 wounded. It was a fit cate, judged on the 
.jureaucratic standard, to declare a Martial Law as in the Punjab in 
1 , ' iha ^neels of Non co operation proved more satanic thau the
m, rmidons of a satanic Government.” It was the first defeat inside 
thu Gandhi camp. Stung with remorso, Gandhi went on a five days 
f a s t  and issued appeal aitor appeal to his followers to stop their 
nefarious deeds. The Swaraj that I have witnessed” , he wrote, 

.luring rbo last two days has stunk in my nostrils.”  And he 
magnanimously admitted his responsibility. “ I am more nstru- 
mental than any other in bringing into being a cpirit of revolt. I 
and'myaelf not fully capable of controlling and disciplining that 
spirit.

Nor was the trouble confined to Bombay alone. All India, 
following the advice of Gandhi, went into voluntary hartal on that 
fateful day in India s history— the arrival of the future Emperor of 
-ndia. All over Northern India, in all the principal ‘ owns, there 
v;a: fioiiioral closure of business, intensified by all work-peopb,
including aweepc.-s, cartmen, drivers and scavengers, refusing to 
cr.mo out of their quarters. But it was at Calcutta that; this tableau* 
'■want was enacted to an artistic finish. The second city o, the Empire 

. cr « -nr.”  J 12 hours charmed out of its multitudinous ” oioe-~itr
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. ycjggfc arid clang, its din and dust, the great noise of a great cifTprlre < 

Vi-aJJgBa^Ahe groat offices, the High Court and the law chamber^uie 
Ngteati-rfiercautile houses, the busy commercial centres, the mammoth 

Railway Stations— all lay open, but all lay empty, Some high officials 
were present but they sat still. All work-people, menials, clerks, 
peons, drivers, carriers, sweopers,— all struck work. The city looked 
like the city of the dead of the fables. It was a signal triumph 
for the non-co-operators, and a signal demonstration of non
violence— a triumph of revolution greater than that achieved recently 
in Italy.

The success oi the Calcutta hartal produced a widespread 
panic among all classes of Europeans in India It showed very 
clearly that it was not impossible for Gandhi to attain Swaraj by 
non-violent non-co-operation and how the power of the ruling class 
can easily slip out of their hands. It made them alert and angry. 
Immediately big brains busied themselves inventing methods ;to 
n>P such revolution in the bud. The cry of Bolshevism was 
raised and the European Association and the Bengal Chamber of 
Commerce peremptorily asked the locnl Government to stop the move
ment by any means in their power. High officials threatened to resign 
at the spot if they were not given a carte blanche to suppress the hartal 
movement, The Govt, of Lord Ronaldshay readily yielded, and on 
November 19th the Government of Bengal declared the Congress and 
Khilafat Volunteer Corps, which were so long working to secure 
non-violence in the country, unlawful under section 16,of the Indian 
Criminal Law Amendment Act, 190S, which bad been passed to 
^oppress anarchical bodies and secret societies. The nonoo-opora- 
fion leaders, on the other hand, flushed hy their recent success, 
offered an open challenge to the Government order.

Mr, C. R. Das was at this time occupying the position of a Gandhi 
m local politics. But a new recruit to the Gandhi school, ho lack.-d 
fhe training, experience, and perhaps the “ soul force” , of a Gandhi,
H e  unduly forced the pace. He wanted to rush for a fight for Swaraj. 
But that was not the Gandhi-way. Gandhi perhaps never meant a 
hand to hand struggle with brute force. One of the surer grounds of 
autocratic institutions is to lure the opponent into an open fight where 
Ihoy can effectively crush the latter. The Bengal N-C-0 under 1 ho 
banner of Mr. O. R. Das at once challenged the Govt, by enrolling 
tbams dvea as members of s he prohibited Volunteer corps. A long list 
of such civil registers was published and an appeal was issued calling 
on the people to observe a complete hartal on tho 24th of December 
on the occasion of the Prince’s visit to Calcutta.

T h is  p h a se  in  Indian p o l i t y  of th e  p e r io d  is e x t r e m e ly  in t e r e s t in g .  
G a n d h i  a n d  L o r d  R e a d in g  n e v e r  come t o  close g r ip s . T h e y  each
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D ihaj/va j measure of the other and were moving very 'wsajly 
of^moh '/other in a plain of master intelligence. They MXJm  
kne'.v their weak points and had a perfect mutual under
standing. Had they managed to work out the Indian problem 
according to their own genius, untrammelled by the influences of their 
subordinate officers, the history of India of this period would have 
been altogether different. But fate ordained otherwise. Without 
consulting the Viceroy, the blustering Governor of Bengal, egged on 
by the European mercantile community, impetuously sounded the 
death-knell of the Congress and the Khilafat organisations. The 
Bengal leaders might have done infinite good by taking the affair 
calmly, but they too offered fight. And now followod that mad rush 
of volunteers on one side and unspeakable repression on the part of 
Govt, on the other that stand as a landmark in the history of India 
of this period. The cue was at once taken up by other Governors 
of Northern India— hardened bureaucrats of the I, C. S. brand in 
whom strength of arms has gradually replaced the intelligence of 
statesmanship. Similar notifications declaring volunteer organisa
tions unlawful quickly followed and as quickly challenged by men 
joining the volunteer corps in their thousands. Never before did the 
bureaucracy and the people go so mad as now. In 1919 Sir Michael 
O’Dwyer had some justification for his orgies of repression, for the 
A  fghanc were there watching from aver the border. But in Nov. 1921, 
widi the British Prineo and not the burly Afghans in their midst, 
the orgies of repression that were carried out in the narno of

I.a.v and Order” are unparalleled in British history of India. 
Ercopt for the atrocious brutalities of the O’ Dwyerian regime 
and the promulgation of martial law, it was a repetition of all the 
worst aspects of the Punjab in 1919. Race dominance re-asserted 
itself. The beat and the highest of Indians suffered indignities 
such as only a foreign domination can inflict. Behind every act of 
repression there was the added sting of an insult :;is a vis Indian anil 
European. Each race has a method even in its madness. And the 
method now followed was more galling than the repression itself. 
Indian susceptibilities were wounded as only the blood-brothers of 
a Dyer can wound. Ladies of V-: 6u families were caught by European 
sergeants and locked np in gaol. A learned arid reverend Principal of 
a College was “lapped in the street and laid flat on the pavement. 
Boys ot tCii and old men of eigh'y, men and women, high and low, 
Haiku mars and coolies, all enjoyed the delectable handling of (he 
unenviable Indian polioe. Twenty thousand Congress volunteers went 
to gaol in the next 3 months— ali for signing a creed pledgiug them
selves to non-violence, for declaring a ‘ hartal on the 24th of 
December’ , and for wearing and carrying hlutdi t
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The Negotiations Tor a truce I ,

1 re“ ark/a,ble faot ^ a t  the greatest and the most woeful
province where , J n VeiW  a” d tbe pe0ple raged not in Gandhi’s 
his nrincinln, h V , 8 htS dootnnes were better understood andK"r¥“U0l,0S «* "-to. ,™
three great n«Jv l! d a,  great P3™108 U,lder the banner of
Nehru ^  the D P T ’ r V  ? '  R' Das i,‘ Benga1' Alodialthe l • and Gala La.ipat Rai in the Punjab, were now
the dominant factors in Indian politics, and it was Mr. O R Das
virtuallv'l T lv f  6Ct ii°f tb® fortboomiug Ahmedabad Congress, who
the fut fre of V V o  n  Up° n him rested> —  tbaB on Gandhi! 
confn ; V  V G" °  movem6,:!t:-. Amidst scenes of the greatest
of Calcutta” ' ‘ ^ 9 r“ -0 ° / Al0° d and iron ri,nning naked in the streets 
and T V n ’ wh,eh rorn," dedor>e°f the exploits of the infamous Red 
air! m  ' n, lrelandl 80me of tho Moderate leaders, who had not 
1, a‘ y .’°®n led ,t0 barter iUVay the decency of public life to personal 
■Mr n n0< v °  br,. " * about “ eompromiso between the Government and 
_nj  ,TaS' Negotiations were opened between Mr. Das on one side
with r r R° " sld8hay0n fbe otber' the latter a°ting in consultation 
w  I ,ne.Vlc0r°.y who was then in Calcutta in view of the Prince of 
t a es visit. The bone of contention was the Prince. The condi- 
“ \V Precede" t' nny proposals for iruee was for the Government • 

come the Prince”  ; and for the N-C-0 : “ Boycott the Prince 
, b ‘  ° "  tb.® 24tb December.” The issue between boycott and 

their°mRe7 a-8 Slmpl°. ° " ougb- The non oo operators themselves had 
ifrgi vings in \iew of the wretched riot at Bombay on the 17th

& £ •! •  " M *-•»  "“ !» «•» «*to. of °to,> V,™
easily “ T ! iag° 3 hartal peacefully. They could have been 
the BritiJn p fo[ego,"S SU0h a big enterprise as a boycott of 
remained ' , M 'vben niucb mor® important national work 
Govern mo V J ' ’ ’ ° Ve" unattemPted. So, too, on the side of the 
The B rit iV ’p tbe ca™p'"gn o{ welcome to the Prinoe was puerile, 
inspjtfi ' f h !  ?®6 of ' Ules can command the welcome duo to him 
* 2  '  i i  t G° VernT  a,ld 1  C S. men put together. But there 
of the* v  “ d ‘nSU,perable difficulties on both sides. The position 
in wh J o  ’V ! nd. b!s Government was delicate in the extreme ;
been r< n'l’;1 i * anIf ,n°tive the visit of the Prince might have 
at the face of' (He' V ’ at Calcutta a popular boycott flung 
self-respect inn hurt. Roya. GU03t was an affair of honour which no 
To do so they wouldl'hJ-tICi Government oould placidly contempbu e. 
if Gandhi ware n , ve to bo *ar raore fhan a bureaucrat. Perhaps 
of the eovernm , :l oufcta h° could have understood the difficulty 
own ground']' Gymi)athatically and relented at the loss of his

i rhaps, and a line of compromise honourable to
6
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. might have bean struck out. lhe intorview betweSral^J.

Da* !»ud.-Governor Ronaldsbay having failed, Mr. Das had ulrew.ly 
r> -̂;l t̂>ut under arrest. The stubborn hostility of the two waning 
o i.m. had so long kept, poople of Moderate pretensions in the back 
ground. In the first 10 days of December all the great N-C 0  

ad Messrs D Nehru, IJajpit Rai, Abul Kalam Azid, and 
a bo:i of others, were all in fail. Knowing how yielding to a fault of 
others susceptibilities was the Mahatma, some of the prominent 
members of the Moderate party now tried to arrive at a compromise 
with the Government. On December ‘21, just on the eve of the 
Prince’s visit to Calcutta Pundit Madan Mohon Malaviya led 
a deputation to the Viceroy urging upon him the desirability of 
calling a Round Table Conference of the representatives of the 
people to make practical suggestions to meet the serious situation 
confronting the country. The deputation asked for a withdrawal of 
the notification under the Criminal law Amendment Act arid the 
Seditions Meetings Act and the release of the 10 thousand and odd 
persons imprisoned under them. The Viceroy, however, was unable 
to accede to the request and expressed bis surprise that such a 
request could be made without at the same time giving an assurance 
that “ the agitation in open and avowed defiance of the law would 
subside. “ If the law is defied” , continued His Excellency, whatever 
the reason, all the incidents which unfortunately accompany challenge 
of law and of which we have seen instances only during the recent 
year may quickly follow.”  The crest-fallen deputationiste, however, 
refused to see through the camouflage of ’law and order’ and made fur- 
■h u attempts to draw Gandhi himself into the controversy, while it 

0 always the ‘hartal of the 24th” upon which depended the issue.

The Tour of the Prince of IPalee
Meanwhile His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales was being 

taken through the country followed by popular hartals wher
ever he went. Everywhere the route taken by his Royal Highness 
was lined by handfuls of hirelings of the Government, and the
V. -.minders and Talukdars : by ignorant villagers, deceived into the 
hn.i, f that they were being taken to have a darehan of the Mahatma 
G mdhi ; hv offers of free motor drives to the people to have a view 
of their thaheada ; by exhorting and pressing College students and 
school children through their professors and teachers to assemble at 
unpointed places ; and by similar questionable means. But in the 
In lion quarters and Bazars the hartals were an unqualified success, 
in-spite of the red-eyed injunctions of the police and government 
officer0. The villagers who had come to see the Mahatma relieved 
'> r disappointment hy shouting “ Mahatma Gandhi ki -Tai” when
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v-V, B y  ij\<je passed. At one point on the route of the Royal p n A b lon  
\y>iC3^en/tsiii largo town a lingo bonfire of foreign cloth was 

^^blllltKfaco of the Prince. At Allahabad five miles of deserted streets 
with blinds down of all tbo bouses greeted Ilis Royal Highness. 
At Benares a bravo attempt to greet the Prince by the University 
ended in a shameful fiasco. Then the 24th of December came and 
with it the Prince at Calcutta. The whole Indian population 
abstained from taking any part in welcoming the Prince. Calcutta 
on the night of the 24th was a dismal semi dark semi deserted 
city. Such was the “ warm welcome” accorded to the Royal Guest 
oi the Government by the second city of the Empiie ! If the object 
of the Government was to show that Indians were disloyal, they 
could not have shown it to a greaterjoffoet. If the people wanted 
to show that tboy had no confidence in the Government, they 
could not have shown it to a better effect. Nothing more was 
needed to demonstrate the ineptitude of the bureaucracy than 
the way in which they demolished the prestige of the British Crown 
before the very oyes of the Prince of Wales. The responsible officers 
of the Crown having taken tho responsibility of inviting the Prince 
failed to protect him from the most downright affront, while tho 
responsible leaders of the people being in uo way responsible for the 
honour and dignity of the Royal visitor chuckled at the plight of 
the Viceroy and his advisors.

Ihe Ahrnedabad Congress.
Remarkable as it may seem, Mr. Gandhi’s activities at 

Ahrnedabad for convening the most memorable session of the Indian 
National Congreve were not interfered with. In pi- re oi Mr. C. 11. 
Das, the president-elec, who was then under ar,est, Hakim Ajmal 
Nhan was elected to preside. It was a typical Gandhi Congress. 1 
J he whole vast pandal whero congregated over a hundred thousand 
visitors was covered all over with Kbadi. In right Indian fashion 
the delegates and visitors squatted on the floor. The proceedings oi 
the Congress was short and practically there was only one resolution 
moved by Gandhi himself. The Congress, after re affirming the non- 
co-operation resolution passed at its previous sessions, accepted the 
challenge thrown outby the Viceroy in his Delhi and Calcutta speeches, 
i-f called upon every adult Indian, in view of the policy of Govern
ment to strangle freedom of speech ana association,” to quietly 
and without any demonstration offer himself for arret y joining 
(he volunteer organisations, and it further advised the holding oi 
Committee meetings and even of public meetings under certain 
•'Strictions, as oeing to... inalienable rights oi every cni/en, it.sg.te 

o- governmOfc., crcL.b.'.ici.t to tbs contraty. Ic ...r. 1 etc. : ..v

( i Y i ' k k  AUkhDAliAL cuhOUKsa | n » '



\. v ' S , d) 3-® ] f<| j f ,,C(l  is  t h e  °" ]y c i v i l i s e d  a n d  e f f e c t i v e  s u b s t i t u f f l H l  , 
-,/ a r ^ ^ ^ b e l l i o , ,1' a n d  a d v i s e d  C o n g r e s s  w o r k e r s  a n d  o t h e r e t o  
x ^ n g a w s e  i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  m a ss  C G  il D i s o b e d i e n c e  w h e n  the  m a ss  o f  

t h e  p e o p le  h a v e  b e e n  s u f f i c ie n t ly  t r a in e d  in  t h e  m e t h o d s  o f  n o n -
■ Il f ca!,ed uP°n a11 students and the staff of national 
initiations to join the national volunteer corps. And, in view 
et he impending arrest of a large number of workers, the Congress, 
while requiring the Ordinary machinery to remain in tact and 
i !  be utl,'sed in the ordinary manner whenever feasible, appointed 
Mahatma Gandhi as the sole executive authority of the Congress 
and invested him with the full authority of the All-India 
Congress Committee and also with the power to appoint a 
successor in emergency, save that Mahatma Gandhi or any of his 
successors could not conclude any terms of peace with the Govern
ment- without the previous sanction of the All India Congress 
Committee to be finally ratified by the Congress and that he could
Mnh0,ha|,ge bn Cr6ed' A resoIutio" 1110ved by Maulana Hasrat Mohani for a change in the creed of the Congress, so as to make 
complete independence the goal of the Congress, was thrown out by 
a large majority especially at tbe instance of Gandhi.

Civil Disobedience and Chauri Chakra.
in the following months, tbe repression policy of the Govern-

< omiTaHold'' ed {°a 0t,her ParU ° '  tha C0Untry and thousands . ■ 1 ' h-aders and volunteers wore sent to jail. The history of
h!l . n . e T u d "  uis t ° r y  °J U n b r id le d  arreet3  in c a r c e r a t i o n  o n  
, :  V ' "  ta T  and, Ui,d a U ,l t e d  a c c  t ' tan ce  o f  t h e  c h a l l e n g e

.................... t  y  f C i , c d  t b a t  t h e  c o u n t r y  b a d  g i v e n
( , f ,, "  hich is one to be proud of and even though the

pi nve gone m vain, Civil disobedience was now
discomfiture o fth l  ''’10CeS8 ° f ^  N‘ C 0  party waa as « reat *8 stunned all * government. But soon a crash came and

t,ha. o^onth of February, a serious riot took place at a 
! ! !_  d ° hanri Chaura in the district, of Gorakhpur, and

.-.M tV^movaiof S F ' "  ^ ' " ^ h T ^ m c ^ u c c ' o f  a tight
for that Tb“ only S o S  7  , « '“< with themWhich is o i  l !  , uf m^st, except that of violence and manrder,
£ ; V C  ' :  r v or **».«•in .in e iy whatT ; V , r ' aal 'Vlth them for ‘ hat • Let Mm who blame,

out of respect for ih- l uv v- nl 1 circumBtHucee- Is there one of us who,
' ">n Of light, and booial' ,1, i'n i t  .“ u ‘ '  “ “ l ,'.1'. 'V' tll0Ut prot,‘6t' to ^ priva- 
■{ION TO OOKn'.i TilFE or 0,M)Jij ~ L I AM I I'UII.L IN U1S INTSOOOC

f i r W f s\ ' l i  A i‘°LnfuAL l itv itw  [j A ^ i* .



u  l ^K%>tm?|9andh' who had proceeded to Bardoli to lead a cSfilLtii ,  
‘  „_f" ^ 'vi1 Disobedience and had gone so far as to isetre h;s 

the Viceroy and Government intimating the initiation
nneinv>SS o ' '  , ‘sct)ed'ance had to suspend the campaign in conse- 
tuence. On the 11th of February the Working Committee of

and ^ a l l e T u ^ f  “ll a" d auspended Civil Disobedienceant called upon all Congress organisations to concentrate their
efforts on creattng an atmosphere of non-violence and further 
strengthening the Congress organisations by improving the pancbl a s 
and national educational institutions established under it by 
enrolling members for the Congress, by stimulating the ue’e of 
spinning wheels and production of Khaddar, by the raising of 

he suppressed dasses by removing untouchability and by collect-
" g ,m° T  r k Sff“ 1,ya Fu,,d t0 oarry on the Congressork. It came as a stunning blow to Gandhi, and in remorse he 

observed a five day s fast us a penance for the Chanri Chaura
r '  ' P nhS All' h ‘dla C° ngF.688 Committee met at Delhi on the-■1th of February and practically affirmed the Bardoli resolutions 

of the Working Committee. With the Delhi session of the 
All India Congress Committee, practically suspending Civil Dis 
obedience, differences in the ranks of Non co operators began 
to manifest themselves. The Maharashtra Party moved what 
was a vote of censure on the Working Committee for the Bardoli 
resolutions and suggested a revision of the programme, but it was 
lost in the All India Congress Committee. Many workers were 
dissatisfied with the suspension of Civil Disobedience and the 
constructive programme which chalked out a course of nnint 
unostentatious work of organisation and consolidation of the national 
resources was regarded by many as throwing a wet blankat i h 
hre and fervour of the people. The fire-brands of tie  U P trLd 
operny to revolt against Gandhi and take the Chauri-Chaura incident 
as he inspiration for an extensive conflagration to follow iu the 
trail of an intensive campaign of civil disobedience.

'Jhe Mahatma’s Arrest and After.

GaJhVrumWnbnV hi,ir  W6r0 m0Vi?g ° "  in thia way inside the 
l e a d e r T r h  P 6re T S“d their head against the great
l 'o S  of i r  Government had Mahatma Gandhi arrested on the
imprisonment ’ sedlt,0,n and sentenced lo six years'
scene of his i t lfh the removal of Mahatma Gandhi from the 
India has hot °U,T ".hei’,° *jad *ed tho millions of India’s masse . 
his absence t t  ° f the gu,dal’c« of a world leader. In
chips ol ari L t e d m n  , 8, °(f " le N  0 0  have fa lle“variegated mosaic freed from the plaster, and since then

[I f  i r  YHAUtDY A T  CU AU lii  CJblAUiiA f O T ®
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• tHggPiaVe been trying in vain to regain their former con6<wrlfctl(l, 
\^j|peP3tm/ The Congress Committee have been trying to carry on 

r&'Sotistructive programme laid down at Bardoli. When the All- 
IndiaTJongress Committee met at Lucknow on the 7th June, .'at 
dissatisfaction with the present programme aud an earneF siro 
to resort to Civil Disobedience was expressed by many i oers. 
The Committee, however, ultimately appealed to the cov. try to 
concentrate its efforts upon carrying out of the constructive pro
gramme and asked the President to appoint a Committeo to 
report- on the situation in the country as regards its preparedness 
for Civil Disobedience at its next meeting. These and other matters 
following the arrest of the Mahatma are reserved for the next issue 
of the Register.
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India & the Frontiers

The affairs in the North-West Frontier of India during 
1921-22 were less perturbed than in the previous year. During 1920 
Indo-Afgban relations wore groatly influenced by the political 
atmosphere in Central Asia where the tremoudous success of the 
Bolshevik propaganda kept in suspension the long-expacted rapproche• 
ment of the two governments of H M. the Amir and of India. 
Georgia, Bokhara, Northern Persia and other smaller states bad 
fallen in line with the Soviet system of government and Bolshevist 
emissaries had penetrated far into Persia and even into Afghanistan 
where they succeeded in concluding friendly treaties with all these 
Islamic governments. Much to the chagrin of Britain, Russian 
diplomacy was exerting great in finance in Persia, Afghanistan and 
Central Asia. The Persian Parliament boldly threw out the Anglo* 
Persian agreement whioh had been very carefully'propared by Britain 
and presented to Persia, and the Communists were able to secure a 
definite treaty with Persia. Further away the Turkish nationals 
fighting with the Greeks, who were under the patronage of Britain, 
had also secured help from the Bolshevik forces and were already 
beginning to win success against the Greeks Within a short time 
Armenia was overrun and subjugated and the Turkish National 
government at Angora once more asserted its strength.

These matters stood in the way of a successful A n g l o - Afghan 
treaty being drawn up in accordance to the terms of the preliminary 
treaty of 8th August 1919 which followed the short lived Afghan 
War of 1919 {for this fee previous is.me of the Register). The text of 
this proliminery treaty is given below : —

Aimcr.lv 1

From the date of the signing of this Treaty there shall be peace 
between the British Government on the one part, and the Govern
ment of Afghanistan on the other.

Article 2
in view of the circumstances which have brought about the 

present war between the British Government and the Government 
of Afghanistan, the British Government, to mark their displrasnv- . 
withdraw the privilege enjoyed by former Amirs of importing arms, 
ammunition or warlike munitions through India to Afghanistan.
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â*'0 ■̂ m,r's subsidy are furtbermoiVTOTh^ 
Sjcafce^/and no subsidy is granted to the present Amir.

Article 4
At the same time, the British Government are desirous of the 

re-establishment of the old friendship that has so loDg existed bet
ween Afghanistan and Great Britain, provided they have guarantees 
that the Afghan Government are, on their part, sincerely anxious 
to regain the friendship of the British Government. The British 
Government are prepared, therefore, provided the Afghan Govern
ment prove this by their acts and conduct, to receive another Afghan 
mission after six months for the discussion and settlement of matters 
of common interest to the two Governments and the re-establishment 
of the old friendship on a satisfactory basis.

Article 5
The Afghan Government accept the Indo Afghan “frontier 

accepted by the lute Amir. They further agree to the early 
demarkation by a British Commission of the undemarcated portion 
of the line west of the Khyber, where the present. Afghan aggression 
took place, and to accept such boundary as the British Commission 
may lay down. The British troops on this side will remain in their 
Present positions until such demarkation has been effected.

r ■ t *  ',b.e„ Bame time the Afehan delegates were given a letter 
which officially recognised the freedom of Afghan foreign relations 
from British control. The changes brought about, in the Middle 
Last by the War had made it difficult for Great Britain to advise 
Afghanistan regarding her external affairs, unless such advise was 
desired It was therefore thought, better to terminate an agreement 
which had not in effect been very scrupulously observed even bv the 
present Amir s predecessors.

Po9t War Relations
It will be seen that under thi, Treaty the way was paved for 

a fresh engagement six months afterwards. During the hot weather 
of 1920 there were prolonged discussions at Mussoorie between 
Afghan Representatives and British officials under Sir Henry Dobbs 
These were private, but it is believed that a complete agreement 
waB reached. Certainly after an interchange of Notes which revealed 
no major point of difference it was agreed that a British Mission 
should proceed to Kabul to arrange a definite treaty of peace This 
Mission crossed the border in January 1921 and then followed a 
protracted negotiation which matured exactly eleven months after
wards into a Treaty of Peace.
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V V y ^ ^ W B r i t i a h  Mission to Kabul appointed to draw up a new w a l ^  
with the Afghans consisted of Sir Henry Dobbs, Mr, Piror, 

General Muspratt, Nawab Sir Mir Shan Shah, Cel. Ross, Mr. 
A, Cheson and Capt. Hannah. They left Peshawar on the 4th 
January 1912 and reached Kabul on the 7th January afternoon. 
At Kabui they were very hospitably welcomed and given a palace 
close to the Amir’s palace for residence.

At the beginning great hopes were entertained of the progress 
of the mission. For the next few months, however, no news of the 
mission was received in India and the Government of India main
tained a stolid silenoe. In April Sir Henry Dobbs suddenly came 
back to Simla and as hurriedly left for Kabul. He was followed by 
Genl. Muspratt who came to Simla on a flying visit for some impor
tant despatches. On the 20th a communique was issuod by the Govt, 
of India to remove misconceptions that had arisen in the public mind 
but nothing particular about the work done by the mission was pub
lished. The terms alleged to be insisted on by the Afghan Govern., 
ment, as published by the Independent, included the favourable 
settlement of the Khilafat question. These wero not oxpreesly con
tradicted, but it was said that the description was wholly wide of 
the mark. After a very long and protracted negotiation, due mainly 
to the fear entertained by the British of Bolshevist influence in 
Afghanistan, a treaty of peace was published on November 23rd, 1921.

This tear was expressed in a long note from Lord Curzon, the 
Foreign Secretary of the British Government, to the Soviet Govern
ment of Russia, and published in September 1921. This note 
strongly criticised the Russo Afghan Treaty of 28th February 1921 
which was already a triumph of Soviet Diplomacy over the British, 
and complained that whilst under the Trade Agreement of March 
iGth between Russia and Britain the Soviet Government had pledged 
itself not to intrigue against tho British Government, a violent 
anti-British propaganda had been carried on in tho Near and Middle 
Fist. It said :— “ Intense activity in Afghanistan aimed at im
perilling the British power in India. Among other things the Soviet 
had promised Afghanistan a subsidy of £  100,000 a year, has sought 
to establish a bomb factory on the borders of India, and has directed 
Jemai Pasha’s tampering with the tribesmen on the Frontier.”

. s> however, proved subsequently to be untrue. The press 
u»que that was issued by the Govt, of India on the 23rd Nov. said :— 

Satisfactory writteu assurances that no Russian Consulates 
will be permitted it- tbo Jelalabad, Ghazni and Kandahar arc,;.-, 
having been received from the Afghan Government, a treaty oj 
friendship with Afghanistan was signed in Kabul on November 22nd 

6(a)
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\v\ ^2?* trader the treaty, which, though subject t.o ratification", {3  j 
< ’̂ n 0 i^ » te ly  operative, Government re-affiims their recognition of 

ArfgtrShietan’ s complete independence and there is to be an inter
change of Ministers in London and Kabul, and of Consuls in India 
and Afghanistan. The frontier with a slight realignment of the 
boundary demarcated by the British Commission in the autumn 
of 1919 i3 accepted by Afghanistan, and the misunderstandings 
between the two Governments over the tribes on either side of the 
border having been removed, each Government engages to apprise 
the other before-hand of any major operations it may find it 
necessary to institute for the maintenance of order near the frontier. 
Subject to the continuance of friendliness and the provisions of any 
gpneral arms traffic convention that may hereafter come into force, 
the privilege formerly enjoyed by the Afghan Govt, of importingmuni- 
tions of war through India is restored and customs duty is remit
ted under the usual conditions. Regarding goods in transit or goods 
that pass through Indian ports into Afghanistan, a rebate is granted ’

The text of the treaty is given on the following pages. It was 
finally ratified by the King on the 1st of December 1921.

The Return of the Mission.
On December 4t.h 1921 Sir Henry Dobbs and the staff of the 

Kabul Mission crossed the frontier and returned to Peshawar.
It bad been arranged that the minor adjustment of the British 

Afghan Frontier which was one of the terms of the treaty should be 
formally carried out by Sir Henry Dobbs on the occasion. To 
represeiP the Afghan Gos ernment the Mushtashar of the Afghan 
Foreign Office, Mahomed Ishaq Khan, bad accompanied the Mission 
to tho Frontier.

Maps v. re produced and the line of the new frontier was 
minutely inspected thereon by the chief military and civil officials 
of both sides. A move was then made to the point some 700 yards 
back along the road towards Landi Khana where beneath tho tower
ing cliffs of forkham, the new frontier now run. The Afghan infantry 
which formed the guard of honour moved up with band playing 
to this point. Simultaneously, the British Infantry and Artillery 
moved hack, relinquishing a strip of 700 yds. to the Afghans. After 
a brief speech by tho Afghan Mushtashar and a suitable reply by 
Sir Henry Dobbs, the representatives of the two nations jointly 
marked out a few yards of the new frontier and saw the wire 
gates erected at their new position. The ceremony close.d with a 
dramatic and appropriate note, an Afghan Mullah stopping forward 
from the crowd and reciting a prayer in which the assembled 
Ma.homedan spectators heartily joined.

I l h 9 \ r  TE E  A FGH AN TREATY  I g T



jji j i  Text of the Afghan Treaty y C
\* ,. \  ^^yhSiULE  : The British Government and the Government of AfghafekJaK, J

t0 establishment of neighbourly relations between t-hem/nave 
he articles written hereunder, whereto the undersigned duly authorised 

to the effect have set their seal.
RTicle 1 : The British Government and the Government of Afghanistan 

mutually certify and respect each other with regard to the rights of internal and 
external independence.

Article lZ : The two high contracting parties mutually accept the Indo*
Afghan frontier as accepted by the Afghan Government under article 3 of the 
Treaty concluded at Rawalpindi on the 13th August, 1913, corresponding to the 
llth Z’quda, 1337, Hijri, and also the boundary west of the Kbyber laid down 
by the British Commission in the months of August and September 1919, pur
suant to the said article and shown on the map attached to this Treaty by a 
black chain line, subject only to the realignment set forth in Schedule 1 annexed, 
which has been agreed upon in order to include within the boundaries of Afghan
istan the place known as Torkham and the whole bed of the Kabul River bet
ween Shilraan, Khwata, Banda and Palosai, and which is shown on the said 
map by a red chain line. The British Government agrees that the Afghan 
authorities sb£ll be permitted to draw water in reasonable quantities through 
a pipe which shall be provided by the British Government from Landi Kotal 
and Landi Khana for the use of the Afghan subjects at Torkham, and the Govern
ment of Afghanistan agrees that British officers and tribesmen living on the 
British side of the boundary shall be permitted, without let or hindrance, to the 
aforesaid portion of the Kabul River for the purposes of navigation, and that 
all existing rights of irrigation from the aforesaid portion of the river shall be 
continued to British subjects.

A u t l .le  3 : The British Government agrees that a Minister from His
Majesty the Amir of Afghanistan shall be received at the Royal Court of London 
bk- "he envoys of all other Powers and to permit the establishment of an Afghan 
b gat.ion in Lindon, and the Government of Afghanistan likewise agrees to 
receive at Kabul a Minister from Plie Britannic Majesty the Emperor of India 
and to permit the establishment of a British Legation at Kabul. Each party 
shall have the right of appointing a Military Attache to its Legation.

auticle 4 : The Government of Afghanistan agrees to the establiahmor t
ot British Consulates at Kandahar and Jalalabad, and the British Government 

t0 the establishment of an Afghan Consul-General at the headquarters 
ot the Government of India and three Afghan Consulates at Calcutta Karachi 
and Bombay. In the event- of tbo Afghan Government desiring at’auy time 
io appoint consular officers in any British territories other than India, a scpnr.u ■

e f T y T e ^ m i s h ^ v e ^ n t . 0 Pr°V‘de ^  ' “Ch apP°intmente «  * *  are apPprov-
A N G L E  S ; The two high contracting parties mutually guaranty the 

jicreoual safety and honorable treatment each o£ the representative of the other 
whether a Minister, Consul-General or Consuls, within tbeir own countries, and 
rim agree that the said representatives shall be subject, in the discharge ol their

to the provisions set forth m the second Schedule anile ted to this Treaty.
r m .n l ' i Government- further agrees that the Minister, Consul-General, and 
Derm t h Af83nietaQ Eha11’ within the territorial limits within which they arc 
of the said s°v,rtf ‘,de 0r t0 e*ercisi thdr functions notwithstanding the provisions 
hereafter i. ' ale’ rocelTe an,i '-'Dj°y *°7 or privih ,es which .are. or may

^V'ranted to’ ot eni°yed bJ tbo Minister, Consul-General, or Consuls, 
n it  u u Ji.f Government in the conntri.B in which the places of residence of the 
*uil,n.Bter, Consul-General and Consuls of Afghanistan are fixed, and the

AFGHAN TREATY / n ‘J1
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i f  GffifPnmpf\ of Afghanistan likewise agrees that the Ministers and (IjjLgtlof 

\. G jig i)® rW n 6̂ a^> within the territorial limits within which they are panStld  , 
\ * IttĴ wsgidij or to exercise their functions notwithstanding the provision of ThtfsShH 

XSppSjjjht/recciYe and enjoy any rights or privileges which are, may, or hereafter 
Be-granted to, or enjoyed by the Minister, or Consuls of any other Government 
in the countries in which the places of residence of the said Minister and Consuls 
of Great Britian are fixed.

a u t ic l e  6 ; as it is for the benefit of the British Government and Govern
ment of Afghanistan that the Government of Afghanistan Bhall be strong and 
prosperous, the Government of Great Britain agrees that whatever quantity of 
material is required for the strength and welfare of Afghanistan, such as all kinds 
of factory machinery, engines and materials, instruments for telegraph, telephones 
etc. which Afghanistan may be able to buy from Great Britain, or tbe British 
Dominions, or from other countries of the world, shall ordinarily be imported 
without let or hindrance by Afghanistan into its own territories from the ports 
of the British Isles and British India. Similarly the Government of Afghanistan 
agree” that every kind of goods the export of which is not contrary to the 
internal laws of the Government of Afghanistan, and which may, in its judg
ment, lie in excess of the internal needs aud requirements of Afghanistan and 
which is required by the British Government can be purchased aud exported to 
India with the permission of the Government of Afghanistan,

With regard to armB and munitions the British Govt, agrees that as long as 
the. intentions of the Govt, of Afghanistan are friendly, and that there is no 
immediate danger to India to he feared from their importation into Afghanistan, 
such importat.on shall be permitted without let or hindrance. If, however the 
Arras Traffic Convention is ratified by the Great Powers of the world and comes 
into force, the right of importation of arms and munitions by the Afghan Gov- 
er/mient snail be subject to the provision that the Afghan Government shall first 
have Signed the Arms Traffic Convention and that, such importation shall only 
in made nr atrordance with the provision of that Convention. Shou'd tbe 
Arms IraiHc ■ invention be not ratified, the Afghan Government can, subject 

uie above-mentioned assurance, import from time to time into its own 
'•rriiory tie arms and munitions mentioned above through the ports of the 

British Isles and British India.
article . : No customs duties Bhall be levied at British Indian ports

men? rf “” Pnr<-C1'1 under the provisions of article 6 on behalf of tbe Govern- 
ihar , „ , f i s , " taQ for immediate transport to Afghanistan; provided 
fro..’ itm-V , t8,|i:ned h* 6uoh Af8haQ authority or representation as may 
the tim^ Of fmnoe.b<'..detet®ined ly  the tw0 Government:- shall be presented at 
i  L 1 th ° importation to t j chief customs officer at the port of import, setting
Afghanistan and gar J D ,iDe8tion ” e tbe of the Government of

ti™  , ™ i  ng 8ent uuder it6 nrdcr to Afghanistan, and showing the
, , P “ I  “T  i'r ;;! .? 'aeof tbc goods in respect of which exemption is 

* ^ ' ' 8RC0D,*b*. that the goods arc requ’ft'd for the public services
ot Afghanistan and not for the purposes of any State monopoly or State trade, 
nd PI°vlded Gnrdly, that the goods are, unless f a clearly distinguishable 

nature, transported through India in sealed packages which shall not he oi ned 
or sub divided betore their export from India. The British Government agrees 
o .. grant tn respect of ail goods imported into India ot British ports for 

re-export to Afghanistan and exported to Afghanistan by routes to be agreed
upon between the two Governments, of a rebate at the time and place of the.
‘ P,nr ' °; 10 ful* amount of customs dut ■ levied upon such goods, provided that
suob goods snail bo transported through India in scaled ekapes, which shall 
J1. ' opened or sub divided before their export from India. The British 
Govern uent declares that it has no present intention of levying oustotv duty on

' Got̂ X
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I = 1 SSt^ H  ls'il- 8tock Of Afghan origin or manufacture imported by land \ W | Ter 
U V S  • 7 t ? r export 'ii from Afghanistan to other countries of the wnririLtdJ t ’d  

v w S ' d  irh 1nP“r\,°~whioh int0 lndla is not prohibited by law. In the event, 
i  f  Government deeding in the future to levy customs duties

K  i t ’u ^  HDr ia by laEd °r by " T«  fr°m neighbouring
that event, the British Govt agreesthaHt wdi nJTl ?“  ,Af=baniEti11' 5 bnt- in 
from Afghanistan thim i ^ LjB that lf‘ ' Dot ovy higher duties on imports 

Nothing in̂  tWa article s^ n  °n ' “ P°'ti *rom Such ™ g hb«nring States, 
of the present Khyber tolls and of octroHn n°£f T T ” trom Afghanistan

the°present rate K * K ^ r t l ^ 0" ^  that enhancement^

i ,  z ^ t x a s :  a s s x r j s  z & r s s jg r  s  a  
S S . ni6ed by the Britiah auth“  -  “ ■* !«

ARTICLE U : Goods imported from Europe, etc., to Afghanistan under the 
provisions of article r may be made up into loads suited to the eapacitv of 
baggage animals at the Railway terminuses at Jamrud, in the Korram and av 
Ghaman, without this being the cause of reimposition of customs duties ’

The method by which provisions of this article are to be carried out shall
he Bettled by representatives to be appointed under article 12 of this Treaty

a r tic l e  in : The two high contracting parties agree to afford facilities , £ 
every description lor the exchange of postal matter between their two countries, 
Provided that n other sha 1 be authorised to establish post offices within the 
territory of the other.

In order to give effect to this article, a separate postal convention shall be 
(included, for the preparation of which such number of special officers as the 

government may appoint, shall meet the officers of the British Govern- 
nent and consult with them
thems‘iTICtR V  : The two High Contracting parties, having mutually satisfied
tb . .. ?*** ' i10 5 r,'garding the good-will of the other, and especially regarding 
i benevolent intentions towards the tribes residing close to their respective 

• ndaries, hereby undertake each to inform the other in future of any military 
E  ™ , 01 “ ai°r ' “ Pounce, which may appear necessary for the main-
snherCev.°, “I "  am0ng the frontier tr'bes "siding within their respective spheres before the commencement of such operat n
th Bv?MIhLB *? :«T ue tw“ H '« h Contracting parties agro, that representatives of 

and Afghan Government, shall bo appointed to discuss the cnclu
the n o ,8Prara„te tr(art,e t0 deal 'vitb »-■■=««« necessary to carry out
t r l PrH °°P “ttioc. 9 of this treaty and with auy other m er relating to 
tontjJ Settlement of which may seem desirable in the interests of tb • two Hi a 
shall part,lc:a' Ul n,  6uoh 3 convention is sign -d. commercial relations

m he continued between the two countries on their present basis
second^Sonai,8 : The,tw0 Hi« h ^ ontractil parties agree that the first and 
the aitici r ^ .t 8 attac*iec* to Treaty shall have the same binding force as ° ‘Qis i reaty.
dare of its< sicnVrn* The provision of this Treaty shall come into force from the 
cape neither of i \  8 * domain in force for three years from that date. In
before the exnirafirrf'' c°D̂ rar!till6 parties should have notified, twelve months 
fehall remain binding i . r nt u  Eaid fc,‘in?n year8, tho intention to 'terminate if, it
either of the high contra? in ‘ Xl)ir“ ti?? l nf on ! v' ur th<- day on which* c°DttfUmng parties shall have denounced it.

■ Gô J x
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| I Ŝfirai9 pteaty Bhall come into force on signature by the delegations <4 fcejtj’o 
l* Ihi^gfjuyradting parties and the two ratified copies of it shall be excbratMdlit 

. K i 1 1 yiu two and a half months of signature. .

MAHMUD TARZI (3d.) HENRY R. C. DOBBS
Chief of the Afghan Delegation. Chief of the British Mission.

SCHEDULE I.
(Referred to in Article II).

In the nulla-bed running from Landi Khana to Painda Khak Post, tke 
Afghau frontier has been advanced approximately 700 yards, and the Tor Kham 
ridge, including Sbamsa Kbandao and Shamsa Khandao Sar, is comprised in 
Afghan territory. Further, the Afghan frontier has been advanced between the 
point where the present boundary joins the Kabul River and Palosai from the 
centre of the river to the right bank.

SCHEDULE II.
Legations and Consulates.

(a) The Legations, Consulate General and Consulates of the two high 
contracting parties shall at no time be used as places of refuge for political or 
ordinary offenders or as places of assembly for the furtherance of seditious or 
criminal movements or as magazines of arms.

(b) The Minister of His Britannic Majesty at the Court of Kabul shall, 
together with his family, secretaries, assistants, attaches and any of his menial 
or domestic servants or his couriers who are British subjects, be exempt from :be 
civil jurisdiction of the Afghan Government, provided that he shall furnish from 
time to time to the vghan Government a List of persons in respect of whom 
6uch exemption iB claimed, and, under a like proviso, the Minister of the Amir 
to the Court of »3t. James’s in London to which all the ambassadors of States 
are accredited shall, together with his family, secretaries, assistants, attaches 
aud any at ms menial or domestic servants or his couriers who are Afghan 
subject . be exempt from the civil jurisdiction of Great Britain. If an offence 
or cum is committed by an Afghan subject against the British Minister or the 
persons above-mentioned who are attached to the British Legation, the case shall 
L,- tried according to the local law by the Courts of Afghanistan within whose 
jurisdiction the oliouce is commit  ̂ d, and the same procedure shall be observed 
v a e VERSA with regard to offences committed in England by British subjects 
against Afghan Minister or other persons above-mentioned attached to the 
Afghan Legation.

(c) ( 1) A Consul General, Consul and members of their staffs aud house* 
ho.ds, who are subjects of the State in which they are employed, 6had remain 
subject in all respects to the jurisdiction, laws and regulations of such State.

(iij A Consul G< ueral, Consul aud members of their staffs and households 
»>• !, -r than subjects of the State in which they are employed t-.hall be subiect to 
1 h- jurisdiction of the Courts of such State in respect of any criminal offence 
committed against the Government or subjects of such State, provided that no 
(.’< n ul c :n< Tal, Consul ot member of a Consul’s staff or household shall suffer 
any puniehmerii other than line ; provided also that both Governments retain 
always the right to demand recall from their dominions of any Consul general, 
Consul or member of their staff or household.

(:ii) a Consul general, Consuls and members of their staffs and households 
other Loan subjects of the State in which they are employed shall be subject to” 
tbo jurisdiction of the CourtH of the said >tate in reipcot of any civil cause of



v.Aa^^&yriexng in the territory of the said State, provided that they shall ebj&ghej 
X%^U8%rrm^y facilities for the performance of their duties.

’ ':(&) The Consul General of Afghanistan and Consuls shall have a right to 
defend the interests of themselves or any members of their staffs and household 
who are subjects of their own governments in any Court through pleaders or by

ie presence of one of the Consulate officials, with due regard to local procedure and laws.
• TnaV ^*le Ministers, Consul-general and Consuls of the two High contract- 
sf ns TleS an<? members of their staffs and households shall not take any 

any iniurious to the interests of the government of the
M m m *?1 tbey are ac“^ited.

Consul.general and CoubuIb of the two governments in either 
1 ,j ’ to purchase or hirp, on behalf of their governments,

anitahlA fnr tv,„ ."'“i'.1™  anrl their staff an<1 servants, or sites sufficient and 
, to , , e  W" ' n °* such residence and grounds of a convenient size

t r,n.e,.hreSpeCt,iye governments shall give all possible assistance
t°' hi h the ATini f ,:l8e °n bi,e ’ PTovic!ed that the government of the country to 
to which t h K i n  ster or Consuls aro accredited shall, in the event of an Embassy 
or Consulate being permanently withdrawn, have the right to acquire such 
residences o a '  ̂a price to be mutually agreed on ; and provided that the
site purchased or hired shall not exceed twenty JAR IBS in  area.

NOTE - A  JABIB .s equal to r,0 by 00 English yards.
(f) The Ministers, onsul-generals and t'onsuls of the two governments 

•hall not acquire any immoveable property in the country to which they are 
accredited without the permission of the said country.

(g) Neither of the two high contracting parties shall found a mosque
church or temple for the use of the public insidiany of its Legations or Con- 
snlatps, nor shall the Ministers, Consul-general or Consuls of either government 
or their Secretaries or moral, ts of their staffs and households engage in anv ■ 
political agitation nr in which they are residing b b 1

(h) The Ministers, Consul-general, and Consuls of the two high contract- 
ing parties shall not grant naturalisation or pass-ports or certificates of nation
ality or other documents of identity to the subjects of the country in which tlicv 
are employed in such capacity.

(i) The Ministers of the two High Contracting parties, besides their own 
wives and children, may have with them not more than 35 persons and a Consul 
General and Consuls, beside their own wives and children, not’ more than 20 
Persona. If it becomes necessary to employ in addition subjects of the govero- 
ment of the country to which they are accredited, Ministers can employ not 
toore than ten persons and Consul-general nr Consuls not, more than five ptrsons.

(j) The Ministers, Consul General nnd Consuls of the two High Contracting 
Parties shall beat liberty to communicate freely with their own Government 
•̂nd with other official representatives of their Government in oth-r conn tries by 
Pf si? by telegraph and by wireless telegraphy in cypher or rn c l a ir , and to r- ceivn 
and despatch sealed bags by curier or post, subject to a limitation in the ease of 
Mini iters of six pounds per week which shall be exempt from postal charges and 
examination and the safe tranmission of which shall, in the case of bags sent by 
Post, be guaranteed by the Postal Departments of the two Governments.

(It) Each of the two Governments shall exempt from the payment of 
Customs or oth* r duties all arfcieles imported within its boundaries in reason- 
abl -quantities for the personal use of the Minister of the other Government or 
obhis family, provided that, a certificate is furnished bv the Minister at the time 
of importation that the articles are intended for such personal use.
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^  H. R. H. I he Duke of Connaught &

I he inauguration of the Reforms
The year 1921 opened with grand preparations on the part, of .the 

Govt, and the officials, high and low, for welcoming the Duko' of 
Connaught who was sent by the Govt, of the United Kingdom to in
augurate the Reforms in the name of the King. Royalty in the British 
Constitution has its uses. On high occasions of State, whom great 
political dangers have to be averted and threatened political rights 
have to be maintained, Royalty is dragged forward to save the Govt, 
from a disaster. The ordinary weakness of man to instinctively bow 
before a Royal presence in thus exploited, and the Imperial instrument 
of exploitation hideB bis real object behindjthe garish parauhernalia of 
■ ii a Royal function. Royal personages thus morely act as agents of a 
policy, and for creating an impression in the public mind to counter 
the agitation which disturb it from wrongs it has suffered. In 
England, however, such political exploitation is not tolerated, and 
Royalty is rigidly excluded from every field of political campaign— 
for instance, it is unthinkable that a member of the Royal family 
should take any part in electioneering campaigns.

1,1 ' l|dia, however, the Reforms introduced by Parliament had 
brought in its train a great internecine bitterness amongst the 
various communities of the people. The Europeans, the Anglo- 
Indians, the Services, especially the Indian Civil Service, the Non- 
Brahmins of Madras, the Depressed classes, the Moslems, the Sikhs— 
no to speak of the Nationalists of the Congress camp— were nil 
drawn in Apposite warring camps. And it was to give to such a 
Roform Act the Royal seal of authority that His Highness the Duke 
was brought in. Ho came to aBsuaga feelings, to heal up old sores.

in striking contrast to the Duke’s mission in India in 1921 
stands a similar visit he paid to South Africa in 1910. In that 
memorable year the Duke was deputed by the King to inaugurate 
Self-Government granted to the Boers after the Boer War, and on 
November 4, 1910, the Duke opened the first Parliament of South 
Africa. I hen it was granting all but completo independence to that 
country, acceptable to all parties While here in India the now 
Reforms inaugurated by Hm Royal Highness was repudiated by the 
majority of the people o-, sham and unworthy of acceptance, and 
denounced by many a other vested interests as muebie ms anti 
untimely. It was acceptable only to the small group of Indian 
Moderates, hut even thoy were not wholly satisfied,



R. H. The Duke of Connaught’s Visit f  -^ y
\ A  CtvtiPJ -M- Steamship “ Malaya”  conveying His Royal H ® ™ 4 s  i 
W W aD0h0r Madras at 10 30 a M. on January 10th la z e  

His lythollency the Governor of Madras and staff, attended by all the 
i embers of Council, Ministers and high officials, received His Royal 

’l l 668 at a sPacious platform erected for the purpose. After the
ness recefv«rfethntTL/r,0nS “ "1 exohange of greetings His Royal High- 
wus read W q -h p^n“.')101pa Corporation’s address of welcome. This 
Corporation r f '^ t ' lheagaraya Chotti, the President of the Municipal 
S  e l l  drl8- . The.“ dd«>“  k°Pt dear of local topics and 
Deration fair A ' l ' 8 ®x PJ'ession to the sense of loyalty that the Cor- 
Emperor Uar< S ^  ^^rone and person of His Majesty the King-

H. 11>e Duke’s Reply
H is  R o y a l  H ig h n e s s ,  t h e n  m a d e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e p l y — h is  first 

s p e o c h  o n  landing o n  Indian sh o rn  tv , . e  . f  y  nis n,
Vr i „  i , f r  T  IUI‘V'  s n ° r e .  i t  w a s  o b v i o u s  y  m e a n t  n o t  f o r  
M a d r a s  a lo n e  b u t  f o r  t h e  w i d e r  e a r  o f  I n d i a  as  a  w h o l e

After thanking them for the address, he said •__
. In Great Britain and throughout, the British Empire on the mi,„ia r 

who previously had not interested themselves deeply, perhans -mea
this great country, the part which India ptayed in th ^ S r  p ^ u ^ d  a' prefund 
effect, the force of which may, I think, hardly have been realized here in India 
j’or me, un old servant of the Crown in India, fortified with vivid memories of ' 
Indian scenes and faces, you can well imagine how greatly the interest in von 
■ nri the sympathy with you were quickened by India’s splendid record of achieve 
ment and with what pride and pleasure I beard the old words and saw the 
well-known faces of Hindustan in the distant theatres of war Ue

In.England I bad the honour of meeting those distinguished Indian n  
presentatives whom yon sent from time to time first to assist at the central 
councils of our Empire, and finally at the Peace Conference, when bv ,b.. 
blessing of the Almighty, victory had at last been vouchsafed to us ' l 'm j  

'e gallant soldiers of India, of every race and creed, in many places far ’from 
heir native land, bravely doing their duty in a warfare of unprecedented 

'“■-nty, carried on under novel and unexpected' conditions, and ollenina 
I'mate which tried them to the utmost limit of human endurance u  sol tiers

th'eir due6 tIUe t0 U’e'r fl,U’ anda8a 8°ldier Ipay them Ule honour which is

I know well that the city and presidency of Madras stand high in India’s 
, , . recprd. When the fateful hour struck, you rose to the height of your oppor- 

,, ;v aUl1 acted .like men. We are Btil! too near the days of the war to r ,.,] ■ >
I that it has meant, but as the years go by, your sons and those who come
KT them will take an increasing pride in what their country did. India, 

"‘ynnd all doubt, has added greatly to her stature. Meanwhile," the world l.st* 
and India has changed with it.

A New Spirit Abroad
Pp not imagine that I come back to yon, like Rip Van YYiuUo from the 

mountaifta, expecting to find things as I left them, surprise! and sbocUd that 
K7 are nof* There is a new spirit abroad in India, a strong spirit; of progn s , 

and whatever you may be told to the contrary, believe me when l assure you tl.nt 
n your onward march you carry with you the warm sympathy ami firm good*

’ Go% \
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i  i wJJjm tk<? people of Great Britain and that you may look to them unhc^s^tfiSy 
\ • A  f both now and always,

-^hkpeoplc of Great Britain take a deep and rightful pride in theTgreat 
\^rjg>kiich has been accomplibhed in the past and is still to-day being accom

plished by the British services in India. But they take an equal pride in the 
proud position which India is so rapidly attaining in the eyes of the world to-day 
through Indian enterprise, Indian brains, Indian self-help and Indian pat: jtism.

And so you btand to day at the threshold of a new era. New and gravo 
problems confront you. Will you pardon an old friend to whom the welfare of 
India is very dear if, taking your welcome as my text and claiming the privilege 
of age and experience which never fail to receive due respect in India, I presume 
to give a few words of couusel ? The easy-going days to which the world was 
getting accustomed, which gave to India a time for recuperation and new growth 
alto? prolonged anarchy and unspeakable distress,— those days have gone and 
arc not likely to return. A time lies come when the responsibilities which rest 
upon every individual citizen are far greater than ever before.

From the issues now being hammered out no man can afford to stand aloof, 
in all countries there is a cla&s of men who shrink from the 6torm and stress of 
public movements, who are satisfied with their private pursuits or with the care 
of their paternal acres. How well we have known this class in India, and hoig 
greatly we have respected them \ Q

But conditions have changed. The philosopher from bis seclusion, tl 
merchant from his desk, the zemindar from his homestead,—-their country cal 
them ali. To-day India requires every citizen’s “Yea” or “Nay,” and no man is 
worthy of citizenship who does not give it.

A word more and I have done. You have recently passed through a period 
of troubles and difficulties. Do not brood over them. Remember that there has 
0e-n a terrible explosion in the world. Sparks are still flying everywhere. The 
events ot toe past few ■»* are cannot be forced into any of tbe accepted moulds 
a*><: standards of ii * conduct. Standing here to-day, have we not cause to be 
uir p nimbly grateful that things have not been worse, infinitely worse ?

Through the clouds a bright dawn of promise is breaking over this land, 
and if sanity and true patriotism guide your leaders, nothing can debar India 
lrotu a-i high destiny. It is not through strife and bitterness, it is not by 
* . • ' h**ths which plainly lead to strife ami bitterness, that India will maln- 
1 am Ii r ■ ours ,* so gloriously begun. There are enough unhappy, incomprehen- 
B.bl • trag*Mii.-a taking place in the world to-day without our adding to them here. 
D j n t pe r intn the troubled waters in the wake of your ship/ Lengthen the 
to :u3 ot your glasses and look ahead.

Gcutlemen, by the command of our beloved King-Emperor I have come to 
asK si ar the iriau-uration of India’s new Legislative Councils. That is my 
1 But jf it were granted to me by my presence once again in
y. nr'midst to help, so tar as in me lies, in the healing of old sorc-B, in the removal

'M C':r memories, in the strengthening of the old tie. and in the renewal of a 
3i- ,a 'r mutual confidence and good-will, then I feel I should indeed be taking 
a pa.t worthy of a son of Queen Victoria, ray dear mother, the memory of w 
a imiing love for India inspires me in the task which now confronts me. I shall 
f t fa I to carry to IIis Majesty the King-Emperor your assurances of loyalty 
and devotion to the Thrr ne and your gratitude for His Majesty’s active sympathy 
ia the broadening of your public liio Gentlemen, it now only remains for me

: y,;u lor >,:ur1,helI> a,ul cood Wishes and to thank you for the welcome you
have to-day so kindly accorded to me.

T h© Popular Boycott Demonstration 
A *i]t the otlicial ceremony of the Duke’e reception was goir.£



1= j-ifejht orienttil splendour, the city of Madras went on c \ a | * o
\ 1 h e  day su'd.a huge concourse of people, numboringks/lLlJ 

&0. thousand, gathered at another part of the Beach to carry out. the 
on co-operation mandate of tho National Congress. For the week 
1>6t an iniciiso ngitulion was kept up to boycott the Duke’s Srntc- 
itry into Madras and his oflieial visit. On the Oth January a huge 

public meeting of the citizens of Madras was held under Mr. 
Kasturiranga Aiyongar, tho votoran nationalist, when the Nagpur 
Congress resolutions wero fully explained to tho people and the 
following resolution boycotting the Duke’s visit was passpd :—

“ 111 <• meeting ot the citizens of Madras calls upon the people of this city 
no o i.i pai r. in any of the functions and festivities arranged in honour of His 
Royal Highness the Duke of Connaught's visit.”

1 was so git on out that Madras was selected as the first 
landing stage of tho Duke instead of Bombay, the most obvious 
place, because Madras was the only province which had loyally 
responded to the call of co-operation with the official bureaucracy, 
and because no otbef-province except Madras was so much divided 
against itself by inter-communal jealousies as to fall a prey to the 
age-long bureaucratic policy of divide et impera. Stroet corner 
lectures were arranged to explain to tho masses that the boycott of 
the Duke’s visit did not mean disloyalty to the Throne or disrespect 
to the Duke. Big placards were posted in tho streots carrying such 
inscriptions as Boycott Connaught,” ‘ 'Connaught cannot redress 
our wrongs,” “  Remember Jhalliatuvallah,”  and so on, and strict 
instructions were given to the masses to be non-violent in all demons 
trutions. For several days long processions, some covering half 
a mile in length and mustering 50,000 people or more, paraded 
the streets carrying the message of the Congress and advocating 
boycott and hartal on-the day of the Duko’s landing.

On that day a monster meeting of the citizens of Madras was 
hold in the iriplicana beach. No less than five platforms were set 
up Mr. Kesava Meuon, -the non-co-operation leader, in opening tho 
proceedings said that they had met there under the great heavens 
with no pandal, in tens of thousands, to say that they did not 
associate themselves with the sontiment that was being given 
expression to at the other end of the B ach. An address, ho said,
at 'hat very time was being road on their behalf and iri the name of 
tin p.v>le of the Presidency by certain individuals who had no 
right to ieak on their behalf. Therefore it was ne- -sary to assert 
once agaii that, they were not prepared to accord any welcome to 
anybody who came in tho name of England. But unfortunately 
there were certain men in the history of all countries of '.he world 
working against tne interests of the people. For instance, the

921] tJlE  BOYCOTT DEMONSTRATION  / ^ < J p
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PoKv iiiii-:d with Germany when Germans ruled the Poles—Ih^lsO 

w'*;*1 the Austrians, when Austria ruled 
'Certain Irish men, too, sided with the British and W3re tyrannising 
t-hoir own country. Therefore they need not be surprised in findin: 
m their own country certain of their own men siding with thos 
who wanted to keep them in subjection.

The following resolution was passed unanimously :__
As in the opinion of this meeting of the citizens of Madras the existing 

Government of India lias forfeited the confidence of the country, and as 
the people of India are now determined to establish Swaraj, and as all methods 
adopted by them hitherto have failed to secure the recognition of their rights 
and principles aud the redress of their many grievous wrongs, more especi
ally in reference to the Kbilafat and the 1’unjalj, and as this meeting considers 
that the Government of India Act which His Highness the Duke of Connaught 
has come to put into operation is of no value whatsoever to the people and that 
the CouuciIs do not represent the country, this meeting therefore confirms its 
determination to secure Swaraj by the method of non-violent Non-Go-operation 
resolved upon by the Indian National CongresB at Nagpur.

Among the speakers wore almost all the non-co-operation 
leaders of Madras, Dr. Rsjan, Messrs. Harisarvat.hama Rao, Krisbna- 
swami Chetty, G. S. Ragbavan, Appu Nair, N. S. Varadachari, 
Gopala Morion, Balasubramania Iyer, Kasturiranga Iyengar, Abdul 
Majid Sharer, S. Duraiswami Aiyer, V. Gopalaswami Mudaliar, 
K. \ , Srinivasa Iyengar, and a host of others. Mr. T. Prakasam in 
concluding the proceedings mado a very feeling speech in which hr 
deplored that Indians had not to light Englishmen alone but al 
some of the most powerful amongst their own countrymen, \

Referring to the excuses pleaded by the bureaucracy and certain 
sections oi tho Indians that In- :ans were not fit for full Swaraj as 
they could not defend themselves, he said 1" You and I may not 
be warriors. You and I cannot go to the battlefields. But look at 
the infantry arid tho cavalry that formed part of tho Duke’s proces
sion. Are they Englishmen 1 Are they not our own kith and kin 1 
Who are the men that were fighting in Mesopotamia and who saved 
the situation  ̂ in Flanders ? Why then say that this country is not 
prepared for Swaraj 1 A civil population is a civil population ev- ry- 
whero. \\ hen bombs were thrown in England and Ireland the civil 
population fled as our men fled in the Punjab. We have got enough 
)i material and if the Government is honest they can find enough 
men to defend our frontiers. Do not give dishonest excuses and do 
not put them off on false grounds, \gain and again we are reminded 
ot our position in this country, hook at the aeroplane that was 
flying over our heads. I was really asking myself whether a 
repetition of the Jullianwalla Bagh was not going to bo porpotrated, 
as wa too are an unarmed people.”



■ gp^R/fijuing^ then to 1 ho Duke’s mossage that he was not g o ^ f  1)oj 
X^^SB^M^terentjal treatment to Englishmen, he pointed out that just 

I , sani° 1 ay when the message was read in the papers, they 
01 , 'K’ 'aide ti-oatmont accorded to Mr. Justice Sadasiva 

0A a ,jU<opoan colleague on the Bench was heard politely.
insult to Mr. Justice Sadasiva Iyer

in Mi^lr'iVhannr.Vl h-'°b °l!'eated considerable stir in Indian circles 
M il itw  h f f i f t  '.h0 n'orning of the same day when the 
etreota without ai v ^ I r  ° IC® sudde,l|y stopped all traffic in certain
Duke’s procession. A sttw as office h" ^  °\ rebearsi'>« ,he
people and m r r i ^ T  i i T  “ M houra’ (iuU9 a lar« a "umber of 
up The Hon’b] i °\V t ° u.' !llg a f0w High Court Judges were held

>bo”  “  r ,bu-
b“ ‘ ,e h“M »p  "> > ■ "«  » » r  public « i t r * i i S 5 S S “ - " S ;

European Sergeant who was standing in front about the source from 
which the order emanated. The Sergeant behaved insole, tlv and 
rephed with an exasperating hauteur that it was his order and that
he wdi stop the questmner physically, and on being pointed out by 
a bystander that he was addressing a High Court Judge, replied 

I dont care who the d . . . By this time the Chief Justice came 
along the same route to the spot and was accor' ud a ri -ht roval 
military salute by the same Sergeant. Iiis Lordship , 00 was.in wrath
on being stopped but some European Police officer drew in a„rl 
whispered explanations.

Inauguration ol the Madras Legislative Council 
On January 12th at 10-30 a.m, the Duke performed the inaugura

tion ceremony of the new Reformed Legislative Council A heavy 
downpour of rain and a stormy weather prevented a pro-essinn hain* 
C[ ™ ;d a,;.d 0,1 dticorations previously set up were destroyed

is Excellency Lord W.llingdon, the Governor, welcomed His Royal 
fighness, who, in reply, said in the course of hi- speech ■— 

f “ N o ,P|aC0 India could more appropriately have b m„ selected 
for entering upon the important duty with which His Majesty has 
entrusted me It was here that the connection between Ihdia and 
Jffie British Empire was first definitely established. It was in Fort,
, • George that Lord Clive began the career during which, aided 
largely by the courage and tenacity of the Madras troops, he securod 
a footing for the British power, it was here nearly a bun rod years 
ego that Sir 1 bomas Alunro, as the Governoi of th' Presidency, 
first defined in a despatch to the Court of Directors the true policy 
and the only vindication of the British connection, that the people 
of India should be taught and fitted to govern themselves.

( i ( ^ ^ p s 2 \ ]  iN At'GijiunoN  of council ( n i l
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l* \ J jk “  M l  br' f ,bat policy is ripening info fruition. In this nwltfe 
x X x ^ S sd o rw  it will bo the task of Your Excellency and your o t ra i f t r  

members of the Legislative Council, and of the Ministers 
wno wih be drawn from among you, to cherish its growth and to 
hand it on to your successors a stage further towards perfect maturity. 
In that task I have come to wish you God speed on behalf of our 
►sovereign and the Sister Nations of our Empire.

Ill India, as elsewhere, political development is only a vehicle 
for human life and human progress, its function is to provide a 
nation with tho moans for increasing the happiness of the people.
Iho form has an importance of its own, but the spirit is vital for 
liberty, and unless human brotherhood follows in its steps it may 
easily become a greater tyranny. With those, therefore, who would 
sharo in tho building up of your now constitution, the thought of 
the people’s happiness must ever be paramount, and I can imagine
how at this epoch in your history your minds are turning towards 
that high ideal.

_ Ilie pursuit of it demands of yon many qualities,— pationce, 
insight, sympathy and the like— but if I were to try to enumerate
them I should conclude in tho well-known words that the greatest 
oi those is charily. I mean not ordy courtesy between political 
opponent: and tolerance of antagonistic views, though those virtues 
'V ."'!edef1 to sweeten your labours,- 1  am thinking rather of
, f  " lder toleration which blunls the sharpness of conflicting interests. “

lving mine!mb'” f° rm, of oharity which mU8t surely be the under- 
. . " P'8 and tbo “ Im of your political growth. India has 

irot-i l\r I rT  tho nksh 01 roli* ions- Sho has suffered
a ° ‘ disnli •rJC" ° 7  bf,twonn sooial orders. These mean disunion, 

™  "  ■Vvoak“ 6SS- They moan constraint, aud constraint is
manship l o  mitigate these m tho future will be your states

.. . 1 pretend to speak to you on the local topics which
vil, immediately engag, , ho attention of your Council and your 

sl'fKcicntly familiar with them. But as one 
' /  .! " " ,any y6ara, has watched (he unfolding of political freedom 

l,ld 41,11 '»ore as a trim friend of India, I may 
eUev'Ver ° ° ‘ ' °  T 1 ' °  tb° otber Council* which f shall meet
lies Ufore you* W° ldS °  8PnCri‘ l applicalion to the ereat work which

vrn n etiathe fir,9t o f ‘ hese ,1C tbo Plo« whieh I have just put before 
18 a ploft ‘ bat you should sink differences and magnify

to r l 6 r ° V  Thr Un' ted’ uee yol:r »• *  political machinery he depr. .sed and to lowor the walls between oreede and
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' * \ C1ffiiijis <ir*j hosfilo interests. The task will bo far from eas^Vyifl 1 
that you will not shrink from it. r j l  j

\ V ,  now deolaro tho new Legislative Council for the Madras
Presidency established under the Government of India Act 1919 
to be duly open, and I join with Your Excellency and with all who
love India in a heart felt prayer for the Almighty’s guidance in its 
labours.”

On the conclusion of the Duke’s speech the President of the 
Council, Sir P. Rajagopalachari, tendered the grateful homage of 
the Council to His Majesty through his representative the Duke.
I ho meeting then dissolved. The Duke’s Madras visit lasted exactly 
a week. lie loft Madras on tho 1 Gth January for a sporting tour 
in Central India

The Duke in Calcutta.
After spending about a fortnight in Central India His Royal 

Highness and staff arrived at Calcutta on Jan. 2Sth. 1921. In 
reply to an address presented by the Municipal Corporation of 
Calcutta, His Royal Highness made a memorable and significant 
statement : “ When I see tho ships lying in the Hooghly, I foe) : here 
in Calcutta is the port of London, and hore in Asia is t-he'London 
of the East” !

On February 1st. the Duke inaugurated the new Reformed 
Bengal Legislative Council in the Calcutta Town Hall. This was a 
brilliant State function as in Madras.

In opening the Council H. R. H. Tho Duke spoke as follows :__
“ Your Excellency, and Gentlemen of the Bengal Legislative 

Council,— Today it is my pleasing task to open the second of that 
series oi new legislatures which by command oi His Imperial Majesty 
tho King-Emperor I have come to India to inaugurate. The King 
Emperor has commissioned me to bring you his cordial good wishes 
on an occasion which Your Excellency justly terms historic. You 
all know His Imperial Majesty’s regard for this proud city of 
Calcutta, for the people of Bengal, and I can assure you of the deep 
interest with which he watches the far roaching changes beginning 
with the ceremony of to-day.

Upon the pleasure which it gives me personally to perform 
this duty l need not dwell, nor upon my gratification at the warmth 
of your welcome. Though more directly acquainted during niv past 
sojourn in India with a Presidency with which you maintain a 
healthy and generous rivalry, I should he the last to deny rho 
eminence oi Bengal among the provinces of the Indian Empire or 
the unique connexion pf Calcutta with the administrative develop-



DUKE /<V CALCUTTA [cA & ftn . 
j ! ( TOaffls julhich have marked- the long and momentous assqpaiuju 
V^b^^oeirj/he United Kingdom and this country. i f  I  j

nS w" ^ ^ * 8 t^at eminence and that connexion which will direct upon 
^EtrerTleliberationa of your. Council the anxious gaze of all who, like 
myself, cherish great expectations of the era which is dawning upon 
the Indian Empire ;— anxious, I say, because tho task imposed on 
you and the sister legislatures which are coming simultaneously into 
being is a task of no ordinary' complexion. You have to take at 
once a heavy and responsible share in providing the' laws and finance 
•for a skilled and highly technical administration. In one area, by 
no means small or unimportant, of fhe administrative field, your 
responsibility will he closer. For within it the policy and conduct 
of the actual executive will repose on'-the shoulders, of Ministers 
drawn from your ranks, and it will be for you to advise, support 
and, whore necessary, criticise and control them in their eourso.

"But while thus engaged on the one hand, on the other you 
will ever have to bear in mind the people in whose name yon act, 
and to remember that the progress of the country mu&t remain 
imperfect so long as the great majority of them,— so long, indeed, 
as any substantial section,of them— are unable to follow your work 
with intelligence. The training and expansion of the electorate 
will be just as much your duty as the conduct, and direction of the 
administration. All these varied parts you will have'to play With a 
sobriety of language, a sanity of judgment, an impartiality of decision, 
a freedom from passion and prejudice, which will not only satisfy the . 
cities of thi now constitution, but will justify a jury of tho British 
Parliament ton years hence in enlarging the scope of your adminis
trative activities.

In this labyrinth of cares and labours, what clue can I suggest 
for your guidance l I’o my mind, as l am sure to yours, there is 
only one, that your sole thought should always be the betterment 
of your couairyim n and not of any class or section, but of all. The 
test by which political assemblies are judged all the world over is 
not ingenuity , of dialectic or mere political craftsmanship, but the 
good government of the people and the progress of tho country.

In that respect'your programme is heavy indeed. There are 
at least, ihxeo vust problems with which you will at, once come to 
gii, i : they are within the sphere of Ministers and are of special 
prominence in Bengal. One is the intense popular demand for 
education and the provision in response thereto of a type of educa
tion which win fit tho rising generation to be good citizens. The 
second, in reality coroplementaiy to the first, is tho creation of 
industrial opportunities and an industrial spirit to .relieve the 
'I men-ions pressure-on tho land and tho economic evils which must
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( = ( r! l l l i ’ ) / 0 ^ ird  18 a *1,'g*10r etar)dard of health and
among the inhabitants of your wide malarial trartoT l A. J 

f *n tl)0 field of material progress there could be few problems 
surpassing difficulty than these three. There could also 

ue few more costly ; and this consideration is a special anxiety to 
you in Bengal, where, I understand, the public revenues are cireums- 
cnoed and somewhat inelastic. The solution of these questions 
and their finance will call for equally heroic treatment.

. ,6,nt e® en of the Legislative Council,— You will not expect
mo to attempt a survey of your future labours. They will range 
from such matters as I have mentioned to those infinitely delicate 
questions of social emancipation in which India will look to Bengal, 
as oO o on in 10 past, to take the lead. Believe me, the magni-
f f c  ’T  S.k ,8 ,1r®alieed. its difficulties are appreciated 
by those o us who will be watching you with friendly and sympathe
tic eyes during the years which lie ahead. We hope for your 
success. We are cheered by auguries of it to-day. There could 
bo no finer augury than the striking address which has just been 
delivered by His Excellency Lord Ronaldshay, your sympathetic 
and stout-hearted Governor. For, to him, it is certain, that you will 
always be able to turn for help and advice, and, I am sure, to the 
officers who serve undor him and to his and their successors.

“ But the happiest augury of all is in yourselves.' In the 
political progress of India, the Bengali race has ever been in the van 
its leaders, endowed with oratory and brilliance of intellect, have in
spired the cause of reform ; in the sphore of literature, philosophy 
science and art, its gifts have been strikingly displayed. In the realms’ 
of jurisprudence and public life its sons have been conspicuous 
figures.

“ Associated in Council with the leaders of Bengal, will be the 
European fellow-citizens, official and non official, to whose peculiar 
ffonius the India of to-day owes both its system of orderly adminis
tration and its great commercial and Industrial connexions with 
, . worlfl at large. In this combination I see grounds for the 
highest expectations. Working sido by side, mindful of each other’s 
interests and ideals, over bending their minds to cordial co-opera- 
, '0n> leaders of the Bengali and the British communities will, 

earnestly pray, so serve this great province that it will ere long 
warn a position of fresh lustre, happiness, and prosperity in the 
confederation of the British Empire.

The Boycott Demonstration.
On the day of the Duke’s arrival at Calcutta a complete liartal 

',ra'; observed in the Indian section of the city. A vigorous campaigt 
tor the purpose uf boycotting the visit had been carried on for several 

7(a)

b o y c o t t  BY TE E  PEOPLE ( r t y p
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\» .'daC^rwij/ue.' 'All shops and markets were, closed and vehicula^mKjo , 
oi every ilesoriptioii was suspended. Practically evory Indian busfnesiS 
fi^slPwas closed. At the entrance of the roads leading to the Duke’s 
route, non-co-operators were seen persuading the small crowds of 
Indians that had gathered to disperse and not to go near the route. 
f\t somo places the crowd burst out with Mahatma Gandhi hi Jai at 
the top of their voice, instead of cheering the Dukal party. Howrah 
Station and its approaches, tho Dalhousie Square and its approaches, 
and some parts of the route were packed by men selected by the 
officials from the various offices and everywhere tho European 
element predominated. To avoid any breach of the peace M. 
Gandhi, who was then sojourning in Calcutta on tho Congress pro
gramme, personally drove through the city and requested the people, 
with that characteristic magnetism which he commands, to disperse. 
Pickcters who had previously posted themselves at the principal 
thoroughfares were persuaded by him to disperse, and every sort of 
restraint was removed to allow freedom to the people to welcome 
the Dako if they liked. Inspite of this, however, the voluntary 
/■ irtal was complete in the Indian section of the city.

On the (lay of the inauguration of the Reformed Bengal Legis
lative Con-noil, the leaders of tho non-co-operation movoment arrang
'd a grand demonstration as a counter-movement. Meetings wero 
hold all over tho city— in eight different places— to express dis
appointment at the Reforms. The whole Indian population of tho 
city congregated at tho eight centres and tho same resolution was 
put and carried at each meeting. All the leading supporters of the 
non-co operation, movement present in town, took part in the pro
ceeding-;. Messrs Gandhi, Mahomed Ali and Pandit Matilal Nehru, 
who bad specially come over to Calcutta.in connection of a Committee 
meeting of tho All India Congress Committee, were present at all the 
meeting; and addressed tho people on tho Congress creed and the’ 
need of boycott.

The following resolution was passed :—
Tin; citizens of Calcutta in this meeting assembled resolve that in the 

circumstances in which the Bengal Legislative Council has been brought into 
■ xi>- it docs not repr-s, .1 the country and this meeting calls upon those
ni'-mbera who have allowed themselves to be elected to resign their scats 
immediately.

The Duke at Delhi
His Royal Highness left Calcutta on the night of Feb. 3rd, 

1!*21 and reached Patna next day morning where he haltod for less 
than an hour and was interviewed by Lord Sinha, tho Governor. 
Agra was reached in tho early morning of the 5th. February, where

eoi% \  . ' ■ '  f



1N4VGUliATldN OF Tllb I'llLVCES’ C U AM Bfl^l u 
(l i h^nenlbl two days in visiting the historic monuments of f b e ^ W l l i l  

‘ , jfepfirorJ, and Delhi on the 7th. There was a splendid Stategny jp - j  
<H,voTi ât,  ̂ Delhi attended by the Viceroy, high civil and military 

ilicera and by the Indian Princes with their suite who had specially 
mgregated to Delhi to attend the Imperial {unctions of the next 
w days. Shortly after his arrival, His Royal Highness was pre

dated with an Address of Welcome by the Municipality and then 
the Royal procession moved off in state to the Viceregal lodge where 
a Royal reception was held.

Inauguration of the Chamber of Princes 
rho first public function performed by the Duko at Delhi was 

the inauguration of the Chamber of Princes next day, the 8th of 
February 1911, at, o ,10 l’.M. in a pavilion just in front of the celebrat
ed Diwan i-Am, where the Great Moghuls used to hold thoir courts. 
Some 1 20 Ruling Princes rosplendant in their gorgeous State drees 
and their large retinues of Sardars and Durban's, and also all the 
high civil and military officers of the Crown attended. The pro
ceedings commenced with the reading of the Royal Proclamation by 
Sir John Wood, the Political Secretary to the Viceroy, aftor which 
His Excellency delivered a lengthy address chietly concerning the 
history of the Chamber which was at first proposed to be named 
“ The Narenrlra Mahamandal,”  but this name had to bo dropped 
owing to the objection of some of the Mahomedan Princes. His 
Excellency then invited Ilis Royal Highnoss to perform the inaugu
ration ceremony, The Duke then tose amidst cheers and delivered 
his address.

THE ROYAL MESSAGE
George the Fifth, by the grace of God, of the United Kingdom of beat 

Britain and Ireland and of the British Dominions beyond the Seas. King. 
Defender of the Faith, Emperor of India : To my Viceroy and Governor- 
General and to the Princes and Rulers of the Indian States, greetir g —

" In my Royal P ro c la m a tio n  of Lee- : her, 11*19, I gave earnest of my a IT c- 
tionate care Dnd regard for the Ruling Princes and Chiefs of the Indian Staten by 
signifying iny assent to the establishment of a Chamber of Princes. Durn : t' 
year that has since passed, my Viceroy and many of the Princes the i d .-, lus have 
hecn engaged in framing for my approval a constitution for the Cbnmb. r ai d 
the rubs and regulations necessary to ensure the smooth and efficient p rform- 
auce of its important functions,

“ This work is now complete, and it remains for me to take the final -tens 
to bring the Chamber into being in the confident hope that the undid coum-i Is 
of the Princes and Rulers assembled in formal conclave will be fruitful of lasting 
good, both to themselves and to their subjects, nnd, by advancing the inter, i- 
that are common to their territories and to British India will benefit my Enu re 
as a whole. It. is in this hope that L have charged my Revejred and Beloved 
Uncle, Iiis Royal Highness the l>uke of Connaught and btrathnarn, to piiform 
on my behalf the ceremony of the inauguration of the Chamber of Princes,
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(  ̂ I iflr I ^ j f V  brru ^slief that a future full of great and beneficent aotivrL4^1li|s 
\ • V ^ U l o # ^Chamber thus established. To the Princes long versed in the^nft If , 

and state8raan8bip it will open still wider fields of Imp rial 
\^l^pT^^I(>rd them opportunities, of which 1 am convinced they will be prompt 

to-av«rrthemselves, of comparing experience, interchanging ideas, and framin' 
mature and balanced conclusions on matters of common interest. Nor will lef 
advantage accrue to my Viceroy and the officers serving under him, to who' 
the prudent counsels and considered advice of the Chamber cannot iail to be 
the greatest assistance.

Ihe problems of the future must be faced in-a spirit of co-operation and 
mutual tru> . It is in this spirit that l summon the Princes of India to a larger 
share iu my Council?. I do so in full reliance upon their devotion to my
i l i f o n c  find Person, proved hh it Ijiia been both in long yearn of ponce find in the
terrible ordeal of the great war, and in the confident anticipation that by this 
meam, the bouds of mutual understanding will be strengthened and the growing 
identity of interest between the Indian States and the rest of my Empire will 
be fostered and developed. ^

“  I n  m y  fo rm e r P ro c la m a tio n  I  repeated the  assurance g iven on m a ny  
occasions by m y  K oya l predecessors arid m yse lf o f m y  d e te rm in a tio n  ever to  
m a in ta in  u n im p a ired  the  p riv ileges, r ig h ts , and d ig n itie s  o f P rinces o f In d ia .  
I n c  M inces m ay rest assured th a t th is  pledge rem a ins  in v io la te  and in v io la b le .
I  now authorise my Viceroy to publish the terms of the constitution of the new 
Chamber. My Viceroy will take its counsel freely in matters relating to the 
territories of the Indian States generally, and in matters that affect those terri
tories jointly with British India or with the rest of my Empire. It will have 
no concern with the internal affairs of individual States or their rulers, or with 
t jc relations of individual States to my Government, while the existing rights of 
I110 PLat>'s an(i tbeir freedom of action will be in no way prejudiced or impaired. 
Y Y v! n7  ,aTne6t b°Pe that the Princes of India will take a regular part in the 
ou ? ' Char« belMmt attendance will be a matter of choice, not of
y '* b"rt;. n l11 be n0 obligation upon any member to record bis opinion,
ir heriV: T ,n any qae8tion that may come under discussion, and
i , _iv n ' my de^re that, at the di . -ti<m of my Viceroy, an opportunity shall 
Chfmh r in . any , r uJQCe whoha9nofc takeri part in the deliberations of the 
its'conHid.ration “W9 0n aQJ'<i“e8tion that the Chamb,,.-has had under

V  r* \Vb«  the blcS8i“8 of Divine Providence may rest upon the kbourj of 
I L  T  U8 ^ io n s  may be inspired by Hue wisdom and moder-
at.on, and that n. mr , teek and lind its best reward in promoting the general

H is  K o y a l  ! i  uneas t b e  D u k e  o f  C o n n a u g h t  sa id  : __
Vour Excellency, Your Highnesses, — It. is by tho Command of 

tie Imperial Majesty, the King-Emperor, that 1 meet you to day. 
My duty is two fold,—to eonvey to Your Highnesses tho personal 
greetings of H.s Majesty, and on his behalf to inaugurate the Cham- 
. 1P,r! noas :i. *“ *, ?°>al Proclamation the King-Emperor has 

signified his approval of this new institution and his hopes for its 
u.ure. Its origin and meaning have just been explained by the 
\mer°y. I have only one word to add to what His Excellency has 
laid ou this aubjoot. An assembly so unique and so essentially



E . E. Id. T E E  b V k E ’S S P E E C H
' • V ^  11 / 'J  Character should surely not ba known only by an BsWilh

d®*?i'pI1atioi!. 1 trust that among the earliest tasks to wbiclrYlmflf-^ 
iliguuesses will address yourselves in the Chamber will be that of 
choosing an a|ipropriute vernacular title which you can unite in re
commending to His Majesty the King. Your Highnesses, of the 
many ceremonies that it has fallen to my lot to perform none has 
givon mo moro pleasure than tho inauguration of the Chamber of 
_ rinees. Among the Princes here assembled are many with whom 

can c aim personal friendship of long standing. I rejoice at the 
i !’d t  ̂ n renewing thoir aoquaintanoe and of reviving old

o i k  s o o owship and regard. No pleasure is so keen as that 
° n.C aro ° ^ friends. I have the happiness of knowing

j i f  h°'' " l’ l9a8Ure ,n to day’s proceedings finds a counterpart in 
i0tr Highnesses own feelings and that tho function in which it is 
so privilege to join will stand for all time as a shining landmark 

in the annals of tho Indian States.
The British Empire Mightier than the Mughal 

“ We are assembled to-day in the ancient capital of India 
This noble hall in which we meet, where the Mughal Emperor 
surrounded by the splendour of his magnifieient court used to hear 
the petitions of his people, has been the scene of many imposing 
ceremonies. It is a fitting stage for the ceremony of to-day, but I 
stand here at the bidding of an Emperor, mightier even than the 
Mughal Emperors whose policy is framed with a breadth of 
vision unknown to the rulers of past ages, whose acts are inspired 
as he himself ha3 declared, by the spirit of trust and sympathy 
whose desire it is that every breath of suspicion or misunderstand
ing should be dissipated and who now invites Your Highnesses in 
the fullness of his confidence to take a larger share in the political 
development of your motherland. _ The Princes of India have shown 
for many years past and more particularly during the great war their 
devotion to the Crown and their readiness to make any sacrifice for 
•he safety and Welfare of tho Emptro. When must was needed most 
w“ 8 given, His Imperial Majesty has watched with feelings of deep 
Pride and gratitude tho part taken by Your Highnesses in the war,
tho devotion of those who gave personal service in tho field, tho 
Paftriotto zeal of tboso who sent thoir troops fo the front and 
furnished recruits for the Indian Army, the lavish generosity of 
those who helped wilh money and material for all thoso services. 
His Majesty has asked me to give a special message of thanks. 
Royalty is a tradition with the Indian States. His Majesty knows 
"'oil that in good timos or evil bo can always count upo'n tho fi iolity 
ar>d unswerving support of the Indian Princes, but with tho 
tHomoriea of fhe past six years ever present in bis mind, he cannot
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r  yfos®»r of jthis great occasion from making a public acknowledgment
\ iM j^ gJ^ p fenf^d record of achievement during the greatest stkrgfie-^ 

in the history of mankind. The help that, you gave at the outbreak 
of the war, when the tale of your deeds and offerings sent a thrill of 
emotion throughout the British Empire and your strenuous efforts in 
the dark days of 1918, when the fate of civilisation seemed to hang 
in the balance, can only"be forgotten with the Empire itself. 1 am 
confident that tho same spirit of loyalty and co operation that Your 
Highnesses displayed during the war will continue to animate you 
in the years to come. It is in this spirit, as His Majesty has said, 
that the problems of the future must be faced. It is in this spirit,
I do not doubt, that you will aproach the question that will form the 
subject of your deliberations in the Chamber. Some of the problems 
t bat will arise may make demands on your patience and public 
spirit, some may depend for their solution upon a fair interpretation 
of the letter of treaties and engagements between the States and 
the British Government ; if so, 1 feel sure that a way will be found 
to reconcile any doubt or difference that may present themselves.
1 he sanctity of the treaties is a cardinal article of Imperial 
policy. It was affirmed by my beloved mother, the great Queen 
Victoria, in her famous Proclamation of 1858. It was re-affirmed 
by King Edward VII,  and his present Majesty King George V has 
one© more announced in His Proclamation his determination ever 
to maintain unimpaired the privileges, rights and dignities of the 
Inncf.s, Nothing is wanting to mark the solemnity of this time- 
honoured engagement and no words of mine are needed to re-assnre 
You: Uighnos:.os that, the Britijd) Government will stand faithful!
•:-vr!rs I)romises. I would only ask you, when you come to discuss any
difficult .question of practice in your relations with (ho Go rnment
of India or of the interpretation of your treaties, to remember that 
these pledges will be 6ver present to the minds of the officers of 
the British Crown. A generous spirit on your part will find its 
response in equal generosity or; the part of the Goternment of India, 
i ,).! may ic=t assured that the Government and its officers will 
recognise freely the internal sovereignty to which your various • 
treaties and engagements entitle you. VYe look to the Princes of 
India on their part to continue to administer their States with 
ju-iice and enlightenment. 1 am confident that we shall not look 
in vain. Your Highnesses, it is a sincere pleasure to mo to congra- • 
'nlato you on the plane that as a body you have achieved yourselves 
in recent year: in the wider Councils of the Empire. You have 
1 in represented in the Imperial War Cabinet, in the Imperial 
l o- h roneo. One of your members took part in tho Peace Conference 
itl 1919 and his signature is appended to the Treaty of Versailles,
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d  mJ S  recently, another of your order attended the League o& S itln s  
• 'AWwft»i;ly at Geneva. D l  f

The March of Time
. Y°ur Highnesses, I have witnessed many changes in my life

time. Much of tbo old order as I knew it in my youth has passed 
away for over for all classes. The past 50 wears have been an era 
of change and the Princes of the great Indian States furnish no 
exception to the general rule. Their conditions of life have been 
profoundly modified. They have emerged from the seclusion that 
so long hedged them round, and they aspire and rightly aspire to 
play a part in the wider theatre of modern life. I am sure that the 
part will be a worthy one. The British Government has not been 
slow to recognise the justice of your aspirations, and I rejoice to 
tnink that by my share in to day’s ceremony, I am doing something 
to promote your wishes and to provido a larger sphere for your 
public-spirited activities. Increased opportunities, as 1 noed not 
remind Your Highnesses, bring in their train increased responsibility 
I know well that Your Highnesses will appreciate the trust reposed 
in you by His Imperial Majesty and His Government, and will 
worthily respond both as pillars of the Empire and as rulers striving 
ever for the greater happiness and prosperity of your own subjects" 
I, now, on behalt of the King-Emperor, declare the Chamber of 
Princes to bo duly constituted and pray that under Divine Provi
dence its proceedings may be so guided and directed as to streng
then the bonds of union between the Princes and the Empire and 
to promote the well being of this great land of India and enhance 
her good name among tho nations of tho world.”

Maharajah of Gwalior’s Resolution
Tho Maharajah of Gwalior in moving a resolution of thanks 

said :—
“ Your Excellency, Your Royal Highness On behalf of tbo 

Brinces of India assembled on this memorable occasion I beg to 
move the following resolution :—

This representative (lathering of the Princes resolves to convoy to His 
Imperial May sty the Emperor of India their respectful greetings, r««iuramv . f 
their abiding loyalty to his Throne so deeply rooted in their affections and of 
their steadfast devotion to bis august person, also to voice their genuine grati
fication at the Royal Proclamation to the Chamber of Princes. Next, th. y 
resolve to aftirro that their feeling of intense satisfaction is only equalled by 
^•cir consciousness of honour done them in the deputation of Field Maishall 

•H oyal Highness the Dull* of Connaught to inaugurate this Chamber,—a 
< < pu anon which vividly recalls the blessed memory of Queen Victoria tho 
h  ̂ j>rocl|lmat.i°n of 1858 is the crystallised expression of Her Royal 
... « great lovt for India. This inauguration by His Royal Highnohs in all

e niorqpgTatifying owing to his earlier association with this country and v 
possession, as a Member of the Imp rial House of Windsor, of an innate capacity

f f r f a v f t  ̂  Ma h a r a J a  o f  g w a l i o r 's  s p e e c h /  ' J i n



f f ? W W \  THE CHAMBER OF PRINCES f w f l
1 to ^^preciate the hereditary Rulers’ point of view. Further, they nLS^pgn 

V'^Bla ^ niec^rd their profound appreciation of the genuine good-will, cbnf c t - 1 
\^ntiSE3it?fc^manship and deep insight, which prompted His Excellency the 

Viceroy Lord ijhelmsford, the gifted Prime Minister the Right Hou’ble David 
Lloyd George, that fearless and true friend of India His Imperial Majesty's 
Secretary of State the Right Hon’ble Edwin Montagu, and the eminent statesmen 
who form Hit, Imperial Majesty’s Government, to bring to a happy issue the 
scheme of the Chamber of PriuceB.

"‘ 1 deem it a great privilege that it has fallen to my lot to 
move the resolution which I have just read. It is quite unnecessary 
for me in moving it to dilate upon the ovent to which it refers or 
the happy circumstances which have attended its occurrence, for 
indeed the terms of the resolution, drawn up by our common 
consent, amply testify to the feelings occasioned by the formation 
of the Princes Chamber. Your Royal Highness, wo cannot but 
admiro the devotion to duty which inspired your willing compliance 
with the command of our beloved Emperor to visit India and perform 
this ceremony regardless of considerations of distance, and may we 
add, of age. For this ready response to the occasion, I am sure we 
are very grateful to Your Highness and wo Hatter ourselves by 
thinking that you have found the performance of to day’s ceremony 
agreeable and in accord with your Royal predilections.

Respecting Your Excellency, may I venture to state that your 
name will always be associated in history with one of the most critical 
stages in the evolution of India. Your Viccroyalty has witnessed 
roniarkablo happenings. Indeed we arc witnesses to the re-birth of 
t . wor,d’ Accepted notions and proven theories seem all to be under
going forced revision. May it please Merciful Providence that the 
new order which is supplementing the old may bring a cyclo of poaco 
uii go or -will for humanity lhe world conditions have boon, as was 
inevitable, m >re or less reflected in India so that Your Excellency 
has had to face problems calculated to strain nerves of steel and tax 
t e mo. r, resourceful mind. During that period of stress and anxiety 
\our Excellency was at pains unflinchingly to do what duty appeared 
inexorably to dictate. What a man can do better than bo true to 
himself, that is, to his conception of duty to the King of Kings? It 
is in the spirit of that conception that Your Excellency doubtless 
ondoavoured to serve this country. Finally, the much desired 
Chamber has been brought into being and it only remains for mo 
fervently to pray that its sessions may help to produce better mutual 
understanding and promote hearty and effective co operation between 
the British Government and the Princes of India.”

Maharajah of Bikaner’s Speech.
The Maharajah of Bikaner in seconding the resolution moved 

by the Maharajah of Gwalior said :— ”

■ G°% \



MAHARAJA OF BIKANER'S SPEECH | r ] »
1’  \ Tty* Excellency, Your Royal Highness :— I deem it an Ijwftjr 
V  Ŵ Wni.-. historic occasion to have been commissioned by my bromffr—* 

/rinnces/to second the resolution just moved by my esteemed friend 
is lghness the Maharajah Scindia. The unflinching loyalty and 
io er attachment with which the Princes of India are inspired 
var s tie hroue and person of His Imperial Majesty the King* 

„.nperoi lave stood the tost of time through every period of stress 
am» storm during a hundred years and more. The Imperial Crown 
is toe one centripetal force in the Empire which attracts and welds 
together all its component parts, an undisputed fact which accounts 
<Pr the remarkable unity and cohesion during the dark days of the 
6Dir of the different countries forming the British Commonwealth 
jr Nations, and to no one does the Imperial Crown appeal as a 
oreater binding and inspiring force than to us, the Princes of India.
The gracious interest which His Imperial Majesty the King-Emperor 
together with Her Imperial Majesty the Queen-Empress has at all 
times.been pleased to evince in all that pertains to the welfare of 
the Princes and States of India, his ever-to be-remambered appeal 

■ greater sympathy for India and the Indians and the watchword of 
1 which he gave to us all in 1912, have been sources of the liveliest 

•ation to us and have helped to stimulate and sustain us all in 
« f  difficulty and anxiety, whilst the solicitude displayed in 

jehalf by tb® e^bl.sbnio„t of the Chamber of Princes and the 
deration -tbe ^ ^ m a t i o n  of the gracious assurances

egarding th invtolab.l.ty of previous Imperial pledges safeguarding
our p r iv i V ^ ’Z ^ s ^ l ^ r 10?’ W*»J'«“ } » - . s t  loyal and grateful 
echo in thf3]  ’ , 8 throughout- the length and breadth of this
count y s'" ,‘ V* T  j that his lmParial Majesty may
long hB e p - r k 0 gT 19 of India a,ld « b«  Parts of the
Empire to-fu.rther. happ,ne8S a” d prosperity and afford to all con*

| ce n d an *“ ^ 1  ,°J. “ me dovotio“ *> duty and ' '
regard for the com^0,\ Z  \ Wh,,cb baa largely contributed to 
kttittha Ernpl,re ,n.t0 , - , t 8er bo,.,ds of loyal and patriotic unity.
We . w m,ly deem ", a b’g ’ h° " 0Ur but we r(fiard it as a matter of 
h. 110t01" that, the ceremony of inaugurating the Chamber of
Princes To d ' y 6h0Uld baVT  beent Cr,trU8tp(i hy  His Imperi al Majesty 
to e , h an illl,striou8 and p°pu ar raember of the Imperis.l House of 
Wi k o r  as Your Koyal Higbn088 wbos<‘ liamo is held in < he highest 
afflerinn and asteenl b* tbe PrlDC6s aIld People of India, y feel that 1 L : the sentiments of my brother Princes wlmn I give
expression to our grBat ^appointment that the other ci.-lls upon 
v 0„r Royal ^igbne68’ time have not left you sufficient i eisure to 

onour any of Lir Statea by a visifc on this occasion, hut we look 
r,vard with a u £ r  anticipations to welcoming His Royal H ighness

8
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1° \ i^^Pdijrie of Wales to several of our States next cold weatheVsfcel. 

wa sincerely hope that His Royal Highness will have been reitofaH-^ 
xj^bjjmusual health and vigour after his recent arduous exertions in 

the course of his triumphant Imperial mission. I beg also to associat 
myseli with His Highness the Maharajah Scindia in expressing or 
gratitude to Your Excellency and to Mr. Montagu and to the Prir 
Minister and his Imperial Majesty’ s Government. The solidarity 
and identity of interests between the British Government and the 
Princes are indeed very real, and I would in conclusion give 
expression to our profound conviction that the Chamber of Princes 
will not only prove of great benefit to us, but that it will also prove 
to be a true Imperial asset, and we rejoice to feel that we shall have 
in Your Excellency’s successor a sagacious statesman like Lord 
Reading, who wo earnestly trust will develop still further tho 
sympathetic policy of the British Government towards the Princes 
and States, whereby we may be enabled to take an ever-increasing 
share in upholding the honour and glory of our beloved Emperor and 
of hi3 mighty Empire.”

Maharajah of Alwoi’s Speech.
The Mabnrajah of Alwar in supporting Maharajah Scinr’ 

resolution in the Chamber of Princes welcomed the Duke as '  
messenger of good-will and peace at a time when dark clo1 j g 
hovering over the Indian horizon, just as they appeared ^ 
parts of the world. The Maharajah expressed disappoin f.raont L' 
tho postponement of the Prince of Wales’ visit, but dec! 
the Prince when he would come next winter would receive 
and warmer reception in India than he was accorded in ot-. ‘ . 
of the Empirh. her parts

I he Maharajah of Patiala, who followed, also spoke in ,, 
strain, after which tho function ended.

Inaugur ation of the Council of State and the Legislative Asse , .
Next d ay Feb. 9th, H. R. H. the Duke of C o m m u , V 

n,and d by H. M. the King and armed with special comnii = .*■’ ®om' 
Hi Majesty, inaugurated the two Imperial Legislature?,'slon *|0m 
Council of State and the Legislative Assembly. The ’ v’ z’ 
immediate! ty opposite the Assembly Chamber was aetb *ju:u ranŜ ° 
morning and presented a scene of great animatiot1 r°m early

rest.. The decorations wore profuse with flags an . lively 
ami tint soldiers’ accoutrements glistening in the mornint* bunting*, 
splendid t ouch to the whole scene. The Council of 8ta 8un ®ave a

! i iv ., Assembly - l‘ in iuint Rendon and the Mem” ê a!lf  ̂
in their places an hour before the time for the ceremon- bers were all

H R. II and bis cortege left the Viceregal Lod ° , rf\ n: ,!go at 10 o’cloc!

■ ° v \
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'. upfty’ a R°yal salute, and was received by the Members \ W f c  
\ - i f ^ / - C o u n c i l  and the Presidents of the Council of Stat|̂ _JijBLJ 

thmj^gislati ve Assembly at the pavilion.
Their Excellencies the Viceroy and Lady Chelmsford left the 

Viceregal Lodgo a little after 10 o’clock, and their departure was 
announced by a salute. On the arrival of the Viceroy at the pavi
lion the Union Jack was unfurled and the Band played the National 
Anthem. The Duke and the Viceroy then proceeded to the Council 
Chamber in procession headed by tbs Presidents of the Council of 
State and the Legislative Assembly, Members of the Governor- 
General’s Executive Council and the Staffs of Ilis Royal Highness 
and of His Excellency.

The scene inside the Hall was nuo of great though subdued excite
ment. The gallaries wore packed with Ruling Princes nnd Chiefs, the 
principal civil and military officers and a fow chosen leading non
officials. H. E. Lady Chelmsford was in the Viceregal Gallery. On 
the floor of the House were seated Members of the Council of State 
and the Assembly, and immediately below the dais seats wo.e pro
vided for the two Presidents. As soon as the Duke and the Viceroy 
entered the hall, the entire audience stood up. The Duke took his 
seat on the Throne, supported by the Viceroy on his right.

His Royal Highness and the Viceroy stood for a moment before 
their thrones and bowed to the two Presidents and to the assemblage. 
His Excellency the Viceroy then gave the word : “ Pray be seated,” 
when all resumed their seats, and the Vicoroy then immediately rose 
again to open the proceedings. In a long rigmarole speech full of 
dry details which befits the intellectual mediocrity of Lord 
Chelmsford, he delineated the various stages of the Reforms and 
wbat in his viow appeared to bo the constitutional development in 
the Government of India. He denied that there was any whittling 
down of the Reforms, probab'y with a view to calming iho strong 
suspicion of the people about bureaucratic intrigues headed by him 
against the grant of any substantial power to Indians, and sai-i with 
emphasis that the Reforms was a gift * worthy of Britain to give and 
India to take’,—an expression which a certain section of the H our. 
ri eiv“d with a significant smile, while others hung thrir head. 
His E ellency referred to the policy of the British in India (torn 
the tim ,f Lord Macaulay who introduced the us- of English in 
India, at, England could only convey to India the ideas oi the West 
in her own tongue. E’amiliarity with English literature, ho said, has 
done more than any other cause to promote politic..1 devolopmi nt in 
India. As the poet said ; ‘ They must he free « ho u calc the 1.1 goo 
that Shakespeare spake” ! In England, he said, s"lf governtnci "a  
not the result of any sudden revolution or catastrophic chut.go, l
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( = ( gradually and th© British Govt, in India were proSe^iing
K\n^pimH;>r manner introducing political self-government h crn T T ll, 1 

the Vicor°y His Royal Highness the Duke rose and said:— 
— ^ Y o u r  Excellency and Gentlemen of the Indian Legislature—

I am the bearer of a message from His Majesty the King Emperor.
It is this :—

The King’s Message
“ Little more than a year has elapsed since I gave my assent to the Act 

which set up a constitution for British India. The intervening time has been 
fully occupied in perfecting the necessary machinery, and you are now at the 
opeuiug of the first session of the Legislatures which the Act established. On 
this auspicious occasion I desire to convey to you and to the Members of the 
various Provincial Councils my congratulation and my earnest good wishes foi 
success in your labours and theirs. For years, it may be for generation*- 
patriotic and loyal indianB have dreamed of Swaraj for their Motherland 
opportunity for progress to the liberty which my other Dominions enjoy ts 
you, the first representatives of the people in the new Councils, there rests a Tad 
special responsibility, for on you it lies by the conduct of your business and ?“

H y0,Qr fudBment to convince the world of the wisdom of this area*
Ut nr l0hangP- Bnt 011 y°“ it also lies to remember the many millions 

to 'vh° are not yct qualified for a share in political life,
it. for their upliftmeut and to cherish their interests as your own 1 shall 

waten your work with an unfailing sympathy and with resolute faith in your 
determination to do your duty to India and the Empire.” 1
, r, Aii -vou Know, it has been tbe intention of His Majesty to sond 

the 1 nr.ee of \\ ales, tbe Heir to the Throne with his greeting and
r ‘ity t0 0pe" tbe 0hamb9rs of tb6 netv Indian Legislature. 
‘ ld t'01' Permlti of bis coming, and I received His Majesty’s 

v  ”  “ , , to Perform these functions on his behalf. In mo the
Victoria k tH? Royal HoUse an,i tha 0,,ly surviving son of Queen
memory t*?®  ° Ve ° T  forJ ndia wil1 ever live in its people’e mem ny .[ have myself a deep affection for India, having served it
S  | .hE J K  mad6ma" y fiends among its Princes and leaders!

V ; „ " h common pleasure that I am here to receive you 
fle“ °Brable 03««Son. Throughout the centuries Delhi has 

w finessed the pomp and ceremony of many historic assemblages. 
Two of these, at least, are ram- mbered by most of you. Twenty 
yarns ago  ̂ oo part in that brilliant concourse which celebrated 
ho accession of my late brother King Edward YD. Nine years

later amid Circumstances of unforgettable splendour, King George 
'  and his Queen received in person the homage of the Princes and 
peoples of India.

Our eoremony to day may lack the colour and romance of the 
gatherings I have mentioned, though it does not yield to them it. 
tb.) sincerity of its loyalty. But it strikes a new and different note.
*- [m,*r/v3 - awakening of a graat Nation to the power t ‘ its
nationhood. In tbe annals of the world there is not. so far as I

THE IMPERIAL LEGISLATURE  j



Is l exact parallel for the constitutional change whVfl^t
V vA ^ iorW n it ia tes .  There is certainly no parallel for the motkcJlALi 

Political freedom has often been won by revolution, 
V  t̂umult-, by civil war, at the prico of peace and public safety, 

low rarely has it been the free gift of one people to another in 
sponse to a growing wish for greater liberty and to the growing 

jvidence of fitness for its enjoyment. Such, however, is the posi- 
i°n.° ,f‘n” ,a to-day, and I congratulate most warmly those of you, 

ov in e service of your Motherland, who have striven through 
goo report and ill for the first instalment of. that gift and to prove 

aria 'vort ly of it. I trust that you and those who take up your
e .̂a, 01 you W1 wove faithfully and steadily fast along thu road which opens to day.

The Basis of British Govt, in India.

‘ ‘When India became a dependency of the British Crown she 
passed under British guardianship which has laboured with glo ious 
results to protect India from the consequences of her own history 
at home and from the complications of international pressure abroad 
Autocratic, however, as was the Government then inaugurated it 
was based on the principals laid down by Her late Majesty Queen 
Victoria in that famous Proclamation of 1858, of which the key
note is contained m the following passage: “ In their prosperity
will be our strength, ,n their contentment our security, and in their

on hmti the tranquility of this great country has been endangered
by disturbances and disorders which have. necessitated the use of

° f, Hi3 and with*theassent ot his Uoyetmnem 1 repudiate,in the most empha ic 
manner the that the administration of India has been orszs£ itl?  jsrsfcS's ? ' r r , iu
“  ° ! T h  u l  T > T a 13 «  clear and definite Iimita-

’ !1<J .H,s GoVernmetnt have alway: insisted, and will
aB ays insist on the observance of these limitation, as jealously in
, ® °*s.e o! lndla ast 1,1 that of, England herself. As His Excel!, t cv 

a h ! J ICer,°y TaS observed- the Principle of autocracy has all been 
y naoned. Its retention would have been incompatible with the 

tenement which had been declared by Her late Majesty Queen 
ictoria to be the aim of British rule, and would hove been incon- 

Bistent with the legitimate demands and aspirations of the Indian 
People and the stage of political development which they have 
t'tiauied. Henoeforward, in an ever increasing degree, India will
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ha.v.\» to bear her own burdens. They are not light. T h ^ jm ls  
\ . \yltiTl) h.ive seen the conception and birth oi the new Constitjutycai j 

are. full of trouble.
" T h e  war which ended two years ago has done more than alte 

the boundaries of Nations. The confusion which it brought in i 
train will abate in time, but the world has not passod uncbang 
through the fire. New aspirations have awalcened. New problem, 
have been created and old ones invested with stinging urgency. 
India has escaped the worst ravages of the war and its sequels, 
and is thus in some respects hotter fitted than many other 
countries to confront the future. Her material resources are un
impaired. Her financial system is sound, and her industries are 
ready for rapid expansion, but she cannot hope to escape altogether 
the consequences of the world-wide struggle. The countries of the 
earth are linked together as never before. A contagious ferment of 
scepticism and unrest is seething everywhere in the minds of men, 
and its workings are plainly visible in India. She has other problems 
peculiarly her own. Inexperience in political methods will be 
irksome at times. The electorates will have to be taught their 
powers and responsibilities, and difficulties which are negligible in 
smaller and more homogeneous countries will arise in handling 
questions of religion and race and custom.

Gentlemen of the Indian Legislature, such are the labours which 
await you. They will have to be carried on under the eyes of a 
watching world interested but not uncritical, of sister nations who 
welcome you into their partnership in the llritish Empire, of ibat 
wider Council oi Nations, which look to India as the future guide ot 
the unknown forces of Asia. Your individual responsibility is great. 
You may perhaps be apprehensive that the arena for practical issues 
of immediate moment will be rather the Provincial Councils than the 
Central Legislature. You may feel that the Ministers in the 
Provinces '.'. ill bo in closer touch with the popular causes and have 
larger oppo-tunnies of public service, but this is true only iri a very 
limited sense. It is the clear intention of the Act of 1819 that the 
p. Ijcy and decisions of he Government- of India should be influenced 
ro an extent incomparably gieaterthan they have been in the past 
by the views of the Indian Legislature, and the Government will 
give the fullest possible effect, consistent with their own respon
sibilities to Parliament, to this principle of a new constitution. 
From now onwards your influence will extend to every sphere of tho 
Cem ml Goverume It will he felt id every part of its admini
stration. You are concerned not with a Province, but with all 
Hri'ieh India, arid statesmanship could not a6k for a nobler field of 
exercise. Upon the manner in which your influence is exerted, upon

’ Go% \
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' • V *k'V3' ' ' ' l 0111 and foresight displayed in your deliberations, iqw^tlfc 

X Bpttii/'jiy which you approach your great task, will depenrt— 
X ^ o g ^ sa of India towards the goal of complete Self-Government to 

ensure, so far as political machinery can ensure, that the Legislature 
i9 fitly rquipped.

For those lofty duties, two Chambers have been constituted. 
In the Council of State it has been the intention of Parliament to 
create a true Senate, a body of elder statesmen endowed with 
mature knowledge, experience of the world, and the consequent 
sobriety of judgment. Its functions will be to exercise a revising, 
but not an over-riding influence for caution and moderation, and to 
review and adjust the acts of the larger Chamber. To the Assembly 
it will fall to voice more directly the needs of the people. Soldiers 
and traders, owners of land and dwellers in cities, Hindus and 
Muhammadans, Sikhs and Christians, all classes and communities will 
have in it their share of representation. Each class and oach commit- 
nity can bring its own contribution, its own special knowledge to the 
Council’s deliberations, and may I say in passing, that help will be 
expected from representatives of the British non-official community. 
They have done great service to the trade and industry of India in 
the past. Will they not now, with their special experience of 
representative institutions in their own land, lend their powerful 
aid in building up India’s political life and practice 1 In a legislature 
thus composed, it is both inevitable and right that strong differences 
of opinion and aims should manifest themselves. Struggle is a 
condition of progress in the natural world, politics is in fact the 
progress of the class of wide sympathies and interests striving for 
adjustment in the sphere of legislation and Government. But it is 
the great virtue of representative institutions that they tend to 
replace interest by reasoned discussion, compromise, toleration 
and the mutual respect for honourable opponents. The extent to 
which a body of law makers shows itself capable of controlling 
passion and prejudice is the measure of its capacity for enduring 
success. For these reflections I make no apology. They must 
already have boen present to your minds, but they constitute the 
strongest plea for what all friends of India most desire to see—a 
greater unity of purpose among her various communities. In all 
jour deliberations, let there be a conscious striving for unity in 
essentials, that unity which ha3 been lacking in India in the past, 
but may yet become, if steadfastly nurtured, her greatest strength.

Gentlemen of the Indian Legislature, — Hitherto, I have 
spoken of your duties. Lot me close with a word of your privileges. 
On you, who have been elected first Members of the two Chambers, 
a signal honour has fallen. Your names will go down to history as
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(e ( India chose to lead the van of her march towart^3hol-

liberty. I pray that success will attend you aiirKrOc^ 
' ; the result of your labours will be worthy of the trust that India has 

reparsed in you.”
Addressing the Viceroy th9 Duke then eulogised his work in 

India in connection with the Reforms, and said that it must be no 
small pride to a statesman, who had been directing the destinies of 
India during theso difficult years, that he laid while still in office 
the foundations of that edifice which he helped to plan with infinite 
care in the face of much misunderstanding and with the full assurance 
of a nation’s future gratitude. He then formally declared open the 
Council of State and the Legislative Assembly constituted under 
the Government of India Act, 1919. He concluded with the follow
ing peroration meant for the wider ear of India :__

The Shadow of Amritsar.
‘ Gentlemen, I have finished my part in to-day’s official 

proceedings. May I  cluim your patience and forbearance while 1 
say a few words of a personal nature ? S i n c e  I l a n d e d  I h a v e  fe l t  
c r o u n d  m e  b i t t e r n e s s  a n d  e s t r a n g e m e n t  b e t w e e n  t h o s e  w h o  
h a v e  o e e n  a n d  s h o u l d  b e  f r i e n d s .  T h e  s h a d o w  o f  A m r i t s a r  
h a s  l e n g t h e n e d  o v e r  t h e  f a i r  f a c e  o f  I n d i a .  I  know how deep 
Ia, ,the ’ 0" 0rl!rn felt b? Hia Majesty the King-Emperor at the terrible 
c ?r u in the Punjab. No one can deplore those events
more intensely than I do myself. I have reached a time of life when 
l most desire to heal the wounds and to reunite those who have 
■>- m disunited in what must be, I feel, my last visit to the India I 

' blere, in tho new Capital, at the inauguration of the 
new Oonstiiat10,,, 1 am m° Ved t0 make you a personal appeal, put 
.n uni simple words that come from my heart, not to be coldly and 
criticulj interpreted. My experience tells me that misunderstaud- 
ii.gs usual!; mean nustukes on either side. As aij old friend of 
India, ‘ a p p e a l  t o  you a ll ,  B r i t i s h  a n d  I n d i a n s ,  t o  b u r y  alorg 
w i t h  t h e  d e a d  p a s t  t h e  m i s t a k e s  a n d  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  o f  t h e  
p a s t ,  t o  f o r g i v e  w h e r e  y o u  h a v e  t o  forgive, a n d  t o  j o i n  h a n d s  
a  d t o  w o r k  t o g e t h e r  to r e a l i s e  t h e  h o p e s  that arise f r o m  
fo d a y .

it- ri 00 i nreSudc';t8 ° f tl>0 f "'° Hoi,3es of Legislature then thanked iiifl Royal Highness.
before declaring the proceedings closed, tho Viceroy made a 

final appeal reiterating the words of the Duke : let us “ bury along 
with the dead past the mistakes and misunderstandings of tho pant
° f“ re’ v,? 'vber0 we b“ ''e t(> forgive and join hands and work together,

■ Go% \



1 . \ J ”.)  The Indian War Memorial, VS(| I
day, Feb. 10th 1921, the Duke laid the foundation

-All-India War memorial consecrated to the memory of t hose 
Indians who  ̂ had laid down their lives for the cause of the Empire 
in the last War. It is to be a monument, in the form of a triumphal 
arch built in white stone upon a red sandstone base rising to a 
height of 162 ft. so that no window of even the tallest building in 
the Imperial City will look over it. The ceremony commenced in 
the afternoon amid a scene of oriental military splendour. The 
Vtceroy and the Duke headed a procession followed by the Com
mander in-Chief and their stall and proceeded to the grout.d whem 
the representatives of the Indian Army were assembled. After 
formal receptions the \ iceroy asked the Duke in a short spoech 
paying tribute to the Indian Army to lay the foundation stone.

H. L, II. the Duke of Connaught then rose and addressed as 
follows :—

Officers and Men of the Indian Army and of the Imperial 
Service Troops,— His Majesty tho King Emperor has commanded 
me on this solemn occasion to convey a message of His Royal thanks 
to the Indian Army and to the Imperial Service Troops furnished by 
tho Indian States. It .is as follows.—

The Royal Message
The great war from which our Umpire has emerged victorious involved tho 

most powerful nations of the earth and spread over vast seas and continents, b’rotn 
the 01 own,d records here and there certain features staud clearly out arresting 
li.e attention and admiration of the world to-day and claiming with confidence 
1110 verdict of posterity In tins honourable company the Indian Army lias 
an assured place. Scattered far and wide uuder alien slues, in adversity and 
in triumph, they played their part with stout and gallant hearts. True to their 
tradition, they answered the Umpire’s tall with soldierly discipline and forti
tude, staunch m the loyalty they have ever displayed to the Throne and Person 
,.i H eir Kuig-Eitiperor that made Ins came theirs, and willingly laid down ti e r 
ives for their sovereign. Gratitude for loyally tueh as this lies deep in ray 

heart and is beyond the power of word. T h ey did their duty

Can the* King, for whom they fought, give higher praise to his 
faithful soldiers 1 i have groat pleasure in announcing that in 
recognition of the distinguished services and gallantry of tho Indian 
Army during the great War, His Majesty the King-Fmpcror has 
boati graciously pleased to confer tho title of “ Royal” on the follow
ing units,— The Deccan Horse, Sappers and Miners, Cth Jat Light 
Infantry, 31th Sikh Pioneers, 39th Garhwal Rifles, 59th Soinde 
Rifles (Frontier Force). His Majesty has also been graciously 
pleased to nominate me as Col.-in-Chicf of tho 17th 'Sikhs, a regi
ment which served with great distinction in the war. I greatly 
value an honour which will strengthen the many tic& 1 have tvi.h 
my old friends, the soldiers of the Khalsa.”

8 ( a )

FOUND A U O N  CEREMONY (  /  v i l



IHE NEJV C0UNClL CHAMBER iG^lU
1 ’  1 ^-WTHo/ Duke then referred to the Brighton Memorial erei\gUtt 
'",' t l i 6 citizens of Brighton in memory of the Indian soldiers wbckjdied -J 

\i!berelin the days of the war in feeling terms, and then recounted in 
glowing terms the services of the Indian Army in tho different 
fields of war.

After the foundation was declared duly laid tho Commander 
in-Chief thanked the Dnke on behalf of the Indian Army and the 
proceedings closed,

The New Council Chambers.
On Feb. 12th. the Duke performed his last public function at 

Delhi, viz., laying the foundation stone of the new enlarged Council 
Chambers. The function was celebrated with great pomp amidst 
all the civil and military dignitaries and the Ruling Princes. Leav
ing the Viceregal lodge at 10 30 in the morning the Dnke and the 
Viceroy motored to the site through streets splendidly docorated 
and lined with troops and was received by Sir Sidney Crookahank, 
Mr. C. A. Barron, Mr. E. T. Kiding, and Mr. J. C. Lukes, members 
oi the New Capital Committee, and others. The Viceroy invited 
the Duke to lay the foundation stone of a circle of 3 buildings in 
which tho Chamber of Princes, the Council of State and tho Legis
lative Assembly are to be housed. “  The joint building,” he said, 

is the symbol of the integral connection of the Indian States with 
the British Empire. It testifies to tho united interests of British 
India and the Indian States. It stands for that two-fold allegiance 
which thn Princes and peoples of India owe in their several degrees 
to our King Emperor and for the common desire to work to one 
groat end ” H R. H. the Dnke in the courso of his speech said : 

All great rulers, every great people, every great civilisation 
have left their own record in stone and bronze and marble as well 
•s in the pages of history. I need only recall the Acropolis of 
Athens, the Capitol of Rome and the great sites of the East, famous 
in history for their splendour and culture. India herself is rich in 
such precious legacies from the granite pillars on which the apostlo 
Emperor A:-oka engraved his imperishable edicts onwards through 
(he chequered centuries down to the splendid palaces of the Moghal 
Emperors. Every age has left behind it some monument commensu-
r.ito with its own achievements. Is it not a worthy ideal that 
equally noble buildings shall consecrate India’s great achievements 
oi the 20ih century, her solemn entry uoon the path of responsible 
Government with Great Britain and the self-governing Dorn'nions 
of tho Empire have trod before her I Is there any building in Great 
Britain around which cluster so many and such great memories as 
the stately Eotne of the Mother ui Parliaments on the banks of tbo 
riv< r Thames 1 Have not each of tho self governing Dominions in

' Go% \



/jss* ■ °% x

1 • \ tiffey mp;ro wisely sought to enshrine their new nationhood 1n |
"/ capital 0  which its own parliament is always tho proudest m pw l—i 

Surely India and her representatives in the new assemblies 
which it has already been my privilege to inaugurate will wish that 
these great institutions should be liberally and enduringly housed.’

After the speeches the Dulce was conducted to a table and some 
easels near the foundation stone where the design of the new build
ing was shown to him. He then proceeded to lay the stono, guiding 
it into its place with his own hand as it was lowered by workmen, 
and declared it well and truly laid.

End of the Delhi Programme.
Tho same afternoon the Indian officers of His Majesty’s Indian 

Army gave a garden party in honour of His Royal Highness which 
was attended by about 1300 guests including the Viceroy and the 
Ruling Princes and their suite. Col. Sir Umar Hayat Khan read 
out a loyal address on behalf of the Indian Army to which tho Duke 
gave a felicitous reply.

On the morning of Feb. 13th, as a fitting close to the Imperial 
functions performed by His Royal Highness, a solemn Church 
Service was held at the Church of St. James conducted by tho 
Chaplain of Delhi, Rev. H. England, supported by Rev. Y. C. 
Chatterjeo of St. Stephen’s Church and tho Bishop of Lahore. The 
sermon was preached by the Most Rev. the Metropolitan of India. 
Taking as his text the words 11 Go ye and learn what this meanetb,
I desire mercy and not sacrifice,” he explained that a religion that 
does not place the principle of Love first ib an empty mockery, and 
emphasised that love was the basis of the British Govt, in India! 
The new Councils, he said, reflect the great diversity of race, creed, 
and culturo which characters India’s population, and 1 it is in work
ing with those from whom we differ most widely that the reality of 
our love is manifested ” !

Thus ended tho official Delhi programme of His Royal Highness 
the Dulco’s mission in India. From Delhi he proceeded lo tho 
Punjab ; not to Lahore, the Provincial capital, but to Rawalpindi, 
the bead quarters of the Northern Army in India. In reply to an 
address of welcome from the Army H. R. H. said in the cours. of bis 
speech :—

•i Before the war the Punjab hart 100,000 men of alt ranks in the Arnr., of 
wlmm 30,000 came from ynnr division, it iB estimated that at the etoae of the 
war no lew than 4.76.0C0 Punjabis hart served in the Army. Ofthtsoil. 
Rawalpindi Division supplied approximately 1.25,000 that is t - say, on, out of 
every fourteen of the total male population. Thus in contribution of ro.n i uter 
the districts of Rawalpindi and Jhelum easily surpassed all the districts in In b i 
while out of 1,738 war honours award ’d to the Punjab, 025 or more than one- 
third have falhn to the liawalpiudi Divibion, including the two Victoria Crosses,

FOUNDATION cerem ony  ( A f t



B0MBAY l e g i s l a t i v e  c o u n c i l  [ ( m w
\ I ( f!(S $ nTI7 rf?.’, tha district's oE your division are poor in compansSkJtalh
V  t'CS >,ltr «  » y"“ Subscribed EU 90,00,000 to the war loan a n O l s  1\ X p i n  pas funds.” ^

1 he Duke at Bombay
nn r , ? 0^  ,tb® the Duko went t0 Bombay where ho arrived
on heh. 1st. i 921 and was received by the Governor and all the 
high officials and Indian Princos. On Feb. 23rd. 1921 he inaugu- 
rated the Bombay Legislative Council at the Town Hall, attended by 
all the display of pomp and splendour of an Indian State function 

Li opening the Couticil His Royal Highness said •—
Your Excellency and Members of the Bombay Legislative 

Conned,-His Imperial Majesty the King-Emperor has directed me 
to open on his behalf your new Legislative Council and to convey 
to you and the people of the Presidency his message of good-will 
on this momentous day in vonr history. Your long period of waiting 
and preparation is over and to-day you pass through the gateway 
in o a new political life. May it be rich in blessings to the millions 
in whose destiny you and your successors will' have so potent a 
voice My pleasure in fulfilling the King-Emperor’s summons is
p re“ ; /  8nhan8ed by tbe memories of my old association with the 
Presidency and the people of Bombny.

fi Til,rty‘ four years ago I came here as Commander-in-Chicf of 
^  In ‘ T  d8ys tb° Commander-in-(biief
good forhmB t K ,the Provincial Government and it was thus my 
b0 able 0 1  ? be closely connected with the administration and to 
C01 . (1 J  11 0 P^otice the deep interest which I felt in all 'bat
1- 90 HnU g a® wr0 ? tho Prasldenoy. Before I left India in 
my Hfe It has T 'l  X  " hioh. boun(i mn t0 yen for the rest of

s ™ L r r r , : : , r . h*1 - » < * * * * ’ «

b.iMK ’ 'ji.n'l ; t '  m w i u i  ,’ T 'b lZ  * * * * *f > ] a rpi • a > fir© bfirf.jj, ufteted ftr© now bflin? fnl
filled. The pride and self-respect nf n V ,g ul'y- peer or nationhood ve boon awakann 1It.a responsibilities are gatherimr m, u . , aKenp '
• • »« to M  th . I n W I l ^ ' K , 0̂  »'• tb" “  »'1>«

Ta ks Ahuad

von h ? e n.tl{0T " v  0f T  Ru°“ bay Council,-of those,osponslbilitieeyou h,ue a full share In their insistence and complexity your local
b 'veT h e  “nr H C°'"'' t0 n° " e *" India' In ^ u r  capital eity you 8 the ] ,roblem overcrowding with all its anteoedant ilia 
exaggerated to an unusual degree by the limitations of the geo-
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\'' \ ftfeipAh *0a‘l position. You have also with you those labour clift’i.'.uities 
’ . tWiVsh to day confront the whole world and its Governments, KbfiAsr  ̂

aro no longer content to live lives of toil unrelieved by 
relaxation and a just share of wealth which their labour produces. 
Here, as in the Western world, they are combining to win improved 
conditions of life for themselves and their dependents. It will be 
for you to watch those developments with sympathy, to hold the 
scales of justice evenly, and with wise counsel and by prudont laws 
to encourage every movement towards agreement and for the pro
motion of mutual good feeling. Outside your manufacturing towns 
you have the vast majority of your people entirely dependent on the 
land, and for them your particular problem is their recurring distress 
in years of short rain-fall. Skilled project of artificial irrigation are 
in progress and in contemplation and to financing them and devising 
the necessary adjustment to tenures and landed interests, your 
energies may fruitfully be directed. I need not continue this tale of 
the Administrative tasks which lie before you, familiar as they must 
be to all of you and constantly in your thoughts. You can approach 
them with confidence in the inspired leadership of your alert and 
zealous Governor, Sir George Lloyd. It is the wider aspects of your 
now responsibilities which fill my heart after seeing what I have seen 
of the India of to-day and when 1 think of the India of to morrow. 
On some of those aspects 1 have spokon to the other assemblies which 
it has been my duty to inaugurate, for they touch the deep interests 
of our common humanity, the advancement of which will beat rhn 
succestime 1116 ° l poIiuoa' loader* and the gauge of their

Evils to Combat
You have at your doors three great causes of unrestand 

unhappiness,-ignorance, the insanitary conditions of |;f o T  i 
inequalities in the distribution of all 'that makes life worth living 
No mere skill in legislation will remove these, but all legislation 
must keep them in view and work steadily toward their ameliora 
tion. 1 he second in importance to those primary evil  are custom 
and social restrictions which impair the brotherhood and embitter 
the outlook of large sections of the Indian people. The ground is 
delicate and I am not here to arouse controversy or to offend honour
ed susceptibilities, but your own Reformers have cherished plans for a 
wider charity between class -s and the abandonment of usages which, 
whatever may have been the justice of their origin, no longer serve 
to promote the well-being of the ccmmuuity as a whole. To such 
proje ;? you will no doubt turn your minds with a single eye to the 
good of your fellow countryman. Standing behind all these needs 
of tho future a the need tor the power to deal with them and that

A V ^ H g teeb ^ 9 2 l] H. II. H. THE DUKE’S SPEECH ( A ^



I B O M B A Y  LUG1WLAT1VE COUNCIL
\P <® r /i® Amity of which I have spoken elsewhere, and I liBerku'ot 

VVnow do more than repeat my heart-felt conviction that it is cml^bjr* 
N''^g$frfnined sinking of sectarian differences that India will advance 

into its proper place in the federation of the world.
Parting Message

“ Your Excellency and Gentlemen, I am near the end of the 
duty which brought me to India. During my tour throughout the 
country I have been deeply impressed by tbe magnitude of the task 
which awaits the new Ministers and Councils and by the high ex
pectations which have been formed of their achievement.

“ I have been equally struck on the one hand by the courage of 
the responsible leaders of Indian public opinion and on the other by 
the steady confidence of British officials in the success of what has 
been styled this great experiment. It is in tho hands of these two 
agencies that the future lies. To both of them, my parting mossago 
and my most earnestly cherished plea is for co-oporation and good
will. A Government such as is now installed cannot work in 
discord without the gravest detriment to the State and the people’s 
welfare. It most go forward in substantial union. Each side must 
sacrifice something, mu6t bo contented with less than its pre
conceived perfection and must leave its own ground to seek for 
common ground. I do not for one moment believe that Indian 
leadi mean to jettison the ideals which the British race has endea
voured to bring into Indian life. On tbe other hand 1 am just 
certain that British Officers will not be negligent of the reasoned 
will of the people. In that spirit l pray that, either side will strivo 
to eliminate personal misconception" and to reconcile divergent lines 
of vision, for thue only will India move forward to conquer herself 
and to bring her victory into the service of humanity,”

The Boycott Demonstrations
herever the Duke wont to carry out official functions a com

plete hartul was observed by the mass of the people. In Bombay on 
F' b 21st several meetings were held, as at Calcutta, all over the city 
where resolutions wero passed urging the public to abstain from 
t: king any part in tbe Duke’s visit, Bullion merchants’ and tho 
Sind hi merchants’ associations resolved to keep their business sus
pended during the official ceremonies in connection with H, R. H’s. 
visit. Printed hand-bills in the vernacular were circulated and 
placarded at prominent places with the following notice purporting 
to be Mahatma Gandhi’s order ; "Tno Duke is a good man but he 
has come in obedience to British authority. If a reception is accorded 
to him it would a muot to giving recaption to slavery. Boycott all 
functions and be away from wherabe passes,”



I* \ J g lE  vetywhere the name of M. Gandhi was invoked aro&#fi*ed 
\ t f t i e  Duke and his reception, and the name workedkiiIA_arf 

Mahatma Garni hi himself had on February 1st, while at 
Calcutta, addressed a public letter to the Duke wherein be stated 
bis grounds for the boycott,, No notice was however taken of this 
letter by the Royal emissary, much les9 a response to the sentiments 
therein expressed obviously because Indian sentiments count so low. 
The letter is reproduced below :__

M. Gandhi’s Letter to the Duke
“lour R »yal Highness must have heard a great deal about non-co-operation, 

non-co-operationists and their methods and incidentally of me— its humble 
author. I fear that the information given to Your Royal Highness must have 
been in its nature one-sided. I owe it to you and to my friends and myself 
that I should place before you what l conceive to be the scone of non-co-opera
tion as followed not only by me but my closest associates such as Messrs. 
Shaukat Ali and Mahomed Ali.

“ For me it is no joy and pleasure to be actively associated in the boycott 
of Your Royal H-ghoess’ visit I have tendered loyal and voluntary association 
to the Government for an unbroken period of nearly 30 years in the full belief 
that through that way lay the path of freedom for my country. It was therefore 
no light thing for me to suggest to my countrymen that we should rake no part 
in welcoming Your Royal Highness. Not one among us has anything against 
you as an English gentleman. We hold your person as sacred as that of a 
dearest friend. I do not know any of my friends who would not guard it with 
his life, if he found it in danger. We are not at war with individual English
men. We seek not to destory English life. We do desire to destroy a system 
that has emasculated our country in body, mind and soul. Wc arc determined 
to battle with all our might against that in the English nature which has made 
O’Dwyer and Dyerism possible in the Punjab, and has resulted in a wanton 
affront upon Islam— a faith professed by seven crores of our countrymen. The 
affront has been put in breach of the letter and the spirit of the solemn declara
tion of the Prime Minister. We consider it to be inconsistent with our self- 
respect any longer to brook the spirit of superiority and dominance which has 
systematically ignored and disregarded the sentiments of thirty crores of the 
innocent people of India on many a vital matter. It is humiliating to us, is 
cannot be a matter of pride to yoa, that thirty crores of Indians should live, 
day in or da/ out, in fear of their lives from one hundred thousand Englishmen 
and therefore be under subjection to them.

“Your Royal Highness has come not to end the system I have de^-nbed but 
to Rustam it by unholding its prestige. Your first pronouncement was a lauda
tion of Lord Willingdon I have the privilege of knowing him. I believe Inin 
to bo an honest and amiable gentleman who will not willingly hurt even a fly. 
Rut he has certainly failed as a ruler. He allowed himself to be guulen bv 
those whoR« interest it was to support their power. He is not reading the mind 
°f the Dravidian province. Here, in Bengal, you arc issuing a certificate of 
m<1rit to a Governor who is, again, from all 1 have heard, an esteemable fynilo- 
w«n. But he knows nothing of the heart of Bengal and its yearnings. Bengal 

U >t Calcutta nor Cot William, and the palaces of Calcutta represent an 
insolent exploitation of the unmurmuring and highly-cultured peasantry of this 
fair province. Noa-co-operationists have cmne to the conclusion that th.y 
must n >t be deceived by the Reforms that tinker wdth the problem of India’s 
distrc-J and huuuPation. Nor roust they be im atienfc and angry. We mint.

921] TE E  BOYCOTT DEMONSTRATION f A - t 27
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THE DVK'k 's  PARTING MESSAGE  ( n T
\5. aa, ,a true and tried frie,ld' b°“^  to her bv many ties K H j d e r
\ ^ b ^ ^ V ° ' , o M  aud happy memories. I came to her iu a spirit of aff, c k o fr lrf  

in that spirit to-day 1 leave her, oomforted and sustained in the 
parting by the firm grip of the hand which Bombay has given u

bid*me God^pe^J1" 8 aUda“ t0° 8raciouS word9 iu wbich Y ‘'ar Excellency nc

, “ \Vbat i3 tbere that 1 can say to India in this hour of farewell ? Ot 
mo»ed among her.peoples and her cities with my ears ai 

eye c osed. I have seen, I have read, and I have listened, and l have trie 
to sift the grain from the chaff. If India will accept me as an impartial and m 
b.used judge free to speak as I choose, let me tell her this. I am glad that I cam 
to India to do the work wh.cn I have done. As I fervently pray, so I firmly 
believe, that the new constitution now inaugurated place India securely on the 
upward road and that through them, if moderation rule your counsels, if you 
practise wisely what to discard and what to establish, the high ideals which 
Ind.a holds dear will assuredly be realised. Press forward on th" broad highway 
which now lies open before you and the fu'ure is in your hand, and as you march 
onward remember that the luture has its roots in the past.

‘ Co not forget the story of your nationhood’s unfolding and the glamour of
n thMa8-N™[hern £  ^ ' “ l. th'" '^ t in e 't  and the S l G a n d,u lD Ia* JNcrthcrn Seas. You know how a frail riant will establish it.spif at th»

foot of a forest tree, how it w 11 struggle upwards sheltered by the giant’s ‘shade 
clinging as it prows, till at la6t it swells its mighty sinews upon the centra* trunk

S 8 T r gV l ndr  T  P° r ,ni ai,i aga‘!1St the ’ bock “and
S e s  iheVan „* d " >peth.er\ separate yet bound, and the hour which;i croee the fall of the one must inevitably bring the other in ruin to the dust 

ms no I conceive the relationship in which Great Britain and India now stand. 
.'Hig may tie. y e0 continue iu mutual sympathy, their sap and loyalty to a mint

n.r..m, rue spring from which they diaw their united strength? ? * 3

Message to England

more heat | ' " V  that t!le G of India must henceforth weigh
than it has done in th e u m  “ BntTn th" y rfpre8eDtil,g «•<* Indian point of view 
of high confidence I snsdl s a v ^ i h® 5,-'V1 “ -v mL'efaSe to England will b«

d-tSssi »  a - A t a w r .  SfJSL w
” And now the curtain must fall on my work here. But while life lasts 

blot o V t h , happy « e ^ d{ V C l y mrc h S  f

s s ™  i s a  ~
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Inauguration of the

Provincial Legislative Councils
that o/plhar 0̂ *nr- Roformed Councils inaugurated early in the year, 
bv Lord , ,8?a was of special significance as it was opened
experiment of n flrST I.ndian Governor in India. This bold 
government whL ' t P ”  Inclian at the bead of a British bureaucratic

’ Exclusive system 1 w  • f al1 olassB-° bavo cystallised into a rigid
tb-i li”  .  y T u ,‘t 1 2 "“■ vL" d Si”b»

lor him. Th. d « n ’ *£ ,1" '?” , * ^ “  i- . , . , LUGum9tanc98 leading to his resienatinr,
yemam to his day a mystery, but it is well-known in Indian soc oty 

®that officials of the Govt house at Patna used deliberately to circum
vent his wishes and in this they were said to have been instigated 
by the European members of his council. The inauguration cere 
mony was performed in the new Council Chamber at Patna on the 
7th Fobruary, when all the new members, except four, and a large 
number of high officials and the local aristocracy attended. The 
Prospect oi seeing a Council inaugurated by an Indian bad a charm 
iu it which drew large numbers of the educated Indians men and 
women, to the visitors’ gallery.

In opening the Council His Excellency Lord Sinba made an 
exceedingly interesting speech which is quoted in full below •__

Lord Sinha's Speech

“  Mr President aud Members of the Legislative Council of 
Bihar and Orissa > - I  consider it a great privilege that in the 
Performance of the high office which His Majesty the King Emperor 
“ as graciously bestowed on me, it is my duty to-day to open 
inis Council and to join with you all in a heart felt prayor for 
guidance in your labours for the benefit of all classes, creeds and 
(immunities in this province. I am fdled with gratitude that we 

witness to-day the beginning of Representative Government,—-a 
^ystem 0£ government which the experience or more fortunate 
best* t8 ,has Proved t0 bo the highest ideal of policy and the ono 
number i d to promote tha l a t e s t  happiness oi the grcntesl 
fart tp  , 1 tl us>t that 1 may be Pardonad if I recall with pride the
small 8; U 'S my uniflue f?00<l fortune to have borne a share, however 

’ ln the deliberations which led to the famous Declaration



’ rRE DUKg lN  noM1'A Y  £ L ’
I i   ̂uum i <4 Impatient anger resort to stupid violence. We freely n.iV ^ jil.h 

•  ̂ ^ ■ t j d . e ■ our due share of the blame for the existing state, ir. if n ltfcn l 
!V^C_i ; ^  ^ r 1 ̂ 1 “h yuus that are responsible .fur our subjection as our voluntary 

NaMipeJariou. Our uou-partioipatiou in a hearty welcome' to yi.ur. Knyal High
ness lb thus m no sense a demonstration against your high p. rsonage, but it is 
against tin-system you have come to uphold. L know that individual English
men cannot, even if they will, alter the English nature ail of a sudden, it we 
wuuld be equals of Englishmen we must cast off fear. VVe must learn to be 
*, reliant liud independent of the schools, courts, protection, patronage of a 
Uoverument we seek to end, if it will not mend. Hence this non-violent nun- 
eu-opeiation. I know that we have not all yet become non-violent in speech 
and need, but the results so far achieved have, l assure Your Koyal Highness, 
been amazing. The people have understood the secret and the value bf.non
violence as they have never done before. He \vho runs may see that this is a 
religious, puriiymg movement. We are having ofi drink, we are trying to rid 
India ut me curse of untouohability. We are trying to throw o5 foreign tinsel 
spl udonr and by reverting to the spinning-wheel reviving the ancient and tiie
poetic simplicity of life. We hope thereby to sterilize the existing harmiul 
institution. I ask Your Royal Highness as an Englishman to study this move- 
muiit auu hb possibilities for the Empire ami the world. We are at war >vith- 
liotuuig tnat ib good in the world. In protecting Ham in the manner we are 
doing, ,.o are protecting all religions. In protecting the honour of India, we aie 
prmtiouug the honour of humanity. For, our means are hurtful to none. We 
ujsiie to live on term a of friendship with Englishmen but that friendship must 

*rleIi'-s “ P °i equals both in theory and practice. And we must continue to 
non-eo-opr-iate i. e. to purity ourselves, till the goal is achieved.

I h'iL Your Loyal Higha< ss and through you every Englishman to appre
ciate the view-point of the non-co-operatiomsts,”

I beg to remain
Yuur Loyal Highneca* taithful servant 

M. Qaudbi.
l'i Delhi, too, a complete hwtdl prevailed iu the Indian quarter 

o the lown. The authorities bad previously taken precaution to 
a; oiu this quarter from tho route of tho Royal prooeasion. Tho Duke
u l,'\L' 'll Ll,u^ingsway station, 5 miles away from the city. The
| Ad,lros-ol welcome presented by the District Magistrate
i'i'hIi i'm o' l tU1 U U* Ul° I,60pl° of Delhi was not subscribed to by tho 

i umnin.siijner.j. Out of cloven elected ntotubora of tbo Muni
cipal Heard, nine absented and even some of tbe government 
nominees were absent. Koine oi tbe elected und nominated munici- 
pai commissioners warmly opposed the presentation of the address 

behalf of the people. A . to was issued by the Congress 
olhee exposing the deception that was being practised. On the 
day of the inauguration of tho Councils a mass meeting of the peoole 
io^ooh‘ " us huld ftt Uhaziobad, a suburb town, attended by soma 
U.000 people who had gone from Delhi specially for tbe purpose 
The authorities had previously warned the holding of public, 
meetings in the forbidden cay. As one speaker said, tho - ery fact 
that the meeting bad to be bold at Gbaxiabad and not in Delhi tvas
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\• \ n^ - ^ ascti on terrorism and brute force. Dr, Ansari presidea^kwcai 

resolutions were passed. The newly opened legislature was condemn- 
-^astufirepresentative and a tentacle of the bureaucracy to complete 

s work of enslaving the Indian people. The address presented to 
e Duke in the name of the people was repudiated. Students, 
•vyers, and honorary officers of the Government were urged at once 

j givo up their connection with the machineries of the bureaucracy,
. dovofe tbemselvos to tho work oi organising indigenous inetitu- 
ions in their stead. Hakim Ajmal Khan, Dr. Ansari, Mr. Asaf All, 

Lala Shanker la', Sardar Gurbaksh Singh and other prominent 
citizens of Delhi addressed the meeting. A ' Swaraj ashram” was 
started end funds wore collected for the Tilak Swaraj fund of the 
Indian National Congress.

1 he Close of the Duke’s Visit.
From Bombay His Royal Highness went to Poona where he 

reviewed the troops and presented colours to the 110th Maharatta 
Light Infantry and the 120th Rajputana infantry. Feb. 21st was 
the last day of his stay in India. On that day was witnessed orico 
more all the pomp and circumstances of a Royal departure from 
Apollo Bunder, Bombay. Oiiieials in brilliant uniforms, decked 
with Orders and Decorations that scintillated in the blaze of a 
typical Indian sun; Princes in gorgeous costumes; emissaries of 
foreign nations in the picturesque "full dress”  of their countries ; 
boy-scouts and girl-guides in sombre khaki, and many leading nort- 
offieials in still more sombre ■'morning dress” ; and ladies of all 
nationalities were collected there to bid God speed to Hie Roval 
Highness. At 9. 30 a m. the booming of the Royal salute of 31 
ffntts announced the departure of H. R. H from Government House 
m>d after inspecting the Guard-of Honour furnished by tho British 
Infantry the Duke drovo in a car to Queen’s Road where bo abang- 
°d it in favour of the State Coach when ha prooeoded to tho Apollo 
funder in Stato escorted by squadrons of the Indian Cavalry, 
Artillery and the Governor's Body-guard, A,t the sbatniatm erected 

the Bunder, after the Governor had rea l tho farewell address, 
His Royal Highness delivered his last message to India in the follow- 
‘ ng words :

H. R H ’a Parting Message.

“ Yuur Excellency ami Gentlemen : — In a few h mrs the shores of this dear 
hind of India will pn?8 from my sight. To the very beBt of my endeavour I hav 
l harged the ta8k which His Majesty the King-Emperor entrusted to me. Rut 
1 •' m an old man now and what l have failed to achiev. a more youth hi I v’jr nr 
0 wind and body might have accomplished. India, v ith the k i 1.1l 
r''id loyalty 6he has always displayed towards the Boyal Hoow, Wid g iiouety 

' ilook my short-enmiogs ami — m ole her disappointment with the thought that

' eO l ^ X .  ,
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\ \ '<§»% August 1917,in the investigations which ie>I$i»ved
wV^Se^toi/ 'rablo pronpuncement, and the proceedings in 'Parliksle&tJ 

i t,9Cyreau 1 ted in the Statute of 1919 and Rules and Regulations 
under that Act,

I do not claim that they constitute a revolutionary change in 
the constitution but I assert that they are the logical and the inevi
table outcome of the beneficent labours of many generations of 
English and Indian statesmen and administrators. I cannot help 
thinking that the shades of Monro, Macaulay, Elphinstone, Bright 
and Ripon join to day with those of Ram Mohon Roy, Naoroji, 
Ranade, Pherozeshah Mehta, Gokbale and others of revered memory, 
in sending their benedictions on this Assembly. I have said that 
the change in the constitution is not revolutionary. It would 
indeed be of little lasting benefit ii it was. Continuity is tho first 
necessity for the life of a State, and a change is essential to tho 
health of all forms of life in society. Tho problem in every field, 
whether politics, literature or religion, is the samo— that of finding 
continuity in progress. I claim for the now system that it is both 
progrdssive and continuous involving the non-violent breaking away 
from the past and ensuring that stability which is the most import
ant. of all elements of political strength.

The New Electorate
It is not to be expocted that opinion should be unanimous with

iv.•■'.rd to either of these characteristics of the constitution. I will 
n p attempt to meet the criticism which has been so freely bestowed 
upon it from both sides, one denying that it is continuous and the 
of her alleging that it is not progressive ; but there is no gainsaying 
t io fact that these Councils have become more and more repre
sentative and that their authority and influence have been raised 
with the increase in their representative character. About sixty 
yo ir-i ago a small non-official element was introduced into the pro- 
vlticial Councils by nomination in order to ascertain non-official 
opinion on projects of legislation only. The number of such nominat
ed members was gradually increased, but it was not till 1909 that 
the principle of election was avowedly introduced, though the olectod 
members were st ill leit. in a minority and the elections were, for the 
most part, indirect through the District Boards and municipalities,
i.he new system introduces the method of direct election by the 
peopje grouped under diffi vnt-territorial constituencies. Whereas 
under the old system the number of voters was only 9, 404 consist
ing as follows:— Municipal Commissioners 620, District Board 
ivinb.-, VC 2, Landholders 321, Muhammad ms 1,201, total 2,404. 

" ’T ,v? b.h'kr tuo now system non-Muhammadan rural voters
*’ non-Muhammadan urban voters 3*,992, Muhammadan rural

f f / THU B. & 0. REFORMED COUNCIL ($ ¥ ■
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1 • ' v4 % " Muhammadan urban voters 8,338; total » b l j ® 3 t
\Ajjfflffipm Vaking into account the Europeans, Landholders and SffeWar 

K^Joitstpuencies, whoso voters are 1,463, 870 and 1,548 respectively.
^  a ^ epr?sontat' ve Government, i.e. that form of it which is 

called Responsible Government, is tho end desired, the primary 
necessity is to create a sufficiently large and intelligent electorate. 
Who will deny that an increase from 2,404 to 3,28,674 is a subs- 
antia increase: Ought it to have been further increased? I
-nn  ̂ can safely say that a substantial majority of opinion is 

agams : any such idea in the existing circumstances, and I venture 
" l 1™  you ° f the woiebty ,'vords of John Stuart Mill in this 
i-,., , n- lGPresentative^ institutions, he pointed out, are of
• f l!e °V 6encrality of the electors are not sufficient!}’ 
interested in their own government to use their vote, or if they 
vote at all, do not bestow their suffrages on public ground, but sell 
them for money or vote at tho back of some one who has control over 
them or whom for private reasons they desire to perpetuate. A 
popular government, as thus practised, instead of being security 
against mi-government, is but an additional wheel in its machinery 
I assert with confidence that we have got the best electorates possi- 
b e under present conditions. Have we got the best Council teossi- 
ble. Those who have set themselves up as irreconcilable opponent 
of the system inaugurated to-day proclaim loudly that this Council 
is not representative. Of course, hero and there there are men whose 
presence in this Council would be welcome and a source of strength 
who are to-day outside, but that is the case wherever representative 
institutions exist But ,f we want to satisfy ourselves i m p S  
and honestly that a largo proportion of the Province are in this 
Counc. we have only to look round this Chamber, and '  . 0„ g r "  
tulate the Province that in spite of many adverse circumstances over 
forty per cent of the voters went to the poll u, the contested elec' 
noils, and that they succeeded in returning such a number of able 
and zealous members

Power Over Budget.
“ The next point that 1 desire to touch upon is the power this 

Council has for the first time in rolation to tho Budget With verv 
,wv ex-eptions, tho necessity for this is universally admitted. All 
Koposals of the local Government for the appropriation of public 
revenues and other moneys every year must be submitted to the
X°te °f Council in the lorm of demands for grants, and the 
-oanoil may assent or refus0 ite assent to the demalj(] or reduce
? a® 0Ullt- Only those who have any experience of the working 
, rB®Ponsible government can realise tho transference of power from 

'Qe Executive to the Conned wbioh this provision involves. Tbos#

' G% X
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vY^-yonfond that the power reserved to the Governor to distWtlJ 

\'-i,kbsS*^?pte under strictly limited conditions detracts to any
ciable extent from the reality of the power concoded to the Council 
seem to me determined either to ignore the realities oi the situation 
or doliberatoly to mislead public opinion.

“  Tho only other point that I would draw your attention to in 
what haB boon called the key-note of these Reforms— the complete 
control conceded to tho Council over the administration of some of 
the most important departments of Government, compendiously 
called transferred subjects. These hava been felicitously described 
as the nation-building activities of tho Government. These are, 
broadly speaking, education, public health and medical relief, indus
tries including agriculture, local self-government, and excise. For 
the administration of these departments I have chosen as my 
colleagues two of your fellow-members with varied knowledge and 
wide experience, who, I have every reason to believe, possess your 
confidence and aro likely to pursue a policy in accordance with your 
reasonable desires. But I do most earnestly commend you not to 
expect great results in the immediate present from those Ministers. 
They havo very big difficulties to face and they may find them 
insuperable if the Council insists on thrusting them into policies 
before they have had time to make themselves thoroughly acquainted 
with the details of administration and tho directions along which 
it is possible to advance. We want reform based on knowledge and 
experience rather than on impatient idealism. Tho one will be 
steadily progressive ; the other will lead to confusion and ultimate 
disaster.

The Wheat and the Chaff.
Gentlemen, we are passing through a period of general strain 

and axcitement, Tho cataclysm of the war cannot subside by magic 
into universal harmony. Past injustices and errors, equally with 
sonorous phraaos full of promise for the future, have caused a wide
spread longing for a new heaven and new earth, and the people are 
finding it difficult to separate the wheat from the chaff, the attain
able from the impracticable. There is great confusion of thought 
and consequent waste of energy and effort. The air is thick with 
plans for the development of education on national lines. Surely, 
this does not mean an abandonment of modern education, which is 
no more English than it is French, German or Japanese 1 The 
country is iuvited to take to the spiffing wheel as the surest mothod 
of developing national industries, and social reform by way of 
temperance is sought to be promoted by methods some of which at, 
any rate most come into collision with law and ordor. If (he direct 
object of all these movements wore the amelioration of the peopiv

■ Go% \
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destruction of governmont, I am confidant they Lwhlldi 

members of this Council whose special functions are to 
C T t n h n M ' r " ’ Promote industries and develop social well-being.
But.I cannot bali«ve tha& you will seek to carry out that policy bv 
banishing all modern culture from our schools and colleges b j

E  H '£ ” e, r

lately used hv Pr>p0;  1 Clin oniy say, using the wordslately used by that veteran Bombay educationist, Professor Praninve •

S -  “ * = ;
Eojal Highness the Duke o™Commogh”  °Si[g“ HiJ
magnify the points on which you are in concord. Thus united use 
your new political machinery to raise the depressed and to lower the 
walls between creeds and castes and hostile interests. And may

ciuncS open” ^  ^  y°Ur Ubour’ 1 D0"  **laro ^

■ G° t ^ x
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T h e Non-Co-operation Movement

After the Nagpur session of the Indian National Congress 
the non-co-operation movement was pressed forward first amongst 
students and lawyears with great earnestness and zeal. No sooner did 
the Congress pass the N-C 0. resolution than the Deccan Nationalists 
began putting into practice the constructive part of the programme. 
Bombay, some time before, had established a National Education 
society with a National College at Gujrat and besides half a dozen 
National Schools. Seths Haji Yoosuf Sobhani and Haji Md. 
Maneyar, Justices of the Peace, renounced all government connec
tion. The Mabarastra Nationalists under the load of Poona— 
the centre of the great Tilakite school of Indian politics— were 
toe first in the field with an allround constructive scheme. 
Leaders of the Bar under the eminent lead of Mr. Bhopatkar 
suspended their practice and took up national educational work. 
Mr N. C. Kelkar followed by a chosen band of young men 
took up social reform work, removing untouchability and the drink- 
evil At. Nagpur, Messrs N. R. Kelkar, Neogi. V. R. Kelkar, B. O. 
Pundit, G. R, Deo, Pleaders and Messrs M. V. Abhyankar, and G. 
JJeshmukh, Advocates, sacrificed their rractice at the Bar for 
' . I,oIU 3 wnrk ■ This part of the N-C 0  programme wss no- 

■if.ro so much in the forefront as in the Maharastra country, 
Amritsar Dr. S. Kitchlew, the famous Khilafatists and 

a victim of the late O’Dwyerian reign of terror in the Punjab,
i.o ec ec a sum of five lacs and was dashing forward with the 

national organisation on the lines of the Congress and 
Khilafat mandate. In the Punjab the great leader Lala Lajpat Rai 
was moving up and down the province collecting funds and starting 
National Schools. In the U. P. Pundit Motilal Nehru with a chosen 
band of Congress-workers was directing the turbulent Kisban move
ment in that, province into a peaceful and non-violent channel. At 
! atna Babu Rajendra Prasad was leading the way to establishing 
national schools. In the course of four months following the Aligarh 
Students upheaval in October 1922 wero started the National 
Moslem University of Aligarh, the Gujrat Vidyapitb, the Behar 
V idyapitb, tbe Benares Vidyapitb, the Bengal National University, 
the Tilak Maharastra Vidyapitb and a largo number of national 
schools of all grades with thousands of students on their rolls. It 
was, however, at Calcutta, amongst the students under the lead 
‘ * Mr. C. R. Das that the greatest Btorm raged.
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l * \  (£ 3  In; Pursuance of the resolution of the Nagpur S t a d o n t n i l w  
19? ° . (*ee 1 A. R. 1921), an attempt was m ^ T

hands and” 8 * *'f-S e,iry ’ n ' !)21 to take the initiative into tbeir own 
hands and nationalise their education. The first spark of the
dent^ndr na° ioW P V  the I!angab isi College, the most independent and nat .onastic of the Calontia Colleges. On 12th Jamtarv
outenof°^heirCtlCT  sV h“ TKh° ’e f  the ¥ . a,,d 3rd.year students came 
Colleen * ll * * * * * *T  mf* Previously given notion to the

ng horities to nationalise’ the institution— by which term
discontinuance"1/  p"8’ wirhdrawal o{ Government support and 
from hi •■G° Ve,r,,me,lt ootmeotion. Getting no responsetom the. author,ties, they walked out of the College forme a 
procession, and marched through the streets, singing ,mt,ona7“ ongs 

af ” « lh611' follow students , 0 come out S  '
U pon College was emptied and nearly half of the Citv Cnll„?n 
About 5,000 students assembled at Mirzapur Square where a grea  ̂
demonstration was held and they were addressed by Messrs Shvam 
n.undar Cbakravarti Wahid Hussain, C. Ii. Das and other Congress 
lead aft. Mr B C, h i ,  then a leading non-co operator and the 
prime mspirer of the movement, hut who has since gone over to the 
Anglo-Indians, exhorted them to remember that it was a call to 
the youth of India to rise up in their thousands and tens of 
thousands and wm Swaraj , not. by the might of the sword but bv

Bald, was absolutely a moral faght. It was a tug-of-war between the
To fr« 1 ° m u" th“ r "  ! °  kee|) iM subjection, and their will
o freedom would be proved by the strength of their determination

to give UP everything else at that moment. The speaker was proud
r ' hlH h lV "  M thft,V after all> ,b®it silent prayers had-a-hed the Almighty ! iswarn.i was withinithe hailing distance

8 r ; ed- ^ ' r Waf- Wa* °lear ab80lute|y their organisi. g a, du ding up their national si,tulions by their own effort and
ndum to reach their goal. He placed before tb. m the picture „i

to 88 fllS J V18 'ieWS fr° m Culcutta to Delhi, and the nee
woHh T V  ° ”l ,ber|e ,be  Bcb0 wo%W go forth to the whole
other , ,hattb®youth3of Uidia were determined to leave by every 
iivht f r y r  th,8tf mo,men,t fo,r fi*b,'P8 w'th non-violent weapon that
ho cried nat,on?1 fro8dom • rbe future was with the Bolsheviks’.
The sneaU-e” t ’ n a, t  881,86 0f ths word but f" tbe beat sense of it.’ 
was ■ ,°Ve<i that, word as (he idea 011 which Bolshevism str. d
Platform r° “  n“ ' SJU0h wcr0,ba appeals made from a hundred 
rolled °, Ahe st.ude,lt3 "<* t0 go b»»k to their schools and 

g.9B until their institutions and universities becAme their own !
In the following days mammoth meetings were hold, largo p. >

9(a)
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l- \c^2sbns of youthful enthusiasts marched through the streets, ,

songs, picketing schools, colleges and the universitjvdftft 
Tfte-Spitation was kept at white heat. One by one all the Colleges 
were emptied. On the 15th January a conference of the Principals 
ot Calcutta Colleges was held at the invitation of the Vice-Chancellor, 
wik>. was decided that it would be dangerous to take strong steps 
against the strikers. An unfortuate incident happened at tho Ripnn 
College whero through the nervousness of the Principal a circular was 
issued to the professors requiring their punctual attendance and 
threatening severe action on failure. This was very much resented 
and seven professors at once resigned. It seemed as if the 
whole staff would resign and join the students, and a few 
more of such indiscretions would have found quite a large 
number of the junior members of the professoriate in company 
with the students. The catastrophe, however, was averted by 
the circular being withdrawn after some of the professors had 
resigned. On the 17th Mr. C. R. Das addressed seven large 
meetings of students and asked them to hold on til' new 
National Colleges were opened within the next fortnight. Mr.
C. F. Andrews from “ Ehnnti Eiketan” wired signifying his intention 
to join tho new National University. The news that Mr. 0. R. Das 
had given up his practice at the Har and sacrificed his princely 
income and had given ail bis property to the national movement 
took the hearts of the young men by storm. There was something 
electric in the atmosphere to goad youth to rush into new channels 
which promised new hope and fresh life. Professor H. K. Sarkar, 
a brilliant university man. Dr. P. 0. Ghosh, Ph. D , assistant Assay 
Master, Calcutta Mint, and a few other university alumni, gave up 
1 heir service and dedicated themselves to the CharTa movement 
But, on the whole, the professors did not take any practical 
(tart in the movement. Had even a hundred out of the thousand 
and odd professors of Calcutta come out to lead the movement, it 
would have been a crowning piece of success, and tbo Calcutta 
university would then have undergone as thorough a process of 
nationalisation as the most ardont nationalist could wish. Nor 
were the efforts of the students themselves in this direction less 
sparing. They approached their teachers with agony at heart 
and humility in bearing, but all to no purpose. Nothing more 
was necessary to demonstrate the deadening effect of the 
University education. Left alone they chose their leaders from 
amongst themselves, and the whole mass of 10,000 students 
hung upon the single-handed activity of Mr. C. R Di The fever 
very rapidly spread amongst, students in the mofussil. The example 
spf by Calcutta was followed everywhere. At Mymensingh, Faridpur,

■ ec% \
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V \ Pabna, Dacca and oiber towns, the colleges wer.e\ffl^|.
\ i f i i  1 method of picketing pursued by the students Wai-4i-i 

V j yjng^-ffat on the ground, side by side, on the pavement, blocking 
the entrance to the colleges. There was great uproar fo r 'a  few 
days owing to the rumoured action of some of tho professors of 
European Colleges having forced entrance by trampling upon this 
human birricr. This method was very effectively practised bofore the 
University Hall where B. L. candidates were sitting at their exami
nation. As a result only 150 out of 500 candidates could appear. 
On the 19th January Sir Ashutosh Mukherji, the Vice Chancellor, 
addressed tho strikers assembled in front of the University and said' 
that ho was prepared to cut off all connection with the Govern
ment atld nationalise the University if the leaders of the N C-0 
movement gave him a erore of rupees for its running. This challenge, 
it is said, was taken up by Mr. C. R. Das who offered to raise 
this sum if fetr Asbufosh gave a written undertaking that on receipt 
of the money he would retire from the High Court Bench and lead 
the National Education movement. Nothing, however, came of it.

Gradually now accessions of strength were coming to the 
students. On January 19th Mr. C. F. Andrews, who had promised 
to-join the new National University as soon as it started, addressed 
a large' gathering of students on “ Swaraj nr Independence” . In 
tho course of this very weighty pronouncement, which more tliau 
anything else served to keep burning the intense ardour of the 
youngmon to get rid of their educational nightmare, the learned 
lecturer said :—

“ Indepi ndence, complete and perfect independence for India, is a i u»ious 
■inciple with me, because I am a Christian. ! want to say quite clearly that after 

ten long years of painful experience, travelling over the world and seeing the 
Br't.ah Empire in a t its different parts, in Fiji, in Australia, in New Zealand, 
in East Africa, in the Malaya Peninsula, and in Ceylon and in India itself, 1 
have come at last to the conclusion that Indians cannot stay any longer 
m tbs British Emp.re as it stands to-day. That Empire does not allow Indians 
as settlers over nearly four fifths of its land snrfacc, that is to sav j„ c ,n .d - 
Australia, New Zealand and in South Africa ; in nearly every nth r part it onlv 
tolerateB ludiaus as subordinates, as hewers of wood and drawers of water.

“ Alter over a hundred years the- is hardly a single country in the 
Empire (outside England itsilf) where Indians have full and <<iual citizen 
right together with the free right of , i fry. ! have seen with my own 
eyes, on every land, in almost every part of the world, the religion of- Whit- 
Hace supremacy taught and practised. This arrogant cm d makes it absolutely 
impossible for Indians to remain in such an imp trial system with nnv self- 
respect. I believe that this religion of White Race supremacy u the great, - j  of 
all curses to the human race to-day. I hate and detest this White supn niaev 
religion. It is fundamentally opposed to my own Christian rolig on, the religion 
In which Christ Himself declared of the brotherhood of all men in the coi iuou 
Fatherhood of God. i

“ I wsli to «ay with deep oouviction that independent.■ can never be " "U
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1’  l if ffij&kfift.y%p seventy millions of the untouchables, the depressed classes BO^dla, 

rJwnvh Gul in ^objection which amounts almost to serfdom. No o n e k jU s -J  
no one is worthy of freedom who enslaves others. To take 

wy-'Swa case, 1 am an Englishman, but England cannot be England to me, the 
England of Hampden and Cromwell and Milton, Burke and Shelley, Byron and 
Clarkson. tViiberforce and Gladstone, England cannot be England to me, the 
England I love, if she keeps others in subjection in her colonies and in her 
Empire and, if she holds down Ireland and India by mditary force and repres
sion, and India cannot be India to you, the India of your dreams (and of my
dreams also, if f may speak as one of her children) if she keeps others in 
subjection. That is why the Mahat.maji himself has said that India cannot win 
Swaraj in one year or in hundred years it she does not give Swaraj to her own 
depressed classes, her own untouchables.’ ’

Ten thousand students roaming in the streets of Calcutta !—
On January 23rd Mr. Gandhi at last came to Calcutta. This 
helped to fan the agitation still more. A great spirit of national 
awakening found a new influx into the youthful hearts. At a huge 
meeting attended by tens of thousands of students Mr. Gandhi 
congratulated them for the steps they had taken and deplored that 
professors and educationists had not joined them. He pressod 
for the adoption of the spinning-wheel and said that students should 
undergo training Charka during the present year of probation. Their 
ordinary education would commence after Swaraj was established.
He also urged medical students to leave College and undertake 
humanitarian work of clothing the naked and of ridding India of her 
shame, degradation and helplessness. He urged Bengalee students to 
ioarn Hindustani and said that they had over-rated the importance 
of the English language and suggested that English language found 
very little place in the economy of Swaraj. He announced that Babu 
Gop-d Chandra Singh, who bad recently given one lakh of rupees to 
tne Nalional Council of Education, had again promised and had given 
the first p alment of an yearly donation of Rs. 10,000.

Mr. uidbi’a advent, however, gave a new turn to the move- 
inenl. So long it was a question of nationalisation of Education— a 
filibustering campaign to break the officialised university of Calcutta.
Mr. Gandhi made it. clear that he wanted it to be a part of tbo 
Swaraj movement—students aro to leave colleges and their study 
in order to devote themselves to the work of the nation. In the ' 
fight with the bureaucracy for Swaraj, the students are to be the 
van guard, marching forth into the interior of the country preaching 
Non-co-operation, carrying the message of economic independence 
through the charka, organising village schools mainly for reviving 
the art of tbo spinning wheel, and otherwise completing the Congress 
programme of Non-co-operation in view of further preparation to 
establish Swaraj within a year. The nation was at war— albiet 
non-violont—-with the Government. And just as during the last



V V p f P iloy ‘ War Schools and Colleges of England, F raroe^ ld
V B^tgiuni were closed down and the students were drawn away^ftmr^ 

Jwa^O rk, so too in that crisis of the Indian Nation, Indian Stu
dents wero to think not of Education but of Swaraj : Swaraj first and 
education after— that was the Mahatma’s creed. But it was too 
hard for those to whom it was addressed : they had not bargained for 
so much sacrifice. This was the first rift in the lute— the first en- 
visngoment of the Mahatma’s ‘practical idealism’ standing athwart 
the path along which in the rush of emotion they had sped.

Students' Strike in Lahore.
1 he great enthusiasm of the students of Calcutta and the ap

parent success with which the University was all but paralysed 
gradually began to rouse the student world all over India, but the 
strike fever was nowhere much in evidence oxcept at Lahore where 
it was little less intense than in Calcutta.

A series of articles contributed by Laia Lajpat Rai in his paper 
“  Bands Mataram,” exhorting students to boycott University exa
mination and leave colleges, proved irresistible. On January 15ih 
in the course of an open lattor to Lula UatlSraj, ex-Principal of the 
I). A. V. College, Lahore, Lain. Lajpat Rai drew the attention or the 
Managing Committee of the College to the present condition of the
D. A. V. College. The Lala asserted that the wishes of the founders 
oi the college were to run it independent of Government and Univer
sity control, and make it the nucleus of a Dayanand University. 
But since 1907, he alleged, the policy of the college had been changed 
and it had sacrificed its principles in order to please the Government 
and the University. Lala Lajpat Rai then referred to the new spirit 
in the country which, he said, was preaohed to Arya Samajists, the 
founders of the College, long ago by Swarni Dayanand arid asked 
Lala Hansraj either to doclaro openly that the 1). A. V. College 
authorities had changed the policy ol the founders or that they 
would flee the college from the control of the Government and the 
University and nationalise it. Lala Lajpat Rai further assured Lala 
Hansraj that the latter noed not entertain any fear as regards 
financing the national University as ho guaranteed to pay Rs. 60,000 
to make up the deficiency in the income for two years within one 
week the college had treed itself from University < trot. In the end, 
he requested Lala Hansraj to place the matter betore the Managing 
Committee of the College and inform him their decision within two 
works, so that he may decide his future position in connection with 
the D. A. V. College. To this, however, no reply was vouchsafed, 
and meanwhile the students wero becoming very restive.

On January :11th, news spread that the students of the D. A V. 
College had refused to attend olassss and that only a small percentage
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111E S1^1JIiNn' s llilK li  MOVEMENT
1 ’  \ afeadetf.iTwo days before some four hundred students of the i f f i i ' ie  

ban sent an appliotion to the Principal requesting him to invitekjlala_J 
d^jp0^Kai and permit him to address the students in the college 
hall on the subject of Non-co operation. On receipt of this letter an 
emergency meeting of 20 local members of the Managing Committee 
was held the next evening and it was unanimously resolved that the 
Principal was to inform the students that although under ordinary 
conditions ho would have been glad to give the necessary permission, 
be regretted that it could not be done as the Seditious Meetings Act 
was in force in Lahore at that time. On the 24th, before college 
classes began, the Principal witnessing some excitement in the college 
hostel, issued a notice asking students to meet him at the collego hall. 
The majority of students met there, when the Principal addressed 
them for about an hour and tried to impress upon them the futility 
of their action. He asked non-co-operation students not to coerce 
those who conscientiously felt il right and proper to continue their 
studies in the college and gave all students freedom of action to work 
according as their conscience dictated. He said that the college 
authorities would be ready to start a non-U Diversity college, if such 
a demand was manifested, side by side with the existing institution, 
but ho could not build on the ruins of the present D. A. V. College,

After the address of the Principal, most of the students attended 
olasses. Those who did not held a meeting on the lawn of the hostel 
and passed a resolution requesting the Principal to close the college 
next day to enable all students to go to Gnjranwala, where a confer
ence had been arranged between the Non co-operation leaders and the 
students to discuss the matter in all its aspects with Lala Lajpat Rai 
and oth.-r leaders. On receipt of this resolution the Principal in
formed the studunts that such of them as applied for leave would 
have their applications granted.

Accordingly, iJext day, January 251,h. some 500 students of the 
D. A. \ . Loll go, joined by their compatriots from other colleges, 
marched all the way from Lahore to Gnjranwala, a distance of 40 
miles, to hold the longed-for conference with the N-C-0 leaders. 
Laboro was then a proclaimed area, and no meetings or processions 
could be held ; so the meeting was arranged to bo held at 
Gnjranwala which till then enjoyed civic freedom. A large number 
of people, some 5,000 in all, including students of the local Khalsa 
college and schools, attended and great enthusiasm prevailed. Lala 
Lajpat Rai accompanied by Pt. Rambbnj Dntt came from Lahore and 
addressed the meeting. He said that, they had to conn, all the way 
fnm Lahore to Gnjranwala because the Punjab Government would 
not allow him and others to address them in Lahore owing to the 
Seditious Meetings Act. Their faith in cto-operation with the Govern-
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i !  I rffifat 4 ls  gone for ever. They had tried all methods of co-opVatifJi, 
W \®i|^ad/fa iled  and had been compelled at last to adopt the \3eJ jL i 

of Non co operation. Their grievances would not be redressed until 
ftiey became free in their own land as Englishmen were free in their 
own. Turning to the students the Lala said that be would boldly and 
unhesitatingly ask the students to leave their colleges at once and join 
the Non-ctt operation movement whole-heartedly. They must show to 
the world that they could win Swaraj without shedding a drop of 
blood by following the principal of non-violence. He appealed to the 
D, A. \ College students to leave the College at once As soon as 
they left the College, it could be converted into an excellent technical 
College. So long as they would be inside the College, the authorities 
would do nothing to give them true national and technical education. 
He would be the last to see the Dtyanand College ruined and des
troyed, as he had given twenty-five years of his life to build that 
College and had worked day and night for it. He wanted the D. A. V. 
College to he a true national College, and its students true national
workers and not slaves and job hunters. In conclusion, he said :_

Remember one thing—don’ t be a bluffer. Think and consult your 
conscience. Do not leave the Colleges unless you are absolutely 
determined to follow your conscience. But once you take the step, 
do not recede.’

Ibis meeting was followed by the Punjab Students’ conference 
held at Gujrauwala on the 30th January with Dr. Kitchlew as the 
President. A resolution was here passed by an overwhelming 
majority welcoming the Congress resolution on Non-co-operation 
as far as it concerned students above the age of 16, and stronglv 
urging college students to make immediate and effective response to 
the cal! of the nation by unconditional withdrawal from all arts, 
science and professional institutions connected with the Government!

Meanwhile the other Lahore colleges had been affected— the 
lore man Christian College and tbo Sanatana Dbarma College became 
soon involved. Iheir students went on strike wholesale on the 27th 
and passed at their meetings similar resolutions. The students of 
the Government College aud Law College were visibly hesitating. T1 
authorities had at last to close the Colleges for several days varying 
trom a week to a month and by the end of February the move
ment quieted down and all the colleges re-opened and resumed wor1

At Calcutta, too, t ho Colleges reopened on the 21st Fob. r 
more than half the- 1 umber of students returned.

In Bombay and Madras
In Bombay N-0 O leaders held daily meetings in tl 

of January, in which they passionately exhorted stu 
out for national service. Like Mr. C. B. Dts at Cal. ut
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1 1 Jmj^lcai),la leading Barrister, suspended practice arid engaged \jrn  ̂ l 

VAir^^Mcfi/struetive work of national education. Under the auspifcelAf 1 
' iheJSwarajya Sabha, the Home Rule League, and the National Union, 

afl.- important public meeting was held on the 20th January with M. 
Gandhi as the president and the Brothers All as the chief speakers. 
The cult of non-co-operation was explained to the large audience 
mainly composed of students. Daily meetings were also held, of more 
or less importance, in which the students were harangued to take their 
own share in the country’s light for freedom. Some TOO students 
in all left their study and actually enrolled themselves under the 
N-C 0  banner. But there was no dramatic hiatus of a sudden 
strike as at Calcutta. Further, from the very beginning the 
students of Bombay had a more accurat.o understanding of the 
N C-0 programme of College boycott than elsewhere. As a matter 
of fact there were two different propaganda in Bombay asking 
students to leave their colleges. One was headed by Mr. Y. J. 
Patel who advised suspension of education altogether in order that 
the students may carry N-C-0 propaganda in the villages and remote 
parts of the country ; and the other was headed by Mr. Jayakar 
who wanted education but of the nationalised variety, to further 
which his party was busy in organising national schools and colleges.

In Madras Province the movement did not catch on oxcept in 
the Go lavery district and Trichinopoly where students were in 
ferment for a short time. On January 22nd the Godavery District 
Students Conference was held at Rajahmundry, and the occasion 
war utilised in carrying the boycott campaign but with very little 
success.
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Riots & Repression

The pent up fury of the officials at the success of the boycott 
of the Duke and of the student upheaval broke out even before 
His Royal Highness left the shores of India. Early in 1921 the 
peasant population of Rae Bareilly and the Fyzabad districts in the 
U. P. suffered, as is their wont, severe hardship from the oppression 
of the land-lords who used to levy illegal cesses with the connivance 
of the Govt. The authorities instead of removing the grievances 
of the poor tenants, sided with the rich land-lords and thus oppres
sion went on unabated, till the exasperated men, seeing the success 
of the boycott movement, adopted N C O and took the law into 
their own hands. They refused to pay illegal and extortionate 
demands, and on being harrassed by their masters, rose in revolt. 
From January 2nd. to 7th. a great riot raged in many villagos of 
Rae Bareilly and Fyzabad. Pt. Jahawarlal Nehru and other N C-0 
leaders tried to pacify the rioters but they were warned off ibo 
field by the Police. In every case the mob was diperesed by police 
'Mid military fire inflicting serious losses on the people. Obviously, 
n such cases, reprisals were taken. At Munshigunj on the 7th 

January, a mob ten thousand strong stormed the Jail, burnt the 
haztr and looted the Zamindars property.

O n  th e  1 4 th .  a r i o t  t o o k  p lace  in B e h a r  p a r g a n n a  in  F y z a b a d .
O n  th e  2 3 r d .  a s e r i o u s  r i o t  t o o k  p la c e  in  R a c h r a w a n  w h e r e  
se v e r a l  c o n s t a b l e s  w e r e  k i l l e d .  O n  the  2 9 t h .  a t  G o s h a i n g a n i  t h e r e  
w a s  a n o t h e r  Kishan ( p e a s a n t )  r is in g .  T h e  d e p t h  o f  t h e ir  f e e l in g  
m a y  b y  g a u g e d  f r o m  t h e  fa c t  t h a t  a b o u t  1 0 0 0  m e n  la y  f la t  o n  th e  
R a i l w a y  l in e  o n  h e a r in g  t h a t  t h e ir  l e a d e r  w a s  b e i n g  c a r r i e d  a w a y  in  
t h e  t r a in .  T h e  tr  in  ha d  t o  s t o p  f o r  3 h o u r s  d u r i n g  w h i c h  t h o  
p o l i c e  c l e a r e d  th e  l in e  b y  b u c k - s h o t  f ire . T h e  t r o u b le  g r a d u a l l y  
s u b s i d e d  o n  th e  N - C  O  l e a d e r s  o r g a n i s i n g  a k ish a n  lea g u e  u n d e r  
th e  g u i d a n c e  o f  P t .  M o t i l a l  N e h r u  a n d  M r .  P u r u s h o t t a m  T a n d o u .

From February to May 1921 all over India there were disquiet 
ing riots and everywhere the method of repression was a standardised 
one ! namely, the opening of fire by the military and police on an 
unarmed crowd. The most glaring cases were at Taujore, 
Kumbakonam, and Nagpur, which aro reported in detail at tho end 
of the 2nd volume of this Register. One of the oarliost attempts 
of repressing the N-C-0 was made in February in Malabar. Mr. 
Yakub Flassan, the great Khilafat leader, along with somo of tho 
prominent N-C 0  workers wore warned by the Magistrate not to 
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V efj^r Malabar or bold meetings. This order was disregarded wf^®
the Magistrate sent them forthwith to jail. This ct?*" 1

X'-aig£eECt sensation and hartal was held in Madras and other places it 
South India to commemorate the event. Mr. Yakub Hassan 
wag soon set free but another dastardly police outrage was committed 
in the Malabar at Ottapallam in April 1921. On the 23rd April a 
provincial conference of the N C O party was held at Ottapallam.
A posse of the Reserve police force was brought in with obvious 
intention. And on the 26th when the Students Conference was 
in session some of the prominent leaders and Moplahs were merci 
lessly beaten by the police.

After the proceedings a procession, a furlong long, started 
from the pandal headed by Messrs Prakasam and Ramunni 
Menon and passed through the important streets, orderly and 
solemnly, lasting for three hours. Complete hartal was observed 
in the town. Shop-keepers induced by the police to open, refused. '

Needless to say, this affair kept the Moplabs in a high state of 
tension, and this is one of the many causes that led them openly 
to revolt in the October following (see poste).

As a result of the police riot the first class Honorary Magis
trates of Ottapalaro, Messrs Sankuni Menon, Narayanier, and Abdul 
Kader resigned. As Mr. Ramunni Menon narrated the details of 
riot and assault on him, Vakil Mr. V. M. Govindan Nair announced 
suspending his practice and also Messrs. Kocheun Nair and P. S. 
Narayuna Nair.

T h e  Nankana T ragedy
Though not directly connected with non co operation, a politico- 

r. in urns affair of stupendous significance was about this period 
happening in the Punjab which culminated in a wholesale massacre 
of some 150 Sikhs at Nankana Saheb. To understand the event 
it is necessary to relate the history of the recent Sikh movement in 
the Punjab.

In 1919 the Sikh League was inaugurated with the avowed 
object of demanding communal rights for the Sikh nation, seeing 
that the Europeans, Moslems and other minorities had already 
secured special communal rights under the Reforms, and also of 
reviving in the Sikh public an interest in polities. The first session 

t the League determined to demand from Government more seats 
in the Legislative Council than had been allotted to the Sikhs 
and it also attacked the official management of the Sacred Golden 
1 couple in Amritsar and the irritating and officious control exercised 

by Government. With the adoption of the policy cf non co-operation 
the agitation among the Sikhs spread rupidiy, and at the Sikh Con



\:‘ y {^ k coy Iti October 1920 resolutions were passed demanding >3»i|>l 
by Tilt! Si khs themselves ol their educational and religious inm m ^  
tjons without interference of any kind from Government.

Eventually, after a good deal of barrassmpnt from Government 
■era, they secured full control of their Golden Temple, and the 
agement of the Khalsa College was also handed over to a Sikh 

jncil after a great deal of excitement in the College itself where 
e Professors once resigned in a body and the students refrained 

trom joining their classes (see I. A. R, 1921). The Khalsa College 
cut itself oil from the official University and tried to evolve a 
national system of education. A Committee was appointed, mainly 
under the influence of tbo Mahara.ie of Patiala, the Premier Sikh 
Prince, with a number of popular representatives to manage the 
affairs and income of the Golden Temple at Amritsar.

Profiting from their terrible experience of the blessings of the 
British Raj as manifested during the Martial law days in 1919, the 
Sikhs had adopted non-co-operation and wanted now to take their 
religious affairs into their own hands, In November 1920 a Com
mittee, called the ‘ Gurudwara Prabbandak ’ or the Reformed Sikh 
Committeo, was formed to undertake the management of all Sikh 
Gurdvvaras or roligious institutions. The Sikh shrines hitherto were 
under Mabants, some of whom were very bad c'-aract rs and abomin
ably licentious. Disputes regarding the possession of Gurdwaras 
in Amritsar, Eyallpur, Sheikhupura, Attock and Lahore quickly 
arose and oertain of these shrines were occupied by the Reforming 
Puny Si no voluntarily joined the laformors, others, more eon-
aervativo, had to bo occupied by lorco. During the occupation
of the shrine in Tam Taran in January, 1921 a serious fracas took 
place betwoei he two parties resulting in the death of two men ai d 
injuries to others. Government, always suspicious of ihe Reformers, 
and appealed to by the Mahauts fur preserving thea’ vt. ted interests, 
tried to collect evidence against the former but owing to the bold 
oi non-co-operation people did not como forward to support tbe 
Mabants. Ihe movement continued and tbe reformers made no secret 
of their intention to s îze tbo Nankana Gurudwara which is the 
wealthiest o' these shrines uossessing large estates in so* 32 
villages with an annual income rulin’’ « to lakhs of rupees.

The Nankana Massacre
In Nankana the chief M»hant. Nurain Das, a notorious 

profligate und a desperado, appearod to have realized his precarious 
position and secretly collected men and arms for tbe purpose of 
defending the shrine. He was a very influential mat: and was 
always spending money like water to keep bipiaelf in the goodgnc"*

THE STOllY OF THE MASSACliF I m j r J



l ’  V Officials, especially of the police. His murderous prepSsSt îBis
y^Nagigr-'W have been overlooked by the local authorities, and 

''~';pnly^managed to smuggle a large amount, of arms and ammunition, 
but also engaged many new pathans and others as his guards wt 
were regularly drilled in military fashion.

The Akalis are puritan Sikhs and form the vanguard of 
reforming party. They used to form jalhat or companies whic 
travelled from shrine to shrine in their work of reformation. 
February 23rd was the date of a Grand Diwan or session of the 
Kbalsa at Nankana Sahib to enquire into the administration of the 
Shrine, and there could be little doubt of what the decision would 
be. The Mahant, Narain Das, prepared to resist by force any 
expropriation of l is beriditary shrine, had in the meantime engaged 
some 500 hooligans and Pathans as chowkidars and had also collected 
a large amount of arms and ammunition and also petroleum, in view 
of the nefarious deed he contemplated, obviously with the connivance 
of the authorities. Two days before tho Diwan an Akali Jatba 
appeared at Nankana Sahib but was not admitted. The object of 
this Jatba was to make collections for the coming Diwan. On occa
sions of a Diwan it is the rule with the Sikhs to keep a free kitchen 
open for the brotherhood. A second company of 150 appeared 
and quietly entered the temple and, it is reported, sat down to read 
the Sacred book.

The doors of the sbri e were then shut ; and when thoy were 
O'3® n’d a couple of hours after scarcely a man was found alive to tell 
tr.u (ale of what took place within. The following account of the 
tragedy is given by Lala Girdhari Lai of Lahore :—

r’ar,jar Laobman Singh of Dbarolal with a party of ah.,’ ' ICS to ISO men 
■ame t0 Gurud-. ara early it. the, morning. As soon as a!) had entered and sat 
down in Janamsthan sahib to read out the Holy Book, all the gates of the 
Temple were dosed and tho attack b ean on all the members of the Jatba with 
rites, Chaves, takwae, revolvers, eb- by Mahant Narainiias ami 3 men who 
were hidden on the Toofs and in the verandahs of the temple. Brickbats were 
also thrown at the Jatba party from roofs where 1 saw about 1C heaps of them. ' 
In all the attacking party consisted of the Mahant, Pathans and Bhettio hired 
by 1dm for tuis heinous crime assisted by hi6 right-hand man, one Ismaed Bhati. 
Jake the martyrs i their Paothans of oi l Serdar Bachman Singh is reported 
to have said that he did not come for taking poBSi ssion of the temple out stop.

1 on his way to Sarauli 'here be was g, iug to arrange for the Diwan to pay 
homage in Gur , w ia. .Some say that tho Jatuadar came with an expressed 
i d-inn aim for poss-ssion and determined to sacrifice himself and his party, if 
oa*y io avoid a great * price being paid at tiv time of the big Diwan proclaimed 
for the drd to 5th \larch next, Most bodies were dragged to the north side of 
Onrdwara where they were burnt with wood and ker sine oil. The heads of many 
were cut. In ti c;r: burnt heaps th re were traces of arm i, heads legs and other 
;m.Ui of bodies cltoppe ' oli into email bits. Practically toe whole compound 
wni full of blood where persons appear to have becu cruelly and brutally
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1 H E  STOliY 0F  THK M ^ S S A U liE  / G k f
1 ( ^MSherjjcl One man .apparently took shelter • a the ro.of above the smaWi^reM j 

\ • \ where he was raassaored and his body thrown down outside, p i l i r  »
\x\,.‘xv̂ si>n^vb tried to have himself in a small Samadh but was mercilessly k irh rtv^^  

*ii I visited the temple on the 2nd l saw 5 places inside where be .iea 
"'VT-‘r^ burnt m a tiundish manner. There were traces of at least eighteen tiD of 
ml having been used in this foul deed. In all I counted skeletons and } ads 
arm-, h*gn etc of about seventy persons besides those that must have been 
complete ly and fu ly burnt out to ashes. Karas and Kirpans were clearly 
distinguishable. The remains of a few in theee heaps clearly showed of th'*.r being 
thrown into burning flames while still alive.

A lew words are necessary as to what took place outside tk= temple. 
About 40 to oO reached Gurudwara. One who was in it told me that . ley heard 

,10 s, a some lstance. from Nankana Sahib and thought tbeir fr. ends gone
t n  i " , T y Ct”.“8 0f aD a‘ tack- Thee brave fellows fully rea firing the 
t g l i). } were running into boldly and unflinchingly marched forv'..rd to join
rmmv nnri’T  p artyrd°“  o[ their brothers. When they arrived ?c the outer
comp ’ iud of Guru Iwaree they were also attaofed by Mahant Paramdaa vvho
was fully armed ou horseback with others near the southern gate Sardar Dalip- 
Hligh who had come to stop Lacliman bieph from entering Gurudwara «nd r> to 
b others law their lives at the altar of their gurus at the bands of the blood- 
thirsty ruffians.

bardar Uttam Smg'n, mill-owner and a rcspectablp.’citizi n, f. nt 2 of his men 
. tu bring correct news of the affair, but these also fell under the fire of lihatris 

Pathans and the Mohaut. The bodieB of the killed outside were burnt in a 
furnace iu the compound. I saw the remains of 5 men in this heap. In all 
I believe about loO brave and noble hearts s-acriticed thtir lives to enable their 
other brethren to achieve their cherished wish of purging their oldest Gurudwara 
of the infamous Mahant that had squandered in revelries the haTd-earned mom v 
of the public. J

.Tatliadar Ivartarsingh of Jhabar reached Naukana Sahib with about 1,009 
companions aud insisted on being given charge of Gurdwara. The autborities 
tried to talk tall as usual hut Kartamngh was determined not to surn hack 
hiii-iiw straiglit to Gnrdivarn even if they had all to die to the last man 'it 
‘h i .  d ’e '\ " uh European or Indian soldiers or the Mahaut’s people. At 

of tin mlia l0" be repr<sentativis nisrie ovtr the Gurudwara to members 
of tile birum ni Gurudwara Committee who were present ou the spot.

much m 'J16 ? n’ esome ta' • The Akalis have sinco suffered 
ti f nU i • ,6 an<j 8 °f the Government in their reform campaignf i r  I u ' '  ° f 'Vbich is reserved the next issue of the 
Register. After a protracted trial the Moba Narain Dvs with 
seven of his men were on Oot. 12th, sentenced to death,

1 he Malegaon Riots
In contrast to the police out breaks, uientioned above here 

!irro( ln in the Na.dk district, Bombay, n murderous
mob out-break ending in serious loss of life and prope-tv. The 
l / r ' i . r 101' ° f th? place consists mainly of Mahc nedans with »
. n vlH Hindus, and the Kbihvfat props;...ruin was going

( sometime. On the 25th April •tverul Mnmins were
Dl Co< outco. for carrying arms at 1 muss meeting ’ *joii• r»\vor:tior
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! '  [ ofder by the District Magistrate. They were convicw§fca|d
fityj, Init some oi them- in default of payment were commiltsdJ 
*,a d l .  A disturbance being threatened, the City Sub-Inspector, 
the Mamlatdar and the Resident Magistrate proceeded "to the 
towi with three or four armed constables. The mob attacked 
the City Sub-Inspector with stones and his men fired some rounds in 
the air. As, however, the mob did not disperse the City Sub-Ins
pector t. ok refuge in the house of Mr. Pophate, a merchaut, next 
to which is a temple. The mob surrounded the bouse and- demaded 
that Mr. Pophate should give the Sub-Inspector up, but he put 
them off. The mob then climbed up to the windows with, ladders 
and the Sub-Inspector and his men are said to have wounded and 
killed several in self-defence. Failing to obtain the Sub-Inspector’s 
person by force, the mob brought fuel and kerosene and set fire 
to several bouses and the temple. Mr. Pophate and family escaped. 
One -or two constables escaped over the roof, but the Sub Inspector 
was caught, beaten to death and thrown into the fire. One or 
two constables were also killed and burnt. The Mamlatdar and the 
resident Magistrate were stoned but tboy escaped to the hospital 
near the entraue'e to the Fort, both being injured, tho latter 
seriously. The mob cut the telegraph wires and stopped the 
Mail toncas from running.

Next day the mob began plundering the houses of Mabomodan 
leaders who bad cot’ -elled moderation regarding the Kbilafat agita
tion. The mob tna"’ bed out for securing the release of the 6 men 
"  ‘ o had been sent to jail for not paying fires. It next went to tho 

kutchary ’ and told the Mamlatdar a charge that unless the men 
were immediately released they would set fire to the Government 
treasury room. Realising tho helplessnoss of the situation the 
Mamlatdar leleased the met). The mob carried these men on their 
shoulders through the town shouting “  Allah-0 Akbar.” Other acts 
of incendiarism followed. Many resident-, especially the Hindus, 
left their home. For three daj'3 the mob raged. On the 29th 
April the Commissioner, the Inspector General and the Deputy 
Inspector General of Police with 70 P-itish troops from Ahmednagar 
uppeared and quiet was restored. The report of the com
mittee appointed to enquire iu totheoutbreak isg iven inV ol .i l ,  
pp. 760-92.

Mob Outbreak at Giridih
Another outbreak of violence occurred at Giridih on April 25th. 

Ilia disturbances appear to have originated from the efforts of the 
Nut.-Co operation panebayat to enforco by means of social boycott a

(i-MgWK%\ THE MA LbGA ON RIOT [M A fcfsW
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' • V B^8io,i / wbich the accused person refused to obey. A fitful 
’ . B^p^aHseri regarding rho sale of a cow the panchayat of Bistht-nimr  ̂

that tho seller should take back the cow. This he declined 
to do and so was boycotted. His daughter, on April 23rd, attempted 
fcodraw water from the village well, but a man named Mogal Jan, a 
Khdafat volunteer, prevented her and is said to have pushed the 
girl and broken her pitcher. The police, always on the scent of non- 
cooperation found now a plausible field of work. Mogal was 
arrested and charged with unlawful obstruclion and violating the 
modesty of the girl. Th.s was entirely false. The Non-co operators 
boycotted the police of Pachamba. Large crowds, which eventually 
numbered about ten thousand, assembled outside the Giridih Court 
where the trial was held. Tho accused who refused to defend 
himself or furnish bail was remanded to jail. Part of the crowd 
then rushed ahead to the jail, stoned the police and partly 
damaged the jail buddings. In the afternoon, a mob of about
5,000 reassembled and appeared in front of the Thana, abused the 
Sub-Inspector Jtagdeo Prasad Singh and pelted him with stones and 
brickbats. The Sub-lu9poctor fired his revolver wounding one man 
ami then sought bis quarters followed by the crowd who wrecked 
and looted his quarters. He run to the Thana and warned the mob 
that he had re-loaded his pistol. The crowd however again 
pursued him but he escaped. Armed police and Gurkhas arrived 
on the 26tb and quiet was restored.

The Mulshi Satyagraha Campaign

resista!*- Aprd 1921 a practical instance of successful passive 
reMstance was witnessed at Mulshi Peta, Poona. At this place the 
Pov?r , ^  erect a dam in the rivers Nira-Mula and for this

ve.nmi ‘ , under its Land Acquisition Act, had to acquire the 
leigbbouring villages. The farmers, however, refused to be turned 

, , u , . r ant  ̂ "’here they had been living for generations and
tt? !SU a,l<]8stral hearth and home and cultivation, dearer to 

era t an their worth in gold. Government, however, determined 
lave t ie land for the benefit of the Tata Company and offered to 

iook*3t?U8ai!t3)Ver  ̂ ^ )ers  ̂ an  ̂ tempting compensation and even under* 
fiet. them on good cultivable land at sente other place, 

tonir r  a 1 ̂ 'terate peasants could not be induced to accept such 
whfir "In • 0r aMl̂  preferred to die, if need ha, at tho same --pot 

0 their fathers had laboured and died : In March 11*20 the



MULSHI S A I Y a OUAUA CAMPAIGN
i (  '(m L > W o  a strong declaration that they must acquire the .hind 

V A ^ ^ ^ y // flVeans and would not have any truculence, On FThl IsU 
Collector of Poona visited the spot, anu tried to tamjao 

thw peasants, using threat, cajolery and other methods suitable 
to the occasion, but none agreed to leave their land. Mean- 
while, all petitions unavailing the peasants determined to practise 
Saryagraha. Some oi the Poona non-co-operators and other lending 
men orgmisad them into a band of Satyagrahis of the genuine Gandhi- 
brand, and then followed a remarkable scene of passive resistance as 
narrated below.

On the 15th. Dr Phatak, Secretary, Satyagraha Sahayak Mai,dal, 
Poona, wired to the Viceroy and the Governor of Bombay as 
follows •— ‘Peeling helpless and driven to desperation by the proposed 
intimating that tlie poor peasants acquisition of lands in 5t villages 
in Mulshi Peta, Poona District, for the construction of a tank by 
t he Tata Hydro Electric Company, the poor peasants have decided 
to practise Satyagraha on strictly non-violent lines from the ltith 
of April. V.re think it desirable that His Excellency should, with 
a view to meet the ends of justice, equity and good conscience, 
intercede to stop the work to save the peasants from deprivation 
of their lands and the consequent devastation of tbeir homes and 
hearths by tbeir submergence under water. It is expected that 
about one to two thousand Mavalas would assemble at Mulshi 
to morrow in the Satyagraha camp.’

Accordingly Satyagraha commenced on the 16th April, The 
Satyagrahis were instructed to remain absolutely non-violent, even 
under the gravest provocation. They marched in a body to the place 
of construction. The Deputy Superintendent of Police, the 
Engineers of the Tata Company with an army of labourers led by 
the contractors tried to begin work, hut hundreds of Satyagrahis 
Ian themselves down on the ground. The labourers began to 
lay down stones and mortar but the Satyagrahis folded their hands 
in prayer and laid themselves flat lengthwise on the work and also 
on the road leading to the masonary. No room was left for the 
labourers to work unless they threw stones on the bodies of the 
Satyagrahis. 1 be labourers could not be so inhuman and stopped 
work. They were ordered again to begin work by watering 
tho masonary which resulted in drenching the bodies of the 
Satyagrahis. None moved an inch and ultimately this work had to 
he stopped too. At another point wherever crow bars were raised 
they found tho Satyagrahis underneath. That work also was stopped. 
So too at ether points. Gradually the wbolo work stopped. Orio 
by one the labourers left ; they refused to belabour their poor brethren. 
Supreme quiet prevailed for some time, Meanwhile Mr. Bbaba of

’ G°%\



1 • '\Taf e C, r P any ?rriver^ After his arrival an attempt waVe^cfe 
}s/ superintendence to resume the work of waterin^xro •* 

nfIlf ? "  • ^ 16 Alav îlas had laid themselves down. Orders

wh^^he'“M a^alVha^'coTered^eT Wat6r u S  - T T ^  T "

llV u ^ T d  r 0it' >  ' f  ° f e ^ ^ T Y h e T n t h o r U ^ r t o t t e *
f e l l o w - c o u n t r y m e n *  ”  B e i n g  e n g a g e d  *Tth  “ “ f t\Tr r . , • ,'"B enraged at those failures the Engineer,

Hne nn' in £ T It?t,on with Mr. Bhaba, improvised a water^
Mavalas and rim 18 J i t i  "-al1 direct,y over the heads of the
o n e  o f  t h e  h n n d  i ^ ° T S b ° d i n g  w a t e r  f r ° “  a b o v e ,  h u t  n o t
his position A * f°fK !>rave ^ ava âs stirred an inch from Q s position. Amongst those who were subiected tn fn;a
ordeal were Messrs. Bhuskute, Deo, P a E  Do J £ i  Dnkn . 
Bhopatkar Paranjpye, Joshi, Dr. Phatak and other local’ leaders’ 
Thus ended the first day of the Satyagraha struggle at Mulshi.

On the 18th the Satyagraha struggle opened just as before in
the early morning with Satyagrahis sitting or lyiug flat on the work 
of the dam. A feeble attompt was made to commence work but it 
had soon to bo abandoned. Supreme silence ruled over the whole 
scene. Several women also joined At 9 a m . Mr. Kelkar with Messrs. 
Bhopatkar and Gokhale arrived from Poona. Mr. Kelkar went 
about the whole dam. Messrs. Bhaba and Cameron saw Mr Kelkar 
and requested him to give them an opportunity to talk 
matte, Mr. Kelkar referred the matter to the Mavalas and afte co t 
sultation they agreed to send their representatives to Poona onlv toSxiru’tlt.r 1 tk°rr “ *
. eers the Satyagrahis returned to th i ,  camp amidst l0Ud

work came to a^tj^idslillh° Th™ SatvM f 0nti,iued’ Practically all 
as they had T ° ’

W o lk 0 Apnl 28th Mr A'i C!Uf er0" ’ Chief Eng*neer o i l  ho Mulshi Works, gave a written undertaking that for ti m L l , .  ; , ,,

Z  ™ k -

=&Sfja? sar?ap •kssxz
fiufnces of'P h8' T  ny l  U themee' V6B t0 !ild threatened conso- 

. really have n r i 4 ’,  hey *1™?* the' r ultimate triumph, and 
suffer ar, f suffor Q,uch aftor a11' But the , reparedness to 
>f non.™ « ° . th ln tbe oause must be there. Gandhi’s doctrine 
ho , a °Perati°n. wa« fundamentally based on this, aud to those 

u erstoQd this the Mulshi affair carried conviction,
9(c)

THE MULSI s a t y a o r a b a  c a m p a ig n  / S f o )



• V The Assam Coolie Exodus & The Gurkha O utlaid*
V ; ’- , .- -^E ’irfy in May 1921 a serious situation was created in AssSraTjjr 

^^ft-slafnpede of labourers from the Tea Gardens. The reason why 
they left was that owing to a slump in the tea trade, great reduc
tions and wholesale dismissals were made in some of the European 
gardens with the consequent hardship on the labourers. Extremely 
low wages, two annas or six pice per day, and inhuman treatment 
were their common complaint, The companies having already earned 
100 to 200 per cent dividend, at this period of depression applied the 
shears ruthlessly. Harrowing tales of torture at the gardens were 
recited by the coolies. Their3 was a life of abject slavery combined 
with cruel sweating— and partly also of shame for the woman
kind. They had lately heard of the name of Mahatma • Gandhi, 
and fables concerning his supernatural powers of doing good to 
the oppressed and poor got current. The simple folk believed that 
he was an Avatar and that he had come to deliver people from their 
insufferable bondage. Their misery ultimately drove them to deter
mine to follow the line of the Mahatma, to go back to their land, 
spin charka, abjure western sin, and lead a simple and pure life. 
Inspite of promises of the planters to enquire into their grievances, 
they declined at last to listen to any terms and resolved to leave 
their life of shame and slavery or else die. Thousands left the 
gardens. Of these a few hundred succeeded in getting away to their 
homes, mostly in the Madras Presidency. Others left the gardens 
with nothing on Bive a rag tiod round thoir waist, carrying 
their babes and invalids in their arras or shoulders, and marching on 
and on, on foot, over long distances, along railway linos and banks 
of rivers, with Mahatma Gandhi’s names on their lips, bent on reach- 
j! 7 their homes anyway in some far distant district in tho U. P < 
Ilehar, 0. P., and Madras. Largo numbers congregated in some of 
tho big towns on the way, notably in Karimganj, Sylhet and 
Chamlpur. Half-ied, half-naked men and women, with emaciated or 
dying babes in arms, some just born, and with cholera and fever 
and abortion dogging ", heir stepr, thronged the public high-ways, the 
railway station and tho bazaars. Prom Karimganj large batches . 
were sent by rail to Chandpur and Goalundo by the public to reloasfl j 
tin awlul congestion and danger to public health.

The Chandpur Gurkha Outrage.
At Chandpur they came to a halt, as at this place they must | 

cross tho river, apparently destitute and unable either to pay fo* 
their journey or to feed themselves. The local peoph took charg® j 
< : them hut the question of repatriation of so large numbers beeamL [ 
a difficult problem and the money could not at first be raised fro*® i

T H E  A S S A M  C O O L IE  E X O D U S  [ c h / S W r



V CJiS» l PeoP̂ 0, The Government of Bengal was app^£Q&cli,
\ Ŝ erS were aPPQaled to, but they were living iC_JlIc-i 

stronghold at Darjeeling confronted by the solid phalanx of 
Planters opposition. They put up the plea that Government could 
not take side in labour disputes. The result of this was that tho 
cooiios found themselves stranded, and by the 19th May their number 
in Ebandpur alone swelled to 4000. Meanwhile, Mr. Macpberson, a 
eprosen at've of the European Tea Association of Assam, had come
oh : l PUr a?d r h th° helP o f t h o « .  D. 0. tried to induce the 

I 10 c *-° tbe gardens. This alarmed them and there 
steamer t h,,r °  0Ilve t^° P'ace at once. They rushed an outlying
river the nextTnr ° °ave for Qoalundo on the other side of the 
m e t  the next morning. At this stage the S. D. 0 „  the Hon Mr
S.nha arrived along with Mr. Macpberson. The gangway between 
the steamer aud the receiving flat waq hv nr^or a ^
several of the men fell  ̂into the river. A tumult arose™Td° with The 
help ot the police, the S. D. O. and Mr. Macphorson drove tho 
onruBhing coolies from tho flat to the river-side and from the river-s de 
to the Hallway station. It seems that the S. D. 0. while d m  ing 
tho men before him had struck an old wreck of an woman. Tim 
woman caught hold of the stick and began to cry. This had the effec

the6XsCUck8 f6rOom0 " « i d’ l l T l ’ “ atoha2
a threatening attitude ' h d d> WaS aIleged> assumed

. U U o ^ l I ^ r f  *h“ '  ? 'stfvss'A" * m
Tn TcpafrTtioT ind I T  “ “ f t  <? under^ » d the Government ord 
nor rush the ordinary passenger a n T *  T  T T - u  l°
arrangements were made for their t r a n s p o r t ' °  
and they cooked and took their meals'-mdV « ' J T  calmefl !u ‘n’
floor with peace in their mind. ' Ptead themselves on tho 

Meanwhile the matter of the assault on the S r> o  ,,
Mr. Macpberson was brought to tho notice of tho Divisional Com
r ' ? " « »';• *k. . « • « » .amt

red for a batch of armed Gurkhas from Narayangan,. r,n Ou. khan 
ived at 7-30 p m. and were at once marched to the station.
} ° T ' T  r  [  . tr“ Jn l6ft th6 8tation* a!] lifiht in the s> ,.t inn
i  was extinguished, and then.followed au awfully brutal outrage, 

m  *^hae, ,W6ra ordered to clear the station of the coolie: who 
leeping there— male, female and children. They at first l.tYkcd 

.oolies about and asked them to get up. Take., unaware i, i hat 
sflid tco men could not understand whence tho order emanate d

' e°% \
th e  CHANDPUR GURKHA OUTRAGE / u ^ O )



(e*P W r\ V \  ASSA** C00LIE EXODUS [ch< / jhW
I s 1 > i& j iv h o  %btey w e r o  t h a t  d i s t u r b e d  t h e i r  p e a c e f u l  s l u m b e r .

grumbling and resentment; then the Gurkhas became hkiltlq-J 
\^g*n)>o kick mom violently and to beat the coolies with lathis and 

butt-onds of their guns with their accustomed ferocity. For full 15 
mi [infos; the assault, continued on those helpless wrecks ot humanity 
and at last, as oven Mr. K. C. De could not stop excesses, be had 
to carry through the S. D. 0, a message to the European Commander 
of the Gurkhas to order discontinuance of the assault. And when 
at last f ho Commander sounded bis whistle, the assault, stopped.

The reason why this outrage was committed was given in a 
Government communique issued on the 2Dtli May in tho following 
words: the station precincts being in a very insanitary condition,
cholera having broken out among the railway staff and with a 
view of guarding against the rocurronco of the previous night’s 
disturbance (the rush to the steamer in w'hich the Magistrate was 
nllngod to have been assaulted), it was decided to remove the coolies 
to a field near the station in which it was proposed to house them,
A small force of military police armed with rifles with bayonets 
unfixed cleared 3000 coolies from the station at the cost of 30 minor 
casualties none of which was serious !”  The non-official committee 
which onquired into the matter, however, found in the course of 
their investigation that the local officials were not at all apprehensive 

a further rush, nor was there any outbreak of cholera among 
t le station staff, and further, the coolies were driven into the 
-(alien premises tho previous night by the authorities themselves.
1 ‘e Committee 6aid that there was no room for doubt that the 
asi-.iu l was a premeditated one and in retaliation for the assault on 
. ,B and Mr. Macpherson. Mr. Akhil Ch. Dutt, the Pre-

sl °! ’■h0 local Congress Committee, who was in the enquiry, 
ivT w h /i • *)o" visional Commissioner, and Mr. Wares, the 
,.lillC,i V 1'E1Str#t0, 1 hese high officials admitted that the coolies 

ir ' " K l-- ''me of the assault, ‘ that they offered or 
cou d o  er no resistance, that no warning was given and no time 
allowed o disperse before tho assault began and that it was done 
1o produce an mpresrtm. It sounded much like the creation of a 

moral tmprevwn ’ j„ the Punjab during the O’Dwyerian Reip 
of 1 error of 1319. A large gathering of poor wretched starvi 
people, practically sleeping with little babes and children and 
invalids, were kicked about in the dead of night and asked to 
ow y nobody knew where. Naturally they remonstrated, speci 
h> females, as Mr. ’'T ares said that the females "ere very truer 

nod would not move on. And for this they had to bo dis- 
by force !

Afior tho perpetration of this unaccounted barbarity, when
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/| 7  THE CUARbPUR GURKHA OUTRAGE fv& U l)
i§Mo> > r d  was thus cleared of the coolies, the officials wiwSfcblir 

\i. djEH^f J!3urkhas left and no thought ori the maimed and injuifed'was^ 
K^heato^d, no medical aid was offered. It was much like Jhallian- 

walla repeated in a miniature Ecale, and the pity of it all was that 
it was done under orders of such a highly popular and TOSpOCtOd 
Indian official aB Mr. K. C. Do.

As said tho Rav, G. F. Andrews : “ I could picture the turmoil
and confusion, tho crying and weeping on that platform, in tho middle 
ot 110 night, under the light of the moon. Women would be dr.igg- 
lng them children here and there separated from their husbands. 
Children would be drivon in ono direction and mothers in another, 
an a tho while the blows wore boing struck to forco tho people to 
move on,

Some of the victims of tho Gurkha outrage were brought before 
mo for inspection. I saw ono poor little girl with her left eye injured 
by a blow, which narrowly missed the eye-ball itself. Two women, 
if I remember rightly, wore also there, one with a bad scalp wound’. 
One weak elderly man was presont also wounded. 1 saw no one 
among the wounded who could have offered resistance. All that 1 
subsequently found out corroborated my first impression, that a 
wicked and an inhuman act had been perpetrated which the people 
of India are not likely soon to forget. If I were to describe it in 
barest outline, it means that human beings in the last stage of misery 
and exhaustion, who should clearly have been objects of tendernoss 
and compassion, were assaulted while they were lying on the railway 
p a mm ate in the night by Gurkha soldiers. They offered uo reeis- 
, ll10.0' ot woak women and children and feeble old men, who were 
too in rm ' o move quickly, were hit over the head and on the body 
vita ta utt-ends of rifles and other weapons in order to force 
• 0 ^ot UP from the ground. I met several Englishmen on ray
“ , neys. o and from Chandpur who had seen with their own eyes 

in coin l ion of i hose poor human wrecks. Thoy expressed to me 
1011 ,ln, l̂ "atIon the thought that Gurkhas could have bent! 

turned loose upon them in tho middle of the night to drivo them 
from one place to another. Wbon I challenged tho Commissioner 
himself, ho acknowledged that bo had pulled ono Gurkh.. soldier ctf 
with his own hands because he found him beating the people 
roughly with his weapon. Tho Commissioner also told me that ho 
had ordered the whistle finally to be blown becaime ho saw tho 
violence that was being used was too great. -This, at least, is on 
acknowledgment of the assault and some sign of repentance. But 
the Government Press Communique by ita white washing account 
and suppression of tho truth reflects no credit upon its author or 
upon the Government whom he represents,
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(5 I JpE”  T ie  Government, not only of Bengal but of India, X@|itB 
V ^ ^ ^ U s  come more and more to side with the vested inteteJa. i 

\ 'wit?' -tlie capitalists, with the rich, with the powerful against the 
pom- and the oppressed. That is the terrible indictment, That is 
why the poor, in their misery, have flocked to the banner of 
Mahatma Gandhi who is himself tho poorest of the poor, and who 
understands his own people. That is why they are even beginning 
to refuse such help as Government itself is still willing to offer. 
There was no more fateful sign of these critical days in which we 
live than that which was told me by an eye-witness at Naihati. 
These poor Assam-returned labourers were actually starving. The 
steaming cooked rice was put before them. But wheu they heard 
that Government had provided it, they refused to touch it. They 
were frightened that it was a plot to bring them back on to tho 
plantations. But when tho Seva Samiti workers brought them 
uncooked rice from the people, they were so ravenous that they 
began to eat the hard rice-grains uncooked.”

Mr. Andrews, who went to Darjeeling some days later to seo 
the Governor and the members of the Bengal Govt, to seek help 
in the way of repatriation of the unfortunate stranded coolies, 
further wrote thus :—

“  Tho autocratic methods of the Bengal Government officials 
and their reliance upon brute force have been exposed. It has been 
shown clearly that the year 1921 in no way differs essentially from 
the year 1919. The so called Dyarchy has boen proved up to the 
;ilt to be the old Autocracy over again, dressed up in a new garment, 

in no single matter wa3 Indian opinion in the Council, or of the 
Executive, of tho slightest account in influencing the actions of Sir 
ileniy \\ heeler. I am taking the test which the new Viceroy has laid 
duv. n, and 1 am judging Sir Henry Wheeler by actions rather than 
by professions. A situation, which should have been dealt with 
primarily >y the Ministry of Health, was taken in hand by the Home 
Department and decided by the Home Department. In Darjeeling I 
was not introduced to a single Indian member for the purpose of 
consultation, The whole matter appeared to be settled by Lord 
Konaldshay, Sir Henry Wheeler, and Mr. Donald— three of my own 
countrymen, Ibis was the attitude there although, to my mind, as 
I have already said, the question was primarily one of public health, 
i do not charge Sir Henry Wheeler or Lord Ronaldshay with cons
ciously and deliberately slighting their Indian colleagues ; but I do 
say that the mentality of autocracy at Darjeeling is still unchanged, 
and that the Responsible Government promised by the Eeforms 
Act—by which ought to be meant respect for Indian opinion and 
Indian initiative,— is still entirely absent.”

TI1E ASSAM COOLIE EXODUS fcH A ^ tlfo
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j f ?  'A . k Y p l ]  THE CHANDPUR GURKHA OUTRAGE 
' • V tyhyft day, May 21st,, there was a complete hartal in th^ewil, 
M^JSfEyL'ja. De, the Commissioner, unmindful of the abject Btate w-fiA—̂  

x\3»oriedolios into which his own action had driven them, cared not 
what happened to them but held out the vulgar threat to fight 
the non-co-operation movement, which according to him was the 
prime causo of all the trouble, with the aid of Gurkhas. On this 
there was a panic in the town and even the ladies cf high families sent 
a joint letter to Mr. De stating that no body really expected him to 
do better but should he think fit to let loose the Gurkhas once more 
in the town, they would die by the c-ido of their husbands and 
sons like their sister in days of yore.

Meanwhile, hartal continued in the town for several days and 
weeks together. All shops were closed, the schools were emptied, 
courts were boycotted by all, the servants of the officials, erpeci- 
ally of Europeans, left, and no food was sold to them; they had to 
secure provision from Calcutta or other places through steamers 
guarded by armed police. The stranded coolies numbering some
4,000 were fed by the people who organised themselves into 
relief parties and relief camp3 and had the coolies sheltered in 
their own premises. The Bengal Government refused to repatriate, 
and Mr. Andrews’ prayer that government should grant Rs. 5,000 
for the purpose to be supplemented by private charity was not 
heeded. The Govt. even forbade railway and steamer companies 
to grant concessions. Cholera 6oon broke out and terrible con
ditions prevailed. Soon, however, public funds poured in, and with 
the help of Mr. Andrews and the Bishop of Assam, who, along with 
his wife showed true Christian charity in looking after the relief 
work and tending the sick and wounded, the local leaders under the 
cad of Mr. Ilardayal Nag wore able at last to send the unfortunate 

people to their homes. Some generous Marwaris of Caloutta cmne 
to the rescue, and one brave Marwari even died from cholera while 
tending the sick. Bengalee volunteers from Comilla and other dis 
tricts poured iu and such government help as was ordinarily avail
able, though scant and grudgingly given, was soon dismissed.

 ̂ Sir Henry \\ heeler came down from Darjeeling and visited 
Chandpur on tho ‘_’9th May. Ho wont round the various camps and 
the hospitals. His investigation lasted for 3 days and on Juno 7th 
his report was out. It was, as waB to be expected, a heartless 

white-washing ’ report. He condoned the use of force on the coolies, 
maintained his partisan spirit against labour and non-co-operation, 
and threw all the blame on the latter. The official and non-official 
reports on this alfuir are giveu in full in the 2nd Vol. (Pp. 755 — 79).

The A. B. Kailway Strike
The reoult of the Gurkha outrage at Chandpur was a long



f f r & r S ' l\ TH E  A ‘ B ~ R Y ‘ S T ltIK E  ( n rI® idntl&i RlUway and Steamer strike in East Bengal. On MaXJSytm 
vr^tp^ayw/ay staff at Ghandpur and Laksbam, an important jurkdlclLJ 

station, went on sympathetic strike. There wore rumours of Gurkha 
assault. The Railway Union at Chittagong, the headquarters of 
the Railway, met on the 25th and after a prolonged sitting declared 
a general sympathetic strike to last till the question of repatriation 
of the coolies was justly settled by the Government. Mass meetings 
were held the same evening and on the following days when universal 
sympathy was held out to the Chandpur people and collections were 
made to help tho stranded coolies. On the 28th a ladies’ meeting 
was also held at Chittagong whore ornaments were freely pulled out 
and given over in sympathy for the strikers and the coolies, Foaring 
disturbance, or making a show of the fear, the authorities brought 
in a platoon of 33 Gurkhas to protect the Railway workshop at 
Pahartali and the European bunglows. On the 27th May the men 
of the Steamer service joined the sympathetic strike as the Socre" 
tary of tho Soratig’s Association, M. Abdul Majid, was arrestje 
on some pretext only 2 days before. By tho 28th May the whom 
Railway lino was deserted, and Chittagong town went on hartal. onl 

The whole laud and water traffic route of East Bengal was ,̂a] 
deadlock for some months together. Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta 
Chittagong and Mr. C. R. Das with a large number of voluntef^ 
organised this huge strike and kept it going in wonderful ord ',7 
Some of the improvised means of communication amongst t i^  
sympathisers and followers of non-co-operation were marvellous f 
their eiiiciency. A cycle post was established throughout the wiu- 
tract. A water-transport system was evolvod. These not only pro
duced a deadlock of the Government institutions but also showed 
the ingenuity of tho people to replace them if need be. On 
June 7t.h the Railway authorities gave tho men an ultimatum 
and new recruits were admitted replacing the old staff wholesale. 
Ihi3 led to trouble. The new recruits had to ily away. Markets 
wore closod acaiust them ; menials refused to serve them. The 
whole inland transport trade of Bengal lay standstill. On July 2nd 
an influential deputation of Indian Commercial men and Moderates, 
headed by Rai Jaiuki N. Rny Bahadur, waited upon the Governor, 
Lord Ronaldshay, imploring him to intercede, but they were curtly 
told to help themselves. Eirly in August several trains were wreck
ed. Government then began repression and by the middle of 
September the trike collapsed and work was resumed gradually.



m  n <s l
Bezwada N -C -0  Programme

The repressive measures adopted by the Government all round 
5 more and more goading Congress men to despair, and the whole 
itry was throbbing with expectations for a definite lead from the 
gress. Resistance was in the air, and the more ardent spirits 
ngst the national workers were beginning to feel that the 
raint put upon thorn by the Congress was too irksome. The 
o dashful moslems were getting impatient to declare a jehad. 
March 28th Moslem Divines mot at a Conference (Jamial ul ultma) 
Bareilly and Moulana Murtaza Hassan and others delivered 

fax." Resolutions were passed affirming that Mussalmans who 
were still working against the safety of the Kbilafat and the Holy 
places and still co-operating with the enemies of Islam were within 
the purview or Zajar and Tajers (punitive measures) and declaring 
that the complete independence of India was essential for the inte
grity of the Islamic shariat and their religious susceptibilities. It was 
further declared that for the time being milder efforts like non-co- 
operation should be continued till independence was achieved. Re
cruiting for the Army, specially for the Moslem units, it was urged, 
should be boycotted, and the Ulemas (Moslem Divines) prepared 
themselves for a wholesale religious propaganda to emanate from a 
central and powerful college of priests whose decrees would be bind
ing on Moslems of India as a whole. This was the starting point of 
that formidable combination of 500 Ulemas of India which later on 
issued a fativa or religious decree declaring it sinful for a moslem to 
serve in the British Army.

It was under such circumstances that the leaders of the Non co- 
opera ion movement wore called upon to divert the popular mind tu 
a more fruitful and constructive channel. The All-India Congress 
Committee was hastily called and it began its historic meeting at 
Bezwada, Madras Presidency, on March 31st 1921. The opinion 
was fast gaining ground that a lead of civil disobedience may be at 
once given by the Congress, so that tho resultant Government ro- 
pression against Congress-men may spend itself out before Swaraj 
id the next 4 months ” may even become remotoly capablo of achieve
ment. An hnperium in impn io, a Swaraj State living within and 
flourishing upon the bigger adventitious State of British India, was 
fa3t capturing tho popular mind, and this was sought to be debated 
thread bare before tho Congress Committee.

T h e  A l l - I n d i a  C o n g r e s s  C o m m i t t e e  w h i c h  s a t  a t  B e z w a d a  w a s  
a n  u n iq u e  g a t h e r i n g .  S o  g r o a t  w a g  t h e  n a t i o n a l  feo l iu f .  w o r k i n g  
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' • V git the masses even at this early stage of the N-C-0 progrwS<hal 
V^^tSS&w^fe 200,000 people, depleting scores oi villages from adiska/ofLM 
^^S'lg^uiiles all around, poured into the little town to have a d̂arshan 

(audience) of the great Mahatma and his co-workers. 1 hough a 
committee meeting, it looked very much like a special session of tt 
Congress. All the great leaders, including Mr. C. R. Das fr 
Bengal, Lala Lajpat Rai from Punjab, Pundit Motilal Nehru fr 
the United Provinces, Mr, Kasturiranga Aiyangar from Madr 
Mr. Kelkar from Poona, Mr. Tyabji from Baroda, Mr. Yijiaragha 
chariar from Salem, in all more than 50 out of a total of 170 memR 
were present. The most important result of the meeting was tt 
aggressive and mass civil disobedience was, on the persuasion of !• 
Gandhi, postponed till the subordinate Congress organisations we 
perfected.

Business began with the consideration of draft resolutions pro* 
pared and proposed by Mahatma Gandhi in regard to the further 
programme of Congress work and organisation.

Mr. Gandhi in proposing the first resolution for adoption mado 
a lucid and dear statement of the present situation.

The First Resolution—Mer Money & Munitions
The resolution runs as follows :—

1 In the opinion of the All-India Congress Committee all organisations 
and workers should concentrate their attention chiefly upon—

(a) bringing the AU-Iudia Tilak Memorial Swaraj Fund to one crore of 
rupees and before l-Oth June nest each Congress province to collect in the ratio 
of its population ;

trr) putting in Congress registers ore crore of members in pursuance of the 
constitution and before bOtb June next each province to contribute the number 
of membra in lhu ratio of its population ;

i intrui.uciiig into villages and houses 20 lakhs of Chaikas (spinning- 
i.eel..) in good working order and before 30th June neat each province to intro

duce the number of Chabkas in the ratio of its population.
He pointed out that id respect of their propaganda upon which 

they had so far concentrated, namely giving up of titlos, councils, 
educational institutions and courts, there was no netd for further 
concentration thereou and he considered that the success already 
achieved therein was in every wsy satisfactory. Whatever bo the 
number of students who had given up college, or of lawyers who 
bad given up practice, the Congress had achieved the real object of 
the prop iganda, namely, the demolition of the preetigo of these 
institutions of the bureaucratic Government of the country. Most 
of those who yet continued in schools or in courts were fully con
vinced of the principle for which Congress has fought, although for 
a variety of reasons they w6re not able to give effect to the resolu
tion immediately. The Congross may therefore well trust to time

j f  S f l A %  ALL-IN DIA  CONGRESS COMMITTEE [be/ y* W
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(I  ̂ JjffitM Movement to work its way folly. He therefore poinlgfrilit 
V i x S S w ' ;  wder to achieve the programme of Swaraj within the vil io i 
" x%,f .wrt '̂, ’e<̂  *n Nagpur Congress resolution, they should now 

itrate upon those part.» 0f which would directly lead the 
of this country to its realisation.

. . .  ^ 0  awa^e,,’ r|g of the masses, he said, was phenomenal and 
vbile the masses wore fully alive to the urgent need of realisation oi 
owaraj, the leaders were lagging behind. It was, therefore, neces
sary to give form and sbqjj0 to the aspirations of the masses. Their 
aspiiations for Swaraj Were based upon the very definite perception 
that without Swaraj their condition could not improve and the 
direct means of improving their condition was to enable them to 

and feed themse]ves. It was for this purpose that he felt 
(hat the Oharka mov0m0nt was full of the utmost/poientialiiies in 
the winning of Swajaj, if the masses were enabled to perceive 
that situation and U3 realise that by securing their economic inde
pendence through tjj0 use 0f the spinning wheel in their houses so 
as to obtain the fhaximum of production and wherewithal to food 
aud clothe themsejves, it would immediately have the effect of mat 
ing them feel that they were no longer dependent on foreigners for 
heir livelihood and progress. It would also effect a complote 

economic boycott 0f the most important of foreign imports of the 
country. If th;s wa8 achieved, Swaraj could be considered to have
'em) realised. That was why he desired that the Oharka move

ment shouhj b0 prossed forward>
neod d ° ‘ ^er tbat ^ is  propaganda might succeed, workers were 
tion °l if '̂0,lgreS9 organisations should bo thoroughly put into opera- 
ed bef ’ 13 t*le r080*ut' on insisted, one crore oi rupees was collect- 
one Sc.°r0 fĉ 8 ^una' as h® was quite hopeful it would he, and
reri / r0r? of *^8 manhood and womanhood of the country were 
.n ’ n fret‘ af  p on8r6ssmen, there could be no more patent proof of 

a ness of the people for Swaraj than of their ability to achieve 
c torough the Congress organisation itself.

Mr. C. R. Dasa from Bengal in seconding the resolution poibted 
out that he was one of those who did not at first take to the spin- 
n!ng w|'ee kmdly, but ho found by actual experience that the spin- 
ning wheel movement was in every way calculated to achieve their 
object of Swaraj. If Swaraj meant that India should he self- 
contained and self-sufficient, it was desirable that her people roust 
be made to understand how they could do so. He considered the 
spinning wheel as a most simple, honest and straight proposition 
whiih could be put before tbo masses and taken to by them < y 
He was asked, he said, to define Swaraj many times. Ho desired 
to say that there bad been a good deal of neodloss dismission over

*21  ̂ Me n , Mo n ey  & m u n itio n s  C r ^ i '



I = ( it; iL Swaraj did not moan ai'.v particular system of Gove\Jtojpfit 
. wwih tBo Congress might argue about or settle. Swaraj whsT A  J 

' ri£bt of the pooplo to determine their own affairs and tho’ 
nrrmof Government. It was the freedom to so determine th- 
stituted Swaraj. It was futile to discusa particular forms o f . a aj, 
Their idea in asking pooplo to taka to the Charka was not based 
upon any desire to enter into competition with foreign capitalist 
production, either from without or froiP within. Their idea was 
to enable the people to understand and fashion for themselves their 
economic life and utilise to their level best the spare time of thoir 
families and all opportunities with a view to create more economic 
good for themselves and improve thoir own condition. He empha
sised that collection of a croro of rupees and a crore of members on 
the roll would be the most signal proof of tbP ability of tho people 
to realiso and exercise their right of Swaraj.

Mr. Jamnadas Mehta pointed out that, in s° far “ a the spinning- 
wheel movement was intended as the means of (displacing the import 
of foreign cloth into India, a moro efficacious method would be to see 
that all yarn produced in India was used entirely for the production 
uf clothes needed for this country. If proper step8 were taken that 
no yarn produced in this country was exported ?nd all available 
yarn was used for production of indigenous clotb, fbe boycott could 
be easily effected. He quoted figures of the import and export of 
j arn and cloth in support of his statement.

hala Lajpat Raj, Mr. C. R. Dass and other promipent loaders 
then addressed the meeting and urged that what was thPr> needed 
w i.3 a perfected Congress organisation, which meant atiiPl® ‘men, 
money, and munitions’ , and that was all that the resolution 
demanded. After further discussion the resolution was carried-

The Second Resolution—On Civil Disobedience

t.f officials In  CoDgrt'BB Committee '8 of opinion that the orders
„f repression are }jravlDcl'f' vuimat Non-co-operators in pursuit of the poliC-y 

I  lly ““warranted by the situation iu the country and ar«
in « r r r  y th,: y * * ,egai o',h‘inu to «» mH*.• , , 1 H omiuittfn believe that the country ban responded in a

, ?  ,u raailIU>T and the faro of prav- provocation’by Government to tho 
V ’ , ",f no"-v , ! > l jom.sl by Con press in the country’s pursuit after 
ri a a raj and redress of ivhilafat and Panjab wrongs—

(<:) Hits Committee is of opinion that, span from the fact that Civil Dis- 
«**l>r<*Sbly comprised in rhe Congress resolution relating to

n r s  —  I n " 1'1 8 m ‘ ye* tufEd"“Uy disciplined, organised or np for Hie immediate taking up of civil disobedience.
"F: Committee, by way of preparation, therefore advises all th -sc upon 

wnom ordi rBrnav be served voluntarily to conform to them and trusts that now
»nd M at Tho nwW ‘ m  ,,U“  °* ‘J10*5 »l»o may b.- disable.i by the Qovenim.nt, 
»p 11 1 18 • peopj . at large ins.iad of becoming disheartened or fright: u-.d by

' C0l% \
A L L -iN b iA  CONGHESS COMMITTEE [bi^ Q î
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■,ld resolution on the question of tbe repressive policy 
-.rent and the expediency and propriety of offering civil 

1,100 was the pivot of the Conference. Round it flourished 
■ tost difference of opinion aud a heated debate went on for 
tirao. Tho younger and more ardent people wanted civil 

t tonco to bo started at once, even though they wero not well 
irod for tho struggle. The older people headed by the great 

.. alma, howover, stressed not so much on their unpreparedness
d.. 0 1 Ul ,l0"r Viceroy, Lord Reading, some time to take in the
81 ua ion m tho country irj its proper light before any aggressive move 
was decided upon by them.

Mr Gandhi pointed out that, in deference to the ruling of tho 
chan that civil disobodience as such was not in express terms 
recommended by tho Nagpur Congress and was not within the 
four corners of the resolution on Non-co-operation, he proposed that 
the All-India Congress Committee in this matter should only express 
its opinion in tho form of advice, in order that the country might 
have a lead from the Committee. Tbe question of civil disobedience 
had been raised in several quarters in consequence of the deliberate 
repressive action of Government against nou-cooperators. lie 
roferred at length to the entirely illegal and unjustifiable character 
of several proceedings taken by the authorities in several provinces 
and pointed out how wonderfully the people had conformed to non- 

oven under grave provocation. Nevertheless ho felt that 
the Committee should not recommend civil disobedience suggested 
in the form which was understood by those who advocated it. Though 
ii was true that non-payment of taxes was one form of civil disobe- 
iniTi 't ?onten)P|ated by the Congress resolutions, yet it was not 

!*t0d as part of ft programme of civil disobedience against Goveru- 
T'h j Ul reepeo,i °f particular laws or orders, lawful or otherwise.

e scheme f civil disobedience which he had practised in South 
, nca ? ' ‘d developed in his own mind was one which could not yet 

6 Put into operation. If tbe oouutry was organised and restrained 
so thoroughly as he desired, it would then be time enough to put 

into operation. As it was, he considorod that notwithstanding 
he great progress of non violence among the people, there was 

still an dement of what he would, for want of a better term, call mob 
aw,n°t iii the wrong sense but in the sense that the people had 

not yet so thoroughly disciplined themselves as to restrain themselves 
when th"ir dearest wishes were violated or wbeu tbeir great loaders 
Wi lo snatched away to prison under the most provocative circum
stances. Jntil, therefore, they were able to self control themselves

' 7 r a  DISOBEDIENCE C c W 'J
I I MS' ) 1, , -o their work of quiet organisation and ccn^gi£t|on

\ • y  J  • /  -ti8 resolution. I i



r. V pC^ctly. they should not initiate civil diso,. i
he was glad to note that the people were in a iai. (
however, any person took upon himself the responsible 
civil disobedience to particular orders or law3 which he 
tiously thought he could not obey, as for example in the ct 
Yakub Hasan, he was at liberty to do so. But he might do 
on bis own responsibility and not in the name of the Congress.

After a heated debate the resolution was passed and civ 
obedience was postponed for the time.

Next day April 1st. 1921, the All-India Congress Committ6 
re assembled to complete their work on the agenda. Buforo the 
proceedings commenced some time was given to the Municipal Couu* 
oil, Bezwada, who had come there to present their address of wel
come to Mahatma Gandhi. Mr. D. V. Haunmanta Kao, Chairman, 
read the address to which Mahatma Gandhi gavo a suitablo reply in 
which he emphasised the need of the Municipal Councils adopting 
the policy of the Congress for the attainment of Swaraj. He showed 
how valuable the support and the work of the Municipal Councils 
would be in the programme of work now before the country for the 
realisation of Swaraj and referred to the examples of Nadiad, 
Ahmedabad and Surat. Ha exhorted them to help in the collection 
of the Tilak Swaraj Fund and the organisation of the Congress 
Committees,

Congress Sablias.
When the meeting began the adjourned discussion on the 

resolution moved by Mahatma Gandhi the previous evening was 
resumed. The resolution was to the effect that the All-India 
Congress Committee was of opinion that iri the organisation of Con
gress Sabhas under the new constitution, no person who does not 
conform to the resolution on Non-co-operation specially applicable to 
himself should hold any office therein. Mahatma Gandhi in urging 
the proposition observed that though the enforcing of such a resolu
tion might be difficult and unpleasant, it was a duty that had to be 
faced and overcome by those who had to bring into being the new 
constitution. It seemed to him that while the masses of the country 
and Congressmen were overwhelmingly in favour of Non co-operation, 
it was right that thoso who were not prepared to give effect to it In 
their own porson and conduct should not be asked to control the 
working of the Congress organisations.

Mr. V. Kamjdoss Pantalu raised a point of order and observed 
Urat the passing of such a resolution would be inconsistent with the 
Congress constitution and would not be within the competence of the 
All-India C G 3 s  Committee. The constitution having defined

( i ( \ ^ X \ \  A t L - t m u  c On g R U s s  CC f n y



0 N  C 1 V 1 L  d i s o b e d i e n c e  ( A ' t 1
I = 1 ttoiwuaiificatioriB °£ Congressmen and having imposed no Sia^sfi- 

’vlpon any of them to serve on the executive of anyko/AaJ 
Congees/ organisations, it was not competent for the All-India 
Congress Committee to frame a rule disqualifying particular Congress 
men from holding offices. All that the constitution required of the 
Congressmen was that they should sign the creed and accept the 
constitution, and any one who did so was entitled to be elected to 
the Congress office, and it was not for the All-India Congress Com
mittee  ̂ to impose any restrictions of the hind proposed, however 
much it may be desirable that those who were not in favour of tbe 
accepted policy of the Congress should not undertake any executive 
office which might involve the carrying out of itB resolutions.

1 11 ltd it Molilal Nehru in supporting Mr. Gandhi pointed out 
that the resolution would only operate as a recommendation and 
would not render void tbe election of anyone in violation of such 
resolution. He considered it desirable that such a lead as Mr. 
Gandhi proposed should be given by the All-India Congress Com
mittee to the country in this matter.

Mr. N. C. Kellcer observed that even if such a resolution was 
technically in order it was not right and it was beyond the legitimate 
exercise of the powers of the All-India Congress Committee to sack 
to impose restrictions of the kind suggested, and be had no doubt 
that the electors could be well trusted to exercise their rights 
properly.

Mr. A. Rangaewami Aiyangar, who raised the point of order 
and strongly opposed, observed that the resolution would be 
clearly ultra vires of the Committee as it wpuld be an infraction 
o{ the right of the Congress electors as such and the imposition of 
an unjustifiable restriction on the freedom of their choice of their 
° 'vn office-bearers, Tbo All India Congress Committee, ha remark
ed, stood in the place of the Congress between its annual sessions, 
and any restrictions passed by the Committee would be considered 
to be in the nature of a mandate oi the Congress itself— the man- 
date in the present case being an alteration of the constitution in 
fundamental matters, viz , the rights of election and candidature 
for offices, Such an alteration can only be made in accordance wiih 
the procedure for the alteration of tho Congress constitution and 
this was beyond the powors of tho Committee. Further the restric
tions proposed wore absolutely unnecessary having regard to the 
work on which I be Committee had resolved to concentrate itself 
solely in the next throe months, v iz , that mentioned in the first 
resolution. For such comprehensive work it was necessary to onlisi 
the services of as many Congress workers as would sincerely and 
legitimately co oporate in it, and ho urged that the good sense of



l \  tlji%le9t&i^3 as well as those who might aspire for offices miglrplljB1 
V'^ksEfldjK'p̂ liod upon to avoid the contingency of insincere people *

ing in to lead the Congress movement.
Mr. S. Kasturiranga Aiyangar said that the resolution was 

opposed to both the letter and tho spirit of the constitution, it 
would in effect, he Baid, create two classes of Congress within the 
Congress fold, viz. those general Congressmen who accepted the 
creed and conformed to the constitution, and a special group of 
Congressmen who by reason of special qualifications had the sole 
right of being office bearers or workers in the Congress organisations.
It was extremely undesirable that any such distinctions should be 
created or encouraged, and he appealed to Mahatma Gandhi not to 
press ior it.

Mahatma Gandhi replying to the debato said he felt the force 
of the subtle and suggestive arguments advanced by Mr. S, 
Kasturiranga Aiyangar and realised the difficulties he bad indicated. 
But he observed that was the very reason why as staunch Congress
men they should face them and overcome them instead of avoid
ing them.

There was a strong opposition to the Mahatma’s proposal and 
after a longthy discussion the mattor was adjourned to the end of 
the agenda, and finally the consideration of the proposition itself 
wa;, on the intervention of the President, deferred for the time.

Other resolutions passed are : —
HI. The All-India Congress Committee congratulates the country on the 

rapid progress made in the organisation of panchayats, and tru-ts that people 
will make - t il greater efforts to boycott Government law-courts.

IV. This Congress Committee congratulates the country on its spontaneous 
response to tie- principle of self-puritieation underlying tue movement of non
violent Non-co-operation by taking up the campaign against the' drink evil 
and trusts tiiat the habit of taking intoxicating drinks and drugs will totally 
disappear trum the land by the persistent and continued efforts of stlf-sacrificmg 
workers.

V. The AH India Cungrcss Committee expresses its 6ense of horror over the 
Nankana Mas-acre and tenders its respectful condolence to the famili- s of the 
victims of the tragedy and assures the Sikhs of its sympathy with them in the 
heavy losses suffered by them.

VI. TiliB meeting of the All-India Congress Committee congratulates the 
Burmese nation in tiu-ir great struggle for freedom and sympathises with them 
and with 11. Ottama in their trouble enatud by repressive measures adopted by 
tile Government

VII. The All-India Congress Committee congratulates all those who arc 
suffering by way of imprisonment or otherwise in the cause of r. li gion and 
India’s freedom.

Mahatma Gandhi’s Tour.
Immediately after the Bezwada meeting the leaders dispersed 

to their respective provinces to take up the work delineated by the 
(Jommjttce »ud to build up district and village organisations on the

■ g°5pX  i
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i f  W RW X] THE BEZWADA UK SOLUTIONS (rtf3
' • V I. ‘̂J Congress mandate, Mahatma Gandhi toured in the

collecting funds and delivering the message ot-̂ LTO ~* 
xJjGongjit^s. On April 8th. before a mass meeting in Madras presided 

over bj Mr. C. Rajagopalaehariar and attended by Congress leaders 
the Mahatma delivered an important address on the Bezwada resolu
tions which is reproduced below : —

I hope that it is time India will recognise that foreign cloth 
ts a badge of our slavery, that foreign cloth is a badge of the degra
dation of Islam in India. I  he more I think of the salvation of 
India, economic, political, moral and religious, the more I think of 
'ho Khilafat question, the more 1 am convinced that if the Khilafat 
wrong is to be redressed through India, through the Hindus and 
■ lussalmans of India, if India is to gain Swaraj during this year, at 
least, we owe it to the Motherland that we discard the use of foreign 
c oth, no matter at what cost. As Moulana Muhammad Ali in 
one of his recent speeches in Calcutta remarked : ‘ a hundred years 
sHv ivy'’101'6 We so'd a" ay the spinning wheel and we purchased our

Spinning
I want, therefore, to invite your attention to the most potent 

?̂.r 0 , 9 Ies°hition arrived at by the All-India Congress Committee
a er ie programme of Non-cooperation bad worked for so many 
" ' ' 1  . - we 'vant crore of rupees before the 30t.b June, we

or anv ,v,n ,°krder Prom,,rB deputations to England or America 
want t W  i  6 VVOr,d’ ,10t for a"J- ^reign propaganda, but wo

, noney and more for introducing the spinning-wheel into 
S  l,‘ lnd'*\ We want that money in order to pay a mere
breadth of the n J " '  Wj m wil! g0 out throughout the length and 

, . av*da land to introduce the spinning-wheel. Only
few vi 1 y ‘  T ' "  and had the honour of visiting

ag8S. w ela even to-day our sisters are spinning beautiful 
fi e yarn not for money hut for love. 1, therefore, hope that if you
red l''° 9 i?lv,S-w  ' n attaining Swaraj during this year, in
redressing the Khilafat wrong and the Punjab wrong, you will make 
dunng th,* sacred National week a fixed determination to throw 
away all the foreign cloths that you may possess, 1 hold it to be a 
crime to see an .neb of foreign cloth in our mosques. I am glad to 
note that the more we make progress, the more convinced our 
countrymen are that the success of our battle depends mainly, if not 
solely, upon non-violence.

Non-violence
In my opinion our non-violence is the groatest part of our 

Non co operation, but our non-violence will have to stand tb; 
10(a)



• s t  .‘’sjtreaa a n d  t h e  g r e a t e s t  s t r a in  t h a t  m i g h t  b e  p u t  u p w » i | .
X ^ N B I ^ j u s t  h e a r d  t h a t  s o m e w h e r e  in  M a la b a r  a N o n - o o  opera -nt^?-^  

^ ^ L h S i ^ n a d  t o  w i t n e s s  v i o l e n c e  u n p r o v o k e d  d o n e  t o  h is  s o n  b y  s o m e  
p o l i c e - m e n .  1 shall  st i l l  h o p e  t h a t  t h e  s t o r y  is  u n t r u e ,  t h a t  t h e r e  is  
s o m e  d e f e c t  s o m e w h e r e  a b o u t  t h e  e v i d e u c e  c o l l e c t e d  b y  f r i e n d s  w h o  
b r o u g h t  th e  t h i n g  t o  m y  n o t i c e .  B u t  le t  u s  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  s u c h  
a  t i l in g  is  n o t  im p o s s ib l e  u n d e r  th is  G o v e r n m e n t ,  o r  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  
a n y  o t h e r  G o v e r n m e n t .  W e  h a d  t o o  m u c h  o f  i t  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  
t h e  m a r t ia l  l a w  in t h e  P u n j a b  t w o  y e a r s  a g o ,  a n d  t h e  g r e a t e s t  t i m e  
o f  o u r  t r i u m p h  w i l l  b e  o n l y  w h e n  w e  c a n  s t a n d  t o r t u r e s  w i t h o u t  
r e t u r n i n g  a n y  v i o l e n c e  w h a t s o e v e r .  T h i s  G o v e r n m e n t  m u s t  e i t h e r  
r e p e n t  o f  t h e  v i o l e n t  w r o n g s  d o n e  t o  I n d i a ,  o r  i t  m u s t  h o l d  I n d i a  
b y  a  s y s t e m  o f  t e r r o r is m .  I t  w a s  o n l y  w h e n  I  c a m e  t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  
t h a t  D y e r i s t n  o r  O ’ D y e r i s m  w a s  n o t  an i s o la t e d  p h e n o m e n o n ,  b u t  
t h a t  i t  w a s  a  s e t t l e d  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  b e n t  u p o n  h o l d i n g  
I n d i a  a t  a n y  c o s t ,  t h a t  I c a l le d  i t  a  S a t a n i c  s y s t e m  o f  G o v e r n m e n t .  
B u t  t o  N o n - c o  o p e r a t o r s  t h e r e  is o n l y  o n e  r o a d  l e f t  o p e n ,  a n d  t h a t  
is t o  t u r n  t h e  s e a r c h l ig h t  i n w a r d ,  t o  p u r i f y  o u r s e l v e s ,  t o  e x e r c i s e  t h e  
g r e a t e s t  r e s t r a i n t  u n d e r  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p r o v o c a t i o n .  T h e r e f o r e  1 a s k  
fa t h o r s  o f  b o y s  w h o  are  d o i n g  a n y  N o n - c o  o p e r a t i o n ,  a n d  I a s k  N o n -  
c o - o p e r a t o r s  t h e m s e l v e s  w h o  a r e  a c t i v e l y  e n g a g e d  in  p r o p a g a n d a ,  to  
u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  i f  t h e y  c o n t i n u e  t h is  w o r k ,  t h e y  s h o u l d  d o  so  k n o w 
i n g  t h a t  t h e y  m i g h t  b e  s u b je c t e d  t o  v i o l e n c e ,  a n d  e v e n  t h e n  t h e y  
are  n o t  t o  r e t o r t .  I f  I n d i a  c a n  o n l y  e x e r c i s e  s e l f - r e s t r a i n t  d u r i n g  
t h is  y e a r  o f  p r o b a t i o n  a n d  p u r i f i c a t io n  f o r  h e r ,  I  a s s u r e  y o u  t h a t  I 
c a n  s e e  n o t h i n g  t h a t  ca n  p r e v e n t  o u r  o n w a r d  m a r c h  a n d  e s t a b l i s h i n g  
S w a r a j  in  I n d i a  d u r i n g  t h is  y e a r .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i f  y o u  b e l i e v e  in  
G o d — a n d  n o  N o n - c o - o p e r a t o r  c a n  b e  a rea l  N o n - c o - o p e r a t o r  w h o  
d o e s  n o t  b e l i e v e  in  G o d — if y o u  b e l i e v e  in  G o d ,  d u r i n g  t h i s  w e e k *  
o f  p ra ye r ,  p u r i f i c a t io n  a n d  sa c r i f i c e  y o u  w i l l  c o n c e n t r a t e  y o u r  p r a y e r  
t o  G o d  t h a t  H e  m a y  g i v e  e v e r y  o n e  o f  us , t h e  w h o le  o f  I n d i a ,  t h e  
p o w e r  t o  b e a r  all t h e  v i o l e n c e  t h a t  th is  G o v e r n m e n t  m a y  c h o o s e  t o  
s u b j e c t  us  t o .  I t  ia i n f in i t e ly  m o r e  n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  w e ,  N o n - c o -  
o p e r a t o r s ,  s h o u ld  c o n t r o l  o u r  s p e e c h ,  c o n t r o l  all  o u r  m o v e m e n t s ,  a n d  
f r e e  t h e m  o v e n  f r o m  a n y  d a n g e r  o r  a n y  s m e l l  o f  v i o l e n t  t in t .  If  w o  
s h o u l d  b u t  c o n t i n u e  a l o n g  th is  c o u r s e  o f  p u r i f i c a t io n ,  t o  u s o  t h e  
e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  la te  P r e s i d e n t  K r u g e r ,  w e  sh all  s t a g g e r  h u m a n i t y  
d u r i n g  t h is  year ,  fo r  w b a t  is  i t  t h a t  w e  h a v e  s e e n  o f  t h is  r e p r e s s i o n  
n o t  m e r e l y  in t h e  M a d r a s  P r e s i d e n c y  b u t  in  t h e  C e n t r a l  P r o v i n c e s ,  
in  t h e  U n i t e d  P r o v i n c e s ,  a n d  in  t h e  o t h e r  p a r ts  o f  I n d i a l  I n  s p i t e  
o f  t h e  d o n i a l  o f  S i r  W i l l i a m  V i n c e n t ,  I a m  h e r e  t o  say  t h a t  t h e  
t e m p e r a n ce  c r u s a d e  in  t h e  C e n t r a l  P r o v i n c e s  h a s  b e c o m e  a  c r i m e .

Anril Gth to 13th is observed as a National Week all over India as it was 
during this week that the Punjab massacre of 1919 was perpetrated.
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TEE BEZlVADA INVOLUTIONS
;- •'■"Oi.̂ lieni they talk of putting dovn Non-co-operation by all 

\ ^ m ^ y talk ° f  PuOLig down home-spinning and putting i o t r O « L - i  
a re  s h o w i n g  a t e p  b y  s t e p  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  o u r  

s o I L p u r i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  G o v e r n m e n t  c a n  h o l d  I n d i a  in  b o n d a g e  
o n l y  o n  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  i t s  A b k a r i  r e v e n u e ,  o n l y  o n  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  
t h e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  I n d i a  t h r o u g h  L a n c a s h i r e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  I w o u l d  
t u g ?  e v e r y  o n e  o f  y o u  t o  s t e r i l i s e  t h e  a c t i v i t y  o f  t h i s  G o v e r n m e n t  
? ° " ' InS  t o  t h e  w h o l e  o f  I n d i a ,  b y  s h o w i n g  t o  t h e  M o d e r a t e  o r  

J' l0™  P a r ty  t h a t  w h e n  t h e y  a s s o c i a t e  w i t h  t h i s  G o v e r n m e n t ,  
an s u p p o r t  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  r e p r e s s i o n  i n a u g u r a t e d  b y  t h is  G o v e r n m e n t  

e y  ( o  n o  want. h , o n - c o  o p e r a t i o n i s t a  t o  c a r r y  o n  t h e  c a m p a i g n  o f  
e m  p c  r a n e e ,  o  c a r r y  o n  t h e  m e s s a g e  o f  g o o d - w i l l ,  th e  m e s s a g e  o f  

h a p p in e s s ,  t h e  m e s s a g e  o f  c h a s t i t y  o f  t h e  w o m e n  o f  I n d i a  w h i c h  t h e  
s p i n n i n g - w h e e l  ca r r te s  D a y  b y  d a y  w e  a r e  h a v i n g  an  o c u l a r  
d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  G o v e r n m e n t  h a s  n o  i n h e r e n t  
s t r e n g t h  o r  v i t a l i t y .  I t  d e r i v e s  i t s  s t r e n g t h  o u t  o f  o u r  w e a k n e s s e s  
I t  t h r i v e s  u p o n  o u r  d i s s e n s io n s .  The H i n d u - M u s l i m  d i s u n i o n  a n d
q u a r r e l s  n o  l o n g e r  s u p p l y  f o o d  f o r  t h i s  G o v e r n m e n t .  N o w  t h i s  
G o v e r n m e n t ,  I  see  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d ,  i3 t r a d i n g  u p o n  d i s u n i o n  
b e t w e e n

Brahmans and Non-Brahmans
“ I f  t h is  N o n  c o - o p e r a t i o n  m o v e m e n t  i s  a  B r a h m a n a  m o v e -  

m e n t — t h e  r e m e d y  is  i n c r e d i b l y  s im p le ,  b e c a u s e  B r a h m a n s  w a n t  n o  
l o a v e s  a n d  fish es  i f  t h e y  a r e  N o n - c o - o p e r a t o r s .  B u t  l e t  u s  m a k e  
b a s t e  t o  p a t c h  u p  o n r  q u a r r e l s  as  w e  h a v e  p a t c h e d  u p  t h e  H i n d u -  
M u e l im  q u a r r e l s .  I  w i s h  t o  r e p e a t  wh at.  I s a id  t o  a  s e l e c t  a u d i e n c e  
o f  s t u d e n t s  o f  L a w  s o m e  t im e  a g o  in  M a d r a s .  1 h a v e  n o t  a  s h a d o w  

d o u b t  t h a t  H i n d u i s m  o w e s  its all t o  t h e  great, t r a d i t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  
j b 'a h m a n s  h a v e  l e f t  f o r  H i n d u i s m .  T h e y  h a v e  l e f t  a  l e g a c y  f o r  
I n d i a  f o r  w h i c h  e v e r y  I n d i a n ,  n o  m a t t e r  t o  w b a t  varna h e  m a y  
be lon g,  o w e s  a d e e p  d e b t  o f  g r a t i t u d e .  H a v i n g  s t u d i e d  th e  
h is to r y  o f  a l m o s t  e v e r y  r e l i g i o n  in t h e  w o r l d ,  i t  i s  m y  s e t t l e d  
c ° n v i c t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  is n o  o t h e r  c la ss  in  t h e  w o r l d  t h a t  h a s  
e c c e p t e d  p o v o r t y  a n d  6 e l f - e f fa c e m e n t  as  i t s  l o t .  I  w o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  
Urge  —  a  N o n - B r a h m a n a  m y s e l f — all  N o n - B r a h m a n s  w h o  m a y  c o m  
P ose  thia a u d i e n c e  a n d  a ll  N o n - B r a b m a n s  w h o m  m y  v o i c e  m a y  r e a c h ,

!)a t  t h e y  w i l l  m a k o  a f u n d a m e n t a l  e r r o r  i f  t h e y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e y  
b e t t e r  t b e i r  p o s i t i o n  b y  d e c r y i n g  B r a h m a n i s m .  E v e n  in  ( h i s  

' la ck  a g e ,  t r a v e l l i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  l e n g t h  arid b r o a d t h  o f  L .d i a ,
1 n o t i c e  th a t  t h e  B r a h m a n s  t a k e  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  in  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e  
ar|d  s e l f - e f f a c e m e n t .  I t  i3 t h e  B r a b m a u s  all  o v e r  I n d i a  w h o  
r,' l e n t l y  h u t  s u r e ly  a r e  s h o w i n g  t o  e v e r y  c la ss  in  I n d i a  t h e i r  r i g h t  
^ e d  p r iv i l e g e s .  B u t  h a v in g  Baid so  m u c h  I w i s h  t o  c o n f e s s  t o o  
'•bat t h e  B r a h m a n s  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  r e s t  o f  us  h a v e  s u f f e r e d  o f  all ,



i  \ T H y  h j i l e  s e t  b e f o r e  I n d i a  v o l u n t a r i l y  a n d  d e l i b e r a t e l y  t h e  ^ d j e l t  
V - . '  s f w n l a r d  t h a t  a  h u m a n  m i n d  is c a p a b le  o f  c o n c e i v i n g ,  an c l  t f i j y  j 

' m u s t  n o t  b e  su r p r is e d  if t h e  I n d ia n  w o r l d  e x a c t s  t h a t  s t a n d a r d  f r o m  
fftemT T h e  B r a h m a n s  h a v e  d e c l a r e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  b e  a n d  o u g h t  
t o  r e m a in  c u s t o d ia n s  o f  t h e  p u r i t y  o f  o u r  l i fe .  1 a m  a w a r e  t h a t  t h e  
N o n - B r a h m a n a s  o f  M a d r a s  h a v e  m a n y  t h i n g s  t o  say  a g a in s t  B r a h 
m a n s  fo r  w h i c h  t h e r e  is  s o m e  c a u s e .  B u t  l e t  t b o  N o n - B r a h m a n s  
r ea l ise  t h a t  b y  q u a r r e l i n g  w i t h  t h e  B r a h m a n s ,  b y  b e i n g  j e a l o u s  o f  
t h e m ,  a n d  b y  m u d - s l i n g i n g ,  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  b e t t e r  t h e ir  l o t  b u t  t h e y  
w i l l  d e g r a d e  H i n d u i s m  i t s e l f .  1 h o ld  t h a t  it  b e h o v e s  N o n - B r a h 
m a n s ,  s h r e w d  as t h e y  are, t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  b e a u t y  a n d  t h e  s e c r e t  
o f  t h i s  m o v e m e n t .  T h i s  m o v e m e n t  is e s p e c ia l l y  d e s i g n e d  t o  
d e t h r o n e  i m o l e n c e  f r o m  office . H e  w h o  h a s  e y e s  m a y  se e  w h a t  is  
h a p p e n i n g  in  I n d i a  t o  d a y ,  that, i t  is  a  p r o c e s s  n o t  o f  l e v e l l in g  
d o w n  b u t  o f  l e v e l l i n g  u p .  L e t  N o n - B r a h m a n s  b e w a r e  o f  a t t e m p t i n g  
t o  r ise  u p o n  t h e  a sh es  o f  B r a h m a n i s m .  T h e r e f o r e ,  I w o u l d  u r g e  
N o n  B r a h m a n s ,  i f  t h e y  c a n n o t  t h r o w  t h e m s e l v e s  h e a r t  a n d  so u l  
i n t o  th is  m o v e m e n t ,  a t  le a st  t o  r e fr a in  f r o m  i n ' e r f e r i n g  w i t h  th is  
m o v e m e n t  b y  i n t r i g u i n g  w i t h  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t .  T h e  g r i e v a n c e s  
o f  N o n .  B r a h m a n s  a g a in s t  B r a h m a n s  ar e  m e r e  n o t h i n g  c o m 
p a r e d  t o  th e

Grievances of Women
a g a in s t  H i n d u i s m .  H i n d u i s m  h a s  m a d e  a  s e x  o f  i t s e l f  l e p e r s .  W e  
h a v e  b e c o m e  le p e rs  o f  t h e  E m p i r e  in  t u r n .  N o n - B r a h m a n s  a r e  
e q u a l ly  g u i l t y  w i t h  B r a h m a n s  in  m a k i n g  P a n c h a m a s  c r a w l  o n  
t h e i r  b e l l i e s .  I t  is m y  d e l i b e r a t e  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  w e  a r e  s u f fe r in g  
t h is  y o k e  o f  s la v e r y  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  t h e  s in s  t h a t  w e  h a v e  c o m m i t t e d  
a g a in s t  o u r  b r o t h e r s  w h o m  w e  a r r o g a n t ly  c o n s i d e r  t o  b e  u n t o u c h a b le s .
I  c la im  to  h e  a  S a n a t a n a  H i n d u .  I  c la im  t o  h a v e  r e a d  o u r  Shastras 
t o  th e  b e s t  o f  m y  a b i l i t y .  I  c l a im  t o  h a v e  u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  
H i n d u i s m .  1 c la im  t o  h a v e  u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  m e s s a g e  o f  t h e  V(das 
a n d  t h e  TJpaniOtadar. I c l a i m  t o  h a v e  l e f t  t h e  l i f e  o f  a  S a n a t a n a  
H i n d u  d e l ib e r a t e ly ,  k n o w i n g l y ,  v o l u n t a r i l y ,  f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  t h i r t y  
y e a r s ; a n d  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  a n y t h in g  t h a t  m a y  b e  s a id  b y  a n y  
H i n d u  t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  I a s k  y o u  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  ray 
e x p e r i e n c e  that, t h e r e  is  n o  w a r r a n t  in  o u r  S c r i p t u r e s  f o r  c o n s i d e r 
i n g  a s in g le  h u m a n  b e i n g  as u n t o u c h a b le .  I « a m  c o n t e n t  t o  b e  a 
H i n d u  : I a m  c o n t e n t  t o  d i e  a  H in d u ,  a n d  I a m  r e a d y ,  I  h o p e ,  t o  d i e  
fur i h o  d e f e n c e  o f  m y  r e l i g i o n  a t  a n y  m o m e n t ,  b u t  I s h o u ld  c e a s e  t o  
ca l l  m y s e l f  a H i n d u  i f  l b e l i e v e  fo r  o n e  m o m e n t  t h a t  H i n d u i s m  
r e q u i r e d  m e  t o  c o n s i d e r  i t  a  s in t o  t o u c h  a s in g le  h u m a n  b e i n g .  T h e r e 
f o r e  I in v i t e  B r a h m a n s  a n d  n o n  B r a h m a n s  o f  t h is  g r e a t  P r e s i d e n c y  
to  b a t t l e  against t h is  curie o i  u n t o u e b a b i l i t y  a n d  r id  o u r s e l v e s  o f  iti
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r .  V ypf l /D O t t o  m i x  u p  i n t e r  m a r r i a g e  a n d  i n t e r - d i n i n g  w i l j j H J ; -  
t u t i i u a b i i i t y . 1  hue, i i  w e  sh all  b u t  c l o s e  o u r  r a n k s  as  w e  HTimus

^ n c t ^ s a l m a n s  h a v e  d o n e ,  i f H i n d u s  w i l l  a l s o  a m o n g  t h e m s e l v e s  c lo se  
p  t h e i r  ran,vs , a n d  if w e  sh all  c o n s i d e r  in t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  Bhagalat

C h a n d i l -  "t\ T  T  ° RC” Py an  eflUal p ,a c e  f o r  b o t h  B r a h m a n s  a n d
O h a n d a ls ,  t h a t  v e r y  d a y  y o u  w i l l  se e  t h a t  t h e r e  is  n o  N o n - B r a h m a n

o ,  !  i  “  a s e P.t , c  t r e a t m e n t .  A n t i - s e p t i c s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y

S „ ; " a . r dlr h" A ^ * l t ™ * ,o * » > » * « .  « > « * ■ » .  •»
r v . _  vr p  \c  t r e a l ® e n t  p r o - s u p p o s e s  p u r i t y  f r o m

v . t h i n  O u r  N o n - c o  o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  th e  G o v e r n m e n t  s i m p l y  m e a n s  
h a t  w e  h a v e  d o n e  a w a y  w i t h  d i r t  a n d  u n c le a n l in e s s .  W e  d o  n o t  w a n t  

to  p r e t e n d  to  h a v e  d i s p e l l e d  d a r k n e s s  b y  m a k i n g  d a r k n e s s  d e e p e r  W e  
d o  n o t  w a n t  t o  m e e t  o r  n e u t r a l i s e  t h e  v i o l e n c e  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  
b y  g r e a t e r  v i o  e n c e  o n  o u r  p a r t .  O u r  S w a r a j  m u s t  n o t  c o n s i s t  o f  
e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  a n y  h u m a n  b e i n g  o n  e a r t h .  1 w o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  u r l  
y o u  s im p ly  to  c o n c e n t r a t e  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  u p o n  t h e  t h r e e  t h i n g s  t h a t  
t h e  A l l - I n d i a  C o n g r e s s  C o m m i t t e e  has p la c e d  b e f o r e  y o u .  I  w o u l d  
j ik e  n e v e r  t o  g i v e  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  e x c u s e  t o  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  to- 
i m p r i s o n i n g  us  f o r  a n y  s p e e c h e s ,  b u t  I w o u l d  a l l o w  a n d  o p e n  
f ia tes  o f  p r i s o n s  w i t h o u t  a  d r o p  o f  t e a r  in  m y  e y e s  a n d  s e n d  t h e  
w h o le  o f  t h e  w o m a n h o o d  o f  I n d i a  t o  p r i s o n s  f o r  p o s s e s s i n g  a  s i n g l e  
sP i n n i n g  w h e e l .  L e t  us n o t  b e  i m p a t i e n t  e i t h e r  w i t h  t h e  G o v e r n  
W e n t  o r  w i t h  o u r  f r i e n d s  w h o  are  o p p o s e d  t o  u s  t o - d a y .  B a t h e r  
le t  u s  b e  i m p a t i e n t  w i t h  o u r s e lv e s .  A l l  o u r  s p e o e b e s ,  a l l  o u r  r e s o l u 
t i o n s  a r e  n o w  m o s t l y  o r  s h o u l d  be  a d d r e s s e d  t o  o u r s e l v e s ,  a n d  if  
We c a n  o n l y  c a r r y  t h r o u g h  t h is  s im p le  p r o g r a m m e  that, is  m a p p e d  
o u t  b y  t h e  C o n g r e s s ,  b y  t h e  K h i l a f a t  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  b y  t h e  M u s l i m  

•engue, I r e p o a t  m y  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  w e  shall  a t t a in  S w a r a i  that  w «

t h h ‘ •eraerdreSS ^  Kbilafafc wro,,g and tba Pll'dab wrong during
Y o u  w il l  a c c e p t  t h e  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  I t e n d e r  t h a t  t h r m n  hn n t  

n iy  l o n g  t r a v e ls  I h a v e  n o t i c e d  t h a t  t h e  m a sse s ,  t h a t  t h e  w o m e n  o f  
' b a ,  a r e  a b s o l u t e l y  w i t h  u s .  J a s k  e d u c a t e d  I n d i a n s  t o  a c c e n t  m v  

e s t i m o n y  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  n e i t h e r  s o  u n i n t e l l i g e n t  o r  u n c u l t u - c d  as 
o f t e n  c o n s i d e r  t h e m  t o  h e .  T h e y  se e  fa r  m o r e  t r u l y  t h r o u g h  

e ir  i n t u i t i o n ,  a n d  w e ,  e d u c a t e d  I n d i a n s ,  w i t h  o u r  i n t e l l e c t s  a r o  
c l o u d e d  b y  a  m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  i d e a s ,  a n d  I a s k  y o u  t o  a c c e p t  t h e

h i r Z  mV6n b>’ Mumo’ and 1 confir“  that testimony,
So w 3 5 . "  °  I n d l a  “ re  r 8 a l ly  ra 0 r e  c u l t u r e d  t h a n  a n y  in

BEE BEZJNADA RESOLUTIONS [ n r
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The Change ol Viceroyalty

O n  A p r i l  2 n d ,  L o r d  C h e l m s f o r d  l e f t  I n d i a  m u c h  t o  t h e  r e l i e f  
0  all . T h i s  is n o  p l a c e  t o  a sse ss  p o n t i f i e i a l  p e r f o r m a n c e s  in  
preference t o  p u b l i c  a f fa i r s .  S u f f i c e  i t  t o  say  t h a t  an  o b s c u r e  m a n ,  
r a i s e d  f r o m  t h e  C a p t a i n c y  o f  a B r i t i s h  I n f a n t r y  t o  t h e  V i c e i o y a l t y  
° ‘ L i d i a ,  w h e n  c a p a b l e  m e n  in  E n g l a n d  w e r e  a l l  a b s o r b e d  in  t h e  
g r e a t  \\ a r ,  L o r d  C h e l m s f o r d  b r o u g h t  w i t h  h i m  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  an  
i n f a n t r y m a n  a n d  t o o k  a w a y  w i t h  h im  t h e  u n a b a t e d  p i t y  o f  e v e r y  
O u s , o f  m e n  in  I n d ia .  H i s  p u e r i l e  s u b m i s s i o n  t o  M r .  M o n t a g u ’ s 
R e f o r m s ,  “ n d  h is  s u b s e q u e n t  u n d i g n i f i e d  r e c a n t a t i o n ,  e a r n e d  f o r  
urn t h e  u n d y i n g  h o s t i l i t y  o f  A n g l o - I n d i a .  H e  w a s  p o p u l a r  w i t h  

1°  01,0 > *JB waa *n c o n f i d e n c e  w i t h  n o  o n e .  In  h i s  o w n  C o u n c i l ,  
b o  w a s  r u l e d  a n d  h i s  w e a k n e s s  w a s  e x p l o i t e d  b y  h is  C o u n c i l l o r s ,  

he  D e p a r t m e n t s  o f  S t a t e  a c t e d  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  o f  h i m .  T h e  I .  C .  S .
■ as in  r e  v o l t  a g a in s t  h i m .  A  m e n t a l l y  a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  w e a k  m a n ,
L“  o . p t a i n - V i c e r o y  h a s  d o n e  m o r e  t o  u n d e r m i n e  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  
o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  E m p i r e  in  I n d i a  a n d  t o  b r i n g  s o r r o w  a n d  t r a v a i l  t o  

t n Pe o Pl0 t h a n  all t h e  a g e - l o n g  p i le  o f  n a t u r a l  i n e q u i t i e s  
t h e  a u t o c r a t i c  s y s t e m  o f  a  f o r e i g n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  is  b o u n d  t o  

l>io vice in  the  l o n g  r u n .  B l i s s f u l l y  i g n o r a n t  o f  t h e  a r t  o f  a d m in i s -  
/ '  7 1  a l l . st:at e s m a n s b i p ,  w i t h  a  b l a n k  u m b r a g e o u s  p a s t ,  H i s  
jO n  s ip  w i l l  e v e r  r e m a i n  s e a r e d  in  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  I n d i a n s  f o r  b i s  

.n .u r a o u s  t o w l a t t  A c t ,  t h e  o u t - H e r o d i n g  m a s s a c r e  a t  J h a l l i a n w a l l a ,  
w'.f . 19 s n e a k y  w h i t t l i n g  d o w n  o f  t h e  R e f o r m s  t h a t  a  t r u s t e d  

t b e  <“' r o w u  t h o u g h t  o v e r - d u e  t o  I n d i a  T h r o u g h o u t  
• , n l a n ® w a n t e d  h is  r e ca l l  a n d  i m p e a c h m e n t  f r o m  a  h u n d r e d

p a - o i  ms. N o  o i l i e r  V i c e r o y  h a s  c a r r i e d  a w a y  s u c h  an  e n c o m i u m  
f r o m  a p e o p l e  h e  w a s  p la c e d  o v e r  t o  ru le .

“ V- “ l!CL L o r d  C h e l m s f o r d  l e f t  t h e  s h o r e s  o f  I n d i a .  T h e r e  
! I  ri° ,  l! ’ lf‘ n o r o w d  e i t h e r  t o  c h e e r  h i m  o r  t o  ‘ r i n g ’ h i m  o u t ,  n o  
I n d ia n  f a r e w e l l  a d d r e s s  T h e  s a m e  d a y  H .  E .  L o r d  R e a d i n g ,  t h e  
e f -  j0T(1 L b i e f  J u s t i c e  o f  E n g l a n d ,  l a n d e d  in  B o m b a y  a n d  a s s u m e d  
c h a r g o  o f  t h e  V i c o r o y a l t y .

C h e l m s f o r d  t h e r e  r e  p l a i n e d  a t  l e a s t  o n e  m a n ,  S i r  
1 V ? m , '  l n c ®ntJ *n t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  w h o m  t h e  c o u n t r y

C a l c u t t a - -  ,bei1 baPPy t0 SPare’ AS Baid tb6 C(lPital oi
«ir w  " v “W a!80, profit by tbe appointment of a new Home Member.
' iin if ir I 1UCt'n "a" 4,rr>PPnH into a rat from wliicb he cannot extricate
m arnroii rep"r‘' “  inUIlib,c hi,< °'vn t-vstem of weighta andn. uroa, and like Old Puloatua is irritatingly self-sufficient. He pnts me in



N  1EE CAMPAIGN OF REPRESSION l n ¥
\ • \ *W*%°y^fthew R^ley, the Home Secretary, who thought it quite t l\ 3 » ; l t  

: tFtttTg for cnarfie warders to forcibly feed suffragettes who went, on a Iknx A - J 
sUikein fail. Why not try the experiment of a non-official Home Member ?"

T h e  first p r o n o u n c e m e n t  o f  t h e  n e w  V i c e r o y  w a s  d e l i v e r e d  
m  t h e  3 r d  o f  A p r i l  1 9 2 1  in r e p l y  t o  t h e  a d d r e s s  o f  w e l c o m e  p re -  

n t e d  b y  th e  B o m b a y  M u n ic i p a l i t y .  I n  th e  c o u r s e  o f  a  h u m o u r -  
s s p e e c h  L o r d  R e a d i n g  f e e l i n g l y  sa id  :—

“ Justice and sympathy never fail to evoke responsive chords in the hearts 
men, of whatever race, creed or class. They are the two brightest gerus in 
7 diadem,

" \Vithnut them there is no luBtre in the Crown,— with them there is a 
iiauee that never fails to attract loyalty and affection. The British repu- 
ion for justice musr never be impaired during my tenure of office. I roust 

gretfully admit your statement that there is discontent in India. I join with 
iu in the prayer that it may be my good fortune to allay it, but I must not at 
s moment discuss its causes or effects. India is too responsive and too gene- 
ub to expect me to make a pronouncement which could not be based upon my 
dividual observations and information. Any declaration of policy to-day 
ould be and must be founded upon opinions of others and could not be the 
suit of my own deliberate judgment. I feel convinced that 1  shall best dis- 
•arge my duty to the King-Emperor and serve the interests of India if f take 
me to collect information, seek advice and form conclusions.”

’ T h u s  t h e  n e w  V i c e r o y  t o o k  t im e  t o  t a k e  in  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a n d  
-n o n  t o  c r y s ta l l i s e  his o w n  p o l i c y .  B y  a c o n s e n s u s  o f  o p i n i o n  th e  
N .  C  O  le a d e r s  s u s p e n d e d  fo r  t h e  t im e  t h e  m o r e  a g g r e s s iv e  p a r ts  
o f  t h e i r  c a m p a ig n .  T h e  g r e a t  n a m e  t h a t  L o r d  R e a d i n g  b r o u g h t  to  
I n d ia  as t h e  e x - L o r d  C h i e f  J u s t i c e  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  p e o p l e ,  a n d  h is  
o b v i o u s l y  s in c e r e  u t t e r a n c e s  t h a t  j u s t i c e  was t o  b e  p a r a m o u n t  e v e n  
in  In d ia ,  ha d  a l r e a d y  b ia se d  m a n y  a  g r a t e f u l  I n d i a n  h e a r t ,  n o t  
e x c l u d i n g  t h e  m o s t  v a p id  n o n - c o - o p e r a t o r ,  in  h i s  f a v o u r ,  f o r ,  a f t e r  
all, n o n  c o - o p e r a t i o n  w a s  b o r n  o u t  o f  d e s p a i r .  S o  a f t e r  a  p a r t ia l  
e x h a u s t i o n  m t f e r e d  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  h u r r i c a n e  c a m p a ig n  o f  b o y c o t t  
o f  t h e  D u k e  and  t h e  C o l l e g e s  in  t h e  first t w o  m o n t h s  o f  t h e  y e a r ,  
n o n - c o - o p e r a t o r s  n o w  k e p t  o n e  e y e  o n  th e  \ i c e r o y  a n d  the  o t h e r  o n  

,  t h e ir  p r e l im in a r y  w o r k  o f  o r g a n is a t i o n  a n d  t r a in in g .  O n  t h e  
o t h e r  h a n d ,  G o v e r n m e n t ,  st i l l  m o v i n g  in  t h e  C h c l m s f O r d i a n  
t r a d i t i o n ,  a n d  n o w  r e l i e v e d  f r o m  t h e  p re  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  th e  R o y a l  
l o u r ,  t u r n e d  i ts  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  G a n d h i  m o v e m e n t .  R e p r e s s i o n  we- 
s ta r te d  e a r ly  in  M a r c h ,  v e r y  s o o n  a  cart? blanche w a s  g i v e n  to  a d  
off ic ials t o  f ig h t  n o i : - ' o - o p e r a t i o n .

I h e  first  m o v e  w a s  t a k e n  b y  L o r d  S i n h a ’ s G o v e r n m e n t  in  B ih a r .  
H is  u n e n v ia b le  p o s i t i o n  as  t h e  first  I n d i a n  G o v e r n o r  p i t c h f o r k e d  
i n t o  p o s i t i o n  b y  an a s t u t e  M in i s t e r  o f  t h e  C r o w n  s u rr o u n d e d  b y  a 
h o s t i l e  b a n d  o f  h igh I, C .  S. d i g n i t a r i e s  a n d  E u r o p e a n  vc  to d  in t e r  
este , w a s  ea s i ly  e x p l o i t e d  t o  s h o w  th e  i n c o n g r u o u s  soViiig , a n d  so o n  
h is  G o v e r n m e n t  b e c a m e  th e  la u g h in g  s t o o k  o f all l y  i ts  lu d i c r o u s  
a c t i o n s  a g a in s t  N - C  0 .  T h e  a n t i - d r i n k  oampagu o f  t h e  la t te r  w g s
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^  ifoM at by a, counter-propaganda which emphasised the “ vatffl^ftf 

’ . wm^hoth as a food and as a medicine. Many great men wercka)Ue_J 
turnkeys! Moses, Alexander, Julius Caesar, Napolean, Shakespeare, 
Watt, Gladstone, Tennyson, Bismarlc, etc.”  said the Govt. ! ! !

By a circular, now known as the Rainy Circular, the Gove 
merit instigated its officials to suppress the anti-drink and other i 
vities of the N-C-O. and the officials utilised their new power wit! 
great zeal and vigour that sometimes Government found itimposs 
to justify their action.

Next came the U. P. Government with more drastic measi 
Sections 144 1. P. C. was lavishly usod to gag persons and pu 
meetings. The Seditious Meetings Act was proclaimed in On,
On loth March the Government issued a communique stating t 
the N-C-O. movement was revolutionary and anarchical, and that 
was the duty of all servants of the Crown to counteract it ; that 
existing prohibitions to officers in regard to participation in politi 
movements can not apply to them when actively opposing N-C 0. a 
it is the policy of the Govt, to encourage all officials to declare the 
selves openly and actively against the movement !”  On the €
April another urgent epistle was addrossed to all Commissioners a’ 
peripatetic officers to take the first offensive move in its fight wu 
> -C O. It said : —

'• imitre already issued have authorized an extensive use of the restricted 
p > vers conferred by the ordinary Law. District officers ar. permitted to enforce 
tin- total prohibition of inflammatory meetings . . . there is no reason why 
i rs should not attend and address meetings of Itoform leagues and Liberal
leagues designed to oppose the movement.”

And eo on ; in fact orders were passed as if there was a regular 
war or rebellion i„ the land !

Tue Punjab Government, less demonstrative than the Govern
ment of Sir flareourt Butler, hnd already kept several districts 
gagged, and ori April 2filh by a further notification it declared the 
distiicts of Lahore, Amritsar and Sbekbupura to be proclaimed areas, • 
8I"] ' ' ' e operations of the Seditious Meetings Act was further ex
tended. It was only the Government of Bombay that kept i‘ s head 
"oo 1 in trying times. The hysterics of the U- P. Government was for- 
JUpitely not followed anywhere else, though in Bengal the Governor 
n-il Ronaldsbay tried his best to keep the excessive zeal of the sub- 

orr itiito magistracy under proper control (for details see Chronicle 
of Lvt^ts of this period).

In the Legislative Assembly on March 24th a full dress debate 
was h , 1 ,ij Non no operation, during which Sir William Viooent 
laid down the policy °f the Govt, with reference to N-C-O and its 
it ’’god evils, anotalked of tho necessity of taking repressive measures
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l- \ if down (see Vol. II p. ’ 487). In reply to the autb&j^ftha

'■ ly S S y y  P*'ll and the friend and ally of O’Dwyer, M. Gandhi wrote 
in his paper ‘ Young India ”  as follows.

,. S’t \\ illiam \ incent’a speech Is a plausible defence of the Governments 
ol repression. It is a distortion or concoction of facts, an appeal to our 

cupidity and a m.siuterpretation of the motives of non-co-operationists 
On *T  *( w  dcela(e<! obiect 1 1 non-co-operationists is paralysis of the
1 is-n t i v ' t i ? 8 /  su their eff. r io achieve the object there is no source of 
truthŝ tent winch they have not used.” Now both these statements are half. 
, 0 Prlmary objeot of h; on-cn- operation is nowhere stated to bn paralysis 

must t  ? “ P(lm:‘ r>' oblect 18 self-purification. Its direct result
Similarly (, J i ° f a GvOV,l;rnment which lives on our vices and weaknesses, 
content nnnr l' ‘ anB<:r°n8 half-truth to say that we have left no source of dis- 
Nnn on . Y e,couIli,n?‘ helP “ sing sources of legitimate discontent. Put
Non-co-operationists have rigidly refrained from using any and every discontent 
if only because we would weaken our cause if we did. The illustration of what 
,IVo,e.an w,lU be be8t 6e.en from the refutation of the very next sentence which eV 
.V 11mm has spoken in support of his contention : “ Wherever they find discord 
between employer and employee, there some agent or emissary of Ngn-co-on ra 
non party proceeds at once to foster discontent and promote ill-feeling ”  This 
Is not only untrue, but it is an incitement to the two to oppose Non-co-operation 
The avowed policy of Non-co-operat.ion has been not to make political use o* 
disputes between labour and capital. They have endeavoured to hold the balance 
evenly between the two—we would be fools if we wantonly set labour against 
capital. It would be just the way to play into the hand of a Government, which 
would greatly strengthen its bold on the country by setting capitalists against 
laoourere ami vice versa. In Jharia, for instance, it was a non-co-operator "who 
prevented extending strike. The moderating influence in Calcutta was that ,f 
non-co-opcrators. The latter will not hesilate to advance the cause of strikers 
where they have a just grievance. They have over refused to lend their assistance
ri unjust strikes. "Where there is a racial ill-feeling’', declares Sir William 
- ■ tuw'e emissaries hurry on their evil errand.” He must know that this
Th?.» £  T b« c  >s a racial feeling between Englishmen and Indians,
have' been v r , t'? iT 0ry of 'isb'Sdwala— an evergreen. But <• these emissaries” 

rv nf’ th., "table mesBeugerB of peace. They have everywhere restrained the 
th -y sDirif f th"' vl" tV And 1 makl b!,1,i ,0  8Ry that but for the existence i f 
inspitc Of t h tlu .a 'to rn '0’ - th',r° *'ou,d‘hav'! been moTe innocent blood spilled 
to liik t i l  , DyT - T  and 0 ’I*"->drism. Our fault has lain in refusing 
rank r cut, nco r hU8 kioked’ *  w liW w in g  co-operation until there was 

rrana repenti.nce. Non-co-operators arc to be pleased for turning the furv of
adnfinVsta !>C'°P e fl°m EnSlisb“ c“  'he system they arc. called upon to

and 'thU Sir WilUam is nothing if ho is not thorough in his attempt to divide 
trnint 1lv, H° decl“ ,m9 : ‘ ."here there are quarrels between landlord and 
tenant-have we not seen this in the United rroviuces-tbur again proceed 
these emissaries of pvl to propagate unrest, and stir up disordc r.“ Sir William 
should kn uv that the tenant movement in under the control of Pundit Jawah trial 
Nehru whose one purpose regarding the tenants has been co educate them to be 
patient and calm. Sir William has simply attempted to set the land-lords 
against Non-co-operation movement. Fortunately, the land-lords know as well 
as the tenants that, so long as they are just, they have nothing to fear from 
JN on-co-operators.

“  The nn vuraent,’ says Sir William, 'is purely destructive, and so far as 1
II



\ \ ha|||LccB 5alble to ascertain contains no element of constructive abilii\W/II
\ destructive in tbe sense that a surgeon who applies the kn̂ Tey ^  j

- a p a r t  may be said to make a destructive movement. This destructive 
IrS^ment bears in it the sunst seed of constructu n as the surgeon’s knife 
contains the seed of health. Is temperance destructive? ATe national schools 
springing up everywhere destructive ? Are the thousands of spinning-wheels 
destructive of a nation’s prosperity ? They will destroy foreign domination 
whether it hails from Lancashire or is threatened from Japan.

“  Having attempted to set classes against masses. Sir William proceeds to 
paralyze both, with the feeling of helplessness and the fear of internal strife and 
aggression from without. Is Hindu-Muslim unity such flimsy stuff that we shall 
b -gin to quarrel as Boon as the British guns are withdrawn from our shores ? 
Were we sixty years ago less able to protect ourselves than we are now ? Or is it 
not a fact that judged by the western standard we were never so helpless as we 
uosv are ? Self-government, as I have said before, connotes the power of self- 
protection, and a country which cannot protect itself is not prepared for imme
diate and complete selt-government. In this one sentence Sir William has 
unwittingly condemned British rule and proved the necessity of immediate mend
ing or ending of that rule. According to my method—the method of suffer^ 
or soul-force,—the country is to-day prepared for self-protection. Accordiri ,
Sir William’s standard, the reforms have nothing in them to enable India _ Y 
in a hundred years to arm herself for defence against a combination of lOu 
p wvere. Judged by that standard, the reforms do forge stronger tbe chains wq 
bind India and make beT feel helpless. The speaker talks glibly of irapendiQ 
destruction of every vested interest. He n :d« to be reminded that the great 
vested interest of India—her self-sufficiency—was destroyed by this fore'Y 
domination, and the speaker's plan will still further deepen India’s poverty. "

“ Sir William has been extremely disingenuous in describing the Gover 
raent’s methods of dealing with Non-co-operation. Defence of India Act he w. 
not use against men who have hurt nobody and who are restraining people from 
committing violence. But he is using ordinary statutes againt them in an 
extraordinary manner undt-r a licence given to him by non-co-operators who will 
not challenge orders in a court of law. He will not conciliate the malcontents 
by granting Swaiaj, for that would lead to anarchy. He does not bother his 
head ab ut the two things which have caused all the unTest and which have 
acted like two active and corroding poisons in the Indian body—the Khilafat 
aud the Punjab wrongs. He does not tell us what catastrophe is likely to befall 
India if the Khilafat promises were redeemed and the Punjab wound healed.

<{ He has ornamented his extraordinary speech with an ungentlemanly and 
insinuating attack upon tbe Ali Brothers who are putting up a noble fight for 
Islam and India, and a still more ungentlemanly attack on a ‘gentleman of the 
name of Yakub Hasan’ and an ungracious reference to bis Turkish wife.”

The Gandhi Reading Interview.
The policy of the Govt, in the early months of 1921 was really 

the continuance of the policy which characterised the Chelmsfordian 
regime -  an indecent bluster of brute force and a cowardly inaction 
in times of great popular upheaval. It was not the policy of Lord 
Roadi !g who had still to depend upon Sir William Vincent for 
guidance. Almost tbe first important. and the most hopeful work 
which tbe new Viceroy took in band was an exchange of views with 
the prominent nationalist leaders of Ihe country in private conversa-

Ga KDBI'S REPLY TO VINCENT
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THE G AND i l l  RE AD I KG INTERVIEW f A ^  

1=1 tHIs. J tohe most sensational of these'political interviews w ; | ;  
\*kJ8^0^n)lhi which gave current to all sorts of speculations. itv .fi :  1 

queer that the great leader of non-co-operation should seek 
an interview with tho head of a ’eatanic’ 'Government with which ho 
"as waging a war of destruction. There was altogether six of these 

11 erviews at Simla between the 13th and 18th of May. Pundit 
‘ laviya and the Rev. Mr. Andrews in their interview with His 

jxcellency had impressed him with the necessity of his meeting tho 
.jroat loader of N-C-0 inordor that a better understanding between 
..be Government and Gandhi may be attained. His Excellency 
expressed a wish that ho would like to hear the Mahatma’s views. 
Accordingly Pundit Malaviya who took the initiative of a pourparler 
sent word to Gandhi who came over to Simla and the Hast inter
view with the Viceroy took place on the afternoon of the 13th. 
May. It was again renewed on the 16th and the 17th at Viceregal 
Lodge which was continuously surrounded by the simple villagers and 
unlettered peasants from far and near who kept on crying “ Mahatma 
Gandhi ki ja i.” The Viceroy also granted short interviews to 
Mrs. Besant and Lala Lajpat, Rai, Wednesday, the 18th June, there 
was great commotion at Simla for not only was Mr. Gandhi inter
viewed twice by the Viceroy, but also Pandit Malaviya was again 
asked to give advice. The Viceroy’s Executive Council met and 
considered, it was surmised, very important documents connected 
with Mr. Gandhi’s visit,

There was a veil of secrecy over the whole matter and for a 
couple of months every sort of wild suggestion was made iu the press. 
The Anglo-Indian organs were alarmed lest the new Viceroy would 
he trapped into a compromise with the "  traitors,” as they culled 
Gandhi and his party. The nationalists also began to be suspicious 
of the actions of Gandhi, and soma like Mr. B. C. Pal openly threw 
suspicion on Gandhi’s motives.

The first reierenoo to this interview was made by Lord Reading 
himself in a post-prandial oration at a dinner given by Sir (then Mr.) 
Mian Mahomed Shall in the Chelmsford Club, Simla on May 30th. 
The language and taste of His Excellency are well worth quoting. 
Said he : “ Mr. Malaviya ■••left me with the impression that ho would 
like me to see Mr. Gandhi. Well, it did occur to me that my 
address was not. altogether unknown, (prolonged laughter) but I 
informed Mr. Malaviya that if Mr. Gandhi applied to me for au 
interview 1 would readily grant it and I should be glad to hoar his 
views. The consequence was that, in due course, Mr. Gandhi did 
apply and there was not only one interview but soveral interviews 
between us. The result of tin.so discussions was that Mr. Mohammad 
Alt aud Mr, Shaukat Ali have issued a public pronouncement, ox-



THE ALl BROTHERS’ APOLOGY
i ! I veiling  * fp' r sincere regret for certain speeches that they had made 
\\X'|finp!}p; t/0 violence and have given a solemn public undertalriniitllA  1 

they will not repeat these speeches or similar spoeches, so long as 
thoTromairi associated with Mr. Gandhi.”

This speech along with a public apology published on t! 
previous evening by the Ali Brothers came as a surprise. No b 
ever thought that the famous interview at that momentous per 
would end in such a fiasco ; on the contrary, high expectations we, 
entertained of a just and honourable compromise. His Excellency’ 
reputation as tho ex-Lod Chief justice of England had obvious!; 
travelled faster than that of the British Diplomat at Washington for 
a lost cause. In thi3 matter it was clear that Lord Reading was 
scoring a bit over Gandhi, The instinct of a British diplomat could 
not lot pass the splendid opportunity of hitting the rival at his sore 
point. Gandhi was made the unwary instrument of extorting a 
public apology from the great Moslem leaders which the Govt, 
now flourished before the world as a confession of guilt made to 
buy immunity from prosecution. Nothing more could be damaging 
to the reputation of both the Brothers Ali and Gandhi. Nothing 
more could have better rent assuuder the Hindu-Moslem pact so 
assiduously cultivated by the N-C-0 party. The artistic handling of 
rhd situation by a master-diplomat to secure the same end which 
a Chelmsford or O’Dwyer would have secured by a much more crude 
r.nd plebian method was as admirable as it was insidious. As said 
C-, uidhi later on repenting for his part in the affair, “  the statement 
made by the Brothers was instigated by me and me alone. It is an 
apology tendered to friends, and not to the Govt. It is made not 
to evade prosecution but to put themselves right with their own 
conscience and with their friends. The assurance to them therefore 
tb.iv tanre would be no prosecution o long as they abided by their 
undertaking was gratuitous, if not offensive.” He further said :

canipaign of Non-co-operation has no reference to diplomacy, secret 
or open, lhe only diplomacy It admits of is the statement and pursuance of 
11 J cost* Dio Viceroy showed me the speeches. I realised that some

p stages m iem did not read well. They were capable of being interpreted as 
..a moi emeu’, to violence, and i realised that, prosecution or no prosecution, 
taere was no doubt in my mind as to the advice I shouid tender to the Brothers.
X ven urc o suggest to His Excellency that, if he is anxious to disarm Non-co- 
operators, he wiit do so only by becoming undiplomatic and absolutely frank. 
iuc aUer 9irek aQcl net!r* no skelter or prot .ction, and I invite His'Excellency to 
reciprocate by not shielding the offenders amongst the governing class.

The Ali Brothers’ Apology
The following is the text of the apology published by tho Ali 

Brothers on May 29, 1921.
Friends have drawn our attention to certain speeches of ours 

which, in their opinion, have a tendency to incite to violence, Wo



l*. \ j N ^ a t e  that we never intended to incite to violonce ptyT . e ,
W ^ 5 ^ J ™ a S 'n.ed fhat any passage in our speeches were capaWebF

110 '"ferpretation put upon them, but we recognise the
sincerely feel *!gameDt and interpretation. We, therefore,
of some of th e T  aDd 6XPT  °Ur regr0t f0r tho “ necessary heat ot some oi the passages in these speeches and we give our public
assurance and promise to ail who may require it that so long as we
dirflntTv0,ate-d J ' th >the “ ovement of non-co-operation, we shall not 

y ° r ln(3irectly advocate violence at present or in the future 
nor create an atmosphere of preparedness for violence. Indeed, we’
which' i °  i he Spirit oi non-violent non-co-operation towmch we have pledged our word.”
_____A,ld next day> °n May 30th, the Govt, of India issued a press

’ - i "  -• »- of a ,  m b i i „ ,b , ,
Pressions _ot regret and promises for the futuro, the Government of
the6 Obh M '0 °r U kl\ T n seil0rally that they had decided onoth May to prosecute Messrs. Mahomed Ali and Shaukat AH
or certain speeches delivered in the United Provinces during tho 
. ew months. Ihesc speechos in the opinion of the Government 

mil a were direct incitements to violence. The immediate object 
o le Government in determining to enforce the law on the present 
cession was to provent incitemonts'Ho violence and to preserve 

_ , . ter the decision to which reference has been made was
. ,  ’ Ilj 'vas urged on the Government that their immediate

T h e^ G o v e rn L ^ ^ ^ ’ " ^ ' Tith° Ufc reoours° to th® criminal courtV.
Of tho statement C0" se<JU6,‘ tly suspended further action, and in view
Ali and Shank ?  I i !ST d ° Ver the signatures o£ Messrs. Mahomed 
criminal nmnk r  ^  ^ h?V0 decld0d to refrain from instituting 
long as the solemn88 i8r a" ‘St th8m in re9>,0°- of these,speeches so 
is fed to the n ^ ' i P J ’° “ S ta k in g  contained in the statement 
taking not h«  ̂ f observed, Should tho condition oi this under- 
to prosecute them0^ 6^  tb6 Gov0rnm0nt of India will be at liberty
from tho original dml, tbe‘ r pa"b 3Pe80hes- 11 must not bo inferred 

, • g-*.- determination of the Government to prosecute for
v in W ^ h 11101 f Dg- fe°  v,*oIe,M,e fĉ at promoting disaffection of a less 

°  f a c t o r  *3 not an offence againt the law. The Government 
of India desire to make it plain that they will enforce the law relat- 
fig bo offences against the State as and when they may think fit 

against any persons who have committed breaches of it." "
thev liv  ,'t.a,tomen,t °! £he Brothers would have been justified had 
they given the undertaking they gave to thoso of their co-workers 
w o unbke themselves,i(d,d not believe in tba cult of violence.
B t the genera words publio assurance and promise to all who 
may require it”  could not in the circumstances leave any oue 'n

' Go% x
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\ d ® t . >s5/t o  the particular party who did require such ‘assXS^i® 
\M®£|>Whise!, and at whose bidding it was given. The VicbwjA-^ 

speech at the Chelmsford Club made it perfectly clear that the only 
definite result of the interviews was the apology and the under
taking from the Ali Brothers, and nothing less than fine sophistry 
could detect anything but the fact that Gandhi was treating with 
the Viceroy.

As has been mentioned before, a split threatened the Gandhi 
camp over this matter of the interviews and the Ali Brothers 
apology. Feelings, and especially the Hindu-Moslem pact seemed 
to bo very much strained when the Anglo-Indians press, following 
on the wake of the Viceroy at the Chelmsford Club, began to gloat 
over the humiliation of the Ali’s, while the more radical of Gandhi’s 
followers interpreted the Viceroy’s speech in tho sense that the 
loader of non-co-operation had been treating with the Government 
and had secured a pardon for the Ali Brothers by inducing them 
to give a public apology. What made the affair so very galling 
was that whilst the Ali Brothers remained free, tho lesser lights, 
the rank ar.d file of the non-co-operators, were encouraged to court- 
arrest aud imprisonment for speaking far less strongly. Hundreds 
of young non co-operators, unused to the slippery ways of politics, 
had willingly gone to gaol firm in their stand of saying 
the truth about the Govt., however hard and unpalatable. 
Some of them could easily have been saved by giving a similar 
apology, and it never occurred to any one to advise them to do 
so. On the contrary, their actiou was applauded by leaders and 
the whole of the bf-G-0 Press. One such was the case of Hamid 
Ahmed who had recently been sentenced at Allahabad to tran- 
portation for life and forfeiture of property for his active work in 
connection with the Khilafat. Mahomed Ali himself paid him a 
high tribute in a Bombay speech on 30th May. But the question 
was raised what consolation this tribute could mean to Mr. Ahmed 
coming as it did from one, similarly situated, who had saved himself 
by an apology and an undertaking to “ all who may require it”  1 That 
Gandhi had for once capitulated before the seductive diplomacy 
of the Viceroy, there was no doubt, aDd tho open charge was flung 
that in making the compromise as he did, Gandhi had given aw’ay 
tho v hole principle of non-co-operation and compromised the position 
of his Moslem friends in the eyes of the world.

"T h e  Agreed Statement”
The matter, however, came to a close ou July 30th after a great 

deal of excited aud acrimonious writing in the Press, by the issue 
of the following government statement agreed to by Mr. Gandhi or 
one side and the Viceroy ou the other;—

( i ' f T H E  A L I  BROTHERS’ ATOLOGY ( n y



f i / W \ v L  “ TBE AGREED" s t a t e m e n t
!  I IlUlExcellency the Viceroy’s attention has been directed, and J>y

\ • \ M^^Gyndni, to various statements that have appeared and to inferenpStlat / 
\ ^ xb^gZb^n/drawn in the public press relating to the conversations between

and Mr. Gandhi concerning Messrs. Shaukat Ali and Mahomed Ali, 
and which in some respects do not correctly represent the purport of these com
munications. Consequently the Yiceroj' authorises the publication of the follow
ing agreed statement, which briefly reproduces the substance of these conver
sations :—

“ All tho interviews between tbeVicpToy and Mr Gandhi resulted from con
versations between His Excellency and Pundit Malaviya, n lating to conditions 
generally prevailing in India. His Excellency informed Pandit Malaviya of the 
Government’s decision to commence criminal proceedings against Messrs. Shaukat 
Ali and Mahomed Ali for having made speeches inciting to violence, and the 
discussion turned upon the disturbances that might possibly ensue. Pandit 
Malaviya expressed the opinion that it would be of advantage for ills Excdleney 
to meet Mr. Gandhi. IHs Excellency replied that he would be glad to see 
Mr. Gandhi and hear his views if he applied for an interview.

“ On tho next day, Mr. Andrews saw TTia Excellency and suggested that His 
Excellency should see Mr. Gandhi. It, should be observed that various important 
matters were discussed during these conversations and that the proposed inter
view between His Excellency and Mr. Gandhi was intended to have reference to 
the situation generally.

“ His Excellency is, however, aware that Pandit Malaviya in inviting Mr. 
Gandhi to Simla did not refer to the conte mplated proceedings against Messrs. 
Shaukat Ali and Mahomed Ali.

“ In due course Mr. Gandhi came to Simla at the request of Pandit Malaviya 
and Mr. Andrews, and asked for an interview with His Excellency which was 
immediately arranged.

** At the first interview no mention was made of the proposed prosecutions. 
The conversation related to the causes of tho discontent in India. Upon the 
next occasion His Excellency stated that according to the Government reports 
responsible non-co-operators had made speeches inciting to violence contrary to 
the doctrine advocated by Mr. Gandhi.

“ Mr. Gandhi repudiated incitement to violence on the part of any of the 
responsible non-co-operators, and said that if he was satisfied that any of them 
had incited to violence he would publicly repudiate them and their teachings 
unless they withdrew statements that amounted to incitement to violence.

“rHis Excellency mentioned the names of Messrs. Saukat Ali and Mahomed 
A.i, and promised to show Mr. Gandhi passages in their speeches which, in his 
opinion, were calculated to incite to violence, and when the passages were 
actually read to Mr. Gandhi, he admitted that they were capable of bearing the 
interpretation His Excellency put upon them. He, however, asserted that lie 
was convinced that it was not intended by Mr, Shaukat Ali and Mr. Mahomed 
Ali to incite the audience to violence. Mr. Gandhi added that he would see 
them as soon a8 he left Simla and advise them to express publicly their regrets 
for the unintentional incitement contained in the passages.

“His Excellency thereupon asked whether, in view of the importance of the 
document, Mr. Gandhi would 6how him the draft of the statement, ho intended 
to advice Messrs. Shaukat Ali and Mahomed Ali to publish.

“ It was at this stage that the Viceroy said that it was proposed to institute 
criminal proceedings against Messrs. Shaukat Ali and Mahonn 1 Ali in respect 
of the passages, and that if Mr. Gandhi showed him the statement, and if it 
satisfied him from the standpoint of his Oovirnment, ho would use his influence 
to prevent the institution of the prosecutions, for, the Viceroy said, the object



( f f " T E E  AGREED" STA1EMENT
I  j of§gfe G(|\|rnmcnt would be attained it the making of speeches of AttoJeat;

\. V clfgbtmf wks in future prevented. ‘ k l  1 i
a nd h i readily agreed to show the statement. The draft stareafeffi-^ 

shown by Mr. Gandhi to His Excellency who pointed out that the 
urtroduhtion of certain paragraphs gave the statement the appearance of a 
manifesto including that of the religious creed of Messrs. Shaukat. All and 
Mahomed All. The Viceroy observed further that the statement was incomplete 
in so far a9 it did not contain a promise to refrain in the future from speeches 
inciting to violence. The Viceroy added that after publication of the statement 
Messrs. Shaukat Ali and Mahomed Ali could give any explanation by means 
of speeches, provided they did not infringe the law. Mr. Gandhi agreed to 
nelefce the paragraphs in question and add a passage to cover promises of 
future conduct.

“ His Excellency then informed Mr. Gandhi that if Messrs. Shaukat Ali and 
Mahomed Ali signed the statement as then altered by Mr. Gandhi, with the 
addition of the promise as to future conduct, steps would be taken to suspend 
the institution of proceedings and that no prosecution would take place so long 
as the promises given in the published statement were observed. But, if they 
were not observed, the Government remained free to take up prosecutions for 
the past speeches. The Viceroy added that in the event of the statement by Messrs, 
o.iaukat Ali and Mahomed Ali, and of the Government refraining in conse
quence from the prosecutions, it would be necessary to issue a communique 
explaining the attitude of the Government. There was, however, no detire to 
bargain. Mr. Gandhi even said that whether the prosecutions took place or not, 
ih‘. would be bound, after having seen the extracts, to adviso his friends, for 
their own. honour anti that of the cause, to express pnblicly their regrets.

“ Duriug the whole discussion His Excellency and Mr. Gandhi were actuated 
►3} t.ie d< s ic to prevent any untoward events that might result from the prosecu- 
tun:-. as alr>.» to prevent speeches inciting to violence. The Viceroy informed 
Air januia that he might not be able to prevent the commencement of proceed
ings a the statement was not published with the least possible delay. There 
w.u a r'-a ly much diBcû aion of the speeches, not only in India but also in the 
l  nited Kingdom. Mr. Gandhi agreed that the statement should be published 
\< thout delay. Mr. Gandhi then left Simla, and som • days afterwards tele
graphed to His Excellency that Mosers. Shaukat Ali and Mahomed Ali had 
signed the statements, with an immaterial alteration and sent it to the press 
lor publication.

“ Ihh alteration was as follows:— The passage in Mr. Gandhi’s draft state- 
on a v.ii- — -\\ >>. desire to state that we never intended to incite to violence,
!u" . vy  recognise that certain passages in our speeches are capable of bearing 
j> interpretation pur. upon them.” The passage substituted by Mr. Shaukat 

1 w,,b d<-Biro to state that we never intended to incite to violence and
we never imagined that, any passages in our speeches were capable of bearing 
rn< ln'■ 1 pretation put upon them, but we recognise the force of our friend’s 
arguments and interpretation.’’'

''.ifter the publication >f the statement an official "communique” was 
issued ;y the Government. Xhe terms of the ‘•communique” were not actually 
settled until m i before its issue, and Mr. Gandhi never paw it, although the 
substance of it as already indicated, has been communicated to him.

‘•la: main part of the interviews botw.cn 11 is Excellency and Mr. Gandhi 
consisted ni conversntioi.rf which ranged over the various causes of discontent in 
iicb.4, including fh Punjab (Ihnirb&ncps, the Khilafat agitation, the Treaty 
o. be v res, and the gen ral conditions of the people. Mr. Gandhi did not suhm’t 
any scheme of “Swaraj” to H!a excellency neither wan a scheme of “Swaraj” 
diBCQBsed at the interviews.”



■ e°5x

| i|  „  <SL
THE AL1 BROTHERS &

Ihe Karachi Khilafat Conference
flu tter*  th06,ev ieergeafo1ro?8 ^  AH f r° lherS whioh — ] so much 
Conference held at Erode w L  7 ™.!ereDceL 6Pecially to the Ulema 
1921. This wL the first t !  the fir8t few day of April

r j t : u dj ; i r ; £

M K t S  .b‘ „7d S  JlS‘
“ > ■ 1 1. r £ ‘s z l  t f s  *5'“  »

subjeot’ o^the Jnvarion °  ° A* s i M ̂ ' °S ̂ d  ^ "i^onV he
his internment at Phi r)A lmi ,ar story bad 150611 invented during
wa, challenged then " ' t K , \ dUr n^ the laSt War- The Govt
written to the Amir. S i f  Willi v-ter to have be0n
this Afghan bogey’ had a~n« Iam. ^ lncent. w^° stage-managed 
leader, but his method of a»  u ammUS agul,,8t the S^eat Moslem 
by fa<>ts. And beyond b « a i«>  " 6V6r T ?  nor ^ ta n t ia te d
alleged objective of this ‘traitor- ' T  a" d *tint8 as *o the 
were made publie bv the Go t f'n aC°0rdlng t0 SlrL Gillian., no data 

* A 00Vt f0r 8uPPO«»'g auch a serious charge.
T , 'he AHahabad District Conference.

Mo8l6me8pL !ToPvhvme^didb uot nro8t6d T ’!8 '°  ° reate a Hi»du- tation of Mahomed Ali » T0va mi,!Cb ° f a succo'8- The repu-
bosey'remained irviofate T h ifw  t0 ^  , by * .  ‘Afghan
Conference held on lltb M a y  l t o ?  I Z T  ir \  ababad D«triot 
° f Congressmen from all over India look d°m ^  “ nf attemianC0 
India meeting. Mr Mahomed AH , d T y much like m  oil- 

11(a) m d Ah was olected pres dent and in the



1’  \ c«|jke ptfbis address touched on the story of the Afghan ssa^n f 
\ V ^ 5 * | ,U t  was not true that, any non-co operator would ever feJuKL-i 

;'Af^hai>4nvaaioii. It was much better, he said, to remain in hell than 
to go to heaven with the aid of a foreign power. They wanted to win 
Swaraj but not with the aid oi a foreign power. If any such waged 
war against the present Government for the purpose of making India 
free, they would notrender any help to Government but would simply 
watch the fight and take no part in it because they did not believe 
in violence.

Mr. Gandhi, who did not think it necessary to refuto such an 
outrageous story as that he was in communication with a spy’ was, 
however, also drawn into the controversy. Writing on the ‘Afghan 
bogey’ he said that the non co-operators were not to help the Govern
ment in any case, aiid his writings were misinterpreted by many 
within the Congress-fold. Mr. Bepin ch. Pal and the Rev. Mr. 
Androws were afraid that Mr. Gandhi was unwittingly supporting pan- 
IsUmism. Mr. Lajpat Rai also wrote three articles in his paper 
Ranch Mataram strongly condemning the attitude that Moslems 
should join the Afghan invader in caso a jehad, was declared. All this 
controversy, however, died down with the publication of the 
apology.

The Broach Khilaiat Conference
On June 2nd, in the course of his speech delivered as the Presi

dent. of the Gujrat Provincial Kbilafat Conference held at Broach, Mr. 
MihomedAli referred at great length to the “  apology”  and said that 
he knew of no speech of his or of his brother in which either had incit
ed anyone to violence, nor did they know of any speech which they 
had undertaken not to repeat. Unlike Govt, he had no personal 
prestige to maintain beyond the prestige of truth and they could not 
sacrifice honeBty and justice at the heathen altar of personal prestige. 
Neither they nor anyone else on their behalf had ever dreamt 
of bargaining with the Government, and to talk of giving up their 
prosecution as if it were a quid pro quo, for their expression of regret 
to their own people is childish, but they would ODee more emphasise 
that, while their present policy coincided entirely with the creed of 
Mahatma Gandhi and those who like him believed in Ahimsa alone 
for all time, their creed did not coincide with the Mahatma’s but 
also permitted the use of force in self-defence and certain circum 
stances may make the uso of such force obligatory. It was their firm 
opinion baaed upon the experience of working the non co operation 
programme that iho movement had taken deep root in the country 
and that it would be ahsolulely enough for achieving their purpose, 
namely the redress of Kbilafat and Punjab wrongs and the attain-

TRB k r l l a F a t  CONFERENCE



' ^  i\l A HOMED ALES SPEECH  # /  ’  V 1
:. \ xMhi bf/Swaraia, ev<in daring the year, and they were full^ieln- 

vinded that the success of their movement depended entirelsk-fiAnJ 
inPanco of the spirit of non-violence among the people. 

Whilst, therefore, gladl V reiterating their faithful adherence to the 
programme of non-viole nt, non-co operation, they must exert their 
right to take up arms . gainst the enemies of Islam, should non-co- 
operation be found to hatV® failed and should Jihad be proclaimed 
in terms of the law of 'tslam. No follower of the faith could shirk 
his clear duty if it ovror came to him, as it had come to the warriors 
Badu, of responding to the call of Jehad. In support of this view 
he then quoted authentic passages from tho Holy Quoran.

It was not, 'ne said, because Mahatma Gandhi had preached 
Ahimsa that the Brothers also preached it to Mussalmans, but 
because their prophets also had preached and practised it bofore 
they were permitted in the last extremity to unsheath (heir sword 
in defence of lslani agai'ist its implacable foes. The teaching of 
Mahatma QJi*ndhi was dear to them because in similar circumstances 
it had been the teaching of thoir Prophet, but should circumstances 
chang", nobody knew better than tho Mahatma and nobody 
honoured them more for it than he did, that they would follow 
their own faith and thoir own conscience. What they certainly 
considered nfean and despicable beyond measure to do was to sail 
under false colours and make use of non-violent non-co operation 
to crpate an atmosphere of preparedness for the use of violence. If 
nothing else, tho honour of Islam itself demanded from the brothers 
and those whom they could influence, a faithful and literal adherence 
to the joint programme of work by Hindus and Mussalmans and the 
followers of other faiths at two successive sessions of the Congress 
and initiated in the first instance by the Central Khilafat Committee 
Pself. They were glad that Government had abandoned the idea 
of prosecuting them for adherence to thoir faith, hut they would 
have equally and gladly faced such a prosecution, What concerned 
them was the movement of non-co-operation and keeping faith with 
other co-worltors, not what Government chose to do or not to do.

The Karachi Khilafat Conference

And again, at the famous Karachi Conference, held at a time 
of great national triumph and all-India rejoicin'” over the Tilak 
Swaraj fund (see poste). Mr. Mahomed Aii referred to his famous 
apology in scathing terms of indictment of the honesty of the 
Government. This was the 8th All-India Khilafat Conference opened 
at Karachi on Sth July, 1921 and continued for 3 ds'«v Some 
■r>,000 persons were present. Monlvi Mohamed Sadiq, Chairman 
o f  tho Reception Committeo, in  his speech gave a lengthy recital

I. «*
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all-known Kbilafat grievances. (Sfje I. A. E. 1 9 2 n ^ M r  
Ali said in the course of his speech .__ * > J'^

a eyes of our enemies we are politically - p-rf-mer t„ nil ir.tor.fo 
IVe have been represented by the Sircar th ^  haying 1 ”  

is prepared to listen to us. But the wonder is that rer mv brother and n ^ a  If 
made the statement at Broach I went to Bombay r ‘ T w^re^atedW  I v  ^  
address which however I could not do owing to otb. engagements T  was 1 -en 
a warm reception at Poona and also an address of vveleomfbvthe' B~i>
of Belgaum. If more evidence were needed for o^r “ ndisturtd S  1 
Sindhis have given proof of it. If there ever were a doubt about it Pjr no more
exists now. I shall now refer to an important matter . ind tiler„ js k
m it. I shall begin and end with it. The degree O f fin " r ™  t P F  > 
malign us surpasses ali. The cordial relations of unity be tween Mahatma Gandhi 
and ourselves are like a magic drug which cures all dise,a9es The nf
Slate for India and the V.cercv have admitted it in Ihe' M n n t f o T p 7 t 
Some reactionary papers like the “ Daily Telegraph ” and th e ”
have repeatedly characterised the unity as an unscrupulous i
alliance. W onderful it is that a unity between master an“ slave should be 
considered natural. Regarding the so-called statement. apoloZ ® 
yon cal! it. I wish to say that it was primarily meant for they 'Dnblic . p* .
P m a n V a  lnd'vJdual nam08 were permissible, I declare it wL, meanbt fnrf 
lundit Madan Mohan Jlalaviya who entertained fears of an Afghan 
The apology was only concerning violence in general, and not regarding ° v 
particular speeches. When copusofthe speeches complained of were asked 
‘ b,'y nerM f  a, r , '  .Tne s‘atcment contained two things. (I) apology to you 
. ml l undit JIalaviya, (2 ) a declaration against violence unless the contrary is 
decreed m clear terms. I have given up carrying even a walking stick lest
Lr'all those wh.?»le y -°i En81 ,8h“ «J- The a5̂ 'auce that 1 have given is meant 
u , : !‘ S v'olence: , f'ubhc assurance is given to all who may i-qnire
apologise to the Government ‘ aP°l0gy meaDt f0r y°U' We CaU UeVeI

which I lhawii«ht wJr m°u“ u ia m ,-v baK a dooument regarding my statement 
lt 'nblic r t  v , publl8hed belore 1 'cave Sind. 1  have no authority to make 
humiliated U8h pntrt°lff adlna,!rie ChelmBfor<t clab boasted of having 
cafion I t ,  a\vav i WM 8 8p- ach at 12  0'cl0ck iu thu n'Bbt and the intoxi- 
announcement bvM^l at6 "  the V 'ê °y does not agree to a joint

“ - - f t -  “
the IUd'aU P6°Ple W0“,d * * *

men/ontn'od that ^  WaBj n view of the ,asfc 8ta^ment that Govern- 
wd t h e T n f  "0" 8®V0,jd6'JCa with Mr. Gandhi the result of which was the s ue °f the agreed statement ” of July 30th. 1921.

»»"- A I. BrothTrrwaVtub.eequTn°ry5 h e ld .-hi ReS°lutior’8 on which ,he ltia! of

of ti- •* Muslim'<ii|,,i1Bi0t - the Ab‘ ,nr" a Khilafat Conference declares allegiance 
the Fa “  uT ,0;  ° H,# thc :' ullan «f Turkey, the Commander

*"*

who ba,j ied tue(3) U further congratulate, those workers in Sind who u.ve undergone im.



\. V y !n t 3̂e cau8e of fcbeir religion and country and hopes that their^fclts ,
\ t / N y i t h  success. *

^*8 ™eet n̂P ^le All-India Khilafat Conference declares that so long
nrp«! .̂a? -8 °fc Izidian Muslims regarding the integrity of the Khilafat and 

afo baspd ^  *"!?? .8£>'nctit;y of Jazirat-ul-Arab and other holy places which
tieacJ n!r , w  ĥ r re 'B’ous canons are not fulfilled, neither shall they rest in" 
of Thrace and ? ’ n tP the cnemies of ' 6>am ; that the entire provinces
ot the Turkish SulK 8 sb,? ,orm ,he lntiissolubIe components of the territories 
shall Muslims toleratl* ‘ ° be bf ° IU the War' and in D° part ofPower. The Muslims nh.ii nfluence ancl interference of Greek or any other
upon the Turkish G overnm ent o^ff ‘ ° -u! condition the A1Iies wish t0 imP°se 
connection with the financial “ '1'fary, naval and air forces, or in
tend to interfere with Pr Judlc'a'administration, as that would
Sultanate. This Conference calls unon ,\nd<;peIldence o£ tha Kbilafat and the
tions to the above effect so that no Pdoubt be°T”  as^o ?1 “ r V  .fre8h dedfIa' of the Muslims. e Jett aa to tbe religions obligation

(5) Whereas Mesopotamia contains holy Places such . . a .  v •, ,
the descendants of the Prophet and holy saints u n d ' ^ t a  >h bUn? p,ac9S of 
of the Jazirat-ul-Arab, the influence, residence or entrance of nonVustiS8' t  
nals without the authority of Islamic Powers is not permissible by reiig” n and 
m case a colonisation of the above character comes about, it would conflict JVth 
their holyShariat. The Mussalmans are convinced that the Americans would take 
advantage of their nearness to tne holy places and revive their old enmities 
towards Islam. This Conference therefore demands that the above country be 
immediately vacated. ^

“ This meeting of the All-India Khilafat Conference heartily connratnlates 
Gbazi Mustafa Ketnal Pasha and the Angora Government upon their ruLnificenf 
victories and the success of their most desperate for s e l f . s n o r i f i e f j 
■n upholding the laws of Islam and this meeting 'prays to A t  igh L^G ^tb a t 
they may soon succeed in expelling the whole of the armies of the fore-on 
Government from every nook and corner of the Turkish Empi -e b

“ In addition this meeting clearly proclaims that it is in every wav relioi 
nusly unlawful for a Mussalman at the present moment to continue in the 
•trittsh Army or to induce others to join the army and it is the 
Mussalmans in general and the Ulemas in particular to see that these religious 
commandments are brought home to every Mussulman in the Arm- 61 b ° U8

“ Furthermore this meeting also announces that if the n .iiJi- r- 
were to take any military measures against the AMora GovM nm it au T ^  
indirectly, openly or secretly, then the Mussalmans of India will be c’nmrudl-d to 
commence the breaking of laws that is civil disobedience with it 1 '' 
of the congress and to" proclaim in the complete indep^Jen^ o f S Z  
Indians and the establishment of a Repubiic for the Government of fr j ja »

K h ila fa t C o m f  ? *  Al|- In<1ia Khj la ,“ ‘  Conference calls upon all local 
K h i.a fa t Commit.te, a to devise measures to absolutely stop d rin k in g  w ith in  tbeir 
d s tru ts , and congratulates the workers and volunteers of places where the
h e s T V l? 8! 0 has. diminished and further commands to them t̂o put forth theirbest efforts to achieve greater success.

Provin’ctafSiatrlct a tfv m , °f n"* A!,- Indl* Khila,at Conference culls upon all 
enlist a crere rf Iftn ls J  g° to P«‘ forth theit last efforts to
distres. Ih Sm.. 1  K J f  members and collect 10  lakhs of rupc-ts to relieve the dtstress iti Smyrna and aid the Muhajirin Relief Fund

ft)) this Conference strongly appeals to the Pirs and Zamlndars of Sind to

( ( (  j N v * * ]  t h e  Ka r a c h i  r e s o l u t i o n  i Q i r ^



( i f  THE T1LAK &WAHAJ FUND [f^Tv
\. \ w j^yHyc- interest in tbe Khilafat movement than they had done hithera| lud, 
\V'£?l!5 ^ ' T e fotmer t0 command their disciples to do the 6ame.

Other Resolutions
This Conference strongly condemns the repression inaugurated by the Govern

ment of the !■ rentier Province in its various districts such as Kohat and Hannu, 
its policy of imprisoning Khilafat workers and organizers and refusing admission 
to the students of the National Muslim University ft r collection of funds.

ibis Conference congratulates Sirdar Sarriul Singh Oavassn nr* of Lahore on 
the gieat suffering he has patiently borne in the cause of his religion and country 
ami further condemns the mischievous attempts of the Government to create 
disunion among tbe Sikh community.

1  iis Conference appeals to all people to take to the spinning-wheel and 
wear Khadder leaving the mill-made cloth for the use of the poor, while sending 
out to. ir clothes, made out of foreign articles, for the use of sufferers in Smyrna 
It appeals to them to carry out effectively this new step of the Non-co-operation 
programme, and secondly appeals to women to discard foreign cloth and thus 
remove the cause of the nation’s poverty.

THE T1LAK SWARAJ FUND &

The All-India Cong ress Committee
I ho month of July was the month of great National rejoicing 

at a crowning piece of triumph attended the constructive efforts 
o! the Congress party in the way of building up a fund commen- 
htuan wtlh the gigantic work undertaken on behalf of 30 crores of the 
" T  jnspite of the party plank of non-co-operation about

V-1..CJ opinions differed, there was no doubt that Indian opinion in 
t.j waBS v>as solidly at the back of the i‘Swaraj and Stcadethi aspect of 

- ong‘'6S8 campaign and when on July 1st. Mahatma Gandhi 
aiiiiouimeii at a meeting of the Bombay Stock Exchange that the
H ,.!Cn0hS T  tho ™ ak Swaraj Fund had exceeded 1 Crore Rupees, 

ci!) were thundering cheers in the city which rang and reverberat
ed tuioughour the country as the message was caught up over the
'V r°V, i ' l"08,, „  Bezwada meeting of the Congress Committee in 
i -\\n \ a - ~ a ehorts had been concentrated on raising the fund,

n it r?Wi ‘ hc;l'’ tbe Akal* S;!:u movement in the Punjab and
a uon-cn onlra n" S,khB’ waB cha^ d ,n 1112 1 ">* ^ ‘ ioh. As
iit r n a . L j  not defend himsei f, though, as Pundit 11 alaviy a said
httvlD17 “®e, f ‘altl!" would have exposed the fal- charge. The prosecution
an l - I n  r -.t  ̂ °fVe tfa.° ma’n charSe> the Sirdar voluutanly acknowledged it
1  , ini : ‘? ? entT,*a:J that 119 being prosecuted for having led the

t, ' 0 l̂ : r n Committee to accept non-co-operation which
rhf. I, iion M fitment offici&U and | artioularly Sirdar Sunder Singh Maiithia. 
liews anl t r  T ^ r “i th? Punjab Government well-known for bn, anti-Indian 
•vdrul’ m ^ i^ tk d  to the raking up of very old and lorgotten articles upon the

isssssisssr  u hc was buui:dup- <-*0#

' c°%\ I
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I* 1 M&atma Gaudhi, along with the great provincial leacrej^.1!r.
' n Bengal, Pb. Moiilal Nehru in the U. P., L a laO j^ ati 

X ^^ P ^ yttie  Punjab, and a host of other prominent Congress men, 
made incessant tours throughout tho country, addressing huge 
gatherings, explaining tho economic solution of the country, and 
collecting funds for tho Congress. The amount of work done by 
f H. ongtesb organisations throughout India during this short period 
ol d months was unparalleled in the history of the Congress. The 
!°  !\.C0 e.0t,° " 8 anj°unted to Rupees 1 Crore and 5 lacs ; Bombay 

ea ing t ê  ist with 40 lacs, Bengal 25 lacs, Gujrat and Kathiawar
U' Ja i q , aM’TT'^adraB 4 *acs, C. P. and Berar, Maborastra

o 'z l f  «hnH 6^ h 3 ^  U' P' t 'T°  a" d l,alf lacs< Sind and Delhi each -  lacs, and other provinces smaller amounts.

of the connrrvP' e,, l stll'’Ress- an eye-opener to the true sense of the country, a thnig which could hardly be believed. Indeed
undit Malaviya, thei great Indian Independent Liberal, thought 

oidy a few days back that ,t would be an unqualified success to 
the credit of M. Gandhi if he could raise even half the amount 
And yet, inspite of the Government pounching upon the workers 
as seditionists and carrying on an active anti-non-co-operation cam
paign, backed by the whole Anglo-Indian community and the Mode
rate parly, with oppression on one side and contumely on the other 
Mahatma Gandhi raised the ‘crore’ from the mass of the people. It- was 
almost a miracle in Indian public life, and a great warning of thing; 
that were to come. The bulk of the crore came from the poor 
middle-class people, who, under the trying economic conditions of the 
l"ne, wore living a barely hand to mouth existence. The merchants 
and tradors also contributed liberally, and the wealthy and shrev.d 
businessmen broke altogether a new ground. They knew the nature 
of economic conditions, and having a more clear perception of cornin'* 
svents than the easy-going conservative Zamirtdars, hastened to com 
tribute to a movement which promised to usher in Swaraj. It was 
s|gnificant that the Parsis and Marwaris, the merchant princes of India, 
w"°  rarely idemiiy themselves with politics, now name forward and” 
contributed largo sums to tbe fund. From the Viceroy and Provin
cial Governors down to the petty Government officers in the mofussil 
station, there was constant reiteration accompanied by the usual 
official frown that tbe Gandhi movement was calculated to bring 
anarchy in the land ; tbe fears of the wealthy were roused by the 
suggestion that they would be tbe first sufferers under Gandhi 
Swaraj and lurid stories were spread of the terrorr of Bolshevism 
’ owards which the country was alleged to be driitjng, and at the 
hack of all this was the more effective and d'astir measures 
bureaucratic coercion, police intimidation and bulking.
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(i I Another work to which Gandhi direoted his hand was taffljltl- 
K ^ m r / r b0i ,0ra.igI1 cloth- ° n J »"e  30tb he addressed b lM n  J 

■■ ^ r o ub 1 i0 meetings at Bombay for making collection to the Tilak 
bawafaj fund and exhorted the audience to complete tlm boycott 
campaign as effectively by August next. All his great followers, Messrs 
Das, iNohru, Lajpat Rai, did the same in the provinces. A flush of
auccosa animated Congress-workora and a vigorous campaign for tho
boycott went on apace culminating in a huge bonfire of foreign cloth 
all over India on August 1st. 1922.

lhe All-India Congress Commutes.
On July 28th the All-India Congress Committee met at Bombay 

to consider their next programme of work. It was a very important 
meeting, iw o hundred and twenty-nine members ol the Committee 
atten e from all over India. lhe Committee sat for three days 
during which there was an animated discussion and finally the 
resolutions given below were passed.

Prominent among those who stood in opposition to some of the 
items were Pundit Madan Mohan Malaviya, Mr. V. J. Patel and a 
tew Maharashtra delegates, including Mr. Kelkor. All the important 
resolutions were moved by Mr. Gandhi who easily secured au over- 
\v 6 ming majority in spite of many amendments moved. About 
this time it was officially announced that the Prince of Wales was 
coming to India next winter and the Congress on behalf of the 
Indian people decided to boycott him.

f W ^1 CU8sillg t 1̂6 concerning the boycott of the Prince
0 a ea visit, Pundit Malaviya opposing urged that the visit of the 

rmca was merely a conventional one, and that he was not coming
to strengthen the hands of the bureaucracy as was alleged. Mr. 

a omet a t replying said that India was in no mind to receive the 
nice, eing in mourning. liven if the Prince came on a mere

of r'hlllp0lm v‘8jItr1,ldi“  dld noc want any boons even at the hands01 the t rmce of Wales.

dispusa^n,rU8°lUt'0n 011 t*le boycott 01 foreign cloth evoked a heated 
bv Mr S0veni1 amendments were moved. Mr. Patel supported
thoushr ' L* *lC- °P^08ed the destruction oi foreign cloth which ho 
... „ V i'la va, '* roughly at hundred crores and which he described 
ill-clad or n'I'*d^’ esi'ec' ady at a time when millions were either

of pi full u asured that the clause referring to the destruction
and dt .I..--1' y t0 cloth-dealers but to the consumers only
„ir„r. m . °!i T f-0 made ' n tho text of the resolution to that 

- ii, , 11 >?,K 11 u 30 modified the resolution adding words “ as 
• | 881 0 the oharka schools. Pundit Malaviya moved a
-so  amend me'its suggesting tho introduction of power-looms in
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• hand-looms and use of Swadeshi cloth in addiffohifcB
Ivbaddur to help the production of Swadeshi cloth and e lim in ate / 

Y^^dll^jSarhopoly. To this Pundit Motilal Nehru replied saying that the 
boycott of cloth was resorted to because the use of cloth was universal 
and therefore would entail sacrifice on everyone which was a 
cardinal point in their creed of national purification. It was through 
the ruin o( her textile industry that India has been brought to her 
present degraded position. Ho laid stress on the necessity of 
developing tho spirit of self-reliance.

On tho second day of the mooting, on 29th July, Mr. Patel at 
the start raised a point of order which was hotly discussed for houra 
together demanding a ruling from tho Presidont whether the All- 
India Congress Committee could inaugurate civil disobedience not 

- sanctioned by the last session of the Congress. The President 
declared that the constitution provided that the All India Congress 
Committee could initiate any policy us it had all the powers of tho 
Indian National Congress when not in session. Members from 
Aligarh and U. P. who wantod to start civil disobedience at once 
opposed the first part of this resolution, and suggested that reforonce 
to Aligarh be deleted as it would prejudice the case of the accused 
then undergoing trial.

Another amendment keenly discussed related to that part of 
the resolution which emphasised that the way to freedom lay 
through voluntary suffering and through imprisonment without 
defence. The opposition had the support of Pt. Malaviya. Motnbei'3 
from Mahnrastra led by Mr. Kelkar, and from Nagpur (C. P .) led 
by Mr. Abhyankar, were for a modifying clause to include tboBe 
who wont to jail after defending thomsalves. The case of Lokamanya 
i'lak  who defended himself when prosecuted was cited in support of
fho amendment.

Next day, July 30th, was taken up with delegating powore to 
the Working Committee. Mr. Gandhi moved that all powers of tho 
All-India Congress Committee bo delegated to the Working Com
mittee. There was a very keen and bitter opposition to this resolution 
‘ tom a few members who expressed their opinion that the All-India 
^°ng. Com. would be taking a suicidal step in surrendering all powers 
f° a small body. Three amendments were moved to the proposition, 
j^r. Patel moved that if the decisions arrived at by the Working 
^ommittoe were not unanimous no action should be taken on tho 
^solution passed and the matter should bo referred to the All-India 

I "O'tgresa Committee. Another amendment was moved by Mr. Jaewani
Sind asking for provision that a resolution failing to be passed 

y a four-fifths majority be held in abeyance and referred hack 
the All-India Congress Committee. A third amondraout was 
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t. \ riggtetl giving specific powers only to the Working Committee^ |e ^

 ̂ Mr. Gandhi modified his proposition and put in the words 
“ that tho Working Committee would use powers of the All-India 
Congress Committee in urgent matters only.”  The first and third 
amendments were withdrawn and the second was lost. A resolution 
was then moved to the effect that the remaining matters on the 
agenda be disposed of by the Working Committee. Pundit Eambhui 
Dutt strongly opposed this, saying that some resolutions were either 
against the Working Committee or made personal charges against 
important members of the Committee. The President assured them 
that in such matters no final decision was likely to be arrived at and 
that the Working Committee would in such cases send its recom
mendation for decision to the All India Congress Committee, and 
the resolution on this assurance was then carried by a majority.

The Resolutions as finally passed are : —
Resolution No. 1—On Boycott oi the Prince.

In the event of the British Government persisting in bringing to India Hia 
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales inspite of the growing unrest anrl discontent 
by reason of the failure of Government to respond to popular will, the All-India 
Congress Committee is of opiuion that it is the duty of everyone, in terms arid 
in virtue of the Non-co-operation resolution passed at the Special Session of the 
Congreca in S-ptember 1920 at Calcutta and reaffirmed at the ordinary Session 
in December 1920 at Nagpur, to refrain from participating in or assisting any 
wi !<• i*» to His Royal Highness or any functions organized officially or otherwise 
in connection with his visit.

While the All-India Congress Committee considers it its painful duty to 
tender the above advice to the people, it desires to place on record its opinion 
that India bears no sort, of ill-feeling against the person of His Royal Highness, 
and that this advice is tendered because the Committee regards the proposed 
vu.a, as a political move and calculated to give strength and support to a system 
of Government that has resulted in a breach of faith with the Mussalraans of 
India ami atrocious injustice to the people of India, as during the Martial IjUW 
days hi 1919 in the Punjab, and a system that is designed to keep India as long 
as possible from her birth-right of Swaraj.

Resolution No. 2 —On Charka & Swadeshi.
Tl*e All-India Congress committee desires to tender its congratulations 

co tne nation upon the fulfilment of the resolution arrived at Bezwada to collect 
one crore of rupees for the All-India Tilak Memorial Swaraj Fund, and in this 
connection specially tenders its warm congratulations to the generous citizens 
f Bombay without whose response the resolution seemed to be impossible of 

fulfilment. r
(!)) In order to be able to attain Swaraj and to secure the redress of tbe 

, tl:t; Punjab wrongs (luring the current year, the All-India Congress
Committee desires that all Congress organisations and those who sympathise 
win tisr national aspirations should concentrate their attention upon attuning 
complete boycott cf foreign cloth by the 90th of September next and manufac
ture of Kbaddar by stimulating hand-spinning and hand-weaving, and to this 
c‘n > All-In i a Congress Committee advises that all persons belonging to the

( I f  A L L - I N D I A  C O N G R E S S  C O M M IT T E E
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1  I U^Rresa Ishall discard the use of foreign cloth as from the 1 st day o l W l t  
\ • V ad vises all Congress organisations :—  1 /

use all national institutions as far as possible for hand-spinning and 
x^^and3v:€aving ;

(2) to introduce spinning-wheels into the homes which do not yet possess 
them ;

(3) in every district to take a census of weavers and to induce them by 
offering facilities to discard the use of foreign yarn and to use as far as possible 
hand-spun yarn and otherwise to use Indian mill-spun yarn ;

(4) to induce by special encouragement weavers who have given up their 
calling to return to it ;

(5) to take a census of cotton carders and to induce them to prepare cards 
for spinning;

(G) to open depots for the supply of Khadder, spinning-wheels, hand-looms 
and all accessories required for spinning and weaving ;
. ?ollec! fore'gQ do111 from consumers for destruction or use outsideIndia at their option ;

(c) The All-India Congress Committee invites the mill-agents and share
holders of the great spinning and weaving companies in Bombay, Ahmetiabad 
and elsewhere to support the national effort by regulating the price of mill-hands 
and other expenditure and so as to be within the reach of the poorest and 
trusts that in no case will they raise the price beyond the prevailing rates. ’

(d) The All-India Congress Committee invites the importers of foreign 
cloth and yarn to co-operate with the nation by immediately stopping all 
foreign orders and by endeavouring to dispose of their stock ub far as Possible 
outside India.

Resolution No. 3 — On Temperance Work
The All-India Congress Committee notes with deep satisfaction the growth 

Of public opinion and the campaign against the use and sale of intoxicatin'* 
liquors or drugs by means of peacefully picketing shops licensed for the purpose 
of selling such liquors or drugs, and notes with concern the undue and improper 
interference commenced by the Government in various parts of the country 
with the recognised right of the public to wean weak members from temptations 
to visit such shops, and desires it to be understood that, in the event of such 
interference with the peaceful exercise of the said right being persisted in, the 
Committee will be prepared to recommend the continuance of picketing in dis
regard of snch interference and advises the Working Committee to investigate 
cases of interference and authorised disregard thereof, whenever and wherever ’t
may be considered desirable and in the interests of the movement.

The All-India Congress Committee congratulates the Thana District Board 
for its resolution on picketing and the determination to continue it and ” s 
upon other Local Boards and Municipalities in India immediately to follow tno 
splendid lead of that Board.

The All-India Congress Committee appeals to the keepers of shops for the 
sale of intoxicating liquors or drugs to recognize the growing force of aente 
public opinion against the continuance of Buch trade and to respond to the wish 
of the nation by immediately discontinuing it.

Resolution No. 4 —On Repression & Civil Disobedience
The All-India Congress Committee deplores the exocsBeB committed by 

crowds at Malegaon and recently by some people in parts of the City of AIiga*h 
even though under grave provocation, and advises Congress organisations tj
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i I  f inBfcate among the people the importance of observing the spirit of fcApplIte 
\ • V nonviolence as an indispensable part of Non-co-operation, and whilst coptfcrfc- 

ing those isolated instances of popular violence the Committee deHrcs*to^ 
^xjteongralinlate the people of India upon their having exercised complete self- 

restraint notwithstanding grave provocation given by the local authorities as in 
Dharwar, Matiari, Gnntur, Chirala, Parala, Kerala, North-West Frontier Pro
vince, Kcojhar and elsewhere.

The All-India Congress committee tenders its sympathy and congratulations 
to the families of those who have lost their lives by the uuprovoked fire opened 
upon them by the local authorities at several places and congratulates all those 
brave and innocent citizens who have been wounded or are suffering imprison
ment, and records its deep appreciation of the fact that in the majority of cases 
the patriots went to jail without offering any defence whatsoever.

The All-India Congress Committee is of opinion that the way to freedom 
lies only through voluntary Buffering and therefore through imprisonment of 
innocent men and women without defence or bail.

The All-India Congress committee regards repression going on in several 
parts of the country and the serious and wide-spread repression going on in the 
United Provinces as a sign of the near approach of freedom, and therefore hopes 
that the people in the provinces concerned will not be frightened or demoralized, 
and that willing workers will come forward to take the place of those who with
out any moral breach on their part might lose their lives or might be imprisoned.

The All-India Congress Committee has taken note of the reasonable desire 
of workers in the United Provinces and other parts to take up civil disobedience 
in answer to the repressive measures of Local Governments, and has also taken 
note of the fact that the Administration in the North-West Frontier Province 
has prohibited the entry into that Province of the members of the Frontier 
Inquiry Committee appointed by the Ceutrai Kndaiat Committee to enqnire into 
the outrages alleged to have been committed by the local offieia.s in bauoo, but 
with a view to ensure greater stability of non-violent atmosphere throughout 
India and, in order to test the measure of influence attained by the Congres 
ever the people, and further, in order to retain on the part of the nation an 
atmosphere free from ferment necessary for the proper and swift prosecution of 
Hwadeshi, the All-India Congress Committee is of opinion that civil disobe
dience should be postponed till after th. completion of the programme refer- 
r :d to in the resolution on awadeshi, after which the Committee will not 
hesitate, if necessary, t o aend a coarse of civil disobedience even though

might have to b a Special Session of the Congress ; provided,
howev.-r, that it is • , .. Province or place to adopt civil do uence
subiHct to the previous. , > .,ralof the Working Committed obia.ued witmn the 
constitution tnrough the Provincial Congress Committee concerned.

Other Resolutions
B. The AU-India Congress committee hereby authorises the Working Coe, 

mntee to take all such a -non as may bo necessary to give effect to the resolu*
, 'nna of the Congress a’ ; the AU-India Congress committee and to deal with 
all matters with whioh th, All-India Con • mmittee is empowered to deal
,,nd ..oich may arise whilst this com. >ie> not sitting and which may 
require urgent attention.

t>. The all-India Congress commit re cells upon the people of the provinces 
p.nd districls which have not yet carried out their full quota of all the items 

t-0  Bezwada programme to compe te it same as early as possible irrespective 
ot the Nation having completed the programme as a whole.

ALL INDIA CONGRESS COMMITTEE [itaftiA?
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I  1 jkj© . Tiat the following resolution passed at a public meeting of the\J§gcas
\v,\o^Sbmbay held on the 26th April 11)21 under the auspices of the (JeiM rll;

mmi1 1ee of India be recorded .—  ^
V view of the fact that the destiny of the people of India is inevitably

linked with that of the neighbouring Asiatic Nations and Powers, this public 
meeting of the Mussulmans of Bombay requests the All-India congress Com
mittee to promote feelings of amity and concord with neighbouring States, and 
with a view to establish mutual good-will and sympathy to promulgate a clear 
and detinite foreign policy for India.”

Resolved further that the grateful acknowledgments of the All-India con
gress Committee be communicated to Mr. Pickthall, the Chairman of the said 
meeting, and to the central Khilafat Committee of India for inviting the atten
tion of the All-India Congress Committee to a matter of such importance and 
that the W orking committee be asked to frame a statement of policy for present
ing the same at the next meeting of the All-India congress committee for its 
consideration.

8. This committee appoints Mr. Umar Sobani of Bombay to act as Joint 
Treasurer in the absence of Beth Chotani.

9. The following members constitute the Working committee •—
Pr esid en t— (1) S3. C. Vijiaraghavachariar.
Ex-Officio General Secretaries—(2 ) p. MotiJal Nehru /S', Dr M a 

AnBari. (4) Sj. C. Rajagopalackariar.
T reasurers— (6) Seth Jamnalal Bajaj, (6) Mr Umar Sobani.
Elected—(7) Mahatma Gandhi. (8) Lala Lajpat Rai. (9) Si C R Das 

(10) Mr. Mahomed Ali. (11) Sj. N. C. Kelkar. (12) H. Ajmal Khan (131 Si’
K . Venkatappah. (14) Sj. Rajendra Prasad. (15) Sj. V. J. patel

10 . In the event of a vacancy occurring in the Working Committee, the 
Secretaries shall take steps with all possible despatch to fill in the vacancv by 
asking for nomination and voteB by correspondence, provided that the work of 
the Committee shall not in any way be stopped or be affected by reason of 
such vacancy.

1 1 . That, the Working Committee be authorised to deal with the accounts 
and funds of the Tunjab bub-Committe? appointed on the 8th June 1919 and 
tako such other steps as may be necessary to wind up the affa.rs of that 
Sub-Committee.

The Holocaust of British Cloth
l r m r  t o e '  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  C o n g r e s s  C o m m i t t e e  w a s  o v e r  a 

g r e a t  m  va " i d e  by  t h o  n o n  c o - o p e r a t o r s  t o  c o l l ,  t - s much, 
d i s c a r d e d  .v iancne6ter  a n d  f o r e ig n  c l o t h  as  p o s s ib l e  t .or a  h u g e  
b o n - f i r e  J  thorn. B u r n ,  b u r n ,  b u r n  ! r a n  t h e  c r y .  I t  w a s  G a n d h i  w h o  
w a s  th e  sole  in s p i r e r  o f  th is  f ie ry  m o v e .  H e  l e d  t h e  w a y ,  h o  a p p l i e d  
t h e  t o r c h  ; o t h e r s  f o l l o w e d .  N o t  o n e  a m o n g s t  t h e  o t h e r  s t a lw a r t s  
o f  T-C O  h a d  t h e  c o u r a g e  t o  a p p l y  t h e  l i g h t e d  m a t c h  t o  t h e  p i lo t !  
m il l io - .d  ■ v e a su ro d  l i n e n — g i l t - e d g e d  lal ' rhe  N a t i o n ’ s s in  a n d  
s h a m e .  T .  j  e n t h u s ia s m  in the  i t y  ran  \ei,.  - > f o r  t h e  w h o l e  w o r k
a n d  m e e t i n g  a f t e r  . u . . .g  was h e ld ,  a t t e n d e d  by  t e n s  o f  t h o u s a n d s ,  
in  w in .  c  t h e  c l o th  b o y c o t t  w a s  s t r o n g l y  i n c u l c a t e d .  A s  a  i ! i  ; c lo se  
tQ t h e  la b o u r s  o f  th e  C o n f  ess C o m m i t t e e ,  i t  w a s  d e o i d e d  t o  celebrate 
h e  e v e n s  b y  su ch  a  g r a n d  sp o c ta o u la r  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  ac  w i l l  it«toh



^
GANbHl ON ‘ IVEY BURN’ ?

r  y t^Jirnaftination of the people and burn into them the BinfumeSs Bf 
\"Vfoi'eign cloth. '  - *l- '

Tjfi July 31st there was a tremendous gathering of some 2 to 3 
hundred thousand people to witness the great holocaust. The pile of 
foreign cloth collected was ranged in an enormous circle about a mile 
in diameter and some 3 feet high. All sorts of foreign clothing, from 
rich brocades and silk saris to torn hats, coats, neck-ties and collars, 
were thrown into the pile. All the prominent provincial leaders 
who had gone to Bombay for the Congress meeting were present, 
M. Gandhi came in the evening and at once applied a lighted 
match, and tho fire leaped up and went round the circle in a few 
minutes, and in about a couple of hours the huge pile worth ernes 
of rupees was burnt to ashes ! As the flame leaped up and enveloped 
the whole pyramid, shouts of joy resounded from every corner of 
Bombay, and a glow of freedom was lit up in the face of the vast 
concourse. Similar, though much smaller, bon-fires blazed at many 
large towns all over India.

Writing in his paper “ Young India” on this insensate 
waste when millions of the poor people were going half-naked M. 
Gandhi said :—

W h y  B u r n ?
‘‘Critics have overwhelmed me with their rebuke regarding the burning of 

foreign cloth. After having considered every argument advanced against it, I 
cannot help saying that destruction is the best method of dealing with foreign 
cloth. The Provincial Congress committee baB left it optional to the givers to 
choose between destruction and despatch to Smyrna or elsewhere. The discussion 
of the question therefore lacks the importance it would have had, if destruction 
had been the only method prescribed for dealing with foreign clotheB, The 
propriety of destruction dependB upon the intensity of one’s belief in the necessity 
of discarding foreign cloth. Ju6t as a converted tee-totaler will not hand the 
contents of hia wine-cellar to a needy neighbour, so would a votary of Swade6hi.
If he feels as keenly as the tee-totaler he will refuse to give to the poor the 
contents of his wardrobe. I hold that the wearing of foreign cloth in India is 
almost as bad as drinking. 1  am not sure that it is not even worse than drink
ing m some respects. For the last hundred and fifty years India has been import
ing foreign cloth at the expense of her great cottage industry, its spinning. As 
Mr. Romesb Chandra Dutt has pointed out in his study of the history of the deli
berately planned destruction of the spinning and weaving industries of India. 
Bihar which was once one of the richest provinces of India was rpdueed 
to poverty by the systematic and cruel destruction of her flourishing industry 
of spinning and weaving. If we only realised the magnitude of the iniory 
U'ni'. by the East India Company and of the sin committed by ns in yielding to 
'  ■e prosecution of the Company’s 'Gumastas’ or the temptations put in our way, 
et- would hang our heads in shame. Our great National Industry would not 

Perished, our women would not have been forced to labour on public roads, 
jli.lio,,. 0f our people would not have been obliged to remain a part of .‘he year 
in enforced idleness if we could have retained Swadeshi, In my humble opind 
cloth whioh revives Each black memories aud is a mark of our shame and dcgr.i 
ition is fit only to be destroyed, It certainly cannot be given to the poor. V



^  GANDHI 0N ‘ W EY b u r w \ ( c \ ¥ sj I ( H f 1! much greater regard for their feedings and their nationlrWltlire
' . V t h ^ ^ o  thiy'u that we serve them by giving them what to ns is a mark df ourj 

^£^4iould not India’s poor have a sense of patriotism 1 Shoulotbey* 
feelings about dignity and self-respect in the same manner 

as'wS br.ve f I would not have the meanest of us remain without a spirit of 
true patriotism. Just as we would or at least ought to recoil with 
hor»r from giving them rotten food or food we will not eat, so should we 
feel aoout giving them foreign cloth. A moment’s thought would also 
show that much of the fineries we are throwing away are perfectly useless 
for the poor. Of what use can the dirty hats and caps stinking with our perspi. 
ra 1011 be to them, or the rich silk earies and the finest muslins that are being 
given up ! Ihey had no value except for the wearers who loved these things. 
They cannot clothe the famine-stricken. The things that are really useful to 

em are very few indeed. But I do not base my argument for destruction upon 
the uselessness _ of the clothing discarded. My argument goes much deeper, if 
°“ ’y ^ 0a,f 6 16 18 baseli„u7!!on a 8entiment on which alone the noblest in us is 

1, r®ared- ky should an Englishman reBent an insult to a tattered 
flag ? But he does, and rightly thinks that he must. What harm is there in 
gaming a million by concealing my faith for a moment • But I  may not for the 
kingdom of the world For exactly similar reasons we may not‘ use foreign 
cloth for the poor in India. And it is after all making a convenience of an act 
of renunciation to send cloth thus discarded even to Smyrna or elsewhere abroad 
But the moral objection to the despatch abroad is certainly not so strong as to’ 
ltB use at home.” fa u

O f  all t h e  g r e a t  a n d  g i a n t  b l o w s  t h a t  t h e  M a h a t m a  d e a l t  o n t  
in  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  h i s  h u r r i c a n e  c a m p a i g n  a t  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  m o r a l  
e v i l s  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  N a t i o n ,  u n t o u c h a b i l i t y ,  d r i n k - h a b i t ,  s u p i n e n e s s  
f e a r f u ln e s s  a n d  t h e  f o r e i g n - c l o t h  h a b i t ,  t h i s  h o l o c a u s t  w a s  t h e  m o s t  
d a r i n g .  I t  f l a m e d  t h e  h a t r e d  o f  h is  e n e m i e s  as  m u c h  a s  i t  g a v e  
l i g h t  t o  h i s  f r i e n d s .  T h e  f o r m e r  s a w  in  t h e  a c t  o f  t h e  h o l o c a u s t  
an  e x h i b i t i o n  o f  r a c ia l  v i o l e n c e  t y p i f i e d  b y  t h e  a n g r y  r o a r  o f  t h e  
t o n g u e s  o f  f iv o .  T o  sa y  a n d  p r e a c h  a g a in s t  B r i t i s h  y a r n  w a s  o n e  
t h i n g ,  b u t  a c t u a l l y  t o  d o  as  p r e a c h e d  a n d  m a k e  a  s p e c t a c u la r  
d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f  i t  b y  p i l in g  u p  L a n c a s h i r e  in  o n e  p l a c e  a n d  s e t t i n g  
f ire  t o  i t  w a s  a  s o r t  o f  p r o v o c a t i o n  s c a r c e l y  l e s s  i n t e n s e  t h a n  
t h e  t h r o w i n g  u p  o f  t e a - c h e s t s  in  B o s t o n  b y  t h e  A m e r i c a n s  o n  
t h e  e v e  o f  t h e i r  w a r  o f  i n d e p e n d e n c e .  I t  w a s  n o  d o u b t  t h a t  
h a v in g  o n c e  h a d  t h e  s ta r t ,  t h e  b u r n i n g  p r o c e s s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  a n d  
s p r e a d  f r o m  o n e  e n d  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  t h e  o t h e r  a n d  n o t  s t o p  t i l l ,  
as  G a n d h i  h o p e d ,  e v e r y  a r t i c le  o f  f o r e ig n  c l o t h i n g  h a d  b e e n  
r e d u c e d  t o  a sh e s  o r  s e n t  o u t  o f  I n d i a .  R e p l y i n g  t o  t h e  c h a r g e  
t h a t  t h is  b u r n i n g  t e n d s  t o  in c r e a s e  r a c ia l  b i t t e r n e s s ,  G a n d h i  f u r t h e r  
sa id  : —

If the emphasis were on all foreign things, it would be racial, parochial and 
winked. The emphasis is on all foreign cloth. The restriction makes ail the 
difference in the world. I do not want to shut out English lever watches or the 
beautiful Japanese lacquer work, Bnt I must destroy all the choicest \.-inep of 
Europe, even though they might have bpen prepared and preserved with all the 
roost exquisite care nr -i attention. Patan’s snar >; are moBt subtly laid and they 
wj the mos' tempting, when the dividing line between right and wrong is so



f f f f i f w  T1I"4K ANNIVERSARY DAY .
! = 1 tb î^as to^be imperceptible. But the line is there all the eame, rigid** ctfc!
\* \  iifg®  ble * ' Any crossing of it may mean certain death. ^
V '\ . -— is racial to-day. It is with the utmost effort that I find it possible 

^ibl^^J^under check the evil passions of the people. The general body of the 
people are filled with ill-will, because they are weak and hopelessly ignorant of 
the way to shed their weakness. I  am transfering the ill-will from m^n 
to things.

Love of foreign cloth has brought foreign domination, pauperism and what 
is worst, shame to many a home. The reader may not know that not long ago 
hundreds of ‘untouchable* weavers of Kathiawar having found their calling 
gone, became sweepers for the Bombay municipality. And the life of these men 
has become so difficult that many lose their children and become physical and 
moral wrecks; some are helpless witnesses of the shame of their daughters and 
even their wives. The reader may not know that many women of this class in 
Gu}rat for want of domestic occupation have taken to work on public roads, 
where, under pressure of one sort or another, they are obliged to sell their honour. 
The reader may not know that the proud weavers of the Punjab, for want of 
occupation, not many years ago, took to the sword, and were instrumental in 
killing the proud and innocent Arabs at the bidding of their officers, and not 
for the sake of their country but for the sake of their livelihood. It is difficult 
to make a successful appeal to these deluded hirelings and wean them from 
their muAierous profession. What was once an honourable and aTtistic calling 
is now held by them to be disreputable. The weavers of Dacca, when they 
wove the world famous subnum , could not have been considered disputable.

Is it now any wonder, if I consider it a sin to touch foreign cloth ? Will 
it not be a sin for a man with a very delicate digestive apparatus to oat rich 
food ? Must he not destroy them or give them away ? I know what I would 
do with Tieh foods, if I had a son laying in bed who must not eat them but would 
-t il gladly have them. In order to wean him from the hankering, I would, 
t ough able to digest them myself, refrain from eating them and destroy them 
'u hoi pr>. :ence, so that the sm of eating may by borne home to him.

The Tilak Anniversary Day
August l3t. was celebrated everywhere in India as the anniver

sary oi the great Lokmanya Bal Gungadhar Tilak’s death. The 
biggest demonstration was that at Bombay, where several lakbs of 
people gathered on the sea-beach to hear M. Gandhi speak on the 
occasion. So great, however, was the rush that the meeting had to 
be abandoned after M. Gandhi had spoken only a few words. The 
thoughtless crowd in its zeal to eee and hear the Mahatma pressed 
tor ward so heavily that, there was danger on the dais and its oceu- 
unts being thrown bodily into the sea. The address which Gandhi 

wanted to deliver was to the effect that foreign cloth was a pollution 
which had to be removed, preferably by burning. The sea beach 
on which they were assembled was the same one on which the great 
Tilak was oremated. ‘ We must acquire this site,’ said he, ‘where 
.ve cremated the remains of Lokmanya, Here, out of his ashes arose 
the nre of non co operation. It was on the 1st. of August last that 
non-co-operation was inaugurated, and it was in Parel where the
f.re blazed the day before that the nation had begun the final stage 
!U its march to Swaraj by purging its sin.’

' Go^X



( i f  THE C0MlhG v i s i r  0F TRli PRINCE
i4% j '  T̂ le Visit of the Prince of Wales \ S ^  I

demonstrations of cloth-boycott N-C 0  activity sooiK fresd 
active campaign of boycott of the Prince Of Wales. Prom 

sometime previous official arrangements were being made ready
neonffi"8 T h - ? ™ *  I,1Spit:e ° f th6 Sullen “ ood of *he.IndianP ° P! ' r T b® ^ nnce 3 1,ndlan tour- Postponed in the previous cold-
onim-n ’ h“d de ? ed owipg to importunate differences of
opinion amongst In, well-wishers in England, but as the prestige
? ,t|‘9 9 ro" "  was at Btake it was decided to have the Prince in 
7 „v  07*  “ " “ f t *  I 921’ and 3 press communique issued in
Tn,]L th- ® th® tour-Pr°e ramme of the coming Royal visit 
Indian opinion was never consulted by the Government before

moved0wieth 0di8 te°iSi0n Wa3 tak6n’ fraUght’ as S e q u e n t  events p oved, with disastrous consequences— disastrous not nnlv t-n h >
prestige of the Crown and the high-browed bureaucracy but" also to
the thousands of poor Indian homos which suffered a torture such as
even a famine or pestilence fail to inflict. The Lahore Municipal
mittee held a meeting on the 16th August and openly r e s o C l
ly a majority that they are determined not to accord to
His Royal Highness any welcomo whatever or incur any expense
in this behalf or take part m any official functions in his honour "
In Calcutta, supposed to be the stronghold of the Moderates
an attempt was made on August 25th. to bloster up a public meeting
of the citizens under the Governor, Lord Ronaldsbay, to Organise
a reception to be accorded to the Prince, but it broke up £  an
undignified and scandalous fiasco. The non-co-operators under the
ead of Mr. C. R. Das came to outvote the meeting in a body and

the Governor with all h,s European and Indian supporters tied
precipitately from the place leaving the meeting to be coverted
tnto a N-C O meeting which passed a resolution8 refusing °b ho 
name of the Calcutta public to welcome the Prince The -
s s s f ,!■>
Military and Police, held an exclusive "pardah meeting” from which 
the general public was excluded, and in the name of the people 
resolved to welcome the Prince and formed an influential Committee 
headed by the Governor to make preparations for the purpose 
Scores of similar bureaucratic indiscretions and want of act 
handling the situation cropped up at other places, while at many 
others tho official attempts proved successful and it was so arranged 
as to Bhow that a splendid reception awaited the Princo

12(a)
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Moslem Rising & Repression
On August 20th occurred the great Moplah outbreak in Malabar. 

The Moplabs are a race of Bturdy, independent-minded, supremely 
religious Mahomedans who have ever since British rule broken out 
from time to time into fanatical and open revolt. The outbreak of the 
20th August last gradually developed from a riot into an extensive 
armed rebellion. For this Government laid the responsibility on 
the non-co-operators, while the latter laid the blame on Govern
ment, Assuredly, these inflammable people had heard of Gandhi’s 
propaganda of subverting the ‘satanic Government’ , had their own 
domestic and economic troubles, and had exaggerated accounts of 
desecration of the liedaj. Government repressed their activities, 
prevented their leaders from approaching them, as Government
m.\ftr bolieved in the gospel of non-violence of the non-co-operators.

An official communique issued by the Madras Govt, about this 
time stated that seditious spoeches were made and seditious 
pamphlets circulated. More than that, bodies of so-called voluutoers 
were formed, given a kind of uniform, and in some cases armed with 
swords, ihe Government admitted that it took no steps against 
'ha volunteers. It intended to proceed against the agitators, but 
b- fore anything was done the outbreak took place. They realised 
the fateful effect of inflammatory and specially religious propaganda 
amongst the Moplabs. But since they have nothing but force and 
strength of arms to moot such a situation, repression was Btarted in 
t>. early months of 1921. Excitement spread from village to village, 
"rl the Karachi resolutions of July and innumerable other Khilafat,
- a twigs hold throughout July and August— all combined to fire the 

1 he exclusion by Govt, order of N C O leadors from tho 
.̂.op.ah territory prevented the creed of non-violence being preached.
' ,e I 011-violent and peaceful revolt all over India became a 

su i i.rranean propaganda of violence and slaughter in Malabar— 
s; 'vnrcjs, spears were secretly manufactured ; bands of despera- 

-s were collected, the unlettered priests preached their orthodox 
oi.trines about Kaffirs and Jehad, and preparations were ready to 

pr. ic atm t o Kingdom of Islam at war with the Kingdom of 
‘ . .  . s’8nal for this outbreak was an attempt made by the

! r!0 magistrate of Malabar to arrest some Khilafat workers.
± ,B l08|? k was hkat Moplabs broke out into a fanatic rebellion 
against Govt, and subsequently against the Hindu population as well, 

o -n wete innumerable cases of looting of Hindu houses, forced



TUE MUFFAl1 o u t b r e a k  C r \ w i
1= c|B|rsiooS of Hindus and other unmentionable atrocities comaStted 

' t r.inc*u population, men, women and children as a kvJdoJ 
The facts in detail are as follows :—
• v i  °v t tl30 o{ August 1921 serious agrarian trouble arose
in lSilambur owing to the Hindu Zamindars making new disposition 
of tuoir land. Tho Moplah tenants of Pookootur suffered great hard- 
sblps- Privileges enjoyed for generations were taken away and this 
naturally provoked the fanatic tenants. Riot broke out in Nilambur. 
the district authorities naturally sided with the rich land lords and 
tho poor tenants had no relief. Their troubled state made them fit- 
subjects for religious fanaticism, further roused by false stories of the 
success of the Khilafat agitation. On the fateful day, the 20th 
August 1921, the district Magistrate with a party of the Leinster 
Regiment arrived at Tiruvangadi, surrounded the mosque, and 
arrested three Moplah divines on the allegation of their having 
ef°Qlnon ™ Moplalls- News of this soon spread. At once a crowd 

<5,000 Moplahs came by train from Tanur to Prapanagadi and the 
•uent was at once sent out to moettbem. They were dispersed by 

Another crowd had in the meanwhile collected at Tiruvangadi 
raaudod the priests back. They were met by Lewis gun and 
ne fire, Here 2 British officers were murdered, and tho mob 
-oted the Railway station, cut the line, uprooted the rails, 
iailway buildings, levelled tho embankment and demolished a 
lway culverts. In a couple of days Ernad Taluk rose in armed 
n and cut itself off on a][ sides from British territory, and 

jplahs declared a Khilafat Kingdom. Within th •> next few
10,000 Moplahs raided Tirur, and created havoc in the 

-hbourhood, setting fire to tho Police station and the courts, 
idering all arms and ammunition and rooting up the rails. On 
2 l6t the Nilambur palace was sacked ; people were slaughtered, 
records of a century burnt, the promises partly demolished and 

furnitures broken. Regular looting, especially of treasuries and 
■ice stations, commenced in Nilambur, Manjari, Malapuram, Tirur, 

Palghat and other places. Soveral Europeans were killed. Euro
pean planters had to flee beforo the murderous mob. Hindu houses 
and temples were desecrated, blackmail levied and there were wild 
reports of Hindus being forcibly converted into the Moslem faith. 
On the 25th the Ernad treasury was lootod and cash to tho extent 
of Es. 6,00,000 vent into rebel hands. On the 26th. the “ battle 
of Pookootur” was fought for five hours, tho moplahs having placed 
themselvos in trenches fully armed with modern weapons, The 
engagement cost them .100 killed out of a mob of some 1,,000 strong, 
while the British regiment sustained a few losses. Soon, however, 
British troops bngau to pour into Malabar, a regular stampede

’ Go% \ .
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(5 IfoISved,* and on August, 26th Martial Law was declareVWtli;
\ s , 1st Ali Musaliyar, the rebel loader of the MdpjjA^J 

ftorrenflored with 40 men, and next day Kuntikoya Thangal, another 
Mo plan leader, was arrested. Gradually open fight was put down in 
all the large stations, but the majority of Moplahs fled to the hiiL 
and jungles of Malabar from which they came out for occasional 
raids and continuod to conduct a guerilla warfare.

In the interior of Palgbat and Mannarghat trouble continued.
A reign of terror prevailed, with pillage and arson committed every 
v.hore, especially in East Ernad, where Kunhabmad Haji declared 
himself an independent sovereign. At Allanallur, near Mannarghat, 
a serious skirmish occurred between the rebel gang and the British 
troops Hindus who did not actively help them wore forcibly 
converted. The trouble raged on for months, the rebels raising 
their head again and again, as soon as marching columns of British 
troops had gono by, By the end of tho year the situation was well 
in hand. And by the 25th of February 1922 Martial Law and 
extra troops were withdrawn from Malabar. Throughout the r 
paign British troops suffered a casualty of less than a hundred * 
about 1,000 Moplahs were killed in action and tens of thousand' 
injured and captured.

It is not yet possible to judge affairs of this period at M, 
at their proper value. As in the Punjab in 1919, things he 
during the Martial Law period in Malabar which do no credit 
administration. One glaring instance of cruelty of the adminis 
>o which history rarely affords a parallel and by tho side of win 
tho alleged misdeeds of the Moplahs appear trivial, leaked o 
Nov, mber 1921. This was the notorious Moplah train tragedy 

i a hundred prisoners were put in a closed and air-tight gor 
'an and despatched by rail; when the door was opened 66 

'  onud suffocated to death and the rest on the point of dying.
T he Arrest of the Ali Brothers.

-. . w v  a,fllilr.e of the Moplah territory sent a thrill of horror through- 
r>u . n< la' V,rom an outbreak against government it soon became 

" ar ,0'1 •'!* o'ln-raoslcms— Hindus suffering the most. Wave after 
e oi destitute Hindus left their all, even the life and honour of 

mi, women and children, and fled to Calicut and other asylums 
opened for the rofugees. It also a terrible sot baok on tho N-C 0  

jovomen a oocrate opinion and those who were not committed 
™  f° r °* * « •  «  tho N-C-0  were awed at the type of “  Swaraj” 
{’.'“ 'f 80f a, ‘ a abar. At Simla high officials were scanning the poli- 
,ra speeches o. tho loaders to discover passages which could como 

ucdor ibe ordinary criminal law of the laud, Maulana Mahomed



'. \ ^^jilolj^y1 with M. Gandhi and their staff left Calcutta on
•September to visit Malabar whore they intended to pacify the Aofefc^ 

^hyjg&iching their creed of non-violence. This was prevented, and 
on thoir way to Madras Mr. Mahomed Ali was arrested in the 
train at Waitair on September 14th. 1921. At first the arrest was 
made upon a warrant issued by the District Magistrate of Vizaga- 
patam to show cause why Mr. Ali should not be bound over to keep 
the peace for one year under S. 107, 108, Cr. P. Code. On tho 17tb, 
however, he was released and at once re-arrested by the Bombay 
Police who bad by this time arrived with a warrant of arrest and 
took him over to Karachi by a special train. For four days the 
nature of the charge for which tho arrest was made was kept a secret, 
and in the meantime other arrests followed. Mr. Shaukat Ali was 
arrested at the Bombay Khilafat office ; Dr. S. Kitchlew was arrested 
at Simla, and Pir Ghulam Majid at Sind. Moulvi Hasan Ahmed and 
Moulana Nisar Ahmed were also brought over to Karachi. And, as 
if to show that it was not a rounding up of the Khilafat leaders 
alone in pursuance of the oternal principle of divide et impera, Shri 
Sankaracharya, a Hindu divine of great eminence, was also arrested.
In a press-note issued by the Bombay Govt, on the 15th September 
it was announced that the nrrosts were sanctioned, with tho concur
rence of tho Govt, of India, for a resolution passed at the Karachi 
Khilafat Conference in July last in which Moslem troops were alleged 
to bavo boon seduced to leave the Army and the celebrated Ulemas’ 
Fatvja, since proscribed, wore circulated amongst Moslem troops.

Leaving tho great Moslem leader at Waitair, M. Gandhi, Mrs. 
Mahomed Ali and party then proceeded by the same train to Madras 
where on tho 15th a large public meeting was addressed 
by M. Gandhi who said that the arrest had come as a god send, 
and implored every body to show his fitness by taking all repression 
with perfect calmness. Mrs. Mahomed Ali also addressed the meeting 
and said that she had asked her husband to go happily to 
prison promising him to sorve tho country in his place. When the 
news of the arrest was Hashed all over the country, perfect peacn 
was observed everywhere ; there was not even tho much practised 
hartal at any place, and no commotion amongst the people in 
the mass, Mr. Gandhi was of course not allowed to proceed to 
Malabar.

Public meetings were held almost all over tho country in 
all large places where the Ali Brothers and the other leaders 
were congratulated for their arrest, for suffering righteously in the 
cauc-e of their religion and country, and the self same Fatten was 
read and re-read from a hundred platforms and circulated by word 
of mouth. On September 2btii tho Punjab Khilafat Committee

’ Go%\
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l Lahore, joined by influential Sikh and Hindu eitizen^Sjlt 10
tSerUlemaa of the Punjab expressed the opinion that if Govt.LsficSa-  ̂
that day proscribe a Fatwa subscribed by 500 Ulemas of all India, 
no wonder that some day means would be found and excuse invented 
to proscribe the Holy Koran itself ! On the 2ist September the 
Central Khilafat Committee of India and the Jamiat-ul-Ulema-Hind 
met at Delhi under the presidency of Hakim Ajmal Khan, where 
after a stormy debate ‘resolutions were passed for printing copies of 
the Fatwa anew for distribution broad cast and calling upon every 
Ulema to announce to the country the religious injunctions of the 
Koran in regard to that matter from every pulpit and platform, 
and for repeating the Karachi resolution at every meeting to be hold 
by them thereafter.

Ihe cue was at once taken up all over the country and the pro
secution rt-adily proved in the hands of the people a powerful weapon 
*o stir up martyrdom of imprisonment for religious faith. On 
the 29th September a huge meeting of Delhi citizens was hold whero 
tjo Karachi resolution waB reiterated, ’all standing and repeating 
every word of the resolution,’ and extracts from the Fatwa regard
ing the service in the Army were distributed broadcast. As a 
result, several arrests were made, and men went to prison with 
iciigious zeal. Next day, another mass meeting was held at 
Lucknow convened by the Oudh Khilafat Committee. The Chair
man said that the commandment contained in the resolution stig
matised as criminal would only mean that the reading of the Koran 
was hold to be a crime which no Moslem could swallow, whatever 
the consequences. Then he read the full text of the resolution. At 
onco 10 thousand people sprang to their feet and repeated the whole 
word per word. So, too, at Cawnpore, Agra, Nagpur, Arrah, and 
many other pi ,es in Northern India, in Bombay, Karachi, 

y orabad (Sind), Madras, Trichinopoly and other places of Moslem 
t7 r  V lU ' ôuth India, the same thing occurrod. On October 4th 
I ! ,lcIudinS M ‘ Gandhi and all the N-C-0 leaders in
m i ' , 1anJ‘ * 'asuod tho following manifesto expressing both the
M o s le m  and th e  n o n - m o s l e m  v i e w  o f  t h e  m a t t e r

Sic eri m Oov V i011 ?f Ali Bruthers and others for the reasons
l'.HJ1 we. u , , ! ; ,  , ’" b !I  communique, dated o JEth September,
that it is the inherent rielit of^verv* n* °t‘T mdlv,d°al caPaoitL  desire to state 
about the nronrietv „ f i r  * l  t0 express his opinion without restraint 
employ of theOiiw™ citizens offering their services to, or remaining in tho 
cmplo^of,(the Government whether m the civil or the Military department.
dignity for any IndianTf’vSrft,C '' as 0U1„ °Pmion that it is contrary to national b. '  *-> •*“ > Indian to serve as a civilian, and more esDeciallv 
under a system of Government which uas brought about Ind̂ a’ economic rnorM 
rer , ICaV deg? dlU10n aad has used the soldieryMnd ?he m Um  “ i

• ,Jg natl0I)al aspirations, as, for instance, at 'he time of the Rowlatt act



y  CONGRESS COM3!. RESOLUTION / ^ 0 9 1
i l l  Mjiytfiojnf and which has used the soldiers for crushing the liberty of \g£i'|bs, 
\%\ B ^ y gyptiians, the Turks, and other nations who have done no harm to Ipdjr l  J 

“ '•Ve are also o£ opinion that it i8 the duty of every Indian soldier and 
civilian to sever his oonueotion with the Government and find some other means 
of livelihood.

The Congress Committee Resolution.
On October 5th, an important meeting of the Working Com

mittee of tho Congress was held in Bombay and affirmed the last 
manifesto. The following resolutions were passed :—

“ lhe Working Committee congratulates the Ali Brothers and companions 
upon their prosecution, and having considered the Karachi Khilafat Conference 
resolution regarding military service uuder Government, the Working Committee 
is of opinion that the resolution virtually re-affirms the principal laid down by 
the Calcutta Special Congress and the Nagpur Congress last year that it is 
contrary to national dignity and national interest for any Ind’an to engage or 
remain in Government service in any capacity whatsoever. The Working 
Committee has been only deferred from calling out thesoldierB and civilians in 
the name of tho Congress because the Congress is not yet ready to support those 
Government servants who may leave Govt, service and who may not he able 
themselves to find means of livelihood. The Committee, however, is of opinion 
that in pursuance of the spirit of the Congress N-C-O resolution, it i6 the clear 
duty of Government employee, whether soldier or civilian, who can support 
himself without Congress assistance, to leave such service. The Committee 
draws the attention of all Indian soldiers and police to the fact that carding and 
hand-weaving afford them, by undergoing training for a brief period, honourable 
means of independent livelihood. The Committee further is of opinion that the 
reasons given for the prosecution with reference to the Karachi resolution 
constitute undue interference with religious liberty.

“ The Working Committee regrets that the boycott of foreign clotii while it 
has made considerable progress during the last two months, has not been so 
complete and appeals to the Congress organisations to put forth special efforts.

<( The Working Committee considers it not possible to authorise any plan 
of general civil disobedience in any Congress district or province where (Active 
boycott of foreign cloth had not been brought about, and spinning and weaving 
had not been developed so as to produce sufficient “ Ehadi ” for the wants of the 
district. The Committee, however, authorises civil disobedience by individuals 
who may be prevented in the prosecution of Swadeshi propaganda, provided it is 
done under the authority of the Provincial Committee and thni the T’rovincial 
Congress Committee is assured of non-violent atmosphere being retained.

" The Working Committee is of opinion that on the day of landing of His 
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales there bhould he a general volnntary hartal 
throughout India and, as to the effective boycott of any public welcome to His 
Royal HighncsB during his visit to the different cities of India, the Working 
Committee leaves the arrangements in the hands of respective Provincial Con
gress Committees.

Foreign Policy of the Indian People.
“ With reference to the resolution on the foreign policy referred specially by 

the All India Congress Committee held at Bombay in July to the Working 
Committee, the latter is of opinion that the Congress should let it be known to 
neighbouring and other efateB :—

(A) that the Government of India in no way represent Indian opinion

' Got̂ X
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1  ̂andi®%ir ) policy has b?en traditionally guided by the consideration 
\%Tk^ciSI? Jraclm under subjection than of protecting her borders. |~ 1  j

India as a self-governing country can have nothing to fear vwrr 
tb^i^gbouring States or any State, as her people have no designs upon any 
of them and hence no intention of establishing any trade relations host do 
to ot not deBired by the peoples of such States, and the people of India regard 
most treaties entered into with the Imperial Government by the neighbouring 
States as mainly designed by the latter to perpetuate the exploitation of Indiaby 
Imperial powers, and would therefore urge the States having no ill-will against 
the people of India and having no desire to injure her iutc. ' ' J to refrain 
from entering into any treaty with the Imperial Powers. ^

** The Committee wishes to assure Mussulman States also that when India 
lias attained self-Government, her Foreign Policy will naturally be always 
guided so as to respect religious obligations imposed upon Mussulmans by Islam. 
Whilst such is the view of the Working Committee on the Foreign Policy, the 
Committee is unwilling to let it go forth as the opinion of the All India 
Congr. r.s Committee without its being fully discussed by the public and adopted 
at a meeting of the latter. The Committee, therefore, authorises the Secretary 
to circulate its opinion to the Preis as a draft prepared for public criticism and 
for submission to the All India Congress Committee’s adoption,”

The Karachi Trial.
The great State trial of the Ali Brothers and 5 others openod 

at Karachi on September 26th. It was rumoured that the Law 
Member of the Govt, of India, Dr. Sapru (now Sir Tejbahadur), 
wan for charging them for the capital offence of sedition but that 
the Advocate-General was opposed to it for want of evidonce.atid the ^ 
Ministers of the Bombay Government were against any drastic 
action. After the formal recording of evidence by the Magistrate, 
charges were drawn up of seducing tioops and the accused were com
mitted to tbo sossions. Certain irregularities vitiated the strictly 
legal proceedings but in such cases no notice of more formalities 
e'udd be taken. The sessions trial began on the 2ith October and 
occupied the next 6 days. A fresh supplementary charge of sedition 
was here entered against Mr. Mahomed Ali in spite of protest 
that no evidenoe had been recorded in the lower court.

All the accused, acting upon their principle of non co-operation, 
refused to defend themselves, and to recognise the court to have any 
jurisdiction to try them, but they 6imply made long statements ex
plaining their course of public action, and said that they were follow
ing their religion in doing as they did. The statement made by Mr- 
Mahomed Ali was by far the most important and put forth the posi
tion of Islam. This is given in the following pages. The jury 
selected consisted of S Christians and 2 Hindus, recruited from the 
public of Karachi, and it is significant that 2 among them were from 
the firm of the Ralli Brothers whoso proprietor was then a minister 
of tbo Greek Govt, and an avowed enemy of Islam.
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sef' Maliomed All’s Statement at the Karachi i
° ° urj,e of a Io"g statement made at the request of the

for the M M lifr”  Mahomed Ali after accepting full responsibility for the resolution, the subject matter of the charge, said

bnratol! fS< em-8 t0100 tbaf ’̂ u,lless Government has been made deli-
a GoHk that and a similar resolutionat Gokak, it is the aim of Government itself to put false stress 
upon the army part of the resolution as their justification for betray
ing once more the word given thmncrk fi ,, . . Tr. ' A
regarding our prosecution. ° But hat ie hi n m° the \ iceroylittle to .in j  tnat 18 “ is own concern and I have

libi» t " „■ b.boypo.:v „ ? s l:L z / :;r r ,"," ‘i,
what it can in defence of the Wth t T a f  India to do
the time of the Gokak and Karachi Conferences^that ^
matter of touch and go”  with reenrrt in ft, 1 . 6 " as orih’ a
by lh. British sg, in„ E tb.  ;,d0 °
,b .  British G o . . , , ™ , , ,  bsd do,,, everything in 'd  r™
and to get destroyed ,n its characteristic fashion through third 
parties. Indian Mussalmans who had given a warning to this 
fmvernment were fast losing patience and wo feared that the peace 
of India might be disturbed in vain attempts by the more ardent if 
not the more imperious amongst our co religionists in this country:j:zVXLirment to r8epeot tfaeir ««*«

"W e realised our responsiblity to God and man and diverted 
he wandering attention of excited Mussalmans into a fruitful 

channel. Wo warned Government of two things, firstly of the 
commencement of civil disobedience in concert with the Congress 
p  secondly, m December next at a forthcoming session of the 
Congrass „f the Declaration oflndian freedom and the establish- 
ment of Republic in India I be.se two were to be contingent on 

k ,  f«-°pen'»g of hostibln.es by the British— whether secretly or 
opc.dy, whether directly or through the Greeks-against the 
remnant of the temporal power of Islam. Every newspaper in the 
country, co operator or non-co operator, discussed the question of 
the Indian Republic looming in the distance, and I do not know 

anyone discussed in the public the question of the Indian Army 
which, as is clear from wordings of both the resolutions, is only
tti0 i®ntal!y inv?lved- 500 of the “ ost distinguished Ulemas of tlm 
Muslima of ludia had several mouths previously issued a most clear 
and unambiguous religious pronouncement with regard to non oo- 
operation including the questions of membership of tbo Legislative 

13
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1= Coj/^il, practice at the bar, education in Government-aided 'cdlo lb, 
honorary offices and of course services under Gi&?im=-J 

^ ^ ^ ^ h e t h e r  as soldier or as oivilian. If it was said that the 
KTrachi and Gokak Conferences were held mainly to ask these poor 
title-holders, who had purchased their title by the 6ale of much 
honour and hugged them to their bosoms, it would have beon hardly 
more ridiculous than this belated attempt to discover a conspiracy 
to tamper with the loyalty of our loyal troops. I say “ hardly more 
ridiculous than this” , for, whereas I despair of these title-holders,
1 have every hope from our loyal soldiers. Government have not 
spared the humiliation of giving them a compliment even in its last 
communique regarding our intended prosecution and the extent to 
which that compliment is well deserved ia also the extent of the 
demoralisation brought in a roligious people by an irreligious 
Government, and if that compliment has been truly paid, I make 
the abject confession that it is the Karma (our misdeeds) and our 
gross negligence of our poor brothers in the Army which iB coming 
homo to chastise us in the hour of our need ; but we cannot neglect 
our hunger-stricken unsophisticated brothers any longer, and 
although I was absolutely ignorant of the existence of the leaflet 
sent to the Mussulmans in the army, called ‘officers’ only by way of 
euphemism, I am glad I hat the Association of the Ulemas is at long 
last carrying the message of God to the Indian Army. I may 
correct myself as I am informed that the Jamiat-ul-UUma denies 
naving isoued these leaflets to the Indian Army but I trust they will 
soon convert the forgery into a fact.

Now, Sir, I should like to say that in 1858 when there 
a< uen a mutiny in this country involving the Indian Army, 

t- ib maiu issue was a religious one. Queen Victoria who assumed 
i ) luns ot administration for the first time issued a Proclamation 

in or er to pacify and reassure the people. A  curious incident is 
woi mentioning about this Proclamation. Along with titles of the 
ri,L England is the significant title “  Defender of

. / ' r , ' -  lhe Prime Minister of those days, perhaps as adroit 
“ ■ , ..nm® °* these days, was in hope that in the Indian
, U 0n' , 81f>nificaut translation would appear as protector of
ia lgion generally, but he was told by experts in vernacular that it 

aB. ls i  9 to oonvey to the Indian mind the idea of this special 
mac an c lampion of a creed antagonistic to the creed of the 

coun Tj. oo long Lord Derby was inclined to omit it but ho sought
it Queou herself. She resolutely refused. Lord

Derby bimself redrafted the Proclamation and here i9 tho very first 
paragraph therein relating to tho obligations of the Queen towards 
the people of India in which she s a y s “ By the blessings of



• 1 1 ®od sbad faithfully and conscientiouly fulfil.’VStf’Ijs
X V '-u S ^ T /  our religion and runs as follows.— “ Firmly relyii^pWr-^ 

**.. in011 t**° *ruth.°f Christianity and acknowledging the solace of 
re ;g n, we disclaim the desire to impose our convictions on any of
Z 2 % 6:  \  v.Au t yV 0T two days and a ba,f- my friend, the 
, , 1 ' 6 3 lbe Crown, has been tryii-g to impose convictions,

o )o 'now w lose but certainly not ours, on six very good Musal-
mans and one very good Hindu. The proclamation adds : “ Wo
declare it to be our Royal Will and Pleasure that none be in any
w.se favoured, none molested or disquieted by reason of their relief
g,ous fa.th or observances But that all shall alike enjoy the equal
and impartial protection of the law ”  i n  •to do B la"> winch 1 hope you are going

those'whtf ms^be^n^Thorn.^umder^i^that*theyarSL ? ?  T "  “ !!
interference with the religious belief or worship of any of o T s n b  
.lects on pain of our highest displeasure.” The first authority m"J 
tioried m the Proclamation w the Governor General himself, a'nd' I 
understand that it .a with his concurrence that we have been moles 
ted and disquieted by reason of our religious faith.

“ All men have enjoyed the protection of'the law. The law 
itself had been administered without disrespect to any creed or 
caste, or to the usages and ideas rooted in your civilization When
the present Sovereign of India ascended the throne ho issued a
letter to the Princes and people of India, on the 24th May 1°10 in 
the course of which he said referring to the two Proclamations from 
which I have cited All these are the charters of the noble and 
benignant spirit of the Impartial Rule,” and by that spirit this is 
the protection of the law that wo are enjoying. No Sovereign can 
survey the labours of his Government any louger with a clear gaze or 
with good conscience, and those poor charters will only servo to 
mock the noble and benignant spirit oi the Imperial Rule which 
socks to-day to impose heathen convictions on a behoving people 
and would lead them to look upon God ns a figure-head and not as 
>ho one real fact of our daily existence. For, after all what is the 
meaning of this precious prosecution ? By whoso convictions we, 
the Hindus and Mussulmans of India, are to be guided ? Speaking 
as a Mussulman, if I am supposed to have erred from the right path, 
the only way to convince me of my error is to refer me to the IToly 
hiuoran, or the authentic traditions of the last of the Prophet-, (on 
whom be peaoo and God’s benedictions), or to the religious pro- 
uouueemeuts of recognised Mussulman divines, past qnd preseni, 
which purport to ba based on these two original sources oi Islamic 
' '^oriry, I contend that I havi not erred, only becauso all

///la H|N?4S21] TUE KAli.4cm t r i a l  I s ̂ *6
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rB<i^0Ps.. au b̂?n ŷ demands from me in the present cirouimtwltij’ s 

ri n?t-50 ac.t'°[1 t°r w'dch a Government that does not lik(KtO'w^ 
\^Ml&d>Satanic is prosecuting me to-day. That which I neglect 

becomes a deadly sin, and is yet a crime when I do not, neglect it— 
how am 1 to consider my action in this country ? I must either be 
a sinner or a criminal, and like one British Prime Minister of Eastern 
origin, and like the Secretary of State and Viceroy of to-day, I like 
to be on the side of the angels. Islam recognises One Sovereignty 
of God, which is supreme, unconditioned, indivisible and inalienable. 
This can be seen from the following discourse of the Prophet Yusuf 
(on whom he peace) with his fellow prisoners, in the twelfth chapter 
of the Holy Qnoran,— “ Oh my fellow-prisoners, are sundry lords 
hetter or the One All controlling God? Ye servo not besides ! 
Him other than the names which ye have named and your fathers." 
God hath sent down therefore no warrant. There is no Government 
nut Hod s. He hath commanded that ye serve none but His Own- 
belf- This is the right religion, but the great part of men know it 
not. I am afraid that is even more true to-day, when the poor 
i.ubedar-Major is called upon by the Officer Commanding to ignore 
the very first duty he owes to his Maker. The Sovereignty of God 

as carried on in His name, from time to time, among various > 
tnoea and peoples by the Prophets sent down to them, and when 
Mahomet departed from this world as the last of the Prophets, after 

avmg brought the final message of God’s peace to all mankind,
■ • n :l<i °'mwed by his Khulira or successors, who were entitled 

Commanders of the Faithful ”  (Amir Ul-Kashim). They continued
according T "  *° th'S d* f  Thfi present Commander of the Faithful, 
TurW v Th ° n6i Crner1’ b9" 1S H“  lrafleril1 Mujesty the Sultan of 
nr “nlcHer f°,rily ,al|W ^ c e  that the Mussalman, whether civilian 
tration n'w” !  h“r lu,ng ,,!,d9r a Moslem or non-Moslem adminis- 
a d e Z c e  lo  God CT ™ " Ae(i by " " " i  of the Quoran, is his 
mans the chiM ° th° 8e 10 authority from a™ong the Mussal-
" i t T * r v k ' * - - «  • *these latter hie, • Commander of the faithful ”  But. to 
Prophet i. nhnrdi ! 8,*nc?’ nnlaM his alle« ianM fo his Cod and his 
arcording T  C° nditi0nal a,lpRiance' is Hie followingwomen ^ ^ fo u t t h  chapter of the Quoran entitled ‘ Nisar or 
in authority f y a,thful, obey God, the Prophec arid those who are
mafer it u"to ( T  ‘ W  “  yfl di’ P" t9 S S I
day ’’ This iV thn h it Pr° pbet '* ye bel,everl in God till the last
“ Commander of ^heFMthf T ”  r,otermination. If the
commands a mF ^  s ’ the successor of Prophet himself, 'ommanns a Mussalman to do anything that be is unwillimr to do • 
tm Is not only entitled but is required to refer the mattlr in d i lu t e



\

\ bgf^jpop.^imsolf and the highest human authority that he re«^ii|es 
the arbit rament of the “ Holy Quoran”  and the aufh/imc^ 

X^^cRtjmis of the Prophot. This is the central doctrine of Islam 
' ! i 7i 7S llP in the well known “ Kalema”  or creed “ la ilaha
itla liana Mahmntd Resulilla” . — “ There is no God but God and Maho
med is Ills Prophet.” This Doctrine of Unity is not a mathematical 
formula elaborated by abstruse thinkers, but a work-a day, belief of 
every Mussalman, learned or unletterod. It was to test the clear
ness am. purity of bis belief that Khalifa Umar one day turned to 
the congregation assembled in the mosque for the service he was con
ducting, and asked them what they would do if he, who was by far 
the greatest conqueror amongst the successors of the Prophet, 
commanded them to do anything that was against the Command:
ments of God and the traditions of the Prophet ; and the only 
proper answer for a Mo.Un to give to such a question was given by 
Ilazrat All, who himself subsequently became the Khalifa,— that if 
Hazrat Omar did command such an infraction of the law of God 
he, Ah, who had sworn an allegiance to him as his Khalifa, would 
unhesitatingly cut olF his head. I believe a similar contingency 
arose in tbo course of British rule, not in India but in England 
when the Puritans knocked off the head of a King who very much 
believed in the divine right of Kings.

“ Mussalmans have before this also, and elsewhere too, lived in 
peaceful subjection under the non-Moslem administration but the 
unalterable rule is and has always been that as Mussalmans they can 
obey only such laws and orders issued by their secular rulers as do 
not involve disobedience to the commandments of God who in the 
expressive language of the Holy Quoran, is The All Ruling Ruler 
These very clear and rigidly definite limits of obedience are not laid 
down with regard to the authority 0f non-Muslim administration 
only. On the contrary they are of universal application, and can 
neither be enlarged nor reduced m any case. Neither His Highness 
the Nawab of Rampur, my own Sovereign, nor His Exalted High
ness the Nizam, nor even His Imperial Majesty the Sultan of 
Turkey dare demand from His Muslim subjects obedience to such 
commands of his as transgross the laws of Islam. A further exposi
tion of the principle is provided by the following among other 
authentic traditions of the Prophet.

“ For a Mussalman to hear is to obey whothcr he likes what is 
ordained or ho does not like it, provided it does not ordain aught 
that constitute divine disobedienoe. And if he is ordained aught 
that constitutes divine disobedience, there is neither , hearing nor 
obedience is duo in aught that constitute di\' a disobedience , 
obedience is due only to that which is righteous. The same idea is
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I ( eSeaslei ' in  ̂ another tradition oi the Prophet tho logic of V gk llis  

‘ No obedienco is due to a creature oi God irift ly iti  
X^i|^rfyolve8 disobedience to the Creator Himself.” A due warning 

ultimate consequence to which tho auti-Kbilafat and anti- 
Islamic policy of Mr. Lloyd George’s Government was driving was 
given by the Muslims of India, by the Indian Khilafat Delegation, 
oi which I had the honour to be tho head. The last mentioned 
tradition was cited more than once, and also in tho course of the 
interview which the Delegation had with him at 10, Downing Street 
on the 19th March 1920. There is, therefore, nothing in the action 
oi Indian Mussulmans generally, or ourselves particularly, that should 
havo como as a surprise to the Government. We owed a duty to 
God and we owed a duty to tho Empire in the last rosort. When 
tlio demands of tho Imperial Government came into direct conflict 
with the demans of the universal Government of God, as Mussal- 
mans wo could only obey God and are endeavouring to do so to the 
host of our humble capacity. A Mussulman's affection and disaffec
tion are aiike regulated by Divine pleasure. As the prophet said 

Love is in God. Hate is in God.”  So long as the Mussulmans 
of India had not been forcibly driven to believe that the British 
Government was the enemy of God and tho enemy of Islam they 
remained loyal to it through thick and thin. My grandfather served 
it in the Mutiny. Their loyalty was carried to such a length that 
it was often made, and not always without reason, a reproach on 
them by the sister communities in India. But they have now been 
convinced of tho hostility of the Government to their faith, as well 
as to their country, by the policy pursued for more than a decade 
oy thei Government with regard to Islamic States, and particularly 
ttic iMniatat, to which overy Mussulman owes allegiance as a part 
01 Ins creed. During the last war, which so far as the Khilafat is 
concerned has not yot ceased, pledges solemnly given by tho Gov
ernment regarding the freedom of the Holy Places of Islam, which 
aio territories and not buildings, from attack and molestation, and 
the retention.by the Khalifa of his capital in Constantinople and 

. a'[d ^myn‘a' lu‘ vt' been broken with the same light hearted 
( Vi V1 * ” , ,th? r,:lie|ous obligations of the Mussulmans, on tho 
u roepect for which Muslim loyalty has always been bused, when 
u 7] v, cre compelled to fight, against tho Muslim armies of the 

ivnaJita. this was done even after the declaration of Jehid and 
our terror-stricken warriors were packed off to fight in what respon- 
m j c ministers themselves, including the Prime Minister and Mr 
Winston Churchill, then Minister of Marine, characterised as a 
Crusade. That Crusade still continues, and now Christian recruits 
hftv-0 been eulieted by tho Government to carry ihu Crusade into the



1 , W M  ids of the Turks in the persons of the Greoks wh^B^lma 
\vseggjumble for the Greek invasion of Turkey in contravontion^of-wies 

X^ermS^^f the armistice, anrl it has in many ways, both open and 
secret, assisted tho Greeks who are also responsible for the shame
less and nameless atrocities which they have indubitably prepetrated 
on the showing of tho Allied Commission of Inquiry. If Indian 
Mussalmans had a more effective force at, their command to try 
conclusions with the Government, they would havo been obliged 
to-day by the Islamic law, if they chose to remain Moslems, to 
declare a Holy War against it, and this dispute of ours would then 
have been in the course of settlement at a very different place from 
Khalihdana. But in the regrettable absence of such force, 6uch of 
them as can arrange to leave tho country are requested by the same 
law to migrate to a safer land where no Crown Prosecutor would 
molest or disquiet their religious faith, though, of course, only with 
a view to return to it after thoy had freed their country and made 
it safe for tho undisturbed worship of God.

Crown Counsel— Section 342 Cr, P. Code lays down that the 
accusod shall get the chance to make a statement explaining tho 
evidence in the case.

Mr. Mahomed Ali— After all I am explaining my case and 
making the evidence clear. I demand of every Mussalman that he 
would do hie duty towards God first, and his Sovereign next, That 
is the charge laid against mo and I am explaining away that charge.
I am making no speech, l am making a statement of religious law 
by which I have been bound to go. The punishment has to be 
given to mo. Mr. Smart would not bo hanged for the charge ; it, 
is I who will go to the gallows. Am I to follow God or your laws ? 
Are the Proclamations of Queen Victoria, King Edward, King 
George mere scraps of paper? With the resolution pertaining to 
the army and troops I am now dealing. 1 am sure there is nothing 
'rrolevant in my statement.

 ̂ [He then continued with his statement— ]
But in June 1920, the Central Khilafat Committee in accor

dance with the Laws of Islam and in consultation with some leading 
compatriots of ours ol other faiths decided upon a course of action 
which gave the Mussalmans hope of early emancipation without 
having to wage war against Government or to migrate to another 
country. They resolved that they would, to begin with, cease to 
co operate with Government, ami this W3y, while incidentally help- 

I mg to paralyse the administration, they would no longer be a parly 
to such hostile action as Government still continued to take against, 
the Khilafat and Islam. This plan of Non-co-operation was bused
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I '  l 0,^ § °  j w a l l - k n o w n  I s l a m i c  d o c t r in i?  o f  “ T a r k  M a w a l a t ”  f o V W i g h  

p ie  a u t h o r i t y  in  t h e  H o l y  Q u o r a n  i t s e l f ,  n o t  t o  m ^ n l i A u ^  
X t ^ . ^ a r t j m e r o u s  a u t h e n t i c  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  P r o p h e t  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t .  

O n l y  a f e w  p assa ge s  f r o m  t h e  H o l y  Q u o r a n  a r e  h e r o  c i t e d  : —
[Uere follow* a long question from the Quoran]

These verses, it may be here mentioned, were revealed when, 
on the eve of the conquest of Mecca, a companion of the Prophet 
Hatebibu i abi-Baltaa, had by a letter which was intercepted sought 
to advise the Mecca infidels to be on their guard merely because he 
wished thereby to induce them to treat his family, with was still at 
Mecca, with kindness. The verses laying down a very different 
course of conduct with regard to the relation of Mussalmans with a 
different class of non-Muslims to those warring against Islam aro 
said to have been revealed with reference to the action of Hazrat 
‘'sm i, the daughter of Hazrat Abubakar and sister of the Prophet’s 
wife Hazrat Ayesha, who had gone so far in her renunciation of 
her own mother who was still an Unbeliever that she bad not only 
refused to accept the presents which her mother had brought to her 
but had even denied her admittance. Both these incidents iudicato 
the rigidly fixed limits of a Muslim’s relations with non-Muslims, 
distinguishing clearly between such non-Muslims as war against 
'hem on account of their religion and dispossess thorn of their home
land-, and such others a3 do not. Since the British Government so 
obviously falls in the first category, co operation or friendly relations 
with it is not possible for a Mussalman.

[A )tw more passages from the Holy Quoran were cited here on the 
subject ju:t to indicate that there is no lack of them.]

I here are, besides these, many more verses in the Holy Quoran 
tlself not to mention the Traditions of tho Prophot, every one of 
which forbids a Mussalman, on pain of the wrath ot God and the 
most grievous ILff], to maintain relations of amity and friendship, 
much loss rendering assistance to or co operating, with such Non- 
iloslems as are at war with Moslems, and oppose God and his 

post o, widen is precisely the case here. Indeed, so rigid is the 
,a>. oi slam in this behalf that Mussulmans arc (orbiddon oven to 

a-ei. t each other in aught that is unrighteous. Says the Holy 
Quoran: Assist each other in righteousness and God fearing, but 

assist not each other in sin and transgression.’
I heae being the limits of co operation even among Mussalmans 

themselves, how is it to be supposed that co-operation will he 
permio-iblu with Infidels waging war against, Islam and the defenders 
of Islam as Government is doing to tiffs day, and co-operation too 
jn waging that very war itself ? Five hundred of the most dieting-



)g|J}ed Jj’ i'Tn.'is of Islam in India issued a juridical pronounjeefclnt 
/ it  months before the Karachi Khilafat Conference n a r e r o r  

thong:.!' of by anybody in India. But all of a sudden, when the 
shameless effort of the Government to twist our statement regarding 
non violence into a recantation and ubject surrender for fear of 
prosecution failed so ignominiously through the persistence of 
Mahatma Gandhi, the incidental mention of the Army in the resolu
tion of the Karachi Conference was pounced upon by Government 
as subsequent to the Gondhi-Reading interviews, and lo and behold 
the ratwa of tho Ulemas was declared forfeited of His Majesty,
after perhaps half a million copies thereof bad been distributed all
over India by various provincial and local bodies in addition to the 
central organisations themselves. Not, by such tricks, I submit, can 
three hundred and twenty millions be ruled in the twentieth century.

And on what is tba Fatwa of these five hundred divines based ? 
t'u tho clearest and most emphn'ic commands contained in the Iioly 
Quoran which prescribes the severest sanctions, and on the repeated 
testimony of the Prophet’ s most, authentic Traditions, I do not 
think 1 can do better t.hon cito both without argument or comment 
of my own, for none its really necessary.

(Here followed another citation, re. infidels.)

And this Infidel Government prosecutes six Mussulmans and 
a Hindu of recognised sanctity for calling upon Mussalmans to 
respect the sanctity of Moslem life and Moslem property that is 
greater than the sanctity of the Holy of Holies, after having out
raged the sanctity of both !

It is to this infidelity that Government, still continues to 
invite Moslem soldiers, and when we remind them of this solemn 
warning of the Prophet on so solemn an occasion, a Government 
w filch desire us to disregard even tho Prophet’ s dying iniunctioo
regarding the elimination of all non Moslem control from thf
Tnbrat ul Arab, prosecutes us iuspite 0f all the Proclamation ot 
all British Sovereigns who have solemnly disclaimed alike the righu 
and the desire of imposing their own convictions ou us.

'T will only mention one fart which should bring the law of
Glum borne to all. The Sepoy Mutiny after which the Queen’ s 
Proclamation was issued had originated with greased cartridges in 
which cow’s and swine's grease was believed to be mixed. But 
Islamic law, according to tho best authorities which I can cite, not 
only permits a Moslem to take swine’s flesh if he is in case of refusal 
threatened with death, but lays it down he would die a sinner if be 
refused it, but if ho is threatened with death unless bo slays another 
Moslem In must nfuse— IIo may, in like circumstances, even rect or 
Glam, if be continues to be a believer at heart ; but he must not slnv 
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[•\<SSSowm. And yet a Government which is so tender hsTwW c , 
before enlistment whether th»y object to vaccinatum OT 

x êveSt-lse-vaccination, would compel a Modem to do something worse 
than apnstasise or eat pork. If there is any value in the boast of 
toleration and in the Proclamations of three Sovereigns, then we 
have performed religious and legal duty in calling upon Muslim 
soldiers in these circumstances to withdraw from the Army, and aro 
neither sinners nor criminals.”

The End of the Trial
The trial ended on November 1st. 1921. The prosecution relied 

mainly on the second paragraph of the 6th resolution passed at the 
Khilafat Conference in Karachi on July 9th 1921. The charges against 
the accused wore (l )  the major charge under section 120B read with 
section 131 i. e., being parties to a criminal conspiracy to seduce 
Mussulman officers and soldiers in His Majesty’s Army from their 
duty ; and (2) the minor charge under section 505 read with sections 
109 cud 107 i. e. with making a statement or abetting in the same 
with intent or likely to cause Mussalman officers and soldiers in the 
Army to disregard or fail in their duty. The minimum punishment 
provided by the sections are transportation for life under the first set, 
it it was held that there was a conspiracy to attempt to seduce 
troops ; and if it was hold that the leaflets were not sent by any 
member of the conspiracy in pursuance of that conspiracy, the maxi
mum punishment would then he seven years’ rigorous imprisonment. 
l rnder the second set of charges the punisbraont provided are 2 and 3 
years respectively.

Addressing the jury, the Judge said that the jury must dismiss 
from their rninds anything which might havo appeared in the 
papers about the Khilafat agitation. Some of the accused seemod 
learned and pious men and all seemed esteemed citizens to whom 
* ‘!0 country would owe much if they followed the right path, and 
Islam and the Empire and this country might have been profited 
by them had 'hoy not taken up the attitude they bad done. Yet 
thoy could not hut deeply regret that some of the accused were at 
i he bar in this court instead of being high in the service or the 
councils of Ilia Majesty. They must not, however, let that make 
tpem swerve from the path of the duty according to the law of 
the land and the evidence before the court.

The Verdict of the Jury
1  he Jury then retired to consider their verdict and returned 

after an absence of two hours and a half. A large expectant crowd 
had now gathored in the court anxious to hoar the end of tho case. 
The verdict of the jury was unanimous in holding all tho accused
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i l l  nK? gtiilry under the two onspiracy charges, that is, fbe.Milt 

’ t^^p/atdea under section 120 3 read with section 131, whi {Tyftr j 
of the jurors held that accused number one was guilty under section 
myfe'Snd accused numbers two tofivo and number seven guilty under 
section 505 with section 109. They also found accused number 
one guilty under section 117 I. P. ,C. and accused numbers two to 
five and number seven guilty under section 117 road with 
seetiG’.u 109. The fdth juror returned a verdict of "not guilty’ ' 
against all the accused.

With regard to accused number to Bharaty Krishna Tirtbaji,
. the jury unanimously held him not suilty, giving him the benefit 

of doubt.
The sentence pronounced by the Judge was that be was not 

inclined to disagree with the verdict of the majority of the assessors. 
He acquitted accused number six, Bharati Krishna Trithaji, on all 
the charges and convicted all tbo remaining six accused on the 
charges in accordance with the verdict of the assessors and sen
tenced them each to two years’ rigorous imprisonment on each 
of the charges, the sentences to run concurrently in all cases.

No sooner was the 6ontonco delivered than a tumult broke 
out and the court at once ceased to bo a court any longer, though 
the judge still continued seated on the bench. Uproarious cries of 
Mahatma Gandhi hi Jai and Mnulana Mahomed Ali hi Jai were raised 
and the whole crowd made a rush around tbo accused. Mr. Maho 
med Ali got up and raising his voice above the din shouted that 
they would bo free men under Swaraj before the expiry of the 
sentence, After a minute he added, addressing tho judge : Let mo 
tell you extra-judicially that the opinion you expressed on the 
religious questions aro wrong.

The scone outside the court premises was one of similar excite
ment but on a very large scale. Thousands of people who bad been 
waiting tor hours to hear the sentence, made a rush forward and 
began wildly to cheer the prison-van as it disappeared out, of sight. 
The acquitted Swatni was next tho object, of attraction, A party 
of Hindus and Mabomedans equipped with the paraphernalia 
requisite fer taking the Swatni in procession was wailing outside in 
readiness ss they had anticipated his acquittal. This party was 
admitted into the court premises at once and the Swatni was taken 
in procession through the streets followed by largo cheering crowds.

The Moral Effect produced
> The Great State trial et led as was expected. The conviction 

r tho accused wa3 a foregone conclusion. “What really surprised 
tbo public was the verdict of ' not gui’. y "  on the more serious 
pf the charges. In view of (his verdict the 6til! more seriou"
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'TUB MURAL J£pfflU\ R TUB TRIAL 
1' \ cffL%6^j^Bclition launched against . ., Mahomed AH w a s > o 4 ® -  

, ‘/ 'ithdrawn by the Government. The trial was u n iq w J w ^  
\yt^,bfs>k>ry of political trials in India, The accused for the first 

time threw aside the Jaws of the bureaucracy and took their stand 
on the e.ernnl laws of religion to vindicate themselves. At tho 
same time they Ret at naught ttyth contempt the dignity, the auf.'uo- 
rity and the prestige of British Courts. They pur point-blank the 
momentous issue, which iiy accused ever did before, whether the 
laws of the Briti-h Government were to be held superior to their 
religious laws : why should Die people of India be bound by the 
laws of a foreign government jn tho making of which not they but 
th.'for* i m government had the determining authority 7 Mr. Mahomed 
Ali made r dear that tho Government of India was not established 
by law as i‘ claimed for. Indians had no hand in passing laws. It 
was a Government established hy might of arms and which ex 
torted obedience by force or show of force. Tho proceedings in the 
Cf'iirt for once smashed t.he authority and prestige of British Courts 
of Justice. More than all the agitation set up by the Khilafatiste, 
the defiance and fearlessness of the great loaders in the dock helped to 
nroduco an atmosphere of infpct.ion making the people think much 
less of the might of the British Raj than they wore wont to do.

Stand up,” — “ we won’ t,” ; “ sit down,” — “ we won’ t” ; “ don’ t 
— we tvould” ; “ I shall hand you over to the Police” — “ do so” ;

1 shall punish you for contempt of court” — “ do punish” ;— these 
similar dialogues between the court and the accused, and in 

every one of which it, was the court who had to yield, revealed to 
fhe people with a clearness hitherto unattompted what they are 
<v‘ ”. , of <loll|K ii they can once get rid ol that attitude of mind on 
which rests the power of the bureaucracy, namely, fear of punish- 
mmit, Aot once or twice hut several times at tl instance of the 
court, 3 ^uPori,,tend0 nt of Police had approached the defying and 
truculent accused to enforce obedience to t.h ^ o n r  : jrdor, but as 

’lee ia binds stayed behind and as many timo9 the 
conn wrie _foroed to eat bia own order and threats. Impite of the 
whole physical force of the Stale behind the Judge, he was powerless, 

o ia ^f3vet'd a^teiuoicd to strike in tho paroxysm of his anger, 
i'1 eae lirQ0 he failed. He paw the dignity of the court crumbling 
town jo om him, hut no fn.t 'hat he was helpless to prevent it. Ho 
u y new that, any violence on his part would bo mot by dignified

non-violence, that some indefinable force of .ho accused was para
lysing Mil .  ; - m y  very time that he raised them o deal the knock out 
\' ,;V’T , (‘ ^vrt °f fhe accused was not to show any disrespect o

tho Jut,go us a gentleman, But, they were determined not to r.^og 
ir/o the juritdiciipi; of any court establish*. ' by the Government by
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:. sl^A îng .“respect to it or otherwise. They regulated their roelijlt 
\tiigsH£j®e/starfc of the proceedings in that spirit. Thus they dia-'twh-* 

V^tand^up when the Judge made his appearance in court, and when 
tbeTattor, naturally ignorant of the motive of the accusod, called 
upon them to show the respect duo to him as a representative of His 
Majesty’s Government, they refused and declared their readiness to 
accept any punishment. When the court, who still did not realise 
that hero was wholly a new situation to deal with but thought that the 
accused meant to be discourteous to him, threatened that the chairs 
which were given to them would bo removed, a strange scene was 
witnessed. The accused shoved away theirs chairs and seated thern- 
Belves on the iloor ; and more than three-fourths of the audience 
present, in court did the same. The court persisted that the accused 
must stand up to show respect and was met with point-blank refusal 
which at last ho had to accept with as much grace as he could com 
mand. Throughout the proceedings the tug of war had continued, 
between the desire of the court to enforce obedience and respect and 
determination of the accused, as non-co operators, not to submit to 
his desire. And it was the Judge who had to yield.

P r o s e c u t i o n  o f  M r .  Y a k u b  H a s s a n  

The policy of crushing tho Kbilafat agitation by striking at the 
heads of the movement all over India was necessitated by the turn 
oi event0 in the Greeko-Turkish War and the great solicitude and 
commitments of the British Premier, Mr. Lloyd George for the 
Greeks. Simultaneously with the Karachi trial was going on another 
important trial of a great Moslem leader in South Indi" Mr 
Yakub Hassan was arrested at Madras on 21st October and brought 
over to Tanmre charged with sedition in his speech delivered as 
tho president oi the Madras Provincial Conference held on the 27th. 
and 2St.h August last. Tho trial was held at the Court of Mr. H. G,

. Gharpurey, 1. C. 8., the Indian District Magistrate of Tanjoro, and 
not very far away from tho scene of the trial a huge pile of foreign 
cloth was burning. Regarding tho charge of bringing ihc Govt, 
into hatred and contempt, Mr Aiassan said in the course of his 
long statement : —

Greater personages than myself bave done that work only too well and have 
left no field for Indians to work open in that c.irocti,.ii. When Mr. Llo 1 
George generously gave away Thrice and Smyrna, the homelands of the Turks, 
to Greece as a reward for tibc lattvra sen ct‘8 ia the war against fh- ptoH of the. 
mo6t import -lit me nbor of the Ptitish Emnirc its. If, it was his act., that lowered 
the Britls. Government in the estimniion of tnc Indian people and hronglu it 
into hatred and contempt. Sir Michrel O’Pwycr and General ttver supplemented 
“U In ban soil the Imperial work of Mr. 1,1,.id G ,, rg.r and they have iroin ut'.v 
succeeded in b.ingtng down tk British T ij  from the big ,. , .'>* d of ! 
justice and truth, as it eaiited i the imagination of the people. I therefore
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| ( bfflK-c llfit no religion-loving Muslim and soli r  sporting Hindu am^gnler 
l . V, b^^good-Avill towards the Government, and the loyalty of India has shrm ndto 
V^xtbe^tpa^oXv policy of expediency in the breast ot the people who do

own peace, contentment, comforts and other personal advantages for 
theXf(reater good of Ulam and the motherland. Even the loyalists and co- 
operators cannot be said to entertain a feeling contrary to disaffection, i. e. 
affection, for the present Government. At best they are merely tolerating the 
present system as a necessary evil till it is replaced by complete responsible 
Government. The offence Government has committed against Islam is so 
grave that it becomes the duty of all Mussalmans, if called upon to do 60, to do 
‘Jehad* with Government that nas become, by its own conduct according to 
Muslim law, the enemy of Islam.

If this consummation is brought about through its own efforts and not as 
a gift of England, India will be in a position to dictate terms on which it can 
remain within the British Commonwealth and the self-interest of both England 
and India may not let the contingency of severance of all connections to arise.

People. who purchased members’ and visitors’ tickets assembled at Tanjorc 
at the -7th annual sessious of the Madras Provincial Conference on August 27r.h 
and 28th last, had already identified themselves with the programme of non
violent non-co-operation and members had signed the creed of the National 
Congress. It was my duty a6 President to survey the present situation aud to 
narrate in the Presidential address the circumstances that led to the adoption 
of the programme of non-violent non-co-operation and, in concluding the speech, 
to comment on the resolution adopted at the sitting of the Conference. The 
truth of the narration of tlie occurrences, incidents and facts cannot be 
gainsaid.

If it was a good and just Government it would have felt ashamed of and 
rep Titcd for these facts and tried to make amends, but as the Government is 
tL - reverse of good and just it takes advantage of a Section of the Code of law 
that makes even the speaking of truth an offence and shuts up men in prisons, 
t  recdotn and liberty of speech has proved to be disastrous to the continuation 
of the present system of Government. The Viceroy at the first interview between 
him and (.sandhi, in his speech at the Chelmsford <. lab, and again in the Govern
ment communique regarding the statement of Shaukat All and Mahomed Ali, made 
it clear that tae prosecution of the All Brothers was contemplated only because 
certain passages in their speeches were alleged to be an incitement to violence, 
lue . ceroy said that tne object of the Government would be attained if making 
°* *p. cLcb of violent character was in future prevented. So far an Government 
WBd concerned wc achieved our immediate object which was to prevent incite
ment to Violence. The Viceroy has here laid down a principle for ihu guidance 
ot Local Governments and that is that proceedings should only be taken again3t 
accused when so-called attempt* to excite disaffection amounted to an incitement 
to violence, i wonder if it even this pledge. I am clear
iri my own conscience that 1 have not broken the Congress creed by inciting 
or attempting to incite the audience *o violence. On the other hand my speeches 
arc full of appeal to the people to adhere strictly to non-violence. I impressed 
upon Olein that non-violence was absolutely essential for the success of our 
movement. I told them if they failed to acquire that power by peaceful and 
non-voil nt means their movement would be doomed forever and there will be 
no salvation for India or Islam, and 1 raid in. oay closing speech I am fully 
convinced of our ability to establish Swaraj through non-co-operation. That 
non-vioence has become an article of faith with me. Since my arrest l have 
studied tue Penal Code and some literature on its sections 124 (A and 153 (A). 
I  also had the advantage of diieueaing the law of sedition with some learned

’ Go% \
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\ • V Z13,76 ê isfied myself and I have the opinion of eminent VakilfnTOBiA’.t ,
*IJ r<?sl1,cf °f which I am now prosecuted cannot legallyHjrftg^ 

the clutches nf the law if I were to put in a proper defence and engage 
afeltriawyers. My position can be vindicat- d as much in the eve oF the law as 
I am sure it w,U be vindicated in the eye of the public through this statement.
If I had succeeded through legal defence and been acquitted 1 would have assisted 
the Court to do justice for once in respect of the so-called political offenders, 
but the more injustice the present Government does tbe more condemned it gets 
in tne eyes of the public. The All-India Congress Committee has instructed the 
upholders of the movement, not to defend themselves in a British court of law. 
And I have accordingly offered no defence.’*

Eventually on November 7th the Magistrate convicted and 
passed a sentence of 2 years’ simple imprisonment on Mr. Hassan, 
and curiously enough practically pronounced judgment on the 
Malabar disturbances with which he connected the accused although 
M r. linssan was not charged and tried on this particular count.

Of the endless Moslem persecutions going on all over tbe 
country it is not possible here to give details. Everywhere the story 
was the same : charge of sedition, or order to be bound over for good 
behaviour by giving security, refusal of same and no defence, and 
straight to gaol for one or two years. Moulana Ahmad Said, 
Secretary of the Jamiat ul-Ulema-Hind, of Delhi was given 1 year’s 
rigorous imprisonment for refusing to give a bond of good behaviour. 
The Pir Sahib of Earidpur, a venerable Moslem divine with a million 
of moslom disciples in Bengal, was arrested, and taken publicly from 
Farid pur to Calcutta hand cuffed and bound by a rope round the 
waist like a common felon. He was required to furnish a security for 
good behaviour and on his refusal was given one year’s bard labour. 
Maulaua Abdul Majid Shenar, president of rho Madras Provincial 
Khilafat Conference held at Tanjore, was likewise arrested and 
convicted for sedition. Maulvi Nazir Ahmed of the “ Mahammadi” , 
Chittagong, was sentenced to 1 year’s rigorous imprisonment on 
retustng to give seennry. And so on ; the “ roll of honour” , as the 
non co operators call it, fill up scores of pages of the newspapers 
of the period.

(|Y  ® Y | V ]  PE BSE CUTIONS OF MOSLEMS ( n i l
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The AIHndia Cong ress Committee

DELHI, NOVEMBER JpTU, 199A.
 ̂ On November 4th the great Delhi meeting of the All-India 

Congress Committee came in. It had two important tasks before 
it : one, to compose the threatening split inside the Congress camp 
over the NebruAchariyar controversy, and second, to allay the 
surging tide of feeling of the more extreme non-co oper tors, 
especially the 'Young Moslems’, to launch into civil disobedience 
at once.

The Threatened Split
The first involved somo constitutional question upon which 

Nlr, Acbariar, the President, had ruled that the calling of the 
meeting was not in order and Mr. Nehru, the Secretary, regarded 
that ruling as ultra-vires.

J- he following press-note was issued by Pundit Motilal Nohru 
on October 18th : —

!u view of the Associated Press message dated Madras, Oet. 
r'J’ announcing that Mr, Vijiaraghavachariar, President of the 

Congress has postponed the meeting of the All India Committee 
fixed for 4th November, at Delhi, the following statement is issued 
for the information of all the members of the Committee. The 
I resident action in circularising provincial Committee’s and 
issuing l ress note is ultra-vires. The Working Committee at a 
meeting held at Bombay on the 5th October presided by Mahatma 
v,.im i passed a formal resolution calling a meeting of the All India 
ommitti.e at Delhi on the 4th November. Und r the constitution 

,i.nc e -■ t ie Working Committee shall perform functions delegated 
lorn imo to time by the All India Committee. The latter

Committee at a mooting held at Bombay on 2 8 th, 29th and 30th
July pav ed the following resolution :__

The All India Committee hereby authorises the Working 
ommittee to take all actions necessary to give effect to the resolutions 

o e Congress and the All India Committee and to deal with all 
matter. \ e All-India Committee ia empowered to deal with, which 
may arise whilst this Committee is not sitting and which require 
urgent attention. The powers of the All-India Committee are laid 
down in the constitution as follows :__

j bo All India Committee shall be a Committee of the Congress 
to carry out programme of work laid down by tho Congress from
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f f E NBBl i  V—A CHARI All CONTROVERSY
1'  V j-^ to jj f^ar  to deal with any new matter that may arise d u rm ^ A o
\1^BSlAlld/™ay not be provided by Congress itself (article 21). t  J 
, U  , l It is clear that the members of the All-India Committee iu 

a meeting assembled have undoubted right to say when and where 
they shall meet again. Under general delegation of powers made 
by the All India Committee by the resolution quoted above, that 
right among other things now vested in the Working Committee 
and the latter have in lawful exercise of that right formally resolved 
that the All-India Committee shall meet at Delhi on the 4th. 
November. 1 his resolution is as binding on the President as on 
the members. Apart from the position thus covered by definite rule 
and resolution the 1 residents claim that he alone can call a meeting 
of the All-India Committee is wholly without foundation. It is 
the business of the executive of an organisation among other things 
to call meetings of members. The President is no doubt the 
principal executive officer but does not in his own person constitute 
the whole executive which undoubtedly is the working committee 
The President, however important his position, is not entitled to 
bruch aside resolution of the full executive of which he is only one 
of the members.

“ Out of the total strength of 15 members 11 wero present at 
the meeting unanimously agreed to call the meeting of the All- 
India Congress Committee at Delhi on the 4th November. It will 
be noticed that the constitution gives right to any 15 members 
of the All-India Congress Committee to requisition a committee 
meeting and lays down that such requisition shall bo carried oufc- 
(Artiele 19). It would, to say the least, be anomalous to hold that 
the chosen executive of the Committee which also consists of 15 
membors has no such right.

“ Therefore the President acted entirely without i iriadiotion 
in over-riding the resolution of the Working Committoe. The Pre
sident’ s view that the present structure of the All-India Congress 
Committee is unconstitutional has not been accepted by ’ the 
majority of the members of the fo rk in g  Committee to whom the 
question was specifically referred to by the All-India Congress Com
mittee. That .iew, assuming it right, is merely the personal view 
of the President and oannot, be enforced in tho face of Resolution 
W, the Working Committee passed at Bombay on the 2nd August 
which declared it undesirable in the interest of the country such 
disturbance as in the Bengal and Madras elections and advised such 
persons from those provinces as ielt aggrieved to co operate with tho 
Provincial organisations with a view to the prosecution of tho C. 
programme to a successful issue. That advise has been adopted 
and there is uo longer any quostion outstanding as to tho validity 

14
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i I I otKheitfise of the said elections. All parties of both the pro^halcs
V tV^tl§TOWfoeacefully working together without any objection tiactifJ 

fresh Controversy be raised the All-India Congrese Committee has 
full authority to dispose of it. The elections of the All-India 
Congress Committee are to be held under the constitution in 
November (Article 19.) Most of the provinces have not yet even 
begun election and it is not expected that all elections will be 
completed and reported to the General Secretary before the begin
ning of December. The President’s suggestion means that the 
meetings of the All-India Congress Committee cannot take plaoe 
before the third week of December, that is, within a week or ten days 
oE the Annual Congress Session by which time we shall either be in 
full view of Swaraj or all the promiment workers including Mahatma 
Gandhi will be in Jail. The President recognises the existence of grave 
problems demanding entire attention of the Committee and yet pro
poses dilatory procedure which will make a meeting of the Committee 
entirely unnecessary and infructuous. In view of the seriousness and 
urgency of political situation which will be apparent to everybody 
it will be highly detrimental to public interests^-to delay the meet
ing of the All-India Congress Committee in deference to the wishes 
of the President. When vital interests are at stake it is impossible 
to sacrifice them to the view of any single member of the Congress, 
however exalted his position may be. It is evident that sharp 
difference of opinion amongst responsible members of tho Congress 
having arisen there must be some authority within the Congress 
organisation to settle it finally. That authority can only be the 
All India Congress Committeo, and instead of perpetuating this 
difference of opinion the only reasonable course to follow is to have 
the meeting of the Committee as early as possible to give an authori
tative decision once for all if the question is properly raised before 
it or the above reasons. It  is hereby announced that the meet- 
i!)u of the All-India Congress Committee as fixed by the Work
ing Committee for the 4tb November at Dr. Ansari’s Bungalow, 
Carjagunja, Delhi will take place at tho appointed time and place, 
-ill members aro earnestly requested to attend.”

Gn he Committee meeting on November 4th., discussion com- 
mencod on Mahatma Gandhi’s motion endorsing the action of 

" '°t. il Nehru as against that of the president in carrying
ou f , resr,mtion of the Working Committee convening that meeting 
and also endorsing the resolutions of the Working Committee 
r£g auit ??mp'a*nfca of irregularity about the last elections to 
the All-India Congress Committee in Bengal and Madras. Tho 
resolutions roferred to advised tho aggrieved parties in Bengal 
• 'd Madras to co-operate with their Provincial organisations and
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i f f  j i u i  CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE TO START f p T l
\ t]3e 1adoFtion of tbe method of single transferable^! J jn j

tho matter of election of delegates to the Congress be left to (ho 
dp_!5U'o tho t rovincial Congress Committees. Mr. Gandhi appealed
^ L t a t Z ^ r  • S0‘ aslde a.U differences and recognise the position 
I ] . • em 'o  he face in the country. He said the committee
Cnmrniftir M ^ n ’^ 38 t0 whether after havillfl armed tho Working Committee with all the powers, it was not the elementary right of
r  or 'ing Committee to call together a meeting of tbo All-India 
Congress Committee After hearing Mr. Gandhi the members agreed 
with h,s view and then the following resolution was passed —  
Committee ponw!^0" ^  Committee endorses the resolution of the Working

about last elections to the All InHK i l !  1  Committee regarding complaints
* — * »  »■  4  i ’ r s s s t ”  s r m y L ^ g - r  « • » .

, ,  Civil Disobedience
Next tho question of civil disobedience was taken up and before 

“ J°U,;“ raelit the Gom“ lfctee took one step forward on tbe non co
operation piogrammo by sanctioning a limited form of civil dis- 
obedience including the non-payment of taxes, which, in the words 
of Mahatma Gandhi, declared an open but peaceful revolution, and 
was in fact the key resolution of this sitting. The debate was very 
lively and some stern fight was set up by several speakers to liberate 
the resolution from the many restrictions which Mahatma Gandhi 
had placed in their way. The proceedings revealed a decided a 
advanced opinion in favour of full-fledged civil disobedience but , 
almost every ca6e the opposition slowly died down fc

Mr. Gandhi in moving the resolution outlined the course ail 
provincial organisations should follow and said that India had during 
the last ten months made a tremendous head way. If they were simply 
to gauge the quantity of progress, there was every reason to feellproud
mnvLl 1 , 7 V1  a7 Cd t0 ' : heLtbor ifc was sufficient for tho re-
Z T ,  f 7 P e- / l ,Snaf  th,at thtCy, were suffering from, then he had to confess that it fell far short of the requirements. Hence t he
necessity of repetition and emphasis of all vital items of ( ho pro
gramme of non-co operation so far sanctioned, particularly those men- 
turned in the resolution on civil disobedience. They were prepared 
to give no quarter to the Government and should accept none. The 
nigger the injustice and hardships they were put to, the greater tho 
patience and unflinching determination they observed, the sooner 
would Swaraj come. Mr. Gandhi defined civil disobedience as a civil 

? V Vh,eh’ wherever practised, would mean an end of Govem- 
j  , was • ly- S!)fl opeD dtffiance of Govornme it and its laws 
KranteH t ®'*’ lnt'!c step and although provincial autonomy wa-, being 

o provincial organisations in this matter, he advised all to

I



A L L -IN D IA  CONGRESS C O M M lttE k  .
i !. \ l f t j r ? r e !aunohin.g ?n !t and sea What he did, if it waVSt 111 
V  ftpSVit>Io*/in his own district of Oojrat, and aftor seeing the rosnK-Wly^

b' S 0xamld<!’ which should open the eyes of the whole 
>rorra to their wonderful achievement. He knew that at that time 

mass civil disobedience was impossible, and he would be quite satisfi- 
1 ‘ m SU . b,8 continent only one tahsil or district fully prepared 

should practise it rather than the whole unprepared masses should 
partake in it, He advised caution, and reiterated his warning that 
in view of the gigantic step which the resolution allowed, nothing 
should be done without a full recognition of the realities, so that 
once a step was taken there should be no tracing back.

W hen Mahatma Gland hi concluded his opening speech amend
ments were rushed forth from all sides, and the chairman was obliged 
to take the resolution part by part and dispose of all the amendments.
1 lie main purpose underlying all theso amendments was to secure 
relaxation in the conditions which would in fact mean the postpone
ment of civil disobedience for some months, and in certain cases 
make its declaration impracticable. The main bone of contention 
lias that the conditions that individuals practising civil disobedience 
should know the art of hand spinning and that the district or tabsil 
launching on it should bo self-contained in the matter of clothing its 
'•■' n population, the majority of which should be wearing hand-spun 
an<1 band-woven cloth, were impossible for universal practice. The 
ann:, dmonts were brought forward by Maulana Hasrat Mohani, and V hi!  t  ’ Rambbuj Dutt characterised the limitations as impracti- 
c.mie. _ those who supported these amendments contended that
except t'hn iwif 5ra.c.b w®r® ready in every other respect
mean that all nh dg6d ^'vadeebl 88 defined in the resolution, it would 
Swadeshi mnnir"" 8aanfio08 would be nil when compared with the 
over which t h e v ^ ^ 8 V’'b,°h unfortunately, duo to circumstances 
Unless these restri ,f?d " °  contro1- 11 wa8 difficult for them to fulfil, 
mean indefinite n ?nS WRre r6tn0Vr'd the motion would virtually
only 6 weeks " l e f t ' ' s ' Vl1 di80b8die" C®- wl?iIe. tbey had 
a- tempt Worenvrr n • tbe Swaral- or die, or go to jail in tbo
•n a . . d i . w » .  c „ „ u  r r s ^ " y . 4 “ . s ° n 111 ,or
that I, - '!?* ^ an'jb j’ and tbB supporters of his view, emphasised

attain H w a ra iiT ^  l i  1 ho &wadoshi programme that they could 
the edifice so far bid'iViM^ bS aylng tb® a3te al the very root of 
I he Swadeshi , , 1  f h?  U'®re t0 °mlt tbe 8Wct. compliance with
t i i » r o t ^ s r ? b .  x t  r r f hettpr ,o b',v9 o!,,y ° ,,c-Jfber than t l J *! ho ® of India practloe civil disobedience,ratoer than the entire oountry, wbik unprepared for it.

/ ^ s & - ' Gc% X
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V  V ® W n #  H a s r a t  M o h a n i  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e  d a n g e r  o f  s t a r t m ^ e t i l i
W d ® > « d ^ n c o  in one particular place, for Government could cSncetT 

m ^ r t s  repression on that place. Unless the disobedience was 
simultaneous, no end would be gained.

After a very heated discussion, in course of which it was not 
certain on which side the scale might turn, all the amendments ex- 
cept one, which wanted to substitute Indian cloth in placo of hand- 
spun and hand-woven were defeated by a large majority. This 
amendment was also defeated but by a narrow majority. Upon this 
Mahatma Gandhi emphasised that they should arrive at a conclusion 
uhich they should feel as right and which they should earnestly and 
sme .10 y try to put into practice. A casual suggestion, emanating 
probably Irom a member, offered as a compromise that at the end oi 

e resolution a proviso be added authorising the Working Com 
mittee to relax conditions in any case, when it was amply satisfied 
that such relaxation was justified in tho execution*! j ‘
oi the case. This suggestion was heartily welcomed by al/and'"re3 
duced the opposition almost to nil, only a counln nf * rn  
Bisting in their claim. The debate revealed that there was " v e T  
growing opinion among the Committee who could not tolerate Inv 
postponement of civil disobedience and wore anxious that it should 
be launched immediately. Of the three other minor resolutions that 
were passed, the second reiterated tho famous Karachi resolution on 
the withdrawal of soldiers from Govt, servico. 011

The following are the resolutions as passed 
The All-India Cougress Committee while reoardims nl„ „ .  

swadeshi as encouraging, is of opinion that enougl^nronf.^l S° f?ri ;" a',e 
all round and call., npon workers throughout Irnta tn V * ’  lal l,lV" 
attention to the completion of boycott of foreign varn"01? f 'ljf  0^  “  l“ 
manufacture of hand-spun yarn and liaiid-wovcn\l0 h “ ! '  I ' 1 “ ° n  ° K 
country to offer universal civil disobedience, if necessary ’ ° '  t0 eDalj e 110

The All-Iudia Congress Committee endorse 
WoTking Committee regarding the duty of all a,JV ° reso utl0.n Pase,‘<’ by the 
civil-ana or soldiers, and to of opioton that it " mS E ? wM, ’- r 
to pronounce his opinion upon the advisabiliiv or otberwi -  w t'l1B‘ltO0f " ' " ""'’V 
servants leaving civil or military service, and it is th.'mh*. ^  .Q“ Vulfn" " “ " 
citizen to appeal in an open manner to a Boldier or c i v i l i a n . " h  °f e,C‘ y 
tiou with a (ijverammc whieu has forfeited tin- n m  ° scr,er l̂s cnuncc' 
vast majority of the population of India. h® confiden-,- and support ol the

ll.ic All-India Congress Committee congr&tu!ri,t,->s tho vr .
■“* «  '^ n  arrested or imprisoned in t h e ' S  v and ^^-Co-operator, who 
sufferings w.ll hasten the ar.vura nt of tho o0"  tr/ 's  purpose ° Pmi° n 

The Civil Disobedience Resolution
iiA ra ,m “ ’ ol,ta M U b lir 's w a 'V lT r T " * .?  f0r l-he fulHlm‘-‘nt of the National 
■N-i iou has deraondtratp I r  - * orc i of n ‘"  3̂ ***% and w brTtas tho
perf.-ot non violenc ' over th 'a r r ^ r  " r ;,S ''ra‘ 'l.‘!ty  8< -lf-w »tr.im t vy observing -nc over the arrest and imprisonment of the Ali Broih..r» and



. \ lejwfeis, and whereas it is desirable for the Nation to demonsrrel| Its (
V ^ a g ^ i j^ .^ o r  farther suffering and discipline sufficient for the attainmoifAm  

\$>Va A l l - I n d i a  Congress Committee authorises every Province on its own 
Responsibility to undertake civil disobedience, including non-payment of taxes 
in the manner that may be considered the most suitable by respectable Congress 
Committees, subject to the following conditions :

(1) In the event of individual civil disobedience, the individual must know 
hand-spinning and must have completely fulfilled that part of the programme 
which is applicable to him or her, e. g.,—

he or she must have entirely discarded the use of foreiga cloth and adopted 
only hand-spun and hand-woven garments ;

must be a believer in Hindu-Muslim unity and in unity between all com
munities professing different religions in India as an article of faith ;

must believe in non-violence as absolutely essential for the redress of the 
Khilafat and the Punjab wrongs and the attainment of Swaraj and, if a Hindu, 
must, by his personal conduct, show that he regards untouchability as a blow 
upon Nationalism.

(-) the event of mass civil disobedience, a District or Tahsil should be 
treated as a unity, and therein a vast majority of the population must have 
a iopted full Swadeshi, and must be clothed out of cloths hand-spun and hand- 
woven in that District or Tahsil, and must believe in and practise all other 
items of Non-Co-operation.

Provided that no civil resisters should expect to be supported out of public 
funds, aud the members of the family of civil resisters undergoing sentence 
will be expected to support themselves by carding, hand-spinning and hand- 
weaving or any other means. Provided farther that upon application by any 
Provincial Congress Committee, it is open to the Working Committee to relax 
tfie conditions for civil disobedience after it is satisfied that any condition should 
be waived.

( i f  2 XU SOLUTIONS ( C T
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Arrival of the Prince of Wales

BOMBAY— 17TB NOVEMBER 1921
November 1921 is memorable in India’s history. His Royal 

Highness the Prince of Wales was coming to India as a Royal guest 
invited by the Viceroy and the Government. What for ? There was 
a conflict of opinion. The Viceroy and the Government declared 
that, there was no political significance in the Royal visit. Mr. Lloyd 
George, the then Premier, said that the Prince was coming as the 
“ ambassador of the British Nation” , in other words as the ambassador 
of the Lloyd Georgian Govt, to issue a certificate of merit perhaps to 
that Government and his policy which had made India so miserable. 
Opin n in India was almost solid against the Royal visit. With 
India seething in infructuous rage for the Khilafat wrongs, the 

, Punji still bleeding from the dishonourable wounds of 1919, and 
the ' .e for ms deeply disturbing the "pathetic contentment of the 
masses” , India was in no mood to receive Royalty with cheerful 
gijstoes. Writing on the proposed visit of the Prince, Mr. Gandhi 
wrc'te on July 10th. 1921:—

jf repeat once more that Non-co-operators have nothing against the Prince 
as a jtaan. But be cannot be divested of the office he holds. Whilst it is true 
that th e King ani1 bi9 heirs do not actively meddle in the affairs of state (which 
is a co’ Cvenience for the state), he is as effective a representative of the existing 
system of Government as the most meddlesome Trime Minister or Viceroy. I am 
dispose* 1  ,0  tbiD,c that, as supporter of the institution, he is more effective by 
reason of his isolation. If the Prince comes, he will not come to bless the Non- 
co-ori.;.erators or the cause, but to sing the song of praise for a Government which 

in responsible for the dishonour of the Punjab, for breach of faith with the 
Mussaimans, for forcing the drink traffic on India, for impoverishing her and for 
so emasculating her that she almost thinks she most remain in slavery for an 
unthinkable time. In my bumble opinion, the projected visit will bo an insult 
added to injury. Aud it will be the duty of every Non-co-operator, respectfully 
but firmly aud in no unmistakable manner, to express his strong disapproval of 
all snob efforts to bolster up a system which is tottering to its fall.

Writing again on the subject on 27th. October 1921, Mr. 
Gandhi said :—

Honour the Prince.
I have no manner of doubt that tlte Prince’s visit is being exploited for 

; - ' i t ' s i n c f h p ‘benign’ British rule in India. It is a crime, against ue if His 
l oyal Highness is being brought for personal ph asure and sport when-India is 
t'vvnrH? siT*™ discontent, when the masses are saturated with disaffection 
r i . 1  under which they are governed, when famine is raging in

nil the Ceded Districts, a, 1 when ah armed conflict is ragiu;; in



it ia a crime against India to spend millions of rupees on a «dtnell)W
lions of men are living- in a state of chronic starvationL^kilbfc .
ipees have been voted away by the Bombay Council alone*

The visit ia being heralded by repression in the land, In Sindh, over fifty 
Gix Non-cO'Operafora are in gaol. Some of the bravest of Mussalmans are being 
tried for holding certain opinions. Nineteen Bengal workers have bee 1 just 
imprisoned, including Mr. Sen Gupta, the leading Barrister of the place. A 
Mussalman Pir and three other selfless workers are already in gaol for a similar 
‘ crime’. Several leaders of Karnatak are also imprisoned, and now its chief man 
is on trial for saying what I have said repeateuly in these columns and what 
Congressmen have been saying all over during the past twelve months. Several 
leaders of the Central Provinces have been similarly deprived of their liberty.
A most popular doctor, Dr. ParaDjapye, a man universa ly respected for his 
selflessness, is suffering rigorous imprisonment like a common felon. I have 
by no means exhausted the list of imprisonments of Non-co-operators. Whether 
they arc a test of real crime or an answer to growing disaffection, the Prince’s 
visit is, to say the least, most inopportune. There is no dcubt that the peop'e 
do not want His Ptoyal Highness to visit India at the present juncture. They 
have expressed their opinion in no uncertain terms. They have declared that , 
Bombay should observe uautajl  on the day of his landing at Bombay. It is 
a clear imposition upon the people to bring the Prince in the teeth of their 
opposition.

What are we to do in the circumstances ? We must organise a complete 
boycott of ait functions held in the* Prince’s honour. We must religiously refrain 
•ll,m at ten ling charities, fetes or fireworks organised for the purpose. We 
Tr-fuE': t;o illuminate or to send our children to see the organised illuminations.
To this end we must publish leaflets by the million and distribute them amtjbgst 
, ‘ f'-'°pl'‘ telling them what their duty in the matter is, and it would h v uue 
honour done to the Prince if Bombay on the day of his landing wee rb the 
appearance of a deserted city.

But wo roast isolate the Prince from the person. We have no ill-will 
against the Prince as a man. He probably knows nothing of the feeling ir a indi^» j 

•e i liuowe nothing about repression. Equally probably be is q ,,Uoranl
* u' : *“ 1 h- lC lljG Punjab wound is still bleeding, that the treachery Upward* 
nnia m tne matter of the Khdafat is still rankling in every ludiau breast, auu 

1 ,rU °.n :e Government’s own admission the reformed councils contain mem- 
, w J0‘ T ou£ 1 no,D|nally elected, do not in any sense represent even the feW 
' *" v b the electoral rolls. To do or to atti nipt to do any harm to the
person of the I mice wnuU be not only cruel aud inhuman, but it would be on 
our part a pure; of treachery towards ourselves and him, for we have voluntarily ] 
plet.ged ourselves to b and remain non-violent. Any injury or insult to the 
_ rmce by us will be a greater wrong don.-: by as to Islam aud India than any the j 
i.ngu-di have done. They know no better. We can Jay no such claim to 
ignorance, we have with our eyes open aud before God and man promised not to 

urt a single individual in any way connected with the system we are straining 
every nerve to destroy. It must therefore be our duty to take every precaution I 
o protect his person as our own fr- m all harm.. In spite of all our effort, we 
~nx ^ lfd- there v ill be some who would want to take part in the various fnne* 
ions from fear or hope or choice. They have as much right to do what they 

like as we have to do what we like. That is the test of the freedom we 
, l7e 1 r ' enjoy. Let us, whilst we are b iug subjected byr an insolent bureau

cracy to a severe irritation, excise the greatest restraint. And if we can 
exhibit our firm resolve to htr,o nothing to do with it by dissociating ourselvei

T U B  P R I N C E ' S  A R R I V A L



i f  i l l \ V \  T3E PRINCE IN FIJI  / A l
' ’  fro1 2 s P f i f 1 anrl at the eame time we show forbearance towards tho^g^h!

• <UfC*-?rom.ua, we would advance our cause iu a most effective manner. l l  f  i
Regarding the use of Eoyal Visits and the way they are 

exploTteri by Governments, the following account of the Prince’s 
visit to Fiji in 1920 is furnished by the Rev. C. F. Andrews.__

The Prince of Wales in Fiji
. „ !f is tlll> greatest importance for the people of India clearly to understand 
J0W tllese Royal Visns are often unsciupulously used by Government for politic;,! 
Pur “̂ e,8- lbe ,u ea Is' ‘‘ f13.4 of all, sedulously propagated that the Eoyal Visit 
I,is no 1 ug oi o with politios ; that the Royal Family are above politics—that 

tiey are strictly neutral m their political attitude. Then, alterwards, the utws
Hr P!c?frdff i 0'‘ |Sv, f ,de8 th?t,a 8rfat l,olitical success has bc-en obtained. The 1. te Ring Edward \ U was rightly called the greatest diplomatist in the Britisli
Ambassador!^ P '  “  " ale8 ba# “ ow <a™ d the* tale of ■ Onr Greatit

nations't.hat'^cou'w'be accomP|TiBhedSby sum^driflonmtic muf^amba01* T ?® , t0
the world might be all the'better for them. But the d a n g e r a f c  Z t T n ’ 
back, that some distinctly political objects may be aim. i at behind the see, »
that evil systtms, which have power aod authority behind them, may receive 
from them an added power and an added authority for oppression of the poor and
subjection of the weak. Even to-day, the greater proportion of Europeans on
the continent of Europe believe that, the visits of King Edward were used bv 
English politicians fur the encirclement of Germany by a ring of hostile powers 
Whether that opinion is right or wrong, need not be discussed here. I only wish 
to point out, how from a bitter past experience, these Royal Visits are s i ' 
feared in Europe. Europe lias had her hard lesson to learu ; and the srsm t Vk 
true,—“ Once bit, twice shy.” K provetn ,8

I wish now to tell the story of what happened, behind the scenes in the 
Prince of Wales' recent visit to Fiji. The facts have just come to light and they 
are most instructive. b ' 1

The Indian community were suffering, at the time, from a most painful in-
.lunice. They had b.- n charged with the off,.nee of stirring up racial hatred 
against the Europeans ami breaking out into open rebellion ; yet the truth wa, 
simply this, that the Indian labourers were nearly starving and had struck work 
in order to obtain from the plutocratic Colonial Sugar Refining Company a 
more just and equitable share of the enormous profits from sugar. The Colonial 
‘"Migar Refining Company bad reaped these successive profits out of Indian labour, 
year alter year, during the War. After the war also these had gone ourli ' l  

‘ further increasing. Yet the Company continually refused to there what they had 
gained with the Indian labourer**.

When 1 was iu Fiji in 1U17, there was an attempted Buicide of an Indian
in open Court the Indian declared that he could not hear to see his young 
children crying for bread and to have nothing to give them to eat. The Judge 
J116mWsed him with a warning. That was cold comfort indeed r And what can 

i no said strong enough about the oppression of the poor by this wealthy Sugar 
company with its many crores of capital l Yet it held out to the last, against 
j !” ' 1 ri8« 'u wages of 3d. per day when I tried to negotiate this for the Indian 
labourers in the Colony in IP 17.
il.p.T^'r l"d ‘m community, when freed at last from indenture, demanded a 
eci iu living wages— the wages of a free man and a free woman. I know f, r

14(a)



I = !cerM ^  j ^ j ®* R* Company could easily have afforded to give^gte cmt
\ • of ( j j ^ nLpW profits. But it would not budge from its hard and fast pcfen%>| ; , 
\^^n d ^^b ^/ a t last the Btrike began, the news was everywhere spread abroacrInat A 

were iu ‘open rebellion’ and were proposing to massacre the 
Europeans. Troops with machine guns were hurried in a warship of the New 
Zealand Navy from Auckland, and the Indian labourers were terrorised back 
into their work, without getting their rise in wages.

Soon after these troubles, the Indian community wished to present an 
address to the Prince of Wales who came to Fiji. They asked permission from 
the Governor to state their position in the following terms : ‘‘We do not think 
it proper to pain your Royal Highness by describing our secular difficulties and 
grievances, which will not remaiu hidden to your Royal HighneBS. One thing, 
however, we are compelled to bring to your notice. It is the fact that we have 
been misrepresented to the effect that our recent agitation for better rights and 
economical improvement was based on racial feelings. This has wounded our 
hearts. Fhia surmise, on the part of the authorities, is not only without any 
foundation, but is a great slur and an irreparable stain on our character, which 
should be removed at once.”

These were the proposed words. But the Governor cut them out of the 
address altogether, and substituted others, which, while seemingly a mere 
abbreviation, were actually a perversion of the meaning. The Indians wished 
to say that, the accusation of racial hatred, levelled against th e m se lv e s , were 
unjust and unbearable. What they were made to say was that there was no 
racial feeling on the part of any one at all,— either European or Indian. Now 
this was the opposite of the truth ; because the European racial feeling had been 
excessive. I wish my readers to notice how subtly and cleverly this was donp. 
The Governor of Fiji struck out the words of the address of welcome, which 1 
have stated above and substituted the following :—

“ ’’Ae do not think it proper to refer to political matters. It is inevitable, 
however, that youi Royal Highness should have heard of the recent Indian 
troubles in biji ; and we desire to assure you that they were due solely to 
economic causes and not to any racial feeling.”

The Indian Community protested against this perver?ion of their own mean- 
ing. But the Governor of Fiji insisted, and the Indians meekly gave way. The 
H-Sult was that the Prince of Wales was prompted to pick out those very words 
declaring that there was no racial feeling, which would camouflage the whole 
matter. I bey were telegraphed all over the world by ‘Reuter’. We received 
them here in India. London, and New York, and ( ’ape-town, and Tokio, and 
Melbourne received them als). The Prince stated that " he  w a s  o l a d  to 
UBA.W THAT THE DECENT INDIAN TROUBLES HAD NOT BERN DUE TO ANV 
RACIAL FEELINGS.”  Thus the impression was spread abroad, that the 
Europeans were very good friends of the Indians and were living in social 
friendliness with them. The truth all the while was this, that the Europeans, 
ar I have ea;d, had brought troops from New Zealand and, by sheer military 
power, crushed Indians back into accepting the harshest terms of settlement. 
lh ;y iiad even passed racial laws against the Indians, marking them out 
L  -m all other races in Fiji.

The Arrival of the Prince of Wales

l i n  R o y a l  H i g h n e s s  t h e  P r i n c e  o f  W a l e s  l a n d e d  in  B o m b a y  
o n  N o v e m b e r  1 7 th ,  T b o  P r i n c e ,  E n g l a n d ' s  b e l o v e d  P r i n c e ,  t h e

THE FRINGE'S ARRIVAL
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! • I c m o n  ^ o b j e c t  o f  p r i d e  a n d  j o y  t o  t h e  E n g l i s h m a n  w h e r e v V o k o l i s , 

v e d  w i t h  th e  c e r e m o n y  a n d  a t t e n t i o n  w h i c h  b ' k J A d i i  
d e m a n a s  f r o m  h ig h  o f i i c o r s  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t .  A n d  t ho  g o r g e o u s  
p r o c e e d i n g s  vvoro in h a r m o n y  w i t h  t h e  o c c a s i o n .  F r o m  t h e  d a y  
p r e v i o u s  t h e  s h ip s  o f  t h e  E a s t  I n d i a  s q u a d r o n  la y  c o l l e c t e d  iri a r r a y ,  
b e d e c k e d  w i t h  f lags  a n d  f e s t o o n s ,  a t  t h e  h a r b o u r .  T h e  li. M. t>. 
henown c a r r y i n g  t h e  P r i n c e  s l o w l y  s t o a m e d  in  a b o u t  8  in  t h e  
m o r n i n g  a n d  t h e  P r i n c e  l a n d e d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  1 0  A. M.

H is  R o y a l  H i g h n e s s  w a s  r e c e i v e d  b y  t h e  V i c e r o y  a n d  t h o  
G o v e r n o r  o f  B o m b a y  a n d  w a s  t h e n  t a k e n  in p r o c e s s i o n  t o  a  p a v i l i o n  
c l o s e  b y  w h e r o  w e r e  a s s e m b le d  all  t b o  g r e a t  R u l i n g  C h i e f s  a n d  
l  r in c e s  o f  I n d ia  w h o  h a d  c o m a  all t h e  w a y  t o  B o m b a y  t o  p a v  
o b s e q u i o u s  h o m a g e  to  t h e  H e i r  t o  t h o  B r i t i s h  T h r o n e .  A f t e r  t h e  
c e r e m o n y  o f  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  H .  R .  H .  w a s  t h e n  c o n d u c t e d  t o  t h e  
d a is  in  t h e  A m p b i - t h e a t r e  w h e r e  h e  t o o k  h is  s e a t ,  a n d  i m m e d i a t e l y  
a f t e r ,  t a k i n g  a p a p e r  f r o m  t h e  h a n d  o f  L o r d  C r o m e r ,  s a id  : I h a v e
a m e s s a g e  f r o m  m y  fa th e r  a n d  i t  is t h i s . ’ T h e  P r i n c e  t h e n  n  o d  
th e  K i n g ’ d M e s s a g e .

T h e  K in g ’s M e ssage  to  India

‘•On this day, when my son lands for the first time upon your shores I send 
through him my greetings to you, the Princes and People of India His coniine 
is a token and a ren sw»J of the pledges of affection which it has been the heritaoe 
of our House to re affirm to you. My father when Prince of Wales counted U 
his privilege to see, and seeing to understand, the Great Emnire in the ( ,-t 
over which it was his destiny to rule ; and l recall with thanUfuin-sa .and pride 
that, when lie was coiled to the throne, it fell to me to follow his illustrious 
example. But 1 have the same hope and in this same spirit mv son is v iti, you 
to-day. The thought of Ins arrival brings with a welcome vividness to my mind 
the happy memories I have stored of what I myself have learned in India : its 
charm and beauty, its immemorial history, its noble monuments and, above all, 
the devotion of India and its faithful people, since proved as if bv .ire in their 
response to the Empire’s call in the hour of its greatest, need. These memories 
wdl ever be with me SB 1 trace h:s stops. My heart is with him as he moves 
among you and with mine the heart of toe Queen-Empress whose love for India is 
no less than my own.

“ To friends, whose loyalty wo and our fathers have treasured lie brings 
tins message of trust and hope— ray sympathy in all that passes in’ynnr liv.a 
is nnabating. During recent years my thoughts bars been yet more constantly 
with you- Throughout the civilised world the foundations of social order have 
b-jcu tested by war and change. Wherever citizenship exi.tii, it has bad to me, t 
the test, anti India, like other countries, has been called to face n w and special 
problems of her own. For this task her armoury is in the new powers of her 
w7ih~ihOWr 8 “Ud now responsibilities with which slip hue been '..nipped. That 
and its 'ot ' P of tll0"e’ by Lord Reading’s guidance oi my Government
fiu-l officers, yon will bring those problems to an issue worthy of your historic 
Ordered o "{ “*PPi“®*s for ynut fuiure, that ail dlsquieiir.gs will v.,ni,h in u-ll 

11 Progrers, is my earnest wish and my confident belief. Tour anxicDes
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11 f aivfliiour] guoicingfl arc my own. In all that may touch your bappinellim til 
\ . \ i v o a  /you hope and promotes your welfare, I feel with you in the ^j*^| |f .

\ 5 !lJ2 S ty  son followed from afar your fortunes. It is now bis ambition 
by coming among you to ripen good-will into a yet fuller understanding. 1 trust 
and believe that when he leaves ynur shores your hearts will follow him and by 
lus stay with you one link more will be added to the golden chain of sympathy 
which for these many years lias held my Throne to India. And it, is my warmest 
prayer that wisdom and contentment growing hand in hand will lead India into 
ever-increasing national greatness within a free Empire— the Empire for which 
1 labour anti for which, it it be the divine will, my son shall labour after me.”

The Municipal Address
T h i s  o v e r ,  t h e  a d d r e s s  p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  M u n i c i p a l  C o r p o r a t i o n  

uf B o m b a y  w a s  t h e n  r e a d  o u t  b y  S ir  S a s s o o n  D a v i d .  In th e  c o u r s e  
o f  t h e  a d d r e s s  t h e  C o r p o r a t i o n  sa id  t h a t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a d v a n c e m e n t  
o f  I n d i a  w a s  a c c e l e r a t e d  b y  t h e  w a r  w h i c h  b a d  s h a t t e r e d  o l d  id e a s  
a n d  i d e a l s .  T h e  i n e v i t a b l e  r e s u l t  w a s  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a  g r e a t  
d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p i n i o n  in  t h e  b o d y  p o l i t i c  a n d  m a n y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  
c o u n t r y  w a s  a l r e a d y  r ip e  f o r  a  m o r e  d e m o c r a t i c  f o r m  o f  g o v e r n m e n t .  
T h e  C o r p o r a t i o n  t h e r e f o r e  t r u s t e d  t h a t  t h e  P r i n c e ’ s v o i c e  w o u ld  
st ii l  t h e  v o i c e  o i  d i s c o r d  a n d  l e a v e  an a t m o s p h e r e  o f  m u t u a l  u n d e r 
s t a n d in g  a n d  g o o d - w i l l .  In t h e  r e p ly ,  h o w e v e r ,  w h i c h  H i s  R o y a l  
H ig h n e s s  m a d e  to  t h e  a d d r e s s  t h e r e  w a s  n o  m e n t i o n  o f  h is  b e i n g  
i h e  “  h a r b i n g e r  o f  p e a c e ” . T h e  p a ssa ge  in  his  s p e e c h  w h ic h  t o u c h e d  
t h e  a u d i e n c e  h o m e  w a s  t h is  : " C o m i n g  f r o m  t h e  W e s t  t o  ih e  E a s t ,  
as  a y o u n g  m a n ,  t o  t h is  ancient, v a s t  c o u n t r y ,  I  f ee l  s o m e  a w e  a t  th e  
d i f f i c u l t y  w h ic h  I  m a y  e x p e r i e n c e  in  g e t t i n g  t o  k n o w  I n d ia .  B u t  I a m  
fo r t i f i e d  b y  t h e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  s y m p a t h y  b e g e t s  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  m y  
s y m p a t h y  w i t h  I n d ia  h a s  b e e n  a r o u s e d  s in c e  m y  c h i l d h o o d . ' ’

,  A f t e r  th is  f u n c t i o n  t h e  P r i n c e  d r o v e  in  S t a t e  to  G o v t .  H o u s e ,
a n d  th e  R o y a l  P r o c e s s i o n  w a s  lu s t i l y  c h e e r e d  by t b o  t h o u s a n d s  o f  
s i g h t -s e e r s  w h o  c r o w d e d  t h e  s t r e o t s  w h ic h  w e r e  la v is h ly  d e c o r a t e d  
a n d  l in e d  b y  t roops .

The Counter-Demonstration
In  m a r k e d  contrast ,  t o  t h e  la r g o  c r o w d s  m a in ly  c o m p o s e d  o f  

E u rope ,"  is, E u r a s ia n s ,  P a r s is  a n d  th o  w e a l t h y  r e s i d e n t  o i  B o m b a y  
w h ic h  a s s e m b le d  to  c h e e r  t h o  P r i n c e  a l o n g  th e  r o u t e  o f  t h e  R o y a l  
P r o c e s s i o n ,  th e r e  w a s  a h u g e  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g  a t  t h e  o p p o s i t e  e n d  o f  
tti ■ t iw n  w h e r e  M r.  G a n d h i  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  a u d i e n c e  t o  b o y c o t t  all 
of f icial  f u n c t i o n s  in  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  th e  P r i n c e ’ s r e c e p t i o n ,  a n d  a 
.h u g e  b o n - f i r o  w as  m a d e  o f  a  p i le  o f  f o r o ig n  c l o t h .  F r o m  th o  p r e v i o u s  
d a y  - th o u sa n d s  o f  p la c a r d s  w e r e  d i s p l a y e d  a t  e v e r y  n o o k  a n d  c o r n e r  
o f  th e  c i t y  a p p e a l in g  in  th o  n a m e  o f  G a n d h i  fo r  a b o y c o t t  o f  th e  
P r i n c e ’s v i s i t .  D u r i n g  th e  m o r n i n g  t h e  t r a m  „a r s  v r „ u  r u n n i n g  a n d  
the  mills  w e re  w o r k i n g  W i t h i n  a f « w  h o u r s ,  h o w e v e r ,  all th is  nt.cpp



y o ^ K l ^ e l l i H g  crowds rushed into t.ho streets, declared harhtliilrl 
‘  xjdntncl the boycott mooting at tho beach. W hat followed next 
X W ^ ^ M ' i k t m a ’j  own language. W riting next day, the 18th 

November, in his paper, Young I n d ia ,  he says.—
f b o  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  B o m b a y ,  t h e  h o p e  o f  m y  d r e a m s ,  w a s  b e i n g  

s t a in e d  y e s t e r d a y  e v e n  w h i l s t  in m y  s i m p l i c i t y  1 w a s  c o n g r a t u l a t i n g  
I o r  c i t i z e n s  u p o n  t h e i r  n o n - v i o l e n c e  in  th e  fa ce  o f  g r a v e  p r o v o c a t i o n .  

L o r ,  n o  v o l u n t e e r s  w i t h  t h e i r  c a p ta in  w e r e  a r r e s t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
p r e v i o u s  n i g h t  f o r  p a s t i n g  p o s te r s  u n d e r  a u t h o r i t y  o n  p r i v a t e  pro -  
p o r  y.  ho p o s te r s  a d v i s e d  t h e  p e o p le  to  b o y c o t t  t h e  w e l c o m e  t o  
t h e  F r m c e  1 h e y  w e r e  d e s t r o y e d .  T h e  S w a r a j  S a b h a ’ s o f f i c e  w a s  
m y s t o n o u s l y  e n t e r e d  m t o  a n d  th e  u n u s e d  p o s t e r s ,  s o  f a r e s  l a m  

, ’ ' d 9 c l “ red . " u l a ' v i u l ,  w e r e  a ls o  r e m o v e d .  T h e  P r i n c e ’ s
v i s a  i t s e l f  a n d  th e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  c e r e m o n i a l s  a r r a n g e d  
a n d  the  p u b l i c  m o n e y  w a s t e d  f o r  t h e  m a n u f a t u r e  o f  a  w e l c o m e  t o  
H is  R o y a l  H i g h n e s s  c o n s t i t u t e d  an n n b e a r a b h .  n r o v ^ . i L .  A ^  
y e t  B o m b a y  h a d  r e m a i n e d  s e l f - r e s t r a in e d .  T h i s  1 t h u im h i  
m a t t e r  f o r  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n .  T h e  b u r n i n g  o f  th e  p i le  o f  f o r e i g n  c fo^ h  
w a s  an  e l o q u e n t  c o u n t e r - d e m o n s t r a t i o n  t o  t h e  i n t e r e s t e d  o ff i c ia l  
d e m o n s t r a t i o n .  L i t t l e  d i d  I  k n o w  t h a t  a t  t h e  v e r y  t i m e  t h a t  th o  
P r in c e  w as  p a s s in g  t h r o u g h  th e  d e c o r a t e d  r o u t e  a n d  t h o  p i l e  o f  
f o r e i g n  c l o t h  w a s  b u r n i n g ,  in  a n o t h e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  c i t y  t h o  m i l l - h a n d s  
w e r e  in  c r im in a l  d i s o b e d i e n c e  o f  t h o  w is h e s  o f  t h e i r  m a s t e r s  e m n t v  
m g  t h e m , f i r s t  o n e  a n d  t h e n  t h e  o t h e r s ,  b y  f o r c e  - t h a t  
m o b  w a s  m o l e s t i n g  t h e  p e a c e fu l  p a s s e n g e rs  i „  ' t h e  t r a m - o w s  a n d  
h o l d i n g  u p  th e  t r a m  traffic  ; a n d  t h a t  it w a s  f o r c i b l y  d e p r i v i n g  tho<o  
t h a t  w e r e  w e a r i n g  f o r e ig n  c a p s  o r  t h e ir  h e a d  d r e s s e s  a n d  p e l t i n g  
m o ^ n s . v e  E u r o p e a n s .  A s  t h o  d a y  w e n t  u p ,  t h e  f u r y  o f  t h e  L o b  
n o w  m t o x . c a t e d  w i t h  its  su ccess ,  r o se  a lso .  T h e y  b u r n t  t r a m - c a r l  
a n d  a m o t o r ,  s m a sh e d  l i q u o r  s h o p s ,  a n d  b u r n t  ( h a m  t o o .

1 b e a r d  o f  t h e  o u t b r e a k  a t  a b o u t  o n e  o ’ c l o c k  I  motored
P a i n f u T ?  * '*>1 T t f  d i s t u r b a n c e  a n d  h e a r d  t h e  m o s t
p a in fu l  a n d  th e  m o s t  h u m i l i a t i n g  s t o r y  o f  m o l e s t a t i o n  o f  Pars.'

l  i t ,  S o m e J evv w e r e  a s s a u l t e d  a n d  e v e n  h a d  t h e i r  s u m  t o r n  
R o m  t h e m .  N o  one  a m o n g  a c r o w d  o f  o v e r  f i f t e e n  h u n d r e d  w h o  
b a d  s u r r o u n d e d  m y  c a r  d e n i e d  th e  c h a r g e  as a  P a r s !  w i t h  h o t  ra g e

t l qU1r info‘T  nas 7  th fhe Breatest daliberation relating the 
the mobArulee» ^ r y * 691,tleman sa.d : “ Please save us from

like a ' I ? , ° f ,the rough handling of Parsi sisters pierced me
violent mnii v  t iat “ y s7 e.rs1a.nd daughters had been hurt by 
a r iKht * ° h  , . \ e.8* ,sume E a r s is  had joined tho welcome. They had 

k 0 ho,d th îr own view, free of molestatiou. There oun. be

THK hOYOOIl DEMONSTRATION / p : » i



\. V Jtffartdailm in  S w a r a j .  T h e  M o p l a h  fa n a t i c  w h o  f o r c i b l y  c ^ ^ j j A s  
V  a  H i n d u  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  he  is a c q u i r i n g  r e l i g i o u s  m e r i t -  A  

Xv'~~ e^Si£or  o r  h is  a ss o c ia te  w h o  u s e s  c o e r c i o n  h a s  n o  a p o l o g y  w h a t s o 
e v e r  fo r  h is  c r im in a l i t y .

" A s  I r e a c h e d  t h e  t w o  T a n k s  I  f o u n d ,  t o o ,  a l i q u o r - s h o p  s m a s h 
e d  an d  2 p o l i c e m e n  b a d l y  w o u n d e d  a n d  l y in g  u n c o n s c i o u s  o n  c o t s  
w i t h o u t  a n y b o d y  c a r in g  f o r  t h e m ,  a n d  a l i g h t e d .  I m m e d i a t e l y  t h e  
c r o w d  s u r r o u n d e d  m e  a n d  y e l le d  M a h a t m a  G a n d h i - k i  j a i  , T h a t  
s o u n d  u su a l ly  g r a t e s  o n  m y  ears ,  b u t  i t  h a s  g r a t e d  n e v e r  so  m o r e  
as  i t  d i d  y e s t e r d a y ,  w h e n  t h e  c r o w d ,  u n m i n d f u l  o f  t h e  t w o  s i c k  
b r e t h r e n ,  c h o c k e d  m e  w i t h  t h e  s h o u t  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e i r  v o i c e s .  I 
r e b u k e d  t h e m  a n d  th e y  w e r e  s i le n t .  W a t e r  w a s  b r o u g h t  f o r  t h e  
t w o  w o u n d e d  m e n .  I  r e q u e s t e d  t w o  o f  m y  c o m p a n i o n s  a n d  s o m e  
f r o m  th e  c r o w d  t o  t a k e  t h e  d y i n g  p o l i c e m e n  t o  t h e  H o s p i t a l .

“ I p r o c e e d e d  t h e n  to  t h e  s c e n e ,  a  l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  u p ,  w h e r e  I  s a w  
a  fire r i s in g .  T h e r e  w e r e  t w o  t r a m -c a r s  w h i c h  w e r e  b u r n t  b y  th e  
c r o w d .  O n  r e t u r n i n g  I w i t n e s s e d  a  b u r n i n g  m o t o r -  car .  1 a p p e a l e d  
t o  th e  c r o w d  t o  d i s p e r s e ,  t o ld  t h e m  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  d a m a g e d  th e  
c a u s e  o f  t h e  K h i l a f a t ,  t h e  P u n j a b  a n d  S w a r a j .  I r e t u r n e d  s i c k  a t  
hoart, a t id  in  a c h a s t e n e d  m o o d .

“ A t  a b o u t  5  a f e w  b r a v e  H i n d u  y o u n g  m e n  c a m e  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  
in  B h i n d i  B a z a r  t h e  c r o w d  w a s  m o l e s t i n g  e v e r y  p a s s e r -b y  w h o  h a d  
a f o r e k n  c a p  o n  a n d  e v e n  s e r io u s ly  b e a t i n g  h im  i f  he  r e f u s e d  t o  
g i v e  u p  his  c a p .  A  b r a v e  o l d  P a m  w h o  d e f i e d  t h e  c r o w d  a n d  
w o u l d  n o t  g i v e  u p  h is  pugri w a s  b a d l y  h a n d l e d .  M o u l a n a  A z a d  
S o b h a n i  a n d  I w e n t  t o  B h i n d i  B a z a r  a n d  r e a s o n e d  w i t h  th e  c r o w d .  
W e  t o ld  th e m  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  d e n y i n g  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n  b y  h u r t i n g  
i n n o c e n t  m e n .  T h e  c r o w d  m a d e  a s h o w  o f  d i s p e r s in g .  T h e  p o l i c e  
w e r e  t h e r e ,  b u t  th e y  w e r e  e x c e e d i n g l y  r e s t r a i n e d .  W e  went-  f u r t h e r  
o n  a n d  r e t r a c in g  o u r  s teps ,  f o u n d  t o  o u r  h o r r o r  a  l i q u o r  s h o p  o n  fire. 
E v e n  th e  fire b r i g a d e  w as  o b s t r u c t e d  in  its  w o r k .  T h a n k s  t o  th e  
e i lo r t s  o f  P a n d i t  N e k i r a m  K b a r a u  a n d  o t h e r s ,  all in m a t e s  o f  t h e  s h o p  
w e r e  a b le  t o  c o m o  o u t .

Nature of the Crowd
“ T h e  c r o w d  d id  n o t  c o n s i s t  o f  h o o l i g a n s  o r  o n l y  o f  b o y s .  I t  

w a s  n o t  an  u n i n t e l l i g e n t  c r o w d .  T h e y  w e r e  n o t  all  m i l l - h a n d s .  
I t  w a s  e ss e n t ia l ly  a  m i x e d  c r o w d ,  u n p r e p a r e d  a n d  u n w i l l i n g  t o  l is ten  
t o  a n y b o d y .  F o r  t h e  m o m e n t  i t  h a d  lo s t  i ts  h e a d ,  a n d  i t  w a s  n o t  
a c r o w d  b u t  se v e r a l  c r o w d s  n u m b e r i n g  in all  loss  t h a n  t w e n t y  
t h o u s a n d .  I t  w a s  b e n t  u p o n  m i s c h i e f  a n d  d e s t r u c t i o n .

“ I  h e a rd  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  f i r in g  r e s u l t in g  in  d e a t h s ,  a n d  t h a t  in 
th e  A n g l o - I n d i a n  q u a r t e r s  e v e r y  o n e  w h o  p assed  w i t h  K b a d d a r  o n  
n a m e  in f o r  h a rd  be.< in g  if he  d i d  n o t  p u t  o f f  b is  K b a d d a r  c a p  or

( i f T H E  PRINCE IN INDIA x £ 3 1 P



r f / ^ B r V 921  ̂ THE BOMBAY RIOT / T U b
I H  t h a t “ a n y  w e r e  s e r i o u s ly  i n j u r e d .  I a m  ^ j l -

-e roj d,8t o f  s , x  Pdl,ldu a n d  M u s s a lm a n  w o r k e r s  w b ( N * W ^  
w V h bro,k e n  b e a d 8  a n d  W e e d i n g  a n d  o n e  w i t h  a  b r o k e n  

b o n e  a n d  a n o t h e r  la c e r a t e d  w o u n d s  a n d  in  d a n g e r  o f  l o s in g  his 
l i fe .  T h e y  w e n t  t o  P a r e l  le d  b y  M a u l a n a  A z a d  S o b h a n i  a n d  
. l o a z / a m  A h  t o  p a c i f y  the  m i l l - h a n d s ,  w h o ,  i t  w a s  r e p o r t e d  w e r e  
h o l d i n g  u p  th e  t r a m -c a r s  th ere .  T h e  w o r k e r s ,  h o w e v e r ,  w e r e  e n a b le d

w»5?4

» . . .  c i v i l  d i s o b e d i e n c e  i . '  .C m  „ “  " "  
a t m o s p h e r e  is t o  be  f o u n d  in B a r d o l i  a n d  t h e r e f  D° U8>  t b a t  SU° b an 
s id e  b y  s ide  w i t h  the  v i o l e n c e  in  B o m b ^  T h V i  7 "  e ° ,  ? “  
N e i t h e r  B a r d o l i  n o r  B o m b a y  c a n  b e  t r e a t e d  as S 8 0 m t « S ln U’ o s s i b l e .  
u n i ts  T h e y  are p a r ts  o f  o n e  g r e a t  i n d i v i s i b l e  w h o l e " ^ T t ^ d 
p o s s ib le  to  iso la te  M a la b a r ,  i t  w a s  a lso  p o s s ib le  t o  d i s r e g a r d  "  aS
B u t  i t  is n o t  p o s s ib le  t o  i g n o r e  B o m b a y .  N o n - C o - o p e r a t o r s ' 1 p f ° " '  
e s c a p e  th e  l ia b i l i t y .  I t  is  t ru e  t h a t  N o - C o - o p e r a t o r *  w o r e c e a «

f f t S S , , n g t e v e r y w h e r e  W i t h n t b e  p e 0 ! ' le a t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
r l J L  -i, i V  ve.8 t0 a r r e s t  o r  s t o p  th o  m ,6 c h i e f  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  are  
r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  s a v in g  m a n y  p r e c i o u s  l iv e s .  B u t  t h a t  is  n o t
f o r  l a u n c h in g  o n  c iv i l  d i s o b e d i e n c e  o r  t o  d i s c h a r g e  them f 8 '
l ia b i l i t y  i o r  t h e  v i o l e n c e  t h a t  ^a-s t a k e n  p la c e  W e c l L ?  n 
e s ta b l i s h e d  a p e a c e fu l  a t m o s p h e r e  ». e. t o  h a v e  a t t a i n e d  kI  e
v i o le n c e  su f f ic ien t  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  people t o  S  flf i ^  i’’0"' 
u n d e r  c h e c k .  W e  h a v e  fa i le d  w h e n  w e  o u g h t  t o  K ™  T 7  
f o r  y e s t e r d a y  w a s  a d a y  o f  o u r  tria l.  W e L  °  , 8ucce,7 d '
b o u n d  to  p r o t e c t  th e  p e r s o n  o f  th e  P r i n c e  f r o m  a  v  ' i !  W ° Ur P ' '  T  
a m i  w e  b r o k e  t h a t  p l e d g e  in  as  m u c h a s a n v  2 1  7 7  " V T ' *

; f t h e d  VriSlT E ThePyeanwe°rr  wh° **
B“ h ' n*ui" 1 ................. « ..

i n s . r u m e n t a W b a 1 ^  ° W"  f 6” 0 ^ 1 ' “ P o n s i b i l i t y . I  am  m o r enst R e n t a l  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  in b r i n g i n g  in t0  b e i l .g  t h e  fipirit  pf

i,“  h a t  s m r i t  7  L  T  5' CaPa i ‘ e ° f  c o , l t r o l l i - g  a n d  d i s c ip l in -
i e e , v t P e n a n c e  f o r  it . F o r  m e  th e  s t r u g g le
p o r n o l  L ” y  , b e l , e v e  1,1 f a s t i " «  a m i  p ra ye r ,  a n d  I
« w a r ° r i a  o b t a i n e d ^  ° b s e r v e  e v e r y  M o n d a y  a  2 i  h o u r s ’ fast  till

th e  8 itu a M n W o r a in *  C o n lr n i t te e  w i l > h 3 v o  t o  d e v o t e  i ts  a t t e n t i o n  t o  
disobedient a ‘ ,d  c ? ' l s ,d e r ’ in th e  l ig h t  t h e r e o f ,  w h e t h e r  m a ss  c iv i l  

6 ean  b o  a t  all e n c o u r a g e d ,  u n t i l  w o  h a v e  o b t a i n e d

' G°̂ %\



’ Go% \  >

THE piuNnE i n  i n d i a
p&i .•'■«]etfi control over the masses. I have personally cotaeSie|- 

\ ^ h^^ely  /to  the conclusion that mass civil disobedience canfcor-le-J 
vJltaritJfl^or the present. I confess my inability to conduct a cam

paign of civil disobedience to a successful issue unless a completely 
non-violent spirit is generated among the people.

“ I am sorry for the conclusion. It is a humiliating confession 
of my incapacity, but I know that 1 shall appear more pleasing to 
'my Maker by being what I am instead of appearing to be what I 
am not. If I can have nothing to do with the organised violence 
of the Government, I can have less to do with the unorganised 
violence of the pooplo. I would prefer to be crushed between 
the two.’ ’

The Bombay Riot
For full five days the riot went on. There were Parsi mob 

in the Parsi quarter, Moslem mob in the Moslem quarter, Christian 
and Anglo-Indian mob in their own quarter, and to crown all the 
monster mob of mill-hands in the mill quarter of the town. Tbo 
surging mob-fury now rushed this way and that, uncontrollable, 
mad, reckless of what they did, and fair Bombay was given 
up to an orgy of communal warfare. The first day the mill- 
bands had tbo upper hand. Next day it was the Parsis, Jews, 
Christians and Anglo-Indians that became aggressors. Tbo Parsis, 
infuriated at the treatment oj their women and children, came 
out m the Btreets armed with guns, lathis and bamboos and 
belaboured whoever came itt their way— not excepting their own 
kinsmen who happened to have khaddar and Gandhi cap on. 
Europeans and Jews also took the law unto themselves—it was 
widely rumoured that they were supplied with arms and ammunition 

and by way of retaliation mercilessly injured Hindu and Moslem 
passersby. As a result there was another mob rising which was 
quick y quelled by military and police fire. Many men wore killed, 
including one European, and a couple of hundreds were badly injured, 
Soveral grog-shops were burnt, a Parsi temple was set fire to, and 
immense damage was done to shops. Moslem and Hindu leaders 
who were out to pacify the fighting mobs, including Messrs .layakar, 
i.'athe, Mehta, Banker, Desai, Azad Sobbani, and many Khilafat 
wot leers, and oven Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, wore badly molestc 1 by the 
parsis and Anglo Indians. At M ihatma Gandhi’s placo scoros of 
Congress volunteers who had gone in the thick of the fighting to 
stop it by pursuasiou lay with mangled bodies and limbs. Gradually, 
however, the city sobered down. Mahatma Gandhi, who had vowed 
to abstain from any food till the violence stopped, fell ill, while 
influential Hindus, Parsis, Moslems and Christians were on daily
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• W T *' °,!er the disturbed area, pacifying the p e o p l ^ l h e f

^ S 5̂ T b y  co-operated with the leaders and allowed t
« f‘ ? . CrS0 ■thS “ ° b ,bef0re firi,lg- As a result of the out- 

PrlnM's vi.it h S “ *“ or 5*®°'®* ^notions in connection with the 
tained in r „ 1 k °  be dropped, and the Viceroy and staff were do- 
w T l  o r fr ^ b a y fo r  a d a y ^ t i a s t o n t h e  21st November peace
terL L of him a d £  a’>otber appeal- so char- '01 h,nl> addressed to the rioters. Said he : —

“ To the Hooligans of Bombay
had acqufred'ai^ inHiIpn!! n‘ istake 1 ba'v’ “ ade ’B tbat 1 thought Non-co-operat„r; 
aucl poutu-al “ o I,™ nf°nery0U, ^  under6toud <*e relative vatne
had tLughc hat vou h ^ L T ;  fI6” 0"’ i °Ugh " 0t the moral necessity of it. [
~  - • ^ s n s s s ^ a s a i L  a r r“ ivc wl8.,om enough not to give » a , to wo.Bt e a lo u  ' 1, t  “

tu u,,<* tl|W you have used mass awakening for your own i„J»Cf me, tu 
J V and even indulging in your worst animal appetite. " ’ or plunder,

v„i, i,nl>letbcr y".u cal1 y"ureidf a Hindu, Mahomedan, Pars!, Chrtw:.-, T
friends Voultu 'U y ifa'lKl1 t0 Cun9id<'r eTen your rtl,g‘ona interests. Some o/m y 
that I had „ , ,1 k, ow’ aU0USl! me of ignorance of human nature, but I know 
was able b ddhou,ly 1,1 controlling oven Indian hooligans in South Africa. 1  

where I hkdbnn ,“Se ,lad 6uuceed<‘d approaching them through co-workers 
^  ^  In your case, I see, wS have faded
call Of relionm o b' lle,e ynu to be ‘neapable of responding to the nobl ’* B on and country. See what yen have done. Hindu and Miintalmar, 
boo Igaus have VI lated the sanctity of Pars, Temples and they TavP c.nos H 
then own to a s.milar risk from the wrath „f I'arsi hooligan!* Reran! P d 
Pads have chosen to partake in the welcome to the Prince tteH.n,! 
Mussahnan hooligans have rudely, roughly, and insolently removed fo r jf*  d“„d,‘ 
vvo*u by aomu Parsts and Christians, forgetting that not *ill HinHn" ni -n 
Mussalmans, nor by anj means even a majority of them >,0 H , d , ,
carded the use of foreign cloth Pars! ami Chr“ tian h’ u religiously d,r 
interfering with Uindn and Musaalman 8 * ^ 2 5 ^ , *
mo\ ing in a vicious circle and the country suffers I neit' 
hut to warn yuu, and to confess that we have orievouslVnreW**00 b 
duln8 penance in one way, other workers a m d o Z  L n v? y° ” - 1 am
Messrs. Azad Sobhaui. Jayakar, Jamnadas Mehta, SatbV vi!! m “1“ ° ‘ h*r " ay others ),»».. i, Moaiam All and many
ebulhtiou s o ! ! ,  !  ■ T  t br',ngm8 “ «“»<* control this unfortunm.
» l  “ ' a u d ^ . I )nr „ a o“ / tarlw J guue ib y » «  midst to reason 
Will von n r ° 3PI a‘ ‘ V  Our work in your midst has only just begun 
Hindus an MS C, U8 3 C, m ,by &,t0,l',1Uk the mad process of retaliation : 
“ b n Z u s  T h 7 f ,mT  !hr  b e ‘' t am‘-d *° ‘ “kc t, prisals against I’ars.s oronristians The latter most know it to be suicidal to hat’ i - acainsi Hu >r n,„! 
au“ r a , feT0! ' ,y by htutestrengih. Tl„ result is ttey
item ?a !„  r ‘  oU (d“ ,er,m,ent' I f  fpl1 ,",'u,r freedom. Surely, the best c. urse for 
m!ns mn.t a nntluDa,,ty and bpl,eve ‘ hat reasoning Hindus and Muski!- 
wav tte n! , ,nd K P'01*®* thc of minorities before their own. Any
- mi ’ tte a .„ e'“ ,before Bombay “  t0 ensure e absolute protection of c,ir. mi,", 
v-k. h,,oiman!nf I’ n !*f COn7 01 0VCr ' he Towd3' element, and f shall trust that 
workers I v H ,  , ? b,y' Wl11 now restrain your hand and give a chance to the 

M. K, GandhiU~ “°UB 0< 6etviD  ̂you’ Mfty Qud helP .vo" ’ 1 an. your friend —
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In striking contrast to the mad mob-outrage of Bombay was the 
perfectly peaceful, though more extensive and significant, hartal of 
Calcutta. On the previous day the Congress and Khilafat. organisa
tions issued manifestoes conveying to the people Gandhi a request 
to observe a national cessation of work as a silent and peaceful 
protest of the Prince’s visit. One such plaoard is shown below :

R E M E M B E R  T H E  L E A D E R S  IN  J A I L  |

| Boycott Bureaucratic Welcome $
.* His Royal Highness the Prince of W ales lands in Bombay i- 
J- on the 17th instant to see, so we have been told, the & 

country and to learn things for himself. ^
'Jhe loyal duly of every patriot is to help the Prince to learn the fj 

7; true slate of things and this duty he will lest discharge by thorough- ‘U 
ly boycotting the bureaucratic welcome that is being arranged for jjj 

; the Prince, y
WELL THEN, $

’•j Are you a loyal patriot l Do not then mislead the Prince and thus It
jjj do him as well a3 the country a grievous wrong. ^

Do y°u want to get the Khilafat wrong to be redressed i Let the \i 
Vj r'ruico learn t by your action that there can be no gala days lor you u  
^  now, nor any guebts whom you can pleasantly and duly honour. v

Ib Swaraj your goal ? Then do not slavishly hide your desire by G* 
showing any readiuc6s to acquiesce in a welcome solely organised by a ^  

A foreign bureaucracy. Listen to what Mahatma Gandhi says.—  ^

^ 1* Organise complete boycott of all functions held in the Prince’s V 
J honour. y

Refuse to illuminate or to send your children to see organised 
® illuminations. \t

i  o Religiously refrain from attending charities, fetes or fire-woiks j  
si organised for the purpose. \j
b  4. Publish leaflets by the million and distribute. ^
y  5. See that your city wears the appearance of a deserted city on T, 
^  the day the Prince visits it. A

( i f 2 f f | ) f '  THE PRINCE IN  IN D IA  [ c A lw r m
• V  C 2 ?  / • /  C a l c u t t a  o n  17t h .  N o v e m b e r  a n d  A f t e r  , “  .



^ v f 921J l n *  CALCUTTA HARTAL C (\ t '
11 i ^fcoraifigly oil the 17th Novembei Calcutta looked like a dW tled  

Indian shops, bazars, markets, including the great Kuailesal 
quarters, wero closed. There was no tram, nor any sort, of vehicular 
traffic in the streets. All drivers without exception, including the 
drivers of private carriages, struck work for the day. All mills 
were closed and the mill-hands occupied themselves with singing 
bhajans (religious songs) and taking ablutions in the river. The 
European business offices bad to stop work owing to the absence of 
the Indian staff. The Courts and Government offices had similarly 
to close down. The High Court had to close down as lawyers cou'd 
not come, and seme of the judges even had to come walking all 
the way from their residence as their drivers would not work. It 
was “ Gandhiji’s hukum,” in every case. It was remarkable how 
the Goliath of Western civilisation, the London of the far East, 
Calcutta the second city of the Empire, could come to a sudden stor 
led by the finger of one man thousands of miles away.

The Railway stations and their goods-sheds were deserted__no
coolies, no porters, no carriages or carts. To meot very needy cases 
there were a few national volunteers with cars labelled “ on national 
service”  serving invalids, women and children who came by the 
trains. Doctors took permits from the Congress office to run 
their cars to attend to emergent cases. In the streets police
men and volunteers worked independently to regulate the 
traffic of which there was little. Tho guardians of the law 
had practically no work to do while tho volunteers managed 
to disperse the small crowds of street urchins that gathered here an 1 
there by requesting them with folded hands not to make any gdma\. 
In the night the greater part of the town was in darkness as no 
lights were lighted. The municipal hands, the sweepers, scavengers, 
gas lighters all struck work. In the European quarter European 
residents themselves lighted somo of the lamps in the important 
thoroughfares. Some armoured cars wero found patrolling the 
streets. But so great was the success of this non-violent hart. 1 
coup that not a single case of riot, street braw I, or even ordinary 
crimo was reported. The hartal worked with clock wise precision. 
Everywhere there was the same absence of excitemont of any sort ; 
the whole Indian population to a man simply refrained from doii g 
any work. The sight gladdened the heart of every Indian, that 
at least tor one single day they could do just as they liked— that 
they could regulate tboir own house to their own order. It was 
remarkable hew the riff raffs and the hooligans of Calcutta, who in 
normal times are beyond the control of the police, wore kept 
perfectly quiet by the presence of the Khilafat volunteers usit g not 
iorce but moral persuasion only.

■ 6% \
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(= { JSLAT * / llofc alone in Calcutta— all over Bengal, and in V W Ie  
\ ■ %r*™^t0''’ ris °* India, thero was hartal, at some placos partiU<Jk-^ 

V:\Wtv,^;'rotal, and everywhere peace reigned, perhaps more hearty 
tnarr ordinary.

Luc the non co-operator’s success was the foreigner’s gall. To 
Europeans generally,  ̂ and to their Indian protege, the hartal was 
symoolic of a down-right insult to the Prince and to the mighty 
prestige of the British Raj. Refusal to work was unpardonable 
breach of peace. Moral persuasion was gross intimidation and 
criminal interference with people’s loyalty. At once a howl of pro
test wa3 raised by the Anglo-Indian and European Communities, 
the great European Merchant Houses, the European officials, traders, 
planters and their Indian henchmen. An alarm was raised of 
Calcutta being given up to goonda raj (rule of the ruffians), of life 
and property being left to the mercy of the Indian mob. Instead 
a mob rising, as at Bombay, was apprehended, and panic reigned 
in European circles. The combined wrath of these people fell upon 
the Congress, though, as a matter of fact, it was the people in the 
mass who voluntarily went into hartal and the Congress volunteers 
unly functioned to see that there was no trouble out of the affair. 
ih3 Anglo-Indian newspapers poured forth their venom of abuse 
against the non-co operators in flaring head lines. Their columns 
T.'.u-'i ' 6 >vl' lb arrogant outbursts from panicky Europeans and 
I i j 8 f ne’ aild an exhibition of racial hatred was made 6uoh as 
A 8inoe the day9 of Genl- Dyer’ The European

' • , 1 t'lcutta demanded of the Governor "immediate action
meniiinp ' t W  i'1 10 ,Were bringirg Government into disrepute’ ’—  
all',,:.".. .] , ' , y' ? courso, the hartalists and non co operators, 
“ n o f  onlv the , ' naCti vity of th0 Government had resulted in 
tempt for authority'” ' , cla.8ses bufc also ,lho ma886s Raining a con- 
repression. The Bontral Ph ^  ’r Arg‘ ng 3 V’S° r0U8 P°,icy of
ful European financiaf ntercsT •„ I n d T ' T ' l ^  ^Government alleging India— 81 odarly wrote to the

• evt. ii 'r/u  As 'AA!*',. ',b,br0Ugllt abnut fay tlle Wholesale intimidation of 
of these clas'A to r r a'ty; T1̂  es.su no general wish on the part
die.-, iiiem t i tl, (.p ti,; , rcmiFrs°dn i In ,fact' maDy urK<,a thelr ''inplayers to

attend to their duties i d Dg th" hftvinus night, so that they could
being V ng, 'npafis. ">■* streets, am! to risk
tenor's j them bv ■ ( ’ ganisiitton which ia now in control of the o' ty 
MMirini ' inn, thaf^tl [ ir’hnn.” 18 '"I'',®’ and threatening them with violence, or 
a 1 lit< ) bv the emicsarie. !,7,kS" ' .wrc.ckcJ in their abr, rice. They were 
re:i-ed to ru!e India anH ti that the British Government bad
assurances cMrV ennvii i  ' Kbllafar au,tu’ri(y >« now supreme. These 
hunblcet wnrh'r that fi tbem. _fi>r it ia a fact, us is patent to Ihs

1 1 " P'Jbocman who is paid to protect him stands help

( f f ~ A X G L O - W M A X  O U T B I W s i  I c a / S ^ a



111 b' GOt>T- PROCLAMATION ' n ^ 9
17 ( 7^1Jw^ e lie is being molested by the so-called volunteer. If I  of
\V\ tSjEpWem of terrorism are wanted they can easily be supplied. It (ivtllll iU 

industrial workers, domestic servants and other manual labourers, 
\  Jmtetp^lerks, thousands ot whom were accosted and threatened. And in parts 

? eJ e? traffic regulation was undertaken, while the police looked on, by
volunteers” clad m Klulafat uniform. F J

” lhe success of tbeir exertions must of necessity encourage the leaders of
r : ; : r : , n° ri ° “ hie, ,beir tffi,ns- wbat p ° » ^ ° “o ^ w % e

r[ T ° J t ,, 1 there seems no reason to doubt that this is merely a
itiaTAr to h! bnPrePT f  °ryv t0 Pruclamat>on and organisation of a complete
ot Watcs w i l l " ' C S "'hiCh HiS Bo>al H ' ^ ts the Prince

“,Tba ®rganis“tion which has taken upon itself to exercise control over the 
nrnhihit It ri,. token up, and the vveoriug of its uniform and badges should be 
exhibitions P°,'C“ ehoU,d be {“Her powers to deal with provocative 
Placadnn 'a*,leace’ 6nch. aa tbe <>* Kh.lafat banners, and theplacarding „f motor cats with the words • On National service ” Notoriouslv 
bad characters and agitators from up-country, should be deported 'from Calcutta'
P n„ '■ Pahhc meetings at. which resolution urging hartals nr a boycott of the 

r UCb 6 visit are passed should be proclaimed and prohibited ”

And the Government response came quickly too. At Gov t 
House anxious consultations were held, and a high official demanded 
full discretion and freedom of action and this was given. Immedi
ately armoured cars rolled out of the fort and patrolled the stroets. 
On November 19th. the Government of Bengal issued the follown • 
communique declaring the Congress and Khilafat volunteer organisa
tions unlawful :— 6

The Govt. Proclamation
“ lor some time past the enrolment of so-called volunteers In be. n a

m e n ^ p ^ a r i r m  1° ^  pI0“ ',T t in PoKtSuSttera. V c bra n api-ar at hr»t to have been honorary workers, often of the stud ut class
who helped ou specific occa-ions, such as, receptions ° . e „  ut' C , '
the movement has taken on a differe i asuec  ̂\  f  * 1°’ Mo*
Kuilatat and Congress Committees numerousVrsons h* t>be.aUSp,0“  0 ! “.,u 
enrolled tu definite organisations under specific  ̂ leaders !t Q rt'Eularl* 
perform the tasks allotted to them by those i l l  s to emerge and
Th.se met: are drawn often from\he lower0u £ , 1% -  assocatu rv
for their day’s work. classes and arc believed to be fin d

“ Through the agency of these “ volunteers” .. ,
been subject for some l,me past to a Pera 7tem. ca™n“  , 'U  env!r“n6 
molestation. Whether it be the observance of a •* hartal ^  nL°r .1I‘tl“ ldtit'0D. aad 
shops, the discouragement of the sale of liquor, a trial which ha excited polftv d 
interest, or interference with attendance at schools and co U e ge .^tw tln n U  .V 
n obedience to the orders of those in command of them, have been in r n v  ■ 

threatening and interfering with the citizens of the town in the pursuit of t
‘h l l s T i T '  ,A detf " ,ined attemPf *8 being further made to undermine the loyal J of the police and to terrorise them in the discharge of their duty

m various d " ir'ita a1d ■lf* neighbourhood the same activities havo been manifest u ■varioub uiHtricts of the Presidency.
b v,.e/»ii y û taot '»  Council is of opinion that the movement ha* n<. . u„„

} l,d ttU ! “ ,ts of Permissible agitation, and m the interests of the ndmiuiiWl,.

■ e° % x



TEE P0LTCE R'SlDS [cal/ 3 V a
t tiogjif tneflaw and the maintenance of law and. order, he has accordingljUkueJ 

\ • V tl^fpioAWg notification :— I j
bereas the Governor-in-Council is of opinion that the associatimiya^—* 

\%re6Q^>nown by the names of the Bengal Non-co-operation Volunteer Corps, 
tlm ^Central Muhammadan Voluuteer Corps, the Congress Committee Corps and 
other associations existing in the Presidency of BeDgal and having similar objects 
interfere with the administration of the law and with the maintenance of law 
and order,

*l It is hereby declared by the Governor in Council under Section 1G of the 
Indian Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1908, as amended by the Devolution 
Act, 11120, that all the 6aid associations are unlawful associations within the 
meaning of Part II of the said Indian Criminal Law Amendment Act.”

The Criminal law Amendment Act of 1908 under which the 
Government declared the volunteer organisations unlawful was 
passed to meet anarchist operations which Lord Curzon’s iron rule 
had given birth to, and at this period there was a talk of repealing 
this. To the people now the application of this act to operations 
which were perfectly non-violent appeared to be wantonly repressive. 
For, except in Bombay not a single case of violence was reported 
from Calcutta or elsewhere, while, on the other hand, the nationalist 
papers were daily reporting cases of oppression on non-resisting 
Khaddar-clad or Gandhi-capped non-co-operators. No doubt non- 
co-operation attended by violence, as at Bombay, was welcome to 
those who opposed it ; non-cooperation without violence, peaceful, 
hearty, .just as the Mahatma wished to have, was an awful con
tingency. As said the “ Capital” of Calcutta : ‘Of the two (Calcutta 
and Bombay hartals) the (Calcutta) was the more humiliating to 
the decent citizen’— for the ‘decent citizen’ had nothing at all to 
do, and could not by any means kick up a row. And the “ Catholic 
Herald of India” said :—

“ Though tin? incidents that have turned Bombay into a bear garden and 
an eastern Belfast a:e regr. ttab'.c in view of the visit of our amiable Prince, 
tii- y are, from tin* Govrmmeut’s poiut of view, a perfect God-send. When the 
crowds addr« s8(it by Mr. Gandhi broke loose and waxed mad, burnt tram cars, 
clubbed Europeans, I'arsis and policemen, the paudemomum broke the tubtlo 
and intellect a d spill of non-co-operation nd reduced it to tbe vulgar level of a 
rarashackh revolution Brains were required to circumvent the elusive sout- 
force of a spiritual revolution which no law could roach ; now any man with a 
gun in h>8 hand car. settle it. It may still be a difficult task and a tough 
conflict, but with this difference that whereas an Englishman respects and fears 
biaius, lie is not afraid of physical force and of blood. Every Englishman now 
breathes freely. J b

” f* ’8 a Piry from a bookish point of view, and students of politics, who 
.;'id watched the movement as a novilty in the history of nations, may perhaps 
1 ■ disappointed. But it is a relief for the man in the street. Now he can close 
his books and tucking up his sleeves, say, Come on 1”

The Police Raids
And Government could not stop at that alone. At midnight 

on the 18th the police surrounded the Khilafat and the Congress



7HE POLICE RAIDS I W W
ofrV'K5 -'ll'/) carried °n a systematic raid. The reason of t?nelBil|.

Xyt^B^rijtVclt is not quite clear bat the way in which it was eWmlw--  ̂
fntt-sjitnved that the object was to break down the respective 
organisations. As one nationalist paper of Calcutta in writing on 
this matter said :—

“ There was only one Cungrtss officer in the offiep. He was surrounded by 
fnnr police officers. They demanded the keys of almirahs and boxes, but when 
they were told that the keys were with the Secretary, they broke open the 
almirah and boxes. The police officers were asked to wait for some minutes 
so that the keys might be brought to the office from the Secretary. But they 
diil not listen but jumped upon the boxes and beddings. They broke open all 
the boxes and aimirahs and took the contents with them. They threw away 
khadder shirts and coats and danced upon beds with their boots on to tear the 
khadi bed-sheet into pieces. They tore into pieces all national flags and some 
placards,*’

On the whole of the next 24 hours police raids went on vigo
rously on all the Khilafat and Congress offices, in all some ten. 
Harrowing accounts of the raids were published in the nationalist 
papers. No arrests were then mudo but all papers, documents 
account books, etc. were taken away obviously with the intention 
of paralysing tho movoment. On the 20th the Commissioner of 
Police by proclamation suppressed all public assemblies and pro
cessions for three months within the limits of the town and the 
suburbs of Calcutta and similar prohibitions were made in some of 
the mofnssil towns.

Commenting on these matters a prominent Indian paper wrote • 
‘ ‘ Here is grand preparation to regale the Prince with a sight he has 
never seen anywhere in the British Empire and will not find any
where else in the whole world. By the time he will reach Calcutta, 
he will see India, already soundly thrashed, bound hand and foot’ 
and gagged. The thrashing had begun as soon as the announce
ment of the Prince’s visit was made. In Bengal it was begun at 
Chandpur, Chittagong comes next. The reader knows how tho 
Gurkhas there were let loose upon innocent people. In quick sue 
cession came Howrah where there was indiscriminate firing, tho 
responsibility of which has been denied by evory officer.
Thus Bengal has been made perfectly fit to bo seen in her true 
condition by the Prince. His Royal Highness will be able to tell 
his father that he saw Bengal gagged, securely bound hand and foot 
and bearing on her person marks of caresses. The first process in 
the operation, namely, beating has been done all over India. But 
can anybody tell us why of all provinces Bengal has got the subst 
queut processes— binding and gagging—gone through so much in 
ahead of the Prince’s visit to Calcutta I Is it because Calcutta ami 
rural Bengal have observed the most complete and at tho same tune



5 na,'PR 1 Volunteers are not suppressed and public irfbWrLs
ai^ttbt eVen now prohibited in Bombay. The Anglo-Indian W p * s ^  

X^BCgSXnomaly and are from day to day writing in blazing lines : 
P  is now time for the Viceroy to Act.”  “ Save the face of the 

Government of Bengal, oh my Lord Reading, by instructing all other 
provincial Governments to follow its load’ ’—goes the prayer from 
anglo-India. We say ‘amen\ The Prince should not see the true 
condition of India in one province only.”  This was typical of 
Indian sentiment.

Lord Ronaldshay on the Situation
Next day, 21st Nov. 1921, the Governor, Lord Ronaldshay 

attended the Bengal  ̂ Council and made a lengthy speech calling 
upon^the members to join the authorities in suppressing ‘ lawles°- 
ness There are limits”  he said, “ beyond which no Government 
nat has regard to the interests of the law-abiding citizens over 

whom it holds sway, can permit license to go. We are of opinion 
that those limits have been reached and that the instigations to the 
people to overthrow the existing order have become a menace to 
. maintenance of peace. It, ha9, therefore, become nocessary to 
impose some restrictions upon the freedom of holding meetings and 
processions in this city.
* ‘ a full knowledge of the danger with which society is
aced aud vvith a full Bense of my responsibility as head of the 
r 1 - '  Pn ' Be,|gal, I make this appeal to tho members of

1 i • 7 -  a,ld through them to all who desire to see Bengal
roarcning in orderly progress to that gaol which is already in sight,
V  iHnal ,ll0ms°l'’es whole heartedly on the side of liberty for t.lio

wi h Gov n me 7- a" d ° rfier tor a11’ a" d join hands cordially wtth .Government , n fighting lawlessness and sedition.
9idc Of d.e'Te’, iS °ome when nien have KQt t0 com0 down on one
K . Tl“ * wh° " 7 r !* • - id* •'
a n a r c h y .  T h e  G o v e r n m e n t  ^  7 ' °  i n  ' ™ V 0 lu ' ,0 n  m o a , l s
r f  all  t h e  n n w s r  i , ■ n t  0 B e n g a l  w i l l  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  m a k e  u s e
to the v e a l h i t '  ̂ P ^ e s  to quell disorder and to secure 
t ion« And if ,> fi  ̂ 0'proceed peacefully about their lawful avoca-
possesses i t  find8 tbat poweraover and above those which it
not hesitate rr 7 l 7  7 t , t0 ?,na*de ifc 10 achieve this purpose, it, will 

F lc'Jr ^om. And the Council meekly acquiesced, 
Non-co-operation Counterblast

Congr«aeBav 7 m tt7 bl7 fc f°  7® ?rder d ,°Iiri"g Khilafat. and 
thousands of P l 7. ^ or|?8 a manifesto was issued, signed by
down W  th r  nat’°nal>sts, taking up the gauntlet thrown 
o f T r o 7  th0vG? veriime"t  Bengal, and announcing tho formation
ot a Congress \olunteer organisation. It runs as follows

SUPPRESSION OF CONGRESS [c. / 7 W a



^ ' ^ W T i ' 921  ̂ N O N -C O -O P E R A T IO N  C U U M 'E B B L A S  'jf A  r
r \  r Q l i W ' ^ f r L 01^ 1’*® PIocIamation “ sued by the Government of b \ M  lith
\ ^ K i u  L  t“ S r ^ ’ U h“  be°°me 0UI dU‘y *° mate

■strJh 7 ~ S ; . - 2 S : i S £ ; t ^ " » ;

the very principle „f Non-co-operation, to see t h 7  n J v  t0
from every form of intimidation or violence.” * Volunteers refrain

l o  this along list of names was appended And oft i
gaging order of the 20th suppressing all public meetiW w ^ i  tbe
Congress and Khilafat workers, on ‘  eco™ “ g T r T V C
surprise, rose .„  revolt an^ circulated notices announcing m eet;./
at College Square, Halliday Park and ether places in The efr ■ 3 
defiance of the order of tbe Commissioner of Police In S , 11'

sTy • - mamffl8t° subseque,ltly issued by ^ 0  N-C O leaders t v j
"do far as the challenge to the Congress was concerned fvi k 

dee anng volunteer organizations unlawful) we have met 1 J  ' b? he0t(lfr 
challenge: we have enlisted ourselves as volunteers &nA ““^.accepted that
members to  do so. To have done this much us it involved on lv  th “  Con,!r," J
of Individual Congress tnemb -is for suffering and iuitirhnnm » the Preparedness 
in the fact of such preparedness, we wcie ready to take and ha* % °ind bcl,c-.v:"-' 

'But the challenge to the right of holding public m ‘ a,e t?ken toJ  ri-! •
*at<«  o^er of the Police Commissioner is a ciift r̂enf ng8 :nvolved ;:-

The proper way of meeting th • ohallen™ “  “ * «  ,arg-.r
meeting in open defiance of the Police Commissioner’s ^  *“  to hold ;i Pllb''c 
of a public meeting in spite of the best o T S e L T * ' ’ Bn‘ lba !,olli" 
People and organizers would, at' the nresent time .ntl Iltl,,D8 the part of • 

“ H f .-o n V e ia lly in ,f o W oi t h ^ p o U e n o u T ^ i^ ^ 'y  <*>*<>
'as been created by the rapid outpourings of the , . S S ? "  ° , race-ba,ri'! '' -r 
l“ P,te °f the clearly unjustifiable characterof the ^  *0  Irci8'. ThtKfol>-'- 
eh n 0U’ of tbc untru,: assumptions upon which it 1 1 t0 ™m,£6,ouor s non- 
^aUenge to the public to mJU and disregard it w,! ,, ’̂  ’ and “ 8 cl“«  
I'n n ^  o 1’ present, pending next Sunday’s meeting of the Pr°U'- <iQt\on, for l!l"

oVDecembeUn*’9il° Ct £° r Ul° Second m H a R T A ’ " “onT h e^dT h

M eauw hTfh" a e S  7 1  * *  ^  n  th0 Prinoi’,1 Visifc *° Calcutta, 
dom all over India h° B'3ngal Gover" ro8» b bowtenod official

15(a)



ALLINDIA BBPBESS10N ( A
I • I IjjT J S i Repression in Excelsis V!Si |
\ t h e r  provincial Governments were not slow to actk^-1—* 

November 23rd Delhi province was proclaimed under the Sed it 
Meetings Act for six months and the Volunteers’ Associatio'® 
declared unlawful, and similar proclamations were issued, 'IJ’B 
Punjab and U. P. Governments. In the Punjab the dist>nC| 
Lahore, Amritsar and Sheikhupura were declared to be pror- ° ‘ 
areas under the Seditious Meetings Act. Gradually the v 
the Punjab was gagged by the extension of the Seditious ?*
Act. All meetings were prohibited and declared unlawful hbattna 
towns such as Allahabad, Chittagong, etc. On the 26th, Atall the 
similarly treated and the Cr. Law Amend. Act, Part II applied, t. frotn 
house-searches, police raids, and other methods of a strong policbru_> 
were indulged in. At Lahore there was a special occasion for rousA' 
the bureaucratic ire. On 26th November a special meeting of the. 
Municipal Committee was held to proposs a welcome to the Prince. 
Such a proposal had on the 16th August last been discussed and by a 
majority the municipality refused to receive the Prince. On the 
question being again raised a heated debate followed, and on the 
motion being put to the vote, there was a tie of 15 votes for and 
against it. On this the Deputy Commissioner who is the official 
chairman of the Lahore municipality gave his casting vote, and the 
resolution was thus passed This fact was brought to the notice 
of the Private Secretary to the Prince, Lord Cromer, by Mr. K. 
Sanatanam, a municipal commissioner and the Secretary of the Pro
vincial Congress Committee, "so that His Royal Highness might be 
under no delusion as to the real sentiments of the people of Lahore 1”

On November 26th the shrowd Viceroy at last opened his 
mouth. Lord Reading’s position was indeed delicate. His Govt, 
had invited the Princo and it was up to the Govt, of India to see 
tbii’ the Prince was well received by the people at large. Coercion 
at such a time was out of the question. But the affairs of Bombay 
wore thaumaturgic’ . The authorities never thought that thoy I 
could be landed in such difficulties before the Prince. Sir George 
Llyod, however, kept a cool head, and so too the Viceroy, watching 
the game from Delhi. It was the junclcer outburst of the Calcutta 
Anglo-Indians and their favourite Governor, Lord RonaldBbay, that 
precipitated matters. The first spark of repression was let off from 
the Govt. House, Calcutta, and at onoe there was a furious outburst 
demanding the Viceroy to Act. In rapid succession came the thought
less repressive orders from the Govt, of U. P., Punjab and Assam, 
And then the Viceroy could keep silence no longer. In reply to a 
deputation of the Punjab Chamber of Commeroe His Excellency took 
opportunity to refer to the political condition of India and said :—



\* \ Jifei1 v'Sb to take this opportunity of impressing upon you that the wSl^rl- 
U ' ? S 7 /1I/ dio wi'l spare no effort to protect, the peaceful and law-sfeiWk-J 
' ^ ^ ? 5 8S,“ t, violence or coercion or intimidation or other breaches of the law. • 

' S^ihaa^iot dilate upon this subject but there is to-day a natural and legiti
mate desire on the part of the vast majority of the people that the law should be 
respected and observed. I cannot but think that in some quarters there is a 
misconception of the position. The Government of India are very conscious of 
their power and their strength and they have, I verily believe, thesuDDort of ? 1 
lasv-abiding citizens of India. It cannot fairly be said thal we haveXsedibis 
power Indeed, »e are sometimes criticised for not baviDg sufficiently exerted 
t, and I readily admit that we have sought to avoid action which might either

misconceived or misrepresented as too severe or as provocative. But recent
its have made it imperative that the full strength of the Government should, 

cessary, be exerted for the purpose of vindicating the law and preserving 
In some quarters, I shall not designate them-they are too well k n ^w n - 

■dation, and consequently coercion, which is only another form of violence 
of course, unlawful, were practised, and it must ho „ u  violence

-ct. This conduct, cannot be permitted and must , with consider,
ions will be adopted and all necessary steps taken to protectPthe n FroPef 
-\give him that security to which ho is entitled and to bling the ^ r n n ” 

stice The peaceful citizen wishes to carry on his ow/bnslnoThfs' 
mits, his own avocations without improper interference or molestation 

rs with whom he may not be in agreement. We have no desire to inter- 
■ ith the lawful activities of political parties, however opposed to us but 

-ough that is our view and although we are most anxious, as I have repeatedly 
-id, to redress all legitimate grievances and to remove the grounds of popular 

discontent, yet we cannot allow any political activity to impose its will unon 
tiie country by violence, intimidation, coercion or other unlawful means' I 
have therefore taken this opportunity of telling you what is in this resneet 
the minds of the Government of India, and of assuring you that th» r  „„ i

I *  which I have no doubt you are keen critics, will%,se its eff0® f c ^ e
I that every man may carry on his lawful pursuits in Lis own wav and nr l i'

win betaken J0Umay tha‘ aU neoessary steps fo r 'this purpose

The Jamiat-ul-Ulema Conference.
Meanwhile tho activities of the Congress and related bodies 

were not confined to the volunteer organisations alone. On Nov 
19th an important meeting of tho Jam iatu l Ulema (Conference of 
Moslem Divines) was held at Lahore, presided over hy Moulana Abul 
walum Azad, at which the position of Moslems under tho political 
conditions of the country was discussed.

Resolutions were passed, confirming the resolutions passed hy 
the .Executive Committee of tho Jamiat-ul-Uh nia at its meeting hold 
at Delhi on the 21st September last, declaring that the resolution 
Passed at the Karachi Conference held on the 8th, 9th, 10th July, 
which had been the causo of the arrest, and incarceration of Maulana 
ant] !n0<1 Al1' ^haukat a!’d ot,’ ore> was part of the decidod 
1 Soft10" coturDandtnents of Islam, which were in force since tho last 
nnr yer' rs and so often declared in India, and Mussalmans cnuld 

or cease to declare it. The Jamiat-ul Ulema iuv.ited Mussalmans

[ / t ub  iM bMa  co n fer en ce  ( m
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r. \ their duties at this critical juncture and make thCT^fclst
V-i cnort« to declare and announce this Commandment of God.

«^Resolutions were also passed, protesting against the proscription 
oi the I'atma of the Ulemas by the Government of Delhi and other 
Governments and declaring it sinful and haram for Mussulmans to 
serve in Police and Army under the present Government and asking 
every Mussalman to boldly requests oldiers and Muslim policemen to 
immediately leave service under the Government. The Ulemas 
asked the assembled Mussulmans to serve their ‘Allah’ and the Prophet- 
and to protect the Holy Quran and help the Turks in their strugg' 
against non-Muslims. They ware asked to boldly repeat the Ulem 
Fatwa, from every platform and to request every policemen ; 
oldier they met to leave Government servico even at the risk 

being imprisoned,
The All-India Congress Committee

The Working Committee of the Congress met at Me'
Gandhi’s residence at Bombay on 22nd and 23rd Nov. and 
prominent provincial leaders were consequently drawn away 
their provinces to Bombay. Messrs. C. R. Das, Motilal Ne 
Moulana A. Kalam Azad, Lajpat Rai, Ajmal Khan, Dr. Ansar 
Umar Sobhani. N. C. Kelkar and many others were collected round 
the Mahatma. Resolutions were passed deploring the riots at 
Bombay and enjoining upon all Congress workers the strictost obser
vance oi non-violence. The most important resolution was on the 
volunteer organisation as follows :—

‘ ‘This Committee considers it of national importance that all N-C-0 Volun- 
t.-er ( orps, 1,.'l.afnt Volunteer Corps and other non-official volunteer bodies 
' Ii"u j  _Ji: . j  under control and named the ‘National Volunteer Corps’ and,
therefore, advisee Provincial CongresB Committees to appoint Central Boards in 
'*, ! rovuiccs for controlling and bringing nnder an uniform discipline all the 

* ‘f ?  T° I11' corP‘  and commends to their attention the following draft 
7o„'tn ni,^8nUC 10.?’ an * ûrlilcr requests the Central Khilafat Committee and 

1 “ ’ oraral tr) PIl-s the necessary resolution to give effect to them.
“ The d- ft general instructions are

Every volunteer should sign tho following pledge in triplicate, one copy shall 
be given to the volunteer, one sent to the Central Office in every Province, and 
, 1 . * l1. f  ,JG ^ lstrict which the volunteer is enlisted. The pledge BbalJ be
\\\. en nit:utilanguage of the Province in which the volunteer is resident, as , 
a . in nindnsthani, in Urdu and Devanagri scripts. So far as possible for the 
uniform of volunteers, an imitation of military uniform shall be avoided. Volun-
h. -ij. M.'ill not carry any sword with them, but may carry an ordinary walking 
s ick, n >t longer than four f«et. The lowest, unit sbnll consist of not more than 
r or lobs than 20 people, of which one 6hall be a leader elected by the members 
r,*_a particular unit. Twenty such leaders shall elect from among themselves an 
om- ir All other officers shall bo appointed by the Central Provincial Office, ; 
which sha.l consist of a board of five who will elect their own Chairman, All 
subordinate officers shall implicitly obey the instructions Issued from time to 
time by the Board.
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Is L Katies of volunteers shall bo to preserve order, regulate A a ^ i l s
V *  v fp i*  yt’rocessions, and to render social service in emergencies in ttRiyjrril i l a  l  
X ^ ^ E i-t^ /n stro o t io n s  given to them. No volunteer shall be enlisted who is 

a bad character. The Central Board shall be under the control 
h apPointCli b.y> Provincial Congress Committees. The Khilafat volunteers 

snould a‘so form part of the national volunteers and be subject to the control of 
the Central Provincial Board. No one under eighteen shall be enlisted as 
a volunteer.

‘ 'P l e d g e :— So long as I remain in any voluntary organisation, I shall 
aitbfully and diligently carry out ail instructions received from my superiors.

1 shall observe the pledge of non-violence in word and in deed and shall inculcate 
le spirit of non-violence amongst others. I shall regard the pledge as binding 

upon me so long as the policy of non-violence is continued by the Nation. I 
shall run ail risks attendant upon the performance of my duty.”

From Bombay tbe Congress leaders then came back to their res
pective provinces. Meanwhile, aftor the Viceroy had spoken, the 
whole machinery of government, from Governors to the last petty 
village-omoers, was at once sot in motion to crush the new national 
spirit. Anglo-Indians, Europeans and the denationalised Moderate- 
of Calcutta were ̂  drafted into a ‘ Civil Guard,”  like the famous 
“  Prussian Guard,”  of history, to act as an auxiliary to the military
police. The w a y  the ‘ ‘ Civil G u a r d s , ”  were t r a i n e d  and recruited
brought back to people’s mind tbe exploits of the “  Red and Tans ” 
in Ireland, but it was infinitely better to have the rowdies of these 
communities under the ablo command of Sir Frank Carter com
mander of the Civil Guards, than to keep them loose as at Bombay 
on the days following tho 17th November. It is impossible hero "to 
narrate in detail the harrowing tale of repression that raged for the 
next month or s o ; enough has been given in the chronology (see 
PP. 37-48) to give the reader somo idea. Airosts and gagging orders, 
not to say of (he thousand and on,' devious methods of torture and 
tyranny exercised by the underlings of government, went on apaco, 
and people saw everywhere tho red-eye of tho angry and aimed 
government on one side and, on the other, tho cool determination of 
fne disarmed kbaddar clad volunteers ready unto death to preaoh 

Otadder and hartal on tbe .-Itn. As wrote the poet Tagore 
nbout this time :—

1 Tower has to ho made secure not only against power, but also against
weakness ; for there li s the peril of its K in g  balance. The weak are as great 
a danger for the strong as quicksands for an elephant. They do not assist 
progress, because they do not resist, they only drag down. The people who crow 
“■ccustomed to wild absolute power over others are not to forget ' l a! by doin'’

| they generate an unseen force which somo day rends r .at power into pieces. 
In!': dumb fury of tbe down trodden findB its lawful support from the universal 
to nioro> balance. The air which is so thin and unsubstantial gives birth 
ove»°ttl’ "’ . tliat IJOlhiuE can resist. This has been proved in history over ami 

I and stormy forces arising from the revolt of insulted Immunity ate
v Bat. >r,ng in tits air at tiro present time. Yet the psychology of the



MR' c‘ 11' Das’s Message [c-i/ S ixa
( I 1 st.rJ l l l  stljt|)ptnly refuses the lesson and despises to take count of the te*gyi*ss 

\ 0 f ®  \yeak. This is latent ignorance that like an unsuspected worm jumfiJ'a j 
Nyn^BS^E^'bnlk of the prposerous. Have we never read of the castle of Power,J 

x^JauMfe.-buttressed on all sides, in a moment dissolving in air at the explosion 
caused by the weak and outraged beseigers ? Politicians calculate upon the 
number of mailed hands that are kept on the sword-hilt; they do not possess 
that third eye to see the great invisible hand that clasps in silence the hand of 
the helpless and awaits its time. The strong form their league by a combination 
of powers, driving the weak to form their own league alouc with their God.”

On December 2nd Mr. Das, on coming back to Calcutta from 
the Bombay meeting, issued the following message :—

My message to the Congress Workers
“ The recent communique of the Government of Bengal, the order of the 

Commissioner of Police, and the various orders under Section H I  issued by. 
Magistrates in different districts of Bengal, make it absolutely clear that the 
Bureaucracy has made up its mind to crush the movement of Non-co-operation. 
The people of Bengal has therefore resolved'to persevere with all their strength 
m their struggle for freedom. My message to them is one of hope and encourage, 
ment. I knew from the beginning that the Bureaucracy would be the first to 
brea.-; the law. It began its illegal career at the very outest by occasional orders 
under Section 144. It continued the unjust and illegal application of the section 
in opposition to this movement. Now that the movement is about to succeed, 
it has adopted forgotten laws and forsaken methods, and Section 144 is being 
indiscriminately used to further the Bame object.

“ IJur duty is clear. The Indian National Congress has declared that Swaraj 
18 °,ur °"1>' doal and Non-co-operation is the only method by which to reach that 
tii -r , u:jtever the bureaucracy does, the Nationalists of Bengal cannot forget 
on thc-n a ’ iTho P®°Plc o£ Bengal are now on their trial. It entirely depends 
! am ,-,|V' i r t£ley wou'd win or lose, I ask my countrymen to be patient, 
fnr^i -  t w , T 1 ,0 Qmlerg° al1 sufferings cheerfully. I call upon them not to

(| . - - d  work which the Indian National Congress has enjoined.
b- cU-a'rlvinn'V'V * ’’ w.ork is done and can only be done by volunteers. Let it 
voluutJer I o C * t',a« e™ y  worker, young or old, man or woman, is a 

iw d a v / t w r  “ volunteer in the service of the Congress. I trust 
Province Our “ "’U1 be a mlU>on volunteers fur the work of the
you not real is ■ that th ,<  !*.cred> our “ ®tU®li is peaceful and non-violent. Do 
to remember thatJ n» "1 °e °£ 0ur C0HUtry *8 Service of God 1 I charge you 
stop God’s worship oornmnniquci of earthly Governments can be allowed to

it n ,i/ b r^ v e i to the {w?!® °f UeUgal to realiae this truth- 1 Pray to Gdrt that ttvut truth.” Bureaucracy to understand, appreciate and recognise this

„ „  My message to my countrymen
non-vi i L  a and Jy last word to you is never to forsake the ideal of

n o n .............  : 1 -•!» «> gn-at that it is oxtr.-mely difficult to remain
depends on *7*  T,w SU' B“ 8 of the however,
withstand such provocation ‘ 'v  “ a, T * *  w" k u I“ ust »‘ «nthen himself to 
persons. For instanc» if then is a *■ t°° ‘*p‘ t tl’ 1 irow t;be blame on other 
provoked to ^
ou coun rymeu. L-:t Ub not forget that we, the non-cooperatoia, claim to bold thu
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j | 1 capHry.) ILet ua realise that to the extent to which we do not succeed I t )  Icn- 
\. \ traifag/fee masses, be they hooligans or not, to that extent Non-co^reiilion/ 

The responsibilities are ours. It does not lie in our mouth^-tV T ay 
XJtlWbe^ibKed people have instigated the masses to break law and order Do you 

notTcalise that the suceesB of our movement depends on this, that no other 
people, wicked or otherwise, should be able to lead the masses or any section of 
of our countrymen towards violence and blood-shed ? If we fail to exercise con
trol over the masses, how can we claim to have success 1 I am not discouraged,
I do not want you to be discouraged. I pray to God that you may have suffi
cient strength to carry on this great battle peacefully and never forsaking the 
ideal of non-violent Non-co-operation in all Its bearing.”

The retribution, however, had soon to como. It came earlier 
at Lahore. On December 1st Mr. Sanatanam wrote to Earl Cromer, 
the Prince’s Secretary, that the people of Lahore had resolved not 
to receive the Princo, forwarding the resolution of the Municipality, 
and exposing the way in which a public reception was being manu
factured in the name of the people. On this a private Committee 
meeting of the Punjab Provincial Congress Committee was declared 
illegal, broken up by tho Police, and all the leaders including Lola 
Lajpat Eai, Dr Gopi Chand, Malik Lai Khan, Mr. Sanatanam and 
othors were arrested and kept in jail. And even religious meetings 
were not excluded, for on November 26th, and previous to that 
several members of the Gurdwara Committee of the Pupjab were 
arrested for holding a religious meeting !

On the 2nd December Sardar Bahadur Mehtab Singh of the 
Sikh Gurdwara Committee along with 9 others were tried and 
sentenced to 6 months’ hard labour and Rs. 1,000 fine under the 
Seditious Meetings Act.

The next day Mr. S. E. Stokes, the American disciple of 
Gandhi, was arrested at Lahore and on 5th sentenced to imprison
ment on a charge of sedition.

Tho following account of the arrest of Mr. Lajpat Rai and 
others is taken from the Tribune of Lahore :—

Lalaji and other members of the Committee wero fully pre
pared. The meeting was a Committee meeting, attendance being 
confined only to members of whom less than 40 were present. 
Col. Gregson and armed polico surrounded the house and standing 

.at. the door, readout the Magistrate’s order declaring tho meeting 
unlawful. Thereupon Lala Lajpat Rai asked those who wanted to 
leavo and go away. None stirred from his seat. Even before the 
commencement of the meeting Lala Lajpat Rai had tried to dissuade 
certain people from attending tho meeting in view of tho fact that 
probably all would be arrested and no responsible man left to carry 
on the work. Those asked to desist included Lala Hand Raj and 
Syed Ata-Ulla Shah (both of Jullunder) and Mr. Abdnr Rashid. 
Lala Hans Raj and Syod Ata-Ulla Shah requested to bo allowed, to
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' • ' M nV t T sa^e °* the honour of their town. Immediat««tBter 
\ M / '̂ci’i ;bf. the District Magistrate, and Col. Gregson tho^Gerffor^ 

Police, entered the room, whilo the committee was sitting, 
lhe District Magistrate said that ho declared the meeting an unlaw
ful assembly and ordered it to disperse. Lala Lajpat Rai, who was j 
jn tha chair, thereupon replied that he considered the meeting 
lawful and as president refused to disperse it. Major Ferrar address- 
ing Pt. Eambhuj Dutt asked who the speaker was. Ho was informed 
by 1 unditji that  ̂ it wa9 Lala Lajpat Rai who spoke, Lala Lajpat 
Rai himselt said, " I  am Lajpat Rai.”  Thereupon Major Ferrar said 
‘I arrest you.” Lalaji gladly surrendered himself. The District 
Magistrate then called out for Mr, Sanatauam and arrested him He 
than asked for Dr. Gopi Chand and arrested him also. The three were 
taken to a motorcar waiting below. -Col. Gregson again went up 
to the room. Meanwhile the proceedings of the meeting were 
going on under the presidentship of Pandit Rambhuj Dutt Cbauduri.
A resolution congratulating the arrested leaders was passod.

The .Senior Superintendent of Polico said that the meeting 
was an unlawful assembly and asked it to disperse. Cbaudhuri 
Rambbuj Dutt protested and said that they would not move unless 
forcibly dispersed. Punditji wanted to explain his position but the 
police official impatiently said that he did not want to argue and 
n u i T ;  u  ? ° llC0 t0 forcib,y disperse the mooting. Pt. Eambhuj 

v ° f v tbo mambor3 that it; should be clearly understood that 
each n n H  v " , USed ln dispersing them. A police officer touched 

the hantK When tho "ambers came down- 
„ ’ *; -  ,Lal Klliin waa arrested. Malik Sahib at the time of his

"u.p, 1̂ was waiting for this very opportunity.”
Dr Gopj6Chand ?ar1C0!,tai” iu1«  J'ala I*Jpat Rai, Mr. Sanatanam and 
and H V f !  Shr \ 0t “ Bflnd°
said “ Good-by friends ’ i Z Z t'1! I n "  ’  m° t0r Car d°Partpd> a tonga.” Several n, j ™ahk La) Khan was at once taken in
sides of the road T h / Z ^ 3 -°f veoP,e were assembled on both 
military U  1. P0 Ioe in lapg« numbers was present and
S S S - .^ E o .rS *  A T 1 pi“ *‘ kK lb» «'»”<!•
•ought by . .m i n  n -L l !  !° b1ebav,our.\ Pormiwion w «  no doubt 
Congress officiole ri-f A la to observe hartal” in the city but tho 

cT 8 8 kssuaded the people from taking that Btep.
dnrini- m'!!- i i °  r.0membered that, immediately after their arrest 
U k r r S  : : U ,l1919 Lala Lai and others were
was repent od ,,0 1 , !  “ ' °  tc the lulogrftPb 0,nco- Tbe same story
Z r a Z  f  \ VT ' " l  0“ aei0n- Lala LaJPat a"d bis
Z  I v  5ku thfi Telegraph Office and kept waiting 
there. Meanwhile the office of tho Provincial Congress Committee

ARREST ° F  L A JP A T  R A I  ( Q m e  I



\°. wgffiyekeirl and soaled for search. Large crowds had assemTWW In 
\ outiide the Telegraph Office. Nobody was allowed^-t?r%tr
NSto-stke representative of the “ Tribune” sought the permission 

of the police official on duty. The official sent in a chit asking if 
a newspaper man could be allowed to go in.

Mr. Keougb the Additional District Magistrate of Lahore 
who was present inside refused permission. The leaders were kept 
inside for about two hours. Lala Lajpat Rai on noticing the crowds 
outside sent a message asking people to disperse and remain perfectly 
peaceful. All the four leaders were produced before Mr. Keougb. 
The charge against them is under Section 145 Cr. P. Code. Bail 
was offered but refused. Dr. Gopi Cband and Malik Lai Khan 
were first taken in a car to the Central Jail. Lala Lajpat Rai and 
Mr. Sanatanam followed in another. The Police demanded a re
mand up to the 10th, but the Magistrate fixed the 7th. Dec 
for hearing.

W h i l e  in  t h e  T e l e g r a p h  O ff ice  L a l a  L a j p a t  R a i  s e n t  a  m e s s a g o  
t h r o u g h  L a l a  R u g b u n a t h  S a b i ,  V a k i l ,  a s k i n g  p e o p l e  t o  m a i n t a i n  
p e a c e  u n d e r  e v e n  t h e  m o s t  p r o v o k i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e ,  s i n c e  n o n - v i o l e n c e  
is t h e  v e r y  e sso n c9  o f  th e  N o n - c o - o p e r a t i o n  m o v e m e n t .  H e  h o p e d  
t h e  p e o p l e  w o u l d  c a r r y  o u t  h i s  w is h e s .

“ A p a r t  f r o m  t h e  P o l i c e ,  o r d i n a r y  a n d  a r m e d ,  t h e r e  w a s  m i l i t a r y  
p o s t e d  a t  K i n g  E d w a r d  S t a t u e ,  a n d  a t  T e l e g r a p h  O f f i c e  t w o  m a c h i n e  
g u n s  w e r e  a lso  s e e n  i n s id e  t h o  T e l e g r a p h  O f f i c e  c o m p o u n d  a lo n g  
w i t h  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  I t  is s t a t e d  t h a t  a l l  t h e  f o u r  l e a d e r s  a n d  M r .  
Smokes h a d  b e e n  p u t  in  t h e  s a m e  co l l .

“ W b o n  t h e  S e n i o r  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  P o l i c e  w e n t  u p  a f t e r  
s e a t i n g  L a l a  L a j p a t  R a i ,  M r .  S a n a t a n a m  a n d  D r .  G o p i  C h a n d  in  
t h o  m o t o r  c a r ,  R a i z a d a  H a n s  R a j  o f  J u l l u u d u r  s a id  t o  h i m ,  “ w e  ar e  
o ld  f r i e n d s ,  w e  h a v e  m e t  a g a i n . ”  C o l o n e l  G r c g s o n  r e p l i e d  “ it  is 
a  sa d  b u s i n e s s ” .

“ Similarly, Lala Gridhari Lai of Amritsar asked Colonel 
Gregson to arrest him. Ihe Colonel said that he could not oblige 
him just then. On coming downstairs the Colonel saw Lala 
Gridhari Lai seated with purlands of flowers in his hand. Asked 
for whom they were meant, Lala Gridhari Lai said, 1  am willing 
to garland you provided you arrest all of us.’

“ T h e  o f f i ce  o f  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  C o n g r e s s  C o m m i t t e e  w a s  s e a r c h e d  
o n  S u n d a y .  A f t e r  a  s e a r c h  o f  s e v e r a l  h o u r s  t h e  p o l i c e  w e n t  a w a y  
w i t h  a n u m b e r  o f  p a p e r s  a n d  r e g i s t e r s . ”

The Punjab arrests made a tremendous sensatiou. But this 
was nothing compared to what happened in Calcutta a few days 
after. On Dec Gth Master Chiraranjan Das, son of Mr. Das, went 
out with a few friends with Khaddt.r on and cried iu the streets 

1G
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■ Gô Jx
ARSE ST OF MRS. DAS [cai^ ta

U bn the 24th.” He was at once arrested by an Eu\geal
aiid was inhumanly beaten. Before the court ho said 

NxV ; .l̂ W0ne we (myself and seven other volunteers) were sitting in the right 
sldVofthe prison van, the sergeants without asking us anything pushed us to 
the left 6ide of the van. Then we got down at Lalbazar, The sergeant caught 
the volunteers by the neck and threw them mercilessly and caught hold of my 
arm and twisted it so much that it fairly came to the point of breaking. We. 
were then taken into the lock up by sergeants (soldiers were engaged as sergeants) 
who seemed to be tipsy and at once began beating of volunteers with their 
hatons. I protested when three soldiers began kicking me from three sides, 
and while they were going away they beat me on tho head. Volunteer Tewary 
has got his knees hurt. Volunteer Sudhir has got a blow and nearly fainted. 
All i he volunteers were more or less hurt by the sergeants. The Indian Police din 
net take part in the assaults.”

The news stunned Calcutta. But more had to coma. Next- 
day Mrs. Das and 2 other ladies of the family came out. The fond 
mother praying for her child could restrain herself no longer. 
Chiraranjan in prison for selling Khaddar and saying hartal on 
24th” ; this was enough for many mothers in Calcutta. Master 
Chiraranjan was no less dear to Bengalis than the Prince to his 
people. So, taking her leave of the family gods, the fond mother 
sallied forth to join her child in gaol ! "It was torture for us , 
she said, “ to stay when our young boys were going to jail” . Mrs. 
Da9, Mrs. Urmila Debi and Miss Suniti Dehi went along the some 
y°ad that Chiraranjan had gone by, selling Khadder and saying : 
"Brothers and sisters, remember, hartal on the 24th” . It was an 
impressive spectacle, reminiscent of the days of yore when Rajput 
ladies of princely families went about the streets bare-footed for the 
cause of the nation. Eventually, as before, a European sergeant 
an iroached the party and arrested them.

The Ladies Arrested” ! It was like wild fire. Calcutta on this 
day was in tumult that beggars description. Thousands rushed 
forth, offering to be arrested. A scene was witnessed in Barabazar, 
where the arrest took place, such as comes but once in the life time 
.in  nation. Marwaris joined, Moslems joined, Bhattias joined, 

Sikhs poured in, Coolies, mill hands, school boys, all rushed to the 
c im. Some wept, some cried, some ran aimlessly— the wild 

multitude watched and watched and then long after melted away 
wi1 h brewing thoughts such as brew only on the eve of a revolution.

The sarao night the ladies were released by the Governor’s order.
And the same night the Moderates undor Sir B. C. Mittcr were 

eating a dinner with the Viceroy.
And Calcutta stood stunned.
The Viceroy was then in Calcutta. It was rumoured that Mr. 

Das was soon to meet, the Viceroy and that a compromise was being 
hatched. In this setting wa3 Mrs. Das, the wife of the President-



y. elfH>~V>f the Congress arrested by the Police for selling khadder^L*.
■ her arrest, Calcutta felt as if her women folk had been all arrrar^n—* 
x'!ilm^jimsion of feeling was undescribable. The Indian papers stopped 

writing editorials. Public life was on the guillotine. As one promi
nent Congress organ, “ the Servant,” wrote :—

“We feet that our only reply to the hourly growing encroachment on our 
commonest rights and liberties ought to be a diguiiied silence. The bureaucracy 
has rightly decided that we must cease to have any self-expression as a nation. 
Perhaps our very existence is unlawful, aud we are merely cumbering the earth 
with our futile weight. If selling Kuaddak is unlawful, preaching boycott 
or non-oo-operation is unlawful, if every association is unlawful, if onr Congress 
Committee meetings are unlawful, if religious assemblies are unlawful, if peace
ful persuasion is unlawful, then logically and consistently all our activities 
should come under such a ban. Hence we do not want further to deceive 
ourselves that we have stiil any right of expression. We seem to be living on 
sufferance. As non-violence is our creed, we think that our loyalty to it can 
be facilitated only by entering the silence of the grave. We have all along been 
writing with a halter round onr neck. The unholy Inquisition which is sittii: 
on our thoughts and sentiments has become simply intolerable. We bare 
therefore decided to suspend all Editorial writings till we again feel that the 
interests of our class demand it.1 ’

The Moderates’ Dinner to Viceroy
At this dinner Sir Bonodo Mitter, who presided, proposed tho 

Viceroy’s health, and in so doing condemned the non-co-operation 
movement, and assured the Viceroy of the support of the Moderates 
in combating lawlessness, but hoped that any measures that might 
be thought necessary would not be allowed to prejudice the steady 
pace towards the goal which has boon set for the country.

The Viceroy, in roply, said that he did not v.: h to say a word 
to exasperate the feelings, but putting himsolf into the place of those 
who desired to spoil the Piince’s reception he could not see what 
purpose it would servo. Ho would have thought thero could have 
been no grander opportunity for s’ - nving that the people were fit for 
that Swaraj which could only come cither from the British Parlia- . 
mentor by the sword. Ibe non-oo operators could havo shown to 
the British people and the Dominions that, while they opposod the 
Government they were loyal to the Crown and were bettor fitted 
for complete Self-Government than might have been thought.

The Viceroy said that he >vould not repeat the observations he 
had already made about the end reoment of law and order. It gave 
no pleasure to any Government to have to arrost citizens. Tho 
Government’s object was the opposito. But they must protect lav 
abiding citizens.

jj rd Reading then referred, ami if applause, ■' the settlement, of 
the Sinn-Fein question, and said that the people might a. kwhat 
lesson was to be learnt. Ireland had attained the present result

THE MODERATEt? DINNER |^ = t f -
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M y  years. India without nny of the act3 which characthtil«Lj 

history of the movement in Ireland, had attained a tremendous 
iJTOirin the grant of the Reforms, which had taken her a long way on 
the road to complete Swaraj which all wanted, and India had, by 
ordinary constitutional means, the opportunity of proving that Indians 
were the people who would soon be ready for the full grant of Self- 
Government. He thought that India held a wonderful position at 
the moment. It had already taken a very great place in the Councils 
of the British Empire, in the War Cabinet and at the Loaguo of 
Nations, and 20 years ago it would not have been thought possible 
to achieve so much as in the years from 1918 to 1921, and he would 
ask whether any steps that could be taken could possibly procure 
for I ndia a greater or higher destiny than that of a partner in the 
Commonwealth of Nations designated the “  British Empire ”  forming 
one with the great Dominions, all honouring the King Emperor, the 
-ink binding them together, symbolising what he believed was at 
the heart of all Indians, the noble ideal of liberty and justice.

Arrest of Mr. Das and Other Leaders

,, day, Dec- 8th, Mrs. Das and party, and a large number of
1 unjabi ladies who had in the meantime joined the volunteer corps, 

0'u ' n (he streets and vent along picketing, Large crowds 
ollowed them and the whole city was throbbing with agitation as to 

", would happen next. Fortunately the police carefully avoided 
tnem ana a very perilous situation was saved from a sudden explo- 
si°“ , ie samo day the Governor, Lord Ronaldahay, saw Mr. C. R. 

is, am ne point* of view of both the Government and the non- 
opera .or3, were set forth and discussed. No means of adjustment 

j f n " ,r diametrically antagonistic views about public rights 
red i T  i™ i at> su!jstance of the conversation was communi- 

r  r -V , ^ r  d8hay ,0 “ >0 Viceroy. The Viceroy and tho
r  a" 11 tJe r)ycott of the Prinoe to be called off, but this 

co'dd not vouchsafe, as the Congress had passed t W  
, nH 11 a,1d only the Congress could withdraw it. As to picket- 

8 hntrer activities which were then blowing in blazes 
i. n ur.0’ ‘ r' Das assured the Governor that they will «• t-omatio 

fni l ° fla3e ■ , V*'1 withdrew its repressive order doclaring tbs volun-
L 0,ga!'.I0aLons unlawful. So long as they wont along porfr, ly 

i;U • i','8.8’ It: was 'b 0 law to declare thorn unlawful ; and
i 1 Uf "aIs < are found t.. br?ak the law, it was open to Govi. to 
1 -Ji m up before a court and punish them with the aid of the 

ordinary law of th, land. But it was useless to argue with Lord 
Ron ds lay, for next to securing a popu’ ir welcome for the Prince the 
Government was bout on brouking tho N-C-O,



iations failing, Mr, Das was arrested on Dec. l O t V f  IThJ 
N^feHr^^following raossage,—

Mr. Das’s Message on Arrest
This is ray last message to you, men and women in India : 

Victory ia in sight, if you are prepared to win it by suffering. It 
is in such agony as that through which we are passing that nations 
arc born. You must bear this agony with fortitude, with courage 
and with perfect self-composure. Remember that so long as you 
follow the path of non-violence, you put the bureaucracy in the 
wrong ; but move by a hair’s breadth from the path which Mahatma 
Gandhi has mapped out for you, and you givo away the battle for 
the bureaucracy. Swaraj is our goal. Swaraj not in compartments 
not in instalments ; but Swaraj whole and entire. Now it ia for 
you, men and women, to say whether we shall attain the goal 
for which we are striving !

To my Moderate friends I say this : Survey the history
of tbo world from the beginning of all time ; has any nation won 
freedom by pursuing the path which you are pursuing ? If the 
appeal should reach any waverer amongst you, I ask him to consider 
whether he will not, stand on the side of India in her conflict with 
the bureaucracy 1 There may be compromise in the matter of 
details, but there can bo no compromise in the essential question 
that divides us from the bureaucracy. And if you do not stand 
for India, you assuredly stand for the bureaucracy.

A ' dt \° 8tade,lt6 T Sfly this : You arc at once the hope and 
the glory of India. True education does not consist in learning to 
add two and two to make four : but it lies in the service which you 
are pr .red to live to the Mother of all. There is work to be done
Call 5” M hef : Wh° am0,,gst you is Prepared to answer the 

Bengal Government’s Communique
The following communique was issued by the Government of 

Bengal explaining why they arrested Mr. Das :__
‘ In a communique which appeared in the Press on Novem

ber 19, it was explained bow the persistent campaign of inti- 
midatio; and molestation on the part of "volunteers” associated 
wiih the Congress an 1 Khilafat movci snts had forced Government 
to issue a notification under -ration 16 of the Indian Criminal Law 
Amendment Act 190S, declaring certain associations to be “ unlawful 
associations.” The immediate effect of this action w >s good, and 
^pen picketing and intimidation ceased fora tiuio. C-.i November 

the Extremist Press published a declaration, to which a large 
number of tiamoj was appended, (and which was republished with
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• ̂ \frCiS2 names in several subsequent issues) constituting a dgmyila j 

challenge) to the action of Government, as the following extract 
abuHtrantly snows :—

(Here follows the manifesto given on p. 282)
In order to bring home to the signatories that their action 

was a defiance of law, a separate notification was issued on Nov.
‘2i specifically declaring the Bengal National Volunteer Corps to bo 
au unlawful association.

"This original challenge was, however, soon followed by other 
developments. On the very same day, November 22, a letter 
appeared in the “ Servant” , signed by six of the leaders, which 
begins :— (Here fot.ows the 3rd para given on p. 233)

On Nov. 27 a meeting was held of the Provincial Congress 
Committee at which the following resolutions were passed—

Whereas, in the opinion of this Committee, the recent orders 
of the Governor-in-Conncii and the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, 
are unjust, arbitrary and intended to paralyse the activities of the 
Bengal Provincial Congress Committee, and thus the movement of 
non-co operation, this Committee appeals to the public to enrol 
themselves as Congress volunteers.”

Resolution l\r resolved that in view of the present extremely 
grave political situation in this province Srijut C. R. Das, President
0 t is Committee, be vested with full p„wer to carry on the work 
in tno Congress on behalf of the Committed in consultation with 
the Bengal Prov. Khilafaf Committee.”

Subsequently the Khilafat Committee passed similar resolu- 
“ L  wS0C1 ntcd a Coramittee of four with Mr. C. It, Das in

1 ublhhed in IV povvers' these sots of resolutions werepublished in the Press on December I.

message” ^mv^'rni i* ]?as ln|blished a statement entitled “ My 
teers for the work of'GiTproirn'em^ ^  ClUled *”  “  milli0a V° 1Un'

press, lignedTvrac ° R 5 nn a d u rti!!6m6^  apI,6arod in the extremist 
“ On n « - u '  D calhtl« on volunteers.

Mr, C P n 1 ere a,1[ eared a» appeal to Calcutta students by 
form ' It' ,, o S’ " “ ,c“  “ as sillca been distributed widely in leaflet
sentence whirl ammator5, ilature may be gauged from the following sentence which contains the gist of the appeal
Congress 1 hr! !  lho“ sand 111 this groat city and the work of the . 
nothing t .  a / ° Tbe Slopl'nd1 Have the students of Calcutta 

b o say, la this the time for studv— art. and literature, 
.wnnee and mathemalieef Oh, the shame of P, when the Moth,!; 
cello and these bavo not the heart to boar. 1



j (  d̂ 1 £ ) ^ ]  A BREST OF MR. C. R. DAS I|  1 * 7

\\V, C£5“ 0:t the same day, to quote the Servant, ‘according ^rafter 
Dashbandhu C. R. Das that the work of the Congress and 

ww-^Xhdafat must be carried on, “ volunteers”  were sent out on 
swadeshi work towards the direction of Barabazar. The first batch 
was led by Deshbandhu’s son, Srijut Chira Ranjan Das. He was 
arrested along with his batch near the junction of College Street and 
Harrison Road. Several batches were sent out one after another. 
Only two of those were arrested.’

“ In accordance with the policy now definitely adopted by the 
leaders challenging Government bv the deliberate defiance of the 
law, in addition to batches of volunteers, mostly of the student 
class, three ladies, including the wife and a sister of Mr. Das were 
sent out on December 7t,h. with the intention of forcing the police 
to arrest them. In the message from them published in the Ex
tremist Press of December 8, they state : We came out fully pre
pared for arrest,”  and, although every effort was made to i . luce 
them to desist, the police were eventually obliged to arrest them. 
They declined to give bail or allow bail to be given for them, and 
the police had no alternative bin to send them to the Presidency 
Jail, whence they aver--, released that same night, by an order from 
Govt. On the follow’Jv' morning they issued a message to the 
students. '>**

“ On this day and December 9 and 10 the leaders pursued 
their policy of sending out large numbers of youths in batches as 
volunteers in order to court arrest, and, although the police refrain
ed from arresting any but the most, prominent of them, the number 
of arrests on those three days has totalled 500, and their action has 
seriously endangered peace and security of the town.

“  It is thus clear that the leaders of the movement have deli
berately challenged the powor of Government to maintain law and 
proserve order, and to that challenge there can bo but one reply. 
These leaders have so far tried to force Government to take action 
against ladies or immature youths, who have been swayed by in
flammatory appeals to their patriotic sentiments. Although it has 
been necessary to arrest and prosecute a considerable number of 
these, Government has no wish or intention to visit on them the 
Offence* of those who have led them astray. Government is advised 
that tho leaders have rendered themselves liable to prosecution under 
the law, and in the condition of things that have been brought about 
by their action Government has no alternative but to nut the law in 
iorce against them. It has, therefore, been decided to arrest and 
prosecute certain of the more prominent amongst those who arc res
ponsible for the present state of alfairs.”

' G° i x



U V <§§^W/ding]y along with Mr. Das. Maul an a Abul K alanrl^Jd  
■ B X. Sasmal, Subhas Ch. Bose, Padamraj Jain.Tn W. 

Barmai< M. Akrara Khan and Pt. Ambica Prasad Bajpai,— all 
prominent leaders ol the different Congress and Khilafat organisa
tion oi Calcutta, were arrested and locked up in jail. The Patrika 
and the Servant newspaper offices were searched, and many Khilafat 
and Congress offices were raided. The military was called in and 
parties of British soldiers were stationed at all crossings of Barabaznr 
and the neighbourhood of the Congress office. Armed police and 
European sergeants paraded the streets, and the Indian quarter of the 
town looked as iE under Martial Law. Panic reigned and many 
people were assaulted. Principal H. C. Moitra, a leading light of, 
the Moderate party, had a sound thrashing from the British soldiers. 
Schools and Colleges went on strike, more and more volunteers were 
enrolled, and more and more were arrested. For the next few days 
there was no other talk or work in the town ; the criminal courts 
were overflowing, the police stations were overflowing, the jails wero 
overflowing, and over them ali followed the surging crowd of thou
sands upon thousands of volunteers, from boys of 10 to old men of 
L>, irom tho delicately nurtured spoon-fed boys of princely families 

down to the rough day-labourers and wage-earners of the mills and 
factories Parties arranged to be given to the \ iceroy and other 
pleasant functions were dropped, Lawyers boycotted the courts in 
protest, but all to no purpose.

Arrest of Pt. Motilal Nehru
. n ' °1v®rt Bengal, the U. P. and the Punjab, it was the same. At 
Allahabad Pt Motilal Nehru was arrested on the 6th with all the 
- T T n " 1?!6 memWs of his family, and the important N-C-0 

a notice that ha pre'l'0^8 day tha District Magistrate served him with 
ro vn durum rh "t>°̂  ' p6rs0na"y  liable for any disturbance in the 
£ rWbis ar " t  J  T 6B T k  on th<! 12th' The U. P- Govt, wired 
Alla! ibad was rl 11 perfect organisation of the volunteer corps in 
oA u t , V f ° , dCd ?  th9 antboritics, and there was not a shadow 
t L ? t h a s  mm® r n? S W6lC0me to thatown wouM be a fiasco. On 
and sent, ic-1 m ‘ 'va3.be*d and tbe great Pundit was convicted 
ti "in tim h °, ’ ra0!ltl8 imprisonment. This served but to accs li
the whnla fha a ; a",d 00 the 12tb when tho Prince came, ho found 
r l  t .  V" J l0S6d Up0D bi8 1 Na^ r  was a boycott more complete as on that memorable day at Allahabad.
at"« fr " J !n8enaatC p?*iey of repression soon roused oven tho Moder 
ates Irom heir cosy bed of the Reforms. Borne openly, some uu 
oosmiiively became non-oo operators. Some, like Mr. Srinivasa 
Iyengar, gave up their seat in the Council ; som", like Dewan M. 0. 
i artbaiaratby Aiyanger, gave up their titles.

A R M 8 T  OF PT. NEH R U  [all( 3 t|d



| 4 ° y b f^ 9 m j  PROTEST AGAINST Bh * SS10N
' • \ i l l P n/peaembor 10th the Hon. Mr. Raza Ali, an influentiar^ifti- 

bor of the Council of State, voiced the sentiment of his fplloir^eomt^ 
NSttovS^n a wire to the Viceroy as follows :—

“ As one who has co-operated with the Government, I respectfully but 
emphatically protest against Tour Excellency's Government’s new policy. 
Apparently, panic is setting on the Government’s nerves since the Bombay riots, 
and they see nothing but danger signals all around. Indiscriminate arrests are 
being made in every Province, and by incarcerating persons like the revered 
Pandit Matilal Nehru, Messrs. Lajpatrai and Jitenriralal Banerji and Mrs. Dae 
Government are seeking to imprison India’s soul. Unconsciously they are htlp- 
ing the Non-co-operators to prove their claim that the only place for an honest 
Indian is gaol, and each senseless arrest brings new followers within the Non- 
co-operation fold. Whatever may be the differences of opinion among the Indian 
political parties, nobody can reconcile himself to a suppression of the Congress 
and Khilafat movements. Courageous men who have not hesitated to part 
company with Mr. Gandhi cannot be expected to acquiesce in a reign of terror
being established by the Government. People are asking whether a Govt, that 
cannot tolerate the Congress and the Khilafat Volunteers will be prepared to 
grant responsible Govt, to India with her own Army and Navy. The irony is that 
Govt, are helping the formation of a Civil Guard in Calcutta simultaneously 
with the proscription of the Congress and Khilafat Volunteers. Sir Edward 
Carson’s Volunteer Army of 1913 is a parallel case. May we hope that Non- 
co-operation will not be goaded into Sinn Feimsm ? I beg of Ytur Excellency to 
consider two things. By arresting all leaders the Government are removing the 
only guarantee against non-violence, and if disorders ensue it is clear where res. 
puusibility should rest..^Secondly, by interfering with the right of free speech 
and free association Government are driving discontent underground. The 
saddest and most objectionable part iB that this policy of frlghtfolness has be n 
launched when His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales is in our midst on a 
mission of peace. The issue is simple. One can understand Government s 
efforts to put down intimidation and aotual or apprehended violence, but recent 
events indicate the Government’s desire t.o etrike at the Congress and the peaceful 
parts of its propaganda. The new nolicy, it is my duty to state, will be 
met with opposition by united India How can any self-respecting Indian stay 
at home when our ladies are being put under lock and key in the name of law 
and order f Repression and coercion will fail as they have failed in the past 
The situation iB graver than it was in February, 1919. The eyes of all who stand 
for British councation are turned towards Tour Excellency. Repression is un
tenable, because it will totally alienate the sympathies of those who have hitherto 
supported the Government. Among the first victims of Government fury were 
those valiant sons of Islam, Messrs. Mahomed Ali and Sbankat .vli. Tii ir bodies 
are in gaol, but their inner seul is finding expression on thousands of platforms 
and through millions of mouths. By pros, cuting them Government have been 
instrumental in spreading the very gospel that was desired to be proscribed. The 
wiser and better course is to win back the people by adopting a bold policy of 
genuine and whole-hearted conciliation. Son ly, British genius, that has iust suc
ceeded in solving tho Irish problem, should not find tho Indian question 
beyond it."

Or, the 15th the Lucknow Liberal League wired to the Viceroy 
the following resolutions : —

“ The I.neknow Min r.U League views with great alarrfi the new policy of the 
Government in pnrsuan o of which Volunteers and similar organisations of tho
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l * l cMjircM ^mid Khilafat have been declared unlawful under the CrimmS^Llw
V A c t  and strongly disapprove of the wholesale and indisor^uJUtaJ 

imprisonment that are taking place in the name of law and order. 
p0iiCy jB highly unwise and inexpedient, because it has the effect of 

aggravating the very evil which it seeks to remedy, because its blind enforcement 
has been exasperating all parties in the country and because it is based upon a 
total misconception of the present temper of the people and the realities of the 
situation, and further because it failed to take sufficient note of certain recent 
indications of a feeling of reaction against the policy and programme of Non-co- 
operation in certain quarters.

** While the League is prepared to support all legitimate measures to put 
down lawlessness and disorder, to punish those who actually intimidate or use 
violence or incite people to violence, it apprehends that the present attitude and 
notion of the Government, instead of promoting the true purpose of law and 
order, namely, peace and contentment of the people, is seriously accentuating 
widespread dissatisfaction which already prevails in the country.

“ 1 lie League warns the Government of U. P. against the false assurance 
ihat it lias received that the situation is improving or is likely to improve by the 
application of this policy or that any section of the people really welcomes the 
measures that are being enforced. People who give such assurance are either 
ignorant or interested and any man who runs can see that Non-co-operation will 
not yield to repression. The situation demands that the root causes of discon
tent should be looked to and tbe main grievances of the country should be 
rt moved Unless the Government of India gives the indication of a constructive 
policy, mere repression will not improve the situation.

“ Tbe League is firmly of opinion that immediate and earnest efforts should 
made by the Government and the people alike to compose the situation, and 

it strongly suggests that an early Round Table Conference should be held in 
v  1 T,'rn,n'‘rit tpaf*er0 tbe party of Non-co-operation, the Liberal Party and 

tQe - atumal Horae Rule League aud some members of the Government should 
LTtlement6 & view ko krin6 aboufc a better understanding and satisfactory

. .. ' T lmt b̂e notification extending the Criminal Law Amendment Act to the
‘ _ - i r!f ail(1 Khilafat Associations should be at once withdrawn and the persons 
W, laVt'ng,'ned thereunder should be immediately r<leased This will

rake i rV in i°v distinguished leaders who have been thus imprisoned to 
TL , r !  deliberations of the proposed Round Table Conference. 

t.) . rn > ® g rol»gly protests against the disallowance of the Governor of 
t i m a ! ° f the Council as undue interference w ith the legi- 
lira of nopov hv °P,a,°o by the representatives of the people of tbe declara-

M ° n ,fĉ e ^ t h  Sir Shivaswamy Aiyer, president of the
liKha8 Liberal Leayue, wired to tbe Viceroy as follows : —

tneni fn while recognising the difficulties of Govern-
inauguration f ” . ‘ the Pr-'f“nt critical situation, views with great concern the 
is emphaticallv ' l-u-icy of who!-, sale repression an.1 indiscriminate arrests, and 
inK th,. tciiRinn ',p - p,ttl‘l’n ,hllt such <* policy defeats its own object by Increas- 

 ̂ "Tho To f’ a,lena*,D? popular sympathy and aggravating tbe general unrest, 
r -i  ri„ 7 i ag.U0 l8, further of opinion that the extension of part (2) of the 

. immal Law Amendment Act to tbe Preside ncy of Madras is uncalled for in the 
'  the Presidency outside the Martial Law am . aud expresses ir«
strong disapproval of tbe extension as a mere precautionary mrasure.

( if  V \ % \  P R O T E S T  A G A I N S T  R E P R E S S I O N  [L i f c p c |\e
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| I '*‘f;llTb|is§Lfague further earnestly calls on the Government to recoiMkr Btb 

\. \ nW ^  with/a view to ease the present situation, ami suggests a Confer™L|of, 
representatives of all shades of opinion as one of the steps likely to secure T itT  
aboyeubject.’’

The Moderates’ Appeal
By this time every class of the Indian community, including 

the most confirmed Moderate, was getting thoroughly exasperated 
at the enormity of the outrages committed by the police and military, 
aided by the much-despised band of civil-guards, while the Viceroy 
was serenely watching tho game from Belvedere. On the 13th 
the National Liberal League, the Ministerial parly, sent a memorial 
to the Viceroy and the Governor of Bengal complaining of the 
manner iu which the Military and the Police behaved in the streets 
of Calcutta, and said further :—

“ There has been deep and widespread discontent in consequence 
of the attitude and conduct of the Police and the Military. The 
grievance is keenly felt by the citizens, many of whom have badiv 
suffered at thoir hands, It is necessary that the Government should 
clearly declaro its policy and dissociate itself from the lawless acts 
done in its name. It should take 6teps to prevent a repetition of 
such conduct and to ensure a moro just and human attitude on the 
part of those that act in its name.”

Strong objection was also taken of the way in which the law 
was administered by the Magistracy and the Police and of the 
atrocious beating of under-trial prisoners ; and finally the memorial 
said :—

“ The League calls tho attention of the Government to the 
necessity of consulting the Ministers, who are the leading and res
ponsible representatives of tho people, before any measure emergent 
or otherwise, are taken affecting the rights and liberties of subjects.”

‘ ‘The central organisation of the Bengal Moderates, tho Indian 
Association of Calcutta, also addressed the following letter to tho 
Private Secretary of the Viceroy. The Secretary wrote

Sir,— I am directed by the Committee of tho Indian Association to address 
the following communication to you and to request you to bo so good a* to place 
it before His Excellency.

2. The situation that has arisen in the city during the last few davs in 
consequence of some recent Government measures and of the manner in which 
effect has been given to them by tho military and the police has been causing 
grave anxiety to all who are interested in the preserve ion of peace and order.
It has created widespread panic among the citizens and has caused considerable 
tension of feeling, and my Committee, therefore, are constrained to urge noon 
His Excelleucy the necessity of taking immediate steps to allay the prevailing 
alaim and uneasiness. b

J, Among the po'uts to which my Committee desire to specialty invite the 
atUni., n of H s Excellency are the following : —

' Got̂ X



( 5 1 JpQ widespread impression, confirmed by newspaper reports 
\ . are being arreBted and convicted sirhply for Belling or ^  J

ing Bande Mataram or Gandhi Maharaj-ki-jai, or for asking people 
W ^o«£i¥eir shops on the 24th December.

■̂.E6aû 8 an(l rude behaviour by the military, the police and the Anglo- 
Indian Civil Guards on unoffending persons.

(3) Indiscriminate arrests.
(4) Arrests of ladies.
(5) Maltreatment of arrested persons.
(0) Reported forcible seizure and removal of “ Khaddar” from shops and 

other places.
(7) Trial of prisoners in camera and in jail ; information in some cases 

not being given even to Counsel desirous of appearing for or watching proceed
ings on behalf of accused persons.

{*) Severity of the sentences paesed on persons accused of political offences 
or oitonces of a technical or trivial character.
• < 3 ^  detenti°a of persons in custody without any charge being formu
lated against them.

(1°) Tlie stationing of military pickets in various parts of the city (in 
some cases with machine-gune.)

1. Ihe Committee most earnestly and respectfully urge that His Excellency 
in.iy 3e ph ased to bestow his careful attention on the above-mentioned causes 
o the deplorable state of unrest which has been created in the cify and to remove 

a vi -w to the restoration of public confidence, 
u , * ^°.mrnittee further urge that an official communique may be immediately 
r nrr  ̂Q8 1 n-measures that are resolved upon by the Government for the
purpose indicated above.
«hould^bo0l3?1aiifctCe k°*d ^  fcbat a b’gh judicial officer possessing public confidence 
nolitical off* ' Puted to 6hiffc the evidence in the cases of persons convicted of 
convicted rinri °^onces agaiust the recent Proclamation ; [ii] that persons
moved hv' r r 'f Ut *ul̂ cient evidence should be released ; and [iii] that the power 
>v. ire. lv or r ’' ; T?ment under Section 402 Cr. P.C. to commute sentences should 

5 My rum =t° aSr er aove feeling of unrest now prevailing.
\ optical offendern^i  fu8 <airxoStly to repeat what they have urged before that 
ant as ordinary criming, G ^  RS firat claS3 misdemeantB as in England and f) J mm iH und< r any circumstances.

lenoy’.attention'oj ’* the,r <1“ fy to invite His Excel-
i.:i Principal ]i -r...n', n  ' ‘-J* Rrfiat excitement lias.been caus'd by the assault

f ™  officii commurrqn ■ Mat'i t  * hJ oh 0al? °",y be allaycd by the jw«*the Bteps taken to 1 p • i  ̂ the Punishment inflicted on the offender and 
« pi' v nc similar occurrences in futurrf.

second letter followed immediately after
Committee of th-S, V"-, °f !’rcvionR letter T am directed by the Executive 
ti.it, on li • i • " »  Association to address you the following communica- 

Sir Mv c pr 88,v'’ P°licy nf Governin' nt. 
meat durir l'av[J no station in raying that the action of Govern-
gravo peril8 in rhp'Vf'J ^ * h*’ brought about “ situation which is full of 
always s u L ^ J * *  b"f‘ of 'be country. The Indian Association have
lawh-ssncB i . H ' support Government, in all attempts to put down 
„ ... ... .... . a 1 *ntito.datiou, but when Government in the name of preserving 
p m  Md M4er all-i.v their « * «  effleas *0 o*c«t4 the hounds of law and to

^
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l*. p i f f l e  efaeral state of terrccism, they feel bound to enter tbeir

, is “> be sincerely deplored that Government should have thought
iwxecwsary to use the extraorditary powers under Pan II 0f the Criminal Law 
Amendment Aot and the Seditiom Meetings Act to deal with the situation, and 
, at a time wlu n it was widely known that an early repeal of these obnoxious 

places of legislation had b« en uuaiimousJy recommended by the Repressive Laws 
Committee. Ihere is a widespread feeling that the provisions ôf these extra

t jf  convinced ^  i ^ y ^

i n 1;:,
( *) Committee have no desire to uronouiiep nn *1,0 1 i-.

of the notification which has been promulgated b y G , . ' , °gai1,ty or other"'lsc 
no doubt Whatsoever as to the utter ex potency a e d lu u lt v ” X  “ ‘ they w 'l ' 
s being pursued. The situation which arose ‘ in Calcutta on the 17,' h ^  "^i"*

meut w hich it was designed to check ; it has fostered that very spirt ot^detia^c
of constituted authority which it was intended to put down7 ft ha^rorH 
alienated the sympathies of a large and growing section „ i , i  ha , tber law-abiding citizens. K growing section of the peaceful and

B. In the best interests of law and order thnr. 
emphatically of opinion that a fresh enunciation of policy^g „r“ yny®m'"?,t^ faro 
atm-unemg the complete abandonment of repression , ‘ nrB<™Uy cd:cd for, 
Government. Repression, as has been rem»rl-?i c  au 'instrument of 
infancy into the hones of manhood, and a „ rsistencl in'‘fh'nS the « r,6tlf  °l 
will only strengthen the hand of the Non-co-operotnrs he prest'ut methods

(i. Jly Committee would once more earn..cn,. 
necessity of a tree and generous use of their oo ver7,,Wa °U the Government the 
Criminal Procedure Code, with a view to remit r chai,ter 2<Jth o£ the
of the sentences which have been passed Nothin* ™  S, t  tUe K?er,ty of some 
than even the appearance or trace of d p ic h v  i L  n“s i mor<’ ?nfortunate 
or their agents towards political offenders and n,v rC  .. Part of Government
“ ■ »»*  -  only by such action as they ^ “ 0* ^  t h ^  tMok
can be effectually dispelled, ^ ’ ' u£Be6ted tbat such an impression

1 . . .  ' Jy Gomnrttee would also emphasise the neoessitv nf • , .
Wive statem at of the actual hap. utngs from h ‘\o d »* b ^ ‘‘g ™ tl,or‘‘ 
way of counteracting misleading and , . , ,1 1 ™  ' u <lay as tho most. effective
only have the effect S T

Hon'blc tb„ Ministers ’ "  ‘bJ h e  concurrence of, or in consultation with .he 
the popular repr >» ■, ”  the Reforms have any meaning it is essential that
in tho shaping nf ' p S . the Government must have A deter,on,
lib’llfy, h 1 a policy for which they must necessarily share the ru : ,,i.,



711E M0DERJTES> XANlPESTO [ca/ ci\ t,v
18 i z<i ToFithese representations however, as elsewhere, no rc^Ŵ '-gi-s 
V ix jp^ h ^ a fed , arid once more it was demoistrated beyond the apag<tv j 

'\%§t^a^aoubt that in vita! matters affseting the rights and liberties, 
tffienfe and death, of the Indian pco[le the Indian bureaucracy was 
as autocratic as ever, Moderates or no Moderates, and reforms or no 
reforms. Between the coldness of Government on one side and the 
dumb reproach of the non-co operators on the othor, and tho uni
versal disgust with which their supine inactivity was viewed, the ' 
Moderates as a party were already showing signs of breakdown, and 
as a last effort they rallied and issuod the following manifesto in 
the name of Sir A, Chowdhury, Si; P. C. Ray, Messrs Bepin Ch,
Pal, J, Chowdhury, and 1,000 other prominent men.

The Moderates’ Manifesto
"1, The latest development in the political situation in the 

country makes it impossible for any section of tho community either 
to look on with equanimity or to stand aside from tho struggD
which is going on in their midst, It must bo recognized that tho g
non-co-operation movement is only a symptom of an almost universal 
desire for the immediate establishment of Swaraj to which it has 
been seeking to give an organized expression. Practically the 
country accepted the general principles of non-co-operation including 
such eminent leaders as the late Dr. Rash Bebari Ghosh. It is 
recognised as a perfectly constitutional method of political struggle 
under all civilized Government. It must be further recognised 
that this desire for Swaraj is most natural and legitimate in view J 
of tho fact that under the existing system of Government the nation 
is incapable of true progress or self-realisation or asserting its j
rightful place in the Commonwealth of Nations. _ f

2. Our object has always been and still is to secure tho birth
right of our people, namely Swaraj, so far as may be, without 
destroying the continuity of the State in the country. We have 
always been, as we still are, opposed to the destruction of the t 
instruments of State upon which the very existence of th-' State as 
State depends and without which universal anarchy must inevitably , 
overcome tho people. 1

3. While admitting that the Government had a difficult r 
situation to face, they cannot refuse reasonably to recognize their 
own share of the responsibility for it. The Governux nt should have | 
foreseen almost every thing that has happened during the last i~ j 
months, and should have made a timely attempt towards the settle- j! 
nnuit of the issues before them. Tho responsible Ministers oi the e 
King and ITi■- Majesty’s Government in this country missed a i 
61* 1 ei did opportunity to offer a solution o( the problem when f
H. P. H the Duke of Counuug came out to open the new j|

' Go'%\
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\“ [LW £ atj ^  Councils. A declaration that full responsible GovemmSi)|

date would be established automatically in India, joVil?<f“ '  
Xt^Jtecptamendation for tho extension immediately of full provincial

r 'e d r l  o ' jtfh frdnk,  “nttempt t0'V:‘ rd« b” d^  reasonableredress of the Khilafat and Punjab wrongs, would have easily pre- 
ventod the present anxious developments.

i. His Excellency Lord Reading has not yet availed himself 
of h,8 opportunn.es He has come with an open mind and with 
full powors from the King and Cabinet to find a solution of the 
present difficulties. If His Excellency had accepted the proposal 

■ of a Round lable Conference last summer and had helped the 
foimu ation of an agreed scheme to secure the early establishment 
of full Swaraj, the situation might have been saved. Mahatma 
Gandhi called upon his lollowcrs to allow the new Viceroy reasonable 
time to think out a policy and to redress the grievances of the 
people. In failing to utilise that comparatively calm atmosphere 
tm  Excellency has, wo fear, lost a most favourable opportunity.

. 1 dile ’ate8t activities of the Government have, instead of
easing, very considerably increased the gravity of the situation. All 
classes of people have taken the present policy as one of relentless 
repression of tho legitimate wishes and activities of the people to 
work out their political salvation by their own self-endeavours and 
self-sacrifices. The feeling in the country is that the action taken 
by the Government under the Criminal Law Amendment Act against 

. Congress volunteers, and the misapplication of the Seditious 
Meetings Act to business meetings of the Provincial Congress Com- 

I nmtees, mean an attack on the constitutional status and rights of 
. tnei Oongres, without openly proclaiming it ft9 an unlawful assoeia-

submit V‘ ‘,b'3 t'r°c]amat,on, the Congress had either to
is wTthn ?M6 "idlreCt y .suPP.reaeecd or ref«80 to obey an order which 8 ,, oufc legal or political justification.

6,t. Jt must be clyarly recognised that the present struggle can
C T ' T  ' V tS Pref nC f° rm f01' V6ry 1°"K- I* >8 equally clear U1!s druggie can only end in one or other of the following ways: —

I
nlet f 'tstly that the present policy of the Government will com- 
Pflteiy demoralise the non-cooperation movement, or alternatively, 
t®. ,i01i-co operation movement will demoralise the Government!

is our considered opinion that neither of these results is desirable 
n ttj0 "iterests of all concerned,— the former will drivo the 

•lovement underground and the latter can only lead to ubso 
lute despotism.

1 • After giving our best consideration to the facts and i 
,! rr‘<< jV108® °* tbe llresent situation, we aro deliberately of opinion 
■-a the Government should first cry an immediate truoo ahd offer

' G°%\



. atVi:;4P0!’' 5_ln'*;y to tho people, both non co operators and Vffikijjs, j 
An a conference to consider the situation and find a ikaldU-^ i 

^dtlo^jile ineiit  by their common consent. We ask His Excellency 
tho A iceroy to call such a conference without any loss of time arid 
to direct tho release of all persons now detained in consrqnence of 
tho application oi recent measures. Wo feel absolutely convinced 
that in the event of the Government refusing or failing to allay this 
increasing unrest by any withdrawal of the present policy, all 
suctions of the community will he driven into this struggle, putting 
aside for the time being all differences oi political opinion. Wise J 
and timely statesmanship may yet avert a crisis.”

The Bengal Legislative Council
AH those, however, were of little avail. Repression went on 

unabated to the huge merriment both of the Anglo-Indian junckeTs 
on one side and the swelling volume of volunteers on the other, 
and to the eternal disgust of all self respecting persons. The 

lap-dogs”  of the bureaucracy, as tho civil guards were popularly 
called, aft wded an unusual amount of fun. Donkeys, bulls, dogs, 
wuro found roaming in the streets with big paste-boards bearing 
the inscription ‘ Civil guards”  and miniature batons hanging from 
their necks. It was alleged that the pleaders of the Calcutta Polico 

om v. w^re amused every day to find notorious cocaine smugglers, 
men undergoing trial, and persons who hang about tbe Courts 
njitig thtir trade of “ professional witnesses” , were recruited as 
t! ',1 Hn December 19tb the Bengal Council met to discuss
.J<. SUUil,' on anfl His Excellency the Governor came down from Govt, j 
, 01186 Personally address the Council. In a speech characterised 
>i an unseemly exultant pomposity, unworthy of the occasion, His 
.a  8 !P recounted with apparently unfeigned horror the so called 

• 1 mm a, ion and terrorism practised by the hartalists of which ho 
“ l *  and read so much irt the Anglo Indian Pross. But ho 

" ' '  • r'° ’ !lt,on n° fc a single concrete case of the alleged excesses 
i- , 1 ct , ■>5’ J. non-co-operators, and failed to convince his 

s nrters why, if his allegations were true, the ordinary law could ( 
1 1 eao J . 8 wrong-doers. On the contrary, they heard from him 1

an am tziug justification of the actions of the Military, tho Police, I 
* 'U 6 r'ril-guards, for preserving law and order in the manner
IP* r  ' n ' n ^le genuine spirit of the British Bamt/z, I
, 13 kxcallonoy was willing to compromise, to call a truce, provided 
io Prince— their Prince— was given a free reception and the hartal 

of the 24th called of. Said His Excellency :—
If I was satisfied not only that thero was a genuine deBire to8 

rreato an atmosphere favourable for a conference hut that the non co- *
>

T H R  B R K G A L  C O U N C I L  [ c a / S W



Ma LLI(-K'S  UPEkcn  ( n  : T ;

V A ° S f e tW n their parfc were propar6cl t0 take definite action
about sncf] an atmosphere, then 1 should be prepared to reflcomnifmn 
l o  m^eovernment that it too should take steps in consonance with 

ne altered situation. The action which it is open to the non-co- 
operatora to take ie quite plain to me. Nothing has so exacerbated 
eeling nothing has been more responsible for the present tension,

H R wbl°b , thoy have tak01‘ up Awards the visit of
‘ ‘'•H. the Pnnee of Wales. Nothing could be better calculated 

to relieve the present tension and so to contribute towards the 
a mnsphere which it is desired to create than a change in that atti- 
tud°. If, or example the organised attempt to boycott the visit 
were abandoned ; If the proposed “ hartal”  were called off • if 
everything was done to re assure the people bv malr7n„ il t  1 .  
them that they were at complete liberty to accord Hi* RovfH^Hitrb° 
ness a royal welcome, than we should be faced irith 7  rf ir 8 , 
situation and 1 should be prepared to recommend to my Government
f t  I *  W d a3 W 3 Cr Patibl6 With ,H,bl!c Saf6ty ^.oy should thur band, \\ o have no desire to make large numbers of arrests
under the provisions of tho Criminal Law Amendment Act of 1908 
and if the leaders of the non-co-operation movement were to issue 
orders to their supporters to cease going out into the streets to defy 
tho law the necessity for our doing so would obviously have dis 
appeared. I would go further and say that if with a v i « J  , * •
the way for a possible conference there was a determination o n T ®  
part of the non-co-operation leaders to observe a truce in the fulled 
sense of the word, in other words to cease all hostile activity ! 
t'ioiV . n  preparac ron°niniond to my Government that pro secu-
ment A ^  11 ° f tbe Criminal Amend-

Qffenees under this Ac\ shiuld b e\ X sedd0.”  ^  tho8e charged with
So at last the thin veneer of “  JnsHr'» ”  •• i , , „

l o n l e  h d f ’ ’8 • V V,°er0y "  ,ndia’ was raised a little, and
“  „h ?  p66p ,n ? tbe *«ner workings of the bureaucratic mind, 

it came to this call off the hartal, receive the Prince and all 
repression will be withdrawn. But tbe principle on whfeb the 
non-Co operators took their stand whetbor it was not within 
ineir right to abstain irom official function peacefully and by 
poaceful means to address themselves to the pooplo— remained 

Tho will of the Govermont wtts the Law—ton; volo,

. N. MaDiek who moved the adjournment of the Houoe
■ ^Jri8̂  er Kravp political situation voiced Indian srntiroerit 

1 u’ ^ ounc!* and suid in the course o i his speeoh 
17
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. V BSsjjfha- Miole province is in a state of terrorism. Specials**- , 
XMjHp^jp-fpenoy in repressing people have been promulgated-^tlre J 

ordinary rights of citizens to hold meetings, to discuss public matters, 
have been suspended and other crude weapons of coercion have 
been put into use for the purpose of commanding the love and 
affection of the people to compel their co operation. The methods 
of putting into execution these repressive measures have taken away 
the breath even from the mo3t peaceful and law-abiding of citizens.
Any body who knows anything about the administrative machinory j 
and its parta in the country can have little doubt in his mind that 
the employment of these harsh and cruel measures and methods 
is the work of our sworn opponents viz. the bureaucracy and the 
civil service. Repression has taken such a cruel shape that, though 
I am not in the secrets of the Government, I have every reason to 
believe that the Indian element in the Government has not been 
consulted by the bureaucracy in such a vital matter, thus violating 
the spirit of the new Reforms. Otherwise it is inconceivable that 
such measures could have been resorted to.

“ I must confess that our disapproval here cannot but take the 
chape oi the utmost possiblo condemnation. Unprovoked assaults, 
unjustifiable insults, indiscriminate arrests are the outstanding 
features of this period of oppression which have produced results 
the opposite of which they are intended to create. Still more 
objectionable have been the trials in camera and in jail and the 
h irsb sentences, out of all proportion to the gravity of the offences 
or i ho age of the offender. It is again deeply to be regretted that 
persons, even after their arrest, have been subjected to unnecessary 
tv mess and cowardly assault. These things have unhinged the 
pun ic mind, have aggravated the situation and have laid Govern- 
m in . open to the charge of vindiotivoness in their doings. Let tho 
Government answer.

Go tho op of these, the wantonly mischievous activities of 
, 1 iry tk0. intolerable aggressiveness of tho police have

VI1 , S(n®r®8t' strain upon the loyalty of the most devoted
o and have made him look aghast. Whatever Government 

i un nii.nquos „,ay say, I have the evidence of my own eyes which I 
' /  ,S. H lev(>' I have seen tho Military charging, insulting and
• isui nig innocent passers-by in the streets with an exuberance of 

.Minna i>in characteristic of their profession, intensified by tha 
nau 11 ut of a supposed racial and a certain physical superiority. Even 
roapeotable persons, regarding whom there could be possibly no 
Donest mistake, were not saved from humiliation and assault at the 
i unis of the Police and the Military. And it is a great pity that 

ail this ft as been done despite the grave warning uttered in this

f m d & y .V \  THE BENGAL COUNCIL [ c A lfc p r *



Mil EKRAMUL UUQ’S SPEECH f n j 5 9  

\- I c g ^ e w  weeks back against giving an unbridled l i c e n ^ ^ l h e t  
Protector And then to crown all, the GoveTiment 

w11h <% regre 11 a b I e lack of sense of propriety brought out machine- 
guns and armoured cars in different parts of this city to reduce the
people to a state of abject terror.
fl_ lhe "  these acts of repression and coercion has been
out to oroshemT h ° f th9 V.ery ™0VRracnt which the Government was 
Hnl ! ;  h' ' i  ry ” e bound to recoil back upon the administra-
m ?L T n h n  bT h 0rC8u nd, haS r°aCt:ed 00 the whole situation most unfavourably. These harsh and arbitrary measures have unfortu-

°St0r6d h!, V6ry sP'rit of defiance of constituted authority 
which they were designed to check, and I am almost sure that 
Government has lost the moral support and the hearty good-will of 
the vast majority of the peop le-a  loss which no amount of bureau 
cratic efficiency can balance or compensate. By its precipitate mtt 
indiscreet policy of drastic repression, the Government has not onh 
lost the benefit of the reaction which bad set in strongly in favour 
of law and order as a result of the deplorable outrages committed 
by tho mob at Bombay on the 17th of November last, but has 
alienated a largo amount of sympathy of the supporters of Govern 
nient. It is a pity that tho bureaucracy, in spite of all its vaunted 
deas of efficiency and statecraft, has failed to utilise this psycho 

logical opportunity and has, on the contrary, created a spirit o. 
resentment which would turn the hearts of manv aWav fl.
Ills Royal Highness tbo Prince of Wales. “ y e' ei 1 1 m

“ To add insult to injury, the highest authority in this land in 
addressing the Mahaians, the other day. made certain observations 
which have gone deep into our hearts and havn mr i a
complete. There is not a word of sympathy or ^  
them for the people at large. When Gove1 ’“ °  h,°P e ’ "
banner of oppression, they justify tbeir c o n d u c t - un ” r 3 0
they have reliable information which wlr al r h > r hy S,a,’ " e th?-i - , • “ riant their new course, l i 1
s said that the present policy was inaugurated largely owing to an 
utory of a certain section of Indians. Well and good - - th ere  you 
heve the Indians as it furthers the initiation of yoUr policy of 
cession. But when the Indian community as a whole raises a 
’ wail and a heart-rending outcry against tho effects of that 

iri tbeir utter helplessness and despair, the ansvvet i-, • ‘ 1
know the facts. I trust they are inaccurate.”  There you 
to believo the Indians. It is Justice indeed '— though some 
T  rent from what we up till now regarded British just ice

vi Bkramul Haq, voicing Moslem sentimeut in tho Council, 
shall humbly ask the Government, in the name of
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V A w T ^  t° dotist from the course ifc bas taken, and in op irTto ; 
? „ l aJ' atn?O8Pber0 of peace and good-will, to release the political 

and to assure tbe heartiest welcome to the great and noble 
about, B°tf- amollf fc ourselves. Let there be no mistake
time since 1857° Th " t "  t0- ^  13 more nritical than at a"y  shaken P.-it-id v l b0.revsrberatlon3 of the Amritsar massacre have
Ecvnt i? t0 1U f0Undafci0ns- l " India, in Ireland, and inL ypt it >8 the same story. The military-minded people have 
done everything possible to prevent any practical solution of any 
of these problems They believe in force, and they have sought

is thaPt GrelT ’ B r i L r V '  th9 ^  fa° t8 whioh they bave overlo(;ked
jf rhfiv W 1 <1 • d n ^°eS I10fc cotnmand enough force to go round.
that boiim so thlr Waythey mi« hb °™sh Ireland and Egypt and
even from rh’ - helr 86Say8 In m'litansm cannot but lead to disaster even trom their own point of view.”
anrl J f ^  othe1' sP0akors who were allowed to speak Sir H. Wheeler 
‘ h.vf1?L p rr ° n bohak of Government followed in tho wake of their 
a imiU ? ° Vernor\ Tha Maharajah of Bnrdwan while pursuing in 
,o the Prii?*'I mav 0u r,6mark thafcthe Cartalists meant an insult 
with a choru °ofW“ Nn » ' T  ^  cried out in protest
Indian ' An °p0n charge " ’as made that the
policy of ronrnioT W6r®. not consulted by the Government in their 
debate to an mlc]°U " btcb olicited no denial. Thus came the great

the 20th D«cnmiPreSSinn T enfc 0n witb unabated fury. Next day, 
Council came ,1 all the members of the Viceroy’s Executive 
changed between p o Calcutta. Telegraphic messages were ex- 
not opposod to a pa bbe Calcutta leaders. Gandhi was
the hartal of the 0 11 0r0no® tbou*h he had not much faith in it, and 
on the deputation that 1 not be called off. All eyes now turned 

' was going to meet the Viceroy.

T h e  M ai ’ ■ ^ a l a v i y a  D e p u t a t i o n

21 at Decembe^'Tt wa»U„UM° n WJM r0ceived by the Viceroy on the 
leaders including Sir \1 many emirt nt repreaentativ
Besant from *rirna ' y ,avesvaraya, Mr. Seshagiri Iyer and Mr 
Dwarkada* from o nmVl’ M0ssr8 Lalji Narayanji and Jamnar 
Bhagatrarn frr,r, d p  r r ’ Hasiln Imam from Bohar, Buiz
Messrs Fazlul V ? '  *, ,P a n d . * ir p - 0 ,  Boy, Sir A. Chaudt 
others from Bin 1 ’ p 'U ,lm' Ghanshyamdas Birla and t 
in opening the* t  1 M*laviya, wb* b«aded the depot

.p! litioal 6itMationit (a wnnnc.iSBarv fnr » , .. r „ i ,
P’ cient uorcii, Du' iij t , ' « ' i f ' '  * % “ " v tn W - root c»

“ • 1 F-Mod ot we war, ao-1 at too ou t of it,

■ G°%\



1] run viceroy’s reply  vC T ’1
v 'T ' a Pe/d.*̂  °l lnc' 'a was one of cordial co-operation with the Governrc)2fl|.l It 

V^H#Rl)>ni[a61o that that happy state of affairs does not exist at prcsektAWM 
have brought about this change are too well-known to enquire

repetition.
“ While gratefully acknowledging what the Government have done to redress 

what arc known as the Punjab and “ Khilafat” wrongs, we think it our duty to 
invite Your ExcHoney’s attention to the fact that there is a widespread feeling 
tLmt all that Buoul 1 have been done has not yet been done.

“ As to the question of Reforms, Your Excellency is aware that while a large 
Feeti ui of tlv people regard the measures which have been introduced as inade
quate and unsatisfactory, and while another section have co-operated with 1 he 
Government in working the Reforms, both are agreed in asking that “Swaraj.” 
or full responsible Government, should be established as speedily as possible. 
Great has been the awakening among the masses during the last feu yiars. T h e y  
have begun to take an active interest in these public questions. Statesmanship 
demands, if wo may venture to say so, that e large-hearted effort should be made 
to understand clearly, and as far as possible to meet, the wishes of tin iie.ude 
m n-spert. of problems whieii are d t ply agitating tlic public mind.

In these circumstances we believe we are voicing the opinion of Hr,.,, 
sections of the population when we urge that Your Excellency should b , ,
t" invite the leading representatives of the people to a conference, under your 
1. a li i slop, to take counsel together and make praciical suggestions and recom
mendations concirrung the remedies which should be adopted. Should our prayer 
commend itself to Your Excellency, we doubt not that the Conference will be 
truly representative of all sha les of opinion and in particular of the masses of 
tile population, whose well-being is intimately bound up with a permanent 
solution of the political, economic and other difficulties and disadvantages to 
which they at: exposed at present. With mutu il forbearance and good will \ve 
firmly believe it is possible to liud such a solution, and to replace the urn’s m 
unrest by peace and harmony based on a guarantee of ordered healthy natioi al 
progress. *  ̂’

;• In the meanwhile it seems imperative that the various notifications and
proclamations is sued  under t h e  t.riminal l.aw Amendment Act of lone ..... 1 i .  •
Seditinus Meetings Act, which have etnr.d up so much feeling and unrest in t o 

•d-y. sN.nld bo withdrawn and all persons, imprisoned as a r t s u W  I 
operation immediately released. a rLsalt ot thur

"Whatever our present d.fllmlliea miv h> »  ivm«i,i„. , , 
public are anxious that H,s Royal Highness the’ , of Vales should bo 
iviv.wd With tue respect i„e to his exal.i d pn-ition. We have every how that 
th ‘ measures we recommend Will h-lp .argely allaviim , y. M .
in restoring confidence and good-will U 4  «  s e c t 1 

“ There la a very wide-spread feeling among the thinking section of the 
people, that Governm-nt should avail them.-elv,8 of tins great om ruiumtv for 
bringing about a satisfactory solution-in concert with the repre-ntatives of 
the peoph— of the principal difficulties winch h„vt, *rl.- -n. a  ,,f ,i„.
situation, which may be . asy of accompli-!, cent to-day, will become much move 
difficult should tile pr s m tension continue and increase, and ns wc f,.Rr precipi- 
laic matters ton crisis. IV i earuesily hope that Your Excellency WtU he pleased 
tu give your most cur. ful Consideration to the recommendations we have lubmil 
ted. and that you will meet the situation in a gencrone spirit of broud-mindi'd 
sympathy and concilia-Ion.'*

H. E. The Viceroy’s reply
In reply His Excellenoy made a langthy *ppuoh in the coitr-o 

df which he oo.'itiuuuiisly reiterated his favourite platitudes ott



y. V fyfehymity to desist from the course it has taken, and in or^ |  Jo 
create an atmosphere of peace and good-will, to release the poKrttftH 

x'-%risigfthrs and to assure the heartiest welcome to the great and noble 
guest we have got amongst ourselves. Let there be no mistake 
about it, the position in India to day is more critical than at any 
time since 1857. The reverberations of the Amritsar massacre have 
shaken British rule to its foundations. In India, in Ireland, and in 
Egypt it is the same story. The military-minded people have 
done everything possible to prevent any practical solution of any 
of these problems. They believe in force, and they have sought 
to apply force, but one of the vital facts which they have overlooked 
is that Great Britain does not command enough force to go round. 
If they had their way they might crush Ireland and Egypt and 
that being so, their essays in militarism cannot but lead to disaster 
even from their own point of view.”

Cf the other speakers who were allowed to speak Sir H. Wheeler 
and Mr. Kerr on behalf of Government followed in the wake of their 
chief, the Governor. The Maharajah of Bnrdwan while pursuing in 
a similar strain made a remark that the hartalists meant an insult 
to the Prince to which almost the whole House cried out in protest 
with a chorus of “ No.” An “ open charge”  was made that the 
Indian Ministers were not consulted by the Government in thoir 
policy of repression which elicited no denial. Thus came the great 
debate to an end.

Meanwhile repression went on with unabated fury. Next day, 
the -Oth December, all the members of the Viceroy’s Executive 
Council came down to Calcutta. Telegraphic massages were ex
changed between Gandhi and the Calcutta leaders. Gandhi was 
not opposed to a conference though he had not much faith in it, and 
t .r , 1- , r,[ the 24th could not. be called off. All eyes now turned 
on i e r eputation that wus going to meet the Viceroy.

Malaviya Deputation
ni-t A?a“iviya ^ ni)Û at;,’on was received by the Viceroy on the 
~ °, • prober. 11 _ was composed of many emir nt repreaentativ
c-a er.= including Sir M. Vi3vesvaraya, Mr. Seshagiri Iyer and Mr 
e»an rom Madras, Messrs Lalji Narayanji and Jamna< 
war ndas from Bombay, Syed Hasan Imam from Behar, Itaiz 

bbagatram fr0m the U. P. and Sir P. C. Roy, Sir A. Chaudl 
. es?rs hazlul Huq, Abul Kassim, Gh.nshyamdas Birla and i. 
ot mis from Bengal. Pundit Malaviya, who headed the deput 
in opening the representation on the political situation 
country, said in the course of his address : —

“ It Is unnecessary for ns to r f:r hern at- any length to the root c.r 
pre«ent unmet. During the period of the war, and at tbc cud of it,

tue MaLavn'A deputation Lc.i /^ it A
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l (  ^ E & f j 9 2 l ]  ' l U E  V I C E R O Y ’ S  E b . P L Y  I Q T 1
\ .  \  ” R %  PfoMe of India was one of cordial co-operation with the Govern m ln «  I t  
X l k ^ S ^ 5̂ 1® tl,at tbat haPPy s, ate °f affairs does not exist at p rescn K -'#e^  

have brought about this change are too well-known to enquire

“ W hile gratefu lly acknowledging w hat the G overn m e nt have done to redress 
what are know n as the Punjab and “ K h ila fa t” w rongs, we th in k  it our d u ty  to 
invite  lo u r  Excellency s attention to the fact tha t there is a widesnread feeline 
that all that shoul 1 have been done h a, not yet been done. 'VIdeSPreaa [e (Jm S

“ As to the question of Reforms, Your Excellency is aware that while a are,, 
section of the people regard the measures which have been introduced as inade
quate and unsatisfactory, and while another section have co-operated with the 
Government in working the Reforms, both are agreed in asking that “ Swaraj.”  
or full responsible Government, should be established as speedily as possible. 
Great bas been the awakening among the masses during the last few years. They 
baie began to take an active interest in these public questions. Statesmanship 

.demands, if we may venture to say so, that o large-hearted iffort should be made 
,o understand clearly, and as far as possible to meet, the wishes of the people 
m respect of problems which arc deeply agitating the public mind.

‘ In these circumstances we believe we are voicing the ot inir,,. ,.r 1 . - 
sections of the population when we urge that Your Excellency should b . „len-S  
t,o Invite the leading representatives of the people to a conference, under vour 
h adeiShip, to take counsel together and rt«ke praclical suggestions and recom
mendations concirning the r, medics which should ho adopted. Should our uraver 
commend itself to Your Excellency, we doubt not that the Conference will be 
truly representative Of all shades of opinion and i„  particular of the masses of 
the population, whose well-being is intimately bound up with a permanent 
eolation of the political, economic and other difficulties and disadvantages to 
which they are exposed at present. With mutual forbearance and good .o  i l  
firmly believe it is possible to find such a solution, and to renlacc the n 
progress7 and l,armoDS bae*l ™  a guarantee of ordered, healthy, national

“ In the meanwhile it seems imperative that the various notifications and
proclamations issued under the Criminal Law Amendment Act of i«„ia i H 
Seditious Meetings Act, which have stirred up so much feeling and mir -r in the 
country, should bn withdrawn, and all persons, imprisoned as a result of their 
operation immediately released. c 01 ,r

•‘ Whatever our present difflmhiei may b ’, a considerable section nf th,. 
public are anxious that H,s Royal H.ghne,. the Cr.nco of , 1
received with the respect line to his exulied position. We have e v e r y t h  that 
the measures we recommend Will h.dp largely in allaying p,ut,lia ,rotation md 
m restoring confidence and good-will among a 1 sections of the p„Dulat.

“ There 1 8 a very wide-spread fettling, among the thinking seeii.m of the 
people, that Government should avail themselves of tins great onroriunity for 
bringing about a satisfactory solntlon-.u  concert with the replc.-mtatives of 
the people—of the principal difficulties which have arisen, a. solution of the 
situation, which may be . any of accomplishment to-day, w.ll become much more 
difficult should the present tension continue and increase, and as we fear, urccipi- 
Inte matters ton crisis. Wc earnestly hope that Your Excellency w,u be pi-ased 
to give yonr most careful consideration to the recommendations we have submit 
ted. and that you will meet the situation in a generous spirit of liroad-miudid 
sympathy and conciliation.”

H. E. The Viceroy's reply
In reply IIi„ Uxoallenoy made a lengthy speech m tli« com-ie 

of which ho oontiinuiusly reiterated bis favourite platitudes on



\ .  \ iip%c6/  APd law and order, and touching on the objects I
XV'dfipiMAjon, said :—. u /j

.Aou recommend— indeed, your language is that it seems
imperative— that the various notifications and proclamations recent
ly issued by the Government should be withdrawn aud all persons 
imprisoned as the result of their operations immediately released.
I can scarcely conceive that you have intended to present to me 
such recommendations without having in your minds, as a neces
sary corollary, the equally imperative necessity for the discontinu
ance of those activities which have led Government to adopt the 
measures now forming the subject of discussion. I do not propose 
to discuss those measures but I will assume that they form the sub
ject, as 1 know, of acute controversy. They were adopted by Govern
ment with an object of giving protection to law-abiding citizens 
particularly here in Calcutta and any other parts of India. I havo 
aiieady said it was not a new policy ; it was the application of the 
policy which lies at the very root of all civilised Government, i e., 
the maintenance of law and the preservation of order. But it is im
possible even to consider the convening of a Conference if agitation 
in open and avowed defiance of law is meanwhile to be continued. 
Unfortunately, 1 look in vain in your address for any indication 
that these activities will cease. I fully understand that none of you 
is in a position to give an assurance to this effect, for none of you
have been authorised to make it................................. 1 do not know
from the address presented to me what view is taken by the leaders 
who are responsible for non-co-operation activities in the sense that 
i find no assurance from them that these activities will cease if a 
con tiunce were to be convened. I am asked, without such an 
assurance, to withdraw Government measures called into operation 
! X , n v ™ nt u,ld«r ^  existing law for the protection of law- 
I r Jimnt I , /,Bns iU ld  t0  Please all those arrested for delying law.

al V nVe *haS thU 'vas th0 intent.on of the deputation when 
iiitunuUtm. ior would mean that throughout the country
! , 1 UIH u,|l*wlul oppression and other unlawful acts should

i nrn.° 0 continue, whilst Government action to maintain order 
an . protect the law-abiding citizens would be largely paralysed.”
\ r mv* f° ."iaS a touck °* Nelsonian innocence in tho attitude of the 
H i s  F , p‘ II1 16 Beeraud deliberately to put the glass to the blind oye. 

fnr,'3. ®,nfy continued in the same strain to traverse the grounds 
, aU Govt, of tho numerous breaches of law and order It 

,, „  ", OCOur t0 H's Excellency that the breaches of law he was talk- 
were mad? so by tho promulgation of what the non-co- 

operators called lawless laws” against which their activities wore 
aireotea. Unce remove these lawless laws, and the so-called breaches

( i f  ^  ]V\ th e  MALAV1YA DEPUTATION [ c / r r n r A



i '  ftf^-'anla^ful actions become perfectly lawful and legitimare3iJs 
\ i ency went on it became more and more clear

' t|e,pu;tapOni6t6 that they and His Excellency were working at cross 
purposes. The object of the deputation was to secure cessation of 
the mad orgy of repression in the name of law and order,— for what 
constituted law and order came from tbe sweet will of the Govern
ment officials, — if not to bring the Government to reason in a round 
table conference ; and the object of the officials without doubt was 
to secure a stoppage of the hartalist activities of the Calcutta iiod-co- 
operators in order that tho Prince may have a peaceful reception and 
tbe bureaucratic face saved from the scrutinising gaze of the world. 
And iu refusing to act as the deputationists suggested His Excellency 
continued :— 3

"Had thoro been indications to this effect before me to dav in 
the representations which you have made in your address on the 
part of the leaders of non co operation, had the offer been made to 
discontinue open breaches of law for the purpose of providing a 
calmer atmosphere for discussion of remedies suggested, my Govern
ment would never have been backward in response. I deeply regret 
that these are not the present conditions, and the discussion which 
I thought was to have proceeded on the high level of a patriotic 
desire by temporary mutual concession and forbearance to the 
finding of a solution oi India’s present problems, takes the form i 
its present aspect of a request to the Government to abandon its 
action without any guarantee that the action which has led or is 
we believe, forced the Government to take such action, would also 
cease. Therefore it is that a request conveyed to me even by so 
influential and authoritative a deputation as yourselves to call a 
Conference, coupled as it is with the two conditions of revocation 
of the law and releaso of all the prisoners, the answer I must make 
is that I cannot comply with tbe request.

The Present Situation
“ 1 would ask you who represent various shades of opinion to 

consider the present situation. I have alroady told you of my 
Government’s dislike of arrests and imprisonment. I know that, you 
yourselves have strong feelings upon the subject. You tell me in 
the address that we aro proceeding to an acute crisis. It may 
be that we may have a more disturbed condition of affairs than at 
present. If the law is defiod whatever the reason, all the incidents 
that unfortunately accompany tho challenge of law and order of 
which we have seen instances only during tho recant year, may 
quickly follow. I appeal to yon to observe the conditions tp-day and 
in the future, and urge that we should all seek a high level above 
party or political advantage, otherwise we shall all bo failing in our

’ Go% \
T E E  V I C E R O Y ' S  R E P L Y  f r V t 3



' • V • eUli ^  |pdia. I remind you that whatever reforms may bo rMir|d 
constitutional system, they only come tb ro u g ^ n h r  

' r 1Usu/Parliament. The only constitutional methods, the only 
peaceful solution, is by the British Parliament amending the Govern
ment o._ India Act. Therefore it is so important that a proper 
impression should be made upon the British Parliament and the 

. 1 . People who are represented by that Parliament. For the vast 
ma.ionty of the population in India aro loyal to the Crown whatever 
tlmn ■. iews may be about other political controversies.

Affront to the Prince.
“ His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales will arrive in Calcutta 

v it bin the next three days. He has nothing to do with the politi
cal controversies that are agitating us at the moment. Yet every 
attempt is being made to prevent the success of his visit. I shall 
not discuss or characterise those attempts. But 1 must utter the 
warning that every man who lends himself to an affront to the 
Prince of Wales is doing incalculable ininry to India and her for
tunes in the future. We hold His Royal Highness in deep affection 
and admiration. Apart altogether from the personal aspect, an 
affront to the Heir-Apparent when he comes to India to make 
acquaintance with India is an affront to the British people, for 
the Crown with ns is beloved by the people, and when I remind 
you that it is irom those British people that any amendment must 
:ome to alter the constitutional system of India, I trust I shall have 

pW necessary it is to cultivate good relations between the 
liritifib Parliament and our legislatures here, between the British 
and tho Indian pBoplos.”

M, Gandhi's Reply

be called offT^that'11 " T  n0t Call?.d ° ff’ 88 i(i C0U,fl not P08sib,y tv,.v. ,f,<. , ; ag®- An °Pen hue was kept up for direct
Calcutta and °i M' ®a,)dbi ftt Ahmedabad and Pt. Malaviya at 
way L i r e  r PV Wait6Cl 6XPeotantl>’ to 360 i( Gandhi would give 
r m n a d a  were ,  Pt‘ . IL *  Mr.Mahatma n ry n® to draw him into a conference. The
jn viftw ’ r ” ever’ was noJ; going tc move an inch from Ahmedabad
expressed himo Cnngress- To a Press representative ho

ii- raself ftS ,ol|OWg in reply to the Viceroy’s last speech •—
deep painmU,T Mn,«“  * *  I hav> r.ad the Viceregal utterance with 
call L  hWaB t0tally. “ "Prepared for what I must respectfully 
arees and K i T 008 ml8rePI-°8« ' ‘ tation of the attitude of the Con- 
Koval Hi»» af&t ° rgar“ 6at,on9 ]n connection with the visit of His
ekhe the r ril’Ce ° f Wa'eS Sve^  re solution passed bynor organisation, and every speaker, has laid great stress upon

’ Go% \
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M. GANDHI'S REPLY, V C T '
\* that there was no question of showing the s l ig b tes t^ jk'ljl i
}^,|gawe|«t;he Prince or exposing him to any affront. The boycottwas 

purely a question of principle, and directed against what we have 
held to be the unscrupulous methods of the bureaucracy.

“ I have always held, as I hold even now, that the Prince haR 
been brought to India in order to strengthen the hold of the Civil 
Service Corporation which has brought India into a state of abiect 
pauperism and political serfdom. If I am proved to be wrong in 
my supposition that the visit has tbo sinister meaning, I shall gladly 
apologise. It is' equally unfortunate for the Viceroy to say that 
the'boycott of the welcome means an affront to the British people.
His Excellency does not realise what grievous wrong ho is doing to
lis own people by confusing them with the British administrators 

in India. Does he wish India to infer that the British administrators 
here represent the British people, and that the agitation directed 
against their methods is an agitation against the British people 1 If 
such is the Viceregal contention, and if to conduct a vigorous and 
effective agitation against the methods of the bureaucracy and to 
describe them in their truo colours is an affront to the British 
people, then I am afraid I must plead guilty.

I have said . . . that we have not taken the offensive We 
are not the aggressors. We have not got to stop any single activity 
It is the Government that must stop its aggravatingly offensive 
activity, aimed not at violence but at lawful, disciplined stern 
but absolutely non-violent agitation. It is for the Government of 
India, and for it alone, t o  bring about a peaceful atmosphere if 
it so desires.

“ Tho immediate issue now is’ the right of holding public meet
ings and tbo right of forming associations for peaceful purposes and 
in vindicating this right we are fighting the battle not merely on 
behalf of non-co operators, but we are fighting the baH-'<> A.r all 
India, from the peasant to the Prince. I have only to point to the 
unprovoked assaults being committed, not in one place but in

have no doubt that as r e p m U Delhl aI,d '?  ‘ I18 Un‘ t8tl Provinces. I nave no uo . , th3n goes on in its mad career tho reign
of terrorism will ^ . ^ ^ ^ r i - . b o l o  of this unhappy land, but 
To firasTcaTseTthere is only oneon civilised or uncivilised lines, 
S d S "  in tend  even £  ' ^ t h T ^
of the light of holding l Wo have and forming associations 
there can be no yi ?' of Vurnt our boats and we must
march onwards till that P " ® " *  " *  cleruroan beings is vindicated.

Let me make my °w " P °^ i°n  j flm most anxiou8 for
a settlement. 1 want a round table jMne#< t wftnt w r  ymi].

17(a) '  .



\ v\ t s l ?  to • be clearly known by everybody who wants to nndepy j d ^  
■ jt. I impose do conditions, but when conditions are imposed tSi/um 

me prior to the holding oi a oonterence, I must be allowed to 
examine those conditions, and if 1 find that they are suicidal, I 
must be excused if I don’ t aocept them, The amount of tension 
that is created can be regulated solely by the Government of India 
for the offensive has been taken by the Government.”

The Prince in Calcutta
Meanwhile arrangements wore being pushed ahead for the 

reception of the Prince in Calcutta, On Dec. 22nd. the Frince 
reached Patna amidst a partial hartal in the town. Fortunately 
there was no disturbance, especially as only the day before the 
Government had issued a oommunique stating that in view of 
the Round Table Conference to be held next month, the local 
Government had directed the release of all prisoners arrested or 
convioted under the Criminal Law Amendment Act on condition 
that they undertook, ponding the results of the said conference, 
to refrain from participating in picketing, promoting hartals, recruit
ing volunteers, and fostering civil disobedience. And after attend
ing the official functions the Prince arrived at Calcutta on the 
appointed day, the much-advertised 24th of December 1921. All 
this while, ever since the arrest of Mrs. Das, tho mad rush of volun
teers and their equally mad and insensate arrests had gone on 
increasing. Every day in Calcutta alone, hundreds of volunteers 
ru hod from the Congress and Khilafat offices into the Btroets armed 
with short slips oi khadder and crying ‘hartal on the 24th’ ; and were 
forthwith arre3t.od. No less than 2,500 went to jail during the 
lu-t, 10(iay?. On the 23rd, tha day before the Prince’s arrival, 
no less thin 750 offered themselves for arrest and were arrestod. 

wieiieitly business in the ciry earns to a stand-still from that day 
•• i n  day M1* Prince came ; the usual official receptions
weie i t .  i be promised hartal was observed, and all the fuss made 
!,> i n vo U'ltoers of a complete hartal and all tho threats held forth 
11.1111 tlm Viceroy downwards, were of i ‘ j  T "  , A,Uie - 1 that- uad
happened, no self-respecting Prince ld g0 throa*h fche Indian 
q"ai'er of the city, and no s e l f . / f 1" 1® Ind,an couid venture 
foren to greet the Prince In , European quarter of the city

iv is the triumphal State t h ! 7 ° f th?, Royal part-v guarded 
th.. Military and Police atir* 01° Tas t*’ ° Slorious display 

oi pomp mid power The’ Ens-0^ ^ ' 8’ th° An*d°'Indians, the Jewish 
communities, were out it, bura'  tho08anda siting with them their 
Indian servants and enti p ,fn * 1,(1 f ° ^ d  a joyous crowd along 
the guarded route of thtfei‘ r ^ n " ,gh d,gnitnrie8' British and 
Indian, official and non oil. ’ V‘ ary and Clv,i. welcomed Hig

TRE PMtNCB IN  CALCUTTA  [ o / ^ w p i



'f&E BNTALLY RIOT [ n * ;
ighnesa at public receptions, and altogether Euro^Am/ 

\V438fe';tt* wore a gala dross in honour of the Royal visitor. ^
X ^ n .^ ^ h e  Indian quarter of the town, however, presented a dismal 

contra st. It was hartal all over. All shops were closed the streets 
desorte d. Houses had thoir blinds drawn. No tram, no taxis no 
cabs anrl conveyances plied in the streets. The great, mass of Indians, 
rememb ering what Gurkhas and Military and the Police had an 
ineffable) preference for their skins, and cowering before the new
fangled arm of tbo law, the Anglo Indian civil guards, now thorough
ly roused into pompous activity by the vim of the Viceroy, and 
remember ing the sweet attentions bestowed on Principal Maitra and 
other respleeted Indians during the last few days, thought it after 
all prudenit to keep indoors and risk official displeasure rather than 
go out and‘1 tempt fate.

The appearance of the civil guards patrolling the streets created 
a sort of panic in the mind of tho Indian residents, while u  gaVQ 
great assurance to tho Europeans and Anglo-Indians against hooli
ganism. Reprisals wore hourly expected in the Indian section of 
tho town, and stories ran from month to mouth of assaults by the 
civil guards. As on the 17th. November last, hartal was observed 
by Indians of all classes, though, owing to precautions taken by tin- 
authorities amd the Anglo-Indians from before-hand, the street 
did not look quite deserted. From the morning of the 21 tb bu-'e 
numbers of the military and the police along wi h civil • ~ ,T1- w(.,' . 
drafted along the route to lie taken by the Prince, but the Indian 
crowd dared not approach. No sweeper sweeped the streets no 
carin' m removed the refuse, and even the municipal lamp-lighters 
were on hartal. It was a dismal semi dark, semi-deserted night 
that Indian Calcu tta passed on that day of December 21th In the 
European quarter arrangements bad been made whereby tho civil 
guards and the residents wero to look after the street lamps and 
the Sahibs running from post to post, with the bamboo 1 older on 
their shoulder and lighting the lamps, afforded a merry spectacle.

Thus passed December 24th without any disturbance, and 
the Prince enjoyed his recpption, perhaps the best t hat the Govern
ment could afford, to offer in India at that, period. Next dav.
D cember 25th. saw a wild outbreak of some civil guards a sal 
European sergeants in Entally. It began in a drunken brawl started 
by a few civil guards and ended in the musliro population of the 
neighbourhood being seriously assaulted. The offending cjvj| guarda 
w re reinforced by their confreres and several European sergeants, 
w o madly roamed about the streets, revolver in bapd, ready to 
si rot wboover interfered with thoir mad career. One man was killed 
Oi fright and some 20 wounded. The same night th° police raided

' G°%\
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\~ Va Machuabazar and was alleged to have desecrar^k I t
\ A eo»i8t.ai)le was found shot at dead of night and a mysteriourr'frar 

x^Jye!$ped the whole atFuir. In this connection M r. Gandhi wrote 
in his paper thus :—

“ Inis spontaneous "hartal”  in spite of the herculean effortB to brea k it, and 
the preservation by the people' of the peace despite provocation, enr-aged the 
civil guards and the Europeans generally. The Viceroy is clearly to blame for 
it. He has brought the Prince when he should not have. Having bre ught him, 
he is trying to enforce public welcomes wherever the Prince is being t ;aken and 
having faiied in so doing His Excellency has excited the passions of-t he British 
residents by calling the boycott an aifront to the Prince and the British nation. 
Tile expected has happened. The police and the civil guard have c-onstrued the ' 
various declarations of the Government to be a licence to do as they please.. 
Tin y have looted shops. They have, if the Reports in the "Servsn t” are true, 
walked into mosques with shoes on and even committed thefts. I.nnocent men 
have been injnred. Some have even been killed. The people of C alcutta have 
borne this legalised lawlessness with great forbearence. They ha ye done the 
right tiling. In my opinion the shoes of scoffers have not desecrated! the mosque 
iri question. The amazing forbearance of the mosqui-goers has roado it more 
sacred and proved the religious nature of the struggle.

"The authorities have behaved no better in parts of Bihar. Here is what 
1 "e Secretary of the Tirana Congress Committee, Sonpur, writes :—

■ On the 21at December W21, at about 3 p.m. 10 volunteers with some 
workers were patrolling the road asking the shop-keepers to o'bserve cou>plete 
, 'iartid” en the 22 ud instant, during the Prince’s visit. Wb,en they reached 

1 1  Sonpur Police Station the S. P. Ur. Parkin, who has bee n posted here on 
. 1 '.count of H a. H_ the prince’s visit, came out with abou t 100 constables 
and suatebed away from the volunteers flags, badges and even “ kbadi” clothes 
which they had on them and tore everything to pieces.”

‘'Immediately after this the S. P. marched up to the Congr ess Office followed 
jy a band of constables in plain clothes and with lathis i n their hands. On 

reaching th • nffi :o the S. P. ordered the constables to plunder (‘Maro anr looto’ 
•■re the words ho used) ; whereupon the constables broke urion and entered the 

" 1C room pushing the volunteers right and left and assaulting them. Mr 
com!L!|bel1 thoroughly searched the office, and breaking open a box whieli 

,, " cash ani* an almirah which contained records. He then removed 
'•■'f t 'd i, t i i c ' i p im ,  national cal ndars, pictures, budges, Khadi cans, and 

' -  las "nous, such a“ cue Rama) an au.l the Gita which were there, and burnt 
w1;;,eHm. ,r'",t0 ftl‘e "ffl'le. Tn<Jy hat,e aU<l tak,'n away about Rs. 120 in cash 

,|l f i 8''n.t h*™ J rom ,the District Congress Committee for distribution 
n it (i nm-cted people and also contribution to the National School.”

’ G.e following trom Benares completes the di6mal picture

court arrest" ahJo' m three .da-'’“ th!“ volunteers did uuO parade the streets to 
after > 1  i, . AU°R£thei' marly 600 were arrested, most of them were released
blankets, coat ean. rf Ra 10: 1q the Police stripped them of their

t ’ ■ coP=t shoes, watches etc.”
property of eit " t,0  ̂ 6Û ', Rono hooligans. In law the persons and
processes of ", ,riV  F'" eac'rei* bbat thiy cannor be touched without 
gold chains danelinJ .T® ■9cen debtors ln oonrts walk away in unerne rn with 
them [ I,,,,' n8 on their waistcoats in spite of orders of payment against 
away with dim , !1 ?  n5'-u8(’d uchari - -w i t h  orimo being fined and yet walking 

y  • diamond nugs on their lingers oou-ring tho amount of the/r fines, la
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\ \ a'lfi% 0'y Sast'U, recovery bas been made after warrants of public attach\ok  Jnd

plMrrC ba;*s. Hut the law that is being just now administered against.Li..J :ln-J  
X^sJjiwatprS/is a law without restraint. The caprice of an official represents the 

N«JS0]Etew in India. I imagine that even under martial law some of the things 
that are reported to have happened could not be done with impunity. It is 
pity that human beings can be found and used for playing a game so low as it 
is being played by the Government of India.”

Some of the graver allegations, were denied by Govt. In fact, 
the non co operators made allegations which they cared not to prove 
in the law courts, and Government also mado allegations which 
they, too, did not prove in the law-courts. So this vicious circle 
went on whirling and threw off from time to time fino products of 
popular riots on one side and Govt, repressions on the other. Space 
does not permit to detail all such affairs of this most troublous 
period in India. Short notes on the daily happenings will be found 
in the Chronology. The Prince left Calcutta on 30th Dec. for 
burma and spent ten days there. His receptiou in Burma was 
perhaps more cordial than in British India.

The Prince in Madras

I1 rom Rangoon the Prince then came to Madras where he 
landed on January I3th. 1922. And here the reception that was 
accorded to him was m every way a smaller edition of the notorious 
Bombay reception of the 17th. November. There was a g-and 
reception and there was a great riot, though not so extensive and 
murderous as at Bombay. The chief festive-makers here, besides 
the Europeans and Anglo.Indians and big Rajahs and Zatnindars, 
were the Adi-dravidians and non Brahmans, people who. from the 
low social position assigned to them by the higher classes, have
generally come to entertain a sort of hatred for the latter. On the
day of the I nuces landing, the Adi dravidians and n o , -Brahmans 
.lojoudy joined l ie reception while the Hindus and Moslem- observed 
a complete hartal. Street urchins hooted and hissed the '- Mists. 
Stones were thrown at them. Sir P. Tbeagaraya Chetty, the gr„ non- 
Brahman leader of the city, was molested in the way and coui.l not 
proceed to Govt. House. At Ibe Paobiappa’s College where the loyalist 
Adi dravid scouts and volunteers were congregated, hooliganism pre
vailed, stones being thrown by hofh sides. Pedestrians were molested, 
motor cars were stoned, public streets were barricadod by filthy 
dust bins, and many people were prevented from joining the welcome 
demonstration. Practically at the very gate of Govt. IIouso the 
rioters demolished a band-stand and tore off the decorations, all the 
while shouting with the name of Mahatma Gandhi on their lips !
1 ho I'Jphinstone Cinema was next attacked, its bunting torn down, 
windows broken, store-room burst opeu and the films brought oat



f i ( ^ ^ ^ w ‘TaE NAtion & 111E ATUENAEUM” Co t
r  a ' l ^ S u r n f . /  E l e c t r i c  l i g h t s  a n d  f i t t i n g s  w o r e  r u i n e d  b e y o n d  

t i o n  a n d  o n l y  t h e  s t o u t  t e ; i k - d o o r s  o f  t h e  C i n e m a  H a l l  s a v e d  
^ ^ o f e ^ W r e c k .  A t  T r i p l i c a n e  l i q u o r - s h o p s  w e r e  l o o t e d  a n d  b u r n t ,  

a n d  e v e n  E s p la n a d e  R o a d  w a s  b u r s t  i n t o  a n d  i t s  a r c h e s  a n d  d e c o r a 
t i o n s  p u l l e d  d o w n  a n d  s e t  f ire  t o .  M i l i t a r y  p i c k e t s  s o o n  c a m e ,  a n d  
o r d e r  w a s  r e s t o r e d .  T h e  G o v t ,  o f  M a d r a s  h a d  n o t  f o l l o w e d  t h e  e x 
a m p le s  o f  t h e  o t h e r  G o v e r n m e n t  in  U p p e r  I n d i a  in  d e c l a r i n g  v o l u n t e e r  
a s s o c ia t i o n s  u n l a w f u l ,  a n d ,  as  w a s  j u s t l y  s a id  b y  t h e  Englishman o f  
C a l c u t t a  : “ T h e r e  w a s  n o  r e p r e s s i o n  in  B o m b a y  a n d  M a d r a s  a n d
r i o t s  f o l l o w e d .  T h e r e  w a s  r e p r e s s i o n  in  C a l c u t t a  a n d  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  
r i o U . ”  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  o b s e r v a t i o n s  o f  t w o  i m p a r t i a l  B r i t i s h  j o u r n a l i s t s  
o n  t h e  P r i n c e ’ s t o u r  in  I n d i a  r e f l e c t  t h e  t r u e  p o s i t i o n  o f  a f fa i r s  in  
I n d i a  a b o u t  th is  p e r i o d .

The Nation & the Athenaeum on the Prince in India
“ It is easy to be wise after the event, but in this case nearly everyone was 

wise before it also. With the exception of the contractors and the extremists, 
scarcely anyone in India wished the Prince of Wales to come. The Array did 
not want him, nor did the Civil Service outside Simla, nor did the responsible 
mi r nants in Bombay and elsewhere, nor did the Native Rulers, whose finances 
are scarcely re-covering from the visit of bis great-uncle, nor did the educated 
lnd’ans, whether friendly or hostile to the Government, nor did the people. All 
agned, whatever their politics or rank, that now is not the time for a solemn 
arid d-brute ceremonial, that the existence of the tie bt tween England and 
India i-lemhi not be emphasized at the moment it is under revision, that the 
anci-ut trouble and complicated sorrows ot a continent cannot be soot bed by 
finding a ph-uant young man ab* ut in railway trains, a.I hand-shakes and 
•jidl'ty, and proclaiming m nib graver moments that I, in **anxi« us to 1> am.” No 
doubt the Prince is anxu.u-, and no cl. ubt he wul l aru, but it w'L be at the 
r x pi use of the other people. While the visit, has intiUMheU existing probu niB, 
it. ha- alno ct« ateii problems ot ,ts own Ilia saiety has tu be secured, and the 
u n fo rir-G o ve rn m e n t, afli cted with Moplahs and the D.arehy and other 
^umeodlmulne., has in adu,non to persuade huudreds of mill ons ot people 
110 () c rune. AU tbi resi en, and, though apparently avoidable, has
com- o piu... I’ate did not conceal what was written in her scroll.
.. . . l™P('r*‘d pride anil the will of a Viceroy are the agents through which 

,ab ^  WU8 unseemly to our wtawre ot Empire that a royal
Mould bo twice postponed ; it would lot k as it they doubted India’s 

« uii.ii. m, .t would look what it was in fact. Prestige can only be maunan cd 
I .V ' , L,,inK bus not bt-en questioned. And this high logic was contmntd 
i* i ' f‘|;' '1,r(d eonclus ons of Lorn Reading. Whom the Viceroy, consoi ttd 

, ( ' |J' u“ to ; 1 am told, on good authority, that in inviting the Prince
,d against the an vice of his Provincial Governors, who reported public 

every where hostile, ami in accordance with the assurance of his Innian 
* unci.lore, Pun.lit MaUviyn and others, who promised adequate euocess 

w.)*u af'c.mni:, if true, shows how little i nr.?, nt Ind any c an know about their 
i couii , • men • but anyhow, it is easier to believe than another account which 

nt iiio Prince has come to India because he wanted to come. A few 
b ‘1: " rirKo ■! that ho cun < in ot .. r tu announce tome dramatic boon, such as 
i’ -  ■ contei.cd by hie father a* Delhi— au acceptable Bet i U u-at will: Turkey, 
i - I  ■ ; lir  the Viceroy ba§ pointed out that any snob announcement would



l* l b^^ftcon§tit.ubi°nal and that we mu8t expect nothing from this viercS^tlhe

- .^tM e in Calcutta that the new trouble started. The Bombay riots, terrible 
to the victims, did not harm the Government, because they provoked a reaction 
in the visitor’s favour, and placed Mr. Gandhi in a difficult position. The recep
tion at Bombay was not bad, and after it the Prince disappeared into the deserts 
of Rajputanh, dining with the Maharaja of Rut-lam, staying with the Maharana 
ot Udaipur, who is descended trom the Sun, etc., all of which is easy and safe. 
But when he reappeared iu British India, at Allahabad, a changed atmosphere 
awaited him, because, during his tour iu the Native States, the Government had 
taken to repression. The day of his landing (November 17th) had, in Calcutta, 
been observed as a Hartal aud as a full dress rehearsal of the reception intended 
for him. Eye witnesses— awed Englishmen— bring amazing accounts. They 
say that the volunteer organization was perfect, with police and permits com
plete, and displayed a calm enthusiasm that was very impressive, and an 
efficiency that cou:d only come from careful preparation. The discovery that 
Indians can run a great city without European assistance filled the Calcutta 
merchants with dismay, and they appealed to Lord Ronaldsay-. The volunteer 
organizations were declared unlawful in British luuia,

“ As a reoult of this firm policy the Prince, when he reached Allahabad, was 
greeted by five miles of deserted streets, and by scarcely any bunting. He is said 
to have resented the insult, and if bo, it shows how oompletrly he has been 
secluded from reality, for he .ought to have known that such an insult was 
possible at any moment of the tour. The spirit of self-sacrifice in Indians is 
often spasmodic and temporary, but while it lasts, it is supremo ; nothing can 
stand against it, and at the moment of writing most of the educated population 
is ready to go to jail. The Moderates are deserting the Government because their 
protest against the arrests have been ignored. Important Indiau officials resign 
their posts, often under pressure from the zanaua. The wife and daughters of 
a member of the U. P. Government go ou hunger-strike, and his withdrawal 
from public life can only be a matter of hours, a  man whose brother has 
been arrested condoles with the sister-in-law ; she, aud his own sister, repulse him 
indignantly ; there >b nothing to mourn here, they say, it is those who have not 
gone to jail who should feel sorrow aud shame. Another lady, whose husband 
expects arrest, tries to learn how to carry on his Swaraj woik in his absence, 
although unsympathetic to Swaraj, and prefers to remain unguarded when he 
leaves her rather than return to the comfort of her family. These three iustancts 
(all with name attached) happened to come to my notice. There must be thousands 
more, proving that the woolen as well as the men are desperate. Heroism is 
common in no country, aud few Indians could share, with Mr. Gandhi, a martyr
dom deliberate, loug-drawu, aud obscure. But any Government can create 
heroism by foolish edict", as Home found when she directed thceferly Christ ans 
to worship the Emperor, aud the Government ol India is finding it in conse
quence of its semi-mystical parade of the Prince of Wales.

“ Fresh featured and smiling, the Prince ha9, of course, certain human 
asset9 and the students of Benares University are said to have been delighted 
with his appearance, and to have cheered when a turban was put on his bead. 
But it is doubtful whether his jolly, democratic manner, so welcome to our 
colonies, will suit a land which was ouce the nursery, and is still lie lumber- 
room, of kings. If Royalty is to go down iu India it rnuRt go down strong. The 
Prince’s naif hesitations, his d’ffidence, his friendly avowals of ignorance, do not 
produce the effect, intended. Indians wish he was having a uie r limn, and could 
have come privately for souij sport.; but his royal aspect in not dibOu:-sed, imr 
has be revealed it hiinscU in any of hie public utterances, V i .it lu: dots or
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iliacusa ; they are not interested, because he represents no ;
r‘J.C0̂ rL̂Be nofc Alamgir’8, nor Sivaji’s, nor even Queen V ic t im ?  A 

y *■ 16 cbatt3'-handy type of monarch which the West is producing
IfcisTtvnl1 6 * a ud °f Which the Kin? of tbe l^^ians is the leading example.
«  the . ? b » r d ^ r p h*7#uno fnt?re ,n lDdla- trowne(i' anotber "'ork;if the Rnh'ilrrVnc o ,jlJgll8hmen in the country had also been naif and genial, 
nnlicl'mpn nriH ‘ ua ommies and European encineerft and schoolmasters and 
bumamt ^  W  ,ikewise tak^  «* ir ^and upon a common
p m, jr mi oh t 1,0 i°f the !’edasta' of Tace— then the foundation of a democratic 
^■oin at^hfton tv, eenI We‘* Snti truly lairi- Bat thE pood-fellowship cannot 
t ifo v A  r!i t P 't f '  lfc wlU neither impress the old-fashioned Indian who 

,,, ' , a , f 8 , 1(1 not be a fellow, nor conciliate the Oxford educated Indian ,
Hov. tnmrnf “tlAa.-'0?  the looal Club U  wiU bl’ interpreted as a device of the 
V |  10 tlme, and as an evidence of fear. Until the unimportant
tnon-v to disnlav th e«  l n<1 t0 h°k‘ CUt their hand8 tn " natives," it is waste of mun-5 to display the affabilities of the House of Windsor.

Ill: qI U m ?%*■"****•** are printed the progress will be nearly over, 
hv Rnvali ,. ,„i 10,m Pn,itenes9> but his conception of politeness is not that held 
ahon- ' rii . ° W11 Boarcl;1y ba appeased by deserted thorough-fares and closed 
d l„ v 1 ?il Pro‘eats ara unlikely, because tbe idea of abstention has entered
„ 1 '“ ‘0 Urn Ind,an mind. On the other hand, the methods of Non-co-oprr-
is diffl.'idr abl3’ into violence ; the line between persuasion and compulsion 
i. ° draw , and there will be endless obscure tusscls between the shop-
the ■mil, 'r !° ave clos|,il and those who want to remain open, tusEels in which
for,.' , ;; V x , u" y lntfvene: "to  protect law-abiding citizens and toon-
plea ure , v„„ ,0,mn,aa" d the results a«> both familiar. It la sad that the 
young men sho’u g| ” an 8horlUi be sPoiU. bnt * is safll,er that hnndreds of other 
one may call pn?on oa account of his visit to their country. What
complexly rooted*in ?faera' Iadlan trouble exists in any case, and is deeply and 
decision of a day V past- Bat tbis particular trouble seems the needless 
Umpire, and that a r A T ,  T' i eed.’ we oppose that Fate ami not volition rules the 

• pid darkening of our stage has been decreed.”

1 be ^ ew Republic” on the Prince in India
was inidoubtedW intend,m°i,°f.iWaie8 Iniiia un<fcrtabcn after much questioning 
the King’s speech at I’ ifn P , brltl8b Cabinet as a means of conciliation As 
t" discussion, u, froln ., m,?r. d a change of policy in Ireland from repression 
would brine the position „f e ,” ,®0 was to. be expected an announcement which 
Umpire, within the ,, , Krl.tain in 'ndia, and of India within the
have been so lackim in i-i 'i .neKotia,i'.n. The British Cabinet could scarcely 
l’rince with nothing 1 *°f' . tbe situation in India as to send the
the Cue or the Duke „f r nt,'* " °1( 8 'n bie 0,°utb. They made that mistake in 
personality of the Prinp  ̂on"au‘-’bt- Undoubtedly it. was assumed that the 
immediate appeal to the :1 ?  V  c . °ucral glamour of Royalty would moke an 
nised that if i ,-t’. <=noIai‘t masses : but ltmust furt.h r have b«en recre-
nppeal would soon t i®."” f’®81Mve, r’ ™lts from tbp Royal »><•»<■ the effect of this 
proportionate to tb ! i ‘.uru(“d u^ain«t the British Rule with a violence 
dial,„n or ,n A ™ , 'l,fcappo,n' mp-nt- The Prince was either a vessel of reco“  
oppo*ition to I riM ? °i Pf°vocatioD- two questions about which
favourable p o s it io n 1°. *“ I “d,a c',,'tr<s’ Prince was in a ,..-culiarlv 
'be British snbjeoHon of th V A  A '  Thf "ret of those is that of the Khilafnt, 
Turkey Tint 'tl ia I, fi i ht  M“ bm world culminating in the partition of 
to win is esnoei .A  n° . bc,thc.r' sult "f a War which India aide,I the Umpire 

spociidly galling to the M nasal mans ot India. The pledges and the

( l ( ^ ’W l r  . " T H E  N E W  R E P U B L I C "  ( o i
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l • \̂ ri<gjfty6/Which the Indian Government made to the subjects presumably in go ,: 
A'*|ojW«^/inAlirect conflict with the policy of th Departments of Foreign^VClkts^

.Ab^Colonies. Mr. Montagu, Secretary for India, is in opposition to Lord 
CtmOTHand Mr. Churchill. This is a situation to meet which the Crown has 
been reserved.

The Prince could at least assure himself by personal investigation that 
Britain is paying in India for the Treaty of Serves and its hostility to Angora.

The second question which has advanced agitation against British llule is 
that of the Punjab atrocities and the punishment of thoBe responsible for them 
In this matter the embarrassment of the British Government is < qunlly acute. 
For the British have created an Ulster in India consisting first of British officials” 
and soldiers who would find residence in India intolerable except on the theory 
of Divine Right of a superior race, and secondly, of those Indians who, for reasons 
of position, business, nr property, find their interest bound up with British Rule. 
It is this section of the public, like Ulster more loyal than the King himself, 
to which the British Governors and Generals are in tlie first instance responsible. 
As Ulster prepared an armed revolt in order to protect ber allegiance, so this 
Indian Ulster is suspected of provoking the Punjab atrocities in order to render 
abortive the Homo Rule plans of Mr. Montagu. When General Dyer’s massacre 
was known in England, liberal journals pointed out that since protection of an 
infinitely small ruling class in the midst of a vast alien population was the first
duty of the Indian soldier, he must, in the last analysis, be ready to meet the
alt' motive which Dyer met with such insane misjudgment at Amritsar. It was 
impossible to punish Dyer, O’Dwyer and their gang. To the Indian Ulster 
they had been faithful even unto the death of thousands of men, women and 
little children. It was impossible to pr vent General Dyer’s grateful compatriots 
from giving him twenty-one thousand pounds in addition to his pension. It 
was only after every effort had been made and had failed to secure justice upon 
these miscreants that Gandhi declared that co-operation with such a Govern
ment was amoral degradation to India and a stain upon the honour of every 
Indian. To his protest all that the Duke of Connaught could reply was "For
give and Forget”. And it is to the Indian Ulster that Lord Reading’s patheti
cally jocular speeches b fore Anglo-Indian clubs are directed— speeches delivered 
and received with a sinking of heart which the faithful punctuation "laughter 
nud apr’ause" cannot conceal. The greatest obstacles to the reconciliation be- 
f vreo 1 ugland and India is the Indian Ulster, and the only voice, to which any 
U!'.t, r yviil listen is that of the Crown. The Prince of Wales can tell the Indian 

, Ulster in popular parlance "where it get: off” .
" Fbr, as the W esUWNISTKB G a z u tt e  just now admitted, it is impossible 

to stay in India in opposition to the unite,! demand of the Indian people and 
this demand is formulating itself with extreme rapidity. As in Ireland the 
British Raj seems to be moving always in the reaT of popular unrest and, instead 
oi intercepting it or heading it ,,fl by statesmanlike methods, the Amritsar 
massacre took place in April 1U1H. Not until December did the House of 
Com mi,ns consider the matter; and even with the Report of the Hunter Com
mission before it, it failed to do justice. In response to his failure Gandhi 
launched the first measures of non-co-operation to which came the Date of 
Connaught's magnanimous but belated reply.

“ Tim Montagu-Chelmsford grant of Legislative Councils for India com
posed of appointed and elected members was a step towards Home Role ; but the 
fir-, n v  ting did no’ take place until 11)11 when the Indian National Congress 
had already become the voice of the Indian people, The Khilafafc Commission 
was allowed to go to London to plead the cause of Islam, but, meanwhile the 
triusii were aiding Greece against Angora, and last October thp Khilafat Com-

18



i f 2W \ n  THE “ NEW REPUBLIC" [ n j
: \ mi$M  Tc)P%^ threatening to declare independence unless such as6iBtance\fl^c|<
*.. •-T ^ M rrcey  of the Mahommedan leaders, the Ali Brothers and Dr. Kitchlelv.Jiifc i  

to two years’ imprisonment on November 1st, was followed irame* 
^djriteTy-'by GanGhi’s declaration of the final measures of non*co»operation j namely, 

refusal ot taxes and military service.
“ The visit of the Prince of Wales was denounced by Gandhi as a further 

attempt to palliate the Punjab and Amritsar, and breach of faith with the 
Mussulmans. He deolared that “  India will refuse to welcome the representatives 
of a system which she is sick to death ”  and whose visit- is “  an insult added to 
injury” . At the same time he pledged the non-co*operatorB anew to their doctrine 
of non-violence as a measure for the personal safety of the Prince and for all 
Europeans. The arrival of the Prince at Bombay was the occasion both of de
mon- trations of loyalty and of counter-demonstrations which resulted in serious 
rioting in which the Parsees especially suffered. To this Gandhi’s answer is 
pivvn »n terms of humiliation and contrition. Pie declares that he holds him* 
self personally responsible for the spirit of revolt, laments that he cannot fully 
control and discipline that spirit, and confesses that in the light of this fact he 
hru come to the conclusion that mass civil disobedience cannot be started at 
present, in other words, he admits a serious check to that revolutionary move
ment which by its peaceful methods has gained such dignity and preetige in the 
eyes of the world.

“ Gandhi accepts responsibility for tbe outbreak but that responsibility 
belongs in far higher degree to the British. After all, their rule must finally rest 
on the consent of the governed, and if that consent is largely withdrawn in con- 
bi queuce of their acts, the burden* of proof is upon them. It is for them to 

position in India, by negotiation or by the sword. If the Indian 
** uaB lt» way> it will be by the sword. Already the Government seems 
ofvi. '  n6 PreBB the advantage which it immediately gains by the outbreak
r i n Prefcext of the necessity of providing for the safety of the Prince,

arresting Nationalist leaders in various cities in advance of 
1 . i t  ha* iQ Lahore, Moti Lai Nehru in Allahabad— and by so doing
, e ‘ f ,° ey a challenge to the people and depriving them of a leadership 
ia/ s J' eu a restraining influence. The Khilafat movement has been

n or-'/na T  1L*re liative Indian troops are being replaced by Gurkhas
The ijppRprjep ‘ a !fn ™erCi'IlarieB in India as the Swiss in Medieval France. 
EUiLermnshin e Prince in India offers an occasion for the application of 
B nt him wShnnf W,e rePeat our belief that the British Cabinet would not have 
nmidlv h z i T J t0 ^vantage of it. That this intention is 
himself pcTF^nally rt.p^T>BiUIlldfiaa Tt,lstcrJ 8 bci'0,?d doubt. Gandhi has made 
tcction coul I an *,P e for the 8afety of the Prince who under his pro- 
I ’i t b , - I f  L  .rn■'~fc,ng °* tbe Indian National Congress and hear
t. j ' n iTiHt. . , B°bjcot of her wrongs Instead, he lurks within the pale of
piflni)[>inir\L shameful prodigality of the Qaekwar of Baroda,
Dul-e of p L „ .M u  W!t!) I 'r>Tl1 Reading, and uttering public platitudes like tho 
mere the f„i. °^ht while his R yal progress becomes a trial of blood. Once 

nt i ,  dopes and honeBt intentions of benevolent Imperialism have been 
defeat- d by the inevitable conditions of Imperial rule.

The Indian National Congress
O f  far  m o re  p u b l i c  i m p o r t a n c e  t h a n  all  th is  c h i l d ' s  p la y  o f  r o y a l  

o m  anc* a t t e n d a n t  t ra i l  o f  s o r r o w s  a n d  r e p r e s s i o n ,  w a s  th e  
sess ion  o f  tho I n d ia n  N a t i o n a l  Congress in  X’mas week 1921. T h e  
?t ' ; t  A h m o d a h a d  C o n g r e s s  is m e m o r a b l e  l o r  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  r e a s o n .
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r. Mc^thiin 20 thousand of its devoted workers from all over iw ti l  

were in jail— the President-elect was in jail, the General-SecretOTfe*  * 
wero in jail, and all the great stalwarts of the N-C-0 were in jail. 
But Gandhi was free, and his name could raise oven the dead. And 
from the dead mass of India up rose thousands of new recruits. 
Turn of events had clean swept the dead old past. Gone that 
anglicised institution, the western gibberish, the western dress, the 
wostern cast. A rejuvenated, nationalised, Indianised Congress, clad 
in national dress, squatting on the floor in Indian style, talking tho 
Indian language, sat in Indian fashion at the feet of its great leadors. 
Only two questions wore at tho fore : Gandhi’s civil disobedience
and Hasrat Mohani’s independence resolution. The latter was 
dofeated and Gandhi, as ever, prevailed. (For the full proceedings of 
the Congress and o her national political institutions see p. 362).

Civil disobed' ice now loomed large. It was announced to be 
started from the 1 h. January 1922. On Jan. 11th an important 
ladies’ meeting wa; held in tho Congress office at Lucknow, oven 
though the prohibition order under S. 144 remained there in 
force At this mooting the daughters of Pt. Jagat Narain, the 
Minister of tho U. P. Govt, and ono a daughter-in law of Pt. Motilal 
Nehru, then in jail, were talking leading part along with the pro- 
Bident, Mrs. Abdul Quadir. Resolutions were passed urging ladies 
to wear Khadder and a committee was formed to do propaganda 
work. In Calcutta, too, Mrs. Da?, and the ladies of her family, and 
Mrs. Majumdar took the leading part in organising meetings on Hie 
15th and the following days. These meetings were broken up by 
the Calcutta police, and soon getting tired of arresting the endless 
number of volunteers, the police, under the lead of the European 
Deputy Commissioner, followed the novel plan of dispersing tho 
meetings by baton charge, reminding one of similar motuods adopt
ed by the German polico to disperse socialist gatherings in Berlin 
But people still continued to attend with broken limbs and bftda 
till somo days later a lady was almost killed by a blow on thou’0!\i.

At Poona the civil resisters resumed picketing the lijuor-sbous.
Mr. H. V. Tulpule, Municipal Chairman, along withx'9 others was 
arrested for this and fined, and distress warrant ware ; ..e,j ft, 
realise the fine, this being here regarded better Bpreseion than look- 
fng up in jail. The picketing wont along unabitad. In tho U. P., 
things were more warm. At several places tero was a conflict 
between tho police and tbe civil resisters, but a fre ua0 0f tho baton,
Qs at Calcutta, settled them. At Jhajjar in t Punjab the civil 
resistors forcibly took possession of tbe Town Hal ad picketed even 
the city gates. At Guntur a ‘no-tax’ campaign was rted. And things 
went on like this nil over India for tho space of a night.

1
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The Malaviy a Conference

1 Eu.ly in January a'Round Table Conference of leaders of all 
shades of political opinion under the load of Pundit Madan Mohan 
Malaviy a was arranged to be held at Bombay.} The following letter 
setting forth the reasons for such a conference was circulated to 
about 300 loading Indians, irrespective of political creed or party, * 
inviting them to signify their willingness to join.—  i

Dear Sir,—The Ahracdaba l Congress, by rejecting the motion for indepen- 1 
deuce and relaxing the mandatory character of the non-co-operation resolution 
cas gone some way towards conciliating the large section of the public which is 
opposed to forced marches in politics, .’his section has rot recently been very 
articulate, but its influence on that account is not the Mss decisive. While the 
position of the Congress has been thus strengthened on r one side, the counte- 
nautic given by it to the early adoption of aggressive C a Disobedience cannot 
out cause anxiety. It therefore behoves us all, both 1 Government aud the s 
people, to strain every nerve to nee that Civil Dis< "1-dienee is not resorted to 
uni ii at least it is far more obvious than at present that the resources of reason 
and statesmanship have bean exhausted. Tjm great obstacle in the way of ! 
attempting this at present is the policy adopteuby the Government within the 
laut few weeks of extending and applying the Criminal Law Amendment Act 
aed too S iitious Meetings Act, cventna mg in wholesale nrr :fi and imprison- 
nn nit, mclnding thejsa of many men of high character aud integrity. This 
P' icy ih in our opinion! both unjust and unwise* the more so as it comes on 
J  i f°[’ , t!lj discontent created by the failure on the part of ti,. Government to

- \ the people with ret renco to the quest ions relating to the
Mh br in -K\ ,daftti an,i Swaraj. An Die l  iberal Federation, which met the ' 
■ l \ i ‘uhabad, has rightly point 1 out, this policy has defeat d its own

: popular sympathy aud aggravating the general unrest. A 
. 0 *1. »\ } f °? on in the cot .try is anxious to see a settlement effected {
f-ni.siachon *n‘V'- *L '■ *8b*blo to secure th ; rodress of political grievances and the 
J'limivinK-. \ f’ uatlona; ;,‘3piratloua in an atmosphere of peace and harmony The 1 
t  r £  S r:-B,ln rejecting the proposal for severing Ln.Ja's connection

A , , ' 1 b"'(' T0- hlia * lluet..1 the opinion -till retained ' • the bull; ot • 
‘‘ within t-t' ' *U,1 10 c"uutry that it is posriib.e lo achieve full n:utonal develop 

in''TV i • hc ?rb,t of tb ‘ britibli Coimnonwoalth. It is, th. rdoiv, necessary 
uK Uj,B " urL\ ,’;r til -Ano v-.-.li ; ,;i,astrous.c-.m.e,incncu bound to 
ensure on a'-ontinuan-ie of the present, dca Hock to confer together and devise I 
,n uuh wh<»reiy *t wnl u  possible to on u wide the door tu an honourable settle 
ite nr. It ..vs u j£ stige ’8ted that with tins object in view a repret amative c m 
j .fence should be flUcd to consu. nation in all its aspects ami to dec id
ti.'on a course leadig to a satisfactory solution of the present diiHcultiet-. If 
b 'u 14ro in favour <>f such a Gi.nfcrenee pFu.v. let us kn \v at your earliest i 
c,'nv ûb'IlC,1» preferhly wire, wh.tiur you will be able to au -ml the Conference 1 
which is proposed^ be in Bombay on the 11 iustaut aud oblig'd’

In respouf" > tbi.? in vital:- n some 300 eminent r. prosenlative 
Indians from ’ant j : > of tho country, representing .11 shades of 
political opinioi Unified their . ;ert and uiot on the 1 itb January 
Ihi'i iii tbu OcC j*sf Jehansir It !!, Bombay. Broininont Uongreea- (



\v\ra4§?z&'■y'.i'jfi all by tin's time either in jail or undergoing t r i^ M id i  
V^raSS^mctt wore (reo mostly signified their approval and left Them- 

selv’Os 'to  bo represented by Mahatma Gandhi who attended. The 
predominant part of the assembly was, however, composed of the 
ending Moderates and there were also such non-party men as Sir 
P. C. Roy and Sir M. Viswesvaraya.

Never before had any Conference in India met under a graver 
situation or under happier auspices. The country was faced with a 
grave and a serious situation. The Government indulged in a wide
spread and systematic repression all over the country. And, on the 
other hand, the Congress according to its declarations at Ahmedabad 
that they have only one answer to make to this policy via , goneral 
civil disobedience, was about- to start civil disobedience on' a very 
large scale. It was therefore universally recognised by the Conference 
that the Government policy if continued could only ultimately lead to 
absolute despotism, and the Congress policy if continued, could only 
ultimate ly lt. i:l to a hopeless impasse. The proceedings began at 3 i\ \r.

V I ai.dit Malaviya in opening the Conference spoke for an hour 
and a half explaining how tho non-co-operation movement had 
developed step by step owing to the mistakes and blunders made

I b3’ the Government and how utterly unjustifiable was the policy of
wholesale repression adopted by the Government. lie also dwelt 
upon the conditions under which a Round Table Conference could 
be brought about in order to reach an honourable settlement on the 
issues of the Punjab, Kbdaiat and Swaraj with tho Government.! 
fie than proposed Sir Sankarau Nair to the chair.

Mr. Jinnah. the .ccrotary, explained at length the object and 
read out a resolution vhmh; he son), hid boon drafted after a lone 
discussion among -,t themselves and which strongly urged the desirabi
lity of a Ro-.-f d Table Conference und r conditions acceptable to Mr.

!l fh3 Go-erumont, tho idea being to nut a stop to certain 
a£tiv” ies on both sides. 'I he object of the Conference was to settle 
hoforn-'S o, true , bat lie added, that there could bo no Conference 

mni the V tcoruy gave an assurance that be had tho sanction of tho 
Y .  . Government hebn ■ him for cartyii.,. juto 0nec, wwRC0Vor 
decision might ha reached by the suggested Conference.

Mahatma Gandhi who wan next i ivitad to speak thaukeu the 
i veil era for bringing all parlies tog .heron a common platform, 

r lf ®ava him an opportunity, for which he wa pining, to lay bare
‘ oonmrned h° W* moA."nta ^  he was personally
' maki. „ ’ v -8 b"Uo willing to attend any Conferenoe vnbonr-

i‘« tho ('U' y 00'idition», but the position was juito different in so fat 
. j], - lf '.--res* and imn-co operators were Concerned. Among other 

1 he in o'si od that ull political , riiOi.ors, bn'.hrjii'g those

(if  W f l l j l p ]  i bit0CEEDINGS I n i J
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r. \ ffi&rigtopibd under the Criminal Law Amendment and Sedi^iSua 
Acts must be reloased before tbo proposal for affiowrtW 

l'ablo Conference could be accepted. Ho was not there to ask for 
the humiliation of General Dyer or Sir M. O'Dwyer. He did not 
wish to see a single human being humiliated. What he was concern
ed to know was that the heart of the Government had changod and 
that it showed truo repentance. As one illustration, he mentioned 
the case of Sitamari in Behar which had been saddled with the punitivo 
police. He asked the Conference if they realised what the stationing 
of the punitive polico meant, and maintained that so long as such 
things were happening in the country by tho express sanction of the 
Government, tho talk of a conference was absolutely futile. While 
expressing his regret for stray cases in which non co-operators had 
been guilty of violence, he felt otherwise quite satisfied with the pro
gress of the non-co-operation movement. As regards the sufferings 
on the part of his co workers, wnich wore quite voluntary, he pointed 
out that not one of them had ever complained on this ground.

In accepting the invitation to the Conference, he said, the non-co- 
operatora wanted to prove their sympathy with the convenors, but 
beyond that they did not want to be a party to the passing of the resolu
tions by that Conference. But that did not mean that they did not 
want to associate themselves with the Conference to bring about an 
honourable settlement in a proper atmosphere. There was a war between 
non-co-operators and tho other party, and it could not be broken 
without the former surrendering a total principle and tho la tor join
ing them. A Conference was not their goal but a proper declaration 
of penitence on the part of tho Government, and there could be no 
favourable atmosphere until tho Government retraced their stops.

Sir Hormusji Wadia, the great Moderate Leader of Bombay, 
made a remarkable speech which was only next in outspokennoss to 
that of M. Gandhi. Inferring to thu Punjab wrongs, he sa'd that it 
was very well to forgive and forget. Tho Government had an oppor
tunity to rodress theeo wrongs. Ho would leave aside the House of 
Lords which did not count, but the manner in which the Govern
ment of India, the Secretary of State and tho House of Commons 
had dealt with these wrongs by characterising Gou. Dyur’s action as 
an error of judgment* was really too much for the peoplo to accept. 
He.v can we forget the Punjab wrong?, he said, when some of the 
authors of these wrongs arc still before our eyes and continue to 
remind us daily of the Punjab wrongs by tho position thoy still hold in 
the service. Turning to the Kbilaial wrongs, he asked ; was it or was 
it not a fact that when the Government of England was in distress, 
the Prime Minister of England gave n pledge in January 1918 that 
Turkey’s integrity would be preserved 1 It ia said that thie was said

(i f  THE m a l a v iy a  c o n f e r e n c e  j f ^ ¥ Y
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\in J&?er fto get more recruits in India, but if the Mahomedwa^ci
';Jnara?k^d/lcnown that the pledge was never intended to be iu lA llld^i 
H%?vgtiiured to assert that there would have been no response.

Then speaking on the Reforms, Sir Hormusji AA’ adia said : when 
the Reforms were introduced, we, Liberals, considered them to bo 
satisfactory, and we proposed to make them successful, but the 
repression that is being carried on within the last two months has 

. caused a great searching in our hearts and we began to consic’ r" 
whether, after all, these Reforms are worth much. Things j|-ave 
happened which were impossible to conceive in the old regime. \\r0 
have three Indian Executive Councillors i.p .lie Govern£rient. 0[ India.
AY hat are they doing? A\re tapir two or three Indian Ministers 
attached to each of the province] Governments and an rqnai number 
of Executivo Councillors with Eig]ishmon. It may be sajcj ^ a t  j.,w 
and order are outside the transferred subjects, but Ministers are 
equally responsible for the present state of things. ‘ * j j ar(J
not consulted or are outvoted, why don’t they resip.n ? j ar 
order are good in their places, but ue, Liberals, ca'jnot allow./? 
wanton abuse of law in tbo name of law and ordai, a8 p 
Hapsburgs and Romanoffs did und same pie a -'nileri
allow our right of association and > of the "s b*
attacked or destroyed in the mar 1 Governi ~ ■ ’
doing. What is life worth if liberty away?_. "* n

Proceeding, Sir Hormusji AVadia' - he ~ = .
co operation because he honestly be ' Wf, P, , ' T
chaos. Ho opposed mass civil diso ;e because he honestly
believed that it would load to.d ,Border.. , wound up f !  a
fervent appeal to Mahatma Gandhi, to givj, up the i,iea 0t mass 
civil disobedience m  well as individual^ and 8&id that was left 
only to the educated people who understood , he #}gljific 
actions, ho would unhesitatingly say that ho would join At

Mahatma Gandhi r«M '* '” 8 to . ‘Sir H o r m u s j i  AATa d i a  said t h a t  
he  was a w a r e  o f  the  d a n g e r  a h e a d  l i ,  e m b a r k i n g  u p o n  m a ss  m il- 
d is o b e d i e n c e ,  a n d  he w o u ld  t h i n k  ti f ty  t i m o s  b e f o r e  ho l a u n c h e d  i t .
He had, therefore, asked his friends and Congressman not to do so.
P  has to bo done in a scientific mamier and he had some experience 
of it in South Africa Ho had aaked his followers to wait and soo 
until he had done it himself.

General Discu gjon.
A general discussion then followcg jn w hich Mossrs S. R. Bomanji 

J- A, AVadia, Jehangir Petit, S. Srinivasa Iyengar, Satyamurthi' 
besides others took part. In ocr0rdauoe with an understanding* 
arrived at previously at Mahatma Gandhi’s residence between him-
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\v\ <|p> y'&J h‘3 co-workers, no other non-co operator took anj^tra^tlin/ J

Mahatma Gandhi in replying to the debate appealed to the 
Moderates and the Independents to form a fink between the Govern- 
ment and non-co-operators and not to place an undue strain on the 
atter who were willing to help them in their deliberations.

* Other parties in their turn all appealed to Mahatma Gandhi, 
and i‘l'Zas suggested that the settlement really lay with Lord Reading 
on the oTit,-,*3and a"d M. Gandhi on the other. Before adjourning 
the Conference aPPlVitCd a committee of 20 finally to settle tho 
terms of the resolutions'to^tKrdjsouased next day, but the Mahatma 
again made it .c' ear that, he or bis folY'v' non co-operators will have 
nothing to do officially with the Corimittep, though he would assist 
the Committee 111 every way be cnula unofficially or personally hud 
not as the representative of the Cmgress.

Next day, 15th January, the Committee of 20 appointed the 
’ evious day r° draft tho teims °f the resolutions, had groat ditfi-

V,' in coming t ° a settlement The Committeo meeting was held 
• . 'closed d(0ora with S'-Wankaran in the chair. It began at 10

id nwrnin„ atnd contim sit till late in the evening Mahatma 
Ga. 1,1 r. 0[ the Cong y assisting it hut only as a non-
nieot , a

Ti.s fol: Anoint msolves to a discussion of an aculo
charade; whin, .ttfr tire than once to break up the con
ference ; ‘ hey are :

(1) Whether the release mers shculd be a condition precedent to the
summoning 01 Po und Tabic C ..,fere nce-

(2) UTu'tbVc in additlsfi to all tbc prisoners taken under the notifications,
11 « p u li' ical rs s h jp ,!  n o t be /e ra s e d .

f'h Vt ioUi ■v the Vu'iwa* prisons rfI should not be released along with the res.
! ' }  Whether jacketing of a bollafi,,e auti peaceful character then going on 

should not be stopped.
(!>) Whether minimum demands s,Pod1,1 be stated in regard to the three fumla- 

rn intal <iuestiotw to which the [found Conference must address itself.

At about. 6 P.M. Sir Sankard*1 left the hall unable to agreo with 
the, resolutions which were fra<llctT and the committee meeting 
having ended, tho general meetd'S of the Couferei eo was resumed 
Sir M. » igvQsvaraya, late D "van Alysoro and one of (he Viceregal 
Doputetionistg of the last Deoot'1' ,8r, was put into the chair which 
hid been rendered vacant by Sir Sankaran Nair’s sudden departure.
At the outset Pundit Malaviya explained that the committee had 
adopted tlm refutations without opposition and that Sir Sankaran 
could not wholly ondorto tho decision of iho commit.)on and had 
th.'.'f lorn loft tho committee and tifi Confercnr . Ho regretted that 
Sir oankaraii Nair felt obliged to tike this stoj■ but ho thanked him.

■ e°%x (



;1 oonduotod tho deliberations of tbe Conference \ JW fte
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'  ̂ Mr. Jinnah thon placed tho resolutions before tbe Conference
which wore passed, all non-co-operators abstaining fiotn voting, Before 

' the resolutions wore discussed and voted upon, Mahatma Gandhi ex
plained the position which he and the Congress party took with re
gard to the resolutions.

1 he following Resolutions were passed .—
(1) This Conference is strongly of opinion that the policy, adopted by the

Government within the last few weeks, of extending and applying the Criminal
Law Amendment Act and the Seditious Meetings Act to various part of the 
country and of misusing the ordinary law in connection with political offences 
leading to wholesale arrests and imprisonments including those of Gome of the 
most respected leaders and citizens, constitutes an unwarranted encroachment 
upon the elementary rights of citizenship, of the freedom of the Press and lih.rtv 
ot speech and association, has defeated its own object by alienatinc non i w
w “hPoutdelay.aBgr8Vatin8 the BeneIal ,iiscoment' an(i °“Gbt to be reversed

I 112!. Thu Conference is '-•'her Of opinion that until it is clear beyond anv 
doubt that no other mea- 'r (^secure a redress of the country’s grievances 
and the status of full r ; Government, the civil disobedience contem-
platen by the Ahmedabai''A/(?j» -v ought not to be resorted to.

(3) In response to’ fa r0aient expressed by H. E. the Viceroy in his
speech at Calcutta on ;«*e0 'tuber 1921 and in order to explore all methods
of reaching a harmoniousfaftf f , arable settlement of the important issues now 
before the country, nam./fop^ a<bijab and Khdafat wrongs and the demand 
for Swaraj or full r e s 7 Government on the Dominion basis, the Con 
ference supports the proj . -'h; a Round Table Conference between the Govern 
ment and popular represent'fives, and is of opinion that, in order to provide 
favourable atmosphere for the dispassionate consideration of the points in con
troversy, all notifications issued and orders passed by Government under \cf I ! 
of 1908 part 11, and th • Seditions Meetings Act, should be withdrawn and all 
prisoners convicted or under arrest nr prosecutions under the aforesaid notifica
tions or orders should be released, as also tbe ‘fatwa’ prisoners, and that in as much
tts persons have been convicted for non-violent, activities and other activities of
““ lan0Cent character under cover of the ordinary laws, a committee should bo 
appointed by the Government consisting of two persons, one to be nominated 
by the Government and th • other by the Committee of the Conference appointed 
°y resolution Nn. 5 with power to them to ap| mnt an umpire to investigate the 
oases of the persons hereinbefore referred to, and that such of them us miglr be 
recommended by the said Commit:,.: or umpire be released, ami th. t pending the 
results of the said Conference alt hartals, picketing and civil disobedience 
aoould cease.

(4) This Conference i8 likewise of opinion that having regard to the critical 
aquation in the country and the desirability of effecting nn early settlement, the 
Round Table Conference should be called as soon as possible and that Hin 
Mttj-sty’a Government, should clothe His Excellency the Viceroy with tho 
Authority necessary for he purpose of arriving at a settlement.

Personnel oi the Committee
con mV W.lklhout at t-ros-ot going into the particulars of tho demands of tho 

iTy with reference to the Punjab, Khilafaf and tfwurfejyn qtu-eiin&t, thiu

18( a )
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appoints a Committee of the following persons to car^S i^ ail 

K - °D'8 " ' t*1 ^le Government on the one hand and the imfrmlA t  i
|,l; r !c:i‘ organisations in the country on the other with the view of arranging 

'M^cgpptsition, the riateB aud other details relating to the holding of the said 
Hound Table Confererence ami for all purposes incidental to the carrying out of 
these resolutions including, when neceBBary. the convening of another represen
tative conference, the Committee to consist of 1. Sir M. Visveswaraya, 2. 
lundit Madau Mohan Malaviya, 3. Mr. Keshagiri Iyer, 4. Sir P. C. Kay, 
rr • A- J mnatl> l!- Mr. M. R. Jayakar, 7. Sir Dmshaw M. Petit, 8. Sir 
H. Madia, 9. Mr. C. R. Reddy, 10. Mr, S. Satyamurthi, l i .  Prof. S. C. Mukerjee, 
-2. olr. Joseph Baptibta, 13. Mr. Raizada Bhagatram, 14. Mr, G M Bhurgri, 
*?• Mr- Chakrabarti, 1G. Dr. H. S. Dour, 17. Pundit H . Kunzru, IS. Mr. 
R. Natarajan, 19. Mr. Hasan Imam, 20. Pundit Gokaruatb MiBra with power 
to co-opt.

Mahatma Gandhi’s Speech.
J no following is the text of the Mahatma’s speech at the 

second day’s sittings before tho resolutions were passed :—
.Mr. Chairman and friends.— This Conference should re- 

member that I do not propose to be a party to the resolutions of 
this Conference so far as I am concerned, and the non-eo operators 
also will not become parties. (Hear, hear.) They will not take 
1 ’ ‘ 1 *n t' is discussion either. I am humbly of opinion that it is 
the special prerogative and duty of those who are not non-co- 
c :",r“ torB to consider fully the hearings of these resolutions and 
f°  ‘lc(ropt tbem or to reject them ark they choose. T defined the 
unclions of non-co-operators yesterday and I repeat every word of 

wna L Buirl yesterday and their function is this, namely, of advisers; 
!ut, ,oy. <Jo " ot idontify themselves with these resolutions. That 
r n  1 iiHnnn”^1 a'u tbey .(' °  not hold any opinion about these 
Intio- - Th h( y ' °  certainly hold an opinion about these reso-
cailed upon 'tTdoTn tf ertai" fth!ng8 wbich the non-co-operators are 
I m iv oxoliir, ' ‘ "o ovent of certain contingencies. Personally 
wjM w:tu yow wbat attitude of the non-co-operators
to impose upon ‘V S  oblfi8atio" 8. that ^he8e re8oI,ltion8 seek
ahsoli telv . .  a I Wlth reference to the first resolution I have
K S ,  t0 8ay bey0nd whafc 1 8aid I Bay

to lhaM t 8e0°:,d r®80' ution also remains intact. With reference 
n ^ e  bef t6l‘ the- ConfereDce tbat 1 repest tbe remark I
before the w *  COnl n,,tte.e 5 that the resolution will be placed 
. in to i „ \ or :i,lg Committee of tho National Congress if it is 

Will 21irWIC,:\ lyby thj8 Conference and the Working Committee
Commitleo tbat resolution, and 1 havo ussured the Conference 
Working f' aM • repoat tho assurance, that I shall advise tho 
, Committee to suspend general civil disobedience contem-
1 a BQ ny loo bmedabad Congress resolution ponding tho nego-

' c°^%\
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\ *R%>ni that tbe Committee to be appointed by this HtikJM'li)) 

\&.'-era^fpto correspondence with Government in the hope thokjhlti^ 
will !n> a Round Table Conference granted. But beyond the 31st of 
this month it will not be possible for me to advice the country 
to suspend general civil disobedience. I must also tell you that 
1 was pressed to extend that limit of time but I feel grieved that 
I could not do so. I want to tell the reason very briefly for my 
inability to do that. To mo even 15 days matter. Another reason 
1 placed before you yesterday in view of what was going on in the 
country to day. As to the repressive acts in the country, in spite 
of the faults or the crimes that the non-co-operators may have 
committed, I hold these acts of repression to bo absolutely indefen
sible and the only answer that the non co operators can roturn 
is general civil disobedience. But in order to buy the support of 
those countrymen of mine who are not non-co operators, in order 
to enlist their sympathy on our side, 1 have reluctantly said that 
wo shall postpone general civil disobedience for a fortnight. (Hoar, 
hear.) 1 expect I shall be able to carry the Working Committee 
with me in this matter. We had an informal discussion on tho 
subject last night amongst ourselves— tho non-co operators— and I 
was authorised by them to say that they had decided to wait for 
a fortnight in order to onable tbe Committee appointed by this 
Conference to outer into negotiations with tho Viceroy. That will 
put us square with tho Viceroy and show that wo aro reasonable 
people. We do not taboo a Round Tablo Conference ii a Round 
Table Conference can be summoned with any prospect of success. 
And what is most important of all is that we want to place ourselves 
right with those of our countrymen who do not see eye to eye with 
us. Discharge of the Fatwa prisoners, discharge of political pri
soners against whom convictions exist or prosecutions are pending 
under the ordinary law or under the Criminal Law Amendment 
Act and the Seditious Meetings Act, this is what we asked for 
yesterday and these are the conditions which I have been urging. 
My non co-operating friends will perhaps be angry that I have been 
yielding to the blandishments of my Moderate triends. If they charge 
me with that 1 am guilty (laughter). With reference to political pri
soners convicted or under prosecution under the ordinary law, I told 
you yesterday that it would be before the Committee to be appointed 
by this Conference which would decide whether all such prisoners 
could bo covered by the recommendations of this Conference, but 
I was borne down by the logic of facts and the pressuro of friends 
1 hereforo I said, "If you want to appoint one nomirioe from your 
solvosand anothe: from Government with power to appoint an 
umpire, 1 shall accept the proposal." 1 hope that my non co opcratoi
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' • lh’!$5$8 /ty  n0  ̂ a,,8ry with mo for having accepted this 
\ .. A ^ ^ga rd s  the persons who have been imprisoned in v irtueiirt& r 

normal law of the country which has been misused or misapplied, 
this small committee will consider their cases and recommend thoir 
discharge. I have no hesitation in feeling that in the hands of that 
committee the interests of our imprisoned countrymen will be quite 
safe. You will see that in yesterday’s resolution there was a condi
tion that activities of a hostile nature would cease to-day. 1 placed 
a phrase before the committee in this connection and 1 found that 
I had landed myself into difficulties (Laughter). You will be 
surprised to find that the keen intellect of Pundit Kunzru detected 
a flaw in it, and that flaw put me on the propor track, and 1 said 
n o . I do not want to use any phraso of a general character, not 

for one moment. Our struggle is of the purest character. We have 
nothing to conceal from the country or from the Viceroy. So far 
as I am concerned, they should all know exactly what is running in 
our minds. There is the question of activities of a general hostile 
character to be suspended pending this Round Table Conference, i 
can only bring myself to accept a definite thing, and therefore in 
order to enter into a compromise have sacrified the interest of a 
number of women of Erode (Madras) and of M,r. Lavato of Poona.

have said (hat we shall suspend even the liquor shop picketing 
during the time the conference is going on. This sacrifice I have 
made in order that 1 can gain the other purpose, that neither the 

icoroy nor any body else can charge us with broach of faith.
1 rovided those conditions that are to be fulfilled by Government 
are accepted by Government, we shall suspend hartal, we shall 
ouspen picketing, and we shall suspend civil disobedience. Of 
course, i grieves me to say that we shall have to suspend lawful, 

.act u an wna fide picketing ol liquor-shops, but 1 hope that my 
non co opi r.iioi mends will not be angry on that-score. The chief 

nng la want to say is that no other non-co-operating activity 
is to bo suspended. Mr. Kunzru asked mo whether it these pri- 
Rollers are t lecharged and this notification is withdrawn, I would 
no - op en isling volunteers. I say ‘No’ emphatically. 1 would 
"°t V ' t  , 10 of volunteers for a single moment. It is
io w a we can possibly undertake to do on the ground that it

0 a proposition ior civil disobedience. The preparation will
r* • ,B. 0 a,‘ offensive character nor of a hostile character.

i- in the interest of those who are now ready for cm- 
narking upon general . civil disobedience. They will have to 
7 ' °  n  , l,pon ° 'v’ ' disobedience at a given moment, so that they
1 o ltd keep the atmosphere of p-eparation ready for themselves.
1 do not consider that there 1 am doing anything of a hostile)

THE MALA VIVA CONFERENCE  [Sombay
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\ ■ V-h<l%tefr, / But I want this Conference to understand wbef ere
X^^CiS^d'i/ations of the undertaking that I have proposed to give ^ 

aft&rietrtisuiting tho Working Committee which will meet to-morrow 
after the deliberations of this Conference are over. I have finished 
the whole of my work. I said to the Subjects Committee also that 
those things are all right. Tho Government may or may not »rant 
these things to day. To me the chief thing is that the Viceroy 
should not bo able to say that we nave given away the Kbilafat 
there is no open mind about the Punjab. The irreducible minimum 
has been before the country for a long time. All that can bi 
discussed is : how to give effect to the Khilafat terms that an 
demanded ? I do want to appreciate all the difficulties that face 
tho Government, but the vital principle of these demands is Ful 
Dominion Status. How is that to be arrived at? At the r>n„ 1 
I able Conference also my emphatic submission to the Viceroy w'ill 
be for a scheme in accordance with the spirit of this demand for 
lull dominion status that will be evolved by duly-elected representa
tives of the people of this countiy. I mean by tho expression 

duly-elected representatives'’, all those elected representatives—  
olooted under the Congress constitution, tW, is to say, under the 
four-anna franchise. That is, those who pay four-inn as each will 
be duly registered as voters and they will elect npresentatives 
these representatives will evolve a scheme for fu'i\ 
status. 1 know this is a big question. 1 do not conceal t W  from 
you, from the country or from myself. I know also 1 fnBi 
that this country is not really ready for malting a dertanl 
of that character. I have many misgivings about the Round Tabh 
Conference becoming successful. But I would havo been f dsn in 
my creed and to those friends whose association 1 have the privilege 
of enjoying and to the Viceroy. I do nob want to be false to the 
Viceroy 1 shall be false to myself if 1 withheld those things from 
you or from the country. So far as my advice is accepted by tho 
non-co-operators or by the country, 1 shall certainly preg8 that'lhev 
should not take a little less. Till we have all these things we shafl 
not be free from the miserios that the oountry is ounres««d will, 
to-day. We gloat in our miseries, we take glory in them \\ „ do 
not want the miseries to bo sprung upon us as of surprise. As Lai a 
Lajpat Rai said, this country is scrowod up. I have less faith in the 
interests of my own countrymen because they have not suffered 
enough. Therefore, I have got. my own misgivings, f foe] t|, it tj10 
committee that will be appointed will convey this humble messago 
of mine in the name of non-co operators to the Viceroy that if ho ■ 
vants to oouvene the Round Table Conference, he Should summon 
t-fat Conference expecting that the nomco operators will be satisfied
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\«rare fully able to take chargo of all military dispositions StT/ffloJ 
and that we are fully able to deal with all foreign compli

cations. The worst that may happen is that wo may be blotted out 
from tho face of the earth. I am quite willing to be blotted out 
from the face of the earth so long as I can breathe the free 
atmosphore of India. (Hear, hear)”

Post-Conference Work.
CThe resolutions of the Conference were at once wired to tho 

/iceroy and the Secretaries opened negotiations with the Govern- 
nent. One member of the Committee, Pundit H. Kunzru, however, 
declined to serve as he resented the Mahatma’s attitude and the 
minimum demands that the letter made. In pursuance of tho 
compact the Working Committee of the Congress met on tho 17th 
January under M. Gandhi and pissed among others the following 
resolutions aud postponed the campaign of civil disobedience til! tho 
end of the month :—

f The Working Committee place? on record its thanks to Pandit Malaviya 
and his fellow conveners for convening the conference of persons belonging to 
various political parties in tAe country for the purpose of considering the existing 
tension, and having considered the resolutions ot the Conference the Committee, 
resolves that offeurive Civil disobedience contemplated by the Ahmedabad 
Congress be nor started till 31st day of January l'J22 or pending the result of 
negotiations vxuiortaken by the Committee of the Malaviya Conference tor a 
Pound Tahiti Conference, whichever may be the first date. ^

I’lie Working Committee considers it necessary for the purpose of creating 
ai atmosphere favourable for a successful Round Table Conference that (a) all 
niti(.cations and notices declaring illegal and prohibiting formation of 
\olunteei Corps, Public Meetings, picketing aud other normal activities of the 
Congress or the Khilafat Committee be withdrawn and prisoners undergoing 

prosecution or conviction in respect of such notices be discharged or released as 
IP" case may be ; (b) all ‘ t’atwa’ prisoners including the Ali brothers and their 
companions be released; (c) all other prisoners already convicted or under trial 
for non-violence or other inuoceut activities be dealt with and discharged iu the 
maimer appointed therefor in the third resolution of the Comerenoe j and (dj 
that fdmultam « usly with the performance of the for going acts by the Govein- 
im‘i» « concerned aud in the event of the Round Table Conference being called 
and pending such Com rent , all hartals, picki' mg and civil disobedience should 
cease m order to avoid any misuudersta7iding about the Congress demands.

Jhe \\ ml.mg Coin mill ce desire to draw the attention of the Committee ap
pointed by the Malaviya Confe-renu to the Khilu.at, Punjab • nd Swaraj claims 
an 'itat-'d publicly fr^ra time to time, or the Congress and Khilafat representa- 
tives v ill be bound to demand full settlement of these claitns?J

Sir Sankaran Nair’s Letter
Uio poaceful atmosphere for which the .'100 all-India ropresenta- 

tivijs c ( I be Malaviya Conf. ronce had been striving was, however 
shattered as if by a bomb shell by tho sudden appearance of Sir 
Sankaran Naira famous letter to tho Press iu which he roundly

M A LA VIYA  CONFERENCE [iS^BAY
11 ! npfhiog less than what I have said. I am hero to conf^jgfctllit
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r. \deJ i^ nr,og)'M. Gandhi and his activities. The following is 
tex lo f  the letter :—

’«\rC were called to confer together and devise means to come to an honour
able settlement. I have come to the conclusion along with many others that any 
further conference with Mr. Gandhi and his followers is useless or that any 
settlement will be faithfully carried out. J

It is only right that 1 should give my reasons. The signatories to the mani
festo placed certain proposals before the Conference yesterday. Mr Gandhi did 
not accept those resolutions. This morning the Committee appointed by the 
Conference, which at his own request (reasons will be apparent later), did not 
contain himself nor any of his followers framed, however, in consultation with 
him, resolutions to meet his wishes as far as possible. They also were not 
accepted by him.

In the two long speeches lie delivered he defined his own position so far as 
any conference with the Viceroy is concerned, ns follows : penitence on the 
part of the Government must be shown in order to create a favourable atrno-- 
pliere, Government must unconditionally retrace all the steps they have recently 
taken, only cancel notifications extending certain provisions of law, re I . •, ] 
Congress and Khilafat Volunteers arrested and convicted, bat all others con
victed receully under what 1 shall call ordinary provisions of the Penal Code 
ami Procedure Code. This latter demand was subsequently modified in one 
particular. This, Mr. Gauuhi said, is not due to any sympathy with them hut 
only to create a ravourahl.-atmosphere and to show penitence on the pan of 
the Government. He also caul that he was himself prepared to go to a conference 
with the Viceroy if invited by him without any conditions. This would be ill his 
personal capacity and not in his representative character. He did not, however 
believe that the time had come for a conference, as there had not been suff>r:'i ' 
enough for people to acquire control over themselves. On his owa side lie would 
cease picketing, boycott or hartal or civil disobedience till Januan Slstnneon 
ditionally, and later if the Government agree to hold a conference thorn;'! 
he must insist upon his freedom to make all active and intensive preparation 
during this period by the enrolment of additional volunteers and active nropaennda 
tu carry on his campaign of civil disobedience, picketing etc, in default of a 
satisfactory settlement This cannot be accepted. lie also put forward the 
minimum demands of the Congress Party so far as the Punjab, the Khilafat and 
Swara, ate concerned. He further expressed the opinion, referring no doubt to 
the Government—“ You dare not declare Martial Law, however far we go ”

Mr. Gandhi's followers, even those who expressed mild dissent in some 
respects support him in his attitude, the most thorough-going of his supporters 
heiug Mr. S. Sreeuivas ly  agar, some time Advocate-General'of Madras, and 
Mr b. R. Bomann who went further than Gandhi m denouncing anv conference 
with tile Government. J

These statements disclose a state of mind which would render any conference 
nugatory of any fatiBfactory result-. They will not justify us ju approaching 
the Government in association with Mr. Gandhi aud his followers for holding 
any conference.

Mr. Gandhi does not want a conference or settlement except onhieuwri 
impossible terms, and any stray observations made by him amid cloud of state
ments supporting any oth-r view are only calculated to mislead. That Govern
ment should be “ penitent” f t  their so-called misdeeds is, of c o o t s - , an 
impossible condition and would never have bcon put f “ ward by any one wishing 
for any amicable settlement.

In regard to the Punjab he emphasised the fact that the Cone- nan, 
Would be satisfied with nothing |. ss than carrying out the proposals made in
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\. \of officials but the practically impossible condition of depw^|tijii
V^pl^w td^yof Sir Micheal O’ Dwyer, Dyer etc.

reference to the Khilafat matter Mr. Gandhi said that the French 
mustrbave Syria, of course, an impossible condition. They want England to 
leave Egypt. On this it is not necessary to make any comment.

So far as Swarjya is concerned he wants at once in the Central and Provin
cial Governments full Dominion status as may be determined by duly-elected 
representatives of the people. For the election of representatives, the Congress 
Constitution as to franchise etc. should be accepted. He emphasised over and 
over again that these are the minimum demands which must be accepted by the 
Government. It seems to me that there is no good of any Government conference 
with Mr. Gandhi and his party, and it would not be right to request for a Round 
Table Conference to discuss those terms which Government will not accept. 
Mr. Gandhi himself, therefore, was quite right in saying that the Congress is 
not keen on a Conference. The failure of the Reforms Scheme to carry out the 
purpose the Parliament had in view is demonstrated by experience already 
gained. Subsequent events have shown the necessity of widening the scope of 
the Reforms scheme in.other directions. It is unnecessary here to say anything 
about the Khilafat agitation or the Punjab. In my opinion we can put forward 
a more effective method than any suggested method which is likely to meet 
general acceptance. I am, therefore, so anxious for a Round Table Conference 
with the Government about Swaraj, Mussalman feeling, about the Treaty of 
Serves and the Punjab, that l felt we should not allow, if possible, any impedi
ment to stand in our way. No minimum demands should, therefore, be insisted 
upon.

With reference to the Punjab, Khilafat and other matters, the decision of 
tie.se questions runst be left to the Round Table Conference. The Telease of 
some of the convicted persons like volunteers, and the constitution of a tribunal 
to consider the case of others are made conditions precedent to holding the 
conference. I do not object to a tribunal for re-consideration, if the Govern
ment -are willing to accept the suggestion, though all the Judges are not to be 
appointed by the Government. This observation does not apply to the cases 
ui the All brothers and others in their position whose (Fatwa prisoners’) release 
is lowcver demanded as an essential preliminary to any conference. The 
( <..niand, mwever, that certain prisoners should be released before we can agree 

) sue * a c'°nfereiice must, in my opinion, be dropped if we want a conference.
gree m ne Government should not interfere with Mr. Gandhi’s movement 

us eng as th ire is no apprehension of any violence* This essential preliminary 
requiai-e of non-violence stands in our way of demanding the unconditional 
Ti casJ 0 a Pt,r8°n8 who have been recently convicted or making it a condition 
precis eu o a Round Table Conference with the Government. The admission

a any agitation should be strictly peaceful and of a non-violent character 
carries with it the admission that if violent the Government; may suppress it by 
any c gitimate and legal means and punish those who are responsible for the 
same, I bat right carries with it the responsibility of taking any steps necessary 
•> | r vent the commission of those acts, which would in all reasonable probability 

violence, which must cause suffering. If, therefore, the associations in 
question were being formed for the commission of acts which in the opinion of 

10 overninent are bound to lead to violence, or the persons now arroBted or 
convicted woo- following a course of conduct h ading to the same result, the Govt. 
or< , in my opinion, not ordy entitled but justified in taking the nee saary steps to 
prevent such a consummation. Whether the Government had such information 
before them, 1 am unable to say. Mr. Gandhi And certain other Members of 
Jo1 Conference ore satisfied that such evidence could, not have been forthcoming

i ___ _
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Vsjj'PWK^rap/taken by the Government and make their release a con d itp lJu j 
'■ ^ W ^ f^ o ld in g  a Round Table Conference. His possible and even probable 

rhat^tbe authorities have made mistakes in many cases. But, in view of the 
recent occuncncvs and in particular of what is now going on in the Madras 
Presidency, I am not willing unreservedly to accept that view, that the convic
tions are wrong in all cases. They arc, moreover, the opinions of persons 
almost all of whom have minimised or disbelieved the horrid atrocities committed 
by the KhlUfatUtB on tlioBc who linvo not joined them in their rebellion in 
Malabar, and thus shown their bias.

Apart from this aspect of the case, however, there is a lamentable feature 
of the situation which determines my attitude in this respect. Some of the 
persons arrested have put forward pleas which would not justify their uncondi
tional release I remember the statement of one of them, at any rate, that he 
considers himself in a state of war with the Government; of several of them 
that they do not recognise the jurisdiction of the Courts which, for practical 
purposes, means the same thing. No Government can, be called upon to 
release them unconditionally or without conditions which can be easily sur
mised. We should not make their release, therefore, a condition precedent to 
tlie holding of a conference.

As regards Messrs Mahomed Ali and Shaukat Ali and others in that, cate
gory, the Government's position is stronger. It is within the knowledge of 
Mr. Gandhi and many of us that they do not accept the principle of a non
violent agitation In view of the promise of Mr. Gandhi that he would obtain 
Swaraj within a year, if his method of non-violent agitation was followed, 
they did not preaa foj vj0ience. That year has elapsed and the Mussulmans 
feel that the pact with Mr. Gandhi is over. The well-known Mahomedan 
character, the proceedings of tiie Klnlafat Conference and of the Muslim League 
speech on this point by the President, who represents the views of the All 
Brothers and their friends leave no doubt in my mind that the Mussulmans 
are not under the restraint of the self-imposed obligations of Mr. Gandhi, 
and satisfy me that thi y will not hesitate to resort to violence not only again, r 
the Government but also against others who may not join them in their agita
tion. Itecent occurrences also support this. All those circumstances point 
to tlie conclusion that they and their friends will continue the agitation on 
their release. I do not think it right therefore, to insist on their unconditional 
release or make it a condition precedent for a conference with the Government. 
The only ground of differentiation, the superior obligation to follow religious 
injunctions even against tile laws of the country, has only to be stated, in view 
of what is happening m Malabar, to be discarded. It is on tlie other hand a 
strong argument against their unconditional release winch would leave them free 
to follow tiie line’  of conduct declared illegal by the Court and may be attended 
by disastrous consequences.

An additional reason is the fact tlm Mr. Gandbi and bis friends and the 
accused tbemselveB welcome arrests and convictions. I trust, therefore, that 
I shall not be deemed uncharitable if I sta: that the demand for release by 
them is for the humiliation of the Government or to preclude a Bound Table 
Conference aa suggested It is possible that the refusal to release these persons 
“ ight be used as a pretext for Civil Disobedience, the non-payment cf taxes, 
tdo. The movement will then staml naked in all its illegality and hldeousmss.
It is a fitting consummation of the policy which had its origin in the false 
promise of tlie attainment of Swaraj within a year,-a statement oalonlated an I 
therefore made to mislead the ignorant masses, which all na intelligent sup
porters must have known to be impossible of attainment, supported by scheu s

19



I * labaSSned ine after another in succession when the suffering caused
futility exposed their absurdity and the incapacity for pfllijif}! j  

^%deWhM//of the leaders, and which in its later stages, when its consequences 
be^hUi-icpparent, has led to bloodshed, butchery of thousands, untold misery 
for thousands of women and children, the ravishment of thousands of women. 
Civil Disobedience is necessarily bound to lead to bloodshed in the existing 
civil and political conditions, and if carried out on an extensive scale will 
drench the country in blood.

The movement of which Mr. Gandhi is the head has attained these propor
tions on account of the culpable weakuess of Lord Chelmsford’s Government 
whose policy was continued by the new Government. There can be no excuse 
now that the character and consequences of the movement have become apparent. 
A foreign Government inimical to Indian progress would watch with indiffe- 
• ence, if not satisfaction, the mutual slaughter that must follow disobedience. 
Being of opinion that L cannot associate with Mr. Gandhi and bis followers 
in asking for a conference or in any other respect for reasons, some of which 
Ur.- given above, and differing from the conference on those vital questions 
which the conference agrees with Mr. Gandhi. I have felt bound to leave the 
conference of which 1 was the Speaker at the close of the Committee.

(Sd.) C. Sankaran Nair.

“ P. S. Since writing the above I am informed that the resolutions passed 
alter l left the conference leave the case of the Ali Brothers also to the proposed 
tribunal. If bo the terms of  the resolutions are calculated to mislead the ordi
nary reader. However, it does not affect the remarks made by me as their case 
is not one tout should be referred to any tribunal.

This letter created a great sensation at the time, It further 
strengthened the hands of the Govt, in their ruthless policy of reac
tion and repression, backed by the united voice of the Anglo-Indian 
community who, never toe friondly with Sir Sankaran ever since his 
bold resignation in 1919 from the Govt, of India Council owing to its 
policy of whittling down the Reforms” , now found in him a conveni
ent handle to decry Gandhi, and still more, the moderate politicians 
who like I audit Malaviya, were trying to establish peace in the land. 
Indians as a class, however, felt scandalised, for Sir Sankaran Nair’s 
attit 'd - looked as a sort of betrayal of the Indian cause, and further 
it. once more showed up how easily the Indian community could 
lend ttnelf to the time-honoured policy of ‘divide and rule’ of an 
irresponsible self willed bureaucracy. For, at pnee the Government 
through ns machinery of propaganda and through tbo Anglo-Indian 
I ross gave the widest publicity to Sir Sankaran’s views and tried to 
discredit the bona-fide intentions of tho Mahatma. Sir Sankaran’s 
•” rs(jlia| animus of G andhi and his views got the hotter of his sense 
oi public duty at a critical stage of the country’s political growth 
where a solid volume of moderate opinion was sought to be created 
iO .jold in balance the extreme activities of the non co-operators on 
uio hand and the Government on the other At the closing sceno 

llio committed meeting on the ! 5th January, Sir Sankaran created

' I
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H » nr f y sboutine at Gandhi : “ either you must get ou ^ M tllc  
'1 . r,r" 1 must g0’ ”  t0 wl>ich the Mahatma smiled and

of us need go , I shall not desert you, nor should you 
unaert me.” Sir Sankaran, however went out and with him went 

, all hope of an honourable settlement.
As a counterblast, the Secretaries of the Committee, Messrs 

Jinnah, Jayalcar and Natarajan, wrote to the Press in their indivi- 
dual capacity contradicting categorically some of the allegations 
made by Sir Sankaran. Mr. S. Srinivas Aiyangar, for somotime 
Advocate-General of Madras, Sir P. C. Roy and Messrs Bomanji, 
Baptista, Rajagopalachary, Dr. Syed Mahmood, the Secretary of 
the Khilafat Committee and many others including the Mahatma 
himself also wrote to tho Press contradicting much of the rash and 
angry statements made by Sir Sankaran, and the Secretaries of the 
Committee issued the following Press-note :—
„ , ’̂ 'e reSret that we have to make this statement because the letter of Sir

. nKaran Nair contains some statements with regard to what took place in the 
committee meeting which are not strictly correct. We should have preferred 
o remain silent because the proceedings of a Committee meeting should not go 

oetore the public ; but as Sir Sankaran Nair has referred to them, we deem it 
necessary to publish this correction having regard to the gravity of the situation 

bir Sankaran Nair’s letter conlains an expression of opinion on many 
important points relating to the present tension in the country. We are not con
cerned with them here ttor with the explanations given by Sir SaAkaran Nair 

The reasons why Sir Sankaran Nair withdrew from the Conference at th 
close of the proceedings of the Committee on the second day have been explicitly 
stated by him in hiu letter. Tncy are :—

G) That he could not associate himself with Mr. Gandhi and his followers 
>n asking for ; Conference or in any respect.

.. fi)  Th»t ho differed from the m arbors of the Committee on some of the 
y>>nl questions, -deluding tho sugg- t. rms precedent to the hold r -  of 
wound Table Conference. 'fc
invit'd*!'* t0 thc,fir“t r<a?° ' we bave ‘o state that Mr. Gandhi v..invited to the mooting of the Committee to state in clear terms the views of ! 
party as a proiae.nist. The main object of doing so was to elicit and recor. 
nis Views with the object (i) of placing them before the Government and ti .

and (2) ot exploring all possible avenues of arriving at a common has 
witu tho views of the other political parties who took part in the Confcrenc 
u stating his views, therefore, Mr. Gandhi was necessarily representing 11..: 
xtreme position of lna party ; but we may ment-ou that some of the Resolutioi - 
moh were finally adopted by the Conference represent a working comprorai 

on one or two important points a*rived at between divergent views iucludir 
those of Mr. Gandhi.

An regards tho second reason for tiir Kankaran Nair’s withdrawal, we won 
observe that the Committee was mainly composed of Liberals and Independent 
-on-co-operators having, by their own wish, been excluded from the Committ, 

a may add that tho Committee was practically unanimous in tho propusa i 
cm ooled in t'.e several Resolutions pnsFed at the Conference.

* Bnder tiles,i circumstance? wo arc constrained to observe that Sir Sarknri;
R proper attitude, as the Chairman of the Committee, was to see lluit ,

y ‘/ t ^ ^ i 9 2 2 j  6lit SANKAHAWS LETTER C r f f l
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( s vP'jS m 8 </>i-Eithc members thereof, aa disclosed in the course of the dis^g^ols* 

y focussed in the several Resolutions. He could have cver  ̂ y  jfe 1 
\%^o^trrte^med his dissent from the Resolutions. Unfortunately, he went further 

Towards the close of the discussion, he developed an independent 
line oE thought and said he would “ smash the Conference” and hold another 
from which Mr. Gandhi and his party would be excluded. The Committee 
thought that such a procedure was beyond Sir Sankarau Nair’s rights as a 
Speaker ot the Conference, and on other grounds also the Committee were not 
prepared to go to the lengths which their Chairman wished to take them.

Sir Sankaran Nair’e letter contains one or two statement of facts which 
requires to be contradicted. So far as we can recall, Mr. Gandhi never mentioned, 
at the m i tings of the Committee, the evacuation of Egypt by the British. He 
only said that when Swaraj was obtained, India would not permit a single Indian 
soldier to leave the country in order to enable England to maintain her supremacy 
in Egypt against the wishes of the Egyptians.

With regard to the statement that Mr. Gandhi intended to pursue his 
“ intensive preparations*’ for Civil Disobedience during the continuance of the 
truce, we may point out that Mr. Gandhi, while pursuing these preparations, 
agreed to take no offensive step calculated to destroy the peace and harmony 
to bi maintained on both sides during the continuance of the truce.

After Sir Sankaran Nair had retired, the work of the Committee proceeded 
ami Pundit Madan Mohan Malaviya proposed a vote or thanks to Sir Sankaran 
Nair lor tho help he had given in conducting the proceedings up to that; stage, 
and hi that connection referred to his past services to the country in terms of 
the warmest appreciation.

Fate of the Round Table Conference 
L'Torfc was also made at Dilbi to bring about tho much-needed 

truce. I he Independent Moderates, the so called Democratic party 
of the Imperial Legislature, voiced tho sentiments of the Bombay 
Conference. On January 1Slh, Munshi lawar Saran moved a reso* 
lution in tho Legislative Assembly urging immediate abandonment 
uf the repressive policy of tho Government, and simultaneously iu 
the Council of State, the Hon. Mr. Pheroze Sethua moved for an 
imormal joint silting of both Houses to settle on what lines a Round 
I able Conference of all party-loaders should bo held. It was undor- 
itoinl on all sides tlut; the Vicoroy’s Calcutta utterance of the 21st 
December last showed white feather. Both resolutions woro, how
ever, defeated aftor a long and heated debate. Already the back of 
tae Malaviya Conference was broken. It soon became apparent 
that neither the 300 iilT-l ndi a "re presen tati ve leaders at Bombay nor 
i ’.o most advanced party in th L gnlature had weight enough to 
sway either the Government or the People’s Congress one away or 
t in other ; that the words of the Viceroy upon which Pundit 
.Malaviya s party had built so much were to bo taken in the same 
Wsy W the war-pledgee of hi.: chief, tho Premier of England, given 
t'1 the Mohammedans ; that both woro diplomatic utterances made 
'inner tho greatest \olitic.il exigency not to be taken on their face- 
Value in live practical polities,— the oxigeucy of the iceroy being



THE ROUND TAbLB CONFERENCE
“ \ Ŝ§|ke ybbf future Emperor of India, the Prince of Wales, tVo^Jis ' 
fvSm^|d(r 90gh the most galling reception from the people w k e r w ^  

bo wont, resulting from the criminal stupidity of his own Govern
ment, safely through Calcutta. As soon as the Prince left, Calcutta, 
Government carried on what the people took as unmitigated coer
cion ; in the name of law and order things were done which the 
people felt to be the foretasto of a Russianised administration. And 
so, while Pundit Malaviya and his  ̂ sympathisers wero making 
attempts for a round tablo conference, the non co-operators saw 
through tho game Government was playing, and never having their 
trust in tho pronouncements of the Viceroy or of the Government, 
which from long and bitter experience they had eomo to regard as 
made to the ear only to be broken in tho spirit, began earnestly to 
make preparations for a campaign of civil disobedience.^ Meanwhile, 
tho Secretaries of tho Bombay Conference wero corresponding with 
tho Viceroy and tho Government of India on the matter of the 
round table conference. On the 26th January the Private Secre
tary to \ iceroy replying to tho communications addressed said that 
‘ the Viceroy regretted that tho proposals put forward by the Con
ference should have been regarded as a response to tho sentiments 
which the Viceroy had oxprossod at Calcutta,’ and that ‘His Excel
lency was unable to discover in them tho basis for a profitable dis
cussion in a round tablo conference and no useful purpose would be 
served by entering into any detailed examination of their terms,’ 
On 30th January tho Secretaries of the Conference again wired to 
the Viceroy requesting him to reconsider the matter and expressed 
their anxiety to meet his wishos by modifying tho terms which 
wore not acceptable to His Excellency. To which no reply was 
vouchsafed. Meantime M. Gandhi had boen informed of what wss 
going on, and on the 30th January was requested by the Secretaries 
to postpone the resumption of his Bardoli oampugn for three days 
more within whieh time they oxpectod to hear from tho Viceroy* 
fhi Gandhi did, and as no reply came from Delhi, ho issued hiR 
famous letter to the Viceroy on February dth 1922 preparatory to 
the launching of civil disobedience at Bardoli

M. Gandhi’s Letter to the Viceroy

In the course of tiiis letter M. Gandhi said that it was origi- 
na%  intonded to start “ civil disobedience” in Bardoli in order to 
niark tho national revolt against the Government’s consistently cti- 
ra'nal refusal to appreciate India’s resolve regarding the Khilafat, 
tuo Punjab and Swaraj. Then the step was postponed owing to 
he Bombay riots. Meantime, virulent repression had bean started 

 ̂ the (Jovornuieut in many parts. The immediate task before the
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coW ry  therefore was to rescue from paralysis freedom of W f l c l .

/ assoo*at>on and freedom of tho Press. He further saidlX- 1
n̂ 'tlle present mood of the Government of India and the present unpre" 

pare*rstate of the country in respect of complete control of forces of violence’ 
non.co-operators were unwilling to have anything to do with the Malaviya Con- 
f-fence the object of which was to induce Your Excellency to convene a Kound 
I able Conference, but aa I am anxious to avoid all avoidable suffering I had no 
hesitation in advising the Working Committee of the Congress to accept the re
commendations of that Coufercnce,”

He then said that although the terms were quite in keeping 
with the Viceroy’s requirements as understood through his Calcutta 
speech, the Viceroy had summarily rejected the proposal. There
fore, there was nothing before tho country but to adopt some non
violent method for the enforcement of its demands. In his opinion 
rccont events were a clear departure from the civilised policy laid 
down by the Viceroy at the time of the Ali Brothers’ unconditional 
apology that tho Government of India should not interfere with the 
activities of non-co-operators so long as they remained non-violent 
in word and deed. Had the Government’s policy remained neutral 
and allowed public opinion to ripen, the adoption of aggressive 

civil disobedience ”  could have been postponed till the Congress 
had acquired fuller control over the forces of violence in tho country, 
and enforced greater discipline among the millions of its adherents. 
But lawless repression had made the immediate adoption of mass 

c i v i l  disobedience ” an imperative duty, and for the present it was ^ 
to be confined to Bardoli, though he might, under the authority con- 
’ P,rre< ° n j’ 'ra> give his consent at once in respect of a group of 

om led villages in tho Guntur District, provided tboy strictly con
t o r t e d  to the necessary conditions.

He said further :__
i ... !;'e Pe0P*e Pardoll actually commence mass civil disobedience
tn revise ,U J  uro° ? 0D| aa tile bead of the Government of India, finally
Victrd or n o t  - t r i 'f f  a."'1 Sut *rce non-eo-operat mg prisoners who are con-i ilirv | ‘ non-violent activity, and declare in clear terms the

I iil..rVh„,"iJ nr,u',,;f rf rone. will, all non-violent activiti*; in the country,
■ 0 ,cgarding the redress of Khilafat or Punjab wrongs, or 1 Swaraj,’

t rie ;, i j'urP0Be, arid even tliough they fall witbin the repressive section of 
oi.VHV. fn 'n' e or Criminal Procedure, oi of. other repressive laws, subject
aiway., to the conditiou.of non-violence.
and r  store '. !urB̂ el nrf?e y°a t0 free the press from all administrative control 

iikincY ''* v  am* forfeitnres recently impose,!. In thus arguing I am
is deem, (i ' , r to do what is to-day being done in every country which
1 1. _ ’ 0 h[ ll,'der a civilised Government. If you can sec your way to make
manifest* *"T 7I'UVW“ ,il,n seven days of the dale of the publication of this
j f ',_  ... prepared to advise the postponement of civil disobedience

‘ , !' lv? Character till the imprisoned workers have, after their discharge,
reviewed the whole situation and considered the position ■ do novo,’

J. jovernmeot makes the r. quested declaration, I shall regard it as an
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I * deb™ on its part to give effect to public opinion and shall tberefd^^rl
\* . ■nciQi t̂ivUi’ ri ia advising the country to be engaged in further moulding yux A  J 

' Opinion * vvithout violent restraint from either side, and trust to its unalterable 
Aggressive civil disobedience in that ca6e will be taken up only when 

Government departs from a policy of strictest neutrality, or refuses to yield 
to the clearly expressed opinion of the vast majority of the people of India.”

The Government Reply

I In roply the Government of India issued the following Pres3
j communique on February 6th.

*' The manifesto issued by Mr. Gandhi on Feb. 4th justifying his determina
tion to resort to mass Civil Disobedience contains a series of mis-statements.
Some of those are so important that the Government of India cannot allow them 
to pass unchallenged,
, (1) “ In the first place they emphatically repudiate the statement that they
'ave embarked on a pulicy of lawless repression and also the suggestion tiiat the 
present campaign of Civil Disobedience has been forced on the non-co-operation 
Pfirty in orqcr t0 Becure the elementary rights of free association, free speech and 
Ot a free press. “ In limine” the Government of India desire to draw attention 
0 the fact that the decision to adopt a programme of Civil Disobedience was 

finally accepted on November 4th before the recent notifications relating either 
J® the Seditious Meetings Act or the Criminal Law Amendment Act to which Mr. 
Gandhi unmistakably refers were issued. It was in consequence of serious 
â ta of lawlessness committed by persons who professed to be followers of Mr. 
Gandhi and the non-co-operation movement that the Government were forced 
to take measures which are iu 6trict accordance with the Jaw for the protection 

peaceful citizens in the pursuit of their lawful avocations.
(2) Since the inauguration of the non-co-operation movement, the Govern

ment of India, actuated by a desire to avoid anything in the nature of the 
^epreBBion of political activity, even though it was of an extreme character, 
have restricted their action in relation thereto to such measures as were neces- 
sary for the maintenance of law and order and the preservation of public 
tranquility. Up to November do 6teps save in Delhi last year were taken 
aBainst volunteer associations. In November, however, the Government were 
confronted with a new and dangerous situation. In the course of the past year 
there had been systematic attempts to tamper with the loyalty of the soldiers 
tjnd the police and there had occurred nuoierous outbreaks of serious disorder, 
directly attributable to the propaganda of the non-co-operation party, amongst 
he ignorant and excitable mai-ses. These outbreaks hud resulted in grave loss 

life, the growth of a dangerous spirit of lawlessness and increasing disregard 
. lawful authority. In November they culminated in grave riots in Bombay 
111 which 53 persons lost tlair lives and approximately 400 wounded. On the 
ŝuie date dangerous manifestations of lawlessness occurred in many other places 

,llul in this period it became clear that many of the volunteer association bad 
J.‘cn embarked on a systematic campaign of violence, intimidation and obstruc- 

0tb to combat which proceedings under the Penal Code and Code .of Criminal 
rocedure had proved ineffective. In these circumstances the Government wore 

_ Bluctantly compelled to resort to measures of a more comprehensive and drastic 
naracter. Never! hel-bs the operation of the Seditious Meetings Act was strictly 
 ̂niifed to few districts in which the risk of grave disturbances of the n ace was- 

j^ iftU y  great, and the application of the Criminal Law Amendment Act of 
jj s was confined to associate -ns the majority of the memb rs of which had 

‘Gully indtdged in violence and intimidation. It is impossible here to set



TEE GOVT. COMMUNIQUE
1 wtojn the evidence wh:ch justified the adoption of these raeasu^Ajd tie

\* provinces. Abundant proof is, however, to be,found in the pu^t^i^d j  
of the various Legislative bodies, in communiques of differenuLocal 

Nsfeet^fflents and in the pronouncements of Heads of Provinces. While resolute 
on their determination to enforce respect for law and order and to protect loyal 
and peaceful subjects of the Crown, the Government have, at the same time, 
taken every precaution possible to mitigate, where desirable, the conditions of 
imprisonment and to avoid any action which might have the appearance of 
vindictive severity. Ample proof of this is to be found in the orders issued by 
the Local Governments. Numerous offenders have been released, sentences 
have been reduced, and special consideration has been shown in the case of 
persons convicted of offences under the Seditious Meetings Act or the Criminal 
Law Amendment Act, There is thus no shadow of justification for the charge 
that their policy has been one of indiscriminate and lawless repress-ion.

(3) A further charge which has been brought by Mr. Gandhi is that the 
recent measures of the Government have involved a departure from the civilised t 
policy laid down by His Excellency at the time of the apology of the Ali Brothers, 
namely that the Government of India should not interfere with the activities 
of Nou-co-operatois so long as they remained non-violent in word and deed. 
The following citation from the communique of the Government of India issued 
on May 30th, conclusively disprove this statement. After explaining that in 
view of the solemn undertaking contained in the statement over their signatures, 
it had been decided to refrain from instituting criminal proceedings against 
M«. r •. Muhammad Ali and Shaukat Ali, the Government of India observed— ‘It 
mii=i not be inferred from the original determination of the Government to 
proiecute for speeches inciting to violence that promoting disaffection of a less 
violent character is not an offence against the law. The Government of India desire 
to make it plain that they will enforce the law relating to offences against the
, at<: aa aiili -vhen they may think fit against any persona who have committed 
breaches of it.*

^  r(-^ains for the Government of India to deal with the allegation that 
1 !l' ency summarily rejected the proposal for a conference although the
t.-nns pu or ward by the Conference at Bombay and accepted by t.he Working 
>omrn ee o the (.:ongn-8 were quite in keeping with His Excellency’s own 

lds 6Pee°b Calcutta. How far this is from 
t|ase W1 manifest from a comparison of His Excellency’s speech 

inniRt- . /rn t\11™ Pr°P08ed by the Conference. His Excellency in that speech 
i" ,L lrQPerat*ve necessity, as a fundamental condition precedent to 

in w i'- .i°U- ? aU‘* Qu,'sti°n of a Conference, of the discontinuance of the
J I,u| .l,C lvl"Ie® m toe Non-co-operation party. No assurance on this point 

r’ontrftruV°yef,f ?i!n/?lncd *n the proposals advanced by the Conference. On the 
the wni 7 1 b i e ^ ovt- were asked to make concessions which not only included 
u 'uii rav,al tlie notifications under the Criminal Law Amendment and
l , .,J Meetings Acts and tlie release of persons convicted ihereunder, but
of th v T' °aSC l’erf®ns convict -d of offences designed to affect the loyalty 

... ' rmy> a°d the submission to an arbitration Committee of the cases ot
j. 1 convicted under the ordinary law of the land, there was no suggos-
iiei \ - n<": activities of the Non-co-operators other than hartals,

» 1 * i " ,lU( r ' vd disobedi* ace should cease. Moreover, it was evident from 
•i t rT 1 . r* nt8 made Qandhi at the Conference that he intended to
r*' ^ a!.! Jh-' enrolment of Volunteers in prohibited associations and preparation

1 1 !- '«<»oedionce: FmthCr, • Mr. Gandhi also made it apparent that the
1 posei ouii l lable Conference would be called . merely to register decrees.

It. is idle to suggest that terms of this character fulfilled in .any way the

■ Co% \



/ x #  ■ G°S>\I — n \ \  ^
f p  lift l| \ ] ON C IV IL  D IS O B E D IE N C E  0 T

• (aid down by Hia Excellency or can reasonably be described as hftw|gl
\ --bvjrbnj que yn response to the sentiments expressed by bim.

Finally, the Government of India desire to draw attention to the demands 
ptit—forward in the concluding paragraph of Mr. Gandhi’s present manifesto 
which exceed even the demands made by the Working Committee of the Congress, 
Mr. Gandhi’s demands now include (1) the release of all prisoners convicted or 
under trial for non-violent activities ; (2) a guarantee that Government will 
refraiu absolutely from interference with all non-violent activities of the non- 
co-operation party even though they fall within the purview of the Indian Penal 
Code or, in other words, an undertaking that Government will indeiinitely hold 
iu abeyance, in regard to non-co-operators, the ordinary and long-established 
law of the land. In return for these concessions, be indicates that he intends 
to continue the illegal and seditious propaganda and operations of the non-co- 
operation party and merely appears to postpone civil disobedience of an aggres
sive character until the offenders now in jail have had an opportunity of review
ing tlie whole situation, iu the Eame paragraph he re-affirmB the unalterab'e 
character of the demands of hia party. The Government of India are cotiiid, nt. 
that, all right-thinking citizens will recognise that this manifesto constitutes 
no response whatever to the speech of His Excellency at Calcutta and that the 
demands made are such as uo Governmeut could discu&B, much less accept.

The alternatives that now confront the people of India are such as 
sophistry can no longer obscure or disguise. The iEsue is no longer between 
this or that programme of political advance, but between lawlessness with all 
its dangerous consequences on the one hand, and on the other, the maintenance 
of those principles which limit the root of all civilised Governments. Mass 
Civil Disobedience is fraught with such danger to the State that it must be met 
with sternness and severity. The Government entertain no doubt that in any 
Measures which they may have to take for its suppression they can count- on the 
support and assistance of all law-abiding and loyal citizens of His Majesty.

M. Gandhi's reply.
Mahatma Gandhi isBiied the following rejoinder in reply to the 

Government of India’s communique of the 6th February :—
1 have very carefully read tho Qovornmeut’s reply to my 

InL ter t0 His Eyoellency. I confoss that I was totally unprepared 
lor ,?uch an evasion of the realities of the case as tho reply betrays. 
i will take tho very first repudiation. Tho reply says:—Thoy 
Goa Government) emphatically repudiate the statement that they 
have embark d on a policy of lawless repression and also th° 
suggestion that the prosent enmpaign of Civil Disobedionce hr,s 
’fan forced on tho Non-co-operation party in order to secure t ' c 

•Momentary rights of free association, freo speech and a free PresB- ’ 
yven a cursory glanco at my letter would show that whilst 0 : 'd  

hsohedience was authorized hy the All India Congress Comm (t°o 
Meeting hold on the 4th November at Delhi, it had not com 
! ,enced. I have made it clear in my letter that the contemp!'l,v'l 
Mas;, Civil Disobedience! was indefinitely postponed on account 
Rj‘°. ’■egrettable events of (he 17th November in Bombay. The de- 
k ' ' 011 was duly published, and it is within the knowledge f the 
G°4'arnment as also tb« public that herculean efforts were ' icing

19(a)
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^wde ;tp combat the still lingering violent tendency amongmtme 

xV'IsfeHl*; /  *8 also within the knowledge of the Government at-id the ^
public that a special form of pledge was devised to be signed by 
volunteers with the deliberate purpose of keeping out all but men of 
proved character. The primary object of these volunteer associations 
was to inculcate amongst tbo masses the lessons of non-violence and 
to keep the pence at all Non-co-operation functions. Unfortunately 
t-ho Government of India lost its head completely over tho Bombay 
events and perhaps still more over the very completo hartal on the 
same date at Calcutta, I do not wish to deny that there might have 
been some intimidation practised in Calcutta, but it was not. I ven
ture to submit, that it was not intimidation but the irritation caused 
by the completeness of the hartal that maddened the Government of 
India as also the Government of Bengal. Repression there was even 
before that timo but nothing was said or done in connection with it ; 
but the repression that came in the wake of the notifications pro- I 
claiming the Criminal Law Amendment Act for the purpose of deal
ing with volunteer associations and the Seditious Meetings Act for 
the purpose of dealing with public meetings held by Non-co-operators, 
came upon the Non co operation community as a bomb-shell. I , 
repeat then that these notifications and the arrest of Deshbandbu ( 
Cbittaranjan Das, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad in Bengal, the arrest 
of 1. audit Motilal Nehru and his eo-workors in the U. P. and of Lala 
La.ipat Rai and bis party in the Punjab made it absolutely necessary 
to take up not yot aggressive civil disobedience but only defensive 
civil disobedience otherwise described as Passive Resistance, Even 
•Sir Hormuajee W adia was obliged to declare that if the Bombay 
Government followed the precedents set by the Governments of 
Bengal, . . P. and the Punjab he would be bound to resist such 
notifications, that is, to enrol himself as a volunteer or to attend 
public meetings in defiance of Govt, orders to the contrary. It isC 
thus clear that a case has been completely made out for Civil Dis
obedience unless the Government revises its policy which has resui-r 
cd in the stopping of public associations and the Non-co-operation!

> "ess in many parts of India.
Now for the statement that Government ‘ have ombarked on / 

;/>licy of lawless repression.’ Instead of an ample expression of II 
hy ;eJ; ‘I11’1 apology for the barbarous deeds that have been committed 
Go\ , '10 nalue °* law and order, i regret to find in the.
In t0rnme,lt reply a categorical denial of any ‘lawless repression-'

- is connection I urge the public and Government carefully to
o.(si i er the following facts whose substance is beyond challenge :__

l) J he official shooting at Entally in Calcutta and tho callous 
tnv merit, oven of it corpse.

xjS* Go% \
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\. \ @ ) / £ V e  admitted brutality of the Civil Guards. I i
forcible dispersal of a meeting at Dacca, and the drag- 

luK of-innocent men by their legs although they had given no offence 
or cause whatsoever,

(4) Similar treatment of volunteers in AJigarb.
(R) The conclusive (in my opinion) findings of the Committee 

Presided over by Dr. Gokul Chand Narang about the brutal and un
called for assaults upon volunteers and tho public in Lahore.

(6) Wicked and inhuman treatment of volunteers and the 
Public_at Jullunder.

(7) The shooting of a boy at Debra Dun and the cruolly forcible 
dispersal of a public meeting at the place.
, (8) Lhe looting admitted by the Bihar Government of villages
y an officer and his company without any permission whatsoever 

m any one but, as stated by non-co-operators, at the invitation of 
antar, and the assaults upon volunteers and burning of Khaddar 

n Pl'ers belonging to the Congress at Sonepur.
\J) Midnight searches and arrests in Congress and Khilafat , oitices.

I , 1 have merely given a sample of the many “ infallible proofs ”
[ d official lawlessness and barbarism. I have mentioned not even a 

. 8 ot what is happening all over the country, and I wish to state 
without fear of successful contradiction that the scale on which this 
-awlessnoss has gone on in so many Provinces of India puts into 

' Bhade the inhumanities that were practised in the Punjab if we 
except tho crawling order and tho massacre at Jallianwalla Baeh
“  is my certain conviction that the massacre at Jallianwalla Bagh
Was a cloan transaction compared to the unclean transactions dcs 
nr|bed above, and tho pity of it is that because people are not shot 
° r butchered, the tortures through which hundreds 0f inoffensive 

have gone through do not produce a shock sufficient to turn 
l perybody’s face against this Government, But as this warfare against 

miocenoo was not enough, the reins are being tightened in the jails 
, ve know nothing of what is happening to day in the Karachi jail 
■ d a solitary prisoner in the Sabarmati jail and to a beaten one iii

snares jail, all of whom are as innocent as 1 claim to be mvtolf 
D crime consists in their constituting themselves trustees of 
defi ° Dal h.0I.10ur and dignity- I am hoping that these proud and 
r ?.ant spirits will not be bent into submission to insolence masque- 
iiilis6 t.he official garb. I deny the right of the authorities ’to 

U st ° n bigh-souled men appearing before them almost nnkf-a or 
I  pal ®ny obsequious respect to them by way of salaaming with ,’ pen 
R hai ’ * “fought together, or rising to the intonation of “ Barker £(,j 
| ' No God-fearing man will do the latter even if ho has to be

1o Govr. a l l e g a t i o n s  ( @ T



\a \ standing in stocks for days and nights as a Bongal school%0 atlr
to have been.

Tor the sake of the dignity of human nature, I trust that 
Lord Reading and his draughtsman do not know the facts that I 
have adduced or, being carried away by their belief in the infalli
bility of their employees, refuse to believo in the statements which 
the public regard as God’s truth. If there is the slightest exaggeration i 
in the statements that I have made, I shall as publicly withdraw 
them and apologize for them as I am making them now, but as it is,
I undertake to prove the substance of every one of these charges if 
not the very letter, and much moro of them before any impartial 
tribunal of men or women unconnected with the Government. I 
invito Pundit Malaviyaji and those who are performing the thank
less task of securing a Round Table Conference to form an impartial 
commission to investigate these charges by which I stand or fall,

“ It is this physical and brutal ill-treatment of humanity which 
lias made many co-workers and myself impatient of life itself, and in 
the face of these things I do not wish to take public time by dealing in 
detail with wbat I mean to be abuse of the common law of the 
country, but I cannot help correcting the misimpression which is 
likely to be created in connection with the Bombay disorders, 
Disgraceful and deplorable as they wore, lot it be remembered that 
of the 53 persons who lost their lives over 45 were Non-co-operators 
or their sympathisers— the hooligans ; and of the 400 wounded, 
to he absolutely on the safe side over 350 were also derived from 
the same class. I do not complain. The Non-co operators and the 
friendly hooligans got what they deserved. They began the 
violence— they reaped the reward. Let it also not be forgotten that 
with all deference to the Bombay Govt, it was the Non-co opera
tors, ably assisted by Independents and Co-operators, who brought 
peace ( out of tho chaos of the two days following the fateful 17th.

1 muBt totally deny the imputation that “  the application of the 
Criminal Law Amendment Act was confined to associations the 
majority of the members ol which had habitually indulged in 
violence and intimidation.”  The prisons of India to-day hold some 
of tho most inoffensive men and hardly any who have either resorted 
to viol-,'i)Q0 or intimidation and who arc convicted under that law. | 
Abundant proof can be produced in support of this statement as 
ai " uf the statement of tho fact that almost wherever meetings have
b. eo broken up there was absolutely no risk of violence.

The Government .r India deny that tho Viceroy had laid down 
upon tho apology of the Ali brothers tho civilised policy of noti- 

, iuterferi uoe with tho non violent activities of Non-oo-oporators. T 
am extremely sorry for this repudiation. The very part of the

/ f A ' I ' H t i  MAHATMA’S UKPLY U ip r f )L i
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I l co|||nui)i|ue reproduced in the reply is in my opinion sufficienllnHj 

\ • NDKSbe Government did not intend to interfere with such aotivpy ^  j  
did not wish it to bo inferred that speeches promotinJTtiia^ 

alfeehidn of n less violent character were not an offence against law.
I have never stated that breach of any law was not to bo an offence 
against it, but I have stated, as I repeat now, that it was not the 

i intention of the Government then to prosocute for non-violent 
activities although they might amount to a technical breach of 
the law.

“ As to conditions of the Conference,^tho Government reply 
evidently omits to mention the two words and otherwise after 
the words “ Calcutta speech” in my letter. I repeat that the terms 
as I could gathor from “ the Calcutta speech and otherwise”  were 
nearly tbo same that were mentioned in the resolutions of the 
Malaviya Conference. What are called unlawful activities of the 
N. C. 0, party being a reply to the notifications of the Government, 
would have ceased automatically with the withdrawal of those 
notifications, because tbo formation of volunteer corps and public 
meotings would not be unlawful activities after tbo withdrawal of 
offending notifications. Even, while the negotiations wore going 
on m Calcutta the discharge of Fatwa prisoners was asked for, and 
I can only repeat what 1 have said olsewhero, that if it is disloyal 
to suy that Military or any sorvi under the existing system of
Government is a sin against God and humanity, 1 fear that such 
disloyalty must continue.

“ The Government communique does me a cruol wrong by 
imputing to mo a desire that the proposed Round-Table Conference 
should be called “ merely to register” my 'decrees.”  I did state, in 
order to avoid any misunderstanding, the Congress demands as 1 
feel I was in duty bound in as clear terms as possible. No Congress
man could approach any Conference without making his position 
cloar. I expected the ordinary courtesy oi not considering me or 
any Congressman to be impervious to reason and argument. It is 
open to anybody to convince roe that the demands of the ( ongiess 
regarding the Khilafat, the Punjab and Swaraj are wrong or un
reasonable, and I would certainly retrace my steps and, so far as 
I am concerned, rectify tho wrong. * he Government of India know 
that such has been always my attitude.

“ The communique strongly enough says that the demands set 
forth in my manifesto are even larger than those of tho Working 
Committee. I claim that they fail far below tho demands of the 
Working Committee, for, what 1 now s ’ , against total suspension 
of Civil Disobedience of an aggrossiv • charaoter is merely tho stop
page of ruthless repression, the release of prisoners convicted under



■ e°Sjx
# / ^ ^ \ \ \  t h e  Ma U A tMa 's  ilk p l y

- ( jjpjl y *4. °l®al declaration of policy. Tbe demands of tho l\Ssfci[g 
v e S ^ T 8 included a Round Table Conference. In my ma^SIJ^J 

1 fl I101' ask_ed for a Round Table Conference at all. It is true 
tbatrlhia waving of a Round Table Conference does not proceed 
from any expediency, but it is a confession of our present weakness.
1 freely recognise that unless India becomes saturated with tbe 
spirit 01 non-violence and generates disciplined strength that can 
onlj come irom non-violence, she cannot enforce her domands, and it 
is for that reason that I consider that the first thing for the peoplo 
to do is to secure a reversal of this mad repression and then to 
concentrate upon more complete organization and more construction, 
anr here again the communique does me an injustice by merely 
stating that Civil Disobedience of an aggressive character will be 
postponed until the opportunity is givon to the imprisoned leaders 
ot reviewing the whole situation aftor their discharge, and by oon- 
vt!/116fitly omitting to mention the following concluding sentences 
oi my letter If the Government make the requested declaration 
1 shall regard it as an honest desire on its part to givo effect to 
pu die opinion and shall thorofore have no hesitation in advising the 
country to be engaged in further moulding public opinion without 
violent restraint from either side and trust to its working to secure 

, .fulfilment ’ ts unalterable demands. Aggressive Civil Dis- 
dciv h " C - ' n tbat case. wld k0 taken up only when tho Government

i i 5 110111 lt s  P o d c y  o f  s t r ic t e s t  n e u tr a l i t y  o r  r e fu s e s  t o  y ie ld  to  
a n y  e x p re s s e d  ° P i , l i o n  o f  W>e v a s t  m a jo r i t y  o f  th e  p e o p le  o f  I n d i a , ’

fi - the • yoilture t0 claim extreme reasonableness and moderation
k . tue above presentation of the case.

muniquo1>coap.cIud!tlTe-‘Ke!°re the, pa? ple tharefo1'6 is not. as the corn- 
con,sequence.- on th b T  lawlessness with all its disastrous 
of those principles J v  u0 0 ha" d ? Ild on tbe otlier tho maintenance 
monts.’ ‘Mass Civff iv u ?■* th°, r°0t ° f civilised Govern - 
danger to tho Stain ^ loO(bedlenc0’ 16 adds, is fraught with such 
severity/ The ,\, -L, lfc mUBfc *je mofc wifch sternness and 
with ail its undouht-G  ̂ ? °re t^e PeoP*e Maaa Civil Disobedience 
activities of the nemfi Ida.ne®rs> and ,awless repression .of lawful 
self-rospccting men fer f , ^° t*1RV t 18 impossible for anybody of
nothing effective f i i’ , , ‘ ^  ° un^now" dangers to sit still and do 
men are going on u 8 °0/,IDg 01 1,roPerty a,'d assaulting of innocent

Kmng on all over the country in the name of law and order.”

The Dardoli Preparation for Civil Disobedience.

the Mndr«rPresidmicv'were th® ■ Botnb:li' Residency and Guntur in r residency were making strenuous preparations to launch



' • \ campaign. Similar preparations were made in Chit\?fcpi.£
parts of Assam, in many districts of Southern In d i^ J * -^  

x^ehariWhd some parts of the Punjab and C. P. It is impossible here 
to describe in detail the mad orgies of repression that followed ; 
imprisonment, distraint, armed police, all the inexorable machinery 
preserving ‘ law and order ’ were set in motion. But it helped only 
to stiffen the oppressed. Hundreds and thousands of hhaddar-clad 
volunteers went, smilingly to prison. Taxes were held up at many 
places, awaiting the word of command from Gandhi. On 2Gth 
January M. Gandhi left bis Safyagraha Asram for Bardoli where he 
settled down to lead the ‘no tax’ campaign in person. On January 
30th, all the people of the taluk were called together in a big con
ference where the Mahatma made a long speoch emphasising all the 
preliminary requisites for the coming struggle. All signified their 
unswerving assent. A resolution was passed that the Bardoli 
Talu.t, having fully grasped and  satisfied  Congress conditions of civil 
disobedience, the conference gave riotico to the Working Committee 
of the Congress that if it did not pass a prohibitory resolution, and 
if the Round Table Conference did not come off, Bardoli Taluka 
would begin mass civil disobedience under the guidance of Mahatma 
Gandhi and Vallabbai Patel.” Regarding this conference Gandhi 
wrote in bis paper ‘ Young India’ :—

B ard o li has come to  a m om entous decision. I t  has made its  f in a l and 
irrevocab le  choice. V ith a lb h a i Pa te l, the  President, addressed a conference of 
the  representatives o f the  T a lu lta  in  a speech im pressive fo r  i t s  w a rn in g . H e 
c e r ta in ly  d id  n o t m ince  m a tte r. There was an audience o f K tlAD D AK -c lad  re
presentatives n um b ering  4,000. There were live  hundred w om en, a large m a jo r ity  
o f whom  w e r e  also in  k h a d u a R .  They were in terested  and  in te re s t in g  lis te n e rs .
I t  was an audience o f sober, responsible m en and wom en w ith  a stake.

I  fo llow ed  V ith a lb h a i and w ent th rou g h  every one o f the  c o n d itio n s  of 
mass c iv i l disobedience la id  dow n bv the Congress. 1 to o k  the  sense o f the 
m ee ting  on  every one o f the cond itions, separate ly. The y  understood the 
im p lic a tio n s  o f H in d u -M u s lim -P a fs i-C h r is tia n  u n ity .  T he y  re a lis td  the  s ig n if i
cance and the  t r u th  o f non-vio lence. They saw w h a t the  re m o va l o f un touch- 
a b il i ty  m e a n t; they were prepared, n o t m ere ly  to  take  in to  N a tio n a l Schools, 
h u t also to  induce ‘ untouchab le ’ ch ild ren  to  jo in  th e m ;  th e y  have bad no 
ob jec tion  to  tbe ‘ untouchab le ’ d ra w in g  w a te r fro m  the  v illa g e  w e lls . They 
kn ew  th a t  the y  were to  nurse the “  un touchab le”  s ick  as th e y  w o u ld  nurse th e ir  
a ilin g  neighbours. They  knew  th a t  they could n o t exercise the  p riv ileg e  o f 
non -p a ym e n t o f revenue and o ther fo rm s o f c iv i l  disobedience u n t i l  they had 
purified  themselves in  the m anner described by me. They k n e w , too, th a t the y  
had to  become in d us triou s  and sp in  th e ir  ow n  ya rn  and weave th e ir  ow n  K H a i i - 
O A ii, And la s t ly ,  they were ready to  face fo r fe itu re  o f th e ir  m ovables, th e ir  
c a ttle  and th e ir  land . They w, re ready to  face im p riso n m e n t and  even death,
■ f necessary, and they  w ould  do a ll t j i is  w ith o u t  resen tm ent.

There  was an  old d issen tien t voice on the  q uestion  o f u p  touch  a b i l i t y .  H e  ■ 
said th a t  w h a t I  6aid was r ig h t in  the o ry , h u t i t  was d ifH cuti in  pra t i  ■ to  
break dow n the custom a ll of a sudden, I drove the  p o in t home b u t the audience 
had marie up its  m ind .

iV i0 > C m  TEB b a r d o l i  p r e p a r a t i o n s  J m



i f  W $  V | ' THE BAim niA PREPARATIONS [ m b M i
\ • V âr8cr meeting, I had met the real workers about fifty in rjuSblr, i

meeting Vithaibhai Patel, some workers and I conferred together and A 
we wouhl pass a resolution postponing the decision for about a fort

night, to make the Swadeshi preparation more complete and removal of untoucb- 
ab.lity more certain, by actually having untouchable children in all the sixty 
National Schools. The brave and earnest workers of Bardoli will not listen to 
the postponement. They were certain that more than 50 per cent of the Hindu 
population were quite ready about untouchability and th6y were sure of being 
able to manufacture enough khaddar for their future wants. They were bent 
on trying conclusions with the Govt. They bore down every objection raised 
by Vithaibhai Patel, and Abbas Tyabji with his hoary beard and ever-smiling 
face wa9 there to utter the warning. But- they would not budge an inch from their 
position and so the resolution which [ give below was unanimously passed :— •

‘ After having fully understood and considered the conditions as essential 
for tue starting of mass civil disobedience, this Conference of the inhabitants of 
the Bardoli Taluk resolves that this Taluk is fit for mass civil disobedience.

This Conference is of opinion : —
(a) That for the redress of India’s grievances, unity among Hindus, Mahome

tans, Parsis, Christian and other communities of India is abosolutely necessary.
(b) That non-violence, patience and endurance are the only remedy for the 

redress of the said grievances.
(■■) That the use of the spinning-wheel in every home, and the adoption of 

hand-spun and hand-woven garments to the exclusion of ali other cloth by every 
individual are indispensable for India's freedom.

(d) lhat Swaraj is impossible without complete removal of untouchability by the Hindus.

^ T * IU' *orY Jc people’s progress and for the attainment of the freedom 
tl.v, im.'S to sacrifice movable property, to suffer imprisonment and, if necessary, 
to lay down one’s life, is indispensable.
, j. . ^ 0Q̂ TenCl: hopes that the Bardoli Taluka will have the privilege to 
informs ti .°\v JV fore8a*d sacrifices, and this Conference hereby respectfully 
-l < ie or n. l . .0rf, g (’om,n,t;tee that unless the Working Committee otherwise 

-'int ] - p 8 '* 1 r°Pl,|’,',d Bound Table Conference is held, this Taluka will
,','r : lii;r' 0Ul1 diruM ienee nruler the advice and yuldanoe ofMr. eml tho Urcsideat of the Conference.

... IV I,'1."! J?,1,111Jl]'r ? rr -’omiil1 lull' 'but those taxpayers of ti..' Taluka who lire
’ .5,., I .. . /' " hy *li- conditions laid •I'nwu bjr Uio QongriM (»r

.. ... . - ' - 1 u<e, will retain, till further instruction, from paying loml
' r,i"1 0,11 1 tftWk due to the Government "
w il l s r.....,'V “ JWB tllu  ,1=UB ' 'lVl10 know s w he the r the m en and w om en o f B a rd o li
11,» liam i le repression that Government may r.-sort to 1 God only knows. In 

Vh to He must finish it.
mit/hf *iave Acted hitherto in a most exemplary manner. They
Ti v ir i v,i\pr,° 11 Jited the Uoufercnoe. They did not. They know the workers. 
m,r h,,.rt 1’ i removed them long ago. They have not done so. They have 

" l '1 *tu any of the activities of the people. They have permitted 
V ' ■ ni'* w-all preparations. I have watched their conduct with wonder and 
„ .Mi* *'r' -av- op to tho time of writing behaved in a manner

worcuy of chivalrous warriors of old. In this battle of peace it ought not to
' If the battle coiuinues in this fashion, it will end only in one

w'ay Whoever has the ear of 85000 men and w, men of bardoli will gain 
the day. h

■ g°%\



( s t W r V t f 221 ^  C lV [L  d i s o b e d i e n c e  ( .  s«5
I  l H , 2 l le ^ iorkin" Committee has to sit an 1 pass its judgment upon Ik W lIs  

' I S J  V Viceroy has still choice amt will hare yet another c h o ic e T ^ -iif
\ 0t har,7 ’ wattt o£ Pr«Paratio“ > of thought, no charge of'Mil it bj poasibljto bring against the people of Bardoli 

^Therefore—
Lead kindly Light, amid the encircling gloom,
Lead Thou me on ;
The night is dark, and I am far from home,
Lead Thou me on.

‘ Next day the Working Committee of the All-India Congress 
Committee held a meeting in Surat with the president Hakim Ajraal 
Khan in the chair and passed the following resolution: —
T  |T *'U ,WorkinB Committee, haring considered the resolution of the Bardoli 
faiuUa Conference regarding mass eiril disobedience, desires to congratulate 
the people of that Talnka upon their self-sacrificing resolre to oiler mass civil 
disobedience and wishes them every success in their patriotic effort.

The Working Committee advises all other parts of India to co-operate with 
th : people of Bardoli faluka by refraining from mass or individual c i v i l  <ijs_ 
obedience of an aggressive character, except upon the express consent of 
Mahatma Gandhi previously obtained, provided that in no case shall there be 
any relaxation in the conditions, laid down therefore either by the All-India 
Congress Committee at Delhi or by the Congress at Ahmedabad, provided 
further that this resolution shall, in no way, be interpreted so as to interfere 
with the present defensivi civil disob-dience going on the country whether in 
respect of notifications under the Orindnal Law Amm lment Act or the Sedi
tious Meetings Act or orders under the ordinary law of the country restricting 
the liberty of citizens. b

The Working Committee advises the people throughout the provinces to 
pay up Government tax, whether directly or indirectly through Zemindars or 
Taluqdars, except in such eases of direct payment to Government svhere the 
previous consent has been obtained from Mahatma Gandhi for the suspension of 
payment, preparatory to mass civil disobedience.

The Chauri Chnura 1 ragedy.
It was llius settled that I ho *no tax' oampaign was to In first 

started at Bardoli, and then other districts will follow if tiny can, 
after satisfying all tho conditions of the Congress, j l io  non-co- 
operation leaders of Guntur, however, pressed M. Gandhi to give 
them permission to start at once on the 'no-tax' campaign. Already 
they had stopped payment of land revenuo to Government, and in 
consequence an awful policy of repression was facing them. Gandhi 
hesitated to give his consent. He wanted to see whit his own 
Bardoli could do, Once more, however, Gandhi’s h n>o° proved short- 
ived, and his action premature.., When the whole qf India was 

watching in awful suspense the i nposuble daring of the Mahatma 
and his small band of followe . with their preparations at Bardoli 
for the freedom’s battle” , news came like a thundei1 c]ap 0{ a 
ehasily mob onlrago at Chauri Chaura in U. P. On the 5th 
February tho whole of I n d ia  was shocked to hear Hat on the 

20



( f f & w  TEE cnAUR1 CHAURA tragedy f . \
' \ jgfj^ioifts*’ /night a mob of 3000 men headed by several hundrcds^oj 

Congress volunteers had killed, maimed and burned to death 
X̂ lgoUcSS-'in the station oi Chauri Chaura in the Gorakhpur Dt. Cbauri 

Chaura is a police station 15 miles from Gorakhpur. The Police build
ings were within a 100 yards of the Ry. station and the Post and 
Telegraph office. The whole of the police station was burnt to cinders 
along with its 22 policemen whoso charred and mangled remains 
made a hideous sight. The story of the outrage is given below:—

The local Bazar, called Mandera bazar, had been for somo time 
past the scone of vigorous picketing which was so far successful 
that foreign cloth was excluded and the drink shops had no custom. 
This v.as resented and resisted by the local zimindar, the owner of 
the bazar. On February 1st, B. Gupteswar Bingb, reputed to bo a 
very zealous police-officer for which he was in bad odour in that 
district, with a police force visited the bazar, and is alleged to have 
beat somo of the volunteers engaged in peaceful picketing. Amongst 
the picketers t.hero he recognised one government pensioner whom he 
threatened with a warning that his pension would cease. These events 
led all the volunteers of the surrounding villages to assemble at 
i.tumri, a neighbouring village, on Saturday the 4th February. They 
were believed to have numbered five or six hundred and accompanied 
by a very large crowd marched to the tbana with evident intention 
of mischief. The strength of the mob is variously estimated at 
between three and five thousand. The procession halted in front 
of the tbana. Thu volunteers, it is said, demanded to know why 
the Sub Inspector beat them on the previous bazar day, expressed 
their determination to picket the bazar that day, and askod the 
pd.'ce to prevent them from doing so if they dared, Some neutrals 
act'd as peace-makers and managed to pacify the volunteers who 
then moved on. When the major part of the mob had moved on to 
some distance a hue and cry was raised in the rear. It appears that 
the police roughly handled some of the stragglers iu the rear. 
Upon this the mob returned and began to throw brick bats.

1 hi armed police, it is stated, at first fired a volley in the air 
V'l( Ending it produced no effect, they fired on the mob. How 

"£ ’-ho firing lasted is not known, hut the dead bodies of only two 
Moil's w,jre found near the thana. Moro might have been taken
:r\ iv i y (l,i mob. In spite of the firing the police were overpower
ed by the m Vj.

I ho jiolicomen thon seeing no loophole of cscapo made for 
1 " root's and bolted the dooi from the iusido. The mob then
' i  no t' 'ho building. Some d  the policemen perished in the 
■nn-.-s end those who were driv. n nit by the heat, and smoko were 
m,f illy ssaulted, besmirched in kcrosinc, and thrown back into



( '  ^ha||ffiroj there to suffer further torture until life was extinWJ^ Dt 
waWltogother a ghastly crime scarcely lees horrible than th^jaJs—̂  

Europeans at Amritsar in 1919. The brutality of the 
outrage and its unprovoked character combined to deal a staggering 
blow to Gandhi, and at first he refused to believe all that appeared 
in the newspapers. Gradually as details came from prominent 
loaders the truth unveiled was more horrible than the scaring head
lines in Anglo-Indian journals. The appalling possibilities of non- 
co-operation in the hands of the proletariat suddenly flashed in men’s 
minds. There was an universal feeling that so long people had been 
funning thoughtlessly upon the edge of an abyss into which they 
tnight at any moment be precipitated. And from previous experience, 
a retribution of equal brutality was expected. All ears were strained 
to hoar the booms of another Jallianwalla.

There was another mob-outbreak at Bareilly which was, how
ever, suppressed by armed police before any mischief was done. 
The tragedy at Gorakhpur and the incidents at Bareilly charged 
the atmosphere with a stifling senso of disgust of non violent non- 
po operatiun.’ Some fifty prominent leadors of the U. P. at once 
issued a manifesto condemning the conduct of the volunteers. Mr. 
Devadas Gandhi, son of M. Gandhi, wired to his father to suspend 
bis activities. Pundit Malaviya addressed the Mahatma and urged 
bim to call an emergent mooting of tbs Working Committee. M. 
Gandhi was distressed beyond measure. He at onco left Bar- 
(ioli and came to Bombay on 9th February to see Pundit Malaviya, 
blossrs. Jayakar, Natarajan, Jinnah and other independent politi
cians of Bombay who had been endeavouring to bring about the 
^ound Table Conference, Suspension of Congress activities was 
strongly urged. Gandhi submitted. Pundit Malaviya and other 
'"embers of tba Conference Committee were thereupon invited to 
corne to Bardoli. The two parties met, Pundit Malaviya and the 
'"dependents prevailed, and the result was the famous Bardoli 
'"solution on suspension of civil disc! dience.

The Bardoli Resolutions
The Working Committee of Congress met at Bardoli on the 

n th  and 12th February 1922 and passed the following rosolr.i :ous:-—
,, (1) The Working Committee deplores the inhuman conduct or tin- n, >1. at

Chaura in having brutally murdered constables and wantonly burned 
"’hce thana, ami tenders its 8>ir uithy to the families of the bereaved. 

r  (2) In spite of the nation’s repeated warnings, every tiro ‘ mas? ci v , :
. ' '"hence las been imrmuent, some popular violent outburst has taken plan*, 

&ting that a atmoepl i in the «'om try is not non-violpnt 
civil disobedience, the latest, instance being the tragic and terrible < v, nlB 

t, ^hauri Chaura near Gorakhpur. The Working Coi.. . ' ce of the ( Vnur, rS| 
tr<jfore, residue that mass civil disobubcncc, as contemplated at. T’.nrd di and

Tim ciu in n  cuauka  'i b a g e l y  f A {v



UlK iJAliDOLl liklOLUTlOV  [ mTI^o u
i f  su-wnded and instructs the local Congress Committees ®i/hV¥h

( * 1 J ’̂ T T  cu*tiTa,lirfi to pay the land revenue and other taxes riafcjW Ae 
A-r,,M^e- Pa^tnenfc ° f  which might have been suspended in anticjpy.ftn J  

V ^^C Z B i^yC ivil disobedience, and instructs them to suspend every other pre- 
X ^arajffiy activity of an offensive nature.

(3) The suspension of mass civil disobedience shall be continued till the 
atmosphere is so non-violent as to ensure the non-repetition of popular atrocities, 
sue ; as at Gorakhpur, or hooliganism, such as at Bombay and Madras repeti
tively on November 17th 1921, and January 13th last.

. }.  ̂ arde[ to promote a peaceful atmosphere, the Working Committee
ar V1S03, till further instructions, all Congress organisations to stop activities 
especially designed to court arrest and imprisonment, save the normal Congress 
activities including voluntary hartals, wherever an absolutely peaceful atmos
phere can be assured, and for that end all picketing shall be stopped, save for the 
bona-fide and peaceful purpose of warning the visitors to liquor-shops against 
the evils of drinking. Such picketing is to be controlled by persons of known 
good character and especially selected by the Congress Committee concerned.

r ii ^  orking Committee advises, till further instructions, the stoppage
°t all volunteer proceEsioris and public meetings merely for the purpose of defiance 
of the notifications regarding such meetings. This, however, shall not interfere 
with the private meeting of the Congress and other Committees or public meet
ings which are required for the conduct of the normal activities of the Congress.

(G) Complaints having been brought to the notice of the Working Commit- 
t<c‘ that ryots are not paying rents to the Zamindars, the Wo: king Committee 
acviprc; Congress workers and organisations to inform the ryots that such with- 

? ‘‘f rfllt, is contrary to the resolutions of the Congress, and that it is 
miuru'us to the best, interests of the country.

fTh.p Working Committee assures the Zamindars that the Congress 
110 w*y intended to attack their legal rights, and that even 

■ ooaht bv nntnal W1'.ranees, the Committee desires that redress should he
181 Cnmnlr ‘ cn" FU' tat>on alld by the usual recourse to arbitration, 

that in the form,7L  been brnuKhMo the notice of Working Committee
and that insistene-, ToI“n.tefJ corPs Breat ,axity prevails in the selection, 
khaddar and on the fnii laul "ntb<’ ful1 use of hand-spun and hand-woven 
of untonehabilitv nor ob6crvan°«.by the Hindus of the rule as to the removal 
believe fully in the oh. , oare bc',nB taken to ascertain that the candidates

- ‘s t s r  iw  - -
nut to the full the ConureM r  W °P>nio1'that unless Congressmen carry
isued bv tin Work in 7 cT " . restitution and the resolutions from time to time 
P o d M * 1o r ? U H m,“ ee' *  ’S not ',068ible t0 its objects «•*-

be spl îanv® eom’omrt KrEoluti°newill have effect only pending the meeting, to
subject to confirm tion’ l ^  c 1" '1" Congress Committee and thereafter
POF ibl • -,ft-r e m i m i i o t i V l '  ecrc,ary cali Eucb a meeting as soon as •‘Her consultation with Hakim Ajmal Khan.

,̂||(1 Work of Congress Organisation
mass mind iTfts a ',owerful Ptoof of the fact that the
a, live and dm., r,nn J  m L  ~  ’ *?! ' ' \ d' of non-violence as the integral, 
criminate acceptance , f '  , ,vl1 Disobedience, and wbereaB the reported indie- 
instructions betray waft 88 v<u’nlei;TS >’> contravention of the Congress

uetrays want of appreciation of tic vital tart of Satjagtaha, and



| «h ^ R s  jif the opinion of Ihe Working Committee the delay in the a ttljL jfJt 
. ofgjtgnnjiofial aim is solely cine to tlie weak and incomplete executm™! , 

\ ’y'tariTfbc'pf/the constitution of the Congress with a view to perfecting the inhrrlln- ' '  
Mfhgflnw^tion, the Working Committee advises all Congress organisations to he 

engaged in the following activities :—
(1) To enlist at least one crore of members of the CongresB.
Note (i) Since peace (non-violence and legitimateness) and truth are the

essence of the Congress creed, no person should be enlisted who does not believe 
in non-violence and truth as indispensable for the attainment of Swaraj. The 
creed of the Congress must, therefore, be carefully explained to each person who 
is appealed to join the CongTe68.

(ii) The workers should note that none who does not pay the annual subs
cription can be regarded as a qualified Congress-maD. AH the old members arc, 
therefore, to be advised to re-register their names.

(2) To popularise the spinning-wheel and organise the manufacture of hand- 
spun and hand-woven khaddar.

Note :— To this end, all workers and office-bearers should be dressed in 
khaddar, and it is recommended that with a view to encouraging others they 
should themselves learn hand-spinning.

(3) To organise National Schools.
Note .— No picketing of the Government Schools should be resorted to. 

Best rekance should be placed upon the superiority of National Schools in all 
vital matters to command attendance.

(1) To organise the depressed classes for a better life, to improve their social, 
mental and moral condition, to induce them to send their children to the 
National Schools and to provide for them the ordinary facilities which other 
citizens enjoy.

Note :— Whilst, therefore, where the prejudice against the untouchables is 
still strong in places, separate schools and separate wells must be maintained out 
of Congress funds, every effort should be made to draw such children to National 
Schools and to persuade the people to allow the untouchable to use the 'common 
wells.

(5) To organise the temperance enmpaign amongst the people addicted to 
tbe drink habit by house-to-house visits and to rely more upon appeal to the 
drinker in his home than upon picketing

(G) To organise village and town ■* Panchayats ■’ for the private settlement 
of all disputes, reliance being placed solely upon the force of public opinion and 
the truthfulness of “ Panchayat” decision to ensure obedience to them

No te  :— In order to avoir! even the appearance of coercion, no social boycott 
should b resorted to against those who will not obey the Fanchayat’s decisions.

(7) In order to promote and emphasise unity among all classes and races arid 
mutual good-will the establishment of which is the aim of the movement 0f non- 
co-operation, to organise a School Service Department that will render help to 
all, irrespective of differences, in times of illness or accident.

Note :— A non-co-operator whilst firmly adhering to hiB Creed wj,] j  cm jt 
a privilege to render personal service in case of illness or •icp'doT.t to J 
person, whether English or Indian. acc.dcnt to every

(f<) To continue the Tiiak Memorial Swaraj Fund and to call upon every 
Congressman or Congress sympathiser to 6ave at least one hundredth t art of his 
annual income for the year 1. Jl. Every province to send everv month 25 t < r 
 ̂ nt of its income from the Tiiak Memorial Swaraj Fund to* thi siV t ,.. .. 

Congress Committee.
(9) The above resolutions shall bo brought before the forthcoming Re^ou r 

the All-lud'a Congress C tamittce fox revision, it necessary.

^LL IbblA  LUhOUll i i -  CUMMiTlEk /^'■jon
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/1 | opinion of the Working Committee, a project is necesl^UVr

‘ ' M ' T ' S  fin<llil" employment, for those who may give ur> G o v S A ltlt  
-U.SK tr> eni* '-le Committee appoints Messrs Mian Mabomekl jlalLG
^ U n'.otani, Jamnalal Bajaj and V. J. Patel to draw up a scheme for

^caftaslcrdtion by the said Special Meeting of the All-India Congress Committee.

Mahatma Gandhi on Chauri Chaura.
in the following article written in his paper "  Young India” 

Mahatma Gandhi fully explained the new position of Congress-mon 
created by the ghastly affair of Chauri Ch&ura.

God has been abundantly kind to me. He has warned me the 
third time that there is not as yet in India that truthful and non-violent 
atmosphere which and which alone can justify mass disobedience which 
cati be at all described as civil, which means gentle, truthful, humble, 
knowing, wilful yet loving, nevor criminal and hateful.

Ho warned me in 1919 when the Kowlatt Act agitation was 
started. Ahmedabad, Viramgam and Kheda erred; Amritsar and Kasur 
erred ; I retraced my steps ; called it a Himalayan miscalculation, 
humbled myself before God and man and stopped not merely mass 
Civil Disobedience but even my own which I knew was intended to 
no civil ami non-violent. The next time it was through the events 
of Bombay that God gave a terrific warning. He made me eye-witness 
°  , , ° ( , 8. ot ,ho Bombay mob on tho 17th November. The mob 
acied in the interest of non-co-operation. 1 announced my intention 
to stop t e mans Civil Disobedience which was to he immediately 
started m Bardoh. The humiliation was greater than in 1919. But 
/  A h.n jC r' '  ̂ am s,ir0 that the nation gained by tho stopping.
11 a ,s. 00 U1 l*'1blh and non-violence by the suspension.

Jl'. 10 bitterest humiliation was still to come. Madras did 
rh^nri ri^nr.1'18! JUt1I ljee<*0  ̂ *•> uot. But God spoke clearly through 
hacked to Irat' V’ m, er.stand that the constables, who were so brutally 

n ? It ' i  .8,ven much provocation. They had even gone 
v-nuld not , ' 6 V''°M Just given by the Inspector that' the people 

| .U ' Ulo ested> when the procession had passed tho 
~ n  1" tf r‘f8redl 'V th ®bused by the constables. The

( a <• l T , ° lilJ or ^Ip. bbe » o b  returned. The constables
„ ‘ I, ! !  1,tU!  ammunition they had was exhausted and they

iVi ’mfr hana for ifety. Tho mob. my informant tells me,
. . ’ iro to tbana. Tho self-imprisoned constables had
nieces pi, ° r d8air an<̂  as tbey 8" lhey were backed to * . the mangled romains were thrown into the raging flames.
• j , lf ,.c a!t-"cd that no Non-co-operation volunteers had a hand 

6 mu a uy and that the mob bad riot only the immediate 
provocation but they bad also * general knowledge of the high-handed 
jraiiiij oi the Police in that district-, No provocation can i ssibly
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I* (ou|f|y t)lfei brutal murder of men who had been rendered d e feV a fc i  
’ anfe-Who had virtually thrown themselvos on the mercy of the knJJL-i 
x M ^ v lr e t i  India claims to be non-violent and hopes to mount the 

rtrrono of Liberty through non-violent means, mob-violonce, even 
in answer to grave provocation, is a bad augury. Suppose the non
violent disobedience of Bardoli was permitted by God to succeed ; 
the Government had abdicated in favour of the victors of Bardoli : 
who would control the unruly element that must be expected to 
perpetrate inhumanity upon due provocation 1 Non-violent attain
ment of self-Government pre-supposes non-violent control over the 
violent elements in the country. Non-violont non-co-operators can 
only succeed when they have succeeded in attaining control over the 
hooligans of India, in other words, when the latter also have learnt 
Patriotically or religiously to refrain from their violent activities at 
least while the campaign of non-co operation i3 going on. The 
trugedy at Chauri Chaura, therefore, roused me thoroughly.

But what about your manifesto to the Viceroy and your 
rejoinder to his reply?’ spoke the voice of Satan. It was the 
bitterest cup of humiliation to drink. * Surely it is cowardly to 
withdraw the next day after pompous threats to the Government 
and promisos to tho people of Bardoli.’ Thus Satan’s invitation 
was to deny Truth and therefore Religion, to deny God himself. I 
Put my doubts and troubles before the Working Committee and 
°thor associates whom I found near me, They did not all agree 
'vith me at first, Some of them probably do not oven now agree 
with me. But never has a man been blessed perhaps with colleagues 
a'id associates so consideraie and forgiving as 1 have. They under
wood my difficulty and patiently followed my argument. Tho result 
ia before the public in the shape of the resolutions of tho Working 
Committee. The drastic reversal of practically the whole of the 
a8gressive programme may be politically unsound and unwise, but 
Tore is no doubt that it is religiously sound and I venturo to assure 
T o  doubters that the country will havo gainod by my humiliation 
a,)d confession of error.

" Tho only virtues I want to claim are Truth a 1 non-violence.
1 lay no claims to super human powers. I want none. 1 wear the 
“ame corruptible flesh that the weakest, of my Lellow boings wear 
jV'd am, therefore, as liablo to err as any. Tviy services bave nun; 
'hiitations, but God has up to now blessed ihern in spite of the im

perfections, For, confession of error is fine a broom that swoops 
?'Vay dirt and leaves the surface cleaner than before. 1 fool stronger 
°r my confession. And tho cause •must prosper for the retracing,

1 ever ha3 man reached his destination by persistence in deviation 
the straight path.

USPENSTON OF CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE  / ^ 3 u .
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M- GAN1)1Jl o n  f o x
\ ML lhas been urged that Chauri Chaura cannot affect &2&ioli.

V V S ^ S ^ ' r  danger, it is arguod, only if Bardolijs weak cnougtktXfto^ 
by Cbauri Chaura and is betrayed into violence. I have no 

doubt whatsoever on that account. The people of Bardoli are in my 
opinion the most peaceful in India. But Bardoli is but a speck on 
the map of India. Its efforts cannot succeed unless there is perfect 
co operation from the other parts. Bardoli’s disobedience will be 
civil only when the othor parts of India remain non-violent. Just 
as the addition of a grain of arsenic to a pot of milk renders it unfit 
as food, so will the civility of Bardoli prove unacceptable by the 
addition of the deadly poison irom Chauri Chaura, The latter re
presents India as much as Bardoli.

Chauri Chaura is after all an aggravated symptom. I have 
never imagined that there has been no violence, mental or physical, 
in the places whero repression is going on. Only 1 have believed, 
and the pages of “ Young India” amply prove, that the repression 
is out of all proportion to the insignificant popular violence in the 
areas of repression. The determined holding of meetings in prohi
bited areas I do not call violence. The violonco I am referring to is 
the throwing of brick-bats, or intimidation and coercion practised 
in strfty cases. As a matter of fact in civil disobedience there should 
he no excitement. Civil Disobedience is a preparation' for mute 
suffering. Its effect is marvellous though unperceived and gentle. 
But I regarded certain amount of excitement as inevitable, certain 
amount of unintended violence even pardonable, i.e., I did not con- , 
eider Civil Disobedience impossible in somewhat, imperfect conditions. 
Under pen’ect conditions disobedience when civil is hardly felt-. But 
the present movement is admittedly a dangerous experiment under 
fairly adverse conditions.

The tragedy of Chauri Chaura is really the index-finger. It 
shows tho way India may easily go if drastic precautions be not 
taken. If we are not to evolve violence out of non-violence, it is 
quite clear th.'t we must hastily retrace our steps and re establish an 
atmosphere of , ace, rearrange our programme and not think of 
stnrtirg mass ivil disobedience until we are sure of peace 

fi|. g retained in spite of much civil disobedience being started 
and inspite of Government provocation. W e must be sure of 

authorised portions not starting mass civil disobedience.
As it is, the Congrors organisation is still imperfect and its 

nisi ru'd ions, are still perfunctorly carried out. We have not estab- 
• nhed Congress Committees in e *ry one oi tho villages. Where we 
lave, tin y are not perfectly amenable to nnr instructions. We have 
lid probably more than ono crore of ambers on the roll. Wo arc
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(I of F0bruary ; not many have paid the four-anna^Sksi
>• CripW?!! foV the curront yoar. Volunteers are indifferently enrnBal ^ i 

they do not- conform to all the conditions of their pledge. They do 
not~-erVen wear hand-spun and hand-wovon Kbaddar. All the 
Hindu volunteers have not yet purged themselves of the sin of un- 
touchability. All are not free from the taint of violence. Not by 
their imprisonment are wo going to win “  Swaraj,”  or serve the holy 
cause of the “  Khilafat,” or attain the ability to stop payments to 
faithless servants. Some of us err in spite of ourselves. But some 
others among us sin wilfully. They join volunteer corps well know
ing that they are not, and do not intend to remain, non-violent. 
We are thus untruthful even as we hold the Government to be un
truthful. We dare not enter the kingdom of liberty with mere lip- 
homage to truth and non-violence.

' Suspension of mass Civil Disobedience and subsidence of 
excitement aro necessary for further progress ; indeed, indispensable 
to prevent furthor retrogression. I hope, therefore, that by suspen
sion every Congress man or woman will not only not feel disap
pointed but he or she will feel rolioved of the burden of unreality 
and of national sin.

Let the opponent glory in our humiliation or so called defeat.
It is better to be charged with cowardice and weakness than to be 
guilty of denial of our oath and sin against God. It is million times 
better to " appear’’ untrue before the world than to be untrue 
to ourselves.

' And so, for me the suspension of mass Civil Disobedience 
and other minor activities that wo calculated to keep up excitement 
|s not enough penance for my having been the instrument, howsoever 
involuntary, of brutal violence by the peoplo at Chauri Chaura. I 
Rmst undorgo personal cleansing. I must become a titter instrument 
able to register the slightest variation in the moral atmosphere about 
rne, My prayers must have a much deeper truth and humility about 
them than they ovidonee. And for me tbore is nothing so helpful and 
cleansing as a fast accompanied by the necessary mental eo operation.

“ I know that the mental attitude is everything. Just as a 
Prayer may be merely a mechanical intonation as of a bird, so may 
u fast bo a mere mechanical torture of the flesh. Such mechanical 
contrivances are valueless for the purpose intended. Again, just 
aa a mechanical chant may result in the modulation of voico, a 
Piecbanical fast may result in purifying the body. Neither will 
l°uch the soul within.

But a fast undertaken for fuller self expression for the attain- 
f 1ent of thô  spirits supremacy over the flesh, is a most, powerful 

lotor in one’s evolution. After doep consideration, therefore, I 
20(a)

/ / Y ^ ^ U S P E N S W N  OF CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE (J? \\
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(= 1 ajU imposing on rayseli a five days’ continuous fast permitting\g(flejf \ 
\b^\Jlfest^{y  It commenced on Sunday evening, it ends on Friday k jJL L i 

V-vJiRS^This is the least I must do. I have taken into consideration 
The.All-India Congress Committee meeting in front of me. 1 have 
in mind the anxious pain even the five days’ fast will cost many 
friends but I cau no longer postpone the penance nor lessen it.

I urge co-workers not to copy my example. Tho motive in 
their case will bo lacking. They are not the originators of Civil 
Disbbedience. I am in the unhappy position of a surgeon proved 
skill-less to deal with an admittedly dangerous case. I must either 
abdicato or aequiro greater skill. Whilst the personal penance is 
not only necessary and obligatory on me, the exemplary self-restraint 
prescribed by the Working Committee is surely sufficient penance 
for ovory one else. It is no small penance, and if sincerely carried 
out, it cau become infinitely more real and better than fasting. 
What can bo richer and more fruitful than a greater fulfilment of 
the vow of non-violence in thought, word and deed or the spread 

'mT that spirit ? It will be more than food for me during the week 
to observe that comrades are all silently and without idle discussion ! 
engaged in fulfilling the constructive programme sketched by tho 
'A orbing Committee in enlisting Congress members, after making 
s'.iru that they understand the Congress Creed of truth and non
violence for tho attainment of Swaraj, in daily and religiously spin- 
nine tor a fixed time, in introducing the wheel of prosperity and 
freedom in every home, in visiting “ untouchable” homes and finding 
out their wants, in inducing natioual schools to receive “ untouch
able children, in organising social service especially designed to 
and a common platform for every varioty of man and woman, and 

j 6 homes which the drink curse is desolating, in estab- 
is iing real panchayats and in organising National Arbitration 
;ou, a. the workers will be better engaged in these activities than 

m asung. I hope, therefore, that no one will join me in fasting 
yI. .0l 1 ‘touftn false sympathy or in ignorant conception of the 
spiritual value of fasting.

fasting and all penance must, as far as possible, be secret. 
jii my fasting is both a penance and a punishment, and a punish* 

mcn as to be public. It is penance for me and punishment for 
ini e whom 1 try to serve— for whom 1 love to live and would 

I'".1 ij love to die. They have unintentionally sinned against the 
aW3 0 , Congress, though they wore sympathisers, if not actually

cornice od with it. Probably they hacked tho constables, their 
conn lyinen and fellow-beings, with my name on their lips. Tho 
m .y v,iy ove punishes is by suffering. I cannot even wish them to 
i" arrested, But, I would let them know that 1 would sutler for

MAHATMA GANDHI ON f o T
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Ii ( ^ I ffb r jic h  tbe Congress Creed. I would advise those wH» j w «  
gusSSf uird repentant to band themselves voluntarily to the CokoT iI 1 

<J3%ftr^4>unishmont and make a clean confession. I hope that the 
workers in tho Gorakhpur District will leave no stone unturned to 
find out the evil-doers and urge them to doliver themselves into 
custody. But whether the murderers accept my advice or not, I 
would like thorn to know that they havo seriously interfered with 

1 Swaraj operations, that in being the cause of postponement of the 
movement in Bardoli they have injured the very cause they pro- 

, bably intended to serve. I would like them tc know too that this 
movement is not a cloak or a preparation for violence. I would at 
any rate suffer overy humiliation, every torture, absolute ostracism 
and doath itself to provent tho movement from becoming violent 
or a precursor of violence.

‘ I make my penance public also because I am now denying 
myself tho opportunity of sharing their lot with the prisoners. Tho 

I immediate issue has again shifted. We can no longer press for the 
Withdrawal of notifications or discharge of prisoners. They and we must 

I swfter for the crime of Chauri Chaura. Tho incident proves, whether 
1 wo wish it or not, the unity of life. All, including oven the 

administrators, must suffer. Chauri Chaura must stiffen the Gov
ernment, must still further corrupt tho police and tho reprisals that 
will follow must further demoralise tbe people. The suspension 
and tho penance will take us back to the position we occupied beioro 
the tragedy. By strict discipline and purification we regain tbe 
moral confidence roquired for demanding the withdrawal of notifica
tions and the discharge of prisoners.

‘ If we learn tho full lesson of tho tragedy, wo can turn the 
cureo into a blessing. By becoming truthful and non-violent, both 
!? lrsf)i" t “ nd il> deed, and by making the Swadeshi, that’is, the 

Ivbaddar programme complete, we can establish full “ Swaraj” 
and redress the Khilafat and tho Punjab wrongs without a singlo 
Person having to offer Civil Disobedience.”

i  —
It remains now only to relate the tale of the complete discom- 

iruro of the Mahatma. It is not proposed hero to give in detail 
j 6 0llI'rent of political affairs in the country of this period as it, will 
,;’rm the subject mattor of the next issue of this Bogister. Suffi -e 

to say that Chauri Chaura broke down Gandhi end with him 
oko down all the religious enthusiasm which for a year had 

a uP a êd the thousands of self-less workers of tho National Cor; ress
e.,.r . f '10 khilafat League, and which had served to infuse a greet 

f ,Tlt °* self-abnegation and self-purification in the leaden soul of

bSpBNSlON OF C iVIL DISOBEDIENCE  / T j l b
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I proletariate. Gradually the Guntur “  No— Tax”  c V a J In
K ^ S 0/̂ ' /VaMmaking head for a 'vholesal° civil disobedienKaTstsJ !

Mf s .Clvil disobedience, courting arrests, volunteer pro- 
P>cketing— all the array of flamboyant non-co-operation,

* ? “  ‘ y lost Jhe'r high spirit. And in high quarters responsiblo 
(lp and Politicians set themselves to a cool and calculated i
bloc- tn fl?n aS.-° h?W t0 circumv0Ilfc and deal the final knock-out ■ to tbo nationalist aspirations of the country.

fh e  All-India Congress Committee.
discus “ theannbl0i u 6 r°Presentatives ° f the people to consider and 
n L  ; the Bardoli resolution on suspension of civil disobedience a 
Ik’IcI -^6 All-India Congress Committee was arranged to bo

n ‘ ' 0-,i'”  2“ b F‘imrr > * •  A ” “ « » «  -I the Central ft-tinaiat Committoe was also arranged at the same place. 1
f v „ „  “ erdmg'y a large number of the members of tho All-India 
Congress Committee met at Iiakim Ajmal Khan’s houso in Delhi 
on February 24th. The meoting was private, as, owing to the 
application of the Seditious Meetings Act in Delhi since November 
i ; ' :  !i0 Public meetings could be held. Since tho m ornto the 
v a r S T r  the W f ki ng Co“ mittoe held informal conferences with 
to en a b lb u T 688 ! 8 W had arrived from tho Provinces so as I
r-iolu io, l  como 'o  a satisfactory decision as to the terms of tho
been called o m I ?  th° A,H' India Committee which had
A lt h o u g h ( X X ’ >ts judgment on tho decision of its executive.
followers, the e ' L T " T  °arned eroat weighfc a i his 
crux of the issues w  f£Dt nwas lu revolt “ ^ ’ ust him. Tha 
both del0J v SZ  j ,  ■ ° TC:°mmltteo Civil Disobedience,
the total a b L X l i S  T 6, There was oven a small party t o  
between the immediate f li non' co'°P ^ at,on. Tho real conflict lay I 
Bengal, the Punjab and £  7  ° £ alldhl and t,!0 >«aders from
the suspension and urged t o n X X ’ Tb<3 at7 r ®tronS,y condemned 
Disobedience and m S S  Tn m ' ° c T f ° f  of defeDsive Civil 
uture as originally contemplate?88 ^  DlSobodlence in tho I10ar

P't'bruarv, anc/h id^  Pon®ref e Committee met noxt day, tho 25th 1 
by M y, , har} a long Pitting. The main resolution was moved
while ■ S / i T t ; 1 bi  Mr' V- J - PatoL The resolution, 
activities, again Lnnt; Bardoh d?CIf,lon suspending certain Congress 
with the exeei.hV? i pr“ .tte?lly a11 the important activities 1

the t v : , r b; s r d



MElil'ii\G A T  DELHI
f  ̂ ° t ¥  Worki" s Committee. The text of tho rcsolulV&M

is given be,ow k lJ X  J
The Delhi Resolution

The AU-India Congress Committee, having carefully considered the resnln 
; T  P“ !S* by thc Working Committee at its meeting held at Bardbli on the 
I r  ■ \an,(1 1Iist-’.con,'rms tlie said resolutions, and further resolves that in

dividual Civil Disobedience, whether of a defensive or aggressive character, mav 
ie commenced in respect of particular places or particular laws at the instance 

, and upon permission being granted therefor, by the respective Provincial 
Committees, provided that such Civil Disobedience shall not be permitted unless
L t t » emCr  w°ni! - la'n  ll(nrn by the Congress or the All-India Congress Com- mittee or the Working Committee arc strictly fulfilled.

Reports having been received from various quarters that picketing reeard- 
- g foreign cloth is as necessary as liquor-picketing, the All-India Confess 

auth”r!scf. sucli picketing of a B o n a -f i d e character on the same 
1 Crmi“  1̂(5uor'P^c^efclng mentioned in the Bardoli resolutions.

The All-India Congress Committee wishes it to be understood that the 
esolutions of the Working Committee do not mean any abandonment of the 

original Congress programme of Non-co-operation or permanent abandonment of 
Mass Civil Disobedience, but considers that an atmosphere of necessary mass 
non-violence can be established by the workers concentrating upon the cons
tructive programme framed by the Working Committee at Bardoli.

| .^ll0 All-India Congress Committee is of opinion that the Congress has
attained considerable rucccsb in every item of Non-co-operation, and that tho 
Spirit of Non-co-operation which pervades tho atmosphere has strengthened the 
country, and full Non-co-operation alone will lead ultimately to real friend 
ship and equality. J menu-

The All-India Congress Committee hold Civil Disobedience to bp the riaht 
and duty of the people to be exercised and performed whenever the State 
the declared will of the people. c opposeB

Explanation
No te — I ndividual Civil Disobedience as defined in the resnlntimi j - .  , 

dience of orders or laws bv a single individual or an ascertain i tlIsob<> 
group of individuals. Therefore, a prohibited public meeting number or
ts regulated by tickets and to which no unauthorised admission !"°n
distance of individual civil Disobedience, whereas a prohibited t S. a?
the general public is admitted without any restriction is an inst-vf ° 1
Civil Disobedience. Sucli Civil Disobedience is defensive ivhm Z r ! r o o i  
Public meeting is held or for conducting a normal activity ,ih , ’u,,tc'i
result in arrests. It would be aggressive, if it is held 

r a°tlTlty' but merely for the purpose of courting arrest and imprisonment n°r“ al

i u  , T.he ^ebat6 r,oveaIod that the views put forward by Pundit
dalaviya to merely confirm the Bardoli resolution and the7 opinion 
v abandonment of civil disobedieuco and non-co-operation found no 

r e 'Port in any quarter of the house.
xhe main fight centred round two proposals: one of the 

^ ir fw tr a  and the other ol the Bengal delegates. Tho former 
he ' .  a conmiltfci- ’ of en :uiry into the working of tho Non on

,10n Programme with a view to over haul it, if necessary The 
,'1« » b9r* urged that Provincial Committees be author: 1 t0



(*  ̂ A ^ nc)®y' ^efen8I’ve civil disobedience if only they could w5fe|r8 o* 
\ ^ ^ , ' 7 eSSary atmosPbere of non-violence and if the moans AdliAetV 

^ rft. Peaceful, legitimate and moral. They pointed out that other 
restrictions regarding hhaddar, untouchability, etc., though necessary, 
need not be made an indispensablo condition for fitting them to 
launch upon a campaign of disobedience. Both the parties made 
strong and forcoful representations of their views, which when put
to tliij liouta found a largo majority against them.

rho resolution as finally draftod did not represent the Mahatma’s 
personal views which were to stick to the Bardoli docision. But the 

tJ ° f tlle extreme section, specially in view of the utterance of
0 --orQo Member of the Govt, of India in the Assembly where only 

wo days before he had exhibited a querulous and threatening dis- j
position oven against the Bardoli resolution, prevailed, and the 
Mahatma had to yield. He was moved further to make tho Delhi 
amendments by tho appeal of the ten thousand and odd volunteers 
held in prison for whom the provincial leaders made visibly agitated 
and moving appeals. Before this Gandhi surrendered. But onco 
away from tho talk and noise of the big Committee whoro ho had to 
mce fathers, brothers, mothers and sisters of the sufferers, the 
- a  at rim saw through the slip of weakness at Delhi and issued from

1 ^.jiictuni of hia Ashram at Ahmedabad injunctions not to take 
y.; isobedience seriously. His writings on the Delhi resolution is

the Cougre *>°^°w t0 8*30W bow he differed from the majority in

M. Gandhi on the Delhi Resolution
in sr,ml  w -' oss!on ■iusti l,asb of the All India Congress Committoo was 

i , *iot a more memorable than the Congress. There is eo 
I was anti^il0011'0̂ ^  VIolence> both conscious and unconscious, that 
• W s  W  y <*“ d .1,tcfally praying for a disastrous defeat. I have 

* ' 15 a miuority. The reador does not know that in South
L UP °C practical unanimity, reached a minority of sixty-
l , . ’ ' , ,?V£)U Slxte0n. and went up again, to a huge majority. Tho 

nr , 16 m°st 6°hd work was dona in the wilderness of minority. ' 
i ,Jn?w boat the only thing that the Government dread is this

' . aj0n,y  ̂ seem to command. They little know that l dread it 
more than they. I havo become literally sick of the adoration 
e O'1*oinking multitude. I would feel certain of my ground, if ’

.. . spat upon by them, Then there would he no need for confession 8
ima ayan and other miscalculations, no retracing, no rearranging. ifc 

f But it was not to be. e‘
, A  frlenc* warnod mo against exploiting my dictatorship.

'■ 6 knows that I had nover once used if, if only because the legal
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(* Pco® n ]%<? not yet arisen for its use. The ‘dictatorship’
w^en the ordinary Congress machinery is i-endbrlil. 1 

iiuwprkable by the Government.
,, Bar from my consciously or unconsciously exploiting my 

dictatorship’ ’ , I have begun to wonder if I am not unconsciously 
allowing myself to be ‘exploited.’ 1 confess that I have a dread of 
it 6uch as I novor had bofore. My only safety lies in my shameless
ness, I bavo warned my frinndB of tho Committee! that I am incnr 
rigiblo. I shall continue to confess blunders oaoh time the pooplo 
commit them. The only tyrant 1 accept in this world is the ‘still small 
voice’ within, And even though I have to face the prospect of a 
Minority of one, I humbly believe I have the courage to bo in such 
a hopeless minority. That to mo is the only truthful position.

“ But I am a sadder and, I hope, a wiser man to day. I see 
that our non-violence is skin deep. We aro burning with indigna
tion. Tho Government is feeding it by its insensate acts. It 
seems almost as if the Government wants to see this land covered 
'with murder, arson and rapine, in order to bo able once more to 
claim exclusive ability to put them down.

“ This non-violence therefore seems to be due merely to our 
helplessness. It almost appears as if we are nursing in our bosoms 
tho desire to take revenge the first time we get the opportunity.

“ Can true voluntary non-violence come out of this seeming 
forced non-violence of the weak? Is it not a futile experiment I 
aM conducting? What if, whon tho fury bursts, not a man, woman 
or child is safo and every man’s hand is raised against his fellow- 
being ? Oh 1 of what avail is it tbon if I fast myself to death in 
tho event of such a catastrophe coming to pass ?

“ What is the alternative? To lie and say that what 1 know 
to be evil is good ? To say that true and voluntary co-operation 
'will come out of forced co-operation is to say that light will result 
from darkness.

“ Co-operation with the Government is as much a weakness 
. and a sin as alliance with suspended violence.

"The difficulty is almost insurmountable. Hence, with the 
Browing knowledge of the fact that this non-violence is merely 
superficial, I must continually make mistake and retrace, oven us a 
Mai: wading his way through a trnctless forest must continually stop,

I retrace, stumble, be hurt and even bleed.
U was prepared for a certain amount of depression, disappoint

ment and resentment, but I confess 1 was totally unprepared for 
fbo hurricane of opposition. It became clear to mo that the 
Workers were in no mood to do any serious work of construction.

THE D ELH I RESOLUTION C A ,\
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| 5 \ ^ 3 ? constructive programme lent no enchantment. They wwffl^nmt 
v^v^ratilhraorm association. They could not wrest power fnkuWL-i 

VjjGpjei'fiment by such humdrum reform work. They wanted to 
cluTIver ‘non-violent’ blows ! All this appoared so thoroughly unreal ! 
They would not stop to think that even if they could defeat the 
Government by a childish display of rage, they could not conduct the 
Government of the country for a single day without serious and 
laborious organisation and construction.

“ We must not go to gaol, as Mahomed Ali would say, in a 
false issue. It is not any imprisonment that will load to Swaraj.
It is not every disobedience that will fire us with the spirit of 
obedionce and discipline. Jails are no gateway to liberty for the 
confirmed criminal. They are temples of liberty only for those who 
are innocence personified. The execution of Socrates made immor
tality a living reality for us,— not so the execution of countless 
murderers. There is no warrant for supposing that we can steal 
Swaraj by the imprisonment of thousands of nominally non-violent 
men with hatred, ill-will and violence raging in their breasts.

“ It would be otherwise if we were fighting with arms, giving 
and receiving blow for blow. The imprisonment of those who may 
be ciiugj]t intimidating, assaulting and murdering will certainly 
embarrass the Government, and when they are tried, they would 
as elsewhere yield. But such is not our fight to-day. Bet us bo 
truthful. If it is through ‘show of force’ that we wish to gain 
Swaraj, let us drop non-violence and oiler such violence as we may.
It would bo a manly, honest and sober attitude, an attitude the
W-°!J . as ?ie,en ueeĉ  t0 *or ages Past> No one can then accuse us of the terrible charge of hypocrisy,

But the majority will not listen to me. Inspite of all my 
warnings ant passionate plea for rejecting my resolution if thoy 

,< not >o levo in non-violonce as indispensable for the attain
ment of our gaol, they accepted it. without a single material change.

would ask them therefore to realise their responsibility. They are 
now bound not to rush to civil disobedience but to settle down to the 
duiet work of construction. I would urge them to be indifferent to I 

1 clamour lor immediate action. The immediate action is not court- ' 
"8 'ropnsonment, nor even free speech and free association or free 

,P®n’ self-purification, introspection, quiet organisation. We have 
• ,i 11 00t hold. If we do not take care, we are likely to ho drowned
n the waters whoso depth we do not know.

Chm.irV8 D° f®  [hinking of the Prisoners. When I heard of 
tnrvtl̂ «l Ghaura, for t.bo momont I sacrificed them as the first pent- - 

t.alaot. I boy have gone to jail to ho released only by the 
strength of (ho peoplo ; indoed the hope was that the Swaraj



(| (̂ >aw ^ma)Il 'A3 t' r3t aot would be to opjn the prison-gates. Gol^Gt®
• d e f ie d  otherwise. We who are outside have tried and (&u|J  J 
v^rbo-prijs^fiora can now only gain by serving the full term of their 

rarfimaTimeut. [f chore are any who went under false pretences, 
or under any misapprehension or understanding of the movement, 
can come out by petitioning. Ttio movement will be all the strong
er for the purging. The stoutest hearts will rojoice in tho oppor
tunity of unexpectedly greater suffering. Though thousands of 
Russians have ’rotted’ in the Russiau prisons for years and years, 
that unhappy people are not yet free. Liberty is a.jilt most difficult 
to woo and please. We have shown tho power of suffering. But 
we have not suffered enough. If the people in general keep passive- 
y non-violent, and if only a few are actively, honestly and know

ingly non-violent in intent, word and deed, wo can reach the goal 
!n the quickost time with the least suffering. But we shall indefi- 
mtely postpone the attainment, if we send to prison men who har
bour violence in their breasts.

Therefore tho duty of the majority in their respective pro
vinces is to face taunts, insults, and, if need he, depletion in their 
ru"ks but determined to pursue their goal without swerving an 
’ neb. The authorities mistaking our suspension for weakness may 
resort to still greater oppression. We should submit to it. We 
should oven abandon doiensive civil disobodionce and concentrate 
‘dl our energy on the tasteless but health-giving economic and social 
reform. We should bend down on our knees and assure the mode
rates that they need fear no harm from us. We should assure the 
^amindars that wo have no ill-will against them.

“ Tho average Englishman is haughty, he does nob understand 
in, he considers himself to be a superior being. He thinks that he is 
born to rule us. He relies upon his iorts or his gun to protect himself, 
ble despises us. He wants to compel co-operatiou, i. e. slavery. Even 
him we have to conquer, not by bonding the knee, but remaining aloof 
*rom him, but at the same time not bating him nor hurting him. It 

' ‘ a cowardly to molest him, If wo simply refuse to regard ourselves 
I as his slaves and to pay homage to him, we have done our duty. A 

blouse can only shun the cat. He cannot treat with her still she has 
led the points of her claws and teeth. At the same time we must 

*mow every attention to those few Englishmen who are trying to cure 
thomsolvos and fellovv-Englishmen of the disease of race-superiority, 

Tho minority has different ideals. It does not believe in the 
Programme. Is it not right and patriotic lor them to form a new 
Party and a new organisation ? They will then truly educate tho 
country. Lho9e who do not believe in the creed should surely retiro 
rom tho Congress. Even a national organisation must have a creed,

THK DELnI HE SOLUTION
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5 \ y &  fjM® (instance, who dooa not believe in Swaraj, has no plfto'8i,i|S 
Y^V^^po.iiyrass. I submit that even so has one who does not biUrvA^-i 

in peaceful and legitimate means’ no place in the Congross. A 
Congressman may not believe in non-co-operation and still remain 
in it, but he cannot believe in violence and u n t r u t h  and still bo a 
Congressman. I was therefore deeply hurt when I found opposi
tion to the note in the resolution about the creed, and still more 
when I found opposition to my paraphrase of the two adjectives 
peaceful' and ‘legitimate’ into 'non-violent’ and ‘truthful’ respec

tively. 1 had reasons for the paraphrase. I was seriously told 
that the creed did not insist upon non violence and truth as the 
indispensable means for the attainment of Swaraj. I agreed to 
remove the paraphrase in order to avoid a painful discussion but 
1 felt that truth was stabbed.

1 am sure that those who raised this opposition are as patriotic 
as I claim to be ; they are as eager for Swaraj as every other Congress
man. But I do say that the patriotic spirit demands their loyal and 
strict adherence to non violence and truth and that if they do not 
b -lieve in them they should retire from the Congress organisation.

' Is it not national economy to let all the ideals be sharply defined 
and to work independently of one another 1 That then which is most 
popular will win the day. If we are going t0 evolve the real spirit of 
democracy, w0 shall not do so by obstruction but by abstention.

ho session of the All-India Congress Committee was a forci- 
J *' r emonstration of the fact that we are retarding the country’s 

"a toward* Swaraj and not the Government. Every mistake of 
o overnment helps. Every neglect of duty on our part hinders, 

n, . Advice to Provincial Committees
(o do to,! 1US Cn3ar W^at * would like the Provincial organisations 
orders so (l  must t).ot for the present disobey the Government 
), v« ,.,i" j aS. *. ' s at Possible. They must not, before they
ab‘ail,hb|1 ' IR i ,01r k°arte' take forward action but bring about an 
has f - Ca ‘n a,ro°sPhere. No imprisonment courted in anger 
h at o th'a w  iU'J • " n®' * ogres with the Mussalman view which
of it ah • " lf?u vlew '*lat there is no imprisonment for the sake 
or eouiurv 1 ” 11 ’1' j0,‘™ents to be useful have to be courted for religion 
Huger op ■ ,kt “ on and women clad in khaddar and without,
and woma„° ?h°e th,e,lr hoarts- If tbo provinces have no such men 

“ Heuc! t ■* s ,lou  ̂ ,l0t eir>I)ark on civil disobedience at all.
It Will 8tl ‘s tjlat the constructive programme has been framed. 
w 'l iC k e  S n H  tCa m " 8' I,t m  wake our organising spirit, it 
our blood W , 1S) r'|?Ut’ lfc wil1 ren<Ier us fit for Swaraj, it will cool

kicked a ct , bevx?ftt n,m'1- lau*he(1 ftti sworn at, may be 
an d  c u r s e d ,  m u st . p u t  up w i t h  i t  all  in  as  m u c h  tw



! '  I vvSkaya ‘̂harboured anger in our breasts even though we hawakkln 
\V»jBra£,t'hV pledge of non-violence. I must frankly state that k u l*sJ  

retrieve our stops deliberately, cultivate non-violence and 
manufacture khaddar, we cannot rondor effective help to the Khi- 
lafat, we can not got redress of the Punjab wrong, nor can we attain 
Swaraj. My leadership is perfectly useless if I cannot convince co
workers and tho public, of the absolute and immediate necessity of 
vigorously prosecuting the constructive programme.

“ We must, know whether we can get a croro of men and women 
in all India who believe in the attainment of Swaraj by peaceful, i.e., 
non-violent and legitimate, i. e., truthful means.

“ We must get money for the prosecution of Swadeshi and we 
will know how many people there are in India who are willing 
honestly to pay one rupee out of every hundred of their past year’s 
income to the Tilak Memorial Swaraj Fund. This subscription the 
Committee oxpocts from Congressmen and sympathisers.

“  We must spend money like water in introducing the spinning- 
wheel in every home, in the manufacture and distribution of khaddar 
whenever required.

“  Surely we have long neglected the untouchable’ brother. He 
has slaved for us too long. We must now servo him.

“ Our liquor-picketing has dono some good but not substantial. 
Not till we pierce tho home of the drunkard shall we mako any real 
advanco, We must know why he drinks ; what we can substitute 
for it 1 We must have a census of all the dunkards of India.

“  Social service department has been looked at with the utmost 
contempt. If the non-co-operation movement is not malicious, that 

1 department is a necessity. We want to render alike to friond and 
f no service in times of distress. We aro thereby able to keep our 
1 olations sweet with all in spite of our political aloofness.

Laughing at it 1

“ Social service and temperance reform were laughed at as part 
of the struggle for Swaraj. It was a painful exhibition of ignorance 
of the essentials of Swaraj, I claim that human mind or human 
society is not divided into water-tight compartments called social, 
political and religious. All act and react upon one another. What 
is mor. i, the vast majority of Hindus and Mussalmans have joined the 
struggles believing it to be religious. The masses have come in be 
cause th-ey want to save tho Khilafat and the cow. Doprivo the 
Mussaim.an of the hope of helping the Khilafat and ho will shun tho 
Congress ; tell tbo Hindu ho cannot save the cow if he joins the 
Congress, he will to a man leave it. To laugh at moral reform and 
social service is to laugh at Sv.arsj, the Khilafat, and the Punjab.

" Go% \
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(t ( S f" Ijviji tbo organisation of schools was laughed at. Let \gjsdb 
‘ It nihari8. We have demolished the prestige of Govt, scbol l l  1 
< ^ ^ 5 f erbaps necessary in 1920 to do the picketing and certainly 

Lret+a'rnind the boys being neglected, but it would be criminal any 
longer to picket Govt, schools or to neglect National institutions. 
\Ve can now only draw more boys and girls by putting existing 
National schools on a better footing. They have the advantage of 
being in institutions where they breathe free air and where they are 
not shadowed. But the advantage of scientific training in carding, 
hand spinning and hand-weaving, and of having intellectual training 
i"  beeping with the requirements of the country must be added.
\\ e shall show by successful experiments the superiority of training 
in National schools and colleges.

Even the Panchayats came to for ridicule. Little did the 
eutics realise that the massos in many parts of India had ceased to 
insert to law courts. If we do not organise honest Panchayats, they 
will certainly go back to tbo existing law-courts.

Nor is a single step devoid of vast political results. Adequate 
manufacture and universal use of Khaddar means a permanent 
boycott of foreign cloth and automatic distribution of sixty crores
0 rupees annually among the poor people. Permanent disappear-
uii.o o the drink and the opium evils mean an annual saving of 
c ores .oi t io people and a diminution of that revenue for the Govt. 
Pont,™'” UB, i°r the untouchables means the addition to the
1 " i f !r "  „  ° ‘ d’ x crores of men and women who will for-ever be
i  ‘" Congress.. Social Service department if it becomes a

, nerat’ ( Iestoro 'he strained relations that exist to-day among 
work the^Tull cm6 b6r -Indian or E««l^h) and non-co operators. To 
want To f P lT  T^aii-6 pr°Sran‘mo. therefore, is to achieve all we

6 *  iS t0 P0StP0D6 811 P0S8ibi-

1 he Arrest of the Mahatma.
camp— though^ tn v  d ‘ stin,ctly visibl6 a split in the Cor.,gross 
camouflage of words ’ ® J T " *  w“  kept hiddo"  u -ld®>' a
non-co-operation „ltno ‘̂ ara' SJ ‘raddhat3and who wanted t-o drop 
Malaviya who tried dld attend the Delhi g. Pt.
resolution was nnr i 7 t0. ke8P to the spirit of the BardoJ?

t ieeded. 1  he Aligarh students passed a flamboyant
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| i condemning the suspension of civil disobedience.

\*_\’ ,̂ P I10/ s fit revolt from Gandbi’s leadership cropped up. Am ^Rf Jf, j 
now saw its chance. There was about this time in India, especially 
in the' United Provinces, a strong under current of lawlessness.
There was a very wide-spread strike over the East Indian Railway__
and daily it was threatening to break out into lawlessness. The 
Aika movement, ostensibly to' preserve the rights of the villagemen 
against the oppressions of the Zamindars, started in the U. P.. was 
the cause of a panic. The Bbils in Rajputana were in militant 
unrest. In Assam a tragedy happened in Kanarighat where a mob 
repeated the mistakes of Amritsar in 1919, and instead of quietly 
sitting down to a fusillade of fire attacked the police and paid the 
Usual penalty. Clearly, Gandhi was unable to stem the tide of 
unrest. His great name failed to bring quiet and non-violence, 
rhe upper classes were in terror. On all sides in European quarters 
the cry was raised : “ Arrest the Man.” In England this was very 
’ nsietent. On February 23rd Sir William Vincent said in the 
Legislative Assembly that Government had not changed its attitude 
towards the Congress, even after the Bardoli resolution. On Feb. 
28th. Sir Robert Watson-Smyth talked of hitting back : “ hit back 
hard” , ho said (see pode) in the Bengal Chamber. On Feb. 14th 
there was the great debate in Parliament when the M. P .’s wanted 
the application of more forco and repression in India. Mr. Montagu 

. was the subject of intense vituperation. A vote of censure on him 
w«s moved. Mr. Churchill was almost openly against his cabinet 
colloague the Secretary of State for India. Even the Prime Minister 
gave warning to those who wanted further changoin India. Matters 
now took a dramatic turn.

So long a3 the riotous multitude frenzied into unrest by tho 
accumulated tortures of years was hushed into non-violence by the 
ttagic name of Gandhi, Government lay quiet ; but as soon as the 
repentant Mahatma was left in the lurch by the querrulous mob of 
second-rate non-co-operators, utterly incapable of understanding 
Joe olementary principle of self-control,— and, it must be remem
bered that by this time all the best and the truest of Gandbi’s 
followers were in ja il—Govt, saw its chance and pounced upon him. 
Govt, could not now do otherwise than take charge of Gandhi as 
p  r're was fierce internal dissensions in the N-C-0 camp. As says 
1 rofessor Rushbrook Williams, the publicity officer of the Govt 
of India :—

This s} pj> had long been contemplated, but bad been postponed 
rom time to time for various reasons. In the first place .there was 

a natural roluctanre to incarcerate a man who, however mistaken 
flight be his activities, was by all widely respected and by millions
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\ A  fi-H^red- as a saint. Moreover, be had consistently primcliCTjJo, 

gospel.Of non-violence, and done all that he could to restrain tne'* 
x''-rh(#Fe impatient of his followers from embarking upon forciblo 

methods. It was further impossible to ignore the fact that until 
a substantial body of Indian opinion was prepared to support mea
sures against Mr. Gandhi’s person : and until the popular belief in 
his divine inspiration had been weakened by the efflux of time- 
there was reason to fear that his arrest would have been attended 
with bloody outbreaks in numerous places, by tho intensification of 
racial bitterness, and by the creation of conditions in which the 
new constitution would have little or no chance of success. That 
the arrest, being well-timed, passed of peacefully, should not mislead 
the reader into thinking that it could have been effected with equal 
absence of popular excitement at an earlior period. It came when 
Mr. Gandhi’s political reputation, for reasons already outlined, was 
at its nadir; when the enthusiasm of bis followers had reached the 
lowest ebb ; when the public mind of India was engrossed with 
other issues.”

Ostensibly on the ground of publishing the Government of India 
despatch urging consideration of Moslem demands, but really as a 
matter of inaugurating a new policy, Mr. Montagu was thrown over 
by the Cabinet on March 9th. (see Vol, II), and Mahatma Gandhi 
was arrested on March 10th. From some days before there were per- 
K,.-.tent rumours of the coming arrest in anticipation of which the 
Mahatma wrote the following article in his paper 'Young India’’ :—

M. Gandhi on “ If I Am Arrested”
Tht- rumour has been revived that ray arrest is imminent. It is said to be 

n g.ir.lcd ; . a mistake by some officials that I  was not arrested when I was to 
be, i. e., on the 11th or l:!th of February and that the Uardoli decision ought 
not to nave v. on allowed to affect the Government’s programme. It is said, too 
that it ,o now no longer possible tor the Government to withstand the ever-rising 
agitation m London tor my arreBt and deportation. I myself cannot see how 
toe jovermnent can avoid arresting me if they want a permanent abandonment 
of civil disobedience, whether Individual or mass.

I advised the Working Committee to suspend masB civil disobedience at ‘ 
liar nil. because that obedience would not have been civil, and if I am now 
aovisiug all provincial workers to suspend even individual civil disobedience, 
t is recluse l know that any disobedience at the present stage will be not civil 

bu criminal. A tranquil atmosphere is an indispensable condition oi civil dis- 
’ 111 ,ncfi- 's hnmiliatiug for me to discover that there is a spirit of violence 

abroad an-l that the Government ol the United Provinces has been obliged to 
o;.list additional police foe avoiding a repetition ot Chauri Cbaura. I do not say 
1.1.u. a ll 1.“ i... is claimed to have happeneel bas happened, but-it is impossible t.0 
ignore all the test mony that is given in proof of tin* growing spirit of violence 
iu some pails of those provinces In spite of my political differences with 
I audit llndayn Natn Kuusru, 1 r  yard him to be above wilful perversion of 

1 . truth. 1  consider him to be one of the most capable among public workers,
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| ( H 2|w a  itj man to be easily carried away. When, therefore, be iwi
\* japo'n anything, it immediately arrests my attention. Makim^|il;
V f o r  the colouring of his judgraeut by reason of his pro-Go vemaire#fc-  ̂

am unable to dismiss his report of the Chauri Chaura tragedy as 
utrwcrrtay of consideration. Nor is it possible to ignore letters received from 
Zemindars and others informing me of the violent temperament and ignorant 
lawlessness in the United Provinces. I have before me the Bareilly report 
signed by the Congress Secretary. Whilst the authorities forgot themselves, we 
Ve not, if that report is to be believed, without fault. The volunteer procession 
was not a civil demonstration. It was insisted upon in spite of a sharp division 
°f opinion in our own ranks. Though the crowds that gathered were not 
violent-, the spirit of the demonstration was undoubtedly violent. It was an 
impotent show of force wholly unnecessary for our purpose and hardly a prelude 
t(> civil disob-dience. That the authorities could have handled the procession in 
a better spirit., that they ought not to have interfered with the Swaraj flag, that 
they ought not to have objected to the use of the Town Hall, which was town 
property, as Congress office, in view of the fact that it had been so used for some 
months with the permission of the Town Council, is all very true. It is, 
therefore, as a penance that civil disobedience has been suspended. But if the 
utmosphere clears up, the people realise the full value of the adjective “ civil ” 
and become in reality non-violent both in spirit and in deed, and if I  find that 
the Government still do not yield to the people’6 will, I shall certainly be the 
first person to advocate individual or mass civil disobedience as the case may be. 
There is no escape from that duty without the people wishing to surrender their
uirth-right.

I doubt the sincerity of Englishmen who are born fighters, when they 
declaim against civil disobedience as if it was a diabolical crime to be pnnished 
with exemplary severity. If they have glorified armed rebellions and resorted to 
them on due occasions, why are many of them up in arms against the very 
*dea of civil resistance ? I can understand their saying that the attainment of 
a non-violent atmosphere i6 a virtual impossibility in India. I do not believe 

but I  can appreciate such an objection. What, however, is beyond my 
comprehension is tbe dead-set made against the very theory of civil disobedience 
as if it was something immoral. To expect me to give up the preaching of 
ciyil disobedience is to atk me to give up preaching peace, which would be 
tantamount to asking me to commit suicide.

I hope, however, that whether the Government arrest me or whether they 
®*°P» by direct or indirect means, the publication of the three journals “ Young 
India ”, “ Gujrati Nava Jiban ”, and “ Hindi Nava Jihan ” , the public will 
Remain unmoved. It is a matter of no pride or pleasure to me but one of 
humiliation that the Government refrain from arresting me for fear of an out- 
bivak of universal violence and the awful slaughter that any such out-br<ak must 
involve. It would be a sad commentary upon my preaching of, and upon the 
ongress and Khilafut, pledge of, non-violence, if my incarceration was to be a 

®»gnal for a storm all over the country. Surely, it would be a demonstration of 
India’s unreadiness for a peaceful rebellion. It would be a triumph for the 
bureaucracy, and it would be almost a final proof of the correctness of the 
position taken up by the Moderate friends viz. that India can never be prepared 
ior non-violent disobedience. I hope therefore that, the Congress and Kbilafat 
workers will strain every nerve and show that all the fears entertained by the 
Government and their supporters wore totally wrong. I promise that such act 
of self-restraint will take us many a mile towards our triple goal.

There should, therefore, be no “ hartals” no noisy demonstrations, no 
processions, I would regard observance of perfect peace on my arrest a

€•
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l* l ofihfgh honour paid to me by my couutrymea. What I woul l

is the c instructive work of the Congress going on with olocl^v^bj^__J 
and the speed of the Punjab Express. I would love to see people,

-'SvlhtiT^ve hitherto kept back voluntarily discarding all ttiuir foreign elotli and 
-making a bonfire of it. Lit them tullil the whole of the constructive programme 
framed at Bardoli and they will not only release me and other prisoners but they 
will also inaugurate Swaraj and secure redress of the Khilafat and the Punjab 
wrongs. Let them remember the four pillars of Swaraj— Non-violence, Hiudu- 

. Moslem-Sikn-Parsi-Chriatiau-Jew uuity, total removal of untouchabdity, and 
manufacture of hand-spun and naud-woveu “ Khaddar ” completely displacing
foreign cloth.

“ l do not know that my removal from their midst will not be a beuelit to 
-the people. In the first instance, the superstition about the possession of super
natural powers by me will be demolished. Secondly, the belief that people had 
accepted the uuu-co-operatiou programme only uuder my influence aod that 
thfey had ho independent faith in it will be disproved. Tnirdly, our capacity 
for Swaraj will be proved by our ability to conduct our activities inspite of the 

. withdrawal, even of the originator of the current programme. Fourthly and 
selfishly, it will give me a quiet an.l physical rest which perhaps I deserve.”

The Story of the Arrest
The following account of the arrest is given by Sj. Benarai 

Das Chaturvedi ot the Satyagraha Ashram.—
“ The air in the Ashram had been thick for the last five days 

with the rumour about the arrest of Mahatma Gandhi,
As usual we had our evening prayers together with Mahatma

Wandhi. When the prayer was over he ••• ....................  told us
about the rumour of his arrest. He said that he was expecting it 
that very night. He advised us to go on working steadily with 
re-doubled energy after his arrest. After the prayer-time he went 
to his room, where some people had come from the city to enquire 
whether there was any truth in the rumour of Gandhiji’s arrest. 
Notable among these were Shrimati Anusuya Bai— the popular 
worker for the mill labourers— Sbrijut Shankerlal Banker the 
printer of the “ Young India,” Mabatmaji laughed when he heard 
of Anusuya Bai’s arrival and he said to her smilingly, “ What brings 
ypa here at this hour V  She replied that the rumour about his 
arrest had brought her there. Mabatmaji then dictated the answ
ers to tome of the letters received by him. He was doing his work 
with bis usual calmness. Some of tho Ashram people asked him 
certain questions about his arrest which he answered. Then ho 

’ • , gave instructions to hi3 assistant Babu Krishna Das about the 
editing of his paper “ Young India” after the arrest.

It was uoarly 10 o’clock and Mabatmaji said to all of us, 
“ Now you must retire, I shall go to bed.” Maulana IJasrat Mohaui 
came just at that time and Mabatmaji was glad to see him.
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(| ( Jlf^ "jiiiBuya Bai and Shankerlal Banker started in theil^ifitilr 
\* Ashram. They had not gone far when they mat J

of Police on the way to the Ashram in his oar. He
'OXloitiaed Srijut Shankerlal that ho should consider himself under 
arrest. Shankerlalji then returned with the Superintendent to the 
Ashram. Tne Superintendent did not enter the Ashram himself 
out Bent word to Mahatma Gandhi through Anusuya Bai about his 
arresst. The Superintendent requested Anusuya Bai to toll Mahat
ma]! that ho could take as much time as he wanted. Mahatmaji 
was, of course, quite ready for his arrest. He took some bocks with 
uim. In the meanwhile the ladies and the girls of the Ashram came 
° h*s ro°m. Pie gave his advice to all and had a word for each 

them Then he asked the ladies to sing the song which he likes 
most. We translate it below :
I "He is the real Vaishnava who has in his heart a love for others. R~ I 
°ve is manifested in relieving the distressed. He who looks to the briokt 
’de of a man’s nature and does not blame them, and keeps his mind tran

quil in the minds of tumults. Mother Lakshmi favours him. The man who 
VLa “ Samadarshin” , who has conquered desire, who looks upon women as 
•tother, whose tongue never utters untruth, and whose hand never touches 
he property of another, who is not bound by attachments and affections 

whose mind is dominated by “ Bairagya” , whose ears enjoy the music of the 
hame of “ Ram” , who is above avarice and is free from duplicity, jn wi 
desire and anger have been extinguished—such a man should be * 
shipped. The very sight of him will enable one to cross the limitless rJi™01 life s miseries.” ucean

“ It is note-worthy that during the South African struggle when 
the first batch including Mrs. Gandhi went to jail from the Pliomix 
Ashram, this beautiful hymn of Narsih Mehta was sung hv m ™  
the time of their departure.

Mahatmaji then went to the motor car of the Sundf which 
started under the shouts of “ Siyavar Kam Chandra ki Jai” and " r 0„ j 0

J l l o T  ’s i Mr8' G?n1 hiha"h a fT  oth" s f c°mpaniod Mahatmaji UP to tne babarmati Jail which is only a mile from the Ashram ”
Next day the Mahatma and Sj. Banker were placed before Mr 

«rown, the assistant Magistrate of Ahmodabad charged with erHi' 
tl0» for four articles in the Young India, viz b WltB 8ed1'

D isa ffe c t io n  a V ir t u e  
T a m per in g  w ith  L o y a lt y  
T h e  P u zzle  & it s  S olution  
S h a k in g  t h e  Ma n es

On questioned by the Magistrate M. Gandhi said :__
I simply wish to state that when the proper time comes T 

UaH P‘0ftd guiity so far as disaffection towards Government j 
orned. It is quite true that I am the Editor o( Young India and 

21(a)



' • V the articles read in my presence were written by me amahtao
proprietors and publishers had permitted me to control the kiro* —J 
policy of the paper,”

Charges were then framed and the accused were committed to 
the sessions on the 18th March 1922,

The Sessions Trial.
The trial opened at twelve noon, March 18th, 1922, before 

Mr. 0. N, Broomfield, District and Sessions Judge, Abmodabad. 
Long before the hour appointed for the commencement of the trial 
the hall was full with members of tho public mostly clad in khaddar. 
Among those present inside the hall were Mr. V. J. Patel, Mrs. 
Sarojini Naidu, Mrs, Sarabaladevi Choudhur.ini, Pandit Jawabarlal 
Nehru, Mr. T. Praltasham, Ambalal Sarabhai, Bai Anasuya and 
other Non-co-operation leaders. Police and military precautions 
were complete. While policemen wero posted all round the com- 

-pound of the Court, Indian Infantry wore stationod inside the 
compound. About half a dozen European police officers wero also 
in attendance. All this extravagant precaution was, however, 
unnecessary as a very perfect calmness prevailed all over the town, 
and even the illiterate mill-hands of Ahmedabad, against whom 
tno precaution was taken, hung their hoad in sharno in common with 
all non-cn operators for having brought about indirectly the great 
and historic event of the day— the trial of their Mahatma by a 
British court of justice.

Mahatma Gandhi and Sj. Banker arrived at court at 11-40 
accompanied by Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya. All those inside 
i.hrj court stood up when Mahatma Gandhi entered the hall and
nmi lined standing U|,tj] he was shown a seat to tho left of the
' l"X'V ^ '-Hie further up, in the same row to the right of Mahatma 
Gandhi sat Mr. Banker with Pundit Malaviya on the right, while 
Jo the loft of tho Mahatma sat his wifo with Mrs. Naidu and Mrs.

, . .:arala Devi.
A! 11 50 Sir 1 homas Strangman, the Advocate-General, entered 

wu / ° " rt exc^an88d nods with Mahatma Gandhi. Mr. E. C.
.* 1 ! ’ Remembrancer to tho Govt, of Bombay, wa9 also present 
in v i . court. Punctually at 12 O’clock the Judge took his seat.

At tlie outset, the Judge pointed out that the charges as framod 
d- the Public Prosecutor contained three counts. He understood
j. Prosecution to mean that there wero three distinct offences, 

'v ni b being of the same kind and committed with the Bpace of a 
y .ar were charged and committed togother.

f i e  Advocate-General agreed with the Judge. The charges 
■' .i. then road out against both accused, after which tho Judge

i f  TBU MAilATMA'S TRIAL  [ ahm*)A^AJ3
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\i bx^jiyieil»at, length the provisions of Section 124 (A) and 
l^V oSIf^isaffection” included disloyalty or feelings of enmi ty ^ jji^ ^  

as used in tho Section had been interpreted by the High 
Court of Bombay as moaning political alienation or dis-respect.

The Judge— Do you plead guilty or claim to be tried 1
Mahatma Gandhi— I plead guilty on all the chargos. I observe 

that tho King’s name has been omitted from the charges and, in 
tny opinion, very properly.

Asked by tho Judge Mr. Banker also pleaded guilty.
Tho Advocate-General then pointed out that under Section 

271 Cr. P. 0. the Court might convict accused on their plea or 
Proceed with the trial. He would ask the Judge to proceed with the 
case, firstly, bocause the charges were of a serious character, and 
secondly, because it was highly desirable in the public interest that 
those chargos should bo fully stated and publicly investigated, and 
a sentence could not be passod simply because accused had pleaded 
guilty. He (the Judgo) could not deal with the matter unless all 
the facts of the case wero laid before him.

Tho Judge— 1 do not agree. I have, under the law, full discre
tion to convict the accused on their own plea, and in this particular 
case I cannot seo what advantage can bo gained by going through 
the evidence that was recorded before the committing Magistrate. 
But as regards the question that the charges should be investigated as 
fully ag possible, tho evidence that was recorded boforethe committing 
Magistrate— and as far as I know nothing contrary has appearod— 
"till be tho ovidenoe to show that. Mr. Gandhi was responsible for 
these particular articles, and in the fact of this plea it seems to me it 
"'ould bo futile to record any more evidence on that point.

As regards the question of sentenoo, the Judge said that ho 
i Would like to hear what Mr. Gandhi wished to say. Ho did not think 

that tho more recording of ovidonce and proceeding with the trial, 
as asked for, might make any difference one way or the othor. Pie 
therefore proposed to aocopt tho plea of the accused. Nothing so far 

. remained but to pass sentence, but, before that, he would like to hear 
I '"hat tho Advocate-General bad to say on the question of sentence.

Tho Advocate-General pointed out that the articles from 
Young India”  before the committing Magistrate, and which formed 

tho subject of the charges, formed merely part of a campaign to 
sPread disaffection openly and systematically to render the Govern 
ruent impossible and to overthrow it. He then read out 
°xtraots from the articles to show that to create disaffection 
towards the Government was the creed of non co-opcrators and 
Bie Congress and the Khilafat Committees, He asserted 
*hat they were not the writings of an un educated or obscure
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I i ( J|gn'J Itbe  Court should also consider to wbat the oam pIsM lld 

v  >> '0Ĉ ' You^tiave had examples before you in the 14s?flwi 
be ^ aid- rafer t0 the occurrences in Bombay, Madras 

- atRi Uhauri Chaura leading to rioting and murder and involving 
people in misery and distress. It is true that in these articles you 

, that non-violence is insisted upon as an item of the campaign 
an o t e creed. But of what value is it, Sir, to insist on non- |

•' . vioience 1f incessantly you preach disaffection towards tho Govern-
meot and hold it up as a treacherous Government, and if you openly I 
and deliberately seek to instigate others to overthrow it ? Those 
are the circumstances which I would ask you to take into account ! 
in passing sentence.
, regards Mr. Banker, his guilt is only of a lessor degree, in
? 0 punted the articles, but I would ask the court to impose

'  a ane ln addition to such term of imprisonment as he deserves.”
The Mahatma’s Statement

. Mahatma Gandhi then made an oral statement and followed it 
with _ a written one, after obtaining the permission of the Court to 
romatn seated (the Mahatma has heart-disease and always makes 
speeches while sitting). The Mahatma said

Before I read this statement I would like to state that I 
entirely endorse the learned Advocate-General’s remarks in connoc- 

nn Wlth my humble self. I think that he was entirely fair to me 
I W  8tate“ ent that hs has made because it is very true, and 
that re '1° whatsoever to conceal from this Court tho fact
merit h aT T *^  dls,afFectI0n Awards the existing system of Govern- 
General T ®  alrao®ta  Passi«n with me. The learned Advocate- 
ing of dieaffflp°H°Dtl!f*J 0 r,*g^fc wben 8ays that my preach-
“ Young Indi l’ 0ti . n°t commenco with my connection with 
statement that’ I bUt i  lf: cotnmen.c°d much earlior, and in the 
admit beforo this r "  , °u t0 read’ wil1 b® my Pain{ul duty to 
period stated hv re a 7hafc lt: eommonc°d much earlior than tho 
duty with me but °l ^ dvooat0General. It is the most painful 
responsibility that avo to discharge that duty, knowing tho 
all tho blame that thaV Up° j  my sbouldors> and I wish to endorse 
shoulders in .... t- eanied Advocate-General has thrown on my 
occurrences, and the^'ch” 1̂ - n ^ 6 Bombay occurrences, Madras 
these things doenlv Chaun-Chaura occurrences. Thinking over 
examiningE»nv hea/t rei? sleePIn8 over them night after night and
sible for me re h; ’ 1 ^7® come,to the conclusion that it is impos- 
Chauri-Chaura ord h« 7 mys® f from tbB diabolioal crimes of
when ho says that a T m  °Uj rages of B“ mbay- «  quite right j 
t a lair aL J nf I ? 7 J rosP°nsibility, a man having roceiv- 1
U “ f81r 8bare of ^uoation, having had a fair share of experience

' e°% \



’  (of M ys jworld, I should know the consequences of every one\?SiiJ 
V ^aqft^y , Vnew them. 1 knew that I was playing with fire,

^Tho ,m0/:and, if I was set free, I would still do the same. I would 
befailing in my duty if I do not do so. I have folt this morning that 
I would have failed in my duty if I do not say all that I have said 
hore just now,— I wanted to avoid violence ; I want to avoid 
violence. Non-violence is, the first article of my faith. It is the 
last article of my faith. But I had to make my choice. I had 
either to submit to a system which I considered has done an irre
parable harm to my country, or incur the risk of mad fury of my 
People bursting forth when they understood the truth from my lips. 
I know that my people have somotimes gone mad. I am deeply 
sorry for it ; and I am therefore here to submit not to a light 
Ponalty but to the highest penalty. I do not ask for mercy. I do not 
plead any extenuating act. I am here therefore to invite and submit 
to the highest penalty that can bo inflicted upon me for what in law 
is a deliberate crime and what appoars to me to be the highest duty 
of a Citizen” . Ho then read out the following statomeut.

The Written Statement
From Loyalist to Non-co-operator

I owe it perhaps to the Indian public and to the public in England, to 
placate which this prosecution is mainly taken up, that I should explain why from 
a staunch loyalist and co-operator I have become an uncompromising disaffoc- 
tiouist and non-co-operator. To the Court, too, I should say why j plead guiltv 
to the charge o£ promoting disaffection towards the Government established by 
law in India.

My public life began in 1893 in South Africa in troubled weather. H v first 
contact with the British authorities in that country was not of a hapnv 
character. I discovered that, as a man and an Indian, 1 had no rights ' On the 
contrary, I discovered that 1 had no rights as a man beeanse 1 was "an Indian

But I was not baffled. I thought that this treatment o£ Indians was an 
excrescence upon a system that was intrinsically and mainly good ' | cau the 
Government my voluntary and hearty co-operation criticising it fully wher • 1 
felt it was faulty, but /lever wishing its destruction. ° '  u L

Consequently, when the existence of the Empire was threatened in 1899  bv 
the Boer challenge, I offered my services to it, raised a Volunteer Ambulance 
Corps and servcil at the several actions that took place for the relief of T ndv- 
hmith. Similarly, in 190G, at the time of the Zulu Revoll I raised a Stretcher 
bearer party and served till the end of the rebellion. On both these occasions 
f received medals and was even mentioned in the despatches. ,\s for my work 

South Africa, I was given by Lord Hardinge a Kuiaer-i-Hind gold iiv'dal 
'Vhen the war broke out in 191-1 between England and Germany, j  raised a 

oluntecr Ambulance Corps in London consisting of the thou resident India-s 
1,1 London, chiefly students. Its work was acknowledged by the authorities to be 

j valuable. Lastly in India, when a special appeal was made at the \yar q0„.
| ference in Delhi in 1917 by Lord Chelmsford for recruits, I struggled, at the cost

of my health, to raise a corps in India and the response was being made win - 
the hostilities ceased aud orders were received that no more recruits were wanted

t e e  Ma h a t m a ’s s t a t e m e n t
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i s 1 J||L In) fil these efforts at service, I was actuated by the belief tba\jw\las 
V .Jv^^p ij^e yb y such services to gain a status of full equality in the EmpirtifoJ fty J 

en. The first shock came in the shape of the ltowlatt Act, a Jaw ae- 
Xv̂ ^^iieat;o rob the people of all real freedom. I felt called upon to lead an inten

sive agitation against it. Then followed the Punjab horrors beginning with the 
massacre of Jallianwalla Bag and culminating in crawling orders, public 
flogging and indescribable humiliations. I discovered, too, that the plighted 
word of the Prime Minister to the Mussalmans of India regarding the integrity 
of Turkey and the Holy places of Islam was not likely to be fulfilled.

But in spite of the foreboding and the grave warnings of friends at the 
Amritsar Congress in 1919, I fought for co-operation and working of the 
Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms, hoping that the Prime Minister would redeem his 
promise to the Indian Mussalmans, that the Punjab wrongs would be healed, 
and that, the Reforms, inadequate and unsatisfactory though they were, marked 
a new era of hope in the life of India.

British Connection had made India Helpless.
But all that hope was shattered. The Khilafat promise was not to be 

redeemed. The Punjab crime was white-washed and most culprits went not only 
unpunished, but remained in service and some continued to draw pensions from 
the Indian revenue and in some cases were even rewarded. I saw, too, that not 
only did the Reforms not mark a change of heart but they were only a method 
of further draining India of her wealth and of prolonging servitude. I came 
reluctantly to the conclusion that the British connection had made India more 
helpless than she ever was before, politically and economically. A disarmed 
India has no power of resistance against any aggressor if she wanted to 
engage in an armed conflict with him. So much is this the case that some of 
our best men consider that India must take generations before she can achieve 
the Dominion Status. She has become so poor that she has little power of re- 
sistance in famine. Before the British advent India spun and wove in her 
millions of cottages, just the supplement she needed for adding to her meagre 
agricultural resources. This cottage industry, so vital for India’s existence, 
has )cc a^ruined by incredibly heartless and inhuman processes, as described by 
English witnesses. Little do town-dwellers know how the semi-starved masses 
°i In.'in, are slowly oinking to lifdeesncss. Little do they know that their 
miser., j e comfort represents the brokerage they get for the work they do for 

ic oreign exploiter, that the profits and the brokerage are sucked from the 
p 1 tTo r i - 1 • 0 V,ey realise that the Government established by law in
>n * ,int L .la c?rp*ê  on I°T this exploitation of the masses. No sophistry, 

!1̂ i iir<?8’ can exP̂ a n̂ away the evidence the skeletons in many
I’ / ^ S , , t le wayCarers’ eye. I have no doubt whatsoever that both
- . f • ^own-dwellers of India will have to answer, if there is a God
a ove, o .ns crime against humanity which is perhaps un-equalled in history •

Law—Hand-maid of Exploitation
I' r ■' JJCimiavv ,n I*1’6 country haB been used to serve the foreign exploiter.

u .j „, Partial Law cases has led me to believe that at least ninety-live per cent 
I c^nv*ct,i°u8 were wholly bad; and ray experience of political casoB in 
n‘ la ^ds me lo the conclusion that in nine out of every ten the condemned 

*?len v r ‘ totally innocent, their crime consisting in the love of their country, 
n n.r nine cases out of hundred, justice has been denied to Indians as against 
jU opeans in the courts of India. This is not an exaggerated picture. It is 
^  experience of almost every Indian who has had unything to do with such 

c-iKS. In my opinion the ad ministration of the law : thus prostituted, cons
ciously or unconsciously, for the benefit of the exploiter.



THE MAHATMA'S STATEMENT (35
( I  ( fNne grgatest misfortune is that Englishmen and their Indian assocla^p^'Ji 
r .  vth# | f  immfafcration of the country do not know that they are engagecRSmile

attempted, to describe. I am satisfied that many E n g lis Ik JljL i 
X̂ ^dro^^incial3 honestly believe that they are administering one of the best 

®yste&«^devised in the world, and that India is making steady though slow 
progress. They do not know that a subtle but effective system of terrorism and 
an organised display of force on the one hand, and the deprivation of all powers 
of retaliation and of self-defence on the other, have emasculated the people 
and induced in them the habit of simulation. This awful habit has added to 
fche ignorance and the self-deception of the administrators.

Section 121 A, under which I am happily charged, is perhaps the prince 
among the political Sections of the Indian Penal Code, designed to suppress the 
liberty of the citizen. Affection cannot be manufactured or regulated by law.
If one has no affection for a person or a thing, one should be free to give the 
fullest expression to his disaffection, so long as he does not contemplate to 
promote or incite to violence. But the Section under which Mr. Banker and I 
are charged is one under which mere promotion of disaffection is a crime. I have 

) Btudied some of the cascB tried under it and l know that some of the most loved 
°f India’s patriots have been convicted under it. I consider it a privilege, 
therefore, to be charged under it. I have endeavoured to give in their briefest 
outline the reasons for my disaffection. 1 have no personal ill-will against any 
8|ogle administrator. Much less can I have any disaffection towards the King’s 
person. But I hold it to bo a virtue to be disaffected towards a Government 
Which, in its totality has done more harm to India than any previous system.

India is less manly under the British rule than she ever was before. 
Holding such a belief) l consider it to be a sin to have affection for the system, 
and it has been a precious privilege for me to be able to write what I have 
Written in the various articles tendered in evidence against me.

Non-co-operation—the remedy
i In fact, I believe that I have rendered a service to India and England by 

Rowing, in Non-co-operation, the way out of the unnatural state in which 
both are living. Iu my humble opinion, Non-co-operation with evil is as ranch 

duty as is co-operation with good. But iu the past, Non-co-operation has 
J>een deliberately expressed in violence to the evil-doer. I am endeavourin'*
0 show to my country-men that violent Non-co-operation only multiplies evil 

,l^d that, as evil can only sustained by violence, the withdrawal of support 
cf evil requires complete abstention from violence. Non-violence implies volun- 
tftry submission to the penalty for Nou-co-operation with evil. I

I am here, therefore, to invite and submit cheerfully to the highest penalty 
hat can be inflicted upon me for what in law is a deliberate crime and what

vnnenBt? T  t 0 1beL the highB8t daty ot a cit!zen- The only course open to 
p. n> the Judge and the Assessors,'is either to resign your posts and thna diseo- 
J”at,e yourselves from evil, if you feel that the law you are called upon to ad
minister iu an evil, and that in reality I am innocent, or to inflict on me the 
overeat penalty, if you believe that the system and the law you Me assistin'- 
o administer are good for the people of this country and that auv activity 

18 therefore injurious to the public. J J

The Judgment
The Judge, addressing Mahatma Gandhi, said :—

Mr. Gandhi, you have made my task‘in one way oasy t,y plead- 
"'G guilty to the charge. Nevertheless what remains, viu, the

■ e°^N\
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( i f  ^ y ® r¥'|('1!ition of a just sentence, is perhaps as difficult a ^%DoIi-
\\A /M l judge can have in this country. The law is no re%pyi> r j  

■ ... ° f  ̂ 0 Ŝ0ni:. Nevertheless, it will be impossible to ignore the fact 
AAMVyou are in a different category from any person I have evor 

tnau, or am evor likely to have to try. Also, it would be impossible 
to ignore the fact that in the eyos of millions of your countrymen 
you arc a great loader, or that even those who differ from you in 
politics, look up to you as a man of high ideals and leading a noble 
and even a saintly life, I have to deal with you in one character 
only. It is my duty to judge you as a man subject to the law, 
w“ o, according to bis own admission, broke the law and committed 
\. hat to an ordinary man must appear to ho a great offence against 
t o btate, I do not forget that you have consistently preached 
against violonce, or that you have on many occasions, I am willing 
to believe, done much to prevent violence. But having regard to 
the nature of your political teaching and the nature of many of 
those to whom they were addressed, how you can have continued 
to believe that violence would not be an inevitable consequonce, 
Pas®es my capacity to understand.

There are probably few people in India who do not sincerely I 
•''grot that you should have made it impossible for any Govorn- 
nu in to leave you at liberty, but it is so. I am trying to balance 
w ,at due to you against what appears to bo necessary in the 
t)1 6reBta Public, and I propose in passing sentence to follow

e precedent of a case, in many respects similar to this case, that 
v  o p.,e,C' °i? some tw0' ve years ago,—I mean the case against Mr.
Jr'\ ‘ '8a, ar b'ilak under the same section. The sentence that 

*  upon him, as it finally stood, was a sentence of simple 
I thinli 11" °r 5,68181 You will not consider it unreasonable, 
sentonr’p nf j ,y° "  shou,d be classed with Mr. Tilalc— that is, a 
charge siv y?*rB,8,'mp,e imprisonment on each count of the
and I'should like t "  ’ Which 1 feel it; my duty to pass upo" yoU’ 
b f, di„ I  ?  t0 f ay 1,1 doi»g so- that if the course of events
vnu i,n n '" ’V ,  raa^° possible to reduce the period and release you, no one will be better pleased than I.”
„ ln-irn11'1-!18 ^ r' banker, the Judco said : “ You have been to
I irr q X ?n unc êr ^ 6  influence of your chief. The sentence that 
Q ' ^0SGf ° Pass upon you is simple imprisonment for six months 

° °, no first two counts, that is, simple imprisonment for one 
• *. aiJ( a ? ne °* one thousand rupees or six months’ simple
imprisonment in default ”

Mahatma Gandhi was sentenced to six 3rears* 
Simple Imprisonment*



( | j ) ^  CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN

The Viceroy & the Secretary of State
The following correspondence between the Viceroy and 

the Secretary of State for India was published as a White 
P a p er:—

From the Viceroy, Home Department, to the Secretary of State for 
India, dated 9th February 1928,

The following is a general appreciation of the situation as 
regards non-co-operation. In order to explain the situation as it 
exists, it is necessary to trace the origin of the non-co-operation 
movement and its developments. It is impossible to give within 
the scope of a telegram an adequate appreciation of the wholo situa
tion, and the Government of India would have preferred, had time 
Permitted, to send a considered despatch. As, however, the matter 
is one of great urgency we have done our best to give a connected 
account, in the message that follows.

The first manifestation of non-co-operation with Government
us a political force took placo about the beginning of 1920. The 
spirit of nationalism in this country as elsowhore had been greatly 
stimulated and intensified by the war and tho pronouncements 
made as to the principles for which tho Allies stood. It was inteud- 
ed by the Reforms Act ol 1919 to moot the legitimate aspirations 
of the Indiau people, and moderate and reasonable opinion was to a 
certain extent satisfied thereby. An oxtreme section of Indian 
politicians rejected it as inadequate, but opposition to it might not 
have assumed fcrmidablo proportions had it not been for the opera
tion of social causes, iu particular,, racial feeling which had been 
engendered by the Punjab disturbances in 1919, the economic 
distress which resulted from tho genoral rise in prices, the bitter 
yesontment on the part of Muhammadans over the delay in announc
ing cha terms of peace with Turkey and their apprehensions lest 

i these terms should prove unfavourable to lurkey. It was a result 
°i these causes that the doctrine of non-co-operation, which was a 
revival of Gandhi’s Satyagraha movement ol 1919, begun to make 
•Apid progress in 1920.

The Beginning of N-C-O.
In March 1920 Gandhi established olose relations with Mahomed 

Ali, Shaukat Ali, and other leaders of the Kbilafnt movement, and 
he announced publicly that that movement had his sympathy and 
that he would load the non-co operation movemeut, directed against 
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\ Gbyernment, if the terms of peace with Turkey did iK^Nfce'et
. tW* sentiments of his Moslem fellow-subjects. He declared m-'twia^ 

manifesto that the only remedy left open to him was non-co-oper
ation based on non-violence. There was no very clear announce
ment at that time oi the precise form which the movement would 
take, but Gandhi defined bis programme later in the year after the 
lurkish peace terms had been published- There was to be a begin
ning of non-co operation by—

(!)  the resignation of titles and honorary posts ;
(2) the resignation of posts in the Civil Service of Government, | 

the Police being excluded ;
(3) the resignation of service in the Police and the Army ;
(4) the refusal to pay taxes.
By resolutions passed at a special meeting of Congress held at \ 

Calcutta in September 1920 the following items were added to the 
programme.

(1) withdrawal of children from educational institutions aided i 
and controlled by Government, and establishment in their placeB of I 
National Schools and Colleges ;

^  boycott by lawyers and litigants of British Courts and estab- 
lunmunt of private Arbitration Courts ;
t eer  i™ rr’ IUsa'. by military, clerical and labouring classes to volun- 

service in Mesopotamia ;
abstenfinT'^'^uWa* carid'da,:6s for election on new Councils and 1 

, on the part of voters ;
AH 8thdU?1 boyco, t of for(,ig'i goods.

of service in', wero to ba initiated before resigiiation i
were to be s t lr /T  , army’ allfi refusal to pay taxes, both of which

Little enthusiasm “  fi,‘al ^  ° f caniPaiS"'sections of moderate' -,Wa3 roused at first by the movement ; ail 
and his follovvors - '>pl" ,on wRre °pp°eed ho it, and even by Tilak 
while Hindu . Ta8 regarded with some doubt and suspicion
the more violent o' ,atarally was averse from a close alliance with ' 
But the personalia t. a!'ati,oal asPects of the Khilafat movement. ,
»b o  was believed L  1 the 6f di6r ° f the non-co-operation movement | 
peculiar attraction t 66 f  s,fllf!ess ascetic,— a character which has a I 
licatenants assiHno T  lndians— the propaganda which he and his I 
been caused oarn,cd on- the intense irritation which bad
Peace terms at r? . oma(Jans by the announcement of the Turkish 
on a large section 1fn Parfc,cu,ar of tho increasing economic pressure

t o S . r i s dre” * »'
9 P o .t • j -  r.he Volunteer Movement.

Jin c isquieting symptoms commenced to show them- I



I la®l®fs iii| fie  movement towards the end of the year 1920. A teMLniS 
• f«C£5>a!e military methods was developed in some of the V o li ir ^ M _ j 
Vq^aS5p^i°ns> which had been originally started, at any rate nominal- 

‘ypftSr-philanthropic and social service, and the leaders of the agita
tion against Government were not slow to utilise for political purposes 
these organisations as a potent instrument of social boycott.

This voluntoer movement has presented peculiar difficulties, 
partly owing to the fact that some of the associations were in the 
Past founded in good faith, in pursuance of some form of social 
service and have, in fact, on occasions rendored valuable assistance 
111 assisting strangers and facilitating the maintenance of order at 
great religious fairs and pilgrimages and partly owing to our disincli
nation to interfere with Associations whose activities were ostensibly 
directed to political objects which did not como within the criminal 
law. Violence is opposed to the professed objects for which members 
are drawn into these bodios ; yet gradually the establishment of 
the Associations has put into the hands of the leaders powerful 
organisations, which can be, and have been, used for sinister 
Purposes. Attempts to usurp functions of police, intimidation and 

| Use of violence to enforce hartals and social and commercial boycott,
?r under guise of ‘ swadeshi’ or temperance movements in order to 
impair the authority of Government, and terrorise political opponents, 
have been the prominent features of their recent activities. In some 

, Places only have military drill and evolutions boe(n practised. The 
avoidance, of violence has throughout been a part of their ostensible 

i creod, and it was a mattor of no small difficulty to decide at what 
1 Point thoir suppression was ossontial in the interest of law and 

ffi'der, and woufd not be* condemned by public opinion as undue 
j ’ hterference with tbo freedom of political associations. The non-co- 

operation movement presented other .sinister features in the grow- 
I )ng violence of speeches made by the principal Khilafat leaders, and 

't endeavoured to enlist the sympathy of students and immature 
school-boys while cause for anxiety was given by the possible effects 
0t> the Indian Army and Police of a campaign of seditious propa- 

, Stirida. As early as April 1920 instructions were issued by Lord 
i Chelmsford’s Government that there should be prompt prosecution 

°* all persons tampering with the loyalty of the Troops or the Polieo 
mid a echomo for instituting counter-propaganda was formulated in 
l uly of the same year. In September instructions were issued to 
_°cal Governments to take action vigorously to prosecute for all 
'"citcmonts to violence and their attention was (brawn in October

1
° the dangorotis potentialities which lay in the volunteer move- 
5j®nC Lastly, in Navfembcr 1920^' ^solution-wag ̂ passed by Lord 
Chelmsford’s Gpvernmeiit defining their general attitude towards

• ' ' '
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1SB JVUIrK PJPPP- f ! 2 L t
I * I JpJ[ nohlpo-operation campaign. It was explained that a ltb o i^ »tf»
V,A K p ^ jM e m e n t  was unconstitutional they had retrained Uili ii  i 

criminal proceedings against such of its promoters as 
~tran advocated, simultaneously with non co operation, abstention 
from violence, and they had given instructions to Local Govern
ments that action should be taken against those persons only who, 
in order to further the movement, bad advanced beyond the limits 
which its organizers had originally set up and had openly incited 
the public to violence by speech or writing, or endeavoured to 
tamper with tho loyalty of the Army or tho Police. The following 
considerations had influenced Government in adopting this 
policy :—

0) Reluctance to interfere with the freedom of the .Press and 
liberty of speech at a time when India was on tho thresh-hold of a 
great advance towards self-government.

(2) The knowledge that those against whom prosecution might 
bo directed would be likely to find in it the opportunity of posing 
as martyrs, and that they might swell the number of adherents tp 
their cause by evoking false sympathy.

(3) The belief that non-cooperation would be rejected by the
country as a whole as a visionary aud chimerical scheme, tho result 
rui' ''7  COU*d 0ll'y be widespread disorder, political chaos and the 
ap'p'al* BS P°ss0Bsed a real stake in tho country itself, the
r i JQU1? mftde to the ignorant and prejudiced and its creed

■t devoid of any constructive genius.
The Nagpur Congress

1920 at v!\.t'16 ^ 01,Sress meeting which was held in Decembor 
the wav r f<l” ri-l,i a u-6W staee was reaolled- Little up to that time in 
the movement3 f;0« ld be pointed to by the leaders of I
dared in certain parGrf fh  ^  t" oveme" t had undoubtedly engen- 
and lawlessness Pmn the coo,ntry a general spirit of disloyalty 
the specific iten ’ ° 8UC06S8 bad been attained in giving effect to
very Pfew _ ,° th® non-co-operation programme ; there had been
KUKled Th„ r ! - S 0f titl9S- a bandful only Of lawyers had bus- 
Councils ii P5a0t1,06’ and- though in the elections to the Reformed t 
Hod of i h,.i0 '^ tln« bad been somewhat interfered with, the constitu- 
oppositinn , ~°u” cils lad not be0n s,’riollsly affected by it. Strong 
tions nnri ti ad , 0 Provok<-'d by the attack on educational institu- 
was 6UP„ att!ack had no lasting effect. But Gandhi at Nagpur 
party t \ .ln “ PtoWW* tho entire Congress organisation for his I 
e-Yircmist ll at,° ! ' °  th® growi!’s strength in that body of the 
(• i ii,-nI;'alcme,lfc was given by the change in the first article of the 
jpg ’ maim-if118 the Congress which was effected by an overwhelm-

8 majority, the object of Congress being defined now as the



UK KOK-CO 0 M 1U T 10 N  S~%1
I nttSfm epi of Swaraj by all legitimate and peaceful means, wmgrl 

\ • ya® 9i pmi4sion of tbo reference to British connexion. It becnrnel j 
clear by this time that the intention of the leader o ifh e  

mwemtTnt was to spare no efforts by which the mere ignorant 
masses might bo permeated with their doctrine. An increasing 
activity with this object in view marked the early spring of 1921. 
There was great astuteness shown in promoting labour unrest and 
exploiting economic grievances, and promises of the widest character 
wore freely made (as now) to ignorant peasants— for example, rent- 
free lands, cheap clothes, cheap food and free railway passes. The 
first evidence of this policy was the widespread agitation among the 
tenantry of Oudh, from which in January 1921 serious disturbances 
resulted, and there was exploitation with some success about the 
same time by the non-co-operation leaders of the Akali movement 
among the Sikhs— a movement which in its inception seems to have 
been inspired by a genuino desire for religious reform— and success 
was attained to some extent by such leaders in giving to the move
ment a character which was definitely anti-Govornment. At the end 
of January the Local Governments receivod from Lord Chelmsford’s 
Government fresh instructions in view of those developments. 
That Government, wbilo they adhered to the general policy which 
had been enunciated in November 1920, impressed on tho Local 
Governments the necessity for instituting prosecutions with greater 
freedom in all cases of incitements to violence and endeavours to 
seduce police or Indian troops. Remedial legislation was urged where 
redress was domauded by genuine grievances. There were, too, to be 
steps taken for starting counter-propaganda whereby Government’s 
policy would be justified, and, in genoral, for enforcing respect for tho 
law. Government at the same time took every opportunity during 
the first session of the Reformed Legislature of convincing Indian 
opinion that tho Reforms were roal and great, and that they had con
ferred on the representatives of the people wide powers and that there 
was a readiness to inquire into the cause of discontent or any specific 
grievances. It was, for example, agreed to refer to the non official 
Committees of the Legislature certain Acts which conferred extra
ordinary powers on tho Executive, as well as the Acts regulating tho 
conduct of the Press ; the greatest consideration was shown, in framing 
the Budget, to the opinion of the Legislature.

The Beginning of Trouble, 1921
4. As the result of tho agitation which was carried on by the 

non-co-operation leaders, there took place in the early summer of 
1921 a stampede from the Tea Gardens of Assam of coolies to tba 
number of many thousands, and there was simultaneously a strike 
on the Aesam-Benga] Railway, Another development wus a strong



f i f l m X v ]  THE walTE PAFEli t l n x
I* I ci^Saigltp iagainst the use of foreign cloth anc! the drink traf^d^rl
V^Xp^^tdqiyin which a prominent part was played by intimidajjujifl j  

In spij^' of numerous prosecutions and restrictive orders a general 
weakening of the respect for law and order resulted from all these 
activities ; frequent out-breaks of mob-violence followed from this 
in various parts of the country and racial feeling directed against 
Europeans increased, whether they were engaged in commerce or 
in the service of Government. The leaders of the Khilafat party 
simultaneously employed languages which steadily increased in vio
lence, and many sections of the Mahomodan community, which had 
hitherto been untouched by it, were permeated by the agitation 
which aimed at the restoration of the Sultan of Turkey to bis 
temporal power and pre war religious ascendency. A series of 
speeches was made by the Ali brothers in the winter and the spring 
at various towns, in the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh, and in 
these speeches Groat Britain was openly described as the arch-enemy 
of Islam, and they did all in their power to incite against the British 
the animosity of their co-religionists. They declared that a time would 
arrive when it would he incumbent on all Mussalmans as a religious 
duty to draw the sword in defence of their religion ; nor did they 
hesitate to put forward tbo view that if a Mabommedan Power 
were to invade India with the object of avenging the cause of Islam 
they would support it. While their prosecution for those speeches was 
under consideration, their friends induced them to sign a public 
apology and to undertake that in future they would refrain from 
any writings which incited to violence or tended to the creation 
of an atmosphere of preparedness for violence. In a letter addrossed 
in June 1921 to all Local Governments the situation was reviewed.
J he Government of India were still convinced, in spite of the dis
quieting symptoms to which reference has beon made above, of the 
soundness of the general policy which had been pursed hitherto. 
They indicated at the same time that the attitudo of Government 
should >ri no way be relaxed towards any advocacy of violence, in
cluding not only direct incitements but speeches calculated to give 
rise to fr lings of disaffection, enmity or hatred, such as were likoly 
to lead to violence, not as a remote or ultimate consequence but as 
a ptohablo result in the near future.

Moslem Activity
A little time after this a more open form was assumed by 

the attempts to create disaffection in the ranks of the Police and 
the Army. There was widely published about mid-summer on the 
alleged authority of 501 Ulemas (learned men) a Fatwa, that is re
ligious pronouncement, which purported to interpret the precepts 
of the Koran. All services under Government was declared in this



r  U oJ L fo^ d d en  by tha Mussalman religion, and gerviee in the Poliae 
anoThe Army -was stigmatised as a specially heinous sin. A rw w A —̂  
Hon vs-,is passed at Karachi in July at the meeting of the All India 
KTEuIafat Committee, Mohamed Ali presiding, to the effect that it was 
inoumbent on all Mobammodaris as a religious duty not to join the 
Indian Army or to continue to serve in it or to give assistance in 
recruiting for the Army, and that the duty of all Mabommedans was 
to bring to the notice of the Moslem soldiers this religious injunction. 
Mohamed Ali, Saukat Ali, his brother, and 4 other Khilafat leaders, 
wore afterwards prosecuted for this resolution and convicted, the 
opnviction being under tho ordinary law. In tho month of July, 
riots or minor disturbances took place, with serious loss of life in 
some instances, at the following places :— Dharwar, Madras, Aligarh, 
Calcutta, Chittagong, Matiari, Karachi. A fuller account of these 
events will be found in tho Repressive Laws Committee Report of the 
Indian Legislature together with its appendices. In the month of 
August took place the out break of the Moplabs. This was an 
organised rebellion of a whole country-side which was populated 
by Moslem tribes of a peculiarly backward and ignorant character, 
whose fanaticism the Khilafat leaders had by their speeches and 
writings deliberately excited. Without doubt a considerable body 
°f Hindu opinion was alienated from tho Khilafat movement by this 
rebellion, in which many thousands of Hindus were plundered and 
many hundreds murdered, as it has become widely known that
many Hindus were forcibly converted to Islam and Hindu temples 
desecrated. Attempts have been mode to exploit to the discredit 
°f the Government the lamentable railway train episode in which 
Moplah prisoners lost their life, but these have had little effect on 
Hindu opinion. Events in Malabar, however brought about no 
modification in the attitude of Gandhi. At. Delhi on November 
4th every Province was authorised by the Congress Committee to 
start civil disobedience. This authorisation stipulated, however, 
that conditions, such as proficiency in the spinning wheel, 'should be 

! fulfilled, the nature of which was so impracticable as to indicato 
that the immediate inception of this policy was not desired by the 
Congress. On the day of the landing in India of the Prince of 
Wales, viz., 17th November, a general hartal (cessation of business) 
took place in Northern India in most of the principal towns. An 
enthusiastic welcome was received by the Prince in Bombay itself 
W  an attack by non-co operators on people returning from His 
Royal Highness’s arrival developed into serious liots which lasted 
three days ; in these several Europeans were murdered, and in all 
there was a casualty list of 53 killed and approximately 400 wounded. 
Wide-spread intimidation on tho part of the volunteers marked
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1 • V ln ^a ĉu^ a ; on a smaller scale the same thing ojt^irld
/large towns. K J ±  J

' ■ November 17th and After.
6. A new and dangerous situation confronted Government 

after the events of the 17th November. An increasing disregard 
for lawful authority and the growth of a dangerous spirit of lawless
ness had been engendered by the out-breaks of the last months, and 
it had become evident that a systematic campaign of violence, 
intimidation and obstruction had been embarked on by many of the 
V oluiiteer Associations, to combat which it had proved ineffective 
to proceed under the ordinary criminal law. In many places these 
associations were at first recruited from educated classes, but as the 
campaign became more violent they began to draw adherents from 
unemployed labours, mill-hands and cily-rabble, many of whom were 
paid for their service. Government decided in these circumstances 
that measures of a more eompiehensive and drastic character should 
he resorted to, and information was s nt to the Local Governments 
that sanction could be giveu to the application of the Seditious 
Meetings Act in any district where it was considered necessary to 
a‘ opt that course. Instructions were also given to them that 
vigorous use should be made of the provisions of the Criminal Laiv 
i'lpoal mf Mt .Aot b>art f°r combating the Volunteer Associations’ 

. f  ,ac lvit,0*i and that troops should be employed more freely,
| \ ° ‘ ,|er ,0 re-inforce the police and to hearten and encourage

'*{ , j• *V® citizens, and the measures to be taken in the event
f4ovi'rnm n? 8° lfence 'je*nK inaugurated were laid down. Provincial 
T n i , 1 9, ,were as5ur®d of the full support of the Government of
battalions and'lho'‘ • Whi,° t.he forraation arm®d Polfoe
sueeestad i, ■ , eil8,vo enrolment of special constables was

” ro h ,? up  r  • « « - »prominent t-),0;„ ' 1 ott“ [1'lers against the ordinary law, however
S t 01; ;  « - « - * » > ■ » « « » " » « .  t» « . . *

laid on tbu ; ' ° r l^6 maintenance of authority. Emphasis was
measures ^ l ! ? ° n.anC0-0f 00« nt«aoting decisively the first active 
dear that tb V n 10 e ‘ Ve 6ffd0t t0 civil disobedience. It wa3 made 
emhloved ; , e " str6ngtb of Government’ s resources was to bo 
p tv rtic in a t 'n r- n6n0Sl a r y ‘ ' o f  fchis P u r Pos0' an(1 t h a t  t h ® most prominent 
arrested imm, A ni" veme,,t* n°fc excluding Gandhi, should be
bv practically fc«aTe y Vr prosecuted- Aotion waa Promptly taken 
with thfl=n 7 Governments in Northern India, in accordance
I  , The Suditi0U8 A«* **> introducedin most of the seriously affected districts in the Punjab Bihar
r io ^ f i  A, T  S'Kl 1:j,rm4' In SOme Provi 1,008 tb0 various Associations had been proclaimed as unlawful under the Criminal Law
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^ !̂ i:'‘»(iraent Act a few days before the receipt of our instrucrfcfltl 
yiMT^er^ari) other Provinces have now issued similar proclamatrbfns*^ 

\%jilargj^number of persons have also been arrested and convicted 
under that Act and other enactments for preservation of law and 
order. At the same time prosecutions were more freely instituted 
against newspapers, leaders and speakers who had incited to violence, 
throughout the year proceedings had been taken against a number 
°f persons who had directly or indirectly advocated violeuce. 
Although serious alarm had been causod among a substantial section 
of Moderate opinion by the turn events had taken in the middle of 
November, and it had demanded that sterner measures should be 
adopted by tho Government, a disappointing revulsion of Moderate 
opinion in political and journalistic circles followed on the enforcement 
°f the two Acts to which reference has been made above and the pro
secution and conviction under them of a large number of persons.

An inclination was shown to represent the new policy as an 
Uiterference with the freedom of association for political purposes 
Ul‘d with the right of free speech, and there was a disposition on 
this ground to make common cause with the Extremists. It was 
urged by many of the leaders of Moderate opinion that a Round 
J-able Conference should be held at which Government should be 
represented and all shades of political opinion, in order that some 
solution might be found of the situation through the means of some 
act of constructive statesmanship ; there was advanced however no 
definite constructive suggestion. A deputation to His Excellency 
rhe Viceroy on tho 21st December in Calcutta advanced the demand 
for Conference. The speech of His Excellency explained to the 
deputation fully the reasons by which Government wore induced to 
enforce special Acts. It emphasised the determination of Govern
ment to protect its law-abiding subjects, and a grave warning was 
in it conveyed as to the effect which affronts offered to the Throne 
were likely to produce on the public and on Parliament in the 
L nited Kingdom. Insistence was also made by His Excellency on 
the imperative necessity of the discontinuance of the unlawful 
activities of the non-co-operation party as a fundamental condition 
which should precedo the discussion of any question of a Con. 
Terence. A steadying effect was brought about in Moderate opinion 
by his speech.

The Ahmedabad Congress

During Christmas wook the Congress held its annual meeting 
at Ahmedabad. ' Gandhi had been deeply impressed by the rioting 
at Bombay, as statements made by him at the time had indicated 
and the rioting had brought home to him the dangers of mass civil 
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1 • \ ‘feij*1’ ''•i! " ce > and t l̂a resolutions of the Congress gave evrli^®
. • < ^ i s i  n o e they not only rejected the proposals which the extrerore 

^V^inglM the Khilafat party had advanced for abandoning the policy 
of non-violenco, but whilst organisation of civil disobedience when 
fulfilment of the Delhi conditions had taken place was urged in 
them, omitted any reference to the non payment of taxes and were 
worded in such a way as to suggest that for the present civil 
disobedience would be restricted to defiance the Seditious Meetings 
Act and the Criminal Law Amendment Act directed against 
unlawful associations. Gandhi was appointed to be the sole 
executive authority of the Congress Committee. An overwhelm
ing majority in the Subjects Committee of the Congress rejected 
the resolution as to a Round Table Conference, and it was mado 
clear by Gandhi that any such Conference must be a Con
ference which would meet to register his decrees. In January 
there was held at Bombay a Conference of politicians outside the 
Congress-fold in order to formulate terms upon which it would be 
possible to have a Conference. The resolutions which purported to 
have been passed by this body were passed in reality by 20 only 
nut, ot 200 persons. According to our information the attitude 

Gandhi, who attended it and announced that he reserved the right 
1 ’ continue, during a conference, preparations for civil disobedience 

, ' 1R’’ “rolment of volunteers, in return for the impossible condi- 
w ^'Government were asked to accept, had the result that Sir 

,in varan air, the President, withdrew and that Moderate opinion 
was alienated and disgusted.
tt- ,;'0' "m,lr’ iration of the resolutions was subsequently made to 
.. .. iii-ni;, iV J r 1,6 Vhcer°y who in reply stated that the basis for 
th in i ' 1 u nscu88,on as to a Conforonce was not contained in 
the Vicerov ° f l7*1®*1 was Pracfcio!*l,y an ultimatum to
declared in this d- ^ a,ldtd followed on the 4th February. He 
a campaign of civil X o b * ^ 6 tb8 n0n'°°  operation patty had had
they might secure th!^.efhence forced uPon them’ ,n ordar t'lat 
lion and frer  V 18 ®|en>ent.ary rights of free speech, froo associa- 
sougbt bv it . leSS’ W ]10̂  maintained that Government had 
willr havin^ r0C.°nt measures to repress, and he charged the Viceroy 
although . i  ̂ 1 °Jocted summarily the proposal for a Conference 
, littee of c l  erms w,lio*1 had been accepted by the Working Com
as his C a P - . ' f ! 58 a°u°,rd8d with the requirement of His Excellency 
at the same ti SI’Pec'̂ 1 ^ad indicated them. An announcement was 
all prisoners ma'!,e by him tbat if Government agreed to releaso 
gaw i l  v !Cted,“ ? U" d0r tri d for "on-violent activities and
non v l l e ^  l S r  abB° ’Utely t0 ! from interfering with all

1 i '  ies on the part of the non-co-operation party, he

' Got̂ X
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I UvoS, bi) |repared t° p°stp°ne ci' il disobedience of an aggi^^hl 
>• -Vil) the offenders now in prison had an op p ortu n iy jol j

reviewing the whole situation, while continuing the illegal and 
seditious propaganda of the non-co-operation party. It was in reply 
to this manifesto that the Government of India issued the com
munique already published,

Situation in February 1922
7. The following may be said to be the situation at the 

moment:— The lower classes in the towns have beon seriously 
afFected, although in tho various items of its programme which have 
hitherto been attempted it has failed or secured but a partial 
success ; and although the influence of tho movement has been much 
smaller in tho rural tracts generally, in certain areas the peasantry 
have been affected particularly in parts of the Assam Valley, United 
Provinces, Bihar and Orissa and Bengal. As regards the Punjab, 
the Akali agitation which tho Extemists had fostered for their own 
ends has penetrated to the rural Sikhs. A large population of the 
Mahomedan population throughout the country are embittered and 
sullen as a result of the Khilafat agitation, the need for counter
acting which through a modification of the Sevres lreaty has been 
incessantly and emphatically urged by the Government of tiidia. We 
desire to take this opportunity of reiterating our convictions as to the 
imperative necessity of conciliating Mahomedan opinion by tb 1 modi 
fication of Turkish peaco terms. Wo believe that in the appeasement 
of 70 million Mohammedans of India and consequent relief to a situa
tion of real danger, tranquility of India is of tho utmost importance 
Moderate opini, on the other hand, has been alarmed and alienat
ed by tho recent declarations, and by tho attitude of Gandhi. Jiis 
failure so far to achieve any definito result has compelled him to 
resort to civil disobedience, which he proposes to start in Bardoli 
Taluka where ho has a strong local following, and to join issue on 
grounds that will secure to the Government the maximum support, 
for the measures it will take. While this entails grave possibilities, 
the Government of India are satisfied that the Army and the great 
majority of the Police aro staunch. There js I)0 disaffection on tho 
part of the majority of the population, and there nro now more pro
mising economic conditions with a bumper harvest in prospect. 
Religious and racial feeling at the same timo is so bitter tl <t the 
Government of India are prepared for disovder of a more formidable 
nature than has in the past occurred, and do not seek to minimise 
in any way the fact that great anxiety is caused by tho situation.

8. The Government of India desire in conclusion to make 
clear the principle which throughout has underlain their policy in 
regard to the non co operation movement. Of the risks inherent
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.: li^^his tnoy have been fully conscious, and if the moro fii»sfi|

y . V ' ^ u ^ a y  which have been demanded by some of their c r i t i c fu M r l i  
\ ; not previously beon adopted in dealing with it, tbis has not been 

o'.MUir to any distrust in their power to suppress any possible out
breaks nor because instructions from higher authority have tied 
their hands, but because their belief is that a stafcesman-like policy 
must have in view the ultimate, moro far-reaching, and more endur- 
Z S ':ol,lso'iU0||ces of any action taken rather than the immediate 
enacts it js with the co-operation of the people of India that 

n lsh rule in India hitherto has been carried on, and it is essential 
tor its^continued success that there should be such co-operation. It 
has therefore been regarded by the Government of India as of the 
u most consequence that they should carry with them, so far as 
practicable m any measure that they took against the non-co opera- 
ioii movement, the approval and acquiescence of Indian opinion, 
vide nee is given by the receDt debates in the Indian Legislature 

that m this they have been largely successful. Nevertheless, though 
the impracticable nature of the demands of non-co-operation is 
realised by sober and sensible Indians, it has not been possible to 
ignore the fact that the non co-operation movement has to a large 

ent been engendered and sustained by nationalist aspirations, 
w h iV i ’ ' U' as M»hommedans are concerned, by religious feelings 
nro»rnmm!.J 3 ttrr' llg appeal to those also who havo not adopted its 
tbi°in mind a'th th,° Goven' ment of India have thought, bearing 
to menswa^d t s  hPathf° f Wisd° m lay. in exercising, in regard 
thoir iudemnni- 1 5 motives, as much forbearence as in the
their belief tlm^rn- cons.istenb witb their responsibilities. It is 
long run. us policy will bejustihod by its fruits in the

d a t t f m  1 9 ^  D em im ent' to SecreiarV ° f  State for India,

Provinces°T— S teIegraB,s received from Government of the United

“ Cfm !° Wing ' ,rf ss communique being issued :—
Chaura affa^r^alre° 1 wires as follows regarding Chauri
previous Werfnnlrl' 1 reported—  Trouble arose as follows. On 
prevent ealos 0f iw, "i attelnpt to picket Muderwa Bazzar and 
Police ; also an Ahir’ n t l T  1,qu?r> had been frustrated by 
convict and had become a pen6,oner’ 'A’ho was a previous
with loss of his position t ? " *WM ? Hed " P a,ld threatened
that is, next b a m d a y  J ? L , i f ' 1D̂ ' 011 Saturday.r aay, to forcibly picket bazaar and over-awe all
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'  t K *  r J  b? numbers. Owner of bazaar is a loyal ZanfiMir,
’ * 7'=’" prcmeeded to bazaar through police station grounds. ln * f  J 

olio0 station with kunkar and bricks. Eventually police 
nr of] - in the air. The attack was renewed in greater force ; the 
mob rushed the police and they fled, some into fields and some into 
buildings. A few police must have fired on the mob in earnest but, 
whether it was before the rush or not, 1 cannot say. The buildings 
were set on fire, and all the force there, except one constable and 
one cbaukidar who escaped, were brutally beaten to-death and then 
bj rn(;\ ^ so a ' ’ fctde boy servant of the sub-inspector was murder- 
ed- Resistance to mob was, I fear, badly organised. Then the mob 
tore up two rails on the line, cut the telegraph wire and scattered 
In all 21 police and cbaukidars killed and two rioters at least. The 
attack was deliberately organised by volunteers, but there was a biV 
crowd with them. Number of crowd 1,500 to 2,000. I have just 
returned from Chauri Chaura. Impossible to give details at present.
1 military  h a v e  a r r i v e d  a n d  p o l i c e  fo r c e  o f  d i s t r i c t  has b e e n  s t r e n g t h e n 
e d .  T h e r e  is  n e r v o u s n e s s  in o t h e r  th a n a s ,  a n d  r e q u e s t s  f o r  r e i n f o r c e 
m e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  r e c e i v e d .  N o  r e n e w a l  o f  d i s o r d e r  y e t .  I n v e s t i g a t i o n
Proceeding.”
, , I I - — C o m m i s s i o n e r ’ s w i r e  f r o m  B a r o i l ly  : — ' ‘ C a s u a l t i e s  y e s t o r -  
ay 8 r io ts ,  o n e  m a n  k i l l e d  o n  s p o t  ; t w o  s in ce  d i e d  in  h o s p i t a l  • f iv e  

w o u n d e d  n o w  in h o s p i t a l ,  i n c l u d i n g  o n e  w o m a n  ; p o s s i b l y  f iv e  m n n  
" m i n d e d  ; n u m b e r  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a s c e r t a i n . ”

W e  h a v e  d r a w n  a t t e n t i o n  o f  all  l o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t s  b y  t e l e g r a m  
o  s t a n d i n g  o r d e r s  r e g a r d i n g  f i r in g  in a i r ,  a n d  d i r e c t e d  t h e m ' t o  
m p r e s s  t h e s e  o n  d i s t r i c t  a n d  s u b o r d i n a t e  o f f i ce rs .

» 1  •*»*>
Working Committee Congress passed following resolutions 

mongst others at Bardoli on 11th and 12th :— In  view o f  fart that 
mminence of civil disobedience has always resulted in violent

S ' * ?  01 di‘ .°rd1*rt  Committee L , .  ° S
obed.onee, including non-payment of taxes and rent at Bardoli 

id elsewhere, be suspended till non-repetition of outbreaks is
cessUat6ionb y  f m ? - P h e r e  ° f, I l o n ' v i ,o l e ! l c e ' W o r k i n g  C o m m i t t e e  a d v i s e s  
P i e t e r  f  aC,  IVlt1®8 d ®s i g n e d  t0 c o u r t  a >rest,  a n d  s t o p p a g e  o f  all  
P c k e t m g  s a v e  f o r  p e a c e f u l  p u r p o s e s  in  l i q u o r  s h o p s  ; f u r t h e r  a d v i s e *

of ] T 8 °  f  a -V0 un.6eer Processions and public meetings in defiance 
voln, tee ”  V,e'^ °  coraP,a,nts of laxity of selection of members of 

nteer corps, C o n g r e s s  organisations arc warned to revise lists 
remove persons not conforming to standards already proscribed
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l* \ ® ° W nB 1° 'jave effect, pending meoting All-India (jsJSkrlss 
\ y JBWPE»yfy*oe. In the meantime Working Committee adviseslernAtJ 

ment °i crore of members of Congress to whom creed is to be 
carefully explained ; efforts to be directed to promote use of lthadar 
and spinning wheels ; organisation of national schools ; amelioration 
of depressed classes, organisation of temperance campaign and 
Panchayats’ Social Service Department to be emphasised ; and collec
tions to lilak Swaraj Fund to be encouraged. Special committee to 
be appointed to find employment for those giving up Govt, service.

From Viceroy, Home Department, to the Secretary of State for 
India, dated 28th February 1922.

In continuation of our telegram of 9th February— The massacre 
on the 4th February of 21 police by a mob of volunteers at Chauri 
Chaura in Gorakhpur, and in a lesser degree the serious rioting that 
took place on the following day at Bareilly shocked every shade of 
Moderate opinion throughout the country and led to a revulsion 
of feeling against the leaders of the non-co operation movomont 
and the movement itself. The Working Committee of the Congress 
met at Bardoli on the 11th and 12th February, Gandhi presiding, 
and passed the resolutions which have already been communicated 
tn my telegram to you of the 14th inst. As a consequence of this 
° 0,1 lb0 Part of the leadors, of which we received
° n February incomplete telegraphic information only, wo

eci o that there should be a postponement for a short time of 
,, 0 1,ls 'tution of proceedings which had been proposed by the 
bv° ™ n t  of Bombay against them and which had been approved 
•>y us, m order that we might ascertain whether it was really their 
' 0 discontinue all illegal activities and whether their action

I , • 0 e,m°rsed by the Congress Committee. We reached this
• *" . ’ 1 10ut consultation with the Government of Bombay in 

, 10 tugency of the oase : that Government were just about
{ 0 , 0 arr09t: with our concurrence, and they had been urging
„  t ' , ra 'S the prosecution of Gandhi. A public announce- 

- m  slnce. l)0e|i made by us in the Assembly that, so long as
load -'Va3 * cont,'.nuariC0 of any illegal activities on the part of the 
. ?18’ ^or Policy towards the movement a9 a whole will undergo
ain-; ang8' , e. -All-India Congress Committee is at the moment 

«  .a i', information wo have received is to tho
I ,l. ® confirming tho resolutions passed at Bardoli, it
i:  ̂ piu,f[ior.oi individual civil disobedience and the picketing of 
nqnor-shopB and foreign cloth subject to certain conditions ; but any 
oDandonmont of aggressive measures may be opposed by the Khilafat 
committee. So far as local developments are concerned the Moham-

'lHR WHITE PAPER / w W
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I ItoOT® cijtfeen population is quiet for the moment in the U'nite\§jjpl 

v ) ! ®  jniyvery hostile and disorderly elements are very imperfefcyU^j 
**-a t ?J|» oontrollod by the non-co-operator leaders. In the Punjab the 
strength of the Akali movement is increasing and it is more and more 
tending towards the defiance oi the Government. There has been a 
development of the movement on lines of its own and independently 
of the main movement of non-co operation. Some anxiety is caused 
by a fairly general strike of the Indian staff of the East Indian 
Railway, a strike which without doubt has been engineered for poli
tical purposes, but the latest information we have is to the effect that 
the situation is improving, that traffic conditions are becoming easier, 
ai'd that men are beginning to return to work.

From Viceroy, Home Department, to Secretary of State for India 
dai«d 1st March 1922.

Following is text of resolutions ns finally passed by All India 
Congress Committee, night of 25th Feb. : —

“ All-India Congress Committee, having carefully considered 
^solution passed by Working Committee at its meeting hold at 
Bardoli on 11th and 12th inst,, confirms the said resolution with 
Modifications noted therein ; and further resolves that individual 
£IV>I disobedience, whether of defensive or aggressive character, may 
oo commenced in respoct of particular places or particular laws at 
fho instance of and upon permission being granted therefore by the 
rcspective Provincial Committees, provided such civil disobedience 
®oall not, be permitted unless all the conditions laid down by 
Congress Committee or Working Committee are strictly fulfilled.

‘ Reports having been received from various quarters that 
Picketing regarding foreign cloth is as necessary as liquor picketing, 
All-India Congress Committee authorises such picketing of a bona- 
nde character on same torms as liquor picketing mentioned in 
Rardoli resolutions.

All-India Congross Committee wishes it to be understood 
that resolutions of the Working Committee do not mean any 
I'-bandonment of original Congress programme of non-co-operation,
0r permanent abandonment of mass civil disobedience, but considers 
|hat an atmosphere of necessary mass non-violence can be established 
by workers concentrating upon constructive programme framed by 
'Forking Committee at Bardoli.

All-India Congress Committee holds civil disobedience to be 
fight and duty of people to be exercised and performed whenever 
l’ tate opposes the declared will of the people. Individual civil 
disobedience is disobedience of order or laws by single individual 
br an ascertained number of group of individuals; therefore, a



II rajphibiled public meeting where admission is regulated by'lllokels, 
V v S / n0 uuauthorised admission is allowed, is an irjjst|i|;ej  
X ^ ^ o i^ d tv id u a l  civil disobedience ; whereas a prohibited meeting to 

^-wfertSh general public is admitted without any restriction is an 
instance of mass civil disobedience. Such civil disobedience is 
defensive when prohibited public meeting is held for conducting 
normal activity, although it may result in arrests. It would bo 
aggressive if it js held not for any normal activity, but merely for 
the purpose of courting arrests and imprisonment.”

From Viceroy, Home Department, to the Secretary of State for 
India, dated 1st March 1922.

In view of the resolution passed by the All-India Congress 
o ramie tee by which it is made clear that no fundamental change 

to take place in the policy of the non-co-operation party, it has 
teen decided by us that the Government of Bombay be informed 
that steps should now proceed for the arrest and prosecution of 
Gandhi, which in view of the facts stated in our telegram of the 
1 lth February were postponed by us, and that action should be 
taken accordingly by the Government of Bombay.
, j  ■ ^r°m Viceroy, Home Department, to the Secretary of State for  
Mia, dated 5th March 1922.

Th. ^ ,eren“  ' s re(lue8ted to my telegram dated the 1st March.
jovcinraent of Bombay have telegraphed as follows 

in Conn 'i i k®011 decided unanimously by the Governor of Bombay 
under Th 1 , t^6 Prosecution of Gandhi should be proceeded with

article. publ “hdi ni,^ ?Yal ®?ctio" 12iA’ jl1 re8pect of four/ n  . _ , 111 Y o u n g  I n d i a  as f o l l o w s
1921— ''Disaffection'!— a Virtue.”

(3) inn, VvPtemlber 1921— “ Tampering with Loyalty.”
(4) 9 1  i “°t'mber 1921— “ A Puzzle and its Solution.”
\ V  ^ rd F e b r u a r y  1 9 2 2 - ‘ ‘Shaking the Manes.”

on the "TTT Wa9 a^° arrived at to proceed at the same time 
iudiu ” l' larH° #g“ inst S. G. Banker, the priutor of “ Young

Thursday?^* lW d o i i^ 8 place Pr°bably onithe evening of the 9th,

“

dated \°m Marchy'i922 e Deparfment’ to Secretary of State for India, 

Bombay Go-t, intimato that Gandhi was arrested evening of 10th,

■ G°% \
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|1| . . .  <SL
Constitution of

The Indian National Congress Organisation
As adopted by the Congress o f 1908, and amended by the Congress of 

1911, 1912 , 1915, 1 91 6 , 1 91 7 , 1 9 1 8  and 1 9 2 0

THE OBJECT
A rticle I.— The object of the Indian National Congress is tho 

attainment of Swaraj by the people ol India by all legitimate and 
peaceful means.

Article II. — The Sessions of the Congress— (o) The Indian 
National Congress shall ordinarily meet once every year during 
Christmas holidays at such a place as may have been decided upon 
at its previous session or such other place as may have been deter
mined by the All-India Congress Committee hereinafter referred to.

(b) An extraordinary session of the Congress may be summon
ed by the All-India Congress Committee either of its own motion or 
on the requisition of a majority of the Provincial Congress Commit- 
t3es' wk.er0ver it may deem it advisable to hold such a session ; and 
the rticleg of this constitution shall apply with such modifications 
as tie All-India Congress Committee may consider necessary in 
respect of each session.

Component Parts of the Congress Organisation
Article 111 — The Indian National Congress Organisation shall 

consist of the following ;
p  -L  ̂^°/ t̂lf̂ an National Congress ( i )  Provincial Congress 

ommi (.es (c) district Congress Committees (d) Sub Divisional, 
Th U ^AIM rr o ’ ^*r^a or other Local Congress Committees (e)

° m ^ or|gress committee. ( / )  Such other committees
01 8 ■ l',. lttaB may from time to time be recognised by the Con- 

8 p "  . 18 behalf (p) Bodies formed or organised periodically by 
i rovincial, pistriot, Taluqa or Tebsil, Firka or other Local 

P 61=3 committees such as the Reception committee of the 
Ajngresg and the Provincial District, Taluqa or Tehsil or other 

Local Conferences.
A rticle T'/.— Membership—H o  person shall be eligible to be a 

mom v f o any of the organisations referred to in the foregoing 
r it e, ut! ess he or sho has attained the age of 21 and expressed in 

writing his or her acpe^tarice of the object and the methods as laid , 
(to .vn in Article. I of this constitution end of the Rules of the Congress 

v  V , -  '• ■'  . ;  ' ‘ ' * r f ■
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' • V 7.— The following shall he (be Provinces
Xl^lSagtWB/inen.loned against them and, where no headquarters-mre-^ 

x''%entSofiod orin every other case, the respective Provincial Congress 
committees shdl have the power to fix or alter them from time to time.

Province Language Head-quarte r
1 Madras ... ... (Tamil) Madras
2 Andhra ... ... (Telugu)
3 Karnatak ... ... (Canarese) Gadag
i  Kerala ... ... (Malayalam) Calicut
5 City of Bombay ... ... (Marathi & Gujrati) Bombay
G Maharashtra .. ... (Marathi) Poona
7 Gujarat .. ... (Gujrati) Ahmedabad
8 Sindh ... ... (Sindbi)
9 United Provinces ... (Hindustani) Allahabad

10 Punjab ... ... (Punjabi) Lahore
11 Frontier Prov. ... ... (Hindustani) Peshawar
12 Delhi ... ... (Hindustani) Delhi
13 Ajmer, Merwar, & Br. hajputana (Hindustani) Ajmer
14 Central Prov. ... ... (Hindustani) Jubbulpore
15 Central Prov. ... ••• (Marathi) Nagpur
16 Berar ... ... (Marathi) Amraoti
77 Behar ... (Hindustani) Patna
78 Utkal Orissa ... — (Oriya)
79 Bengal & Surma Valley ••• (Bengali) Calcutta
20 Assam — — (Assamese) Gauhati
“ 1 Burma ... ... (Burmese) Bangoon

Provided that the All-India Congress Committee may from time 
to time assign particular Indian States to particular Provinces and a 
Provincial Congress Committee may in its turn allot particular 
Indian States assigned to it by the All-India Congress committee 
to particular Districts within its jurisdiction.

The existing Provincial Congress committees shall forthwith 
I Proceed to reorganise themselves in terms of this constitution. 

Such reorganisation shall be final, until it i? revised by the All-India 
Congress Committee.

Article VI.— (a) There shall he a Provincial Congress com- 
mitttoe in and for each of the Provinces named in the foregoing 
article.

(b) F.ach Provincial Congress cor m i t t ,  shall organise district 
and other committees referred to in article 111 and shall have the 
Power to frame rules for laying down conditions of membership and 
for the conduct of business, not inconsistent with this constitution oy 

■ T 'ules made by the All-India Congress committee.



V \ ^™ fC)  •/y3'3̂  Prov' nc>aI Congress committee shall cdijist of repTfeCTml . 
V,,-tames.elected annually by the members of the distrhi and otmdr J 

Comrairfees in accordance with the rules made by t «  Provincial 
Congress committees.

A rticle VII.— Membership of local Congress Organisation— Every 
person not disqualified under article IV and paying a subscription of |
1 as. per year shall be entitled to become a member tf any orgatiisa 
tion controlled by Provincial Congress committees.

A rticle  V ill .  — /election of Delegates— Each Povincial Congress 
committee shall be responsible for the election (f delegates to the 
Congress creed.

'  0l|e shall be qualified for election whi is not of tho age of
-1 years and who does not subscribed the Coigress creed.

The number of delegates shall be not mire than one for every 
60 thousand of the inhabitants of the Proviice in its jurisdiction, 
including tho Native States therein, in acidrdance with the last 
census : provided, however that the inclusioi of Native States in the 
electorate Bball not be taken to include any interference by the 
Congress with the internal affairs of such States.

Each Provincial Congress Committee shall frame rules for the 
e Pet.on of delegates and representation of minorities, special 
u, erests or classes needing special protection.

e rules shall provi lj for the oiganisation of electorates arid 
s i i prescribe the procedure to be adopted for securing the propor- 
lona repreaentation (by a single transferable vote) of every variety 

of political opinion
hi sent tAI(lkeSn, r̂am6  ̂ by each Provincial Congress committee shall 
'JOth Anr:; foo n8ra? ®ecretaries of the Congress not later than the 
tion bv tl * q w.b'cb rules shall be published for general informa- 

EachP 11 refHr,'e8 as 300n aa Possible after the receipt thereof.
rovinoinl Joiigress committee shall send to the Reception 

ijst nf .! 0 , V 1 en®uiog Session of the Congress, an alphabetical , 
, ®0 elected containing the full name, occupation,
i, r I r r 'gl0!' H,ld address of each of them to reach the committee 

of an f^t! ?, 16 1 r'J day o{ Eiecember every year, and in the case 
,a,01< lnary ‘ssion, not later than ten days before the date 

adverted for the hoi Mng 0f such Session.
rommiffIICL  ̂ n ‘̂ '  Subscription— (a) Each Provincial Congress 
P 8 8 ,a ‘ Pfty annually such subscription to the All-India

(l\ - r ™ ,Ue6 a* may *3e ^xecl ^  the latter from time to time. 
i .„H- Alen0l,9t of the Congress committee shall vote at the 

■ •* d r9prai<';ltat'ves or delegates or be elected as such, unless \
and until he has paid the subscription due by him.

AKTlCnS X. Delegation* Certificates— Each committee referred

( i f  REVISED CONSTITUTION OF I C T
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\H ^ ) v rtIi: n a t io n a l  congress 3{^ T
r. \° j p tl^;iArtipla VIII shall issue certificates to the delegates 
x ^ I ^ ^ a c e o t d a n c e  with the form hereto attached, marked appem*"  ̂
j d% ,'A, arjd signed by the Secretary of the Committee.

A rticle  XI.— Delegation fees—Every delegate on presenting 
such a certificate and paying a fee of Rs. 10 at the Congress office 

| s a l receive a ticket entitling him to admission to the Congress 
Randal.

A rticle XII.— Bight to vote--Delegates shall alone have the 
power of voting at the Congress sittings or otherwise taking part in 

J  its deliberations.
Article X llL — Eectption Committee—The Reception Committee 

shall be lormed by the Provincial Congress committee at least six 
months before the meeting of the annual session and may include 
persons who are not members of the Provincial Congress committee.

0 "?emhors of the Reception Committee shall pay not less thau Ks. J5 each.
A rticle XIV.— Tho Reception Committee shall elect its Chair

man and other office bearers from among its own members.
A rticle  X V ,— It shall be the duty of the Reception Committee

0 collect funds for the expensos of the Congress Session, to elect
1 resident of the Congross in the manner set forth in the following 
article, and to make all necessary arrangements for the reception 
and accommodation of delegates and guests, and as far as practicable 
°f visitors, and for tho printing and publication of the report of the 
Proceedings, and to submit a statement of receipt and expenditure 
to the Provincial Congress committee within 4 months of tlo 
Congress Session.

A rticle XVI.— Election of President.— The several Provincial 
congress committees shall, as far as possible, by tho end of June 
suggest to ‘ he Reception Committee the names of porsons who are, in 
neir opinion, eligible for the Presidentship of the Congress as the 

Recepnon Committee shall, us far as possible, in the first week of 
-July submit to all the Provincial Committees tbe names as suggested 
or their turn recommendations, provided that such final recom

mendation will be of any one, but not more, of such names, and the 
reception Committee shall, as far as possible, meet in the month of 
August to consider such recommendations, If the person recom
mended by a majority of the Provincial Congress committee is 
accepted by a majority of the members of the Reception Committee 
Present at a special meeting oalled for the purpose, that person shall 
be the President of the next Congress. If, however, tbe Reception
committee is unable to accept the President recommended b v ,he 
provincial Congress committees, or in the case of emergency, bv 
‘ 93igtiation, death or otherwise o i he President elected in this
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• V &jjpn} t§lb Matter shall forthwith be referred by ii to the A fnLlia , ![ 
” Q,’|J’e88 committee whose decision shall be arrived at, as far as j 

V^possrble, before the end of September : in either case the election shall 
,e lla ’ Provided that :n no case shall the person so elected as Presi
dent belong to the province in which the Congress is to bo held.

1 he President of a special or extraordinary session shall be elected ] 
y the All-India Congress committee, subject to the same proviso, > 

Article XYII.—Disposal of Funds.—(a) The Reception Com- j 
mittoe shall, through the Provincial Congress committee of the I 

tovince, remit to the All-India Congress committee not later than 
wo weeks_ after the termination of the Congress Session, ordinary 

UF 6X/,r?0rdinary> half ĥ® delegation fees from the Congress Fund,
-11 I ^ deception Committee has a balance after defraying | 
p . ® expenses of the session, it shall hand over the same to the I

rovincial Congress committee in the Province in which the session 
"as held to form the Provincial Congress Fund for that province. 

A rticle  XVIII.— 4-udit.— The receipts and expenditure of the 
eception committee shall be audited by an auditor or auditors I 

appointed by the Provincial Congress committee concerned, and the 
s a evnent of accounts together with Ihe Auditor’s report shall be sent 
th > 6 .roviricial Congress committee not later than six months from 

> - mination of the Congress to the All-India Congress committee.

The All-India Congress Committee.

sist X IX .— The All-India Congress' Committee shall con-
Officio m t tnem^ers> exclusive of Ex-Officio members. The Ex- 
Generai o ' ” lflr8 ®hall b® all past Presidents of the Congress and the 

Each °p9*!â e8. and treasurers of the Congress, 
number of n rov,'li0'a  ̂ Congress Committee shall elect the alloted 
the member"0"  ^ rs °* t*3e All-India Congress Committee from among 

The allot'' Congress Committees within their jurrdiction, 
to the linguist'^9'1t shall be on the basis of the population according I 
may nniiear mn„ rer*,stribution of Provinces or in such other manner as 
aha,. p u b l i e h ^ T ^ 16 *° tbe All-India Congress Committeo, and 
31st. day 0f j ... ' f ,by J:110 -India Congress Committee before the 

The 1921.
for the election'll-°^ 6|'e°*',0n he ^ e  same as already prescribed

be in the^ml! !i° All-India Congress Committee sh--’ ’ rdinarily 
Th- fi t Aii°t ?vem^er‘

hall be" Jb" j ' d lld ‘ a C o n g r e s s  C o m m i t t e e  u n d e r  t h is  C o n s t i t u t i o n

m e m b e r s  o  r t  a i m  ^  b * fo r e  t h e  3 0 t h  J '>no 1 9 2 1 ‘ U n t i l  th e n  the  
c o n t i n u e  in office *  C o , le resB  C o m m i t t e e  r e c e n t l y  e l e c t e d  shall

/ ^s'---- I
( i f  REVISED CONSTITUTION OP I f l T



\ ( r ^ y ^ \  TH E l N L 1 A N  n a t i o n a l  c o n g r e s s  3 / p h _
I* i ’ A.RTICLK X X .— The Secretaries o f  the respective ProvingW j- 

‘ Ooi^ra^s C6mmi11ea shall issue certificates of membership of th>MLJ 
Ail India Committee to the persons so elected,

' A rticle  X X I.— The All-India Congress Committee shall be the 
Committee of the Congress from year to year and deal with all the 
Hew matters that may arise during the year and may not be provided 
for by the Congress itself. For this purpose, the All-India Congress 
Committee shall have the power to frame its own rules not inconsis
tent with their Constitution.

A rticle XXII.— (a) The President of the Congress shall be the 
Chairman of the All-India Congress committee for the year following.

A rticle XXV1I1.— The General Secretaries—The Indian National 
oongress shall have three General Secretaries who shall be annually 
®lected by the Congress. They shall prepare the report of the work 
°f the All-India Congress eommittoe during the year and submit it 
'vith a full account of the funds which may come into their hands to 
the All India Congress committee at a meeting to be held at the 
Place and about the time of the .session of the congress for the year ; 
and copies of such account and roport shall then be presented to the 
Congress and sent to the Congress committees.

A rticle  XXIV.— Working Committee.— The All-India Congress 
committee shall at its first meeting appoint a Working committee 
consisting of the President, the General Secretaries, the Treasurers 
ai|d nine other members whioh shall perform such functions as may 
ha delegated to it from time to timo by the All-India Congress 
committee.

Article XXV. —Meetings of the All-India Congress Committee—
I he All-India Congress committee shall meet as often as may be 
necessary for the discharge of its obligations, and every time upon 
requisition by 15 members thereof, who shall state in their requisition 
the definite purpose for which they desire a meeting of the All-India 

| Congress committee.
The Subjects Committee

A rticle XXVI.— Subjects Committee— The members of tho All- 
India Congress Committee shall constitute the Subjects committee 
for the ordinary or the extraordinary session following.

A rticle  XXIII.— The Subjects committee shall meet at least 
two days before the mec‘ ;,\e of the Congress in open session. At this 
meeting, the PresicV.-t oleot shall preside and the outgoing Secre
taries shall submit the draft programme of the work for the ensuing 
sessions of the Congress, including resolutions recommended by the 
different Provincial Congress committees for adoption.

A rticle  X X IX .— T h e  Subjnts committee sh all  proceed t o
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• ' f^icaaa. the said programme and shall frame resolutions to-besuh- 

\y-<5gst<(d/.o the open session. k J A~ J
Article X X X .— The Subjects committee shall also meet from 

time to time as the occasion may require, during the pendency of the 
oongress Session.

Contentious subjects and Interests of Minorities.— (a) No subject 
shall be passed for discussion by the Subjects committee or allowed 
to be discussed at any Congress by the President thereof, to the 
introduction of which the Hindu or Mahomedan Delegates as a body 
object by a majority of three-fourths of their number ; and if, after 
the discussion of any subject which has been admitted for discussion, 
it shall appear that the Hindu or Mahomedan Delegates, as a body, 
are .by a majority of three-fourths of their number, opposed to the 
resolution which it is proposed to pass thereon, such resolution shall 
be dropped.

Article X X X I.—Rules.—Tho All-India Congress committee 
shall have the power to frame rules in respect of all matters not 
covered by tb9 constitution and not inconsistent with its articles.

Article X X X II.— Repeal.— The article and the creed of the 
constitution now in force are hereby repealed without prejudice to 
all acts done thereunder.

’

|

'
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A  PEN p ic t u r e  o f  o L

The Ahmedabad Congress
BY M. K. GANDHI

T h e  C o n g r e s s  w e e k  w a s  a w e e k  o f  j o y  a n d  c e l e b r a t i o n .  N o n e
t h o u g h t  t h a t  S w a r a j  w a s  n o t  a t t a i n e d .  E v e r y  o n e  s e e m e d  t o  b e  c o n s c i 
o u s  o f  t h e  g r o w i n g  n a t i o n a l  s t r e n g t h .  T h e r e  w a s  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  h o p e  
w r i t t e n  in  e v e r y  fa ce .  T h e  R e c e p t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  h a d  p r o t i d e d  f o r  
a d m i t t i n g  o n e  h u n d r e d  t h o u s a n d  v i s i t o r s  t o  t h e  C o n g r o s s  p a n d a l .  B u t  
t h e  l o w e s t  c a l c u l a t i o n  p u t s  d o w n  th e  f ig u r e  a t  two lacs. T h e  r u s h  w a s  
s o  g r e a t  t h a t  i t  b e c a m e  i m p o s s ib l e  t o  issu e  e i t h e r  s e a s o n  t i c k e t s  o r  t h e  
e n t r a n c e  t i c k e t s .  A n d  t h i s  p h e n o m e n a l  a t t e n d a n c e  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  
st i l l  l a r g e r  i f  a ll  k i n d s  o f  fa ls e  r u m o u r s  h a d  n o t  b o e n  s t a r t e d  t o  s c a r e  
a w a y  p e o p l e .  T h e  i m p r i s o n m e n t  o f  l e a d e r s  a n d  w o r k e r s  a n d  t h e i r  
c o u r a g e  has f i l le d  th e  p e o p l e  w i t h  a n e w  h o p e  a n d  a  n e w  j o y .  T h e r e  
w a s  a  fe e l in g  in  t h e  a i r  t h a t  the  p e o p l e  h a d  f o u n d  in  s u f f e r i n g  t h e  
s u r e s t  r e m e d y  f o r  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  f r e e d o m  a n d  b r e a k i n g  d o w n  t h e  
m i g h t i e s t  f o r c e  t h a t  m i g h t  b o  p i t t e d  a g a in s t  i t .

T h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  has w o r k e d  f o r  a  y e a r ,  a n d  in  m y  h u m b l e  
o p i n i o n ,  i t  has p r o v e d  a t h o r o u g h  s u c c e s s .  T h e r e  w a s  a  s e r i o u s  
b u s in e s s  a ir  a b o u t  t h e  S u b j e c t s  C o m m i t t e e  w h i c h  h a d  a m p l e  t i m e  
‘ o r  d e l i b e r a t i o n .  I t  w a s  a c o m m i t t e e  n o t  c h o s e n  h a p - h a z a r d ,  b u t  
d e l i b e r a t e l y  b y  e l e c t o r s  w h o  k n e w  w h a t  t h e y  w e r e  d o i n g  T h e  C o n -  
gresa  i t s e l f  w a s  an i m p r e s s i v e  s p e c t a c l e .  H a k i m j i  m a d e  a n  ideal and 
T h a T l  P T id e D t  t b e  p la c e  o f  D e s h a b a n d h u  C h i t t a  R a n j a n  D a s .

v o t J 6 T l  •1" 8,8 t! d U P O n J t h 6 , r  Jd0U btS  b e i " g  8 0 l v « d  b e f o r e  t h e y  
v o t e d .  T h e y  in e i s t e d  o n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  w a s  g o i n g  o n .

t o o k  I  n A ,a l ‘ “ bhbfihtal P a tB l ’ C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  R e c e p t i o n  C o m m i t t e e ,  
t o o k  n o  m o r e  t h a n  f i f t e e n  m i n u t e s  t o  r e a d  h is  a d d r e s s  in  H i n d i  T h e r e  
w e r e  n o  s p e o c h e s  t o  i n d u c t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  T h e  w h o l e  o f  t h e  f u n c t i o n  
w a s  p e r f o r m e d  b y  t h e  A l l - I n d i a  C o n g r o s s  C o m m i t t e e .  T h a t ,  s a v e d  a t  
l e a s t  t w o  h o u r s  o f  t h e  t w e l v e  t h o u s a n d  d e l e g a t e s  a n d  v i s i t o r s .  T h e  
l i e s i d o n t s  a d d r e s s  t o o k  n o  m o r e  t h a n  t w e n t y  m i n u t e s .  E v e r y  s p e e c h  
w a s  t o  t h e  p o i n t  a n d  n o t  a  m i n u t e  w a s  a l l o w e d  t o  b o  w a s t e d  in  i d l e  t a l k

I n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h in g s ,  t o o ,  i t  c o u l d  n o t  w e l l  b e  o t h e r w i s e ,  
- h e  r e s o l u t i o n s  w e r e  a d d r e s s e d  t o  t h e  n a t i o n .  T h e y  p r e s e n t e d  a

t o ° c r n T 0 ° !  e a r n e s t l w o r k  , h a t  h a d  S o t  t0  b e  d o l i e  i f  t h e  n a t i o n  w a s  t o  f in d  h e r  p la c e  m  t h e  w o r l d .

E x t r a o r d i n a r y  c a r e  w a s  t h e r e f o r e  t a k e n  b o t h  in  t h e  S u b ie c t . s  
o m m i t t e e  a n d  t h e  C o n g r e s s  t o  s e e  t h a t  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n s  w e r e  p r o u e r l v  

u n d e r s t o o d  b e f o r e  t h e y  w e r e  v o t e d  u p o n .  '
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1’  \ Sp%flucb ôr the business side. V S '  *
\a V ! 3 ^ /  The Exhibition.

.The spectacular was no less impressive. The pandal itself was 
a majestic structure covered with Khadi all over. The arche3 also 
of Khadi, the Subjects Committee pandal of Khadi. A beautiful 
fountain surrounded by green lawns ornamented the front of the 
pandal. At the back was a large pandal for overflow meetings where 
all that had gone in the Congress pandal was explained to the thou
sands of spectators, men and women, who could not gain entrance 
for love or money.

The whole ground was a blaze of light at night, and being on 
the river bank and just at the end of Ellis Bridgo, presented for full 
eight days for thousands of admiring spectators on the other side a 
gorgeous appearance.

The Exhibition ground was quite near. It attracted huge 
crowds. It was a complete success. The attendance was beyond all 
expectation, no less than forty thousand visited the Exhibition daily. 
It was a unique demonstration of what India can produce. The 
chief attraction was the party from Chikakole who demonstrated 
all the processes of cotton leading to the drawing out of yarn up to 
100 counts. No machinery could possibly make the snow like silver, 
rh it the delicate hands of the women of Andhra produced with their 
simp e bones. No machine could draw the exquisito thread that 
t a i e loate fingers of the Andhra women drew. The music of the 
spiii ijn as it performed its gentle revolution, is incapable of being 
nipret icu l ho evolution that Khadi has undergone during the 
year cou  ̂so be studied in a room where every variety of Khadi 
1", rl 'l° p° 0< ’•[ Paintings from ‘Shantiuiketan’ and elsewhere,

1 ,v,,n 0aU,ti' u carvi"89, afforded instruction to the close student 
tuns.iciin^frr. " B n rdi,mry spectator. The musical concerts in which 
tin i f o r  ti V  ParU of llltiia toob Part was an irresistible attrac- 
Vi hnu l SpeC,a,ors- h  e" de(i j" tbe convening by
whose oirilftmb6r ‘ShaStri o[ the first All-India Musical Conference
o r g a n ise  B h B j a , ! M l n d 2 ! l lar i8e  mUSiC in  " a t i ° " al a s s 0 m h !ie 8  a , id

, Khadi in Evidence.
fat naiHpil ^ agar’ the adjoining Muslim Nagar, and the Khila-
Muelim linitv t0 ’ t> wete a triumphant demonstration of Hiridu- 
hvi nn Ho y ki"'1 *n ocular demonstration of the hold that Khadi 
mnufac u edPUi n  • T*,e ? oe0P,io" Committee used only Khadi 
ru[) ,. ( ,ujrat and worth three hundred and fifty thousand 
All T L  L ,  0om"lu,teB paid Ks. 60,000 for the use of the Khadi. 

■ i t/ i I'" SV" H “ ding a big kitchon and store house were covered 
■ ■ hudi, Nearly two thousand voluteers, both Hindu and Mussal-
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t 1 ( l| ln’ J®r ,"1'cl“ ^ir|g a few Parsis and Christians, looked after 'all (the 

• p|rg™Aeuts for the guests in both Kbadi Nagar al)d M u s l i m ^ X j  
' fsan'^ary arrangements were a special feature. Trenches

p a r t i t a s f° rAmf PtUh P0S°' f erfECt Priva°y was secured %  Kbadi P rations. And the excreta, were covered over with clean earth
after every time the trench whs used. It was therefore found to
be in a clean condition; The work of attending to the trenches was

one not by paid lihagis but by unpaid volunteers belonging to all
astes and religions. Those only were taken who had no renne

nance to this nocessary work. The reader may not know that life
tor°tnn h 30 <fiean and 80 expeditious that the cleaner does not baJe 
o touch either the excreta or the earth, Ho has but to t-ike a l 

shovelfuls of the cleanest earth, and with it c a r e f ^  X e r  un thl 
] rt- lb e  result of this simple attention was that the camp was

1 ighted by6eleotrioity fr° m the p,8gUe ° f th,'S A"  the c™ r s  were 
W o m e n ’s Conference.

i n„U.st. not om,t t0 m0nt;' 0" the Women’s Conference presided 
ver by Bi Annua, the brave mother of tho Ali Brothers. It was a 
oul-stirring spectacle. The whole of the spacious pandal was filled 
>y no less than fifteen thousand women. I do not say that thev all 
nderstood what was going on. But I do say that they knew in
i n c t i v e l y  w h a t  i t  w as .  T h e y  k n e w  t h a t  t h e i r  a s s e m b ly  a d v a n c e d

side Vith'“mem" W6r6 6XPeCted t0 Pl“y tbair side by
In the midst of all this rush there was, so far T 

do accident. The police, bo it said to their credit never int rf^ 'd  
with anything or any body. On the Congress side of the brid 
arrangements were left to the Congress and the Khilafat volunteers*‘

The Dark Side.
So far I have given tho bright side of the niM,,™ n

every picture the Congress picture too has its shades Thond t-b' ° 
was the greatest enthusiasm, there was at tim „  *‘nr V 8 T  
Part of the visitors. When they grew 
or the pandal and forced entrance once or twice. It was 

humoured but it could also prove disastrous. We must Ye nbln°t 
regulate such functions in perfect order and that is nn«iblB n i!! 
when the mass of people instinctively and voluntarily obav in-tr" 
t.ons from their own men. Self-restraint is theTey t o s Z T  self! 
government Even the delegates were not all punctilious in n W i  
instructions. Some of them would not even occupy L U T  
reserved f0r them. They did not hesitate even to suggest thev 
liked b- ° ivil d,sob®dien«e and would therefore sit where thev
1-bed. Even some members of the All India Congress Committee



M. K. GAM)HI ON
i f  J | p M (i ;! above such uncivil criminal disobedience. Some dlissatl's 

'a *l!ly for lbeir board and lodging. And I am sorry ttcU y  J 
X ^ w iC tW r e  was even impersonation by at least ono Gujarati who 

~t4«rf. a friend’s ticket as visitor although he knew that the ticket 
bore his friend’s name and that it was non-transferable. What adds 
to the grief is that ho is a well-known member of the Provincial 
Congress Committee.

And After.
hen, therefore, I think of the darker side of the picture, my 

heart sinks within me. I know why there is delay in our realising 
our ideal. But when I think of the brighter side, the picture is too 
attractive to enable the shades materially to mar its beauty. At the 
=arae time it would not do for us to be forgetful and relax our 
vigilauoe. The movement depends for its success only upon develop
ing our moral strength. Even as ono false noie spoils a whole 
musical piece, so does a single individual suffice to crush a great 
movement like ours. Let us remember that we have staked our all 
upon Iruth and Non-violence. WThatover others may bo able to do 
>' ing free from any such pledge, bound by our own pledge we are 
ûi ■, to full to pieces, if we brea,< our own deliberate pledge. As,
. eI"p ore' f havo often said in these pages, the thorough working of
!\. xl" e.re8s Constitution lends automatically to the establishment 

of owaraj. Lot ua see.
F in a n cia l.

ntiil nt*01} ^ 1 ^11-Ihdia Congress Committee has a fair balance
. , *-V. I !?, H nrovinces undoubtedly will have used UP the monies lull with v '

Every ontr -  6 . hey bavo »'» nulomatio source of income,
him to mini' 8 ® cn,ber >s able to pay four annas per year to enable 
"uota of n m X ,  ° r bfcr vote’ l f ' therefore, each province has its
counting two lacs’to be?!?1 °ble ,to C°1IeCt at leasl R8’ 50’000’
1 have been told i i  h o  e.Mt ’ ’umber on the roll of membership.
collect the amount than - * . 18 mtTey a ,BIrnge’ ,1,at h  costs “ ore t0 
more than it earns is d j “  ls. 'vorth- A government that spends 
juruBs ir ' 18 a despotic or a corrupt government. The Con-
unable to collect our b°i * ■'oluiltary organisation. And if we are 
right t0 . - . ° “ r subscriptions at a nominal cost, wo have no
at no more than op u S" araj we sba!1 exPect to £et our revenue 
the {ree win a,i Ff r cent cost. and then not by force but by
to reflect i- H 10 peop,u- I  be least therefore that we are entitled 
It- oiiflit Ci 'Cr? PTOV' nce must now be able to finance itself.
i . twentv f, . ?  '°  c l^ ‘cu*t sgaiu to get at least one crore members, 
indeed if 6 ,aCS 0 luPcee throughout all India for membership, 
we should 1 r °  f  gr ! " * iy F°Pu!ar organisation, say government,
we should be able to double our membership. We should be able
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l '  V ' ® ^ ; t f n°ugh number of unpaid honest volunteers to do jiVp^ihls 

• omrwork oi collection and no more. If we have not them we^Hnrlfc-'' 
x j ieotegy bur bankruptcy. If we represent a healthy and natural 

growth, wo must bo able to collect this nominal personal annual tax 
without any effort whatsoever.. And as with the Congress organisa
tion, so with its many institutions, colleges, schools, weaving factories, 
etc. No institution is worth keeping that does not command local 
support by reason of its own moral strength. Only that institution 
is a necessity in a district which is supported by its inhabitants. 
The biggest missionary institutions financed from America or Eng
land aro a super-imposition and have nowhere been assimilated by the 
people. If the missionaries had from the very commencement relied 
purely upon the good will and support of the people, they would 
have rendered infinitely greater service to India. Even so, if 
Congress organisations and institutions are supported from the 
central body, they are likely to become foreign growths and hardly 
beneficial to the people. It may be laid down as a general rule that 
no local institution should exist which is not locally supported. 
Self-reliance is the surest test of capacity for self-government. It 
is possible that there are places or provinces which have not yet 
become self-conseious. They will need to be developed and helped 
in the initial stages. They cannot to day be counted in any scheme 
of liattlo wo may devise, in this swift struggle wo must rely only 
upon those places that have doveloped political consciousness. It 
muBt therefore be in the rarest casos that tho central body may be
expected to finance local effort.

Untouchability
Similarly, wo must make a herculean effort to deal with the 

question of untouohability. Not until the ‘ untouchables’ certify to 
tho reformation in Hinduism, may wo claim to have douo anything 
in the matter. To my dismay, I have found much misunderstand
ing on this question even in one of the most advanced and best 
awakened provinces, namely Andhra. The removal of untouoh
ability means tho abolition of the fifth caste. Thero should there
fore be no objection to a Fanchama boy drawing water from tho 
common well of a village and to bis attending its common school. 
Ilo should freely exercise all the rights of a nou-Brahmin. In the 
name of religion we, Hindus, have made a fetish of outward obser
vances, and have degraded religion by making it simply a question 
of eating and drinking. Brahminism owes its unrivalled position
to its self abnegation, its inward purity, its severe austerity,__all
those illumined by knowledge. Hindus are doomed if they attach 
undue importance 10 the spiritual effects of foodB and human 
contacts, Tlaccd as we are in tba midst of trials and temptations

| / / ^ E  • G 0 ^ \ \  \  , ' \  «
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11 I fffltiP 'wji*pin, and touched and polluted as ve  are by all IB^tccit 

. flw'ttouc.Bahle and the vilest thought currents, let us not, kJ&BE_J 
exaggerate the influence of contact with people whom 

Wo often ignorantly and more often arrogantly consider to be our 
inferiors, Before the Throne of the Almighty we shall be judged, 
not by what we have eaten, nor by whom we have been touched, 
but by whom we have been served and how. In as much as wo 
servo a single human being in distress, we shall find favour in the 
sight of God. Bad and stimulating or dirty foods wo must avoid 
as we must avoid bad contact. But let us not give these obser
vances a place out of all proportion to their importance. We dare 
not use abstinence from certain foods as a cover for fraud, hypocrisy, 
and worse vices. We dare not refuse to serve a fallen or dirty 
brother lest his contact should injure our spiritual growth.

Hindu-Muslim Unity.
There is still much left to be desired as to Hindu-Muslim unity. 

The combination is still suspected to be a menace to the free 
existence and growth of the small communities. Let us not repeat 
the mistakes of the past regarding our attitude towards the Mode
rates or the Independents. They must not feel unsafe in our com
pany but by our toleration we must disarm their suspicion and 
opposition except as to our deeds.

. Civil Disobedience.
, ^ara n°t pin our faith solely to civil disobedience. It is 

iike he use of a knife to be used most sparingly if at all. A man 
w o cuts away without ceasing outs at the very root and finds 
htmse without the substance be was trying to reach by cutting 
n . 1,1 ° sui’erticial bard crust. The use of civil disobedience will be 

i t y, necessary and effective only if we otherwise conform to tho 
jwo o growth. Me must therefore give its full, and therefore 

greâ  er, u  no to the adjective ‘ civil’ than to ' disobedience’ . Dis- 
0 e< i<ifl,C0 '"tuout civility, discipline, discrimination, non-violence, 
n, cer atn ■ estruction. Disobedience combined with love is the 
iv i,g v. a er of life. Civil disobedience is a beautiful variant to 

6 ®!i  ̂growth, it is not discordance which spells death,
T , THE c o n g r e s s  in s e s s io n

e momentous annual session of the Thirty-sixth Indian National 
-otigres-j opened its sossion at Ahmedabad on December, 27th 1921 

utl 1 L' specially erected pandal on the bank of the tiver Sabarmati.
te pandal itself, a majestic structure admirably planned and 

ov rec all over with pure whito Jchadi (hand-spun and hand-woven), 
presented an imposing appearance. The exterior resembled that of 
an ancient Indian  ̂Fort with three gates. Tho main Sawraj gate 
bearing tho motto Swaraj is my birth right” , inscribed jm t above
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' • ^tĥ ° n arĈ  u ' t'1 a ch-arki immediately beneath, fixed in'%old 
\V^eS^stoqd as the noble gateway to India’s freedom. k- ^

. With the change of India’s political atmosphere the Congress 
also had changed its methods. Everything had business-like 
appoarance and was devoid of superfluities. The decorations inside 
the paudal though simple were yet attractive. Changes in sitting 
arrangements were one of its features. The dais was slightly "raised 
from the ground sloping towards the centre.

Quite in oriental fashion the whole audience squatted on the 
ground, the sand floor covered with Khadi serving the purpose of 
cushion. Only the acting President and Mahatma Gandhi were 
Provided with stools to writo on and the press representatives 
supplied with desks.

Tho audience was composed of the three thousand members of 
tue Reception Committee, five thousand delegates from the several 
Provinces of India and four thousand visitors. Mahatma Gandhi 
"’ rote in his Young India : —

An Instructive Table,
By the courtesy of the Secretary of the Reception Committee 

‘ am able to give the following table showing the number of 
delegates who attended the Congress and tbeir composition :__

Number of Delegates
Name of No. of delegates Actual

Provinces. under the Constitution. Arrivals
Audhra 360 oTll ~
Kerala ICO * 3

Maharashtra 292 2 6 3

Karnataka 320 , n',
Oujrat 186
Bombay 18 ( 7

Burma 100 ...
Punjab & N. W. P. 640 r ',’J
Sindh 71 to
Delhi J00 <’ 2
Kajputana 400 oi.,,
Utkal 300 ik\
C. P. (llarathi) 50 ^
Assam 63 , 7

Berar 61 5 0

Madras 410 1ft«
Bengal 986 , 3 7 3

United Provinces 960 8 8 8

C. P. (Hindusthani) 209 on-
Be!,ar 588 669

1’0TAt  6,173 4,726
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f l Y  •  Y i '  ■ M- K- g a n Di l i  on  . I n i
\ • V <g2£ J.J Analysis of the Attendance.

Masai.. Parsis Sikbs Antyazas The rest.
8 10 365

1 .32
1 9 253
9 29 ' 260

11 22 5 - 2 145
3 2 15

2 51
17 67 65 380

1 1 1  51
7 13 4 68

U  13 375
3 105

1 5 38
2 15

2 5 5
2 13 147

10 36 4 323
10 114 3 761

6 29 170
7 83 468

100 469 5 65 2 4,079

It will be noticed that out of the total permissible (6,173, as 
many as 4,726 attended the Congress. Hitherto the number has 
been swelled by local delegates who could under the old constitu
tion become delegates for the asking by simply paying Ks. 10. This 
time not even Pandit Malaviyaji could be regarded as a delegate 
because he was not elected. The actual attendance of 4,726 was 
therefore a fine record. That the United Provinces and Bengal, in 
spite of so many arrests, could have sent 888 and 353 respectively,
and the far off Assam should have sent 17 and Utkal 108, shows
, keen interest that is being taken in the National Assembly. No 
. 8 lemarkable is the attendance of 106 lady delegates represent
ing almost all the provinces. The attendance of 65 Sikh delegates 
” " ‘ij ’ 8 80 *-ie regarded as altogether remarkable. Hardly a few 
i-i'  is attended two years ago. But now that community is 
everywhere pushing itself forward in all national movements. 
4 he number of 469 Musalman delegates is a good number, but 
we must not bo satisfied till we havo got the full quota which 
must be more than 1,200. 1 am euro that there were more than
J. nntotiolmhln delegatee. I cannot imagine the Pqnjab and the 
Andhra provinces not sefuiing any snob delegates. The presence

" ” ilr8' delegates is of course beyond thoir numerical propor
tion which is 2. ) ho Parsis, and as 1 have to often remarked,
have in proportion to their nutubora occupied the foromust pluca



I v V ® 10/ ^  poi" fcof sacn'fioe. attendance, ability or generosflfrjlf 
know as a matter of fact that there were at loast two Christian^* 

\%ub$D&ourse, if Messrs. Stokes and George Joseph had been free' 
they would have attended. But it is up to the Hindus and the 
Musalmans to go out of their way to induce a more general interest 
in the movement on the part of the Christian community.

Visitors
If the attendance of delegates was most satisfactory that of 

visitors was not less so. The troubled state of the country scared 
away the richest men, and so not a single ticket for Rs. 5 000 each 
was taken up : 21 however paid Rs. 1,000 each, 20 paid R~ not) 
each, 162 Rs. 100 each, 81 Rs. 50 each and 1,686 Rs. 25'>'each 
making a total of Rs. 96,400 in receipts. The Reception Committee 
contributed more than its quota. The total strength was filled tin 
the receipts being Rs. 78,625. 11,261 Season Tickets of R s. 3 each 
were issued permitting attendance everywhere but the Congress 
Sessions. 64,469 Four Anna Tickets were issued. As I have already 
remarked the issue of Season and Entrance Tickets had to be stopped 
owing to the great rush. Altogether Rs. 2,49,527 wore received by 
the Reception Committee in various fees.

Members Present
Prominent among those present on the dais were Hakim Aima! 

Khan, the Acting President, Mahatma Gandhi, Pandit l i i i  
Mohan Malaviya, Mr. Vallsbbhai Patel, Chairman RerenHnn 
Committee, Mr. C. Vijiaragbavachari, Mr. S. Srinivasa’ Iyengar Dr 
Ansari, Mr. Kastouri Ranga Iyengar, Pandit Rambbuj butt 
Choudhury, Hon. Mr. Bhurgri, Mother of tho Ali Brothers MrV 
Mahomed AH, Mrs. Motilal Nehru Mrs. Gandhi, Sraembti Sarala 
Cevi Oboudhuram, Mrs. Sorojim Naidu, Mr Andrews Mr Ahh 
Tyabjee, Mr. Vithalbhai J. Patel. Mr. Satyamurti Mr T 
Prakasam, and Dr. T. S. Rajam.

The pandal, all in white, broken only by an arthtio display of 
wreaths of flowers, with twelve thousand audience— dressed in white 
khadi, the majority having Gandhi caps on— presented a scene which 
can never be forgotten. Mahatma Gandhi, bare-bodied and bare
footed, having only a loin cloth round his waist, was the n oire of 
attraction and admiration of all. centre of

23(a)
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xG? Address Delivered By

Sj. Vallabhbhai Patel
Chairman̂  Reception Committee

'\ , At the Thirty-sixth Session of the

IN D IAN  N A T I O N A L  C O N G R E S S
AB.MEDABAD, 37TH DECEMBER 1921

in welcoming the Delegates, Mr. Patel, the Chairman of 
the Reception Committee, addressed the Congress in Plindi. 
The following is an English translation of his speech.—

Hakimji Saheb, Brother Delegates, Ladies & Gentlemen.—
Never before has the Congress met under auspices such as 

God has provided for us this year. We seem to be pulsating with 
h y when we might have been grieving over the separation oi our 
loved and revered workers. 1 shall not call them leaders ; for the 
yo .r that is about to close on us has taught us that true leadership 
consists ,n 5,--j, j(jg, AiJ(] jf recbfllisa that grant mid learned
MuBiilmaiiB un,l Hindus are now having their well-earned rest in t.ho
Government jails, wo do so because they have served and suffered 
inrun 8,1. earned the reward coveted by us and reserved by a Govern 
ment which pretends to be based on principles of law and order but 
w no l is roa ly  based on force as is becoming cloar ( fa y  by day.

e ad hoped that we would meet to celebrate tho establish
ment o warn] and therefore endeavoured to arrange a reception 

* Suc 8,1 occasion. Hut though wo do not meet to celolvrute
t iat loppy event, God in His abundant mercy ha? sent us suffering 
o ry us and make us worthy of so precious a gift. And therefore, 

viewing tie imprisonments, assaults, forcible searches, breaking 
open o our unices and schools, as a certain sign of the approaching 
, " 8f81’ 88 8 balm for the wounds inflicted upon our Musalman 
. ro er8 Kl|d the Punjabees, we have notin any way altered or 
onic down our decorations, musical programme or other events, 
e !-!l,g joy and arranged for your reception.

ut wo do not ask you to judge our fitness for tho honour of 
aV"  !! you 1,1 our midst by the adequacy of our arrangements for 

your comforts and entertainment. 1 am fully conscious of our 
detects and the Reception Committee relies upon your generously 
overlooking them,



(fvSi-iy . TheTest VST,the tost you imposed upon us and we gladly acceptotr^ftJ 
X^QWjksponse to the creative programme of Non-Co-operation with 

its life-giving and central fact of non-violence. Our dissociation 
from tho institutions of a Government which seeks its safety by 
organising violence in the place of organising free publio opinion 
and giving effect to it, meant our abstention under every circum
stance from violence. I can truthfully claim that we have endea
voured to be non-violent in thought, word and deed. We have 
made a serious, definite effort to purify ourselves by conquering the 
woak flesh in us.

Hindu-Muslim Unity is its most visible symbol. Whereas 
hitherto we have distrusted and considered ourselves as natural 
enemies, we have begun to love each other and live in perfect 
friendliness. I am proud to bs able to inform you that the rela
tions between us have been and are not merely negatively friendly 
but we have been actively working together for the advancement 
of the national cause. Similarly wo have cultivated sweet relations 
with our Parsi, Christian and other countrymen. Whilst we have 
vigorously prosecuted our programme we have endeavoured to retain 
friendly relations with those who have differed from us. We have 
recognised that toleration is the essence of non-violence.

As to tho ronuuciution of titlos and practice by lawyors wo 
can, I am sorry to say, sbow DOtllillft Of Wllicll W8 Cfiil fflfll proiiil. 
Tho boycott of Councils waB certainly extensive eo far a3 voters' 
were concerned. We have a croditablo rooord about education. 
Some of the best schools and high schools have given up their 
connection with the Government and are none the worse for it. 
Attendance in most of tho big national schools is on tho increase! 
We have a National College and a National University to which 
institutions are affiliated. In the affiliated and other national schools 
there are 31,000 hoys and girls receiving instruction.

At hereas two years ago there was hardly a spinning wheel 
working in our Province, to-day there are at least 1,10,000 spinning 
wheels at work. The output of Khaddar during the period under 
review is no less than two lacs of pounds. We have spent about 
5 lacs in organising Swadeshi. Tho uso of Khaddar in construction 
of the various pandals and Khadi Nagar is in my opinion a striking- 
ocular demonstration of our work in the direction of Swadeshi.

In Temperance we have rosorted to picketing on an extensive 
scale with encouraging results. AAre have been most careful in tho 
choice of picketers. They have done their work under trying 
circumstances and some of them have received injuries at. the bauds 
of enraged drinkers and sellers.

y  ̂ s '— %N. >■—
( i Y C E A l h M A h ' S  ADDRESS ( A ms
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V § w  ave perhaps made the greatest advance in the If,
V~. UWiiuchQliliiy. Our suppressed countrymen freely attend ouf w t m ^  

ing«. The national schools are open to them in theory for which the 
Senate had to fight a tough battle. In practice, however, there is not 
yet the insistent canvass to bring the children of these countrymen to 
our schools and make them feel that they are in no way inferior to 
our own, Though therefore, our goal is not to multiply separate 
schools for such children, we shall be compelled to maintain such 
schools for such children for some time to come. But the removal 
of the curse is not to ha gauged by the number of schools opened 
for them or even by their attendance in ordinary national schools.
I am glad to be able to note that whilst we have yet much work 
to do in this direction, it has undergono a most noticeable change.

But I know that we have not passed through the fire of suffer
ing that Bengal, the Punjab, the United Provinces and other 
Provinces are passing through. I am hoping that our non-violence, 
to which I have proudly referred, is not non-violence due to helploss- 
no?s, but that is due to self-imposed restraint. Tbo Government has 
provided for us an opportunity by taking forcible possession of 
national schools from the Municipalities of Surat and Nadiad. 
Ahmedabad has the same problem to solve. And it can only be 
solved by Civil .Disobedience in tbe last resort. The Tehsils Bardoli 
and Aiiand are making elaborate preparations for mass Civil Dis
obedience. i bespeak tbe prayers of this great Assembly that God 
may give U3 the strongh to go through the ordeal of suffering and 
enable us to stand shoulder to shoulder with other sister Provinces, 
At the same time I wish to assure you that wo shall do nothing
roc . ess, nothing that we as peaceful and peace-loving human beings 
may no o or tbe preservation of National self-respect or safe
guarding of National rights.

I now ash Hakim Ajmal Khan Saheb to take the chair as 
c , n n. , h®61. en.t'' though Deshbandbu Chittaranjan Das is not in 

- 9 p-ln, his Pure, patriotic and self-sacrificing spirit is
W1 j  j_. s. as 8e,|k his inspiring address full of religious fervour,
, jl! , 0 f;,|uumstance created for ue by the Bengal Government,

, 1 , ’ 11 lu Congress Committee has followed the example of our 
re . ten o the Muslim League when in the absence of Moulana 

Ma omed Ali, their President, they bad to elect an Acting Presi- 
, 6j . ’ ,, *I10W that in Hakim Ajmal Khan Saheb whom the AI1- 
nua ,engross Committee has elected to act in Desbbandhu 
j i ■ aranjan Das s place, we have one of the greatest and noblest of 

our countrymen. l or Hakimji is an embodiment of Hindu-Muslim 
- m y. -ie commands the confidence and the affection of Hindus 

aud others equally with our Musalman brothers.

■ G° $ X
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Delivered By

Hakim Ajmal Khan Saheb
At The Thirty-sixth Session Of The

I N D I A N  N A T I O N A L  C O N G R E S S .
AHMEDABAD, 271H DECEMBER 1921,

T l A m̂al Khan, the Acting President, spoke in Urdu
*ne hollowing is an English translation of his address-_

Brother and sister delegatee, ladies and gentlemen :__For the
irst time in the history of the Indian National Congress we are 

assembling under circumstances when, as a result of the latest re
pressive measures of the British Government in India, our duly 
elected President is not amongst us. It is a matter of deenost 
regret to all of us that Mr. 0. R. Das is not with us to guide nm> 
delijbjjrat'ons to-day. It i:- superfluous for mo to enumerate the 
numerous national services of that great patriot from Bengal or f 
t° the prominent place ho occupies in the political and social l i / 6 6f 
°ur country, when the nation has itself unequivocally said °*. 
esteem it holds him by confering on him the greatest b "  
in its giving. But while we regret his absence on that 
should be a matter of deepest satisfaction to us all both bo *
Hie man whom the nation had chosen as its chief represnntativ Ĉ l' P0 
y his undaunted courage, splendid self-sacrifice and snirit ' ' ?f

ferredUlo n UE 1ing’ “ T "  ° '  the great honour oon-trrecl on him, and because bis arre3t brings uq „ *
? Ur success. Mr. 0, R. Das has done greater service to hi 'V-Ht °

.v his arrest than he would probably have done bv nresidi U" *V
onr deliberations to-day. His arrest has infused heater S

'termination into the hearts of national workers and galvanised
10 entire country to groater activities and sacrifices.

P J ’ k°wever> realised my own inability to fill the p|ac„ nf
/ '  P- Das and while thanking you for the great tru-t b„„|
^eposed in me by electing me to act for him, I hope and- trust that

wil. provo myself worthy of the great honour you havo conferred
me not only m this pandal, but when the time ooittes for nn
make for my country and my God the saorifice that it has been

9 8ooci fortune of many of our noble brethren to make

X a ^ E ■ ® 0 | j x
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I t  w i l l  t a k e  a l o n g  t im e  t o  e n t e r  u p o n  a d e t a i l e d  s u r v e y  o f  tn b  
^ p r e g f e s s  o f  N o n - c o - o p e r a t i o n  m o v e m e n t  s in c e  t h e  la s t  s e ss io n  o f  t h e  

I n d ia n  N a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s .  I  w i l l  o n ly  b r i e f l y  t o u c h  o n  t h e  a d v a n c e  
t h e  c o u n t r y  has m a d e  s in ce  t h e  in a u g u r a t i o n  o f  n o n - v i o l e n t  N o n -  
c o - o p e r a t i o n .  T h e  s p i r i t  o f  N o n - c o - o p e r a t i o n  p e r v a d e s  t h r o u g h o u t  
th e  c o u n t r y  an d  t h e r e  is n o  t r u e  I n d i a n  h e a r t  e v e n  in  t h e  r e m o t e s t  
c o r n e r  of  th is  g r e a t  c o u n t r y  w h ic h  is n o t  f i l led  w i t h  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  
c h e e r fu l  su ffer in g  a n d  sa cr i f ice  t o  a t t a in  S w a r a j  a n d  see  t h e  K h i l a f a t  
a n d  th e  P u n j a b  w r o n g s  r e d r e s s e d .  I t  has r e c e i v e d  t h e  h ig h e s t  
t r i b u t e  t h a t  a n a t i o n  c o u l d  p a y  to  a n o t h e r  f r o m  o u r  s i s t e r  n a t i o n  
across  the  I n d i a n  O c e a n ,  O u r  E g y p t i a n  b r e t b e r n  h a v e  a d o p t e d  
i t  to  f ight  t h e i r  o w n  p o l i t i c a l  b a t t l e .  I t  s h o u ld  b e  a m a t t e r  o f  
pride  t o  all o f  us  t h a t  I n d i a  is  s h o w i n g  t h e  w a y  t o  o t h e r  s i s t e r  
c o u n tr ie s .  N o n - v i o l e n t  N o n - c o - o p e r a t i o n  has c e a s e d  t o  b e  an  I n d ia n  
m o v e m e n t .  I t  is fast  b e c o m i n g  an  A s i a t i c  m o v e m e n t  a n d  t h e  d a y  
is n o t  d i s t a n t  w h e n  th e  c o n s c i e n c e  o f  th e  w o r l d  w i l l  a d o p t  n o n 
v i o l e n t  N o n - c o - o p e r a t i o n  as a  w o r l d  w e a p o n  a g a in s t  u n iv e r s a l  i n 
ju s t i c e  a n d  u n t r u t h .  W h o  c a n  d e n y  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  | 
N o n  c o  o p e r a t i o n  m o v e m e n t  in  I n d i a  a f t e r  w i t n e s s i n g  t h e  c h e e r fu l  
sp ir i t  w i t h  w h ic h  o u r  w o r k e r s  h a v e  m a d e  a n d  ar e  m a k i n g  w i l l i n g  
sacrifices  for  th e  ca u se  o f  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  a n d  are  g o i n g  to  g a o l  in  o v e r -  
in creas in g  n u m b e r s  w i t h  a  s m i le  o n  t h e i r  l ip s  I W h a t  is st i l l  m o r e ,  
n o t  ev e n  th is  in t e n s e  r e p r e s s i o n  has p r o v o k e d  v i o l e n c e .  I t  has 
o n l y  r e d o u b le d  t h o  n a t i o n a l  d e t e r m i n a t i o n .  E v e r y  s u c c e s s iv e  fit 
o f  r e p r e ss io n  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t ,  w h e t h e r  i t  w a s  
in  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c o n f i s c a t i o n  o f  t h e  Fatwa o f  Jamaiat- 
u l - U k m a ,  th e  fa m o u s  K a r a c h i  t r ia l ,  o r  t h e  w h o le s a l e  a p p l i 
c a t i o n  o f  t h e  S e d i t i o u s  M e e t i n g  A c t ,  t h o  C r i m i n a l  L a w  A m e n d -  
m e n t  A c t ,  o r  S e c t i o n  1 4 4  o f  th e  C r i m i n a l  P r o c e d u r e  C o d e ,  b y  
m e a n s  o f  w h i c h - t h e  r ig h t  o f  a s s o c ia t i o n  a n d  t h e  p e a c e f u l  a c t iv i t i e s  
ot  th e  V o l u n t e e r  O r g a n is a t io n ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  th e  o t h e r  e l e m e n t a r y  
n g  U  ot  C i t i z e n s h ip  w e r e  s u p p r e se d ,  h a v e  h a d  b u t  o n e  e f f e c t ,  v iz ,  
t h e  d e t e r m in a t i o n  o n  th e  p a r t  o f  t h o  p e o p l e  to  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  
n a t io n a l  a c t iv i t ie s  a n d  to  p e rs is t  in  t h e ir  d e m a n d .  A  ce a se le ss  
p i lg r im a g e  to  th e  gao l  is k e p t  u p  in  v i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r i m a r y  
iH .hts  o f  c i t i z e n s h ip  in  all  t h e  N o r t h e r n  P r o v i n c e s  o i  I n d i a  as a lso  
in M a h a ra stra  a n d  A n d h r a .  T h e  n a t i o n  t o - d a y  r e a l is e s  t h e  g r im n e s s  
a n d  the  g r a v i t y  o f  the  g r e a t  s t r u g g le  it  is e n g a g e d  in a n d  is  b e h a v i n g  
w i t h  c o o l  d e t e r m in a t i o n  w o r t h y  o f  h e r o e s  f i g h t in g  f o r  a n o b le  c a u s e .

N o r  is t h o  t im e  a t  w h ic h  w e  are  w a g i n g  t h is  n o b l e  s t r u g g le  
i n o p p o r t u n e .  N o t  o n ly  is  t h e  c o n s c i e n c e  o f  A s ia  a n d  A f r i c a  a w a k e  
a n d  a c t iv e  b u t  t h e r e  are  sign.- , f e e b le  n o  d o u b t  y e t  fu l l  o f  h o p e  a n d

1M)UN KJT10VJL 6'0AGIIASS U b j^ Q W
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. Prg^ae,/ that the conscience of Europe too is at last rousing lTsSlI , 
\%|PQm::i%Wng slumber.
' ■«^y / Prince’s visit

I must add one word about the visit of His Royal Highness tbo 
jMnce of Wales. We have no quarrel with His Royal Highness. 
Rut we do not want a bankrupt Government to re-establish its fallen 
Political crodit by making a capital out of his Royal Highness’s visit. 
■Nor is the country in a mood to accord the Prince a cordial welcome 
So long as the two sores of the Kbilafat and the Punjab are still 
tunning and Swaraj is still unattained. We, therefore, resolved 
simply to refrain from taking part in the welcome to His Royal 
Highness. And if there have been any Vgrettablo incident with
consequent bitterness of spirit, tbe responsibility for it lies entirely 
at the door of the Government that betrayed such lamentable lack 
of sense aud judgment and acted in a manner utterly unjustifiable.

Success of Non-co-operation
Our critics say that Non-co-operation movement had failed and 

j *n suPlJort of their statement point to the Government Education,al 
Institutions, the ranks of the Title-holders, the members of the new 
Eegislativo Councils and the Bar of tbe various High Courts. My 
answer to that, if answer be still neoded after what 1 have just said 
19 that so far as the Government Educational Institutions are con
cerned, I would invite the attention of our critics to what the Vice- 
chancellor oi the Calcutta University had to say on the effect of the 
fjoii.co-operation movement. That result was achieved inspito of 
the fact that we had not made provisions for a sufficient number 

National Colleges and National Schools for tbe students who left 
their institutions. As to the Title-holders and Members of the New 
legislative Councils, the classes which would naturally not be the 
U'st to respond to such an appeal, what is their position ? Where 

la their prestige to-day 1 It has fallen lower than the Czarist 
ouble. -I be Government may still manufacture and place them in 
ue market but tho public simply does not care for them. And after 

V* !t 18 1110 public opiuion that gives them value and currency. As to 
■ho lawyers, it is true that with some noble exceptions, they have 
'jot as a class, responded to our appeal as they ought to have done 

lU as we develop our Pancbayat system, a work to which we have 
.'.ot been able to devote much of our time and energy, the legal nraeti- 
joners would soon fall in with the public opinion. The question of 

the Government servants is slightly different and comparing the 
umber of resignations offered last month with the average for 
rovious months we have no reason to feel dissatisfied with the 
•regress non*co operation is making in that direction, specially the



' • V j M e7 ® ).lmmber of resignations is unquestionably the result^oftitje 
intensive repression adopted by the Government.

The Moderates and N-C-O
Irue, there are some of our Moderate brothers, with genuine 

ovo of our common country in their hearts, who for want of true 
appreciation of the real nature of the struggle we are engaged in and 

.a issues that it involves, have not yet taken their proper place in 
le national ranks. I3ut j  feel 8ur0 jf fir0 0j patriotism is 

81 a l.'J® fche>r hearts, and I feel confident that it will not die,
* . WI foon realise their mistake and will be found taking the 
n.aee o their brothers whoso names figure on the National Roll 
of Honour,

Tragic Events in Malabar.
1 cannot close without referring to the tragic evonts that are 

any taking place in Malabar and the prolonged agonies of our 
unfortunate Moplah brethren. And heis I must make it quite 
00 ir this question has two aspects ; one with reference to the 

overnment in the country and the other with reference to the 
rt-atment by the Moplahs of their Hindu brethren. As to the first, 

to th"6 *rom J-he evidence before the public, one cannot help coming | 
Uni -0 COnc'us' on ^ a t  th0 responsibility of provoking these dis- 
as to't)Cei1 r° tS entirely on the shoulders of the Government ; while 

] • 10 1001 hod.adopted in suppressing these, there will bo no 
us who° |*er80n *n tb0 country who will not condemn them. All of 
nature'of tK tbe exPer'0nce Amritsar know the horrible 
f,., :i i . . ,s pacification.” It was only accidentally that the
But how t 1111 'tr!‘gedy was revealed to the public the other day !

A= tn r ' 'y £,h6r trn80dies there are that have tiot come to light! 
have citherud-1 ’ »t1u brethre" who have been forcibly converted or

:  at the hands of some of the Moplahs, I fully 1
n a l  whrw,l! ‘  r m a'" ! thfir6 W'1! bc Muslim worthy of the
strongest rn-.a 1° ^  cor'demn this entirely un-lslamic act in the 
the acts of V > ° * *0e* sure that these stray incidents are
Moolahn-ira misguided individuals and that the rest of the 
j ... . . .A a “ 8 r( ady and strong in condemning them as any of us
thi ,1100,1 ,10,i b i'u tbe fair namo of Islam to be tarnished in

08 f eSPee and I sincerely regret these deplorable incidents.
Reaching the Goal.

renvoi *!! ' S n "c! gei,ltomo,1> °ur country is experiencing terrible 
Wrtl, t v  reTquites 110 Ptopbot. to foretell that these are tho
f f ’'U‘K 0 . nui,:t India that will revive the glorious traditions
of tbe worldaU°,e ° U!1'try :UK5 tHke ita proll(1 P,aCB the nations j

A/^— v v \  1
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The Undelivered

Presidential Address of 
Sj. C. R. Dass

[ The following is the undelivered Presidential adrlrf>== „ {  
Mr. C. R. Das, the President elect of the Ahmedabad Congress 
which was written just on the eve of his arrest by the Bens I 
Govt, and sent in fragments to Mahatma Gandhi Wnh 
instructions to revise it and put it to shape. ]

Mr. Chairman of the Reception Committee and Delegates of the 
Indian National Congress :—

We have arrived at a critical stage in our struggle with the 
Bureaucracy, and it bohoves u?, every one of us, to search our 
hearts and to ask ourselves the question, “ Do I stand for India it 
her present struggle?” It is because 1 stand for India that I have 
responded to your unanimous call to-day. I thank you for your 
confidence in me; but I warn you that I have no worldly wisdom to 
offer you. I come from a city which has felt the full force of th 
wrath of the Government. Measures for stifling political fife ha f 
been taken, as I beliove, in order to coerce the peonlf 
HU Royal Highness th, Wine, hi W .k » ;  but it J X  i L p S n . H  
soul of Calcutta that will greet His Royal Highness on the ’Mth 
December. I come from the struggle which has just begun in 
Calcutta, chastened and purified ; and, if I have no worldly wisdom to 
give, 1 at least bring before you unbounded enthusiasm and 
resolute determination to see this struggle through. ’

What is our aim?—-Freedom
I think that at the very outset we ought to define our attitude 

iri relation to the present struggle. What is our aim? Whither 
are we going ? I think that most people will agree that we 
are out to secure freedom, freedom from foreign subjection ' free 
dom fiQm foreign interference. It i9 as well, howover, that we 
should have a clear grasp of what is meant by the word “ Freedom ”

! In the first place it does not imply absence of all restraint. When 
I 1 am forbidden to steal my neighbour’s purse or to trospass on mv 

neighbour’s land, there is necessarily a restraint on my action ; but 
there is no opposition betwoen freedom and such restraint as has 

I 24
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(I l » a< 'fon  of the people behind it. In the second place, fMjtoil 
vZ m s I z '7" /  necessari,y imply absence of the idea of d e p e n d e jtL j  
X^^E^^wtpence  ̂ there must be so long as we live in society, and need 

tue-'firotection of society ; and there is no necessary opposition 
between freedom and such dependence as is willingly suffered by 
the people, But though there is no necessary opposition between 
freedom and restraint, and freedom and dependence, it must be \ 
remembered that restraint that does not deny freedom can oidy be 
such restraint as has the sanction of tho people behind it ; and 
( ependence consistent with freedom can only be such dependence 1 
as is willingly suffered by the people for its own protection.

hat then is freedom 1 It is impossible to define the term ; 
but one may describe it as that state, that condition, which makes 
it possible for a nation to realize its own individuality and to 
evolve its own destiny. Tho history of mankind is full of stirring 
stories as to how nations have struck for freedom in order to keep 
tbair nationalism and their individuality inviolate and untarnished.

0 take only modern instances, one may refer to Finland and i 
o and, Ireland, Egypt and India. Each of these nations has offer- 

11 determined resistance to the imposition of a foreign culture 
i non it The history of these nations has run on parallel lines
is *h \ . 18 the Protost against cultural conquest ; secondly, there 
for Vu 8*'ra *°r .,lat'ona* education ; and lastly, there is the demand 
out its rrc08n’ bi°ri as a separate organism with the power to work 

. own destiny without any hindrance from any foreign power.
Western culture & Indian Nationalism.

develop ournow!he-n ,?0r , fr®edom. because we claim the right, to 
our own line. ln l̂vldtiallfcy  ̂and evolve our own destiny along
teach ns and 10mbarra88®fl hy wbat Western civilization has to 
imposed on us u Pc by th<? in*tifcut'ons which the West has
Rabibidranath, the noor81-!  ittj VO,Ceu lnt0rrUPu8 n!’ fl• thu voica of
is standing at our dno 6 °  " f I Je 8ay.8> The Western culture 
away or mwlit Jjr ’ rn,13t wo be so inhospitable as to turn ir, 
cultures of "the Fast10" A  ^ lovvledge that the union of the 
I admit that if th® W,est 13 tho 8alvation of the world V
isolate itself " T *  " at’ 0"absm has to live, it cannot afford to 
» . k e t o  the J S “ li M T  I Ut ’ ■ haV° tw0 observations to
of our own blfore^ ° f ^ ab,ndranath :~brst ,  we must have a bouse 
culture must discover n  V w 76 a- guesfc > ail(  ̂ 8GCondly, Indian 
Western cu ure T m i  n ' fc Can be ready to ^ intilate
before f r e e d o m c o m - . ° an be no true assimilation
n slavish t L  t  t0U(!,h there nmy be' as ^ere bas been, mutation. The cultural conquest of India is all but
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' • ' e^^leiqT i it was the inevitable result of her political compf&sl.

resist it. Sho must vibrate with national life verafc—̂  
t3®TtSve may talk of tho union of the two civilizations.

1 must dispose of another objection, this time of my Moderate 
friends. “ You concede,”  I hoar them say, “ that freedom is not 
an end in itsolf, but a means to an end, the ond being self-realisa
tion, self-dependence, self control ; why not work out your destiny 
within the British Empire?”  My answer is that so long as India 
occupies the position of a dependent in the British Empire, so long 
the task cannot be undertaken. Go into the villages, the heart of 
India, and see the life that is lived by tho average Indian. They 
are sturdy men and fearless men ; they are men of whom any 
country would be proud ; but the degradation that must inevitably 
follow subjection is writ large on their brow, and thoir lot is made 
up of caste troubles, petty squabbles, and ondloss pursuit of litiga
tion for litigation’s sake. Wbero are now the institutions that 
made them self-dependent and self contained ? Where is the 
life that enabled them to earn their livelihood and yet loft 
them free to worship the God of their fathers ? I assert 
that once a nation passes into subjection, degeneration must 
inevitably set in attacking the very life-blood of that nation. Its 
effect is to be seen not in this sphere or that sphere but in every 
sphere of the nation’ s activity. Economically, the British rule has 
had a disastrous effect on our national well-being. Mr. R, C, Dutt 
and after him Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya have shown how 
deliberately the destruction of our national industry, the spinning 
and weaving industry, was planned., 1 \\ho can contemplate with 
equanimity that every year many crorcs of rupees go out of India 
without corresponding advantage ? Morally, we are becoming a 
nation of slaves, and have acquired most vices of the slave. We 
speak the language of the master, and ape his manners : and we 
rush with alacrity to adopt his institutions while our own institu
tions lie languishing in the villages. Intellectually, we have become 
willing victims to tho imposition of a foreign culture on us ; and 
the humiliation is complete when we are deliberately breaking away 
from the past, recognising no virtue in its continuity. “  But then,” 
say my Moderate friends, “  How can you hopo to win freedom uutil 
you have elevated the people ?” If 1 am right in my diagnosis that 
the presont condition of India, material, moral and intellectual, is the 
direct result of the foreigu rule in India, then it mhst follow that 
so long as our subjection continues, so long there is no hope of 
recovery. You may, of course, tackle side problems, as we are trying 
to do. You may infuse such enthusiasm amongst the people as may 
be of great assistance to you in your political campaigns. But,



(l i bpSverne, it is tho disease that you must fight, and not tajhanl. 
v A "*§§“ symptoms of the disease. L )  1  1

t*len to the perpetuation of British domination as in 
my-crpinion it is impossible to find the fulfilment of our nationality, 
our individuality, our personality so long as that domination 
continues. In arriving at this conclusion I have entirely ignored 
the character of the British rule in India. That rule may be good 
or bad, it may be conceded that it is partly good and partly bad, 
but my conclusion is based on the view that there is inherent in 
subjection something which injures national life and hampers its 
growth and self-fulfilment. Whether within the Empire or outside 
India must have freedom so that sho may realize her individuality and 
evolve her destiny without help or hindrance from the British 
people.

What are the methods ?
I now come to tho question. What are tho methods which we 

ought to adopt in our fight with the Bureaucracy 1 There are three, 
and only three methods that I know of :— (1) armed resistance, (2) 
co operation with the Bureaucracy in the Councils that have been 
established under the Government of India Act, and (3) non-violent 
non-co-operation. The first I must dismiss as beyond the range of 
practical politics. Even if it were not so, on principle I am opposed 
to vio cnee. \\ e must then choose between co-operation and non- 
co-operation.

Viol0*088 t*lat considering the question of co-operation, I am 
n°  A 1 , troubled by the fact that some of our leaders who assisted 
^uest'o ' ]  l°  ̂ Poetical life in India are ranged against us on the 
,̂UCS lt)(l' , therefore propose to consider some of the arguments 
.a,, aie ai vanced against us by these supporters of the Government 

? . j '* 3 ( ’ .a"d in doing so i shall consider, first, whether the
ts own indbi /  r "  nation’ that is t0 iU "ght to develop

Mined in tha a Ua lt,y al|d evolve its own destiny, has been recog-
’ ’ ....  - ' '.! ’ secondly, whether tho Act either expressly or by
Gfii rr, lca,',on fi'vea even the beginnings of responsible
ture has anv ° ~ ^ ian PeoPle : ar|d lastly, whether the legiala- 

• J y control, effective or otherwise, over the purse.
Government of India Act criticised.

“  Whflrflno ; . 8- P,’’eamble of the Act is the key to the situation.
‘ w . "? the declared policy of Parliament”  : so the Preamble 

t h c in W c k f  ' V th!  declared policy of Parliament ? To recognise 
fit oil t  ’ u °* to responsible government? Not

i r,eC°gnke the inbotent right of India to ho treated as a 
tree and equal partner of the commonwealth of nations known as
the British Empire? Not at all. But, mark the timid concession

llXl)UN NATIONAL CONGRESS [ ahmj/ aS ^ )



11 I '®tae pilots of India, “  To provido for the increasing association of 
every branch of Indian administration, and for the ^cJcmaJi 

X^yglct^meiit of self-governing institutions,with a view to the pro
gressive realization of responsible government in British India as an 
integral part of tho Empire.”  1 do not think a more halting 
concession could over be made to the rights of a people. Now, is 
there anything in the Preamble to compel the British Parliament 
to recognise India, at any time, as a free and equal partner of the 
British Empire 1 I think not. “ Progressive realization of respon
sible government in British India” ! These are vague words, and 
they will non, at any time, tax the ingenuity of a British statesman. 
Omitting tho second paragraph and coming to the third, we find 
“ that the time and manner of each advance can be determined only 
by Parliament, upon whom responsibility lies for the welfare and 
advancement of the Indian peoples.” Mark tho word “  peoples,”  
not “  people,” an assertion by the Parliament that India is not one, 
but many. I, for one, am not prepared to submit to the insult 
offered to India in the third paragraph of the Preamble, and I feel 
bound to protest against it. We are quite prepared to undertake tho 
responsibility for the welfare and advancement of the Indian people 
(not peoples), and I altogether deny that a foreign Parliament can 
possibly discharge its responsibilities in relation to a subject nation,
1 resent the docririe that the Parliament is to determine the time 
and manner of each advance, and 1 say that tho whole object of the 
legislation, as disclosed in the third paragraph oi the Preamble, 
is to perpetuate tho domination of the British Parliament, which I 
cannot for a moment accept. The fourth paragraph holds out a 
distinct threat: “ And whereas the action of Parliament” , so it
says, “ in each matters must be guided by the co operation receivod
from those on whom new opportunities of service will be conferred, 
and by the extent to which it is found that confidence can be 
reposed in their sense of responsibility. ’— In other words, if wc are 
good boys, and if we satisfy the British Parliament that we have a 
sense of responsibility, then the British Parliament will consider 
whether wo ought not to have a further instalment of reforms. In 
other words we are perpetual infants, and the British Parliament is 
our sole guardian.

Freedom is my birthright.
Ladies and gentlemen, 1 have very great respect for the opinion 

of my political opponents, but I cannot accept the fundamental 
principle on which the Beform Act is based. 1 think that we 
should preserve our self-esteem, whatever the stage ox our progress 
may be. I think that wo should solemnly declare in open Congress, 
that freedom is inherent in every nation aDd that India has ami

, ■ ■ ■■
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' • \ ^j%es^ f ! the r'8bt to develop bor own individuality and toVWlle 
. ',v!’"<lesti".V unhampered by what the British Parliamei^%4s-^ 

■decided or may decide for us. I think we should recognize that any 
power that in any way hampers or embarrasses the self-realization 
and self-fulfilment of the Indian nation is an enemy of India and 
must as such be resisted. I am willing to co operate with England, 
but on one condition only, that she recognises this inherent right of 
India. 1 hat recognition you will not find anywhere in the Govern
ment of India Act, and 1, for one, will not be a party to the perpetu
ation of British domination in India. But my Moderate friends tell 
me, that though the freedom of the Indian people, in the sense in 

f p understand the term, has not been recognised in the Act
of Parliament, still, if we work the reforms, it will not be in the 
power of Parliament to withhold that freedom. I do not doubt the 
wisdom of my friends nor deny their patriotism ; but the question, 
in my opinion, is entirely irrelevant. My position is this, that 
however willing I may be to enter into a compromise with tho 
English Government in matters of detail, and I am willing to make 
great sacrifices, I will not enter into any compromise on the question 
w ich I hold to be fundamental. Freedom is my birthright, and I 
< emand a recognition of that right, not by instalments nor in 
compartments, but whole and entire. 1 do not doubt that victory 
wt . 6 on ° ur side ; but supposing we fail, we would at least have
preserve inviolate our national self-respect and dignity, we would
h f a1 <6 ^aVe rsPudiated the insult on which the Government of 
Congre -0 HS n>a90l? ‘ d'tFerence between the Indian National
n n tn b> , a Ministers who are working the Reforms Act seems to 

anrl ’Ul< am®ntal, in that the former has its eye fixed on the ulti- 
nise the f r  w i  * rt-Jf ct as essentially false anything that does not recog 
eves fixed on n "  °> the Indian Pe°Ple ! whereas the latter have their 
to attain frerdn S ,epartments of which they are in charge, and hope 

1 - m through the successful working of those departments.
. ^°sition of the Indian Ministers

of roano/sin0*' Cone'der whether the Act gives even the beginnings 
■iiiv c n „ ; ; J Ue0Var r ent t0 ^’dia, al'd Whether the Legislature has 
together T.°V-er purse. The two questions must he considered
sever man,),, 13 V18w of the Moderates in Bengal that out of

; ' : Br® ot the Bengal Government, five are Indians, The
provinces are° 7 errol'eo“ 8- I think I am right in saying that 
Governor i n O n n n I n 'u  re1lution to Beserved Subjects, by the
Governor ’,L ’ ,anw relatlon to Transferred Subjects, by the
Governor acting wuh Ministers. The statute makes no provision

b,at, j / 0r the joint deliberation by the Governor and his Couuoil 
and Ins Ministers sitting together, except in regard to proposals for

i
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! “ r a||§0,j  *?"(* borrowing, and the framing of-proposals, for

monfry- In. regard to the reserved subject's,'andHlftJl-^ 
which are of vital importance to us as a Station in our 

.struggle for political liberty, the'Ministers have nq voice whatever.
I think l am right in saying that they are the dumb spectators of 
the fight that, is now going on between us and the Government to 
consider whether, in relation to tlio non-co-operation movement, a 

, repressive policy should or should not be initiated in the country 
I heir advice would not be sought when the local Government has to 
consider the question whether Mahatma Gandhi ought or ought not 
to bo arrested. If 1 am right in my views as to the position of the 
Ministers in relation to the reserved subjects, then 1 suggest to my 
Moderate friends that they are under an entire misapprehension 
when they say that a majority of the members of the Government 
are Indians. The truth is that in relation to the reserved subjects 
the Indian element is in a minority and cannot affect the policy of 
the Government in the slightest degree, provided the Governor and 
the English members of tlio Council combine against it.

I have now to considjr the position of the Ministers and the 
relation botwoen the Ministers and the Legislature in regard to the 
transferred subjects. My first point is, that it is a mistake to suppose 
that any “ subjects” has been transferred to the Ministers. I ooncedo 
that certain departments have been transferred, but I maintain that 
they have been transferred subject to the encumbrances created by a 
century of bureaucratic rule, and the Ministers have no power what
ever to discharge those encumbrances. I will at once make my 
moaning clear. Now Medical administration is an important depart
ment of the State ; and so is Public Health. These departments, 1 
understand, have been transferred to the Ministers, and the Minister 
provided ho has complete control of the “ subject,”  is in a position 
to confer a lasting benefit on the community. But what is the 
position . The Minister has no effective control over the officers 
who run the departments, and no voice whatever in the selection of 
his own officers. It is a peculiar circumstance in the history of the 
bureaucratic rule in India that whenever the people have cried for 
something essential to their existence, the Government has given 
them expensive administration, expensive offices and expensive 
buildings instead. The test whether the ‘subject”  has been train 
(erred to the Minister is this : Is the Minister for Health under the 
law in a position to take up this attitude, '“ I will recast the whole 
system under which these departments have hitherto been adminis
tered. I will abolish the Indian Medical Service, and employ 
local agencies who would know how to disinfect a well and what 
Steps to take in the case of an epidemic. 1 will then have more



IS I Tt̂ iî py ! ®Q spend on the needs of the people?” But, no iV S t f t  
. aWrtude’ the Act denies to him, and yet it is said that the si|Jj|j|fc_J 

' ms^beoh transferred to him. One of the Ministers in India described 
his position in bitter terms in the course of a Council debate. Ho 
complained that if he applied to the Medical department or the 
Sanitary department for doctors to moat, an emergency they said to 
him in reply, ‘ ‘We have no doctors.”  If he took the responsibility 
of sending doctors to the affected area, the Medical department said 
to him : We do not recognise your doctors, and yon must pay them 
out of your own pocket.”  W7hon I point out to you that, the Minis
ter in question is the Minister in charge of the Medical department 
and Sanitary department, you will grasp the full significance of tho 

transfer of subjects”  that, has taken place under the Act. Well 
might a Minister exclaim, as one actually did, “ Silver and gold 
have I none, but of such as 1 have I give unto thee” , that is, 
sympathy. He added that he could oidy give sympathy because 
the purse was held by somebody else, that is to say, the Finance 
Member.

The Control over the Purse.
This brings me to a question of great importance and that, is 

whether the Legislature has any control over the purse. The 
Moderates maintain the affirmative of the proposition ; 1 maintain 
the negative. 1 shall presently refer to the provisions of the Act 
to support my position ; but I have a witness of undoubted position 
and respectability in my favour whose evidence I should like to 
place before you. In the course of the general discussion on the 
Budget in one of t.he Councils a Minister said as follows : “ The two 
poor men who have been put down hero as Ministers are presumed to 
be clothed with all the powers of Ministers in tho House of Commons, 
and therefore they are called upon to account for everything for 
whie i per nips a Minister in the House of Commons is responsible.
I t.9 Minister here begins his life by getting a dole of money that is 
given by those who are in charge of the whole administration.”
I he question is whether the Moderates are right or the Minister in 
question is right. Both may he wrong ; hut both cannot be right.

under the rules framed under the Government of India Act, 
ihe framing of proposals for expenditure in regard to Transferred 
and Reserved Subjects is a matter of agreement between the 
Members of the Executive Council and the Ministers, but if they do 
nut agree as to the apportionment of funds between Reserved and 
transferred departments respectively, tho Governor has the power 
to allocate tho revenues and balances of tho province between 
Reserved and Transferred Subjects by specifying Hie fractional 
proportions of the revenues and balances which shall be assigned to

I n d i a n  n a t i o n  i l  c o n g r e s s
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• e i g h t s ! / o f  subject. What, then, is the position? The ModWaStel 
\1^£B13fflj;’assert that the majority of Members of the Govern me iltrare^ 

riEftdiSltsi If that were so one would expect the question of appor
tionment to be decided in accordance with the view of the majority; 
but that is not done because the entire scheme is based on the 
distrust of tho Ministers. Wo have, therefore, this result that if 
the Members and the Ministers aro unable to come to an agreement 
the matter is decided by the Governor who may act oither in 
accordance with his own direction or in accordance with the report 
of an authority to be appointed by the Governor-General in this 
behalf on tho application of the Governor.

This is the impossible position in which the Minister is placed 
by the scheme framed under the Act ; but what is tho position of 
the Council ? Has it any power to say, “ We require the funds to be 
apportioned in the way we suggest and not according to the proposal 
made by the Government?” Can it say, ‘ Wo require you to 
spend so much to fight malaria or so much for primary education ” ? 
Tho Act undoubtedly gives power to the Council to refuse its assent 
to a demand or to reduce tho amount therein referred to either by 
a reduction of tho whole grant by tho omission or reduction of any 
of the items of expenditure of which the grant is composed. But this 
is subject to an important proviso, viz, that the local Government 
shall have power, in relation to any such demand, to act as if it had 
been assented to, notwithstanding the withholding of suob absent 
or the reduction of the amount therein referred to, if fbe demand
relates to a reserved subject, and the Governor certifies that the 
expenditure provided for by the demand is essential to the discharge 
of his responsibility for the subject. This, according to the 
Moderates, is the effective control which tho Legislature has over the 
purse. It has no power whatever to say in what proportion the 
revenue of the country should bo allocated between Reserved and 
Transferred departments respectively ; it has no control whatever 
over the revenue allocated to the Reserved Subjects. All that it can 

, do is to say to the Ministers, “ We refuse our assent to your demand” , 
or, “ We reduce the amount referred to in your demand either by a 
reduction of the whole grant or by the omission or reduction of any  ̂
of the items of expenditure of which the grant is composed.”  It is 
ridiculous to describe tho limited control exercisable by the Council 
in relation to the Transferred Subjects as “ an effective control 
over the purse” .

In administrative matters, the position of the Minister is no 
better. The Act, provides that in relation to transferred eubjocts, 
the Governor shall be guidod by the advioe of his Ministers, unless 
he sees sufficient cause to dissent from their opinion, in which case 

24(a)

■
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fcs*. may require action to be taken otherwise than in^Sli*- 

\<a with that advice. In a dispute between the Mmfsfflr-*
in. charge of the Department of Health and his officer on a 
question of policy, it is possible for the Governor to support 
the officer against the Minister. In matters of legislation in 
relation to the Transferred Subjects there is in theory somp 
power in the legislature, but in practice the finance department, 
controlled by a member of the Executive Council, would have the 
last word on the subject; for I can conceive of no legislation 
which does not involve expenditure of money, and it is the duty 
°f the finance department (of which, be it remembered, the 
Minister is not a Member) to examine and advise on the schomo of 
the new expenditure for whioh it is proposed to make provision in 
the estimates.

In regard to the whole scheme, it is legitimate to ask, “ Does 
it secure even the elementary rights which every citizen under any 
civilised Government possesses? Is repressive legislation impossible 
under the Act, except with the consent of the people ? Does it 
give to the people the right to repoal the repressive legislation 
which disgraces the Statute book of India? Has a repetition of 
. 1 'jojab atrocities been made impossible ?”  1 think I am right
in saying, that in regard to all these matters the position is exactly 
the same as it was before the Reform Act.

No Peace with Dishonour.rp i •
Minister8’ j 11’ ' s ^ e  scbeme which is being worked by the 
that t l \ a®d .We ^ave k00n solemnly assured by tho Moderates 
a, | would n 'nn' n8 ‘C’ waraJ 18 1° found in the scheme. Much 
In Vdii ‘ Ik  Ik° to end a11 unnecessary conflict, I cannot recommend 
( Vivpn mo aooopl'ance °f the Act as a basis for co operation with tho 
ionB „Q a'R * W'M not purchase peace with dishonour, and so 
our right 6 r®arnble t0 tlje Government of India Act stands and 
our own ;! r I1-Ij In, êrenl: right to regulate our own affairs, develop 
ed T miioi lv,uuality an 1 evolve our own destiny, is not recognis
ed, I must declme to consider any terms of peace.
oneratinn 0i ' î matk°d. therefore, of warfare open to us is non-eo- 
enennssiv.’ r"  *lat is programme which we adopted at two 
ODeratinn j 0 ',eresses' _ We are dovoted to tho doctrine of non-co- 
there are fJi ,y,°U not expect .me to discuss its ethics. But 
in our newer to dn °rltl£3. wh°80 doubts wo 0UBht to dispel, if it is 
tiou ;a a dnctrl ° 8U[ say the doctrine of non-co-opera-
a"hast at th r'0 ° I)e”at' on> a doctrine of despair ; they stand 
?m,,l,l  ̂ ^trowness, the exclusiveness which such a doctrine
1 f nes, and they draw our attention to the trend of political
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(* ( e'^153 )>B i the world, and they ask us whether there is any Sd ĵe lor 
\vAa?plp{>n^bat is determined to live a life of isolation. L I  IT i

What is Non-co-operation.

I feel bound to answer the questions which have been raised 
by theso critics, and, in doing so, I must ask myself the question 
“ What is Non-co-pperation V’ I find it easier to answer the ques
tion by considering for a moment what is not non-co-operation. 
Non-co-operation is not a refusal to co-operate with the English 
people because they are English people. Non-co-operation does not 
advocate a policy of separation, a policy of isolation. Indeed in our 
conflict with the forces of injustice and unrighteousness, we are not 
forgetting Him, to quote the words of Rabindranath, “ Who is with
out distinction of class or colour, and Who with his varied Shakli 
makes true provision for the inherent need of each and every class/’ 
Rut before we can join the forces of the world in the missionary 
enterprise to uplift humanity, it is at least necessary that we should 
find fulfilment in self-realization and self-development ; for it is 

*> only as a nation that has realised itself that we can hope to be of 
any service to humanity. Let us consider the matter for a moment. 
Our philosophy recognises that there is an essential unity behind 
all diversities, and that the diversities, “ Paichitrya” if I may us0 
that expression, constitute the "Lila" of the Supreme Reality.

»
The whole object of human endeavour, as I understand it, is to 
reconcile theso endless diversities so as to affirm the Supreme 
Reality. God’s Lila requires that every manifestation must have an 
unhampered growth. Every nation on the face of the earth represents 
such a manifestation. Like the various flowers in a garden the 
nations must follow their own laws and work out thoir own destiny, 
so that in the end they might each and all contribute to the life and 
culture of humanity. In order that humanity may be served, the 
ultimate Unity realized, that essential something which distinguishes 
one nation from another, which I may describe as the individuality of 
.  th° nation, must have unfettered growth. This is the essence of "the 
doctrine of nationalism for which men have been ready to lay down 
there lives. Nationalism is not an aggressive assertion of its indivi
duality, distinct and separate from the other nations, but it is a 
yearning for self-fulfilment, self-determination and self-realization 
as a part of the scheme of the universal humauity by which alone 
humanity can fulfil itself, determine itself and realize itself. Non- 
co-operation, therefore, though it does not refuse co operation with 
the English because they are English, will refuse to co operato with 
any power or institution which embarrasses in any way the growth 
of the individuality of the Indian nation or hampers its self-fulfib
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\*\,Iell$' / $jbu-co-oporatioh again does not reject Western c\jgHjrg 
Vyb^^aei '  ii is Western. 'But it recognises that there must be 

xv^joi4ijii'6rder that there may bo whole-hearted acceptance. The cry 
for national education is not a protest against foreign education. 
But it is a protest against the imposition of foreign culture on India. 
Subjection is hard to bear, whethor it be political or cultural ; and 
indeed, as history shows, cultural subjection must inevitably follow 
in the wake of political subjection. Our desire for national educa
tion is only an endeavour to establish a continuity with the past and 
to enthrone our culture in our hearts. The doctrine that we proach 
does not exclude any light that may come from outside ; but we say 
to those who care to listen to us, “  First light the lamp that lies 
neglected in your home : look into the past and realise your present 
position in the light of the past: and then face the world with 
courage and receive whatever light that may come from outside.”

Doctrine of Non-co-operation.

What then is Non-co-operation 1 I cannot do better than quote 
the eloquent words of Mr. Stokes : “  It is the refusal to be a party 
to a preventable evil ; it is the refusal to accept or have any part 
in injustice ; it is the refusal to acquiesce in wrongs than can be 
righted, or to submit to a state of affairs which is manifestly in
consistent with the dictates of righteousness. And, as a consequence, 
it is. the refusal to work with those who on grounds of interest or 
expediency insist upon committing or perpetuating wrong.”

But it is argued that the whole doctrine is a doctrine of negation, 
a doctrine of despair. I agree that in form the doctrine is one of 
negation, but I maintain that in substance it is one of affirmation. 
We break in order to build ; wo destroy in order to construct ; we 
reject in order to accept. This is the whole history of human 
endeavour. If subjection be an evil, then we are bound to non-co- 
operate with every agency that seeks to perpetuate our subjection. 
J hat is a negation ; but it affirms our determination to be free, to 
win our liberty at any cost. Nor do I agreo that the doctrine is 
one oi despair. It is a doctrine of hope and of confidence and of 
unMundrf faith in its efficacy. One has only to look at the faces 
of the sufferers as they are led to prison to realise that victory is 
already ours. It is not for nothing that Shaukat Ali and Mahomed 
Ali, courageous and resourceful, have lived and suffered. It is not 
fi r nothing that Lajpat Rai, one of the bravest of spirits that ever 
faced the sun, flung the order of the Bureaucracy in its face, and 
marched bold iy into the prison that awaited him. It is not for 
nothing that Motilal Nehru, that prince amongst men, spurned the 
riches that were his, and defied the order that would enslave him,



1' ra il in g  no pain that the malice of power could invent. TiAaS^fcll
V^n^^jejciplt me to road to you all the names that are inscribfedML^ 

Vjjb.a j oli^of honour ; but I must not forget to mention the students 
who are at once the hope and the glory of the Motherland. I, who 
have been privileged to watch the current of political life in its very 
centre, can testify to the wonderful courage and unflinching devotion 
displayed by the students. Theirs is the inspiration behind the 
movement, theirs the victory. They are the torch-bearers of the 
time ; they are the pilgrims od the road. If suffering has been 
their lot, victory is their due.

This, then, is the philosophy on which the non-co-operation 
movement is based : to defy with absolute constancy the hostile 
powers that would hamper in any way our growth and self- 
fulfilment as a nation, to keep its evil always in view, not hating 
the power, but recognising its evil as an evil and refusing no 
suffering that the malice of that power can invent. I admit, 
gentlemen, that the ideal is very high, but I maintain that it is the 
only method which we can adopt for the early establishment of 
‘Swaraj.' It requires no wisdom to see that if every one of us with
draws our helping hand from the machine that is relentlessly work
ing to prevent onr growth and self-realization as a nation, the 
machine must of necessity stop its work. We are told, however, that 
once the machine of government stops its work, we shall be swept 
away by the forces of disorder and reaction. There is a simplo 
answer to this argument. Tho non-co-operation movement can 
never hope to succeed, unless our forces are properly organised, and 
the ethics of the movement properly understood by the nation. If 
they are not understood, the question will not arise, for wo cannot 
then hope to carry the struggle to a successful termination ; hut if 
they are understood, then the inherent strength of the movement 
will provent anarchy and bloodshed. But I cannot disguise from 
myself tho fact that there have been disturbances in Bombay in tho 
course of our propaganda. We must accept responsibility for such 
disturbances and frankly admit that, to the extent to which there 
has been violence, intimidation and coercion, we may be said to 
have failed. But what is the remedy 3 Surely l)0t to abjure our 
faith, but to seo that the faith is properly understood. Bloodahod 
and disorder havo been associated with every great movement that 
has taken place— the spread of Christianity, for instance. But is it 
to bo argued, that because in the spread of a New Idea there is 
danger of disorder and disturbance as it, comes into conflict with old 
ideals and (be old view of life, the missionaries must of necessity 
stay their hand and decline to carry the Light they feel 1 tSuoh an 
argument is not worth a moment’s consideraion. You may argue, if

MR. V. li. bA&'S ADDRESS f r H *
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I i ( y^ S l '^ p lj  that our doctrine has not yet been understood %Jyhg
7 0 U may arguo, if you choose, that our programme chi#(«L_j 

t0 -•tlreVISe<1 *n t*le ^g*lt °* t*36 disturbances which have taken place 
'bn-iB^bay, But the fact that disturbances have in fact taken place 
in a 'single small area is no argument against the essential truth of 
our movement. We must meet the situation with courage and 
devise means to prevent the recurrence of those disturbances ; but I 
cannot and I will not advise you to stay your band from the non-co- 
operation movement. The fact that India has remained calm in 
spite of the recent arrests shows that the Bombay lesson has gone 
homo. The recent manifestation of courage, endurance and remark
able self-control has, in my opinion, demonstrated the efficacy and the 
necessity of non-violent non-co operation. And nothing can stop 
our onward march if the same spirit is still further developed and 
retained to the end.

A question to Lord Reading
Ladiea and gentlemen, the success of our movement has made 

a deep impression on the Bureaucracy, if we may judge by the 
repressive policy which it has initiated and is carrying into effect.
1 °  JS0.rve thafc His Excellency the Viceroy objects to the policy being 
v  T ' T  repressive,” but I have yet to know that the Seditious 
i ’.ec 1 rigs Act, and the Indian Criminal Law Amendment Act are 
part ot the ordinary Criminal Law of the land. Indeed, if 1 am not 
r v lm it t L  18se. were two of the Acts that were considered by the 
that t-h* r  app?inted to examine repressive legislations. It is true 
'  bunbet on?m{‘ttee consisting of an Indian Chairman and six Indihn 
two Acts Tt. wer6 unable to recommend the repeal of these 
in their anno f y have 0,lly shown what confidence can be reposed 
vvere t r S  responsibility. But the fact remains that the Acts 
Reading i- ni ^  rf pi:ess v̂e taws and discussed as such. Lord 
arrests now 1 V.10US y In crrcr in suggesting, as ho has done, that the 
Z l  under 8 ,“ ade U1 Calcutta aild in other parts, of India 

its that 18 0id,Iiary criminal law of the land. His Excellency 
„ nH un i JOre ara organised attempts to challenge the law, 
breaches nfUt^ '1?t Û d0rStand wt3at PurPOso is served by flagrant 
order t,- nf aW i°r tho purpose of challenging the Govt, and tho 

IE ; ' nn̂ C nr58tt - i would, with all respect, put one-question
\ ‘ ,C6 ,.ency' H Japan planted her national flag on Australia and 

,, , /  j f  r.a .la 6ll0.h L'a°dom and such constitution as we enjoy under 
1 „• i ' 1/ 1'.!.’ ll®ither more nor less, what would His Excellency’s

■ t all "r, f ° 11 a ^ uHralians, if they were determined to win freedom 
, ‘ ,• 3 s . Aud Japan promulgated repressive laws without the

tho Australians, prohibiting meetings and declaring as 
unlawful all voluntary associations through which alone the Austra-
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l&wdlenfiy’s advice be to the Australians, supposing they solh»B%l^ 
*gre^d^% defy.such laws and disregard the orders issued under such 
laws'? 1 venture to think that His Excellency does not understand 
the situation which has arisen in India ; therefore he is puzzled and 
perplexed. Rightly or wrongly, the Congress has adopted the policy 
of non-co-operation as the only legitimate political weapon available 
for its use. That is not breaking the law. Rightly or wrongly, the 
Congress has decided to boycott foreign goods, and especially foreign 
cloth. That is not breaking the law. Rightly or wrongly, the 
Congress has decided to boycott the visit of His Royal Highness the 
Prince of Wales. That is not breaking the law. Now, in what way is 
the Congress to carry on its work except through the voluntary 
organisations which you have proclaimed under the Indian Criminal 
law Amendment Act 1 In striking at these voluntary organisations, 
you strike at the Congress propaganda which, you are bound to 
admit, is not unlawful. Why should it puzzle Your Excellency, 
assuming you credit us with the same amount of patriotism which 
you have, that w,e have solemnly rosolved to disobey your orders 
and court imprisonment 1 I assert that it is you who have broken 
the law and not we. You have transgressed the law which secures 
to every subject freedom of speech and action so long as the speech 
and the action do not offend against the ordinary criminal law of the 
land. You have transgressed the law which secures to the subject 
the unrestricted right to hold meetings, so long as these meetings do 
not degenerate into unlawful assemblies. These are the common 
law rights of the subject which you have transgressed, and I would 
remind Your Excellency that it is on the due observance of these 
elementary rights that the allegiance of the subject depends.

But then, it is said that these associations interfere with the 
administrations of the law and with the maintenance of law and 
order. If they do, then the ordinary criminal law is there, and it 
ought to be sufficient. I have heard of no instance of violonce in 
Calcutta, certainly none w-as reported to the police, Chargos of 
violence can be investigated, and therefore they were not made. 
But charges of threat and intimidation are easy to make because 
they cannot be investigated. I would ask the authorities one ques
tion : Was any case of threat or intimidation reported to the police ? 
Has the local Government found, on enquiry, that quite apart from 
general allegations which can easily be made, there were specific 
cases^of threat or intimidation practised by the non-co-operators on 
the ([ loyalists”  °f Calcutta? An English Journalist, sighing himself 
as Nominis Umbra,” gave as bis opinion to an English papor in 
Calcutta that Hie hirtal was willingly acquiesced in by the people.
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v i^S^^The people surrendered at discretion, but it was impossible 
fornTcareful observer not to see that not only were they for the 
most part willing victims of new zoolum, but also that they exulted 
in the discomfiture of the Sirkar,”  If that be so, then what case is 
there for the declaration under Sec. 16 of the Indian Criminal Law 
Amendment Act 1 Was the position in Calcutta on the 17th Nov. 
last worse than the position in England when a big strike is in pro
gress'! And is it suggested that there resides any power in tho Cabi ot 
of England to put down a strike and prevent picketing 1 No, 
gentlemen, the real object of the application of the Indian Criminal 
Law Amendment Act is not to protect society against the threats 
and intimidation of tho non-co-operators, but to crush the Congress 
and the non co-operation movement, it is to such threat that you 
have to return an answer.

There is another object which the Government has in view : 
it is to make by threat, intimidation and coercion, the visit of His 
Royal Highness the Princo of Wales to Calcutta a success. On 
your behalf I would respectfully lay before His Royal Highness our 
wishes of good-will to him personally. There is no quarrel between 
us and the Royal House of England ; but he come3 here as tho 
ambassador of a Power with whom we have decided not to co
operate ; as such we cannot receive him. Also we are in no mood 
to take part in any rejoicing. We are fighting for our elementary 
rights freely to live our own life and evolve our own destiny accord
ing to our lights. It would be sheer hypocrisy on our part to 
extend a national welcome to the ambassador of the Power that 
wouid deny us our elemontary rights. There is, in the refusal to 
extend a national welcomo to His Royal Highness, no disrespect 
either to him or to the Royal House of England. Thero is oidy a 
determination not to co operate with tho Bureaucracy.

Mi Das’s Presidential Address _was read out to the 
Congress by Mrs. Sarojini Naidu. Having finished reading 
Mrs. Naidu said

ibis is the message that comes to us from the Great Hero of 
Bengal who instead of adorning the “ Musnad” of the President 
to-day has bat lured his individual liberty for national froedom, and 
this is the message of his wife :

Mrs. Das’s Message to.the'Congress.
Let every man and woman in India ask himself or herself to day this one 

supreme qui-tion, and this question only : Do I stand ran India in hkr
PRESENT STRUGGLE ?



RESOLUTIONS ' f i ^ J
( i ( 'SLat JnSi search our hearts and directly answer it now or never. Wo^roustl 

• dedCjJftud the responsibility for the decision is ours. The country demands sfiroagl j  
\V9hrC3ceafjMK action. 1£ we feel in our heart of hearts that we stand for ifrtna "* 

iiiv her: ..strur;ele for freedom then we must act, act, act. We ask for no more.
We expect no less. Lit therefore every delegate of the Congress be sworn in 
as a Congress volunteer. Let every man and woman in India to-day offer 
himself or herself as a Congress volunteer. Let the whole country be mobilised 
for Congress work. Let all our noble activities be suspended till the struggle 
in its present form be finished. Hen and women of India, act, act, act 
directly, act while time is yet.”

This also is a clarion call because in the service of the nation 
the voice of men and the voice of women may not be divided, 
neither may their action, neither may their aspiration, neither 
may their lives, neither may their destiny, nor their liberty 
(Applause).

TH IS  B R O U G H T  TH E  F I R S T  D A Y ’ S  P R O C E E D IN G S  7 0  
A  C L O S E . T H E  P R E S ID E N T  A D J O U R N E D  TH E  C O N G R E S S  
TILL T H E  N E X T  D A Y .

THE THIRTY SIXTH

Indian National Congress
SECOND D AY—2STH DECEMBER 1921.

The Congress resumed its sitting for the second day on the 
28th December at 2 p.m.

After Dr. Ansari had finished reading the telegraphic 
messages of sympathy, the President requested Mahatma Gandhi to 
place the Resolution standing in his name before the House. He 
allotted two hours for its discussion—half an hour to Mahatma 
Gandhi the mover, 10 minutes to the seconder and 5 minutes to 
each supporter.

Mahatma Gandhi then climbed the rostrum and moved the 
following Resolution :—

The Resolution
11 Whercua Bince the holding of the last National Congress the people of 

India have found from actual experience that by reason of the adoption of non
violent non-co-operation the country has made great advance in fearlessness 
self-saerilice and self-respect,

“ And whereas the movement has greatly damaged the prestige of the 
Government,

11 And whereas on the whole the country is rapidly progressing towards 
Swaraj,

25
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| I ifjfp* Tha'Congress confirms tlie resolution adopted at the special B ess iop ^ ty  
l . V Calcutta and re-affirmed at Nagpur and places on record tm ^|(|l
\ys.c!^nn1n;^tiou of the Congress to continue the programme of non-violemb-m)^^ 
X^^-^pef^rtion with greater vigour than hitherto in such manner as each province 

^ma^rtle ter mine till the Punjab and the Khilafat wrongs are redressed and Swaraj 
is established and the control of the Government of India passes into the hands 
of the people from that of an irresponsible corporation.

. “  whereas by reason of the threat uttered by His Excellency the 
Viceroy in his recent speeches and the consequent repression started by the 
Governments of India and of the various Provinces by way of disbandment of 
Volunteer CorpB and forcible prohibition of public and even Committee meetings 
in an illegal and high-handed manner and by the arrest of many Congress 
workers in several provinces,

“  And whereas this repression is manifestly intended to stifle all Congress 
and Khilafat activities and deprive the public of their attendance,

“ This Congress resolves that all activities of the Congress be suspended as 
far as necessary and appeals to all, quietly and without any demonstration, to 
offer themselves for arrest by belonging to the Volunteer Organisations to be 
formed throughout the country in terms of the Resolution of the Working Com
mittee arrived at in Bombay on the 23rd day of November last.

“ Provided that no one shall be accepted as volunteer who does not sign the 
following pledge :—

THE VOLUNTEER’S PLEDGE
“ With God as witness I solemnly declare that—
(1) I wish to be a Member of the National Volunteer Corps, 

in wnrii !°n? as I1rc®ain a member of the Corps I shall remain non-violent 
1 h<*lieth*?eed.and sball.earnestly endeavour to be non-violent in intent since 
and the Pnn£uludia ’8 c,rcumstanced non-violence alone can help the Khilafat 
unity amorn? di t]and re8ult. m th(! iittainment of Swaraj and consolidation of 
Sikh, Parsi n  ; race8anrl communities of India whether Hindu, Mussulman,’ ’ or ,1 *w.

1,1 auj i 8ba11 endeavour always to promote such unity, 
moral salvation, and^hMrf^1!! “a es8ential ,for India’s economic, political and 
eion of every other cloth haad'8Pua and haud-woven khaddar to the exclu-

of untouchalrility Tnd shaP'l?’ 6 ,\a the i"st!o€ and necessity of removing the evil 
an endeavour to render KprJi^f3 possible occasions, seek personal contact with 

(6) 1 shall carry o u t ^  f a8nbfmnrged classes, 
regulations not incontini in8truotl(m8 of my superior officers, and all the
Volunteer Board or the Working'' tbe. .fP '” 1 nf this pledge prescribed by the 
the Congress.  ̂Coinnsittee or any other agency established by

for the. sake of my^lHon^ndr IMJ’R 180nuent> ASSAULT, or even DEATH
(8) In the eve ? of “ "d.my Conntry with°m resentment, 

any support for my family o/de^ndanU61*1 1 ShaU C'aim fT° m the ConSro8B

Call to the Countiy.

ot the age °f 18 and °Ter wiu 
as much as even Com^iUeemetUnes have Pw ibltiDg PUbl'C mcetin8 8' ancl. inpublic meetings, this Congress a d  - ,! H ^ el!. attc'mpted to be construed as r k tms congress wivnof, the holdmg of Committee meetings, and



l'. \ pi/isting8, the latter in enclosed placis and by tickets, and by
s at which as far aB possible only speakers previously annuauffd-^ 

X^̂ aT .̂thrlrver written speeches, care being taken in every case to avoid risk of 
provocation and possible violence by the public in consequence.

ON CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE
“  This CongresB is further of opinion Ibat civil disobedience is the only 

civilized and effective substitute for an armed rebellion whenever every other 
remedy for preventing arbitrary, tyrannical and emasculating use of authority by 
individuals or corporations lias been tried, and therefore advises all Congress 
workers and others, who believe in peaceful methods and are convinced that 
there is no remedy save some kind of sacrifice to dislodge the existing government 
from its position of perfect irresponsibility to the people of India, to organise 
individual civil disobedience, when the mass of people have been sufficiently 
trained in the methods of Non-violence, and otherwise in terms of the resolution 
thereon of the last meeting of the all India Congress Committee held at Delhi.

“ This Congress is of opinion that in order to concentrate attention upon civil
disobedience, whether mass or individual, whether of an offensive or defensive 
character, instructions are to be issued under proper safeguards from time to 
time by the Working Committee or the Provincial Congress Committee con
cerned ; all other Congress activities should be suspended whenever and wherever 
and to the extent to which it may be found necessary.

Call to Students
“ This Congress calls upon all students of the age of 18 and over, parti

cularly those studying in the national institutions, and the staff thereof 
immediately to sign the foregoing pledge and become members of the National 
Volunteer Corps.

Mahatma Gandhi invested with full power*
“ In view of the impending arrest of a large number of Congress workers 

this Congress, whilst requiring the ordinary machinery to remain intact and to' 
be utilised in the ordinary manner whenever feasible, hereby appoints until 
further instructions, Mahatma Gandhi as the sole executive authority of the 
Congress and invests him with full powers of the All India Congress Committee 
including the power to couveue a special session of the Congress or of the Ail 
India Congress Committee or the Working Committee, such powers to bo 
exercised between any two sessions of the All India Congress Committee also
with the power to appoint a successor in emergency.

“  Congress hereby confers upon the said successor and all subsequent 
suceessors appointed in turn by their predecessors, all his aforesaid powers

“ Provided that, nothing in this resolution shall be deemed to authorise 
. Mahatma Gandlu or any of the aforesaid successors to conclude udv terms of peace 

with the Government Of India or the British Government without the previous 
sanction of the All India CoDgress Committee to be finally ratified by the Con
gress specially convened for the purpose, and provided also that the present creed 
of the Congress shall in n , case be altered by Mahatma Gandhi or bis successors 
except with the leave of the Congress first obtained.

Congratulations.
“ ThiB Congress congratulates all those patriots who are now undergoing 

imprisonment for the sake of their conscience or country, and realists that U , u 
sacrifice has considerably hastened the advent of Swaraj.”
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|\Vv^^After reading the resolution and explaining it in the v)te«T3=-̂  
^ScuMCMWahatma Gandhi said :—

Hakim Sahib, brothers and sister?,— It has taken me exactly 
35 minutes to read the resolution in English and in Hindustani. I 
shall hope, if I can at all avoid it, not to take even the 30 minutes 
that Hakimji Sahib has allotted to me. And 1 do not propose, if 
I can help it, to take all that time because I feel that the resolution 
explains itself. If, at the end of fifteen months’ incessant activity, 
you, the delegates assembled in this Congress, do not know your own 
minds, I am positive that I cannot possibly carry conviction to you 
even in a two hours’ speech ; and what is more, if I could carry 
conviction to you to-day because of my speech, I am afraid I would 
lose all faith in my countrymen, because it would demonstrate their 
incapacity to observe things and events— it would demonstrate their 
incapacity to think coherently; because, I submit, there is absolutely 
nothing new in this resolution that we have not been doing all 
this time— that we have not been thinking all this time ; there is 
absolutely nothing new in this resolution which is at all startling. 
Thoso of you who have followed the proceedings from month to 
month of the Working Committee, of the All India Congress Com- 
mitt-ee every three months, and have studied their resolutions, can 
but come to one conclusion, that this resolution is absolutely the 
natural result of national activities during the past fifteen months ; 
and it you have at all followed the course, the downward course, 
tnat the repressive policy of the Government has been taking, you 
can only come to the conclusion that the Subjects Committee has 
rightly come to this resolution ; and that the only answer that a 
ae -respecting nation can return to the Viceregal pronouncements 
an u be repression that is overtaking this land, is the course 
mapped out in this resolution.

The bearing of the Resolution
I am not going to take the time of English-knowing friends over 

La re lgious subtleties of the pledge that the volunteers have to 
, f  ‘  ̂ W18’1 *o confine my remarks in Hindustani to that subject.
T5. 1 »<?«* lb '8 assembly to understand the bearing of this resolu-

ion. 1 his resolution means that we have outgrown the stage of 
® pb-ccness and dependence upon anybody ; this resolution means 

that the nation through its representatives is determined to have 
its own way without the assistance of any single human being on 
earth and with the help of only God above.

This lesolution, whilst it shews tbo indomitable courage and the 
determination of the nation to vindicate its rights and to be able to

i f  INDIAN NATIONAL 00NGUESS [ ah m / im-W )
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\~. r *korl d in the face, also says in all humility to the Gc^| I 
\̂ CiiHl!&aJ<teT what you do, no matter how you repress us, we shalren^“  ̂

day wring reluctant repentance from you ; and we ask you to think 
betimes, and take care what you are doing, and see that yoii do not 
make 300 millions of India your eternal enemies.1

Door open for Government
- This resolution, if the Government sincerely wants an open door, 

leaves the door wide open for it. If the Moderate friends wish to 
rally round the standard of the Khilafat, round the standard of the 
liberties of the Punjab and therefore of India, then this resolution 
leaves the door wide open for them too. If this Government is 
sincerely anxious to do .justice, if Lord Reading has really come to 
India to do justice and nothing less,— and we want nothing more,—  
then I inform him from this platform, with God as my witness, with 
all the earnestness that I can command, that he has got an open 
door in this resolution if ho moans well, but the door is closed in 
his face if he means ill, no matter how many people go to their 
graves, no matter what wild career this repression is to go through.

A real Conference of equals
There is every chance for him to bold a Round Table Conference, 

but it must be a real conference. If he wants a conference at a table, 
where only equals are to sit and where there is not to be a single 
beggar, then there is an open door and that door will always remain 
open. There is nothing in this resolution which any one who has 
modesty and humility need be ashamed of.

Challenge to authority.
This resolution is not an arrogant challenge to anybody but it 

is a challenge to the authority that is enthroned on arrogance. It 
i'b a challenge to the authority which disregards the considered 
opinion of millions of thinking human beings. It js a humble and 
an irrevocable challenge tc authority which in Older to save itself 
wants to crush freedom of opinion and freedom of association--the 

| two lungs that are absolutely necessary for a man to breathe the 
oxygen of liberty ; and if there is any author!,y in this country that 
wants to curb the freedom of speech and freedom of association, I 
want to be abl° tr ay in your name, from this platform, that that 
authority will perish, unless it repents before an India that is steeled 
with high courage, noble purpose nd determination, oven if every 
one of the men and women who chouse to call themselves Indians is 
blotted out of the earth.

No peace at any price
God only knows, if I could possibly have advised you before to 

go to the Round Table Conference. If 1 could possibly have advised
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\-V €pi> not J.o undertake this resolution of Civil Disobedience, r w l a d j  
X^^fiavef^piie so.

l am a man of peace. I believe in peace. But. I do not want 
peace at any price. I do not want the peace that you find in stone ;
I do not want the peace that you find in the grave ; but I do want 
that peace which you find embedded in the human breast, which is 
exposed to the arrows of a whole world but which is protected from 
all harm by the Power of the Almighty God.

I do not want to take any more time of you, delegates. I do 
not want to insult your intelligence by saying a word moro in 
connection with this resolution (Cheers).

Mr. Patel’s Speech
Mr. V, J. Patel in seconding the resolution said that not only 

did he fully support the resolution, but he agreed with every word | 
that had fallen from the lips of the Mahatma. Never was there such 
a crisis in the destiny of India under the British as now. Thirty 
crores of Indians had fallen under British slavery. Lord Readings 
who had come to India to give her pure justice, had told them that 
fcj'.'.ara] could only be obtained in two ways : one, by moans of the 
sword and the other, by way of gifts or 'bakshiih,’. If India wanted 

'\a!ai ’ hey were told that they must win it by sword or from the 
Bru sh people as a gift. There was no other way. The resolution 
only asked for what they had demanded both at Nagpur and | 

a > \  would tell the Government that there was a third , 
way ° Swaraj and that was Civil Disobedience and the time had 
T  l i t l  i 1:0 into force. He hoped every Indian heart
v. ou o glad to know that it was so. Every one of them, man and 
vcmajp must either goto  ja ilor  dio, or get Swaraj. If they had 
[1° ‘ 0 c°urage to go to Jail or die, be asked them to vote against 

If they thought that without Civil Disobedience, 
t i!r.- ° a "i°ilr e t0 i,a >̂ without making themselves ready for death, 
J j '  f k’0*" Swaraj, then they must vote against tbo resolution, 
i ;i " r  V,0/ 8  ̂ *or the resolution they either consented to go to 

,.le' were unable to win Swaraj it was better they
lsaPVl ftr from the face of the earth. If they agreed with 
In®s‘ (^en ^  fhom vote for the resolution.

,. t e wanted to address a word to the Government. Let the 
-lovniunierit toll them what they wished to do in this connection.

m ums wanted liberty and full liberty as was mentioned in the 
proclamations, i he only difference between the people and Govern
ment was this that Government never kept their promise. There- 
fore, the Indians would no longer place their faith in any such 
promise. If tho Government mean well, then let them grant Swaraj
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I >o Indians— now and immediately. He warned the Government
V > d i i > y t o n  repression. If they suppressed the Congress m ojbl, j  

worked in open daylight there would spring up secret 
sohreties as in Bengal. Therefore he warned the Government 
against repression.

He appealod to the Moderates not to non-co-operate with the 
Congress but to non-co-operate with a Government which wanted to 
take away the elementary rights of citizens.

Maulana Abdul Majid in supporting the resolution said that 
the Congress wanted action not words. Let them stand firmly by 
the resolution until they had reached their goal. Civil Disobedience 
was their only weapon and they must make the fullest use of it.

Maulana Suleman Nadir in rising to support the resolution 
said that this non-violent non-co-operation was not only for India 
but for tho whole world. If they did not make their endeavours 
in a non-violent manner there would be not only bloodshed but 
factions between the various communities. Their goal was clear. 
Whatever provocation might be given them they would never resort 
to violence.

Srimati Mangala Devi said that India was a land proud of her 
spiritual culture and she believed that tho new force that was 
created in India would not only benefit her sons but the whole of 
humanity. She gave her whole-hearted support to the resolution.

Swami Sri Bharati Krishna Teertha Jagadguru Shankara 
charya of Shri Sharada Peeth then seconded the resolution and 
addressed the Congress in English : —

Sisters and Brothers,—-It is now one year since we resolvod to 
begin the programme of Non-co-operation in the normal session of 
the Congress at Nagpur ; and the preamble to that resolution stated 
that ^because tho Government refused to redress the Khilafat and 
the Punjab wrongs and because we were determined to achieve 
Swaraj within the year, therefore we had no option but to declare 
non-co-operation with the Government. One year has passed now 
and it behovos us to think of our duty at the present day and to 
prolong our fight. It is under these circumstances that we meet 
to-day. We find that far from redressing the Khilafat and tho 
Punjab wrongs and devising a satisfactory scheme of Swaraj the 
Government has gone to the extent of declaring unlawful even the 
activities of the Khilafat and Congress Volunteer Associations. 
Under theso circumstances we have to think of tbe next step that 
we should adopt in order to achieve our purpose.

Wo find, in the second place, that the highest representative 
in the judicial lino of His Majesty the King of England in India

MAHATMA GANDIU'S SPEECH  /1 % 1



•. lljgg d̂ ôJjired openly or virtually that the whims and orders of p&tfey 
Government are superior to God’s Law— superior to the 

iMperial Proclamations of three successive Sovereigns of England 
and also to their own regular laws. On the other hand, we find 
t at every ethical and religious code insists that God’s law is superior 
to man s, What should we do under these circumstances ? We can 
not go back upon our policy of non-co-operation. That is absolutely 
unthinkable. We began non-co-operation because we wanted the 

i afat and the Punjab wrongs to be redressed and the Swaraj 
o be achieved. None of these three things have taken place, and 
erefore, if we are to be faithful to our pledge taken at Nagpur 

ast year, we should have no justification for going back an inch 
*i om the policy of non-co-operation. On the other hand, tho 
repression and injustice having progressed in the opposite direction, 
>t is our duty to think of further steps and not of retracing what 
we have taken.

And therefore, specially because God’s law has been throttled 
.m-au"s.law prevails, it is our duty to declare, unwillingly 

ough, civil disobedience towards all unrighteous orders. Civil 
no echence is au elementary spiritual duty in the face of all 

who^r/'60!?3 orders- We, in India, have the example of Frahlcul 
it la° the unrighteous orders of his father, the King
the OW T PU' t Ĵ0 scr' ptU1,0 °* ^ e  Christians— we have in 
wi'h th. ; atam®nt the example of Daniel which is also on a par 
elemental" °*. Prahlad. It is in all the scriptures of the world, the 
whatsoev/ pr*nc‘p 6̂ ^ a t  a man shall not, for any worldly cause
q oc|_t(j0 V wh9t_ber out of fear or for favour, disobey the law of
this element Wbi?h .he re8ards as divine, It is just because of 
have their 1 ? ' piinclp ê t^at the Ali brothers and others at Karachi 
principle . i°Ja put to the test. It is because of this elementary 
was that the f  ̂ y ,cheerfully went to jail. Their wholo defence 
gave them n , ami<? Ijaw which they regarded as the divine law 
they did *tca °r? a!'.*ve but t° take their stand upon it and which 
is superior W° , ievo’ if ar,y P°rson here believes that God’s law 
arbiter jn - ma!l 6 ^ a t  '■he individual conscience is the final 
option bu‘ “ atl6r,8 perta’ nil|g ,to_ religion and morality, he has no 
regard to -111° 8 u to ^ e  principle of Civil Disobedience with 
of Civil n i ^ r,ghtT 3 orrtera- Therefore it is that the programme 

Whiiu / S lence ,̂ as become the duty of the country to adopt. 
Buch a position V h,‘8. Wlth Ut“ ;0St 6ladness> 1 am unfortunately in 
with tho i n , . ' i * canMOt honestly say that I see eye to eye
you Barn,/ 0'i ° tber speakers on the programme laid before 
die Ice u i b,e ' eLe that Non-io-operation and Civil Disobe- 
- - one, in order to be effective, looking at it merely from an worldly
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1’  \ yview, depend upon the united co-operation of\tWlfc

the country. If all of 113 will co-operate amongs^m)?--^ 
selves and non-co-operato with the Government, every department,
nay, every office of the Government must come, not to a comma__
not to a somi-colon or a colon but to a fullstop (Laughter). If we 
give room for unnecessary controversy inside ourselves our progross 
will to that extent be weakened. We already have divisions in the 
camp owing to the Moderates, or co-operators as they are caljed, hold
ing aloof from us. I may tell you, with reference to the Karachi Case, 
that if the Moderates had stood side by side with the Nationalists 
there was no chanco of that conviction of the six of the accused there.

Under these circumstances 1 feel that it is the duty o f the 
Congress not to force upon others, who disagree from us, the view 
which wo earnestly take. I refer to one clause— the first part of 
the pledge which the programme requires every volunteer to take 
that is, with regard to the question of untouchability. I spoke 
last year at Nagpur on the resolution when this question was taken 
up and you will remember that resolution called upon the religious 
people of India to take vigorous steps for the elevation of the 
depressed classes. Therefore you will acquit mo of any intention 
to go back or to take a reactionary attitude in the matter. But 
my position is this : Just as wo demand the liberty of our cons
cience for ourselves so we shall give the others the same. And 
from this point of view too God’s law should be placed above man’s 
and this principle should be applied to all equally, f £]0 no(. g 
that we have any right to force others to take the same view. So 
too we should give to others the same liberty. If we j,ave a’ ]arge 
number of people who satisfy our requirements in every other
f’rnm0Ĉ -bUfc d°  860 eye to ®y° wicth " S’ bave »o justification, nom this general point of view of principle or of expedicncv tn
coerce them to accept our view on pain of being shut out from’ all 
possibility of participation in this national work.

That is why I say that there ought to be a separate resolution 
in the nature of a recommendation on this subject and it should 
not be made a restriction.

Similarly we find that the resolution speaks of the wearing of 
Khadi only to the exclusion of every other kind of cloth And the 
Delhi resolution, with regard to Civil Disobedience, requires every 
civil resister to know how to spin and weave. I have no objection 
to that. But I do not feel justified in insisting that a person who 
fulfils all the other recommendations including the one abeut 
untouchability but is unable to weave or spin for himself sbould^be 
debarred from becoming a worker, because he cannot wear Khadi 
Shall he therefore unhesitatingly kill a cow if called upon to do so 

25(a)
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i ( S f / W 1 orf 6r ? Shall he obey such order or disobey it l & y l  

v A CCOrdlng t0 the programme, he will not be a l l o ^ J L i  
aisooay it at any rate under the auspices of the Congress.
^ ^ h6S0 andsome other elementary matters regarding liberty of

fully with the resolution. SI am for a 
all ' t  P r y ° f Non-oo-operation and for Civil Disobedience to 
determiner) ° k anf " nr’.^teous character-the unrighteousness being
ethioaTanH br • ,ndlvldual conscience under the dictates of 
eth.cal and rei,g,° us codes to which we are pledged by our religion.
resolution heS6 r rdS> 1 WOUld desire thafc the various Parts of the 
before t L mayr b6 PUt t0 tba VOte- clause by oIause- alld not put 
either &S- on® substantive proposition, which should
t atI  d o anr f ed or rejected I am unfortunately in the position 

w 1 ? f t “ R P t  '} 0,'tlrely ,,or do 1 °PP°se >t entirely, 
ctrefullv a $ 7 f t  T- W° Uld askyou to consider the oues.ion 
thl p, t h C° me ? deC1810n as t0 the redress of the Khilafat and tne Punjab wrongs and the establishment of real Swaraj.
s u n u o f t  f t  ' a said ‘ hat the Farsi community fully

n u t  the V 68 IOf%  Jt Was Dadabhai Naoroji who had first
S T S  p i  be\ - ^  aLCa,0Utta' aDd U waa *mP°88*bleM r /  s  ,  • • kiS-j h ^  1,1 thls 8tmgglo for Swaraj, 
supporting t h e T f t  r .aldu’ .tbe great Bengalee Poetess, in further
we dream to d^v w ° \ 8hld : “ Cf t en8 of India of which
heard represent v s f t f t f t  "’S 8ba aohleve to-morrow, you have 
have heard the Mn. l  t Vr jr0afc ,rel,g,ons of lndia t»-day. You 
the men and h ’ H" f t  “ nd tho Sikb' You havo heard 
any religion, any pro'vhlft 8p6a C \ speak not as representing 
seem, in all humility T rI / T  ^  f t 83'1 bUt arrogant as it might 
(Hoar, bear). 7 f t  aS tb° Spirit ° f Free India
this great resolution which has iUP , 7  f t er my euPP°rt to 
manner of resolutio.m of f t  b P 8Ced b0f°r° y0U’ not in the 
the platform of the NatioLl P experience, of resolutions from
out to you with the voice of f t m n h f t ?  " f t  h™ 1,0611 thnridered 
vistou and of hope. (Cheers) f t  f t  f t  m0untain top of 
merits or authorities. I f t  onlv fn "°- f t  Wb° Carea for Govern- 
not one who panders to I !  f t  prl? clp,es and Meals. I am 
only the wisdom of the e v e r ' l f t 08' t  1 acknow]edge and follow 
before you to speak, it is b e o f t  T 6 a f t * 1, Therefore, if I stand 
tbo very innermost secret “  th® V01cfl of your own heart,
your own aspirations, y0Ur own h‘ " S V° ’°0 ° f y0Ur ° 'vn c o g e n c e ,. your own hopes, your own certainty.

Wlinf  ̂ ^ Chflllcnffc
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\\\'oC”J> rn©yt powerful Government on earth to trample on tbejnsalt 
XyymPtptil'of a living nation. What does it affirm? It affirms; in 

x ™ie^words of Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar Tilalc, that “  Liberty is our 
Birthright,”  and we shall have Liberty to-day. Wbat is the 
challenge thrown to the Government ? It says, as Mahatma Gandhi 
so wonderfully puts it, that the door is open. March with us to that 
destined goal that we see before us to-day, when you and your 
children, 0  Rulers of Britain, might eclipse side by side with us in 
friendship and comradeship ! But unless you realise that it is not 
by the might of the sword but by the invincible, slender, fragile, 
silken cord of Love that nations can be bound together, you have 
no place in our midst.

And what is the answer to repression ? The answer is that 
those dozens of delicately nurtured women who having sent their 
sons, husbands, and fathers to prison, have come to-day to take 
their place to carry on the torches, in the words of Deshbandhu 
Chitta Ranjan Das to the pilgrims on the road, and to build up the 
edifice of your freedom with their corpse if death be necessary. 
As soon might you tell the Sun not to rise at dawn as to say to 
India, “ don’ t move towards your destined freedom ” — as soon might 
you say to the Ganges, *' cease to flow ” — as to say to the sacred 
spirit of Indian womanhood, " don’ t flow towards the sea of 
*’ Liberty,”  You might as well say to the Earth, ‘cease to flower in 
spring,” and to the Star3 in the sky at midnight, “  don’ t shine,” S3 
to say to the young ones amongst us, ‘ don’ t ioin the Volunteer 
Corps.” Do I not know what the younger generation can endure, 
what it can achieve ? During those dreadful few days in Bombay 
whon it seemed that the whole of our work was to be cast in ruins—  
who w'as it that saved the situation? Who? Not only the fast of 
the Saint within his cell but the endurance, the courage, the sacrifice, 
of my young Volunteers— who stood, night and day, fearlessly,' 
blood-shed around them, death about them, disaster around'them, but 
true to their post, the symbol of the Indian Victory. Therefore, I 
do not shaie the fear of Shroe Shankaracharya nor of any one else 
who thiuks that India will ■ ivo her divided support to this proposi
tion. There is no division in India to-day, no caste, no tradition of 
caste.— No tyranny of casto can keep tbo untouchables from being 
the comrade and the equals of the twice-born Brahmin in their 
march to Freedom, (hear, hear). Therefore, in the name of the 
youngmon of Iudia, the young women of India, the old meh. and the 
old women of Iudia, the oldest men and oldest women of Iudia, I 
pledge the lives, the souls and all of every Indian to this great cause 
and say : “  In this great land may there be peace becahse we win 
only through peace. (Continued applause.)”
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* 7 %  ^*awja Abdul Rahaman Ghazi and an Aktlo^illi 
furtller suPP°rt0d tbs resolution, it was put tb J J e - i  

pt^Pti'ttf and was passed with acclamation, there being only ten 
dissentients of which one was doubtful.

Changes in the Constitution 
Mr. V. J, Patel then read, on behalf of the President, the 

following minor changes in the working of the constitution. They 
were carried unanimously.

In Article 4, instead of the age of 21 read the age of 18. At 
the end of Article 7, add 1 provided that no person shall become a 
member of two parallel Congress organizations.”

At the end of Article 8, add “ Members of the All-India 
Congress Committee shall become ex-officio delegates to the Congress, 
the I rovincial Congress Committees deducting the number of the 
elected and the ex-officio members of the All India Congress 
Committee in their province from the number of the delegates they 
are entitled to return.”

In Clause 5 of Article 8, remove the brackets after "  single 
transferable vote ”  and add “  or by any other mothod.”
n] i •'"fClu'1"IQ ? 10 alter "  past, proaonfc of the Congress n

1 u they 6jgn tho Congress Creed and aro members of any 
Uongrusa Association.” In the same clause after “ shall”  add 

i a 'Jj , 1 resident,” In Article 25 after “ the General Secretaries” 
add and 2 Treasurers.”

Other Resolutions
^ mong .*;1’6 other resolutions put from the Chair was one 

!nr*nnih«nf a *̂nor changes in the constitution so as to make it 
• „ ilin All °fQ ?.x'^ rasidei'ts to sign the Congress Creed and treat-
f the r  mm-™ 14 ^on8roES Committee Members ex-officio delegates of the Congress as under the old constitution.

W ? "  alsoun™ f esolutlou whi°h was put to the vote from the chair 
■< Thi3 c ° Ua y oarried' ^  reads as follows 

Sriiut C. Uai-.?.n,f,n<nSuIe".aPpoin,s Pacci;t Motilal Nehru, Doctor Ansari and
year l m  a ^ a f  pandir u  S® ,G« eral 8eoretaiie« «* this Congress for the 
in jail, appoints sit V hllM?*- t and Mr‘ C‘ Rajagopalachari are now
them, the torrm-r t, "h ' “ha'hhai j .  Patel and Dr. Knian respectively to act for 

“ This r  “ ™e ork,DE Secretary.
treasurers of therr!,BT,Ie' app?I.nts Jamanlal Bajaj and Seth Chotani as the u ers of the Congress, the former to be the Working Treasurer.”

e following further Resolutions were moved from the .Chair.
„ T, . Congratulation to the Sikhs

the great o-eaniser f̂ 5®?^^ congratulates Bhreeman Batva Gnrndit. Sinphji, 
“ lt S  I  n Q“ ru Nar'“k atcamer, who willingly surrendered him! i c ytart IruitlcsB starch by the Government, as a sacrifice for the



2l]  OTHER RESOLUTIONS I
I I ( anel ialso congratulates other Sikh leaders who have preferred i^jV^oB-
\• A m ^ :o /th e  restriction of their religious rights, and congratulates j

on their non-violent spirit at the time of the Bawaji's arrelt-^ntl 
^^^t^S^r^occasions in spite of great provocation by the Police and the Military t

An Appeal
“ This Congress appeals to all those who do not believe in full non-co- 

operation or in the principle of non-co-operation, but who consider it essential 
for the sake of national self-respect to demand and insist upon the redress of the 
Khjlafat and the Punjab wrongs and for the sake of full national self-expression, 
to insist upon the immediate establishment of Swaraj, to render full assistance 
to the nation in the promotion of unity between different religious communities, 
to popularise carding, hand-spinning and hand-weaving from its economical 
aspect and as a cottage industry necessary in order to supplement the resources 
of millions of agriculturists who are living on the brink of starvation, and to 
that end preach and praise the use of hand-spun and had-woven garments, to help 
the cause of total prohibition, and if Hindus, to bring about the removal of un- 
touchability and to help the improvement of the condition of the submerged classes.

The Moplah disturbance
“  This Congress expresses its firm conviction that the Moplah disturbance 

was not due. to the Non-co-optration or the Khilafat movement, especially as 
the N-C-0 and the Khilafat preachers were denied access to the affected parts 
by the District Authorities for six months before the disturbance, but is due to 
causes wholly unconnected with the two movements and that the outbreak would 
not have occurred had the message of non-violence been allowed to reach them. 
Nevertheless this Congress depletes the ftCtfi done by W&y dt forcible Conversions 
and destruction of life aud property ami is of opinion ti nt the prolongation of 
the disturbance in Malabar could have been prevented hv the Government of 
Madras accepting the preferred assistance of Maulana Yakub Hassan and other 
non-co-operators and allowing Mahatma Gandhi to proceed to Malabar, and is 
further of opinion that the treatment of Moplah prisoners as evidenced by the 
asphyxiation incident was an act of inhumanity unheard of in modern times 
and unwoithy of a Government that calls itself civilised.

Turks Congratulated
“ This Congress congratulates Ghazi Mustafa Keraal Pasha and the Turks 

upon their successes and assures ■ ne Turkish nation of India's sympathy and 
support in its struggle to retain its status arid i^depenpeuce.

A Condemnation
“This Congress deplores the occurrences that took place in Bombay on the 

17th November last and after, and assures all parties and communities that it 
has been and is the desire and determination of the Congress to guard their 
rights to the fulled nt.”

The Independence Resolution
The President next announced that Moulana Hasrat Mohani 

would move a resolution pressing for tho chango of the Creed of the 
Congress.

Mouluna Hasrat Mohani in proposing his resolution on 
complete Independence made a lorg and impassioned' speech in 
Urdu. He said, although they had been promised Swaraj last year, 
the redress of the Khilafat and the Punjab wrongs within a year, they



\ V ^ S ^ t0the Pr°8ramme- If remaining within the British 
X^OTTfw/British Commonwealth they could not have freedom, he felt 

tlraf, if necessary, they should not hesitate to go out of it. In the 
words of Lok. Tilak “ liberty was their birth-right,” and any Govern
ment which denied this elementary right of freedom of speech and 
lreedom of action did not deserve allegiance from the people. Home- 

u e on Dominion lines or Colonial Self-Government could not be a 
substitute to them for their in-horn liberty. A Government which 
could clap into .jail such distinguished leaders of the people as Mr.

n a Kanjan Das, Pandit Matilal Nehru, Lala Lajpat Rai and 
°, erf’ 0ad forfeited all claim to respect from the people, And since 

theyear did not bring them Swaraj nothing should 
p vent them from taking the only course left open to them now,

, °: Wlnning their freedom free from all foreign control. The 
resolution reads as follows :—
or cfimnf °hject ot the Indian National Congress is the attainment of Swaraj
Ind^tA i?.‘ndependenC,e free from aU ‘ore'gn control by the People of inci.a al* legitimate and peaceful means.”
resoluT' Venkataram of the Bombay Chronicle in seconding the 
tinn t i.'°,ni sa‘.d : I stan(f before you to-day and second the Resolu
t e  RcsolK 06-en m° V6d by Maulana Hasrat Mohani. I know that 
from me a H°T i* <fu**'0 ®3cplicit and it does not require many words 
hope that v dH. not want t° iriflict a speech at this stage, I only 
-iiH hna-t;i°U "* appreciate the need for explicitness and frankness 

g wa v  y°te for this Resolution.
tion saidHmt “ mar.nath (a Bengali Sanyasi) in supporting the resolu- 
of completeurn m'g could satisfy the people at such a time short 
ernment which h.!^'36? 06' ,It: WaS imP°s6ible to bo under a Gov- 
rostricting the actio?» r ro Sdch ?  wholesale repressive policy 
such great patriots Ihb.ortl0a ol Jhe P0OPle and sending to jail
grant of the Dr ' ba a Lajpat Rai, Mr. C. R. Das and others. The
for complete indopendcnce^0"30 Kule C° U'd ” ° appease their bunger

said: All Ab b .ha" of U - P - in supporting the resolution
a position to ,',ant 18 t0 k00P K as an ideal If we are not in 
will allow to L v i  I ?6 ° Ur ,.r'deP0Dd0nce at thi moment, at least you 
say we would dn as au ldeai and f it in no time. I should 
time With ii 0  °(Ur °Ve best to a0*1’1-4’6 it at the shortest possible 

Mr U }  a ° W words 1 5UPP0rt resolution.
that even the lowest a",nr,̂ 1 Af“dhra bl suPP°rt!ng the resolution said 
C ere nre 1 anlmdl °f creation wantea freedom. Wherever

wrong lor the Indians to aim to be free and not to be aoytbiug

■ Go% \
\ }LLlAN NATIONAL CONGRESS [A H ii^ B f*

\ \ 7  *far achieved nothing of the sort. Therefore it w a ^ ^ it e



’  9raa -• J j  ®rit:'s  ̂ Government in the Proclamation ofV^^esen. 
declared tbafc their only mission was to help India, 

X ^ h ^ p B  English had come, as they declare, simply to help us to be 
indepenaent, and as such what harm is there to declare and to sav 
tbat our aim is to be free— separate from the British Empire ?

Mahatma Gandhi’s Speech in Opposition.
Mahatma Gandhi in opposing the resolution said (after having 

addressed the delegates in Hindi): Friends, 1 have said only a few 
words in Hindi in connection with the proposition of Mr 
Mo ham. All I want to say to you in English is that the levitv 
with which that proposition has been taken by some of you has 
grieved me. It ha; grieved me bocause it shows lack of respon
sibility. As responsible men and women we should go back to the 
days of Nagpur and Calcutta and we should remember what we did 
only an hour ago. An hour ago we passed a resolution which 
actually contemplates a final settlement of the Khilafat and the 
, unj ah wrongs and transference of the power from the hands of the 
bureaucracy iuto the hands of the people by certain definite means, 
Aro  ̂ you going to rub the whole of that position from your mind hv 
raising a false issue and by throwing a bomb-shell in the midst of the 
ndian atmosphere 1 I hope that those of you who have voted fr> 

tne previous resolution will think fifty times before taking ;** 
resolution and voting for it. We shall be charged by the think; ! 
portion of the world that we do not know really where we > »  r , 
us understand too our limitations. Let Hindus and M n.’ i *° 
have absolute, indissoluble unity. Who is here who can sav a. m^"s 
with confidence: "Yes, Hindu-Muslim Unity has b L o l  y 
dissoluble factor of Indian Nationalism?”  Who is here f  
_oll me that the Parsis and the Sikhs and the Christian = „ i° il"' 
ews and the untouchables about whom you heard this .,f>PT.n 

who will tell me that those very people will not rise J S ?  
sue 1 idea, ? Ihink therefore fifty times before you take a st«n 
which will redound not to your credit, not to your advnni-ir i V 
wh,eh may cause you irreparable injury. L e ^ s  first oUllgathe 
up our strength ; let us first of all sound our own deDth« f ,„f. „ 
not go into waters whose depths wo do not know, and fki-' n -S l

l  ask you in all confidence to reject that proposition, if vou hn];f1vrt
m the proposition that you passed only an hour ago. Thn nmnne!
tion now before yon rubs off the whole of the effect of thn nr' re
turn that you passed only a moment ago. Are creeds such simple 
things like clothes which a man can change at will? For crnnrla 
people die, and for creeds people live from age to ago, i r# " ... 
going to change the creed which with all deliberation, aIKj a{tor

TEB D E P E N D E N C E  RESOLUTION (  ® 9



® INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS [AHMBt/gapjr 
ite in Na'gpur, you accepted? .There was no limitatrcwjpi ■ 
hen you accepted that ‘creed. It is an extensive crW l^ -^  
n all, the weakest and the strongest, and you will deny 
yourselves the privilege of clothing the weakest amongst yourselves 
with protection if you accept this limited creed of Maulana Hasrat 
Mohani which does not admit the weakest of your brethren. I 

therefore ask you in all confidence to reject his proposition.
Maulana Mohani’s Reply.

Moulana Hasrat Mohani in replying to the debate said 
that what he wanted to say was that they should keep indepen
dence before themsolves as their idea. Ho did not mean to say 
that if anything less wore given, they should reject it. One year 
had gone by and their wrongs were not yet redressed, and what 
guarantee was there that they would over have the power to do so 1 
He wanted the Congress to have the ideal of complete indepen
dence. Lok. Tilak had said that “ Swaraj was their birth-right” , 
and he did not see any harm in putting down complete indepen
dence as their ideal.

The President in putting the resolution to vote said it was 
contended that Swaraj which was their ideal had two meanings 
and Maulana Hasrat Mohani wanted Swaraj to mean complete 
independence. The resolution was put to vote and was found lost 
by a majority, a substantial minority having voted for it.

The Session Closed.
• n J'8 llrns*le  ̂the resolutions before the Congress. The Presiden t 

said he wanted to congratulate the Congress on passing the resolution 
moved by Mahatma Gandhi. They must understand that in passing 
, resolution they had shouldered a very great responsibility and ho 
k°p , tlloy would not be found wanting in their uay of trial. He 
tb..n ■.ei the Reception Committee and volunteers for all they had 
one o make the Congress the great success it was.

Thanks to the President.
X' 1 ijayaraghavachariar then moved a vote of thank8 

0 ,, ’’ j. ‘ ®slQ9nt who, he said, had managed the business so very 
,j. . raR’ he added, was the greatest believer in the Hindu-

, us,lm. Uri!ty- ^wam' Shradhanandji said he had been working with 
t e a umji for the last three years in Delhi and they should consider 

emse ves fortunate in having such a gentleman as their President.
. ey noth loved each other as dear brothers. The resolution 
was passed.

A vofc6 of thanks was then proposed to the Reception Com- 
mittoe and was passer], After a very inspiring song by a choir of 
Jadies, the 1 resident declared the session closed.
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Presidential Address *■ ^ J

Delivered by

Moulana Hasrat Mohani
At the fourteenth Session of the

A L L  IN D IA  M U S L IM  L E A G U E
a h m e d a b a d , 3orn De c e m b e r  m i

Tho Fourteenth Annual Session of the All-India Muslim League 
opened at Ahmedabad on December 30th, 1921 under the Presidency 
of Moulana Hasrat Mohani under a specially erected panda]. T h e  
attendance was large. Among those present were Mahatma Gandhi,
Mr. Vijiaraghavachariar, Mr. Patel, Hakim Ajmal Khan, Mr. Raja 
Ali, Dr, Ansari and others. Mr. Abbas Tayabji, Chairman of the 
Reception Committee, in welcoming tho delegates traced the history 
of the Muslim League and concluded that, after the great help of the 
Hindus on the Khilafat question and after finding that the League 
and the Congress had the same objects in view, he thought that the 
League should cease to be a separate and distinct body and that it 
should merge itself into the Congress,

The President, Moulana Hasrat Mohani then delivered his 
address. It was from beginning to end a plea for a declaration 
on tho first January 1922, of an Indian Republic called “ the United 
States of India.” He said t—

Gentlemen, while thanking you for electing me to preside 
over this session of the All-India Moslem League, I wish to say in 
all sincerity that the importance of this session of the League in 
which the fate of Hindustan is to be decided required the choice 
cd a person abler than myself, such as Maulana Mahomed Ali Dr 
Kitchlew or Moulana Abul Kalam Azad, to preside over its 'deli
berations. But unfortunately the Govt, has forcibly taken away tho 
first two gentlemen from amongst us while Moulana Azad expressed 
his inability to accept the responsibility. Consequently, as the proverb 
8068, if you dost not accept it willingly it will be forced on thee " 
this great duty was placed on my shoulder. I will try to discharge it 
to the best of my ability, but suocess is in the hand of God.

The present condition of the League appears to be very weak 
indeed ; but this does not in the least derogate from its real import 
ance, for, it was the All-Iudia Muslim League which actually realised 
tho first and the most essential condition of Indian indepondonce,

26
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I f  j P  Hibdu-Muslim unity. And now that it has been aohie*Ct|a 
Vv\ ISJttyi .League to maintain it also. Besides it is on the platfojnu of 

the League that all sections of political opinion amongst the Musal- 
extremists or moderates, have so far been and in future will 

probably be brought together.
Before going into the causos of the weakness of the League it will 

be better to enumerate its aims and objects. Those are.—(l)  The 
attainment of Swaraj by the people of India by all peaceful and legiti
mate means ; (2) to protect and advance the political, roligious and 
othei rights and interest of the Indian Musalmans ; (3) to promote 
friendship and union between the Musalmans and other communities 
ot India; (4) to maintain and strengthen the brotherly relations 
between the Mussalmans of India and those of other countries.

India’s Ideal
The first of these is also known to bo the creed of the Congress, 

therefore, so loDg as the word Swaraj is not defined in consonance 
with the Muslim desire and the means for its attainment aro not 
amplified, it is only natural that the Muslim interests in the League 
should be meagre. The third object, which is Hindu-Muslim unity, 
is the common object both of the League and the Congress. The 
fourth object, the unity of the Muslim World, which, along with
nn'Tvq'?i!tlT LCOnneCtPd wifcb tho KhilafaL has been specially taken 

t.b® .^bilafat Committee. There remains only the second
m a n s  ’ A  th e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  sp e c ia l  in t e r e s t  o f  th e  M u s a l -
o b i e c t  that  . t 8’ 60- loDg aa a  m u c b  greal:e r  a n d  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t
p e o p le  s h o u l d a t t a u i mo i l t  o f  S w a r a j ,  s t i l l  r e m a i n s  u n a c h i e v e d ,  

e n e m y  th an  W v  T "  t h e ’ r  ,U n i te d  e f f o r t s  aKaillafc c o m m o n  

to when time c0ffitT o rit!r ^  inter66tS' They wiU be attellded 
th e  M u s l im '1 inline,jpg liT®re n o t  s u f f i c ie n t  in  t h e m s e lv e s  t o  d e c r e a s e  

u n f o r t u n a t e l y  so  fram ed  M, f i.®a g u e ’ !.ts  r u le s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  w e r o  
a  r a p id  p ace  m n J d  1 b a t  w h , l e  Pu b l l c  o p i n i o n  has d e v e l o p e d  a t  
f r o m  th e ir  first P08i t i “ 8 m b ? r8 o f  t b e  L e “ g u e  h a v e  n o t  m o v e d  a n  in c h

more than an old calond'arA8|L•r6SU t’ the League remain8 nothing
of the weakness of tt.t r U '* VeryJnecessary to remove the cause 
for, in proDortinn h° b,oague aud t0 remove them immediately ; 
^ a ra jPt r  n ^ a:rtl,eaPr ° aCh n6.?,T  and “ ea™  ‘ he goal of 
of special Muslim rights wifi I f 8 • b® T ™ ’ becan8e the questions 
India is free Our first ’ Jl »»se again with greater importance when
for the membership of ffie L e t  ber6fir l ’ Sh° uld b° ':° reduce the feewill choose their TO. r 7® feuo and tbus ’ ncrease its members who 
ber9of th6 Courtl f f t e'p  V0S ° n, tbe,LeagU0 ^ery year. The mem- 
should be chosen n« fi, rovlncial and the All-lndia Muslim Leagues 

i is the case with the Congress, every year.

1



THE PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS |
 ̂ JjjjL J  '  j Plea for a Change vSl^

■ / t h e  m o s t  p r e s s in g  n e c e s s i t y  o f  all  is a c h a n g e  in  th ek & reA—A
o b j e c t o r  t h e  L e a g u e  t o  s u i t  t h e  c h a n g e d  M u s l i m  c o n d i t i o n .  E v e r y  
o n e  o f  u s  k n o w s  t h a t  t h e  w o r d  S w a r a j  h a s  b e e n  d e f i n i t e l y  l e f t  v a g u e  
a n d  u n d e f i n e d .  T h e  c r e e d  o f  t h e  C o n g r e s s ,  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  i t ,  h a s  
b e e n  t h a t  i f  t h e  K h i l a f a t  a n d  t h e  P u n j a b  w r o n g s  a r e  s e t t l e d  o n  t h e  
l in e s  o f  o u r  d e m a n d s  t h e n  S w a r a j  w i t h i n  th e  b r i t i s b  E m p i r e  w i l l  b e  
c o n s i d e r e d  su f f ic ien t .  O t h e r w i s e  e f f o r t s  w il l  b e  d i r e c t e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  
a t t a i n m e n t  o f  c o m p l e t e  i n d e p e n d e n c e .  B u t ,  g e n t l e m e n ,  f r o m  t h e  
M u s l i m  p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  i t  is n o t  e n o u g h  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  s t a n d  f o r  
c o m p l e t e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  a lo n e .  I t  is n e c e s s a r y  t o  d e c i d e  u p o n  t h e  
f o r m  t h a t  i t  s h o u ld  t a k e ,  a n d ,  in  m y  o p i n i o n ,  i t  c a n  o n l y  b e  a n  I n d i a n  
R e p u b l i c  o n  t h e  l in e s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  A m e r i c a .  B e s i d e s  
th is ,  t h e  t e r m  “  p e a c e f u l  ”  w h i c h  d e f in e s  a n d  r e s t r i c t s  t h e  s c o p e  o f  
th e  l e g i t i m a t e  m e a n s  f o r  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  S w a r a j  in  t h e  C o n g r e s s  
c r e e d  is o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  n a tu r a l  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  
M u s a lm a n s  : t h e r e fo r e ,  in  t h e  c r e e d  o f  t h e  L e a g u e ,  th e  w o r d s  p o s s ib .e  
a n d  “ p r o p e r ”  s h o u l d  b e  s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  t h e  w o r d s  l e g i t i m a t e  a n d  
p e a c e f u l . ”  I w i l l  e x p l a i n  t h e  m a t t e r  in  d e t a i l .  I  he  M u s s u lm a n s  
s h o u l d  u n d e r s t a n d  i t  c l e a r ly  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  d e r i v e  a  t w o  f o l d  a d v a n -  
ta g s  f r o m  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  an  I n d i a n  .R e p u b l i c .  F i r s t l y ,  t h e  
g e n e r a l  b e n e f i t  w h i c h  t h e y  w i l l  u n d o u b t e d l y  sh are  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e i r  
I n d i a n  b r e t h r e n  as c i t i z e n s  o f  a  c o m m o n  S t a t e  ; s e c o n d l y ,  t h e  s p e c ia l  
a d v a n t a g e  w h i c h  t h e  M u s s a lm a n s  w i l l  d e r i v e  f r o m  i t  i s  t h a t  w i t h  
e v e r y  d e c l i n e  in  t h e  p r e s t ig e  a n d  p o w e r  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  E m p i r e  w h i c h  
t o - d a y  is  th e  w o r s t  e n e m y  o f  t h e  M u s l i m  c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e  M u s l i m  w o r l d  
w i l l  g o t  b r e a t h i n g  t im e  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  i m p i o v e  i t s  c o n d i t i o n s ,

Hindu-Muslim Unity
G e n t l e m e n ,  in  s p i t e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  H i n d u - M u s l i m  u n i t y  t h e r e  

s t i l l  e x i s t s  m a n y  s e r i o u s  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  a n d  s u s p i c i o n  betw*een 
th e s e  t w o  g r e a t  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  H i n d u s t a n ,  a n d  i t  i s  o f  p r i m a r y  
i m p o r t a n c e  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  g r a sp  t h e  t r u e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e s e  m i s u n d e r 
s t a n d i n g s .  T h e  H i n d u s  h a v e  a lu r k in g  s u s p i c i o n  t h a t  g i v e n  a n  
o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  M a h o m e d a n  i n v a s i o n  o f  I n d i a  th e  M u s s a l m a n s  w i l l  a t  
l e a s t  h e lp  t h e i r  c o - r e l i g i o n i s t s  in  c a se  t h o y  i n v a d e d  t o  p l u n d e r  a n d  
d e v a s t a t e  H i n d u s t a n  ; a n d  th e s e  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  ar e  so  d e e p -  
r o o t e d  a n d  w i d e s p r e a d  t h a t  so  fa r  as m y  k n o w l e d g e  g o e s  n o  I n d i a n  
s t a t e s m a n  ha s  e s c a p e d  i t  e x c e p t  th e  la te  L o k m a n y a  T i l a k . O n  t h e  
o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  M u s s a lm a n s  s u s p e c t  t h a t  o n  t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  
s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  t h e  H i n d u s  w i l l  a c q u i r e  g r e a t e r  p o l i t i c a l  p o w o r s  a n d  
w i l l  use  t h e i r  n u m e r i c a l  s u p e r i o r i t y  t o  c r u s h  t h o  M u s s a l m a n s .  
G e n t l e m e n ,  i t  is  q u i t e  c l o a r  t h a t  th e s e  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  c a n  o n l y  
b e  w o n  o v e r  b y  c o m p r o m i s e ,  d i s c u s s i o n  a n d  m u t u a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  
a n d  t h a t  a  t h i r d  p a r ty  s h o u ld  n o t  c o m e  b e t w e e n  t h e m .  T h e  g e n e r a l i t y
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l *  y  c ^ M u s s h l m a n s  w i t h  a  f e w  e x c e p t i o n s  are  a f r a i d  o f  t h e  n u m S t ' l l  

\  ,* «T « rK m ;y  ° t  tho  H i n d u s  a n d  ar e  a b s o l u t e l y  o p p o s e d  to  an o r c T f r i f l ^  
x ^ f g S m / a . e h e m a  as a s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  c o m p l e t e  i n d e p e n d e n c e .  T h e  

p rn B a r y  reason  fo r  th is  is  t h a t  in  a m e r e l y  r e f o r m e d ,  as c o n t r a s t e d  
v. i t n  an i n d e p e n d e n t  G o v e r n m e n t ,  t h e y  w i l l  b e  u n d e r  a  d o u b l e  

F i r s t ’ s  subj e c t i o n  t o  th e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  w h i c h  
J  * « » « “  t0 H i n d u s  a n d  M u s s a lm a n s  ; s e c o n d ly ,  a  s u b j e c t i o n  

f i i n d u  m a jo r i t y  w h i c h  t h e y  w i l l  h a v e  t o  fa ce  in  e v e r y  d o p a r t -  
m o n t  ot  the  G o v e r n m e n t .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  i f  t h e  d a n g o r  o f  th e  

?  “  p o w e r  is r e m o v e d  t h e  M u s s a lm a n s  w i l l  o n l y  h a v e  th e  H i n d u  
m y o n  y to  fear  a n d  f o r t u n a t e l y  th is  f e a r  is  s u c h  as w i l l  b e  a u t o m a t i -  

. r0, ? o v o d  w it h  t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  R e p u b l i c  ; for ,  
i o n e  the M u ssa lm a n s  as a w h o le  a r e  in  a m i n o r i t y  in  I n d ia ,  y e t  

u re  has p r o v i d e d  a c o m p e n s a t i o n  ; t h e  M u s s a lm a n s  are  n o t  in  a 
m i n o r i t y  in all t h e  p r o v in c e s .  In  s o m e  p r o v i n c e s  s u c h  as K a s h m e r e ,  

he r u n j a b ,  S i n d ,  B e n g a l  a n d  A s s a m  (? )  th e  M u s s a lm a n s  ar e  m o r e  
n u m e r o u s  th a n ,  t h e  H i n d u s .  In t h e  ‘ U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  I n d i a 1 th e  
r ‘ “ C,u “ M o n t y  in  M a d ra s ,  B o m b a y ,  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  P r o v i n c e s  w i l l  
«  ,  ’ !  i l l o w e i  . t0 , o v e r s t e p  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  m o d e r a t i o n  a g a in s t  t h e  
‘  „ ’ an.5- S im i la r ly ,  s o  l o n g  as a  c o m p l e t e l y  l i b e r a t e d  I n d i a  d o e s  i
th e  H i ' i ' l  Ul t b °  b a n d s  ° t  t b e  H i n d u s  a n d  M u s s a lm a n s  th e m s e lv e s ,  
i n v a - i u n w ' "  b ,® a lw a y s  s u s Pi c i o u s  th a t  in  ease  o f  a f o r e i g n  
o n  HiR : .l w il l  a id  t h e i r  c o - r e l i g i o n i s t  in v a d e r s .  B u t ,
in  c o m m o n  abu ’ b m ? n t  ° ! t b e  I n d i a n  R e p u b l i c  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  s h a r e d  
M u s l im  for • U38an, ana Wl11 I10t d e s i r e  t h a t  t h e  p o w e r  o f  e v e n  a 
I  h a ve  j u s t °  f / ’ r  1Bh° uld  b6  e s t a b b s b e d  o v e r  his  c o u n t r y .  G e n t l e m e n "  
c o m p r o m i s e  -a  n ®.Ce,aeary c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h o  H i n d u - M u s l i m
a l l o w e d  to  stend  i n ^ V h 0 t h ’ r d  Pi r t y ’ t h e  E n g l i s b > s h o u ld  n o t  be  
i n t o  d is o r d e r .  b 0 t w e 0 n  u s .  O t h e r w i s e  all  o u r  a f fa irs  w i l l  fa l l

j ,  . T h e  M o p la h  incident

incident, ‘"you ^ rT m J 8 n®'0' 0 y0Uu 'n r^® sbape of the MoPlah 
and direct complaint ^  ^   ̂ lndu Ejdia bas an open
against all of U8 th^t f h e Mnflhi P ^  *2* indireCt C0“ Plaillfc 
innocent Hindu noithK Moplahr aro Pandering and spoiling their 
the Moplabs justify t w  ! : But ,probab,y you are not aware that 
juncture, when thev !0n,0.n tbo Sround, that at such a critical
neighbours not or fy 1  I T War agaif 8t tho E^ liab> their 
aid and assist rhft w5 i . D.ot helP them and observe neutrality but
. l “ d « y .  IV .cn  L b .
their r e l ig ion  an d  h 7  V t, f ‘6 b t l n g a  d e f e n s iv e  w a r  f o r  t h e  sa k e  of 
a n d  ta k e n  r e f u s e  j h e ’ r  h0 " 368’ Property a n d  belongings
: ■ d e r  t h e . r  c o n  “ n d  J u !,g le s - i l  is u u f a >r t o  c h a r a c t e r i s e  as
p l u n d e r  t h e ir  c o m m a n d e e r i n g  o f  th e  m o n e y ,  p r o v i s i o n  a n d  o t h e r
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( l  L e t B i t i e #  f o r  t h e i r  t r o o p s ,  f r o m  t h e  E n g l i s h  a n d  t h e i r  s u p p o r t e r s .  
V 4 | e ] l S f m | W  b o t h  a r e  r i g h t  in  t h o i r  c o m p l a i n ,  b u t  s o  f a r  a t U s t j  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  g o e s  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h is  m u t u a l  r e c r i m i n a t i o n  c a n  b e  
t r a c e d t o  t h e  i n t e r f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y .  I t  h a p p e n s  t h u s  : 
w h e n e v e r  a n y  E n g l i s h  d e t a c h m e n t  s u d d e n l y  a p p e a r  in  t h e i r  l o c a l i t y  
a n d  k i l l  t h e  M o p l a h  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  p la c e ,  r u m o u r  s o m e h o w  
s p r e a d s  in  t h e  n e i g h b o u r h o o d  t h a t  t h e  H i n d u  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  
p l a c e  h a d  i n v i t e d  t h e  E n g l i s h  A r m y  f o r  t h e i r  p r o t e c t i o n ,  w i t h  t h e  
r o s u l t  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  t r o o p s  M o p l a h s  o r  t h e i r  
n e i g h b o u r s  d o  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  r e t a l ia t e  a n d  c o n s i d e r  t h e  m o n e y  a n d  
o t h e r  b e l o n g i n g s  o f  t h e  H i n d u s  as l a w f u l  s p o i l s  o f  w a r  t a k e n  f r o m  
t h o s e  w h o  h a v o  a i d o d  a n d  a b e t t e d  t h e  e n e m y .  W h e r e  n o  s u c h  
o v e n t s  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  t h e  M o p l a h s  a n d  t h e  H i n d u s  o v e n  n o w  l i v e  
s id o  b y  s i d e  ; t h e  M o p l a h s  d o  n o t  c o m m i t  a n y  e x c e s s e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  
H i n d u s ,  w h i l e  t h e  H i n d u s  d o  n o t  h e s i t a t e  in  h e l p i n g  t h e  M o p l a h s  t o  
t h e  b e s t  o f  t h e i r  a b i l i t y .

The Two Means To Win Swaraj.
I h a v e  w a n d e r e d  f r o m  m y  p u r p o s e .  I m e a n t  t o  e m p h a s i s e  t h a t  

in  t h e  f i r s t  c l a u s e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  a im s  a n d  o b j e c t s  o f  t h e  L e a g u e  
t h e  w o r d  S w a r a j  s h o u l d  b e  d e f i n e d  as c o m p l e t e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  in  t h e  
c a u s e  o f  an  I n d i a n  R e p u b l i c .  O t h e r w i s e ,  t h e r e  is  a d a n g e r  t h a t  i n  t h e  
p r e s e n c e  o f  a  t h i r d  p a r t y  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  E m p i r e  
i n s t e a d  o f  b e i n g  b e n e f i c i a l  m i g h t  a c t u a l ly  p r o v e  i n j u r i o u s .  T h e  
s e c o n d  a m e n d m e n t  n e c e s s a r y  is  t h a t  t h e  m e t h o d s  f o r  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  
o f  S w a r a j  s h o u ld  b e  a m p l i f i e d .  In  p la c e  o f  o n l y  ' l p e a c e f u l  a n d  
l e g i t i m a t e  m e a n s , ’ ’  “  p o s s i b l e  a n d  p r o p e r  ’ o n e s  s h o u l d  b e  s u b s t i t u t e d .  
T h u s ,  o n  t h o  o n e  h a n d ,  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  j o i n i n g  t h e  L e a g u e  w i l l  b e  
g i v e n  t o  t h o s e  w h o  d o  n o t  h o n e s t l y  b e l i e v e  in  n o n - c o - o p e r a t i o n  a l o n e  
as t h e  so le  p a t h  o f  s a lv a t i o n ,  a n d  r e c o g n i s i n g  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  o t h e r  
m e t h o d s  a d o p t  t h e m .  A l s o ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  a m e n d m e n t  
w i l l  r e m o v o  t h o  c o m p l a i n t  o f  t h o s e  w h o  b e l i e v o  t h a t  n o n - c o  o p e r a t i o n  
c a n ,  u n d e r  n o  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  r e m a i n  p e a c e f u l  t o  t h e  l a s t  a n d ,  w h i l e  
s u b s c r i b i n g  t o  t h o  c r e e d  o f  t h e  C o n g r e s s  a n d  t h e  f i r s t  c l a u s e  o f  t h e  
s o c t i o n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  t h o  L e a g u e  as  a  m a t t e r  o f  p o l i c y  
a n d  e x p e d i e n c y ,  r e f u s e  t o  a d m i t  i t  as  a  f a i t h  f o r  a l l  t i m e s  a n d  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o r  t o  r e m a i n  n o n - v i o l e n t  o v o n  in  i n t e n t i o n .

G e n t l e m e n ,  t h e r e  are  t w o  p o s s ib l e  m e a n s  o f  r e p l a c i n g  o n e  
g o v e r n m e n t  b y  a n o t h e r .  O n e ,  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  b y
t h e  s w o r d  a n d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a n o t h e r  in  i t s  p l a c e __ a m e t h o d
w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  f o l l o w e d  in  t h e  w o r l d  t h u s  fa r .  T h e  s e c o n d  a l t e r 
n a t i v e  i s  t o  s e v e r  all c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t  G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  
t o  s e t  u p  a  b e t t e r  o r g a n i s e d  G o v e r n m e n t  p a r a l le l  t o  i t ,  a n d  i m p r o v e  
a n d  d e v e l o p  i t  t i l l  th e  o l d  o r d e r  is  d i s o l v c d  a n d  t h e  n e w  t a k e s  i t s  
p la c e .  F r i e n d s , — -t o  a c h i e v e  th is  o b j e c t  w e  m u s t  i m m e d i a t e l y  pet

Xjs® ' G%X



ALL INDIA MUSLIM LEAGUE [AHM^p^yAD 
I ( 'J||bn tljPwate and permanent foundation our own Courts, \agpls, 

\ ' ^ W j / r Stri9S- Army’ Police and a National Parliament. t M i - 1 
W ^ ^ n - c o  operation can only help to start the parallel Govern- 

ent'hut cannot maintain it. The question now is, can such a 
parallel Government be established through non-violent non-co- 
operation, of course, provided the rival Government does not interfere 
V' 1 its establishment,—a condition which is obviously impossible, 
oecause the rival Government will certainly interfere 1 We might 
contend that we will proceed on with our work silently and quietly
1,1 8plte of Government interference as is being done at present.

When Non-violence will be impossible.
A s 3̂Se will however be reached ultimately when action on 

peaceful lines will absolutely become impossible, and then we will 
— orced to admit that a parallel Government can be started but can 
not continue to last through peaceful- moans, Examples of Govern
mental repression are before your eyes. First, it attempted through 
. 6 vrachi trials to prevent the Mnssalmans from openly proclaira- 
l,?j e. articles of their faith. When the people, undaunted by 
and  ̂ Clai°u °i the Government, preached throughout the length 
Govt^T i °* *n' *a tbat ^ wa9 unlawful to serve in the Army, the 
of the °[f ” ovprl°°ked these activities fearing lest more repetition 
And i arac ’̂ resolution might lead to disaffection in the Army, 
activities ° ■ r to d’ vort tbe attention of the people from these 
‘volunteer aut3denly but deliberately declarod enrolment of 
strikin'-1 Lt unlawful> 60 that it; might get an opportunity of
fice their" th° non-co °P6.rator8. Like moths that gather to sacri- 
Disobedi W  round a lighted candle, the advocates of Civil 
and ohe«rf„llv8Warmed to break this declaration of Lord Reading 
an examplo th.e’ r thoU9ands to gaol. This is undoubtedly
move Mahatma f t S S T ® 08 T ’d self-8ffa0em6nt whioh well might 

But h ^ andhl to eostacy.
of happiimss T V  another truth hidden in this demonstration 
both the repressing ™veals to our eyes the last stage of 
pie are no dnnl T ° tbe C:r0Vt' and Patience of the people. Poo-
few days’ imprisonmV V 6”  an<3 Suff®r Blad,y the hardhip of a non violent ni ° ment- But, on the declaration of Martial Law,
cienfc and uafiiB’.CO‘°PAeration movement will prove totally insuffi- 
hardlv t,, fn ' V - Amongst the Mussalmans at least, there will 
!- es in H T V  T ’’ who oa,“ havo a»y but one of the two feel- 
refuge in f i i V  ' I T  {aoed by th8 barrel of a gun, either to seek 
W fl .-n a t  -f \  -<J1 ° tako advantn£e of the law of self-preservation 
, t.. rinii.- i v "  adversary to hell. The third alternative, that of 

i y “ ! UP ones life to the enemy and considering it to
'® one real success, will remain confined to Mahatma Gandhi and



• oj^-liis adherents and follow-thinkers. I, on my part(jT«i|
that in general the reply to Martial Law will he, what is commonly 
eafied^Guerilla Warfare, or in the words of the Koran “ kill them 
wherever you find them,” The responsibility for all this bloodshed 
will rest on the shoulders of the Govt.

Consequently, as representatives of the Mussalmans, the mem
bers of the All-India Muslim League should consider it their duty 
either to refrain from adopting non-co-operation as their creed or 
froe it from the limitation of keeping it either violent or non
violent. For, it is not in our power to keop non-co-operation peace
ful or otherwise. So long as Government confines itself to the use 
of chains and fetters, non-co-operation can remain peaceful as it is 
to-day. But if things go further and Government has recourse to 
gallows or machine guns, it will be impossible.

Why Muslims go one step further.
At this stage, people would like to ask how is it that while 

the Hindus are content to adopt non-violent non-co-operation as 
the means for attaining independence, the Mussalmans are anxious 

| to go a step further 1 The answer is that the liberation of Hindusthan 
is as much a political duty of Mussalmans as that of a Hindu. 
Owing to the question of Khilafat it has become a Mussulman’s 
religious duty also.

In this connection I should like to say just one word. The 
glories of Ghazi Mustapha Komal Pasha and the conclusion of tho 
recent Franco-Turkish Treaty might credit an idea in some people’s 
minds that the evacuation of Smyrna by the Greeks is a certainty 
and the restoration of Thrace to the Turks, if not certain, is within 
the bounds of possibility. Consequently, they might entertain 
the hope that tho struggle in the Near East is coming to a close, 
I want to warn all such people that the claims of tho Mussalmans 
of India are foundod more on religious than on political principles. 
So long as the Jazirat-ul-Arab (including Palestine and Mesopota
mia) is not absolutely freed from Non-Muslim influence and so long 
as tho political and military power of the Khilafat-Ul-Mussalman 
is not fully restorod, the Mussalmans of India cannot suspend their 
activities and efforts.

The Khilafat Demands.
The Muslim demands as regards the Khilafat are these : (1) 

that in pursuance of the promise of Mr, Lloyd George, Thrace and 
Smyrna along with the city of Smyrna should remain purely under 
Turkish control so that the political prestige of tho Khilafat- f t 
Mussalman which is essential for the Khilafat should i,uirer no 
diminution. (2) Ail non-Turkish coutrof should be removed from

| j 4 o ^ o \ | 2 l ]  TEE PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS f l t tT



IN D IA  M U SLIM  L E A G U E
1=1 Qp&tanfinople, the shores of Marmora and the Dardanelles, itn

ĥe Khilafat-al-Constantinople may not be undeiuxA_J 
Muslim control which is essential for the Khilafat. (3) All naval 
andmilitary restrictions imposed on the Khalifa should bo remov
ed as otherwise he would have no power to onforce the orders of 
the Khilafat. (4) The Jazirat-Ul-Arab, including Hedjaz, Pales
tine and Mesopotamia should be free from all Mon-Muslim influ
ence and not be under the British mandate as it was the death
bed injunction of the Prophet. It should be noted that in the 
iourth demand we wish the English to give up their mandate of 
Mosopot and Palestine and remove their influence from the Hedjaz. 
As to the question, whether the Arabs will acknowledge the Sherif 
oi Mecca or the Sultan of Turkey as their Khalifa or whether the 
Arab Govt, of Hedjaz, Mesopot and Palestine will be independent 
or under the suzerainty of the Khalifa, they will be decided by the 
Mussalmans. We do not want Non-Muslim advice or assistance.

League-Congress Compact.
in my opinion, gentlemen, the most pressing necessity of 

Hindusthan is the immediate conclusion of a definite compact 
between the Congress and the League. The Congress should not 
enter into any negotiations with the Government concerning Swaraj 

until the minimum Muslim demands with regard to the Khilafat 
aio satisfied, (2) on the other hand, the Muslims should definitely 
Vi".. t that ev6U when their demands with regard to the
Khilafat are satisfied, the Mussalmans of India will stand to the last 
jj t e side of their Hindu brethren for the attainment and reserva- 
tlon ° i[‘dian independence.

uch a compact is all the more necessary because there are 
signs at the enemies of Indian Independence—and we have to 
coiiAs, v> ith regret that a number of deceitful Indians are working 
tY' 1 M.°,reignetS—al’e concentrating all their efforts to wreck the 

in u oslem Unity and create distrust and misunderstanding 
e ueon t. ie communities. On the one hand, the Mussalmans are 

tr gt£ *U'3e l̂of)0S w*t,h ref?ard t° Khilafat questions. On
60 ??' b0nie 0howy toys of political concessions are being prepared 

* g T. ,‘ °.r Hindus oven before the stipulated period of ten 
year.i. is intended that in their simplicity the Mussalmans should 
kYY Y! 1 e returu °* Smyrna etc. as the satisfaction of their 

i’  ̂ at demands and slacken their efforts for the attainment of 
1 waraj, while the Hindus should be misled into believing a further 
instalment of reforms as the Swaraj itself or at least its precursor 
and jegin to consider tho Khilafat as a n  irrelevant question.

l h e i e  can  b e  o n ly  o n e  s o l u t i o n  f o r  all  t h e s e  p r o b l e m s .  H i n d u s  
a n d  M u ssa lm a n s ,  a f t e r  m u t u a l  c o n s u l t a t i o n ,  s h o u ld  h a v e  I n d i a n

’ G°% \
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r; v I'|-y4 'RiHfonco declared by Mahatma Gandhi, so that in Vd^ife 

English might havj an opportunity of deceiviri'g-tj^~J 
\l|iwi^gl''being deceived. After the Declaration of Independence 

the Congress and the League will have only one object left that 
is, the preservation of Swaraj. 1922 is the best date for the 
purpose, because we would thus have fulfilled the promise that we 
made to attain Swaraj within this year, and the people of India will 
have achieved success in the eyes of God and man.

AlHndia Muslim League
SECOND D A Y — 31 ST D E C E M B E R  1921.

The Moslem League met at 9 P. M. on 31st Dec. 1921. After it 
had passed some non-contentions resolutions the President, Moulana 
Hasrat Mohani made an announcement, amidst applause, that he pro
posed that the decision of the Subjects Committee rejecting his resolu
tion regarding the attainment of independence and destruction of 
British Imperialism would be held as final and representing the 
opinion of the majority in the League, but that in view of the great 
importance of the subject he would allow a discussion on that resolu 
tion without taking any vote.

Mr. Azad Sobhani who had moved the resolution in the Subject 
Committee, also moved it in the League. Ho said he believed in 
Hindu-Moslem unity as absolutely essential in non-violent non o 
operation as the only way to fight their battle, and Mr. Gandhi was 
ful ly deserving the dictatorship which had been invested on hi  ̂
by the Congress, but that he also believed that British Imperialism 

i\ "'as the greatest danger to India and the Moslem world and m ustV 
j destroyed by placing before them an ideal of independence Bo ° 

followed by several speakers who supported him in the same vet* 
The Hon. Mr. Raza Ali announced that the reason for the rub 

of the President was that the League did not want to take a 
which the Congress had not taken. He warned them against savi6** 
big things without understanding them and reminded the audi ^  
that India was at present ready for maintaining liberty even if it°!'Ĉ  
attained. He asked, who would, for instance, be their 
Chief if the British left to-morrow ? (A voice, “ Enver pas[la >ij ln 

The speaker emphatically declared that he would not toler t > 
any foreigner. He wanted an Indian Commander-inChieb a 

Among the other resolutions passed by the League was Oiio 
about the Moplahs, which condemned the Government’s excesses 
and the reported conversion by Moplahs.

The President then closed the Session after a short spooofc
26(a)
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Delivered by

M r s .  S o r o j in i  Na i du
At the Second Session of the

ALL INDIA
S T U D E N T S ’ C O N F E R E N C E

AHMED A BA D—29 TE DECEMBER 1921
The Second Session of the All India Students’ Conference met 

at Ahmedabad on the 29th December 1921, under the Presidency 
of S r i m a t i  S o r o j i n i  N a i d u .

The audience numbered about three thousand. Representative 
students of all the Provinces were present.

lha following is the full text of Mrs. Sorojini Naidu’s Presiden
tial address at the All-India Students’ Conference at Ahmedabad :■—

My young comrades,— If some fairy God-mother of Destiny were 
to say to me, “ Yet in time now or in tho future what is the one 
supreme wish uf your heart, what is the one supreme honour you 
T ° 'a ’ '^ at wou't* k0 the crowning glory of all your achievements 1 — 
choose. Do you know what I would choose without hesitation, 
without doubt in my mind 1 For my opportunity 1 would choose 
1° in.ou c the mind of the young generation. For the supremest 

on our o my life5 I should ask for the love of the young generation, 
por o crowning glory and tho achievement of my life I should like 
i-rn'tpd1".V’11 'uy eP'taPh—" She loved the young generation; she 
. , e Joung generation ; she worked with the young genera-

TWHnnt ? fedora  side by side with the young generation of
Ian nnHBL  ldl,a That is the secret desire of my heart. So, you 
President n3nd lkat  ̂ stand before you to day your chosen 

..i . 1 fi:en)8 toi me as if the fairy God-mother were already,
nrnn „ ™,y Bi3king it, for almost without my knowing it, conferring 

1 11, 16 J0°h of boons. Ever since I could speak articulately,
m. .j anguago as one finds in the dictionaries of the world, but

e anguage of the heart of youth in which the imagination of 
ynj speak-, no matter in what tongue and in what country, my 
one oug it has been always for the freedom of India ; my earliest 
otrvices in that direction were the companionship of students always. 
My first ontry into public life was as a speaker in the colleges



’ W oael> guest of the students of the cities of TndiaA K 1!  J
speak from larger platforms to larger audiences came much later, 
but 'i t ' never brought to me the thrill that I still remember of 
those little audiences in attentively listening to me with avid 
faces and those burning eyes looking into future and demanding 
an answer from the Time Spirit. To-day I stand amongst you once 
more as the representative of the Spirit of India. You have 
come from North and South, East and West and the central heart 
of India,— you who represent many races to-day, many creeds to-day, 
many sects to-day, all times of civilization, all kinds of traditions, 
all kinds of conflicts, and yet united by the one burning desire to 
serve your country, to sever her from bondage, to enthrone her 
among the States,— you have come together at the call of the 
nation,— you who have made a response to the voice that have 
trumpeted forth saying, “  Stand forth, you, young generation, and 
break the shackles of your Mother.”  What is the message that I 
can deliver to you? What is the strength that can be mine that 
will guido you a-right to-day on the difficult pilgrimage towards 
freedom? Those of you who were here the other day must be remem
bering with a thrill the words that I read from Desbandhu Chitta- 
Eanjan Das’s message in which he speaks of the students. There 
he says in words that are written in fire :— “ Let me not forget the 
students. They are the inspiration of the movement. They are 
the torch-bearers on the path to freedom. They are the pilgrims 
on the road to liberty. If theirs has been the sacrifice, then victory 
is their due.” This is the message which tho chosen President of 
the National Congross wrote for the students in whom he has faith, 
in whom his generation has faith. And 1, representing bis genera
tion, deliver to you the message of his generation and mine, 
asking that you will fulfil the pledges that we have made to the 
world, because you, and you alone, are not only the heroes of all 
our greatness but the fulfillers, the completers of all our imper
fections, all our short-comings, all our weaknesses. Y ou arc to wipe 
out the stains upon our generation. You are to blot out with your 
prayers, with your sacrifices all the stains, the scourges, the follies, 
the backslidings, the sins of our generation. This is ’ the message 
that I bring you to-day.

You want to know what India demands of you. Turn over tho 
pages of history of the nations that have found freedom, and you 
will find in page after page of glory, not the record only of battles 
fought and won on the open fields and under the stare ; no, tho 
most inspiring pages are not there. But the inspiring pages come 
where name after name of youngmen in their serried ranks fill up 
the gaps aB the Boldiers fall, the young serried ranks that surge into

p r e s i d e n t i a l  a d d r e s s  ( Q T
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/ f /  \VfLL INDIA STUDENTS CONEKHENCE [ahm®J*^*-
1* l tft;iioho8 and with the ery of victory win the libormJ^icj
\VVjj«wP*«/ You are in that position to-day. Greece, in her glcfrlow-^ 

d :y-s, could show no more radiant page of achievement, Rome, 
with all her Imperial purple, has not a passage more glowing than 
you can show to-day to the world. Nay, the history of your country, 
the history of such supreme sacrifice, such glorious achievement 
can show no page moro lovely with sacrifice, more burning with the 
fire of prophetic zeal than you to-day in whose hands the writing 
and the illuminating of the history of Empires lie. The call to 
students came last year, but the call came with a rather hesitating 
voice because still the natioD was not aware of its own peril. Nor 
was it so imminently and urgently aware of its need, its power, its 
great unity, its strength to sacrifice, its power to endure, its capacity 
to hurl back to an imperious bureaucracy the challenge of an inviu- 
cible hope and an invincible resolve. To-day the call is not of an 
answering voice, the call is rising not from the mountain tops, but 
fiom the secret valleys of your own hearts and souls. If the voice 
oi Mahatma Gandhi speaks to you, he is but the flute-call of your 
o»\n hearts. He is not the Sbree Krishna. He is the flute of 
iShree Krishna that is within your own hearts and souls. So, my 
young comrades, your duty to day is clear before you. Sacrifice ! 
baenhee! ! Sacri f i ce! ! !

Une year ago I did not believe in the wisdom of young men 
turning their backs upon their colleges, shutting tho pages of their 
te-J hooks, denying to themselves the inviolable right and privilege 
o mow euge and culture. But to-day after the agony of nearly 
one year s experience of the bitter need of India, the bitter perils of 
n ia,  ̂stand up to say, though it hurts me still so to feel, that the 

young generatitm must turn its back upon the colleges, must deny 
o r- i s own inalienable heritage of the right to learn, the right 

’ °'J’ tae r'Kht that enriches the mind and the spirit with the 
wnrthv t raasurea of ages. I, none the less, say that freedom is 

P °i(-i?V811 i60 va'uable a sacrifice. Why shall men barter all 
- , ,a, . to buy one pearl of great price I Shall men sell their
the vnmli '^oom s to satisfy one passionate whim of theirs, and yet 

■ 0 the nation not offer itsolf up in a glared and flaming
*r-.. * • ,»i. i sak® °f the freedom of India ? In 1914, when the 
, ■ , e, ° o d  broke over Europe, when the sky of August was

J, J 00( loc  ̂ w‘ th tho menace of war, whon the boom of the 
un ering cannon roared in the great cities of Europe, did I not see 

yourigrneii, men after men, in their hundreds of thousands pouring 
on o their colleges at Oxford and Cambridge, from the London 
colleges and the Weleh colleges and the Scottish colleges and the 
Manchester colleges and marching to the music of their owu brave

................. : v........................................ -  _______|
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I * y a iS  to Victory or to doom ? Is to-day so different from tr^JS^Iy
V-\inp?upejIed the sacrifice oi the youth of Europe for the shfua f  1  

''Euro^eiih peace ? Is not our plight more tragic. Is not our peril 
the peril not merely of lands that, may be lost, of lives that may be 
lost, but of the nation’s soul, the nation’s honour, the nation’s right 
to live among the living nations of the world ? Therefore, L ask you, 
my young friends, you who are to-day the representatives of 
hundreds and thousands of young men and women all over India, 
pour forth in your uncounted numbers, pour forth to battle,— not to 
the battle of those that wade across seas of blood towards victory, 
but tho battle of those who wade only across the blood of their own 
hearts— not the blood of their enemies’ hearts. The difference 
betv een our warfare and the warfare of Europe, the warfare of the 
West, the accepted warfare of the world, is this, that whilst nations 
of another land win their victory slaying their enemies, we win our 
victory by slaying otdy our sins. It is the great battle of self
purification. It is the great battle of self-sacrifice. It is tho great 
battle of self-devotion. If in the years to come when the Swaraj 
flag flies over our national assemblies, in the summing up of the 
achievement of the great battle for liberty, we count up the gains 
and tho losses, and among the losses, irreparable, incalculable 
though they may be, we find that the youth of India has pre
ferred to remain ignorant, bereft of tho knowledge, of that wide 
culture, that noble learning that is the inheritance of the young 
generations of the world, shall we have time to bemoan that 
ignorance? Shall we have time to lament that loss? Or shall 
we not say, ‘So against this loss— this loss irreparable, incalculable 
though it is— it is tho one thing which is worth while having, 
the one thing for which, the generations have not sacrificed their all 
for nothing. Thero is, on the one hand, a few years of sacrifice, 
on the other, the imperishable legacy of freedom to a land set 
free for ever by the sacrifice of the young generations,’

Meaning of the Pledge
I want you all to realize that to-day you are the recruits in the 

great army of freedom. You are new soldiers in tho army of peace.
I want you to understand the implications of the remark. I want 
you to realize in all its manifold bearing, in all the terrible responsi
bilities, the meaning of the word. What does it mean to be a 
volunteer? Wbat does it mean to be a non-co operating student? 
What does it mean to-day to sign that pledge which you have 
proclaimed yesterday in tones, solemn and moving, from the lip of 
the Apostle of freedom ? It means this, my young friends-j—not 
merely that you will learn to parade and drill and fall into lines and 
salute your superiors and have ranks in the army and march singing
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1 • \ W y t r * — 3̂ ese are the details, the outer trappings, the - true 

a  ̂C0UDt 3or uothing— but to be a soldier in the Srn^-^ 
X^teatqSMiatma Gandhi leads is to be re-born, pure and flawless, 

in the flame of sacrifice. It means the cleansing out of every 
secret sin from the secret recesses of your hearts. It means 
the purging of every fibre of yours from every evil thought, passion 
ana desire that still might be lurking unsuspected in the crevices 
oi your beings. It- moans that you pledge yourselves not only to 
t a wor d that can see the outer things and judge you, but it means 

.at f ° t  P edg0 yourselves to your Self, to the Being seated in the 
mi s o you that you will abstain in thought and word, desire and 

0 0 1 [ 0ra every low> ev’ l- vicious, cancerous, leprous sin. That is 
W r ' Wall*: *■<) impress upon you. That is what I want you to 
lfl.a lfB'u msnns the discipline of perfection, the discipline of the 
rnm , the heart, the senses, the desires; not merely the obeying 
° tbe captain’s orders, but the obeying of tho orders of the Captain 
ton'u 1S every man’s heart and is called Conscience by many 
. !'51!68' ;t means that you will learn so to conquer yourself, your, 
tioi '"'Th S’ your se3bs3' pride, that you will endure, without retalia- 
losec' rese?tment, all the indignity, humiliation, suffering,
frir tbo^'n ' e':— necessary, flogging and torturing and death— 

That '  ° * t^6 cause 3:0 wb,ob i'ou are pledged to-day. 
stood wh ; i f eal|y message I have for you, If you have under
hand-spun i p*e<̂ ge stands for, if you have understood why the 
tho tmo svnT •band made ° Uter symbo1 that is y°ur garment is 
that you ca 1,01 ° f your inwarcl regeneration, if you have understood 
heart amorJ»i-0t for free(3?m for yourself, if within one single
neighbour be iou there still remains that shrinking from your 
of the four n T 88 be *3 .not born liko yourselves within the mantle 
have underst* ° ,C : i f —33 y°u have understood all these things, you 
you have s t ifl^ -n • moa,iing and the purpose of Swaraj. But if 
Hindu and IT ''! .you the feeling that there are barriers between 
man, betwee^M Witbin h>s own caste, between Hindu and Mussal- 
if you will ,Jri ;*U3Sainian and Parsee, between Parsee and Christian, 
and divisions ? ourselves in terms of sects and provinces and castes 
young genorat' J°r6,'3 110 ®Wftraj for us ; there is no Swaraj for the 
to yo"u tha n 101-' 1 herefore my purpose to day is to make clear
does not need 1m "'* ? f tbat great pledge- But the young generation 
you thfirnfnr. j 1*nterprotation of the Gospel of Freedom. 1 want 
ami' Minim. i' j ?  you w' 33> therefore, join in your huudreds 
own doliV«anr 8 aUm,^ecome yourselves the young Apostles of your 
°v" t ‘3 ' ?®r8nc6j . There should be no peril that is too great for 
I' a e, no difficulty so difficult for you to master, no destiny 
too exalted for you to achieve.



\ • y j||jL ) ‘  I Last Appeal V v-*- *
my young friends, my young comrades, oh ! pil^rfiife J  

dcfc'SBtr road to freedom, as said the other pilgrim who is in 
tho half way house to freedom in the prison of Bengal, I charge you : 
“ Remember the sacrod duty that will bow those young shoulders, 
the terrible burden that will bow those young heads. But, though 
your backs be broken and your heads be bowed, I charge you, let 
your hearts be never bowed or burdenod. For, no matter how 
heavy the burden, let your own courage be the torch in your hand ; 
no matter how deep tho path, let your own hopo be in the pilgrim’s 
staff in your hand ; no matter how far the goal, let your young 
strength give you wings to reach the goal. When the goal is reached 
and you stand high up on tho poaks and look back across the diffi
cult way you have come, comrades, remember : let there bo nothing 
that you see on tho road you left behind save your own follies and 
weaknesses and sins and nothing of value, nothing of abiding worth 
or beauty ; take it all with you for tho enriching of the temple, that 
•is, the temple of liberty. March with me to the Temple of Liberty.
I carry the standard in my hands, Comrades, march with me till we 
reach the goal.”

Resolutions

After Mrs. Naidu’s address the Students’ Conference ad.iourned 
for a couple of hours during which the Subjects Committee met and 
carried several resolutions. When tho Conference re-assembled, 
those prosent included Hakim Ajrnal Khan, Swami Shradbanand 
and Dr. Ansari. Tho following resolutions wore passed :—

(1) Hoping that in obedience to the mandate of the Congress the 6tudent8 
ot and above the age of 18 would suspend their educational activities and enrol 
as volunteers ;

(2) Protesting against the age limit of 18 set by tho Congress for those 
who wanted to be volunteers, and urging that all College students, irrespective 
of the ago limit, be allowed to become volunteers, (this resolution was moved 
and supported by those College students who were under the age of 18) ;

(3) Asking all students to learn hand-spinning and hand-weaving and to 
wear only Khadi-made cloth ;

(4) Congratulating Lala Lajpat Eai, the first President of tbeir Conference 
and their fellow students for going to jail in spirit of Belf-sacrifioe ;

(5) Changing the name of the Conference from the All-India College 
Students to the Hindi Vidyarthi Mahashava, and amending the constitution so 
as to create a Wording Committee of all members who would act as the execu
tive of the big committee of the Conference.

The next resolution of the Students’ Conference wanted the 
attainment of complete independence as their creed. Afior a great 
deal of heated discussion the resolution was lost by a majority of 
eleven  only,

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS f A ^ t
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i * V ffjkh J  * I Mrs. Naidu's Second Speech .'̂ L *

r vo ês °f thanks were given to the President, the 
V  ga.es, the volunteers, and the Reception Committee, Mrs. Naidu 

made another speech. She said : —
h f r\j young comrades, you are all very tired at the end of a long day’s work, 
topeth r U0 j in* that any of us here will grudge the hours wo have spent 
asnirati °U c|5arinS our °wn minds as to our own thoughts, intentions and 
in onnf011̂  • , outsfunding feelings in my mind to-day, as I spend the hours 
' li . aw young minds that represent India, is that I am proud to be

. ° 8ee 1118 raaterial moulded into heroes for the salvation of India. 1 have 
to roaliT°fV atnon88fc students, but never before have I felt so thrilled
unfriido-6 1:it t'be young generation has the independence to think for itself 
the “ -eKne<l by even the presence of Mahatma (Jandhi (eheers). That is really 
bv tho 1 v • °r w*1’c*1 * havo been looking. We are not going to get freedom 
renrpfi.-»'f01,fk ^  p Phonalities, however great or divine. It is only when they 
th v n Pr‘nc’P*e8 l°r which we live and for which we would die that

y can command our worship or our admirations or our following. If to-day 
1 country holds .Mahatma Gandhi as semi-divine, if not divine, it is not for 

any other reason than this that he embodies within that frail yet indomitable 
to-dav*11, lnvlnc^ e soul of liberty. That is why we are content to follow him 
mieht h?CCaUSe *n blowing him we are following the spirit of liberty. There 
the ulti> 8t.tIlj  bttle doubt left in the minds of some of the delegates to-day, about 
MoL{'p ;CQ h (<?8t’ny It is true that yesterday in the Congress Hasrat
Gandhi * ti * great poet, brought a resolution which was defeated by Mahatma 
asking ’f ^  ?leat. Saint- Both were right. Neither was wrong,— Hasrat Mohani 
and take vr independence of India, Mahatma Gandhi 6aying, ‘ wait a little 
pciiuen <u, £gard friends with you before you ask for that ultimate inde- 
the same visi are au*mat^d by fche ?ame desire, the same zeal. Both behold 
friends fr(>m°DA\ no man iQ &his Conference feel that because my young 
young India in ,garh coul<l nnt carry their point to-day, it is not the desire of 
would not 1-t o ® tliat ulfcimate Bberty which alone is worth having. I 
know that thosp1 v yanug g(iUoratiou do such bitter injustice to itself. B u t! 
only by the Who . not to-day stand for that resolution, were animated 
for the weak t a ^  SP'ri  ̂ made Mahatma Gandhi, in his infinite compassion 
us.” What i8 #!e ^nd 8ay : “ Lt fe U8 take in the laPgard and the lame with 
accepted it as a c r -T ™  unle88 mcan8 freedom, and whether the Congress 
nation to be freo in^i i not’ lfc *8 fĉ e invincible, inevitable destiny of every 
not mean isolation fr a a[^efĉ  aut* deepest sense of the word. But freedom does 
free nations of the- I ‘°® other nations. It means equal comradeship with the 

world, and that is a great ideal for which we must all work.
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Presidential Address

Delivered by

Mr. L. A. Govindaraghava Iyer
At the Fourth Session of the

N A T I O N A L  L I B E R A L  F E D E R A T I O N
A LLA H ABA D , 28TH D ECEM BER 19 2 1

Flie following are extracts from the long Presidential 
address delivered by Mr. L. A. Govindaraghava Iyer of Madras 
at the National Liberal Federation held at Allahabad on the 
28th. December 1921.

The Political Situation.
It is perhaps a truism to say that the country is now passing 

through a crisis. Events are moving with bewildering rapidity. 
The goneral tension is such as to necessitate a close examination of 
the position that one has to take up whatever the school of thought

!may be to which one bolongs. In those circumstances, I need make 
no apology if, in addressing you, 1 mainly direct my attention to 
the present situation and to the question whethor the party that is 
opposed to us has fulfilled or is likely to fulfil the logitiuiato 
expectations and requirements of the people and the country

We are all aware of the difficulties to which the members of 
tho party under the distinguished leadership of Mahatma Gandhi 
are now subjected. It is, therefore, perhaps an ungracious task to 
examine the principles and the programme of that party. But the 
highest interest of the country imperatively demands' that the 
present situation should be closely examined with a view to see 
how far it would be met and improved by further persistence in 
the policy with which Mr. Gandhi has identified himself. The 
distinctive features of that movement are the attainment of Swaraj 
and the righting of the Khilafat and the Punjab wrongs by the para
lysis of the Government by means of non-violont non-co-operation.

Mr. Gandhi’s Influence

Mr. Iyer, after dealing with the Non-co-operation movement in itt 
different aspects and trying to shew its impracticability, continued :__

In tho recent history of our country no single individual had 
a greater control over any movement than Mr. Gandhi has over tho 
Non co-operation movement, He is virtually the dictator of the

P
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5 \ - r a w ? 111/  1’  ̂ US0 ^h® e x Pr e s s ’ o n  ln  n o  o f f e n s i v e  se n se .  M ^ p h i t l t
'  V V i * '  ^ i s t i n g n i s h e d  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  m o v e m e n t  has b e e n  h r m e e l f ^  

«!. t o  d e f in i t e ly  s e t t l e  t h e  p r o g r a m m e  ;  a n d  in  o r d e r  t o  m a k e  
1 c e p t a b le  t o  th e  p e o p le  in  g e n e r a l , — a n d  I la y  sp e c ia l  e m p h a s i s  
o n  m s a s p e c t ,— h e  h a d  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  i n t o  i t  i t e m s  w h i c h  c o u l d  
n o t  e said  t o  be  d i s t i n c t i v e  o f  t h e  N o n - c o - o p e r a t i o n  m o v e m e n t  
a n d  w h ic h  h a v e  p u b l i c  s y m p a t h y  a n d  s u p p o r t  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  o f  t h a t  
m o v e m e n t ,  s u ch  as, f o r  in s t a n c e ,  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  u n t o u c h a b i l i t y ,  t h e  

r ,n  e v i  a l ) d , th e  S w a d e s h i  m o v e m e n t .  I t  is  c l a i m e d  f o r  t h e  
m o t e m e n t  t h a t  i t  has a s p i r i t u a l  s i d e  a n d  t e n d s  to  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  
o  to  sou l  fo rce .  I t  is a  p r o b l e m ,  h o w e v e r ,  w h e t h e r  N o n - c o 
o p e r a  ion  is the  o n ly  o r  t h e  b e s t  m e a n s  o f  b r i n g i n g  a b o u t  t h e  d e v e l o p 
m e n t  ot  sou l fo r c e  s u c h  as t h o  M a h a t m a  w is h e s  t o  se e  e f f e c t e d .

Mr. Gandhi’s Sad Experience.
, N o w  t h e  c h i e f  m e r i t  t h a t  is  c l a i m e d  f o r  t h e  m o v e m e n t  is t h a t  

° b jeo ts  ln  v i e w  a r e  t o  bo  a t t a i n e d  b y  a b s o l u t e  n o n - v i o l e n c e  a n d  
m s  c o n t e n t i o n  d e s e r v e s  c l o s e  e x a m i n a t i o n .  W e  c a n  a d m i t  t h a t  

• n . i y V(e m e “ - , °  p a s s iv e  r e s i s t a n c e ’ a t t a i n e d  r e m a r k a b l e  s u c c e s s  
t h a t  tha  s t r ‘ k u , g  r e s u l t s  in  S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  b u t  i t  h a s  t o  b e  n o t e d  
h, re r ;  C0Iirlltl0,J3 t h e r e  w e r e  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h o s e  o b t a i n i n g  
tivol 'v  amln”  a p o r s o n a l i t y  l>k e M a h a t m a  G a n d h i  a n d  a c o m p a r a -  
s e t t l e r3 in aild  c o m p a c t  b o d y  o f  p e r s o n s  s u c h  as w e r e  t h e  I n d i a n  
M a h a t m a  tn ° Ut°  ^ f r i o a ' w ' t b  s u f f i c ie n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e  
p e r s o n s  l n t 0  f.r e q u .6nfc a n d  i n t i m a t e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e
m o v e m e n t  i ,  °  . a d ° p t ( p a s s lv e  r e s i s t a n c e ’ , i t  is  o b v i o u s  t h a t  t h e  
a s k e d  to  be  aT T a  ?  lt3 d a n g o r s ’ B u t  w h e n  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  is  
s t ra ta  o f  so c io tv  a  ^  X T ® 1' 3 0 0  ra , l l l o n s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  d i f f e r e n t  
a n d  l iv in g  j „  *  „  d . ° f d l f f o r e n t  g r a d e s  o f  c u l t u r e  a n d  r e f i n e m e n t  
b e y o n d  the  noR sih irV  a l .ea  anc  ̂ s u b j e c t  t o  v a r y i n g  in f l u e n c e s  a n d  
a n d  his  d e v o t e d  fo i  l 7  ° '  ,t h e  p e r s o n a l  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  M a h a t m a  
to  in sp ire  c o n f i d e n c e T h / t  ‘ i 0 0 " d l t ,i ° rls p r ,ef n t e d  a r e  n o t  s u c h  as 
o f  fact , w h e n  the m  h m l W  r e s u l t s  w o u l d  e n s u ®- a  m a t t e r  
la r g e  scale ,  i t  has h e m T " 1 / * 8 PUt t0 t h e  t e s t  o n  a " y t h i n g  l i k e  a
H on s  o i  the  a u t h o r  and . p  d  f lga ,n  a n d  a g a ,n  t o  b e l i «  t h e  e x p o c t a -

a n d  the  p r o m o t e r s  o f  t h e  m o v e m e n t .  A
I What We Should Strive For

s t a t u s  is w h l ^ w ^ h o u l d ^ i r ! 10''  Pr“Tf a '  p o l i t i c s - fuiI  d o m i n i o n  
p o s t u l a t e d  b y  th e  P n in i f  ,V°  ° j  1 i ,a t w a s  w h a t  w a s  e x p r e s s l y  

a l t e r e d  i t .  I  . b S  DOt h o ? ’  CT d  befo1 '6 t h * N a g p u r  C ° " « ™ s  
it  m a y  be  sa id  th a t ,  h ™ e v e rVeL t7 e r y  l"'™* °"  t b a t  faCe’ as 
o l d - w o r l d  c o n d i t i o n s  T o w  f n T l  m ’ g h t  h a v e  8 t o o d  u " d e r  th e  
j u s t i f y i n g  o r  e v e n  n o e  8 al " ° ' v a s s e r t in g  t h e m s e lv o s

y g  e v e n  n e c e s s i t a t i n g  a n e w  o b j e c t i v e .  F u l l  D o m i n i o n

Na t io n a l  l ib e r a l  f e d e r a t io n  [ alla/ a^



/ | « bA ® '2l] J ’£ f £ ’ p r e s id e n t ia l  a d d r e s s  o r r

\ . \staf f j k  p r e s i d e s  f o r  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  Fo | h l  , 
o f  t h e  C a b i n e t  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  I t  p o s t u l a t e s u i e  

m e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  C o m m o n - w e a l t h  o f  N a t i o n s  as  a n  e q u a l  
p a r t n e r .  T h e  p r e r o g a t i v e  o f  t h e  K i n g  r e m a i n s  u n t o u c h e d .  H e  is 
t h e  s y m b o l  o f  t h e  E m p i r e .  N o  d o u b t ,  in  t h e o r y  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  a  
D o m i n i o n  is o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  c h a r a c t e r ,  b u t  a c t u a l  p r a c t i c e  h a s  o u t 
g r o w n  t h e o r y .  T h e  r e s o l u t i o n  p a s s o d  a t  t h e  I m p e r i a l  W a r  C o n f e r 
e n c e  o f  1 9 1 7  is  s u g g e s t i v e  in  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n .  A f t e r  p o i n t i n g  o u t  
t h a t  t h e  a d j u s t m e n t  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  E m p i r e  
is  t o o  i m p o r t a n t  t o  b e  d e a l t  w i t h  d u r i n g  t h e  w a r ,  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  
g o e s  o n  t o  s t a t e  : " T h e y  d e e m  i t  t h o i r  d u t y ,  h o w e v e r ,  t o  p l a c e  
o n  r e c o r d  t h e i r  v i e w  t h a t  a n y  s u c h  r e - a d j u s t m e n t ,  w h i l e  t h o r o u g h l y  
p r e s e r v i n g  a l l  e x i s t i n g  p o w e r s  o f  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  c o m p l e t e  
c o n t r o l  o f  d o m e s t i c  a f fa irs ,  s h o u l d  b e  b a s e d  u p o n  a  fu l l  r e c o g n i t i o n  
o f  t h e  D o m i n i o n s  as a u t o n o m o u s  n a t i o n s  o f  an  I m p e r i a l  C o m m o n 
w e a l t h  a n d  o f  I n d i a  a s  an i m p o r t a n t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s a m e ,  s h o u l d  
r e c o g n i s e  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  D o m i n i o n s  a n d  I n d i a  t o  a n  a d e q u a t e  
v o i c e  in  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  a n d  in  f o r o i g n  r e la t io n s ,  a n d  s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  
e f f e c t i v e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  c o n t i n u o u s  c o n s u l t a t i o n  in  a l l  i m p o r t a n t  
m a t t e r s  o f  c o m m o n  I m p e r i a l  c o n c e r n ,  a n d  f o r  s u c h  n e c e s s a r y  c o n 
c e r t e d  a c t i o n  f o u n d e d  o n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  as  th e  s e v e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t s  
m a y  d e t e r m i n e . ’

S p e a k i n g  o n  t h is  r e s o l u t i o n ,  G e n e r a l  S m u t s  s a id  : ‘ T h e  s t a t u s
o f  t h e  D o m i n i o n s  as e q u a l  N a t i o n s  o f  t h e  E m p i r e  w i l l  h a v e  t o  
b e  r e c o g n i s e d  t o  a  v e r y  la r g e  e x t e n t .  T h e  G o v e r n m e n t s  o f  t h e  
D o m i n i o n s  as  e q u a l  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e  K i n g  in  t h e  B r i t i s h  C o m m o n 
w e a l t h  w i l l  h a v e  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  fa r  m o r e  f u l l y  t h a n  w h a t  i s  d o n e
t o  d a y ,  a t  a n y  r a te ,  in  t h e  t h e o r y  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  i f  n o t  in  
p r a c t i c e .  I  h a t  i s  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  p r i n c i p l e  l a i d  d o w n  in  t h e  
s e c o n d  p a r t  o f  th is  r e s o l u t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  a  fu l l  r e c o g n i t i o n  
o f  t h e  D o m i n i o n s  as a u t o n o m o u s  n a t i o n s .  A n d ,  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  
p o i n t ,  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  g o e s  o n  t o  a ffirm  t h a t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  p o w o r s  o f  
s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  i n t e r f e r e d  w i t h .  O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e r e  is 
a  g o o d  d e a l  o f  f e e l i n g  o r  n a tu r a l  a n d  j u s t i f i a b l e  j e a l o u s y  in  t h e  
D o m i n i o n s  as t o  t h e  r ig h t s  w h i c h  t h e y  h a v e  a c q u i r e d  a n d  w h i c h  t h e y  
d o  n o t  l i k e  t o  b e  t a m p e r e d  w i t h ,  a n d  n a tu r a l ly ,  I  t h i n k ,  i t  is  v e r y  
w is e  t o  a d d  t h is  t o  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e i r  e x i s t i n g  p o w e r s  o f  se l f -  
g o v e r n m e n t  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  t a m p e r e d  w i t h .

I t  w i l l  a l s o  b e  r e m e m b e r e d  t h a t  G e n e r a l  S m u t s  o b j e c t e d  t o  
S o u t h  A f r i c a  t a k i n g  p a r t  in  t h e  W a s h i n g t o n  C o n f e r e n c e ,  u n le s s  s h e  
w e n t ,  as  h e  sa id ,  ‘ o n  h e r  o w n  l e g s , ’ a n d  n o t  m e r e l y  o n  t h e  s t r n p g t h  
o f  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  G o v e r n m e n t  ; a n d  h e  p o i n t s  out. in 
a  r e c e n t  s p e e c h  ho>v t h e  p r o t e s t  b  -s b e e n  t a k e n  u p  b y  t h e  B r i t i s h



\. \ t jg jk j .  f f l h  tlie  r e s u l t  t h a t  t h e  D e l e g a t e s  f r o m  t h e  D o m i n n w ^ - I -  
a n a l i . d i a  has h er  o w n  D e l e g a t e , — a t t e n d  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  Jrbv-9s-  ̂

^ j f k t t t s g  E m p i r e  D e l e g a t e s  b u t  as K e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e i r  D o m i n i o n s .

Significance of The Dominion Status
P e r h a p s  n o  b e t t e r  l i g h t  c a n  b e  t h r o w n  o n  th e  fu l l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  

o f  th e  D o m in io n  S ta tu s  th a n  w h a t  is  p r o v i d e d  b y  th e  r e c e n t  n e g o t i a 
t i o n s  o f  the  B r it ish  G o v e r n m e n t  w i t h  I r e la n d ,  A s  y o u  are  a w a r e ,  
th e  a g r e e m e n t ,  in  th e  n a tu r e  o f  a t r e a t y  m a d e  b y  t h e  P r i m e  
M in i s t e r  a n d  his c o - a d ju t o r s  as r e p r e s e n t i n g  th e  B r i t i s h  G o v e r n m e n t  
w i t h  the  Ir ish  P l e n i p o t e n t i a r i e s ,  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  I r e l a n d  shall  h a v e  
th e  c o n s t i tu t i o n a l  s ta tu s  o f  a D o m i n i o n ,  a n d  M r .  L l o y d  G e o r g e  on  
e x p o u n d i n g  the  a g r e e m e n t  b e f o r e  t h e  H o u s e  o f  C o m m o n s  e m p h a s i s e d  
th e  d i f f i c u l ty  a n d  d a n g e r  o f  d e f i n i n g  t h e  D o m i n i o n  s t a t u s  a n d  
c ry s ta l l i s in g  i t s  i m p o r t .  A s  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  i f  a n y  a t t e m p t  w e r e  
m a d e  t o  e n c r o a c h  u p o n  t h e  r ig h t s  o f  I r e la n d  w h i c h  b y  t h e  a g r e e 
m e n t  w as  t o  h a v e  t h e  sa m e  s t a t u s  as t h e  D o m i n i o n s ,  t h e  D o m i n i o n s  
w o u ld  fee l  th a t  t h e ir  o w n  p o s i t i o n  w a s  t h e r e b y  j e o p a r d i s e d ,  a n d  in  
th is  lay  the  g u a r a n t e e  fo r  t h e  s e c u r i t y  a n d  fu l l  f r e e d o m  o f  I r e l a n d ,  
d  Bis D o m in io n  S t a t u s  a l l o w s  o f  as c o m p l e t e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  a n d  S e l f -  
d e v e l o p m e n t  as is c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  n o n  se c e s s io n  f r o m  t h e  E m p i r e .

It  m ay ,  t h e r e fo r e ,  b e  c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  fu l l  
D o m i n i o n  status  w i l l  a l l o w  o f  o u r  fu l l  s e l f - e x p a n s i o n ,  s e l f - r e a l i s a t i o n  
a n d  se l f -assert ion  as a n a t io n .  I  n e e d  n o t  d w e l l  o n  t h e  n e e d  o r  
w i s d o m  o f  m a in t a in in g  t h e  B r i t i s h  c o n n e c t i o n ,  i f  b y  so  d o in g ,  w e  are 
. . o '  in  a n y  w a y  r e ta r d in g  t h e  n a t i o n a l  g r o w t h  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t .  I t  
m a y  10 a lso  said  t h a t  e v e n  th e  m o s t  a r d e n t  a d v o c a t e s  o f  a n  I n d i a n  
r e p u  l i e  in  t h e  p r e s e n t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  d o  n o t  
i n s i s t  o n  it a s  a n  e n d  i n  i t s e l f ,  b u t  w a n t  it a s  t h e y  f e e l  h o p e l e s s  
, o t h e r w i s e  t h e  w r o n g s  t h e y  w i s h  t o  s e e  r e m e d i e d  w i l l  n o t  
b e  s e t  r i g h t  b y  t h e  E m p i r e .

India and the League of Nations.
I n d i a ,  t o o ,  is c o m i n g  in t o  h e r  o w n  in  th o  C o u n c i l s  o f  t h e  

E m p i r e .  S h e  has b e c o m e  a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  L e a g u e  o f  N a t i o n s .  In  
t h e  A s s e m b ly  o f  the  L e a g u e  sh e  has t h e  s a m e  v o t e  as t h e  B r i t i s h  
EropiiP ' a n d  she c a n  " i v e  an i n d e p e n d e n t  v o t e  t o  b o  e x e r c i s e d  in  h e r  
i n t e r e s t s  and  by  h er  c h o i c e .  I n  t h e  la s t  I m p e r ia l  C o n f e r e n c e  h e l d  
in  L o n d o n ,  h er  p a r t  w a s  o n  an e q u a l  f o o t i n g  w i t h  t h e  se l f  g o v e r n i n g  
D o m i n i o n s .  O n  q u e s t i o n s  o f  I m p e r ia l  p o l i c y  r e q u i r i n g  c o m m o n  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  u n i t e d  a c t io n ,  h e r  v o i c e  w a s  g i v e n  t h e  sa m e  
w e i g h t  an d  c o n s id e r a t i o n  as t h e  o t h e r  p a r ts  o f  the  E m p i r e ,  a n d  th e  
m e m o r a b l e  r e s o lu t io n  w a s  s e c u r e d —

The Conference, while re-affirming the resolution of the Imperial War 
Conference of 1018 that each community of tbe Biitish Common-wealth should
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. y cV>î iSlete control of the composition of its own population by t f
on immigration from any of the other communities, recogniJesJjmtJ 

tbep*tfi'.̂ in incongruity between the position of India as an equal member of the 
British Empire and the existence of disabilities upon British Indians lawfully 
domiciled in some other parts of the Empire. The Conference, accordingly, is 
of the opinion that in the interest of the solidarity of the British Common-wealth 
it is desirable that the right of such Indians to citizenship should be recognised.

I t  w a s  t o  t h e  l a s t i n g  d i s c r e d i t  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a  t h a t  h e r  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  w o u l d  n o t  j o i n  in  t h is  r e s o l u t i o n ,  b u t  i t  s e r v e s  t o  
e m p h a s i s e  t h e  v i e w  t h a t  t h e  in t e r e s t s  o f  I n d i a  w i l l  r e c e i v e  d u e  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a t  th e  h a n d s  o f  the  s e l f - g o v e r n in g  D o m i n i o n s  ,'as a 
w h o le ,  a n d  as sh e  g a in s  in  s ta tu s  a n d  a t ta in s  a  f o o t i n g  o f  e q u a l i t y  
w i t h  th e  o t h e r  D o m i n i o n s  she w i l l  b e  a b le  t o  c o m p l e t e l y  h o l d  h e r  
o w n .  I n d i a  is  a lso  r e p r e s e n t e d  a t  th e  W a s h i n g t o n  C o n f e r e n c e .  I t  
is t r u e  t h a t  h e r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  d o e s  n o t  s t a n d  in  th e  sa m e  r e la t io n  t o  
h e r  th an  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e s  f r o m  the  o t h e r  D o m i n i o n s  d i d ,  arid 
t h a t  i t  is n o t  b y  t h e  v o t e  o f  t h e  p e o p le  t h a t  he  w a s  s e n t  as h e r  
r e p r e s e n ta t iv e .  B u t  t h a t  d e f e c t  d o e s  n o t  t a k e  a w a y  f r o m ,  b u t  o n l y  
a c c e n t u a t e s ,  th e  fu l l  i m p o r t  o f  t h e  D o m i n i o n  s ta tu s .  W i t h  H i s  
H ig h n e s s  th e  M a b a r a o  o f  C u t c h ,  the  R i g h t  H o n ’ b le  M r .  S r e e n i v a s a  
S a s t r i  has p a sse d  th e  c a se  fo r  I n d ia  w i t h  t a c t  an d j f i r m n e s s  w h e n e v e r  
ho h a d  th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d o  so. H o  has e n h a n c e d  t h o  r e p u t a t i o n  
o f  I n d ia  a m o n g s t  t h e  n a t io n s  o f  th e  w o r l d  a n d  he is  e n t i t l e d  t o  th e  
g r a t i t u d e  o f  th e  c o u n t r y .

Council and Growth of Conventions
A t  t h is  s ta g e  I  d o  n o t  p r o p o s e  d i s c u s s in g  t h o  m e a s u r e s  o f  

r e s p o n s ib le  g o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  th e  c o u n t r y  has b a d  u n d e r  t h e  R e f o r m e d  
C o u n c i l s .  I t  is  p e r t i n e n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  t o  d r a w  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  b y  th e  g r o w t h  o f  c o n v e n t i o n s  a  la r g e  m e a s u r e  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
c o u ld  b e  s e c u r e d .  C o n v e n t i o n s  a r e  i n  c o n s o n a n c e  w i t h  t h e  g e n iu s  
a n d  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e y  a l l o w  fu l l  a d v a n t a g e  
b e i n g  t a k e n  o f  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  g a t h e r e d  f r o m  t h e  a c t u a l  w o r k i n g  o f  
in s t i tu t io n s .  T h e y  a d m i t  o f  t h e  e a sy  r e c t i f y i n g  o f  a n y  e r r o r s  t h e y  
m a y  h a v e  b e e n  c o m m i t t e d  a n d  t h e y  d o  n o t  n e e d  t h e  e l a b o r a t e  
p r o c e d u r e  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  h a v in g  s t a t u t o r y  a l t e r a t i o n s .  A l r e a d y ,  as 
y o u  are a w a r e ,  t h e y  are  b e g i n n i n g  to  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  in  o u r  R e f o r m e d  
L e g is la tu r e ,  T h e  re fu s a l  o f  t h o  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  f o r  I n d i a  t o  
in t e r fe r e  w i t h  th e  r e s o lu t i o n  o f  th e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y  o n  L o r d  
L y t t o n ’ s I n d i a n  S t u d e n t s ’ C o m m i t t e e  is a  n o t e - w o r t h y  ca se  b e a r in g  
o u  th is  q u e s t i o n  o f  c o n v e n t i o n s ,

Tho Real Fascination of Mr. Gandhi's Movement
1 shall  not. b e  ju s t i f i e d  in  m e r e ly  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  w e a k n e s s e s  

o f  t h e  N o r  c o -o p e r a t i o n  m o v e m o n t ,  T h e r e  c a n  b e  n o  d o u b t  t h a t  l he 
movement has g r e a t  fa s c i n a t i o n  fo r  th e  m asse s  a n d  e v e n  th o  d e s s e s

( $ (  THE P l i E S l L K M l A L  ADDRESS  I  O i r i



f (  national  l i b e r a l  federation  [ALL&mrn
\ m /ty ^ m e n t  has c o m e  t o  s t a y .  T h e  a p p e a l  to  s o u l - f o r c e  t r a f y l s  , 

^he h ig h  m o r a l  p e d a s ta l  t h a t  has b e e n  ho lei o u t ,  t h e  
\ 4 i l u ® B e n c e — 1 h a d  a lm o s t  sa id  th e  c o c k - s u r e n e s s — w i t h  w h i c h  t h e  

g o a l  ir p r o m is e d  t o  b e  r e a c h e d ,  th e  l i g h t n i n g  r a p i d i t y  w i t h  w h i c h  i t  
is  sa id  S w a r a j  is t o  b e  a t t a i n e d ,  t h e  g r e a t  p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  M a h a t m a  
G a n d h i ,  his  sa in t ly  l i fe ,  h is  t r a n s p a r e n t  se l f le s sn ess ,  a n d  t h e  r e a d y  
a n d  u n q u e s t i o n in g  s u b m is s i o n  t h a t  he  is  ab le  t o  c o m m a n d  a t  t h e  
h a n d s ' o f  m ost ,  i f n o t  all , o f  his  fo l l o w e r s ,  all h a d  n o  d o u b t  t h e ir  
m a te r ia l  share  in t h e  s p r e a d  o f  t h e  m o v e m e n t  a n d  c o n t r i b u t e d  la r g e ly  
t o  d e e p e n  its h o ld  o n  t h e  p o p u l a r  i m a g i n a t i o n .  B u t  w h e n  a l l  is 
sa id  t h a t  can  b e  sa id ,  i t  m u s t  b e  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  th e  e n t h u s i a s m  fo r  i t  
n o w  so m u c h  in e v i d e n c e  is  n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  f i c t i t i o u s  a n d  i t  w i l l  be  
fo u n d  to  possess  a r e s i d u u m  u n d o u b t e d l y  g e n u i n e  w h i c h  w i l l  n o t  
d i s a p p e a r  w i t h  th e  m e r e  m a r c h  o f  t im e  o r  c h a n g e  o f  l e a d e r s h ip ,
I t  b e h o v e s  us , t h e r e fo r e ,  t o  r e fe r  t o  th e  c a u s e s  t h a t  l e d  t o  th e  
m o v e m e n t .

The Khilafat
T h e  K h i l a f a t  q u e s t i o n  u s h e r e d  in  t h e  m o v e m e n t .  Y o u  are  

a m il ia r  w i t h  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  I t  is  e v i d e n t  t h a t  o u r  
M u s s a . a n  b r e t h r e n  h a v e  g r e a t  c a u s e  f o r  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  th e  
m a n n e r  in w h ic h  th e  B r i t i s h  G o v e r n m e n t  h a v e  d e a l t  w i t h  i t .  T h e  
G o v e r n m e n t  of  I n d ia  are  sa t i s f ie d  t h a t  t h e  I n d i a n  M u s s a lm a n s  h a v e  
a ] ®  g n w a n c e ,  H i s  H i g h n e s s  th e  A g a  K h a n  a n d  t h e  R i g h t  H o n ’ b le  
k , m ir  A h ,  to  m e n t i o n  o n ly  t w o  h o n o u r e d  n a m e s ,  are  a t  o n e  
W1 ?  lcSt ° f  th e  M u s l i m  o p i n i o n .  U n p r e j u d i c e d  E u r o p e a n s  w h o  
poa«eaa in t im a te  k n o w l e d g e  o f  M u h a m a d a n  p r o b l e m s  a n d  h i s t o r y  a n d  
v, o  c o m m a n d  th e  d e t a c h m e n t  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  f o r m i n g  c o r r e c t  j u d g -  
E n cn .8’ 1 ' 'e _ S ir  T h e o d o r e  M o r r i s o n ,  s u p p o r t  it . A n g l o - I n d i a n  
o p i n i o n ,  oo ,  is in its  f a v o u r  a n d  t h e  H i n d u  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  
ot. fi  b a ®s o f  o p in io n  ba3 c o n s i s t e n t l y  s u p p o r t e d  i t .  T h e r e  is n o  

e r0 l ice  a m o n g »t  the  M u s s a lm a n s  t h e m s e l v e s .  T h e  S h i a s  a n d  th e  
t su n u is  aro n a g r e e m e n t .  I t  is  n o t  th e  b o d y  k n o w n  as t h e  K h i l a f a t i s t  
® o n  ■ r,‘ l ‘ e °  ^ Je w ron g .  R e c e n t l y ,  t h e r e  w a s  a  d e p u t a t i o n  o f  t h e  
M u s l i m  c o m m u n i t y  t h a t  w a i t e d  o n  H ,  E .  t h e  V i c e r o y .  I t  w a s  n o t  

o Pttl'tiaal ag ita tO M . I w i l l  q u o t e  o n e  s e n t e n c e  in  the  
Qey say : W e  d e e m  f t  o u r  p a r a m o u n t  d u t y  that, th e  

? ; e R .?l‘.l0,w , r 8e  o f  8U0' 1 r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  ( t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  t o  
m i is i G o v e r n m e n t  b y  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  o n  t h e  M u ssa l  

m a n  e e . i n g ;  is n o t  a t  i c a n n o t  b e  a  s o u r c e  o f  c o m f o r t  t o  t h e  I n d ia n  
, '  'll ^ e i r  r e l i g i o u s  s o r r o w s . ”  I t  s h o w s  t h a t  t h e  i r o n  has

nn circ in o t h o  sou l  ° f  e v e n  th o s e  w h o s e  lo y a l t y  is u n q u e s t i o n a b l e .
e ’ fe t ich  G o v e r n m e n t  has a r r i v e d  a t  a  s e t t l e m e n t  w i t h  th e  

A n g o r a  G o v e r n m e n t  w h i c h  a p p e a r s  to  b e  g e n e r a l ly  a c c e p t a b le  t o  the  
M u h a m m a d a n  w o r l d .  1 h e r o  is a  s t r o n g  a n d  w id e s p r e a d  im p r e s s i o n

‘ eoi^\
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 ̂ * ^ 'S (l U0s t i o n ,  s a t i s fa c t o r y  t o  t h e  I n d i a n  M u s s a l t a s J i J ^
G o v e r n m e n t .  I t  w i l l  n o t  d o  f o r  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  

I n d i a  t o  m e r e l y  sa y  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  d o n e  t h e i r  b e s t  b y  m a k i n g
n e c e s s a r y  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  C a b i n e t .  T h e  G o v e r n m e n t  
o f  I n d i a  is  an  o r g a n i c  u n i t y  w i t h  th e  B r i t i s h  G o v e r n m e n t .  T h e  
a c t  t h a t  t h e y  r e c o g n i s e  t h e  j u s t i c e  o f  M u s s a lm a n  o p i n i o n  o u g h t  t o  

be  a  r e a so n  f o r  e n h a n c i n g  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  in  s e e i n g  t h a t  t h e  
. s sa lm a n  c l a i m s  are  v i n d i c a t e d .  I t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e s i s t  t h e  
i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  th e  B r i t i sh  C a b i n e t ,  o r  a t  a n y  r a t e ,  M r .  L l o y d  
G e o r g e  a n d  th o s e  w h o  s u p p o r t  h im ,  are  u n d e r  th e  i d e a  t h a t  w i t h  
su f f ic ien t  p r e s s u r e  b r o u g h t  t o  b e a r  o n  th e  I n d i a n  M u s s a l m a n s  t h e i r  
a g i t a t io n  f o r  th e  r e d r e s s  o f  th e  K h i l a f a t  w r o n g  w i l l  w a n e  a n d  f in a l ly  

^ a p p e a r ,  I f  t h a t  b e  so  t h e y  are  u n d o u b t e d l y  in e r ro r .  T h e  s o r e  
as a l r e a d y  b e e n  a l l o w e d  t o  fo s t e r  l o n g  a n d  a n y  f u r t h e r  d e l a y  iri 

i c a l i n g  i t  w i l l  l e a d  t o  m o s t  s e r i o u s  o o n s e q u e n c e s .
The Punjab Wrongs.

T h e  n e x t  w r o n g  t h a t  le d  t o  t h e  m o v e m e n t  is t h e  P u n j a b  
t r a g e d y .  S i r  W i l l i a m  V i n c e n t  has c a l l e d  i t  a n  u n h a p p y  e p i s o d e  in 
t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  B r i t i s h  I n d i a .  A n  i n d e l i b l e  s ta in  h a s  b e e n  l e f t  o n  
th e  fa ir  fa m e  o f  B r i ta in ,  a n d  i t  w i l l  t a k e  y e a r s ,  i f  n o t  d e c a d e s  
b e f o r e  th e  m e m o r y  o f  t h a t  t r a g e d y  is w i p e d  o u t  f r o m  t h e  I n d i a n  
M in d .  I sh a r e  t h e  v i e w  t h a t  t h e  p u n i s h m e n t  i n f l i c t e d  o n  t h e  
d e l i n q u e n t s  w a s  n o t  a d e q u a t e ,  T h e  d e v e l o p m e n t s  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  
a l t o g e t h e r  d i f f e r e n t  a n d  th e  s i t u a t i o n  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  c o n s i d e r a b l y  
e a se d  if  a t  tho  in i t ia l  s t a g e s  tho  G o v e r n m e n t  h a d  t h e  s t a t e s m a n s h i p  
to  a c k n o w l e d g e  t h e  w r o n g  t h a t  has b e e n  c o m m i t t e d ,  in  t h e  s a m o  
w a y  as th e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  p e o p le  o n  t h e i r  p a r t  r e g r e t t e d  
Jr-9 un ° b  0 x o e s s e s  t b a t  l e d  t o  the  G o v e r n m e n t  r e p r is a ls .  H i s  R o y a l  

ig h n e s s  t h e  D u k e  o f  C o n n a u g h t  h a s  a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  o f
adornnH  f 0 r g 8 t a 1n d . f o r g i v e  an d  t h o  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y  h a s  a l r e a d y  
a d o p t e d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  a f t e r  a fu l l  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n  Tt is

t h a t t £ a t  W 0 . ce i ise  t o  c h e r is h  a n d  h a rp  o n  t h e  g r i e v a n c e . ’ N o w  
< I 10 e n o r m i t y  0 f t h e  w r o n g s  d o n e  has b e e n  a d m i t t e d  a n d  g r i e f  

as  b e e n  e x p r e s s e d  t h e r e f o r e  in  u n q u a l i f i e d  t e r m s ,  w e  w o u l d  d o  w e l l  
l o o k  f o r w a r d  a n d  n o t  b a c k w a r d .  W i t h  t h e  l a p s e  o f  t i m e  th 

f i f f icu lty  o f  p u n i s h i n g  t h e  o f f e n d e r s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  t r a g e d y  is 
i n c r e a s e d  I t  is s t i l l  p o s s ib le  o f  c o u r s e ,  as i n d e e d  h a s  b e e n  p r o -  

i s e d ,  t h a t  t h e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  p a y a b le  t o  t h e  I n d i a n s  w h o  stiff, r e d  
s h o u ld  b e  c a l c u l a t e d  o n  a  l ib e r a l  bas is .  I t  i s  a l s o  p o s s i b l e  f o r  th o  
cases  b e in g  r e c o n s i d e r e d  o f  t h o s e  w h o  w e r o  t h e  r e c i p i e n t s  o f  s p e c ia l  
M a r k s  o f  G o v e r n m e n t  a p p r e c i a t i o n  a n d  f a v o u r  w i t h  a  v i e w  " t o  

o o id e  in  t h o  l i g h t  o f  th e  fu l l  fa c t s  n o w  a v a i la b le  h o w  fa r  s u c h  
r e c o g n i t i o n  w a s  d e s e r v e d .  In  t h e  final  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  a b o v e
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1;  Vm fC^gr 'V ‘C o n s id e r a t i o n  o f  p r e s t i g e  o u g h t  n o t  t o  b e  a l l o w a b l y

W # 9/  k ; A  j
.■&£/  Podanur Tragedy

O u r  care  m u s t  b e  t o  see  t h a t  i t  is  m a d e  i m p o s s i b l e  t h a t  s u c h  
o c c u r r e n c e s  s h o u ld  o c c u r .  W e  m a y  n o w  f e e l  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h i s  
o b j e c t  has b e e n  s e c u r e d .  I n  th is  c o n n e c t i o n ,  r e f e r e n c e  is m a d e  t o  
t h e  P o d a n u r  t r a g e d y .  A  s e r i o u s  b l u n d e r  has b e e n  c o m m i t t e d ,  
a l m o s t  c r im in a l ,  in  t h e  n e g l i g e n c e  a n d  t h o u g h t l e s s n e s s  t h a t  i t  
re v e a ls .  T h o s e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  b l u n d e r  d e s e r v e  s e v e r e  p u n i s h 
m e n t  a n d  i t  is e x p e c t e d  t h e y  w i l l  g e t  i t .  T h e  C o m m i t t e e  a p p o i n t 
e d  r e p o r t  o n  the  m a t t e r  h a s  n o t  y e t  s u b m i t t e d  i t s  r e p o r t  a n d  
it  w il l  be  p r e m a t u r e  t o  f u r t h e r  e n l a r g e  o n  t h e  s u b je c t .  T h a n k s  t o  
lo ca l  cau ses ,  th e  a n g le  o f  v i s i o n ,  sa id  t o  h a v e  c h a n g e d  in  s e v e r a l  
o t h e r  parts  o f  I n d i a  a n d  p a r t i c u la r ly  in  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a ,  
has n o t  p e r c e p t i b l y  c h a n g e d  in  m y  p r o v i n c e  ; t h e  b u r e a u c r a c y  h a s  
n o t  b e e n  v i s i b l y  w e a k e n e d  in  p o w e r ,  n o r  has prestige l o s t  i ts  g r i p  
o n  the  a d m in i s t r a t i o n .  B u t  a t r u e  r e g a r d  f o r  fa c t s  w i l l  n o t ,  in  a n y  
w a y ,  ju s t i f y  t h e  p la c in g  o f  t h e  P o d a n u r  t r a g e d y  o n  a  p a r  w i t h  t h o  
I n  11j a b  t r a g e d y ,  o r  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  i t  r e v e a l s  t h e  s a m e  m e n t a 
l i t y  o n  the  p a r t  o f  t h e  a d m in i s t r a t o r s  as t h e  P u n j a b  t r a g e d y  d i d .

Liberal Party and Reform Scheme.
A s  y o u  are  a w a r e ,  t h e  s u p p o r t  b y  t h e  L i b e r a l  P a r t y  o f  t h e  

R e f o r m  S c h e m e  u n d e r  t h e  n e w  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  A c t  w a s  n o t  
d u o  to  th e ir  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e  v i e w  t h a t  I n d i a n s  w e r e  u n f i t  f o r  
r e s p o n s i b l e  G o v e r n m e n t  in  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  c o n d i t i o n .  T h e y  r e c o g -  
I l lse . k ® M easu re  o f  r e s p o n s i b l e  G o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  t h e  S c h e m e  
c o n t a i n e r , a n d  w e r e  p r e p a r e d  t h a t  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  e f f o r t s  s h o u l d  b e  
in a  o t o  w o r k  it fo r  all i t  w a s  w o r t h ,  s o  a 3 t o  d i s p e l  t h o  fea r  o f  t h o s e  
t h a t  w e r e  o n o s t ly  i n c l i n e d  t o  d o u b t  o u r  f i tn e ss  f o r  se l f  G o v e r n m e n t .  
C o - o p e r a  ion  w h e r e v e r  p o s s ib l e  a n d  o p p o s i t i o n  w h e n e v e r  n e e d e d  has 
b e e n  o u r  m o t t o .

.. • - / i t r , - ; i ! ' - ' o n . ' s g e n e r a l  t h a t  t h o  R e f o r m e d  L e g i s l a t u r e s  h a v e  
-  13 , • y j ^ t ' f i e d  th e  e x p e c t a t i o n s  f o r m e d  o f  t h e m ,  M o s t  o f
* 9 ri ’ o v e r n m e » t 8 ,  if n o t  a ll , a s s o c i a t e  t h e  M i n i s t e r s  w i t h
y ' V ^ ’ ts ve C o u n c i l l o r s  in  t h e i r  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  o n  t h e  R e s e r v e d  
j u ■)e c  80 A iat u n i t a r y  s y s t e m  is  iu  p r a c t i c a l  o p e r a t i o n  o n  a 
i U 6 A i 1  H i  lass an a u t h o r i t y  t h a n  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  L e g is lu -  

• V - ' y  ha3 v i e w e d  m o s t : f a v o u r a b l y  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a 
t e  rn , y.  i bu caso  o f  t h e  Legislative A s s e m b l y  is s p e c ia l ly

t n / t in i  *l | V t 0  m a t t e r s  a l f o c t i n g  A l l - I n d i a  A d m i r d s -
‘ , / ' '  lUI< he C e n t r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  d o e s  n o t  p o s s e s s  e v e n  t h o  

um c icu iu  o c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  e l e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  
G o v e r n m e n t s  p o sse t s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  M r.  W h y t e  t h e  A s s e m b l y  has 
b e e n  an a l m o s t  u n q u a l i f i e d  s u c c e s s  a n d  t h e  b o d y  h a s  s h o w n  a
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\ - .\  c& f >ri^ l sen3e ° /  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  w h i c h  is i ts  m o s t  r e a s s u r in g  f a a ^ i a  1 
t 0  h , m ’ t h e  p r o b l e m  p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  c o n j u n c t i o n  o f  an  

M s r a n i o / a b l e  e x e c u t i v e  w i t h  a  la rge  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  r e T n o n s ib l e  
m a jo r i t y  w o u l d  b e c o m e  r ip e  fo r  t r e a t m e n t  l o n g  b e f o r e  t h e  t o n  
p r e s c r i b e d  b y  th e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d ia  A c H o r  t h e at o i Z e T o [  
a c o m m i s s i o n  to  e n q u i r e  i n t o  t h e  w o r k i n g  o f  th e  s y s t e m  o f  G o v e r n ,  
m e n t  o f  I n d i a  a r e  o v e r .  Y o u  k n o w  the  r e s o l u t i o n  u l t i m a t e l y  a d o n te d "  
b y  th e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y  o n  th is  q u e s t i o n .  I w o u l d  o n l y  r e f e r  
t o  a f e w  p o in ts .  T h e  w i l l i n g n e s s  o f  the  L i b e r a l  P a r t y  t o  w o r k  fh n  
D e f o r m e d  C o u n c i l s  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  t a k e n  t o  m e a n  t h a t  t h e v  w e r e  
sa t i s f ie d  w i t h  t h e  m e a s u r e  o f  r e s p o n s ib l e  G o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  
g r a n t e d ,  n o r  t h a t  t h e y  d o  n o t  d e s i r e  a d v a n c e .

T h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g  o f  th e  P r o v i n c i a l  a n d  C e n t r  1
L e g is la t u r e s  s h o w s  t h a t  fu l l  p o w e r s  if e n t r u s t e d  t o  t h e m  w i l l  01 \ 
h e ig h te n  t h e i r  s e n s e  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  e x c e p t  in  c a s e s  w h e r e  loca^l 
a n d  t e m p o r a r y  c a u s e s  m a y  s e r v e  as d e f l e c t i n g  fa c t o r s .  N o w  t h a t  
D o m i n i o n  s t a t u s  is  r e c o g n i s o d  as th e  g o a l ,  t h e r e  is n o  r e a s o n  wh 
a p p r o x i m a t i o n  t o  i t  s h o u ld  be  d e l a y e d  w h e n  o n c e  th e  c a p a c i t y  o f  t l  ^ 
P e o p le  is p r o v e d  e q u a l  t o  it. M r .  M o n t a g u  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  p o i n t e l  
o u t  t h a t  t h e  w o r k i n g  o f  th e  e l e c t o r a t e  is an i m p o r t a n t  c o n s i d e r a t e  °  
N o  d o u b t  i t  is . T h e r a  c a n  be  n o  q u e s t i o n ,  h o w e v e r  t h V t k '  
p o l i t i c a l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  p e o p le  os  a  w h o l o  h a s  ben f  1 
a w a k e n e d  a n d  t h a t  an '  i n t e l l i g e n t  a n d  d i s c r i m i n a t i n g  jJ !  6 e p  y  
t a k e n  b y  t h e  m asses  o n  th e  d o i n g s  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t '  
w o r k i n g  o f  p o p u la r  in s t i t u t i o n s .  I n d i a  t o - d a y  is n o t  t h e  f V  ^ 
o v e n  a  d e c a d e  a g o .  W h o r e  t h e  m asses  are  l i k e l y  t o  g o  - " f  ^  • 
w h e n  s o m e  g r e a t  i n j u s t i c e  is d o n e  a n d  th e  G o v e r n m e n t  f o r  'T r0 , 'e  13 
o f  i ts  o w n ,  is u n w i l l i n g  t o  a c k n o w l e d g e  a n d  r e p a i r  t h e  w r o n g 80" ?  
shall  n o t  h a z a r d  a n y  r e m a r k s  o f  m y  o w n  as t o  t h e  H ir e r t i  k' ■ 
w h i c h  a l t e r a t i o n s  s h o u ld  b e  m a d e  w h ic h  d o u b t l e s s  w i l l  r n c e iv  ° " 8 
fu l i  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  F u l l  f in an c ia l  c o n t r o l  s h o u l d  h e  y ° l ' r
p o p u la r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  in  t h o  P r o v in c ia l  a n d  C e n t r a l  1 . . - , i  f°  °
a n d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  has t o  b e  s e r i o u s ly  c o n s i d e r e d  w h n t l , ^  ' " ' i ' ’
th e  C e n t r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  i t  is n e c e s s a r y  t o  g o  t h r o u g h  the, t e 'iU  9 
t h a t  th e  P r o v i n c e s  are  n o w  p a ss in g  t h r o u g h  v i z  d v a r c h v  
v i e w  t o  f il l! r e s p o n s i b l e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  e s p e c ia l l y  as it  w j]i . * • a
t o  p r o c u r e  t h e  a l t e r a t i o n  o f  th e  s t a t u t e  b y  t h e  B r i t i s h  P a r l i a m e n t " 1' 0 

T e m p e r a n c e  M o v e m e n t  Legit im ate

The temperance movement is taking tho form of total absiineno
li- ia n groat,  m is t a k e ,  b o w e v o r ,  t o  m a k e  i t  a  p o l i t i c a l  t n o v e m c ' V  
I ho e f f o r t s  o f  th o  N o n  00 o p e r a t o r s  in  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  h a v e  m m  w u n  ’ 

U r g o  m e a s u r e  o f  suncosg,  It is b o o m is o  t h e  m o v e m e n t ,  i t s e l f  is p o p u la r *  
P r o h i b i t i o n  is b o u n d  t o  c o m e  w h e t h e r  w i t h  o r  w i t h o u t  lo c a l  o p t i o n
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' • \ !f  'th ait way resting-house. The excise rovenue can not b e ^ b il , 

counted upon. The financial statement for 1921-22 shows tbalTior 
vSSbejwhole of the country it is close upon 20 crores. In my province, 

according to the latest figures, an estimated revenue of 556 lakhs has 
already shrunk by about 80 lakhs, and I have no doubt that the 
other provinces are undergoing similar experiences. The Indian 
hxebequer has lost nearly six crores of rupees a year on account of 
the anxiety of the Government to reclaim the Chinese from the 
opium habit, though the object appears to bo doubtful of attainment. 
With this example before them it is not strange that the Indian 
people should insist that, far from meeting with disapproval, any 
fctfort of theirs should have the practical sympathy of the Government.

Ibeloss of revenue is no doubt inevitable and it has to bo 
met, and this question requires very serious consideration where 
even after retrenchment in expenditure a deficit remains, by relying 
on the general prosperity of the people who will be benefitted by 
prohibition. There is nothing in the movement taken to put down 
drink that is specially the function of the Non-co-operator. Picketting 
13 no. (I°ubt practised. It is remarkable,—I am speaking of such 
experience as 1 have in my own province,— that it is attended with so 
litt 6 violence ; ir. is a testimony to the preparednoss of the people 
°q ! 6 movement, There is no doubt of the intimate connection of 

piL "et ing with the diminution of the excise revenue ; those who 
prac lse it are objects of persecution by the officers of the Govern
ment, and the unpopularity of the administration is of course the 
consequence, I be best course to bo adopted is not to identify the 
movomen with the Non-co-operator ; not to attach any special 
agadn^drii l-° ^  e^orts the Non-co-operator when devoted

^ 3e °f Sections 108 and 144 Unjustified

t thTBhrr^ T 0r? £ nder 86°ti°" 108 and section 144 of the provisions 
0 ii-nnae of r rocedur0 Code have been freely availed of for the 
^  the orov s nP " f  the. activities of fh0 No” co-operators. The use 
P such " 80. section 144 for political purposes is anew policy.
lira such use i ? e,,C0“  1 I,ossess in my province it may be stated 
cf seP Ihn g6nerally Ur,câ e  ̂ ôr- In by far tbe largest number 
from takine n a^ '80"8 who.m tbe orcler is directed- eithor to abstain 
ClVJBB whv iJ -i, ’ ? ,a meoJlng or t0 cease from picketting or to show
it with the result̂ th t°tK flnd B0Curity for keeping the peace, disobey 
must of fturh at con8e(3ue,,tial provisions are applied. In

no defe'‘ce is entered and the accused prefer the 
fc a far S PayT ntJ0f fi" e where fine is imposed. There is, [

' ’ a . r,ead,ness °» Part of the executive officers to
1 advantage of tboso provisions of law, a readiness which i



TH R  P R K S ID B N T IA L  ' iD h R E S S  C r f f i
( '  (  e , ^ S r ye* f  b y  t h e  d e t e r m i n e d  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h o s e  t o  w h o m  r k W  Jjre 

" - a p p b e d  N o t  t o  m a k e  a d e f e n c e .  I v e n t u r e  t o  k t B i f c J
X ^ ^ ^ ^ t n y m a n y  o f  th e s e  c a se s ,  i f  t h e  p r o s e c u t i o n  w i t n e s s e s  w e r e  d u l y  

^ e x a m i n e d  a n d  t h e  a c c u s e d  e n t e r e d  u p o n  t h e i r  d e f e n c e  o r  
a v a i l e d  t j o m s e l v e s  o f  t h e  o t h e r  fa c i l i t i e s  o p e n  t o  t h e n  u n d e r  t h e  la w ,  

ne  r e s u l t s  o f  th e  t r ia ls  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  d i f f e r e n t .  B u t  i t  s u i t s  t h e  
n o n - c o - o p e r a t o r s  t o  a c t  as t h e y  are  d o i n g  ; in  fa c t ,  i t  is  t h e  v e r y  t h i n g  
t h a t  t h e y  w a n t .  T h o u g h  I  a d m i t  t h a t  i t  is v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  
e x e c u t i v e  o ff icers ,  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  p o l i c e ,  t o  k e e p  a  c o o l  h e a d  in  
th e s e  t r y i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  t h e  h i g h e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  a n d  
th e  G o v e r n m e n t  d e m a n d  t h a t  g r e a t  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  e x e r -  
cir,od in  t h o  is su e  o f  o r d e r s  u n d e r  s e c t i o n s  1 0 8  a n d  1 4 4  o f  t h e  
G r im in a l  P r o c e d u r e  C o d e  in  t h e  l a u n c h i n g  o f  p r o c e e d i n g s  so  as  t o  
r e d u c e  t h e m  t o  a m i n i m u m .

O u r  d u t y  in  th e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  is t o  h e l p  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  in  
all t h e i r  l e g i t i m a t e  e f f o r t s  t o  u p h o l d  p e a c e  a n d  o r d e r  a n d  p r e s s  u p o n  
t h e m  t h e  n e e d  f o r  g r e a t  t a c t  a n d  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  in  t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  
t h e i r  o r d i n a r y  p o w e r s  u n d e r  t h e  la w .  W h e n  t h e  N o n - c o - o p e r a t o r  
h n d s  t h a t  he  d o e s  n o t  e x c i t e  a t t e n t i o n ,  t h e  m o v e m e n t  w i l l  
u n d o u b t e d l y  r e c e i v e  a s e t - b a c k .

I  m a y  p o i n t  o u t  a lso  t h a t  n o  o n e  n e e d  b e  an  o b j e c t  o f  s p e c ia l  
a t t e n t i o n ,  e s p e c ia l l y  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  p o l i c e  o f f icers ,  s i m p l y  b e c a u s o  h o  
p r e a c h e s  o r  h e lp s  t h e  use  o f  s p i n n i n g  w h e e l  o r  w e a r s  w h a t  is  c a l l e d  
f h e  G a n d h i  o r  S w a r a j  c a p  o r  u s e s  K h a d d e r .  T h e  s p i n n i n g  w h e e l  as  
s n e b  h a s  n o  p o l i t i c a l  c o m p l e x i o n  a b o u t  i t  a n d  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  w o u l d

d “ ! ! j  ^ V° r o ® i t  f r o m  P ° litioa  b y  c e a s i n S  t 0  h a v e  i t  t h e  e x c e s s i v e  
i r e a d  t h a t  i t  has a t  p r e s e n t .

Hartal & H. R. H. The Prince’s Visit

t u r n  Bt h a ° t \ I  1 haV0 t 0 , Bay a f e w  w o r d s  o n  t h e  g r a v e
c o u n t r y  n o t  " h 3 h a ' ’ e . t a k « n - \ am s u re  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  in  ( h e  
S i t  i h a t  t h e  8ed  l:y  t h e  g , T 0Ur 0 f  N o n - c o - o p e r a t i o n ,  w i l l
th e  is o f  H i s Prr 8t 1 r ; 0 u Pr0Clr o a H a r t a l  011 t h e  d a y s o f  
c o n c e i v e d  in  t h e  h n S ° yar H l 6 hn(eaa th o  p n . . c e  o f  W a l e s  is  n o t  o n e  

H i s  R o v a l  f f i e h n ! >"" 68 3 ° u  R,0 U ' l t r y - L e t  U8 a d m i t  t h a t  
l i o n s  t o ^  inHc S  ’ V1Slt 5 t -P ,a " D6d N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  o b j e c -
t i o n s  t o  i t  in  c e r t a i n  q u a r t e r s .  I t  is  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  
w  t h o fd  h ° 8 p , t a l , t y  *h a * an  o r g a n i s e d  a t t e m p t  s h o u ld  b e  m a d e  t o  
t h e  N  . o  >°mr  i H ’ S 5’ H i g h n e s s  f o r  t h o  p u r p o s e  o f  e v i n c i n g  
th e  N a t i o n s  d is p le a s u r e  t o w a r d s  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t ,  t h a t  h a s  p l a n n e d

I T  T  i f  8m a 6St th B t  C° u ld  h a v e  b e e n  ^ P ^ t e d  f r o m  a n y  
p a n y  in  su ch  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  is  t o  l e a v e  e a c h  o n e  t o  f o l l o w  h i .  o w n
w is h e s  a n d  j u d g m e n t  w i t h o u t  p u t t i n g  a n y  p r e s s u r e  o n  h im .  M r  

! , ?  • r e c o g n i s e  th a t ,  s h o r t  o f  w r i n g i n g  o u t  a n y  r e .o r t n s  a t
m e  p o i n t  o f  t h e  b a y o n e t  in  th e  p r e s e n t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  t h e  s t a t u t o r y

' °%X



NATIONAL LIBERAL FEDERATION [all^ aI ad 
• i f  f f|| p ra t§H i  h e e d e d  fo r  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  c o m p l e t e  Swaraj"- Bias t o  
\ " t h e  B r i t i s h  P a r l ia m e n t ,  a n d  t h e  s w o r d  t h a t  he  tycjb ld  j 

>* *be  s w o r d  o f  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e .  T o  o n e  o f  h is  c l e a r  t h i n k i n g  
^ w - i f e s t ,  be  o b v i o u s  t h a t  ip  p r o c l a i m i n g  a  h a r ta l  o n  t h e  o c c a s i o n  o f  

th e  P r i n c e ’ s v is i t  h e  is  t o u c h i n g  t h e  m o s t  s u s c e p t i b l e  p a r t  in  t h e  
L n g l i s h m e n .  N o  w o n d e r  t h e r e f o r e  t h a t  a d i f f i c u l t  s i t u a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  
th u s  c re a te d .  T h e  - d i f f i c u l t y  h a s  b e e n  e n h a n c e d  b y  t h e  re fu s a l  o f  
M r .  G a n d h i  to  ca l l  a t r u c e  e v e n  if  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o n  i t s  p a r t  is 
p re p a r e d  to  ca ll  o n e .  T h e  p r o c l a i m e d  o b j e c t s  o f  N o n - c o - o p e r a t i o n  
w e r e  the  r ig h t in g  o f  t h e  K h i l a f a t  a n d  th e  P u n j a b  w r o n g s  a n d  th e  
a t ta in m e n t  o f  S w a r a j .  M r .  G a n d h i  h im s e l f  r e c o g n i s e s  in  h is  r e c e n t  
s t a t e m e n t  on  L o r d  B o n a l d s h a y ’ s s p e e c h  t h a t  “ t h e  o n l y  c o n f e r e n c e  
t h a t  can a t  all ava i l  a t  t h is  s t a g e  is a  c o n f e r e n c e  c a l l e d  t o  d e a l  w i t h  
the  cau ses  o f  th o  p r e s e n t  d i s c o n t e n t ,  n a m e ly  t h e  K h i l a f a t  a n d  t h e  
P u n ja b  w r o n g s  a n d  . S w a r a j . ”  I f ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a c o n f e r e n c e  is n e c e ssa ry ,  
i- is im p o s s ib le  t o  e x p e c t  t h a t  t h e  r o s u l t s  o f  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  w i l l  b e  
sat is fa ctory  u n less  in  a c a lm  a t m o s p h e r e  w h i c h  o b v i o u s l y  is  o u t  o f  
th e  q u e s t i o n ,— if, o n  t h e  o n e  h a n d  t h e r e  is t h e  h a rta l ,  a n d  o n  t h e  
01 e r > the  u n r e s t r i c t e d  e x e r c i s e  o f  t h e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  p o w e r s  t h a t  t h e  
e x e c u t iv e  p o s s e s s e s -u n d e r  t h o  s p e c ia l  la w s .  It  has t o  b e  r e m e m b e r e d  
t i.it the  R o u n d  T a b l e  C o n f e r e n c e  p r o p o s e d  m e t  w i t h  t h e  a c c e p t a n c e
0 a 1 c lasses o f  o p i n i o n  s a v e  t h a t  o f  M r .  G a n d h i .  T h e  n a t i o n  is 
nn it e< to  a c o n s id e r a t i o n  a t  h is  h a n d s  e s p e c ia l l y  in  v i e w  o f  th e  a d -  
m l  t e  y great  s u f fe r in g  w h i c h  it  is c a l le d  u p o n  t o  u n d e r g o .  I t  i3
1 i c r v ,m e  ffiost u n |o r t u Ilate t h a t  M r .  G a n d h i  s h o u l d  h a v e  m a d e  th e
re -n  vc he d id  w i th  th e  r e s u l t  t h a t  th e  p r o p o s e d  c o n f e r e n c e  h a d  t o  
te g iv e n  up . T h e  q u e s t i o n  ar ises  w h a t  has n o w  t o  b e  d o n e ?  ], 

v e n  " le  0 ' h i n k  th a t  t h i s  l a t e s t  m o v e  o n  t h e  p a r t  M r .  G a n d h i  w i l l  
g o  a  f f f e a - w a y  t o w a r d s  a l i e n a t in g  t h e  s y m p a t h ie s  o f  th o s e  n o t  a l r e a d y  
c o m m i  e to  N o n  c o  o p e r a t i o n  a n d  t h e  d u t y  w i l l  bp  m o r e  la r g e ly  
r e co g n ise c  and a c t e d  u p o n ,  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  th e  p e o p le  t o  u p h o l d  p e a c h  
,in  o r  er. i t  m ay  b e  t h a t  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  in t h e  
a ..ua<iOu w it . i  w h ic h  t h e y  are  fa c e d  vare difficult t o  d i s c h a r g e  ; b u t  i f 

r ' s to  b e  a v o i d e d  i t  b e h o v e s  t h e m  t o  o b s e r v e  all  t h e
C a r e ^  has t ^  b  Poas ' k ' e c o n s i s t e n t l y  w i t h  t h o  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  o r d e r .

, ‘  0 “ 6 ta k e n  t h a t  su ch  m e a s u r e s  as are  e n f o r c e d  a r c  n o t
je  o u t c o m e  o f  panic  and  d o  n o t  d e g e n e r a t e  t o  t e r r o r i s m  o r  r e v e n g e ,  

las t o  r e c o g n i s e d  t h a t  M r .  G a n d h i  a n d  h ia - l i e u t e n a n t s  are  
par pc y  s in ce r e  in  t h e ir  p r o f e s s i o n s  o f  n o n - v i o l e n c e .  T h e i r  e n d e a v 

ors  a v e  m e t  w i t h  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  a m o u n t  o f  su cc e ss .  T h e  f o r c e
c m n o t  b e  i g n o r e d  o f  t h e  c h a l le n g e  tbit M r. G a n d h i  m a k e s ,  “ w h y  
ia v e  n o  a t te m p ts  been  m a d e  t o  p r o v e  a s in g le  ca se  o f  i n t i m i d a t i o n ? , ”  

r e f e r r in g  to  t h e  e v e n t  in  C a l c u t t a  d u r i n g  th e  la s t  te n  d a y s .  T h e  
c o u r s e  t a k e n  b y  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  h a s  th is  c l e m e n t  o f  w e a k n e s s  in  i t



&lii A 1 T E E 'S  S P E E C H
I i  i 9 ® i rs a p r e m i u m  t o  p e r s o n s  a n x i o u s  t o  b e  in t h e  H r S e J f c l j t .
W ^ I S s ^ ° T e iire a r r e s t e d ,  m o r e  c o m e  i n .  T h e  g o a l  is c o n s i d < k 3 B l a J  

x j w a e i ^ f t / f r e e d o m .  N o  h e r o i c  m e a s u r e  c a n  b e  s u g g e s t e d  o n  e i t h e r  
s i d b r '  T h e  arrest, o f  m e n  o f  g r e a t  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y  a n d  o f  u n i m p e a c h 
a b l e  c h a r a c t e r ,  l ik e  L a l a  L a j p a t  R a i ,  M r .  C .  R .  D a s ,  P a n d i t  M at.i la l  
N e h r u  a n d  B a b u  B h a g a w a n  D a s ,  c a n n o t  b e  c o n t e m p l a t e d  w i t h o u t  
f e e l in g s  o f  t h e  v e r y  d e e p e s t  r e g r e t .  T h e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  S e d i t i o u s  
M e e t i n g s  A c t  a n d  t h e  C r i m i n a l  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  A c t  t o  s e v e r a l  
p a r t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  h a s  b e e n  p r o t e s t e d  a g a in s t .  T h e  f a c t s  s o  fa r  
k n o w n  d o  n o t  n e g a t i v e  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  r e l i a n c e  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  
p la c e d  o n  t h e  o r d i n a r y  l a w  o f  t h e  la n d  a n d  t h a t  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  n e e d  
n o t  h a v e  c a l le d  t o  i t s  a id  t b s  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  p o w e r s  i t  p o s s e s s e s  u n d e r  
t h e  s p e c ia l  la w s .  S p e a k i n g  o f  m y  o w n  p r o v i n c e ,  H i s  E x c e l l e n c y  
L o r d  W i l l i n g d o m  a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h a t  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  C r i m i n a l  
L a w  A m e n d m e n t  a c t  to  t h e  P r e s i d e n c y  o f  M a d r a s  w a s  as a  p r e c a u 
t i o n a r y  m e a s u r e .  I t  w a s  n o t  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  a n y  p r o v e d  n e c e s s i t y  
e x i s t e d  j u s t i f y i n g  i t s  e x t e n s i o n .  I t  is  q u e s t i o n a b l e  w h e t h e r  a h e a r t y  
w e l c o m o  c o u l d  b e  s e c u r e d  to  H i s  R o y a l  H i g h n e s s  t h e  P r i n c e  
o l  W a l e s  b y  t h e  p o l i c y  t h a t  is  n o w  b e i n g  p u r s u e d  w h e n  i t  
has t h e  e f f e c t  o f  f i l l in g  t h e  g a o l s  w i t h  la r g e  n u m b e r s  o f  p e r s o n s  
t h u s  p r e c i p i t a t i n g  t h e  v e r y  s t a t e  o f  a f fa irs  t h a t  M r .  G a n d h i  a n d  
h>s f o l l o w e r s  d e c l a r e d  t h e y  w i s h e d  t o  e x i s t  a n d  w e r e  e a g e r l y  
l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  to. I t  m u s t  b e  d i s t r e s s i n g  in t h e  e x t r e m e  t o  
H i s  R o y a l  H i g h n e s s  t h a t  o n  t h e  o c c a s i o n  o f  h is  v i s i t  a  n u m b e r  
o f  p e r s o n s  s h o u l d  b o  t h r o w n  i n t o  g a o l .  In  t h e  a b o v e  c i r c u m 
s t a n c e s ,  t h o  b e s t  c o u r s e  t o  b e  a d o p t e d  w o u l d  a p p e a r  t o  b e  t o  t r u s t  
t o  th e  o r d i n a r y  l a w  o f  t h e  la n d  a n d  n o t  t o  i n v o k e  t h e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  
p o w e r s  t h a t  m a y  b e  t a k e n  u n d e r  t h e  la w .

h a v e  d o n e ,  M a y  i t  b e  v o u c h s a f e d  t o  u s  a n d  t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  
t h i n k  c o r r e c t l y  a n d  a c t  r i g h t ly .

n a t io n a l  l ib e r a l  f e d e r a t io n
A L L A H A B A D , 29I 'l l  D E C E M B E R  1921 

I he First Resolution—on Reforms,
Sir P. S. Sivaswami Aiyer moved the first resolution :__

Ju view of the experience obtaiuted of the working of the Keforru Act the rapid 
growth <f national consciousness and the strong and growing demand 
among all sections of the people for a fuller control over their destinies 
this Federation strongly urges that:—  ’

(1) Full autonomy should be introduced in the Provincial Governments at the 
end oi the first term of the varous Legislatures, and

(2) As regards the Central Government, nil subjects, except defence form-n 
affairs, relations with Indian States and ecclesiastical affairs, should t* 
transferred to popular control in the Central Government at. the end of u,o
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I \ °f *be Legislative Assembly, subject to such safeguards asVfl^ | e

\\\  Cxj? ' ‘'>rm necessary for the protection of all vested iuterests. ~ J  £

f c a v s s °  h e  sa id  5— T h e  R e f o r m  A c t ,  w h i c h  m a y  b e  s a id  t o  
1 9 1 9  a 3 UCSd th e  " e w  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  era ,  w a s  p a s s e d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f
t h e  P e f n '  ^ F " as t a b e n  t 0  e l a b o r a t e  t h e  r u le s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e  u n d e r

comDletfi ACt’ 3nd tbe yCar that ' S now cotnin8 t0 a close will 
mav hn .°,ne, yaar of existence of the various legislatures. It 
perio 1° falU 1 V - tbe 0,10 year fbat is about to expire is too short a 

. 01 roaking a further demand, and that the onus was largely 
strong 0S° Wt,° mad0 tllat further demand to make out a very 
ope 8 . case *or further steps so shortly after tbe reform has been in 
under h ' ' n tbe ^rst p'ac0’ tb° reform that was introduced 
in maki n . ,e ôrm ^ ct fed short of the demand of the people, and 
was nr,!'8 thlS cdaim we are not putting forward something which 
demu rl ,iPUt *orward originally, but we are simply reiterating the 
it .  ^  Wa\ oriShlally “ ads (Here, here). It has been said,
may h« vT t° be Sald’ thafc our exPerience is not adequate. It
Short > r thafc the fir8fc period ° ‘ one year that ha8 gone by is too 
period , one thl,lg may be fairly said : that is, that during that 
been a ti'l 'aa " 0t been pr?ved fbat the working of the Reforms has 
to be a *  ̂ do npb wish to contend that it has been proved
without - UIjdoubted success. This much at least must be conceded
p r o v e d  t r T  *ear o f  w a n t  o f  m ° d e s t y  t h a t  t h e  w o r k i n g  has n o t  b e e n  

0  oe  a fa i lu r e .

Growth of National Consciousness.
has h e c ^ a 6 ar‘ o t b e r  r e a s ° n  f o r  m a k i n g  t h is  f u r t h e r  d e m a n d .  T h e r e  
a s t ro n g  and g r ° w t b  °*  n a t i o n a l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  ; t h e r o  h a s  b e e n  
c o n t r o f  o v e r  t a , '™ 8  d e m a D d  a m o n 8 a)1 s e c t io n s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  f o r  fu l l  
c a n n o t  possi  1 ° ! "  d e s t l ,flle,s- T b a t  is  an u n d o u b t e d  f a c t  w h i c h
c o n s c io u s n e s s  o r  d l s p u t e d » bufc t b o m e r e  g r o w t h  o f  n a t i o n a l  
h e  euif ic ioiit  i n 8 m c r e  s t r e n g t h  o f  th e  d e m a n d  m a y  n o t  b y  i t s e l f  
f o r e  a d d  a  t l r ( f U p p o rt  t h e  oase  for fu r t h e r  c o n c e s s i o n .  W e  th o r o -  
o f  th e  w o r k in g  nf n ™ a *ori t b a t  in  v i e w  o f  th e  e x p e r i e n c e  o b t a i n e d  
co n c e s s io n s .  * 8 o r m  ^ c f> w e  al'e e n t i t l e d  t o  a s k  f u r t h e r

be  e i t h e r  w i th  rp »  r, a tu r e  ° f  t h a t  e x p e r i e n c e  t T b e  e x p e r i e n c e  m a y  
r e fo r m  o r  w i l l j  . . 0Ur  c a p a c i t y  f o r  s u c c e s s fu l ly  w o r k i n g  th is  
c o n s t i t u t i o n  w h t V n l f  i , 0  fcbe, db.fe c t8  ,n  t b °  m a c h i n e r y  o r  in th e  
A s  re g a rd s  nnr „  ay- b ® r e v e a le d  in  th e  c o u r s e  o f  a c t u a l  w o r k in g ,

n o t  b  e n t u n d  t h a T u T b  f ° r  * o r k i (FDg* 1 b a v e  p o i l ' t e d  ° a t  ‘ b a t  i t  h a ,  
n a  tc& t  ' 6 b a v e  b e e n  f o u n d  w a n t i n g .

. Defects in Existing Machinery.
w o u ld  '’  . K ,  , 1, he  , q,u e s ' icri o f  d 0 f 0 0 f w h i c h  b a v e  b e e n  r e v e a l e d ,  I 
w o u ld  , f e r  to  th o s e  d e f e c t s  in th e  w o r k ! ,  g  w h i c h  are  l i k e l y  t o  b e s t

i



• aiQs-jkr t o  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  t h e m s e l v e s .  S o  far  as p r a c t i c a l  e x p O T f l i iB e  . 
g o e s ,  a n d  I c a n  s p e a k  o n l y  f o r  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y  in  V m o n  
t~ffiSve b e e n  t a k i n g  p a r t ,  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  n o  l a c k  o f  d e s i r e  o n  
t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  to  a c c e d e  t o  t h e  w i s h e s  o f  t h e  
A s s e m b l y  o r  t o  m o u l d  t h e  p o l i c y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  w i s h e s  o f

? t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  U n d o u b t e d l y ,  w o  e x e r c i s e  a  l a r g e  i n f l u e n c e  
a n d  an i n f l u e n c e  g r o w i n g  d a y  b y  d a y ,  a n d  t h a t  is a f a c t  t o  b e  
fu l ly  r e c o g n i s e d  a n d  w e l c o m e d .  O n  th e  o t h o r  h a n d ,  t h e r e  are  
c e r t a i n  d e f e c t s  w h ic h  m i g h t  h a v e  s t r u c k  a n y  i m p a r t i a l  o b s e r v e r  o f  
t h e  A s s e m b l y .  H o w  e x a c t l y  m i g h t  m a t t e r s  s t a n d  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  
l o c a l  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l s  I  a m  n o t  in  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  sa y ,  b u t  i t  i s  
q u i t e  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  t h e  s a m e  d e f e c t s  as h a v e  b e e n  b r o u g h t  t o  l i g h t  
in  t h e  C e n t r a l  L e g is la t u r e  m a y  h a v e  b i e n  b r o u g h t  t o  l i g h t  in  t h e  
w o r k i n g  o f  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  C o u n c i l s .

Want of Organisation
O n o  t h i n g  t h a t  is  n o t i c e a b l o  a b o v e  a ll  o t h e r s  in  t h e  w o r k i n g  o f  

t h e  C e n t r a l  L e g i s l a t u r e s  is  t h e  w a n t  o f  c o  o r d i n a t i o n  a n d  w a n t  o f  
o r g a n i s a t i o n  a m o n g  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  l e g i s la t u r e  a n d  t h e  w a s t e  o f  
t i m e  a n d  e n e r g y  a n d  o f  e f f o r t  t h a t  are  c o n s e q u e n t  u p o n  t h a t  s t a t e  
o f  t h in g s .  R e s o l u t i o n s  aro  o f t e n  p r o p o s e d ,  w i s e  a n d  u n w i s e  ; 
i n t e r p e l l a t i o n s  are  p l i e d  w i t h  r u t h le s s  s e v e r i t y ,  a n d  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  
l e g i s la t u r e  is t a k e n  u p  in  a l l  s o r t s  o f  q u e s t i o n s ,  i m p o r t a n t  o r  u n 
i m p o r t a n t .  S o  fa r  as th e  G o v e r n m e n t  is  c o n c e r n e d ,  a n d  so  fa r  as  
t h e  n o n -o f f i c ia l  m e m b e r s  a r e  c o n c e r n e d ,  i t  is  n o t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e m  
t o  r e g u la t e  t h e  p r o c e d u r e  a n d  e c o n o m i s e  t i m e  a n d  d i r e c t  t h e  
e n e r g i e s  o f  t h e  le g is la tu r e  in t h e  m o s t  f r u i t f u l  c h a n n e l s  a n d  w i t h  
m a x i m u m  o f  g a in  a n d  a d v a n t a g e  t o  th e  c o m m u n i t y .  T h a t  c a n  o n l y  
b e  a c h i e v e d  b y  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n .  I  k n o w  
m e m b e r s  o f  G o v e r n m e n t  h a v e  o f t e n  c o m p l a i n e d  t h a t  i t  is  n o t  
p o s s ib le  f o r  t h e m  t o  say  w h a t  a m o u n t  o f  s u p p o r t  t h e y  c a n  r e l y  u p o n  
in  th e  A s s o m b l y  o r  C o u n c i l  o f  S t a t e .  W h e n e v e r  t h e y  h a v e  to  
i n t r o d u c e  a  l e g i s la t iv e  m o a s u r e  o r  f iscal m o a s u r e  t h e y  h a v o  n o  i d e a s  
as t o  w h a t  s u p p o r t  t h e y  c a n  c o m m a n d .  T h e  G o v e r n m e n t ,  as y o u  
are  a w a r e ,  is n o w  in a  m i n o r i t y  in  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  T h e  o f f i c ia l  
m e m b e r s  w h o  ar e  t h e r e  a n d  th e  n o m i n a t e d  m e m b e r s  w h o  a r e  t h e r e ,  
all  p u t  t o g e t h e r  d o  n o t  g i v e  t h e m  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  a  m a j o r i t y  a t  a l l .  
T h e  e l e c t e d  m e m b e r s  are  in  a m a jo r i t y ,  a n d  in  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a t e  o f  
t h in g s ,  w h o n  t h e r e  is a w a n t  o f  c o h e s i o n  a m o n g  v a r i o u s  e l e c t e d  
m o m b o r 3 ,  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  d o  n o t  k n o w  p r e c i s e l y  w h o r e  t h e y  s t a n d  
a n d  w h a t  a m o u n t  o f  s u p p o r t  t h e y  c a n  g e t .  T h a t  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n t e r 
f e r e s  w i t h  th e  f r a m i n g  o f  p r o p o s a l s  o r  w i t h  t h e  r e a c h i n g  o f  d e f i n i t e  
c o n c l u s i o n s  w i t h  a n y  d e f i n i t e  p r o s p e c t  o f  b a c k i n g  in  t h e  A s s e m b l y .
I  n e e d  n o t  e x p a t i a t e  o n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  as  t o  h o w  fa r  th is  i n t e r f e r e s  
w i t h  th e  su cc e s s fu l  w o r k i n g  o i  t h e  le g is la tu r e s .

■ e°%x
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perhaps be said that the success of party organish^tla i 
^ W P - e e d e  and not succeed the grant of responsible Govern- 

™ent<' 1 am not altogether sure of the soundness of that position, 
t may be quite possible to form party organisations, and I think 

i our duty to have such organisation so that the members of the 
legislature may acquire the habit of acting in concert and in con- 
su ation with each other and acquire the habit of co-operation, of 
1 lspl? lne. and of concerted action. On the other hand, it may be 
a" 133aid that in the peculiar circumstances of this country, in the 
a ^ence of any very shai.p difference of principles, when the whole 

_ne institution, the Assembly or the Legislature, may be said to 
in a state of evolution, the introduction of Responsible Govern- 

thi t  T y heip them t0 be crystallised out of fluid conditions. I 
IK that the grant of Responsible Government may have this 

W h o  pr0olPitati,lg the formation of definite parties which cannot 
noliov P j  Governme|it to determine its programme, to frame its 
tion of an” to g0 forth to the Assembly confident in the expecta- 
tho li:iesSUfPPi?rt' ^bether we shall succeed in forming parties on 
merit m °, , Part’ es in England, or whether our line of develop- 
remote to f '9 t0Wards tlie formation of groups, or both, it is too 
advance r ?recast' Rot whatever may be the particular lines of 
Government j  V° d?ubt that the introduction of Responsible 
of promoting w  th<3 prl" ciple of responsibility will havo the effect 

ng natter organisation.
 ̂ Legislature Fully Representative

c i e n t l y  r e V e ? ! ! ' ! '  t .U  raay b ® s a id  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s la t u r e s  ar e  n o t  suffi-  
G o v t ,  c a n n o t  h «  V8 °, !khe p e o p l e > a n d  t h a t  t h e r e f o r e  R e s p o n s i b l e  
a g a i n s t  the  . 0 f  .a11 t h o  c r i l i c i8 m 8  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  l e v e l l e d
c u t  o f  all , p r o e n j -  ° 0n st , tu fc l° "  t h ,s  s e e m s  t o  m e  t o  b e  t h o  u n k i n d e s t  
h a v e  b e e n  r J o !  ? , e ? e C ta i l f  f r o r a  t h e  G ov fc - a , ld  t h e o f f i c ia ls  w h o  
H o m e  M e m b e r  on t i 6 , t h e  f r a m i , l g  o f  t h is  m e a s u r e .  W h e n  t h e  
p u t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  w i  ! J a8fc n ° ° l>S' ° n •'be d e b a t e  in  t h e  A s s e m b l y ,  
w a s  d i s p o s e d  to  * J T d  8 i e g l s la t u r e  w a s r e a l l y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  I 
h a v e  b e e n  resuon sih i  t U ^  bas  b e e n  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  w h o
I  am  a f ra id  th a t  in a * t h “  f r a “ c h i s e  a n d  f o r  t h e  r u le s  o f  w o r k i n g ,  
as th e  a r d e n t  snirir  8 " ' 8  tb lS  t n a t te r  G o v e r n m e n t  a r e  as i m p a t i e n t

la t e s t  fa d s  i „  t h e  o o l i t i ^ T ' 8 T i  ? - h °  l a t t6 r  a r e  e a g e r  t o  C0Py t h e  
last  f e w  y e a r s  o r  iL r !  W° f  d  w h l c h  h a v e  b e e n  a d o p t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  
m e n t  is  e q u a l ly  fm n a H  T ? ”  H ,e  la ^  f e w  m o n t h s .  T h o  G o v e r n -  
e d u c a t e d  a n d  as rr e 'i i f'08 an ° ° f :o ra.te as  a d v a n c e d ,  as  
K i n g d o m  aT  t h e  n ' T ' f  n "  Ul® ° ' 10 wh if ib  * "  U n i t e d
G o v e r n m e n t  w ^ a y ' P o r « e t t I ' ' g  t h a t  w h e n  R e s p o n s i b l e
G o v e r n m e n t  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  in  th e  U n i t e d  K i n g d o m  t h e  e l e c t o r a t e

' N A T I O N A L  L I B E R A L  F E D  E R A  H O N  [ a l l . ^ Q a d
11 i ] § Need for Patty Organisations |
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' • V  ^ § 3 ?  w  a  v e l ^  s l n a ^  proportion to the whole population, fora;S- 
x ^ .^ ^ t h a y in  the initial stages only a small proportion of the electbfaM'* 

X)®eejKTa the P°H> forgetting their own history they level these 
eiiticisms against us and aro saying that we are not sufficiently 
advanced, I emphatically repudiate the charge that our legislatures 
are not representative. (Hoar, hoar). I venture to claim that they 
are as representative as possible in the present position of affairs.

Sense of Responsibility
'lhsti sgain, it is said, that ths sons© of rGsponsibility is on© 

which has to be acquired by training, by experience, and by 
opportunities, that the necessary opportunities have now been 
provided, and that these opportunities must be utilised to the fullest 
measure before we can count upon frosh opportunities for further 
development of this sense of responsibility. Here, again, let me say 
that I am not among those over-sanguine and over-ardent spirits 
who say that the sense of responsibility is a thing which we all 
Possess at birth or acquire as a natural endowment. I am one of 
those who think that the art of Government requires at least as 
much practical experience, at loast as much training, as any other 
technical education. Wo all commit serious mistakes in supposing 
that while all other occupations require training, the art of adminis
tration, the art of Government, are things which require no 
experience. At the same time ld o  think that the responsibility is 
cultivated by the furnishing of opportunities for its exercise. The 
existing constitution has no doubt furnished us with opportunities 
■or the cultivation of the sense of responsibility, but, I think, the 
more opportunities they furnish the greater will be the development 
" f 6 *?''se of responsibility ; at any rate, I think the experiment 
■ nay well be made of making further concessions.

Full Provincial Autonomy
Now we ask for two things. First, take full autonomy in the 

provinces at the end of the first term. The most important subject 
among those which are now reserved in the Provincial Governments 
are the subjects of Law and Justice. Naturally, our Government are 
afraid that subjects of law and justice being vital to the maintenance 
oi law and order and of society, they cannot afford to run the risk of 
failure in that respect j but I have all along felt that the departments 
of law and justice may well be entrusted to popular control for this 
reason that if those departments are not administered with a due 
sense of responsibility, it will recoil upon us far more than any other 
section of the community. We shall be quick to realise that we are
■n a position to suffer from miscarriage of justice or failure of law.
Nothing will batter bring home to us the sense of responsibility

28
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1 • rt ĝnjd to these departments, and I venture to claim th'^y.'B
. artTlis deeply interested in the preservation of peace and orcrer'tw—̂  
X|ny.4>̂ tcials or any particular section of the community.

1 hen, again, the other subject is Finance. Thoro is no doubt 
that there will bo strong inducement on the part of representatives 
of the people not to face the unpopularity or the odium of fiscal 
measures which throw a burden on the people. But, that is a thing 
which is bound to pass away soon when the people settle down to 
the working of the constitution and begin to realise that in this 
world they cannot have anything for nothing and that if they are to 
secure the blessings of a civilised administration they must pay 
for it. They will begin to realise that by some means or other 
they are bound to find the necessary money for the expendi
ture. I venture to hope that the representatives of the people will 
not be so dead to a sense oi responsibility as to sacrifice consider
ations of efficiency of administration. For these reasons, Sir, I ad- 
'  orate the grant of full autonomy in the Provincial Governments at 

o end of the first term of the Provincial Councils.
Responsibility in the Central Government.

( u m > n t V <!®'ar(?8 t h e  C e n t r a l  G o v e r n m e n t ,  w h a t  w o  a s k  f o r  is t h a t  
t h o u g h  8n^ e<''t ° f  d e f e n c e — t h a t  is, t h e  A r m y  a n d  t h e  N a v y ,
w i t h  1 n- 9 Q Vy ' 8 n o n - e x i s t e n t  j u s t  n o w — fo r e i g n  a f fa irs ,  r e la t io n s  
he t-' i r r f  "n ‘̂ at'e8> a l ld  e c c l e s ia s t i c a l  a f fa irs ,  all  o t h e r  s u b je c t s  s h o u ld  
t h e r e  are i n " ^  t0 t b ?  c o n t r c d  ° f  t h e  L e g is la t u r e .  W e  a r e  a w a r e  t h a t  
o f  p r o t e c f in POr||U,lt ' ntor ,es t s  t o  b e  s a f e g u a r d e d  a n d  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  
b e  su itab le  a8 i v o s t e d  i n t e r e s t s  w e  a s k  t h a t  su ch  s a f e g u a r d s  as  m a y  
in t e r e s t s  ril, , iiecessar_y i ° r t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  a ll  e x i s t i n g  v e s t e d  
r e s t  o f  th e  ?  w  p r o v ’ d e d . a n d  t h a t  s u b j e c t  t o  Buch s a f e g u a r d s  th e  
r e a s o n s  w h ic h  *1 k8CtS m a y , b e  t r a , i s f e r r e d  to  p o p u l a r  c o n t r o l .  T h e  
P r o v i n c i a l  C o v e r . , ! 9 U/ g ed  ( ° r t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  in 
C e n t r a l  a Pp y  w l t h as m u c h  f o r c e  t o  t h e  c a se  o f  t h e
I  h a v e  b e e n  eneak i  ?  f a c t > , ifc 18 ra° r o  o f  t h a t  G o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  
l o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t s  aDy t h i n g  l i k e  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a n  o f
c o r n e d ,  it has , . ar  as, t b e  P r o v i n c ia l  G o v e r n m e n t s  ar e  c o n -  
t h a t  in  a c c o r d a n c e  n .® a ' “ ed  b y  s o m e  o f  t b e  h e a d s  o f  a d m in i s t r a t i o n s  
m i t t a e ,  n o t w i t h s t a m l i  ^  o x p e c t a t l o n s  o f  , t h e  J o i n t  S e l e c t  C orn-  
t w o  ha lves ,  th e  n, „  V 0 t b e ° r e t ica ] d i v i s i o n  o f  G o v e r n m e n t  i n t o  
c h a r g o  o f  t r a n s fe r r e d  '-mbi arf 0 0 r08e^v e d s n b j o c t s  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  in  
h a lv e s  as  a u n i ta r v  O n  J 8’ t h e y , haV0 b e o n  w ° yk i n g  t h e  t w o

merit have worked together™*? * ha’ VBS ° f fha Govern’
resolution asks that ♦ r j  a limtary Government, then this
recognised and legalised ^ T f^ m ?  S ° U d„be 00,ntir'ued and formally b ’ . on tho othor hand, they have not

**A T I 0 N A L  L 1 B B R A L  F E D E R A T I O N  [ a l l a / I b L -
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\ A ' f | f e/ - j is a unitary Government, then we urge that they s h o u ld

Un\tary Government in theory and in practice. These aro 
V ^ e^ M son s  briefly why we put forward this demand for a further 

advanco in both the Provincial and Central Governments. I have
no doubt that other reasons will be brought forward by the speakers 
w oo win follow mo.

Resolution on Civil Disobedience
Sir P . S. Sivaswami Iyer in proposing the resolution said :

-the resolution which has been entrusted to me reads as follows •__
This Federation is strongly of opinion that the campaign of civil disobedience 

resolved upon by the Congress, is fraught with the gravest danger to the 
real interests of the country and is bound to cause untold suffering -md 
misery to the people and earnestly appeals to the country not to follow a 
course which imperils peace, order and personal liberty, and is buund to 
produce a mentality inimical not merely to the present Government but 
to any form of Government.
Mrs. Besant rose and said With the permission of the Chair

man and with the consent of the speaker, I ask that the following 
words be added b
“ And so far from achieving Swaraj, which Indians of all political schools 

oountry8"bOUnd t 0  ^  t 0  * deplorable set back in the progress of the

Sir P. S. Sivaswami Iyer :— I have no objection to accept the 
audition which has been proposed by Mrs. Besant. The second part 
°i the proposition will then read as follows :—
Th^ m n e X ?  carneslb' appeals to the country not to follow a course which 

m e S  P?®6’ . order and persona liberty and is bound to produce a 
of Oo L  ? '™  not merely to the present Government, but to anv form 
P o l i t i e T r r V  ’ 1  v̂.°m acbleT'nK Swaraj which Indians of all
progress of t t  eou u C ’ ' '  ‘ ° * *P 1omW* **‘b<«*

G e n t l e m e n ,  f r o m  th e  m o m e n t  t h a t  t h e  N o n - C o - o p e r a t i o n  nro -

*. t * w koi,6“ “ ,ud “  * ■»« *»i p*««i »' w»
Fr I n b° rLesorted t0 as 800,1 as' in h>'s opinion, the people
an ready to follow that part, of the programme. Tho Congress has 
now resolved to adopt this itom—civil disobedience—-as part of its 
programme.  ̂ Mahatma Gandhi fcos declared openly that civil dis
obedience is merely a substitute for armed rebellion. There is no 
qu tion as to tho object of this item in the programme Tt 
is for the purpose of declaring war against Government of 
rebelling against Government, that civil disobedience has been 
proposed. As regards the method, though no doubt it has boon 
said to be peaceful and though Mr, Gandhi bar oguin and og«iu .

■ G°$X



\'\ V y 1“ upon adherence to the policy of non-violence, tber^w^i lo
that civil disobedience involves the breaking of tlre-^Jh^ 

and mithori'y (Elear hear). So far as Non-Co operation is concerned, 
it. need not necessarily involve the breaking of law and authority, 
but the moment you resolve upon civil disobedience, you aro bound 
to come into collision with the law, and there can be only one result 
wnon you provoke a conflict between authority and yourself. The 
necessary result of this policy will be to defy the Government, to 
paralyse the Government. All that must necessarily result in great 
Buffering and misery to the people. If you deliberately break the 
.aw, the Government cannot keep quiet if it is to deserve the name
0 a Government. It must enforce law and order, if it is at all to 

e worthy of the name of Government. And if the Government
.Jas to maintain law and order, if it has to maintain its authority, 
it must necessarily punish those who have been guilty of breach of 

o law, The result will be that you will be inducing hundreds,
1 no more, to bring upon themselves the punishment which is the 
inevi able consequence of a collision with law and authority. Also 
you vn ho producing a state of excitement in the country which 
i'n- !-°i poas*kly allow them to continue to adhere to the policy of

n vio enco. jj. jg a|] V6ry we][ for Mahatma Gandhi to insist on 
a po icy of non-violence. I have no doubt that so far as he himself 
cd^'he Ulef' T 6 60 *ar as nlany °* b 's leading followers are concern- 
may be 90 a^ °  to Pract' ee the necossary self-restraint, they 
possible for’ tt t0 Carry out. the P°licy of non-violence. But is it 
is addre , housai,<̂ 8 of ordinary people to whom this programme 
this n r , ,m L to, adhore to the policy of non-violence in carrying out 
culoue to exp“ ot8 1  am afraid it wili be nothing short of the mira- 
ever there h u peop 0 to adhere strictly to this policy. When-
in conflict with t h e ?  T “ !° “ v ' the people to p,ft0e tbemselves 
adhered fn ,u ° authorities, wo have found that they have not

acts of violence.9 f c  ° f b ' T i f t ' T  ^  J 66-" <£ iIt* ° f
and e l s e w h e r e  - ® i had ll!ustrat,orjs of lfc recently in Bombay
minor illustrations of S m6 !°  ^  ^  tb<3 
the Bombay riots °* 11 tbat ooourr9C* !n other PIaoes previous to

Respect for Law and Authority.

supposing t h ? 8? ?  mis,talie Mahatma Gandhi commits lies in 
• f P rifc al  People are saints like himself or can be turned 
into saints like himself. It is something which we cannot expect 
of ordinary human nature. You cannot turn a whole humandy 
into saints. You cannot expect ordinary people to conform to the 
policy of non-violence in the face of punishment which they them- 
sehes have endeavoured their best to deserve or to court, These

NATIONAL LlBtltjL Ft m  It A TION U . r ( S , r
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i 1 \ S S 3'9I:̂ ) authorily will produce all the consequencesVffl^Ji 

follow a breach of the 'law, but thero are also^oJIs-^ 
x ^ ^ f e ^ o l 0 consequences which will ensue on collision with Govern- 

Tnerft. One feature which has made itself manifest during the last 
few months is the utter contempt for law and authority and the 
change in the mentality of the people which has been brought about. 
You go anywhere you like, and you will find that the people have 
lost all respect for law and order. It is all very well for you to say 
that they have lost respect for the present Government, but that 
they have all respect for law and order. That is a frame of mind 
which cannot possibly be sedulously cultivated without its being 
subversive of all law and order. Already we find many unpleasant 
Manifestations of this change of mentality. We find that there 
,s a» extreme intolerance of difference of opinion on the part of 
others. We find that there is great unwillingness to listen to persons 
who hold a view different from theirs. And we find in various 
other ways a great disposition among a section of the people, possibly 
the moro vocal section, to terrorise over a much largor section, 
f  hese are the symptoms which have already manifested themselves, 
the spirit of obedience to law is one which has not been acquired
1,1 a day or two, but has been the result of centuries of experience, 
centuries of civilisation. It is extremely difficult to build up tho 
]aw;-abiding habit, but it is extremely easy to destroy the law- 
abiding instinct in them, Wo have only to turn to the oase of 
Russia whore tho people have been accustomed for long to obedience 
o authority. And what has been the result there 1 We find that 

instead of proceeding upon constitutional lines the people have been 
stattfnf «  -he liOrr0rs of Bolshevism and anarchy, and that is the 
our an i t  fl Whlch w0 wish t0 be spared from. We want to attain 
miserv W pPaooful evolution which will cause bloodshed and endless 
And fnr V V,sh 1:0 sPar9 our countrymen all the horrors of anarchy.
It is c id fU PI ' pose 1® tBis suffering to be endured or undergone 1 
in nnsnivlr ° r p^rpose oi attaining Swaraj. Now if there were 
connive th„ f ,a',n" ,g SwaraJ by Peac0ful means, you may perhaps 
other , 0 tbo pcs61b'hty of considering other methods. But, on the 

her hand, 1 havo no doubt that if you only proceed along consti- 
utional lines, if you avail yourselves of tho opportunities that havo 

now been placed within our roach, we shall reach the goal of res* 
ponsiblo Government in a much shorter time than the day when 
you might expect to reach such responsible Government by the 
adoption of violent means.

How to Get Swaraj
Now, it has been said that it is not for the British Government 

to give us responsible Government, but is for us to take it, and that



' • \ * ® ^ !^ .  /,ieoessary ^ a*- there should be any concession in the s^ J e
W S ^ ^ b y  any outsider, but it is open to us to take it arofitlir^ 

, A1*1’ J think, is absolutely impossible. There are only two courses 
,® u° “ 3 which we could get it— either through Parliament and 
tne .British people as His Excellency the Viceroy puts it, or by 
recourse to revolutionary methods. Now, there has been un- 

ouotedly a change in the angle of vision of the British Govern
ment arid the British people and of the Government here in India.
L .br?,1S n° use ’ n Pointing to stray episodes in the administration and 
saj that here is a blot in the administration or there is a blot. I do 
110 0(3 any brief for the Government, nor am I prepared to take
upon myself the task of defending all their measures, whether they 
arc right or wrong. But I do submit this to you Has there been 
any Government which has been free from imperfections, which has 
icon ree from blunders 1 And taking the history of our own country 
? lir' the doings of the Governments of tbo past, I ask Has there 
tj®0n ai)y Government which has been free from blunders or imperfec- 

ns 01 even defects 1 Now, it surely betrays a lack of common sense 
and rhU "̂i,r<̂  ôr accuracy 8ay that this is a ‘satanic’ Government 
ment V, t 0t)'y salvati°n of the people lies in uprooting this Gover- 
earnest 5 lorc'':,le methods. I am firmly convinced with all the 
the ai neS?.°* my conviction that it is quite possible for us to attain 
tutional W& bav6 *D V’ 6W by proceec^ Dg on strict;ly consti- 

j ,  . Violence or Non-Violence ?
to have b.1“ strate my remarks as to the improbability of the people 
the uttera °Urse to Peaceful methods, let me just refor to some of 
what we h"068 ° J Muhammadan followers of Mr. Gandhi. From 
them »,rc r^n rCfad ^ 8  newspapers, you will see that some of 
Gandhi as t J fr0tt>ng at the restraint imposed upon them by Mr. 
forward tljat°.,reccmrs0 to v’ ° 'ence- Some of them have put it 
and that the "p0013186 v*°lence has been enjoined by their religion, 
this pact of ' 'Ct̂ 0S of tb0ir rel,gj°n require them not to observe 
any means ior01tpVI°leaee any loDger> hut require them to resort to 
take the utter- th9 purP°se of attaining their object. Now, again, 
ago. He d is t '^ T  ° ! Maulana Muhammad Ali made some months 
long as 1 m .UlCt • 8tate<̂  : I ara prepared to observe non-violence so 
the i m I i ' f 8soc,ated with Mahatma Gandhi ’ . Remember carefully 
which has henn°”  he puts in- Remember also the qualification
manv of the ‘ ' '  - r0uuced in the formula of the pledge undertaken by 
S  the I f ®  p e e r s ' .  Ifc 6ays ‘ long as the Congress adheres
omehodv 1  ° n V,0len1Ce- A11 that sh0(vs lhab if aI'y moment, 
j  ,  p '®r sets the example of violence, or the Congress

P s «e policy of violence which, in view of its recent pronounce-

^ t l O N A L  L I B E R A L  F E D E R A T I O N  [ a u / m * )
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y. \mg% j'sTjby no means an improbability, all those men will resort to 
\^m?0fibtm/of violence. The result of violence will be that^-mi^—■ 

^^fetlbSimnadan countrymen will certainly have recourse to arms and 
revolution. I do not know I am doing them an injustice in suggesting 
that the recollection of the days of Muhammadan ascendancy and 
the hope of revival of that ascendancy may not bo altogether absent 
from their minds. Look at the way they gloat over a corridor 
being opened from Turkey to India. It is not an unnatural 
hypothosis that many among the Muhammadans, especially among 
the more fanatical section of them, will be inspired by the vision of 
Pan-lslamism. Just recollect the dangors of all that. It is surely 
our duty to warn our countrymen against the dangers of this fanati
cism and to do all that lies in our powers to induce them not to 
follow a course which is sure to lead them to disaster and will 
retard our progress.

The resolution was carried.

Other Resolutions.
Resolutions expressing the sense of loss to the country by the 

deaths of Mr. R. N. Mudholkar and Sir Rash Behari Gbose, and a 
resolution according most loyal welcome to the Prince were moved 
from the Chair and passed.

lndianisation of Commissioned Ranks
Mr. B. S. Kamat moved a resolution urging the Government 

to givo effect immediately to the resolution of the Legislative 
Assembly in regard to the lndianisation of Commissioned ranks in 
the Indian Army by starting with the initial recruitment of Indians 
to 25 per cent of the annual vacancies, and such recruitment by 
annual increment of not less than five per cent, 
f S[l Qupto moved, and other speakers emphasised the
fact, that they must be able to defend themselves if they wanted 
to attain Swaraj. Sir K. G. Gupta added if the British Govern
ment was sincere in its professions to grant Swaraj to India, it must 
Indianise the Army in India.

The resolution was passed,
The New Policy

In the Subjects Committee, Mrs. Annie Besant brought in a 
resolution favouring the repressive policy of the Government as 
against non co operators, under the Criminal Amendment Act, 
though admitting that some Local Governments had mado mistakes 
in the application of the Act.

The TJ. P,, Madras, and Punjab delegates solidly opposod Mrs. 
Annie Besant, whereas opinions were divided in the case of Bengal,



l . \ ^ ^ b^y.jind Poona delegates. Pandit Gokarnnath Misra.* Fbwlil ' 
\^ tecd^ i> ath  Kurizru, Messrs. A. P. Sen, G. A. Natesan,M5rfr^ 

Iyer, Messrs. Prakas Nath Sapru, K. P. Kaul, and B. S. 
Kamat opposed Mrs. Besant, whereas Messrs. Jamnadas, Gadgil, 
and Telang were among her supporters. In the end, Mrs. Besant 
was defeated by 23 against 45 votes.

The resolution, as finally accepted by the Subjects Committee, 
ran as follows :__

k This Federation fully realises the difficulty of the Government in 
dealing with the present critical situation, the inevitable dangers to the 
country of a campaign of civil disobedience, and the necessity for the 
protection of peaceful and law-abiding citizens against any interference 
with their liberties, and it recognises the duty of every patriotic citizen to 
support the Government in all measures necessary for the maintenance ot 
peace and order. But it views with great concern the inauguration of a 
policy of indiscriminate arrests and extensive application of the Criminal 
kaw Amendment Act, and is strongly of opinion that such a policy defeats 
its own object by alienating popular sympathy and aggravating geneTal 
unr.jbt. It also draws pointed attention to the fact that some local Govern
ments and local authorities have acted with an excess of zeal and want of 
*■ lscr(,tion in the matter of arrests and with harshness and severity in 
regard to sentences, ot which the Federation strongly disapprove, and the 

operation therefore strongly urges on the Government an immediate
-̂consideration of its policy in order to ease the present situation, 

t'ons" ^ê crat'*on urges the Government to carry out the reeoramenda-
under°tl Repressive Laws Committee and to withdraw the notifications
am-id le >rini'naf Law Amendment Act as early as possible, making such 
and n mf n,s ordinary law relating to intimidations as may be suitable

ecessary for the effective protection of law-abiding citizens.
Guaranteed Railway Companies

A n: 1 T al reBoluti°"s  were moved from the Chair and carried.
t o u ion approved of the recommendation of the Chairman and 

oui mm lers of the Railway Committee to entrust the undertaking 
°rrpi't'k'U. u  Railway Companies when the contracts fall into 
that policy6 Management< a,1(l trusted that Government would accept

Moplah Rebellion Condemned
, er rcs°iution condemned the Moplah rebellion, and sup- 

funds' fo/.Hh!{'ment; mea3UrC9 i '1 t^at connection and appealed for
Podanur Train Tragedy

j  . aRo exPressed horror at the Podanur train tragody,
a id trusted that those responsible would be brought to book.

Other Resolutions
Resolutions expressing dissatisfaction at the inadequacy of the 

Viceroys action regarding the Punjab Martial Law prisoners and 
for suitable punishment of the officers found guilty during the

( i f national liberal  federation  [ a l l a / ^ i t
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V. w e | s P V ^ W ^ministration, urging for tho revision of tha 
V ^ ^ ^ V ^ P P raoia tin g  the services at tho Imperial Conference o f S m f j '  

f>t. Fton. Srinivasa Sastri for obtaining equal status for Indians in 
the Empiro, and welcoming the resolution of the Imperial Con
ference regarding the status of Indians in the Empire, and trusting 
the position of Indians in East Africa would be determined in 
accordance with tho policy approved of by the Imperial Conference 
were also passed.

A resolution calling upon the people to remove sex-disqualili- 
cation for franchise as Madras and Bombay have done, and anothor 
resolution appealing to the Liberal Leagues and other allied organi
sations to combat Non-co operation by systematic propaganda were 
also passed.

General Secretaries
Sir P. S. Sivaswamy Iyer and Mr. G. A. Natesan were elected 

General Secretaries of the Federation for tho next year.
Next Session at Nagpur

Tho Federation was invited to meet next year at Nagpur.

President’s Concluding Speech
The President, before dissolving the Federation, made 

a speech in the course of which he said :—
The Work Done

ract h“ c at a very critical time no doubt. The Liberal Party has 
Rn f J  ..d for'vard t0 as tbe one party which will give the lead to the country, 
o lar as those who profess Liberalism are concerned. There was th ere fore  i  

wlm°Blml°lUS|dUtf  <ra6t uP°n this Federation at this session for them to decide 
diff *r»no , • he lcad 'vhich we should give to the nation. The amount of
& °  ,°P r BthSt you might have observed both ,n the Subjects Comit- 

c ana in the discussion here will show that it was not an easy thine for us to 
? n « 8 inagtrh r ent- U "’USt be smarter of great sa tisS ion S feveryo , 
“ c a r soluLonPrhBreSS °f L' teralisra that at last have been able to put 
secured the unarnm by mea’13 « olmP(,naat m character, a resolution which 
this Federation con6eut of those who took part in the deliberations of

Now it is possible for the Federation to say that it has given the lead to 
ho country, that it has shown what methods of work it ha6 to persne that it 

has shown what the primary duties are that devolve upon us. We have shown 
m the Imt place, that the country has arrived at a staga'of Self-consciousness 
when it is impossible for it to he satislied with things as they stand that we 
must have provincial autonomy compltte, and that so lar s» the' Central 
Government is concerned, there ought to be a large measure of responsibility in 
>t, only such subjects as are absolutely indispensable, according to the British
Government and the British people for the safety of the British Umpire, to be
reserved. We have made that perfectly clear. We have also made it perfectly 
clear that these are merely steps to complete Hespousible Oovernmt nr We 
have also not minced matters when we 6poke on I lie present situation a;.<1 the

2 8 (a)



I I p ff iy  j kas heen adopted with reference to the present situatiol^W^ai 
\ /**.; Aeso‘ution has evoked a large amount of discussion and, tmsanli j
xA^e^^i^djlference of opinion. It is but natural that there should bavVl5£eri 
X^^s^dffference of opinion ; for, you will remember that there are a number of 

complicated considerations that have to be brought to bear upon the considera
tion of this question before one can arrive at a conclusion satisfactory to one
self much more than to others. Now the position stands thus. If it was 
merely the administration of the ordinary law of the land, sometimes with 
rigor and sometimes not with rigor, according to the exigencies of the situation, 
there would not have been this large amount of criticism to which the Govern
ment has been subjected, and this wave of indignation that has spread from 
one end of the country to the other. But the misfortune was this, that in the 
application of measures which Government has resolved upon to enforce, it 
invoked the aid, not of the ordinary law of the land, but of certain provisions 
which have been reserved for extraordinary occasions—provisions which were 
considered to be necessary in circumstances altogether different from those 
that are now being dealt with. And no wonder, therefore, particularly when 
a Committee has sat to consider the question and has recommended the repeal 
of those provisions as early as possible, that the country felt indignant that 
such a provision as this should have been enforced at a time when they 
expected a policy of conciliation to be adopted in respect of them ; and this 
indignation was in no way lessened when it was found that the actual applica
tion of the measure had in no way tended to bring about the result which 
was expected. In these circumstances it is that we find that for the moment 
perhaps an undue importance is given to this sido of the question, forgetting 
that at ter all Governments justify their existence only because they are the 
custodians of law and order. If by one stroke you take them away, the funda-
T V  i Pnnc‘ l *08 on which Governments are based, even the Government that 
the Mahatma is proposing for us, even that Government cannot stand for one 
minute, in tnese circumstances, we must also sympathise with the Government.
It may oe that they have made errors, and I believe that the temper of the
Government on the whole and particularly of the Government of India is such 
that i icy wou not hesitate to acknowledge their error, once that error has 
been properly and prominently pointed out to them.

Now, a ies an* gu.ntlemen, the resolution that vou have been asked to 
accept an u a cen accepted almost unanimously, if not unanimously, 
Uy* stress? Vpon both the aspects to which I have ventured to draw your afcten- 
uon. I > { ea With the difficulties of the Government, but at the same 

v  to has been a liability to excesses, not merely a
!a y!. i ohL’8 k.ut there have been actually excesses with the result that

, thnr n at t^e Policy that has been adopted ; and we also
' " ‘v ’ , 1  ̂ should be reversed and that measures should be taken by all
nn.nn:, in n ov eminent will have the support of every loyal and patriotic 
citizen who is able and far-sighted enough to see that it is not the needs of 
to-morrow or the day-after-to-morrow which have to be looked to, but it is the 
continuity of progress and the attainment of the, goal that have to be secured 
witlnn a short time as possible. I say that every body who recognises these 
alms would be the first to support the Government in any measure that may 
IX] , r‘ k(;ri\ °.n,y what we insist upon is this. Let it not be harsher than the 
needs of the situation require. Trust yourself as far as possible to the ordinary 
ia v of the land, and if you think that the ordinary law is not sufficient, there 
nTe constituted representatives of the people, constituted by your own 
constitution, go to them, put the position before them, and get tbeir consent, 
and then you will have a larger measure of support in the country. That ift 
the meaning of the resolution on the present situation.

N A T I 0 N A L  L I B E R A L  F E D E R A T I O N  [ a l l a ^ I u i
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P H E  S ID E  Is 1 U L  A V b H E S S — COKC.
\*. \ E°% J  ’■ j On the Bank of a Precipice. t jl i  i

'ihero is one other resolution which I am bound to refer to and tbatHs ftiuJ 
N^oEftHSn which relates to Civil Disobedience. 1 ask every one of us calmly to 

consider what it ip that he is being asked to do. We aro,̂  if I may be permitted 
to say so, on the brink of a precipice, and that the brink is not less in its danger 
because of the seductive and attractive manner in which we are attracted to the 
brink In the first place, the movement is directed by one whose character is 
unimpeachable, by one who will take the first place in any society so far as 
integrity of character, sincerity of purpose, and self-abnegation are concerned. 
But those arc the attributes of saints. These are persons whom we can try to 
approximate but shall not be able to imitate. But in this hard work-a-day 
world there are other influences at work. There are the lower strata of society 
that will also have to be reckoned with. They are people ' '] !0 aru n°t ®° fre0 
from passions and imperfections as Mahatma Gandhi is He can only tell us 
what the goal is that we might attain, but he cannot take part in helping us 
to reach it, for a man situited as he is will always think of the perfect side 
of the human nature. He will forgive me, and those . y P 
him will give me, when I say that be has not been ab e follow him
to correctly into the hearts of ordinary men whom he has asked to follow him.

Attractiveness of Non-violence.
By way of illustrations, l would refer to two or three matters with which 

I shall close my remarks. One point that Mr. Gandhi has ms,s ed upon is 
this, there ought to be no violence in bringing about the suns that he has 
put before the country , and it is more or less the attractiveness of that 
point that has given him a number of followers But, as a matter of 
fact you will find that the recent resolutions tbat weie adopted at 
Ahmedabad, the views of the Congress at Ahmedabad, and the utterances of 
responsible persons at Ahmedabad throw considerable doubt and cause great 
mis givings as to whether this assurance is to be kept up. Vou will find in 
the first place that Mr. Gandhi bas;8tated-I use the words that arc quoted in 
the:papers-1'either we step into the new year with a full belief in this pro
gramme and finish it with lightning speed or we dissolve tins compact of non
violence. So, it is a fight to the finish with the Government in our own special 
manner.” Now, ladn » and gentlemen, lightning speed is not a thing which you 
can expect in anvthing, much less when you , " » *  to charge constitutions. To 
say that unless a'thing is effected with lightning speed the pact of non-violence 
would be dissolved, is indeed a most dangerous statement. 1 would venture to 
appeal to every one of you whether you b.l^ug o he ran cs of Liberate or to 
the ranks of Non-co-operators, to think as to what the policy of following 
violence means. If you are going to dissolve the pact of non-violence, you 
may take it that revolution, commotion, blood-shed and a 1 the horrors to which 
tl ‘ worst passions of human mind can impel one, all these horrors will be 
an, .mplished facts. And we have bad recently put before us this pokey in all 
1 -ht-beartedness. In these circumstances I would ask you to consider tbiB 
question carefully.

That is not the only ground for me for saying so. Even the leaders of the 
movement have now begun to suspect that it is possible that a stage may be 
reached at which the pact of non-violence could no longer be kept up. I Would 
ask you to consider this and the pledge that volunteers are ask.,, to take i ho 
pledge is as follows With God as witness I solemnly declare that I wlsh 
to be a Member of the National Volunteer Corps. So long as I remain a 
member of the corps I shall r main non-violent in wor :.nd deed and .- oil 
earnestly endeavour to be in intent, since I believe that as India is circums.



n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a l  f e d e r a t i o n  [ AHME^£t^t#r
i * ( ’ S S l '.  W-vmlencc alone can help the Khilatat and the Punjab and r\ ^ a  i  
\\\ M3S|“ f> 'Aent of Swaraj ”  and so on. Now, ladies and gentlemen, you ^ ilf ili i 

U-? ' ery carefully thought-out pledge that has been put before the 
AsrHrrtSW ,i at,doc8 it Eay ? This obligation to keep this non-violence is only 

, lA A  fh 7 ekvou,lteer continues to be a member of the corps. It is not a 
mi.hTh» hi. e 8‘TCS tbat he is bound t0 carry out whatever he may be, whatever 
e 8? t n  h avocatloa anii whatever he is called upon to do. The only thing 
flip Vnlnnt °» n t0 keep up tbe PledSe so long as he continues to be a member of 
Vnlnnte r p 'orPs' That merely means that he will get himself trained in the 
Trlnnt.'.r p 0'*18’ acquire all the virtues which are the characteristics of the 
violence . ii0? 5 ’ but if it be necessary that the volunteers should take to 
to nranti’no ■ , ia3 to do is to sscede from the corps ; and then he is at liberty 
state of affairs nCe"  ̂ n°̂  tb'nk tba  ̂ can be 6a'd to be at a"  a satisfactory

Civil Disobedience must lead to Violence
ti p b " onid ask you to note that at the present moment you find
movirm'Ant C° “ ferenoe. thA Muslim League and the Congr.-ss, all practically 
.,nr,H 8 v * tbc 8ame object. They are, if I may say so, in unision with one 
Mnrli6 r youbnd tbat ,n tbe Congress, the Khilafat Conference, and the 

tbere is a llirBc body, though for the time being it is a minority, 
a Mate o 7 ^ « T “  “ ° co“ dition of uon-violencc. That again, I say, points to
nlatc.......1, 3 ni tbo ncar futur0 Which it is not possible for us to contem-
lilid tiiat eTaanimity. If you consider this aspect of the question, you will 
a large scalp JiH ,C,an be bat one end when civil disobedience is practised on 
for a short tba Pe0P'c situated as they are, and 1 am prepared to say that 
themselves and mt u ? Sy be for a few days—they may be able to restrain 
they are asked fpty b ! b°Undbythe PkdSa °{ civil disobedience. But when 
find that it is imnpra.c,t,18e °n a Iargc scale for a number of days, then yru will 
except viol nee P° , e tbat 16 con'd be practised. And what will be the result 

We also B ‘ a arge 6cale 1
that there ar° thr» fhat,tb<f n)asses in ludia are also appealed to. We are told 
trodden. And it * 1 jundred m' d’°u of Indian population who are being down- 
disobedience, what 'V  iT'e bnndred million of the ponulation take part in civil 
that I am sure must A  A  thc condition of this country ? That is a point 
irrevocably as to 1 7,'pea t0 everT ont' wbo has not already made up his mind 

Sllat “ is course of conduct ought to be.
Now, ladies ' India’s Mission

tl.is aspect 0 f l tL,end *?Utlemcn’ 've 6ba"  be false to ourselves if wo overlook 
nothing that the aimi iP lEdla. bas. a mission in the world. It is not for 
nations unlike onrsek- u >n bis wisdom allowed India to live while other 
world. And that. miLnLbave perisbed' W c  have a mission to execute in the 
only when we have ri<-> rema'ns Tet unfulfilled. We shall fulfil that mission 
capacity tbat we 1, ??r proper place, when we have risen to the fullest 
be achieved. Now^ * ■ , le 88 ,we. are #blc to do that this misBion canuot 
India has among the »  ‘ bat mission ? It is a spiritualising mission that 
anrl character of our . 1 ,™°* ° /-tbe worl,!' and we have to work upon the mind 
Shall vo be best » J j» 1 natlon8' n°t 80 much upon their material resources, 
whose objective”, whatever ® ' ” 7  “ “ ‘ tbat mission by embarking on a course 
lence ? This is a m'lln r tl -i*? Je S?i'<1 *7 lts authors, cannot but lead to vio- 
p-.mt again tendtae to tL  sa i W0°\l ask to consider. There is another
you, and that is this We s h a u T a t^ T ii ' 7 ’^  1 venture t0 Fnbmit before 
What is our oliierth. i t  i! take it that we arc going to have violence, 
cli-ocnd unon it h!pV > ' ° ? btam b.iaraj, Independence. Now, yon may

pend upon it that it is characteristic of thc Britisher that when he is pushed
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l tgi^}le /V**‘ 'lu will do everything in his power to achieve his purpose!* gio 

\ * \^Wj)hrayons of money, men, or material will stand in the way of his
H .dd*y 0bject. The result will be, whether vve will it or not, we shall have to 

K° ' “ W war. And that, of necessity, must take time. And after that, there 
will be the after-effects of war. And when you get Swaraj after all this, it 
could not be with lightning speed ; it must be after a considerable interval 
of time.

Constitutional Way
What is it that we suggest 1 We say that in the same period yon will get 

Swaraj, but in a very different manner indeed. We insist upon provincial 
autonomy being given. You train yourselves ,and make yourselves tit for it, 
and depend upon it that once you have shown uumistakable fitness for a thing, 
it will come to you, probably shortly, but there is absolutely no doubt that you 
shall get it. Now, what the Liberals point out is this. We have these oppor
tunities. Work them out. Let us not mitigate in any way our efforts for the 
purpose of attaining all that you think proper. Agitate, agitate only consti
tutionally, fearlessly, strenuously and unceasingly, and you are sure to attain 
what you want, but be within the limits of constitutional agitation. I submit, 
that of the two courses open to us, the one that I have suggested is the 
better one.

It is not that I wish to suggest for a moment that we are not fit for 
complete self-government, ft is oue thiug to say that we are fit, but it is 
another thing to say that the capacity which goes to make up that fitness is 
being disciplined, put into working order, so that, when self-government is 
completely gained, we shall take care that wo shall not make mistakes, or at 
least that the number of mistakes we may make shall be as few as possible, 
both on principle and policy, and in view of the past civilisation of India and 
what it is that she is capable of doing, we say that the policy which is put for
ward by tlie Liberals is the policy that the country would adopt. It may be that 
at present wc have not got a large following ; it is because we havenot been 
able to make attractive promises to the people. We have not done so because 
of the sense of difficulty of realising those promises.

The Appeal to the Moderates
There is only one other matter that I have to refer to, and that is this 

An nppenl has been made to the Moderates to join the Nou-eo-operators The
as their c h ^ 'J  made t0 U8 by men/°y wh0“  we ha™ ‘ he highest regard so far 
Uiem that * 18 ctmoerned' and they wdl ‘ “ fgive us if we respectfully tell
thent and Tm'n ti ” °  ^ P ared to ll8ten thclr aPPeal and join our bands with 
cannot be tbit - What i9 “  tbat We ar* *»ld ? We are told : "It
There is the sL rIi J ng cnr Pr°gram“ e canuot find acceptance with vou. 
evi7 there,bs t?e 3 0Vtement; tbere 18 ,tbe question of eradicating the drink, there is the question of untouchability ; these are all matters for which 
we can meet on a common platform. Why do not you join vt itb us and try to 
advance these causes? This is a perfectly r.usonable way of putting ^ho 
case. Rut you wji.1 find that the one thing that is demanded of us when we. 
1°™ f'nces with them is that we should accept the fundamental basis of their 
action and the principles that guide them iu their doings. And I for one 
would hesitate to accept a position which will really commit me to 'original 
principles on which the non-co-operation movement is based. In these circum
stances we are not in a position to comply with the request which they have 
made. And they can easily understand the position we are taking. We shall 
work for the ends we cous^er proper and necessary. If the cutis, some of the 
ends, happen to be common, so much the butter, because you willy find bero two 
volumes of furces working for the same ends, and their result would be better



\ • V tkafc ?lchieved if there be one volume of forces working. We wantj^tlal /
pie of which we profess, the principles we act upon, must be made A 

the world; and therefore, we cannot associate ourselves with any 
movement which, whatever might be the professions, very sincere no doubt of 
the leaders thereof, in our humble judgment is 6ure to end in violence and 
consequences most disastrous to the permanent good of the country which they 
and we love alike. In these circumstances, ladies and gentlemen, I believe our 
party has justified its existence. There has not been as much propaganda as 
there should have been, and I am sure that the resolution that we have adopted 
this time will find its echo in the hearts of every one who is in a position to 
advance the Liberal cause; and we shall have a larger and larger number of 
persons taking to the propaganda of Liberal principles so that the country will 
be able to know what it is that we are aiming at, and they will know that we 
are equally sincere like the Non-co-operatois to achieve the end which we all 
have in view, namely, the attainment of Swaraj as quickly as possible.

dhey will then see that if there is any difference between the Non-co*opera- 
tors and us, it is a difference in method, but a difference which is very vital 
indeed. I have not the slightest hesitation that if we only put forth our 
efforts steadily as time goes on there will be a progressive accession to our ranks 
until, in the words of Mahatma Gandhi himself, truth will prevail and the 
country will find what it is that is be6t to its interests. I join with Mrs. Das 
in asking the question. ‘Do I stand for India in her present struggle V A 
t-Ki  lILrt’nent question indeed, and it requires a very satisfactory and unmis- 

’ahle-answer. The Liberals are as much for India in this struggle as the 
on-co-operators are, so far as their patriotic instrincts go, so far as their 

«inxi< y to see that the country gets its proper place in the world is concerned.
• > talc i ' vve have 111 view we are at one with the Non-co-operators, but 

nrid e,T  t0 doubt the propriety and the methods that they have suggested.
t -ter having deliberated the question with all the ability, with all the 

method6̂ th° t .unf*trBtanding that we are able to command, we think that the 
iiuch cntitld âV° êen saEgested are not the correct methods, and we are as 

td, as they are entitled, to our opinion and to act on this opinion.

■ GoSftX
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^ '^ ^ ll-In d ia  Khilafat Conference

AHMEDABAD—S6TU DECEMBER 1921
The All-India Rhilafat Conference was held at Ahmedabad, 

in the Muslim League Pandal, on the 26th December 1921. The 
attendance, even from circles outside the Moslem faith, was very 
largo, and included almost all tho prominent N -CO leaders. Syed 
■Ahmed Ali Ulvi, Chairman of the Reception Committee, welcomed 
tho delegates in an urdu speech deploring the present condition 
°f India and the tyrannies she was suffering and asked the Muham
madans whether they could rest content when the Fatwas of their 
Religious Heads were being proscribed by the Government.

The Presidential Address
Hakim Ajmal Khan, President of the All-India Khilafat Con

ference, delivered his Presidential address in Urdu in which he 
reviewed the present political situation in the country and discussed 
the question of the Khilafat in the light of developments in India 
und the Near East. Ho began by saying that it was a sheer waste 
of time to deliver a long presidential speech and that it was futile 
to dwell on the different phases of tho present struggle which are 
obvious to all. Ho remarked that since the last Khilafat Con- 
‘ 8 re nee at Karachi, great changes had taken place in the European 
diplomacy in the Near East, and other Islamic countries bad been 
lePeatedly defeated thus bringing us nearer to our goal. If we 
t-ovoted our best energies to the work, the final achievement is not 
ar. H9 pointed out that Islamic Federation in Central Asia, 
aucasia, Egypt, Persia, Afghanistan, and, above all, the regenera- 

?c Ulk?y 8avo promise of a greater future for Islam. India on 
lo one sido and Asia Minor on the other are but two extreme 

in is m a chain of the future Islamic federation, which are gradu- 
al.y but surely joining together all intermediate states in one 
great system. The present conditions in Europe clearly indicate 
the great possibility of the emancipation of Asia from the political 
bondage and economic slavery of the West. In India the work 
had already begun. He asked his compatriots deeply interested 
in the events taking place outside India to bear in mind those facts 

i | >iat the success of their efforts in the cause of the Khilafat was 
mund to help the awakening of India and that the regeneration 
Pf $sja 'yas closely bound up with the Khilafat question, in as
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I* y njyl̂ h was as a matter of fact the fore-runner of a f̂ ffl̂ raii

^ s’a' United India could not afford to ignoifeUi6—i 
° pmen!s *n t*le Is'am'c world, specially because no less than 

'seventy millions belonging to the Islamic faith form part of the 
Indian nation and had a share in its destiny, Afghanistan, the 
neighbouring Islamic country touching on our border, was already 
making efforts to attain complete independence which will certainly 
check-mate the designs of imperialistic greed and would clear the 
way for other Asiatic states to rise.

Anglo-Aighan Treaty

Referring to the recent Anglo-Afghan Treaty, the President 
remarked that it was the first step towards a complete vindication 
of the natural and political honour of the Afghan, All that could 
possibly be said against the treaty was that it was perhaps not well- 
timud and that the Indian people would have approved a further 
postponement. But, on the whole, the treaty was an admirable 
ami a statesman-like achievement on the part of His Majesty tho 
y n,r andhis Ministers. The Afghan nation deserves to bacon- 
gra u ated mainly because the treaty was, if any thing, a clear 
w'th^h*° v,̂  a 00mP'etie independence in the near future. Along 
p ' -18 t°® recent consolidation of the Islamic States in Azerbaijan,
K -.n -V Vf Uersia is as significant as the great victory of the 
Britisb'8h■ °,rce8 ovor the Greeks, which completely smashed the 

v? °,ma0  ̂ in the East and induced France to conclude a 
the same 'r y W!tt? An8ora, thus undermining the alliance and at 
for right andIju8tjIcVinfir a" ’;mpetus t0 the efforta of thoso who stood

Near Eastern Question

Franco0frnmntt')erV vl3at infcense efforts were being made to dissuade 
neace but is ® Ffanc°-T « k  agreement and to spoil prospects of 
commit such Wa.SJ1®1 t0° much to hope that France would not 
absolutely diet, becaus® >t was well-known that she was
and the^m-Au8 °d ĥe crosa-currents of European diplomacy 
interests 'i I? ac*Jlnation of Allied foreign officers in her own 
herself fr ' p °,ln interest of poace and order, and to dissociate 
I ’ven tlo ( ,'Pi?raatio intrigues leading to the world’s difficulties, 
the near ,,re” c“ Fless declared that it was so very difficult to slove 

jt. flU6®tion if only Great Britain would care to help.
. res|dent h°Ped that, after all, France would not fall a 

victim to the intrigues of British Imperialism. It was a pity that 
,. . r! !s ministers were found lacking in statesmanship and 

political foresight and relied simply on their diplomacy which only 
weakened the allianco, so much so, that even Italy with hardly any

■ Go% \



\ S-nC* a' ways fc'10*ir enemy began to turn rauiitll 1
^eA S Sfc‘ Ifc would not be long before k h ^  

" t  n r â.nO0> concluded a separate treaty with Angora In suite 
of the British efforts to camouflage the real issue by slightly revising 
or amending the treaty of Sevres, Great Britain could not afford to 
ignore the wwld-wid. unrest which had affectld adversely the 
prestige of the British Empire. The world now understood the 
diplomatic tricks which are the stock in trade of the British Imperia
hsm. The British Ministers used to assert that they were prepared
‘ o do justice to the Turks but that they could not take any action 
a one -md wore in honour bound to respect the alliance. Now that 
out°f the 3 Allied Powers Franco had already concluded a separate 
P^ace am3 Italy was actively sympathising with tho Turks, who was 

ere to oppose a complete revision of the Treaty of Sevres 1 
Nationalist movement in India

]( ,. burning to quostions arising out of the Nationalist movement in 
"oia, the President remarked that the present struggle between the 
uroaucracy and the people of India was a striking demonstration of 

6 , ?.rcc ugainst moral force. The ofifect was very significant that 
in ? aldln& to moral courage of a suffering people who were gaining 
the Govern alldt vitality witl1 every fr(,sh exhibition of repression by

Disorder in Bombay
pointer] lint"1? ! t0 ihe recent. disorders in Bombay, the President 
and ignorai mt f ley were initiated mainly by a few unscrupulous 
operation m011’ who wero nover connected with the non-co- 
lining. It j -j6111®116, But the sad ove,lts of Bombay had a silver 
the spirit of nT* - , rt e°°d to see that throughout the country
had found a place in^h^n  tb° b?SI?  prin°iple of the movement, 
to be sufficients t- b e ,ll6ar*8 of the people, and they were found 
repression and Miff alne<̂  and organised to stand any amount of 
spirit had Z  Witbout giv!” g way to violence. The true
great confidence H t ° masses* audifc cou|d now be declared with 
possibilitv f nnhli Sti-aS ifar aB tll' s movement was concerned the 
the . . J fy f  P ? disorder or violence hardly existed. This was
he Hi ,1 g'.lara'lteo1 of theh' ultimat0 success. Immediately after

Read n /  faileH r ^  u** bureauoraoy lost its head and Lord ne acting failed to grasp the situation. He took a wrong turn and
Precipitated further difficulties. It was an irony that* the very 
government who wanted to keep the Prince above politics proved to 
no the sole cause of placing His Royal Highness in a false and 

Kward position. The bureaucracy with its stage-managing wanted 
w; V 1 ls? tho Hoyal visit in its own way. But, in its profound 

f<om, it took a false step, and to the great regret of the people of 
29
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' • \ S|%a pfaped the Prince in a vortex of political struggle. The^DSjpl 
\^v^™tipptess the legitimate feelings of the people and only secWfell-^ 

V »4nff<jjtten8ifying the movement-. Now that a full measure of 
repression had already been tried and prisons were full, the Viceroy 
came out with a concession that he was perplexed and could not 
understand the movement. Even now, he did not realise that the 
very diagnosis on which ho relied was wrong and that therefore the 
treatment must fail.

The Govt. miserably blundered, when, instead of prosecuting and 
banishing individual offenders, they declared all associations un
lawful. This was a challenge thrown out to all National movements 
and activities, and Nationalists could not afford to ignore it. They 
took it up and began to fill up the jails in an absolutely non violent 
manner and spirit. It was futile, said the President, to repeat the 
decisions of what was happening. But it should be pointed out 
that even the religious tolerance of which the bureaucracy talked 
so much had exploded. After the Karachi Conference we knew 
. at religious tolerance amounted to. It is, according to the official 
interpretation, subservient to the considerations of policy and ad
ministration. That was all.

The President then summed up with the remark that non
violence and the capacity for sutfering were the two essentials. They 
were the key to success. Every Nationalist should consider it his 
* h n °  e°. t03a'l and t0 suffer for the sake of Eight and Justice and 
h ’ou “  religiously observe the basic principle of non-violence.

The Round Table Conference.
.1 t? e*err’D6 th® suggestions about the Round Table Conference 

was d,e recent'y delivered by Lord Eonaldahay, the President
' 1?aI'l)tJ' ll_ted to see that the bureaucratic notions about an un

marked tPLrest186 and Power were still the guiding factor. He re- 
iiot 'bo l'l * ]lere were *6W men ’ n t îe country indeed who could 
fnHfr. *be so-called concilliatory speeches which is full of
peace but' &I' f  Plat’ tudes about law arid order. We, too, wanted 
honour °n y p,y safe-guarding our citizen rights and national

rfeplv'i-rf01/)'1'8 *J'b0ral Party and the Moderates, the President 
‘ , at recent political developments were making us all vory

'l l a.,1 p ',V° 8̂ uu'd uo,; forget that most of those belonging to the 
N • ,.ar y '"ere honest Nationalists. Whatever their views,

• fT)8 p  °tU 1 riot 116 doubted. They had quite a long ex 
perience of the Reforms. Apart from those who may have joined 
he Government for the sake of personal gain, most of the Moderates 

deserve respectful attention. He said that ho had not given up all 
hope, and believed that Booner or later the Moderates would join



%L SOLUTIONS / ^ 4 f i
V\ \ bS jls  itdth tho Nationalists. It was not right to run down w n lst 

pSTTiots'inerely on accouut of difference of opinion or methods. L J -lL j
Likewise, said the President, we should have no ill-will towards 

the Police or the Army. They too are not beyond our hope. He 
next appealed to all Nationalist workers to treat the policemen or 
soldiers with tolerance and make allowances for their weaknesses 
and defects.

Regarding tho Moplak disorders in Malabar, the President said 
that he was very much grieved to see that the brave Moplabs trans
gressed the commandments of Islam by resorting to forcible conver
sion. But fortunately there were only a few who had committed 
such misdeeds, the majority of the brave people was goaded into 
armed rebellion by an extremely high-handed administration. Our 
sympathies should be with all sufferers, whether Moplahs or Hindus. 
In this connection he referred to tho inhuman atrocities committed 
thoro under Martial Law, and the railway van tragedy. Had 
the Government allowed the Nationalists to enter tho disturbed 
area, much suffering would have been prevented and ho thought 
that peace would have been easily restored.

In the end the President appealed to the Mussalmans of India 
to carry on the present struggle with increasing energy and fortitude, 
never forgetting that they must always take their stand on the 
bed-rock of non-violence and love and truth.

After the Presidential Address a resolution of allegiance to the 
sultan of Turkey was passed, all standing.

RESOLUTIONS
On Civil Disobedience

I he All-India Khilafat Conference resumed its sitting on the 
same evening to pass resolutions. It was resolved to appeal to all
Muslims to enroll as volunteers and civilly disobey orders prohibit
ing public meeangs, by holding such meetings, provided they were
certain that there was no possibility of violence

Beiore the Conference proceeded to the disobedience resolution, 
the mother of the Ah brothers made a short appeal for the Angora 
Fund as a result of which monoy to the extent of several thousands 
was collected on the spot.

Maulvi Abdul Majid Badyuni moved the resolution which de
clared that, in spite of all their strenuous efforts the British Govern
ment had denied justice to the Khilafat and the Punjab, wrongs and 
had, ou the other hand, started a full-fledged repression by imprison
ing the leaders and by declaring unlawful the peaceful association? of 
citizens in order to stifle legitimate and peaceful agitation . tho



(* ( therefore, called upon all Muslims of and above \ffl^a|e
\ V > fe f^ y  join the Volunteer Corps regardless of imprisonmeikJiW-J

i be Conference also desired that civil disobedience, by way 
of bolding public meetings where they were prohibited, be entered 
upon, provided the Provincial Congress Committee were satisfied 
that there was no fear of violence.

Sirring speeches were made in support of this resolution by 
Messrs. Syed Sulaiman Nadvi, Abdur Rahman, Madan Sing, Chow- 

uri Rambhnj Dutt and Srimati Gattgadevi of Farrukhabad and 
> rimati Jamnabai. Of these the first two speakers confessed that 
before the present repression was started the Nori-co-operators 
ound themselves at their wit’s end to find out such an occasion and 
such a ground upon which civil disobedience could be started 

rougbout the length and brcadh of this country, but they were 
hankful to Lord Reading’s administration which through its 
lundors had offered a splendid and much-sought-for opportunity to 

ngr.t their battle to the finish with lightning speed. At the same 
. 6 day °n which the Government of India decided on 

ec aring the volunteers’ associations unlawful, they digged the 
8 a' 0rp? their own administration.

he resolution was passed with acclamation.
Congratulations to Kemalists

" ° thor resolution congratulating the Kemalists on their 
'■as also adopted without discussion.

The Independence Resolution
next dav ? ° nference adjourned at eleven in the night till the
Subjects r m r?side,lt> Hakim Ajmal Khan, announced that the 
Ar:ad SobhV, r n,tt0e ° f the Ccilferel1ce had, on the motion of Mr. 
resolved to* Hasra  ̂ Mohatli> bV a majority
endeavour t0 d‘ M" bam“ aî alls a? d other communities to 
independence. Bmi8h ImPenalism and secure complete

policjand^ttttnd011 , ! latCi3 - -hat wherea3 through the persistent 
that British Tr B °- r  ' C Britisb Government it cannot he expected 
Islamic world ! “ ? em,lsi“  would Permit the Jazirat-Ul-Arab and the 
of non-Muslims bwh?,SP efe y frBe fr0m thfi influ6nce and control 
to the exte th.t A‘ ,£ oar,s thafc the KhiIafat be secured
order to I r e L  6 de“ ands its therefore, i„
of India it i nnce mauenl safoty of the Khtlafat and the prosperity 
I t  1 1 7  ° endeavour to destroy British Imperialism 
lh,B Conference holds the y.ew that the only way to make Ibis effort 
18, tor the Muslims, conjointly with other inhabitants of India, to

f i !  \ \ ^  T H E  K E I L a F a T L O ' J S F h l i h b C E  [ a i im b i ia ^ u j



\\Vm<3yb linjm completely free, and that this Conference is of opimpt)
■' that Muslim opinion about Swaraj is the same, that is, compret^^ 

independence, and it expects that other inhabitants of India would 
also hold the same point of view.

AHMEDABAD—27TH DECEMBER 1921
On the Conference resuming its sitting on the second day, 

December 27th 1921, a split was found to have taken place in the 
camp over the resolution about independence. When Mr. Hasrat 
Mohani was going to move his resolution declaring as their goal 
independence and the destruction of British Imperialism, objection 
was taken to its consideration by a member of the Kbilafat Subjects 
Committee on the ground that according to their constitution no 
motion which contemplated a change in their creed could be taken 
as adopted, unless it was voted for in the Subjects Committee by a 
majority of two-third.

The President, Hakim Ajmal Khan, upheld this objection and 
ruled the independence motion out of order.

M r. H a s r a t  M o h a n i  s t r o n g l y  p r o t e s t e d  a n d  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  
th e  P r e s i d e n t  h a d  d i s a l l o w e d  a s im i la r  o b j e c t i o n  b y  t h e  s a m e  m e m 
b e r  in t h e  S u b j e c t s  C o m m i t t e e ,  w h i le  h e  b a d  a l l o w e d  i t  in  t h e  o p e n  
C o n f e r e n c e .  H e  sa id  t h a t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  h a d  m a n o e u v e r e d  t o  ru le  
his m o t i o n  o u t  o f  o r d e r  in  o r d e r  to  s t a n d  in  t h e ir  w a y  o f  d e c l a r i n g  
f r o m  t h a t  C o n f e r e n c e  t h a t  t h e i r  S w a r a j  m e a n t  c o m p l e t e  i n d e p e n d e n c e .

T h e  C o n f e r e n c e  t h e n  p a s s e d  r e s o lu t i o n s  a p p e a l i n g  f o r  t h e  A n g o r a  
F u n d ,  c o n d e m n i n g  G o v e r n m e n t  a t r o c i t i e s  in  M a l a b a r ,  s y m p a t h i s i n g  
w i t h  th e  M o p l a h s  in  t h e i r  su f fe r in g s  a n d  c o n g r a t u l a t i n g  t h e m  o n  t h e i r  
sa c r i f i c e s  ’ n th e  c a u s e  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  a n d  c o n d e m n i n g  t h o s e  M o p l a h s  w h o  
w e r e  r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  f o r c i b l e  c o n v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  H i n d u s .

A f t e r  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  w a s  o v e r  M r .  H a s r a t  M o h a n i  a p p e a l e d  t o  
the  d e l e g a t e s  t o  s t a y  a n d  pass  his  r e s o lu t i o n .  A b o u t  h a l f  t h e  n u m b e r  
o f  d e l e g a t e s  r e m a i n e d  i n s id e  t h e  p a n d a l ,  a n d  o n  b e i n g  a s k e d  d e c l a r e d  
t h a t  t h e y  a g r e e d  t o  c o m p l e t e  i n d e p e n d e n c e .

( |7 2 f^ c .\ lf2 l]  IiEkULU'J IONS (ffllT
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A L L  INDIA L A D I E S ’ C O N F E R E N C E

AHMED ABAD—BOTH DECEMBER 1921
The following is a translation of the Urdu address deli

vered by the revered mother of Moulanas Mahomed Ali and 
onaukat Aii as president of the All-India Ladies’ Conference 
held in the Congress Pandal immediately after the adjourn- 
ment of the Indian National Congress ; and attended by 6000 
ladies from all over India.

Sisters and Daughters— In this old age I should have retired 
to a corner of my house and passed the remaining few days of my 
. 6 ' n humble prayers to our Maker. But these are critical times 
m the history of Islam and of India when even pious recluses must 
come out of their solitary abodes of meditation and spend their last 

re _ ’ n fhe service of God and humanity. For, to my mind, no 
prayers, no meditations are so pleasing to the Almighty God as 
soivice rendered to humanity and country. My faith in Him and 
my ove tor my Country have emboldened me to accept the honour 
for^th'' 'h8 ° V0r tb' s Conference, and I am deeply grateful to you 
true t en jDour- Dear sisters, our first and foremost duty is to be 
loyal t T  a, Dd t0 b6 « rm in our A person who is not
"man Xh 0<̂ Can never f°yal t° any Government established by 
Ims taught'1’ t''° re is.tbe need un' ly among ourselves. Experience 
ties inhal V  tbat ^ itbout sucb unity among the various communi- 
„r,.rinPrDi,|1 1118 t*1'8 country of ours, without hearty and believing 
all tho oth among t*30 Hindus, Mussalmans, Sikhs and Parsis and 
peaceful "■ I13 immunities, we cannot liberate our country or live 
fact tint ai'r "onourable lives. History bears testimony to the 
mans Ul tbe days o! tbo rules, Hindus and Mussal-
-ir on tho ' i1D amity> Sood-will and brotherly attachment. But, 

'lf tho British traders into India with their 
dis-unior * ^ .torpr*8e Hmy have found their success entirely on our 
fast into' i u,) advent of foreign rule our nation is sinking 
which ic t,„r„<!8e!ieJation‘ We are iiving lives of ease and indolence,
, u v - - -ured for us by the vigilant industry of others, and we 

i ?h contaIninated more with the virtues of Europe. The
result is that we soon became indifferent to the laws of God and to
tne demands of our couutry, But what God Almighty does not 
want to perish, no amount, of poisoning can kill. Tho day that 
the Government gave India the Eowlatt Act, the Punjab massacre,



if ^ f c EA p 2 l ]  PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS
\. V af(^%ho dismemberment oi the Khilafat, that day was the daykcf , 
XVjtKJ^akeniD g and recuperation of India. India has fountiimB; 

^^feaS^her remedy lies not with unsympathetic British Doctors hut 
with horsolf, and we are now trying through our own efforts to rid 
ourselves from various maladies from which we are suffering.

Sisters, we must now look to the present conditions of our 
country and realise what efforts are being made to save her. Every 
country is composed of people of different religious faiths. But 
laws of God havo equal binding force on all— men and women alike.
A nation consists of men and women, and, whatever duties devolve 
on men, those are the duties devolve on women, those are the duties 
from which women are not exempt. It has been the saddest 
misfortune of India that her women have taken more and more 
to a life of ease and comfort and aloofness from all patriotic duties, 
the prosont day reader of history grows very doubtful whether 
a Nurjehan, a Ohandbibi or Rani Laxraibai of Jhansi, a Rebunissa, 
Ahalyabai or a Parbati were born in India. But praise be to 
God that even in this generation I do find patriotic women of the 
courage and determination of Mrs. Das, Mrs. Nehru, Mrs. Sarojini 
^aidu, Ansuyabai, Saraladevi, Begum Mahommed Ali or Begums 
Ansari, Khwnja Hasrat Mohani, Kitchlew and others of equal 
importance and reputation for marvellous sacrifice for truth and 
country, and I feel the satisfaction that the future historian of India 
" i  1 not fail to note the names of such great women as I havo 
mentioned above, along with Mahatma Gandhi and other leaders, as 

ie great nation-builders and liberators of India. Dear sisters, you 
•a',6 aul0,1Ssk you Nitas and Zainabis whose husbands have been 

m a r °j’ oast *nt°  prisons. You have amongBt you 
.. ? an ansakf.s whose dearest sons have cheerfully sacrificed
themselves at the alter of'Dharma’ and their country. They all 
deserve our gratitude. *

Domestic Politics.

i w 6 w ^ n 0,! p,ati6^ 6 are a,«-ays sweet. God’s promises are 
bound to be fulfilled. We owe some duties to God and our country.
We must give up all ideas of personal ease and comfort. We must
take a solemn vow that so long as our country and our religion aro 
not freed from foreign domination, so long must we not think of 
dressing ourselves. We must reduce our necessaries of life to barest 
minimum possible, so much so, that wo must be able to make our 
ends meet with what we should be able to earn by spinning and 
weaving, In this way we would be able to relieve our men of tho 
anxiety of having to provide for our expensive needs and thus to 
(leypte their fullest possible time and energy to carry on their



[ ( (  W \ l'\  ALL INDIA LADIES' CONFERENCE [ahmbpj^ vt 
V 3g%tu/°l Struggle to a successful end without worries or disalmflji® 

ol a domestic nature. Besides, we must work as much as o u r S f l O T  J 
to  completely fulfil the Khilafat and Congress Programme.

Enlisting as Volunteers

Now, about enlisting yourselves as volunteers, the time has 
come when ovary man and woman who has the least faith and
self-respect must consider himself as a soldier of the Army of God. 
lively one of us— Indians, men and women— is a volunteer, whether 
or not, through expediency or conviction, you may not sign the 
P edge. I urg9 you to fear non0 Q0(j ) at 3ame tjmei do 
no let yourselves be carried away by the impulse of the moment.

e situation in our country is very delicate and our duty is like
wise no less delicate. Don’t be afraid of prisons, but don’ t, at tho 
same time, forget the responsibilities of your religious and social 
I ? ', . wou^  advise you not to provoke arrest, but pray, do not
s ,r it when it comes. It will come as a natural consequence of 
youi courage and fearlessness. You must abide by the injunctions 
o ora., and the Shastras. Remember, that when all our men are 
111 ’ J0U have to keep flying the flag of Liborty.

Resolution.
tr, finrni6 t°t!Uti°n, was fchen passed calling upon the Women of India 
mandate. .®mse'V68 as Volunteers in obedience to the Congress
Mrs Shamlil vV'u8 moved by Swami Satyadev aud supported by 
Mrs. bhamlal Nehru, Mrs. Sarojini Naidu and Mrs. Gandhi.
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The All-India

Trade Union Congress
JHARIA , NOVEM BER 30TH, 1921.

The All-India Trade Union Congress held its second  
session (1st. session, 1920, at Bombay under Lala Lajpat R a i—
^6elT T  *^2 I) at Jharia, Bengal, on the 30th N ovem ber last 
with Mr. Joseph Baptista as the President and Mr. Ramjush 
Agarwala as the Chairman of the Reception Committee. There 
was a large attendance of the Colliery and Railway W orkers, 
and representatives of labour from Bombay and Madras also' 
attended.

In the course of his speech Seth T. Ramjush Agarwala, the 
Chairman of the Reception Committee said :— I am myself an 
employer of labour, but this association with colliery work for the 
last 22 years at Jharia furnished me ample opportunity to acquaint 
myself with tho ugly features of the mines labor. The difference 
between the mine-owners’ affluence and the coolies’ starvation wages 
is monstrous. In fact, the unequal struggle for bare existence has 
boon such an oppressive experience that I shall be false to myself 
if l do not redeem, at least in part, the debt I owe to ill-used labor, 
to  day, wo are no longer loading labor, but are led by it. Labor 
in Europe is playing for high stakes. It wants to reconstitute 
society, tear up the present economic system, do away with the 
private ownership of land and capital, and transfer all property from 
the individual to the community. Socialism is not now to India.
| ° that end, therefore, tho people of India must learn unity. 
Peasantry and artisans have again to he set on their feet. Strikes 
have now become a common feature of the Indian Labor movement. 
Last year, there were altogether 183 strikes in India, involving over 
three lakhs of workers. Oidy a small number were completely or 
partially successful. Strikes have their uses, but should not ho 
entered upon lightly for minor grievances. When you have to fight 
with the capitalistic Government, you must first make sure of your 
capacity to offer sustained, organised and peaceful resistance before 
deciding on strike.”

The Presidential Address.
In the course oi his Presidential address Mr. Joseph Bapiista 

said, the cupidity of capitalists inflamed trade jealousies and was
29(a)



MEETlNG 0F THE A lL  IHDIsl [ / u W
i f; ( ip l jy  yelponsible for the subjection of India. The real remedtyawls 
V /  bra^e °n that cupidity by fixing the maximum pr4fi#JlLJ 

capjttil by domestic legislation. Without a National Government. 
Tie-cbntiuued, we can not promote international solidarity, without 
political power we can not solve economic problems. Many friends 
imagine they can have Swadeshi before Swaraj. This is putting the 
cart before the horse. We may have Swaraj without Swadeshi, but 
never Swadeshi without Swaraj. True Swadeshi can only be reached 
by tariffs, but tariffs means fiscal freedom, which is uttorly incompatible 
with foreign rule. Therefore, we must first seek Swaraj.
. . .  . bbe Pi,0sident suggested the early establishment of a Labor 
Ministry, adding that the comparative indifference of the Govern
ment to Labor interests and problems was intolerable, considering 
that Labor constituted 90 per cent of the population and contributed 
b0 pel cent revenue oi the Government. Labor problems demanded 
an energetic policy and a generous budget, evon if half the army had 
to be disbanded. It was a gigantic problem, but it was chiefly the 
crca ,on of British Rule and Commerce, The unfavourable position 

a abor, 1,ldia was duo to the want of Trade Unions to regulate 
liud-mo--Vf'tn m„ateri‘l1 conditions of the workers. It would be the 

Our , . . 0,|gros3 to suggest moasuros to alleviate matters, 
nreaii of T a b '0" ’ said’ .'3 Co make the Congress the “ National” 
dividualistn amMi Pl* pollcy must be to steer clear of extreme in-
Socialism, liu, ,L  n eVr n?i'Wld i.°lloW th® 80lde" m6an ° f Pabiai1 Tuq • . lrado Union Congress cannot dispense with poli-

fear must be erea j  „ P° ' ' ' ,oal p° wer by combination. This
foreigners "  . I,ld,a where the power is in the hands of
sanctioned by Bntjb f T *  “ n " ’ 6V-e" ' ° r P° Htical 6nds, had booM 
Trade Union Cm' „ L a ’° r' ? here 19’ tbereioro- no reason for the 
workers’ welfare alfonbl -° b1°y°0tJt P?Htics' Moasur03 »or the 
compensation, national™ ,.1B0 ud!  aducation, sanitation, workmen’s

<** “ o £ K : “ ," w  iBte " "
inopportune 00. 'j. moment of tbo Prince’s visit is
I felt he was to ha conJUlg W38 announced by Lord Reading-, 
harbinger of Swaraj ° f ? Waraj H° may sti"  be ^
learnt a lesson from the War th"t ^  v “ 'vorkLere ,of the world have 
Nation without its consent F nJ 10 f atl0n sbo“ ld f?0Tver!1 another 
jection only by force Tint  ̂ anf can now ^eoP India in sub- 
that if Mr. Gandhi does not wf® T °  “ 3 n,'ehti follows day
r ” " ‘  wiu - t  “  s .  ' “f f s
■ MS a grand opportunity of immortalising bimsolf as tho Prince of



\- \ I^mejby) proclaiming crli d urli wliat. The right remedy fo in lm a , 
'.jsS\Varaj.

The Secretary then read messages of sympathy from a number 
of leading Indian politicians, also from the Workers’ Welfare 
League, London, Scottish Trade Union Congress, Glasgow, Irish 
Labor Party, Dublin, the Miners’ Federation of Great Britain, the 
General Council of the British Trade Union Congress, London, the 
Independent Labor Party and the General Union of Textile 
Workers, Huddersfield. Mr. J. H. Pattinson, M. L. C., a sym
pathetic colliery proprietor, attended.

The Swaraj Resolution
The following resolution was adopted :
“ This Congress declares that the time has now arrived for the 

attainment of Swaraj by the people of India.’
Mr. Chamanlal who moved the resolution said that the workers 

were the prop of the Nation. Tho only obstacles to national 
freedom were the Indian capitalists who with foreign capitalists 
exploited the workers. Under Swaraj that would be stopped.

Mr. E. L. Iyer who seconded Baid tho Madras Central Labour 
Board had a rule under which politics were taboo, but the experi
ence of tho past two years showed that policy was wrong.

Mr. B Miller in supporting Baid that ho represented about ono 
lakh of railway workers, Europoan and Indian, who were all in 
favour of Swaraj which was the birth-right of the Indian Nation.

Mr. K. Roy Choudhury, M. L. C,, who also supported the 
resolution, but was against introducing politics in trade unions, 
said that the workers wanted Swaraj to remove penal laws against 
themselves and generally to remove barbarous social conditions in 
the country.

Swami Vishvvanand, the leader of the Jharia miners who second
ed, said that although the miners produced coal-wealth they saw the 
spectacle to-day of the coal-dealers living luxurious lives while tbo 
mi iers lived in holes and worked without adequate food a. 1 cloth- 

g. The coal-m:ners led wretched lives and their pitiable condi
tion needed drastic remedy. Bo warned the colliery proprietors 
against the policy of drift which would eventually open the flood
gates of Bolshevism'.in India.

On the s cond day, December 1st. 1921, a resolution recom
mending Indian workmen to adopt Swadeshi and encourage hand
spinning aid hand-weav ing, moved by Shritmiti Savitri Devi, a 
young Gurkha lady, seconded by Doctor Murali Lai of Cawnpore, 
and supported by three other speakers, was unanimously adopted. 
Another important resolution was moved as follows ;—

( ( { « cY f 2 i ]  t h a L k  Un i o n  o o a g m &s  n i p
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I * ( Sik Congress deplores the miserable conditions of life-CTilMby- 
of Bihar-Bengal which cry aloud for the fo lll-.a, 1 

\ € V ! f ® e d i a t e remedial measures : Reduction of hours of work,
Artci-ease in the rate of wages, education, housing, compensation for 
injuries, ete,̂  and authorises the Executive Committee to confer 
with the colliery-owners and managers to adopt effective measures.”

Ihe resolution was moved by Swami Darahananand and second
ed by Swamy Vishwanand.

Mr. J. H. Pattinson, M. L C., speaking on this resolution, 
said : As a representative of the employers of colliery labor, I
may state definitely we are entirely in sympathy with labor. Our 
desire is to see labor well treated, well housed, well looked after, 
further, we desire to see the standard of colliery labor raised. We 
are prepared to grant reasonable labor demands. On the other 
hand, we are justified, I think, in asking labor to co-operate with us 
and give us more coal by working six days a weak. Further, I propose 

iat the collieries should start schools for miners’ children. Also my 
a- \ice to miners is : Should any colliery proprietor not give you decent 

ouses to live in, leave that colliery and go to a better one. The same 
remark applies towages, water-supply and general conditions. Another 
,'-ou °i"?u drink too much. It will spoil your health and make

A . '^ea { that you won’ t be able to work at all. I don’ t say give 
. nn v > nfrely. But drink in moderation. Wo are entirely in 

nrenureJtn'aff^ Trade U.uion move“ 0nt for coal-fields and are 
beip" disnutas 0ru 6T®ry aseistanc0‘ ^  itb sucb an organisation in 
m-nv cases rf gr,10vancr<! can very easily be settled and a great 
never again i r f  18Un{ierStandingf!’ which oocurred in tho Past, will 
do not let us qu ^ el - ° aFita!, ar,d ,fLabor- alld
it you will not regret it ^  y°U 6 ^  P’ ng hand ^  ,f J’° U aCCept

mineJsha \ tm S ein even861” 111̂  ° ” ‘ l® 2,ld Decemb6r and the commotion over ft  - greater numbers. There was a greater 
Europeans TOhn be act.,on of the capitalist Mine-owners, specially 
them declare th , nf  <ned to influence the Government and r ke 
condemned il,^0 bo ib" g of the conference illegal. The fc resolution 
Indian Mini 01 jCU aI! containing the resolutions passed by the 
i  fe r e d f  Z 8 ^ : ati0nandthe Indian Association; and
tions wouTd n Z  W  T h a" altitude, as disclosed by the resolu-
a n d L p C e r  6ateb,ttar6StCk8S War betwee'; ths

The circular in question contained two resolutions, one expres
sing the opinion bat the holding of the Congress in the present 
disturbed state of labour and general political unrest throughout



I ( Iijpa wjnl,likely to lead to serious trouble and danger of br^tcb of 
-hm that the holding of the proposed meeting antwa lre j 

' within 200 miles of the coal-fields should be prohibited. Another 
sakr-it the Government, would not prohibit the Congress, the joint 
meeting demanded a full and immediate provision for the protection 
of life and property of European and Indian residents and employers 
of labour and for the maintenance of law and order.

In the morning at the meeting of the Executive Committee a de
putation of colliery proprietors who are members of the Indian Mining 
Federation which had issued the circulars arrived and apologised for
their action whereupon they made the following declaration :__

That in view of the scandalous resolution embodied in circular 
No. 32 of 24th November passed by the Indian Mining Federation 
without inviting any opinion of the local members, we, the under
signed colliery proprietors, in meeting assembled hereby whole
heartedly sympathise with the All-India Trade Union Congress and 
«rge the Indian Minining Federation to withdraw the resolution or 
in the alternative the members should submit their resignations.”

Mr. J. P. Kesoji Pitambar moved the resolution and was 
supported by Dr. Kananji and R. Mukadum and others.

This created a tremendous sensation and when the Congress 
met the first resolution to bo moved was as follows —

That this Congress condemns the attitude taken up by the 
Indian Mining Association, the Indian Mining Federation, and' the 
Chamber of Commerce and warns these bodies that this only pre
cipitates the bitterest of class wars between the employer and the 
employees.”

This was moved by Seth Kamjush Agarwala and passed by a 
tumultuous enthusiasm.

The Secretary, Indian Mining Federation, on behalf of the 
colliery proprietors thereupon made amends by stating in the Con
gress that the Gujarati colliery-owners had that day agreed to grant 
several concessions to the miners regarding clothing, better-housing 
abolition of grog shops, sanitation, primary education, payment of 
side-allowance, gratuity compensation for injury etc. This 'was held 
as a great triumph for the Congress.

The second resolution of the day condemned the action allegod 
to bavo been taken in certain collieries in dismissing somo workmen 
for attending the Congress.

Mr. Miller, speaking on the resolution said that the colliery 
proprietors who acted in that way ought to be made to apologise to 
the Congress. Otherwise the only course left to them will be to 
declare a general strike in which event ho (Miller) would gladly 
take up the miners' leadership.
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V 'C ~ ^ ip //That a committee of Trade Union Congress be appointed 
'̂ ■vwbhr'one official to inform the International Labour Organisation 

how far the resolutions of the League of Nations Assemblies at Genoa 
and Washington have been carried into effect by the Government 
of India.

(2) That this Congress strongly protests against the refusal to 
ratify the conditions of the Genoa International Labour Conference, 
as such attitude is calculated to prejudice prospects of Indian 
Seamen by antagonising European comrades and recommends the 
adoption of draft conventions relating to hours of work, establish 
national Beamen codes, unemployment insurance for seamen, aboli
tion of Broker and Ghat Sareng system and establishing facilities 
for finding employment for seamen.

(3) That Indian Nautical Institutes be established in each 
Indian seaport.

(t) That this Congress sends its message of sympathy to the 
starving millions in Russia and calls upon the workers of the world 
to help Russia in her struggle for peace.

(5) I hat this Congress requests the Workers’ Welfare League 
01 i7nt” a t0 ^certain how the state of unemployment of British 

r.° ?arl k®.speedily remedied by prompt co-operation between 
workers in India and those of Great Britain and Ireland.

^ atLthis Congress extends its fraternal greetings to Indian 
ucr .era in Fiji and other foreign parts and instructs its executive 
comij" e o discover through communication with workers in Fiji 
wha ii.uian workers can do to help them in their struggle.

... 1 'n cas® strikes sanctioned by thr Trade Union Con-
,.;rt>ns or i s  executive the affiliated Union must contribute to main- 
tarn strikers , the strike extends over a period of more than a 
mo.) , an or this purpose instructs the executi. e committee to 
start special strike insurance fund.

<8> t 1̂'8 Congress resolves in view of the affair of colliery
piopne oia t mt a joint committee be formed to discuss question of 
improvement Oi the present condition of labour in coal-fields and the 
ques.ion o creating machinery for amicable settlement between 
proprietors and miners.

y j )  Ih a t^  th is  C o n g r e s s  in s t r u c t s  i t s  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e o  t o  
c re a te  u n d e r  i ts  a u t h o r i t y  p o w e r f u l  loca l  e x e c u t i v e  c o m m i t t e e s  a t  
M a d r a s ,  C a lc u t ta ,  .T h a n a ,  J a m s h e d p u r ,  a n d  o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  l a b o u r  
c e n t r e s  a n a  c o n d u c t  th e  w o r k  o f  o r g a n is a t i o n  o r  s u p e r v i s i o n  a n d  
a ss is ta n c e  o f  e x p l o i t e d  w o r k e r s  in all  i m p o r t a n t  c e n t r e s .

( i f  ^  V | I  M k k  T IL  G 0 } '  1  H E  A L L  1I\ L I  A  t f c f T
\. V /  •/ Other Resolutions Passed .1 .
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l ’  \ ^ » ly ) 'J T h a t the Executive Committee should take mrofcfre, 

iiitfTfuroa by all means in their power to compel Indian employ^rlTo 
provid&^nodern housing for the workers fit for human habitation.

U l)  That this Congress is of opinion that vital problems would 
not receive proper attention until a Ministry of labour in which 
labour has confidence is established devoted to the interest of labour

(12) That this Congress condemns war, as in its opinion war 
ontaiis useless sacrifice on the part of the workers of the world 
and calls upon the world-workers to adopt concerted action in order
o prevent international warfare,

(13) That in view of the prevailing tendency of Indians to 
Prefer hand-spun and hand-woven clothes this Congress urges upon 
employers not to’ interfere with employees’ choice to wear Kbadi 
except in cases of prescribed uniforms.

(ID  That in regard to Railway workers a scale of minimum 
wages should be fixed, that gratuities and bonus should not be for- 
eited in case of declaration of strike by employees, and that condi-
‘ °ns regarding gratuity should bo altered making it a right and not  ̂ sift.

. Arrangements be made for the proper housing, medical
eatment and education of railway-men and their children.'

DavA ,  ? ’hat the contract system on railways in connection with
servants61̂ 8 6t° ' ’ Sh° U'd b<3 abolished and a11 be treated as railway

■ ^ bi ‘£ a i,;0s 1,; r ‘ "  r,“ ' li," !ree*rd * » «
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All-India Police Conference
HOWRAH—28TR DECEMBER 1921

fhe All-India Police Conference held its first session at H rwrah on the 
28th. December 192 L. About six hundred delegates, mainly Indians and 
a sprinkling of Anglo-Indians, attended from all parts of India. Mr. C.
C. Mukherji, D. S. P. was the Chairman of the Reception Committee, and 
Rai Saheb P. C. Biswas, D. S. P. was the President.

The Presidential Address
A halo of romance is attached to tradition of everything and 

it has a potential value in maintaining its esprit de corps. It is a 
matter of common knowledge lhat old traditions die hard and a 
bad reputation long survives the introduction of improvement.
•Ihe traditional instances of oppression of by-gone ages have still 
a strong hold on the prejudice of the people. It is indeed a mis- 
rortuna to our department that although isolated cases of oppre
ssion sometimes occur, as there is black sheep in every department, 
our sorvices has not gained a bit in  the estimation ol the public, 
l o w i y s n i t i i  ^  easy to criticise, but those who are in it 
shuu d realise what, courage and honesty, perseverance and pati
ence combined with risk of life aro required in the faithful dis- 
chaige o our duties, with unsympathetic superiors upwards, and 
exaoting critics backwards.

In this connection I would like to discuss the popular rois- 
coneop ions regarding our service, The learned Members of the 
Gounc' o en Bay that the difference in pay of membors of Police 
servici s an othor members of analogous services is due to the 
difference in academical qualifications required for admission into 
tiie respective services. We may not be so many B. A.s or M- A.s 
or so many echnioal graduates, but we are graduates in our own 
science, runinology, which necessarily teaches us something of 
every science, technical subjects, 6uch as Psychology, Chemistry, 
.survey, notograpby, Toxicology, Botany, Neumasmatice, and 
w a no . U e can challenge any other department where such 
varied knowledge is required. A petty head-constable on Bs. 25 
is omg I ie same thing in a rural part of a country which a coroner 
with a high salary does in Calcutta, Madras and Bombay. Besides 
this, are we not standing like stone-statues at our posts in the 
scorching sun of Rajputana and the Loo of tho United Provinces 
and tho Punjab when everybody else is under a fan on in the 
shado 1 Are we not patrolling at night in ceaseless down-pour



| \ ° f f^ ’ ,1yf)r *n snow in hilly districts to protect the life and, :,uror
, • V <§27 hf.yhe people 1 Are we not shivering with Malaria in ]ra il  j  

unhealthy places and consuming a pound of quinine every month 
^^nagr^Government orders and doing our duty without a murmur 1 

Are we not conveying patients of infectious diseases to hospital 1 
Are we not removing unclaimed cadavers and disposing of them 
for the welfare of the public 1

Then, what does it matter if we can efficiently discharge 
those multifarious duties though with ljsser educational qualifica
tions in comparison with other departments of the Government ? 
but alas ! comrades, not a word of praise for all these unpalatable 
works cither from the honourable Members or the Authorities.

. ; the irony of fate, I would appeal to my countrymen and 
cntics to weigh all these factors into their consideration .before 
hoy hasten to make any remark off-hand, and not to forget that 

our service is of a peculiar nature, without any parallel in other 
sister departments, and as such it requires special consideration.

Let us now see what is the character of our force. Tho 
character of the police is said to be the character of the nation. I 
do not believe it. We are depicted to bo anything but scoundrels 
of the blackest order. Wo are charged with perjury, forgery, 
bribery and knavery. Our reports and our diaries are described as 

police papers” meaning something incredible. Whilst police 
officers m other countries are examined in chamber and their evi- 

18 ,. 00 as eospel truth, our evidence bore is to be accepted
j 10n' iVen f'h® Indian Evidence Act excludes statements 

this stierrn̂ 6; a l)0.109 °® eer from the evidence. How we can remove 
this black ,H »n ,mP°rtant problem for solution. The root causes of 
second t-h, t- 8™i Sf.^m t0 *’0 tW0 ’ f*10 ^rst’ our ' ow Pa5b al>d the 
The remedy"?f" h,' « ourse*ve8 w>th the interest of the prosecution,
deal h i t 6 rT  " 'Uh th° Government and T shall
dea h that later on, but the second lies with us alone. We can 
place the whole truth and tho naked truth before the Judge. What 
does It matter if in the five per cent of the burglary cases or twenty 
per cent dacoity cases which we are at best able to detect in India 
the culprits go off unpunished for want of sufficient evidence 1 The 
days of no conviction— no promotion ’ having long passed away, 
why should wo simply for fear of frowns of our superiors or for 
better figures in the administrative reports derogate ourselves to the 
humiliating character the people give us I We should never forgot 
that honesty is the best policy in life.

If our tradition and character be such as I have said just now 
"'hat are our powers and privileges 1 Comrades, we have unlimited' 
Powers, so to say. The First Police Act, under the British Adudnis- 

30
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S H ’f i f .8.enacted in Lord Cornwallis’s time. The p o w e V ^ J i  
tbe« laid down have been retained word perKv î 

F'^- 'X ^ 9 Ij ̂  Police Act of 1861. Besides, whenever any Act or 
’ * ,LIa.. ,a" ' s passed we are vested with additional powers. I am 
not talking of our powers under the Criminal Procedure Code or 
L , 0 109 we require them. But we have been given addi
n' n-a P?'vers under the Salt Act, Fisheries Act, Opium Act, 

XR1S0i Aotr Forest Act and a number of other Acts. Additional 
powers mean additional responsibilities and extra labour. But does 
col remu,,®r*tiou increase with the increase of labour 1 I should 
out al|P There are separate departments for working

l > 1 e aws at a great expense on the part of the Government 
I | ~L eSitimate duty is to enforce them. But wo are so many sugar- 
if wn !Use,s a,.'d we must carry any amount of load on our backs even 
dnt:..are atnlsbed with hunger. If we aro to do theso additional 
. . should not the Government abolish those departments

T ' ê tae savings for the betterment of our pay and prospect 1 
of e o i d l   ̂ C6nsus ° f 0ur mu|tifarious duties. We are reporters 
officer. w«PS’ ^°cto,s l°r distributing cholera pills, we are census 
marching X t  the suppliers of carts and ration to the Military 
Government off"6 i&re t'ie suppl'ers of the necessarios of touring 
unclaimed deari I n -  W® are, tbe conservancy officers to remove 
the lowest pai,i nffi°dle8 wbat not? And y0t> Comrades, we are 

But pal 1 ttmcers of Government.
you know gentlo°'T " °  ŝ alld witb regard to our privileges. Do 
Sub-Inspector in thTio,u k Wera th® pay aild Privileges of a Police 
Thanndar, and ‘ 1 oe*,tnry ? He was known as a Daroga or
a trifling amount !>ay was ^s.W5 to Rs. 30. Don’t think that was 
it is sold at R3 -.i'00 W!ij  tben stdd at ® reds, per rupee and now 
valent to Rs. 800 now*'^ T' ’ ^ up?es of lbe 10th century is equi- 
of Police, Calcutta At , 1 ’ i*116 ,be P»y of the Commissioner
the Sub-Inspector ’ 0tl,y ^ 8' *• e- e'Sbt times of the pay of
Rs. 2,260 and the S i , th° Commissioner of Police is getting 
20 timos of the s„v \ * ,lsPector Rs- ICO on the average, i. e. be gets 
gazetted officers . ri '.u1390*'01 8 pHy' The Sub-Inspectors were then 
Governor-General ' T i y c?uld not be punished except by the 
lege and came t0 lie at ?>?, n0t k,101T h° l.v and vvben they lost this Pn'vi- 
initial pay remained , n 10 mer°y of tbeir every-day superiors, but tbeir 
raised from RH 30 ir, rf throughout the 19th century and was

J doit know " 1905 a,'d t0 KS' 80 °nly th6 laSt ynar-
created. It was p r o b a b l ^ 8" ! the tank of ln6PeotorB was 
legislated. The 1st and M  ,whpl1 tbe currellt Police Act was
Many of us Vere gazetfed offl * ^  ? ffic°r* ar0 Gazc’U^  0ffic9« -  * were gazetted pftcers as 1st and 2nd grade Inspectors

X â £ ■ e°^X
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• \ ° S W: ^ ma ^ut 01:8 *” :e morninS we suddenly came to VtfjLJ
bee" promoted to non-gazotted rank ! Thus yoirsleW^ 

gentlemen, that our powers are gradually increasing but our urivi' 
leges are gradually vanishing. Why should Excise Inspectors and 

L,y- Collectors, whose services were analogous to those of 
Inspectors of Police, be gazetted while the Police Inspectors should 
be non gazetted 1 We were elated with joy when the Government 
kept our department as a reserved subject. We, foresootb, thought 
that we would get more pay, more privileges. Wo have painfully
the thali we are’ as ^  " -ere> a oi goats to be sacriticed at 
j - e ' p 01" of State necessity. Eevonue has fallen short— the subor- 
nece 8 Police sbould get less pay than others, a retrenchment is 
Pol' Sbiin  f° meet; ^ e  deficit in the finance— it must be done from the 

ice Department and not from any of the transferred departments, 
et us see what other privileges we have got. We are said to 

e ong to the civil department, but do we get advantages of the 
Hi i. orvice . Our duty is entirely of a military nature ; our drill, 
ur punishment drill, confinement to quarters, our discipline in 
o oidcrly room, our uniform and sentry duty, our fall-in at bugle 

°Pn ■ anG aJarm belli our firing on mob rioters, are all of a military 
.- me anf] yot we are not entitled to the privileges of the 

' u f  department. The civil part of our service i. e. the 
with^thr,11̂ r °t  ° prevention a,lfl detection of c -ime, combined 
responsible th 'taf l  P°-,t.10u’ has made our duties mort enormous and 
in t h r field 1,“ ' ltary- ThB miHtary are ou rare occasions
bd; bing akin to** the ^  ' S’ alway? in ifc- But do wr S0t
1 eion like tho r* ^eJcJ* ^ 0wanc6 or ration or special It e and
opertions of 6the 6Xempted *omdrawn Thu= ,, n Aot bu ''ban privilege has also been 'vith-

the priyiieges
work is of a military .“ tore °  afra,d' aS 1 have said> ur

Let us see if we gef the : i . ,
You know .very civil ser ofc gets a dafh ° In C‘V dp/ ' art£ne" t- i k i f , s a aalJ3 >tlio\ ance whenever he
goes beyond 5 miles from the head-quail„« am sis mileage when 
he travels more than 20 miles. Do the H eart Constables and Com 
tables who form the Integra part of our department get a single

Pice within the jurisdiction of then respective Thanas though t hey
may be travelling 50 miles at a stretch. Are the Police officers 
entitled to all the privileges of travelling allowance when (hey are 
transferred from one station to another within the same district 1 
I ho answer is emphatically in the negative. We have read Art.

C. S. E. under which every civil servant gets daily allowance 
according to the distance travelled by him when he is supplied wit\,

PBX81DMM7AL JDD11ESS ( A



( i f  f P  Yf' A L L  IN  P i.4 PO LICE CONFERENCE  [JUvJTn
\-A  or its propulsion allowance. Our Sub InspectoralA;a j  '

■ giveti- only the conveyance allowance and not the conveyanco, do 
'1!V' "«t daily allowance nor half mileage. The Railway Police 
(excluding tho Bombay Presidency) gets only the daily allowance for 
absence of 8 hours, and River Police Officers travelling with passes by 
steamers do not get any allowance whatever except a nominal fixod 
travelling allowance quite contrary to the rules applicable to the other 
civil servants. Is there any justification for their differential treat
ment ! None. So in whatever direction we go in tho matter of our 
Pay and prospects, rights and privileges, we find ourselves nowhere,

Do you think, Comrades, that tho authorities do not under
stand that with our pay and privileges we cannot maintain ourselves 1 
Do you ever for a moment believe that the Hon’ble Members in 
charge of the Police Department do not know,— pardon me for saying 
so, that many of the subordinate ranks are led to have recourse to 
duhonest means for their maintenance? The Hon’ble Members 
belong to that intelligent race which is ruling half the globe and 
they have vast experience of Indian affairs and we can not believe 
t nit they do not understand the situation. They do, but they will 
not mend matters as they do not care a fig for the welfare of so 
many biped animals as we are looked upon by them. We must 
protest, my Comrades, as vehemently as we can, aga.nst these 
iniquities, handicapped thoug we are with Police Act V of 1861.

,,r? 18 a *'lu and death question, it is no good mincing matte, no 
gnoi y,n® 0I’ starvation without giving vent to tti„ true feeling, 
but theY emer!’ comparison is said to bo a bad taste. It may be,
, .®r® are tmes when it becomes a necessity. Vv o are desti ad

■ , . 01 hours, night and day. Tb» English Coiio„abulary is
-at , o ave six hours day. Tho coolies of the mills in India ha. j 
. inurs ( ay. All other departments of Government have 6 hours 

l' , ar® departments where day does "ot b eak at all, but 
ay jfcaks when we are enlisted and closes ..hen we retire,

) /  w'- are ’ lable to be penalised if we try to have a moment’s rest 
or_ •t' lsur®‘ But yet there is absolutely no special concession for leave 
01 i'p' ,s,0D‘  ̂ On the contrary, we are rather worse than other civil 
■ ® iants, 1 hey get leave whenever they require it, but we get it 
by turn when the necessity is over. An officer applied for throe 
mor.tiis privilege leave in March 1901 and he got it in April 1906 ! 
itsovan allah I Is this justice 1

If therefore, as I have said, the police service is an essential > 
part of the body-politic, the provincial and subordinate services are 
its back-bone because it is these services which are required to bear 
the train strain and burden of work. Let us imagine for a moment 
the position of a Sub-Inspector iu an outlying Thana— vested

Gô % \ * |



l ylâ i powers and responsibilities, left to work aecorirwm fo
judgment and discretion on occasions of emergkwcrfcr' 

V^jfelw&q bo live among the most insanitary surroundings, deprived oi 
the means oi educating his children, of requisitioning for medical 
aid in cases of illness, a stranger to the local people and yet requir
ed to watch the bad characters and control the local crime. In 
fact, an ideal station house officer must be a person fearlessly devot
ed to his duties, strictly honest and at the same time discreet and 
loyal, popular with his superiors and subordinates and the local 
People, must have an immense amount of energy and initiative, 
courage and resourcefulness and intelligence. In remote places he is 
the only representative of the mighty British Raj, of all its power and 
glory, its reputation and prestige. I challenge any one to point, out 
any other service in which these qualifications to such a degree are 
required to be displayed in the ordinary daily work of an officer.

If our difficulties are immense, the criticism of a section of the 
population against the Polico service as a whole is indeed dis
heartening. 1 would ask these gentlemen to imagine for a moment 
the state into which the country would be thrown if the force was 
withdrawn for a day. Imagine, gentlemen, what happens if the 
subordinate police force ceases to exist for a single day ; the high 
officials run t0 treasuries to guard them ; Mr. 1. B Dutt, the pro
mulgator oi tho Retrenchment Committee in Bengal, armed with 
a walking stick— M. L. C.’s, like Police Officers not being exempt
ed fri \ the operations of the Arms Act— mounts guard over the 
Malkh,. ia and Kumar Shib Sjkharesvvar arrains his darwans to 
piotect . . * beir-looms. The public in general have no sleep. Any 
liL nher ot mail robberies and V . ..se dacoities are reported ; the 
rnsone s escape rrom the lock-up ; a few ptbisis patriots lying in 
the beach of Vizagapatam and no philanthropic men found to remove 
them to hospital ; two victims of cholera lying in Muiohand’s Oharma- 
sbala at. Lahore,^none to remove them, the non co-operators shout 

Allha-ho-Akbar . Bands Mataram,”  with greater vehemence caus
ing croater annoyance ana nervousness to the authorities ; the Law 
Courts are closed ; the administrative machinery is com> Ltely upset.

imagine again, gentleman, what will be the effe if >he sub
ordinate police refuse to oboy the command of his superior officer for 
dispersing or firing on a riotous mob. You may laugh at the idea.
I too know that such a thing is impossible or at least undesirable. 
But no one knows how things change. You must, not forget that 
the people of the country are no longer afraid of jail, and this spirit 
has also been imbibed by the subordinate police. At the same time 
I can assert, that so long as their superior officers retain a grain of 
influence over them, they will never go astray. We are, however,
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i f W t l l  y!L^  m i>7A P (JLjC E  COhFEUKlSCE [/wPOTH 
1’  y S f ’ jf®p’ering, and what will be the consequence if such 
X v f e r lT' CxtJeme disappointment, 1 Where will be tbe pres

hc;ld ! ' "meint ' ,D remote districts, far away from the Fort or the 
of DrestfJl S? [ de,taChment8’ the Eub°rdinate police are the keepers 
aware of H °!ftdle !ZZat ° f tlle Government. The Government is also 
humanit,, a  ac • Ut af we ars’ as if were> ,be accurfed section of 
mAnf f y* ,.ere 18 a Pa^Pable want of effort, on the part of Govern- 

o ameliorate our wretched condition.

an 1 ]^ent' etDen> our duties to State and public are much talked of, 
b fUS 806 bo.w we stal)d at present regarding them. While I 
 ̂ °Fr relation to the State I can boldly assert without fear of 

of t|r&<p Ctl0D tbat ' fc ls ° ? r department that serves the best interests 
of ir6 Javernment> and in fact we are the eyes, ears, and limbs 
■ ' e are regarded as next to the Army, and why say next,

. j0,111" ®ases more important than that. It is our department 
ii °f , a °F® stands by it in time of its sore trials, and is faced with 

„ •, e difficulties and their consequences, This will be quite 
6m^0n 11 we l°ob back to the past. Whenever our Government is 
of m / T 8™’ ,be be p̂ our servIC0 is requisitioned. It is members 
combat'°^'ar*:IneD*; bought out anarchism in the past and is 
cri : " lg tbe non-co-operation movement in the recent political
onrdf>WtJ6 couutry> but w' tb wbat result? It is members of 
dischirPartmi6D*i wbo bavo sbed tbe besf' blood ' n their faithful 
Babu' ° duty‘ ^There are Khan Bahadur Shams ul-Alam, 
Madhu sastiljto Komar Ghatterjee, Jitendra Mohan Ghosh and 
who havB 3n to'day ' There are hundred other com. rdes of mine 
oven by te.B1-Prov®d. tbeir unflinching loyalty to f i j it  out anarchism 
shabbily tv,n-g tbelr IV6Si Bet their departed souls now sbe how
to pay and ^  cctrirades are beir'g treated to-day with respect
let them 8clBr0!pect8 b,efc us invoke their departed spirits and 
for the c-mcr, '°rW Jibe b!ood tbat tbey bad ungrudgingly shed
whole and I t  °u Government has benefitted the service, as a
could’ ’ make tbem say wbat they think o. their sacrifice. If they 
plainly that t r r >0le 6poecbee’ tbey would perhaps have told you 
bring any recr ° *6 for Government to prove loyalty, will not actually 
of their set .•mpense t0 sufferers, nor in any way help the members 
mistake and fi® v ,aild they would have told you, to do so was a 
re pen ted* *f o/°fK 6 b n ®6 8‘ On the .other hand, they would have D0W 
would tell tt eIr fearle.ss apd faithful devotion. The survivors
of patting and B r irV * !V Y ” 6 ° f need you would roceiv" al)y amount 
prom s8 never f  d,pl° “ a0y would hold out any amount of 
be 3 be kept’ but wh6n the I,eed wil1 be over you will
treated <■̂  Cats a’ ‘d do*8 i the documents of promises being 
ueated as old scraps of paper.” 'Ihis would make us realise the



K ^ - S M i V  *aying t,lat no one gains anything by standing ag'aMik-lii—i 
^f^timS/aspirations of the people of the soil.

 ̂ ' Next, what about our relation to the public 1 The sufficiency
of the service to a large extent depends on the closeness of touch 
with the people and the extent to which it can inspire public trust 
and confidence. For matters of detection or prevention or reporting 
of crime etc,, we are to rely on the evidence of those acquainted 
with them. In a vast country like India with diverse population, 
with dilFerent traditions and custom, our department, in each pro
vince, can by no means sufficiently discharge its duties without the 
co-operation and sympathy of the people. But to our bad luck we 
are looked upon with awe and suspicion by the public, and our 
presence is shunned by them. This apathy of the public is due to 
many causes and I shall only deal with the underlying causes that 
have placed our service under such a popular ban.

We are doing our duty as faithfully and as diligently as the 
police of all other countries in the world are doing. The police of 
other countries are said to be popular and the police of England are 
said to be universally popular. But why are we so unpopular ? The 
reason is not far to seek. The police are the agents who maintain 
the dignity of law. In those countries where laws are made by the 
people, the police are popular, because they maintain the dignity 
of the people’s law. Here, in India, the laws are made by Govern
ment and the people are of opinion that the laws are made to rule 
them, to control their natural aspirations and not for their benefit.
\ve maintain the dignity of these laws and enforce them. That
is one reason why we are so very unpopular.
, „  ^ h6nuI spea|i of our unpopularity, I cannot refrain from utter- 
nt.fitndn0Uf( u" plo!lsant if' may bfh that our conduct rulos and the 
the nnhlin superlors rather accentuato our estrangement from
thei, hplrtv „ °aD,-'0t lreoly mix with thetn’ independently invokethen hearty co-operation and sympathy for which thero is tho greatest
DBfid for our duties i if we r]o so we ata nn a * * ,! i , ’ . ,vo ao so« " e are> on flimsiest pretexts,
looked upon with suspicion by our superiors, oven penalised and our 
promotions are stopped. I ask, Comrades, who are responsible for 
this 1 I can at once say, we have absolutely no fault except that 
we belong to this unpopular department and it is our superiors and 
conduct rules that widen this gulf. I need not cite instances to 
drive this matter home to you, as 1 am sure, many of you, in your 
official career, have experienced it, but I would like Hi draw your 
attention to a most recent Government order. When the country 
is passing through a great political crisis Bince the launching of tho 
non-co-operation movement, Government is taking all precautionary 
steps to combat it and recent Govehiment circulars have authorised

(if  W j B W j ip i ]  PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS v Q T



■ G°^x

'ltP*rT  7S *° address ,n meetings to explain to the agitated ^Iggel 
\‘ . . t^^odd/estilts of the Reforms Scheme that are suro to c o n j T J 

.time. Bat what about us? Wo have been strictly forbidden to 
jtnrrany meeting or to make any speech to achieve the same end, 
which our fellow-brothers in sister services allowed. This single 
example will he enough to prove the truth of my above statement.
I hen, why is this differentiation of treatment and these chains and 
fetters to keep us off the public 1 Lastly, I can assert as an 
axiomatic truth that so long as this undesirable relationship exists 
and the more it is delayed to remedy it, the more our service will 
suffer in efficiency. It is a matter of some consolation to ns that 
with the inauguration of the Reforms Scheme, the people have 
begun to realise that it is the laws that are unpopular and not the 
police and that our otdy fault is that we are to carry out these 
unpopular laws. They are now blaming Government more than 
their dutiful servants, the Police. Thus we can fairly hope that we 
are not going to remain long as unpopular as we are to-day.

Appeal to Countrymen.
At the same time we should appeal to our countrymen to 

boar in mind that the police are the servants of the public in 
the truest sense of the word. You, the public, are to pay for all 
other services of the Government, bo it postal, telegraph or law. 
Tour letter will not be delivered unless you pay for the postage, 
your message will not be sent unless you pay the usual charges, 
your petitions and applications in court will not be accepted and 
beard unless you pay the usual court fees. You pay all those 
charges ungrudgingly ; hut while we, the police, are ever ready to 
serve at your bidding, watching over your property in you” slum
bers, protecting your interests in all your daily transactions, 
stiil we are treated with animosity, wo are looked upon as your 
tormentors, we are shunned as pests. Gentlemen, it is with a deep 
sense of mortification I utter these words. It is a fact that the 
public views us with jaundiced eyes and it should be our duty to 
cure them of these disease. I would again appeal to my country
men that they should think of our position very seriously and never 
forget that we are to wsnrve two masters and to please both. I can 
tell my countrymen that our strength does not lie so much in the 
support of the Government as in their hearty co-operation.

Racial equality.
Allow me now, to pass it to another important subject. We 

are bearing of some time past much of the sweet phrase “ Racial 
Equality/' Let us see how far it has affected our services, The 
expression is very sweet and palatable, as it stands. We do not 
care how far the public have* appreciated it nor do we care if
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\ olm j e r /^  of tho Criminal Procedure Code, relating to tha puprlbl , 
ment of our rating race, is abolished or modified. We are o o n c m ^

X'tdL\rftbso much as it relates to the Police Department. Since the 
Queen’s Proclamation we have been enjoying, though indifferently, 
racial equality, and we were being admitted into the Imperial 
Service without any distinction in respect of pay and privileges till 
the black year 1905 when for tha first time racial inequality crept 
in our department. The rank of Deputy Superintendents was creat
ed and the Inspectors were by a stroke of pen debarred from being 
promoted to the rank of Assistant Superintendents, and deprived 
of the right and privilege they have been enjoying since 1793. This 
ia not all. The promoted Superintendent of Police from the 
subordinate rank was made to accept lees pay than his European 
colleague in the respective grade by Rs. 100. The minimum pay 
of a European Superintendent of Police was Rs, 700 while that of 
an Indian Iis, 600. The formula of equality according to the rules of 
the Indo-English mathematics came to be x plus y equal z , where 
y was only a paltry sum of Rs. 100. That was all right and things 
went on in the same way till 1920, when he put into our hands 
'Delhika-laddu” — the so called Reforms. In the new time-scale the 

pay of the European cadre of the Imperial Polico Service has been 
raisod from Rs. 300 — 1200, to 450—1 iOO—a 50 per cent incre
ment throughout. I say European cadre because the Indian cadre 
of that servico is being filled up also by Europeans of Indian 
domicile. We are not interested with the pay and prospect of the 
former class of officers ; we are only interested in Indian Superin
tendents, who are promoted from Deputy Superintendents and 
Inspectors. Have thoy been given an increment of 50 per cent 
according to tho principle of racial equality ? Certainly not. They 
are under the new Reforms, to begin with Rs. 700 only and will 
throughout their career draw on an average Rs. 200 less. His Ex
cellency the Viceroy has been preaching racial equality since he 
set his feet on the shores of tho Arabian Sea with justice as his 
hand-maid, and all expected that this racial inequality, existing in 
our service, would be removed by His Excellency! ' But alas ! 
gentlemen, the same disappointment comes to us, for in tho last 
communique enhanebing tho pay of the Imperial oudre which has 
been published in His Excellency’s time only the European officers 
who were in service beforo the introduction of the time-scale of pay 
have been favoured with the ovoreoas allowances, But lot us hone 
against hope and be optimistic. It might be that the communique 
referred to above was basod on a Despatch from His Excellency’s 
predecessor and be could not give effect to his promise without 
reference t.o the Secretary of State. Lot us wait and see what His
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. \ Jig^elUifdy does. So far however there is no iota of racial 
\^ym%u4v^ervice. In the face of three distinct scales of pay foT -nA^ 

same office, amongst different races in the police department, can any 
one assert that there is no racial inequality in this department 1 If any 
body still perversely maintain that there is no racial inequality, he 
must then either be an insane or an unscrupulous politician.

The Inspectors
ISoxt, what about the Inspectors 1 As I have already told you 

they have practically no chance of promotion to higher service. 
During the recent years, however, owing to war vacancies a number 
°f Inspectors were promoted to act as Deputy Superintendents anti 
t ley wore made to bear all the brunt of higher responsibilities, but 
now that European officers are available they are being asked 
to vacate their appointments and are being cast aside as worn-out 
shoes. Such treatment is unbecoming on the part of any Govern- 
ment and 1 dare say no European service would have tolerated it.

hilo the Government is generous enough to safeguard the officers 
9 , .  P mperial Service from the loss of any acting allowance to 
j' '? *■ ey become entitled under the temporary exigencies of cadre, 
after6fiae6 °v *nSPef t0rS °* .P °boe> these experienced officers are,

, • ,or ‘ years' hard trial, told to vacate their posts in favour of 
mn: t m«t°^tB'derS’ Eur0ljean a,ld Indian. Not only so, the treat- 
uiiiverBfti V  ° Ut t0 them in the mi*tter of their pay has aroused 
imniediate|lv1E0°ntent\ and’ " eed 1 say’ unless the grievances are 
the efiicipi r(;ni,oved by adequate steps, it will not be our fault if 

' cy oi fhe police service deteriorates.
T^e Sub-Inspectors

tors, Head’8fv  t£le ®ases of Sub-Inspectors, Assistant Sub-Inspec- 
eeparate plUCe 7  jb|fS a')d C° I)stables. I have mentioned in a 
In the case of r ’ 168 a.nd dlscomf°rts attending their duties, 
has been introduce/8̂ 0-8’ V‘ m°St of the provinces a scale of pay 
postal officials in ,k i ‘°h ' S a ,most e(fual t0 tbe rate sanctioned for 
auoe, while mi„. n 0Wer erade' I" the matter of travelling allow- 
under the Civil 7  .r0v’ nces have allowed them the scale admissible 
ment have conft Z T  ^ eguJation8 and wbile the Bombay Govern- 
irrespective of th« ° ;  l,“ em l ^e Privileges of second class officers 
even denied them tt,00 0 actU!d Pay> our Bengal Government has 
subordinate service officer 7 T mrykPriVi,lege8 which are ei,j°yed by all 
^  third c l a e r X e r7  s i i r,°"?h0Ut and bas cla8sed them 
Inspectors and Hoad Cnnm n  ‘ ‘i r I n  tbe case of Asslatanfc Sub- 
t bom are r , t  d tabiesth9payand alI° war,ces granted to
) iv rg Z e r a, dT e«PnP0? k ' ,g a,’ ,d th6y havo “ ot even got a bare - $ , and c*nnot but take some time to present before you
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r  \ W &  I,h6;claims of these members in the lower stratum of t h ^ ^ f c e  
\ V  - . j r a ^ ^ e r /  disregarded. k / A .  J

Bengal outsider Sub-Inspectors and Assistant Sub-Inspectors 
are both recruited from the same class with similar educational 
qualification and social status, and the system is that the recruit
ment is to be made from the persons who are nominated for appoint
ment as Sub-Inspectors but are not finally selected. The system is 
p  |aot'> similar to the appointmont of Deputy and Sub-Deputy 
Collectors, but while in this case the rates of initial pay of the two 
ranks bear the ratio of 250 to 175, in the case of Sub-Inspectors 
l "  ^ ssl3ta|it Sub-Inspectors they are in the ratio of 80 to 25 
aJerf V' ng the. comparison with Sub-Inspectors, is Rs. 25 now

C1rnt hving wages for a man Possessing the minimum 
for !?n ° f Matriculation pass? Has such a rate been adopted
thar^Th l S.ervioe with similar qualification and is it not a fact, 
h ,j 6 dutl6s of Assistant Sub-Inspectors are more arduous, 

azar ous and responsible than those in any other departments? I 
me not quote old cases but only the other day in Jessore one of 

e arms of an Assistant Sub-Inspector has been completely severed 
y a rioter with one stroke of his ‘dao’. An officer is expected to 
ace such risks for a paltry sum of Rs. 25.

1 do not quite see the utility of creating and perpetuating 
a a rect rank oi A ustant Sub-Inspectors. This is neither b<..,eficial 

members r cruited for it, nor to deserving constables possess- 
g q-od educational qualification and, to speak the truth, the i tro- 

uc mn of the nu i-oommisaioned rank has been highly nreiudicinl 
5  V '  USe of «»*taoloB who are to end their official career in a T  e
can from "my ltV,°Ut cba,'C6 °f ?V™ f 0T] \° the higher rank. ‘ l 
stand i n t h w  ° W? exPenenee rem,nd th° a'uhorities that once you 
My suggests f  ?! pr° “ r ' ° "  y°-’ rem? Vet ' in alus to good work, should be s ouned :̂h*t dmect reermitme,nt; of Ass,81 ,:t Sub-Inspectors
the rank o f  ! °u 0,,g ^  V V  5 ? e86rvin* candidate in , ot constables and similarly the direct recruitment of v,r

artffidad fUld j" St°PP-Bj SUiUf ! Af 8taUt SobInspectorsre piovided for. It is quite well-known to authorities that there are 
1 tDe ranks numerous Assistant Sub-1 nspecters quite fit for promo

tion and their names are sent up year after year but are sent 
back ior want of vacancies while outsiders are enlisted to fill them 

The Constables

Lastly, take the case of constables. They are as you all know 
the more hard-working but the most ill-paid officers of Government, 
the postal peons get more pay. Tho coolies working in mills f0- 
o hours are paid double but t-ho pay of our constables who aro to be



'•V 24 hours is moat disappointing. Let. ns compar^Sttniir
\ V  V?,* !1/; Prospects with that, of London constables. A comd-aWe^ 

or. the city of London working only for 6 hours a day gets £3  6s. a 
weelc, ie., about 13 times the pay of a constable of our force and 
even more than the initial pay of our Deputy Superintendents.
It is no wonder, therefore, that the London Constabulary are the 
most popular in the world. Besides how are they housed 1 They 
are to live in barracks and no provision is made for them to live 
with their wives and children. Have they no affection for their 
" ’iv®8 and children 1 Have they no hankering for family life 1 Are 
they devoid of human sentiments ? Are they supposed to be so 
many Sanyasis or eunachs 1 They are human beings after all, 
however poor they may bo and most of them come from respectable 
classes of people. It is, therefore, necessary that arrangements 
should̂  be immediately made by the authorities bo that they can 
live with their family with suitable pay for their maintenance.

Indianisation of Imperial Services
Luo Indianization of Imperial services is a subject which has 

eon agitating the public mind ever since the establishment of 
rit,s“ Empire in India, and the argument for and against such 

a measure have by this time been bo thoroughly discussed that it is 
necessary for m0 to reiterate them here. I shall only touch on the 
ew points that affect us. In the first place, as I have said beD'e, 

p  e ro8tade policy is being followed ever since the last Police 
jorimii .sioti ii, mfttter °f promotion of departmental officers 
Y  X T ' 8 lank- I* has ,10'v been decreed that only one-third of 
j  . ' a vacancies available to India, will be thrown open to 
Live umJ11̂  *nen 8n<̂   ̂ have 9̂ own what poor ci nces we shall 
The r,!i, t*1e arrangement to satisfy our legitimate ambitions, 
appoint ?ltV rs w^° will compete for the remaining 2/3 of the 
those alre-'!]. .Cannot possess any better qualification than many of 
i adro of T̂)’ 111 t ĵe sorvieo, for, were not the direct recruits in the 
this mn, tr d,mf7 Superintendents taken from the best materialstins country could produce!
time thev * r r̂nl1eria* Police band been open to, Indians at the 
for this"1 °r' themselves, they would certainly have competed 
out th s ^ V  Can there be then any justification for shutting 
Indians0 era from tfle appointments, now thrown open to 
tioris !r,rl a-V? ,10t t*3ey ' u addition to their academic qualifica- 
their canoJf,!1? st“ tu8 and respectability already given proof of 
i, , , 1 . y t0 undertake the higher duties of the Police Service ?
“Y  e irony of the arrangement is that these officers’ cases will 
i receive any consideration for these additional appointments. 

J-ucy are cot afraid of any competition with outsiders and many of
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1*1 tbp£ and many Inspectors applied to be allowed to sit foVjfipm 
y^gfp iiye , ‘ /Examination, but in Bengal this request bas nntitU n  1 

i'ace.qpK}d/ on a technical objection to the effect that the Secretary 
oPStates’ order preclude them from competing for these appoint
ments. If the Secretary of States’ orders are in fact so worded, it is 
the duty of the Government, under whom they serve to point out 
to him the injustice done to them ; but Government instead of doing 
this and looking to the interests of those who have given their best 
to their Service, have taken sholtor under a technical objection.
I consider it unbecoming of a Government to put foiward such 
flimsy excuses instead of taking steps to remedy the evils of a system, 
so much prejudicial to the service. We must urge, therefore, with 
all the vehemence at our command that the order passed by the 
Bengal Govt, can not bo the last word on the subject. They mast 
be withdrawn and all the Provincial Govts should join together in 
sending an united protest against the unjust order of the Secretary 
of State, so that so long as there is a single deserving member in 
the service his interest may be fully safeguarded. Not only so, we 
must urge that full fifty per cent of the vacancies in Imperial 
services should be thrown open to us, because we have proved 
our capacity for higher duties and our employment is cheaper 
than tlm employment of offioors imported from England. So far 
as Bang. 1 is concerned, permit mo, gentleman, to say that even 
15 years ago there was no bar to the promotion of Inspectors 
to the Impede' cadre, but alas ! the successive stages of the Police 
roforms have practically closed the doors of their promotion.

I have Btated above that a Retrenchment Committee has been 
formed in Bengal, but I regret that there is no representative iu it 
from the Subordinate aDd Provincial Services. 1 dare say that 
both, owing to their number aud their familiarity with every 
details of work, entitled them to better treatment. This omission 
betrays an indifference to tbe interests of our bp’ vict.=> and I 
shall still hope that the committee will yet see its mistake and 
take steps to invite a member from our Association to sit with
it and I can assure both Government and the non official members
that they will find our assistance valuable in correctly appre
ciating the position.

The All India Police Conference resumed its sitting on 
Thursday the 29th Dec. 192! when the following resolutions 
were passed.

Resolutions.
The first resoltfion regarding tlio change of rules of British 

India Police Associations which was moved by liana Sadh Shamser

■ Go% \
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V J<f %  /t&hadur, urged that there should be uniformity ofVJMel 
x^^i^St-'^mvinees. K J J

Saheb Bhabesh Chandra Das moved a resolution according 
a cordial welcome to His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales.

The third resolution referred to tho unsympathetic treatment 
meted out to invitations to the conference extended to the Com
missioners, Magistrates, Inspector-Generals, D. I. G’s and members 
of the imperial Police Force throughout British India.

The fourth resolution urged that the decisions arrived at tho 
conference regarding pay and allowances of officers from D. S. P’s 
to the rank of constables should supersede all memorials heretofore 
submitted and that all demands for pay be based on the scales to 
be drawn up by a consensus of opinion of all officers throughout 
British India.

The fifth resolution showed the universal wishes of all members 
of the Association to have officers of the Indian Civil Service as 
Inspector Generals of Police in different Provinces.

The following resolution was then put from the chair and 
carried.

lliat in the opinion of this conference the scales of pay of different ranks 
of Subordinate and Provincial Police Services should be uniform throughout 
British India. Any necessary emoluments that would be reouired owing to 
local conditions might be made by giant of local allowances.”

Mr. Raghaveudra Nath Banerjee moved the following esolu- 
tioii :—
. ^ at. ’ Q °rder to create a healthier atmosphere and remove misapprehen

sions in the minds of the general public regaining the police force, every 
endeavour should he made by its members to secure mutual confidence, co- 
°Pera 10a ,a , good-will by cultivating the spirit of healthy comraderie in our 
every aay dealings with the public.”

The next resolution urged Government to increase the cadro 
of Inspectors by replacing Sub-Inspectors in charge oi head quarters 
,l'i important police stations of all districts and Sub-Inspectors of 
nil ..ui)-l)ivisional Courts by Inspectors, and that Inspectors in charge 
oi tne kotwalis and big cities of India be replaced by D. S. Police, 
and in all nig reserves D. S. P’s be kept in charge,

Another resolution urged that direct recruitment of Sub- 
Inspectors be stopped until qualified assistant Sub-Inspectors who 
had been officiating for more than two years were absorbed into the 
ranks of Sub-Inspectors.

Mr. R. M. Ghoshal next moved a resolution urging the abolition 
of the system of employing pleaders as Court Inspectors and Public 
Prosecutors and their replacement by D, S. Police or those promoted 
from Court Inspectors.
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\. \ CayTVe. /following resolution was thon put from tho chaniHlitl 1

Ns5i_-i£^Pffat in view of the heavy stress imposed on the existing members of the 
Police Force owing to the inadequacy of their numbers, the strength of the force 
should be adequately augmented aud should b:ar a reasonable" proportion to 
the police of the country.” ^

Rana Shamser Jung Bahadur moved the following resolution :__
“That this conferenes is strongly of opinion that in pursuance of the policy 

ot associating the people of the country to a larger extent with the duties of 
higher administration as being one of the declared objects of the Reform Scheme
half of the total appointments of the Imperial Police cadre should be filled as
vacancies arise, partly by the promotion of D. S. P’s and partly by the recruit 
mont of outsiders (Indians) in the ratio of 75 to 25 per cent, and that for this 
purpose the recruitment of Europeans for the Imperial Police Service be stonned 
till the above 50 per cent is reached.”

l'he next resolution urged that the system of promotion in all 
grades of police iorce be made to suit their wishes.

Mr. H. IC. Gupta, Jessore, moved a resolution referring to the 
indiscriminate reversion of officers officiating in the rank oi D. S. 
P’s serving in that rank for two years and urging that they should 
be made permanent or provided with additional appointments in 
the cadre and that direct appointments of D. S. P.’s be limited to 
25 per cent.

The next resolution, “ that in view oi tho system of promotion 
Iro 1 bub-inspectors to Inspectors and Inspectors to D. S P ’a beii 
not quite satisfactory, the appointment of a Committee to °ive fairer 
scope to all deserving officials is essential aud must include two 
non-police officers roused discussion.

An amendment that there should be as manv nnn.rJi^  
as police officers was carried by an overwhelming majority

Tho following resolution was unanimously carried •__
“ That this conference most respectfully requests tho ~ , „

India in Council to take immediate stepB for the abolition °ver°or' 0e.Deral of 
which were originally racial and were believed to be only n n L n li h ? ’ t?"
members of the Indian (Imperial) Police and those of the pr« !  between the 
all matters concerning their status, pay, travelling and duiv 'a” 8 P° lce 
promotion to superior ranks in the Police department.” " a owancos and

The resolution regarding the fixing of the scale of pay of officers 
in all ranks was then put before the Conference. This gave rise to
a heated debate aud the matter was referred to the Subjects Com
mittee for decision.

Excitement in the Camp
Some excitement was caused over the sudden departure of Rai 

Sabeb Puma Chandra Biswas, the President, in the midst of the
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V.a\^^®ei4tjoii8 011 the second day. It was subsequently knowr\Hyi£ j 
th-> President- was asked to see the Inspector-General of Police. 
TheG?re3ident, however, returned to the Pandal shortly after 6 
o’clock in the evening and took leave of the delegates as he was 
ordered to start for his head-quarters immediately. The delegates 
were taken by surprise as the President did not give any reasons and 
naturally excitement prevailed at the pandal for some time. The 
Conference, however, decided to send a telegram to the Inspector 
General of Police to reconsider his decision. The proceedings of 
the Conference were suspended “sine die.”  The subjects Committee 
went on with their deliberations.

ihe Conference subsequently thought it advisablo to wait upon 
the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler with a deputation. The deputa
tion consisting of nine delegates of all Provinces in India accordingly 
waited upon tho Hon’ble Member.

The President had in the mean-time left for Sealdah Station 
where most of the delegates assembled to give him a hearty send-off. 
Meanwhile the deputaiionists arrived at the station with the news 
that Sir Henry Wheeler very sympathetically considered the matter 
and asked him to stay on. This causod great jubilation amongst 
all those present in the platform. Excitimont was so great that 
the delegates got hold of nearly fifty taxies and came to the pandal 
v. ith the President where hearty cheers were given for His Royal 
Highness the Prince of wales, Sir Henry Wheeler, the President 
and tho deputation and doputationists. Immediately an extraordi
nary meeting waa t,e]  ̂ in which a resolution was passed, thanking 
the Hon ble Member in charge for his action and deciding to resume 
the deliberations of tho Conference at 2 P. M.

The Conference re-assembled at 3-30 in the afternoon with Rai 
tvaheb 1. C. Biswas, their President, in tho chair. Although there 
was absence of wild excitement evinced in the earlier part of the 
. 1 !l ,e were some mis-givirigs in the minds of most of the
important delegates who appeared to be still excited over tho 
action taken by the authorities. This matter formed the subject of 
deliberations in the Subjects Committee which again met, and this 
deferred the actual deliberations of the Conference some time. Tho 
procee lugs 0f the thiid day’s Conference were continued when 
some more resolutions dealing with pay and allowances of police 
officers and constables were passed.

' G°%\
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;\U-lndia Railwaymen’s Conference

BOMB4 Y—J/.TH FKBBUAliY 1921
!,t ^0 All-India Railwaymen’s Conference opened on the 4ih 

Peb. i.n tb0 Empire Theatre. Delegates of workmen from all over 
India \vera P^sent, tho hall being quite full. Mr. S. Titus of 
the G. I. P- Railway, as Chairman of the Reception Committee,' in 
weleomin8 tlle delegates said that in their present unorganised 
state, Railwayman could not achieve their goal. But the present 
meeting, hi’ h°Ped. will truly lay the foundation of a federation 
which, avoi,di"8 politics, will in time bridge the gulf between 
capital and labour, 0,1 terms of equality and mutual self respect. 
They did noL mean to ba undisciplined rabbles, indifferent to those 
in authoriiy.

Rai Sah,’ b Cbandrika Prasad was then elected President and 
delivered his Address. The President dwelt on the need of an 
AH-India organi?af’011 _ Railwayman and referred at great length 
to the disability8 ° [  ^M̂ 'an railway employees. He said that the 
present system which had created racial distinction was wron" 
and it was tho duty ab l°ver8 of fair-play to combine and remove 
all injustices whereTer found. He dwelt exhaustively with tho 
conditions of all grades of railway service and referring to Sir 
Henry Freelands’s remark before the Indian Railway Conference 
Association in Octo1elJ last, that sympathetic \0ulb. between officers 
and men were ve-T desirable, he remarked that this was possible 
only when therJ was justice rand there existed no distrust or 
suspicion on t *  ,9lfie oh those in authority. ?he President
expressed hims.'1 >" favour of determining at the earliest possi
ble date the yotracts of companies entrusted with ihe working
and mariageme 8 ot Indian State Railways. The President
advised the railway employees when making representaiions to do 
soin reasonable sP'rif and to try their best to maintain harmoni- 
ous relations wit> otticials and as far as possible to settle the dis 
putes amicably .’T negotiation and arbitration without resorting 
to direct action. ” e trusted that the railway authorities vould
also be reasonable when considering the grievances of their subor
dinates. In concl-*^'"8’ he said :— Railways are yours. You hive 
a sacred trust in y°lir hands and you must discharge that trust in 
a sacred manner.  ̂be country pays for railway service and expects 
service to be r o n d e l  satisfactory manner without, undue burden 
upon tho people aid without your being unreasonable to those
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1= ( IS’pvidenoe has placed under or above you. To the\ghe|
ofe«ii',-! T would say, be reasonable in fixing your own emolmpcjtfl J 
and privileges, show magnanimity of your heart-, by self-sacrific^ 
andcontentmeiit by the glory of high office which heaven hrig 
given you. Curtail your personal wants and do justice to yqjjur 
subordinates.

Resolutions
The following resolutions were passed at the Alblndia Railway 

Conference on the 5th February 1921
■‘That »he draft constitution of the All-India Kailwaymen’s Federation 

prepared by the Reception Committee of the Conference be adopted Pro,,i3ionallv 
:w it stau.ia and a committee be appointed to go through it and circuity je'  
rhereot among all different unions'and associations asking them to ve their 
opinion within three mouths after opinions are receiver The CommjUee wilj 
have power to accept them if advisable, that the railway *dn>irj,j8tra(.jon jQ 
India and Burma be requested to encourage the formation °f unio,1B ot-,.ajiwav. 
men on their respective lineB as desired in the Versailles Covenant oj. tpe 
l.eague of Nations and such unions should be recognised.

“That all racial discrimination in Railway service shot,, . entirely 
abolished on all State railways worked by State or Companies , «  t in
tiem be withdrawn °* ^tate Ralhvay °Pen Line Code (?) 7 m this eonnec-

AuKusthl « l 7 Vin'T Declaration of Hia Majesty’s «0Vernment of 20th
of f'Jlflthis C.^fl 6 laovernn>ent of ln,iia Act arwi the %!yal Proclamation 
• 11 orders which h° T t8 that tbe Rai," ay Board woald pnblicly cancel
lit  T  Ryan mll»h baeu ,6''uwi tn rallway a,1 raln,fct-atil.n upon which 77 • „  ,>an ma,ie a statement in the course of his eviden . f *p ,
Comnussion on Indian Public Services to the effect that from0™ S  
o* view and internal Rpnnrifn ftc c . ,• • J d̂c military point
officers than on Indians * ® C°UnUy “ ° 6 * Pla“ d °a European

stepstmprovuie will take early
compensation f o , ^ " 1 ™n g  the liab.l.ty of r.,, for ^  /e
working on line, t S „ ° ! 10,19 ot " » • «  Rase 0f auc,dente S railway servants 

“That daily atl0a °r m workshops. J
privileges ot tbft *** b? br.?Beht °“ t0 " 0nvhly ***** with equal 
hours a montl e, y9 ™  ' 1,(1 al1 ra,lwaymen to wot.k two inndred and edght 
should be only 144 qP . f'D.arT 8,a® wbr,sl! tota' bo ur9 o wnr|. jn a 
the mouth iu'wdigh »V, fer, , 10 lda^8 ^ ' “S reckoned as •'v0, ing hours dnriDg

“That t  ̂  ̂ •
time betwe.n'cTn,, 0 m  an,i abnve this shou1d be pad at one and half 
sunset audBanri" ' !  a"d, T ' ,inuble rate of pay dravh by men between 

“Tha !̂ e am1 Gaz«tted holidayp.
involved m rallwil!^ ^  )̂resejit cost living and risk an(j respnnfiibilit-es
salary , f radwavem, ‘ C?nt‘ rcnRe is ,of opinio' that the mmimum
t o w n s alll, ,'y h°DJ d Y  ^Provincial towns R,. 40, in other large

tor cVrks Rs. CO per m l u ^ lu s  g S E X L ? ? ” ” *  " *  ^

«■ lh» «"■
( i )  That technical schools attached to railway works,,,,.. ,

H-own open to Indians on the same conditions as in tbc,as„ „f Europeans anil

lND1A 11 Y‘ MKh'& CONFERENCE [ n / p V v
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k K b o iu n o N S  I n t
! V A^ % Tn ^ 8 .  (2) Asking for direct representation in Legislative CounBiSmzli

\ Assembly. (3) That railway administration should pTovidekisJtML^J
workmen and better educational facilities for their children and 

tra&t!Ltt3e Government of India should appoint a committee to enquire into the 
present railway labour situation and that the rules regarding payments of 
gratuity and Provident funds be so altered that strike may not be r* garded as 
misconduct, and also that the Government and railway administrations should 
treat Provident Fund bonus and gratuities as deferred payments and not as 
gifts. (1) Ueereat’on clubs be established for Indians and Burmans on the same 
Hues as provided for Europeans and Anglo-Indians. (5) The Conference places 
on record the valuable services rendered by Mr. S. G. Horniman in the cause of 
workmen and condemned the action of the Government of India, particularly 
the Government of Bombay, deporting him without trial. Mr. D. Cbaraanlal 
speaking on the resolution said he had heard on good authority that the 
Governor of Bombay had made up his mind that so long as he was the Governor. 
Mr. Horniman would not be permitted to return. He asked the delegates it 
they believed Mr. Horniman had worked for their rights, they should agitate 
against this unjust Government order. (5) It was further resolved that the 
Government should amend the present law requiring probate or Letters of 
Administration for obtaining payment of Provident Fund money over two 
thousand by relatives of deceased employees. (6) lhat a deputation of the Con
ference should wait on the President, Railway Board with its resolution. (7) That 
the maximum salary of agent or heads of departments should not exceed twenty 
five times that of the lowest paid servant, of the railway administration. (8) The 

. Conference was of opinion that the price of fnod-stnffs and necessaries of life 
having gone up considerably, all railwaymeu’s salaries should be increased.
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF

I he European Association
CALCUTTA, U TH  JANUARY 1921 

i J^.e European Association held their annual meeting in 
19  ̂1 * 1 ivi* ^ oya  ̂ Exchange, Calcutta, on Monday 24 Jan, 

Mr George Morgan, President of the Association,
• ) . cba' r and there was a large attendance of mem- 

ad dress^kl Inc uded severaf ladies. The President in his

Ladies and Gentlemen.— Before presenting to you the annual 
an aecountsfor the year ending 30th September 1920, I 

If R [t 1 t° Jnen*:' on that your Council telegraphed a welcome to 
uro w« n V uke Connaught on his arrival in India, and I am 

i , ,l “ °Pe this visit of His Royal Highness will be taken by 
•“  proof ot the good-will oi the British people.

Lord Readi° ' ' ,sb say your Council looks upon the choice of 
confidence "  t'36 n6VV Viceroy as one which should command
of Lord Roori-1 " y, con61^er that a man of the unquestionable ability 
more satisfacto,8 Sf>° U!  ̂ be ab ê f°  p,,t matters in India on1 a much 
in india just, no v̂ 00tlng' A strong and capable man is much needed

1 ‘ir
glad to inforTvo-wu*® you the annual reP°rfc and accounts, I am 
as, I was warned Jn tVi ® member hiP has increased, not decreased, 
to IL. 10 per a’n„ u Ukl i! the case if tb® subscription was raised 
it should be. Them"1 u  ̂ regret ‘ °  say the increase is not what 
ought to bo menli-r," T '  thousands of Europeans ir India who 
join at ouce,” S L)ut wbo are n°t> and I ask all Europeans to

President continued ^  f'inanc*a* POaition of the Association the

to tbe affairs ol th ' L’,are phad to devote most of my time at Homo 
interesting it could iln!j°i<na,tlor' and although tbe work was intensely 

“ Great Bm ba5d,y be oalled a holiday, 
a wonder to me — ,0t?n 80 '’ ' 9tracted since the war that it is
.»  «uVb 1 Z  Z : B" “  p ~ >  “ <> •’» -  b » »  -b i . to s i , ,
a nee and apathy d i . J k d? neJ£0.I.ndlan affair8- Theignor- 
'ndia is lamertahle b p ayec by tbo British, public with regard to 

mentable, but one must remember that India is only a



RRES1DEN1UL ADDRESS l O F
1. \ y  .yhe British Empire, and it is our duty to help the pmSrô  I t  /
\« ^55U'to/realize the position and guide them as to wbat stfoiffir* 

be dope.
As regards the question of arming all Europeans in India and 

training them into Auxilliary Frnces, which had for sometime past 
been agitating the Europeans and Anglo-Indians in India the Presi
dent said :— ’

Phis mattor occupied a great deal of our attention last year 
and before I went Home in February I was under the impression,' 
after seeing a draft of the (Auxilliary Forces) Bill as revised, that
the matter was finished, but soon after my arrival in England I 
received a cable to the effect that the "Compulsory” idea had been 
shelved and the Bill was to be brought in on a "Voluntary” basis, 
hlr. Montagu, who remarked that he was in favour, stated to mo 
that the reason for cutting out the ‘Compulsory3 part of the Bill 
wa? that as the British Delegates at the Peace Conference had 
tablod a resolution against conscription, the Cabinet could not
sanction the Bill being brought in except on a "Voluntary” basis,
*r0 for as I know the enrolment has not been entirely satisfactory, 
ft has been mentioned to me that if the four years’ period was done 
away wi.j  practically every eligible man would join the Force. At
the present juncture it is perfectly certain that everyone should 
Join. I hope Government hav- sufficient up-to-date guns, rifles etc. 
an ready, otherwise enrolment will remain unsatisfactory.'

Also there is the most important question of finance. I warn
M°Qi r ^ nt tbat if the Auxillilry Foroe is ^ v e d  in the matter of 

dj tDere will never be a tisfactory enrolment.
Act T hhe a" " ual report you wiil tiud rof6rence made to the Arms 
if our h ?  “ utter is sfeiU 6Ilgagi,,g ° ur afctentio“  and I shall be glad 
wish to r l "  t Wil1 bring t0 0Ur n0tlCe any 0,her points they may
mittee t„f  1 take tbls °PP°miulty of thanking t ’ e Sub-Com-

Government of0ir„deiX” ll6nfc reP°rtS Wh'Ch ^  b86n SCnt up to the
said •N0Xt r6ferring t0 tbe P°litical situation in India, Mr. Morgan

p  A -' gFudes of IndiaD opinion are agreed that the tragedy of 
mrunjab is tbe main reason for their want of faith jn justice 

bu?. ®*’-tiah at ihe present time.
Iho whole case has been argued “ ad nauieum”  and I do not 

intend to go over the ground again. Europeans and Indians do not 
look at matter in the same light, but I want Indians to remember 
-hat, whatever their grievance against the Govt, is, brutal murders 
were committed, and we also have a grievance in that the Govt, 
'ailed to protect tbe life and property which wae their first duty.



xjs* ' c% \
TUK KUR01‘EAN association  [ c a ^ i a

i s ( d-L T»9 Majority and Minority Reports of the Hunter Commission 
a"d i* was about, the only point on which t hTvTlIri i 

aSre®> that had the 75 Military Police at the Kotwali (at, Amritsar) 
vwmcr their duty, the situation would probably have been saved. 
In which case there would have been no Jallianwallah Bagh.

( I leave the matter at that,
-be new Executive Governments and Legislative Councils 

have now been brought into being, and l here repeat that the 
.Non Official Community has accepted the position meantime and 
will do its utmost to give the new Constitution a fair trial. This 
must not be taken to mean that we consider the Reform Bill to be 
sound, and are prepared to quietly accept anything that may be 
done , we reserve to ourselves the right to Ireely criticise any 
uefects which may become apparent in the working of the Act, but 
will do our beet to point out how these defects may be remedied.

in this connection I wish to put our position clearly before tbe 
Members, We agitated strongly for Communal Representation and 
"o  got i t ;  now it is up to us to use the representation given. I 
need not repeat here that we are all busy men and that public work 

rowing an over-increasing burden on the backs of a few 
mem ers m our Community— a burden which some of us have found 
m re we can bear. We have no leisured class who can devote their 
" n° 3 Public work and it seems to me that the Non-official European 
omnium y will have to seriously consider whether it would 

n irl '■ laable to have a political organisation to do the work, with 
* - Plesentatives on tbe Councils in places where business and 

,cannot find time to do public work, especially with 
J nc*!an Legislative Assembly which meets at Dolhi and

witch th! ,leg<lo S t,he l'^0ft o£ "  Co-operation,” we havo decided to 
■ _  iew Councils very carefully before committing ourselves

“  Th» K • this i3 a "  ue decision.
l- »« - ° a’ 10Da‘ Liberal Federation which is the Official Body of

the . ouerate Party har just held a Congress in Madras. The Pre- 
' ->nii ’ / / '  ^  ,'!“ t;aniani. has defined the ideal of the Libe .1 Party as 
nil '  iitv  ̂ °*‘ ? 9 overnm®,1*; ^  Afldia’b internal affairs and absolute 
J l j. ,'V1 , ''ne Dominions in inter imperial and international
l'/ .j .1 t\a' - o Y r? worthy ideal, but Canada, Australia, New 
"’-.f .! a!‘ Soutti Africa aie very different places to India and the 
situation is fraught with many difficulties.

Indian Civil Service
Mj. Mcntagf. '.a- adhered tc the rtigiau’. . reposal ant a a 

:ublt8hed‘;be ^ndit ’ cns ?i trv cr the Iodbn Civ*’ Service



• Thqf-^wceptagn of Indian recruitment has been fixed at one-m&fi? 
t|feiog3>/Ii^o and a half per cent annually for ten years up to a ^
mSm-olTortyeight per cent. We hold that. Mr. Montagu fixed these 
percentages in the erroneous belief that a deduction of 1-5 per cent 
a year from the British personnel will produce only a mathematically 
corresponding decline in the British character of the service. What 
will actually happen is that after a very few years the decline in 
the British element among recruits for the Indian Civil Service will 
be, not a steady 1'5 percent, annually, but a very much larger 
Percentage. The result of this in ten years time can be easily 
imagined. The Indian Civil Service, a3 known to British candidates 
baR now been sentenced to death.

Swaraj and Non-co-operation

“  The Extremist Party has boycotted the new Councils and by 
doing so they have proclaimed to the world that constitutional 
methods have no attraction for them.

“  You will have read the reports of the Congress meeting held 
at Nagpur, and will have seen that the Congress Creed has been 
changed. The definite aim of the Congress now is to mako the 
Government of this country impossible by what they call non-violent 
non-co operation in order to obtain Swaraj in twelve months. 
This mothod they advocate, as they say they are not in a position to 
do it by any other means at present.

t “ There seems to be three separate dreams : ( l )  Mr. Gandhi dreams 
of "  Peace, Perfect Peace,”  uncontaminated by Western Civilisation.
(2) Messrs. Mahomed Ali and Shaukat Ali dream of a very different 
kind of India, outside the British Empire. (3) Mr. C. R. Das dreams 
of the time when all “ European Robbers”  will have departed and 
the whole Government and trade will be in Indian hands.

Now the question for us to consider :— What views do we 
hold regarding “ Swaraj” 1 Our view is that Indians should take th» 
first instalment given to them, work it for all they are worth, and 
prove to the Commission ton years hence, that they arc fit to govern.
Mr. Chintamani has stated this to be the policy of the “ Liberal' 
Party.

“ If the Congress demands were acceeded to at once, what would 
they suggest about the British Amu 1 Do they expect, to see an 
Indian Army capable of taking upon itself in twelve months all the 
administration of Army Head quarters and being able to defend the 
country from external enemies and maintain internal peace I If they 
Po, tbev are extraordinarily sanguine.

“ What we have guaranteed to India is tbatj we will guide, 
them on the road to complete self-government. We must realise
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1 • ' I f 1 t|T* 'l " e oani’ °k honestly say that we are prepared to ta]\3tb'Iy 
\ V ® ^ ' 7 lsh Army when the final stages of the transition bave^etmre,  ̂

we.may as well say so now.
. , when the final stages of the transition have come, what
is t an to b9 the position of the European community ? Having 
givon up all actual participation of the governing of this country, 
?J® W0 r®'’ert to the old trading days? It looks as if it must be so.

e will have to be merchants, trading in India under concessions 
rom the Indian Government, and probably the European commu- 

111 y “ ' i T f 011 be confined to the large Sea-port Towns.
a asked the Government to define their policy as regards 

uetenca before the passing of the Reform Bill.
h«l 1 bi 3 .'h® Government done 1 A Commission has lately been
>i , ,an * 10 '̂8*ler Report published. This would have been done
f. ,,e ore t0a Passing of the Reform Bill. Indiana now say that they 
,• 0 8e0 how the recommendations of tho Commission fall in with

>e Policy of the granting of complete Self government.
m , , 110 Esher Report states that the Indian Army is the instru-
tere<) ° v  ^ overnm8n,; of India by whom it is paid and adminis- 
lnfii'a' , ot ,to the general control of tho Secretary of State for 
these r  1,11 j ust as the security of India demands the presence of 
tho p ren .lsh troops, so the fresh military obligations devolving on 
seas of a'p'S aS,a l'esu' c the war, necessitate the employment over
admit this°,l9IC era^'6 ,lumber of Indian troops. Indians do not

tion and u7her " °  doubfc tbafc we must; PrePara {or the final transi- 
administratioiir° ! V °  he a" y a" alogy between the Civil and Military 
Indian regiments « ’ .mlght be madfl by off,,rillg a few of the 
system, if successful ,rely.1wi,th I'xbans and gradually extending the 
withdrawn. Tbs’ a ! " '  u ® Brltlsh Army could be completely 
reconstructed. This ^  quarters would also have to be
of meeting the sitm ^  opi,lioM wouI(l be a more suitable way 
King’s commissions to Indians' ^  m6rely 8' Vi" g a percent8ge of

(< vrr The Present Position.

growing s^emHWinTT^1, !hat th° feeling which has arisen and
our own teach in? Indla dur'"g Gfe last 1 4 years is the outcome of 
» or 4 C  ' I I I  ,h‘- f0ulil'g 0b«wn during the past
wide war WH h ' u "  greut p,‘ rt ,0 H,e elTt'c,s of rh® world
having due regard t " ' " ° r reso,,t ,hls fe8l’ " g but try to satisfy it, 
whole of India p08,sl0n as Truate0s oE tha P0OP>0 oi the

Empire on'hIT  !* "'r b° po3sibl0 for ,,ldia be part of tho British 
Empire! on tho same lines as the present self-governing units is a

TEB EUR0PEAN ASSOCIATION [ca/ w ^ m
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cannot be answered at present. It all depetmTsiol i 

\»4jpwplaelndian8 themselves work the new Constitution and whether 
- such ̂ -Constitution is suitable to the people of India.

There is no use attempting to disguise the fact that the 
present position is full of danger. The atmosphere is charged with 
electricity. The agrarian disturbances at Rai Bareilly should serve 
as a warning and l hope our politicians, combining firmness with 
justice, will be able to steer the Ship of State into calm waters. At 
the present moment it is the general impression that everything is 
being allowed to drift. If India is to be saved from revolution'and 
anarchy the Government must be maintained and must take a firm 
stand.

1 am certain that the Reform Scheme will not prove a solu
tion of the difficulties, and before many years are over Indians will 
wish they had never heard of it.

The European Association of India can do a great deal to 
help the British People to come to a right decision and I ask you to 
seriously consider the situation and not to brush it lightly aside. 
Ibe final stages of the Transition may come very much quicker 
than most of you realise and it behoves us to be prepared.”

The Resolution
After the election of new office-bearers aud passing some 

tormal resolutions, the only important resolution on the paper was 
, oved by Lieutenant Commander Fraser in the following terms 
conc0S unr®servedly condemns the attitude of supino acquics-
nf T,iri;V1 v. awbi3sness and incipient anarchy which the Government 
and cilia ^  S°°n- fit t0 ad°Pt with regard to “'Non-co-operation” , 
- i ] Bj  pon lt; t0 carry out tho duty which alone entitles it to be 
p flna] nlrl'lernm^nt:’ and in Particular, to Put in force tho Indian 

,. , ‘ . aga,n8t all persons professing and promulgating the
partreuiar °rm of lawlessness and anarchy called" “  Non-co-opera-
and the Press ”  * C° Py ° f this bo sout t0 the Gover“ ™ nt of India

Mr. Armstrong seconded the motion. There was a lively debate 
asting for a considerable period after which votes were taken and 

vvas then found that tho House was equally divided. The 
resident gave his casting vote against the motion and it was 

declared lost,
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A X X X  ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF

The European Association
CALCUTTA, U TH  FEBRUARY 1922

The European Association held their annual meeting this 
year in the hall of the Royal Exchange, Calcutta, on 1 uesday 
14th Feb 1922. Mr. George Morgan, President of the Asso
ciation, having previously resigned Mr. H W . Carr occupied 
the chair and there was a laTge attendance of members which 
included several ladies. Mr. Carr in reviewing the past year’s 
political situation in his address said :—

On the Reforms.
"The year opened with the inauguration of the new Assembly 

and Councils under the Reform Scheme, and it is somewhat surprising 
to note what a large number of Europeans in this country, including 
some of our own members, in criticising Government have failed 
to recognise that the old order has passed, and this in spite oi the 
.act that the new order is so much in being that matters vitally 
affecting Europeans have been under tbe consideration of the legisla
ture for some months past. I refer particularly to the amendments 
brought forward to the Criminal Procedure Code with a view to 
eliminating all facial distinctions. Tbe manner in which it was 
proposed to achieve this showed the necessity for a careful watch 
being kept by the Association, who while maintaining a sympathetic 
attitude towards the logical outcome of the Reforms, cannot fail to 
recognise that actions based on racial sentiments may lead legislation 
into channels which would deprive a section of the citizens oi this 
count ly of their rights, without achieving any substantial benefit 
to others, The Reform Councils are still on their trial, and tbore 
are many grounds for congratulation and hopefulness ; but we A  
cannot be blind to other and less hopeful signs in the half-hearted 
determination to accept tbo responsibilities of Government in main- i 
taining order. This phase emphasises the necessity for the steady 
and quiet development of self-government for India, rather than 
the rush for Home Rule which is advocated by tbe more noisy 
section of the population whose aims, if carried into effect, would 
throw India into a condition of chaos in a very short time.

The political situation has been one that has called for sevnral 
representations from the Association, but we cannot claim that they 
have produced any very marked results. For a long time now



11 l nrolnfc in various centres has been announcing in unmistakable
inching determination to protect law-abiding eitjjfldbLj 

and. .tpqriaintain law and order. The enunciation of sound principles 
means but little even though often repeated. It is the application 
of these principles to the problems of our national existence for 
which we have patiently and anxiously waited, and a resolution will 
be put to this meeting shortly on the subject. We are not un
sympathetic with the difficulties facing Government and we are only 
too anxious to assist if they will but give us a lead.

“ During the year the Home campaign for disseminating in
formation with regard to India’s position was brought to a close. 
The campaign had been adopted for the purpose of counteracting the 
extremist propaganda which was being vigorously pushed through
out the United Kingdom, and also of awakening Great Britain to 
the danger of a position which have always been apparent to us out 
here, but of which she is only now becoming conscious. To assist 
Great Britaiu to gain a correct conception of affairs out here seemed 
a legitimate activity of this Association, but the scheme has bad to 
be closed down through lack of funds ; and in view of the fact that 
it did not meet with the support of all our members, the scheme 
will not be resuscitated in futuro without the full consideration and 
consent of the branches.

“ Among tho many matters dealt with during the year the 
question of tho military requirements of India, which was discussed 
by a Committee in June last, was by no means the least impor
tant, although an unfortunate incident * when tendering our 
oral evidence, which has been happily settled, has hidden to 
some extent the importance of the whole matter. The Council 
has boen strongly opposed to any curtailment of the European 
garrison in India, for the internal conditions in this country are 
considerably more dangerous than in the pre-war period, and al
though modern weapons have increased the efficiency of the garri
son, yet we consider more rather than less men are required to give 
protection to the community from foes without and within. Wo 

, feel strongly that the Auxiliary Force is only for use in times of 
emergency and not on any account for tho purpiosc of saving ex 

1 Penditure on forces which are riquired to garrison tho country and 
keep the frontiers. The Auxiliary Force must be treated, we contend, 
Purely as an ultimate reserve.

, * This refeis to the slanderous statement made by Major Tyae, Sec.
^uropeau Association, in his evidence before the Mititafy Requirements C <»m- 
unttee on the couiage, efficiency aud value of the Anglo-Indians and Eurasians 
“® members of the Auxiliary Force. This, however, was subsequently repudiate  ̂
“y Col, Uidiu-y, the'r President and the Govt, of India,
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\ • \ E?«S> Ao^tem of considerable importance to the Association has 

reconstitution of the Council which has been c a tn w P  
t iirough in the past few months. The new Council is to a far greater 
dogree than formerly representative of Branches and it is also 
reduced to one of more workable dimensions. This should be of 
great assistance to the efficiency of the Association and tend to the 
rapidity of action, for at the present time we think our Members in 
up country, rather than those in town, require the help of the 
Association, as it is in the mofussil that the absence of order 
js moro severely felt than in towns where forces available 
for meeting contingencies are located. With a well-constituted 
Council, however, and even should we be able to make an early consi- 
derable addition to the membership, nothing can be done without 
money, and when we turn t0 the accounts we find very disap
pointing results.

I may say that at present we are working under the estimates 
°- tx.pe,1̂ ' ,;urei but in addition to the subscriptions from members 
wo also require new members, not only for their financial support 

u a. 60 *" order to add to the influence of this Association. In 
securing new members I quite realise the difficulty, for some say 
ft " u ° Associa‘ '°n is doing nothing while others say in effect that 
work ^ t v / 00 muc  ̂ Pro-European. From wbat I have seen of tho 
cism of l - ' '̂8soc’ a,:ion I believe both are wrong. The first criti- 
the O °U  ̂ nothi" S ’ s a" swered in the record of work shown in 
estiroat‘artCrly ^ ev’ ew8> ’ *• seems that doing nothing in the 
, • lo,l.oi critics is the only alternative to the Association 
/ho roll/" (tlÛ y *n t'10 lime-light. I would suggest, howover, that 
European^- iT° ^'S300'at' 0n ' s >n the main that of a guard over 
threatened*^a ' does not; get active until it sees those rights
oi her partie" 8Vei' *dl8n '*■ ^oes not mov6 on occass' ous for, provided 
them un the necessary actions, it only has to back
nf the f ’ l,' i" resPeet it owes much to the public-spirited action 
all that j j1/ '  B*8 Commerce, The Chambers cannot, howover, do 
to this ,vreqU.,red- *or represent specific interests and it is up 
hi the Oh F ?OIat,on to look after the wide interests not represented 
ntWa , t Btripera-. Ei sotting out to do this we come across the 
fear thaf0*  ̂ °rit*cs w'30 6fty " 6 are to° "  pro European.” They 

0 'vatoh over European interests means we are going to 
nrivilocro ° r pr!v‘ eg09 at the expense of our Indian co citizens—  

ij 6. S, , w lc  ̂ are ,10t ,n tune with the liberal thought of tho 
! . ,  a e present day. Ihis is not so, for this Association, 

wj ' B specially serving ite members, has neither tho intention nor 
i jc c esire to secure privileges at the expenses of the community 
generally.

■ Go^X



■ V /ii/seems to 010 that this Association can unite with any^^EO.- 1
\V^S®iM>or party of liberal thought attempting to establish the free- 

J0111 and responsibility of the individual, and this unity of action is 
regardless of race, for I beliove that in sympathetic fellowship with 
the responsible Indian and Anglo-Indian the best interests of this 
Association are bound up.

“  I hope some of those now hanging back from membership with 
this Association will see things in the same light and will join with 
us in upholding the British ideal which is liable to partial eclipse in 
times of racial antagonism, but which it is the peculiar duty of this 
Association to defend.”

The Telegram ( Cable 1 ) to the Premier on Khelafat

Mr. H. B. Turle said that last week the Council of the Asso- 
c!? > ° V e»t the following telegram to the Prime Minister : “ Coun
ci 0 European Association respoctfully draws attention to fact 

lat attitude of Mahomedans in India towards Britain is profoundly 
an ad versely affected by conviction that Britain alone stands in 
way of peace with Turkey and that Britain is supporting Greece 
against Turkey owing to pro Christian influence. Council res
pectfully  ̂but most earnestly urges India’s splendid part in 
wai particularly in Eastern theatre demands in framing policy 
towards Turkey fullest possible doference be accorded Maho- 
modan religious sentiment which has active sympathy of leading 
nindus. Council considers early affirmation that British policy 
tr i'nr»aS tk 'Vttys is unbiassed by religious considerations and demons- 
to H i  bLp.oof by 0116 unmistakable attitude to Turkey with regard 
The rea« 1 “T  essential to success of Empire’s mission in Asia.” 
had thaS° n tho telegram was sent was that they had recently 
Indi 1 ud(hOPPOrlU" ' ty ’ u t*la Council of discussing the position in 
stood the q,>i?6f-01 Vvo leading Mahomedans, and as they under- 
distinct icii r  10,1 J ndia. they were faced with two separate and 
7-, t t 8 first was the Swaraj and the second was the

a®ltat|on- With regard to Swaraj the Association was 
n irely and unanimously opposed to any form of Swaraj as proposed 

oy Mr. bandhi and the Extremist leaders in India. It was believed 
bj the genera! run o£ Mahomedans throughout India that tho only 
obstacle in the way of peace with Turkey was Great Britain, 

nether that was corrector not there was no doubt that was the
0 fef which wa3 very damaging to the success of the Empire in Asia 

and especially in a country where a majority or a large number of 
t e inhabitants were Mahomedans. They had therefore sent this
1 -gram to the Prime Minister urging an affirmation that British 

cy Was unbiassed by religious sentiment. It was outside the

/jjS* Go ^ \ \
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' • \ o||>ar^cope o£ the Association, but they felt that the situation’
" unusual, aud that if anything could be done to remove the root 

\JlrovsbjAlt was within the Bcope of the Association just as much as 
it was within the scope of the Association to prevent tho preaching 
of disloyalty in the mosques towards Groat Britain.

Urging Government to Action Against N-C-O. 
ivlr. E. Villiers moved :— “ The Association notes tho attitude 

of the Government of India towards tho revolutionary movement as 
revealed in its communique of the 6th of February. It urges on the 
Government the immediate cessation of its present attitude of 
continued forbearance with agitators which will alienate in the 
future, as it has in the past, the sympathies of those who still 
desire to remain loyal. The Association urges on the Government 
the imperative necessity of translating its words into deeds and, by a 
definite and immediate action, of carrying out its elementary duty of 
maintaining Law and Order and of protecting its servants from 
murder and violence. The Association is strongly of opinion that, 
to give effect to the above, definite steps should be taken continually 
to display in the up-country districts and in the towns such forces 
as the Government may have at its disposal, and further that, in the 
cute of all those condemned by the law to imprisonment for riotous 
and seditious acts, such imprisonment should bo made effective both 
as to term and conditions.”

,n “Peking on tho resolution Mr. Villiers made a violent 
speec i. He said that they had done with words. They wanted the 

overnment to realise that they had sat quiet for some months 
seeing a good doal passing before them with forbearance. That, how- 
e.. r, cu not mean that they were going to sit down to see them- 
se vea trampled on ad museum," by every self styled apostlo of 
peace. econdly, the resolution urged on Government the impera- 
tna necessity oi translating its words into deeds. Words had not 
- T V *  t'^° °* rao'11* hatred which was threatening tho whole
0 10 J.'Uopean community and in fact every loyal member of the cominuuity.

thern^1̂ ^ *  would add a word of warning. There might be, aud
1 " ere’ S0D19 amougst them who thought that owing to the 
a ea communique put forward by Mr, Gandhi with regard to the

suspension or the time being at all events of mass civil disobedience, 
« «  wa3 no reason why this resolution should now be moved.

. f' *e 'vor0 a,)y them who thought on these lines, he told them 
taut they were never more mistaken in their lives. This was noth
ing more or loss than a strategic move of an amazingly clever and 
aud astute politician. Mr. Gandhi was asking for a crore of voltuj-
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! sl, tgDtoarltfia crore of rupees, and for the time being he was\oS|ft»d
\ V * S T O # is campaign. If there was neod yesterday for this

tcon.to be moved there was ten thousand times more need for it to 
be moved that day lest tho Government be lulled into a false sense 
of security and the tiny rimlets of blood which they had seen trickl
ing in the land might swell into a groat river of blood and over
whelm every man and woman in this country.

Mr. Langford James in supporting the resolution said that he 
had mado a certain study of Mr. Gandhi. Mr. Gandhi was not a 
visionary. Mr. Gandhi was a very shrewd politician, possibly the 
most shrewd among those who had formed themselves into a clique 
against the British. Iu December 1920, there was a Congress held 
at Nagpur. There were three from Bengal, as the representatives 
of Bengal, Mr. C. R, Das and various other persons all of whom 
were noted for their anarchical tendencies and their bitter hatred of 
the British and they put before the Congress a very sound policy. 
They said : “ Let us go into the Councils and create an opposition
like the opposition of the Irish members in the House of Commons,”  
Mr. Gandhi, however, absolutely refused to have it because he 
foresaw that once they went into the Councils, once they recognised 
that they were going to have something like representative govern
ment, some sort of some government on the lines of bureaucracy or 
democracy, there would be an end to his plans and that was what he 
was not going to have at any cost. Mr. Gandhi’s scheme for non co
operation was to stand outside the Councils so that he might wreck 
them, Mr. Gandhi’s whole object was to produce chaos and anarchy 
in the land so that there might be no sort of Government whatever, 
and then when the whole thing was in tho melting pot Mr. Gandhi 
would have his turn. Secondly, why non violence 1 Because if one 
was violent, even the British Government in India took hold of one 
and probably punished one, and therefore Mr. Gandhi thought it was 
such an excellent plan all tho time to bo an advisor of non violence, 
Nobody would touch him and the Government were side-tracked 
To-day Mr. Gandhi stood before them as the most dishonest man in 
tho country. Mr. Gandhi was the advisor of non-violence but was 
stirring up murder and arson. Mr. Gandhi would have them believe 
that oach time it occurred the tears were running down his face, 
that he wa3 fasting for a month, that the country must be purged of 
this dreadful blot. Who bolieved Mr. Gandhi 1 Mr. Gandhi could 
shed his tears after the Bombay massacres, but who had stirred it up 1 
He had no doubt that it was Mr. Gandhi himself. He believed that 
v uy possibly the future of this country was bound up in having 
what he would call a solid entente between the sane and sound 
’•dians who bad a stake in the country and desired to see a stable



. fftt^rnnj’ent and the Englishmen who lived here. There \v!p„ilo , 
, ' .  snadow of doubt that they must have a stable government ancHmac 
XJdt̂  wiiVthe duty of the Government of the country to govern. Govern

ment could never govern by sending down such clever communiques 
from Delhi. Government must take action.

Mr. W , L. Carey said :— The time is one when no doubt the 
Government of this country and of this province will be glad to 
have an expression of opinion by the European community in sup
port of their action taken and yet to be taken for the enforcement 
o aw and order and the protection of life and property of loyal and 
aw-abiding subjects and Government servants, They may also be 

g ac to know our opinion that the time has come when they should 
? 6 more definite action to this end. I support the Resolution, and 

a so especially its demand for adequate protection in up-country 
P aces, and the showing of such force as may be necessary there to 
re establish a sense of security and to overawe the spirit of lawless
ness and manufactured disorder.

Mr. C. O. Remfry moved, Mr. Harry Hobbs seconded, and it 
aS l)niu>'mously adopted :— “ That this meeting endorses the re- 

with°r atll n̂ Council to the Racial Distinctions Committee
Code 6and f<V ^ 8 Proposed amendment of the Criminal Procedure 
ment fo^T i -  g,af] to  6UP P°r t  popular opinion as to equal t.reat-
of nrom i "oiana and Europeans on the basis of raising the standard 
conside ' Ur6 ,n criminal trials, it emphatically and finally rejects 
trial W r ,'"1 1 a n y  8etflement which may take away the right of

It w X,it ‘|Ur.y as now oxisting.”
telecranTbo u 11 ' nimously decided by the meeting that the following
$icks, Common°sn° w e tPa-Ĉ ed t0 S' r WilHam Joyn8° n'Hicks “ T°  
ciation (,nl„ ’ .88tm,nl8ter. General Meeting European Asso-
support your m°ort8ionI8edAb°,dy u" offioial Britishers in India, strongly 
Legislative A ?> aiul ,lePrecate political manoeuvre in Indian 
legislative Assembly of 13th defending Secretary of State.”
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^  ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF

I. lie Bengal Chamber of Commerce
CALCUTTA, 28I'll FEBRUARY 1922.

At the Annual General meeting of the Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce which was held on the 28th February at Calcutta 
Sir Robert Watson Smyth, the President, delivered the follow- 

remarkable speech. Some parts of this had, however, to 
be retracted by him on pressure being applied by the sober 
and moderate section of the Calcutta public—both European 
and Indian.

After reviewing the happenings of the past year Sir Robert 
turned to politics'.aud’ eaid :—

I have always felt that the business man in Calcutta should, 
as far as possiblo, withhold himself from dabbling in politics. It 
has been my opinion that a business man Bbould stick to his 
business and confine his political activities to questions which 
immediately affect or threaten commerce. Of recent years, 
however, the march of events has been so rapid that it has not 
b0.en Possible for us to stand on one side. Reforms and agitation, 
Bllle by side, have aifeoted the Government of this country to such 
an extent that the whole fabric not only of Government but of 
society also is shaken and threatened, and it therefore behoves 
tveij man to take a hand in the game so that he may be prepared 
o resist aggression and defend his rights. In this connection, I 

"ould ^ay once more what has often been said on occasions like 
. I 18.’ la| the old-fashioned idea that some firms have of restraining 

eu' senior man from taking any part in public life must he 
abandoned if we are not going to run a great risk during the next 
•aw years of critical change. Tho business communities of Calcutta 
are being attacked. And they will be attacked still more in the 
future, and it requires the very best men that they can produce to 
put up an adequate defence. The time when it was sufficient for 
one or two leading men to take all upon their shouldors has gone, 
bhe responsibilities which must bo borne by the leaders of the 
Mercantile community are so great that it is impossible ior ono or 
two men to undertake them all, and they must bo wisely spread 
° '? r a large numbor than has been tho ca3e hitherto. There still 

a prejudice amongst some of the great firms against allowing 
eir seniors to do anything but thoir own business, but I solemnly 

32
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l* 1 vfiSjta {l?9 members of this Chamber that this can not continffl^and 
V ^ v^ K jd n a u a t take their share of their burden. It is a selfislLjfijLJ 

jjw^ked act for any one firm to be willing enough to take 
advantage of all the Chamber does for it, but unwilling to allow 
the attention of their senior to be distracted for a moment by any 
thought outside making money for the Home partners. If I had 
my way such a firm should be ostracised, and if they would 
deliberately take no share in the labours of the Chambers they 
should have no share in the benefits which membership of the 
Chamber confers.

We have now had one year’s experience in the working of 
the new Councils under tho Reform Scheme, and I am afraid that 
the best that can be said on the subject is that the results might 
have been worse. The Council of State have given us a fairly 
dignified lead, as might be expected from men of that standing, 
out their powers are small, and though the sentiments which they 
have expressed from time to time are moderate in view and in 
expression, they have not been of any great assistance towards 
governing India during the past year. The Legislative Assembly 
fioin which so much was expected, and by which so much must be 

one if the Reforms are to be anything but a farce, have been a 
i ^appointment. The bulk of their time has been taken up in 

lacussing resolutions, many of a highly controversial and racial 
c aracter, and the time and ability of the best men in the 

ssem y, b0th unofficial and official, have been utilized not in 
TFy" ‘" ,° solve the problems of Government but in trying to keep the 
., ' rem!? w'thin limits, and the wording of resolutions from passing 
ne ort inary bounds of prudence. Weighty legislation, such as 

0 ncom0-tax Act which would have taken the House of Commons 
wee an ebate, are passed with comparatively no discussion at 

i ,̂y reso'ut' on is a hopeless task, and the length
U i t x  ! ' l 41 been carr'ed during the past year makes one’s 
,ii.a shx at the thought of these Assemblies and Councils ever 
• r r x  i g0V6rn this country. But the Legislative Assembly 

j 6 u ,o extr®mely pleased with their effects, for with only a 
V 10011 03 experience during which time their actual aebieve- 

0 9 w.nr.° n>l, thoy stoutly passed a resolution to the effect that in 
ei. °l0,,1°n they have become so efficient that their ten years of pro- 

00 wa' ved, and that they were now roady to proceed 
WI , . 0 oext ateP towards complete self government. Can any
resolution bo conceived that is more futile than that? Can any better 
proof be shown than that the Legislative Assembly have not even 
begun to learn the lessons which the Government of India Aot con
sidered 10 years was necessary for them to master?



BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE F W * < J  

r  I J|k ‘/The Bengal Legislative Council has been possibly iN N ale 
\^s^g563^.Vnan the Legislative Assembly. They bad a severe le^beMit-^ 

\^thaytfhrly part of their existence when they rejected the Polico vote 
and found that His Excellency would not restore the grant. It was 
their first test for finding themselves responsible for their own 
actions, and they did not like it. They put the grant back on their 
own petition, and since then have been much more sensible with 
regard to votes which carry responsibilities with them. But still, 
for them also the charm of passing resolutions has its fascination, 
and this culminated in an absurdity at the last session when on one 
day the Legislative Council passed without difficulty a vote for extra 
money for the police in order to carry out the Government policy of 
law and order, and the next day passed a resolution condemning 
that policy and asking Government to abandon it. And so, gentle
men, the review of the first year’s working of our new Assembly 
and Councils does not give scope for much gratification, but if that 
bad been all we could have looked forward with hope that in years 
to come wisdom would be learnt by degrees if but slowly. But 
there is unfortunately something a good doal worse than the passing 
of foolish resolutions and the like. The Councils, and especially the 
Assembly, are beginning to realise their power and are beginning to 
look about to see how they can by legislation work off some their 
racial and commercial jealousies which have rankled for many years, 
-fbey  ̂ have raised two thorny questions : the first being racial 
equality and the second, what is usually known as the Ilbert Bill 
controversy. One can deal with the first in rather a calmer manner 
than with the second.

Racial Prejudice.
1 his question of racial equality has been surrounded by a 

great deal of cant and humbug since the Reform Scheme came into 
being. Is there really such a thing as racial equality and, if not, 
can it be produced by legislation 1 Thero must be something very 
strong against this doctrine of racial equality, this hypothesis that 
°ue man is as good as another, no matter what his race or his 
traditions may be. It is not only we, Britishers, resident in India 
that have this idea of racial inequality. 1 suppose it is stronger in 
America than anywhere else. The English settlers in Kenya col, ny 
who have never had anything to do with India but only with Indians 
are on tho brink of mutiny on account of it. South Africa, which 
straightened out her war troubles in a manner that 'stamped after 
her people as being imbued with the greatest common sense and 
^readth of vision, will not recognise it. Australia with'all its labour 
°0n 6rtimcnts WH k1" ’0 none of it. The history of India for the last, 

d years eau hardly be quoted as a proof of any racial equality and



i I I tlSOntlian Army at the present day is a good instance of \\gfc D 
V*N5W®>-/','9»8 Indian Array, with its White officers is a m agnilclii; 1 

v®ghi|M/machine. But- what would be the value or a Sikh or Pathan 
regiment officered by Bengali Babus, or a Goorkba Regiment 
officered by Ooryas 1 The man who talks about racial equality in 
India or anywhere else is either a humbug, or is talking with his 
tonguo in his cboek. And yet one of the chief outcomes of the 
Reforms is this steady demand based on racial equality for what is 
called Indianizing the services. I notice that there is no great 
ambition to replace Europeans by Indians in the Army or Navy, but 
in all other services the demand i.s to exclude Europeans in future 
recruitment, and select Indians regardless of the effect in efficiency 
and regardless of the suitability of the candidates by race or 
tradition or training. This is bad enough but it is a legitimate 
ambition which will probably be killed by experience.

There is, howover, a darker and more dangerous side to this 
question. Racial equality is being made use of as a stalking horse 
for other things. It is being made use of as a means whereby old 
commercial jealousies may be satisfied, and as a means whereby 
privileges can be removed which will lay us open, bound and help
less, to a most vindictive form of legal attack. I. mean the false 
charge at which the Asiatic is an acknow ledged expert. Com- 
meicial jealously is being appeased by tho attempt to legislate 
.cyans into commercial positions for which they are not qualified, 
an whtch they would never attain by open competition. Here, of 
course, are many exceptions. The great commercial magnates of 
yom ay mve fought us at our own game and in many instances 
ioa.an us and this form of legislation has no attraction for them ; 
jUo in engal and other parts of India where the plane of Indian 
commercia intelligence and morality is undoubtedly lower than 
in om wy, this form of legislation has great attractions, and 

er6’ n 10? t'10 danger. You cannot make an honest Director 
Wi . aimSffig Agent by legislation out of a man who, according to 

as orn ideas, is riot commercially honest. You cannot make a 
u t ,c board function properly by pitchforking on to it a lot of 

y e  e. > or untrustworthy members, simply because they are 
? that is the trend of Indian thought to-day, and

, ,a. . 01,ra °* thought will before long find expression in attempts at 
egis ation. This must be fought from the very beginning. The 

way. is being paved by a sort of campaign of calumny against 
British methods of business, and accusations of racial prejudice 
are being levied against us. Thank goodness, we are all too level- 
beaded to bother about these sort of things, but Indian merchants 
who stoop to this form of abuse must take warning that they cannot
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^tE3 i/ ^?th ways. We cannot go on being friends with tBefek |f 
KO'they openly and publicly abuse us. We are all willing

x^omi^eTcial friends, and we are all too good business men to pay 
more for what we buy, or take less for what we sell in order to 
koep an Indian from doing business. It often happens, of course, 
that an European firm refuses to do business with an Indian firm, 
but the reason is not one of racial prejudice ; it is one of com
mercial morality, and when an Indian firm has lost its credit, as 
some of them have done recently, they must expect to lose the 
custom of honest men as well.

T h e  Ilbe rt B ill controversy.

The second danger ahead of us is the attack that is being 
made on our privileges and our liberties, better known as the Ilbert 
Bill controversy. There are possibly none of us here who remem
ber the Ilbert Bill uproar in the early eighties, but there are some 
of us who came to India not long afterwards when the echoes of 
that trouble were still ringing in the air. That the Legislative 
Assembly should have roused all these old passions again within 
the first year of its existence, is, to say the least of it, a great error 
in tactics. At the back of our minds, those of us, 1 mean, who 
openly declared for the Reforms, and promised to make them as 
much of a success as we could, there was always an uneasy feeling 
that we might be prejudicing our own rights, but 1 do not think 
that any of us ever thought that the attack would come at once 
within the first few months of the constitution of the Reformed 
Assembly. It shows us that the danger is real, and it shows us 
that wo have got to stick togother, as it may be a fight for our 
very existence. I will not go any length into this subject as the 
matter is being considered by a very strong Committee. If this 
Committee can come to a compromise that is likely to last and 
which will be acceptable to us, nobody will be moro pleased than 
I am ; but we must be prepared for the worst, although we hopo 
for the best. There is, 1 feel convinced, a certain amount of bluflf 
on the part of many Indians over this matter. It is a question of 
twisting the lion’s tail, as has been dono so often by the continental 
Powers, and the usual process is to go on twisting, keeping a sharp 
eye on the other end of the lion to see how far it is safe to go 
before he begins to bite. My advice to you, therefore, when the 
result of this Committee comes out, unless it is favourable, is to 
show your teeth as soon as possible. I have been asked what we 
°an do, or what we are going to do. My answer is that we are 
going to do everything that lies within our power. I am not, of 
course, going to give our plans away prematurely, nor am I going

) BENGAL CHAMBER OP COMMERCE I  /  y<|f



1“ l tjftodutlie in threats, but I can assure the Legislative Aa®ib|y 
V ^ ^ ^ tj/,tV e y  pursue this course they are taking on a good deal kawla_J 

!%han;jihey probably bargain for. In addition to what we can do 
out here, the public at home are at last rousing themselves to some 
interest in India and they are beginning to see that law and order 
here is not as certain as it should be, and the lives and liberties of 
their kith and kin are not as safe as they ought to be. Now will 
be the time to rouse British public opinion against any attack ou 
our legal rights, and I feel convinced that our case is good enough 
to raise a storm, that it will sweep any proposod legislation before 
it, even if the Reforms have to go too.

“ B u t this thin g l  say unhesitatingly, that no m atte r w h a t m a y  h a p p e n  
at D elh i, the Europ ean s of In d ia  w ill not stand a n y en cro a ch m e n t o n  
the legal rights that we h ave found necessary in  years past, and w h ich  w e are 
convinced w ill be still m o re  necessary in the future. T h is  is not a question of 
reform  or reaction. It is not a question of justice o r injustice, ft is a far 
greater question tha n that. It is a question  of rights and lib erty . It  is a 
question of life and de ath . L e t  bu t this safeguard be taken from  us, and 
not one of us w ill be safe from  a charge of any foul crim e u p  to m u rd e r w ith  
th e  certainty of a con viction .

We will await the report of the Committee in the hope that 
they will recommend some acceptable compromise, but if that hope 
is not realised then action must be taken at once. I shall not be 
hero to offer you my services as a leader which l would otherwise 
gladly do, but I would like to make this suggestion which, if the 
occasion arises, your new Committee may consider for what it is 
worth. In my opinion, the matter should be dealt with, not by the 
Chamber, but by the European Association ; and they should 
appoint a special committee to deal with this matter only, and to 
this special committee the Chamber should give the services to take 
this matter seriously.

• lie activities of many classes of Indians, some acting consti
tutionally and many acting unconstitutionally, seem to me to be 
aiming at one thing, and one thing only, which is to make matters 
so impossible for us Britishers in India that we will get out. But 
let (bum he well assured that we will not get out. The spirit of 
the old merchant adventurers, the ancestors of many of us here 
to day, is by no means dead. Are we going to be juggled out of our 
birth-right by a parcel of lawyer politicians'! Are we going to 
relinquish the heritage which our fathers won with the blood of 
some of the best mon that ever came out of Britain 1 Are we going 
to sit quietly and submissively by to accept from any Legislative 
Assembly or from any organisation of Mr. Gandhi, what is vulgarly 
known as the order of the boot ? I think not. Or, if we do, 1 shall 
be entirely mistaken in my couutrymeu.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE [ c A iO ± A



BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
l . \ «°% “ ljel; us nnt however, dwoll too long on the dark side of rhrkrg'

thank God, a brighter side. Indians are not all like ^
X^ adS M  there is a large number, probably a large majority who have 

tho sense to recognise that India for Indians alone is quite an im
possible ideal. They are, as a rule, somewhat timid in coming for
ward and proclaiming their opinion, but the spread of civil disobe
dience and the threatening of anarchy are driving them to take 
action, and new leaders who are sound men of common sense are 
appearing and are willing to join hands with us. One of the out
come of this is the formation of a new League, tho chief purpose of 
which is to fight non-co operation, anarchy and revolution. We are 
well advanced in this scheme, and we will, for tho time being, place 
our political opinions on one side, and work whole-heartedly together 
to fight this imminent danger preached by the FKhilafatist and Mr. 
Gandhi. The work which will be mostly propaganda work will be 
done entirely by Indians but funds will be required, and we shall all 
have to subscribe freely. This is not a charity, gentlemen, it is an 
insurance premium. If prudent men insure their premises and their 
property against damage or destruction by riots and civil commotion, 
it is surely prudent also to pay another small premium in an ende
avour to prevent such riots from breaking out. I will ask you to 
bear this in mind when Sir Alexander Murray and Mr. Langford 
James come round to ask you for your subscription to this League.

“  Besides this immediate work, I look to this League to serve 
an even more useful purpose in the future. We have set. out to 
work together against the disturbers of law and order, but I feel suro 
that when that purposo is effected, wo shall find that we have got 
used to working together, and we shall succeed then in finding some 
common ground on which these racial questions can be sottled.

“  My last word, therefore, to you, gentlemen, is to form a solid 
defence. Hit back and bit back bard when attacked. Join 
hands with those Indians of moderate principles who are willing and 
wishful to work with you, and be sympathetic with their legitimate 
aspirations as regards the Government of their own country. If an 
alliance on these lines can be brought about, I feel confident that 
we shall then go forward side by side, the best of us Britishers and 
the best of Indians, working whole-heartedly for the good of this l and 
in which we live. And whon this fungus growth has boon brushed 
away,— this poisonous fungus growth, hatred, anarchy and revolution 
which now dims her lustre,— India will shine out again in all her 
brightness, and prove that she ever was the fairest jewel in Britain s 
Imperial Crown, '

• '  G0 ^ N \  1
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chronicle of Events
India in Parliament & Abroad 1921 

January 1921
In England the Press was very active on Indian affairs, especially 

on the change of Viceroyalty and on the Nagpur Congress 
proceedings. 6

\ '° 'erit agitation in England led by the Morning Post and the 
Vaily Telegraph to onforce repression in India in reply to the 
Aagpur Congress Resolutions. The Post led an agitation against the 
suggestion of Lord Reading as Viceroy recalling his connection with 
the notorious Marconi deal, and said that the I.C.S would revolt 
at such a standard of honesty. Tory papers followed suit.
8t . Sir Michael O’Dwyer started a campaign in the British Press 
oi immediate repression in India and a personal vendetta against 

Messrs Gandhi Lajpat Rai, Ali Brothers and Chintamaui. The 
. arm 6 JdW'tph opened their columns to Anglo-Indian 

pensioners of India who demanded all round repression in India
, ‘ h' A® 0intmBr)t of Reading as Viceroy of India announced.
Dead atTRriffhJD°8 ?I,eS U? veilinft a war memorial to the Indian 
of which R was e? Sa w  haA.they h;ld giv6,, their lives in a quarrel

th o ” “ ’ y — “ •
February 1921

15th. Parliament oponed bv thn 0 . , T
Mr. Davidson M. P in movin* L  S 'ate- 1,1 tha Commons 
Speech said that the House shmLl rQ,,’l y ‘ °  the' Ki,1« ’s
new Reforms inauguratedby t , , k  I f  ° P8
POM..I p , . , .  ,o Similar £ * £  g r S S T "  b” g
de „ -  h° 7 i aper8.,!? -̂ n8^nd under the lead of tho Mwning Pod 
denounced the appointment of Lala Harkishon Lai as a Minister.

hy several1 ° f Ml’ '.Mo'lta8u was exasperatingly heckledy several M. P. a on the question of appointment of Lal.a Harkishen
Mini-tor0; maliciously described as a rebel and a convict, as a

'top “further iuestiois ^  Spe&ker hi‘d l°  intem,le and to
1



f i f W %  1 N D I 4  I N  P A R L I A M E N T  & A B R O A D  C  
1*1 Bsk Questions were also asked on the reduction of the S n i  

tbe n̂(̂ 'an Army and expression was given to thb-fltl?-^ 
x5Mn$4?ritish strength was being dangerously reduced in India which 

was in the throes of a revolution.
24th. In the H. of Commons the anti-Indian die-hards led by 
~S iscpunt Curzon initiated a heated discussion over the Speaker’s 
ruling of the last day re Lala Ilarkishen Lai’s Case.

M arch 1921

1st. In the H. of Commons a point of order was raised on the ques
tion whether members of Parliament could not criticise the action of 
Indian Officers, such as Lala Harkishen Lai, in the House. The 
speaker gave his ruling that members should not interfere in 
the case of the administration of Transferred Subjects in India.
2nd. In the H. of Commons questions were asked regarding the 
pay and pension of the I. C. S. and regarding their protection from 
-no alleged hostile action of the new Indian Ministers and their 
Councils.

Before a meeting of Parliamentarians under the Duke of North- 
i , f r aad a bogus report was presented which included a reference 

Dwyer gang to an Indian Society which was alleged to be 
Promoting murder and rebellion in India !
the Arrn,h° °! Lords Lord Sydenham gave an alarmist view of

■ »n  Z ' Z ’ i U f ! ' M  ° ut' h' aaid’ wo" id

Instituto°withi0M '" f l  6nt0rlained !l Di.mor hy the Royal Colonial 
pew appointment U M° ? tagu af president, said in reference to his 
sat in tho mioht, S ^ ,C0roy • It was a great idea to ask him who
that he represented^! °.f.Bntlsh Justice t0 8° India for the reason Q f Presented Justice in Great Britain.’

by 88 *vores to"V T ?'t3:mU nion. after a ful* dress debate Passed 
diate gr-nu „f n, 0 : J hat td)is House would welcome the imme-
5th M > ° sta*:us of self-governing Dominion to India.’
Montagu^ndemnica'1111̂ 1’ ° f Commeroe sent representation to Mr. timing cotton import duties in India.

of the Cnnv\h\ f B u°L La°r« - ’i, Lord Lytton moved the Second Reading 
motion that the B whlch was PostPoned on Lord Ampthill’ s
question of P T  1 aS premature' Lord Sydenham raised the
S s fe r r e d  s 5 £ S T >  F-0Wer ,to tbe administration of
Ivttou the IT ? c ,n biH la arid oliciter] an assurance from Lord Lytton, the Under Secretary, that they could.



r  V I M 1' r t  Mmning Fost anr|o u n e e d  th e  fo r m a t io n  o f  t h e  I n d i a V a i J  
W n m i t t e e  c o m p o s e d  o f  O ’ D w y e r ,  D y e r ,  J o y n s o n - H i c k s ,  

V ^ v g y t o i m i m  &  A m p t h i l l  a n d  o t h e r  D ie -h a r d s ,  o s t e n s i b l y  t o  c i r c u la te  in -  
n m f ia t i o n s  a b o u t  I n d ia  b u t  r e a l ly  to  d o  a n t i - In d ia n  p r o p a g a n d a  w o r k .
1 1th, M r.  M o n t a g u  r e c e iv e d  a t  the  I n d ia  Off ice  t h e  I n d ia n  M o s l e m  
D e l e g a t i o n  to  th e  N e a r  E a s t  C o n f e r e n c e .

1 2 t h .  L o r d  R e a d i n g  e n t e r t a in e d  a t  a fa r e w e l l  lu n c h e o n  a t  S a v o y  
H o t e l  b y  In d ia n s  in L o n d o n .  T h e  A g a  K h a n  p r e s id e d .  L o r d  
R e a d i n g  d e c la r e d  t h a t  he was g o i n g  t o  I n d i a  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  d o  his 
u t m o s t  a n d  b e l i e v i n g  th a t  I n d i a n s  w o u ld  t r y  a t  t h e  o u t s e t  t o  g iv e  
fa i th  t o  h im  u n t i l  t h e y  f o u n d  t h a t  b o  w as  u n d e s e r v i n g  o f  i t .

M r .  L l y o d  G e o r g e  r e c e i v e d  a t  D o w n i n g  S t r e e t  th e  I n d i a n  
M o s le m  D e l e g a t i o n  w h o  u r g e d  m o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  T r e a t y  o f  S e v r e s .  
1 7 th .  I n d i a  E m e r g e n c y  C o m m i t t e e  h e ld  a large  in a u g u r a t i o n  m e e t i n g  
u n d e r  L o r d  A m p t h i l l  in  C a n n o n  S t r e e t  H o t e l  t o  d e n o u n c e  M r.  
M o n t a g u  a n d  h is  R e fo r m s  in  I n d ia .

■s* 3 r d .  I n f lu e n t ia l  d e p u t a t i o n  o f  L a n c a s h i r e  M . P . ’ s a n d  C o t t o n  
m a g n a t e s  w a i t e d  u p o n  M r.  M o n t a g u  t o  p r o t e s t  a g a in s t  I n d i a n  
c o t t o n  d u t i e s  a n d  t r ie d  to  in f lu e n c e  h im  a g a in s t  fiscal a u t o n o m y  
b e i n g  g r a n t e d  t o  I n d ia .  M r.  M o n t a g u  d e c l i n e d  t o  i n t e r fe r e .

April 1921
8 t h .  M r .  M o n t a g u  r e p ly in g  to  a d e p u t a t i o n  o f  p e n s i o n e d  o ff icers  
°* t*16 u n c o v e n a n t e d  se r v ice  a s k in g  f o r  an in c r e a s e  o f  p e n s io n  sa id  
th a t  he h a d  g o n e  a lo n g  w a y  a lr e a d y  b u t  p r o m i s e d  t o  r e co n s id e r .

1 2 t h .  In the  C o m m o n s  the  q u e s t io n  o f  K e n y a  In d ia n s  w a s  ra ised  
"1 in t e r p e l la t io n  w h e n  C o l .  W e d g w o o d  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  C o lo n ia l  
Off ice  w a s  a n ta g o n is t ic  t o  th e  In d ia n  c la im  o f  e q u a l i t y  in  K e n y a .  
C o r d  W i n t e r t o n  d e c la r e d  th a t  th e  w h o le  b l a c k  p o p u la t io n  o f  K e n y a  
w as a g a in s t  g i v i n g  f u r t h e r  r i g h ts  t o  I n d ia n a .

2 0 t h .  L o r d  L y t t o n  in t h e  H .  o f  L o r d s  a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  t h e  B u r m a  
R e f o r m  q u e s t i o n  h a d  b e e n  le f t  t o  t h e  J o i n t  C o m m i t t e e  f o r  r e p o r t .  
2 2 n d .  S ir  E d w a r d  G r i g g  g a v e  a le c tu r e  a t  th e  R o y a l  S o c i e t y  o f  
A r t s  o n  th e  “ C o m m o n  S e r v i c e s  o f  B r i t i s h  a n d  I n d ia n  p e o p l o  t o  t b e  
w o r l d ’ ’ a n d  sa id  t h a t  th e  t im e  w a s  n o t  y e t  r i p e  w h e n  I n d ia n  u n i t y  
a n d  s e c u r i t y  c o u l d  b e  m a in t a in e d  w i t h o u t  th e  m o r a l  f ib re  o f  the  
B r i t i s h .  L o r d  C h e l m s f o r d  sa id  th a t  h is  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  th e  R e f o r m e d  
L e g is la tu r e s  ha d  b e e n  w o n d e r f u l  a n d  he  w a s  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  th is  
g r e a t  a d v e n t u r o  w a s  g o i n g  t o  b e  a w o n d e r f u l  su ccess .

9 t h .  M r.  M o n t a g u  w r o t e  t o  M r .  C h o t a n i  o f  t b e  K h i l a f a t  D e p u t a -  
y o n  e x p r e s s in g  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  i ts  s e r v ic e s  a n d  m a d e  a l o n g  

E le m e n t  o f  B r i t i s h  p o l i c y  t o w a r d s  th e  T u r k s .
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3rd. Nairobi Round Table Conference between members of ine 
in  (.Earl community and the European Convention was opened under 
Governor Sir Edward Northey to arrive at a settlement on the claim 
of equality put forward by the Indian settlers.
4th. Lord Sydenham in the H. of Lords called attention to the 
dire peril to British Rule in India owing to reductions in the 
Indian Army. A long debate followed in which Lords Chelmsford 
and Lytton spoke against the motion which was withdrawn.

Nairobi Round Table Conference ended in a fiasco.
1 1th. At the annual dinner of the Newspaper Society of England, 
i'ield Marshall Wilson declared that India was a ‘specifically British 
possession which must be retained as such by force of arms.
13th. Mr. Montagu appointed a committee under Lord Lytton to 
report on the Indian Students question in the United Kingdom.
2 L:th. In reply to Colonel Wedgwood in the H. of Commons Mr. 
Montagu gave the amounts of large pensions that Sir Michael 
oc L?yer’ ®B1,eral Dyer and Mr. Smith still draw from India.

I*"; Mr. Sri nivasa Sastry delivered an address on the “ present 
po ltm.d situation in India”  at the Indian Students’ Hostel and was 
usi .aded by interruptions and cries from the Indian students as he 

spo -e against non-co-operation and supported Govt, action.
s ■ In the H. of Commons Viscount Curzon put in an interpella

tion regarding Gandhi, using the insulting epithet “ an individual
called Gandhi” in this connection.

Debate in tbo H. of Lords raised by Lord Montagu of Beaulieu 
rl. m 6 ng Frontier in India and preserving “ our

,prcetjse i>* our Eastern Empire.”  Lords Sydenham, 
s ou 1 an4 Eytton made long speeches.

June 1921
ist. Parliamentary Joint Committee recommended the Govt of 
11 ia 1 he extended to Burma at once.

iP- ' 18 Commons Mr. Montagu was heckled by questions re
j11 ' Reading interview. Col. Yate again raised the question of 

reduction in the Indian Army.
Hurlna Reforms Bill as drafted by the Joint Committee came 

i'-trlT e- k °r4s for the socond reading and passed, 
j.4tn. .Sir Frederick Hall suggested in the H. of Commons depor
tation of Mr. Androws, whom be described as “ the so-called gentle
man , in connection with his activities re Chandpur Gurkha outrage.

/ / / W w  in d ia  in  p a r l ia m e n t  & abroad
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• . C£jh. •Imperial Conference of Premiers of British Empire
at London by Mr. Lloyd George who referred to India in glowing 
terms and invited her representatives, the Maharao of Cuteh and 
Mr. Srinivasa Sastri, to participate in the discussions on equal terms. 
21st. Mr. Sastri addressed the Imperial Conference on behalf of 
India and put forth the pica of equality of status for Indians.
24tli. At the Empire Parliamentary Dinner Lord Birkenhead 
announced that he had arranged to send a Parliamentary Delegation 
to greet the new Legislatures of India.
28th. Burma Reforms Bill passed by the Lords.

July 1921
7th. Debate in the H. of Lords on Indian unrest raised by Lord 
Sydenham who asked what steps Govt, was taking to protect lives 
and properties of Europeans. Lord Lytton made a long statement.

At, a meeting of the Imperial Conference the status of Indians 
iti tho Dominions and Colonies was discussed fully. The Maharao 
of Cutch opened the discussion and Mr. Sastri took a leading part. 
12th. Mr. Waddington asked in the House of Commons about 
the huge profits which he alleged the Indian Cotton Mills have 
earned ; he wanted to deprecate the new imposition of Indian 
Cotton Duties.

In the H. of Commons Mr. Montagu was heckled by the Die- 
nai'dabout the Indian Service Men and their dissatisfaction with 

0 .Montagu Reforms. Mr. Montagu promised to issue a com
munique on the subject shortly.

Montagu in reply to enquiries made a statement in the 
i?* 1',?m*nonB regarding tho Madras strikes which followed from 

the Buckingham and Karnatic Mills lock-out.
, <Irew attention in the H. of Commons to the huge

..s sus ame jy India by the exchange muddle of 1920. Mr.
: on agu made a statement on the sale of reverse councils.
„  ^!1 reP*y k° a question Mr, Montagu gave an account in the
II. of Commons of the late Aligarh Riot of 1921.
27th, I he Maharao of Kutch and Mr. Sastri were presented with the 
Freedom of London at Guildhall at a brilliant gathering : and enter
tained to a luncheon at the Mansion House with the Lord Mayor in 
the Chair. Mr. Sastri mado very oloquent speoches in, his best style.

August 1921
*.at A committee of Leading Manufacturers in England sent 
c,roular to M. P’s. with a view to rally them in opposition to the

1 ......
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! 5 (iiijMn clilbom duties and declared that Mr. Montagu was respc^JjW^: 
\i|N^3r|t^to last for the tariff difficulties between England and I t td ^ L j

Tilak Anniversary Day held in London at Woburn Place with 
Mr. M. H. Kidwai in the Chair, and also to celebrate the inaugura
tion of N-C O in India.
2nd. Protest against Jt. Parliamentary Com. recommendations on 
Kenya Indians issued over the names of Lord Sydenham, Sir O. 
Townshend, and Sir Joynson-Hicks saying : we cannot imagine
that any British Govt, would give them equal franchise with the 
White men and in fact by so doing convert the Indian Colony into a 
British Dependency.”
5th. Imperial Conference Besolution on the status of Indians in 
the Dominions and other parts of the Empire was issued officially 
and published in the Press.

Genl. Smuts opined to a Press correspondent that Indians 
should emigrate to Mesopotamia rather than to South Africa.

A European mass meeting at Nairobi passed strong resolutions 
against giving any civic rights to Indians in Kenya.
9th. Col. Hurst in the H. of Commons enquired why the reverse 
councils wore sold privately during the last exchange muddle. Mr. 
Montagu explained the position.

Colonial Secretary received a private informal deputation 
of East Africa Ii dians consisting of Messrs. Jeevaniee and Varma of 
Kenja and Messrs. P. Thakurdas and Bamchandra Bao of India. Mr. 
Churchill declined to hear Mr. Jeevanjee in detail. Immediately 

this Mr. Churchill interviewed the European deputation.
1-Uh. I m p e r ia l  Ind. Citizenship Assoc, wired to the Sec. of State 
and Govt, of India the frantic anti-Indian campaign started by the 
Aonya E u r o p e a n s  to force the hands of the Govt, to assign an
inferior status to Indians.
i  ‘ th, At a Savoy Hotel Luncheon Mr. Chotani said that he and 
his colleagues of the Khilafat Deputation were returning to India 
completely disappointed. They found that the Germans were not 
the only Europeans who treated treaties as scraps of paper.
18th, Mr. Montagu in reply to a question in the H. of Commons 
made a long statement on the military operations in the N. W. 
.Frontier against the Waziris,
19th. Lancashire Deputation waited upon Lancashire M. P ’s. over 
the Indian Cotton Duties. Mr. Montagu who was present regretted 
that his arguments addressed to them months ago had not made an 
impression,
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Lytton Students Enquiry committee boycotted bypBhiij 
if London Indian students.

September 1921
5th. Loague of Nation’s Assombly met at Genova and was attend
ed by the Maharao of Cutch and the Right Hon. Srinivasa Sastri 
as Indian Delegates.
20th. Foreign Office, United Kingdom, addressed protest to the 
Soviet Govt, alleging revolutionary intrigues against British interest 
in Asia, particularly helping Indian revolutionaries, in contraven
tion of the Anglo-Soviet Commercial Treaty.

October 1921
4th. Mr. Montagu wrote to Lord Lytton intimating the Indian 
Assembly’s refusal to vote the grant on the students enquiry 
Committee.
6th. Lord Lytton as President of the students enquiry committee 
replied to Mr. Montagu giving an account of the work already done 
by his committee.
8th. Litvinoff of the Soviet Foreign Office in reply to British note 
of 20th, September denied all the charges categorically and com
plained of unfriendly attitude of the British.
10th. Sir Edward Northey, Kenya Governor, in opening the 
Kenya Council appealed to parties for truce on the Indian question. 
17th. Governor of Kenya announced interim arrangement 
to nominate one Indian to tho Executive Council and four to the 
Legislative Council.
25th. In reply to several questions in the II. of Commons Mr 
Montagu made a statement of tho trouble arising from the Moplah 
Rebellion, promising to give fuller details lator.

Lord Sydenham raised a debate in tho H. of Lords on the poli
tical situation in India. Lord Curzon made a long reply deprecating 
tbe attitude of Sydenham in raising the question just on tho ovo 
of the Prince of Wales’ departure for India. A long debate ensued 
iu which Lords Ampthill, Middleton, Chelmsford, Lytton and 
others took part.

The International Labour Conference of the League of Nations 
opened at Geneva under Lord Burnham as president.
26th. In the International Labour Conference Mr. Josbi, the 
Wdian Labour delegate, spoke in support of a proposition to limit
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\'  Ithffitork of agricultural labourers and to protect them like iVraj-, 
\ ^ r® ^ W 0ra.

November 1921
1st. In the H. of Commons Sir Charles Yate enquired tho reasons 
for the repeal of the Indian Press Act and Repressive Acts. 
Mr. Montagu made a long statement on the subject. A day was 
demanded by the Die-hards for the discussion of Indian Unrest ; 
this was refused by the Leader of the House.
3rd. At the International Labour Conf. Mr. Joshi urged tho 
necessity for tackling the question of primary education and literacy 
of wage-earners in all countries.
8th. In the H. of Commons Sir C. Yate put a question regarding 
Irade Unions in India which he described merely as “ Strike Com
mittees” and therefore unlawful. In reply to further questions 
Mr. Montagu promised to supply further informations on the Moplah 
outbreak.
9th, Sir C. Yate asked in the H. of Commons whether Govt, 
servants in India were wearing Gandhi-caps and thus openly 
flouting Govt. Mr. Montagu in reply said that some of the Povin- 
cia Governments have taken steps in the matter.

1!‘ r®!ard to a demand of the Die-hards for a day to dis- 
CQS3 t ie affairs of India the Leader of the House refused to comply.
I h n M*3 n̂ernat' ona' Labour Conference Mr. Joshi, the Indian 
a our e egate, speaking on the Secretary General’s report asked

an exp anation as to how different nationalities are represented
2"- , ? H “ ot >ta office and why agency offices are not opened in 
Asiatic countries.

 ̂ j December 1921
rrmn }  n̂Plan loaders summoned to trial for refusing to pay 

., , low in g  the passive resistance movement. Defence was
_ ' 8 ax was illegal boing imposed without the peoples’ consent.
j r j. Ihe Commons Col. Wedgwood enquired re the treatment 

POth an 6a^et8 88llt' to j a'h Mr. Montagu gave an evasive reply. 
, I ' ,*n rePly to Mr. Ban Spoor in the Commons Mr. Montagu 

- hat thero was nothing in India which should bo described 
aS °Pr03sion, It was merely keeping law and order.

? 0nl ‘?mu â addreseing the Natal S. A. Congress counselled 
in ims o avoid trying for settlement of the Indian question which 

mq; i (to Uiem no good and might do the Empire harm, and advised 
them to be repatriated to India.

■ g° * 2 x
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•V . 'India in Parliament & Abroad 1922 ' ^
.^y  January 1922

1 2 th .  S i r  M .  O ’ D w y e r  o n c e  m i r e  h i t  o u t  hi a j e r e m i a d s  a b o u t  
I n d ia  a t  th e  O v e r s e a s  C l u b  m e e t i n g  w h e r e  h e  p o m p o u s l y  s p o k e  o n  

O u r  I m p e r ia l  "R e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  in  I n d i a ”  w h i c h  w a s  t o  s a v e  t h e  I n d ia n  
m asses  f r o m  th e  s o - c a l l e d  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  !
2 7 t h .  S p e a k i n g  a t  t h e  E a s t  A f r i c a n  D i n n e r  in  L o n d o n  M r .  
C h u r c h i l l  m a d e  a  n o t o r i o u s  r e a c t i o n a r y  p r o n o u n c e m e n t ,  d e n y i n g  
t h a t  d e m o c r a t i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s  c a n  g r o w  in  E a s t e r n  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  
e m p h a s i s in g  t h a t  K o n y a  w a s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  a  W h i t e  c o l o n y .

February 1922
2 n d .  L o r d  B i r k e n h e a d ,  L o r d  C h a n c e l l o r ,  in  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  a s p e e c h  
sa id  a b o u t  ‘ f o r m i d a b l e  m o v e m e n t s ’ in  I n d i a :  i t  is n o t  i n c o n c e i v 
a b le  t h a t  w e  m a y  h a v e  o n c e  a g a in  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  E m p i r e  
r e t a in s  t h e  h a r d  fibre  w h i c h  b r o u g h t  i t  t h a t  E m p i r e .

7 t h .  P a r l i a m e n t  o p e n e d  b y  t h e  K i n g .  I n  t h e  d o b a t e  o n  t h e  
a d d r e s s  G e n ! .  P a g e  C r o f t  Raid t h a t  G o v t ,  m u s t  m a k e  i t  e l o a r  t h a t  
t h e y  in t e n d e d  t o  ru le  I n d ia .  L o r d  C u r z o n  r e f e r r e d  t o  I n d i a  as  ‘ t h a t  
g r e a t  D e p e n d e n c y ’ a n d  t h r e a t e n e d  w h o le - s a le  r e p r e s s i o n  t o  c h e c k  
t h e  I n d ia n  u n r e s t .

9 t h .  M r.  M o n t a g u  s p e a k i n g  a t  t h e  1 9 2 0  l i b e r a l  c l u b  t h r e a t e n e d  
f u r t h e r  r e p r e s s i o n  in  I n d i a  b u t  c o n t e s t e d  M r .  C h u r c h i l l ’ s d i o t u m  
t h a t  d e m o c r a c y  w a s  i m p o s s ib l e  in  I n d i a  a n d  h is  a n t i - I n d i a n  f o r e ig n  
p o l i c y  as r e g a r d s  th e  s t a t u s  o f  I n d i a n s  A b r o a d .

1 0 t h .  S i r  J o y n s o n - H i o k s ’ m o t i o n  o f  c e n s u r e  o n  M r .  M o n t a g u  d r e w  
, 0 l t  1 a  V 0 ly  b v e l y  d o b a t e  in  t h e  C o m m o n s  d u r i n g  w h i c h  t h e  d i e -  
n a rd  p a r t y  i n d u l g e d  in  a n  i n f e r n o  o f  abuse o f  M o n t a g u  a n d  I n d i a .  

2 1 s t .  S ir  M . O ’ D w y e r  a d d r e s s i n g  a m e e t i n g  u n d e r  S y d e n h a m  g a v e  
a  h o r r u y i n g  a c c o u n t  o f  u n r e s t  in  I n d i a  ; h o  a t t r i b u t e d  all  t r o u b l e  t o  
t h e  w e a k n e s s  o f  t h e  G o v t ,  o i  I n d i a  a n d  e x p l a i n e d  h o w  t h e  r e b e l l i o n  
in  t h e  P u n j a b  u n d e r  b is  r e g im e  h a d  b e e n  p u t  o u t  b y  G e n l .  D y e r  in 
4  d a y s  ! G a n d h i ,  M o n t a g u  a n d  t h o  G o v t ,  o f  I n d i a  w e r e  e q u a l ly  
r e s p o n s i b l e  ; t h e  f o r m e r  w a s  a  d a n g e r o u s  h y p o c r i t e  w h o s e  c o n t i n u e d  
i m m u n i t y  w a s  a m e n a c e  t o  p u b l i c  p e a c e .

March 1922
4 t h .  M r .  M o n t a g u  in  a s p e e c h  a t  L i s b o n  s a id  t h a t  t h o  p o l i c y  o f  
g r a n t i n g  se l f  G o v t ,  t o  I n d ia  w o u l d  b e  c a r r i e d  t h r o u g h  i n s p i t e  o f
difficulties.

1(a)
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|( W  Montagu was suddenly forced to resign. In the CdUtanls 
• \ S ® 1’? ,ys ,was received with prolonged cheers and unseemly hiTajily j  

w  'i,0.,!rirfis and Unionists. Mr. Chamberlain explained that 
^ e  tesignation was due to a breach of cabinet discipline in Mr. 
Montagu s publishing a Govt, of India telegram on the Turkish 
question without cabinet authority.
1 llh. Speaking to his constituents at Cambridge Mr. Montagu 
eXjP°?° t 0 tao*;'03 of the Premier and explained that in order to 
I W d °p Sa^ ° r\ conSBrvatives to his tottering ministry, Mr.
charccr JA°rf S PaC* Preser|t0d the Die-hards with bis head on a
thin ™rt  n  'i (0r,?3y c o n t r o v e r s y  r a g e d  in  E n g l a n d  o n  t h is  s u b j e c t  o n  
t in s  an d  th e  f o l l o w in g  d a y s .

of g10 Co1mmons ^ r- Montagu’s resignation was the subject
ot another heated controversy,

lh” '•or<"

MoM“ " e" ‘ i i * i° iord
said^tha^81h0̂ ** to Sir C. Yate in the Commons Earl Winterton 
Act would be c " & J f i ' 8all0T ing th0repealof Ind ian Press 
Indian assemblyC° naU 0r° ”  wben th0 measure was passed by the

certain grants ^  n̂d,an Assembly for refusing
such conduct was persisted • 6 ^  Reforms may be withdrawn if
27th. In (-.ba c
C o n s o l id a t e d  F u n d  P iM ° n8. t h e r e  w a s  a  l o n g  d i s c u s s i o n  o n  t h e
strongly .treked th« Wh®n C*0'1 Wedgwood, and Mr. Ben Spoor
M'interton made his replflPr9SS' Ve P° ,i0y 0f Govt- in India- Earl 
29th. Deputation
ton and made’ s t r o n g  Lanoashire M P ’8 waited upon Earl Winter- 

In the Com g ! Pr°Sentatl0n againsfc Ind'an Cotton duties, 
millions Indian l o a ^  ^  W "iterton moved for power to raise £50

6(h April 1922

10th’ W hito^ap^ggn ' j Il,dl“  L°an Bii! ' n the Commons passed.
1 l ‘ h. East i J , T t 8SU! d ° n thfi N-C 0  movement.

In he c  m °an oBm PaS86d in the Lord., me Commons Sir f! V .
d e r a t m n  o f  th e  ca se  0 f th e  m  n i l  p t e H"pte^  t o  o b t a i n  a  r e c o n s i -  01 th e  p u n i s h e d  P u n j a b  O ff ic ia ls  o f  1 9 1 9 .  M r .



Indian Loans Act received Royal Assent.

M a y  1 9 2 2

1 6 th .  J o i n t  P a r l ia m e n t a r y  C o m m i t t e e  m e t  in  t h e  L o r d s  t o  h e a r  
a n d  e x a m i n e  V i s c o u n t  P e e l  o n  v a r i o u s  I n d ia n  m a t t e r s .

2 3 r d .  I n  th e  C o m m o n s  r e p l y i n g  t o  C o l o n e l  Y a t e  L o r d  W i n t e r t o u  
r e fu s e d  to  c o n s i d e r  m o r e  fu l ly  t h o  I . C .  S .  P e n s i o n  R u le s .

24th. In the House of Lords, Lord Sydenham again raised the 
question of the punished Punjab Officials of 1919 and asked a 
reprieve. There was a long debate in which Lord Chelmsford made 
his first Parliamentary speech after retirement from India.

June 1922
1 2 th ,  B u r m a  R e f o r m  R u le s  p a sse d  in  th e  H o u s e  o f  C o m m o u s  a f t e r  
a  l o n g  d e b a t e  la s t in g  f o r  f ive  h ou rs  d u r i n g  w h i c h  n u m e r o u s  a m e n d 
m e n t s  w o r e  p r o p o s e d  b u t  a l l  d e f e a t e d .

1 5 t h .  I n d ia  O ff ice  E s t im a t e s  introduced in  the House Commons • 
long debate on the Iudiau administration followed.

J u l y  1 9 2 2

4 t h .  Iu  the  C o m m o n s  d u r i n g  th e  C o l o n i a l  o f f i ce  e s t i m a t e s  d e b a t e  
t h e  C o lo u io a l  S e c r e t a r y  s p o k e  o n  K e n y a  w h i c h  h e  s a id  w a s  e x c l u 
s iv e ly  b o in g  r e t a in e d  f o r  W h i t e  se t t le r s .

5 t h .  N e w  C i v i l  S e r v i c e  P e n s io n  R u l o s  i s s u e d  b y  t h e  S e c .  o f  S ta te .

1 9 th .  S e c o n d  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  P a r l i a m e n t a r y  J o i n t  C o m m i t t e e  o n  
I n d ia n  a f fa irs  i s su e d .

2 6 t h .  I n d ia n  P r in c e s  in E n g la n d  g a v e  a  f r i e n d l y  d i n n e r  t o  M r .  
M o n t a g u .  B i k a n e r  p a id  a  t r ib u t e  t o  M r  M o n t a g u ’ s s e r v i c e s  t o  
a n d  g e n u i n e  a f f e c t i o n  f o r  I n d ia ,

August 1922

2 n d .  I . C . S .  D e b a t e  in  th e  H o u s e  o f  C o m m o n s .  M r .  L l y o d  G e o r g e  
m a d e  h is  n o t o r i o u s  ‘ s t e e l - f r a m e ’ s p e e c h  d e n o u n c i n g  p o l i t i c a l  m o v e 
m e n t s  in  I n d i a  a n d  f o r e c a s t i n g  m o r e  r e p r e s s i o n ,

4 t h .  S i r  H a m i l t o n  G r a n t  a d d r e s s in g  t h e  O x f o r d  L ib e r a l  L e a g u e  
c o n d e m n e d  t h e  r e p r e s s iv e  p o l i c y  in  I n d i a .

C .  P .  &  B e r a r  C i v i l  S e r v i c e  A s s o c i a t i o n  m e m o r i a l i z e d  t h o  
*3ec .,of  S t a t e  a g a in s t  the  O ’ D o u n e l l  C ir cu la r .

i f W y V  CHRONICLE OP EVENi'S  ' O T
\. \ tjgpa Vorsin replied sympathetically but refused to reopei^y ^  j
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\ l J >̂Ftss campaign in England, led by the Morning

t*16 âmous O’jDounell circular. k j A —i
22:u!. Annual Conference of United Kingdom Textile-workers at 
Blackpool passed resolution against Indian Textile Duties.

September 1922
8tb. Speaking before the British Association at Hull Lord Meston
s.niii that Imperial Citizenship should be extended to India at once.

^ meeting of the Executive Council of Kenya presided over 
:)y . r Robert Coryridon discussed the final term of settlement of 
Indiau question. Common franchise on education test was adopted 
and a small district in the Highlands was reserved for the Indians.

Jamsabeb of Nawanagar speaking before the League 
Nations Assembly said that the great, bulk of Indian population 

,u not consider opium a harmful drug and spoke against the suppres
sion ol opium cultivation in India.

An  tbe League °f Nations’ Assembly Sir Sivaswami Iyer 
Covt P ,"®ra* ^muts for the policy adopted by the South African 
■' . in administering the mandated territory of the German South

VV est Africa.

N a w 2 L ^ 9 <lll0B,'°n protecting Minorities, the Maharaja of 
ull t0 g ..|i,Pea 5*'.'8 before the League of Nations’ Assembly appeal-
Tndinn • rilI''caQ delegates to regularise the position of the Indian minority in South Africa.

^ n u oH io fb m ^ 'V ^ 8 oi tbe League of Nations passed resolution on 

share being l ,4 ^ 0 0 0  Q^ld F rL cT 0" 8 ^  V“ri° US memb6rs— Iudia’s

October 1922
grievance^ mV ' ^  n °S\ ’ n a ' ead’ De article emphasised tho pension
gone they looknVl S’ a",d Said tllat now tbat Mr‘ MontaSu was
l5 tb  Ro °  " lt“ 80me hope t0 the India office on this matter
Lord I v n ! ®  ! bo *ndian Students Committee presided over by 
VV'!, y 0n was Published.
Army • ' b0 Boh0mo for the reconstitution of tho Indian
f ■)remittc! U' ° °®oers on the line3 recommended by the Esher committee was announced.
Bonar r £ l‘ i George and bis cabinet resigned. Mr.
nonar Law became the new Premier.

■ G°% \



P P  <s l
India in Parliament 1921

Early in the year an agitation was carried on in England by the 
Tory Die-bards of tbe Sydenham party to discredit the operation of 
the Montagu reforms in India. The proceedings of the National 
Congress at Nagpur in 1920, especially its change of creed, were 
watched with anxiety, and an alarm was raised that India was fast 
turning bolshevist. The visit of the Duke of Connaught and 
the progress of the boycott movememeut that dogged his steps 
arrested universal attention in England. Sir Michael O'Dwyer and 
the martial law officers of the Punjab, since disgraced and retired, 
filled the Tory papers with malicious writings about India and 
indulged in a personal vendetta against Mr. Montagu and his Indian 
supporters. All trouble in India was fathered upon Mr. Montagu. 
Further, the conciliatory mood towards India which till thou pervad
ed the British cabinot irritated these watch-dogs of bureaucratic 
power boyond moasure and when the name of Lord Reading was 
suggested for the viceroyalty, they almost lost their senses. The 
Jewish bogoy was raised, and it was seriously suggested that British 
interests in tljo East was being bartered away to a Jewish clique. Mr. 
Montagu was a Jew, Sir William Meyer was a Jow, the Commander- 
m-Chief was a Jew, and then another Jew was to bo installed at the 
Indian Pontificate ! So many Jews together to manage the affairs of 
India, especially in view of the Jewish gold and intrigue which was
J b lT ie th0 -I US8‘*n S° vlefc> was looked uPon with suspicion, and 
r ?  ®reek “ "bona,re who pulled the lege of Mr. Lloyd George from
DhiprHnn 6 BCen,0s was supposed to have a hand in this matter, 
ant-inatb wa® a 3°  ralseJ on the score of the well-known Moslem 
— ^ t0J h<j J<7  t,hat Lo/d Reading's appointment would do 
violence to Moslem feeling in India. In the Parliament itself all these 
jeremiads could not be carried hut Mr. Montagu was continuously 
heckled in the most unseemly manner by the Tory Die-hards.

T h e  O p e n in g  of P arliam ent.

Parliament opened on the 15th Feb. In the House of Commons 
Mr. Davison moving an address to the Throne said amongst other 
things : “ Thanks of the country are due to the Duke of Conu iughb 
who on His Majesty’s behalf has inaugurated the New Council in 
India. In undertaking this important task ho has once again shown 
Ciat unselfish devotion to duty of which tbe beloved Royal Family 
daily has given evidence. (Cheers.) The House of Commons would



/ f  I n d i a  i n  p a r l i a m e n t  [h . c
(* 1 jitkv G®i Majesty’s hope that these changes will bring progrl^t»Bd 

• iW ieal-peace in their train.”  O J L J
■ f'Uli0 Eddes, seconding, declared that the whole House and 

, T tempi ro would be delighted if success attended the efforts of the 
ew Councils. He thought it would be well to remember the great 

services given to India and the Empire in the by-gone days by the 
jooy of men remarkable for their earnestness and efficiency, namely,

0 j lan ^ 'v'il Service. They had fought pestilence and famine and 
ad done great administrative work with one unselfish idea of doing 

their best for the great Indian Empire.
r. Asquith referring to India said he could only say without any 

is 'notion of party that Great Britain had looked with the greatest 
goou-w lll^and most sanguine expectations to the great new adventure 
t Qie. For himself, and he was sure he was re echoing everybody’s 
opinion, he thought it of the very greatest’ advantage to the Empire 

rat the early critical stages of that adventure should be presided 
over by a man of the sagacity, experience and popular sympathies 
of Lord Reading,

M r, L l o y d  G e o r g e  in  r e p ly  t o  a s u g g e s t i o n  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  c o m -  

F n n  Ir=. t0 • ? °  0rt^ 'n a te  t 1̂0 ^ r m y  , N a v y  a n d  t h e  A i r - f o r c e s  o f  t h e  
Over , ’J i i r  : "  h e n  w e  w e r e  in  t r o u b l e  t h e  E m p i r e  h e l p e d  us .
f r o m  10n m e n  c a m e  r̂ o m  I n d i a  v o l u n t a r i l y  a n d  v a s t  n u m b e r s  
o f  t h e  v l l T  b u t  thafc w a s  a  s p a s m o d i c  e f f o r t .  T h e  s o l i d a r i t y  
s in c e  t h V s i - r ' i r 58 Si .g u a r a n t e e  a g a i n s t  f u r t h e r  s h e d d i n g  o f  b l o o d  
t h e  w a r  k m  d  n e v e r  h a v e  b e e n  d r a w n  h a d  th e  p l a n n e r s  o f

T h i *  w  W hat  th e  B r i t i s h  E m p i r e  w o u l d  d o .  
m o n t s  S o o n 3 hn:  t o  e x Pr ess  ar' y  h u t  t h e  s w e e t e s t  s e n t i -

o n  I n d i a  as g i v e n 'b e l o w  6 H ° US°  h a d  *  taSte  ° f t h ® d i e  h a r d  a t t i t u d e

DOUSE of  COMMONS—23 FEBRUARY 1921 
S' W n  hala Harkishan Lai’s Case.

that HarkRhaTiafelkednth0 SeC °£ Stat6 whethel' 1,0 is aware.,irflpv i-0 t,roi. 11 Ŵ ° was convicted on a charge of cons-
K j , ,r „  ge war and of abetting the waging of war against the 
urn ’ tv ‘ , n unced to transportation for life and forfeiture of
i..,R „ „ „  , ‘ wf a subsequently pardoned as an act of clemency, 
two Indio l1»?e.eoted by the Governor of the Punjab as one of his 
of mil V Ui- J‘ ,!i3*;er8 who will be charged with the administration 
P 110 yorlcsi education, excise, commerce and industry, local 
l' ete' ’ whether in the discharge of this office he will

“ on ' ol 0ver large numbers of British and Indian officials, and 
wi exercise great patronago with wide financial powers ; whether 
lae bee. of State is aware of the bitter feeling which this appoint"



ON LALA HABKISEEN LAL / ^ 1 5
\ i 1 m S t hal caused among Hi3 Majesty’s loyal subjects, both ^gijjasii 
V .\ â ^V I,̂ ¥ n > whether ho has personally approved of the aohof A  J 

recently convicted rebel to such a prominent position of 
rrustfunder the Crown : and what steps he proposes to take in the
matter 1

Captain Viscount Curzon asked the Sec. of State for India 
whether Harkishan Lai, who was committed as a rebel in the 
rebellion of 1919, has boon appointed as a minister in the Punjab ; 
whether since hia release he has continued to take part in rebel 
agitation ; whether in his new appointment he will have a very 
large number of loyal subjects of the Crown, both British and 
Indian, under his jurisdiction ; and whether, as such an appoint
ment is an insult to all loyalists throughout the Empire, it can be 
reconsidered 1

Mr. Montagu :—Under tbn Government of India Act Ministers 
aro appointed by the Governors of Governors’ provinces, hold office 
at the pleasure of the Governor, and aro responsible to the Legis
lative Councils who vote their salaries. The Joint Select Committee 
advised that the Ministers selected by the Governors should be 
elected members of the Legislative Council enjoying its confidence 
and capable of leading it. In these circumstances I would submit 
to the House that the proper place to consider the title of Ministers 
to the confidence of the Legislature is the Provincial Councils.

Sir W . Davison:—Is the right hon. Gentleman aware, and is 
it not a fact, that the action of the Governor is subject to the 
superintendence, direction, and control of the Sec. of State I

Mr. Montagu : No, that is not quite true. It is subject to the 
superintendence, direction, and control of the Secretary of State, ex- 
cept— t am quoting from momory— as provided in this Act, and 
under this Act the question of the appointment of Ministers is laid 
by statute on the Governor.

Sii W. Davison : Is the right hon. Gentleman aware that this 
ac ion o s owing avour to rebels is driving many loyal subjects into 
the hands of tho extremists 1

Viscount Curzon : Is it a fact that this man is a convicted 
rebel, and that he bolds jurisdiction over a large number of 
Europeans ?

Mr. Speaker : That does not seem to be a matter for this Parlia
ment. It is a matter for the Legislative Council.

Viscount Curzon : Will the right hon. Gentleman exercise his 
influence with the leader of the House to secure the release of the 
hon. Member for East Leyton (Mr. Malone) 1

S i r  W .  D a v i s o n  : Is i t  n o t  a  m a t t e r  f o r  t h is  H o u s e  t o  k n o w  
w h e t h e r  a  m a p  r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  t h o  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  w h o  h a s  b e e n



( t ( \ to high office by the Crown i? a convicted rebel 1 \gtful-
aro entitled to that information. \ /

M*- Speaker : The House having given practically Home Rule, 
or something in the nature of Home Rule, to these Councils the less 
it interferes with the Councils the better.

Sir H. Craik : Was the nomination made by the Governor of 
the Punjab without any suggestion from Home or from the Govern
ment of India 1

Mr. Montagu : Of course it was. The Governor is specially 
charged by Statute to make his own nominations. I never knew of 
the appointment until sometime after it was made.

Dr. Murray : Was not General Smuts a rebel at one time 1 
Sir W. Joynson Hicks : As your ruling, Sir, is important, may 

I ask if the question of law and order and India was banded over to 
the Councils, or were not only certain specified subjects handed over 
to them by this House ? Is it not the case that this House retain 
control of every other subject other than those directly handed ovor 1 

Mr. Montagu : May I point out that this gentleman ' ho has 
given rise to this discussion is a Minister who has charge of 
those very Transferred Subjects, and that if the Legislature does not 
..mi s him a man worthy of his confidence it has its remedy, a n d  if
! ie 1 unjab does not think the Legislature worthy of its confidence 
it has its remedy.

_ Sir W. Joynson-Hicks : I was not discussing this case. I was 
askuig as to the things that were reserved.

* Ai Peaker: J his is the only case that I am discussing. This 
is no e time to deal with hypothetical cases. What I said arose 
entirely out of the answer given by the Sec. of State for India.
• •’ ral,. : ^an the system which the Government have
11,81 U ,n ndia be described as one of Home Rule I On the
con rary, is i not. a system which is described by the new-fangled
j'l01 ( 1 *rc Tor ^ 'v,d®d rule, with common responsibility of this
House and the Regulative Council ?

io . peal.er: The words “ Home Rule” were used, not in a 
,ec nica cense, but in a general sense. Certain subjects have been 
rans erre wholly to these Legislative Councils, and it is with 

regard to those only that I used the expression.
. 11 . * Davison: As this matter is one of great importance, 

mey -ask  >vhether the Members of this House cannot get informa- 
-' n ;om the Sec. of State for India as to certain action which may

3..V6 icon taken by the Governor or some of his Ministers ? Are ws 
not entitled to ask that question ?

Mi\ Speaker: It depends on the information which is asked 
for. \\ hen the question appears on the Paper, I will consider it.

/ < ^ r ^ \  ^
/ ^ % \ » \  INDIA IN  P A U LI AM ENT  [h . o/ S W -



/  >
I | m I V  OX L j La  BARKISIIBX L.4L ; /  , l j f

A 1 ^ay',. pe^' 24th. there was a long debate o r o ^ jw
v . ruling. Viscount Curzon led the attack. ^ T tS ^
MWQWjrrg 13 the full text of the debate.

Viscount Curzon : — I desire to ask you, Sir (the Speaker), a 
question with regard to the ruling given yesterday on a question 
in reference to India. I asked a question with reference to a certain 
man in India, and whether certain statements made about him were 
correct. You roplied that it did not seem to be a matter for 
Parliament but ono for the Legislative Council. The Hou’ble 
Mombor for South Kensington (Sir W. Davidson) then asked :

Is it not a matter for this Houso to know whether a man 
responsible for the Government of India, who has boen appointed to 
high offieo under tho Crown, is a convicted rebel 1 I submit that 
we are entitled to that information.’

You said that tho Houso having practically given Home Rule, 
or something in the nature of Home Rule, to these councils, the less 
it. interfered with tho councils the bettor. When a country has 
been given Homo Rule, are wo to understand that no further 
questions may be asked about the details of administration in that 
country I

, Sir Jenson-H icks: May I call your attention to a section 
, o t le Act passed tho year before last ? Section 4 enacts that tho 

Governor of a Governor’s Province may, by notifications, appoint 
ministers, not being members of his executive, and so on. Tho
a,id'efnr°M n° lh!3t Provnif°  WM an officer appointed by the Crown, 
clearlv 2 , T  ° ffi°er the Secretary of State is
this minister iv * • \ 8ll^ml!: fc*lat un(*er the terras of that section,
who was „ eon appointed by tho Governor of the Province

?  l h6 f 60l'etary 0f state hor°. we aro entitled
s .  “ s “ rel" 1 01 St*“  -  “  »■« “
80 aim ? T Sby G°re : 13 ifc not also !aid down that the Ministers 
so appo nted are responsible to the Local Legislature and removable
t I  , rr " IO '« u nClL H that be so, would not a deadlock bo 
and h i t ,°n°u ‘ Mlll',stors were appointed to an Indian Province 

ml had not tho confidence of the Provincial Assembly of that 
province 1 Therefore, is it not impossible for two Legislative 
Dlmmbors to attempt to share suob responsibility, and will it not 

ave to bo made quite clear whether tho Indian Ministers are 
^sponsible to the Provincial Councils or to this House 1 It must 

8 onô  or the other : both cannot possibly exercise the responsibility, 
so f- ^ 'r Joytison-Hicks : My hon’ble friend has not quoted (lie 

c ion, which goes on to say ;
2



Is  ̂ Jijk /&W Ministers so appointed shall hold office during his (.t.fye 
Ow>rridr’s) pleasure.”  k jJ L  J

Craik : Might I, as a member of the Joint Committee, 
ytorrrt out that the nomination of these Ministers is in the hands of 
the Governor, but we were repeatedly assured that the Governor 
would be responsible to the Secretary of State. That is quite 
independent, of the methods that may be used by the Assembly for 
removing such Ministers. Th9 original appointment of the Ministers 
is in the hands of the Governor, and the Governor is responsible to 
the Secretary of State who is answerable to this House.

Mr. Speaker: The noble Lord asked me a general question;
and  ̂ I said, in reply, the legal phrase, "Dolus latet in generali- 
bus. 1 will not answer it in general terms. I will only say that it 
must depend in each case upon the events into which it is desired 
to enquire, and upon the questions which are put. We are now 
commencing a new era in India, and it appeared to me yesterday, 
and still appears to me to-day, that it would be extremely un
desirable if this House were to attempt to undertake the function 
of controlling or criticising the Ministers who are responsible to the 
newly created legislative bodies. After all, the Ministers, however 
n losnn, however selected, are the Ministers of those legislative 
' ° Ie)R' T^ y  presumably have their confidence, their salaries aro 

 ̂ d them. Talk of dyarchy ! It would indeed be dyarchy if 
, “’ 'berwsed those Ministers a9 well as the legislative councils to 

far°bett ar8 ^ P 008’ ^ 6 ! For that reason 1 think that we had 
tha M-°r / 0g,n to ^staining from asking questions and criticising 
tlm Qtit.'r, nr8 w^° have been duly selected by the Governor, under 
purpose ° ry p0vvers which this House has given him for that

respect thafen'k 1 ()" tbe point of order, may I say, with great
of the act in i 10 T le;st,10.n r;l,sed was not in regard to any criticism 
bh in Jfifli 0 Minister who is now responsible to the Assem-
the CVw a l fiuestIon was raised with regard to the action of 
h id ret f,-IOt i',"°  19 S11hject to the Secretary of State. The question 
action Vf H°n n 0t to t*le action of the Minister, but solely to the 
that tin n 6 “ 'ovornor in appointing the Minister and we contend 
St't </ 7° ',Srnor’ 111 80 doing, was responsible to the Secretary of 
State and through him, to this House.

‘ r- ' r,0alcor: The question was intended to hit the Minister 
through the body of the Governor.
n lr ' ^ “vision : My question was : was it a fact that the

vi rnor had appointed to a Ministry in the Punjab a gentleman 
l] w " een convicted of rebellion against the Crown ; and, as the 
’ Qyernpr wqs appointed op the recommendation of the Prime

I n d ia  i n  p a r l i a m e n t  [h . o/ g<W .



\\'\ m T A T eht that 6hat " as a question which might b e j ^ J d j

was : wasTt'a hi'p'f-20” ’ q“ eshon_ that I asked the Minister
and that he" hnl 1 ’ -aS-Sja ‘6. ’ tbat this man was a convicted rebel,
The phtLme . Jurisdiction over a large number of Europeans.
and I wanTed L l PP6art the ^  tbat be ™ 8 -  convicted rebeland I wanted to know for information whether it was so or not To
m e n /0" ^ ^  I°d ^  P d|d A‘° fc T ™  t0 bo a matter for this Parlia- nlent May I now u k  whether I was entitled to have the informa-

X L ' V u t l V 6™ ’ Wltb0Ut ai'y r° 'ere,,Ce to -iticising  the
Mr. Speaker: If you say that a man is a convicted rebel I

think you criticise him. You do not do him any good.
Mr. Devlin : Do I understand that a rebel is entitled to he a 

Minister if he is not convicted 1
Mr. Speaker: The lion. Member is leading mo into deep 

waters.

CrailTasked0inl aga‘ n ° n March ' 8t‘ when Sir H -

orde,1 t 8ir0’ W’ th yT r Per.ni'ssion, Mr. Speaker, to raise a point of 
and Th,irorl"g °|lt °®ttain rulings which you gave on Wednesday
» W  , " S 2 .  Thi. h™  * > “ **• " ’ ’upon thom whinV T 4-u* \8 ^U0 fco an interpretation being placed
arose on' W e d n e s d a y ^ i S ^ t h  " T  i " t°nd6<1 l°  h6a-' The poi,nt action of a Govnm '  . ub reference to a question as to the

?* That does not'11 appo,ntlne a certain Minister, and you said, Sir,
You f i n  T  ‘ T  t0 be ° for this Parliament.”iou  turthcr stated ■
*' T h j ̂  *

in the nature of Homif praohi0ally Home Rule or something 
with these Councils the better”  tb036 Councils, the less it interferes

On Thursday in reply to
responsibility of the Governor to Hh- u "  ° f my ° Wn as to tbe 
of State, quite irrespective of ™  House through the Secretary 
Council, you stated : a«y question of tbe Minister or the

b o d / l ^ O o t ^  inl* "d,d ,0 bit ,h " • * «»«*
the } d0S!r®to rai. f  now D0 quesh'O'i in regard to the Minister of
involved*1; ■'.0UIiC1 ’ uor’ 80 for as 1 understood, was either of these 
nvolved m the question of the responsibility of the Governor to

tms House through the Secretary of State for India. I venture to 
call jour attention to the Preamble of tho Act of 1919, wherein,

( i f  w fEY jV 13 on l a l a  h a  n a  Ki sn n n l a L ( n i s
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r. I to the progressive realisation of responsible Govwmiilnt
M y  T S rt ir it isb  I n d ia ,  i t  is  s t a t e d  :

X J ^ . w ^ x  P r o g r e s s iv e  in  g i v i n g  e f f e c t  t o  t h i s  p o l i c y  c a n  o n l y  b e  a c h i o v e d  
b y  s u cc e ss iv e  s t a g e s ”  a n d  f u r t h e r  :

-I’ he  t im e  a n d  m a n n e r  o f  e a c h  a d v a n c e  c a n  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  
o n l y  b y  P a r l i a m e n t  u p o n  w h o m  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  l ie s  f o r  t h e  w o l fa r o  
an d  a d v a n c e m e n t  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  p e o p l e s . ”

1 would further call your attention to the fact that the appoint
ment of the Minister rests solely with the Govornor, and that under 
the Act and in accordance with the strong recommendation from the 
Joint Committee, responsibility to this House through the Secretary 
of State is strongly affirmed, and any rules restricting such respon
sibility must be approved by Parliament under Section 33 of the 
Act. I desire, therefore, to ask you whether we are right in assum
ing that nothing in your rulings of last woek should be understood 
a- limiting the power of Parliament to supervise the action of officers 
acting in India under the Secretary of State, or the right of members 
of this House to raise questions as to such action.

Mr. Speaker : I thank the right hon’ ble gentleman for having 
ocn kind enough to postpone from yesterday to to-day the raising 

ti c °* orJ0r- That has given me more timo to look into
-f , mri.tter alld refresh my memory by reading again the Preamble 

.?  , y ct °f 1919. The more 1 look at it the more 1 am convinced 
 ̂ was right. The last paragraph says :

^ I1C1 whereas concurrently with the gradual development of 
in c C ® rn’ ng institutions in the Provinces of India it is expedient 
n f ,iar, °  , 0Ee J/O'dnces in provincial matters the largest measure 
liie rinp rt* edlce of the Government of India which is compatible with 

j - isc large by the latter of its own responsibilities •••”
in oive ^ e; efor° ’ tllie House was of opinion that it was desirable 
nendenen r f ‘ °7Inc®s l n(lia the largest, possible measure of inde- 
that those • kovomment of India, ‘ a fortiori’ , it is desirable 
rf 'he Tm I'i.0' lr'?e8 should be given a large measure of independence 
reason inn ̂ 6ria , ar' iatnent- That was my reading and that is iny 1 
I haveie,Up0n l-Teamble. I have also looked at the Act again. 
denartnrf01? 6 t0 -tlje conclusioi) that, having started upon this new 

c i ... 0 °. panting a moasuro of self-government to the Provinces 
• | la’ 18 highly undesirable that this House should interfere
'u-i|l .co.utr°l by those provincial legislatures of their

P alr8‘ Ibe Ministers who are selected by the Provincial I 
'■0) ,101s pre selected under the Act of Parliament by the Governors, ,

J.u p  M'tu-ters are responsible to tho Legislative Councils of I 
t toss I roviuces, and even if this House were to pass some cenBure,
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l 1 \ ° ® r /diyect or indirect, upon such a Minister, it would be fijm kl 4 

U  ia  v e r y  undesirable that it should be done or that any 
^irhjCshould be taken which would lead up to it.

It seems, therefore, to me that, taking the broad view of the situa
tion, Parliament intended to transfer to these Provinces of India com
plete control, subject, possibly, to the action of the Indian Legislature, 
oi tho transferred subjects and those are the only ones I am referring 
to. For that purpose tho Governors of Provinces are ompowered to 
select Ministers who will be responsible to the Provincial Legislative 
Council. Therefore, to permit criticism of the character or conduct 
of the Governors in the matter of transferred subjects appears to 
mo to nullify tho intentions of the Act. I have also come to the 
following conclusion. If it is desired to condemn the action of any 
Governor in a matter not transferred, it is open to a member to 
make a motion of a character similar to that which is made in the 
case of the Governor-General of India or tho Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland. That, 1 think, replies to the last part of the hon. member’ s 
homt of order as to the power of this House to supervise the action 
of the officers acting under the Secretary of State.

Sir H, Craik : With all respect to your ruling, may I point out 
>at intended, and I thought I had conveyed my meaning, to 

coniine my point solely to tho question, not of the case of Ministers 
ea ing wit i transferred subjects but of tho action of the officers 

^11 ough the Secretary of State to this House in their 
subiocta  ̂ muiIstr^ ’ ve acts. I was not referring to the transferred 
ran erred an '' those Ministers is not a

10 ‘ ‘ S 1- ®” . , * *  * * *
gentleman but unrin n & 18 ??' * accept the view of the right hon.
that thero'is no rir-ht fe .qil0i!tlon °f transferred subjects I still hold 

l ord H ah P0 in fe r e n c e  by this House.
Chai- t-i dot r i C1 V ° °urse wo recognise that it is for tho 

l  f  . .  questions of order, but l do not quite understand
i • , f , , r S 'f011 °r o1-̂ 6.1, ft may or may not be desirable 
to interfere with transferred subjects, but it is for the House to 
consider the question ; it is not a matter for the Chair.

Mr. Speaker: 1 he noble Lord, I think, was not here when
questions were put last week which raised the point of order, 
that is why I was brought in.

Sir W. Joynson Hicks : May 1 ask, in view of the judgment
Mch you have now delivered, that the action of the Governor 

be criticised whether an appointment by a Governor of A or
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y \  J'fy an a c t  c o m i n g  d i r e c t l y  u n d e r  y o u r  r u l i n g ,  s e e i n g  t u ^ A i e i
x C ^ ~ ^ eJ y r ,s  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  f o r  h is  a c t i o n  T 

A - d o  n o t  w a n t  to  a s k  t h e  v i e w s  o f  y o u r s e l f  o r  o f  a n y  o t h e r  
m e m b e r  as t o  t h e  a c t s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  M i n i s t e r s ,  b u t  m a y  w e  n o t ,  
u n d e r  y o u r  r u l i n g ,  a s k  w h e t h e r  a  G o v e r n o r  h a s  a p p o i n t e d  A  o r  B  
as a M in i s t e r  ?

M r,  S p e a k e r  : l  t h o u g h t  t h a t  I h a d  a n s w e r e d  t h a t  q u e s t i o n .
A s  a re su lt  o f  m y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  A c t  i t  p la c e s  h im  in  t h e  s a m e  
p o s i t io n  as th e  G o v e r n o r  G e n e r a l .  I f  c r i t i c i s m  b e  d e s i r e d ,  a  m o t i o n  
sh o u ld  bo  p u t  d o w n  in  t h e  o r d i n a r y  w a y  a n d  d i s c u s s e d  in  t h i s  
H o u se .

^'r J- D. Rees : Will not the difficulties of the Indian
Governors, which are already sufficient, be immensely increased if 
the House is to discuss and criticise their appointments of 
Ministers ?

M r .  S p e a k e r : I a m  m u c h  o b l i g e d  t o  t h e  h o n .  B a r o n e t  f o r  
h is  s u p p o r t .

M r.  R o n a l d  M c N e i l l  : A r e  n o t  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  a n d  r u le s  w i t h
r e p a id  to  t h e  p u t t i n g  o f  q u e s t i o n s  in  t h i s  H o u s e  d e f i n i t e l y  l a id  
]J n vn  ' n th e  M a n u a l  o f  P r o c e d u r e  w h i c h  is in  t h e  b a n d s  o f  all  

embers, a n d  w o u l d  i t  n o t  b e  m o r e  d e s i r a b l e  t h a t  t h e  S t a n d i n g  
tfi 00  .w b ’ c b  t h o s e  r u lo s  ar e  b a s e d  s h o u l d  be  a l t e r e d  t o  m e e t  

®se S o w i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  t h a n  t h a t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  r u le s  s h o u l d  bo  
h o w e v e r  d e s i r a b l e  i t  m a y  b e ,  b y  t h e  e x e r c i s e  a n d  d i s c r e 

tion °  ta e  C h a i r ?  I t  w o u l d  g i v e  m u c h  m o r e  c e r t a i n  g u i d a n c e  to  
t io n s  i " " mb8r8 a n d > >" v i o w  o f  t h e  g r o w i n g  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  re la -  
tl is h L W66n i m P6 r i a f P a r l i a m e n t  a n d  s u b o r d i n a t e  P a r l i a m e n t s ,

■Mr qatt°r wbich may came UP in the future in many respects.
p r e s e n t  P 0ak er  : T h u r e  a r e  n o  S t a n d i n g  O r d e r s  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e  
i t  s h o u l ( ]C1S! ’ - b u t  t h e r e  is  110 r e a a o n > i f  t h e  H o u s e  t h i n k s  fi t , w h y  
m a n  suggel°tg 1,;roduo0 s u o h  a  S t a n d i n g  0 r d e r  as  t h e  h o n .  g e n t l e -

P a r b a m e m ! ™ . ^  G o r e  : ? s o o t r e c t  t o  u s e  t h e  w o r d s  “  s u b o r d i n a t e  
o f  A u s t r - 1 ’ > , o r  *b e  L e g i s l a t u r e s  o f  C a n a d a  a n d  t h e  C o m m o n w e a l t h  >
C o m m o n w e  V n  S n-0 t . tbafc o n e  ot" t b e  fchinS a m o s t  r e s e n t e d  in  t h e  
t o  f r a m e  & a ,l is  i t  n o t  m u c h  m o r e  d e s i r a b l e ,  i f  w e  ar e  g o i n g
H o u s e  tn f , L ' l eV’ n l d i n s  0 r f i®r  d e a l i n «  w i t h  t h e  p o w e r s  o f  th i3  
t h e  w o r d  “  0|8Kl° " i - a 1 »e se  v a r io u a  L e g i s l a t u r e s  o f  t h e  E m p i r e ,  t h a t  

b o r d m a t e  s h o u l d  b e  c a r e f u l l y  k e p t  o u t  in  e a c h  c a s e  ?

self-governing t o m h n tn t ^  ^  '' ** DOt th0 fa° fc that Indi“ U *

I

which "we s ta r t le  ' “ *  ^  h °m tb ° p° 'nt fl'°m



/• V &> •) BURMA REFORMS IN THE LORDS ' S i
HOUSE OF LORDS—8TH MARCH 1921

Early in March 1921 the Barma Reforms Bill came before 
Parliament. In the House of Lords, on March 8, 1921, Lord Lytton 
moved the second reading of the Government of Burma Bill which, 
he said, constituted Burma a Governor’s Province within the mjaning 
of the Government of India Act. The text of the Bill is given 
below :—

A Bill for applying to Burma tho provisions of the Government of India 
Act with respect to Governor’s provinces and for purposes connected therewith.

Be it enacted by the King’s Most Excellent Majesty, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Commons, in this 
present Parliament assembled and by the authority of the same as follows : —

(1) Section 40 of the Government of India Act (which makes provision as 
to the mode of the Government in Governor’s provinces) shall have effect as 
though Burma were included amongst the Provinces specified in subsection (1) 
thereof and all the provisions of that Act which relate to Governors’ Provinces 
shall apply to the Province of Burma accordingly :

Provided that (A) Bub-Section (2) of Section 72 (A) of that Act which 
relates amongst other things to the proportiou of elected members in the 
Governor’s Legislative Councils shall, in its application to Burma, have effect 
as though CO percent were substituted for 70 percent, and (B) the number of 
members of tbe Legislative Council of Burma shall be ninety-two and the first 
schedule of tbe Government of India Act shall have effect accordingly, and (C) 
tbe maximum annual salary of the Governor of Burma shall be Rs. 100,000 and 
the maximum annual salary of the members of the Executive Council of the 
Governor of Burma shall be Rs. 48,000 and the second schedule to the Govern
ment of India Act shall have effect accordingly.

(2) Sub-Section (1) of Section 58 of the Government of India Act is hereby 
repealed.

(s) (1) This Act may be cited as the Government of Burma Act 1921.
( ')  Bub-Sections (2) and (5) of Section 47 of the Government of India Act 
(•ihich relate respectively to the date of the commencement and the 

removal of certain difficulties) shall apply to this Act as they apply to that Act 
of t h ^ c t herdn 8lit °Ut arl<̂  expressly made applicable to the subject-matter

If the Bill were enacted, a committee was to proceed to Burma 
to make enquiries locally and to issue recommendations with 
regard to the division of the functions of Government, and the 
distribution of franchise in a similar manner to tho case of India 
subject to the rules which might be based on tho report of that 
committee. The Bill when enacted would establish the principle 
of Dyarchy, the number of elected members would be sixty instead 
of seventy per cent, because there was in Burma a large mixture of 
distinctive races which ditferentiated it to some extent* from India, 
and in order to secure adequate representation for these without the 

a necessity* for establishing a community of franchise communities, 
iney proposed to have a, larger number of nominated members than in

f iM S i^ l ' , ]  BURMA REFORMS IS  TEE LORDS / ' I v
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; 5 ( 'SiSa' j *y deference to very strong pressure from the GovernH^mit of 
\*\ l f S j M  e&use had been insorted in the first draft bill makitiB_M p  J 

. '^tle of the Viceroy in futuro the Governor-General of India and 
oarnia in order to mark the fact that Burma was distinct from India, 
but on further consideration this clause was dropped. The 
Government however was very anxious to find if there was any 
possible way of meeting Burn) 'se sentiments in this connection and, 
if the bill were referred to a Joint Committee, the commitfoe would 
be asked to try to find moans of making this distinction.

Lord Lytton pointed out that Burma could have been consti
tuted a Governor’s Province without an Act of Parliament merely 
by the authority already vested in the Sec. of State under existing 
legislation, but unfortunately there was difference of opinion between 
the Government of India and Mr. Montagu with regard to the 
Constitution which should be established in Burma, and Mr. Montagu 
had decided to allow Parliament to decide. The Government of 
India had been invited to reconsider their proposals but could not 
agrie to the proposal to apply the principle ofDyarchy to Burma or 
to make it a Governor’s Province. In transmitting a resolution of 
* *)e Legislative Council of Burma the Government of Burma had 
mado significant admission. Lord Lytton said that as a result of the 
Joint Select Committee’s rocommondations in 1919 and Mr, 
Montagu’s announcement in 1920 it was no longer possible to 
ai r entiatQ ®urma very materially from the Indian Provinces.

though the opinion in Burma itself undoubtedly favoured tho 
po icy embodied in the Bill, the Government of India did not agree.

j0ri Lytton emphasised that the bill, which two years ago 
repiesentel the opinion of tho advanced section in Burma, now 
represented tho opinion of tho Moderates, The Government could 
, ' l1,e °.VLri'°den the Government of India and instructed them 

rmTrty , 18 Act hy notification, but instead Mr. Montagu 
j. ' ^'ded to submit the whole case to Parliament. He 

? 6 L°rda to allow the bill to go before a standing
v Umnt°mU mee ° n Lidian affairs and to let the committee in- 
V  A  ‘ '1110 wholo matter including the alternative proposals 

I „ overnment of India. The committee would have all
: i  ̂ ' ( oouments and would be able if they wished to hear 

f tom 1 La Government of India and from representatives
would !•!’ ,a!Hr they Liad fully investigated the matter they 

■,i *’011 0 Parliament and the bill would return to the Lords
with the recommendations of the committee.

Lord Sydenham moved the rejection of the bill declaring that 
i . came o i le House against tho wishes of the Government of India, 
r e Government of Burma arid the opinion of the greatest experts
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i*-1 We should wait to see, said he, how diarchy
gwrb?; to "work out in India. k J

Lord Ampthill declared that abrogation of the functions of 
Parliament to the committee would be the most dangerous constitu
tional innovation arid moved an adjournment of the debate until the 
correspondence between the Government of Burma, the Government 
of India and Mr. Montagu had been laid on the table. He objected 
to diarchy and said that thoy should see what the Indians thought 
of dyarchy before applying it to Burma.

Lord Selbourne agreed that the question of Self-Government for 
Burma might usefully be threshed out by a joint committee but he 
pointed out that the bill committed them to the principle that 
Burma should remain part of the Indian System. That was extra
ordinarily important. When the joint committee considered the 
Government of India bill he had received a definite impression that 
Burma ought not to be part of the Indian System, but ought to 
be made a separato Government because the conditions in Burma 
were wholly different from those in India. He supported Lord 
Ampthill s motion because they ought to know why the question 
had been prejudged.

Lord Lytton replying said there was nothing in the bill with 
regard to Burma remaining a part of the Indian System. Nothing in 
the bill proposed to alter that. Possibly the select committee would 
recommend the separation of Burma from India, but whether Burma 
separated or not they must still deal with its Constitution. The whole 
question was what was the best machinery or form of Government 
to achieve the ultimate goal of Self-Government. The House would 
>o better able to decide when thoy had before them not only the 
< ospa c. os which would be published but all documents and ovi- 

enco la would be submitted to the joint committee. Ho would 
jo qui a " i  ing that papers should be published to enable them 
° i0-!!11 °P,ln,0n 011 ’ SBU0S between the Government of India 

and Mr. Montagu but ho begged them not to delay in submitting 
the bill to the  ̂ select committee because further delay was unsafe 
and unwise. The Government was convinced that the time had 
come when intention must be shown to fulfil the pledge of Self- 
Government for Burma.

Replying to Lord Sydenham Lord Lytton indicated that if the 
bill were rejected Mr. Montagu would have no alternative but to 
proceed under the Government of India Ant with his policy in hie 
own way. Lord Sydenham thereupon withdrew the motion of rejec- 
>°n, Lord Ampthill’s motion was carried by 36 votes to 31,

2(a)



P ^ er Matters connected with India were also debated in tin) 
Widahsn the same day. Lord Lytton, as the spokesman of the 
India Office, assured the House that Parliament had the right to 
ioyio\\ the administration of the transferred subjects by the Indian 
Minister, but toned down his remarks by saying that Parliament 
mus exeioise self-restraint in interfering with the administrative 

iscietion o. the local Government in India in regard to subjects 
. u  wore not reserved. The Sydenham gang, however, went in for 
y eo.i.,1 era ile heckling of the Under-Secy, and question after ques
tion was put about the lot of British officials serving under Indian 
Ministers and their right to appeal from the Ministers’ decision. 
t v  i  ° j  co,lt;enfc Wlth their obstructionist tactics in Parliament the 

10 ai party, led by the redoubtable O’Dwyer and Lords 
‘ ydenbam and Ampthill, started a propagandist party of their own 
am, named it the India Emergency Committee. In a manifesto that 
they issued they said :—
of evlmu j0m,e .V®® Past accnrate information of the general position anil trend 
<il wariiiiw , la ba9 not been obtainable in this country. Occasional letters 
prt6s .  ̂ JL rc'[n individuals with first-hand knowledge have appeared in the 

Tht- G -.°1 le mos  ̂Part the real facts are ignored or misrepresented, 
during the i cnt oE India having gradually lost control of the situation 
Iso ated groin,r ff ir ’̂ears bas now ceased effectively to maintain law and order, 
are publicly in's n ,roPoaiJS are being boycotted and assaulted; English girls 
between Indiana t- k ,'n ttle 8tr«cts of the leading cities ; serious faction fights 
continual strikes***6 Pfaoe unchecked and contribute to the growing disorder; 
industrial an(l transnn / osteIcd by Home Rules in railway workshops and among 
and the menial nrka W° , rS’ tbe loWL'r ranks of Government employees, 
commerce and trade cm P° pulation > tl)reats are openly hurled against European 
disorderly ends ila8 V";TPr’8e- In several places a sinister combination for 
and school student's nr,,) h tu.rm<i(i Ulltler the auspices of agitators between college 
colleges have in eonsenn U t[Uliulent riff-ra£fs of the Bazars, and schools and Ti„ m - uus’-querice been closed.I be Montagu reforms
Iiolshovist In their aUit,", *rt si'uri‘«l by the extremists who are frankly
" Tic- Empire of Sin” . toYards tn« British Government, styling the latter
ijnammible by the ir 11 ” unity of the Provincial Governments is rendered 
win re they have „ „ t ' I '™ 0', 01 >*» expensive galaxy of Indian Ministers, who,
in llioir support of thn n.jti i - V ‘lohnitl ly host.le, are wholly lukewarm

Tim I>ubllp Kn i ' h a<lmin,8tr<uio11 •
paralysis of the w,“ l,l8llcarte" 0|l by l»ek of support and by tbs
and boycotted by the rcvolntm!!^'11'' ! lrue Il" ll,ln loy“ llsta « »  openly barrassed 
ding to the latest ru lin jof ,, “ 2  y 'i01*3' aml are d9nlert protection : while, accor- 
imposing any effeotlve check „ “ pt'“ ker’ ’ ’“ 'hament is apparently debarred from 

In order to draw alter,t;,,”  !  :bjU,Jr[‘ Hurri niler to °ur enemies inlndia, 
and to explain more fuliv irK 1” f  <JanK‘;r <,£ ‘ he present situation in India 
been formed which will **» fcat!,r':S' an Emergency Committee has
the grave peril that threat,, 11 extensive campaign to draw attention to 
a Public meeting * * T * K“ P<re- 1 “  this connection 

' * P 9  Pe «ie Cnnnon-stroct Hotel, London, on

/ f f \%\ THE EMERGENCY COMMITTEE ( A v
tMh / U The India Emergency Committee VS^
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I ( J l l AR) 7^ t b f , c a n e o N  s t r e e t  M e e t i n g  \ C I
\»'jSS8M »yj/l7th  March, at 2-15 p. m. Lord Ampthill will take the ehnbal i i l  1 

will include Lord Sydenham, Sir William Joynson-Hicks. Sir 
X'Ch!£iIes McLeod, Colonel Applin and others.

Charles McLeod Michael O’ Dwyer J. C. Shorrock
Sydenham Ampthill B. V. K. Applin
W. Joynson-Hicks Stanley Machin

The India Emergency Committee, 64 Victoria-Street, Westminister, March Oth.
Accordingly, on March 17th, 1921 a large meeting was held in 

the Cannon Street Hotel to protest against Mr. Montagu’s policy 
in India. An ovortlow meeting was held in the adjoining Pillar 
Hall where Col. Applin took the Chair. Lord Ampthill, the presi
dent, and Lord Sydenham denounced Mr. Montagu and all those 
connected with his policy, in their usual bullying language; the 
policy of the Secrotary of State was intelligible only if he were a 
member of a Bolshevist Govt. ! General Dyer had saved India ! Mr. 
Mahomed Ali was the King’s enemy ! Gandhi bad declared that be 
preferred Bolshevist to British rule ! The agitators had followed 
the Duke of Connaught as ho toured in India and had proclaimed 
that the King was powerless ! Such were the burden of the speeches 
of these self-styled well-wishers of the Indian people !

The climax however was reached when that hero of the Punjab,
Sir Michael O’Dwyer, rose to speak. He gave a lurid description of 
what was happening or what he thought was happening in India, 
the processions and hartals, the agitation set on foot hy Gandhi, the 
wuy in which tho Indian Govt, was licking the boots of the 
extremists, and it was amazging that a country which had defeated 
the Kaiser should have sunk so low ! And so on. Finally, amidst 
wdd scenes of exultation the following resolution was passed.

“ this nueti".' desires to impress on His Majesty’s Government the yravo 
nature uf the situation which has arisen in India, imperilling the lives and 
int»rests of His Majesty’s loyal subjects, both British and Indian, owing to the 
failure of His Majesty’s Government to dent promptly ami effectively with iediti- 
003 agitation, and inserts the right of Parliament and the British publlc to bo 
kept fully informed of the facts ami of the measures which are being adopted for
the rehtoration of oonfltlenoe and tranquility in In d ia ".

It is only necessary to add that tho formation of this vigilont 
ernorgoncy committed was viewed with alarm by must Englishmen 
in India as being calculated further to mako thingB difficult for 
them in India. The European olected members of the Legislative 
Assembly, Delhi, accordingly, sent a message of protost to which 
Lord Ampthill curtly replied : 1 Mind your own busioos?,’
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Deputation to Mr. Mon&jjf*
IN D IA  O FFIC E — 2SRD MARCH 1921

By far the most important affair in England about India early 
in 1&21 was the great agitation carried on against the fiscal auto
nomy which India was slowly going to secure for herself. A very 
strong and influential deputation of Capital and Labour of Lanca
shire interested in the Cotton trade waited on Mr. Montagu 
to press their opposition to the new Indian customs duties on 
cotton goods. They tried to argue, and then to threaten the 
secretary of State, that the new fiscal arrangements in India 
must go as they meant loss to their trade. The tone in which 
the speeches were made, and their phraseology— especially those 
0 ^10 labour members, showed how very determined they
wero re8ain their fiscal dictatorial powers over India. Very 
? af)°rap6 arrangoments to receive the deputation were mado 
ly.,,.e ^n’lncil Chamber at the India Office. It was headed by Sir 

f rn'atnj7 arton> M. P., who introduced the deputation and consisted 
o moret ian 100 members representing the industrial, commercial
^  , . / ianc,a' interests of Lancashire, Yorkshire and Cheshire— the 

Si'rW'dr^ l^e most influential countries of England. 
thiDgs jn lam Barton, who has the singular knack of saying hard 
T ancashi • a '  p*easant way, accused Mr. Montagu of sacrificing 
L dian r / r .   ̂ depends so much on Indian custom, to placate 
mill owners'■C,aiT8 W.^° âvoured the cotton duties in order to benefit 
revenue he It bad not been dictated by considerations of

’ 8al|t. It was protective. It was inequitable towards the
Indian consumer,

■uid Voir-mf0"! *jainetti the representative of the Cotton Spinners’ 
of' <h« ‘ acturers Association of Manchester, sketched the history 
r , P° l° n duties from 1895 to 1917 in order to make out, that 
‘' . i '  ,re. . f* i>6en wronged by the raising of the cotton duty with- 
, . A 1r®,®ln6 the excise. He gave Mr. Montagu to understand 
1 '*7U1 J~1 ,'ln undertaking bad been given to Lancashire that 

no urt er increase in cotton duties would bo allowed in India 
tf - °p Prior consultation with Lancashire. The new duty, 
il l .  jarnett declared, will not be paid by Lancashire, but will bo 
passer! on to the Indian consumer, who will suffer. India i? Lanca
shire s greatest customer because Lancashire can supply cotton goods 
better than anybody alse. Lancashire did not fî k for any preference. 
But ho immediately afterwards told Mr, Montagu and bis



' \ c^ jagues that if ha wants more revenue he must raise the qSfflsg ,
duty. The cotton industry in Lancashire was, be added, a g re a t*  

"dtatioiral and Imperial asset. The duties which he had sanctioned 
weie dealing a blow to the revival of this trade, which was passing 
through the greatest crisis that he, with his 50 years’ experience, 
could recall. If panic arises in Lancashire it will spread elsewhere 
because the ramifications of the cotton trade extend very far! 
Lancashire, he said, was not greedy and indifferent. It was generous 
and public-spirited. Though the Civil War in America had hit it 
hard, yet so keen was it upon the abolition of slavery that it did not 
side with the Southern States. Presumbly Mr. Montagu was to infer 
from that passage that he was aiding and abetting Indians bent 
upon destroying this idealistic Lancashire !

Mr. Garnett concluded by reminding the Secretary of State 
not to forget that so long as Parliament remain responsible, to any 
degree, for the administration of Indian affairs, Lancashire will not 
submit to India putting on protective duties to harm Lancashire 
trade.

Mr. Smethurst, representing the Master Cotton Spinners 
?,!. Manchester, quoting figures, some of them complied by Sir 
M illiam Meyer, sought to prove that the Indian cotton indus- 
tty was a thriving industry, and had been steadily driving 
Lancashire out of tho Indian market. Bombay mill-owners, he 
contented, wero rolling in wealth. Tho dividends had gone up from 
about 5 per cent in 1914 to almost 45 per cent in 1920. Such an 
industry needed no protection. He affected to laugh at public 
opinion in India, but confessed that sentiment in the Indian legisla
ture avoured protection. Whenever India has the opportunity, he 
( ec. are , she would go plump protectionist. And ho called upon Ilis 

•yes y s government to protect Lancashire against that disaster, 
le note on which he concluded his speec.h was that Lancashire 

will give the Government no peace until its demand was conceded.
t-trant, representing tho Dyers, Bleachers and Finishers 

oi Manchester, told Mr. Montagu and his colleagues that what 
disadvantageous^ affected Lancashire also disadvantageously affected 
the numerous industries not only in England but in the conti
guous countries as well, because thoso industries depended 
upon the product of Lancashire’s spindles and looms. Follow
ing the lead given by the previous speakor, he scoffed at 
public opinion in India, said that, the franchise was very limited, 
an j 8 demand for the new duties was not a demand from the 
inir' 0 ° f hut 011 the contrary was made at the behest of the
I Ji h* M im, , 0wnere- Constitutionally, ho informed Mr. Montagu,

-',Hs y s Government had lull control over Indian finance, and

/ / / ' ON INDIAN COTTON DUTIES \ C W
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h A p ^ d  to him to protect the export trade of Englanckw4i|h 
“ ercy of Indian protectionists.

' . ■ . .. .Then came the first Labour speaker, Mr. Robinson, a rather 
short, square man who emphatically stated that in the matter of 
Indian cotton duties, the operatives were in entire agreement with 
the employers, and would work shoulder to shoulder with tho 
masters. Over 200,000 operatives in Lancashire were without work 
and in receipt of doles. Since tboy bad returned from the war they 
had not had an hour’s work. India may have fought in the war, 
but what was her share compared with Lancashire’s 1 If India 
needed more money, why could she not put an excess profits duty or 
raise the excise 1 As long as India was a part of tho Empire, tho 
Secretary of State should see that Lancashire got fair-play from India.

Mr. Thomasson, another Workers’ representative, informed Mr. 
Montagu that the workers were determined to see this thing 
through to the end. Justice must be done to Lancashire.

Mr. Cross, the third Labour representative, reminded the Secre
tary of State and bis Councillors that it would not do for him to 
ignore the temper of the Lancashire worker. The duty hurt the 
employees even more than it did the employers, because the capital
ists could take their capital and go elsewhere, whereas the labourer 
con d not do so. The Indian people wore given an open market in 
BiUain, which refused to put a shilling’s worth of protection on 
their goods. The inference was that Britain demanded like treat
ment iiom India, He asked if the work-people of India wished to
tuow  t e ..... kers of England out of employment. Evidently ho
mu., avc realised that his words and attitude were quite threat* 

or 10 himself admittud feeling “ pretty warm” on the subjpet. 
s soon as Mr. Cross sat down, Sir William Barton rose and told 

f 1 r 1 lly State that the Lancashire caso had been made out. 
teupon Mr. Montagn made his reply.

, ,  M r .  M o n t a g u ’s R e p ly
1 Montagu opened bis reply by denying the impression that 

seemed to have got, abroad that the Govt, of lndia hud taken the first 
c “ " p  °. ’ le newly found liberty to pay off an old score and impose 
a ou > vid: the main object of protecting the Indian cotton goods 
aim injuring the Lancashire trade. Admittedly, the duties are 
p"nectivo. Nevertheless, pending the final settlement of the future 
.nrl'in fiscal policy, it was imperative to impose new taxation which 
happened to be protective in incidence. He quoted from the budget 
showing the unavoidable deficit mainly in consequence of tho 
increase in salaries, fall in exchange, trade slump and heavy military 
charges. As regards the latter, Mr. Montagu pointed out that tho 
figure for defenco was the very lowest that the Government of India
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I 1 coE® accipt if they ware to ba in a position to fulfil tha\jWn|n- 
V V i^ g t ip s y to  India and to Parliament for the peace a . n d l AiU 
^ % y ^ K e n t  °f the country. Then he declared that the Government 

ofTndta, during the past few years, had explored every source of 
revenue.

In reply to a question why they did not have excess profits 
duty, Mr. Montagu pointed out that India had such a tax, but the 
request lor its removal, which was so vociferous in England, had 
triumphed a bit earlier in India. There was no money available 
from Provincial Governments, because their contributions wore fixed 
by the Statute. A large tax had already been imposed on railways. 
Opium was a vanishing source of revenue, whilst the tax on salt, 
which touched the pockets of the very poorest, was unthinkable. 
Postal rates and income-tax had been greatly put up already, and, 
consequently, the customs remained the sole source for fresh revenue. 
Mr. Montagu emphasised in this connection that cotton had not been 
singled out but, on the contrary, the tax applied to the whole amount 
of experts. The best proof, he said, that we were seeking revenue 
and not protection, was the withdrawal of the concession which had 
hitherto been allowed on machinery for cotton mills.

Mr. Montagu did not desire to argue the case on economic 
grounds. Most of the deputation, like himself, were free tradors, 
but he rarely met an Indian who believed in any doctrine except 
protection. Admittedly, it would be theoretically possible to forbid 
the introduction of the budget proposals, but actually it would bo 
absolutely impossible, because he would have to veto the whole 

i , saving the Government of India none of the increased revenue 
to iu0ot i- io increased charges. On the other hand, supposing ho 
i.u reiusod permission, the Government of India would have had 
° I'loposo to the Legislative Assembly duties on cotton, coupled 

with the corresponding exciso. Mr. Montagu was sure that 'the 
Assembly would overwhelmingly doieat such a Bill.

iiswering to the argument that, the taxes were imposed for the 
benefit of the Bombay millowners, Mr. Montagu pointed out that 

lo proposal to increase the tax to 12 half per cent was supported 
>y the Bombay members, perhaps, to somo extent, as a counter-blast 

to the Manchester agitation, and was defeated mainly on account
0 the realisation that the interests of consumers should have the 

• r®*' ^'sideration, and also bocause at the present time it was 
unjustiU ible to engage in a measure of protection for other than 
revenue-producing purposes,
Selbour to tl>o constitutional issue, Mr. Montagu quoted the
01 ludi v"Hiu0™m t̂tee’s recommendation in 1919 on the Government

■ '> l he ctFcot that while no statutory change can bB mud

TO THU sue. OF STATE f  ̂  31
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i I ( w S t ® W  to the Government of India’s fiscal measures, wl3ijW®6 
VAG^nrfi^General remains responsible to Parliament, the cnnvefetifiMs 1 

the matter may wisely be modified to meet the fresh 
crrctrrfistances caused by the creation of the Legislative Assembly 
with an elected majority. Only exceptional circumstances would 
justify the Secretary of State intervening in matters purely of 
Indian interest. Here the Government and the Legislature of India 
were in agreement. Mr. Montagu further said that the door for 
negotiation between India and the rest of the Empire was open, but 
negotiation without power to legislate was likely to remain ineffec
tive. A satisfactory solution of the question could only be guaranteed 
by granting to the Government of India the liberty to devise tariff 
arrangements most suitable for India’s needs as an integral portion 
of the British Empire. Whatever might be the right fiscal policy 
for India, she should have some liberty to consider her interests as 
Great Britain, Australia, New Zealand, Canada and South Africa 
bad. Mr. Montagu proceeded by saying that after that report by an 
authoritative Committee, coupled with Lord Curzon’s promise in the 
House of Lords, it was absolutely impossible for him to interfere 
wit the right which had been wisely given and which he was 
r etormined to maintain, namely, to give the Government of India 
t, le nght to consider Indian interest just like Great Britain and the 
i s o_ the Empire. Mr. Montagu recalled that the Labour Members 
,a , f , '®n their valuable support to the passage of the Reforms Bill, 

a i oug hby had desired even greater liberty for India, and, con- 
T V *6 Wi-lS ast0n' shed to hear the arguments of the Labour 

rr rlu nr,,n'Ve3 *n t *10 present case. He was convinced that British 
i , ' liot lJrO9P0r in India without the good-will of India, which 

TT 'v.* T w  ^  êtking India have her own fiscal way. While he 
'  ij i 1 1V  Government of India’s future fiscal policy

. pro ?0tlV6>. *)6Cauae Indians and Englishmen thero 
the =vKtnm y i • ° y âvour ° f protection, ho hoped that in
eirefufiv ", 11 r,mato]y adopted, India, of her own free will, after 
i ' ished wnXu ° r'iN8 methods by which it could best be accom-
tfbb h I / V ' ta l® bor Gta,1d in the system of Imperial preference 

Africa n n n ad° ptod. by Australia, New Zealand, Canada, South 
lir] 7 ®̂at Britain, if only to demonstrate to the world hor

, W1, !n tbe British Empire. Nevertheless, it would be
I • ' p!° ound mistake to use the statutory powers to force
imperial preference upon her.

, «Mrj ,Mu0ti^ gu assured the deputation that India bad only used 
, V  .' , 'r y whichi was promised her in 1919, in accordance with 

princtp es in which she believes in order to obtain absolutely 
necessary revenues,
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• C ^ o^rr i i i f f  to tho Lancashire Commoners’ suggestion to sindla i 

to India to discuss the matter with the Government of 
, Members o£ the Assembly, Mr. Montagu opined that it 

would be a good thing to sit down and talk with the people in whose 
custody the matter rested, with a view to arriving at a mutual advan
tage based upon  ̂ the recognition that India has power under the 
soiemn pledge to devise her own tariffs when under the regrettable 
necessity of raising revenue for her own and imperial needs. Because 
the defencoof India was co incidental with the defence of the Empire 
he was sorry that he was not in closer agreement with the deputa
tion, but declared that they were acting in regard to India as much 
as they did in regard to other parts of the Empire. He believed 
that the principle of freedom, which was very dear to the hearts of 
the people of Lancashire, would not be denied to the people of India. 
Although the electorate of India was still very limited, it was vast 
compared with any previous electorate, and ' ‘having got the most 
Representative Assembly you can, you may trust the electorate 
which elects to the Assembly to see that its action is iri harmony 
with the wishes of the electorate.”

At Mr. Montagu’s request, Sir Charlos Stuart Bayley, ex-Liout 
Governor of Behar, and Vice-president of the India Council, address
ed the deputation, and explained the burning naturo of the cotton 
goods question. In reply to the insinuation about public opinion 
in India which he deprecated, he pointed out that it was difficult 
accurate y to ascertain the public opinion of any country, particularly 
o a uge population like that of India. One might question wbat 
Public opinion in Britain was. Nevertheless, he was sure that the 
Europeans and also Indians, who were sufficiently educated to 

ihoi 8.88, .a'' 0P11'10111 wore unanimous on the matter and considered 
at India had been badly treated in (he matter of cotton duties.

for h ° ... bLlr Balton a,ld Mr- Tom Shaw thanked Mr. Montagu 
oi nis patient bearing of Lancashire’s case, although they were not 

satisfied with the explanation. Mr. Tom Shaw urged Mr. Montagu 
onoono fnen1ly ^Presentations to India, pointing out that 
-1)0,000 unemployed in England wore likely to be injured bv the 
Policy complained of. Mr. Montagu promised to convey to India the 
views that had been stated, but he could not recede from the 
position that India must be permitted to devise her own tariff in 
her own interests. The deputation then withdrew.

3



\4v5^Jnterpellations in Parliament ^
t ^Pme of the more important interpellations in Parliament 

on Indian affairs early in 1921, showing the trend of British 
.eeling on India, are reproduced below from Hansard : —

HOUSE OF COMMONS—S3RD FEBRUARY 19S1
Reductions in the Indian Army

bir J. D, Rees asked the Secretary of State for India whether 
he can give the House any information regarding recent or prospec
tive reductions in the Indian Army?

Sir W. Joynson-Hicks asked the Secretary of State for India 
whether he is aware of the anxiety caused iri India by the proposal 
to reduce the Army below pre-War limits ; whether such proposals 
had the approval of the Commander in-Chief; and when the deci
sion was arrived at ?

Sir C. Yate asked the Secretary of State for India how many 
regiments of cavalry and battalions of infantry are to be reduced in 
the Indian Army ; what was the number of each in 1914 ; and 
what will the number when the proposed reductions arc
carried out 1

Mr. Montagu : There were in Aden and India in 1914 :—39 
Indian cavalry regiments, 132 battalions of Indian infantry and 
pioneers, and, in addition, 6 Indian infantry battalions in overseas 
gari isons. Arrangements are now being made to maintain in India :

. ,ld,an cavalry regiments, 132 battalions of Indian infantry and 
pioneer., with a somewhat reduced establishment. In addition 

ere Wi icmain the Indian cavalry and infantry units employed 
overseas. «ut the question of the final post-War strength of the Army 
,r.' ,i"/ Y  1S eil®ag' n8 the close attention of His Majesty's Government,

S i r ^  t ma^e a statement to day fortnight.
, p ■ Joynson-Hicks : I hope 1 am not pressing the right
A°n Y f "  ernan too far, but may 1 have the assurance that pending 

10 S\i el7|\411 ̂  n°  ûr^ er reductions shall take place 1
- r. .lontagu ; Yes. Pending that statement no further reduc-

f'ons are contemplated.
bieut. Colonel Croft: In view of the fact (bat the last answer 

■ Y Y  ,°  conl radiot the answer to a previous question, may I ask the 
r,ir on, Gentleman if the discrepancy in the number of cavalry 
regiments, between 39 and 21, is made up by cavalry regiments 
' m ,|vf 10 ° ^ er fbeatres, or is there a reduction 1

Mr. Montagu : The previous questions referred to reductions
already made, Ibis refers <o reductions that are to be made,

■ G<w\



K ^ J f e S  Colonel Croft : Is it a fact that there is to be 
reduction in Indian cavalry regiments 1

S i W ' j ! - '  thf ?  is t0 be a considerable reduction, think i shall bo able to explain it to the satisfaction of the hon
nwitRor TheMehmf er th'8 day fortnight> wh0n 1 hope to make a state- mont on tho whole question.
n f ^ \ G" yi" ' 6 : Wil1 the right b°n. Gentleman answer the last 
pait of the Question, whether such proposals had the approval of the 

ommander-in-Chief, and when the decision was arrived at ?
Mr. Montagu : I think the whole position will be made quito 

clear when I am in a position to make a statement. No reduction 
as yeh been sanctioned on hich there has been discussion of any 

sort or kind in the Government of India.
d .rt Slr C' Yate : How roany regiments are serving abroad, and

oaucting these, to what number will it- actually bo reduced ?
Mr. Montagu : I should like to consult the War Office before

say how many cavalry regiments are serving abroad for very obvi
ous reasons If the hon. Member will put down a question I will 

c s s  with the War Office whether it, is possible to give the 
formation without prejudice to tho public interest.

Army (Strength).

how ml Wi' J .Joynson, Hicks asked tho Secretary of State for India 
ow many Indian cavalry regiments have been disbanded ; whether

ed I. ri Pre' War regiments ; how many men have been disband- 
’ , ,  wt|at pensions are being given to them ?

disbanded ^ OI,tagu : 1 brae Indian Cavalry Regiments were
ronj oi 1 „ ° "  t °rh' r,Jan? aryT; 1919, and the fifth additional squad- 
year lQ9n „ ndla"  Cavalry Regiments were disbanded during the
units Th AO” 0 ° f th6Sfl rc,g,me" ts of squadrons were Pre-War 
2 160 m ® establishment of the above units would amount to
certain s w ?  I8" ' ’" 18 ordinarLy engageraents get on disbandment 
sending my 1

great cfl™\nJ? T )n"Hi'’k9 ; Wil1 tho Righfc Hon' Gentlemen take
the fncuJ t uh th0S° me" d0 n0t g0 back t0 their homes and from me locus ot discontent in India?
•mrl TM,I';ii!S? 0" t'8g“  : 1 tThillk that is a vory im P<>rtant. consideration,
of li,d; f° rWard my Hon- Fnend's suggestion to the Government 1 mrlia tor consideration.
ments'^C-Comihahder Kenworthy : Is not the loss of these regi-
India and pPS,ISated ^  by tbe develoPIIierit of squadrons in
taking Hm i We ll0t look for some flirtber economies by aeroplanes 

° 0 place of cavalry ?

(| ^ I j 1 i ; 'v //:.•/ 7 R9NS ( Q T
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:. y /^ M r . .  Montagu : In determining the post-War Army i\jtocfta 
alTTnese facts will be taken into consideration.  ̂J  J

Auxiliary Force
Sir C. Yate asked the Secretary of State for India tho number 

of voluntary enrolments in India up to date under tho Auxiliary 
Force Bill and how this number compares with the number that 
were enrolled under the Indian Defence Force Act ; and what is 
the date fixed as the time limit for volunteering under the new Act?

Mr. Montagu : A report, dated the 18th January, states that
t!ie Auxiliary Force is making good progress, and the numbers 

already recruited have now reached some 20,000 out of a proposed
02,000 by the end of the financial year.” In October, 1920, tho 
numbers in the Indian Defence Force were 33,451.

Sir C. Yate : Then there is a deficit now of 12,000 men 1
Mr. Montagu : Yes, of course it will take some time to

recreate a force whose number was temporarily created during the 
War. It is hoped that 3 2 , 0 0 0 ,  which is approximately the n u m b e r ,  
will bo recruited by the 31st March.

Sir C. Yate : Is the 31st March the date fixed on which tho
question is to be compulsory or voluntary enlistment ?

Mr. Montagu : No date has been fixed. As soon as the
Government of India say they cannot raise the force they require 
voluntarily, a compulsory force will have to bo instituted ; hut at tho 
piesent moment they tell mo that recruiting is very satisfactory.

Sir. C. Yate : Will the right hon. Gentleman fix the date 
on which that can be brought forward ?

r. lontagu : 1 prefer to leave it to the Government of India, who 
are qui e aware of what will give them the force which they requiro.

BOUSE OF COMMONS— 2ND MARCH 1921 
Government Motor Vehicles.

Mr. Manville asked the Secretary of State for India whether 
an or er for motor car chassis required by the Government of India 
has been placed in Italy ; and, if so, will he state the number of 
11)0 c*'ass,s so ordered and their value ?

Mr. Montagu : Orders for 144 motor vehicles of various kinds 
have been placed in Italy on behalf of the Government of India at 
a total cost of approximately x‘ 79,000.

Mr. Manville : Does th :igbt hon. Gentleman really think 
that in times such as these the overnment of India ought to have 
ordered material of that sort from Italy, seeing what the position of 
the motor car industry is in this country?

Sir Forteecue Flannery: Is it the policy of the Govt, oflndia to 
buy cheaply or to assist in the employment of British workers?



Is l SiLMks i Montagu : Tho Government ot India bavo to have regard 
rests of the Indian taxpayers. They would nakurilL^J 

V ^ M ^ - t O  buy here rather than abroad. The circumstances connected 
wifhthis particular purchase, which I understand were ambulance cars, 
were that there was ready a surplus stock belonging to the Italian 
Government, and they were required to meet an urgent demand. 
British firms are going to tender for tho remainder of the supply.

Viscount Curzon : Can the right hon. Gentleman say whether 
these chassis were new or cars which had been used during the "War ?

Mr. Montagu : I understand that they were surplus stock 
belonging to the Italian Government, as far as the majority of tho 
cars are concerned. I am not sure wbother they were new or had 
been used during the Wur.

Mr. Manville asked the Secretary of State for India whether 
ho is aware that British manufacturers are preparing special designs 
for motor vehicles at the request of the India office and submitting 
vehicles for trial in April ; and will ho, under these circumstances, 
see that the requirements of the India Office for motor transport 
in India are satisfied through British manufacturers I

Mr, Montagu : Sample motor vehicles are being prepared by 
British manufacturers for trial in India. Provided that these 
samples prove to be satisfactory after trial, the High Commissioner 
will give the British manufacturers full opportunities of tendering 
for any supplies that may be required, and will give every attention 
to such tenders.

The Indian Civil Service.

Sir V ,  Joynson-Hicks asked the Secretary of State for India 
"  hether the Report of the Joint Select Committee on the Govern- 
ment of India Bill, Clause 36, expressed tho definite opinion that 
m tho case of members of the Indian services who felt that they 
couM not usefully take part in the new reform schemes they should 
be offered an equivalent career elsewhere or that they should be 
allowed to retire on proportionate pensions ; whether in consequence 
°f this recommendation, members of the Indian Civil Service memo
rialised the Secretary of State with a view to securing such pensions : 
tvbether the Secretary of State, in his d. spateb to the Viceroy of 
October 1920, stated that ha would not oonsent to a scale of pensions 
which it would be open to any member of the service to claim a 
matter of right on a mere statement that he found himself unable to 
serve under the new conditions; upon what grounds'he has over
ridden the decision of the Joint. Select Committee ; and what is the 
Present position with regard to members of the Indian Civil Service 
Who desire te retire on proportionate pensions 1

/ / /  INTERPELLATIONS / ,  ’  y "
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11 1 S[Mn. * Montagu : The despatch to which my Hon. Friena^Qfegs 
\’ .' d beer'll ot,‘in any way override tho recommendation of the 

X ^t^^K om m ittee , which can be adopted without devising a scale 
of pension. 1 can assure the House that any case of the kind which 
comes before the Secretary of State in Council will be dealt with in 
strict accord with the recommendation of the Joint Select Committee 
and the pledges that I have given to the House.

Provincial Legislative Council

Sir William Davison asked the Secretary of State for India 
whether in the instructions issued to the Governors of Indian 
provinces or presidencies, they are directed to safeguard all members 
of His Majesty’s services in the legitimate exercise or their functions 
and in tbo enjoyment of all recognised rights and privileges, and to 
see that no order of the Local Provincial Council or of the Local 
Legislative Council shall be so framed that any of the diverse 
interests of, or arising from race, religion, education, social condition, 
wealth, or any other circumstance may receive unfair advantage, or 
may unfairly deprive them of the privileges or advantages which they 
havo heretofore enjoyed ; and whether he is responsible to Pftr' ia' 
ment to see that Governors act in accordance with his instruction ?

Mr. Montagu; 1 would refer the Hon’ble Member to th0 
provisions in Section 84-A of the amended Government of India Act 
for the anointment of the first Statutory Commission for the very 
purpose hieh he has in view. Parliament is, of course, fully 
entitled to seek information, hut I trust it will not seek to intervene 
in matters specifically entrusted to Indian legislatures.

. ®'r ■ Davison asked m Secretary of State for India whotber,
seeing that in the preamble of the Government of India Act it is 
express y stated that the Imperial Parliament, in considering the 
gradual development of self-governing institutions in India, must be 
guided jy the co-operation received from those on whom now 
opportunities of service will bo conferred and by tho extent to which 
it is found that confidence can be reposed in their sense of respon
sibility, he will inform the House whether Members of Parliament 
will be able to ascertain from the Secretary of State from time to 
time as to the manner in which the various Provincial Councils are 
dealing with matters committed to them, so that Parliament may 
ho guided as to its future action regarding the conferring of further 
responsibilities on such Provincial Councils 1

Mr, Montagu : The H od. Member has correctly quoted parts 
of certain passages in the instructions issued over the Royal Sign 
Manual to the Governors of Governors’ provinces.”  The answer 
to the la6t part of this question is in the affirmative,



V -  V  . T -  D a v i s o n  :  I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h i s  P a r l i a m e n t ^ * !  i
, , ^ - a s s e r U i p / i a o t s  w h i c h  o c c u r  i n  t h e s e  l e g i s l a t u r e s  o r  w i t h  r e ^ a r d t c )

%e aChihn of the Governors without interfering with what actually 
I takes place f

Mr. Montagu : I always desire to place at the disposal of the 
House any information of this kind.

Lord Rawlinson (Council of State Speech)
On March 9, Sir W. Joynson-IIicks asked the Secrotary of 

State for India whether ho can state the nature of the proposals 
wade to the Council of State on the 3rd instant by Sir William 
Vincent which were opposed by Lord Rawlinson 1

Mr. Montagu : The Hon. Baronet’s question is evidently 
based on a press message which appeared in newspapers, in 
which Lord Rawlinson is reported as having stated in the Council 
of State that the Government would be extremely lucky if the 
country escaped sporadic disorders in the next month, that he 
strongly objected to certain proposals of Sir William Vincent, and 
owing to attacks made upon them officers were already showing 
signs of losing their initiative. I felt sure, when 1 saw this message, 
that Lord Rawlinson must have been misreported, and 1 at once 
telegraphed to India for the facts. I am informed, in reply, that 
there is no truth in any of the allegations, that none of the subjects 
referred to wero even mentioned in the Commander-in-Chief’s 
.peech and the Commander in-Chief asks that a categorical denial 
a{’OU!d bf° mad0‘ Slr Wl,liam Vincent in a speech in the course of 
tho nossni^nff01, t ' al'!lded to poss‘k'6 sporadic disorders and to 

v M r h ° "  ? f SUOh proposa,s as those P»t forward
that the Pres! ,  mPv®r.° the resolution under discussion. I find 
made bv Mr s 'lsh^0' 'S .corre?t tllat six out of the eight proposals 
the two ^ h a f  we « re(J!,CtGd by the Council, a«d I gather that
of India J  unrl i?,C6Pte,d Were r,ot reSarded by the Government o Ind.aas unreasonable. 1 would add that Reuters, to whom I
oonveveTtn^l g.reatly .indebted for the information sent from, and 
their Merits fd ? 0T ra accuracy. have expressed to me
telegram unfortunate mistakes connected with this

Indian Immigration, New Zealand
whether he ? 0nnefct asbed the Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
the Dom l • aWare that1an tn ama"d the Immigration Laws of 
and t W  "  WaS®naGt6d 1,1 1920 tha Now Zealand Legislature, 
furt her n« â ° ! ’.g ' tS ° th6r ° b;)ects ]t was designed to prevont or place 
MMostv’o , *ctlons ,uPon tha immigration into New Zealand of His 

■ v .ndi ui subject? ; if he will say whether representations on

INTERPELLATIONS  l O T



V. \ {§3 } subject have been received by the Colonial Office ; and awfcler, 
. ranees regarding the enforcement of the Act or the reginaT  ̂

\f!!tioJi«dramed under it have been received from the New Zealand 
Government by His Majesty’s Government 1

Lieut.-Colonel Amery: The Immigration Restriction Amend
ment Act, 1920, of New Zealand makes no mention of Indians, but 
I have received a protest from an Indian Association in this country, 
the writer of which was referred to the Dominion Government. At 
the instance of the Government of India, the Government of New 
Zealand has given an assurance that there will be no alteration in 
the position as regards the entry of the wives and families of Indians 
already domiciled in New Zealand.

Sir T. Bennett asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
whether he has received representations relative to the enactmorit 
by the Natal Provincial Council of the Durban Corporation Extended 
Powers Ordinance, 1920, and the Durban Tramways Consolidated 
Laws, 1905 and 1920 ; whether in these representations the fear has 
been expressed that the Durban Corporation, in enforcing these 
onactments, will do so to the prejudice of the rights and interests of 
the Indian citizens and rate-payers of Durban by the adoption of a 
policy of racial discrimination ; and whother, seeing that such a 
policy is opposed to the views of His Majesty’s Government, as 
expressed on many occasions to the various administrations in South 
Airica, he will say what steps, if any, have been taken by His 
-lajosty s Government to protect His Majosty’s Indian subjects in 

urban '̂om the enforcement of such a policy of racial discrimination 1 
Liout.-Colonel Amery : The Secretary oi State has not received 

1 '-lCf  ,l^ t>°ns from South Africa on the subject of these Ordinances,
 ̂ 0 Governor-General of the Union received petitions regarding

tern rora various Indian Associations iri Durban. The Governor-
jencta ciecl’dod, after full consideration, to assent to the Ordinances.

War Expenditure.
St it-5^/'..^ ° March, Colonel Wedgwood asked the Secretary of 
. '1 ; ° ‘ . I!' la l*ie total amount of expenditure incurred by British
" ‘ jor ,own account and on account of the British Exchequer, 

connection with the War from the beginning of hosti- 
to the last year for which accounts are available whether any 

commit ea with Indian opinion adequately represented has investigated 
Bucn expenditure ; what authority has adjusted and audited the pro- 
ptiMon of expenditure recoverable from this country ; what compensa- 
loit India is being, or will be, given for the delay in adjustment 

? ?ccouljfc resulting in serious loss through exchange ; whether 
u'ia will roceive interest af a resonable rate on long delayed

I * m ! P i s '  In d i a  I n  p a r l i a m e n i ' [n I ylW s .



:_ pasi,^antsJatid what facilities ha proposes to give Indians to satisfy 
~th|fef&l^ey that in the adjustment of the accounts, which run 
H^rgfesdrns oi monoy, Indian interests havo been duly safeguarded 1 

Mr. Montagu : Including the contribution of £100,000,000 
towards the cost of the War offered by the Indian Legislative 
Council in 1917, and the cost of the Afghan and Frontier operations 
in 1919-20, the War expenditure borne by India up to 31st March, 
1920, was about £127,000,000. The expenditure incurred on 
behalf oi the British Exchecquer during the same period was about 
£301,600,000. The expenditure has been apportioned between 
Imperial and Indian revonues on the basis of the Parliamentary 
Resolutions of 1911 ; the arrangements for adjustment were devised 
by the Government of India and the India Office, in consultation 
with the Imperial Departments and the Comptroller and Auditor- 
Goneral in India, and Indian audit has throughout been accepted 
by His Majesty’s Government. In these circumstances no Com
mittee such as that suggested seems called for. I am not aware of 
any loss through exchange in connection with the adjustment of 
the accounts. There has ordinarily been no delay whatever in 
payment, as the Imperial Government have advanced month by 
month, from the commencement of the War, the approximate sums 
ostimated by the Government of India and this Office as likely 
to be disbursed each month on behalf of His Majesty’s Government. 
It is the duty of the Comptroller and Auditor-General in India 
and of the Auditor of the Home Accounts in England to audit the 
adjustments with the Imperial Government, and I have no reason 
to think that Indian interests have not been duly safeguarded in 
the matter.

Cotton Mills
On tho 1 / th March Sir W. Burton asked the Secrotary of State 

for India what was the amount of the total capital employed and the 
amount of the profits made by Indian cotton mills for the year 1914 
and each succeeding year to 1920 ; and what taxes were paid by 
them in each of such years other than Excise duties, and differentia
ting between Income Tax, Super-tax or any other form of taxation 1 

Mr, Montagu : The latest roturns of paid-up capital employed 
in cotton mills in British India (including debentures), so far as 
known, were as follows, in lakhs of rupees :

1914—  15 ... ... ... 2,133
1915—  16 ... — ... ' 2,119
1916—  17 ... ... 2,148
1917—  18 .»  ... ... 2,248
1918—  19 ... ... ... 2,623
3(a)
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l* l T/tfare are no official returns of the profits of cottJh5|&ills.
X^vggtD'iyate returns of the Income Tax paid during the abov^-yrare 

\;4)y^0wners of cotton spinning and weaving mills are not available, 
but figures for 1916-17 show that 153 companies paid Rs. 10,93,579, 
and 381 other assessees Rs. 97,540. I have no returns showing the 
amounts of Super-tax or Excess Profits Duty that have been paid 
by cotton mills.

HOUSE OF COMMONS—23RD MARCH 1921
Sandhurst Cadets

Sir C. Yale asked the Secretary of State for India how many 
Sandhurst cadets have stated their wish to enter the Indian Army 
in their last term at. the Royal Military College since the date of 
the Armisiice : how many of these were King’s India cadets ; and 
how many Indian Army appointments were announced at the time 
of the entrance examinations!

Mr. Montagu : Since the date of the Armistice 98 Sandhurst 
Cates have joined the Indian Army, excluding those who entered 
for Quetta, but were trained at Sandhurst. Sixteen of these were 
King’s India Cadets. The entrance-examinations at which theso 98 
Cadets entered were held in November 1917, March, July and 
November 1919, and at these four examinations 95 Indian Army 
appointments were offered. In the last passing out list, out of the 
first 17 jn order of merit, 10 were candidates for the Indian Army 
of whom 4 were Quetta Cadets.

Dr. Kitchlew and Mr. Rambhuj Dull
Colonel Wedgwood asked the Secretary of State for India 

w ether, and if so, why, Dr. Kitchlew and Rambhuj Dutt Chaudry 
have been put in prison 1

Mr. Montagu : in a telegram dated 7th March the Government 
n, IK la informed me that, in consequence of violent speeches de- 
lve.re Cynllpur, Rupar and elsewhere, orders have been issued 

l\"( ' n  '̂)o*enoe °f India Act, requiring Mr. Rambhuj £)utt and
i. itchlew to ahstain from attending or addressing any public

meeliiig in tho province. It is clear, therefore, that at, that time
" s<) mel! Woro not in prison. 1 have no later information.

Prosecutions for Sedition.
Colonel S'r C. Yate asked how many persons had been prosecuted 

in India for seditious utterances in speeches or nowspapers during the 
past three months and how many had been convicted and whether 
any prosecutions had been instituted for incitement to assault and 
riot. Mr. Montagu said that he had not tho comploto figures to 
enable biro to reply fully.

India in parliament [h. /^op«s,
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i 1 £ L  ! * I Bolshevist Agents & Gandhi I
X l^ ^ y ^ u 't -C o lo i ie ]  Sir F. Hall asked Mr. Montagu whetheV-^ft-^ 

X^?gTmS>of the trading agreement which had been entered into with 
Russia had been officially communicated to the Indian Government, 
and it he would state what action had been taken by that Govern
ment to ensure tho expulsion from India of known Soviet agents.

Mr. Montagu : The answer to the first part of the Question
is in the affirmative. The Government ot India instituted a special 
organisation to deal with Bolshevik activities in India and although 
it would not be advisable to state what had actually been done 
I can assure my hon. and gallant friend that every step necessary to 
checkmate them had been takon, I trust, successfully.

Bir C. Yate. Is it not the fact that M. Gandhi lately stated that 
ho would prefer this rule to British rule, and under these circums
tances ought he not to be the first deported as a Soviet agent?

Mr. Montagu : I prefer to leavo the maintenance of order in
India to the authorities there.

Bengal Police Grants. •
Mr. Rupert Gwynrie asked Mr. Montagu whether the Bengal 

Legislative Council have recently reduced the grant for police expen
diture in the Province by 23 lakbs, or more than one-eighth of the 
total grant demanded, and whether in view of the unrest through
out India stops can be takon to rectify this?

Mr. Montagu: I have no information beyond that which
appeared in the Press on the 21st instant. 1 ant inquiring as to 
the facts and action proposed by the Governor.

Sir C Yate: In view of the fact that Bengal has a population
of 50,000,000 and only 3,000 or 4,000 troops, ought not the police 
of that province to be increased rather than decreased especially 
now' that law and order are at such a discount.

Mr. Montagu : I do not think it is at a discount. I am per
fectly prepared to repose the completest confidence in Lord Ronald- 
shay and tho Goxernment of India,

Mr. R. Gwynne : May we take it that the right bon. Gentle
man will communicate with India on this matter?

Mr. Montagu : Tho bon. Gentleman knows that the restora
tion of this vote is within tho power of the Governor of Bengal 
and 1 have no knowledge of the facts except what has appearod in 
the Press. I have, however, inquired and l will let the hon. Mem
ber know when I get the results of my communication. At the 
prosont time l prefer to leave the matter to the Governor of
Bengal ' s  discretion.  . „  .



^  iNDlA iN EAEL7aM eNT  [ h. o l d s * -
l . V Wynne: Are wo to understand that the rignj^K*). ,

' .  Gentleman gets this information of first-rate importance from Ene 
x ^fc.®Amrst and not direct from India 1

Mr. Montagu: As soon as I saw the report in the paper I sent
a telegram to India to ascertain the facts. That is the first step 
we have taken. I am perfectly convinced that there is no differ
ences of opinion between any Member of this House and tho 
Governor of Bengal as to the absolute necessity of maintaining a 
sufficient number of police in Bengal to restore order.

Mr. Gwynne : Will the right hon. Gentleman answer my ques
tion. Does ho rocoive information of this kind first from tho 
Press or doss he get communications before thoso of tho Press 
direct from India.

Mr. Montagu : Tho first knowledge which I had of this event
which I think occurred only a day or two ago was from tho Press. 
The matter lies within tho discretion of tho Governor of Bengal.
1 presume, in duo course, I shall hear from him what action has been 
taken. As a matter of fact I have had no communication yet from 
the Government of- India as to this matter and my first knowledge 
was derived from the Press.

Sir H. Craik : Is it not the duty1 of tho Govt, of India to com
municate to the See, of State for the information of this IIouso any 
vital matters which ought not to be anticipated by Press reports. _

Mr. Montagu : I wish my right hon. Friend would put. him
self in the place of the Govornor of a Province. I cannot assume 
there is importance in a newspaper report which may relate to a 
perfectly simple matter. My right bon. Friend knows that the 
Governor has ample power under this Act. The report may relate to 
a matter which does not require a special communication to bo made 
by telegram.

Nagpur Disturbance.
Mr. Montagu replying to Sir C. Yate said
 ̂ *1™ c' rculat,n& 8,1 account collected from a series of telpgrams 

n e ( istnrbance at Nagpur from which 1 am glad to think it will 
in seen hat it was not so serious as my hon. and gallant Friend’s 

pin s ion would indicate. It is not always I think the best way to 
give an accurate picturo of events in India to publish each telegram 
re.a ing to such matters as it is received. I recognise the impor
tance of furnishing the public with regular information about India 
ami have been considering the best way of achieving it. I hope 
!hat a new organisation with this object in view will shortly be 
working. My Noble Friend Lord Lytton is taking the matter 
under his charge.
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r  \ f f ^ SirP- Y 'lto : Is >fc not the faot that all the British y o ^ p i ' l i i

“Nagpur had to he collected in the Armoury and kept tbffFerrwl  ̂
X^Hght5,‘f6r protection? Is it right that the public of this country 

should have to await letters like that printed in the Press this 
morning for information as to what is going on in India?

Mr. Montagu : The information I have circulated is collected
from telegrams I have received and it does not contain an account 
of that kind.

HOUSE OF COMMONS—9 TH MAltCH 1921 
Army Pay and Allowances

Sir C. Yate asked the Secretary of State for India if he can 
now state what steps have been taken to carry into effect tbo re
commendations in Part V of the Esher Report in regard to the 
improvements in the conditions of service of the personnel of the 
Army in India, which are so long overdue.

Mr. Montagu : As a result of the recommendations in Part V 
of the Esher Committee Report the following measures have now 
been sanctioned :__

British officers, both of the British and Indian Services will 
receive free forage and saddlery, an allowance of Rs. 15 per mensem 
for a syce, and will be able to buy chargers at concessional rates. 
British Service officers will cease to receive horse allowance. Indian 
Army officers on the introduction of the measures will be liable to 
havo the number of authorised chargers reduced and tho pay of 
cavalry assimilated to that of infantry as recommended in the Report. 
Iho^ sunt of 19 lakhs has, in addition, been provided for pay con
cessions for British officers of the Indian Army, but it has not yet 
been decided how far the precise proposals in Section II of Part V 
of the Report will be followed.

As regards Indian officers, increases of pay, pension, family 
pension, and travelling allowances havo been sanctioned and equip
ment will bo issued free on promotion.

As regards Indian other ranks, improved scales of pay’, good 
service, and good conduct pay have been approved.

1 bo main proposals for improved family pensions havo been 
accepted in principle, but the details are not yet settled. The samo 
applies as regards disability pensions, both for Indian officers and 
other Indian ranks.

The pay of religious teachers will bo raised as recommended.
A grant, will be given in respect oi Hinduethani clothing, but. in 

'vhat form has not yet been settled.
Charpoy.. aud kit boxes will be provided free, and al;-\> tree 

'Shting.
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1*1 S l ' l s  i contract allowance system in regimental offices
An establishment of enlisted clerks has been sanctkumeLJ 

\^|icJ^overnment will supply stationery, etc.
Seven lakhs will be provided for the improvement of Indian 

Army schools.
Army Organisation

On the 23rd March Sir W. Joynson-Hicks asked the Secretary 
of State for India whether he can now make his promised statement 
on the position of the Army in India? (See p. 36)

Mr. Montagu : The Prime Minister has decided on my recom
mendation to submit the military requirements of India to a Sub- 
Committee of the Committee of Imperial Defence. While it is 
obviously desirable to secure reduction in military expenditure in 
India as in other parts of the world, they can only be achieved if 
compatible with the internal and external security of India. It, 
therefore, appears desirable that such an investigation should take 
into consideration improvements in equipment, mobility and general 
efficiency. The Government of India had announced that they are ap
pointing a Committee of the Viceroy’s Executive Council to prepare 
the material to lay before the Committeo of Imperial Defence.

Sir W. Joynson Hicks : Arising out of this very important 
statement, may 1 ask the Right Hon’ble Gentleman whother the late 
Commander-in-Chief (Sir Charles Monro) will be added to the Sub- 
Committee of Imperial Defence, and whether, pending tho decision 
of the Committee of Imperial Defence, no further reductions will 
take place in tho Indian Army ?

Mr. Montagu -. I can give an assuranco that no further reduc
tions will be made pending the inquiry. The first part of the ques
tion should, I think, bo addressed to the Prime Minister who will 
appoint the Committee, but I cannot conceive that 6uch an inquiry 
'Mil pioeeed far with its investigation without availing itself of the 
opinions of the gallant soldier to whom the Hon’ble Member has 
re cried and to whom also the Army in India owes so much.

Cir V\. Joynson-IIicks : May I ask whether the Committee of 
Imperial Defence will have power to suggest to the Government of 
India if it sees fit— that the alterations already made in the Indian 
A m y  should be cancelled 1

Mr. Montagu : Certainly. What wo avant to arrive at is a 
scientific investigation of what is necessary in the present circum
stances for tho internal and external security of India. These are 
the only considerations which can govern the Indian Army.

Lieut.-Colonel Fremantle : Will the Sub Committee of Imperial 
idefence have anyone on it who is qualified and able to deal with the 
extremely difficult question of the health of the Indian Army ?



^°n-'agU : The.itiCluil'y will deal with tha strength ofkqm#—̂
v In,d,la' QU0stlons »s to the composition of the Committee 

snotiTd be addressed to the Prime Minister.
Pot„ Slrp ’ Yate.:, f s ^  “ ot the facfc ^at  the first action of the 
Reformed Council in India was to pass a resolution entailing a heavy 
reduction of the Indian Army and police and a curtailment of 
propaganda ? Is this to bo allowed to proceed ?

Mr. Montagu : I would prefer to answer that question on a 
specific reference to the particular resolution. I do not know' what 
the hon ble and gallant Member has in his mind. The Legislative 
Assembly oi India has passed a resolution on the Esher Report but 
the best evidence of its determination to provide for the defence of 
the country is to be found in the alacrity with which it has passed 
the heavy Budget provision necessary for the Army.

Sir C. Yate : May I------
Mr. Speaker ; Notice had better be given of any fur'-her 

questions.

The Army Sub-Committee

Subsequently Sir W. Joynson-Hicks asked the Prime Minister to 
state the composition of the Sub-Committee of Imperial Defence to 
report upon the constitution and strength of the Army in India

Mr. Chamberlain: A Sub-Committee of the Committoe of 
Imperial Defence has not been specially appointed to consider the 
constitution and strength of the Army in India.
S « c J ir W -t Joyn80!?'HlCk,3-: Di^ we not have a pledge from the
Ron °p btateJ or. Indl.“ ’ a,ld was 1 not askfid to put this ques- 1,011 t0 the Prime Minister ?

Mr. Chamberlain : I am afraid I am not in a position to
“ ake. an explanation. This matter has not come undor the consi
deration of tho Imperial Defeuce Committee, and uu to the l rec^ r 
no Sub Committee has been appointed, and I cannot definitely av 
whether a Sub-Committee will be appointed. Tt l y be that a 
Committeo of the Imperial Defence Committee will consider it.

Lieut. Colonel Croft: Will the Cabinet consider the whole 
question before proceeding to the disbandment of regiments of tho 
Regular Army in this country and the great reduction of regiments 
in India'I Before any final steps are token will they consider the 
question as a whole f

Mr. Chamberlain: Tho Cibinet does consider the defence of 
the Empire as a whole.

Lieut.-Colonel Croft : Has the question beeu boforo the
Defence Committee 1

( i f  f f § AT ^ ’21l INTERPELLATIONS v Q f



%  I n d i a  i n  p a r l i a m e n t  [hof^ s*-
'- • \ © g ^ / . .  Chamberlain : I should not like to say without makcl

by the Defence Committee. I think it was consiow w —* 
MSY'hirfdjabinet as a whole.

Lala Harkishan Lai Again

Mr. R. Qwynne asked the Secretary of State for India if Mr. 
Harkishaa Lall and others, convicted of conspiracy to wage war and 
sentenced to transportation for life by three Judges, appealed against 
the convictions and sentences to the Privy Council ; whether they 
were pardoned by the executive while their appeals were pending, 
though similar appeals from others had been dismissed by tho Privy 
Council ; and, if so, what was the special reason why these appeals 
should not have been allowed to run their course 1

Mr. Montagu : The answer to the first two parts of the question 
is in the affirmative, though it is not tho case, as the question 
implies, that the grant or refusal of pardons was determined by 
probabilities of the justice or legality of the convictions. As regards 
the last part, I do not know the reasons which have actuated 
appellants who have decided not to prosecute their appeals.

Mr. Gwyune : Will the Right Hon. Gentleman say why these 
cases were taken out of the usual course 1

Mr. Montagu : I do not think they were taken out of the 
ordinary course. There was an appeal pending which the appellant 
did not choose to prosecute, and meanwhile the Viceroy granted a 
pardon to certain people.

•sir C. Yate : Was it not rather that an amnesty was granted 
bofore the appeal came on 1

Mr. Montagu : Yes, I think bo. I surmise that this is what 
happened : One of these appeals founded on tho question of the 
legality of the Courts which were set up in India was dismissed by 
the i rivy Council— not on tho question of what happened, but, on the 
question of legality— and therefore 1 presume that the otbor appel' 
lants did not think it worth while to go on.

Mr. Gwynne : Is the Right Hon. Gentleman aware that when 
the new rules in regard to the Legislative Councils were before the 
House he told me that nono of the persons who were convicted and 
sentenced would be eligible for them for five years, and yet, in spite 
of that, one of the convicted persons has been appointed a Ministei ;

Mr. Montagu : I think the Hon. Member will find that all the 
information I have given to the House is accurate.

Mr. Gwynne : But—
Mr. Speaker : Further questions must be put down.
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| ( ray ) | Indian Emergency Committee, London 1

JggS/rThomas Bennett had given notice of the following quIesJJtiJ 
X ^ ^ b M ii ' t  on the 23rd March, but as ho could not present himself 

°*i that day, a point of order was raised by Sir W. Joynson-Hicks. 
— To ask the Secretary of State for India if he has roceived informa
tion from India concerning a resolution reported to have been passed 
by all the non-official European members of the Council of State 
and the Legislative Assembly objecting to the formation in London 
of an Indian Emergency Committee as unnecessary and calculated 
to create prejudice and ill feeling ; and if he will furnish the House 
with a copy of tho resolution as well as with reports of the speeches 
lately delivered in India by His Royal Highness the Duke of 
Connaught, in which appeals wore made to all classes of the popula
tion to join in burying recent controversies 1

Sir W. Joynson-Hicks: Arising out of this question, may I
ask your guidance, Mr. Speaker, as to whether it is in order for an 
Hon. Member to put a question down reflecting, as it does, on a 
certain Committee, which consists of two Members of the other 
House, and one Member of this House, myself, and not appear in 
his place to ask it ? I want to ask whether the question should not 
bo deferred and not answered among the written answers until such 
time as the Hon. Member chooses to come to the House and put it 
personally, so that 1 may put a supplementary question, or give a 
personal explanation 1

Mr. Speaker : The Hon. Member who put down the question 
may have been detained by an accident by flood or field.

Sir W. Joynson-Hicks : With great deference, Sir and in 
answor to that, may I ask whether a written answer may bo post
poned until the Hon. Member who, of course, as you say, mav have 
been detained by flood or field, can come down and put the question 
in open House so that it may be dealt with ? As you, Sir, realise, 

7 , “ ?  a •10nrns to-morrow, and answers to unanswered questions 
— and 1 do not know what this answer may be—-may be printed and 
contain reflection upon the Members of this Committee to which we 
have no possibility of replying l

Mr. Speaker : Tbe Hon. Member is asking mo to over rule the 
Order of the House, which is to the effect that if a question is not 
asked tho answer shall be circulated on the following day. Perhaps 
the best plan would be for the Hon. Gentleman to see tho answer, 
and then, if bo is not satisfied, ho can make a personal explanation 
to-morrow, or be can put a quostion to morrow. I would accept a 
question on the subject.

Sir W. Joyneon Hicks; Thank you, Sir,
4
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( I ( JS?.Fojli<ftii!7 *s the answer to the question : y v  I
W ^ b M r . / M o n t a g u  : No, Sir, but I have seen a message froinJaw-^ 

\ f f i y 81111 members of the Indian Legislature in the Press. I will 
place a copy of the proceedings at the opening of the Indian Legisla
ture including Ilis Royal Highness’ speech in the Library.

HOUSE OF l OMMONS— 5—6TH APRIL 1921
Government Service (Contracts)

On 5th April Mr. T. Griffiths askod the Sec. of State for India 
whether under the new Reform Act now in force, wheroby absolute 
control over finance and appointments over a wide area of Govt, is 
given to the various Indian Provincial Councils and thoir elective 
majorities, a British born subject can now sue for breach of contract 
oi personal service in India ; if so, whom he should sue and where,
° j  a '5rf>acn *" India or for a broach in this country ; whether such 

su ijcct will now have the right to know the medical grounds,
, ou:d 1 be India Office Medical Board certify him incapacitated 
in a, ther service in India ; whether such contracts will be still 

( cornea subject to the will and pleasure of the Crown ; what autho- 
t'hp ,or P°'/eJ8 over such contract is it contemplated transferring to 
1 .,rideP0ndent high commissioners who will represent the various 
r«rnn!L ,.Vernn,ents ’ and wbotber such actions as Dr. Denning 

Mr awetnpted t0 brine will be outside the British Government 1 
new Act i°ntaeU : As regards tbe first part of the question, the
subiect tn „!! " °  way affects the pre existing right of a British born 
regards tbo'.6 . ° * ,breaeb °I contract for personal service in India. As 
of Jmiia. “^tmd part, contracts for service under the Government 
subject W(mfj.,made witb *tbe Secretary of State in Council.” Such 
respect o1 • t pr0®un?ably sue the Secretary of State in Council in 
could be brouchf eithu-r ‘ n I,ldia or jn thia country. The action 
stances. As" r(' ,b '8 country or in India according to circum-
nnattered in sn ,gards tbs third part, the position will remain 
Board to bo im -,^  v Un officer certified by the India Office Medical
ed as iiece8BarilvaCnt f-!id j f0r further service in India is not regard- 
such a certificat " tlted t0 know the medical grounds on which 
contracts arc not g,V0n’ As regards the fourth part such
except that the 3-,0C1t X0. the wil1 and pleasure of the Crown, 
service of its ft; ° las 111 law the right to dispense with the
■Secretary of S t a t r ’r a ,,d  i tW0Ul d  " 0t 1)0 the b ° WeI' o f ,fchethe law in thio r ^ ounci or a Government in India to alter 
entering into „ A[eSPef  or t0 limit tb>s right of the Crown when 
oi State In Co S , 00nn aCt8< . As regards the fifth part, the Secretary 
tbysn services wl •' ) * '  romai" tbe authority for the recruitment of 

V ° «rv,ces winch w  now knpwn as "All India Serviw"-lBOl»

■ G°^x



Ci-'il S" vicei fche superior Police Service, the 
-na servlce’ an(  ̂ 80 ortk> a,)d consequently will remain the 

contracting parly for these. Recruitment in this country of services, 
the members of which are now to be appointed and controlled by 
:  ° V!,'C'a' Governments, will probably be made over for the most 

Hl6 Commissioner for India, and he would necessarilv,
S l l  T 8 reCe' V6S fr0m the ut'thoritios in India forwhom he is acting, have power to contract on their behalf, but in 
thei name of tbo Secretary of State in Council. The answer to the 
last part of the question, if I correctly understand the hon. Member’s 
meaning, is therefore that it will still be open to officers like Dr 
Denning to sue the Secretary of State in Council.

Army.

Rllh: A.P.dl ? th fh° Esher recommendations were again the 
tarv Ol Sr ♦ lnterl’ellati°>>- Sir J. D. Rees asked the Secre-
mlnd.H |or lndia whether the main and fundamental recom- 
Ma stv’Trv ,0 the Eshter Committea have yet come before His 

Mr ? rnm6Tuafter i:onsideration by himself in Council ?
Mr. Montagu : The answer is in the negative.

Armv'in i, Hi!eia8keid thJ* S!eoret3ry of State for India whether the 
lnd an rolns^IrT  i f  be° n reduCed b>' 6,000 British and 7,500
orcarryinB out s f , ^ a r  strength ; and. if so, whether the safety 
agitation and nnro f ir6° re( uctl°o 3 the Army in the face of the 

Mr \1 t S. 'vlT ramPant t*1 India has been considered? 
fmlio It n-agu . t he present proposals of tbo Government of 
dneinir tgn e'.ei)tual]y sanctioned, will have the effect of re-
ext mernli f  T  V"3 A™5' 1,1 ^ i a  approximately to the
have been madeby the Gove^m en^ ■Fri®,,d- Th° pr° P°SU' 3ation nf tk„ r  y i oiernment of India on the recommend-
faetors iri the 'om™ander-tn-Chief, after full consideration of all the 
nroved mntiili, Ua T ’ °  W ” cb not: tbo least important is tbo im- 
instance it y fm -  ®tlulPment °1 the Army in such matters, for 
armo r d * ^abhshment of the Air Force and the provision of 
in T O f ’ WAh l c h  t0 ?  are° extent compensate for the reduction 

rsonne . As my hon. and gallant Friend is aware, the whole 
question is to bo considered by a Sub-Committee of the Committee 
ot Imperial Defence.

i ^ ate • Are we to understand that these reductions have
already been carried out?
., '. ‘'demtagu : It is not accurate to say that the reduction in
ne ritish force has been sanctioned ; what has occurred is that 

a considerable number of British force in India left India for M ar 
purposes and have not yet returned.

v l X r r  i t r E U p h L U r l o h S  \CT
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\v\ Wedgwood : Can the right hon. Gentleman say wn^frj ;  j
V^tffi^rt'git^ation and unrest now rampant in India, would not he more 

speedily reduced by cutting down expenditure rather than by the 
keeping up of unnecessary expenditure at a time of such great 
economic trouble in India!

Mu Montagu : I do not think that anyono wants unnecessary 
expenditure, but what we are determined to see is that the armed 
forces of tho Grown in India are adequate for the protection of India.

Bolshevik ftouble Notes.
Sir J, I). Rees asked the Sec. of Stato for India whether the 

possession of Bolshevik money has been made illegal in British India?
Mr. Montagu : The possession oi any rouble notes in India " ’as 

made illegal by the ordinance in 1919 and 1920, and the operation 
of tho ordinance was continued by Act No. X X X  of the latter year.

Sir J. D. Rees : Is the Hon. Gentleman in a position to recom
mend the Government at homo to pass a like ordinance of law ?

Lieut. Commander Kenworthy : In view of tho trading agree
ment which has been signed with Russia, will this Regulation be 
roleased in regard to bona fid* merchants trading with Russia ?

Mr. Montagu : 1 think that would depend upon whether wo 
cave evidence of a cessation of Bolshevik propaganda in India.

Afghanistan Negotiations
Sir C Yate asked the Secretary of State for India if he can

' - T "  regarding the negotiations with Afghanistan now being carried on at Kabul.
the eonrlndn"1̂ 811 i  ̂*!e " eSotiations, which have as their object 
present ’ • * T y ° ' fri«"^hip , are proceeding. I am not at,present m a posh,on to make any further statement.

O- „  v  Wireless Telegraphy.

present” Hire,'tor SeCratary of ,Stato for India : Who is th°
wireless expert to the V™ 6,8 1,>legrn>,by in Ind,a > whether the 
home, has sine, rMjcnp,sGovernment of India originally sent out from 
r ,  mr ,, g , 1 0,1 appointment as Director of tho Marconi
m Xarv mirn!f • ,!,a " ireIc«  «^tem in India required for 
to make it sr ,8es i>S .C0lnl,'ete ; if not, what steps are being taken 
to the unsat,-st’.  ! nd wl,6tJhe.r fche complaints y, the Indian Press as

M - M i U ory conditions of commercial wireless are justified ? 
of \VirAli, ° !l' r f|U '• ''lonel A. Simpson who was appointed Director 
puhspiineotiv • * f>8j a?by ,n India in 1919, resigned last year, and 
place T l J J°!l|ed the Board of the Marconi Company. In his
]> s -  , h a v e / ^ P o i n t e d  C o m m a n d e r  R .  L .  N i c h o l s o n ,  D .  S .  0 .  l a t e
the wirel° "  Cl*y,nf? f.or India next week. So far ns I am aware,

1 ss sj t pm in India required for military purposes is com*

■ g°%\
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\ -\ r ®  y  regards internal communication. The complaint as Uoftlo 1 

X ^ ® ® ^ W ^ lory condition of commercial wireless, to which the hon. 
a,id gallant. Member probably refers, is too vague for me to say 
whether it is justified.

Burma (Shikho.)
Colonel Wedgwood asked the Secretary of State for India 

whether ho will call for a Report on the habit of shikho as perform-
K in ’ , find,ng 011tJ " 'hat i9 thought of this custom both byBritish officials and educated Burmese, with a view to introducing
into Burma methods less redolent of an oriental theocratic nmnar-hy 
of the pre-Christian era? *

Mr. Montagu: The custom of shikho, according to the best of
S  ob" ™ ““ “”k »' h a ils »eligion as well as to etiquette among Burmans. It would be
fob invert th°, P0 !0y definitaly ’ aid down in 1858, and consistently
followed since for the Government to attempt to change the usage.
there is a n im l 8i T d -: J" th6 R ''ght H° n' Gentle“ an aware that with tfi V  , \  British officials in Burma who are so disgusted

question to the notice oUhe Goveriment of' JndiL 
Riots and Casualties.

a„. s  T l r i ° s ” ; f ,d *• «t  m* »  *  i,,*.,
1st of March w W I t  aVev°CCUrred in ̂ d ia  since tho

outbrmk, ,i00 to i „ ,  h“ “  ” ” y 0 , ,*uch

rebels tried subseauentlv°t T  1 " 6l6 due to ’ and wbet.her the
Mr Mo t q r u kC adva,|tage of the situation ?

bances during March T °  r'-CelV<d f P0rts of ton liots and distur- 
reported In  m m  t  D ?’ X °  there were no casualties
injured not .nr ea.garden not some persons attacked were
one pers0n L T n  y 5 f u ,n n factio" fight i» Southern India 
killed and IT k‘ ed,' , ” remaining two cases 13 rioters were 
not sni-i i ''ounded oy police fire, and some police wore injured,

but;8 thron d ffi i.k6 CJU£6' l0T thcre are dually contributing factors, 
and ti, V ihB- disturbances were of the nature of labor troubles, 

ree of religion dispute ; one arose from agrarian grievance:,



f f f  ® I n d i a  i n  P a r l i a m e n t  j>.
• {£23 / °/>a prisoners broke out from jail. TKe other two were h ^ J b t j

a str0I)S agitation against liquor-shops, which is ascribed 
^SiuiSpart to a genuine temperance movement anrl in part to the 

general Non-co opcration programme. I have no doubt that attempts 
were made by ill-disposed persons to take advantage of the situation.

it G. \ate : Is it not a fact that most of these riots were 
owing to political agitators and the agitation got up by them ?

.\lr. Montagu : 1 do not think that my hon. and gallant Friend 
would ascribe the disturbances to anything but agrarian causes.

Colonel Wedgwood : Will the right hon. Gentleman get, or 
has he got, any report on the shooting at Ma.ipur that he can com
municate to the House 1

Mr. Montagu: I think— I speak from memory, because my 
non. and gallant Friend has not given me notice of the question —
t.iaf communiques, based on every telegram I have received, bavo 
already been published ; but if there is anything further, I will 
communicate with the hon. Member.

l'’ ’ 1’ C. late : Were not the Rae Bareli riots primarily due to 
Political agitators 1

Montagu : I think I am right in saying that the Rae Bareli 
riots were due entirely to agrarian causes.

lhe Parliamentary Joint Committee.
r.nPln °* *'k0 J ° 'nt Committee on Indian Affairs was
tirnn !n ^Pri'- 1 he members were mainly engaged up to that 

u determining their procedure.
•liiv Itm' !  les°*ve  ̂ by the Committee to examine and report upon 
to invito ,!’3a J er referred to them specifically by Parliament. Also 
Committee 6 CCrê 8ry ®ta*:o for India to communicate to the 
which lr n’rTn 0CC1SI°" may alise’ any matter or information upon
Report to °1 arbament "̂ ‘Y  th°y “  8matter relating , r !iey will also consider and report on any
Committee 1  1  r!f lan affairs brought to the notice of the
o f i t s ’ ^ m  rr ‘1Boh Jhe , Chairma"  (Cord Islington) or by any
by brought forward * ho* of Stat6' No subject may
been given a„ ri ,  p wev<r,r’ without previous notice having 
tho ruatforw « -K^port wj.i not bo made to Parliament unless
provided that tb°"6 °* ! “ fllcl01lfc Public importance to justify it, and 
was nut onnrv->7 cotls'd6ratl°n of such matter by the Committee 
Committee it-i-oif ui l ** £a .̂',c interest— upon which point the 
such oral nr H w'll be the judge. The Committee will call for
rponirt.fi ' o^umentary evidence as from time to timo may be
India V i Ttt W'i 00,1 Hdentially inform the Secretary of Stato for 
cernadin th<’ head of “ "y otbfir Government Department con- 
c ' rned' fbo subject matter proposed for discussion.

■ G°iJjx (
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M o h a m m e d  A l i ’s S p e e c h . 1 .

il Sir Charles Yate asked the Secretary of State for India
- : 7 " tion bas b08n called the speech delivered by the 

“gnator Mohammed Ali at Madras reported in the Press of the 11th
Gandh" • Wfhw  uhS( iS 8tat,9d haV° said that he differed from 
India 1,1" ‘ i h0/ avoured v' ol0" c\  and that the English came to India like themselves and should be driven out like thieves and
what steps are being taken against the speaker, and also to prevent 
the rep°ution and dissemination of seditious utterances like those 
tending to foment insurrection in India.

fM«"tagu in reply stated that he had been informed by tele-
stateme^ h0i ° r n- - o f. Itldla were giving their attention to the
helo Aflh y M" h. r ' Md Ah at Madras that the Ali brothers would elp Afghanistan if she came to India to fight the British Govt.

T h e  Services.

stated'“i f , ?  5th’ Treplying to a question of Mr. Glyn, Mr. Montagu 
stated that on January 1st there were 767 permanentlv com-
RHtPhh ofliee‘?  i!1 tbo Indian Medical Service of whom 638 were 

itiah-born1 and 129 Indians compared with 722 British and 4 8
“ r  b l 1t9" hTh‘  »< “ « .h .b . ,n officers w hojoiradth !
Ofi c rs Z n l  the WaV "  " °  V* je0pardised by admission of nicer.-, during the war. Every effort was being made to fill nn
v a c a n c i e s  a v a i l a b l e  w i t h  E u r o p e a n s .  T h e  c o n d i t i o n  w i t h  r e g a r d  <o

reT t]J  been improved but
owing to w arft w  , n  vlew ° ‘ tbe ^eat shortage of medical men 
would be able m't °U1 b<? a Joar.bef°^e tbe medical schools in Britain 
tied man of the st"rii ° j aliything I*k° the normal numbers of quali- 

0  » Mav i n i  T. r°qU,red f° r the I,,dian Medical Service, 
upto C d T s t  2 5 'r reply,',g t0 Gt° - Yate* Mr‘ Montagu stated
for per i , ?  c0Ver'iment ° f Ind,a had ^ v e d  one application 
mendition m.d • f  0,1 a ProPort>°nato pension under the recom- 
01, f  P de ° aUS° 36 ° f the reP°rt o{ tbe Joint Committee

o S r,'“ r  ° f I" di\ BilL Th0 Government of India had
was e“ l ,  thefhaPPA1Ca,nt .that h0 ,could I10t support his request as it
based m i H b' S deS,r° t0 r6t,re had boen long standing and was
disnm, a ? F0080118 whlch were unconnected with thoseuiauisaed by tbe Joint Committee.

Pensions to P u n ja b  Heroes.

I r °i" 24th May Colo,ieI Wedgwood asked the Sec. of State for 
j ,icba bovv much is now contributed annually from the Indian Budget 
0 each of the following : General Dyer, Sir Michael O’Dwycr,
-Lionel Frank Johnson, and Mr. Bosworth Smith ; and will ha



( i f  J®roac|i the Chancellor of the Exchequer with a . view to UtibiK 
V  \ J m y o H r m  transferred from the Indian to the British BudgetT^ f  j  

Montagu :—The figures are as follows—Sir Michael O’Dwyer 
' '̂-atuT'Mr. Bosworth Smith, £4,000 and 900 respectively, of which a 

considerable portion represents funds contributed by the officers 
thomselves ; General Dyer, £900, of which approximately one- 
twelfth will be debitable, ou adjustment, to British revenuos on 
account of a period of service out of India. Colonel Johnson 
diaws no pension from Indian revenues. The answer to the last 
part of the question is in the negative.

A u x ilia ry  Force

On May 31st, replying to Col. Yate, Mr. Montagu stated that, 
3,325 men had been attested in the Auxiliary force of India up 

io April 30th, excluding men who bad been enrolled but had not 
yet been attested. The maximum strength attained by the Indian 
Defence Force was 33,451 in October 1920. Ho did not propose to 
take any steps to bring the Auxiliary Force up to the numbers of 
the Defence Force. The matter was entirely in the hands of the 
'overnment of India. If the Government of India at any moment 

t ought that voluntary enlistment was insufficient they might make 
recommendations for an alternative.

A n  In dividua l C a lle d  G a n d h i!

, ,'"*u May 31st Viscount Curzon asked the Sec. of State
or hidla how many times the Viceroy of India has officially 

icceived an individual called Gandhi ; and whether he can make 
any .. atemont as to the result of the interviews? 
tin *’• Montagu :—The Viceroy has received Mr. Gandhi soveral 

es privately, fhe Viceroy will no doubt consider what statement, 
any, con d usefully be made in regard to these interviews, 

o. . f" , 1 . u"9 Captain Viscount Curzon again asked the Sec. of
lmblinlJ w,*‘ether an individual called Gandhi has stated
m0 51 . Viceroy of India is probably sympathetic to the
n- tt,o.U p1' l U,°? niovemont, he can now give any account of the 
alluded to'T*1**6̂  at tho recent interview with the individual

tn hnpr’ Montagu:—I have seon no such statement. It is difficult 
j V Wa® ever made and impossible to believe that anyone 
,. 10 ! ° '“ 't d made. The answer to the last part of the 

week10,1 18 ' "at  ̂ l’ aVe " “ thing to add to the answer I gave last

Viscount Curzon;—In view of the fact that there is in most 
o )° English Press accounts of these interviews, could the Right 

on, Gentleman not. possibly give some authoritativo account of the

India  in Pa r l i a m e n t  [h . oi/cChn-



p Montagu:— I do not think so. When the Governor-
neral accords an interview for informal discussion, it is not

Din™ ?  *? Y CP a re<l0rd ° r„ t0 PllbHsh an account of what takes Place. As t have ea,d, if His Excellency desires to publish any 
account of these discussions, he will do so. J

Viscount Curzon Has the right hon. Gentleman not noticed 
that the man alluded to is now going about giving what purports 

be an account of these interviews, and would it not be much 
better to state exactly what did take place than allow the account 
to be one-sided and come from unofficial sources ? 1
thn r,' Montagu : 1 do not know to what the Noble Lord refers. On 
thn no" r?-ry 'aVe beard Giat Mr. Gandhi is honourably fulfilling 
th6 C°,ld,tlons Ullder which these private interviews took place,

R e fu s a l to grant G o v t, dem and

have^been r'T ^  P bar'8S ^ ato a3̂ ed what aro the steps that 
thJ & nno. f b B? y ^ ab a"d ° th0r G0VtS- in Illdia -here
GovtY m iic iird e tT m e n U  SanCti°" *  ^

refusedpfovisioY Y ! ?  hi"1- pr°V'nCeS *" 'vhioh the Councils have Puniab i n  p i Publicity departments are Bengal and the
m h r T a .  b w i i A T d," B • “ > « ’  information, ,h . .ork

procedure t  ^  r<™ nted it- I presume that the
as it was before hCOmmun,.'lues and information to the Press is now

the Legislative Council voted 1 12th March and a week later 
Publicity Board with due notice tUQmrf uffiolont ,t0 J ind UP 'be
G o v e r n m e n t  w a s  i t se l f  i s s u in g  c o m m u n i q u e s !0 ^  ^  U ' M ’ °

D epo rtation  of M r. C . F . A n d re w s

d e man d e d^Yhe d e p or tat io n mlr ‘ p rosecu ti on& S I S  Z ^ c l ’^"iirrrsz,r^rr;r*H ;s
over" toEnKland^’ n T f '  (<Iefferring to Mr- Andrews) to be brought im; . j  England and tried for sedition, Mr Montagu in reidv

} » £ "op“ s“,h0'l,i,s ,o look -
Disturbances in B e n g a l, A ss a m , etc.

A ssa?Jn UIr 27-2f h .  questions were asked about the Chandpur and 
-saam Coolies. Mr, Montagu laid on the table the Bengal Govt 

4 (a)

nfY  in te r p e l l a tio n s  ( C T 7
l . \ that actually took place so as to put an end to t i e  t' “ out; '■
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i I ( cffirauifioue. Mr. A. Shaw asked the Sec. of State for\gfli|
\ ; ' T»̂ ?thi ^ho can give the House any information regarding the rtecyijj J 

disturbances in Bengal and Assam 1
^Colonel Wedgwood:—Are any arrangements being made to 

facilitate the return of these coolies to their homes, or is it being 
left to chance ?

Mr. Montagu:—My recollection is that the government, have 
not. felt it their duty to give free passages to the coolies. 1 will send 
a copy of the communique to my bon. and gallant Friend.

Colonel Wedgwood :— Are we to understand that tho Govern
ment of India are to leave these people to die of cholera and 
starvation on the roadside ?

Mr. Montagu :—Every conceivable step has been taken to 
safeguard tho interests of these poor deluded coolies ; but it would 
obviously be an unwise step to establish the precedent that when 
a cooly breaks his contract and leaves his work owing to gross 
mis representation of the state of affairs the liability should be put 
upon the Government of India.

Lieut. Commander Kenworthy:—"What about the Government 
itseli ! Sir J. D. Rees:—Would it not be more useful to facilitate 
their return to their work rather than to their homes? Is any 
provision for that made by the Government ?

Mr. Montagu:—If my hon. Friend reads tho communique of the 
G o v e r n m e n t  of Bengal he will see that the Government hare acted 
with great humanity, and hare done everything possible in iho 
circumstances. If, after reading the communique, my hon. Friend 
desires to put any other questions, I should bo only too happy to 
a n sw e r  th e m .

Newspapers (Gwalior State)
, 'f|st June Sir C. Yate asked tho Sec. of State for India

i7, 1Lr„qlB a*Je,1tion has been called to the statement in the 
je.ii ei Nawgpaper, of Allahabad, that the Gwalior State has pro- 

in sited the sale and distribution within the Territory of His High- 
ness . e Maharaja of the following newspapers : tho “ Kesari” , 

Amma Bazar Patrika” , “ Mabaratta” , “ Bombay Chronicle.” 
Independent, ’ Pratap,” "Rajasthan,” and "Sabasa” ; and, con

sidering that theso papers are published in British India, will he 
state what action has been taken by the Govt, of India against 
these newspaper jn support of tho loyal action of His Highness 
the Maharaja ; whether the Govt, of India has accepted the resolu
tion of the Legislative Assembly to appoint a Committee to 
examine the Indian Press Act of 1910 and to recommend modifica
tions of the existing law in regard to liberty of speech and writing;



\ V l r ^ u f^P/f;nr-'Vl11- t h ! u  Pr0S3 Acfc C o m m i t t e o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  v i d w l  I f  J 
. ^ S S d i a  l  m  ° f 8 r a n t i n g  f u r t h e r  f r e e d o m  t o t h T ^

pape^to^Tw alior prohibition " Tm T  *" the Ind‘an Ne'VS'India have nnt i n ™ , i i ,  ,Tho Governments in British
t h e  p a p e r s T a m e d  T h  ° P  g e ’ a k e n  a n y  s t e Ps L e o n t i y  a g a in s t  
p ®  P f P ers  ».“ ■ T h e  C o m m u t e  a p p o i n t e d  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  
P re s s  l a w s  f in is h e d  i t s  s i t t i n g s ,  a n d  is o n  t h e  p o i n t  o f  p r e s e n t i n g  i t s  
, f 1 '  e C o m m i t t e e  t o o k  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  
b e t w e e n  t h e  P r e s s  l a w s  a n d  t h e  N a t i v e  S t a t e s .  ° n

HOUSE OF COMMONS—12 J U L Y  1921

C o lto n  G oo ds (Im p o rt  D u tie s )

of the" Pntf Ju!f Alr- Haddington again took up the question 
whether he dut,e, \  He «ked  the Sec. of State for India 
examplod bv Shn?™ ° ^  dlv,dends Paid bV Indian Cotton Mills as 
Company and ManLv Cp°“ PaDy’ 1000 per C0nt per a>"’um, Lakshmi 
das Comnanv â d S 1J,C0,D1Poanyi 6aoh 500 per oent- Morarji Gocul- 
Com ply 375 L T Company, ea-,h 350 per cent., Kohinoor 
oth“  s from ?nn °0nfc;’ Madras United’ 300 per cent, and many
dends i " “  I ! ! ? 0? " ,  0 00 Per cent ; whether, as these divi 
duced the imi; * p S, ° rt y b°f°r6 the Indian Budget was intro- 

i schemes to r J  consldered the largo profits when forming
E r " £ r i  7  and' if. S0- what additional taxes have 
Cotton Mills CovP-n ^  twha1.' add*t>onal revenue is expected from
the ̂ ncreases^n" Im ptt’ d u t t  T , "  ” 0t “  fair pro^ t5-  *  
Govt, the need of reconsidei ng t h l • he , r®pr.esent to the Indian 
in view of such largo sources 0f fnter T P° rt dutl,eS ° “ Cotton Roods Mr Montana • T „„ ° ' ,01terna' revenue being available t

; recently'paid latfe’ divTdends'M^the^fi1'1'3̂  9 ° tton. Milla ba™ 
Friend appear to be greatlv the figures given by my lion.
The only additional t J xcess of those published in the press. 
Companies i aPe f̂ical,y imposed on the Cotton Mills

1 the withdrawal of th ° W' tk tbo re';ent Indian Budget lay in he withdrawal of the concession Under which Machinery and Stores
i admitted free o T d ' t  * ft**0" Spinnin* or Weaving Mil) were

the ch imro • l o 1 n  y' iip0, addlt'onaf revenue anticipated from he change .8 1° lakhs. With regard to the last part of the ques-
m " ',1 0a,‘ °»'y  refer my hon. Friend to the reply I gave on the 23rd

1 Cotton duties deputatI0Q frora Tancasbire regarding the Indian
Captain Geo : Can tho right lion. Gentleman say whether the

stares given by the bon, Member, though they may be in excess

( ( i nt e rp e l l at i ons  ( o
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V Csfohy .figurea published in the British Press, are correct frcnwH.00 , 

\X  ot3KahRecounts of the companies concerned.
Mr. Montagu : I am informed that they are greatly in excess

of any figures that we have.
Mr. Waddington : Is the right hon. Gentleman aware that

be can gat confirmation of the figures from the “ Times of India 
in any issue for the last two months, and that those figures aro 
published and are available for the information of anybody connect
ed with the India office ; and if these figures are justified, and 
considering that the question of the Indian Import Duties was 
purely one of revenue and not of protection for India, is it not 
desirable that these duties should b9 considered and that the 
burden should be placed on the available revenues in India?

Mr. Montagu : I will investigate the figures further, but I do
not think they affect the principle laid down, after discussion by a 
Committee of this House, that the Govt, of India should have fiscal 
autonomy.

Mr. W. Thorne : Is it not possible for the firms to pay these
dividends in consequencS of the low wages paid to textile 
workers and the long hours worked 1

Mr. Speaker : Any further questions must be put on
the paper.

The Civil Service

. ^ ‘r Charles Oman asked the Secretary of Stato for India 
?  ‘e* her he has received a memorial seut by telegram to him by the 

or.ian Civil Service Central Association, representing a large 
majority of the officers of the Indian Civil Service now serving in 

uiis.i ndia ; whether the said memorial sets forth their profound 
1:'  ̂ l l aCt 10n. tho increasing difficulties of the public Services 
S1.n' f 0 passing of the Govt, of India A c t ; and what reply he has 

0 19 n,emorialists, in view of the personal responsibility
that Act 7Un^er k '8 pledges given at the time of the passing o

Mr. Montagu : I have roceived the telegram referred to and 
will send a copy to the hon. Member. I think this will be a better
p.an th in commenting on his description of it in the second part of 
the question. The Govt, of India aro about to issue a comprehen
sive resolution dealing with tho whole question of the pay of the 
all-India Services. The sulntmce of iny reply to the memorialists > 
will be indicated in the Resolution, which I would ask the hon, 
Member to await,

I
- I



®1 In t e r p e l l a t io n s  f r H '
je 129 for the last despatch on the subject by Mr. .1

Oman : Is the right hon. Gentleman aware that I
and does he consider that the increasing difficulties of 

the public services set forth by the gentleman in question in this 
telegram do or do not exist 1

Mr. Montagu : I am anxious to avoid disputation as to 
the meaning of the telegram. The memorialists refer to a passage 
in the Montagu-Chelmsford Report. I have nothing to withdraw 
from that.

Sir W. Pearse : Are the salaries and allowances sufficient to 
meet the increases in the cost of living, and is it not rather the 
financial question that causes dissatisfaction than tha new situation 
in regard to the Govt, of India ?

Mr Montagu : I think there i6 a good deal of economic dis
satisfaction.

Sir C. Yato : Can the right hon. Gentleman say on what date 
he will be able to give us the Govt, of India Resolution 1

Mr. Montagu : I am afraid I cannot. It is a matter of practice 
and precedent that any communication must be made through the 
Government of India.

Public Services

The matter was not left to rest there. A  good deal of ironical 
remarks was mado as to the ‘ Montagu reforms’, obviously to put 
the Secretary of State out of countenance, Sir W . Joynson-Hiclts 
asked tho Secretary of State for India whethor he has had any 
report from India as to the growth of bureaucracy sinco the institu
tion of Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms; and whether he can give 
any estimate as to tho additional cost of governing the country 
incurred in consequence of such increa e in officials 1

Mr. Montagu :— I do not follow the first part of my hon- 
Friend’s question. I do not understand how the scheme of Govern
ment instituted by the Government of India Act to which tnis 
House assented in 1919 could have led to a growth of bureaucracy. 
As to the cost of that scheme, I will certainly endeavour to furnish 
the House with a statement.

Sir W . Joynson-Hicks;— Does not the question say ‘ 'since” and 
uot in consequence of” !

Mr. Montagu : I find it difficult to understand how it is 
possible that a measure for the institution of a democratic form of 
government in India can possibly have led to a growth of 
bureaucracy.



Viscount Curzon asked the Sec, of State f o M n f t l r  
v ^ b g f b h r  ho can make any statement as to the activities of Gandhi 

and the Ali Brothers ; and whether any disturbances have arisen 
owing to the direct or indirect activities of these individuals since 
they were received by the Viceroy 1

Mr. Montagu : I do not think there is any detailed statement 
that I con i make in reply to the first part of the question. The 
Government of India have not indicated to melthat in their opinion 
the undertaking to refrain from encouragement to violence have 
been disregarded since it was given. As regards the last part of 
the question, disturbances have occurred since the Viceroy accorded 
an interview to Mr. Gandhi. The reports of those have been 
communicated to the Press immediately on receipt from India.
1 here is nothing in the reports to show that the outbreaks were 
directly attributable to the three persons mentioned.

HOUSE OF COMMONS—18TB JULY 1021
The Strikes in Madras.

The Madras Mile riots of June-July 1921 when the Karnatic 
and Buckingham Mills locked out thoir men to break their newly 
started Union and had the support of the Governor, Lord Willing- 
don, were the subject of a series of questions.
... p°l°nel Wedgwood asked the Secretary of State for India 

w ether ho had any news of the Madras strikes: whether the Gov- 
rnirient have facilitated in any way the formation of an Adi- 

"\y" U<f'U"  *rat ôs UDlon or assisted the Adi-Dravidians to break 
.lma tho.jr comrades ; whether tho strike loaders have been 

_ . f j 011 j ' v'th internment ; and whether, in view of tho serious 
i°i!, ho will recommend the immediate calling together of the 

Legislative Council of Madras ?
VT •  ̂ar '̂er replied in the place of Mr. Montagu who was absent:—
I ° 011, Giuud will circulate in tho Official Report an account

1 .? ‘ i .ras strikes to supplement from his latest information tho 
1 c{|. ^ave already appeared in the Press. As regards the
se mu. and third parts of tho question, my right hon. friend has no 
in ormation but is making inquiries. As regards the last part, my 
rl? , . ,0H rlet'd understands that Lord Willingdon is himself dealing 
’..un the case, and he thinks that my hon. and gallant Friend will 
shaie his confidence that His Excellency will take whatever action 
is likely to prove helpful.

Tile following is the information referred to ;

% INDIA }N PARLIAMENT [h . /v o p w s . I
5 ( S0L ) The N-C-O. Movement I



\ - \ 2t9t,h aune tbe huta o£ non-castc mill workers in Madras weiepeTOl? i
tbeJ | ' ce afDd T mbers o» the fire brigade were a s M H  

er?' 0 a '^e 30th June further incendiarism occurred in the same 
1 s S  S :  ' 0' thC P°',ce “"«• the « «  brigade ^eTmo?eLrio“ T ye

tnnu T> lbe“ ob " a ^ ’spersed by bayonet charges; no loss of life reported to me. The total number of huts burnt was 92.
.. ^ 1 the,n n,r '?uly> the Anglo-Indian foreman of the Buckingham Mills was

b W ^ u V S “ .0y T e " l a n H nd Hint,US r r tUe ” 1U- Waa b" d  iff his. ?/' L autl .f  7 beaten- He was severely wounded in the body, sustained a 
knife cut m the head and was left unconscious. Subsequently ^ e made his 
way to the police station. He has not found it possible to identify hm assa,
L , L  ^  at a P°boe patrol which wassent out when the occurrence was reported. 1 Cn was

On the 3rd July the Mohammedan driver of the manager of th« mtn. 
id? v“rand!hby “ oharn"edans ani was chased from the manager's compound to 
knife wound ^ , ' VCrtl CUt °® ilnd his liQgers were iai™ d  by a
He is now bc.ng detained if h w p t t lT * " 01 hi”  'Va'kinS *“ ° daZed C°Dditio11- 

Reverse Council Drafts.

Mr. Montagu circulated with the Parliamentary papers (in tsdIv
T „  , 7  "i th\ H o” “ «> <=— »> “  . a w ”  d Z  .  ol h a

t f  l  ”  “ »  « » " “  <Wncil..  Colonel Hur.t hod „ t , d  
bills in 1 9 1 Q « n f 1̂ .  to the .lnd,an Treasury on reverse council 
India 1 ^ 1 7  BOO nnn p6" Mt,ma‘ !1d by the Finance Minister in 
tender but S t  d V /  rever”  bllls were ” ot sold by competitive 
effect of this n° e b , naV0Ured pr0UpS of fitla™ ^  • A e t h e r  the 
£29  000 000 ai^ t"y baf -ne"  t0 ei,rloh the financiers in question by 
S h a S  L h V° “ 0ntrlubute mat«rially to the present fall of the
fix the resnonfiV T-s6tther Secratary State would take steps to tfl0 resPOU8>bihty for these disasters?

ring f o t h ? ^ ; - 1 Pr®su“ « my bon. and gallant friend is refer- 
that a loss o 17 !  *" tbu ,Indlan lM' ,lanoe Member’s Budget speech
sterling se cu r it ie s^ ^ resu lted  in 1 9 2 0 -2 1  from the realisation of 
councils. “ uesnn tbo paper currency reserve to meet reverse

this ln^6 reverse councils was not however the real cause of
sold or ’ nnf C ■ W° U d baVf  bee" bicnrred whether they had been 
CommitfoA’o 'p1”  c° nf (luenoe the decision based on the Currency 
E e . .ReP°rt that the sterling securities in the Paper Curronev
a T s  b a " gl,lT y Vf Ued 0,1 ,a l s ' 4d ' basis should be revalued on 
rates'other fbn.1 o °t! S T 1'* '?8 fr°m the sale of reverse councils at 
econirnonrUti 11 *-S’ r^ f1* tbe afopt ‘on °* the Currency Commission's 

The p0£  n?'13 V rFebrUary 1920 is about 7 three-fourth crores. 
and „ 0(. y °  v88 ! " 1® reverse drafts at fixed rates based on 2s. gold 
ance win, tho basls ° f competitive tender was adopted in accord - 

oe recommendations in paragraph 62 of the Currency

( i f  in t e r p e l l a  ttons ( o i
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. V C ^ m it te e ’s Report, though at a later stage it was consrN^jpi I
Xyceipe^fent to base the sales on 2s. sterling which was don e 'svM M  

effect from 24th June to 28th September 1920, when the sales were 
discontinued. 1 do not understand the allegation that reverse 
drafts were only allotted to favoured groups of financiers, or tho 
figure cited in clause 3 of the question. While I deploro the failure 
so far to make the Currency Committee’s policy effective, I would 
remind my hon. friend of the abnormal situation prevailing last 
year which resulted in an adverse balance of trade against India ; 
exceeding 75 crores. I am unable to accept t,be view that the sale 
of roverse Irafts has contributed materially to the present fall in 
exchange ; indeed it would be otdy natural to infer that the sales 
which in 1920 aggregated £55,000,000 sterling must have tended 
substantially to check the fall. I can assure my hon. friend that 
the question of Indian Exchange is a matter of constant watchfulness 
by myself and the Government of India.

HOUSE OF COMMONS—19T1I JULY 19Z1
Aligarh Disturbances.

On July 19th Sir J. D. Rees asked the Secretary of State for 
India whether he can make any statement regarding disturbances 
reported to have occurred at Aligarh 1

Mr. Montagu: I will circulate in the Official Report the 
information 1 have received about these disturbances.

Tho following is the information :—
I communicated to the Press on 6th July the first details of 

these occurrences which I received that day. I received on the 
Uth a further report, which, though issued to tho Press that 
c-' mng, came too late to secure general publication. It appears 
that the main facte are as follows: On the 5th July a political 
agitator named Malkban Singh was on trial at tho Magistrate’s 
Court Aligarh. A crowd composed of towns people and villagers 
had collected outside the Court, probably originally intending to 
make a demonstration. But, excited by agitators and by the 
l union' that another individual who wub seen to enter the Court 
had been arrested, the crowd endeavoured to rush the Court. This 
was prevented by the police, who, after two warnings, used their 
batons. I he crowd then moved off, intending to attack the 
bungalow of the reserve police inspector, which is some distance 
away. Lbis was frustrated, and meanwhile judgment appears to 
have been pronounced convicting Mallfhan Singh.

Later on a mob attacked and burned certain buildings in the

Xw*e ■ c°ix



' Go

'• V t j y y u ^ f t e r s .  O n e  o f  th e  b u i l d i n g s  a t t a c k e d  w a s  t h e  T r e a s u S fy l  A re  , 
\ V  « ® M - e « a r d  o n  w h i c h  w a s  c o m p e l l e d  t o  fire . T h e  M a g i s t r a t e  v t s f S f i r  

X ^ f c h G j f o n - C o - o p e r a t o r s ’ h o a d q u a r t e r s  in  t h o  e v e n i n g ,  a n d  w a r n e d  t h e m
t h a t  a n y  f u r t h e r  d i s t u r b a n c e  w o u ld  b e  s e v e r e l y  r e p r e s s e d __ a w a r n in g
w h i c h  h a d  t h o  d e s i r e d  e ffect .  D i s t u r b a n c e s  h a d  e n t i r e l y  c e a s e d  
b e f o r e  r e i n f o r c e m e n t s  o f  B r i t i s h  a n d  I n d i a n  t r o o p s  a r r i v e d  f r o m  
A g r a .

I t  s e e m s  q u i t e  c l e a r  t h a t  th e  a t t a c k s  in  th e  C i t y  w e r e  d i r e c t e d  
m a i n l y  a g a in s t  th e  p o l i c e .  N o  a t t a c k s  w e r e  m a d e  o n  t h e  h o u s e  o f  
E u r o p e a n s .  T h i r t y  a r r e s ts  w e r e  m a d e — c h i e f l y  r i o t e r s  c a u g h t  r e d -  
h a n d e d  in th e  p o l i c e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  a n d  p e r s o n s  w i t h  g u n s h o t  w o u n d s  
b 'u e  c o n s t a b l e  w a s  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  k i l l e d  a n d  t h r e e  d a n g e r o u s l y  
w o u n d e d .  I t  is n o t  c le a r  f r o m  m y  i n f o r m a t i o n  w h e t h e r  a n y  r i o t e r s  
w o i e  k i l l e d ,  b u t  a  n u m b e r  w o r e  w o u n d e d .  T h e  M a b o m o d a n  
. " jv o r s i f .y  w a s  n o t  a f f e c te d ,  a n d ,  s o  fa r  as is k n o w n ,  n o  s t u d e n t s  
t o o k  p a r t  in th e  d i s t u i b a n c e s .

HOUSE OF COMMONS—9TB AUGUST 1921
Bon fire  of British  C lo th

C a p t a in  V i s c o u n t  C u r z o n  a s k e d  t h e  S e c .  o f  S t a t e  f o r  I n d i a  
w h e t h e r  a, M r .  G a n d h i  r e c e n t l y  o r g a n i s e d  a b o n f i r e  o f  B r i t i s h - m a d e  
c o t  m g  in B o m b a y  ; w h a t  w a s  h is  o b j e c t ; w h e t h e r  a  m e e t i n g  w a s  
s u b s e q u e n t l y  h e ld  ; h o w  m a n y  p e o p l e  w e r e  p r e s e n t  ; a n d  w h o  w e r e  
t h e  s p e a k e r s  ?

M r .  M o n t a g u  : I  g a t h e r  t h a t  a  b o n f i r e  w a s  m a d e  o f  i m p o r t e d
e o  in  j o m b a y  o n  l e t  A u g u s t .  I h a v e  r e c e i v e d  as y e t  n o  o f f i c ia l  
a c c o u n t  o f  th e  o c c u r r e n c e s .

u « J i8CO!, n t «CurLz o , , :  t h o  r i g h t  h o n .  G e n t l e m a n  a n s w e r  th o
w e r e  t f f i f s p e a k e r e  1 qU e8tl0n : w h e t h e r  “  m e e t i n g  w a s  h e ld  a n d  w h o

in t h f n e w s ° p a S . : 1 haV°  ” °  a ° C° U nt  6X° ° Pt whafc ha8 ftP P ° a r e d

\ i s c o u n t  C u r z o n  : M a y  w e  t a k e  i t  t h a t  th o  a c c o u n t s  in  t h e
n e w s p a p e r s  ar e  s u b s t a n t ia l l y  o o r re o t ,  a n d ,  i f  so , h o w  a r e  t h e  Alt' 
B r o th e r s  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  u n d e r t a k i n g  g i v e n  t o  th o  V i c e r o y  t

M r .  S p e a k e r  • T h a t  is a s e p a r a t e  q u e s t i o n .

R e ve rs e  C o u n c il B ills

L ie u t .  C o lo n e l  H u r s t  a s k e d  t h e  S e c .  o f  S t a t e  f o r  I n d i a  w h e t h e r  
°  is  a w a r e  t h a t  t h e  loss  in  t h e  sale  o f  r e v e r s e  c o u n c i l  h i l ls  has so  

t0 c r o r e s  o n  t r a n s a t i o n s  o f  8 2  a n d  h a l f  o r o r o s  
, '  . '000) ; w h y  b i l l s  t o  t h is  e x t e n t  w e r e  so ld  w i t h o u t  p u b l i c
Per P0 t , f ,V "  l e n d e r  ; w h e t h e r  h e  is a w a r e  t h a t  t h e  o o u n c i l  ra te  o f

per  r u p e e  e x c e e d e d  th e  m a r k e t  r a t o  b y  s e v e r a l  p e n c e  a n d
6

( i f  INTERPELLATIONS (  r ,



L V D 7 ^  ^  PARLUMENT [H .
1= ( Uife greatly enriched persons to whom the council bills worMteofl-

b o t h e r  ho  13 a w a r e  t h a t  I n d ia n  i m p o r t o r s  n o w  r e fu s e  t o l a n J A —2 
V M n t j M ^ r a w n  b y  M a n c h e s t e r  m e r c h a n t s  a t  c u r r e n t  r a t e  o f  e x c h a n g e  

arid p u r p o r t  to  ju s t i fy  su ch  re fu s a l  o n  th e s e  g r o u n d s  ; a n d  if  ho  
w i l l  t r y  to  f ix  th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  f o r  th e s e  f in a n c ia l  e r r o r s  1

M r. M o n t a g u  : T h e  3 5  c ro r e s  m e n t i o n e d  in  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f
the  q u e s t io n  r e p r e s e n ts  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  tha  
r u p e e  e q u iv a le n t  o f  th e  s t e r l in g  d r a f t  so ld ,  t a k i n g  e x c h a i  g e  a t  15  
r u p e e s  to  the  p o u n d ,  a n d  r u p e e  r e c e i p t s  f r o m  t h e  sa les .  F o r  th e  
r eason  g iv e n  in  m y  r e p ly  o f  th e  1 8 th  J u l y ,  th e  s u m  c a n n o t  h e  
re g a r d e d  as loss d u e  to  t h e  sale  o f  r e v e rse  d r a f t s ,  a n d  i t  m u s t  a lso  
be r e m e m b e r e d  th a t  in  th e  p e r i o d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  sales , r e m i t t a n c e s  
fr o m  I n d ia  to  E n g la n d  o n  G o v e r n m e n t  a c c o u n t  h a v o  b e e n  e f f e o to d  
a t  ra tes  o f  e x c h a n g e  c o n s id e r a b ly  h ig h e r  th an  I s .  4d., th e se ,  in fa c t ,  
ranging Up to  2a. i d .  As regards t h e  s e c o n d  a n d  t h i r d  p a r t  o f  the  
q u e s t io n ,  t h e  s y s t e m  o f  sa le  w a s  b a s e d ,  as  s t a t e d  in  m y  r e p ly  on  
the  l a t h  J u ly ,  o n  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o f  th e  c u r r e n c y  c o m m i t t o o .  
D u r i n g  the  p e r i o d  o f  t h e  sales  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  m a r k e t  r a te  
of e x c h a n g e  a n d  the  r a t e  a t  w h i c h  th o  d r a f t s  w e r e  o f f e r e d  w o u ld  
have  e n a b le d  a l lo t te e s  o f  th e  d r a f t s  t o  d i s p o s e  o f  t h e i r  e x e b a n g o  a t  a 
p i o f i t .  A s  r e g a r d s  p a r t  4 o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  I a m  s e n d i n g  t o  t h e  h o n .  
iui ai ,t  M e m b e r  a c o p y  o f  t h e  r e p ly  t g a v e  to  t h e  h o n .  M e m b e r  
f o r  K e ig h le y  o n  th e  1 6 t h  M a r ch .

" h . t n ° ' ° n e * W e d g w o o d  : C a n  th e  r i g h t  hot). G e n t l e m a n  say
"  0 er fh e  I n d ia  O ff ice  h a s  a n y  s ta t is t ic s  s h o w i n g  w h o  m a d e  p ro -  

' ^ r e '^®ding  th ese  hills , a n d  t o  w h a t  e x t e n t  p ro f i t s  w e r e  m a d e  I 
1 r. M o n t a g u  : It  is v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a s c e r ta in .

W e d g w o o d :  1 s u p p o s e  i t  is  k n o w n  t o  w h o m  th e
reverse  b ,  s w e r e  so ld  in  the  first i n s ta n c e  1 

M r. M o n t a g u  : 1 t h in k  so.
Elections

in ’ E d i s o n  a s k e d  t h e  S e c .  o f  S t a t e  f o r  I n d i a  w h e t h e r ,
1 5 0 0  OOf)15, 10118 t0 t b e  P ro v in c ia l  C o u n c i l s  in  I n d ia ,  loss  than  
] t Pfwsons w e p t  t o  t h e  pol l  in d i s t r i c t s  h a v in g  a  p o p u -
5 5 0 0  000 I t  •! . - 10,000,000 a n d  a q u a l i f i e d  e l e c t o r a t e  o f  a b o u t  
b lv  o i ' l v  i s o  ( i l iA l n , the  e l e c t i o n s fo r  t h e  I n d ia n  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m -  
v o te r s  actu°anv° u6 e !.t0rS L° Ut o f  a p p r o x i m a t e ly  1.000,000 q u a l i f ie d  
w ere  u n ab le  h °n®d  ’  w h e t h a r  m a n y  o {  t h o  v o t e r s  w h o  d i d  v o t e  

_  c , y  ' ’ l i t e r a c y  t o  d i f f e r e n t ia t e  b e t w e e n  t h e  c a n d id a t e s ,

r  ,a I i ! , u  , Wef0 ™ P " ' eD ted  0,1 ; h e  Po l l i " g  b y  p i c t u r e s  o f  
..ate e le p h a n ts ,  a n d  d o n k e y s  ; an d  w h e t h e r  he  p r o p o s e d  t o  t a k e  
op s  to  se c u r e  m o r e  a d e q u a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o n  t h o  n o w  c o u n c i l  

01 In d ia n  l a n d o w n e r s  a n d  m e r c h a n t s  in p la c o  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  p r e 
p o n d e r a n c e  o f  I n d ia n  l a w y e r s  1

■ G°^x



I n t e r p e l l a t i o n s  ■ «
v - v ,  o n t a g t i  : F o r  a c c u r a t e  f i g u r e s  in  r e g a r d  t o  ' t h a ^ 4 A -

\: i i o n s , - l  w o u l d  r e f e r  m y  h o n .  F r i e n d  to  t h e  R e t u r n '  p r e s e n T u ir ^ o  
F a r l f a m e n t  in  A p r i l ,  o f  w h i c h  I w i l l  s e n d  h im  a  c o p y ,  A s  r e g a r d s  
t h e  s e c o n d  p a r t  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  m a n y  o f  t h e  v o t e r s  w e r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  
i l l i t e r a t e ,  a n d  a  s y s t e m  o f  s y m b o l s  t o  a s s i s t  v o t e r s  t o  r e c o r d  
t h e i r  v o t e s  c o r r e c t l y  w a s  t r i e d  s u c c e s s f u l l y  i n  o n e  p r o v i n c e .  
A s  r e g a r d s  t h e  la s t  p a r t ,  m y  i n f o r m a t i o n  is t h a t  l a n d o w n e r s  
( m a n y  o f  w h o m  are  a ls o  l a w y e r s )  as a  w h o l e  h a v e  s c o u r e d  l a r g e  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  sa m e  o b s e r v a t i o n s  a p p l y  t o  c o m m e r c i a l  
in t e r e s t s ,  I  w o u l d  r e f e r  m y  h o n .  f r i e n d  in t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n  t o  t h e  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  m a d e  b y  t h e  J o i n t  S e l e c t  C o m m i t t e e  o n  C l a u s e  41 
o f  t h e  G o v t ,  o f  I n d i a  B i l l ,  1 9 1 9  in  r e g a r d  t o  a  f u t u r e  r e v i s i o n  o f  t h e  
f r a n c h i s e .  I w i l l  s e n d  h i m  a  m a r k e d  c o p y  o f  t h e i r  R e p o r t .

W .  D a v i s o n  : D o e s  t h e  r i g h t  h o n .  G e n t l e m a n  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  
t h o  f ig u r e s  o f  t h e  r e c e n t  e l e c t i o n  in  I n d i a  c l e a r ly  s h o w  t h a t  t h e  
b r o a d  m i n d o d  a n d  i m p a r t i a l  r u le  o f  t h o  B r i t i s h  R a j  has b e e n  r o p l a e e d  
b y  p o p u l a r  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  an  o l i g a r c h y  w h i c h  b y  n o  m e a n s  r e p r e s e n t s  
t h e  p e o p l e  o f  I n d i a  1

M r .  M o n t a g u  : T h a t  i s  a  d e b a t i n g  p o i n t .  O f  c o u r s e ,  i f  w e
c o u l d  g o t  a  w h o l l y  s a t i s f a c t o r y  e l e c t o r a t e  in  I n d i a ,  o n e  o f  t h e  m a in  
o b s t a c l e s  t o  c o m p l e t e  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  w o u l d  b e  r o m o v e d .

■Sir C .  Y a t e  : I s  i t  n o t  a f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  is  a b o u t  4 5  p e r  c e n t  
o f  l a w y e r s  in  a ll  t h e s e  P r o v i n c i a l  C o u n c i l s  1

M r .  M o n t a g u :  I  c a n n o t  e n d o r s e  t h a t  s t a t e m e n t  o f f  h a n d ,  b u t  1 
w o u l d  i n v i t e  m y  h o n .  a n d  g a l l a n t  f r i e n d  t o  c o m p a r e  o t h e r  
L e g i s l a t u r e s .

MOUSE OF COMMONS—16TH—18tli AVGUST 1921
Civil Service (Memorial)

S i r  J .  B r u t o n  a s k e d  t h e  S e c .  o f  S t a t e  f o r  I n d i a  w h a t  d e c i s i o n  h a s  
jo e n  a r r i v e d  a t  b y  t h e  G o v t ,  o f  I n d i a  o n  t h e  m e m o r i a l  s e n t  t o  h i m  
j  t h e  I n d i a n  C i v i l  S e r v i c e  C e n t r a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  ; a n d  w h e t h e r  hr  

w i l l  p u b l i s h  a c o p y  o f  t h o  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  R e s o l u t i o n  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  
p r o m i s e d  b y  t h e  G o v t ,  o f  I n d i a  ?

M r .  M o n t a g u  : I r e g r e t  t h a t  t h e  G o v t ,  o f  I n d i a  h a v e  n ot  f o u n d  
i t  p o s s ib l e  t o  issu e  t h e  R e s o l u t i o n  so  s o o n  as w a s  h o p e d ,  b u t  t h i s  
w i l l  b e  d o n e  a t  t h e  earliest , p o s s i b l e  m o m e n t ,  a n d  i t s  c o n t e n t s  w i l l  
b o  m a d e  a v a i la b le  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  h e r e .  M y  h o n .  f r i e n d  w i l l  n o  d o u b t  
a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  o f  t h o  is su e s  i n v o l v e d .

N o rth -W e s te rn  F ro n tie r S ituation

O n  A u g u s t  1 8 t h  S ir  W .  J o y n s o n - H i c k s  a s k e d  t h e  S e c .  o f  S t a t e  
o r  L i d i a  w h e t h e r  h e  l ias  y e t  r e c e i v e d  fu l l  r e p o r t s  as  t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  

o n  t h e  N o r t h - W e s t  F r o n t i e r  a n d  t h e  c a u s e s  a n d  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  
r e c e n t  f i g h t i n g  t h e r e  1



tN b iA  i'N P a r l i a m e n t

r  l J||k ¥ f -J  M o n t a g u  : O w i n g  t o  the  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  W a z i r i s t a n  \ r a f c d s  
d u r i n g  t h e  A f g h a n  W a r ,  an d  t h e  r e p e a t e d  r a id s  W lK s « —̂  

X ^ W t j g j p ^ r r i p d  o u t  a g a in s t  t h e  p e a c e fu l  in h a b i t a n t s  o f  o u r  f r o n t i e r  
D is tr ic ts ,  in  1 9 1 9  p u n i t i v e  o p e r a t i o n s  w o r e  u n d e r t a k e n  in W a z i r i -  
s t a n .  T h e s e  o p e ra t io n s ,  a f t e r  s o m e  s e v e r e  f ig h t in g ,  le d  t o  t h e  
o c c u p a t i o n  o f  th e  c o u n t r y  b y  o u r  fo rce s  a n d  t h e  n o m in a l  s u b m is s i o n  
o f  th e  t r ib es  t o  th e  t e r m s  i m p o s e d  u p o n  t h e m  b y  us  ; b u t  i t  c o u l d  
s c a r c e ly  b e  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  i n d e p e n d e n t  a n d  w a r l ik e  t r ib e s m e n ,  
o c c u p y in g  a m o u n t a in o u s  d i s t r i c t  r o u g h l y  ha lf  t h e  s ize  o f  S w i t z e r l a n d ,  
w o u ld  b e  s u b d u e d  a n d  b e c o m e  p e a c e fu l  c u l t i v a t o r s  a n d  t r a d e r s  w i t h 
in  a s h o r t  sp a c e  o f  t im e .  In  su ch  a c o u n t r y  i t  is t o  b e  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  
f o r  s o m e  t im e  c e r t a in  s e c t i o n  w i l l  p r o v e  r e c a l c i t r a n t ,  r e f u s in g  t o  
c o m p ly  w i t h  o u r  t e r m s  a n d  m a i n t a i n i n g  h o s t i l i t i e s  a g a in s t  us , in  th e  
h o p e  o f  t i r in g  u s  o u t  a n d  i n d u c i n g  u s  t o  w i t h d r a w  a n d  b e f o r e  th e  
t e rm s  o f  s u b m is s io n  h a v e  b e e n  fu l ly  c o m p l i o d  w i th .  T h e i r  i n t i m a t o  
k n o w l e d g e  o f  th e  in t r i c a te  c o u n t r y  in  w h ic h  t h e y  l iv e ,  a n d  t h r o u g h  
w h ic h  o u r  l o n g  l in es  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  pass, f a v o u r  s u c h  a c t i v i t i e s  
o n  t h e ir  part .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e r e  are  v a r io u s  in f lu e n c e s ,  su ch  as th e  
a c t iv i t i e s  o f  A fg h a n  a d v e n t u r e r s ,  a t  w o r k ,  in s t i g a t i n g  h o s t i l i t y  and  
r es is tan ce  ; a n d  th e  t r ib e s m e n ,  as a  w h o le ,  c a n n o t  b u t  he  i n f lu e n c e d
Ji \T-V a n t ’ c 'P a l ' o n s  r e g a r d i n g  th e  o u t c o m e  o f  th e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  o f  

o u r  M iss ion  n o w  in K a b u l .

_ b n ,  in c o n s id e r in g  th e  p a c i f i c a t i o n  o f  W a z i r i s t a n ,  t h e  p r o b le m  
T  *1 . 1" ’ d e a l t  w i t h  u n d e r  t h r e e  T r i b a l  h e a d i n g s  : — the
H ° C. ' ( l ZI11':' t*19 M a b s u d s ,  a n d  t h e  W a n a  W a z i r i s ; r e m e m b e r i n g  
r , ,  . e>e tb o  M a h s u d a  ar e  t h e  m o s t  t u r b u l e n t ,  a n d  t h a t ,  th o r e -  

leu  a l i t u d o  in f lu e n c e s  la r g e ly  th o  d e m e a n o u r s  o f  t h e  T r i b e s 
m e n  as a w h o lo .

t l m o i V l f  :~ ~ ^ s 800,1 08 t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  s e n t  a g a in s t
th e ir  snhmia'oi ' "  r ®*c ^ e<̂  D a t t a  K h e l ,  t h e  T o c h i  W a z i r i s  t e n d e r e d  
w it h  in  m u  ° 1* r ^  j6 , t e rn l8 i m p o s e d  u p o n  t h e m  w e r e  c o m p l i e d  
th e se  T r ih n sm  ’ U - 0.V ! 10 w i t h d r a w a l  o f  o u r  fo r o o  f r o m  D a t t a  K h e l  
u p o n  t h e m 'n r  t '"  'l1 Pr*.*’°  c o m p l e t e  t h e  p a y m e n t  o f  t h e  f in es  l e v i e d
n ot ion  Tii iii Pa ■v '' t , l e  b a la n c e  o f  t h e  r i f l e  d e m a n d e d .  T h e i r  
K n l ,ul iip,-r.fi. r  ! n  )n t ®d t o  t h e i r  d e s i r e  t o  a w a i t  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h o  
W  z j i i -  v ; i i '1 1011 ■’ ail<* ’ *• 19 t o  h e  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  r a id s  b y  t h o  T o c b i  
t o n o s e l  w h i ^  ! nUV n ti l  D a t t a  K h e l  is o c e u p t e d  b y  us , a  

77 m i  8 n o w  1)61118 c o n s i d e r e d .
J i  t h e  M l i , !. : ~ A s  t h «  r e s u l t  Of o u r  p a s t  o p e r a t i o n  in  1 9 1 9 - 1 9 2 0 ,
'*[ , I , -l1 av e  E m i t t e d  t o  o u r  t e rm s  e x c e p t  t h r o e  s e c t i o n s

no triDo. these sections amount to between 2 ,0 0 0 —3,000 fight-
in ; ;  m e n  o u t  o f  a  to ta l  M a h s u d  s t r e n g t h  o f  2 0 ,0 0 0 ,  a n d ,  as t b o y  l i v e  in  

iu m o re  r e m o t e  va l le y s ,  a n d  h a v e  n o t  y e t  r e c e i v e d  a d e q u a t e  p u n i s h 
m e n t ,  t u e y  continue t h e i r  r a id s  a n d  a t t a c k s  u p o n  convoys, t h o u g h



/ # / f f t u V l V l  InVBRPELIa Tide's' ' . ‘ I Q T
\. \ tj^ac.t.ihat- wo have a brigade in the heart of the Mahsud coiinVy j  
' » ” 1151 V^eHing distance of Makin, their.most important, villageVnmi

already had the effect of bringing about an- almost entire cessation 
of raids by Mahsuds in the Zhob and Dera Ismail Khan districts, 
which in the past were the cause of so much loss to tho peaceful 
inhabitants of these areas.

Attacks by these recalcitrant sections upon our posts have 
almost invariably been unsuccessful, and their efforts aro now chiefly 
confined to attempts against convoys, which offer greater prospect 
Oi success. A convoy moving through a mountainous country with 
its long line of animal transports is vulnerable and not easy to 
protect ; but it is hoped that this difficulty will be greatly decreased 
when the road now being built to Ladha is complete, enabling 
mechanical transport to replace the long convoys of animals.

'Jhc JlduUaia \—The most truculent of these three recalcitrant 
sec tons of the Mahsuds have, since our brigade near Makin shelled 

a place, sent in to ask for a truce, and there are indications that 
tiey too are awaiting events in the hope that something to their 

beneht may result from the Kabul negotiations. Both the Tocbi 
and Vvana Waziria fear the Mahsuds, and, in addition to awaiting 

ie outcome of events at Kabul, are reluctant to make any definite 
move until they see what our policy towards the Mahsuds is to be.

• , ^  IVana IVtwins These tribesmen submitted to our terms
it t ‘0U  ̂ ?UI1̂ ve expedition boing necessary, but owing to tho 
folk \L'hS ^ ^ lan adventurers and recalcitrants amongst thier own 
h id t„ liea,00 party wa3 over-ruled and operations against them 

be undertaken in Decomber, 1920.
but mariv -̂p68 t l̂ou 'mPOsed upon them have been paid up in full, 
too are y0t remai" to handed in, and it is clear that they
noted th t L"? evonts at: Kabul. At the same time it should be 
in 1SQ4. i i ' r 00uiltry was taken over by us at their own request 
withdr aII|  ̂ 'e the tribe would be greatly averse to our

awal, and consequently they showed little activity against us.
\y . l' brief it may ]j9 8tated that our present disposition in 
thaflri8*aU ^'ves a good hold upon the country in general and 
until pommunications improve that hold will become more firm, 
tact! 10 Im° rec;llc'trant minority will see that their guerilla 
find' * nl<i n° av?'b ^he majority who are peacefully inclined will 
end 8tnr oyment in increasing numbers as Khassadars and Escorts 
become r°af mah'n8> ar>d eventually, it is hoped, the district will 
re:iu)t t)Q'" acpful and prosperous. In no circumstances could such a 
Under „„0^1.,0cted immediately after our punitive operations, and 

13 ,n8 conditions tho eventual pacification of the country

•,V\ - ^  ^
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\~. Vh^ fo nd^ubtodly been delayed by the uncertainty of our po$iatin|
' tis-avis Afghanistan and by the activities of Afghan adventurers^V-^—̂

Mr. Gandhi.
Viscount Curzon asked the Secretary of State for India whether 

his attention has been drawn to a declaration made by Gandhi to 
the effect that he can clearly see the time coming when ho must 
refuse obedience to every single State-made law, even though there 
may be certainty of bloodshed ; whether this statement is equivalent 
to a declaration of open rebellion ; whether the same individual is 
directly or indirectly responsible for most of the revolutionary 
disturbances which have taken place in India during the last ew 
years ; and, if so, what action he now proposes to take 1

Mr. Montagu ; I have seen the Press extracts to which 
the question refers. I would call the Noble Lord’s attention to the 
answer I gave him on 6th April and the 12th July, and also to my 
answers to the bon. Member for East-bourne (Mr. Gwynne), on t o 
17th and 24th November last with regard to the last part of the 
question. I will send the Noble Lord copies of these replies.

HOUSE OF COMMONS—2BIH OCTOBER 1921.
Moplah Rebellion.

Sir W. Joynson-Hieks asked theJSecretary of Stato for India 
whether he is prepared to make a full statement of the troubles 
arising from the Moplah rebellion ; and whether he is satisfied that 
steps have been taken to protect the lives and property of His 
Majesty’s subjects in the event of risings in other parts of India1?

Sir J. D. Rees asked the Secretary of State for India whether 
he can give the House any information regarding the situation in 
Malabar.

Captain Viscount Curzon asked the Secretary of State for India 
whether he can state the number of casualties due to revolutionary 
violence in India during the War ; and what is tbo present stato of 
affairs in the Moplah areal

Mr. Montagu : As the House is, 1 think, aware, I have already 
published and am publishing all the information in regard to these 
disturbances as I receive it by telegram from India. I think, 
however, that the information should be brought officially before 
the notice of the House, and to that end I am having prepared 
and hope to present within the next few days a White Paper 
containing the essence of the reports I have received. I fear 
that owing to the inherent difficulties of the countries, we must 
anticipate that the operations required to put an end to the 
diaturbaucos may take some little time. I will, of course, keep the

INDIA IN PARLIAMENT ftt. O F ^ f y



WTEBPELLJ'floM  ( O T

• J J ^ e î or,ne;1 aa ! °  t k a u ' P rogress ,  a n d  p r o p o s e  t o  s u p p l e m e ^ M  i 
\ ^ H j ^ I t € ( ^ a p e r  from  t im e  t o  t im e  as m a y  b e  n ec e ssa ry .

, • W i t h  regard  to  th e  first  p a r t  o f  q u e s t io n  N o .  2, t b e  G o v t ,  in
I n d ia  have  th e  fu l les t  sen se  o f  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t b e  l iv e s  a n d  
P r o p e r ty  o f  th o s e  w i th  w h o s o  p r o t e c t i o n  th e y  are  c h a r g e d .  1 w o u ld  
r e fe r  th e  hon .  B a r o n e t  t o  th e  s t a t e m e n t  m a d e  b y  t h o  V i c e r o y  in  th e  
C o u n c i l  o f  S ta te  on  the  3 rd  S e p t e m b e r ,  o f  w h i c h  I w i l l  s e n d  h im  a 
c o p y .  A s  r e g a r d s  th e  first p a r t  o f  q u e s t i o n  N o .  7 , I a m  n o t  a b le  to  
su pp ly  f igures as to  the  n u m b e r  o f  p e r s o n s  w h o s o  d e a t h  o r  in ju r ie s  
m a y  h a v o  b e e n  a t t r ib u ta b le  to  r e v o lu t i o n a r y  v i o le n c e  as d i s t i n c t  f r o m  
o r d in a r y  c r im e  d u r i n g  the  p e r i o d  o f  th e  W a r .  B u t  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n 
t a in e d  in  th e  R e p o r t  o f  the  S e d i t i o n  C o m m i t t e e ,  C o m m a n d  P a p e r  
9 1 9 0  o f  1 9 1 8 ,  will  p e r h a p s  p ar t ia l ly  m e e t  the. N o b l e  L o r d ’ s p u r p o s e ,  

will  s e n d  h im  a m a r k e d  copy .
S i r  J .  I), R ees . ]n  the W h i t e  P a p e r  th at  th e  r ig h t  h o n .  G e n t l e 

m an  p ro p o se s  t o  lay  on  the  T a b l e  w i l l  he g i v e  in f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d in g  
o f o r c ib le  c o n v e r s i o n  o f  H in d u s  to  M u h a m m a d a n i s m ,  as t o  w h ic h  

111 o r m a tio n  is r a th er  w a n t i n g ?
Mr. M o n t a g u  : 1 c a n n o t  sp e a k  f r o m  m e m o r y .  W h a t  I p r o p o s e  

0 P u b l ish  as a W h i t e  P a p e r  is a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  th e  t e l e g r a m s  I h a v o

n n n T re d ' r rA s  m y  hon F r i e n d  k n o w a ' t h e r e  bas  b e e n  a c o n s id e r a b le  
lu m b e r  o f  f o r c ib le  c o n v e r s io n s .

m anvCi°l0nel  S Lr G  Y a t 6 ,: C a n  th e  r ig h t  h o n - G e n t l e m a n  s ta te  h o w  
any t r o o p s  an d  a r m e d  p o l ice  are  e m p l o y e d  in  th is  M o p la h  a r e a  ?

r«fto  V r ' ^ 0 n â gu  • f c a n n o t  s ta te  th a t .  [ a m  n o t  su re  w h e th e r ,  o n  
n e c t i o n  th e  r ig h t  hon .  B a r o n e t  w i l l  t h i n k  t h a t  i t  w o u ld  b e  w ise  

t h / n 8 t h ® 1,1 f o r m a t io n .  A l l  t r o o p s  t h a t  are  n e ce ssa ry  a n d  fo r  w h ic h  
c  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  M a d r a s  has a sk e d  h a v e  b e e n  se n t ,  

n o t  G a p t a ’ n, E d g e  : D o e s  tho  u n f o r t u n a t e  r is in g  a m o n g  th e  M o p l a h s  
p r o v e T ®  t h °  " e c e s s i ty  o f  k e e P,n g  a  firm h a n d  on  I n d ia  a n d  o f  
|h a n t i n g  a g i ta to r s  fr o m  this c o u n t r y  s p r e a d in g  d i s c o n t e n t  a m o n g

I n d i a ?  V6S H a s ,1 0 t  the  t lm e  d r i v e d  f o r a  s e iz u r e  o f  A r m s  in

d u t  Mfr ' , M o n t a g u  : T h e r e  nevelr has b e e n  a n y  d o u b t  t h a t  i t  is t h e
rebellion G ° Vfc' l °  d e a l  f irm ly  W' th  outbreal58 s u ch  as th e  M o p l a h

HOUSE OF COMMONS—1ST NOVEMBER 1931
The Press Act

W c r e S i.u C,' Y f te  a sk e d  the  S e c r f l f o ry  o f  S t a t e  f o r  I n d i a  w h ic h  
recn i f -  ° Ca G o v e r n m e n t s  in  I n d ia  w h o  e x p r e s s e d  th o  o p i n i o n ,  
o f  \ v  111 k °  E e Po r f  ° f  Hie C o m m i t t e e  a p p o in t e d  h y  th o  G o v t .  

* u d ia  t o  e x a m in e  t h e  I n d ia n  P ress  A c t  o f  1 8 6 7 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  a n d



■ V l E y ? ,  tli&y tha  r e t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  A c t  o f  1 9 1 0  w as  d e s i r a b le  irr5jje| 
\%^Tterh§’ts / o f  la w  a n d  o r d e r  ; f o r  w h a t  r o a s o n  the  G o v t ,  o f  ln d r a * ^ ^  

^ ' ' p ^ p o f e t o  r e p e a t  th e se  A c t ,  a n d  in  the  c a se  o f  S e d i t i o u s  d o c u 
m e n t s  c o n f i s ca te d  b y  o r d e r  o f  t h e  loca l  G o v e r n m e n t  t o  a l l o w  th e  
r i g h t  o f  a p p e a l  a n d  to  p u t  th e  o n u s  o f  p r o o f  t h a t  th e  d o c u m e n t  is 
s e d i t i o u s  u p o n  th e  lo ca l  g o v e r n m e n t  in s t e a d  o f  p u t t i n g  th e  o n u s  
o f  p r o v i n g  t h a t  the  d o c u m e n t  is n o t  s e d i t i o u s  u p o n  t h e  o w n e r  o r  
a u t h o r  ; w h y  t h e  p r e s c r ib e d  t e r m  o f  i m p r i s o n m e n t  is t o  b e  r e d u c e d  , 
an d  w h y  the  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d ia  d e s i r e s  t o  d i v e s t  i t s e l f  o f  ' h e  
s a f e g u a r d s  it  n o w  p ossesses  a g a in s t  t h e  sp r e a d  o f  s e d i t i o n  j u s t  a t  
t h e  p re s e n t  t im e  w h e n  s e d i t i o n  i 3 s o  r i f e  in  I n d i a ?

M r .  M o n t a g u  :— I fe a r  1 c o u ld  n o t  g i v e  m y  h o n .  a n d  g a l l a n t  
f r i e n d  th e  in f o r m a t i o n  f o r  w h i c h  he ask s  w i t h i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  an 
oral  rep ly .  1 am  h a v in g ,  t h e r e fo r e ,  a  fu l l  s t a t e m e n t  p r e p a r e d  a n d  
w i l l  c i r c u la t e  i t  w h e n  c o m p l e t e  in th e  O F F I C I A L  R E P O R T S .

The following is the statement mentioned : —

A l l  th e  lo c a l  G o v e r n m e n t s  ( e x c e p t  M a d r a s  a n d  B o m b a y  w h ic h  
f a v o u r e d  r e p e a l  o f  t h e  P re ss  A c t  a n d  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  s a f e g u a r d s  o f  
a n o th e r  k i n d )  a d v o c a t e d  t h e  r e t e n t i o n  o f  th e  P re s s  A c t  in  so m e  
fo rm ,  B u t  as s t a t e d  in  th e  C o m m i t t e e ’ s r e p o r t ,  t h e r e  w a s  c o n s i d e r 
ab le  d iv e r g e n c e  o f  o p i n i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e m  as to  th e  n a tu r e  o f  the  
m o d i f i c a t i o n  w h ic h  s h o u ld  be  m a d e .

i f  is n o t  p r o p o s e d  to  re p e a l  th e  A c t  o f  1 8 6 7 ,  a n d  t h e  r e p e a l  o f  t ha 
A c t  o f  1 9 1 0  is to  b e  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  th e  r e - e n a c t m e n t ,  w i t h  c o r t a in  
m o d i f i c a t i o n s ,  o f  s o m e  o f  its  p r o v is io n s .  O n e  o f  tho  p r o v i s i o n s  
to  b e  r e ta in e d  is the  p o w e r  t o  o r d e r  t h e  f o r f e i t u r e  o f  s e d i t i o u s  
d o c u m e n t s ,  a n d  a lo n g  w it h  th is  i t  is  a lso  p r o p o s e d  t o  r e t a in  the
r i g h t  of  a p p e a l  a g u in t  su ch  an o r d e r  ' o  a sp e c ia l  b e n c h  o f  t h e
H i g h  C o u r t ,  w h ic h  is  a l l o w e d  b y  t h e  A c t  o f  1 9 1 0 .  T h e  p r o p o s a l
to  p lace  o n  th e  G o v e r n m e n t  th e  o n u s  o f  p r o v i n g  t h e  s e d i t i o u s  
c h a r a c t e r  o f  th e  d o c u m e n t s  s e i z e d  i s  ba se d  o n  t h e  g e n e r a l  p r i n c i p l0 
t h a t  th e  b u r d e n  o f  p r o o f  lies o n  th e  p r o s e c u t i o n  a n d  o n  t h o  c o n 
s id e r a t i o n  t h a t  d o c u m e n t s  —  t h e  s e d i t i o u s  c h a r a c t e r  o f  w h i c h  t h e
G o v e r n m e n t  is n o t  in  a p o s i t i o n  t o  p r o v e — m a y  r e a s o n a b l y  a n d  in 
g e n e r a l  be  a ss u m e d  to  be  d o c u m e n t s  w h i c h  d o  n o t  s e r io u s ly  o f f e n d  
a g a in s t  th e  law  o f  s e d i t i o u .

A s  r e g a r d s  th e  th ir d  p a r t  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  th e  o f f e n c e s  in  r e s p e c t  
o f  w h ic h  it  is p r o p o s e d  to  r e d u c e  t h e  m a x i m u m  t e r m s  o f  i m p r i s o n 
m e n t  f r o m  t w o  ye a r s  t o  s i x  m o n t h s ,  are  n o t  o f f e n c e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  
la w  o f  s e d i t i o n ,  b u t  b r e a c h e s  o f  th o  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  R e g i s t r a t i o n  
A c t  o f  1 8 6 7 ,  su ch  as fa i lu r e  t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  th e  r e q u i r e m e n t  o f  
d e c la r a t io n  o f  p u b l i s h e r s  a n d  p r in te r s  m  d  t o  d i s p l a y  th o s e  n a m e s  
o n  p u b l i s h e d  w o r k s ,  Such o f f e n c e s  ( w h i c h  are  c o m m o n l y  p u n is h e d
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INTERPELLATIONS
r .  V ,’ , ? n d  j ° fc b y  ' rQPr ’ s o n m 6n t )  w o u l d  s e e m  t o  b e  a d e i \ ! « L ] S ’

r e d u c e d  t e r m  o f  i m p r i s o n m e n t  as o r d e r e d .  -J
r e g a r d s  th e  last  p a r t  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e

?  l e n 6 t h  b y  th a  C o m m i t t e e  w h o s e  v i e w s  t h e  
G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  h a v e  a c c e p t e d .

R ep re ssive  A cts ,

o i r  C .  Y a t e  a s k e d  t h e  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  w h e t h e r ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  
th at  t h e  M o p l a h  r e b e ls  a r e  r e p o r t e d  t o  b e  o u t  f o r  a  g e n e r a l  a n d  
m e r c i le s s  c a m p a ig n  o i  m u r d e r ,  l o o t i n g  a n d  fo r c ib l e  c o n v e r s i o n ,  th e  
G o v e r n m e n t  w i l l  a d v i s e  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  n o t  t o  p r o c e e d  
" i t h  t h o ir  p r o p o s e d  B i l l  f o r  t h o  i m m e d i a t e  r e p e a l  o f  c e r t a i n  
r e p r e s s iv e  A c t s  t h a t  a r c  n o w  o n  t h e  I n d i a n  S t a t u t e  B o o k  a n d  t h u s  
t o  d i v e s t  t h e m s e lv e s  o f  t h o  p o w e r s  to  r e p r e s s  t h is  o r  a n y  o t h e r  
r e b e l l i o n  t h a t  t h e y  n o w  h a v e ,  e s p e c ia l l y  as  t h e  V i c e r o y  h a s  
e x p r e s s e d  h im s e l f  as c o n s c i o u s  t h a t  t h e  n e e d  o f  s p e c ia l  p o w e r s  m a y  
a g a in  ar ise  in  t h e  f u t u r e  ?

M r.  M o n t a g u  I a m  in  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  
° .  lnrlla  o n  tb e  m a t t e r ,  a n d  I c a n  m a k e  n o  s t a t e m e n t  a t  t h o  p r e s e n t  
t im e .  1 w o u ld  say ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  I d o  n o t  a c c e p t  m y  h o n .  a n d  
g a l la n t  F r i e n d ’ s s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  B i l l ,  i f  p a s s e d ,  w o u ld  
M v e s ^  . e g o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  o f  t h e i r  p o w e r s  t o  r e p r e s s  r e b e l l i o n  : 
a n d  th at  t h e  o p u n o n  b e  a t t r i b u t e s  t o  th a  V i c e r o y  is in  f a c t  t h a t  o f  

r .1 ° ' ’ 0 l n m e nt  o f  B e h a r  a n d  O r is sa ,  as  s h o w n  in p a r a g r a p h  2 3  
o f  t h e  R e p r e s s i v e  L a w s  C o m m i t t e e  R e p o r t ,

th e  ^°yn®011 H i c k s  :— H a v i n g  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f

I r r a i S  W t h - ° P J ' "  1" <lia’ tho r i g h t  h o n .  G e n t l e m a n
C o m m i t t e e  o n  l V d L °  A f f '°  8h° l?k l  b e  r e f e r r e d  t0 t h e J o i n t  S e l e c t

w h e t h e r  i t  is d e s i r a b le  ki t h e ' i n t "  t h ° y  “ ay  °vOIla{d0r
l e g is la t io n  s h o u ld  b o  c a r r ie d  o u t  ? c o u n t r y ' S

r p c a n f l r ^  ? o e s  - r . 11"  n o t  a  s p e c ia l l y  a p p o i n t e d  C o m m i t t e e  
r  on  L  T  ° D f t “ a t t o r - a n d  d i d  i t  r e c o m m e n d  t h e

of them ? 80m6 6 r0preesive Aots- or l6ast of 0116

t j . ^ r‘  ^ o n t a g a  . I b e h o v e > t h a t  t h e  h o n .  B a r o n e t  is  a c c u r a t e ,  b u t  

W i n  n ° C j6 ?  b r  th a !  a ^ oct:s i'?16 q u e s t i o n  w h i c h  w a 3 p u t  t o  n w .  
t h e  “  t0r t h «  aU p p len ie l l ta ry  q u e s t i o n  p u t  b y  t h e  h o n .  B a r o n e t
•Juinr n  W  ,0 r  l w , o k e " hani  ( S i r  W .  J o y  neon  H i c k s )  a b o u t  th o  
a g r l n ' ♦ r a i t t e a ’ 1 " e v e r  u n d e r t o o k ,  w h e n  a s k in g  P a r l i a m e n t  t o  
H a t i o u ' o f  j  t b e  ^ o ln a l i t t a e ' tHab i t  s h o u l d  a ss is t  in  t h e  a d m in i s -

6(a )
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l *  \ J jJkCojo lre l  W e d g w o o d  : W a s  n o t  th is  l e g i s la t i o n  i n t e n d e d  i o V d e u h  
V ^ ^ ^ t f t l i e ' / i n t e l l i g e n t s i a ,  a n d  n o t  w i t h  t h e  M o p l a h s ?  J

X < ^ 2 ^ 2 ^  L a w  and O rd e r.

S i r  W .  J o y n s o n - H i c k s  a s k e d  th e  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  w h e t h e r  h is  
a t t e n t i o n  has b e e n  c a l le d  t o  th e  N o t i c e  o f  a M o t i o n  r e la t in g  t o  I n d ia  
s t a n d in g  in  th e  n a m e s  o f  th e  h o n .  M e m b e r  f o r  T w i c k e n h a m  a n d  
o t h e r s — “ th a t  th is  H o u s e  v i e w s  w i t h  g r a v e  c o n c e r n  t h e  p r e s e n t  
s ta te  o f  I n d ia ,  a n d  u r g e s  u p o n  his  M a j e s t y ’ s G o v e r n m e n t  to  t a k e  
i m m e d i a t e  s t e p s  to  r e -e s t a b l i s h  la w  a n d  o r d e r  in t h a t  c o u n t r y  - 
an d  w h e n  h e  w i l l  g i v e  a d a y  fo r  i ts  d i s c u s s i o n  ?

T h e  L e a d e r  o f  th e  H o u s e  ( M r .  C h a m b e r l a i n )  : A s  t h is  q u e s t i o n  
re la tes  t o  th e  b u s in e s s  o f  th e  H o u s e ,  m y  h o n .  f r i e n d  w i l l  n o t  b e  
su rp r ise d  i f  I a n s w e r  it . I h a v e  se e n  t h e  N o t i c e  o f  M o t i o n ,  t o  
w h i c h ,  in  v i e w  o f  b o t h  o f  th e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  a n d  t h e  
n u m b e r  o f  s ig n a tu r e s  a t t a c h e d  to  i t ,  H is  M a j e s t y ’ s G o v e r n m e n t  
h a v e  g iv e n  c a r e fu l  c o n s id e r a t i o n .  I s h o u l d  b e  g l a d  i f  m y  h o n .  
f r i e n d  w o u ld  b e  g o o d  e n o u g h  t o  c o n f e r  w i t h  m o  b e f o r e  t a k i n g  fu r t h e r  
a c t io n .

S i r  W .  J o y n s o n - H i c k s  : W o u l d  i t  b o  c o n v e n i e n t  f o r  m y  r i g h t  
h o n .  f r i e n d  t o  see  m y s e l f  a n d  t w o  o r  t h r e e  o f  m y  f r i e n d s  th is  
a f t e r n o o n  ?

M r .  C h a m b e r la in  : Y e s  ; I a m  a t  m y  h o n .  F r i e n d ’ s d is p o s a l  
im m e d i a t e l y  a f te r  q u e s t i o n s .

(See also p. SO).

Prosecution (B h a g a lp u r G ra n t Case.)

S ir  C .  Y a t e  a s k e d  the S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  f o r  I n d i a  w h o  w e r e  tb o  
local o f f ic ia ls  of  B h a g a lp u r  w h o  w e r e  r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  t b e  p r o s e c u t i o n  
° t  M r .  G r a n t  in the  case  in w h ic h  th e  C o u r t  e n t i r e l y  e x o n e r a t e d  
M r.  G r a n t ,  a n d  a n i m a d v e r t e d  u p o n  t h e  u n s a t i s fa c t o r y  m a n n e r  in 
w h ic h  th e  case  h a d  b e e n  in v e s t ig a t e d  b y  t b e  B h a g a l p u r  a u t h o r i t i e s  ; 
a n d  h a t  steps  h a v e  b e e n  t a k e n  b y  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d ia  in  t h e  
m a t t e r ?

A la jor  B a r n s t o n  ( C o m p t r o l l e r  o f  t h e  H o u s e h o l d )  : T h e  G o v e r n 
m e n t  o f  B ih a r  an d  O r is sa  r ig h t ly  t o o k  a  v e r y  s e r i o u s  v i e w  o f  the  
m u r d e r  b y  v i l la g e rs  o f  G u r k h a  w a t c h m e n  e n g a g e d  b y  M r.  G r a n t  
a n d  in s t i t u t e d  th ese  p r o s e c u t i o n s .  T b o  p e r s o n s  a c c u s e d  o f  t a x i n g  
p a r t  in  t b e  assau lt  o n  t h e  G u r k h a s  w e r e  c h a r g e d  w i t h  m u r d e r ,  r i o t  
a n d  d a c o i ty  ; t h e  M e ssrs .  G r a n t  w i t h  o r g a n i s i n g  an u n l a w f u l  
a s s e m b ly  ; an d  t h e  G u r k h a s  a n d  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  w h o  a c c o m p a n i e d  
t h e m  w i t h  f o r m i n g  an u n la w f u l  a s s e m b ly .  M y  r i g h t  h o n .  F r i e n d  
has n o t  r e c e i v e d  a r e p o r t  o f  th e  j u d g m e n t ,  w h i c h ,  h e  u n d e r s t a n d s ,

’ Go% \
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(| ( I f P l  • I N ' I E R F E L L a Tl O M I  ( n | 5
V \  # 7 j ™ e r f  t h e  M e s m .  G r a n t .  T h e  c a s e  w a s  o n e  i ^ i h i  

' ’ , q u , r y  w a s  d e s i r a b le .  M y  r i g h t  h o n .  F r i e n d d ^ T  
t b a t  t h o  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  h a s  t a k e n  a n y  a c t i o n .

C iv il  S e rv ic e s — N e w  P ensio n R u le s

S i r  W  J o y n s o n - H i c k s  e n q u i r e d  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  a b o u t  
t h e  n e w  r u le s  f o r  th e  p r e m a t u r e  r e t i r e m e n t  o f  I .  C .  S . m e n  0il  n rn- 
p o r t i o u a t e  p e n s i o n .  F

M r .  M o n t a g u  in  r e p l y  g a v o  t h e  R e s o l u t i o n  i s s u e d  o n  t h e  8th  
N o v e m b e r  1 9 2 1  b y  t h e  G o v t ,  o f  I n d i a  w i t h  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  
S e c r o t a r y  o f  S t a t e  in  C o u n c i l .

HOUSE OF COMMONS— ST 11 NOVEMBER 1921.
Trade Unions

S i r  C .  Y a t e  a s k e d  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  f o r  I n d i a  w h e t h e r  
c o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t  m a n y  o f  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  T r a d e  U n i o n s  in  I n d i a  a r e  
s t a t e d  t o  b e  l i t t le  m o r e  t h a n  s t r i k e  c o m m i t t e e s ,  a n d  in  v i e w  o f  t h e  
A c t s  o f  v i o l e n c e  a n d  i n t i m i d a t i o n  w h i c h  h a v e  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  a  la r g e  
p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  d i s p u t e s  in  w h i c h  t h o s e  c o m m i t t e e s  h a v e  b e e n  
c o n c e r n e d  i t  is th e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  t o  p r o c e e d

n h i S  a n d T ,  W  F u T e °  g i v i n g  le g a l  s ta t , la  t0 T r a d e  U n i o n s  
c o u l d  b e ’ m i l  rh 6 ?  V* ° a g ° n 0 y  s u c h  a  ‘ h a t  n o  a c t
w a l d l  r .  hB 8I ° u n d  °! a ®’ a ,m  011 T r a d e  U n i o n  f u n d s  u n l e s s  i t
r  a ! ?  l T d  h 8 - G ° Ve r i l i n g  B o d y  h a s  s a n c t i o n e d  t h e

r.ki"p™7L8t̂ o»X%IH„a(11I0 *h; “1
m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e s e  l o o s e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  i u b l i s l  t0 ^  ^
n o  f u n c t i o n s  t o  t h e i r  g o v e r n i n g  b o d y  h e I  " °  a“ a a n d  
o f  t h e  u n f a i r n e s s  t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  1 m  i n s i d e r  t h e  q u e s t i o n  
r r i c k e t in s  nr o f  ™ n i n »  n  ,, ® c o m m u n i t y  o f  e i t h e r  l e g a l i s i n g
P i c k e t  ng  o r  o f  p u t t i n g  t h e s e  s o - c a l l e d  T r a d e  U n i o n s  o u t s i d e  t h e  law 1

l i n e s  I n  ^ h i ^ w J l  G o v e r n m e n t  ° i  I n d i a  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  

a n d  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  W r l  FT * ° U d 1  u n d e r t a k o u  f o r  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n

f h e tten l , \ i ° r t h °  l f S “ l a l , ° “ ' ' ,  ' .Of1 "  ” » » ' i  b o  p r e m . t o r ,  t o  d i ' . c o m

o f  fch S ?°T n a l W TTd g W 0 0 d :  l th,°  q u e s t i o n  j u s t i f i e d  in  s a y i n g  t h a t  m a n y  
lh e a e  l r a d e  U n l0 I ls  a l e  l i t t l e  m o r e  t h a n  “ S t r i k e  C o m m i t t e e s ”  ?

q  u e s ^ J j  M o n b a g u :  1 a m  n o t  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  w o r d i n g  o f  t h e



( I f  W  Y § '  In d ia  in  p a r l ia m e n t  [ n .  o w B t T .

’ «SS/ J ’ Seditious Leaflets (Indian Army) I
X J * ,  .W,«^P» C .  Y a t e  a sk e d  the  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  f o r  I n d i a  w h a t  s t e p s  

h a v e  b e e n  ta k e n  to  p u t  a s t o p  t o  t h e  c i r c u l a t i o n  o (  l e a f le t s  in  I n d i a  
t a m p e r i n g  w i t h  the  lo y a l t y  o f  th e  I n d i a n  A r m y  ; h o w  m a n y  o f  th e  
a u t h o r s  a n d  p r in te r s  o f  th ese  l e a f le t s  h a v e  b e e n  p r o s e c u t e d  a n d  w i t h  
w h a t  r e s u l t ;  a n d  w h e t h e r  a n y  o f  th o s e  w h o  s ig n e d  th e s e  le a f le t s  
h a v e  b e e n  a l l o w e d  t o  g o  f r e e ?

M r.  M o n t a g u  : T h i s  m a t t e r  has e n g a g e d  t h e  c lo s e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  
t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d ia  a n d  lo c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s .  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  
th e  o n l y  l e a f l e t  o f  t h is  n a tu r e  t h a t  has c o m e  t o  n o t i c e  h a s  b e e n  
p r o s c r ib e d  u n d e r  S e c t i o n  12  o f  t h e  P r e s s  A c t .  T h e r e  w e r e  no  
s ig n a t u r e s  o n  th e  le a f le t ,  t h o u g h  a f e w  n a m e s  are  m e n t i o n e d  in  i t  
o u t  o f  a  v e r y  la r g e  n u m b e r  w h o  are  r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  s i g n e d  t h e  
“  f a t w a , ”  e x t r a c t s  o f  w h i c h  th e  le a f le t s  p u r p o r t e d  t o  r e p r o d u c e .  
T h e  p ress  a t  D e l h i  w h i c h  p r i n t e d  t h e  l e a f le t ,  h a s  b e e n  o r d e r e d  t o  
g i v e  s e c u r i t y  b u t  has f a i le d  t o  d o  so  a n d  has c e a s e d  w o r k i n g .

A gitators  (B irth -p la c e s )

Gir 0 .  Y a t e  a s k e d  t h o  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  f o r  I n d i a  w h e t h e r  
M n h o m m e d  A l i  a n d  S b a u k a t  A l i  a n d  th e  f o u r  o t h e r s  w h o  i t  is r e 
p o r t e d  h a v e  b e e n  c o n v i c t e d  a n d  s e n t e n c e d  t o  t w o  y e a r s ’ r i g o r o u s  
i m p r i s o n m e n t  a r e i b y  b i r t h  s u b je c t s  o f  B r i t i s h  I n d i a  o r  o f  N a t i v e  
.States ; if the  la t te r ,  o f  w h a t  S t a t e s  ; a n d  w h a t  is t h e  b i r t h - p l a c e  a n d  
p a r e n t a g e  o f  M r .  G a n d h i  ?

M r .  M o n t a g u : M o h a m m e d  A l i  a n d  S h a u k a t  A l i  are  b y  b i r t h  
s u b je c t s  o f  th e  S t a t o  o f  R a m p u r  in  t h e  U n i t e d  P r o v i n c e s .  A l l  t h e  
o ' h e r  a c c u s e d  ar e  d e s c r i b e d  as r e s i d e n t s  o f  p la c e s  in  B r i t i s h  I n d ia .  
M i ,  G a n d h i  s fa th e r  w a s  t h e  D i w a n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  P o r e b a u d a r  in 
K a t h i a w a r .

, . ' ^ a v ' 80n : W i l l  t h e  r i g h t  h o n .  G e n t l e m a n  c o n s i d e r  th e
a d v i s a b i l i t y  o f  d e p o r t i n g  G a n d h i  t o  h is  N a t i v e  S t a t e ,  t o  see  w h e t h e r  
t h a t  N a t i v e  S t a t o  c a n  d e a l  w i t h  h im  ?

M i .  S p e a k e r  ; T h a t  d o e s  n o t  ar ise  o u t  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n .

M o p la h  R e b e llio n .

C a p ta in  V i s c o u n t  C u r z o n  a s k e d  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t o  f o r  I n d i a  
w h e t h e r  tba  s i tu a t io n  in M a la b a r  s h o w s  as  y e t  a n y  s ig n  o f  i m p r o v e 
m e n t  o r  o t h e r w is e  ?

M r .  M o n t a g u : I h a v e  n o t  f o r  s o m e  d a y s  p a s t  r e c e i v e d  a n y  
g e n e r a l  r e v ie w  o f  t h e  p o s i t i o n .  O n  t h e  2 1 t h  O c t o b e r  t h e  G o v e r n 
m e n t  o f  I n d i a  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  G e n e r a l  O f f i ce r  C o m m a n d i n g  t h e  
M a d r a s  d i s t r i c t  w as  sa t i s f ie d  w i t h  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  b u t  n e e d e d  m o r e  
‘j ' o ' i p s ,  w h i c h  w e r e  b e i n g  sen t ,  in  o r d e r  to  b r i n g  th e  o p e r a t i o n s  t o  a 
c lo s e  as s o o n  as p o s s ib l e ,  T h e  la s t  r e c e i v e d  r e p o r t s  cover t h e  four
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K ' X ^ S ^ l 01 O c t o b e r ,  a n d  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  t r o o p s  a n d  p o l i c e -1 j  
X k ^ r ^ t f e ^ n g a g e d  in  l o c a t in g  a n d  c a p t u r i n g  t h e  r e b e l s ,  w h o  ar e  st i l l  

N ^ w j i g / r e s i b t a n c e ,  w h e n e v e r  t h e y  are  m e t .  In v i e w  o f  th e  d i f f i c u lty  
o f  t ra n s p o r t  in  t h e  c o u n t r y  a n d  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  i t  is 
o b v i o u s  t h a t  t h e  c o m p l e t e  p a c i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  m u s t  t a k e  t im e .

V is c o u n t  C u r z o n  : I s  t h e  r i g h t  h o n .  G e n t l e m e n  a w a r e  t h a t  th e  
c o m m u n i q u e  issu ed  b y  the  D i s t r i c t  M a g i s t r a t e  o n  t h e  4th  o f  N o v e m b e r
s o  wd  uthatv ?  re,fu g 6 6 ’ w i t h  g h a s t l y  w o u n d s  in  t h e  n e c k ,  h a d  s e e n  
oO H i n d u s  b e h e a d e d  a n d  t h e ir  b o d i e s  t h r o w n  i n t o  a w e l l  ? H a s  he 
n o  i n f o r m a t io n  a b o u t  t h is  1
W i M *> M o n t a g u :  l  t h i n k  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  b o  m o r e  c o u r t e o u s  if  the  
iNoble L o r d  ha d  g i v e n  m e  n o t i c e  o f  a  q u e s t i o n  o f  d e t a i l  o f  t h a t  
•ind. I h a v e  s t a t e d  t o  th e  H o u s e  o v e r  a n d  o v e r  a g a in  t h a t  t h e r e  
ave  b een  t h e  m o s t  s h o c k i n g  a t r o c i t i e s  c o m m i t t e d  b y  th e se  r e b e l s  

o n  lo y a l  H i n d u  f e l l o w - s u b j e c t s .

V i s c o u n t  C u r z o n :  Is n o t  th e  r i g h t  h o n .  G e n t l e m a n  a w a r e  o f  all
h v  t h ^ r  W hi0h are Polished in th e  P r e s s  which ar e  issued

£ i ! S  f 8 1 , l r a t e !  D o  n o t  1111 th e s e  t h in g s  c o m e  t o  h is  n o t i c e  in  th e  o r d i n a r y  c o u r s e  ?

t e le g r a m  c o n t a in f n f f  r °  t h e  u*®1 o f  lny  r e ® o l le ct ion  e v e r y  o ff ic ia l  
o f f i o ! 1h J h ! !  n e w s  o n  the  s u b j e c t  o f  M a la b a r  r e c e i v e d  in  m y
h a v e  b e e n  i s su e d  Fn w h o t h o r  t h e y  a r e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  w h i c h
c a b le  T h e r e  h l d l a  o r  !lr0 r e p o r t e d  b y  R e u t e r  b y  t h e  o r d i n a r y

“ “ .  t  “ r ™  t  b “ , f , “ r „  rr n ,

V i s c o u n t  C u r z o n  • Is n e t  tv.„  • , . , 
t i o n  s i x  d a y s  o ld  1 t a e  r i g 'l t  h o u .  G e n t l e m a n ’ s i n f o r m a -

M r .  M o n t a g u  : N o .

L i e u t . - C o l o n e l  C r o f t :  In  v i e w  n i  n  ■ , , ,
w il l  t h e  r ight  hon .  G e n t l e m a n  c o n s i d e r  h i  d u'rZ ° f ^

.1 . I . r i „ e  « b .  M o j l . b ,  D l w 0f H “ ballS i , r <' r i ' " S

I » I . S ‘  “ d  <* , l “  « ' * « >  o f  H o m o  B r i o  to

T h e  In dia n  R a ilw a y  C o m m itte e .

in  a  W " 8 *  M t j ° r G l y n ’ MC' M o n t a g u  3a id  t h a t  h e  w a s  n o t  y e t  
th e  IT  ,mak3 3 3);at®nil0Jl t  r e S<irfl i n g  t h e  p o l i c y  ...rising f r o m
asl J  CL° m m e u d a t l 0 " S ° '  t h ® I l ld la "  R a i l w a y  C o m m i t t i v  . H o  h a d  
w o n l V v °  U o v o n im o u fc  o f  ,11(lia fo r  S e n e w l  v i e w s  d  r e p o r t ,  a n d  it  
w w a  be u eoesaary  to  t a k e  th e  o p i n i o n  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  L e g i s l a t u r e

l ( f T P  INTB&Pe LLa  TlONS !  Q T



\. i).ot t h i n k  t h a t  i t  w o u ld  b e  r e a s o n a b le  t o  im p o s e  a d e m n l t a  .
\ \ t i m e - l i m i t  fo r  t h e ir  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  b u t  h e  w a s  c o n s t a n t l y  t e l e g r a p n i -  ^  

■ - t M L y ^ n m m u n ic a t in g  w i t h  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  o n  m o r e  u r g e n t  
m a t t e r s  r e p o r t e d  o n  b y  th e  C o m m i t t e e ,  w i t h  a  v i e w  to  a c t i o n  as s o o n  
as p o s s ib le .

Purchase of Stores

M a jo r  G l y n  a s k e d  w h a t  a c t io n  th e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  o r  th e  
I n d i a  Off ice  w e r e  t a k i n g  t o  h a s te n  t h e  o r d e r s  f o r  m a c h i n e r y ,  
m a te r ia ls ,  etc. r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  I n d i a n  R a i l w a y  a n d  T r a n s p o r t  
S e r v i c e s ,  as su ch  c o u l d  n o t  b e  a t  p r e s e n t  m a n u f a c t u r e d  in  I n d i a .

M r .  M o n t a g u  r e p l i e d  t h a t  o r d e r s  h a d  b e e n  a n d  w e r e  b e i n g  
p la c e d  u p  t o  t h e  l im i t s  o f  the  f u n d s  a l l o t t e d  f o r  e x p e n d i t u r e  o n  
th e  s e r v i c e s  c o n c e r n e d .

M a jo r  G l y n  u r g e d  the  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  o f  o r d e r s  f r o m  I n d i a  in  
o r d e r  to  g i v e  w o r k  t o  t h e  u n e m p l o y e d  in  G r e a t  B r i t a i n .

M r .  M o n t a g u  r e p l i e d  t h a t  h e  w a s  v e r y  a n x io u s  t o  d o  e v e r y t h i n g  
in  h is  p o w e r  to  d e v e l o p  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  o f  I n d ia ,  a n d  if s o m e  a r r a n g e 
m e n t  fo r  m u t u a l  a d v a n t a g e  t o  b o t h  c o u n t r i e s  w o u ld  b e  m a d e ,  he 
w o u ld  be  o n ly  t o o  d e l i g h t e d  t o  d o  e v e r y t h i n g  in  h is  p o w e r  to  
fa c i l i ta te  i t .  H e  p r o m i s e d  to  r e c e i v e  a  d e p u t a t i o n  o f  w o r k e r s .

Govt. Printing and Official Secrets.
M a jo r  G ly n  c a l l e d  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  t h e  G o v e r n 

m e n t  o f  In d ia  on  p r in t in g ,  a n d  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  i f  t h e  h a b i t  o f  h a v in g  
e v e r y  d o c u m e n t  p r i n t e d  w e r e  r e d u c e d ,  i t  w o u l d  b e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
f in ancia l  sav in g ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  s e c r e c y  o f  o f f ic ia l  d o c u m e n t s  m i g h t  
b e  p to p o r t i o u a t e ly  r e s p e c t e d .

M r .  M o n t a g u ,  in  r e p ly ,  m e n t i o n e d  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  
s e c r e t a r i a t  C o m m i t t e e ’ s r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f o r  e c o n o m y ,  a n d  sa id  
t ia t  sp ec ia l  s teps  w e r e  t a k e n  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  s e c r e c y  o f  c o n f i d e n t i a l  
d o c u m e n t s .  H e  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  75 la k h s  e x p e n d i t u r e  o n  G o v e r n -
m e n t  l i e s s e s  in  I n d i a  in  the  c u r r e n t  e s t im a t e s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  c o s t
o f  th e  staff, m a te r ia l  an d  s t o r e s ,  a n d  t h e  e s t im a te s  o f  t h e  G o v t .  I n d ia  
a n d  I  r o v in c e s  w e r e  n o w  c l o s o ly  s c r u t i n i s e d  b y  th e  r e s p e c t iv o  
L e g is la tu r e s .

M a jo r  G ly n  d e c la r e d  t h a t  n o  d o c u m e n t s  p r i n t e d  in  I n d i a  c o u ld  
b o  c o u n t e d  as a b s o lu t e ly  se c r e t ,  a n d  t h e  o n l y  w a y  t h e  d o c u m e n t s  
c o u l d  be k e p t  secre t  w a s  t o  h a v e  t h e m  t y p e - w r i t t e n .

M r.  M o n t a g u  r e p l i e d  t h a t  he  w a s  s u r p r i s e d  t o  h e a r  th at .

HOUSE OF COMMONS—9TU NOVEMBER 1921 
G o v e rn m e n t S ervants (G a n d h i Caps.)

S i r  0. Y a t e  a s k e d  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  f o r  I n d ia  w h e t h e r  
G o v e r n m e n t  s e r v a n t s  iu  I n d i a  h a v e  b e e n  w e a r i n g  G a n d h i  C ap s ,  a n d

£
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• ' ^ § f  i 1? / ’ ly  s h o w i n g  t h o i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  t h e  d i s l o y a l  f r a i l } .  ,
^ ^ Z Z a r  h a l b e S n  p e r m i t t e d  t o  m a n i f e s t  i t s e l f V a ^ h  

p  s o ’ w h e t h e i - s t e p s  h a v e  b e e n  t a k e n  t o  d i s m i s s  a ll  s u c h  m e n  f r o m  
G o v e r n m e n t  e m p l o y  a n d  t o  in s ta l  l o y a l  m e n  in t h e i r  p la c e  o r  w h T t 
h a s  b e e n  d o n e  in  th e  m a t t e r ?  p ’ aC

1 ca p s  Mhas Ms°nrea HU t  1 P ™  i n f ° r m e d  t h a t  in  B o m b a y  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e
ca p s  has s p r e a d  t o  G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  o t h e r  o f f i ces ,  t h i s  b e i n g
a s c r ib e d  in p a r t  t o  t h e  a t t r a c t i o n  o f  a  n o v e l t y  a n d  t o  s o m e  e x t e n t  

i n t i m i d a t i o n .  I o b s e r v e  a lso  f r o m  t h e  P r e s s  t h a t  t h e  G o v e r n 
m e n t  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  P r o v i n c e s  h a s  i s s u e d  o r d e r s  t h a t  G o v e r n 
m e n t  s e r v a n t s  are  n o t  t o  w e a r  t h e  c a p s  a n d  t h a t  t h i s  o r d e r
nas b e e n  a p p r o v e d  b y  th e  lo c a l  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l .  S i m i l a r

B o m b a y a P P e a r  t0 h a ' ’ e bCen iSSU° d  SOm°  G o v e r n m e , l t  o f f i ce s  ' »

L a h o re  M u n ic ip a l F ire  B rig a d e  (M r .  N e w la n d .)

vrow)S , r G ' Y a t e  a s k e d  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  f o r  I n d i a  w h e t h e r  M r  
n e w l a n d  an e x - s o l d i e r  a n d  t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  t h e  L a h o r e

! o f UL a h o r e  ^ o °  I T  ° r d ? r ° d b y  t h e  M u n i o i Pal C o m m i t t e e
G a n d h i " ,  h li!u  r L " n , f 0 r m - t h a t  i s ' u r , i f ° r m  m a d e  o f
G o v e r n m e n t  d Un ° t h ’ badg0 ° f t o  t h e  B r i t i s h
c o Z e lZ Z -  ! ' d  T  ° Ompv,e l ,0 d  t0 r e s i8'i b i s  a p p o i n t m e n t  in 
e r n m a n t  o f V  d - d ;  ' f, S° ’ whafc s,,8ps h a v e  b e e n  t a k e n  b y  t h e  G o v

for Mr Newland?’ " matt6r ^  What Pr°Vis,'° n hlS be6n made
t h a t  M r  N ^ d ^ d 1* : T b e , a n s w e r  t o  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n  is  
t o  w e a r  a  uffi  o r m  r e s t  o f  thn M u n i c i p a l  S ta f f ,  w a s  o r d e r e d
t io n  b e i n g  p a s s e d ° M r '  m, a d j  K h a k i  b o m e - s p u n .  O n  t h e  r e so lu -
t h a t  i t  w a s  i m p o s s ib l e  f o r I i® W t n d  t 0 n d e r e d  b 's  r e s i g n a t i o n ,  s t a t i n g  
w as  s u p p l e m e n t e d  h v  o h , m ,t o  a« o o p t  t h e  o r d e r .  H i s  r e s ig n a t i o n  
o f  th e  firp briem d J S ° n era l  c o m p l a i n t  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e ’ s n e g l e c t  

w a s  a c c e p t e d  T b e a p  ^  i n a d «  ° f  b i s  p a y .  H i s  r e s i g n a t i o n  
N e w l a n d  hnu Ta , ^ 0 v e r r ‘ m e n t  o f  I n d i a  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  M r .  
c f  t h e  F)pnnt p 0en .r °-.e m P l o y e d  e l s e w h e r e  o n  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  

J  h6 D e p u t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  t h e  L a h o r e  D i s t r i c t .

In d ia  (L a w  &  O rd e r)

has ™  ’ W ‘ d ° y n s ° n - N i c k s  a = k e d  t h e  L o r d  P r i v y  S e a l  w h e t h e r  he  
Nam es t ® °n s ld e r e d  t b e  M o t i o n  s t a n d i n g  o n  t h e  P a p e r s  in  t h e  
can , 10n ' M e m b e r  f o r  T w i c k e n h a m  a n d  o t h e r s  ; a n d  i f  ho

a  d a y  f o r  i t s  d i s c u s s i o n —

* n<l ia ,^ ,b a 1t f k , s  N o u s e  v i e w s  w i t h  g r a v e  c o n c e r n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a t e  o f  
to  re-pp*. I01!868 l ,P ° n H i s  M a j e s t y ’ s G o v t ,  t o  t a k e  i m m e d i a t e  s t e p s  

l sb  la w  a n d  o r d e r  in t h a t  c o u n t r y . "

«
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\ A  § 2 ?  My C h a m b e r l a i n  : Y e s  S ir .  A s  1 sa id  o n  M o n d a y  la s t ,  j
ca re ft t l ly  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  M o t i o n ,  b u t  it  is  n o t  p o s s ib l e  fo r  m e  KrTlm l 
a  d a y  io r  th e  M o t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  l im i t s  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  s i t t i n g s  o f  t h e  
H o u s e ,  a n d  I a m  b o u n d  t o  say  t h a t  in  t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  H i s  M a j e s t y ’ s 
G o v t ,  th e  p r e s e n t  m o m e n t  ia n o t  o p p o r t u n e  f o r  s u c h  a d i s c u s s i o n .

I u n d e r s t a n d  t h e r e  is g e n e r a l  a g r e e m e n t  t o  b r i n g  t h e  b u s in o s s  o f  
th e  H o u s e  t o  a c lo se  n o t  la t e r  th an  s e v e n  o ’ c l o c k  t o  m o r r o w  e v e n i n g .  
( H o n .  M e m b e r s  :— ' ‘ N o ” )  I h a v e  b e e n  l e d  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  is 
g e n e r a l  a g r e e m e n t  as t o  t h e  p r o p o s a l  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  t o  b r in g  
o u r  b u s in e s s  t o  an e n d  b y  t h e n .  ( H o n .  M e m b e r s  : N o ,  n o  ! a n d  
“ T h e r e  is t o  b e  a n o t h e r  S e s s io n  o f  t h is  H o u s e  1” ) .  1 s h o u ld  p e r h a p s
a d d  th a t ,  e v e n  if th e r e  w e r e  t i m e ,  in  t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  H i s  M a je s t y  s 
G o v e r n m e n t ,  th e  m o m e n t  is n o t  o p p o r t u n e  f o r  su ch  a  d e c i s i o n .

S i r  W .  J o y n s o n - H i c k s  : M a y  1 a s k  m y  r i g h t  h o n .  F r i e n d  if
b e  is a w a r e — I a m  su re  h e  i s — o f  t h e  g r a v e  a n x i e t y  fe l t  b y  m a n y  
M e m b e r s  o f  t h is  H o u s e  in  r e g a r d  t o  t h i s  m a t t e r  as t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  
n o  D e b a t e  o n  I n d ia n  af fa irs  th is  y e a r ,  arid w i l l  he  g i v e  us  an  u n d e r 
t a k in g  t h a t  t h e  I n d i a n  v o t e ,  th e  sa la ry  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  
fo r  I n d ia  shall  b e  s e t  d o w n  as ear ly  as  p o s s ib l e  n e x t  S e s s i o n  so  th a t  
w e  m a y  h a ve  an  e a r ly  D e b a t e ?

M r .  C h a m b e r la in  : Y e s  S ir .  O f  c o u r s e  I  a m  r e l u c t a n t  t o
g iv e  such an u n d e r t a k i n g  in  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  p r o g r a m m e  o f  a 
S e ss io n  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  w h i c h  ha s  n o t  b e g u n .  I r e c o g n i s e ,  h o w e v e r ,  
t h e  full  f o r c e  o f  w h a t  m y  r i g h t  h o n .  F r i e n d  h a s  sa id .  S i n c e  th e  
-a la r y  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  f o r  I n d i a  w a s  p la c e d  u p o n  t h e  V o t e  o f  th e  
H o u s e  in  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e  H o u s e  m i g h t  d is cu ss  t h e  m a t t e r ,  t h e  H o u s e  
hag had  n o  o p p o r t u n i t y  so  t o  d o .  I t h in k ,  h o w e v e r ,  m y  h o n .  
1? r iend  has m a d e  o u t  a g o o d  case  fo r  p u t t i n g  t h e  V o t e  d o w n  a t  an 
ear ly  d a t e ,  so  th a t  the  e a r l i e s t  p o s s ib l e  o p p o r t u n i t y  m a y  b e  g iv e n  
next. S e ss io n .

L ie u t .  C o lo n e l  A r c h e r  S b e e  : C a n  t h e  r i g h t  h o n .  G e n t l e m a n
say w h y  th is  H o u s e  is n e v e r  a l l o w e d  to discuss a  q u e s t i o n  o f  v a s t  
im p o r ta n c e  l ik e  th is ,  w h e r e a s  in p a s t  y e a r s  t h e  H o u s e  o f  C o m m o n s
has a lw a ys  b e e n  g iv e n  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  d i s o u s s in g  I n d i a n  a f fa irs , 
a n d  e sp ec ia l ly  w h e n  th ere  has b e e n  a  g r a v e  s t a t e  o f  u n r e s t  1



IN  T E  HP E L L  4 LIONS
(1  ̂ f VjUsli OF COMMONS— 10 I I I  N O V E  BIB E li  1921 > .  j
| \ ^ S W  Pun)ab Rebellion, 1919 (Treatment of Officers.) k J X j

P Sir C- Yato asked the Prime Minister if the attention of the 
Government has been drawn to the letter of Sir Michael O’Dwyer 
in the press on the tth instant, exposing the unfair treatment of 
officers, civil and military who took an active part in suppressing 
the Punjab rebellion of 1919 ; and in view of tho additional facts 
brought out in that letter, if he can state what steps the Govern
ment intend to tako to safeguard the future prospects and to prevent 
the further prosecution of these officers, British arid Indian 
who have been and are so seriously affected by the orders 
issued, as shown on page 50 of the Government’s Review of India 
in 1920?

Tho Prime Minister : I am sorry that I am not in a position 
to answer this question. 1 have not had time to go into it I will 
circulate an answor m the course of the next 24 hours.
„  W l T j "  r i g h t  h o " ’ G e n t l e m a n  a lso  l o o k  i n t o  t h e

!  1  M  f t ?  J u d 6e r "'h0 w a s  c o m Pe lIed  t o  r e t i r e  b e c a u s e  
b e  d i d  n o t  fe e l  ab lo , t o  m e e t  t h e  m a n  b e  b a d  s e n t e n c e d  to  t r a n s p o r t 
a t io n  fo r  l i f e  as  a  M u n s t e r  o f  th e  P r o v i n c e  1 p c

HOUSE OF COMMONS— 15TH D E C E M B E R  1921
M o p la h  R e b e llio n .

IndifwhetlmV’f r ^ , ^  N° tice) asked the Sec- of State b»
rises on tho situation in MalabarT^'011 t0 b6f°re the H° US6

Mr. Montagu The Whim
t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e c e i v e d  u p  t o  r  p e r  IS8ued  y e s t e r d a y  c o n t a i n s  all  

s in ce  t h a t  d a t e  n in e  o t h e r  t e l e g r a m s  w h i c h e m b 0 I \  1 haV0 r e c e i v o d  
d e t a i l e d  m i l i t a r y  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  T p  u wost. ^  
p r o g r e s s  in  c a p t u r i n g  r e b e ls  and r o r W ?  l h e y  s h o w  c o n tn n , ,3 d  
c i r c u la t e  in  t h e  O ff i c ia l  R e p o r  I  s ’ g  b e  a r e a  a f f e c t e d ‘ 1 w i ! l  
1 2 t h  D e c e m b e r ,  w i t h  o t h e r  d e ta i l s .  r y  f o r  t h e  w o r k  o n d i n g

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  is  t h e  s u m m a r y  r e f e r r e d  t o

•nOTn^B?r,ri(bGreb6h'in“ i  I '.'u fw  * " ‘ S i T T ’ "!

t'i'rato fa s h io n  t qi ' S, . lj’n" aSoment> enemy attacked in dos- 
’^  numtr f f  n W£re kllnd ; prinoil1al ,eader8. with diminish. 
V eU tio^ f ° followers, still remain to be dealt with, but their 

" 18 bocom,ng desperate, and there are increasing signs that 
6
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f (  I N D I A  I N  P A R L I A M E N T  [h. c| £ a * .
1 \ '3 c o l la p s in g  so  fa r  a t  leasr, as a c t iv e  r e s i s t a n c e  c o tm jm ie i ] .

g a n g s  p e n n e d  i n t o  h il ls  b e h i n d  M a n n a r g h a t  r o a d .  r u m n  
X ^ E a p t v a  t o  N i l a m b u r  r o a d ,  f r o m  N i l a m b u r  t o  E d a k k a r a  a n d  s o u t h 

e ast  o f  C a l i c u t  T a l u k  s u r r e n d e r s  c o n t in u e ,  a n d  t h o u g h  n u m b e r  o f  
arrns h a n d e d  in is n o t  v e r y  g r e a t ,  t h e r e  c a n  be  n o  d o u b t  t h a t  m o ra l  
ettect  is c o n s id e r a b le .  In a n o t h e r  m e ssa g e  i t  is s t a t e d  t h a t  th e  m i l i 
tary  a u th o r i t ie s  arc  a g r e e d  t h a t  if e x i s t in g  u n i t s  are k e p t  fu l l y  u p  
to  s tren gth ,  f o r  w h ic h  a r r a n g e m e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e ,  th e  n u m b e r  o f  
troop s  n o w  o n  th e  s p o t  is s u f f ic ie n t  to  d e a l  w i t h  th o s e  r e b e ls  w h o  
are  st i l l  d e f ia n t ,  t o  p r e v e n t  th e  r e b e l l i o n  s p r e a d in g ,  an d  t o  e n a b le  
th e  p e a c e fu l  e l e m e n t  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  t o  r e -a ss e r t  t h e m s e lv e s .  
O t h e r  m essages  r e p o r t  t h a t  th e  to ta l  M o p la h  ca s u a l t ie s  u p  to  th e  9 th  
D e c e m b e r  i n c l u d e d  1 ,8 2 6  k i l l e d  a n d  1 , 5 0 0  w o u n d e d ,  5 , 4 7 4  h a v e  b e e n  
c a p t u r e d  a n d  v o lu n t a r y  su r r e n d e r s  are  1 4 ,2 4 1 .  T h e r e  are  also  o t h e r  
a p p l ic a t io n s  t o  s u r r e n d e r  w h ic h  are  b e i n g  d e a l t  w i t h  in  tu rn .  T h e  
f igures in c l u d e  s u r r e n d e r s  b y  p e r s o n s  o f  e v e r y  d e g r e e  o f  c o m p l i c i t y  
f r o m  p a ss iv e  s y m p a t h y  to  a c t i v e  f ig h t in g ,  b u t  the  g a n g - l e a d e r s  a n d  
gan gs ,  as su ch ,  h a v e  n o t  yet, s u r r e n d e r e d .

Situation in Calcutta (Agitalion)

v iv e  C ° l0nel  - ^ r° h er  S h e e  : C a n  th e  r ig b t  h o n - G e n t l e m a n
w  „  06 a n y  f o r m a t i o n  as t o  th e  s i t u a t io n  in  C a l c u t t a  ?

X ' l r S f l  r ° Z “  " " th“
•»! S k “ „ l 7 0:r fn" “ 5 “ • ,s i,“ ora now b«»”

M r. \V . T h o r n e  : S h o t !

m  I n d ia .  ' n S  i , /  ? " SWer a 8 . t o  e v e r y  a« i t a , i o »
b een  arrested  fo r  breached  T V ” ,Calcutta » g , t a t o r s  w h o  h a v o  
t r ie d  in t h e  C o u r ts  8 0 a 'v are  Deing, o r  h a v e  b e e n ,

H o u 8 « rtb e d e f i i k T o n  o f  an a g i S t V ?81" 1 h ° " ’ G e n t le m a n  g iv o  th o  ! 

spare at"presentf :  1 hat would take much longer time than wo can

” 4 * “ ' » ” o , “ w .  g S K ?  r“ 0,v“ ' ' 1,6
r e p o r t  i i t  b e ^ u b l i c .  t h i " k  8° '  U  i8 3 PUbl ‘’ C in q u i r y  ; 1 t h i n k  th o
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* *le Students Enquiry Committee

A n  i m p o r t a n t  a f fa i r  in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  I n d i a n  S t u d e n t s  in  
E n g l a n d  w h o  l a b o u r  u n d e r  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  g e t t i n g  a d m i s s i o n  in  
E n g l i s h  e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  f o r  t r a i n i n g  w a s  t a k e n  
in  b a n d  b y  M r .  M o n t a g u  e a r ly  in  1 9 2 1  b u t  e n d e d  in  a  f ia s c o .  O n  

lay  l o t h .  M r .  M o n t a g u  a p p o i n t e d  a C o m m i t t e e  u n d e r  L o r d  L y t t o n  
.0 g o  i n t o  t h e  w h o lo  p r o b l e m  o f  I n d i a n  S t u d e n t s  a n d  r e p o r t  r e c o m 
m e n d a t i o n s .  T h i s  C o m m i t t e e  w o n t  o n  w i t h  i t s  w o r k  f o r  s o m e  
m o n t h s  b u t  w a s  s c r a p p e d  b y  t h o  I n d i a n  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y

VOte '*8 C03t'' w h io h  a m o u n t e d  t o  R s .  2  l a k h s  ( s e e  
, ' c „ e  .. )• A c c o r d i n g l y  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  w a s  l e f t  i n c o m -
p io t o .  i  ho  f o l l o w i n g  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  t o o k  p la c e  b e t w e e n  M r .  
M o n t a g u  a n d  L o r d  L y t t o n .

M r . M o n ta g u ’s Lette r.

M r  M o n t a g u ,  w r i t i n g  t o  L o r d  L y t t o n  f r o m  t h e  India O ff i c e

i n g  i a ' t  t t  d ter  ' h  u 8 t0 th0 a o t i o n  o f  t h e  A s s e m b l y  r e f u s -  ,n8 t o  g r a n t  t h e  d e m a n d ,  s a i d  :__

1 ' n V i t6 d  y0U U aCCept t h e  C h m 'r m a n s h ip  o f  t h i s  C o m -  
n u t t e e  a n d  y o u  w o r e  g o o d  e n o u g h  t o  a c c e p t  m y  i n v i t a t i o n  i t  
n e v e r  o c c u r r e d  t o  m e  a n y  m o r e  t h a n  u  „ „  iu  i ' '

fund?8 Myhexp3 haV0 hr,ad any ,difficulty >n'protdding'th^neccssaryLd psr„," y TiLt'r tt'rv,
T e e !  m o r e ’ e a d e S ! t e ° a l ! i d a m t )r te0 fi" r1 - ° m °  h**6V m a c h i n e r T a t
t o  f in d  in  t h is  c o u n t r y  t h e  e d u c a t i o n T ^ - r ^  t0 h ®!p, y o u n g  1 , ld ia n s  
i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e m  I  h a d  f  1,tI6S w h i c h  a r e  o f  s u c h

w a s  s h a r e d  n o t  o n l y  b y  t h e  I n d i a n T 0 "  t0 b e , i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  viovv
w h o  h a d  i n t e r e s t e d "  t h e m !  S ^ t h ^  b U t  V S  I f * . M
l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y  a n d  i t s  p r e d e c e  " o r  t h e  r  ?  r  / i
b a d  f u r t h e r  b e c o m e  c o n v L e d  t l  ’  i w a l ' 0 8 ' '  ^  ' 1„  j .  , . , c u a c  1C " a s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s e c u r e  a
f n d U  a n V  M i f f  f V  b e  n f e n ,t h ?  m ? c h i n c r y  in  ^ i s  c o u n t r y  a n d  in  

™  a n d  t h a t  t h i s  c o u l d  o n l y  b e  d o n e  b y  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  in  b o t h  t h e
e o u u t n e s  b y  a C o m m i t t e e  w h i c h  h a d  f a m i l i a r i s e d  i t s e l f  w i t h  o p p o i -

c o u n t r ?  W i T  ' ' V° re  ° ^ e r e d  o r  c0,1l d  b e  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  in  t h i s  
a g r e e / ' ™ • / T 0 8 , r ! f e r e n o e  t o  y o u r  C o m m i t t e e ,  w h i c h  I h a d  
m i t t e e  I n  1. , ~ ‘o r .rC h e l m s f o r d ’ s G o v e r n m e n t ,  r e q u i r e d  t h e  C o m 
i n g  o f  r h / l g i° • l t e m s  t0 r c P ° r '; 0,1 t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  w o r k -  

a ' l s o i y  c o m m i t t e e s  in  I n d i a .  T h i s  f a c t  a n d  o t h e r



! (  f | M  j )  ',tiK  SrlWF' A'TS EKQUIJii’ COMMITTEE LfctfXtJWN
' (  Hsidlelations which I havo set out above clearly r.ecessuwicj a
\ y S - - j T ,|^a| and indeed we discussed in Council before the apptSJlr^ 

the Committee whether the work should be inaugurated in 
ndja and finished at, home (in England) or begun at home (in Eng- 
am ) and completed in India. It was decided that the Committee 

s ou start its work in this country because, as I have said, it did 
not seem possible to arrange as to how the educational opportunities 
in this country could be made available in India until these oppor
tunities had been fully explored and developed, but of course I had 
always understood that a visit to India would be necessary before the 
Committee could report. The action of the Legislative Assembly 
has created a situation which was not anticipated because it was 
one which would not arise in this country. Investigation of the 
administration problems by means of Royal Commissions and Com
mittees is the function of the Executive and I do not think that the 
Parliament, although I have often suggested such enquiries and 
although it does not always accept their results, has evor failed to 
yoie the funds necessary to defray their expenses or attempted to 
interfere with the discretion of those investigating the problems as 
to now they should carry on their work. But until the relations 
between the executive and the legislature in India have come to 
approximate more nearly to what they are iri this country, and more 
o f , K , y the °Peni,,e ?essi°n of the new Legislature, difficulties 
t i . r "  are a most '"evitable. I cannot but think that if
nrr u / T T - T  ha(1 had the experience of the dimensions of the 
f whl ch yo“ ttnd "b o  have been in such close con- 
L P°es(?  trhe’ r decisions would have been different. But
th, U60 8 ro" f y r -a g re e ,  I would be the last to complain of 
were entrusted °to then'1̂ 0 ?f 1,16 powers "bich, on my advico, 
'be „n?n u® uby the Parli“ ment- This is clearly not
could have been 1 • the restoration of the vote should or
your ecilhngues ,>6‘st®rf uP°n- The work therefore which you and 
doned lor ihie T,n,ter!ded to do in lndia wil1 have to be aban-
persomd ,„ooriv ® ;' 1 des>™ to express to you my apology for any 
be,.,, |,v ,, ■ ' 06 t0 whlch you and y°»r colleagues may have
valuahl. wml, dB0U10n- and my most profound regret that the 
now. I von K Pmnj W.hlch y°u were engaged cannot be completed 
,u j ’ j should decide to abandon the enquiry at this stage
whieh’v.Y.Y'10 ";lthonfc thB benefit of your views and the evidence 
verv n, * r0ady taken, I could not complain, but I hope
i »„ri, , tba» you wdl nofc think it Decessary to take such a step,

ig in last fivo months you have made a most valuable exatnin- 
>■> 1 of the questions affecting the interests and well-being of 

fuctiaus in this country and it would be deplorable if we could not

■ G°%\ • f
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MR- MONTAGU'S LETTER
\. \ob^ ^  tho; a d v a n t a g e s  o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  p a r t  o f  y o u r  l a b o O T ^ j  1 

^ n r ^ p y p l  t h a t  i f  y o u  c a n  se e  y o u r  w a y  t o  m a k e  s u c h  a  report -, ' f l f t —* 
L e g is l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y  w i l l  n o t  o n l y  se e  m o r e  c l e a r l y  t h e  r e a s o n s  w h y  
t h e  v i s i t  o f  y o u r  C o m m i t t e e  t o  I n d i a  w a s ,  in  o u r  o p i n i o n ,  n e c e s s a r y ,  
b u t  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  b e  l e d  b y  t h e  h o p e  t h a t  t h e  w o r k  c a n  b e  c o m 
p l e t e d  in  o r d e r  t h a t  I n d i a n s  c a n  o b t a i n  a l l  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  p o s s i b l e  
o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  fa c i l i t i e s  o f  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  I  t h e r e f o r e  
s i n c e r e l y  h o p e  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  f in d  i t  p o s s i b l e ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  y o u r  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  c a n n o t  b e  c o m p l e t o ,  t o  p r e s e n t  a  r e p o r t  t o  m e  

■■’n ich  w i l l  in d i c a t e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n a l  c o n c l u s i o n s  t o  w h i c h  y o u  c a m e ,  
t h e  n a t u r o  a n d  u r g e n c y  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m  w h i c h  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  s t u d y 
in g ,  t h e  a d e q u a c y  o r  o t h e r w i s e  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  o r g a n i s a t i o n  d e s i g n e d  
t o  d e a l  w i t h  it , a n d  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n s  w h i c h  y o u  h a d  i n t e n d e d  t o  
e x p l o r e  f u r t h e r . ”

L o r d  L y t to n ’s R e p ly .

I h e  f o l l o w i n g  is  th e  t e x t  o f  t h e  l e t t e r  s e n t  b y  L o r d  L y t t o n  o n  
O c t o b e r  6th  in r e p ly  t o  M r .  M o n t a g u  :

It is not within our competence to question the propriety of the decision 
of the Legislative Assembly, but, while agreeing with you that the decision must
be accepted, we cannot but deplore the consequences that'must result from it.

e feel bound to point out to you that the procedure adopted in our case has 
been extremely inconvenient. The Comm.ttee was appointed early in the year 

f S that °ur elKiulrJ' was to begin in this country and to
tbrom/hniir i "i * ut proceedings have been conducted on that understanding 
th 7 o u r n m l r l T  “ ‘ ,l tbe v« *  l*st moment that we were informed 
anticiDate n 6 , be abandoned. If there has been any reason to
opinions of the Assembli* n'nd’1’t woul,i have been more considerate if the 
the Committee was a p p o i n t e d * ' * obJaj ned at an earlier date or even before
and arc more concerned to’ teil 'you^hatthe’ b°WeTer’ t0 ,al??ur th,18 PmUt 
decision of the Assembly has, of co/rse m l, ‘.h® “ “sequences will now be. Inc 
our enquiry. The evidence which e’. m a d a impossible for us to complete
to judge the nature and extent of the problem count% haa/ uab'ed, us
led us to form certain tentative m „ “i vith which we are faced and lias
a satisfactory solution of the problem ^  ?t?pS which mi« h?,Uad to
of the plans we have in mind that timir 1 fS°n ,al for th!’ ory8taUi6at)°“  
investigated with the Universities and o t b ir ' '^ h « U iS ° " lL

“ “ to rt!‘e5rth“ f“ l »  k'° re.8p,0U8ibility f()r making definite recommcnda- 
b— n viimid nnlv in H ,, TT w e !gl' npce8sati|y incomplete, because it has
ment^of India n, r th' ’ “tted Kingdom. ft is evident that ueilher the Govcru- 

. ,, ‘ e members of the Legislative Assembly are aware oi the
nature or the urgency of the problem which we have been investigating. Indeed, 
h “ wneen0, • a' y , aware '1 ourselves until we heard the evidence which
mav lairl before us. The prevailing opinion in the Assembly, if we
of the trom the telegrams cabled by Ueuter, seems to be that the solution
and that ° n6"1 'Lb’cb ar'8es in the United Kingdom must be sought here 
the britih:,OUiT . ort? should be confined to the free access of Indians to 
made abflmAtHi ers, ieP" Tbi8 °Pini°n ignores the fact which has been 

fly clear to us that this freer access is dependent up, n
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TU E S 1 V D E N T S  - B H O m r  C O M M IT T E E  fw k m u
J / W ' ,dT| P 8 '"l‘lch not at present satisfied and which cannot bo s a tiliQ  J t i , -  

l .V  ’ ?feC! u Indla M well as in this country. We began o tfifcliry.
\ V -^ ^ fe 'S d ia n s e°to ?h.aSiCeM?lnm,8- wh-at ob6taoles now exist to the a d m V ^ i^ l  
" V V  ■blTOy-ImuUl be removed aCa!L'onal institutions m the United Kingdom and how 

more Indian students «, W » 6°,°n fonn< that University authorities, and still 
and t’l,™ M t  t  ! U| e,ai from satisfied with the existing state of affairs 
oueranl the ^  us *° rec°“ ^ n d  a change which would require a closer eo- 
S  “ 1  cxiBts not only between the British and ndian Un ver-
Usse c h s l v V,!fn the, anthoritie8 themselves. It is in order to test whether 
India At eacfTunivi^sqk sn00eS8tully that it is necessary to examine them in 
Ti c; , * eacn Un7 “ 81ttf we visited, the complaint has been much the same 
Th tudents.weare toid, arrive from India with little or no knowLdge of The 
regulations or requirements of the British Universities. They are often 111- 
e< nipped for the coarse of study which they propose to followfand 'sometimes
v\ith quite inadequate means for their support.
tv r As j 'gards tbe latter complaint, we were assured by the Chairman of the 
Dis ressed Indian Students’ Aid Committee, who regards the situation with 
considerable misapprehension, that the number of esses of genuinely acute 
!.L,.ress amoug the Indian students are at the present time very serious and that 
in the coming winter the need for help will be severely accentuated.

Difficulties of A dm ission

•ill b’ ' liVe,rSUy autbolitie8 say : "W hat we require is some organisation which 
^w lationsy ae r ^ 0rfltattIe i.nfolm,ation ‘ o students in India concerning our 

.n u X lt  fitfid f0r,r r,v L  hml vnUMbe'  0 i P»aoos which we can o ffer  the 
tiou r ';,p‘  Probt by ?ur teachlnB. and supply us with reliable informa-
valuc of JS 1 “ ' lana wbl> apply to us, about their character, ability and the 
w L t  u a0ar nVbC “ ns which they claim to possess, i t  present 
them? L  k lfd  of“ nf m a u in  J S h“ d haVe D°  mean6 °« obtaining regarding 
dents. Unless a »  ™  n t S t l  ^  we require in the case of all British Stu- 
we i hall be obliged inBtead of ODeninr?011111! ^  ca“  bo devI6ed for this purpose 
restrict still further the number r f f S t  t ° tS wlder- 28 >'ou wish, us to do, to 
a dift. rent at cry t n toil. They T  adm^ ' ”  Students have
limitation to their admission to the B rin .?  n  • 016 rjlnce’ tbe ex’8hmcc of any 
HI many important reBpects the J  ‘ I- Universities and they complain that 
even where it is adequate the b„i ,educatlon . available in India is defective and, 
preferred to those whose a u a l i f ie .^ *  v* blitisb Degrees and qualilieations are 
•U ecially the complaint of th, arion,B bave been acquired only in India. This is 
bar. Being compelled aB .  „ oae who come to obtain admission to the English 
and come to this country t n r t i - 10”  EU00eB8 in their careers,'to leave India 
Brit -it Universiti i ’ JCir studies, they expect to find admission to the
then applications l  , : , . . . /  “ atter and are disappointed and hurt whenever 

08 aIe Irfufied ° r their academic qualifications undervalued.

Those wh • D,fficulties after A dm ission
have other c?m?p?fmVn ?btoi“ '“8 admission to the University of their choice 
(illiicult t rn , r  ; 18 Wt;,Cb ‘ bey Brought to our notice. Home found it 
ion,,, .i..,.,., : ln« h':ia and feel themselves excluded on racial grounds from
suitable o, 1 University life and others experience difficulty in securing
un,! , d accommodation. TLo-, ho arc following the engineering
uaini “ T oal course hud great dill. . lty m obtaining practical works’ 
training which is necessary for them.

. T h e  Students’ R equirem ents
v J 1? b̂c 8tudcnts require, therefore, and which will be intensified in future
3 ' ' Jen women students uorne here in large numbers, is an organisation



LORD LYTTON’S LETTER
:: u M S © “ “  f w h i r  ^ u T n t0 Bri' iSh ed“ °» tional m st itu tio n V ^ J e  .

obtained in  In dia , w hich “ can'le^ * t” ec°8Qi‘ io“  o£ their 
\ W * j u t o u n t e r  on their arrival and d n r ? n »n i ‘U p  them in  a n y  difficulty they 

w R  more especially assist them to t r a i n  a ^ m ic s ^  S V* m  ^ 18 Gouutry  and w hich 
•u.table p r a c t ic a lt ra in in g  tu ™ a"u fa c tu rin g  firms for

nation and to ascertain how far it  was ra n a h fi^n / 'f  m t r  lne ehe ex,stlng or8a u ‘ - 
these clauses, we learnt t h r t h i t t e t o T w M  “ 0 ^ u ir o m e n t s  of

;w a r A % - a ® t f 5s .«
com plaint is justified as this was o n n ^ f t h e ^ u b ^ c t s 0 ^ ! ! 6 ^  837 ^ - T  ^our terms of reference, we should accordance w ith

The Indian Students’ Department,

ss w t S a S S S S H 11' 8 r & 's a s -

to the Universities and that it failed to a ■ tha“ facdltated tde'r  admission 
training. We have, however, been Isnred h lu Ŝ S practical
that they never asked for or received fm J' ^  ‘™ thoritle8 of eTerJ  University 
regarding the political opinions of the Indian ^  DePartment aiW information 
the suspicion, that the Department oxereic 8tudeEts and we are satisfied that 
is without iouudation. We are also nm CS ,ai}^ ôrm °f political espionage, 
efforts of the Department t l  Z L Vm<1! <1,that if St had uot been for the 
Cambridge at any rate would be lets t a  l l  finjl,an studenta at Oxford and 
however that the attitude of many student!* ^  pre8ent time- U  is obvious,
It from being a satisfactory anenov for att-4?- t0WaTds the Department prevent 
and however much its personnel and ^ t i l m 8 them ia their many difficulties, 
ULfoct for which it is not responsible wool \ tle8- weTe proved, this inherent

ou*o rem ain.
An Unofficial Organisation n • ,

the reasone. because we consider it  is irm  eS‘re d 'the confidence and co-operation of the Kt lmPerative, if possible, to obtain
the advisability of an unofficial rather tha n ' ' Te ^ ave been led to consider 
form ing an y final conclusion, we should had m  ,a l organi6at'o n . B L i,,r,‘ 
how far the existing deficiencies m igh t be' remedied k  I-n,1' a’ have oonBiderod 
organisation there, but the evidence wo have ,,?! • V  lm Pr ° v |Eg the official 
caused us to believe that the needs of the U n W e r Up to the prescnt 1,M 
Can o n ly  be met by new organisations w hich won! “ Uat. ^ r ,t i®8 a“ d students 
character, and b y  establishing’ mnoh closer relationsldn ti y  ^  unoffiolal. ln  
between In d ia  and the B ritish  Universities. , ip  tbaE  a t present exists

Reasons for Visit to India.

" l " 8 beer met! X T w o f f i d ' T m o r e  a n x T l T ™ * 8 ot tlje Universities here could 
a d m ittm ,; tt lar b u' { m ore an x 'ons to overcome the obvious difficulti, s of

corns,, irve to Bta t n tn n!, D a; bUt *he requiredto start in India, and in some respects the Indian part



STUDENTS ENQUIRY COMMITTEE
I s l be more important with regard to the engineering a im ^jh lr
\*,;JV '̂ ^^npi°?/cal students. We think it is insufficiently appreciated tb4t_Jtfle J 

^nduB^ga in this country are for the most part so highly developed that tne 
^^gt-ndfims admitted to them may not always gain the kind of experience that 

would be of most use to them on their return to India. Advice as to the type 
of training required, as well as help in obtaining it, is needed, and this would 
suggest the establishment of a special organisation consisting of men intimately 
acquainted With industrial conditions both in India and this country. How 
far a part of the industrial training required could be suitably obtained in Ind>a, 
and how far employment would be available on their return for those who 
undergo practical training in this country, are also questions needing investiga
tions in India. To obtain representative opinions of Indian parents from whom 
of course no evidence has yet bsen heard, to learn the views of returned students 
who have had the experience of the existing organisation in the past, to discuss 
with the authorities in India various suggestions that have been made to us and 
obtain information which would have enabled us to make comprehensive recom
mendations, were the main objects with which we proposed to visit that 
country. The action of the Assembly has made this impossible and we shall 
have to leave our work unfinished. We are, however, firmly convinced that the 
problem is of such urgency and importance as to require immediate attention 
and we hope that some means may be found of completing the work which we 
have had to abandon.

In response to your appeal we shall now prepare for publication the 
evidence we have taken and submit to you a report setting out in detail the
conclusions briefly indicated in this letter towards which we have been led. A0« 
however, our members have now baoorae scattered— two have already sailed for 
India and two more will be obliged to return at the end of October— the pre
paration tn-report will have to be proceeded by correspondence unless otlu*r 
means can be found. It will therefore be many months before the report can be 
completed, but it will, we hope, still be possible to prevent time and money spent
which V ' ,l4U1,ly dn” wh°Uy wa8ted* the solution of the problem
which we ha ( hoped to recommend must in any case be postponed for some time.

■ Go%x
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India in the Lords 1921

Not many questions are usually asked in n  
Lords about India. In 1921 the main Lid; he moribund H. of 
from time to time wore raised in the unoer H * ”  quesfclons wbicb 
N-C-0 and the Burma reform L r  ^ S v ^ T 9 ^  tha
continued to throw all obstacles in their no ™ , AttlpfchiI1
efforts of the India Office to lick into s h a l !  7 (  th^ art the 
Burma which should commend itse lL t leesLn .  f<*r
Burmese people, ’ however small 6 t0 * seotion ° f tba

t h a t ? r l £ r ^ yS i ^ s w a t ^ House ° f L, r
members of the Ilouse the G o v e r n !, t h ,d d T o  ! Xf?  Ssed b? 
whole question of the future constitution of t  ded. to, leave the 
the Joint Select Committee who will report as t™ th in k  fit the

S S u f  “  j “ „ r s i £ . T s , f  " ith «' b » ™ »Thft TTnrliP o - , ee S°ne into the whole Question
the discretion of' L V ' L n L ' i ' L ' L  W0U,d be within 
Government’s policy, or i„ favour L  report m favour of the Home 
Government of India or evn> , b° polloy suggested by tho
from oither of these two. They will lacon’mei.ld a Policy differing
desirability or otherwise of separating BuJ® T  t0. ° ° naider the 
that was not so much a matter of B ma from Ind>a ; but as 
left over for the time being, L-onoy as the other, it had to be

F r o m  r e m a rk s  which foil fr o m  T nrd t i- . . ,
that the Joint Committee would have n ru ferrod^ ’ * bacam.B Bvidonfc 
tut,on of Burma apart from any question n f L ?  C° " 8lder the co,,stl' 
province from India. Obviously th e s i*  ° , the.80parat,o“  ° f the 
issue, he said, must seriously complicate the^d/101'0"  ° f ‘ u® . Iatter 
about to take place. Strictly speak,*ng, p r i o H t V ^ d T T  * 
consideration of the question whether B u rm a ! * j 1° , f l T  *° l

? e 2 i I r i l } ‘ d S M « r ,i ; '  'a 0 f ara0tdr 0f ,,0r fUtUro ^ !itu tion °m u srt 
thfs point d P “  K d6gre0 Upon tLo settlement of

The Joint Committee was undoubtedly placed in a pqsition 
,iunakurfi dl1ffioulty hy t.ho coupling of the two problems at that

.. I nn] Islington intimufecf that it was vary improbable*
Cun lac t wjblTtVijf i0(° wonld la? \ a ? T °  *\ io\ w,,4ld !«'vol»« loss of Government of India. As he ^aid, it would nocos»

6(a)



INDIA IN PARLIAMENT [ h. o^ taW  
l (  Jprily liaise a whole set of serious considerations which yVwvfd 

V» \  ^?uife'/evidence quite outside the ordinary evidenoe whithltae i  
X j^ y w ^ ittoo  would hoar in relation to a constitution for Burma as 

of the Indian ISmpiro.
Reduction in the Indian Army

Ihe Sydonham gang had an opportunity of exhibiting their 
malicious spite of Mr. Montagu and Indian political growth on May 
4j 1921, when Lord Sydenham called attention to the dire peril 
in which British rule had been placed in India by the reductions 
recently decided upon in the Indian Army. His arguments followed 
his old favourite theme—dangers on the frontier, risks of internal 
insurrection, the folly of Govt, which pays hoed to Indian suscepti
bilities and so on. In quite a sepulchral tone he declared that the 
danger to the peace of India, internally and externally, was never so 
gre/,.6 as then, and drew a horrifying picture of the cousequencos of 
Gandhis teachings. Lord Chelmsford, who next rose and made his 
lirst speech in the Lords since his return from India, twitted Lord 
Sydenham upon having devoted the greater part of his speech to 
Unrest 111 Lidia and openly exposed him by saying that that was his 
main purpose in raising the question and not the Army reduction. 
ujj.i .. ,?r!1 ^Icnharn paid a tribute to the great services which the Indian army 
•than ° ' ftrbuas anti bait* /hat the situation in India was more Lbn-ateniug

htrou-' r r Indian army was largely increased. urged in course of

“  c S * r °  *sU 5as * s s r  ““ •**
u ,. rabu i Wlth X 11 ‘“ “ ffctely  before the war. He referred to ?bc utt-

o.n, fourw haf ^°d8Ct which tv'ou1,1 sterilise civil development. 
Hoverumeo* attempted to nrmni^° t0 reduce the personnel of the army. If 
tun-TBcUcy indicated bv Lnr.f « , an arm/  adequate to meet every possible 
ruptey, i'j1(. imperial Guy1' ydenham, it would be heading towards bank* 
tree reduction of cavalry had not attempted it. Hfe affirmed that

, Monro and Lord RawlioKn',,' C „  ,l I  a military question considered by Sir C. 
contemplated, Lord , , reduction of troops for external defence was

m batons the wur it . ,S orĉ  painted out that the army was much strongc. 
tanks were contem, “ ?ciline Buns, motor transport and aeroplanes,

; any .u.*ld do the wmk .W ' He deduced that upon these an infantry eoin-
WI, ,he , loyal assistance0 o , a b a tta lio n  before the w ar. L o rd  l la w lin to o ,  to 
paid u tribute, n atu ralm l  “ -“ deration of the situation Lord  C helm sford  
'■ lb ' Question however J ' ll6agr<-vd w ith  the civilian authorities on this subject, 
In d ia  was in,-trie u,iv , ""material, because the establishment of troops m 
troops,could not be J L |  •« Up th a t  ol troops in England and British l-ord Lvit Uc reuuced without longer notice, 
outside Ind ia  i n 1 hat the  to ta l fig^ting units in In d ia  excluding

■and 7COO Indian / J2‘ L’2 reduction of six thousand British
-'ava.ry regiments had S iT " . W‘tb *?“  the reduction of eighteen Indian 

• Ai;ip\ Lord I vu.m lit, r il n1<J?ed’ wh‘l® infantry battailous remained the 
Hylton hbe I.or<| Cheiujfford insisted that the unaltered fighting



r  ,f ¥ h 'ayJ iy ie ar'Vy in con8cCu‘»m<= of the latest modern equipment csVSHtll-
" “ .’ "J10 tIQe- A vfrnm eit i S S J U  

wb,fih Lord KawlinBon was not prepared 
The Government of India was neither alone nor peculiar in desiring

of every other branch o(
811,1 of tha commercial, industrial and economic,life of the nation. The Covern. 
ment of India was particularly anxious m .. , Juouov
today to meet the demand for unproved standard of com'ort anTincreMe^coat 
of everything and everyone including service men. He agreed w ithLord

woSSh ba“ bCe“ f°r B ,0UK tlme anVnxiousu,.t. ihe Government of India would have to remove the cause of the existing 
unrest .fpossib10 concurrently with its suppression. One cause of unrest was 
undoubtedly the intolerable taxation which was felt even greater in India 
nan in Britain There was naturally a slight difference of outlook between 

the Viceroy s civil and military advisers with regard to military expenditure 
I t  {0,\ H r8C'i 1 ethf  rt!luctio“ *»ka the country more contented'
hi. in ^ heomherad*Pre0at«ei1 Ieduotlon while unrest existed. Mr. Montagu and 
and1 r1 H° Hath™166' 8’ aftter ?tVdylUg the opinions of the Government of India 

“nd vvlldc most sympathetic with the Government, oh 
w  a desire to effect greater economies, had decided that the army in 
luua ought to be reduced to a minimum compatible with safety' hnt 
consideration of safety and not economy Tv, a . .®tety* hut
The Government had decided to submT/ t”  “ Question to t a p T ' ” 8 faCt°r - 
Imperial Defence which would hear all sides of the question Th e ^te  6?

T z x t  K  ln° r h e the
sanctioned until the Committee had reported. U* ** reductiou would be

The dobate then closed with the withdrawal of T or.d <i„ri n >
motion. Lord Sydenham had, however little causa for 1 Sydfenham 8 of the O’Dwvnriun ,i;„ t . l j  , ’ , v® caus0 10r alarm, for soma
UP of the Esher Rliinrt w wh° h8d ,lfllI6tlced the drawing
Imperial Defence in T 01,rfOnF8 *epre8entcd 011 the Committee of 
Empire was in their sahi keeping W" h tbe 168t ° f the British

was given ^ U t a ^ L T d T n n w  of° tU N ***  mentality in Et)« ,!ind 
the 11 May, 1921. The toast of "Tim ^ ewspaPfrs Society held on 
ponded to by the late Field Marshal S ir H e n ^ W n 0” * ^  T  iT
confessed that since the War Great H n u i  5 i ,' v  "  '°  *Iahky than she cnnhl ,d,o,v” i • lcat Hntain had bitten off more
what thev ou2ht VT ° US P"r,S ° f ,ho W01'ld- But, he said,
not heloL to t p f  t0 C° “ e, ° Ut ° J tbo8e theatres which lidnot belong to them before and bang on to those which did and

t0 tbem- b* ^clared, ’ were
at any cost Hn d|b ndl^ t j heS6 po6sefision8 raust he maintair «d
British on « • h6n ? ! lated upon tbe theme bow these spei
increasing the be maintalr,ed by retaining, if not
e*pcuditure in tho Eh fiebt,ng foroe8 al,d the post-war A)my i vuunure m those parts of the Empire,

■ Go% \
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„°,'U W st of jingoism was exhibited in the HoilSeoH 
\.%-;Lord& on May 31st 1921. Lord Montagu of Beaulieu raised a debate 

on the question of providing for the better defence of the North
west Frontier of India. His panacea for all‘our’ trouble in that 
quarter seemed to be the occupation oi the tribal territories through 
the employment of largely increased armed forces. In no other way, 
said be, can we preseive our damaged prestige in our 
Eastern Empire.

The noble lord drew a very alarming picture of the state of 
things on the frontier where, he said, a small army had to face numer
ous and treacherous enemies amongst the tribesmen, hanked up by a 
menacing host of Afghans and untold millions of Bolshevists ! He 
asked the Government to ^consider their whole frontier policy. He 
sketched a programme of strategical development”  which, if carried 
out (though ho did not mention this aspect of the matter), would 
inflict stil 1 heavier burdens upon the taxpayers of India than they 
have to bear to-day.

hailing the adoption of such measures, Lord Montagu spoke in 
tne most doleful terms of what might possibly happen to “ our pres-
lrnn»jln T t  the eve.nt of our suffering a serious reverse on the 
b11„l t L.8 n?ora' which many people in India would draw from
“  catastrophe, he warned the House, would be that “ we were not

bn ° t,oup fo, 8° on governing India,”  and the consequences would 
be disastrous to our prestige.’
mistiV-ifr.V.5 n^a W a S  tbe appropriate seconder of this pessi- 
of the nM' ar° (e‘ looted Lord Kitchener as being in favour 
went on n L °  °,C°.Upy,,ng the " ’ hole of the tribal territories, and 
and Mont " 7 ]n abouf;. tbe new doctrine of self-determination
the oxpcntir-' r°( ° ln'u wblcb were allowed to stand in the way of the execution of such superior schemes.
fnrniirlahlr^e'mi'!° rĉ  pointed out that the tribesmen were more 
armed with ia" VVer0 u *ew 5’ears ag° because they were now 
decreased r« -Tn<lf orn Sub® while the efficiency of Indian troops had 
Aiuinn t 1 !°  tbe ^'lotion of the Indian Army during the war.

w' th rpgarfl to the Mahsuds bad been a salutary warn- 
e I , ? ler tnbes who now understood that if they misbehaved they 

a ne punished in the same way. Recent Anglo-Afgban discussions 
would have a very salutary effect, as they would let the Afghans know 
how tar we were prepared to go. Lord Chelmsford hoped that wo 

ou cl get something very valuable out of the Hobbs Mission and 
consi ered (hat, it would be most unfortunate if anything were said 
at that tirno to prejudice it or to create misunderstanding.

■ Go% \
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\. V ^ S M J /L y tto n  replying said that military reasons f]eb3M%c$ .
X^MS^Irt^Ptydiscussing certain points including the Mission to Afglrani- 

qJliLLJadt emphasised that the presence oi Lord Chelmsford gave a 
tremendous advantage to the House, Lord Lytton stated that in 
view of the failure of certain militia corps the covering force in 
future would consist of regular troops supplemented by levies and 
militia. It was impossible at present to say how long the occupation 
of the frontier territory would last or the strength with which it 
would be continued, but the Government of India was determined 
rot to lose the present opportunity of concluding the best and most 
enduring settlement devisable with the tribesmen. Military measures 
being taken were the provision of a sufficiently strong covering force 
along the frontier and a striking force composed of all suitable arms, 
and the military authorities were endeavouring to make the best 
possible use of modern mechanical appliances apart from the ait- 
force with which India was well equipped. IIe drew attention to 
the question of evolving a type of tank suitable to the country and 
the provision of armoured cars. A very large amount of mechanical 
transport had been provided, the policy of increasing motor transport 
had been continued, and roads were being developed as far as 
financial considerations allowed. With these resources, he assured 
Lord Montagu, they had little to fear from the martial tribes of the 
frontier.

The Nankana Tragedy
The same day Lord Sydenham mentioned the Nankana murder 

and horrified the House by attributing it to the political agitation 
amongst the Sikhs which, no doubt, he wanted to be strangled.
In reply Lord Lytton gave the true facts of the case and disabused 
thei House of the mischievous suggestion made that the affair 
had any political significance, and emphasised that Govt, had in no 
way any concern with the matter except to restore order and to 
prevent further bloodshed.

The Burma Bill

On June 8th the Burma Reforms Bill came up before the Lords 
for the second reading. Nobody i rcept the inveterate Lord 
bydenham showed any disposition to quarrel with the recommenda
tions of the Joint committee. Lord Sydenham again gave expression 
to his usual jeremiads against anything savouring of constitution 1 
progress in India or Burma. Ho declaimed against the M o n ta g u  
diarchy. Wait, he said, until extremist Ministers are in offico with 
un extremist majority behind them in the council, and then we shall 
see tbo beauty 0f diarchic co-operation in the Govt. ! Lord Lytton,
"  ° lntr°duced the Bill, said that Lord Chelmsford ai d others who

( i f s f f i f A V ^ l ]  ItiE KOhTH-tVKST FRONTIER i C T



mlly opposed constitutional reforms in Burma had the»3S^e!i 
to the policy‘of the bill, and that there was no longe^-sray-^ 
of opinion on the subject between the Govt, of India 

and the Sec. of State. At the end, however, Lord Sydenham with
drew his motion for the rejection of the Bill. Tbo Bill again came 
before the House on Juno 28th for the third reading which was 
passed without opposition. The Bill presented was on the lines of 
the Govt, of India Act, and tho rules as to franchise, transfer of 
subjects, etc, were left over to be drawn up by a Committoo under 
Sir A. F. Whyte after local investigation.

HOUSE OF LORDS—7 TH. JULY 1921 
The question of Indian unrest was again raised in the Lords, 

on July 7th, when Lord Sydenham asked wbat steps the Govt, of 
India was taking to protect the lives and property of Europeans and 
loyal Indians in country districts where, he said, anxiety prevailed. 
His Lordship, enlarging upon the situation, referred to the extremely 
dangerous conditions to which the people were exposed and the evil 
effects of Mr. Gandhi’s agitation which were much more dangerous 
than an open rising which could be suppressed. Ho then went, on 
making the most absurd statements about the riots that were then 
rife in India and demanded more repression than what was being 
adopted by the Govt, in India at that period,

Lord Lytton, after pointing out that it was the elementary duty 
o overy Government to suppress disorder and protect life and 
property, said he was not prepared to subscribe to the very gloomy 
picture drawn by the questioner or to agree to the assertion that 
t e only place where Europeans were not insulted in the streets 
w as lu the Native Indian States. He proceeded to refer to tho 
f ,y worJe(d messages periodically sent by the “ Morning Post’s”
, ”u, a c°irt spondent who had circulated a story absolutely without
i0;1,1.1' 10S:lrding a mutiny in a Sikh Regiment which was
fv! r' " , ' , *’er. eighteen men had been shot. Lord Lytton
■ p esse be opinion that the story had been circulated with the
cu ec o.ject of discrediting the Government of India at the present 
lino.  ̂ is Lordship next disagreed with Lord Sydenham’s descrip- 

n as a non-alarmist Imdy of the European Association which had 
icuuii > appealed on the subject of danger to life and property, 
jorc lytton said he regarded the Association’s paid agent aud 
ec urer in Britain as an alarmist source of information. He des

cribed the latter’s activities in dotail including his alleged state
ment that Civil Service officers were so hampered by the India Office 

at they could not possibly do their duty and enforce law. That agent 
bad also written to members of Parliament saying that Government

INDIA IN PAULI A M K NT (h . o i i f j d i *



ON INDIAN UNREST ( ^  y
1“ \W!̂ i^ xPj3f / ng a r' s’ nS in Bihar during the current month and PO(i I
\■:^ll^#^.l*!iti/Women, unable to leave owing to sickness, would certaiJWjJ-^—̂  

b®, Korphly murderod; Lord Lytton strongly denounced such 
actions. He contended that it was the duty o£ nobody to communi
cate with the Government if they received information tending to 
the belief that there was a critical situation inSIndia requiring prompt 
measures. The \ iceroy had replied to tho Imperial Government’s 
enquiry that the statements were greatly exaggerated and although 
the situation in May was creating a great deal of anxiety it was 
now considerably relieved. Moreover, the Government of India did 
not anticipate a risiug. The only ground for the support of that 
jtory with regard to Bihar had been found in a statement of an 
officer of the Bihar Light Horse while addressing his men. The 
Association’s agent had circulated this with his own improvements!
The statement owed its origin to the intelligible and greatly 
to be sympathised with fears of planters of whom the Bihar Light 
Horse was largely composed. The Viceroy’s telegram concluded by 
saying that the agitation had declined, that bitterness of feeling 
against Europeans was loss evident and that the planters them
selves were less apprehensive of trouble. Lord Lytton said he did 
not want to err on the other side by rebutting Lord Sydenham’s 
gross exaggerations by drawing a fanciful or in any way rosy picture 
oi the state of affairs in India but he condemned that sort 
of calculated misrepresentation.

Lord Lytton next referred to Mr. Gandhi as a man many of 
v ose ollowers credited him with supernatural powers, and even 
.vine ongtn and it spoke very much for the good sense of Indians 
•n 110 " 1£dom and discretion oi the authorities that in these 

circumstances the situation was not very much worse. He declared 
U--L .eSPv 0 ln*01180 effort the Non-Co-operation movement had 
aminl t l !66" /  conspicuous failure. It had failed lamentably 

6 uca 0Ĉ classes and even the phase of temporary 
success among young students had passed. He did not deny that 
., ' ,aa gravo danger in the present phase of campaign by which
the movement was harnessing itself to labour disturbances, notably 
coo y tea planters in Assam. He expressed the opinion that the 
worst features at present were attempts to boycott individuals 
and the endeavour to withdraw domestic servants but he disagreed 
wtth tae view that the recent interviews between Mr. Gandhi 
an . . 10 '  ,cer°y. to which Lord Sydenham referred in the most 
scatHiing term, had tended to increase tho former's importance
fnkn i -I8 diviue origin' Tho faot thafc Mr. Gandhi had 
r i 1 necessary to explain and excuse himself to his followers 
jr tjis meeting with the Viceroy was evidence to the contrary.
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i ^yfcton declared that the Government of India and all
wt»r Gcivenirnonts were thoroughly alive to the present dan^-erols-^ 

X ^^p§86/of the campaign. Lord Lytton referred to the complete 
and practically unanimous confidence reposed in Lord Beading 
when he left Britain for India since when he had done a great deal 
to onhanco his reputation. Lord Lytton touched on the discretion 
and promptitude of Lord Ronaldshay’s Government which had 
minimised the seriousness of the exodus of coolies from Assam to 
Eastern Bengal and had also checked the spread of cholera. With 
regard to Bihar, he said it was only right and due to • Lord Sinha 
to say that the Imperial Government had absolutely complete 
confidence in the efficiency, courage and wisdom of his administra
tion. Lord Sinha had recently shown all those qualities in a circular 
issued to officers in his Province setting forth his Government’s 
attitude towards the Non-Co-operation movement. The document 
lacked nothing in the way of precision and courage. It had imme- 
diatedly evoked the most vigorous protests, criticisms and abuse from 
the vernacular Press. Lord Sinha was in a most difficult position, 
said Lord Lytton, though, ho assured their Lordships, he might be 
trusted to deal with it with courage and discretion. Concluding, 
Loid Lytton asked Lord Sydenham not to be led astray by what in 
many cases were deliberately exaggerated press accounts of what was 
occurring in India. He said that the men on the spot, in difficult 
and anxious circumstances, were entitled to the support of people 
at tome. They had the Imperial Government’s full and unabated 
confidence.

After Lord Sydenham had briefly replied, the matter was 
roppe . But the full force of the Die-hard opposition was felt 

rlv*!), ater’ after the news of the Moplah outbreak had
a "fig\r ’ anĈ t'h6re was revived a frenzied alarm at the 

n  ̂ I," ? i on'co-operation which was denounced to have roused 
Svdenh P n fanaioi3m- 0  , October 25th 1921 Lord 

r 1 PI e(3 attention to this episode in the administration 
' -j i j* d !ur ln 1921. The following is a short account of this 

gomQ  ̂6 1 ” ^be House (the official report of this debate occupies

f i I n d i a  i n  p a r l i a m e n t  [h . o/^ eJ i*s
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 ̂ Sydenham in calling attention to the position in India 
sa that since Mr. Montagu took office there had been a long, disas- 
rw T  ST Ŝ of mistakas lading to the weakening of authority. Ho 

1 arad that the elections in India conclusively demonstrated that 
‘  wa3.unfifc for the new constitution, tho ofleot of which had been 

Ot Ulc êasa of organised agitation against British rule He
Qovernm f,th9^ 0plaV ab9l,i0'1 WM orSaniaa<i under the eyes of the 
India a r h0 1,iaiU0'100 and prestige of the administration in 
1 <di i what ?̂ndlng t0 decline. The great Services, which had made 
disheartened W,a3’ wor0 V13lb]y crumbling away and were bocoming 
them lord s a,ld. thel'0 waa nothing in India which could replace 
of the Indian AdSnham 8f ong,y criticised the disbanding of the units 

1 Army and tho reduction of the British Forces.

dosirabilirityCoTaniflf <iCl!,reu tha‘ when Lord Sydenham suggested the 
most undeLahle th1!ythebdtl Mr' Mo" tagu agread that it; would he 
urged postponement ,be ^  Pra38nt and
almost unprecedented  ̂ ^ rzon cons'dcred that it was unusual, 
bo ignored when made bv th ^ i {°r postponement should

: bad been assured that L  ‘ 6ader of the House. The Viceroy
Government would be »ivrum;P 9te and unaDin3ous support of the
possesses full powers at ■! "  ?-'y aotlon be takes. The Viceroy 
ho thinks desirablo for thl tlm.° ° r date to act in the manner 
India. In these circumstaives™?1'1*911̂ '50 of law a,,d order in 
House should be invited to i wou d be intolerable that tho 
action to the Viceroy. I nrd n er° ° r debate. cyan to suggest 
Lord Sydenham’s speech heinc dwelt uP°rj tbe danger of
consideration was that the rennrt t r,Pret6d in H’dia. The second 
might exercise tho most deleter!™ • Hou?e of Lords’  debate 
inng of tho Prince of Wales’ tour “ mnflu8n06 in India at tho begin- 
leaves England with expectation ™ ° 'mMrow tb® Prince of Wales 
of adding materially to the great so? Part and bis personal desire 
rendered by similar tours in other parts'" of6 h Wh'° h h° has already 

1 haa gone, he hitherto has been the h e r a ld j ° Wherever bo
good-will and the barbiuger of peace f,®00Td " “ derstandirig and 
winning personality, his record v,;0 ' -In Indla his wondoriul

£  ■ S t o r e s - ™  »;make a most defidte and degirab]0 imp * "*  and P°altlon> will
ph 1 r in c es b u t  th e  m asses of In d ia  ”  t i  a m o n g  n o t  o n ly
,p f II IM  of W a le s  T o M ?  ? !  I  a l  T h e  q u e s tio n  w h e t h e r  th e  

r b u  d e c is io n  t h a t  ^  i  k *  b  a e rio u 8 ly  c o n s id e re d .

fter u,„  it , ; ° ; ir t e r ceoded j \ th ^  *
7 a(3v,C0 of the V,cor°y alid His colleagues, who



i* y m$0 Pftfeared to guarantee that every conceivable precaution\w4l|l 
' B8"Takon and that nothing would be left to chance. Lord Cbrzm-^* 

X^,rgedt>the Lords to combine in order to start the tour which was 
fFaught with great  ̂ possibilities in an atmosphere in which there 
shall not be a single jarring note. It would be a great pity, 
almost a crime, if anything were said in the House of Lords that 
cast any cloud upon the progress of the young Prince in that great I 
Dominion, which, if the tour proceeds with the eclat attending the 
previous journeys, may carry the message of good-will fraught with 
much blessing to India.

Lord Ampthill drew attention to the discontent of the Indian 
Civil Servants who had performed magnificent services, and be 
enquired into the question of proportional pensions for those who 
had resigned in consequence of the new regime. He complained 
that the Hindu apponls for protection in Madras had been in
sufficiently heeded, and asked why it was not possible to check the 
Mopla rebellion at the outset. Lord Ampthill dwelt upon the case 
of Mr. Grant in Pibar and Orissa, who, he alleged, was unable to 
obtain police protection, and asked why Sir Thomas Holland’s 
colleagues, whom he consulted bofore the munitions decision, had 
not also resigned, seeing that they were partly responsible.

Lord Middleton asked the Government to give a pledge, firstly, 
no action would be taken on certain points pending Parlia

mentary discussion, secondly, that the Government should not plead 
p  8 j /  16 acc6Ptance of the policy precluded a criticism or reversal as 

ai lament alone had absolute responsibility for the future of India. 
t tv ‘°\ v , * 18 Ury and ^ rew declared that a short postponement 

the Pnrlianf 'V*8 ° f !'° US0 wbatever. The question was whether 
juncture or no't ° U8 U t0 forego tb® right of criticism at the present

s itu a t io n  t h a t  ‘ b e  d o m in a t in g  fa c t o r  in  th e  I n d ia n
In d ia n  b u t  n n  ■ j  c o  o u r  p r e ju d ic e ,a n  is s u e  w h ic h  ba6 n o t  an 
L c e  a g a b s t  th e  , i 6 8 y m p t 0 m ' th e  r e v o lt  o f  th e  c o lo r e d
sa id  th a t  w e  f a~C B ndancy  o f  th e  W h i t e s .  I t  m ig h t  n o t  b e  u n fa ir ly  
o f th e  H ritish  r ' r a e r !y g o v e r n e d  I n d ia  on  th e  b a s is  o f  th e  s u p e r io r ity  
u n a b le ^ to  * n o T ’ n ^  7 “  " ° W c b a l le n e * d  in  a  m a n n e r  w o  w e r e  
m e n  at d ’ 18 0,1 y  t h r o u g h  th e  C o u n c i ls  o n  w h ic h  E n g l is h -
w h ich  w m lr l  allB,.  m e e t  t h a t  an u n d e r s t a n d in g  w o u ld  b e  r e a c h e d  
M o n ta cnTs r l n n ' v r  th, e preB6Ilt ra c ia l f e e l in g .  H e  d e n ie d  M r . 
r e g a r d in c  N m  r ° n6' 1 !ty . l o r  t h e  p o l ic y  o f  th e  I n d ia n  G o v e r n m e n t

d e s  ah th a t  N o 0|p r a t ,° "  W hi0h Wa8 in iH a te d  b y  h im s e ! f ’ ™ s
th e m s e lv e s  b i m b ?  ^C ° , 0 P e r ut ,0 n  s b o u ,d  b e  re-i0Cted b y th e  I n d ia m  
th e m s e lv e s , im b u e d  fo r  th e  fir s t  t im e  w it h  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y .  F

r * \  I NDI A IN PARLIAM ENT  [h . OF^gnJr*



THE LORDS DEBa t H | 0 T
. i|i;l£picd < t>at the Mopla rising was one of the greatest blows aga j^ ij , 

Mr, 'Crandhi, and it undoubtedly bad alienated an enormous amtnint,  ̂
of'pubjio'support.. In conclusion, Lord Chelmsford urged the House 
to trust to  ̂ the Viceroy and the Commander-in Chief and to forbear 
from making their task more difficult by gloomy apprehensions or 
doubting fears.

Lord Summer urged the repudiation of the munitions case 
. ich, if it recurred, would undermine the Government by discredi

ting British rule.
Lord Meston said that the issue was between strength and 

patience, not strength and weakness. They still believed that it 
would be possible to bind India closer by more durable ties to the 
Linisb Empire than she was to-day. The policy of patience and 
° ‘^ ce was to a large extent already justified by tho manner in 

which the people were co-operating with the Government against 
o very fire-brands whom otherwise they would have regarded as 

t^r°p® martyrs. He appealed to the Government on behalf of 
10 Civil _ Servants who wero squeezed between two mill-stones and 

required increasing heartening and encouragement.
Lord Lytton emphasised the fact that the Government did not 

c esire to avoid criticism or to refuse the House a full opportunity of 
lscussing tho situation in India, explaining that they only wished 

a pos ponemeut of the debate in order to obtain information. He 
reiterated tho assurance that tho recommendations of tho Joint 

,LL0 ™6arding. t .̂e retiring Civil Servants had been fully 
a .  p 0t», o delay in issuing tho retirement proposals arises from 
The C o v e r 0" f -es'!'° to iix a fair and generous scale of pensions, 
subject of r r L 1S, ,SSUr . -  inimfidiatR’ y a White Paper on the
information r e g a r t b g ^ G r a n t ' ^  St*ted that L° rd Ampthi11’8 
Lord Lytton declarod that is * ° 'Vas lnaecurate and misleading,
tion of the Calcutta M - f   ̂ ” aS unil?068Sary to ask for the repudia- 

■ by the Viceroy whn i Uj ’ j 0? CaSe as had already beon repudiated

vided He nr i a al'my was necessary, such forces would be pro- 
lndia a., ~ A !°  eS ed..g a in st  Lord Sydenham’s representation of 
5uPgeetim ft fU' v̂ rebellion and sedition and also against the 
tel’y Urr ., a, 1 !e oiimers of the Indian Service were unable to 
c°eded in 8 ,_°^a ®upport of the Government. Lord Lytton pro- 
the conctne.” 1,1 vS A  ,'•* dofoooo of the Administration’s policy, at 
f°r papers '° U ° >v̂ lcl1 Ij0r(f Amptbill withdrew the motion

| ' Go% x
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India in Parliament 1922

beginning '^999 ° !nthe British people and of Parliament from the
The progLs o fN -0 -0 T 'A l  India was one of stubb°™ hostility- 
created nam'n o i 11 anĉ  fck0 boycott of Prince of Wales had 
pulated hv f.hA ^n8, sori}s of exaggerated rumours, adroitly mani- 
free flow f  tl r .'',/®r-^ydenham gang of Die-hards, were allowed a 

7  7  7 7 , h Press- This hostility was soon transformed
a tad atred of Mr. Montagu whose Reform Scheme was taken 

o e bo parent of all evils, and ho and his administration came to be 
looked upon with thorough-going aversion. The cry was raised from 
a 1 quarters or drastic repression in India and the instant arrest;
0 d ie Z r d  T  Mr>- Gandhi- The O’Dwyer-Sydenham party
nrJlnt f • 7 ,8ai-  a n , I" t6DSe 0llmpa,gn of vilification and misre-
rnfitn 0 Indlaand Mr- Montagu, and demanded the latters’
v -v, a. lon. as a preliminary to the adoption of sterner measures of 
I '  " 1® 1" lnd,a' Their organ, 'The Morning Post, cried outright 
British0 p X60U .Ion. ?Mjandb‘ ;. The more moderate section of the 
•idem' r6fSa’ lnc !ld,ng 'limes, was however unanimous for the 
Siblc r  7  ap0 ty , 0f a strong hand’ in India. Nor were respon- 
nt the S ° l  th® °r° T  1033 vocal- Mr' Churchill speaking
quite oh - r° T  dl" Uer at th,° 0lld of J,‘ nnary (see paste) made it
Colonies had r V  th7  °ry ° £ 6qUahty ralsed hy Indians in Crown t0 i,, 3ad to be discountenanced and that such colonies were I

* • * .•  ‘n k °:.p ™ - -  ™ .  ™ “ » r , .  i
’ he status ‘ ,f i 7  ° f aA responsible minister of the Crown on 
the Lord C harilnan8' f  COUpio o! days later Lord Birkenhead, 
to the ‘formid iH 01’ tbe coarse °I a speech in London referred j 
inconceivable th <° movement >n India and said that ‘it was not ! 
British Empire bftv,° 0,100 aRain to Prova that the I
This was follows,-) t8 th0 hard libre whioh bought it that Empire'! I 
himself. Speakinc - 1- X  v!!?nn . publlc utterance of Mr. Montagu 
in India, ho tried i the.192° club on Feb. 9, 1922 on the situation 
jingoes. As to Mi- ,yaIn to neutralise the efforts of the imperial I
1 stressed by that „„,°(, Cbl s statement, he said that the views 
the subject had still t fmnlJ was that of the Colonial office alone but 
conflioting views of t h ^ r T 0 - L  ° 7 i b ' , wh.ole Cabinafc "'here ‘ he 
Question had to bo harmonised*and the Iodia office on the Indian

Mr. Montagu at the 1920 Club

India'1 wa^ Montagu admitt6d that the situation in
Cauel,,g grava a« ie t y . Amongst a multiplicity of

x-S*6' e° ix



VJSjiw® dWinrest, be placed in the forefront the prolongation of^vy'^  j  
batweeu Turkey and Greece and pointed out that a large number 
of-riots'nad bean of Mahomedan character, in addition to economic 
causes, events in Ireland, Germany, Russia and Egypt wore bound 
to have repercussions in India. Bolshevism, declared Mr. Montagu, 
had done its utmost to instil poison into India ; but it had been 
unsuccessful in getting an appreciable extent across the frontier, 
because the soil of India was almost as uncongenial to the growth
and horrors of Bolshevism as the soil of Great Britain. Mr.
Montagu contested tho assertion of his detractors that it was impossi
ble to introduce democratic institutions into India and declared 
that it was out of question to tell India that Britain was now
f i n g  to withhold what she had taught her to expect for

s0 years, li the ideal of malting federated India a partner in 
the Empire failed, the world would be tho poorer, but if it suc
ceeded it would be the finest of the great works for humanity 
which Great Britain had accomplished. Mr. Montagu emphasised that 
the policy of Govt, towards India remained as laid down in August 
l l ' l l  and subsequently ratified by Parliament and proclaimed in 
India, namely, to do its best despite obvious difficulties and 
obstacles, as surely and quickly as it could, but not more quickly than 
cucumstances demanded, and to lead India stage by stage and step 
by step to some form of Self-government and partnership within the 
1 ntrail Empire. Iieforring to the necessity of a sincere policy, such 
as in the matter of the status of Indians abroad, where much equi
vocation prevailod, Mr. Montagu emphasised that they must show 
in ta that progress, if slow, was not due to the faltering detormina- 

011 1 8 t>ait °f Great Britain, but because it must take timo to
nice n°fTn^St,a° ie!' n ® Urg6d that Britain as the trustee oJ the desti- 
oursned ,iii ^ai t0 36t ^er hand to the difficult task which must be 
instalment £?n»,8"u6 j Cy' The Govolnment of India Act was the first
instalment whluh ha,J8ot to bo triod and justified before the next 
nsU ment was offered. Similarly, with the indianising of the Civil

„ oet’ lt. " ’ ere Pr0V8d that the groat tradition of the Service could 
successfully be earned on by Indians, he did not doubt that Parlia- 

. ment would bo willing to entrust the Sorvico to India. But mere 
demand or bullying and libelling of Indian Public Servants would 
not bring that time nearer by a single day. Mr. Montagu paid tho most 
8 owing tribute to tho loyal and devoted work of the Indian Civil 

'̂■rvice find promised his protection and support in tho work it 
S*'d oMlod upon to perform. lie concluded by urging that 

 ̂ "Kress was made by evolution not revolution, and there was no 
la„ . ' c y i°r disturbers of peace of India but rigorous enforcement of 

and protection of law-abiding citizens. He maintained that

I f f  W  \ r  M e  o p e n in g  o f  PARLIAM ENT  [ g l T



r. V  S $ 7 ? J  wer  det®rm'ned that the Govt, of India shouldVH lile, 
W v ^ W ^ I ia r c h y  and intimidation, such policy was not represswnllF 

th.° ° rd;nary duty of Government. lie would say to the 
who'0 Ir\dlu nat ° ne l83SOn 0f Self g °V0rnment must be that 

which i t T n !  G|over»ment were prepared to say that the force 
ment wh’ i h fr *r'BC mus  ̂ ^e t l̂e ultimate weapon of every Govern
o r  1  7  - “  ?  ° r indigenous. It was no use to demand
Self-government and at the same time shrink from supporting 
Government which gave protection.

The Opening of Parliament

All this platitude was, however, of little avail, for his audi
ence did not swallow bis high talk of partnership in the common
wealth and all that rhetorical effusion. At the end of the speech he 
was heckled by questions as to why Gandhi had not been arrested, arid 
taunted with remarks that he was the friend of that arch agitator.’ 
ills rea, trial came a week later, on February 14th. 1922, in the 
House of Commons, when a motion of censure on him was brought 
,n by the leader of the die-hards in the Commons (see p. 105) and it 
was only saved from being carried by the skilful manipulation of the 
Party votes. They were soon able to unseat Mr. Montagu who was sum- 
manly dismissed by the Premier (Mr. Lloyd George) early in March,
-, 1 alld his place given to Viscount Peel, a staunch Troy, whoeo
ignorance of India is as profound as is his reputation as a reac- 
ii n -  d-ho circumstances attending his dismissal is given fully in 
me following pages (Pp. 137-71).

Parliament opened on February 7th. 1922. In tho King’s 
aOrG*118 •Sp®<?c*1 there was no reference to India. Moving the 
wIHi ' hL °  , u.®9 Captain Douglas Hacking said in connection
of tlm ir ,rlrlCe °  v̂!u'es> visit, that the Prince had won tho hearts 
as nothing Pe?P 6 and that his Indian tour could lie described 
. " a ™  7 .0  E v ,„ , .~ondl,.g  .b .
and df rrn,r„, ®terred to the Princes Indian tour in glowing terms 
Othr-rs 1 n 10 evol‘t as °t Imperial and even wider importance. 
,, ' ■’ Wuver, were not so optimistic and openly expressed

u hlna a,JXli)ty and chagrin at the turn of events in India.
I oneral Page Oroft said they had to consider not only whether 

Lgypt and India were paying propositions but what was their duty 
to civilisation. I he more we allowed rebellion, he said, to gain hold
i.i Lidia the harder would be our task. There was far greater peril 
in India than there had ever been in Ireland and the sooner con
ferences between the Government and Mr, Gandhi ceased the more 
likely would poace be restored.

( i f  INDIA IN PARLIAMENT ( O T



8aid ,tho «*““  Pf the Indian S e e r o t k j i - /
outfit of (Ini n .j 'r  i 6 WaS l̂y ' !lg to sraft things that were the mental 
munjLof the British on an oriental country like India.

Lord Curzon on India.

fo r.a rd Ta te m e ,o  £  Houso of Lords that the most straight-
Curzon w« « “deaboUt Il,dia ' Feb. 7th Lord
in the whole Fmnirn m °d >3| ^ P06°b rev>0wing the state of affairs 
Egypt and Indi ’ ac e 1 L Fl^1 n that the real Imperial policy in
Sons I th h 0,16 °* b,°°d a,ldir0n W in a t  national aspira-ions If thero he unrest, it should be ruthlessly put down If

^unteers organised public opinion, they should be ruthlessly broken

"houh b m PT , 8 P,' r ?  P,*i.'»P°ken a" d inconvenient, they
was always to h ^V h ’ ah<1 that gi>oa,! dependency’, meaning India,
rsum m ary M  the 00,,0ern °f Britishers "lone. The following is a summary of his statement on India : —

til" ferm"'m'rbi'i r " ’ in In,iia afi anvions and menacing. He attributed
which :ireznrcsaed t Z V T . t  t0 ^  ^  mfluence ot Urn war
trarfe, high La tin .,, and also to

~ i ; r P» « : r ; n 8 perhap8 to wami° » “ b,s
hut Often’ on ^ d i t a !  7 u  ^  V ' 6 . mt|n'y " V *  °W“
everywhere throughout the Eastern 1  . to tbat f,‘ell,uS' spreading
by the preachings durum the war t u  "  bol“g enormously exaggerated 
Government 0r“ whal 'fer phraTe theT H, s “B for Self-determination! Self- 
minds of all Eastern peoples. ™ y to emPlo3r wa8 surging in tile

they meant to go M ^arlTtheTm M ^8 w0* to Self-Government for India, felt that 
"> the proposal. of 1917 'The ft aatI safd>' ™uld, on the lines indicated
Z  CL ~  of agitation or re vZ C  Th° *"”* P°Ucy t0 *  «»<>*«“ *« *  
the Government of India or the ton. f ° Wa! no ’ntention on the part of 

1 >e prosecution of their task a . 1 -roment in Britain of being intimidated 
nreanl’ - fur“>ati0n aiui drillum' of voUmi?,*'0 terrori8“  ol loyal citizens in 
ti lln? anf* Practice of disobedience tn io<rh ln opposition to Government, and 
-ons ezisfed for the promotion I  « !  ! e 0ould not be tolerated. If organ,sa- 

• ''duals preached those mischievous i„-> '.ln®8> they must be suppressed. If 
e prosecuted. Lord Curzon declared [J1108’ as they wpr« doing, they must
P eading, this peculiarly dangerous form f f . newsPaPer8 spread, as they were
nie had certainly arrived, t fnd it outfht- P0*8011’ ^hey naust be disallowed. The 

concessions to popular feeling reBneot fnr ?evor to ^  absent, when while mailing 
were the general1co.,ditionsi; iniiL l : d ' ; \ l ran^  be enforced. Those briefly 

Majesty’s Government with regard t-i fuii eseEtr(i the v*ew taken of them by
tl.ree °rd IsUnSt0'r m e r e l y „ f f i | t * C*™' '
Kaat years- He declared tbit th, um Governments record for the past 
with t"  !?OB6e8sinns were due to the bf 'cultles throughout the whole of their 
wo , 7 ar> v  With the reealhE that the 1 “,?  2? tbe G" TCrn" ^ '  to make peace 
the ch' ?  becoming inoreLi'’ ,v ,„stI h,°K; Moj lnm °"“ "Jumt.y 'throughout the 
direct I-.'f * .wpaPon of the aroi? 1 ^1Ŝ UT^  anfi a,lenatted from Britain. It was
when though,Utabl° t « ' t  ‘ Lor^IsHnof Garl'ibj '  ,Mo"le“  UTm'8t in India was 'housan-ls of I,is follow G r,y * ! n?ton . ^ w b y  Gandhi m  not arrested 

l e imprisoned. It was temporising with a

I ‘ ***.....  -  w .

( i f  )  I TIlli 0 P P N I N ^  (>F P A U L I  A M E N T  U ^ : l
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, y n&fljaiy .of influence. Mr. Gandhi definitely preached anarchy and renro^| ®
\ ■ ' aiiaetioci a t i ° r. s with the British in India. It appeared to him to be an at»n^;A—1 

dion pl tii-j fundamental duties of a Government to let him remain free.

The amendment to the address moved by Sir W. Joynson-Hicks 
on the 14th February 1922 in the Commons was a motion of censure 
on Mr. Montagu. Sir Micbeel O ’Dwyer was the chief purveyor of 
materials with which a case against the India Office was strung 
up. "You have broken the heart oi the Civil Service” , cried Sir 
Hicks to the accompaniment of indignantly prolonged cheers, and in 
this performance he was supported by Mr. Rupert GWynne who 
had, since the Dyer controversy, been carrying on a personal 
vendetta against Mr. Montagu. Mr. Montagu made a poor reply 
and the support of his chief, the Premier, was but lukewarm.

The Labour Party, whose spokesmen would have given some 
expression to the views of India, wore very badly treated. Not 
one of their men got an opportunity of taking part in the debate. 
Colonel Wedgwood was in attendance throughout and tried several 
tunes to catch the Speaker’s eye but without success. As a protest 
the Labour Party withdrew from both the debate and tho division.

After the Joynson-Hicks amendment was defeated the Kenya 
question was taken up, especially Mr. Churchill’s Kenya Dinner 
speech and Mr. Montagu’s repudiation of tho same. Colonel 
W edgwood, wanted to know whether Mr. Churchill had consulted 
the delegation from the Kenya Indians or only Lord Delamere and 
tho Luropean delegation, and why the resolution of equal rights passed 
a" tho l renders’ Conference was to be ignored in East Africa I

L) his reply Mr. Churchill stated that the negotiations conducted 
j0< ' la<I failed to reveal any common ground for settlement 
l Mwceu the European and Indian communities. Then he went on 
to give another of his characteristic "inexactitudes”  by saying that 
111 l l ” 110 consulted either of tbs delegations whan, in the very 

next breath, he admitted that Lord Delamere and bis friends had
interviewed him at the Colonial Office. He next wriggled out of 

i) Imperial Conference resolution by saying that its application 
inu-,t in each case "depend upon tho local circumstances” .

In repiy to further questions tho Colonial Secretary admitted 
that ho made his Kenya speech without the India Office being aware 
beforehand of its purport, and also that the matter had not boon 
specifically before the Cabinet.

The new Tory regime in the India Office began in March last 
after Mr. Montagu’s forced resignation, but the final betrayal of 
India came later, in August last, when the Premier Mr. Lloyd 
George delivered his notorious 1 steel frame ’ speech (see p, 208xxv).



111 <SL
The Amendment to the King’s Address

Motion of Censure on Mr. Montagu
house: of commoxs- 1 4 'i 'ii  Fe b r u a r y  m 2.

S ir  W .  Joynson H i c k s  (T w ic k e n h a m  P  n  1 ,
a m e n d m W ,  t o  a d d  th e  fo l l o w in g  w o r d  J ^ d  d e s . C ?  ' ^  ™

r o „ t r  tr , b “, pre,*"i "”i,io" s so  c o n s t a n t  b r e a c h e s  o f  th e  p e a ce  in  In d ia  is  th e  d i r e c t  r o s u l t  o f  r ’io  
^ d m in is t r a t io n  o f  th e  S e c r o t a r y  o f  S ta te  d u r in g  th e  la s t  th r e e  

f ^ V " d  tlU S t’ y0U r G ra o io u a  M a je s ty ’ s G o v e r n m e n t  w i l l  t a k o
s e c u r ftv  o f  r f ^ S a °  r ° S t0 re . !a " ’  a lld  o r d o r - a n d  to e s t a b l is h  t h e  
s e c u r ity  o f  l i fe  a n d  p r o p e r ty  in  th a t  c o u n t r y .”  H c  s a id  he  d id  n o t
dugutso the fact that the motion was in effect a censure of th 

ecretary of State in India for his actions during the lest tb

E L c r T1in  T c 0h r " ' 8 e n r um an h a d  USOd h is  p o s i t i ° ”  «  *  L ib e r a l  
'la n c e  tvith  I i t w t l  “ ''i  G o v e r n m e n t  t o  g o v e r n  I n d ia  in  a c o o r -
that that was' not a T i • ° n!e. ld0as- Many members felt
Government to dV m  / 0S1U0n, 0,r a Minister »> a Coalition 
tration, the rbdit hon no! tT by le8,slfition, but by adminis-
which was not i, . ’ 8 V  eman. bad Pursued a lino of conduct
n u m b e r  o f  C on sp rv le H CCOrda" u 0 l . 'c r th  th/8 V' 6WS o f  a  c o n s id e r a b le
t iv e s , ho  b e l ie v e d  “  ° S H ° " Se ( c h e e r s >> a n d  o f  C o n s e r v a -
e e n t lc m a n  h e ld  o u t s ld e  t b e  H o u s e .  T h e  r ig h t  h o n .
th a n  a  G o v e r n m e n t  t i /,OV0rn m o n t , t h o u g h  b a d , i f  fr e e , w a s  b e t t e r  
t h a t  i „  a  c o u ,lt  r y l i u  T ° T . e o o d ’ l f  a u t o c r a t ic .  H e  h im s e lf  h e ld  
G o v e r n m e n t , th n n o b  "  la  ] t  w a s  *a l tP o r0  im p o r t a n t  t o  h a v e  g o o d  
r ig h t  h o n . g e n t l e n l '  a u |o c r a t ' c - H is  c h a r g e  w a s  n o t  t h a t  th o  
a c c e p t e d , th o u g h  Z  b r o l lg h t  >" r e f o r m s — t h e y  h a d  b eer , 
r e fo r m s  he had  b y  i - ' y  '  ,10*' b b e  th o rn — b u t  t h a t  s in c e  th e s e
In d ia  ( c h o o r s )  a n d  I I  ^ OM duot e n c o u r a g e d  t h o  e x t r e m e  p a r ty  in  
m e n t  o f  I n d ia ’ t o  ta l -«  i f °  t a k °  t h e  s te p s  o r  t o  r e q u e s t  th e  G o v o r n -  
m a in ta in  la w  a n d  o r d e r  St° I >s t b a t  s b o id d  h a v e  b e e n  t a k e n  t o

h im  th r o u g h  U d b !  I l f w v  " r e a t  P e rs o n a l p o p u la r i t y  h a d  c a r r i e d  
' v h e r « , b u t  w e  tlfHV [  th  l h e 1sarao r e i o i e in g  a s  h e  m e t  w i t h  e v e r y -

|nes In  B o m b a y  wkb ° W uW hat h ad ta k e n  Plac6 b a b in d  t b o s e  r e jo i c -  
o u r  d a y s , 58 p o ra o  hf " .  h e  a r r iv e d ,  t h e r e  w a s  a n  o r g y  o f  r i o t in g  f o r  
• ark in g  t h a t  th e  V  C' l 8  k ' b e d  a n d  3 8 1  s e r io u s ly  i n ju r e d .  R o -  

7 ( a )  4 h a d  b 8 0 n  a  s t r o n e  s u p p o r te r  o f  t h o  I n d ia n



MOTION OF CENSURE [ h . o fi& u .
* M orr  bo iquoted 3 messa«0 from its correspondent, sayingV fitlt 

\ - \ f t 4 5 h  £  T O " *  thatJthe situati° ” in India was n o O l u  
H b°°am? d.aily moro difficult to find any one who 

believed in an ultimate solution without what was euphomistioally 
known as trouble. Lajpat Rai who was pormitto n £
» Z , l / ' l t '  r  ” T " ,Who >• w«, th. L Z .n d

from flnrmlni t ^  T  i' ,an ProPaSand». He received money 
L k  P . r i  SPr t  L" America- ia order to create disturbances

c l  i b  ^k0 h ,m  r e m e d  t0  PQt a ild  o u t  o f  p r is o n  l ik e
ja c k s  in  b o x e s  a c c o r d in g  as th e  S e c r e t a r y  fo r  I n d ia  t h o u g h t  a  l i t t le
more clemency was desirable for these people who were disturbers
of the paaeo in In d ia . H e  did not believe that this country under
stood the position to which I n d ia  had  arrived durin- th e  Govern
ment ol the right lion, gentleman. G a n d h i was a  fr ie n d  of the right 
hon. gentleman, who h a d  told the H o u s e  that he was proud of his 
friendship.
,, , . , , . ‘ bo h()11, gentleman wont on to qnoto from statements by Sir 
p  ' . '  ,,IC6'lt al|d Sir Harcourt Butler, Governor of the United
Provinces, to show tlm dangerous condition of affairs in India at
tjiKl tlmo- 1 ho right hon. gentleman, ho said, was respon-

. 01 fbcf state of affairs. If the Houso of Commons allowed 
ll . to 8° 0,1 after that day, they would take over from
' 10 right hon. gentleman the responsibility for it. To placate your 
nemios was regarded as a sign of weakness in India, and attempt's 
o i o so bad merely led to a fresh campaign. There was no agita- 

tatnr'11 States, where they know how to deal with agi-
r . the t h° l°,rm of ® °VGr,‘ment India had for over 2,000 years 
rjcht u ° ri“  10 People understood, and in the Native States the 
W h c  t h e 8n?a"  not been able to stir up discontent.
wore prosecuted 'and t h e ^  tT00p8 bflsan in 1919« two a8ita,ors
f e a r o L l e m o n s l a t i o n s  G la L t - ° k a PlaCe g " 01’ P r8 8 u ffla b ly  f,°r
g a o l  rennatcrl ih e  i ^ a,|d b i  a n d  th e  A l i  h r o t h o r s  o u t s id e  th e

and challenged th ^ P n ^ 0 f0r whioh thcir dup£s had bee" arrostcd;dor,e hut (I . overnn,ent t.o arrest thorn. They wore left
n..(1J ’ 6 men 111 8aol were not friends of the right bon. gentle-

H e  iiggoa ted  th a t  th e r e  h a d  b e e n  a  c r im in a l  b e t r a y a l  o f  e v e r y
quo man and white woman in India all through 1919, 1920 and 

, 1 ‘ a8t 1.000 people had been killed in India during the
onniri't0 yeals !'! r,iots an<1 rebellion, and the right hon. gentleman 
con d have avo'ded a great deal of that if it had not been for his
mistaken idea of lotting tho thing run.”  (Hear hear) Wo 1 a 
sc,“ A™ y into India ; we had sent our young men • 1 °  H  

a .  M  Civil Sorvi.c th, w„rld bad ,” , ?  Z ' ( ^ )

■ Gc% x



if  WBiVlVa] on  m m . Mo n t a g u  (© T
l- V ® ^ h T y h ° n-gentleman had broken the heart of the Civil ServTc&.I j 

A S ^ . Er00ngt d cheers' ) Sir William Vincent was authority 
VJgr^he statement-that, at the last examination for candidates held 

.n England, there were only three Englishmen who passed out of 
86 the candidate8 were nearly all Indians. Men who were in
I t n l t  ^  W 7 ? Uld n0t sond thcir s°ns 'nto i t ;  they 
I '  I  l f ,  bt by the r.'eht hon- ■ gentleman. (Cheers)
i .  t r r k  o 1 S  l C SWn|hi !  • U iS ratbBr hoartbrenking to see the work of the I.C.S all turning to ashes.”  He could not sa-
anythmg worse of the right hon. gentleman’s administration than
his treatment of the Indian Civil Service, which had stood for
British pres'ge and for the rights of the under dog in India— for
lhfinn8nno ° ^  300'°00,000 illiterate men in India and not for the

' fSitators. (Cheers) Tho hon. gentleman had 6ided
with the agitators. (Renewed cheers.) It was not too late now, if
tno right lion, gentleman would movo quickly. (Cries oi “ Move
S ' ,  v  10 WaS ass?“ ing tho riFht hon. gentleman would

s - si» ,«ss;:"'&r.rn " e" ded “  ",k°
A n o th e r T o r y  outburst

d u r i n ^ t ' h S l r T  (E a s tb “ - C- U . ) ,  s e c o n d in g , sa id  th a t  
S  6^  C? 0?  th e r6 hai1 b o e n  ^ r e  d e a th s , b lo o d s h e d ,
o ld  p o t y  n "  , f r ? n tl0n  ° n l T P e ft y  t h a »  in  6 0  y e a rs  u n d e r  th o  
Baid t im e  a fte r  t , ° Ub M °  n  K'Vntlam ft"  w o u ld  sa y , as h e  h a d
w e n t  o f  h t l  a d V ' ’ , S. T a  th a t  h °  ‘ i f t  “ W o™  to  th e  G o v e r u -  
in te r fe r e d  w ith  , “  0Ca G o v e r n m e n ts , h u t  h e  had  r e p e a te d ly
o ffice  w as ^ “ ^ .G o v e r n m e n t s  Snd h is  f ir s t  a c t  a fte r  a ss u m in g  
h a v in g  s t ir r e d  n o n -  ®tru c t io n s  th a t  th e  p e rs o n s  im p r is o n e d  fo r  
r ig h t  h o n . e r n t h f  , rd e r  ,n  In d la  shou!d b o  r e le a s e d . E v e n  ii  tlie  
t o  th is  H o u se  / o f 11 5 s , uTr?.mOI|t . " e r e  a c c e p t e d , b o  w a s  r o s p o n s ih lo  
o n  to  o th e r s  w e  ' le ®rs ' )  IB s  m e th o d  o f  t r y in g  to  ca s t  th e  b la m e  
b y  reason o f  t h «  f ' ° f ^ u e  ls b ' b he  r igh t, h o n . g e n t le m a n  h e ld  offioo 
b e r la in )  r e s i d e d b *  th a t  h ‘ S lm ta e d la te  P re d e c e s s o r  (M r . A . C h a m - 
ca n - -d-Lu n / f l i  bec;au se  l ,o t  h e i. b u t  so m e  o f  th o s e  u n d e r  h im , had  
w h ic h  t lie r  f  t 1U,l' a to  m u 'ld le  in  I n d ia .-  T h o  a p p a llin g  m u d d le s  
h a v e  ca i and h a d  b ®?.“  d u n n 8  M r - M o n t a g u ’ s- te n u r e  o f  o ffioe  w o u ld  
h o n . C6nUr a n y  o r d ,n a r y  in d iv id u a l  t o  h a v e  r e s ig n e d , b u t  th e  r ig h t  
d o in g  . ,a.n P re fe rre d  b r e a k in g  th o  s o ld ie r ,  sa c k in g  th e  c iv il ia n  or  
a W eek  o r 'i n f  ? r d e r  t o  saV e h is  o w n  sk in  (C h e e r s .)  W it h in  
G a n d h i f ron  i i iyi> a , r  t b e  o r d e r  had  b e e n  i a ide- t o  r e m o v e  M r.

-® r unjab; the right hon, gentleman paid a tribute



V V ^ i ^ a n d b i a s  a man of the highest motives and theLw « t J  
who had deservod well of his country.
^Sitation had not died out, on the contrary, the Mopla 

‘ bollion had taken place and there had been 4,000 or 5.000 deaths, 
Hundreds if not thousands of women had been outraged and pro
perty had been damaged, because the right hon. gentleman would 
not act. Did he realise that ho was responsible for tbo loss of those 
Jives : In the Punjab, the death roll was less than 500 and the
using was over in two weeks. General Dyer stopped the rebellion, 
but the right hon, gentleman referred to the talk about dreadfulness 
as deplorable and as terrorism, although he was a member of tbo 
Government who started reprisals in Ireland. After tho 1919 
rebellion in India more than 1,000 persons who bad boen convicted 
weio released, including 88 men who had been sentenced to death.

It was not only the Army, it was every service in India which 
had been absolutely disheartened and disgusted by tho treatment 
which they had recoived from the right hon. gentleman. Ho was 
< nving out from India overy Englishman of tho right typo, and 
making it impossible for them to go out tboro. (Cheers.) While 
.c 1'•'t'uined in the background, he was working underground. Tho 

!U  U hon gentleman’s methods were those of mole—ho went on 
Burrowing and one did not notiee for a long time the destruction 
no was making. He had undermined tho whole of our work there 
p nng tho last H>0 years. (Cheers, and cries of “ No !” ) He (Mr.
"'. vnue, onco asked a gardener what was the use of moles, and 

said ho supposed it was the skin. The gardener said: “ Oh! no,
■ un 1\}P° t*!111- That was not one of Mr. Montagu’s charact- 

Hii vi-nt' rr !S s Un, .w.as no  ̂^bin, no hippopotamus’s skin could bo 
nnit'll 1 h n °  118 ^on* SGntleman’s continued occupancy of the 
on 7 “  aTIgrave peril to this country, (Cheers.) Over

.. 8 \\ ’ ? jloose had signed a petition to the Prime minister
 ̂ ’ L , le if l10n- gentleman had lost tho confidence of tho

‘ ,u r)Sht hon. gentleman had consistently adopted a 
( I'd ° t l)a. ®r*ng to the extremists. If they were to restore 

it 1,1 ' j  la Ihe right hon. gentleman was not the man to do it. 
n o  assured the right hon. gentleman that there were a great 

supporters oi tlie Government who did not look on him as one 
o t e inoispensabl’es. It was a disgrace to the Government of 
Urn; country that anyone who had niado such blunders as the right 
inn. gentlemen should remain in office as Secretary of State. 

(Cheers.)

( i f  W  Mo t io n  o f  c e n s u r e  [ii. cM SSIs.



111 @L
Mr. Montagu's Reply

Mr. Montagu, in his reply, expressed surprise that in a discus
sionon Indian affairs, su g g e s t  by Sir D. Maclean, the spokesmen 
of the front Opposition bench should have been Sir W. Joynson- 

ic vs and Mr. G Wynne. Sir W. Joyneon-Hicks had mentioned the 
statement ho made sometime ago that Mr. Gandhi had been and 
was a friend of his (Mr. Montagu’s). No sooner did he become 
convinced that Mr. Gandhi was dangerous to the Indian Empire, 
than, m answer to a question in the House, ho explained that any 
nendship which had existed must cease. The hon. baronet had 

said that the Secretary of State was responsible for everything, 
a ' it was the direct, result of his administration that India to-day 

uas, as ho frankly and freely admitted, causing tbo gravest anxiety. 
,arL? this accusation was based on policy ultimately accepted by 

_ o House. But thero wore some causes of tbo present condition of 
nc la which could not he affected by whoever happened to be Secre- 

Jty for India. Thero had been a steady growth in India of— ho 
ouui n0t Say race antagonism,— hut-race consciousness. It, received 

a great inspiration during the war. Whilst ho thought this great 
■ tlih t°qeiSy had bcR" the oausc of COnsiderahlo unrest, he did not 

add' nTaS somothiDg which tbe House ought to lament. It would 
by Inrfi t Etrengt*1 a"d vlSor °f the Indian peoples. If it was used 
he belis h °° °l,eration th® preservation of tbo Indian Empire, 
The nexV > any pres“ nt difficulty arising from it would disappear. 
Secn tarv caus0 of trouble in India for which his presence as 
situation n°f m C0ldd n0| be held responsible was the economic 
very high ,u world. India was highly taxed, and prices were 
cure a.,d ?, tl10 Population was very poor. There was only one 
tUrai ru,- ' Ult " ’as tho development of the industrial and agricul- 
richcr ° urc0s of India in order that the peoplo might become

Indians and T u rk e y

n)|(( rupfure with Turkey, the Treaty of Sevres, and tho coriti- 
al)'1,'-i •L'StlĤ ies between Groeco and Turkey wero also profoundly 
rp|C 1,lg tbo peace of India. The Government had noyor failed to 
claimStvIt V'ewa °* Hidians on this subject, but ho could not 
•\VVq llat fbo Indians should dictate to us the peace with Turkey.
11 1,, 10 ,l''ied the House was to remember that it was largely by

6 e‘ 01 ts of Indian troops that Tiukey was conquered, and that

■ G°t̂ x



MlL M0NTAGU’S i m p l y  [h . o / g H r
Is. V ^  entitled to every consideration in the ultimate > 3 ^ 1  , 

' f ” .r C0U C gl,ve a greater immediate contribution to peacS7 ™ 
to ' u0mP ?te a,greeiner' t between the Allies which would lead
worn ?  80°d relat'on8 between Greece and Turkey. There
'ollow^ni he " hf'i!h r,es“ ' ted froS  the events of the Punjab in 1919 
be r z ° t r  hut m • ,He felt absolutely convinced that the
I.® Q‘ ®h"* b“ ‘ 0,1 * • » « * “  mako t0 Poace in India was not to dis- 
followhrhe tter' He djd n°t think that they could do better than 
follow the suggestion made by the Duke of Connaught, who had 
rendered great service to the Indian Em pire-never more than by 
the sympathetic and eloquent speeches he made last winter— and on 
both sides try to forget.

Coming to tho unrest caused by the general disturbance of the 
world, the right hon. gentleman said that ever since the Govern- 
iiien o \ussia foil into the hands of those who were exponents of
the ruin-producing doctrines of Bolshevism, India had been the ob-
jeet of their propaganda in tho jargon of those who sympathised with 

icm as a means of striking at the capitalistic countries of tho world, 
n la was not a fei tile soil for Bolshevist doctrine, but nevertheless 
° was u d Bolshevist doctrine had contributed something to the

iv h l i ’i Wlshed t0 pay a tribute to the splendid organisation
" I  llad be0n built up against that menace, and for confining tho 

-taranean devices which had been employed. Tho best evidence 
shivi-V ? jV6 *bo 8UCC8SS °f that organisation was that Bol- 
re 11- ' tboniselves had rendered a tributo to its efficiency by 
A „ ‘ fL,l" Somo of their agents because of their lack of success, 
industrn ’ CjUS° - ° f unrest in India was the beginning of the 
of a r lupment of the country and the development
were ™“ ,8-l ‘‘ bl° P°Pu*atioii engaged in industrial labor. There 
tlnsv pnnlH ’ ’ “ I Causes of labor unrest, aud the only remedy 
on Britkl- &r  ""as a better industrial organisation, not necessarily 
working hnf lneS’ u,ider which tboy would get moro harmonious 
u , 'v’t-on employers and employed. There had also been
'.’i . 1 . rtm 1 es as there always had been in India, particularly

wnui p ices were high.

Dissatisfaction with the Refotms

vtero those in India who wero dissatisfiod with tho 
Government of India Act. All he would say about that at the 
moment was tl ,t in tho circumstances in which the experiment 
was auriched, thero was every reason to believe it was working woll 
anc l lat. there was good hope of peace. When thoy considered tho 
mnrtamonW alterations made by the Govcrment of India Act he did 
iio thiuic they ought to pas. a judgment upou its working in one

' Go% x



m  1 l n ' s ^ 2] 0N M0T10N 0F u e n s u r e  ■; r n r
lndiT  wore feeling acutely the difficult p r o b l e i ^ f l  . 

. ^ p o s  lion 111 tTbe, Cr0W'! ColO'»os. He had to approach 
question from an Indian point of view and try to be just to various 
considerations which were represented by the Colonial Secretary.
bv th^Covernmm t tCr 7  if Ulader discussion with a view to decision
the Fmciirn s iti'F t a" J10 hoped in tho interests of the poaco of the Empire satisfactory solution would bo arrived at.
I j * ! t<lriCuP 0< n  r ŝponsibi 1 ity for tho maintenance of ordor in 

s, onsib ifv W°Tt e11 tb0 HoUSe ho'v h0 had discharged that 
h e fis  i S h o  h : r r ? ^ tUllingMr- Gwynne because- not for 

M ortal, R f d that he did not Relievo what he (Mr.
member th o  for no" s h a ^  0! ^ °  t0 " j  “ T " 08 an bon.rn im t tin, , of roason bad made that accusation
He !d tom l t M "°6 ho, had e,ltered the House. (Hear, hear.) 
and order i, . 0 10 00" 0]usioii that they could not maintain law
sinoo ho hoo ?,< 'q. r° m ^ onc ôni Thero had never been any doubt 
recovniw) Ilf'-'0 ' eRrotaI'y ° { Stato that the Governments in India 
order i n  ° 'f  prime all_d essential responsibility for maintaining 
(invert ,’u was sal:'sfied of that ho must leave to the Indian
was lire'16"’ .V  'vbi°b were neoessary to ensure that order
f-u:n ■" f,'cd ‘ d 'e Governments in India were dealing with these 
mn s n, the way which seemed best to them. (Cheers.)

c o n f i d e n t , .  6V ery  r o a son  t o  b e l ie v e  t h a t  th e y  w o ro  w o r th y  o f  th e  
th r o n c h  fit 9P° f < 111 tb o m  b y  b is  M a je s ty ’ s G o v e r n m e n t ,  a n d  t h a t  
(C h e e rs  ) 'V° m d  w in  th l'0USh in  I n d ia  t o  h a p p ie r  t im o s .
a n d  i t  » « .  y  c 0 ld d  w o r k  th o s e  th in g s  in  a  o n e - s id e d  w a y ,

th in k  th a t  t h T l 8 ^ " '  I5486*3 U p o "  a  w h o l,y  e r r o n e ° u s  c o n c e p t io n  t o  
d i f fe r e d  fro m  S ir  W  " t 0Ca G o y e r 'im e " t8 had  b o o n  t o o  s lo w . I f  th e y  
th a t  th e y  had  1 ' J o y i l s o n - H lo k s > b o  b e g g e d  h im  to  r e m e m b e r
In d ia n  G o v e r n  *  e x p e n o n c e > a ,ld  " ’ e r e  j u s t  as p a t r io t i c  as h e  w a s . 
th e  w h o le  o f  h v Ut " ’ a s ' l0 fcs °  s ira P) e - W b on  a  q u e s t io n  a f fe c te d  
a c c o u n t  e v e n r  ’ t h ® G o v e r n m e n t  o f  1 ,ld ia  w a s  b o u n d  to  ta k o  in t o  
I n d ia  Thera ’ , l0 t  m e r e ly  >'» ‘ >>0 p r o v in c e s ,  b u t  in  th e  w h o le  o f
th o v  l ,» d  „  , " 'as n o  su e !l m is c h ie v o u s  ru m o u r  in  th o  w o r ld  as t h a t
p r o t e c t  h im  V L "  e x c e p t i o "  o f  G a n d h i  a n d  w e r e  in t e r fe r in g  t o  
m o n t h -  „ „ „  u  ■ ' th a t  m io o b io v o u s  r u m o u r  w a s  fir s t  c ir c u la te d
t fm i it  8  ’ H u  M a]e s t y  s G o v e r n m e n t  t o ld  th e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d ia  
t h e v 1 ' a s a p p e a r o d  in e v it a b le ,  M r. G a n d h i ’ s a r r e s t  b e c a m e  n e ce ssa ry ,
Maimu,d n °  c0l,rse’ have the wholo-hearted support of bis -viaiosty s Government. (Cheers,)

M r  G a n d h i’s C h a n g e d  A ttitu d e

iindr! Say more tllan this’ continued Mr. Montagu. As I
’ Rand it, tho reason which animated tho Government of India



l .  V v^ejthis.J Mr. Gandhi began with certain activities, which mwbdy 
will stigmatise, for the promotion of temperanco and for socia!h-T^“ * 
forth, and has gradually started into one of the maddest political 
campaigns, step after step, and stage after stage, in each one of 
which ho has failod, and been repudiated by the good sense of 
India. It is not a sin to think you are going to got Home Kale by 
spinning a cobweb, and it is not a sin to think you are going to get 
Homo Rule by spinning a cobweb, and it is not a sin to think you are 
going to get Homo Rule by stopping your practice as a Barrister. 
What happened was that at each stage Mr. Gandhi failed in his 
promises, and became discredited— I am not talking about the man, 
but about hiB objectives and methods which became discredited by 
thinking people. Now he has embarked on things which are 
dangerous in his anarchical mood ; the Government of India arc 
entitled to call upon the support of every well-thinking and loyal 
Indian in the measures that it may be necessary to take.

A few days ago 1 learned from the Government of India tha 
they had issued orders for Mr. Gandhi’s arrest (Cheers.) I hen 
came a dramatic change in the situation, of which I have only 
learned to-day. I gather that Mr. Gandhi and his colleagues have 
decided not to pursue civil disodedience, illegal activities, or to 
court arrest or imprisonment, or to picketing or voluntary proccs 
sions, or public meetings. In view of this development, the Govern 
ment of India have told me that they have postponed proceedings 
with a view to ascertaining how far these decisions mean a com 
plete cessation of all illegal and dangerous activities, and 1 am sure 
the House will agree that his arrest will be essential if anything 
short of this is involved by the decision. (Cheers.)

Ths Protection of Civil Servants
Now I come to another suggestion made from the Opposition 

benches, which is that our officers cannot do their work in India 
because they are not assured of the support of His Majesty’s Govern
ment and the Government for which they work. I admit that tins 
feeling exists and nobody deplores it more than I do. 1 really tbiiiK 
it is founded on a misapprehension, and very largely on inI"1, 
presentation. The position of officers in India has bean mi
oxtrernely difficult by the passage of the Reform Bill, t hat is w
we accepted a recommendation of the Joint Committee in tavor or 
the scheme of proportional pension. The Joint Committee of 
Parliament recommended that Civil Servants should be allowed to 
retire on proportional pensions. That recommendation has been 
accepted. We were very desirous of meeting the objections which 
liavo been raised, and the imperfections which exist are under con-
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I ( si|fflatu>& The scheme of reform has made their position diMtfwil.
’ 'Iw ro hSe been a transfer of certain responsibilities. There 
V^pi^Cgbeat financial stringency and hardship which India m its 

f̂tresemt financial position is powerless to remedy. 1 can assure the 
House that the officers have been protected and supported not only 
by the local Governments, but by tho Government of India and His 
Majesty’s Government. Whenever the Secretary of State in Coun
cil has had reported to him conspicuous service in exceptional 
circumstances by much valued officers, he has never failed to express 
his appreciation. It is obvious that wo owe it to the Service to 
reward their loyalty, and it is common knowledge that the Service 
of India has helped to work tho reforms and make thorn a success 
with a loyalty traditional to that Service. We owe it to them, and 
we intend to discharge our obligation to protect them in the dis
charge of the dutios with which they are entrusted, and to do every
thing in their support. That does not mean that whenever a public 
servant in India does anything which we may think is prejudicial 
to the interests of India we are to be debarred from expressing 
any adverse opinions. If it wore tho rule that every officer should 
do as he liked, and it was wrong for the Servico to express an 
opinion, there would not bo a Government of India, but the Gov
ernment of India would pass into the hands of individual officers, 
it is becauso on occasion censure has been expressed that there has 
JCuii a deliberate attempt to get tho Service in India to believe that 

ey are not being supported by the Government, and I assure tho 
House there is no foundation for that belief.
i . , . . .1 re“ (i* a spoech reported in tho papers this morning. Sir 

i lam \ mcent is the Homo Member of the Government of India, 
‘?!! . . 13 sl)0eph has twice been quoted. I want to tell the House 

a. 1 ')ny suggestion that Sir William Vinceut pointed out
•?. H1 e.lueneful effects upon the Servico which continual abuse has 
i regard to recruiting. I am not surprised at what he has said 
n at su ject. It is quite true there were only three successful
ng lsh candidates, but what tho Houso must remember is that 

um oi the exceptional methods of recruiting we adopted we have 
go., y  selection 114 admirable candidates, and there is no reason 
{°  10 love ^  various kinds of methods there are not coming
forward a sufficient number of recruits for the Indian Service. If 
^icut are not, (ho euostion of recruiting for the indispensable Indian 
■ cnvine will ongage our most earnest attention,

The Government’s Policy.

memLrTor^astbour’n e k !  T * '  ° " l  ^  ° "  v ^ '  Th° ’T' ourne (Mr. Gwynno) said our policy was unautho-
o
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0N M0T10N 0F GENSURE [ii. o/Q¥ .
I * 1 the Government. I do not know what he means \ W ilt .
W V m ^ p la r a t i o n  of August 24, 1917, was drafted by the ChWiAU 

fi*.1;.*ma!le on *^0 authority of the Cabinet. I really did not invent 
~tbirt policy.  ̂ Sometimes it is attributed to my right hon. friend 
the Lord Privy Seal. 1 cannot give claim of parontage to him. It 
is policy that has been developed from the days of Mr. Macaulay, 
and is tho result of a century of British politics. I want to mention 
this because I want to say something to India. Our policy is the 
maintenance of the integrity of tho British Empire, coupled with the 
grant of opportunity of development for full Self-Government within 
that Empire. I think I ought to say something about the conditions 
of that policy, because 1 do not think it is at present sufficiently 
understood by the Legislatures of India. His Majesty’s Government 
announced the policy in 1917, and it was ultimately enforced by 
Parliament by the passage of the Government of India Act.

F u tu re  Steps.

1 do not think there will ever be any question of going back 
on that policy, but I want to explain that, in ray view, while there 
may  ̂ be every reason for suggesting that Parliament was right, 
Parliament would not be justified at tho present time in thinking 
oi extending the scope of that policy. (Hoar, hear.) It is true 
that when the Act was passed, it was intended to be a transition 
and that it was described as a first step towards further instal
ments of Self-Government ; but it was made plain at tho time, and 
I want to make plain now, that those further steps would depend 
upon Parliament becoming satisfied with the use made of the first 
instalment. (Hear, hear.) That was to be the criterion. Upon 
1 ie Indians themselves dopended tho view which Parliament would 
take of future steps.

It was our view and our desire, and it is still, that if the 
matter went well eventually further steps should be taken, but it 
v as the determination of Parliament that if the matter did not 
go well, no further steps should bo taken. I ask for no judgment 
at this stago, but J think I do right in expressing my belief to 
Indians who are working these reforms and other Indians who are 
not that. I believe that, so far as this House is concerned, that 
criterion will not be departed from. To win their way to Self- 
Government, under the supreme and continuing authority of the 
King Emperor, they must show not merely individually, but collec- 
tively, a readiness for what is involved in Self-Government, matters 
which were mentioned in this House at the time of the passage of 
the Act, the creation nr.d education of electorates in political affairs, 
the safeguarding and toleration of opposing views, the protection
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\. \oi Jifbts of minorities, and for tho taking of the risks '
are inherent in the art of Government, maintaining order by wlkajP.A^J 
ovor-steps may bo necessary, against any challenge. (Cheers,)

No useful purpose will be served by minimising the great 
difficulties. No human being can say for certain what the eventual 
form of Self-Government will be. It is not, necessary to contem
plate that Indian genius will wish to accept every self-governing 
institution which we possess. We have not yet determined, and 
cannot determine at this stage, the size of the unit of self-Gov- 
ernment, whether it will be the existing provinces or other 
provinces. These things will all solve themselves in tho future, 
but at the present moment the absolutely essential condition of 
any further progress is the successful working of the first instal
ment that Parliament has given. (Cheers.)

“ Self-Government within the Empire.”
I want to say one othor thing at this very serious moment. 

The Self-Government which we promised India the opportunity of 
working was Self-Government within the Empire (Cheers), and 
therefore 1 want to say to India that I do not believe the British 
Parliament will ever jeopardise that opportunity. After all, 
Indians in their thinking momonts will bo the first to recognise 
that it was with British enterprise and with British energy that 
tho present Indian Empire was built up, and that it is under British 
guidance and with British help that their future will be achieved, 
t oar, hear.) I do not believe for our sake, as well as for India, 

int this i arliament will ever jeopardise the existence of either, 
and therefore I would say in all sincerity to India that tho exhibi
tion or separatist tendencies and of disloyalty to tho King-Emperor, 
lutilo attempts to mar the wolcome given to the King-Emperor’s 
son, must postpone, or at any rate prejudice, the good-will of tho 
British people towards Indian aspiration. (Cheers.)

It is well, l think, that Indians should realise that, based on 
good-will and partnership, there are no rights that will be denied 
iu  i> the British Parliament, but if tho existeno of our Empiro 
is challenged, if the discharge of the responsibilities of our Gov
ernment towards India is prevented, if demands are made in tbo 
'cry  mistaken belief that we contemplate a retreat from India, 
han Sl not successfully challenge the most determined

poop u hi the world— a people who will once again, as it has done 
T'1'". ..’ answer the challenge with all the vigor'and detonm- 

:n v ! s comihand. (Cheers.) On the other hand, if India
•I0™ ’ *1 ° Ur ” ° ° d faith—as she ought to believe— if shs will 

accept the olfor that has been made to her by the British Perlia-
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ft f V t fn s^9 w'  ̂ Bud that the British Empire, for v \ G iT o
an(I Englishmen have so recently died, andLwlilh 1 

\^M -ddW /present moment is saving the world, will give her liberty 
i;i' ,l(l* fi°onsQi freedom but not anarchy, progress but not stampede, 

peace and the fulfilment of the best destinies that the future can 
possibly offer. (Cheers.)

“  A c id  T e s t  of E m p ire ”

Mr. A cland (Camborne, L.), in giving his support to tbo 
general policy of the Secretary of State, said that the attacks which 
had liQoii mado on him were doing the Empire a groat deal of harm, 
lliey were based, not in regard to tbo actual position in India, but 
on race  ̂ prejudice. It was tho acid test of Empire whether we 
should, in a few’ years, find that we were succeeding in steadily 
pursuing tho course adopted by Parliament in 1919. He felt that 
they must still steadily go forward on the task on which Parliament 
colored when it passed the Act of 1919, but, at tho same time, they 
must maintain law and order. With these two policies together, 
■*o believed that a solution of the present position in India would 
be attained.

^’ r low nshencl (The Wrekin, Ind.), speaking with tbo 
emponence of IS years service in India, said he heartily agreed with 
1 0 Secretary of State that the great cause of the present Muham- 

m-nl ui unrest in India was undoubtedly our failure to make peace 
p 1 t" a 1 urks. France was a great Muhammadan governing 
• ower, and she had mado peace with the Turks in ordor to avoid 

aving the same unrest in North Africa. He took the view that 
!, 011 y  l ‘le Government would issue a communique to India declaring 
i > n m(3_ar,b to stand by the Government of India in maintaining 

ouatitufcion and'in enforcing law and ordor, the presont trouble
i''jl°|U r  ‘^appear. They had simply to show firmness and agitators
(H e'JUtl] 1 "Jould disappear at once. Wo must govern in India or go, 
att ar* Gi his opinion we bad boon too fast in imposing

f s f rn, ni(Jfuods and institutions on an Eastern peoplo, who wore 
. u *or If they were to govern in tho East they must
dreamers1 m° n’ men will-power. They could not have

fi opposed tho amendment. The real cause of
ll! rou , ? 111 India, he said, over and above tho world spirit of 

J1, ‘ was aftermath of tbo war, was our treatment of 
tr 0 , urkish question and its effects on tho Muhammadans of tho 
' oi . lie believod that we should hoar of any proposal to go 
i.ic , on the reforms which had been granted or to turn British 

in .j  a congeries of Native States. The vote of the Iudian

0N MOTION OF CENSURE [h . ofpSm.



V. Assembly supporting the Viceroy in the policy of fnV&isI ,
\* waschet.th°ught, a hopeful fact. It had already caused Mr. GatrtfwM 

t0 Rlve nP 0,vl1 disobedience. He believed the bad featuros of the 
present state of India were in no way due to individual acts of the 
Secretary of State.

(Scottish Universities, C. U.) appealed to the 
. ' j  ?1.y °  ^tato on behalf of the Civil Servants of India, and 

™ '° ,nsls*' upon a thing which the present Government 
‘I1 0 -orgot elsewhere, as well as in India— the maintenance

* j f  and the secarity of life and property. (Hear, hear.)
had 7 leutC ? m - K f nw°rthy (Hull, Central, L.) said that Gandhi 

, ,'"en al-'used l.iy every one, but the time might come when we 
.1 • congratulate ourselves on having a man of his eminence, with
the ideas he possessed.

^ ‘ ot (Lanark C. U.) said we had started a gospel of 
blonrUi, l f and W.oro 0,l]y beginning to realise tho trouble and 
in" Indi-, ' nVfS ?.0Ing k° oause. There might be a chance of hold- 
becausn nVti,!'1 1 -'7as small, and was rapidly diminishing, chiefly 
S n  T,nt V  T Id6a Whioh wa* being preached that wlmro the 
have rights n r 6"! U1> *dl° ocdored subjects of tho King were not to
the-Empire. 868’ ° r duties or a” y in the partnership of

language of" ^ astin8a. C, U.) whilst regretting tho personal
of State said th fTi° 10̂ ’ anc  ̂ Personal attack on the Secretary 
ment w'as that^H eravamen ot bis charge against the Govern- 
Middle East or WaS no  ̂ ona single question in tho Near or
there was not one n- la! ° "  they had been united. Indeed,
division had nor 0 Gu°stion on whioh their disunion and
(Hear, hoar.) Owin^i" ?i vertl8ed in the four quarters of tho globe, 
stools in dealing wTm ° 'p lai cause> they had fallen between two 
division and a contrm »» 7  '-0y' rand to'day there was another open 
for India and the ( Y - l / . T ' l f  fonsht out between the Secretary
commend the British A’uT'b, W:ia that record lik°ly to
to iheir supporters n, ■ ^'ldla ' bhe Government presented 
be able to keep alone r  sou°us questions whether Ministers would 
in view of their onnn • m°. °i oar’ consistent, well-balanced policy 
amongst themselvos ' av0" ed’ tameless, and flagrant disagreement

erimwnt in roga rd ^ ff? '' -1 ' Cr‘ ticisod tllB acfcion of tho G ov10 ' u° Mopla rebellion.
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Mr. Llyod George's Speech

I  t h in k  i t  w ill  b e  g e n e r a l ly  a g r e e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  v e r y  d e s ir a b le  
t h a t  th e re  s h o u ld  b e  a  d is c u s s io n  on  t h e  a ffa irs  o f  I n d ia  in  t h e  I m 
p e r ia l  P a r l ia m e n t . I t  is  b e t t e r  t h a t  th e  c h a r g e s  a n d  c o u n t e r 
c h a r g e s  t h a t  a re  m a d e  o u t s id e , th e  r u m o u r s  t h a t  a r e  c u r r e n t ,  th e  
a n x ie t ie s  w h ic h  h a v e  b e e n  c a u s e d , s h o u ld  b o  s i f t e d ,  a n d  examined 
h e r e , c a lm ly  a n d  d is p a s s io n a te ly , b y  th e  A s s e m b ly  t h a t  is  p r im a r i ly  
r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  th e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d ia .  M y  r ig h t  h o n . F r ie n d  
th e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  fo r  I n d ia  h a s b e e n  a t t a c k e d  fr o m  b o t h  s id e s .
A  n u m b e r  o f  s p e e c h e s  h a v e  a t t a c k e d  h im  b e c a u s e  he  h a s  g o n e  t o o  fa r  
in  o n o  d i r e c t i o n ,  a n d  o t h e r  s p e e c h e s  h a v e  b e e n  d e l iv e r e d  c r i t i c i s in g  
h im  b o ca u s e  h e  lia s  n o t  g o n e  fa r  e n o u g h . T h e  c e n t r a l  p o s i t io n  is  a 
sa fe  o n e  fo r  a  c o u n t r y  t o  o c c u p y , b u t  i t  is  a  v e r y  u n p le a s a n t  o n o  fo r  
a  s ta te sm a n  to  w a lk  a lo n g , b e c a u s e  h e  is  l ia b le  t o  b e  a t t a c k e d  fr o m  
b o th  s id e s , a n d  th e re  is  a  c r o s s  fir e , w h ic h  is  e x c e e d in g ly  d a n g e r o u s  
to r  h is  p o l i t ic a l  b l o o d .  T h a t  h a s b e e n  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  f o r  m y  r ig h t  
hon . F r ie n d  a n d  o f  e v e r y b o d y  e lse  w h o  h a s b e e n  t r y in g  t o  w a lk  
a  m o d e ra te  p a th  b e t w e e n  t w o  e x t r e m e s .  M a y  I  j u s t  sa y  o n e  w o r d  
a o u t  th e  sp e e ch  o f  th e  M o v e r  o f  th e  A m e n d m e n t  ( S i r  W .  J o y n s o n  
b lin k s ). I  h o a rd  th e  la t t e r  p a r t  o f  i t , a n d  a lt h o u g h  I  d id  n o t  a g r e o  
w it h  it , I a p p r e c ia t e d  v e r y  m u ch  its  a b i l i t y  a n d  s k i l l .  I  a m  v e r y  
d e l ig h te d , as an o ld  f r ie n d ,  t o  c o n g r a t u la t e  m y  h o n . F r ie n d  u p o n  
b is  sp e e ch , a n d  I a m  s t i l l  m o re  p le a s e d  t o  d o  s o  as a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  
sa m e  p ro fe s s io n . H e  s p o k e  w it h  m o d e r a t io n  a n d  r e s tr a in t .  H o  
a v o id e d ,  a t  a n y  ra te , a n y  p e t t y  p e r s o n a l i t ie s ,  aD d h is  s p e e c h  w as 
a il th e  s t r o n g e r  f o r  th a t  r e a s o n .

I h e r e  is  m u ch  in  th e  s ta te  o f  I n d ia  t h a t  ju s t i f i e s  g r a v o  c o n c e r n , 
e p re c a te  a la rm . T h e re  is  c e r t a in ly  n o  ca u s e  fo r  p a n ic , a n d  th e  

s itu a t io n  is  w e ll w it h in  th e  c o m p a ss  o f  o u r  s t r e n g th  w i t h o u t  a d d in g  
t o  o u r  b u rd e n s . T h e r e  is  n o  d o u b t  t h a t  i t  is  a s i t u a t io n  w h ic h  
d e m a n d s  e x a m in a t io n  a t  t h e  h a n d s  o f  th e  I m p e r ia l  P a r l ia m e n t  
as w a il as th e  I m p e r ia l  G o v e r n m e n t ,  but; w e  c a n n o t  d e a l  w i t h  it  
e f f e c t iv e ly  u n le ss  w e  s e e k  o u t  th e  r e a l c a u s e s  o f  th e  u n r e s t  w i t h o u t  
lo o s in g  o u r  se n se  o f  p r o p o r t i o n .  I f  an  a t t e m p t  b e  m a d e  t o  tra ce  
th e  o r ig in  o f  t h e  d is tu r b a n c e  in  I n d ia  t o  s o m e t h in g  w h ic h  o c c u r r o d  
t w o  o r  th re e  y e a rs  a g o , P a r l ia m e n t  a n d  t h e  p u b l ic  a re  m is le d  a s  
t o  th e  r e a l ca u s e s  o f  o u r  d i f f i c u lt y ,  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t ly  n e i t h e r  P a r l ia 
m e n t  n o r  th e  p u b lic  n o r  th e  G o v e r n m e n t  c a n  d e a l  e f f e c t iv e ly  w it h  
t h e  s i t u a t io n ,  W e  m u s t  g o t  a  re a l u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  w h a t  th e

■ Goi x



MR. LLOYD GEORGE’S SPEECH /Q
7 j8! .when trouble arose, and wby it arose. If we dp.\.rWj I

without any partisanship, we can apply remodifeiH—J 
,4_!.„ WC ^tribute it. all to one cause, that cause not being the real 

sourcirand fount of the disturbance, we shall launch out on a policy 
which will he ineffective and will probably he disastrous.

The disturbance and unrest in India did not begin 3 years 
ago. have been a member of Governments since 1906, and I 
remember perfectly well when my Noble Friend Lord Moroly, the 
secretary of State for India, had constantly to bring to the atten- 

on ot the Cabinet the serious unrest in India. In 1916, Sir 
011 ' no Cbirol, who has been referred to as a great authority on 

tpL ! u ■,oc ’̂ Polished his classical book on “ (Jnrest in India ” . 
v s ' w“  yoars before tho war. The attempt on the life of the 
sevoraf-i'IaS a C0“ P*e °i years before the War. There had been 
There had''bo1' 1110''8 °r att.eml)ts at assassination of high officials, 
agitators wBi-nC,!i mal,y ,po1'00 murders, there were constant riots,

< - *  autho unrest in l„rl;0 . V̂ar- 18 therefore idle to attribute
hon. Friend tho Secre'tary^f''st 7 ^  i T ' ’613 ^  r 7of office. To do so , . tat.e 10r India assumed the reins
serious rpalitv i \ 0 . doing justice to the theme. It is a

U S , ; ^ e t °  edeal‘  with, but it can only be dealt 
ca u L  are t L  understand what the
tion with Eastern ideas I r S  l  ma“ y‘ n ° re y° U haV® * popula‘ centuries Da ™ Eastern experience traversing unknown
S w « £ H f , T tn8Vm1,,ri‘ to*l i '> their story. Modern 
'ptcy’ acknowledged  ̂ ^  iment were unknown,
weakness, gave thr.m bl0a over-lords who, according to their 
largely an English odnear'163 in'11-1 f'sturbance. We gave them 
education which is f;va  J . Thavo been. amazed at the kind of
it poisoned the Indian mind ° hlld‘ Thei'° is no doubt
of rich, well-to-do Indian e had a very considerable number 
at the English universitin«&e,T’ i f 8 41011 cblldren to he educated 
ideas, and they g0 back full t .u " er? 8aturated with Western 
liberty became their id e l ° fr h° m ' * ho f  eat Western ideas of 

ji was putting new wine intn i ^0und to create unrest. It
West into tho older lmt iu  °  ' c J? tt: os— the horco wine of the 
v ,i,tagos-_the fierce and oft ° S °  410 EaSt accust°med to milder

and there wa a 8 ’ C° arser1 'vines of ‘ he West. They
ltDxication swept over‘ the S 9’ th° W' ne spread and tb°

O t T m  ^ ^ ^ - l o n c .  In the story of India you must not 
y of A sm -Japan , China, India, tho hundred of

■ g°^x
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(= ( PQ0P_1° who have been living in tranquility Vald [in
\ V ^ ^ 7 ' ° n  with ideas of autocracy that gave them protecti<£uX»idi 

.P Ul,<̂ er which they were satisfied and here comes the 
T It is because the West has got into conflict with East.

was inevitable. There were two chemicals which were bound 
sooner or later to produce some form of explosion. Do not let us 
overlook these facts. What has happened in Japan 1 The 
Kusso-.Japanese V> ar had an enormous effect upon the population 
of Asia. I do not want to dwell on wbat it meant to them, but it 
meant something to them in the feeling they had towards Europo, 
towards the possibilities of Asia, of Asiatics towards Europe, which 
had a very disturbing effect from ono end to another. What has 
happened in China? We talk as if it were purely India. In China 
you had a great foreign dynasty governing hundreds of milions of 
Chinaman, lh e  strong hand of that dynasty is removed. What has 
happened ? Self-government, liberty, Western ideas, Republics 
foimed purely on Western model— the whole country shattered into 
warring fragments. But it shows that it was a movement which 
did not originate with the War. It goes far back. The agitation 
in China came from exactly the same source. Chinese students in 
Amorica, by the hundreds and the thousands, imbibing ideas of 
American democracy, and Chinese students here. Some of the 
eadera of the revolution in China were men who were trained in 

. ™ est- They go back to China, and that is the result. In 
trying to apply remedies, let us face the realities and get at the 
?C Cndoubtedly the War accentuated and aggravated them. It 

s -too v up the whole world. The magnetic currents passed through 
Rations and they are still trembling, except those who are too 
nn,rUSti v l|je y* ?r ^as st'*rred them up, given them new vigour,
• UilJc °?  *3 which has created unrest and disturbance

veiy and. 1 here is disturbance in India. Let any man look 
e .u ia t  our own country in 1919 and to all the countries of 

/ '  10*3° a. y°u need no further explanation as to what has
Happened in India. I have pointed out the result in China. The 
lini jand of British domination and rule prevented a catastrophe in 
n laj ‘ fuere had not been British rule there the consequence 

would nave been a catastrophe of the widest kind. The War 
aggravated the situation. My right bon. Friend the Secretary of 
otate for India, pointed out some of the more ordinary, commou- 
piaca contributions to the unrest, tho impoverishment of the 
nations, high taxation, increased burdens, and the diminished 
means and the diminished strength of bearing them. Ho was 
perfectly right, and so were some of my hon. Friends who have 
spoken in the debate, including tho hon. Member for blast

0/V MOTION o f  CENSURE [h . ^ Q U p .
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1'• ! ^m 4 f ?  (^*r H. Rees,) iri the view that the one unfortVn^iJ 
*’ . 'coifii^iuencii of the M'ar from the point of view of India was

manoeuvered^ into the position of having to fight the 
greatest Islamic Power in the world. It was undoubtedly a triumph 
of German diplomacy. In the East, undoubtedly German diplomacy 
did triumph with Turkey, with Bulgaria, and with Greece. There 
was the fact that we wore the only power free, because wo were a 
sea power, and because there was no invader on our soil, to take up 
mo challenge that had come. Tho result was that wo were as an
fv!nP1rie’ . ' I,0Ui ht ^ C0 *"° âce as W0re a solitary struggle between 

e n ish Empire and an Islamic Power. That was one of the 
, i 's, * “ ''»■ °| War over which we had no control and,
p 1 ou, et y’ *s one °f the causes of unrest in India. Lot us face that.

disturhnnJ6 Notched very summarily some of the causes of
result nf 'it i \xr . you come t0 tho excitability that has been a 
is to allow it ^  t!U. overy land and in every clime, all you can do 
here a i G 16 is gradually subsiding. It is subsiding

Eu">pe. The position has improved so 
»  “ „ t » f * ■  pooi’le I hey
matter of ttn.o w u° f °^ence and to take up arms. It is a 
thore is no doubt tt t f  you come t0 t'16 disturbances in the East 
could be m-id -aJ lfc would be of enormous advantage if peace 
the Secretaw ^ f S ^  * 6 * urk» h Empiro. My right hon. Friend 
the few davs to t l-3 ° or J<orelfi|1 Affairs hopes in the course of 
view to seeing UP •* -6 matt0r “ gain with our Allies with a
peace, but it f  i *U1 ,t ,s llot; possible to arrange a satisfactory 
by unjust coiioo S' 0 a Hust Peace. There is nothing to bo gained 
I empha8ise "h0 wov, ° ‘ -fear' [ Ho*- Members: “ Hear, hear, ! ” j 
in India between f  ■ u"Jlls.t .' We have hold tho balance even 
in India comes nru^0" 8 re ,g’ on8- The strength of British rulo 
because it w a s 'moi ûcausB we have given way to one faith, 
we have quite fearless!v"b i f  , f he .e* penae of another, but because 
medan and Hindu ■ J i ° ^ tho balance even between Mohani- 
have applied in InrlG1' , .°VOry other religion, and the principle wo 
Turkish Treaty w ,  ' ,0 n'ost apply in the settlement of tho 
and both races'- otbnrw,-USt ■ foarlessly just to both religions 
but much harm wm h' the * "d- 110 « 00fl will bo done
‘ “ tore trouble in order J<tn d° n0‘ n U 6 Sha11 80W tho seed ° ‘ ° Ur difficulties. to ^urc^ase a temporary solution of

\Yhat * Further cause of unrest.
with ? There G Ca? so of unrost anrl how is it to be dealt,

. >a crul cause ; there is the fact-that India sii
Mu)
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P  ^ e r j& iro u g h  the War, like every other country. Her f f lt r i ls
\ arc greater, but that is not all. The customers of India aro p r̂irort 

The people who bought from India are no longer buying, and India 
is suffering, just as we are suffering. In that rospect, only the popula
tion is very much poorer, and there is not the margin for impoverish- I 
ment. There is only one way of dealing with that, and that is a 
gonaral one, and universal one, which applies to India and applios 
to Britain, and that is, that peace must be established throughout 
the world and there must be an international effort to reconstruct 
trade and put i? on its own normal basis again. To that end we 
have invited India specially to send a representative to assist the 
British delegation at the forthcoming conference when we aro 
discussing the question of the economic reconstruction of Europe. 
That is not enough. I here is no doubt that a good deal more can 
bo done for the material development of India.

I was talking^ to a very distinguished foreigner—and let us 
face facts— who, if ‘ mentioned his name, would bo recognised as 
one of the best friends which this oountry has ever had, who told 
me after be had returned from India that he was very disappointed 
at the extent to which tho material resources of India had been 
developed. How many Members of this House have read the report 
of tho Indian railways . 1 earnestly advise my hon. Friends who
-com to think that the whole trouble in India has arisen’ from 
f ne act of my right bon. Friend, to read that report. There is 
enough cause in that alone to account for a great deal of the Indian 
rouble. I am not attributing it all to that. I would bo com

mit „g a mistake in saying that I am only putting this as one 
of the causes, but lot my hon. Frieds read it Ic is a very
lor' a remedv0UI?dnt’ P° ir'tS to one °f the things that call
the danger T h e ™ a *  “ hinS P ™  ? ° U ' P Ptl.nt inr.o nf a cornPhunts from great provinces in India
I ’ , -  P P P  P ,  t0nS of. grain, sugar, cotton a n d  cotton 
P  ‘ 111 8̂ eĉ 8 railway sidings, and in the bazaars
mcause there arc no wagons and no locomotives, and they cannot 

get coal in order to run their factories, and mills are closing down 
and (locks are crowdod. And that is not merely since the
. , r’ IIef0 is a quotation from Sir John Hewett, who writes in 1913 :__

Mi
, * am directed to address you regarding the congested state

. t" e railways which has enured, and is causing continually, 
immense loss to the agriculture and trading community in this 
Province—the United Provinces—and has also seriously affected 
the administration of Jtepnrtroonts,”

ON MOTION OF CENSURE [ h . of? mr.tgr.



X<x!5l^2>/ /  The conditions of India

Tho l rime Minister : I am not going into the question of
who is r e s p o n s e ,  whether Government control or private enter- 
pr.se. All am pointing out is, that this is the condition of 
things which ought to bo remedied. If private enterprise can 
r f / '  l6t pF1.vate enterprise take it in hand. I am not in
mat ! ‘r w T !-®  !t"S ^  right hon' Friends’s view in this
canl« 1 d°  Say IS’ that this is undoubtedly ono of the
t ^  M v l - n F 1. ” nr-St Men are thrown out of employment,

. a ~eaF ,s r°ttmg, workmen are suffering in the mills,
po.v8.ints are suffering and development in India is rotarded. W e 
have only got to take the figures of what has been done in regard 
to national railway development. W ith a population of 300 000 000 
India has a total of 36,000 miles of railway Canada w i/h ’ 
population of 8 000, 000 has 30,000 miles of milwi y T h I wiU 
give an indication of one of the directions in which something

X 0 t f ” 6 ° rc!er 10 impr0ve the condition of India and to remove the causes of unrest W n • , a ana
India on the subject, but n oon e  know , b e tS r  " l a
with India how very difficult it is t l  get n r h .th°TseJ .as?oclf ted

these vast territories. That is one" thi" gS d° n° ^

speeches froTboth I t fe a ^ ^ th e  H ^  b°°n referrod fco '»  
caus(' aggravates every other c 6^ 6 ra° ial oa,,so- Tbis economic or religious ' i , t „  Lr cause of unrest, whether it i*
who took part in this n  i kno" ’ whether those hon. Friends, 
suggest that the experiment1 ° v,-a'i!d oritioispd the Government, 
years ago should S  S I *  M  WaS hlltiatod two t , 'ro° 
gone so far as that. P d ' do I10fc think that they have

Sir W.Joynson Hicks : 1 did not.

complaint i s '  ̂ • ^ ben  ̂ really do not sea what the
in this House L US,be T^ite clear about this because discussion 
in India 3 * -  H - . P sienda k ,‘ow ’ has a great repercussion 
that wq ar„ ,, • y ' lt'/ ’ which w ill lead tho people in it to believe 
disastrous °  br6ak with them would have tho most
genuine fr; Upon) the friends of British rule in India, tho 
SO far as we'nr Un<1 therefo,‘e jt is important to make .dear that 

o evneerned, we mean to give that experiment a

' G°̂ %\
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1 f c f f i r ceedi;igf a,; f th^ if it faiis- ,hc faiiurn\. \  ^ I b / I j d d  to our default. 1 he educated classes in India m k s jJ iL
\ best opportunity for mabinf* fu.*0vtuid'lhorfi must- . a c, y 4- ? , ln® ™is experiment a success

j S S L ' I K b " ' “ “ f " * * ™ ”’  Sovunm U fot S T ™ t
the Woof W fi  * r ^e°P^e> ,s a recent experiment even in

e West W ithin living memory of many Members of this House
o inajori y o the people of this country bad no more voice in the 

government of their native land than the peasant of Bongal. All 
they bad to do was to accept rules, obey rules and pay taxes, 
and it IS only three years since that part of the population, which 
was liable not merely to pay taxes, not merely to obey laws, 
jut to give their lives to the country, had for the first time, a

w ° r j , n ,Mg : Vhat, th° P0,icy should ho‘ democracy is awestern experiment and, ,n the full sense, it is only a recent 
experimeufc in the West. *

India, never a Democratic country !!
India has never been a democratic country. It never had 

oemocratic government, and it has to be seen yet whether demo- 
10'"^ tu t.ons su't the Indian mind. Hero, democratic institn- 

,ls a' u Srown slowly ; they have taken centuries to develop, 
mcie y 111 the numbors who took part in government, but in 

, ie actual powers which are conferred upon the people. Here 
you avo the best trained, the best educated democracy in the 
worh 1„ India the vast majority of the peoplo are illiterate, 
can deveLn in tĥ  you, can. Precipitate events, that you
hem are ivuiltv nf E°n'e ,,' lf . wblcb ^  to°h centuries to develop 
They would mislead piop°u’ ldni6 doctrines which are dangerous, 
their ruin If thp l0- ndlan Population and misload them !o 
a gradual1 o„ a th° **T*Tment in India is to be a succes it must be
.h Furnnl n' M .!fc haS b06n » ' ,be West. In the 1 or 2 cases 

i.ui ope where democratic institutions went beyond the capacity, 
i>i .c tune being, of the population, they woro a failure mid thorn 

" ‘itlated them had to withdraw. Even Russia has discovered

1 am all for associating the Indian with ourselves in the 
g’ 1' eminent of that groat country, but we must take care not to 
, , lnnv »way reality whilst pursuing tbo form. My right, lion, 
b nr-nd I he, (Secretary of State of India quoted Macaulay. I have 
a quotation from Macaulay, which I think very much to 'th e  point 

1 *s a very unflattering review of the greatest of the ancestors

° N M0Ti0N ° *  CERSVllE [„  (| Q U s



M il.  L L Y O b  G E O R G E 'S  S P E E C H  (  W
• ? /° W° Lord tho Member ior Ilitchin (Lord R  fcBoili) ,\ Mwriulay says : ' H ^y'M LJ

^ ^ r z r c K U "  *  ™ i r «  r ans withf
right, representative assemblies, electoral eolfetes deolarafclol,s ° j  
government, nor do they, even X ,  t f  n °  "? *  g° ° d

defend thpir liberHoa ? yir„ government would alone be able to 
when Strengthening liberty. * *  ^  n0t t0 W6aken aUthority

Authority must be maintained.

s s s ;  ”“ »» * *

to the substitution of law for lawless force A 1 d * ° '? es much 
its history knows that, and i t l  T o \ ! n Z &,  to t h e T  7 ho, f 6^
° l l’erra‘ t a  subversion of Government authority T l ® °  1

welcomed, and so did my colleagues, the decoration ' of 
which was read by mv hon bYinnd o ,„i m  v'00 of 'b e  Viceroy 
in which he declares that civil disobodie ‘ .embor for Twickenham, 
to tho State, and must be i  S  "  fraugbt with danger 
the action of the Home Govornmen o • and severity. As to
It is to support tho Indian C ’ Ur positlon has never varied, 
may think fit to take to e s ta b l .T ^ T t , '11 al)y aCtion wbicb they 
India. Every despatch sent to I ,.ltb° n ty and Government in 
terms. But as my right hon t<v  j  a bas becn couched in those
India pointed out, you cannot at rh ' f Secretary of State for
instances with the responsible T t  dlsfcanco interfere in individual 
decide whether in one case i l l ” ® ° ' [  tho 8pot- How aro you to 
direction, and whether it abonlfr V h° Ui* be taken i,J a l,arti<?ular 
should be taken later on 1 H«f , 130 taken now’ or whether it 
override decisions taken at that ^  ? ° U lnt®rvene to supercede, to 
overwhelming case hut nnr .^.distance, there should be a most 
authority 0f government n!i<t |)? 61]̂ 10n. is a dear one. Unless tho 
will suffer more t h a n t h n ' l ° r  aw *8 established in India, no one 
» ay he taken Z e s t l h X  Ind,a^  themselves. Any action which 
Dominion will get the f ’ 'I01 throughout the whole of tha' vast 
Government. Before 1 ’ ,umJuallbud support of His Majesty’s

™ ° rt ‘  fc,t d°wn I have one more word which I
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m otion  on ckNsuiito </v«W-

*  ̂ J I ,8T l f  in consequence, not so much of what has been snidlrttflis
^ ' . v S ^ r  Wha- ,! -h6ar saidoutside- There is an i m p P J D  

' y a very ""scbiovoas propaganda at homo— with a totally
S  i  hLuX se7 v fc -w,e u ean t0 8' VC up India- 1 have heard it;
Service ^ 'A  that this bas P«meated the Indian Civilt n T  ’  have heard itfrom Indian civil servants. There ought.
v b ,^ °  d?“ b.t 111 the m,nd of anyone upon that point. 1 should not 
have thought it was necessary to make it cloar, were it not for the 
fact that I have undoubted evidence that there was doubt on the 
Po nt But let me say, on behalf of His Majesty’s Government, we 
wish to make it clear— and 1 feel that in saying this I am voicing 
the opinion not merely of every section of the House of Commons, 
but of every section outside— that under no circumstances or 
conditions do we propose to withdraw from, or impair, the full 
sovereignty of the King Emperor in India. In terms, no agitator 
in India puts forward that demand.

dence’ r W ' J°ynSOn H'Ck8 : They have askad for pure indepcn-

ihe Prime Minister: I have not seen that. I think the
important agitators have always acknowledged the sovereignty 

ulnm 'fF K” lg EmPel;or- However, in substance that would ho the 
mate effect of their proposals if they matured ; but the British

ex-Un'-H * w ° ug ‘. ifc. ba’ come oufc of 3 great, a terrible, and an
. .. „  i " 4, u ’ ir' 18 not so exhausted that it can discuss such a
... J a,'yt' mig fhat could lead to it. We accepted a great trust 
I V 7 t o f t ?  T  W° " 7 Ut;ied lridia- We invested ourselves with that 

•Ttn, T  ° f a"  ° thers- Wu cannot divest ourselves of
fur centurit h ? , ’ . a',d di8hd<‘° U1'- This is a country which
We went there **,l l<\ Pf aoe guaranteed to it by an over-ruling Power, 
tional e n i f  0Ut ,UV0 C3nturies ag0- We swept aside Us tradi- 
trun i t.7- .a. -anS’ a,nd wo stePPed into their trust. It is perfectly 

j a 1 | guardianship was inadequate. It was often nominal ; 
was mostly ineffective ; but, still, there was a certain prestige. 

a certain authority attached to it. We swept it away, and took it 
upon ourselves with a firm hand. We overthrow the Mogul Empire.
>\ e defeated and broke military adventurers who ruled by the sword, 
We eliminated Dutch, Portuguese, and French, who hold sway over 
vast territories, and we took upon ourselves the responsibility 
for tho government of this vast territory. There was nothing left 
between India and confusion except British rule ; we established and 
wo gave peace to its holplesa inhabitants.

My boo. and gallant Friend the Member for Melton fd.v r  
Yate), than whom no one bas a better right to speak on Indian
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(l qapjoii^l^nd who speaks with knowledge and authority, \ W l|
’ .toftrrtd tb a series of very remarkable men who have govtlmlJLj 

groat territories without any notice, not even with the fame which 
they-svould have won in any other country. No land over sent 
such a succession of great rulers from its shores to govern an Empiro 
as Great Britain sent to India. Take anyono of thoir stories It is 
a romance. Get it written. What would be loft if British authority 
were romoveu 1 Could Mr. Gandhi govern 1 Would he bo able to 
protect, to defend from tho inevitable pillage one of the millions 
of tiiose whom he leads ? You have only got to see what happened 
in the Mopla rising—even with the British authority there. Take 
CLma with its warring factions, and what is China to India in 
variety of raco and in variety of religions ? You have as many, 
if not more languages and races in India than you have in the whole 
of Europe. You certainly have many moro religions. Nominally, 
here we all belong to one faith. But in India there is a multitude 
of fundamentally different roligions as well as races. Anyone who 
talks ot India as if it were one race, one people, one religion, one 
aim, and one ideal, is grossly ignorant of the history of that country 
I here is a greater difference between Sikh and Bengalee than 
thero is between tho German and tho Englishman or the German 
and the European, and fundamentally greater than there is botweon 
Trotsky and some of my hon. Friends opposite.

Europe, at each others throat
°m'nf  t0 Eur° po> 80 far as 1 can see, wo aro all fighting races 

grtattstT ffim dr0I w aCe ° n th® whol° continent. It is with tho 
throats In in v ^  you Ca"  Eeep .tbeni from flying at each other’s 
outlook, qualities'1 texture T ?  (lifrero"ces of temperament,
were just one people. The * Y  ’ ^ ° U Can ,IOt .ta ^ of. Eld*a as it 
British rule. If Britain wnh't'1 y Vnlty, c ’'0aJ-ed in India has boen by 
fusion, and desolation £  T n "  !i°n" hand there would be con- 
of India just before we went°thffr > 0' Any®'le wh°  reads the history 
things should bo brought homo T Y T  ^ V ' eht that thes0 
One ruthless adventurer i° Indlal18 “ weU as to ourselves,
looting, destroy.ng, r u t h L /c  - T ,  T ,here waa pilla8e* 
welter would hn i , ‘lty’ lntolerance. devastation. That 
ho p o r T  l ,  wn J Y Y Cf  if.thQ BHtish hand waa removed, and 

he r  Wi‘ h rc8rot of tha great days when
marauders VV« y ^mg-Emperor from the cruel hand of tho
honourable m l  S . * ?  Y  tlUSt' W o muat execute it. No 
lose thoir temper win Y  r of a trust the first time tho beneficiaries 
thomsolves bettor ’ blm and think they can manage the thing
ties stud tho result'u,n, n  , vf. il0 rigbt to part with our responsibili- rosult would be disMtrou8i Ifor0i ftgaiBi x 8ho,l)d )jke
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I5. \ frj  v'JQtq from my Noble Friend Lord Morley— and with th il^ V ill 
\  «fflc!ude— words which aro pregnant, words which are a w an rn if^  

fla^^as a man who believed in reforms. Ho believed in a sym
pathetic treatment of India, but he knew the dangers of the course 
which has been pursued by some of the leadors in India. These 
are the words which we adopt as a declaration on our past:—

How should we look in the face of the civilised world if we 
turned our back on our duty and our past ? How should wo boar 
the savage scorn of our consciences when assuredly we should 
hear in the dark distance the storm and confusion of the strife 
in India 1”

k



(^^^rpellations in Parliament 1922
Some of the important interpellations in the House of 

Commons on Indian Affairs in 1922 are given below.
Early in February 1922 Mr. Montagu was repeatedly pelted with 

questions by the die-hard party on the retirement of the dis
gruntled members of tho Imperial Services in India on proportionate 
pensions. In response to this strong pressure Mr. Montagu issued 
on February 9th 1922, the following despatch to the Viceroy on 
he subject : —

I have recently addressed yon by telegram snggestions tor the consideration 
of your Excellency a Government the desirability of taking early steps to 
remove the misapprehensions which I have reason to believe are widely entertain
ed as to the meaning to be attached to the passage quoted in the margin [given 
below] from paragraph i  of the resolution issued by your Government with my 
approval on the 8 th November last, on the subject of the terms and conditions 
on which officers of certain Indian Services who desire to be released from 
"  f '  servce, in consequence of the introduction of constitutional reforms 

may rleuP e ^ , ’ U a 1  t 0  retlre prematurely on proportionate pension.
[Ihe following is the marginal quotation referred to above 

, ( |0  , 'A!* aPPllcations must reach the local Government before the 31st March 
A M ’ by 'vh,oh date o f f io e r 8  W>U have ample opportunity to appreciate the 
effects of the recent constitutional changes and to arrive at a considered decision 
Officers of the Services sped Bed who do not apply before that date will not £ :
t 1  i ,°r ?  pen810U ° r , P«s«ature retirement in consequence of any const? tutionai developments which may subsequently take place.’ ] y conbti-

It has been represented to me that this passage in the resolution t,„„ i 
commonly interpreted as intended definitely to preclude anv ^ o i  ? en 
employment may hereafter be terminated prematurely either by the Spot' t 0 8 8

Of India i c t ^ o r 'f 1 " " ? *  the P r id e d  b y ^ K ^ S S
by ail instrument 3 0  I“ (ilau Dominion Government, should such be constituted 
recognition o f ' tho^servicef .r P̂e a l l n 8  that Act, from claiming pensionary 
unexpected termination aJ ? *  ] 'aS r “̂ dered and compensation for their 
intended in the matter of n ?  ■ P 1  the fe3r that sach consequences are
*8 further re g a rd  a s d  . ? P' ret,rement’ '  uod« 8tand that the passage 
similar to that heldout h A° V an>' h°Pe of the renewal of an offer
legislation to amend the (}2 L the rfe‘ ° Iut‘on’ 4even °ln.tf1R occurrence of further 
making a further stage tniv^.i. ? 1 1  ° f I ? ' 3  may havu tUe effect of
combined effect of ; 1 ,8  tb? ta India of Dominion status, and the
idea that a leading mT ° “ 8 “  bf n aPParently to give colour to the
and your Excellency's r  Wh' ch PIomPted. tho Secretary of State in Council 
lied in the orders of the Sti??? £rammf  tho ‘ eras and conditions embo
bio of the members of the All ?  I™ 0ber,.waa 0  dcB\rc to lnduoe as many as posai- efficiency f t l  the All-Iudia Services, for whose maintenance, welfare and
mRntTa,;,tl.e^arliest posslbTe d a '?  ? IesP“ 8ib>ffi to abandon their employ-
tuat iauguaB^conh? t  (',ov; rnrDeut will, I am confident, share my deep regret 
fundamentally at 3Ve bei n u8ed " lliob is caPable of an interpretation so 
is now clearly „ ni, ' witb our objects and intentions, and I trust that it

* n 11 rst°od by the members of the Services that : /



I n d i a  i n  p a r l i a m e n t  [h . c f p l m
I I  *“  y °“ r resoluHon baa reference directly or i u d i r e c l ^ X e

\* V retirement of officers whose employment it may hereafter bedecK*] 1

- s a

Of state in Council to consider 7n v ?he extent ’ f  V '  tbe Sl‘cretary
eomu.one of Service of those who U  are

h as to necessitate a re-opening of opportunities -for voluntary retirement on 

such ^oWaLVs u  " U t  enTasm a; t £  enactment of

r /o h U g a t .o r a n a ?  de6i8Wd t 0  abt° 1Ve thB Se«etary ‘of State, in CouncU^om
. (■-) ihat, in iact, the intention of the passage in question was simnto t o

emphasise the circumstance that the rioht to annlv f o r  ,  • simply to
was an exceptional right, conferred . , " £ 3  e x p r e T s C o m ^ X i o n 1 , W ? B-0 1

result Of a similar mandat,. » ! „ „  „ {  atf  council to renew, save as the 
out of further Parliamentary legislation? 0 0 0 1 1  “ “ ^'tutional changes arising

Security of Pensions
other anatgou.ll0a"??eê 6??h,M?eh ‘ biB, ° pP0rtUnjty ot endeavouring to dispel 
members and ex-members not im lvnf^tf11 br° ufe,bt to my notice as being felt by 
Establishment of the Secretary*ofStare’i n ^  fet̂ wloe*> but als0 of the Home pensions (whether in y state in Council, as to the security of their
India’s acquiring full dominion Rrei p0ymen* or in prospect) in the event of 
US has tini effect of tr^nsf? r r ' ST 8ach an “ P P ^ im atlo n  to that status 
Tlegislative Assembly s o m , S  'P0? thtbe Secretary of State in Council to the 
the appropriation of the rev, f°i i '8 Wb°  e of tl,at measure of control over 
the pns.  ni Act an staturer? ™ l aan d " VRr the S l i c e s ,  which is by the

It would, „ f  * ,T r T Z  w  V ™  thc S« «« ‘ « y  Of State in Council, 
mysetr, by the Council of India or°n m ' ta pretend that any declaration by 
constituted, Would have rba fr 1 , by ,1S Maje»ty’s Government as at present 
m e t  as to Government or Purlin-
safeguard the existing and accruing ‘h w ° a ‘ re8Pt-cti vely propose and ratify to 
< r<»wu in Imlia wh ,. Uln& n ©hts of persons in the Civil Service ot the
further legislation p.,ri ■ D< 1 l0QB 0pemployment may be effected by whatever 
ptir-u'Uiee of tin. m.in.. am"nt maF in its wisdom decide hereafter to enact in 
generally appreemred ‘ na'aBbtatfid ,!y the Act of 191?*, but it is evidently not 
now exereis. d hv i-iie « at' ,,°  change in or diminution of the powers of control
cation of the law ...m ®tary of ^tat;e in Conncil i s  this regard, nor in modi(i- 
revenu' s „f India ~ ,‘,10  J ao'"L n ,eB .inch pensions a statutory charge upon the 
means of exiin-ss’ i ' r  b°  effected without the fullest public discussion and by 
Majesty >„ o !.Verjim‘tn !a u,ed, *p3r ®nactment- U cannot be anticipated that His 
ensure? an Essential rart Parha® ent wdl treat lightly their obligation to 
the time shall contn m tn i £ 8??b a.n enactment, that all pensions current at 
to be cumpuftorily term inatedTball '  %b° Se , ° f eerfl wbos,: services may have
who are entitled to S  adequately compensated, aftf that thosepulsions Shall receive them, but, in any event, I desire to

■ e°% \



INTBRPELLA riONS ( A ^
1 !' ( f I:2ik°o \f\lA' w‘ ‘S “ e ?u"_ occurrence of my council, my convlctioM t o lto 

* \ /  fi  ̂°t ,,■? e ln ^0UIl0’l of India will be found wanting in Id^niity j
f „ ! f f i  gd,t ie ful >lment of those obligations, or will be found willingS/wM  

G 8T?-?- eŜ  ^eSfee control which he exercises under the existing
tot-inn' v ' ' I0DS, .w jlcl* wi"  adequately ensure that the rights and expectations which it is now his duty to protect are fnlly guaranteed.

The Mopla Train Tragedy

, ^°^rury 21st Commander Ken worthy asked Mr. Montagu 
w e or proceedings had been instituted against the persons 
responsi e or the horrible murder of 64 Moplas in the infamous 
train tragedy of 17th November last : Mr. Montagu eaid that he 
was awaiting the Madras Govt’s telegram. Sir J. D. Rees also 
ne to elicit some information on the manner in which Martial 
aw ad oeen enforced in the Malabar, and Mr. Montagu gavo 

only an evasive reply.
Com. Wedgwood put a question on the treatment of political 

prisoner., and asked whether it was not true that Sir George Lloyd 
a managed to do without imprisonment in Bombay : Mr. Montagu 

m reply promised to make enquiries.

Further Grant of Reforms in India
I™ ^ 6b?r.^ ag ^  Indian Legislative Assembly’s resolution asking 
to ®WSIOn °I ^ 0  constitution before 1929, Mr. Montagu proposed
thn i^ tif riep y °^ow*u8 on tho lines of the speech ho made on 
me iitn  Feb. on the amendment to tho King’s Address.
rtn i ° ‘ d ^avendish-Bentick pressed the point that it would 
denvm i° to.war<̂ 8 Pacifying public opinion in India if the
Mnnf.„|, ° f  Assembly were acceded to. The only responso Mr. 
aPDrehnn^Df fu t0 -^'S was to RU2S0st that his questioner had mis- 
faot it , H WI3'les of the Legislature when, as a matter of 
the nnin.88*. •° ^0oret:ary °f State himself who seemed not to grant 
i„  t-u. rpft « « » .  Sir Henry Craik took the opportunity to shove 
or , f  t ^  V16SV ° E th0 matter by urging that “ tho only course 
t / p  y 18 a firm adherence to the decision already announced.” 
to b’ aV0no*8h-Bentick, however, insisted upon having an answer 

ls Ideation whether the Secretary of State was going to grant 
a re examination before 1929. Mr. Montagu again evaded tho 
pom by remarking that it wa9 rather too early yet to say.

amount of interest taken in the subject was indicated by 
°f members who rose to put further supplementary 

disc* s°,nS’ ®pea^er intervened at this point to stop further
whi'h ■0n-^Ut ^ ° 'on0i Wedgwood managed to get in a remark 
thQC 1'"^ated that tho Labour Party has passed a resolution ou 

same lines which had been forwarded to tho Secretory of State.



W V S ^ > a r c h  10th. Colonel Yate, called attention to tlieJrAtJ 
that the police in Chauri Chaura on February ,4th fired into the air 
\vbon they were first attacked and thus merely made the mob in
furiated. He suggested that all firing in the air should be prohibited 
in future. Sir Worthington Evans replied that standing orders for 
the conduct of the police in India strictly prohibited firing in 
the air.

Colonel Yate asked whether in view of the present state of 
India it was intended to sanction the bills for repeal of so-called 
Repressive laws in India, and declared that it was inadvisable to 
weaken the power of the Central Government at present. Sir 
AYorthington Evans said that the bills had not reached him.

The Army in India
Replying in the Commons to Sir Reginald Hall with regard 

lo Lord Rawlinson’s speech in tho Legislative Assembly, Mr. 
Chamberlain said Lord Rawlinson had not asserted and had not 
suggested that the present military forces were inadequate to deal 
with any internal situation likely to arise. The strength of the 
Lritish Army in India was 70,300 compared with 77,600 before the 
war. The Indian Army’s strength was 147,483 compared with 
155,395 before the war. The reduction was made on the under
standing that the equipment of the army would be improved. Tbe 
improvement had not yot been concluded but considerable progress 
had been made.

Replying to Sir Joynson Hicks, Mr. Chamberlain said recent 
' •ents had interrupted the progress of the Committee on Imperial
JJefenee in regard to Indian army. Some of the committee men 
wo.o veiy busy and had found it difficult to find the necessary time 
but he hoped the report of the committee to the Cabinet would not 
bo Jong delayed.

Treatment of Political Prisoners
On 27th March, replying to Sir Charles Yate with regard to tbo 

i merentia! treatment of prisoners in India which he condemned, Earl 
interior! said that the whole principle of distinctions was that while 

a deliberate inciter to violent crime deserved no less severe treatment 
than tho actual committor of crimo, there was a largo cla&3 cases 
in which a man who from presumably honest motives expressed 
political views the public expression of which was a legal offence 
should not be humiliatingly treated or classed with criminals whose 
offences showed moral obliquity. Sir Charles was, however, not 
satisfied and criod out that Gandhi ought to be stripped and oil 
i 'JUrod over him, like the police victims at Chauri Chaura !

■ G°% \
I n d ia  in  p a r l ia m e n t  [h . o / c 3k s .

I I |Kr 1 Chauri Chaura Riot % 1̂  J



I I I , . <SL
The Indian Loan Bill

HOUSE OF COMMONS—29TH MARCH—5TB APRIL 1922

On 29th March 1922 the House (sitting in committee) devoted 
an hour to the Indian Loan Bill. The Under-Secy, of State moved a 
resolution to authorise the Sec. of State to raise sums not exceeding 
£  50 millions for the service of the Govt, of India (for Kailway deve
lopment) on the securities of the revenues of India. Lord Winterton 
explained that that was tio new step. A number of similar acts had 
been passod previously, the last being in 1919, the proceeds from which 
would not have sufficed until now except that the War delayed the 
carrying out of capital expenditure on railways and irrigation. The 
measure was thus largely a matter of routine and was in no way 
connected with the Indian budget. Explaining that under the 
original Government of India Act money could only be raised in 
the I nited Kingdom to an extent authorised by the House of 
bommons, Lord Winterton declared that the previous, unexpended 
borrowing powers had fallen below seven millions. The present 
resolution increased the power to 50 although there was no question 
of borrowing the whole amount immediately. India’s present financial 
difficulties were the result of world-wide causes in no way peculiar to 
liu-ia. Both the Government of India aud the India Office wero fully 
u 'e  to the importance of restoring the budget’s equilibrium.

rhe hon. Mr. Alexander Shaw said that before the money was 
w° 6 b • ^ ouse ou8ht to be informed whether a determined effort 
w\v3 leing made to put Indian railways on an economic basis. lie 
a o° cuggosted that the House was entitled to know what provisions 

a Government of India was making to deal with the financial 
Position.

Lord Winterton in reply said the whole sum probably would 
not be raised for four or five years and would not necossarily be 
raised here. He deprecated Mr. Jack Jones’ contention that the 
railways of India wore mainly used for strategic purposos and he 
declared that Indian railways had been responsible for saving the 
ives of thousands of people through the devoted efforts of Indiau 

an< British civil servants. Lord Winterton admitted that the 
but, b Se ot m;lter'Ms in England was a very important question 
Iiid’ ° WaS UIlâ le to give a pledge in this connexion in view of the 
t h , ! - .  Legislative Assembly’s resolution. Lord1 Winterton added 

* 'tb  improved world trade he hoped that the existing taxation



| ( wf f P  yi|W a greater amount than at present. He thus h o p e d «G T t 
1. V^gjjgjd pa Unnecessary to impose further taxation as a r e s u ltm ft 't i  

.Vraising of these loans.
<)n the report stage of the Indian loan resolution in Commons, 

Mr. A. M. Samuel said he thought the money might be raised in a 
better way than proposed and suggested that Indian finances were 
now being bandied in the most unsatisfactory manner.

Colonel Ward was anxious for the money to be spent in Britain 
and not Germany. He was not a free trader to such an idiotic 
extent, he added, as to say that English investors should lend 
money to another part of the Empire for the purpose of destroying 
British trade and employment.

Earl Winterton replying dissipated the idea that the 50 million 
loau would be immediately put on the Market. On the contrary 
the Indian Government might not come to any immediate intention 
to use any part of the present renewal and its borowing powers 
might suffice for seven years. As regards the purchases of material 
the Indian Government was bound to give attention to the resolution 
passed by the Indian Legislative Assembly in September last 
regarding buying in the cheapest market. Ho would bo a bold man 
wqc would say that the resolution could bo absolutely ignored, 
lhere was no reason whatever to suppose that a very large portion 
of the material would not be purchased in Britain as heretofore.

The resolution was adopted by the House and tho Bill embody
ing the terms was read for the first time.
. , ^ 11 -A.pril 4th, on the motion for the second reading of the
»n lan Loan Bill, Earl Winterton took pains to impress upon the 
members that there was a likelihood of the bulk of the money being 
spent m Britain as heretofore. He quoted figures showing that the 
railway expenditure of India for 1921-22 comprised eleven million 
sterling under British contracts and only 157,000 sterling foreign. 
Lari Winterton categorically stated that the introduction of the
i f i - 'r 9 1° Way relatod to the Indian Government’s budget
oeticit. It had been drafted weeks before the Budget discussion 
occurred. He emphasised the fact that fifty million sterling 
contemplated under the Bill was intonded purely as capital 
expenditure and had no connection whatever with the Budget 
deficit and ho pointed out that the amount only represented one 
half of the sum which the Indian Government would require in 
connection with the railway programme, and as hitherto a consider
able amount of the balance would be raised in India. Earl Winterton 
quoted the Acworth Committee’s Report as approved by the Legisla
tive Assembly in support of raising the loan.

in b ia  in  Pa r l ia m e n t  [n . o / c 3tws.



| / b " r i i L ‘22] INDIAN LOANS BILL Q T
^ V . W eA 7 '^ >  in, Committee stage on the Indian Loan jB^ll ; 

] '1,. SlsJ' . v 1 Ilc &ugden protested against the Government of 
!! S i '\re eyent'a'  treatment in the London Money Markot

° "  ° gRr0,; n . S .at ,1C vvou^  ra*30 the price of money at the time 
T 7 ' j 7V.1 v lric us^y particularly needed cheap money. He

elm a some >1(1 ian firms made profits six times the amount 
vi . Capl a ' l! 7 '6 as*; *’wo years. Indians themselves were well 

i j- nance t e loans more than they had promised to do.
made to pay^  Irelgbt8 sboufd be raised and railways should be

’ I1[ert:on. aaiphasised the fact that the Government of 
n , .v n  " °  asking for preferential treatment. He pointed out 
rule 1 01 *Dcba were compelled by a long-established
autLritv t . l  t ab°!ishedl t0 d° what n0 0thBr b0rrOwinSborrow in w l ° j ° ’ 'iatne ŷ> to get permission before they could 
was thetmr i'5 a'r , ^  bat k'eut. Sugdeu seemed to have in mind 
and delimto ' T  ° mater' a's in Great Britain. It was a very difficult 
legitimate L h r J0Ct'. was anxious, on the one hand, to satisfy the 
terests nf m n °  olJInl011’ and, on the other hand, to consider the in- 
i n k s h t t  G° " er,'mo'lt o ' India at one of the most critical times 
terest nnri y’ aI i , at waa even more important to consider the in-

vi.ry clearly expressed wishes of the people of India.
South L r i  ' utert01‘ went on to say that no body suggested that 
obliged tr! Ca 0tber Dominion borrowers in England should be 
to convev ■ SC rnater' a! i» England. He emphasised the fact that 
Secretary .°c,IrDpr®ss'on that the members had put pressure on the 
Purchasing 'ill fi e: or *r!d,a to insist on the Government of India’s 
arid would <]Pf " L  re(lu' I’0m0nts in England would be most harmful 
commercial fepp a , obiaot: of promoting the good Indo-British 
who would sav 't f '  1 w°uld play into the hands of tho Extremists, 
British trade v*1.*' vve W0re making India a close preserve for the 
were doing rtf'- ,t: would stultify the efforts of those iD India who 
of Britishers 1 °U ul most f° suPP0rt the general and trade position 
not indicate rl616 6 bgures °f Indian purchases in England did
competing witter • t‘ 6b workmen wore having much difficulty in 
much of tho ‘ or0,gn rivals. He had not the slightest doubt that 
wished to hrin'’0'1̂  ra' sed WO0ld be spent, in England. If the House 
railway M| , out f^0 purchases of an increasing amount of Indian 
ordinary oper-r tbere’ ' fc would be far bettor to leave it to the 
ment of India 1°I'.0  ̂ tbe contract system established by the Govern- 
proportion 8f d • -Ic“  *'ad resulted in the purchases of an enormous 

Among tl Ut!,b comPared with foreign goods, 
one came from vr St£0,,lg criticisms mado in the course of the debate,

‘ r> G, Terrell who was shocked at the idea that tho



■ Gc% \

1 • \ Opmrnissionor should be instructed to buy stores for India In
'•' ..'■tlftr' cheapest market. The view expressed by him and ^©tlwiv-̂  

^xJgMirdJefs was that if the Government of India went for authority 
to Britain to raise a loan in England, it would only be fair to 
impose the condition that the money raised in that country 
should be spent there alone, and not in Germany or any other • 
country whore the collapsed exchange enabled foreign producers to 
undercut British prices. Colonel Ward was ono of the foremost 
in urging that the consequences of this would bo to destroy 
British trade in India and to enlarge the area of unemployment 
in Britain.

On the other hand Messrs. Jack Jones and N. Maclean took 
the labour view of the matter and wanted to know for what purpose 
precisely the money was wanted. Is the money wanted to repeat 
in India what has already been dono in Ireland ? asked Mr. Jones.
If these millions were really required, he believed that the people 
of India, givon the opportunity, would be able to raise it for ad 
essential railway facilities. In this connection he delivered tho 
truth of which the House oi Commons takes little note, namely, 
that.tho Government of India is not the government of the people 
of India. He bade the House remember that it was a government 
imposed upon the people without their consent, the majority having 
practically no voice in or control of what they were forced to main- 
tuin. He called attention to the great poverty of the Indian peasant, 
who was taxed, he said, to a greater extent than any person in the 
world in comparison to his means. These were tho people who, for 
tlm most part, would have to find the interest and make up the 
deficiency. Why not give the people of India power to raise their 
own money 1 said Mr Jones. Lord Winterion interposed the remark 
that, this was what the resolution before tho House would do. Mr. 
Jones denied it. It would merely give the power to a comparatively 
small section to inflict further financial burdens upon India. H0 
reiterated the right of India to control its own destinies and the 
right of its people to express themselves according to the principles 
of domocra.y,

Mr. A. M. Samuel, Sir J. D. R es, Sir T Bennett and Mr.
J. Lawson (a Labour Member) opposed tbo imposi'ion of atipula 

tions regarding the purchase of goods in England. Sir T. Bennett 
urged that care should be taken lest color should be given to the 
charge that England was exploiting India and lest they collided 
with the Legislative Assembly of India.

The Bill was finally passed by the House. On April 12th the 
Lords p : sed the Bill without discussion and then Royal assent) was 
given to the East India Loans Act.

l i f l m w  INDIA IN PARLIAMENT [ h . < ^ L s



t ( t )  |  <SL
T ne Resignation of Mr. Montagu

H o u s e  o f  c o m m o n s

9TB MARCH 1982.

Mr. Aubrey Herbert asked whether the Imperial or Indian 
Government had approved of the publication of the latter’s despatch 
specifying modifications to the Treaty of Sevres.

Mr. Chamberlain (the Leader of the House) said that a tele
gram from Dolhi was published by the Indian Government with the 
sanction of Mr. Montagu and that no other Minister had been con
sulted. He abstained from commenting on the matter of the telegram, 
though the terms exceeded oven tho demands of the warmest friends 
of the Turks. The publication of such a pronouncement, without the 
consultation or consent of the Cabinet, raised a different question, 
and this was all the more important because it was on the eve of the 
Conference in Paris when there seemed to be a prospect of laying 
that baeis of peace between the Turks and the Greeks. Tho 
Government was unable to reconcile the publication of > he telegram 
°n tho sole responsibility of the Cabinet Minister with the duty 
which all Governments of the Empire owed each other on matters of 
Imperial concern. Mr. Chamberlain declared that such independent 
declarations destroyed the unity of policy which was vital in foreign 
^airs and gravely imperilled the success oi impending negotiations. 
Vu, Montagu had tendered bis resignation. (Loud and prolonged 

nionist cheers, followed by a wild exhibition of indecent hilarity, 
c 1̂08> cat-calls, etc. by the Die-hards) His Majoety had approved 
p  *(a acceptance, but when tho Foreign Secretary proceeded to 

f pS to discuss tho Eastern settlement with the Foreign ministers 
0 Franco and Italy, it would be his object to arrive at a solution 
equitable to all parties. He would give due weight to the opinion 
, mdian Muhammadans as expressed by tbo Government of India, 
>ut he would not be ablo to hold himself down to accept any 

S° utlon submitted by that Government.
After Mr. Chamberlain had announced Mr. Montagu’s resign 

>on, Colonel Wedgwood asked whothor Mr. Montagu bad resigned 
rfi Ij1 °r a^er the publication of the document from thd Government

9(a)
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DESIGNATION OF MR. MONTAGU [h. r/T^Mg 

11 \ Z\L Mr.*Chamberlain said that Mr. Montagu had tenders^ Ins
V ^ yS ltp A ffm  to-day. k l l  J

[THE FOLLOWING IS  THE ILL-FATED  TELEGRAM  

The Govt of India Telegraphic Despatch

“ After consulting and receiving the general concurrence of tho 
Government of Madras, Bombay, the United Provinces, the Punjab, 
Bihar, and Orissa, the Central Provinces and Assam including 
their Ministers and the Frontier administrations, tho Government 
of India despatched the following telegram regarding the revision 
of the Treaty of Servos to His Majesty’s Secretary of State for India 
on tho 28th February last :—

“ On the evo of tho Greco-Turkish Conference we feel it our 
imperative duty to lay once more before His Majesty’s Government 
the intensity of the feeling in India regarding tho necessity for a 
revision of the Treaty of Serves. We aro fully alive to the com
plexity of the problem and tho conflict of the interests that have to 
be considered. But India’s services in the Great War, and more 
especially in Mesopotamia and Palestine, where success was largely 
achieved by her army with its complement of Moslem soldiers, the 
vastness of her Moslem population, the intense stirring of religious 
feeling over tho Turkish question among it, the large degree of 
support the Indian Moslem cause is receiving from India at la r g e -  
ad these entitle her to claim the utmost consideration of her as
pirations and their fulfilment in so far as they are just, equitablo and 
reasonable.

e are conscious that it may bo impossible to satisfy India’5 
expectations in their entirety, but we urge upon His Majesty’s 
Government three points which, due provisions having been mado 
for safe guarding the neutrality of the Straits and the security of the 
non-Turkish populations, we urge as of the first importance, first, 
evacuation of Constantinople ; second, the Sultan’s suzerainty over 
the Holy Places ; third, restoration of Ottoman Thrace including 
tho sacred Moslem city of Adrianoplo and the unreserved restora
tion of Smyrna,



interpellations
V\ ^ i ^ / ' ! / e3r-neStly *rUS*' Majesty’s Government w illgnt l .  J
'^ ^ ^ p i r a t i o n s  all possible weight, for their fulfilment is of the 

greatest importance to India.” ]

Mr. T . P. O Connor asked whother an early opportunity would 
be given for the discussion of the despatch and the policy of the 
Government in the Near East.
., J^r Chamberlain said:—Of course, if it is the goneral wish of 
f i°US° £°  d' 80U8.s the policy of the Government, I must endeavour 
,? fIK\ an °PP°rf,u,' ity. hut I would earnestly press upon the Houso 
cnat tbo discussion of policy or action to be taken by British repre- 
. on a nos at the Paris Conference, beforo that Conference takes 
„ aoe.'. 0annot s.orve .^e public interest. Successful conduct of 

JP '-a 101.1S 18 impossible if the Government are to be asked before 
l!P s ° 'J° ntorence to state exactly what is to be the outcome.

sa£d| the House to understand that this very 
nn tL „ , C ocamflnt was published and communicated to the press 

W k h° n ty0 f Mr' Montagu? Mr. Asquith went on to 
Mittrilc i? taVQ on, PaP0r to day a motion for discussion on the 
oninirm sTjPP'eInentary estimates, and I suggest that the
this nmt,™ ° aouse 011 '•hat matter may be very largely affected by 
would ^n.d act’ on °* tho Government upon it. It
ment the wl^V't^’ ' ** were ad°Pted in any sense by the Govern- 
be rather m i° ° utu‘ e °* ''hat part of the world, and shall wo- not 
a f t -  ,U th6 di8CUSsi0n i£ we * » '*  k«»w Govern-

my answe? waWh6rlain sai.r! :.Mr- Asqiiith is correct in interpreting 
Mr. M onLu on\ T  The. doo"™ "t  was published by
any othor Cabinet a,t-S°- resP°nathility without consultation with 
^^ussion o f  ?« M ^ i 8̂ ’ 1 d°n,t think 'hat if the Houso wished 
mak^a general L t f 131ofE“ t “.nd “  Mr- Churchill is prepared ,o
by this very regrettaU?t-th-ai ili WOTUll b0 prejudiced in any wayHis Maiestv’s f t e i  W !>mident. I have stated tho attitude of 
deprecate pressing theft"* towards t|le Conference in Paris, ami I 
of their nolicv in f <-■ *°y?rnmGnt for more explanatory statement 
mischief was doneaatlH Patl0n-°f the Conference. A good deal of 
Places with the m - the previous conference by debates in other
before thev m et  t h 00 °  P ed<dnfi M iste rs  to particular solutions

Mr G h9 representatives of other nations.
Government eft T^as^ed whether, as tho question .regarding the 
a day would be • i 'as )nv°lvod in the Supplementary Estimates

lndi" ‘ ’ lc"
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r. \ M r .J Chamberlain replied : I cannot accept Mr. Grcetorr^kiSo- . 
wiROs. The Government of India is entitled, indeed, it is Mmtfttr 

\ljpiw£d to put its views before His Majesty’s Government, and it is 
quito entitled to ask that their views should be published. But 
the question of publication should have boen reserved for the 
Cabinet s decision. The responsibility had been taken by Mr. 
Montagu who authorised publication.

Major-General Seely pointed out tho statement appeared1 in the 
press as a Reuter’s telegram. How is it sent as a Reuter telegram, 
he asked, and yet Mr. Montagu is the only man to blame.

Mr. Chamberlain stated that the Government of India had 
askod that they might publish the telegram, and Mr. Montagu bad 
authorised them to publish it in India, It had been published in 
India and tolegraphed to this country.

Question of Publication in India
Replying to a question by Mr. Asquith, Me. ChAmeeulaiN 

said that the telegram was published in India before it reacbod 
Mr. Montagu, or it had been circulated. Presumably, it was 
published in India yesterday, but he did not actually know. Ho 
only assumed that, after seeing the telegram in the papers that 
morning, publication in India was authorised by Mr. Montagu 
and had led to his resignation.
r G. Murray asked what form the publication had taken.

Was it a proclamation to the press 1
Mr. Chamberlain replied that ho did not know.
Mr. Aubrey Herbert emphasised the fact that he did not 

v. i 'b t° embarrass the Government or Mr. Chamberlain in their 
views of a serious position, but he asked whether Mr. Chamberlain 
was aware that men, liko Mr. Herbert, knew that this disaster 
v. coming for tbo last two years, but tho Government had donied 
ad knowledge, while others had known exactly what the Govern-, 
merit was going to do. (Here tho speaker intervenes.)

Mr. Herbert askod if a day would be given for discussion 
of (he question next week. Mr. Chamberlain was unable to promise 
that. Ho said that ho gathered that Mr. Herbert wanted to 
discuss the policy of British representatives in Paris which he had 
already deprocatod.

(if DESIGNATION OF MR. MONTAGU [m. c|0i|B .
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Montagu-Llyod George Correspondence.

n/i Ĵ16 correspondence passed between Mr.
Montagu and Mr. Llyod George :

INDIA OFFICE, WHITEHALL.
9 TH MARCH, 1922

Dear Prime Minister,— After our conversation this morning I 
feci it to be my duty to ask you to convey with my humble duty to 
his Majesty my resignation of the high office which I hold and to 
as aim to be graciously pleased to accept the samo.

M hen I received last woek the Government of India’s tele
gram containing the views of the Government of India on the 
• U,' •US j £ eaC6> 1 circulated it to the Cabinet. It was only after I 
lecene an urgent telegram on Saturday, repeating the, request 
oi Permission to publish and asking for an immediate reply, that 

publicatio ^  du£y t0 ace6Pt' the responsibility of sanctioning

It is irrelevant to oxplain that I did not at that time expect an 
Car 5 aicet>ng of the Cabinet, and that, indeed, what I read of the 
general political situation led me to think that no immediate 
Cabinet was likely to be hold.

munication'frn'*1'^ ?n tll0se reasons' 1 did not see in the corn- 
had not boon s” ; i v.6 ^ overnmol' t ot India much, if anything, which 
since the P» 'p  f  "'em  and on their behalf again and again ovor

Indiahad been Given separate repro- 
original Tr-»«tv f q*00 ^ 0l‘*Qrence» and having been a party to the 
shouU h! aniy ! eVrCS',1 did not conceive ifc Possible that there 
their view- /  qusat,0,‘ t-hait they would not be allowed to state 
India nor did T'rk i*6?!’ ° n•Wb£cb so v'tally affected the peace of 
informing tb thln5v that it was possible or right to prevent thorn 
felt it thb i F60.1' 0 "  bom fhsy governed of tho views that they 

>; ]t th™  ^  to put forward on their behalf.
that iMs i"d ia  would be the first to acknowledge
aspects into ^  U \  °  ’s ^ a-iesty's Government to take many wider
Indian point ^  ^  maUUOt be ac*’i0Ved i£ the
to ensure that the Indian n .c° nsldered- 1 hoir object was, however,
the fullest nnatiki point of view, among othors, was given
the lullest possible consideration, and that Indians who wore so



\. V ggy»fely concerned about tbe future in tho East, should k n o fl^ fc lt 
V *1itel^W vs were being put forward by those who had been grant-id-' 
x^hM£lgnt to speak on their behalf.

I have been fully seized of the grave difficulties which have [ 
resulted from the Treaty of Sevres in India, and I felt it to bo my duty 
to do everything in my powor to support the Government of India and 
the Provincial Governments. When, therefore, I was assured that tb& 
Government of India regarded the matter as one of great urgency 
and when I considered their request in this, as in all its aspects, with 
the recollection of the many decisions of every class of subject which 
tho Government has found it inevitable to take without discussion in 
the Cabinet, I felt and feel that I was justified in the action that 1 
took.

I believe that there is much to be gained and little to lose by 
publicity in these matter, and that that was the reason why tho 
representatives of India had been given up till now tho fullest free
dom in expressing their opinions.

I need hardly say how deeply I regret leaving tho Government 
and separating from tho many colleagues to whose generous co-opera
tion l owe so much. I have not the least doubt that, despite the 
difficulties and tho dangers, the policy which, under your leader
ship, I was authorised to carry out in India will win through to 
success.

Yours sincerely i 
. Edwin Montagu,

P.S.— 1 trust you will send this letter to tho Pross with a 
copy of my telegram of Monday which I sent in amplification of the 
short sanctioning telegram of Saturday. I annex a copy.

The Prime Minister’s Reply.
10 DOWNING STREET, WHITEHALL, S. W. 1.

My dear Montagu,
I havo received your lotter. I can only say that I much rogrot 

tho circumstances which have made it necessary for you to tender, 
and for rao to advice His Majesty to accept, your resignation. •

That you wore actuated in the courso you pursued solely by a 
sense of public duty I do not for a moment doubt ; nevertheless, the 
fact remains that, without being urged by any pressing necessity

/iVlfW4 RESIGNATION OF MR. MONTAGU [u. oftfW
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! H  ^ J f ir  COnSulting either the Cabinet, or the Foreign S e c l M

1 ai!i' °at°- my cpboagues, you caused to be publis&etlJL-i 
10, *ceroy raising the questions whose importance 

• y0." lb° frontiers of India or the responsibilities of
resDonaihiiitv nf°Mo°rMk-IS tota,ly incompatible with the collective 
and I cannot dn i l°n a )ui0t to the Sovereign and to Parliament, 
after X t  . ,  "  ^ ^  0M rcflectio"  you will share my view that,
Cabinet ceurred, we cannot usefully co-operate in the samo

of t X X  aa you raise the point in your letter, that the right
I s  L l T ^ r r v ,  0f 1,1<lia tc statc ita views on the Eastern 
i ( . i  ~ ‘ ant las nnver been in dispute. So far from resent
ment l, XPJ T ° "  Muhammadan opinion the British Govern- 
nitv nf !3 a- °rĈ ?r . tb® Indian Muhammedans every possiblo opportu
n e  views- Not 0,dy was India fully represented in
snoci \l d n f' ,mPire Delegation at the Peace Conference, but a
our renimctX'?11 °* *"d*an Mubammedans was then enabled, at 

request, to lay their views before the Council of Four.

m entor *bat time, nor at any time since, has the Govern-
denierl tba V n  *ncban Muhammedan opinion in goneral boon

oi s,“ ii"8 tk“ r — ,or

bv th«hpnPUbHcati°.n’ 'vi,th your 8ancfion, of an official manifesto 
If the p  J „ ernraX  °f ndl a ra' sos qnite different considerations. 
Publishing - 'n,me.n,ts ° tb® Fmpiro were all to claim the liberty of 
relations of f,dlVld,ual declarations on matters which vitally affect tho 
foreign Dnn„ 16 "  1“ ‘e Empire with Foreign Powers, tho unity of our 
the [,-m • t i. " ° ‘nd be broken at once, and tho very existence of 
preeedci f ,°P-6i°Par( Iser ' constitutional impropriety of tho
fehis resnbo7 «  °hi y° U r °f'0n’ if ^repudiated, would have set in 
connected I n  X  SUr.e!y be, aPParont to y°u as a matter quite un
views on an!  1 ^-e n,ght 0 the Govornment of India to urge its 
DovernmenPsmo1011 ^  questlon’ or tbo Particular merits of the

from the fom en t chosen for your action is moreover indenfenstblo 
perial inte anc*POi'it, which must govern our action, of broad im 
Place, ti 8t' . conference on the Near East is about to taka
delicacy 1m?VI68*a.ons that will be there discussed are of the utmost, 
will havo to W6‘gbt °.f responsibility which tho Foreign Secrotary 
bas a,i(i0n 0arry will, in any case, be most serious, and your action
already diftirf°ins’dendl'y *° tb° difficulties of a task which was coll enough.
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r  \ public cousequences of this course of action must inoJtfclly
W v ^ ^ e^ ion s . Its effect upon our colleagues is, I need not say, i>anmvH 

in-tfa&Xxtreme, but I am confident that everybody and not least 
you yourself, will feel that however painful, circumstances have 
made your resignation inevitable.

Ever sincerely,
IX Lloyd George

P.S.— I should add that the publication of the telegram from 
yourself to the Viceroy, which you suggest, would obviously aggravate 
the bad effects of the manifesto already published and the Govern" 
ment therefore cannot consent to such a courso.

.
------------- — -----------------—
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M r .  Montagu s Cambridge Speech1

11TII MARCH 1922
Mr. Montagu, M. P. addressing a meeting of his constituents at the 

Cambridge Liberal Club on Saturday, the 11th March, afternoon, defended 
Iris action in publishing the telegram from the Government of India which led 
to his resignation of the office of Secretary of State for India This speech 
was the subject of an exciting controversy both in Parliament and outside.
A large number of Indian students were among the audience. Mr. Montagu 
said :

Tho orthodox beginning of my speech to you should bo “ Ladies 
and Gentlemen,” but I like to begin by saying that I address you 
as my friends, men and women, who have stood by mo and by 
whoso confidence I have done the work I have done ever since 190G.
I have eonio hero to-day for tho first tirno for many years as a free 
man to ask you what you think about it all, and to tell you what 
I think about it all, I beliovo, as I havo only so recently told you, 
that the highest interests of the State demand that we Liberals 
should work on a common platform, and should invite the co-oper
ation of all tho forces in tho State who are willing to work together 
consistently for tho common good by sinking or postponing matters 
of difference, and work together to rescue this country and this 
Empire from the difficulties which now confront us. But I am 
going to devote myself to-day to the matter which is uppermost 
>n your mind, and I am going to explain to you, dispassionately, 
a . 1 hope calmly, tho circumstances which have led to my 
resignation as a member of His Majesty’s Government. And I 
? ant say one word to the members of the Cambridgeshire Liberal 
- coelution who adopted me as their candidate at the last election.

want you, if you will, to consider what I am about to say, and I 
want to assure you that if as a result of what I am going to say, you 
wish it, my resignation is in your hands. (Cries of “ No.” )

Co-Operation with two Viceroys
Do not come to a conclusion until I have told you about it. 

Now, what is the fact? I have resigned the Secretaryship of State 
•b i^dia and delivered the Seals of that high office to His Majesty 
ha° f 1" 8, w*10se devotion to the interests of his Indian subjects 
hiif inspiration of my work for tho last four years and a
beciiuso t 60rs') Why have I dono that 1 Well, first let me say— 
is ii^m * 'lave summoned you here as being ontitled to know what 

y !'dnd— 1 cannot tell you the regret with which I havo left 
10
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(5 ( S a t  ilffice, the colleagues in it who have worked with me \g^f|3e 
V v\^®9rfg^fes in India who have worked with me. I cast n ikallid j 

hack to my relations of intimate co-operation with the two Viceroys 
^^^Lord Chelmsford and Lord Reading. I have had a lifelong and 

paramount interest in the well-being of the “  Indian Empire ”  and 
belief in the Indian people. I am convinced that the policy I 
have been authorised to adopt is not only the right policy, but tbo 
only policy for tho development of India, and I have a conviction 
to day that it will succeed, and that it must succeed, and I deploro 
that I can no longer be officially associated with it.

Now I come to the reasons. The official reason, which is 
published in the newspapers as the direct cause of my resignation, 
is that I have been guilty of publishing to the world a telegram 
from the Government of India without consultation with my 
colleagues, and that, therefore, I have outraged that glorious 
principle of British Government which has been treasured by suc
cessive Governments, and never more than by this Government, 
the doctrine of collective Cabinet responsibility. I cannot help 
smiling. (Laughter and cheers.) First of all, 1 do not think I 
havo outraged it. What did I do? I received a telegram from 
the Government of India expressing their views on a very important 
subject, and in it there was a request to be allowed to publish their 
views. Immediately, as soon as I could get the necessary copies 
on Friday week last, 1 circulated that telegram to the members 
of His Majesty’s Government. They had it in their posses
sion on Friday evening. I never thought, and I do not think 
si ill, for reasons which I will explain to you later, that the question 
of its publication, so far as 1 was concerned, was a matter for dis
cussion in the Cabinet. Each man who holds his high office is en
titled to the discharge at his own risk of this responsibility to de
cide what he shall bring beforo his' colleagues, and what he shall 
not. I do not think, for reasons-I will explain, that it was a matter 
for consultation with the Cabinet. There may have been colleagues 
who differed from me.

A Cabinet Meeting
But what happened ? On Monday last there was unexpectedly 

a meeting of the Cabinet. It is truo that, through a most regret- 
able illness, the Primo Minister was not present, but thero was a 
meeting of the Cabinet. Every member in that meeting ought to 
have had the telegram from the Government of India asking for the 
publication of that telegram in his pocket over tho week-end. No 
memb r of the Cabinet seemed to wish to discuss tho question and 
the only member of the Cabinet who referred to it to me that day
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(I ( w W U jA em ber who is most directly interested, Lord C u r z o iQ X  
\ • df State for Loroign Affairs, during the sitting o fQ ^ l (
X ^ a ^ ^ /t h o u g h  in private conversation I told Lord Curzon I had 

oh: Saturday authorized the publication of that telegram. If ho had 
wanted to, ho could have resumed his seat in the Cabinet, which 
was still in session. Ho could have urged his colleagues to object
0 publication. I should have had something to say on the other 

si e and if the decision had gone against me. It is an irony to reflect
a . 1010 was ample timo to send a telegram reversing my orders 

and stopping the publication of the telegram.
n v  ^  'v^at did Lord Curzon do ? Ho maintained silence in the 

a inot, and contented himself that evening with writing to mo one 
°  hoso plaintive, hectoring, bullying, complaining lotters which are 
so amilar to his colleagues and to his friends which ended with the 
lequest, what1?— not to discuss the matter in the Cabinet, but, in 
uture, not to allow publication of such documents without consulta- 

,i° ?  w , That was all. I say, therefore, that the Cabinot
lac ample opportunity to control the matter if they had wished. I
1 not raise it at tho Cabinet, becauso I did not think 
ore was any necessity to consult them, and I do not think

so now.
., After all, ladies and gentlemen, let us face this fact. Read 

at tologram from the Government of India. There is nothing in 
| which has not been expressed over and over again on their behalf 

y their spokesmen, by me, by His Highnoss the Aga Khan, and 
oven roally by implication by the Prime Minister himself when he 
was defending in tho House of Commons the retention of Con- 

an inople by tho Turks. [He read then to the House the Prime 
* ® Speech made in January, 1918, that Thrace, Constant-
jj. r Asia Minor should be left to tho Turks, and he prescribed
i j S a Pledge to the Indian Muhammadans, and, therefore, the latter 

put forward on behalf of India really everything that tho 
vernment of India put forward now.]

The “ Wizard’s ”  Cupboard

Put, however that may be, an accusation of a breach of tho 
ootrine of Cabinet responsibility from the Prime Minister, of all 

men in the world, is a laughable accusation. It is grotesque. What 
pro- c’rcurustances 1 The head of our Government, at the 
who01'*" It' omen -̂ ' s a Prime Minister of great, if eccentric, genius, 
world , COnt'Iibutious to tho well-being of his country, and of the 
who, lav® been so well advertised as to require no stress from me, 
Prim^wb' t'°-Vem3nts aro so 'veP'l£nown' Put who has demanded tho 

ich is within the power oi every genius to demand—and
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1' V J|fy Pffc6 has been the total, complete, absolute disappeanwHielof 
\ V <5 3 ^ 5 y ^ * ne Cabinet responsibility ever sinco ho formbj'-wis^ 

x^G9^$F‘nienfc. (Cheers.) The wizard, as he is,, from the cupboard 
in which ho has locked this doctrine, brings it out conveniently and 
makes me the victim of this new creed. I am sure that if tbo 
country will welcome this manifestation that tho Prime Minister is 
going to return to the doctrine of Cabinet responsibility, I bavo 
not been sacrificed in vain.

Let me give you a few examples, I have sat on tho samo 
bench with the Prime Minister and heard him criticise across tho 
floor of the House actions taken by Mr. Asquith’s Government, com
plaining bitterly of things said and things done by Mr. Asquith’s 
Government— a Government of which he was a member, whose 
actions he was responsible for under tho doctrine of Cabinet respon
sibility. It was only tbe other day that Lord Birkonhead— to whom 
I wish to pause to pay a tribute; I cannot over-emphasise my admi
ration for his brilliant ability or my gratitude for loyal friendship 
during all tho years I have been privileged to be his colleague— only 
tho other day Lord Birkenhead in a public spoech attacked, and 
attacked bitterly, tho foreign policy of Lord Grey of Fallodon. Tho 
1 rime Minister and Mr. Churchill, on tho doctrine of Cabinet res
ponsibility, were being attacked by Lord Birkenhead when ho 
attacked Lord Groy.

I come to othor matters. Have you ever heard of the Milner 
Leport about the future Government of Egypt 1—-a report on tho 
merits of which I am saying nothing ; a roport which doalt with 
the vital question whether Egypt was or was not to remain part of 
tee British Empire— published without the authority of the Cabinet 1 

a3 Lord Milner asked to resign? He romainod in the Government 
or months afterwards, and by his remaining there prejudiced and,

\ ’ 1(1 A decided the fact that the Cabinet became responsible, for 
the principle, at any rate, of the report which ho had presented.

avo you heard of the Amery Memorandum on tho Geddes Corn
ell .tea import. Where was tho doctrine of Cabinet responsibility 
tuare. Ihe memorandum had never been seen by tbe Cabinet, 
ancl^ .n° tl06 interest that Colonel Amery— for v hom I have 
the hignest regard— is one of the men mentioned in tho newspapers 
as my own successor. The othor night my friend and colloague 
the .Secretary of State for the Colonies, Mr. Winston Churchill' 
attended a dinner of the Kenya Club and made a pronouncement 
which had a most terrible effect in India, on the futuro of tnat 
Colony, and on tho Indians in that Colony, without any reference to 
the Cabinet, who had never discussed tho matter at all. Where 
waa the doctrine of Cabinet responsibility 1
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{ I ( A t  j  ‘ j  Cabinet Responsibility a Pretext \.Vw I

!IOt S°  ' rd? 'b is  matter any further. I would ask ^
een iny colleagues in this Government to search thoir 

Troarts and realise the numerous occasions upon which they prayed
0 00 Tln.° ,° Ca.binet responsibility— the vital decisions of

f " |th , v:lta!̂ decisions connected with Ireland. Why, it is a 
1 , °?*) 'KT° °n 10 Polttical history of Europe— the confusion
{ • 1 „. °' Downing Street and the Foreign Office about
ihn tW n f;118' • 9 ablnat responsibility ! Why, ladies and gentlemen,
„ . rr r-1S ' ° 1v.e‘ *s a pretext. We have been governed by a

( ge nus--a dictator, who has called together from time to time
1 \.,!.;C1U1C0<S ft* Ministers, men who had access to him day and night,

f05) ° U ,tbo?e wbo> bke myself, found it sometimes impossible to 
j  °. lm 01 oays together. He has come to epoch-making decisions,

\ , ° 'e r  and ovor again it is notorious that members of the Cabinet
. , , ri° \IlowDogo of such decisions, and if such knowledge came 
thoir^uiQ1 ̂ ]Cj m0 a*“ a *'’me wb0n ''bey could make no effective uso of

m rniil!™ 8! a°u0S,S V16 Ot-hor day a description °f a King of this 
thnntrb i . ch „ 1 f°:lr 13 applicable to tho Prime Minister, gonius
P r i n ^ ^ 1S,r 1 Iear- said Sir Gilbert Elliot “ there is in this xrince the future of hig fafcher> that he lovea closetg within
I ?  "f®ts and cupboards within closets ; that he will have secret 
■u i - 0ra[ besides his ostensible onos and still more invisible ones 
„ j  1K 18 secret advisors—that he will bo grateful to none of them 
1" ,, a most, .uncomfortable master to those Ministers who would 
ernnt c6*'-° tmV , Tbat is 'be prico which we have paid for the 

ervices of the great- genius who presides over the State.
tho oni?-’ i m,in6;' rosP°n3fbility is not the cause. . What then is 
I rnr SL, ' j 1 bo fact that, with or without consulting my colleagues, 
Whv t n , ,  .t0 the Publication of this telegram? Well, I did. 
Parties T ' d noj' bo Published 1 Tho Government of India were 
Hid it ° i 0  ̂r0aty of Sovrcs. It was signed on thoir behalf, 
accent I - UOed pea00 th° Govunimcnt of India would have loyally 
th t -f lfc’ bufc 'vben ifc showed—as I knew it always would show— 

at it could not produce peace, they pleaded for its revision and 
a party to the First Treaty they had every right to express their 
w s-having been given separate representation on the Peace 

con f renC6- a8 to wbat they thought best in the intorests of the 
th„ “ f y. and> 0,1 behalf of those for whom they 'poke,' ought to bo 
India U'~ 'n  ̂ fao' ors ,n '-be new peace. In international affairs, 
status V  rowar(f f°r its servic s in the war, was given Dominion 
'f  South a °uld the Government of Canada, would the Government 

Africa, would the Government of Australia have sat silent
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'! I I Vr’Mm ptfaec—so-called peaco— was destroying the internal ptygfl Q‘ 
a^wnntry they were governing'! It seems to mo that they hadTulA’ 1 

v'sJgIjWh/'oxpress their views.

Middle East Policy

Let me remind you that the foreign policy pursued by His 
Majesty’s Government in tho Middle East has caused the gravest 
position in India. Over and over and over again the Government 
of India has made representations on the subject, mainly based on 
the fact that the Prime Minister’s pledge to the people of India had 
beon broken by the Treaty of Sevres. I say I am no believer in 
the doctrine of secret diplomacy. (Cheers.) I think it is better 
that the world should know what is going on. (Cheers.) I think 
that tho Muslims in India wero entitled to know of the efforts 
being made on their behalf by their Government. I think tho 
British public were entitled to know what tho Government of 
India thought of this important question. But I did not agree to 
the publication of tho first telegram. I was considering the matter.
It was only when I roceived, on the. Saturday, another telegram 
urging an immediate answer iri tho interests of India that I said to 
myself: ‘ ‘Here is tho Viceroy coping with a ditlicult situation.
After all, he is no child in public affairs. Lord Reading, a member 
once of a British Cabinet, His Majesty’s Ambassador once in 
Washington, a man who has had in his own keeping the vital 
interests, not merely of millions of the British taxpayers’ money but 
the vital interests of tho good relations between ourselves and the 
United States of America, a man who has successfully, to the admi
ration of the whole world, discharged these functions, a man with a 
full knowledge of what he was doing, asks me not once but twice, to 
assent to the publication of his views.”  I know the difficulties in 
India, and I say it w’as my duty to support the Vieoroy. (Cheers.)

Now it is said that the publication of this telegram has com
mitted the Home Government in the conference which is about to 
take place. Why publi h it on the evo of a conference? Well, 
even the harshest of my critics will agree that it would be no use 
publishing it after tho conference. (Laughter.) But I wonder 
why it is that His Majesty’s Government have refused to publish 
the telegram in which I gave sanction to the publication of this 
document. If thoy had, it would havo been demonstrated to the 
world that I rocognisod that His Majesty’s Government had got to 
take wider facts into consideration than the intai. India alone; 
that these views could only be put forward for consideration, 
although I venture to think, when you refiect that T ey W8a 
beaten in tho main by Indian soldiers, that India ia entitled to a
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1 • \ Ig|iominant ''°i°0 ,n the consideration of such questions. (Cn^LsI) 
W ® b 4 < I /a l s o  have been seen that I told the Government of 
Xŝ r  a,fe Vr i r»i ™eir kerms religious suzerainty of tbe Caliph over 

, ° Hob' l laces— was not a matter in which, in my opinion, the
Allies eould interfere, but was a religious matter between tho King 
of tho Hedjaz and the King of Mesopotamia and the Sultan at 

ons an in op e, and that tho Prime Minister had agreed and had 
assure! e nc lau Muhammadans that thoro would bo nothing in 
tho i reaty to prevent such an agreement.

Lord Curzon’s Foreign Policy.

V !S t *1° p?wer of 1,16 Government to keep secret such an 
T Ua c oc™ ie,' l ’ hut I cannot understand why it was not published,

an. sony it the needs of India have embarrassed tho foreign policy 
mu Gurzon. IIow little ha knows tho disastrous effects that 

ave oen produced in India by the foreign policy— the missed 
ppor unities, the bunglod undertakings. I havo tried my best. 

.ave. op. and hoped for an amelioration in the position. I have 
r'ioL° pa‘ ,0,ltly’ feeling that, in the long run, things would come 

.an? thafc tho inherent justice of India’s cause would be 
- gnisod. I have been on tho verge of resignation on this ques

ts V 8" 0 , and aga' n ancl hesitated because I did not wish to say 
-° , nhammadans of India that solemn pledges made to them 

do*0 ln.0trlovably l°sl:> I say to them now—after this has been 
ne—do not think for one moment that the anger of the British 
ovornment with mo moans that thoro will bo any disregard of

w L T ' i c b .  ™ )u  *• **  ” d 1 *•« -  th™ i»
W tv,^0-’ P lica t io n  was n°i‘ H10 r0al reason for my resignation.

n '.a uo roas°n 1 Well, I have been pleading, arguing, cajoll- 
since f n p8galnStl th° Primo Minister’8 Policy in tho East ever 
from l ^ 100 Confei'enco- 1 have nover been able to understand 
it is ,, ®otlve Ws pro-Greek policy was dictated. Pro-Greek 
G rn 't°a r ‘ 1 do nofc b3lieve that ifc is in tho interests of the

oks, 1 do not know in whose interests it is. I am certain it 
is calamitous to tho British Empire. Well, I suppose one day we 
s ail understand tho motive (a Voice : “ Never” ) ;  but I want to 
seek tho real cause for tho fact that I stand bofore you to day a 

00 IPan> asking for your continued support.
You 1 S6ek an 0xPial|ation in tho political situation of tho day. 
knowC"l°r Wllafc bas be0n e°ing on- (A  Voico Intrigue.’ ’) You 
a believer"'- (1y gerous,y near collapso the Government was. I am 
to Procre-1-1 ^'oal*ti°n aa 1 have defined it. I owe much, too much, 

ss,ve Conservatives and loyal Conservatives in this cons-
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I ( tij^ n cy  And all over England to wish to part with their co-opa^gio| ; 
\\\bi|2|8.1 eaid at the ‘beginning of my speech that co-operation mtisy la  J 

Believo mo, you make the principle of Coalition ridi- 
ouhj’.is if you try to apply it by standing first on one leg and then 
on the other ; by making up for and paying the price of every 
Liberal measure by doing something for tho Conservatives the next 
day. (Cries of It is a lory Government.") At tho present moment 
the Liberal members of His Majesty’s Government aro long suffering 
and they are patient. They' soo their colleagues disappearing 
one by one. But the Conservative wing of the Coalition has had 
a lot to swallow in the Irish policy— tho greatest thing this Govern
ment has done and the thing that will redound longest to tho credit 
of our Priroo Minister.

It has been a very serious step for some Conservatives to take.
I am not referring to them ; I am referring to that wing of the 
Conservative Party which is known as the “ Diehard”  Party, I 
want, if I may, to appeal to that wing of tho Conservative Party, 
and tho appeal, I hope, will bo effective. I should like .to make an 
appeal to that part of the Conservative" Party on behalf of that 
great genius, the Prime Minister. Tho other day, at the luncheon 
in the City to Sir Arthur Balfour, another great Conservative who 
has contributed to this Government one of its epoch-making succes
ses, Lord Birkenhead assured us ho would never wish to part with 
the “  Die hard”  section of the Unionist Party. Well, that is the 
section which is most restive. That is the section which has been 
worried most by tho Irish settlement. That is the section which 
does not like me. (Laughter.) The Prime Minister gavo thorn an 
appetiser oi what was coming when, on the occasion of tho last 
Indian debate in the House of Commons, getting up to defend me, 
a member of his Government, the exponent of a policy which, on 
the doctrine of collective responsibility, he was responsible for, he 
paid compliments to tho men who had attacked me, but said not 
one word in defence of me. (A voice :— “  It is liko him, a back
hander !) They roust have been familiar, recently, with concealing 
expressions of opinion given by him privately to members of their 
Party at the dinner tablo oven in tho precincts of the House of 
Commons, There he stands— the greatest strategist in the history 
of the world— scenting the air, waiting for the pursuit, and throw
ing to the wolves the . most convenient cargo, (Laughter and 
cheers.)

An Appeal to the “ Die-Hards.”

I want to make this appeal to the Die-hard Party on behalf 
of the Prime Minister They bavo made against mo wild and base-



' * ®oi^\

. I, cbaj’ffies and accusations. They have shown, as I tlmn?^ili , 
>^v^iffiaA^anair8, as in all other matters, a complete lack of pontfcfH* 
KJsagaeJty and political vision which is characteristic of them. They 

represent the desperato demand of foolish but honest people to 
crystallize against the march of timo every anachronism in tho 
world, they have unwittingly instigated riot and revolution by 
their lack of sympathy with humanity and progress. They have 
advocated interference with the Government of India from Whito- 
, ' , 7, , a'!e ^06n supported by Lieutenant-Governors who
lave e t India, by other disgruntled persons connected with India,
>y luxurious ex-Governors of inconspicuous and inglorious careers, 
they have fomonted unrest in tho Indian Service by baseless 
rumours and lack of support. They have invented speeches by me 
belittling the Indian Service ; they have snatched partial quotations 
fiom my writings, and obviously and grotesquely distorted their 
moaning. They have asserted that tho Government of India was 
prevented from maintaining order from Home. My successor in 
the India Office will find ample evidence of The support given by 
mo and my Council with whom I have worked for the common 
purpose to give support, help, and suggestions in the maintenance 
of law and order in India— support, help, and suggestions made to 
the Service in India. He will find nothing to the contrary sense.

I believe that this Die-hard Party, honest and sincero as they 
are, is tho most dangerous element in the political lifo of this 
country, I believe they represent the smallest part of the people 
of this country, but I appeal to them still. All their efforts as 
regards myself, all their follies, all the strenuous efforts they have 
made to get me removed, have resulted in a series of the most 
ignominious defeats in the lobbies of the House of Commons, hut 
now this is why I mike tho appeal. The great genius who presides 
over our destinies has done for them what they could not do for 
themselves, and has presented them, to appease them and got the 
support for which Lord Birkenhead pleaded, with what they havo 
so long desired, my head upon a chargor. I ask tho Die-hard Party 
m this country to give to the Primo Minister that earnest support 
which for the moment he has so well desorved from their hands.

I think I have shown you that tho doctrine of collective res
ponsibility will not do ; I think I have shown you that tho puhlica 
Lon of the Government of India’s despatch was justified : I think l 
nave shown you another and more obvious explanation.

The Highest Destiny of India ?i
, 1 want to say through you one word, and ono word only to
hose whom n y words may influence in India. I would say to Dv-m 

that whatever a particular Govt, may do, the British people, ' am
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l jcontHmcecljare sympathetic ahovo everything with the people o»& dia,
\ • _'hn/E'‘M tlieyhands of the British people India will win to its appqjml® , 

destiny, to the only destiny I think it is possible to contemplate?* 
India is to succeed at all— freedom within the British Empire. There 
is no obstacle, in my opinion, if the appeal is made to the British 
people— there is no obstacle to the achievement of the goal which has 
been promised them except disloyally and Non co operation. I beg 
of tho Indians to remember that race hatred will only delay tho day. 
and their only chance— and a good chance— is in the confidence that 
will be begotten between the great people of this country and tho 
groat people of India by common action and common co operation.

To tho British people I would say : “ Do not, above all things, 
allow your Government in your namo to vacillate in their Indian 
policy” . I do not believe it is in danger. Even the Die-hards admit 
that promises must be kept. They will be satisfied with my dis
appearance. It was their day on Thursday, and everything was 
done to mako it a success. Mr. Chamberlain, in announcing tho 
decision, did it in such a way as to avoid any expression of regret 
in order that tho blouse might enjoy the uninterrupted vociferations 
of the Die-hard Party without any counter cheers or dangers of that 
kind to spoil tho day. But the policy I believe to be safe. Bouse 
yourselves before it is too late to avoid what I believe will mean the 
destruction of tho British Empire.

Britishers to keep their Pledge !
You can adopt an education policy and advertise it to the world 

and then cry “ Hold.”  * You can urge a Minister to build houses and 
then throw him over because he has built them. * But you cannot 
build up an Indian policy one day and vacillato with it the next. 
The British people have a right to demand, and will demand, loyalty 
and the preservation of order. If they get those, I implore them not 
to be dismayed by temporary difficulties, but to pursue the path to 
which wo have been pledged and to let no Government betray us into 
breaking these pledges. The only way to concentrate the attention 
of the people in India on Indian affairs is to give them the right and 
chance to earn tho control of affairs in their own hands.

The cultural Conquest of India.
Above all, remember the great work which has beon dono by 

our countrymen in India. Bemombor that, perhaps, ono of tho 
greatest achievements is the dissemination through that country of

* Reference is to Mr. Fisher, Education Minister & Dr. Addison, Minister of 
Public Works, both of whom were at first pitchforked by the Prime Minister and 
then sacrificed. The Prune Minister’s career lias been marked by big promises 
to secure votes and little performances. He lias broken pi dge after pledge but 
uev- r ceased from indulging in high talk.

/ 4 f g ^ < V \  MR. MONTAGU'S RESIGNATION  [cam i^ ge



1 V !B& h ' T - alS .und vh0, worshiP of British institutions. o M
thT? S0,b0.03 ’ , ° " r books are read in the u n iversS iW M  

Vivlt. Itlina L a:°  ,vng(ISh- ^  bas been slow progress for lack of funds,
j * 11 0a 0rn education which for the last 150 years we

j  pl0«Jrng !"  Bidia. Do not turn round to the Indians
All our t-p-ii'Viiiic. 8 ^av.6 l°st *a'th in our democratic institutions, 
of what wn' tf was a mistake and we are now going to deprive yo.i 
Mfilmnnt I °  hr  taUgh ynut0 work for and what will be the 

Tha i n T ° a] KOal of a11 Rritish endeavour in India.”  
anco means j ! 6 * ° say*. -*■ do not believe that mydisappear- 
it has imthirwr <-y ^a 0̂-aitlOn 111 ^'dian policy. Id o  beliovo that 
do i-iqiim- m ? *•? 'v'tb the doctrine of collective responsibility, I
Onvm’nm i t a 'Ji wa3 *n the main an effort to proservo this
crumbln-011 w i ,?i which must attend it if one of its wings
tn c .l  3 w i “ ether those methods will be successful, it is not for mo 
diff-n-, 'other this Government will adjust its own initial 
c r e T l  T r S ']0t for mo to say J whether it will be easy to 
wilh a 1011aJ Party without leaving out a single Dio-hard and 
sav bni °n Liberal Ministers in it as possible, it is not for me to 
onerafIn., i '?  t3., not m0an for ono moment that an honost co-
wp nmri i i ° ' ' 8.0n Liberals and Conservatives is not one of tho things 

® 0 sL>ve for in tho difficult times in which we live.
1 havn sP°h°n to you with all the sincerity that I can command 
made C y°iU a ■ tbat ' S in my mi|id. I am a free man. Havin, i can . s explanation to you, I propose to do what no man in offici
in tha TT ° ^  a holiday, and 1 propose after that to take my sea
part nf ,,ous° as a Liberal believing in honest co-operation with tha 
to co enni-oi on80ryatIVO Party which has demonstrated its willingnes 
monf ,,-Pb . suPP°rt this Government or any other Govern
y ou iT v p  V  ln k l t r '8ht- But Iwanfc yo"  to take counsel wit. 
anneal t 3 ’ '■ ant you to considor this matter among yourselves.
Mv vi °  lS*: as a sllPP01't°r and a member of this Government 
have n'VS ,° ” ot ^banged. I have pursued consistent policy .. . 
latter r SU° d that consistent Poi>ry Patiently, and with only, in 
w bi Uaj? ’ a Partial support from those who were equally responsible 
with me for that policy.

w h i c h V f " 6 in public affairs haS 0n,y bo0n p°ssib' e by the suppoin 
brideo i • ve bad for so many years from my constituents in Cam 
at tho' "p 3 trona all parties. My soat in the House of Commons h 
as j  disposal of Cambridgeshire, and must ask for an expression 

1 opinion boP° and Pray, of your confidence and for you)
as I j,ayu °rdqr that I may be entitled o contribute in tho future 
to the web i'trivon to contribute in the past, my small share 

being of our country and of our Empire. (Loud choors.)
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Mr. Chamberlain, asked by Sir J. D. Rees whether, in view 
of the unfortunate effect upon Muhammadans in India of the 
resignation of the Secretary of State following immediately upon 
the publication of the Government of India’s pronouncement, 
some signal and decisive repudiation of any want of sympathy with 
the Indian Moslems on the part of his Majesty’s Government 
could bo devised and might be expected, said:—If my bon. 
friond will look at the letter by which the Prime Minister 
accepted the resignation of the late Secrotary of State for India, he 
will soe that the resignation had nothing to do with the merits 
of tho policy advocated by the Government of India, but only with 
the publication, on tho sole responsibility of Mr. Montagu, without 
consultation with the Prime Minister, the Foreign Secrotary, or tho 
Cabinet, of a telegram raising a question whose importance, to use 
tho Primo Minister’s words “ extended far beyond the frontiers of 
India; or tho responsibilities of the Office of Secrotary for India.
As reoallod by tho Prime Minister in the same letter, the views of 
the Government of India and of Indian Muhammadans havo been 
laid fully before his Majesty’s Government and the Peace Con
ference and have received the most careful and sympathetic consider
ation of His Majosty’s Government. Our object has been, and is> 
to secure a just and honorable peace between the belligerents.

C olonel W e d g w o o d .— (Newcastle-under-Lyme, Lab.) later 
•vked the Leader of the House whethor ho had anything to say as to 
the charges made by the right lion, gentleman, tho member for Cam
bridge (Mr. Montagu).

Mr. Cham berlain.— Notice of this question was sent to my 
room at the House and only readied me a short while ago. May 1 
take this opportunity of appealing to the House to send private 
notice questions to Downing-strcet ? If they will do so, it will put 
me in a better position to deal with them. The speech which my 
right bon. friend, the late Secretary of Stato, made at Cambridge on 
(Saturday night covered such wide ground that I can hardly deal 
with it fully, if it were desirable that I should deal with it at all, 
in answer to a question. But there is some information which, I 
think, 1 ought to give the House at once. May I first of all deal 
with a mi.ior matter which concerns myself ? In the course of his 
speech, my right hon. friond said:— “ Mr. Chamberlain, in announc
ing the decision, did it in such a way as to avoid any expression of 
regret in order that the House might enjoy the uninterrupted

/fN ^ MSs ME. MONTAGU’S RESIGNATION  [u . o/ S 3 mk.



* ( ygpei^S^n of the Dio-hard Party without any counter-chl^WcJ 
. V that and to spoil the day.” (Cheers.) Nobody vkaJlL j

that statI°"10nlt °f my right hon. friend that bofore 
, 8 , 10 an8" 01’ f had submitted tho terms in which I had
l Z ' l ;  ° r 7 u M t0 ? y r i6ht> n .  friend and he had made no 
/p  i V w ° i  .°mj\ ^^oers ) The hon. and gallant gentleman 
: ™ e gwood) apparently thinks that is an observation of no
thn Hn1UCl"  , o was in tho House, and other hon. members were in 
whn 1 r n ’ and -n ?  W1 -lud?e whether 1 sought— indeed, those 
avoided ;r ln0 W1"  know that if by any words of mine I could have 
/pu \ would have avoided such a demonstration as that, 
bur ° v,- uA88 r0m " ’hich is, after all, a very small matter,
to •' l0"  ̂ cannot have wholly unnoticed— I pass from that 
noliln f„-'S S 8,r,avl r matter, tho statements made with regard to my 
friend k 16 ■̂ SOr°*;ary State for Foreign Affairs. My noble
he shall aI<i ln ^?d *n ^ c  country, but ho has telephoned that 
order t-rv ,nn. r auy circumstances, come up to London to-morrow in 
to malm ° <* V lls p*a?0 at the first sitting of the House of Lords 
himself a ,s atam0nt in regard to what has been said respecting 
I W w  i l6,6,1-3' I will at once, however, tell the House what 
first toi<f30U the sequence of events. I have ascertained that the 
Bubaen„/nrim rm- Governm0«t  °f India— tho one which was
dav Mip . i y Published— was received in the India Office on Wed nee - 
tho Secret . S ‘ tao 8 A' M' P 10 instructions of ray right hon. friend, 
March u r  •, H a te' fco circulate it appear to have boon given on 
to the „ u r nday) t'v0 days later. At any rato, the Paper circulated 
that m ;n,V 'iet' kas a heading “ Circulated,”  this paper and
telegramUjt° (U° tw° days aftev tfa© receipt of tho
at 2-30 p \r 0 „  ndla Offic0- The actual circulation took placo 
the C hinnt’ i011- aturday— that is to say, the papers wore pieced in
at 2-30 n m J0XBc? ^ t  wel° san,: ou*- fl'ora tho Cabinot Secretariate JU 1 on Saturday, tho 4th.

Goven!m„h°f faT B, day a secolld telegram was received from tho 
the immo r  , °  India by the India Office asking permission for 
friend ! v , e P lica tion  of their first telegram. My right hon. 
in tho 0 , at0 Secretary of State for India, was, I believe, 
forward j0Untry. wh°n that telegram was received, and it was 
Offico t ° c t0' there. He authorised and directed tho India 
on r'hat° S0nU 3 telegram in his name authorising the publication 
consciu-Sjme day (Saturday). That was a private1 telegram in 
telegraph' ° r°! ^'3 ahs®nce in the country. He. stated he would 
mealing on°w °'aIIy aI)d fully on Monday. There was a Cabinet 
the Secret ' nnday' a"d before tho business began my noble friend, 

ary of State for Foreign affairs, called ny attention to tho
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1 toSvarii! from the Government of India and ropresented\matBt 
contrary to the public interest to have it publish^ ! j l  J 

suiddLeiilirely agreed with him that such a telegram could not 
posstbiy be published at the present time. In the course of the 
Cabinet or at tho close of tho Cabinet, I am not quite certain, bo 
spoke to the late Secretary of State for India, and heat once said,
‘I have already authorised it ; T authorised it on Saturday.”  Tho 

late Secretary of State for India gave no hint to my noble friend 
that thore was still time to stop publication of tho telogram. Had 
he done so, of course, my noble friend would havo consulted mo, 
and wo should, if necessary, have consulted the cabinet or acted on 
our own responsibility, and at onco have sent a telegram stopping 
publication. I imagine tho late Secrotary of Stato for India did 
not suggest that there was still time to stop publication because ho 
himself did not beliovo it. The Indian Government had askod 
leave to publish immediately. He had given that authorisation on 
Saturday, and it was only afterwards, for reasons into which I do 
not go, that the Government of India delayed publication. I have 
only one further thing to say. My right horn friond, the late 
Secretary of State for India, in his speech at Cambridge took tho 
very unusual course of referring to a private letter sent to him by 
Lord Curzon— suck a privato letter as Ministers often send to one 
another. My noble friend wrote the letter as one Cabinet Minister 
to another, and did not oven keep a copy of it himself. I think it 
is regrettable that the right hou. gentleman, tho member for Cam
bridge, should have referred to a private communication of that 
kind. (Choers.)

Colonel W edgwood.— Is it not a fact that tho noble lord the 
Foreign Secretary in writing to tho ox-Secretary of Stato for India 
did not protest against the lack of Cabinet solidarity in publication, 
but asked that in future any such despatch should not be published 
without Cabinet authority ; and would the right hon. gontloman 
therefore got permission from the noble lord to have that letter 
published so that we can see exactly what attitude was taken to
wards this shocking breach of tradition before it was fouud advisable 
to get rid of the Secretary of State for India.

Mr. Cli-iMBERLAXN.— The hon. and gallant member is entitlod 
to ask a question, but he is not entitled to make insinuations 
of that kind when using the forms of the House professedly to 
seok information. (Cheers) (Colonel W bdGWOOD.— W hat was 
the insinuation V The hon. and gallant gentleman insinuates 
that tho reasons publicly given for the resignation of the late 
Secretary of State for India were a mere pretext, The sugges-
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DEBATE IN PARLIAMENT
’  H I 3 B r ]u{? ]y “ "J^nded. (Cheers.) I have told the %  

f • 1 . n ’ ’a * ° IIJ.y nofc soen the letter written by my
Secretary of State but that it was such a private letter 

from colleague to colleague that he himself did not keep a copy of
'i i f°aTin° say any,: » » *  as t° the publication of the letter. My 

noble friend will no doubt doal with it in the House of Lords to-
Btlt 1 n°,Say thcre is indocd an end to Cabinet res

ponsibility if one Cabinet Minister* is to allude publicly to a private
n 0r receive rom another Cabinet Minister and is by so doing to 
orce publication.

Captain Wedgwood Benn (Leith- L .)— May 1 ask whether 
iovernmcnt havo any objection to the full publication of this 

1 ..i,01 .i, 0̂6S  ̂10 at*:or request the late Secretary of State not to
0 880 matters beforo the Cabinet, but to consult the Foreign 
in question)' ^  tDa*'*;ers  ̂ (This was tho crux of the whole matter

h a v n ^ ’ i ^ v ? 11515151'41*1,— * l,ave sa*d I have »ot seon the letter. I 
sarv on iVi°U a™y nohle friend will say whatever he thinks neces
sary on the subject in tho House of Lords to-morrow.
1 m-irn?!, 0' 1- Ij ^  'AiGwood—T ho right hon. gentleman suggested that
taken tow c,May * ask k °w ho reconciles the action
taken in pv ri 10 ■ *'*'•? Secretary of State for India and tho action 
Seeretarv slmi ar circumstances towards the speech of the
see bofni-n'i •* a ° or.tk0 Colonies (Mr. Churchill on Kenya Indians 
see before) in connection with a similar subject 1

made an^nfounded Aa n e ^ rh0 h°n' a" d gallant gentleman having 
argument. I state that r  ‘°n n° "  tn °S to covor his actio11 by an 

T he Sp ’ A f  * a!legatl0n is unfounded. (Cheers.)
for the Scotland** I)ivi'kfVe r®O0Iyed a notice from tho hon. member 
that ho wthes to a k ° f . LlVerp°ol <Mr T. P. O’Connor) 
House. 1 do not I-. 1 9,ave, to move tho adjournment of the
alter his view but 1 t h i T v ? at had occurred just now may 
ought rnt tn* think I ought to point out that his motion
this immediate 80 questions of Government policy, and only 
Ministers a tor of incorrect attitude between individual

1 aPPeal ^Om a n n P ^ ONNOI!'~ '^ k 0 Leader of tho House has made an 
, me only this •° kut; this motion in a letter which was sent to 
f -’ on, e specially 1:>ng, and 1 am very much improssed by his Bugges- 
| ______ 1 a critical moment like this for my right hon. friend.

l,a resignation. '' a I - r‘°ation, Sir. Montagu made the statement after
>



• Eiael/that 1 ought to ask the opinion of the House upon my motion , 
x 'i if it bo in order, as I understand it is, because I think it is necessary 

we should have a frank discussion on an incident so remarkable ; 
and, secondly, to put ourselves right with peoples of India and of 
Eastern Europe and for that reason 1 hope my right hon. friend will 
make no opposition.

Me, Chamberlain,— May I say that my appeal to the hon. 
gentleman not to make his motion was based on two grounds 1 •Jj10 ,
was that we are pressed for time in our financial business. The 
other and tho more important ground was that 1 thought it con
trary to the public interest that wo should havo a discussion upon 
policy to be followed in the Near East in anticipation of tho 
Paris Conference. That I understand, would not bo in any way 
in order, and accordingly that falls to the ground. I shall not 
raise any objection if tho hon. member wishes to discuss this matter.
I confess I should have expected my right hon. friend tho member 
for Cambridge to he in his place after the speech he made at 
Cambridge.

Mr . T. P. O’CONNOR.— May I say that I sont my right hon- 
friend (Mr. Montagu) a letter saying that I was going to roako t lS 
motion 1 . I

Mr . Chamberlain.— It is desirable, when wo do discuss bis 
speech, that he should be in the House.

The Speaker.— I mu;t again point out to the hon. gentleman 
(Mr. T, P. O’Connor) that his proposed motion does not raise, ana 
it would not be in order to raise the question of policy .in the Ncai 
East. It raises only some alleged incorrect action on the part of tn 
Minister without the consent of tho Cabinet, and to that the debate 
must be confined. (Hear, hear.)

After further discussion it was settled that Mr. O’Conno1 
would move for aii adjournment of the House to discuso the matter 
on Wednesday next, i. e., the 15th March ’22 after Lord Curzoi1 
had made his statement in the Lords next day.

! j f  1ft Y|1 MR. MONTAGU'S RESIGNATION [h . ( * 0 5 p .



I  ' G% X

K^sS-^y H o u s e  o f  L o r d s  u l
HTH. MARCH 1922

The following is Lord Curzon’s Statement in the L ords:—

at: . ^ arcjueS3 ° f  Curzon, Secretary of State for Foreign
.fairs said : My Lords, I am sorry to have to ask your Lordships’

attention for a few momonts to a personal matter arising from the 
reference to myself contained in a speech made by a late colleague 
of mine, Mr. Montagu, on Saturday last. I had thought, my 
iOrde, that a Foreign Secretary who is about to proceed to Paris 

,ot th® discussions on the Eastern question was the chief sufferer 
'.v the astonishing act of the late Secretary of State for India, in 

as much as the authorisation by him of the publication of the 
manifesto of the Government of India could not but gravely affect 

10 position of the British representatives in tho forthcoming Con
ference. But L learnt, greatly to my surprise, from Mr. Montagu’s 
speech, that I am deemed in some way to have connived at this 
injury to the public interest in my charge, and this amazing 
proposition Mr, Montagu endeavours to establish by a public 
reference to private correspondence with mo and to private conver
sation in the Cabinet Chamber, which I cannot help thinking must 
>o without parallel in the history of Cabinet procedure. (Hear, 
real.| I am.compelled, therefore, to state tho facts.

In common with my colleagues, I received on Saturday after
noon, March 4, from the Cabinet Office, a copy of the telegram from 

0 ® 'efoment of India, in which they sought permission to 
PJ* j is i their manifesto about tho terms of peace with Turkey. 
tlif'° ^ere was to be a Cabinet meeting at tho beginning of

n?x wo°k, and not dooming it possiblo that Mr. Montagu could 
licoi.c of publication without reference to his colleagues, 1 

regarded it as certain that the question would be brought up at the 
meeting on Monday. On that day before tho proceedings began 
I mentioned tho Viceroy’s telegram to Mr. Chamberlain, who pre
sided in the absence of the Prime Minister and expressed to him 
the V10w that, when the permission of tho Cabinet to publication 
was sought, it must be unhesitatingly refused. In this he concurred.

little later, in the course of private conversation of a few seconds 
0|uj with Mr. Montagu, I said, "Of course you will not authorise 
Publication without reference to the Cabinet.”  T o this he rop,ied, 

I have already dono so, on Saturday last.’ ’ I was so dumbfounded 
at the avowal that tho Secretary of Stato had already given bis 
sanction, as has since transpired, before the telegram from tho 
Government of India could even have been soen by many oi his 

11
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\• V 4 @ l0/»S^es« that  ̂ closed tho conversation and returned to 
\ ^ m ^ M r .  Montagu given the slightest hint that there was *11"

' ::_;“iivo to cancel or to postpone the order which he had sent to India 
hy telegram two days before, or bad I regarded such a suspension as 
possible, I should at once have brought the matter before the U 
Cabinet, but I assumed that publication bad already, under Mr. 1 
Montagu’s authority, taken place in India, all the nioro so as tho . 
Government of India pressed for immediate sanction to publish.
I presumed therefore— and in tho circumstances no other presump
tion was possible— that it was too late for me to intervene. Further
more, the responsibility for the step was not mine. It was for tho 
Secretary of State for India to explain and to justify his own action, 
already taken, to the Cabinet. Ho was tho Secretary for India, 
not I. Whether he then or afterwards proceeded to do so or not,
1 do not know, for, being ill at the time, and having only risen 
from bed to attend the Cabinet for cer:ain Foreign Office matters,
I left the room as soon as those had been disposed of.

The Private Letter

Feeling however, profoundly disturbed and dismayed at tho , 
action which Mr. Montagu had just revealed tom e, 1 wrote to him 
a private letter the same afternoon, deploring the action that ho 
had taken and protesting against the repetition of any similar 
occurrence, Of so intimate a character wa3 this letter, written by I 
one colleague to another, that I did not even tako a copy of its I 
contents. I regarded it as no less confidential than scores of similar 
I d - which Mr. Montagu had addressed to me while wo had 
served together, sometimes at tho rate of two or three a week, the 
eh n -.oter of which I will not follow his example by attempting in 
public to describe.

I awaited tho reply to this lettor throughout Tuesday and W ed
nesday, before deciding what further steps, if any, it might be 
desirable for me to take. Neither then, nor since, did Mr. Mon- 
tnen favour me with any answer. Instead of this, tho lato Secretary 
' i State, reversing the ordinary procedure by which tho Minister who 
lias resigned makes bis explanation in Parliament, when his state- I 
wot is can bn chocked or answered (cheers), went to his constituents 
addressed a political club of his own supporters, publicly referred ' 
to ar.d travestied both my private conversation with him and mv 
private letter, vilified tho colleague whoso advice in relation to 
Indian matters and Indian, foreign, and frontier affairs he had not 
ceased to solicit and receive in unstinted measure in most weeks in
recent years, and endeavoured to shift some portion of the respon- 
dbility for his lamentable indiscretion on to my shoulders, ' j

eoi%\
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' • Wkfiy) fiords, I have this morning received from Mr. Mont^ff&^n 
\%fc©?5?tSBUcay lofcter, and I hold it in my hand. It was marked b jk A l —J 

‘ip r ita ^ ’ My Lords, it seems to mo intolerable, as I believe 
it to be an unprecedented thing, that an ex-Cabinet Minister 
should, by quoting and distorting in public a private letter written 
to him under the soal of confidonco by a colleague, compel its pub
lication to the world (Cheers). Such a proceeding appears to me 
neither consistent with tho confidence which should prevail between 
Ministers, nor with the houor of public life. But Mr. Montagu 
h;.s left me with no alternative, and [ will now read the letter to 
your Lordships. But first let me ask your Lordships to recall Mr. 
Montagu’s description of it. This is what he said at Cambridge: — 
' ‘But what did Lord Curzon do? He maintained silonco in the 
Cabinet and contented himself that evening with writing me one of 
those plaintive, hectoring, bullying, complaining lettors which ire so 
familiar to his colleagues and to his friends, which ended with tho 
request, what?—not to discuss the matter in the Cabinet, but. in 
future not to allow publication of such documents without consulta
tion with him. That was all.”  I will now read the actual terms 
of the letter :

Private March 6, 1922.
“Dear Montagu,— I much doplore that you should have 

thought right without consulting tho Cabinet to authorise the pub
lication of that tolegram, oven as amended. Had 1, when \ icoroy, 
ventured to mako a public pronouncement in India about the foreign 
policy of tho Government in Europe, I should certainly have been 
recalled. As it was I was once rebuked for making a casual refo- 
renco in a spocch.

I consulted Chamberlain this morning in tho absence of tho 
Prime Minister, and found that he ontiroly shared my views. But 
it was too late. That I should be asked to go into the conference in 
Paris while a subordinate branch of the British Government 6,000 
miles away dictates to the British Government what lino it thinks 1 
ought to pursue in Thrace, seems to mo quite intolerable, but the part 
that India has sought to play or been allowed to play in this series 
of events passes my comprehension. Moreover, it is of very dangerous 
import, for if tho Government of India, because it rules over 
a large body of Muslims, is entitlod to express and publish i's 
vie s about what we do in Smyrna or Thrace, why not in: Egypt, 
Sucian, Palestine, Arabia and the Malay Peninsula or auy other part 
of the Muslim world? Is Indian opinion always to be a final court 
of Muslim appeal?

I hope this may be the last of these unfortunate pronounce 
ments, but if any otjj, r jg evor contemplated, I trust at least the

■ g°5>x

LOUD CUUZOh’S STATEM ENT f n ’t



( i f  W  Y f' MB, MONTAGU’S RESIGNATION ‘[u . o l^ l iT s  
\\\ g{2) wiH give ms an opportunity of expressing my opinion in u jro jr jt j 

before the sanction is given.
lours ever, Curzon.

Your Lordships can form your own opinion as to the tone of the 
letter I have read, (Cheers). But you will observe that instead of 
requesting, as alleged by Mr. Montagu at Cambridge, that ho should 
in future discuss such matters with me without bringing them to 
the Cabinot, I said, on the contrary, precisely the reverse. I urged 
that it was before the Cabinet. I should bo given an opportunity 
of expressing my opinion before any action of this sort was ever 
again taken by the Secretary of State for India, Such, my lords, 
are the facts of the case, upon which it is open to anyono who hears 
or reads my words to pass his own judgment. They loave mo still 
quite unablo to determine whether tho private or the public conduct 
of tho late Secretary of State for India has been tho more inexpli
cable and surprising, and in using thoso adjectives I am astonishod at 
my own moderation. (Laughter and cheers.)

Lord Crewe’s Views.
The Marquess of Crewe said ho desired to express the sympathy 

which he was suro their Lordships all felt with the horoign . ocio- 
tary in tho circumstances in which ho had come to .the House. I ho 
noble Marquess bad been seriously ill, and they all watched with 
symnathy the difficulty and emotion with which he made the state
ment he had thought it was his duty to come down and present 
to their Lordships at tho earliest possible moment. On the actual 
circumstances of this most unhappy event he did not wish to 
say much. Ho had been a colleague both of the noble Marquess 
and of Mr. Montagu, and he had no desire to engage in any personal 
criticisms of the action of either. Tho noble Marquess had stated 
bis caso with the utmost fairness, and ho felt bound to say that so 
far as tho original cause of his indignation was concerned he would 
rec.ivo tho universal sympathy of the Home. (Heai, hear) Mr. 
Montagu had rendered, at any rate in the opinion of many of them, 
great services to India in the past, and he could not mention his 
action on that occasion without paying that tribute to him. But 
it was, he believed, the universal opinion of their Lordships, and 
as it appeared to everybody outside, that in having sanctioned tho 
publication of this particular telegram— the manifesto as the noble 
Marquess described it—of the Government of India, expressing the 
views they were known to hold but which they were not entitled 
to give formally to the world, Mr. Montagu committed a broach of 
the ordinary proprieties of Cabinet Government to which, like tho 
noble Marquess, ho (Lord Crewe) could recall no precedent.



■ Go<%x

\v\ €2?Ht> -(fid not desire to onter into the circumstanses of the c c t m b i ,
'x' .pondene.o that ensued. Ho would only say this, that the letter d r  

TSo^rroole marquess, as read by him, did not appear to deserve the 
particular epithets appliod to it by Mr. Montagu. (Cheers.) If he 
had to criticise the letter, he would havo said it was rather more 
formal in tone than was perhaps customary between men who were 
in the habit of sitting round tho same table several days a week 
and perpetually working together. That was the opposite kind of 
criticism to that which the recipient had levelled at it. He had 
n i desire to say anything more on the personal question, but he 
could not help observing that action of this kind on tho part of a 
Minister, surprising as it might be, was less surprising than it would 
have been from a member of a Government in which the old tradi
tion of collective responsibility had been moro uniformly respected.
I hoy could not help recalling other cases in which his Majesty s 
Ministers seemed to have arrogated to thomselves the right to make 
speeehos, either on the platform or somotimos even in Parliament, 
conveying views distinct from and oven opposod to those which 
wero understood to be entertained by the Government as a wholo. 
(Hear, hear.) If this particular Minister had gone too far, as they 
all thought ho had, in the assertion of this independence, he (Lord 
Crowe) was afraid ho had been oncournged to do it by tho manner 
in which No. 10, Downing-street had conducted tho system of 
Cabinet Govornmont. What really mattered, after all, was what 
was going to be the effect upon India, and what was going to bo 
the effect upon Europe. That was not tho moment to discuss what 
the possible effect on oil her might bo, The most that anybody 
could do was to review tho wholo of this episode as soberly as 
possible, and trust that when it came to tho discussions regarding 
Greece and Turkey it would not bo allowed to enter into tho ques
tion at all. He hoped that tho episode would be completely blotted 
out of the mind of the Conference which was to tako place in Paris, 
there was this much to be said, that the particular opinions of tha 
Indian Government went far beyond tho merits of the case, and, 
that being so, he trusted that this most unfortunate publication 
would not in the ovont interfere with the smooth progress of tho 
Conference. (Cheers.)

[ ( ( LORD CREl^E'-S. SPEECH  ( ( S T
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At S-15, Mr. T. P. O’Connor (Liverpool, Scotland, Nat.) moved 
the adjournment of the House in older to call attention to what 
he described as the serious lack of co ordination of His Majosty’s 
Ministers which had brought about the resignation of Mr. Montagu 
a3 Secretary of Stato for India. Ho said the position in India was 
sufficiently serious to imposo great restraint on every man with 
any senso of responsibility. Ho was not going to make a personal 
attack on Mr. Montagu, nor did be propose to make any sugges
tion of disagreeing with the general policy of his right 
hon. friend in India. As a matter of fact, he was in entire 
sympathy with that policy, as woro most of his friends. Tho 
object of tho motion was to bring out the want of co-ordination 
between the late Indian Secretary and different members of tho 
Government. As he understood it, the roason for Mr. Montagu’s 
disappearance from the Indian Secretaryship was that he was 
regarded by the Prime Minister and his former colleagues as having 
made a doadly assault on the principle of collective respons
ibility of tho Cabinet. Ho demanded from the Government a 
clear statement that they would not carry obedienco to what woro 
supposed to be Muslim opinions to tho oxtent of abandoning the 
principle of tho protection of the peoplo of tho East from massacro. 
(Cheers.) Mr. Griffiths (Pontypool, Lab.) seconded the motion.

Mr. Montagu’s Speech in Defence
Mr Montagu (Cambridgeshire, C.L.), who roso in tho shadow 

of tho back bench beneath the gallery on tho Ministerial sldo, came 
down to the bench in front in response to calls from mombers. He 
said :—

I do not propose to take part in the debate on the interesting 
t°Pi° vvhicli Mr. O’Connor has raised, but I will doal with some of 
the very grave personal charges that have been made against mo. My 
right hon. friend the Leader of the House says that I have complained 
of the statement made to the H oubo announcing my resignation, and 
that I had no right to do so because ho told me of its terms before
hand. It is true that ho consulted me as to the terms and that I 
took nc exception to them. Did he expect that I should say, “  I 
have served with you four-and a-half years. I have bcon on ’ .lose 
and inti ate relations with you and your colleagues. You might 
be kind enough, genorous enough, to put in one word of regret at 
the severance of this colleagueffiip ” ■ Would it have been c f any

' Got̂ \
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1US DEFENCE 1N THE COMMONS
• \ W ? ) f l  A Y '  b a d  IHlt,  ifc in  a t  ffiy  s u g g e s t i o n  ? I  t o o k  n o t o V ^ i  , 

■ v, Y  p r o p o s e d  i0. say> a " d  I l o f t  h is  r o o m  w i t h  th e ' i r o j r c  A 
I L sayf s° m e t b>ng, b u t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  I  d i d  n o t  e x p e c t  t h a t

h o  s h o u l d  te l l  m o  o f  t h e  p e r s o n a 1 s i d o  o f  h is  r e m a r k s .  I  l e f t  h is

r °,° ]n 8 t ™ 8 'Tao- 0  „o o u !'s o > a  P a in f u l  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  w i t h  m e m o -  
n S ° V o  !,V pr H b  0 t ? °  c c t , o n a  o f  h is  p e r s o n a l  k i n d n e s s ,  s y m p a t h y ,  
i shall  f in d  ; n  r ! n  at1t l t u d e  I shall  a l w a y s  r e m e m b e r ,  h u t  
/r i i \<lu,a' y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f o r g o t  t h e  s c o n o  in  t h i s  H o u s e
o u r  p a r t in g  > w h o n  t h a t  w a s  a ll  he c o u l d  t e l l  t h e  H o u s e  a b o u t

n v e n ^ A p r  n . Y r  fl' i ° n d  g a v o  t o  t h e  H o u s e  a  t i m o - t a b l o  o f  th e  
h im  a nrnsnt Y  Y i  - " ' Y  l b o  P u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  d e s p a t c h .  I m a k e  
f n d i a  Offl e h "\  Y  h ' S t i m 6  t a b , ° '  H o w i l l  f in d  o n  i n q u i r y  a t  th e  

, . a g a \ e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  v e r b a l l y  t h e  v e r y  m o m e n t  I
o n m f i n  i , ? j ' ! n i i ° 1 lb® G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  t h a t  i t  m u s t  b e  a t  
o c c u r r e d f°  f °  t b o  C a b i n e t .  I t a k o  i t  f r o m  h im  t h a t  d e l a y s  
o c c u n e d  b e t w e e n  m y  v e r b a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  a n d  t h e  a c t u a l  d u p l i c a t i o n

II q8 r / " d  V S s u b m ' s« i o n  t o  th e  C a b i n e t ,  so  t h a t ’  i t  w a s  
f W  , ,  " a t l n d a y  t h a t  h o  r e c e i v e d  t h e  t e l e g r a m .  I  d o  n o t  t h i n k  
C a l A Y n>y ar g « m e n t  a t  C a m b r i d g e .  I t  is  t r u e  t h a t  b e f o r e  the  

n n e h l  tp  n "  A Y ’13;’ e v P ry  S ln g ,e  0 0 0  o f  ™ y c o l l e a g u e s  h a d  h a d ,  o r  
hot ' o h a v ® h a d ’ |h a t  t e l e g r a m  in his  p o s s e s s io n  f o r  a t  l o a s t  4 8  
n o u r s — S a t u r d a y  t d l  M o n d a y .

Lord Curzon’s Impudent letter

* C° n? 0 5 °  t b e  m ? sc 80r,0US c h a r g e ,  t h a t  I c o m m i t t e d  a  g r a v e  
p r d p i i o t y  h j  r e f e r r i n g  t o  p r i v a t e  l e t t e r s  a n d  p r i v a t e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s .

‘ ‘ °  ,le. r ' g h t  h o n .  g e n t l e m a n  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h a t  is r e a l ly  
a oonsH tt?H  6 a ‘ ! ISt t b °  G o v 'e l ' » m e n t ?  T h o y  say  t h a t  I h a d  c o m m i t t e d  
o o l lo a e i ie  Y Y  iY ' ™ 80  w h i c h  u n f i t t e d  m o  t o  c o n t i n u e  as t h e ir  
cn m m lr n i ;  • 7 lad  a i l o w 0 d  thia  t e l e g r a m  t o  b e  p u b l i s h e d  w i t h o u t  
o  . .  or! ' ' ’ ^ b  t h e m .  H o w  d o  t h e  L e a d e r  o f  th o  H o u s e  a n d  t b o  
dp 'i l  Y k  . l ° r F o r e i g n  A f fa i r s  d e a l  w i t h  t h o  m a t t e r  1 T h e y
■ a , w ‘ 1 ^  e n t i r e l y  a n d  a b s o l u t e l y  b y  p r i v a t e  c o n v e r s a t i o n .  T h a t  
8 vvbat l c o m p l a i n  o f .  T h i s  t e l e g r a m  w a s  r o c o i v e d  b y  t h e  C a b i n e t  

o n  S a t u r d a y ,

o f  < J b  w a s  ^ o w n  b y  t h e  L e a d e r  o f  th e  H o u s o  a n d  b y  t h o  S e c r e t a r y  
e s t a t e  f o r  F o r e i g n  A f fa i r s  t h a t  f h a d  a u t h o r i s e d  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  
e v e  h  a y ’ b u e s d a y ,  a n d  W e d n e s d a y .  I w a s  s e e in g  m y  c o l l e a g u e s  
a c r / v , ,  ' N o t  o n o  o f  t b e m  c v e r  Paid  t o  «>e t h a t  I h a d  c o m m i t t e d  
w as  co>l8t i tu t io i ia l  o u t r a g e .  T h e  o n l y  a c t i o n  t h a t  w a s  t o k e n  
m y  ri» iit i ’ r i v a t e . l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  t o  m e  b y  L o r d  C u r z o n  L e t  m e  a s k  
sa id  ■ “  r 0 , l ‘ friend, t h is  : S u p p o s i n g  I h a d  g o n e  t o  t h o  p u b l i c  a n d  

c o m m i t t e d  th is  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  o u t r a g e ,  a n d  t h o  G o v e r n -



1* y rjifdj no member of the Government said anything.” V X jjA r
h^ve said : What a misrepresentation of tho fact. DkLlrit-^

Lord Cur::on write and tel] you? ”  I had no choice. Do look at it 
form my position. I have committed a grave constitutional outrage, 
not discovered, apparently, by His Majesty’s Government until 
Thursday, when the Prime Minister returned to active business. 
During the whole of that timo the only action taken by tho 
Government is this letter. I have never been given an opportunity 
by those who believe so convincedly in tho doctrino of joint Cabinet 
action of confronting my colleagues— (Labor cheers) of arguing my 
case with my colleagues. (Labor cheers.) I saw the Prime Minister 
on Thursday, and it was made plain to mo that I could no longer 
remain a member of His Majesty’s Government. Do have some 
thought of my position. You tell me I have committed a constitu
tional outrage and the only action you take until you see tho effect 
in the newspapers and what the Press tell you is a private letter, and 
then you tell mo I must not allude further to that private letter : 

Resignation, a Pretext
I say I was justified and could not avoid proving— May I say 

this? I believo and I cannot cure my mind of the belief that this 
reason for my resignation was a pretext. (Labor cheors.) I was there 
to prove that your action between that Monday and that Thursday 
was evidence that it was a pretext. Unloss I took Lord Curzon’s 
private letter and referred to it 1 could not make out ffiy case, and 
1 say with great emphasis to the Leader of the House that tho fault 
lies in the methods of the Government which dealt with what they 
say to-day is so grave a matter by no other method than by private 
letter and by private conversation, (Cheers.) I have said, and I 
say again, that in my view, rightly or wrongly, the publication oi this 
telegram was not a matter that 1 need bring before the Cabinet. 
Kigbtly or wrongly, it is obvious from Lord Curzon’s letter that he 
took a different view. I shall never be ablo to understand this, 
ami 1 beg tho House to seo if they cannot get to-day some answer, 
lake the ordinary meeting of any Board of Directors or any trado 
union or any private business in tho world on any well conducted 
affair. The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the man 
primarily concerned in all this matter, knows 1 have committed a 
grave constitutional outrage, and ho goes back to the Cabinet, which 
is at (be moment sitting, and instead of saying one word about 
the gravo constitutional outrago that I have committed, sits silent 
there in tbo Cabinet and contents himself with writing me a private 
letter that same evening. What is (be exylanation of that? 
Could I raise it in tho Cabinet? I do not think it was a Cabinet
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nIS  DEFENCE IN THE COMMONS
(* Irngfey. j i f f  (Curzon) does. 1 here is another Cabinet on WednMs^ J 
^j^By^Sut^time Lord Curzon and the Leader of the House had aKijnA—̂  
^t^gort^ntty of acquainting their colleagues of the outrage that I have 

committed. No reference is made to it at that Cabinet. What is 
the reason why what is alleged to-day to ha so grave a constitu
tional outrago is nevor mentioned by those people who aro most 
affected by that outrago 1 (Labor cheers.)

Bofore passing from that I would add that I agree with the 
Leader of the House that Lord Curzon could not have known on 
Moi lay and I did not know— that action taken at that Cabinet 
would be in time to stop publication of the telegram. But l do say 
that, supposing that a Cabinet discussion had taken place and the 
Cabinet had decided that it was a grave constitutional outrage to 
publish this telegram, if a telegram had been sent to India 
immediately after that Cabinet saying : “ Clear the line ; His 
Majesty s Government.take strong objection to the publication of 
this telegram. If it is not too late, stop it,”  I believe— and 1 said o 
on Saturday— it is an irony to reflect that there was a chanco that 
the telegram would havo come in time, and there was more than a 
chance that publication would have been stopped.

1 he Charge of Misrepresentation
There is a more serious charge made against me than that I 

referred to this private correspondence. It is said that I mis
represented it. I hope that oven my stornost critics will acquit mo, 
however low an opinion they take of my character, of having inten
tionally committed the folly of misrepresenting such a document.
I am profoundly sorry that for one moment there should havo been 
any misunderstanding on that matter. It nevor occurred to me 
t u t there could have been, until I saw the newspapers on Monday.
■o- me tell the House exactly how this very curious mistake arose, 
u is said that I stated that Lord Curzon in his letter had asked mo 

not to bring this matter before the Cabinet. I made no such 
s element, and nobody who heard me would imagine I did so. Let 
mo ask the House to consider an expanded version of what 1 raid, 
t ho point I was making to my audience was that, on monday 
whon Lord Curzon knew of this grave constitutional outrago, ho did 
not think—something happened between Monday and Thurs lay 
which made him think— that I had done something which would 
uot permit my continuation in office, because at the end of his 
etto-r wag, “ Don’t do it again,” which showed clearly that ho 
thought 1 was going to remain and would have the opportunity of 
< mng it agaii. _ That struck me as the lamest possible ending to a 
etter coming from a man who thought that 1 had been guilty of an 
unpardonable constitutional outrage. Lord Curzon ended his 

H (a)
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' • \ l^ p r m ^ b  a request to do— what1? Not to hand my resignawsB^|a 
\*Xt§?ILP|i)ne Minister, not to recognise that it was impossible tbal-fc-i 

V^shoaja continue in office with him, not to come with him to the 
Prime Minister and discuss tho matter, but merely and only a 
request not to do it again. Therefore the House will see, if you 
look at it from the point of view of the expanded version, that 1 
said that Lord Curzon ended bis letter— I was not quoting ; I did 
not quote becauso I did not want the letter to be published— with a 
request— what ? Not to bring it to the Cabinet, but not to do it 
again, or not to do it without consulting him. It was a clumsy, 
looso rhetorical expression, but if you will look at the verbatim 
reports of The Times and the Daily Telegraph, I submit that the 
interposition of the svord “ what”  after “ request” with a note of 
interrogation after it, showed that what I was saying was that Lord 
Curzon ended with a request—What ? Not to bring it to tho 
Cabinet, but to do something else. (Hear, hear.) Think of the 
grammar. Supposing that 1 had said that Lord Curzon made two 
requests— (1) not to bring the matter to tho Cabinet; and (2) not 
to do it again. The proper conjunction would be “ and” but the 
word which 1 used was “  but.”

I say that what happened between Monday and Thursday was 
a pretext. 1 do not want to make any use in this debate of Lord 
Curzon’s letter. I did not want it published ; I think it was a very 
foolish letter. But what the House must remember, and what Lord 
Curzon forgot, i3 that for the purpose of this matter and for no 
other purpose tho Government of India cannot be correctly described 
as a subordinate branch of Ilis Majesty’s Administration. India 
is a member of tho Leaguo of Nations ; the Treaty of Sevres was 
signed on behalf of India independently as well as on behalf of 
Great Britain and the Dominions, and I think it is the greatost folly 
to suggest that India, which has been given Dominion status for this 
purpose and was a party to the original Treaty, should not bo 
allowed to express its opinion as to the modification of the Treaty.
If it is allowed to express its opinion, what is the use of bushing it 
ui ? It is no use making that opinion after the Conference. The 
only time is before the Conference, and 1 think, as Lord Reading 
minks, that the people in India and the people in Great Britain 
were entitled to know what are the views put forward on bohalf of 
the people of India by the Government of India. It is not true to 
say that they were dictating to this country or to tho Government 
of this country what tho terms of the Treaty should be. What 
they did seek to do was to have tbeir views given the fullest weight 
and authority and the fullest consideration. Of course, they would 
be the first to recognise that their views have to bo harmonised
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otWr and wider views. But India is entitled to a predominawLi 
settlement with Turkey because no other country is so 

'Interested or has so great a part in it. I do not believe that it will 
hamper the British Government ; I believe it will help it, I believe 
that i His Majesty s Government had found it possible to publish 
my telograni in answer, they would have seen that I mysolf recognised 
that it was impossible for the Allies to fulfil all the terms.

Cabinet Responsibility
I am conscious of the right of the Leader of the House to say, 

as u sai as ri ay, that if my views of the Government wero 
a expresse bom to be. why did I not resign long ago. I did 

no, . ? !? *  n e c ootrine °f breaches of Cabinet responsibility of 
lls overn.m0tlt has been guilty as a charge against them, 

a was not my intention. I was proud to be a member of this 
oternment. 1 rejoiced in its achievements, and I am proud to 

have taken some part in them. What I object to is that this 
oiernment, which has llouted above all other Governments tho 
oc rme o Cabinet responsibility, should have used that as an 

T iZ l f  '°r Talkl° g for niy resignation. (Liberal and Labor cheers.) 
n ?10 av0 no cause on tho grounds of Cabinet responsibility 
oi its absence to resign from the Government.
lnRntnlb/rft leas°n for not resigning beforo was this. I funda- 
nolicv in n! 6-\t  ̂ my coll8agues— that is notorious—on their
considerately T i i f f ’ buli my colleagl,es had treated mo very 
a man emilrf o lad been given one of the most difficult positions
of his Milnci ’ 110 Position as head of one of the Depar me tits
tion, I li-.i; J-8 r .0',ernmeat and head of the Indian Peace Delega- 
of tho diffinnuf, , ave. UB0d with moderation and with a recognition 
Middle Foci « *1 to freedom of expression on affairs in the
been intnlnmn ^ ey a^ected India. My position would havo 
ever I \w, t ,e 'vl ,̂ °ut it. and, moreover, rightly or wrongly, when- 
tho rosin r  18 °f resignation on this subject, I thought that 
would h nS 1011 011 ^>s issue of any Secretary of State for India 
conform if' J U,ê nt that ho despaired of getting those peace terms in 
on Mni .  ̂ W j  0ur. fledges, and would havo had a disastrous effect 
friend a™™adans i'1 India. I cordially agree with my right bon. 
this m'oii f jV180 to emphasise his remarks that my resignation at 
tion of i h . C ocs not mean the rejection of the right to consider.)

The h,- ,ms f>u*! forward on behalf of the Moslem people, 
resign until'U< reaii0n wby I have never thought it necessary (u 
to think th I 'T  was that until quite recently I had every right 
niv late o i l ,  na  ̂ the loyalty and the confidence, no oi some of 
work 1 The r^"0.8’ *?ut °f all of them. And, lastly, 1 loved my 

agination of Indian problems ha. ob-ared me all my

■ G°<Jx



( i f  j| |  MR. MONTAGU'S R ESIG N A TIO N  [11.
P r i n c e s  a n d  th e  N a t i v e  S t a t e s  w i t h  t h e i r  i n d i k i g A l  J 
®|1“ a 8 ,;or>*8t ics ,  t h o  p e o p l e  o f  I n d i a  a w a k e n i n g ,  s t r i v i n g ,  

u A t A n f o r  l l l -d o t in e d  id oa ls ,  so  v a r i e d  in  t h e i r  d e v e l o p m e n t s ,  in  t h o i r  
raceg| t h e i r  h i s to r y ,  in  t h e ir  v i e w s ,  t h e  g l o r i o u s  c o n c e p t i o n — as I 
t h o u g h t  i t  w a s ,  a n d  as I st i l l  t h i n k  i t  i s — o f  a B r i t i s h  C o m m o n 
w e a l t h  o f  N a t i o n s  b o u n d  t o g e t h e r  b y  i t s  v o r y  f r e e d o m  a n d  th o  
m u t u a l  r e s p e c t  or a l l  i t s  p a r tn e r s ,  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  n o  d i lF e r o n c o s  o f  
r a c e  a n d  c r e e d ,  o f  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o r  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  o w i n g  a l l e g i a n c e ,  
u n s w o r v i n g  a n d  d e v o t e d ,  to  o n e  K i n g  a n d  o n e  K i n g - E m p e r o r  : t h o  
g r a v e  d a n g e r s  o f  b e i n g  r u s h e d  o n  t h e  o n e  h a n d  t o  c h a o s  a n d  o n  th e  
o t h e r  o f  b o i n g  f r i g h t e n e d  t o ' r e a c t i o n  ; a r e c o r d  u n p a r a l l e l e d  in  t h o  
h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  w o r l d  f o r  u n s e l f i s h n e s s  a n d  p e r s o n a l  sa c r i f i c e  o f  t h e  
B r i t i s h  e f f o r t  in  I n d i a .  I w a n t e d ,  I l o n g e d  f o r  n o t h i n g  b a t t e r  th a n  
so  l o n g  as I c o u l d  to  d e v o t e  m y s e l f  t o  th e so  a l l - a b s o r b i n g  p r o b l e m s ,  
a n d  n o t  t o  l e a v e  u n d o n e  o r  h a l f  d o n e  a t  t h e  m o s t  c r i t i c a l  m o m e n t  
' l i e  w o r k  in w h i c h  I g l o r i e d .  ( C h e e r s . )  I h a v e  p a r t e d  th is  w e e k  
f r o m  c o l l e a g u e s  in  t h e  I n d i a  O ff ice  a n d  in  I n d i a  w i t h  w h o m  I 
w o r k e d  f o r  a t e r m  o f  y e a r s  w i t h  u n i n t e r r u p t e d  a c c o r d ,  a n d  I  h a v e  
la id  d o w n  t h e  p r o u d e s t  t i t l e  t h a t  in  m y  b e l i e f  an  E n g l i s h m a n  c a n  
h o l d — t h e  t i t le  o f  S e c r e t i r y  o f  S t a t e  f o r  I n d i a  w h i c h  m e a n s  th o  
r i g h t  in  p a r t i c u la r  t o  s e r v e  t h e  K i n g ,  t h i s  P a r l i a m e n t ,  a n d  I n d i a ,  
a 1, ! th is  is the  n u h  t p p i c s t  m o m o u t  o f  m y  l i fe .  ( C h e e r s . )

M r .  J H. Thomas ( D e r b y ,  L a b . )  s a id  t h a t  ho  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  i ho e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  M r .  M o n t a g u  a f f o r d e d  s u f f i c i e n t  ju s t i f i c a t i o n  
f o r  q u o t i n g  f r o m  a  p r i v a t e  l e t t e r .  ( H e a r ,  h e a r . )  N o  g r a v e r  i n j u r y  
c o u ld  ho  d o n e  t o  p u b l i c  l i f e  o r  t o  a n y  p u b l i c  m a n  th a n  t h a t  a  privates 
Jotter  w r i t t e n  u n d e r  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  in  w h i c h  p r i v a t e  l e t t e r s  w e r e  
w r i t t e n  s h o u ld  b o  q u o t e d  in  p u b l i c .

M r .  M o n t a g u . — I q u i t e  , u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  p o i n t  o f  v i o w ,  a n d  1 
p r e s u m e  that th o  R i g h t  H o n .  g e n t l e m a n  w o u ld  say  th o  sa m o  i f  I sa id  
t h a t  I d i d  n o t  q u o t e ,  b u t '  t h a t  I r e f e r r e d .  T h e  p o i n t  is  th is ,  i f 
I m a y  say  so  H o w  m u c h  e a s ie r  i t  w o u l d  h a v e  b o o n  f o r  m o  if I 
c o u l d  h a v e  q u o t e d  it . T h e  w h o le  c o n t r o v e r s y ,  so  fa r  as t h o  l e t t e r  is 
c o n c e r n e d ,  has a r is e n  b o c a u s o  I  c o u l d  n o t  ; b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  a  p r i v a t o  
let ter .  T h o  w h o le  o f  m y  c a s e  is  t h a t  t h is  is  n o t  t h o  w a y  in  w h i c h  
t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o u g h t  t o  t r a n s a c t  i t s  b u s in e s s .

Mr. J. H. Thomas sa id  b i s  a n s w o r  was t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  t h o  
o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t h o  R i g h t  H o n .  G e n t l e m a n  t o  l ia v o  c o m o  t o  t b o  
H o u s e  a n d  t h e r e  s t a t e d  t h o  w h o le  p o s i t i o n .  ( C h e e r s . )  A t  t h e  s a m e  
t i m e ,  i t  w a s  o n l y  fa ir  t o  a s k  w h a t  e x c u s e  t h e r e  w a s  fo r  L o r d  C u r z o n  
n o t  b r i n g i n g  t h e  m a t t e r  i m m e d i a t e l y  b e f o r e  t h o  C a b i n e t  w h e n  he 
h a d  b e e n  t o ld  t h a t  th is  t e l e g r a m  h a d  b e e n  m a d e  p u b l i c .  ( H e a r ,  
hoar,)

■ G°%\ '



MR. C ft A MB Ell LA IN’S REPLY C i^ ' i
1=1 i lk  ) ‘ j Mr. Chamberlain’;, Reply \ V  I
X ^ V S ^ f e / C h a m b e r l a i n  sa id  ho  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  c a l le d  u p o n  t o  

X=fxikl£&r» d is e u s s io n  so  i n f in i t e ly  p a in fu l .  O n t h e  p a r t  o f  i t  w h i c h  
d e a l t  w i t h  th e  r e f e r e n c e  b y  h is  R i g h t  H o n .  f r i e n d ,  M r .  M o n t a g u ,  to  
t h e  p r iv a t o  l o t t c r  s e n t  t o  h im  b y  L o r d  C u r z o n  a n d  t h o  e x p l a n a t i o n  
w h ic h  he h a d  g i v e n ,  ho d e s i r e d  t o  sa y  t h e  l o a s t  t h a t  h o  c o u l d  sa y .  
H i s  r i g h t  H o n .  f r i e n d  r e fe r r e d  t o  a  p r i v a t e  l e t t e r  w i t h o u t  t h o  c o n 
s e n t  o f  th o  w r i t e r ,  h a v in g ,  as h e  h a d  t o l d  t h e m ,  n o  d e s i r e  t h a t  t h e  
le tt . - r  s h o u l d  b e  m a d e  p u b l i c .  T h e r e  w e r e  o b v i o u s  r e a s o n s  w h y  
a  l e t t e r  s o  w r i t t e n  f r o m  o n e  c o l l e a g u e  t o  a n o t h o r  s h o u l d  n o t  b o  
m a d e  p u b l i c .  I t  w as  n o t  w r i t t e n  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  a n d  h o  d id  n o t  
k n o w  e x a c t l y  w h a t  th o  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  m i g h t  b o  
( H e a r ,  h o a r . )  B u t  M r .  M o n t a g u  m u s t  re a l i s e  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  n o t  
c h a l l e n g e  th o  h o n o r  o f  a  c o l l e a g u e  b y  r e f e r e n c e  t o  a p r i v a t e  l e t t e r  
n o n i  h im  a n d  b y  so  d o i n g ,  ca l l  f o r  aird e n f o r c e  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  
t h a t  l e t t e r  ( C h e e r s ) .  R e f e r r i n g  t o  M r .  M o n t a g u ’ s c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  
L o r d  C u r z o n ,  ho  a s k e d  : D i d  his  r i g h t  h o n  f r i e n d  h i n t  t o  L o r d
C u r z o n  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a n y  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s t o p p i n g  t h a t  t e l e g r a m  
a u t h o r i s in g  p u b l i c a t i o n ?  N o .  W h y ,  a s k e d  M r .  M o n t a g u ,  d i d  n o t  

^ C u r z o n  a t  o n c e  a n n o u n c e  t o  t h o  C a b i n e t  w h a t  h a d  b e e n  d o n e ?  
W o u l d  i t  h a v e  b e e n  a  s a t i s fa c t io n  t o  M r .  M o n t a g u  o r a  c o n g e n ia l  
(a s k  t o  L o r d  C u r z o n ?  T h e  m i s c h i e f  w a s  d o n o .  R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  
t h e  a c t i o n  r e s te d  in o t h o r  h a n d s ,  a n d  L o r d  C u r z o n  l o f t  i t  t h e r e .

. t  " e P r im e  M i n i s t e r  f irst  k n e w  o f  t h o  p u b l i c a t i o n  w h e n  h o  r e a d  
i t  in  t h e  L o n d o n  m o r n i n g  p a p e r s  o n  T h u r s d a y .  H o  s e n t  f o r  M r .  
M o n t a g u ,  a n d  i m m e d i a t e l y  after that i n t e r v i e w  t h e  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r
-a n ic  t o  see  h im .  l i e  h a d  n e v e r  s e e n  h im  so  p e r t u r b e d  o r  d i s t u r b e d  
a out  an y  p u b l i c  i n c i d e n t .  T b e  P i i m e  M i n i s t e r  r e g a r d e d  t h e  
. . .  ion o M r.  M o n t a g u  as a  g r a v o  n a t i o n a l  m i s f o r t u n e — (h e a r ,  

a 30 as w a n t i n g  in  t h a t  l o y a l t y  f r o m  o n o  m e m b e r  o f  
• 0 a ) 1 '\e k a n o t h o r  w h i c h  w a s  e s s e n t ia l  t o  t h e  s m o o t h  w o .  k -
J'f •' ■ ( , ’ n e  ̂ H o v e r n m o n t ,  ( H e a r ,  h e a r , )  N o  t r a d i t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  
1 ,e ju s t i f i e d  a M i n i s t e r  in  p u b l i s h in g  a  t e l e g r a m  o f  s u c h  i m p o r t a n c e  

w i t h o u t  f irst  c o m m u n i c a t i n g  i t  t o  a n y  o t h o r  M i n i s t e r  w h o  w a s  
i m m e d i a t e l y  c o n c e r n e d  in  th e  m a t t e r ,  a n d  a ls o  s u b m i t t i n g  i t  t o  t h o  
- n i n e  M in i s t e r ,  i f  n o t  t o  t h e  C a b i n e t  i t s e l f .  ( H e a r ,  h e a r . )  A n o t h e r  
apse  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  M r .  M o n t a g u  w a s  t h a t  w h i l o  h e  c i r c u l a t e d  t h o  

H n e v e r  c i r c u l a t e d  h is  r e p l y  t o  i t ,  n o r  t h e  t e l e g r a m  f r o m
r 10 J° v o r n r u e n t  o f  I n d i a  p r e s s in g  f o r  i m m e d i a t e  p u b l i c a t i o n .  T h e  
thoPf ,ni lh i l i t y  *o r  w h o le  u n f o r t u n a t e  b u s i n e s s  r e s t e d  n o t  u p o n  
th e  a . e )> b u t  u p o n  M r .  M o n t a g u  w h o  d i d  n o t  l e t  t h e m  k n o w  o f  
M b  b t * 100 '■le h a d  t a k e n .  ( H e a r ,  h e a r . )  I t  w a s  f o r  th e  P r i m e  
t h e V e 01 n o  ot'h e r  P ° rso n  t o  a c t ,  a n d  t h o  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  d id  a c t  

■l y  f o m e n t  h o  b e c a m e  a w a re  o f  w h a t  h a d  b e e n  d o n e  I t  w a s
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\-A |p>*‘ !ll|,0l's®!. ° '1,l,,° n *hat il19 Primo Minister was right in accpplilg ;
gn^ ° n ,whl°,' Mr' Montagu tendered. ([Jear, hear,; His 

VAng^t-hon. friend could not absolve himself from his responsibility
rlntv6 “m i f ,  7  try\nf, ! °  ,oharge lj0rri Curzon with failing in his 
IV ^ I ar’ hear-/ ^  batl been said that Mr. Montagu was sacri- 
hced to the Die-hards clamour-(hear, hear)-and to the subservience 
of the f  rime Minister and his colleagues to the Press. (Hear, hear.) 
ihat was not so. His right hon. friend resigned on the question 
of constitutional propriety and Cabinet responsibility. (Cheers.) If 
he had thought that by introducing other words into the statement 
he made in the House he could do anything to mitigate tho pain 
of Mr. Montagu’s position, or give consolation to him, ho hoped the 
right hon. gentleman would believe that would have been done. 
One knew how profoundly he was interested in India, and how 
earnestly he had striven, and.how deeply painful it was to him to 
sever his connection with that work while it was still unfinished. 
His right hon. friend was not tho only Minister who had to resign, 
ire was not the only Secretary of State who had found it was not 
compatible with his duty to remain in office. He (Mr. Chamberlain) 
sympathised with him, and he deeply deplored the right hon, gentle
man s misconception of his duty to the Cabinet and the effect of 
his action in public affairs which renderod his severance with the 
India Office inevitable, (Hear, hear.)

Mr. Asquith (Paisley, L.) said that he regarded the proccduro 
adopted by the late Secretary of State for India as incompatible 
with tho elementary rules of Cabinet Government. At the same 
time ie expressed his sincere regret that a career which had been 
associated with so much fruitful work in the interests of India and 
the J-.mpire had for tho moment been checked. (Hear, hear) Those 
vv 10 sat on the front Government bench had suddenly discovered 
and solemnly proclaimed to the world that there was such a thing 
ns Cabinet responsibility. (Hear, hear.) That was most remarkable. 
(Laughter.) This affair was not an isolated incident, but a climax.
1 lie whole thing demonstrated tho moral and political impossibility 

of attempting to govorn by a Coalition which had no common 
cementing principle or policy. The moral he drew was this : that 
they should get back once for all to the old straight way when 
people were divided by real differences founded upon conviction 
and principle.

M r. T. R . O'Connor then withdrew his motion for the adjournment.

( ( (  MR' M0NT4GU'S RESIGNATION til. c l @ p .
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Subsequently Mr. Montagu in presiding over a political and party 
meeting at Thatford in support of Sir Richard Winfrey, M. P. for Southwest,

or o e ivere a long speech lasting over an hour, in the course of which 
he said :—

d° not propose to pursue any personal matter, because on that 
1 na.e on more than one occasion said my say. I do not propose, 
tor instance, to weary you with my views about Lord Curzon 
daughter), except to this, that his letter to me show anew, what 

ave a ways felt, that he will insist upon looking at Indian prob
lems and the Indian Erapfro with the light behind him. Ho sees 
over that great land his portontous shadow, and he romombers as 

® 1 water mark, in bis opinion, in its history the great days
n he was \ iceroy—days from which lie wished that it had never 

changed !
1  ̂Lis attitude on his part accounts for the fact that L havo not,

an, a rani, appreciated as much as ho would wish what ho would 
i1 8UPPose, unstinted advice and assistance,” and what I 
mu 1 describe, it 1 were so niiuded, by a more accurate and rather 

different term. (Laughter.)
.  f  ’ J orT ) °  Prints Minister, 1 again propose carefully to avoid
cn iiilh SOn*a lssuo- Last week, when 1 was addressing my own 
Spr en̂ 3’ * sought to make an appeal to that section of the Con- 
not to r,6 ar^  ,cnown the Die-hard section. To my regret, if 
n„ , ly sorpriso, the appeal that I made does not appear to havo 
mv In. T  SUOeef 8 u'" They had the exquisite satisfaction of receiving 
the p,.;1 ° 'T  c.'larSer, but thoy hardly paused in their pursuit of 

T iUle Ml‘)!ster 8U®cientIy long to devour the corpse ! 
rnmoli ,rnea 'vas followed in rapid succession, first, by that 
mons *a !)?■ °f tho Conservative Party in tho House of Com-
vot ' t" ' . !Jid uofc result, at any rate, in coming to an enthusiastic
two0 ° conCdence *» the Prime Minister. Secondly, wo road that 
__ kro‘l and distinguished Conservative statesmen—men whoso

purposing3 refCTS a inciting of 200 Unionist members of the House for the 
support to confidence in their leaders and re-iterating pledges of
and nltlii.uid'0 ■ The discussion was a long and exciting one,

> it was foun 1 tt Waa ( xlu ct(<i that it would end in a triumph for Mr. Lloyd George, 
mously but1 ,la6tlle Tory members did not want the Prime Minister unani- 
of confidence J °U dieir own terms which Were not easy. In the end no vote 
a melee. C vvas passed, no resolution moved, and the conference ended in
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\'\  t^gioitie/ achievements would have rondo everybody liopo fo y f  il- j
- ĉes«—-have neither of them soon thoir way to accept one ortho

^4i4^3tSst oillcos in tho country.
We have scon them refusing the offico on tho grounds, it is 

alleged, with what truth I do not knon, that they doubt the perma
nency of tho Ministry. We should remembor and admire the 
tremendous and almost unparalleled achievement of tho Primo 
Minister for tho benefit of this country and this Empire, and tho 
world must sympathise with him in his well merited holiday at 
Criccietb, where he is bound to recognise that all the expedients 
which ho is using to help him in maintaining tho Government 
(which, 1 believe, is almost indispensable fo tho well being of this 
country) are leading to what looks like a dangerous degreo of humi
liation and difficulty.

Mr. Montagu further said that there was hardly a matter of 
supreme importance to this country which roally divided parties. 
And if they asked any ordinary citizen what were the supremo needs 
of tho peoplo of this country at the moment, he would reply ti 
peace, secondly, Letter trade, and thirdly, lower taxation. (Cheers) 
the groat word peace really covered tho other two.

Lancashire’s Losses in Eastern Markets.
Probably the most difficult position of the world to-day, so far 

as peace was concerned, was the position between Greece and 
Turkey, which not only disturbed the whole of the East, hut had 
a vital effect upon tho export trade of our country. There was no 
doubt that Lancashire was suffering to-day largely, if not mainly, 
bci auso of tho effect upon its oxports of cotton goods to the East as 
a consequence of the foreign policy which wo had been pursuing.

llo said it last week-—-and ho would say it again—he could not 
underst uid, and it had never been explained why it was that wo 
alone of the Allies had been pursuing in the main what was called 
wrongly a pro-Greek policy. He said “ wrongly,” because he could 
not understand that it was of any use to tho Greeks. It was 
certainly of no use to tho British Empire.

Wo are at the last stage of the endeavour to got poace in tho 
East, said Mr. Montagu, Lord Gurznn was going to Paris next 
week, and it was because 1 authorised tho publication of the views 
of the Government of India on this matter that I am addressing you 
no longer as Secretary for India, but merely as tho owner and inha
bitant of Beoelcs Hall, Norfolk. I have long ago dismissed as quito 
ridiculous ti e doetrino of Cabinet Responsibility a? preached by my 
colleagues, 1 have given sorno instances, hut I have been debarred 
from giving other striking inet. 1 -os which have involved this country
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! * l .ojtpondiluro, bocnuao tUo instances which I g a A .W l?
\ '^UwWSprali/ ^nlie without a decision of the Cabinet, wbereaVJ-*!—̂ 

I should like to givo tro not known to tho public as
coming within thab category ynt.

Returning to the subject of tha Viceroy's telogrnm, Mr. Montagu 
quoted from a speech of Sir William Vincent, tho Homo Member 
of tha Government of India, on February 21st. 1921, in which ho (Sir 
W il’.'am) quoted from a spooch by Lord Chelmsford, the then 
Viceroy, who said, Shortly after the Armistice L wroto to the Secre
tory cf State that feeling in India was most disturbed over the 
question of tho Turkish peace terms, particularly with regard to tho 

toly 1 laces and tho future of Constantinople. In the same month 
my Government again cabled to the Secrotary of Slate urging upon 
um tho importance of another settlement ot tho Turkish peace terms, 

considering tho effect upon tho Muhammadan opinion in India.”
At that date it will be soon that tho Government of India," 

said Mr. Montagu, “ were doing what Lord Curzon would call d ic 
tating to the Homo Government.”  Mr. Montagu referred to a speech, 
of which ho read considerable extracts, by tho Prime Minister in 
the House of Commons on tho 22nd February, 1920, in which he 
recalled tho solemn National pledge given to the Muhammadans of 

m , during the War in January, 19LS. That pledge was :
Nor are wo fighting to dostroy AustroH ungary or to deprive 

urkoy of its capital or of tho rich and renowned lands of Asia 
-linor and  ̂1'brace which are predominantly Turkish in race.”

But” , said Mr. Montagu, “ in view oi the so-called pro-Greek 
policy of the Primo-Ministor— his own peculiar and special pd icy  
adopted ever Bince the Greoks were invited to Smyrna, he tMr.
. 0l|tagu) did not remember on what Cabinet decision wo were in 
' anger unloss it was remedied at the coming Conference of breaking 
irreparably our word to tho Indian subjects who played so pi o- 
miuent a part in the defeat of Turkey.”

bov heaven’s sake,”  said Mr. Montagu, “ lot tho British pooplo 
now the facts and don’ t let them go hoodwinked and blindfolded 

u ‘der the leadership of the Prime-Minister.”  Mr. Montag > added 
t 1 it the publication of tho view of the Indian Govt, could do no bum  
out could only do good, and said: “ I am afraid l am unrepentant.”

H you want peace in India,”  said Mr. Mont gu, “ and good 
ratio in India, you must have peace in the Near Last. If you arc 

:?  uave peace in the Near Fast, there is one absolute e nfi .l,
.. af you must keep your promises, and my hopes are high that in 
he coming weeks peace will be assured there, and that it will have 

1'-Percussions throughout the world.”

BIS HU A T  FORD SPEECH f 2

12



' Gô x
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in the House of Commons on March 27th, in the course of 
the debate on the Consolidated Fund (No. 2 ) Bill, during which 
was discussed the whole of the British policy at home and 
abroad, Col, Wedgwood spoke as follows on the subject of 
India :—

As one who, fortunately, has throughout taken the right line 
and has now been proved right— I have always said in this House 
that it was essential that Constantinople should be restored to 
Turkey and thac Smyrna should be part of the Turkish Dominions, 
ever since the Debate began two and a half-year ago —I should 
naturally like to point out to the Government that, although they 
have filially, as I believe, in these Paris terms, come down on the 
right side of the fence, yet their hesitation which has been due 
very largely to their being incorrectly informed during tbo last 
two end a half years, has done more than anything else in foreign 
affairs to shake the credit of the British Empire, not only in the 
Middle East but in the whole of the Far East as well. It is very 
lamentable that only now, Under a particular form of pressure which 
I for one am very sorry to see, has the Foreign Office finally adopted 
the just solution of the Middle East question. It must not be 
thought that I and my friends have been advocating tho resolution 
of Constantinople to Turkey, or the restoration to Turkey ol that 
part o 1 hrace and that part of Asia Minor which is occupied by 
i in ttoman lurks—it must not be supposed that wo havo been 
p  g °r Tut as the hon, and gallant member for Melton (Sir 

. CafeJ has always asked for it, because it would soothe down the 
: oskms of India. Our object throughout in urging the settlement 
which 1 hope has now been arrived at has been that it is an 
eminently just settlement, and that our prestige and reputation 
depends, as an hon. Member has said already, not upon our Army, 
not upon our Air Force, but upon our traditional souse of justice 
even to the under-dog. If we had only done this two years ago, 
how much better would our reputation have been, how much better 
would our traditions be for tho future.

i want to day to say a word or two about tho pressure that 
has been brought to bear from India to secure this solution at which

“ i.!;? i W t f ; * 1 h» -
t t a  solution, lieesu.. |, j ,  ",* 2 ,
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\-^S;>arw:ddrttff ?atwa ^  «*« th.
Turkey in deference To th "1* taken up tbe P°8,tion ol 

M usics of India. It is an examule of 6( P,r° ssure brought f°  ^ a r  by 
to have been given. As a m T  *eebleness which ought not 
ought to be said here'in this'IT att°r °  faot~ and 1 think 'hat this 
question in India knnT H ouse-people who have studied the 
soothe down Moslem nn‘ • P6-r ^  y W(d* that you wib not be able to 
of the KWlafa? U1 Illdia by giving way to the demands
question. The Khil. f °n . as regards the settlement of the Turkish 
was not because of thaTl381/ * 1'00 USEd the Turkisb question, but it 
in India will rnnti , Mm?lem unrest in India. The Moslem unrest 
will merllv "  J T  wil1 f?,nd s(>™ other excuse, and they 
them so ohvinT, the, Bpitish. ^  ”  who has given way to 
pressure inst-Aarl on * 16 Turkish question— who has given way to 
have eonvevpl T  a°C8pting the JU3t solution. Wo should not 
certain that n, r ,rapressio” to the Moslems of India. 1 am 
molified bv founders of the Moslem agitation will not bo
towards Enelan l'L em©nt of tbe Iurkish question. Their attitude 
feronce. It is r6mfau,s .M°w what it was before tho Paris Con- 
down that hostn;i° °i Hisistent hostility and you cannot soothe 
or the theories of in i a0cept' n8 the telegram from the Viceroy 
yoais overv Anoin l,1Ieaueracy in India. For the last three
Government to atce'nT,haflI\ f ° T 0iaT in Indj a has beon beggi"g this—on the Tm-l-i-i 1 J. Moslem demands— the Khilafat demands 
would be able tnT'l <luestl° n' "they have hoped that thereby they 
G-at they T il  T T T tl T  T  “ " ! « « ■  Lot me assure the House 
of India aro coiT  u  T T '  be abJe. to placato them. The Moslems 
the settlement of ° °  somt'tbing far more tromendous than
otherwise thev h * counhry which shares their fate, hut in which 
Swariij,’ Thev ar 3V6r D?  cbre°t interest. Tffi y are out for their 

with very frank ° Kr - i -  am af| aid, in the case of the Moslems, 
‘'Octroi over India °| l Uy to tbis C0U1>try, to get rid of the English 
b-v giving wav V 1 do not think you have improved the situation 
8tut, d in tho V '- ° > 9, prfi8Suro> accepting as gospel what has been 
and others r f (tioeioy 8 despatch and advocated by Sir W. Vincent 

ot the permanent officials in India.
,j. ̂  f he Chance of Authority

'•■'Ore d a n T r T T 10 n.v,ltter i3 that India is becoming day by day a 
1 scn |),a Nn>,1 1l l6bl9ffi for this Empire, and while 1 am very glad 

r,°< pretenrl t w  in' ' tpp08,'t* 1,1 charge of Indian questions, I do 
'ho 1 r‘ °hange which has been made in the conduct of
^ o w n  ' T  r  baSumada things any the easier in India or has 

} n.ore hopefulness into my attitude towards the Indian
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 ̂ am a r̂a1'^ those of us who love India, and just iko/Am i 
liulift. the development of real democracy in India, must say 
th;V. I he. late Secretary of Stale was of all the Membors of this 
I!.- .sc far and away Iho best fitted to hold that post, and that the 
substitution for him of the Noblo Lord in the other place, who 
knows nothing of India and whose past has been reactionary in this 
House I oo not know what it has boen in tho othor Houso—is not 
likely to bode good for India or for the tradition and reputation of 
this country. Y  a have put our hands to the plough in India. Tho 
Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms are not a step which can be withdrawn. 
We have got to go on on those lines. You are pledged by tbo 
August Declaration of 1917, honourably pledged to sot India on the 
road to Freedom and to work for Dominion Home Rule in India, 
not at once, but by stages. That has been our declaration. Our 
honour is bound up in it. I see the “ Times”  pointing out that the 
Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms show signs of breaking down in 
practice, that the attitude of tho Indian Legislature towards the 
Budgot, towards the question of raising additional money tor 'he 
Anoy in India, is an intransigeant attitude taken up through 
hostility to tho British Rule, and must make it more difficult to 
pursue tho Montagu Chelmsford reforms and may lead us to recon-

1110 whole question of those reforms. That alone is lamentable.
Jt will be used on platform after platform, as an illustration of 
what, they are always throwing in our teeth, namely, British bad 
faith. They will say— “ Here you see again. There was a promise 
oi the British Government and now a suggestion has already been 
r !c in unofficial quarters that the stop should be reviewed, and
the policy should be rovised.”  That is not all. It is a matter of 
c- ermous pity that tho very day that t’ Secretary of State, who 
hi\cd India, resigned, there was notified in India the arrest of 
Mahatma Gandhi. Anybody who lias closely studied the Indian 
question recently will know that tho Government in India, Lord 
Leading's Government, was playing a very difficult game with 
i-Ylreme skill. For month after month they wore urged by irrespon- 
■'■ibles in this country to deal with tho non-co-operation movement 
by force, to imprison tho agitators, and to close down tho agitation. 
Of course, you cannot closedown an agitation by imprisonment. Lord 
Reading and his administration were dealing with the agitation on 
propor lines.

Character of Indian Agitation
The House should understand that the agitation in India is 

' 1,1 ’•gib "on solely Against Western rule, but that it is an agita
tion against Western civilisation, and not merely against Western 
ri le, Gandhi s agitation, if carried to its logical conclusion, means
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r. tb ^ o i it io u  of Calcutta, Bombay and Madras. It means tbe tJbSli-J 
X l^ ^ J /e ^ '.h s a t io n  and the return to Tolstoyan institutions of W o * - '  

\|}M41e^ages. As that agitation proceeded, people in India who 
possessed a stake in the country became alarmed. As the agitation 
developed in one case by moans of the Moplab rebellion, where the 
i loti em murdered the Hindu, and in the next, case by the massacre 
o e police in the United Provinces, more and more of the 
moderates saml : it is all right to be anti-English, but this is a bit

uci.  I hey became naturally reconciled to tbo Government as 
_c o excesses of tho Non-co-operation movement wont on, and then,
Jus as things were moving admirably, the disaster came. Tbe 

iceroy was forced—I will not say how he was forcod— to do exactly 
p, V^udhi^was playing for, and imprisoned Gandhi. There is no 
cca of peolo in India who are prepared to go to gaol. You can fill 

every gaol in India five times over, voluntarily. That is what Gandhi 
idi n South Africa, He filled the gaols in South Africa in order to 
reak the Transvaal Government, hut, in South Africa the Indians 

were in a minority, and they did not succeed altogether. At any 
™ ?’ . ®y 0|dy succeeded partially. In India the Indians are in tbe 
najonty, and if you °nce get it into the heads of people in India

ia t e most patriotic thing that they can perform for their country 
18 to go to gaol, you will fill all the gaols.

Failure of Impression
That is what is proceeding in India. Tho agitators have now 

■ on arrested, but tho agitation goes on. There is no end to the 
~ n , j a s t  as there is no end to the agitation. You have 

j f i0, . ? Gandhi and given him six years’ imprisonment. My 
* n ajpat Bai and every one of my friends in India are in goal.

, ,8’ uu‘ortunately, becoming almost tho right thing for an Indian 
oh 6 ln ®ao • That is a horrible thing instead of, as tbeie was a 
r̂ io.nce throe monts ago, working through the Montagu-Cbolrasford 
rp[°r,m8’ aDĉ  Gradually getting the Indian people in favour of those 
jn. 1p S| anT getting thorn out of the Non-co-operation movement, 
is bl, ? °^era^ 0D ai,d friendship with this country. The future there 
the IT l an<? °ne ^oeB BOti know what is to he done. I urge upon 
m nder-Seeretary of State that he should take .every possible 
prk ”me to . deviate tbe lot of tbe political leaders who are in 

f 1 ,. f  18 very well to imagine that an Indian prison is like 
■ngluh prison. I. is not. An Indian prison is more nearly an 

ppro.icn to hell than any prison in this country. Anybody who 
a8 1 . *-he reports of the Andaman and other Indian gaols will

j‘° ‘ C0,l51der that going to prison for conscience sake in India is to 
e compared with going to priso ’or conscience sake in this country,

( if t ’f f t w v M t f o o b  on  I n d i a n  v n b e s t  ( r s t y
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• \ b,°?6 tbat t*10 Michael Collinses of India are m^nSiilg /

\* vjrewyt as te °ns, but are being treated as gentlemen. It may Te

“ fle t there be M b h ^  ^ b ’*"8 ab°Ut,
u i  * f i n i S J i i s r n ' . w

6tween the political offenders and the ordinary 
common or garden felon. At present tboro is no distinc- 
iori in regard to food, and there is no distinction in regard to 

quarters.
Ihe attitude of the administration towards the political offen

der is almost, one might think, one of vengeance. That will not 
do. It will not do for this country and it will not do for our future 
relations with India. We have got to the imprisonment stage 
These people have gone to prison, they have filled the gaols but the 
agitation goes on. The next step has already been advocated 
from the benches below the gangway, and that is to mowin' the 
1>ross\ 'I he Press Act is to be repealed. You are now having an 
agitation to prevent the repeal of the Pnjss Act. The Press is 
becoming daily more important in India. Its p;r»„i„f- , • 
up, and, what is far more important, the Press is 1 a ' i 
agricultural villages and is being used for ngltLio, n ™  ^
the cultivators and among the uneducated peonhi h >, ri f  amon^ 
before. Every stroke of policy which K  ‘  “  X  " T
tors must drive you inevitably to proscribe it ,  p 00 '  U1’ ® il‘
when you have proscribed the Press aid A  t  33 W6‘11, an‘
meetings, there cimes the next stage Z  Z r Z  ^
thing that has been gone through j i  damnable than any-
stage of secret organisation and assassination *n f *ha* M’ ,tho
just as you have got to the other stages lou will get to that

Potential Danger for Empire

through**]! tbese^eUgS Empir,e to if ,we are «oi..g
because w hen you g e t r a n i  WOr°e tha" tbe Imh terror'
two white races W i ‘ War lfc 18 mi!rih worse ti,an war b e t w e e n  
may hold I  t  , " J0U get t0 tllat 'ho end is the same. You
surrender to force w h tt ttw o u ld  ,* *  e,,<i *  ^  ^  COnteri,Ptible l 
is wbat I wai t to avoid ThJ\r m S,Urrender to Juet,C6' That 
State for India is a Tory, but' I tht.Ik he ^  ^.nder S,,cretary of
every subject of foreij, and c S a f  X i "  * T  doT uU t tn h ^  
that he might attempt to oil w • . ' 1 110 put it to him

« w « « « - ,  o i s  j .  “ w  s t i f f :

aone is to give the pledge of a time limit

Go% \ '
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! ! ,  i Ui ) n !•:0 re ° r m  scbarae  is c o m p l e t e  a u t o n o m y  fo r  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  
W ^ r o l  o v e r  f in a n c e  in t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .  T h e y  h a v e

h u t  hv  n rvn H n fi ' ' T|Ca v ! " / ^  l e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y  n o w ,  n o t  b y  l a w ,
I , , . ' 1' 6. rKh ® bes,t t h l n S  t h a t  c a n  b e  d o n o  n o w  is t o  in s is t  o n
-resh  e l e c t i o n s  b o t h  fo r  th e  L e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  f o r  t h e  C o u n c i l .

Failure of Council Boycott
I b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  if f r e s h  e l e c t i o n s  w e r e  h e ld  n o w ,  t h o  n o n -  

K ™  1011 u lo \ ° mo,|L  so  fa r  as  t h e  C o u n c i l s  w e r e  c o n c e r n e d ,  w o u l d  
I j l ’ l)" n ‘ . °.u ,l a v e  n ° w  a l r e a d y  in  t h e  C o u n c i l s ,  a n d  in  t h e
l im n  [nrU.eS’ 1 1B b ®®ln;,1' l,8  ° f  a  r e g u l a r  o p p o s i t i o n .  F o r  th o  first  
C o u n c i l  i*'13 110 ■,9'?l l in in g  t o  re a l i s e  t h a t  a c t i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e
n ot  S , 9. " 0 t  m 6fln  Soil|S i n t 0  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t ,  t h a t  i t  d o e s
■ ■ m “ a "  t a k i n g  p a r t  in t h e  g o v e r n i n g  m a c h i n e ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e r e
! a3 h o n o u r a b le  s e r v i c e  t o . b e  r e n d e r e d  in  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  as
n o p o s i t i o n  o f  a  R i g h t  H o n .  S e c r e t a r y  o r  M i n i s t e r .  If  Iresh  

t e n  io n s  c o u l d  b e  h e ld  n o w ,  i t  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a r e p e t i t i o n  o f  1 9 2 0 .  
navt ; " ? i !  f t h ° s e  p e o p l e  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  C o u n c i l s ,  a n d  t a k i n g
m a c h in e  ° n  ^ ° ' l l l c ^ s 83 811 o p p o s i t i o n ,  a n d  as p a r t  o i  a d e m o c r a t i c  
lmt. . ' 01 n o w  is to  g r a n t  d i r e c t  d e m o c r a c y  t o  I n d ia ,  a n d
e j t i. S .̂V,° o r  e v o r  L e i t i s h  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  in  I n d ia .  I t  is n o t  g o o d  
n o w  8 » y  p l e d g e  fo r  t h e  f u t u r e  o r  h a v in g  n e w  e l e c t i o n s
n m  ' 1 esa .‘ l t h e  s a m e  t i m e  t h e  n o n  c o - o p e r a t o r s  d r o p p e d  t h e i r
in  u r i -A 1>er » 10,1' ^  b a t  I  w o u ld  d o  w o u l d  b e ,  t h o u g h  G a n d h i  is
o f  t h n °  °  . a p p r o a c h  h im ,  n o w  t h a t  t h o  K h i l a f a t  b u s in e s s  i3 o u t  
p r o v i d e ? ! '  1 , a ' ’ 6W to  P u t t i n g  an  e n d  t o  n o n - c o o p e r a t i o n ,  
n e x t  s te n  -n , ' e ' v o u h f  h® s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  a  p l e d g e  as  t o  w h e n  t h e  
c o u p l e d  w h )  • ta b e n . t0 g i v e  c o m p l e t e  D o m i n i o n  H o m e  R u le ,  
a d m ii i i s t r -  . an  i m m e d i a t e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  t a k i n g  s o m e  p a r t  in  t h o  
th o  A s s f i ' V ? ' 1 ■ ■ b a v *°'6 L e s h  e l e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  C o u n c i l s ,  a n d  to  
m a y  b e  R f ^ t h o u g h  i t  is a  r isk ,  t h o u g h  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h in g s  
b y  a e r , °  ^  e n ‘ b ' t t e r e d  t h a t  t h e r e  is n o  c h a n c e  o f  a n y  s e t t l e m e n t  
Ir ish  t C B m en t ’ ' h a t  is t h e  best, c h a n c e  w o  h a ve  g o t  o f  a v o i d i n g  t h a t  

i'11 e l r o r i w h i c h  is t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  as  I see  i t ,  t o  an a m i c a b l e  
s e t t l e m e n t  o f  th is  p r o b le m .

Two Future Essentials
P n J " °  ' h i ' i g s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  i f  w o  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  a  B r i t i s h  
part  °]|.“ e 'l |h in  t h e  f u tu r e ,  o f  w h i c h  a  fr e e  I n d i a  sh all  f o r m a  
IToniu R , ! ! ! '  °i, ali  c o m P lete  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t ,  c o m p l e t e  D o m i n i o n  
n o t  e n o u g h  . o n ( i ; f o r  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  D o m i n i o n  H o r a e  R u l e  r s  
bo  E u r o p e a n  V,r i u - c i t i z , ln s  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  E m p i r e  w h e t h e r  t h e y
B r i t i sh  C o m m o n v y e a l t h n ’ K 6ha11 hfti e e q n ?,l r ig h t8  " > r o u g h o u t  t h e  

a i tn ,  h e c a u s e  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  s t o p  i n s id e  th e

■ Go%x

(l \ f P i w s d g Wood o s  I n d i a  s  r e f o r m s  v G T
w i n g  of the next step in the reform scheme. The V » l  .



[ i f  W^\V DEBATE ON INDIAN POLICY [h, ct^yf-
V E m p i r e ,  ** In d ian s  are  n o t  t r e a t e d  as  e q u a l s  in t h e  E w f S j® -

he  o b v i o u s  te s t  t h a t  e v e r y  .p a t r i o t i c  I n d i a n  w o u ld  
w o r t h  w h i le  b e in g  i n t h e  B r i t i s h  C o m m o n w e a l t h ?  I f  w e  g o

lu r o  Konya and are not traatod as equals, then as soon as w e  get
D o m i n i o n  H om e^  R u l e  w e  w il l  t a k e  th e  n e x t  s t o p  and d e c la r e  an 
I n d ia n  R e p u b l i c .  t h e  o n ly  c h a n c e  o i  k e e p i n g  t h e m  in  is to  s h o w  
t h a t  til ore is n o  c o l o u r  b i r ,  a n d  t h a t  th e r e  are  a d v a n t a g e s  in  b e i n g  a 
B r i t i s h  c i t i z e n  j u s t  as in th e  o ld  R o m a n  E m p i r e  t h e r e  w e r e  a d v a n t a g e s  
in  b e in g  a R o m a n  c i t i z e n .  T h a t  c a n  h a  d o n e  st il l , b u t  is b e in g  
b l o c k e d  a t  p re se n t .  T h e  w h o le  f u t u r e  o f  the  B r it ish  Em m 're  is  b e in g  
e n d a n g e r e d  a t  p r e s e n t  b y  th e  r id i c u lo u s  p re p o s s e s s i o n s  o f  a sm all  
b a n d  o f  s e t t le r s  in  K e n y a .  I k n o w  t h a t  th e  U n d e r  s e c r e t a r y  o f  
S t a t e  f o r  I n d i a  l ik e s  th o s e  se t t le rs .  I k n o w  t h e m  m y s e l f  a n d  I 
l ik e  t h e m ,  b u t  y o u  c a n n o t  h a v e  ail th ese  r isk s ,  y o u  c a n n o t  have  
th e  p r o s p e c t  o f  r u l in g  f o r  t h e  B r i t i sh  E m p i r e  w e i g h o d  in  the  
b a l a n c e ’ a g a in s t  th e  p r e j u d i c e s  o f  a h a n d fu l  o f  s e t t le r s .  I t  is  n o t  
g o o d  e n o u g h .

Kenya Question
K e n y a  is u n d e r  o u r  ru le .  I t  is a  C r o w n  C o l o n y .  T h e  L e g i s l a 

tu re  has a m i n o r i t y  o f  e l e c t e d  m o m b o r s ,  a n d  a m a j o r i t y  o f  n o m i n a t e d  
m e m b e r s ,  so  t h a t  th o  C o lo n ia l  O ff ice ,  w h i c h  m e a n s  t h is  H o u s e ,  ca n  
st i l l  d i c t a t e  th o  p o l i c y  o f  th e  a d m in i s t r a t i o n  o f  K e n y a .  W o  pass 
t h e  la w s  a n d  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  w e  h a v e  g o t  t o  f o r c e  t h r o u g h  th e  
e q u a l i t y  o f  c i t i z e n s h i p  in K e n y a  w h ic h  w a s  r e c o g n i s e d  b y  th o  
C o n f e r e n c e  o f  P r e m i e r s  last  y e a r  as b o i n g  tho  M a g n a '  C b a r t a  o f  o u r  
c o m m o n w e a l t h ,  a n d  is o n l y  b e i n g  r e s i s t e d  a t  p r e s e n t  b y  th e  
C o lo n ia l  O ff ice  a n d  b y  t h e  lo c a l  a d m in i s t r a t i o n  in  K e n y a .  I f  th o

,a 8 ° ,r|g  t o  p la y  th e  g a m e  fo r  th e  I n d i a n s  ho  m u s t  p u t  
\ l  i t !  hn  C °  0 , ' lal Off ioe ae 8 0 0 ,1 a  f ig h t  as t h e  R i g h t  H o n ’ ble 
M e m b e r  f o r  C a m b r i d g e s h i r e  ( M r .  M o n t a g u )  p u t  u p .  I t  ha d  become 
b e t o i o  be  r e s ig n e d  a  d u e l  b e t w e e n  th e  R i g h t  H o n ’ b le  Gentleman 
a n d  tho  C o lo n ia l  S e c r e t a r y ,  a  d u e l  in w h ic h  th o  w h o le  f u t u r e  o f  ib i s  

° ‘ m[Jire w a s  a t  s ta k e .  T h is  is a sm al l  p o in t ,  b u t  it is t y p ic a l  
> t o s t ru g g le  t h a t  has g o t  t o  b e  s e t t lo d  o n e  w a y  o r  a n o t h e r .  T h o  

l a '  e e c r o t a i y  o f  S t a t e  f o r  I n d ia  w a s  n o t  g o i n g  t o  a c c e p t  d e f e a t .  
U i s  a t t i t u d e  in th o  la s t  r e s o r t  w a s  t h a t  t h is  q u e s t i o n  o (  K e n y a  m u s t  
bo  d e c i d e d  b y  t h o  C a b i n e t  a n d  t h a t  ho  c o u l d  n o t  s u b m i t  t o  d e f e a t
f r o m  t h o  C o lo n ia l  O ff ice  w i t h o u t  th o  C a b i n e t  d e c i d i n g  t h o  m a t i n '
U ho  h a d  b e e n  o u t - v o t e d  in th o  Cabin et . ,  u n d o u b t e d l y  ho w o u ld  
h a v e  r e s ig n e d ,  a n d  I h o p e  t h a t  th e  p r e s e n t  S e c r o t a r y  o f  S t a t e  a n d  
t h e  N o b l e  L o r d  w i l l  f igh t  t h e  sa m e  g o o d  fight .  I t  d o e s  n o t  m u c h  
m a t t e r  w h e t h e r  th e y  are c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e ir  past. W h a t  d o  m a t t e r  
far  m o r e  are  t h o  t r a d i t io n s  o f  o u r  E m p i r e  a n d  ih o  fu tu r e  o f  the  
H"UCuble r e la t io n s  b e t w e e n  I n d i a  a n d  E n g la n d .
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E A R L  TFIN TE RTOE'S SPEECH.

\*. I J | |  ) y Earl Winterton I ^
A ^ g ^ y w i m l i n g  u p  tha d e b a t e  S o r l  W i n t e r t o n ,  t h e  U n d e r S e e r e -

r a S d i n t h e ' d e b a t e  ^  f ° l l o w i , , g  r e p l y  t o  t h e  p o in t s

o ,  . ^ ?ay   ̂ ,° 'U  * ? * '  J30. ^  m y  n ° b l o  f r i e n d  ‘ he  S e c r e t a r y  or
a in a n o  it 1 p ace  an d  1 in th is  H o u s e  r e p r e s e n t  n o t  m e r e l y

a  g r e a t  d e p a r t m e n t  b u t  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  w h i c h  as a  r e s u l t  
o f  t h e  p o w e r s  w i l l in g ly ,  l t h i n k ,  a c c o r d e d  b y  t h e  P a r l i a m e n t  o f  

jis  c o u n  i y  in  p e r f o r m i n g  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  o f  a n y  f u n c t i o n s  
n a v e  a d m i t t e d l y  b e e n  p a ss in g  t h r o u g h  a  p e r i o d  o f  s t ress  a n d  

rai i a^ g i e a t  as t h a t  w h i c h  a n y  G o v e r n m e n t  in  a n y  c o u n t r y  
ias e v e r  fa ce d .  M y  H o n .  a n d  g a l la n t  F r i e n d  t h e  M e m b e r  f o r  

N e w c a s t l e  u n d e r  T y n e  ( C o l o n e l  W e d g w o o d )  w h o m  1 t h a n k  f o r  his  
p a r t i c u la r  r o fo r e n c e s  t o  m y s e l f ,  m a d e  a  r e f e r e n c e  w h i c h  I r a t h e r  
r e g r e t ,  to  m y  n o b le  F r i e n d  th e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  f o r  I n d i a .  I I o  
sa id  t h a t  the  I n d i a  O ff ice  w a s  n o w  in  an i m p o r t a n t  p o s i t i o n  ; a n d  
he th o n  w e n t  o n  to  s p e a k  o f  p o s s ib le  r e a c t i o n a r y  t e n d e n c i e s .  I 
t h i n k  i t  is m o s t  d e s i r a b le  t h a t  a t  t h o  v e r y  o u t s e t  o f  m y  s p e e c h  
1 s h o u ld  c l e a r ly  assure  the  H o u s e ,  w h i c h  I h a v e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p l e a 
su re  n ,  d o i n g — t h o u g h  1 t h i n k  i t  is h a r d l y  n e c e s s a r y — t h a t  th e  
a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  m y  N o b l e  F r i e n d  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  d o e s  n o t  
Hein VV ny„  C^ a n ®6 *n t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h a t ,  as  

po, )o G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  th e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  w i l l  c a r r y  o u t  
in i io s p i r i t  a n d  t h o  l e t t o r  th o  p o l i c y  la id  d o w n  in  t h o  G o v e r n m e n t  
„  la, / .  c '̂ S p e a k i n g  fo r  m y s e l f — n o t  m e r e l y  b e o a u s o  I

sen th e  S e c r o t a r y  o f  S t a t e  in  th is  H o u s e — 1 w o u l d  c a l l  t h o

0 -  7 , ° ( 7  ^ o u s o  k° ^ 9  fa c t  t h a t  I s p o k e  a n d  v o t e d  in  f a v o u r  
a m l * s n f C 0 tf* 1 i) a t  e v e r y  o n e  o f  i t s  s t a g e s  t h r o u g h  t h is  H o u s e ,  

,ir as a p r i v a t e  m e m b e r  c o u l d  b e ,  w a s  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  its 
p o l i c y  b y  v o i c e  a n d  vo te .

"Cannot give a pledge to agitators" 
j v ory  in t e r e s t in g  s p e e c h  w a s  m a d o  b y  t h o  b o n .  a n d  g a l la n t

am ier  as to  th e  p o s i t i o n  Of th e  G o v e r n m e n t  in  I n d ia ,  a s p e e c h  
w i t h  w h ic h  in m a n y  p a r ts  1 a m  n o t  in  g r o a t  d i s a g r e e m e n t  H o  
spo  o o f  th o  a r r e s t  o f  M r.  G a n d h i  a n d  o t h e r  p r o m i n e n t  people in 
inrJia w h o m  th e  I n d ia n  G o v e r n m e n t  b a v o  t h o u g h t  it r i g h t  t o  a r r e s t ,  
a n d  ho m a d e  a l e n g t h y  a n d  t h e o r e t i c a l  s t a t e m e n t  o n  t h e  d u t y  
I H ■ ° J ' l l l !an o r  ar|y  o t h e r  G o v e r n m e n t  w h e n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a g i t a t io n .

u n k  th is  m a t t e r  m a y  b e  b e s t  s u m m e d  u p  b y  s a y in g  t h a t  t h e  

time0 ' nD) 6-J>k ^r,c' ' a l ik e  e v e r y  o t h e r  G o v e r n m e n t  a t  t h e  p r e s o n t
I ?. anfr ,!l ' h e  p ast ,  w e r e  o b l i g e d ,  in th e  e x e r c i s e  o f  t h e i r  o r d i n a r y  

,  8 0  “ " t h o r i t y  a n d  o b l i g a t i o n  b o t h  t o  I n d i a  a n d  t o  t h is  c o u n t r y ,
a n y  o u t  t h e  a r r e s t  o f  c e r t a in  p e o p le ,  H v c r y  G o v e r n m e n t  h a s

12- 1/2



DEBATE on INDIAN POLICY [ u .  o / a 3 s » .
*  l ^ a r j r l j a t i e s  w h i c h  i t  is b o u n d  to  p e r f o r m ,  a n d  w h i l e  i t  is \S JL -
\ A  V1 oarryin® °ut these duties there is somotimes iniolvfd-^

° ‘ o  w o u ld  w is h  in  b a P P 'e r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  
^ b a d - d o  o p e r a t e d  w i t h  the G o v e r n m e n t ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  o t h e r w i s e  i t

i s  t h e  d u t y  o f  a n y  G o v e r n m e n t  w h i c h  fe e ls  i t  o u g h t  t o  ta k e  c e r t a in  
s t e p s  to  t a k e  t h e m  M y  b o n .  a n d  g a l la n t  f r i e n d  sa id  h e  h o p  d 
t h a t  I w o u l d  b e  a b le  t o  say s o m e t h i n g  as t o  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  th e  G o v e r n 
m e n t  in  t h is  a n d  o t h e r  m a t t e r s .  I c a n  a ss u r e  h im  t h a t  a n y  S e c r e 
t a r y  o f  S t a t e  s t a n d i n g  a t  t h i s  b o x  w o u ld  say  e x a c t l y  w b a t  I I m  
a b o u t  t o  »a y  a n d  t h a t  is t h a t  e v e r y o n e  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  th o  G o v e r n 
m e n t  o f  I n d i a ,  e i t h e r  in  I n d i a  i t s e l f  o r  a t  t h e  I n d i a  O f f i c e  in  S  
c o u n t r y ,  is  a n x i o u s ,  as I h a v e  a l r e a d y  sa id  t o  i h „  • -1 1\
, h .  ' . t , . '  o /  A c t  or , S 1 9  „ , r t i / d  r U v i ^ 0 E
b o t h  s id e s  a n d  as l i t t l e  as p o s s ib le  o f  w h a t  m y  hon .  a n d  g a l la n t  
F r . c n d  o p p o s i t e  c a l le d  r e p r e s s io n .  H e  t h e n  w e n t  o n  t o  sa y  t h a t  in  
h ,s  o p i m o n  th e  b e s t  w a y  o f  d e a l i n g  w i t h  th e s e  m a t t e r s ,  as I u n d e r -  

o d h i m — a n d  1 l i s t e n e d  v e r y  c a r e f u l l y — w a s  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  b u y
0  f th e  o p p o s i t i o n  to  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  b y  g i v i n g  a n l e d J e  t h a t  
. . c e r t a i n  p e o p l e  w o u l d  a b s ta in  f r o m  o p p o s i t io n ^  w e  w o u l d  £  
d n f e l y  a d v a n c e  a n o t h e r  s t e p  o n  t h e  r o a d  t o  self-government I of
S S S Z S g S , Z . T b “ i'th i b .

v ssz  s s s r  “ ” ld b* —

a g i t a t i o n . "  I r . c o g n ' i a . ^ Z ' t V a ! •' n ”  ‘ W  ° ir t b “
a n x i o u s  as  a n y  M e m b e r  i i / t h  FTm y  ^ o n - a n d  g a l l a n t  F r i e n d  is as 
t h e  in t e r e s t s  o f  I n d ia  a n d  o the T T  ° 800 the best do™ b o t h  fo r  
that th e  p lan  s u g g e s t e d  is £  Wh°!° But 1 < * " n o t  > b i 'd <
m e n t  c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  a d o p t  it and* P<T °  U o n e  o r  tbafc an.y G o v e r n -  

a large  s e c t i o n  o f  o p i n i o n  in  t b i . w u X ™  r6C6,V0 ^  8UPPOrt ° f
Indians in Kenya

t c d l v ' ^ f  H ° " - A ’rd  8,a lIa n t  F r i e n d  m a d e  r e f e r e n c e  t o  w h a t  is  a d m i t

K o n y a  " 7  S S 0 ^ * 110 "  ° ‘  P° ' i5 ° U ° f th °  " » * » «  '- d ia n s‘ l . T  , \  , aU ’ o f  oour£, ' i  r e p r e s e n t  h is  v i e w s  t o  (h o  S e c e t a r v
n L f «  b u  1 Ca,‘ a8sul' °  h im  t h a t  t h is  q u e s t i o n  is e n g a g i n g  

a n l y  “ u s t  e n g a g e — c lose  a t t e n t i o n .  I d o  n o t  t h i n k  e i t L r  
m  f' r e s ts  o f  I n d i a  o r  o f  t h e  K e n y a  C o l o n y  w o u ld  b e  e n  e l  l

r , r , “  z j * .  - r  *>. , 4
01 i bi. con.,try, and oi ih» I , , d i i T i » « o , ! l e , ' i f " '

- w  -»»“ )■ * .... »bi.bl b.;„kr„” “ l”S % “
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' ‘  bd'y . *i *S o u t s l (^6 t b e  b o u n d s  c f  p o s s i b i l i t y — s o o B « i ® r  j

!o! h i-<» CTit ib^ >0 • a®ree<̂  solution. I speak unofficially. * c u t
own ' l fnr  wlc.dtrn q,U)0s lo u  I0ra s e v e r a l  p o i n t s  o f  v i e w ,  a n d  f r o m  m y
s o l u t i o n   ̂ In  nrrl 6 ! °  nU1? fc a t  s 0 m 9 t i m e  o r  o t h e r  a n  a g r e e d  s o lu t i o n ,  l u  o r d e r  to* a r r i v e  i t  i w  , . , . . °
iii tKi-  f u i. , , a t  t h a t ,  c e r t a i n l y  i t  is  v e r y  n e c e s s a r y

d o n e  to  in t e r f e r e  w U h ? h e 8S t l m r t t ° 0 n ^ 0 t e d  Caref1u l l y ’ a n d  ri° t h i " g  iu  c u e  a t t e m p t  t o  a r r i v e  a t  a  s o l u t i o n .
Discontented India

1 i „ h£; fr   ̂ tUrn ''l30 s P ° e c h o f  t w o  H o n .  M e m b e r s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  
i ‘ s l  9 c o n s l , t u e n c ie 8  a b o u t  c o t t o n  d u t i e s ,  I s h o u l d  j u s t  l i k e  t o  

fo r  Srn't'h e r e n ? e t0/ t b e  s Pe 6 c *1 o f  t h e  N o b l e  L o r d  t h e  M e m b e r  
. 1 0 'u n g b a m  ( L o r d  H .  C a v e n d i s h - B e n t i n c k . )  1 w a s  s o r r y

ar s o m e  o  i t ,  a n d  I m a k e  m e n t i o n  o f  t h i s  b e c a u s e  i t  w i l l  g e t  
,UP e 111 ' b p  I n d i a n  p a p e r s  a n d  g o  o u t  as t h e  v i e w s  o f  m e m b e r s  

o  ii., o u s e .  1 he  N o b l e  L o r d ,  s p e a k i n g  w i t h  all t h e  a u t h o r i t y  
v  110 a p p e r t a in s  t o  a  M e m b e r  o f  t h is  H o u s e ,  s a id  t h a t  a l l  t h e  e l e 
m e n t s  m  I n d ia  m a k e  f o r  a  d i s c o n t e n t e d  p e o p l e  a n d  v e r y  f e w  f o r  a 
TTnntUh6 p e ° P |a- 1 o a n  o n ly  say  t h a t  1 a m  v e r y  s o r r y  t h a t  a n  
P .  a i ? ' an ^he a d v a n t a g e s  o f  an  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  g e n e r a l

u-a v |8B t P0bSessed  b y  t h e  N o b l e  L o r d  s h o u l d  h a v e  s o  d e s c r i b e d  
f ' i i l o , i ° / °  ousal|d s  o f  h is  f e l l o w  c o u n t r y m e n ,  a n d  so  s ig n a l ly  
m  0 red  130 . t h a t  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  c i v i l  s e r v a n t  is  n o t  o n l y  a  
e f f i c i e n c y 1 1 0  n a t ' o n a  ̂ Ulls,|lf ish neas ,  b u t  a  m o n u m e n t  o f  n a t i o n a l

n „ j j  , \ ° l d  C a v e n d i s h  B e n t i n c k  : D i d  I e v e r  say  i t  w a s  n o t ?  I
.  '  , 1 , e re  w e r a  m a n y  e l e m e n t s  o f  d i s c o n t e n t  in  I n d i a  a n d  a n y
c a u s e s  fo r  d i s c o n t e n t .

eletne^ t”- ^ i n t e r t o n  : 1 h e  N o b l e  L o r d  s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  all  th e  
o  " i ■ ° w Pc h m a d e  f o r  d i s c o n t e n t  a n d  f e w  f o r  c o n t e n t m e n t .  
H i d 1 as l10 d o e s ,  w i t h  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  a  M e m b e r  o f  t h is  H o u s e ,

. ■ , 6 p o s i t i o n  h e  fills,  I sa y  t h a t  b i s  s t a R - i e n t  is n o t  o n e
1 ' 1 “ h o u l d  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  g o  w i t h o u t  c o n t r a d i c t i o n .

Colton Duties.
Cm  * n ° W fU\ n t *le  s '  e c ^ m a d e h y  t h e  H o n .  M e ro P  f o r  R o y  t o n  

, . r  ^ P f i d a n ) .  ' t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  s p o k e n  in  t h is  D o h a  f o r  L a n c a -  
s tro  l a v e  p u t  t ii is c a se  f o r  t h e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  t h e  c o t t o n  d u t y  w i t h  
g r e a t  m o d e r a t i o n  a n d  fo r c t  a l t h o u g h  1 m u s t  say  I  d o  n o t  a g r e e  w i t h  
' , , V 7 r a r g l ’ n i e n t s - T h e  R o n .  M e m b e r  f o r  R o y t o n  b e g .u i  h is  

s p u  ! ij r e g r o . t in g  t h a t  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  in  t h e  p a s t  a c c u s a t i o n s  o f  
' h « r t V " CSS ’ " t h e  m a t t e r  a g a i n s t  L a n c a s h i r e  M e m b e r s ,  a n d  t h e y  
\ i !  1 Tllh t a '* , b r y  c a r 0 d  f ° r  w a s  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  L a n c a s h i r e .

‘  , J' 0 e’’,v i*  * b a t  s u c h  a n  a c c u s a t i o n  has n e v e r  b e e n  m a d e  by
L| ’ 0 ur Ui 1 k n o w ,  J d o  n o t  t h i n k  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  b y

' Go%\.
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l . \ * ^ § W <5y S e c r e t a r y  f o r  I n d ia ,  o r  b y  m y  N o b l e  F r i e n d  in  a l w i h l r  

k n o w  t h a t  th e  late  S e c r e t a r y  f o r  I n d i a  h a d  n o t  m a o V a n y  ‘  
\ ^ j n ; t r > c c u s a u o n s ,  b e c a u s e  1 re a d  r e c e n t l y  th e  r e p l y  w h i c h  b e  m a d e  1° 

t h e  d e p u t a t i o n  o f  w h ic h  m y  l i o n ,  a n d  g a l la n t  F r i e n d  w a s  a  M e m b e r  
a b o u t  a  y e a r  ago. I  hen  m y  H o n .  f r i e n d  w e n t  o n  to  u se  an  argU ' 
m o o t  w h i c h  I m i g h t  d e s c r ib e  as a  s u b - a r g u m e n t ,  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  n o t  
h is  m a in  c o n t e n t i o n ,  a n d  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  I n d i a  w a s  a b le  t o  o b t a i n  
m o n e y  in t h is  c o u n t r y  m o r e  c h e a p l y  th a n  m a n y  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  , 
c o u n t i e s  o r  b o r o u g h s .  T h a t  is q u i t e  t r u e ,  b u t  h o  s h o u l d  h a v e  
e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h a t  m o n e y  is s u b s c r i b e d  b y  p u b l i c  l oan  in  th is  
c o u n t r y ,  a n d  if t h e  p e o p l e  h e r e  s u b s c r i b e d  so  r e a d i l y  to  t l io so  lo a n s  
I t h i n k  t h a t  is a  t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  f in a n c ia l  s o u n d n e s s  o f  I n d ia .  I t  is 
n o t  a  v e r y  s o u n d  a r g u m e n t  t o  sa y  t h a t  b e c a u s e  I n d i a  is a b le  to  ra ise  
m o n e y  m o r e  c h e a p l y  h e r o  t h a n  s o m e  E n g l i s h  b o r o u g h s  o r  c o u n t i e s ,  
i h a t  t h a t  i n v o l v e s  an o b l i g a t i o n  o n  I n d i a  t o  m a k o  c e r t a i n  a l t e r a t i o n s  
ini h e r  tar i f fs .  1 t h i n k  the  H o n .  a n d  g a l la n t  M e m b e r  is  s t r e t c h i n g  
his  e x a m p l e  o n  f in a n c ia l  s o u n d n e s s  a l o n g  w a y  in  o r d e r  to  a p p l y  
i '\i \ T m 6 n t - * a m  s o r r y  t h a t  t ' 10 H o n .  M e m b e r  f o r  R ossen daIe>

M r.  \\ a d d i n g t o n )  is  n o t  p r e s e n t ,  b e c a u s e ,  I o b s e r v e  t h a t  h o  has 
b e e n  a d d r e s s i n g  i c r n e  a r g u m e n t s  t o  h is  c o n s t i t u e n t s ,  o n  t h o  s u b j e c t  
o f  th e s e  d u t i e s ,  a n d  h e  s a id  v e r y  l i t t l e  a b o u t  t h e  d u t i e s  t h e m s e lv e s .  
I n s te a d  o f  t h a t ,  I o b s e r v e d  s u g g e s t i o n s  ns t o  h o w  th e  p o o r ,  i l l i t e r a t e ,  
i g n o r a n t  n a t i v e s  o l  I n d i a  m i g h t  b e  le d  i n t o  b e t t e r  p a t h s .

M r.  S u g d e n  ; I p l e a d e d  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  b e  e d u c a t e d  t o  g iv e  
" J  I m p e r i a l  p r e f e r e n c e  w h i c h  I b e l i e v e  t h e y  w i l l  in  r e g a r d

hnni M 1 ^ ! " . terto"  : Surely my description was accurate that they
o p p o s i t e  w*«d 1,ltQ H ter  p a t h s ' 1 n o t ,V e  t h a t  t h e  Hon. M e m b e r  
re ln t in n  V l a t ,r .est esB w h e n  t h is  r e f e r e n c e  w a s  m a d e  in
■ ii i t  °  ]d °,!in ' w b , c b  ho  h a s  a l ?-n y s  so  v a l ia n t ly  c h a m p i o n e d  in  

b u t  uw o " T1Td r e m i n d  t h e  H o u s e  o f  t h e  a r g u m e n t  t h a t  
A(irirPfc«ii . ^ o n * M e m b e r  f o r  R o s s e n d a l e  th e  o t h e r  d a y .
,, b‘ 1,3 constituents, he said that tho Government had power 
Un y possessed under the rules arising out of Section 33 which refers 
t0 >*a,l®*errc(l subjects, and not to central subjects at all.

I.ancashire and Indian Fiscal Comn.i sion.
l et n:o now enure back to the speech of tho Hon. Member for 

Roj t o n  opposite. IIjs accusation is that the G o v e r n m e n t  of India 
oi.ght to hav 3 ratood this money by other means t han by suggest ii r  
h" '!* tb0 duties. 1 can answer that p0i,!fc very
''' "V J ■ j n ' he I"'’1 l,la0fl ho said that their taxation is protective
proposed0’ 8 P OtecUve tho fact ,hal taxationi-.epoted is piotective but I wish to point out Hat it has not bocu
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u l  ??}'■ a l ;d  tl ial]e is. a f isca l  C o m m i s s i o n  s i t t i n g  a t  t b e  m W e j i t
V T v t S S s ^ ^ i r i n g  i n t o  t h is  s u b j e c t .  F I  J

' ? V e<̂ e r  ' ' s *J P 0 ?- a f® ct  t h a t  w e  h a v e  n o  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o n
r a 'P ?  i n q u i r y ,  ar .d is  i t  n o t  a ls o  a  fact, t h a t  t h e  t w o  p r a c t i c a l
rpnrncpi tr °t- m e n ’ j"  1° c o u  .*? ^ a v 0  ^ e e n  s g n t  o v e r ,  w i l l  n o t  g e t  a n y  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  a n d  t h e r e  w i l l  o n l y  b e  I n d i a n  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  ?

H i p ™  111 C* 011 ‘ ^  l a ** ’ s m o s t  e m p h a t i c a l l y  n o t  t h e  c a s e ,  b u t
I , ,  1:0 111010 r e a s o n  w h y  t b e  p a r t i c u l a r  in t e r e s t  o f  t h i s  c o u n t r y
1 ", j  , a v ® r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  in  r e g a r d  t o  th is  m a t t e r  t h a n  t h e r e  

• 10 01 t n c i a  t o  h a v e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o n  a  R o y a l  C o m m i s s i o n
‘ PI n e d  o  d e a l  w i t h  fa c t o r i e s  in  L a n c a s h i r e .  O f  c o u r s e ,  L a n c a 
sh ire  i n t e r e s t  h a v e  e v e r y  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o n  t h a t  C o m m i s s i o n .  T h i s  

a v e i j  i m p o r t a n t  m a t t e r ,  a n d  i f  m y  H o n .  a n d  g a l la n t  F r i e n d  c a n  
p u n  o u t  t o  m e  t h a t  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a n y  d i f f i c u l t y  p u t  in  t h e  w a y
0 ie  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  M a n c h e s t e r  c o t t o n  i n d u s t r y  s t a t i n g  

o r  case  if he  c a n  s h o w  m e  t h a t  a n y t h i n g  has b e e n  d o n e  t o
p r e v e n t  t h e ir  g i v i n g  e v i d e n c e  b e f o r e  t h a t  C o m m i s s i o n — 1 w i l l  r e 
p r e s e n t  t h e  m a t t e r  t o  m y  N o b l e  F r i e n d  w h o ,  I a m  su re ,  w i l l  a t  o n c e  

e e g r a p h  t o  I n d ia ,  a n d  h a v e  i t  p u t  r i g h t .  I m u s t  say  m y  i n f o r m -  
a ion  is  a l t o g e t h e r  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h a t  o f  m y  h o n .  F r i e n d .  E v e r y  

r r i t y ’ V m t o l d ’ 'Tas o f f e r e d  t o  t h e  t w o  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  
M r irQCV1<j e n c e  anc  ̂ l u n d e r s t a n d  t h e y  h a v e  d e c i d e d  n o t  t o  d o  so. 

maria* ,* '  ^   ̂ a " d  m y  c o - s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  L a n c a s h i r e  C o m m i t t e e
fo r  t 0  t*ien Sccretary o f  S t a t e  f o r  I n d i a  a s k in g
1 , : '  . o r  p d e p u t a t i o n  o f  e m p l o y e r s  a n d  e m p l o y e d  t o  g o  o u t  to
t.lioce 6V1d ° n c P h e f o r o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n .  W e  w e r e  n o t  g r a n t o d
t o  h 1 l o s , l 6 , t h e r  d i d  w e  g e t  a n y  d e f i n i t e  s u g g e s t i o n  as
l i m v m r '  o u r  c a s e - W e  b a d  a  d i r e c t  i n d i c a t i o n ,
d e p u t a t i o n  3  " °  f a c i l i t i e s  w o u l d  b o  o f f e r e d  in r e s p e c t  o f  t h a t

g i v e n ^ * '  - i '  i i d o r t o n  : M y  i n f o r m a t i o n  is t h a t  an  o p p o r t u n i t y  w a s  
i n d u s t r v ' 1 t *r WaS at:ated  in  b l a c k  a n d  w h i t e — t o  t h e  g r e a t  c o t t o n  
v . ,r  r , 0 L a n c a s h i r e  t o  g i v e  e v id e r i c o  b e f o r e  t h a t  C o m m i s s i o n ,
- - ' o i  s o m e  r e a so n  w i t h  w h i c h  l a m  n o t  a c q u a i n t e d  i t  h a s  n o t  b e e n  
,1 0 o  a< '  aML igo  of .  F o r  m y  p a r t ,  I w ill  d i s c u s s  t h e  m a t t e r  w i t h  

s e c r e t a r y  o f  SJtate. 1 a m  s u re  h e  w i l l  d o  all in  h i s  p o w o r  t o  
see  t h a t  fa c i l i t i e s  a re  g i v e n .  B u t  t h is  is a  C o m m i s s i o n  s e t  u p  b y  

ie  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a .  It, m u s t  b e  r e a l i s e d  t h a t  i t  is an I n d i a n  
o m m ih s io n ,  a n d  n o t  a  C o m m i s s i o n  s e t  u p  b y  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  
n s_ c o u n t r y ,  an d  i t  has t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  m a t t e r  s p e c ia l ly  f r o m  t h e  

I n d ia n  p o i n t  o f  v i e w .

No Other Source to Tap
I /  , ! 10w c o l 'i t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  .u e s t i o n  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  w e  c o u l d  

a\e r a u e d  o u r  r e v e n u e  b y  o t h e r  m e a n s  th a n  th o s e  a d o p t e d  b y  th o

' Gc%X



111 p1 *'*’1 b e e n  u n e x p l o r e d  d u r i r g  t h e  la s t  f e w  y e a r s .  T h e m i B r  
m a in  s o u r c e s  are  first, t h e  la n d  r e v e n u e s  a n d  o p i u m ,  a n d  as 

t o  t h e  la t t e r ,  o b v i o u s l y  w e  c o u ld  n o t  a d d  to  t h e  d u t i e s .  A s  to  sa l t  
t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d ia  d i d  p r o p o s e  to  i n c r e a s e  t h e  sa lt  r e v e n u e ,  
b u t  i t  w a s  r e j e c t e d  b y  th e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  T h e  sa lt  T a x  in  E a s t e r n  
c o u n t r i e s  p r o b a b ly ^  h i t s  h a r d e s t  t h e  p o o r e s t  p e o p l e  in  t h o s e  c o u n 
tr ies ,  a n d  t h e  t a x a t i o n  o f  sa lt  is a f o r m  o f  t a x a t i o n  w e  o u g h t  t o  b e  
c a r e fu l  n o t  t o  in c r e a s e  t o o  g r e a t l y .  T h e n  t h e r e  is t h e  I n c o m e - T a x  
a n d  th e  S u p e r - T a x .  I t  w a s  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  th ese  t a x i s  are  n o t  so  
h ig h  in I n d i a  as i n t h is  c o u n t r y ,  b u t  can  a n y  o n e  s u g g e s t ,  h a v in g  in  
m i n d  the  v a r i e d  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  t h e  t w o  c o u n t r i e s  t h a t  t h e  I n c o m e -  
t a x  a n d  S u p e r - t a x  in  I n d i a  s h o u l d  b e  o n  t h e  sa m o  l e v e l  as  in  th is  
c o u n t r y  ? I  h e n  th e  P o s t  a n d  T e l e g r a p h  T a x e s  h a v e  b e e n  c o n s i d e r -  
filtly i n c r e a s e d ,  a n d  ar e  as h ig h  a l r e a d y  as w o  t h i n k  t h e y  s h o u l d  bo*
I bo  s a m e  m a y  b e  sa id  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  th e  r a i l w a y s ,  w h i l e  as  t o  th e  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  b y  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  G o v e r n m e n t s  t o  t h e  C e n t r a l  G o v e r n 
m e n t ,  ' b e y  are  f i x e d  b y  S t a t u t e .
„  ’Th e r e  r e m a i n s  t h a t  g r e a t  s o u r c e  o f  t a x a t i o n ,  C u s t o m s  a n d  
e x c i s e .  e p o i n t  is  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a  g e n e r a l  in c r e a s e  p r o p o s e d  to  
o p e r a t e  o n  all g o o d s  s e n t  f r o m  th is  c o u n t r y  a n d  i t  m u s t  b e  b o r n e  in 
m i n d  t h a t  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e s  o f  o t h e r  g o o d s  m i g h t  ju s t  as  s t r o n g l y  
?  t , th e s e  d u t i e s  as t h e  c o t t o n  m a n u f a c t u r e s .  W e  h a v e  to  
o o  a t  t h e  g r e a t  c o t t o n  i n d u s t r y  f r o m  t h e  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  that- i t  is 

otto ° .  o u r  m a i n  p r o p s  o f  t a x a t i o n  arid l i v e l i h o o d .  But. m a n u f a c -  
j . i e a in  o t h e r  in d u s t r i e s  h a v e  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e i r  o w n  p o s i t i o n ,  a n d  
l e u  iti c r e s t s  ,.re as i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e m  as are  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  

C01 -. " 8 fry t o  the  c o t t o n  m a n u f a c t u r e r s .  I t  is u n f a i r  t *alk 
■1S 1 ,s atl In crease  o n l y  o n  c o t t o n  g o o d s .  I t  is a  g e n e r a l  
in c r e a se .  N o w  I m u s t  ask  t h e  H o u s e  t o  g i v e  m e  e v e r y  fa c i l i t y  f o r  
< c a u n g  w i t h  a a e l ie  .e c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p o i n t ,  a n d  n o t  t o  r e q u e s t  m e  
. ?  m o r e  than  I am  g o i n g  t o  sa y  as t o  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  
th e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  a n d  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  a n d  t h e  
G o v e r n m e n t  in  t h is  c o u n t r y  in  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  t a x a t i o n .  I c a n n o t  d o  
o e t te r  than  q u o t e  th e  R e p o r t  o f  th e  J o i n t  C o m m i t t e e  w h i c h  Bat on 
th e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  B i l l  u n d e r  th e  c h a i r m a n s h i p  ot  L o r d  
I s l in g t o n .  M y  H o n .  a n d  g a l la n t  F r i e n d  d o e s  n o t ,  I t h i n k ,  ag r e e  
w i t h  th e  R e p o r t  o f  t h a t  C o m m i t t e e ,  b u t  o t h e r  p e o p le  d o  a n d  th e  
R e p o r t  r b o w s  th e  g r e a t  a t t e n t i o n  w h i c h  w a s  g i v e n  b y  t h e  m e m b e r s  
o f  t h e . .C o m m i t t e e  t > th e  p r o b le m .  T h e  C o m m i t t e e  s a y s :

N o t h i n g  is  m o r e  l ik e ly  t o  e n d a n g e r  t h e  g o o d  r e la t io n e  b e t w e e n  
I n d i a  a n d  G reat  B r i t a in  t h a n  a  b e l i e f  t h a t  I n d i a ’s f iscal p o l i c y  is 
d i c t a t e d  fr< m  W h i t e h a l l  in  i h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  t r a d e  o f  G r e a t  
B r i ta in ,  1 hot s u c h  a b e l i e f  e x i s t s  a t  th e  -rrcnn’ n t  t h e r e  ca n  he  n o
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n °  r00ra * »  it. in  t h e  f u l M j  
j < : ; : t h e ' J o o r  to  n e g o t i a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  InfL’1*6 1 “ p ®ria l  C o n f e r e n c e  o p e n m H  

hu m  n e g o t ia t i o n  w i t h o u t  p o w e r  t" ?  “ •"? t h e  r6St ° f t h e  E f f i p i r e - 
e f f e c t i v e .  A  s a t i s fa c t o r y  s o l u t i o n  ! ° § l s ia t o  «  i ' k e l y  t o  r e m a i n  in- 
g u a r a n t e e d  b y  th e  g r a n t  o f  tin t n. , fche <5U6s t i o n  c a n  o n l y  be
d e v i s e  its o w n  t a ? i r a r r a '  t  r O u h0 G o ''°>’ " m e n t  o f  I n d i a  t o
» e e d s  as an in t e g r a l  p o r t i o n T l *  u b ' ° h 8 e e m  b e s t  f i t t e d  t o  I n d i a ’ 3 
g u a r a n t e e d  b y  s t a t u t e  w L  .t h ?. B n .t i s h  E m p i r e .  I t  c a n n o t  b o  
' '0» i s  in th e  C r o w n  ■ a n d  >> jn ? 111 ' m i t i , l g  t h e  P ° w e r  o f  v e t o  w h i c h  

a n y  o f  t h e  S t a tu te s  in  t " ?  th e s e  l i m i t a t i o n s  f in d  s a  p la c e

T h ro  ^  " *  ‘ h6" ' 0"
special^attmuion of°thtTHo'f’bl^MembeM t0 ^  tbe
S ^ t e  s h o u ld  ° PaT 7 ! r 0 f  thS C °,nVn i t t e 0 ’ t h e r e f o r e - t l ,e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  
w h e n  th e  G o v e r n m e n t  aa p o s .s , b l e > a v ° i d  in t e r f e r e n c e  o n  th is  s u b j e c t  
a nd t h e y  t h i n k  t i n t  . ,n(i>l s n | i  l f 8 l e g is l i i to r s  a r e  in  a g r e e m e n t ,  
^ o u l d  be  l im i t e d  t o  * f .  , ' 1.t e r v o , ' t i o :1- w l>en i t  d o e s  t a k e  p la c e ,  
t h e  E m p ir e  o r  a n y  Uardlr,g tha  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o b l i g a t i o n s  o f

«• *•*«»•• w.«Pt « " rr r r ;* " thi" ,h* **•*•»
, O b v i o u s l y  thcsfl 1 H y*
P r e f e r e n c e .  T h e y  h a v e " ?  a r r a , , g e m e n t s  m e a n  g e n e r a l  I m p e r ia l  
W hi° h  is h e ld  in th is  c o u n t r y  a p a r t i c u la r  fiscal v ie w

conclusions w h ic h  m a y  w e l l  b e  s tud ieH  tb e8 6  c o “ o lu s io n 8  a r e
H o u s e ,  a n d  I am  su re  t h e  o  b y  e v e r y  M e m b e r  o f  th is
la c k  o f  d e s i r e ,  d o  n o t  r f M w  v  •f ? r g iv e  m e  i f  J> n o t  f r o m  a » y
m a t t o r  o f  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p ' u r c h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  e s p e c ia l l y  as  the  
th e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  a n d  t l m P n  t h °  Gov<?r u m e n t  o f  I l ,d i a  a " d  
m a tte r s  o f  f in an c ia l  c o n t r o l  . G o v e r " m o n t  in t h is  c o u n t r y  in  t b e s o  
o c ca s io n .  I ehonlH 1; l- c o m e  u p  a g a in  o n  s o m e  f u t u r e
o f  th e  I n d ia n  C o t t o n  r w ;  °  W' tb, r e g a r d  t o  th e  w h o le  q u e s t i o n  
w h o  h a v e  d e a l t  t  t G a t i 68, th a t ,  w h i l e  t h e  t w o  H o n ’ blo  G e n t l e m e n

m o d e r a t e  fa sh io n ,  a n d ^ n T i t W  t, ° ' n , g h t  h a v o  d o n e  60 in a  m o s t  
G o v e r n m e n t  f t V  t n o ' t h e r  I n o r  a n y  o n e  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  
th e  qtte’e U o n  ° h  ndla . b a ? “ “ y ' h i n g  to  c o m p l a i n  o f  o n  t h a t  m a t t e r  

c o u T t r v  a n d  b c 6 n  80 d o a U  w i t h  "*  t h is  H o u s e  o r  i
w h o  d o e s  ’ a ^ r  ll  ?  T  "■.h ° . k n o w s  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  I n d i a  
d i f f icu lt  nn , - fc 8 t  u b t tb lS  18 0110 o f  t h e  m o s t  d a n g e r o u s  a n d
‘ M e l u T t r v  W h i l I  l Can ar,S6 u ^ i t  r e l a t i ° n 8h ip  o f  I n d i a  w i t h  
t h in k  ft?  S  i h , i  aS8uro t h o  b l o u s e  o n  m y  o w n  b e h a l f  a n d  I

hi. k  he  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  w o u ld  h k e  m e  t o  g i v e  t h is  a s s u r a n c e  
h a t  w o  w*U d o  e v e r y t h i n g  ,n  o u r  p o w e r  t o  e n d e a v o u r  to  

M » n  It h  / v l 6Wc  ° s  L a n c a s h i r e ,  I  m u s t  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  tho  H o n ’ b lo  
M e m b e r  ( M r . S u g d o n )  w as  h im s e l f  t r e a d i n g  o n  d a n g e r o u s  g r o u n d - .

i f f  S ^ i 2-] EAliL WWTKRVOS'S SPEECH  ( S f i



Y *  DEBATE ON INDIAN POLICY [ u .  o i - « p f  

• I f C iu J a n d - t h o s e  w i t h  w h o m  h e  is a s s o c i a t e d  s a y  s o m e  o f  t h e  th iy igy- t  j 
■ I d o  •■o l  t h i n k  t h e y  w i l l  sa y  t h e m ,  a l t h o u g h  . I d i d  n o t  l i k e  h is  

re io '-<m ce t o  t h e  p o o r ,  i g n o r a n t  a n d  i l l i t e r a t e  p e o p l e  o f  I n d i a — if t h e y  
sa y  s o m e  o f  t h e  t h in g s  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  s a id  b y  t h o i r  p r e d e c e s s o r s ,  
t h e y  w i l l  d o  m o r e  t h a n  a n y t h i n g  e lse  t o  p u t  b a c k  I b o  c o t t o n  t r a d e  
a n d  i n j u r e  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  p o l i c y  e m b o d i e d  in  t h e  A c t  o f  1 9 1 9 .  I 
t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h is  H o u s e  w o u l d  r e g a r d  i t  as a 
g r e a t  m i s f o r t u n e  t h a t  a n y  s u c h  i n j u r y  s h o u l d  b e  d o n o .  I w o u l d  
f u r t h e r  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t h i s  s u b j e c t  has b e e n  o n o  o f  b i t t e r  c o n t r o v e r s y  
fo r  5 0  y e a i ’3. T h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e ,  th e  I n d i a  O f f i c e ,  a n d  t h e  
G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d ia  r e a l is e ,  as  I h o p e  t h e  H o u ’ b le  M e m b e r  f o r  his 
p a r t  w i l l  r e a l is o ,  t h e  s t r e s s  a n d  s t r a in  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  p e r i o d  in  I n d i a ,  
a n d  I h o p e  w e  sh all  n o t  b e  p r e s s e d  t o  m a k e ,  a t  u n t i m e l y  m o m e n t s ,  
f u r t h e r  s t a t e m e n t s  o n  th is  m o s t  d i f f i c u l t  a n d  I n t r i c a t e  s u b j e c t .

•

[legarding the views of the two Lancashire Members referred ^
<u W1., see the Lancashire Deputation to the Sec. of State given in 
following p a c e s . ]

• eoi*X
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® ,  L .  >
the Lancashire Deputation

T o The Secretary of State
LONDON— 29'1'H MARCH 1922

Place oMVU. M oatlgu^lhe l '  Pee' ’ 3 *°ry Peer’ in *he Ind'a office’ in
of Policy met to UnCa3h,re M P 'S taki"8  ^vantage of the change

Accofdmgly l  m T uT oI  V!eWt UP° n ' he neW Sec. of State once more, 
others interested in ff *1 1922 3 deputa,lon °* Lancashire M. P.’s and 
Secretary of State t ,u trade waited on Earl Winterton, the Under-
d fferentiation in t °  °  " d'a 0ffice lo make representations concerning the
Earl Winterton , j "  » » «  enforced in India against foreign piece-goods 

eceived the deputation in the absence of Lord Peel.
i- John Radies, in introducing the deputation said

o n e o f  a d e a i r e  to6h eIn  v  1 y0U wil1 f in d  t h a t  o u r  a t t i t u d o  is
h i  y o u r  w ay .  W e  T u  . p a r fcm en t  a n (  ̂ n o t  t o  p u t  d i f f i c u l t ie s  
in  In d ia .  W e  d n  , \ °  t b e  l r a P ° r t a n ce  o f  t h e  n e w  a r r a n g e m e n  ts 

d o n e ,  w e  c a n n o t  e x c e p t  J’ ° U t0  e "  b a c k  0,1 w ! , a t  b*n b e e n  

V m  i ^ . o m o r b .  ™  " s  ■ " "  l l ”  » !
k m d  o f  t h i n g ,  b u t  w o  d o  t h i n k  t h a t  T  •“ *  ■"?  l o ? k i n g  f o r  t L a t  
y o u r  D e p a r t m e n t ,  in  v i e w  o f  all  t h f  *  18 W,thlM th o  p r o v i n c o  o f  
t b e  g r e a t  i m p o r t a n c e  i • c ' rcu »n s ta n c e 8  o f  t h e  c a s e  a n d  
r e p r e s e n te d  h e r o  l o  d a v t "  u i  in d u s t r i a l  c o m m u n i t y  w h i c h  i3 
c o n f l i c t i n g  in t e r e s t s  [f  °« •' s om e ,w b a t  o f  a  b a l a n c o  b e t w e e n
ia o t u r o r  p u t s  u n d u e '™ .  ’ ° r ' ' i s t a n o e ,  t h e  B o m b a y  c o t t o n  m a n u -
t o  y o u  t o  r e c t i f y  t t \ L 6|Ure 0M t b e  ® o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  w e  l o o k
a  b a la n c e  h e ld  as W i T  U » p r e s s u r e > arid  t o  se e  t h a t  t h e r e  sh a l l  b e  
o r  b e t w e e n  t h e  U n it  d ”  L a n c a s h i r e — If  y o u  l i k o  t o  ca l l  i t  s o , —  
m a y  bo  a f f e c te d  u ' n g d o “  a n d  th is  g r e a t  E m p i r e  w h i c h
in teroB ts  in TIiri,- d e “ e c t e d  in  i t s  p o l i c i e s  b y  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  
w h o le  E m p i r e  aS d l s t l n 8 u i s h e d  f r o m  t h o  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h o

The Constitutional Position.
Mr. Waddington said :—

m e m b e r g h [ o Pe 7 ! t " fc r ? ' 1 so c t io D a  o f  opinion in L a n c a s h i r e .  T h e  
Lancashire m e ^ K 13 L ° n » n i t t e o  is  e x t e n d e d  t o  t h e  w h o l e  o f  t h e  
f lu e s t io n s  a m ] ? r.^’ w b a t e v e r  v i e w s  t h e y  m a y  h o l d  o n  p a r t i c u l a r  

w h 1*° w e  h a v e  n e v e r  e x p r e s s e d ,  as a  C o m m  i t e e ,
12(a)
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o n  s u b j e c t  o f  I m p e r i a l  P r e f e r e n c e ,  n o r  L a v o i  Ive  
\ *  8 ^ M ^ | d / a n y  v i e w s  o n  t b e  s u b j e c t  o f  F r e e  T r a d e ,  w h a t  \ t a r - § t V  

t # c r , « por> is t h e  n e c e s s i t y ,  as  f a r  as  p r a c t i c a b l e ,  o f  a b s o l u t e  
f r e e  t r a d e  b e t w e e n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  a n d  I n d i a .  U p o n  t h a t  w e  a r e  all 
u n i t e d ,  w h a t e v e r  o u r  fisca l  t h e o r i e s  m a y  o t h e r w i s e  b e .  S o m e t i m e s  
i t  is  p u t  u p  a g a i n s t  us  b y  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  H o u s e  o f  C o m m o n s  

h a t  L a n c a s h i r e  a c t s  r a t h e r  s e l f i s h ly  in  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  c o t t o n  
q u e s t i o n s ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  a  d o u b l e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h a t .  O n e  r e a s o n  is  
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  i m m e n s e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  L a n c a s h i r e  t r a d e ,  a n d  
t h e  s e c o n d  r e a s o n  is  t h a t  p r o b a b l y  w i t h i n  t w e n t y  m i l e s  o f  Man- 
c  e s t e r  t h e r e  a r e  m o r e  p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  
K n o w l e d g e  o f  I n d i a  a n d  I n d i a n  a f fa irs  t h a n  a ll  t b e  r e s t  o f  t h e  
U n i t e d  K i n g d o m  p u t  t o g e t h e r ; a n d  h a v i n g  t h a t  c l o s o  p e r s o n a l  
c o n t a c t ,  w i t h  I n d i a  f r o m  c o m m e r c e ,  f r o m  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  m a c h i n e r y  
a n d  f r o m  t h e  s e l l i n g  o f  g o o d s  t h e r e ,  i t  m a k e s  a  c l o s e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
b e t w e e n  t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  K i n g d o m  a n d  I n d i a  t h a n  w i t h  
a n y  o t h e r  p a r t .  S o  t h a t  w e  ar e  n a t u r a l l y  m o r e  i n t e r e s t e d  t h a n  
o t h e r  p e o p l e  in  w h a t e v e r  a f f e c t s  I n d i a .  N o w  M r .  M o n t a g u ’ s p o l i t y  
u n d e r  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  A c t ,  w e  c o n s i d e r ,  has e x c e e d e d  r e a l l y  
t ie  t e r m s  ° /  t h e  A c t  a n d  h a s  t h e r e b y  c r e a t e d  a  fa ls e  p o s i t i o n  
a n io n , /  c e r t a in  p e o p l e  in  t h e  H o u s e  o f  C o m m o n s  a n d  in  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  
a n d  an  e q u a l l y  fa lso  p o s i t i o n  in  I n d i a .  I r e f o r  m o r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

?  t b e  q u e s t i o n  o f  f iscal p o l i c y .  U n d e r  t h e  A c t  t h e r e  is  n o  sugges
t io n  o f  g r a n t i n g  f is ca l  a u t o n o m y .  I t  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  s e t t l e d  u p o n  
'■no R e p o r t  o f  t h o  J o i n t  C o m m i t t e e  w h i c h  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  G o v e r n -  
m o n r  o f  I n d i a  B i l l ,  a n d  w e  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  t h a t  J o i n t  
C o m m i t t e e  is r e a l l y  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  p r e a m b l e  o f  t h e  A c t  a n d  t o  
t h e  g e n e r a l  i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h e - 'A c t  i t s e l f .  Y o u  s p o k e  in  t h e  H o u s o  
o  o m rn o i js  o n  M o n d a y  n i g h t ,  a n d  I w a s  i n t e r e s t e d  t o  n o t i c e  
t h a t  in g i v i n g  a  q u o t a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  J o i n t  C o m m i t e e  
yoLI, 1 w h o le  o f  th e  p a r a g r a p h  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  o n o  
so  i e n c o .  Y o u  q u o t o d  t h e  R e p o r t  o f  t h o  J o i n t  C o m m i t t e o  d o w n  

’  ' ” 01' c o n v e n t i o n ” , a n d  t h e n  y o u  wont: o n  t o  s a y  : — “ T h e s e
\ ' e  l u d i n g  w o r d s  t o  w h i c h  I w i s h  t o  d r a w  t h e  s p e c ia l  

•ii iUi ion  o  I .on m e m b e r s . ”  I t  w a s  i n s t r u c t i v e  t o  m o  t o  s e e  w h a t  
“ U ' t '  0,1 H .w e r o  '■bat. y o u  h a d  o m i t t e d ,  a n d  t h e y  w e r e  t h e r e  : 

j a t e v e r  be  t h e  r i g h t  f isca l  p o l i c y  f o r  f n d i a ,  l o r  t h e  n e e d s  o f  
h e r  c o n s u m e r s  as  w e l l  as  f o r  h e r  m a n u f a c t u r e r s ,  i t  is  q u i t e  c l e a r  
t ha t  sh e  s h o u ld  h a v e  t h e  s a m e  l i b e r t y  t o  c o n s i d e r  h e r  i n t e r e s t s  as 
n e a t  B r i t a in ,  A u s t r a l i a ,  N e w  Z e a l a n d ,  C a n a d a  a n d  S o u t h  A f r i c a . ”  

■im n o t  s u re  w h e t h e r  th o s e  w o r d s  w e r e  o m i t t e d  i n t e n t i o n a l l y .

L o r d  W i n t e r t o n  : O b  n o .

Mr. W a d d m g t o n  I w a s  h o p i n g  t h e y  w e r e ,  b e c a u s e  w o
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\ *  •a^ S 5 ^ 5 ^ 8 t 0  0 n e  o f  t *l e  w e a k  s p o t s  in  t h a O n H b J
a !  o  ° t f ' ~ " e  Y8 r y  *aofc t h a t  a  C o m m i t t e e  s h o u l d  s u g g e s t  

„ „  J?_, ' ° V 0rnm 0,nt:' i 0  , " cRa A c t  w a s  c o n f e r r i n g  u p o n  I n d i a  t h o
D n m in ? n i  S ^ * laC  ̂ ' j e e n  g r a n t e d  t o  t h e  o t h e r  s e l f - g o v e r n i n g  
tn  f t̂- ^  u a s  0  s u g g e s t  s o m e t h i n g  w h i c h  w a s  t o t a l l y  c o n t r a r y

6 ! h e  R e p o r f c  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e ,  s o  fa r  as  t h a t  
c 1 ar  P a r a 8 r a P h  la c o n c e r n e d ,  q u i t e  u s e l e s s ,  a n d  q u i t e  h o p e l e s s  
* a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p o i n t  o f  v i e w .  W h a t  i s  a c t u a l l y  t h e  

si ! ° n  in  I n d i a  a n d  in  t h o  o t h e r  s o l f - g o v e r n i n g  D o m i n i o n s ?  
i 0 h, o v e r n m o n t  I n d i a  A c t  t h e  B u d g e t  h a s  t o  b e  i n t r o -  

t b e  T - Y  • 8 C ° v e i'|io r - G o n e r a l .  T h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y ,  o r  
e g i s l a t i v e  ( c o u n c i l ,  h a v e  n o  v o i c e  in  i n t r o d u c i n g  t h o  B u d g e t ,  

e y  a v e  s i m p l y  t o  v o t e  c e r t a i n  p r o p o s a l s ,  a n d  t h e  G o v e r n o r -  
o n e r a  c a n  v e t o  t h o s e  p r o p o s a l s  w h i c h  t h o y  e i t h e r  c a r r y  o r  d o  

lo  c i trry .  N o w  w h a t  is  t h e  p o s i t i o n  in  t h e  o t h e r  s e l f - g o v e r n i n g  
- ■ r -  w h i c h  t h i s  S e l e c t  C o m m i t t e e  s a y  a r e  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  

‘ a  ' *n  t h e  o t h e r  s e l f - g o v e r n i n g  D o m i n i o n s  w e  h a v e  t h o  
Far  y  . T h e  c a n d i d a t e s  g o  t o  t h e  c o u n t r y  ; t h e y  p u t
T h o v V  thGi r p o l i c y  a n d  o n e  o r  o t h e r  o f  t h e  p a r t i e s  is  e l e c t o d .  
B u t  i n ^ L i  r , ' °  C ° v e r n m e n t ,  t h e y  a d m i n i s t e r ,  a n d  t h e y  l e g i s l a t e .  
& d m in i3t r  . la  t a o s e  w h o  a r e  e l e c t e d  h a v e  n o  p o w e r s  e i t h e r  o f  
r e c e i v e  f r ,0 f r  o r l ' e g is l a t i o n  o t h e r w i s e  t h a n  o n  t h e  s u f f e r a n c e  t h o y  
t h e  D r in c in ln  c° C c v e r n e r - G o n e r a l .  W e  sa y  t h a t  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  
t h e  it  0  s e l f  g o v e r n m e n t  g u a r a n t e e d  t o  I n d i a  i s  e q u a l  to  
D o m i i T 4' g o y e r n m e n t  g u a r a n t e e d  t o  t h e  o t h e r  s e l f - g o v e r n i n g  
q u e , i i c n l l S f  18 v.r e v1Iy w i t h  t e r m s .  W i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h o
R o v e r n m o  ° f w h e t h e r  w o  h a v e  g r a n t e d  f is ca l  a u t o n o m y  a n d  se l f -  
a b r i d g e d  n - t 0   ̂ s h o u ld  l i k o  t o  q u o t e  f r o m  M r .  M o n t a g u ’s
i s s u e d  1 „ V|V M o n t a g u - C h e l m s f o r d  p r o p o s a l s  w h ic h  w a s
i s s u e d  b y  t h e  I n d i a  O t f ico  in  1 0 1 8 .  T h i s  i s  w h a t  he  sa y s  o n  P a g e

t o  occa<sinn°l  ' etV u l0 pm Q ,lt  l e g i s l a t i v e  b o d i e s  in  I n d i a  h a s  l e d  
b u t  o n  v  r ’°  , l t t e l n p ts t o  i m p u g n  t h e  s u p r e m a c y  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  ; 
m e m b e r ^ 1 °YYas *on-, w h e n  t h o  q u e s t i o n  w a s  r a i s e d  b y  i n d i v i d u a l  
t h e  /  . . °  a o  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  o r  l o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t s ,  o r  b y  
afis . , Ve.rn.rri0P t  °1  I n d i a  as  p w b o l o ,  t h o  H o m e  G o v e r n m e n t  
;  c< h e i r  r i g h t s  b o t h  o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o n t r o l  
lief YYllC? J f p r o m *s ' ri8  t e r m s . -’ T h a t  is  w h a t  t h o  p o s i t i o n  w a s  
" i / V t . r e ĉ * m s - . T h e s e  a r e  t h o  p r o p o s a l s  a f t e r  t h o  r e f o r m s :  
r ' {  YY!ta,^u  sa y s  ; — ' T t  is  n o t  p a r r  o f  t h e  w r i t e r s ’ p l a n ” — t h a t  i.-, o f  
; p ft r  h o l m s f o r d  a n d  h i m s e l f — “  t o  m a k e  t h e  o f f i c ia l  G o v e r n m e n t s  
„ 06  u   ̂ 658 a m e n a h i °  t o  P a r l i a m e n t  t h a n  h i t h e r t o . , ”  T h e n  ho  
l ie  ° n u ° i  8fty : . O "  ,a r 8 0 m a t t e r s  o f  p o l i c y  t h e r e  c a n ,  o l  c o u r s e ,  
j a , 10 s n ° h  d e l e g a t i o n . ”  W e  s u g g e s t  t h a t  f is ca l  p o l i c y  is  a  v e r y  

e m a t t e r  0 f p o l i c y  a n d  t h a t  i t  i n v o l v e , s o  m a n y  in t e r e s t s ,  b e l l i
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i 1. I  W ! °  lv c , f i i r o  o f  I n d i a  a n d  o f  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  E m p i r e ,  t b a f l i i e  , 
o u g h t  n o t  t o  b e ,  w i t h  th e  l i m i t e d  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  w h ic t i  

e x t e n d e d  t o  I n d i a ,  a n y  r e a l  f iscal a u t o n o m y  in  I n d i a .
■ ® P P a ™ b |? o f  t h e  A c t  has b e e n  r e f e r r e d  t o  ; w e  k n o w  t h a t  i t  
is t o  t a k e  I n d ia  b y  m e a s u r e d  s t e p s  o n  t h e  r o a d  t o  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t .

i t n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  r u los  w h ic h  w o r e  m a d e  u n d e r  S e c t i o n  3 3 ,  as 
y o u  k n o w  t h e r e  a r e  t w o  se t s  o f  ru les .  T h e  f i r s t  s e t ,  i f  t h o y  aro 
m a d e ,  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  c e n t r a l  s u b j e c t s  a n d  t h e  n e x t  s e t  d e a l  w i t h  
t h e  t r a n s fe r r e d  s u b j e c t s .  N o w ,  u n d e r  t h e  t r a n s fe r r e d  s u b je c t s  
c e r t a in  r u le s  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  a n d  w h i l s t  th o s e  s u b je c t s  h a v e  h e o n  
d e l i b e r a t e l y  t r a n s fe r r e d  t o  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t s  in  I n d i a  y e t  w e  h a v e  
b y  th o s e  r u le s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  r i g h t  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  t o  i n t e r f e r e  w h e n  
m a t t e r s  i n v o l v i n g  a n y  d i s p u t e  b e t w e e n  t h is  c o u n t r y  o r  a n y  o t h e r  
p a r t  o f  th e  E m p i r e  a n d  I n d i a  are  a t  s t a k e .  I f  w e  h a v o  m a d o '  th o s e  
r u le s  in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  t r a n s f e r r e d  s u b je c t s  g i v i n g  t h e  p o s i t i v e  
right,  o f  t h is  G o v e r n m e n t  t o  in t e r f e r e ,  h o w  m u c h  more p o w e r  h a v o  
'■e t o  in t e r f e r e  in  t h e  c e n t r a l  s u b je c t s  a b o u t  w h i c h  w e  h a v e  n o t  
n ia d o  t h e  r u l o s ?  I n  o r d e r  t o  s h o w  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  t h a t  P a r l i a m e n t  
a t t a c h e d  t o  th e s e  t w o  s e t s  o f  r u lo s  a n d  h o w  i t  i n t e n d e d  t o  k e e p  its
g .r ‘ P ° V0r c e n t r a l  s u b j e c t s  w h i l s t  i t  p a r t e d  w i t h  s o m o  o f  i t s  r e s p o n 
s i b i l i t i e s  o v e r  th e  t r a n s f e r r e d  s u b je c t s ,  I s h o u ld  l i k e  t o  say  t h a t  
t i ' first  s e t  o f  r u le s  o v e r  c e n t r a l  s u b j e c t s  h a v o  t o  b o  presented in  

- f t  t o  t h e  H o u s e  o f  C o m m o n s .  T h e y  h a v e  n o t  t o  b e  i s s u e d  as 
M  ore a n d  la id  o n  t h e  t a b le  in t h e  u su a l  w a y  b u t  t h o y  h a v o  t o  b o  

p r o s , - m o d  in  d r a f t .  T b o  o t h e r  s e t  o f  r u le s  f o r  t h e  t r a n s fe r r e d
s u b io e t s  c a n  b e  m a d e  a n d  t h e y  ar e  only presented as  a  m a t t e r  o f
l o r m  In th o  H o u s e  o f  C o m m o n s ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  H o u s e  o f  C o m m o n s  
' v V ] t  paased  t b i s  m e a s u r e  d id  r e a l ly  in t o r id  t o  m a i n t a i n  a  s t r i c t  

0 <  p o 11 th o s e  c e n t r a l  s u b je c t s  w h i c h  c o n c e r n  t h e  C e n t r a l  G o v  
e m i n e n t  a n d  th is  c o u n tr y .

J ,u  <1U0stlon a lso  o f  w h a t  w a s  i n t e n d e d ,  w h e t h e r  w e  d i d  
g i v e  c e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  t o  I n d ia ,  c a n  b o  d e a l t  w i t h  b y  a  s h o r t  e x t r a c t  

rum  th o  K i n g - E m p o r o r ’ s P r o c l a m a t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  Act:  h a d  b e e n  
p assed  I n t h e  P r o c l a m a t i o n  t h o  K i n g  d e c l a r e d  : “  T h e  c o n t r o l
ot  . r d o m e s t i c  c o n c e r n s  is a  b u r d e n  w h i c h  I n d i a  m a y  l e g i t i m a t e l y  
asp ir e  t o  t a k e  u p o n  h e r  o w n  s h o u l d e r s .  T h e  b u r d e n  is t o o  h e a v y  
t-°  be  b o r n e  in fu l l  u n t i l  t i m e  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  h a v e  b r o u g h t  t h e  
■necessary s t r e n g t h ,  b u t  o p p o r t u n i t y  w i l l  n o w  b e  g i v e n  f o r  e x p e r i e n c e  
1 > g r o w  a n d  f o r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  in c r e a s e  w i t h  t h e  c a p a c i t y  f o r  i t s  
fu l f i l m e n t ” . N o w  I s u g g e s t  L o r d  W i n t e r t o n ,  t h a t  t h a t  d e c la r a t i o n  
o f  t h e  K i n g  E m p e r o r  m e a n s  t h a t  w e  d i d  n o t  g i v e  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  
l o  I n d ia ,  fiscal a u t o n o m y  a n d  t h e  s e v e r a n c e  o f  th o  r i g h t  o f  th is  
c o u n t r y  t o  t a k e  a n y  p a r t  in h e r  a f fa irs .  W e  d i d  n o t ,  a n d  n e v e r  
i n t e n d e d  l o  g i v e  t h a t ,  A n d  wo h a v e  gone w r o n g  as  a  Parliament
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V ■- ^0 0  n lu c ^ o u r  j u d g m e n t  t o  t h e  j u d g m e n t  o f  t h o
L o m n i i t t c e .  N o w  w i t h  a  c h a n g e  in  o f f i ce  w e  h o p e  t h e r e  m a y  h e  a 
reco iT a ld erat ion  o f  th e s e  p r o b l e m s  a n d  w e  h o p e  t h a t  w e  m a y  g e t  
b a ck  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  t e r m s  o f  t h e  A c t ,  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  i n t e n t i o n s  o f  
P a r l i a m e n t  r e l y i n g  u p o n  t h o  A c t  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  a n d  d i s a b u s i n g  o u r  
m in d s  o f  t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  t h e  j o i n t  S e l e c t  C o m m i t t e e .  N o w  I n d i a n s  
t h e m s e lv e s  d o  n o t  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  f isca l  a u t o n o m y .  I h a v e  
h ere  a q u o t a t i o n  b y  a  v e r y  p r o m i n e n t  I n d i a n ,  S i r  V i t h a l d a s  

b a c k e r s e y ,  an i m p o r t a n t  a n d  a c t i v e  m o m b e r  o f  t h o  L e g i s l a t i v e  
A s s e m b ly .  S i r  V i t h a l d a s  T h a c k e r s e y  in  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  h i s  e x a m i 
n a t i o n  b y  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h o  F i s c a l  C o m m i s s i o n  “  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  a t  
present. I n d ia  e n j o y e d  f is ca l  a u t o n o m y  o n l y  o n  s u f fe r a n c e  a n d  a s k e d  
t h a t  t h e y  s h o u ld  i iavo  c o m p l e t e  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  in  t h i s  d i r o c t i o u  
m e a n in g  t h o r e b y  t h a t  t h o  I n d ia n  L e g is la t u r e s  s h o u l d  h a v o  t h e  f in a l  
w o r d  o n  all  f iscal q u e s t i o n s  i n c l u d i n g  I m p e r i a l  p r e f e r e n c e . ”  A n o t h e r  
m o m b o r  R a o  S a h e b  S a h a s r a b u d h e  w h o  is a  m o m b e r  o f  t h e  A d v i s o r y  
B o a r d  o i  I n d u s t r i e s ,  sa id  : “  H o  w a s  h u m b l y  o f  o p i n i o n ,  w i t h  d u e
r e s p e c t  t o  t h o  h i g h e r  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  t h a t  fiscal f r e e d o m  s h o u l d  b e  g r a n t e d  
t o  I n d ia  Vo c o m m e m o r a t e  H .  R .  H .  t h e  P r i n c e  o f  W a l e s ’ v i s i t , ”

sh e  w f  haV6 b c ? n to lt  ̂ t h a t  t h e  w h o le  o f  I n d i a  c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  
has bn n ° -  r *8ht t o  f is ca l  a u t o n o m y  a n d  f isca l  f r e e d o m .  I t

'  en. ’ m p r o s s o d  u p o n  us  t h a t  w e  b a d  n o  r i g h t  t o  in t e r f e r e ,  t h a t  
corn  t 6 ^e o ' ' ar< l-'’ ’ n 8  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  i ' r o e d o m  o f  I n d i a  a n d  t h is  
Tj "  l y’ a ,,c  s o o d  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w o e n  t h e m  it w e  in t e r f e r e d ,
ini' f C1' °  Tw ® . b a vu  e v i d e n c e  w i t h i n  t h e  la s t  s i x  w e e k s  o f  t w o  
baunf  ^  h o l d i n g  p u b l i c  p o s i t i o n s  w h o  d e c la r e  t h a t  t h e y
; r „ . , K °  usca l a u t o n o m y  in  I n d i a  a n d  w h o  ar e  a s k in g  t h a t  fiscal 
•’ n f n r .o t  , ° U d  bo  * r a n t e d .  T h e  e l e c t o r a t e  o f  I n d i a  has b o o n  

, 80 f r e q u e n t l y — t h e  sm a l l  o l o c t o r a t e  a n d  t h e  sm a l l  p r o 
b i n ' \  " ' h p v o f e  t h a t  I w i l l  n o t  l a b o u r  t h a t  p o i n t  a t  t h e  m o m e n t ,  
(Pro ' i r ‘ V o 8 \? r e fe r  fo r  a  m o m e n t  t o  a  p o i n t  in  t h e  E a s t  I n d i a  
is  S  i C ° ' ! d , t , o n )  1 0 2O R e p o r t .  O n  p a g e  (16 a  d e s c r i p t i o n  
rlnntm. f  °  V  4 j  c  e c t o r i t e  o f  I n d i a  a n d  t h e  m a n n o r  in  w h i c h  t h a t  
e l e c to r a t e  h a d  to  r e c o r d  t h e i r  v o t e s  a t  t h e  last  e l e c t i o n .  T h i s  is 
w  a 19 sa id  in  t h a t  r e p o r t ,  w h i c h  is an  off ic ial  r o p o r t ,  i s s u o d  b y  t h o  
in o i  ei n m e n t  o f  I n d ia ,  “  I n g e n i o u s  m a c h i n e r y  w n s  d e v i s o d  f o r  
e n a h l in g  i l l i t e r a t e  v o t e r s  t o  r e c o r d  t h e i r  voteB . I n  t h e  c a s o  o f  
B o m b a y ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  i t  w a s  d e c i d e d  t o  a d o p t  t h e  c o l o u r e d  b o x  or  
s y m b o l  s y s t e m .  T h e r e  w a s  a  s e p a r a t e  b o x  a t  e a c h  p o l l in g  s t a t i o n  

0 w h i c h  w a s  a l l o t t e d  t h e  c o l o u r  o r  t h e  s y m b o l  g i v e n  t o  a  p a r t i -  
ru ar  c a n d i d a t e .  W h e r e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  c a n d i d a t e s  w a s  f iv e  o r  
W h*51* b o x e s  wel ' °  c o l o u r e d  w h it e ,  b l a c k ,  y e l l o w ,  r e d  ant! g r e e n .  

f l c  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  c a n d i d a t e s  w a s  g r o a t o r  t h a n  5, t o  e a c h  w a s  
s i g n e d  a s y m b o l  su ch  as a  h o r s e ,  c a r t  o r  a w o r d ,  o r  6 om e  o t h e r
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' • .V u i f S ^ r s a U j ’ r e c o g n i s a b l e  a r t i c l e ,  f o r  i t  w a s  f o u n d  t h a t  c o u n t r y  v o i c e ?
V q p S H ^ p p t  b e  t r u s t e d  t o  r e c o g n i s o  w i t h  c e r t a i n t y  m o r e  t h a n  t h o n v o  

c o l o u r s  a b o v e  m e n t i o n e d ” .

N o w  t h e  p o i n t  I  w o u l d  m a k e  h e r e  is  t h a t  w h e r e  y o u  h a v o  
a n  e l e c t o r a t e  l i m i t e d  t o  o n l y  9 0 0 , 0 0 0 ,  a n d  w h e r e  y o u  h a v o  e l e c t o r s  
o f  a  c lass  w h o  h a v e  t o  v o t e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  s y m b o l  s u c h  as a  h o r s o ,  
a  c a r t ,  o r  a s w o r d ,  i t  is  q u i t e  o u t  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  self"  
g o v e r n m e n t  e x i s t s  in  s u c h  a p a r t  o f  t h e  E m p i r e  as  y o u  h a v o  in  t b o  
r e s t  o i  t h o  s e l f - g o v e r n i n g  D o m i n i o n s .

W h i l e  w e  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  t h e o r y  t h a t  w e  h a v e  g r a n t e d  
a b s o l u t e  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  t o  I n d i a ,  w e  h a v e  n o  d e s i r e  t o  a s s e r t  t h a t  
t h e  M o n t a g u - C h e l m s f o r d  R e f o r m s  s h o u l d  b e  s c r a p p e d .  A l l  w o  d e s i r e  
i s  t h u t  t h e y  s h o u l d  b e  c a r r i e d  o u t  in  a w a y  w h i c h  w o u l d  b o  b e s t  
f o r  t h is  c o u n t r y  a n d  f o r  I n d i a .  T h e y  s h o u l d  b e  c a r r i e d  o u t  in  »  
s p i r i t  o f  c o - o p e r a t i o n .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  I n d i a  t o  
c o - o p e r a t e  w i t h  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  b e s t  a d v a n t a g e s  
w i l l  b e  o b t a i n e d  b y  u s in g  t h is  c o u n t r y ’ s w i d e  e x p e r i e n c e ,  i t s  c a p i t a l ,  
i t s  s k i l l e d  l a b o u r  a n d  i t s  fa c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h o  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  t h e  
i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  I n d i a .  I t  is  r a t h e r  o n  t h o s e  l i n e s  t h a t  w e  w o u ld  
l i k e  t o  g o — b y  I n d i a  r e c o g n i s i n g  t h a t  s h e  is n o t  s o  i n d e p e n d e n t ,  a n n  
b y  o u r  r e c o g n i s i n g  t h a t  w e  h a v e  c e a s e d  t o  h o ld  t h o  d i c t a t o r i a l  a n d  
a u t o c r a t i c  p o l i c y  o f  p r e v i o u s  y e a r s  w h e n  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  w a s  
e n t i r e l y  in  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e .  W o  d o  n o w  w a n t  
t o  g o  w i t h  t h e m  a u d  t o  f o l l o w  t h e m  o n  t h e  r o a d  t o  soIf-g»vornment, 
t o  a c t  w i t h  t h e m  a n d  t o  b u i ld  t h e m  u p ,  b e c a u s e  b y  b u i l d i n g  t h e m  
u p  w o  sh all  b e  b u i l d i n g  o u r s e lv e s  u p .  I t  m a y  b e  se l f is h  o r  o t h e r 
w i s e ,  b u t  if  w o  c a n  g i v e  a  b e n e f i t  t h e r e  is n o  reason w h y  w e  s h o u l d  
n o t  a ls o  o b t a i n  s o m e  p a r t  o f  t h e  b e n e f i t  f o r  o u r s e l v e s .

- o fa r  a3 t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  I n d i a  b y  t h o s e  p r o 
t e c t i v e  d u t i e s  b e in g  n e c e s s a r y  is  c o n c e r n e d ,  I  s u g g e s t  t h a t  I n d i a  i s  s o  
d e v e l o p e d  n o w  t h a t ,  e v e n  a s s u m i n g  t h a t  s h e  h a d  t h o  p o w e r  t o  
p r o t e c t  h e r s e l f ,  s h e  d o e s  n o t  n e e d  p r o t e c t i o n ,  a n d  t h o s e  a s s u m p t i o n s  
a r e  b o r n e  o u t  b y  f a c t .  I f  y o u  t a k e  o u t  t h e  f ig u r e s  f r o m  t h o  
" .S t a t i s t i c a l  A b s t r a c t  o f  B r i t i s h  I n d i a ”  f o r  1 9 2 0  y o u  w i l l  f in d  t h a t  
t h e r e  w e r e  i n  1 9 0 9  7 4 , 7 0 7  l o o m s  in  I n d ia .  In  1 9 1 8 ,  w i t h o u t  a n y  
p r o t e c t i o n  in  I n d i a ,  w i t h  t h e  c o u n t e r v a i l i n g  d u t y  w h i c h  w a s  e q u a l  
t o  t h o  i m p o r t  d u t y ,  t b o  loor/13 in  I n d i a  b a d  i n c r e a s e d  f r o m  7 4 , 0 0 0  t o
1 , 0 8 , 0 0 0  a n  in c r e a s e  o f  4 8  p e r  c e n t .  I n d i a  w a s  a b le  t o  e x t e n d  h e r  
d o m e s t i c  i n d u s t r y  s o  f o r  as h e r  c a p i t a l  a r d  h e r  l a b o u r  w a s  a v a i la b le  
a n d  n o  c o u n t r y  c o u l d  p r o t e c t  i t s e l f  t o  a n y  p o s s ib l e  e x t e n t  b e y o n d  
t ’ n s e  t w o  t h i n g s .  I t  is  s u g g e s t e d  b y  w i t n e s s e s  b e f o r e  t h e  F i s c a l  
C o m m i s s i o n  t h a t  p r o t e c t i o n  is  n o t  n e c e s s a r y ,  M r .  M e h t a ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  
I n d u s t r i e s ,  G a w n p o r e ,  in  g i v i n g  e v id e D c o  b e f o r e  t h e  F i s c a l  C ora -
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v  r n ' t s i P  *n D e c e m b e r  s a id  t h a t  h e  c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  ,
^ i T ^ n M m d i a  j ja(j  a r r i v e d  a t  a s t a g e  o f  f a l l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  d i a n o r ^  

^ ^ S g u w e ^ o t e e t i o u .

• ^ b e i>, as  o n e  o f  t h e  d a n g e r s  o f  t h i s  s y s t e m  o f  p r o t e c t i o n  b e i n g  
v i  ° n i ^  v 1, tt* W0 Bh o u l d  r e c o g n i s e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  P r o -  

nc ia  .e g i s la t u r o  w i l l ,  f r o m  t h e i r  d i v e r s i t y  o f  i n t e r e s t  w i t h  B o m b a y  
c o u r s e  o .  t im e  c o m e  t o  d e m a n d  p r o t e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  B o m b a y  a n d  

i c  sp  u i n g  u p  o f  I n d i a  i n t o  f isca l  a u t o n o m o u s  a r e a s  w i t h i n  I n d i a  
P  ! ' 0 b a v ?  kh a t  s u g g e s t e d  b y  M r .  C a l v e r t ,  t h e  R e g i s t r a r  o f

o p e r a  i v e  S o c i e t i e s  in  t h e  P u n j a b ,  w h o ,  in  g i v i n g  e v i d e n c e  b e f o r e  
o is ca  C o m m i s s i o n ,  s a id  : “  I t  s e e m s  t o  h i m  w h a t  m i g h t  b e  

Pivnh'v.8* 0? )18!  Be.n g a l  a,1(  ̂ B o m b a y  m i g h t  b e  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  t h e  
. , ' 110 ” lu,j a b  w a s  o v e r  t o  h a v e  c l o t h  m i l l s  i t  w o u l d  lie

•0 ln iP01t a u t  f o r  i t  t o  s e c u r e  p r o t e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  B o m b a y  t h a n  
L a n c a s h i r e .  ”

n o s s i h l ' k ' ^  c a n n o t  bo^ t o  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  I n d i a  t h a t  i t  s h o u l d  b e  
w»ii ' , a "  c i t a t i o n  s h o u l d  a r is e  in  I n d i a  t o  s e c u r e  t h a t  e x t r a

P t o t e c X  f o r  t t "  ■ With,' n [ l l f l i a ?  ]£ ar0  g o i n g  t o  h a v e
P u n j a b  a n d  t h e o t h e r ^ m v ® 8 ° f B o m b a y  y o u  m a y  efl u a l ly  h a v e  t h o  
a g a in s t  B o m b a y  in  1 ^o v , l l c a s  a s k i n g  t h a t  t h e y  sh a l l  b e  p r o t e c t e d

W o  m u s t  n o t  lo se  .  t h o y  m a y  c u , t i v a t e  t h e i r  o w n  areas ,
l e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l s  in I f a ° fc t h a t  w l l o n  w e  s p e a k  o f  ,faes0 
o f  o n e  m i l l i o n  nr t » n  ■ la  w °  ar o  d e a l i n g  n o t  w i t h  s m a l l  b o d i e s
« . . .  l » “  . h e S U' f t"  b " “  » •  ■ »  « > b  t a l k ,
m i l l i o n  o f  nennln i 1 n 0 c o , , t r ° l  o v o r  t w e n t y  m i l l i o n  a n d  t h i r t y  
r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s  ’t**!!, as  ' 'h e y  g e t  e d u c a t e d  a n d  m o r e  a l i v e  t o  t h e  
p o w e r s  w h ic h  10j 1’  p o s i t i o n  t h e y  w i l l  b e g i n  t o  a s k  f o r  t h e s e
t h e  B o m b a y  p e o p l e '0 "  ' ° l n g  c o n t r o l l e d  l a r g o ly  b y  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f

Isfo w  I
p e o p l o  so  f e r ' a s  a  WOr,d  a b o u t  t b e  m e t h o d s  o f  t h e  I n d i a n
M r .  W a d i a  w h o  is n " ' l l  f . ° ° d s  a r o  c o n c e r n e d .  I t  w a s  d e c l a r e d  b y  
w h o  is a ls o  w e l l  k V f 0 w .n V 'd ia r i  c o t t o n  m a n u f a c t u r e r ,  a n d  
h e r e  in  t h is  v e r v  m lm "  "  t' 0 - h l a .v i e w a  011 c u r r o n c y ,  w h e n  h e  s p o k e  
M o r l e y  w a s  K , ’ /  ' m a S ' D0. a t  a D e p u t a t i o n  w h e n  L o r d  

I n d i a n  c o n s u m e r f ° r I n d i a  »*  J u , y  ^ 1 0 :  “ T h o
c l o t h i n g  T u r h . .  ’ ^  ™ le.* . lay !  aa£d e  a  c e r t a in  a m o u n t  o f  m o n e y  f o r  
th e  a m o u n t  nt n °  ? oa,T aii<£ w h a t e v e r  t h e  p r i c e ,  h e  c a n  o n l y  b u y  
th e  ap u r n n L ° ’ ’  °-Iy011 c l o t h  t h e  e x t e n t  o  t h e  s u m  la id  a s i d e  f o r  
hy  t h e  im o i .a iH  v! -e s,u g g e s t i n S t h a t  t c  m a k e  c o t t o n  c l o t h  d e a r e r
1" "  u n i  !  °j-tb,S d u t y  is  t 0  m a l !e  e x t r e m e l y  d i f f i c u l t  f o r
Cl' - t o n  .d o th  1 e ° P ,e  .t 0  ,)u rcb r  he n e c o s s a r y  a m o u n t  o f
'  ' " r a t e d  t h e n  i ^ 6y  re q u £ ro  T b<  h t i o u s  o f  l i f e  w h i c h

u .6 ,  I u n d e r s t a n d ,  s t i '  l i v e ,  u u d  a  c e r t a in
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‘ \ 61 m o n e y  is  s t i l l  a l l o t t e d  t o  t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  c l o t h i n g .  V j j j c l v

\ X ' 5« ^ P ' | ^ < P 0n8 u n d e r  p r e s e n t  c o n d i t i o n s  ? T h i s  s a m e  g o n t l e t A a n - m ^  
g i v i f i g  t i v i d e n c e  b e f o r e  t h e  F i s c a l  C o m m i s s i o n ,  o f  F e b r u a r y  2 4 ,  m a d e  
t h i s  s t a t e m e n t : “  T h e  w i t n e s s  c o n t e n d e d  t h a t  m i l l i o n s  in  I n d i a  1
w e r e  t o  d a y  in  a  s t a t e  o f  s e m i - s t a r v a t i o n  a n d  s e m i - n u d i t y  d u e  t o  t h e  f 
e c o n o m i c  a n d  c u r r e n c y  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t .  I I o  d i d  n o t  
t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  r a i s in g  o f  t h o  i m p o r t  a n d  e x c i s e  d u t i e s  o n  c l o t h  
w o u l d  m a k e  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  p o o r  p e o p l e  m u c h  w o r s e . ”  I  a m  su re  
t h a t  w o  c a n n o t  s y m p a t h i s e  w i t h  a n  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h a t  s o r t ; w e  c a n n o t  
a g r e e  w i t h  a  p o l i c y  w h i c h  is  g o i n g  t o  a f f e c t  m i l l i o n s  o f  p e o p l e  in  a 
s t a t e  o f  s e m i - n u d i t y  a n d  s e m i  s t a r v a t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h o  i m p o s i t i o n  o f  
th e s e  d u t i e s .

Practical Suggestions.
N o w  w h a t  p r a c t i c a l  s u g g e s t i o n s  c a n  w o  m a k e  t o  y o u  ? I t  has 

b e e n  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  i f t h o  d u t y  o f  11 p e r  c e n t ,  o n  c u s t o m s  w as  
r e d u c e d  t o  G p e r  c e n t . ,  a n d  t h e  o x c i s o  d u t y  w a s  i n c t e a s c d  f r o m  t h r e e  
a n d  h a l f  p e r  c e n t ,  t o  G p e r  c e n t . ,  y o u  w o u l d  t h e n  g e t  as  m u c h  
r e v e n u e  as y o u  a r e  g e t t i n g  f r o m  t h e  11 p e r  c e n t ,  a n d  f r o m  t h e  t h r e e  
a n d  ha l f  p e r  c e n t .  Y o u  w o u l d  b y  t h a t  m e a n s  r e d u c e  th e  p r i c e  o f  
c o t t o n  g o o d s  in  I n d i a  b y  5  p e r  c e n t . ,  e n a b l i n g  m o r e  g ° ° ^ s 1:0 he 
p r o d u c o d  b o t h  in  t h i s  c o u n t r y  a n d  in  I n d i a ,  p r o d u c i n g  g r o a t o r  
e m p l o y m e n t  in  b o t h  c o u n t r i e s ,  a n d  t h e  m a sse s  o f  th e  p e o p l e  b e in g  
a b le  t o  h a v e  m o r e  c l o th in g .  A l s o ,  i t  is a  fa i r  c r i t i c i s m  t h a t  th e  
G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  ar e  n o t  a d m in i s t e r i n g  I n d i a  m  t h o  b e s t  
in t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  p e o p le ,  j u d g e d  so l e ly  b y  i t s  Budgets. I ,0° k at th6 
p a r t i c u la r s  as g i v e n  b y  M r.  M o n t a g u  o n  la s t  y e a r ’ s B u d g e t ,  a n d  I 
n o t i c e  t h e  r e v e n u e  f r o m  i n t o x i c a n t s .  1 d e s i r e  t o  sa y  in  thiB c o n 
n e c t i o n  t h a t  I am  n o t  u s in g  t h e s e  f igu res  as  a n y  t e e t o t a l  a r g u m e n t ,  
b e c a u s e  t h e  L a n c a s h ir e  m e m b e r s  are  n o t  all  t e e to t a l l e r s .  I  a ssu ro  y o u  
t h a t  1 a m  n o t  a  t e e t o t a l l e r  m y s e l f .  I  j u s t  m e n t i o n  i t  b e c a u s e  w h a t 
e v e r  m a y  b o  o u r  v i e w s  o n  t e m p e r a n c e  o r  o t h e r w i s e ,  w e  d o  l i k e  t o  
h a v e  s o m e  r e la t io n s h ip  b e t w e e n  t h e  a r t i c l e s  o n  w h i c h  t a x o s  are  
im p o s e d .  N o w  in  I n d i a  t h e  i m p o s i t i o n  o f  t a x a t i o n  o n  i n t o x i c a n t s  
a m o u n t e d  to  2 7 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  r u p e e s .  O n  c o t t o n  m a n u fa c t u r e s ,  t h a t  is, 
i m p o r t e d  c o t t o n  g o o d s  o n l y ,  n o t  i n c l u d i n g  e x c i s e ,  t h e  t a x a t i o n  w a s  
5 9 , - ) 0 0 ,0 0 0  r u p ees .  I  t h i n k  t h e r e  is  r e a s o n a b l e  r o o m  f o r  s u g g e s t i n g  
t o  t h o  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  a  m e a n s ,  b y  l o o k i n g  a t  
the- d u t i e s  u p o n  w in e s ,  spi i t s  a n d  b e e r ,  o f  o b t a i n in g  r e v e n u e  w h i c h  
w o u ld  a t  l east  b o  as  e a s i l y  p a id  as in  t h e  o t h e r  c a se ,  a n d  i f  t h e y  
r e d u c e  it  in  t h e  e ase  o f  o t to n  g o o d s  t h e y  w o u ld  c e r t a i n l y  m a k e  i t
e a s ie r  f o r  th o s e  c o t t o n  gi t o  b e  b o u g h t  b y  t h o  m asse s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e .

I  o n ly  d e s i r e  t o  s- c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  w h a t  w e  L a n c a s h i r e
p e o p l o  w ish  is  t h a t  t >6uld b e  c l o s e  c o  o p e r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h i s
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2 ]  TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE ( A f  
< # ■ * *  a n ^  I f 'd i a ,  t h a t  t h i s  c o u n t r y  s h o u l d  b y  all  m e a n s V ® . .  i t s  

\ b y  h e l p i n g  in  i t s  i r r i g a t i o n  w o r k s  a n d  b y J t & e ^  
e x t e n s i o n  o f  r a i l w a y s ,  t h a t  w o  s h o u l d  a s s i s t  h e r  t o  i n c r e a s e  h e r  
m atern a l  w e a l t h ,  a n d  b y  t h e  i n c r e a s e  w h i c h  w e  c a n  b r i n g  a b o u t  in  
t h a t  w a y  w e  sh all  c e r t a i n l y  d o  m o r e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  

m  la  a n d  t e w e l f a r e  o f  L a n c a s h i r e  t h a n  b y  m o a n s  o f  t h e s e  ta r i f f s  
w h i c h  c a u s e  s o  m u c h  l o s s  t o  b o t h  c o u n t r i e s .

Mr. T .  S.iuw ( M .  P .  f o r  P r e s t o n )  s a id  :—I t  is  n o t  m y  i n t e n t i o n  
o  rn au e  a  l o n g  s p e e c h ,  l h o  o r g a n i s e d  c o t t o n  w o r k e r s  in  L a n c a s h i r e  

a a n y  r a t e  h a v e  n o  d o u b t  at. all  a b o u t  t h o i r  s t a n d p o i n t  o n  t h i s  
q u e s t i o n .  C o n f e r e n c e  a f t e r  c o n f e r e n c e  a n d  c o n g r e s s  a f t e r  c o n g r e s s  
has o c c u p i e d  i t s e l f  w i t h  t h e  q u e s t i o n  a n d  s o m e  o f  u s  h a v e  an  
e x p e r i e n c e  o f  i t  d a t i n g  b a c k  3 0  o r  3 0  y e a r s .  I d o  n o t  t h i n k  t h e  
G o v e r n m e n t  w i l l  t r y  t o  s h e l t e r  i t s e l f  b e h i n d  t h e  A c t  o f  t b o  o x -  
o a c r o t a v y  o f  S t a t e  f o r  I n d i a  b e c a u s e  t h e  i m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h o s e  d u t i e s  
t o o k  p la c e  p r i o r  t o  t h a t  A c t  b e i n g  p a s s e d .  O v e r  a n d  o v e r  a g a i n  
L a n c a s h i r e ,  b o t h  s o  fa r  as  t h e  e m p l o y e r s  a n d  e m p l o y e d  w e r e  c o n 
c e r n e d ,  a p p r o a c h - . ]  v a r i o u s  I n d i a n  s e c r e t a r i e s  w h e n  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  

le so  tu x e s  w e r e  b e i n g  m a d e  a n d  o n  e v e r y  o c c a s i o n ,  a f t e r  h e a r i n g  t h e  
w f r w f t - 11 °  c a 8 e.  t h e  I n d i a n  S e c r e t a r y  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  t h e  t a x  
f a c e d  b ^ r r ^ T " ? 8  0 X c is e  w t ' 3 w r o n g  in  p r i n c i p l e .  W e  w e r e  

t , ; y3  C ,h “ m b ^ la " ‘ w h - ‘ h e  w a s  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  w i t h  a 
th is  q u e s t i o n  ^  0 l ’ 8 b  t he|'e w a s  a  d i s t i n c t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  o n
decisions wnr« t l-lly ratf ’ •b,ullCaahire should be hoard before final 
ehelter itselVr, u-'e'V. 1 ls useless for the Government to try to
draw nttei ti e ,U|<1 he passing of the Act by Mr. Montagu. I 
uo doubt I h n n t  tv.1 GSe- *.acts hecauso when I said that there was 
we formed th it ° *?osltlon ot 'he organised workers in Lancashire 
on wlmt ho? a «? r V °V ,,0r' 0nthoActt)l •Mr' Montagu at all  hut 
have boon tlin8 nnr h***f0’ a<rtW* of to-day is wbat would
enough in argument t °  yestcrday ' }  we had not been powerful 
was wrong W« ? °nvillC0 Indian Secretaries that the thing
pnbl.c onininr n  0ld, thl‘ ,; this necessitated by Indian
We believe ih i i i 1 re' ‘ y is *hat we do not beliove a word of it. 
circumstAhrP" * va^t .n3a8S °* the people in India under normal 
cet them n., e<lulre 'heir cotton goods as cheaply as they can 
world ,ey' are probably the poorest civilised people in the

( \ne 16 cheapest of goods, and we do not believe that 
... .mal°r,ty of Indian people demand these taxes in the way

y are imposed, fhat is a plain statement of fact as we soe it. 
e < o no- believe the argument that the vast majority of the 

ui ian people lave any interest at all in a protective duty against 
Lancashire cotton goods because we believe in normal times they 
"ant their goods as cheaply as possible.
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\ ( f  W l r  m E  L A N C A S E Im  d e p u t a t i o n
V. • fgffi) Wo say what reason was thore for imposing a protectiveShity • 

Was it. because India needed a protective duty to build up Irer* 
industry ? Why, at the very time we were confronted with the 
fait accompli—1 am speaking from memory— I think the average 
profits of Indian cotton firms were 90 per cent. So that it cannot 
bo argued that India needs this protection because without it 
she cannot make her industry pay. That I think has been proved 
to be wrong over and over again. The India Office is in posses
sion of sufficient figures ou that point without it being necessary 
for me to attempt to use any at all. Now, what the Lancashire 
workers say is this plainly and simply : “ We do not want any
preference over India; all we want is equality. If 10 Percent 
is put on our goods then we claim that 10 per cent should he 
put on the goods produced in India.’’ Wo claim that Indian 
industry in cotton is profitable enough without having an added 
protective duty. We also claim—and the figures are in the 
possession of the India Office— that the method o: imposing the 
tax is such as to impose a very considerable burden on a finished 
piece of Lancashire cloth that enters India, and it is very much 
open to doubt as to whothor the protective duty in actual fact 
does not amount to much more than the difference in the per
centage. I want again to emphasise the fact that so far as 
the Lancashire workers are concerned they ask for no pre- 
f< .ence for anybody. All they ask for is fair p]ay an(j t0 V)H 
placed on the same basis as everybody else, Indian manufacturers 
includod.

We ask ourselves what has Lancashire done to have become 
the Cinderella of the trades? All through the war without a 
complaint., without a murmur, we suffered • we were the m.lv

w h i t h  d M  « • * » .  w . "  d  r . k .
. 1 ’ j ’  . , n n v e i  u iu r m u r e d  a n d  w e  n e v e r  c o m p l a i n e d ,

•ill ' t h m  h . ! n f us ry  w a ? s t e p p e d  t o  a v e r y  c o n s i d e r a b l e  e x t e n t  
, 0 '^ a r ' ^ 6 d i d  n o t  ask  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  t h e

nt  i i In ° Br ^ ° 8' L h e  la r g e  s t a n d a r d  t r a d e s  Bent e v e r y  m a n  
.'  . 1  ° i ' , M  , n t o  tLo A r m y  w i t h o u t  a  m u r m u r  o r

i °  ^ Ul j e ,ore. ^be b u r d e n  o f  o u r  u n e m p l o y m e n t  d u r i n g
e var at.. a r r a n g e d  in  t h e  t r a d e  i ta o l f  t o  c a r r y  t h a t  b u r d e n ,  n ot

a f,  nfe' 0 w e r n m e n t  t o  i n t e r v e n e  t o  a n y  m a t e r i a l  e x t e n t  a t  
a . '  s a  ln a t< )r  0  *uot; w o  n o t  o t d y  s u f f e r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  w a r  
vithiru coi p  a m t  , w e  n o t  o n i y  g a v e  a ll  t h e  m e n  in  o u r  p r in c ip a l  
in d u s t r y  to t h e  A r m y  a n d  N a v y  w i t h o u t  c o m p l a i n t ,  b u t  w e
n . a ^ f p d  t h e  u n e m p l o y m e n t  w i t h o u t  a s k in g  t h e  S t a t e  t o  p u t  a  b i g  
®[a F 'lt. I,ur d is p o s a l .  W e  w e r e  a n d  a r o  n o w  t h e  C i n d e r e l l a  o f  
Un t r a d e s ,  a n d  w h e n  w e  c o m e  a lo n g  t o  t h e  I n d i a  O ff ice  w h e n  t h e s e
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\ • V /P'a®ed  u p o n  us  a n d  y o u  sa y  t h a t  t h o  A c t  p r e v e m ^ M i
\ *  f r e r f . i ! )| .p r fe r in g ,  w e  r e p l y  t h a t  a t  a n y  r a t e  y o u  c a n  m a k e  fr r e iro f l ‘- '*  

V ^ e p r e s h i f t a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e s e  t h i n g s  a r e  u n ju s t .  W e  h a v e  n e v e r  
h a d  y e t  t h o  s l i g h t e s t  a n n o u n c e m e n t  t h a t  a n y  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  a  
f r i e n d l y  c h a r a c t e r  has e v e r  b e e n  m a d e  t o  I n d i a  a t  a ll . N o w  t h a t  
is t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  a f fa irs  w e  f in d  o u r s e l v e s  in .  L e t  m o  r e p e a t  
a g a in  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  w e  h o l d  a n d  h o l d  m o s t  s t r o n g l y .  I t  is  
t h a t  I n d i a ,  in  i t s  c o t t o n  i n d u s t r y ,  ha s  n o  n e e d  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  ; 
t h a t  i f  c o t t o n  is t h e  o n e  t h i n g  t h a t  w i l l  b a l a n c e  t h e  B u d g e t  b y  
t a x a t i o n ,  t h e n  a  c o u n t e r v a i l i n g  e x c i s e ,  s h o u l d  m e e t  t h e  d u t y  p la c e d  
o n  c o t t o n  g o o d s .  W e  a s k  f o r  n o  p r e f e r e n c e  o v e r  a n y b o d y .  A l l  
w e  a s k  is t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  b e  p u t  o n  a n  e q u a l  b a s is  w i t h  e v e r y b o d y  
e lso ,  a n d  w o  t h i n k  w o  h a v e  a  c l a i m  f r o m  t h e  r e c o r d  o f  o u r  t r a d e  
d u r i n g  th o  w a r  a n d  f r o m  th o  sa c r i f i c e s  t h a t  i t  h a s  m a d o  s in c e  
t h e  w ar .

S i r  W i l l i a m  B a r t o n  : I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  r e c a l l  t h e  f a c t  t h a t
t h i s  is a v o r y  o ld  a g i t a t io n .  M a n y  o f  us  h a v e  b e e n  in  t h i s  r o o m  
t im o  a n d  t im e  a g a in ,  y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r .  U p  t o  1 9 1 6  o u r  e f f o r t s  
d i d  s u c c e e d  in  r e p e l l in g  t a x a t i o n  in  I n d i a  w h i c h  w a s  n o t  c o u n t e r -  
S m a ” e i ! T  I  w a n t  t o  r e p r e s e n t ,  i f  L m a y  f o r  a  m o m e n t ,  
thhere  16Ve \° b e  t h ® t r u 0  ^ d i a n  v i e w .  I  q u i t e  r e c o g n i s e  t h a t  

h a v e  r8C ? e y  a  P O bV ° T  in  I n d i a  w h o  is  n o t  a  P r o t e c t i o n i s t ,  
o n e —- a n d  I h a v e  m e t  a  g r e a t  m a n y - w h o  d o e s  n o t

' ™ " n yi d 6 S i r - P r 0 te f ' , Ve„  d u t i e s  { o r  i n d i a .  B u t  1 h a v e  s o m e  
r , a c ^ P C Iien co  o f  I n d i a  a n d  o f  t h e  i n t e n s e  p o v e r t y  o f  t h e
in  fh ;  °  ^ c o u n t r y .  I k e y  l i v e  in  a  s t a t e  o f  p o v e r t y  u n k n o w n
n o  r .' . f cC0Uri, l y  at. a n y  t i m e  o r  u n d e r  a n y  c o n d i t i o n s ,  a n d  I h a v e  
H u t  u  i b e l i e v e  a n d  I h a v e  n e v e r  h e a r d  a n y  o b s e r v a t i o n s  
nt.r o  ( ,  e a d  .m e  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  r y o t  in  I n d i a  k n o w s  a n y t h i n g  
l  , 313 t a x a t i o n .  I f  he d i d  k n o w  a b o u t  i t ,  a n d  i f  h o  k n e w  w h a t
o f  m i t t 6 d  S0 t o  d a y  b y  M r .  W a d d i n g t o n ,  t h a t  r m u s t
fa r  f ro m  q  lnc.l'e a se  t h e  p r i c e  o f  h is  c l o t h i n g ,  I f e e l  s u re  t h a t ,  s o
t a x  U  \  a  b ° P u l a r  t a x ,  i t  w o u l d  h o  an in t e n s e ly  u n p o p u l a r
w i t h  wh*\ ° J  m We d i d  m a n a g e  t o  o p p o s e  t h i s  t a x a t i o n .  1 a g r e e  

D(at; T o m  S h a w  h a s  sa id  t h a t  I t h i n k  M r .  C h a m b e r l a i n  
n o -  - t im e .  I t  w a s  a n  o ld  a g i t a t i o n .  G o v e r n -
g  ' ' ,  a ‘ G o v e r n m e n t  h a d  y i e l d e d  t o  L a n c a s h i r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s .  
pomp  ,y  , e 'J t h e r e  vvas t o  b e  a  c h a n g e  o f  p o l i c y  t h o  i n t e r e s t s  
di r i n p .  ®h°ld d  h a v e  b e e n  c o n s u l t e d .  1 a d m i t  t h a t  i t  w a s  d o n e  
m i l l i o n s  &f **m °  ' 7 a r ’ a ° d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a  an o f f e r  o f  a  h u n d r e d
t h a t  b e i n J 0 m  t b e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  t o  a ss is t  in  t h o  w ar ,  a n d  
n o t h i n ^  m s,J w e ‘ r e lu c t a n t ly  in  t h e  e n d  a g r e e d  t h a t  w e  w o u l d  sa y  
s p e c ia l ly  to  *h abo .u c  ' t .  T h e n ,  L o r d  W i n t e r t o n ,  I w a n t  y o u  \ o r y  

6:11 ln m i n d  t h a t  w e  b a d  n p e r f e c t ly  d e f i n i t e  p r o m is e

TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE



( i f m  ) r  t h e  L a n c a s h i r e  R e p u t a t i o n  |
a t w p a t  " t itne  t h a t  b e f o r e  a n y t h i n g  f u r t h e r  w a s  d o n e  a ll  i t i f t r l l A  1 

V ' j c g m g j ^ d  w o u l d  h e  t a k e n  i n t o  c o n s u l t a t i o n .  T h e  n e x t  t h i n g  w e  
wrere c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  w a s  a f u r t h e r  in c r e a s e  o f  t a x a t i o n  w i t h o u t  
a n y  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w h a t e v e r .  1 u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  ju s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h a t  
t o  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  n e w  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  A c t .  T h e  l a s t  t-irno 
w o  w e r o  in  t h i s  r o o m ,  S ir ,  t h e  e x p e r t s  b r o u g h t  f o r w a r d  b y  M r .  
M o n t a g u  d i d  n o t  p l e a d  t h a t  Act, ; w h a t  t h e y  d i d  say  w a s  t h a t  i t  
w a s  p u r e ly  a fiscal m e a s u r e ,  t h a t  t h e  m o n e y  h a d  t o  b e  f o u n d  a n d  
t h a t  i t  w a s  c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  th is  w a s  t h e  b e s t  w a y  t o  f in d  t h e  m o n e y  ; 
s o  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  in  c l e a r  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  p r o m i s e  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  
m a d e  t o  us. R e v e r t i n g  f o r  a  m o m e n t  t o  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  
A c t ,  i t  d o e s  a p p e a r  t o  m e  t h a t  t h e r e  is n o t h i n g  o n  t h e  fa ce  o f  t h a t  
A r t  w h i c h  r e d u c e s  t h e  p o w e r  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  in  C o u n c i l  
t o  i n t e r v e n e  in  t h e s o  m a t t e r s .  I a m  a w a r o  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  
C o m m i t t e e  d o e s  i n d e e d  i m p l y  s u c h  a  p o w o r ,  b u t  ar e  w e  t o  b e  g u i d e d  
b v  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  a  C o m m i t t e  o r  b y  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  o n  t h e  S t a t u t e  
B o o k  ? T h e r e  is a  c l e a r  c o n f l i c t  o f  o p i n i o n  o n  t h a t  m a t t e r .  I h a v e  
r e a d  t b o  A c t  m a n y  t im e s  a n d  i t  s e e m s  t o  m e  q u i t e  c le a r  t h a t  w e  
h a v e  p r a c t i c a l l y  t h e  s a m e  p o w e r  a l t h o u g h  p e r h a p s  in  a  d i f f e r e n t  
s p i r i t ,— m o r e  a  p o w e r  o f  c o - o p e r a t i o n  b u t  st i l l  a p o w e r — a n d  t h a t  w e  
are  st i l l  j o in t  t r u s te e s  w i t h  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  c f  I n d ia  f o r  t h e  c o n d i 
t i o n  o i  I n d ia .  W i t h  t h a t  p o w e r  in  y o u r  h a n d  I  t h in k  w e  c a n  fa i r ly  
a sk  y o u  t o  t a k e  i n t o  ci ’  s i d e r a t i o n  t h e  w h o le  p r o b l e m  b o t h  f r o m  t h e  
L a n c a s h i r e  s i d e — o r  r a t h e r  i s h o u ld  l ik e  t o  sa y  f r o m  t b o  B r i t i s h  
side— a n d  t h e  I n d i a n  s id e .  W e  d o  n o t  c o n t e m p l a t e  a n y t h in g  in  th e
y. a y  o f  a n t a g o n i s m  b e t w e e n  L o n d o n  a n d  D e lh i  ; n o t h i n g  o f  t h e  k i n d .  
I n d e e d ,  S ir , 1 t h i n k  I m a y  te ll  y o u  t h is  t h a t  a  S u b - C o m m i t t e e  o f  
t b o  L a n c a s h i r e  M e m b e r s  m e t  in M a n c h e s te r  s o m e  l i t t le  t i m e  a g o  
a m i  w e  w e r e  c o n f r o n t e d  w i th  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e r e  w a s  an  i n t e n t i o n  
a m o n g s  rnaiiu ac urers  t o  ra ise  an  e x t e n s i v e  p u b l i c  a g i t a t i o n .
1 i,r  ̂ ' ■ . '  ’  !r !e a  P u b l i c i t y  C o m m i t t e e ,  a n d  w e  as a  b o d y

rati i u n a n im o u s  y t o  th e  c o n c lu s i o n  t h a t  w e  w o u l d  d o  a l l  w e  c o u l d  
o  & ° P  ttr*y ra to  t o  p o s t p o n e  i t  a n d  t h e  d e p u t a t i o n  to  y o u
? '  B,y. a r g c  y  a u f  8 f r o m  th a t .  W e  are  m o s t  a n x i o u s  t h a t  t h e r e  

°1I- . fl ,n?  l lu ’ Ic H i - fee l in g  b e c a u s e  w e  f o o l  su re  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  d o
«...t i l in g  ju harm . B u t  w e  a lso  foo l  su ro  t h a t  y o u  o a n  d o  s o m e t h i n g  
t o  h e lp  us  :n th is  m a t t e r  a n d  t h a t  th e  p a s t  r e c o r d  o f  yoiur p r e d e 
c e s s o r s  iri tfsc.li ju s t i f i e s  y o u  in d o i n g  so .  W b o t  1 d o  w a n t  t o  a sk  
yt', is h i s :  D o  y o u  t h i n k  t h a t  u n d e r  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  

' - u ar e  ’ ' i ' i ' 1 1 °  s o m e  e x t e n t  t o  h e lp  u s  in  this- m a t t e r  ; a re  y o u  
w  i . l in g  to  d o  so, are  j  n s e iz e d  w i t h  o u r  case  a n d  d o  y o u  r e a l ' . e  th a t  
J>ancus-hire stilt hai: t h e  sa m e  r ig h t  o f  i n t e r v e n t i o n  w h i c h  s h e  ! :ad  in  
t h e  past  l W e  c o m e  h e r e  w i t h  t h a t  f r i e n d l y  a p p e a l  a s k in g  f o r  y o u r  
f r i e n d l y  h e lp ,
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S i r  R y l a n d  A t k i n a : — I s p e a k  f o r  t h e  m o m e n t  as  o n e  w h o  

h a a t r i j  p e r s o n a l  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c o t t o n  t r a d e  b u t  w h o s o  d u t y  a n d  
w h o s e  i n c l i n a t i o n  i t  h a s  b e e n  t o  w a t c h  w h a t  is  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h is  
c o n t r o v e r s y  u p o n  t h e  L a n c a s h i r e  p u b l i c  o f  a l l  k i n d s .  1 f e e l  i t  m y  
d u t y  t o  ass u r e  y o u  t h a t  w b a t  m y  f r i e n d  S i r  W i l l i a m  B a r t o n  h a s  
s a id  is  p e r f e c t l y  t r u e ,  t h a t  w e  h a v e  u s e d  e v e r y  i n f l u e n c e  t o  p r e v e n t  
p u b l i c  a g i t a t i o n  a n d  t o  m a k e  o u r  c o n s t i t u e n t s  a n d  o u r  f r i e n d s  
r o a l is e  t h e  d i f f i c u l t  p o s i t i o n  o f  G o v e r n m e n t  a s  b e t w e e n  I n d i a  a n d  
E n g l a n d .  A t  t h o  s a m e  t i m e  w o  ar e  a n x i o u s  t o  i m p r e s s  u p o n  y o u  
t h a t  t h o  fe e l in g  o f  L a n c a s h i r e  in  t h i s  m a t t e r  is  fa r  g r a v e r ,  is  
fa r  m o r e  w i d e s p r e a d ,  is fa r  m o r e  i n t e r t w i n e d  w i t h  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  
c o u n t r y  th a n  w a u l d  a p p e a r  t o  b e  t h e  c a s e  w h e n  t h e r o  h a s  b e e n  so  
l i t t l e  c o n s p i c u o u s  p u b l i c  a g i t a t i o n .  I t  g o e s  b e y o n d  p o l i t i c a l  
d i f f e r e n c e s .  I t  t r a n s c e n d s  th o r n .  I t  a f f e c t s  d o z e n s  o f  b u s i n e s s e s  
w h o s o  a c t u a l  a n d  p e r s o n a l  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c o t t o n  t r a d e  i s  n o t  
as  c l o s e  a n d  i n t i m a t e  as is  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  m a n y  o t h e r s .  I d o  n o t  
w a n t  t o  la y  s t re s s  o n  w h a t  has h a p p o n e d  in  t h e  p a s t  b u t  i m p r e s 
s io n s  h a v e  b e e n  g i v e n  b y  G o v e r n m e n t  in  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h a t  t h e y  
w o u l d  d o  t h in g s  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  u n a b l e  t o  d o  T h e r e  i s  a  w i d e s p r e a d  
im p r e s s i o n  t h a t  u n d e r  t h e  g u i s e  a n d  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  s o l f - g o v e r n -  
m e n t ,  o u r  G o v e r n m e n t  is  b e i n g  c o m p e l l e d  t o  d o  w h a t  a n  o l i g a r c h y  
o  B o m b a y  c o t t o n  m e r c h a n t s  a n d  c o t t o n  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  r e q u i r o  a n d  
is  n o t  d o i n g  t h a t  w h i c h  is n e c e s s a r y  o r  r o a l l y  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  m a ss  
o  t h e  p e o p l e .  1 c a n n o t  p u t  t l id  c a s e  q u i t e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e l y  b j  
r e  e r r in g  t o  t h e  w e l l - k n o w n  p a s s a g e  in  o n e  o f  S i r  W a l t e r  S c o t t ' t  
n o v e l s ,  w i t h  w h i c h  L o r d  W i n t e r t o n  w i l l  b e  f a m i l ia r ,  w h e n  K i n g  

ic a rd  C o e u r  d o  L i o n  w a s  a s k e d  w h i c h  w a s  t h e  m o r e  d a n g e r o u s ,  
n n e o  K e n  e lm  0 f  S c o t l a n d  w h o  w a s  t h e n  u n d e r  h is  i n f l u e n c e  o r  t h e  
u tan i a la d in ,  a n d  t h e  f a m o u s  p h r a s e  w a s  t h e n  u s e d :  A  w i l d

c a t  in  th e  c h a m b e r  is m o r e  d a n g e r o u s  t h a n  a  l i o n  in  t h e  d o s e t t . ”  
anc. ire  ’ 3 c ' 0Sli , 0  h e l p  i f  i t  is  not, a c t u a l l y  a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h o  
m p ir o ,  a n d  w o  d e s i r e  f r o m  y o u ,  M y  L o r d ,  f r o m  L o r d  P e e l ,  a n d  

f r o m  t h e  C a b i n e t  an  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  w h a t  w e  k n o w  t o  b e  y o u r  sense,  
o f  s t a t e s m a n s h i p  t h a t  r e a l  c o n t e n t  a t  h o m e  is  as  v i t a l ,  o v e n  m o r o  
v i t a l ,  t h a n  a n y t h in g  e lse  f o r  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  n o t  o n l y  o f  G r e a t  
B r i t a i n  b u t  o f  t h e  E m p i r e  !

The Under-Secretary’s Reply

E a r i  W i n t e r t o n  : — N o  G o v e r n m e n t  in  p o w e r  in  t h i s  c o u n t r y  
c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  u n d e r  a n y  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a f fo r d  t o  i g n o r e  r e p r e s e n t s ,  

mils nmde t o  i t  b y  su ch  nn i m p o r t a n t  i n t e r e s t  as  t h a t  o f  t h o  
■ancashire c o t t o n  i n t e r e s t ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  i t  m a y  u o t  f e d  a b le  t o  a c t  

h p o n  t h o s e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  I s h o u l d  l i k e  first  o f  a ll  t o  d e a l  v e r y

/ | ° / a ^ ^ 2 ]  TO TEE  S EcllETA ltY  OF STATE



V l ® f y  w i t h  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p o i n t  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  r a i s e d .  I f f  j 
a t  o n c e  say  t h a t  o f  c o u r s e  t h e  u l t i m a t e  f in a n c ia l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  u n d e r  
t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d ia  A c t  r e s ts  w i t h  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e ,  b u t  
I  t h i n k  it. w i l l  b o  g e n e r a l ly  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  
m u s t  h a v e  w i d e  l a t t i t u d e  in  d e c i d i n g  t h e  s t e p s  t o  b o  t a k e n  in  p a r t i 
c u la r  in s ta n c e s .  1 t h i n k  n o  o n e  w o u l d  q u a r r e l  w i t h  th a t .  I  tu r n  
f r o m  t h a t  t o  d e a l ,  if  I m a y  d o  so , w i t h  t h e  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  o f  th e  
d e p u t a t i o n  i t s e l f  o n  th is  m a tte r .  I f  I w e r e  in c l i n e d  t o  d o  s o — b u t  
I  w a n t  t o  a v o i d  i t  i f  p o s s ib l e — I t h i n k  I c o u ld  p u t  s o m e  o f  y o u  in 
r a t h o r  a  d i l e m m a .  I t  is q u i t e  o b v i o u s  t h a t  t h e  u n iv e r s a l  t e a c h in g  
o f  h is to r y  is t h a t  rea l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  in t h e  l o n g  r u n  is  b a s e d  u p o n  
fiscal a u t o n o m y .  T h a t  i s  o b v i o u s .  1 r e g a r d  t h i s  d e p u t a t i o n  as a  
f r i e n d l y  d e p u t a t i o n  b u t  i f  I  w a n t e d  t o  p u t  y o u  in  a d i l e m m a  I  
w o u l d  sa y  th is  t o  y o u :  A l l  y o u r  a r g u m e n t s  are  r e a l ly  a r g u m e n t s  
a g a in s t  e v e r  g r a n t i n g  fiscal a u t o n o m y  t o  I n d i a  ; t h e r e f o r e  t h e y  aro  
a r g u m e n t s  againBt a d v a n c e  a l o n g  t h e  p a t h  t o  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  w h i c h  
t’ aa b e e n  r e fe r r e d  t o  b y  t h e  la te  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  a n d  o t h e r s .  I f  
y o u  a c c e p t  m y  a r g u m e n t ,  rea l ,  c o m p l e t e ,  se lf  g o v e r n m e n t  m u s t  a l w a y s  
h e  b a s e d  o n  fiscal a u t o n o m y .  H o w e v e r ,  d o  n o t  l e t  us  ra ise  t h a t  
p o i n t  a t  th is  m o m e n t .  1 w o u l d  o n l y  v e n t u r e  t o  say  w i t h  all  
reepoc .t  t h a t  s o o n e r  o r  l a t o r — w h e n  t h is  q u e s t i o n  c o m e s  t o  b e  t h e  
s u b j e c t  o f  p u b l i c  c o n t r o v e r s y  a n d  p u b l i c  d e b a t e ,  n o t  p e r h a p s  in  th is  
P a r l i a m e n t  b u t  in  a  f u t u r e  P a r l ia m e n t ,  w h e n  th e  a d v a n c e  is  a g a in  
m a d e ,  w h ic h ,  I s u p p o s o ,  w e  a l l  h o p e  w il l  b e  m a d e  as a n t i c i p a t e d  b y
P a r l i a m e n t  —  t h e n  P a r l i a m e n t  w i l l  h a v e  t o  m a k e  u p  its  m i n d  w h e n
t h e  q u e s t i o n  is m o s t  e m p h a t ic a l l y  b r o u g h t  u p  o f  t h o  c o t t o n  in t e r e s t  
ot  L a n c a s h i r e ,  w i t h  all i ts  m a g n i f i c e n t  r e c o r d  o f  s e r v ice  a n d  d e v o t i o n  
t o  t h e  E m p i r e ,  o n  w h i c h  leg  it  s ta n d s ,  w h e t h e r  i t  is p r e p a r e d  to  
w y  i t  w il l  g r a n t  c o m p le t e  fiscal a u t o n o m y  to  I n d ia  o r  n o t ,  I a d m i t  
t h e  q u e s t i o n  d o o s  n o t  ar iso  a t  th e  m o m e n t ,  but. 1 t h i n k  i t  is  leg i t i -  
in to  t o  r e fe r  t o  i t  a t  th is  p o i n t .  S i r  W i l l i a m  B a r t o n  sa id  t h a t  i t  is 
k n o w n  t o  e v e r y o n e  w h o  k n o w s  I n d ia  t h a t  t h e r e  is  n o t  a  p o l i t i c i a n  
in  In d ia  w h o  is  n o t  a  P r o t e c t i o n i s t ,  f r o m  w h ic h  i t  f o l l o w s  t h a t  i f a 
fu tu r o  G o v e r n m e n t — it  m a y  b e  a L a b o u r  G o v e r n m e n t  o r  a n y  o t h e r  
G o v e r n m e n t — g a v e  c o m p l e t e  fiscal a u t o n o m y ,  i t  w o u ld  b o  a s s u m e d  
tbv .1, i t  w o u ld  be  t h e  w is h  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  t h e y  B hould  h a v e  t> 
a  p r o t e c t i v e  sy ste m .  S o  t h a t  w h i l e  s o m e  o f  y o u  m a y  t h i n k  i t  is  
d a n g e r o u s  g r o u n d  f o r  th e  I n d i a  O ff ice ,  i t  is  a lso  d a n g e r o u s  g r o u n d  
f o r  the  L a n c a s h ir e  c o t t o n  i n t e r e s t  b e c a u s e  s o o n e r  o r  l a t e r  in  th e  
lo n g  ru n  i t  w i l l  p u t  y o u  in  a  d i l e m m a .  I c o m e  n o w  t o  a m u c h  
e a s ie r  p a r t  o f  th e  case  f r o m  y o u r  p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  a n d  m y  p o i n t  
o f  v i e w ,  in  w h ic h  y o u  a s k — a n d  it  y o u  w i l l  a l l o w  m e  t o  say  so ,
I  t h i n k  it  is  a  p e r f e c t l y  fa ir  r e q u e s t — t h a t  t h e r e  s h o u ld  b e  t h e  
c l o s e s t  c o  o p e r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h i s  c o u n t r y  a n d
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v  t h e s e  m a t t e r s .  I  a m  s u r e  y o u  w i l l  a g r e e  t h a t  i t  I ^ U E L
'^n w g  / o r  m ° t o  m a k e  a n y  s t a t e m e n t  o n  t h a t  s u b j e c t  in  t h e  

a b s e n c e  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e ,  b u t  I  m a y  s a y  t h a t  I  f e e l  c o n 
v i n c e d  in  m y  o w n  m i n d  t h a t  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  w o u l d  a g r e e  
m o s t  fu l ly  a n d  f r e e l y  t o  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  t h e  c l o s e s t  c o  o p e r a t i o n  
s h o u l d  e i a s t .  T h e  o t h e r  m a t t e r  t h a t  y o u  d e a l t  w i t h  w a s  o f  s o m e 
w h a t  t h e  sa m e  k i n d .  Y o u  a s k e d  t h a t  t h e  v i e w s  o f  y o u r  g r e a t  
i n d u s t r y  m i g h t  b e  r e p r e s e n t e d  v e r y  c l e a r l y  t o  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  
I n d i a ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  m igh t ,  a t  a ll  t i m e s  b e  k e p t  in  c l o s e  t o u c h  w i t h  
y o u r  v i e w s ,  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  y o u r  v i e w s ,  o n  p a r t i c u l a r  i n s t a n c e s  
t h a t  m a y  ar ise .  1 t h i n k  1 c a n  w i t h o u t  c o m m i t t i n g  a n y  b r e a c h  o f  
r u le s  o f  e t t i q u e t t e  in  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  t h o  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  g i v e  a  
c o m p l e t e  a ss u r a n c e  o n  t h a t  s u b j e c t .  S o  fa r  as  m y  h u m b l e  d u t i e s  
in  t h e  H o u s e  o f  C o m m o n s  ar e  c o n c e r n e d ,  I c o n s i d e r  i t  is  o n e  o f  t h e  
m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  o f  t h e m  t o  k e e p  in  t o u c h  w i t h  t h o  h o n o u r a b l e  
g e n t l e m e n  w h o  f o r m  t h o  d e p u t a t i o n  a n d  c o n s t a n t l y  t o  h e a r  t h e i r  
v i e w s ,  a n d ,  a l t h o u g h  I m a y  n o t  a g r e e  w i t h  t h e m ,  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e m  
, ?  m y  °  l l e f ’ a , ‘ d  t o  a s k  h l m > as I  k n o w  h e  w i l l  d o ,  t o  r e p r e s e n t  
nh r „  *  ,the. G o v o r " ™ n t  o f  I n d ia .  H a v i n g  d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  q u e s t i o n

w i t h  r e c a b  ' T  tflUrn. t0  ? n e  ° r t w o  m a t t o r 3  t h a t  h a v 0  b e e n  r a i s e d  
e i sr r la ° “ , w  dUtI6S th,6m 8elveS 1 should like “ > P o in t  o u t  in  

A s s e m h l v  W 1  h f v . a 8 n  re8U‘ fc ° f  t h e  a o t i o '* t a k e n  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  
o u o  t h b  he  CUBt? m s  D u t y  a " d  E x c i s e  D u t y  a r e  in  s t a t u s
l i o i a t i v  1 ° y  a lB  111 tk a  s a m e  p o s i t i o n  a s  t h e y  w e r e  l a s t  y e a r .  
rColative ly  y o u  ar e  n o  w o r s e  o f f  t h a n  y o u  w e r e  la s t  y e a r .

1 : W e  w c r o  bet fcer  0 ,r  t h e n .  T h e r e  is n o t  m u c h
c o m f o r t  in  t h a t  s t a t e m e n t  o f  y o u r s — i8 t h e r e  ?

c r i r r e b 31,- ^ ‘ n t e r t ° n  : E x c e p t  t h is ,  t h a t  i f  y o u r  a r g u m e n t s  ar e
d m i  ’ V i !  ' J ° 1 ! ' a v e  b o e n  worB e  o f f  h u d  t h e y  p a s s e d  t h o  i n c r e a s e d  
f a c t  vnn n a Pld y  r e a s o n  f o r  r e f e r r i n g  t o  i t .  A s  a m a t t e r  o f
b e e n  r a is e d  ^  i V i ^ i ! ^  kett0 .r o f f  b e c a u s e  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  t a r i f f  h a s  
c o t t o n  d u H n o  b l n k  i t  i s  fa i r  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  s h o u l d  r e a l i s e  t h a t  t h e  
talci  f ’ '  " 11 n o w  b e  ^ P0r c e n t  b e l o w  t h e  g e n e r a l  t a r i f f  ; s o  t h a t ,
l in t  f f  10 eaSe °  , a  g e , l t i e m a n  n o t  c o m i n g  f r o m  t h e  L a n c a s h i r e  d i s t r i c t  
_ .  ; *o m  son} °  o t h e r  p a r t  o f  E n g l a n d  w h o  is a n  i m p o r t e r  i n t o  I n d i a  

o  er g o o d s ,  he  m i g h t  say  :  “ l a m  w o r s e  o f f  r e l a t iv e l y  th u n  t h e
L a n c a s h ir e  c o t t o n  i n t e r e s t . ”  T h a t  is t h e  e f f e c t  o f  w h a t  has 
m p p e n e d  in  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  B u d g e t ,  so  t h a t  M r .  S h a w 's  p o i n t  

n o t  , o t t " n t r a d e  ha& b e c o r n e  t h e  C i n d e r e l l a  o f  t h e  t r a d e s  d o c s  
1„ i i aT IJ  .b?  *a r  as  L i d i a  is  c o n c e r n e d ,  b e c a u s e  c o t t o n  i s  4  p e r  c e n t  
r C d ^ hU: : 0 t k e r  t r a d e s - I t  is n o  p a r t  o f  m y  d u t y  t o  s p e a k  as 
g e n e r a l l y *  * l t l l d e  ° I  t*1e G o v e r n m e n t  h e r e  t o w a r d s  t h e  m a t t e r



' Go% \

\. V ( f a  Mr/ Tom Shaw : There is no comparison betwoen the'jwltan 
\\ and "any other trade in India. k J

Wintetton : I was well aware of tho prodominance of
the cotton trade ; i was not so ignorant as not to be aware of that, 
but still there are other imports into India from this country, and 
no doubt tho persons who run those trade here are anxious to 
increase those imports; they wish to do trade.

Mr. Greenwood : May I ask the noble lord if he will deal- i'jr 
a moment with the point raised about splitting t*ie ,' lt erence 
between customs and excise!

Earl Winterton : I am afraid you will not regard this as
satisfactory because I can make no sort of promise or statement as 
to alterations of the duty in the Budgot next year: I can only
make representations. I will put your representations before the 
Secretaiy of State. 1 should like before I sit down to make a 
suggestion. It is sometimes said that the Members of the Govern- 
mort (I am afraid it is true of some Ministers, do not mean in this 
Government, but in Governments 1 have seen) are not always 
willing to have a discussion in the House of Commons, but I 
venture to say in this case that 1 tnink it would be very usefi-1 if 
these questions were raised in the House of Commons and we had 
a discussion 1 would welcome and I believe my honourable friond 
would welcome un opportunity of having a further debate on the 
subject when it can be explained more in detail,

i f  t h e  La n c a s h i r e  De p u t a t i o n  C r m iis
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i he Indian Debate

s.
HOUSE OF COMMONS—I f  I'll JUNE 1922

The House of Commons went into Committee of Supply 
o n  15th J u n e  1922 when on the motion for the India Office, 
v o t e  a  general debate on the Indian situation ensued The 
to.lowing-,are important extracts from the debate.

Motion made, and Question proposed,
that a sum, not exceeding £75,000, be granted to His Majesty, to 

complete the sum necessary to defray the charge which, will come in . course 
of payment during the year ending on the 31st day of March, 1923, for a 
contribution towards the cod of the Department of His Majesty's . Secretary 
°J State for India in Council including a Grant in-Aid.” —(Note t 
£■(5,000 has been voted on account.)

. ,d ^ eP ncCer Secretary of State for India (Earl Winterton) :
? . . Committee is aware, this Vote is almost the only occasion 

wi un the Parliamentary year when the affairs of India, as a whole 
can ie discussed in this House. The Debates which arise from time 
to time on Adjournment Motions, the Consolidated Fund Bill, and 
„ ' e i ê, are usually, from the nature of the case, of a desultory kind, 
consequently, following precedent, I propose at the outset this after- 

oon do my capacity as representative in this House of my Noble 
r‘7- the Secretary of State for India, to give a review of the 

!'° i leal, financial and general situation in India. I will endeavour 
o compress my remarks as much as possible, realising that the Com- 

r » e «  7 8 , ' nt°lcrant of lengthy statements, and further, having 
e lack of my mind recollections of the dim and distant past 

o having made speeches from the benches in another quarter of the 
ouse piotesting against the undue length of time occupied by 

prominent speakers on both sides. I admit that a subject which at 
one time in our Debates were considered dull in the extreme is 
to-day, I am afraid, of vivid, painful, and ever-present interests to the 
inhabitants of almost every country in the world with tho possible 
exception of the principality of Monaco— l refer to taxation and 
finance. I am afraid that I shall have to ask the Committee to bear 
wi.h rne while I give a good number of figures in this connection.
. >ndia Government finance for the financial year which has just 

1 l ’\’e ' ^oar 1921-22, has come under tho full blast of the world 
>aUe depression, and it is inevitable that India, which has always 

13(a)



x M ° 8^ /th e  T  w  3 b e e "  0 X Pe r ien c i ,1& in  a  v e r y  s p e c ia l  d e g r e e .  
\ p i i 9 t H ^ h o u t  t h e  W a r  years ,  r e a l l y  u n t i l  th e  e n d  o f  1 9 2 0 ,  I n d i a  e n 

j o y e d  w h a t  is g e n e r a l ly  d e s c r i b e d  as a  f a v o u r a b l e  b a la n c e  o f  t r a d e  in 
r e s p e c t  o f  h er  e x p o r t s  a n d  i m p o r t s  o f  m e r c h a n d i s e .  In  t h e  y e a r  
1 9 19 2 0 ,  t h e  f a v o u r a b le  b a la n c e  in  r e s p e c t  o f  m e r c h a n d i s e  e x c l u d i n g  
t r e a s u r e ,  w a s  as h i g h  as 1 1 9  c r o r e s .  I u  t h e  y e a r  f o l l o w i n g  1 9 2 0 -2 1
t h e  p o n d u lu m  s w u n g  r o u n d  v i o l e n t ly ,  w h e n  t h e  I n d i a n  t r a d e  s t a t i s 
t ics  o f  n e t  im p o r t s  o f  m e r c h a n d i s e  a m o u n t e d  t o  7 8  c ro r e s .  In 19 2 1 -  
1 9 2 2  th e r e  was, f o r t u n a t e l y ,  s o m e  i m p r o v e m e n t  as  t h e  a d v e r s e  
b a la n c e  ha d  b e e n  c o n s id e r a b ly  r e d u c e d ,  a n d  t h e  f ig u r e s  f o r  t h e  y e a r  
s h o w i n g  a n e t  i m p o r t  o f  m e r c h a n d i s e  o f  2 3  c r o r e s .  F u r t h e r ,  in th a t  
c o n n e c t i o n ,  i t  is s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o  n o t e  t h a t  in  F e b r u a r y  a n d  M a r c h  o f  
th is  y e a r  t h e r e  w as  a c t u a l ly  a  n e t  e x p o r t  o f  o v e r  S c r o r e s  ; a n d  e v e n ,  
a l l o w i n g  fo r  t r a n s a c t i o n s  in  t r e a s u r y  o f  wrb i c h  I n d ia  n o r m a l l y  im p o r t s  
a  g r e a t  d e a l ,  th e  s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  t h e  t h r e e  m o n t h s ,  F e b r u a r y  to  A p r i l  last , 
in  g o o d s  an d  t re a su r e  c o m b i n e d ,  e x h i b i t  a  f a v o u r a b l e  b a la n c e  t o  I n d ia  
a m o u n t i n g  t o  th r e e  c r o r e s .  T h e s e  f ig u r e s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  th e  c o r n e r  
has n o w  b e e n  t u r n e d  as all o f  us  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  I n d i a  m o s t  d e v o u t l y  
h o p e  t h a t  i t  has b e e n  a n d  i t  is  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s a t i s fa c to r y  t h a t  th e  
e x p o r t  f igu res  f o r  M a r c h  a n d  A p r i l  la s t  in d i c a t e  an i m p r o v e m e n t  
o v e r  th e  p o s i t i o n  in  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  m o n t h  o f  th e  y e a r  1 9 2 1 .  I 
w o u ld  a d d  in t h is  c o n n e c t i o n  t h a t  th e  r e a c t io n  f r o m  th e  a b n o r m a l  
c o n d i t i o n s  p r e v a i l i n g  d u r i n g  th e  -W ar has b e e n  o f  s e r i o u s ' f in a n c ia l  
c o n c e r n  to  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  ot In d ia  ns to  a n y  o t h e r  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  
t h e  w o r l d ,  t h a t  th e  p o s i t io n  in  I n d ia  w a s  c o m p l i c a t e d  b y  t h e  fa c t  
u  t t h is  w o r  - r c a ^ m n  a ' m o s t e x a c t l y  co i t ,a id e d  w i t h  the  i n t r o d u c t i o n  
°| A c t  d 6  m a c h in e r y  b y  th e  p u t t i n g i i n t o  o p e r a t i o n

Financial Situation

n, fi,n a fn ce  ,las a,lw a y s b e e n  h a n d le d  o n  c o n s e r v a t i v e  l ines ,
a n d - t o  t h e  fact m u s t  be  a s c r ib e d  t h e h i g h c r e d i t t h a t t h e G o v e r n -  
m e n t  o f  " d i a  has fo r  m a n y  y e a r s  e n j o y e d  in  t h e  m a r k e t s  o f  th e  
w o r ld .  In 1 9 2 1 - 2 2  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  h a d  t o  fa ce  a f in an c ia l  
p r o b le m  a g g r a v a t e d  b y  a h e a v y  fall in  th e  e x c h a n g e ,  an u n p r e c e d e n t 
ed  tisc. in p r ices ,  a n d  large  m i l i t a r y  e x p e n d i t u r e  n e c e s s i t a t e d  b y  u n 
s e t t le d  f r o n t i e r  c o n d i t i o n s .  T h e y  h o p e d ,  b y  m e a n s  o f  c a r e fu l  
e c o n o m i e s  an d  b y  t h e  i m p o s i t i o n  o f  f r e s h  t a x a t i o n ,  a m o u n t i n g  t o  17 5  
c ro r e s ,  t o  o b t a in  in 1 9 2 1 - 2 2  an e q u i l i b r iu m  B u d g e t .  U n h a p p i l y  
th o s e  h o p e s  w e r p  n o t  fu l f i l le d ,  la r g e ly  o w i n g  t o  the  w o r ld  t ra d e  

1111 ,UK- °  h e a v y  b u t  a b s o lu t e ly  n e c e s s a r y  m i l i t a r y  c h a r g e s  T h e r e  
w as  a lso  in th e  sa m e  y e a r  a  d e c l i n e  in  th e  E s t im a t e  o f  C u s t o m s  
r e c e ip t s  a m o u n t i n g  to o v e r  f o u r  c r o r e s  a n d  u n d e r  th e  n e t  r e c e i p t s

((■ 2# \°V ? '//«  L\DUN DEBATE [„. o f a l
y  -lArgo exporter of raw material, should feel the effects of j
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l  • V. (8$°  -T'^iiways o f  t h i r t e e n  c r o r e s ,  \rh ilo  l o s se s  u n d e r  e x ch a T O ^  l i n ;
m erc i . i l  D e p a r t m e n t s  a m o u n t e d  t o  n e a r l y  s i x  c r o r e s ,  t Ito 

u p e l j o t  v v a s t h a t  a  sm a l l  b u d g e t e d  s u r p lu s  o f  71  l a k h s  w a s  c o n v e r t e d  
in t o  a  d e f i c i t  o f  S3 c r o r e s ,  t h e  r e v e n u o  f o r  t h e  y e a r  a m o u n t i n g  t o  1 0 9  
c r o r e s  w h i l e  t h e  r e v i s e d  e s t i m a t e  f o r  e x p e n d i t u r e  c a m e  t o  1 4 2  c r o r e s .

wi now ea v e r y  b r ie f ly  w i t h  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  in  t h e  p r e s e n t  
f in a n c ia l  y e a r .  T h e  e s t im a t e s  f o r e s h a d o w e d  a  d e f i c i t  o f  31  th r e e -  
f o u r t h  c r o r e s  o n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  b a s i s  o f  t a x a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  an  a l l o w 
a n c e  f o r  th e  y i e l d  o f  t h e  t a x e s  i m p o s e d  in  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  y e a r .  T h e  
p r o p o s a  s o  t le  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  f o r  n o w  t a x a t i o n  w h i c h  w e r e  
taut b e i o r e  the  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y  las t  M a r c h ,  w e r e  d e s i g n e d  to  
y i e ld  tresh  r e v e n u e  a m o u n t i n g  t o  2 9  c ro r e s .  T h e  n o w  r e v e n u e  is to

0 o u n c  u n d e r  th e  f o l l o w i n g  h e a d s  : C u s t o m s ,  salt ,  t a x e s  o n  i n c o m e ,  
r a i lw a y s ,  p o s ta l  t e l e g r a p h ,  a m o u n t i n g  t o g e t h e r  t o  2 9  c r o r e s .  O f  
p r o p o s a ls  f o r  n e w  t a x a t i o n ,  th e  A s s e m b l y  r e j e c t e d  t b o  in c r e a s e  o f

u y  o n  sa lt ,  t h e  in c r e a s e  f r o m  3  t h r e e - f o u r t h  t o  7 t h r e e - f o u r t h  
p c i  c e n t  o n  c o t t o n  e x c is e ,  a n d  th e  in c r e a s e  o n  i m p o r t e d  m a c h i n e r y .
, ,  t o ta l  a m o u n t  t h e y  t h u s  c u t  o u t  w a s  9 5 6  la k h s .  T h e  u p s h o t  o f  
a d d V  ISC^ s s io n S - in  t h e  A s s e m b l y  a n d  C o u n c i l  o f  S t a t e  w a s  t h a t  

t a x a G o n  a m o u n t i n g  t o  1 9 '5  c r o r e s  w a s  a c c e p t e d ,  b e c a u s e  
s o m e  f r e s h  t a x a t i o n  w a s  a c c e p t e d .
4.1 p  e C o m m i t t e e  w i l l  o b s e r v e  f r o m  w h a t  I h a v e  j u s t  sa id  th at  
.  o y e r n m e n t  o i  I n d i a  in  t h o  la s t  t w o  y e a r s  h a v o  s u c c e e d e d  in 
4 .  n l,r' e  m e a su re s  c a l c u la t e d  t o  in c r e a s e  t h e i r  r e v e n u e  b y  n o  less 

r / 1 0 /68' , !  r e p r e s e n t s  2 5  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  b u d g e t e d  
K ! ®. 0 1 '  ‘ I t h i n k  t h a t  f a c t  s h o w s  t h a t  t h e  G o v e r n -

r e h a h u t r  i- *a  f l’e .as ;* ' 'v o  t o - d a y  as e v e r  t o  t h e  i m p e r a t i v e  n e e d  o f  
; J-f ,,a ln 8  t h e i r  f in a n c ia l  p o s i t i o n  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  are  g o i n g  to  
L i  t !  t h e  tc o ' ’ fid e ' i ce  w h i c h  t h e i r  h a n d i n g  o f  I n d i a n  f in a n c e  in  th e  
! L B ̂ , aa. , e s t a b |1®ll®d - I m a k e  a sp e c ia l  p o i n t  o f  t h a t  fa c t ,  b e c a u s e  l 

, >a e n g e d  in  p r e v i o u s  d b b a t e s  b y  se v e r a l  h o n ’ b le  g e n t l e m e n
1 ° .  j t " 6 al! ‘ b t c r e s t  i ;, I n d i a n  f in a n c e ,  t o  m a k e  s o m e  s t a t e m e n t  

‘. '  u . a ‘V t i tu c le  w h i c h  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  w e r e  a d o p t i i  g  
t o w a r d s  t h is  q u e s t i o n .

L e  fo r e  1 le a v e  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  f in a n c e ,  1 w a n t  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e  g r e a t  
sa t is  t io n  a n d  d e l i g h t  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d ia  a n d  o f  m y  N o b l e  

i te n d  the  S e c .  o f  S t a t e  th at  L o r d  i n e h cape ,  w h o s e  p u b l i c  sp ir i t  has b e e n  
so  o f t e n  d e m o n s t r a t e d  in  r e ce n t  y ears ,  a n d  w h o  w a s  f o r  s o m e  f iv e  years  
a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  V i c e r o y ’ s C o u n c i l  in I n d ia ,  has c o n s e n t e d  to  g o  to  
I n d i a  in  t l io  a u t u m n  to  p r e s id e  o v e r  a R e t r e n c h m e n t  C o m m i t t e e ,  on  
w h i c h  he w i l l  b e  a? f is ted  b y  e m i n e n t  m e n  o f  at fa irs  w h o  h a v o  a 
t h o r o u g h ,  p r a c t i c a l  a cq u a in L a n o e  w i t h  I n d ia n  c o n d i t i o n s .  1 n e e d  
n o t  r e fe r  t o  t h e  n a m e s  o f  th e  C o m m i t t e e  o r  t o  t h e  t e r m s  o i  r e f e r e n c e ,1 
b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  a l r e a d y  a n n o u n c e d ,  e x c e p t  t o  o b s e r v e  th iit  I



\* \  ttpaliSc ^byy arc 'uob as to inspire confidence. Tbo terms of r o ^ r ^ )<B3 1 
\^i>Wff^^rofe)y those of the Geddes Committee. They are widely 

mnwn, and it will be within the scope of the Committee to inves
tigate expenditure on defence and all other issues that appear 
relevant to.

Railway Development.
I explained, when speaking on the Loans Bill some six week's 

ago, the urgent need that there was for increased railway develop
ment in India, and it so happens that my speech to-day almost 
coincides with the issue of an Indian Loan under the powers 
recently granted by Parliament. The money for which we are 
Asking will be entirely devoted to Indian railway purposes, and 
the Committee will bo interested to know that in the Budget this 
year the Government include 30 crores for their railway capital 
programme. I believe that the expenditure of this money will 
abundantly repay itsolf, not only directly from the railways, but also 
indirectly by increasing the prosperity of the country which, in its 
tun , will enhance tbe Government revenue through Customs and’ 
in many other ways. Having regard to the great natural wealth of 
India and to the increased recognition of the scope for developing 
that wealth, 1 look forward to a renewal of Indian progress in all 
directions. Indian public men are fully alive to the possibilities of 
India’ s commercial expansion, and 1 am sure that the increased
a s s o c ia t i o n  o f  Indians with th o  E x e c u t i v e  G o v e r n m e n t  is bound to 
10:1,1 t o  d e v e l o p m e n t s  t h a t  w i l l  add s t r e n g th  and s e c u r i t y  t o  Indian 
f in a n c e .  1 have o n l y  o n e  o t h e r  w o r d  to  say on the question o f  
f in a n c e ,  a n d  t h a t  . .  t o  a n t i c ip a te  q u e s t io n  t h a t  w i l l  n o  d o u b t  bo

t f i e T  v * ?  f f  r  th6 Dobate regard to the action that
, en- -f ,° are likeIy to take with respect to this
nrmnaf a™ f  ICI , °  * kav° referred. I think it would be
tx . 'n 0 j te a«y announcement at this time. It may well bo 
..jV a 1 1. 0 r̂ac ê a,id an increasingly peaceful internal situation

' ' '  materially’ improve the revenue prospects within the current 
Jear- But, whatever tho situation may be, it will be faced in tbo 
future by the Government of India.

Khilafat Question.
11,ere are, two other questions to which I am going to make 

only a brief reference. One is tbo question of the Cotton Import 
O'dy. I have already on previous occasions explained fully the 
attitude of tho Government of India and that of my Noble Friend 

'Ms respect, and J shall be ready to reply to any criticisms that 
h h ' r rr.-,ile during tbe course of the Debate. Tho other matter 
ir. t; .1 of rr litaiy policy. I do not propose now to speak of it, but

( jY  2W  \ v  t h e  I n d i a n  d e b a t e  [h . o l ^ M



jt22  ̂ }iy} llL iV lK T E R T O h ’S S P E E C H
r e p ) y  t 0  q u e s t i o n s ,  t h o u g h  I h a v e T l M s h .  

t 0 , i m a  ? e W1,th  r e g a r d  t o  a n y  c h a n g e  o f  p o l i c y ^ l ! ^
x ^ ^ / s a y  a ^ w o r d  o r  t w o  a b o u t  t w o  q u e s t i o n s ,  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  

i -  t h e  K h i U f  e c o n n .e o t e d  'v l t h I n d i a  c a n  fa i l  t o  r e a l i s e .  T h e  f irst

o v e J s e a ?  w i h Ur e J ° ' ! 1’ 7  7 °  S0CO' ,d  ’‘ S t h o  P ° s i t i o "  ° f I n d i a n s
r e c o g n i s e  I h o n e . , d ‘7  r ^  f i w t  ° f t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  e v e r y o n e  
.T u rk ey  as a  . 3e , o v o ’ t' î e  s y m p a t h y  o f  I n d i a n  M o s l e m s  f o r
H i s  M a i e s t v V O n v p  l n d e p a n r 0 n t  M o s l e m  p o w e r  u n d e r  t h e  S u l t a n ,  
fo s h o w  all S r -  fU , ly  r e a l i s e  ‘ ^ . P o s i t i o n ,  a n d  t h e y  d e s i r e  
Hurt nf rli • Pi ■ 16 r e s P®ct t °  th e s e  b e l i e f s  a n d  f e e l i n g s .  It  is  n o

" f “ d  *  • " »  ' ™  b “ "  »  P “ * o f  r h .  B r i « ”
i t  n e v e r  wi l l  l as  l l9ve.r b e e n  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h is  G o v e r n m e n t ,  a n d  
f o r  t l iom  „ , . a , P ‘ t 0,10 r e l i g i o n  a g a i n s t  a n o t h e r ,  a n d  i t  is n o t
corn-lit in q " fiS, Ion  ° I  r >v al r e l i g i o n s  ; t h e i r  s o le  c o n c e r n  is  t o  s e c u r e  

■18 w h i c h  w i l l  as  fa r  as p o s s i b l e  d o  . ju s t i c e  t o  a ll  p a r t i e s ,
Indians O verseas .

t o  beS : r ! , y  *®s s i m p o r t a n t  is  t h o  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t s  
I n t e r e s t ' i n t V °  ™ ™ a s .  I f  e x c i t e s  t h e  m o s t  i n t e n s e
s h ip ,  I n d ia n s  o f  ^ V " 1/ l a m i ,n *  t h e  fu l l  r i g h t s  o f  I m p e r i a l  c i t i z e n -
g o  b a c k  f o r  »U  s h a d e s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  o p i n i o n  a r e  u n i t e d .  1 w o u ld
i m p e r i a l  C o n f e r  t h e  s i fu ftM o n  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  las t
p r in c ip l e  t i n t  ° " T  , .  ^ 11 0 t h a t  C o n f e r e n c e  l e f t  u n d i s t u r b e d  t h e  
t h e  c o m p o s i t i o n T T i t a  o v a r n n ) e n t  s h o u l d  b o  l e f t  f r e e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  
m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  n r in  "T* Pl° p U ? t l0 .n ’ lfc e m b o d i e d  t h e  n e w  a n d  
P art  o f  the E m n ir n ,<' , , | 6 l ' ! " '^  ,I n d i a n s  ■ a w fu l ly  d o m i c i l e d  in  a n y  
R e s o l u t i o n  w a s ” c m  S1° U / ,  eilJuy  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  c i t i z e n s h i p .  T h o  
a n d  i t  w o u l d  b V  G, i ? !> n  k y  tl )0 r c Pr0se ,1t a t i v e s  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  
in th a t  D n n v n i o n  tXr t0  ' e '10r°  ‘ h a t  a c u t e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  s t i l l  r e m a i n  
B u t  I M  e Ciin 0,l|y  t r u s t  t o  t i m e  t o  p r o v i d e  a s o l u t i o n ,
t h i n k ,  Wf a s ^  n o t ^ v e t ' 1 , a , l ,louiloanaer|t t o  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  w h i c h ,  1 
h a s  o r  has n o t  T i  r ' " " "  m a d c  P u b l i c .  1 a m  n o t  s n r o  w h e t h e r  i t  
ful l  c o n c u r r e n c e  ° f, I l l ( , i a  h a v a  r c c a n t l y > " i t h . h e
c a t i o n  w i t h  thn r i n  i n b e  ^ r , e n d ,  e n t e r e d  i n t o  d i r e c t  c o m .m u n i -  
t h a t  n o w t  a  2 ™ ° "  t hi a  ' t u e s t i o n ,  a n d  i t  is  h o p e d  
i t s  o w n  e m  L  G o v e r n m e n t  c a n  f r a n k l y  e x p l a i n  t o  t h e  o t h e r  
wi l l  b e  reach'-. ,a ' s "  e n . s ’ a o m o  s a t i s f a c t o r y  s o l u t i o n  o f  t h i s  d i f f i c u l t y  
in  S m it h  &! • m , g h t  say  t h a t  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  s e v e r a l  s p e e c h e s  
l o S  l L  r f  * * * * *  o n a  fcy  M f .  P a t r i c k  D u n c a n !  w h i c h
thn G m  1 ' " 7  ' 1 t"  , n t  ' r ‘ ;t in t h i s  q u e s t i o n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a :

t ies  o f  r r *  ° f b ° Uth A f n C '1 a r °  a t  a n y  r a t e  a l i v e  t 0  t h e  d ® 0 « l -  u e e  01 t h e  s i t u a t i o n .

b r ig h t e r  7  o r<ls , , b e  f - i l l e r  D o m i n i o n s ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h o  o u  l o o k  is 
U t .v c s  o f  i f m u A u s t r a l m  a n d  N e w  Z e a l a n d .  T h o  m ,  r. , ,  ,- 

a t h o s e  D o m i n i o n s  a c c e p t e d  t h e  I m p e r i a l  C o iJc> <  i cs

■ Go% \



( i (  9  )!' TH E  1 E D IA N  D E B A T E  {h . (fc® )T s.
\ v \  B l s h l p / t i o n ,  a n d  i t  o n l y  r e m a in s  t o  p r o v i d e  m e a n s  a n d  m e t lT o c ls co f j  

i / i t o  p r a c t i c e  a n e w  p r i n c i p l e .  F o r  t h a t  p u r p o s e  M r .
- S a s i r r  i3 v i s i t i n g  C a n a d a ,  A u s t r a l i a ,  a n d  N e w  Z e a l a n d  o n  t h e  i n 
v i t a t i o n  o f  th e  D o m i n i o n  G o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  his  t a s k  w i l l  b e  t o  i n f o r m  
p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  a n d  c o n s u l t  w i t h  t h e  t h r e e  G o v e r n m e n t s  as  t o  t h e  
b e s t  w a y  o f  g i v i n g  e f f e c t  t o  t h e  R e s o l u t i o n .  I  s h o u l d  l ik e  t o  sa y  
t h a t  as  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  R e s o l u t i o n  w a s  la r g e l y  d u o  t o  t h e  
e a r n e s tn e s s  a n d  e l o q u e n c e  o f  M r.  S a s t r i ,  i t  is, in  m y  o p i n i o n ,  v e i y  
s a t i s fa c t o r y  i n d e e d  t h a t  he  s h o u l d  b e  c o n f e r r i n g ,  o r  a b o u t  t o  c o n f e r ,  
w i t h  th e se  D o m i n i o n  G o v e r n m e n t s  o n  th is  q u e s t i o n .  A s  r e g a l  s 
t h e  C r o w n  C o l o n i e s  a n d  D e p e n d e n c i e s ,  t h e  p o s i t i o n  is s o m e w  a 
d i f f e r e n t  b e c a u s e ,  as  th e  C o m m i t t e e  is a w a r e ,  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o  ■ ® 
I m p e r ia l  C o n f e r e n c e  R e s o l u t i o n  in  t h a t  ca se  l ies  w i t h  his  M a j e s J s 
G o v e r n m e n t ,  a n d  in  s o m e  ca se s  w e  are c o n c e r n e d  n o t  o n l y  w i  n 
p o l i t i c a l  b u t  a lso  w i t h  e c o n o m i c  q u e s t i o n s .  J u s t  r e c e n t  y w o  
d e p u t a t i o n s  f r o m  I n d i a  h a v e  v i s i t e d  in  t h e  o n e  c a se  B r i t t s  u ia n a ,  
a n d  m  t h e  o t h e r  ca se  F i j i ,  t o  e x a m i n e  w h e t h e r  t h o s e  c o u n  l i e s  a i e  
s u i t a b le  f o r  I n d i a n  c o l o n i s a t i o n .  T h e  i n q u i r i e s  h a v e  b e e n  la r g e ly  
d i r e c t e d  t o  s u c h  m a t t e r s  as  t h o  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g ,  r a te s  o f w a g e s ,  a n d  
t h e  t e r m s  o n  w h ic h  la n d  c a n  b e  h e ld .  N e i t h e r  o f  th e s e  t w o  d e p u t a 
t i o n s  has y e t  s u b m i t t e d  its  r e p o r t ,  a n d  i t  is  , l0k P ° s s ,b l c  t h e r e fo r e ,  
t o  a n t i c ip a te  t h e i r  f in d in g s  in  a n y  w a y .  W h e (n t h ®y  a r ® r e c e i v e d  
n y  th e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  t h e y  w i l l  h e  r e f e r r e d  to  t h o  I n d ia n  
L e g is la t u r e ,  a n d  i t  w i l l  he  f o r  t h a t  L e g i s l » l u r e  t o  d e c i d e  w h e t h e r ,  
a n d ,  if  so , o n  w h a t  c o n d i t i o n s ,  e m i g r a t i o n  c a n  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  th o s e  
t w o  C o lo n ie s .

T h e r e  w a s  r e c e n t l y  p a ssed  i n t o  l a w  in I n d i a  an E m i g r a t i o n  
B i l l  w h i c h  has to  a g r e a t  e x t e n t  a l t e r e d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a n d  b y  i t  
s y s t e m a t i c  e m ig r a t i o n  o f  u n s k i l l e d  la b o u r e r s  t o  all  p a r ts  o f  t h e  
w o r l d  wi l l  he  c o n t r o l l e d  a n d  p r o h i b i t e d  u n less  su ch  e m i g r a t i o n  is 
s p e c i f i c a l ly  p e r m i t t e d  b y  n o t i f i c a t i o n ,  l h e  n o t i f i c a t i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  
c a n n o t  b e  i s s u e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  w i t h o u t  t h e  a p p r o v a l  
o f  t h e  I n d ia n  L e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  wii l  b e  a d v is e d  b y  a S t a n d i n g  
C o m m i u e e  o n  E m i g r a t i o n .  F o r  t h is  re a so n  ' h o  r e p o r t s  s u b m i t t e d  b y  
tin o t w o  d e p u t a t i o n s  a n d  a n y  s c h e m e s  p u t  f o r w a r d  b y  o t h e r  
C o l o n i a l  G o v e r n m e n t s  wi l l  b e  c l o s e ly  e x a m i n e d  in  t h e  l i g h t  o f  th e  
c o n d i t i o n s  u n d e r  w h i c h  I n d i a n s  l iv e  in  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  in q u e s t io n .  
T h e  C o m m i t t e e  w il l  see  a t  o n c e  the im p o r t a n c e  o f  th e s e  n e w  p r o -  
viaion-s to  s a f e g u a r d  p a r t i c u la r ly  the in t e r e s t s  o f  th e  p o o r e r  c lass  o f  
I n d ia n  w o r k e r s  w h o  g o  t o  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  in  t h e  E m p ir e .

A s  r e g a r d s  th o  q u e s t i o n  o f  K e n y a  a n d  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  I n d ia n s  
in th a t  C o l o n y  the  m a t t e r  is s( ill u n d e r  t h e  e a r n e s t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
u the  i ” i l r i  O ff ice  a n d  t h e  C o lo n ia l  O ff ice , In th e se  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  

i t  is  p e r h a p s  b e t te r  n o t  t o  c o m m e n t  o n  th e  u n f o r t u n a t e  d i f f e r e n c e s

Go% \
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M / e  a ™ » e n  b e t w e e n  t h e  E u r o p e a n  a n d  I n d i a n  s e t t n f f B j i l  , 

. -v ^ h ^ ^ p l o ( i y ,  T h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  a  s o l u t i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  v e r y  h o p S i u T j  J  
, U i . . ' - r u s t  a n d  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a  s e t t l e m e n t  s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o  I n d i a n  
o p i n i o n ,  a n d  i n d e e d  a  s e t t l e m e n t  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  s a t i s f a c t o r y  a l l  r o u n d  m a y  b e  r e a c h e d  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e .

The Indian Services.
r COm6- i °  p e Fb a p s  w b a t  is o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  d i f f i c u l t  o f  a ll  t h e  
t h e  n ™ 08 h,°}  t 0 o s e . c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  I n d i a  h a v e  t o  d e a l  a t
u n n n t n m T  ' ® 6 > a n d  o n  w h i c h  I k n o w  t h e r e  is  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  n o
S e r v i c e s " i  a n f 1B1 ,y 111 ^ i s  H o u s e — I r e f e r  t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h o  

,n . ' J l l a ' I h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  C i v i l  S e r v  i c c  h a v e  
? “ " t e n d  T lto  g r 8 a t  w i t h  w h i c h  m y  N o b l e  F r i e n d  th e
' a r y , 0 . , te  ^°1- I n d i a  fu l l y  s y m p a t h i s e s .  P r i c e s  h a v o  r isen  

I ,  ’  Uo y . 1,1 " i d i a ,  j u s t  as  t h e y  h a v e  r i s e n  e l s e w h o r e ,  a n d  t h e  
I n d i a al l d a t t r a c t i o n s  o f  l i fe  to  B r i t i s h  C i v i l  S e r v a n t s  in 
In l , , 1 " 1 U g e , l y  d i s a p p e a r e d  o w i n g  to  a  v a r i e t y  o f  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  
thfiv CaS.°n t b e s e  m o n  f i l ld  t h e m s e l v e s  w o r s e  o f f  f i n a n c ia l l y  t h a n  
in  m e 'e t i W  , !  y ear3  a g 0  a n d  a c t u a l l y  s o m e  o f  t h e m  f in d  d i f f i c u l t y  
m e e t i n g  t h e  d l ' - '  ob l lg a f c lo n s> a n d  I a m  a f r a i d  in  s o m e  c a s e s  in  
s e l v e s . S U n f n r t  ,8 a ^ ? ' 13 t h e y  OW0 t o  t h e i r  fa m i l i e s  a p a r t  f r o m  t h o m -  
n o t  fu l f i l led  ? ’ U  ' S mb e  *a o t  t b a t  t,b0 rev'>s ' o n s  o f  p a y  h a v o
P ecu l iar  T h e '  ^  tat.,0 l l s ' l h a  p o s i t i o n  in  t h e i r  r e s p e c t  is n o t  
o f  I n d i a  a m  ^ r °i a ,ry  o f  ® tal:e >n C o u n c i l  a n d  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  
B u d g e t  o i  t h e  7 ' n B<J b y  Che rBSOU!’O0S a t  t h e i r  d is p o s a l ,  a n d  t h e  
s h o w i n g  a  d e f i c i t  C r n im 0^  ° f I n d i a  a n d  o t b e r  p r o v i n c i a l  B u d g e t  
t h e  G o v e r n m e n t '  w h «  u ^  ar e  , i t t i n *  a11 o v e r  I n d i a  to  a d v i s e  
t o r e  In  th e s e  cir  U °  t b 6 y  s b o u *d  *°P a , ld  p r u n e  t h e i r  e x p e n d i -  
a  g r e a t  i n c r e a s e  Z  Z T ^ 1 ^  ^  c a n  b e  n o  e x p e c t a t i o n  o f  
are  n o t  w a n t i n g  t W  * ° °  c b a r g e s  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  b u t  s ign s  
a n d  th e  S e r v i c e s  l i k e ^ t h ! ? ' 0 .C° ' ! di,U o n s  a r ® b e g i n n i n g  t o  i m p r o v e  
sh are  o f  t h e  b e n e f i t s  ^ re8fc o f  th e  c o m m u n i t y ,  m u s t  r e a p  t h e i r

an e q u a l l y ^ , m ^ m m o S' de of tllis I 11031’0" ' But thoro is 
do not k , » 1  important side to this question in India, i
Yon cannot nrn . marer'a' s‘ de >s the real Service difficulty,
of the C, g?°d alld eoutented servico from men in any part
individual wh Wf 6i under the Government or under a private 
r  1  th;lt their service is not wanted, and whose

, y y task' hard a!ld exacting as it is at the best, is carried out 
' a cons ant stream of vituperation, misrepresentation and 

j \ ° °t pa.SS!ve hostility which some at any rate of the responsible 
eaders of opinion have done something to foster and little to eh, I;.

ln|that connection may I say that anyone who lias lived ii a
m p n  a i  c o u n t r y ,  a s  I h a v e  d o n e  m u s t  r e a l i s e  t h a t  t h o  c o n d i t i o n s  o f



\• \ aiCSj'fcoarc  in f i n i t e ly  h a rd e r  t h a n  in th is  c o u n t r y  b e c a u s e  y o u  h a v ^  £  ^  
^ ^ s t j j a d j i n r n a t e  t h a t  is  f i g h t in g  a g a i n s t  y o u .  T h i s  m a y  not do so 

a p p a r e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  s h o r t  v is i t ,  a n d  i t  is  o n l y  w h e n  y o u  l i v e  t h e r e  
f o r  a b o u t  t w o  y e a r s  t h r o u g h  h o t  a n d  c o l d  w e a t h e r  as  I h a v e  d o n e  
t h a t  y o u  r ea l ise  w h a t  m e n  are  u p  a g a in s t  w h o  h a v e  t o  s p e n d  t h e n  
l iv e s  in  t h a t  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  w h e n  y o u  s u p e r i m p o s e  u p o n  all  1 0  
c o n d i t i o n s  w i t h  w h i c h  I n d ia n  c i v i l  s e r v a n t s  are  faced y ° u av ^ 
s t a t e  o f  t h in g s  w h i c h  v e r y  m u c h  a f fe c ts  t h e  s p i r i t  and t h e  h ea  ^  “  
t h e  g o o d  w o r k  o f  th o s e  w h o  are s e r v in g  in  t h a t  p a r t  o f  th e  w o  .

I m a k e  e v e r y  a l l o w a n c e  f o r  I n d ia n  i m p a t i o n c e  o v e r  t ' e -iuns> ion
o t  I n d i a n i s a t i o n  a n d  f o r  t h e  l a c k  o f  b a l a n c e  a r i s i n g  f r o m  0  111 ° ! ’. . .  .  , . .  . . .  ■ c o n s i d e r a b l e  c o n t r o l ,a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  p o w e r s  o f  e f f e c t i v e  c r i t i c i s m  a n a  n
l m a k e  e v e r y  a l l o w a n c e  fo r  th e  I n d ia n  d . s a p p o . n t m e n t  a t  he  
s y n c h r o n i s i n g  o f  th is  a c q u i s i t i o n  w i t h  a  h ' l a n c  S u cy
p a r a l le le d  in  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  a n y o n e  1’ v .n g ,  a n d  y e t  I am  a f r a id
t h a t  th e  fa c t  r e m a in s  th a t ,  w h a t e v e r  t h e  “ t “ r0 .' , 111 s ol. ’
n o  r e s p o n s ib l e  I n d ia n  in his heart w o u ld  d e n y  t h a t  the  n e e d  o f  th e  
a ss is ta n c e  o f  the  A l l - I n d i a  services w a s  n e v e r  g r e a te r  th a n  i t  is t o 
d a y ,  a n d  th e  n e e d  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  g r e a te r  t h r o u g h o u t  a n d  b e y o n d
th e  p e r i o d  o f  t r a n s i t i o n .  ,

R i c e  h a t r e d  w il l  n o t  a n d  c a n n o t  ha sten  the  a d v e n t  o f  r e s p o n 
s ib le  g o v e r n m e n t .  U  a n y  c o n d i t i o n  c o u l d  p o in t  t o  a c e r t a i n  
• ItLiy a m ]  i3 c a p a b le  o f  d e s t r o y i n g  th e  c h a n c e s  o f  D o m i n i o n  s t a t u s  
fo r  I n d i a ,  t h a t  c o n d i t i o n  is  r a c e  h a t r e d .  T h e r e  is g o o d  e n o u g h  
r e a s o n ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  i o r  th e  be l ie f  o n  th e  p a r t  o f  th e  S e r v i c e s  th a t  
I n d ia n s  i n c l u d i n g  s o m e  w h o s e  p o s i t io n  o u g h t  t o  g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  th e y  
w o u l d  a c t  r e a s o n a b ly  w a n t  to  get  r id  o f  t h e m .  1 c a n  o n l y  say  in  
c o n c l u s i o n  o n  t h is  m a t t e r ,  w ith  th e  g r e a te s t  e m p h a s i s ,  t h a t  t h e r e  b  
n o  m a s o n  whatever lor the  b e l ie !  t h a t  the G o v e r n m e n t  o f  India, o r  
m y  N o b l e  F r i e n d  th e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  -State f o r  I n d ia ,  w a n t  t o  got. r id  
o f  th e m ,  o r  e v e r  w il l  g e t  r id  o f  t h e m .  1 t h i n k  i t  is  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  
t h a t  t h a t  announcement should b e  made in v i e w  o f  t h e  a c c u s a t io n s  
w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  in c e r t a in  q u a r te r s .

Sir W. Joyn8on Hicks : How can you stop it?
I . irl \\ i uteri  on : l  w a s  n o t  r e fe r r in g  t o  a n y o n e  in  th is  H o u s e .
S ir  \\ . J o y n s o u  H ic k s  : I m e r e ly  a s k e d ,  w h a t  ar e  y o u  g o i n g  to  

d o  to  p r e v e n t  i t  i
Retirement Scheme.

E arl  W i n t e r t o n  : I shall  c o m e  t o  th a t  p o i n t  l a t e r  o n .  1 w i t h  to  
say  a vord  o r  t w o  t o w  a b o u t  t h e  r e t i r e m e n t  s c h e m e .  1 am  b e t r a y 
ing  n o  s e c r e t  w h o n  I say  t h a t  the  la te  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  f o r  I n d ia  
ogre I. w i t h  r e lu c ta n c e ,  t o  a  g e n e r a l  o p t i o n  t o  r e t i r e  w h i c h  w a s  o p e n  
f o r  a l im it e d  p e r i o d .  T h e  p r e s e n t  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  fo r  I n d i a  has 
a g r e e d ,  u o t  w i t h o u t  reluctance, t o  the  r e m o v a l  o f  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n  o f
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\‘ V Z W ™ -y  t h i s  p o i n t  t h e  e x a c t  t e r m s  o f  t h e  a n n o u n c e i i i i l n t ^ w j l 1  1 
m y  N o b l e  F r i e n d  in  a  f e w  d a y s  in  a n o t h e r  p la c e .  In 

' ' e w  o f  th is ,  1 a s k  t h a t  I  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  p r e s s e d  f o r  d e t a i l s  n o w .
*t ’ s a c o m p l e t e  m i s a p p r e h e n s i o n  t o  s u p p o s e  t h a t  t h i s  o f f e r  r e p r e s e n t s  
a d e s i r e  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  o r  o n  t h e  p a r t  iff 
t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  t o  “ t h i n  o u t ”  B r i t i s h  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  
S e r v i c e ,  l  t h i n k  i t  is  i m p o r t a n t  t o  e m p h a s i s e  t h i s  b e c a u s e  t h e  
o r tg in a l  o f f e r  w a s  m a d e  o n  t h e  i n s i s t e n t  d e m a n d  o f  t h e  S e r v i c e s  
t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  o f  s o m e  M e m b e r s  o f  t h i s  H o u s e  w h o  h a d  m a d e  t h e m 
se lv e s  s p o k e s m e n  in  t h is  m a t t e r .  T h a t ,  is t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h i s  q u e s t i o n .

l h e  e x t e n s i o n  w h i c h  1 h a v e  j u s t  m e n t i o n e d  is  n o t  d u e  t o  a 
d e s i r e  f o r  a m o r e  e f f e c t i v e  t h i n n i n g  o u t ,  b u t  i t  i s  in  t h e  h o p e  t h a t  
the  n u m b e r s  w h o  a v a i l  t h e m s e l v o s  o f  th e  o f f e r  w i l l  b e  s m a l l e r  t h a n  
' f  t b o  t im e  l i m i t  h a d  b e e n  m a i n t a i n e d .  T h e  n u m b e r  o f  a p p l i c a t i o n s  
f o r  all  S e r v i c e s  up  t o  d a t e  t o  r e t i r e  is  117. a n d  t h i s  i n c l u d e s  10 f r o m  
t h e  p o l i c e  a n d  3 0  f r o m  t h o  I n d i a n  C i v i l  S e r v i c e .  I  a d m i t  t h a t  t h is  
) 3 r e g r e t t a b l y  la rge ,  b u t  I t h i n k  t b  ere  is  g r o u n d  f o r  t h o  h o p e  t h a t  
] t w i l l  n o t  g r e a t ly  in c r e a s e .  L o t  m e  say  o n e  w o r d  f u r t h e r  o n  t h i s  
q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  S e r v i c e s  in  I n d i a .  In  m y  o p i n i o n ,  w b o t h e r  t h e y  

0 off icials , n o n  o f f i c ia ls  o r  e x -o f f i c ia l s  w h o  b y  s p e e c h  o r  a c t i o n  d o  
e o y t n n g  t o  h e lp  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a n d  h e l p  t o  p r e v e n t  

“ ' i t i s h  b l o o d  f r o m  c o m i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  fil l t h e  g a p s  t h e y  a r e  
-■I iy n o t  h e lp in g  I n d i a  o r  th is  c o u n t r y ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  p u t t i n g  b a c k

e, 1 o c  v 0l p r o g r e s s .  1 t h i n k  i t  is m o s t  d e s i r a b l e  t h a t  1 s h o u l d  
m a k e  t h a t  a n n o u n c e m e n t .

Internal Political Situation.

itself^ ' n ?.u .®o m ® t o  th e  l a s t  q u e s t i o n  I h a v e  t o  d e a l  w i t h ,  w h i c h  in  
aj t ,'.s lv i ; l c d  i n t o  t w o  s u b - q u e s t i o n s ,  t h a t  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a l  p o l i t i c a l  
p o l i c v ' 01* ii S t a t i o n  a n d  u n r e s t  in t h e  r e c e n t  h i s t o r y  o f  t h eperiod Ulfl Cl t*le A s  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  i s  a w a r e ,  a f t e r  a  l o n g
b v  n w t  u n r e a t . c h a r a c t e r i s e d  b y  m u c h  s p o r a d i c  l a w l e s s n e s s  a n d  
a r r e s t e d ra , i K 'M  aarioU8 o u t b r e a k s  o f  v i o l e n c e ,  M r .  G a n d h i  w a s  
b a v i n "  h ° U it' M a r c h ,  a n d  w as  p r o m p t l y  t r i e d  a n d  c o n v i c t o i i ,
rho «  & a c c e p t e d  th e  j u s t i c e  o f  h is  s e n t e n c e .  S i n c e  h is  a r r e s t
Mr i T L-ry, T  b6Com ® P r o g r e s s i v e l y  q u ie te r .  T h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h o  
tdiilV 'ff l’ a v e  b e e n  s t a m p e d  o u t ,  a l t h o u g h  a fev, o u t l a w s
y : v .  ur  ' ,n  t h e  j u n g l e s .  A t  t h e  e n d  o f  M a r c h  t h e  d a n g e r o u s  A k a l i  
r  , n o v em cn fc  in  t h e  P u n j a b  w a s  d o a l t  w i t h .  O o m t n e n o i n g  as a  
i t  i f  *?US nv0V8aient  f ° r  t h e  b e t t e r  m a n a g e m e n t ,  o f  t h e  S i k h  s h r i n o s ,  
l n t0&“  f a k s n  o n  a  p o l i t i c a l  c o m p l e x i o n  a n d  t h r e a t e n e d  t o  d e v e l o p  
tit a s y s t e m  o f  a r m e d  a n d  o r g a n i s e d  t e r r o r i s m .  T h o s e  m a n i f r s t a -  

11 '  h a v e  b e e r  c h e c k e d ,  a n d  q u i e t  ha s  b e e n  r e s t o r e d  in  t h a t  
p r o v in c e .
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V ^  ybkj A i k a  m o v e m e n t  in  t h e  U n i t e d  P r o v i n c e s — a p i j r & f l  j  
X ^ a ^ r m p ^ m o v e m B u t — w h ic h  w a s  a lso  ta lc in g  o n  a t h r e a t e n i n g  a s p e c t  

XwitfXvvhich  t o o k  th o  f o r m  o f  m o b s  o f  t e n a n ts  a n d  la b o u r e r s  a s s e m 
b l i n g  t o  o v e r a w e  l a n d o w n e r s  a n d  g e n e r a l  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  t h a t  k i n d  
has a lso  b e e n  put. d o w n ,  w h i l e  t h e  g e n u i n e  u n d e r l y i n g  g r i e v a n c e s  ar e  
b e in g  i n v e s t ig a t e d  by  th e  lo c a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  A n  e x c e l l e n t  s p r in g  
h a r v e s t  w a s  f o l l o w e d  b y  an e q u a l ly  a b u n d a n t  o n e  la s t  a u t u m n .  
P r i c e s  are  fa l l in g  a n d  s ign s  are  n o t  w a n t i n g  o f  s o m e  a l l e v ia t i o n s  o f  
th e  e x t r e m e  t r a d e  d e p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  p a s t  y e a r .  A l l  th e s e  t h in g s  
m ea n  a r e t u r n i n g  c o n t e n t m e n t  t o  th e  c o u n t r y  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  s o m °  
i m p r o v e m e n t  a t  a n y  r a te  in  t h o  to n e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o v e r s y -  
T h o s e  w h o  h a v e  a d o p t e d  t h e  e x t r e m e  g o s p e l  o f  n o n  c o  o p e r a t ' ° n 
h a v e  in  s o m e  c a se s  b e e n  a ssa i led  b y  d o u b t s  as  t o  th e  e f f i ca cy  o f  th e ir  
fa i th ,  an d  t h e y  are  b e g i n n i n g  to  c o n s i d e r  w h e t h e r  m u c h  o f  ' v b a t  
th e y  d e s i r e  m i g h t  n o t  b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  b y  a  p r o p e r  u se  o f  th e  C o n 
s t i t u t i o n  r e c e n t ly  p r o v i d e d  f o r  th e m .  I am  i n c l i n e d  to  t h i n k  m y se. 
t h a t  t h a t  m o v e m e n t  will  in c r e a s e  arid m a y  h e a d w a y .  B e f o r e  1 s i J 
d o w n  1 p ro p o se  t o  say  a w o r d  about, t h e  use  w h i c h  has b e e n  m a d e  o f  
ir  In d ia n  p u b l i c  m e n  a n d  I n d ia n  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n .  1 ' vaS
c h a l le n g e d  b y  th e  R i g h t  H o n ’ b le  M e m b e r  f o r  t h o  C i t y  o f  L o n d o n( t i i r . F .  B a n b u r y )  t o  s a y  w h y  G a n d h i  h a d  n o t  b e e n  a r r e s t e d  b e f o r e -
1 su p p o se  m y  R i g h t  H o n ’ b le  F r i e n d  d e s i r e d  1 s h o u ld  d e a l  w i t h  
th is  s u b je c t .

Sir  F. B a n b u r y  : N o ,  w h a t  1 sa id  w as  t h a t  i t  w a s  a 
\ a lc r a  had  nor. b e e n  a r r e s te d .

Gandhi’s Arrest
Earl  W m t e r t o n  : I am  g lad  to  say  th a t  p a r t i c u la r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

d o c 3  n o t  rest  o n  m y  sh o u ld e rs .  M y  N o b l e  F r i e n d  d i d  n o t  a ss u m e  
off ice  u n t i l  a f te r  the  a r r e s t  o f  G a n d h i ,  a n d  i f  I a m  c h a l l e n g e d  as I 
I n . . e n o  d o u b t  I shall  b e  in  t h e  c o u r s o  o f  th e  D e b a t e ,  I s h o u ld  l i k e  to  
say n o w  q u i t e  f r a n k ly  t h a t  1 a m  n o t  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  e x p r e s s io n  o f  
a n y  o p in io n  o n  th e  p o l i c y  p r e v io u s ly  f o l l o w e d .  It. is u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  the  
v i e w  o f  tfie G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d ia  w as  t h a t  to  h a v e  a r r e s te d  G a n d h i  
a t  the  h e ig h t  o f  his  t r i u m p h a n t  c a r e e r ,  w h e n  h o  w a s  a lm o s t  u n i 
v e r s a l ly  r e g a r d e d  as h a v in g  n ioro  th a n  h u m a n  q u a l i t ie s ,  w o u ld  h a ve  
i n v o l v e d  r isk s  o f  g r a v e  d i s o r d e r ,  w i t h o u t  an y  c e r t a i n t y  o f  s t o p p i n g  
h is  p r o p a g a n d a .  T h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d ia  p r e f e r r e d  t o  w a i t  u n t i l  
th e  b a rr e n n e s s  o f  h is  p o l i t i c a l  fa i th  an d  its to ta l  fa i lu re  to  p r o d u c e  
an y  c o n s t r u c t iv e  re su lts  h a d  d is i l lu s i o n e d  his  m o r e  i n t e l l i g e n t  s u p 
p o r te r s .  T h e n  h is  d o w n f a l l  w a s  a c c e p t e d  b y  b is  fo l l o w e r s  w i t h  
c o m p a r a t iv e  c o ld n e s s ,  w h i l e  w i t h  th e  ignoran t,  m e n  w h o  h a d  b e e n  
t a u g h t  t o  r e p e a t  his  n a m e ,  a n d  h a d  b e e n  e x p e c t i n g  t h e  d a t e  o f  h is  
p r o m is e d  S w a r a j ,  a n d  several t im e s  seen i t  pass, th e  b u b b l e  o f  b is

ffY thk im j -ia n  d e b a te  [ h . o f j j g K
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* t U^ I M a /  w  t r i b u t e s  w a s  s u m m a r a r i l y  p r i c k e d .  I n e i t h e r  c r m fe ig J  
t h i s  p o l i c y ,  b u t  u n d e r  e x i s t i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  th e

• ^ T n n j t M f  I n d i a  ar e  n a t u r a l ly  in  a p o s i t i o n  t o  say  i t  h a s  s u c c e e d e d
o r t h e  r e a s o n s  I h a v e  j u s t  g i v e n .  I t  is  o n l y  fa i r  to t h e m  t o  g i v e  

Ose r e a s o n s  a n d  t o  p o i n t  t o  t h e  m o r a l  t o  b e  l e a r n e d  t h e r e f r o m .

The Reforms Act
"With regard to tbo policy of administration in India, o f  course 

it would not be in order, on an Estimates discus don, to deal with
• th e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  A c t ,  b u t  1 am  e n t i t l e d  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  q u e s 

t ion  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  a n d  I  w i s h  t o  e m p h a s i s e  a g a in  t h is  a f t e r n o o n  
w h a t  1 sa id  s o o n  a f t e r  1 b e c a m e  U n d e r - S t c r e t a r y ,  t h a t  t h e r e  h a s  
)o o n  n o  c h a n g e  o f  p o l i c y  as a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  c h a n g e  o f  p e r s o n n e l  a t  th e  
t n d ia  O ff ice .  P a r l i a m e n t  r e c o r d e d  i t s  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  p o l i c y  in  t h e  
p r e a m b le  o f  t h e  A c t  a n d  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  in  g e n e r a l  a n d  t h e  S e c r e -

ary  o f  S t a t e  in  p a r t i c u la r  a r e  th e  s e r v a n t s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  in  t h i s  as 
>n a o t h e r  m a t t e r s ,  a n d  w e r e  b o u n d  t o  c a r r y  o u t ,  b o t h  in  i t s  s p i r i t  
th  t " 1 ^ t t e r ,  t h e  A c t  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  p a s s e d .  I  s h o u l d  l i k e  in 
t ioa„ s0 0 \ n e l tiOvn t 0  d « e  « q « a l l y  s t r o n g l y  t w o  o p p o s i t e  c o n t e n -  
althoujTh t-h r 6 11600 ad v a n c e d ,  n o t  s o  m u c h  in  t h i s  H o u s e ,
in  t h e  P r e s s  3 'fe . ' ? 00T1 m ad e  h ere  i n f e r e n t i a l l y ,  b u t  m o r e  s t r o n g l y  
m o n t h s '  w o r k i n g ’ nV  n ° ‘ T h ® f ir s t  is  t h a t  p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  18  
t h a t  C o n s H h i i i l ,  le n o 'v C o n s t i t u t i o n  is  s u f f i c ie n t  t o  s h o w  t h a t  
s e c o n d  is  t h i t  ( u * _n e e '^3 a m e n d m e n t ,  t o  r e m o v e  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  T h e  
has f a i le d  an 1 a m o u n t  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  s h o w s  t h a t  t h e  A c t
a b s o lu t e ly  f a l la c i o T '8  t i  t 0  s c r a PPe d - B o t h  t h e s e  c o n t e n t i o n s  ar e  
c h a r g e  har  m i  1 * h °  o n l y  r e a s o n a b le  a n s w e r  is  t o  sa y  t h a t  t h e
l e g i s l a t u r e  W  P' n, , p r o v e d - I t  is  i d l e  t o  d e n y  t h a t  t h e  1 n d ia n

machinery of the -f° r itsolf a '1,a00 j "  1,10very (uiiv T. , 1 tIstl km pi re, arid if one has read, as I have
admit that tT, j >ates that have taken place in it, he is bound to 
have reflectiMl"y m ’0 1160:1 condui?t0d with dignity and courtesy, and 
connection it « reat credit upon the Assembly. I may say in that 
the Provincial members and officers, both of the Indian and
and proceed' '" " '‘;'utures, take the keenest interest in the working 
meet memi e i°f . 8 ^ 0US8' and are constantly coming here to 
Indian 1 ,,rl!lw"r ° * ° 'a's. 'have singled out in particular the 
Provincial ] " ot in derogation of the importance of the
Ule c „t , ■ ''“G'slafcuri', but because the point of contact bet .voen

ii of the Em ■ Je? 's l̂ature and the other Councils in the vast machinery 
' rovj.i i" ! '1,-,0 "cccssari'y much closer than it is in the case of the 

! D,l,y for rt ooncl|s- d’he Indian Legislature has been in existence 
f'OW'e/ 'i i ° Sessions, an(I it is only now beginning to find the 

1 0a8t Every day of its existence i3 disclosing new ftontQD*
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V 8 r e a s o n a bI® t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  sa y  o r  e v e n  t o  h a v e  b e g u n  
. . '  s e r |J t a t  th e  b e s t  w a y  t o  k e e p  t h is  g r e a t  m a c h i n e  g o i n g  is to  
a v j  1 . o  p ie ce s  so  s o o n  to  s e e  i f  i t  c a n n o t  b e  i m p r o v e d  b y  p u t t i n g  

in  s o m e  n e w  p a r ts  o r  l e a v i n g  o u t  s o m e  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  p a r t s .  I t  is 
a b s u r d  to  s u g g e s t  su ch  a t h i n g  a n d  I  d o  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i f  a n y  o t h e r  
G o v e r n m e n t  s a t  o n  th is  b e n c h  i t  w o u l d  b e  p r e p a r e d  t o  a d v o c a t e  s u c h  
a p o l i cy .  A n y  G o v e r n m e n t  w o u l d  fa il  g r e a t l y  in  i t s  d u t y  i f  i t  d i d  
n o t  a l lo w  th e  s c h e m e  to  w o r k  o u t  i t s  o w n  s a lv a t i o n  in  i t s  o w n  w a y ,  

h ere  ts,  ̂ h o w e v e r ,  o n e  p o i n t  in  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n  w h i c h  I s h o u l d  l i k e  
t o  m o n t i o n .  H o w e v e r  c a p a b l e  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  h o w e v e r  c a p a b l e  
i n d i v i d u a l  M e m b e i s  o f  i t  m a y  be ,  t h e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  e l e c t o r a t e  
are  st i l l  p r a c t i c a l l y  u n t r i e d  a n d  u n e x p l o r e d ,  a n d  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  
u r g e n t  t a s k  b e f o r e  I n d i a ’ s n o n -o f f i c ia l  l e g i s l a t o r s  s h o u l d  b e  t o  f o r m  
a  l i v e  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n t  e l e c t o r a t e  in  I n d i a ,  b e c a u s e ,  a f t e r  all, su ch  
an  e l e c t o r a t e  is t h e  b a s is  o f  r e a l  r e s p o n s i b l e  g o v e r n m e n t  in  a n y  
c o u n t r y .  In  th is  c o u n t r y  w e  all  t a k e  th e  u t m o s t  p a in s  t o  e d u c a t e  
t h e  e l e c t o r a t e  ; s o m e t i m e s  t h e y  d o  us  c r e d i t ,  a t  o t h e r  t im e s  t h e y  d o  
" o t .  In  th e  1 S 0 6  e l e c t i o n  1 t h o u g h t  t h e  e l e c t o r a t e  a p p e a r e d  t o  be  
e x t r e m e l y  a n d  d e p l o r a b l y  ig n o r a n t .  In  th e  1 9 1 8  e l e c t i o n  1 t h o u g h t  
i t  s e e m e d  to  h i  e x t r e m e l y  w e l l - i n s t r u c t e d .  “  1 t b 0 l S

M r .  A  e la n d  : A n d  i t  w i l l  b e  i g n o r a n t  n e x t  t im e  
E a r l  W i n f e r t o n  : 1 a m  n o t  s o  su re  t h a t  e

c u r r y  o u t  f u l l y  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  w e  g i v e  i t  A t  ' m °  ^  " i n  
o u r  b e s t  b y  s u p p l y i n g  t b e  e l e c t o r a t e  w i t h  th e  f a c i a s  we"  l e V t h e m  
o u t  ot  o u r  o w n  m o u t h s  o r  b y  m e a n s  o f  on, . - • a w e  s e e  ,,
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  is  th is ,  t h a t  t b e  e l e c t o r a t e  in I n r ) " 11" ®  , R e a . y.j
v e r y  f e w  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  o f  b e i n g  i n s t r u c t e d  ^  “ r  a  W h * 6 haS, ^ t  
h a s  o n l y  b e a r d  o n e  s id e .  It  is n o t  t o  f  P° ' T  A s  a r a l e - lfi 
m a c h i n e  w i t h  a  n e w  a n d  d i f f e r e n t  I f 9 6X p e B te d  t h a t  t b e  n o *  
t o  p e r f o r m  exnetK - r.e n t  m o t l v e  p o w e r  b e h i n d  i t ,  is  g o i n g

<*' ” ith ' ?c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t  b o h  , 1 h  C 0 , \ n t r y  g e n e r a t , o n s  o f  s o u n d >  m o d e l  o f  t r e n n i - n i m . o  f  s i t  b e  i n d . U s - I n  I n d i a  t h e y  h a v e  t b e  
x p c c t ,  t h e m  not to n l °  ° W a.'" U w o u , d  h e  w r o n g  a n d  u n f a i r  t o  

s a i d  t h e y  a r  • n e t  t i '  ( i x p f n ™ e n t s - 1 d o  n o t  t h i n k  i t  s h o u l d  b o  
- I ' g h t l y  f r i  m  t l /  , f e  l u s t o d ’  b e c a u s e  t h e y  s h o w  s i g n s  o f  d e p a r t i n g  
i n  o u r  p o w e r  t  P a ? 9 r " ’  £ U *  a f c  a n y  r a t B  t o  d o  e v e r y t h i n g
G o v c r n m e i  t ! '  a S 8 1 8 .1 /  l e m  t o  l a y  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  s o u n d  I n d i a n  
C o r : r S a n d W e ^ ? h t r o l , ^ ‘ h - - ‘ t o  f r o m  t h e  B o o k  o f

\ . ‘i y e i ’ w 110 \  fce^ 8 UJ t o  t a k e  th e  m e a n  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  S
• ■ ' !!, 00  m u c h  s t r i c t n e s s  in  r e fu s in g  a n d  t o o  m u c h  e a se  in  '
l o ' T  A .-  1S, ,t h e  a t t i t u d o  o f  m i n d  w h ic h  l t h i n k  w e  s h o u l d  I

a l o p t  to  t h is  p r o b l e m ,

■ c°% \
i DEBATE [ h .
(= y f ^ f ' ^ " ' ]  j ^hirik that that will continue to be the caseVj^Xm



f i r l S i S w  K J l i L  W i n t e r t o a 's  s p e e c h  p m )
■ I S ® . J I In d o -B rit is h  F rie n d s h ip  I

I c o m e — n o  d o u b t  t o  t h e  r e l i e f  o f  h o n .  M e m b d r s^ -® -—̂  
( f l o n .  M e m b e r s  : N o ,  N o  !” ) — I sh all  h a v e  an  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  r e p l y i n g  
l a t e r — 1 c o m e  t o  m y  la s t  w o r d s  o n  t h i s  q u e s t i o n ,  a n d  I s h o u l d  l i k e  
t o  sa y  s o m e t h i n g  o n  t h e  v e r y  d e l i c a t e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
b e t w e e n  G r e a t  B r i t a in  a n d  I n d i a .  I h a v e  b e e n  s t r u c k  b y  t h e  p e r 
s i s t e n c y  w i t h  w h i c h  t h e  e n e m i e s  o f  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
w o r l d  in  e v e r y  c o u n t r y  a n d  e v e n ,  I a m  a f r a i d ,  in  t h e  B r i t i s h  E m p i r e  
i t s e l f ,  c h e r i s h  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h i s  c o u n t r y  h a s  l o s t  f a i t h  in  it se l f .  
T h a t  is an i d e a  w h i c h  is  f o s t e r e d  t o  s o m e  e x t e n t  b y  p e o p l e  a t  h o m e  
w n o  c l a i m  to  b e  s u p e r - p a t r i o t s ,  a n d  b y  m e n  w h o  h a d  n o  e x p e r i e n c e ,  
e i t h e r  in  t h e  G r e a t  W a r  o r  in  t h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  W a r  w h i c h  p r e -  
c o d e d  i t ,  o f  w h a t  is , a f t e r  a ll , t h e  r e a l  c r u c i b l e  in w h i c h  p a t r i o t i s m  
has to  b e  t e s t e d ,  n a m e l y  w a r  i t s e l f .  I t  i s  t h e s e  p e o p l e  w h o  are  
h e l p i n g  th e s e  e n e m i e s  o f  o u r s  t o  f o s t e r  t h i s  i l l u s i v e  d r e a m  t h a t  t h is  
c o u n t r y  h a s  l o s t  fa i th  in  i t s e l f  I b e l i e v e ,  o n  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  e x a c t l y  
t h e  o p p o s i t e  is t h e  c a s e .  T h o u s a n d s  o f  B r i t i s h  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  
"  . I'0 0 ^ P art  in  t h e  W a r  r e a l i s e d  f o r  t h e  first  t i m e  t h e  w o r t h  o f  
t n e ir  r a c e ,  i t s  c o u r a g e ,  p a t i e n c e ,  r e s o u r c e f u l n e s s  a n d  a b o v e  a ll , i t s  
m o r a l  q u a l i t ie s .  W i t h  t h i s  r e v e a l a t i o n  w e n t  n o  f o o l i s h  a s s e r t i o n  
o f  r a c e  s u p e r i o r i t y .  O n  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  w e  all  r e a l i s e d  t h e  w e a l t h  
o  g o o d  q u a l i t i e s  in  o t h e r  r a c e s  o f  t k o  E m p i r e  a n d  e s p e c ia l l y  s o  d i d  
t  icme o f  us w h o  h a d  t h e  i n e s t i m a b l e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  f i g h t i n g  d a y  a f t e r  
'm y  a n d  m o n t h  a f t e r  m o n t h  s id e  b y  s i d e  w i t h  t h e  t r o o p s  o f  o t h e r  
r a ces  o i  t h e  E m p i r e ,  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  a n y o n e  w h o ,  l i k e  m y s e l f ,  f o u g h t  
a .o n g s i d e  t h e  I n d i a n  t r o o p s .  W e  r e a l i s e d  t h o i r  g o o d  q u a l i t i e s ,  a n d  
c o n s e q u e n t l y  a f t e r  t h e  W a r  t h e r e  w a s  an  a l m o s t  p a s s i o n a t e  d e s i r e  t o  
c o - o p e r a t e  m o r o  fu l l y  w i t h  t h o s e  o t h e r  r a c e s  t h a n  w e  h a d  d o n e  
56 nre *■ 8̂ W a r ,  w h i l e  n o t  a b a t i n g  b y  o n e  j o t  o u r  b e l i e f  in  

° u r  o w n  r a c e  a n d  o u r  w o r l d  p o s i t i o n .  T h i s  n e w  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  
re a t t o n s h ip  b e t w e e n  th e  p e o p l e  o f  th is  c o u n t r y  a n d  t h e  p e o p l e s  o f  
d i T n  R|, e a t  P e ' l in s u la  o f  I n d i a  w i l l ,  l b e l i e v e ,  s u c c e e d  d e s p i t e  

o  cu ties, d o s p i t e  a l l  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  m . . l i g n a n e y  a n d  p e r v e r s i t y  
_ r v r , !*• a n d  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  1 0 ,  1 5  o r  2 0  y e a r s  h e n c e
| - P «  l o o k i n g  b a c k  w i l l  sa y  t h a t  w e  in  t h is  G o v e r n m e n t ,
11 _ t J e  y e a r s  i m m e d i a t e l y  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  W a r ,  w e r e  r i g h t  iu  

o u r  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  t r u e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  
a n d  I n d ia .

M r .  B o n  S p o o r  : Che C o m m i t t e e  h a 3 l i s t e n e d  t o  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s  t 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y  s p e e c h e s  o n  t h e  I n d i a n  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  it  has e v e r  b o o n  
t b o  l o t  o f  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  H o u s e  o f  C o m m o n s  t o  h e a r .  T h e  N o b l e  
E o r d  m a d e  a s p e e c h  w h ic h ,  v i e w e d  f r o m  a n y  p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  m u s t  b o  

1 r e g a r d e d  as u n u s u a l ly  d e p r e s s i n g  l d o  n o t  c r i t i c i s e  s o  m u c h  w h a t



. \ b e l a id,/  B u t  ,1 d o  c r i t i c i s e  w h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  say .  T h e  i n c o m p l s w i a i s  
o f  h i s  s u r v e y — b e c a u s e  h e  r e a l ly  t o l d  u s  n o t h i n g  a t  all  aboxrtrtTO^ 
r e a l  s i t u a t i o n  in  I n d i a — t h e  w a y  in  w h i c h  h is  s p e e c h  f r o m  b e g i n n i n g  
t o  e n d  r e f l e c t e d  an o p t i m i s m  w h i c h  c e r t a i n l y  i s  n o t  j u s t i f i e d  b y  t h e  
fa c t s ,  a n d  t h e  e a s y  m a n n e r  i n  w h i c h  he  s k a t e d  o v e r  w h a t  a r e  v e r y  
r e a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a n d  i m m e n s e l y  s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m s ,  v e r b  e x c e e d i n g l y  
d e p r e s s in g .  H e  t o l d  u s ,  f i r s t  o f  all , t h a t  t h e  f in a n c ia l  s i t u a t i o n  in 
I n d i a  g a v e  c a u s e  fo r  g r a v e  d i s q u i e t .  H e  p o i n t e d  o u t  b o w  i t  w a s  
i m p o s s ib l e  t o  g e t  a  B u d g e t  in  w h i c h  b o t h  e n d s  w o u l d  m e 13*- 
t h e n  he  w e n t  o n ,  q u i t e  a i r i ly ,  t o  t e l l  u s  t h a t  h e  l o o k e d  f o r w a r d  to  
t h e  f u t u r e  w i t h  c o n f i d e n c e  as w e  g o t ,  a n d  a p p a r e n t l y  w e  w e r e  g e t -  
i n g  in c r e a s i n g l y  p e a c e f u l  in  in t e r n a l  c o n d i t i o n s :  a n d  t h a t ,  as  t h e r e  w a s  
c o m i n g  a  r e v i v a l  o f  t r a d e ,  all  w o u l d  b e  w e l l  in  I n d i a  in  a v e r y  s h o r t  
t i m e .  In  t h e  w h o le  s p e e c h  t h e r e  w a s  n o t  a  s in g le  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  
I n d i a n  p o i n t  o f  v i e w .  T h e  w h o l e  s p e e c h  w a s  t h e  s p e e c h  o f  a 
B r i t i s h e r  w h o  v i e w e d  t h is  p r o b l e m  p u r e l y  t h r o u g h  B r i t i s h  e y e s .  
T h e r e  w a s  n o  a t t e m p t  m a d e  a t  all  e v e n t s  in  al. t h a t  w e  h a v e  h e a r d  
so  fa r  t o  m e e t  w h a t  s o m e  o f  u s  r e g a r d  as th e  l e g i t im a t e  d e m a n d s  
o f  t h e  I n d i a n  p e o p l e .  I s u b m i t  t h a t  t h e  s p e e c h  rea l ly  r e f l e c t e d  n o  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  s y m p a t h y  w i t h  t h e  I n d i a n  m i n d  a t  all.

W e  w e r e  a s s u r e d  t h a t  t h e r e  ad  b e e n  n o  c h a n g e  in  p o l i c y  
s i n c e  w e  h a d  a  change in  t h e  off ic ia ls  a t  t h e  I n d i a  O ff ice ,  
b u t  I d o  s u b m i t  t h a t ,  i f  t h a t  s p e e c h  r e p r e s e n ts  t h e  a t t i t u d e  
o f  t h e  I n d i a  O f f i c e ,  t h e r e  has b e e n  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  c h a n g e  in s p i r i t .  
G a m l h i  a n d  t h e  w h o le  n o n  c o  o p e r a t i o n  m o v e m e n t  w e r e  s w e p t  o n  o n e  
su ie  as  t h o u g h  t h e y  h a r d ly  c o u n t e d  a t  all. G a n d h i ,  w e  w e r e  t o l d ,  
is  in  p r i s o n .  W e  w e r e  t o l d  t h a t  a f e w  o u t l a w s  r e m a i n e d  in  th e  
j u n g l e .  1 r e m e m b e r  t h a t  o n e  y e a r  w e  c a l le d  M i c h a e l  C o l l i n s  an  o u t l a w  
a n d  th e  n e x t  y e a r  c a l le d  h im  a hero .

C o l .  S i r  C .  Y a t o  : N e v e r !

M r.  S p o o r  : T h e r e  w e r e  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e s  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  w h o  
u s e d  t e rm s  u p o n  w h ic h  t h a t  in t e r p r e t a t i o n  c o u l d  lie p u t .

Indian Military Situation.

I s h o u ld  l ik e  j u s t  t o  r e fe r  v e r y  b r i e f l y  t o  o n e  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  
m i l i t a r y  s i t u a t i o n  in I n d ia .  I d o  n o t  w a n t  t o  d i s c u s s  i t  in  a n y  
d e ta i l  ; w i l l  l e a v e  t h a t  to  o t h e r s  w h o  are  m o r e  c o m p e t e n t  th a n  I 
a m  t o  d e a l  w i t h  i t  : b u t  I s h o u ld  l i k e  t o  a sk  t h e  N o b l e  L o r d  i f  he 
c a n  g i v e  us s o m e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  t r e m e n d o u s  in c r e a s e  in 
m i l i t a r y  e x p e n d i t u r e .  I  b o ln  v e  that, o n  B r i t i s h  t r o o p s  a l o n e  t h e r e  
has b e e n  an in c r e a se ,  s in ce  1 0 1 4 ,  o f  a b o u t  £ 7 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  p e r  a n n u m  
in  e x p e n d i t u r e .  C o m p a r e d  w i t h  1 9 1 4 ,  t h e  A r m y  in  I n d i a  in  1 9 2 1  
was ,  1 b e l i e v e ,  r e d u c e d  in  s t r e n g t h  b y  a b o u t  6 0 0 0 .  I u n d e r s t a n d ,  
of c o u r s e ,  th a t  t h e  in c r e a s e  in  e x p e n d i t u r e  is in  t h e  m a in  d u e  to
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sn t  *n hP0 p a y  o f  o f f i c e r s  a n d  m e n ,  b u t  a t  t h e  s a m o V n t f e l i t  
sal a m o u n t ,  a n d ,  w h e n  o n e  r e m e m b e r s  t h a t  p r a c t i c a k y J J w ^  
1 t e t e n u e  g o e s  in  m i l i t a r y  e x p e n d i t u r e ,  o n e  m u s t  r e a l i s e  

f t  , * ,  r e a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a r e  b o u n d  t o  a r i s e .  W h i l e ,  h o w e v e r ,
e r e  as  b e e n  t h i s  d e c r e a s e  in  t h e  n u m b e r  o i  B r i t i s h  t r o o p s  in  

•11 l a ' “ 10 *rif o r m e d  t h a t  t h e r e  has b e e n  a  r a t h e r  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  
in c t ^ a s e  in  t e H e a d q u a r t e r s  S ta f f ,  a n d ,  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  in  t h e  m a i n -  
t e n a n e e  o f  t h e  3 0 1  in  1 9 1 4  t o  4 4 4  la s t  y e a r .  1 d o  n o t  k n o w  w h e t h e r  

e JMoble L o r d  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  j u s t i f y  t h a t  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  in c r e a s e , '  
in  l a c e  o f  t h e  d e c r e a s e  as  fa r  as  t r o o p s  ar e  c o n c e r n e d .

The Political Situation
, C o m i n g  b a c k  t o  t h o  s p e e c h  o f  th e  N o b l e  L o r d ,  I w o u ld  sa y  t h a t  

8 c ,ly f ° r p a t r o n i s i n g  I n d i a  has g o n e .  W e  h a v e  t h e r e  a  p r o b l e m  
0 0  g r a v e  t o  b e  f a c e d  in  t h a t  m a r in e r ,  a n d  I s h o u l d  l ik e  t o  d i s c u s s ,  

Pm  a p s  a l i t t l e  m o r e  i n t i m a t e l y  t h a n  t h e  N o b l e  L o r d  has d o n e ,  th e  
n i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  in t h a t  c o u n t r y .  W e  a r e  t o l d  t o - d a y  t h a t  I n d i a  

^  e c o m i n g  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  m o r e  p e a c e f u l .  W e  h a v e  b e e n  t o ld  t h a t  
0 t i o n - c o o p o r a t i o n  m o v e m e n t  has r e c e i v e d  a  s e v e r e  c h e c k .  W e  

^ a v e  b e e n  t o l d  t h a t  G a n d h i ’ s i n f l u e n c e  is o n  t h e  w a n e .  W e  h a v e  
yCen t o ld  a l s o  t h a t  th e  s u p r e m a c y  o f  B r i t i sh  a u t h o r i t y  is  b e i n g  a g a in  
\vh' l0-at'B(^' ^  w o u fd b o  d i f f i c u l t  t o  i m a g i n e  a  m o r e  s u p e r f i c ia l  v i e w  o f  

a t  is, p e r h a p s ,  t h e  m o s t  v i t a l  is su e  f a c in g  B r i t i s h  s f a t e m a n s h i p  at 
o y S m o m e n t .  F o r ,  w h a t  are  th e  fa c t s  1 A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  m o m e n t
0 > r  "  ’ dOO p o l i t i c a l  p r i s o n e r s  are  in  g o a l .  T h o y  i n c l u d e  m e n  o f  h ig h  
i n d u ' d t 0 r ' mfln w *l0se  c h a r a c t e r  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  q u e s t i o n e d .  T h o y  
g r e u t l °  111011 Pr° f ° u,|d  c u l t u r e — o f  a  c u l t u r e ,  1 s u b m i t ,  p r o b a b l y  
C o m r r f  10 e x ,°,6ss t h a t  o f  t h e  a v e r a g e  M e m b e r  o f  t h o  H o u s e  o f  
Brit 'i i|U".S'   ̂ w o  o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  a g o  th e s e  m e n  w o r e  n o t  h o s t i le  to  
G o v e r n '  80 *ar  as ^ r ' l ' 3h P e o p le ,  as d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f r o m  t h e  
th e s o  2 0 ^  816 c o l ' c e r n e ( f ’ t h e y  a r e  n o t  h o s t i l e  n o w .  T h e  c r i m e  o f  
t h a t  tfi P e o p le  is n o t  t h a t  t h e y  m e  a n t i  B r i t i s h  ; i t  is s i m p l y
a “ d  t h d  a l °  f 'h e i r  a g g r e s s i v e  a s s e r t i o n  o f  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,
COntinu erT  l l l . et ls6 n a t i o n a l i s m ,  h a v e  b e e n  s r im u la to r l  b y  a  lo n g -  
fa m i l i a r  f 80™98 °*  P l u n d e r i n g  e r r o r s  in B r i t i s h  p o l i c y .  W e  a r e  
w i t h  I ’ l°- C o u r s e > w ’ , h the  s t o r y  o f  r e c e n t  h a p p e n i n g s  in o u r  r e l a t i o n s  

. I L t h e  s t o r y  o f  a  d e m a n d  f o r  f r e e d o m  w h i c h  w a s  d a i l y  
w in g  m o i a  in s i s t e n t ,  a n d  t h e  p a r t ia l  m e e t i n g  o f  t h a t  d e m a n d  b y  

) »  e i o i m  S c h e m e  o f  1 9 1 9  : a n d  h e r e  1 m a y  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  m a k e  an  
o b s e r v a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  la t e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S l a t e .  T h a t  
Sent  t m a n  has b e e n  d r i v e n  f r o m  o f f i ce ,  b u t  h is  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o w a r d s  

10 l 0 0 i o g  o f  I n d i a  w i l l  n e v e r  b e  f o r g o t t e n  b y  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h a t  
c o u i i n y .  Lhe A c t  o f  1 9 1 9  a p p a r e n t l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h o  u t m o s t  t h a t  
o o o i i  b e  e x t r a c t e d  f r o m  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t .  W h i l e ,  in  t h e  o p i n i o n  o f



I* y s g ^ o y  fyt >ts i n a d e q u a n c y  w a s  b o u n d  t o  c r e a t e  d i f f i c u l t ^ S l i i l
d i d  c r e a t e  d i f f i c u l t y ,  i t  w a s  t h e  f irst  r e a l l y  e t f e c t i v e ^ e l e ^ —  ̂

t ik«}n b y  a n y  r e s p o n s ib l e  B r i t i s h  s t a t e s m a n  t o w a r d s  t h e  fu l f i lm e n t  o f  
p l e d g e s  b o t h  e x p r e s s  a n d  i m p l i e d  d u r i n g  t h e  w h o le  of t h e  l o n g  yoaTS 
o f  o u r  d o m i n a n c e  in  I n d i a .

L o v e r s  o f  l i b e r ty ,  n o t  o n l y  in  t h e  B r i t i s h  E m p i r e ,  b u t  e v e r y 
w h e r e ,  w il l  r e m a in  g r a t e f u l  t o  t h e  r i g h t  h o n .  G e n t l e m a n  in  t h a t  
b e  d i d ,  a t  ail  e v e n t s ,  s u c c e e d  in  o p e n i n g  a  r o a d w a y  w h i c h  w i l l  n e v e r  
a g a in  be  c l o s e d .  B u t  t h e  r e f o r m s  t h a t  h e  i n t r o d u c e d  h a v e  n e v e r  
h a d  a real  c h a n c e .  A m r i t s a r  a n d  t h e  T u r k i s h  P e a c e  T r e a t y  c r e a t e d  
an a t m o s p h e r e  in w h i c h  t h e  fu l l  b e n e f i t  o f  t h a t  s c h e m e  c o u l d  n e v e r  
be r e a l i s e d .  R e s e n t m e n t  a g a in s t  w h a t  m a n y  o f  u s  r e g a r d  as b a r 
b a r o u s  m e t h o d s  o f  G o v e r n m e n t ,  a g a in s t  v i n d i c t i v e  s c h e m e s  o f  
b o u n d a r y  r e - a d j u s t m e n t  w h i c h  v i o l a t e d  w h a t ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  a r e  v e r y  d e e p  
r e l i g i o u s  s e n t i m e n t s — th e se  s t i r r e d  u p  h a t r e d ,  n o t ,  l e t  m e  aga in  
e m p h a s i s e ,  a g a in s t  t h e  B r i t i s h  p e o p le ,  b u t  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  G o v e r n m e n t  
r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s .  T h e  w e a p o n  o f  n o n - c o - o p e r a t i o n  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  
a n d  t h e  B r it ish  a u t h o r i t i e s  w e r e  fa c e d  w i t h  a p r o b l e m  o f  u n p a r a l le 
led  d i f f i cu lty .  V a s t  n u m b e r s  o f  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  r e v i s e d  e v e n  t o  
t r k e  part  in t h e  first  e l e c t i o n .  P a s s i v e  r e s i s t a n c e  sp re a d  r i g h t  
t h r o u g h  th e  c o u n t r y .  I w a s  in  s o m e  d i s t r i c t s  in  t h e  B o m b a y  P r e s i 
d e n c y  a l i t t le  o v e r  a y e a r  a g o  w h o r e  n o t  3  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  e l e c t o r a t e  
w o u ld  g o  t o  v o te .  I t  is e x t r e m e l y  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  th o s e  o f  us w h o  h a v e  
b e e n  r e a r e d  a m i d  t h e  p u r e l y  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  p h i l o s o p h i e s  o f  t h e  W e s t  
t o  u n d e r s t a n d  e v e n  d i m l y ,  t h e  r e a s o n i n g  o f  th e  E a s te r n  m i n d .  
L o n g e r  m e n ta l  p e r s p e c t i v e s  t h a n  ar e  p o s s ib l e  in  t h e  r u sh  a n d  h u r r y  
o f  m o d e m  p o l i t i c s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  a n d  t e m p e r a m e n t a l  s y m p a t h ie s  w h i c h ,  
in  th e  m ain ,  are  a l i e n  t o  u s .  S o  i t  is t h a t  th is  n o n - c o - o p e r a t i o n  
m o v e m e n t  is  vary  la r g e ly  m i s u n d e r s t o o d  b y  i ts  W e s t e r n  c r i t i c s ,  b u t  
w e  d o  n o t  g o t  o v e r  i t  b y  c a l l i n g  i t  f a n a t i c a l .  W o  c e r t a i n l y  shall  
n o t  su p p r e ss  i t  b y  i m p r i s o n i n g  a  f e w  t h o u s a n d s  o f  i t s  l e a d e r s .  T h e  
p r i s o n  has n o t  y e t  b e e n  b u i l t  t h a t  w i l l  e n c l o s e  an i d e a ,  f o r  th e  
g u n  is n o t  f o r g e d  y e t  t h a t  c a n  d e s t r o y  a  w i l l ,  h o w e v e r  i t  m a y  
m a n i f e s t  i tse l f ,  t h a t  is  r e a l l y  m a k i n g  fo r  f r e e d o m .  I k n o w  t h a t  
sm n e  p c o ,  le i m a g i n e  t h a t  i t  m a y  b e  p o s s i b l e  t o  r a ise  a d a m  t h a t  
w i l l  ho ld  t h e  c u r r e n t  it. c h e c k  ; b u t  t h e  h i g h e r  y o u  r a ise  y o u r  d a m  
t h e  g r e a t e r  b e c o m e s  t h e  p r e s s u r e  t h a t  is  b e h in d  i t  T h e  g r e a t  
d a n g e r  m t h a t  s o m e  d a y  t h e  d a m  w i l l  b u r s t ,  as c e r t a i n l y  s o m e  d a y  
ni  I n d i a  th e  g a o l  d o o r s  w i l l  h a v e  t o  b e  o p e n e d

Y o u  a r e  d e a l i n g  in  I n d i a  w i t h  a t e r r i f i c  f o r c e ,  a  f o r c e  w h i c h  is  
a l t o g e t h e r  in c a l c u la b le  a n d  a l m o s t  s u p e r h u m a n .  T h e  p o l i c y  o f  b l o o d  
a n d  i r o n  cart n o  m o r e  b r i n g  p e a c e  in I n d i a  t h a n  i t  b r o u g h t  p e a c e  
>n I r e l a n d ,  i t  ha s  n e v e r  b r o u g h t  p e a c e  in  a n y  c o u n t r y  in  t h e  w o r l d  
y e t  V o u  cannot d e f e a t  n o n - c o o p e r a t i o n ,  P e r s o n a l l y ,  l s h o u l d

f i  tB Ji  iK D lA N  I) kb ATE  [h. o#'coit§.
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I* y l S j k  to  5 ?b0 i t  d o f e a t o d ,  b u t  n o t  b y  th e  m e t h o d s  t h a t  n r ^ n ^ t s  
K v # * H #  b y  , l l e  G .o v e r . im e i i t  o f  I n d i a  b a c k e d  b y  th e  B r i t i sh  k G o » —  ̂

\ t W p ^ *  th is  c o u n t r y .  Y o u  can  d e f e a t  n o n - c o - o p e r a t i o n  b y  
p r a c t i s in g  c o - o p e r a t i o n .  W h e n  1 say  th a t ,  1 m e a n  t h e  w i l l in g ,  
u n g r u d g i n g  c o  o p e r a t i o n  o f  B r it ish  a n d  I n d i a n  on  a b s o lu t e ly  e q u a l  
t e r m s  in  th e  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  a c o m m o n  w e a l t h  j o i n t l y  e n j o y e d .
1 ho N o b l o  L o r d  to ld  us that, c e r t a in  p o l i t i c a l  d i s a b i l i t i e s  u n d e r  
w h i c h  In d ia n s  su f fe r  in s o m e  o f  o u r  C o l o n i e s  w e r e  l ik e ly  t o  ho 
r e m o v e d  W o  h o p e  th a t  t h e y  will  v e r y  s p e e d i ly  be  r e m o v e d .  W o  
h o p e  t h a t  e v e n  o u r  C o l o n i a l  O ff ice  w il l  he c o n v e r t e d  to  t h o  w i s d o m  
o f  t r e a t in g  I n d ia n s  as B r i t i s h  s u b je c t s  are  t r e a te d  ; f o r  so  l o n g  as 
a  s in g le  In d ia n  suffers  f r o m  a  d i s a b i l i t y  e i t h e r  in I n d i a  o r  in a 
Br it ish  C o l o n y ,  so  l o n g  as a s in gle  In d ia n  is d e n ie d  a  r i g h t  that, is 
e n j o y e d  hy his  B r i t i sh  f e l l o w - c i t i z e n s ,  so  l o n g  will  t h e r e  he  d i s c o r d  
an d  d a n g e r  a n d  n o  c h a n c e  o f  p e a c e .

Face the Real Issue.
1 d o  ask  th e  G o v e r n m e n t  rea l ly  to  m a k o  an a t t e m p t  to  fa ce  

t m real  issuo. In s te a d  o f  t r y i n g  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  G a n d h i  „we p u t  
h im  in g ao l .  S u c h  p o l icy  a n d  su ch  a p p r o v a l ,  as i t  a p p a r e n t ly  has in 
t in s  H o u se  in  certa in  q u a r te r s ,  is a c o n f e s s i o n  o f  h o p e le s s  i n c o m p e 
te n ce .  G a n d h i ,  r ig h t ly  u n d e r s t o o d ,  is far  less an i s o la t e d  l e a d e r  
th a n  the  i n c a r n a t i o n  o f  w h a t  is u n d o u b t e d l y  t h e  p o p u la r  w i l l .
VV h e t h e r  w e  ag r o o  w i t h  h im  o r  not, d o e s  n o t  c o n c e r n  m y  a r g u m e n t ,  
hut t h r o u g h  G a n d h i  the  h o p e s  o f  -m i l l i o n s  o f  I n d ia n s  are  f i n d i n g  
u t t e r a n c e .  W e  m a y  d is a g r e e  w i t h  his  id e a s  e n t i r e ly ,  b u t  i t  is a  
p r o f o u n d  m is t a k e  to  i n u g i n e  th a t  th e y  are  m o r e l y  p e r s o n a l .  T h e  
solo  e f f e c t  o f  h is  i m p r i s o n m e n t  is  t o  s t im u la t e  f e e l in g s  o f  b i t t e r n e s s  
w itch will r u in  all p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  a  p e a c e fu l  issu o  o f  t h is  g r e a t  
s t ru g g le .  L'he s u p r e m a c y  o f  B r it ish  a u t h o r i t y  has b e e n  v i n d i c a t e d .

e s * f ’ d  I n d ia  is p ra c t ic a l ly  b a n k r u p t .  T h e  L a n c a s h i r e  c o t t o n  
t ra d e  is in  p e n | i n d e e d ,  tho  e c o n o m i c  e f f e c t s  o f  t h is  c o n f l i c t  are
as b a d  as the  p o l i t i c a l  ottos.

. U n le ss  th e r e  is a ra p id  c h a u g a  in  th e  w h o le  t e m p e r  o f  t h e  
re .ittoiis o f  B r i ta in  a n d  I n d ia ,  I n d i a  w i l l  he  lo s t  t o  B r i t a in  a n d  

M ifa n i  w i l l  be  lo s t  t o  I n d ia ,  a n d  n o  o n e  here  can  p o s s ib ly  i m a g in o  
th e  m a g n i t u d e  o f  su ch  a d i s a s t e r  as th at .  I am  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t b e r o  
ts a v e r y  m u c h  g r a v e r  r isk  o f  t h a t  h a p p e n in g  th a n  w o u ld  b e  i n f e r r e d  
r o m  the  s p e e c h  t o  w h ic h  w e  h a v e  j u s t  l i s t e n e d .  I s u b m i t ,  fu r t h e r ,  

t h a t  the  p ra ct ica l  s o l u t i o n  o f  th is  d i f f i c u l ty  is  n o t  s o  t e r r i b l y  ha rd  
a f t e r  all . I n d ia  s im p ly  w a n ts  t o  b e  m a s t e r  in  h e r  o w n  h o u s e ,  a n d  
" u t i l  sh e  is m a s t e r  in h e r  o w n  h o u se  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  n o  p e a c e .  F o r  
t h e  la s t  t w o  o r  t h r e o  w e e k s  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  a p p e a r in g  in  a  r e s p o n 
s ib le  B r i t i s h  n e w s p a p e r ,  “  T h o  M a n c h e s t e r  G u a r d i a n , ”  a  se r ie s  o f  
a r t ic le s  f r o m  its  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  in  In d ia .  In  an  a r t i c le  t h a t  a p p e a r -  
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|i ( f S ' u a s t -  M o n d a y  h e  r e c o r d e d  a  c o n v e r s a t i o n  t h a t  h e  h a d V a k h l a  
V i  . - S s ^ t H y y P a r s e e  m e r c h a n t .  T h i s  w a s  a  m a n  w h o  w a s  n o t  a  ikiiH .-1 

■T̂ p ^ r a j j a r  a t  a l l .  T h e  a r t i c l e  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  M a b o -  
m e d a u s ,  H i n d o o s  a n d  P a r s e c s .  I q u o t e  t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  t h i s  P a r s e o  
g e n t l e m a n  b e c a u s e  lie is  q u i t e  a p a r t  a n d  s e p a r a t o  f r o m  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
s i d e ,  o r  i n d e e d  a n y  s id e ,  o f  t h e  n o n - c o  o p e r a t i v e  m o v e m e n t ,  l h o  
c o r r e s p o n d e n t  a s k e d  h im  c e r t a i n  q u e s t i o n s .  H e  a s k e d ,  “  Is t h e  r o o t  
c a u s e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  u n r e s t  th is  u n s a t is f ie d  n a t i o n a l  a s p i r a t i o n ,  o r  
t h e  e c o n o m i c  t r o u b l e  1”  T h i s  w a s  t h e  a n s w e r  ;

“  T h e  r o o t  c a u s e  is t h e  u n s a t is f ie d  n a t i o n a l i s t  a s p i r a t i o n -  ^ n a t  
is in t e n s i f i e d  b y  t h e  v e r y  su r io u s  e c o n o m i c  t r o u b le .  B u t  w e  c o u l d  
fa ce  th o s e  e c o n o m i c  t r o u b l e s 1 w i t h  m u c h  g r e a t e r  equanimity if w e  lee l  
t h a t  o u r  h a n d s  w e r e  f r e e  t o  t a k e  o u r  o w n  m e a s u r e  t o . m e e t  th e  
s i t u a t i o n .  A s  i t  is w e  h a v e  to  l e a v e  m a t t e r s  in y o u r  h a n d s ,  a m ] ,  
t o  s p e a k  q u i t e  f r a n k l y ,  w c  t h i n k  y o u  h a v e  m a d e  a  t h o i o u g h  ba d  
m ess  o f  o u r  b u s in e s s .  L o t  m e  m a k e  m y s e l f  q u i t e  c lear .  I f  o u r  
e c o n o m i c  t r o u b le  v a n i s h e d ,  if t h e  e x c h a n g e  steadied, t r a d e  r e v iv e d ,  
b u d g e t s  b a l a n c e d ,  f o o d  p r i c e s  fe l l ,  m o n s o o n s  w e r e  f a v o u r a b l e  a n d  
c r o p s  w e r e  g o o d ,  t h e n  y o u  w o u l d  f in d  us  s t i l l  j u s t  as d e t e r m i n e d  as 
ever to  b e  m a s t e r s  in  o u r  o w n  h o u s e .

•Then h o  w a s  a s k e d  b y  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  this 
q u e s t i o n  : “ O n  t b o  d a y  w h e n  y o u  are  m a s t e r s  in y o u r  o w n  house 
w h a t  w i l l  h a p p e n  t o  o u r  c a p i t a l  a n d  o u r  p e o p le  in  I n d ia ? ”  L-, v i e w  
oi  t h e  a la rm  t h a t  1 h a v e  h e a r d  e x p r e s s e d  in  m a n y  q u a r t e r s  r e g a r d in g  
t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  E u r o p e a n s  in  t h a t  c o u n t r y ,  th is  a n s w e r  is i n t e r e s t i n g :  

“ T h e y  w i l l  b e  p e r f e c t l y  safe . T o - d a y  t h e r e  is f r i c t i o n  o v e r  th e  
q u e s t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c a l  s u p r e m a c y .  S o  lo n g  as t h a t  q u e s t i o n  is u n s e t 
t le d  b a d  b l o o d  m a y  b e . e n g e n d e r e d  a t  a n y  m o m e n t ,  a n d  t h e  l iv e s  
“ < V ' " '  p e o p le  m a y  b e  e n d a n g e r e d  Y o u  t h e r e f o r e  n e e d  a c e r t a i n  
n u m b e r  o f  I . r i t i s h  t r o o p s  m  th e  c o u n t r y .  I q u i t0  seu , l m  BaC 
o n c e ' t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c a l  s u p r e m a c y  is oucoi w a y ,  y o u  w i l l  n o t  
p e e d  a s in g le  B r i t i s h  s o ld i e r  in  I n d i a  so  fa r  as th e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  y o u r  
p e o p l e  a n d  y o u r  p r o p e r t y  is c o n c e r n e d .  A n d  1 c a n  te ll  y o u  t o o  t h a t  
y o u  w il l  h i ,d  t h a t  w e  sh all  th e n  n e e d  B r i t i s h  b - a i n s  a n d  B r i t i s h  
c a p i ta l  as  m u c h  as e v e r ,  a n d  w e  sh a l l  f e e l  m u c h  less  r e l u c t a n c e  to  
e m p l o y  h e m  T h e  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  g o e s  o n  t o  sa y ,  “ T h i s  i »  n o t  th e  
b a i t  h e ld  o u t  by  a n o n - c o  o p e r a t o r .  I t  is t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  a P a r s e o  
m a n  or bu asin ess

Labour Paily's Suggestions

T h e r e  a r e  o e r ta in  sp e c i f i c  t h in g s  w h ic h  w e  in t h e  p a r t y  w i t h  
.which I am  a s s o c ia t e d  fe c i  s h o u ld  be  d o n e  i m m e d i a t e l y .  1 c o m p l a i n  
o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  N o b l e  L o r d  g a v e  n o  i n d i c a t i o n  w h a t e v e r  t h a t  
t h e  p e r f e c t l y  l e g i t i m a t e  d e m a n d s  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  p e o p l e  s h o u l d  b e  m e t .

TEE  INDIAN DEBATE  [h. c/ cSus.
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\ . \ fj j f t j j s s / t f  jiise d e m a n d s  ar e  in s o m e  m e a s u r e  c o m p l i e d  w i t h  w e j ^ r l  

b o u n d  t o  h a v e  in c r e a s in g  a g g r a v a t i o n  o£ w h a t  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  m o f l O T i r - ^  
\J|^awJerribly  d a n g e r o u s  p o s i t i o n .  W e  s u b m i t  t h a t  t h e  w h o l e  o f  the  

p o l i t i c a l  p r iso n e r s  s h o u ld  be  i m m e d i a t e l y  r e l e a s e d .  T h o s e  o f  u s  
w h o  h a v o  m e t  s o m e  o f  th e se  m e n  k n o w  t h a t  i t  is  a c r im in a l  t h in g  
th at  m e n  l ik e  L a jp a t  R a i ,  w h o s e  c r im e  is t h a t  t h e y  are  p a t r io t s ,  
h a v e  b e e n  east  i n t o  p r iso n .  W e  s u b m i t  a lso  t h a t  a c o n f e r e n c e  w h i c h  
w o u ld  in c lu d e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  e v e r y  s c h o o l  o f  I n d ia n  t h o u g h t  a n d  
r e p r e s e n t a t iv e s  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  G o v e r n m e n t  s h o u ld  b e  i m m e d i a t e l y  
c a l le d ,  l h a t  c o n f e r e n c e  s h o u ld  r e v e a l  t h e  w h o le  s i t u a t i o n .  I t  s h o u ld  
r e v e a l  t h e  w o r k i n g  o f  t h e  s y s t e m  o f  a n a r c h y ,  a b o u t  w h i c h  w e  h a d  
so  m u c h  c o n t r o v e r s y  w h e n  the  1 9 1 9  B i l l  w a s  b e f o r e  t h e  H o u s e .  
T h e  B r i t i sh  a n d  I n d ia n  G o v e r n m e n t s  s h o u ld  g i v e  s o m e  i n d i c a t i o n  
t h a t  t h e y  are  g o i n g  t o  r e v is e  th e  w h o le  q u e s t i o n  l o n g  b e f o r e  t h e  
■period o f  te n  ye a r s  w h i c h  is n a m e d  in  the  A c t .  S o m e  o f  us  m a d e  
an a t t e m p t  w h e n  t h e  B i l l  w a s  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  J o i n t  S e l e c t  C o m 
m i t t e e  t o  g e t  t h a t  t e n  y e a r s ’ p e r i o d  k n o c k e d  o u t .  W o  w e r e  n o t  

u c c e s s fu l ,  b u t  th e  g r a v i t y  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  is s u ch  a t  th e  m o m e n t  
rat t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  s h o u ld  g i v e  s o m e  i n d i c a t i o n  that, t h e y  

are  p r e p a r e d  t o  c o n s i d e r  th e  w h o le  q u e s t i o n  o f  r e f o r m  a t  an  e a r l i e r  
■ ate-  1 b e l i e v e  i f  the  G o v e r n m e n t  w o u l d  d e c la r e  n o w  t h a t  t h e y  
are  p r e p a r e d  t o  ca ll  th is  c o n f e r e n c e  o n  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  c o u r s e  

ha t  all w h o  t a k e  p a r t  in  i t  w i l l  fa i th fu l l y  a n d  l o y a l ly  a b i d e  b y  
* s d e c i s i o n s ,  an d  i f  t h e y  w i l l  fu r t h e r  s ta te  t h a t  t h e y  are  p r e p a r e d  

0 r e v is e  t h e  r o f o r m  s c h e m e  a t  a v e r y  e a r ly  d a t e ,  i t  w i l l  d o  m o r e  t o  
t r a n q u i l l is e  I n d ia  a n d  b r in g  p e a c e  in  t h a t  c o u n t r y  a n d  a b e t t e r  
o n  ei s t a n d i n g  t h e r e  t h a n  a n y t h in g  e l s e . c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  d o .

M  o s u b m i t  fu r t h e r ,  t h a t  s e e in g  t h a t  t h e  first, e l e c t i o n  r e s u l t e d  
. 1 m_A,iy cases  in  t h e  r e tu r n  o f  m e n  w h o  b y  n o  s t r e t c h  o f  the  
i m a g i n a t i o n  c o u l d  b e  c a l le d  p o p u la r ly  e l e c t e d ,  n o w  e l e c t i o n s  s h o u l d  

f  - M o r e  th a n  th a t ,  e v e r y  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  r a c ia l  s u p e r i o r i t y
j o u  ' ,Q r u th le s s ly  c u r b e d .  T h o  N o b l e  L o r d  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e
race  h ^ 6 ^ ari° 6rs u n c h e c k e d  r ace  h a t r e d .  H o w  m u c h  o f  t h a t  

B a t r e d  has b e o n  s t im u la t e d  b y  m e n  w h o  w e r e  n o t  fit a n d  p r o p e r  
P eop le  to  r e p r e s e n t  B r i ta in  in I n d i a ,  m e n  w h o  c o n s t a n t l y  a s s e r t e d  a  
'■ind o f  rac ia l  s u p e r i o r i t y  J N o  man w h o  has b e o n  in  I n d i a  b u t  'will 

■ u g ie e  w i t h  m o  t h a t  t h e r e  are  c e r t a in  . t y p e s  o f  m e n — I a m  n o t  n o w  
c o n d e m n i n g  th o  w h o le  E u r o p e a n  p o p u l a t i o n — w h o  have, d o n e  t r e 
m e n d o u s  h a r m  t o  B ;  ItiV .  a u t h o r i t y  a n d  t o  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  B r ita in  
s ta n d s  fo r  b e c a u s e  o f . i h e  a t t i t u d e  t h e y  h a v e  a g a in  a n d  a g a in  m a i n t a i n 
e d .  I h e  N o b l e  L o r d  s p o k e  o f  t h e  g r i e v a n c e s — a n d  I b e l i e v e  he  v a s  
T u t e  r i g h t  in  w h a t  h e  s a id — u n d e r  w h i c h  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  

c r v i c e  a t  p r e s e n t  su ffer ,  b u t  t h e r e  is  o n e  a s p e c t  o ’ t h a t  q u e s t i o n  
Vi b ic h  s h o u ld  n o t  h e  o v e r l o o k e d .  T h& re  is a f e e l in g  in  I n d ia  t h a t

I . , , , i  ^ ................. . . .
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• t j g ^ t y p e /  o f  m a n  w h o  in r e c e n t  y e a r s  h a s  g o n o  o u t  t o  r e p r o ^ u m l i s , 
\ ; t h e r e  is  n o t  q u i t e  *u g o o d  a?  t h e  t y p e  o f  m a n  w h o  u s e d  t o  g o  y e a r s  

o il iui ' w o r d s ,  t h a t  l h e r e  has b e e n  a c e r t a in  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  in  
t h e  p o i s o i i n e l  o f  t bo  I n d ia n  C iv i l  S e r v i c e .  iVIen fa m i l i a r  w i t h  I n d i a  
w i l l  1)0 b e t t o r  ab le  to  sp e a k  o f  t h a t  t h a n  I a m .  A t  all e v e n t s .  I h a v e  
h o a t d  t h e  a s s e r t io n  m a d e ,  n o t  o n l y  b y  r e s p o n s i b l e  In d ia n s ,  h u t  a lso  
b y  r e s p o n s i b l e  W h i t e  m e n  o c c u p y i n g  p o s i t i o n s  o u t  t h e r e ,  t h a t  
d e t e r i o r a t i o n  is p r o b a b l y  in s o m e  m e a s u r e  d u o  t o  th e  r a t h e r  u n c e r 
ta in  p o s i t i o n  in w h ic h  a n y  m an  e n t e r i n g  t h e  I n d ia n  C i v i l  fS e r i i c e  
m u s t  fee l  a t  p r e s e n t .  B u t  n o  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  s h o u l d  h e  a l l o w e d  w h ic h  
w il l  e n a b le  m e n  to  g o  o u t  t h e r e  t o  a s s e r t  t h a t  o v e r b e a r i n g  se n se  o f  
r a c ia l  s u p e r i o r i t y  w h i c h  d o e s  m o r e  t h a n  a n y t h i n g  e lse  to  s t i r  tip 
I n d i a n  f e e l in g  a g a i n s t  us.

We submit that there should be a reduction in the vast, military 
expenditure of India. It is a terrible thing that in a country, 93 
per cent of whoso people can neither read nor write —and the res
ponsibility for this state of illiteracy rests very largely with t.ho 
British Government— nearly a half of the total revenuo is spent in 
the maintenance of an Army. ^  0 should press on with the work of 
education. 1 agree with the Noble Lord that what we want in
I n d i a — a n d  i n d e e d  w e  c o u l d  d o  w i t h  it  in  th is  c o u n t r y __ w o u ld  b e
a w e l l - i n f o r m e d  e l e c t o r a t e — if  w e  c o u l d  o n l y  g e t  t h a t  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  
th e  s p e n d i n g  ot less  m o n e y  o n  m i l i t a r y  m a t t e r s  a n d  m o r e  o n  e d u c a 
t io n .  W e i m u s t  s h o w ,  t o o ,  in  a  w a y  w h ic h  c a n n o t  be  m i s u n d e r s t o o d
a  d e s i r e  to  he lp  I n d i a  t o w a r d s  c o m p l e t e  self-government a t  the
e a r l i e s t  p o s s ib l e  m o m e n t .  A s  fa r  as t h e  L a b o u r  P a r t y  is c o n c e r n e d
w e  a l w a y s  h a v e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  I n d ia  s h o u ld  b e  grant d  D o m  on 
H o m e  R u l e  w i t h i n ,  a t  a l l  e v e n t s ,  a c o m  Dari  t i p1„  . .  , , r
s u b m i t  f in a l ly  t h a t  fo r c e  a n d  th e  r u le  o f  b l o o d  a n d  iron  w i l T s u c c e e d

£  “ S S b i l i t  *  ll!lS >» I r e l a n d .  W e  h a v e  an i m m e n s e
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  a n d  th e  n u m b e r  o f  M e m b e r s  w h o  a t t e n d  I n d i a n  
D e b a t e s  s h o w s  h o w  c le a r ly  t h e  B r i t i s h  H o u s e  o f  C o m m o n s  r ea l ises

S o m o t i m "  1 7 ,n  f" ; i8 r " Cr- W e  8,111 h a v e  an o p p o r t u n i t y *
•, n lt  *h ' ; a v o . . f " h  *jL*t rila,t te rs  h a v e  g o n o  so  far  t h a t  r e c o v e r y
o V l a ^ v c  I . " T . V  r  , .W b e n  1 oarn0 b a c k  f r o m  I n d i a  in  D e c e m b e r  

;  a ue o o l l , 'g -= -a i id  I k n o w  i ,  w a s  s h a r e d  b y  o t h e r s -
' -, ll a c k i n p V Cy ” 'UJ s o , ) i " lc)> « o  u n w is e ,  s o  u t t e r l y  u n s y m p a t h e t i c ,  
s o  l a c k i n g  in  a p p r e c ia t i o n  o f  the  rea l  I n d ia n  point, o f  v i e w ,  that  an y  
r e c o v e r y  c o u ld  n o t  p o s s ib ly  be  m a d e .  1 b e l i e v e ,  h o w e v e r  n o w  th a t  
w o  h a v e  an  o p p o r t u n i t y  a n d  t h a t  r e c o v e r y  is p o s s ib le .  O u t  ro p on -  
S1 y  ,s t 0 , m a k e  I l l J ia i ree .  O u r  o p p o r t u n i t y  is to  w i n  b a c k  t h e  
c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  th e  t r u s t  o f  v a s t  m asses  o f  p e o p le  who h a v e  w e l l  n ig h  
Jos ‘ fa i th  in  t h e  v e r y  n a m e  o f  B r ita in .

' Go% x
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COL. WEDGWOOD'S-SPEECH S C ^ G T

Col . W e d g w o o d .  K s  A~ J
Colonel Wedgwood : 1 t h in k ,  p e r h a p s ,  b e f o r e  I p r o o o e d  w it h  

th o  b u s in e ss  p a r t  o f  th e  D e b a t e ,  1 h a d  b e t t e r  e x p la in  t o  th e  
Hon. Baronet ( S i r  W .  Joynson H i o k s )  t h a t  h is  attacks on t h e  
m e m b e r s  o f  tho  L a b o u r  p a r ty  w h o  w e n t  t o  I n d i a  l e a v e  u s  n o t  
o n ly  c o ld ,  b u t  sa t is f ie d .  T h e  e x t r a c t s  h o  g a v e  f r o m  th e  s p e e c h e s  o f  
m y  h o n ’ b le  F r i e n d  th e  M e m b e r  fo r  B i s h o p  A u c k l a n d  ( M r .  S p o o r )  
m i g h t  p ro p e r ly  h a v e  b e e n  d e l i v e r e d  b y  e v e r y  s in gle  m e m b e r  o f  the  
L a b o u r  p ar ty .  T i l e  M e m b e r  f o r  B i s h o p  A u c k l a n d  w e n t  t o  I n d i a  as 
.h e  d e l e g a t e  o f  th e  L a b o u r  p a r ty .  H e  t o o k  w i t h  h im  t h e  v iew 's  o f  
> he B r i t i s h  L a b o u r  i a r t y  o n  I n d i a n  q u e s t i o n s  as e m b o d i e d  in t h e i r  
R e s o l u t i o n  p a sso d  a t  t h o  A n n u a l  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  th e  L a b o u r  p a r t y ,  
t h o s e  v i e w s  are  p e r f e c t l y  c le a r ly  e x p r e s s e d  in t h e  R e s o l u t i o n ,  a n d  
m y  H o n ’ b lo  Friend never in  a n y  o n e  o f  th e  q u o ta t i o n s  w h i c h  has 
b e e n  ro a d  w e n t  a  l in e  b e y o n d  t h o  R e s o l u t i o n  passed  b y  t h e  p a r ty .
I t h i n k ,  ho s p o k e ,  i n d e e d ,  n o t  o n ly  fo r  th e  L a b o u r  P a r t y ,  b u t ,  as he 
s a id ,  fo r  t h o  h u lk  o f  tho d e m o c r a c y  o f  th is  c o u n t r y .  S u r e ly  the  
h o n  ble  B aronet ,  rea l ises ,  o r ,  i f he  d o e s  n o t ,  I h o p e  he soon  w il l ,  t h a t  
i f th o  f u t u r e  r e la t io n s  o f  E n g la n d  an d  I n d i a  are t o  b o  a m i c a b l e  t b e r o  
ha d  b e t te r ,  p a r t i c u la r ly  n o w ,  he d r a w n  a c le a r  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  
G o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  p e o p le s .  W e  w a n t  to  h a v e  s o m e  f o u n d a t i o n  fo r  
f u t u r e  a m i ty .  T h e  M e m b e r  fo r  B i s h o p  A u c k l a n d  a n d  m y s e l f  are  
f r i e n d s  o f  the  In d ia n  p e o p lo  in  th e ir  d i f f i cu lt ies  in o r d e r  that' 
w h e n  t h e y  c o m e  t o  t h e ir  o w n  t h e y  m a y  l o o k  b a c k  a n d  seo  t h a t  
o v e n  in  t h e ir  d a r k  d a y s  t h e r e  w e r e  s o m o  in  E n g l a n d  w h o  s t o o d  
b y  thorn, I say  t o - d a y  t h a t  th e  p r in c ip a l  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  b e t w e e n  
E n g la n d  a n d  o t h e r  E u r o p e a n  c o u n t r i e s  is t h a t  a ll  t h r o u g h  tho  
a g i t a t io n  o v e r  t h e  I r ish  g r ie v a n c s  th e r e  h a s  b e e n  a la rgo  e l e m e n t  
in  th is  c o u n t r y ,  a m o n g  (h o  d e m o c r a c y  o f  t h is  c o u n t r y  p a r t i c u la r ly ,  
w h o  h a v e  s t o o d  by  I r e la n d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e ir  s t ru g g le ,  e v e n  a l t h o u g h  
in  so  s t a n d in g  b y  I r e la n d  th e y  w e r e  a p p a r e n t l y  a c t i n g  a g a in s t  th e  
in te r e s ts  o f  t h e i r  o w n  m o t h e r  c o u n tr y .  In  the  l o n g  r u n  w e  h a v e  
seen th a t  t h a t  a t t i t u d e  is t h e  sh e e t  a n c h o r  b y  m e a n s  o i  w h i c h  w e  
m a y  h o p e  in  th o  fu tu re  t o  r e c o v e r  th e  f r i e n d s h i p  o f  th e  Ir ish  p e o p le  
a n d  to  s e c u r e  real  s t a b i l i t y  fo r  the  f u t u r e  B r it ish  C o m m o n w  alt h. 
D o  n ot ,  t h e r e fo r e ,  a s s u m e  t h a t  e v e r y t h i n g  th e  M e m b e r  for  B i s h o p  
A u c k l a n d  a n d  I d o ,  e v e n  a l t h o u g h  i t  m a y  not. p lease  M e m b e r s  o f  
th is  H o u s e  a t  t h e  m o m e n t ,  is ba d  f o r  tho  f u t u r e  o f  th o  C o n . m o n -  
w e a l t h  t o  w h ic h  w e  all b e l i o v e .

A s  to  t h e  p a r t ic u la r  le t te r  o f  m y  o w n  w h ic h  t h e  h o n ’ ble  
B a r o n e t  read ,  I t h i n k  st il l, as I t h o u g h t  w h e n  I w r o t o  i t ,  t h a t  
i t  w as  ati e x t r e m e l y  s u i ta b le  l e t t e r  to  w r i te .  I t  w as  a  p r iv a t e  
l e t t e r  f r o m  o n e  f r ie n d  to  a n o th e r  f r i e n d ,  I o n ly  w ish  that o t h e r  
M e m b e r s  o f  the  l l o u s o  o i  C o m m o n s  had  th o  sa m o  fe e l in g  o f  c o m p l e t e



I  ( frj||&sljif>, f o r  I n d i a n s ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h o s e  I n d i a n s  b e  in  g a o l ,  M a t  I 
A h l p g  y f r i i t e n ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e y ,  t o o ,  c o u l d  w r i t e  t o  I n d i a n s  as I ^ r g t l ,  j 

' n o t  Only  t o  D r .  K i t c h l e w ,  h u t  to  o t h e r  I n d i a n s  w h o  w e r e  in  g a o l  I 
w r o t e ' t o  t h o s e  t h r e e  m e n  w h o  w o r e  in  g a o l ,  arid i t  m a y  s u r p r i s e  th e  
H o n ’ b l o  B a r o n e t  to  h ea r  t h a t  I s e n t  a ll  t h o s e  t h r e e  l e t t e r s  u n d e r  
c o v e r  t o  th e  V i c e r o y ,  a s k in g  h i m  t o  f o r w a r d  t h e m  i f  he  t h o u g h t  
t h e y  w o u ld  d o  h o  h a r m .

S ir  W .  J o y n s o n - H i e k s : D o e s  t h e  h o n ’ b le  a n d  g a l l a n t  g e n t l e m a n  
r e a l l y  m e a n  t o  say  t h a t  h e  n o t  o n l y  w r o t e  t o  p e o p l e  w h o  w e r e  in 
p r is o n ,  b u t  s e n t  th e  l e t t e r s  to  t h e  V i c e r o y ,  a n d  p u t  h i m  in  t h e  p o s i 
t io n  o f  s a y i n g  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  he  w o u ld  d e l i v e r  s u c h  l e t t e r s  f r o m  an  
E n g l i s h  M e m b e r  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  ? I t  w a s  a  m o s t  u n f a i r  p o s i t i o n  in 
w h i c h  t o  p u t  t.be V i c e r o y .

C o l o n e l  W e d g w o o d  : N o t  a t  all. I a s k e d  th e  \ i c e r o y  to  
f o r w a r d  t h e m  if  h e  t h o u g h t  t h e y  w o u l d  d o  n o  h a r m .  h e  h a d  n o t  
f o r w a r d e d  t h e m ,  t h e  w h o le  t h i n g  w o u l d  h a v e  fa l le n  t o  t h e  g r o u n d .  
H e  f o r w a r d e d  t h e m ,  b e c a u s e  b e i n g  w i s e r  t h a n  t h e  h o n  b le  B a r o n e t ,  
h o  c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  i t  w o u ld  d o  g o o d  to  s h o w  c l e a r ly  to  th e s e  I n d i a n s  
w h o  w e r e  in g a o l  t h a t  t h e y  s t i l l  h a d  f r i e n d s  in  t h e  B r i t i s h  H o u s e  o f  
C o m m o n s .  A s  t o  w h e t h e r  a  l e t t e r  w h i c h  w a s  o b v i o u s l y  p r i v a t e  
s h o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  p u b l i s h e d  b y  D r .  K i t c h l e w ,  t h a t  is a n o t h e r  m a t t e r .  
A f t e r  all , i t  w a s  a l e t t e r  f r o m  o n e  p u b l i c  m a n  to  a n o t h e r  p u b l i c  m a n ,  
a n d ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  w a s  i n t e n d e d  t o  b o  p r i v a t e ,  1 t h i n k  h e  w a s  e n t i t l e d  
t o  p u b l i s h  it .

S i r  J o y n s o n - I I i c k s  : It w a s  n o t  m a r k e d  "  P r iv a t o  ”  1
C o l o n e l  W e d g w o o d  : N o ,  T h e  t w o  o t h e r  g e n t l e m e n  to  w h o m  l 

w r o t e  d id  n o t  p u b l i s h  t h e  l e t t e r s .  1 t h i n k  t h a t  o n  t h e  w h o l e  b o t h  
t h e  H o n ’ b le  M e m b e r  f o r  B i s h o p  A u c k l a n d  a n d  m y s e l f  d e s e r v e ,  n o t  
a p p r o b r i u m ,  b u t  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s ,  e v e n  f r o m  e x t r e m i s t s  in th e  H o u s o  
o f  C o m m o n s ,  f o r  h a v in g  t r ie d  t o  k e e p  a b r id g e  a cro ss  t h e  g u l f  t o  
p r e v e n t  th e s o  t w o  g r e a t  r a ces  f r o m  d r i f t i n g  a p a r t ,  t o  k e e p  t h e m  
l o c k e d  t o g e t h e r  in s o m e  f o r m  o f  a m i t y .

T h e  British Official in India

1 w a n t  n o w  to  pass to  the  rea l ,  p r o p e r  m a t t e r  o f  t h is  D o b a t o .  
A s  I '  p r o g r e s s e s  t o w a r d s  f r e e d o m — a n d ,  in  s p i t e  o f  t h i s  H o u s e  
o f  C o m m o n s ,  I n d i a  is p r o g r e s s in g  t o w a r d s '  f r e e d o m — y e a r  b y  y e a r  
m o r e  a n d  m o r e  s u b je c t s  are  b o i n g  in  p r a c t i c e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  
c o n t r o l  o f  the  loca l  le g is la tu r e s  ; y e a r  b y  y e a r  t h o  A s s e m b l y  i t s e l f  is 
g e t t i n g  m o r e  c o n t r o l  o v e r  th e  f in an ces ,  a n d  t h o  v e t o  e m b o d i e d  in  
t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  A c t  is less a n d  less  u s e d  a n d  loss  a n d  
lens l i k e l y  t o  be  u s e d — as I n d i a  p r o g r e s s e s  t o w a r d s  f r e e d o m ,  i t  is 
i n e v i t a b l e  t h a t  D e b a t e s  in  t h is  H o u s e  s h o u l d  t u r n  m o r e  a n d  m o r o  
u p o n  ( h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  B r i t i s h e r s  in  IriSi ,. , w l i o t h o r  t h e y  b e  in  
t h e  C i v i l  S e r v i c e  o r  e n g a g e d  in B r i t i s h  t r a d e  a n d  e o n u m - r c o

THE IN D IAN  DEBATE  [h . oufcofcis.
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. \ W °  ar0 b o u n d  t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  q u e s t i o n

m o r e  i r o m  l h a t  p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  n e a r ly  t b e  w h o to  * 
x ^ o f .^ th ^  D o b  i ro t o d a y  has t u r n e d  u p o n  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  th e  A n g l o -  

I n d ia n  off ic ial  in I n d ia .  H i s  ' p o s i t i o n  is v e r y  d i f f i c u l t .  L e t  us  
rea l ise  t h a t  th e  b e t t e r  b e  is t h e  s o o n e r  h e  w i l l  b o  s c r a p p e d .  H e  is 
le g is la t in g ,  he is a d m in i s t e r i n g ,  f o r  h is  o w n  e x t i n c t i o n ,  a n d  t h a t  is 
an e x t r e m e l y  diff icult, p o s i t i o n .  I l o o k  b a c k  w i t h  h o r r o r  u p o n  o n e  
p e r i o d  in  m y  l i fe  w h e n  I w a s  in e x a c t l y  t h e  s a m e  p o s i t i o n ,  a n d ,  in 
s p ite  o i  a r a d ic a l is m  w h ic h  I h o p e  w i l l  la s t  t h r o u g h o u t  m y  l i fe ,  I 
r e m e m b e r  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  w as  a g r e a t  d e a l  t o  b e  sa id  in  th o s e  
lays o f  k e e p i n g  a  firm  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  T ra n svaa l .

I can  q u i t e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  e v e r y  c i v i l i a n  in I n d i a  
n o w ,  b e c a u se  t h e  m a c h i n e  is i n e v i t a b l y  w o r k i n g  t o w a r d s  th e  
o l e m in a t i o n  o i  h im se l f .  J u s t  as in  J a p a n ,  w h e n  t h e  J a p a n e s e  w e r e  
e d u c a t i n g  t h e m s e lv e s ,  t h e y  ha d  t o  g e t  E u r o p e a n s  in  t o  d o  t h e  t e a c h 
in g ,  an d  j u s t  as  in J a p a n ,  t h e y  i n e v i t a b l y  e m p l o y e d  t h e m  o n  a  t h r e e  
year.-, e n g a g e m e n t  a n d  t h e n  s c r a p p e d  th e m ,  so  in  I n d i a ,  as I n d i a  is 

°  o w i n g  a lo n g  t h e  l in e  o f  c i v i l i s e d  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h e y  m u s t  l o o k  
or  w a r d  to  t e a c h in g  t h e i r  o w n  p e o p le  to  d o  th e  j o b s  that, h i t h e r t o  
. ,lva. been  d o n e  b y  E u ro p e a n s .  A l l  t h a t  m a k e s  th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  th o  

ng o I n d ia n  off ic ia l  e x t r e m e l y  d i f f i cu lt .  1 d o  n o t  w a n t  i t  t o  b e  
t o u g h t  t h a t  w e  in the  L a b o u r  p a r ry  d o  n o t  rea l ise  th a t ,  t h a t  w e  d o  
n o t  s y m p a th is e  w it  h h i m  a n d  d o  n o t  w a n t  t h e m  w h o  a r e  r e a l ly  w o r k -  
tng  th e se  r e f o r m s  t o  w o r k  t h e m  .sa tis factor i ly .  In t h e  s h o r t  t im e  
ur w h ic h  I w a s  in I n d ia  1 f o u n d  far  m o r e  r a d i c a l i s m  o f  v i e w  

a m o n g  the  c iv i l  s e r v a n ts  th a n  a m o n g  th o  c o m m e r c i a l  c la sse s  in  
f "  Ul’ b fv e r  an d  o v e r  a g a in  1 f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  c i v i l i a n  w a s  l o o k i n g  

wat to  w o r k i n g  th e s e  r e f o r m s  b e c a u s e  he  w a 3 r e a l ly  in t e r e s t e d  
"  t e m ,  b e c a u se  ho r e a l ly  s a w  t h a t  in  t h e  l o n g  r u n  t h e  p r in c ip a l  

7 0 f " ls c o u n t r y  w i l l  r e s t  u p o n  t h o  f a c t  t h a t  w e  g o t  o u t  o f
j ' 1 ll1' !.u u  ll0t' w e  g o t  i n t o  I n d i a — t h a t  w e  g o t  in t o  I n d i a  w h e n
I,, W-'S " ' j a 8 , ,U o  01 c o m p l e t e  a n a r c h y ,  a n d  t h a t  w o  g o t  o u t  o f  I n d ia  
c o n  t'8  , ° Craoy- T l > ^  w il l  b e  an e n o r m o u s  t r i b u t e  t o  th is
R r i t ’ -vf' /  W1"  *” ? r e g a r d e d  as, p e rh a p s ,  th e  f in e s t  m o n u m e n t  t o  
. ls ri1 e ’ t0  IL 'i i ish  a l t r u is m ,  t h a t  e x is t s .  T h a t  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  

- d  u n d e r s t o o d  b y  a g r e a t  n u m b e r  o f  th e  c i v i l  s e r v a n t s  a n d  
'ic t le G o v e r n o r s  in I n d ia  t o -d a y .  E v e n  C o n s e r v a t i v e  m e m b e r s  o i  
th is  H o u s e ,  l ik e  S i r  G e o r g e  L l o y d ,  w h o  g o  o u t  t o  I n d i a  w i t h  all  th e  
a t m o s p h e r e  o f  d e m o c r a c y  c r e a t e d  in  th e  H o u s e  o f  C o m m o n s  in  s p i t e  
o f  p a r t y  la b e ls ,  a n d  w h o  b e c o m e  G o v e r n o r s  w i t h  t h o  i d e a  b e h i n d  
t h e m  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  a  d u t y  t o  t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  E n g l a n d ,  g o  t h e r e  
a n x io u s  t o  d o  w h a t  w e  on  th e se  b e n c h e s  are  a n x i o u s  t o  d o ,  n a m e ly ,  
t o  la u n c h  I n d ia  o n  th e  r o a d  to  f r e e d o m .  E v e n  t h o u g h  t h e y  
are w o r k i n g  w i t h  th e  k n o w l e d g e  that t h e y  w i l l  h a v e  f in i s h e d



' • v fy P %  th® e|ld o f  1 0  y e a r s ,  o r  w lia fcover  i t  m jJ ^ il l f ) ,
\ > v W t h o u g h  d u r i n g  th o s e  1 0  y e a r s ,  t h e y  f in d  i g n o r a n t ,  nnedueuLflt l  ■* 

x g a b B e > o p i r i i o n  a m o n g  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o i  I n d i a  c o n s t a n t l y  a g a i n s t  
t h e m ,  a n d  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e y  f in d  t h e m s e l v e s  c r i t i c i s e d  o v e r  a n d  o v e r  
a g a in  w h o n  t h e y  o u g h t  t o  b e  p a t t e d  o n  th a  b a c k ,  t h e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  
o f  d o i n g  t h e i r  d u t y  is  e n o u g h .  W i t h  t h a t  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  t h e y  w i l l  
c a r r y  o n  t h e i r  w o r k  w ell ,  a n d  c o m e  b a c k  t o  th is  c o u n t r y  h a v in g  d o n e  
s o m e t h i n g  f o r  E n g l a n d  w h ic h  t h e y  w o u ld  n e v e r  h a v e  d o n e  in t h e  o ld  
d a y s  w h e n  t h e y  s i m p l y  h a d  to  say  “ d o  t h i s , ’ ’  a n d  i t  w a s  d o n e .

N a t u r a l ly ,  w h e n  w e  a r e  d i s c u s s i n g  1 ntlia 1 t o - d a y ,  w o  l o o k  a t  th e  
q u e s t i o n  o f  th e  E n g l i s h  in I n d ia .  I t  is q u i t e  u s e le ss  fo r  us  to  d i s c u s s ,  
as  th e  h o n .  M e m b e r  f o r  S e v o o  O a k s  ( S i r  T .  B e n n e t t )  d i s c u s s e d ,  the  
q u e s t i o n  o f  I n d i a n  f in a n c e .  I n d ia n  f in a n c e  is a q u e s t i o n  fo r  th e  
I n d i a n  G o v e r n m e n t ,  w h i c h  is b e c o m i n g  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  tilts real 
G o v e r n m e n t  o i  I n d i a .  1 t h i n k  i t  is  p j r f o e t l y  r i d i c u l o u s  t h a t  in 
I n d i a  t h o  I n c o m e  l a x  is n o t  l e v i e d  u p o n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e n t s ,  b u t  i t  is 
n o t .  T i n t  is a  q u e s t i o n  f o r  I n d ia ,  n o t  for  us. I t  is m o n s t r o u s  t h a t  
h a l f  t h e  e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  s h o u l d  g o  o n  t h e  A r m y .  T h e  
h o n .  B a r o n e t ,  t h e  M e m b e r  f o r  T w i c k e n h a m ,  says  that, th e  A r m y  is 
o u r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  b u t  t h e y  h a v e  t o  f in d  th e  m o n e y .  T h e y  h i v e  t o  
v o t e  t h e  m o n e y  y e a r  b y  y e a r ,  a n d  l t h i n k  t h o  p e o p le  w h o  v o t e  t h e  
m o n e y  w il l ,  in  th e  l o n g  ru n ,  ca l l  th e  t u n c  as ' o  w h e t h e r  th a t  m o n e y  
is  t o  bo  s p e n t  a n d  h o w  it, is to  b e  sp e n t .  It. is s im p ly  h o t t i n g  t h e  a ir  
f o r  u s  to  d i s c u s s  I n d ia n  f in a n ce .  In th o  sa m e  w a y ,  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  
t h e  qn  s t io u  w h e t h e r  c o w  k i l l i n g  is t o  g o  o n  in I n d ia  o r  w h e t h e r  w o  
s h o u l d  in t e r f e r e  t o  s t o p  it, I a l w a y s  say , w h e n  I a m  a s k e d  a b o u t  i t .  
t h a t  i t  is n o t  m y  b u s in e s s  a n d  I a m  n o t  g o i n g  , 0  a s k  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  
,t „  1 tell t h e r e t o  g o  t o  t h e ir  o w n  M e m b e r  a b o u t  it  a n d  le t  h im
r a is e  u  th e  C o u n c i l  a n d  l te l l  t h e m  t i n t ,  i f  t h e y  c a n n o t  c a r r y  it  
m  t h e i r  o w n  C o u n c i l s ,  t h e y  s h o u ld  n o t  bother us T h e y  are  t h e ir  
o w n  g o v e r n o r s  n o w ,  a n d  j u s t  as M r .  S p e a k e r  prevents ns o v e r  a n d  
o v e r  a g a in  f r o m  d e a l i n g  w i t h  q u e s t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  I r e l a n d ,  s o  m o r e

r e r m T ' l  7  i  T  "° h'*1™ 1 f ' ' ° m  ' H~ " S  q u e s t i o n s  c o n -
a o v e r f e d  ldd 1' .•A n ° t , ' 0rf q u e f t lon  t h a t  w e  should d i s c u s s  i f  w o  
t o d  ?  or ^  tr, l ,ie  u , l i o "  l e g i s la t i o n .  T r a d e  u n i o n s  in

"  7  p ra c t ic u H y  .lust  as illegal as t h e y  w e r e  in  t h is  country a
' L' , yC,'1 1 l'80 , 0:111 b e  p u t  i n  p r iso n  f o r  b e i n g  c o i m p o t e d

\  ,ra ' G ,ll ll0,j ca n  be  p r o c e e d e d  a g a in s t ,  c r i m i n a l l y ,  b y
j w h o m  t h ®y i i i o o n v e n i e n c n .  T r a d e  u n i o n  l e g i s la t i o n

' “ l t 0  t,he sa fe  c o n d u c t  o f  in d u s t r y  in  I n d ia  t o -d a y .  But, 
a g a in ,  w h a t  is  t h e  u s e  o f  o u r  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  it  ? T h e y  d o  n o t  w a n t  
t ra d e  u n io n  l e g i s la t i o n ,  a n d  w i l l  n o t  h a v e  in. A s  a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t  
" n  o '  > 9 5 0 ,  t h e y  got. i n t o  t h e  A s s e m b l y
■. ! th e  l a n d h o l d e r s  a n d  all t h o  m i l l o w u e r s  in  I n d ia ,  T h e r e  is

■ Go% x

the Indian  Dubate [ h . tCA™ .



_

l 1 \ n f f i M p r i w n t a t i o n  o f  tha p e o p le  o f  I n d i a  w h a t e v e r .  A  f e w  m J m b e i i
X V ^ S ^ i O T i i i n a t e d  f r o m  th e  F r i e n d s  ( S e r v a n t s  ? ) o f  I n d i a  S o c i e t y

do pt to^ l o o k  affcor th e  I n d ia n  w o r k i n g  raan ,  b u t  t h e  Indian
w o r k i n g  m a n  h a s  n o  v o t e ,  a n d  th e  n o w  g o v e r n o r s  o f  t h a t  c o u n t r y  
are  th e  p e o p le  w h o  w ere  e l e c t e d  in 1 9 2 0 .  A t  t h e  n e x t  e l e c t i o n  w e  
m i y  g e t . a  d i f fe r e n t  b r a n d  ; I d o  n o t  k n o w ,  h o w  fa r  th e  n a r r o w n e s s  
o f  th e  fr a n c h is e  w il l  e n s u r e  a lo n g  p j r i o d  o f  e m p l o y e r  r u le ,  b u t  1 
a m  c e r t a in  t h a t  i t . i s  n o  u s e  a s k in g  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  i t  o r  t a l k i n g  
a b o u t  i t  in t h e  H o u s e  o f  C o m m o n s .  I t  is n o t  o u r  b u s in e s s .

hat  is o u r  b u s in e ss  is t o  see  w h e r e  w e  are  g o i n g .  T h e  n o b l e  
j j o r d  m a d e  t o - d a y  his  first c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s p e e c h  o n  I n d i a .  F o r  

y e a r s  in th is  H o u s e  I h a v e  l i s t e n e d  in  I n d i a n  D e b a t e s  to  
s p e e c h e s  b y  L ib e r a l  M in i s t e r s  o n  I n d ia .  T h i s  is th e  f irst  t i m e  a n y -  
o n o  in  th e  H o u s e  o f  C o m m o n s  has h o a r d  a  c o n s e r v a t i v e  s p e a k i n g  

o i  the  I n d ia  O ff ico .  O n  th e  w h o le ,  l a m  n o t  c e r t a i n  t h a t  L m i n d  
e c h a n g e ,  b e c a u s e  w h e n  t h e  r i g h t  l ion . G e n t l e m a n  t h e  M e m b e r  

oi a m b r i d g e  C o u n t y  ( M r .  M o n t a g u )  w a s  s p e a k in g  t h e r e ,  a l t h o u g h  
e s p e e c h  w a s  q u i t e  d i f fe r e n t ,  be  s p o k e  w i t h o u t  p o w o r .  H e  s p o k e  

Wllt  , r a " k  u n d  file b e h i n d  h i m ;  he s p o k e  u n d e r  c o n s t a n t  
e s s ,n o  r o m  th o s e  b e n c h e s  ; he w a s  n o t  a free  a g e n t .  T o - d a y  w o  

ivG id  a  d i f f e r e n t  sp e e c h .  It  w i l l  n o t  b e  so  p l e a s in g  in I n d i a  ; 
is m u c h  m o r e  p l e a s in g  in  th is  C o m m i t t e e ;  b u t  i t  has t h e  

o r *Tlous m e r i t  o f  b e in g  in a c c o r d  w i t h  t h e  v i e w s  o f  th e  G o v e r n -  
lin° lC , , w,a. \  b e f o r e  t h e  N o b l e  L o r d  m alcos  his  n e x t  s p e e c h ,  
i t  iW0U.' I t h i n k  i t  o u g h t  t o  bo  p o s s ib l o  f o r  tho
wlVh^tv, eor®t;ary S t a t e  t o  g e t  o u t  a n d  g o  r o u n d  I n d ia ,  t o  t a lk  
rn, .. • 0 g o v e r n o r s  a n d  see  w h a t  t h e y  a r e  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  n o w .  
I ™  -S 7  ^ y  l 0 *30S*; " ' a y  N a m i n g  w h a t  th e  p r e s e n t  p o s i t i o n  is.

‘  a i a m  that, th e  N o b l e  L o r d ,  a n d ,  I s u p p o s e ,  th o  S e c r e t a r y  o f  
d i f r  ar°  ( ' n 8  w i t h  I n d ia  n o w  w i t h o u t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  th e  real
o i l . ° l\ V 08 ot t i '0 p r o b le m  as t h e y  are  se e n  o u t  t h e r e .  T h e y  seo  the  

m  ' ° v  ° ,  P ) ' ° b !e m  u n d e r  tho  h e c k l in g  o f  t h o  h o n .  B a r o n e t ,
- * c m  ei  f o r  T w i c k t h a m .  T h e y  soo  th e  D i e  hard  p o i n t  o f  v i e w .
1 " ° , 8^y  ^ o y  ag r e e  w i t h  i t ,  b u t  t h e y  see  i t .  T h a t  has a lw a y s

, , L, 1 w  t h e y  h a ve  b e e n  u p  a g a in s t ,  a n d  t h e r e fo r e ,  t h o y  h a v e  to
a ve a c c o u n t  o f  i t .  I w a n t  t h e  N o b l e  L o r d  t o  g o  o u t  a n d  see  S ir  
e o r g e  L lo yd ,  L o r d  L y t t o n ,  S i r  H a r e o u r t  B u t le r ,  a n d  ull t h e  o t h e r  
o v e r n o r s ,  a n d  fin d  o u t  w h a t  t h e y  are  t h in k in g  o f  the  p r e s e n t  s i tu a -  

lon  a n d  w h a t  t h e y  w a n t  t o  d o .  A l l  t h a t  1 h e a r  p r o v e s  m o r e  an d  
W o re  t h a t  t h e  G o v e r n o r s ,  w h o  are  p r im a r i ly  t h e  p e o p le  w h o  h a v e  to  
w o r k  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  A c t ,  are  all w a n t i n g  t o  get. t h r o u g h  
t h e  t r a n s i t io n  s ta g e  a n d  o n  t o  th e  n e x t  s ta g e  ; t h a t  th o  d i f f i c u l t i e s  -if 
th e  p r e s e n t  p o s i t i o n  are  g e t t i n g  e n o r m o u s .  Y o u  c a n n o t  g o  b a c k  ; y o u  
cr in not  c a n c e l  th e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d ia  A c t  ; bu t  the  d i f f i c u l t ie s  o f  

13(d)
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I* w o j S n g ;  % e  s i t u a t i o n  a t  t h e  present; t i m e ,  w h e n  y o u h a v o  a  ccnss&iilt
f iv e r  t h e  w h o l e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  a r e  b e c o m i n g  v e r y  g r e a t  i n ^ i ^ A - ^  

x ^ m ^ e r f t i^ e a s i ly  c a r r y  o n  b y  c o e r c i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  I n d i a ,  w h e r e  t h e r e  
is  n o  c h a n c o  o f  an a r m e d  r i s i n g .  Y o u  c a n  c a r r y  o n  G o v e r n m e n t  b y  
c o e r c i o n  fo r  a  l o n g  t im e ,  b u t  t h e r e  is n o  h e a r t  in  i t ,  a n d  t h e  b e s t  o f  
t h e s e  G o v e r n o r s  w i l l  say ,  1 t h i n k — I h a v e  n o t  s e e n  t h e m  o r  h e a r d  
f r o m  t h e m —  [ , e t  us  t r y  an d  s a v e  t h e  a m i t y  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  b y  g e t t i n g  
o n  t o  t h e  fin a l  s ta g e  q u i c k l y .  L e t  us  t r y  to  g o t  as  fa r  as  p o s s ib l e  o v e r  
t h i s  i n t e r m e d i a r y  s t a g o  a n d  t a k e  t h e  r i s k . ”  A f t e r  a ll , t h e  g r e a t e r  
p a r t  o f  t h e  r i s k  is I n d i a ’ s r i s k .  T o  us t h e  r i s k  o f  D o m i n i o n  H o m o  
i t n l e  is  a  loss  o f  j o b s  b y  a  n u m b e r  o f  c i v i l  s e r v a n t s  w h o m  i t  w o u l d  
p a y  us  o v e r  a n d  o v e r  a g a in  t o  c o m p e n s a t e  o u r s e l v e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  h a v e  
d e a d l y  h a t r e d  f r o m  I n d i a  in  y e a r s  t o  c o m e .  T h i s  is a q u e s t i o n  o f  
s e c u r i t y  f o r  a  g r e a t  a m o u n t  o f  B r i t i s h  c a p i t a l ,  a n d  I b e l i e v e  B r i t i s h  
c a p i t a l i s t s  t h e m s e l v e s — a s k  th o s e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e  S c o t c h  m i l l s  a t  
C a l c u t t a — w o u l d  say  t h a t  t h e i r  c a p i t a l  w a s  g o i n g  t o  b e  m o r e  s e c u r e  
u n d e r  a s e l f - g o v e r n i n g  I n d i a  t h a n  i t  is u n d e r  an I n d i a  in  w h i c h  race  
h a t r e d  is  g o i n g  o n  b o i l i n g  u p ,  in  w h i c h  th e  o n l y  p o l i c y  o f  e v e r y  I n d ia n  
is  t o  g e t  r id  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h .  A s  l o n g  as y o u  h a v e  t b o  s t r u g g le  fo r  
i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  t h e r e  is  a r i s k  t o  c a p i t a l .  W h e n  o n c e  I n d ia  c e a s e s  t o  
s e e  t h a t  h e r  p r i n c i p a l  b u s i n e s s  is t o  g o t  r id  o f  th e  E n g l i s h ,  t h e y  w i l l  
b e  a b le  t o  w o r k  w i t h  t h e  E n g l i s h .  I b e l i o v e  a v i s i t  b y  t h e  N o b l e  
L o r d  t o  I n d i a ,  s e e i n g  b u s i n e s s  m e n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  th o s o  w h o  a r e  n o w  
b r i n g i n g  I n d i a n s  o n  t o  d i r e c t o r a t e s  iri g r e a t  n u m b e r s — t a k e  t h e  
C a p i t a l  B a n k  o f  I n d i a  ; i t  has a lw a y s  k e p t  I n d i a n s  o f f  t h e  B o a r d ,  
b u t  is  n o w  l e t t i n g  t h e m  o n — see  th e  w a y  in  w h i c h  c a p i t a l  is 
d e v e l o p e d  in  B o m b a y  w h e r o  n e a r ly  all  t h e  c a p i ta l  is I n d i a n  c a p i t a l .  
S e e  t h e  w a y  in  w h i c h  I n d i a n  c a p i ta l  is b e c o m i n g  i n t e r t w i n e d  w i t h  
E n g l i s h .  H e  w i l l  f in d  f r o m  th o s e  p e o p le  t h a t  p e r h a p s  e v e n  t h e y  
w o u l d  tie a n x io u s  t o  e n d  th e  p r e s e n t  s i t u a t i o n ,  a n d  b r i n g  a b o u t  a 
l a s t i n g  s e t t l e m e n t ,  o v e n  t h o u g h  i t  c a m e  1 0  1 5  o r  9 0  y e a r s  e a r l i e r  
t h a n  w o  e x p e c t e d  w h e n  w e  p a ssed  the G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  A c t .
I  d o  n o t  l ik e ,  a n d  I d o  n o t  b e l i e v e  a n y o n e  in t h e  H o u s e  l ik e s ,  a  s i t u a 
t i o n  w h e r e  h ere  are  2 0 , 0 0 0  a g i t a t o r s  in p r iso n .

, ,fir intertOf i  : W h a t  a u t h o r i t y  has t h e  h o n .  a n d  g a l l a n t
on enian o r  s a y in g  t h a t  t h e r e  are  2 0 , 0 0 0  a g i t a t o r s  in  p r i s o n  1

t /o l o n e l  W e d g w o o d :  I h a v e  seen  i t  in  t h e  I n d ia n  P r e s s .  I w a s  
t o l d  b y  an I n d ia n  t h e  o t h e r  d a y  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  2 3 , 0 0 0 .  W e  c a n 
n o t  g e t  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o u t  o f  t h e  I n d i a  O f f i c e .  Y o u  all say  y o u  
u °  n ° V . 0 ,l0^ °  I j ° r d  k o e p s  o n  s a y in g  t h a t  he  d o e s  n o t  k n o w
h o w  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  an a g i t a t o r  f r o m  a  c o m m o n  c r i m i n a l .  U n l e s s  h e  
; ,n  distinguish t h e m  w e  c a n n o t  g e t  t h e  f ig u r e s  o f  t h e  fa c t s .  I w ish  
10 w o u 'd  f r y  t o  s e c u r e  t h e m .  A b o u t  t w o  m o n t h s  a g o  I a s k e d  f o r  

t h e  number o f  p o l i t i c a l s  in  p r i s o n  in e a c h  p r o v i n c e ,  I t h i n k

THE I N M A N  DEBATE  [ti. Oi/a&W,



\ » \  C 2 * r ly  p o l i t i c a l s  a r e  in  p r i s o n  in  B e n g a l .  I n  c e r t a f ^ n l *  j
are ^ e ' n^ Pu k ® °M  a n d  in  o t h e r s  t h o y  are  n o t .  Hi 

'-^iuiyli-ease w e  w a n t  t h e  fa c ts ,  a n d ,  I t h i n k ,  in  s p i t e  o f  th e  fa c t  t h a t  
WB are  n 0 *1 r e s p o n s ib l e  a n y  l o n g e r  f o r  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a ,  w e  
o u g h t  t o  K n o w  th e se  fa c t s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  o f  e n o r m o u s  i m p o r t a n c e  
t o  the  a m ic a b le  r e la t io n s  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  a n d  the  I n d ia n  p e o p le .  W o  
c a n n o t  l o o k  o n  c o n t e n t e d l y  a t  a  s t a t e  o f  a f fa irs  in  w h i c h  t h e  o n l y  
poss ib  o w a y  o f  g o v e r n i n g  I n d ia  is  to  p u t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s  in 
guo  . t m ay  o p e r a te  fo r  y oars .  I t h i n k  i t  has d o n e  a  g r e a t  d e a l  t o  
■-1 t, o non c o -o p e r a t i o n  m o v e m e n t .  I t  has m a d e  t h e  n o n - c o  o p e r a -  
11)11 m_ °v e m e u t  loss v o c a l  a n d  I d a r e  sa y  i t  has m a d e  i t  a c t u a l ly  less  
o w e n u l ,  b u t  in th e  l o n g  r u n  th e  g a o l  is n o  c u r e  f o r  a n y t h i n g ,  a n d  

s o o n e r  o r  l a t te r  th o se  p e o p le  w i l l  c o m o  o u t  e m b i t t e r e d  a g a i n s t  
i n g l a n d ,  I c o u l d  w is h  t h a t  e v e r y  M e m b e r  o f  t h e  H o u s e  w o u ld  

t e a  ise t h a t  a m a n  w h o  g o e s  t o  g a o l  f o r  c o n s c i e n c e  o r  fo r  h is  
c o u n t r y  is n o t  a c r im in a l .  Y o u  c a n  ca l l  h im  w h a t  y o u  l ik o  b u t  he  
m n o t  a c r im in a l  in  o u r  se n se  o f  t h e  t e r m :  a n d  w h e t h e r  i t  b e  L a j p a t  

al o r  w h o e v e r  i t  m a y  be ,  t h o y  aro  m e n  w h o  are  m a k i n g  a v e r y  
g r o a t  sacri f ice  for  w h a t  th e y  b e l i o v e  to  b e  r i g h t  ; a n d  a l t h o u g h  i t  is 

BUnd r e d  y e a r s  s in ce  E n g l i s h m e n  h a d  t o  g o  t o  g a o l  f o r  t h e  
er 103 ° j  t h e i r  c o u n t r y ,  w o  o u g h t  t o  b e  a b le  to  a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t  

a m o u n t  o f  se l f - sa c r i f i ce  in  a n o t h e r  r a c e  w h ic h ,  m o d e l l o d  u p o n  o u r
18 0 l y ’ ls t r y in g  t o  d o  t h e  sa m e  t h in g  t h a t  o u r  a n c e s t o r s  d i d  3 0 0  

years  ago .

* a -n  ^  can w ® M y  h on .  F r i e n d  th e  M o m b e r  f o r  B i s h o p  
ll ^ ' J  i n d i c a t e d  w h a t  I t h i n k  m i g h t  b o  d o n e .  T h i s  is 

W c  \ W . a *i 110 ^ o h l e  F o r d  s h o u ld  f ind o u t  w h e n  ho  g o e s  t o  I n d ia ,  
to  n o w "  T  S0° "  113 P ° ss ’ ^ ° an  in q u i r y  i n t o  th e  w o r k i n g  o i  d i a r c h y  u p  
get,,, , ' V' t h e y  h a v e  ha d  t w o  years .  B y  the  t im e  t h a t  C o m m is s i o n  

u o r a  th e y  w il l  h a v e  ha d  t w o  a n d  ha l f  y e a r s — fo u r  sess ion s  o f  
i "  t ) J fj l s ‘ afcnro- to  g o  u p o n .  W o  w a n t  to  k n o w  h o w  i t  is w o r k i n g  
m is s io n  t ' g ' °  a, l ' ve  ^■ase m b l y  a n d  t h e  C o u n c i l s .  W o  w a n t  t h a t  C o m -  

‘ j ,.  0 tu u h 'd a  in  its t e r m s  o f  r e fe r e n c e  th e  p o w e r  to  m a k e  r e e o m -  
tn no f  10118 °ir u n i f i c a t i o n  o f  the  ru les  a n d  w e  w a n t  i t  t o  h a v e  p o w e r  

J i i c o m m e n d  i f  i t  t h in k s  fit, n e w  e l e c t io n s .  I s a y  if i t  t h i n k s  fit 
auso  t h i n k  a n y  n e w  e l e c t i o n  in I n d i a  s h o u ld  b e  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  

k c o n s e n t  o f  tb o  u o n  c o  o p e r a to r s  to  d r o p  n o n -o o  o p e r a t i o n  as fa r  as 
°  c o u n c i l s  are  c o n c e r n e d .  1 h a v e  a lw a y s  t h o u g h t  arid sa id  i t  w as  

in s a n i ty  f r o m i t h e  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  o f  th e  n o n  c o - o p c r a t o r s  th e m s e lv e s  
n o t  to  g o t  t h c m s o lv e s  e l e c t e d  o n  t h e  A s s e m b ly .  T h e y  h a v e  d e p r i v e d  

l e m s e lv e s  o f  t h e  b e s t  p l a t f o r m  an d  th e y  h a v e  g iv e u  t o  t h e i r 1 e n e m ie s  
“ J1. u,1(Iu ly  p r o m i n e n t  p o s i t i o n .  N o w  t h e y  are  b e g i n n i n g  t o  r ea l ise  
in is .  1 d 0 I10(, k n o w  w h e t h e r  th e  N o b l e  L o r d  Las seen  th e  v i e w s  
e x p r e s s e d  b y  M rs ,  C .  R ,  H ass ,  S h e  is a la d y  v e r y  m u c h  l ik e  R o s a l in d
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'  S'c.&ivtt:s* C a r l y l e  in  t h is  c o u n t r y  1 0  y e a r s  a g o ,  a  w o m a n  o f  e n o ^ n y #  j
' s^ J f ^ r f ^ f i f l u e n c o ,  p a r t l y  d u e  t o  h e r  h u s b a n d ’ s p o s i t i o n .  H e  is  in  g o a l  

o i e o u r s e .  M r s .  D a s s ’ s v i e w s  a r e  n o w  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  b e  a d v i s a b l e ,  
c e r t a i n l y  in  B e n g a l ,  w h e r e  s h o  c o n t r o l s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  t o  g e t  t o  t h e  
B e n g a l  C o u n c i l  a n d  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .  I t  w a s  a l w a y s  h e r  
h u s b a n d ’ s v i e w ,  b u t  u n d e r  t h e  p r e s s u r e  o f  G a n d h i ’ s p e r s o n a l  o p i n ' 0 ' 1 
t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y  h e  g a v e  w a y .  B e n g a l ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  is  t h e  m o s t  B n g l i s  t 
p a r t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  a  p la c e  w h e r e  t h e y  a p p r e c i a t e  d e m o c i a c y  
p e r h a p s  b e t t e r  t h a n  in  a n y  o t h e r  p a r t  o f  I n d ia .  T h e r e  I t h m  -- J 
w o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  h a v e  a b r e a k  a w a y .  r) c o

I t  is  o b v i o u s  t h a t  i f  y o u  h a d  a  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n ,  a n d  i f  ' l ' 0 j[ 
o p e r a t o r s  d e c i d e  t o  t a k e  p a r t  in  i t ,  y o u  w o u l d  g e t  u p o n  t ^ t r e m i s t s  
o f  t h e  D o m i n i o n  a  la r g e  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e  w h o  w o u l d  b e  e x , r e  v s. 
D o  not, t h i n k  t h e y  w o u l d  b e  an o v e r w h e l m i n g  n u m b e r -  ec .iuae 1 
h a s  b e e n  su ch  a  l o t  o f  j e r r y m a n d e r i n g  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u e n c i e s  m  m  ,i i 
t l ia t  t h e  lan d - lo rd G  w o u l d  s t i l l  r u le  t h e  roost in  a  g r e a t  m a n y  c o n s  i 
t u e n c i e s .  B u t  y o u  w o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  g e t  a  c o n s i d e r s  > e e e m e u  °  
e x t r e m i s t s ,  i i  y o u  a l l o w e d  t h e m  t o  s t a n d  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e y  are  a ll  m  
p r i s o n  a n d  in e l i g ib l e  a t  p r e s e n t .  T h e y  w o u l d  m a k e  t h e m s e l v e s  a 
n u i s a n c e  o n  t h e  C o u n c i l .  If t h e y  w e r e  o p p o s e d  t h e y  w o u ld  c a r r y  o n  
o p p o s i t i o n  e v e n  m o r o  e f f e c t i v e l y  t h a n  t h e  L a b o u r  p a r t y  d o e s  n o "  • 
T h e y  m i g h t  m a k e  s c e n e s  in  P a r l i a m e n t .  Y o u  h a v e  g o t  t o  g o  t h r o u g h  
t h a t  s ta g e .  If y o u  a r e  e v e r  g o i n g  t o  t u r n  y o u r  p o a c h e r s  i n t o  g a m e -  
k e e p e r s  y o u  h a v e  t o  e x p e c t  t h e m  t o  d o  a  l i t t l e  k i c k i n g  o v o i  t h e  
t r a c e s .  Y o u  e x p e c t  t h e m  t o  h a v e  a  n i g h t  o u t  o c c a s i o n a l ly .  I  a m  
c e r t a in  t h a t  is t h e  o n l y  w a y  in  w h i c h  t h e y  w i l l  learn  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  
A f t e r  a ll , w e  in  t h i s  p a r t y  aro  l e a r n i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t h r o u g h  opposi
t io n  a n d  in  d m o  t o  c o m e  w e  sh all  b e  a b le  t o  c a r ry  o n  in  I n d i a  q u |t0 
as  w o  II as t h e  N o b l e  L o r d  o p p o s i t e .  T h a t  se e m s  t o  m o  t o  h e  o u r  
o n l y  w a y .  L e t  us  h a v e  an in q u i r y .  L e t  u s  g i v e  t h e  p e o p l e  "  10 
h o ld  t h a t  i n q u i r y  i n t o  t h e  w o r k i n g  o f  d i a r c h y  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o  
u n k ii ig  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  l o r  c h a n g e s  in  t h e  r u le s  a n d  r e g u la t i o n s  am  
a lso  p o w e r  it t h e y  c a n  c o m o  t o  t e r m s  w i t h  t h e  I n d i a n  d i e - h a r d s  
t o  o p e n  a f r e s h  e l e c t i o n  a n d  e l e c t  a  real  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l ,  a  roul 
A s s e m b l y ,  s u ch  as w o  h a v e  -tot, u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  in  I n d i a  t o  d a y .
l i  y o u  are  g o i n g  t o  e n d  non-eo-pperation, if w e  ar e  e v e r  to w o r k
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  In d ia n  p e o p l e ,  b r e a k  i t  d o w n  s l o w l y .  B e e ,  f irst  o f
nil t h a t  t h e y  g o  o n  the Councils, and when they r e a l i s e  t h a t  t h a t

m e a n s  g o v e r n i n g  I n d i a  t h e  r e s t  o f  non-co-operation w i l l  fa ll  t o  t h e  
g r o u n d  a n d  b e  f u t i l e  un d  s t u p id ,  a n d  w e  sh all  g e t  n o t  o n l y  I n d ia n  
H o m e  R u l e —  a n e w  D o m i n i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  British Commonwealth— 
b u t  w e  .‘■hull g e t  th e  f o u n d a t i o n  of real g o o d  f e e l i n g  b e t w e e n  th e s e  
t" 0 gieat r aces  o f  t h e  ear th .
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HOUSE OF COMMONS—12TE JUNE 1922

In M a y  1 9 2 2  t h e  P a r l i a m e n t a r y  J o i n t  C o m m i t t e e  o n  I n d i a n  
a f fa irs  w e r e  w o r k i n g  f e v e r i s h l y  o n  t h o  D r a f t  R u l e s  f o r  t h e  N e w  
B u r m a  R e f o r m s .  T h i s  w o r k  w a s  c o m p l e t e d  o n  2 6 r h  M a y ,  a n d  th e  
r> tos w e r e  p u b l i s h e d  in  t w o  W h i t e  Papers f iv o  d a y s  a f t e r w a r d s ,  
i i i e s e  c a m e  u p  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  in  th e  H o u s e  o f  C o m m o n s  o n  t h e  1 2 t h  
J u n o  a n d  o c c u p i e d  t h e  H o u s e  f o r  5 h o u r s .  O n l y  a d r a f t i n g  a m e n d 
m e n t  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  o n  t h e  m o t i o n  o f  L o r d  W i n t e r t o n ,  t h e  I n d i a n  
U n d e r - S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e .  C o l o n e l  W e d g w o o d  t r i e d  to  m o v e  s e v e r a l  
a m e n d m e n t s  t o  b r i n g  t h e  s c h e m e  m o r o  in  h a r m o n y  w i t h  p o l i t i c a l  
a m p lia t io n s  o f  B u r m a  b u t  they ' p r o v e d  a b o r t i v e  T h e  w h o l e  
??  10I? |  t h e  B u r m a  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  R e f o r m s  as p u t  b e f o r e  
p ' °  l o u s e  w a s  t o  a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  in  a d v a n c e  o f  t h o  o t h e r  

l o v i n o e s  o f  I n d i a  u n d e r  t h e  R e f o r m s  A c t .  T h o  R u l e s  f o r
u t m a  f o l l o w e d  in t h e  m a i n  t h o  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o f  t h o  W h i t e  

C o m m i t t e e  ( S e e  p  9 3 7 )  a n d  t h o  f t  a n o h i s e  p r o p o s e d  w a s  m o r o  l i b e r a l  
a "  in  t h e  r e s t  o f  B r i t i s h  I n d i a .  E x c l u d i n g  t h o  b a c k w a r d  S h a n  

‘ t a le s  ( w h i c h  w i l l  h a v e  n o  d i r e c t  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  a t  p r e s e n t )  t h o  
p o p u l a t i o n  o f  B u r m a  to  w h o m  t h e  n o w  C o n s t i t u t i o n  w i l l  a p p ly  is  

1 L 5 G 0 . 0 0 0 .  I n  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a 3 a l o n e ,  w i t h  a p o p u l a t i o n  o f  
T i ’ . 10,000, t h e r e  w i l l  b e  an  e l e c t o r a t e  o f  o n e  a n d  a  h a l f  m i l l i o n .
, i  lsnwi11 h o  r a t h e r  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  n u m b e r  o n  t h e  e l e c t o r a l  r o l l  o f  
n o n P r o v i n c e s ,  w h i c h  h a v e  t h e  fa r  g r e a t e r  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  4 5 ,  

, 0 0 0 .  In  B e n g a l ,  w h e r e  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  is 4 6 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  t h e  
e l e c t o r a t e  o n l y  j u s t  e x c e e d s  a  m i l l i o n ;  w h i l s t  in  t h e  C e n t r a l  P r o -  
v i " c i . s  " n h  3 p o p u l a t i o n  a b o u t  e q u a l  t o  t h a t  o f  B u r m a ,  o n l y  1 4 5 ,  0 0 0  
. ' P I ltltIed  t o  e x e r c i s e  t h e  f r a n c h i s e .  T h o  l a r g e r  n u m b e r s  in  B u r m a  
me c uo  m a i n l y  t o  t h e  l o w e r  a g e  l i m i t  ( 1 8  i n s t e a d  o f  21)  a n d  t h o  in -  
- u s io n  o f  all  p e r s o n s  p a y i n g  h o u s e h o l d  t a x  a n d  c a p i t a t i o n  t a x .  
v,T hln t h o  m a t t e r  c o m i n g  u p  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  o n  t h e  1 2 t h ,  C o l o n e l  

Cf~ § w o o d  w h o  t o o k  a  v e r y  a c t i v e  in t e r e s t  b o t h  o n  t h e  J o i n t  
c o m m i t t e e  a n d  in  t h e  H o u s e  i t s e l f ,  sa id  t h a t  t h e  s c h e m e  w a s  
w o r t h y  o f  a c c e p t a n c e  b y  B u r m a ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h o  i m p r o v e m e n t s  ■■ h i c h  
he  d e s i r e d  to  i n t r o d u c e  w e r e  r e j e c t e d .  A t  th e  sa m e  l i m e  h e  d i d  his 
b e s t  to  c o n v e y  t o  t h o  H o u s e  t h e  v i e w s  o f  t h o s e  B u i m a n s  w h o  r i g a r d  
t h e  m e a s u r e  as t i m i d  a n d ,  in p a r t ,  r e a c t i o n a r y .  H e  sa id  that t h o  
UUestion as t o  w h e t h e r  the  n e w  s y s t e m  w a s  t o  b o  a c c e p t e d  o r  r e j e c t e d  
hy th e  p o l i t i c a l l y  c o n s c i o u s  c lasses  in  B u r m a  w as t r e m b l i n g  in  t h o



\ ' \  ^be m a *“  p u r p o s e  o f  h is  a m e n d m e n t s  w a s  t o  m M r e V l e i
oTFeir as  g o n e r o u s  as p o s s ib l e  s o  as  t o  o b v i a t e  in  B u r m a  t h e  p o l i c y  01 
'No-0-.eo o p e r a t i o n  w h i c h  h a d  p r e v a i l e d  in  I n d ia .

Die-Hard Objections.
1 T w o  o r  th r e e  U n i o n i s t  m e m b e r s  in c o u r s e  o f  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  

m a d o  i t  p la in  t h a t  th e  m e a s u r e  t h o u g h  p r e s e n t e d  b y  a  T o r y  M in i s t e r  
w a s  not, a t  all  to  t h e ir  l ik in g .  M a j o r  G l y n  o b j e c t e d  t o  t h e  t r a n s f e r  
o f  fo r e s t s  t o  a B u r m e s e  M in i s t e r  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  t h a t  i t  w o u ld  lead  
t o  in e f f i c ie n c y  a n d  l o s s .  S i r  C h a r le s  Y a t e  p i t c h e d  i n t o  th e  s y s t e m  o f  
d y a r c h y  a n d  p r o t e s t e d  s t r o n g ly  a g a in s t  t h e  p r o p o s a l  t o  f ix  e ig h t e e n  
as th e  a g e  f o r  th e  e x e r c i s e  o f  t h e  f r a n ch ise .

S i r  T h o m a s  B e n n e t t  a n d  M r.  O r m s b y  G o r e  g a v e  t h e ir  h e a r t y  s u p 
p o r t  to  t h e  m o d o r a t e  s c h e m e  o f  r e f o r m .  T h e y  sa id  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  n o  
d o u b t  as t o  t h e  g r a v e  fo l l y  o f  a l l o w i n g  th e  present, c o n d i t i o n s  to  c o n t i 
n u e  i n d e f in i t e ly .  M r .  O r m s b y  G o r e  d e p l o r e d  th e  d e la y  w h i c h  h a s  t a k e n  
p la c e  in  th e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  A c t  t o  B u r m a ,  an d  u r g e d  t h a t  w h a t  
w a s  d o n e  n o w  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  d o n e  in  a  n i g g a r d l y  s p ir i t .

M r .  O r m s b y  G o r e  w a s  o n e  o f  th o s e  w h o  o p p o s e d  the  p r in c ip l e  
o f  c o m m u n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  c o n t a i n e d  in  th e  B i l l .  T h i s  q u e s t i o n  
w a s  r a is e d  in an a m e n d m e n t  b y  C o l o n e l  W e d g w o o d  w h o  s o u g h t  to  
e l i m i n a t e  t h e  s c h e m o  ot c o m m u n a l  e c t o r a t e s ,  s u b s t i t u t i n g  f o r  i t  the  
r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  p a r t i c u la r  seats .  H is  sp e e c h  w a s  a  v e r y  p o w e r f u l  
a r g u m e n t  a g a in s t  sp e c ia l  m i n o r i t y  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  o n ly  h is  p o s i t i o n  
w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  m o r e  lo g ica l  i f he h a d  r e f r a in e d  f r o m  p u t t i n g  f o r w a r d  
an a l t e r n a t i v e  m e t h o d  o f  s e c u r in g  w h a t  w a s  p r a c t i c a l ly  the  sa m e  o n d .  
l i e  s h o w e d  h o w  c o m m u n a l  r e p r e s e n ta t i o n  w o u ld  w o r k  if a p p l ie d  to  
E n g l a n d .  I t  w o u l d  m e a n  a se p a r a te  r e g is te r  l o r  S c o t s m e n ,  a n o t h e r  
f o i  I r i s h m e n ,  a t h ir d  f o r  M c l s h m e n ,  a n d  so  o n ,  a n d  o n  th e  t o p  o f  th e se  
r a c ia l  d i s t i n c t i o n  th e r e  w o u ld  be  sp ec ia l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  f o r  J e w s ' 
R o m a n  C a t h o l i c s  a n d  o t h e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  as su ch .  H e  f u r t h e r  u r g e d  
t h a t  su ch  a s y s t e m  c o u l d  n e v e r  be  g o o d  f o r  m i n o r i t i e s ,  w h e t h e r  in 
B r i t a n , ,  I n d ia ,  B u r m a ,  o r  a n y w h e r e  e lse .  W h e r e  p a r t i c u la r  c o m 
m u n i t i e s ,  s u c h  as In d ia n s  a n d  K a r o n s  in  B u r m a ,  p r e d o m i n a t e  in  
c e r t a in  c o n s t i t u e n c i e s  t h e y  w il l  h a v e  n o  d i f f i c u l t y  in  s e c u r in g  th e  
e l e c t i o n  o f  th e ir  o w n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t h r o u g h  t h o  m o d i u m  o f  a g e n e r a l  
o l e c t o i u t e  : an d  w h e r e  th e  sa m e  c o m m u n i t i e s  c a n  o n l y  r e g i s t e r  a 
l i m i t e d  n u m b e r  o f  v o te s ,  th e y  m a y  st i l l  e x e r c i s o  a v e r y  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
in f l u e n c e ,  b o t h  in t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  c a n d i d a t e s  a n d  as r e g a r d s  th e  
s u b s e q u e n t  a c t i o n s  o f  th o s e  e l e c t e d .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  as  w a s  p o i n t e d  o u t ,  
R o m a n  C a t h o l i c s  in  E n g l a n d  w e r e  in  a  m u c h  s t r o n g e r  p o s i t i o n  b y  
b e in g  ab le  t o  use t h e i r  v o t e s  in  t h is  w a y  in  a  la r g e  n u m b e r  o f  c o n 
s t i t u e n c ie s  tba i i  t h e y  w o u l d  b e  if  l u m p e d  t o g e t h e r  in a  f e w  c o m m u n a l  
c o n s t i t u e n c i e s ,  b e c a u s e  in  the  l a t t e r  case  o r d i n a r y  m e m b e r s  o f  P a r l ia -

( i f  i  UltMA H£ FOAM It t’Lh S til, J  £ 9 l* ,



i f  l W - j V 2 ]  4 ME J.VDM ti N T.S REJECTED 2 ^ 0 1
*”' f k 0 110 not,' ca  ° f  t h e i r  c la im s  a n d  t h e i r  o w n  r o p r e s i o ^ i i l ^ J

W i n T e n o n  ^  m i n o r i t y  in P a r l ia m e n t .

the  m e t h o d  o f  c o m m a u a l T e p T o ^ o n t a d f d l °  'peTSn/ d° th ,e H o u .so thafc 
n ocessa rv  in  n , n r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  p r o p o s e d  in  t h e  r u le s  w a s
a n d  the  a m e n d m e n t * ™ 80” 1’ ° f ' 10 , it ica l  d e v e l o p m e n t  in B u r m a ,

a m e n d m e n t  w as  a c c o r d i n g l y  r e j e c t e d  b y  1 4 6  to  4 3 .

Amendments Rejected.

T tie  ru les  ■ !  d ^ ° f ! S ' ) 0 ° f' S i ?-t *?6r ; lm e n d m e n t s  s h a r e d  t h e  sa m e  fa te ,  
torn -s  as m en  « ! .  n  ’ ,n  a d d i t i o n  t o  e n f r a n c h i s i n g  w o m e n  o n  th e  sa m e  
shal.  h e  n lm i ’i i y  ° f l e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l  to  d e c i d o  w h e t h e r  t h e y  
h o w e v e r  t >”   ̂°\ ° , S*'a n ^ as c a n d i d a t e s  o r  n o t .  C o l o n e l  W e d g w o o d ,  
h u t  hv  „  l0 " "  ^hat f he r i g h t  to  s t a n d  s h o u l d  b e  c o n f e r r e d  a t  o n c e ,

U  , lJor" iy  ^ 3 5  f-0 4 3  th e  H o u s e  t h o u g h t  o t h e r w is e .
C o lo n e l  W  i lU °  ? ’ a d  c a n f f i d a t e s  m u s t  h a v e  a t t a in e d  th e  a g e  o f  2 5 .  
P o in te d  o n t ' r h '7?  i P ^ °p o s0d  t o  s u b s t i t u t e  2 1 ,  a n d  in  d o i n g  so  ho  
o f  the  l i o n s  *r r« ° ™  ^  in t e r t o n  h im se l f  ha d  b e e n  e l e c t e d  a m e m b e r  
fo l l o w  the  °  i° . o m m o n s  a t  21 b y  a m e t h o d  w h ic h  d i d  n o t  s u r e ly  
b lu s h e d  e x c e  r u les  in  B r i t a i " '  W h e r e u p o n  t h e  n o b le  L o r d
o f  his co  , ,n gIy  a,l<! a f t e r w a r d s  c o n fe s s e d  t h a t  ho  w a s  a s h a m e d  
g o o d  reason  t 0tu b 8 t " ’ e e "  Hl0 agas  o f  21  anfl  2 5  (a s  i n d e e d  he  ha d  
y o u n g m e n  °  „  f o r  he w as  in  th o s e  y o a r s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  u n r u ly  
° f  2 5  fo r  r>at  W e s t m i n i s t e r . )  H e  s tu c lc ,  h o w e v e r ,  t o  t h e  ago  
a n d  o t h e r  Urra.a ’ 1,1 8p,' te o f  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  o f  L o r d  R o b e r t  C e c i l  

A n  ! 5 p o n e n c e d  m e m b e r s ,  a n d  c a r r i e d  h is  p o i n t .  
w h e th e r  l  0 , t  Waf  a lso  m a d e  t o  s e c u r e  f o r  t h e  v a r i o u s  e l e c t o r a t e s ,  
r e p r e s e n t a H <nmUri • l ° r ^e r r ' f ° n a b  f r e e d o m  t o  c h o o s e  t h e i r  o w n  
l o a l i f i c a t i o r ' 08] "  . o u t  re£ a r d  to  a n y  r e s id e n t ia l  o r  c o m m u n a l  
a t t e m p t  t o  *’ U' f w a s  u n su c c e ss fu l .  E q u a l l y  u n a v a i l i n g  w a s  the  
h a v e  b e e n  P.r0V 0n*: th e  d i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n  f o r  e l e c t i o n  o f  p e r s o n s  w h o  
p o in t o d  o u t In[ P ri80nod  ô r  l ' ° f ’ t>oal o f f e n c e s .  C o l o n e l  W e d g w o o d  
P a t r i o t i c  m e n  i i ° ' l  J!1' 8’ *teo^> w o u ld  e x c l u d e  m a n y  o f  t h e  m o s t  
a n y  t im e  d e s i r  t f r o m  s e r v ’; n g  in  th e  C o u n c i l s  s h o u l d  t h e y  a t  
tary  w as  u n y i e h r  °  d °  S° ’  b u t  in  tllis  m a t t e r  a ls o  t h e  U n d e r  S c o re -  

•po w a  j lng  a n d  the  a m e n d m e n t  w a s  n e g a t iv e d .

r a ised  the  n ° nd  f h o  d i s c u s s i o n  C o l o n e l  W e d g w o o d  again  
l o p m e n t  w h i e f f t o "  ° M ho S6Pa r a t i o n  o f  B l l r m a  i r o m  I n d i a — a d e v e -  
r o a so n s  H i -  f W0U' (  ̂ h e a r t i l y  w e l c o m e  a n d  fo r  w h i c h  he g a v e  h is
B u r m e s e  mn l Bi[r " aS .'dl.a t  tdl°  r u ' os  as t h e y  s t o o d  w o u l d  p r e v e n t  t h e  

' som e  f u t u r P t°- 10m g i v i n & ®ffect  to  t h e i r  w is h e s  in  th is  m a t t e r  a t  
n o t h i n g  : „ ! i  ln i0 j  *)u t  L o r d  W i n t e r t o n  m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w as  
Prin cip le  m6 ru , . t o  P r e ju d ic e  t h e ir  u l t i m a t e  d e c i s i o n  as th  r o o t
Vtftn n o t  16T?u, 0 l?>sl l ip  o f  B u,,m a  t o  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a

W n ° '  i d tu i t e d .  T h e  R u le s  w e r e  th a n  passed.



The joint Committee S
A f t e r  th e  B u r m a  R e f o r m  R u l e s ,  t h e  n e x t  m a t t e r  t o  e n g a g o  

a t t e n t i o n  o f  th e  J o i n t  P a r l i a m e n t a r y  C o m m i t t e e  o n  I n d i a n  a f fa i r s  
w a s  t h e  h u g e  in c r e a s e  in  t h e  A r m y  e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  I n d i a .  T h e  s e c o n d  
r e p o r t  o f  th o  S t a n d i n g  J o i n t  C o m m i t t e e  o n  I n d i a n  a f fa irs  d e a l in g  w i t h  
t h e  c o s t  o f  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  B r i t i s h  t r o o p s  w a s  o u t  o a r ly  in  J u l y  1 9 2 2 .  
T h o  C o m m i t t e e  h a d  the  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  a t t e n d a n c e  o f  t h e  S e c r e 
ta r y  o f  S t a t e  o n  t h r e e  o c c a s i o n s  a n d  p u t  m a n y  q u e s t i o n s  t o  11m. 
T h e y  c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  t h e  w h o lo  q u e s t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  e x h a u s t i v e  y 
e x p l o r e d  w i t h  a v i e w  t o  e f f e c t i n g  w h a t  r e d u c t i o n s  in  m i i t a r y  e x  
p e n d i t u r e  m a y  b e  f o u n d  p r a c t i c a b l e  and c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  s e e m  l t y .  
T h e  r e p o r t  p o in t s  o u t  t h a t  t h e  I n d i a n  B u d g e t  f o r  11 )22 -^ 3  s o w s  an 
e s t i m a t e  o f  o v e r  6 2  c r o r e s  o f  r u p e e s  o n  m i l i t a r y  e x p e n d i t u r e  o u t  o f  
a  t o t a l  e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  1 4 1  c r o r e s ,  w h i l e  t h o  r e v e n u e  is  1 3 b  c r o r e s  
a n d  th o  d e f i c i t  n i n e  c r o r e s .  T h i s  s e r i o u s  f in an c ia l  p o s i t i o n ,  says  
t h e  r e p o r t ,  r e n d e r s  e c o n o m i e s  in  all p o s s ib l e  d i r e c t i o n s  im p e r a t i v e .  
T h e  e x p e n d i t u r e  in  I n d ia  fo r  B r i t i s h  t r o o p s  in  1 9 2 1 - 2 2  w a s  16 
c r o r e s  81 la k h s  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  s e v e n  c r o r e s  32  la k h s  in  1 9 1 3 - 1 4 ,  d e s 
p i t e  th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  s t r e n g t h  h a d  b e e n  r e d u c e d  b y  s i x  t h o u s a n d  m e n .  
T h e  C o m m i t t e e  is n o t  i n f o r m e d  o n  w b a t  g r o u n d s  th o  r e d u c t i o n  o f  
s t r e n g t h  w a s  m a d e  a n d  d e s i r e  t o  m a k e  i t  c le a r  t h a t  t h e y  d o  n o t  
r e c o m m e n d  a f u r t h o r  r e d u c t i o n  in  th o  s ize  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  a r m y .  T h e  
in c r e a s e  in  t h o  c o s t  o f  t r o o p s  h o w e v e r  m a y  b e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  a 
c o n s id e r a b le  d e g r e e  t o  h i g h e r  p a y  s in ce  1 9 1 9 .

i t  is u n d e r s t o o d ,  c o n t i n u e s  the  r e p o r t ,  t h a t  t h e  i n c r e a s e  o f  p a y  
w a s  d e e m e d  n e c e ssa ry  b y  th e  W a r  off ice  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  in c r e a s e  
g r a n t e d  in  E n g l a n d  a t  t h a t  t im o  a n d  a d o p t e d  b y  th e  H o m e  G o v e r n 
m e n t  u n d e r  a b n o r m a l  c o n d i t i o n s  w i t h o u t  a n y  fo r m a l  c o n s u l t a t i o n  
w i t h  th e  I n d ia  O ff ice  o r  a u t h o r i t i e s  in I n d i a .  T h o  I n d ia n  G o v e r n 
m e n t  h a d  n o  o t h e r  a l t e r n a t iv e  b u t  t o  a c c e p t  i t  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  w as  
a l r e a d y  a ser io u s  d e f i c i e n c y  in  r e v e n u e  as c o m p a r e d  w i t h  e x p e n d i 
t u r e .  It  is o p e n  t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  w h e t h e r  t h e  g e n e r a l  H o a d  Q u a r t e r s  
.ItafF is n o t  in f la t e d  a n d  c a p a b l e  o f  r e d u c t i o n  w i t h o u t  d i s a d v a n t a g e .  
T h e  H e a d q u a r t e r s  S t a f f  h a s  in c r e a s e d  f r o m  9 6  in  1 9 1 4  t o  1 6 6  in  
1 9 2 1 .  '1 he t o t a l  o f  o f f ice rs ’ sta ffs  o t h e r  t h a n  h e a d q u a r t e r s  has
in c r e a s e d  f r o m  2 0 3  in  1 9 1 4  to  2 7 8  in  1 9 2 1 .  T h e  C o m m i t t e e  has 
n o t  e x a m i n e d  t h i s  s u b j e c t  in  d e ta i l  o w i n g  to  i ts  m a g n i t u d e  a n d  
c o m p l e x i t y ,  b u t  in  v i e w  o f  th o  f a c t s  d i s c l o s e d  a b o v e  t h e y  fee l  i t  
t h e i r  d u t y  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  t o  th e  i m p o r t a n c e  
o f  th e  w h o le  s u b je c t  a n d  t o  r e c o m m e n d  t h a t  th e  I n c h c a p o  C o m m i t t e e  
s h o u l d  b e  d i r e c t e d  m o s t  s e r i o u s ly  t o  c o n s i d e r  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  
r e d u c i n g  e x p e n d i t u r e  as fa r  as th e  B r i t i s h  a r m y  in  I n d i a  is c o n c e r n e d ,

X a^ £ ■ Goi x  •
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1. he I. C. S. Debate

H O U S E  OF C O M M O N S — 2 N D  A U G U S T  1 0 2 2

The following is the full account of the famous I.C.S. 
debate in the last parliament in which the then Premier, Mr 
Lloyd George delivered that notorious ‘Steel frame’ speech 
which has since then been agitating public men in India about 
the danger of another breach of faith regarding the Reforms.

In th e  H o u s e  o f  C o m m o n s ,  o n  A u g .  2. Sir S. H o a r e  (C h e l s e a ,
C .  U )  ra ised  the  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  p o s i t i o n  a n d  p r o s p e c t s  in 
t h e  I n d ia n  C i v i l  S e r v i c e .  H e  sa id  t h a t  o n e  o f  t h o  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  
fa ctors  f o r  th e  su cc e ss  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  A c t  w a s  an 
e f f i c ie n t  a n d  c o n t e n t e d  C i v i l  S e r v i c e .  A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  m o m e n t  
th e r e  w a s  v e r y  g r a v e  a n x i e t y  a n d  d i s c o n t e n t  in  t h e  r a n k s  o f  t h e  
C iv i l  S e r v i c e .  T h a t  w a s  s h o w n  b y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a t  t h e  r e c e n t  
e x a m i n a t i o n s  f e w e r  E u r o p e a n s  p r e s e n t e d  t h e m s e lv e s .  T h a t  w a s  a 
s e r io u s  fa c t .  T h e  I n d ia n  C i v i l  S e r v i c e  w a s  s u f f e r in g  f r o m  a  g e n e r a l  
g r i e v a n c e  t h a t  c a m e  f r o m  t h o  f e e l i n g  o f  u n c e r t a i n t y  a n d  f r o m  a 
n u m b e r  o f  s p e c i f i c  f in a n c ia l  g r ie v a n c e s .  A  g r e a t  m a n y  m e m b e r s  
g e n u i n e l y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e i r  p a y  w a s  n o  l o n g e r  so  s e c u r e  as  i t  w a s ,  
t h a t . t h e i r  p e n s i o n s  w e r e  n o t  so  c e r t a in ,  a n d  t h a t  i t  w a s  d o u b t f u l ,  as 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  t o o k  p la c e  in  I n d ia ,  w h e t h e r  th e  a p p o i n t 
m e n t s  t h e y  n o w  h e ld  w o u ld  c o n t i n u e ,  a n d ,  i f  t h e y  c e a s e d  t o  c o n t i 
nu e ,  w h e t h e r  t h e y  w o u ld  o b t a i n  j u s t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  h a v in g  t h e i r  
ca r e e rs  b r o u g h t  t o  an  e n d .  T h e y  f e l t  t h a t  t h o  c o n d i t i o n s  o f f e r e d  
b y  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  f o r  p r e m a t u r e  r e t i r e m e n t  w e r e  n o t  g e n e r o u s  
e n o u g h .  T h e y  ha d  soen  m a n y  d e b a t e s  r a i s e d  a n d  q u e s t i o n s  a s k e d  
m  th e  n o w  C o u n c i l s  a n d  A s s e m b l i e s  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  a g r e a t  m a n y  
m e m b e r s  o f  th o s e  b o d i e s  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  C i v i l  S e r v i c e  w a s  n o  
o n g e r  w a n t e d  in  I n d ia ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  h a d  b e t t e r  p a c k  u p  

an d  g o  h o m e .

H e  u r g e d  t h o  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  t o  m a k e  a  c l e a r  s t a t e m e n t  that, 
in  th e  sp ir i t  a n d  t h e  l e t t e r ,  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  a b i d e d  b v  t h e  p l e d g e s  
t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l s  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  S e r v i c e  s h o u ld  n o t  su f fe r  f r o m  t h e  
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c h a n g e s  t h a t  h a d  t a k e n  p la c e .  O w i n g  t o  t h o  fa ll  
o f  t h e  r u p e e  a n d  t h o  r ise  in  t h e  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g ,  t h e  I n d i a n  C i v i l  
S e r v a n t  w a s  v e r y  m u c h  w o r s e  o f f ,  e v e n  w i t h  t h e  S p e r  cent  r iso  
o f  sa lary  u n d e r  t h e  I s l in g t o n  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ,  t h a n  h e  w a s  w h e n  
t h o s e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  b e g a n  t o  t a k e  e f f e c t .  T h e  I n d i a n  C i v i l  

1 3 ( e )
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\.\ a i>t. m o r e o v e r ,  s a w  t h a t ,  w h i l e  h is  p a y  h a d  o n l y  r i s e n  b j r t w i r

\ - cOtlt, E th a t  o t  t h e  B r i t i s h  C i v i l  S e r v a n t ,  t h o  o f f i ce r s  in  t h o  r f a v y  • 
a n d  t h e  A r m y ,  a n d  t h e  M e m b e r s  o i  th e  D i p l o m a t i c  S e r v i c e ,  h a d  
r i s e n  b y  a  g r e a t  d e a l  m o re .  T h e  h o n .  m e m b e r  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  
w e r e  s e v e r a l  v e r y  rea l  d i f f i c u lt ie s  in t h e  w a y  o f  m e a s u r e s  th a t  m i g h t  
b e  t a k e n  t o  r e m e d y  t h e  e v i l  c o m p l a i n e d  o f .  O n e  o f  the  g r e a t e s t  
w a s  t h e  f in an c ia l  d i f f i c u l ty ,  w h i c h  w a s  p a r t i c u a r l y  f e l t  it) I n d i a .  H e  
d i d  n o t  w is h  t o  d i c t a t e  w h a t  I n d i a  s h o u l d  d o  o r  n o t  d o .  H o  f e l t  
t h a t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  c o u l d  o n l y  b e  a m i c a b l y  s e t t le d  w i t h  I n d i a n  
c o - o p e r a t i o n .  A f t e r  a ll , t h o  I n d i a n  C i v i l  S e r v i c e  e x i s t e d  n o t  f o r  the  
b e n e f i t  o f  a  f e w  E n g l i s h m e n ,  b u t  l 'or t h e  g o o d  o f  the  w h o le  o f l n d i a .  
I t  a l r e a d y  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a  n u m b e r  o f  In d ian s ,  T h e y  h a d  j u s t  as 
m u c h  s t a t u s  in  a n y  i m p r o v e m e n t  t h a t  w a s  m ad e  as b a d  E n g l i s h m e n ,  
a n d  i f  t h e  p o s i t i o n  w e r e  p u t  f r a n k l y  a n d  fa ir ly  t o  m o d e r a t e  o p i n i o n  
in  I n d ia ,  i t  w o u l d  h e  b e h i n d  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  in  a n y  i m p r o v e m e n t s  
t h a t  o u g h t  t o  b e  m a d e .  H e  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  s o m e  
s o r t  o f  i n q u i r y  i n t o  t h e  m a t t e r .

S i r  W .  J o y n s o n  H i c k s  ( T w i c k e n h a m ,  C .  U . )  r e f e r r e d  t o  the  
p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  o t h e r  B r i t i s h  s o r v ie e s  in I n d i a ,  a n d  sa id  t h a t  the  
l n d i a n i z a t i o n  o f  th e s e  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s  w as  p r o c e e d i n g  a p a c e ,  a n d  
d u r i n g  t h e  la s t  t w o  y e a r s ,  i t  h a d  b e e n  e x t r o m o l y  r a p i d .  U n d e r  
p r e s e n t  a r r a n g e m e n t s  i t  w a s  p r o p o s e d  t h a t  4 8  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  C i v i l  
S e r v i c e  s h o u ld  b e  l n d i a n i z e d .  A t  the  p r e s e n t  r a t e  o f  p r o g r e s s  t h a t  
w o u ld  b o  c o m p l e t e d  w i t h i n  n i n e  years .  T h o  I n d i a n  E d u c a t i o n  
S e r v i c e s  w e r e  to  d a y  o v e r  8 7  per  c e n t  l n d i a n i z e d ,  th e  I n d ia n  
.S erv ice  ot  E n g i n e e r s  w a s  3 8  p e r  c e n t  I n d i a n i s e d .  T h e  I n d ia n is a -  
t i o n  p r o c e s s  in th o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e r v ice s  w a s  g o i n g  a  l i t t l e  m o re  s l o w l y ;  
t h e y  w e r o  o n l y  2 5  p e r  c e n t .  l n d i a n i z e d  a t  p r e s e n t .  B u t ,  in  t h e  
I n d i a n  M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e  s in c e  1 9 1 5 ,  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  17q, a p p o in t -  
rnriits  ; 101 o f  th e se  h a d  b e e n  f i l led  b y  I n d i a n s ,  a n d  o n ly  s e v e n t y -  
t h r e e  by  E u r o p e a n s .  T h e  l n d i a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h is  s e r v i c e  w as p r o c e e d 
i n g  so  r a p id ly  t h a t  in  m a n y  p a r t s  o f  I n d i a — t h e  u p - c o u n t r y  d i s t r i c t s  

w as  im p o s s ib le  f o r  an E n g l i s h m a n  t o  o b t a i n  th o  s e r v i c e s  o f  a 
. e dro c |o r - T h e  I n d ia n  M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e  w a s  rea l ly  t h e  “ k e v ”  

s c r v ,  e o f  the  w h o le  o f  o u r  s e r v i c e s  in  I n d i a .  T o - d a y  W0 w e r e  n o t  
g e w i n g  t h e  s u p p ly  o f  E n g l i s h m e n  t o  t a k e  u p  p o s i t i o n s  in n , 0 I n d i a n  
s e r v ic e s .  A  c o n f e r e n c e  h a d  b e o n  h e l d  r e c e n t l y  a t  O x f o r d  t o  
c o n s i d e r  t h e  d i f f i c u l t ie s  o f  g e t t i n g  y o u n g m e n  a t  O x f o r d ,  C a m b r i d g e ,  
a n d  th e  o t h e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  c o n t r a s  t o  g o  in  f o r  I n d ia n  e x a m i n a t i o n s ,
*  „  1,0 r,0.e u lt  w a s  s u c h  as t o  c a u s e  t h e  gravest, a n x i e t y .  K ir
V i l i a m  , i n c e n t  b a d  a lso  s t a t e d  t h a t  o u r  o f f icers  in  I n d i a  h a d  t o  
w o r k  in  an  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  h o s t i l i t y ,  w h i c h  g a v e  r ise  t o  a lm o s t  
in t o l e r a b le  d i f f i c u lt ie s .  I t  w a s  t h e  m o d e r a t e  v i e w  that, t h is  c o u n t r y  
w a s  going t o  p e r m i t  tfco c o m p l e t e  l n d i a n i z a t i o n  of' t h e  s e r v i c e s  a n d

Go%\
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\ m u s t  g r a d u a l l y  quit. Jill t h o s e  o f f i ces .  D u m w t y J e
X v l ^ ^ i ^ w ^ c a r s  t h o  E n g l i s h m e n  in I n d i a  h a d  b e e n  c o m p e l l e d  t f r o i l r  

V^&sso0jfi,t:ioi]s o f  d e f e n c e  in  t h o  v a r i o u s  p r o v i n c e s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  
m e m b e r s  f r o m  i n j u s t i c e  a n d  h a r d s h ip .

Mr. Lloyd George’s Speech 
The Premier then rose and said :—

a m  s p e a k in g  e a r ly  as  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  b y  a r r a n g e m e n t  th is  
d e b a t e  is  t o  c o m e  t o  e n d  a t  an e a r l y  h o u r  in  o r d e r  t o  e n a b l e  
h o n o u r a b le  G e n t l e m e n  o p p o s i t e  t o  ra ise  q u e s t i o n s  in w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  
s p e c ia l l y  i n t e r e s t e d .  I w i l l  d o  m y  b e s t  t o  e n a b le  t h a t  p l e d g e  t o  b o  
r e d e e m e d .  I a m  great . fu l  t o  m y  h o n o u r a b l e  a n d  g a l l a n t  f r i e n d  
S i r  S a m u e l  H o a r o  fo r  b r i n g i n g  t h is  i m p o r t a n t  m a t t e r  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  
o f  t h e  H o u s e  o f  C o m m o n s .  I h a v e  b e a r d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  a b o u t  t h i s ,  
m o r e  e s p e c ia l l y  in  th e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  la s t  f e w  m o n t h s .  N o  d o u b t  
' * 7 ® ’ s a  8 r e a t  d e a l  o f  u n o a s in e s s  a m o n g  o u r  B r i t i s h  S e r v a n t s  a n d  

r i t i s h  O ff ic ia ls  in  I n d i a  w i t h  r e g a r d  to  t h e  fu tu r e ,  a n d  t h e r e  is n o  
i  o u b t ,  as m y  h o n o u r a b l e  f r i e n d  s t a t e s ,  t h a t  t h e y  f e e l  t h a t  t b e i r  
p o s i t i o n  is p r e c a r i o u s  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  ar e  v e r y  u n e a s y  w i t h  r e g a r d  

o  t h e i r  p a y  a n d  p e n s i o n s  g e n e r a l l y .  T h e r e  is t h e  a p p e h e n s i o n  
t l ia t  g r o a t  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c h a n g e s ,  w h i c h  h a v e  b o o n  i n t r o d u c e d  in  t h o  
c o u r s e  o f  t h e  la s t  f e w  m o n t h s ,  w i l l  a f f e c t  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  p r e j u d i c i a l l y ,  
a n d  t h e y  w a n t  r e a s s u r a n c e s  a n d  p o s s ib ly  t l io v  n o e d  a s s u r a n c e s ,  w i t h  
r e g a r d  t o  all t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s .  T h e y  aro  d i s c h a r g i n g  a v e r y  g r e a t  
t m s t  o n  b e h a l f  o f  th o  p e o p l e  o f  t h is  c o u n t r y  a n d  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  
p e o p le  0 [ lu ( ] j a , W i t h o u t  t h o i r  l o y a l t y ,  c a p a c i ty ,  a n d  p a t i e n c e  

n d ia  c o u ld  n o t  p o s s i b l y  b e  s a v e d  f t o m  fa l l in g  i n t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  
a n a r c h y  f r o m  w h i c h  t h is  c o u n t r y  r e s c u e d  h e r  a c e n t u r y  a n d  m o rn  
a go .  I t  is b u t  n a tu r a l  t h a t  g r o a t  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c h a n g e s  w h i c h  t o o k  
p la c o  s h o u ld  p r o v o k e  s o m o  u n e a s in e s s  in  t h o  m i n d s  o f  t h o s e  w h o  

o ld  s y s t e m .  I t  is  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  e v e r y  g r e a t  c h a n g e '  in  an 
i.st.i u i s h m e n t .  T h o s e  w h o  h a v e  b o o n  r u n n i n g  an e s t a b l i s h m e n t  a l o n g  
' - k n o w n  l in e s  a r e  n a t u r a l l y  u n h a p p y  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h e  

c  ranges m a y  h a v e  u p o n  t h e i r  o w n  p r o s p e c t s  a n d  c o n d i t i o n s .
The Reforms an Experiment.

t h e r e f o r e  w e  m u s t  n o t  b e  s u r p r i s e d  t o  f in d  t h a t  t h a t  is ( b e  
s t a t e - o f  B r i t i s h  o f f ic ia ls  in  I n d i a .  I  s h o u ld  l i k e  t o  say  o n e  o r  t w o  
w o r d s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  w o r k i n g  o f  t h o s e  c h a n g e s  b e f o r e  I c o m e  
t o  t h e  s p e c i f i c  p o i n t  r a i s e d  b y  m y  h o n o u r a b le )  a n d  g a l l a n t  f r i e n d  
' c c a u s o  t h e y  h a v e  a  b e a r i n g  u p o n  th o  p r o b l e m  w h i c h  is s u g g e s t e d  

o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  T h o s e  charges were in the nature o f  an 
exPeriment and they must be treated as an experiment, a gr<=-at 
and important experiment, but st i l l  an experiment. D it l icu l -
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( i f  -ft) T H E  L  & d e b a t e  [h. o fs & m . I
\ tp i f e h a v i  a r is e n  a n d  w e a k n e s s e s  h a v e  b e e n  e x p o s e d  in  t h o  w p p f c i l g  

o f  t h i s  n e w  s y s t e m ,  b u t  t h is  w a s  i n e v i t a b l e .  O n  th e  w h o le  i H l r w k ^  
n^ S e_,!B S S 'b e  s a i d ,  t a k i n g  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h o  e x p e r i m e n t  

h a s  b e e n  in  o p e r a t i o n  o i d y  f o r  a y e a r  a n d  a h a l f ,  t h a t  t h e r e  has 
b e e n  a  v e r y  c o n s i d e r a b l e  m e a s u r e  o f  s u c c e s s  in s p i t e  o f  d r a w b a c k s  
w h i c h  h a v e  m a n i f e s t e d  t h e m s e lv e s .  I n d i a  has n e v e r  b e e n  g o v e r n e d  
o n  th e s e  p r i n c i p l e s  b e f o r e .  T h o  N a t i v e  S t a t e s  are  n o t  g o v e r n e d  . 
o n  th e s e  p r i n c i p l e s  n o w ,  a n d  i t  r e m a i n s  t o  b e  se e n ,  w h e t h e r  »  
s y s t e m  o f  t h is  k i n d ,  a d a p t e d  t o  w e s t e r n  n e e d s ,  p e r f e c t e d  b y  c e n t u r i e s  
o f  e x p e r i m e n t  a n d  m a r k e d  a t  m a n y  s ta g e s ,  in  f a c t  a t  e v e r y  s ta g e  
w i t h  r e p e a t e d  f a i lu r e s ,  a  s y s t e m  w h i c h  th e  W e s t  h a s  p e r f e c t e d  f ° r 
i t s  o w n  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  its  o w n  t e m p e r a m e n t ,  is s u i t a b l e  f o r  I n d ' ,l- 
T h a t  r e m a i n s  t o  he  se e n ,  a n d  t h a t  w o  m u s t  w a t c h  c a r e f u l l y ,  b " t 
w o  m u s t  a ls o  w a t c h  i t  p a t ie n t ly .  W e  m u s t  n o t  j u m p  to  t h e  c o n e ' 11’ 
s io n  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  d r a w b a c k s  a n d  f a i l u r o s ’ 
t h a t  t h o  e x p e r i m e n t  has b e e n  a  c o m p l e t e  fa i lu r e .

Non-Co-Operation
B e f o r o  th e  la s t  e l e c t i o n  a n d  u n t i l  r e c e n t l y  t h e r e  w a s  a  v e r y  

c o n s i d e r a b l e  n o n - c o - o p e r a t i v e  m o v e m e n t .  V e r y  p o w e r f u l  a lo m e n  s 
in  I n d i a  r e f u s e d  t o  a s s o c ia t e  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  th o s e  e x p e r i m e n t s  a t  
all a n d  t h e  e l e c t i o n s  w e r e  h e l d  w i t h o u t  th e  a s s is ta n c e  o f  t h a t  a d v a n 
c e d  s e c t i o n ,  a n d  t h o  P a r l i a m e n t  o r  L e g i s l a t u r e  c h o s e n  d i d  n o  
p r e s e n t  th o s e  e l e m e n t s .  T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  a b le  a n d  d i s t i n g u i s h 
e d  I n d i a n s  w h o  h a v e  d o n e  t h e i r  b e s t  t o  m a k e  t b o  e x p e r i m e n t  a 
c o m p l e t e  su ccess ,  a n d  o t h e r s  w h o  h a v o  s t e a d i l y  o p p o s e d  i t .  I  t h i n k  
t h a t  in  a n o t h e r  y e a r  o r  e i g h t e e n  m o n t h s  t h e r e  w i l l  he  a n o t h e r  , 
e l e c t i o n ,  T h e  N o n - c o - o p e r a t i o n  m o v e m e n t  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e  is  i ' 1 
a  s ta te  o f  c o l la p se .  W h a t  p a r t  i t  w i l l  t-alto in  t h e  n e x t  e l e c t i o n  " ' e 
c a n n o t  te ll,  w h a t  in f lu e n c e  t h o  Non c o - o p e r a t o r s  a n d  m e n  o f  t b n -  
k i n d  w i l l  e x e r t  u p o n  t h o s e  e l e c t i o n  I c a n n o t  p r e d i c t .  A  g o o d  d ea l  w i 11 
d e p e n d  u p o n  th o  k i n d  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  c h o s e n  a t  t h e  n e x t  e l e c t i o n '  

W h e t h e r  t h e y  w i l l  b e  m e n  o f  m o d e r a t e  t e m p e r  s u ch  as t b o f0 
w h o  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  p r e s e n t  le g i s la t u r e ,  m e n  w h o  are  h o n e s t l y  an® 
ear i  e-stly d o i n g  t h e ir  b e s t  t o  m a k e  t h is  n e w  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  e x p o r t  
i n c u t  a su ccess ,  o r  w h e t h e r  t h e y  w i l l  b e  t h e r e  as m e n  w h o  ar e  siroi-1̂  
u s in g  all th e  p o w e r s  o f  t h e  m a c h i n e  in  o r d e r  t o  a t ta in  s o m e  p u r p o s 0 
w h ic h  is d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  B r i t i s h  r u le  a n d  s u b v e r s i v e  o f  t h e  w b o h  
s y s t e m  u p o n  w h ic h  I n d i a  h a s  b e e n  g o v e r n e d  u p  t o  n o w ,  I c a n n o t  s a y '  
T h a t  is w h y  I sa y  t h a t  t h e  m o s t  s o r i o u s  a n d  m o s t  t r y i n g  time—/' [. 
t im e  w h ic h  w i l l  c o n s t i t u t e  t h o  rea l  t e s t  o f  s u cc e ss  o f  t h i s  e f f o r t " ' ’/ ,  
y e t  t o  c o m e .  I t h i n k  i t  is  r i g h t  t h a t  w e  s h o u ld  say  t h a t ,  i f  t h o r e  1 , 
a  c h a n g e  o f  t h o  k i n d  in  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t b o  l e g i s la t u r e  a n d  in 1 
; j r p o s a  o f  th o s e  w h o  arc  chosen in  d e s ig n  o i  r e s p o n s i b l e  a n d  c h o s c '
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\ f o ^ b « H r  s ta te  o f  t h i n g s ,  a n d  i f  t h e y  w e r e  w i s e  a n d  r e s t r a i m w S i J  , 
X l ^ h h a i E b ' l ^ n g i i a g e ,  h e  w a s  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  t i m e  w o u l d  c o m e  w h o n 1 

d i h i s ^ g a s t  d o m i n i o n  w o u l d  p e r f o r m  a n  e v e n  h o t t e r  a n d  n o b l e  p a r t  i n  
t h e  B r i t i s h  E m p i r e .  ( H e a r ,  h e a r , )

Earl Winterton, U n d e r - S e c r e t a r y  f o r  I n d i a  ( H o r s h a m ,  C .  U ) ,  
sa id  t h a t  t h e  a c c u s a t i o n  w h i c h  C o l o n e l  W e d g w o o d  m a d e  a g a i n s t  t h e  
1 r im e  M i n i s t e r  h a d  a l r e a d y  b e e n  a n s w e r e d  b y  S i r  D  M a c l e a n  ( M r .  
L l o y d  G e o r g e . —  H e a r ,  h e a r . ” )  H is  r i g h t  h o n .  f r i e n d ,  as e v e r y  
o n e  e x c e p t  th e  h o n .  a n d  g a l l a n t  m e m b e r  r ea l ised ,  h a d  m e r e l y  
p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e  d i f f i c u l t ie s  o f  w h a t  w a s  a d m i t t e d l y  a  g r e a t  e x p e r i 
m e n t ,  ( M r .  L l o y d  G e o r g e  n o d d e d  a s s e n t ) .  I t  w a s  n e v e r  s u g g e s t e d  
to  1 9 1 9  o r  in  1 9 1 7  t h a t  t h e  s c h o m o  w a s  n o t  an  e x p e r i m e n t .  T o  
r o a d  in t o  t h e  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r ’ s s p e e c h  a  t h r e a t  t o  I n d i a  w a s  t o  
m a k e  a m o s t  m i s c h i e v o u s  a c c u s a t i o n  (h e a r ,  h e a r ) ,  w h i c h  m i g h t  h a v e  
se r io u s  o f f e c t s  in  I n d ia ,  a n d  as r e p r e s e n t i n g  h is  n o b l e  F r i e n d  t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e ,  he g a v e  i t  a m o s t  c o m p l e t e  a n d  u n q u a l i f i e d  
d e n ia l .  I t  w a s  q u i t e  o b v i o u s  t h a t  C o l o n e l  W e d g w o o d ,  s o  fa r  f r o m  
r e l i e v in g  in c o - o p e r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  B r i t i s h  r a c e  a n d  th e  I n d i a n  
m c e ,  w a s  in  f a v o u r  o f  th o  c o m p l e t e  a n n i h i l a t i o n  o f  B r i t i s h  r u le  in  
I n d ia .  T h e  l in e s  o n  w h i c h  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  h a d  a l w a y s  p r o c e e d e d  
,n  ^ i s  m a t t e r  w e r e  e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t .  T h e y  h a d  a p p e a l e d  f o r  
oo  o p e r a t i o n ,  a n d ,  to  a  g r o a t  e x t e n t ,  h a d  r e c e i v e d  t h a t  c o  o p e r a t i o n .  
B u t  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  in  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n  w e r e  n o t  h e l p e d  
ty C o l o n e l  W e d g w o o d ’ s s p e e c h ,  w h i c h ,  s o  fa r  f r o m  a d v a n c i n g  t h e  

P u rp o s e  w h i c h  all  m e n  o f  g o o d - w i l l  in th is  c o u n t r y  h a d  in  h a n d ,  
w o u ld  h a v e  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  p u t t i n g  i t  b a c k .  W e  ha d  g i v e n  I n d i a  t h o  
o o l s  0 f p r a c t i c a l  s t a t e m a n s h ip  ; i t  w a s  n o w  fo r  I n d i a  t o  u s e  t h o s e  
00 L  w h i c h  w e r e  s e a le d  w i t h  t h e  i m p r e s s  o f  B r i t i s h  g o o d - w i l l  t o 

w a r d s  I n d i a — n o  m e a n  g u a r a n t e e  f o r  t h e  g o o d  o f  a n y  t o o l .  ( H e a r . )
° a i . )  I t  Was o p e n  t o  I n d ia  to  s h o w  h e r  c a p a c i t y  a n d  g o o d  " i l l  t o  

u se  th o s o  t o o l s .  T h a t  w a s  t h o  task w h i c h  I n d ia  h a d  b e f o r e  h e r ,  
m id  th o  t a s k  in  w h i c h  t h e  B r i t i s h  G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  the  S e c r e t a r y  o f  
o u a te  f o r '  I n d i a  w o u l d  a ss is t  t o  t h e  fu l le s t  p o s s ib l e  d e g r e e ,  b u t  t h a t  

w ° u l d  n o t  ba  a s s is te d  b y  C o l o n e l  W e d g w o o d ’ s s p e e c h .  ( C h e e r s )

[N. B. Details of the agitation in India which followed this debate wifi 
be found in the next issue of the Register. Immediately after the debate 
? deputation of Moderates waited upon the Viceroy on the language used 
b> Mr. Llyod George. The Viceroy, however, fully endorsed the Premier s 
v>Ows and repeated the experimental character of the Reforms. See also
PP- 673—686.]
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The O Donnell Circular

The following is the full text of the memorandum sent 
by the Hon’ble Mr. S. P. O ’Donnell, C .l.E  , Secretary to 
the Government of India to all Provincial Governmen 
o r  May 30th, 1922—on the basis of which the r^ac<10,a „'i 
“ Morning Post”  thought fit to demand the reca 1 ° ‘ .
Reading and out of which arose the Die Hard agua t 
England on behalf of the 1. C S.

,  n . t „ rn a w a r e ,  tlio  q u e s t i o n  o f
A s  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  ........................................ ar0 ' ' , ,

r e c r u i t m e n t  f o r  t h e  A l l - I n d i a  s e r v i c e s  w a s  d e b a t e d  a t  s o m e  l e n g t h
in the Legislative Assembly on February H . " J’ . 0 ° 'v’
ing resolution was adopted : - ‘ ‘The Assembly rpomm nds Jo the 
Governor-General in Council that enquiries should uithout delay be 
inaugurated as to the measures possible o g ier effect to the
Declaration of August 20, 1917, in the direction of increased recruit
ment of Indians for the All-India Services and. also that steps bo 
taken to provide in India such educational facilities as would enable 
Indians to enter tho technical services m large numbers than it is 
at present possible .

Object of the Memorandum.

T h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  has a g r e e d  t h a t  L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t s  
s h o u l d  b e  c o n s u l t e d  o n  th e  issu es  i n v o l v e d  in  th is  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  
a d d  h a s  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  u l t i m a t e l y  th e  v i e w s  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  
I n d i a  s h o u l d  be  s e t  o u t  in  a r e a s o n e d  d e s p a t c h  f o r  h is  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

I  a m  n o w  to  e n c l o s e  an e x t r a c t  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y  
d e b a t e s  w h i c h  c o n t a i n s  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o n  F e b r u a r y  
1 1 th ,  1 9 2 2 ,  a n d  t o  i n v i t e  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  G o v e r n 
m e n t  o f  . . .  t o  th e  s t a t e m e n t  b y  t h e  H o n .  S i r  W i l l i a m  
Vrin o e n t  in  w h i c h  a  n u m b e r  o f  t h e  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  
p r o b le m  w e r e  t o u c h e d  u p o n .

T h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  r e c o g n i s e  t h a t  t h e  d e c i s i o n  o n  t h i s  
q u e s t i o n  is o f  f u n d a m e n t a l  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  f u t u r e  w e l l  b e i n g  o f  
I n d i a .  T h e y  o b s e r v e  f u r t h e r  t h a t  t h e  d e c l a r e d  p o l i c y  o f  H i s  
M a j e s t y ' s  G o v e r n m e n t  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h o  i n c r e a s in g  a s s o c ia t i o n  o f  
I n d i a n s  in  e v e r y  b r a n c h  o f  I n d i a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w a s  p l a c e d  b y  
P a r l i a m e n t  in  t h o  f o r e f r o n t  o f  t h e  p r e a m b le  t o  t h o  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  
I n d i a  A c t  o f  1 9 1 9 .  T h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  in t h i s  r e s p e c t  w a s  
e x p l a i n e d  in  p a r a g r a p h  7 o f  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  J o i n t  .S e lect  C o m -



\ . \ ffiqb J . J Racial Feeling: I
\ V ^!^p iin lly , while the existence of racial feeling at the preSelrt 

moment is undeniable it cannot be assumed as axiomatic that such 
feelings will porsist or increase. It may prove to be no more than 
a temporary phenomenon which will pass away with the disappear
ance of the special conditions that have given rise to it. Euro
peans employed in Indian States, it is understood, do not find the 
atmosphere inimical to them and many occupy in these administra
tions a position of peculiar privilege and regard.

(b) Although at the moment the Indian Legislatures and the 
educatod classes are demanding the completo and rapid Indianisa- 
tion of the services it does not follow that such will continue to bo 
thoir attitude. The class of communal interests may eventually 
lead to a just appreciation of the importance of retaining in tho 
executive a substantial proportion of Europoan officers who will 
stand apart from and be unatFected by Indian class interests.

hilst even with the completo cessation of further recruitment 
no presence of a substantial European proportion is doubtless assured 

■or some years, the risks inherent in any such step must not be 
ignored. In particular the probability that if a stage was ever reach
ed whon Europeans would only be found in limited numbers in the 
bighor grades of tho service and it was then found necessary to re
consider the position, the reconstitution of tho services would be 
difficult and tho absence of a trained European element in the lower 
grades would seriously embarass the Govornmont.

(vi)— The Government of India will resorve thoir own conolu- 
p 0,ls till they have received and considered the opinions of local 
governments, The problem is one of great complexity, A just 

conclusion can be reached only if account is taken of all tho 
rc event factors; and the object of the Government of India is there
fore simply to stato the caso as clearly and as impartially as possible 
ami to draw tho attention of local Governments both to the reasons 
that may be hold to justify a radical revision ot the arrangements 
now in force as well a8 tlinti which may be urged in favour of their 
retention. They recognise further that there are differences in tho 
functions and importance of the various services and that consi
derations which may be decisive in the case, for example, of the 
technical services may not be so in that of the security services 
Hl'eh as the Indian Civil Servico and the Postal service.

I am now to turn to certain quostions that will ariso in the 
ovent of its being decided that the recruitment of Europeans should 
)s abolished or largely reduced. It seems probable that the adop

tion of either of these courses will necessitate intensive measuros
of reorganisation.

( ( (  ^ u \ % 2 ]  TO THE PlWVhSCUL GOVERNMENTS / / j x i r }
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T H E  O’D O N N E L L  C I R C U L A R  [jnr.LuJ
. J g ^ lj./T h e  existing system of recruitment for the appointments 
. included in the all-India services was natural and indeed inffviP J 

iiblc so long as those services were composed almost entirely of 
Europeans. The source of recruitment being the same it was neces-, 
sary to maintain some uniformity in the conditions of service for 
officers distributed over the various provinces. The system had 
the great merit of securing similar qualifications and traditions 
for the higher branches of the public administration throughout 
India, but the difficulties of retaining it for Indian recruits have 
already become apparent in connection with the steps taken for 
the introduction of an enlarged Indian element.

Provincialising Posts
The examinations in India for the Indian Police Service have 

had to be held on a provincial basis, and the practice in the case of 
tho I. C. S. of posting Indian officers to the province of their origin is 
in recognition of the impossibility of ignoring provincial factors in 
the recruitment of Indians. Provincial sentiment, it is believed, will 
ho wholly in favour of replacing tho all-India services with provincial 
scrvicos and will be reinforced by the argument that, at least in the 
case of Indians to be appointed in the future, tho Legislative Council 
must have the power to determine the pay and qualifications of the 
officers who are the executants of their policies.

Tho Government of India are inclined to think, therefore, that 
the abolition or any large reduction of the recruitment of Europeans 
will inevitably entail tho provincialisation of the posts for which in 
future only Indians are to be recruited.

Should prov initialisation bo decided upon, a further point to bo 
determined is the method by which recruitment for those appoint
ments should be effected. I  here appear to be two possible alternatives:

,i he appointment might be merged in the existing services ; or 
' 1,/. ltn8‘it as soon as a sufficient number have become vacant be 

orniec into separate (and upper) divisions of theso services.
1)8 ayguments in favour of tho latter course, at least in the case 

o! n ,-ervices, Educational, Forest and Police, aro broadly ibose 
'v . . lV0 always been held in the Civil Service and Agricultural
o justify the existing division of tho services into Imperial and 

Provincial, a3 pointed out by the Royal Commission on Public 
services. here there is a largo quantity of work of a less impor
tant. character to be done, though of a kind which cannot bo per
formed by a purely subordinate agency, two services or classes of one 
scm ’ij are required, since it would be extravagant to recruit officers 
for the less important work on terms required to obtain officers for 
I he higher class of duties. Further, the inclusion of the higher 
appointmenu now borne on the cadro of the Imperial services in the



[ f n & ji& fy y  COL. WEDGWOOD'S SPEECH ZOlUafm)
r  V in Indian questions had seen all along the dangh^illit
" iroJPco operation might cease and that the non-co-opepator

the councils. To his (Mr. Wedgwood’s) mind there had 
boon no moro lamentable blunder mado by the Indian people than 
the refusal under the leadership of Gandhi to go on to the councils. 
They were told almost with regret that non-co-operation had 
collapsed.

Mr. Lloyd George : With regret 1 
Colonel Wedgwood : Almost with rogret.
Mr. Lloyd George indicated dissent.
Colonel W edgwood said he was very glad it was not. They 

>veio told that it would he a sign of failure if when those Non-co- 
cpeiators went on to the Councils they conducted themselves in an 
oostiuctive manner and did not co-operate with the Government, 

to Labour party wanted them to go on to the Councils and the 
ssom y to form part of the Opposition to the Government until 

uoy con d become the Government themselvos. That was the 
1 ut'11'̂ 1̂  oons*'*iUtional development. It might involve obstruction,

• j  1 w,ls 0,|ly in that way that they would finally acquire the 
m SC|°tn carry on successfully democratic constitutional Govern- 
^mn l 0 8ayj ;lg rearj prjme Minister’s speech, that if tho
ofou' j0 pporators went on to tho Councils and conductod a campaign 

opposition to tho Government at present in power they would bo 
egardod as bringing tho reforms to nought as a failure which was to 

justify us in withdrawing tho whole of the diarchy, seemed to him to 
o a most unfortunate throat and a threat which as a matter of fact 

"  13 quite impossible to carry out. Ha hoped that they were not 
mug to have a change from a perfectly steadfast, settled policy to a 

faioM °Valt.ernat0 t,,reats and concessions. That, indeed, would bo 
dp"! ‘ ’“ I'a as it had boon in Ireland. The only chance was that 

o time Minister as well as the Secrotary fpr India had definitely 
DonV^ tf e same goal, namely, Dominion Home Rule although that, 

uninion iiomo Rule would unseat from their power at any rato 
tho present Civil Service.

, ^ ° ‘ ° 11 ®1 Wedgwood emphatically repudiated any suggestion 
, a ° 'vas ° 0" ' favour by the extremists in India, the fact being, 

o said, that nobody was so much hated by them as the man who 
n!lll-'clf tried to erect a bridge between Indians and Kngr. lunoii. 

G ear, hear). It was essential, ho continued, to have a cpntonted 
C'vil Service, but he could wish when we came to discuss this ques
tion that we should giro as much importance to the question of a 
contented India. With only ono or two exceptions all tho speochos 
in this debate had doalt solely with the Civil Sorvire. That was 
cot worthy of the House of Common, for after all the Civil Service

■ Gô v
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(* l ej l | ed/1 (̂ie country and Dot the country for Civil Servmp^Lild 
\V^~— he imI,ression would be given that the interests of Eit^dfslM 
Xwptt^sb7 far as India was concerned, were solely wrapped up in the 

status of our fellow-countrymen in India. He believed that would 
be a profound mistake. (Cheers)

Sir D. Maclean (Peebles, L.) said that ho was unable to take 
the same tragic view of the speech of the Prime Minister as Colonel 
Wedgwood had done. He hoped also that his speech would not 
give the people in India the impression — which would be a most 
harmful impression-that the Prime Minister of this country, speak
ing with great responsibility in the House of Commons, threatened 
the people of India (Cheers.) That, he thought, would be most 
mischievous impression to get abroad, becauso, after all, however 
they might differ from the Prime Minister, ha was the chief officer 
of the Crown and occupied a position of very groat responsibility- 
lhe view he (Sir D. Maclean) took of the speech was this : that the 
Civil Service in India were discharging their duty in a time of transi
tion oi exceptional difficulty and trial; India, as a whole, was seething 
with internal difficulties—like almost every other nation —and there 
was being carried on thore a most remarkable experiment. There 
was the commencement of a great attempt which they hoped would 
be successful.

Ho felt that they ought to exercise very great care and respoD" 
sihility in such a time as this as to the criticisms they made and the 
advice they tendered. (Hoar, hoar) Ho regretted some of the things 
r  1 bV i r '  U ' JT ' SOn H,cks’ which, bethought, lent colour to
Colonel Wedgwood s criticism that the basis of the debate was not 
so much the well-being „f India as the well being of the Civil 

f“ lly tbe al)horism of bis bon. and gallant 
hrieml that the Civil Service existed for the country, and not the 
country for the Civil Service. (Mr. Lloyd George—"Hear, bear. ) 
He had not read a note of threat or the shaking of the fist in the 
l rime Ministers speech. There might have been a littlo of the 
touch of the-steel, hut ho did not. gather it. It seemed to him to 
be an effort to let the Civil Servants know that in this exceptional 
tinni oUriai we, their countrymen here, realizing their trust and 
our trust, were sympathetic with them, and desirous of remedying 
then' grievances. (Cheers, Mr. Lloyd George nodding assent.) Ho 
thought that, tliere was a case for impartial inquiry, with Indians 
themselves on the inquiry. He thought it his duty to say that while 
they sympathised with the Indian Civil Service, they were deter- 
mn ed to see that full trust was given to that great experiment, and 
t -”-t it should not bo withdrawn or discouraged. It was impossible 
iO top progress in India. It was a world movement, He hoped,

■ i



/ n
! (  § p c i^ | 2 ]  MR. LLYOD GEORGE'S SPEECH 2 0 « £ l i l

\*A fjfsff arg/introduced to you as members of the Indian Civil Sdryt i l  1 
and you have never heard of them although they have been govern
ing perhaps tens of millions of people for a very long period. 
Their every word is a command, every sentence a decree, accepted 
by these people, accepted willingly with trust in their judgment 
and confidence in their justice and their fairness, which ought to 
be the pride of our race. I have often talked to Americans about 
this. Lhey are full of wonder at the achievement of ordinary and 
insignificant (in sense of not being known) civil servants in different 
P i s o tie woild alone or almost without companionship, govern- 
lug groat territories. They always regard it as a groat miracle of 

11 is gift for government. Theso Civil Servants are entitled to 
every word of support. They are entitled to every deed of support 

nit i lis Imperial Parliament can give, and if they need it, it is 
® ot ^atesmen to give it, speaking not only on their

t . e , ,  out speaking on behalf of the whole of their countrymen 
to ti p"0 •[ , t'lem to support them, to see that justice is done
tnercl "f ' k- ^ave grievances. We must pledge ourselves not 
her 'i ° thlS Gov6rnm6nt but any other Government that comes 
to H ° S6e r Gl'r treatment which is their right is dispensed 
j, . ^hoy 0l'ght to know that this is the attitude of the

n ish Parliament towards them. 1 am one of thoso who believe 
tr 8etj"?g co operation of India in the government of the coun- 
whi h , ' 'ev,6 ’ t. strei|gthens the Empire, it strengthens the hold 
Indfi' t l0 '̂rnp,re bas uPon them ; it would be a mistake to make 
strei  ̂th°8ara Empire as something which is outside, it is
that ?> ' t0 ®mP're to make them feel that they are part of it, 
challn)ley,aro j n 't, Part of the structure, and that when they aio 
|0 lp0r and when the Empire is challenged they are not lighting 
Ca,p, r 0th1̂  w^'c  ̂ 18 >M London but for something which is in 
m j  a or "°mbay or wherever they happen to be. That is what 
Colonies”  Str°"et*:1 ’ n the last war in the Dominions and in the

nnn ivt!'elM°-le I approved this question from the point of view of 
( 0 0 leves i" gotting Indians to assist us in discharging the 

T 1 8rCa v.trnSt: 0nG ^ligation which we have inherited arid which 
j-, opo lie shall transmit to our descendants in generations to come. 
*rom that point of view I should like to say this. The success of 
our efforts in securing the attachment of Indians to service, the 
recruitment. of Indians to service, the embodiment of Indians in 
service, will depend riot upon the quality of speeches delivered in 
ihe legislatures by Indians (although I do not despise that, oontribu- 
t'on in the least because that is what Parliament means, it means a 
place for speaking), but rather by their efficiency in the discharge of

/ j # * -  ' e° ^ X
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1 • ordinary humdrum tasks as members of the civil ano^o&iar

/services. I think it is important that. Indians themselves sTremW-' 
''g&tSB** well into their minds. They see speeches reported in papers 
and they 8ee a great deal of importance is attached to those speeches, 
and they say this is the art of Government. Well, it is part of the 
art of democratic Government, and people who try to govern with' 
out it have generally failed. In war, as I ventured to say somo- 
time ago, countries which were the most efficient on that side were 
also the most efficient in the conduct of war. It is a groat, part of 
the art of Government. It. is the beginning but the other is vitai, 
and unless they supplement it by showing that they are ablo to do 
their work as civil servants, then the experiment-of inviting them 
to-co operate with us will be a failure.

The British Services Indispensable
What I want specially to say is this, that whatever their success, 

whether as parliamentarians or as administrators, I can see no period 
when they can dispense with the guidance and assistance of a small 
nucleus of British Civil Servants, of British officials in India, this in 
the population of 31,5000.000 and they only number 1200. They are 
the steel frame of the whole structure. 1 do not care what you 
build on to it, if you  take that steel frame out, the fabric will 
collapse. It is therefore essential that they should be there, hut 
not for their own sakes. V. hat does it matter finding 1200 positions 
from a population of 36000000. Finding jobs for 1200 is really too 
trivial. I see comments and unworthy comments about our finding 
avenues and jobs for our young men. There is not one of this 1200 
that could not easdy find a much better job  in this country a much 
better paying one. -The difficulty is to get men to go there It is 
not the difficulty of finding places to put them into. Therefore, I 
am not talking from that point of view. As I said to my Right, 
Honourable friend, the Member for the Scottish Universities (Sir 
Henry Braik) when I hud a conversation with him five months ago,
a n d  l a m  e n t i r e ly  in  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  h im .  I t  is f r o m  t h e  p o i n t  o f
view o ndiii I am talking. It is a question not of value to us of 
tinning outlets for intelligent young man, but of value to India of 
gettmg men of this kind who are highly trained and full of spirit, 
and i here must be some spirit in them to go there and undertake 
this task. These men are placed at India’s disposal and Indians 
ought to feel a deep sense of gratitude, and I have no doubt the 
vast majority of them do. It is no secret that they often feel far 
more confidence in these men than they do in men of their own 
flesh and blood.

Therefore it is essential that we should keep this service.
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^8./Indians have been appointed which increases the pTCiptfr- , 

ti'QiLto about 16 por cent. He ropudiatod the suggestion of Sir W, 
NB&vsSefi that there was an “  expressed intention to compensate the 

Indian Civil Service for the loss of prestige and prospects stated in the 
Montagu-Chelmsford Report to bo inherent in the reforms.” Where
upon Sir W, Davison snapped out the retort that there was 
gieat discontent in the Civil Service and that unless something 
vas done to alleviate it, there would soon be no British members 
loft at all.

Ihe number of members of the I. C. S. from whom applications 
oi permission to retire prematurely on proportionate pensions had 

been received by the Secretary of State in Council was 28. Of these, 
2/ had been sanctioned, and one was under inquiry.

1 he matter however came to rest on July 5tb when Viscount
6 °nso of Lords read out ihe modification orders made 

by the Sec. of State in Council.

New Rules for Premature Retirement

The modifications in the ordor relating to conditions and terms of 
premature retirement of officors of All-India Services due to the intro
duction of constitutional reforms were published on July 5th. 1922. 

m order says : The option given to members oi these services who 
n̂(̂ ’ a ôl ^ e îrst t*me 011 a date antecedent to January 1st 

1J-0 to retire before the expiry of the 31st March 1921 shall now 
conUni.e iu force and may be exercised until the action proposed to 
f C u 0'l 011 reP°rt the Parliamentary Commission provided 
or by the Government nf India Act is known, when the whole 

position will necessarily be reviewed. Consequent upon this decision 
o restriction that leave taken in anticipation of retiromont must be 

competed before the 3lsfc March 1924 is also removed. Officers 
proposing to retire prematurely, if they have submitted a definite 
app icat,ion to retire accompanied by the prescribed form of declara- 
ioii, will ordinarily be allowed before their retirement takes effect to 

avail themselves of the full amount of leave due to them and which 
may be granted to them at one time otherwise than on mod leal 
certificate. A mere intimation of a possible intention to retire will 
not entitle an officer to have his application for leave dealt with 
under these rules. An officer who has submitted an application to 
retire supported by the declaration, and has obtained leave on the 
basis of it, will not be permitted to cancel his application and to 
return to duty without the consent ol his local Government.
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I* 1 M T j i i ,  most important part of the modification is the ne*raiip®n 

^ °n w^’ c  ̂ requires an applicant to state: ‘ In view kfi/tiaJ 
changes' in tho conditions of my service occasioned by the Govern
ment of India Act 1919 I desire to retire on the terms sot forth in 
the orders relating to premature retirement.’ Under certain condi
tions officers retiring prematurely will be permitted with the specific 
consent of either the Government of India or the Secretary of State 
in Council, as the case may be, to take up other employment 
during the currency of their leave preparatory to retirement. 
The new modification is omphatic on one point; that eligi
bility to retire on proportionate pension is not an absolute right 
which accrues. Grant of leave to officers will not bo permitted 
without the specific sanction of the Secretary of State in Council 
and without an application for retirement. On signature and 
presentation of the prescribed declaration, the Secretary of State 
reserves to himself the right to arrange for a combined pension 
under the ordinary rules on their final retirement, in case oi officers 
who have obtained employment with his permission in other depart
ment under the Crown, or to withhold permission to retire or to 
permit retirement on reduced pension only if circumstances exist 
which justify this course. Thus, it would not be open io an officer, 
against whom disciplinary proceedings were pending or in contempla
tion which might result in reduction or withholding of his pension, 
to avoid such proceedings by an application for permission to retire 
on proportionate pension. The Secretary of State in Council will 
ordinarily on the advico of the local Government postpone tho 
acceptance of resignation of any officer, if such detention could 
not be avoided without prejudice to the public interest. It 
is also announced that orders applicable to officers serving in other 
provinces will also apply to those serving in Burma with effect 
from tho date on which Burma has been constituted a Governor’s 
provmca.

Another order of the Secretary of State in Council declares that 
an oi eer awarded a proportionate pension may be permitted t° 
commu e a portion of his pension not exceeding the third of tho 

° , e ®SB 111 t*16 option of the sanctioning authority, namelyi 
the local Government under which the officer was last employed, or 
an olticer who draws his pension directly or indirectly from Indian 
treasuries, and tho High Commissioner in all other cases. There 
aro exceptional reasons for refusing sanction to the application in 
vv.jo o oi in part, if the sanctioning authority oonsidors that such 
reasons exist the case will bo referred for the decision of the Secre
tary of iState in Council. The ordor next gives details regarding 
commutation and the rules governing it.
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V. \ lffiwjWq1j the Indian'people, that would constitute a serious sitmMkpf 
\mN^®vw^t)ould have to take it into account. K 7 X . J

Britain will not abdicate
Ono thing we must make clear, that Britain will in no circum

stances relinquish her responsibility to India. This is a cardinal 
principle not merely of the present Government but I feol confident 
that it will be the cardinal principle with any Government that 
could command the confidence of the people of this country. It is 
important that that should be known not so much in this country 
for there is no doubt about it here ; but in India, where for many 
reasons there seems to be doubt disseminated, sometimes fortuitously, 
sometimes quite unintentionally, and sometimes from facts which 
seem for a moment to justify conclusions of that kind. It is right 
that not. merely hero but in India it should be thoroughly understood 
t iat that is the fundamental principle which will guide every part 

atcaoi has any hope of commanding the confidence of the people 
° ns country. \\ e stand by our responsibilities. We will take 
w atever stops aro necessary to discharge or to enforce them.

Anarchy before British Rule
We owe this not only to the people of this country, though 

they have made a groat sacrifice for India, but we owe it to the 
people of India as a whole. Wo had no right to go thore unless we 
meant to carry out that trust right through. There is a great variety 
of races and creeds in India, probably greater variety than in the 
whole of Europe. 1 hero aro innumerable divisive forces thore and 
1 . ,f'ain withdrew her strong hand nothing would ensue except
divisions, strife, conflict and anarchy. India would become a prey
c.t ler to strong adventurers or to the strong invader. That had 
Wa) the history of India up to the very hour when we took India 
Iri l a n Thore has always been a historical play between those two 
alternatives. What haB happened before would ensue again if Britain 
withdrew her might and strength from tho guidance of that great 
'To  pi re. In fact, it we were to do so, it would be one of the greatest 
betrayals in the history of any country.

Indian Princes
Wo have a duty, not moroly to the vast territories in India 

where wo exerciso supremo control but wj also owe a duty to tho 
great Princes of India and to the Indian States which are feuda
tories of his Majesty the King Emperor. They constitute about 
one-third of India. We owe an undoubted duty to them. They 
have been loyal to the Throne and to the Empire under conditions 
where loyalty was tried in ovory fibre and where loyalty waj vital 
to tho oxistenco of tho Ernpi • Thero has been nothing more



\- \  ££3ousr in the whole story of the Empire then the rallyiirelofi 
\f'^t¥efift’ :Bnnees and those peoples to the British Empire at the moment 

when we needed all strength which we could command either in 
our nwi territories at home or throughout the vast domain of the 
British Empire. Thereof we owe a grtiit duty to the backward 
parts of India which are dependent on the direction and guidance 
and vision which British statesmanship can command for tho purpose 
of development of good government in that groat country.

Discharging the Trust
We have invited the co-operation of tho pe°p '°  ° /  

the discharge of this trust. We have invited them t» increasing 
numbers and perhaps in increasing proportions- I t 1 ^  _ at
was inevitable. It was a natural development- 0 ate invitee 
them in the Army, we have invited them in the lvi service an 
we have invited them to assist in the Government o India under 
tbeir own people now in Legislature. f ba.tl ,was fir0 inevitable 
evolution, but I want to make it clear, if it is not already clear, 
that that is not in order to lead up to the final relinquishment of 
our trust but with a view of bringing into partnership in the dis
charge of that trust within tho oiitish Empire. To discharge 
that great trust it is essential to havei tho aid of the Indian Civi* 
Servants, Indian soldiers, Indian Judges and Indiau legislators. 
But it is vital that wo should havo tho continued assistance 0 
British official , There are not so very many of thorn. I marvelled 
wheu I looked up statistics. Thero are only 1200 governing
3 1 .30,00,000 people with all sorts of physical difficulties of clim»t0 
and special difficulties for men brought up in a tomperate climate i 
like ours.

Sir Donald Maclean— Does that include all British Officials ?
The Premier : That is the total simply for tho Civil Serv'c°'

, , : ™ ‘ n o t " ltlud® the Police and Medical Services. Figures
L.00 British civil servants, 700 British police officers, and 6® 
British medical officers. That is a total of 2500 governing that 
gigantic Empire with its hundreds of millions of population, govern' 
mg quietly and without fuss, doing it for generations. T h ere '3 
hardly anything that is comparable with it in the history of tb® 
woiid certainly not since tho days of Roman Empire. Hero ' a 
something for us to bo proud of.

A Triumph of Government
1 do not believe there is any country in tho world that can , 

produce such a triumph of Government. As I said once in fhis 1 
House there are men governing huge territories thero whoso name? 
are hardly known Even whoD they retire and you moot thorn

( i f  ttiE i. c. S. bubA'i'E tn. GjJSP1



T° T IIh  p n 0 V h x c L ,L  GOVERNM ENTS  
I (miJBe. j i n  that paragraph it was clearly indicated that th\Jfcuail 
•. ai&irfi.auiior of each advance in the increasing association of I j 
x^i^ftjBp^OTniinistration, no less than in the progressive realisation 

of~re5ftonsible government, can be determined only by Parliament 
upon whom responsibility lies for the welfare and advancement of 
t.ie Indian people. It was also made clear that His Majesty’s 
Government must remain freo to appoint Europeans to those posts 
in the services for which they are specially required and qualified, 
the question is therefore one which must bo decided by His 
Majosty’s Government and 1 am accordingly to observe that though 
the presentation of it in the spoech of the Hon. Home Member may 
appear to point to particular conclusions, the views expressed by 
him were of necessity based only upon particular aspects of the 
case which had boon considered by the Government of India. The 
Government of India had not tho opinions of local Governments 
ie ore them and, in considering the many and difficult issues which 
‘red t:<? b0 determined, they do not in any way regard themselves as 

c uced from, Modifying any provincial views he expressed should 
c modifications seem necessary in the light of information 

received from local Governments.
the existing orders regarding tho percentage of European and 

urban recruitment in the various All India Services embody a 
f ecision which has recently been reached. They were based upon 
. conclusion of tho Public Services Commission and the considera

tion urged in the report on the Indian Constitutional Reforms, The 
'lew underlying them was that, so far in the future as any man can 
oreseo, a strong European element will bo required in any of tho 

Public services in India and that, though tho utilities and tho func- 
ions of European Officers may undergo a gradual change, tho 

continued presence of English officers is vital to tho successful issue 
0 ^ e  policy of making tho pooplo of India self-governing. They 
assumed, accordingly, that the essential characteristics of tho 
administration would remain unchanged and they providod in conse- 
Ttence only for such an increase in the number of Indians in tho 

h India Services as it was thought would bo merged in them 
without altering their whole character.

H may be argued with great force that if the question were 
now to be decided by the application of the same it is cel'taiu there 
would be no adequate ground for modifying theso orders in tho 
interests of efficiency and integrity.

It is undeniable that the stability and orderod progress of India 
have hitherto been dependent on tho assistance and tho efforts of 
European officers and it may bo held that the recont advances in the 
direction of responsible government bavo but accentuated cho 

13(g)
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V A 1’®  y&L their services. India has taken only the first stfep9-®i , 
\  the road that leads to full self-government. That road is besec^wiftr^ 

\iiarjg&rs and obstacles and her ability to traverse it successfully may 
be imperilled if she disoards too rapidly tho guidance upon which 
she has so far leaned. Nevertheless, it is impossible to ignore tho 
changes that have recently occurred : the emergence of new factors 
and the enhanced importance that is now attached to considerations 
which, though always prosent, were less prominent and less urgent 
a few years ago and it may bo that these new developments render 
necessary a revision of the decisions previously adopted. Of the ai&u 
ments that may be advanced in favour of radically modifying the 
existing policy the following would appear to be the most importan :

(i) It may be difficult in future to secure for the mpoml 
Sorvice recruits of the same class as have been forthcoming in he 
past, and any substantial falling off in the quality of European recruits 
would obviously reduco pro tanto the case for a strong European 
element. The attractions of service in India have undoubtedly 
diminished in spite of the recent revisions of salary and of leave 
rules ; the financial advantages aro no longer what they were 25 
years ago and on the whole, and even offer allowance is made for 
the world-wide fall in the purchasing power of money, they probably 
compare less favourably than formerly with the terms obtainable in 
the Civil Service of England and of the Crown Colonies. Moreover, 
the prospects of promotion to posts- above the time scale are more 
doubtful. Persistent demands are being mado for the abolition of 
many of those appointments, and their continued retention cannot 
bo regarded as assured. Again, in so far at any rate, as tho Indian 
Civil Service is concerned, the wholo tondency of tho reforms and 
a fortiori of any furthei constitutional advances that may be in storo 
is to reduce the status of its members to that of purely executive 
officials, the Civil Servant of the future cannot expect to 
play the same part in, or to exercise the same influences over, the 
administration of the country as has his more fortunate predecessor.

, any, too, of tho most attractive of his former functions, such 
as those connected with sanitation, education and the general 
development of district or town, have already been made over to 
bodies Juliy divorced from his control. Lastly the impossibility of 
foreseeing the character or tho effects of further changes in the con
dition of tho central and provincial Governments and the many 
evidences of racial hostility which have unfortunately accumulated
during recent years may deter many promising candidates from the
adoption of an Indian career. It is doubtful whether these con
siderations are fully realised in England, but any advantages that 
may aceme thereby to the Government in respect of the quality of



l '  r<!F^H’ s poured may be more than offset by resentment and discon*
\» expectations are disappointed. kJ X .J

n '  ̂ Demand for Indianisation
(ii) The demand for Indianisation of the sorvices is older and 

perhaps even more insistent than the demand for self-government.
It is also more difficult to resist. Nothing can be more inevitable 
and legitimate than the desire of Indians that the services should bo 
banned by men of their own race ; and this natural sentiment is 
reinforced by financial considerations. The scales of pay which 
'nusfc be paid if Europeans aro to be obtained for the services are 
higher than those in force in any other State, and in a country whose 
financial resources are as narrow as those of India, can be defended 
°"ly on the ground of necessity. That the price has hitherto been 
worth paying need not be denied, but as education spreads year by 
year and as in consequence the supply of competent Indians increases 

0 continued retention of so costly an agency will be harder to 
iis .ny, at any rate theoretically, and the demand for the substitution 

ess expensive indigenous services will acquire added force. If 
e services were Indianised and if, as for the reasons indicated 

e ow would anpear to be inevitable in that event they were also 
wholly or largely provincialised, the existing scales of pay could bo 
greatly reduced. It, js a mistake to suppose that the difference 
between the cost of the European officers and that of the Indian 
officers is represented by the pr08eut overseas allowance.

The real difference iSl j„  fact> far greater and it seems possible 
that as much as one-third of the pay drawn by the European officer 
might, properly be debited to that head. Moreover, the attitude of 
the Indian Legislature hag already boen made clear. They are 
pressing for tho rapid Indianisation of the services.

(iii) Officers entering the existing services are ontitled to 
remain in these services for periods which in practice range on tho 
average from 25 to 30 years. It is at least possible, however, that 
- (l or 15 years hence the conditions in India will bo such as to 
rendor undesirable or impracticable the retention of a large number 
0 European officers, and if, thereforo, the recruitment of Europeans 
O" the present scale is maintained the Government may eventually 
08 faced with the necessity of retiring a great number of officers and 
0 Paying to them heavy sums by way of compensation.

(iv) At present largo majority of the members of each of the 
AH India services are Europeans. The prosonco of a substantial 
European element is thus assured for many years to oome in tu.
ndian Civil Service. In particular the proportion of Indians 

vmduding officers holding listed posts) is only 12 per cent, and i veu 
"ith  the complete cessation of recruitment a poriod of some 12 years

T0 'mE Provincial governments 20* ^ ^



\ • \ elap se before the Indian element can riso to 80 per centi^',ifl|io ,
abandonment of European recruitment will not therefore meanthat 

^-^fimirantry will, in a short time, be dependent entirely on an indi
genous agoncy. For years at least, if not for more, the services will 
still contain a substantial proportion oi Europeans sufficient perhaps 
to provide the necessary leavening and to ensure the maintenance 
during the transition to entirely Indianised services of real adminis
trative standards and should circumstances so necessitate the whole 
position could bo considered before the expiry of this period.

Moreover, in the case of the technical services at least 
any shortage of Europeans that might at any time become apparent 
could probably be met by recruitment on short term contracts.

(v). These arguments have been stated in tbn form m which 
presumably they would be presented by those who advocate the 
adoption of a new policy.

Arguments Against.
It is ossontial, however, that the assumptions underlying them,

ihi qualifications to which they are subject, and the counter argu
ments should not be overlooked. Thus .

(a) In estimating the attractions of sorvice in India in the 
future it should not be forgotten that it is the men now [fie 
services who ore naturally the most inclined to compare disadvan
tageous^ the present and future conditions of their services with 
those that obtained in tho past, the question, however cannot bo 
regarded exclusively from their point of view i„ the ca ’0 of future 
entrants into the sorvioes. tt is not impossible that if difficult 
conditions as regards omploymont continue to be felt in England, 
the Dominions and the Colonics, the time scale of pay and the 
iicnsions o. the _Indian services may prove a„ attraction sufficient 

right stamp o. man to expatriate himself from 
" w , a !  .00nS,? e)rilble P°rtl0” nf life and elect for service 

", , ' ; vh'ht Keiieral the effect of the. reforms and of
^ U vmt 1 1 1 a',va'lce3 on the character of the work of Civil

™ ° n !  i'i paragraphs above, it is the opinion of
if ' i • '!• 9 onncl ® and Assemblies the burden of voicing, 

gu dia-. and justifying policy will often fall on the Civil Servant and 
will offer as s imulating a field of,intellect and character as almost 
i‘"y °\  p 0 dutles whlch feI1 to his lot under a more bureaucratic 
lorm of Government ; end even in the sphere oi district adrainiatra- 

f  ough local bodies are no longer under the control of the 
i- lie*, o ctr, it i*3 probable that in technical matters, in conflicts of 

communal interests and in cases where Urge sums of money are 
luvoMsd, his advice will for many years be freely sought.

i f f  fp fcsY fi TUB O’DONNELL CIRCULAR f^ iW ir



l . \ <M.ktfJ wlust not be discouraged by it and say that it mcans^fcl , 
\%SSSHb|irtn India, that it means insurrection in India, that it metres J 

that India is getting tired of British rule. The world is tired of 
every rule. I f Hon’ble members will read the newspapers they will 
find that this is the only Coalition that has lasted six years, '

Commander Konworthy : “ What about;M. Lenin” .
Promier. No, he has not lasted as long and l am not sura that 

he has lasted, but my hon’ ble and gallant Friend knows more about 
him than I do. You have got it in Italy and France and every
where else, and that simply means the sort of unrest there is 
throughout the world, but you must not get discouraged. It does 
mean however undoubtedly a considerable accession of responsibility 
and of work to those who are discharging the functions of Govern
ment in every land, and on the main must as far as India is 
concerned depend not upon what happens in this Parliament whero 
na can get discussions only once, twice, or throe times a year upon 
t' h'3 f  canno.t: keep a continuous eye upon what happens in 
n la, and that is right. You cannot do it, it depends upon the 
tin of Government that you have there. It is essential that 
s ould be strengthened, but whatever you do? in the way of 
strengthening it, there is one institution we will not interfere with, 
there is one institution we will not cripple, there is one institution 
we will not deprivo of its functions, or of its privileges, and that is 
that institution which built up the British Eaj, “ The British Civil 
Sorvice in India” .

Responsibility for India

Y e  have undertaken the responsibility for India. Wo have 
undertaken to guide India. We have undertaken to establish and 
maintain law and good Government throughout its vast dominions. 
We have undertaken to defend its frontiers, and to protect its 
peoples against internal foes and external foes. The British Empire 
means at all costs to continue to discharge', that sacred trust and 
^  fulfil that high destiny.

Colonel Wedgwood (Labour— Newcastle-under-Lyme) wonder
ed what evil genius inspired the Prime Minister with the necessity 
to make this speech to-day. Thore was no doubt that this was 
a new declaration as regards India, a declaration which be would 
find it difficult indeed to square with tho Declaration of August, 
CUT. He had said that wo would never relinquish our respon
sibility for India. He was quite right. Neither States nor indivi
dual can ever relinquish their responsibility for what th,ey say or 
(1°- But what did he mean 1 Did he mean a change of policy 1 
Was it his view still that our duty as regards India was to reo

col. Wedgwood's speech fco/aeatfr'
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I* 1 tMfc cdifntry saEe on the lines of Dominion Home Rule ? f 3
Vee that country self-governing, even ns Canada or AufeLwJlLiJ 

VfWj-i^sjjHgoveriiing 1 That was the Declaration of 1917— not. imme
diately, but as soon as it could safely be done. Was that relin
quishing our responsibility or not 1 The people of India, reading 
his speech to-morrow would want to know what, the Prime Minister 
meant. lie had said that there was one institution which should 
never be deprived either . of its powers or its functions, and ' la 
was the Indian Civil Service. Was that the doctrine of the ° ' eni 
merit, or was ultimately self-government the doctrine of t o T°voi'i 
ment 1 How were they going to combine.the two • . “J,c ’ 1a
no Government that ever followed his Government wt e . er dare 
to relinquish our responsibility for India. ,, .

rSo, wo shall not (proceeded Colonel gw0° ’ ,n °nr res
ponsibility for India seems to bo rather ri . tren.  tom its. Our 
responsibility for India consists in assisting ° orma ton of demo
cratic self-government in India. All our dealings with India will 
be to bring that day about when nr la ofl11 sa - 0 Stven demo
cratic Home Rule. c .

How is it, possible for the Ctvtl bervico when once there is 
Dominion Home Rule in India to bo able tp carry on without a 
change of functions and without a change of powers! It is 
notorious that one of the difficulties that the Civil Service have to 
face at the present time is that already under diarchy itself tho>r 
powers and their functions are no longer what they were and tho'1’ 
difficulty is that whereas before those reforms they were tho masters 
of India, now insensibly they are bound to become tho servants . 
of the .new governments the new parliaments, the new councils of 
Itid.a, and when the Assembly has complete self-government then 
it is inevitable that the whole status of the Civil Service in India
must change and the Civil Servants in that country will he even as 
tho Civil Servants in this country, the servants of the Government 
and not the piasters of tho country.

The host of the British officials in India (Colonel Wedgwood 
maintained; roaltscd that thoy were doing their finest service to their 
mother country when they assist towards tho process of their own 
extinction. ’ They know quite well that tho best-service they could 
render Wa* to mako easy and not difficult a transition which must 
inevitably dethrone them from the::1 power. Besides obscuring at 
any rate, if he did not eclipso, the famous Declaration of August, 
1J. tho I rime Minister wont on to offer threats of the withdrawal 
of the diarchy reforms, He pointed out that it was an experiment 
fio'.i which thoro could be no possible going back under any circum
stances, The Prime Minister poiutodout the danger that every person
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\* services would necessitate eitlier the promotion to wwgal
\^^^e|f,-'-8euior officers who, as experience in connection with^mA-^ 

Kfjsted^pdsts seems to show, have been engaged far too long on subor
dinate duties to be capable of undertaking responsibilities of a more 
exacting order or the selection for the posts of the best of the junior 
officers, a course which may be of help to open the door to favouri
tism and to bo the production of much discontent and heart-burning 
among the sonior men. Against this it may be argued that it will 
be impossible to secure for the largo number of appointments in 
Question a better class of recruits than is now obtained for the 
provincial service, and that, therefore, the simplest and the least 
objectionable solution will be a single service the higher appointments 
jn which will be fillod by men who have served for a somewhat 
longer period than that which members of the Imperial services are 
now required to serve in tho inferior appointments. The balance of 
argumont appears to the Govt, of India to be on the whole in favour 
0 4 6 divisions scheme, but they have no desire to prejudice an
issue in regard to which tbo opinions of tbo local Govts, will be 
of special value.
, \k01° are “ lany subsidiary matters arising out of or connected with

e above questions, but it is unnecessary to examine them until the 
>road questions of principle have been considered and determined.

In conclusion it will be convenient to summarise the questions 
°n which the opinion of local Governments is invited. These are: —

1 (a)—Should the recruitment of Europeans for tho appoint.- 
mont3 now included in the all-India services be discontinued or 
largely reduced 1

(b) If so, in what services and to what extent in each service 1
“ 11 it is decided to discontinue or largely reduce the recruit

ment of Europeans :
'a )— Should the appointments for which Europeans aro no 

°ngor to be recruited be provincialized 1
(b)— In the event of provincializatioii being accepted, should 

the appointments :
(i) be merged in the existing services, or
(ii) be formed into separate or upper divisions of the provincial

services 1
The Government of India realise that local Governments will 

require time to enable them to formulate their conclusions regard
ing these difficult, and important questions, hut they would be glad 
11 they would arrange to complete their examination as quickly as 
Practicable and therefore to forward their considered views with as 
httlo delay as possible.

■ i
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I he I. C. S. Revolt.

The following letter, which appeared in the At.glo—Indian 
Press was addressed to the Secretary of State for India by 
the Central Provinces and Berar Association of European 
Government Servants through H E. Sir Frank Sly, (Governor 
of the Central Provinces), and the Governor General of n Ia 
in Council :

Nagpur, August JS, 1922
My Lord,—My Association respectfully directs your bordshjp s 

attention to tbo Government, of India’s lotr.er No. b ' G U  (Itatbts) 
dated May 30th. 1922, on the subject of the stoppage of recruit
ment in England for tbo Imperial Services. there is nothing in 
the letter to indicate that the Government of India a tach aiiy un
usual significance to what are, in fact, questions of vital importance. 
On the contrary these questions are | roponndea as ordinary adminis
trative problems, and it is the manner in which they have beon 
raised, as much as their substance, which cannot fail to alarm those 
who support the reforms so recently introduced and who understand 
that India can only attain full responsible self government by stages. 
The letter reveals as though by a Hash of lightning the imminent 
approach of a danger so grave that it threatens not moroly the
success of the reforms but the safety oi India and the integrity of '
the British Empire. ° J

Sacrificing Old Servants.

A  ^  C“ nn0t’ ° "  ,hia tension, discuss the subtle
methods by which the prestige anti prospects of Englishmen now it, 
the service of the Crown in India have been ruined and their present 
posui n, rendered .ntoicrabJe. But if the case for the Imperia lSer- 

t° 9 "dtb candour, then it must bo said that not a
■ 9 o- (‘]° ,,ract,cal sympathy arid understanding has been found either 
in ,umla or, until quite recently at Whitehall. Whatever the reasons 
or i may a, the fact remains that the claims of the Imperial Services

in n ia to just treatment remain neglected. It must be submitted 
or > u. Lordships consideration that the spectacle of a Govern- 

inEiit. op,tied to sacrifice its old servants on the alter of new 
Councils is not one which can encourage.

Honest Recruiting Impracticable
■b  J h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  a p p r o a c h  t h e i r  s u b j e c t  f r o m  

t " °  P ° i o t s  of view.  O n  t b o  o n e  h a n d ,  t h e y  m u s t , l i l !  e s s e n t i a l  p o s t s

X â e ■ e° $ x



\a. l inJ L e# / ng admini^ ^ i ve organisation. On the other,
t̂trncted by the expediency of meeting present polikiffti—̂  

( ,  ̂ Association does not propose to examine in detail
e arious aiguments set forth for and against the stoppage of 

roctui meat in England. Indeed, such an examination would bo 
■-uperttuous, lor one of the considerations set forth in the letter 
leaves no room for arguments. It is a melancholy fact that suitable 
lecruits for the service of the Crown in India are now obtained 
'  ! £r®at difficulty and in insufficient numbers, and this at a time 
when the demand for employment among all cl,asses is extraordi- 
naril keen, and unless a very material improvement in the status, 
pay and pensions of the Imperial Services is mado in the immediate 
u ure, there is a grave risk amounting almost to a certainty that 

°l 0t 6u' table recruits will ho entirely cut off. It, is
" I ' -  1 J a knowledge of the disabilities and grievances under 
the'0 ' ^™per’ al Services in India are laboring that has led to 
versitj8 0̂0 f candidates from tho public schools and uni-
perusal  ̂ .T1 , nr* a,l(l * am to point out to your Lordship that a 
lion ' 1 ° j ae jetter now under reference has intensified the appre- 
oul. r'°tln ° ex'st’ iig members of the Imperial Servioes. In parti- 

’ ôar that when India is administered by services which
■ wholly Indian, the necessary provision for the pensions of Eng
's men will not ho forthcoming, Until, therefore, an immediate 
n̂< assured improvement in tho conditions of service, and in the 

•ecurity of tenure and of pensions can be made, the members of 
u'o ssoo' a(:,'nn must, with extremo reluctance, support the proposi- 

lat llt Present the continuance of recruitment in England is 
impracticable by means which are honest.
cerp i • Association desires, however, to lay before your Lordship 

. 1,l |1 cousi eratious which seem to havo escaped the Government 
n la a notice. In tho first plane, that Government appears t.o 

a^umo t at, recruitment once interrupted, may be resumed at will.
- y i ssociation submits that this is not so. So far from being able 
o wit draw what, will be taken as a concession, the Government of 
n ia will be engaged in the consideration of requests for still 
ur.her concessions. Indeed, it is not too much to say that once tho 

recruitment of Englishmen has been stopped a resumption of such 
lecruitment will not be within the sphere of practical polities until a 
situation has arisen in which the need for a strong English element 
has heaome necessary in the interests of peace and order. In other 
words, a resumption uf recruitment in England must be preceded 
by grave disorder in India, in the second place, tho stoppage ‘of 
recruitment in England will stimulate the retirement -of present 
members of tho sorvices, Their work will be carried on under at1,II

18f
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Is i c°nditi°ns, and in greater isolation. My AssoSnSlinl
\«5W i*nji^ itio ii  to assure your Lordship that the resulting w e s k w iM ^  

Of tLeSEuropean element will he far moro rapid than the Govern
ment of India anticipate. Thirdly, even if recruitment in England 
could be resumed at will there would be a gap in the ranks of 
English officials corresponding in size to the period during which 
there bad been no such recruitment. The services would then 
consist of a small body of senior men and a few untrained cadets, 
and the Government would be without young and energotic officers 
trained in their duties. The personnel of the services wovdd bo 
hopelessly deficient in the very element which the conditions 
necessitating a resumption of reciuitment would demand.

Disappearance of the English in 20 Yeats
5. My Associations’ Chief motive in addressing this letter to your 

Lordship is to invito attention tp certain broader aspects oi the 
problem for which the Government of India s ettei finds no space.
If the recruitment of Englishmen is stopped now, the English 
demerit in the Services will, within a period oi about 20 years, be 
so reduced as to be almost negligible. It must be admitted that 
one oi the central features of the reforms is the complete lndiani- 
sation of the Services. But it is fundamental to the reforms that 
the process is to be a gradual one, carried out under the guidance 
oi the Imperial Parliament, with the active assistance of Englishmen 
in the service of the Crown in India. The promoters of the reforms 
regard tho retention of a predominating English element in the 
Services as essential to their successful development. The advance 
is to be made by a series of decennial overhauls of the constitution, 
and the whole process is to bo spread over a series of decades It is 
for Your Lordship and for Parliament to consider if the process can 
be completed in so short a period as 20 years.

C. Without in any way desiring to minimise tho progress, that 
has made politically, socially and economically during tho last 

t wo centuries, my Association desires to impress upon Your Lord- 
® has still not attained that degree of unity which is 

•' mhtfui !rV ® conclOot of her affairs as a nation, and that it is very 
j ,  • e er she can attain it in 20 years. My Association
agressionL  l  1°'"* ° Uv thal India is stiU t0 external
it billow tP ? haS ° VBr been' If tbose Propositions are accepted, 
must lead to,' Pf * . at,,ro withdrawal of the English Services 

"'.sinal disorganisation, which, in turn, will inevitably 
in w iY f  •1/<'ss.,0“ rom without, culminating in an exhausting war 

° ' ,n£ anr i however Vinwillirg, wjll bp forced to, participate,
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VjsV^wS^'Jyi3 not necessary to give a detailed survey of the histoiiJfi_J 
that powerful forces of disintegration have existed in 

this country in the past. Before the establishment of English rule, 
India has only once or perhaps twice approached the conditions of a 
united State. Under Chandragupta and Asoka the Maurya Empire 
consisted of outlaying provinces attached to the royal nucleus by ties 
of varying strength. The . Moghal Empire, a foreign domination, 
was short-lived, and the decay of its central authority under 
Aurangazeb at once let loose the forces of anarchy and disintegration.
It is significant that the Chief Indian competitors in the struggles 
for territory did not confine themselves to the establishment of 
what could be termed “ national” States. The Muhammadan 
Powers of Southern India and the Maratha Powers to the North of 
Nerbudda were as foreign in the countries they conquered as the 
English. Without entering into the questions of legitimacy of title 
jctwoen the various contesting powers, it can at least be asserted that 
tic English had the distinction of having the desiro and the power
0 set, up a regular administration and to maintain a Pax Britannica.

As Sir James Stephen wrote :
. Tjte English in India are the representatives of a belligerent 

civilisation. The phrase is epigrammatic but is strictly true. The 
English m India are the representatives of peace compelled by force.
1 his belligerent civilisation consists in the suppression by force of all 
pretensions to tyranny and in compelling by force all sorts and 
conditions of men in British India to tolerate each other. If the 
British Government abdicate its functions, it would soon turn order 
into chaos. If the vigor of the Government should ever bo relaxed, 
li it should lose its essential unity of purpose and fall into the hands 
either weak or unfaithful, chaos would come again like a flood.”

It has beon agreed that a hundred and fifty years of peace and 
the growth of a spirit of Indian Nationality have eradicated the 
innate forces of disunion, but I am to submit that nothing could bo 
farther from truth. My Association desires to lay before Your 
Lordship a short account of some of the more important disintegrat
ing elements in the Indian body politic.

8. Nearly one-third of India with more" than one quarter of its 
population, consists of Native States or their subjects under the 
control of Indian Princes with varying degrees of independence.
1 he majority of those States had their origin in military despotism 
and many have retained their military traditions unimpaired. Some 
of the larger States maintain armies whose military spirit ami 
effectiveness have been enhauced by participation in the Great Vi nr 
and their military organisations now show a degree of efficiency 
never previously approached. Several Princos look with feelings

11 ( i ® b o ! ] w j  Memo, to the sBc. ofstate \tQzY
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TH E 1. C. S. HE V O LT -
V affiph to. Hesire at the rich territories which atone time or f7pwMwr .

part oi the dominions of their ancestors. India corttW^®'* 
Terre iri idente.’ - Many of the smaller States were at one 

linn under the suzerainty of the larger and are now maintained in 
their semi-indepundenQo by the power of the Crown. It is not too 
much to assert that if the Central power, which is tho English Gov
ernment, were seriously weakened some at least of t h o s e  claims would 
be asserted. One single conflict of arms between two powerful oaini 
ants would light a conflagration that would rapidly sweep throng 1 n< 1‘1'

9. It is generally conceded that a national people must P°5̂ ss 111 
some degree the three characteristics of ‘ common race, common 
religion ’ and ’ common language.’ It would be diflien t o ii.( a 
country in which these characteristics are more conspicuous y a'sent 
than India. The aboriginal stocks of India have eon inn nr a.nr >j 
suce ssive floods of Aryans, Arabs, Turks, Persians and Moghuls. 1 ho 
successive wave- never coalesced and India is t>o\. in labited by a 
medley of races even more divergent than e .tarring peoples 
of Europe.

10. As regards religion, leaving as^ °  m," or ,but nevertheless
irreconcilable religions such as those of tukh, tarsi, Jain, Buddist
and Christian, tho great bulk of tlm population is divided into 
ITii dug and Muhammadans, the antagonism of whose religious tenets 
is more provocative of bloodshed than tho sectarian differences of 
thr Catholics and Protestants in Ireland. The ancient hostility 
between the two great, religions frequently manifests itself over 
the ceremonial slaughter of kine by Muhammadans and in the 
O n  mil Provinces the introduction of certain regulations to restrict 
the slaughter of cows framed at the instance of a Hindu 'majority 

vlole,lce from the Muhammadan minority.
I he laj of Jubbulpore whose editor is a local leader of tbo
Kmlatat party and an exponent for the Hindu Muslim entente has 
thus written : —
. ihe Hindu Ministers of moderate persuasion are hound to 
°|! f 0 reli£fiou8 sentiments of the Mussulmans. They are 
i.iii.i, to ..<*1 urlr, t!ie Hindus that they have resorted to such 

a toil "U i a view to protect cows but' in fact they have done so 
mere y o encourage their slaughter in large numbers. The religious 
CminJ.iei, ot ihe Mussulmans is that no power—especially a non- 
*' a° ln‘ r'bu er on earth can prohibit anything that has bson allowed 
to , em I)., Cod. Tin' prevention of the slaughter of cows and all 
ini n animals including cutnols below 9 yours by means of an enaot- 
"  1 0,l,y promotes the Mussulmans to disregard such rules and to
1 sp'-'ct ai d honour the divine laws iri preference to those framed 

‘ in. rulers or the land. Our NomCo-operuiing Hindu brethren
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••"* ° "  ^16' r tr'a'- If they I59 true Non-Co operatorsttre l  1

fl'® Mussulmans at this juncture and co operate with 
^hetiK'in their protest against the action of the Government. If 

lowever the religious susceptibilities do not allow them to do so 
they should observe silence and should not be offended if, in defying 

ese rules the Mussulmans slaughter cows and other animals. They 
s ion u rat er blame the Hindu Ministers who by framing such rules 
have provoked the Mussulmans.”

11. Sir George Grierson has enumerated and described 98 dis. 
inc anguages with 550 distinguishable dialects in India. Even in 
10 *’ .ra* Provinces there are 18 languages and SO dialects. An

a empt is bejng made to turn Hindi into a common ‘ lingua franca ’ 
oi t ic whole of the Peninsula and Congross patriots shout for Hindi 

\7.ao PCak,?r ad(l''9sses them in English. Nevertheless in spite 
to *. *, s afltdt studies in Hindi he finds himself compelled
wishe^t ^'llf’ I,sI1 and to conduct, his paper in English when ho
onb- S  ̂ the minds of his variegated following. There is
the " e iUliKpage spoken in India which contains a word to express 

]o °e.ptl011 °f a native of India and that language is English, 
i ., M . ’‘f19 confusion of race, religion and language which India

ful r • Ul a Ull'<l l,e ‘-le r̂co thoro must be added the further power 
(tisiritegraling factor of the caste system. Even those groups 

10 a common race, religion and language are split up into
nu ually exclusive aud frequently antagonistic organisations, 
ti er marriage is forbidden ; social intercourse is severely restricted 

nl' .corta' 11 castes have to undergo ritual ablution at tbo mere touch 
lit passage of the shadow of their fellowmeu.

“ Unity ’ and Weak Government
HI. Prior to the establishment of English rule the conception of 

an .man nation had not occurred to the mind of any one. The es- 
.1 jus iment of a unified administration supplied the opportunity, and 

j  ' rl9u cation of English political doctrines taught in the schools 
. - ° SuppHcd the irnpulse for the growth of the spirit of 

m lon.i i y. \\ ith its development the inevitable consequence 
°. ° " ec a Prowing feeling of shame and resentment in the minds 

o many of the educated classes at the dominant part played in tho 
administration of the country by a more handful of men foreign 
to them in overy essential tradition. There never was a country 
and never will hs ono in which Government by foreigners can be 
popular and this is a tact which must, be faced frankly and honestly.
B it to lace it is not to admit that it is the only consideration, lor 
a premature withdrawal would mean the cessation of the process 
of education and the destruction of tho nascent spirit of nationality.



f t l K  l .  C . S . R E P O L t  t W j T
• V I^®ni/ot be disputed that India is being swept by strong wave®. I* ,
• anti-British feeling. Their surge has carried Indians of wnfely 

id+SSWnt religions and races on to what superficial and doc
trinaire observers imagine to be the solid ground of nationhood ; 
but what has in fact happened is that the war and the reforms ami 
the weak Government, have seriously disturbed the “  Pax Brittatnca 
in India.” The Muslim has not yet resolved to be ruled by or to 
rule with the Hindu ; the Maharashtra has no intention of sumoi 
ting to Government by Sikhs, nor less will the Brahman contra* ® 0 
men of inferior castes, any social and political rights to « “
aspires. A cloak of political unity is provided by a c‘,™m0." t V® 
that the days of English supremacy are numbered. ia[ n f  , ',l 
cloak the politician poses as an Indian nationalist an is ’ ear y 
to discard it as soon as English authority has sou ns royer 
He will then reveal himsolf as a Sikh, a Benga 1, a i arat a 
patriot, or a champion of Islam. The out look of England 
has probably been changed by the war, am i . is cor ainy tiue 
that Indian respect for English authority has been profoundly affect
ed by the prolonged struggle of t.he war ant bo vacillations that 
have followed. To suppose, however, that India has been trans
formed as if by magic into one country and a single nation, within 
measureabla distance of ability to go\ ern and defend itself is ii 
radical mistako. .

11. On the assumption that India is granted autonomy in the 
near future and the Services are all Indianised, three forms of 
Government are theoretically possible. There may be (1) a co
operative central Goveinment nr (J) a central Government controll
ed by one dominant element or (o) no central Government, at all. 
As regards tno co-operative Central Government, the difficulty of 
its composition at once arises. “ If all the English wore to leave 
India , asked Sir Syed Ahmed Khan, “ who would ba the rulers of the 
countrj 1 In the absence of any common tie of nationality, a co
operative Central Government could be little more than the loosest 
federations, liable to crumble at the first breath of racial jealousy. 
As regains Government by one dominant, clement, Sir Syed Ahmed 
Khan s question i3 again relevant. Which element. In the Indian 
State could idFoctivoly impose its will upon the others 1 People of 
one Indirt province are otten foreigners to the people of another 
Indian province, and the manlier ra'ce of India could never be 
governed by the feeble foreigners of another Indian country. Any 
Government erected by one element would be attacked by other 
elements, and would be feeble and transitory. It would bo un
acceptable to all the other elements, and as the probability is that, it 
■would sock its own ends the ideal of “ Government by tbo people
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i f  i i eopi e,” wo:,ld be much further from attainment tl\jQbTs
\ \ , 1Ul,rtl possibility of no Central GovernmeETj la i 

ch™ ®' , . ‘dla would at once revert to that endemic state of 
^ a f l^ r o m  which it was rescued by English power.

but the prnf1  ̂ ° co,ls'derations set out have been administrative, 
military T  ”  h° ,Wh°le qU°stion is not administrative but 
stand that" thn^p°und mllltary knowledge is required to under- 
English officer cystone tbe *nd' an regimental system is the 
co.fsist of c l  M°St reSiments are composite, that is to say they 
system is mpa’ll0S recruited from men of different races. The 
But witf th» T6v ■ of. lo,,g experience and has been proved by war. 
como imnr '.P.lminatl"°.n °i the English officer, the system must be- 
that office SSI' B’ 8nd lf tbo Civil Services are entirely Indianised, 
ing a°d selfCd"fn° fc1-r0main- If’ thereforc- India »  to be seli-govorn- 
orgariisation c endln®’ must be seriously considered what military 
sation cannot*V rei>'a?e t,ln iodian Army. Obviously that organi- 
Berigalee 0ffi. ^  a 8Ingle National Army. Sikhs do not follow 
imagine a vp618’ lT10r ^ us '̂ms °bey Hindus. It is impossible to 
another of P lr.a , ,a Army, a Sikh Army, an Army of Pathans and 
democracy . u -  Muhamraadans ffuiotly obeying the behests of a
minority tv . 'Vb'°b t!10 bghting races of the country are in the 
rent civil' 0raocracy in India is possible only under the hellige- 
appear  ̂ la,‘ ' ]on °f the English, anil when that civilisation dis- 
intorreff " °  hl"g J ’ut rt military despotism will he able to preserve 
the nnl;^eau8' . , muob empbasis cannot be laid on the fact that
and essci't'1 ,y'ra,nded class6;i and the fighting peoples are distinct essentially antagonistic.

i P rp Inviting External Agression.
of devnlor, . cono U810,i is thus arrived at that in its present state 
dissension ' 0I] a" autonomous India would be torn by internal 
Such I  f aild. 'vo.uld bo wlthout the bulwark of a National Army, 
gives h f m T  1,lv' tOS external aggression. The Indian politician 
Pronounced8 n° ,  time 1° consirlor this menace. Mr. Gandhi has 
easily be c be tbo?,r-v tbat tbs Afghan if he invaded India would 
Indian 0, ; ,3quer®d ,by love'. ^ V0M the most enlightened leaders of 
Hence dismiss the risk of invasion with a gesture of impa-
else, “ we VVi-f. ’ tbey. say- wili "ever be waged against India”  or 
"our N-t' Wl deal "-' fb tbe oc°asion when it comes”  or yet again, 
present a l0n,a® Army will see to that” . Nevertheless the danger is 
8UI • :" and very serious. As divided, India always has been 
0 j Ct to external aggression, and tha least indication of the weak- 
t il i f  l *be military Power °f the Central Government will inevi- 
v,-’ y. . tbo fiffnal for foreign invasion Ilad tho Afghans and 
"  av,ns not believed that the English in India were so weak as to bn

G° t j x



/ f  t u e  1  C‘ s ‘ liEV0LT(5 f ujpplej Jp cope with Mr. Gandhi and his revolutionarica^hujo 
?1°  £ l̂aV6 ' ,oel1 tho recent frontier wars. IIow noiirft&o J 

dangers of a really formidable invasion are, it is ditlicult to esti- 
laateT  ̂ There were not many people in England who listened lo tho 
warning of Lord Roberts; and of India it need only bo said that 
feha is oxposed to attack on long frontiers across which armies 
viould bo poured without hindrance by sea-povvor. Behind the 
frontier tribes and behind Afghanistan, there may be before very 
long not only a Russia under German influence but Germany hor- 
self. In the Far East there is Japan with her growing commercial 
interests in India and her powerful fleet.

17. If autonomous India were to be attacked in the near 
future by a powerful enemy England would be faced with a very 
difficult problem. There are soma who would urge that Britain 
should stand aside, and should conserve her energies for the deve
lopment of her own “ White Empire.” But such a withdrawal 
would not be easy. It would involve the sacrifice of the greater 
part of her valuable Indian trade, and the loss of much capital and 
prestige, and it would lead to the ruin if not the extraction of those 
elements of the Indian population which are peculiarly dependent 
on the English Government— tho domiciled Christian community 
and the Parsecs. Demands for intervention would bo made by 
influential elements in England and the claims of India, based on an 
association that had lasted for more than a century and a half, 
could not bo disregarded. It is incumbent on English statesmen to 
make an estimate of the risks attending the waging of such a war. 
t would be conducted from a base six thousand miles distant with 

long land communications through a disturbed and disorganised 
countiy and with sea communications open to attack at many points 
particularly through the narrow neck of tho Suez Canal, threatened 
on noth flanks by Muhammadan powers. Success would lead to no 
fungible results for Britain, nor would it ensure the permanent 
immunity of India. Failure would be disastrous.

b ,  A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e s e  a n d  s i m i l a r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  a l l  of which
iico, not to be set forth in this letter my Association submits that an 
au oiiomoua India, whether within or without the Empire, is an 
impossibility in the near future. On the other hand, if the British 
Government is to continue to be responsible for the peace, good 
on er and protection of India, then that Government must be strong.

0 ' V 8 Nearly essential that the services should contain a
strong English element. My Association takes this opportunity of 
1 nectmg your Lordships attention to a clear exposition of the issues 
involved, contained in the final statement of the European Associa
tin'! p yitlputtu, tyhlcb your Ebrqship will find amongst other papers



■ e° i x ^

\ . \ SVUP/*u the Government of India’s Dispatch No. I ot 19I ^ m ||i1i 
 ̂ 1^19 giving their views on the question raised m-rlro-^ 

Vr^ontjigu-Cholmsford Roport, My Association ondorses the fear 
expressed by the Calcutta Association that tho Government of India 

do not realise the difference in difficulty between keeping order in 
the name of an all-pervading and apparently permanent British 
administration, and keeping it in the name of a British administra
tion which has narrowed its sphere to a very few reserved subjects, 
a id is understood to be pasting labols to London on its baggage.”

19. The purpose of my Association in addressing your Lord- 
shi i is to lay all tho stress within its power on the imperative neces
sity for caution. The reforms were granted to India as a firsthand 
stop towards autonomy. The new constitution is already being 
attacked and in canvassing for opinions in favour of the abolition of 
iccruitment for the Services in England, the Government of India 
appear to be affording support to those who desire that a second step 
S,l',°U - âk°n before the forward foot of tho first has been firmly
P anted. Tho proposal to abolish the European SorviceB strikes at 
,, e r°?t t 1̂6 re ôrins- 18 hardly necessary to remind your Lordship 

at the retention and contentment of the Services have been affirmed 
anr reaffirmed as essential to the success of the reforms by the 
a? p 1̂ ’ the Government of India, by the Joint Select Committee 
of Parliament, by members of His Majesty’s Government and by Par- 
-lament itself. The proposal to abolish the Services is a direct attack 
0n the very foundations of the fabric and to accept it would soon 
open the way to further attacks which would inevitably bring tho 
whole structure to the ground. The issue has now arisen between 
.’ evolution anfi probable anarchy and that gradual evolution which 
is the key-note of the reforms. My Association submits that the aboli
tion of the Service is an Imperial matter which should bo dealt with 
by a Royal Commission deriving its authority from Parliament and is 
not an administrative or local political problem to bo investigated by 
the Government of India. If the reformed constitution is to be 
amended in its essentials within three years of its inauguration instead 
°f after tho lapse of ten years as contemplated by Parliament, then 
tho proposals for the change should be made after a careful and full 
inquiry into all the factors involved, carried out by a neutral tribunal 
appointed by Sovereign authority whose deliberations would com
mand universal confidence.

I have the honour to be 
My Lord

Your Lordship’s most obedient Servant
J. N. D owning ,
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x^^Mnterpellations in Parliament

Similar petitions had earlier been forwarded by other I. C. S. 
Associations to the new Secretary of State. In April last the 

Morning Post” , the month piece of the O’Dwyer-Sydenham gang, 
published a memorandum from the Punjab officials to Viscount 1 eel. 
These men saw a ray of hope in the dismissal of Mr. Montagu. 
The general complaint was that the conditions of their retirement 
on proportionate pensions were inequitable. On the l l tb  April Lord 
Sydenham asked in the House of Lords, firstly, whether Viscount 
Peel would consider the desirability of modifying the form of certi
ficate demanded from officers wishing to retire on proportionate 
pensions who regard the words, ‘ I f00l unable to serve the Indian 
Government with advantage to the State as offensive and degrading, 
and secondly, whether Lord Peel would institute an enquiry into the 
grievances set forth in the memorials from the public services in 
India with a view to regaining the confidence of thoso services and 
securing the recruitment of candidates capablo of maintaining their 
high standards in the future. Lord Sydenham stated that the Civil 
Service was visibly crumbling away and he thought this was as serious 
even as the widespread unrest and disturbances created by the efforts 
of Mr. Gandhi.

Lord Peel, replying, promised to give consideration to those 
matters and declared that he yielded to none in his appreciation of 
the great services of Indian Civil Servants and the grave necessity of 
maintaining the position of excellence and high standard of the 
service. Regarding certificates from officers, Mr. Montagu had sent 
a dispatch to the Indian Government asking for the re-examination 
«'f certificates (see p. 129), and Lord Peel said he hoped to receive a 
i! ,’ly shortly and he would then deal with the question as rapidly as 
possible As regards officers who did not apply before the 31st March 
lU'-a, the dispatch sent by the Indian Government on the 9th February 
showed that members of the services were to be given an opportunity 
oi testing the conditions brought about by the Government of India 
Act and by the constitutional developments under it and if, as a 
rps experience, they wished to withdraw, they were to be
given the right to apply for proportionate pensions. The existing 
scheme of proportionate pension rights had no reference to any 
further change in the conditions which might be brought about as 
“  le.su‘ t ?f further legislation. He trusted this explanation would 
entirely dispel any suspicion that there had boon, or that there was,



i “ l^JsS*1 r f  deplete the Indian services of the British elementVHibp 
v  , which was entirely unfounded. k J J L i

nnn,,; . Prom’ s*nS sympathetic consideration to the question of 
ry into the memorials, Lord Peel said he gathered that Lord 

yUolltlam was considering this point largely with reference to the 
question of future rocruitment. Lord Peel stated that he had already 
uc e in this matter and was asking a small committee to advise him 

lva e y regarding the steps which could be taken to remove impedi- 
v . , 3 w 100 ra>sht be found to stand in the way of recruitment ;
; t 0 7 ants,d to make it clear that he regarded this mot.hod as an 
com V a , Preliminary, because the issues raised might bo wide and 

p mated, and until they got a comprehensive view of the problem, 
nrn W3i n°*i ' n a P°3'f*on to know whether it would bo advisable to 
wll" 8 on mora definite lines, like a formal enquiry covering the 

ole scope of the question.
O ’Dwyer’s Letter to the Press

the Pu° ^ wa8 al90 mad0 to rehabilitate the guilty officers of
regime1 n w^° had been Punished under the Montagu
jj0 ' 0 ' j ,  n the 11th April Sir C, Yate asked the Prime Minister if 
contni i • ®'ve the result of his inquiry iuto the statements 
7th NIIOd 'll *‘k0 ' 6^ er °f Sir Michael O’Dwyer to the Press of the 
civil °\6 ,0r’ 1921, complaining of the unfair treatment of officers,
in 1 qin milifcary- wh° took part in suppressing the Punjab rebellion 
j i .* and ' n view of the additional facts brought out in that 
take ""V l* f C0ldd state what steps the Government intended to 
Pr0, °,. Ba‘ eSuard the future prospects and to prevent the further 
sori-in01? ,i0fr°* tf1080 officers, British and Indian, who had been so 
nf i» r y affected by the orders issued in the Government’s review 
0‘ India m 1920,
to s* rf°P^ ’ ^ r‘ Chamberlain said : I have seen the letter referred 

• o ar no additional facts are brought to light. Ilis Majesty’s 
rfir<V0fnm^ i a^ ?r care û* consideration of the Hunter Committee’s 

Por and the views of the Government of India found it necessary 
o express disapproval of certain officers’ errors of judgment, which 
n most, though not in all, cases had taken the form of undue 

severity. In some cases officers who did very good work in a 
position of great difficulty bad to be censured for particular actions 
which were ill-advised. His Majesty’s Government is unable to 
to open the enquiry in the case of these officers. It is unfortunately 
true that, in spite of all that has boan done to promote better 
foeling, a residuum of bitterness remains in the Punjab, which results 
m manifestations of social and personal enmity against those who 
took part or aided in restoring order in 1919. Indians, whether 
Government servants or not, are more exposed to suffer from such

H  W T '  INTERPELLATIONS 5fc£(W



[ f t i N b i A  i n  p a r l i a m e n t  (h.
|l (maMestkiiona than British, and it is impossible for any G o v e i^ o n l  
\ ^ a ^ ^ w e /0 ly  neutralise the effects. _ k 7  JL J

'' .,&ir C. Yate then expressed the wish that the Viceroy should
he communicated with and asked to put a stop to these officers 
being held up to opprobrium as having been censured  ̂ for acts in 
connection with the Punjab rebelion, but Mr. Chamberlain said tha 
he know that the Viceroy regarded the protection of these ofhceis 
as a paramount duty.

Surplus Army Officers

On the same day, Sir Arthur Holbrook asked ' ^ ^ “ ^ t i n g  that 
Govt, had circularised all the officers of the Indian J0’ff6rirlg those 
two-thirds of the total establishment are B“ r ;o n ’they resigned their 
who are surplus a sum of money on ° ° °  ^ a t  jf this were eo, what 
commissions. Sir Arthur Ho roo c angur0 that the officers could fit 
compensation would be sufficient to
themselves for civilian nPP°int“ entBw not informed regarding tho 

Lord Winterton saidtb.at he ^  ^  ^
circular, but he was s m e ^  Componsation would be given on the
figure so wide o , ' ffioerB in the British service except that

W  and pensions are h,8h„r in the
Indian service.

Treatment of Political Prisoners

With regard to an enquiry by Colonel Wodgwood aa to tho 
differing practices that prevail in various Indian provinces in regard 
to preferential treatment of political prisoners, Lord Winterton 
pointed out that tho jails were under the control of tho provincial 
authorities. Neverthless, the Indian Government had not only 
urged upon the local Governments tho desirability of uniformity’ "
the treatment of political prisoners but had recommended that 1 
prisoners sentenced to rigorous imprisonment might not unreason
ably receive treatment and privileges different from ordiua* 
criminals.

HOUSE OF COMMONS— M AY 1922
The attention of Parliament was drawn to various Indian 

..{fairs in May last when the Joint Parliamentary Committee were 
busy in holding meetings (see p. 208xxi), under Lord Islington o 
discuss Indian question. The Lancashire members of Parliament 
kept on a strenuous agitation for securing a modification oi the 
Indian fiscal policy in their favour and a resolution was proposed 
to be moved iu tho House on May 10th to secure their end. The
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' * Personnel >u the India office had given them a j

tho Montagu policy, like the Servicemen. On May 9th 
kn Sar ®a Yate, in his zeal to maintain law and order, wanted to 
V1- °7  ,w, at Powers were now left to the Government of India in 
of Q0 rt- 6 repea °f Die Press Act, in “ repressing tho dissemination 
whcf-t, * 1°f'i.S lna*'*;er alld the vilification of Government servants” ; 
etnnc Br po'vers were considered sufficient; and, if not, what
steps were to be taken in the matter ?
annzUr,6 ' ‘dcr-Secretary evidently thought it was best that his 
sens 1  find out th0 a» swar for himself. So he
said “  S-n^a ant '̂0'0Ile  ̂ a copy of the Act itself, “ which” , he 
it ivas V a?swer the first Part of his question.” He added that 
they did °Pt  • tba po'vors that remained would prove sufficient. If 
action 110 ’ ll: w°tdd oicourse be necessary to consider further

Wedgwood '•"h  *ur,;ber powers necessary,” interjected Colonel 
“ > when you are able to put your opponents into gaol” ?

report” X 8, . M a y  replying to Sir J. D. Reos regarding 
Govonim t- ,sagreement between the Home Government and the 
Wazirisf0" r  iInd'a in connBotio11 with the latter’s policy in 
a"reed Y  ft“ ar Winterton said that the two Governments were 
but ?■ .courso to bo followod in tho next few months 
to cnnt; IS0Usslon of details in tho execution of policy was likely 
some nu0 tor s.oms i'ip10- This discussion had been magnified in
which V 1 °-rj  lnto diiioronco of opinion on fundamental policy mcn' he said, was not true.

Racial Distinctions Committee
Yato^ lrndre8ifr? t0 ^ aoia' Distinctions Committee, Sir Charles 
donp tn . i r X  *̂ad been taken to secure that nothing was 
dure Codn ? p ^  5'Sbts of Europeans under the Criminal Proco- 
yet roported f ’ ’ interton replied that as the Committee had not 

i as tar as ho was aware tho quesion had not yet arisen.
Loyal and contented Police

eharnY ^ barl0s Yato, in view of the great increases in military 
civiK ifV,0BB!- lta.t6d by Sequent calls upon troops in India to aid the 
j authorities in maintaining law and order, asked what steps it 
for” 0 0̂861* k° secure a loyal, well-paid and contented polico
 ̂ 06 t01' ®ach provinoo sufficiently strong to meet the growing 
ertance of authority and to maintain law and order without conti- 

* a  ̂ ca.jing on tho troops? Earl Wiutertou ropliad that despite 
_«mporary difficulties he believed there was no material deficiency 
11 the polioe forces or any need for takiug special steps. Tbo uso

I



INDIA IN PARLIAMENT [h . ofjCSVs.
I o flflo p V w  assist the civil power had not greatly increasWJl® 

VeSiB^^raj^charges as the only military charges affectod thereby ,w£i|g j  
transport charges which were comparatively small.

Europeans in Indian Prisons.
Questions were asked by Colonel Wedgwood with a view to elicit^ 

ing information with regard to the white men imprisoned in 11 ' “  a 
trade union or political activities. The Colonel had in mm ^ 0I-
of Mr. Stokes, the American, and Mr. Miller, the P rĝ n'^-W estern 
the All-India Trades Union Congress and of thetue° name of the 
Railway Worker’s Union, He wanted t0 k " ° "  latter had been 
“ illegal organisation” for belonging to whic * 'pjje answer on 
sentenced to four months’ rigorous imprison®®.”  ^  ^  s6D0nCe not 
this point was to the effect that Miller re ^  bejng a m0mlDer q{ 
for belonging to an illegal organisation^ treatment q{ European 
an unlawful assembly As je g a r d  ^  ^  wer0 alwftys
prisoners id jail, the Under Secrets »  e ^  separate rules for 
contined in separate quarters, anu 
their treatment.

Lala Lajpat Rai.
In a further question Colonel Wedgwood suggested to the 

Under Secretary that he should obtain information as to why Lala 
Lajpat Rai and other political prisoners at Lahore declined to take 
advantage of the better treatment and food granted to and accept 
ed by political prisoners in other Indian Jails. Lord Winterton PU*J 
on a supercilious air in regard to this question, He said he did not 
consider that there was any public interest to be served by inquir
ing as to the reasons why a particular convict declined a concession-

The I. C. S. Haggling Again.
On 23rd May numerous questions wore again put on be ® 

of the I. C. S. men by the three knights, Sir Charles Yates,
J. D. Rees, and Sir W. Davison, all eager to increase the pens'01 
or otherwise to improve the terms upon which these unbapP 
officials are to bo allowed to quit thoir posts !

Sir Charles Yate said that theso men were being badly treated 
as compared with officials of the late British Government in Ireland • 
Lord Winterton pointed out that tbo circumstances were different. 
The Secretary of State, he said, was not prepared to revise le 
scales of pension offered which are in fact more libera an is 
justified according to a strict proportion of length of service.

On another point, Lord Winterton stated that the proportion 
of Indians in the Civil Service in 1921 was 13 per cent, and since
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W r J  MB‘ LLY0D GEORGE'S SPEECH 2 0 S ( /L fW
'  V /  . Difficulty in Getting Recruits ^ 3 ^  I
\ 110 al all that because of tho senso of disturbance

^rlisquietitudo which recent events have created in India, a 
difficulty has boon experienced in obtaining recruits for the Indian 
Givtl Service. 1 do not think there is much in the difficulty as 
regards medical men or at least it is a different kind o.f difficulty.

to difficulty in regard to the medical men, a difficulty which is 
experienced even hero, and you certainly cannot get them in the 

° otiies, is duo to war. When the war came .young men were 
f i.t to into the Army just at time when they should havo been 
uni ingoing training and the result is that there is a great, gap which 
it "ill take some years to fill up. 1 am partly responsible in another 
wuy because tho Insurance Act has increased the demand for doctors, 
be W° at " as suPP°sed on the part oi the medical profession to have 
to<b' U Rreat conspiracy and was denounced as much, has turned out 
their ■ B8*r’<5 and encouragement to students to persevere in
„ . S,|1C1.!js', at|y fate there is a shortage hero. There is a short- 

o  ' V s ^ 0*0riies and naturally there is a shortage in India as well, 
thi 'i f f11 ^°U come to tfi0 British Civil Service and the Police in India 
d t 1 x°u ry there ia in a different category. That is undoubtedly 

uo o the fear that there is going to be a change to their detriment 
.me a change which will prejudicially affect their status. There arc 
sentences like that quoted by my honourable Friend, .Member for 

"  ickenham (Sir William Joyiison-Hicks) and 1 say at once that 1 am 
'at ler sorry that statement was made. It is a sentence which, 

,.JBn away from its context and read by parents, would have.the 
e act of ^discouraging them from sending their children to tho 
!' li)11 ^ivil Servico. 1 think it is discouraging that this sentenco 

8 0 . be uttered at a moment when a great difficulty is being
experienced in getting recruits.

Concessions to the Services
. hope when it is thoroughly realised that there is no idea of 

Vln ,UI£ UP f-fie British Civil Se rvice and that we consider it not 
art y as an integral part of the system but as essential to the very 

*,0 0 * 10 system and that in spirit wo will consider everything
ttia affects the conditions in the servioe. I hope it will bo an 
eucoiuagement to young men once more to turn thaw attention to 

ji® vel’y groat career which not merely redounds to their o\\ n 
glory but undoubtedly to the glory of their fatherland and make 
its name great throughout the nations, because that is tho record of 
the Indian Civil Service. All these questions 'we aro considering 
V0ry carefully. Questions which have been put !.y my two hoi.i r- 
ftWe friends— the questions of pay, no doubt— they hive been bit
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' • \ " f j  sudden increase in the cost of living attributable'to
\ V , ' T ' l i e r e  has been a reduction and that reduction is a .stWnwo^ 

v^gressSVe one. There is also the question of passages to Europe 
which as a whole have been during the last few years inflated. I 
think in the course of a year or two or throe there must be reduction 
upon these very high charges on people who have only got their 
pay to draw upon to keep themselves and their families. It will 
come about. But I will promise to go into that matter and as a matter 
of fact my noble Friends, the Secretary of State and the Under- 
Secretary are both considering that matter very carefully. It is 
right they should do so, because it is essential that young men 
should not be discouraged from entering the service, there is no 
doubt at all that the setting up of a legislature has forced us to 
consider good many other questions in reference to the Indian 
Governments. 1 marvel when 1 .consider ^le °i work which
is done not metely by Indian Civil Servants but by Indian 
Councillors.

They are practically the Cabinet Ministers of India with enor
mous responsibilities of every kind, they have no Uuder-Secre- 
tarieg and their numbers are very few. The number of British 
members is only four and they have no private Secretaries.

John Marriot : Are there no Cabinet Secretaries?
Premier : That is exactly the sort of Government my bon’ble

Friend would like. That shows how little he knows about India. 
If he had the advantage of having a discussion with one of the 
members of the Council he would realise what a need there was 
of a Cabinet Secretariat. It is absolutely impossible for them to 
discharge the duties they have now got in addition to the task 
which  ̂ they had before, lhey have to answer questions and to take 
part in the discussions. The Indian representatives are showing 
considerable activity following the example of members in other 
parts of the Empire, and giving as much trouble as they can which 
is quite right. That precedent is followed in India with the remit 
that it is quite impossible for the very few ministers that are there 
who practically arc Cabinet Ministers to discharge their functions
without gome assistance. Now that is one of the questions which
we have to consider. The difficulties in India are increasing. They 
are Hiund to increaso with the spread of education, with the greater 
Knowledge in India of what is going on outside, with tho influence 

0011168 lrom great movements from every other part of the 
world surging on the frontiers of India and sending a thrill of 
( . quie itu e throughout tbo whole of tho country. That has COUiq 
and to a certain extent, it will continue to come, *
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Debate on the Punjab Fragely

HOUSE OF LORDS—U T R  MAY 1922

In the House of Lords on May 24th. 1922 Lord Sydenham 
r? ted up the old controversy on the Punjab horrors of 1919 
,n orc*er to secure ‘justice’ to two of the censured Punjab 
PU f TS ^e^ate that followed the Ex-Viceroy Lord
Chelmsford, the author of Martial Law in the Punjab, made 
a ‘engthy statement which is reproduced below.

Lord Pydenham asked the Secretary of State for India.—
1. Whether the Military and civil officers in charge at Kasur 

at the timo of the Punjab rebellion— Lieutenant-Colonel MacKae, 
i. A., and Mr. Marsdon, I. C. S.,— were censured for “ improper 
am injudicious” conduct by direction of the late Secretary of State,
)y which their careers have been seriously prejudiced. 2. Whether 
then alleged offence was to order three atrokos of the cane to three 
boys from each of two large schools, the pupils of which had formod" 
part oi a violent mob that killed two British warrant officers, 
wounded several British ofiicers and men, attacked an English lady 
v-ith her children, and burned tho railway station, law courts, and 
post office. 3. Whether, beyond being examined as witnesses by the 
footer Committee, these officers were ever allowed to offer any 

defence of their action, 4. And whether, as no condemnation of 
that action was forthcoming in the Eeport of the Hunter Committee, 
while the minority Report recorded the incident inaccurately, the 
grave injustice accorded to these officers will not be redressed.

Viscount Chelmsford spoke as follows : My Lords, those
personal issues are always difficult to deal with across the floor 
o le louse, tour Lordships will naturally and inevitably have 
sympathy with officers whose actions, done in perfact good faith, 
nave had to be reprobated by the supreme Government. But 
while lou r  Lordships have sympathy with those officers, I am 
sure I can count upon your having consideration for the position of 
those who are iu authority and to deal with the case. In the fust 
place, we had a disagreeable, a distastofnl, and a difficult duty to 
discharge. It was impossible for us to refuso to express an opinion 
on matters which were disclosed iu a public document which bad 
been drawn up at our request— I refer to the Hunter Committee’s 
Eeport— and I hope to be able to show Your Lordships that it

130')



(i ( tjffljld ) fie difficult to contend that the Government of Indl^jorSd 
f° *ny other than the decision they came to. I f  1. J

.... I want now, to conn: to the questions seriatim which the noble 
i/ord has addressed to my noble friend, the Secretary of State for 
India. I will deal with the first one. 1 take full and undivided 
responsibility for the action in this case. Tho late Secretary of 
State for India gave no directions whatever to the Government 
of India with regard to what we were to do as a result of the 
Hunter Committoe’s Report ; and I strongly suspect that the late 
Secretary of State for India was unaware of what decision we had 
como to until we ourselves had informed him from India. I think 
that disposes of the question which Lord Sydenham has asked, as 
to whether those officers wore censured by direction of the late 
Secretary of State to tho serious prejudice of their careers.

An Insinuating Question
I come to the second question, and, if your i j0rdships will look 

at it, I think you will realise that it has been couched in terms of 
prejudice. What 1 moan by terms oi prejudice is this. It has been 
put in such a way as to make it appear as though after these very 
serious outrages at Kasur this slight punishment was the only' 
action taken for the punishment of those who were guilty of those 
outrages. May I tell your Lordships straightway, as regards tho 
outrages at Kasur— I speak without the book, because I have not 
got tho exact detads— that to the best of my recollection there 
were six or more men exeentod in respect of the murder and 
murderous assaults. (Viscount Peel :— I will give the figures )

That will relieve me greatly. There were many imprisoned and, 
as a matter of fact, some boys who were found guilty of taking part 
in those outrages were arrested and were sentenced. To continue the 
story with regard to this particular school, there were difficulties in 
this school, anr, the headmaster said that he was not able to manage 
the school. Then it was suggested by the Deputy Commissioner, Mr. 
Marsden I think, to Colonel Mac. Rae, who was in charge of Marial 
Law in that district, that certain boys should be picked out for 
punishment. 1 he evidence of Colonel MacRae, was as follows:—

ib en 011 the 18th some schoolboys were flogged, and 
you gave directions that the biggest six boys were to be selectod 
tor tha^purpose 1 A — I said, ‘Generally speaking, take tho six 
biggest. lho misfortune was that they happened to be big.

... was irrespective of whether thev were innocent or
guilty ; because they were big they had to suffer? A.— Yes.

~~^v° ^°U ^ at >s a reasonable thing to do 1 
,,A ' , es> I think so, under certain conditions.

'' • Wrts ft mere accident that- a boy being big should jnyjtp

SYDENHAM ON PUNJAB ‘HEROES' [h. ofuknS



l o u d  c b r l m s f o p d  e x p l a i n s

I". UnilBtiseffipuiiiahmetit 1 A .— It was bis misfortune. Q.— His mp^rl 
tune "'as that he was big 1 A.—Yes.  ̂ ^

^Slc^SYfien we had this case beforo us on the Commission’s Report 
wo took no exception as a Government to tho fact that punishment 
" ’as inflicted, hut what we had to consider as a Government was 
whether we should, as a Government, say that vicarious punishment, 
arbitrary selection of certain boys irrespective of whether they were 
innocent or guilty, was a thing upon which we could express opinion, 
we informed tho officers that we thought their action was improper.

I notice that the noble Lord, Lord Sydenham, has quoted in 
his question tho words “  improper and injudicious.” I am not sure 
whether it was, 1 noticed that the Lord Privy Seal, in another placo 
referred to some of these actions as ill-advised. Whether they 
were improper, or injudicious, or ill-advised — 1 do not know what 
epithet you are to apply to vicarious punishment— l should like to 
say that no other penalty was imposed at all on these officers. W o 
ineroly told them, as a matter of course, that wo thought the action 
they had taken was improper. When you put yourselves in the 
Position of a superior authority, 1 doubt whether it can be seriously 
contended that the mothod of vicarious punishment can ever be 
right or wise, and if it is wrong I do not think that the epithets 
which have been applied to it were really misapplied.

Now, may I say a word on the third question of tho noblo Lord 
which really deals with the procodure which was adopted in the 
case 1 l must frankly state at tho outset that I am unable, of course, 
to trace this case from the very beginning ; I can only speak of my 
own knowledge when it appeared beforo me. But the ordinary 
procedure in a case like this would ho that all the reports and all 
the documents in the case would be examined in the Home Depart
ment. Thu head of the Home Department would then make a 
recommendation upon tho action that ho thought should he 
taken in tho case. Now 1 can say that 1 assume that was the 
case. As to whether those officers were seen or not in the Homo 
Department, I cannot tell Your Lordships of my own knowledge ;
I can only say that all tho reports—their reports probably—and 
documents in the case would have been examined in the Depart
ment. Then tho Home Member would make his recommendation, 
and that would come up to the Viceroy and the Viceroy would 
order— as 1 ordered then— that the recommendation with'all tho 
papers should be eir ;ulated to the different members of Government, 
then they would have an opportunity, each one of them, of 
expressing their opinion upon the case.

When that procedure had been completed wo should take the 
case in Council, I recollect very well that these cases were very



I ( cagffullyfoonsidered in full Council and at great length. Wmw^j 
\ . \ d m  th-/a decision, that decision was communicated to ,
X^^ovSfMrent in the case of Mr. Marsden, and to the CommancTsr-nl- 

SbttdSJp who would communicato the decision of the Government, 
in the case of LieutColonel Mac Eae, to that officer. Looking 
hack at some of the papers I have, 1 note that tho decisions in 
these cases were not made public until February 19,1921 last 
year. I am positive that we came to a decision in this case in tho 
previous year, and probably fairly early in tho autumn, for this reasbn, 
that I know they were adjudicated upon by Sir George Lowndes who 
was then my Law Member, and he loft on December 31.

As soon as tho decisions in the cases wore communicated to 
the officers in question it was open to them at once, long before 
any publication was made, to appeal to tho Government. Ihey 
could have appealed either to tho Governor-General in Council, 
in which caso wo should certainly have heaid them ; and if they 
had appealed to the Governor-General in Council and had not 
received satisfaction, they would have had their personal appeal 
to me. As regards the first course, though I cannot charge my 
memory with it, 1 am not aware that they even appealed to the 
Governor-General in Council. I cannot charge my memory with 
that at all, but I am absolutely positive that they made no personal 
appeal to me. And I can say for myself that during my five 
years of office as Viceroy 1 never refused a single application, on 
the part of any officer who thought he was aggrieved in any matter; 
for a personal interview with mo, and 1 should have been only too 
delighted nad these officers asked to see me personally.

Ibose personal interviews are not always pleasant; in fact 
very often they are the reverse of pleasant ; but I always felt that 
whether one was able to give a decision which pleased tho officor or 
displeased him, he always has a certain amount of satisfaction in 
having been able to get to the head of the Government of India and 
have a personal talk over his grievance. Therefore, I can say with 
regard to my own personal action that I am positive that no appeal 
was ever made to have an interview with me personally. Tho truth 
is that in this case there is really no dispute as to the facts. It, is 
not the punishment that was objected to but tho method of that 
punishment and I have never heard it disputed that this particular 
method was adopted ; so that the facts are not in dispute.

Importance of the Minority Report
Now let mo come to tho last question asked by the noble Lord. 

It is in the«e terms:
And whether, as no condemnation of that action was forth

com ing in the .Report of the H u n ter C om m ittee, while the Minorit

ON THE PUNJAB 'UEROEb'  [h . oyOJf.DS
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1*1 jfjtgort Recorded the incident inaccurately, tho grave injustice 

- "^®5r4eu to these officers will now be redressed.” h y  A. J
1 -b'. '; 11: is perfectly true that there was no specific mention of this

case by the Majority Report of the Hunter Committee. It was 
mentioned only in the Minority Report. But is it seriously 
contended that when a Government has instructed a Committee or 
a Commission to report to it, it is to look solely at the majority 
Report and to pay no attention to the minority Report 1 1 think
the noble Lord who has asked this question is not always in the 
majority in tuS opinions in this House, and I am sure he would he 
tho last to protost if his views in tho minority were not givon the 
weight which attaches to them, by the the Government of tho day, 
to which his remarks had been addressed.

Apart from that, I would like to say that it is true that the 
majority did not mention this specific case, but they did make some 
very trenchant remarks on flogging generally in tho Punjab. May 
I read their findings on that subject to your Lordships I

The improssion made upon our minds by the evidence is that 
there wero too many sentences of flogging pronounced. From an 
examination of tho cases of flogging inflicted for breaches of Martial 
Raw orders it appoars that tho punishment of whipping was regard
ed as probably the most efficacious and convenient method of 
summarily dealing with most minor breaches of the Martial Law 
regulations.”

Then they proceed to. give instances, and conclude :—
In view of tho strong feoling in India against corporal punish

ment, we think id would he advisable that some restriction should 
be imposed on the discretion of area officers in giving sentonces of 
whipping.”

ho that thoy did express their view strongly on the general 
policy of whipping which had been resorted to.

What are the inaccuracies of which tho noble Lord complains 
!” *” 6 Minority Report? l n the Minority Report it is said that six
mys wore sentenced to six strokes each. As a matter of fact, what 
appened was that throe hoys wero sentenced to six strokes and 

three boys were sentenced to three strokes. That is the inaccuracy 
on v hicb, I presume, the noble Lord lays some stress. I will not 
trouble Your Lordships any further with regard to this case. Tho 
noble Lord has asked that justice should he done, and 1 do not for 
one moment suggest that if an injustice has been done it should not, 
be remedied and remediod at once, and if my noble friend the 
Secretary of State for India thinks that an injustice has been done,
I shall be only too pleased for him to direct that it shall he rectified.
I appear at this table this afternoon not to mako a case against these
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Y*.W^fr4?)0overnment of India whon it wag face to face with this 
^particular Report of the Huntor Commission. 1 hope I have put it 
temperately and fairly. I certainly have no wish in any way to 
make the worse appear the better cause.

The Secretary of State for India (Viscount Peel): My Lords, 
it is seldom that we have in this House the advantage of hearing so 
full and clear a statement as that to which we have just listened, 
from a high official like an ex-Viceroy of India, who took so 
responsible a part in the events to which my noble friend, Lord 
Sydenham, has alluded. His reply really renders it unnecessary 
for me to bo so full as I otherwise might have been, in giving an 
account in answer to the facts of tho case. He has spoken not only 
with an authority but also with a knowledge with which I am 
unable to speak on this subject.

These questions refer to matters three years old in India, and 
to facts and details many of which are not within the knowledge of 
the India Office itself and could only be acquired after some research 
by the Indian Government itself. I think it is fair to the officor to 
say at the outset that I was ablo to see for a few minutes Mr. 
Marsden himself. It might have been thought that an aggrieved 
officer was anxious that his case should be brought beforo Your 
Lordship’s House, and I have his direct authority for saying, because 
I asked him, that he bad no part whatever in urging that this matter 
should bo brought beforo your Lordship’s House. I think it fair to 
say, injustice to him, that the svholo responsibility as to whether 
this action is considered wise or unwise by your Lordships will re9t 
on the noble Lord who has introduced the subject here.

I think the best thing that I can do is to answer carefully and 
catogorically the specific points raised in the questions by the 
noble Lord. First, as to the censure “ for 'improper, injudicious’ 
conduct by direction of the late Secretary of State by which their 
careers han boen seriously prejudiced,’ 1 ought to give tho House 
tho actual words of censure which were passed upon these officers. 
There is, first of all, Mr. Marsden —

The Government of India have asked the Local Government 
to inform this officer that his action was improper, and that the 
Government of India disapprove of it.”

The same Words wore used to Colonel Mac Rae through His 
Excellency tho Commauder-in-Chief. The inference drawn by the 
noble Lord in his Question is : “ by which their careers have been 
seriously prejudiced.” I should like to give the most emphatic 
denial to that statement. The noble Lord himself is tho Eole author



VISCOUNT PEEL EXPLAINS
(* ( oj2ill0 doltrine that the careers of these officers have been “ seVg^ll'

" - C<̂ ”  by this action. I shoulrl like to say emphaticalljLiJilLi
*10'' Sf)'  ̂ bhin 1c it rathor unfortunate that a statomeut of that 

ktntrshould have appeared on the Paper, becauso it might suggest 
to those who know the authority with which the noble-Lord speaks on 
Jhis subject that thero was something in this statement. I should 
dte, therefore, to give your Lordships, an official statement that 

was communicated to Mr. Marsden from the Government of India in 
which, among other statements, these words wore used.—

the Government of India are quite prepared to concede that 
the work done by Mr. Marsden at Kasur during the disturbances 
and their sequel, taken a3 whole, was praiseworthy, and entitled to 
s mre in the general encomium passed on the work of civil officers 
in a paragraph of their Despatch.”

Your Lordships will see that though it would appear by this ques- 
ion t at. all that happened to this officer for his action in this distur- 
arico was that he was oensured, the real fact is that tho Government 

o ni ia exercised great discrimination and gave him a full and wide 
approra for much of the action that he took in these difficult circums- 
ances Moreover, the final words of tho statements are :—

ant to request that Mr. Marsden may bo informed of the 
aiovs of tho Government of India, and assured that in so far as his 
future career in India is concerned, bis general record will bo taken 
into account, and not this particular incident alone.”

I think I am quite justified in saying that it is very hard indeed 
of the noble Lord to suggest, after tho statements and communi
cations that have bson made to this officer, that his career is seri
ously prejudiced.

lho next point is as to the alleged offence. Two points made 
0/ my noble friend, Lord Chelmsford, render it unnecessary for mj 

to say anything. I he first is an alleged inaccuracy in the 
Minority Report which has been, according to my information, 
quite accurately stated by the noble Viscount, Lord Chelmsford.

may say that exactly the same criticism as was made by him 
sugges .ed itself to my mind. I am sure the inference to be drawn 
was not intended by the noble Lord, but anybody who was 
ignorant of the situation would draw tho inference that those 
very grievous actions had been taken by this mob and that practi
cally the only punishment accorded was six strokes with the cane to 
these different boys. Though not intended, that certainly was the 
impression that came into my mind. I do not want to give tho 
figures, but l think it is important to assure your Lordships that, 
on the contrary, very grave action and very severe punishment 
indeod was meted put to the authora of theso particular outrages,
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U X l ^ a o i - A i o  fewer than twenty-six porsons were sentenced to ĉlgjffi j 

'  and seventeen to transportation for life and eloven of these persons 
'were -actually hanged for their share in these operations !

Again, there is I understand, evidence that the boys in these 
schools joind with this mob ; yet, I should like to correct another 
inference tuat might be drawn from the particular form in which 
this question is asked. My information is that the punishment 
awarded to these boys had no connection with outrages committed 
by boys or by the school, in conjunction with these mobs, but, as 
the noble Viscount has related— and I think the noble Lord told 
us— the place was put under Martial Law, and the request was made 
by tlie headmaster to deal with his school because the boys were 
out of hand. These two subjects ought, therefore, to be discon
nected in the minds of your Lordships in considering this point.

As to the question about being examined as witnesses, it has 
been stated that action was taken on the Minority Report of the 
Hunter Committee. That was not so. These officers had an 
opportunity and did give oral evidence before the Committee, as 
woll as making written statements. But the actual points of pro
cedure are of less importance because there is no dispute as to the 
action taken, and any sort of inquiry could only elicit again precisely 
the same facte as were elicited by this Inquiry. There'is an admis
sion by both sides that the facts are proved.

The last question of the noble Lord is whether ‘ 'tho grave 
injustice accorded to these officers will now be redressed.” The 
noble Viscount Chelmsford has clearly stated what particular issue 
is involved in these cases. I have stated tho position of these 
officers, and how their action was regarded by tho Government of 
India, but I am certain what course I am asked to adopt by Lord 
Sydenham. Really, there is only one course he would wish mo to 
take, and that is for the Secretary of State, in spite of the facts and 
in spite of the question of vicarious punishment, to announce, throe 
years after these events, that he disapproves of the action of tho 
Government of India, and that the action of these officers were 
proper and judicious. That is a statement which, I think, your 
Lordships will hardly expect me to make.

Reference has been made to a communication made this 
morning to the Government of India by an official. I do not know 
whether thero are any new facts, but my intention is to find out by 
inquiry from India what steps have been taken. On tho facts stated 
1 think it would be impossible for anyone, anxious as they may be 
to do justice to officers in India, to roverse the decision of the 
Government of India arrived at throe years ago when thoy were ip 
lull possession 0f a]j tbo facts.
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LONDON—20TH JUNE TO 5TH A UQUST 1921

Tho Imperial Conference of 1921, on offshoot of the War Cabinet 
ci tho previous years, was the last great meeting of the Premiers of 
the (Jnited Kingdom and the British Dominions met to discuss inter
imperial questions affecting the welfare and homogenity of the whole 
British Commonwealth. In the 1917 War Conference it was solemnly 
given out that the British Commonwealth should consist of autono
mous states, and after the war the new conditions made most of the 
Dominions too restive to remain under the thumb of the Mother 
country. It was to solve this quostion that the Imperial paraver was 
assembled. Mr. Sastri and the Maharao of Kutch were the Indian re
presentatives. Too much was mado of India’s representation at the 
time but the true significance of the Conference, as a Times cor
respondent said, lay in the fact that “ it will attempt, for the first 
time in history, to frame a foreign policy for tho Commonwealth, 
and to decide how and to what extont the United Kingdom and the 
Dominions will share tho burden of Imperial Defence.’ ’

l'he Conference waB opened by the Premier, Mr. Lloyd George, 
on June 20th at Downing Street and lasted till the 5th August. 
Hie proceedings were held in camera ; the press was excluded and 
only official reports were issued from time to time. In his opening 
speech the Premior, in referring to India, said :—

India s achievements wore also very great, Her soldiers lie 
with ours in all the theatres of war, and no Britisher can ever forget 
*he gallantry and promptitude with which she sprang forward to the 
King Lmperor s service when war was declared. That is no small 
tribute both to India and to the Empire, of which India is a part, 
iho causes oi the war were unknown to India ; its theatre in 
-.mope was remote. Yet India stood by her allegiance heart and 

so,i , from the first call to arms, and some of her soldiers are still 
serving far from their homes and families in the common cause. 
India s loyalty in that great crisis is eloquent to me of the Empire’s 
success in bringing the civilizations of East and West, in reconciling 
wide differences of history, of tradition and of race, and in bringing 
the spirit and the genius of a great Asiatic people into willing 
co-operation with our own. Important changes have been effected in 
India this year and India is making rapid strides towards the con
trol of her own affairs. She bad also piovtd her right to a new 
status in our councils ; that status she gained during the War and 
she has maintained it during the Peace, and 1 welcome the icpresen-
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shall, I feel sure, gain much by the fact that her sentiments ana her 
interests will he interpreted to us here by her own representatives.

“ The British Empire is a saving factor in a very distracted 
world. It is the most hopeful experiment in human organization 
which the world has yet seen. It is not so much that it combines 
men of many races, tongues, traditions and creeds in one system of 
government. Other Empires have done that, but the British Empire 
differs from all in one essential respect. It is based not on force 
but on good will and a common understanding. Liberty is its 
binding principle. Where that principle has not hitherto been 
applied it is gradually being introduced into the structure............

'It is that willing and free association of many nations and 
peoples which this Conference represents. Think of what we stand 
for in this room to day. First of all the long political development 
of the British Isles, with all its splendours and its pains, the 
crucible from which the frame-work of the whole great structure has 
emerged. Canada, British and French ; South Africa, British and 
Dutch— both now great Dominions whose unity is due to the free and 
willing combination of two proud races in a single nationhood ; 
Australia and New Zealand, British civilizations both, but planted 
and developed with a gonius of their own by the sheer enterprise and 
gift of their peoples in the farthest antipodes ; India, a mighty 
civilization, whose rulers were known and respected throughout 
the Western world before the first English post was planted on 
Indian soil............

“ Side by side with these lie the wonderful varied colonies and 
protectorates in their different stages of development, which tho 
Secretary of State for the Colonies is here to represent. In all tho 
marvellous achievement of our peoples which this gathering reflects,
I am most deeply impressed by the blending of East and West— 
India with her far-descended cultjre and her intensely varied types, 
so difierent from ours, present in this rcom to concert a common 
policy with us in the world's affairs, and to harmonize, as we hope, 
still more completely her civilization and ours. It is our duty here 
to present the ideals of this great association of peoples in willing 
loyalty to one Sovereign, to take counsel together with the progress 
and welfare of all, and to keep our strength, both moral and material, 
a united power for justice, liberty, and peace.”

Next day, June 21, speeches were made by the Dominion Pre
miers and the opening statement on behalf of India was made by 
Mr. Saetri in which he drew the attention of the conference for the 
first time to the status of Indians in the Empire.
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Mt>bastri at the Imperial Conference

LONDON, JUNK VIST. 19V1

Addressing the Imperial Conference Mr. Sastri said in his 
memorable speech on June 21st : —

Ilia Premier strikingly alluded to gonerous enthusiasms 
am "ohlo ideals for humanity which the war had kindled 
m cry whore. Mr. Sastri assured thorn that India was actuated 

y these enthusiasms and ideals in the same measure as other 
pints of the Empire. Indians realised that the British Empire 
.''Js the most fitting exponent of those enthusiasms and ideals and 
V W-tS l̂lĉ las peculiar good fortune to remain within the British 
■rapire and take part in the work for the realisation of these noble 

mC  al'^ PurPoees. The Princes, for whom his friend the 
a 'arao of Cutch would speak, and peoples of India, whom it wan 

privilege to represent, sent their hearty allegiance to the Central 
tinned, India had contributed to conduct the recent war and 

. *f Sl3llt; supplies of wheat making dangerous inroads on hor own 
scanty stocks. India had made munitions for soldiors to use on 
>a I i fields and had made money contributions out of her poverty.
» addition sh6 had sent 1, 274,000 men or over half of the total 
'erseusi forces employed in the war. Ha expressed India’ s gratitude 
cn ô  icmier s liandsomo acknowledgment of these contributions, 

f' n a\ tbut i'*10 ^Ittbarao and he considered it a privilege to sir at a 
of \' ere l'lsl01 y " ’as made, and personally, not being in tin- >, n  ice 
m ibl° 'eIl'rn-e,lt Ult̂  Il0ver having shared in the administration of 
aloi f '  T alr,?' bu coriS>'lored it his particular good fortune to it 
atid'^f1' " Statesmen who for generations had moulded the destinies 
Outeh l.S m'6'* * *ie fortunes of their kind. But the Maharao of 
W,IS j b  ' 10 C0l'ld not fail to remember that their position there 
e 7 ' l0 moa" s comparable wifh the position of their colleagues
j V . '  '3 orn'"ions. The latter had been called there by virtue 

o >uing nine Ministers, whereas the Indian representatives eanie 
>> nomination of their Government. Indian representatives rbnliscd 

that there was marked difference in their status although not in tlm 
privileges to which they bad been admitted at these meetings, but 
they hoped that next y.-.tr, or the year after, their successors would 
come by abettor right. The person who represented, in plnce of 
Cui-cli, over one-third of the British territory in India world 
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11 ! pdjtobl1̂  ibe chosen by the Chamber of Princes by election, tie  

replaced Mr. Sastri might likewise be elected b l f ljg i 
Central Legislature of India.

“ India had not yet acquired full Dominion status, but Indians rea
lised that they were planted firmly on the road to acquisition of it. 
The Government of India Act of 1919 formed a great land mark 
in the growth of the Indian constitution and there was nothing in 
India’s previous history with which it was comparable in impor
tance or magnitude. The Chamber of Princes which was going to 
play a great part in the evolution of India did not form an integral 
part within the law of the Indian constitution. The constitution 
proper of British India which was inaugurated by the Duke of 
Connaught recently showed a sense of responsibility and loyalty to 
the Empire second to none of the Parliaments of the Empire, and 
tho New Council of India had worked better than had been 
expected under the wise and sleepless watch of Mr. Montagu. 
The political reforms just started in India were doing great work 
in placing 1 ndia alongside other parts of the British Empire. Ho 
must say they had their troubles. Non co-operation had only to be 
mentioned to give an idea of the perils in which Indians had to 
live. He was happy to say that Lord Beading might bo trusted 
fully, as recent experience had proved, to deal with this great danger.

Mr. Sastri then proceeded to allude to two topics of high 
domestic importance ; the first was ono in which the deepest 
feelings of his Mahomedan fellow-countrymen wero engaged. Ho 
would not say much on that point as all tho issues wero at present 
fully vivid in their minds. On the Maharao of Catch and himself 
who were Hindus there rested t.ho very peculiar duty of voicing the 
feelings of their Moslem follow-subiects on this occasion.

He would only venture to remark that in the arrangement that 
might be mado for the future of tho Turkish Empire the statesmen 
of the United Kingdom must remember that they must show as 
much chivarly and tenderness as might be expected from a mighty 
victor. He had no manner of doubt that they would be actuated 
uv considerations which were always present to those who had 
inherited tho great traditions of British prowess and tho still 
greater traditions of British sportsmanship.

Anothor very important suhjoct he must mention was the 
status of Indians in tho Dominions. The Premier in noble words 
described British Empire as confederation of races into which willing 
and freo peoples had been admitted. Willing and froe consent was 
incongrous with inequality of races ; and freedom implied, as of 
necessity, the admission of all peoples to the rights of cizenship 
without reservation. In impressive and far-seeing words General
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' • V j i ^ tsylf d̂ alluded to ever-lasting peace. Peace meant stable»5Sji, I  
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\i55qtjatiTj’ and recognition of equality of status. To embody these 
ideals was a deduction of ideals now in actual practice, and the 
Indian Delegation was going to submit, for consideration of the 
Cabinet, resolution the terms of which he understood had already 
been communicated to them. That resolution would bo regarded 
jn India as the tost by which the whole position must be 
jud ;ed. He would not say more than that. If was supre
mely important that the subject should be considered and dis
posed of satisfactorily at that meeting and it was of urgent 
and pressing importance that the Indian delegates should be 
enabled to carry back a message of hope and good cheer. There 
was no conviction more strongly held in their minds than that 
of full enjoyment of citizenship in British Empire applied not 
only to the United Kingdom but to every self-governing Dominion 
in it. Indians had already agreed to a subtraction from the 
^ntegrity of their rights by the compromise of 1918 to which Lord 
Sinha was a party that each Dominion and self governing part of 
the Empire should be free to regulate the composition ot its popu
lation by suitable immigration laws. There was no intention 
whatever to go back on that compromise but they pleaded on 
behalf of those fully domiciled in self governing Dominions accor
ding to laws undor which those Dominions were governed. To 
thoso peoples there was no reason whatever to deny full rights of 
citizenship. They pleaded for them and where they were lawfully 
mottled they must be admitted into general body of citizenship 
without deduction from rights that other British subjects enjoyed, 
t was his unfortunate part to draw prominent attention to what 
ndians considered the great defect of the present arrangements, 
t might seem 0f comparatively trilling importauco to other issues 
ej la-d !:o consider. Ho only asked that there should bo no 

■)1®’^rings and mutual recrimination. They had great took:. 
th t ■ 11 things be got out of the way. He ouly wished

a a their common energies should be bent towards realising 
tore and more within the Empire and extending further and 

turt or outside the Empire the generous ideals of progress to 
which Mr. Lloyd George had given such inspiring expression on 
June 20th,
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Ny^Soyemment of India MemorandiSsM 
On India in the Dominions

The Indian Representatives submitted to the Imperial Con
ference the following memorandum of the Government o f  
India setting forth their views on the position of Indians in the 
Dominions.

Tho results of tho Imperial War Conference of 1918 were 
embodied in tho so called Reciprocity Resolution wbicb provided 
as follows : (See 1. A. It. 1919).—

(1) That each community of the British Commonwealth should enjoy 
complete control of the composition of its own population by means of restric
tion on immigration from any of the other communities, (2) that facilities 
should be given for visits and temporary residents except for labor purposes, 
(3) that Indians already domiciled in the other British countries should be 
allowed to bring in their wives ami minor children provided that not more 
than one wife and her children should be admitted for each Indian. (4) that 
the removal of the. disabilities to which Indians already residing in other parts of 
the Umpire were subjected should be given early consideration.

From tho Indian point of view the fourth provision was the 
most important. India was willing to admit into India any citizen 
of tho British Commonwealth. She did not desire to exorcise tier 
reciprocal right of exclusion. India again imposed no disabilities 
on any citizen of the British Commonwealth. She hoped ‘ hat a 
r cinrocal obligation would bo recognised by the other communities. 
By waiving her claim to a free entry into the Dominions, India 
hoped to secure a fair treatment for Indians who were already 
domiciled there. For example, as regards South Africa such 
expectations were raised by General Smuts himself, when he said 
at the Conference of 1917:

I feel lure and 1 have always felt sure that, once the White community in
I Africa w,-\ rid of tho tear that they were going to be flooded by unlimited 

immigration from India, all the Other questions would be considered subsidiary 
and would become easily and perfectly soluble.

The readiness and good will shown by Canada and Australia 
in taki steps to cany out the reciprocity resolution under heads 
(1) and (3) are gratefully acknowledged. In Newzealand and 
■N . lorn band the Indians are subjected to no disabilities, it  is 
iv aei te'1 that Newzealand should recently have found it necessary 
to pi • Immigration Act which may be used to restrict further 
Indian immigration, but it is recognised that such restrictions are 
within the terms of the resolution of 1918 and in passing the Act 
Newzealand has shown a scrupulous anxiety to respect the
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I = 1 oj^totiMs imposed by tho resolution. The number of I^0 ffu| 
\*; --iiww«ly domiciled in Canada, Australia and Newzealand are

small. The heading (-1) of the reciprocity resolution 
bad reference mainly to the disabilities suffered by the Indians 
domiciled in South Africa. In South Africa no steps have been 
Dalton to remove it in any way or to alleviate the disabilities which 
were enumerated in the memorandum presented to India at the 
Uoiiference of 1918. On the contrary the old Transvaal Law of 
1885. the repeal of which was then pressed, has been re-enacted 
by the Union Parliament in a more stringent form so as to provent 
*be indirect ownership of fixed property by tho Indians. Tho 
difficulties of tho Union Government are recognised, but it has 
created a painful impression in India that this provision in the Bill, 
which was passed as Act 37 of 1919, should have been originally 
due to the initiative of the Minister of the Interior who moved 
that tho alleged evasion of law III of 1S85 should be included in 
the enquiry of the Select Committee which was appointed in March 
1'dlP. It has beon found difficult to reconcile this action with the 
ussuranco given by the representative of South Africa at tho 1918 
Conference that tho repeal of law III of 1885 would be sympatheti- 
c,‘1|y considered by the Union Governmjnt. The anti-Indian 
agitation in South Africa which had subsided during tho War has 
to the past two years been revived and sedulously organised by an 
Association known as the .‘South African League. The avowed 
object of this agitation is to repress the Indian settler by every 
Possible means, to restrict his trading, to provent him from acquir- 
l!)g fixed property, to segregate him and, if possible, to drive him out
0 the country. The Commission appointed last year by the Union 
’ orernment, which has recently reported, has found that the so-callod

Asiatic menace has boon greatly exaggerated. Notwithstanding 
us the Commission .has not recommended any relaxation of the 

°xisting restrictive laws and by a majority has recommended that 
' lew restrictions should be imposed on the acquisition of land 
s?- , 1 '*ans Li Natal. Now the Government of India desire 

°.ngly to impress upon tho Imperial Cabinet how unfortunately an 
n.i l" ndian policy in any part of tho Empire reacts in India itself.

0 ,lational consciousness of India has boon quickened by the part 
6 u i‘ ayed in the war, of the Now India which has emerged as tho
1 esuit of the War and of the Peace Conference, by her position as 
an original member of the League of Nations, and by tho advance 
xv hich she has mado in the past few months towards completo Solf- 
Lovor.iment. It is a bitter reflection that the British Indians can 
oo subjected within the British Empire to disabilities from which 
they would be protected in a foreign country by treuty righ’ > or by
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1 I tfeSictivo intervention of His Majesty’s Government. For Sample, 

V < \ tP » ^ im )n  °f Indians in Portuguese East Africa is contrary t q lM it  j 
X^psitKp/in the adjoining province of the Union. The Indian cannot 

understand why the representatives of his Government should carry 
less weight with the Government of a dominion than with that of a 
foreign Power. It is the desire of India to remain a partner in the 
British Commonwealth of Nations, but her own self-respect demands 
that the partnership should be equal. She cannot be expected to 
acquiesce in a position of permanent Inferiority. The essential con
ditions of equal partnership are the admission of British Indians to 
the full rights of citizenship in whatever part of the Empire they ar0 
domiciled. It is believed that the only final solution of the contro
versy which has for so long embittered the relations between India 
and other parts of the Empire will bo found on these linos. I  bo 
communities of British Indians legally ’.domiciled in the Dominions 
would then be enabled to safeguard their own interests. But so 
long as auy such community is not assimilated into the political and 
economic body of its country of domicile and, therefore, has no certain 
means of securing the remedy of its grievances from the Government 
of that country there can bo no termination to this undesirable con
tention between the different partners in the same Commonwealth 
of Nations. On the other hand, in New Zealand and in tho Capa 
Province of the Union (where the Cecil Bhodes policy of equal rights 
for every civilised man still prevails), there is no Indian question m 
the sense in which it continually presents itself in countries w ore 
the Indians do not possess the full citizens’ ordinary means of re
presenting his views and interests. The Government of India have 
already admitted tho right of each Dominion to impose such restric
tions on immigration as may be necessary to secure the composition 
of its population on its own lines, but. they must claim for the 
Indians, alieady domiciled in any Dominion, the full rights of Britis i 
citizenship. This involves changes in the existing laws oi t ic  
Dominions which can only bo brought about with the consent of a 
majority of the electorates, a process which necessarily tabes time, 
but the longer the delay in consummating these changes tho more 
the solidarity of the Empiro is weakened, and tho Government o 
India, therefore, wish to emphasise this point of view and wou < 
submit the resolution appended to this memorandum as embodying 
the case of India for this session oi the Imperial Cabinet. u 
equal partnership must also be based on mutual respect imp yuig 
mutual understanding. It is believed that the present estrangement 
•s largely due to ignorance on both sides. It is an unfortunate fact 
that the Indian, with whom the other communities have chietly come 
ID contact, Las been the indentured laborer. A better understand-

' G°%\



' j S X '1^VÛ  w'ien’ as South Africa, the coolie is a syn onym ic !  , 
tfielndian. It js fajr to India to say that indentured emigration 

V^as^gMnany years beon abhorent to her. It is perhaps scarcely fair 
India that a country which deliberately imported cheap Indian 
°1'should protest that the Indian, by reason of his low standard 
,lvin£> is an economic menace. However that may be, indentured 

0ft^gration has now, by the efforts of India, been ondod. Mutual 
>n orcoprso betwoon the educated classes should bo encouraged. In 

ns and the following paragraphs certain definite suggestions are 
sol I°r the consideration of the Imperial Cabinet. Tfao ro-

ution of 1918 provided for admission on reciprocal foundations for 
isits or temporary residence, but it is urged that something more 

Is now rocluired than the more grant of facilities which in prac- 
■'cc may be neutralised by irksome delays and formalities. It should 
fo° flasy for an educated Indian to go to another part of the Empire 
^ a visit or temporary residence as it is for any other British 
s" ject. Further than this it is suggested that intercourse

0 ’voen India and othor parts of the Empire should be actively 
ncouraged. The freo admission of the Indian students to Univer-

lea in the Dominions was discussed at the last Conference and 
ic interest which Australia has taken in this question is gratefully 
c c now lodged. Other avenues of reapproachment may bo suggested. 

j , ls 'ibeved, for instance, that the interchange of Parliamentary 
MiNtatioiis, vfsits of Press Delegates, or Chambers of Commerce 
oulit lie productive of great good.

* » i l °  ’‘be right of each community to control the composition 
ki ' ,̂0' ! n Pfipnlation is fully recognised, it is hoped that with fuller 
,'h° V  f  bhe Dominions would not consider it incompatible with 
• 0 f' i 0l°Pment. of their own civilisations to remove all obstacles 
: * 10 way of l b0 ontry °f educated Indians, especially those belong-

° r ',11 *n0 e®SIOnal classes. In the event of a satisfactory solu- 
beins fnn i imP°r*:an'; question raised in this memorandum not 
consfdlreH , u m6l tlng of. the Imperial Cabinet, it might bo 
Drtlhi ■ t- q "  Jer subject might not bo further discussed at

, Inf  0 representatives of the Dominions chiefly 
^onccincf and of India. The Government of India have already 

m et  °u that the failure to solve this question on wise and 
a esmaniike lines may be attended with disastrous consequences 

^  , 9 solidarity of the Empire, and it is for this reason that they 
fia.ve the suggestion. They beliove that a meeting such as they
1 t\e suggested, held in India during the session of the Indian Legis- 
tttur®, might have most valuable results. Nothing but good could

result from a visit, to India, as the guests of India, of accredited 
representatives of the Dominions. It would enable the Indians in

i f - W f  0N ™ D 1A IN THE DOMINIONS I 0 T
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l (  pneral! and the members of the Legislature in particular \ 5 tc l  to ' 
v A  e the Dominions’ point. On the other hand, thetofiiLr-J

afforded to these representatives of watching the Indian 
' '̂'^Legislature at work and of a frank interchange of views with the 

members of that Legislature would, the Government of India are 
confident, go far towards removing the misunderstanding and mis
conceptions which have so largely contributed to the unfortunate 
position into which a vital problem has been allowed to drift. At 
the aamo time, it is hoped that the Governments of the Dominions 
will recognise a more definite obligation for the welfare of the 
Indians who are already domiciled there. It is suggested that the 
submerged Indians who desire to return to their own country should 
bo assisted with free passages. It would bo in the interests of every 
one to uplift those who remain and make them good citizens of the 
country of their adoption. A Bill was introduced at the last 
session of the Indian Legislature which would empower the Gov
ernor-General in Council with the consent of the Governments of 
the countries concerned to appoint agents in countries where Indian 
settlers are numerous. It was suggested by Lord Sinha at the 
Conference of 191,8 that the appointment of an agent of the Indian 
Government at Pretoria would be an advantage both to the Indians 
in South Africa and to the South African Government. It is hoped 
that tho Governments of the countries concerned will now be willing 
to leceive the agents of the Indian Government. Such agont3 
would exercise quasi-Consular functions, Their chief duties would' 
be to maintain friendly relations, to remove tho causes of frictions, 
which in many cases, it is believed, are due to misunderstanding, 
and to work in co-operation with the Government of the country 
for the general upliftment of the Indian community. Finally, tho 
Government of India suggest that tho Imperial Cabinet should 
recogniso the validity of the Indians’ claim in regard to tho grant 
of full rights of citizenship to the Indians domiciled in the Dominions 
by means of the following resolution :

The Suggested Resolution.
The Cabinet, while reaffirming the resolution of the Conference of 1918 

that each community of tile British Commonwealth should enjoy complete 
control of the eompoBitou of its own population by means of restriction on 
immigration from any of the other communities, recognises that there is an 
incongruity between the position of India as an equal Member of tbe British 
Kmpire and the existence of disabilities upon British Indians lawfully domiciled 
in - other parts of the Empire. Tbe Imperial Cabinet accordingly recom
mends, as a matter of the most urgent importance 111 the interests of the 
solidarity of tlie British Commonwealth, the adoption of a policy of removing 
any disabilities under which such Indians are placed and making'them good 
citizens of their country of domicile by merging in i ll:■ general b. dy of citizens 
in a lift I e ',’(T part of the Empire they may hr* lawfully uoirileilcd.
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\’A | | | |  /  • /  The Imperial Conference 1921
-«2W»3 memorandum was placed boforo a Committee appointed to 

deal with the question. On July 7rli the Conference took up the ques- 
|'on of status or Indians in the Dominions and other Indian affairs. 
Ihe Maharao of Cutch in opening the discussions dealt principally 
" ’ith tbo developments of Parliamentary Government from which 
•vere oxpected the happiest results as far as India was conceruod 
with regard to her aspirations towards full self-Government on the 
Dominions plan. Mr. Sastri referring to British Indians domiciled 
111 the Dominions frankly recognised the right of the Dominions to 
regulate admission or restriction of immigration from whatsoever 
source, provided that no invidious distinction was drawn between 
minigrants from India and from other parts of the Empire on 

grounds of race, colour or any reason tending to differentiate Indians 
rom other people of the Empire. Mr. Sastri further urged that 
ndians should bo permitted to settle in any British Dominion or 
olony and should bo accorded full rights of citizenship without 
■^motion between them and any other section of citizens there.

After discussion the quostion of Indians in the Dominions and 
 ̂0,1 ‘os Wfls referred to a Committee. This Committee was presidod 

over by Mr. Churchill and attended by most of the Dominion 
iemters. As a result of its deliberations the following reso

lution was eventually passed. Mr. Sastri was invited by tho 
Dominion Premiers to visit their Dominions with a view to intluenc- 
>ng and educating tho electorates in the Dominions so that they 
may be willing, in course of time, to give their assent to the enact
ment of laws establishing tho racial equality of Indians in their 
respective countries.

The Resolution on the Status of Indians.
This Conference has reaffirmed that each community of 

the British Commonwealth should enjoy complete control over 
the composition of its own population by restricting immigration 
tom any other communities, but recognises that there is incongruity 

between the position of India as an equal member of the Empire 
and the existence of disabilities upon British Indians lawfully 
domiciled in some other parts of the Empire, and this Conference, 
therefore, is of opinion that in the interost of the solidarity of the 
Commonwealth it i3 desirable that the rights ot such Indians to 
citizenship should be recognised.

The Refusal of South Africa

"The representatives of South Africa regret their inability to 
a°copt this resolution in view of exceptional circumstances of the

14(a)
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V a A ? / ,  ‘part of the Union. The representatives of India|f\fli le  J 

X^ppjSe^ating the acceptance of this resolution, nevertheless feel 
bouncf to record their profound concern at the positiou of the 
Indians in South Africa and hope that by negotiations between 
India and South Africa a way can be found as soon as may be 
to reach a more satisfactory position.”

The only dissentient to this resolution was Genl. Smuts, tho 
South African Premier, who said that public opinion in his country 
was so strong against the Indians that he could not accept the ro=o 
lution on behalf of his country though personally he was in °ym 
pathy with it.

Some of the other important topics, discussed in whiJi India 
was interested and the Indian delegates participate' were matters 
of inter-imperial concern, such as communications, 6 is nbution 
of naval squadrons, the contributions to be mar e y e different 
Dominions for the maintenance of the navy, ex enston of wireless 
communication throughout tho British Empire, and economic 
questions, such as Imperial Preference wit 1111 0 inspire and so on.
These matters have been kept confidential, and also some very 
interesting statements made in the course of the proceedings under 
the seal of secrecy by Lord Curzon regarding foreign relations of 
the Empire, and by Mr, Churchill concerning the position and status 
of Indians in the Colonies.
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India at the

League of Nations Assembly
(See also previous issues of the liegister)

Tho League of Nations Assembly has about fifty or fifty-one 
Members from all parts of the world, excepting of course the United 
, ates of America which has persistently refused to recognise the 
16ague and to ratify the Treaty of Versailles of which it is the 
creation. Liko her other Dominions, Great Britain has only one vote 
or her own i India is an original Member of the League and has, too, 

°no vote independently. In 1921, at the Geneva Assembly, Mr. 
?astn , the Maharao of Cutch and Sir William Meyer were the Indian 

0 egatos. Two important questions regarding the constitution of 
0 Assembly wore discussed. One was whether changes in the 

constitution could bo made by a majority vote or unanimity of the 
tsembly. Another question was how far each member of the 

J0ague was bound to give assistance to any other member of the 
oaguo whose existence and independence of territory were endangered 
y the action of anothor member of the League, or by any power 
lr>t telongiug to the Loaguo of Nations. The questions were however 

i ut off for the time being. Tho question of the expenses of ( be 
^oague and howto apportion its cost amongs the members was a 
Westiou upon which a great dispute arose which has net yet beon 
satisfactorily settled. India was heavily burdened, and the sugiv*- 
n °n *°r increasing per burden still more was curiously mn by 

out i Africa. tdr William Moyers able opposition to this view i , 
£'veo in the 1921 Register.

In 1922 SirSivaswami Iyer replaced Mr. Sastri as tho L, ; ,n 
delegate. The most important question discussed in the last 
Assembly was tho report on the Mandates. It will be remembered 
that the Treaty of Versailles gavo over the old enemy territories 
o too several Powers to be administered by then under the man- 

' ute of tho League of Nations ; hence these territories are known 
as the Mandated Territories. Great Britain, for instance, is a Man
datory of Palestine, Mesopotamia, Tanganaiyka etc. The -eport 
° f tli0 Mandatories came up before tho Assembly and Sir Sivaswami 
Iyer made an important speech which is given on p. 225.
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y V Jig j.j The Indian Report 1920 " ’ !
nSift ■ T~ke report of the delegates of India to the first Geneva 

session of the League of Nations, details of which were given 
in a previous issue of the REGISTER, was published in India 
in 1921. i he report is signed by Sir William Meyer, the 
Maharaja of Navanagar and Sir Ali Imam. The delegates in 
concluding the report says :—

"  Looking back on tbe work of the Assembly as a whole we 
think that as claimed for it by Mr. Balfour in the House of Commons 
it has been of much value. The Assembly was bound to disappoint 
the expectations of those impatient idealists who thought it would 
usher in a new era, and what it was able to do in respect of limita
tion of armaments fell short of more moderate expectations, 
Accouut has however to be taken of the atmosphere of mutual 
suspicion to which this question still gives rise, of the disturbed 
state of the world, and of the facts that the disarmament of Germany 
has not yet fully been accomplished and that Russia and the United 
States aro outside the League and are untrammelled by any decisions 
it may take with reference to its own members. But leaving this 
aside, the Assembly made very considerable progress in an unostenta
tious way towards fulfilling the expectations with which the League 
was called into existence, and what it accomplished paves the way 
for further and faster progress hereafter. It has to its special credit 
the final establishment of a permanent Court of International Justice 
at tho Hague, it has established important technical organisations 
to deal with communications and transit and health, and has endorsed 
generally the action taken by the Council to render more effective 
the decisions arrived at in the Brussels Financial Conference. It 
lias fixed its rules of procedure and defined the relations between 
itself and the Council in a way which will at any rate suffice at the 
outset. It has set on foot machinery for obtaining amendments to 
the Covenant where those may bo found necossary. It has taken 
measures to expedite the consideration of the adequate carrying out 
of the economic blockade contemplated by the Covenant in the 
ease of a covenant-breaking State, and it has put forward an opinion 
in regard to the limitation of expenditure on armaments to that 
accepted by the various Slates for the coming financial year which 
ainst at: any rate carry weight. It Ins emphasised the necessity for 
a1 international campaign against Typhus aDd cognate disoase in 
Lastern Europe and for the relief of children in war areas. It has 
arranged for international action under the League in respect of 
the oarrying out of the League Convention for the control of opium



I’  \ ll̂ 5»l.hiy harmful drugs and in respect of the “ White slave ”  
i\V ^5nM M i praiseworthy though somewhat hopeless attempt toM&R—̂  
I x^ Nt,h’^tte difficulties of Armenia and in admitting new members to 

1 ha League. It has, with the general assent of the Brititish Empire 
delegations, included two ex-enemies, Austria and Bulgaria. Lastly, 

has asserted the control of the Assembly in matters of League 
finance and it has taken measures, excellent in themselves, though 

I We, of the Indian delegation, do nob consider them fully adequate, for 
the establishment of economy and method in the expenditure of the 
league and for a revising of the present unsatisfactory system 
Under which the League expenses are distributed among the 
Member States.

“  One very significant fact which struck us was that, when the 
Assembly met, the delegates, for the most part strangers to one ano- 
’'her, wer) mutually suspicious and looked entirely to the interests of 
their own States. But before the Assembly concluded there was 
’■fie beginning of what may be called an Assembly consciousness, tho 
delegates realising that tboy had a duty to the world at large as well 
as to thoir own country. If, as will probably be the case, the majoiity 
°f the delegates to tho recent Assembly are also members of tho next, 
aod consequently meet with mutual knowledge, this tendency will 
rapidly develop. It will also bo stimulated by what is likely to bo a 
feature of tho future assertion by the Assembly as tho democratic 
elemont in the League of claims as against what may come to bo 
regarded as tho oligarchic pretensions of the Council. It is signi
ficant too that in electing representatives of secondary States to the 
Council the Assembly adopted the view that ono of the four should 
fie taken from outsido Europe and America, and in pursuance of this 
Policy selected China.

Part Played by India
“ As regards the part played by India in the Assembly, our effort 

to obtain a reconsideration of the Council decision declining to take 
early action on India’s appeal for immediate representation as a 
great industrial power on the governing body of the Labour Organi
sation met with failure, Committee No. 2 and tho Assembly holding, 
as they were justified in doing ori technical grounds, that the matter 
was not one in which they could interfere with the prerogatives of 
the Council. But we attracted universal attention to the danger 
which the present constitution of the governing body exemplifies of 
the undue predominance of Europe in bodies which deal with 
matters affecting the world at large, and we rendered it practically 
impossible that the constitution of the Labour Goveridng Body should 
he repeatod on their standing committees; in fact, it has been

\//>--- 'vVx
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11 I brpfeht) =to notice in dealing with those who obtained a I m i e
V yljWfcj/nconient that the members of the advisory committees/-OllA 

health and transit should be selected inter alia with reference to 
geographical considerations.

“ Our attitude and attainment in respect of questions of League 
finance where wo took a leading part have been summarised in Para 
114, and though, as there stated, we did not achieve all that we 
wished, we can claim that but for us the financial reforms which 
have been effected would have been of a far less important character. 
In dealing with the matter we were, as has been stated, efficiently 
supported by the Dominions, and our relations with the Dominions 
delegates throughout were of a very cordial nature. This fact may, 
it is hoped, bear fruit heroafter when questions arise as regards 
India’s relations with the Dominions in such matters as emigration. 
We were also on most cordial teims with the British delegation and 
were every now and then indebted to Mr. Balfour for kindly and 
useful advice. The absolute independence of India, as of the Domi
nions, in regard to her attitude and voting on questions coming 
before the Assembly and its committees, was fully recognised, but 
like the Dominions we felt that when our own interests were not 
directly or indirectly concerned we should endeavour to keep step 
with the Mother Country and there wero froquent informal meetings 
to this end between the various Empire delegations.

“ To conclude, we venture to think that the remark made in the 
“ Tiroes” review of the evonts of 1920 that at the Assembly of the 
League of Nations at Geneva the Indian delegation took such a share 
in the discussions as showed that India had become an influential 
participant in the Councils of the World was in accordance with 
actual facts, And wo have the satisfaction of foeling that we throe 
representatives of India worked together in the most cordial and 
harmonious way and that there was not the least difference of 
opinion between us on matters of any importance.”
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\v \ /  f  The Indian Report 1921
' iTKe report of the Indian delegates to the Second Session 

of the Assembly of the League of Nations in 1921, details of 
which were given in the last issue of the REGISTER, was 
Published in India in February 1922. It is signed by Sir William 
Meyer, the Maharao of Kutch, and the Right Hon. Srinivasa 
Sastri. It extends over eighty-nine printed foolscap pages. 
After an exhaustive review of the proceedings, the delegates 
give the following concluding summary :—

“ The Assembly met on Monday the 5th September and broke up 
on the evening of the 5th October. The work done this year was of 
a quito solid and useful nature, and the L»ague obtained a consider
able amount of prestige by a reference to its Council of the solution 
of the Upper Silesian question. Whether that prestige will be main
tained depends of course on the working out in practico of the 
Council’s apportionment scheme. The coping stone was laid by the 
election of tho Judges to the Tribunal of International Justice, and 
useful decisions were taken in regard to the technical organisations 
and with reference to the traffic in women and children, while the 
question of the reduction of armaments was discussed in a more 
Practical manner than in 1920, though it was felt that no great 
Progress could be made ponding the results of the Conference at 
Washington. The Assembly felt itself unable to follow up Dr. 
Nansen’s request for Government credits for the alleviation of the 
famine in Russia, but expressed full sympathy with his philanthropic 
crusade.

Indian Question
“ As regards the matters in which India was specially concerned, 

we obtained complete satisfaction in the matter of the Assembly’s 
re-draft of the Council’s resolution on the subject of opium. We 
made ourselves materially felt in the Committee and obtained somo 
reductions in the expenditure and the adoption of a resolution to 
paying greater attention to tho representation of Nationalities, our 
own included, in tho League Secretaries. We had also the satisfac
tion of seeing the adoption of the proposal that the Indian Delega
tion made last year, which was then rejected, for an outside com
mittee of control over the estimates and the account of tho Secre
tariats and the International Labour Bureau. As regards tho allo
cation of contributions, we have bad for the timo being (subject to 
ratification of our Government) to accept a provisional scheme in 
the substitution of postal union scale which burdens India moro 
than the latter did, but we have obtained, though not in such a
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. drg-^ttr.form as we should have wished, the principle t m ^ l j s  

XA^befflfeevis only provisional and that it ought to be replaceivJ^S*1-  ̂
(The definite scheme above referred to raises India’s per

centage of subscription from 4 point to 9 to 6 point.)
“ Our relations with the Dominion representatives, though very 

friendly, were not so close as last year as we were at variance over 
the allocation scheme. On the scheme which proposes to raise 
India’s contribution, the following passage occurs in the course o 
the report about the proceedings in the Committee which d c c j . ^  
by a majority the provisional scheme: “  in a speech sir 
Meyer pointed out the difference between idealism preac eo in m 
Assembly by the South African Delegates and the bard ma ena >sm 
of the present discussion in which South Africa, like ot. er  ̂ a ®p> 
had supported the scheme which should let them off most hgh y. 
Mr. Bruce (Australia) had endeavored to support the opinions ex
pressed in favor of a definite scheme by the proposition ot the 
greatest happiness of the greatest number that  ̂ a definite scheme 
would increase the assessments only of six countries, India included, 
whereas it would reduce the assessments of a great many more, if 
there was some injustice to India. Surely it was better (he had ob
served) that this should be suffered than that so many other States 
of less wealth should have to complain. Australia, now posing as a 
poor country, bad, Sir William Meyer rejoined, spent nearly 
£100,000 on a palatial offino in London for her High Commissioner, 
an expenditure which India, with her much larger revenue and also 
larger necessary expenditure, could not possibly afford. Australia 
had also indulged in the luxury of an expensive line of Commonwealth 
steamers which some of the best experts predicted would be run 
at a heavy loss. It was idle, therefore, to say that Australia was a 
poor country and India a rich one.”  It is further stated in the 
roport that under the provisional scheme India would, in 1922, budget 
for 1,380,000 gold francs against 1,022,000 which she contributed 
under the Postal Union scheme. In the concluding paragraph, the 
delegates add : As in the last, year, we received valuable assistance on 
occasions from the British delegation and were specially indebted to 
Mr. Balfour for his kindly advice and endeavor to reconcile differ
ences when theso arose in regard to the allocation schemo between 
ourselves and sf mo of the Dominions. As last year, again, the dele
gates of India all worked together in the most cordial and har
monious way.”
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Sir Sivaswami Iyer at the

League of Nations Assembly
Before tho Assembly of the League of Nations meeting in 

the course of the discussion on the Mandate reports relating to 
various territories, Sir Sivaswami Iyer attacked General Smuts in 
connection with the Union Government’s administration of German 
West Africa. Sir S ivaswami also accused General Smuts of making 
a speech with regard to South West Africa which could not be 
Quito reconciled with the position of mandated territories, because 
the South African Premier described thoso coming under the ‘C.’ 
class as annexed in all but name to the territories and in the ad
ministration of which the former was a part. Sir Sivaswami dis
agreed with this description,

The High Commissioner, Sir Edgar Walton, in reply, expressed 
bis astonishment, at Sir Sivaswami’s solicitude for South West 
Africa, because there was not a single Indian there. Construing 
General Smuts’ speech, Sir Edgar said that the ‘C’ Mandates as 
affecting German South-West Africa amounted to virtual annexation 
was perfectly correct because the people there were in the same 
Position as the Union people. Sir Edgar reminded Sir Sivaswami 
Aiyer that there was no colour bar in the Cape Province.

Lord Robert Cecil put up a vigorous defence of General Smuts. 
He said that it was fantastic to suggest that General Smuts, who 
first proposed the mandatory system, would be anxious to do any
thing hostile to that system.

The following is what Sir Sivaswami said —
I come forward to support the resolution which has been moved by Dr 

Nansen, and in doing so I wiBh to make a few brief observations ou matters of 
general interest to the Assembly, which have been suggested to me by a study 
of the report of the Mandatory Powers. I desire to associate myself with the 
tribute that has been paid to the members of Permanent Mandates Commission 
for the admirable solicitude which they have displayed for the welfare of the 
populations committed to the charge of the mandatory Powers, and for the 
scrupulous regard which they have shown for the letter and the spirit of Article 
22 of the Covenant. No question has escaped the watchful eye of the members 
of the Permanent Mandates Commission. It is satisfactory to learn from them 
that forced labour is wholly, or practically, unknown. It is interesting to hud 
that the Members of the Mandates Commission draw attention to the features 
attendant upon the system of indentured labour which had been introduced 
into some of these territories. They call attention to the social dangers which 
are inseparable from a system of indentured labor. Explanatit ns have ,,,n 
given by the representative of New Zealand, but I am not certain that they arc

IB
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( | (qullffreassfring. One reason why the wmoen in China are unwilling o iq o lie

f,^g> d  /is Maid to be that they demand the same conditions of worl^t^| l ' e
V M s f f i W -y  tt,e ™ n . That, I think, is a demand which is reasonable frnmifllhJ 

X^Jtd.wbiolh I think, we cannot complain of. It is also said that the three 
oarsTndenture under which the labourers are imported allows too short a period 

for the Chinese- labourer to learn the language or to associate with the natives 
of the country. I" am afraid that these circumstances are not a sufficient
guarantee against the dangers which are only too likely to follow  the exclusive
importation of male labour.

W e, in India, have had some experience o f the dangers attendant upon the
immigration of an exclusively male laboring population, and it has always 
the endeavour of the Indian Government in the past to secure a <1ne rn.
between the sexes among the immigrants. I have no doubt that . le ■ 
ment of New Zealand, which has displayed so much solicitude for .
the people committed to its charge, will realise the importance . „
the question, and will see that a due proportion of the sexe 
the laborers when it recruits from China.

Another important question to engage the attention of tin. Commission is 
the subject of land tenure. There is no tendency more common among modern 
lawyers than to read back their conceptions into the past, or to extend them 
into the interpretation of the rights and usages of primitive communities We 
have a tendency to imagine that, unless rights of ownership are proved by the 
same or similar acts of exercise as we arc accustomed to expect m civilised 
communities, no such rights exist. There is a danger against which we have to 
be on our guard. It is a matter for satisfaction that the members of the Perma
nent Mandates Commission have resolved to call for the land laws of the different 
territories committed to the charge of the mandatories, and to study this question 
further.

An extremely dubious claim has been put forward, in the French mandated 
territory, to what has been called the private domain in the State. I have no 
doubt that this matter will also receive the searching and careful consideration 
of the Permanent Mandates Commission in the next year.

Another important question which has engaged the attention of the Com
mission is the evils which have followed the demarcation of the boundary 
between Belgian East Africa and Tanganyika,

lbe recommendations of the Commission are drawn up with a due regard 
to the susceptibilities of the Great Powers, and the resolution of Dr. Nansen is 
also couched in extremely modest terms. Speaking for myself, I  should have 
preferred to accord a more emphatic endorsement to the conclusions of the 
Permanent Mandates Commission. I should have preferred the language of the 
Marquis Imperial! when he submitted his draft resolution, in which he invites the 
Council to draw the attention of the Powers to the recommendations of the 
Permanent Mandates Commission. 1 should have liked to ask the Council to 
express the hope that the boundary between Tanganyika and Belgian Fast 
Africa may be so rectified as to avoid the danger which have been pointed ont 
by tin' oi’-n.berB of the Commission.

Lut though the resolution of Dr. Nansen or rather of the Sixth Committee 
has been couched in very modeBt t- rms with a modesty which becomes us when 
we l .  n! wito 1 the susceptibilities of the Great Powers, f hope that our modesty 
.. , flu v aPPreoiated, and that, the Powers concerned will devote some con-

s<ucrar.ion the qmfcioDB to which their attention has been drawn.
Before f proceed further, I -hould like to  associate m yself w ith  the aekn ow - 

I'-dgm ent Which- has been m ade b y  the m em bers o f  the M andates C crcn iifs icn  of
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! ( ! rendered by the representatives of Australia, o£ New Zcalant^Wi It

\* t(/ the Commission, in their examination ot the reports of ■ the ,
\ % a l f f l i W  Powers.

^ S iL  tCWlould also like to pay a tribute to the solicitude for the well-being of the 
natives which has been displayed by those various mandatory Powers in their 
administration of the territories. When Sir Francis bell made his remarks 
yesterday, X was wondering what there was in the reports of the Mandates 
Committee which had offended his susceptibilities, and called forth the note of 
warning which he thought it necessary to sound. 1 have re-examined the report 
ot the Mandates Committee, but l have not been able to discover anything in 
that report which could have offended the susceptibilities of anyone. Far from 
criticising the administration, they extol the virtues aud the merits of the New 
Zealand administration, i should have thought that the Permanent Mandates 
Committee would have been entitled to expect the thanks of the New Zealand 
hdministration ; but it is a hard world and it is difficult to please everyone.

As regards the dangers which Sir Francis Bell has spoken of, I am unable 
Jo find any departure from the constitutional position which he saw correctly 
*aid down. 1 see no deBire or any intention to infringe upon the position or 
ul>on the principle which he laid down. The Permanent Mandates Committee 
Ws made its report only to the Council, as he says they ought to have done, 
and it is the Council wtio have submitted to us the reports of the Permanent 
Mandates Committee as aunexees to their report. We are entitled, as members 
°f the Assembly, not merely to the opinions of the Council, but we are a.so 
entitled co placed jn possession of the material upon which the Council has 
formed its opinions. I  have been unable to discover any impropriety or any 
uesire on the part of the Mandates Commission, or of the office of the Secretary- 
treneral, to depart from the strict canons of propriety.

Ladies and Gentlemen, it is unfortunate that the South African Union 
should not have accorded its assistance to the Mandates Committee in the 
same way in which the mandatory Powers accorded their assistance. It may 
have been due to circumstances over which they had no control, or to indiffer
ence or unwillingness. At any rate, the attitude of the South African Union 
>9 open to misconstruction, and 1 venture to express the hope that when next 
year the reports have to be examined, the South African Union will be able 
and willing, as the other mandatory Powers, to lend every aid in its power to 
the Mandates Committee. It seems to me, however, that it is just possible 
there may be some misconception in the minds of the responsible statesmen < * 
youth Africa with regard to their obligations in this matter, t noticed the 
*u a speech delivered by him some time in September, 1G20, General Smuts, 
the great South African statesman, uttered remarks which seem to me to be 
hot quite reconc’lablo with the tru position of mandated territories. He 
observed that the territories held under the C. class mandates were piactiea Ur 
annexed— that they were annexed all but iu name to the territories of the 
administration of which they formed apart. It is quite possible that in this 
v>ew the Premier of the South African Union may regard his obligations m 
Respect of the mandated territorries as of a purely temporary character, and 
U may be that in this view these obligations sit rather rightly upon him. But 
I v suture to think, with all deference to that great statesman, who himself "  as 
*n no small measures responsible fo" the theory of mandates, that the territories 
held uuder the U. class mandates cannot possibly be I reared as annexed to e 
territories with wl oh they are administered. The intention of article 22 of the 
Covenant seems to n  to bo perfectly clear. All these tert.lories which arc
dealt with under article 22 are regarded as a sacred trust of civilisation, and
they aro all to be administered as Trust States, and it is only the method and



1 ( thHhanhlr of fclie admilli8tration which varies in the A class, in thVg^lJss 
\ • \a*^^^aythe/ C class mandates. General Smuts seems to have relied mmSwiei 
X^TaS&^fr/in the mandates applicable to the C class territories, they arcfto oe 

\^hiihffij>tereii as au integral part of the territories to which they are attached ; 
but tuat expression is common both to the C class territories and to the B class 
territories, lou find it in Article 9 of the mandate which applies to the B. Class 
territories and you find it in Article 2 of the mandate which applies to the C 
class territories. General Smuts is prepared to admit that the position is diff
erent with regard to the B class territories. I submit it id exactly the same 
with regard to the C class territories as with regard to the B class territories. 
The trusteeship of these territories is all vested in the League of Nations, and 
once that trusteeship has been created, the Council, which is what may be call
ed the statutory organ of the League, is responsible ultimately for the welfare 
of these territories. It must be remembered that a mandate is in theory and 
in essence removable. These C class territories are a separate legal entity and 
possess the indestructible potentiality of independent existence.

Article 22 of the Covenaut marks a new era in the conception to White 
races as to their obligations to the colored races. The idea that colored races 
have rights may not be a new one, but it is the first time that it has been 
embodied in a solemn document of first race international importance, like the 
Covenant of the League of Nations, and it is the first time that safeguards and 
machinery have been provided for the fulfilment of the obligations implied in 
this conception. Whatever lip homage the idea may have commanded in the 
past, it is the first time that it has secured moral acceptance and real adhesion. 
The committee observes that the prosperity and well-being of the aboriginal 
population is in inverse ratio to its contact with civilisation. The British 
member of the committee said that South Africa presented the most striking 
example of the destruction of the organisation of a native population by the 
invasion of a White civilisation.

I hope that these chapters in the history oE the contact between the White 
and colored races are closed for good, and that we shall be able to look forward 
to a reign of humanity and justice.

Even now jure hear of the centre of gravity in international affairs being 
gradually shifted to the Par Last and to the Pacific Coast. Bat why ? Let 
only tilt- nations of the earth give up their earth hunger and their rivalry and 
cupidity for markets and their desire to appropriate vast uninhabited, continen
tal spaces, and we shad be free from the chances of strife and conflict. It is 
only to the extent that we are able to conquer those cravings for land and for 
markets, and to the extent that we are able to conquer the vulgar, though deep* 
seated, prejudice of color, that we shall be able to realise that ideals of humanity 
and justice, and then only will this Assembly become a real federation of the 
world and a lasting bond of peace.

SIR SIVASJPAMl IYER'S SPEECH (  r
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The International Labour - Conference

In 1921 as well as in 1922 this Conference was held at Geneva 
under the presidency of Lord Burnham. The first Conference at 
Washington in 1919 (see 1. A. li. 1920) was really only a preliminary 
uieeting; the second Conference at Genoa in 1920 {seel. A. H. 
^921) was specially convened to deal with maritime questions. 
The third and fourth Conferences at Geneva were far more im
portant than the previous ones. Tho third Conference opened 
°n 25th October 1921. It was the first great general Confe
rence and was attended by over three hundred persons. The Con
ference is the nearest example of a Parliament of the World that is 
known. Every country of importance, fiity-fourStates in all, except 
Russia and the United States, is represented. Each couutry has two 
Government representatives, one delegate from the employers and 
°no from the employed, and each delegate might bring as many 
experts as there were subjects on the agenda. The Conference is in 
oil essentials a popular, not an official body. In this it differs from 
the Assembly of the League of Nations which is purely official. On 
ull the commissions and committees, both standing and special, the 
members sit together without distinction of class and to a large extent 
work togother. The Labour Office is controlled by a Governing 
Hody on which eight principal industrial nations have permanent 
representatives, together with four representatives of the employers 
and four of the workers.

On the opening day, 25 Oct.. 1921, the president, Lord Burnham, 
Was elected and delivered an address. On the second day the hours 
of work for agricultural labourers were discussed. Tho French Govt, 
challenged the right of the Conference to discuss the question 
as they did not want tho interference of that body to ameliorate 
the lot of agriculturists. Tho French Labour delegate, however, 
strongly condemned his Govt, member’s opposition. Mr. Joshi, 
the Indian Labour delegate also spoke on tho subject and 
said that while it was very difficult to legislate for workers under 
peasant proprietors, such was not the case with reference to 
tea, coffee and rubbor plantations. He supported the French 
worker and was supported in turn by the British and other'dele
gates. Oi other matters which engaged the Conference was techni
cal and agricultural education, disinfection of wool to check anthrax 
aud the minimum age of trimmers and stokers in ships.

The most important subject discussed was, however, the cons
titution of the governing body. This question first arose at tho



® .I n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a b o u r  c o n f e r .
m Conference in 1919 when dissatisfaction was fe l^ S ^ tlo  
ean delegates, and a resolution expressing it was liaslaiLJ 
ion was therefore placed on the agenda of the Third Con- 

terence in 1921. That Conference camo to the conclusion that full 
justice could not be done to all parties unless the Versailles Peace 
Treaty was changed. The governing body consequently framed 
certain new proposals. These are set forth on p. 243. At the Third 
Conference in 1921 Mr. Joshi made out a strong case for the inclu
sion of India and non-European countries on the governing bodyi 
and spoke as follows : —

Mr. Joshi's Speech
Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen, I generally approve of 

the report which the Commission of Selection has placed before you 
this morning, but there are a few points in which I differ from the 
proposals of the Commission as they were placed before you just now.

The question of the representation on the Governing Bodyi 
of the extra-European countries, is a very important one, not only 
from the point of the interests of the non-European countries, but 
from the point of the interests of the Conference itself. We want 
this Conference to be really international ; we want it to be joined 
by all the countries of the world ; we want that this Conference 
should not only benefit the Governments, employers, and organised 
workers, but we want it to benefit the large masses oi unorganised 
workers of the world, especially of the Asiatic countries. If you agree 
with this view, you will easily see how important this question is.

At present the number of countries which have joined this 
organisation from tbo extra-European world is a little more than 
those from the European world, but their attendance is somewhat 
smaller, on account of some d'fficulties, and on account of the fact 
that they have not yet seen the importance of this organisation. 
But, Sir, this state of things will not last long.

I am quite sure that within a short time the extra-European 
countries will see the importance of joining this organisation, and 
it is only then that this organisation will be truly international. 
Speaking from the point of view of a worker, and addressing my 
comrade ; of the Workers’ Group, I say this— that all we, workers, 
know that if our working conditions are to be improved rapidly, 
or even at cell, they can be improved only by international effort. 
National efforts made for a long time have failed to give the workers 
what they wanted, and all the workers in the world have now 
realised that their conditions can be satisfactorily improved only 
by international action. We therefore must take care in this 
Conferenc to make this organisation truly international, and to 

‘ briug all the workers of the world *o take interest in this Confer-
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l A  °<Ps>; /anil one of the means of making thorn take interest f l™  b;

thorn fee] that they have proper representation onthis 
p°dy. It, ig from that point of view that I appeal to my comrades 
111 the Workers’ Group to see that the workers of the extra-Euro- 
Peati countries be properly represented on the Governing Body, 
k'Ome people seem to think that representation on this organisa
tion should be governed by the amount of organisation of the 
Workers in their respective countries. I differ from that point of 
view. This organisation is not merely constituted for the organised 
workers ; it is more intended for benefit of the un organised workers.

Coming to the Report of the Commission, I should liko to 
S:ly a few words as to their recommendations. In- the first place, 
the Commission recommends that the Governing Body should 
consider the desirability of certain changes in the Peace Treaty. 
* do not agree with this view, I do not think that any change in 
the Peace Treaty is necessary. The number of extra-European 
countries is much larger than the number of European countries, 
ar'd, when all these extra-Europeau countries join this organisa
tion and are represented at the annual Conference, I am quite 
sure they will be able to secure adequate representation for 
tbomselvos on the Governing Body. I do not feel, therefore, that 
there is any necessity for making a change in the Peace Treaty, 
hrora the point of view of the extra-European countries, there is, 
■n my opinion, a danger in fixing, by a change in the Peace Treaty, 
the proportion of representation on the Governing Body to be allot
ted to European and extra-European countries. If the proportion 
18 fixed to day, it will bo much smallor than the extra-European 
countries deserve, and, being fixed in such a manner, it will be 
difficult to get it changed after a few years when the extra-Euro- 
Pean countries are better represented in the Conference. I feel, 
therefore, that, from the point of view of the extra-European 
countries, the fixing of a certain proportion of representation 
between the extra-European countries and the European countrios 
will not in the long run, prove to be at all in the interests of the 
extra-European countries.

Then, Sir, there is another proposal, namely, with regard to 
substitutes. I was on the Sub Commission which discussed the 
matter, and my impression is that, in connection with these pro
posals, there was a cortain recommendation made that, out of the 
six substitutes given to the employers and the six given to the 
workers, there should be a proportion of substitutes fixed for extra- 
European countries. Unfortunately, I do not find any referonco to 
that in the Report at all. I hope the Reporter will g vo some 
explanation of this.

I
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er from the view of the Commission as to the giyanE cf 
those countries which are already represented pmthe 

Body,— power to appoint substitutes from the It'S wn 
That proposal means giving to those countries which are 

already represented on the Governing Body instead of one, and I 
do not think there is any necessity for it.

Then there is the question of the proportion of seats on the 
Governing Body reserved for the three groups. In the case of the 
Government Group, the Report recommends that one-third or . e 
seats should be allotted to extra-European countries, but in is 
case of the workers’ and employers’ groups, the Report recommen s 
that only one-sixth of the total number of seats should e so 
reserved. I fail to understand why this difference has been raa o 
by the Commission of Selection. If the extra-European Govern
ments deserve a representation of one-third, I do not see why t e 
workers and employers should not have the same representation. 
The only explanation, to my mind, of this difference, is that the 
Governments have two votes each to the workers and employer n 
one, and the Commission of Selection thought that if they con r 
satisfy the Members of the Government Group of the extra-European 
countries there would he no need to trouble about^ the represen a 
tives of'the employers’ and workers’ groups. There is no other exp 
nation, to my mind, of this difference. It- may be said  ̂ that t o 
workers’ and employers’ groups of non-European countries are *10 
satisfactorily represented here. That may be true, but what is  ̂ 0
best way of inducing them to come here ? To my mind, it >s 0 
lot them feel that they are treated very generously here.

There is another point. If the number of extra-European 
countries who have sent employers’ and workers’ Delegates is very 
small, I would nevertheless ask the Conference to remember the 
number of workers they represent. The Indian Workers’ Delegate 
and the Chinese Workers’ Delegate (they were here) wou 
represent 500 million wage-earners, while the whole of the European 
Workers’ representatives would not represent that number.

I feel that there is not much force in the argument used a ’ 
in this Conference to-day the number of Workers Delegates 10™ 
extra-European countries is not very large. I am sure tha l 
workers from the extra-European countries feel that they a 
generously treated here, the number of their representatives w 
increase year by year. I hope that this Conference will take a very 
generous view of the demand made by tbo workers and emp oyeis 
of the extra European countries, and that the proportion which has 
been fixed hy the Commission of Selection fo; their representation 
will be changed in their favour,
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International Labour Conference

GENEVA, 9TH. NOVEMBER 1921 

The Secretary-General’s Report

On November 9lh 1921 the report of the Secretary-General of the 
International Labour Office was the matter of discussion. Mr. Joshi, the 
Indian Representative was given the first chance to raise a question of 
inquiry, highly important to India.

Mr. Joshi said :— Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen.—
1’be first question about which I should like the Director to give an 
explanation is the appointment of people of different nationalities 
’■o the staff of the International Labour Office.

As the Labour Organisation is international, its composition 
should be truly international, and therefore its staff should contain 
ffiembsrs from alt the countries of the world—at least from those 
countries which are Members of the Organisation. From the 
Report we find that the Staff of the Internationa! Labour Organi
sation mostly includes Members from lour countries, namely, 
Switzerland, England, France, and the United Statos of America, 
t he other countries of the world are very poorly represented on the 
stall 1 see from the Report that tho Director makes it a 
Point of efficiency, and therefore refuses to lend countenance to the 
argument that tho Staff should include Members of all different 
‘nationalities. 1 should like to know from him whether it is not an 
element of efficiency that people on tho Staff should have personal 
knowledge of the different countries which are Members of the 
International Labor Office? Personally. I believe that the Staff 
of the International Labor Office cannot work efficiently unless they 
possess personal knowledge of the different countries. Therefore, I 
fuel that tho Director should change his policy and should try 
to put on the Staff people from tho different nations, especially 
from Asia and countries like India, Japan and China. Sir, I 
do not base my argument on the principle of securing a few 
jobs for my own countrymen; there is enough work for my own 
countrymen to do in my own country. But I base my argument 
upon this ground, that wo, in Asia, and especially in India, want 
some of our men to he interested in tho International Labor move
ment and we want some of our officers to catch tho international

(15a>
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(| i sp|fft- ) Jut I do not think they will really secure this adsb(|tn|o 
\\.\uSp® jome of the members from our country are placed on the'st;|r , 

of this Ollico. Moreover, if some people from Asia, particularly. 
IiSraf'Japan and China, are placed on the staff of the International 
Labor Office, these people will catch a sympathetic spirit for tho 
International Labor movement. If they do that, when they return 
to their country after some years of servico in the Office, thoy will 
prove themselves to bo the missionaries of tho International Labor 
movement. I base my argument chiefly upon this principle, that I 
want some of my countrymen to come hero and to learn tho Into'- 
national Labor movement and then to return to my country to bo 
the missionaries of this movement. I should like the Director f° 
give us some information on this point.

Thero is another question upon which I should like to have a,j 
explanation from the Director, and it is this. The Internationa1 
Labor Organisation maintains some agonts in some of tho countries 
of the world to collect information and to distribute information 
throughout the different countries, such as England, Franco and trie 
United States of America. But. I find that tho International Labor 
Organisation does not maintain any agent in any of the Asiatic 
countries. I should like to know from the Director whether j10 
does not attach any importance to securing information about the 
Asiatic countries, such as India, Japan and China, with regarc 
Labor quostions, and if he does attach importance to it, 1 * 10“, 1 
like to know why he docs not maintain any agents in any o ) 
Asiatic countries. If it is difficult for the Director to sOcuro 
information about any countries in tho world, those countries are no 
England, France or tho United States of America. He can secure 
all tho information he requires about those countries from the news
papers and from the organisations for the different movements, such 
as the Labor movement and tho Employers’ movement, and ho can 
also obtain information from tho Government publications. But 1 
am quite sure that he must find it vory difficult to secure informa 
tion about Asiatic countries. Therefore I feel that it is absolutely 
necessary for the Internationa] Labor Office to have agents in 
Asiatic countries, such as India, China and Japan, because then, 
and then only will tho International Labor Office be fully inform0 
on those questions.

T he Secretary-General replied to the speech as follow s :

The Secretary-General : The question which has been raised 
by Mr. Jo3hi is not by any means a now one to the International 
l/tbor Office ; it is one will which we have been familiar for some
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1 (ti A  t A  question was much discussed in the Commissions
oi the League of Nations, and the Office is well a ^ a ^ J  

oLtheSCccssity of having as extensive an international staff as 
Possible,

1 have explained in the Report which is before you, in Section 
« ,  tho conditions under which the staff of the International Labor 
Office is recruited. “  According to article 395 of tho treaty tho 
staff of tho Office shall bo appointed by the Director, who shall, so 
{ar as is possible, with due regard to tho efficiency of tho work oi tho 
Office, select persons of different, nationalities. A certain number 
1̂ these persons shall be women .

You will notice that the first consideration is that the staff 
shall be efficient, and that subordinate to that is the provision Mat 
Persons of different nationalities shall bo selected, 'ibis is tho 
Policy which the International Labor Office has followed.

We have alroady, in tho International Labor Office, the repre
sentatives of 21 nationalities. It is truo, as Mr. Joshi has pointed 
out, that the members of the staff are predominantly French and 
English, but the reason for that is that the work of the Office has to 
he carried on in the two official languages of the Organisation, It 
has frequently happened in our experience that extremely well- 
qualified persons in some special department are not sufficiently 
conversant with the French and English languages in order to 
exPress thoir thoughts and their ideas properly m those two 
languages and it has been necessary to add to them a staff ot poisons 
";ho are competent to put their ideas into proper form m either 
English or French.

However, the Governing Body and the Director will no. mso 
sight of tho necessity of augmenting the staff from members of othei 
and distant nationalities, in proportion as it is necessary to obtain 
information, and to avail themselves of their assistance.

I mi 'lit say, although we have not yet an Indian in the 
Office, we°have an ex-member of tho Indian Civil Service with 
the staff who performs most useful work in keeping in touch 
with what goes on in India by following matters of national life 
from newspapers and so on, and wo have already taken steps to 
secure two Indian officials. Negotiations are _ in progress with the 
Indian Government with a view to obtaining the services <> 
these two Indians.

I may also say, as Mr. Joshi has mentioned, that wo 
ha,vo hul for same time, one permanent Japanese official, and v  . 
have also another Japanese official who hat been seconded to us,

isntinstO N  ON 8&CUBTAliY'S BNP.OBT /B fe



■ e°^ x  ., . . .
iNTEktiA TiONAL LABOVE CONFERENCE

I 2 ?  Mr|Joshi also raised the point of national expense. l id w ly 8 
V\\ WpS the/wish that tho Office should have at its disposal

from distant countries as possible, ha asked wKy W6 
Tfave-'no national correspondent in India, as wo have in London, 
Paris, Berlin, Kome, and Washington. Well, if the Governing 
Body had only tho means of establishing national offices in cities of 
these different countries, ann in other cities of Europe, it would 
welcome the opportunity with joy. Tho reason why here are not 
more national offices is, that there aro not more funds, and if I may 
say so, without malice, it is the very representatives of thoso distant 
countries, who wero anxious to diminish our budgot at the hour 1 
Assombly of the League of Nations. It is necessary, therefore, it 
they desire to have moro offices of this kind established, that they 
should give instructions to their representatives on the League of 
Nations to provide further means of establishing them.

There are, of course, two other ways in which inform
ation may bo obtained. The first is those means which depend on 
the Office itself. But there is also another way which I would re
commend to tho notice of the Delegates who are here from all 
countries. Tho countries themsolves may help the International 
Labour Office very much by establishing special services for the 
supply of information to that Office. I would like to cite the case 
of Japan, which, for some time now, has had a delegation with the 
International Labor Office under the leadership of Mr. Inuzuka- 
He has a delegation with him composed of 18 Members. Of course, 
i realise it is not possiblo for other countries whose exchanges are 
not so favorable as Japan’s, to send delegations of this size to 
Europe, bnt it might bo possibio for countries to send to Geneva 
either a social attache or agent, or to make arrangements with their 
countries for a special supply of information to be sont to tho Inter
national Labor Office.

1 imrefore, in conclusion, in reply to this question, I beg to say 
f bat_tho International Labor Office is doing all it can to make its stall 
as international as possible, and, secondly, I hope that all the Dele
gates of the countries here will do their best to secure to the Inter 
national Labor Office such information as it is possible to obtain from 
all the countries belonging to tho Organisation.

In tho course of the debate on other items of the Report Mr. 
Gupta made a speech hut fortunately has not involved the Govern
ment of India in giving his opinion on the status of the lnternation- 
il '.abor Conference of the League of Nations. Mr. Gupta’s speech 

camq as a great surprise to many when he made out that the Con
ventions and Recommendations passed by the Conference are “ not-


