
interpellations in A ssem bly
O n  I n d i a n s  A b r o a d .

Poll-tax on Indians in Kenya.
On the 27TH  JA N U A R Y , the Hon. Mr. Bhore, replying to Mr. N. C. Kelkar’s 

question regarding poll-tax on Indians in Kenya, said that the Government had 
received a representation from the Imperial Citizenship Association on Kenya Poll- 
Tax and said : “ Yes, I may, however, mention that an ordinance on precisely the 
same lines as the Asiatic Poll-Tax Ordinance has been passed by the Kenya 
Legislative Council in respect of Europeans, but under it Europeans will pay a  tax 
of 30 shillings while Indians pay 20 shillings only. The Government are in 
communication with the Colonial Government.

Grant of Permit to Dr. Sudhindra Bose to Visit India.
On the 31 S T  JA N U A R Y  Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh and Mr. Belvi asked 

with reference to the grant of permit or emergency certificate to Dr. Sudhindra 
Bcse to visit India.—“ Has the attention of the Government been drawn to his 
letter published in “ The Am iita Ba/ar Patrfka”  dated the 15th December 1926, 
in which he complains that he has not yet succeeded in getting a permit to 
visit India in spite of the assurance given by Mr. H. S. Amery in the House of 
Commons in February last that Dr. Bose could, at any time, obtain a certificate ? 
(b) Will the Government be pleased to state definitely whether they have any 
objection to allow Dr. Bcse to visit India? If they have none, what facilities 
have they offered or are willing to offer to Dr. Bose in this direction?

Sir Alexander Muddiman replied: The newspaper article referred to does 
not accurately state the position since his renunciation of British Indian na­
tionality. On becoming an American citizen shortly after the outbreak of the 
war, Dr. Sudhindra Bose has on two or three occasions applied for facilities 
to visit India. I have previously stated in this House that it was considered 
inadvisable to grant him a British passport as a passport constitutes a proof 
ot national status and since the judgment of the Supreme Court of the U. S. A . in 
the case ol U. S. A . versus Bhagat Singh Thind, the national status of Indians 
naturalized in the U. S. A . has been a matter of doubt. Dr. Bose was, however, 
informed that the Government of India had no objection to the issue to him of 
an emergency certificate for a direct journey to India. I am not aware when 
Dr. Bcse first applied for an emergency certificate. Our failure to issue one to 
him immediately was due to a misunderstanding by the British representatives 
in America. This was corrected and Dr. Bcse was informed by the British 
Embassy early in 1026 that he could have an emergency certificate on application 
to the proper authorities. If, as is alleged, he is still not in possession of the 
certificate, it is to be presumed that he has not applied for it. Dr. Bcse did, 
as a matter of fact, correspond with the British embassy on the subject in the 
beginning of 1929 when he sought for an assurance that he would be granted 
a safe ccnduct and facilities for his return to the United States. This unusual 
assurance the Government of India were not prepared to give. No conditions 

- were laid down for the issue of a certificate.

Indians in Kenya.
On the 3 1 S T  JA N U A R Y  the pcsiticn of Indians in Kenya was raised by 

Mi. Ga>a Prasad Singh who asked : (a) Has the attention of the Government 
teen ciiawn to the following rcsoluticn passed by the Indian National Congress 
at Gauhati tn  the 27th December 1926 that “ in the opinion of the Congress 
the progressively restrictive legislation against the Indian settlers of Kenya as 
indicated by the latest action of the Kenya Government in increasing the original 
poll-tax of 20 shillings which by currency manipulation, was raised to 30 shillings
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afad which has now been raised to 50 shillings by legislation, is calculated to 
demonstrate afresh that British imperialism means the conversion of interests 
at the cost of Indian interests, liberty and aspiration ?” (b) Is it a 1 fact that in 
Kenya a sum of .£32,000 is required for the education of about 960 European 
S B ® I S f  only and £20,000 for the education of about 2 ,318  Indian children ?
(c) Will the Government kindly state why Indians alone have been subjected 
to the payment of poll-tax and what steps, if any, have they taken or pro­
posed to take m this matter ? Is it a fact that in 1920 a deputation of East 
African Indians waited upon His Excellency the Viceroy for the redress of 
this wrong ? ..

Mr. Bhore, in reply, said that answer to (a) was in the affirmative. A s  
regards (b) the Government had not yet received official informsrtion on this 
point but understood that the position was as stated. A s regards (c) the Hon.
Member -w as mistaken in supposing that indians alone had been subjected to 
poll-tax. There was also a poll-tax at a higher rate on Europeans. The Govern­
ment of India had made representation regarding the system of financing 
communal education in Kenya. The answer to the second part of this question 
was in ihe negative. \

Supplementary enquiries by Messrs K. C. Roy and Mr. Rangaswami Iyengar 
elicited that the Government of India is in correspondence with the Colonial 
Office on the subject.

The Fiji Deputation’s Report.

On the 1S T  F E B R U A R Y , replying to a  ques.ion of Mr. Gayaprasad Sin«*h
and the supplementary enquiries of Pandit Hridaynath Kunzru, Mr. Bhore 
declared that the Fiji Deputation’s report was highly contentious. Its publi­
cation would only provoke a rejoinder from Fiji authorities as diametrically 
o p ^ e d  views were held on the subject and would destroy the present atmos­
phere of helpful negotiations promising proper settlement.

Kenya Affairs.

On the 9T H  FEBRUARY, replying to Pandit H irdayanath Kunzru. Mr 
the GoveTni?ent of India were aware that the proposal demanding 

an  elected European majority m  the Kenya Legislature had been mooted bv 
leaders of the European non-official community and the m atter was receiving the

w m  if e i i S t ii s « t t  *  §  g
Position of Indians in Fiji.

On the 15TH  FEBRUARY, replying to Gaya Prasad Singh Mr T W  tih
^ e5 rctary) admitted that as condition precedent to the appointnient 

of the Indian Deputation, the Fiji Government, in the Fiji Royal Gazette 
June 1921 had guaranteed that the position of Indians &  F i ?  would n I n  
respects be equal to that of any other class of His Majesty’s su b iem  ?  1
true that on the Fiji Advisory Executive Council there was n o t V s i S le  Indian ?  
was equa ly true that restrictions had been placed on In d ia n a  n - J *
matter of loitering in towns between u  p. m. and 5 p. m. whne no 
triction existed m the case of F u r m a n *  m - 2 • j  v  Sucl1 res^
for lands by Indians were generally Sm iled  t o 't o  acres of a S c f i l ? ? 01!?  
with 20 acres of grazing land, but if an applicant showed he h a fm e a L s f i  
a  forge area, the application was seldom refused, a s r e g a r d s  T n v *  
the part of the Government of India in this direction they were stflM n ^  0n 
pondcnce and were unable to make a  statement. 1 y U m corre»-

Replying to a  further question of G aya Prasad Sinoh Mr fa**, .
representations in r e g a r d , h e  abolition of p o f c r a , i n ’ F iji'
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municipal franchise in certain localities made by the Colonies Committee of the 
Government of India and the decisions arrived at by the Colonial Office were 
recorded in the correspondence on the position of Indians in Fiji which had 
been published in the resolution of the Government of India No. 24 Overseas 
dated the 12th January 1927. These were matters on which the elected Indian 
representatives in the local council would be in a position to press the views of 
the Indian community on the Colonial Government and the Government of India 
did not propose to take any further steps at present. It was understood that 
restrictions were in force regarding -gun licences and purchase of arms by 
Indians but the Government of India have no information as to what precisely 
these restrictions were. No figures were available from which incidence of 
taxation of different communities in Fiji might be compared. Indians were at 
present represented by one nominated member of the Fiji Legislative Council and 
under the decision recently arrived at by the Colonial Office will be temporarily 
represented by three nominated members until necessary changes can be made 
in the Letters Patent to enable the Indian community to return 3 elected mem­
bers to the Council* The question of their representation in municipal councils 
has been referred for the consideration of the Colonial Government and would, 
it is understood, be examined in the first instance by a local committee on which 
the Indian community would be absolutely represented.

To  a  further question by the same member, Mr. Bhore replied : The Inter-
Departmental Conference held in London in 19 17  published certain proposals 
fo r a  new assisted system of emigration ,to Fiji among other colonies for public 
information and criticism. Assisted emigration to Fiji had not been opened and 
no question of enforcing the recommendations of that conference therefore arises .
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The C ouncil of State.
The Council of State commenced its winter session on the 8TH  F E B R U A R Y , 

in the new Council Chamber, New Delhi next to the Legislative Assembly. There 
was a fair attendance of members.

Official Business.
The Secretary read a message from the last Assembly signifying its agree­

ment to the amendments made by the Council to the Indian Bar Council' Bill*
Thirteen Bills passed by the Central Legislature in the last session anu assented 
to by the Governor-General were mentioned. These included the Workmen’s 
Compensation Act, the Cantonment Amendment A ct, the Criminal Procedure 
Code third amendment Act, the Indian Bar Councils Act and the Indian 
Evidence Act.

Privileges Enquiry Committee's Report.
After about forty questions had been answered, the President as chairman 

presented the report of the Committee on the privileges of the House. The Com- 
aPP<>inted at the instance of Mr. K. C. Roy, but he having gone to 

the Assembly, Sir Henry Moncrmf Smith presented the report. He added that 
i n ? ?  members desired to pursue the matter, then the proper course for them 
efferf f “ ° ^ . resolutlo? s {oT the recommendations of the Committee being given 
effect to. The resolution should be subject to admission and ballot process? g
t r .  ® ™ nn?ltte£  consisted of Sir Mahomed Habibullah, Messrs. S. R. Das. 
f c S h L w W a d t 8 Pantulu’ Sir Arthur Froom> Sir Umar Hayat Khan and S u

Scope of the Enquiry;
, A rst question considered was the scope of the Committee’s deliberations
Pantufu •1 f i  followi“ g two suggestions by the Hon. Mr. Kamdas
rantulu. (i) That where a member of the Council of State has committed an 
elec ion cffence, he should be treated as having committed a breach of nrivileee
Courts'* t l P  be f ealt With W  the Council and not by ordTna1 y Pc r S l  

»J ( 2\ that the privileges and immunities of members of the legislature 
a j 6 incorporated in the Government of India Act when the A c t  is n.v t 

amended. It was decided by a majority that questions of general nowers 
privileges and immunities should not be discussed but that the Commit*** k •*5

f l v  authorised to considerlhe q S i o n
enjoyed by members of the Council as distinct from the privileges of the S  i i i l  
as a body. The above two suggestions were, therefore, not considered. Councl1

Members* Allowances.
The Hon. Mr. Ramadas Pantulu suggested that mtmhpK i «

permitted to draw daily allowance for 3 days’ residence before a n ^ a fte ^ t h ^  
meetings of the Council instead of for 7 days as at Present Th* r v  r - 
decided unanimously to suggest to the Council to recommend to the G w S ? *  
to reduce the exisung period of 7 davs to * dava n r n * Government 
non-official members of the Council are o^that opinioi? P d d that a ^ o r i t y  of

to t he ̂ Government* tfet “ T  t h f c l s f o ?
at half the daily rate admissible during a  session^hoild be S S ’
m travelling to and from the place of sittina of 'Dr ^ ays occupied
the same privilege is extended to the members of thV^ssembW K 5 P  that■sear* approvij 01 a

2? ■ ~  ‘ ' '  . ^ f v v .



Titles.
The Committee decided by a  majority that there were no grounds for the 

alteration of the rule by which a member can reserve a whole compartment. The  
Committee, with the exception of the Hon. Mr. Ramdas Pantulu, was unani­
mously o f opinion that members of the Council ought to retain the title of ‘Hon’ble. 
The majority were further of opinion that in any case, the Committee ought not 
to make any recommendation on the subject of titles for the reason that confer­
ment of honours is a prerogative of tbe Crown which in India is delegated to 
His Excellency the Viceroy and not to~the Governor-General in Council

Allowances to Resident Members.
The Hon; Sir Arthur Froom proposed that a member who is a  resident of 

the place in which the Council is sitting should be entitled to receive daily 
allowance. The Committee decided to suggest to the Council to recommend to 
the Government that in' such cases, a member should be m ade. ellS ^  
allowance for the days on which he attends a sitting of the House or of a 
Committee of which he is a  member.

Position in the W arrant o f Precedence.
The Hon. Mr. Ramadas pantulu proposed that members of both houses should 

be given- a  definite position in the warrant of precedence. T h e tommittee 
unanimously decided, to place on record that it has been brought to its notice 
that owing to the absence of a place in the warrant of precedence for memb rs 
of the legislature, such members do not always receive on public official occasions 
in the prpvinces the recognition to which their position entitles 
of the'Committee were of opinion that they should not make any recommendation 
for the assignment of a place in the warrant to members of the ^ u n c il  of State 
as they understand that the warrant is designed to regulate F e“ f  en?®> J 2 ¥ *  
of officials amongst themselves. They think, ho" e£ £  ^ ™  : t S t
Government should be drawn to the necessity of t r i m  **5 P V g  
members of the Council should have a  recognised position at public functions of

the nature referred to.
Exemption from Arms A ct.

The Hon. Mr. Ramadas Pantulu proposed that the of exemption
from the operation of the Arms A ct should extend to ex-members of the Council
of State for life. The Committee decided by a majority that since the Council 
on 26th February 1923 expressly negatived the lesser proposal that ex-members 
should be entitled to obtain licences, they were not competent to consider this
Question in the absence of a reference “  ad hoc.”  . . , , ,  ..
^ The Hon. M r. Ramdas Pantulu proposed that it should be suggested to the 
Council of State to recommend to the Government that the local Governments 
should be forbidden to take punitive or preventive action against members of 
the central legislature who were touring in the discharge of their public duties 
i i L u t  informing the Government of India. The Committee decided to make no

recommendation the following three questions which were raised

in the debate on the Hon. Rao Sahib D r. Ram a Rao’s resolution moved on 
icth February 1926 viz., equal representation of the Council and the Assembly 
on the Standing Advisory Committee and like introduction of a  larger number 
of moonant bills in the Council with the corollary of preference of a  larger 
ot i^poim ni 'i* Committee of the Council and the establishment o f a  
S be m i o ? . £ . « m “ ? ' & S l ? o f “ rantS o f * .  Coua.il of State allowance 
r  t u l d ”  made the occaiion for attacks upon the^Conned. The 
Committee decided that these questions appointing it as it had been decided to 
so interpret th a t  resolution.

Official B ills.
The Hon. Sir Mahomed Habibuilah the introduced a  Bill to amend the Provi­

dent Funds A ct of 1925 extending the privileges of providing for old age to all 
glasses of educational and administrative bodies,

2*6 THE COUNCIL OF STATE £»BW DBIHI



s * R* P as introduce ‘ he Bengal Tenancy Act of 1885 
Amendment Bill altering pecuniary limits m rent suns as recommended by the 
Mvil justice Committee. 7

® “ X“ e introduced the Madras Salt A ct Amendment Bill so as 
to fix the mmimum charge that could be levied to meet the cost of preventive 
establishment which had recently increased while there bad been lowering of 
salt duty from Rs. 2-8 per maund to Rs. 1-4 a maund.. The House then adjourned.

Prohibition of Alcoholic Liquors.
On the 9TH  F E B R U A R Y , the Hon. Ramadas, Pantulu moved for the 

adoption of a policy of prohibition of the use of alcoholic liquors in local 
administrations under the direct control of the Government of India. He 
confined his motion to these local administrations in order to raise the* whole 
question of the policy of prohibition as otherwise he could not do so. excise 
being a transferred subject in the provinces. The Government’s policy had 
been one of regulation as opposed to. prevention or prohibition. This, policy 
h^d, however, been one of mere negation. The Hon. Mr. Ramadas traced 
Wr '«>Co‘Se Poll'?y from. the of Lord Crew and emphasised that M r.
w f 3? 6 3 aroen„tJ™ e,‘ t fof . a policy, of moderation was exactly what was 

p'r ?.own ln. l.89 8> *?ut which had failed to reduce consumption." There were 
f f M  Statistics available to show that redactions in t&e consum e*oTof
of offier S n  5rfn t0t a « ™ sp o n d io g  decrease in the consumption
a t o  n i l S p f  p  J k ° 3 the P°Pular belief that drink evil had grown was 

i f Iy r  f s.d- .Prohibition was the need of the hour in the interests of the
EfsstiW vPnf Tbat !his. wa? possible was his firm conviction from

Wa3 Madras Province. He need not, thererefore
fu_ America. Alcohol was. next to poison and stained ‘
the g£pwth of the population both in quality and numbeT.

Mr. Brayne’s Amendment.

ensurer'm̂ ^ l i r 0!f lv .an ame° clme“ t. | § f  a  Policy designed to promote and 
tions und .r i L  Jv** 1D use of alcoholic liquors be adopted in local administra- 
epitomised* the <r\?Ct contro1 °C the Qovernment of India. This formula he said, 
h m i S  the S i  ° £ Ind|a s P?hcy designed to check consumption by
hibition on the consulUng local opinion wherever possible. Pro-
libertv of the Wa\ nJ0t moralL inasmuch as it interfered with the
concerns of inH v . l ,  , P e uhad 80 «  *0 interfere with the domestic 
w o v e T L l  ' nd' Vl ualsV unless. ‘here was evidence of such serious abuse as to 
E o n  3 ^ - ! l “ d, well-being of the population. Moreover, pro- 
hld h a o ^ e H  H i  m bVy|nS. and consumption of liquor. Indeed, this 
^ s o lu r io t T lle  dc WaS haPPening m America, In areas covered by the 
t o T t a  J ? 0 evidence of any great drink evil. Since 1883 there had 
e n d in g  - f  l l  Per Cent '.n ‘ he quantity of imported liquor and eorres-
S ° ^ 1!5g ®^ €r^ s e  m the consumption. This policy would be pursued so that
I g f l  l l l l t !  mi«ht ,!*  achieved in the reduction of consUmpH^n. TWs was 
the only safe and sure policy.

The amendment of Mr. Brayne was put and' carried' by 21 against 14 votes 
<Wvfsion8°^UtlGn 38 a“ ended was then carried, non-officials not challenging a'

Central Road Fund: Scheme.
M r. Suhrawardy moved a  resolution recommending that the proceeds of 

taxation on motor transport be earmarked in a  separate account for ros^l 
development and that a Central Road Development Fund under the Government
of India be formed, out of which a yearly grant be made to each local Govern  
ment according to its needs and necessities for the d e v e lo i^ e n tn f  
transport in rural areas for the benefit of the a g r L l m r i s T i n  InSi^ M "  

Suhrawardy pointed out that his resolution was intend*^ to ^ r‘
a? d. '^ n o m ie condition of the agriculturists. I t  would s e c w l sX c m n t ^ n ^ r f 1 
of labour and would also help to equalise the prices i n w r  c u S n L  ° b'hty 
cheapeoim poiteigeods. T to ap aak a, S | # |  tha?
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motor vehicles are to be considerably reduced as recommended by the Taxation 
in q u iry  Committee. A  heavy taxation might bring in a large revenue to the 
Government coffers but it would act as a restraint on quicker and convenient 
transport in rural areas. He^ gathered from their report that the present duty 
was about 30 per cent. Reduction of this import duty was sure to give ample 
facilities for the increase of trade in rural parts and the Government would not 
have, to incur any loss m matters of revenue. He, therefore, suggested that 
the Government should reduce the import duty on motor vehicles to an appre­
ciable extent and should earmark the revenue derived from this source exclusively 
lor the development of roads and improvement of rural transport.

Sir Arthur Froom, while supporting the motion, did not agree with its 
wording. He, therefore, moved an, amendment for a Committee including 
members of both Houses of the Central Legislature to examine the desirability of 
developing roads and to consider the formation of a Central Road Board 
for the purpose of advising in regard to and co-ordinating the policy in respect 
of road development. Sir Arthur emphasised that his amendment was not 
antagonistic to the main resolution. The present position was that little or 
no advantage had been taken of motor cars and motor lorries and motor 
transport; but without good roads there was no use in importing these modern 
methods of transport. The proposal was a productive one, for any development 
01 ^o&uS would come back in the shape of increased agricultural prosperity.

. .  -f* Suhrawardy, thereupon, accepted the amendment which was carried 
without any dissentient voice.

Official and Non-Official Bills.
- %  f t  D: ,Chari moved that instructions be issued to  official members

ot the Central Legislature to refrain from voting on non-official bills and resolu- 
tions in the Indian legislature. He said there was no difficulty, legal or con­
stitutional, in the way of accepting the motion. The only question was whether 
it was necessary or expedient. The speaker quoted elaborately from the Montagu- 
Chelmsford report to show how the present practice vitiated the very object 
which the framers o f the constitution had in view. It should be the object of 
me cmcial members to give effect to the constitution and the Government should 
accede to the view expiessed m the motion. The control of the Secretary of 
State had been relaxed solely to give full expression to the views of non-official 
members and his motion was quite in accordance with that policy, It was never 
the intention of Parliament that the official block should be used in order to 
indirectly defeat the popular view which must be given full scope under the Act. 

in e  resolution was rejected without division.

Separation of Posts and Telegraphs.

« a P° 3ts and Tqjegraph department and their
accounts be separated. He said that the Telegraph department was working 
at a considerable loss and was consequently a heavy drag on the Postal depart- 
ment. This unjust and unequal combination went to deprive the masses who 
availed themselves of the Postal service m a much larger measure than telegraph 

beocfits °* cheap postage. There was no economy either in the working:
Of these two departments together, for in spite of it some old superior staff still 
Continued. Nor was any valid ground adduced by the Government for a com- 
° ' n,ed,.system e^ e p t  that telegraph charges was paid for in postage stamps 
and there would be difficulty m apportioning revenues in each department.
Ihis he stated was a  flimsy ground. No such difficulty existed in the case of 
unified receipt stamps in which various provincial Governments had a share and 
none should exist in this case where apportionment could be more easily effected, 
in the interests of the masses, he urged the separation of these two departments.

The resolution was lest without division. The Council then adjourned.

Official Bills.

Danern F E B R U A R Y , six official bills were placed on the order
p a £  b y ^ A w e m b l y ^  ,ntroduccd at its first sitting and two already j

tH E  C dD N tlL  OF STATE [hb\v DKtrfi



° f  Hon’bl,e M r* Corbe«> the Council agreed to the
comrol n n ^h \hL n J L T e?K thC aW re.lat,nS  t0 provision, maintenance and control or light houses by the Government in British India.

B e n S  T S a n c v eA « o f  T h ?  r ° r c ° nsiderati° n o f the Bill amending the 
c- „  ancy 1  o f . 8s> The Coune,J passed the Bill without discussion.

„  c f l  Mahomed Habibullah’s Bill amending the Provident Fund A ct 102c 
was taken into consideration. He emphasised that it was to afford relief to the 
deserving class of public servants in educational institutions.

.. T b e s - R - D.as. Law  Member, then moved the House for considera- 
tion o f the Bill amending the Limitation A ct 1908, Section 20 and 21 as passed 
by the Assembly. He said that the alterations made in the law were the results
°astUAugust°nS made ^  thC Lower Chamber to the Bill passed by the Council

A ^ ? r nJ hae Am0t5cin of ,b"  Law  Member' the Council passed the Registration 
A c t  of 1908 Amendment Bill as passed by the Assembly.

When the M adras Salt A ct Amendment Bill was taken into consideration 
Mr. Ramadas Pantulu expressed his difficulty in according support to a  measure

* 4  ' f l * ® *  *  t o g / o r f l A o  a A
r „  Cenj ra! Board of Revenue with this power. A n y cess levied would

b e f ^ b i y ^  ° ? , the con.sum® r* He wanted statistical details relating to liability 
before he agreed to passing the Bill. The House then adjourned. y

Vakils as Chief Justices.

was pL S T fo\4 c o n s i d f S Aby I h e ^ S i d l  of S ta te ! f t  n0n' official r« ,lu tic n s  

Court yak ils  as permanent Chief Justices of High Courts of Ju d W u r e  in InHb.

i l l i  t  r s s s g j

wmswMm
permanently. W ith few notable exceptions, Barrister Chief Justices h*A  i f 08* 
found sadly wanting in essential qualities for the post. Jastfces had been

1  he motion was withdrawn.

Transfer of Army Head-Quarters.
. Ebrahim  Jaffer moved that orders for the transfer o f Pmn*. a w  •
head-quarters from Poona to Secunderabad be immediately caneHi*>a1StILj * 
wished to make it clear that he had absolutely no i n t e n t i o n o f i n ^  I f  
an y nulitary strategy. A s  soon as the move was mooted, citirens an*H°n.Trb  
bodies o f Poona expressed their disapproval of the chanp<* vr„_ d .public 
protest had been held in an endeavour to persuade the r ? / h " T tmgs o f
consider their decision. H e opposed this move on b e l l i f t  t L  p  ^ to
house-holders, shop-keepers and merchants who feared c o n i d e r a b ^ f  f tuCns. 
time when trade depression was beginning to pick im .  ab . . loSs at a
on economical grounds as well as a lar^e snm opposed the transfer
on erection of a new bungalow and head-quarteS a be 8Pcnt

The resolution was defeated* H JCe at Secunderabad,

T4FBB. %$j NON-OFFICIAL RESOLUTIONS i 2g



The National Demand.
The next resolution of Kumar Sanker Roy Chaudhuri for effect being given 

to the National Demand was not moved following the example of members in 
the. Assembly*

Amendment of Income-Tax Act.,
Mr. P. C. Desikachari moved the following resolution : ~ u This Council 

recommends to the Governor-General in Council to introduce a  Bill in the 
Central Legislature to amend the Indian Income-tax A ct by the introduction of 
(a) a provision on English lines for allowances in respect of wives, children and 
dependants of asses^ee, (b) a  provision on English lines for objections and 
appeals against assessment, (c) a provision for differentiation for'income-tax 
purposes between earned and unearned incomes and (d).a provision for giving 
effect to the recommendation of the Taxation Enquiry Committee for setting 
cff the less sustained in one year against profits earned in a subsequent year” *

Mr. Chari, in a Icng speech, referred in derail tp the. English practice^ under 
each head and quoted also the views of Dr. Paranjpye of the Taxation En­
quiry Committee on the subject. The principles embodied in the resolution, 
were all admittedly sound and he saw no insurmountable objection to their being 
iiicorpotated in Indian law.

Sir Maneckjee Dadafchoy, supporting the resolution, said most of the 
amendments urged in the law were of the right character. His opinion was 
that these must be adopted immediately but for unfortunate reasons, neither 
the Council nor the AssemLly had discussed the Taxation Committee’s report 
which dealt with several questions concerning taxation, He, therefore, endorsed 
the view generally expressed and in order to give it a practical touch he moved 
an amendment for a committee of members of both Houses of the Central Legis­
lature to consider the desirability of amending ihe Income-tax Act? on the lines 
suggested by the mover*

Mr. Desikachari agreed to the amendment for a  Committee and the resolu­
tion as amended was carried, the Government not challenging a  division.

Inter-Class Accommodation in S . I. R.
Mr. Rama Rao moved for provision of inter-class accommodation in the 

South Indian Railway, both metre and broad, gauges, and fixing of the fare- for 
that class at five pies per mile, the same as that charged by the Madras, and: 
Southern Mahratta Railway Company. The mover criticised the South Indian 
Railway Administration and said that the Railway Company had been.defying 
public opinion in the matter of providing and improving int-er-ciass accommoda­
tion in their trains. They had even suppressed the fact of provision of inter-class 
accommodation in up.and down Ceylcn Boat; Mails from their budget submitted 
to the Government last year., The Government bad also made a misleading 
and incorrect statement in the proceedings of. the Standing Finance Commttee 
for railways that there was no inter^class in S. I, R., though actually theue was 
inter-class provided in two trains at last, albeit experimentally. A  maximum: 
rate of 7 X  pies per mile was collected from passengers. He quoted facts 
and figures to show that the inter-class was popular i»  S. I. R. and urged on 
the Government to take immediate steps to have inter-class accommodation 
provided in all mail and* passenger trains of the S. I; Railway, both metre and 
broad gauges, and to fix the fare at five pies per mile.

The Light-Houses Bill.
On the 15T H  F E B R U A R Y , the Council of State agreed to the motion of, 

Mr. Corbett that w 1  hjs Council do recommend to the Legislative Assembly that 
the Bill to consolidate and amend the law relating ip the provision, maintenance 
and control of light houses by the Government in British India be referred tp a  
Joint Committee of this. Council and. of the. Legislative Assembly and that the 
Joint Committee 40 consist of 12  members.”

The Law  Member then moved that the bill relating to forests, transit of 
forest produce and duty leviable cn timber and other forest produce be taken* 
into consideration.
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. .  "P16 I S ’ was then taken into consideration and on the motion of the Law  
Member, after certam verbal alterations the bill as amended w a ? p S

Separate Province for the Andhras
On the r6TH  F E B R U A R Y , four non-official resolutions appeared on the 

order paper when the Council met. Mr. Ramadas Pantulu ™ v e i  -
This Council recommends to the Governor-General in Council to advise 

S e  aS ? *  ^ vern??en‘  to take such steps as may be required to constitute 
the Andhra Telngu districts in.o a separate province with a  full measure of 
responsible Government.”  c ot

Mr. Ramadas Pantulu traced the history of this question at great length. 
In particular he referred to the conditions laid down by Mr. Crerar. Home 
Secretary, when a proposition for the separation of provinces on a linguistic 
basis was brought forward last year. A t  that time, the conditions mentioned 
were that the community concerned must express themselves first in the matter 
secondly, that there must be a  strong expression of public trainion and thirdly 

o p tio n  must in the first instance be expressed through the primary and

f  a’ ^hglSla -1VC- Counccil* AU these conditions had been 
held .m dir ? U 4  Andhra distocts. Successive conferences of the Andhras

distinguished persons like Sir B. N . Sarm a, R aia of Panagal and
i g p p l  Bahadur R anjacnan^ra Rao had expressed themselves in favour of a 
separate province. The Andhras were politically-minded, progressive people.
M a d r a s T e p i ^ t ^ ^ r  7  u?.a.nir? lty of °P inion among the Andhra m em ber of the 
Andhf 1 Council in favour of a separate province. The claim of the
Andhras for a separate province was recently conceded by the establishment of
L i d P hea L T T n r buy' •n/ ' f i f dmS f° r- a aePa ra^  province, Mr. Ramadas Pantulu 
rovernm «frd £  h,! , “ ,nd ‘ he constitutional future of India as a  federal form of 
M ? K L  p ’o p in in g  the scheme of Government for the Andhra districts,

said : ( 0  The province is to be a unit of a congeries of 
c^KU°^em  ng Indlan provinces associated for certain purposes under a  respon- 
S l e m o r V n ? X nt ° f  -Tndia a truly federal and quasiTederal basis (2) S  
nrovinpM 1f rovmce n?ust b®  strictly a constitutional Governor. (3) The
on The L S  l f  3  “ n,can}eral> n° t  a bicameral legislature entirely elected 
on the basis of universal adult franchise and on a  system of proportional 
representation by a  single transferable vote. A  second chamber in a  l o L l  leeis- 
wldrh . ^ nte™ plated,by  Section 84-A, Government of Tndia A c ‘ , is a g r a J e d a S  
w h m h ^ to  be guarded against. (4 > The Executive sh w ld  be u n d ivid S  and 
fn ^ h y iSh<?U, d comP'etely disappear. The Executive should be fully responsible 
to the legislature. (5) The province should enjoy as complete a measure of 
fiscal autonomy as is compatible with its relations to thi Central Government 
and any agreed scheme of financial adjustments between the two. (6 ) Civil 
lnA',CCo8^ ° a d k® organis®d and recruited on a provincial basis except such all- 
India services as may be agreed upon between the Provincial and the Central 
Governments. Covenanted Indian Civil Service should be abolished, (j ) The 
Government of India should also be a  Government responsible to the legislature 
The defences of the country will be the exclusive province of the Central Govern-

The resolution was put and lost, 28 voting against and 11 for.
Road and Railway Bridge at Mangalore.

D r. Ram a Rao moved his resolution asking that Netravati Bridge near 
Mangalore on the S. I. Railway line be made available Also for cart t r a * ^

and neighbouring^ villages of Ullal, FermanOor, K dtek aretc  
He said that owing to congestion in Mangalore and consequent u n h e a lth in ^  

‘ he town ‘ his extension was decided upon by Mr. Vibert a  former
^ r̂ ° “ th .R an.ara aad the village o f Ullal is now growing 5 5 ? ?  k S tS S S S  
garden city through private enterprise resembling M alabar Hill nf n  Sp!f nd!d 
all respects. The Netravati river between Mangakirfe And u L i  • f  B oJnbay ™  
except by boats and during the floods, S S t  reOdeSd 1 J S  “ °.t fordibl« 
He requested the Government to make Someprovlsion S f S t  r i f f i  1B\P°S8ible* 
radw ay bndge »bich h e-said  cou|d be V Z S S t y t g F f f f  * |  £
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already meant and suitably constructed for the purpose and thus give some relief 
to suffering Mangaloreans. The resolution was withdrawn.

Utilising Interest on Muslims’ Desposits

Sir Ebrahim Jaffer moved that steps be taken to make available for the 
improvement and expansion of Muslim education all interest accruing from 
deposits in postal savings banks and Government Securities belonging to Mussal- 
mans who do not, owing to religious scruples, receive interest therefrom and 
that this arrangement be given immediate effect in the provinces m which 
Muslim public opinion is agreeable to the scheme. The mover pointed out that a 
summary of the opinions of provincial and other minor Governments as forwarded 
to the Government of India on the subject showed that the majority of Muslims 
consulted are in favour of the formation of a  fund for the purpose he had 
suggested and the majority consider that no serious religious susceptibilities of 
the community will be offended. The majority of local Governments also did 
not raise any objection in the scheme. There was a  slight opposition to the 
proposal on the part of a  minority and for this reason he had moved in his 
resolution that the scheme be put into immediate operation only m provinces
where there was no special opposition. . J

The motion was declared carried, the Government not challenging a division.

Revision of Court Fees.
On the 22N D  F E B R U A R Y , Mr. P. C,.Deiskachari moved for the appointment 

of an expert committee with a non-official majority to revise the Court Fees A ct  
and the schedule thereto in such a manner as to pitch the scale of court fees as 
low as possible consistently with the production of revenue just sufficient to cover 
all sorts of administration of civil justice. He said that capital expenditure 
should be borne by the general taxpayer while the cost of maintenance alone 
w odd be borne by litigants. He was not for increasing litigation but honest 
litigation should not be checked. The existing schedule was very defective inas­
much as there was no scientific adjustment in rate. His purpose m asking 
for an enquiry was to see that there was a  more equitable and rational basis of 
levying fees. He suggested levying of initial fees and then increasing the 
rate so that there should be no element of taxation but only of penalty. The 
resolution was lost.

Restrictions on Medical Practitioners.
D r U  Rama Rao moved that restrictions now imposed on registered medi­

cal practitioners who did their own dispensing in respect of such matters as 
maintenance of detailed accounts for opium preparations prescribed or dispensed 

them as medicines for their patients be relaxed. . . . .
^ D r Rama Rao said that the Excise Department was rather harsh on the 

medical* piofession when it demanded of them to maintain detailed accounts 
for everv little bit of o ium. they prescribed and dispensed, especially when 
such small dosls in combination w ilt other drugs could not induce the drug 
h ab itT n  a Patfont or produce intoxication. While a licenced opium vendor 
could sell one tola of opium at a time to any individual who asked for it and 
when that individual could dexterously manage to get as much opium as he 
wanted provided he did not possess more than one tola with' him at a time. 
He failed^to see why a  medical man alone could not be trusted more than the 
S e n se d  vendor and should be harassed and treated as if he were a suspect. 
He wanted the Government to be more generous to the profession and asked 
S L T r e l a x V h o s e  excise rules so as to give them less worry and more freedom

0f “  M ? "  I S *  pointed out that it was a provin-
cial subject *  The Government of India had, in pursuance of their international 
o b l i g a S s ,  given certain solemn undertakings in respect of poisonous drugs

which the^could^not ^  Qf ^  debate might be forwarded

to local Governments. M r. Brayne agreed to this course. Thereupon D r, Ram * 
Rao withdrew the repolutioi},
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Societies’ Registration A ct Amendment.
Mr. Khaparde next stood up to sponsor the Bill of Mr. Kelker to amend 

*“ e. Societies’ "Registration A ct in order to allow political associations to be 
registered. Mr. H aig, Home Secretary, supported the Bill but suggested two 
verbal amendments which were agreed to. The Bill, as amended, was then 
passed without discussion. The House then adjourned.

Discussion On South African Agreement.

On -the 23R D  F E B R U A R Y  the terms of the South African settlement were 
discussed in the Council on-the motion of Sir Dinsha W acha conveying to the 
Governor-General in Council the appreciation of the Council of the results 
achieved by.the Government of India Delegation to the recent Rttund Table  
Conference on the Indian question and expressing the hope that the direct 
relations that have now been established may eventuate in lasting amity between 

anc* ^ ou^ 1 Africa: by a  satisfactory settlement of any questions that might 
still require adjustment.

Sir Dinsha W acha in moving the resolution said it was the echo of the 
Upt o SM. wish expressed by the members of this House after Sir Mahomed 
naoibullah had made his statement the other day. He traced the South African  
problem and pointed out how a t  one time the exasperation of the Indian com­
munity had reached a climax threatening a  Retaliation Bill in the Central 
Legislature. Fortunately the statesmanship of the Indian rulers and the com- 
monsense of the people withstood all such attempts and now they were in a  
position to congratulate each other on the happy settlement reached. It was 
tae 8j5 en^0!is efforts of Lord Reading which very nearly found a via media 
and then in Lord Irwin they had another Viceroy who was equally patient and 

**%nij0USr 45  fighting the Indian cause. Circumstances also favoured, for.the 
attitude of General Hertzog had considerably changed for the better and not 
only General Hertrog but also South African Statesmen understood the feeling 
ana sentiments of the Indian people. These circumstances were very fortunate 
and created a favourable atmosphere for the Round Table Conference. Combined 
with this there was the best selection of representatives from India made by 
Lord Irw ins Government. Everybody expected a favourable settlement and 
tins nad now been achieved. The delegation from India want to work some- 
S B f l  • J j - e ?Pln * Locarno. The spirit of Locarno was there in South 
A frica and Sir Dinsha .W acha hoped that this spirit would continue so that 
other points which required adjustment might also be achieved.

Sir Mahomed Habibullah, replying, felt more embarrassed to-day than 
wnen he announced the settlement, because encomiums were gracefully lavished 
upon him and other members of the Delegation. But for the enthusiastic 
co-operation Of his colleagues they would not have been able to achieve much 
good. Indeed the whole delegation worked as a team and the results accomplished 
were really potential o f the good which was yet to come. Mr. Gandhi had 
described the position as a change of attitude on the part o f the Union Govern­
ment from one of remorseless hostility to generous toleration. This connoted 
a change of heart and When this was achieved they could confidently trope that 
the problems in South Africa would g o  on solving themselves in future. The 
first change was effected by the marvellous work of the Paddison Deputation 
and the restraint exercised by party leaders in the central legislature and the 
Indian press and the public. Indeed, last year the atmosphere had reached the 
boiling point when Lord Reading with his usual sagacity and statesmanship 
summoned a  conference of party leaders not to bring any motion which would 
result in farther embittering the relations that existed at that time between 
India and South Africa. The advice was accepted and now they were all in a 
position to see the wisdom of the coarse. A t the same time he wished to nav 
a handsome tribute to the wisdom, sagacity and statesmanship of the M in isw ^  
in South Africa who were quite anxious to explore all possible means o f solving
L « t ri?bi r ^ . wh,? H fo r , decades had agitated the public mind both here a L n !  
South A frica. In particular S  r Mahomed referred to General u V

D r.

•m
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clergyman, the acute intellect of Ta journalist and the diplomacy of an adminis­
trator. He also acknowledged the large-hearted hospitality extended to the 
delegation ever since their arrival in .South Africa and till the moment ot their 
departure. I  ' I m  . .

,  Referring to Mr. Ramadas Pantulu’s complaint that the legislature was not
consulted before ratifying the agreement, Sir Mahomed referred to the usual 
practice of the Government of India which, in the case of treaties and agree­
ment’s never consulted the legislature before ratification. This was the case 
in the mother of Parliament as well. W hy, D r. Malan, the Minister of the 
Interior of a democratic Government himself, announced the terms in the bouth 
African Parliament by saying that the settlement had been ratified and that 
the Parliament could discuss it later ? Ad mitting for the sake of argument that 
the legislature had a righ fto  be consulted before ratification, then bir Mahomed 
felt sure that the Council would have given whole-hearted support to it and 
there would have been nothing like acrimonius discussion thereon. However, 
he noted Mr. Ramadas Pantulu’s point that political and municipal tranchise 
was not conferred on Indians in South Africa. He felt sure that as feelings 
between the two countries would grow and the atmosphere gained accession ot
strength on the side of Indians the grant of these rights would adjust themselves
to the prevailing conditions. The settlement now arrived at might be regarded 
as a  prelude to the possibility of such a condition. Mr. Pantulu had remarked 
that South African Indian opinion must be consulted on this settlement. 
According to a Reuter’s telegram received to-day, it appeared that all shades 
of opinion in the Cape Province applauded the Indian agreement (Swarajist 
Benches : Hear. hear). So, there need be no misgivings on that score.

Proceeding, Sir Mahomed acknowledged the services to India of Mr U  K  
Andrews who acted as a valuable link between the delegation and the Indian 
community in South Africa. Concluding he said :— ‘‘ I f  I  may borrow a simile 
our deputation was like a body of medical practitioners who were summoned 
to South A frica to examine a patient whose conditions had been pronounced to 
be critical and who was suffering from a chronic disease. W e went there, we 
examined the patient, diagonised the disease and applied &
While leaving the patient, we returned with the satisfaction that he had turned
the corner. That does not mean that he does not need further nursing and 
looking after. He will continue to be nursed and treated. W e hope that from
day to-day he will make progress until he is himself again. i.

The resolution was adopted unanimously amidst general cheers. The Council
then adjourned; . ,

Agricultural indebtedness.
On the 24 T H  F E B R U A R Y , Mr. V . Ramadas Pantulu moved his resolution 

recommending the adoption of measures for the reduction °^ .^ r{c u itu ra l indeb- 
tedness in India and to establish land mortgage banks to provide the agriculturists 
with long term and easy and .productive credit. Mr. Ramadas described the 
position of the agriculturists as one of chronic poverty leading to low a&ricultuiai 
production. There had been no organised attempt in J o
question as a  whole. The fact, however, was known that agricultura1 “ debtedness 
amounted to 600 crores and there was general agreement that this ' “ debtedn ss 
was increasing. Low economic efficiency of the ryot led to de|er' ^ tl0n !i f  “ ‘ 1 
impaired the productivity of land. Land being a national asset, the d r iv e d  
bound to preserve its economic state. Moreover, it was the State which derived 
most o f fts income from land. Mr. Ramadas quoted
Maclagan in support of his agrument and opined that the bestJ £ eth^ r :°fj £  “|  

, tlie problem was to establish land m ortgage banks to provide agriculturists
with long term easy and productive credit. . }A h  1

Continuing Mr. Ram adas Pantulu said that these bank^could not be started 
without State aid. This State aid should take the form of
ing assessment value of lands. Secondly, the interest of debentures shouM be 
guaranteed by State till they become popular. Then the Stabsishould a
invest in mortgage banks mcmeys lying m deposit with it a t little or no interest.
U stly , the T rust Act should be so amended as to permit of investment in banks.
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The Council divided and the resolution was carried. The Council then 

adjourned till the 28th when the general budget waspresented. The Steel Pro* 
tection Bill was discussed on 1 March,

S t e e l  P r o t e c t i o n  B i l l .

On the 1 S T  M A R C H  Sir George Rainey, in moving that the Indian Steel 
Industry Protection Bill as passed by the Legislative Assembly be taken into con­
sideration, spoke for a little over one hour. After briefly referring to the history 
of protective movement of steel industry in this country, he pointed out that three 
classes of steel in Jamshedpur required no fresh protection and they were fish 
plates, 'sleepers and tin bar. H eavy and medium rails and galvanised sheet 
required not only 1 2 #  per cent protection, but for other classes of steel revenue 
duty would give inadequate protection and substantial addition to it was, there­
fore, necessary. After comparing'the difference in duties as existed now and as 
proposed, Sir George Rainey explained that heavy as the drop had been in the 
prices of imported steel, the cost of production had come down even more 
substantially, while the output of finished steel at Jamshedpur promised to be 
half as large again as the output which was believed to represent the full capacity 
of the works in 1924. Continuing, Sir George said that the T a ta  Steel Company 
was hoping now to reduce the cost of production in Jamshedpur and by April 1 9 3 4  
they would be able to dispense with any scheme of protection from the Govern- 
raent. After explaining to the House the method adopted by the T a riff Board 
in fixing the cost of production of steel in Jamshedpur, the speaker went on to 
say that the measure of protection now sought to be given was the difference 
between the fair selling price for Indian manufactures and the estimated price 
at which imported steel entered India. Explaining why purchasers were willing1 
to pay extra to get British steel, Sir George said that British steel was made to 
what was known as the British standard of specification laid down by the British  

% SS0Clatl° ?  in consultation with the users and manufacturers. If  
P a g l  B ".lt,sh 1 »  continental steel could be used to determine the measure 

p ection, it was natural to ask why the 1924 plan should not be adopted.
£  “  m  th? Pn cc °.f  standard steel would become unmanageably high. A part 
trom this, it was impossible to fix the amount of duty unless it could first be 
ascertained wliat proportion of his output the Indian manufacturer would sell 

e purchasers who_ would pay British price and what proportion to those 
w o would only pay continental price. Continuing, Sir George maintained that 

view ot India s treaty obligations it was impracticable to impose a  basic 
BntJLsh s,teel ? nd anti-dumping duties on steel imported from particular 

Fief \  “ ie scheme to combine protective duties with bounties, the speaker 
saia tnat in proportion as protective duties achieved their object the payment of 

oun.ies became financially impossible. On the proposal to differentiate between 
expensive standard steel and cheap standard steel, he said each class supplied 
a  demand and, therefore, differentiation was impossible.

examining at length the alternative schemes Brought forward before 
.  the Assembly Sir George answered the criticism in respect of alleged imperial 

Preference in the Bill. The Government, he said, were actuated by no motive 
other than that India should benefit. A fter explaining the reasons why conti­
nental steel was cheaper because of certain methods adopted in the continent 
for production of such steel, Sir George said that the proposed scheme w as the 
work of an entirely impartial body and had a  strong claim to the endorsement o f  
the council of State.

Mr. Ram adas’s Amendment.

Mr* Y- £ a"ladas PaDtulu then moved his amendment laying down that it
S M f  l th: S r , r r' Gen^ral m ? ounc5! if that , a * ®  under part

S r l ^ c U v e l h e  S ' t  ?  T S
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economic character. The British press and the Anglo-Indian press were gloating 
oyer the committal o f the Assembly to this principle as a  good augury for the 
future o f British trade. Economic objections were equally serious if not more.
The scheme imposed unnecessary burden on the consumer of at least Rs. 40 lakhs 
per annum computed on a cautious basis without benefit to the Indian industry.
T his additional burden, operated to afford a generous measure of preference to 
tjie British manufacturers and put illegitim ate protective duties into the pocket 
o f the Government. The consumers, o f  steel in places like Madras, Bombay, 
Karachi and Burma were compelled* to pay higher prices for continental steel 
with which the T atas did not compete* T h en  there was a  real danger if  
inferior steel was placed on the Indian market at a high cost. H is schem e was 
this. Duties to be imposed were duties proposed in the official scheme for 
British manufactures and called»basic duties. This duty was to bê  uniform on 
steel coming into India from any source instead o f additional duties now pro­
pose^. T o protect T atas against continental competition an amount equal to 
additional duty should be given by way o f bounties. The am ount o these 
bounties would approximately be Rs. 25^  lakhs, a fund from which could be paid 
the excess o f the amount realised by protection duties oyer ordinary^ revenue, 
duties. This- excess was estimated at Rs. 65% lakhs.. The merits o f this scheme 
were th a lit  would eliminate the most objectionable feature o f  securing British 
preference, besides removing unnecessary^ burden from off the shoulders o f the 
consumers. It would- not at any rate ^heighten. it.. It would also prevent the 
Government deriving additional illegitim ate revenue from protective duties and 
finally afford the same protection to Indian  industry as the official scheme without
iis  drawbacks. . „ _

The House then divided and rejected Mr. Pantulu’s amendment by 32 
against r i votes. Clause two was then passed withous opposition.

Sir Sankaran’s Amendment.
Sir Sankaran N air then moved the insertion o f  a  new clause after clause 

two to the effect that if  was shown that there was no difference in quality 
between articles o f British and no%British, manufacture, no protective duty at 
special or differential should be imposed. Sir Sankaran N air said that E ng­
land was anxious to exclude the Luxumberg Steel combine and prevent conti­
nental steel from com peting with her. In the present state o f India’s  mind, 
the Government should not do anything that smacked o f this.

Continuing, Sir Sankaran said that i f  continental steel was satisfactorily 
shown to be o f  the sam e quality as British standard steel, no differential duties 
should be levied. In other words, his am endm ent wanted a  distinction to be 
m ade not between British and continental steel but betw een.standard and non­
standard steel. , „

Sir Sankaran’s am endm ent was thrown, out by 30. against 12. T h e  House,
thereafter, passed all clauses o f the, bill.

BiH Passed.
Mr. Bantulu did not move his other two am endm ents a s they were inter­

related to his first one which had already been rejected* by the House. I
Sir G eorge Rainey then moved that the bill a s  it stood be passed. Seth  

Govindas, in opposing the motion on behalf o f the Congress Party, said they 
were not against the protection o f indigenous industry, but they were strongly  
o p p o sed 'to imperial preference introduced in the bill. Sir George R ainey not 
replying Uie motion was put to vote and carried without division. The House 
then adjourned.

On the 3RD MARCH the C ouncil had a  brief sitting with non-official 
resolutions. Op* the 5th M arch, the H ouse held; a  general discussion or the 
Government o f  India’s B udget.

M alpe-M angalore Line.
On the yTH  MARCH, D r. U . Ram a Rao moved for construction o f  a n e w  

railway line between M angalore and the nearest British territory and that p rov i­
sion  be made for the purpose in the Railway Budget.
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D r. Rama* Rao traced the .history of agitation for railway facilities in South 
and North Canary Districts and said that all proposals had been rejected by 

tpovernment under various pretexts. In view of Mangalore-Malpe line survey 
might be extended and the gap made un. The suggested line, said the mover, 
would bring happiness to people. The motion was ultimately withdrawn.

Compulsory Military "Training For Students.
Mr. fyamadas Pantulu- then urged the adoption of measures of provision of 

compulsory m ilitary training for college students in Indian Universities. Mr. 
Pantulu condemned the educational system which was making weaklings of 
youngmen. Physical education was as necessary as intellectual education. He 
quoted the Esher Committee’s Report to prove that students corps were likely to 
furnish best ^material on, which to build national armv. If he was asked for a  
parallel to his move in oth^r countries he would ask the counter question whether 
any other counry emasculated the nation by law as in India. In the M adras 
University they had already been moving in favour of compulsory military training. 
Continuing, M r. Rajnadas condemned the excuse that during vacations it was 
not possible to look after the arms o f the University Corps. He would ask 
what had become of police stations and other Government offices. Although 
Universities like Benares and Aligarh were demanding compulsory training. 
Government were taking an indefensible attitude. He deplored the lack of 
facilities for military training of Indians either in India or in England. There 
was no danger either^ to the Em pire or to the permanence, of British rule in 
organising a sound national militia as a second lints of defence.

Mr. Desikachari’s Amendmtnt.
Mr. Desikachari opined that the resolution did not realise the difficult res in 

the way of its acceptance. I f  the mover’ s object was provision for military drill, 
and training in arms to that effect the word“ compulSory> ought to give way to 
the words “ further facilities.”

The House without division carried Mr. Ram adas Pantulu’s resolution as 
amended by Mr. Chari.

Combating: Tuberculosis.
Sir Ebrahim  Taffor then moved his resolution for immediate steps tp be 

taken to call a conference to discuss the question of a  provision of tuberculosis 
hospitals, sanatoria and' institutions for training practitioners in tuberculosis 
treatment throughout India. Sir Ebrahim  said the Government could start 
off in a v e r y  definite way to combat the scourgj where they know it existed. 

U. ♦ nnp' the past twenty years there had been a noticeable progressive increase 
in tne extern* x of infection by about fifty perceit over the previous figure. He 
admitted that a  certain  amount of relief work had during the years been under­
go, u . y, the P.rovinc,a1’ ir-nd ««ntral Govei nnenis. But in view of the vastness 
01 tne task, previous efforts had been a bare Tinkering at the problem.;

The resolution was accepted by the Government and passed by the Council 
which then adjourned.

Ccntrol over Medicinal Drugs.
• P,n i be 9 T H  M A R C H , Sir Ebrahim JafTer moved his resolution urcine all nm. 

vine lal Governments to take immediate measures to control the craze for medicinal 
drugs by legisla- tion for sta ndardkation of preparation and Sale of such drusrs 
Sir Ebrahim quoted from discussions at the last Science Congress that there 
a tendency among practitioners to overdose their patients with drugs which meant 
that an enormous amount of money was wasted on medicines. H e did not intend in 

| this resolution to interfere directly with provincial control over ordinary narco tic 
drugs such as opium.because he realised it was a  m atter connected S
revenue and also that excise noliev wan a tm nec*.*~*a  u * . t Wiin exc*se
however, be absolutely no difficulty in seeingthat drues amTdrii sho.nl(1<
manufactured in this country were subiert frT dr’U^S ^rug P ^paration s  
the quality of preparation was at S T  ,,n tn CT ro1 t0 See «
Pharmacopoeia. A llroun d the world there w a s l o r e 'T l f T n i ? '  a,d down in tll«
Suf t „ „ g 4 «  s s s a s

Ml



as narcotics and intoxicants. He, therefore, declared that the fight must be 
waged against threatened dangers to the people of this country.

Ah Amendment.
Sir M. Dadabhoy moved an amendment calling upon all provincial Govern­

ments to control medicinal drug traffic. The resolution as amended was earned.

Amendment of Forests A ct.
Mr. Anugraha Narain Sinha then urged the appointment of;!, committee 

to suggest the amendment of F o re s t  A ct and said that, since M e  passing of 
the measure in 1878, conditions had changed with the resuft that provisions 
were now proving a hardship to the people. With a view, therefore, to so amend 
the A ct as to meet modern requirement, he would urge acceptance of his motion.

Sir Maneckji Dadabhov moved, an amendment to refer the matter to local 
Governments for opinion. The resolution as amended was agreed to.

Indian Delegation to League Assembly 
Sir Phiroze Sethna, moving his resolution in favour of the appointment of 

an Indian to lead India’s delegation to the Assembly of the League of Nations, 
at the next and subsequent sessions, recalled his previous resolutions on the 
subject. He also recalled Mr. D as’s reply last year that the Government hoped 
to appoint an Indian to be the leader. The speaker who was in England at the 
time when the leader was chosen from among Brit,shers last year wrote a 

tn “ Thp Tim es”  of London and had asked whether eminent Indians like 
t -srd Sinha and the Right HrnTjle V . S. Srinivasa Sastri and Sir Ali Iman 
were not considered qualified.to lead the Indian deputation Sir Mahomed Shaft 
and Mr. D as had said on previous occasions that under the existing const,tu- 
t?nn Sfifi Seeretarv of State was ultimately responsible for the matter. To  the 
allegation that the querions before the League of Nations also involved those 
nf international or* forfign relations, Sir Phiroze Sethna replied that the Govern- 
m cn to fln dia had also foreign relations to deal with and asked whether 
Indians in the G ovem m ^t of India were not found qualified for the purpose.
T o  chofiL notnehessaTihr a  member of the British cabinet but always from 
among08the Britishers, 7  t»« leader of the deputation was unwarranted and 

find rnnstituted a slur that there was no competent Indian to lead 
r i  d S a  inn but the (jDvernment of India themselves ought to tell the 
Secretary of State to choose Indian like Sir Mahomed Habibullah who led 
the Indian deputation to South A frica with remarkable success.

The resolution was carriel 25 voting for and 18 against it. The House

adjurned.
Official Bills.

On the 10T H  M A R C H , on 'he motion of Mrv.<L .TK. Das, the Council agreed

mss «  *:latfWIi p S K flt lS  I
Assembly. The amendment was agreed to without discussion and t
amended was passed unanimously.

Members’ Privileges.
Mr V . Ramadas Pantulu then moved the following resolution: This

Council recommends to the Governor-General in Council to give effect to th 
following recommendations of the Committee appointed to enquire into t 
privileges and status of members of the Council of State •

f i l  that members should he permitted to draw  daily allowance for a period
the meeting of the Council instead of

' ’V a s ^ o V
daily rate admissible during a session should b e p a i  S i d e d t h a t  (lie
travelling to and from the place of sitting of the Council provided that tue
same privilege is extended to members of the Assembly *f  ana
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(3) that a member who is a resident of the place in which the Council is 
sitting should be made eligible for daily allowance for the days on which he 
attended a sitting of the House or of a committee of which he is a member.

M r. Ramadas Pantulu traced the history of the question and said that the 
committee had been appointed at the instance of Mr. K . C. Roy who, as a 
Member of the House, had suggested taking up this question in committee 
instead of D r. Ram a Rao’s motion in favour of discussing it in open House. 
The Committee had already made certain recommendations which it was for the 
Government now to carry into effect.

The House divided on the first clause which was rejected by fifteen against 
seven. After the first clause had been rejected, the second and third as amended 
by M r. D as were carried. The Council then adjourned. ■ ^

The Hindu-Muslim Problem.

On the 16T H  M A R C H , after a week’s recess, the Council of State held an 
important sitting with a non-official resolution and amendments of a contentious 
character.

Sir Sankaran N air moved a resolution recommending to the Government 
that the number of members of Legislative Councils in India be not increased, that 
no additional powers be conferred on them expressly or by implication and 
that no further step towards responsible Government be taken until Hindus and 
Mahomedans agree to dispense with ther^lecrtion of members to those Councils 
by separate electorates composed only of Hindus or Mahomedans.

Sir Alexander Muddiman, speaking on behalf of the Government, paid a 
tribute^ to the remarkable manner in which Sir Sankaran N air had moved his 
resolution. He had no hesitation in saying that it was a  remarkable resolution of . 
a remarkable personality and not a backbencher. In the opinion of some, jt 
^ ou'd roean that if effect were given to Sir Sankaran N air’s motion the Reforms 
snould be put °^[ indefinitely until and unless the differences referred to were 
composed. Continuing, the Home Member said that the authors of the Montagu 
t^nelmsford report clearly recognised tliat separate representation would per­
petuate class division and stereotype the existing relations, but they were 
convinced that the present system must be maintained until conditions altered 
even at the price of slower^ progress towards the realisation of common citi­
zenship. The same was the view of the Franchise Committee. A fter mentioning 
1 1 1  I ® #  Councils where separate representation was given to minorities
like Mahomedans, Christians, Anglo-Indians, Non-Brahmins and Europeans, the 
I f f :  Member referred to the evidence given by Sir Sankaran N air before 
tne bouthborough Committee where he was in favour of separate representation

i ^ ° " ' ^ rahm!n. i  to^ause he could not help giving it. Sir Sankaran’s later 
evidence showed that he proposed the method o f reservation of seats and not 
communal electorate. He (the Home Member) knew what it was to suffer 
trom the tyranny of the majority. He was undergoing that tyrantiy for the last 
three years m the Assembly. H e was not surprised at the feeling of apprehen­
sion among minority communities in a country where universal conception of 
relations between majority and minority as existing in England and advanced  
countries had not been fully attained. He knew the short-lived B e n c a ln a c f  
but there were also resolutions of the Muslim League which were not l e C l  ’ 
The majority of the Muddiman Committee was not prepared ^  r t c o m m e n ft e  
substitution of reservation of seats for separate electorates. The viewT of , h l  
minority on the committee were in direct opposition to Sir Sankaran N air’s 
resolution. The Government of India, therefore, had not and could not chance  
its attitude m regard to this question as the demand for separate representation 
of minorities instead of diminishing had continually been on the increase The  
reforms were in some measure responsible for this position. Powef had been 
graually handed over to representatives of the people and the exercise of t W

■our?? ?fstrif<: bet? een t h e grea* communities in t his country. Mr. Jinnah had said that nationalism could not be created bv having
mixed electorates, but Sir Sankaran N air said that it was not possible to W S
nationalism with separate electorates. As Lord Irwin said at P^onaCommand
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representation promoted division. The situation demanded a wide_ measure of 
mutual toleration and until that stage was reached any substantial modifica­
tion of the existing system would largely depend upon the general consent of 
all communities. The Government, said the Home Member, were primarily 
convinced that the relations between Hindus and Mahomedans would have been 
more bitter than what they were now if they had attempted to force on the 
people in 1919 reforms without some form of communal representation. O f 
course, so long as the British Government was in India, they would see that 
the two communities did not break their heads but let the western conception 
of relations between majority and minority be developed. Whatever the result 
of the debate, he hoped that it would proceed in such a manner as to leave 
some room for further progress on the path of reforms.

Mr. Suhrawardy’s Amendment
Mr. Suhrawardy, in moving his amendment, favouring the institution 

of separate electorates*without reducing the majority into a minority or even 
to equality, deplored that Sir Sankaran Nair with his quarter of a century’s 
distinguished public life behind him should have brought forward the resolu­
tion. Mussalmans were in a minority and their educational facilities were not 
many. Sir Sankaran was mistaken if he thought that muslims were opposed 
to further extension of constitutional reforms. On behalf of Bengal, he would 
ask Parliament to grant reforms, but he was bound to say that consistent with 
their position in the country they could not agree to Sir Sankaran’s motion. 
To his mind the joint electorate was the ideal end in view. (Cheers), but in the 
meanwhile mass psychology had to be changed. It might be argued that seats 
might be reserved for Mussalmans. He did not call it altogether a  bitter 
pill, but he would say that Sir Sankaran N air instead of telling Mussalmans to 
give up what little they had should tell the Hindus to observe the spirit of the 
adage “ Live and let live” .

Sardar Jaidev Singh’s Amendment.

Sirdar Jaidev Singh Uberoi explained that Sir Sankaran’ s motive was not 
to retard progress towards Swarai but to apply indirect means of bringing 
about the much desired unity between the communities. To the extent, therefore, 
his resolution deserved welcome, but at the same time they should not forget 
that the authorities of the Montford scheme had distinctly recognised the1 
necessity for communal representation. He would say that the communal 
electorate was certainly an impediment. He, therefore, removed what he called 
a media amendment favouring separate representation of important minorities, 
but he was sure that joint electorates would serve the very purpose of communal 
electorates. A s a Sikh, he would be only too glad to find nis community in a 
joint electorate.

The position of the Congress Party in the Central Legislature on commu­
nal representation was explained by Mr. Ramadas Pantulu. He observed : The  
Congress stands for national unity on a  footing of inter-communal harmony. 
Its scheme of responsible Government is broad-based on what may comprehen­
sively be described as national as opposed *0 sectional or communal ideals. W e  
believe that our salvation lies in clear conception and practical realisation of 
a united India nation. The Congress never accepted the political heresy that 
co-existence in India of communities, cultures, castes and languages is a real 
impediment to the attainment of full nationhood and freedom by the people o f  
this country, but we ate  alive to the fact that nationhood and freedom cannot 
oe attained without our developing a full and practical sense of justice to all 
communities and creeds which is in no way inconsistent with nationalism and 
which alone can safeguard the legitimate rights of minorities in any schemes of 
j>olitical reconstruction of India. It is an inevitable feature at present. This  
position was made perfectly clear in the National Demand placed before the 
central legislature in September 1925 wherein we insisted upon Government 
taking steps to constitute a  suitable agency adequately representative of all 
I ndian, European an 1 Anglo-Indian interests to frame with due regard to the
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interests of minorities a detailed scheme of Self-Government based on the prin­
ciples enumerated in that demand. Representation of communities in India in 
just and adequate proportions in various spheres of national life and activity 
witn safeguards to automaticaiy ensure in time full nationalism and complete 
tW o  rah-on-c o m m u n a lism  is but a corollary to . the practical application of 
uriH ^>fn?iClp es to the solutj on of th)e communal problem. The Congress 

te? ly stands /or securing such just representation through the medium of 
Igjl ^ctorates and joint action on the part of all communities. Undoubtedly, 
inin? A i l? llC ^nd intelligent Hindus and Mahomedans recognise the value of 
alive e:®C’?.ra*es. as great unifying factors in national upbuilding. They are also 
are r n w ,SpUtl ,and disintegrating tendencies of separate electorates and' 
menf T i US- ° f t.their bzm g  serious obstacles to the attainment of Self-Govern- 
unrle^toA«!rre tberefore» a desire on their part to arrive at an honourable

matter which will be for the lasting benefit of their common
some Moslem s^nl tha^ m the attei?Pt l°  effect a satisfactory settlement, 
time l n n l ^ i . d u mdus advocate retention of separate electorates for some 
all traces of milo. f P *  confe?s. tbey do so merely with a view to help to obliterate 
communities”^ ' “ ald,strust which unfortunately mars the relations of the two 
evil' and are esent' Tbey concede that separate electorates are a necessary 
situation which i ^ Ph J arJ  exp®dients to tide over the difficulties of the present 
freedom. This s e m i f V ?  be a Posing phase of our national struggle for 
princinles of the Tna1' ”  x- ™  ltse,f 1S an amP!e vindication of the policy and

^ r e s s .  The Congress is doing all t ?  can 
isnow eneaeinl d bring the two communities together. The question 
leaders and8 no ° i? , attentI0n of all right-thinking Hindus and Moslem
T h e r e n o r f o H h e ^  t0- lead to a settlement will be left unexplored. 
s S  S  A  l  C a  '  Committee of the Congress will be presented very , .

he d M f r t f e r ^ l  S *r Sankaran Nair v/orded his resolution in the extreme form 
of draw pointed attention of the Council to the manifest dang”
W sproM salto ^toDaH b.eth0Uld n°-  have exPccted either community to accept 
c o n ^ ^ 0|St0? ,a11 Pu™ ber constitutional advance even in the contingency
ment between the t i l™ ' The IP?tter tis. essentially one for negotiation and settle- 
to ag?ee to a^v I  co“ ,tle.s- h  !*. therefore, impossible for Congressmen 
hold fact cornmitments m anticipation of such a settlement. While we
realisation °we ldea s °.f nationalism and have an abiding faith in their ultimate 
one suelecte^ • ,u°gnise ,that there are no short cuts to that goal such as the 
E b f  in n ,'l .  '£ *  That lies unwisdom, for wc shall p £ !

™ d  p e l p l ^ l M h J ? 3 omtoLfon,te<i m“ " S' S " ,h° “

cjj'r ’s a’s,° another reason for our inability to support the resolution
f l d S S N a lr r rl0° ¥  an iraP°rtant consideration in seeking to a S  
Moslem nrob "e? edy to the rwhoIe o f India- In many provinces the Hindu? 
uniform Pnm  do.es not exist f?r al1 practical purposes. If Simultaneous and 
to communaf d-ct,’S “ 0t P.raet,cable or attainable in all provinces in India owing 
den^ng fnrf}Lr a arm° ny ,n S0™e Provinces, that is no conceivable reason for 
able n f p“ ‘h advance to provinces in which Hindus and Mahomedans are 
Provinces maPeratK putting th®‘.r shoulders to the wheel of progress. Such 
vinces thV iS« serve, as obJect lessons and demonstrate to other pro-
Progress ° bencfi s o f mutual trust and communal harmony as leading to speedier

:eleetoratecUahcr^ l dy-S a “ e? d“ enfc which seeks to instal separate communal 
undoiiKtlii 1 - basic and fundamental principle of the Indian constitution is 
electorate ! a .most retrograde proposal. I beg of the advocates of separate 
co m m it?? ’ bc lbey rlmdus or Moslems— there are such advocates in both the 
dem a.«rUlf?*7 t0 Pause and give a calm thought tp the implications of their

Ifthe al?  of my Hon’ble friend who moved the amendment is to 
>s it J S *  ir-?tlf n ° J 5tro“ g Moslem representatives through separate electorates 
return 0t llkeV  Jhat Hindus who are in a majority m  many provinces will also 

rn aggressively communal Hindus to the elected bodies? How will this
3 0 (a)



process help the Moslem minoritiesi to_ secure
of both communities come through the same electorates, are
changes for larger manifestation of good feeling and C Q -o p erat'o n ^o n gth em Y
Again, my Hon’ble friend speaks of effective representation. May I .know ho
a minority tan ever be effectively represented even on a communal basis in a
province ’ like Madras where the Moslems form about 7 per.cent o f ih e :FL°P“J*-
tion? If they are given 15  per cent of the elected seats, can they have effective
representation? How can 15 Moslems enforce their views against 85 non-
moslems? No minority can become effective unless it is converted^ into
majority or an equality. It * f §
patriotism that the good sense of the majority is developed not o override the 
rights of minorities. It is this conviction that led Indian, Christian and I'arsi
communities to favour all along joint electorates. .

If, however, extraneous safeguards are desired for ^preventing^ majorities
from treading upon the corns of minorities, then we shall 
o r two expedients. W e must either invest the executive with large residuary 
powers of interference to protect minorities or secure statutory safeguards by 
enacting suitable provisions in the fundamental laws of the constitution against 
infringement by majority communities of religious and social rights of minorities. 
M v Moslem brethren will not stand to gain anything by vesting in the executive 
large residuary powers. If the executive Government functions as a  responsible 
Government, it must necessarily yield to the popular will which is synonymous 
with the will of the Non-Moslem majority and will be impotent to protect the 
interests o f Moslem minorities. If the executive on the other hand, continues 
to be irresponsible to the legislatures, neither the Moslems nor the Hindus will 
ever get self-government. The alternative which is the proper course, therefore, 
for all minorities is to ask for enacting safeguards m fundamental laws of the 
constitution. This was already recognised and expressly provided for in the 
National Demand in which representatives of all parties in the central legislature 
have joined. Let us not, therefore, commit political suicide by perpetuating 
communal electorates. Notwithstanding most extreme forms imaginable in 
which the honourable movers of the original resolution and the amendment 
clothed their respective proposals, I trust that this debate will not add to the 
existing tension but will on the other hand, serve as as opportunity for frank 
and free discussion of a  vital problem with a view to its satisfactory solution. 
I hope at all events that it will bring home to the minds of the people the truth 
that if India is privileged to have even a distant vision of the promised land, 
it should see with both its tyes, and if India is to breathe the air of freedom 
eventually it should also do so with both its lungs, the Hindu and Moslem 
communities.

Sir Sankaran N air’s Reply to the Debate.
Mr. G. S. Khaparde having reserved his amendment limiting communal 

representation to the terms of the Lucknow pact, Sir Sankaran Hair replied to 
the debate. He said his idea of the word minority had been much misunder­
stood. Mahomedans in Bengal were not a  minority community. Similarly 
M adras Non-Brahmins were in a majority and still all these claimed communal 
representation. W as it being contested, asked Sir Sankaran Nair, that even 
if there should be only five persons of a particular community in any one 
province, as for instance Sikhs in M adras, they should have a separate elec­
torate? Continuing he instanced the case of Europeans who, though returned 
to the Council in small numbers, stated their case well and briefly and trusted 
to the common sense of the house. If the decision was perverse, they looked to 
the executive Government to override the council’s decision in their favour. 
That ought to be, in his opinion. attitude of the minority communities.

Resolution Withdrawn.
A ll amendments having been lost without division, Sir Sankaran N air  

withd raw the resolution.
Constitution of Advisory Committees.

M r. Ramadas Pantulu then moved for modification of rules relating to

a40 (t) THE COtJNClt O f  STATE tNEW



2 1  m a r . * 2 ;]  P R E S I D E N S H I P  O F  T H E  C O U N C IL  240(c)

constitution of departm ents advisory committees to provide for election of all of 
™ ‘ r m.embH s ' nstead of electing panels from which members were selected at 
I w f nt* • e m° ver said that self-respect demanded that all members for 
these committees should be elected.

The resolution was rejected, the mover not challenging a division.
Presidentship of ;the Council.

.. On the 21 S T  M ARCH  Sir Sankaran N air moved his resolution favouring 
rm ,atDt  ^ “ ent of tbe 9 0vernment of India A ct so as to provide for the Governor- 
ueneral being the President of the Council and said he desired to restore the old 
r»,thV<ie u .tain!n& ' n tbe Imperial Legislative Council. The President, he said, 

ugnt to be impartial and a  paid permanent Government Officer could not be 
t w f t f usP1Glon .in- the Present transition stage. Moreover, it was not a civilian 
mat snoutd preside over the destinies of the House, but one who was nurtured in 
raditions of democracy. He thought a parliamentarian was better likely than a  

civilian to relay and favourably interpret the rules and’ regulations. From his
e5fPerience in the past, he would say the Viceroy as President of the House 

was a living reality*

H ™ C° ntmU,,ng’ f 1?  S a h a r a n  N air said that, when the Viceroy could not find 
time, a member of the Executive Council could preside.

Mr. Desikachari’s Amendment.
-^ ^ ik a d u ri moved an amendment providing for the appointment 

t an elected^ non-official member as President of the House. The object of the 
ih»Vernnien -iofIncl la A.0.1 being to vest more power in elected representatives of 
pfo^edings^orA ^H ou ^e * *at tliey should be S iven opportunities of guiding the 

The amendment was lost without a divison.

Mr. Ram adas’s Amendment.
p  Ramadas Pantulu moved another amendment for the election of the
th» b^ “ i®  Council of State from among the elected members subject to 

pvejnor-General’s approval. He declared that bicameral system of legis- 
wniiia m tb? V ®ntral Government India had come to stay and the reform 
with *£ert 1 y g0 t0 imProve tbe upper chamber. If the Assembly was eutrusted 

u -task of c!ecting its own Prosident, there was nothing against this
•House being entrusted with the same right.

The amendment, on being put to division, was rejected by 32 votes against 10. 
m e n fV e 'iu  a“ tulu« speaking on Sir Sankaran’s resolution, opposed the appoint- 
it , Governor-General to the Presidentship of the Council of State. He said 
oni,, unoesirable for the Governor-General to preside over the House not 
tenrt»a1 ..aCC0UI1  ̂ 9  ̂*be Personal difficulties of H is Excellency but also because it 

a a to go against the progressive nature of the constitution.
over 11,1 Ta r a n  N airi replying, said that if an executive official should'preside 
the dell° erations of the House, it was much better to have the Viceroy for 

purpose. The motion was rejected.

W arran t of Precedence.
a s s ig n ™  ^ ar? sarandas tben moved a  resolution favouring steps to secure 
Council a suitable place in the W arran t of Precedence to.Members of the
Maior a  w,Stav i  Assembly and Provincial Councils. Sir Um ar H ayat Khali and 

J S ‘ a K b a?  supported the motion, the later with some reservation, 
onlv tn A l tbur Froom moved an amendment restricting the scope of the motion 
which mcmbers of the Council of State. Mr. Chari supported the amendment 

was accepted by Lala Ramsarandas. The motion as amended was agreed to.
Debate on Currency Bill. ' ~

the Conned 24™  M A R CH  tbe Currency bill was taken up for consideration in 
M  1 ‘ he motion of M r. Brayne. ,

affeci fi°, Bra.yne Said tbat tbe amendments made in another place did * » «  
nienf main principles of the bill, which had been widely discussed. A d iJst  

nt m Prices had taken place more on the side of ’ is. 6d. ratio tliaa on the

#flf



side o f  i s . 4d. The charge that the Government had effected manipulation in 
order to maintain exchange a t is. 6d. was unfair and unfounded* If is* 6d« 
ratio was adopted* then it would mean definite remission of provincial contribu­
tions. Otherwise, there would be additional taxation or po remission. Reversion 
to is. 4d. ratio combined with reduction of salt duty would mean deficit of 
about Rs. 5 crores in 192728, and larger deficits in future years. The effect 
of this action on the credit of India and on her powers to borrow would be 
appalling. He, therefore, asked the House to look at one picture which w’as one 
of continuing ana abiding prosperity and another which was one of gloom and 
disappointment.

Sir Maneckjee Dadabhoy, Member of the Currency Commission, was the 
first to speak on the motion. He warmly protested against the attacks^ made by 
irresponsible members in the Assembly on the members of the Commission who 
were not there to defend themselves. As for himself, he did not resent the 
accusations. But it was his duty to defend Sir Henry Strakoch who had been 
described as having muddled the currency in South Africa and also muddled 
the currency in India. It was regrettable that Sir Purushottamdas Thakurdas, 

- himself a  member, had not the gallantry enough to protest against this charge, 
especially when Sir Purushottamdas had, in his own speech, showered encomiums 
on both the Right Hon’ble Hilton Young and Sir Henry Strakcch. His attitude 
was of great significance a t the same time. He repudiated Sir Purushottamdas’s 
charge that is. 6d. ratio was a broad day loot. This charge meant that the 
Commission had made up its mind for is. 6dv which was not the case. If any 
one on the Commission^ had made up his mind on the ratio, it was Sir Purushot­
tamdas Thakurdas whom the Government should not have selected for that 
reason. For had not that member made himself responsible fcr the two bills 
asking the Government to fix the ratio a t is. 4d.? The selection of Sir Purushot­
tamdas was not fair to the Government or to Sir Purushottamdas himself.

Amendment to Ratio Clause.
On Sir Arthur Froom’s suggestion the question was put and the bill was 

taken into consideration.
Seth Govindas, moving his amendment favouring is. 4d. averred that India 

was not bound down by the Commission’s recommendations, for the Ccmmisskn 
itself was prejudiced in favour of foreign capitalists and the Government tfficials. 
As agriculturist and businessman himself, he claimed to know the real interests 
of the agricultural population. He did not subscribe to the proposition that the 
ratio was less important than gold standard or gold currency. He contended 
that prices had by no means come down as alleged. The Indian agricultuiists 
consumed only 7 per cent of the imports. They would certainly lese by is. 6d. 
ratio. The Governments action was like robbing Indian Peter to pay English 
Paul and that Sir Basil was like Nero fiddling when Rome was burning. W as the 

■ « Council going to vote for a  ratio  which would result in the shutting down of mills 
and other industrial concerns and result m lock-outs and labour disturbances?

The Council divided on Seth Govindas’s amendment for is. 4d* ratio and 
rejected it by 31 against 10 votes. The House then adjourned.

On the 25TH MARCH the Council re-assembled to discuss the amendments 
in respect of clauses other than clause four of the Currency Bill.

Seth Govindas and Mr. P. C. Desikachari respectively moved their amend­
ments recommending the institution of an independent gold mohur in India. 
Seth Govindas averred that the policy adopted since 1809 was inculcating more 
suspicions in popular mind that the Government instead of giving India a gold 
currency and gold coin according to her desire were taking away all available 
gold to England when India wanted gold. She was forced to a token currency 
which she did not like. ■

Mr. Desikachari m ade a  passionate appeal in support of his amendment 
for minting of gold mohurs. He challeged *ny member to deny that there was 
a  demand for gold coins.

Both the. amendments of Seth Govindas and Mr. Desikachari were defeated 
by 27 against 10 vote^.

*40(d) THE COUNCIL OF STATE ” [h r w  d BLh I
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Lala Ramasaradas’ amendment opposing demonetisation of sovereign was 

ruled out of order and Mr. K. S. Roy Chowdliry unsuccessful moved two amend­
ments on purchase of gold a t Currency Office,

All clauses of the Bill having been passed, Mr. Brayne moved the third
reading of the Bill. ,

The Bill was passed without division, Swarajists and few others crying f  No.” 
Gold Standard and Reserve Bank Bills.

On the motion of Mr. Brayne, the Council agreed to the Assembly’s re­
commendation to refer the gold standard and Reserve Bank and Imperial Bank 
Bills to a joint Committee of both the Houses consisting of 28 members.

Finance Bill Passed.
On the 26TH MARCH the Finance Bill which was passed by the Assembly 

was discussed in the Council.
Mr. Brayne pointed out that the Assembly’s reduction of salt duty to 

As. 10 meant a little over 3 crores of loss in the revenue and corresponding 
effects on the Government programme of remission of provincial contributions.

Sir Omar Hayat Khan moving the restoration of the salt tax to Re. 1/4 
characterised the agitation for the reduction of the duty as  a  bogus war cry and 
also criticised the late Mr. Gokhale in this connection.

The House divided and carried Sir Omar Hayat Khan’s amendment by 
28 against 9.

Reduction of Postal Rates.
Seth Covindas then moved his amendment for the reduction of postal rates 

making post cards available a t quarter of an anna. He said the loss would be. 
only 86 lakhs and hoped the Government would manage to face the loss of this 
small sum.

The amendment was rejected by 26 against 14 votes.
Amendment on Super-Tax.

Lala Ramsarandas moved an amendment to the super-tax schedule of the 
Finance Bill reducing the company super-tax to one anna per rupee in excess 
of the total of Rs. 50,000 of the total income and seeking to absolve the joint- 
Hindu family income of the first Rs. 25,000 over the excess. The amendment 
dealt with all forms of super-tax. The mover said that monied people rendered 
loyal service to the Government during war time. Appealing to the Finance 
Member to agree to the amendment he urged that the income ought to be 
determined by actual amount of savings.

The amendment was rejected without a division.
Clause of the Finance Bill having been separately passed, Mr. Brayne 

tnoved that the Bill as amended be passed.
. After the Finance Member’s reply the Finance Bill was passed without 

division. The only change made to the Bill was that the Salt Tax was! restored 
o Rs. 1/4 mound. The House then adjourned to the 29th March wnen after 
transactions of purely formal business, the Council adjourned “ Sine die” . 1

1 •



The Legislative Assembly.
B u d g e t  C u t s  i n  19 2 5 . 2 6 ,

On the 3RD FEBRUARY 1027 the following statement was laid on the table 
0 / the Assembly by Sir Basil Blackett, in reply to Mr. Doraiswami Iyengar’s enquiry 
regarding the action taken by the Government on the token of censure cuts made 
in budget demands by the Assembly during the years 1924, 1925 and 1926. The 
statement runs : In the budget for 1924-25 there was only one token cut, that of 
Rs. 100 un er the demand for forest. The points brought up in the discussion 
related to : (a) the delay in the decision* about the training of Indian Forest 
Service probationers a t the Forest Research institute and College, Dehra Dun 
and (b) the rate of Indianisation in the Indian Forest Service. The training of 
Indian Forest Service probationer commenced at the Forest College, Dehra Dun 
from November 1926. As regards Indianisation, out of 19 vacancies filled by 
direct recruitment during 1925 and 1927, 9 were filled by Indians, 2 by Burmans 
and 7 by Europeans, while of the 7 vacancies which are anticipated in 1927 
and 1928 henceforward recruitment of Indians and Europeans will be in propor­
tion of 75 to 25.

In the budget for 1925-26 there were token cuts of Rs. 100 each under 
the demands for (a) taxes on income; (b) salt and (c) opium. As regards
(a) the question of amending devolution rule 15 was discussed a t the conference 
of financial representatives in November last in the light of recommendations 
of the Taxation Committee. It is now under the consideration of the Govern- 
ment. As regards the cut under (b) the question of making India self-supporting 
in the matter of salt raised by Mr. Venkata pa thi raj u in moving the token cut 
fr*3 frcen under consideration but no final decision has yet been reached. As 
regards the cut under (c) reference is invited to the press communique dated 
12th June 1926 announcing gradual abolition of the export trade in opium in the 
course o ften  years as well as to the resolution of the Finance Department 
(central Revenues) dated 17th Tune regarding the consumption of opium in 
India. 1 he internal policy of the Government of India in regard to opium has 
not undergone any modification. The resolution quoted simply reaffirmed the 
policy previously m existence. Their external policy had been under considera­
tion independently for some time and the decision mentioned was a  direct 

■m consequence of their international obligations.
railway budget, there had been the following token c u t s (1) One 

of Rs. i,ooo on a motion by Mr. Joshi in 1926-27J to call attention to the neces- 
thlrd cfass railway fares. The Government have actually 

many r a i lw a y s . . .^  One of Rs. 100 on a  motion by 
S S B tf  and one of Rs. 100 in the same year, on a
^  Mr# M‘ ? \A ch a ry a  and one of Rs. 1,000 by Mr. Joshi in 1925-26 andone of Rs. i°o on a similar motion by Mr. Ghaznafar Ali Khan’s amendment 
^ : ^ ya.PrraS?-d W  an 4  ,Mr- Schamnad Sahib Bahadur in 1926-27 to draw  
T h ^ rv f1 1°  Iadian{3atl°n either o f the Railway Board or the railway services.
datioiS°nffh^Tnt r aVC .ac.ccPt.cd and 80 have railway companies the recommen­
dations of the Lee Commission in this respect. (3) One o ' Rs. 1,000 in 1026-2?
redressmtlp °n *by Mr“ *r' Achaurya .to draw attention to alleged failure to redress the grievances of railway subordinate employees. The grievances alleged 
are not adm itted and no special action has been taken. grievances alleged
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B i l l s  C e r t i f i e d  i n  1 9 2 4 -  2 6 ,
On the 15T H  F E B R U A R Y  in the Assembly Mr, Graham replying to the 

question of Diwan Chamanlal regarding the number of Bills certified by the 
Governor-General during 1924-26, said : These are two, namely, the Indian 
Finance A ct 1924 and the Bengal Criminal Law  Amendment Supplementary 
A c  ̂ I9 2 5* The Indian Finance A ct 1924 was presented to the Parliament on 
19th May 1924, two months after certification of the date of presentation. The 
Bengal Criminal Law  Amendment (Supplementary) A ct 1925 was not com­
municated to the Government of India but presentation presumably took place 
*Vter.approxim ately the same interval from certification as in the case of 
tne Finance A ct 1924. Certification took place in the case of the Indian 
fin an ce A c t on 19th March 1924 and in the case of the Bengal Criminal 
Law  Amendment (Supplementary) A c t 1925 on 24th March 1925. A s  the 
(jovernor-General made the direction referred to in proviso to sub-section (2) 
ot section 67-B, in case of both these acts, the assent of His Majesty was not 
required. The various sections of the Indian Finance A ct 1924 became opera- 
tive on the date appointed in each section. The Bengal Criminal Law  Amend­
ment (Supplementary) A ct 1925 became operative on the date of the Governor- 
general s direction under proviso to sub-section (2) of section 67-B of the Govern 
m.ent of India A ct, namely 30th M arch 1925.

Mr. Rangaswami Iyen gar: Has there been any bill which has been reserved 
or assent of His Majesty before becoming law ?

Mr. G raham : Princes Protection A ct only.

1
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The Legislative Assembly
O P E N I N G  D A Y — 1 9 T H J A N U A R Y  1 9 2 7 .

The Third Legislative Assembly under the reformed constitution met 
at eleven in the morning on the 19th January in the Council House, New 
IJelhi. It was a fairly full house with over 100 members attending. Mr. 
Katnaswami, ex-President of the Madras Legislative Council, was in the 
chair. The business on this day was confined to only swearing in of 
members. .

w  Aft7  oth9 oath' ta tin8 ceremony was over, the Assembly agreed on the 
motion of bir Basil Blackett to elect members not exceeding fourteen to 

i Finance Committee and on a similar motion by Sir Charles 
el®ct members not exceeding eleven to the Standing Finance

f f t Tt bDpki -*  railway®- Finally> fct® House agreed to eleot eight members ior tne rublic Accounts Committee.

Mr. p^tel to Hi a the House re-assembled to elect
as all seotSn? °hair' Tber0 W  a cheerful atmosphere about the House
^atulatoS UDamm°us in favour of Mr. Patel’s election. After con-
Excellenwth? v°he® f»r0m both the offioial and non-official benohes Hia
chair amidst aonl^ erf°-y 8 (appro7,alT aa ?nnounced- Mr. Patel then took the acclamation from alludes of the House.

n  ^ r* ®* Detention Denounced.
excitement w h ^ ^  JANUARY the House met in an atmosphere of some 
question of M, 8 ?  adjournment of Pandit Motilal to raise the
order by the PrAaM* *.° 81 a <̂e*}enue» was discussed. This was held in
and discussion 't t S S t  and. as B0,. °b?eofci?n was taken, leave was granted 
business of the House* °° lmmediately after the conclusion of the normal 

Pandit MotiM \r . • t
the motion did not i^ .mo,ying tbe adjournment of the House’ said
Prisoners or the J j  toJ he laTg»r question of release of political 
they were detained w  °ri * j  amendment of the so-called law under which 
t>er of the House Kk « 483 0nly to the d0tention of an elected mem- 
of tile House and t h . T u ?  a v0ry serious encroachment on the privileges 
which unanimous!v j  only of fche member but of the constituency 
Pandit remarked thaf i hin1,. In 0XPlainin« facts of the case, the 
Ordinance, the exec»t;l arr08.tlnS and detaining Mr. Mitra under the 

and a wron<? w u - guilfcy of a double wrong, a wrong ,to the 
by the Governor of Benemi ^oetituency. The latter wrong was attempted 

> issuing a notification tbff „ to /.e P ressed  in a bureaucratic manner by 
^he constituenov rftPa]'tl?ular S0afc *“ the Bengal Council had become

e w r  °W hlm attend to his H !-t0d ^ r* Mitra bufc tbe Government did 
election came, Mr. j  In cours0 time when the general
pposed. He received summonaV0* S® A®8emUy and he was returned ua* 

n  ummons from the Governor-General to attend the



Assembly and hear his inaugural address on the 24th. Thereupon he 
applied to his custodians to give him the opportunity of accepting the very 
generous invitation extended to him. But that was refused. So the Viceroy 
had duly invited Mr. Mitra but there were others who prevented him from 
coming here. Of course, Pandit Motilal anticipated the Home Member 
would stand up and show his fist (Sir Alexander Muddiman : Nothing of 
the bind) and say that Mr. Mitra was detained under the existing law of 
the land and by competent authority. But Mr. Mitra, argued Pandit 
Motilal, had not been tried, convicted and sentenced by any court and there­
fore he has every right to attend to his duties as a member of this House.
By preventing Mr. Mitra from coming here, the Government were imposing 
a disqualification which did not exist under the law. If a similar case had 
arisen in England, then what would have happened ? Pandit Motilal showed 
by quoting authorities that no member of Parliament could be imprisoned 
or restrained except for a criminal offence. A member could not be arrested 
for a period of forty days before or after the meeting of the Parliament 
and any member who was in custody at the time of election was liberated 
ip virtue of his privilege unless he was undergoing imprisonment for an 
indictable offence. That was the common law in England and for any 
breach of privilege conferred on members of Parliament, the persons who 
were instrumental for the commission of the breach would be answerable.

. So if what happened in the case of Mr. Mitra had happened in England, 
the Governor of Bengal would have found himself in a very uncomfortable 
position at the Bar of the House of Commons. But India was not England 
and this Assembly was not the Parliament. The Pandit believed that there 
was no analogy between the House of Commons and the Assembly. But 
if it had even the pretence of what it was alleged to be, then he maintained 
that it was the inherent right of every member of a representative institu­
tion to be present at its meetings and to represent his constituency. That 
right was inseparable from the nature of the institution. True, the privileges 
of the House of Commons had been built up by long conventions.

As regards the privileges of the House there could be either long ' 
established conventions or certain privileges sanctioned by statute and it was 
up to this Assembly to lay the foundation to-day that it was the inherent 
right of every institution that its members should be protected. In the 
present instance, the right was fully recognised beoause the summons of the 
Governor-General were sent to him. Under section 11 of the Act under 
which Mr. Mitra was in detention, it was clear that he was not treated as 
a criminal. That being so it was not a case of criminal character. The 
Viceroy, in opening the Counoil House, had read the King's message which 
expressed the hope that this House would prove to be one in which wisdom 
and justice might find a dwelling place. Pandit Motilal put it to the Treasury 
benches and non-official European colleagues whether they would declare to 
the world the impotence of protecting themselves and the honour of this 
House. The best judges were the electorates who had already given the 
verdict. This House should not neglect its primary duty and trample under 
foot that verdict which was the very foundation of their right to be here.

Sis Alexander MUDDIMAN congratulated Pandit Motilal for the 
manner in which he had dealt with the case and instead of showing him 
fight, he would cordially meet his argument as the Pandit got eminently 
reasonable on points of constitutional law, however defective in other matters,
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The Pandit had done a great service by raising this question. If there 
was a privilege, then only the question of breach would arise. The m atter 
'3f|L  by * sub-committee of the Muddiman Committee consising
0 lr  1. B. Sapru, S ir Mahomed Shafi, Sir Henry Moncrief-Smith and Mr. 

innah and they laid down to what extent privileges existed. There was
 ̂ c âl*m0^ by 'Pandit Motilal did not exist. He

u urthor and said that although there was no analogy between the  
ssembly and the House of Commons (Congress benches : Hear, hear), even if 

av! a^ caae bad^ arisen in the House of Commons it  would not. have caused 
reach of the privileges of the Commons as the question of the protectioh 

.1 property was of vital importance. He declared emphatically
hrA t House had the same privileges as the House of Commons, no 

* °iJ^*v^ 080s would arise. As for the constituency of Mr. Mitra, 
nf r? ^ ave ^ 0en some f°rce ft® argument if it had been the question 

• ‘was 6* en l̂o n , °^ a -motuber after election. The constituency of Mr. M itra 
bu t ? V6n a  , ,00 by the Bengal Government to elect another representative ;
nf re“«®oting him, his constituency sacrificed their interests for the sake
0 1  sentiments.

Motion Carried.
ment rn^f *a  mor? speeches, the division bell was rung  and the adjourn*
annonnnATr!^ cenaur*nS the Government was carried by 64 against 46. The 
House then a d j r u r n ^ 0 6̂^  a ^ aus0 non“°fficial benches. The

j k  V i c e r o y ’ * I n a u g u r a l  A d d r e s s .

when H? v-66* ^  °- the As86mbly wa8 held on the 24TH  JA N U A R Y  
read. The ® .in“ gural address in opening the  Assembly was
was listened 0t . Excellency, particularly the political portion ol it,
to the situation in In the  course of his speech referring

“  A . regard** ° h Da S lS  Excell0ncy  said 
me to refer. afEairs, there is only one matter to which it is necessary for
of grave anxiety are aware> the. situation in China has been the subject
treaty ports of *the recently been made on lives and property in the various
British Subjects, Certain communities which include many Indians as well as
the property of the re si^ W o menfce. have already been evacuated under pressure and 
areas are similarly threaten.^ extensively plundered. Other and even more important 
that it is their duty to send *.«• *aud Majesty’s Government have reluctantly decided 

they are responsihlp ^ereements to China to protect the lives of "those for whose 
or the Empire in which w *  u,aviD8 regard to the fact that India is the nearest part 
India have agreed to co-onuraf *ar0i-avai*able *or immediate despatch, the Government\of 
gent including Indian troops 6 m ^ure^  defensive action by contributing a contin-

tt Public opinion th h Abolifcl6n ol Slavery.
Th^bHnn^ikeu t0 b r in g ^ o ln ^ ifk  wor,d h*B lately witnessed the enlightened action that 
m ovem ent ® emherB will hav«tlie 9° ndlfcion o£ slavery previously existing ip Nepal 
measures hy the action °  w ?  more reoenfc examples of the same humane
outlyinc J l b r 1 °,nlJ  lafit month hv°fL ^  Khan of Kalat within bis territory and by the 
opportunity^?rlc? .8itu*ted close To th G£vernment to stamp out slavery in some of the 
myself eviciln? TJ^ing another ? urm€8e frontier. A few months ago, I had the 

*  « t i. ° e fcb® improved «nnr/-«dla*8 frontiera on the north-west and of seeing for 
I trust that the p o lL  l  T which there prevail, ’

the 0o^fĉUQCtomnmGr V??.menfe has been PQr8uin8 for th® last fourjacent parts of British Iadia^ *>r*°vo benefit both to the independent tribes and to
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Indian Deputation To South Arica
c« When I addressed the Indian legislature on the 17th August last', 1 stated that the 

Union Government bad agreed to hold a conference at Cape Town with representatives of 
the Government of India in the hope of reaching a satisfactory settlement on the Indian 
problem in Bonth Afriea. The Delegation appointed by oiy Government and generally 
accepted by Indian opinion as representative sailed for South Africa on the 24th November 
and on arrival, received a most cordial welcome from both the Government and the people 
of the Union The Conference was opened by the Prime Minister of the Union on Decem­
ber 1 7th and closed on January 13th. As Hon. Members have seen from telegrams that 
have appeared in the press, a provisional agreement has been arrived at between the 
delegations of the Indian and the Union Governments which will require ratification by 
the respective Government. Hon. Members will share the satisfaction of my Government 
that Sir Mahomed Habibullah and his colleagues, again happily assisted by the devoted 
and unselfish labours of Mr Andrews, should have succeeded in reaching an understanding 
which as we may hope, will lead to a settlement of this longstanding problem. Those who 
recall the difficulty that this question presented a few months ago will feel that the new 
aspect which it has assumed reflects high credit on those who have represented the two 
countries in these discussions. Our delegation have already left South Africa and are due 
to arrive in Delhi on February 6th. Pending their return and the receipt of their report,
I am not in a position to make any announcement regarding the provisional settlement 
that has been reached. It is intended to publish the result of the work of. the Conference 
simultaneously in both countries and in regard to the date of such publication, we are 
bound to consult the wishes of the Union Government. My Government will not fail to 
give the Chamber of the Indian Legislature an opportunity of discussing the matter at 
the earliest possible opportunity.

The Royal Indian Marine
111 now turn to the announcement made by my predecessor on the 9th February 1926 

in the Council of State conveying the decision of His Majesty’s Government to reconstitute 
the Royal Indian Marine as a combatant force, thus enabling India to enter upon the first
stage of her naval development and ultimately to undertake her own naval defence. Lord
Reading pointed out that much constructive work had to be done before the Royal Indian 
Navy could be inaugurated. I am glad to be able to say that considerable progress has 
already been recorded. The Bombay dockyard has been busily engaged in the equipment 
of the depot ship and only one sloop remain to be acquired in order to complete the initial 
strength in ships. Details of recruitment, organisation and finance have been worked out 
and the most important of the proposals of my Government under these beads are already 
in the hands of the Secretary of State. The necessary legislation in Parliament will be 
carried through, I hope, early this year. My Government will then be in a position to > 
introduce legislation to provide for the discipline of the new force and when that legisla­
tion is passed, the Royal Indian Navy will come into existence.

Sir S, Hoare’s Arrival
u  A recent event of outstanding interest has been the arrival in India of the Secretary 

of State for Air in the first of the great air liners sent out to this country by the Imperial 
Airways Company. In so far as India is concerned, this development of aviation marks 
the introduction into the country of a new form of civil transport. India is a country of 
vast distances, but aviation annihilates distance. As it has hitherto been reckoned, the 
increased speed of air transport, coupled with the facilities which it offers for surmounting 
geographical obstacles, will be a potent factor in shortening the communication of India 
with other countries and also in linking up her own wide-spread provinces, thus, drawing 
them more closely together as members of a single nation.

Business Before The House
11 As the Ilouse knows, there are several financial and commercial matter with which 

we are at present concerned, After a series of balanced budgets, the Government of India 
may justly claim to have reached a strong financial position with their credit firmly 
established both within and outside India, While securing this result for which India 
owes a real debt of gratitude to the Hon. the Finance Member, Sir Basil Blackett, the 
Government have been able to abolish the cotton excise duty, to reduce the salt tax and 
to extinguish a considerable proportion of the provincial contributions. During the 
present session in addition to the annual Finance Bill, legislative measures will be laid 
before you to give effect to the principal recommendations of the Currency Commission.A Bill will also he placed before you based on the recommendations of the Tariff Board as

2^4 tH E  LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [n e w  d ^ lhx



*4 UN. %p VICEROY'S INAUGURAL ADDRESS i 45
regards protection to the steel industry. The declared object of our protective policy is 
that ultimately the protected industries should be able to stand alone and face world 
competition unaided and it is by this criterion that the success or failure of the policy will 
be judged. The remarkable progress made at Jamshedpur since 1924 affords reasonable 
grounds for the hope that before many years have passed, steel will be made as cheaply in 
inuia as in any country in the world and that the need for protection will disappear.

it is necessary, if capital is to be attracted to the industry, that manufacturers should iff a88ored for a reasonably long period'of the continuance of the basic duties applicable to 
n f 8 *rom a^ countries. The Board) however, are, I  think, right in forecasting that 

time wiil have come to review the position afresh and ascertain in 
Th 't " h ! circumstances then existing whether or not the industry deserves protection, 

e lextile Enquiry Committee is, I understand, about to submit its report and my 
overnment will seek to arrive at a prompt decision on the issues involved.

The Doty of the Governor-General
I turn now to topics of a more general character which must necessarily occupy 

a prominent place in all our thoughts. This Assembly is of particular importance 
inasmuch as within its life-time must be undertaken the statutory enquiry prescribed by
franwJenrnment °f India Acfeo This fact Sb my «cdse, i£ such be needed, for speaking 
irankiy on some aspects of the general situation. But, before doing so, I desire to make
TnV?io«n p.°. ?n and tbat °£ any Governor-General plain. As long as the final control of 

ib constitutionally vested in tile Secretary of State on behalf of Parliament, 
confirm,-. 7  S  fc?e a °vePnor' General, while he holds his office, to guide his conduct in 
ParliLmi . u l t h  the general policy approved by the Imperial Government. Just as in 
o r d i ™ i  “oweve/> Indl.an affairs are with foreign policy rightly held to he outside 
nartv nnî f* y controversies, so a Governor-General as such has no concern with British 
f c J L I i S 8, Tt 18 hi? dufy with his Government to seek faithfully to represent to the 
heln nf ?vefIJment what he conceives to be Indian’s interests and he must count on the 
that h« m« !f lafcû f t0 enable him to do this fairly. On the other hand, it is possible , 
from hifi nsfif r  , ® t0 belP India by telling those who represent her in her Councils 
of Parliamimi . 1QW lfdge of the manner in which and the angle from which the judgment 
opinion in iw^ 8 t° be formed. 1  do not ignore the fact that there is a section of 
the t.imQ J “dia which reject the right of Parliament to be the arbiter of the fashion or 
acknowledge ,?dm ? PGl*tlcal development. I  can understand that opinion. I can 
reconciling Bincerffcy °£ BOme °£ those who hold it; but I can deviBe no means of 
another position with the undoubted facts of the situation. But there is
tion to anv ' 3  w  °P1??01!. wh,ch, while hesitating to prefer so fundamental an objeo- 
effcct that Tt I* . Pafllam@nfc to be the judge of these matters, would yet say in 
that o*f erant^was indefensible for Parliament to exercise its judgment in any sense but 
Power. DifitinrH* ° ?B5~a forthwith a wide, if not a complete, extension of responsible 
be no real these two lines of criticism is narrow, for Parliament would
delivers and *??■ L  ' , e wePe held t0 dePend for sanction upon the judgment that it
challenging its hh * ^  p.08S1'?Ie t0 lmPuBn it8 right to deliver a free verdict without 
that the problem 8£fc ,1Q. 3ud§menfc on the case. 1  have not infrequently been told 
m regard to the ^W cbOlogical and that many, if not mostly, of our present difficulties 
convince India th a t t h v  ????ner of advanceB would disappear if it was once possible to 
India responsible OmT BntlB“ Pccpk were sincere in their professed intention of giving 
conviction to auarf CMli!3?ent‘ Ifc is difficult to know in what way one may hope to carry 
whether what the BHHu Ch 1remaiD unconvinced. I  have already stated my belief that 
or condemned bv S  ' ' P€0Ple bas sought and is seeking to do in India will be approved 
open to India thenaffeP* lh.ei,r own R e n te d  qualities left them no alternative but. to 
nave led and are w h  m w“icb they had themselves been pioneers and along which they 
Joe success of the PeoPleB wherever the British flag is flown. Moreover, in
interest and the fc0 Iead a friendly India towards self-government, the self-
to contemplate with Pnni<tC?fc Britain before the world are alike engaged and forbit has 
proclaimed. Everv failure to achieve a purpose which has been so publicly
Jr*?® and» therefore t* * *  Parfcy in a succession of Parliaments elected on the widest f ran- 
pledged itself to the* in tfae widest possible manner, the British people, has
^ o  ' 8lelati0n 0f the 19 2 7  declaration. They have implemented those toms
Brinfh8 mt0 the etru^n«n Prao^,cal proof of sincerity by introducing wide far-reaching 
a n a l w t e ^  or will w?lKj  thc Indian Government. Ffcom those undertakings, no 
whole h iltthey oanaot aSo^drf W aud altb0UB!l the British race may lack many excellent 
wflwe outorjr denies, “ ord t0 J«n»m unmoved by charge^ of bad faith which theit



< Detention of Prisoners without Trial
« Bat it jg gaid the alleged sincerity of Parliament receives practical contradiction, on 

the one hand, by arbitary executive acts such as the detention of certain men without trial 
in Bengal, on the other; by the^reluctance of Parliament to give a firm time-table for the 
completion of its loudly professed purpose of making India herself responsible within the 
Empire for her own Govt. The first question concerns tlfe exercise of that executive res­
ponsibility which must rest upon any administration, however constituted, and though I 
am well aware of its political reactions, it is a question which must be dealt with on its 
merits and has no direct ^relation with the general question'of constitutional advance.
For constitutional forms may vary widely, but the .maintenance of law and order is the 
inalienable duty of all those on whom falls ' the task of Government and, indeed, the 
action of which complaint is made is" solely due to the fact that the Government has 
had good reason to believe that those now detained have rejected the way or con­
stitutional agitation for that of violent conspiracy and that to put a term to their 
dangerous activities was essential. I share with all honourable members the desire 
to see an end to the necessity for the continuance of these measure, but the guiding 
principle in "this matter must and can only be the interest of the pnblio safety.
Nor is the matter one that rests wholly or mainly in the hands of the Government.
Before release can be sanctioned, the Government must be satisfied either that the 
conspiracy has been so far suppressed that those set at liberty, even if they so 
desired, would be unable to revive it in a dangerous form or if the organisation for 
conspiracy still exists, that those released would no longer wish to employ their 
freedom to resume their dangerous activities. The Government have always made it 
clear and I repeat it to-day that their sole object in keeping any man under restraint is to 
prevent terrorist outrages and that they are prepared to release them the moment they 
are satisfied that their release would not defeat this object.

''Parliament will not be Coerced.
“ The other main ground for challenging the sincerity of Parliament is based, as I 

have said, on the general method of approach that Parliament has adopted towards the 
problem of Indian constitutional development and, as regards this, I wish to speak more 
fully. Those who are anxious to see constitutional advance must either coerce Parliament 
or convince it. I  cannot emphasise too strongly that in this matter they are not likely 
to succeed in coercing Parliament and that Parliament will resent any attempt to do so 
under whatever shape the attempt is made. Moreover, it must inevitably be gravely 
disqnieted by language which appears to be inspired by hostility not only to legitimate 
British interests but also to the British connection. Nor is this feeling on the part of 
Parliament the mere selfish desire to retain power that is is sometimes represented to be. 
Parliament believes, and in my judgment rightly^ that as it has been placed by history in ,
a position to guide and assist India, it w’ould be definitely defaulting on these obligations 
if it reduced its charge before it was satisfied that it could be safely entrusted to other 
hands. Parliament therefore, will be rather inclined to examine the practical success or 
otherwise that has attended the attem pt it has made to solve the problem. I t will be 
quite ready to believe that there are features in the present line of arrangements which 
can be improved, and it will "be ready to improve them. What it will not understand 
is the line of argument which says that, because the present foundations for future res­
ponsible Government are alleged to be at fault, this is necessarily to be remedied by 
immediately asking those foundations to bear the entire weight of the whole edifice we 
desire to build. When Parliament invites India to co-operate in the working of the 
reformed constitution, it does not invite any Indian party, as it was authoritatively stated 
the other day, to lay aside for the time being its demand for Swaraj. It does not 
desire that any party or individual should forego the freest and fullest right of 
criticism and constitutional opposition to any action that the Government may 
take. But it does invite Indian political parties to show whether or not the ultimate 
structure which Parliament is seeking to erect is one suitable to Indian conditions 
and Indian needs. If it sees any large section of Indian opinion, however vocal in 
its desire to further the cause of Indian Self-Government, steadily adhering to the deter­
mination to do nothing but obstruct the machinery with which India has been 
entxused, Parliament is more likely to see in this evidence that the application of 
western constitutional practice to India may be mistaken than proof of the wisdom of 
immediate surrender to India of all its own responsibility. It is, therefore, a matter of 
satisfaction that a considerable part of the political thought of India has not allowed 
itself to be dissuaded by criticism ox opposition from endeavouring to work the new 
constitution with a constructive purpose, Those who so guide their action are, in my
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P a r S t f s T k d v  S Z , ? '  frfand,8. of Indian development,
will be leBa in t^ L ^ J ? 8 ^  7  as a Plain question of practical efficiency. It
reforms tn t-v,Q t 6j-ed ln ,tbe exact leEal and constitutional rights granted by the 
realised their rmnn^ v i  legislatures than in the extent to which these legislatures have 
allowance for theTimitaHonR0 8‘ Tt Y’!! ^  quite willing to recognise and make 
it will be eenuineL j  d upon lpg,alatnres by the existing constitution. But
has 1 j  y pDzzled and disappointed if it finds that a good part of ten vears
the rules. Prop^Unda* in° favour° g?,ne ^eoan8e 80m« ot the players did not likehave little efW? Jn “ j  « n ?.f altenng the rules in the early stages of the game will
influenced « l l f  Bat. the other hand, it will certainly be
limited, in legislatures exercising their responsibilities, albeit
bilily is greater t h i n J h T t * taCltIy a9auming always that theft real responsi- 
hondred of yea™ 18 expre8sed in any statute, for Parliament half-spent
onlv opawJ  • f m Per£ec.fcliag lfca own constitution, and knows very well that it han

tsns tesarayg
full responsible s-lf ,* T  «7  ‘n 8 5“eans tbat everyone of the Dominions has obtained
Conference tn a l !^ 0  ^ W ?  !ead1ng- 88 we have seen at the last Imperial
between the pre7ion,,ly -prevailing

Cl _ An Appeal for Co-operation.
Peoples’ stacerifv of nurnooe^w 7* conced8> aa J ask we “ ay, to British and Indian 
w« desire to rJacbP There 3 v  v! T ? 6™?.1at on the fnndamental matter of the end 
reaching it • , e may be and 18 disagreement over the ways and means of
t0 he undmy influenced*1 bv diff” 86 diBt0rti°P of pei8phetive, if we allow onr conduct 
‘he main issue onwhich I8saea. whicb aTe after a11 only incidental to
Progress can b e 7eaHse7 in . Here’ as m otber bntnan aSairs evolutionary
onr choice Either  ̂ two different ways between which we have constantly to make
inspire thought and 71?  8earob oat points ot agreement in the final purpose which 
of conflict where ̂ aeroemp*, rejecting these peaceful counsels, we can follow the way 
the fair flowers of mntm Tud ’8(forf otton> ^ bere disagreements are exaggerated and where 
onopicion Ind lL ™ W nt tfU8t ar* overgrown by tangled weeds'of
has made trial of the lust and ° m8ny directions and throughout many centuries, the .world 
Jo 'earn S | f w s l d i s a p p o i n t m e n t . a t  the results, is coming painfully 
instrument of progress7  °* f ndsbip may be at once the more noble and the more powerful

gravity of tTe situation « 8ay 80 mneb* because I am deeply impressed with the
conscious that uuch that 7 w *  tlmt v 68 PP°n 08 a11 °f facin^ *«*■. I  am
boP®thatImay haveBue7»eledh - ld “ ay e™ke criticism and ercite opposition, but l  ^cepti.bi]it,ic/ 0| a^  8noceeded m saying it m words that will not wound the .legitimate 
language which has faMfi.i ^  rC8pt‘0f'’ 1  bavo anywhere gone astray andl employed 

• b u y in g  as I tha^w W 7  Th? e8’ 1  " oald here express my genuine regret. But, 
lackmg in m d tba‘ what I have said is true, I should think myself to have been 
conceive to be the ftL ĥ d f bfen^ et7 red f/ om. tell'ng this Assembly frankly what l  
i d p  *t were better to ho w r°m,j #he *ea?* that ife sound unpleasantly upon their

be condL n^bf blame1  ,0r la*in* tbinps if W& true in time
of lN  °Jearly apnreciftfco a°r 8a« 5? l em to° . * think it is essential that, India 
^  ^foment t ." 8om€ the factors which will be powerful to influence the mind
to -ef8 58 of any worth6 tn°Z 7 fi,t B̂ - fa-r 98 “ yow nE. experience and knowledge on these 
conr. time which will ? IPdm ln P088PB9,ori of them and I earnestly hope that,
ouslv f88 mfty oonvinoe'botb Vnd- T o  , ^ atu.toEy en5 n,ry* p^ n ts  may follow such a

y *° work togethpr ^ T J  d and Q7 at Bntain tbftt 5t 18 Possible for them harmoui- 
id  ̂ *°r consummation of their common hopes,**

Srinivasa Iyen^ JANUARY, on the House re assembling, Mr*
Governtnentf Tto°7ed an ftdjonrmnenfc rrotion.to raise the question of 

S7 President 1 . aending tro°Ps to China- This was at first ruled 
Resident read th« ^  ln order’ bufc before adjourning the sitting for lunch, the 

0 Governor-General’s message disallowing the motion on

4M



the ground that ft could not be moved without detriment to public interests. 
The President added that as a result of disallowance by the Governor- 
General no discussion on the motion would take place.

Introduction of Official Bills.
Sir Basil Blackett introduced two Bills, one amending the Negotiable 

Instruments Act to provide that r -^tiable instruments including cheques and 
Bills of exchange which are exproised on the face of them as drawn to 
bearer shall not in any circumstances lose their character as bearer instru­
ments on account of their having been “endorsed ; the second amending the 
Securities Act to limit the liability of Government in respect of discharged 
loans and prevent recourse to the Indian. Succession Act 1925 to evade the 
safeguards attached by the Securities Act to the issue of duplicate notes.

The Home Member next introduced three Bills, one amending section 115 
of the Civil Procedure Code giving effect to the recommendations of the 
Civil Justice Committee’s report on the subject with some modifications and 
the second amending the Limitation Act on the lines of the Bill whioh was 
passed by the Council of State and was before the 1 st. session of the last 
Assembly. The Bill as now introduced narrows certain objections raised 
in the last Assembly. The third Bill is for amending the [Registration 
Act removing doubts created by the Privy Counoil with reference to con­
tracts for sale of land where earnest money is "jmid.

Sir Basil Blackett then introduced his three Currency Bills.
Sir Charles Innes then moved the two Steel Bills which were allowed to 

be introduced-
Discussion on Reserve Bank Bill.

Sir Basil BLACKETT was cheered as he rose to move the circulation of 
the Bill to establish a gold currency and to constitute a reserve bank. This 
Bill he said gave effect to a comprehensive scheme of currency proposed by 
the Hilton-Young Commission and it was right that it should be placed 
before the public for criticism. The preparation of the Bill was difficult and 
he paid a tribute to the Finance Department, Mr. Darking, Controller of 
Currency and Mr. Wright of the Legislative Department.

The Finance Member also announced that after consultation with various 
quarters of the House, the Government had decided *that effective discussion 
of the Exchange Ratio Bill should not take place till the budget was presented. 
He hoped that the currency controversy would be over and would not oloud 

* their vision when the Bill he was proposing to circulate came up for discussion. 
The Bill was comprehensive and put proposals for a gold bullion standard 
and a reserve bank together as the two were mutually interdependent.

Sir Basil Blackett then explained the currency proposals. He emphasised 
that the silver rupee would now become the unit of account and gold the 
standard of value. India to-day was taking a material step forward. India 
was going further and adopting a gold bullion standard which measured the 
interconvertibility of a legal tender and gold. In fact, India would stand 
exactly where the United Kingdom stood under its Gold Standard Aot of 
1925 subject to special arrangements in regard to the rates at whioh gold was 
to be given. He assured the House that India would be joining the ranks of 
the countries with an absolute gold standard. Those who wanted a gold 
currency must also support the Bill as it provided an indispensable stage for 
moving to that goal. It was impossible to tie their successors by fixing the
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date on which gold currency would be Introduced. Moreover, the fixing of 
the date would only retard the date rather than hasten it. He anticipated 
that in 10 to 15 years gold currency might be adopted. The very first 
difficulty now wp* the existence of the excess of a large coined silver. For a 
gold currency they would require sufficient gold assets ; but to-day the poten­
tial gold assets in reserve were not enough. No less than 50 crores ft ere 
locked up in silver rupees. In the paper Currency Reserve, 100 crores of 
silver rupee were in reserve. He held that their reserve was sufficient to 
maintain stability of exchange at the present de facto rate if they were willing 
to use their reserve. For the purpose of the gold bullion... standard, they 
must strengthen the gold position of their reserve. They could not ignore the 
existence of a large surplus of rupees either in their reserve or in hoards, for 
when rupees came out of hoards they went into reserve leaving effective 
rupees in circulation very much the same.

As for the new notes, he emphasised that they must get rid of the 
obligation to get silver rupee which obligation caused the breakdown of the 
pre-war gold currency system during the war. Notes in India would, as 
in England, mean the equivalent of the face value with the rupee ensured 
by automatic provisions of the currency law and the working of the enrrenoy 
machinery and of the reserve bank.

Sir Basil Blackett finally touched on the broader aspect of the issue. He 
opined that not only his proposal would ensure a higher standard of life 

f kfv?80 tha consolidation of national unity. He quoted the instance >
•o the United States of America whose unit was efficiently brought into 
existence by the genius of Sir Alexander Hamilton devoting attention to the 
currenoy and banking system whioh led to the constitution of a Federal 
■Keserve Bank. In fact I regard the Reserve Bank Bill as liberalism in 

nance that has ever been offered to India and it is a fitting measure 
to take the first step in this new Council House. It is in accordance 
with the spirit of the declaration of 1917 and will add enormously to 
he importance and influence of India's position in the financial councils of 

■ world when the Reserve Bank of India takes its place side by side 
adm‘ ther eis.feer institutions of the world.” Sir Basil Blackett, while 
thatW*1̂  difficulties and trials of floating a new institution, emphasised 
contimwK™8 D0 Ofek0r °ption, for the Imperial Bank must be kept to 
count 16 ti ®rea  ̂nnmniercial and banking services it was rendering to the 
fcwn k  .e c?uld not too strongly lay stress on the potential value of tbe
firnat 1Datitutions functioning side by side, one by continuing with
over °11 Aree<̂ 0m expand its business facilities and the^other taking 
The Se ^ Vernment business in matters essentially of a banking character, 
transfer * h * y °* had agreed to promote parliamentary legislation to 
ted that bant°W‘0ra *D .̂ j0n(̂ on *° the Reserve Bank in jfcdia. He autioipa- 
friend and 8 10 would come to treat the Reserve Bank as their 
greater liqm^!^D?0^or wM°h would, by discount facilities, g iv v  the banks 
their proposal *** resP°c  ̂ °} their assets than was ay ailable at present. In 
succeeded in do* Compensa^n8 the Imperial Bank,, the Government had 
of the taxpayer e * ev?Q handed lustice all round, sa {©guarding the interests 
time discharging J]8u.nu8 ^*t :ft did not damage other banks and at the same 
into existenoe and Th reaP°Dŝ dity to the Imperil, Bank which they brought 

gg wtension o! whose b*uking faoiUtwi w*s oi dts$
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con^rn to the Government. He concluded : “ ThiB is the greatest measure 
of financial liberalism and as such I recommend it to the public/'

Sir Purshottamdas THAKUEDAS declared that Sir Basil Blackett had 
taken the opportunity of traversing even the ground not covered by the Bill. 
The speaker wanted a categorical answer to the question whether the 
Government accepted the unanimous recommendation of the Currency Com­
mission that when India had an adequate gold reserve, the Assembly could 
on demand, have a gold currency. The speaker had his apprehension in the 
matter of the introduction of a pure and unalloyed reserve bank in India of 
thetype in Western countries. This was building from the top. Canada 
which had four thousand banking branches was still thinking of a Central 
Bank. ' The Finance Member had not told them of the number of banking 
branches in India. The Imperial Bank alone had branches running into 
three figures; it had 164 branches. The question really was what was to be 
done to develop banking in India and the starting of a Eeserve bank would 
hardly meet the question. There were in India only 26 respectable banks of 
standing, out of which 21 were non-Indian banks and only five Indian banks. 
His support of a Eeserve Bank was due to his anxiety to do whatever he could 
to take out the present control of Indian currency from the hands of White­
hall aDd transfer it to the Government of Indi^ however imperfect and res- 
ponsive at times the latter was (Congress benches: “ unresponsive at all 

He would rather wish that the Eeserve Bank need not necessarily 
be different from the Imperial Bank of India. He did not want a pure and 
unalloyed Eeserve Bank which the U. S. A. wanted with its 35,000 
banking branches and which Canada did not have even with 4,000 branches 
and which might not, therefore, be at all suitable to India.

Finally, Sir Purshottamdas strongly protested against the Government’s 
decision to defer consideration of the Exchange Eatio Bill till after the 
Budget. Ibis strengthened the suspicion that the Government did not want 

discussed on its merits and that the Assembly would be deprived 
of discussing the Bill impartially. The Assembly should have been given an 
opportunity of discussing the Bill at the earliest opportunity. The Finance 
Member would now present the House again with a fa it accompli by framing 
the budget on Is. 6d. and declaring that it could not be changed to Is. 4d. 
basis as the Iinance Bill must be passed by the 31st March. Sir Purshot- 
tarndas warned that the longer the delay in the imperial consideration 
of the question the more would the Finance Member handicap those holding 
contrary views.

Mr. G. J). BIBLA thought the Bill, was calculated neither to give a gold 
standard nor a ,gold currency to India. In order to have a gold currenoy 
India must have* 3 gold standard. The difference between the selling and 
buying rate was el '̂ht annas in India, whereas in England it was half anna 
per tola. That itseif would show that it was not possible to establish a gold 
standard as proposed in the Bill. Under the scheme proposed in the Bill 
India could not for even 40 years have a gold currency. As regards the 
postponement of the tfonsideration of the ratio he welcomed it, if for 
no other reason than &t least to see that an expert like Sir Basil Blackett 
aid not commit mistakes which were committed by Sir Malcolm 
■ttaiiey. Mr. Bina said there? was no guarantee that the Reserve Bank would 
Of dominated by particular groups of financiers. When the time oame*
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S eL X ° ° n£ er ih°W b08fc,to Provide for proper representation and control
JpglSLw H B tw more m  ■» I  *.
K. “ F; P p f S w  CHETTI, Chief Whip of the Congress party, said
t w S f  ha-d Z  b-00n .ool[sulted by fcbe Finance Member who had declared 
that the majority view m the House was that discussion on the ratio question 
might be postponed till after the budget. Regarding currency he emphasised 
that there must be a statutory obligation on the Government or the Reserve
2  t? ,bu.11?  " p lfc.8 «°]d ^source within a certain fixed time in order to 
enable the introduction of a gold currency soon after that. Without such a 
provision, there would be no currency at all. He could not, therefore, under­
stand how such a provision would retard the realisation of the object they had 

namely the eventual establishment of a gold ourrency. Proceeding, 
asked ?fc f a s  not a fact that during the last one year

l ^ n l n h n S  V  A  fa°An th9i ° ldprio03 in fch9 world- (Sir Basil denied 
maintained0^  M r,T Chetfcl ^uoted some other statistics and
“ver d n o A h; L P01Dffc ° fT ™ w\  I t  uwas "ell-known that the Finance Member,
maintahiAdh ^  t? Indj ’i iad ba,0n 81Dging fchafc internal prices had been
theory ^ d  f^d u0ni°P  da.flat,Dg fche ourrency in order to keep up his pet 
the ner Bd;f h°refby d,sl<?°atlDg Price8- Concluding, Mr. Chetti emphasised 
and Z T '*  ?f, , proJ ldln8 amPle safeguards in regard to the position 
countSa ?  °1 he Raserve whioh he affirmed should not be L  f o S  
times of nation!^ - f ould onIJ  be exposing their reserve te serious risks in

'A ^ S lS S X ^ S S ^ fh9< * 9 *  ,l* a”  of India.3 ,
Bill was agreed to 8pok®n ^be motion for circulation of theg a to unanimously and the House then adjourned.

S t e e l  P r o t e c t i o n  B i l l .
a Var11^  Le8l8latiyo Assembly ri-assembed on the 26TH JANUARY with 
the Cnma86nda’ Mbiel  a.mong them being the disoussion of the Steel Bill on 
This r  r ° A ^ T b0i  l  m°tion for its "ferenca to a select committee” 
refereSe tL hv0,y dabate on the principles of the Bill with particular
B° « d  a *  am bodindT lho  Bi'l.r ,m P9m l ‘,relereu“  b? Tariff

iMrSt I S S is ®  a ujss. t?*i
P # g « f S  M r. H . f t S T ” *  B " ’ Si'  w f “
the industry S t o l  Membf r reviewed the history of protection granted to
1  the industry n4 S e in &  f  al,th20gh * * •  were certain disadvanUge^
that the results aow L i?  th h a8 .of a 8in8le firm» there was this advantage, namely 
granted to the indnstr^  favourably with the price paid.. The protection
burden on the oommS .  h « .but, at the Bame time there was no small
had been unduly ? ?  ,noJBt wisb to »P?y that fche burden on fche consumer
increase116 *nd *B t* * th J  S f ie d *  prOT0d- by ,tbe ease with which the burden.rrePre8eated fchirfv fche increase in the consumption of steel. The
nif ug fi8°re8 to pJove^M T nt during the laat three year8  ̂ Sir Charles Junes

But1 tyherePrwMV6 ‘° ‘K i u S w T ’ emphaSiMd tbat the poli0y °f P o t i o n  was
valu« f<>r th^r1 money1 !£*? ° f fcbe ca8e> that was the Steel Company. Are we gettinv 

contended fchat the answer to the** Was ? ur P°Iicy d o m in g effective ? Sir Charles Ir4 J  
ent a n A w  the House, lay in the Tariff Board's report and the WU
ent an i that m itself w„  a veryPs a t i &  pr0po8ed waB less than that which existed at pre.

/  acisractory feature. In this connection, it would h*
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pertinent to learn that the English works were undergoing a process of reconstruction 
and there were only two of the firms which made profits in England. Compared to this, 
the position of the Tatas in India was bright. Indeed, after the last three years, the 
Tatas bad emerged a stronger, better and healthier company. Added to this, the Tatas 
were about to try the new and difficult duplex process which was an American invention 
and had not yet been introduced even in the United Kingdom. He could not say any­
thing definitely regarding the finances of the Tata Company. It was a delicate matter, 
but he was not letting out any secret in mentioning that the Company was in very much 
stronger position to-day when compared to what it was in October 1924 and as a result. 
of the Tariff Board’s report, its position should be stronger still. On its technical side, 
great- resources had been made, with the result that the works’ cost had been reduced to 
somewhat near 100  rupees per ton and here the Commerce Member congratulated Mr. 
Alexander, the General Manager at Jamshedpur Works for the progress made m steel 
manufacture and said that the one thing which animated Mr. Alexander was his desire 
to make the steel company independent of extraneous help from Government and capable 
of meeting competition entirely unaided.

Based on all these figures and factors, the Tariff Board had given its considered 
opinion that their policy of discriminating protection had been justified and successful. 
The Assembly was not now discussing the question of principle or policy. This was 
approved in passing the Act of 1924  when they guaranteed protective rates only for three 
years. He agreed that the Assembly was quite entitled to go back upon the policy of its 
predecessor. Protection might be a good or bad thing, but the Assembly would agree 
that once having embarked on a policy of protection, it would do no good to display 
vacillation and it was better to let the policy of protection to continue as long as it was felt 
necessary in the interests of Indian produce.

Proceeding, Sir Charles Innes complimented the Tariff Board on its extremely able, 
businesslike report. It was an impartial report based on an impartial study of 
facts. The Board had made a careful estimate of the fair selling price and equally 
careful estimate of the prices at which steel was likely to sell in future. He was told that 
estimates of this kind were not of value, but he contented that they were an essential 
feature of the policy of protection. When the Steel Act was being discussed in the 
Assembly in 1924, nothing impressed him more than the fact that members insisted that 
whatever measure of protection was given must be with due regard to the well-being of 
the community as a whole and, indeed, it was due to this insistence that the preamble 
of the Bill was altered to that effect. Whatever was done must now be done after care­
fully adjusting the interests of the consumer and the producer. The House must not in 
any way be prepared to countenance on the part of any industry the claim that because 
protection was once given it should be given in the same form and to the same extent. Con­
ditions varied according to the circumstances of the steel industry. The object of protec­
tion being that it must help the industry eventually to maintain itself without the help 
of protection, it was necessary to find to what period and in what form protection must 
be granted. The Tariff Board had recommended decrease in protection but recommended 
continuance of it for seven years. These were based on the Company’s scheme of 
improvement and the consequent increase in output as also the future course of selling 
prices of foreign steel. The output of the TataB was expected at the end of seven years 

'• to be 6 0 0 ,0 0 0  tons. Hence it was advisable to extend protection to seven years when it 
was hoped that the company would be able to dispense with protection and stand unaided. 
In arriving at this recommendations the Tariff Board had to take into account several 
factors including the economies in overhead charges and the increase in output as a 
result of extensions and improvement. Of course, they should net expect the consumer 
to pay for miscalculations of the Steel Company, but the Tariff BoaTd'S report would 
•how that overhead charges would be reduced from Bs. 68 per ton to Rs. 39  per ton.

Proceeding the Commerce Member referred to import figures and pointed out that 
there were difficulties in estimating the average price at which steel was likely to be 
imported for over a period of seven years. The situation was complicated by certain 
factors like the imports from both the United Kingdom and the continent, the different 
quality and the gap in prices. The Tariff Board considered the prices at which British 
steel was likely to come. As regarded the former, there was no difficulty because the 
prices were stabilised at the prices of the first four months of 1926  whereas  ̂ as 
regarded continental ste l̂ there were so many factors which were likely to come into 
play for instability. Therefore, the Tariff Board had observed that it would be unsafe to 
frame a scale of rates on the assumption that any level of prices which they might now 
adopt would continue without a substantial change throughout the period of protection,
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Proceeding, the Commerce Member explained in great detail the system of differential 
rates suggested and the need for such a differentiation. . While referring to galvanised 
sheets Sir Charles congratulated Bengal and particularly Mr. Neogy for having been able 
to see the duty on spelter taken off and the daty on galvanised sheets reduced from Rs. 45  
to Rs. 30 . British steel was more reliable in quality and accuracy of rolling strength 
It was used when a high factor of safety was required by engineering firms for fabrica­
tion, but continental steel and inferior steel, by the very nature of its prices, tended to 
displace British steel. Hence the problem. But the Tariff Board, after the examination 
of all possible factors had recommended the system of differential duties. It was difficult 
to discriminate between standard steel and non-standard steel and the Board had recom­
mended a basic and an additional doty. British steel was particularly synonymous with 
standard steel and continental steel with non-standard steel. On account of India's 
position in the British Empire, they could discriminate in favour of British.steel without 
infringing the most favoured nation’s agreements. If on the other hand, the price of 
continental steel changed, the Government was given the right to alter according to the 
needs of protection. The problem was looked at by the Tariff Board from an economic 
point of view and from no other consideration. The only objection to the proposal wag 
that it involved provision of machinery to ensure that consignments of British steel were 
covered by certificates that steel was aotually made in the United Kingdom but it was 
not impossible to frame simple and satisfactory rules. Ths Government accepted the re­
commendations of the Tariff Board as a whole.

Concluding, the Commerce Member emphasised that he had no desire to rush the Bill, 
but the House should by agreeing to refer the motion to a Select Committee, accept the 
principle of further protection, The Government was quite prepared to discuss the 
details calmly in the Select Committee and he felt sure that the Assembly had seen that 
the scheme proposed by the Board was the best in the circumstances.

B. Da S said that the Tariff Board had, by proposing imperial preference, tried 
to kill the very goose (Assembly) that laid the golden egg (Tariff Board). He declared :

I will rather see the industry go down and down than agree to the humiliation of 
t o * t h i ? r e êFeDCe* Not until we become equal members in this Empire will we agree 
• 18 policy in any form.”  He blamed exchange manipulation for the uncertainties/ of
afJ.iV  *>? ces °* steel. He blamed the Railway Board for persisting in buying Cueir
iteel requirements abroad.
tectio>an̂ Tu ^ ^ k A V IT A  gratefully acknowledged Sir Charles Innes’s share in giving pro- 
th R ®teel Bill introduced a very important principle of imperial preference. 41 Is 

® noose prepared to accept this principle f” It was not suggested that continental 
steel was too bad. He accepted the plea that British steel was stronger ; but why force the 
consumer to buy English steel instead of cheaper continental steel ? The House would not 
accept the policy of preference and the Select Committee should be instructed to keep 
bis in view in altering the Bill. The system of uniform duties supplemented by bounties 

meth enfcirely condemnable. The Select Committee should consider an alternative 
Hd l̂u tection. It seemed to him that probably the postponement of consideration

the Drih^ .^ G T IL A L  asked whether by voting for the motion they would be accepting 
w hether B merely °* continuance of protection or also of imperial preference and 
for British ^od ^  °Pen t0 $*© Select Committee to delete the clause proposing preference

need p a ries Innes replied that the House would be accepting only the principle of 
0r fnnhc* protection. (Hear, hear.)

the Tate | ^ hofctemd^s THAKURDAS. said his only purpose to-day was as Director of 
tion. The to congratulate the Government lb* the scheme of continuing protec-
it might be. He**** • fitarted three years ago had not beeif a failure that it was apprehended 
for protection did**** ' - tribute to Sir Charles Innes and said seven years hence, if need 
House be would be ??  an<i Charles Innes wsls in the visitors* gallery of the 
Tariff Board had nrnH Prou<̂ eBt man f °r having giveii India a basic industry. The 
at the problem fro m a n UC<?  a BPtendid report which undertook scientific study and looked 
tioal aspect of question*6 ?  ^ ^ o p ie  point of view. tl I say, let us preserve this poll- 
committees and boards8 • tlle Government of India and to this House and let not 
Select Committee would mlf* PoiitJca  ̂ bias to their srqlies” . He was sure the 
acknow,edged that Sir Chari*** ca8e PBfe forward by Pandit lWLalaviya and others. He 
Rut the Government was m iH * Bes things in time in stna^t contrast to Sir Basil.

P tmg a trap before the House by not bring iug measwoe in 9

«4|
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the natural sequence. The Ratio Bill must come first, for if the ratio were altered to one 
and four, the Steel Bill would have again to be altered.

Mr. JOSH [ objected to the protection of industries by raising a tariff w a ll; for it 
invariably- threw the burden on the people who were not able to bear it. When import 
duties were imposed, it was difficult to discriminate as to which class could or could 
not bear it. Moreover, the protection of an industry by bounty was not helpful 
to the growth of that industry. All the basic and key industries should be controlled by 
the nation and if protection was necessary for steel, he would have it, in the form of 
bounty in the case of steel wnieh was the basic industry. They should adopt a policy 
of seeing that the whole nation must control it. He knew that as at present constituted 
the Assembly would not support this view of his. (Hear, hear). He, therefore, suggested 
that the first condition of protection must be that it must be not only in the interests of 
those who put money in the industry, but also in the interests of human labour employed 
in it. It was necessary that there should be protection of human labour invested in the 
industry. The second condition he would impose was that in the case of protected indus­
tries, the limit of dividends to be given to the shareholders must be fixed. Thirdly, he 
suggested that the industry for the protection of which the nation was sacrificing should 
not be transferred to foreigners. Lastly, he urged rapid Indianisation of the industry.

Mr. JAYAKAR congratulated the Government on the wonderful despatch with which 
they had embodied the recommendations of the Board in this Bill and hoped that the 
Government would be equally prompt in the case of other important measures as well, as 
some uncharitable critics, more especially in Bombay, had said that the Government of 
India were in the habit of placing the Assembly on the horn of a dilemma. It had 
been said in regard to the currency question that there were two alternatives, either 
the Is. 6d. ratio or a deficit budget. There were also uncharitable critics in Bombay 
who said that the Government were presenting this "Bill in which they were asked to 
choose between supporting the key industry or accept the alternative of giving preference 
to British articles. Speaking as a politician, be emphasised that he would be the first 
person to give preference to British made articles 5 but he complained that in this Bill 
they were asked to give a very small price for a big concession of imperial preference 
introduced through the backdoor. Great Britain should pay an adequate price if it wanted 
thifr/Joncession. He maintained that the danger of allowing continental goods into India 
had been exaggerated and that the Tariff Board bad merely put in a case of special 
pleading in saying that there was danger to public safety in using continental steel for 
bridges etc. He wanted to' know whether there was any embargo in England placed on 
the import of continental steel. He further wanted to know what guarantee there was in 
case British steel deteriorated in quality and if continental steel was sent to India through 
England.

Sir Charles INNES, in winding up the debate, expressed satisfaction that there was , 
general support to the principle of the Bill. As for Mr. Jayakaris pertinent question, he 
(Sir Charles) bad answers; but it was better to discuss them in the Select Committee 
rather than on'the floor of this House. As far as the Government were concerned, the case 
was so strong that they would be only too willing to have it probed and explored.
Mr. Jayakar bad said there was imperial preference. Sir Charles limes emphasised there 
was none. The facts concerning .the steel problem were examined by a Board consisting 
of two eminent Indians and they had recommended that on purely economic grounds 
there should be differential rates and because the Government had accepted their report 
it should not be assumed that there was the introduction of imperial preference by the
backdoor. - _ _

The motion for a Select Committee to which were also added the names of Mr, Lamp 
and Mr. G. D. BirJa was carried wi. hout a division and the Oommit.tee was asked to submit 
its report by the 8th February. The, House then adjourned.

C. Wl C. Amendment Bill.
The next two days viz. the 27th and 31$t January were the days 

lor official business in the Assembly. On the 27th, Sir Alexander 
Muddimam in introducing the Bill further to amend the Code of Civil 
Procedure 1908, said that I t  was to give effect to the recommendations made 
in their report by the Civil Justice Committee for the amendment of part 
two and order 21 of the first schedule to the Code of Civil Procedure 
19Q8, The remaining recommendations of the Committee for the amendment
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of that order are, it was pointed out, under separate consideration. Clause 
18 (2) provides that when a judgment-debtor appeals against an order under 
that section where decree is for the payment of money only, he must give 
security for the decretal amount. The Committee’s proposals for the 
restriction of first appeal from the orders under that section are being 
separately provided for as these cannot suitably be effected by an amendment 
of the Code. Clause ten extends but not with retrospective effect the scope 
of Section 66 to defendant opponent or objector who is not in possession of 
property purchased. Clause 14, section 145 is revised so as to give, the Court 
power to realise property or interest comprised in security by execution in the 
suit or proceeding itself without a fresh suit. Power is, however, reserved 
to relegate creditor to a fresh suit as a precaution to meet cases of special 
complication. In clauses 16 and 18 ( l)  pleaders are required to sign a decree 
when they are satisfied that it is in conformity with a judgmont and an 
appeal is based on the ground that a decree has been improperly drawn up 
is barred except by speoial leave. Unless an objection has been taken at 
proper time in this manner in the court passing a decree in clause 17, the 
new rule (a) prohibits the entertainment by the executing court of a plea 
advanced by a judgment-debtor that decree-holder had agreed that the 
decree should riot be executed.

Income-Tax Amendment Bill.
„ Sir Basil Blaokett then moved formally for reference to a Select Com­

mittee the Bill to amend the Income-tax Act 1922 which was introduced on the 
2oth Jan. After explaining the statement of objects and reasons, the Finance 
Member, alluding to Sir Victor Sassoon’s .motion for circulating the Bill to 
f - p  °PiD̂0D» 8aid although on almost every clause of the Bill the Board 

p. Revenue had at one time or another discussed the proposals with the' 
v'hambers of the Commerce, yet in view of the fact that the Bill as a whole 
fiad not been circulated, he was prepared to agree to re-circulation. The 
House agreed to the circulation of the bill and then adjourned till

Limitation Act Amending Bill.
The 31 ST JANUARY when Sir Alexander Muddiman introduced 

jha Bill amending the Limitation Act of 1908. In doing so he said:—The 
pfW  Justice Committee recommended that section 48 of the Code of 

m l procedure 1908 and article 182 of the first schedule to the Indian 
im itation Act 1908 be amended so as to reduce the limit of time for.  
execution in the case of money decrees from 12 to 6 years and to raise the 
aft*10̂  from 3 to 6 but to permit a decree-holder ovep
the61*’ j16 exPiry °* years to apply for execution if he can show that 
disoov gXnent ^ektor kftS oom0 some property or that he has recently 
to re ta i^  judgment debtor has property. If, however, it is decided
should b arfclc*° W  *u its present form, the Committee reoommend that it 
begin not ramen<*e(* so as to provide that the period of three years should 
date of the1)0131 ^ate °* hwt application for execution but fr6m the 
considered t orc*er on 8U°h a previous application. The first proposal is not 

0 he satisfatory and the Bill gives effect to the alternative proposal.
Mr* Bh Amendment of Merchant Shipping Ao,t. 

amending the'v i^ 60 xnove(  ̂ *or reference to the Select Committee the Bill 
Habibullah to * Shippipg Act based on the promise of Sir Mahomed

lmProv* the lot of pilgrims.
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The Bill was referred to a Select Committee consisting of Mr. 
Shore, Mr. Fazal Rahimtullah, Baja Ghaznafar Ali Khan, Mr. Allison, Sir 
Walter Wilson, Sir Abdul Qayum, Mr. Haji, Mr. Jinnah, Mr. Yakub, Mr. 
Shall, Mr. Ismail Khan, Mr. Natique, Dr. Suhrawardy and Mr. Kasim.

Negotiable Instruments Act Amendment.
Sir Basil Blackett next moved the consideration of the Bill amending the 

Negotiable Instruments Act with a view to provide that bearer Instruments 
should not lose their bearer character on account of their having been 
endorsed. The Bill was, in Sir Basil’s opinion, of considerable importance 
from the point of view of development of banking in India.

Sir Purushotbamdas Thakurdas felt that in this matter the Government 
had acted on the views of the Associated Chambers and ignored those of 
the Indian Merchants Chamber. He could move for the appointment of a 
Select Committee provided they did not commit the House to acceptance 
of the principle beyond its application to certain instruments.

Sir Basil agreed with Sir Purushothamdas in respect of restriction regard* 
ing the principle underlying the Bill and Sir Purushothamdas’s motion for 
Select Committee was agreed upon.

The following were appointed to the committee. The Finance Member,
Dr. Macpbail, Mr. Graham, Mr. Chetti, Mr. Aney, Mr. Fazal Rahimtullah,
Mr. Anwarul Azim, Mr. Birla, Mr. Eangaswami Iyengar, Mr. Mehta, Mr. 
Pandya, Sir Walter Wilson, Mr. A. Iyengar, Pundit Motilal Nehru, Mr. 
Srinivasa Iyengar, Mr. T. B. Roy, Mr. Kirkabhai Premchand, Mr. Nirmal 
Chunder Chunder, Mr. Harchandrai Vishindas and Sir Purshothamdas 
Thakurdas.

Amendment of the Securities Act.
Sir Basil Blackett, also moved for consideration of the Bill amending the 

Securities Act of 1920. In doing so, he explained the provisions in great 
detail and concluded by emphasising that the House was asked to revise the 
law so that it might restore to the tax-payer the same amount of protection 
as he enjoyed before the passage of the Indian Succession Act last year.

Mr. M. S. Aney pointed out that under the Bill if the demand for pay­
ment be not made within six years after the date of maturity, then not only 
interest but the principal sum would not be paid. Thus the liability of 
the Government which under the Securities Act stood so long as the security 
was not paid might be absolved. Moreover, under the Bill a succession 
certificate would be declared null and void. Mr. Aney’s motion was accepted.

The Indian Limitation Aot Amendment.
Sir Alexander Muddiman then moved that the Bill further to amend 

the Indian Limitation Act of 1908 be taken into consideration. The Bill
|» t b o  TORult Of eo itttifl iecdm ixio iiila tid iiB  Of t b s  C iv i l  Jiisfcioo O otiiu iitioG .
The dommlttee had recommended I ( l)  that sub-section l  of Section 95
§io@!d be a036iidcd so §§ to sake payment of interest also subject to tbs 
condition that the fact of payment should appear in the hand-writing of 
tb« person making the same; (2) that a limited owner under the Hindu 
Law and manager of a joint Hindu family should be enabled to make ac­
knowledgments and payments under Sections 19 and 20; (3) that article 
132 should be amended so to make it clear that a suit to reoover the value 
of paddy and such produce charged ou immoveable property oomes within 
this article; and (4) that article 166 should be amended so as to make it

✓ '
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clear that it applies to a petition by a judgment-debtor under Section 47 
of the Civil Procedure Code.

Sir Alexander Muddiman, in making the motion, remarked that objec­
tions to various aspects of the Bill had been met on an earlier occasion, 
idle, thensfore, only formally moved the Bill. Sir Alexander also explained 
that the Bill was brought forward in the light of criticisms made by the last 
Assembly on a similar measure.

Mr. Belvi opposed Clause 2 of the Bill. He said there was no such 
provision either in English or American Law. English Law did pot require 
that payment of interest should be evidenced by writing. There wasjio 
statistics to prove the allegation of the Civil Justice Committee that there 
was a crop of frivolous suits in the absence of such a provision. In con­
sidering this subject, the difficulties of the people in rural areas should be 
given duo attention. Any law which required that every payment made 
by a debtor either by way of principal or interest should be evidenced 
by writing would create unnecessary complications in the daily economic 
me of villagers.

Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar had another difficulty. The words ft acknow- 
eagment of payment1} in the Bill would, he said, add to the difficulties, 

especially in regard to mortgages.
Mr. Nirmal Chunder Chunder reiterated the objection advanced by 

f 0 r̂?Y*ous speakers. On the other hand, Mr. Amarnath Dutt, speaking 
w Yh f k i  OxPeri0noe aa a practising lawyer in the mofussil courts, disagreed 

urn the learned lawyers who preceded him. In his opinion, this was a
6s?,ra^ 6 c^ang® which would prevent unscrupulous money-lenders 

oneating the borrowers.
*r Alexander Muddiman briefly replied and the Bill was then passed

one or two dissentients. The Assembly then adjourned.

Non-Official Bills.
On the 1ST FEBRUARY the Assembly had a very short sitting with 

oon-offioial Bills. Mr. N. C. Kelkar introduced this Bill to amend the Land 
th^A181̂ 0 8ft1̂  kfs measure while not impairing the usefulness of
un *n any mak0nal particular would help to make its operation less 

at ^!Cails0 m°ro equitable. First of all, his Bill provided for a 
^  en,(luiry where alleged public usefulness of work for which land was 

,. aC(Wred could be challenged by any person. Secondly, where compen- 
? 10ij , was required under the Act, the present arbitrary powers

ould be replaced by arbitration.
duot*^ ° ^ er Bills were introduced formally without speeches. Their intro- 
tha T?n Ŵias 5-°̂  °PPQ8ed» These were Mr. Doraisami Iyengar’s Bill amending 

Aot Glni t a n d u o  Goto m t m  Oaut1* Bill
Apt g tf ** ^ectujri l i l  | Mr, |||j§

and (he Bill to regulate and improve law r&psrts, Mr. 
Act and m -** ^biendiug Steam Vessels Act and Indian Merchandise Marks 
The Horn r# Har(̂ a * Bill to abolish otaikhnamages among Hindus,
future stag5 ^ e*jber told the House that he would oppose this Bill at all 
loans of y • Mr. Yakub introduced the Bill to limit interest charged on 
m s a  a *  in British India and bring the law into conformity 
Registration »8,0* people and Mr. Kelkar a Bill amending the Societies 

“ “  A ct Section 20 . 
v 3

6*



Dr. Gour was not in his seat when called oh to introduce his Bill to 
amend the Indian Criminal Law Amendment Act 1908, and the Code of 
Criminal Procedure Section 491. When he came in the President said he 
could only make a second reading motion of the Bill. Dr. Gour did this 
and the Home Member objected as the Bill had not been yet introduced. 
Dr. Gour appealed to the chair for indulgence as Sir Frederick Whyte had 
on a similar occasion shown to the Home Member. j f

Sir Alexander Muddiman said he_ did not" want to be harsh on Dr. 
Gour, but if the convention of not opposing introduction of a Bill was to 
be observed then its corresponding obligation that in case of such Bills no 
second motion be made on the day of introduction should also be observed. 
This the President upheld and Dr. Gour agreed and was allowed to intro­
duce his Bill which he hoped would, as altered, be acceptable to the Govern­
ment as his previous Bill on the subject, though passed by the Assembly, 
was rejected by the Council of State. This Bill proposed to introduce safe­
guards of Habeas Corpus and would repeal and amend Part II of the 
Criminal Law Amendment Act whose repeal was recommended by the 
Repressive Laws Committee.

Next day, the 2ND FEBRUARY, after question time, Pandit Hridaya- 
Dath Kunzru moved for the adjournment of the House to discuss the Govern­
ment decision not to publish the report of the deputation to Fiji whioh 
was headed by Mr. Venkatapathi Raju. The President ruled that the chair 
was satisfied that the matter was not one of urgency and that the interest 
shown hy the Home Member, meant that a resolution on the subject could 
be easily balloted. He, therefore, ruled it out of order.

Execution Decrees and Orders.
The Home Member then moved reference to the select committee of his 

bill amending the Civil Procedure Code relating to execution decrees 
and orders giving effect to the Civil Justice Committee’s recommendations.

The Home Member said that although it was true that High Courts had 
been consulted with regard to the substance of the changes they had not 
seen the actual legal form in which they were embodied. He admitted 
the subject was complicated and therefore if Mr. Cooke who had tabled 
an amendment for reference to elicit opinion moved it, he would raise

- , no objection to it. - ■ ,
' Mr. Cooke moved for the circulation of the Bill for opinion and the 

Home Member agreed to this amendment. He said the High Courts 
had already protested in connection with some of the Bills arising out 
of the Rankin Report. The Bill was then ordered to be circulated.

C. P- 0 . Amendment Bill.
The Home Member next moved for the consideration of the Bill to 

amend Section 115 of the Civil Procedure Code mainly as recommended 
by the Civil Justice Committee limiting revisionary powers to Section 115 
of the Code except in cases where special statutory provision was made
to the contrary. . t

Mp. Jayabar opposed the Bill wholesale and held it to be, m the
opinion of a considerable part of the legal profession, a retrograde Bill* 
It would cut down the wide r  ©visional powers of the High Courts which 
was valued in India in respect of occasional blemishes in Judicial adminis*
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ration. The Rankin Committee’s sole reason seemed to bo to avoid 

delay, but very large opinion in the legal profession was to have delay 
ra her than injustice (hear hear). Mr. Jayakar went further and asserted 
that the Indian Legislature had no power to take away the inherent 
lurisaietion of the High Court given by a Statute of the British Parlia- 
ment. Even leaving this aside, he asked the Home Member whether 
politically it was advisable at such a time when, instead of strengthening 
the position of the High Court, they should be 'deliberately limiting 
those powers. As one coming from the middle class, as a lawyer ,and 
as a politician, he held the measure to be retrograde and was opposed to it.

Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar, speaking with his legal experience which wps 
not a limited one, held that the gravity of the proposal before the House 
was that  ̂ it « proposed to take away from the High Court’s revisionary 
powers in just those cases where jurisdiction was most needed. The 
pious opinion of the Rankin Committee that delay would be avoided would 
not materialise. On the other hand, greater delay, greater trouble and 
greater expense to the litigant public would result in that the whole 
issue would have to be delayed till an appeal was filed against the decree 
0 the lower court. _ He wished the Government would bring forward 
a more comprehensive Bill on the Rankin report than this piecemeal 
legislation. (Official benohes : No.)

Mr. Harchandrai Vishindas joined in the opposition.
Nirmal Chander quoted from the Committee’s report to show 

that while the committee diagnosed the disease all right, they suggested 
a wrong remedy, for whioh no case had been made out.

Mr. S. R. Das, Law Member, was not surprised at the opposition 
rom lawyers. As a matter of fact as a lawyer his first interest was 

oppose the measure ; but if the Bill was examined carefully they 
mf B see that in respect? of decrees no ohange was made in the law. 

o change was proposed in respect only of interlocutory orders. The 
overnment felt that in this respect, no injustice would be done by the 

h propoaed* ®e kad known numerous instances where the case 
The keen held up for months by the application made under Section 115. 
aflf ke no injustice, because if one order was made it could be

C Mht 00 aPP0al»
Mr, Jayakar : It may be too late.

Hich r  ^ aS reP^ed ^ at in some cases it might. He continued that1 the . 
aefin 10ur â kad power of interference where the lower court was 
nf its jurisdiction. He held that the power of superintendence
thaMfc '!?1 Yas n°k affected by the Bill. He told Mr. Jayakar

the delay in justice sometime amouuted to injustice,
^ nnak characterised as poor the defence put up by the Law 

rightl ^  ^ nnak nientioned that the Bombay High Court had 
y keld that urgent cases involving grave consequence* might arise 

its r° . . ough the order might be appealable, the High Court extended 
wn rav ®̂10nary power. The only ground urged for this drastic change 
Cou . ^ke attitude taken up by Lahore and Allahabad High
could lD ^terpreting the term ’cases’ was most extraordinary. Delay 
touted00?1 °D*y *n resPe°fc °* pendency of bearing of a rule. If it was 

that there was a judge who knew his business* this delay should



not occur and he was confident about Bombay, Madras and Calcutta 
High Courts’ judgment.

Pandit Motilal Nehru found no justification why one olass of cases, 
namely, decrees, should be treated in one manner and the other class 
of cases, namely, interlocutory orders, in another. The Law Member 
had given away his whole case against delays by conceding that oases 
might be remitted. He found that the Allahabad High Court had in 
one day rejected 45 applications for revisionary interference. Moreover the 
power was discretionary and the High Courts could be trusted to exercise 
them properly. The Bill, instead ~ of olarifying the law, would be 
mystifying it.

The Home Member then replied to the debate. Alluding to the argu­
ment that the Bill purported to take away the power conferred under 
Section 107 of the Government of India Act, he pointed out that the power 
given to the High Courts and those given to the Government were not co­
extensive. The debate had convinced him of the merits of the Bill more 
than ever before. He assured Mr. Jayakar that there was no machiavellian 
intention in the Government in bringing the Bill. The Bill was entirely in 
correct legal form and sought to give effect to the recommendation which 
had the support of Sir Norman Macleod, .Chief Justice of the Bombay High 
Court and of a Committee, whose President and members were, he 
emphasised, very competent to deal with the task.

The Home member quoted figures to show that in the Bombay High 
Court the average time taken to dispose of revision cases was over a 
year. - It was no good throwing stone on the competence of persons, 
because they put forward proposals which some lawyer members did 
not like. The House was entitled to suggest amendments during the 
consideration stage, but not oppose the consideration itself; If the Bill 
was opposed now, the only conclusion was that the Assembly was in 
favour of delaying justice which meant denying justices

The motion for consideration was pressed to a division and lost 
by 42 against 58 votes. # -r |

Begistratlon Act Amendment.
The Assembly without discussion passed the Bill amending the 

Registration Act and then adjourned till next day, the 3RD FEBRUARY, 
when the resolution of Mr, Jogiah for the release of political prisoners was 
taken up.

R e l e a s e  of  B e n g a l  D e t e n u e s .
Mr. JOGIAH was cheered by the Congress benches as he rose to move his resolution 

recommending (a) the repeal of the Bengal Regulation III of 3818 and similar regula­
tions in force in other provinces of India and urging upon the Governor-Gener&Mn-Council 
the bare justice of an immediate release of all political detenues or of giving them at 
least the opportunity of exculpating themselves and proving themselves altogether innocent 
of the charges, if any, levelled against them and (b) the grant of an amnesty to all 
political prisoners now undergoing imprisonment. Mr. Jogiah intimated that he would 
not press part (b) of his resolution nor speak on it. Mr. jogiah declared that the Bengal 
Regulation and other similar enactments were passed when Napolean cast his eagle eye 
on India and when echoes of the Mahratta war bad not died ; but while civilization bad 
advanced, these regulations continued to be on the statute book. Deportations in Ireland 
had no analogy as the former country was actually at war with England while India 
was not, He challenged that the Bengal Regulation had not been appropriately applied.
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^?Trê *WaSc n°  ^ue8t,on disturbance of the relations with foreign powers. The chiefs 
01i^ S lan , a^ 8 Proved their loyalty on all ceremonial occasions on the platform 
an through the press. There, was also no internal commotion. The deportations of 
H T mB *^US no  ̂ 3ustlft«d even by the terms of the Regulation. And who were
rt£̂ ?.rP e:J * ^ I ;  ^hem were good men and true. They were ail patriots, men of purity 
of life and of noble purpose. .

Pandit Nehru’s Amendment.
eubsUtined*'^0̂ ^  moved that for the1 resolution of Mr. Jogiah, the following be

“  This Assembly recommends to the Governor-General-in-Council that he be pleased 
.? immediately release or bring to trial all detenues under the old regulations and the 
Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act of 1925,”  .*
, Pandit Motilal said : The amendment, though given at short notice, was already*'© n 

the order paper. The original resolution clouded the main issue. His amendment pro- 
posed to focus interest on one issue. This did not mean that the other parts were given 

-̂ hese had already been dealt with by this House and would again come up.
1  he President permitted the amendment of Pandit Motilal provided the movers of 

other amendments withdrew in bis favour.
Bâ  k*8 reFolution did not require any argument to convince the non- 

a rm ™  S +1G?  °* ^ e. ^ 0U8C °f the jest ice and soundness of the position. As for the 
drouth ?. wa? 80 impervious to their demands that they would be wasting time and 

CUS8iDe the. resolution. Pandit Motilal recalled the words of Lord Lytton 
Thft n v 0 arrests carried out in October 1923 that, there was existence of terrorism. 
oaaa R 80 his statement in the last Assembly showing that not a single
detPTinM GC« w i  81Dce' 1(J39 which justified Lord Lytton and which incriminated the 
* s' , then asked 4 give me one case in which the conditions mentioned by Lytton 
vpJfB° P r  The BD8wer is yet to come. I again challenge my friend though two 
y more have elapsed to give the main facts to prove the charge.”  The speaker, con- 
inumg, read to the House the Viceroy’s speech on the 2 4 th on the subject. How on 

r n was Government to be satisfied that the release of those men would not disturb the 
f  u  *iRDB ' ,  -^e Viceroy had put the cart before the horse. Unless the Govern- 

JprS grounds for their fears, how was he to satisfy that these fears were
g oundless l If the Government was morally convinced that was right, the country was 
morally convinced of the innocence of these men.
j i  Continuing, Pandit Motilal said if he was told that the bombs had even recently been 

vered, his reply was that the real culprits were then still at large and innocent 
hv fSn8rrrac* been detained. The case of Mr Mitra, a member of the Assembly, was discussed ' 

.ne -0U8e« p e did not expect an Englishman, least of all the Home Member, to say 
Mitral?^ constituency’s right to elect its member should be fettered by saying thar |fir. 
was a 8 » on.8tituency was given an opportunity to elect another representative. Mr. Bose 
grounds 8ericosly and there was suspicion of tuberculosis, but it was not on medical 
callousnesa *or rf êasc* mentioned this to show the inhumanity and
cajjy tjaafc 01 Government in keeping these men without trial. 44 Let me say emphati- 
propoBal are nofc a m0°d to listen to constitutional advance or entertain any
opportunity t°”°^ ,rafcion until these men are released or brought to trial. This is the, last 
firBt vear nf k V -  e Government to shake off nervousness and Lord Irwin to signalise the 
minded Rfofa38 and the first session of this Assembly by an act of broad-
heart and l*8?nai}*hip and to mark the opening of this new House by a real change of 
Ham * 8° down to history as merely a landmark of haughty British Imperii*
nun and enforced enslavement of India.”

catal ** ^ e?axî er MUDDIMAN, in opposing the motion, made a long speech He gave a 
chief°^aS t°* c? t̂ae® violence which necessitated the passing of the Ordinance, The 
©oalrfVe 1 were fche dacoity near Howrah, the raid on Ultadingi, the armed robbery in 
thn m f/* âne> robbery with the use of firearms, the armed hold up at Chittagong of 
the di VBn ai  ̂ iu then the murder of Mr. Day, the explosion of bomb in Fipidpur, 
the mnBrf°Ver?  «°* a b°mb factory in Calcutta, the bomb outrage In Mirzapur Street and 
*11 th e *6* ® antllal Chakravarthi, one of the accused in Mirzapur Street bomb outrage, 
dirept^i0 m* Thus, throughout these periods there was continuing a series of plots
the lif a^aml8fc ^ ve8 police officers and there was one which aimed at killing 
estahiiaTif • 6 Governor of Bengal. The Government had, in their possession, materials 
list of  ̂ i in aii esBential particulars the reality of several 01 these attempts. This 
the *  would have been far longer bad not the Government used from time to time 

powers under Regulation III  tp detain the leading brains of the Terrorist Patty and

■hi
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Mr. 0 . B, DaB himself admitted that the movement was more serious than the authorities 
realised. To meet such a situation, the Bengal Ordinance was passed, because the re­
sources of ordinary law had proved powerless more than once. High judicial officers 
bad been taken into confidence and their conclusion had in every case coincided with 
those of the Executive Government, it is indisputable that all authorities, the Govern­
ment, high judicial officers, administrators and the Police had eventually been driven to 
the unanimous conclusion that it was impossible to fight the revolutionary conspiracy or 
deal with revolutionary crime under the ordinary law or through the machinery of courts 
aud that special powers of extra-judicial character were necessary. “ Heaven knows the 
experience in regard to revolutionary Conspiracies has been dearly enough bought. It 
would have been nothing short of criminal if they had disregarded that experience when 
they were again confronted by an exactly similar situation.’ *

Continuing, the Home Member said from the introduction of the Ordinance 
down to the present time, there had not been one single outrage of the type' he had 
just given except of course the Alipur jail murder but the conspiracy had not been killed. 
For example, there was a widespread revolutionary leaflet in Bengal, in the U. P. and 
the Punjab in November 1926 . There was the arrest of a party of nine in Dakshineswar 
in possession of live bomb etc. Then there was the Sova Bazar arrest in which two 
persons were found with revolver and some ammunition. Such was the history of re­
volutionary crime. Since special legislation became operative neither the movement had 
collapsed, nor had its violently criminal tendencies abated, but in all post-ordinance 
cases there was one reassuring feature namely, that in almost every single case the 
initiative had lain not with revolutionaries but with the police. The latter had been able 
to act in time by virtue of special powers to prevent murderous designs from coming to 
a head.

Mr. Eanga Aiyar interrupting suggested that it was all the work of the agents 
provocateur. « •

The Home Member scorned any such suggestion or charge and maintained that there 
was the undeniable connection between revolutionary pamphlets and acta by men who 
were trying to carry out their programme which they did not deny. He further main* 
taince that the Ordinance had been more than justified by the practical results. The 
Government had checked the outward manifestations of the movement to a very considerable 
extent, but the basic conditions remained unchanged. The conditions of release were set out 
by Lord Irwin in his inaugural address. Sir Alexander Muddiman quoted this portion of 
H. E , the Viceroy’s speech in full to 6how that their sole object in keeping the men under 
restraint was to prevent terrorist outrages and that they were prepared to release them the 
moment they were satisfied that tbeir release would not defeat the object. Kegarding the first 
condition, he had shown that the activities of the revolutionaries still continued, though 
checked and restrained. As to the second condition which raised the question of individual 
release, the matter must be decided on the past record of a detenue and the present 
attitude. He said : “  But the Government are not demanding as is sometimes alleged , 
any humiliating confessions from those detenues. A declaration that a detenue would on 
release take no part in revolutionary activities would be an element to be taken into 
consideration by the Government; but this on the one hand would not amount to a con­
fession that he had taken part in such activities in the past and on the other hand such a 
declaration could not and would not be accepted by the Government as a ground for 
release without an examination of the whole circumstances of the case and past record of 
the detenue. If the Government are mislsd into releasing prisoners who prove subsequently 
by their actions that they are not keeping to the statement they made and have resumed 
their deplorable activities then the remedy is in the hands of the Government.

“ As for the Bengal Regulation detenues the Government of India are primarily 
responsible. As for the Ordinance prisoners, cases of individual prisoners are primarily a 
matter for the consideration of the Bengal Government. The Government of India are 
responsible to the extent of the general policy and action taken under that Act (Ordinance). 
They are not and they cannot be responsible for cases of individual prisoners.

“  The general policy has been laid down in the Viceroy’ s speech. Application of 
that policy in the case of Regulation III  prisoners is a matter for the Government of India 
ftnd in the case of the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act prisoners for the Government 
of Bengal.”

Mr. M. K* ACH ARYA did not deny the Government charge that there was a revolts* 
tionary movement. In a land so badly and tyrannically governed as India, bis surprise was 
that there had not been more crime (Congress back benches |  Hear, hear); but he asked 
what connection was there between these conspiracies and the detenues. Had Mr. Subash 
Chandra Bose been found to be the leader of this gang 1 Where was the evidence to prove
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men f  * There" ° reau9 ?“  era of peace’ ?oodwi11 and confidence by releasing these
to always “ent7n aU ? ?f8 *  1° ? °  bombs in India* Wil1 P *  »«> for that reasony P n jail ? If you don fc believe ob, take hostges from ub and release them.”

one opinionYndA fh«R ™  ,8̂ !d the who,e oE India tih0nSht on this question with
fundamental grievance» .“■ d W° ULd bI  brongh6 ^  after year ontil this 
The United Itatls of a redre88ed' uThei.e w*re conspiracies in all countries,
lynching goin!? *rm 1  AmT Ba haa ‘ he Kin Klux Elan movement. There was 
special ^measures ° fn  *bere’ but ,tha Government of the U. B. A. had not taken 
could never be elimin*?.!^1* ^ them’ In a biS country like India, such crime 
India is being v. We w.an,t t0 Bhow the hollowness of the claim that
people Yon «by a Clvll,8ed Government with the consent of the
are keep in gU ° £ S * * *  , Yon ba™  it from us t n l
members to out fhoLoi P ° . !  ua"  (Applause.) The Lala wanted the official
of their liberiv the position of the detenues who had been deprived
that official benches ot l.ife WIfhoat trial. “ I don’t accept for a moment
Yon are absolnfolu- i 8reftt®r friends of India than we on these benches are.
here are greater L n / s  cf fafthfnl t0 yoor “ ry> Great Britain, and we
to revoke this law for -n ouf c° unfcry*t (Applause.) I appeal to the Government 

Mr GocTjrr *0r. wlfcbout *bat, there will be no reconciliation in the country,”

manlike* pxonou^emen^^m116̂ 136̂ ame i ? fc.? .the HoU8e be expected a more states- 
under the cover of nriviW* t the* ? 0me , MeTrî er- Mr* Goswami divulged publicly 
conference in U i l I f f  atwofifea!eW «  made by Lord Lytton categorically to a 
prepared to release f'vT ' a ” 08wami to?k Parfc» Firstly, Lord Lytton said be was 
would notin fntnr* « defccnues provided they gave an undertaking that they 
of violent crime V S !  “ J  .Ilolent crime,°*  be ooooerned in the commission 
People who had h Jn  lb .WB8 an admi8sion» Lord Lytton said that the
but were prevented fIJ ™ ° Ceeded„ a1gam8fc were toople who had committed no crime, 
laws which prevented°m- com.mlttinK crime. Now which country in the world had 

The Home orirn  ̂ by such indefinite detention?
Mr. GoSwamT was yonr rePly 10 L ®"1 L ytton ?

the undertaking * had told Lord Lytton that all depended on the form of
honourable to both . 1 1 "  „  ~ anted th® Home Member to find a solution 
wing of the Swarai p „ f“ ' m u’ ,n® had called the revolutionaries as the unseen 
disprove the s t a t e m e n t ^ . Tbe sPeaker therefore challenged the Home Member to 
warrants were a l  s i *  arree‘ ® , weT0 “ >ade on the 2 5 th October 192* and 
of diarchy in Ben’f ? *  < T  AngU8t l924’ the day Allowing the defeat
situation caused hv th. i  -Ri „ Flnally’ he emptosised the seriousness of the 
La j pat Bai’s statement e w b °,f Mr- Boae and other detennes. He endorsed Lala 
resources. 6 •bat tbe country, though weak to-day, had potential

the Government to^ouvine^ f ec â™ d emphatically that it would be impossible for 
The Home Member’s the Con&re*s without the release of these prisoners*
that terrorism was on ** m Tu8 a. ^ i c e  fCld tale. The speaker’s opinion was
reserve to itself the nnVJM i B,r 8ide* (Herei bere)« The Government wanted! to 
mto jail, terrorism would ,t tbe COnntry« If the Government were put
be controlled by this nni* ° P* « (kRugbtcr). Politics of the country could never 
will be doing dutv tn 1Cy °* rePre6sion. ” 1 agree with Mr. Acharya that I\  
(European benches • Ho i c°untry if I were in the place of Mr. Bose, 
the,Government, then the judgment of the Indian people can not change

Mr. Abdul Mati C  ̂ COndl̂ n punishment will fall upon this Government,”  
to the revolutionary11 Bâ d tbafc the Government was only adding fuel

mat êr* Others -7 ^? Lord Lytton seemed to have an uneasy conscience 
|r®  s ®vernment. Suffering f  ̂ been re êa8e<i in the past had not disappointed
qat of convicted personsb ^cte° ? ea °n  mere suspicion was more than even 

•n*QtemPer*te BDeinW nofc be shaken if these men are
, . W1̂  n°t  shift on to w   ̂ be made at St. Andrews Dinner, The Congress
bnsmees merrily, while Calcutta^? ? ?  Clive Street can go on doing its

Mr. TONKiNSON • 1 1  become a cleaner aud healthier city to live in.”

ieadint aQ open' tria ^  comPelb‘ng circumstances had rendered it im-
m S w fs  ^ rd 0,livte* and Lord ” perJ ence of »  life of Lord Lytton, Lord 

were absolutely forced on l^?nbead w?8 sufficient guarantee that the special
them. This revolutionary campaign took form

' ' **
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in intimidation dacoities and robberies. Wbafc coaid be more despicable than that 
some of the revolutionaries should have taken to teaching to pervert the minds on 
boys committed to their charge. Could any one deny that there was definite 
recrudescence of the same movement which practically brought Bengal to a state 
of terror in the years before the Defence' of India Act came into operation f 
Materials in the possession of the Government were convincing.

Mr. Jinnah * Why not try them?
Mr. Tonkinson replied that no Government worthy of its name would expose 

the witnesses to' peril. The Government could continue these measures until the 
situation improved.

Mr, Goswami ;  Until it is broken ? ‘ “*
Mr Tonkinson opined that if in England a similar situation arose the good 

sense of the British people would agree to these laws though Parliament would 
hesitate, as the Government of India hesitated in taking in hand ' these special 
powers. (Laughter.)

Pandit M ALAVIYA warmly repudiated Mr. Tonkin eon’s assertion that the English 
Parliament would not hesitate to enact a law like the Bengal Criminal Law  
Amendment Act. On the other hand, he thought that the members would not be 
allowed by the people to approach Parliament House unless exceptional circu r stances 
had arisen, Such circumstances bad not arisen in India. Prisoners had not been 
given fair play. Nothing but official ‘ Izzat* (prestige) prevented the Government 
from owning their mistakes. In not a single case had the reasons mentioned by 
Lord Lytton been proved. Every one in the discharge of his duties must bear 
all risks that were attendant on him. Indians and Europeans alike had to face 
Buch risks. Had not Lord Hardinge, when a bomb was thrown at him, say “ Let 
there be no change in policy.”  The Pandit accepted that there was a conspiracy.

. Bnt the way to deal with it was to bring the offenders to trial in an open 
manner. Lord Lytton who was a gentleman in many ways was wrong in the 
continued detention of the prisoners. Let not cowardly fear stand in the way of 
releasing the prisoners. The Government would earn the gratitude of the entire 
Indian community by releasing these men who had been under detention for 27  months.

Sir Alexander MUDDIMAN, the Home Member, then replied to the debate. His 
speech was of special significance in indicating the official mind on the subject of the 
release of Bengal detenues. He said

“  Sir, I will not detain the House very long, at least, 1 trust, not at this late stage in 
the proceedings. This debate has lasted the whole of the long day. It has evoked a 
great deal of interest in all quarters of the House. It is only natural that it should do 
so. It is a matter in which I will, for the moment, endeavour to do what one of the 
speakers asked me to do, that is, put myself in the position of those speaking on the other 
s'de and I desire to make it quite clear that I realise that they feel strong in this matter. 
That is perfectly clear from the debate. It is perfectly clear from previous debates and 
it is also well-known to me. Apart from that, it is a matter, and must necoesarily be a 
matter which, as I have told the House, the legislature will naturally press on the execu­
tive, namely, difecon tinning the extraordinary measures unless they can justify their 

u  continuance. I make no complaint of the manner in which this House frequently returns 
to that point, I should think less of tbem.if they did not do so. But as in all matters 
of this kind, it must be approached notin a spirit of antagonism, nor in a spirit of 
unheJpfulness, but in a desire to place a case before the Government which the Govern­
ment can possibly deal with and which docs not conflict with any of our primary duties. 
It has been said by one honourable gentleman that this was a matter that should not be 
made a question of party. In regard to administration of law and order, there is no 
party. The interests of the Government and the interests of the citizens ought to be one 
and I can assure this House that as the Home Member I have n« ver discharged any of 
my duties with the slightest regard to party or community. You doubtless do think 
often that the Government are wrong headed. You oftm think—you often say whether 
you really think it or not, for I doubt it—that we act from motives which we do not 
disclose, But I do beg the House to believe that as far as I am concerned and as far as 
the Government of India is concerned, there is no question of party or acting with any 
communal or political object. In our action in this matter our sole business is to deal 
a plain issue of law and order. I know the House dislikes the very mention of law and 
order when it comes from my lips though it comes very freely from the lips of those who 
sit opposite, Law and order does not mean that the Government is protecting itself. It 
means that the Government is protecting the bulk of its citizens.
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officials and Indian^ffiMait g°e°d thiB dcba6e about the growing cowardice of British 
this House, “ f iv e  S  S1  tbf ‘  18 ? ot 80*. 1 doa't  think that is the true opinion of 
I have had to discharo. P°81kion. o£ 8 0 importance in this country for many years,
with forces of disord!^01! * !0* BOme lmP°rtanoe which have brought me into contact 
pretend to be a man nf a '™ !* haVe n®yerT Jn lite had a guard of any sort. I do not 
for a Jong time lived^n p08™ 8.®’ Tfo r1 J 10.1, Ifc be true that having
(Laugnter) I ask tt™  Bengal I am tainted with the supposed vices of that province, 
that is being done rn n?nfnS? ° behevethat.there .is n?tbing in these measures of ours 
It is hard, I think i n oP!.0teCl an7  a° pp°8ed in,creaaing timidity on the part of high officials, 
action. Sir ir is _8 very hard, that I should be told that that is the reason of our 
Government’ mav ho t a .*ear tbafc pobce officials of both nationalities or. officers of the 
They have been u a. Btern ,fact,m Tbi® is not a question of apprehension.
precautionary measnroR^ tlh0t^ f j  That’ 8ir> diepose8 o£ the argument that these

Then m®aBnreB.are the children of unreasonable apprehension.
the minds’ of so,mpirtnJnfa« fU! t,ber P°ink tbat these outrages (unfortunately perhaps in 
number 0f nerfelnt affec(l merely a handful of Government officials. They aflect a 
meat; men who wer» men wh“ have ?otbing whatever to do with the Govern-
is taken are nnfr not ° ® cialB °* fche Government; men whose money
of the Governing GoVm5I1,^ nfc; men who are in3Qred are not often officials
servant of t h T r  Ahe unfortunate Mr. Day who was shot in the Park Street was not a
Government i* . ^ernment:« far as I know he had no connection whatsoever with the 
the discharge I f  f S ef ! Dy Government servants have suffered and died bravely in 
was said * von if  ,c.ufc!e8 !?ufc fcbey are nofc the sum total of victims of the outrages. Ifc
the assassin mav r I ^ i t k ndB ° f arrangeme? ts to Protect the great land \  Sir, the hand of 

Mr y render all precautions useless.
Sir* A Iyengar : Even with the Ordinance ?

or the honouraKU Yes* S.ir’ even with the Ordinance. I  cannot guarantee myself
their hand falk nn^!111̂ ^ ! 0^ 081̂  fr0m fcho hand of the a8Ba88in* You have seen that 

Mr T p von many who aFe innocent.
SirBiodlfm am t Gontinued detention will make it worse.
Mr t  t). t n : It may be so.
Sir A , ^M d̂ Bam : ** *8 80*

®e n  is so filled^lfv^11 3f. by  that my honourable friend means :hat the spirit of these 
Sir* he is using r*fhLanimo8lty thafc their release wil1 increase revolutionary crime, then, 

Mr. T p i t !  P°or argument in support of his own case.
Sir. a  M ud?m : Tbat ifi nofe fche Poinfe«

and order was as Hpfra? : u ?OW> .Sir» my honourable friend opposite said the cause of law 
his back-bencherflwhnm aV fcc^a8 t0 Sir» does he agree with the view of one 

in India to becomfl 1  d  lf lfc was in my P°wer>1 would stir up every young man
India.”  i B that .. a revolutionary conspirator and encourage revolutionary crime in
Barely not.) (Another f 6B8ag® ,of his Party to me or not? (An honourable member: 
BhouJd like to have heard P3? 11̂ 6 1: H« waa right in saying so.) That, Sir, I

Now, £ desire # rd rePadiated, because it would have made my task easier.
®y f  gentleman who d L  ! ^  T feh one i88ue that wafl raised—raised in a very moderate way 
to the Bufferings of /  8Pca^ 80 “ oderately—but on this occasion he referred
at once, on behalf of n  ^^ese m 8̂8uidcd men as a result of their confinement, I mav 
or if anybody else pan ?vc^ ment» say that if he can justify any real case for release 
case for release has JOBtity any case for release or if we ourselves can find that any v 

Pandit Mofcilal 0n medicai grounds that release will be made.
Sir Alexander 1  dld no  ̂ P °fe my amendment on that ground,

certain sense of humanUw :o ^ °* I desire to make ifc plain that we have
fieriously impaired t h do n°t desire to detain men whose health has been so 

Mr. R an L w am f rlhei P° wei? of harm have gone.
Bir Alexander MnrIrH^ar 5 ^^asculafce them before you release them.

Sir, my fcon. fnrend hav0 nofc as yet adopted that system. (Laughter).
f a e- Well, it i8 ^  *h“ ‘  the taIe fchat I have told tha House is a thriw-told

8ay ®  three tim«o -fcaIe’ You wi,i remember the remark in Alice when-’ 
My hon’hlA f t * 181 Therefore, none the less it is, because it

3 "  r  no 4 S S Lal a LaiP»t Bai, in a very interesting speech, 
attemnt r ° Uld mi>v« him ?  a.dd” Qe wonld moye m« and' tbat no arguments 
endpnwAf,.*? do 80 and I* n ’  to d®al witb bis speech is useless for me to 
preventive6'1  t0 Mdre68 8° J ry that this should be the cage, for I should have 
preventive measures were t  him* Some otber ®emher said that

5 4  wn to Indian law. Well, Sir, it seemed to me when
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I was a magistrate for some time that there were certain sections such as sections 1 0 7 , 
1 0 8  10 9  and 110  which were of a preventive character arid which may result in 
the5 incarceration of those who do not comply with their provisions. (An hon, member: 
Use them.) I  was merely referring to the argument that there wore preventive 
measures in our law.

Now, Sir, an argument was used that the Government does not do these 
things bonafide, that we do it because it pleases us to do so capriciously. There 
is some peculiar feeling that I sleep or my honourable colleagues sleep more comfortably 
because they know that other people ar^ sleeping uncomfortably. That is not so, 
I  assure the House that that is not the case. Put it on the lowest ground, these 
men are a source of great political annoyance. To me they are a very good stick to 
beat the Government with. Their case is brought before me frequently and they 
give me and my officers a great deal of trouble and so putting it on lowest grounds, 
we do not keep them in because we enjoy doing it. I want to make that point 
perfectly clear. We have not put those men in jail either for political reasons or 
for the' sake of gratifying some perverse sense of delight in oppression which is 
perfectly foreign to me or to the Government and would be a very unsatisfactory 
form of amusement. Sir, I noticed with satisfaction that my honourable friend 
the Pandit expressed his intention of supporting the Government in any measures 
required for law and order other than the one before the House. If he will pardon 
me I have heard him say this before on another occasion (A voice : Any reasonable 
measure) where difference will probably come, and amiable as this House is in many 
ways it has not always shown its readiness to support reasonable measures or at 
any rate measures which this side of the House thinks reasonable. (A voice: 
Which side f) The House generally is unwilling,;/,as all legislatures are apt to be, 
to support strong measures.

Now, Sir, a portion of my speech did not attract as much attention as I  
thought it might have done. It is possible because I spoke at considerable length 
foreign to my natural tendencies. I did not perhaps make it as clear to the House 
as I thought I  did. I said and I will repeat it and I  would ask the House to listen 
carefully. I had read out His Excellency’s statement when he first addressed this 
House dealing with this question of the release of Bengal detenues. I may emphasise 
It that there were two conditions which were mentioned in that statement. The 
first condition, I  hold and I  think the House generally will hold, is not fulfilled. 
As regards the second condition I  made the following remarks. I said : (As to the 
second condition which raises the question of individual release the matter must 
be decided in the last light of the record of the detenue and his present attitude» 
The Government are not demanding as is sometimes alleged any humiliating con­
fessions from these detenues. They are more interested in the future than in the 
past. A declaration that a detenue would on release take no part in revolutionary 
activities would be an element to be taken into consideration by the Government, 
But this on the one hand would not amount to a confession that he had taken 
part in such activities in the past and on the other hand such a declaration could 
not and would not be accepted by the Government as a ground for release without an 
examination of the whole circumstances of the case and the past record of the detenue.”  

*  That, Sir, i f  I  may say so, was rather an important portion in my speech which I  
thought the House should have taken more notice of. The only speaker who did refer to 
it was my honourable friend, Mr, Goswami. He referred to it as being something different 
from an offer or a statement which he understood, no doubt in his own judgment correct­
ly, to have been made by His Excellency Lord Lytton at a meeting or Conference ho 
held sometime before the session began. Well, Sir, when we were discussing the motion 
for adjournment the other day, this point was raised by a speaker who sits behind me 
and it was also raised by the honourable friend and I confess I was somewhat surprised 
at the statements that were made and accordingly communicated with the Government 
of Bengal and ascertained what had happened. The statement made by His Excellency 
Lord Lytton, I am assured, did not differ in terms from the statement I made to the 
House to-day. That there was undoubtedly some difference of opinion as to what was 
actually said seems clear, but I think it right to all parties concerned to say that the 
Government of India and the Government of Bengal are at one on this and although 
there may have been bonafide misconception, there is no difference in fact.

Mr. Goswami: Will the honourable the Home Member permit me to say just one 
word f I  Suppose human memory cannot always be relied upon but I think I took the 
precaution of getting His Excellency Lord Lytton to repeat this statement, I  said, “  I
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ake it from Your Excellency etc,”  I thought I had made it quite clear that I understood 
him very clearly and very categorically. That is all I can say.

Sir Alexander Muddiman : I do not mean to challenge the accuracy of the honour­
able member’s impression of what happened. That is not my point. It is quite evident 
that there was some genuine misapprehension of what His Excellency Lord Lytton said 
and I think it was right to clear it up at the earliest opportunity as, when the matter was 
mentioned in this House, I was not in a position to deal with it,

Mr, Jinnah-: Do I understand the honourable member to say that this statement 
would not involve a confession of guilt ? , ;

Sir Alexander Muddiman : I read out the words very clearly and will read them 
out again because on this point there must be no ground for doubt whatever. What I said 
was a declaration that a detenue would on release take no part in revolutionary activi­
ties would be an element to be taken into consideration, but this on the one hand would 
not amount to a confession that he had taken part in such activities in the past anif'on 
the other hand such a declaration could not and would not be accepted by the Govern­
ment as a ground for release without an examination of the whole circumstances of the 
case and the past record of the detenue. Now these words are carefully thought out 
words and I have read them out to the House on three occasions and hope the House will 
give due attention.

Now, Sir, let me develop the point I was about to make. It is said that these 
men aTenot revolutionaries and that they do not desire to commit violent acts. If that 
is the case, what I put before the House would seem to me to give them an opportunity 
at any rate of informing the Government if that is really their view. What view would 
the House take where a man says : '*• Yes, I am a revolutionary. You lock me up. I  
do not care in the least. I desire to overthrow your Government by every means in my 
power, if you let me out, 1 will use a revolver if l  can get it to overthrow you.”  Does 
the House wish me to release a man who says that ? (An honourable member : Put him 
on his trial). Does the House really desire me to release a man who says openly that if 
he is released he will do that ? ~  • UMj

Pundit Motilal Nehru: Put him on. his trial and evidence from the admission of 
that man would secure a conviction right enough.

D ir  A. Muddiman: No man will be so foolish as to make that statement in cir­
cumstances where 1 can use it in evidence against him. That is a point I desire to bring 
oetore the House and on that I think the Government iB entitled to aBk what the view of 

e House in a case of that kind is, namely, where a man says frankly, *c I am a revolu- 
lonary ; I  desire to overthrow your Government, I-desire to use any means in my power 

to do that. If I can get a revolver, I will shoot the first police officer I come across.”  v 
Pandit Madan Mohan M alaviya: You have got Sections 10.8 , 109  and 110  of the 

Criminal Procedure Code,
Sir Alexander Muddiman: I have put before the House a question of some impor­

tance. I  will aBk the House to think over that question very seriously. I have defended,
Mr. Jinnah : Is there any detenue, Sir, who has made that statement ?

-̂ re8ident: Does the honourable member wish to give way ? 
do Alexander Muddimaa: No, Sir, when I was interrupted I was Baying I have 
of th« this resolution. It has been spoken to with ability in many parts

B?* bDt no BPeech has been of greater ability than t bat of Mr. Tonkinsun 
Af r  * COnnection with the Home Department, I desire to acknowledge to-day, had 

HAfcnn fW it ? Fê est ^alue and to whom I tender my congratulations. Sir, I shall not 
House from proceeding to its judgment by vote.

Pandit Nehru’s Amendment Carried,
Divtelon took place at 6 p.m. and Pandit Motilal’* amendment *a» carried by 

votes against 50  after which the House adjourned.

Official Bills* '*
House re-assembled next on the 7TH FEBRUARY with an agenda 

o official legislative business* At the outset, on the motion of Mr. M. S. 
ney, the Assembly selected a number of members to sit on the Select 
mmittce to the Bill to amend the Indian Securities Act, 1920* 

j  m Alexander Muddiman then introduced the Bill amending the Presi* 
uency Towns Insolvency Act 7 '^ -  ^ d  the Provincial InB qlm cy^c^ l920i

l l l f l f t  |r% -* ~ ■



Limitation Act Amendment.
The Home Member next moved for consideration of the Bill amending 

the Limitation Act 1908 (amendment of article 182). He said that the High 
Courts had expressed themselves in favour of the changes proposed.

Mr. Doraiswami Iyengar, in opposing the consideration of the motion, 
said he did so because he had failed in his honest attempt with the Home 
Member earlier in the day to have the Bill referred to the Select Committee. 
He said the Government were merely paying lip homage to the recommenda­
tions of the Civil Justice Committee. "“The difficulties of litigants were not 
so much in getting decrees but after getting them. Mr. Iyengar read the 
recommendation of the Committee in this particular and emphasised that 
the Government had taken advantage of a small conditional clause to bring 
before the Assembly this ha’penny ta’penny measure. Opinion was 
for deletion of article 182 and not for this very minor change which he 
feared would result in increasing frivolous applications by compelling, the 
decree-holder to be court-burnt, looking after execution of applications. This 
was not the way to reduce law’s delays but to increase them.

The Bill was then considered clause by clause. Discussion centred 
round the motion of Mr. Doraiswami Iyengar for the addition to clause 
five of the said article the following words : “ or the date of any final decree 
passed in a suit directing refund of any amount realised by a decree-holder 
in execution of the decree. 1

Mr. S. R. Das agreed with the principal of the amendment suggested 
and promised to bring before the Council of State the necessary amendment. 
Thereupon Mr. Doraiswami Iyenger withdrew the amendment. The Bill 
with a verbal alteration suggested by Moulvi Mohamed Yakub was then 
passed.

T h e  C u r r e n c y  B i l l .
The Home Member then announced the Government’s considered 

decision to move for consideration of the Currency Bill relating to the 
exchange ratio on March 7th.

The Home Member announced that “ Government have given very 
careful consideration to the question of further procedure on the Currency 
Bill and have taken fully into account the views expressed by various 
speakers in the course of the debate on January 25th. In order that their 
position in this matter may be clear .to the House, the Government desire 
to explain shortly the reason for the conclusion they have reached.

“ As many hon’ble members are aware, the main features of the budget 
have to be settled by the Government by the middle of January each year 
and it is only under considerable pressure that the preparation of the detailed 
estimates and demands for grants can be completed in time for the introduo* 
tion of the budget on February 28th. The decision of the Assembly to 
postpone consideration of the Currency Bill last August, therefore, made it 
impossible for the budget of 1927-28 to be prepared on the basis of any 
ratio other than Is. 6d. The effect on the budget of a reduction of ratio 
to Is. 4d. would, of course, be very considerable, but it does not in any way 
depend on the question whether final decision regarding ratio is taken 
before or after the introduction of the budgjjt. Clearly the effect must be 
the san?£ ya either oase^and as state& ^J*^ Currency Commission in para

^  « .
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207 of their report, the effect though it is not decisive, cannot be ignored 
fn f  2™ 6.1?11* whati the ratio should be if the House is called upon to come 

cision on the ratio before the budget is introduced. The decision will 
p 0 p ace ln the absence of facts and figures which are known to the 
wtJvheAh!* f t0 oare VGry Material to the decision and should obviously be 

f ®?use in coming to their conclusion, but cannot be disclosed
,1 ou, a premature disclosure of the contents of the budget. If, on the 

Rn«r a*ii 1. budget is opened before the discussion takes place, the 
nn f^6 a - * V0 knowledge of bearing upon the finances of the country 

e decision they are called on to take and will be able to come to*their 
nfn<iiUS1<iI1S on the budget and on the ratio with a full understanding 

r®evank facts. No more and no less difficulty would be involved in 
a justing the budget figures and the proposals to Is. 4d. if a decision 

taVfiV°Ur P ratj° were taken after 28th February than if it were
dAm^ri6 * ier* *n v*ew o£ those considerations the Government have
nnr>DiVi ^own the motion that the Currency Bill be taken into
consideration on Monday the 7th March \
non-nffin^i6 thei 4 88e?lbly adjourned till next day (for consideration of 
tion Pill res°lufcl0ns), the Select Committee’s report on the Steel Profceo- 
R eport . _ Was presenfced am idst cheers. The following is the tex t of the

Select Comm. Report on Steel Protection Bill.
{ T h e  M a j o r i t y  R e p o i t .

with the° Bilf and havo now tho honour t0 submit this our report
considered six differpn* J  «B annexcd thereto. At the outset of our proceedings, we
in paragraph 94 nf *8 c°nferring protection on the steel industry enumerated
tion to the Indian jP°rt o£ tbe Bidian Tariff Board regarding continuance of protec*
were satisfied that- nniJ+ QBtry\  Ab a result of our discussions, a great majority of us 
of these is that emhnHiJI - ° I f f H l  were practicable in the present circumstances. First 
manufacture against pnmLv8 M l by wbicb duties are imposed on steel of British 
imported from other connH^fcUl°r?u £rom the Unifced Kingdom and higher duties on steel 
be imposed on steel BCCond is a system by which uniform duties would
between fair selling dpipm/  t rrom any source, these duties being based on the difference 
In order that the differanriL sfc€el and weighted average prices of imported steel. 
Commerce Department of tho a  between two methods might be clearly brought hut, the 
would be necessary in tho T.?.̂ ernm®nt of India supplied ub with amendments which 
average system without inorpii • aild *ts. schedule, if it were decided to adopt weighted 
Department also suDDlipH or diminishing the degree of protection given. The
certain classes of steel wnnM r*endmenta. embodying a modification of this system by which 
additional duties and tho a  G°me 8ukjecfc to (a) uniform basic duties and (b) uniform 
the additional duties r w  nnf ?u GT?°r.‘Qeneral in Council would be empowered to modify 
This modification of the ' • ? l3a81c duties) whether by way of increase or of reduction, 
it is open, viz. that it nm .^eiSated average system removes one of the objections to which 
protection could be rpd V1  ̂ .EG mcans by which without legislation the amount of 
excessive. uced “ a substantial increase in prices bad rendered it altogether

°n steel of B^itisham̂ an̂ f ̂  advaniftgC8 i. %  (a) differential duties with a lower rate
(b) weighted average <»vct atacfcur8 and a higher rate on steel not of British manufacture and 
affected into a basic opened fche division of the duty on such class of steel 
first of these alternative* additionaI duty. A majority of ns aro of opinion that the
be adopted. In arriving d m ?*18 fcbe 8cbeme adopted in the Bill is preferable and should 
embodied in the preamble iu  »®?,nclu8ion we have attached great weight to the principle 

well-being of the m t l j a t  a of protectioS must have due regard'to 
mmurnty, We are satisfied that the economic interest of India

4tm
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will be better served by the system of differential rates of duty on British and non-British 
steel than by a system which subjects all Btecl to*uniform rates of duty based on weighted 
average prices of imported steel. A weighted average system of duties must be unsuitable 
because change in the relative level of prices of British and continental steel would lead 
to change in proportions in which steel made in India is sold ih competition with steel 
from either source. A more serious objection is that the price both of standard steel and 
of fabricated steel would be raised unnecessarily, owing to the higher duty on British steel. 
As a result the cost of inportant public works involving the use of large quantities of 
steel would be increased. The manufacture of machinery in India would be rendered 
more difficult and industrial development oi the country would be retarded. It has been 
urged that the weighted average system at any rate diminishes the burden imposed on 
users of steel. We do not consider that that claim is well founded. Of the classes of 
steel to which the Bill applies differential rates of duty, the most important is steel bars 
and in this case the difference between the dutjam continental bars proposed m tbe Bin 
and the duty required under weighted average system is no more than Be. 2 a ton, 10
that extent, price of steel bars would be higher under the differential system in Calcutta
and in any other area where Indian steel can compete effectively with imported steel. But 
in areas which are nearer to other great ports of India than they ars to Jamshedpur and 
where consequently Indian steel is at a disadvantage, it is possible for importers to raise 
the price of continental steel bars to a point a little below the price at which British steel 
bars could be imported under the weighted average system. This point is higher by 
Bs. 9 a ton than it is under the differential system. We believe that if the differential 
system is adopted the consumer of non-standard steel in any area in which Indian steel 
cannot effectively compete will not in fact pay a higher price than he would under tne 
weighted average system but a lower one owing to tbe reduction on the British steel.

« We considered but were unable to accept a suggestion for securing the welfare ot 
labour for the limitation of dividends and for preventing industrial concerns wbioh enjoy 
the benefit of protection from passing out of Indian into foreign hands. We thins- that 
difficulties in the way of incorporating provisions of this'kind in the Bill are insuperable,

« Having approved by a majority the principle of differentiation in certain classes of 
steel between steel of British manufacture and steel not of British manufacture, we 
proceeded to a consideration of the details of the Bill,

1 Clause 2 : We considered a suggestion that the Bill contained no provision for 
the consequences which might follow a substantial decrease in the price of British steel 
and we have amended Clause 2 (1) of the Bill in order to provide
It is proposed by the amendment to insert m section S of the Indian Tariff Act 1894 a 
new sub-section empowering the Governor-General in Council to increase but not to reduce 
the duty chargeable on articles of British manufacture if changes m prices are likely to 
render ineffective the protection given to the Indian steel industry.

fa Clause 8 : We have made an amendment in this clause omitting words, as, accord­
ing to the clause, before tbe amendment, it would be impossible for the Governor-General
in Council without legislation to order a general enquiry into the condition of steel 
industry before the let of April 1938. We think this restriction is undesirable since 
circumstances might be such &b to render an enquiry imperative at an earlier date.

u in the schedule we have made an amendment in item 62 in Part IV in Schedule 11 
to the Indian Tariff Act 1924 as amended by the Bill. Under this item as it stood, certain 

' Snds of steel bars which the Tariff Board considered should be subject only to a revenue 
duty, became subject to a protective duty. The effect of the amendment made s t  

^exclude such bars from the scope of protective duty.

M i n u t e s  o f  D i s s e n t .
Minutes of dissent signed to the report of the Select Committee on the Steel Pro tec- 

tion Bill are two. The one is signed by Mr. Jayakar, Lala Lajpat Rai, Mr. Bhnnmhkham 
Chetti and Mr. Amarnath Date, while the other is signed by Mr. Jamnadas Mehta, Mr. 
M. N. Joshl and Mr. M. K. Acbarya. The former minute says

« We reeret we have not been able to agree with the scheme of protection as embodied 
in the Bill approved by our colleagues. Though certain amendments have been made to 
the Bill as originally introduced by the Government, yet the general scheme 
same. 1 The main scheme of the Bill is to differentiate between steel 
non-British origin. The Bcberne lias been criticised as a scheme of 
but we were assured that this is SStifW f J A M ;
upon differences in the quality of steel imported. Even though we might be p p
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accept the assurance that imperial preference is not sought to be introduced through this 
Bill, yet the fact remains that the difference in duty which is sought to be imposed is 
not based merely on the quality of goods but on the basis of the country of origin. We 
think it very undesirable to accept any scheme of protective duties based upon the 
country of origin of commodities imported. The acceptance of such a principle in any 
form is not merely unsound but it may lead to complications in future.

% Though a greater proportion of continental steel that is imported into India does 
not conform to British standard specifications, it has not been denied that standard steel 
is manufactured in the continent also. By imposing a higher duty on all continental 
steel, irrespective of the fact whether it is standard steel or not, continental manufacture 
of standard steel is placed at a disadvantage in the Indian market as compared with the 
position of British manufacture. Such a discrimination, in our opinion, cannot be 
justified unless India is prepared deliberately to adopt a policy of British preference.

“  Though we are assured that all steel manufactured in the United Kingdom conforms 
to British standard specification, yet it is not unlikely that the British manufacturer 
taking advantage of the assured protection given to him in the Indian market for a 
period of seven years may lower the standard of British steel imported into this country. 
This result-can be brought about either by deliberately lowering the standard or by a 
greater use of semi-finished continental steel. Our apprehensions in this respect are 
confirmed by the remark of the Tariff Board in paragraph 104 of the report in which they 
observed, 4 the present prices of imported British steel on which our proposals are based 
reflects, to a very large extent, economies rendered possible by the use of semi-finished 
continental material.1 in any case there is a likelihood that rejections of British manu­
facture may be sent to India in larger quantities.

, “  These are some of our main objections against the schexe proposed by the Govern­
ment and for these reasons, we regret we cannot agree to that scheme. After carefully 
considering the various alternative schemes suggested by the Tariff Board, we have to 
come to the conclusion that a uniform duty based on weighted average system with a 
basic duty which will not be altered for seven years would be the best in the circum­
stances. Under the scheme that we propose, there would be a basic duty calculated upon 
the present selling price of British standard steel together with an additional duty to 
protect Indian steel against continental steel which sells, at a lower price. If prices of 

ritish or continental steel increases or decreases, the Governor-General in Council is 
given power to decrease or increase additional duty as the case may be. This modified 
scheme that we propose will meet the main objections urged against the average weighted 

2? proposed by the Tariff Board, Our scheme differs from that suggested by the 
lariff Board in that we have proposed the levy of a basic and an additional duty in the 
place of one uniform duty suggested by them and the additional duty that we proposed\ 
Would be levied upon all steel irrespective of the country of origin. By fixing a basic 
duty for a period of Beven years, the steel industry is assured a minimum protection 
daring this period and this would achieve the object of attracting fresh capital into the 
nows ' UBfeP - ? ? wer to alter the additional duty which we propose to vest in the Gover- 
proteetton ' Couno*1 will be an effective safeguard against any excessive or ineffective

steel ! r i ! C° nB,u ,M0Lf. thefact that under our scheme, the price of British standard 
Thnnoh 0 a ? - higher than the corresponding price under the Government Bill, 
we mav «p to be a defect inherent in* the scheme that we.propose,
halamwi lk i the a,̂ itional steel burden on tbe user of British steel is counter- 

£ We. l  price o£ continental steel. None of the alternative schemes 
Y w y * Tarifi Board can bo said to be entirely flawless and, in our opinion, the 

f f t we baje proposed seems to be the best under the circumstances. We append 
draft of the Bill embodying the scheme suggested by us.1*

Mr. Mehta’s Dissenting Minute.
the o tW °thMn wrIt:t?n by Mr. Jamnadas Mehta is opposed to imperial preference as 
DflonWiii ri0n ° f dissentientB, bat they point oat that the overwhelming majority of 
of am v* l-u  countenance imperial preference in any shape or form not | because 
on tlvf n£°'* i ty to* aTd« the British people but because of deep-seated conviction based 
are at th+ experience of nearly two centuries that British imperialists and capitalists 
differential U  a11 Indi^ 8 trouble. If the full results of the Board’s proposals of
give to the inT  whi°b are most in the nature of speculations materialiae, they will 
Moreover it imnn'Btfy the fir8t foor years the least protection when it requires most,
rupees a year on8? ! an £n̂ °^rable and wholly unnecessary burden of forty lakhs of 

, consumer of certain continental products in Burma, Eastern Bengal,

00
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tective duties. Finally, Mr. Jamnadas recommends, that the Bill snouia ne 
the Select Committee for the adoption of the above proposals.

T h e  T a r i f f  B o a r d ’ s R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .

The Board recommended th,a.tfi5 ' 0̂ 0{ Jr““^ l yearB till March 1923. The report of to be continued in a modified form ioT Be™ ^ 1  . , th condition of the industry
the Board “ ^ S e S r f . l  duties and abolition of the
embodied proposals for the imP°® , induatry in India bad substantially
system ot bounties. Pr°‘ectl°“ |  tnut *of finished steel at the end of seven years improved its position and the o p f . • exDCCted to be reduced especially
would be 600,000 tons while the ^  In Jamshedpur works,
after the recent and contemplated e t̂e 8UbBtanbially and unless protection was

jiisais syiisisihave obtained from Indian revenues about 2 ^  dĝ g not BQggeafc the adoption
as being less effective in preventing u calculated to discourage the British
of uniform duties because under i Pnnfinental steel would be clearly undesira-
standard of steel which is more . 0* British steel in future would be fairlyble. I t  is regarded as probable that the p ce , « foreseen as numerous factors like
stable but the course o£ Continental prices cannot 1̂" J “ 5 £ £  might come into play, 
combines and unfair dumping aided by a d p |  ic dttty on an steel imported from
Therefore the Board suggests the imposition of a M sicuu^y^ ^  orjgjn<

basic duty and no I;

^ S j l a S f r o m  Bs. 14 plus bonnties to Bs. 6 minimum basic duty and no additional 

" ^ s tru c tu ra l sections from Bs. 30 per ton to Bs 19 basic and 11 additional.
Bars from Bst 40 per ton to Bb• * “ 30 J « lK S « o n a l  duty while the duty

„  W p i  w S  E  basic and 16  additional and black sheets
from Bs 30 per ton to Bs 36 basic and 24 . j a 26 per cent, advaloremAs regards fabricated steel the Board raummeudi t  ̂place ^  By ^  end
duty a basic duty of 17 P” ,?60*’',’ thB industry should^be able to meet the British coffi- of seven years the Board beheved the industry ebouMbe an Jf ^  ContineBtal
petition without the assistance of any pro f pxotection might still be required,
prices remain at their present level some^asure W W  J  when there mnst
The proposed basic duties should be in orM unaU^^ mj h(. be rednoed or raised by the
be another statutory enquiry but addUion tbe period of protection if the
Government without reference to the pf 8*®,a The proposed duties though they involve
prices qf non-British steel Jnble T t h e  long run to reduce the
ft distinct, reduction in the existing dot. e B n r̂iod since the war. At the same time the prices of’ steel to a level lower than at any period sincere ^  on)y if the
Board points out that the low level of d fey reauirementa of rails in India so farGovernment arrange to purchaee the whole of their requirements or
aa they can be produced in India,
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While giving this warning the Board is constrained to warmly refote the allegations 
of the Tata Company that the Indian railways avoided the purchase of Indian material 
because these allegations were not substantiated by evidence. The Board has satisfied 
itself that differential duties are not impracticable from the administrative point of view 
and these are recommended as leading to an equitable distribution of burden over the 
different classes of consumers and based on purely economic grounds without regard to 
political considerations.

The Board after enquiring into the condition of the tin-plate industry similarly 
recommends for seven years a reduced protective duty from Bs. 85  to Bis. 4 8  per ton and 
it has ruled out the suggested discrimination of duty in favour of Wales since it is with 
the Welsh tin-plate that the Indian product has mainly to compete.

The Board’s recommendations are all unanimous and the report is signed by Mr, 
Ginwala and Messrs, Matthai and A. E . Mathias, members.

Govt. Action on the Board's Recommendations.
On or about the 17th January the Government of India published a Bill providing 

for continuance of protection to the steel industry in British India and formally repealing 
the 1924 Act, This Bill gives effect to the main recommendations of the Tariff Board 
recently published after a statutory enquiry. The protection is by means of increased 
duties on imports and not by grant of bounties on production and it will have effect 
for seven years from the 1st April, 1927 , to the 31st March, 19 34 . It is made clear, how­
ever, in the preamble and in clause 2  of the Bill that the limitation to seven years 
is applicable only to the rates of duty and not to policy of discriminating protection 
itself. The Bill provides for a statutory enquiry in 1923-24  in order to ascertain what 
amomit of protection may still be necessary and the manner in which it would be conferred.

Following the Board’s recommendations the Bill provides for the imposition of 
differential rates of duty on certain iron and steel articles, with a basic duty in case of 
artioles of British manufacture and an additional duty in case of those of non-British 
origin. The Bill also gives effect to two recommendations of the Board made in earlier 
Th»0fi 8\  • are clo8ely connected with continuance of protection to the steel industry, 
to t h 58 55mova  ̂°* the duty on unwrought zinc. The main object of this change is 
ornf»r»HCe 8 co?fe of manufacturing galvanized sheet and consequently the amount of 
opt PPT*fr°n The second proposal is reduction of duty on block tin from 15
pe t. aa valorem to Bs. 2 5 0  per ton, which has already been approved of by the Indian 

gis a ure by resolutions passed in February, 1926 , Both these changes, namely, 
movai of duty on un wrought zinc and red notion of duty on block tin, will not be 

subject to the seven years’ limit:
f ex*8̂ nP protective duties on wire and wire nails are continued, but the Govern- 

T%rr^oainn«0Unce(* t'keir intention of bringing before the Legislature in the Simla session 
proposals for a continuance or modification of these duties.

Adjournment Motion on Currency Bill.
Mad Jay. the 8TH FEBRUARY, soon after the House re-assem- 

Resident announced that he had received an adjournment 
f, p* r°m t- ,  Srinivasa Iyengar raising the question of putting off 

urrency Bill till after the Railway Budget had been disposed of and
general budget had been presented. The President said that the deci- 

lon was announced only the day before and it was prima facie in order, but 
he would hke to hear objections.

, flThe. Member submitted that the ohair should watch very jealously 
netner the business of the House should be allowed to be disturbed very 

if f ^ overnment had a right to determine its own business and
with ft, tt *°^ow the wishes of the House, it would prejudice its own case 
W r o d t Uouse- He submitted that the matter was not urgent and was

Sir ypru ea, as rt* would be anticipating the debate on the Bill, 
strongest- urus“ottamdas said that the motion of adjournment had the 
tanoe DarHrT 1 0V|6r ma<̂ ® oufc and was a matter of urgent public impor- 
this month andTl &8- t*ie Budget was coming in the third week of

ne ratio would make a difference of a crore, in expenditure,
o f  '  '
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The President said that the chair was unwilling to accept an adjourn* 
tnent motion until a clear case had been made out. It did not lie in the 
mouth of the Government to say that the matter was not of urgent impor­
tance as he thought its importance and urgency had been admitted by , the 
Government -in considering this question at the meeting of the Executive 
Committee. He accordingly held the motion in order (applause from oppo­
sition benches ) and fixed 4 p. m. for its discussion.

Amalgamation of Oriya Tracts.
Mr. Nilabanta DAS then moved for the taking of immediate steps for 

putting or publishing schemes of putting all Oriya-speaking tracts under 
one local administration.

Pandit Nilakantadas said that an amalgamated one administration would 
be conducive to the interests of the people. He gave a short history of 
the agitation to bring the Oriya-speaking people under one administration 
and also how Orissa oame to be attached first to Bengal and then to Bihar. 
He recalled that under the Hindu Raj and also the Moghul Rule, the Oriyas’ 
identity was recognised, but it was under the British Rule that their 
Zamindars were sold away for paltry sums to the people in Calcutta who 
were absentee landlords. If Assam with practioally the same population 
and without a High Court and without a University could be constituted 
into a Province, why not the Oriyas have an exclusive province ? However, 
as long as the Oriyas were not brought under one administration, he would 
keep an open mind on the question of the province they should be part of. 
He would prefer to be part of Bengal rather than wash the fields of Bihar. 
But even if Government in the last resort asked them to agree to all the 
Oriyas being put under Bihar, they would accept it, but with a hope in the 
future of trying their luck for an exclusive province for the Oriyas.

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh wanted the issue to be clear and moved an 
amendment urging the amalgamation of the Oriyas with the present Orissa 
division of the Province of Bihar and Orissa and quoted from Messrs. 
Phillip Duffs report in support of his proposal. Orissa was backward and 
suffered from chronic starvation and would do well to remain with Bihar, 
but if the Oriyas wanted to go out of Bihar, the Biharis would bid them 
regretful but cordial farewell.

Mr. Ranga Aiyar’s amendment urging the redistribution of the pro- 
t4vinces on a linguistic basis was ruled out by the President as materially 

widening the scope of the original. resolution. Mr. Ranga Aiyar quoted 
Mr. Lionel Cuitis, the fore-runner of the Montford Reforms, that the aim 
should be the constitution of small provinces and all conditions laid down 
by Mr, Curtis were fulfilled by the Oriyas. They would not have a federal 
India on which Sir Frederick Whyte wrote at the request of the Government 
of India without a redistribution on linguistic basis.

In winding up the debate, Sir Alexander Muddiman said: If it was 
intended to group Oriya-speaking tracts into a separate province, then it 
required far greater enquiry and closer scrutiny than had been so far made. 
He was in great sympathy with Oriya-speaking tracts maintaining their own 
traditions and civilisation. With regard to the suggestion that Ganjam 
District should be transferred from Madras Province to Bihar and Orissa, 
this involved referring the matter to the Bihar Council not as to the desir­
ability of the transfer; because it was to be decided by the Government of
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India, but of the financial and administrative aspeots of the question. He 
admitted that the present arrangements were not altogether satisfactory. 
Personally, he thought that if after financial investigation, it was found that 
the tracts could be conveniently transferred to Bihar and Orissa, he would 
transfer them. Concluding, he said that the efficiency and convenience of 
administration would be the determining factor and if it was found that these 
two factors did not come in the way, the matter would be sympathetically 
considered. He, therefore, asked the mover to withdraw the resolution 
which along with the amendment was withdrawn.

Administration of Santhal Perganas.
Kumar Ganganand Sinha then moved withdrawal of Santhal Perganas 

District in the Province of Bihar and Orissa from the operation of Section 
fi? ^  and °*. Government of India Act of 1919 and the amendment of 
the Schedule Districts Acts of 1874 so as to omit from it Santhal Parganas 
occurring in part 3 under the head “ Scheduled Districts, Bengal, of the first 
schedule of the Act.”

f R?tnnarayan Singh moved an amendment suggesting the exclusion
0 the Districts of Sambalpur and Santhal Parganaa from the operation of 

ection 52-A and 71 of the Government of India Act. He drew attention 
hail ° either the Governor-General or the Governor of the province

ad very little or knew very little of what was going on in these Districts, 
was the Collector who was really a ruler and gave examples of what the 

speaker called petty tyrannies of local administration.
fhn • 1 • ^ a9 suggested an amendment to the above amendment urging

inclusion of the District of Angul and withdrawal of Section 71 of the 
overnment of India Act. Messrs. Nilkantadas, Gaya Prasd Singh and 

eswar Sinha spoke in turn up till four o'clock in support of the motion.

The Adjournment Motion on Currency Bill.
Mr. Srinivasa IYENGAR moved his adjournment motion at 4 p. m.' 

to V  yenSav found no reason why the Finance Member did not keep 
bv m  T̂0111*80' kast August the Government wanted to take the country 
currAnnPriSe aild rush tbe Bill, but when the Assembly postponed it more 
Bill Sir Basil imagined sprang up. Sir Basil dropped the
determinin^th ^  the ratio would affect the expenditure in
forward fu 8lJPPl6mcntry estimates, the Government must come 
seemed *-1 1o  ■ Currency Bill at once. The main purpose of the (delay 
ratio tt ôrco the Assembly to accept the Finance Member a
the nflr * -^w?verj submitted that the ratio should be determined in 
should n ^ b e  brought6"*8 °* country and that budget considerations

of ®upported the motion. He accused the Government
had toM h! breacl1 of the promise of August last. The Finance Member
the Rill • m , tbo uiembers would have an opportunity of discussing

8 i p  and cool manner and on its merits.
Mr Ja*1 ? ack°tt :“ Will the Hon’ble Member actually quote "me f> ? 

and nraPtioaii ar 8? d tbis Pr°Position was put forward by Mr. Rangachariar 
into hia ear by the Finance Member. A  small bird whispered
and place the m — Basd wanted to follow the policy of divide and rule

n e m o e r i on the horns of a dilemma by seetting up the
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provinces favourably treated in respect of the remission of contribution 
against provinces not so treated.

Sir Basil BLACKETT was pleased that the motion passed through 
narrow meshes and was allowed by the chair as he was thereby enabled to 
dispel the prejudice. The Government were entitled to bring, in the 
interest of India, the exact bearing of the ratio on the budget figures. The 
policy of remission of provincial contributions was laid down by the House 
and whatever the Government would do in this matter, it would nob be 
influenced by what the House did to-day? He heard the charge of trickery 
and he asked what all this excitement meant, whether it foretold that the 
House was being locked into expressing a final decision in blissful ignorance 
of some important consequences that the advocates of Is. 4d. were so despar- 
ately afraid of discussing the ratio in the light of relevant facts and figures. 
(Official cheers). He admitted the need for early discussion but there would 
be no serious damage done in the interval to the country by justifying the 
adjournment motion, It was not challenged that the adoption of Is. 4d. 
would have disastrous consequences on the budget. (Voice : No. no).

Sir Purshothamdas THAKURDAS said: Ever since the 25th ultimo 
when the House came to know that the Finance Member wanted to take 
advantage of something in the budget, the,, House did not want that the 
artificial support to that ratio should be made available to the fiiuanoe 
Member. (Sir Basil Blackett and Official Members : ‘ Why I )

Sir Purshothamdas Thakurdas: •* Because the ratio is not to be for 
one budget but for 50 budgets. (Applause). Are you prepared to guarantee 
that under Is. 6d. there will be no more deficits after you leave India or 
are you anxious to balance the budget in your period of office irrespective of 
the deluge that may follow when you have left ? What the country wants 
is a correct ratio. (Applause). I say the Finance Member having wasted 
16 million of gold resources of India, he (Finance Member) is afraid of coming 
before the Assembly without an extra present, however, short and tem­
porary it my be.” Was it not a fact that never in the history of the Indian 
legislature had any other bill been allowed to intervene till the House had 
discussed and disposed of the Finance Bill? By putting the bill on the 7th 
March the Government was stampeding the Assembly.

The Finance Member : “ No, Sir, ”
Sir Purshothamdas : What is the good of saying “ No, That is 

what you are doing. Sir Purshothamdas further asked whether a commer­
cial budget like railways could be treated properly when the ratio would 
make a difference of a crore and a half in the railway revenue and capital
expenditure.

Mr. Jamnadas MEHTA said that the Government was blowing hot 
and cold in the same breath. In August last Sir Basil wanted the Bill to 
be considered "  now and here To-day he said, there is no harm m 
considering the Bill after a month. ” This was an insult to the intelligence 
of ‘ the Assembly. If you regard the Bill as a matter of permanent import­
ance, then you should allow us to discuss it now.

Sir Basil B l a c k e t t H e a r .  hear.
M r. Jam nadas M ehta : Y ou say “ hear, hear,” bu t a ll th e  sam e you  

are d eaf. (L augh ter.) Y ou  w ant u s to  settle  th e  ratio question in the
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light of the figures of a single budget. This is aa- unnatural method of 
deciding the ratio problem.

Mr. Srinivasa IYENGAR, replying, said he was thoroughly unconvinced 
by the arguments of the Finance Member. The plea of budget figures 
was unreal for, irrespective of the budget, the Government had accepted 
Is. 6d. and once the Government pronounced its deoision it never changed 
it even if it knew it was wrong. (Laughter). The Home Member’s state- 
ment promising consideration was ambiguous.

The Home Member : If the Hon’blc Member suggests that when I made 
that statement I had made up my mind, he is saying what is not true.

Mr. Srinivas Iyenger accepted the contradiction. He challenged the 
Government’s right to determine the course of business altogether indepen­
dently of the wishes of the House.

Sir Basil Blackett was glad to hear on the authority of the Congress 
President that his Party would vote on the ratio on its merits and that the 
press announcements that the Party had already decided to vote for Is. 4d. 
on political grounds was untrue. The Finance Member admitted that the 
House must vote on the permanent ratio, but its effect on the budget could 
not be slurred over and a clear ideal of its effect on the next budget and 
succeeding budgets could not be had till the budget was presented.

At 5-30 division was called and the motion was carried by 52 against 
45 votes amidst loud cheers from non”official benches. The House then 
adjourned.

Next-day, the 9TH FEBRUARY, the Assembly devoted its sitting to vote 
23 supplementary demands for grants. References were made during the 
discussion to the difficulty caused by the ratio controversy and there was 
an interesting debate on a token cut raising the question of aviation.

Demands for Excess Grant..
Sir Basil Blackett first moved the demand for the excess grant of over 

f ftkk.8 under Posts and Telegraphs for the year 1924-25. He did 
not think it desirable to go into technical details and explain to the House 

0 r.eas,uo for bringing forward this demand. The position was fully 
examined by the Public Accounts Committee.
charaA^f & 8̂ orfc discussion demands for excess grants for 1924-1925 
Tndif AU>ur0V,eilU0 under Ifet beads: Posts and Telegraphs, Survey of 
Stnnlr r  r° *°&y> Education, Civil Veterinary Services, Census, Joint 
abroad f m^ ^ es*r,®uP0rannuation Allowances and Pension Refunds were all 
•jL f j . ,  *, *be Congress members cried “ No” on all these demands,

Th^TT *> r e s s opposition to a division.
m e nous© then proceeded to vote supplementary demands for grants.

Aviation Expenditure.
supplementary grants were voted. When a supplementary 

1Q9 i7D °r 9*96.000, in respect of aviation for the year ending 31st March 
nn . . wa.8 Pandit H. N. Runeru moved its reduction by Es. 100' to elicit 
aviaMn • °r“ ation from the Government. Firstly, he asked whether civil 
Govern0 f  < ® was to he developed through private enterprise or by the
teieamWhn • 33 j? 8 bein« done in the case of railways, telephones and 
the \ wbetll0r the Government proposed to put a clause in

s  ment whioh they would come to  with a private oompany whioh
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would carry on civil aviation that after a certain period it would be taken 
over by the Government; and thirdly, whether the Government would accept 
the principle of giving employment to Indians in air service. These matters 
were not clear in the memorandum which was supplied to him. He was 
anxious to see that this demand which involved a question of policy should 
be thoroughly discussed by the Assembly. He, therefore, suggested that 
this demand should be brought up along with the budget.

Sir Purshottamdas Thakurdas as a member of the Standing Finance 
Committee that recommended the matter being put before the Assembly 
urged the postponement of the debate On this demand, firstly, because the 
issues involved were very serious, and secondly, some members were not 
in possession of the memorandum and they must weigh all facts fully because 
expenditure would in future very likely go up to Rs. 25 to Rs. 30 lakhs.

Mr. Chetti asked whether discussion could be conducted without the 
House being supplied with a memorandum.

The President said this was not a point of order. The remedy lay in 
the members1 hands by postponing discussion.

Sir B. N. Mitra assured he had not the slightest objection to adjourn­
ment and could, if the House wished, reply to the points raised by Pb. 
Kunzru. The discussion was, thereupon, adjourned unanimously and the 
House agreed to all the remaining demands for grants. Only in respect of 
stationary, Mr. Jamnadas wanted to criticise tire Calcutta Printing branch 
for not supplying books but the President ruled it out of order. The House 
then adjourned.

Administration of Santhal Perganas.
On the 10TH FEBRUARY, the House reassembling, discussion was 

resumed on Kumar Ganganand Sinha’s resolution urging the withdrawal of 
Santhal Parganas Districts in Bihar and Orissa from the operation of sec­
tions 52(a) and 71 of the Government of India Act 1919.

Sir Alexander Muddiman said that under section 52(a) sub-section 2 of 
the Government of India Act, powers of the Legislature were limited with 
regard to putting into effect any law. He wanted a ruling from the Chair 
whether the Assembly could discuss the amendment of Mr. B. Dass which 
wanted exclusion from the operation of Section 52 of the Act and not 71 
thereof.

The President ruled that the Assembly could discuss the amendment 
which was perfectly in order.

The Home Member referred to Santhal Parganas and paid a handsome 
tribute to the services of Augustus Cleveland who at the age of 29 turned 
the dangerous border into a district with peace and prosperity as was 
described on his memorial. Cleveland was one who, without bloodshed or 
terror of authority, employed only means of conciliation and conquered the 
entire population of Santhal Parganas and brought them to appreciate the 
arts of civilised life. After the death of Cleveland, the administration 
there was conducted much on the lines laid down by him. What struck one 
uiost wa8 bow greatly the administration in this part depended on particular 
officers stationed there.
, Home Member, continuing, said that the Santhals have very strong
indigenous system of village organisation and headmen were still powerful. 
High middle class Hindus were only IB per oent of the population) the rest
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O i M  While Santhals were quite happy, it seemed to 
2 ®  tha , fchl3 ^solution has been brought up in the interest of emigrants 
who would or could not get lands in these Parganas as they did in other

„ d,8tr,0t3-, JS Wfl A,l0MDder Muddiman added that the fact 
was historically proved that whenever it was attempted to introduce 
ordinary kw , there was unrest among Santhals. It was so in 1855 and in 
18 7 1 and there would be unrest again to-morrow if they affected the landlord 
of the Parganas to the.detriment of original inhabitants.

that Avan S T  T P° rting the “ o«on, expressed his surprise
that evenafterthreequarters of a century of British rule, the people wore
held in Arcadian simplicity. If it was a backward tract, then it was

tp»  s t : ,  sga;
, 7 8 ° ”  ‘ h”  ' ° reh"*d ° f  S * W »  by imperial

law and a S 8 w r tini  fche, m° tion’ exPIained toe defects in criminal 
what harm t W « Wheti ^ t^ S0uawS contributed to the good of the people and 
J  the^resTo^TnHir"1^ 6̂ , ^ 6^  W0r6 .chan8ed the lines of the law 
officers. If the whole ^  Tnd- ^  h"  KSald ° f tbe adm.uiatration by good 
instance, Sir Alexander M u d d S n ^ h  been governed bJ  good officers like, for 
there would perhaps wh°  w aaa very good man (loud laughter),
The people of B e n S I  b " °  ,need fot the A“ ®“ bly and Councils, 
would not in the w ofh ^ j ) 0n 80 “ uob accustomed to terrorism that they 

i a  their administration.miDd terr0ri8m for Santbalese if there was introduced

permLrentUdomi°nat^nao fTRa>” v.da8 i8aid tb°  daya of seourin« peaceful, ' 
of G overn™ ™ ? i f  1“ . u Bntlsb rule were past and the ideal of officers
contended S e n s  °  x L  K  t0 p™ gr0PS, towards tak in g  self-respected and 
of the British «  he HomeMembers speech was a confession of failure

^ e  would ask whether the policy of keeping
againstEuropeans the0, Bame poli(*  .fchafc wa8 b# * S  adejted
not develop coal mines t h a n ^  ^hamnarayan Singh that he would rather 
fop that reason i> deprive the Santbalese of the chance of progress
t lth o n  °  83 th0 Cl6ar dufcy of thQ House to vote for the re-

personal' ^ p T rlen ce^ f fC? 0ep d as he ros0 intervene. He said that 
knew the nennl* ; Barganas. waa on the official benches.. He for one
last twelve ^ears*1 western districts of Bengal Presidency during the 
for zemindars and U J i t f  j  a har(kworkiug, sturdy race doing harvesting
been able t?  ?  *nd!ords ,ln Ben«al districts but the Santbalese had never 
resolution it themselves against these people. The mover 'of the
the SanthalcHn w * r  Wa.ntod reform in administration not so inuoh for
anguish in his minri01 ? D-0t J aoe ° f  pleaders ; for, who did not discern the 
paucity of p l e a d e r s hl8 faoe wben Mr‘ Gangauanda Sinha deplored the

defects in the law a^ W  *if b a : ^ bftfc 1 P id  was that it was because of the
Wat “ e people, were not obtaining justice.

«n
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Mr. Donovan : What is the good of having pleaders or engaging plea­
ders when the average annual produoe per head was nine maunds ?

Mr. Rangaswami Iyengar: What is the good of the Anglo-Indian 
Nawab ?

Mr. Amarnath D utt: Save him from p i  spleen boing ruptured.
Mr. Rangaswami: What good is justice to the poor man ?
Mr. Donovan : Only the man who could engage a pleader could get 

justice as against a man who could not.̂
Mr. Rangaswami: Hardly a compliment to you, gentlemen.
Mr. Donovan : In my view there should be more special laws.
Mr. Rangaswami : Martial Law and no d,amned nonsense.
Mr. Donovan : The people in Santhal Parganas are guileless innocents 

under the mercies of money-lenders. The only way you can help the 
Santhalese is by Co operative Credit Society movement. The mover will 
have an opportunity to show his practical sympathy for Santhalese on the 
7th March when the Currency Bill comes up.

Dewan Cbamanlal said as he heard Mr. Donovan, he felt tempted to 
collect all handkerchiefs on Swarajist benches and run to wash the tears 
flowing on his cheeks from the feeling for the Santhalese. (Laughter). A 
pleader could enter the Parganas even now to argue cases of value of over 
Rs. 1,000.

Mr. Donovan : How many of the Santhalese possess Rs. 1,000 ?
Mr. Cbamanlal: If they don’t, it is because of your damnable

system of administration. As for the system of slavery which you 
complain exists there, what have you been doing all these years of paternal 
Government? Mr. Chamanlal next quoted a case where the Magistrate 
remarked that the son who inherited fathers property should also be 
punished for the offence committed by the father.

Lala Lajpat Rai did not mind Mr. Donovans speech, but was surprised 
to hear arguments from a seasoned statesman like the Home Member. If 
the British system of administration could not be extended to Santhals, then 
the British could clear out of the Parganas bag and baggage and leave those 
people to their own system of Government.

The Lala asked why one policy was applied to Indians taking lands in 
Parganas while tracts were cleared for plantation and other purposes when the 
European wanted them, and the native of the land was turned out ? (Hear, 
bear.) If the Home Member believed in his arguments, why did he not 
extend to the frontier Council Government ? People of the frontier were 
alsp backward, brave, simple and dreaded money-lenders, but in this case 
it was imperial purpose that was to be served. Indeed, the official benches, 
arguments appeared to him nonsensical. If the Santhalese had not the right 
of occupancy, then the remedy was change of law in Bengal but not keeping 
the Santhalese backward. The arguments used were those that appealed to 
all despots.

Mr. Joshi said that jhe was neither a lawyer nor a money-lender. 
Therefô e-bis desire for the Santhalese being given civilised form of Govern­
ment was not influenced by any professional considerations. It was said 
that the Santhalese were kept under special regulations because the majority 
of them were uneducated, that it was intended to keep them away from 
the clutches of money-lenders, that outsiders would dispossess them of their 
land and that they were addicted to the use of liquor. He asked whether
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^ o Governmant had featen any steps to remedy any °E these state of affairs. 
,, ^ r 1® ®  Government educate them, bring special law's to eradicate 

e drink evil or pass laws to save the people from money-lenders and stop 
encroachments on their land ? What was the good of using these arguments 
when the object was suppression ? Under the present circumstances, it was 
only fair that the Santhalese be given the( ordinary form of Government.

Mr. ANEY pleaded for the inclusion of Sarabalpur under civilised laws, 
lie  could not find any justification for the exclusion of this district when 
mandla which stood on a par with Sambalpur was included in the C. P.

Kumar Ganganand SINHA, replying to the debate, quoted from the 
9 , ®ln(*u Minister, Bihar and Orissa Government, ^ 0  

said that the peculiarity of the position lay in that the law applied not to 
men but to land. The unanimous feeling in Bihar could be judged from 
the fact that the entire non-official element of the Bihar Council including 

e ministers solidly had voted for the proposition he had advocated.
ft*9 divided and by 50 to 40 votes passed the resolution as

p, T xr ^  . P as *°.r bringing about the withdrawal of special laws from
so a Nagpur Division, Districts of Angul, Sambalpur and Santal Parganas.

Enquiry into Indian Banking.
t A. ^ r* HAJI next moved for a commission consisting of a majority of 

* lfch an lQdian ohairman to examine the position of Banking 
tliaiT. • 10n8, *acl^ 10S a°d conditions in India and make recommendations for

al^  exPansion with particular reference to provision in 
nf ? ? 0 appropriate form of capital or finance necessary for the development 

“ d in M » -  Mr. H *  at t ie  S s i t ,  .r p u L d
Indian ” ®olutl.°? wa8 m°re or 1983 in identical terms with that passed by the 

industrial and Commercial Congress in Christmas last at Calcutta.
comirm^iT8 ^  to r08fc.r’cfc ft® acoP0 of the Commission to industrial and 
Wflll w  68 only- S e  was prepared to include co-operative bank as '

eu. want of oommumoation between capital and industries of the country
Indu«?S r °  / 0markabl0 ^ a t it was' drawn attention to at almost every 
the t!! 9 0I,f0renC9; Resolutions moved by Sir B. N. Mitra in 1919 in

t ?  > ' •  K*'° *> I * *  in « *  Counoil of St„t, w.r° 
The Ged fct by the Govornment> but no committee was appointed,
had now S L T ’ rai80d by fche External Capital Committee which
after ascertoinf y ]J0ade.d .for an. a,1'India survey into the banking conditions 
opinions Dg ? 6 opin10?8 the local Government and publicists. These 
time for nb00n .r0C0lvod and published a few days ago, now was the
there wa« a^,inqclll ŷ;i If further proof was needed for this enquiry,
recommonrl i-10 r0port of Hilton Young Commission which had said that 
s C r l  'l" regarding Reserve Bank would be fruitful and the super- 
bank;™ fiw , 9 * e2*0 â8t,n8 only if there was proper foundation laid for
of nnlf y^u b̂o\ife India. But what was the position? India could boast 
and * „while Austra,ia had 2,000, Canada 4,000, Japaq 6,000
exchancra ' ^ 10g<̂ 0m ®»000 and fehe United States 35,000. The number of 
H to ^  t  l° *n<̂ a ,^a(̂  increased during the last ten years from 
handle a . ng now with 71 crores of rupees while joint stock companies 
trial hftnt^031̂  00 ^ ®  crores, Moreover, there was hardly any indus- 
t le  Gover W°* name. The indigenous bankers had been ignored by

nment and the indigenous banker was the one backing asset in this
w

, • • y



country* to quote the language of the External Capital Committee. Some 
scheme should be devised to co-ordinate the activities of indigenous bankers.

Concluding, Mr. Haji reiterated the language of the resolution for a 
Commission consisting of an Indian majority with an Indian chairman i l  
order that the out-look of the commission might be national, although the . 
Government could appoint experts from England or any other country to 
help them*

Mr. V. K. A. IYENGAR, an official of the Finance department, who 
was the Joint Secretary to the Currency Commission, quoted from the opinion 
of an expert witness before the Committee, that a Central bank was the 
best means of establishing a money market and without it a money market 
could not be properly developed. This was his reply to those who wanted 
banking facilities to precede the Reserve Bank. The American crisis of 1908 
in this respect was an eye-opener. When he was gazing from the corridors 
of the train at the lovely fields of France, the President of the Commission, 
on being asked what he was thinking of, replied that if India would have 
what his Commission was giving them, their labours would be a better land 
to live in. The Reserve Bank Bill introduced recently was the fight of 
the Commission. This bank would get into touch with banking and co­
ordinate policy in regard to control. The Government of India were also 
collecting statistics of various indigenous banks in India. The Imperial 
Bank had had to be given inducement to continue banking facilities. I t 
would like to know where it stood in relation to the Reserve Bank and the 
Indian tax-payer. The Government had already taken the best course in the 
interest of India by moving for the establishment of the Reserve Bank which 
would help to develop Indian banking facilities. The resolution of the 
mover was thus, to borrow Sir Purshothamdas’s phrase, suggesting a most 
unnatural course.

Mr. Vidyasagar PANDYA wanted not a packed commission like the 
Hilton Young Commission which had to be boycotted by Southern India— 
a commission which was concerned more with how Europe would be benefitted. 
He wanted first of all that the Government should change its heart in the 
matter of appointing commissions because invariably these have been very 
unsatisfactory. Concluding Mr. Pandya bitterly complained against the 
Madras Government in giving reply to the request of the Indian Bank for 
being included among the list of approved banks for investment of funds by 
lo&al bodies.

Sir Basil BLACKETT admitted the importance of the subject of banking, 
but there was already the Agricultural Commission covering a portion of the 
ground of survey. It was impossible for the Government to create banking 
habit in the people but it was growing and if the habit could grow further 
then the Government could hope to some extent in improving banking 
facilities : but the Government of India during the last few years had not 
been idle in the matter. They had given an immense fillip by war loans to 
increase the habit of investment and after the war there had been loans 
raised which wore subscribed by the people, all for productive purposes 
such ae railways and irrigation. Moreover, the Government had increased 
the popularity of Postal Savings banks and cash certificates with the 
result that there had been a quiet increase in banking habit among the 
people* The reserve bank would complete the chain of connection between
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local bankers and the apex bank. If anything could be done in the way 
of giving additional liquidity to the resources of these bankers and in­
creasing through them the habit of depositing, then very considerable advance 
might bo made.

On the question of banking education the proposal for an Indian 
institute of bankers which had been before the country for two years was 
very nearly an accomplished fact. The British Institute of Bankers had 
been giving advice and assistance in the matter. The Government were 
following the recommendation of the External Capital Committee in the 
matter of changes in the Negotiable Instruments Act. He agreed with the 
mover that there must be an enquiry but the question was whether it should 
be by experts or by a small expert committee or by non-experts. It was 
too early at this moment to appoint an enquiry committee for the Agricul­
tural Commission was already engaged in the investigation of facilities for 
agricultural banking and such like matters. It was hoped that the Reserve 
Bank would, through Co-operative Banks, use its influence for advancing 
agriculturists.

Sir Basil Blackett, concluding, defined the Government’s position by 
remarking that when the Reserve Bank had been brought into existence and 
the Linlithgow report was available, the Government would establish a 
searching enquiry into the banking facilities of India and the best means of 
improving them. He rather doubted whether the House would like to 
commit itself to the demand for a Royal Commission at this particular 
moment.

. Si? Purshothamdas THAKURDAS congratulated Mr. Iyengar on his 
maiden speech but remarked that if Sir Basil charged Mr. Pandya of adver­
tising his Indian Bank, Mr. Iyengar had given a little publicity to what was 
near to the heart of the Finance Member (Laughter). Mr. Iyengar had 
innocently misquoted the Governor’s strong evidence about the development 
ni money market. The reference was for creating a bill market for the 
Reserve Bank. He wished the Government had done something to bring 
India into line with other countries. The present banking facilities did not 
touch the fringe of the messes of India who were served by great banking 
communities of Marwaris of Rajputana, Shikaris of Sind and Chetties of 
oouth Indta. He regretted Dr. Hyder’s wish to see these indigenous bankers 
dimmish. Rather would the speaker advocate that indigenous banking be 
recogmsed and healthy check provided over it by giving these bankers 
laciiifcies so that they charged 7 per cent. The Finanoe Member need' not 
wait for either the report of the Linlithgow Commission or the Reserve Bank 
ocneme to initiate enquiry for this purpose.

Further discussion was then adjourned and the House rose.

T h e  S t e e l  P r o t e c t i o n  B i l l .
. ,  14TH FEBRUARY Sir Charles INNES formally moved the con*
1 eration of the Steel Bill as amended by the Select Committee. He had
ept his promise of letting the Select Committee discuss the whole Bill in its 

broadest aspect.
The Commeroe Member repeated the assurance on the floor of the 

thft1186* ? hlch k0 given to Mr. Jinnah in the Select .Committee regarding
in Mr. Jinti&h'g minute attaohed to the report regarding 

wagons and heavy rails,
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Mr. JamDadas MEHTA moved recommittal of the Bill to a Select Com­
mittee. He said that the majority report of the Select Committee was really 
a minority report, (Voice: Question) because the speaker was held up at 
the Railway Standing Finance Committee, The Select Committee had failed 
to take notice of the emphatic opinion of this house against imperial 
preference. It was true that there was imperial preference all round. Occu­
pants of the benches opposite would not be there but for this preference 
(laughter) and India was being used as a tool to enslave all countries of the 
world. This preference was without the consent of the legislature. They 
could not willingly be a party to this preference. The Tariff Board’s proposal, 
he maintained, was not a sound economic proposition nor did it give 
adequate protection to the industry. The recommendation, moreover, 
according to his reading of the report, was based on most speculative 
plans and would for the first four years be a precarious one. The Tata 
Company would not be a paying proposition. This policy of just keeping 
above water was against the policy of generous handling which would bring 
about internal competition.

Mr. Jamnadas Mehta’s third and conclusive objection was that the Tariff 
Board had gone outside its scope in suggesting duty on continental steel 
which two-thirds of India UBed and which Tatas did not at all compete with. 
Thus without the Tatas benefiting by a rupee users of continental steel would 
pay forty lakhs of extra cost merely to benefit British steel. The Bill was, 
therefore, suspicious enough to be sent back to the Select Committee. He 
advocated the adoption of a scheme of basic duty and bounty which 
would equally be effective but cheaper and less burdensome. They 
would under his proposal save the consumer 40 lakhs of rupees by paying 
25 lakhs in respect of bounties. This principle of supplementary bounties 
was proposed deliberately by the Tariff Board themselves. Foreign import 
of steel was seven lakhs of tons a year, the Tata’s produce being five 
lakhs of tons a year. The Government would get 65 lakhs extra-revenue 
from imported steel out of which 24 lakhs bounties could be paid easily. 
On the other hand, merely to benefit British steel aud raise additional 
revenue, the Government would impose 40 lakhs burden on the consumer 
and also pocket 65 lakhs return from the proposed duty. Why increase 
by 105 lakhs the Government revenue when production to the Tatas 
could be more cheaply given by the system of bounty. He read tele­
grams and resolutions from some parts of the country and from inde­
pendent sources contesting the Tariff Board’s contention against the 
reliability of continental steel and affirming that exclusion of continental steel 
would adversely affect the consumer and petty trade and particularly referred 
to the opinion of Mr. Dogrej that continental steel was reliable and cheaper.

Mr. Sbanmukham CHETTI acknowledged the help of the Commerce 
|  Member .in supplying material facts and figures. He said the policy hitherto 

pursued had been justified by results. No less than 200 lakhs had been 
paid in the form of bounty alone. Time bad come to take a comprehensive 
review of the situation. He maintained that all the six alternatives dis­
cussed by the Tariff Board assured adequate protection and the difference 
lay only in the incidence of burden proposed by various schemes. If the 
Board’s scheme was not Imperial preference, why did the Board go out of 
its way to rebut it. His knowledge of feeling expressed at the Empire 
Farhamentary Conference in Australia convinced him that the fiscal policy
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of neither Australia nor any other dominion was based on Empire. The 
difference between his scheme and the Government s was that while the 
former would protect Indian steel against all foreign competitors, the latter 
gave protection also to British steel against continental steel. It was no 
use trying to tell the House that Imperial preference was not proposed 
as it had been deliberately provided that under no circumstances for the 
next seven years was duty on British * steel to be greater than the duty 
imposed on continental steel. Supposing the position reversed and the con­
tinental steel became costly, then this would leave no alternative to cover 
that development. This was definitely British preference policy. Mr. Chetti 
finally declared that though he had held that the policy of weighted average 
proposed by the minority was the best, Mr. Jamnadas Mehta had made 
out a splendid case for reconsideration by the Select Committee. He had 
no doubt that the steel industry would develop into a great national asset.

Mr. Arthur MOORE supported the motion for recommittal of the 
Bill to a Steel Committee. He regarded the Tatas as an insurance 
against war and must be protected. It was significant that in South 
Africa the Steel Bill was in charge of the Defence Minister. They 
wanted to protect but also wanted to know the cost of protection. He 
was surprised that every time the Tariff Board reported it recommended a 
new scheme. In 1924, they proposed a system of weighted average and in 
1925 a bounty scheme. The speaker favoured keeping on to the bounty 
scheme or going baok to 1924 system of weighted average. -He was surprised 
that the Tariff Board should have argued that considerations of public safety 
required the exclusion of soft steel. This was the business of engineers and 
customers and not of the Tariff Board or of the Government. Such argu­
ments should not be used in a scientific examination of the subject.  ̂If the 
Tariff Board consisting of Indian personnel had recommended imperial 
preference, he would have welcomed i t : but they were told that it was a 
question of cold economics. Had any consideration been paid to the \ 
growing stability of the mark and the franc and other continental currencies I 
When the customs authority imposed duty on the basis of the country of 
origin, it was preference, not protection. (Hear; hear). “ We cannot 
surreptitiously do this. I am convinced that India and Great Britain, 
at any rate India and Lancashire, can ultimately come to an agreement against 
unfair foreign competition. For the sake of this puny and equivocal proposal, 
let us not interfere with that prospect. I would ask the Government to be 
mindful of the future and think of the issue before us to-day in that light.”

Mr. G. D. BIRLA congratulated Sir Charles Innes in being able to 
capture the leader of the Independent Party in this matter. England also 
manufactured non-standard steel and yet that product, because it was British, 
was recommended for a lower duty. On continental non-standard steel, 
the oonsumer was compelled to pay a larger price. Thus, even on economic 
grounds, the Bill was very unsatisfactory. Semi-finished continental articles 
had already to be used by Britishers and Sir Charles Innes, in a note 
supplied to the Select Committee, had admitted the danger and that rejec­
tions had found an outlet in preferential markets of the United Kingdom. 
By making India one of such markets, they would make Britishers dump.

Sir Charles INNES was applauded by official benches as he rose to 
reply. He said that the issue really was whether the Bill should be sent beoh
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to a Select Committee. Mr. Chetfci’s minute was temperate, but that of 
Rlr. Ilfm'wfcs? exuberant. The reason was that the latter was not present 
at the Committee’s meeting. Both Mr. Chetti and Mr. Birla were not 
enthusiastic about Mr. Jamnadas’s proposal. When Mr. Chetti s amendment 
came before the House, they could discuss it on merits in the light o 
criterion laid down by the House that a scheme of protection should be 
consistent with the well-being of India. Touching Mr. Jamuadas s argu 
ments, the Commerce Member admitted that the Board s scheme was specu 
lative; but it had to be so in view of the fact that it had to take a long 
seven years’ view of the situation so that fresh capital may be attracted into 
the industry. The tariff Board was a highly expert body and the estimates 
produoed by its eight months' enquiry were the best that could be had and 
Mr. Jamnadas, even though he calls them speculative, had used them. As 
for the precarious position of the Tatas, the Board had made a greater 
examination than Mr* Jamnadas.

Proceeding, Sir Charles Innes explained that when bounty waŝ  given 
to the Tatas for two years, it was to save that company. It was given to 
only one company now. However, they, were trying to work out not for 
two years, but for seven years and therefore bounties would be an unknown 
liability while the source of income to pay for bounty would certainly go on 
drying up# Secondly, there would be definite discouragement to fresh 
capital coming into the industry under the scheme of bounties. Then again 
Mr. Jamnadas proposed excessive protection of five rupees per ton while, 
under the Tariff Board’s scheme, the Tatas could vary their production 
according to the requirements of the market.

Concluding, Sir Charles Innes put it to the House whether it was not 
impossible for fourteen to fifteen amateurs now to sit down and try to work 
out details of the bounty scheme. They would have to refer the matter back 
to the Tariff Board who would raise numerous objections and if the Govern­
ment proceeded with Mr. Jamnadas’s scheme it would have no expert autho­
rity behind it. Then again, the state of business was congested and there 
would be confusion if they were found on the 31 st March to be without 
legislation to follow that already on the Statute Book. “ We have as the 
House is aware done our best to make effective the policy of protection of 
this industry. I would urge the House to be most careful to voting for a 
proposal which gravely imperils the future of the industry.

Further discussion was then adjourned till Wednesday the 16th February.
Indian Registration Act Amendment.

Next*day, the 15TH FEBRUARY, the House met to transact non­
official business. After questions Mr. C. Duraiswami Iyengar moved that 
the Bill further to amend the Indian Registration Act 1908 be referred 
to a Select Committee with instructions to report on or before the 1st
March 1927, . . .  .

Mr. Dunnett pointed out certain legal aqd administrative difficulties 
which will arise if the principle of the Bill was accepted.

Sir Hari Singh Gour moved the circulation of the Bill to elicit opinion 
to which the House agreed.

lid:an Succession Act Amendment.
Maulvi Mahomed Yakub next moved that the Indian Succession Act 

Amendment Bill be referred to a Select Committee. The object of the
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Bill is to provide whether certificate can be applied for or granted in respect 
portion of a debt. It is intended to give effect to the Calcutta High Court’s 
view.

Sir Alexander Muddiman, in moving for circulation of the Bill to elicit 
opinion, said this was not an urgent matter. There were conflicting decisions 
which must be given further time for consideration by the public.

Mr. Yaqub agreed to the circulation which was agreed by the House.

Societies Registration Act.
Mr. Kelkar moved for the second reading of the Bill amending the Socie­

ties Registration Act with a view to include political bodies and associations.
Mr. Kelkar paid a compliment to the usefulness of the Act and instanced 

its narrow operation by pointing out that the Servants of India Society was 
refused registration not in one but in two provinces. If Mr. Gokhale had 
started a society of domestic servants and training for governesses, the society 
would have been admissible for registration, but because Gokhale wanted the 
sooiety to train a future governor (laughter) it could not be registered.

Dr. Gour, while agreeing with the object of the Bill, found some technical 
flaw caused by the ambiguity of the expression “ public utility ” and moved 
for a Seleot Committee.

The Home Member assured he was very anxious for dissemination of 
political education and desired to help the societies to do that. The 
object of the Bill, however, he thought, was to help missionary bodies 
like the Servants of India and others to have a corporate existence to hold 
property and have other advantages of incorporation. This, he thought, 
could be secured even now under the Indian Companies Act 1913. Had this 
been tried ? he asked.

Pandit Hirdaynath Kunzru said they had not registered the Servants of 
India Society  ̂under the Companies Act, but it was registered under the 
charitable Societies Act. The Home Member agreed to the principle of the 
Bill. Mr. Kelkar expressed his inability to dispel Dr. Qour’s dense ignoranoe. 
No . Belf-respecting political body would get itself registered under the Com­
panies Act.

The Home Member, replying, said that he was surprised that any slur 
should be held to attach to registration under the Companies Act. The 
European Association and the Religious Catholic Association of South India 
were, for instanoe, registered under the Companies Act and they were 
respectable bodies. Mr. Kelbar’s speech had only confirmed "his view 
that instead of looking to the antiquated Societies Registration Act, 
the better alternative was to register under the Companies Act. He would * 
not, however, oppose the Bill but if he was told by legal advisers that the 
provisions of the Bill were unnecessary he would take up a different attitude 
m the revising chamber.

Dr. Gour s motion for a Select Committee was defeated and the motion 
b)r second readiug was agreed to. When clause 2 was put to vote,'Mr. 
orinivass Iyengar expressed his opinion that political associations and. 
societies could not be registered under the Companies Act, that they 
would prefer a compendious provision of the Societies Act to the elaborate 
Machinery of the Companies Act. A limited company mu'at have a share 
capital which these associations could not be expected to have. Moreover, 
here would be complication in their having to submit accounts aud having
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them supervised. Personally, the speaker was opposed to any political 
association being registered under the present system of Government but 
those who wanted to be registered should be permitted by law.

Mr. Kelkar’s Bill was then passed, without amendment. This is the 
first non-official Bill to be passed by the third Assembly and that without 
dissent.

Land Acquisition Act Amendment.
Mr. Kelkar also moved for the circulation of the Bill amending Land 

Acquisition Act 1894. It was intended,-he said, to minimise iniquity and 
consequent discontent which marked the operation, of the Land Acquisition 
Act. He wanted the Assembly merely to bless the measure so that opinions 
of interested persons and publio bodies might be ascertained.

The motion for circulation was carried.
Criminal Law Amendment Act.

Sir Hari Singh Gour moved the consideration of his bill to amend 
and repeal the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1908. He recalled the 
history of the case. It was Mr. Patel now in the chair who first un­
successfully moved thp old Imperial Council and was followed by Mr. Sastri 
in the Council of State in 1921. Sir William Vincent, then in accepting the 
motion, stated that by that Government prestige would enhance and not go 
down. This, Sir William added, was the effective reply to the critics that 
the Reforms were sham. He hoped that the present Home Member 
would reciprocate those feelings. The Repressive Laws Committee a 
report was then accepted by the Government en bloc but effeot was 
not given to them fully. Both Mr. Patel and the mover brought forward 
motions repealing the Bills which, though passed by this House, were re­
jected by the Upper Chamber but they were not daunted and he had come 
to the new Assembly to make it express its view on the subjeot. Any local 
Government could declare any association unlawful and there was no judicial 
check and a person who was a. member of that association would be simply 
handcuffed and sentenced. " What oountry, I ask, subordinates its judiciary 
to the Executive in the manner it is done by part 2 of the Criminal Law 
Amendment Act of 1908?” His bill was a diluted measure. It did not 
proposed total repeal and met all reasonable objections of the Government. 
It gave the right of appeal to persons convicted under this special law. It did 
not modify the executive powers relating to non-British subjects and merely 

extended protection of the Habeas Corpus Act to British subjects.
After a few members had spoken the House adjourned.

v T h e  S t e e l  P r o t e c t i o n  B i l l .
Next-day, tbe 16TH FEBRUARY, after interpellations, the adjourned debate on 

the Steel Bill was resumed. Mr. JIN N aH who spoke first referred to Mr, Birla’s 
remarks on Monday and said he would not take notice of them. The question before them 
was if realiy, as alleged by Mr. Jamnadas Mehta and Sbanmukham Chetti, the Bill 
was imperial preference. If it was and if it was against the interests of India, the speaker 
wock! he tbe first to oppose i t ; but it was not imperial preference. To bis mind, 
imperial preference was imposition of unfairly lower duties on British steel so as to 
reduce British prices in India. Here it was nothing of the kind. Mr. Jinnah then 
jc&ct fcbjj report of the Joint Committee of Parliament on the Government of India Bill 
and the conditions laid down for the fiscal policy of India by that body which had 
said that no scheme of imperial preference ought to be adopted which has not behind it
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the sanction of the legislature. This, the speaker thought, ought to be made dearer 
by the Government. Continuing, Mr. Jinnah referred to Mr. Mehta’s criticism that the 
measure was speculative in its tendency and remarked that every hypothetical pro- 
position was such. Was not Mr. Jamnadas Mehta’s amendment suggesting bounties an 
equally speculative proposition ? The truth was that they are embarrassed as it smacked 
of British imperial preference. He would prove that the so-called preference to British 
steel was in the interests of the Indian consumer. British steel was now available 
in India at Bs. 120 a ton as against- Rs. I ll, the price of continental steel. The 
latter was due to fluctuations in exchange and severe dumping in India. That was 
unfair. If they did not impose additional duty on British steel it was not for favour­
ing British manufactures but intended to save India. If they imposed heavier duties 
on British steel, British steel prices in India would be sold at higher prices which 
the Indian consumer had to pay. That would mean Rs. 48 lakhs. Moreover, the- 
TataB themselves who wanted protection ODly to steel at 12 would further raise their price 
to the detriment of India, but as soon as contitental disadvantages disappeared additional 
duties on continental manufactures would be withdrawn. If this is the interest or 
India, said Mr. Jinnah, are you going to oppose it merely because this is preference for 
the British? V

Pandit Motilal: Yes. It is the thin end of the wedge.
Mr. Jinnah: I will have even the thin end of the wedge if it is in my interest.

If it is to oppose even when in the economic interest of India, then I stand here alone 
to support the scheme and you go into the other lobby.

Continuing, Mr. Jinnah said his first point was that 9 0  per cent of the continental 
steel that came into India was non-standard and he quoted figures to prove it. Thus 
on the principle of different qualities they would be justified in imposing differential 
autieB. Secondly, would they not impose duty if it was the case of dumping and 
nntair competition ? The figures showed that continental steel which was dumping 
B^v,.lL0Ubled wifchin the la8fc I t t f  years. Continuing, Mr. Jinnah said the bounty 
and ^HMi T dcmned becauBe wlth fche growth of industry imports would decrease 
Btarva tut* t* revenue would decrease while bounties would increase. (At this
a half reminded fche Chair that he had already taken an hour and

TJiiiu ■ this rate if dozen other members spoke there was no chanee of the 
tion in by the 31st March.) Mr. Jinnah explained the peculiar posi*
maiorttr «Lhe* * a?’ for .he had t0 defend the P°8’tion taken by him against a *noi ^ r  ' n01J*0®cial opinion expressed againBt the Tariff Board's proposal. A great 
Tnna« “ 1BaPPrehension on the subject had to be removed. He agreed that Sir Charles 
f w  4-if maae it clear that there was no question of imperial preference at all and 
j . . 6 dl®erenoe8 between the two scales were due to differences in quality and a
nrnf m° 8ecure m’ninaum protection with the minimum burden on the consumer. Every 
p tection must bring additional revenue and it most go into the Government pookets.

d ifc 1°? P e d5d nofc want t0 imPote motives but Mr. Birla’s objections 
.. ^ speaker that the cry was for the middleman's profit which would be 

the Qf d8r W  Tariff Board’s scheme. Recommittal would produce no result as
if triv I th e i^ n  C0U d ^el er atcfc wifchout referring the matter back to the Tariff Board 
nf ^flH ^er^«^e!3?efrWSS t0 adoPfeed- In any case, the House was to decide and instead 
the Select Cnrmrî fffto between the three schemes before them because even ifM COme With a maiority> 8ir CharleB InaeB woald |f |

that he would confine his remarks to that part of Mr. \ 
wb*°b related to the question of imperial preference. He said : M If it is 

nrinninu ft1'8 BCb®“ e of the bill involves the principle of imperial preference or of the 
tvhnfJL. ?on(̂ d'ng preference to Britain, then 1 may say here and at once that
nn dey®topinentB of the bill, whatever the boon to the Tatas, l have absolutely
thft .6 8® long as Britain is favoured against any other country of
fcn w  t * 1 Bay W preference. Now it is only a Question of Britain being entitled
Ben*« °D account °* ®Wply of better goods, hot wbat would happen wheii she
tearlmto 5 cheaper goods ? By this process she would exclude other countries from Indian 
stat^mAnf Af - ̂ is the thin end of the wedge ?*' He had no faith in the Government
great J  - d^  n°i> amount to imperial preference. He was as a rule a
were tmS?8 j  aB8arance8 from official benches. He agreed that additional duties
dntv a view to protect the Tatas, but the bill also imposed a discriminating
of Madr®.0011̂ ^60^  g00ds ia fcb® interests of Great Britain alone. He instanced the cases 
for a b̂e Tatas* goods had not reached and would not reach

g time to come where under this bill British goods alons were to benefit. There*
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fare, the bill would operate at least in some great ports of India as protection to British 
goods and would have nothing to do with the protection of the Tatas, If once the 
principle of imperial preference or of preference to Britain was recognised, it would be 
impossible to get rid of it. He, therefore, suggested that the bill be recommitted to the 
Select Committee for consideration.

Sir B. N. MITRA emphatically declared that the House was not being asked 
to yote on imperial preference. They had sufficient data before them to come to 
a definite decision. His reply to Pandit Motilal Nehru was that the Tatas would have 
gradual access to the parts where now they did not compete with continental steel- Sir 
Charles lanes bad not uttered a threat; but having a special interest in the industry, 
the Commerce Member had spoken the language of a plaint. The speaker had visited 
Jamshedpur and had not found labourers so well looked after in any other industrial 
centres as at Jamshedpur. He warned the House against any action which would break 
up this happy colony.

Mr. JOSHI said Mr. Jinnah had thundered for long. There was in it more sound 
and fury than arguments and the dust raised had clouded the issue. He opposed the Bill 
as be did not want the Government of India to have any financial benefit out of the 
scheme of protection. He urged the nationalisation of the industry or failing that 
payment of a bounty from increased income-tax j but the House was not democratic enough 
to entertain them. He would bast of all have preferred a scheme of combination of 
dntiee and bounties. Labour at Jamshedpur was not as happy as Sir B. N. Mitra had 
painted it. Housing conditions were still backward. He was for recommittal,

Mr. M. B. JAYAKAR confessed that the Bill was not imperial preference in 
the sense that the same quality of British steel as the continental was preferred ; but 
there were two or three elements which gave away Mr.'Jinnah’s case. For instance, the 
Tariff Board had taken it for granted that British steel prices were unalterable, while 
continental prices were always alterable. By what process of sifting of evidence, this 
conclusion was arrived at be could not say. Then there was cheap mild steel which was 
not supplied by the Tatas and still even that commodity was subjected to this imposition. 
In other words, they said to the consumer If yon want continental steel you shall 
pay a higher price.” Continuing, Mr. Jayakar averred that this dictum was not only penalis­
ing the Indian consumer, but was also strangling many an infant industry depending for 
its raw material on the continent. Proceeding, Mr. Jayakar referred to Mr. Perin’s 
interview to a Bombay paper where he made no secret of the fact that this Bill was 
nothing short of imperial preference. Mr. P*riD, said Mr. Jayakar, was a great engineer 
of undoubted ability and experience and his expert view could not be rebutted even by 
the opposition benches.

Proceeding, Mr. Jayakar said that he could understand the people asking for 
imperial preference in Empire interest; but then it was a case of ” Heads you win 
and tails we lose.” The Empire burdens were shoved on India’s head, bat privileges were 
denied. It was for respectful members of the Empire to put forward this plea and not 
ror India. Mr. Jayakar concluded with a reference to the numerous telegrams and 
feprwn tat,ions from affected merchants and consumers to the Commerce Deparment of 
the Government of India protesting against this unfair preference shown to British goods 
to the detriment of Indian consumers.

Motion For Recommittal Lost.
It was now 4 o’clock and the House accepted closure of the debate and 

dividing on Mr. Jaronadas Mehta's motion to recommit the Bill to a Select 
Committee rejected the motion by 61 votes against 50 amidst official applause.

Bill Taken into Consideration.
The House then took the Bill as reported by the Select Committee into 

consideration.
Mr. flhanroukham OHETTT now moved bis amendment and replied very briefly to the 

•ali«*nt. points by Mr. Jinnah. He said the scheme propounded in the minority report was a 
modified system of protection and whatever disadvantage there was in it, it was more than 
counter-balanced by the lower quality of continental steel. They most arrange their 
tariff in each a way as not to penalise the consumer of continental steel. Under the 
Minority scheme consumers of continent*! steel would be under a distinct advantage. The
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Government Bill was seeking to give protection not to Indian steel but to British manu- 
factored steel.

Mg Charles INNES, in replying nn behalf of the Government, said he was not asking 
the'House to accept a general scheme of imperial preference nor anything which was 
against the economic interest of India ; bat he was only asking the House to accept the 
recommendation of the Tariff Board, which the Government was convinced was in the 
best interests of India. He saw the force of the argument that this would be discriminate 
protection ; but there would be no serious difficulty in making discrimination. This would 
give Indian steel adequate protection and help the economic well-being of India, Proceed­
ing, Sir Charles Innes said the Assembly would unnecessarily hamper the development of 
industries if they unnecessarily raised the value of standard steel, India did not infringe 
in any way the most favoured nations treatment if she showed preference to British steel 
but continental steel was non-standard steel and was not safe to be used on bridges. So, 
excepting the fact that the Government scheme made differentiation as regards the origin** - 
of produce, there was no other objection. He pointed out that by lowering the duty on 
British steel, they would not bring one single ton of British steel more than at present. 
Un the other hand, they would be indirectly encouraging continental steel to come in at 
a lower rate. The Government scheme was more favourable to encouraging the Tatas9 
industry and more favourable to the consumer than the scheme proposed by Mr, Chetti.

Further discussion was adjourned till Friday the 18th February.

The Railway Budget—18th February 1927,
S  On this day Sir Charles Innes presented the third Railway budget under 
TT , SC/f e“ 0 of separation of Railway budget. This was also his last budget*.

™e ®ar of the House for half an hour as he summed up his tale ending 
with a feeling of sober optimism that estimates for the next year may not 

f  «w6aID “e , ky circumstances beyond human control and that the oourse 
resumed hiTseat9 m°r° 0V0D‘ was aPPlaud«d by all tides when he

• . T*10- Allowing is the speech of Sir Charles Innes, the Railway Member, in 
cing the Railway Budget of the Government of India for 1927*28 -

a cerlft£8!l t0 p.resent tbe Railway Budget for 1927-28 and I confess that I do so with 
Railway ®mkarr®8i»tnent. For, after having made one farewell speech on the
nwHiwimn f 18 aw^ward to have to make another. I can only plead that my
f e  B 18 ° “ ® of my  own seeking, and for that reason I feel that I can claim

sympathy of the House.
n8?al* the Budget which I am presenting is not merely a departmental 

miff!** tv m PreParmg H W6 have had the assistance of the Standing Finance Com- 
Finance C o m m S  l q.twere h*ndioapped this year by the fact that the Standing
was dissolvefT1^ ^  f ^ 1lu fy8J latUrally went out of extstene« when the last Assembly 

Thno Jo  nd fckafc this House was not able to elect a new one until January 2 5 th 
several J* e?e n(>t able to spread the examination of the figures over a period <Jf
Parsons losf nn *1 W?8 .caBe, la8t 7 ear« But when the Committee was constituted, Mr. 
able a o o r i f i « m9 n P*acm8 the'Budget before it, and I understand that at consider- 
them oTat.fni lu Perfio1na^ conven'enc® and by dint of much hard work, for whioh we Owe 
the * thanks, the Committee was able to make a very thorough examination of
find flnmiLu Budget papers which will shortly be circulated, Hon. Members will
pared the Ees Ŵ 1Ĉ  * k°P* they will appreciate. In the first place, we have pre- > 
form h atcmenJ3 °t, railway revenue and expenditure in foolscap instead of octavo 
some* comr»i^Vfr m̂ d0 ®hange because in the Budget debates of last year there was
®yes. Spnnndi « the figures could not be studied without an undue strain on the 
diagrams Va *ea*ure °* the Budget papers this year is tbe provision of maps And 
which will S S f c i v ! ’ aPPended to the explanatory memorandum a Bail way map of India 
construct 5 5 * -  the Hon, Members to see at a glance wbat new lines we propose to 
found a shekel W° at new Jine8 we PT0P°8e to Burvey, Then in tbe pink books will be 
how we hon« Railway system showing exactly how we are developing and
which gives f n * / eve^°P the system. In addition, one book contains a diagram 
the progress w 1J~ ormation as to the guage of each extension, its length and cost and 

we nope to make in each of tbe next 5 yean. Oar object of coarse is to
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enable Hon. Members readily to grasp what ohr programme is for the extension and 
development of the Indian Railway system and to see whether we have made provision 
for particular new lines in wbioh they may be interested.

As this Assembly is a new Assembly some Hon. Members may not be aware of the 
practice we have established in the last two years. It is the custom now for Hon. Mem­
bers. when they, give notice of motions for reductions, to add a few words to indicate 
the nature of the subject they wish to bring up'for discussion. This procedure is of 
great assistance to the House generally and to Government Members in particular, and 
I should be very grateful if it could be repeated this year.

5. Full explanations of the figures in the Budget are given in the Budget Memo­
randum, in the explanations attached to each of the demands for grants and in the pink 
books for individual railways*. Following my_ usual custom, therefore, I propose to 
confine myself to a brief review of the mOrelmportant figures, and to some account of 
the more important activities of the Railway Board and the Railway Administrations.

Financial Results of 1925-2 6 .
4 . I  jieed not spend time over the actuals of 1925-26 . It was a good year for Rail* 

ways though not as good as 1924-25. In my Badget speech last year, I told the House 
that we expected to have a net surplus (that is, the gain from commercial lines minus 
the loss on strategic lines) of 877  lakhs, and that we expected that we should transfer 
5 3 2  lakhs to General Revenues and 845  lakhs to Railway Reserves. Actually, we did a 
little better than we anticipated. I will not go into the figures in detail, for they are 
given in Administration Report for 1925-2 6 . Bat in the result we transferred 549  lakhs 
to Genera] Revenues and our Reserves benefited to the extent of 379  lakhs. The return 
on Budget lines in 1925-26  was 5*31 per cent., and if this figure is not quite so good as 
in the exceptionally prosperous year of 1924-25 , when the return was as high as 5*85 
per cent., it is better than any of the other post-war years and better than it w as-in 
1913*14.

Revised Estimate for 1926-27.
5. 1 am sorry to say that I cannot give as favourable an account of the probable

financial results of the current year. We budgeted on commercial lines for gross receipts 
amounting to 102*58  crores and gross expenditure, including interest charges, of 92*13 
erores. That is, we counted on a gain from commercial lines of 10*45 crores and deduct­
ing an anticipated lost on strategic lines of 174 lakhs, on a net surplus of Rs. 871  lakhs. 
On the basis of these figures, we expected not merely to be able to pay our net contri­
bution of 601  lakhs to General Revenues but also to transfer 2 7 0  lakhs to our own 
Reserves. But we now know that our budget figures are not likely to be realised. Wo 
now estimate that our gross receipts will be 98*31 crores or 4  and one-fourth crores Jess 
than our badget estimate, and that our total charges will be 90*56  crores, or 157  lakhs 
less than our estimate and that the gain fiom commercial lines will be 775  lakhs instead 
of 10*45 crores. The loss on stategic lines is now put at 181 lakhs instead of 174  lakhs, 
and the final result is that we now expect a net surplus of 594  lakhs instead of 871 lakhs. 
The net contribution payable under the Convention to General Revenues is, as 1 have 
said, 601  lakhs. We expect, therefore, to have to draw on our Reserves to the extent of 
7  lakhs to enable us to pay dues to General Revenue. As Clause 4  of the Co nvention 
shows, that is the primary pnrpose for which the Reserves exist. 1

6. These figures are disappointing, but I confess that 1 take a philosophcal view 
m of them. It seems at first sight a serious matter that we Bhould have to cut 4  and one-

fourth crores oft our budget estimate of gross receipts, but railway earnings depend so 
largely on factors outside railway, or rather 1 should say human, control that we can 
never be sure that our budget estimates of gross receipts will not be falsified by the 
course of the season and the state of trade. And this is wnat has happened in the 
current year. Up to the end of July, in spite of reductions in passenger fares and coal 
freights, we were ahead of the earnings of last year. The monsoon semed promising, and 
we had hopes of a really good year. The prospects took a turn for the worse, and now 
we expect our earnings from goods traffic to be worse than our estimate by 2 and half 
ororeB and our earnings from passenger traffic to be worse by nearly 1 and half crores* 
Two Railways, the Eastern Bengal and Assam Bengal Railways, have done better than 
we expected. The explanation is that they serve areas which have been favoured by an 
exceptionally abundant jute crop and a good tea crop. For the rest, the failure of gross 
earnings to come to our expectations is common to all Railways. As usual, we have 
suffered much from foods. They affected the Ben gal-Nag pur Railway, the Great! ndian 
Peninsula Railway and the Bombay Baroda aud Central India Railway, but they were
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particularly disastrous in Burma. The main line of the Burma Railways was bo badly 
breached that communications could not be restored for several weeks with the result 
that earnings on this Railway are half a crore below our estimate. Again, the season 
proved unfavourable for the ootton crop. The final- estimate for the year is. nearly a 
million bales below last year’s figure, and in addition the crop was abnormally late.
Our earnings from raw cotton were less by 60  lakhs in the first 8 months of this year 

corresponding period of last year. Cotton is now moving freely to Bombay, 
but the effect of the bad start is clearly Been in the figures of the two Bombay Railways, 
while the earnings of the North Western Railway have been similarly affected by a 
comparative failure of the crop in the Punjab. Between 1st September and the 2 9 th 

0D*y 36 ,000  tons of cotton were exported from Karachi compared with 
6 1 ,00 0  tons last year. I have thought it worth while to take this one instance of cotton 
by way of illustration but the drop in our gross earnings especially in goods traffic re­
flects just the fact that trade has not been as good as we expected. Slackness of trade 
too has no doubt affected passenger earnings, but it is possible that we were a bit too 
optimistic in our estimate of the effect of the reductions of fares brought into force la t 
year. We expected the immediate effect to be detrimental to our earnings, and for that 
reason pitched pur estimate of gross receipts 2 crores lower than otherwise we would have 

v. now .we kftve to reduce our estimate by a further 137 lakhs. It is not that 
here has been no increase of passenger traffic, but it has fallen short of our estimate and 
n spite of the increase in traffic we expect to earn 67  lakhs less from passengers this 

year t an we did̂  in 1925-2 6 , It is too early to assess the effect of the reductions we 
gave last year in long distance coal freights. Owing to the coal strike in England, the 
circumstances of the year have been quite abnormal in the matter of coal. At any rate, 

e nave earned more coal and I do not think that we have lost money by the reduction.
'•  v* 8 d*°*) 313 earn*ng0 is partially counterbalanced by considerable reductions in 

1 a n J f ? e x p e n s e s .  On commercial lines our revised estimate of working expenses is 
c three-fourth crores below the budget estimate. On this amount, nearly 1  and half
1 _ ?? ® in co®t of operation. Our coal bill in particular should be about half crore 
also as r  eB̂  ma ê> partly of course because of cost at which we can now buy, but 
economy Th680*6,.of 7i80r0us measures taken by the Railway Board to secure great 
show how o 8tatiBtiCB 8iven ia Volume II of the Administration Report for 1925-26 
to the* p«oAff«n8nmptj on haa decr*ased relatively to the work dene and bear testimony

8 I vVene8B ^he measures taken by the Railway Board.
and hndimt 0!?*L  8?3€* a philosophic view of the disparity between our revised
the 1 P  further. I think that the results of the current year illustrate
vear wia v a position Railways are now in. We have had a comparatively poor 
thft exceptional floods, partial crop failure amounting to scarcity in parts of
last nnr /  slackness of trade evidenced by the fact that up to the end of December 
than in 1 Qoi ok trade was nearly 5 0  crores less than in 1925 -26  and 6 0  crores less
on th* 1  {*" 1 Nevertheless, we hope to earn this year a net return of 4*77 per cent 
lakhs Of nnr c?.Brg? enabling us to pay our interest charges and to pay all but 7
c o n t r i b u t i o n ^ °  General ? e™ nnM- »  ®  also to be remembered that the 
(leaving strategic * yf 8r, 8 ba8ed 011 an exceptional prosperous year and amounts
b a X 8 rP̂ rH ?n ^ r T  " f i f S  aOCOnnt) ' t0 tha bi« sum of 760  lakhs. In my view
these results eo far fl,uctnation in Railway receipts from one year to another
these results go far to justify the wisdom of the policy to which we are working. |

Budget Estimate for 1927-2 8 .

We are ^  we ^?ve adopted a more cautious estimate than last year, ,
and for a total gr08B receipts from commercial lines amounting to 100*40  crores '

91,47 W our expectations are realised, the gain
loss on strateoin -n*!1 amount to 3*93  crores and the net gain, after deducting the
lakbs to W! be 7*10  crores. Out of this sum, we shall have to pay 6 4 8
26 . and we hnn« taat being the net contribution payable on the results of 19 25 -

10. I S S M  8trengthen our reserves by 162  lakhs, 
of them is that i0  oomment on these estimates at length. The main feature
2 crores more than t-h Pufc. oar gross traffic receipts on commercial lines at 99 .24  crores or
these receipts at ne revised extimate of the current year, and that we expect to earn - 
of this year, working cost of only 8 lakhs or so in excess of the working expenses

optimise—in * ^ i6 J  Bhoald describe these estimates as framed in a spirit of sober' 
beset us this year tv we B̂ a^  on whole be free from the misfortunes whioh 

t m  that trade and traffic will pursue a more even oourse j and
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in th.  hooe that onr continued efforts wlITresult in further economies in our charges.
For example, the6House will notice that though we should ordinarily have to expcc an 
■ nf «hnnt 15  lakhs in the cost of administration od account of increments to
IalaHe“ we a S c  oaMy budgetTug for a reduction of 10 lakhs in the cost. This is because 
w l hope that Agents will be able by improvements in their administrative 
ont down the existing scale of their expenditure by perhaps a quarter of a crord. We
cannot of course be certain that we shall be able to get this redaction in full next year, 
narfc of which must be occupied in investigating the existing methods and procedure and 

how th“ y can be improved. Bat at least we shall do our best to do so. We have 
ahlp to nlace our contracts for coal at cheaner rates in the current year and to 

this and furthe/economies in consumption, we look forward to a reduction of 38  lakhs m
our coal bill, v> %

Capital Expenditure.
11 The House will remember that the approved progra-rme for capital expenditure 

year authored a total capital expenditure of 34-58  crores. This was the 
poMmate civen by^the railway administration of the amount which they hoped to sped  
Hn^ine^th^current year on approved works. I explained last year onr principles with 
dn"  f  . fiTin„  the capital budget We do not wish to restrict the execution of sanction. 
rdg worfeno?toham per in J y l j t l  Agents' efforts to carry |  completion Buchwork.

ronidlv as possible, and we aCcon inaly authorised them to epeninp to the full amount 
they PtbooghtPthey could spend during’the year We knew h o w ev^rom  paB^ex^rience 
that their actual expenditure would be very much lower, and we aMed the As^mb,y t, 
provide a sum of only 22 crores in addition to the 4 crores required fromithe 
the Delhi-Umballa-Kalka Railway. The actual expenditure during . ^  ,
now expected to be 2 7  crores more than was provided for, and w etshallplacea supple-
mentary demand before this House in due course for the add’, ' ° n®  occaBi0n<in the Budget 
last few years, as indeed the House has noted on more than on’ occasiontin^the Budget
debates, there have been considerable lapeesintheamounts p ro ved  f closely
tore, and this is the first year in which actual expenditure is n a y  6ncce88 of
to our estimate. We must, I think,
its efforts to attain greater accuracy m estimates ana to e:speane rpnresents
tioned worts. One of the methods adopted deserves a passing me > nrivate contrac- 
“  new and important departure. We are now beginning to make use of
tors for important railway works. A  rebuilding of the bridge
hniifc for us by firms of contractors, the latest exam pie OC4U© , .  u . P
over the Heibudda on the Great Indian PentoulaRailway main contractors is
away last summer. Another important work wnicn » , pflmn„nia Rail-

expenditure of 27  crores, just over 4  crores represents the purchase price ofI the Delhi- 
Umballa-Halka Railway. Twenty-one lakhs roughly is the expenditure incuirrd m taking 
np new issues of share capital of certain branch hne companies m which 
are financially interested in order to replace loan capital by share capi • educes
is directly remunerative to us in that it add6 to our share of surplus P* .. .
our liability to pay rebates. As regards the balance, the cxJ^D̂ lture °fi renresents 

* expected to be 6 -4 7  crores, and on open lines 16-32  crores. The form g P
a lapse of only 9  lakhs on the budget estimate. imported material
tunately been retarded by a variety of causes such as late rcc^P* P nnRR:uie to
and unexpected delays in the acquisition of land, but on other* it n aiDur-Parvafei-
accelerate the rate of expenditure. The g S I
pmam line where we now expect to spend l e s s a t a  more rapid pace than 
the current year. On open lines, expenditure uas procceaeu » .fl thA budcefc
we expected when the Budget was framed and our latest anticipat balanced
estimate will be exceeded by a little over a crore. Thie however is partly ^ ^ - b a l a p c e d  
S r  a reduction of 60  lakhs in our estimate of expenditure from the Depreciation Fund 
wbioh is a counterpart of the programme of open line works.

12 . For the year 1 8 27 -2 8  the total amount of funds asked 
fcioil.8 is 39-77  crores. As usual we propose to authorise them P. t0 vote
amount they have included in their estimate, but we are asking the J  * mAmU
a sum of 115 crores as a whole, which we believe i* at present about he .. . . 
pisttaiious capacity of spending. Of this total of 98 crores, we propose to dist

' t h e  LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [MEW DELHI I



X8 VBB, T H E R A ILW A Y  BUDGET 295
nistrations* capacity of spending. Of this total of 25  crores, we propose to distribute 7*62 
ernreg to new lines (as against nearly 15 crores asked for by Agents) and to open line 
workB the balance of 17-$8  crores as against roughly 2 and three-fourth crores demanded 

13. The full detail's of open line works are, as usual, given in the budget memo- 
random and in the various pink books dealing with the estimates of new railways and l 
think it unnecessary for me at present to deal with any of the details of these estimates 
* need on‘y say that of the total amount of 24-77  crores, which it is proposed to distribute 
among Agents as desired by them, 19-41 crores are for improving open line facilities 
Bums amounting roughly to 3 crores each are provided for improvement of track, for 
remodelling of station yards and for the electrification of lines and stations. The provision 
lor doubhng and quadrupling tracks, strengthening of bridges, workshops and stores and 
station buildings, and staff quarters amounts to about 6 crores. I would specially em­
phasise tbo large share that electrification of linea and stations has of the total expenditure 
ihe total provision-made is over 3 one-half crores. The Great Indian Peninsula Railway' 
alone accounts for nearly , 2 crores of this. The projects included the electrification of 

line from Bombay to Igatpftri and Poona (costing altogether 5 one-half crores) 
* r L Wh;°£- ? ° rore 18 Prwided in the Allowing year, and the construction of the power 
IQwoa KIalyft“ con8i8ting .“ 'together 97  one-half lakhs, for which 40  lakhs is provided in 

,D this connection, I think that it would interest the House if I  give them
Ka Iwav 8„nfrefv,W a  I  rhT  granted from a recent report on the Harbour Branch 
Haihvay of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway system. The section between Victoria 
terminus and Knrla, a distance of 9  one-half miles, was electrified with effect from 5 th 
o*1 r yJ  25-, 0n 2rd Febr ?  192& the electrification of the Mahim Chord? an additSn 
o J m ..  i*hKf m,'le8’ -waB C0,?Ple‘ed and whole of the Harbour Branch Railway was 
l !  . nby , t e0ln0 service.- A comparison between the statistics of January 1926  with 
raffic°h ? r t0, bel  9i 6 8b?W8 th8t train miles have increased four times, that passenger 

provision ®f a ^  1  and, that earning0 have trebled. I may also fall attention to the 
c C r . s°L ab0Ut one-f° n; th crores-made for amenities specially intended for lower 

.  „  Beparate from such general improvements as remodelling and electrl-
C e f i t V L  0n8 ,!? d . ? aJ d8 $ { “*' lmPr°,ved train services from which also they derive 
buddIv 1“ co“ mon with others. The special amenities inolude arrangements for water-
the to p ro «mr t reaf8̂ n f-r° VIV ° wa,‘UD8-room8 and halls and refreshment rooms and
whioh^exnond ^  hooking  ̂facilities and sanitary arrangements, but the main item on

,non™ ld 18 neaTlJ  1 and three-fourth crores under additions 
t0 f?weF class carriages. Under additions, the programme for 1 9 27 .28  

contemplates 636  coaching vehicles and 552  of these are lower class carriage*.
New Construction, |

Programme "of ° l th<! ‘ ntereBti“ g Parts of the Railway Budget is of course the 
expenditure of i4*T«l .  0ur P '° 3 ramran for nest year will involve a total
necessary to* orore8 ™  ‘ he case of commercial lines, but we have thought it
«rategi0y lines £  ° ° ! y / ''* )  oror,e8- The programme for both commercial and 
covering l o.i.q ont ,0"  in the Budget memorandum. It includes 4 8  lines 
t0 2 827 miles w e8 ” h'ch. are. a ready in progress and 51  new lines extending 
of new ]in<* * our ln“mê at« programme ewers 4 ,6 4 0  miles. Only 320  miles
! * » ' « *  a i o t b e  Gorrenti year, but next year I hope that we 
In the last two return on the money we have spent on new construction
of new line. AL  l  h yea™ ’ « u ? P we, bope t0 open in 1 9 2 7 -2 8  nearly 9 0 0  miles 
record of mi W *  9 tH /  t0ribe more fortunate than I have been in the
p |  welcome t0 / be Railway system. I  am confident that the House \
fraction of new u„ ' ° Pmf .aR<* Wl a? Fee that we should press on with the cons-
with the dufcv of «»rkieS’i 18 0Dr P°^ny* Bach Railway Administration is charged
nerative lines nf f  0i. evcry ayenue that affords soope for the construction of rerau- 
fn close touch with t . , 8a,table to the traffic that may be expected and of keeping 

facility for fh a isJGoverDmenI9 ft  tbft important matter. In order to afford 
standard of e* tbia obj«ct, we do not propose to adhere to one

& S B & g  heavy t r Jm T  * lonV 0b™ UB,y *  standard that is suitable for a main' line 
small agrioultnrfti *7  needlessly_ expensive for a feeder line serving a compare-

fi_an<iard8 of construction f t ®  Railway Board have now laid down varying
r standard seems most J * 0J J er tbafc brancb lines and extensions may be built to what- 

® 08t 801 table to the area to be served,

■ I am sorr th Rates and Fares,
notion of rates and fares! tL tttk  DOfe J n ifte baPPy position of announcing any further

* 1  Mler w“ at I hate said earlier in my speech the frouse
%
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cannot have any expectation of boons of tfiis kind. But it must not be thought that 
we have made merely the reductions in passengers* fares announced list year. One 
the contrary, at the beginning of the current year we expressly invited Agents 
carefully to review their passenger fares in the light of statistics and we told, them 
that we should be prepared favourably to consider .further reductions. As the result of 
this letter, the Agents of the East Indian, North Western and South Indian Bailways 
felt justified in proposing these further reductions and they have already been brought 
into force in one case from 1st January last and in the other two cases from 1st Fedruary. 
The reductions on the two State-managed lines are substantial, and third class passenger 
fares for ordinary trains are now down to 2 pies per mile for distances over 300 miles. The 
House may think that we have been unduly bold in sanctioning these reductions in view 
of the fact that the reductions previously sanctioned have not yet given any material 
stimulus to traffic. But the recommendations of the Agents were based on their consider- 
ed opinion that ultimately it would pay them to bring down fares to the level'suggest­
ed and we decided to take the risk. I would here emphasise the fact that it is only the 
existence for our Bailway Beserves that enables us to make experiments of this kind. 
For we have to remember that every year we are adding a sum of upwards of twenty 
crores to our capital at charge. Every 20 crores added to our capital means that we 
ought to obtain an increase in our net earnings of about a crore and 20 lakhs. For not 
only have we to pay our interest charges but in addition we have to pay one per cent to 
General Bevenues on our capital at charge. On the other hand, much of our new money 
goes into works which take time to become remunerative, and there is also the fact that 
we must expect large variations from year to year in Bailway earnings in accordance with 
harvest results and trade fluctuations. All these considerations point to the need for 
prudent management, for unceasing strivings after economy and efficiency, and for a 
wise policy of building up reserves. But provided th a t we keep these essentials in mind,
I think that we can face the future with confidence and that we need not hesitate to 
make such well-considered experiments in the reduction of rates and fares as on the 
advice of our Agents we have so far embarked upon. But I have no doubt that the House 
will agree that the effect of such experiments must closely be watohed and that if after 
a fair trial extended over a reasonable period they are found merely to involve us in a 
loss of revenue without bringing any compensating advantage in tlm shape of increased 
traffic, the matter may require reconsideration. But I hope that there is no fear of this 
result and that we shall not merely be able to carry on the reductions that have been 
made but also to try further experiments, particularly in the way of reduoing freights.

16. I have just referred to the need for unceasing striving after efficiency and 
economy, and I have done so quite deliberately. For I think that I may claim that 
however far we may have fallen short of our ideal, that has been our policy during the 
last five years. Some members of the House, I know, think that we are too rigid in our 
adherence to this policy and they regard it merely as a rather soulless bureaucratic trait. 
But, believe me, it is not that. After ail the Government of India and the Bailway Board 
are responsible for what is, 1 suppose, one of the biggest commercial undertakings in the 
world. It is a business with a capital of something like 600 crores—say 460 million ster­
ling. If we run it successfully, we provide India with a cheap and efficient system of 
transport. If we fail, the Bailways become a burden on the general revenues of tha 
country. In some respects I think that we can claim already to have made satisfactory 

«■ progress. I do not wish to repeat what I said last year, but every one will agree I think 
that our financial arrangements are on a much sounder basis than ever before and that 
we have made some progress in carrying ont the recommendations of the Acworth and 
Incbcape Committee. But the Indian Bail way system is a vast organisation, and recently 
in almost every year some new branch of our work has been brought under expert 
examination and review. This year it has been the turn of the workshops, and we have 
just published the report of the Baven Committee. Some people, I am told, call it an 
indictment of the Bailway Workshops. It may be so. I am not particular about the 
word. But the plain fact is that the Bailway Board thought that State Bailway work­
shops required overhauling in the light of most modern workshop practice. We entrusted 
the task to two of the best experts we could find, and we have obtained from them what 
we wapted, namely, a frank outspoken report containing many valuable suggestions for 
improvement of our methods and our equipment. The publication of the report may 
expose us to criticism, hut from our point of view the important thing is that we now 
know the directions in which to work for economy and efficiency, and we propose to 
follow tip the suggest ion 8 which have been made. Similarly, an enquiry is now going on 
Into our methods of railway accounting and into our workshop accounts, and another
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enqairy has Just been made into the medical and sanitary arrangements ot one of our 
most important railways. I do not propose to enter into greater detail into the many, 
other directions in which economies are being effected in the administration of our railway 
property as these are dealt with in Sir Clement Hindiey’s speech in presenting the budget
in the Council of State, ' , . T , ’ . .27. And now, Sir, I propose to bring to an end this the last account I shall give ot 
my stewardship of Indian Railways, I am conscious of its difficulties, another©are 
many other things that I should like to say, but I am afraid of wearying the Houtje. I 
am sorry that I end with a less prosperous year than some of its predecessors, but at any 
rate it is a much more satisfactory budget than the one I had to defend in this House 5 
years ago. No one -Could have had more loyal and devoted assistance than I have had 
from Sir Clement Hindley, Mr. Sim, Mr. Parsons and from Railway Officers generally 
and as for this House, Sir, though I have had much criticism, I like to think that it was 
kindly criticism and there is not one of us on these Government benches who not. 
realise the value of the close scrutiny to which our budgets are subjected by the Legis­
lative Assembly,  ̂ ........

T h e  S t e e l  B U K  •. ^
After the Railway Member’s speech was over discussion was proceeded with the 

Steel Protection Rill,
Lala Lajpafe Raf spoke first in support of Mr. Ohefcti’s amendment for average 

weighted duty. He did not question the motive and intention of Mr, Jinnah, who did 
not see any imperial preference in the Government proposals but only discrimination in 
favour of British steel. But Lalaji feared that one discrimination would lead to further 
discrimination. Politics and economics were inter-twined and in this bill the vicloui 
principle of imperial preference existed.

The President: This question of imperial preference was discussed threadbare the 
other day, I request the members not to make speeches on that but merely touch on it,

Lala Lafjiat Rai averred that even economically the principle of discrimination was 
unsound and urged the House to consider the advantage of weighted average duty which 
outweighed those proposed under the Government scheme. He contended against the 
view that there was dumping of continental steel and pleaded against penalising â  large 
mass of consumers who used continental steel. Continuing, he said that by penalising the 
use of continental steel they would be throwing out of employment thousands of poor 
Indians who were engaged in the manufacture of small articles out of continental steel.
,  (“ Official Benches cried : No no, where are they ”) He instanced the small manu-
facturea in Bombay, Poona, Gujranwala, Sialkot and other places. Coiwluding, he 
complained against the Indian students not being given adequate facilities by English edu­
cational and technical institutions, while continental countries whose steel the Government 
wished to exclude from India were showing consideration in this respect. This 
treatment of England did not deserve concessions as was proposed by the Bill. He 
accepted that the steel industry should be given adequate protection for seven years. \ To 
that extent he favoured the Tariff Board’s report, but he differed as regards the form ot 
protection.

Mr. Jinnah, replying to Lala Lajpat Rai, said that the telegraphic representation 
which the latter claimed were pouring in were all from the iron merchants (Hear o^T)* 
None ot them were, however, from traders or artisans for whom the Lala had pleaded* 
However, the Tariff Board had taken into consideration the consumer’s point of view, hut 
Mr. uhetti’s amendment, if put into effect, would give excessive protection to Tatas ana 
would profit the middlemen. Figures showed that under Mr, Chetti's scheme there would 
he unnecessary burden of i  crores on the consumers in the course of 7 years, hut at the 
same time.be wanted the Government to see that small traders and artisans did get the 
requisite protection. . . -  v, ■
p , * 4 stage, several members on the offioial benohes applied tor closure bat the 
Preeirtent called npon Mr Birla to speak . .. . .
tniddiom. 1 ™ 'Wted figures to show that there was no profiteering on the part ot 

Figures related In beams, angles, etc. Mr. Birla ashed'the House not to be 
t a e Z e ^ L , ar8nn,ent of Mr. Jinnah and Sir Oharles Inn-s about profiteering when

Mr B T^688 l lt M lf 'W  actually lost. . , _
* Da* said that Sir B. N. Mitra did not reflect Indian ojfinion in the Executive
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Council. Sir Charles Innps hall himself said <m a previous occasion that whether it wa 
imperial preference or preferential rates, there was politics behind it. Now, however 
Sir B. N. Mifcra, the Indian member, poohpooh ‘d the view advanced by the non-officials.

When Mr. B. Das finished his speech it was a quarter to four and there were 
renewed cries from official and other benches for closure. The House divided on the closure 
motion when the Hon. Mr. Patel came back and Occupied the chair. 57  voted for closure 
and 5 0  against it.

The House again divided with the result that 60  voted against the amendment and 
4 9  for and, therefore, the amendment was lost.

T h e  K h a r a g p u r  S t r i k e .
After the amendment of Mr. Cbetti had been defeated* the adjourn* 

ment motion on the Kharagpur strike was taken up. Mr. V. V. Jogiab 
wanted the House to discuss the conduct of the B. N. Bail way administra­
tion in not enquiring into the repeated representations of the subordinate 
employees of the B. N. Railway whioh occasioned the strike causing in­
convenience to the people ; secondly* the conduct of the Government in 
calling out the Railway Auxiliary Force to shoot indiscriminately not only 
the workmen but some members of the public and in not giving warning or 
persuading the crowd to disperse, and lastly, in censoring despatches of 
telegrams sent from the Labour Union to a large number of the members of 
the Assembly. He reminded the House of thof representations of the labour* 
era which was promised to be considered but which was repeatedly post­
poned on very flimsy grounds. The chief grievances of the labourers were 
insecurity of service, dismissal without proper action, insufficiency of 
wages and ill-treatment of subordinate officials. The’ Labour Union 
advised men against going on strike and but for the attitude of Mr. I*ewis, 
Acting Chief Engineer, the situation would have been easily solved.

Mr. C. 8. Ranga Aiyar who spoke next regretted that Mr. Jogiah had no 
time to develop the main theme of grievances, namely that there was in­
discriminate use of bayonets and this was done by using Col. Gidney's 
Anglo-Indian race against Mr. JogiaVs labourers (hear, hear). If they wanted 
to shoot. Indians, why did they not bring Europeans ? Why should Anglo- 
Indians have been brought f Was this another proof of the policy of divide 
et empera ? From a perusal of the account of the events, it appeared as if 
the men were instigated to use violence so that superior forces of violence 
might be brought into being. Let Sir Charles Innes mark his departure 
from India by conducting an impartial enquiry,

Colonel Gidney regretted the tone of Mr. Ranga Aiyar's speech which 
itself was for divide et empera. It was the Railway Union and political 
infusion in it that were at the bottom of the riot. Why should this House 
of legislators accept wbat all the Railway Union said in their statement ,and 
in effect send a message for other Railways to follow suit? By carrying 
the motion they would disorganise Railway as they disorganised the Police 
in Calcutta riot. Let us not be guided by telegrams sent by the rioters. 
Concluding Col. Gidney asked the Government to see that there was 
no dismissal, removal or reduction in accordance with rule fourteen of the 
Home Department.

Mr. N. M. Joshi drew the attention of the House to the fact 
that the Auxiliary forces were composed of railway officers. The 
speaker asked if it was fair that the very officers under whom these men 
▼ere working should torn opt to be the military when the men strpck work I
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This was not the first time in which the military was used lor firing in the 
name of law and order. The Government of other countries did not use 
military for such purposes. Mr. Joshi wanted an enquiry not only into 
the incidents of shooting but also into the grievances of the workers. If the 
Agent had failed in his duty, let not the Government of India fail in its duty.

Referring to the grievances of the men Sir Charles Innes said that ho 
had never known a case in which the Agent of a Railway extended so much 
sympathy to railway men. As soon as the grievances of men over the 
transfer of Mr. Naidu was brought to his notice, the Agent himself took 
the trouble to explain the actual position. The men came back to work, 
but all of a sudden due to the influence of politicians a public meeting was.. 
called attended by a large number of persons and resolutions passed. Then 
there was a orowd marching to the station yard and preventing the running 
of trains etc., and if at that stage the District Magistrate ordered the use of 
not fire but bayonets, then Mr. Ranga Aiyar wanted him to be dismissed.
The District Magistrate had to act 011 the spur of the moment. His task was 
difficult and no more than the necessary violence was used. So long as he (Sir 
Charles) was a member of the Government, %no district officer would be punish­
ed or penalised for trying to do his duty in circumstances of this kind. The 
versions as received by him from the officials and as given out by men did not 
of course tally in all respect. Indeed, the House was not in possession of the 
facts. What then was the use of our enquiry at this stage? The danger 
of passing this motion at this stage was that they would prolong starvation of 
these men who were on strike.

Diwau Chamanlal said he was yet to hear the word of regret for 
bayonetting. Could it be denied that the head of the Auxiliary Force; 
Colonel Henderson himself, was a railway official ?

1 1 Commerce Member interjeoted that he said the Auxiliary Force was 
called out by the District Magistrate.

Mr. Chamanlal condemned the law being taken into their hands to the v 
danger and detriment of the life of the people. A judicial enquiry must be 

. into the firing and bayonetting and an impartial enquiry into the 
fi^ievances of the strikers. If a promise of this enquiry was given, the motion 
wouia be withdrawn but not otherwise.
that h Malaviya who followed prefaced his speech with a declaration 
that stril^8 g®DeraNy against strikes. He said that it had been suggested 
officials ^ers,Ta<̂  done injury to the railway property. He was sorry that 

j  . spot acted unwisely, for strikers had gone to the platform to
If t)?lr *edew-strikers also to stop work. They had perfect right to do

striv v* 8f>eabcr was convinced that violence had been resorted to by the.
of n k*8 attitu(k  would be different. The speaker regretted the want

on both sides. The authorities should have exercised
and ^  was no* aace8Bary to have called out the Auxiliary Force
Innes h i?  refi0T* to the use of bayonets and fire-arms. If Sir Charles
nAcri e*pressed regret for the action taken there would not have
need for this heated debate.

*bich outset with the constitutional aspect regarding
Alexander -y was between the devil and ihe deep sea tor a while. Sir
local Council 'PtSf to Bftid that this question was to be discussed only in the
meat motions President of the Bengal Council had disallowed adjourn*

00 ground that this was a central subject, Proceeding
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he referred amid cries o f cl shame ” to the censorship on telegrams sent by 
the Labour Union to 18 members of the Assembly. Not only were theic 
reports suppressed by the authorities but their own acoounts were cooked up.

It was 6 when the President declared the motion talked out. The 
Assembly then adjourned.

The South African Agreement.
On the 21ST FEBRUARY Mr. Bhore made a statement of the 

agreement reached between the Union Government and the Government^of 
India and he was applauded at the conclusion. (For the text of the 
statement see Section “ India Abroad.”!

The President reminded Mr. B. Das of a reference made by Mr. Bhore 
that so far as the Government of India were concerned, they had ratified 
the agreement.

. |g |J| i

T h e  S t:e e I B i l l  P a s s e d .
Mr. Jamnadas M EBTA then moved his amendment putting forward his alternative 

scheme in respect of duty cum protection. He declared that the Bill did embody Im­
perial preference and that it would be contested inch by inch and step by step. He 
thcwcti that as a result of three years* protection scheme the Government had beaefitted 
in revenue by Re. 2CO lakhs, the creditor by Be. 150  lakhs and the wage-tamer, by 
Bs. 425  lakhs while the owner of the Company had in three years benefitted in the shape 
of dividend only to the extent oi £s. 4 and half lakhs, which did not yield even half 
per cent. How could this be expected to serve as an inducement to the investor. The 
people of India had made heavy sacrifice in these years to help Tata Steel to stand firm. 
Thanks to the exchange, capital had to be written down.

Continuing, Mr. Mehta averred that the protection extended was so small that it 
would not atuact capital. He contested the view of Mr. Jinnah that it was the middle­
men ring in Bombay who would benefit by his scheme. He showed that according to 
Gcdrej, Tata had quoted Be. 228  per ton for steel which could come ixozn Germany for 
Bs. 141 or at 170  with additional duty. Then under no circumstances could Tat&s 
cimpete with this. The consumer in Calcutta benefited because of the competition 
with British Steel and because of the nearness of Calcutta. He maintained that his 
scheme alone would give piotectton td the industry, impose the least burden on the con­
sumer and would put the least possible sum in the hands of the Government.

Mr. JIHNAH, replying, remarked that he never said that the Bill was perfect but 
that of the 3 schemes belore the House the one embodied in the Bill represented the least 
evil. Mr. Jamnadas had only proved the. speaker’s contention that because Tata Steel 
did not reach the ports of Bombay, Karachi and Madras as easily as Calcutta it was the 
middlemen who really benefited. Did Mr. J&mnacas understand that if he gave bounties 
to Tatas the m ult would be that Tatas would concentrate on production of bounty fed 

;l  material and give up production for instance of galvanised sheets ? This would mean 
that the revenue derived from import duty under protection which amounted to half from 
these sheets would as a result of w ithdraw al of protection be lost. He saw no reason 
why new companies should not come into the field. Mr. Jamnadas Mehta had charged the 
speaker of being either in air or at sea but it appeared to Mr. Jinnah that Mr. Jamnadas 
himself was either in the lap of prejudice or had been misled by iniddlexpen, Hb exa­
mined the amateur amendment of Mr. Jamnadas and showed how it would land the 
Government in difficulties and unknown liabilities. For instance, any firm could without 
much outlay undertake to m anufacture bars cut of scrap iron and scrap steel. To pay 
bounty for protection of such bars would involve an unknown liability. Speaking with 
ail authority at his command of the working of three years protection, he described 
Mr. Jamn&das’s amateur proposals as ridiculous and absurd and that to work the scheme 
proposed by the Bombay member would, if not impossible, be most difficult, very expensive 
and very inconvenient. He hoped that the House would realise its responsibilities in the 
matter.

Mr. M, K. ACHABYA regretted that Sir Charles Junes had not met the argument 
of the non-officials that under their scheme he (Sir Charles) was taking much more irojn
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the consumer. They all agreed that adequate protection should bo given to Tatas, bet not 
in  the way the Government suggested.. He would have no objection if the entire sc eme 
was withdrawn and another Bill which would be more acceptable to^tne Mouse wa 
brought forward, He, however, would accept Mr, Mehta's amendment as the lesser 01 
two evils.

Pandit MALAVIYA emphasised that on a matter of this kind Government should 
carry the House with them. To snatch a vote this way or that was not. the proper 
method of pushing through such legislation,* He did not question the e&rntsn 
of the Tariff Board and of the Government to act in the very best interest pi lnma 
according to their light. The opposition was not wanted, but because there was ones 
difference of opinion he expected that, instead of crying shame and telling t e mem 
that they did not know their business the Government and their supporters shou d 8 ^  
sympathy and consideration to the views of the opposition. Their view was uaee.^
.some regard for the consumer to see that the consumer was not pena leet 2 

places where Tatas did not operate. He suggested tLat the Government with all its 
Secretariat machinery should co-operate with the House in removing the detect o •
Jamnadas’s scheme. The speaker had woiked with Mr. Jinnah for years but e a
Mr. Jinnah’s special pleading on this occasion had disappointed many members. e 
rejected the plea that Tatas would play false to the Assembly and to the country by 
changing their plans for production. If they did, the Assembly wou.d not help 1 e 
again, He did not wiBh to hurt Englishmen, but must first have ngard 1“ ter®st®
of bis own countrymen. Why rush through this Bill ? The manner in which the 1 
was being bandied had caused him great pain and be ended by seggestmg the adjourn­
ment of the discussion. , . , v f

At thiB stage the closure was moved by the official benches and was carried wit
division. The House then voted on Mr. Jamnadas Mehta’s amendment and reacted it
by 65 votes against 56. Thus, while whipping on both sides had brought in the absentee 
members, the majority for the Bill practically, remains the same as it was when ine 
the motion for recommittal and for approving Mr. Chetti’s scheme was rejected.

Discussion on other Amendments,
Mr. Mukthar SINGH then moved an amendment providing for rebate of duty 

in respect of imported steel used by bona-fide Indian manufacturers of small 
artioles such &b bolts, toys, utensils, cutlery etc. Sir Charles Innes, intexv^mng said 
that this question was under consideration of the Tariff Board and he hoped this 
information might shorten discussion. Mr. Mnkhtar Singh said ho was not satisfied 
with the assurance given by the Commerce Member and pressed his amendment, in a  
speaker explained how the rebate system could be calculated and worked.

Sir Charles Innes, in opposing the motion, said the amendment was vague an 
unworkable. The amendment was rejected.

Purchase of Steel by Government Departments.
Sir Charles Innes pointed out that the next amendment in the name of Mr. B. Das 

which asked for declaration of the Government by notification in the “ Gazette that 
the purchase of steel of Indian origin should be given preference by the Government 
departments, municipalities and local boards etc., was put out of order on the grounds 
that it raised the question of increase of import duty which was outside the scope Of 
the Bill. The President agreed that the motion was out of order on the ground that it 
related to provincial subjects which could not be discussed in the House except by per- 
mission of the Governor-General. He would, however, admit the amendment if the 
mover omitted municipal and district boardB from the operation of the amendment. Jftr. 
Das agreed to this and the amendment waB formally moved. Mr. Das, in moving nis 
amendment, said that even the Tariff Board had recommended the use of lg |g |g  8w»* W  
railw ays as it waB the object of protection to create a market in India for Indian manu­
factured  ̂steel. He pleaded for acceptance of his amendment and complained of the 
circular issued by the Railway Member who recommended that Indian Railways might 
go m  for Indian products. His objection was that it was not made obligatory. He 
wanted a statutory provision to be made with regard to the purchase of Indian steer and 

6 the Commerce Member was not enough.
r. Pas’s amendment was pressed to division and lost by 45 to 33 votes.

Appropriation of Protective Duties.
M* Joshi rose to move the amendment laying down *bat the amount raised
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by protective duties should be applied for technical training in 6teel industry and welfare 
of workers such as protection against sea-sickness, unemployment, and old age.

Sir Charles Innes, on a point of order, said the motion contravened bection 67 of 
the Government of India Act which clearly laid down that no motion for appropriation of 
revenues should be made except with the permission, of the Governor-General, The 
President upheld the objection and ruled the motion out of order. Clause 2 of the Bill
was then adopted. *

Lala Bang Beharilal unsuccessfully moved an amendment to Clause 3 of the Bill 
demanding that in 1923, the steel industry's representation of insufficiency of protection 
should be a precedent of further protection.

Depreciation Fund for Steel Companies.
Dewan Cbamanlal moved bis amendment laying down that the Governor-General ift 

Council should have power to frame rules directing steel companies to set aside for a 
depreciation fund a certain amount from the profits and also providing for housing, mater­
nity and other benefits to workers. The mover said that the Assembly was entitled to 
direct the companies to so spend their profits as to ensure pioper working. He 
complained of the bad lot of the workers .who, notwithstanding the Tariff Board, were 
not well treated and had to suffer great hardships,

Sir Charles Innes, replying, asked what cculd be Hone if the steel companies dis­
obeyed the rule for depreciation funds 1 His opinion, is that it must be left to the good 
sense of the companies’ directors. Clause 3 was adopted after two more amendments 
were withdrawn.

Motion for passing the Bill.
Sir Charles Innes then moved that the Bill as amended^ be passed,
Mr. S. Srinivasa IYENGa B, opposing the motion that the Bill be passed, observed 

that the methods adopted in giving protection w ere so hopelessly at variance that he 
could not agree to it. Sir Charles himself had agreed that the Bill provided for Biitish 
preference. It was said that no scheme of imperial preference should be undertaken unless 
both the Government and the Legislature agreed. He would, therefore, ask the House 
to be careful in view of the fact that preference was both political and economical in 
character. The speaker objected to the Bill on another ground, namely, that it enabled 
the Government to raise more revenue than was needed lor administration. It was bad 
and vicious in principle to encourage overflow of money into the exchequer. Concluding, 
Mr. Iyengar reminded the Commerce Member that on the last occasion when the Limita­
tion Bill was before the House, he had dismissed the Tariff Board’s recommendations for 
import duties as a burden on the consumer. Was the Tariff Board then an expert 
body or bad it suddenly become expert because it suited the Commeice Member ?

Mr. Banga8wami IYENGAR, in opposing the Bill, referred to the Imperial Economic 
Conference when the British representative had agseed that British goods were enjoying 
a large share of India’B market even without preference. Now Sir Charles Innes sought 
unfairly to extend the preference at the cost of India, He referred to the position of the 
Indian wagon industry in relation to. the Bill under discussion. The wagon industry 
had asked for protection. Obviously that industry could manufacture all the Indian needs ; 
but strangely enough, the Commerce Member bad placed orders in England in respect 
only of current wagon requirements but also of anticipatory requirements for the next 
fite years. The position was that in spite of Indian steel piotection the wagon industry 
would not enjoy any privilege. When the question of protection by bounty to wagon 
industry came up, the Government would say there was no necessity as they did not 
require any further supply of wagons. The result would be that while the local wagon 
industry was suffering British wagon would come into the country at a ridiculously chea!p 
rate of duty.

Bill passed by a Majority,
After Mr. Jinnah had spoken in support of the Bill closure was applied and agreed 

to. Sir Charles Innes having relinquished his right to reply, the Assembly divided with 
the result that the Bill was passed by 5 2  votes against 40.

Civil Aviation Grant,
The House next proceeded to discuss the motion that a supplementary 

«um not ©weeding Bs* 996,000 be granted to defray the expenses that will 
©we in the ©ours* -of payment during tbe year ending Slat March 1927 in

$02 THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLE (hew  dslhi



U  P E B . *27] DISCUSSION OF R AILW AY BUDGET SOS

respect of aviation. On Diwan Ohamanlal strongly objecting to a penny being 
spent on civil aviation, Sir Alexander Mudditnan replied that the question was 
of great importance and at the fag end of the day the House was not in a 
mood to discuss it at length. He, therefore, formally moved that further dis­
cussion on the supplementary grant be postponed to which the House agreed 
and then adjourned.

D i s c u s s i o n  o f  R a i l w a y  B u d g e t .
On the 22ND FEBRUARY the House proceeded to the general discussion of the 

railway budget which was initiated by Sir Purushotamdas Thakurdas.
Sir Purushotharadas THAKURDAS acknowledged the manner in which the Railway 

authorities took members of the Advisory Council and the Finance Committee into thdt 
confidence but. it seemed to him that mostly it was a case of locking the doors after the 
horses had left. For, even with the said experience of Railway surplus stores after the 
war, there was to-day considerable surplus of wagons. Locomotives also ceased to be 
in excess. These enormous purchases were made at a time of high prices and had 
involved the taxpayer in an annual loss of the best part of one ernre. He was pleased 
at the lower figure of compensation paid, but suggested that following the example of the 
B. B. and 0 . I. Railway who took the Advisory Council into confidence the Railway 
Member should also tell tbrm of the number Of claims received for compensation. Sir 
Purnshotbamdas then spoke particularly on the remarks of Mr, Parsons, Financial Com­
missioner, in his memorandum on the effpefc of exchange on the Railway budget. He 
be;d that in the whole railway tale told to the House the effect of maintaining the artifi­
cial ratio was visible unmistakably. While Sir Basil Blackett had told them that prices 
had adjusted themselves to Ip, 6d. Mr. Parsons was counting on the effect of sterling 
transactions for the next three to five years. He then examined in detail Mr. Parsons’ 
Observations, ' . , ,

As for the wages of the railway employees he was the first to stand, for not only 
adeauate payment but for one that would ensure comfort. He recalled that three years 
ago Bfr Charles fnnes held the wages of railway employees to be very generous 
and those wages to-day were more favourable because of further fall in prices. To 
raise this issue to prejudjoe discussion on the ratio was not fair to the country. Sir 
Purusbolbamdas added 'that the.Government had been artificially propping up exchange.

Sir Basil Blackett: You want artificial depression.
Sir Purushothamda8 :' It dos not lie in the mouth of the Hon. Member to interrupt 

me when the time is so limited and when ho knows well that he had not the courage to let 
the ratio issue be diseteed earlier.

He continued : “ As for the stores, here again, Mr. Parsons had shown that the 
Government had by its*currency policy hit the Indian industries. Sir Pnrushothamdas 
further showed that the mileage of 88,039 in 1923-24 had earned on the average Rs. 24,907 
Per mile,- The total mileage of 89,817 in 1927 to 1928 was estimated to earn practioally 
the same, namely Rs. 24,928.

Sir Purushothamdap continuing drew attention to the remark in the railway admi­
nistration report of 1922-23 that the railway earnings depended on the general prosperity 
of the country which in the case of India was most easily measured by t i e  agricultural 
position and returns of foreign trade. The administration report of 1925-26 bad referred 
to the heavy drop in the export of grains through Karachi. The Railway Member had4n 
his speech on Friday admitted that the total foreign trade was nearly 60 crores less in 
the current year than in the previous year. The whole question then was that whenever 
they manipulated currency and. especially the ratio in a manner that it either hampered 
exports and consequently also imports, the railways were bound to suffer. Sir Charles 
innes was, therefore, not right in thinking that the budget which be presented with a 
heavy heart was dependent only nn factors outside his human control but might very 
|p f !  bear in rain.! and examine the factors under the control of the Gbyeirnmentof India,
He felt that unless the Railway department moke the Finance Department straighten facts 
and remedy them, the Railway Budgets of India not only for the next year but for some 
yeavs to come would have nothing but a sad tale to put before the House. It was a very 

commentary on the Currency policy of the Government aijui the first reflection of it 
been found in the Railways of India.

BailwafceIr 8*veral had spoken Sir Charles INNES replied to the debate. The
iway Member i t o  that for ths last few years, the railways had got accustomed to
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E * S  onlPy and then the

s sw a  mfs
But the whole scheme was in work itself out. But

“ r  x s i t ^ r s M

« r  sr££ » - ih™
T“ i f f i f l f  1 S 2 S  2 & a 3 f f £ » . * . « * « Railway B .a .d

. , , „ r rep « r £ : l r - ^ ^ ■ i « = s i a ? , ! z

p a ifS  SLS I fe g ll
I |  ^ a  m i  ral^aa B ll^ iw a y a  (or i w i i S #  paaaengere Were adopted the“  *k|r® ®°?'!j 
be a loss of Bs 11 erores. Mr. Banga Aiyar was not right in his figures that 2,500 men
had keen t a r r e d  to Calcutta from Lucknow on the E l .  W W

th* d  flnV3 R Railway. The figures were not more than 300 He assured mr, 
Ratnaswami that if there was remiesneBS on the part of the Government of India in giving 
f S S ^ M  India in the matter of railways in the
nn hv tbe protected extensions in the coming year. Concluding, Sir Charles lnnea 
amidst applause slid  that if the policy adopted by the Railway Board was pursued, 
then his successor after five years would be able to show a very remarkable record.

The Assembly then adjourned.

V o t i n g  o n  R a i l w a y  D a m  a n d § .
On the 23RD FEBRUARY discussion on railway demands for grants commenced 

with a full drew debate on the affairs on the Bailway Board on the motion forj  omission 
Tf the whole grant, nn which all the three non-official parhes seemed agreed. About 
125 motions for cuts, some token and eorae substantial, were on the order paper, but by 
mutual agreement discussion was concentrated on selected motions of both characters.

Mr. Srinivasa IYENGAR rose to move a reduction of the demand by Ba. 9,42,000 
which would virfnally amount to omission in effect, Mr. Iyengar complained the prin­
ting mistake in the motion on the paper which stated that demand be reduced to
Rs 9,42,900 and not by Rs. 9,49,000. r j& n

Mr. Graham protested that this was the.mistake of the mover as original document! 
showed. Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar expressed regret and the President permitted him to move 
the reduction by Rs 9,42,000.

Mr. Iyengar, in moving the motion, said that the Railway Board was as supreme as 
the Government of India and had its revenue and expenditure in the same proportions 
as the general budget. There was no sanctity attached to the Railway budget. They 
wanted that railways ebonld be a transferred subject in charge of an Indian Minister. 
Tb.e Railway Board was an irresponsible body. First class appointments like those of 
the Chief Commiesloner and Members of the Railway Board were appointed without refer­
ence to the Assembly. He recalled it was an integral part of the convention that India- 
ideation should be proceeded apace and Indians should be appointed to the Railway Board.

Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar maintained that this question wag also a recommendation of 
the same resolution just as the Convention was, and though it was made apart from the 
Convention it became a further convention. Why take shelter under tecbincal evasions f 
He further held that the Board should not b* a technical body but a busioess body and 
Indians were available to man it to-day. There was maladministration and gross breach 
of trust as was shown by the scandal. Sir Charles Innes bad made virtue out of 
necessity in [welcoming the Raven Commit *c’s stricture. He finally charged the
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Government that the Indian point of view had not been kept in connection with the 
Railway administration either in the matter of constitution or power of the Board or 
power of the legislature, The Indian point of view was not kept in view as was shown 
by the sorry tale of extravagance in respect of wagons and stores. It was still an alien 
administration out of touch with the Indian requirements.

Sir Charles tnnes, replying, wiBhpcl the attack h«y been directed to him and not to bit 
railway officers; for, he maintained, the Railway Board was a technical body and did not 
control the policy. As for IndianiRation, he'recalled his words three years ago which 
did not hold out the hope of the early appointment of an Indian to the Railway Board, 
An Englishman or a Scotchman disliked nothing more than that he be charged with 
breach of faith. The Railway Board was a technical body and its appointments were 
prize* posts for railway service and must go to men who bad earned them by excellent 
work. It would be dereliction of duty on bis part to recommend supersession to appoint 
an Indian. Ho realised the point of view of Indians that the Railway Board was a 
close corporation from which Indians were definitely excluded (hear, hear) but they must 
realise his point of view also that Indiauisation was purely a question of time. He 
admitted that the Indianisation policy was belated ; but it was having full effect and 
Indians were coming to the top. There was an Indian Chief Engineer and an Indian 
Superintendent.

Reduction Motion Carried.
The motion of Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar for a cut amounting virtually to the total 

. rejection of the demand was then put to vote and carried by 69 votes against 52. The 
Houbg then adjourned,

Capital Programme.
On the 24TH FEBRUARY, Pandit Kunzru moved a cut of Re. 1 and wanted to know 

what their commitments would be in respect of rehabilitation and capital programme. As 
for new construction he wished they went at a less rapid rate fefian they were doing at 
present. Let there be no undue burden on their resources in respect of interest charges.

The motion was put and negatived.

Railway Stores Policy,
Pandit Kunzru next moved a cut on demand under the Railway Board to protest 

against the purchase of stores direct without assistance and consultation of the Stores 
Department. The existing policy of the Government in general and Railways in parti­
cular for baying stores was highly objactionable. If stores were not bought through. 
the Shores Department why was that department at all maintained ?

The Chair pat the token cut to vote and declared it carried. This being cintestei, 
division was called and Mr. Kanzru’s motion was carrried by 66 against 44 votes.

Separation of Railway from General Finance,
Mr. Kunzru next raised the question of separation of railway finance from general 

unancs and made suggestions in respect of changes called for in the convention on the 
subject. After diaoassion, Pandit Kunzru withdrew the amendment on receiving the 
wsnranoa that the House would b 3 given an opportunity of discussing the matter, \ *

Enquiry into Railway Employees* Grievances.
Mr. M. K. Acharya rals3d the question of Government not accepting the Assembly’s 

resolution in 1925 recommending inquiry into the grievances of the subordinate railway 
employees. He described the attitude of the Government as one of great lack of sympathy 
I d  *B ~ kbat resolutions had since been passed by the conferencs of employees and. A ll 

udia Railway Federation earnestly praying for a commission of inquiry. Mr. ML K. 
charya gave a detailed list of grievances as received by him from employees particularly 

W T? ? ar<* t0 ôw wa8C8* The’plight of employees was indeed like that of a drowning man, 
.vonid o°t Sit Charles Tnnes with weight of his authority and infiaeuce come to their 

rescue by at least’ agreeing to appoint a committee of enquiry t
26TR kpT?0^ 0n waa uRder discussion when the Assembly adjourned till next day, the 
hv K4 ™ BRDARY, when the motion of Mr. Acharya was pressed to division auo carried 
by W against 47 votes. .i

Extension of Assam Railway.
the Bail **arcy Diudsay than moved a cut of Re, t for drawing attention to the failure of 

way Board to consider the possibility of railway communication between Gauhati39



and Shillong. This was withdrawn on Sir 0 . Hindley assuring that Motor transport 
served better than Railways in the Assam Hill roads.

Decentralisation of Railway Board’s Work,
Mr. Kelkar next moved a cut to elicit information whether the Railway Board had any 

scheme of decentralisation of boardle work and power of supervision and control laying- 
special stress on want of close touch of officials with public opinion. He urged that the 
advisory committee should not be confined to metropolitan cities, but should also be 
formed in mofussil. He suggested that committees be formed on the lines of those which 
existed in Prussia to which reference had been made by the Acworth Committee.

On receiving the assurance that all suggestions made in the debate would J>e fully 
considered, Mr. Kelkar withdrew his motion.

Concession Rates to Indian Manufacturers.
Mr. Kelkar next raised a grievance against railway rates of trade in relation to 

Indian manufacturers. He traced the history of this demand since 1915 when it was 
xuade in the Imperial Legislative Council and said the-Rail way Department never con* 
ducted proper investigations into the applications made by Indian manufacturers. He 
instanced inter alia the case of Kirloakar Brothers who manufactured agricultural 
implements. Such implements manufactured in England were imported at preferential 
rates by the Customs Department but the Railway Department took another view and 
would not allow concession even when this iniquity was drawn attention to by Dr, Harold 
Mann endorsing the application of Kirloskar Brothers. This was ultimately withdrawn 
by the mover,

Regulation of Expenditure.
Pandit Nilkantha Dae then urged that expenditure should be regulated. He com- 

plained that expenditure was growing more and more because they were a ll raising .the 
standard of living unnecessarily by imitating Europeans. This morning there was a 
view expressd that the salary of Indians should be raised to the level Anglo-Indians. 
Wbv should this be done f On the other hand the tendency should be to make Anglo- 
Indians adopt a lower standard. At any rate Indians must not unnecessarily raise 
their own. The motion was finally lost.

Reduction of Petrol Rates.
Col. Crawford by a token cut pressed on the attention of the Government the 

necessity for reduction of petrol rates and providing facilities for carriage of petrol in 
tank wagons. Sir Clement Hiudley promised to look into this question of petrol rates 
after consulting the Agents and informed that they were watching the question of carriage 
of petrol in wagons.

Other CM on the agenda were not moved and finally the fir s t head) the Railway Board\ 
was pasted by granting for it the reduced sum of Rs. 98.

Inspection Demand.
m The second head related to inspection. Mr, Duraiaami Iyengar objected to the 
salaries of certain officers being put as non-vofeable while they should have been put as 
votable. He based bis objections under provisions of the Act which required that Inspec­
tors should be appointed by the Governor-General in Council and as such their salaries 
must be made yotable, The Assembly then adjourned.

Higher Appointments in 8. I. Railway.
On the 26TH FEBRUARY, Mr. Rangaswami Iyengar moved a cut of over Rs. 2 lakhs 

to protest against the proposal of 8 . f .  Railway to add to higher appointments while con­
tinuing to pay starvation wages to lower employees. He added that this railway was 

most inefficient and that there was nepotism. The motion was rejected.

Pilgrims’ Grievances,
Pandit Kunarn by another token cut raised the grievances of pilgrims who are 

sometimes taken in wagons. He brought this matter particularly in view of the forth­
coming Kumbha Mela at B ard war. If it was felt absolutely necessary to carry pilgrims 
in wagons then it stood to reason tha t they muet get some rebate | | |  lares, {h is wap 
withdrawn.
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Reduction of 3rd Class FareB.
Mr. Acharya moved a cut to urge reduction of 3rd class -fares* Reduction effected 

in respect of long journey helped only a very small proportion of passengers.
Sir Charles limes, in  opposing the motion, contended that the reduction of fares on 

East Indian, North Western and South Indian Railways had given a* loss of Bs. 67 lakhs 
in  eight months in spite of increased traffic. The Railways had gone as far as possible in 
the direction of reducing the fares. He emphasised that third class travelling in India 
was the cheapest in the world. The motion was lost.

Administration—Working Expenses.
Sir Charles Innes Jthen moved for Rs. 1,230 lakhs in respect of working expenses 

under administration. ‘ '
Mr. PrakaBam moved a cut of Rs. 2 crores, Qe said the budget showed that no 

lesB than Rs. 65 were being spent in working expenses for every hundred rupees gross 
receipt. He elaborately mentioned to the House the result of his examination of’Japanese 
figures and their comparison with corresponding expenses incurred in India, Thus, 
while in india, between Be. 2,500 to Rs. 4,000 were paid monthly to the Agent and 
Rs. 6,000 to the Chief Commissioner for Railways, the salary in Japan of the Chief 
Commissioner for Railways did not exceed Rs. 1,020 per mensem. In India itself, the 
House must be aware that men like the Right Ron’ble Sastri worked pati iotically for the 
sake of the country on mere pittance received from the Servants of India Society, if  
only the Government had for 60 years tried to open up these ranks to Indians, it would 
have enabled them to run railways at half the cost. The motion was put and lost,

Mr. Aney next moved a cut to protest against the violation of the Lee recommenda­
tion for giving 73 per cent of vacancies to Indians. Daring the year 223 appointments 
were made, of whom 132 went to Europeans, while only 86 to Indians including statutory 
natives of India.

Sir Charles Innes replied that on the State Railway between April to February 
35 per cent appointments had gone to Europeans and 65 per cent to Indians and the 
reason why 75 per cent was not reached was the paucity of mechanical engineers in  
India, but the Government, fully mindful of working up to 75 per cent at the earliest 
possible date, were making arrangement for mechanical training and were employing 
Europeans temporarily on short contracts so that these appointments did not affect per- 
mahent proportion of the service.

Mr, Aney pressed the motion to division and it Was lost by 45 against 43,
The demand under head t( Working Expentee-Administration11 was therefore carried 

without any reduction.

Repairs and Maintenance,
The next head related to the working expenses, repairs and maintenance and operation, 

Mr. Shunmugham Chetti moved a reduction of Rs. 60 lakhs in the amount of 10 crores 
set'apart for repairs and maintenance charges of roiling stock. His authority fur moving 
this cut was the Raven Committee’s report. This report had clearly remarked tliat the 
repairs were not being carried out as economically as they should be and that with better 
organisation and better methods of production. It Bhould be possible to reduce the 
expenses to the level of expenses in England. The costs in regard to locomotives were\33 
per cent higher than in England, 100 per cent higher in the case of coaching vehicles and 
another 100 pej cent in case of goods vehicles. These worked out four and a half crores 
higher, but he pleaded that the Government should give an earnest of their intentions to 
Adopt the recommendations of the Committee by agreeing to at least half a crore. The 
ttotion was pressed to  division and lost amidst official applause.

The total demand under this head namely Rs, 33,67,00,000 was then carried without
reduction,

Other demands.
At this stage (5 p.m.) guillctine was applied and other ten heads of the budget 

S p JpilfJl The Congress Tarty and in some coses also the •Nationalist party crying 
•ht 1? ” bllt aot stoiknging * division. Thus after 4 days’ voting except that the first 

Railway Board which was given a reduced sum of Ri, 38 out of Rs. 3,43,000 
• Budget was sanctioned in entirety. The Assembly then adjourued,

4M*



’ T h e  F i n a n c i a l  S t a t e m e n t  f o r  1 9 2 7 - 2 8 .
Tbe jgonse re-assombled on the 1ST MARCH 1927  to hear the speech of Sir Basil 

BLACK£XT on the Budget for 1927-28. No appreciable reduction in taxation is proposed, 
but the duty on motor car and hides, export duty on tea and stamp duty on cheques are • 
all to be affected. Borne of them reduced and others abolished. Permanent remission of 
provincial contributions by 3 and half crores is made and Bombay gets the lion’s share 
while Bengal is relieved to the extent of 9 lakhs leaving 64 lakhs. The actuals of expen­
diture under military for 1926-27 are expected to exceed the estimates by 63 lakhs,

In the course of bis speech Sir Basil Blackett* 8&id~:—
Customs receipts are expected to exceed the estimate by 130 crores, as a result of the • 

buoyancy of the yield from sugar and protective duties. The Proceeds iua 1925-26 of the 
sugar duty were 71 lakhs more than for 1924-25 and nearly double those of 1923-24, and 
were thought to have been inflated owing to the heavy fall in the world price of sugar in 
that year. But our cautions estimate of 570 crores for 1926-27 has now to be raised by 
1.25 crores. Protective duties on steel in spite of their success in givftg protection have 
proved unexpectedly efficacious in bringing in revenue and are now expected to produce 
2.86 crores as against an estimate of 2.35 crores. This represents of course the total 
proceeds of these duties, not simply the excess over what the ordinary revenue duties 
would have' brought in.

Taxes on Income are now estimated to bring in 29 lakhs less than the Budget estimate 
of 16.15 crores, but this is due almost entirely to an increase in refunds in connection with 
double income-tax relief consequent on the reduction in the standard rate of income-tax 
in Great Britain. ,,,

Our receipts from Salt were fully up to anticipations up to the end of December, but 
the hope, however slenderly buttressed, that the new Budget might bring a reduction of 
duty seems to spring eternal in the breast of tbe salt meicbant and the most recent figures 
suggest that clearances have been retarded pending the opening of tbe Budget. If so, the* 
Match figures may show a substantial recovery, but I have felt it prudent to place the 
revised estimate at 6.70 crores, a reduction of 20 lakhs on tbe origiifcl estimate.

The net receipts from Opium are now estimated at 3.12 crores, an improvement of 
86 lakhs on tbe Budget figure. We were unduly cautious m  our forecast of the immediate 
effect of our new policy of restricting exports, while a poor crop succeeding three succes­
sive bumper years led to a saving of 48 lakhs in our payments to cultivators, etc.

There is no change in the figure of 6.01 crores for the Bailway contribution, and 
among other revenue heads 1 need only mention a special receipt of 31 lakhs on account 
of German reparation which represents a payment in respect of the period before 1st April 
1926 and does not therefore go direct to reduction or avoidance of debt under the provi­
sions of the Finance Act of 1925.

Expenditure, 1926-27.
On the Expenditure side the most important variations are an excess of 67 lakhs in 

tbe net Military expenditure and a saving of 82 lakhs on interest on dead-weight debt. 
Tbe latter is due to tbe reduction in the rate of interest paid on new borrowings. The 
ex&E8 on the Military Budget arises mainly from the necessity of increased expenditure 
on purchase and manufacture of ordinance and other stores amounting to 70 lakhs. Un­
fortunately this is not a non-recurrent but a recurrent increase explainable by the fact 
that we have come to the end of our power to draw on the surplus stores left over after 
the War,

The revised estimate of revenue comes to 150*25 crores and the revised estimate of 
expenditure to 127.16 crores as compared with the original estimate of 130.43 crores and 
1£0.38 crores. Thus for the fourth y<ar in succession we aie left with a realised surplus, 
The revised Budget of 1926-27 sfct*' ‘s a balance on the right side of 3.10 crores.

These figuus aie drawn up oil the l  a sis which has been customary for the purpose 
of the presentation of the Indian Budget for many years but, as pointed out by the Public 
Accounts lemmittoe in their Report on the Accounts of the year 1924-26, they do not, 
strictly speaking, represent either the gioes or the net rovenue and expenditure of the 
Government of India. A break of continuity is always to be deprecated. I have not 
thought it desirable to depart from the method of presentation sanctioned by past practice. 
There are indeed drawbacks in rny form that might be adopted. But that the present 
foim ie, in acme ways, inconvenient and may even be mi sit adin g iB illustrated by our 
experience in 1920-27. In spite of considerable improvements in the main Revenue heads, 
it % very surprising to discover that the revised estimate of revenue for 1926*27 actually

so8 t h e  Le g is l a t iv e  a sse m b l y  [mew 6elhi

i



shows a ciecline °£ i s  lakhs as compared with the original estimate. The explanation has
General 1RnriJ?  ln ' wh'ch Baitway fig«<« are brought into the figures of the •

a  B , the receipts and expenditure on Railway Account, which appear 
onVin^i Budget, are substantially lower in the revised Budget than in the
cofp I et th“ Ra’lway contribution is exactly as originally estimated and has under- 
for tn m, .  That.?Ver' Tho rcvised 8nrPlus of 3.10 crores for 1926-27 is accounted
i S k i  >|e exte.nt o£ ratbor oyer 2 crores by a real improvement in our revenue : yet the 
extend,'for?* f ° r 18 less tban the 0liB,nal- The figures of net revenue and
net ? f6? C.d t0ube ° W give a trner Pictnr« in thia respect. On the other hand, the
thp tend . °  ° b6cure the magnitude of the Government of India’s activities and of
tn » ! fP d  ̂ ® Whlqh they and the AB8embly control. We must turn to the gross figures 
10 get an adequate conception of what these are, 5 6

of Z henBT  expendit?r e °f thB Government of India including the working expenses' 
w el^nvfr inn78 ^  °f '$£® PostB ftnd Telegraphs and Irrigation Departments aggregates 
Tertain p f,00. ° W  The " ftot fig ° re 18 204.72 crores. Even this figureexcludes 
W  ^ “ al ,te? 8 0 f , exPrnditure which are shown n e t-n o t  g ross-in  our accounts. I 
thn n L  rmposed on the i  inance Department, to whoso loyal and exacting labours during 

88a8°“ Government and the assembly and in a special degree the Finance 
thp n„ ,„ Me deePly lndebteci, the task of arriving at exact figures in this connection. For
turn'd™ ° / .prf 8? tat,on of the faots t0 House and the country, the gross expendi­
ture figure of .204.72 crores conveys a sufficiently, true picture. p “
Brpiim*t!Ltasl£ working out accurate figures of our net revenue and expenditure requires 
wh« hpf y d'?‘S10nB on raaDy Problematical points, for example, the question arises 
deduoMLef  P8Dd. l  °n the colleotion of taxes should appear as expenditure or as a
receded S® reven“e ™ 9cd by means of those taxes; or again, whether the interest
fclon frn °n °U- advftnccB t0 fcbe Provincial Loans Account Bhould be treated as a deduc- 
figures mterest oba/gcB or as revenue. Biatement D of the Budget sets out tho 
StatPm.pf ‘ eVC“UB and o/penditnre on the same basis as last year. According to that 
nef 1 onrJ net expenditure amounts to 84.07 crores. One fact which the figures of 
whiph expenditure bring out with somewhat startling Clearness is the extent to
b^n fro l ere r el  constitution the activities of the Government of India have 
S S L ,^ l ! Y ^ [ V he Brcn[lncia* Governments, the functions of the Central Government 
with8th« Tnntm mam t0 tbe defence of India, her relations with the exterior and 
t t is L iio n .  *? m8J0r communications, the Public Debt and the Currency, some
a n d X  ' V ° nnecfcion with BubiectB Buch aa surveys, archaeology and research,
Governments?118  ̂ 1 ty gcnerai B0Pwintendence, direction and control of the Provincia

Debt position*
crores1 f e  y !arr. * b*le onr fcofcal debfc wiI1 baYe increased from 969.04 to 976.541
tive riiK? *n ur debt wtUi  hav0 deoreaBed fe m  456.56 to 452.40 crores. Our produc- 
debt wilM ,1 b jVe mcreafl?d from 737 98 crores to 773.83 crores, and our unproductive 
in th e m s p ] lr  decreased ^ om 234.06 ‘o 201.71 crores. Satisfactory as these figures are 
and nTi^k68’ tbe^ ar.e Bti1  ̂ more pleasing in their reaction on our Budget expenditure 
for rat® iai,er®sfe at which we borrow in India whether for new capital odtlay
of S  70 fo! p a y m e n t of maturing debt. Thanks mainly, to our pdiicy .
in  a f ,  ^gular provision for reduction or avoidance of debt, we borrowed in the market 
per cent fo ,  tC,of M i  per ccnt* Bnb3cct income-tax in 1926 as compared with 6 
height 1922y 8nd the charee on the Budget of 1927-28 for interest on dead-
larjgej. ^  , ! 8 ab®nf 5 and half crores less than it was in 1923-24, a Baving considerably 

n amount of our present provision for reduction or avoidance of debt.

Budget estimates for 1927-28—Revenue,
tore o f i K  is now cleared for the presentation of the figures of revenue and expend!- 
2-75 cror^ puLtbe,net revenue from Customs at 49.16 crores, an increase of
27* Allow* or,^ aa estimate and of 1,46 crores over the revised estimate for 1926-
ProtectivArfil06 has beeI* made for a reduction of about 40 lakhs in the revenue from 
is *i«e 8teel owin8 t0 febe cffeofc of the new Steel Industry Protection Bill. It
high a“ ticipate some reduction m  the imports of sugar as compared with the very
CVcr» be c o l ?  tbC paBt two yeftr8, The rednetions under these two heads should, how- 

Gnder 0̂r by tbc normal growth of revenue under other heads,
85 kkhs inorfi iSead 0< ITaxc8 ^  Income* 1  put our net receipts at 16.60 crores which is 
W ised C*tima«IrR2lrri!,be Badgct figw e for the current year and 66 lakhs more than the 

Tho improvement wider this head is due in part to slightly more

% % '
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profitable trade generally and in part to the substitution of tax-subject for tax-free 
Government of India securities. . '

The original estimate of revenue from salt duty for 1926-27 was 6.90 crores and I put 
the figure for 1927-28 at 7 crores, the increase being- justified on the basis of the normal 
growth in consumption.

Under the bead ‘Opium1 we have to allow for a reduction of 10 per cent in our exports 
in accordance with the policy announced last year. On the other hand, the considerable 
reduction which has been effected in the area of cultivation curtails our out-goiDgs. 1 put 
the figure for gross revenue from Opium at 3.83 crores, which is 35 lakbB less than the 
revised figure for the current year, and the expenditure at 91 lakhs which is 16 lakhs- 
less than the figure in the revised estimates for 1926-27. The net revenue will according­
ly be 2.92 crores as compared with 3.12 crores in the current year.

The net receipts from .Railways for 1925-26 > were considerably below those for 
1924-25 and in spite of the increased value of t per cent on the capital charge, the 
contribution falls from 6.01 crores in 1926-27 to 5.48 crores in 1927-28. .a

Our receipts under other heads of revenue are estimated at 16,70 crores, being a 
reduction of 1,74 crores from the original estimate for 1926-27. This estimate assumes 
the continuance, pending the inauguration of the Reserve Bank, of the present practice 
of crediting to revenue the excess over £40 million in the Gold Standard Reserve and the 
income from investments of the Paper Currency Reserve. The amount of these receipts 
has, of course, been diminished as the result of the reduction both of the sterling and of 
the Government of India rupee securities in the latter Reserve.

Our total estimate of revenue for 1927*28 conies to 128.96 crores as compared with 
an original estimate of 130,43 crores fur 1926-27 and a revised estimate of 130.25 croreB,w

Expenditure,
I estimate our net military expenditure for 1927-28 at 54.92 crores, or almost the 

same figure as the original military estimate for 1926-27, but 36 lakhs less than the revised 
figure tor that year. The disappearance of pos-twar charges for demobilised officers 
accounts for a saving of 64 lakhs, but this is counterbalanced by the extra provision 
necessary for the expansion of the Air Force, by increased expenditure on improving the 
barrack accommodation for both British and Indian troops, and by the necessity for 
additional outlay of 90 lakhs on ordnance and other stores to which 1  have already alluded.

Civil expenditure.
The most significant variation in our civil expenditure from the figures of the current 

year occurs under the head ‘Interest on deadweight debt,1 which I put at 10,63 crores as 
compared with 12,53 crores in the Budget for the current year, 1 have already drawn 
attention to the way in which our steady adherence to the policy of making regular 
provision for reduction and avoidance of debt and confining new borrowings to productive 
purposes in bringing in an annual dividend to the tax-payer in the shape of a progres­
sively increasing saving in the charge for interest on dead-weight debt. The saving in 
gross interest charges is not less striking and the people of India are securing-year by year, 
in addition to the tax-payers’ saving on interest on dead-weight debt, all the advantage# 
of lower interest charges on the capital which is being newly invested in productive 
Works of development. This benefit is felt alike by the Railways, the Irrigation and the 
Forest departments, and the Provincial Governments as a whole to whom an improvement 
in the credit of the Government of India brings a much-valued boon in bringing down the 
rate of interest they have to pay on the sums borrowed by them from the Provincial Roane 
Fund or direct from the market,

Beneficial services.
For the last two years, the Government of India have been seeking gradually to 

restore some of the cuts made on the advice of the Retrenchment Committee in the 
Governmtnt of India’s expenditure on beneficial services. It is no reflection on the 
Retrenchment Committee to say that eome of the cuts were short-sighted, lempoiary. 

* expedients had to be adopted in the nexieting financial situation, it  was absolutely, 
essential that expenditure should be reduced and it is to the labours of that Committee 
that we owe our present ability to take a somewhat longer view. Among the new uems 
of expenditure, which have been approved by the Standing Finance Committer, I would 
draw special autntion to the five-year programme for the expansion of education m the 
Frontier Provinces ana other territories directly administered by the Government of India. 
This programme was drawn up by the Department of Education, Health and Lands on 
the suggestion of the Finance Department and is,, we hope, only thfr first of a series of
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iprogrammeB relating to the other activities of that Department which largely monopoly 
sea the privilege, so far aa the Government of India is concerned, of watching over those * 
.comparatively few services which have not been transferred to the Provincial Govern­
ments, where expenditure is directly and obviously related to the advancement of the 
social well-being of the masses of the people. The programmes for additional expenditure 
on sanitation and other services arc not yet ready, though individual items of new 
expenditure on their services are included in the Estimates for 1927-28 The educational 
programme which extends op to 1931-32 involves, during the five years, an additional 
non-recurring expenditure of 29 and three fourth lakhs and a recurring expenditure 
rising gradually from i  lakhs in 1927-28 to 10 and half lakhs in 1931-32. The total 
amount of additional expenditure for the year 1927-28 is just under 12 lakhs.

Post and Telegraphs.
The Indian Postal and Telegraph Department is, as the House is aware, treated not 

as a profit-earning institution but as an organisation whose energies are directed to supply­
ing postal and telegraph facilities to the general public in as full a measure as is 
compatible with the fundamental principle that the Department should not be a burden 
on the general taxpayer. Under normal conditions, the working expanses and interest 
charges sboaM be, as nearly as possible, the same as the gro*s revenue of the Department 
With the gradual improvement in trade, it is permissible to hope that the revenues wili 
grow to an extent sufficient to show a substantial surplus over working expense and 
Interest charges. But that happy state of-affairs Is not yet actually in sight. It is 
.clear therefore, that any important reduction in the present postal and telegraph rates
heavy\ubsidyCUred wilh0Ut 8addlir38 fche ' s m m  taxpayer with the necessity of paying a

In the case of the Iudo-Europeau Telegraph Department, the estimated net results 
of working in 1927-28 show a Small loss of 3 lakhs which is slightly more than the figure 
*7? the current year, 6
19* Enre8t1mat^ of the aggregate expenditure of the Government for 1927-28 cornea to
BtatnH ?9«ro« 0or e8ti®,Rt« of revenue on the basis of existing taxation is, as already 
stated, 128,96 crores, resulting in a surplus of 3.70 crores. .
bo vF*1 j BurPj0S °* 3.70 crores for 1927-28 is arrived at on the assumption that there will 
£ L  ° t K !6 dur. ”« the yef  ,fr0m the established rate of exchange of Is. 6d. per 
of i Wi 1' f ^ ^ .  dosire to be informed what effect a reduction of the rite
rente? & l8, 6d*t0 U  4d* wonld have on the Budget figures which I have pre-

i f  18 ,b? “° “ ' an8 ealy t0 arrive at an accurate estimate. In a statement which 
. i L  1 ateci  to-day, the many and various considerations which have to be taken ' 

28 Br«CC°<.anV n order t0 6̂ 0W ‘he effect of a reduction to Is. 4d. on the Budget for 1927- 
« o n s i e ^ ° i  8° me de,tail- The et 0t 0n the Budgets for the following |ears is also 
thaf Hn! ? 1 a,vtlie sarae 8Aa f,roonfc.* The conclu8i°n arrived at is that on the assumption 
ewplovces ^  1J! 7'2®. ifc , wi11 }*e nnneoessary to compensate any Government
l | § l t  E na®y !or fth0 '°f8 ?. approximately 11  per cent, in tlm value of their 
1 1 1 ’ tho ratl'°Tt? 4d; ™oul,l result in 1927-28 in a total worsening 
Covernmpnr f ? y 6'v6 ’ m 1 d°,n0t f®el that U is dntT to-day on behalf of the
P r o S f o r  “ Rk 8Dgge8tion8 bow the resulting deficit of 1.66 crores should be

Changes in taxation,
With °* crores is arrived at on the basis of tho existing level of taxtiop.

CGntribot>on apart from Bengal's contribution of 63 lakbfe) 
of the lfe 18 °hvious that we cannot afford to give away any important portion
directing ™ Dfi8 in .reduct;,on °* taxation if we arc to live up to our declared intention of 
^ P tr ib r n ^  financial P°Kcy to the reduction and eventual extinction of the Provincial 
use of ih l 8,aS f?0G aB mayrbev We are* ^  not yet in a position to make full 
the G ov!.. .  10 Ic??rt ° f fche Taxation Enquiry Committee whose recommendations 
hope h l l l  £ ent and 1th? lconj;try have boen studying during the past year. 1  shall, I 
tiop onouf f  ■ ? approval of the House in saying that our general policy as regards taxa- 
larasthaf bedlrecfccd Sr8fe towards a more equitable distribution of its incidence, so 
abolition be atuinab,ft with dae r*8*rd tG the other canons of taxation, and fche
export Hnr th°8e lnaP° 8t8 wblcb are obnoxious in principle, such as some of the existing 
of Uxatinr!®?* an,d thast* when our financeB permit., we should aim ,at a gradual reduction 
margin GG. , , V erVe " hich w111 8ivp 601110 relief to the tax-payer and leave a larger 
♦ions ha i!Lb e '0r tbs Provlne^ 1 Governments’ needs. Once the Provincial contriba-
m n  consi!u,lfuen we shall find ourselves in a freer atmosphere in which weww fche question of taxation entirely or almost entirely from the standpoint of
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the Central Administration. With a surplus of 3.70 crores, the House will, I think, not 
desire ns to propose additional taxation for the purpose of increasing the surplus. In 
1927-28 therefore, we c'early cannot do more than effect minor changes, the net results 
of which will not be seriously to modify the surplus of revenue over expenditure.

Export duty on hides.
The first proposals which I have to put before the Honae taxatioD

two or our existing export duties, the export duty on hides and the export.duty on tea 
The export dutv on hides has been condemned by the Fiscal Commission and the Taxation 
Pnonfrv Committee as wrong in principle and dangerous in effect. The trade is at present 
ta°a d'eor^s^^on^itionand the Government have for some years seen no justification for

i s t i t  i i s s s t a ^  l i t  s8S^5® i#||§
Ion of the export duty on hides involving a loss of 9 lakhs of revenue.

Export duty on tea,
The export duty on tea brings in approximately 50 lakhs a year. Oar finances 

nlearlv do not nermTt of its abolition unless we can find some means of compensating our- 
S S S w S w i s *  FottMtelf, We »•« «  a position

i«gsas ‘SSSSj'JB «“"f. §»«
• ii 'iE  ts,Sf i

S S H S S r

costs us 50 lakhs. We expect to get an 45 “ hB from mcome-tax on fche
agricultural profits in 1927-28 rising to 50 lakhs m 1928-29.

Import duty on motor cars, eto.
The next proposal which the Government have to make is one which will, I hope, be 

• n rvrtnnifir Wp propose that the import doty on motor cars should be reduced 
« g 5  toSO ^ S r ^ o r e m -  and the import duty on tyres from 30 to 
l l l f M  C Aff.er making allowance for the stimulus to imports whichi this reduction of 
MM is expected to give, I estimate the cost of this proposal at 10 lakhs only. The 
rednctionTs'in accordance will the views of the Taxation Enquiry Committee which 
riffhHv drew attention to the importance of encouraging the development of motor trans­
i t  ?nd7a Neither the Government nor, I think, the House would feel P«turbedif 
the Provincial Governments seized the opportunity of this reduction of the 
fo impose Provincial taxation on the users of motor cars for the improvement and deve op 
ment. of their systems of road communication.

Import duty on rubber seeds.
There will be fonud included in the Finance Bill a provision for removing to the Hat

o' ««'<* starisirdt® sbe^ # ® ?  sis/siitel ™
' I S f c S l I ? " *  It 1» W p ertae  »n important

sopportof this concession. Wo are very g!a<i to be in a pooition to moot then wiehee.
Stamp Duty on Cheques.

T have one more proposal to make for reduction. The Government have decided
to a l p I h e  recommendation made independently ^ ^ . ^ S T L " £ S S S ^  With » Currency Commission that the stamp duty on cheques shoa d be ““  J ™  
view to L  development of the banking habit in India we propose “
to abolish the duty on other Bills of Exchange pavable on demand, tor the momenB, 
we donot propose the abolition of the stamp duty on Bills of Exchange notpayableon 
demand which reaoires further consideration and will involve a loss of about B̂ iaKtit
of wenue. I t will be desirable that the abolition of the stamp duty on cheques and



obher Bills of Exchange payable on demand shoold nob come into force until the 1 st of 
July next in order to give the banks time to make the necessary preparations. The cost 
of the abolition of the duty on cheques in a full year will be 7 lakhs but is estimated 
to amount for the nine months in 1927-28 to 5 lakhs only. This loss falls on the 
Provincial Governments bub does not make any very material difference even to those 
Governments such as Bengal and Bombay, whar« the bulk of the duty is collected. In 
these circumstances, the Government do not think it necessary to compensate the Provin­
cial Governments for the temporary loss of revenue involved, partly in view of the 
relief which will be given to those Government in other directions, as the House will 
presently observe, and partly because we hope to be in a position a year hence to bring 
forward proposals for a division of the Stamps Head into Central and Provincial, coupled 
With a revision of the Devolution Rules which will fully make good to the Provinces 
what they will give up under the head *' Stamps.*' The cost of abolishing the duty'bn 
other Bills of Exchange payable on demand will fall on Central Revenues, but will not 
be considerable, and I have felt it unnecessary to make any special provision for it.

Import Duty on Tobacco,
Apart from the loss of 6 lakhs owing to the abolition of stamp duty on cheques 

which will not affect the Central Government's Budget, the proposed reductions and 
changes in taxation involves a diminution of our revenue by 24 lakhs. In order partially 
o cover this loss, the Government propose to increase the import duty on unmanufactured 
•obacco from Re. 1 to Rs, 1-8 per lb., an increase which is fully justified on statistical 

grounds and while giving some additional production to Indian grown tobacco, will not 
materially affect the Indian cigarette industry which is now in a strong position, I expect 
to obtain 18 lakhs from this source,
ftfKiTihlu net cffccfc o£ the8e measare8 on out* estimates for 1927-28 will be a reduction 

lakhs under the head Customs, and an increase of 45 lakhs from Taxes on Income* 
with the result that our surplus will then stand at 3*64 crores.

Provincial Contributions.
natural use of a recurring surplus is to reduce Provincial contributions. X pro- 

POBe,--.and I am sure that the House will unanimously agree—that our surplus should be 
evoted to a permanent reduction by 8 and half crores of the Provincial contribution 

rpr .rik . j strict accordance with the provisions of the existing Devolution Rules, 
onnf < ■ 6 only . I *96 crores of the contributions unreraitted, exoluding the Bengal
. “ button, Bengal is entitled to a share in the recurring remission of 3 and half crores 
A* w extcnt of 9 lakhB» 80 fchafc her contribution of 63 lakhs will be reduced to 10 lakhs. v 
a s ,  nowever, Bengal will not be paying any contribution during 1927-28, the actual cost
p . government of India of the permanent remission of 3 and half crores of the 
provincial contributions will amount only to 3*41 crores in 1927-28.

Unfortunately the amount of our surplus is not sufficient to enable as to make a 
wean sweep of all the Provincial contributions. It falls short of the amount required by 
* , crores. It is an interesting coincidence that the deficiency is approximately equal
I ? ™  amount of revenue sacrificed a year ago when the Cotton Excise Duty was remitted. 
WJ ?  ®ore unfortunate is the fact that the permanent remission of 8 and half crores, 
"Oiie w inging welcome relief to every Province, leaves 37 lakhs out of Bombay’s : con- 
sorr l°n ° f 56 lakhs 8tU1 *nli(Fidatea. The Bombay Government's Budget is, t am 
j  0 a very unsatisfactory state, Bombay is faced with a considerable realised
of r i !he working o£ 1^26-27 and is under the shadow of a farther estimated deficit 
to ud’i fu  *n *927-28^ on other than Development transactions, which will be reduced 
of fh  ̂a 8 ^  remission of 19 lakhs of her contribution, this being Bombay’s share 
for h ? ” ftn<£ ka £̂ crores. The Bombay Government have made a very'strong aopeal 
exanr  ̂I? Government of India. It is needless for us to embark upon a critical 
aofc f 'nation of the causes of Bombay's difficulties. Even though we might be inclined 
recocrn*aC<*ai£ ®omkay altogether of responsibility in the matter, we must in fairness 
an in? ' 80 ©listing Devolution Rule 15 regarding the grant to the Provinces of
Bomh6re8£ P^ceeds of Taxes on Incomi which was designed frtr the benefit of 
c l a i m aDc  ̂ Bengal in particular, has altogether failed in its purpose. Any special 
alre™? Bengal might have urged in this connection have been liquidated by the relief 

y accorded; she has been relieved from 1922-23 onwards of the payment, of any 
up annual contribution of 63 lakhs, a gift of the aggregate value of 8*15 crores
Ron.ro ~ ^arch 1927. The only corresponding gift made to Bombay was a special 

reduction of her contribution of 22 lakhs for the year 1925-26 only, 
special «  86 oircaDMtanoes, the Government of India have been convinced that a v*ry 

effort ought to be made in 1927-28 on Bombay's behalf, We are equally convinced
«

Mag
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of the Inexpediency of altering the existing Devolution Rule for the distribution of relief 
among the Provinces in a way which would help Bombay at the expense of other Provin­
ces. Some other solution must be found and the Government of India propose to find it 
by having recourse to the realised surplus of 1926-27. This amounts, as I have already 
stated, to 3*10 crores. After careful consideration, • w e. have decided that the best way 
out of our difficulty will be to use a part of this surplus for the purpose of remitting the 
whole of the remainder of the Provincial contributions for the year 1927-28. This proce­
dure will permit us to meet Bombay’s needs in full measure and enable her to balance her 
Budget for 1927-28 without in-any way infringing'tbe rights or arousing the resentment of 
any of the other Provinces. On the contrary, it will bring them additional and welcome 
relief. It will carry with it relief to all the-ProvinceB from any liability to pay any 
contribution to the Central Government in 1927-28. I may add in order to make the 
story complete, that we propose also to relieve Coorg of her contribution of Rs. 12,000.

These measures will*texbausfc the surplus in the Central Government’s Budget for
1927- 28 and reduce to 1.29 crores the estimated surplus in the revised Budget of 1926-27. 
The proposals bo far made regarding the Provincial 'contributions, while fully meeting 
Bombay’s needs for 1927-28, do nothing to make up to' her for the disappointment of her 
expectations regarding a share in the proceeds of taxes of Inceme under Devolution Rale 
16 in the past year. In order that the Bombay Government may not feel that we are deaf 
to her claims on this account, we propose further that a sum ol 28 lakhs out of the still 
remaining surplus for 1926-27 should be devoted to relieving Bombay of one-baif of her 
contribution of 56 lakhs for the current year. We propose to couple this special conces­
sion with the condition that her Budget for 1927-28 shall show a balance on the right 
side. I am glad to know from the figures of the Bombay Budget presented in the Bombay 
Legislative Council last week, that there is every prospect of this condition being 
satisfied.

There remains a sum of 1*01 crores still left unallocated out of the realised surplus 
of 1926-27. I have already^ observed that the inauguration of the Reserve Bank in
1928- 29 may cause some temporary diminution of the Central Government’s revenue.
It would be undesirable, if we can avoid it to make any special call on the tax-payer for 
the purpose of tiding over temporary Bndget difficulties connected with the financing 
of the new Gold Bullion Standard and Reserve Bank. The Government accordingly 
propose to ntilise the remainder of the realised surplus of 1926-27 as a nest egg either 
for the purpose of relieving the Budgets of 1928-29 and 1929-30 of temporary charges 
incident to the inauguration of the new currency system or for the purpose of increasing 
the strength of the reserves to be banded over to the Reserve Bank as Cover for the note- 
issne or for both purposes, according as circumstances dictate,

- i Revenuo Reserve.
The procedure which we propose is to open a special Deposit Account and pay into - 

it the whole of the realised surplus for 1926-27. In the estimated receipts for 1927-28, 
there would be included-a payment from this Account to revenue of the sum required to 
balance revenue and expenditure in 1027-28, on present figures 1*81 crores. The amount 
finally credited to revenue in 1927-28 would, however  ̂ be not this exact amount but such 
sum as may ultimately prove necessary in order to bridge whatever the final gap may be 
between the expenditure for the year and the ordinary revenue, apart from this assistance 

-from the special reserve. In order that this may be done the Government propose to the 
House, at the time when the Finance Bill is taken into consideration, a special supple­
mentary estimate covering the transfer to the surplus of 1926-27.

I desire to emphasise clearly the fact that the non-recurrent remission of the Provin­
cial contributions must be regarded as definitely temporary, so that if a recurring 
BUTplas is not available a year hence sufficient to enabfe ns to make this remission per­
manent, it will be necessary either to restore the temporarily remitted contributions 
wholly or in part or else to propose fresh taxation.

The House will recognise that even though the Government are formally safeguarded 
against the accusation of counting nnhatched chickens by the provision that the final 
portion of the Provincial contributions is remitted for one year only, they arc dearly 
taking .the risk that if the monsoon of 1927 is specially unfavourable, both the Govern­
ment and the House, and in a* special degree the Finance Member, will be faced next 
year with difficulties which will in a measure be self-imposed.

Our proposals are also open to another objection which I should be the last to 
* minimise. They involve a diversion of the realised surplus of 1926-27 from its proper

application to the reduction or avoidance of debt. The House will, 1 am sure, do me the 
justice of recognising that I have no$ been backward in insisting on the virtues of
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w  debt r«iemption. My defence for this lapse from
I f d ^  ^  the Provinces in respect of 

e n c S n  * V*7 b,fj[F T *1 l 08tify ine a very special effort, and that a
d eb f r ^ m n r  • 1  ", Pl° !eB has enabled ns 10 outdistance onr own fixed programme of
&nd invnlvpPo n iln h® “ !®W yl arB’ 8D? tbat t^e fixed programme remains nnmodified 
in 1927. 1 s 8 “w ™ aDy » °h«rge of 6-12 crores for reduction or avoidance of debt
princinisB in C?n’ 1  tbl?k’ iUBtifiabIy make this concession without denying our 
K l 7 f | 0 T e the advantage for India, economic and social, and the stimu-
Of r i lL u ^ to  t h ^ L n S *  f  the ref° fm8> whioh wil1 flow from ‘he release of 5-45 crores 
t r n e f T w ? .^ !  j ?  ov??'ees for expenditure on those nation-building services which all 

0 "wade of India and of the Reforms have so deeply at heart.
Hnno I* ? e 8l?ouid Dot be unmindful of the fact that so long as Provincial contribu- 
vincial unli(luidated> the occurence of a bad monsoon, which would affect Pro-
Position ! ?  th ? p 0T 8i «  rectly and more severely than Central finances, would make the ' 
Vinws fo?£a^ B ta n « rfal G° Iernment Qata8y one in the face of demands from the Pro- 
1, X n » J W ae* l tom the °? “ tral B udget,-a  state of affairs which will be fundamental- 

' WayB“ I d 906 “ny contributions. From the standpoint of our
OomRkter,eleaM ol the Provincial contributions make less

win find itM ^ d  w  ?* T  t ^ ht exPected< 11  18 improbable that the Provinces 
be reauired lmm8d,ately on heavy additional expenditure, as time will
conccTnldV working out plans and programmes. Indeed, so far as the year 1927-28 is 
and he a™ iLw tle,Pa^  that the surplus of 1926-27 will, in effect, remain in our balances 
which tew P°rf I y It* tbe a,voidance of * b t ,  so that the amount of new money
wm n o T J  w  aSk/ ° r from tbe “ arket. "ben we issue our Rupee Loan in the summer, Pot be increased as a result of these proposals. *
1927.2 ft ml l Um Up %h,Q plans for dealing with the surplus of 1926-27 and
anuriai Tbe.curie?fc year s surplus of 3 1 0  crores will be reduced to 2*82 crores bv the 
This °* 28 fche Bombay Government’s contribution for 1926-27
revised m hLL8!«CT  WlU b® tranaf<l" ed in itB Pfttirety to a special reserve so that the 
The nP! f  “ at , £ the, cnrr*nt0year wln not exhibit either a revenue surplus or a deficit, 
estimated a t f f i?  B“rp 08 o£ 3‘®4 orore.8 will be supplemented by such sum, at present 
ordM ’ ?8 ^ aybe required to be transferred from the special reserve in
The o r S i  tahi S S & f t . * the yf ar m 7 ’28 may alB0 8how E ither a deficit nor a surplus. 
l-0 l c r o r « ^ i i? ^  v f  -8^ Clai  reServe at the ° losedf 1927'28. »t present estimated at 
cion of t la  nTi  r^i.1 ̂ ?Pnf °  hand ,aB a nest’ egg for use in connection with the inaugura- of the new Gold Bullion Standard and Re serve Bank,

Concluding the Finance Member said :—
the ? ° dge£8 f*jd beteie the Second A8s«“>hly was not only balanced at
of revenue ov f  ™ H - f n k n t^  pre8en.ted ‘“d,a with ^appreciable realised surplus 
1-4 J r  mannd in s f ^b® n®c.e8Blly o{ reducing the salt tax from Rs. 2-8 to Rs.
Brov^ncSrc™t.rihnMnr.«d8 Th£ P°BtP°?ed the beginning of the remission of the
uocerta^nti^ nf R«ii*Bv‘ J  ‘  Bn?get. l  for 1925’26 and 1926'27. relieved finally of the Ra,1way Finance by the separation of the Railway Budget from the
crores * rf d“c*i.on *? the Provincial contributions amounting to 3.75
crores tX l  Rudget contribution be included, a reduction from 9.83 crores by 4.88 
■ * ^ r f f r ,r , n6 | f ro” ‘ Tto  ■ * » * » ,  the Budget for 1926-27 signalised the demise of ihe 
Proposaig ft,. ?.o££hn ®*CIB0 Duty. In the first Budget, this new Assembly has before it
of the Provincial “ n ^ b u t S  ’ “  f !  mte "  f“r “  the year 1927*28 is ooncerned,
fi^ancia^wnrVfc a* gJfafe 8fcroke of 80od fortune for myself and a happy augury for the ' 
ReformJiJ £  uf the new AB8eD0bly tba* it* first Budget should be the first since the 
Paver t?  w . b °®r revenues are independent of assistance from the provincial tax^ 
ft ini lint * ver Bm0e the Reforms were inaugurated the Provincial contributions have been 
ifcentR r t ro?lld ’̂be n.ec^ i^th °t the Central Government and of the Provincial Govern- 
^beir n ,.ndla P°i8oning their mutual relations and hampering their every action, 
ftftd th <*nall^ r even more than their amount* has strained the resources of the .giver 
who hL  pa.tience oi tbe recipient. They have brought curses, not blessings, both to him 
this incubus &Bd t0 bim who ha8 u ken‘ Tho year 19a7*28 wts India free from

r e lv ii i 8̂ *riJe fcbat fi®al and complete freedom has still to be won and that we are still 
teforp °n ®nd8®t of 1926-29 to consolidate the ground now.occupied. The year
Brovin0,8 h® d°voted to a further and final effort to this end. But meanwhile the
m g  fcX^ai Governments will have at their immediate disposal largi additional resources 

oftu tnm  confidently to the work of framing project* for the ftdvftnoement of the

ififlf
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well-being of their citizens. Governments and, in particular, Finance Departments, and 
even Finance Members, are often taunted with being heartless and inhuman, and it is 
doubtless difficult and occasionally dangerous, to wax sentimental over figures. There is 
nothing to capture the imagination or stir the emotions in the figure of 6.46 crores. But 
what romance lies behind this figure when it is translated into spending capacity in the 
hands of the Ministers in the Provinces ] It is always wise, when discussing figures and 
accounts, to remember that money represents nothing more than a power to command 
goods and services. The progiamme of educational expenditure m the territories directly 
administered by the Government of India, to which I referred earlier in my speech, 
involves over a period of 6 years a total expenditure recurring and non-recurring, of 68 
lakhs. In addition to improved accommodation and a higher standard of teaching for 
hundreds of existing schools and thousands of existing scholars, these 68 lakhs represent 
something like 600 new schools and 30,000 children brought within reach, for the first 
time, of the privileges of education year by year. What will 6-46 crores a year, trans­
figured into goods and services, available year-by year in the hands of the Provincial 
Governments, mean in the promotion of human happiness, in the prevention of preventa­
ble diet see and ignorance, in the widening of the opportunities for a good life for many 
crores of the people of India 1 It is in the belief that by the acceptance of this Budget. 
Members of this House have it in their power to promote the health and happiness of 
millions of the masses of India that I  commend the Government's proposals to the House 
and to the country

C i v i l  A v i a t i o n  G r a n t  P a s s e d .
There was a fair attendance on the next day the 2ND MARCH, when the House met 

with an important motion, being a Supplementary demand of Rupees ten lakhs for Civil 
Aviation. Sir B, N. Mitra made a long speech in commending the motion. He said that the 
money now asked for was really for acquisition of land for a future air harbour. The Stand­
ing Finance Committee had agreed to this subject to the question of policy being accepted 
by the Assembly. The essence of the policy was to ensure that India shall have an 
effective voice m  the conditions on which contracts are given for services touching her 
shoies and that opportunities were afforded for the investment of Indian capital and for 
training and employment of Indian pilots and personnel. From the questions put in this 
House, it was evident that members were taking great interest in the question of avia­
tion. The Assembly itself ever since its establishment in 1H21 has been voting money 
year alter ytar tor expenditure on measures which received the approval of the Standing 
F inance Committee. Aeroplane tiansport services were started in various parts of the 
world mostly in 1920 ana since then Europe had about eighteen thousand miles of air lines 
in place ot six thousand miles, America about eight thousand miles in place of 2,800, 
Africa 3,600 in place ot 900 and Australia and Asia where there were no air lines in  
1920 had 3,3C0 and 1,300 miles respectively. An important advantage of aerial over 
surface transport was speed. To the businessman, time was money and economy of time 
was of great advantage in regard to goods traffic. Aerial transport bad other advantages 
over surlace transport. Carriage of goods by air had several important advantages, 

^particularly in the case of transit between different countries. After explaining the 
growth in air services in Great Britain under which the number of passengers and quantity 
oi goods carried had increased, Sir B. N . Mitia said that in Australia the air services 
were now a useful and important feature of regular transport system. Japan too had 
taken up an elaborate programme of development of civil aviation which would take 20 
years to complete. Aeroplanes had been used in certain countries for administrative 
purposes such as forest fire protection, survey of tracts, anti-malarial operations, ambu­
lance and medical duties etc. It was, therefore, undesirable that India should lag behind 
other countries. Imbued with a spirit of progress India which was a continent even 
more largely benefitted than most other countries by the development of her air transport. 
As a matter of fact Burma Government was already making use of air service for the 
survey pf about 1,400 miles of forest and Creek country in the irawadi delta. With the 
development of air services between England and India, the transit between the two 
countries would take only five or six days, that bet we* n Bombay and Calcutta less than 
12 hours, of Delhi Calcutta and Bombay within niue hours, Madras in a straight route 
wouia be a little more than 12  hours* journey ana if night flying develops Rangoon would 
be reached within 24 hours,
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ProceediDg, Sir Bhoprndranath Mitra said that however poor India might be, sha 

could noi wholly overlook ihr fo»ed for ihe tirvrlopmmt. of her aerial transport. Unless 
India took, an active inteirst in this matter, there was the real oanger of this transport 
paBbing into the hands of foreign caf itaiihts to wh m India could not refuse the right- of 
night over her territory under terms of international Air Convention. He corrected the 
impression created by Dewan C ha man la] that the policy was to help England's supposed 
military adventures in the Far East, In the Budget of 1927-28 they had provided for 
the expenditure of about Us, 4 lakhs of which 'only Bs. 70,U00 was recurring and the 
balance was non-recarring.

Concluding Sir B. N. Mitra explained the details of the scheme as already published 
and paid the air harbour at Karachi was being constructed with financial, assistance from 
British Government and i t  was only proper that the Government of India should later 
on take over the harbour by paying back to the British Government the money they a&e 
.spending on it. Apart from four main air harbours at Karachi, Bombay, Calcutta and 

f  Rangoon, it will be necessary gradually to provide a chain of aerodromes across the 
main air routes. With the approval of the S. F . Ot A. a sura of Rs. 1 and a half lakhs 

| nas been entered in the budget for 1927-28 to meet expenditure on the acquisition of land 
mr intermediate aerodromes on the main ronte from Karachi to Calcutta and Rangoon.
An additional reason for incurring this expenditure at an early date was to enable the 
Government of India to exercise some control on the route adopted by foreign aircraft 
in their flights across India. This foreign aircraft has nothing to do with the Imperial 
Airways Company nor is it engaged on commercial Rights, there being as yet no com­
mercial air route traversing India. It is engaged on what is known as experimental, 
world flights. 1  ̂ *
.... After some discussion the Assembly passed the demand of Rs. 10 lakhs and adjourned 
tiu  the next day when the Budget was discussed.

G e n e r a l  D i s c u s s i o n  of  t h e  B u d g e t *
On the 3RD MARCH, the House re-assembling, Mr. Rangaswami IYENGAR, General 

secretary, Congress Party initiated the general discussion on the budget, Mr. 
yengar said* that the budget had left him in a depressed state in spite of the 
mance Member's sound financial methods. The House had repeatedly failed in its 

attempt to exercise its power on account of certifications. The Government, instead 
t enhancing their powers, was curtailing them. He complained specially of a large 
umber of votable items which the Government had made non-votable such as passage v 

money, travelling allowances and pensions of officials. Why should the Assembly 
oe considered incompetent to deal with questions of the carpet in the Government House 
3  ~'^hfcta and state carriages and motors of the Governor-General ? It was quite

cur that the Government did not trust this House. The Government had thus been 
going on crippling the powers of the legislature both here and in the provinces. It 
was a travesty of truth to say that this Assembly had the power to conduce to the 
happiness of the masses.

As for the main budget, he said the tale of realised surpluses was that of over- 
stimating of expenditure and under-estimating of revenue, a tale which Mr, Gokbale 
8a the first to raise in  the Imperial Legislative Council, the defect of which had Rover . 

rectified. The Finanoe Member should have, instead- of starting his provincial 
DroteL*anc* *nd debt redemption scheme, given relief to the tax-payer. Then again he 
ind n t  against the proposed abolition of export duty on hides. His province had the
t  k hides and skins alone to boast of and the present protection was thus proposed 
AssocLtioif^^raWn* had received a protest from the Hides and Skins Merchants*

Bounced said c<The Finance Member, when presenting the Budget, an-
positio Y1*® no  ̂ jubilation amidst cheers from treasury benches that he was in a 
I w is h f i i  ° .P*aco before this House a surplus budget for the fourth year in succession*

* a*?o hnd felt as joyful as my friends opposite on this occasion and had 
ttv  ri tif ? portion to  swell the chorus of congratulations to the Finance Member, But 
Bud i® that I cannot help feeling that although we have had the fourth surplus
whioh1 LU 8BCCe8Si°n did not have it without resorting to a large increase in taxation 
excli ' 6 Finance Member has been able to conceal through his manipulation of
Ra ^*hing figures t .n  1924-25 we find the net expenditure in the year was
amnn *LiCrqrea ,whi°h at tho gold rate of Is. 2—9-1 fid. ruling on 1st March of the year 
jw u g te a  to A 30 millions* expenditure budgeted for 192T-28 is 125 crows os
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7 crores less than in  1924-25, so far as rupee figures go, but expressed in terms of gold 
this 125 crores at the exchange rate of Is, fid. comes to £98 millions which means we 
shall be spending in 1927-28 £13 millions more than we spent in 1924-25. Sir, to 
quote the Finance Member himself, money represents nothing more than power to 
command goods and services fcnd that being so he cannot deny that he has already in 
the years 1925-26 and 1926>27 exacted from the taxpayer about £  30 millions more than 
what he got in 1924-25 and by the end of 1927-28 he will have added another £  13 mil­
lions to this exaction. In other words, in the triennium 1925-26 to 1927-28  he will 
have taken from the country about 43 millions or Rs. 64 and half crores more than he took 
in  the year 1924-25, The real surplus in 1927-28, if expenditure were kept at the 
level of 1924-25 should have been about £13 millions or about Rs, 20 crores, which in 
the Budget presented to the House is only Bs.~3*64 crores. I t  did not require any 
great skill to present a fourth successive surplus budget with enormously concealed 
increased taxation and I do not know whether the Finance Member should claim any 
credit for it. It speaks volumes for the present unsatisfactory state of things that by 
means of manipulations the Finance Member has been able to exact such huge amounts 
as taxation without the knowledge and consent of the Assembly.

Sir Victor BABOON’S speech on the budget discussion was important as it dealt 
with a statement on the effects of lab.' 4d, rupee as he did in the Railway budget 
and was restricted to that subject « during the short time at his disposal. Before 
doing so, he referred to the remark of the Finance Member in reference to the amount 
of revenue he has foregone by remission of the cotton excise duty. Sir Victor 
said :—“I sensed a note of disappointment in that the mill industry has not expressed, 
shall I say sufficient, lively spirit of gratitude for the relief afforded to it and I do feel 
that some explanation is due to the house for any such lapse. It may be that any lack 
of warmth is due to the fact that though the remission of duty relieved us of 3 and 
half per cent of the cost of our product, the exchange policy of the Government has 
penalised us to-day by over 6 and half per cent. In other words we have been given 
what is known as an Irishman’s rise. I wonder whether if to-day it were announced 
that the leader of the house were to be given an increase of salary of Rs. 600 
p. m. provided that he paid Rs. 1,000 a month more for a comfortable residence leased 
to him by a beneficent Government, 1 wonder whether we should see tears of, joy coursing 
down his cheeks ? 1 doubt it and that must be my excuse for any lack of warmth in 
the expression of gratitude on the part of mill industry.

Now, let me tnrn to the statement. As to para 2, I will content myself with 
saying that as fall in the cost of living has been negligible during rise from lsh. 4d, gold 
to lsh . 6d. gold 1  see no reason to anticipate readjustment of an adjustment to a ratio 
which has never taken place. In para 3 (a) 1 accept the statement that there will be 
an extra expenditure of rupees necessary for sterling obligations, but I cannot accept 
the estimate in 2, (b) of a 7 and a half per cent increase in the costs of local produce. 
Experience has shown them that prices have not adjusted themselves in the aggregate 
except to a trifling degree to the 1*6 ratio and so I would suggest dividing the estimate 
by about i  and allowing say Be. 30 lakhs instead of Rs. 112 lakhs. I now pass to 
4 (c), Here the author of the statement trots out the bogey of general dislocation of 
trade whose parents are the two bogeys called sudden rise in prices and financial effects 
of a sudden drop in exchange or the Sir Basil Blackett bogey. I have previously shown 
the house how little the ccst of living has dropped through rise in exchange and how 
listle it, therefore, is likely to rise through proposed exchange readjustment. That d e ­
poses of the bogey of high prices as far as the consumer is concerned, Now fo* the 
w>gey that a sudden drop of 2d. to lsh, 4d, would cause an acute crisis, 1 ask how ? 
To-day importers have, I have been creditably assured, covered all their forward com­
mitments. They have learnt the lesson of sot trusting Government assurances and .are 
now not gambling in exchange. A drop in exchange., therefore, would on the contrary, 
engender confidence in a body of merchants who have been having a ^ery thin time 
during the last few years and by stimulating business offer an opportunity to the large 
class of unemployed clerks of finding new situations and thus be i*t a position to earn 
their daily bread once again, I therefore see no reason for estimating a deficit of crore 
jn returns due to dislocation of trade. On Messrs. Hardy and Tottenham ® minute, one 
Seed not waste time. If we take Mr, McWatters* note to the ^Currency Commission, we 
find the estimated gain to customs through a return to lsh . 4d. rupee as being Rs, 262 
lakhs. He assumes admittedly no diminution of imports. The authors of the joint 
memorandum, Messrs. Hardy and Tottenham give what d o n a t io n  they consider will 
ensue and by this means turn Mr. McWatters’ profit $$ He. 262 lakhs into a loss, a 
difference of p §  lakhs, I will only say that if the e&ect of a 11 per cent rise in
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h8d deli bel;ateIy brought about by their recent series of outrage 
b « n l L b i r T «  ?“d the spirit in which the Transferred Dep rtments had 
out of i ^ d ±  !ft e fir6t t“ mo£ the Reformed Conncil when the Swarajists were 
s u i e i ^  u  constitution could not be worked at ail to any purpose. It had been
reeponsibilitv responsibility. He did not know what
consent nf fiT n d i °  a Mlb,s to  who could not move an inch without the
Lorfl RirlenLsH? m nnuthetFinan.C8 r,c'partmenfc or the Secretary of his Department, 
of wenrm would nofc condescend to tell them bow far he could meet their idea
u n w n K b l ? ° ^ T enfc l £ey IJC,formed impossible feat of working of the 
bad t n J ? T ?n Th?  k“ow and tha Secretary of State knew that dyarchy

at P ° «  of bayonet, he would compel them to work. As 
• ODDoqp fMa l m f 1 a  Peo| le they could not but protest against and

mi8ht or might not lead to any definite
that mnnfoi>° lmmedlate fnture, but at the present stage of their national struggle, **- 
t h ^ a Qnt& l6y ^ aB. far m,ore imPorfcant than any positive result? to be expected. To 
frontGfV,Ierni^Cnt^hI  «Wdn¥ . 8ay *hat even iE by taking advantage of their disunited 
i l f l P  m ™Qed*d jaJ R ® 3? fcholr obi"ct »  time, the spirit of resistance in the 
the q tf «  ̂ pD a. *nd J H * *  nofc be broken and would go gathering strength under

8tabbornnc8S tiU eooner ° r iater it could compel justice and

that MiF BR> « ;® n fs te r f said that he had not changed his views
and f)farCb? Y fB unworkable, but dyarchy was an existing constitution
d i L E l *  8l ° ?  l r 0rk l̂ i0TA hQ benefit 0f tbe Pe°P;iei When he was a Minister, he had 
b a e t w  * fK 6 ly Government but also outside. If the Ministers had the
of the d e f e c t ? o f ' S  7  W° U **'* Rchic?cd m° re g90d 10 tbe C0Dntry in 5Pite }

GUPTA, Swarajist leader, said that the Governor was illogical in asking 
of to- .? 0PPort dyarohy before making a better constitution. Nowhere the salary 
wnn M wm36^ fl Wu-8 br°?ghJ °"fe witbout letfcmB tbe People know who the Ministers 
of «?* a 9* T-h% °bject i?rf. the Government was to kill opposition and organisation 
onr.iht - Swara3 Par,y# . Whate?er m,ght be the result of the motion, the spirit of 
opposition and organisation would nofc be killed even if dyarchy was resuscitated.

i f  »w“ l Rarfcy 8 “ otion ^fusing the entire sum on account of Ministers’ salaries 
was i08t by 94 votes to 38. The Hon. Mr. Moberley’s demand for Rs. 24,775 on account 

wo Ministers salaries was thus carried. The Council was then prorogued sine die.

T h e  B u d g e t  f o r  1 9 2 7 - 2 8 .
l n .Tbe Budget Session of the Bengal Council commenced on the 21ST FEBRURY 
dint.in!?'0dU? Dg budget, the Finance Member said that with the disappearance of the 
enr J 1Dg *actorB an<* better insight into the working of the departments, we have now 
got down to a more normal basis and as the result of that we have found ourselves in a
avo ? 1 J?°B3tl0n 1°  defc“ e .more accurately our true financial condition and the amount 
t*vaiiable for schemes involving “ new ” expenditure.
u*. fl̂ fcer stating the figures for receipts and expenditure, the Finance Member touched 
j y PP the main items of expenditure. He said : We continue the special grant for 

provements in our Government estates as well as the expenditure on the colonisation 
fa^eD3i i ! n 8underbans. Excise expenditure showe little variation. The estimate is in 
r below the budget provision for the current year. We have had a good increase in \ 

snue from our forests. Provisior has been made for charges on account of the Damodar 
project-, flushing of Bhairrab Inseerpur sub-division of Nadia, improvement of 

a rP Murshidabad, measures of protection in Qhatal sub-divison and opera- i 
i 9? s Madaripnr Bhil route, The oii.’y new proposal of any magnitude is the Bakrcswar 

rigayon project in tbe district of Birbbum. This will irrigate about 10,000 acres of 
i a<3/  The most important new item in the Jail Budget is tbe scheme for a Borstal 

stitution. The idea is to convert tbe Jail at Bankura into a Borstal institution and to 
P ovide a Sub-Jail at this place for ordinary jail administration. Until tbe Borstal 

ct is brought into force, it is intended to conctutrate all persons between the ages of 
and 21 with comparatively long sentences IP this institution. The police budget is 

GHie what higher than the revised estimate for the ipurrent year.
. The main new items of expenditure centre round better equipment of the force, 

elusive of better and more adequate housing conditions, There is also a proposal to 
leng then  the striking strength of the Calcutta Police fo. ee by the creat jon of an additional



company of armed police. We intend also to commence work on construction of our 
own buildings to house married officers and servants whom we now have to accommodate 
in hired buildings at considerable expenditure to the Government, Education came in 
for a very substantial share on money allocated for new expenditure. The chief .item is 
further instalment of subventions towards improving the remuneration of primary school 
teachers. A large amount has also been set apart for the introduction of a scheme of 
agricultural education in middle English and High English schools. We have provided 
for the appointment of a professor of Islamic studies and culture in the post graduate 
department of the Calcutta University and have agreed to provide funds necessary for 
the construct ion of a Muslim Hail at the Dacca University. In the Medical Department, 
the proposed expenditure is about a lakh less than that estimated as charges of the 
department for "the current year. Public Health which we increased largely last j ear 
also shows a lower expenditure in 1927-28. In agriculture, we propose ta add an 
additional expert officer to the department in the shape of an Agricultural Engineer and 
certain expenditure will be necessary under this head in connection with the scheme for 
agricultural education in middle English and high schools.

In the department of Industries, it is intended to add new buildings to the Scrampore 
Weaving School. It is. now proposed to erect new buildiDgs for the school and to 
augment progressively in the next three years the giant placed at the disposal of the 
Director of Industries fer grants-in-aid in such institutions.

Grant for new Council Chamber.
After the presentation of the budget, Mr, B. Chakravarti, Minister, moved that the 

proposed new Legislative Council building should be entirely stone-faced at the cost of 
R3. 33,77,000 instead of a brick building at the estimated cort of Rb. 25,50,000.

Tbe motion was opposed by the nu-rcbers of all parties. The Fiiianc,.* Memb°r said 
that they had already sanctioned for this purpose Rs. 25 lakhs and they wanted Rs. 8 
lakhs more. Mr.. S. C. Bose, in opposing, said that they wanted a stone building to meet 
the arrows of conscience. Sir Abdnr Rahim was surprised how the Minister could bring 
such a proposal. In  Delhi the amount of money they were wasting in stone was 
simply enormous, Bengal was too poor to have that luxury, Mr, J. L. Banerjee said 
that tbe Council Chamber with stone outside and brick within would be like the Reform 
scheme so stately outside and so hollow and rotten within. This Council was 
ushered into existence with much pomp but under pressure of the rules and the 
President's rulings, it was going to be shorn practically of all its glory.

The motion was negatived by an overwhelming majority. The Council then adjourned.
Next day, the 22ND FEBRUARY, the first resolution that was moved urged the 

making of provision for tbe third Minister who was to be a Mahomedan and it was nega­
tived, 29 voting for and 72 against it.

Release of Bengal Detenues.
The next resolution urged the immediate release of Bengal detenues restrained either 

under Regulation III or under the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, It was moved 
, by Mr. K. Cbatterjec (Swarajist). The mover had not concluded his speech when 

the time fixed for discussing tbe adjournment motion regarding the shooting at Kharagpur 
arrived and the Council at once proceeded to discuss the adjournment motion.

Adjournment Motion on Kharagpur Strike.
Dr, B. HI ROY moved an adjournment motion to discuss the firing on the Bengal- 

Nagpur Railway employees and strikers at Kharagpur on the 11th February. He said ' 
his object in bringing the motion was to make £wo points clear. The first was the 
statement made by Sir Charles Innes in the Assembly that no more violence was us£d than 
was necessary. The public would not be satisfied with that statement, unless it was 
tested by a mixed committee of enquiry. It was not denied that violence was need and 
the question was whether the Magistrate wae justified in calling out the Auxiliary Force, 
the members of which were men with whom, workers and strikers had already been at 
variance.

pabu Akhil Cbunder DUTTA sakj that this was a dispute between black labour and 
whit© capital and the Government threw its weight on the side of capitalism, This fight 
was part of a higher fight for the freedom of tbe country.

Tbe Hon’ble Mr. MOBERLY, in replying, said that they had been told that workmen 
got entirely out of control of tbeiv leaders on tbe night of llfch February. There was a 
meeting tbatn iuht at 7 p.m, and at about 9-30 p,ra, a large number of men variously 
estimated at between 500 and 1,000 rushed to the station* They attacked the signal cabins
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at each end and the people there ran away and were in possession of the station. The 
District Magistrate who was at Kharagpur immediately sent for armed police and went to 
the station with the Police Superintendent and some railway officers and tried to clear the 
platform. They got the crowd to move down. The men then commenced to stone the 
officials and police officers retreated to the station. Realising that the situation was 
beyond the power of 80 or 40 armed police, the District Magistrate called out the 
Auxiliary Force which airived at about 10-30 p. m, ■ Continuing, he said that after the 
arrival of the Auxiliary Force they were asked to clekr that part of the platform where the 
Puri Express was held up. According to regulation, the Auxiliary Force fixed bayonets 
to their rifles. The Auxiliary Force was received with a shower of brickbatB and the 
people lay down in front of the Puri Express an i  considerable difficulty was experienced 
in getting them to move.

The best method of dealing with a crowd which was stoning was to get as close to-, 
it as possible and that was what they did. The casulaties found in the hospital numbered 
ten, seven slightly and three or four seriously injured. Apparently what happened was 
that as the Auxiliary Force were moving the crowd, they pricked them with their bayonets. 
There was a '** dip-end ” and apparently some of the crowd and members of the Auxiliary 
Force fell over, which might account for some of the injuries. There was no proper 
bayonet charge.

Dr. Roy :—So the Hon1 bio Member is prepared to deny that Auxiliary Force bad 
anything to do with shooting ?

Mr. Moberly I absolutely and emphatically deny that. Continuing, he said the 
Auxiliary Force was armed with ball cartridges. There was one case of gunshot caused 
by buckshot with which the armed Police were armed. He bad a letter from the 
Colonel Commanding the B; N. Railway Regiment to the effect that on the night of 1 1 th 
February the Regiment did not fire any shot and that ammunition and jifies were checked 
a n d w eiea ll found to bo correct. Continuing, Mr, Moberly said the Assistant Police 
Superintendent came back with a section of the armed police. He found a number of 
men stoning a small picket of Bix or seven constables.

He tried to move the crowd back to bazar. The crowd fell back as far as the 
entrance to the bazar and from there they stoned the police. A number of policemen as 
also the District Police Superintendent and the Assistant Police Superintendent were 
injured, Mr. Cook, Assistant Police Superintendent, repeatedly warned the crowd that 
if they continued to advance he would have to fire. The men did not obey and Mr. Cook 
issued order to two constables to fire a round each which they did. that time there was 
no Auxiliary Force in the neighbourhood.

Subsequently, a section of the Auxiliary Force came up and reinforced the police 
and a little later the District Magistrate came there. After the firing took place, the 
crowd retreated behind a corner and again threw stouts.

.  0 matter was talked out for two and a half hours, the time allotted for discussion
the motion, after which the Council rose for the day.

R e l e a s e  o f  B e n g a l  D e t e n u e s .
Next day, the 2SRD FEBRUARY, after interpellation, Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri 

moved a motion for adjournment of the House for the purpose of discussing a matter bf 
urgent public importance, namely, the recent hunger strike of the Bengal detqpues at the 
ln 8em Jail, Burma. The President fixed 5 o’olok in the afternoon, for the discussion of the 
motion. But subsequently Rai Harendranath Chaudhori withdrew his motion in order , 
o allow the discussion of the resolution for their release to continue.

There was a long debate in reply to which Mr, MOBERLY, Home Member, ' 
referred to the recent speech of the Viceroy in which His Excellency stated that the ; 
Government were prepared to release them the moment they were satisfied that 

fcir release would not defeat the prevention of terrorist outrages and said that although 
t was obvious that information about secret organisation could be obtained only from 

persons who were or had been members of that, organisation, whether they were deteiiues 
or at large, he most emphatically denial that any agents provacateurs had ever been 
employed by the Police in Bengal. Apart from the immorality of the course, the terrorist 
conspiracy was far too serious a matter to be trifled with and the object of the Govern- 
WjW was to reclaim those who had leanings in that direction, not to add to their number, 
Ahe Government never attempted to toko action against every ono whom they knew to 
oe connected with the conspiracy. Nor did they claim to know everyone who was con- 
uected with it. They did deal with those whom they knew to be leaders and with the 
most dangerous of members and they did claim to have disorganised the conspiracy to
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a very great extent. Evidence of this fact was furnished by the lull which followed 
the action taken immediately on the promulgation of the Ordinance as compared with 
the succession of outrages duriDg the preceding 18 months. Berne of those who were not 
arrested, however, soon began to organise again and the result of their activities was 
brought to light in the finds of arms and explosives at Dakshineswar and in Calcutta. 
The personb who were convicted in the Dakshineswar case were responsible for the brutal 
murder of Bai Bahadur Bhupendranath Chatterjee in the Alipoie Jail. The find of 
materials for the manufacture of explosives in Dorojcr and Howrah last July, the find 
of loaded bombs in Chittagong last August and the find of revolvers and bombs ready 
for loading in Calcuttta last month were outward signs that a conspiracy still existed 
and was still widespread.

Mr. Moberly read extracts from the following among other documents which had 
been recently seized showing the mentality Of the members of the terrorist organisation. 
The first was from a letter which was found in a house search in Janury and reads :—
“ Eon-co-operation will not produce any good result now’-a-days. The present condition 
of the country is not fit for that movement.' The era that is coming is an era of bloodshed. 
That era is the most terrible and you are the heroes of that age. Perhaps, you can 
remain idle at the present moment; but a time will come when no one would be able to 
remain inactive. Therefore, I say, prepare yourselves for that time. The day is near at 
band. Acquire strength in your body, rid your mind of fear and awake enough force 
within you. If freedom is ever achieved in India, it w ill come through bloodshed alone. 
India can nevtr be independent without bloodshed. Why India alone, all dependent 
nations and countries have become independent through the path of blood. Terror 
must be instilled into the minds of the people. They will have to be shown that tlic 
Bengalis know how to die for their country and lo shed blood for it. When this fact 
can be driven into the bones of the people, the country will blaze up in flames, such flames 
as none can extinguish.”

The second extract was from a statem ent made by a person arrested under the 
Criminal Law Amendment Act within the last few weeks. t€ It is absolutely neces­
sary that ‘ rebellious sp irit1 should be fostered in youngmen and they should be 
encouraged to take part in violence. The Government would take drastic step?, 
but they should court extreme measures of the Government to create anarchy and chaos 
in  the country. We thought of murdering a few informers and active C. I, D. officers; 
but that was not our ultimate aim. We were preparing the revolutionaries to take part 
in a general rising by guerilla warfare. We conspired for a simultaneous rising in all 
districts when the revolutionaries would attack the police lines, capture their guns, bqrn 
some police thanas and jails. We know that the Government would post the m ilitw y, 
oppress the innocent’, and bang many men and eventually crush the movement, but wnli 
we ventured to bring it upon the country as the people would get some precedent to take 
part in this in future. Men become more bold by failures and oppressions and we wanted 
to create our atmosphere when people would be killed by hundreds. We wanted to see 1 
the blood of our countrymen flowing by torrents. Secret organisations bave been formed 
in every district, in many sub-divisions and in the villages. There is a Central Com­
mittee in Calcutta which guides these district organisations and supplies them with 
books aud arms. All the revolutionaiies are taught these blood-thirsty idea, their utter 
helplessness, the futility of open organisation aud about their extinction if they do not 
rise up immediately.11

The third extiact was taken from the report by a European Police Officer of a 
conversation with another terrorist who was arrested at about the same time last month. 
“His sole regret was that he had not had an opportunity of killing some police officer 
so that he might have sacrificed his own life for the good of the country. Ho would 
have considered it an honour to go to the scaffold. He realised that it was impossible 
to drive the British cut of the country ; nor was he anxious that they should bo 
driven out until ibe country was ready to m le  itself and life cuuld be put into the 
lifeless bodies of the Indians. This metamorphosis could only be brought about by 
creating a ‘ 'rebellious11 spirit in the country, and this rebellious, spirit cpuld only be 
cultivated by martyrdom such as that of Kanai Lai and Gopi Shaba. Their deaths, 
he said, in  each case resulted in an amazing impetus to the revolutionary movement. 
If he bad bad a bomb in bis possession in the jail he would quite cheerfully have 
thrown it at me, not as an Englishman with whom he bad no quarrel but as an 
official and a police officer. He warned me that there were numbers of others to take 
up the work where he had left off.”

Mr. Moberly would ask the members of the Council if they considered that the 
{a c ts  which he had set forth were snob as would justify the Government ia  coming
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to the conclusion that the conspiracy had been so far suppressed, that it would be 
impossible for the former leaders to revive it in a dangerous form even if they so 
desired. He thought there could only be one answer. The conspiracy was there; 
the materials were there and though it  had still not fully recovered from its 
disorganisation, recruitment and organisation were steadily going on. With the old 
leaders back again it could, if they wished, speedily be revived in its rao3t/dangerous form,

Mr, Moberly next came to the second point in the Viceroy’s speech which restated 
exactly what has always been the policy of the Governmsat, namely, t&at the latt t  did 
not desire to keep any person ander restraint a moment longer thepi they could h elp ; 
but before they released him, they must be satisfied that there was noj longer any danger 
that he would employ his freedom in taking part in the terrorist mpvemcnt and it was 
here that he would appeal to the members of the Council to help the Government to mov .̂ 
rapidly in the direction of releasing political prisoners than had hitherto been possible 
by creating an atmosphere in which it would be safe to release them*. What he urged 
was that leaders of public opinion and the press should unreservedly condemn the method* 
of terrorism, the cult of the revolver and bomb murder and dacoity even though the 
object.be political. He did not ask that the patriotism and enthusiasm oi these men 
should be belittled ; but he did ask th^se whose convictions would* permit them to do so 
to stress the fact that in employing methods of terrorism these men j were misguided and 
were misapplying their talents, that far from advancing the cause o{ their country they 
were retarding it,

Hq knew that there were some who believed that the pronouncement of advance 
which was made in 1917 was extorted by the success of a former, terrorist conspiracy. 
This was abundantly clear from the writings of old Tevolutionarifes. Such persons may 
believe that no further advance would be secured except by similar methods ; but he did 
not think that they can complain if the Gov rnment take measures! to counter the methods 
which they advocated. All Governments ware bound to accept and.meet the challenge 
of violent coercion.

Referring to the charges which had been made in the prtesa that the treatment of 
these men in jail had led to general deterioration of their health, Mr. Moberly said 
that although the Government regretted the necessity for detaining persons in jail and 
fully realised that such detention was not an ideal condition for health, it was anxiously 
watched by medical officers and eyerything possible was done to treat them if they fell ill.

Mr. Moberly concluded :—“ The situation in Bengal is not yet such that leaders can 
be released again to take their places at the head of the terrorist conspiracy which is far 
from extinct. The prospects of expediting relaxation of restraint will be very greatly 
improved if young men who organise and join the terrorist groups can be made to feel that 
the public condemn their policy and that they arc hindering rather than helping advance­
ment of their country and I would once more appeal m̂ sfc earnestly to leaders of public 
opinion to create an atmosphere hostile to terrorism so tha-s releases can be made more 
rapidly and safely.”

Details of the Debate,
One noticeable feature in the discussion of the resolution on the release of ddennea 

was that except Mr. Moberly no one opposed it. All non-official Indians supported the 
motion. The two Ministers did not vote. Supporting the motion, the Swarajists said that 
the arrest of political leaders was a move against the Swaraj Party. Mr. Akhil Datta 
challenged Mr. Mobcrly's statement that the revolutionary parly still existed and said |  
that the Government brought them into existence. Nationalist leaders, Maharaja Natore 
and R aj\ of Nashipur, supported the motion as they did not believe in the existence of an 
organised revolutionary party.

Sir Abdur Rahim, leader of the Moslem Party, while admitting the necessity of a 
special remedy in special circumstances, was opposed to indefinite detention without trial 
and asked his followers to obey the resolution passed by the. All-India Moslem League 
at Delhi.

Mr. J. 1VT. Sen Gupta described the plea taken th&t witnesses would be in danger in 
caao of a public trial as false and cited several eases vhere Indian witnesses deposed* 
against political accused, If terrorism still existed 31 said by Mr. Moberly, then the 
persons under detention had nothing to do with it. As regards Mr. Mobrrly’s suggestion.
0 create public opinion against terrorism, Mr. Sen Gnat* said that the National Congress 

was pledged against violence and the late Mr. C. R. DM issued a manifesto asking all 
to shun violence.

Mr, 8 . C. Bose said that Mr. Moberly’s speech was libellous. Rickleefc charges had been 
made on the basis of police informers of a questionable character without allowing the



detenus to refuse those charges. To ask the Council to believe those vague charges on 
such flimsy basis was an insult to the intelligence of the House. He referred to the 
petition made by two detenus to the Secretary of State bringing ~ s  charge* agodnt 

'th e  authorities in India and praying for an impartial enquiry. The Government had 
not the boldness to meet those charges nor the courage to appoint a committee!if 
He characterised the letters relied on by Moberly as forged and tainted like those pro-

AXlCeclosure being moved, the resolution was put to vote without flow in g  ^ r\ ^ be^  j 
and the mover of the resolution the right to reply. After the President declared the 
motion carried, #> . Sen Gupta who voted for it asked for division.

President: Did you say «• Aye
Mr. Sen Gupta : I am not bound to answer that. . . .
President: 11 rule it that as you have claimed division after my decision w^s given 

in yonr favour and as I understand you said “ Aye ”, you will not be entitled to record 
your vote on thd resolution. The two Ministers and Mr. Sen Gupta did not record their

T°teSThe resolution tor the release of political prisoners was carried by 71 against 26. The 
Council then adjourned.

B u d g e t  D i s c u s s i o n .
General discussion of the budget commenced on the 28th FEBRUARY. A com- 

naratively thin lfmise bore testimony to the scant attention pail by the members to 
the discussion Budget was described by some members as a masterpiece of illusion 
Ind fuu T f i u a n c i i  juggling. Several members complained that enough time was 
not ffiven to them ta study the budget and make suggestions. They regretted
the ^udeet there was no mention of any scheme or definite policy Toe Council the buoget ineie /  1ST MARCH, when after three hours’
manuwript1̂ eloquence i the House had to be adjourned till the 1 1 th March for want 
“f a quorum. V m e  thirteen members spoke on the small allotments made m the
Tranrierrrd D jartm em s. g *  ^  ^  htd ^  made for the

I I
np their minds that they were going to take an active part in politic?, that they Wv.

tn nnt. forward propositions and see them carried out. . ,gmng to put forwaw ref(,m ,d t0 the fixation of currency and said if the
Finance Member looked, to the wealth.and prosperity of the <»untry the speaker had no
^  to listen to him on the controversial currency question,
objection to 8t^  t0chowdhQry Labour Member, said they must resist the preposterous
. f . ’hH Bomtey finnccieis ami industrialists to fix the ratio at sixteen pence per
demand of the Biniuay ccmlentit.ni he quoted extracts from the letter wntten by a

J  leadw Mr Satyejdra Mitra now Confined in Mandalay Jail who said “ My 
gwarajist lMder M . y legislation are not in agreement with Bombay capitalists.
n C r e a l  interests of the ^ o ts  will suffer at the ItfWer rate of_ exchange. The interest

„ar);,alist and the general public is at variance in this, |;ariicular case. The whole
p r o ^ S l f  d e m » g  the sixteen pence per rupee is engineered by Bomba, capnalists .

of Bo“ bay ^ n “J‘| ! ’’ aid than in order to solve important problems, all provincial 
Sir Ah n . Aovernment of India to discuss what should be done and . **

* *  Bc^ aI ai0Be- T b eT V beD? Z  no
On the 1 1 TH MABOH the *

opportunity to re{Jy ^  aon:oJHeJai members, he said although they had been 
to some of the cut oisms or non > t gatjsfi.ed with there financial
able to balance their receipts and « P e“e«  ne J aB The R on. Mr. Donald then
position. Their finances S  th a ftb e  late Mr. C. B. Das had
referred to the public health dep t health organisation. He passed it on to his 
handed over to him a scheme^f .r p scheme for some time which was
depftitment but tbeit na^ Dfei morh to sav upon it when budget was
ratber due to Dr. Bentley* pieveuted the Finanw Deparimeofe from puttingpresented. He waived the rule whicn pieveme _ _  ^  &g of fchat he coutd
into budget schemes which they h «  acceoted the principle of the scheme prepared by 
tell the Council m / tW s scheme for public health organisation in Bengal,

S C  very considerable sum of money, say betweep
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vPftr^OTffh would be required. They were going to make a beginning next
1 o ?  11 raPees *n the budget. It was of course not possible to have such
Rftnffri §* D,® ^0Q °nce. Ho left it to the Hon. Minister to explain when he pre­
ha *y**A« 8 demand. It would be in fail working order at a very early date. He thought 

a good case m answer to those who criticised Mr. Das’s scheme.

V o t i n g  o n  D e m a n d s  f o r  G r a n t s .  )
The demand for grants was then initiated by the Hon’ble Mr. MOBERLY who 

made a demand for grant of Us. 94^38,000 for expenditure under General Administra- 
lon# A number of amendments were moved some making cuts and,' others refusing 

grants for particular departments. There were 106 such motions on this demand, 
1 B 1 J P  which were moved on this day and in the case of one only the Swarajists, 
witn the help of some of the followers of Sir Abdur Rahim, were successful, Eialed 
W1 “ **13a small success the Swarajists and Mabomedan members called for division on 
U r rao. ôn they moved and- in all of them they were defeated, though not by a 
ftfge majority and in one case there was a tie. The first motion in which the 

‘ sT ff 18̂  (,efeated the Government was the demand of Rs. 3,000 under the head 
r i > 1 anc* ®on8ehoId of the Governor’. Other items in which cuts were not accepted 
linf-t t0o^ e P*y bHe Private Secretary Rs. 24,000, travelling allowances of the 
wuitary Secretary Rs. 7.000, Governor’s Band Establishment Ra. 70,000, Governor’s 

or yguard Establishment Rs. 1,13,000, The Council then adjourned}
Minister’s Salaries Voted.

On the 12TH MARCH the Council rejected by 65 votes to 6$ the motion of Dr. P. 
th0D 1 ee* Swarajsst, totally refusing Rs. 19,000 under the head w Executive Council’* and 
rnereby raising a constitutional issue. /

after 3 hours’ discussion the three Swarajist motions against the Ministry 
ro defeated by an overwhelming majority. The first motfou' moved by Mr, J . L . 
nnerjee (8warajiat) was against the total demand of Rs. 1,46,000 j the second motion 

. *o r 0 refusal of the salary of Rs. 1,25,000 of both the Ministers and the last 
*or k*30 refusal of the salary of one Minister, Rs. 63,000. All the three motions 

iisb? Ue<f at5ved» voting for and 73 against. Among Hindu members only Swara- 
rn«f,van(r amon8 Mahomedaiis Sir Abdur Rahim and his followers supported the
motions for refusal. /
Mon Hpr* Ji' Bannerice Ba*d the Ministers lost confidence by not voting for the resolu- 
riots f??nc**pg the release of the dotenues and in not going to the scenes of communal v 
released n ' Chakra varti before election said that so long’ as the detenus were not 
Ohokravarti aclLpteT^M*0^ *  Ministership. The detenus were still in ja il; yet Mr.

their dutv^wft^M ^^’ Minister, said that th i Ministers had had joint responsibility and 
bs followed by h i u a °  86170 kQttl coramuU3tie3. He detailed the policy that would

House nor’ w e r e p r e s e n t  Ministers neither enjoyed the confidence of the 
Government nominatJi !9 ?  the fioose. They were enthroned on the votes of 44 
Ministers had contrihut#^0? ^ '  Bjr nofc f0tin8 for thc i’clease ot fche detennaitlie 
The Ministers had th® 8lavery of the House aud the slavery ot the country, .
country;,8t6r8had not made any suggestion for a forward march for the freedom of the

was f o m ^ ^ L  refering to the circumstances in which the present Ministry •
was ODoospd m liiwv t was concerned the entire Mahomedan public

i C l o n  M J 0^ 8 ,gn?milli0Q8 Part played by him. 
lers. The mnfi* M013̂ rJy ®aid that if the resolution was carried, there would be no Minis!- 
ftfesent constitution WW n°* again8fe P rticuiai? Ministers but against dyarchy and the

Mr, GKmznavî R ^l^aw ardy protested against the insult hurled on the supporters of 
certain sections Wrec* y°*ers and also against the method of intimidation employed by

He, 94 wcre P°^ one by one and declared lost. Mr. Moberly’s motion that
he «rU t0T ?*Penditur« under General Administration as amended by the Council

was carried 88 voting for and 36 against it, Th#» Connoil then adjourned.
^  Land Revenue Demand.

Were MARCH five more motions for redaction of grant under land revenue
Swarajists and Nationalists adversely criticised the survey and settlement

i §



operations which they said was the root cause of the ill-feeling between landlords and 
tenants. The Maharaja of Nadia, on behalf of the Government, gave an assurance that 
he would enquire into the grievances if brought to his notice. The original demand 
was agreed to. !

Government’s Forest Policy.
The policy of the Government regarding administration of the Forest Department 

was criticised wlben Bs. 11,43,000 was demanded for that department. In proposing token 
cats the Swarajists urged Indianisation in the Forest Service and asked for the steps 
taken by the Government to accelerate Indianisation; R eply ing  on behalf of the Govern­
ment, Nawab Nawab Ali Chaudhuri said that sinoo 1923 there was steady indianisation 
of the forest service. Out of 5 appointments in the superior service there are four Indians 
and only one European and in subordinate service all officers were Indians. The demand 
was granted without a cat. The Council adjourned.

Other Budget Demands.
On the I6TH MARCH the debate in the Council on budget demands was very tame. 

Attendance was poor.. Owing to the election of the Calcutta Corporation Councillors, 
Calcutta members cod Id not attend.

Nawab Nawabali Chaudhuri moved that Bs. 61,38,000 be granted for expenditure 
under irrigation. There were on the agenda 20 motions for reduction but only four, all 
token cots for one rupee, were moved and negatived.

The Hon. Mr. Moberley moved that Bs. 86,02,000 be granted for administration of 
Justice. Moulvi Sadique moved that the demand for the Original Side of the High Court 
be refused. He said that the Original Side of the High Court was maintained at the expense 
of the poor villagers fo? the benefit of the people of Calcutta. It was a monument of an 
iniquitous system of taxation.

Mr. Moberley replied that it was a matter for the Government of India. The 
motion was negatived..

Mr. J. L. Bannerjee next moved that the demand of Bs. 82,000 for the appellate 
side of the High Court be reduced by Bs. 26,184. He said that his object was to refuse the 
demand for the paper book department.

Mr. Moberley pointed out that the Governor made this Item for paperbook non-votable. 
Th$ President said that any censure on the paperbook department was a censure on the 
Government and he would not allow that. At tbe same time he would allow Mr. Banner jee 
to move a cut out of the whole demand without reference to the paperbook department. 
After some discussion the motion was negatived. The Council adjourned.

Discussion on Jail Expenditure.
On the 17TH MARCH the demand of Bs. 34,16,000 for expenditure under Jails 

and criminal convict settlements was discussed and eventually granted without a single 
cut. In making tbe demand, the Maharaja of Nadia said that during recent years 
special enquiries had been made in connection with this department and the Govern­
ment had given effect to some of tbe recommendations of the Jail Committee. Steps 
bad been taken to improve the condition of prisoners, that of jail staff and also jail build­
ing. Steps also had been taken to separate adults from juvenile prisoners. A bill would 
soon be introduced for the benefit of adolescent offenders.

. In proposing a token cut Professor J. L. Banerj^e narrated his personal experiences 
for be had been an inmate of jail for 21 months. Indian jails he said were not as bad as 
described by some. Punishments were not barbarous and diet was sufficient. The bulk of 
prisoners were not habitual criminals. Tbe first necessity was segregation of habitual 
offenders, next the provision of better olothing, supply of tobacco and amusements to 
prisoners and abolition of convict warders.

Other members also narrated their jail experiences. The Maharaja of Nadia gave 
an assurance of conducting »% enquiry into the prisoners’ grievances. Dr. Promotho 
Natb Bannerjee suggested the release of detenus to reduce jail expenditure on grounds of 
humanity and economy.

Discussion on Police Demand.
The police demand amounting to Bs. 1.72,25,000 was next discussed. In moving a 

token cut non-official members took exception to tbe increase of European sergeants. 
Another member suggested that the Calcutta Municipality should pay the cost of the 
Calcutta Police and not the general rate-payers.

Mr Soberly reminded the House of the excellent services rendered by European 
Sergeants daring the Calcutta riots. The House then ad joarned,
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On the 19TH MARCH further discussion of motion for reduction of Police Demand 
was resumed. The House wub as thin as on the last two previous days. Only three 
reduction motions were discussed, two relating to the demand for the Presidency Police 
and the other in connection with the District Executive Force. All these motions were 
negatived.
. . adjournment motion to discuss the action *of the District Magistrate of Maldah 
m interfering with the worship of Kali was not allowed for want of support of the House. 
Ahe first cut on the Police Demand was the motion to reduce the demand under the 
Presidency Police by Rs. 2 lakhs. There was also another motion on the same demand 
ffl - token. c®fc one rnPec» The mover and his supporters spoke of the hopeless in­

efficiency of the Calcutta Police throughout the la9t year and said that they did not deserve 
*ny jncrement* During communal rio'tB the Police failed to preserve peace.

One speaker said that it was not impossible for Mr. Moberly to discover the ringleader 
of communal riots. After the whole mischief was done, the authorities externed the 
uoondas to their native villages to spread trouble there and rewarded one of the leaders 
by giving him high appointment. Another member suggested drastic re-oreanisation of 
the whole system. i

The Hon. Mr. Moberly, replying, said that last year the communal riots in Calcutta 
were better managed. As to the alleged inefficiency of the Calcutta Police, Mr. Moberly 
quoted figures showing decrease of the cases of theft and pickpocketing. The cocaine 
smuggling business had been considerably checked. As regards communal troubles Mr, 
Moberly said The attitude of Europeans throughout communal riots had been to let 
the two communities settle their disputes between themselves and whatever we do cannot 
have any finality. Until we get the leaders on both sides to find a modus vivendi, I am 
afraid communal trouble would not be stopped. What we do is /to try to maintain 
peace. We dislike to be dragged into a dispute which has a religious basis. As regards 
processions, we have to make special arrangements when riots are going: on. A procession 
should be allowed to take a particular course. Steps are to be taken to see that no 
disturbances arise as far as possible. We are perfectly willing, and the Commissioner of 
Police is prepared, to maintain the rights of the Hindus, but I  think the House will 
agree with me that when a procession comes along and we have reason to believe that it 
is to annoy Mahomcdans, the Commissioner of Police is perfectly right in suggesting 
another route in order that the two communities may not come into conflict.”

Another motion to reduce the demand under the head •* Dibtrict Executive Forcen 
by Rs. 6 lakhs was lost. The Council adjourned.

Conditional Release of Mr. S. C. Bose.
On the 21ST MARCH, replying to a reduction on Criminal Investigation Department 

Rewards to private persons, the Hon. Mr. Moberly, referring (,0 the condition of Mr, 
Subash Chunder Bose, a detenu, sa id : “  1 would like to take the Council into my 
confidence as regards the case of Mr. 8 . 0 . Bose. I think members w ill agree that the 
incarceration of Mr. Bose has exposed the Government to severe criticism and that it 
follows that if  the Government have not released him or at any rate relaxed the degree 
of restraint to which he has been subjected, it is because they honestly believe that it 
would not be safe to do so,” The present situation is that both the Government and 
Mr. Bose realise that they can detain him until the expiration of the Criminal Law 
Amendment Act. Unfortunately, the Government have received unfavourable aooounts 
of Mr, Bose’s health. He was examined jointly last month by his brother, Drl Sunil 
Chunder Bose, and Lt.-Col. Kelsall, Senior Medical Officer in Burma. T do not propose 
to read the whole report as the time at my disposal is very short. But the general con­
clusion is as follows : ** Although one of us has only seen him reccnly for the first titae, 
we agree that his general appearance is not indicative of good health. Taking into  
consideration his loss of weight, his slight but persistent rise of temperature we are 
inclined to the views that there 1b a possibility of early tnberole, although there is not 
enough evidence on which to base a diagnosis. We agree he were a private patient 
of either of us, our advice to him would be to regard imBelf as a suspicious case of 
early tubercle and to  put himself under the best condition as regards climate, food, rest 
etc., to  ̂combat this disease. We do not regard the condition under which he must 
necessarily be during confinement in jail as conducive to restoration of his health.” 
Subsequently Dr. Sunil Chunder Bose wrote a further opinion: ** In regard to diagnosis 
and treatment of Mr. Subash Chunder Bose's illness, I am prepared to go one step 
further. After carefully weighing the evidence before lhe, I should regard hie case as 
definite one of tuberculosis of fcho lungs, My advice regarding ‘ treatment resolves itself 
into (1) an immediate sea voyage and (2 ) prolonged stay in a sanitorium in Switzerland
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of which I  have just recently  in tim ate  personal knowledge and experience”  This note 
was seen by Lt.-Col. Kelsall who rem a rk e d w I  have no th ing  to; add to  our jo in t note 
w hich, I  th in k , expresses the exact condition of affairs.”  .

I t  w ill be seen th a t  a t the m oment M r. Subash. Chnnder Bose is no t seriously ill 
and certain ly  n o t incapacitated but he has been advised to  go for a sea voyage and  to 
s tay  in  Sw itzerland. Now, the Crim inal Law  Am endm ent A ct does not ru n  outside 
Bengal except as regards deten tion  in  ja il in  o ther parts  of Ind ia . AJ1 th a t  ̂  we can do 
under the  A ct consistent with safety is to arrange for his transfer to a  ja il in  a  better 
climate? and th a t  is no t w hat is recommended. The Government are not prepared, to  bring 
him  to  Bengal a n d  in  any  event they are  advised th a t Bengal would be as bad as or 
worse th a n  B urm a for his health. Effect can  only be given to th e  suggestion th a t-h e  
should go to Sw itzerland if he were released and if 'h e  was once released there would, in 
the  ordinary codise be noth ing  to  prevent his re tu rn  to Bengal, a t  any. ra te  a con tin ­
gency which th e  Governm ent are not prepared to face. We are  willing, however* -that 
M r. Bose should have such opportunities as  we can  afford him  o f recru iting  his.
W© are , therefore, prepared to release him  if he will give us his word of honour th a t  he 
will proceed from Rangoon to  Europe by a ship which does not touch a t  any port in  
In d ia  and th a t  tie will, thereafter, no t a ttem p t to e n te r  Ind ia , Burma. c.r Ceylon* un til 
the  Bengal C rim inal Law  Am endm ent Act has expired. I t will be observed th a t  we 
shall no t dem and any  admission as regards hie past or any promise as regards.bis future 
conduct. We are m erely asking th a t  we bo k ep t in the same position as regards control 
over h is movement in  In d ia  as we are a t  present. This proposal, concluded Mr. Mobcrly, 
has not been made to M r. Bose as I  do not wish him to th ink  th a t  we w a n t to force it  
upon him. B u t I  pu t th is  forw ard publicly  in  order th a t  if be th in k s  fit he may avail 
of i t .  He will know  in advance th a t  we are  prepared to accept it,”

Government’s Excise Policy Attacked.
On the 22ND MARCH the demand of I s .  22,96,000 for Excise was further 

discussed. The Swarajists and Mahomedans condemned the policy of the Government 
scheme leading to total prohibition in a short time. The demand was carried without 
any cut The demand of Rs. 22,98,000 under registration was also granted without, 
cut. The next demand of Rs. 13,86,000 for expenditure under education transferred 
was taken up. Discussion had not concluded when the Council adjourned.

Government’s Education Policy Criticised.
O n the 23RD M ARCH, a fte r a heated debate lasting  for full tw o hours, in  which 

the  education  policy of the  Governm ent w ith  reference to  the  appo in tm ent of the 
V ice-Chancellor of the  C alcu tta  U niversity  w as severely criticised , the House passed 
th e  to ta l dem and of Ra. 1,13,85,000 provided for education by 61 voUa. t a  2^ SwawiEU* 
d id  no t vote. The surprise  of the  evening w as the speech of Mr;, J ,  L ., Bannerj.ce: 
who defended* the Vice-Chancellor and tw itted  the Sw arajists th a t  they were clam ouring,
because the monopoly of a particular party in the University was now broken.

Mr. OateD Director of Public Instruction, made a statement, denying the charge- 
that there had been any attempt on his part to officialise the University-:

The Swarajists headecj by Mr. Sarat Cb, Bose and Dr, B. C, Ray, maintained. that 
an attempt to officialise the University had. been going on since th* year 1928 w heft 
Sir Ashutosh Mukerjec, in ja letter to His Excellency Lord Lyttonj pointed out. that 
the Government did not want an independent man as Vice-Chancellor butoue.who- 
could carry out the mandate of the Government and act as the spy of the Government.

The Minister for Education was. not taken to task by the Houpp as,the members au 
agreed that all three things happened before he assumed office, but they, warned,fom 
to be cautious as grave, danger was ahead. Incidentally the House iu one voice, 
asked the Minister to introduce a bill to reform the University on the lines ofc.th*
recom m endations of t-be Sadler Commission. . , . , •

The Hon’ble Mr. B. Ch ^ravartf, in reply, assured the House th a t his. intention.
was to introdi.ee a proper bil." vhicti would meet requirements of thq situation.

The Council then adjurned to meet on the next day the 24TH MABflH whop it 
discBBsed demands for giants under the head “ Medioal.’’

The Governor’s Speech.
On the 26TH MARCH the Swarajists in a body abstained from attending.th^Council 

when His Excellency Lord Lytton prorogued, the Council and bade; 
members and through them to the people they represented, In  the cour*&o£
Excellency said
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u The period in which we have been brought together and worked either in 
agreement or in opposition to each other has been a transitional period in which 
some have tried to prove the value and the others the futility of the present constitution.
1 recognise that both have been sincere. It will be xny endeavour, when I return 
to England, to be equally sincere and to interpret as fairly as I can to my own 
countrymen hoth the merits and defects of the system of Governmeni which, after 
full enquiry in this country they hoped, would bo found suited to the existing 
conditions. I trust you will agree that I have rightly interpreted tfye facts .of the 
situation,,if X tell them that, while all parlies in India desire the main principle of 
the British constitution to be applied in this country as nearly , as possible, no 
constitution is likely to be acceptable which proceeds on the assumption that 
political conditions in India are similar to those which r-xist in  Great Britain. Equally 
no constitution is likely to woik well which is based more upon an abstract political 
than on a study of the actual conditions of the country. The existence of an Execu­
tive, which cannot be removed, by the Legislature and of a Legislature which Cannot 
be removed by the Executive, is not calculated to produce harmony ^etween the two, 
and without harmony between the Legislature and the Executive efficient government 
is impossible. To ensure harmony an elected Legislature requires an Executive 
responsible to it and removable by it and an irremovable Executive requires a nomina­
ted Legislature. A system which secures the supremacy of the Executive, not by the 
support of the Legislature but by exercise of an over-riding authority, is not, I think, 
proving the best preparation for full responsible government.

Provincial Contribution.
*• It will be agreed, I think, by all that we have had a difficult machine to work 

and the machine has been more difficult to work in Bengal than elsewhere, because 
of the inequitable financial basis on which the new Government was established in 
thia: province; The Meston Settlement has been a mill-stone found the necks of 
successive Governments, rendered all the heavier by the period of trade depression 
which followed the inauguration of the Reforms The remission of all provincial ( 
contributions, which we are promised in the near future, w ill not help, but only 
accentuate the handicap which has been placed upon B engal; for, the inequity 
consisted not in  the amount of our contribution, to the Government of India, but in 
the inadequacy of' the sources of revenue, made available to the province. Those who 
criticise the failure of the Reforms in Bengal, must not, therefore, ascribe it to any 
special perversity in the Bengali race, but should recognisek that, apart from the 
effects of the constitution itself, which Bengal has shared in -common with other parts 
of India, this province has been placed under a handicap peculiar to itself.

Plea for Political Education.
** The Reserved Departments of the Government have Buffered because they are 

reserved and therefore attractive targets for criticism anil the Transferred Departments 
have Buffered because there was no money for their development, There has been 
little attraction to the political parties to undertake responsibility for administering 
the departments that could not be adequately developed and party unity has been 
impaired by the rivalry of individual ambitions. Such conditions have facilitated 
political blackmail and led to charges of corruption, evils w hich must be attributed 
not to the country but to the system. In  Great Britain during the evolution of the 
constitution, in the 17th and 18th centuries, when powerful families contended for 
power, similar evils were prevalent to a far greater extent. The remedy was found 
in  the extension of the franchise and in the growth of organised political parties. 
The same remedy w ill no doubt, be found in India, but an extension of education 
is an indispensable preliminary to the first, and adequate resources  ̂ for the development 
of local needs are necessary for the Becond. During the life-time of this council, a 
new Parliamentary Commission w ill arrive in India to study the experience of 
the eight or nine years and to hear opinions from all sections of the population 
regarding the alterations, if any, which are desirable in the conttitutiori of 1919. 
Duriog that enquiry you w ill have an opportunity ot. explaining the past and of 
recommending changes in the future. May I suggest 0 you, in the capacity which 
I have asked you to allow me to to assume to-day, t la t the larger the measure of 
agreement you can secure, the greater w ill be the value ef the evidence you can give 
on both these points ? It is for this reason that I have ventured to express an opinion 
on some of the larger issues involved in the framing 0 a constitution in older that
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in the time that remains, yon may be considering these issues and crystallising 
opinion upon them” .

Hindu-Moslera Unity,
Concluding, His Excellency referred to the problem of Hindu-Moslem unity and 

said that the f£wo communities were equally divided in the province; but to say that 
the rivalry was an insuperable obstacle to any . constitutional advance would be 
absurd, but to ignore altogether such .a fundamental fact would be equally foolish. 
He welcomed Stbe fellowship Movement. The only road to peace, said Lord Lyttori, 
which offers any hope of success, is the one which the late Mr. C. R. Das tried to 
follow and whicth I have equally tried to follow in the formation of the Ministries, 
namely, the organisation of parties on political rather than on communal lines. How 
best to frame ja democratic constitution, which will facilitate this object, and, whilst 
safeguarding tb6 due representation of all, mate the representatives answerable to a 
mixed rather than to a communal electorate is, therefore, another issue which I 
commend to your special consideration. If the .leading men of all parties arid all 
communities in Bengal will concentrate their attention upon this problem, with which 
they are so especially qualified to deal, instead of waiting for outside suggestions, 
which each can criticise from their respective points of view, 1 feel sure that a solution 
will be found even before the Parliamentary Commission arrives, and in that case 
Bengal will justify the claim it is proud to make of leading the political thought of 
India, The suggestion that the British Parliament, must decide the time and form of 
each successive stag'e in the development of the Indian constitution is often resented 
in this country arid in one sense very naturally resented. But, gentlemen, there is 
no need to wait f e  Parliament if you can younelves find a solution of the admitted 
difficulties which foeset t ie  path of constitutional development. The ratification by 
Parliament of an agreement reached in this country would be an easy matter and 
involve no humiliation. It is only attempts to forces prematurely a one-sided solution 
by violence and intimidation that bring strife and humiliation. In conclusion, I 
desire to assure you that nothing which has happened during my term of office in 
this province has at all shaken my faith in the necessity for developing the Indian 
constitution as rap dly as possible on lines which will provide for national expression, 

JL have found the difficulties to be greater than I knew before I came here, but 
difficulties are made to  be overcome. It is the test of statesmanship to recognise 
them and with unwearying patience and undiminiBhed faith to overcome them.
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The  Bombay Legislative Council
the 18THhFFTiBR0n 4bnyv  l H i H 8 i C?unoil ander Beforms Act met at Bombay on 
Itea linv  in ^  m ,5  1927\  , f ©  ,b“B “*BB °f the House on this day consisted of 
S M  ? ,of ,Mf “ bltra .and tbe elcct,on u£ Mr. Dehlavi as President. Next day,

business of the House included an adjourment motion which 
was disallowed and the election of Rao Bahadur Kambli as Vice-President.

T h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  O p e n i n g  S p e e c h .
' ^,Rb RTTARY  ̂addressing the members of tbe Council Hia Excellency

the Governor noted with satisfaction the much greater interest taken by the electors
bernofvotes cast ^  °D tbe Pre™ ns -  was clear Som the n S

-  Drj Pa’anjpye’s new office, he felt sure that the members would 
and8 exw r f®? ™luld rfali?a that not on|y would India benefit by the ability
have !  „  wh ob. h" W?n,KI brinS t0 th® ,ndia Council, but that Bombay would 
Onltr n mi ! s \  P̂rea- tat,?e ful,y  acquainted with the needs of tbe Presidency. His
s .  I r h ,  h 1 Buflertd a 8rcat and unexpected loss; but whilo Dr. Para^ipye’s ' 
departure was a loss to them his services in London would be a great gain to India
with so m L h“mPo°rtan0̂ .  V  *“ particn,ar dnrlng the next five ?earB which were fraught

e° Jh< budgefc His Excellency remarked that a deficit of Bs. 60 lakhs in
M “ ribution to8 the°an1927' 28 "as approximately equal to the amount of provincial .

“ „, b t h e  government of India, so that but for what they had to pay awav 
! ° 1a6a ot ,the finanpeB of the Central Government, they had in fact a budget which was 
h? 1 his m in fW, Bfx?elIe“°y ^iterated that the Meston Award had a very injurious and’
without s l r l s  w ' - eB(0t 00 Bombay ’8 dances- It was im possib le/he continued 
I«w detriment to essential services and irreparable damage to the security of
had already beenddonoth<! naU° n building Bervic8B» to reduce expenditure further than
t o G o v e r n m e n t  does not feel justified in asking the Council to vote any further 
we a r?  fn‘ ? ± rt '0 ^ l b1,6 UB feeet our liability loathe Government of Ind iaand  
Wp do pot Hn ih* ' f , h° ng ab,<; £or •■he tim; being to meet the excess from the savings. 
E le m e n t conn p7  ‘ & MIEg,ving. but with the confidence that a revision of the 
Drovide for i h / l i  l u  E? me return of trade prosperity will enable ns to continue to

«  ■"
u n lite ir-a  ,sL»H ona nFiQa,tnml BltDa,i0n! His E*oeIlel»cy assured the members, it was
t .  !i i a 8,ttuâ .on of a very senoue character would arise. Dealingw iththeiroads.it
Z S r S i n  dbesirabI? th.st bftr  any Central Eoad Bdard *<* $ 3 8  S I ® #

i_*“ q “£ L ™ ° ‘L bo made Llnt,° tbfi question as to whether at any rite for a few years 
. f i n . ' j 0 - ' 11 °* roadB ahould n it  be solely a question for local Governments and 
States should beSnsuTtel. **’ Presidency and province including Indian

nf .H !8 ®xce,Iency that no one at present could forecast the constitution
nnmrni«Birt.i * , for during the life of the present Council the Statutory
CnmmiRfiton —S  l 8 6 India aud ifc might be that tha recommendations of that
a ° ? d h a v e «ceived Statutory sanction. So, the next Council might be
ohnni?I^i“erent 0U. \  He did not mention this with any idea of suggesting that it 
urea ‘t h l  fn Wi*y infl“ence tbe action of members. On the contrary/ he would 

m j° do , as tbey had done in the past, namely, to voice their views freelv
their country ^Juda?^8̂ ^  CRrry *°nt lh d ? obHgRtion t0 thejr constituents and bers by the past six years it might truly be said that the mem-
Pf L S  the Bomhay Council had endeavoured to work the reforms, however lim its  
m their scope and difficult in their application in many respects the statute mi»ht

Thafc was the right spirit t t e Z J d L S £  “ £  
reason to be proud of its elected representatives. 7 ^



B u d g e t  f o r  1 9 2 7 - 2 8 .
After the Governor's speech, Sir 0 . V. Mehta, the Finance Member, presented the 

Budget for 1927-28. In the course of hi* speech he said
The openiDg balance of the year 1926-27 was estimated at Bs. 664 lakhs which 

was expected to be reduced at the end of the year to Bs, 474 lakhs doe to revenue 
deficit Of Bs. 76 lakbs and deficit of 116 lakhs under capita! and debts section.
The revenue under the former head was Bs. 1,532 lakhs and expenditure 1,607 and 
under the latter head receipts were Bs. 317 lakhs and disbursements Bs. 432 lakhs 
For the next year the revenue under revenue account is estimated «  l,&w 
lakhs and expenditure Bs. 1,658 lakhs leaving a deficit of Bs. 50 lakhs, while 
under debt deposits and advances receipts are. Bs. 369 lakhs and disbursements 
Bs. 423 lakhs with deficit of Es. 54 lakhs. The deficit of Bs. 75 lakbs continued the 
Finance Member, was principally made up of decrease m revenue under three best 
revenue-earning heads, Land Revenue, Excise and Stamps. The decrease m der the 
first head was due to unfavourable seasonal conditions and even larger suspensions 
and remissions would have to be given than bad been estimated when the budget 
was made Under Excise the fall was explained by the experiment of trying a sys.em 
of simultaneous actions which, however, had not yielded the expected results though 
the cost to the State was certainly exorbitant. The third head, Stamps, had sufficed

° W1DComiugPToThV  Development Department transactions which were not 
in the figures given above, Sir Chunilal said that an additional subsidy of 7 and a half 
lakh* had* been provided for in the budget for next year to meet estimated loss on 
Bolu-ban schemed. The activities of the department had been curtailed but it was 

' extremely difficult to make any reliable estimate of the lo ^ T e d e p a r U n e u t  had pu ,  
down what it considered liquidation value. This loss amouptmg to Bfc 111 lakh? 
was proposed to be covered by a subsidy of Bs. 7 and a half lakhs from general
revenues to meet both Interest and sinking fund charges on y .xnenditnre and

Proceeding, the Finance Member referred to economy in public expenditure and
said t b a t in  every* country the Victorian ideal of letting the people do everything for
themselves was being abandoned and the activities of the ® ° i r ^ r c T ^ r f e  enc o8f 
in directions which were not only not contemplated before bat where interference ot
G overnm erw as resented as objectionable.
be carried on indefinitely and that it was possible to tagMhng exprodituretimtsifss suss
the statement that reserved departments were allowed to obtain major part of the

while the transferred departments were starving. 1Srevenues, while ^  ^  .]wt„  h i increased by over Bs. 46 lakhs, expendi-
fore on the former had actually gone down by Rs. 15 lakhs.
Dr* Turn4rig next to the criticism that per capita revenue and expenditure in Bombay 

was the highest the Finance Member justified high per capita taxation on the ground 
Tf largen^f of the area administered together with the comparative spar-,-ness of the 
n o n S T a L  the high incidence of salary owing to Bombay being more urbanised

of administration in this presidency waa conclusively t t  ^ t e d  ^enfesenta! ives hint 
■district municipalities, which were entirely contro ® 7 . , P nrovinecs The

f i S l a ^ a T r S C T n  J S

was in ea 7 oSfl“n ’ “ S e ^ a T ^ n  oT the and petrol taxation to be shared
in or utilised by the province {0 approach their work informed by

the P7 n c 7 ®  o f d t i l in g  eRacb question on If. j A  * - « » « «  g d W r s j r f  
fence in unreasoned and continnocs opposition m s  1 y 
evils of commnnalism and time-serving expediency.

D i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  B u d g e t ,  
rt n ooxrn P l i i l A i f  led bv Mr. Lolii NABA.INJI th; opposition groups deli-

s s r . „ T  i s .  4 « a p » »  pW « —  .« ■  * —
pettlement,
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^ r* ■kal3i Jfcferred at the outset to the South African agreement and expressed 
satisfaction at the amicable understanding arrived at. He thanked the Union Govern, 
meat for the assistance rendered to the Indian Delegation in arriving at the agreement •

Proceeding to discusB the budget Mr. Lalji said that he was gratified at the appoint­
ment of an Indian Finance Member, but was surprised at the remark made by him in 
presenting the budget that the debts of the Bombay Government were less than two years* 
ordinary revenue and had been incurred for productive purposes. He considered such a 
statement an apology for the untenable financial policy of the Government. He appealed 
to the House to prevent the Government front spending the presidency’s revenue in the 
Backbay scheme. He suggested that the deficit be wiped off by reducing top heavy 
expenditure. Why should not the Government for instance reduce cne Executive Coun­
cil Iorship and one Ministership ?

Mr. B. T. DESAI, Swarajist, said that he 15ad been pained to read in the Finance 
Member’s speech presenting the Budget who suggested that the policy of the Swarajists 
encouraged communalism. There was no occasion for making such a criticism of a party 
whose programme the Finance Member (t had not tho sense to understand.”

Sir Josep KEY said that much of the criticism that had been heard was due to the fact 
that members appeared to have forgotten that Bombay bad been passing through a period 
of depression. The only criticism which was r?sonable was that there had not been 
enough retrenchment. In this particular, the Finance Member should endeavour to do 
his beat. After a few more speeches the House adjourned,

— W f f  FEBRUABY, when the general discussion on the Budget was 
resumed, Mr. B. Y, JADHAV, ex-Mmister, took exception to the remarks of the Finance 
Member in his budget speech about communaliam and said that communalism was not of 
recent growth.

Mr. K. F . Nariman : Whom are you lecturing to ?
Mr. Pahalajani: Is the subject of communalism before the House, Sir ?
President: Where remarks relating to communalism are concerned I have to be 

particularly careful. The Hon’ble member is replying to certain remarks of the Finance 
Member about communalism. He is in order.
, Mr. Jadhav resuming his address said that the essence of the financial problem was 

the lot of the agriculturist and all the attention and resources of the Government Bhould be 
devoted to its betterment.

Mr. GHATFIELD tried to disabuse the members* minds of the impression they 
seemed to entertain that the whole Presidency was in the grip of famine. Whatever 
distress there was was only in some parts of the Presidency where there had been scarcity 
of water due to partial failure of the rainp. That was nothing unusual. The Government 
were quite alive to the seriousness of the situation and prepared to do all to relieve distress.

Mr ANGADl suggested that the Government ought to be able to carry on with less 
number of Ministers and Executive Councillors.
, , M.r* Revenue Member, explained in detail the steps the Government had
taaen in tackling the agricultural situation. Revenue collections were being made with 
very great care and consideration.

Moulvi Rafiaddin AHMED maintained that so far as Muslims of the Presidency 
were concerned there was no communalism about them. It was not right to day that 
communalism was the result of separate electorates. Formerly the Government used to 
nominate Muslims to represent Muslim interests. Now the community elected its own 
representatives which was an improvement.

Mr, WINTEBBOTHAM, Chamber of Commerce, appealed to the House to develop 
provincial patriotism and stand by the Government in their fight against the MeBton 
Settlement. The House then adjourned.

Excise Minister’s Statement,
On the 24TH FEBRUARY Mr. 0 .  B, PRADHaN, the Excise Minieter, explained.

<0Vernment 8 ®XG*se Policy. Since 1920-21, he said, as a result of the policy of 
rationing, consumption had come down so far as country liquor was concerned In 
regard to foreign liquor, provincial Governments did not enjoy sufficient control.* He 
declared that every effort was being made to enforce a policy of prohibition The 
Government were determined to go forward with the policy at as rapid a pace as rx^sihle 
Nevertheless, two members speaking on prohibition criticised the Government’s ooliev 
aud deplored that very little had been done towards enforcement of complete prohibition J
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The Government’s educational policy was also strongly criticised by Khan Saheb 
Abdul LATIF KHAN who said that the portfolio had been entrusted to Ministers who 
were unmindful of Muslim educational interests and cared only for Brahmin education, 
Marathi education or Gujarati education.

Explaining the Government's position regarding the need for retrenchment on which 
many members had spoken, the HOME MEMBER declared that cuts in the Police Depart­
ment alone bad been carried out to the extent of over Rs. 12 lakhs recurring expenditure. 
After such sweeping reduction,'a strong demand came from the public and the press 
for increase in police establishment, particularly in the north of the city, where develop­
ment was being retarded by insufficient police force. In the face of such a situation, it 
was difficult to make any further retrenchment.

Replying to the debate Sir ChanMal MEHTA, the Finance Member, asked the house 
to remember in criticising him that the Finance Member of a provincial Government 
which is a subordinate administration with many statutory obligations, was not free 
to do anything he liked. He was subject to many limitations of the system he had to deal 
with. Referring to his remarks on the Swarajya Party, which had been criticised at great 
length, Sir Chunilal said his intention was only to invite the attention of the House 
to the directions along which the party’s programme led the people. He had, however, 
no hesitation to concede that he owed his present position as the Finance Member to the 
fact that he was a member of the public and also to the fact that the public demand 
for participation in the actual administration had its effect on authorities. Coming to 
the budget, he repudiated the charge of himself being referred to as a Baniya. He 
accepted the designation and said that he would do his best to bring to bear the Indian 
point of view with all the skill attributed to a Baniya on the administration of the 
finances of the presidency.

The Budget discussion then terminated and the House adjourned.
Stamp Act Amendment Bill,

On the 25TH FEBRUARY the Government and the opposition came to grips and 
* ultimately the Government won. A bill further to amend the Indian Stamp (Bombay 

Amendment) Act 1922 was before the House. Moving the Bill, the Finance Member 
explained that the object of the Bill was to mak3 the Act permanent. The Act 
was passed for the purpose of increasing the revenue of the Government, and was to 
remain in operation for four years and if, at the end of that period, the financial position 
still made it necessary, its life was to be extended, A B 11 to make the Act permanent 
was introduced last year, but the Council agreed to the extension of the Act only by one 
year. The result of five years’ experieno ha t proved the necessity of retention of the 
revised scale of fees enacted in the measure. The rejection of the Bill by the House, 
continued Sir Chunilal, would mean a loss to the Government of ab mt Rs. 20 lakhs. 
By making the Act permanent, Bombay would only be coming into line with other 
provinces where the stamp duty was revised At about the same time as in Bombay but was 
made permanent at the enhanced rate.

Opposition to the Bill was mainly based on two conditions that no more money 
should be given to the Government inasmuch as it had not spent its resources in the past 
and that the duty proposed to be made permanent would fall heavily on the poor people 
more than the richer classes. The house rejected the Swarajist^ motion for postponement 
of consideration of the B ill till the next session aDd passed its first reading by 62 to 27, 
The second and third readings were also passed. The House then adjourned.

Demand for Supplementary Grants.
On the 26TH FEBRUARY a number of supplementary grants were discussed and 

passed in the Council. One of them was a demand for Rs. 10,000 excess expenditure in 
connection with elections. The Home Member explained that the increase of Rs. 10,000 
over the estimate was necessitated by larger number of electors who polled and larger 
number of polling booths. Ia the coarse of discaesion, members drew attention to 
many defects and shortcomings of the voters’ list. The House then agreed to the grant.

Aden Civil and Criminal Justice Aot.
The Home Member then moved that the Bill further to amend the Aden Civil and 

Criminal Justice Aot be read for the fir*t time. The object of the Bill was to appoint a 
judicial assistant to the resident at Aden who would be able to exercise in  cases referred 
to hfm all powers of the resident with a view to relieve the latter of at least a greater 
part‘of his civil judicial work. The first reading was passed, Swarajists supporting 
the measure. The Bill was then proposed to be read a second time.
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Mr, Amritalal Shetli moved an amendment that the Bill be referred to a select 

committee of nine. The amendment was carried and the house adjourned.
City Municipalites Act Amendment Bill.

On the 28TH FEBRUARY the House passed a Bill further to amend the Bombay City 
Municipalities Act 1925, The object of the Bill was to give power to the Government 
to extend beyond the period prescribed by Section 24 of the Act and up to date not later 
than 3 lst December 1927, the life of an expiring Municipality or of a municipality whose 
term had expired validating all acts and proceedings done by the latter municipality as 
from date of its original term of office. When the section referred to was inserted in the 
Act, it was expected that time given to newly constituted borough municipalities would 
be sufficient to enable thrift to digest rules for holding of new elections. But this ex­
pectation had not been realised and the present measure was found necessary.

The next motion the Council considered was the acquisition of the sailors home and 
plans for proposed new Council Hall be approved and 8 lakhs and thirty-thousand be 
spent on work of building proposition whioh was moved by the Finance Member and it 
evoked considerable hostile criticism especially from Mr. J. C, Swaminathau who, as 
representative of the cultivators, would much rather sit under a banyan tree and legislate 
than squander as muoh as 8 and a hail lakhs on acquisition of new hall,** The proposition 
was eventually passed. The Council then adjourned.

V o t i n g  o n  B u d g e t  D e m a n d s .
Demand Under Land Revenue,

Voting on demands for grants in the Council commenced on the 1st March 1928. 
The first demand taken was under the head Land Revenue. The debate on this demand 
continued till the 3RD MARCH when Rao Saheb D. P. Desai moved that the provision 
of Rs, 51,86,000 for revenue collection be reduced by seven lakhs. He appealed to the 
Government not to enforce collection wherever famine conditions prevailed.

{Supporting the motion, Mr, W. S. Mukadan, whip of the Congress party, said that the 
situation was so serious m at some agriculturists were borrowing at the rate of four > 
annas per rupee per month. He even knew of an instance in which a farmer was obliged 
to go to the humiliating extent of pledging his womenfolk. Though the last was an 
extreme example, it nevertheless indicated the extent of the evil.

After further discussion the motion was thrown out and the Council adjourned.
On the 4TH MARCH, the Council passed the demand of nearly Rs. 52 lakhs under 

the bead Land Revenue alter ail ot the nearly 60 motions fox either reduction or omission 
of provisions were withdrawn or lost in the course of yesterday and to-day.

Demand under Irrigation.
On the suggestion of Sir Joseph Kay (Chamber of Commerce) the House agreed to 

postpone till 7th March consideration of the motions for cuts in grants for development 
schemes. Demands for construction and irrigation works were then taken up, Mr, 
Cowasji Jehangir, General Member, at the outset made a statement on the progress made 
in Sukkur Barrage works. The first motion for a cut in the demand was moved by Mr.
G. 1, Patel who wanted that provision of Us. 24 lakhs for special tools and plants should 
be reduced by Rs. 10 lakhs, \

Mr, B. T. Desai, Swarajist, demanded an inquiry into the complaint so that the 
presidency might be saved from a repetition of the history of the Baokbay Reclamation 
{Scheme. The Chief Engineer in charge of the Sukkur Barrage explained thatduriug 
the three and a half years of his regime only three engines costing about Rs, 6,000 wore 
found inefficient and thrown into the store room. They were working against time and 
had, therefore, to employ labour-saving and time-saving machinery as much as possible.

After further discussion the motion was pot and lost and the house adjourned.

The Sukkur Barrage Scheme.
On the 5TH MARCH discussion was resumed on cute under construction and im ga  

tion works. Mr. X’ahalaj&ni moved that the total amount of Rs. 1 ,68,33,000 be reduced by 
Rs. 63,83,000, This provided an opportunity for the general criticism of the Sukkur Barrage 
construction works in which all sections of the House joined. Several members gave 
expression of apprehensions that there were many detects in the carrying out of work.' 
Allegations of waste and irregularity were made and a strong plea was put forward for 
the appointment of an expert Committee to investigate the present state of affairs and

%



Jay before the public the exact condition in which the scheme was. Criticism was 
particularly directed to what was described an extravagant scale on which bungalows had 
been built for. the convenience of officers engaged on the works. The Sukkur Barrage 
scheme, it was contended, would, if successful, be not only to the benefit of the Govern­
ment of Bombay but also to that of the Government of India. It was only proper 
therefore that the Government of India should bear a part o£ the expenditure on it.

Mr. Wiles, Finance Secretary, Mr. Harrison' and the Chief Engineer replied on 
behalf of the Government and assured members that strictest control was being exercised 
on every item of expenditure and the position of the echeme was very satisfactory, The 
Chief Engineer denied that bungalows were in any sense luxurious and said that even 
after completion of works, these would be in use as residence*of officers in charge of the 
scheme.

Further discussion was adjourned till the 7TJET MARCH when Mr. Pabalajaoi, reply­
ing to the debates, re-iterated the demand for a committee of -enquiry into the Sukkur 
Barrage Works.

The General Member, on behalf of the Government, admitted that the work had been 
18 months behind scheduled tim**, but in big schemes like the *8ukkur Barrage some 
delay was possible. The construction of canals was progressing at a very satisfactory 
speed and irrigation could be commenced in the hot weather of 1931, The dredgers, it 
was true, bad not done what was expectecl of them but that bad not impeded the progress. 
The Government had no objection to a committee being appointed as suggested to 
scrntinise the works and the officers in charge would give it all help they could. The 
motion was put and lost.

Demand under Excise*
The Government’s Excise policy then came under discussion whin a number of cuts 

were proposed m the demand for about Jtta. 52 lakhs made by the Excise Minister. The 
debate evoked declaration from the Finance Member that .several di&tilitries had been 
closed and every effort was being made to enforce the declaied policy of prohibition. Ad 
motions for cuts were lost and finally the house took up disenssion on a cut of one lakh in 
the whole demand which raised the qustion of policy. After a few speeches the discus­
sion was adjourned.

Bombay Development Schemes.
On the 8TH MARCH an important statement on the activities of the Development 

Department was made by Mr, Cowasji Jehangir, General Member, in moving the 
demand for Bs. 66 lakhs for development schemes in Bombay. With regard to the 
Reclamation he said that the Government had accepted the Mcars Committee’s 
recommendations to complete Blocks 1, 2, 3 and 7, but the Government would fully 
abide by the Council’s opinion regarding the woik on Block 6. Dealing with the recent 
accident to the dredger, Sir George Lloyd, he said that the committee which had inquired 
into it had found that no individual was responsible for it. The dredger was covered 
by insurance, but the company with whom the insurance was placed had not yet 
accepted liability. Meanwhile, woik on Block 7, which was interrupted by the accident, 
has been continued with the help of the Ham, As for suburban schemes, about Rs. 7 
and one half lakhs would have to be provided for meeting losses on them. In conclu­
sion he announced that the Government of India bad agreed to reduce the interest 
charged in 1921 22 of Rs, 163 and one half lakhs fiom 6 and one fourth to 4 and 

«* three fourth per cent, and to deduct the loan from the cost of Block 8 of Back Bay 
which is to be handed over to the military authorities. He also announced that the 
Development Directorate had been taken under direct control by the Government.

Sir Joseph Kay moved a cut of about Rs. 21 and one half lakhs in the Bs. 43 lakhs 
provided for Back Bay and pleaded for abandonment of the work on Block 6, The 
motion was widely supported.

The discussion was contined on the next day the 9TH MARCH when all speakers 
expressed strong opposition to filling Block V l on the ground, chiefly, that it would not 
find a ready market when reclaimed, seeing that all the land already there had not been 
taken up.

The Government member replying reiterated the assurance that the Government were 
prepared to abide by the Council's decision as to the work on Block VI.

Sir Joseph’s motion was pressed to a division and carried by 68 against 28,
The House then considered the reduction Re. 1 in the total demand for development 

proposed by Mr. Laiji Naranji. Mr. Lalji criticised the policy and working of the Develop­
ment Department, which he characterised as a “fraud on the Council and the publio, ’
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which had had the effect of mortgaging the progress of the Presidency for about two 
decaoes. The motion was defeated by a Jarge majority.

The Administration of Aden,
On the 10TH MARCH surprise was expressed by the Home Member at the settlement 

announced in the Assembly regarding the future administration of Aden. The Govern­
ment of Bombay, he said, did not, in view of that settlement, propose to proceed with 
the second reading of the Bill further to amend the Aden Civil and Criminal Justice Act 
of 1881, During the iiist reading of the Bili a few days ago he and the Chief Secretary 
had no reason to suppose that this decision was imminent. The fact that the Govern­
ment of India had permitted the Bombay Government to proceed with the Bill showed 
that this decision was not expected. As to what the nature ot the future administration 
of Aden was going to be was not known to the Government of Bombay beyond what 
had appeared in ne a spapers and it was obvious that many ot the details in regard 10 
that administration had not been settled. The Home Member added that the-iioveru- 
ment of Bombay would press their claims in regard to the expenditure recently incurred 
by them.

Demand under Excise.
The House then proceeded to discuss the excise policy of the Government and had not 

concluded when the Council adjourned.
On the 11TH MARCH, replying to the debate, the Hon. Mr. G. B. Pradhan, . 

Excise Minister, reiterated that the Government did hot propose to go back on 
their declared policy. Several of the recommendations of the Excise Committee had 
been given effect to. Steps which the Government had so far taken were rationing, 
reduction in the Lumber of shops, bringing down the strength of liquor, increasing 
the still-iuad duty on hemp drugs and opium. They had also curtailed the hours 
of sale. Clubs selling foreign liquor had been brought under control by the imposi­
tion of vend fee. The Government were anxious that people should not go in for 
cheap foreign liquor in the place of country liquor. The main difficulty was bringing 
the Native States in line with the prohibition policy adopted by the Government, 
As a result of the fail in revenue, many of these States were clamouring and the Govern­
ment were trying to secure their Excise rights by paying more compensation. The most 
effective method by furthering the policy of prohibition was to make the tax on liquor 
as high as possible without stimulating illicit production to a degree which would increase 
instead of diminishing the total consumption and without diawing people to substitute 
drugs and other harmful form of liquor. The Government were not anxious to continue 
this form of raising revenue if other ways and means couiu be found which would throw 
the burden on broad shoulders and not on the shoulders of the poor.

Mr. Patel's motion to reduce the demand under Excise from Us, 51 lakhs was 
then put and lost and the total demand was carried.

Demand under Education.
The House then took up the demand under the head Education and proceeded to 

discuss the policy of the Government with reference to the European education.
After animated discussion the Counoil threw out Mr. Bhmi&saui’g token motion 

for a cut Of one rupee in the demand for its, 7 lakhs for European education in 
the presidency. The mover said that His motion was intended to record the proitst of too 
House against the system by which the subject of European education was kept beyond 
the pale of popular control. The House then adjourned.

On the 12 TH MARCH the discussion on grants for education was continued. Rao 
Salieb Dr, Patii moved a cut of Re. one lakh from Rs. 7 lakhs provided for Government 
A lls Colleges and complained that the Government waB spending more in higher educa­
tion and starving primary education. On the Education Minister’a explanation that 
local bodies had been asked to submit schemes for the progress of primary education 
and these the Government would consider and sanction, the Rao Baueb withdrew the 
motion,

A motion for a out of Rs 51,000 for inter-science classes at the Deccan College, Poona, 
evoked considerable discussion. Supporters of the motion argued that it was not fair to 
give artificial support to any institution and complained that the claims of Dharwar 
College bad not been considered. It was also maintained that the Eerguson College had 
science classes already and there was no urgent need for opening similar classes in the 
Deccan College. Opposition to the motion ran on communal lines. One Muslim member 
declared that there was great demand for inter-science classes in the Deccan College as



Mahomcdan students were kept away from the Ferguson College, since the intention of 
the Brahmins who controlled the latter was to keep Mabomedans uneducated so that they 
might nod compete with them. The motion was eventually withdrawn,

The House then proceeded to dfreuss the total grant ot about Rs. 2 crorea for Educa­
tion-Transferred.. The Government was subjected to severe criticism on the score of 
having transferred the responsibility for primary education to local bodies who were hardly 
capable either financially or otherwise to bear the burden. The discussion was adjourned,

Administration of Aden.
On the 14TH MARCH Mr. A. Shcth moved an adjournment of the House to con­

sider the tiansfer of Aden to the Imperial Government and voiced the resentment felt by 
the membeis at the failure of the Government of India to consult the Bombay Government 
or the Council before reaching a decision. The motion called forth a statement on behalf 
of the Government of Bombay from Sir Chunilal Mehta who put the House in possession 
of ceitain information on the subject which had been communicated to the Government. 
Firstly the transfer related purely to military and.political matters. The civil administra­
tion would continue to be in the hands of the Government of India and it was understood 
that Aden would continue to be as at present part of British India, Military and political 
administration of the settlement, continued Sir Chunilal, were never the concern of the 
Bombay Government as relations with neighbouring powers or authorities and with 
European powers who had interest in that region were not in their charge or of concern 
to the Bombay Government in whose position therefore the decision announced made no 
change. In view of the explanation, the motion was withdrawn.

Demand under Education,
The Minister for Education then announced that he was considering the appointment 

shortly ot a Committee to go into the curricula of primary, secondary and higher educa­
tion with a view to co-ordinate these courses and to give them a vocational bias. In 
recaid to the woiking of the primary Education Act,, he had issued instructions to 
officers in his department not to work the act in a harsh manner, but so as to give the 
local bodies as much freedom of action as possible in all domestic matters. The demand 
ior education was then unanimously passed.

Demand under Agriculture,
The House then took up discussion of the demand for 25 lakhs for agriculture and 

rose for the day before concluding it.
On the 16TH MARCH Sir Chunilal Mehta, speaking on the demand under the head

ftotimituifc ot Kb. 25 lakhs, admitted that there was a big gap in the requirements of the 
*Liie there was no agency to supply theco^peiativem ovem cntconU i- 

si* mores out o£ seasonal needs of agriculturists amounting to 25 crorea. 
There8 war therefore, some troth in the complaints from the cultivators that largei areas 
of W o  were lying uncultivated for lack of funds and when this was brought to his 

in Khandtsh, the complaint was investigated by a committee and the maximum 
Umit nE the borrowing of the cultivators in these parts was raised from 300 to 600 rupees. 
There were several tracts in the presidency where the cultivators could safely be given 
more loans than at present and provincial .co-operative banks had large sums of money

whlt r CLa * P r a d h a n , Minister for Agriculture, said that the whole question of fragmenta­
t i o n  of holdings was under investigation by the Government. The total demand was
then made.

Demand Under Public Health.
The demand for Rs, 21 lakhs under public health was discussed at length, Mr. 

ci • ^oenrn rrmDlained that Guiarat did not receive a fair treatment in the matter of 
g S J H o r  to public health. After further discussion, the demand was
made in full and the House adjourned.

Non-official Bills Introduced.
~ lfiTH MARCH, a number of non-official bills were introduced. Out of eight

vtn Jfnrfnduccd two related to the President’s salary, one of them seeking to
B ‘ eg 3 000 to Be. 2,000 and the other allowing him a salary only so long

hole time t o the business of the Council. The third bill moved by 
as be dtvotid obiect of enabling the Government to authorise the Western
f 1;.. \  on V r a c e -c o u r s e  in Poona and Bombay of a .
Jtoiljd number of bookmakers. I t  had been found by experience, be said, to be im-
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possible to suppress unlicensed bookmakers from the premises of the Turf Clnh kn§ 
despite the efforts of the police it was known that the bookmakers e ^  J  outside £  
premises. It was obviously better that such gambling as did exist should be under
proper control and it was beiieved that, under strict conditions which it would be possible 
f° * l forc\ mnch of unllcenB2d gambling could be suppressed. The fourth bill was in* 

m° Veir f.xplain*?» to remove inequality between the rich and the po£r 
candidates m an election under the law as it existed, hiring of vehicles was included^  
% Z T - P* ? tlCZ!>an*  ri0h influential candidate evaded8 it by 
from friends, while the poor rival was at a disadvantage in that his only recourse was
to hire vehicles which was prohibited by rules. w  80 was

Election to Advisory Committee.
■ y J S l  House then devoted over two hours to the question of electing members to the 
«U the n . S  “ S  e“  ° f he hree ra,lways itl the eity bat finally postponed the f lec tio n

Land Revenue Assessment Committee’s Report.
The first non-official resolution standing in the name of Rao Bahadur Kale and 

recommending (hat immediate effect be given to the suggestions contained in the report 
anf  *7 .vfUU0 Assessment Committee recently published was then takeu up and 

was still under discussion when the House rose for the day.
MARCH only one non-official resolution could be disposod of by this 

r»f*he L^ lslative Council before it was prorogued. With the
,hcmr. f?r Wfisfeions the day was occupied with discussion on Rao Bahadur 

rP80lutlon giving effect to the recommendation of land ri venue assessment of 
lich two were specially stressed by non-official members as most urgent and important.

ln 1^ * 2?  a?se88ment of Iand avenue regard should be had to the 
M jK * cTb° Settlement officer should take into account the following
factors^ (a) The state of communication during the previous: settlement; (b) Proximity 
of markets; (c) Trend of prices; (d) General economic conditions and history of tract •
(e) Result of crop experiments and (f) Rental value. In order to ascertain the rental value 1 
the real rents paid in open competition by tenants to landlords during the five years 
immediately preceding the revision settlement excluding years of abnormal prices should 
be taken into consideration.

Secondly, that the standing to examine all revision settlement proposals. The non- 
official section of the Hoo.e maintained that permanent settlement should be introduced 
after equalising assessment by fixing it as 25 per cent, of the profits of cultivation, 
r ailing this no revision of the settlement should be made without the approval of the 
Council. They condemned the Government’s action in proceeding with the revisious 
while the whoie question was still under consideration of the Oouucil. Officials pointed 
to the delay that had already taken place in arriving at a decision on the question and

t!bf b S  Iak.h8 of ruPeeB wonId have been lost to the State if revision of settlement had not been carried out by the Government.
J C80!U' i0n ,w"  oarricd by 63 t0 23 with the addition that pending 

legislation along the lines of the recommendations of the committee, orders should be

^ ter the 1 6 th \T c T ? 9 2 4 nth0rJt'iC8 ° ° “ d ^ t0 colIect ob^  in revision
The Council w a s then prorogu ed .
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The  Madras L e g i s l a t i v e  Council .
On the 24TH JANUARY His Excellency the Governor, accompanied by Viscountess 

GoEchon drove in State to the Council Chamber and opened the third Reformed Madras 
Council, which he addressed. Mr. C. V. S. Narasimba Baja, the President-, was in the 
chair. There was full attendance of members and nine new members took the oath or

^The most important business after the Governor's address was the election of the 
Deputy President, for which the Independent Party nominated Mrs. Muthulakahmi Ammal, 
the lady member of the Council. Other candidates having withdrawn from the held, 
she was elected unopposed as Deputy President-.

Governor’s Address.
H E. the Governor, in addressing the Council, observed since the last session there 

has been considerable change in the position of parties, but there has been change in 
the needs and requirements, in the hopes and aspirations of the people of this Presidency 
and of India ns a whole as to the measure of time m which these can be fnlfiLed and the 
ultimate extent to which they can be satisfied. There may, be difference of opinion, 
but- I would venture to hope that at least oh the road towards those ideals we can all 
march loeether in a spirit of joint endeavour and determination, that no action of 
oars shall obstruct the forward march, although different paths may be chosen all
leading in the same direction, .

It is for us here in Madras, .in the Presidency m which so strong effort has been
made to work the Reforms to demonstrate at this psychological moment in the history 
of the Reforms our fitness for further responsibilities. . . iv , ,  ,

In  conclusion, the Governor referred to the Statutory Commission provided for 
bv the Government of India Act, which will begin to function at the latest in 1929, 
and in any case in the life-time on the present Council. He was convinced that the 
members of the House were cognisant of the paramount need of demonstrating to that 
Commission that the education of the electorate and the country at large and the 
development of team spirit, which should underlie and was the necessaiy concomittant of 
all democratic institutions, had proceeded on right lines towards further constitutional 
development and reorganisation of the machinery of the Government so as to conduce
to the best advantage of the Presidency, „ ... . ,

f l E bopfd especially that with ungrudging co-operation of the Council a strenuous
onmnaien' will be initiated for educational advancement and general amelioration of 
the depressd and backward classes, whose progress would without doubt facilitate all
further steps#

Adjournment Motion on Metture Project.
On the 24TH JANUARY, after interpellations, a motion for the adjournment of the 

bu si nr 69 of the bouse to diecuss the unsatisfactory nature of the irrigation department 
and the necessity for modifying wi(h a view to grant irrigation facilities to the district 
of Tricbinopoly was moved by a representative of that district. The President allowed
'the motion which was set down for discussion on the next day subject to the approval
of the Governor, The house then proceeded to transact non-.oflS.ciaI business.

The first item was a resolution recommending that famine relief works should at 
once be started by the Government in non-deltaic tracts of Nellore district. A number 
of amendments extending the scope of relief works to other areas were also tabled.

The House next permitted Mr. Saldanba to introduce an amending bill to the 
Elementary Education Act. The Amending Bill to the Andhra University Act was not

m° V After lunch the adjournment motion brought by the member from Coimbatore to 
discuss the unsatisfactory nature of Government order on irrigation and he urgent 
necessity to modify it, specially with a view to granting some irrigation facilities under 
Mettur scheme to districts of Coimbatore and Salem was discussed.

Mr Narayanswamy Pillai moved an agej«jta«>t to include Tricbinopoly also, but it 
was ruled out of order. Representative^ from Salem, Coimbatore and J UP-
ported the motion. The mover gtfn trf out that the Mettur project 
square miles of land for purpose of stagnation water and had rendered ten
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hundred thousand. The speaker urged that the Government should provide for irrigation 
by way of compensation of about 25,000 acres of land below Mettur dam for which the 
people of Salem and Coimbatore wore prepared to pay even at maximum rates*

* ! r  ^ aQtta8v?anii Iyer, replying on behalf of the Government, said that the 
Boope or the Mettur Project was such that the extension of the scheme to Coimbafcqre and 
Salem was impracticable while the district of Trichinopoly was well served by Kattalai 
system.

The m®mber for Tanjore was speaking on the motion when the President announced 
that it was five and the discussion automatically stopped.

On the 25TH JANUARY, an adjournment motion brought by a member from Coira- 
batore to discuss the i!‘unsatisfactory nature of the Government order on irrigation and the 
urgent necessity to modify it, specially with a view to grant some irrigation facilities 
under the Mettur scheme to the districts of Coimbatore ami Salem,1* was talked out.

The mover pointed out that the Mettur project had depopulated 56 square miles of 
land | and had rendered homeless about 200,000 people. He urged that Government should 
provide for the irrigation of about 25,000 acres of land below the Mettur Dam, for which 
the people of Salem and Coimbatore were prepared to pay even maximum rates. Sir 
Rama6wami Iyer, replying on behalf of Government, said that the scope of the Metbnr 
project was such that an extension of the scheme to Coimbatore and Salem was impractica­
ble, while the district of Triohinopoly was well served by the Kattalai system.

On the 26TH JANUARY, a resolution urging the Government to Btart relief works, 
including remission of revenue for the next three months in the non-deltaic tracts of 
Nejlore and in areas affected by the failure of the monsoon in the districts of Ganjam, 
Godavery, Guntur, Kurnool, North Arcot, Trichinopoly, Tinnevelly, Bellary, Anantapur, 
etc,, was passed after a prolonged discussion. The Revenue Member explained the Govern­
ment policy and said that relief measures could not be directed to compensating farmers for 
any loss they may have sustained during a bad season. The Government directed their 
attention primarily to taking steps to avert the loss of human life, and to support those 
who might become destitute. He, however, promised to take Such measures as were possible 
through the agency of district officers.

On the 27TH JANUARY, Mr, Satyamurthi moved the adjournment of business for tha 
purpose of discussing a matter of argent public importance, namely, the need for the 
Government of Madras to represent to the Government of India the opinion of the Council 
that it wholly disapproved of the action of the Government of India in sending Indian 
troops to China, taken as it was without reference to the Legislative Assembly.

The President asked the mover whether the motion was in order,
^ r* Saiyamurihi stated that the motion merely sought to communicate the opinion 

of the house, as a representative popular body, to the Central Government, and had no 
intention of interfering with the foreign relations of the Central Government. Besides, 
matters affecting the Central Government had on previous occasions been discussed on 
the floor of the House. He pointed out that the matter was also of local importance as 
troops, especially Sappers and Miners, were reported to be despatched from the Madras 
Presidency.

kjr Bgmaswami Aiyer, the Leader of the House, objected to the motion as it affected 
the relations of the Government of India with a foreign Government.

The President satisfied himself that the motion was in order, and allowed its dis­
cussion being fixed for the afternoon, subject tp the Governor’s approval.

Before the Council rose for lunch the President announced that the Governor had 
disallowed Mr, Satyaraurtbi’s adjournment motion.

Moplah Colonisation of the Andamans,
There were about 45 resolutions on the agenda, of which only three were discussed 

and passed. The most important of these was one on the Moplah colonisation of the Anda­
mans which recommended to the Government that immediate steps be taken to cancel the 
scheme and to transfer all Malabar rebellion prisoners from the island to Indian jails.

Khan Bahadur Mahomed Osman, Home Member, stated on behalf of the Govern­
ment that the Government of India was responsible for the scheme, that at present there 
was no such things as Moplah colonisation, since the scheme had been made an all-India 
one, and that the objections raised against it were purely sentimental. Several members 
spoke condemning the scheme and asking for its immediate cancellation, The resolution 
was passed by $6 votes to 28.

Another resolution passed on this day recommended to the Government to amend the 
Famine Cpde in order to facilitate famine relief works by aamindars and landowners,
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Hindu Religious Endowments Act.
Replying to interpellations regarding the Hindu Religious Endowments Act, the 

Law Member said that in view of the circumstances it was the intention of the Govern­
ment with the help, if possible, of members of ail the interests concerned, to explore the 
subjects about which a controversy had taken place, and to bring forward an amending 
Bill at the earliest opportunity to improve the Act, wherever necessary, and make it 
acceptable to the people for whose benefit in was intended.

The first Session of the Madras Council closed on this day after a four day s 
sitting to meet again on the 1st March for the Budget session.

F i n a n c i a l  S t a t e r a e n t ^ l o r  1 9 2 7 * 2 8 .
On the 1ST MARCH, in presenting the financial statement for the year 1927-28, Mr. T.

E. Moir, the Finance Member, summarised the position thus , , ,
“ Against a revenue of 1654*80 lakhs we anticipate an expenditure of 1724 13 lakhs 

in 1927-1928. Expenditure on that scale is rendered possible only by the fact that we 
have accumulated reyenue balances amounting to 134*71 lakhs. These balances once spent 
do not recur and ‘'represent in part unanticipated windfalls, in part expenditure in pre­
vious years less than what provided for in their budgets. We are also labouring under the
disadvantages of an unfavourable season which will affect the revenues of the coming as
well as of the current year. Even under normal circumstances these revenues increase 
but slowly and our existing commitments will for several years continue to absorb the 
major 6hare of such additions to our resources. We have also large commitments under 
schemes of a non-recurring nature while schemes of capital > expenditure are for the 
present making increased demands on our revenues in connection with the payment of
interest and the re-payment of capital „ _,

“ I t  might under these circumstances he urged that there is an element of recklessness 
in the budget now placed before the Council. I  do not deny that all these consideration 
cive food for thought but in the first place we may reasonably hope that the next monsoon 
w ill not follow the example set by its predecessor. Oar commitments are not bo out of 
our control that we cannot adjust future expenditure to our existing resources, should 
that I sincerely hope it w ill not, prove necessary. And I am so impressed by the 
immense amount of ground yet to be covered in all administrative directions that I am 
unwilling to give the signal for reduced speed until convinced that it is essential.

“ And here it  is well to remember that our potential resources are 
though when and to what extent they will be released rests ultimately m other hands 
than*ours Although it is a matter in which a heavy responsibility rests upon our 
^nresenm ives el^where, we still pay a contribution of 165 lakhs from our provincial 
representatives Government With that sum at our disposal we would have
sufficient resotKCesto meet all reasonable or possible administrative developments for the

rest g | |  iar miBfortnnc of our Presidency that in its Pilgrim's Progress towards 
nossession of its own estate, it has encountered and still encounters formidable obstacles 

at each stage fresh and fierce lions roar against it. But so far as the Govern- 
f g y m , o v e r .  In the budget which was produced 
“  legislative Assembly yesterday the Hon'ble Sir Basil Blackett announced that if 
l i e  * vernme ntV of ̂ 1 ndTa’s 7 for 1927-1928 are adoptedl theyr ensure a .to ta l

... recurring remission in respect of the provincial contributions of 350 tenthsand a non-
258 lakhs. The share of this Presidency K f i *  

ai£i 49 lakhs non-recurring, that is to say our province w ill at last stand m full

^bePrank^togratitude*on my part if, knowing as 1 well do how colossaHhe 
. cv has hwm 1 fail to pay a tribute to the sincerity and the determination with wh-ch 

Basil^^aekeTt bas^faboured to remove what he has termed ‘ a millstone round the 
J  nr Central Government and of the Provincial Governments poisoning their

tatnI«  i  faaw already stated that given onr revenues we can contemplate a noteworthy and
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exceeds our most sanguine anticipations and it is one w h ic h v e n t u r e  to think this 
Council and the people of this Presidency will not readily forego. ,

With the expenditure put at an advanced figure with large commitments under 
schemes of a non-recurring nature with schemes of capital expenditure making mcrea 
demands conceded, it  might be urged that there was an element of recklessness m
budget. But he hoped for better monsoon next year and Govt s commitments were not
so out of control that they could not adjust future expenditure to their existing reso .
Still, their potential resources were not exhausted. Even the present schemes w e e
possible by reason of accumulated revenue balances which to-day amounted to 10 a s.

Discussion on Important Bills*
After the Finance Member’s speech the Council granted a 6um of Bp.

Government for tbo purchase of sera and vaccines required for the inocula *
heated discussion next ensued on the Finance Member s resolution as J? .
the house for continuation of unfinished irrigation and civil worts. T e pp
terised the motion as illegal. After considerable discussion the motion was put and lost
without division. A l  i  .

Small Causes Courts Act.
Sir Itamaswami Iyer then introduced a Bill to amend the Court to tryCauses Courts Act giving jurisdiction to the city civil court now vest g

cases relating to the title of property of small value. f h e  first
other official bills were then introduced and referred to the J j L j L
was a Bill to amend the- Madras Prevention oi Iteration Ac p J j  . .Bill to 
remedies against sale of watered milk, adulterated creem, butte a 
repeal the Madras Planters Act. The Council adjourned.

T h e  B u d g e t  D i s c u s s i o n .
That dyarchy is unworkable in practice was the sum and substance of the speeches

made in the Council on thfe 3RD FEBRUARY in course of the general discussion on the
budget. While the Congressmen said so directly, members of other parties gave out 
enough material to enable any impartial observer to come to that decision. The rat 
speaker was a Swarajist, Mr. P. C. Venkatapathi Raju, who drew attention to the lack of 
irrigation facilities and starving of nation-building departments. ~ * ,

Sir A* P. Patro, ex-minister, congratulated the Finance Member and said that financial 
independence was a condition precedent of provincial autonomy. He pressed for relief in 
taxation notably in court fees and stamp duties. , . . t t

Mr. G, Harisarvothama Rao subjected the budget statement to a critical analysis W p  
the democratic point of view, and proved how it hopelessly failed to stand that la e  
cause of the ryot was advooated by everyone of the speakers and the encouragement 0 
cottage industries and hand-spinning was also advocated, Mr. Krishna .Nair soundea 
note of warning against proceeding with further work in connection with the gigant c 
Cauvery mettur project which is estimated to cost more than six crores without placing 
on the statute book an irrigation law which the irrigation member himself had w y  often 
emphasised as essential before launching opon any big proj ct. The way in which selec­
tions are made to the High Court Bench came in also handy for criticism while a 
Christian and two Mohamadan members pressed for communal justice. The discussion 
was on the whole on a high level compared with the previous years.

On the 4TH MARCH, in course of the general discussion on the. budget, attention was 
drawn among other things to the need for promotion of rural sanitation, Indianisation of 
higher poets, notably in the police department and the improvement of the machinery of
administration of civil justice in mofussil. . . . .  . .. . ,

Doctor Mofchulakhsmi Ammal pleaded for the establishment of children hospital for 
Madras and opening up of new secondary schools for women. Opposition members also 
urged retrenchment and reorganisation 0£ the department* of agriculture »nd industries.

- Mr. 0 . Wood, Madraa Chamber of Commerce, weloomed the budget as a lucid and 
business like one and expressed appreciation of the provision for agricultural and indust­
rial, development but regretted a lack of provision for combating social ev(J', The Council 
then adjonmed,

V o t i n g  on B u d g e t  D e m a n d * .
Yot’ng on Budget demand* commenced on the 11TH MARCH, Token motion on 

demand under Survey and Settlement, under the head Land Bevenuo afforded opportunity 
lOr opposition members to Criticise the Land Revenue Policy of the Madras Government,
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Speakers emphasised the need for the introduction of a satisfactory Land Revenue Scttle- 
mentJBill giving the Legislative Council power to fix rates,

Mr. Marjoribanks, Revenue Member, replying said that the Council bad no mandatory 
voice in the matter and that the proper course would be for the responsible Minister to 
bring in a motion. The token out was carried. The Council next negatived by 57 votes 
to 38 tbe Swarajist motion for total omission of Rs, 24,78,300 allotment for Survey and. 
Settlement,

Demand Under Excise.
On the 16TH MARCH discussion .centred round the Swarajist motion for a token out 

in  tbe salary of the Excise Commissioner.
During question time tbe Home member stated in answer to interpellation that the 

number of women and children taken to Andamans under colonisation scheme was 336 
and 510 respectively,

Swami Venkatachalam Chetty, opposition leader, warned the Ministry that no 
country wonld tolerate a Government which dfid not quicken up the pace to total pro­
hibition, Mr. Knshnan Nair in calling on the Independent Ministry to carry out tbe 
policy of prohibition took occasion to declare that the “ Justice” party had decided not 
to accept office in the present Council. The President asked him to confine himself to 
the Excise policy. Mr, Krishna Nair drew attention to the fallacy of the Swarajists con­
demning dyarchy and at the same time supporting Ministry, Several Speakers emphasised 
the need for forward step towards total prohibition,

Replying to the debate Mr. R. N. Arogyaswami Mudaliar, Excise Minister, declared 
that the Ministry bad accepted the ideal of a dry Madras and would work up to it 
by definite and progressive stages. His policy would be a further reduction in con­
sumption by tbe extension of prohibition areas, extension of duty on spirits and such 
other methods as were suitable. The financial appc<$ of the matter was under con­
sideration and the Finance Committee had not yet reported. Subject to the limitations 
of diarchy he would work up to the goal, * *> •

Mr, Satyamurti declared that Congressmen were there to kill diarchy. The policy 
of the present Ministry was an advance on the record of the “ Justice” Ministry. Ho 
added that if the Baja of Panagal as the leader of the “ Justice” Party stated from his 
place in the Council that diarchy was unworkable, the Swarajists would readily join the 
H Justicites’ in defeating any Ministry. But they would not break the present Ministry 
on the strength of what the «6 Justicites” had been saying with a view to coming to 
power again.

After further discussion the token cut was carried by 59 against 50 votes. Next tbe 
whole demand under Excise was put and carried without a division.

On a token cut under the head “Stamps” the opposition members urged a reduction in 
Court Fees, The Council then adjourned. I

Demand for Provincial Autonomy,
On the 18TH MARCH the grant of further constitutional reforms, particularly pro­

vincial autonomy for Madras was strongly urged by the opposition members in the debate 
over a token motion under “Allotment for tbe Governors Household” .

Mr, S, Satyamurti, Deputy Leader of the Congress Party, declared that be would 
not raise the larger question of Swaraj for India, but would deal with the question of 
abolishing diarchy by granting autonomy to the province. He added that diarchy could 

^ofc be hoiked. The Government should always be whole and indivisible. He asked those 
who felt that they could resist the advancing wave of modern democracy, whether they were 
going to drive all to despair and make of India a greater Ireland.

The speaker was there be cause he believed that the political question would be solved 
by mutual goodwill. He quoted the views of the Baja of Panagal and Sir A, P. Patro 
submitted to the Muddimatt Committee in support of tbe contention regarding the 
unworkability of diarchy. He contended that when the party whose members were the “pet 
children of the bureaucracy” had stated that diarchy was unworkable and autonomy was 
necessary, there was no case for the Government. Sir Malcolm Hailey's assurance that 
his GOvirnneut would do all that could be done was empty. He was sure that the present 
Ministers would find very soon that they were there to carry out the behrsts of unseen 
powers and that under diarchy they bad no real power, rtsponsibilUy or initiative. It 
had been said that tbe Britisher was out to civilise and tram the Oriental in aslLgovcrn* 
ment The speaker urged tha t Madras should get substantial political reforms as her 
people were the oldest pupils. The debate had not concluded when tbe Council rose 
lor the day,
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Next day, the 19TH MARCS, the discussion of the constitutional issue on a token 

motion under the Governor's Household was resumed,
Mr. Krishna Nair characterised the diarchy as an unsuccessful experiment and 

stressed the need for a forward step in Constitutional Reform?, like the transfer of all 
subjects to the transferred half. .

Dr, Muthulakshmy Animal paid a tribute to the British for inculcating respect for 
law and order and for the maintenance of peace. She said that India's yearning for freedom 
was a natural and legitimate craving and her national consciousness was the result of 
contact with the freedom-loving nations of thfe world. I t  was time for the Indians to 
Shoulder more responsibility. She appealed for the spirit of brotherhood and for the 
throwing open of the temples and schools to all classes without distinction and added that 
when unity was achieved no power on earth could stifle India’s aspirations.

The representative of the depressed classes spoke on the value of the. British connec­
tion and emphasised the need for the protection of minority interests.

The Hon, Mr, Marjoribanks, Revenue Member, replying, said that the Madras 
Government was a subordinate Government and as such it had no power to alter the 
constitution. Their duty was to work it in the best interests of the people. It was 
probable that at no distant date the Government would be called upon to report on many 
aspects of the diarchy, and when the time came the Government would communicate the 
weight of resentment given expression to in the House, He wanted the House not to 
imagine that any section of the Government was hostile to their claims,

Swami Yenkatachcllam Chetty* leader of the opposition, enumerated the defects 
of diarchy and urged the grant of provincial autonomy.

Mr, Srinivasan, depressed classes representative, declared that the removal of 
untouohability should be the first step towards Swaraj. He invited the Royal Commission 
on Reforms to visit the villages and devise means for the amelioration of the lot of milions 
of the masses.

The motion was put to the House and carried, 67 voting for and 26 against it. The 
Ministers remained neutral.

Other Demands.
The reduction of the number of Executive Councillors to two was urged by the 

opposition members this afternoon on the motion for a token cut in the allotment for 
the Executive Council under the head •* Secretary,*1 The cut was effected, 51 voting 
for and 31 against.

The Council passed the demands under the heads “Legislative Bodies” and “Provinces* 
of Rs, 2,70,000 and Rs. 5,94,000* respectively. The token motion calling for a change 
in the hours of the sitting of the Council was negatived. Attention was drawn to 
further Indianisation in the Secretariat and effecting retrenchment by the Swarajists 
members on the motion for a nominal cut in the demand for the Chief Secretariat.

A “Justice” party member brought forward a cut motion to raise the question of 
allotidg seats for ex-Ministers in the front opposition benches. The President ruled it 
out of order at that stage, stating that one of the party leaders bad informed him of bis 
intention to raise the question on the floor of the House and that ho (the President) 
would fix a day convenient to the member concerned. The Council then adjourned*

Demand for Ministers' Salaries.
The demand for Ministers* salaries was taken up on the 21ST MARCH.' Mr. B. 

Munis warn! Naidu, of the Justice Party, moved a token out to express no confidence in 
the Ministry.

Swami Yenkatachelam Chetty, leader of the Congress party, explaining that bis 
party would not vote on the question, said that they would always be ready to use tbeir 
vote against the Ministry when they were satisfied that such a course would achieve the 
objective of the Congress, namely, preventing any Ministry under Dyaroby,

Dewan Bahadur Krishnao Nair (Justice) and the party iu power was drawn from a 
minority and the Ministers did not have the confidence of the people.

Dr. Subbarayan, Chief Minister, replying, said that he accepted office because ho felt 
It his duty to undertake the respongibilty of constitutional government of the province, 80 
long as be had the confidence of the House through the neutrality of his friends opposite 
(Swarajist benches) he had the right to be in the ministeriru office. He assured the Bouse 
that be would not tour at the expense of the State during six months before the elections. 
He added that the token cat on the Excise demand was one of no confidence in the policy 
of the previous Ministry than on the policy of the present Ministers,

Members of the Independent Party emphasised that tbeir party programme wad one 
acceptable t o  the Swarajists and the Justice Party, To-day the Swarjist policy was under*

Ml
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going a welcome change from boycott to honourable co-operation and the Justice Party 
had no reason to look down upon such a change.

Mr. C. U  Wood, Madras Chamber of Commerce, desired to know if the token cut was 
a minor matter intended to draw attention to certain policies. He meant that the 
Ministers should resign if the latter was the idea, but he strongly deprecated the attempt 
to censure the Ministry at so early a stage-in its life.

By 53 votes to 12 the Council negatived the motion of no confidence, 16 members 
remaining nentral of whom 11 were of the Congress Party.

The Council also voted down another Justice Party motion for a substantial reduc­
tion in the demand under the head “Ministers.’* The whole demand of Rs. 4,32.000 was 
then put to the House and carried without a division.

The practice of appointing temporary judges to the Bench of the Madras High Court 
was condemned by several members who spoke on a Swarajist motion for a reduction in 
the allotment under the head of “ administration of justice” .

The cut was effected, 56 voting for and 30 against. The Council adjourned.
Madras Police Budget,

On the 23BD MARCH the Government sustained a defeat on a Swarajist motion 
for a reduction by Rs. 5 lakhs of the allotment of Rs. 151,86 lakhs under the head “Police* 
Opposition speakers urged the need for retrenchment and drastic Indianisation of the
Police Department, , . , , . , ... -

Sir Ramaswami Iyer, replying* stated that during the last three years a reduction of 
Rs, 12 lakhs had been effected in  expenditure under the “ Police Department,” and he 
would do all in his power to further Indianisation. The motion was put and canned by 
46 votes to 44. The whole demand was next put and agreed to, subject to the above cut, 
by 55 votes to 28,

Anti-Drink Propaganda in Madras.
On the 25TH MARCH the need for rescinding the Government order prohibiting 

officials of the Public Health Department from doing any propaganda work against tho 
drink evil was emphasised by several speakers in the debate on a motion to reduce by 
a token cut the allotment under the head “Public Health,”

Dr. Muthnlakshmi Ammal said that Public Health officials should be allowed to 
carry out anti-drink propaganda as part of their duties.

Swami Yenkatachellam Chetty, leader of the Opposition, condemned the present 
prohibitory order and called on the Health Minister to make the position of the Ministry 
clear. Members of the Justice Party ateo supported the motion. ■■

The Minister, replying, eaid that he was glad that there was unanimity of opinion on 
this question. What surprised him was that even members below the gangway (Justice 
narty) should have changed their views in the matter. Those members were showing a 
chaneCof heart in various other matters and it was all to the good. The Government had
decided to remove the restriction and an order to this effect would be issued shortly.

In view of the Government’s decision the motion was withdrawn an l the grant

^ ^ T h e  voting of the Budget demands concluded on this day. It is noteworthy that 
durine the ten days' voting only one substantial cut was effected, that of Rs. 5 lakhs m 
the police grant, all other cuts being token oneB. The Council then adjourned.

Debate Over the Supply of Khadi.
On the 28TH MARCH, after question time, Mr, B. S. Mallayya, Swarajist, moved 

for an adjournment of the Houre to consider a matter of urgent public importance, 
namely, reconstruction and remodelling of the Madras General Hospita . - ..

Sir C P. Ramaswami Iyer, the leader of the House, pointed out that the motion 
could not’ be in order as it sought to revive discussion on a matter already discussed.
He added that the matter involved was not of recent occurence. -
H The President said that there was a precedent during the time of Mr. Swamikannu

0 . P. Ramaswami Iyer questioned that ruling with due respect to the former j

Venkatacbaiam Chetti, the leader of the opposition, observed that the 
ouesflon “ I r e b e l l in g  the hospital*** dealt with in the budget and it was proper that 
discussion should be raised on that provision over adjustment motion.

The ©resident finally ruled that the motion was in Order. .
A strong Plw in favour of supplying Kbadi for uniforms and other supplies was put 

in by Swarafist speakers in the debate over a token cot in the supplementary demand of
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Rs. 75,000 for stationary and printing (transferred}. Dr. Subhaiayan. Chief Minister, 
reiterated his faith in handspinning and weaving industry as a welcome subsidiary occu­
pation to India’s millions and Baid that he could not do anything in the matter as cloths 
coming under the demand were made in jails with Indian mill yarn. Several members 
stressed the economic value of Khadder to the vast rural population in these days of 
famine. ,.  J

Replying to the debate Mr. T. E. Moir, Finance Member, made it clear that they 
had no prejudice against hand-spun yarn and hand-woven clothes. Possibilities of encourag­
ing such cloth would be explored if quality was found to be the same as that produced 
in jails. Handspinning was introduced even in jails in order to help tbo convict to 
earn a honest livelihood after their release.

The Motion was by leave withdrawn and the supplementary grant was agreed to. - The 
Council also voted the supplementary demand of Es. 12,000 for Ministers* travelline 
allowances. * -w. ®

Madras University Act Amendment Bill,
On the 29TH MARCH, Mr. S. Satyamurthi, member for the Uuiversity. moved 

for permission to introduce a Bill to amend the Madras University act, 1923, The 
amending bill proposed the number to b3 elected by registered graduates to the Senate 
to be raised from 30 to 40 and the repeal of the principle of proportionate representation 
I f  aa fe  allow normal voting to be the rule. It provides for the abolition of the council 
of affiliated colleges and doing away with the representation of District Boards on 
the Senate, . .  *

Before Mr, Satyamurthi rose, Mr. M. Krishnan Nair «Justicite” moved for the post­
ponement of the Biil on the ground of want of time to study provisions. Another 

JuatfcUe” member characterised the amending Bill as a piece of mischievous and 
vindictive legislation,
nr _Dr* Subbarayyan, Education Minister, said that he felt that an amendment of the 
Madras University Act was urgently called for, but he did not agree with all the 
provisions of the amending Bill, He left that question of postponement entirely in the 
hands of the House. * *

Several Swarajists protested against the motion for postponement and said that it was 
an attempt to strangle the Bill, The motion for postponement was then put and negatived.

On thei 30TH MARCH a Swarajist motion for the adjournment of the House 
to discuss the question of the acquisition of a farm belonging to the Andhra Ayurvedic 
t'narmacy at Avadi for the purposes of bousing the Malaya Emigration D. pot was with­
drawn on an assurance being given by the Revenue Member that the Madras Government 
viou.'u withdraw the acquisition proceedings.

Introducing his Biil to amend the Madras University Act of 1923. Mr. Salyamnrtbi 
member for the University, repudiated the suggestion that the Bill was the result of a 
conspm cy between himself and the Chief Minister. It was not a Government Bill
!^t6flr«r?dl% ? ader tbe.nam® of a Private Bill. It was not his intention to Brahminise 
the fc^ate. The amending Bill sought to expunge the elements of conflict.
v . Satya*nurthi was speaking Sir A. P. Fafcro, ex-Education Minister, referring
to the Bill, exclaimed “such trash.9

Satyamurthi sought the protection of the Chair and the Deputy President ruled 
that the word was not in order, upon which the ex-MiniBter withdrew the offending rfemark.

Dewan Bahadur Krishnan Nair, Justice Party, opposed the reading of the Bill on the
pound that its provisions were not calculated to further communal justice.

Several Swarajists and Independent members gave their unstinted support to the Bill 
f S i r  Mini8teri dcnied having bad to do anything with the drafting

ot tne Bill, Ho said that communal justice ought to be the watchword of the Council. The 
system of proportionate representation should be the rule and the reduction of gradual 
representation on the Senate was undesirable. He proposed to introduce the amending 
Bill in August, in which some of the desirable amendments of the present Bill miubf 

. embodied. , 811
The debate had not concluded when the Council rose for the day to meet on the next 

proro ued ' ^  Marcb when, after some discussion of the University Bill, the Council

4M*



T h e  U, P.  Leg i s la t ive  Counci l .
The Third Reformed United Provinces Legislative Council met at Lucknow on 

the IOTH JANUARY 1927. Out of a total of 123 members as many as 113 took 
the oath of allegiance to the Crown. The remaining ten members were absent.

The only item of business on this day's agenda was the election of the Council Presi­
dent. Rai Bahadur Lala Sitaram who held this office in the previous Council was unani­
mously re-elected and after he had been congratulated on his re-election by a number of 
speakers belonging to every party, the Council adjourned till the 24th January.

Discussion on Prohibition Resolution,
On the 25TH JANUARY there was a prolonged debate with considerable excitement 

on the resolution moved in  the Council by a Swara 1st member urging on the Government 
to speedily bring about a total prohibition of liquor and adopt local option.

An amendment was moved to this resolution recommending to the Government to 
bring about total abstinence (instead of prohibition) as speedily as possible and circulate 
the Bill embodying the principle of local option for public opinion. The heat of the 
debate was due to the fact that whereas the mover of the resolution and his supportersi 
mostly Swarajists and Nationalists, would have nothing short of prohibition, the mover 
of the amendment, his supporters and officials expressed the view that prohibition was 
not within the scope of practical politics. People could not be forced to give up liquor; 
but they could be educated to dread its use, The Government were doing their best to 
promote the cause of temperance. They had restricted hours of sale, reduced the number 
of shops by 42 per cent daring the last five years and had extended the sealed bottle 
system. Regarding consumption of country liquor, the Excise Minister pointed out that 
it had fallen down by nearly 60 per cent since 1920, Government's Excise revenue bad 
fallen down by nearly 60 lakhs in the course of these few years ; but the Government 
only felt gratified at this fall of revenue since it clearly showed that their Excise policy 
was bearing its fruits. There could be no better proof of sincerity of the Government's 
profession than that total abstinence was their goal.

Mr. G. Y. Cbintamani questioned the Government if they had any means short of 
prohibition the adoption of which could bring total abstinence. To this the official 
reply was that the Government hop jd that th*2 measures they had adopted since 1920, in 
other words, prohibitive excise duty, reduction in the number of shops, restriction in 
the hours of sale, were likely to lead to total abstinence.

After a prolorged discussion, the Council carried the amendment by 57 votes against < 
29, Thus the Swarajist resolution was defeated.

Abolition of Commissioner’s Posts.
On the 27TH JANUARY the Council by a majority passed a resolution recommending 

abolition of five ont of ten commissionersbips in the United Provinces. Supporters of the 
resolution including Mr. Cbintamani argued that tax-payers should not pay for the bad 
selection of District Officers, which was the main ground stated for the appointment of
Commissioners in the Province. ,  m . .

Sir Samuel O’Donnel pointed out that the appointments were necessary for efficient 
control over district administration which in the recent vears bad grown both in difficulty 
and complexity. Further, the Government of India naa definitely rnjed ont the question 
of abolition of all Commissionerships or of exact half. The Government was,. hojvever, 
prepared to consider if any particular post c* uld be reduced as it was hoped that the 
ncen t tenancy legislation would reduce substantially the number of revenue appeals.

Government Contribution to the Benares Hindu University.
Tho Council then adopted without division a recommendation to contribute to the*

Benares Hindu University a substantial grant-in-aid. The Education Secretary pointed 
out that it was an All-India institution.

Rural Development Scheme.
On the 28TH JANUARY, after the election of the representatives to three committees, 

Mr. Govind BalJabh Pant, Swarajist, moved the first resolution. It was a recora- 
jnendation to tfie Government to prepare a scheme for promoting primary and vocational
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education, sanitation, agriculture, cottage industries, co-operation, m ^ a  of communica­
tion and medical relief in the rural areas and to allot a definite amount annually for 
the above purposes for the next three years and to grant therefrom substantial additional 
aid to District Boards.

The debate took an interesting turn when member after member from the Govern- 
benches enlightened the Council with the activities of their departments. Nearly 

nil heads of departments in the Transferred side spoke on the resolution.
Sir Sam O’Donnell, the Finance Member, observed that their revenues increased 

very slowly. They were not suffering from lack of programme. He emphasised that 
co-ordination was necessary among the various nation-building departments. They were 
doing everything they could within their limited means. Unless and until the local 
oodles increased their resources, the Government would be able to do little.

After a day’s discussion the original resolution was carried. The Government 
uid not challenge a division.

Sir O. Walsh’s Attack on the Judiciary.
. Ojitk® 29TH JANUARY there was an unexpected development during question time 
in  the Counoil. Mr. 0 . Y. Chintamani drew the attention of the Government to the 
lollcwing sentence in the preface written by Sir Cecil Walsh, Acting Chief Justice of 
the High Court to a law book published from Allahabad :—“ I have been shocked by the 
number of cases of deliberate rascality both in the provincial judicial service and at the 
JRFf. Chintamani wanted to know if the Government had taken any steps to protect 

°mLCCr8 8erv3Ce and members of the bar from that vilification,
* The Nawab of Chatfcari, the Home Member, replied that the quotation should be 

read in its context. It was followed by the following sentence : “ There are black sheep 
in  every fold and there are rogues in every profession. They do not represent the bulk 
nor does their conduct discredit any one but themselves.” That, the Home Member 
pointed out, made it clear that Sir Cecil’s attack was not of a general nature. The pre­
face to the book was not written in his official capacity. The Government, therefore, 
saw no necessity to take any action, ^

waH a volI®y supplementary questions. Several members wanted to know 
if the Government would ask Sir Cecil to expunge the sentence from the next edition 
of the book and, failing that, if the Government would forward to-day’s questions and 
answers to Sir Cecil,

... Tbc Nawab of Cbattari, in reply, said that the Government was not agreeable to adopt 
eitner procedure, because in their opinion, there was no occasion for the Government 
to take any notice of the matter.

An Adjournment Motion,
. This reply was followed by a fresh crop of supplementary questions with the result 

fa Mr\Chintamani gave notice of a motion for adjournment of the House
to discuss the unsatisfactory nature of the Government’s reply.
afternoon 8ikaram rn^  ^ e  motion in order and it was taken up for discussion at 4 in the

movi®8 tbe adjournment, Mr. Chintamani remarked that the Home member’s 
®P ^bberately provocative. What harm was there in Government agreeing to

Sr*??* to expunge the sentence or at the worse to send the day’s proceeding to 
sir vecil Walsh. Was he to understand that Government shared Sir Cecil’# views in 
regard to the provincial judicial service. Deliberate rascality was a serious charge 
against Government servants and those officers certainly looked up to Government to 
protect them from such ungenerous attacks. There were 264 officers in the provincial 
judicial service and during the last six years not more than six officers were 00m- 
pulsorily made to resign on suspicion of having sold justice. Was that number shocking 
or did the author imply that there were more such corrupt men still in  service. 
The sentence was a deliberate affront to the entire service.

Mr. Chintamani was supported by several Swarajist and Nationalist members who 
wanted to know if the Government would have been equally impassive had Buch an ah-oMt 
been made against the Indian Civil Servioe.

Opposition to the Motion,
H.abibulIah. Magadnl Hasan and some other landholder members ounosed th« 
adjournment and said that the issue before the House was S h e S J  

SlrCeoil Walsh Jo writing the preface, but the attitude of the Home member la  
to certain questions. There was nothing to make a ettaw ato  o f f ® S E J l*®"“,°1 “f  *** “  m  w» «s s#Sll f t  sg s
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might have been strong, bat ho had condemned the black sheep alone and not the entire 
judicial service. It was the duty of the Government and also of the Council to protect 
and shield good, honest and upright men and not all and sundry including black sheep.

Kunwar Jagdish Prasad, the Education Secretary, said that the inner import of the 
eentence could not be Judged without reference to the context. In another passage of the 
same preface, Sir Cecil had praised the Indian system of promotion of judicial officers 
from the lowest rank to the highest. That clearly indicated that be did not hold 
an ugly view of the entire subordinate judicial service. Had he shared that view, he 
would never advocate the system of promotion of such officers to highest offices of res* 
ponsibility,. Members who were loudly clamouring against the Government to-day for 
not shielding their subordinate officers bad, on previous occasions, themselves stated in 
Council that corruption was rampant among the subordinate officials of the Government. 
The Education Secretary quoted the speeches of several members in previous debates to 
support this statement. The Council then adjourned.

B u d g e t  E s t i m a t e s  l o r  1 9 2 7 - 2 8 .
On the 4T£t MARCH after disposal of some minor business, the Hon’ble Sir Sam 

O’Donnell, the Finance Member, presented the provincial budget for the year 1927-28,
According to the Finance Member’s statement revenue and receipts inclusive of the 

opening balance in the budget year are expected to amount to Bs, 1,528 lakhs, whilst 
disbursements are estimated at Rs. 1,557 lakhs. There is, thus, after allowing for balance 
of Rs. 13 lakhs in famine insurance funds, a deficit of Rs. 39 lakhs. This estimate is of 
course independent of any remissions which the Government of India may make in 
provincial contribution. As, however, the Government of India has proposed to make 
a recurring remission of Rs. 99 lakhs and non-recurring remirsion of Rs. 52 lakhs, there 
is every hope that the deficit o f Rs. 39 lakhs will not only be wiped out altogether, but 
there will be a closing balance of Rs. 112 lakhs. If, however, the Assembly turns down 
the proposal for remission, this Government would have to borrow a  sum sufficient to 
cover deficit and to provide the closing balance.

Revised Estimates for 1926-27*
The budget of 1926-27 as originally presented to the Council provided for revenue 

amounting to Rs, 1,290 lakhs and receipts under debt heads amounting to Rs. 206 lakhs 
making with the opening balance as then estimated total receipts amounting to Rs. 1,575 
Jakbs. In  expenditure side there was provision for expenditure amounting to Rs. 1,288 
lakhs under revenue heads and Rs. 256 lakhs. The revised figures of 1926-27, however, 
differ materially from budget figures. In the first place* the opening balance of 1926-27 
is 26 and three-fourth lakhs leas than was anticipated when the budget for 1926-27 was 
prepared. Secondly, receipts during 1926-27 are better by Rs. 5 and half lakhs than 
the estimate and thirdly, disbursements daring 1926-27 are 28 and half lakhs more than 
the estimates and in consequence the closing balance of 1926-27 originally estimated at 
Rs. 65 and half lakhs has been reduced to Rs. 15 and three-fourth lakhs.

The revenue for the year 1927-28 is estimated at Rs, 1,291 lakhs and receipts under 
debt beads at Bs. 220 and three-fourth lakhs. Together with the opening balance of 
Rs. 15 and three-fourth lakhs and total revenue and receipts for 1927-28 amount to nearly 

u Rs, 1,528 lakhs. On expenditure tide, provision has been made for expenditure of 
Rs, 1,294 and half lakhs under revenue beads and Rs. 262 lakhs under debt heads. In  
other words, the budget for 1927-28 as presented to-day is a deficit budget; but in case 
the Government of India’s proposal for remission of provincial contribution is given effect 
to there will not only be so  deficit but a substantial closing balance and the Government 
will present in April supplementary estimates aggregating Rs. 51 and half lakhs, of which 
10 lakhs w ill be on account of reserved departments and Rs. 41 and half lakhs for 
transferred departments.

Provincial Debt Charges.
The Finance Member next made a detailed reference to  the debt position of the 

province. Provincial debt charges were now nearly one-eight of the total provincial 
expenditure. At the Reforms the Government took over two large debts; first, the old 
provincial loan account which amounted to 296 and two-third lakhs and the second the 
pre-reform irrigation debt of Bs. 1*219 and half lakhs. The latter debt represented 
capital cost of all canal systems in the province and is a type usually described as 
peimanent* that is to say, repayable entirely at the option of the borrower. The province 
tbps took over with the refonps a total debt of Rs, 1,516 lakhs. Up to the year 1027-23
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inclusive it had incurred further debt to the extent of Rs. 1,200 lakhs making a total 
of Be. 2,716 lakhs. The total interest and other charges on these debts in 1927-28 arc 
Bs. 166 lakhs.

In closing his statement Sir Sam whose term of office will conclude in the budget 
year, made some observations by way of retrospect and forecast. Daring the last 4 years, 
he said, the financial position of the province was never free from anxiety. Never­
theless the period had not been one of stagnation. Since 1923 enrolment in primary 
schools had risen by about 20 per cent. In vernacular middle schools from 46,000 to 
56,000, in secondary English schools from 5^,006 to 62,000, in Intermediate Colleges 
from 2,100 to 3.400 whilst the number of post-intermediato students had increased 
from 2,200 to 3,800. There were now 98 technical institutions under Industries Depart­
ment as against 37 in 1923 and the number of students was higher by nearly 83 per cent. 
In the Agricultural Department notable progress had been made in production and dis­
tribution of seeds, demonstration processes and extension of private farms. A health 
scheme had been introduced in 17 districts. Co-operative movements bad received special 
attention of late and a number of measures for improvement would shortly be carried 
out. Provincial roads were being reconstituted on modern lines and liberal grants had 
been made to the local bodies for improvement of sanitation and water-works.

V o t i n g  on B u d g e t  D e m a n d s .
Ministers’ Salaries Voted.

On the 11TH MABCH the first of the budget demands, the one under the head 
General Administration ” amounting to Bs, 1,07,39,448, was presented in the Council, 

As notice bad been given of as many as nine motions for redaction of Ministers’ salaries, 
there was a large attendance of members and the visitors7 gallery wa9 packed. Debate 
on the motion for omission of the demand in respect of Ministers’ salaries lacked interest 
and as was observed in the course of the ruling from the chair it contained an element of 
unreality.

Pandit Govind Ballabh PANT, Swarajist leader and mover, made it abundantly 
clear that bis motion had no direct concern with the personality or policy of the present 
Ministers, His protest was against the present constitutional defects. He wanted to 
end dyarchy in this province. He sincerely believed that his country would be served 
best by getting rid of all Ministers, Mr. Pant was supported by several Swarajists.

Bai Rajeswari BALI, Education Minister, in  reply, expressed his gratitude that 
■ 8 was constitutional and not personal. To have Ministers or not to have 

bad become a historical problem in Indian politics. It had been discussed 
tnreadbare and was responsible for the origin of different political parties. The whole 
country was divided on it. It would serve no useful purpose to reiterate the argu- 

In favour of or against dyarchy in tbiB Council, He for one would 
be glad to see the end of dyarchy. He and his colleague as long as three years ago 
naa expressed the same view in their minute before the Muddiman Committee, 
Indian opinion was all in favour of provincial autonomy. The reason that he and his 
colleagues continued to keep dyarchy living was that they did not believe in losing half 
the loaf in search of the whole one. Whatever defects dyarchy might have, it had to 
be admitted that since the reforms came into being there had been considerably advance 
jn the departments under the control of the Ministers in this province at least. The 
Council had concrete proofs before them in the shape of reorganised universities, popula­
rised district boards and in the progress made by the Departments of Industries and 
Agrloulture, He would like to know what Bengal and Central Provinces bad gained by 
getting rid of their Ministers, Not muoh apparently, since they had now retraced their 
steps and reconsidered their decision.

After some further debate the motion for omission of the provision for Ministers’ 
salaries was lost without a division. The House then adjourned.

Seduction of Commissioners’ Poets*
On the 12TH MABCH the Government sustained several defeats when the Council 

resumed and concluded voting of the demand under the head M General Administration ” 
The biggest cut effected was in respect of provision for the Commissioners’ establishment 
Mr. G. B, Pant, Swarajist Leader, who proposed a redact ion of Bs. 2 lakhs unrfnr 
head, urged t in  abolition of all commissionershipe or if tbat was not passible at iPnHf .  
considerable redaction in their number. The motion was opposed hv 1 *  
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was impossible to do without the Commissioners who had a number of functions to 
perform in regard to rent and revenue suits, and also in regard to municipalities and 
district boards administration.

Sir Sam O’Donnell, in opposing the motion, pointed out that a considerable reduc­
tion in number would result in the jurisdiction of the remaining Commissioners becoming 
too large and too unwieldy. The motion for reduction was adopted by 42 votes against 30.

Secretarial Establishment.
Another substantial cut of Rs. 33,000 was also adopted by 50 votes against 43_ 

on the motion of Mr. C, T, Chintamani in respect of the item concerning Secretariat 
establishment. The mover and his supporters urged the abolition of appoinments in the 
Department of the General Secretariat, m

Along with Mr, Hafiz Hidayat Hussain, Mr. Chintamani was also responsible for 
a token cut in respect of the Secretariat demand. This cut was effected in order to 
bring to the notice of the Government the1 desirability of having more Indians as 
Secretaries and Depnty Secretaries and also of the abolition of the post of the Chief 
Secretary.

Meeting Place of the Council,
Mr, Pant, Swarajist leader, moved for a nominal cut. to express the desire of the 

House to have the Council meeting at Nainital, This motion was adopted without any 
serious opposition from any quarter. The total reduction effected by the Council in 
respect of the demand under the head ‘f General Administration ” amounts to Rs, 2,58,131. 
The rest of the demand was voted.

Discussion on Police Demand.
On the 14TH MARCH, the business before the Council was voting on Police demand. 

One of the passages to which objection was taken b /th e  Council in the shape of a token 
motion for reduction expressed the grievance that the High Court seldom awarded the 
extreme penalty of law to persons found guilty of murder. In the course of the debate 
the Inspector-General said that he had no intention to attack the judiciary. He had 
only expressed his honest opinion. He admitted that the expression was unhappy and 
regretted having used it. Mr. Dodd expressed his regret for another passage in the 
annual report which run as follows :— “ And wild assertions of less responsible politicians 
regarding C. I. D. Factory of revolutionary crime was as baseless as they were stupid.” 
Mr, Dodd denied that the passage had any bearing on the Council discussions. He was 
sorry that it was liable to be so interpreted. Both those token cuts were withdrawn by the 
respective movers at the suggestion of the President who hoped that in view of Mr. 
Dodd's replies, the matter should be allowed to drop.

Reduction of D. I. G’s Posts.
A token cut was adopted in spite of the Government opposition with a view to 

reduce one of the four posts of Deputy Inspectors-General in the United Provinces, A 
motion for reduction of the O. I. D. demand by Rs. 25,000 was rejected by 48 votes to 35.

Protection to the Maharaja of Nabha.
Reference was then made supporting the motion for a token cut under the bead 

C. I. D, by lhakur Manjit Singh that the Maharaja Sabeb of Nabba, now a citizen 
of i t h ia  Dun, sent a petition to the district authorities of Dchra Dun that he was 
being suijectid to a m ysttikus tum ilJance ly  certain unknown persons suspected 
to le  the sgtnts of his cm my, a weliknown prince of the Punjab, it is said Patiala,

The Hcn'ble the President Does the Hon'ble Member suggest who the persons 
shadowing His Highness actuallj are? Are jon  referring to Patiala ? ’ _

Mr Manjit Singh I only want to say that the persons are suspected to be the 
agents of his enemy. I cannot, however, say who they actually are. They may even be 

‘ C; 1 D men of the Government for aught 1 know.
* Xhakur Manjit Singh then went in to say that the life and honour of His 

Hiebness his wife, and children were in danger. He asked the district authorities to 
aflord him necessary protection in his present condition of enforced helplessness but no 
Action has so far been taken on the petition which has caused a sensation throughout the 
country Thakur Manjit Singh said that it was the duty of the head* of the Police 
Department in the province to make adequate and suitable provision for the protection of 
life and honour of His Highness. The House then adjourned.

On the 15TH MARCH discussion of the police demand in the budget for 1927-28 
was resumed and concluded, The C. I. D. came in for a considerable amount of criticism
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on a token motion for redoction. Several Swarajist members advised the Government 
to ask the C. I. D. to direct its attention to detection of crimes instead of wasting its 
energies on shadowing political workers and Swarajist members of the Council.

Pundit G. B. Pant. Swarajist leader, referred to the arrest of a number of Congress­
men in connection with the Kakori conspiracy case and their subsequent release with­
out trial. The Pandit wanted to know what steps the Government bad taken against 
0 , 1. D. Officers who were responsible for those useless arrests; Another Swarajist mem­
ber wanted to know what steps the 0 . 1. D. had taken to aprohend persons who were 
said to be a menace to the life of the ex-Mhharaja of Nabha and his family and about 
whom the Maharaja had made an application to the District Magistrate of Dehra |W ||

Mr. R. J. Dodd, Inspector-General of Police, opposing the motion, assured the mem­
ber that nobody was being shadowed by the C. I* D. because of his political views or 
activities. He challenged the member to bring specific instance of such activity on the 
part of the 0 , 1. D. to his notice. In regard to the ex-Maharaja of Nabha, there were no 
reasons to believe that there was any danger whatsoever to his life. The motion for redoction 
of 0 , 1, D. demand was rejected by 42 votes to 39. All the motions for reduction of 
Police demand except two minor ones which were accepted by the Council were one 
after another rejected by the House by a large majority and most often without 
any division. There was an incident towards the close of to-day’s meeting when there 
was a walk-out and subsequent walk-in by several members belonging to the Nationalist 
P*Tty.

The Walk-out Episode.
Mr, C .Y . Chintamani, leader of the Nationalist Party, moved a token reduction and 

expressed his doubt if the province got 16 annaa for every rupee spent on the Police 
Force. A curious characteristic of the U. P. Police he said was to refuse investigation 
in a large number of cases. In 1924 they refused investigation in 22,940 cases and in 
1926 in 23,401 cases. The percentage of refusal was 20*6 and 20-2 respectively. The 
corresponding figures for 1924 was Madras 2*4, Bombay 1*8, Punjab 3*4, Burma 4 3, 
Behar 4*6 Assam 6 and C. P. 85*7. Again, in regard to recovery of stolen property U, P. 
had an average of 11*7 while* All-India average was 14 in the year 1924.

Mr. Mukandilal, Deputy President, whe was in the chair at this stage, remarked 
that the House has enough figures and it was time the speaker stated the iactB, Mr. 
Chintamani replied he would only deal with the figures for once and leave the facts 
to other members and he proceeded to deal with further statistics. Mr. Mufcandilal inter­
vened again and remarked that the speaker had been quoting figures for the last 16 
minutes and he would be allowed only 2 minutes to conclude his speech. There was a  
presidential ruling fixing the time limit of 16 minutes for every speech. Mr. Chinta- 
mani retorted that under no rules the President had any right to fix the time limit for 
this discussion.

The Deputy President again ruled that he would allow only 2 minutes more.
Mr. Chintamani said:—-As a protest against this unauthorised ruling of yours, I shall 

•top my speech.
With these remarks Mr. Chintamani sat down and shortly afterwards left tho Chamber 

followed by all Nationalist members. Later in the afternoon when Lala Sitaram, Presi­
dent, came back to the chair, the matter was brough to his notice. He regretted that 
his Deputy had misunderstood a ruling of his and had under a misapprehension stitied 
the debate. The Chair, however, must be given some privilege and indulgence and must 
receive hearty co-operation from members. He hoped the unhappy episode would now 
end. Mr, Chintamani and his followers thereupon returned to the House but took no 
part in the debate.

The Council then adjourned until the 22nd March,
Voting on Irrigation Demand.

After one week’s respite the U. P. Council reassembled on the 22ND MARCH to vote 
the budget demands. Attendance was poor and debates lacked both heat and interest. 
Towards the close of the day’s meeting, Mr. Mukandilal, Deputy President, who at that 
hour occupied the chair, made a reference to the episode of the Nationalists exodus from 
the Council on Tuesday last as a protest against his (Deputy President’s) ruling about 
Mr, Chintamani’c speech and the time limit, Mr, Mukandilal made it clear that his 
ruling was based on a misunderstanding for which he was sorry and be assured the 
House that he had not the slightest intention to stifle debate when he reminded Mr 
Chintamani of the time limit. *

The demand under discussion on this day was under the head expenditure of irrigation 
works charged to revenue which amounted to Be, €1,45,000. By 31 totes to 29 the
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motion for substantial redaction of the demand by Rs. 1 lakh was adopted by the Council 
in respect of the item concerning establishment charges.

Discussion of the demand was yet in progress when the Council adjourned for the day.
Constitutional Issue Raised.

fijfij | t e  23RD MARCH the Council concluded the discussion of the irrigation demand. 
Attendance of non-official members was poor, but there was some heat in to-day’s debate, 
more particularly once when Mr. Chintamani raised a constitutional issue whether or 
not Irrigation should be a transferred subject and placed under the control of the Minister 
of Agriculture in order to facilitate co-ordination of work.

Sir Sam O’Donnell, Finance Member, expressed the view that the Provincial Council 
was not the proper forum for the discussion of a large constitutional issue, namely dis- 
fcribution of various subjects between the reserved and transferred sides of the Government. ' 
The Indian constitution was neither made nor amended by the Local Government but by 
Parliament* The best place for such discussions was the Assembly in India and the 
House of Commons elsewhere. Sir Sam’s statement led Pandit N. Gurtu to raise a 
point of order.

Rai Bahadur Lala Sitaram, President, doubted whether a constitutional matter of 
grave importance could be raised in connection with the budget demand in such a hasty 
manner and be voted upon without sufficient discussion. I t  was a matter of common 
knowledge that India as a whole demanded provincial autonomy, in other words, transfer 
of all departments to the control of Ministers. He would not say that a grave constitu- 
tional matter could not be discussed at all in connection with a particular demand ; but 
such discussion must be particularly restricted or else ijb would give rise to side-tracking 
and constitutional discussion would recur with intolerable frequency in connection with 
each and every budget demand.

Mr, Chintamani’s motion for a token reduction was carried without division.
Administration of Jails.

On the 24TH MARCH the Jail demand came up for discussion. The Nawab of Chattari.
OT, \ f antJ°f E,8- 8*>18«C40 nuder the head « Jails and Convict 

settlements briefly reviewed the administration of the department during the current 
year. At the outset, he admitted that constructive criticisms in the Council on various

rr P“ « ble if°r 8 n,nmber of reforms in jail administration. He was, there- 
fore, grateful to non-official members and welcomed their attacks. Revision of the Jail 
M anualw hich  had been undertaken during the tenure of office of the Maharaja of 
Mahomedabad was very nearly complete and would soon be published. Sundays were 
now complete holidays m jails except for essential services and ten days holidavs were 
given for important religious festivals during the year. In 1925 arrangements were mad* 
to purchase grain on who esale basis with the result that the quality of grain had
greatly improved Oil mills of improved type had not been supplied and prisoners were 
not made to work for more than 14 days at a stretch on oil mills unless they volunteered 
to do so. Buies had been framed to provide special diet for prisoners to whom ordffiary 
diet was found unsuitable. Arrangements bad been made for better segregation o f temaZ 

!? m jPtfd 3818 Bnd f?f raqreased number of female warders! The Government 
*° OP* j  ! ° Cf tlonaL BCh°ol in âils t0 impart training in carpentry,

H «lth  nfBn?”d d,e,Dg- TheM wa8 Blso » proposal to build a new Central JaU 
of prison population was excellent, mortality rate being almost the

n , °ent- ?f. prm^n!f8 110(1 gained in weight in 1920 whereas only about
Natoi Jail" b#d 1 Weighfc’ The Qo'?ernment had a scheme for e lectriz in g  Agra and

Nearly hundred motions for reduction of jail demand had been tabled, bnt most of 
the ̂  reductions _ proposed were of a token nature and were not pressed. There was a 
prolonged debate on the question of transportation of Bbantns (criminal tribe of Bohil- 

^hdamans, A number of non-official members protested against the 
present policy of transportation of Bbantns, but in the end motions for omission of the 
item concerning transfer of Bhantus to Andamans was negatived by 43 votes to 39.

Reforming Criminal Tribes.
There was another Interesting debate on the motion for token reduction where the 

taBne involved was thatthe task of reforming criminal tribes mostly oomposed of depressed
^ ^ f ± L ‘he°Uld «ntrn8^ d to Arya Samaj and other Hindu organisations and 
to the Salvation Army. The motion was adopted without division,
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Discussion on Jail Demand.
On the 25TH MARCH the Council concluded discussion of the Jail demand and 

also voted the demand under the head Public Works and Civil Works. Two token reduc­
tions were adopted to-day by the Council in respect of the Jail demand. On one motion 
the issue involved was the appointment of a jail commission to enquire into the complaints 
regarding diet and dress in prisons. The motion was adoped without division, Mr, Zahur 
Ahmed, proposer of the other token reduction, wanted the Government to issue telegraphic 
instructions to all jails in the province to1 the effect that Muslim prisoners observing 
last should not be given bard labour during the remaining twelve days of the Ramsan* 
lh e  Government reply was sympathetic but the Government refused to issue telegraphio 
instructions. The reduction motion was adopted by 53 votes against 25.

Publio Works Demand.
The Public Works demand was voted in its entirety. The Nationalist members 

moved for reduction of the provision in respect of additions and alterations to the three 
Government houses at Lucknow, Allahabad and Nainital, but their reduction motion was 
negatived by a large majority of votes and the demand voted in toto. In presenting the 
demand for Publio Works, Nawab Yusuf, Minister in charge, stated that in view of the 
complexity and urgency of the problem of communications and transport in the province^ 
tne local Government had deoided to continue their policy of road reconstruction on a  
wide scale at a total cost of about one crore and a half.

Education Minister’s Speech,
. 9 ?  II?  MARCH Sir Samuel O’Donnell, Finance Member, informed the bouse 

a the current meeting of the Council would terminate with the disposal of supplementary 
estimates on the 2nd April and that the Council would meet next at Nainital.
»m,- . . m1ne* ^ ftB upable to give the exact date or duration of the Nainital meeting,
a r a n S ? !  tbe Connell to-day was voting of the education demand
suhst.nH™ 17,2>04'46^  Notice had been given of over 200 motions for token and
the agam8t the demand j but of them barely 40 were discussed to-day,

tion motion was°accept^by^ha * * * * *  * *  * * * * *  * * * '
Droomw of Minister of Education, in presenting the demand reviewed tbe
that tkifl c  fcbe Provtace during the current year. At the outset he regretted
th* ^Par a under education did not compare very favourably with that of
tn Tlje budSefc was framed in January when this Government waa face
all r °  f  huge deficit. Allotment for new items of expenditure in the budget for 
l»ii»,Aran8terrcd i c ârfcmen!s amoonted in the aggregate to five lakhs of which half a 
fittnr<r,aB|eaJm*pr ̂ ôr ^^ncafcion department. Half a lakh was a disappointing 
tn atM fiiw i t r  OA1 ^ mi8Bi°n of contribution promised by the Government of India 
\ahan ,8ec! ™ morc would be allotted to tbe Education department on 2nd April
in t-h« tt*t p e“ entary estimates would be presented. Figures of educational expenditure 

• . ce. W  reforms presented interesting reading. In 1920 it stood at one 
Hri ® an.d nmo lakho8* - In 1921 it went up to one crore and 54 lakhs.. In  1922 it  

iJK f <̂ orc Iakhs. In 1923 it went up again to one crore 52 lakhs and one 
thpn> -r m- 1 -• Besides these amounts spent from the provincial (exchequer
AanTao etr .en^owmen,B and donations aggregating over one crore. These

6 t M*n‘8̂ ®r pointed out, showed that since the reforms there had been some 
expansion in regard to education at least.

University Education.
to S t c r i t i c i s m  that there was growing expenditure on University education
of Vrtmwy education, the Minister agreed that primary education waa
nlfivpd o P°rtaDoe» a* the same time it could not be ignored that University education 
thn tt p^*ik j  development of the nation. I t  was &aid that Universities in
Minicfl- ^  *° Brow into centres of creative thought. To such critics tbe
F S  L?v,° d S ° ln \ ont lhe recent o£ *>r. M, N. Shaba of Allahabad as a

S f §  Society. An important event of the current year, the Minister 
Wats 5 Ta8 owation o£ the Agra University. This 5th University in the province 
H 10 ®P«n new spheres of educational activity, Mr. K. t \  Kichiu, Deputy Director 
thafcluCa« n* kft8 ®̂en aPPol»ted special officer to bring the University into existence so 
school 6̂ ? I8* cxatQ n̂ati°nB could be held in 1928, Referring to the policy of high 
in  fop an<* *ntermet^ate education inaugurated in 1921, the Minister said that it had oema 

f  ®®yere crjUcism, but the Government was decided upon giving it  a fair trial before

AM
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making any radical alterations. In his opinion ail Ministers had to build up sound 
traditions of administration in Transferred departments and they should work against 
rapid changes of policy from one Minister by his successor and against excessive indi- 
vidualism. Regarding the need of imparting physical training to the students, the 
Government were tackling the question in two ways, one of which was the introduction 
of a new scheme of medical inspection as an experimental measure in cities.

Primary Education.
Coming to primary education, the Minister said that it  had been made compulsory 

in altogether 25 municipalities. The committee which had been appointed to enquire 
into the progress of primary education amqng Muslims and other backward communities 
had lalely submitted its report which was under the consideration of the Government. In 
concluding his speech, the Minister referred to the Marris College of Hindustani music 
which has made good progress since it was started last year. The college filled an 
obvious blank in the present education system. The idea of a picture gallery at Lucknow 
still remained to be translated into action.

Voting of Education Demand,
On the 28TH MARCH the education demand of Rs. 1,79,01,464, less Re. 1 for which 

amount a reduction motion was adopted was voted by the Council, The issue involved 
in the token reduction was the question of grant to Benares and Aligrah universities 
from the provincial exchequer. Non-official opinion was solidly in favour of substantial 
grant to those two institutions but Sir Samuel 0  Donnell on behalf of the Government 
stated that the two all-India universities were primarily the concern of the Govern­
ment of India and not of the provincial Government. This Government could provide 
for grants to them only after it had discharged its financial res pons ibil ties to all provin­
cial subjects. After a prolonged \lcbate the token motion was adopted without division.

A Heated Debate.
There was a heated debate on Pandit G. B. Pant’s motion for substantial reduction in 

the provision for Roorkee College of Engineering. Among other things, Pandit Pant 
urged reduction in and Indianisation of the personnel of the college staff.

Mr. C. Y. Chintamani, ex-Minister, supported the motion. This support was the 
immediate cause of heat in the debate.

Kunwar Jagdieh Prasad, Education Secretary, quoted some facts and figures and said 
that Mr. Chintamani while in office did litle either to reduce the staff or to indianise 
it. Once out of office he was criticising his successor for not doing what he himself when 
in power never cared to do. The Education Secretary in his turn was subjected to a 
violent attack by Pandit Iqbal Narayan Gurtu for having taken up that particular line 
of argument. Mr. Gurtu blamed the Education Secretary of foul play, lack of discipline 
and judgment for his attack on his former chief, Mr. Chintamani, who could not pos- ' 
Bibly take any further part in the debate and was therefore debarred from the right of 
reply. Mr. Gurtu in connection wanted to know whether the Ministers after they 
vacated the office should not be immune from criticisms of the S cretaries who had 
worked under them.

Kai Bajeswar Bali, Minister of Eduction, was sorry that owing to some misunder­
standing between Mr. Chintamani and the Education Secretary some unpleasantness 
had been created. Heat in the debate was not due to any difference of opinion in regard 
to the question of policy, but solely due to regrettable personal misunderstanding. He 
earnestly hoped that the personal affair would be allowed to rest where it was and not 
pursued futber.

The motion was rejected by 52 votes sgainst 42.
European Education,

Pandit G. B. Pant also criticised the grant to European Bbools. He said that on 
the basis of population Government spent nearly 100 times more on European education 
than on the education of the people of the land.

Mr, A. H. Mackenzie pointed out that there was not a single European school main- 
tained solely by the Government. All European schools in the province were aided 
institutions and the basis of aid was the same as in the case of Indian schools. The 
amount of grant was equal to and in the case of European schools was less than the 
ftttount raised from private sources. The endeavour of the European community as a 
whQle on behalf cf education was great. There were generous donations and also 
voluntary work from missionaries. I f  the proportionate expenditure per head was 
great it was because of the smallness in the number of scholars in European schools.
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The Government never showed any partiality to European schools in the matter of grants- 
in-aid. The motion was not voted upon when the guillotine was applied and the Council 
adjourned.

Discussion on Land Revenue.
On the 29TH MARCH the Council reassembled to discuss the Land Revenue demand 

amounting to Rb. 88,83,718, The agenda contained nearly a hundred motions for 
reduction of the demand but only seven of them could be disposed of to-day. The House 
divided three times in the course of the'day and on every occasion the Government 
sustained defeat. The worst defeat was in connection with the Swarajist motion for 
omission of the item of Rs. 9,23,742 concerniog survey and settlement. There was a 
prolonged and animated debate on the motion, the issue being the withdrawal by 
the Government of the Land Revenue Bill during its second reading at Nainital. 
The Government policy was severely criticised by a large number of non-official members. 
The motion for omission of the item was eventually adopted by 64 votes to 21.

All Demands Agreed To.
On the 80TH MARCH the Council concluded the voting on the budget demands. |n  

the course of twelve days that were allotted for consideration of budget provision, 
the Council managed to discuss demands under seven out of thirty-two major 
heads. Of them, five, namely, general administration, land revenue, irrigation, police 
and jails were in the reserved group and only two, namely, education and public works, 
in the transferred group of subjects. All the undiscussed demands had not however an 
easy passage. When after the guillotiue had been applied at 5 p.ra. to-day they were 
put from the chair there were vigorous attempts to vote some of them out altogether. 
The first item that the Council would not readily agree to vote amounted to Rs. 18,26,800 
and  ̂represented charges against the famine insurance fond. During the general dis­
cussion on the budget several members had protested against exploitation of the famine 
insurance fund for payment of irrigation interests. Apparently to record that proteat 
very emphatically the Nationalist and Swarf jisfc members shouted out M No** when the 
question was put in regard to this demand. The House divided on the question and the 
demand was eventually granted by 47 against 30 votes. The next attempt at total 
refusal was directed against provision for public works and other outlay not charged 
to revenue. The grievance of the Opposition as voiced during the general discussion 
was that Government should not utilise borrowed money either for construction of police 
buildings or for reconstruction of roads. The House divided when the question was 
put and voted the demand by 44 votes against 31, Mr. B. G. Pant, Swarajist leader, 
challenged the provision for expenditure in England and once again the House divided. 
The demand was voted by 42 against 32, There was yet another division when the demand 
under the hea l of account interest on debt was put before the House, In this instance, 
too, the Council agreed to grant provision, but voting was slightly different, figures 
being 42 for and 83 against, The Council then adjourned to meet again on the 2nd April.

Voting on Supplementary Grants,
On the 2ND APRIL the Council assembled to consider the demands for supplementary 

grants for the year 1927-28. The budget as originally presented provided for a deficit 
of nearly Rs. 40 lakhs bat because of the remission of the provincial contribution not 
only has the deficit been completely wiped off but there is in fact a surplus (of over one 
crore and twelve lakhs. Partially to utilise that surplus the Government presented 
to-day supplementary estimates aggregating nearly Rs. 52 lakbs of which nearly 42 
lakhs are for transferred services and about Rs. 10 lakhs for reserved services* On the 
transferred^ section education alone claims nearly Rs. 19 lakhs, agriculture about Rs. 7 
lakhs, and industries a little over Rs. 2 lakhs. Notice had been received for as many as 
515 motions to omit or reduce the amounts of demands for supplementary grants. ,

The Finance Member’s Statement.
Immediately after question time Sir Samuel O'Donnell, Finance Member and Leader 

of the House, made the foil wing statement:
“ We had hoped that supplementary estimates would b® disposed of in a single day. 

Judging from our past experience that was a reasonable anticipation. Yesterday we 
received motions for reduction and they total over five hundred. It is clear, Therefore, 
that our anticipations were mistaken. Further we have reason to believe that it will 
be v«iry inconvenient to many members to return after the Id holidays. Therefore, it 
has been decided that any supplementary estimates that we shall not finish to-d&y will 
stand over till the next meeting of the council which will be held in the month of June 
S  Nainital,

tffc®)
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H. E. The Governor’s Message.
The President next read out the following message from H. E. Sir William Marris 

to the Legislative Council
««The Governor wishes to congratulate the members of the Legislative Council upon 

the termination of the present budget session for- the consideration which it has given 
to the public business of the province during a session which, owing to the inconvenient 
occurrence of holidays, has involved greater demands than usual upon the time of the 
members. He is indebted to the Council for having provided the funds necessary to carry 
on the administration for the ensuing year and to place the provincial finances upon a 
satisfactory basis. For reasons stated by the fjon’ble the Finance Member it has been 
decided that any supplementary estimates which are not disposed of to-day shall stand 
over till the next meeting of the council which it is the Governor’s intention tô  summon 
in Nainital in Jane. The Governor hopes that by the next budget session it may be 
possible for the Council to meet in comparative cimfort in the new Council Chamber,
The Governor declares that the Legislative Council is hereby prorogued with effect from 
the termination of this day’s session until such further date as may in due course be 
announced”.

Deputy-President’s Salary.
Not much business could be transacted in to-day’s meeting of the Council owing to 

unnecessarily prolonged debates on motions of minor importance. This was due to a 
grievance among the SwarajiBt and Nationalist members at the allotment of a single 
day for the consideration of the supplementary estimates totalling over half a crore.
An additional cause of grievance was that unlike as in previous years no days had 
been fixed for non-official business during the budget session. After H. E. the Governor’s 
message to the Council had been conveyed by the President, Sir Samuel O’Donnell, 
the Finance Member, presented the Bill to amend the U. P. Deputy-President’s Salary 
Act. The object of the Bill was to obtain the sanction of the Council for certain 
concessions which might be made to him in respect of travelling allowances for journeys 
undertaken by him with the previous approval of the Local Government. Mr. Chintamanf 
moved an amendment substituting the word “ President” for “ Local Government.”
The amendment was adopted and the Bill as amended was passed.

Spinning in Jails.
The Council next proceeded to discuss supplementary estimates. The demand under 

the head * Jails* was first taken up. There were several attempts from Swarajist and 
Nationalist benches to postpone the consideration of the supplementary estimates alto­
gether but the President ruled all such motions out and the House proceeded to discuss 
the jail demand. The supplementary estimate under this head was brought to make 
provision for the establishment of vocational schools in central jails for instruction in ; 
handicrafts to suitable prisoners. A Swarajist Member moved a token cut and wanted 
to know what kind of vocational training was going to be given to prisoners. More than 
twenty speeches followed in which various suggestions were made but the speakers 
mostly supported the scheme of the Government. The closure was at last applied by 
&4 votes against 42. The Home Member replying said that the subjects to be taught to 
the prisoners were weaving, dyeing, carpentry and blacksmithy. The Swarajists wanted 
to add spinning to the list of subjects. The House divided on this question with the 

M result that Swarajists gained their point by 50 votes to 41,
Special Pay for Medical Officer.

Another motion for redaction of the jail demand was dismissed in the course of 
the day. The item concerned in the motion related to provision for special pay for a 
medical officer who had specialized in the treatment of tuberculosis to be {placed in 
charge of Sultan pur Jail where tubercular prisoners wera all segregated. The mover of 
the reduction objected to tubercular prisoners being kept at Sultanpur Jail and urged 
that they should be sent to Bhowall or Almorah. Numerous speeches in support followed 
the same lino. The Hon. the Nawab of Chattari, Home Member, pointed out that the 
provision in the budget was not for the establishment of a new prison for tubercular 
prieoners but to specially remunerate any medical officer who would be placed in charge 
of the existing jail. If funds were available the Government would readily consider 
the question of erecting a prison for such convicts in some healthy spot in the hillB ; but 
that was not the issue before the House. The motion for reduction was eventually put 
and rejected by 51 votes to 34 and the Council was prorogued. The remaining demands 
^ere taken up at Nainital in Jnne next. (For Proceedings See V ol II.)
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T h e  Pun j a b L e g  i s l a t i v e  Counci l .
The third Reformed Punjab Legislative Council met on the 3RD JANUARY 1927 

at the Council Chamber, Lahore, for swearing in of new elected and nominated members.
Of 98 members more than 90 took oath one after the other and it took them three-quarters 
of an hour to do so. No other business was transacted and the Council adjourned till 
the next day when the election of the President took place. Khan Bahadur Choudhuri 
Sahabuddin was declared duly elected President of the Council and Sardar Bata Singh 
as its Deputy President. The Council then adjourned sine die.

Three Ministers Appointed.
H . E. the Governor of the Punjab appointed the following as Ministers to ad­

minister the Transferred Departments in the Punjab :— Agriculture, Excise and Public 
Works—Sardar Jogendra Singh ; Education and Industries—Mr. Manoharlal; Local Self- 
Government, Medicine and Sanitation—Mr, Malik Ferozekhan Nun.

In the last two Councils there were only two Ministers, but this time the Governor 
appointed a third Minister. Thus all the three communities were represented in 
the Ministry, the Sikh, the Hindu and the Muslim. Sardar Jogendra Singh was re­
appointed, and Mr. Manoharlal was appointed in place of Rai Sahib Chaudbri 
Chhoturam, Education Minister, who was not re-appointed. The third portfolio was 
created for a Muslim Minister and Malik Ferozckhan Nun was appointed to hold the 
charge of this portfolio.

There was a strong agitation amongst the Punjab Mussulmans and in  the local Muslim 
press during the last two weeks for the appointment of a Muslim Minister and this senti­
ment was voiced by the Muslim League at its recent session in Delhi. Mr. Malik 
Ferozckhan is a young Barrister practising in the Lahore High Court and had been> 
thrice elected to the Reformed Punjab Council. Mr. Manoharlal was a member of the first 
Reformed Punjab Council when he was its Deputy President.

The Governor’s Opening Address.
The next meeting of the Council took place on the 28TH FEBRUARY when H is 

Excellency the Governor of the Punjab addressed the members of the Council. His 
Excellency, after welcoming the members, referred to the changes in the people’s minds 
brought about by the Reforms scheme and the influence that the new Councils had everted 
on the public and the general courao of administration.

Explaining bis motive in appointing a third Minister, he said that be had found in  
the hiBtory of the Punjab Council many of the beginnings of genuine party spirit, but 
definite formation on party lines bad constantly been obscured by the influence of other 
issues, at one time by the after results of the non-co-operation or the Khilafat move­
ment, at another . by agitation among the Sikhs and so forth.

Continuing His Excellency said : “  It was because I felt that though there were 
beginnings of party life in the Council, the divisions had, nevertheless, not crystalised 
finally on party lines that I took last December the course of adding a third; Minister to ; 
the Punjab. I believed that in the present state of thingB when the Punjab was still 
feeling its way to definite party system it  would be a real advantage to have as early as 
possible all the main elements represented in the Government.” Proceeding, the Governor 
said ct My hope was to secure for the Punjab at so interesting and active a period of 
of its development a Ministry constituted on such basis that no important section could 
complain that its interests were likely to be disregarded and lastly I hoped that by 
widening somewhat the basis of administration I should make some contribution towards 
the ̂  stilling of communal difference, at all events m the political sphere. The present 
session w ill show how far l  have correctly assumed that there exists in this Connell a 
genuine desire to unite in promoting ordered and harmonious progress in the province, 
a desire strong enough to induce various sections to abate something of their mutual 
differences in order to secure the greater good of the whole. It is no mean ideal, yet it 
is not one which in  truth asks of any man to make an unreasonable sacrifice.

Referring to other problems of administration, the Governor said in respect of 
crime the provinoe was returning to the normal, but icommuu&l differences were still 
being deliberately exploited and fomented. There seemed to be one clear feature of the 
present situation. Communal feeling nowhere reached a real state of tension and nowhere



manifested itself in any dangerous form unless there had been keen activity in the com­
munal press or on those disreputable platforms where this form of excitement was 
purveyed to the public. “ It is a distressing feature of affairs to-day” said the Governor,
‘‘ that ordinary men of each community were not allowed to live at peace and find their 
own adjustments. Mischief comes from above and not from below. I cannot judge of 
the truth of the rebuke sometimes brought against the Punjab that it supports the worst 
communal press in India; but I should pity any other province which could show so 
many examples of indecent virulence. Of all infernos which the imagination of mankind 
has painted, surely the deepest and the most dreadful hell must, be reserved for those 
whose only claim to consideration on the day of judgment will lio m the plea that they 
have damned the faith of others. We have warned and we have prosecuted; we have 
made direct attempts at conciliation; but this is a matter in which one well directed 
movement of public opinion would far outweigh any effort which the Government can 
make or any effect which it can produce. In all sincerity, l  ask for the assistance here 
of members of this Council and for the exercise of the influence which they comma .d
outside its walls ^ .. ... . . .

in  conclusion His Excellency hoped the members of the Council will realise that
the life of the Council had reached one. of those critical stages which in ancient medicine 
would have betn called climacteric ; for it  is the work of this Council which would come 
under the direct observation and view of the Statutory Commission.

No-confidence Motion.
Dr. Mahomed Alam, Leader of the Nationalist Party, then moved a resolution express* 

inc want of confidence in the three Ministers in charge of the Transferred departments 
of the Punjab Government. Before the mover had made bis speech and the motion was 
discussed in the House, the President requested the members who weie in favour of leave 
being granted fcc stand in their places. As less than 30 members stood up in favour 
of the motion, leave was not granted to discuss the resolution. Only 24 members supported 
the discussion of the motion and the announcement by the President that leave had 
not been granted by the Council was received amidst cheers of Ministerialists.

T h e  B u d g e t  f or  1 9 2 7 - 2 8 .
Sir Geoffrey De Montmorency, Finance Member, then presented the budget estimates 

of the Punjab for the year 1027-28, When Sir Geoffrey concluded his speech he was
greeted with cheers from ail sides of the House. [1M(T OQ1

According to budget estimates the balance of all accounts at the c.ose of 1927-28 is 
expected to be Re. 43 lakhs. Rs. 1,173 lakhs of ordinary revenue expenditure and Rs. 252 
lakhB of capital expenditure will be met during the year. Ordinary revenue account and 
insurance fund accounts w ill show plus balances of Rs. 21 and 41 lakhs respectively at 
the close oi the year. Latter balance includes the appropriation of Rs. 15 lakbs out of 
revenue to the revenue reserve fund which will stand at Rs, 20 lakhs on 1st April 1927,

Receipts.
In ordinary Tevcnue account receipts arc estimated at Be, 1,113 lakhs or 36 lakhs 

less than the original estimates of 1926-27. Decrease is due to the remission of Rs. 17 
lakbs in taxation announced in June last, an increase of Rs. 14 and half lakhB in irriga- 
tion, woiking charges and a fall under excise of Rs. 4 and half lakhs. Allowance has 
also been made ior expected contraction in the area under cotton on account of fall m 
i rices, Oidinary revenue expenditure is estimated to be Rs. 1,173 lakbs or Rs. 10 lakhs 
in excess of modified grant of the present year. Chief increases are Rs. 5 and 
under Civil administration, Rs. 7 lakhs in beneficent departments and 1- lakhs id P, W, D. 
Substantial portion of increase is to be devoted to improvements in the administration 
of jails, agriculture, education, industries, provincialieation of hospitals and com- 
xnunications.

Expenditure.
Steady progress in the development of nation-building activities generally is provided 

for under capital expenditure. The main objects of estimated expenditure of Rfi. 262 
lakhs are Hydro-electric Scheme, Sutlej valley irrigation project and communications in  
Nili Bar It is hoped to finance the year’s programme mainly from the proceeds of the 
past and future salts of Government lands though ordinary revenue account shows a 
balance at the close of the year. The rate of increase in expenditure has recently been
greater than the rate of increase in income. , u

In presenting the budget, the Finance Member pointed out that though irrigation 
scheme promised sure additions to the permanent revenue within a few years, yet mean-
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th® 8rowlh °f spending activity shall not outran the 
r r ? * lhB t6 l  W h h  res1ourcf8 e*Pand- No remissions of taxation are proposed

mav hav/to  h ffta ti ®nBn0‘n8 _ the capital projects. A small loan of about Bs. 30 lakhs 
may have to be taken from the Government of India towards the close of the year 1927-28 

The Council then adjourned till the 5th March. -

V o t i n g  o n  B u d g e t  D e m a n d s .
Provision For Beggars.

° n ‘h0 5tV nd 6th j ® f oh the Connci! devoted its whole time to the discussion 
w the Budget. Voting on Budget demands co i menced on the 8TH MARCH when the 
uovtrmnent’s demands for grants came up for discussion and the first thirteen demands 
from demand No. 32 to demand No. 20 were voted without any discussion. .Demand 
ao . 19 moved by the Finance Member in respect of miscellaneous departments (reserved) 
raised a short discussion owing to amendment moved by Mr. Cbaudhri Afzal Hao 
tor a cut of one rupee with respect to item of Bs. 6,000, the total donation for charit- 
aoio purpose to discuss the policy of Government regarding provision made for beeears 
poor vagrants, indigent and old persons. The amendment was supported bv a lame 
number of non official members, all of whom urged the Government to open poor housfs
sen ! k!  T ?  P™vi!lon for Indian ^gears, vagrants and old persons an.l introduce
*  oE legislation to stop beggary in public streets; The Finance Member who 
expressed sympathy with the mover of the amendment said that the matter was Drimarilv 
for local bodies to, deal with and Government did not like to force on T e a l  bod I  
measures which they were not prepared to undertake. The mover, however pressed his 
amendment to vote which was carried and which amounted to a vote of censure on 
Government. The demand was then passed with this nominal cut.

Development of Industries.
The next demand No. 18 moved by Mr. Manobarlal, Education and Industrie  

f v S r’ n £° f  a ? an? 1,00,31,000 in respect of industries (revenue and c a f i  •
evoked a hkcly and animated debate and after a minor amendment had been moved bv 
Mr Chaudhuri Afzal Haq and withdrawn, discussion continued for more than one |m„, 
on the motion in which members from all sides of the House took part. All non-offl'^i 
members strongly criticised the small amount provided for industries and attack*! 
Government for their apathy towards promotion and development of industries in th« 
«# .1  Lala DhanPatrai (Industries constituency representative) characterised the a c tio n  
M the Government in appointing a Development Board without sufficient provision of 
money as a farce. Bheikh Mahomed Sadiq and Sardar Ujjal Singh s m a S  ^  
Government to start factories which would provide work for S S  m S S S S  r
m  »■ u  ar,1” tl Urged for total r‘‘3ection of the demand so that the Einanc* b*D»n ment might provide more money for the development of industries next tim* 
Naiendranath and Dr. Gokalcband Narang while d e p r e c a t i o g S
i Z T T *  by tbe P ‘na“oo Member asked the House not to throw out th T d em a ^  hnl 

whatever they had got, and fight for more. Dr. Gokalcband said that Minister!.
of the V fnnifp^ 'if the budget aad>therefore, they, should not be punished for the fault 

J .he FiDance Department. He urged the house to reject the demands in nr
and revenue, stamps and general administration etc., when those demand's woulif m l

the HouiL°n t8,° that , the <*over“ ment mi8ht note their feeling in the matter, but he askri 
„ ® HJ f  1° reject totally the lndu8tries demand. The motion being nut to f l f  
the totofril” 1 ¥  thB Pre8,dent> ^ut oppositionists claiming division votes were to k e n e d

f  ™tea againat 22 «  cheers of M in is te r ia l* 11 S

Government’s Co-operative Policy Criticised,
Voti ntben9TH MA® ° ?  devoted full four hours to the discussion and
twr, 1  Government demands for grants and after prolonged debates passed oniv 

0r\ d*mand8 No- 17 and 18 in re*Pect of aBriculture and m edial *aSd puWlc 
m hitia without any cut, though some members strongly criticised the working of tka 
co-jptratiTe societies in the Punjab and pointed out to the Minister of Agriculture that this 
cxceiicnt movement was unfortunately manned by one class of people alone and wao 
confined only to agriculturists. Medical and Public Health department also came in for
•  good deal of criticism at the hands of the members 'who urgod for more adequate 
provision for dealing with epidemics and malaria, further promotion of vedic and unani 
jBtems -of medicine and creation of more hospitals for villages, Lala Bodhraj drew the

4*>
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attention of the Government to corruption in the Medical department and suggested the 
appointment of a committee to enquire into the matter. Chaudhuri Dulichand urged for 
better protection of rural interests and suggested that only agriculturist doctors should 
be appointed in rural hospital and dispensaries. This suggestion evoked strong resent­
ment from urban members who said no question pf rural and urban should arise in the 
matter of medical treatment. Dr. Gopichand, speaking as a medical practitioner, requested 
the Minister of Public Hoalth not to bring in the question of agriculturist or non- 
agriculturist in the Medical College and medical treatment and condemned the spirit of 
communalism which ruial members were trying to introduce even in the medical profession.

The debate having taken a communal turn, the President had to intervene. He 
regretted that on every subject the Indian members brought in the question of rural and 
urban interests which he thought was very unfortunate and he informed the House that 
in future he would not allow such discussion and hoped the members would not compel 
him to exercise his right in disallowing communal discussions unless they were meant for 
a particular and specific purpose.

Education Grant,
The demand No. 15 for a grant of Rs. 1,44,05,000 in respect of education (transferred) 

was moved by Mr. Manoharlal, Minister of Education. Chaudhuri Afzal. had moved an 
amendment for a cut of one rupee with respect to the item of Rs. 69,91,370 for primary 
education to discuss the Government’s policy regarding compulsory primary education 
and the mover had not concluded his speech when the Council adjourned.

Representation in the Services.
On the 11TH MARCH Mr, Chaudhuri Afzal Haq resumed his speech on the amend­

ment moved by Mr. Chaudhuri Jafarullab Khan yesterday proposing a cut of Re. 1 
from the total grant of Police to discuss the Provincial Police Commitfcee’rf report. 
The speaker was quoting extracts from the report when the President asked members 
whether all of them have been supplied with a copy of the report. As all members 
did not possess a copy of the report., the President asked the Finance Member whether 
the Government cotfld Supply copies to members and as copies were not available at 
the amount, the President stopped discussion on the amendment and he put the demand 
under Police to vote which was declared lost The Finance Member claiming division, 
the motion was declared carried by 38 to 10 votes. .

The next demand under jails and convict set Cements was then voted without mucb 
discussion after the amendment moved by Mr. Afzal Haq to suggest improvements in the 
department had been lost.

General Administration Demand,
The Finance Member then moved the demand under administration of justice. Rai 

Saheb Chaudhuri Cbotu Ram moved two amendments for a cut of one rupee to draw < 
attention to paucity of agriculturists in the ranks of public prosecutors and in civil 
judicial service. Both amendments, were withdrawn after a lengthy and lively debate 
which again took a communal turn and there were Beveial requests to the President by 
Dr. Gokaicband NaraBg to disallow all communal discussions in the House according to 
his ruling given two day ago. The mover of the amendment made it a matter of great 
grievance that agriculturists in the Punjab who formed eighty per cent of the population 
and who contributed to Government major portion of the revenue and who gave their 
lives for the sake of the King and country during the War did not receive their due and 
proper share in civil judicial service and hoped that, when the future appointments aro 
made by the High Court and other subordinate courts, special preference would be given
to the claims of agriculturists. L

Hindu non-official members, who opposed the amendment, pointed out that agri­
culturists as such without proper qualifications could not claim preference in public 
services, and the mover of the amendment, in the guise of demanding preference for 
agriculturists, was really advocating the cause of Mussalmans of the province who also 
formed a majority of the population. — 1 .

The official point of view was explained by Mr. Craik, Secretary, who said he was 
the only member of the House who was a member of the Committee which led up to the 
resolution of 1919 referred to by the mover of the amendment. He thought no member 
could accuse hin of lack of sympathy with Zamindars (agriculturists). H assuied the 
House that it was always the practice of the Government when selecting recruits to 
various branches of public service to scrutinise their records, their educational qualifica* 
tions with most anxious care and it was the desire of the Government to see that landed 
Glasses secured adequate representation in public services and in regard to nearly all
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services. Definite proportions have been laid down by the Government and they were 
getting year by year increasing the number of recruits to various branches of public 
service from Zamindars. They should not ignore that there were other classes who at 
present led the way in education and intellectual attainments.

Proceeding, Mr. Craik said it was not fair to keep out men of outstanding educational 
merits merely because they did not belong to certain tribe and in these days of higher 
standard of qualifications for public services  ̂ it was nob fair to take a Zamindar with 
inferior education merely because he was a Zamindar. Subject to these reservations, 
the Government was faithfully endeavouring to follow and give effect to the policy laid 
down in 1919. The Government admitted that progress made in the last few years had 
not been so rapid as they as well as the mover- of the amendment would have liked, but 
the Finance Member bad given an undertaking that the matter would be taken up 
in consultation with the High Court and in view of the undertaking, he hoped tE<5 mover 
would not press the amendment.

Shaikh Faiz Mahomed referred to the paucity of Mahomedan Judges in the High 
Court since 1919 and was discussing the question of the resignation of Sheikh Abdul 
Quadir, an ex-Judge of the Lahore High Court, and was mentioning that it was due to 
difference between Sir Sbadilal Lai, Chief Justice and Sheikh Abdul Quadir that the 
latter was forced to resign his judgeship when Sir Geoffrey de Montmorency rose to a point 
of order and asked the President’s ruling whether the member could discuss the conduct of 
a Judge of the High Court in the Council... After short discussion on the standing order 
on the point, the President said if the Member referred to any Judge even in his admin­
istrative capacity and meant to reflect upon him he ought to withdraw his remark. 
Quoting Parliamentary practice on the subj ect, he said no reflections or disrespectful 
mention of any kind should be made in respect of any Judge of any High Court and no 
member should introduce the personality of any Judge of any High Conrfc or even of 
subordinate courts in discussion on the floor of the House. Only administrative actions of 
collective body of the High Court., if absolutely necessary, might be introduced and if 
possible references to that also might be avoided. Sheik Faiz Mahomed withdrew his* 
remarks and references to Sir Shadilal and Judges of the High Court and apologised to 
the House for making any such reference.

The Demand under administration of justice was then put and carried.
Transferred Department Demand,

fiardar Jogendra Singh then movedMemand under General Administration (transfer­
red). There were ten amendments for cuts by non-official members Under this demand 
to reduce salary of Ministers, to discuss the arbitrary manner of appointment of Ministers 
and to discuss unconstitutional acceptance of Ministership. The President ruled out 
f°ur of these amendments remarking that under Parliamentary practice the members 
could not discuss the action of the Governor about the selection of a Minister, Before 
other amendments urging reduction of Minister’s salary could be moved, the Council 
adjourned.

D e b a t e  on M a u i  a f t e r s *  S a l a r i e s .
On the 14TH MARCH the public galleries were crowded when the Council reassem­

bled and resumed discussion on the Government’s demand for grant relating' to General 
Administration (transferred). ~ **'

Dr. Shaik Mahomed Alam moved that the grant be reduced by Rs. 72,000 with 
respect to the item of Bs. 1,80,000, the total pay of officers urging a reduction in the 
salary of the Ministers from Rs. 5,000 to Rs. 3,000 each per mensem. In the course of 
a lengthy speech in Urdu, Dr. Alam said if the Ministers agreed to take a reduced salary 
they would be more honoured bv the elected element of the House than would be the 
case if they continued to draw R9. 5,000 a month. The financial condition of the province 
did not allow the provision of such a big Bum for the salary of the Ministers. Out of 
the reduction proposed, a considerable amount could be spent on charities and other 
needs of the province. He could not understand why a sura of Rs. 16,000 instead of 
Rs. 10,000 was being asked from the House when nothing extraordinary has happened to 
the province and no new departments have been created for the Ministers. If the House 
sanctioned an additional sum of Rs. 5,000 to-day for the Third Minister, they would be 
a«k«d some time later to provide for four, five and ton more Ministers. Ou principle he 
objected that the best of their members should be taken away from the treasury benches

f*fc C artes from elected scats where they could be of use And service to the country 
and the people *

Hansraj supported the amendment and remfnded the House that when 
WQUBBing the budget he had appealed to the Ministers to volqntarilly tato a less salary
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than Rs. 5,000 as has been done by the late Sir Sarendranath Banerjee and some other 
ministers in other provinces in India j bat he was sorry to find that it had produced nb 
effect on their Ministers. He could not .understand why the Ministers should take a 
higher salary than the High Court Judges who were drawing Rs. 4,000 per mensem and 
hoped they would not care more for money than for service of the country.

Sir Geoffrey jfc Montmorency, Finance Member, explaining the reasons of the 
provision of salaries of the ministers as it stood in the budget, said in the Punjab the 
maximum salary had been fixed by the statute atRs. 6,000 and that once the Legislative 
Council had voted a smaller salary for the Minister that salary cmld not be raised. 
Moreover, he thought it would be very undesirable and invidious that a Minister should 
receive a smaller salary than a member of the Executive Council. It would at once 
give rise to the impression that the charge of the transferred departments was less 
important than the reserved departments. In the Punjab, a greater part of the new 
money went to the transferred departments which were rapidly expanding. It was on 
these departments that interested criticism and suggestions, both inside and outside the 
Council, took place. It would, therefore, seem undesirable to take any step which should 
belittle the graye importance of the beneficent and nation-building departments.

Continuing, the Finance Member said if a smaller salary was voted for the Ministers 
men of good stamp would hesitate to accept the posts and he thought everybody recog­
nised that men of god stamp were required to take charge of these very important 
departments. Looking back at the history of the Council, they found that the classes 
of persons from which their Ministers had been drawn were persons interested in commerce 
and industry owning and managing 'large estates and engaged in the Itgai profession. 
To all these three classes of personp, the Ministry involved severing of personal touch and 
direction and loss for three years in those sources which they would have been otherwise 
personally managing. People of good stamp in a good many ca?es may be patriots. 
Nevertheless, they bad duties towards their dependents and families and they could not 
seriously afford to jeopardise those interests by neglecting their business and occupying 
themselves in public duties unless a fitting remuneration was paid for those public duties. 
The result of lowering the salary might be that for A-l Class of men they would get 
C.-3 Class of men. Moreover, even in days of financial stringency they did not suggest 
reduction of salary of the Ministers and the Finance Member thought that in these days of 
comparative affiuenc*, there seemed far less reasons* indeed hardly any reasons, to take 
the step of reducing the salaries of the Ministers,

After 3 hours’ animated debate the amendment was put to the House and rejected, 
the supporters not claiming a division. The demand under General Administration (trans­
ferred) was then put and carried. The Council then adjourned.

Exemption of Sword from Arms Act.
On the 15TH MARCH three more demands were voted in the Council without 

much discussion and proceedings were more or less dull compared to yesterday’s animated 
debate. The demand under General Administration (reserved) was voted with a nominal 
cut of one rupee which was proposed by Cbaodburi Afzri Haq to raise a discussion for 
the exemption of the sword from the operation of the Arms Act and carried iuspite of 
official opposition.

Sir Fazli Hussain, speaking on the motion on behalf of the Government, informed 
the House that the sword had been exempted from the operations of the Arms Act for 
certain class of persons in the Punjab, namely, those who paid incomet ax or certain 
amount of land revenue and title-holders etc,, and that the Government of India had 
been pleased to accept the recommendations of the Punjab Government on the resolution 
moved and adopted by the House some years ago ; but the Government could not exempt 
the sword for all persons on account of unfortanate communal tension in the province 
and riots that broke out after the resolution on the subject was adopted in the House 
in 1924.

The Bhakra Dam Scheme.
Five motions for cuts were moved by various non-official members to reduce the 

gram under irrigation two of which were withdrawn, two ruled out of order by the 
President and one was rejected by 27 to 24 votes and the total demand was voted after 
a short discu^on. Speaking on the amendment moved by Mr. Chaudbri Cbhotu Ram 
prpporing a token cut to protest against the delay in pushing forward the Bhakra Dam 
scheme and that project, Mr. Smith, Chief Engineer, informed the House the reason why 
the Bhakra Dam scheme was delayed. He said that in the opinion of experts no suit able 
site for the dam was available which could benefit the districts of Rohtak and Hissar 
^bere distress owing to scarcity of water was acute and they could not bpild the
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scheme on something that would eventually fail and be a source of great danger to the 
districts and before spending the taxpayers* money they wanted to be sure that they 
were going to build on something certain and which would be a benefit to the agricul­
turists of the districts. Speaking about the project Sir Fazli Hussain, Revenue 
Member, informed the House that they were waiting for the decision of the Government 
k n̂î a khe sanction of the Secretary of State on the scheme submitted by 

them and that the Government did not show any lack of sympathy in the matter which 
. Wfts still being examined by experts.

The Council was discussing the demand under registration when it adjourned.

Debate on Excise Policy.
On the 16TH MARCH further demands for grants were discussed and voted. The 

demand? under registration, forests, and stamps were voted without any Buts and 
much discussion but the demand under excise created considerable excitement and 
was not carried until division was called. The token cut proposed by Rai Sahib 
Chaudhri Choturam to denounce the present system of recruitment in the Excise 
Department which, according to him, resulted in very poor representation of Zamindars, 
particularly Hindu Zamindars, was eventually withdrawn by the mover after an assurance 
had been given by the Minister for Agriculture that everything possible is being done 
for proper representation of Zamindars in the department.

Sardar Narain Singh then moved another token cut to discuss the excise policy of 
the Government and, in his speech, asked the Government to reach the goal of their 
policy, namely, total prohibition without delay even at the sacrifice of revenue. The 
amendment was warmly supported by a large number of non-official members all of whom 

th® minimum consumption of liquor to be brought to zero and save the people 
from the drink evil. Those who opposed the amendment said it was excessive drinking 
which was a vice and total prohibition would never be a success and would result in 
increase of illicit distillation.

. Sirdar Jogendra Singh, Minister for Agriculture, expressed his sincere sympathy, 
with the object of the mover and welcomed all suggestions which would prevent drinking 
n *'*ie provinces. High duties on liquors, he told, had been proposed by the Gov­

ernment to prevent excessive drinking and not to get high income. He pleaded f *r 
co-operation fully with the Government in eradicating the drink evil and illicit distilla­
tion. After assurances from the Minister, the mover wanted to withdraw his amendment 
but leave to withdraw was r-fused by the Council and the motion reducing the demand 
under excise by one rupee was put to the House and was carried by 37 to 24 vote?.

The Council was discussing the demand under land revenue when it adjourned.

Remission Of Tax On Well-irrigated Lands.
On the 17TH MARCH discussion and voting on the Government’s demands for 

f Were upside red ip the C.mncil. Of 32 demands 31 had been disposed of up to 
and wrt^iCVCflln^ tbs last demand under land revenue was discussed to-day
enf nf n a ~ r . amendment moved by Rai Sahib Chaudhri Chhoturara proposing a 

. . ^  Q°7 ernraent to remit taxes on well-irrigated lands had been
j ^ votes. Altogether six amendments proposing cuts pnder this de-

na were moved three of which were withdrawn, one ruled out of order and One was not 
ovet at the request of the Revenue Member and the last one wAs carried reducing the 

giant to rupee one despite Government opposition.
On the total Government’s demands for grauts only four cuts in the form , of token 

u s were carried by the Council anti the rest of the demands were voted in full. Four 
a  n*1 . ^ a t  were effected related to the demand under Education (Transferred)

enerai Administration (Reserved,) Excise and Land Revenue, The House then adjourned.

Release of Sikh Prisoners.
nffi ? ?  MARCH after 4 hours’ lively debate the Council carried a non*
f <? al.r5B0̂ Qfc*on moved by Sardar Kundan Singh rcoommendipg to the Government to 
r>ri n *V r£jeaae Sardar Kharak Singh, President, Central Board and all other Gurdwara 

® 0VCrnmcnfc did not claim a division. The resolution was Warmly sup* 
rloflP tK v. Son-offioials of all parties and appeala were made to the Government to 
releasi  ̂chaPter °I the Sikh struggle for Gurdwara reform by showing magnanimity and 
GurdwT  ̂ *4 - ^ Qrdwara prisoners especially when the Gurdwara Act was passed and the 
the sith* Were being disposed of by the Gurdwara tribunal, thus showing that
on  ̂ 1 g*ven up direct action and had taken recourse to constitutional methods
and oidinary law of the land.

4MV
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The Finance Member’s Statement.
Speaking on the resolution regarding the release of the Sikh Guardwara prisoners 

Sir Geoffrey de Montmorency, Finance Member, said that he was folly aware how 
genuinely the sympathies of the Sikhs were engaged in the resolution and the Government 
knew full well the importance they attached to it. While sympathising with individual 
cases, no one could set aside the fact that the acts of these persons individually and in 
mass bad certain more serious aspects. They were all apostles of direct action. Offences 
nnder the Civil law, which governed the rights of their fellow citizens have been com- 
mitted by them, in addition to causing; grave disturbances to public tranquillity. They 
have actually committed offences against persons and property involving in some cases 
violence in varying degrees. It was the earnest desire of the Government to ensure the 
working of the Gurdwara Act, to compose troubles and take all such measures as would 
remove rancour. The offer of the condition by the Government to the prisoners was 
made in a fair and just spirit and did not involve expression of regret by the prisoners 
for what had been done. It merely constituted a fair and just invitation to those who 
had been convicted to abandon direct action in future and to adopt those provisions of 
the law which had been passed by the Sikh community approved by other communities 
and even passed into law by this legislature. Those who did not elect to take advantage 
of the offer indicated that they had elected to pursue the old and had way of direct 
action. They would no doubt like to emerge as martyrs in a cause and as persons of 
different calibre to those who had accepted the offer. Experience had shown them that 
general amnesties did not always have beneficial results as was supposed they would 

was .6Pecially the case with the Sikhs. The release of Sikh prisoners in 
1322 did not bring peace. Similar action in 1923 after the Guru-ka-bagh affair did 
not bring immediate improved relations. He admitted that the prestige of the Gov­
ernment would in no way suffer. Nevertheless, the question was whether this act of 
kindness m the gereral interests of the public, was going to be an act of wise adminis­
tration. In the present case they were dealing with men who still were unrepentant 
and who had a predilection for applying the doctrine of direct action and force as the 
sole solution of questions of civil rights. No Government would be justified in taking 
an easy-going view of such predilections or any glossing over such predilections by 
amnesties. • The Government could not afford to be thought as ready lightly to condone 
breaches of the law which bioke the civil rights of citizens. Even if the Government 
in spite of these weighty considerations, had been inclined at the beginning of this 
year to consider this as a very special case, did they receive any encouragement in any 
Bikh quarter to do so ? asked the Finance Member. Recent unbridled speeches and 
formation of jathaa were signs that those unrepentant persons in favour of direct action 
would, if they emerged from jail, unfortunately still find elements among the Sikhs 
prepared to fall in with their views. For this reason, said the Finance Member, the 
Government must oppose the main object of the resolution. But so far as Sarder 
Kharak Singh personally was concerned, he said he had finished serving out his sentence i 
of substantive imprisonment of 4 years in April last and was now serving sentences in 
continuation of the sentences under the Prisons Act which will expire about December 
next. He was sentenced three times for offences under the Prisons Act and has now 
eerveo out the first of these sentences and was serving the second. The Governor in
P.on“ ll'has decided to release him on the expiry of his second sentence and to remit 
- third sentence. He will accordingly be released about the beginning of June next.

Non-official Resolutions,
On the 22ND MARCH four non-official resolutions were discussed in the Council, 

two of which were withdrawn, one was carried and the last was talked out. When 
the Council reassembled, discussion continued on Cbaudhri Afzal Haq»s resolution 
recommending to the Government to take necessary steps to stop the institution eg 
Honorary Magistrates within the period of the next three years. The resolution did not 
receive the full support of the House and though supported by a number of member?, 
was strongly opposed by a majority who defended the institution of Honorary-Magistrates 
and said that they were doing a good deal of public service and should not be abolished.

Bir Geoffrey De Montmorency, speaking on behalf of the Government, said that 
abolition of this honorary agency which existed in the most democratic countries and 
was doing useful work, specially in small towns, would cost the Province about Rs. 9 
and one-fourth lakhs. The Government was of opinion that the agency should be con­
tinued and new rules and instructions would be strictly enforced in future while making 
appointments. If at any future time atroug, impartial, and honest Panchayata came into
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being, tbe Government would re-examine the matter and might dispense with some of 
the Honorary Magistrates. The resolution was withdrawn.

The next resolution which was also moved by Chaudbri Afzal Haq recommended 
to the Government to take necessary,steps to accommodate in the Punjab jails all political 
prisoners of this province including martial law, prisoners who are serving their terms 
of imprisonment in the jails of other provinces. The resolution which was sup­
ported by a number of Sikh members did not excite any lively debate and the Finance 
Member made an important speech explaining thejGovernraent'a position in the matter.

The Finance Member said so far as he had been able to discover, no martial law 
prisoners were confined in jails in othet| provinces. Some time ago, 9 martial law 
prisoners were conBned in the penal settlement of the Andamans, He was quite 
willing to send for the rolls of these prisoners and to see how the case stood as regards 
these prisoners. There were, however, 35 convicts confined in jails in other provinces 
who were not martial law prisoners, but persons convicted of seridus criminal cons­
piracies against the State and of offences against the Arms and the Navy. With one 
exception, those prisoners ^ere convicted during the war and between* the ye$rs 1915  
an i 1917. There was proof that the leaders of these conspiracies in some cases received 
assistance from sources outside India and were instigated in the foolish acts which they 
committed by those sources. Most of them were sentenced to transportation for life or 
transportation to 20 or 25 years. In the ordinary course, all of them would have been 
transported to the Andamans; but at that time the Government of India considered 
that in view of insecurity of the seas and the pressing need of the troops it would 
be unsafe to transport a number of such dangerous conspirators at that time to the. 
Andamans. It was considered at the same time dangerous and undesirable to confine 
these dangerous conspirators in the Panjab jails. After discussion with tbe Panjab 
Government, therefore, it was finally decided that the gang should be split up and be 
incarcerated in jails in other provinces. This was accordingly done and the wisdom 
of this step became almost immediately apparent because of the very dangerous 
mutiny organised by a few of these prisoners in Hazaribagh jail. At present there 
were 35 of these convicts, of whom 34 were convicted in the circumstances above men­
tioned, They were confined in jails in other provinces in the following manner : 1 2  in 
Central Provinces, 14 in Bombay, 1 in Bihar, 7 in Madras and 1 in Burma, After 
giving the most careful consideration to these points, the Government have come to’ 
the conclusion that it would be highly undesirable to bring back at once the whole of 
these prisoners to the Panjab jails ; but the Government have decided that owing to the 
change in the atmosphere, it may now be possible to consider the return to the Panjab 
jails of some of the convicts if carefully selected. The resolution being pressed by the 
mover was put and carried amidst non-official applause. The Council then adjourned.

Agriculture Minister's Statement. *
On the 23RD MARCH the last sitting of the Council was held and after a number 

of demands for supplementary grants were voted and Sir Fazli Hussain had introduced 
the Punjab Land Revenue (Amendment) Bill the Council adjourned sine die.

Sirdar Jogendra Singh, Minister of Agriculture, made a lengthy statement to-day 
explaining the programme of work to be carried out during the coming years and tbe 
policy to be pursued by his department. The Minister was constantly interrupted and 
several points of order were raised by members while he was reading his speech. 
Members who raised the points of order wanted to know from tbe President whether a 
Minister could make a statement of tbe policy without allowing the Council tio discuss it. 
Tbs President informed the House that the Minister was reading a statement with the 
permission of the chair, Sardar Jogendra Singh describing bis five years' programme 
said they would be opening in the present year 7 farms and 26 veterinary hospitals and 
had also been abls to secure the services of a fruit expert. They were also studying the 
problem of lift irrigation and hoped as the result of investigations, they would be able 
to afford dry areas of tbe Punjab some facilities of organised irrigation. In bis opinion, 
meat or milk was essential for proper nourishment and he was making arrangements 
for increasing milk supply and was trying to quicken up the pace of selected breeding 
of cows. He hoped to open two thousand more co-operative societies in the new year 
and thought there was great scope for capitalists to join together and to make money 
available both for agriculture and industry. Regarding the excise policy, he could not see 
the possibility of enforcing prohibition but for the next few years if they could make use 

ocal  option in cities and could organise temperance societies in villages and close down 
shops where conditions permitted, they would have done a good deal to pave the way 
for prohibition, * J  .



The  C. P.  L e g i s l a t i v e  Counci l .
- The first Bitting of the Third Reformed Legislative Council was held on the 8TH 

JANUARY 1928 in the noon in the Council Hall, Nagpur under- the presidency of 
Mr. C.’ U. Wills, The business on the day was the election of five numbers to the Court 
of the University by non-official members of the Council. The election of the President 
was held on the lOtb, when Sir 8 . M. Chitnavis was declared elected president by 47 
votes against 20 voltes secured by his rival Mr,-G. S. Gupta. The house then adjourned 
after some minor transactions.

Governor’s Address to Members. •
On the 11TH JANUARY His Excellency the Governor entered the Council Chamber 

in procession and congratulated Sir Chitnavis heartily on bis election as the President 
and the Council on having got him as their President. He said that Sir Chitnavis’s 
family had played a notable part in the history of this city and province and of this 
Council. He said that it was a rf markable thing that one brother should succeed another 
in the high office to which Sir Sankara Pad Lad been called and wished him success during 
h's tenure.

He, then addressing the Council, expressed satisfaction for filling up the blank 
left in the rules for working the new constitution by the just mode of election. He was 
anxious to have it settled as soon as possible whether they wished him to tfcke action 
to restore the working of the constitution to the form intended by Parliament and in 
vogue in most of the other provinces. So long/ as the tan placed by their predecessors 
in this Council on the formation of a Ministry existed, he said he was not a free agent. 
He could not as in the provinces in which no ban existed proceed to give effect to what 
seemed to be the verdict of the constituencies without calling these together and taking 
their formal decision. He sympathised with the unsuccessful old members and con­
gratulated the successful old and new members. As many as 21 old members have been 
re-elected and 34 are new ones.

He said that be bad nominated the full number of eight officials perroneible under 
the Act. This has been done partly to gain time to look around and see whether there 
are other interests deserving of representation or more representation in the Council, but 
mainly because ho wanted to make more opportunities rf bringing into touch with each 
other official and elected representatives of the people. Many of the misunderstandings 
which now occur are due to that Jack of free intercourse on an equal footing which 
works in the legislatures. He said that he learned so much from mixing in the lobbies of 
the Legislative Assembly and the Council of State with these who would guide public ! 
opinion that be attached special importance to this training for as many officers of the 
Government as possible. He thought that there were few public men who will deny 
that they in the turn had derived benefit from similar intercourse with officials.

While addressing the Council in Isst March, he called upon them to sink racial, 
communal and sectional differences and join forces with his Government in the battle 
against ignorance, disease and poverty. Their Excellencies the Viceroy and Lady Irwin’s 
visit-to this province gave a remarkable stimulus to the development of this spirit. Be 
remarked that where the atmosphere* was wrong, no measures, however perfect in form 
and conception, would do much good. Where the atmosphere is right, even faulty 
measures are effective. He then referred to several improvements yarticularly for medical 
treatment of women and children. His Government has also brrn reviewing its jail 
policy and tackling the problem of released prisoners. His Government has at woik 
the steam tackle for ploughing authorised by the last Council and is preparing a Bill to 
facilitate the consolidation of scattered holdings for tbe consideration of the Council. 
His Government has prepared materials for the reorganisation of the provincial services, 
but has postponed any decision until they shall have shown whether they wished tho 
Governor in Council or their own Ministers to take tbe firal mponeibilily with respect 
to wbat should be transferred departments.

Concluding his address, he said that tbe time bad come to kave them to the dis­
cussion of the constitutional question they had been called together to decide. Ho said 
that on public and personal grounds, be wanted them to take part in the great scheme 
inaugurated by Parliament of developing self-governing institutions with a view to the



progressive realisation of responsible Government in British India as an integral part 
of the empire. He assured his help towards the realization of that great conception. He 
Sjj* prejudices as by now they must have realised about any person or any party in 
this Council, His sole desire is to act constitutionally to the best of his ability. He 
always held that to have any permanent value, the decision to have Ministers must be 
theirs and not his. It is for them to take or to refuse the opportunities offered.to them.

Motion for Ministers* Salary Passed.
After the Governor had addressed the members, the Hon’ble Mr. Marten moved for 

e supplementary demand amounting to Rs. 9,000 on account of salaries of two 
Ministers for one mootli and Rs. 1,000 for travelling allowance.

Mr. Gole opposed the motion and proposed a cut of Rs. 8,996 thus fixing the salaries 
or the Ministers at Rs. 4 only, Rao Bahadur N. K, Kelkar supported Mr. Gole.

Mr. Raghavendra Rao, on behalf of the Nationalist Party, supported the supple­
mentary demand stating that his constituency has given the verdict for working the 
reforms. Mr, Dick supported the motion for the supplementary demand.

Dr, Khare opposing the motion asserted that there were many inconsistencies in the 
Utterances of the members who were in favour of supporting the Ministers* salaries and 
working the reforms. He farther said that the heavens would not fall if they waited for 
a month and a half.

Khan Bahadur Gulara Mobideen severely criticised the Responsive Co-operation 
1 arty and the newly formed Nationalist Party. Ho said that they were for working the 
reforms and would vote for the supplementary demand ; but they did not approve of the 
personnel for the offices of Ministers.

Qhanshyara Gupta, on behalf of the Congress Party, opposed the motion, stating 
that the pledges of the Responsive Co-operation Party or the Indepe-ndont Party did not 
allow them io accept offices. He then appealed to all Congressmen to protect the prestige 
of the Congress.

Dntt Phatak said th t he was for opposition, but on hearing the speeches 
°* i?J^0D£reBS Party he came to the decision to support the supplementary demand.
T» '® ! V  Beda-r Eaici that the Ministers* posts were not .in the gift of the Government, 
i backed by the majority party, they will have the privilege of suggesting persons for 
ministers hips,

Mr. Mahomed Sharif Hussain said that the formation of the ministry at this stage 
was a mere show and that it could not be a stable ministry.

The motion for the supplementary demand was canicd, 65 voting lor the demand 
and 16 against it.

Voting on other Demands.
The second supplementary demand amounting to Rs. 3,25,000 for advances to culti- 

fnn o!f un . the .Agriculturists Loan Act and the third demand amounting to Rs. 75.000 
rnn« Ji8DC'!i °  caifcmtors under the Laud Impregment Loans Aofc were accepted by the 
Council without any debate and the Connoil then adjourned.
a  J ^ L V 2TH the H°n*ble Mr. Marten read a statement on behalf of the
Ramrod T̂  VRnDi°?nciDg appointment of Mr. Ragbvendra Rao cf Bilaspur and Mr. 
__ tv eshmukh of Arnraoti as Ministers. Mr. Kbaparde, Responeivist, was declared 
as Deputy President and the Council then adjourned.

B u d g e t  E s t i m a t e s  f o r  1 9 2 7 - 2  8 .
«, ffe* Council next met for its Budget Session on the 3RD MARCH with the Hc-n'ble Sir 

nankera Rao Chitnavis in the chair. The visitors* galleries were sparsely attended, 
ror the first time daring the last three and half years, the two Minister ,̂ Messrs. PD. 

agnavendra Rao and R. M. Drshraukh sat in the Treasury bench. The Hou’ble Mr,
Ijavendra ^ ao was dressed in white khaddar end wore a Gandhi cep.

Bon, Mr. J .  T, Marten, Finance Member, in presenting the Budget for 1927-28, 
said that last year he ended his speech on note of hope preceded by a note of warning! 

hc P ircumatances of the year had shown that the warning was necessary though the 
proved less favourable than they hoped. There was no cause for alarm but 

to a right understanding of the situation they had substantial grounds for guarded 
pumi8m owing to unfavourable conditions of the year which resulted in the fall in 

j ?otl?n amI the effect on the money maiket of that fall, land revenue bad to be 
rw»nni*k J Q ® erar and Nagpur Divisions. The decrease in the spending capacity of the 

opt j ?? rcacted on other heads of revenue. Instead of a deficit of about Rs. 25 lakhs 
g naiiy estimated, the revised eetimates showed a ' deficit of o?er Be, 60 lakhs and
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the balance bad, therefore, been reduced by that much. The free opening balance 
which stood at Bs. 78 lakhs in the beginning of the current year was now down to under 
Rs. 5 lakhs.

Estimates for 1927-28.
Turning to the Budget for 1927-28, Hon. Mr. Marten said that they had budgetted 

for revenue 6f about Rs. 563 Jakhs and expenditure of 593 lakhs which resulted in a 
deficit in revenuo account of its. 30 lakhs. A sum of Bs. 55 lakhs would be borrowed 
from the Government of India to meet certain items of capital expenditure which had 
b^cn met in the past from the provincial balance and thns add a corresponding amount 
to the balances. This will give a free closing balance of Bs, 13 and half lakhs. The 
actual balance in Famine Insurance Fund at the end of the next year is estimated at 
over Bs. 2 crores. For the coming year Rs.._83 and half lakhs have been allotted for 
new expenditure, bulk being non-recurring of which about Rs. 6 and half lakhs will be 
on the reserved side and about Rs. 27 lakhs on the transferred side.

After pointing out that the proportion of expenditure on transferred side had 
stendily increased, Hon. Mr, Marten said that the excess of fluid assets over liabilities 
which was estimated at Rs. 136 lakhs at the end of the Budget year to Rs. 51 lakhs. The 
Finance Member referred to the welcome news of the announcement in the Assembly 
regarding the remission of provincial contributions in part permanently and concluded : 
"  We shall have exhausted our previously accumulated balances in useful expenditure 
mostly, in the transferred and nation-building departments while at the same time 
steadily boildiDg up our Famine Insurance Reserve. Presuming that the receipts from 
laud revenues, excise, stamps and forests keep steady, we can hope for a slight excess of 
income over ordinary expenditure. But our hopes of expansion in the near future lie 
chiefly in the prospect of the abolition of the provincial contribution ami the completion 
of Famine Insurance Fund. Meanwhile, our prospects have been brightened in the last 
few days by the hope of an immediate relief from the provincial contribution. An 
addition of Rs. 22 lakhs to our resources will enable us as soon as we have recovered from 
our temporary embarrasraents to proceed with our nation-building sch raes and tbe pror 
vince will watch with the greatest interest the fate of the proposals in the Government 
of India’s Badget which are of such tremendous importance to our progress add develop­
ment.”

Official Bills.
After the budget was presented, Government legislative business was taken up. 

The Hon, Mr. Tambe moved a bill to amend tbe Central Provinces Courts Act 1917 
in order to increase the Small Cause Court jurisdiction as suggested by the Civil Justice 
Committee.

Mr. D. K, Mehta moved that tbe bill be circulated for eliciting opinion thereon and 
the ir otion was carried.

Tbe Hbn. Mr. Raghavendra Rao moved a bill to amend tbe C. P. Excise Act in order 
to extend the prohibition of cultivation of Cocoa plant in all its varieties. The mover 
said that the bill was being introduced at the instance of the Government of India, 
Leave wj»s given for consideration of the bill at once; but the Hod. Mr. Bao promised 
to move its passage next day.

The Hon, Mr. Marten moved a bill to amend tbe C, P. Tenancy Act, but Rao' 
Bahadur N. K. Keikar proposed that it should be circulated. The motion for circulation 
was adopted.

The Hon. Mr. Tambe moved a bill to amend the Public Gambling Act with the 
object of checking Satti Gabling, Tbe Council granted leave,

The Hon. Mr. Rao moved a bill to amend tbe C. P, Primary Education Act with 
the object of prescribing the period during which a child liable to compulsory education 
shall attend a primary school and to render it possible for local bodhs to apply com­
pulsion gradually and to enable children to enter upon a course of instruction.

Rao Babadur Keikar moved that the bill be referred to a select committee in order 
to see whether the draft could be improved,

Mr, R. H. Beckett, Director of Public Instruction, answered tbe objections of the 
previous speaker and pointed out that the bill introduced compulsion by stages and fixed a 
reasonable age. He asked tbe House to treat educational matters as non-party questions.

The Hon. Mr, Bao accepted the motion to refer the bill to a Select Committee and 
tbe Hquse agreed, *

The Hon. Mr. Deshmukh moved a bill to amend the village sanitation and Public 
Department Act with a view to allow panchayat to charge fees for the use of slaughter 
houses and to insist on their being used. The bill was referred to a Select Committee,
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B, N. B. Strike.

The Council then took up the motion for adjournment moved by Mr. B. G. Khaparde in 
connection with the failure of the B. N. Railway to maintain an efficient goods and 
passenger traffic service, thus causing great inconvenience to the people of the province. 
Mr. Khaparde said that owing to the strike the Railway traffic was being worked by in­
experienced men which led to the trains coming several hours late and which may lead 
to accidents and loss of life. Mr. Khaparde hoped that the strike would soon end in 
favour of the workers and the public inconvenience would be stopped.

Mr. W. Fulay, nominated labour representative, supported the motion.
Mr. It. G. Pradban, said that it was high time for the Government of India to 

Bee that they fulfilled their duty to the people of this province by interfering in and 
settling the strike in favour of the strikers. He asked the 0. P. Government to move 
the Government of India to end the strike.

Mr. Bartlett opposed the discussion of the question as he thought that it would not 
help matters but would only raise hopes in the strikers and cause great disappoifitment.

Some members characterised as a great horror that ordinary goods clerks of the 
B. N. Railway were allowed to work as guards of the Railway trains and they pointed 
ont that passenger trains should not be entrusted to such untrained hands.

Mr. H. C. Gowan in reply to the above charge, said that he was present in 
England during tho general strike and though untrained men worked the essential 
services the number of accidents was extraordinarily small.

Dr. Khare asked that when an acute condition of distress prevailed in the province 
what had the Government done, what had the Minister of Industries done to ameliorate 
the condition of the strikers and to remove public inconvenience ? Several non-official 
members also spoke in support of the motion.

The Hon. Mr, Marten, Finance Member, said that the Railways was a central subject 
and it was not possible for the local Government to do anything in the matter. Tney 
all felt tho annoyance caused by the strike, but the local Government’s functions were 
limited. The Government was in sympathy with those who were affected by the strike 
troubles, but it had no powers to interfere in the striker Although a debate in the 
Council was beyond its purview, the Government allowed it with a view not to stifle 
discussion. The Hon. Mr. Marten promised to forward the proceedings of the debate to 
the Government of India,

The mover of the motion, Mr, Khaparde, accepted the force of the argument of the 
Finance Member that it did not lie in the hands of the local Government to end the 
strike, Mr, Khaparde said that if the motion was pressed to division it would have 
been carried as support came from all sides of tho Hou6f ; but seeing the attitude of the 
Government he did not wish to press the motion. The motion was withdrawn and the 
Council adjourned for the day.

Transaction of Official Business,
On the 4TH MARCH the Hon. Mr. Ragavendra Rao moved that the C, P. Excise 

amendment Bill bo passed into law. The C nxncil agreed unanimously.
-I be Hon. Mr. Ragbavendra Rao moved that the O, P. Weights and Measures of 

apacity Bill be referred to a Select Committee. The Council unanimously agreed, 
t f? 6 **on* ® ao feather moved that a bill to amend the C. P. Prevention of Adul­
teration Act be circulated for eliciting opinions thereon. The Council agreed.

q i ^ on* ^ r* Tambe moved that the Central Provinces Borstall BiDl be referred 
o a belect Committee. The object of the bill is to make provision for the detention and 

training of adolescent offenders. The Council agreed to this unanimously.
Budget Discussion.

General discussion of the budget was held from tho 5th to 7th March, The non- 
omcial members emphasised that more money had not been provided for expenditure on 
nation-building departments. Berar members criticised that remissions and: suspensions 
of land revenue granted fo agriculturists bad not been adequate. Some members pointed 
out that more money should have been spent on primary and secondary education. 
Criticism was also made against payment of extravagant salaries to officers of the Imperial 
services. Replying to the various criticisms the Hon. Mr. Raghuvendra'ftao defined the 
policy of the Minister. After a brief reply from the Hon. Mr. Marten, Finance member, 
the Council rose for the day.

V o t i n g  o n  B u d g e t  D e m a n d s *
On the 8TH MARCH the Council took up voting of demands for grants. There 

were over 550 motions to reduce or omit grants in the budget for the year 1927-28, The



demand under Land Revenue was taken up first and there were over 100 cuts under this 
head of which notices had been given. Most of the cuts relate to the expenditure on 
Survey and Settlement operations in various parts of the province.

Cuts Under Land Revenue Passed.
On the 9TH MARCH, the Council discussed the several items under the land revenue, 

(reserved). Cuts under different heads amounted to Rs. 29,42,700. The Nationalist Party 
ami the Congress Party jointly voted for cuts. While demands under Excise (Trans­
ferred) were under discussion, the Council adjourned.

Debate on Excise Policy.
On the 1QTH MARCH demand under excise transferred Rs. 15,63,950 was taken 

up. Dr. Khar* moved a cut of IU. 13.200 being the pay of distillery expert of Govt.
The Hon’ ble Mr. Raghavendra Rao, Minister for Excise, said that the present incum­

bent was due to retire in a few years and after hi9 retirement the Government will consider 
the questions whether the post should ba retained or not.

Dr. Khare passed his motion which was lost by 18 votes against 40. There were 
, several other cuts under excise, but discussion developed into a debate on the excise 

policy of Government, Several Swarajists attacked the Minister and Dr. Khare called 
him Minister for consumption. They also pointed out that the credit for whatever fall 
there was in the consumption of liquor was due to Congress movement and not to the 
Government and when the Congress movement began to wane, consumption of liquor was 
showing a tendency to rise.

Mr. B. N. De, Revenue Secretary, pointed out that the Government acknowledged 
in their reports that' Non-Co-operation gave an impetus to the movement towards pro­
hibition, but its beneficial effects did not last long. Mr. Da narrated the efforts of the 
Government to reduce consumption.

Mr. B. G. Khaparde said that the Minister for Excise had taken office recently 
but if the Council laid down a definite policy, be was sure the Hon. Mr. Rao would 
carry it out.

The non’ ble Mr. Raghavendra Rao explained his excise policy further. Mr. Rao said 
that in 1921 the Legislative Council dictated a policy and that policy he was prepared to 
pursue. If the Council wanted any change, it was for it to express an opinion. As 
regards propaganda work if the Council suggested any methods, the Government would 
consider them, but M/. Rao was against picketting.

After Mr. R&o’s reply, a motion for a cut of Us. 30,000 under District Executive 
establishment which gave rise to the whole discussion was withdrawn.

After further discussion the Council voted the entire demand under excise.
.Other Demands.

The demand under & lamps was voted without any discussion. Discussion of the 
demand under forests was, not yet over when the Council rose for the day.

On the 11T H  MARCH discussion of the dedand under forests was taken up. Non­
official members criticised the forest policy oi the Government. Out of a total demand 
for Rs, 36,53,450 under * Forest ’ the Council carried cuts amounting to Rs. 1,06,267 under 
general direction and contingencies.

Registration.
When the demand under Registration was taken up, Mr. G. S. Gupta (Swarajist) 

proposed a cut of Rs. 100 under * Superintendence.’ The mover said that the Registration 
Department was one of the most corrupt departments. Mr. Gordon and Hon. Mr. 
Baghvendra Rao, on behalf of the Government, gave an assurance that if the mover 
brought instance of corruption to the notice of the Government suitable action would be 
taken- The motion was withdrawn. The total demand of Rs. 22,500 under Begistrtion 
was voted without reduction.

General Administration.
Demand under •General Administration’ (Reserved), was then taken up. Mr. G. B. 

Pradhan moved a token cut of Be. 1 under General Administration—Heads of Provinces. 
Mr. Pradhan said he moved the cut as he was dissatisfied with the whole administration 
and especially with the Government's indifference to the problem of providing houses for 
clerks. He also complained that more days were not allotted for non-official business. 
The Hon. Mr. M&iten replied that three days provided for non-official business were 
sufficient as the members had an opportunity of discussing various questions at the time 
of the budget discussion. He repudiated the charge that the Government was in any 
way indifierent to the welfare of the clerks, Mr, Pradhan pressed his cut which was
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carried by 25 votes against 18. Discussion under General Administration was not over 
when the Council rose for the day. m '

Grievances of Agriculturists.
On the 12TH MARCH the Council discussed Rao Saheb KoTde’s cut for Rs. 1,000 

under the head of General Administration (Reserved) as a protest against the bad conditions 
of agriculturists in Berar. f ’ t

The Hon. Mr. J . I. Marten assured the honse that the discussion on the subject 
would receive du8 consideration and the Government would look a t the agriculturists’ 
grievances with sympathy. The motion was carried.

Abolition of Commissi oners’ Posts.
After lunch the Counoil discussed a cut amounting to Rs. 1,42,700 for abolishing 

the Commissioners’ posts and it was declared carried by a majority of three votes. 
27 members voted for the cut and 24 against. Independents and a few members of the 
Nationalist Party voted with the Congress Party.

Government’s Irrigation Policy.
On the 14TH MARCH discussion of the demand und er irrigation was taken np. The 

Hon’ble Mr, Marten moved for a grant of Rs. 6,44,000 both under irrigation works charged 
to revenue and productive irrigation works. Mr. C. R, Pradban moved a token cut of 
a rupee under working expenses. He complained against the enormous working expeness 
of the Irrigation Department. Thakur Chedilal pointed out that the,tenants did not get 
much benefit. Huge amounts were wasted by the department in spite of the fact that 
there were several experts in charge of it. The people, said the speaker, was afraid of 
the department and it was the duty of the Government to so alter its method of working 
as to convince the people that the department was for their good, Mr. G. S. Gupta 
supported the cut and, on doing bo, asked whether the Government was willing to appoint 
a special Irrigation Committee.

The Hon’ble Mr. Marten replied that the Government would be willing to appoint 
a Committee. He also explained the irrigation policy of the Government, The Govern­
ment would appoint a Committee and take it into confidence, in regard to the whole 
irrigation policy so that the future work might be carried on under favourable conditions.,

Mr.. Gupta thanked the Finance Member for his assurance and said he was satisfied 
that there wag no necessity for pressing the cuts. Mr. Pradhan considered the assurance 
satisfactory and the motion for cut was withdrawn.

Several other token cuts were also withdrawn. Discussion proceeded for sometime 
more under other cuts and the Council reduced the demand by Rs. 1,90,000 and voted 
the rest.

r Ministers’ Salaries Voted.
The demand under General Administration (transferred) Ministers’ salaries was then

taken up. Mr. Rajendra Slnha, Swarajist, moved a cut of Rs. 98,996 out of Rs. 99,000 
provided, thus reducing the figure to Rs. 4. Mr. D. K. Mehta, Dr. Share, C. G. Misra, 
Mr. Gole and several other Swarajists supported the amendment and criticised the 
Ministers for accepting office and explained that they had no faith in the reforms. The 
speakers also criticised the attitude of the Ministerialist Party and quoted the words of 
Mr. Jayakar in the Assembly to prove that the Government had done nothing to respond
to the wishes of the people. The Swarajists hoped that the two Ministers would redeem 
their tall promises which they had given to the electorates though they themselves had 
no faith in the ability of the Ministers to achieve anything under the present constitution.

The Hon’ble Mr. Raghavendra Rao said that he did not question the right of the 
Swaraj Party to criticise them, but he asserted that the verdict of the electorates was 
in favour of working the" reforms. He and his colleague, Mr. Deshmukh, accepted office 
because they were assured of sufficient power, initiative and responsibility by the 
Governor : but the moment they felt that they were not getting these things, they would 
have no hesitation in giving up office. Salary was no consideration for them and they 
were prepared to abide by the decision of the Council on this matter, Mr. Rao said be 
always held the view that those who worked for the country need not live on the country 
and he had always acted up to that ideal and there was no reason for him to deviate 
from that. '

Mr. B. G, Kbaparde defended the bona fides of the Nationalist Party and pointed 
out that this party dictated the personnel of the Ministry. Members of this party 
disagreed with the Congress Party and fought the election on the issue of working the 
Reforms and they had entered the Council in a majority, The party proved that th§

i f

. i 2 MAfc. -2.7I 6RIEVaKCE$ OR AGRICULTURISTS | g |



Ministerships were in the gift of the people, Mr. Khaparde announced that the Nationa­
list Party had come to a nn&nimous discussion on the question of Ministers’ salaries.

Mr. Gupta, Swarajists leader, said that whatever support the Ministers may be receiv­
ing now was due to the agitation and the pressure of the Swarajists during the last three 
years and not due to the Responsivists. After some more speeches the Swarajists1 amend­
ment to reduce the salaries of Ministers to Rs. 4 was put to vote and lost-, 16 voting for 
and 46 against. Both the Ministers remained neutral.

After the SwarajistB1 amendment regarding the Ministers1 salaries was thrown out, 
the Council further discussed the salary question. There was a proposal to fix the 
Minister’s salaries at Rs. 2,000 per mensem each. Mr. Dick, nominated member, sup­
ported the proposal. This was rejected by tbe Council, 18 voting for and 4 1 against. 
Eventually a motion fixing the salary of the Ministers at Rs. 3,000 per mensem each was 
carried by the Council.

Censure Motions on the Government.
On the 15TH MARCH tbe House cut down a demand for administration of justice by 

Rs. 16,000 on the ground of economy,
The House then censured the Government on its policy regarding the appointment 

of Honorary Magistrates and the Government’s negligence in giving effect to the wishes 
of the House regarding separation' of the Executive from the Judiciary by carrying a 
cut of Rs. ],OCO.

Tbe Government was further censured on its administration of Police Department, 
the House having carried a cut of Rs. 40,000.

The House further recorded their protest for having kept European Education 
(Reserved) by carrying one rupee cut in the demand for Education (Reserved.)

The House also ventilated its many grievances regarding educational policy with 
regard to the transferred side of the department and carried a cut of Rs. 1,000.

Tbe House also censured the University Law College authorities for unjustly rusticat­
ing a student, by refusing to increase the grant. Voting was 31 against 19. Many 
Swarajists did not vote.

The House also refused to sanction Rs. 6,275 for the Personal Assistant to the 
Director of Public Instruction and censured the High School Education Board for its 
policy towards vernacular medium and carried a cut of Rs. 100.

Voting on Budget Demand Concluded.
After lunch the Council proceeded with the consideration of the remaining demands. 

As the days allotted for the discussion and voting on demands were over, the President 
put the demands to the vote. Out of a demand of Rs. 1,33,000 nnder the head ”  Educa­
tion (Reserve) ”  Rs. 1,32,999 was voted. Out of the total demand Rs. 51,27,777 under 
the head “ Education (Transferred)”  Rs. 51,15,402 was voted. The total demand of 
Rs. 13,30,000 nnder the head “ Medical (Transferred)”  was voted. Out of the total 
demand of Rs. 3,23,690 under the head “  Public Health (Transferred) ”  Rs. 3,13,600 (?) ' 
was voted. The total demands under Agriculture, Industries, Miscellaneous Civil Works 
Superannuation Allowances and Pensions, Stationery and Printing expenditure in Eng­
land, Capital ontlay on forest works, productive irrigation works, famine insurance fund 
amonnting to Rs. 26,25,000, loans and advances and refunds of revenue, amounting to 
Bs. 2,23,191 were put to vote and carrried, all cuts being withdrawn. The Council then 
adjourned.

Transaction of Official Business.
On the 16TH MARCH the Council voted some supplementary demands.
The Public Gambling (Central Provinces Amendment) Bill was introduced without 

any dissenting voice.
Tbe Central Provinces Primary Education (Amendment) Bill introducer! by the 

Hon. Mr, Raghavendra Rao was passed.
The Hon. Mr. Marten introduced a bill to provide for the consolidation of agricnl- 

tural holdings and mo veil that it should be referred to a Select Committee. The House 
was divided In giving sopport to the Bill immediately and it was decided that the Bill 
should be published and circulated to ascertain public opinion.

The Council was then adjourned.

Scheme for Mass Education.
On the 21ST MARCH Mr, K. P. Vaidya moved a resolution that the Government 

should allot Rb. 15,000 towards a scheme of mass education.
Several non-rfficlai members supported the resolution, Mr. Jaiswal moved an amend-
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ment that the scheme should be referred to a committee to be appointed by the Education 
Minister.

Mr. Beckett, Director of Public Instruction, pointed out that he was not against 
adult education. Instead of the Council agreeing to grant money for a particular scheme, 
Mr. Beckett suggested that the whole scheme of adult education should be examined by a 
committee. Some non-official members supported Mr. Beckett’s proposal.

The Hon. Mr. Raghavendra Rao, Minister for Education, said that the best way 
would be to get any echeme for mass education examined by a committee. If the House 
passed the resolution, responsibility for the bucccss or failure of the particular scheme 
placed before the Council would rest with the) Council*

Eventually the Council decided to refer the question to a Committee.

Government’s Exodus to HillB Opposed.
On the 22ND MARCH non-official business was resumed in the Council. Mr. K. P. 

Pande’s resolution that the Headquarters of the Government be not moved to the Hill 
Stations during summer and the months of September and October was carried by a large 
majority in spite of the opposition of the Hon. J .  T. Marten.

A Medical College for the Province.
Dr. N, B0 Ehare moved a resolution recommending to the Government that steps 

should be taken to establish a medical college in these provinces as early as possible. 
The mover said that the Province should be made self-contained in every respect.

Mr. G. S. Gupta, Swarajist, moved an amendment that the proposed medical college 
should also include an ayurvedic section.

There was another amendment from Mr, Thakur Chedilal to the effect that a com­
mittee should be appointed to formulate a scheme for establishing a medieai college on 
modem lmrs.

Col. K. V, Kukdey, Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals, while not opposed to the 
resolution, drew attention to the various essentials of a medical college.

The Hon. Mr. Raghavendra Rao, Minister, said that the Government was prepared to 
accept the resolution as amended by Mr, Thakur Chedilal. The Minister also added that 
be will investigate into the possibilities of the ayurvedic system also.

Eventually the amended resolution recommending the appointment of a committee ’ 
to formulate a scheme for the establishment of a college inclusive of an ayurvedic section 
was carried.

Removal of Sex Bar.
Mr. Charde moved a resolution recommending to the Government that the sex dis­

qualification for the registration as voters in the- electoral 'Tolls of the constituencies 
sending representatives to the Conncil and also for election or nomination to the said 
Conncil be removed in respect of women generally in the Central Provinces and Berar.

Several speeches were made in support of the resolution.
Mr. C. N, Trivedi opposed the resolution and pointed out that women should engage 

themselves in maternity and child welfare and social reform.
The Hon. Mr. S. B. Tambe, Home Member, said that the Government would take 

no part in the debate. The decision entirely rested with the Council. But at the same 
time the Hon. Mr. Tambe placed certain difficulties such as bringing women to the polls 
for the consideration of the House.

After some more discussion the resolution was put to vote and declared carried.

Honorary Magistrates’ Appointment;
On the 23RD MARCH the non-official resolution moved by Mr. Gole recommending to 

the Government the appointment of a district advisory committee for selection of honorary 
magistrates was taken up for discussion. It was opposed by the official members on 
the ground that the political parties in power holding strong viowB should not be invested 
with the power of recommendations.

The motion was put to vote and declared carried, 31 for and 25 against.

The Settlement Bill.
Mr, Mehta moved a resolution recommending to the Government' for placing the 

Settlement Bill before the Conncil and, pending final consideration, no new settlement 
be undertaken and all settlements now in progress be suspended.

The resolution was declared carried, 27 against 15.
Some miscellaneous resolutions, relating to tho improvements of roads, etc., were 

under discussion when the Council adjourned for lunch.



Abolition of Divisional Commissioncrships.
After InDcb the Council proceeded with the non-official resolution recommending to 

the Government to take proper steps to abolish the posts of Divisional Commissioners in 
this province. The Hon’ble Sir J . T. Marten, in opposing the resolution, said that whole­
sale abolition of the posts of the Commissioners was inconceivable ; but tbe Government 
would consider tho reduction of one post, if so desired. The resolution was put to vote 
and declared carried 35 against 15.

Amendment of Local Self-Government Act.
Leave was granted to introduce Thakcr Chhedilal’s Central Provinces Local Self- 

Government (Amendment) Bill which, after a lengthy debate, was decided to be circulated 
for ascertaining public opinion.

Sale of Country Liquor.
Mr. Gokulcband Singai then moved a- resolution recommending to the Government 

to stop tbe sale of country liquor in the rural area of Damoh District from January next.
Mr. De opposed the resolution on the ground that the consumption of foreign liquor 

would be increased if the sale of country liquor waB slopped and people would take to 
illicit dislillatfon.

The Hon’ble Mr. Baghavcndra Bao, Minister in charge of the Excise Department, 
assured the House that be would personally investigate M o the matter, as the mover 
raised a question affecting Government’s excise policy. The resolution was put to vote 
and declared carried by 29 against 11 votes. The House then adjourned.

G o v e r n o r ' s  C e r t i f i c a t i o n .
Out of a total sum of Bs. 15,84,397 under various heads refused by the C, P, Council 

H. E. the Governor certified amounts totalling,,,Bs, 8,17,859 as essential to tbe dis­
charge of his responsibitilies for administration. The details are as follow : Bs. 6,60,000 
under the bead Land Bevenue (Bescivcd); Bs. 19,250 under the head Forest (R eserved); 
Bs. 1,42,699 under the head General Administration (Beservcd); and Bs. 6,910 under the 
head Police (Reserved). The Government resolution says that the remaining reductions 
made were in the nature of token cuts which will be considered by the Government in 
due course. The reduction under the bead Land Bevenue would.be throwing out of 
employment 446 Government servants, permanent or temporary. It is also obvious that 
if tbe trained settlement staff wne dislanded it would be difficult to assemble it again 
later on.
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B. & O. Leg i s l a t i ve  Counci l .
. , ,  Tb« f i:st meeting of the Third Reformed Bihar and Orrissa Legislative Conricil was

'  ' P j tn f .° ?  t!" 13i h JANUARY 1927- After swearing in  of members the Chairman 
announced th a t H is Excellency the Governor has approved of the  election of Khan 
ijab ad n r K hw aja Mahomed Noor as the President of the Council. The new President 

, l°?k  t be cha“ ! and various sections of the House and party leaders joined in  con- 
g ra tu la ting  him on his election. The Council then  adjourned t i l l  next day when Mr 

M. fllahanty was elected the Deputy President of the Council.

The Governor's Speech.
w . On the 14TH JANUARY, addressing the new Council, His Excellency Sir Henry 
>Y neeler said that it had been his good fortune to have been associated with two Legislative 
t-ounciiB during his term of office and he rejoiced to believe that working together, they 
naa been able to do something for the benefit of the people of the province. He could only 
nope that that record might continue to be maintained. The sole wish of the whole Govern- 

adrtIid His Excellency, was to further the progress of Bihar and Orissa and they 
asKea their whole-hearted help in their efforts towards that end. Personally, he would 
th y  Bi , be Btarfc of their career but the beginning not infrequently defined character of 

,° • .aDd 80 lon8  as ho remained here, ho would follow their proceedings with 
beneficial reBt 3° d With- the carnc8t hoPe thattt><-7 might prove to fce wise, fruitful and

dnrir°r^FaJ,Hl8fcing Khan BaIjadur Khwaja Mahomed Noor on the election as the Presi- 
ttl0 Council, His Excellency expressed the hops that his tenure of office might bo 

rnpiiftn,and ouccessful. The Khan Bahadur, said Hi s Excellency, had already given 
did ne? evidence m tha Past Councils of his fitness for the post to which, therefore, he 
the onnL00m9 “ ntrie,l‘ rt must bo gratifying to him to feel that he continued to enidy 
been hn I n*°e ° f blB fellow members. Sufficient experience of the new Councils had now 
entrnJSi ,to demonstrate to all the importance of the presiding officer. To him was 
ditrnifi a t,lleJduty ot ensuring that the proceedings of the Council were conducted in a 
“  ,and orderly fashion and he had a right to expect fullest co-operation of all
members irrespective of party in discharging this responsibility.

Voting on Supplementary Demand.
.tbe1 17TH JANUARY public galleries were fully packed in view of the mtcrest 

roused in the constitutional issue raised by the Swarajists over what they thought was 
pr™‘°  ° £ th? oonstitutional convention by the Ministers in accepting office without
. sanding a majority of elected members of the Council and not advising the Governor
nnrf a uPon Leader of the Swaraj Party (which according to them was the largest 
party) to form a Ministry.

Opportunity was taken by the Swarajists to discuss this question under a motion 
Tor«8 u j  cmcn âr^ dcmand for providing Rs. 12 ,0 0 0  for teaching accommodation for the 
o,  ̂ edpur Technical School, The debate lasted for the whole day. Mr. Sri Krishna 
*  leader of Swaraj Party, stated that constitutionally the Ministers had no 

 ̂ness to continue in offico when they did not have behind them tho support of a 
elected members. They could not exist merely on the supports of official and

nominated members.
. Tbo Jfon'ble Sir Fakbruddin (Minister of Education) replied that ho know no 
rail ? ° 8 constitution in which a leader had refused to form a Ministry when
th • i by the King to do so. Though be believed that dyarchy wab not perfect, 

ey should at any rate work it to point out the defects therein in order to rectify them 
Dft gain more powers. Personally he was prepared to resign it, provided the Swarajists 
ere also prepared to accept office and shoulder the responsibility.

On division being called the motion for supplementary demand was carried by 43 
v - 8 against 33 of the Swarajists. The Council then adjourned till the 14th February.

B u d g e t  f o r  1 9 2 7 - 2 8 *
On the 14 Til FEBRUARY tho Hon. Maharaja, Bahadur Keshav Prasad Singh of 

unmraon, Finance Member, made his first budget speech in the Council while presenting the
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budget estimates for 1927-28. At the outset the Finance Member emphasised the fact that 
(he System of public finance should not only be well-designed but well-understood and 
jealously maintained and it was in every way to bo desired that people's representatives m 
the Council should realise their responsibilities with regard to it and the close connection 
between the financial proposals of the Government as set forth in the budget and the 
practical well-being of silent millions whom the represented.

Receipt and Expenditure.
Coming to the budget proper and financial position of the province, the Finance 

Member stated that they anticipated starting the current year with h balance of just over 
2 crores but when the final accounts were made out they proved to have a balance of 
some Re. 20 lakhs more than they expected, th.e figure being Bs. 2,24,87,000 including 
the ordinary balance available for general purposes of Rs. 1,68,13,000 and Bs. 66,24,000 
in the Famine Insurance. Fund. The difference was principally due to the revenue of 
the last year being Rs. l i  lakhs above and expenditure debitable to revenue Bs. 9 lakhs 
below the revittd estimate of that year. During the current year they now anticipated 
that revenue would amount to Rs. 5,72,01,000 or about Rs. 9 lakhs more than the budget- 
led figure of Bs 6,63,33,000, while on the other side of the account they anticipated that 
expenditure debitable to revenue would amount to Bs. 6,13,15,000 or about 1 and three- 
fourth lakhs more than the figure of Rs. 6 ,1 1 ,59,000  originally anticipated and provided 
in the current year’s budget. Whereas their total revenue was expected to amount to 
Bs, 5,67,42,000, their total expenditure debitable to revenue omitting provision for new 
schemes was expected to amount to Bs, 5,85,21,000 or about 18 lakhs more than their 
revenne. The corner stone of their financial edifice was the relation between their 
revenue and revenue expenditure and it would therefore be at once recognised that there 
was ground for serious thought when they would have to enter upon the new year with 
their existing liabilities well ahead of their revenue.,,, He, however, maintained that the 
outlook was not so gloomy as it might at first sight appear and so would sura up the 
situation by saying that failing a breakdown of excise revenue their prospects should 
improve during the next three years but owing rather to reduction of expenditure than 
to increase of revenue. In their present position, it was not considered safe to incur 
new expenditure to the extent of more than 17 and three-fourth lakhs. Of the money 
available for new schemes 5 lakhs and 19 thousands had been allocated to the Reserved 
and 12 lakhs and 67 thousands or more than twice as much to the transferred. Taking all 
these proposals their total revenue expenditure would amount to Bs. 61,47,000 and total 
expenditure to Be. 6,34,01,000. They would thus close the year with the balance of 
Be. 1,44,25,000 of which Bs. 81,16,000 would be in Famine Insurance Fund while their 
ordinary balance would amount to only Be. 63 lakhs.

Concluding, the Finance Member said that they had a series of good years and 
Government in their wisdom bad taken full advantage of them. What were visions in 
19 12  were now solid realities. They had a University, a Medical College and an Engi- ( 
ncering College. Schools and hospitals had been increased and improved beyond all 
knowledge. Nearly half a crore of recurring expenditure on the transferred nation­
building departments had been incurred during the last four years. But it was obvious that 
the poorest province in India could not go on indefinitely adding to its permanent 
burdens at this rate. He hoped that this time next year, the outlook would be brighter 
than it was to-day,

Self-Government in Chota Nagpur.
On the 18Tfl FEBRUARY a long discussion centred on the first non official resolu­

tion on the agenda paper demanding that the privilege of electing non-offioial chairmen 
should be extended to district boards in Chota Nagpur.

Babu Sri Krishna Singh (leader of the Swaraj Party) moving this resolution said that 
Chota Nagpur was unjustly deprived of an important political right. The Local Self- 
Government Act was intended to train people in the art of self-government and it had 
a great direct influence on public life, as people in villages were directly connected with 
affairs of district boards and they properly understood them. He traced Lord Ripon s 
policy with regard to local self-government in India and pointed out that it was his 
genuine deeire to see that the cause of local self-government advanced in this country.
Ha hoped that the Council would register its verdict in favour of the resolution,

Rai Bahadur Sarat Chandra Bay moved an amendment that the board should be 
empowered to elect chairmen from among themselves* official or non-official, or from 
outside.

Baba Sridbar Samal (Depressed Classes) opposing the resolution said that it would 
be to the advantage of the people of Chota Nagpur that the Government were the custo-
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dians of their interests. When the proper time came the Government would give them 
that privilege. He complained of the disabilities imposed upon them by the higher 
castes and pointed out that no regard was paid by them to their interests. Only Govern­
ment and the Christian missionaries had done something for their advancement.

Mr. S’ilton (Chief Secretary) on behalf of the Government stated that he was surprised 
at this demand being put forward by Bihari and Oriya members who had their own 
pressing questions to cdnslder. His observations were based on personal knowledge and 
not on abstract theories. He bad worked in Chota Nagpur in his official capacity for 
10 years and he had therefore come into close connection with the people there. For 
the backward areas the Government was a person, and as their motions did not extend 
beyond the limits of the district and their vision was restricted the Government was de 
facto the District Officer. On account of their backwardness the Government was bound 
to take care of those classes. Mr. Hammond pointed oat that they had official chairmen 
to protect colliery interests and to see that justice was done to colliery owners.

The amendment was lost and the main resolution was carried, 52 voting for and 39 
against it. The Council then adjourned.

Committee to Enquire into Coal Depression.
On the 21ST FEBRUARY the coal industry and the Santhal Parganas district 

figured in the debate in the Council, when two non-official resolutions were moved 
demanding a committee of enquiry into the causes of the heavy depression in the coal 
industry in the Province and extension of the operation of the Local Self-Government 
(Amendment) Act (1925) to the district of the Santhal Parganas.

Babu Jagat Narain Lai, pleader, of the Independent Congress Party, moved a resolu­
tion urging the appointment of a committee of enquiry into the causes of the heavy 
depression in the coal industry with a view to suggesting means to remove them. 
Within the year 1924-25, 156 companies had closed down. The industry had been 
greatly handicapped owing to enhanced railway and shipping rates,

Babu Gur Sabay Lai moved an amendment that enquiry be made with special 
reference to the fostering of the by-products relating to coal.

Mr. Devaki Prashad Sinha pointed out that such a committee would be futile, as the 
remedy of the causes lay with the Government of India, and the Local Government had 
nothing to do with the question involved.

Mr. Lewis (Revenue Secretary) explaining the attitude of the Government, said that 
the resolution raised an all-India Issue with which the Local Government was not con­
cerned, The depression was not due to local facts. Oa the assurancs given by Mr. 
Hammond, leader of the House, that a small committee would be acceptable to the Govern­
ment, under certain limitations, the resolution was ultimately withdrawn.

Babu Ram Dayalu Sinba, Swarajist, moved that operation of the Local Self-Govern­
ment Act be extended to the Santhal Parganas,

Mr. Hammond, on behalf of the Government, opposed the motion and observed that the 
Santhals were a simple and credulous people, and they needed protection, firstly, from the 
pressure of landlords, secondly from moneylenders, and thirdly from the evil of litigarion.

The resolution was carried by 41 votes to 38.
Administration of Sone Canals.

On the 22ND FEBRUARY, Kumar Rajiva Ranjan Prashad Sinba moved a resolution 
demanding a committee of enquiry into the grievances of cultivators in regard to the 
Administration of the Sone Canals and to suggest measures for affording relief. The 
grievances were mainly enhanced water rates, insufficiency of water supplied,, irregu­
larity of supply and relaxation of supervision over the subordinate staff of the canals. 
Rai Bahadur Bishun Swarup, Chief Engineer, replying on behalf of the Government, 
stated that during the years 1923, 1924, and 1925 the Government convened three con­
ferences of officials and non-officials to suggest all possible improvements with regard to 
the administration. Constant efforts were made to enquire into.the complaints made 
and the Government had done everything that could reasonably be done to meet them. 
Under the circumstances there was no necessity for a committee.

The resolution was ultimately carried without a division.
Another resolution, which occupied much time, was regarding the improvement in 

the pay and prospects of members of the subordinate educational service, several members 
representing that these men were poorly paid. The resolution was carried by 36 votes to 32.

The Budget Discussion.
General discussion of the Budget commenced on the 24TH FEBRUARY and con­

tinued till the next day. On the last day in summing' up the discussion the Uon’ble



Maharaja Bahadur of Damraon, the Financo Mprober, claimed that the nation-building 
departm en ts had bn.en more generously treated in Bihar than in any other province in 
India. He stated that since the introduction of reforms, the total expenditure that has 
been incurred on new schemes on the reserved side was Bs, 4,17,000 recurring and 
Bs. 47,66,000 non-recurring. On the transferred side * corresponding figures were 
Bs. 1,43,30,000 recurring and Bs. 1,28,67,000 non-recurring. Again comparing the expen­
diture of 1921-22 with those of 1927-28 excluding non-effective charges, they found 
that there had been an increase of only I t  per cent under Bcserved side, while under 
Transferred, the increase was one of 55 per cent. They had incurred nearly half crore 
of new recurring expenditure on the transferred departments. He did not believe that 
there was any other provinces in India that could show such a record.

V o t i n g  o n  B u d g e t  D e m a n d s .
On the 5TH MABCH the Council vot* d three budget demands of Bs. 21,66,508, 

Bs. 19,52,118 and Bs, 3,04,593 in respect of land revenue, excise and stamps respectively,
A token cat of Bs. 100 was moved on the excise demand to urge the prohibition by the 
Government, but was ultimately rejected. The Government pointed out that the policy of 
total prohibition was not feasible from a practical point of view although the Govern­
ment had always aimed at a policy of maximum revenue and minimum consumption.

Acquisition of Private Forests in Choi a Nagpur.
On th e  7TH MARCH by 55 votes to 33 the Council refused provision of 

Bs. 1.00,500 for acquisition of private forests of Chota Nagpur. Non-official members 
who moved omission of th is  item  urged that acquisition of these forests meant encroach­
ment upon the rights of land-lords and tenants and the Government should not follow 
this policy of acquisition. The Government replied that rapid denudation of private 
forests of Chota Nagpur had become a matter of "serious public concern and the only 
effective salvation of these forests lay in acquisition. The Government was, therefore, 
aiming at conservation of the forests which would in course of time prove to be remu­
nerative as well as of great utility in removing one of the causes of floods in Orissa.

Censure Motion on Ministers Defeated.
On the 8TH MABCH the Swarajist members in the Council raised once again 

& constitutional debate in moving a token cut of Bs. 100 on the demand for Ministers9 
salaries.

Bahu Nirsu Narayan Singh (Sw arajist) who moved the cut said that the motion was 
intended as a vote of oonsure against the present Ministers and against the Ministry. 
His first grievance against the Ministers was that they violated the very spirit of the 
constitution in accepting the office without enjoying the confidence of a majority of 
elected members and in not advising His Excellency the Governor to invite the Swaraj 
Party which he claimed was the majority party. The constitution meant that Ministers , 
should depend on a majority of elected members. No instance, continued the speaker, 
could be found where Ministers had violated the constitution in such a manner. He 
contended that the Ministers had not enunciated any definite policy in their term of 
office. It was a great slur on the province that no capable men could be found to replace 
these Ministers who had been appointed for the third time. Thus the members other 
than the Swarajists were refused the opportunity of shouldering the responsibility.

Baba Lakshmidhar Mahanthi (Orissa), supporting the  motion, complained that Orissa 
had not been given a proper share in the* ad m in is tra tio n  of the province and put forward 
the claim of Oriesa for a third Minister. p .

Baba Bhagwati Saran opposed the motion as ho thought that the present Ministers 
who had done good work should not be censured like that.

The Hon’ ble Mr. Hammond, speaking on the motion, said that the Ministers should 
enjoy the confidence of the House as a whole. The Ministers had discharged their duties 
to the satisfaction of the elected members of the Council. As regards 1 be suggestion for 
the third Minister for Orissa, he said that in the first Reformed Government they had a 
Minister from Orissa. He pointed out that the representation on the Ministry on 
the basis of claims of localities and communities was destructive of the development of 
a .true sense of nationalism. It was wrong to say that the claims of Orissa had not 
received due consideration. He thought that it was not the proper time for the Orissa 
members to raise this side issne. The Ministers had discharged their duties to the oesfc 
of their ability and enjoyed the confidence of the Council as constitute/.!.

Khan Bahadur Mahomed Naira, opposing the motion, said that the whole idea of 
of the Swarajists was to wreck the constitution and make the Government impossible as
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• had come with a definite pledge not to accept office. It wag, therefore, Ihe duty o!
those members who had come to work the Reforms to support the Ministers who had done 
excellent work and enjoyed the fullest confidence of members of the House barring the
Swarajists. \  m

Babn Rajandbari Singh, opposing the motion, said that the Ministers had not violated 
the constitution as they knew they enjoyed the confidence of the people.

The Hon’ ble Mr. Ganesh Butt Singh (Minister for Local Self-Government), replying, 
said he knew that as a Minister, he was not a permanent fixture nor would those who 
succeeded him. The Orissa members wanted a third Minister and that was why they 
had joined in the motion for censure. Rut that was for the Government and His 
Excellency to decide, He know that the Swarajists had their block in the Council, but 
barring them, he claimed that he and hi a colleague, Sir Syed Mahomed Fakruddin, had 
a larger following than any other members in the Council,

The Hon’ ble Sir Syed Mahomed Fakruddin, Minister of Education, replying, said 
that after six years of strenuous work to advance the educational progress of the 
Province, he found that expressions and gestures were used against him which were highly 
disappointing. It was said that ministership was sweet and tempting to him. He would 
tell them that it was not sweet but sour. (A voice : Why not resign it || He had a high 
position in the Bar with no ministerial responsibility and worries. The Oriya members 
8aid that they bad nothing personally against the Minister. If so, why should they join 
m this motion of censure which challenged the character and honour of Ministers ? It 
was wrong to say that Ministers had violated the constitutional convention.

Motion Lost,
On a division the motion was ultimately rejected by 44 votes to 37. Members from 

Ori88a kept neutral.

Government House Garden Parties,
By a majority of 54 voles to 23, the Council rejected and dissociated itself from the 

motion for a token cut of Rs. 100 for provision for staff and household of H. E. the 
Governor.

Mr. Dsvaki Prasad Sinha (Independent Congress Party) who was the author of this 
motion criticised the management at garden parties of the Government House and 
asserted that a distinction was drawn between Indiau and European guests. A number 
of members made speeches dissociating themselves from the motion.

The Hon’ ble Mr. Hammond (leader of the House), replying, said that His Excellency 
the Governor accepted full responsibility for the management of his parties and he did 
bot desire that any official member should defened the household management on the floor 
of the House. He continued that in discussing this they could not separate the \ host 
from hospitality. He pointed out that there were two kinds of guests, one who accepted 
the hospitality and the other who, on political considerations, did not accept it. But the 
mover wanted to create a third kind of guests t-o which India was unaccustomed and the 
House resented as they enjoy the hospitality and would at the same time criticise and 
cavil at it. The Council then adjourned.

Ministers’ Salaries Voted.
On the 9TH MARCH by a majority of 53 votes to 85 the Council rejected another 

Swarajist motion for the total omission of the provision of Rs. 1,15,911 for thje Ministers 
Swarajists tabled this motion against the dyarebioal system of Government.^

Mr, Krishna Ballab Sahay, Swarajist, who moved for the omission of* this provision 
pointed out that the Devolution Rule 6 entitled the Governor-General to saspend or revoke 
the transferred department. Rule 10 made the services not subordinate to the Ministers 
but to the Governor. Section 53 (3) made the Ministers mere advisers. Section 82 
entitled the Governor to withhold bis assent from any act of the Council and Section 72 
directed that no appropriation of revenues could be made except with the consent of the 
Governor. How Could a Minister bq said to have any powers ? While other countric, 
continued the speaker, have completed the progress of literacy, India had progressed from 
3*1 in 1891, to 5 '1  in 1921 and to 5 6 in 1925. At this rate literacy would be complete in 
30 years. Bihar made less progress than India as a whole, technical education had 
been started long before the Reforms. If the Reformed Government could boast of 
engineering and medical colleges the pre-Rcform Government could boast of the Govt, of 
India Act which had given more powers to the Governor and made Ministers powerless.

Mr. Sridhar Samal (Depressed classes) opposing the motion said that the 'question of 
Hindu-Muslim, Brahmin-Non-Brahrnin difference s had to be settled before they demand
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Swaraj, it  was wrong to say that the Reforms had not given them anything. He thought 
that the constitutional advance should be in stages,

Mr. Sri Krishna Singh (leader of the Swaraj Party) supporting the motion said that 
he had got the highest respect for the Ministers; but he condemned the system of diarchy. 
He contended that the Government of India Act had given the Governor greater powers 
with regard to the transferred departments. The Governor dealt with the Ministers 
separately and overnled them when he happened to differ from them. Then he urged 
that the Ministers be given a free hand with regard to the administration of the trans­
fer red departments. He then pointed out that they bad not the power of the purse. By 
the Reforms there was no change m the system of administration and the administration 
had become more expensive. This was admitted even by the Ministers in their memo­
randum to the Reforms Enquiry Committee. ~By not allowing this system to continue 
they would show that this Government was not carried on by the consent of the people. 
He asked them how they could sanction a system of Government which bad no real 
powers. Some members saw the band of the'wrecker in this motion, but posterity would 
judge if their action was not guided by national impulse. _  . ,*' _

Mr Cbandresbwar Prasad Narayan Sinha opposing the motion said that there was
no reason why a section of the people having faith in wording the Reforms should be
obstructed by another section which had no faith in it. . .

Rai Shiraj Krishna (Swarajist) supporting the motion asked if 6 years of working 
the Reforms bad not revealed to them that it had nothing in it.

The Hon. Sir Syed Mahomed Fakhruddin, Minister of Education, replying, said that 
his views about diarchy were well-known. He admitted that there were defects in it 
and that Ministers bad to work under various restrictions. He himself wanted that the 
system should be changed. They had on their part inspite of these restrictions and limi­
tations done their best. He then referred to^tbe educational progress made in the

^^The* motion was ultimately rejected by 53 votes to 35. Then the whole demand of 
Ra 50 99 515 under general administration was put to vote and agreed to. The demand 
under Administration of Justice was being discussed when the Council adjourned.

Demand under Justice and Jails#
On the 10th MARCH the Council voted demands of Rs. 29,75,694 and Rs. 17,06,738 

fnr administration of justice and jails and convict settlement respectively. There was 
a discussion on a token cut of Rs. 100 proposed on the administration of justice in the 
course of which the members called attention to the delay m giving effect to the proposal 
of separation o f the judicial and executive functions and urged the appointment ol a 
MmltoJudge on the bench 6f the Patna High Court, It was replied on behalf of the 
Government that the recommendations of the local Government with regard to the pro- 
noral of separation of judicial and executive functions were under consideration of the 
o-/w<>rnment of India and the Government would in future most carefully consider tho 

and desirability of appointing a Mussalman as a High Court Judge The 
motiotf was ultimately withdrawn. The demand under “ Police" was being discussed

when the CouncU^tljou^n^ ^  Conncjl vote(j a number of budget demands for grants
including Rs. 73,84,187 for Police and Rs. 1,39,791 for Education (Rceerved) respectively 
His Excellency Sir Henry Wheeler and [Lady Wheeler were present in the Distinguished 
Visitors "Gallery*

Primary Education in Bihar,
On fha 14TH MARCH the Council discussed the SwarajiBt motion for a token cut of 

Bs 100 In the demand for education (transferred). A
Mr R am dayala S inha, m over, Mr. N irsn  N arayan  Singh and M r. M ubarak All took the 
nnnortunitv  to  d is c u s  tho education policy and call a tten tion  to specific questions 
E a t S  l i l h  it  The mover and  Mr, N iM  N arayan  Bingb M B tn d  Jb .fr  «  W o *  ™

C S fe S S 'b e  given fr/o discretion to work Ml M» Nlratim l l
A x .. Mr Nirsu Naravan characterised the policy as detrimental to tho

• f&fcSSa of the people and asserted that, during the last 6 years, Ministers 
had not laid down any definite policy with regard to primary education which was most

to Moslem ed,cation in the ptoti.ee .M
that fair treatment should be accorded to it. fhaf u wan

Hon. Sir Fakhruddin, Minister of Education, replying, assuredthemembers that it was
not his policy to impose any restrictions upon local Indies with regard to any pro
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gramme of primary education. He would be the last person to interfere with the 
discretion of the local bodies in working out a programme. If any restrictions had been 
put, they bad been put from bona fid i motives.. It was the desire of the Government to 
see that primary education was spmad as quickly as possible. But the whole question 
was about funds. The Hon. Minister had not concluded his speech when the Council 
adjourned,

Mr, Hammond Congratu’ated.
On the 15TH MARCH, the Council reassembling, members from all sections and 

party groups took opportunity to congratulate the Hon’ble Mr, Hammond (leader of the 
House) on his new appointment as Governor bf Assam.

Mr. Sri Krishna Singh, leader of the Swarajya Party, Messrs Mubarak Ali, Devaki 
Prasad Sinha and Sri Krishna Mahapatra and others participating in chorus of congratu­
lations wished Mr. Hammond success in his new exalted office.

The Hon’ ble Mr. Hammond thanked them in reply and said that he was very sorry 
to leave Bihar with which he had old associations.

Voting on Budget GrantB Concluded.
To-day was the last day for voting on Government Budget demands for grants. At 

five in the evening the guillotine was applied and all the remaining Government demands 
were put to vote and carried. The Council adjourned till next day when supplementary 
demands were taken up.

Sir H. Wheelei’s Farewell Address.
On the 1 6 TH MARCH, in his farewell address to the Bihar and Orissa Legislative 

Council, His Excellency Sir Henry Whpeler said that he did not leave the province 
in a state of financial despondency in which he found it and he regarded it with 
satisfaction that they, under the constitution as it stood, whatever might be their views 
regarding it, had been able to do some work of value. Relating the parable of the 
Stranded wayfarer, His Excellency exhorted them to face facts, shoulder loads, welcome 
the help of all who offered it, trust to a wise leader and disregard false guides and set 
forth along the winding road in good heart and with single-minded sincerity of purpose 
and the dawn would see them home. He assured them that they had many official well- 
wishers on their journey. Some of them perchance were apt to regard them as the > 
hosts of the maidan prowling round and round, others to resent it when they deprecated 
short cuts or pointed out false trials. But officials, he continued, had already shared 
the fatigue of many a hot, long and dusty march and they offered them their help on 
the remainder of the way.

Concluding, His Excellency said that they had come to a stage together and his 
good-will went with them on the rest of the route, To ail who had helped in accomplishing 
whatever during the last fivo years had been achieved, he offered his sincerest personal 
acknowledgments and his parting wishes were for the welfare of them all and of the 
province which he had endeavoured to serve.

Voting on Supplementary Grants.
After going through the last day's programme and voting a number of supplementary 

demands for grants which oocupied the whole day the Bibar and Orissa Legislative Council 
adjourned to-day ’* sine die.”

m m  dmA
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The B urma L e g i s l a t i v e  Counci l .
The Budget Session of the Burma Legislative Council "was opened by H, E. the 

Governor on the 24TH JANUABY 1927. There w as a large attendance of members. The 
visitors* gallery was also full. There was a large crowd in the vicinity of the Council to 
greet His Excellency.

In addressing the Council His Excellency spoke on the advancement of Burma and 
Rangoon, After referring to the v isits  of the Commander-in-Chief, Sir Basil Blackett 
and Sir Ronald Boss, he made a general survey of the condition of the province which 
be said was satisfactory. In the course of the survey he touched on agricultural expan­
sion of maritime trade and progress made by the development trust, public hraltb, 
breaches on railway line, crime position, communications, university and recent despatch 
of cxpedl- ion to the Triangle to abolish slavery. As regards agriculture, the Governor 
said there was a record rice crop and although harvests in Upper Burma had suffered, 
the general outlook was satisfactory.- In maritime tr.adc there had been g rea t expansion 
in the year 1925-26. The number of ships which entered into the ports was 1676, as 
compared with 1894 of Bombay and 1194 of Calcutta. The net registered tonnage was 
4 millions tons in Rangoon as compared wit-b 4 and half millions in Bombay and about 
2 and seven-eight millions in Calcutta. Rangoon was now the second port in the Indian 
Empire. Public health on the whole had been satisfactory and, in this conrection, His 
Excellency ireferred to the presence of the British Social Hygiene Council DcIegat:ou in 
Rangoon and enquiries now being conducted by the Health Ocmmittcc appointed by 
the local Government. R eg ard in g  railway brraohee, be i 'imarked that the Government 
realised that the question of flooding was a very serious one and that no unnecessary delay 
would tako place in taking action on the reports of the Committee which would be 
published shortly. The latest returns of crime, the Governor observed, were, very encour­
aging, though the crime season was not y e t in full sw ing and he was not disposed to 
prophesy. He thought they were proceeding on the right lines to bring crime back 
to resonable dimensions. Murder, he said, bad not yet shown an appreciable tendency 
to decrease; but the Committee appointed to tackle this difficult question would shortly 
submit i ts  report. Here he testified to the excellent lard work of the District Officers 
and police forces in the suppression of crime. Communication, His Excellency pointed 
out were steadily improving. He expected to get Feme return for the heavy outlay on 
the*Migaldon Cantonment which should be ready for occupation in the next October. 
The University, he observed, was emerging from difficulties which brtet its biith and 
everything was in the train for rapid advance. He gave the assurance that the Goiem­
inent would do all in its power to assist the University to an early completion of its, 
building schemes. His Excellency spoke on the recen t Durbar held at Myitkyina and on 
the setting out of Mr, Barnard and his assist a n ts  on the detailed w ork  of the emanc’pa- 
tion of slaves in the triangle. He trusted that this would be carried out piomptly and 
successfully and the blot on th e  fair name of the Province would be removed. In this 
connection His Excellency acknowledged the great assistance received from Lord Irwin
and Sir Basil Blackett. t ,

Concluding he referred to the great importance of the Session, this being the last 
over which Sir Robert Giles presided. * He thanked Sir Robert for the services rendered to 
the Province and felt that it would be hard to find successor to him.

T h e  B u d g e t  f o r  1 9 2 7 - 2 8 .
After the Governor had left the Council, there was a short interval wheat the Council 

resumed its session. New members including Mr. U. Mg. Gyee, ex-Education Minister 
were sworn in. The Finance Member then presented tbe budget.

The budget sanctioned by the Legislative Council in March 1926 assumed the 
opening balance of Rs. 2,82,50,000 receipts amounting to Rs. 10,67,33,000 and an expendi­
ture of Rs. 11,81, 86,000 (of which Rs. 2,03,32,000 was classed as capital expenditure) 
dud a closing balance of Re. 68,28,000. The opening balance fell short of the estimate 
by Rs. 39,27,000. The year 1925-26 was considerably less favourable to the agriculturist 
than tbe previous year aud although receipts exceeded expenditure, it fell short of the 
estimates adopted in March 1925, The surplus was below anticipations during the current 
year. So far as can be seen at present and despite the facts that rains have been normal,
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the estimates both of receipts and expenditure which were adopted last March will be 
worked up to within the exception. Provision was made under debt beads for a loan of 
Rs. 65 lakhs, to the Rangoon Port Trust, The Commissioners have decided to raise a loan 
in the open market and provision for the loan will not be required. On information at 
present available, it has been estimated that the closing balance on the 31st March 1927 
will be Rs. 90 lakhs or Rs. 21,72,000, more than the estimate. This amount of Rs 90 lakhs 
has been adopted as the opening balance in the budget for 1928.

Estimates for 1928.
For the purpose of the budget for theicoming year, continuance of the existing taxes 

is assumed. It is estimated the ordinary revenue receipts will amount to Rs. 10,36,24,000 
and ordinary expenditure charged to revenue to Rs. 10,03,84,000. It is proposed 1o 
incur a capital expenditure amounting to Rs. 2,58,61,000, of which one Us. 1,29,11,000 
represents expenditure for which loans are nob admissible under Debt Heads. Receipts 
anticipated are Rs. S0,75,0Q0 (excluding the loan of Rs. 1,36,00,000 which it is propoeed to 
take from provincial loans fund) and expenditure Rs. 28,44,000, Towards this -there is 
available from the anticipated opening balance (excluding the amount to the credit of 

• Provincial Famine Insurance Fund Rs. 1,26,000 which cannot be used for ordinary 
expenditure) only Rs. 88,74,000. It is proposed to bridge the gap by borrowing one 
Rs. 1,36,000 from Provincial Loans Fund of the Central Government less any remission of 
Provincial contribution which the Central Government may grant. This amount is less 
by Rs. 38,47,000 than the balance which is expected to be at the credit of the local 
Government on the 1st April 1927 on account of its loans and advances to local bodies, 
agriculturists and others and it will not be necessary to borrow for any specific purpose 
or to transfer from revenue to capital account any capital expenditure incurred in the 
past on the objects for which loans were admissible.

The financial position of the Province on the 31st March 1928 is thus: It is 
estimated on the 31st March 1928 provincial balance will be reduced to Rs. 2 ,10 ,000. 
Balance at the credit of the Province on account of loans and advance by the local 
Government will be Us 1,72,88,000 and the Pr0vine© will owe Rs, 1,36,00,000 to Provincial 
Loans Fund of the Central Government. The Province wilt be committed a large pro­
gramme of expenditure on public works. It will be impossible to carry these to completion } 
without borrowing some two and half crorea annually. Charges on loans necessary to 
carry the programme through to completion could be met by the margin between ordinary 
receipts and ordinary expenditure supplemented by the entire remission of the provincial 
contribution; but it will be necessary to avoid further heavy commitments on non­
productive schemes and to curb severely the present tendency to increase recurring liabi­
lities. *;

The Finance Member pointed out that on the reserve side, increase in expenditure 
has been comparatively much less than on the transferred subjects and in support quoted 
figures. He paid a tribute to Mr. Booth Gravely, Secretary, Mr. Gilliatt, Additional 
Secretary, Rai Sahib Ashutosh Basu, Assistant Secretary and others of the Finance Depart­
ment for their* unstinted co-operation in the laborious taek of the preparation of the budget.

Other Business.
Tbe official business transacted after the presentation of the budget was the intro­

duction of a Bill to determine tbe salary of the President of the Burma Legislative Council 
(Rs. 4,000). The Council then adjourned till the 1st February.

Foreigners’ Marriage with Burmese Women.
On the 1ST FEBRUARY, discussion was resumed ou the resoHition fur application 

of Buddhist laws to marriages contracted between Burman Buddhist women and foreigners. 
Mr, A. Egear, Government Advocate, explained what the law on the sublet\ was at 
present. He pointed out the objections which came in tbe way of carrying out such a 
motion. He thought tbe matter was of all-India importance and could have been better 
discussed in the Legislative Assembly though he doubted it ever would have met with 
much success there, if the intention of the mover was to protect ignomnt Burmese 
women, the best means would be to start propaganda showing tbo dangers arising nut of 
such marriages. He stated that codification of Buddhist laws was coming up More; the 
Council and the mover would have then a better opportunity of moving an amendment
to the main Bill to carry out his desire. , D-1l , ,

The Home Member said that the committee was now discussing the Bill and the
mover co n S V v e  his views to one of the three members of the Council ou the Committee,
He e d e d  tBhe BiU would be before the Council in the September session.

The resolution was then withdrawn.
I ’ 1 .



State Management of Burmese Railways.
The question of State management versus company management was the subject- 

matter of anotbfr resolution discussed in the Council. Mr, U. Pu, leader of the Home Rule 
Party, moved that this Council considers that the best interests of the province arc m 
the present circumstances likely to be served by State management of Burma railways 
on the termination of the present contiact and requests the local Government to take the 
opportunity of recommending this view t0‘ the India Government and the Secretary of 
State. The mover, in urging the reasons, said that practically they had no voice in the 
management and that Burmans were not given sufficient encouragement to join rail­
way service, - . 0

A number of members took part in the discussion, most of them supporting btate
management. , . > , . . .

The Finance Member informed the House that Government benches would not vote 
on the motion. In explaining this attitude, he said that a similar motion was disallowed 
last year by the Governor, the subject matter being central. This ye r the motion has 
been allowed as the India Government wanted to know the opinion of the local Govern­
ment and the latter would like to be guided in this matter by non-offic al opinion in this 
House. According to the present arrangement, the contract with the Burma Railway 
would terminate on a year’s notice. He asked the House to consider the disadvantages 
that may result from State management so long as Burma remains part of the Indian 
Empire. He also quoted instances of several countries where State management had not
proved to be a success. . .

Mr. Crosthwaite, Officiating Agent of Burma Railways, spoke refuting the mover s 
reason regarding employment of Burmans and the Railway Advisory Oomraittee.

The resolution was then carried without division. The Council then adjourned,

Removal of Sex Disqualification,
On the 3RD FEBR U ARY Mr. Thein ''Maung, the Nationalist Party’s chief whip, 

introduced a Bill for encouraging the national sports of Burma. It wanted to provide
a  perm anen t in stitu tio n  to be called n a tiona l sports in stitu tion  and association for Burm a
as a body corporated with a common seal with the head office in Rangoon, The l»il
stated  th a t  the  association should have the power to take  all law ful steps in any p a rt of 
B urm a for prom oting field and aq u a tic  sports and games or exhibitions of sk u l m  which
competition or display depends upon human endeavour without the aid of horse or other 
animals. The mover proposed referring the Bill to a Select Committee.

The Home Member, in opposing, said that the Bill would clas.i with the village and 
police acta and such associations could better be formed with private enterprise. The 
motion was put to vote and lost by 21 against 41.

Removal of Sex D isqualification,
The n e x t item  on the  agenda w hich  evoked much in te rest was Mr, A M aung Gyec’s 

resolution recom m ending to  the G overnm ent th e  rem oval of sex disqualification clauses
from the Burma electoral rules. The mover described the important position occupied by
women in  Burma and the am ount of freedom enjoyed by them  both  in  the  past and the 
p resen t times. I n  m any  respects, be  opined they  were fa r  ahead of the  women m  Ind ia . 
H e pointed out to  the  advancem ent made by In d ia n  women m  the  d irec tion  of P?W °a 
em ancipation  of the  coun try  an d  he could find no  reason why Burmese women should 
have an y  bar on them . H e though t th e ir  presence in  the  C ouncil would be very  useful 
du ring  the  discussion of such subjects as  pub lic  health  and san ita tion .

A fter the  resolution had been discussed for sometim e by the  non-official m cm b-is, 
the  Home M em ber, opposing the resolution, said B urm a was never know n to> havei a 
represen tative in stitu tio n  on  w estern  lines and  women n o t being versed in  w estern in s ti­
tu tio n s  of th is  k in d , the  resolution was, in  his opinion, prem ature. H e  th o u g h t they 
would w a it fo r th e  S ta tu to ry  Commission an d  th e n  place th e ir  views foi> the rem oval of 
sueb d isqualifica tion  before the  Commission. Though th e re  w ere num erous women’s 
associations a ll over th e  province, no  represen ta tion  has been received from  them . H e 
r a te d  th e ’ question w hether Pongyis would a t  a ll like to  be legislated by wom en and 
expressed s tfo n g d o u b t. The resolution w as pressed to  a  d ivision and  lost by 46 ag a in st 31.

Closure of Rice Liquor Shops.
The on ly  o ther item  of business disposed of a t  the  C ouncil m eeting on th is  day  was a  

non-official reso lu tion  recom m ending to  the  G overnm ent to  close a l l  H law za (rice liquor) 
shops in  B urm a on tho expiry  of th e ir  c u rre n t licences. The reso lu tion  was lost. The

‘ Council then adjourned.

390 T H E  BURMA LEG ISLA TIV E COUNCIL [Rangoon



mm

4 feb . *27] GENERAL D ISCtisSiO N  €>§ T H E  BUDGET 3§§
G e n e r a l  D i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  B u d g e t .

On the 4TH FEBRUARY, the whole day was devoted to a general discussion of the 
budget. Nine non-official members participated.

Mr. U. PU, leader of the Nationalist Party, and ex-MiniBter, opened the debate by 
thanking the President for unfailing courtesy to his party and for his fairness and justice 
in dealing with the whole house on all occasions. He criticised the budget as a whole 
and pointed out how extensive retrenchment could be carried out first of all by reducing 
the number of officials. He said, that Yunzamin water-supply scheme was the gigantic 
and did not approve of money being spent oh it. The Government having paid no heed 
to the warning against squandering money, the result was the parlous state of finances 
of the province,- He regretted nothing has been done so far regarding the suggested scheme 
of land mortgage bauk. He criticised increased expenditure in police estimates. The 
burden of taxation, he said;, was growing heavier and the Government WhB spending 
money lavishly instead of trying to reduce expenditure and to decrease taxation.

Mr. TYABJI (Swarajist) felt that the financial position ot Burma was deplorable. 
The province did not possess a balance. If the Government intended to borrow, they 
would not be able to pay the loan next year whilst the expenditure was increasing. 
There was no corresponding increase in the revenue. Unproductive projects of civil 
works swallowed up large sums of money. He opined that a great deal of money could 
be saved by economy and expenditure.

Mr. Narayana BAO (nominated labour member) regarded it as the clearest.budget. 
He had not the same horror for borrowing as other speakers so long aa the finances of 
the province were sound. During the pr.st few years, he said, Burma had made rapid 
strides specially in education. The budget had also made generous contributions to the 
building of hospitals etc. He asked the Government to enquire why excise licences were' 
going up and to find out means to stop illicit traffic of liquor if it was a fact,

Mr. U. PU, leader of the Home Rule Party, also paid a tribute to the President. 
He agreed with the leader of the Nationalist Party in the criticisms made by him. He 
considered the working of the various departments unsatisfactory and urged systematic 
and rigid scheme of retrenchment. The country, he opined, was groaning under the 
taxation. He wanted the development of the country to be carried along lines beneficial 
to BnrmanB, such as increase in the number of co-operative societies and banks, further 
expansion of education etc., and not along the lines which facilitated outsiders to enrich 
themselves. He remarked that if the Government only took trouble to make people con­
tented and happy there would be less crime and consequently iess expendituie on the 
police force. 1

Mr. De GLAN VILLEGE, leader of the Independent Party, reminded the House that 
most of the civil works projects were started by Nationalists when they were iuvoffice 
and he left it to them to insist that these schemes be proceeded with. He saw that Mr, 
Tyabji wanted to cat down the expenditure in communications and devote money to 
cottage industries and agriculture. What could they do with their produce without com­
munications ? He regarded the criticisms made by opposite benches (Nationalist, Home 
Buie and Swaraj Parties) were destructive. With regard to the deficit of two crores in 
budget, be was in favour of issuing premium bonds.

Official Reply to Criticisms.
On the 6 TH FEBRUARY, members of the Cabinet replied to criticisms of the budget.
Dr. BA YIN  Minister in charge of Education, local Self-Government, Public Health 

and Excise stated that the Government was doing its best to educate children of the 
country. He denied the allegation that the University of ggttM K g *  monopoly 
of the rich as described by one member. With regard to public health, the Government 
was also doing its best both for urban and rural population. He a M M  some measom 
adontpd to show that rural population’s mtere6tB were not overlooked. He informal the 
House that the Government was collecting information for a scheme of benefit ̂ th to
medical practitioners in tto T Z u *
remarked was not influenced by revenue ®  woulft lead t0 j^eit traffic. He

quoted°figui''e8 to show that there had to n  steady gradual expansion in ttu expenditure ou 
transferred subjects.

Mr f. AflYAIN  Minister in charge of Forest and Agriculture, referring to oriti- 
ci.ms^about the lami mortgage banks said that detailed steps were taken to draft the bill 
?or lm purpose and he ejected that he would present it o the House next August. 
Deforestation scheme was being tried at Promo, deforested areas being given to the poor



for cultivation. He was surprised at the statement that communications and civil works 
are unproductive. As regards roads, he remarked they were important for trade, while 
civil works comprised buildings for hospital, for the education of children and for 
judicial and public officers, all necessary for the better Government of the country. 
Regarding the suggestion made that Burma should he raised to Japanese standard in 
industries, he pointed out that Burma was principally an agricultural country and there 
could be no comparison. There were ample cottage industries for the present needs of 
Burma and they were encouraging them.

Sir J .  A. MAUNG GYI, Home Member, considered himself fortunate that few 
criticisms had been levelled against him, peTbaps due to the fact that the opposition benches 
realised that he had been in office for only a few months. Replying to criticisms made 
by a member about cutting down the expenditure in housing the police, he said the police 
were badly housed and considering the important work they were doing they should be 
made comfortable. - About increased police expenditure, he said that as soon as crime 
decreased, expenditure wquM also decrease.

Sir William KEITH, Finance Member, replying said that very few criticisms had 
been made at the estimates for 1927-28. Hitherto, Burma had found money for capital 
expenditure from rice control profits, but towards the end of the year, they would have 
to borrow not a very large sura and they would have to continue doing so. But eo long 
as income was steady, the position was not serious as some members tried to make out. 
What they would have to be careful about in future was to see that recurring expenditure 
did not rise as fast as it bad. The matter rested with the Finance Committee who 
would have to scrutinise carefully fresh proposals in future to see money epunt on capital 
txpenditore so as not to involve recurring liabilities. Regarding the outcry against new 
police courts, he said that from a commercial standpoint the building was a good propo­
sition as it would house many courts and offices which were now in rented buildings. 
Yunzalin scheme to augment water-supply wSs already in progress and the Council would 
have an opportunity of discussing the whole scheme when demand was made for grants. 
He pointed out the importance of civil works. The Finance Member admitted the return 
from irrigation was much quicker than roads, but he pointed out that roads, though 
thev did not bring any revenue directly, were of great importance to the development of 
trade and agriculture. Turning to excise, he emphasised that the policy was not guided 
bv financial considerations. So far. Burma was the only province in India which has 
not imposed fresh taxation and he did not think the people had much cause for .grievance, 
even in case fresh taxation was imposed.

The total incyase in expenditure on education was much greater than tnat on 
nolicc. He reminded the House that the expenditure on police depended on the state of the 
country. In regard to the suggestion of raising money by premium bonds, the Finance 
Member\vas in favour of .it and if some suitable schemes were put forward and the 
Government of India were induced to sanction it, then Burma would be able to have such 
a scheme within its borders.

Official Business.
Four official bills including the President’s Salary Bill fixing the salary of the 

elected President at Bs. 4,000 per month were passed without discussion. The Council 
then adjourned.

V o t i n g  o n  D e m a n d s .
On the 7TH FEBRUARY the Finance Member submitted certain revised figure of 

the budget He then moved the demand for Rs. 2,67,31,600 on behalf of his departments. 
Several cuts were proposed but all of them were either lost or withdrawn 
S Mr U Pu Leader of the Horae Rule Party, moved a cut of four lakhs of rupees to be 
naid as commission on capitation tax collection under land revenue. The mover said that 
Fhl  ̂Government had promised t he abolition of capitation and fchathameda taxes within
lhvmr He was surprised to see the two taxes included fa the budget estimate for the 
coming year. Whenever demand was made for the abolition of the taxes, the Government 
lS S l i l  I  bv asking what substitutes the opposition proposed to introduce His reply 
vas if the ̂ Government practised economy, there would be no necessity of substitutes.

■ amendment was made last year, but
did not accept it Village headmen had to be remunerated in some way for the . coRection
of the taxes The Government was awaiting the report of the Capitation and
Taxes Enquiry Committee appointed to enquire into substitutes for the taxes and uutil

392 THE BURMA LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL [RANdoori



s  fbb. ^ 7 ] Vo t in g  o n  d e m a n d s  3 9 $
that report and the Secretary of State’s assent to the substitutes proposed were received, 
it would be futile to ask for abolition of the taxes. The motion was lost.

Discussion on the Working of Reforms,
On the 8TH FEBRUARY the Finance Member’s demand for Rs. 2,67,31,500 was 

put to the House and carried.
The Home Member then asked for Rs. 3,34,74,600 for his departments,
Mr, J ,  K. MUNSHI, Independent, proposed a cut of Rs. 100 in connection with 

the demand under “  Provincial Legislative Council ” , Heated debate extending almost 
over the whole day took place over this amendment and several non-official members, both 
nominated and elected, representing different parties and interests, as well as several 
officials, participated in it. Mr. Munshi said the objects of his motion was to raise a 
discussion on the working of the Reforms and to give the council an opportunity of ex­
pressing their opinion thereon. At the outset, he desired to know whether nominated 
members were Bent to the House to vote for the Government, irrespective personal 
views. Continuing, he said that during the earlier perod of the Reforms, the Govern- 

' ment gave all the information the House desired but now with an assured majority 
the attitude of the Government was changed. That was not the way to work the Re­
forms successfully. There were occasions on which official members might have refrai­
ned f rom voting j but they did not do so. He instanced the motion for the removal of 
sex-disqualification which was lost. He criticised the Independent and Golden Valley 
parties for always voting with the Government in spite of the shortcomings of the 
Government benches. Ho thought that Burma had no reason to be discouraged and 
he hoped there would be a return to a spirit of co-opcration which marked the working 
of the Council in the first three years.

The Nationalist leader, Mr, U. PU, said the attitude of the Government in the present 
council showed that they had no desire to do things the people wanted. The present 
Government was in reality bureaucratic tbougb apparently representative in form.

Mr, U. PU, Homo Rule leader, accused the Government of luring the members of the 
Nationalist, Swarajist and Home Rule parties to the Government Bide. He opined if 
the Government would adopt a spirit of friendly cooperation, many existing grievances 
would disappear,

Mr. Mahomed AUZAM, member of the Independent Party, opposing said he bad 
heard opposition members saying that they are going into tbe council to oppose the 
Government but he had not heard a single member saying that he was going to oppose what 
was wrong. Ho was ready for co-operation if he found the proposals put forward were 
constnetive.

Mr, Narayana RAO, nominated labour member said he had no other aim than to 
< o some thing  ̂good for the labourers. He repudiated the criticisms made about bis 
c tango of attitude since he became a nominated member. He thought officials in
tfurma were more democratic than those in India and Burma had made substantial 
progress,

Mr. BRANDER, Chief Secretary, said the reason why the Government was unable 
at times to give the desired information was due to delay in obtaining such information, 

e assured the House that the nominated members were free to vote as they liked,
Mr, Booth GRAVELY, Secretary, Finance Department, said that the present House 

was more parliamentary in character, there being a Ministerial party in the House to 
vote with the Ministers. . I

After futher discussion, the FINANCE MEMBER said that the Government had 
been accused of non-co-operation, but if the proceedings of the council were opnsidered, 

would seem that tbe Government seized every opportunity not only to co-operate but 
to work the Reforms successfully. He referred to tbe formation of many Standing 

ommitfcees to show how the Government was desirous of co-operating. When the 
government opposed the resolution it did 60 in the best interest of tbe country. The 

overnment had given way in many instances against better judgment simply to meet 
fi• wishes of the people. Comparing the last council to the present one, he said the 

iaab council was unreal. For example, one of the Ministers had been the leader of a 
Party which was playing the role of opposition, while in the present both Ministers 
lad their recognised following and were supported by them. Continuing, the Finance 

ember said that the nominated members voted with tbe opposition on many past 
occasions. They never came into tbe council with a mentality amenable to reasons 
adduced by tbe Government. He concluded by saying that the government had been 
«oing its best to serve tbe interests of the countiy. The Home Member assured that

M



every con8iderati6n would be given to their grievances. He also explained the atti­
tude of the Government.

Mr. Mans hi then withdrew bis motion. The Council adjourned till next day.

Home Member’s Reference to Revd. Ottama.
FEBRUARY the Council disposed of some of the cuts proposed in 

the Home Members demand. At about 4 p.m. members of the Home Rule. Swaraj, 
and National 1 t parties walked out as a protest against what they regarded to be the sligh­
ting reference made by the Home Member against U. Ottama in the course of a dbcussion 
over a cut moved by U. Pu, leader of the Home Rule Party.

In moving the amendment Mr. U. PU said he asked two questions about U: Ottama 
now in jail. The first one wanted to elicit information about the time of his release and the 
second to ascertain whether he was in Rangoon jail or elsewhere. The Government reply 
p f f  8 §$ pSP W te no* prepared to make any statement on the subject. He could under­
stand that the reason of the Government for not replying to the first one was to avoid 
demonstration by the public bat he condemned reticence of the Government regarding 
the whereabout of U. Ottama. . &

The Home Member,̂  in the course of his reply, remarked that Ottama was one of 
about 20 to BO thousand criminals in Jail and it was not possible to keep information of 
each and Ottama was not such a prominent man as Lord Birkcnluad or Lloyd George. 
This remark about Ottama provoked strong criticisms by several members who spoke 
highly about Ottama’s services and strongly criticised the attitude of the Home Member 
in his reference to U. Ottama.

Mr. U. Pu, winding up the debate on the cut, raid he would leave the Council if the 
Home Member did not withdraw his remarks. The Home Member, replying, said that 
the reference he had made about Ottama was nothing extraordinary. He described Ottama 
as one of the many ordinary prisoners. The mover of the cut said that the Home Member 
must withdraw his remarks about Ottama, The Hume Member could not change his 
attitude and he did not consider ho had done anything wrong or anything for which he 
could be taken to task.

At this stage, the mover left tbe Chambt r and members of the three parties walked 
out of the Ooutcil.

Continuing the Home Member said it was a matter of opinion whether Ottama was 
the idol of the country as described by some members. Ottama was convicted for sedition 
and under u Vinaza” rules any monk dabbling in • politics was pseudo-mopl;. The 
mover had not waited to hear what the Home Member bad to say.

As the three parties left the Council, only three members, Messrs. Campngnnc, Raff 
and Mulish a voted for the cut, while members of the Independent and Golden Valley 
parties besides officials voted against it. The motion for cut was thus lost by an over- 
whelming majority. The Council then adjourned.

A People’s Party Formed.
After tbe walk out the members of Nationalist, Swaraj and Home Rule Parties and some 

non-party members of the Buiraa Legislative Council assembled and passed a resolution 
that in view of the peculiar defects in the dyarchical system of Reforms in Burma and 
undue advantage thereof by official members as demonstrated by their indifferent and un­
compromising attitude in the Council towards the people’s representatives and also because 
of the discourteous remarks made by the Homo Member in reference to Rev. U. Ottama, 
it is becoming imperative that the people’s party composed of Nationalists, Home Rulers 
and Swarajists and some of the non-party Independents be constituted forthwith. It was 
further resolved that the fundamental principle of this party be the refusal of acceptance 
of any office in the gift of the Government until the revision of reforms when the position 
will be reconsidered. An Executive Committee was formed and the leader, deputy leaders 
and whips were elected.

Discussion of Police Expenditure,
On the 10TH FEBRUARY, discussion mainly centred round the demand for Rs. 

1,27,53,000 under the head u Police,”  Tbe motion for cut was eventually lost by a 
majority of 30 votes. Members who walked out yesterday attended the Council to day.

Mr. U. Bn Pe, Nationalist, in moving the cut said that the total police expenditure 
was the highest so far. The Government point was that the increase was due to their 
desire to suppress crime, but he was of opinion that mere increase in police force would not 
reduce crime and if the Government looked after the economic conditions of the people, 
there was no nr cecity for such high expenditure under thjs head. Instead of spending 
WQney on police station# etc., ft would be better to spend money on the poor, to give them
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education, to cncourago industries, to assist the cultivators financially and to improve 
public health. These improvements would considerably help reduction of crime. He 
criticised new appointments of two Deputy Inspectors-Goneral of Police. He referred to 
the lack of co-operation between people and police and attributed the fault to the latter.

Mr, Brandcr, Chief Secretary, in opposing the motion, said that the increase in expendi­
ture was not so heavy as described by the mover. He quoted previous years1 figures in 
support of his statement, He added that the increase in the estimates for 1927-28 was 
partly for the purpose of putting into operation schemes already approved. Some increase 
in expenditure was also caused by increments in Balary, New appointments of Deputy 
Inspectors^eneral were created to solve the crime probiem and the position in this 
rc-spect would be reviewed in future. He opined that these appointments would help better 
detection of crime.

After a number of members had spoken in support of and against .the cut, Mr, U. Ba 
Pe replied urging better village organisation to reduce crime. •

The Homo Member quoted figures to show that increase in police force has taken place 
and this he said was necessitated by the increase in crime in the recent past. As regards 
economic conditions of the poplc, he said Barmans themselves were responsible for that; 
for he hiimsGli as a Barman knew that Barmans were M the laziest under the sun.” He 
regretted the absence of constructive criticism. The motion as already stated was lost. 
The Council then adjourned.

Forest Minister’s Demands.
On the I1TH FEBRUARY the total demand for Rs. 8,81,74,600 mado by the Home 

Member was carried, all cuts proposed having been lost. The Forest Minister then moved 
a- demand for Rs, 2,26,45,400 for his departments. The only cut proposed to-day on the 
Forest Minister's demand was that by U. Pu, formerly leader of the Home Rule Party, 
and now deputy leader of the newly formed People’s Party refusing the Forest Minister’s 
salary of Rs. 60,000. The motion was debated the whole day and eventually lost.

U. Pu in moving the cut said that he wanted to kill dyarchy by refusing the Minister’s 
salary, because dyarchy was unworkable. The oposition bad arrived at this conclusion 
from the experience gained by the Nationalists after they had worked the reforms for 
three years. Another intention was to express no confidence in the Ministry because they ’ 
were puppets in the bands of glorified Under-Secretaries and guided by what the Sec­
retaries thought. He criticised the appointment of the Hon’ ble L. Ah Yain on the ground 
that he was a member of the Chinese community.

U. Ohn Pc, in supporting, complained of the fact that only a few Burmans had been 
recruited for the Indian Forest Service and been given promotions from Provincial to the 
Imperial Service.

Both Mr. Auzam and Mr. Munshi opposed the motion and criticised the racialdssue 
raised by the mover. Mr. Munshi also said that nothing would bo gained by non-co- 
operation.
1 .,c. F ore.8fe Secretary, Mr. Cooper, in explaining tho principle of recruitment for the
imperial Service, said it had ceased since the Lee Report bad been published. Promotions 
irom Provincial to Imperial Service wire restricted by the authorities higher than the 
Minister of Forests.

The Hon’blc Minister, in opposing the motion, said that the mover had state 1 that 
nis idea was to kill dyaichy and to that end he moved a cut on the demand for 
Minister a salary * but a similar attempt made in Bengal, he pointed out, resulted in the 
transferred subjects becoming reserved. The Forest Minister was as. goovl a Barman as 
any with Burmese names were in tho opposition benches. Section 96 of the Government 
ot India Act stated No native of Briiitb India nor any subject of His Majesty resident 
therein shall, by reason only of his religion, place of birth, descent, colour, or any of 
them, be disabled from bolding any office under the Crown in India.”  After giving his 
experience as the former Forest Minister, he said the present Minister was also as 
desirous of doing good to Burmans as ho was. He asked wherefrom the mover got the 
m urination that the Ministers were puppets in the hands of the Secretaries. They should 
naturally look to  the Secretaries for necessary help as they were trained men. if the 
present Ministers wire puppets, then the leader of the people's Party (U« Pu) must himself 
have been a puppet aB ho was a Minister. He concluded by saying that there was no 
substance in the argument adduced by the mover.

The motion was pressed to division and lost:, there being 54 votes in favour ot the 
Government against nil as the other Bide did not go to ths lobby.

The President in criticising the members who pressed for division but did not go to 
tho lobby said they had abused the privilege and bad shown discourtesy to the Council*

The Council then adjourned.
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Deportation of Chinamen.
At question time to-day the Home Member replying to a question said that 147 

Chinamen were deported during 1925 and 162 in 1926 under the Foreigners Act from 
Burma.

Forest Minister’s Demand.
On the 12TH FEBRUARY, U. Pu (ex-Minister), leader of the People’s Tarty, referred 

to the charge of discourtesy made against the members who refused to go to the lobby 
yesterday and said his party was under the impression that the matter was left to their 
discretion, consequent on what the Government benches did in September last. The 
President accepted the explanation and said it was not justifiable to force a division 
unless there was some reasonable doubt as to the result. Cuts under the Forest Minister’s 
demand were then taken and disposed of, majority being withdrawn after discussion. 
The total demand for Rs. 2,26,45,400 made by the Forest Minister for his departments 
was then pnt to vote and passed.

Education Minister’s Demand.
The Hon’b.'e Dr. Bo Yin, Education Minister, then moved for demand for 

Rs. 2,60,69,300 for department under his charge. Two important cuts under this demand, 
one refusing Rs.60,000 for salary to the Education Minister and tLc other refusing 
Rs, 5 ,00,000 for Mergui Seawall and reclamation works were put to vote and lest without 
division.

Mr. U. Pu, Leader of the people’s Party, moving to-day the refusal of the Education 
Minister’s salary, urged the same grounds as be did yesterday in refusing the Forest 
Minister’s salary. His further point was that Ministers were unable to act up to the 
people’s wishes as expressed by people’s representatives in the Council. So he wanted to 
kill dyarchy by refusing the salary.

Mr. Narayan Rao spoke strongly on the racial question being raised and opposed the 
amendment.

The Home Member, in opposing tbe motion, said if they could not work such simple 
form of Government as they had they could not expect anything better. It was members 
of tbe G. C. B, A, and Y. M. B. A, who formed the opposition in the Council and brought 
in this dyarchy and it was only the jealousy of India that bad Jed them to have dyarchy 
y/hich no one claimed to be perfect, but they must prove their ability to govern before 
they could expect self-Government. The motion was put to vote and lost. All cuts 
under the Education Minisrer’s demand having been disposed of, the total demand for 
Rs, 2,60,69,300 was carried and tbe Council adjourned.

Burma Spinning and Weaving Company.
On tbe 14TH FEBRUARY, the Council disposed of the three non-official resolutions, 

one of which was carried, the next withdrawn and the third one lost. ,
Tho first resolution moved by U. Kyaw Dun recommended to tbe Government to 

take over the whole of Burma Spinning and Wearing Company’s properties, both move­
able and immoveable which were under mortgage to the Government in full satisfaction 
of the loan of Rs. 15 lakhs and tbe interest due thereon. The Forest Minister, after 
giving tbe history of this pioneer industry as a public limited company, pointed out that 
tbe company on the 1 st November 1926 unanimously passed a resolution which was almost 
the same as was now before the House. He informed the House that the fate of the reso­
lution would be decided entirely by non-official voting, the Government remaining neutial.

Mr. E. Wroughton, representative of the Burma Chamber of Commerce, expressed 
disapproval of tbe n otion and associated himself with tbe remarks made by the Accoun­
tant-General who stated that the motion offended against the canons ol financial propriety. 

The resolution was put to vote and carried without division.

Institution of Land Mortgage Banks.
The recond resolution mored by U, Pu, leader of the People’s party recommending 

expedition of the institution of land mortgage banks was withdrawn on the Forest 
Minister having remarked that he had been informed that a Bill was in the hands of tbe 
government Advocate who was recasting it in tbe light of the criticism received and the 
Government was anxious to expedite the matter.

Abolition of Book-Makers at Race Meetings.
The last item of business was a resolution by Mr, N. M, Rafi recommending the 

abolition of book-makers at race meetings throughout Burma, The subject was debated at 
length, six members supporting and seven opposing it. An amendment was moved by
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Mr. J, K, Munshi recommending to the Government to ascertain whether the best interests 
of  ̂the public would be served by retention or abolition of book-makers. On the mover 
objcctiug that the amendment would negative the resolution, the President disallowed it. 
The arguments adduced in favour of the resolntion mainly were that in racing a clean 
fraud was practised on account of book-makers who were sometime bought off by large 
owners and the dishonesty perpetrated at race, meetings brought about privation to many 
a poor man’s home, The mover emphasised that his resolution was directed against this 
particular system of betting.

Mr. Brander, Chief Secretary, Mr. Booth Gravely, Finance Secretary, and five other 
non-officials opposed the resolution and generally urged that abolition of book-makerB 
would  ̂ lead to the springing up of a number of bucket shops all over the town and 
gambling would go on no less vigorously and under much worse conditions. Messrs. 
Grander and Wroughton who are stewards of the Rangoon Turf Club with their experi­
ences of the inner working of the club said that the allegations against book-makers were 
not truo.

The Forest Minister, in opposing tho resolution said that a similar resolution was 
talked out in the last Council and to-day’s discussion did not disclose further arguments in 
favour of the abolition. He said that the Government waB willing to ascertain the desir­
ability of retention or abolition of book-makers in the best interest of the people. The 
motion was pressed to division and lost, voting being 30 for and 46 against. The Council 
was adjourned.

Discussion on Non-Official Resolutions.
On the 15TH FEBRUARY five non-official resolutions were disposed of, four of 

which were of purely provincial interest. The last resolution moved by Mr. M. M. Rafi 
recommended the appointment of a non-official committee to enquire and re port on the 
drink and drug traffic in Burma in all its aspects including total prohibition. The reso­
lution was lost by a majority of three votes.

On the 16TH FEBRUARY two non-official resolutions were carried without division 
in both cases tho Government refraining from voting. The resolution moved by pr*
B. A. S. Tyabji recommended to the Government that the session of the Council at which 
the budget was presented and discussed should be restricted to business directly connected 
with the budget and business that was either formal or of real emergency and that to 
enable the Council to deal with other businesses two other sessions should be held in each 
ytar. The object of the mover was to have three sessions instead of two as at present, 
Tho reason urged by him was that the budget session was held at a time of the year which 
was the busiest season for members most of whom are interested in paddy trade, Con­
sequently, it waB difficult for them to remain throughout the session long as it was, for 
business other than budget was disposed of at the Beseion. Another reason of Ms was 
that members had short time to study the budget, Tbe Finance Member said the Govern­
ment had always been anxious to meet the wishes of tbe Council in this matter, but it 
was difficult to please all, It was a matter for the Council to decide and he wished to 
hear the views of non-official members on the subject. The resolution had support from 
several members of the different parties, while only two non-official members opposed it.

The Finance Member then suggested that the best way to settle the matter was to 
have a small informal committee to suggest to the Governor what month would be suitable 
for Council meetings. The motion was carried.

Daily Allowance to Rangoon Members,
^he other resolution moved by Mr, U, Po Thin representing Kathcr recemmcndcd 

that a daily allowance of Rs. 20 be also given to members of the Council Residing in 
Rangoon as those who reside out of Rangoon, The motion was also carried. The Council 
then adjourned,
, the 17TH FEBRUARY which was tbe last non-official day in tho present session of 
no Burma Legislative Council, Mr. U. Pa, Deputy Leader of the People’s Party, moved a 

resolution requesting the local Government to withdraw its resolution appointing a Com* 
nuttec to consider the question of modifying the existing orders regarding the manner of 
detention of the persona arrested and confined by a headman with special roferen co to the 
use of atocka and make recommendations thereon. The resolution also recoramen ded to tho 
t*overaor-in-Council to abandon the idea of renewal of the use of stocks for the purpose of 
Jtonfinement of the arreBted persons, The mover’s object was to bring to the not ice of the 

overnmenfc the undesirability of the use of stocks. He said it was illegal, barbarous and 
Of course, stocks were used by Burmese Kings, but they were not consistent 

itn a progressive Government like the British Government, The late Big M aung Kin



condemned the use of stocks. He had no objection to the Government suggesting some 
other means of detention. He characterised the Committee appointed as farcical, for the 
only opinion it would hold would be Governmental.

Mr. H. L . Nichols, Deputy Secretary, Home Department, said that the Government had 
not come to any decision on the matter of the use of Btocks and had appointed a committee 
to obtain advice with a view to coming to a decision. The Government had no intention 
of using stocks as a means of punishment; but purely as a means of detention of violent 
drunkards and dangerous criminals. The Committee would carefully consider the views 
placed before it. It had nothing to do with the question of the legality of the use of stocks. 
It was a matter for the local Government to decide. The mover's arguments were purely 
sentimental. > #

After a long discussion in which several non-official members participated either in 
favour or against the motion, the Homo Member said that on the representation of several 
headmen who had found great difficulty in checking violent criminals in detention he 
appointed a coramittetAo enquire into the question of the use of stocks. He instanced 
cases to show how some criminals though handcuffed could cause injuries to others. He 
said the criticism levelled against the use of stocks were inopportune, for no decision had 
yet been arrived at. There was nothing to show that the use of stocks was illegal. The 
block Committee were composed of men with administrative experience. Ho pointed out 
that as Home Member he was responsible for law and order.

The resolution was lost by 28 against 41,
Burma Cotton Weaving Industry.

Mr. 8 , A. Tyabji moved that this Council views with great concern the rapid 
decline of the cotton weaving industry of Burma and urgently recommends to the Govern­
ment to support the industry by making it incumbent on all departments of the Govern­
ment to utilise doth only such as may be manufactured in Burma (exceptions to be 
specially sanctioned by the Government). Mr. Tyabji said that as Industries was a trans­
ferred subject, the Ministry should spend more time and energy in their development. He 
quoted figures to prove that cotton industry was on the decline in Burma, but the Forest 
Minister and the Development Commissioner produced other sets of figures to dispute 
the mover’s statement. Mr. Tyabji challenged the accuracy of these figures, stating they 
were not figures for cotton weaving industry alone,

The Finance Member, leader of the House, explained the p >licy of the Government 
in respect of the purchase of stores which was that they would give preference to locally 
manufactured goods, provided they were good in quality and prices were rcsonable.

The resolution was lost without division. The Council then adjourned till next day 
which was the last day of the present session.

Transaction of Official Business.
On the 18TH FEBRUARY motions for additional and supplementary grants amount­

ing to Rs. 6,23,300 required by tbo Finance Member, the Horae Member and the 
Education Minister were carried. There were two official bills on the agenda, the Burma 
Oilfields Amendment Bill and the Burma Municipal Bill. The former was passed and 
the latter referred to a Select Committee,

The Oilfields Bill,
The object of the Oilfields Bill, the Finance Member said, was to facilitate the 

maintenance of law and order in oilfields during the strikes and other periods of emergency 
by conferring on the warden prohibitory powers regarding carrying of' weapons and 
doing acts which constitute pn parations for or incitements to the commission of-a breach 
of the peace. Several non-official members, mostly from the People’s Party opposed the 
Bill, particularly criticising the provision prohibiting public exhibition of persons or of 
corpses or figures or effigies and singing of songs or playing of music. The trend of the 
remarks was that this piece of legislation was a direct challenge to whatever liberty the 
labourers still enjoyed in the oilfields.

The Finance Member, replying, said that the provisions of the Bill were identical with 
certain provisions of the Rangoon Town Police Act. No voice was raised against such 
powers exercised by the Commissioner of Police in Rangoon, There was no general 
prohibition of carrying of corpses and of tinging of songs. It has been distinctly stated 
in Ui6 Bill that prohibiting powers would be exercised by the warden only when necessity 
arose. The Bill was carried after division, the result of voting being 46 against 28,

The Burma Municipal Bill.
the Hon’ ble Dr. Ba Yin next introduced the Bill to consolidate and amend the law 

relating to Municipalities in Burma other than Rangoon, He said the Burma Municipal
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Acfcil.0!  1808 Wft8 \n raany respects unsuited to the existing administrative and political 
conditions. The object of the Bill was to bring the law into close harmony with them 
Uu his motion, the Bill was referred to a Select Committee.

The Council was then prorogued.

T h e  N e w  C o u n c i l . '
On the 19TH FEBRUARY, Sir Robert Giles presiding, the election of the new Presi­

dent took place in the new Council which met on this day.
There were two nominations for the presidentships, Mr. Oscar Do Glanville, leader 

of the Independent Party and Licut-Coi. U. Ba Ket (Rangoon University). The President 
- explained the procedure to be adopted and the Council proceeded with the election which 

resulted as follows :—-Mr. Oscar De Glanville 57 votes. Lieut. Col. Ba Ket 38 votes,
Mr, De Glanville was elected President.

Governor’s Appreciation of Sir R. Giles’s Services.
His Excellency sent the following message of appreciation :—
“  I take this opportunity of expressing ray high appreciation of the services rendered 

by the Hon. Sir Robert Giles as President of the Council. Ho has long occupied a unique 
position in the public life of the province and I believe that I am expressing the general 
opinion wh<n I say that he has presided over the Legislative Council with rare ability 
and impartiality and that he has zealously maintained the privileges of the Council. 
It is very great regret to me that Sir Robert Giles is soon to leave Burma.”

The Finance Member, in reading out the above message, paid an eloqaent tribute 
to Sir Robert Giles who looked much moved at these tokens of appreciation.

The Finance Member said : “  I venture to think that in the message His Excellency 
has expressed the sentiments of all the members of the Council

‘‘ When the presidential chair fell vacant on the death of your distinguished prede­
cessor, Sir Frank McCarthy, you were clearly marked out for his successor. You have 
fully maintained the high standard which he set and have more than justified the hopes 
which were entertained on your appointment. You have presided over our meetings with 
dignity. You have guided our debates with firmness and fairness. You have shown 
indulgence where indulgence was appropriate and you have reproved when reproof was 
due. Under your supervision the reforms and procedure of the Council had been estab­
lished on Bound lines and the introduction on your initiative of the Mace has added 
authority to its proceedings. We shall miss your familiar figure within these walls. Wo 
venture to express the hope that when you are asked how the infant Council comported 
itself under your guidance you will feel able to say that it made good progress and that 
in respect of decorum of its proceedings and behaviour of its members within this 
Chamber the Council has nothing to learn—at least nothing that 35 desirable fpr it to 
learn from other legislative bodies of which yon have knowledge or even from the mother 
of parliaments herself.”

Eulogistic tributes were then paid to the retiring President, Sir Giles, by different 
. parties and other members. Mr. U. Pu, ex-Minister and leader of the People’s Party said 

he was voicing the feelings of his party when he begged himself to be associated with the 
sentiments expressed by the Finance Member. He said that they found the President 
firm and fair and his judgment in deciding questions of procedure at the spur of the 
moment had given the Council entire satisfaction.

Mr De Glanville, President-elect, said it was with regret they would say goodbye 
to him, He need not enlarge on the sentiments already expressed,-but he would like to 
say that the mem bets of the House and people outside felt that in losing Sir Giles they 
were losing a man whose loss would be felt by the Rangoon University a)6o, with which 
he has so long been -associated. The country would also lose Lady Giles who had done 
a great amount of good to the country in connection with many charitable works. He 
extended good wishes on their departure and hoped they would not forget them. ,

Messrs. Campaguac, Rafi and Parekh ;haviog spoken, Bir Robert Giles thanked the 
members for the kindly sentiments expressed by representatives Of various parties in the 
Council towards himself and his wife. He said My term of office as President had 
been a time of absorbing interest for it has given me opportunity of assist ing in moulding 
the procedure of the Council during earlier years of its life. 1 thank you sincerely for your 
unfailing support and ask you to continue it with my successor whom you have just 
elected. 1 welcome the new stage of the Council’s sitting that begins with the election 
of Mr. De Glanville as your President. I shall watch the future life of the Council from 
a distance with intense interest in the confident hope that whatever function and whatever
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powers m ay from time to time be entrusted io the Council it will continue to exercise 
them with that orderliness and dignity which have hitherto piominently characterised it.

The members then shook hands with Sir it; Giles and the Council adjourned fo a
short while. , .

Congratulations to the New President.
When the Council resumed its sitting, Mr, Oscar De Glanville, the newly elected

President took the chair. M , _
The Finance Member read out His Excellency the governor s meseage conveying

his approval of Mr. De Glanville’s election to the presidential chair.
The Finance Member said: “ As the leader of the House, it is my privilege and 

pleasure to tender the sincere congratulations of the official members on the signal dis­
tinction which has been conferred on you. To-day is a landmark m the history ' of reform* 
in Burma, a landmark also in our successful career. The probationary stage of M g  
is at an end. For the first time, it has exercised the right to select its own President 
and you have reason To be proud that its choice- has fallen on you. It is a good omentor 
the continuance of Burma witbin the British Empire that the first elected President of 
her legislative Council is an elected representative of the European constituency ,̂ It ib 
a happy augury for Burma’s early attainment of Home Buie witbin the Empire that the 
first elected President is a son of Ireland. But if yon owe allegiance to Ireland as the 
country of your birth yon owe highe allegiance to Burma as the country of yoar career. 
We welcome you to your high office as a Burman in the fullest and truest sense of he 
word You have identified yourself with the interests of your adopted country. You 
have taken an outstanding position in her affairs political anil from the first you have 
been recognised as the leader of moderate views in this Council. No member of the 
community has done more than you to work the reforms in the spirit in which those who 
framed them intended that they should be worked. If Burma occupies a high_P^ace. 
perhaps the highest among the provinces of India which have made a successful Start on 
the iourney to Home Bulo within the Empire, it is due in no small measure to your 
wise counsels, to your obvious sincerity and to yonr unwearied efforts to secure tho working
together of representatives of diverging interests.

8 “ The European constituency was fortunate in its choice of a representative and 
alfhnnoh hv vour elevation to the presidential chair that constituency loses an active
spokesman în  ̂ the Council, it will have the proud satisfaction of kn^ving that constitu-
enev’s loss is the Council's gain. Henceforth you belong to no party You belong to the
Council and we are confident that your tenure of bigh officê  Opacity as
tact same fair-mindedness and same courtesy as you have shown in your capacity as 
party leader : that you will protect the interests of minorities and that you will suffer
no encroachment on or diminution of rights and privileges o£ t,he Council grateful

Concluding, on a personal note, the Finance Member said . I am deeply grateiui 
to you and I know that my humble colleagues in the Government share my gratitude for
thJ  devoted service which you have rendered on various committees of the Council since ,
tho inauguration of the reforms. Our beet wishes go out to you for your 
bffrb office and I for one venture to express the hope that when the life of the present 
Council comes to an end its successors will follow the example of mother of Parliaments, 
of the Indian Legislative Assembly and of ether Councils in India and re-elect you wit -

° Ut 0| ^ a i °  s^ U n s^ b e n  followed in welcoming him and congratulating him on his 
pWHnn to the chair making eulogistic references to his ability and services. • .

Mr IT. Pa, leader of the People’s Party, in welcoming him on behalf of his P^*? Baij| 
he agreed with the Finance Member with all he said except the constitutional point on 
which he disagreed He hoped he would uphold the dignity and tradition of the House.

Mr Champaenac congratulated the President remarking that he had risen highJ>y 
his own i^rsonafmeHts and expressed the hope that he would hold the scales .even and 
that the house by common consent would re-elect him in  future,

Mr S  in congratulating him, said the honour was heightened by the fact that
the President waB p t o l  on tie chair by suffrages of the
rpmarked that the bar would be poorer by his election but it was a gain for Counc Is
and wished him every success. Mr. Narayana Rao also spoke congratulating the I
and ^ ;8h^ ^ lfte; X  tben thanked the members for the high honour conferred m electing
him ^th iP fir^ President and for kind sentiments
the House that be would try to discharge his duties to the best of his abilities.

The Council was then prorogued.
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The Kerala Provincial Conference
The Third Kerala Provincial Conference assembled at Calicut on the 

16th April 1927 in the afternoon* in a very spacious and elegantly decorated 
pandal erected for the occasion. There was a very large and representative 
gathering and great enthusiasm prevailed. The proceedings commenced with 
some national songs by a choir of girls.

W e l c o m e  A d d r e s s .
The following are extracts from the Welcome Address of Mr. K. 

Madhavan Nair, Chairman of the Reception Committee. After welcoming 
the distinguished delegates and visitors Mr. Nair dwelt at length of the com* 
muual problem and said :—

“ If Kerala was the Province which gave the first impetus to the non-co- 
operation movement by dispelling, under the lead of Mr. Yakub Hussain, 
the fear of the terrors of jail from the minds of our workers, it was also the 
first to deal a deadly blow to it by renewing, as a result of the rebellion, 
in a new but bitter and dangerous form, the Hindu-Muslim feud which 
appeared to have been almost crushed out of existence by the Khilafat- move­
ment inaugurated by Mahatma Gandhi. This fact is my excuse and jusfci- 
fication for referring to a topic which of all the problems connected with 
our fight for Swaraj is the most vital and baffling and which, the collective 
restraint of all our leaders, more than their collective intelligence will alone 
ultimately solve. I do not ignore or minimise the gravity of the suspicious 
and distrustful attitude of the generality of the Hindus towards the Maho* 
medans and the desire for the spread of Islam and the establishment of a 
Mahomedan supremacy which the more ignorant and fanatic among the 
Mahomedans betray at times. These are facts which some of us have learned 
from our bitter experience of the Rebellion, but we can safely assert that 
this mentality, however deplorable it is, does not assume dangerous form 
except in a state of anarchy or under other exceptional circumstances.

“ In normal condition, the relationship between the masses of both the 
communities is peaceful and cordial and it is perhaps only once in a century 
that a general collision takes place between the two communities as a result 
of the dormant feelings of distrust born of religious hostility. The real 
danger which makes life intolerable and impedes the march tQ  freedom 
does not proceed from the masses but from a section of the leader^ of both 
the communities whose intelligence and imagination impart to the most 
trivial incidents and differences an importance and magnitude torhich such 
incidents or differences neither possess nor deserve. In no part of India, 
ever since the dawn of British Rule in the country have the Hindus and 
Mahomedans come into such horrid oonflict and on such large soale as they 
did during the period of the Malabar Rebellion and yet none who kno ws 
Malabar after 1922 could believe that the two communities, whose mutual 
relationship at: present discloses nothing but absolute peace and oordiality
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behaved more like brutes than men, against each other within such ̂  a short 
distance of time. The coniniunal feud ended as suddenly as it began3 
because it was not abetted and blessed by cultured leaders or perpetuated 
by them through controversies on the platform and the press. The two 
organisations, one Hindu and the other Mahotnedan, whose workers belonged 
to the Punjab, the nursery ground of communal feud in India (for whose 
relief work, Malabar will ever feel grateful) carried the seeds of bitterness 
and dissensions from Malabar into the congenial soil of Northern India where 
it was taken up by communal leaders and made to grow into such proportions 
that we in Malabar, who have long .ago forgotten our feud, are amazed 
to see the wild and luxuriant growths of communal animosity that have 
sprung out of them. In Malabar such quarrels began to rear their heads, 
afte” the Rebellion ended, between people living outside the rebel area, but 
they were nipped in the bud by an amount of restraint, patience and toler­
ance, which have brought home to us the truth that hatred is never con­
quered by hatred but only by love and forgiveness. How much one kind 
word, one expression of sympathy, one act of liberality, touches and softens 
the mentality of the opposite side is illustrated by the happenings during 
the Assembly Sessions at Delhi this year and if only that section of the leaders 
who believe and perhaps believe bona-fide that their duty to their commu­
nity is greater than their duty to the country follow up the example of Lala 
Lajpatrai and Mohd. Yakub as manifested in„their speeches in the Assembly, I 
am sure we shall enjoy life more peacefully and reach our goal of Swaraj more 
epeedily than we ever dreamed of. The agreement to a joint electorate is 
the first step in the right direction towards the consummation of our fond 
hopes of political unity, and I  implore both the Hindus and the Mahomedans 
of our Province not to say or do anything, however unwillingly, which may 
be calculated to frustrate the noble attempts at rapprochment made by our 
leaders at Delhi.

No Programme of Work before the Country.
“ With regard to the other questions of All-India importance, I shall leave 

them alone as I do not think they fall legitimately within the province of a , 
speech of the Chairman of the Reception Committee. I may be permitted 
simply to say that the lull and inaction in political activities is not confined 
to Kerala alone but is an unfortunate feature of the o t h e r ^ ro v lD ° e9 a® 
though perhaps it is not so striking there as in Kerala. Th0re ' 9 ™ J J J :  
gramme of work before the country new into which people of a political turn 
of mTnd can plunge with enthusiasm because the constructive programme 
of Mahatmaji appeals only to those who have absolute faith in the doctrine
that khadder will bring Swaraj an f  j j*  ^  £  a
of negative v a lu e  and gives work only to those that enter them. It is a 
matter for consolation that a unanimity is being reached among all secrions
of political opinion, that kbaddar is an indispensable adjunct of nationalistic 
activities, but this does not signify that people are prepared to accept khadder 
as the only outlet for the political fire and spirit that burn within them. The
no-changer may quarrel with the mentality which refuses to appreciate and
“oTlow the teachings of Mahatmaji but the fact is there and no exhibition 
of soTeen will or can undo it. People differing from the no-changers view 
hoped to find some satisfaction in their work in the Council but any one who 
hasP been there will testify to the fact that of all the devices that a foreign
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nation s ingenuity has discovered to divert the energies of a recalcitrant 
subject race through the futilesfc of channels this is the most wonderful and 
efficaoious. Of course, by your entry there you exclude those whom you 
consider enemies of progress. But at the same time you not only aohieve 
nothing there but run the risk of falling that pervades the atmosphere making 
you forget at times even the elementary idea why you are there for. Of 
course, in the absence of any better plan, we have to abide by and follow 
the Congress policy of Counoil-entry and try to make the very best of a very 
bad bargain.

The Tenancy Question.
“ If of all the Indian problems, the Hindu-Muslim relationship is the most 

vital, the one problem that exercises the mind of the people of Malabar most 
relates to the question of the relationship between the landlord and the 
tenant. In Cochin and Travancore where the rulers and the ruled have 
greater affinity with each other than in British Malabar, this question has 
been to some extent satisfactorily settled. For 50 years now, the Govern­
ment has been ‘considering' the question, issuing Commissions, collecting 
evidence, receiving reports, preparing bills and throwing them all into the 
waste paper basket and still we are told that the Government wants another 
Committee, to consider the question again.

I am not one who advocates radical or revolutionary change in land 
reform and I don't think the generality of the tenant population in Malabar 
do want such changes. Occupancy right to the cultivating tenants and pro­
tection from arbitrary eviotion and Melcharth as regards other classes of 
tenants is the demand made by the moderate section of it. A legislation 
that regulates the relationship between the jenmis and tenants will be a 
boon to a very large section of the Jenmies as well. In many parts of 
Malabar, the impecunious Jenmi is at the mercy ot the recalcitrant tenant 
against such of whom as have effected improvements of large value, he is 
quite powerless to enforce his legitimate claim for renewal fees without costly 
and protraoted eviotion suits. A legislation which secures a summary method 
of realising rent and renewal fees to the Jenmi and protection from arbitrary 
eviction and Melcharth to the tenant and regulates the rate of such rent and 
renewal fee will be productive of happiness to the Jenmi and the tenant and 
permanent good to the land.

* Before I conclude, I must refer to one matter which compels the 
people of Kerala hide their head in shame on account of the inhuman and 
disgraceful treatment they accord to their brethren known an “ Theendal” 
castes. The sanctity of the higher castes including Nair is* measured in 
this land of Kerala by the distances which their unfortunate brethren have 
to keep from them and which in different oases vary from 15 ft. to 500 ft. 
This is a land where not only touoh and proximity pollutes but even ̂ sight.

“ Another question which is peculiar to Kerala and which deserves our 
earnest and urgent attention is the reform of the Marumakkathyfcm system 
of law that prevails hero. Ih e  Nairs, Thiyyas, Moplahs and other com­
munities that follow the Law labour under various disabilities and are 
bound down by customs quite out of joint with modern ideas and conditions. 
A change has become highly necessary and it is for the Conference to give 
a lead to the country in this matter. The problem has been solved in the 
neighbouring States of Cochin and Trav&noore and an accidental and
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unfortunate division of Kerala into three different political units has been 
in this case too responsible for the continuance of such evils in Malabar. 
Though the question will have to be solved by us separately, there are 
various other matters which only a consolidation of Kerala into the political 
unit can solve and though it is not possible to prophesy what is in the womb 
of future for Kerala, attempts must be made early enough, whenever 
practicable, to unite in all possible ways and for all common purposes. It 
is some consolation to the Congressmen of Kerala that they have striven in 
however humble a way to fight against the abominable evil and well may 
they congratulate themselves for the ..successful termination of the Vykom 
Satyagraha. Time has wrought remarkable changes in the mentality of 
the orthodox section but the evil is there and we require many more stal­
warts to fight against the demon and root out the evil from our province. 
Let us hope that a time will soon come when as a result of earnest en­
deavours and spread of liberal ideas, we shall be able to hold our head aloft 
and proclaim to the world that in this beautiful country of ours, it is not 
only nature that is kind and charitable but also man ”,

T h e  P r e s i d e n t i a l  A d d r e s s .
The Presidential Address of Mr. B. G. HORNIMAN was delivered 

extempore. After thanking Mr. Madbavan Nair and the delegates of the 
Kerala Conference for the honour they bad conferred upon him by electing 
him as President of that Conference Mr. Horniman said:—

“ I just want to refer briefly here in this connection to another matter 
which is closely related to it and that is the outrageous plan of colonising 
tho Andamans with Moplahs and the questionable method (to use a mild 
expression^ which have been used to force such an unpopular and repellant 
proposal on an unwilling people. I desire to say nothing as to the motives 
of those, who are responsible for this but I earnestly hope that not only the 
members of the Moplah community but the members of all communities in 
Malabar will do all they can to resist this monstrous proposal from being 
carried further into effect.”

Referring to the Malabar Tenancy Bill, Mr. Horniman said that there ( 
could not be a more scandalous instance of the unrepresentative character 
of the Government in this country, its lack of sympathy with popular grie­
vances and demands and its indifference to the economic needs of the people.
“ Here we have a system of land tenure and tenancy which is prima facie 
wrong in principle, differs from that prevailing in other parts of the country, 
notoriously causing great hardship to those real producers of the nation s 
wealth, the tillers of the soil, by placing them at the mercy of hereditary 
owners who like the lillies of the field toil not neither do they spin. More- * 
over, this system has been condemned again and again by committees of 
enquiry appointed by Government itself.” He then traced the history of the 
various enquiries conducted by officers and committees appointed by the 
Government since 1881 which bad all reported recommending occupancy 
right to the cultivating tenants and said, u Thus we come to the year 1925 
when a measure dealing with the question in a very moderate way was 

‘introduced in the Legislative Council by a non-official member and went 
through all its stages and was finally passed. Lord Goschen saw fit to veto 
the measure on the advice 1 suppose of the Law Member, Sir C. P. Rama- 
swami Aiyar# Bow the Governor of Madras can reconcile this with hil
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conscience and the responsibility he bears to the people over whom he has 
been appointed to govern passes my comprehension. What over else may 
bo said about the Reforms Scheme it is not mitigated as we see day after 
day by such instances of the irresponsibility of Governors and bureaucrats 
who are still teaching the people the value of responsible Government and 
the urgent need of it not by giving by iihstalments but by the example of irres- 
ponsible Government which they themselves are continually practising/ 1

The* next Congress.
“ I think Madras is to be congratulated on having the honour of being 

the venue of the next Congress. A Madras man is the President of the 
Congress and we are looking to him to give the country a strong lead, 
a programme of uncompromising resistance to foreign rule in whatever form 
it is offored that will be consolidated and unanimously sponsored by the 
representative of the nation when the Congress assembles in the city of 
Madras next December. The national movement has receded lamentably 
during the last two years and there is much ground to be recovered. Indeed 
a fresh start must be made. There is only one way to succeed in politics 
especially in a great struggle for national freedom. One** you have adopted 
a policy and programme, stick to it, stand by it in fair weather and in foul. 
If we allow ourselves to be turned aside into other paths by every obstacle 
we meet or by the specious invitations of our opponents to consider the 
attractiveness of some weakening compromise, we can never expect to attain 
success. I t  seems to me that no sooner do we get start:d along a straight 
path than all sorts of so-called leaders to whom we have trusted begin to 
fall out on the way, discovering various kinds of reasons why they do so 
and why they should give up the programme that has been laid dpwn. 
The result of the abandonment, or to be strictly accurate, the suspension 
of the non-co-operation programme, was the demoralisation of its followers. 
But I want to say this for myself because I have been accused of having 
personal antipathies. I want to say that I have no personal feeling in regard 
to any of the leaders of the Indian national movement to-day ; but I do feel 
strongly when I see men who have been trusted by the rank and file with 
the mandate of the Congress whioh carried the considered decision of the 
national voice of India when I see them instead of performing that duty 
turning aside into other paths doing something against the policy and pro­
gramme which has been authorised by the National Congress.

Dangers of Council-Entry Programme.
Adverting to the dangers of the Council-entry programme, the President 

said “  We see now that those dangers are very real dangers indeed and 
have aotually produced the result that we feared they* would produce. We 
find the Swarajist party in the Indian Legislative Assembly, instead of 
carrying on a strict policy of uncompromising non-co-operation tnd obstruc­
tion, carrying on a policy of following a mode of conduct which to 
my mind friends, is nothing leas than actual co-operation with the system 
of Government which they wanted to abolish. It is the most deplorable 
thing that while the mandate of the Indian National Congress very dearly 
laid' upon the^ Swarajist party, that is to say, the Congress party in the 
Indian Legislative Assembly the duty of obstruction and especially the duty 
of throwing out the finance bill, we find the Congress party in the Legis­
lative Assembly actually, or at any rate the leaders of the Congress party
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in the Assembly, giving orders to their followers that the reading of the 
Finance Bill is W be allowed to be passed without a dlv'8'on' \  8^  ty
reflects very great credit on those younger members of the Congress party
in the Assembly who were more loyal to the Congress mandate, re 3 
accept that order to disobey the Congress mandate, and insisted upon the 
division against the third reading of the Finance Bill being . ,
to  say here from this platform tha t what has happened recentl y ,n t h e  
Assembly and in some of the Counoils is a greatest betrayal of the Congress
mandate. ' . .

“ In the Madras Legislative Council where the hopes of fc“ a ^ n  ry 
had been so highly raised by their wonderful success a t e 6 c , , 
find there again the  mandate of the Congress being defied and J J
actions which, w hether directly or indirectly, at any rate, result in 
support of the Ministry, a thing which they were definitely instr«ete l by 
the  Congress th a t they m ust not do, I  have been reading in s pp ^ . 
th is morning reasons pu t forward for us on behalf of the Co g y
in the Madras Legislative Council for the action tha t t  ey ^ Uj ^ j  ap  rty 
am told  tha t they were faced with the prospect p£ either the Justice Pa ty
being pu t into office or of a dissolution and they thought that it
run  the risk  of either. My friends, it does not m atter " b a t  they were 
faced w ith, it does not m atter what danger they thought was before th  ,
w h a t would be the results of the consequences of their action. _

“ If  they have had any misgivings a t all about it, there  is th y P 
ito ,to m  „ d  t o .11 of » .  when w . «<m °t carry out •  “
is to  resign the ir seats and to  say th a t  ̂ they are unable to ry
mandate th a t has been confided to them .’ arrived a t a

“ Now I  want to  draw  your attention to  this. W e ^ v e  a rnved  at a 
stage when it seems to me th a t we are going to be faced with the question 
of w hether we are going to  continue to stand for the pnncip e P 
of non-co-operation or w hether we are going to adm it failure and ̂ abandon 
the  policy and programme tha t we pursued during th  nQ g g c
years, and agree to a policy of co-operation. Beeause t  
native between the  two, there can be no compromise between‘ “ OJ® ° I
and non-co-operation, no m atter what adjectives you may us 

two contradictory and
the country adopt a  policy of non-co-operation, why after st" vl?fd ^ hole 
and years in th e  path of co-operation with the foreign r u l e r s  did the wnoie
country*as by the stroke of a  magic wand suddenly come to 

« and the right conclusion, tha t so long as theyco-operated a P 
the ir political serfdom, so long as they acquiesced in political ( slav y, 
could there  be no hope th a t the country would ever be free. {ufcur0

“ If India wants to  be free, no m atter w hether in tne imm 
o t no m atter how long it may take to achieve freedom, i f ln d ia  .wants to
he free— a free and self-respecting nation among the Pe°Ples . determ ine- 
th a t can only be by the  steadfast pursuit of th e  uncompromising d t  
t io n n o t to  co-operate w ith the foreign Government in the imposition

attitude of the British Government at this moment £  g 8 * ftm m 0  of non-co-
in any way in the  smallest degree from Birkenhead offering any 
Operation th a t we had hitherto  pursued# I» Lord B irkenhead »
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tort of generous gesture that would encourage us to believe that he means 
seriously to give the country anything that is worth having if he gets the 
co-operation for which he is always asking ? He quotes Lord Chelmsford 
as saying that autocracy in India is dead. But it is dead neither in India 
nor in Whitehall. This twentieth century ex-Lord Chancellor will continue 
to inflict on India the wicked methods of the Chamber rule of the 17th 
century in England, methods which led to the dethronement and execution 
of a king when they were practised on Englishmen in those days. He 
refuses to release the Bengal detenus. Indian troops are sent to China 
without reference to the opinion of the Indian legislature which is refused 
permission even to discuss the question. Is autocracy dead 1 India’s 
eleoted representatives by an overwhelming majority ..rejected the one 
shilling six pence ratio but it is forced on the country by the official block 
voting to the order of the Government. Is autooracy dead ? India’s elected 
representatives reject the army vote as a protest against the monstrous 
burden of military expenditure for imperial purposes. It is restored by 
the certificate of the Governor-General. Again, we ask, is autocracy dead I  
India’s elected representatives reduced the salt tax, the most hated burden 
of the Indian people. I t  is restored by a second chamber which cannot 
claim to be in any way representative and the Viceroy was ready with pen 
in hand to restore it again if the Assembly again rejected it, as he had the 
power to do so. Again, I ask, is autocracy dead ? Such instances could be 
multiplied indefinitely. The talk of autocracy being dead is a cruel mookery 
and cruel jibe at the helplessness of the Indian people. Lord Birkenhead 
knows that autocracy is not dead. The central. feature of the Montagu 
reform scheme was to ensure its survival. I  ask you, are we going to give 
up the policy of non-co-operation ? I have no doubt that so far as this 
conference is concerned the answer which Lord Birkenhead will get will 
be uncompromising adherence to the policy of refusing to oo-operate with 
him and his Government until they come to their senses.

“ Overhaul Congress Machinerya*?
u  Now there are two things that I  want to put before you for your 

consideration to-day. One is a consideration in view of the matters that 
I  have discussed, the consideration of the programme and polioy which the 
country is to pursue in the near future. The other matter which 1 want 
to put before you is the urgent need for making the machinery of the 
Congress constitution a really democratic and national machinery instead 
of the unsatisfactory machinery that it is at the present moment.’’

After describing certain alleged irregularities in., the procedure of the 
last Congress at Gauhati Mr. Horniman pleaded for a thorough overhauling 
of the machinery of the Congress for the purpose of ensuring tl|e election 
of all its bodies to Provincial Congress Committees to the All-India Congress 
Committee and the Working Committee of people who really represent the 
voice of the nation, the rank and file of the Congress. He said : lie I t  would 
take a very long time, ladies and gentlemn, to go into the whole of that matter 
in detail at present. All I am going to suggest to you this afternoon is that 
you should give your support to the proposal for an enquiry in order 
thoroughly to overhaul the elective machinery and constitution of the 
Congress in order that it may be made a genuinely democratic body.”

The Conference then adjourned [to  meet again ou the next day the
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17th April when the resolutions as drafted by the Subjects Committee on the 
previous night jsvas discussed and passed. The following are the te x t:

R e s o l u t i o n s .
(1) This Conference fervently prays'to God that Mahatma Gandhi may soon be

restored to health and be enabled to continue his work.
(2) This Conference while appreciating the enthusiasm evinced by all classes of. people 

in subscribing towards the Khaddar Fund appeals to them all to help the national move- 
ment further by taking to spinning and habitual wearing of Khaddar.

f^  This Conference places on record its sense of profound loss the country has sus- 
tained in the death of Swarai Shradbananda and calls upon the people to carry on.the great 
S a l  work he was doing as the fittest tribute to has services and sacnfices for the
c°»ntry. c  f atulat(w the Maharani-Begent of Travancore on her liberal
and-courageous action in stopping the barbarous practice of sacr.fice of an mats and staging 
I S S I I  on ill the name of religion and urges upon the Maha a]a of 
Coehin and the owners and trustees of temples and the public generally to follow the

ICfld (°5) ThirOoanfe^nEcegrcMdemiie the action of tfie Government in persisting in the 
Andimans scheme in callous disregard of the dictates of humanity and justice and in utter 
d efian t of public opinion and calls upon the people to continue the agitation against the 
said scheme till the Government finds itself compelled to give up the same.
“ ,d J f  T hV  Conference
this^coutaryDatP the 8 action of the British Government in compelling India to be a party

t0 th(e7 , J i^^onfetance^eq^st^the6A?Iv'siS" to do its best to improve band-spinning and 
(7) in is  w  h Malabar which is a cotton-growmg locality and also

khadi-wraring in t  in t l  m atL  of banVspinntag
in* the 'cotton-growing11 localities of the Chittur taluk where the art of spinning has

attempts should be made to organise 
p e u s S  tahoureM and depressed classes all over the province and to bring about their social
and economic prosperity,

(9) Untouchability and unapproachability.
••This Conference earnestly appeals to the people of Kerala entirely to

ig a s s e s s s  a® ̂ «H®
(10) Mr, M. P. Narayana Menon’s Case.

••This Conference solemnly declares its emphatic faith in the absolute innocence of 
c . u p  TvTftravana Menon and records its deliberate opinion that m continuing to

** ( 1 1 ) Amnesty to Rebellion Prisoners.

have not been found guilty of acts of violence,
n 2 l Non-Co-Operation against Oppressive Jenmis.

a ■ • _ iLai ipojaifttioD giving fixity of tenure to the tenants 
“ This Conference is <of opinion J L noraic social and political advancement

of Malabar is essential m the interes action of the Governor of Madras in vetoing
of the district and that the Committee of
the Malabar Tenancy Bill. This Coniewnce £nd ft dcvice t0 de]ay kgislatien
Enquiry contemplated by the Go r DDOn provincial Congress Committee to 
pr «  possible to shelve agSnst oppressive Jenmis until a

s a e  s & f r -  °t t h e — r  beer paa8ed into iaw •”

■ *  H i .  * •  « “ * 01 *h* m >M T  * ,h* 0o° 8" “
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party in the Madras Council in refusing to vote down the salaries of fcha Minister as a 
betrayal of the mandate of the Congress and urges upon the A. I. C. C. to take steps to 
prevent a repetition of such action,”

(14) Congress and Native States.
((This Conference recommends to the All-India Congress that the Indian National 

Congress do henceforth actively participate in the Internal affairs of Native States and 
that the Congress constitution be altered if necessary to this end.”

(15) Commercial‘Distress and Jealousies.
*( This Conference calls upon the HiDdns and Mnssalmans alike to make a determined * 

effort to put an end to communal distress and Jealousies by adopting the suggestions to give 
up communal electorates.”

(1 6 ) Congress to Capture Local bodies,
“  In as much as the work of the Municipalities and local boards throughout Kerala 

is unsatisfactorily carried out, this Conference resolves that all municipalities ‘ and local 
boards be captured by the Congress and that Congressmen be pat up for election to these 
wherever possible.”

(17) Future Policy of the Congress.
(o) “  This Conference reaffirms the principle of non-co-operation as the basis of the 

policy of the Indian National Congress and urges that there should be no departure from 
the strict principle of non-co-operation in any way whatsoever.

(b) This conference regrets that the Congress representatives in the Indian Legis­
lative Assembly and some of the Councils have betrayed the mandate of the Congress and 
calls upon the A. I. C. C. to demand from such representatives an explanation of the 
Congress and to take steps to ensure that, in future, the mandate of the Congress should 
be carried out both in the Assembly and In the Counoils.

(c) Cl This Conference is of opinion that the time has come for the reinstitution of 
an active programme of non-co-operation in the country and urges the appointment of a 
Committee of the A. I. C. C. to consider and report within three months such a pro­
gramme of non-co-operation as will lead the country by stages to the culminating stage of 
mass civil disobedience.

(<f) “  This Conference is of opinion that recent events have shown the constitution 
and the machinery of the Indian National Congress to be defective and in some respects 
undemocratic, especially in regard to the machinery for carrying out the elections of 
various committees and urges that in all such elections the principle of secret ballot 
should prevail and that a regular and unanimous procedure in this principle be instituted 
for all such elections and it calls upon the Working Committee of the A. I. 0. C. to take 
ncoeBaary steps to place an amendment and expansion of the present constitution and 
ules before the next session of the Congress for these purposes.

*.Htrongly of °P*a*on that the better organisation of the 
1" P80(en.tl^ 1 f° r *>>«*' doa ^presentation in the Congress and to enable 

well as the ampHorfttinJ?nf 8  fe  fc 16 ® * fejonal movement for the attainment of Swaraj as
assurance the protection of their rights and the
assurance to them of their rightful share in the wealth of the country of which they are
the producers, this Conference calls upon the Working Committee of the A. I  C C 
immediately to take the necessary steps by appointing^worCs and p l a n t  ^an iS'tion  
Committees to carry on without delay the work of such organisation ** 1 8

(18) “  Complete Independence for India.”
“  In the opinion of this Conference, the time has come to ds«ne the creed h™  

Congress as complete independence, and this Conference recommends to the Indian 
National Congress that necessary alterations to this effeot be made in the Congress creed.”

President Thanked.
Mr. U .  Gopala Menon then in a short speeoh expressed their deen 

debt of gratitude to the President for ooraing down from the distant Bombay 
and presiding over the Conference. He wished a day would come when 
they would have more men like their worthy president to work for their 
political salyation.

After a short thanks-giving speech by the President the Conference 
terminated. , ougf
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The Bengal Provincial Conference.
The little village Main about 20 miles from Howrah was astir on 

Saturday the 16th April 1927 when the Bengal Provincial Conference 
commenced its sitting at Deshabandhu Palli. The proceedings commenced 
with the singing of the national song ‘ Banda Mataram ’, the whole 
house standing,

Dr.  N a n d i 18 W e l c o m e  A d d r e s s .
This over, Dr. P. Nandi, Chairman of the Reception Committee read his 

welcome address.
In welcoming the delegates, Dr. Nandi said that what they wanted more 

than anything else a t the present moment was to restore India to the 
position she had lost. In order to secure independence for her it was 
essential that nationalism should be remodelled. Every Indian should think 
that, although their manners and customs might be different, they all 
belonged to one and the same great nation. The greater the number of 
communities the less was the chance of salvation. An insult J to one 
ought to  he regarded as an insult in all the others; and nationalism 
would only be built up when every Indian would respond equally to all 
endeavours for the welfare of the nation. The present Conference was an 
instance in point. There might, however, he those who did not sympa­
thised with such m ovem ent; and it was only when they would be able to 
apply themselves heart and soul to endeavour of̂  this kind 
nationalism and independence would be regarded as haying been established. 
The goal would be reached only when the country would learn to value 
public opinion, at least the opinion of the majority. This, in fact, was the' 
foundation stone on which the edifice of. nationality could be built.

Dr. Nandi dwelt at length on the two most important political^ questions 
of the day, namely, the split in the Congress camp and the existing Hindu- 
Moslem gelations, and emphasised the need of physical culture and female 
education. He regretted the action of some of his countrymen, who were 
well-known for their patriotism, in  standing aloof from the affairs of the nation 
and concluded tha t the time had come when they should come forward 
and guide their misguided brethren in the work of national reconstruction.

P r e s i d e n t ’ s S p e e c h .
The President then rose amid prolonged cheers and shouts of Bande

M ataram h  and delivered his Presidential address. , .
i 55 Unite, carry the message of charka to every cottage, take to the
boycott movement. This will be the right
are keeping our youngmen in prison without trial, said. &].̂ Jogmdra Cha d 

' CHAKRAVERTY in course of his lengthy presidental address. Deploring 
th e  schism in the Congress camp in Bengal and the communal quarrel^ he 
appealed to the good sense and patriotism of all to sink their differences



and to give a united fight to the bureaucracy who might be rejoicing 
at their discomfiture to gain their own ends. By their quarrel they are 
losing their hold on the people and the congress its prestige. He ex­
pressed the hope that members of both parties would attend the Maju 
conference and as a result of their joint deliberation would evolve a new 
congress organisation to take to the work of the nation with renewed 
vigour and enthusiasm.

“ About ten days ago” said Sj. Chakraverty, “ a request was made to me 
to accept the presidentship. I was at first unwilling to undertake the task 
in view of the prevailing atmosphere but I felt that every humble worker 
in the cause of the country ought to make his utmost endeavour to see that 
due to differences the work of the conference might not be frustrated. With 
this end in view I  undertook the responsibility which Mri J . M. Sen Gupta 
has not ventured to accept. I  feel it has been an act of great hazard for 
sue but it would have been unjust to see the efforts of the Keception Com­
mittee go for nothing. I have full confidence that with the blessing of the 
Almighty and help and co-operation of friends I shall be able to discharge 
my duty under a most difficult situation with satisfaction to all.

Bengal’s Woes.
Referring to the woes and worries that are afflicting Bengal and the 

problems that confronted her at the present moment the President said :— 
The communal question which has assumed such serious proportions and 

which is oppressing men and women of Bengel attracts our foremost attention. 
The ugly and unseemly scenes that were enacted on the streets of Calcutta 
about this time last year had their repurcussion in the mofussil, have com 
verted the whole Bengal into a veritable pandemonium. Hindus and 
Moslems had lived together for the last 800 years in villages in bonds of 
fellow-feeling and brotherhood with no question of music to disturb the 
serene tranquility of the villages and to-day mutual hatred, intolerance and 
suspicion is driving the nation headlong into ruin. From the excesses com- 
Pk " h appears 0® t Mm dream of the Hindu-Moslem unity has vanished 
tifla I !  there no hope of reunion between these two communi-
dr<Lm J1 8 ° /  f i S  .brother Hindu and brother Moslem, do not shatter our 
Hindun aniTiu i8hing Swaraj in the land through the united efforts of 
mar* fnr fiL *6? S- ®in(*us and Moslems might be obsessed with a night- 
their ^ut I have full faith that they will come to realise
havA fn m i V an<̂  that for their self-preservation they will
Have to make up their differences themselves.

f< Moslems and Congress.
of n̂ e 8 reW regrat that the Moslems as a fa r t and parcel
Wofi 1 n  laD DWion have practically cut off their connection with t ie  Indian

ona Congress. The organisation which has been reared up as a result 
* 1  sincere efforts of the best minds and brains of the country can
aione direct us the way towards freedom. When a nation steeped in woes 
0 1  age-long slavery feels the stirring of a new life of freedom within itself it 
oannot be expected that everyone will take the same route in the march 
towards freedom. But if the Moslems think that they are to strive for their 

independently of Hindus and the Hindus think likewise, this 
ftffo ™ £ no°k0d on the head as soon as possible. Seven years
&g°, a t the call of Mahatma Gandhi, Hindu, and Moslem, vied with each other
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in furthering the work of the Congress but things have changed since then. 
I t  is natural that our trustees—the bureaucracy who are keeping us under 
subjugation at great pains—cannot look upon the Hindu-Moslem Unity with 
favour. These differences are strengthening our trustees and giving them 
delight, I beseech you, brother Hindu and other Moslem, forsake this sui* 
oidal policy, come under the banner of the nation hand in hand and take up 
the proposals made by the All-India Congress Committee and the atmosphere 
of suspicion and distrust will vanish in no time

Wrongful Detention of Patriotic Youths.
The President then strongly criticised the Government policy regarding 

detention of youths of Bengal without trial. Such detention, be said, was 
possible only because we were weak. The statement Lord Birkenhead made 
in Parliament the other day was an insult to India and it was possible only 
in a country like India. The Secretary of State for India in defending the 
policy of indefinite detention, in jail declared that these youngmen would be 
confined in jail so long as the present political atmosphere of Bengal had not 
changed and even the semblance of revolutionary movement was not remem* . 
bered. But what hope was there when it depended on the report of the 
C. I. D. police who would never say that danger was over. The secret of 
it all is that unless these flowers of the nation was shut out from public 
activities there was no chance of throttling the Swaraj movement whioh the 
bureaucracy was always seeking to do by" all means. With brute force at 
their back the bureaucracy can pass any legislation they chose to curtail the 
birthright of the people. The Indians they say can bark but cannot bite. 
Had Indians been strong all these would have been a thing of the past.

Stand against Exploitation.
tl We have accepted Mahatma Gandhi as our political Guru but we have 

failed to take up in right earnest the means suggested by him for the attain* 
ment of our goal—means which he has suggested as a result of long service 
in the cause of the country: Foreign domination is based on exploitation, 
pure and simple. I t is possible to stand against this policy. Remedy lies 
in the spread of Charka and Khaddar but unfortunately we have not as 
yet been able to fully appreciate this invaluable message of Mahatmaji. 
Had we been able to work out this message even partially British merchants 
would have realised that Bengalis have strength”.

In the memorable words of Deshbandhu Das the President said : “ The 
great answer whioh I want to give to the bureaucracy to*day is boycott of 
foreign cloth. This is the answer which I want to give to the bureaucracy. 
I t  not only demolishes their claims but at the same time builds your national 
life in a manner which nothing else can do, Those who do not spin must 
look to the organisation of spinning, Those who do not weave m ust look 
to the organisation of weaving. And if we all work hard and do our little, 
the least tha t anybody can do, I feel sure that within a short time you will 
encompass the boycott of foreign cloth. And that day is the beginning of 
our freedom. That day will be the foundation of our salvation. That is 

, the gospel which I always preach/ 1

U tility of Charka.
“ As long as the Bengalees will live they will carry this message. Where 

U  tha t organisation whioh Deshbandhu urged so repoatedly ? Hayo the Coo*
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gre6s committees in Bengal made any sincere effort towards the spread of 
Khaddar ? Have they been able to do even one hundredth part of what 
the Khadi Pratisthan and Abhoy Asrarn have done ? Let us then rectify our 
mistake. Let us take to the boycott movement in right earnest and carry 
the message of the Charka into the cottages of the poor. I feel the problems 
of Hindu-Moslem unity, reconciliation among Congress workers, of untoucha- 
bility and other items of the Congress programme can be profitably solved 
by the introduction of Charka apd Khaddar”. The President then made 
several suggestions in which village reconstruction work can be conducted 
and health, prosperity and bounty can one© more be brought back to the 
ruined villages of Bengal.

Peasants and Laboures.
c< We have to explore wherein lies the woes and agonies of the peasant 

and the labourer. Congress will become powerful only when the peasant 
and the coolie will themselves be able to carry the flag of the Congress; 
Tho story of the woes of the Hindus and the Musalmans is the same and 
village work must form the meeting ground of the Hindus and Moslems, 
Many think that the establishment of Hindu Sabhas and Tanzim Com­
mittees in the land will cause harm to the country as being communal 
institutions. Communal interest has no quarrel with the larger interest in 
the country. We have been unable to make up our differences beoause we 
were not able to lead our respective communities on proper channels”.

The Council Programme.
Referring to the Council programme the President said that he did not 

think that the Counoil was the only programme of the Congress. The President 
continued : “ When we find that Government ride roughshod over the feelings 
°/i 1 ®ounc^  members by disregarding their opinions, that members are allow­
ed only to express their opinion on the budget without having any power fcp fix 
he amount for any item and that resolutions supposed to be in the interest 

bi d *6 C0UD*ry wbich are acoepted by the Council after discussion' are not 
rem ain! °fu ®°.vernn)on^ we cannot but conclude that it is useless to 
not be \a  ej^ ouno,fe* But there is another aspect of the question which can 
law The Government want that any act before it is passed into
ment wh 0 j*GO0Pted by the Council where some members represent Govern- 
the fVm °*f ' ”y ^  *® always to vote for Government. Legislation accepted by 
aonanfA/f k b° paraded before the world by Government as having been 
m enff a  r^ res^ ^ ves of the people. We should not? allow Govern- 

f 18 to I ®  fcbfs trick on the part of the Government that
PrfuaiHaM4.Wa^ e?<T̂l the Councils. In the words of Deahbandbu, the
von M aLe flai4 °.ver and over that the Council does not give 
Airsun f arB  ̂ ‘ tt ^ 0 U0 Ĉ1 1® the same time an institution which works 

g inst; you. You must remove that obstruction in order to get Swaraj from it.
m ? T araj  by your own The Council is not the only

0 ,kth t  C°?grT *  **or d.°  m  hope to do arjy substantial good to 
Reforms Councda# During the first three years of the
founcTto ° ? 1? ncill8 were boycotted by the Congress, men could he
i X S d  t o  Z S 5  S *  W # p r o c e e d i D g s  » .n (  OT “  
not forthoomto, to oontt.t th. S S L ”.™ m l>  ,' l““  “ w
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Concluding, the President made a fervent appeal for unity and in the 
name of j |  Subhash Chandra Bose and other unfortunate youngmen of Bengal 
who were rotting in jail he implored the leaders of all parties and communities 
to unite on a common platform of service to the nation forgetting all petty 
differences and take up the true work of the country in right earnest.

R e s o l u t i o n s ,
The following are the full texts of the resolutions passed at the 

Bengal Provincial Conference held af Maju on April 16 and 17 :—
(1 ) This Conference places on record its sense of the irreparable loss 

the nation has sustained by the tragic death of the brave and noted patriot 
Swami Shraddbananda, who dedicated his life to the service of his country 
and espoused with fearless devotion the cause of the lowly, the fallen and

* the weak.
(2 ) . This Conference records its sense of deep sorrow at the untimely 

death of Krishnajiban Sanya! and sympathises with the bereaved family.
(3) That as a measure of effective protest against the continued 

detention without charge and trial of a large number of our countrymen 
(under the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act and Regulation III of 1818) 
this Conference urges the adoption and '"vigorous pursuit of a programme 
of intensive boycott of all British cloth and also of all such British goods 
the like of which are produced in India or obtainable in any other country 
other than Britain.

(4) This Conference regards handspinning and handweaving as an 
essential programme for constructive work and requests all Congressmen 
and public to spin and wear Kbadi. I t  further recommends the Bengal 
Provincial Congress Committee to form a Khadi Board for helping the pro­
vincial work and carry out the Gauhati resolution.

(5) ( a )  This Conference, while deploring the virulence of communal 
outbreak in various parts of Bengal makes a solemn and earnest appeal to , 
all Congress members and Congress workers to hold before their vision 
the ideal of Hindu-Muslim unity, to work incessantly and strenuously 
for the promotion of better understanding between the two great commu­
nities as far as possible, to keep aloof from all sectional and communal 
movements which tend to keep alive the present tension and always and 
everywhere to act as messengers of peace, good-will and a spirit of humble 
compromise.

(b) This Conference deplores the serious loss of life that took place 
a t the village K ulkati on the 22nd of March last as the result of an order 
to open fire upon Mahomedan crowd given by Mr. Blandy, the District Magis­
trate of Barisal and while reserving final judgment upon the necessity or 
otherwise for giving such order, this Conference emphatically urges that a 
full, open and impartial enquiry should bo held into the matter, and this 
Conference would request th e  B. P . C. C. to appoint a non-official commission 
for that purpose.

( 6 ) This Conference urges on the B. P . C, C. the appointment of con­
ciliatory Board of equal number of members from both the communities
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of Hindus and Moslems fco settle oommunal quarrels and look to the re-estaV 
lishment of friendly relationship between the two communities. The Board 
will tour in the localities where trouble is apprehended and establish a 
oonoiliation board there.

(7) This conference strongly condemns the culpable delayed negligence 
of the Government in the matter of re-introducing their Bengal Tenancy 
Amendment Bill and urges that a Bill should be introduced at the next 
Session of the Bengal Legislative Oounoil when among other things will make 
provision for the following : —

(a) Transferability of occupancy holdings upon payment of a minimum 
amount of selami by way of Landlords’ fee.

(b) Recognition of the tenants’ right to out trees, big tanks and erect 
pucca structures upon the Zeminder’s land.

(c) Maintenance of the status quo as regards bargadars bhag tenants 
and Korfa of under ryots.

(8 ) This conference declares that the country will not consider any 
scheme of taxation for education until and unless the proceeds of such taxa* 
tion and the policy of Primary Education is completely vested in the popular 
control.

(9) The conference requests the B. P. C. C. to arrange publication for 
the information of the publio of reports at least every three months regard­
ing the grievances, health and whereabouts of the political prisoners in 
Bengal.

(10) (a) The conference urges appointment of an enquiry committee 
and organisation of relief for help of those needy families who had suffered 
or are suffering in the hands of the Government in their struggle for 
the country s freedom and (b) urges sorting of relief fund for help of such 
sufferers.

(11) In view of the fact that an honourable settlement between the 
two disputing Congress parties cannot further be delayed without serious

, ‘°  th®. oalJse of the country, this conference resolves that the leaders 
“ 5  Parties m consultation amongst themselves should fix a date within 

the doth of April to meet once again to discuss and settlo the lines of an 
effective compromise between them and requests Sj. Jogendra Chandra 
'-'hakravarty, the President of the Provincial Conference at Maiu, to take all 
necessary steps in the behalf.

(12) This conference urges upon the Bengal Provincial Congress Com­
mittee immediately to appoint a strong and representative committee in o r  
der to enquire into the origin, administration and the present position of the 
Village Reconstruction Fund which was Desbbandhu’s last and most striking 
legacy to his countrymen. B

(13) This conference while it dissociates itself from and disapproves of 
the military policy of British Government to send troops from India to fight 
against the Chinese people, congratulates the young China and the Chinese 
nation on the recent success and assures them of the sympathy and good-will 
oi the Indian people in their hour of peril,
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The All-India Hindu Mahasabha.
The tenth session of the All-India Hindu Mahasabha opened at Patna 

on the 16th April 1927 and continued" for the next two days under the 
Presidentship of Dr. Moonjee. Three hundred delegates and about 1,300 
to 1 400 visitors attended. Madras and Bombay were unrepresented. Those 
present on the platform besides the President and the Chairman of the 
Reception Committee included Raja Narendranatb, Lala Lajpat Rai, Mr. 
Rajendra Prasad, Mr. Gouri Shanker Misra, Hon’ble Maheudra Prasad, 
Mr. S. Sinha, Mr. Deviprasad Sinha, Mr. Sheopat Gupta, Mr. Jagatnaraio Lai, 
Sri Gurumukrai Swami, Swarai Satyadev and Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya. 
Mr. P. Ray Chaudburi, Secretary, Hindu Sabha, Glasgow, cabled sym­
pathy and a donation of £ 3 —10s. for the Shradhanand Memorial Fund. 
Raja Rampal Singh, Mr. Bhagwandas, Mr. C, Vijiaragbavachariar, Sir J . C. 
Bose and the Hon'ble Mr. B. Chakravarthi also sent messages of sympathy.

A dozen Akalis holding swords went about the panda! shouting Jai 
Ja i and Sri Sat Akal..

At 4-30 p.m. the President-elect accompanied by the Hon’ble Mr. 
Ganesh Dutt Singh, Kumar Ganganand Sinha, Maulvi Abdul Bari, 
Messrs. Jairamdas Daulatram and others entered the pandal and was warmly 
applauded. A Yedio chorus was then led followed by Hindu music. 
Kumar Ganganand Sinha, Chairman of the Reception Committee, then 
delivered his welcome address.

T h e  W e l c o m e  A d d r e s s .
f

In the course of bis address the Chairman pointed out in brief some 
of the urgent problems that must engage the serious attention of the Hindu 
Sabha. He first of all dealt with the importance of Sangatban, Shudhi and ro- 
moVal of untouchability and referred to the Patuakhali Satyagraha movement 
and urged the Hindu Mahasabha to take up that question in its own handa. 
For, if it was not taken up by that body, there was the danger of that move­
ment being ultimately crushed, but before doing so the Hindu Mahasabha 
should enquire into and judge of the situation from all points of view.

Proceeding he deprecated and condemned the communal riots that had 
taken place in the country in recent times.

Regarding the question of joint electorates the speaker pointed out 
that the Hindu Sabha had to consider that question seriously with con­
siderable farsightedness. He was glad that the Mussalmans prompted by 
a spirit of nationalism bad agreed to the joint electorates but tho Hindu 
Sabha had to consider the various conditions from the larger interest of 
the Hindu public. There could be no greater achievement if real unity would 
be effected between Hindus and Mussalmans.

He also referred to the case of Kharg Bahadur and urged the Hindu 
Sabha to express its opinion on that case as also to devise means to stop 
this blot of traffic in girls.
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T h e  P r e s i d e n t i a l  A d d r e s s .
Dr. B. S. MOONJEE then delivered his speech extempore in Hindi. 

The following is a summary of his address :—
He referred at length to the Mahomedan conquest of Hindustan and 

to the methods adopted by the Mahomedans in converting people whom they 
conquered in Afghanistan, Kashmir and Bengal. By their slow process of 
conversion, Mahomedans had been able to make up their minority in Bengal 
into a distinct majority reacting on Hindu .conservatism. He pleaded, there­
fore, for a more liberal outlook on the part of the Hindus in matters such as 
re-admittance of those Hindus who had been converted to.Islam under com- 
pulsion, better treatment of women ravaged against their will and^a more 
humane and considerate treatment of untouchable classes. The treatment 
meted out to them by the so-called higher classes of Hindus was helping to 
swell the ranks of Muslim population in India. He had no doubt in his mind 
as to the unfitness of Hindus, in their present helpless plight, against a sister 
community’s aggression, to wreck British rule and earn and maintain Swaraj. 
Continuing, he referred to the Mahomedan organisation to convert the 
Hindus by instilling the idea into every Mabomedan’s head that it was a 
virtue to get at least one kaffir converted to Islam and asked what steps the 
Hindus proposed to take to prevent depletion in their numbers. Dr. Moonje 
then proceeded to discuss at length the question of the removal of untouch- 
ability and differentiated between what he termed temporary untouchability 
from a hygienic viewpoint and permanent untouchability handed down from 
father to so d . He condemned in strong terms the latter disability which was 
welcomed by Mahomedans for purposes of getting these disabled men into 
their own fold. He then quoted a number of Sanskrit texts from the Dharma 
sastras and other Hindu soriptures to prore that there was no meaning in 
the perpetuation of caste differences and in permanently disabling a certain 
section of the society by the institution of untouchability. Pleading for ad 
effective reconstruction of Hindu society, the President urged the withdrawal 
of many a social custom such as the ban on sea voyages, the ban on inter­
marriage and inter-dining, etc. He would remind his hearers of the ancient 
rule, namely, that by the process of education and learning the lowest could 
rise to the highest. He then appealed to the Hindus to support the Suddhi 
and Sangathan movements in which alone their salvation lay if they desired 
to save themselves from disintegration.

Joint Electorates.
Continuing, Dr. Moonji referred to the Hindu-Moslem relations of to-day 

as a perpetual civil war and said that the communalism of Mahomedans 
was very much encouraged by utteranoes of Hindu Congressmen. Analysing 
the causes of communal relations, he said that, while the Hindus, although 
fired by great ambitions, were weak in physique the Mussalmans with a better 
physique had shown a better instinct for politics and higher independence 
of thought^ He charged the Moslems with having imported religion into the 
purely political movement of non-co-operation thus leading to a Wave of pan- 
Islamism. To this mentality he attributed Raja Ghasnafar Ali’s proposed 
amendment to Mr. B. Das* resolution reiterating the National Demand in 
the Assembly. That showed that the Mahomedans were unwilling for the ex­
tension of Reforms without separate electorates. For this reason the 
speaker paid aq eloquent tribute to Sir Sankaran Hair for his resolution in 
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the Council of State recommending the suspension of any extension of 
Reforms until the Hindus and Mahomedans agreed to work in a joint elec* 
torate. This opened the Mahomedan eyes with the result that Mr. Jinnah 
formulated his Delhi offer of a settlement. The President then 'analysed Mr. 
JinnahB om bay  interview in which he had said that the settlement must be 
accepted or rejected wholesale and averred that, taking those conditions 
critically, the implications that arose from Mussalman conditions were ( l)  that 
responsible Government would be to the benefit of the Hindus ; (2 ) that, if 
the advent of Swaraj was delayed by the folly of Hindus or Moslems, the latter 
aid not mind if the present system bene fitted Britishers at the expense of both 
Hindus and Mahomedans ; (3) that the system.of joint electorates generally 
accepted to contribute to the growth of nationalism and dissipation of com* 
inUnalism was regarded by the Muslims as something bad which, however, 
they were prepared id accept if a sufficient price was paid by the Hindus; 
(4) tbaft a Hindu who is more eager for Swaraj must pay the price demanded. 
Calling this a retaliatory competion Dr. Moonjee shuddered to think what 
w i !  happen to India if ever the Hindus were to be infected with this virus#

Necessity of Sangathan and Suddbi.

The President then dwelt at length on the discussion of the Hindu* 
[Muslim unity. He observed that the moiftent the Hindus said Swaraj could 
not be attained without Hindu-Muslim unity, that unity became a market­
able article and all laws of economics concerning demand and supply 
immediately came into operation oil it. This unity was to his mind a 
volatile commodity appearing very real arid worth having till the price was 
paid when it assumed the form of impalpability and intractability. Moslems 
eared not whether there was or was not unity. Examining from another 
point of view he said that * the Hindus numbered twenty-three crores and 
Moslems seven orotes afad both had to live under the rule of a race hardly 
five crores in strength and having its home more than 6 * 0 0 0  miles away. 
Yet that race had established an empire. Still the Hindus were assiduously 
taught that until the other seven crores in India joined them it was im­
possible to establish Swaraj. Physically, intellectually and commercially an 
individual Indian compared favourably with a Britisher but the difference 
lay in that the latter was more highly organised while Hindus were dis­
integrated. Swaraj attained through internal organisation was everlasting 
and he would therefore urge that for a Hindu situated as he was Swaraj 
was encompassed in his Sangathan and Suddhi and the more he concentrated 
his energies and resources Ob accomplishing these appreciably, the nearer 
would he bring the advent of that Swaraj which should be a pride to possess. 
It could be looked at from still another point of view. The struggle for 
Swaraj dated i f  far back as the defeat of Prithiraj a lter many successive 
wars. When the Hindus tried to regain and realise their Swaraj they were 
advised either to adopt Sangathan and warfare or ease and comfort. Such of 
them as adopted the latter became Mussalmans beginning to trace lineage 
from Mahomet Paigamber himself and proving that all religions led to the 
same goal ahd embraced Islam, while others more manly and more self- 
respecting risked tbeir life and prestige by their assertion. To the latter 
category belonged Rana Pratap, Guru GoVinda, Shivaji. In regal’d to the 
argument that Swaraj was impossible without Hindu-Muslim Unity ho said 
tha t the road to Unity meaning Str&raj bifurcate into bjre-laties, ofc§ of ease
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and comfort and the other of struggle and worry. By travelling along the 
byelanes and merging into the Islamic community radical and permanent 
unity was attainable, but If one must follow the traditional and thorny path 
of tas forefathers he must whole-heartedly concentrate op Sbuddhi and San- 
p than .  ̂Relaxation of orthodoxy and tearing of sentimentalism were the 
rtwo elixirs toning up the Hindu muscles.

Lucknow P ad— A Blunder.
As to the Hindu reply to the Muslim offer he would say that he ha l 

neyer been a believer in pacts and concessions in bringing about Hindu* 
Muslim unity. He believed in straight and fair laws of the realm lor the 
administration of the country and open competition ior Government loaves 
and fishes. Those, who having survived the prescribed test, ware qualified 
ought to get loaves, while others might step aside until their preparation w:as 
complete. His whole nature revolted against the introduotiop of any kind 
of communal representation in the elective bodies of the country. There had 
never been any experience of any ‘community in India, however small, not 

avmg got its due deserving share in the administration :of the country and 
the patronage of the Government compatible with its competency. After 

“?D l oases of Christians and Parsis in this respect, he asked why 
Mahomedans should not follow their example. The Hindu history never showed 
an instance of the tyranny of majorities; on the other hand the behaviour of 
Moslems towards Hindus in Malabar, Kohat, Saar Bengal and Larkana was 
proof of  ̂ their tyranny. The Hindu was steeped in the policy of “ live and 
let live . He was therefore deoidedly of the opinion that Hindus should 
never accept that communal instinct. They should leave Moslems alone in 

eir present mentality to thiuk and aqt as they pleased but they must give 
i f f 1?,? ®0,emD as?4 rance that there ought to be no fear of any possibility of 

e Hindus exercising tyranny of the majority in any shape o r ,maimer. If the 
osiems were unsatisfied and declined to join hands with the Hindus to put 

a unifce(* demand before the Statutory Commission, the Hindus must do 
so of their own accord leaving Moslems free to try their best and get what 
they wanted from the Government. “ Let the Hindus be firm and sterpin 

eir oposition , declared Hr. Moonje, “and let us be wise over the bitter ex* 
perience of the blunder, though committed in good faith and with best 
ntentions, of the Lucknow Pact. Despite the fear that even that might 

prove another blunder he would agree in a sprit of compromise with the 
Hindu legislators decision at Delhi recently under Pandit Malaviya’s presi- 

entship. After quoting the resolution pissed at the meeting Dr. Mooniee 
went on to say that the Hindus should never accept the reservation of seats 

Muslims in excess of the proportion and should remember the bsson 
at the Muslim bloc in the Assembly taught in respect of the Ratio Bill and 

imperial Preference. As for redistribution of Provinces, ho wanted to make 
1 absolutely dear that the Hindus were satisfied with the present distribution 
and could never agree to redistribution on the principle of manufacturing a 

/majority in population for one oimmnnity or another.
Concluding, Dr. Moonje remarked that if they left the Muslims severely 

alone the Muslims themselves would realise the folly of separation and oonr 
munalism and might eventually come to feel that it should be to their and 
Indians interest ii they veered round and merged into Indian nationalism 
for the common good of India which connoted commuual prosperity also,
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R e s o l u t i o n s .
Following are the full text of the resolutions adopted at the 10th ses­

sion of the All-India Hindu Mahasabha held at Patna. Ihey  have been 
rendered into English from the original Hindi :—

(1) This Mahasabha places on record its sense of indignant regret at 
the murder of Swami Sradhanaud. The Mahasabha looks upon bis actmties 
with honour and respect and places on record its sense of profound grate 
fulness for the same and feels that as his every day ifew as a life of sacrifice 
in the cause of the uplift of the Hindu race his death l.kewise^may-be. a 
source of great impetus and strength to the sacred cause foi-whichhe  has 
sacrificed himself. This Mahasabha earnestly impresses upon the Hindus that 
they should push on the work of shudhi and sangathan and removal of 
u n l c h S .  for which Swamiji lived and died with s u c h j j n ’ and 
etreDgth that Done may dare again commit an atrocious crime like t  e
mur der of Swamiji.

(The resolution was put from the chair).
12) This Mahasbaba appreciates the heroic .p lo t of selbsacnflcodm- 

played h ;  that hrore N .palaa. youth Kbarag Bahadur on the 
inviolated the sanctity of our womanhood and urges upon
Bengal to exercise his prerogative of mercy on him . „  . v inbara-

(Proposed by Babu Padamraj Jaid and seconded by Swami Vichara

(3) This Hindu Mahasabha urges upon the Hindus in gen0 1 ® 1 *° ^ tinglJ  
celebrate the tri-centenary of Shivajee which falls on the 3r^  ^  ®aI8ĥ hh * ‘io 
special arrangements should be made to study and rememb
deeds on that day throughout the country.

(Put from the Chair). , .
(4) In order to infuse fresh life and energy into the Hindui race, this 

Mahasabha urges upon all branch sabhas and other Hindu oig
fittingly celebrate every year the festivals consecrated to their national heroes 
like ( l)  the birth anniversary of Lord Budh, (2 ) Rana Pratab ( ) uiu 
Gobind Singh (4) Bir Benda Vairagi (5) Shivajee and (6 ) Swami Shra

dhaD(Proposed by Mr. Srihari Bajpai and seconded by Baba Guruditt Singh). 
1  (5) This Mahasabha heartily appreciates the work of Hindu.Mi08*™*

in Bengal and impresses upon every Hindu the necessity of t e ^ ^ j ^ g  ^  
ready to help in every possible manner the work of the p P g
advancement of the Hindu religion. , , , cjaromi

(Proposed by Pandit Nekiram Sharma and seconded, by Swami
Satyanand). _ . , . t

(6 > This Mahasabha expresses its appreciation of the judgment of tne 
Madras High Court in the case relating to the free use of va h h o  roadsi by aU 
classes of people in Kalapahari, wherein they (the High Court) tleolar0d t “a)J 

, the K ng’e high ways are open to all. The Mahasabha further impresses upon
the Brahmans of South India, that in view o the
round them they not only concede the right of free « f  o road^  ™
should treat the untouchables in a humane manner so that they may not be 
compelled to become converts to other religions. Tha sabha further urges 
the leaders of South India to discharge their duties in this connection,
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(Proposed by Babu Auand Priya).
jjttsL f S  T vis Mft|>aeabha looks upon the Chinese as their brothers for they
nart f  i l l  of Budh5sm which formed but an integral
the ehfil H  dfU, ! T l .  Tn la. Mahasa}jha therefore wished early termination of 
the civil war that the Chinese people are engaged in at the prosent moment

KX? r SSeS dls!a_t !sfact,0D. at the attempt of the foreigners in that land to 
of their rights W ^ ln e s0  6Plr^  independence and assertion and protection

(Put frdm the Chair).
(8 ) This Mahasabha regrets that the system of Begar is still in ex* 

j  18 ever 0 0  the increase everyday. The Government should
therefore draw attention of their officers to this and stop them taking Begari.

(9) The Kbasias, Bhils, Kols and other tribes formed but part of the 
Hindu community both from the point of religion and civilisation. But all the 
same they have been classed as Animists in the last census reports and thus 
they have been excluded from the Hindu community. This Mahasabha 
therefore urges upon the Government that in the next census they should 
be classed as Hindus.

(Put from the Chair).
t> .[JO) Ihia Mahasabha strongly protests against the imposition of 
Punitive Police tax upon the Hindus of Pabna as also against the imposition
° t ?v.V1I».g ° jmPi D8at,0D to tbe Hindus who have been looted by and
suffered at the hands of the Musulmans in the villages and urges upon the 
Government to withdraw the same.
Moha^DanT/^ ^ ftdan Mohan Burman and seconded by Babu Ananga

( I I )  *n view of the fact that participation in conducting musical pro­
cessions along the King s highways and public thoroughfares which are the
inherent right of every citizen generally and the religious rights of Hindus 
particularly and that right Las been recognised by the Privy Council, the 
highest court of Justice in the British Empire, this Mahasabha is pained 
at and emphatically condemns all attempts that are made by the executive 
authorities curtailing and circumscribing this right of the Hindus by improper 
use of powers given under the Police Act and the Code of Criminal Procedure 
for meeting temporary exigencies of situation. Under the circumstances the 
Hindu Mahasabha calls upon the Hindus to insist upon-free and unmolested 
enjoyment of this right and considers it justified, (a) This Mahasabha 
therefore congratulates the Hindus and Satyagrahis of Patuakhali> on their 
taking a bold stand in the matter of insisting on free and unmolested 
enjoyment of their religious and civil rights of conducting musical processions 
along public thoroughfares and maintaining the struggle practically single- 

D<rf r  80 0D® aD^ such commendable determination and calls upon all 
the Hindu Sabhas particularly of Bengal to render to the movement every legi­
timate support, (b) That in view of the fact that the Hindu Satyagrahis of 
Patuakhali have been and are carrying on their Satyagraha for the preeerva** 
tion of their well-established rights in a manner thoroughly peaceful and 
constitutional and that disturbances of public peace are caused by the 
members of other community, this Mahasabha condemns the action of the 
Bengal Government in deciding to realise punitive police tax from the Hindus,
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(Proposed by Sj. Hariah Chandra Vajpay and seconded by Si. Satindra
Nath Sen). . ,

(12) This Mahasabha strongly condemns the kidnapping of Hindu 
women and boys by Musalman Goondas in this country) particularly in 
Bengal. I t has been increasing every day particularly in North Bengal. The 
Mahasabha therefore urges upon the Hindu leaders of the Hindu Maha­
sabha in Bengal the necessity of their collecting particulars about these atro­
cities and submit the same to the Hindu Mahasabha. They should also 
take steps to stop these atrocities in an organised manner by forming 
associations of their young men for that purpose? as also they ’should take 
every step that these Goondas received due sentence whenever there was a 
case before a court of law. This Mahasabha impresses upon the Hindus in 
general to organise bands of volunteers in every town and villages to protect 
the Hindu women and children and save the Hindu community on other 
occasions as well. This Mahasabha urges upon the Government also the 
necessity of making sufficient arrangements in East and North Bengal and 
where these atrocities have become so common as also the desirability of not 
having Mussalman Police officers in those areas as far as possible.

(Proposed by Mr. Deshbandhu and seconded by Prof. Gopi Ghand).
(13) The next resolution asked „ the high caste Hindus to allow free 

access to the untouchables to schools? temples and wells and declared that 
in the opinion of the Hindu Mahasabha a Hindu of any rank was better 
than a non-Hindu under all circumstances from both religious and social 
standpoint. The resolution was proposed by Pandit Neki Ram, and duly 
seconded.

(14) This Mahasabha looks upon the condition of the Hindu widows 
with concern and resolves that (a) such arrangements should be made for 
the education of widows in their homes or in Ashrams as may enable them 
to appreciate the ideals of * Sati D harm a9 and live the rest of their lives 
in an honourable manner, (b) That the disrespectful treatment on cere­
monial occasions in Hindu household meted out to the widows should bo 
done away with, (c) That suitable steps should be taken to save them 
from going astray and from the clutches of the followers of other religions.

(Proposed by Pt. Nekiram Sbarma).
(15) Another resolution moved by Pandit Ramchandra Dwivedi ex­

pressed its disapproval of the proposal to make Hindi and Urdu both 
compulsory at certain stage in schools in Behar.

(16) The most important resolution moved by Mr. Ja i Ram Das on 
behalf of the Chair ran as follows : —

(1) While reaffirming the resolution passed in the sessicp of the 9th 
Hindu Mahasabha in regard to the principle of communal representation, the 
Mahasabha is prepared to consider any proposal for the setlement of political 
differences between the Hindus and Muslims with regard to representation in 
the legislatures.

(2) (a) In view of the facts that the Muslim community as such has not 
endorsed the proposals made by certain Muslim leaders assembled at Delhi in 
March last and has, on the contrary? in several places expressed its disagree-

, m en t; (b) that even according to the manifesto issued by the Muslim leaders? 
the said proposals are liable to be rejected by the Muslim organisations 
referred to therein and (e) that Mr. Jinnah has stated that the said
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proposals can only be acoepted or rejected in toto without modification ; the 
Mahasabha feels that it will serve no useful purpose to express any definite 
opinion at this stage on the proposals as a whole.

(3) The Mahasabha deprecates any attempt to constitute new provinces 
or legislatures for the purpose of giving a majority therein to any particular 
community. In the opinion of, the Mahasabha the question of the creation 
of new provinces should be considered, if necessary, independently of any 
proposals and exclusively on their merit.

(4) In view of the fact mentioned above, the Hindu Mahasabha is of 
opinion that the matter is not ripe for discussion and consideration by the 
All-India Congress Committee. In the'opinion of the Mahasabha any dis­
cussion on the part of the All-India Congress Committee at this stage will be 
premature and harmful.

(5) In view of the fact mentioned above the Hindu Mahasabha, 
however, suggests the following principles as the basis for discussion :—

(a) Mixed electorate for all legislatures ; (b) Reservation of seats for 
a definite period of time to be agreed upon by parties in all legislatures on 
a uniform basis of representation, such as population, voting strength or 
taxation; (0) Uniformity of franchise in each province, (d) Constitu- 

* tional safeguards for religious or quasi-religious rights and customs.
The Mahasabha calls upon the Working Committee to sound various 

sections of the Hindu community in different provinces on the question and 
formulate definite proposals and disouss them with Muslim leaders and report 
its conclusions to the All-India Hindu Mahasabha for ratification.

(Put from the Chair and passed unanimously without any discussion).
After passing three other minor resolutions the proceedings of the 

Mahasabha came to a close.

T h e  A l l . I n d i a  K h i l a f a t  C o n f e r e n c e
The annual session of the All-India Khilafat Conference commenced 

at 11 a.m. in Kifah-i-Am Hall, Luckuow on the 26th February 1927. Con­
sidering tho All-India character of the meeting attendance was meagre as 
there were hardly more than 600 people in the hall. Most of the prominent 
Khilafafcists were, however, present. Proceedings commenced with reciter 
tions from the “ Quran” followed by the “ ghazui* specially composed for 
the occasion.

Maulana Abdul Majid Deryabadi, Chairman, Reception Committee, 
read a very interesting and instructive address welcoming the ‘delegates to 
the historical place where the Khilafat organisation was first started. Dis­
cussing whether tho existence of the Khilafat organisation was now needed, 
he very ably defended its existence, from religious and other aspects. He 
described the past activities of the organisation and remarked that it was 
billing to co-operate with all other Muslim bodies for the welfare and 
progress of Muslims. He exhorted Mussulmans to be up and dping unitedly 
with full vigour.

T h e  P r e s i d e n t i a l . A d d r e s s .
After the reception address, Maulana Sbaukat Ali informed that the 

President-elect being unwell, Maulana Shafi Daudi would temporarily
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preside. Maulana Abdul Majid Badayuni seconded. Maulana Sbafi briefly 
asked the delegates to enforce the resolutions with full vigour.^ Mr. Haji 
Haroon’s printed address was then read by Mr. Abdul Rahman, Editor, Al- 
Waheed^. The address dealt with pan-Islatnic and Indian activities, 
appealed to the Mussalraans to be united in the policy about Hedjaz and 
submit to the correct policy of the Khilafat Committee. About India, the con­
structive programme greatly stressed economic and social Muslim betterment, 
and urged Hindu-Muslim unity. While regretting Swami Shraddhanands 
murder, the address asked Hindus not to blame the whole community for an 
individuals's irresponsible act and appealed to the Hindus to respect the just 
claims of the Muslims and not to view their efforts to better their condition 
as antagonistic to non-Muslim interest. Finally, the address asked the Hindus 
to respect the Indian Muslim States in the same way as the Muslims respect 
the integrity and honour of the non-Muslim Indian State. When the Muslims 
fully sympathise with Nabha and Indore, they expect similar treatment
from the Hindus and Sikhs. # _.  ̂ . .

After the presidential address was over, the meeting dispersed to meet 
again on the next day, the 27th February when the Conference was con­
verted into “ The World Muslim Conference, Indian Branch. ,

Maulana Sbaukat Ali announced that the president-elect, Hakim Ajmal 
Khan could not come on account of the illivees of the Nawab of Rampur and 
proposed Dr. Ansari of Delhi to occupy the chair. He dwelt at length on 
the services of Dr. Ansari in this cause and said that he was the most 
suitable man for presiding over their deliberations.

Dr. Ansari on assuming the chair delivered an extempore speech. 
Referring to the World Muslim Conference just constituted he said that 
naturally it might be asked that such an organisation was likely to clash 
with the Khilafat Committee hut a cursory perusal of its aims and objects 
would assure everyone that it was neither antagonistic nor parallel to 
Khilafat. The aims and objects of the organisation were to have a common 
public platform for the Indian Muslims cf all shades of opinion and it would 
have nothing to do with the Indian affairs and would deal with Pan- . 
Islamic matters and try to make a common cause with the Muslims of the 
whole world. The Khilafat Committee on the other hand was a political 
organisation of people of definite ideals and such Muslims as were unwilling 
to join the political organisation should not hesitate to join the “ Motamar”.

Continuing the President said that no doubt they were Muslims but 
they should not forget that they were Indians first and last and always and 
as such they should give up communal mentality and bear in mind that 
communal leaders, be they Messrs. Lajpat Rai and Malaviya or Su Abdur 
Rahim or Jinnab, were not friends of India, This communal mentality was 
responsible for all the bloodshed and riots that had greatly perturbed the 
national life of the country. He, therefore, appealed to  them to have no­
thing to do with communalism hut try their utmost to liberate their country.

The President then asked Mr. Shwaib Qureshi to read the draft cons­
titution of “ Motamar” which is the U rdu equivalent of the organisation.

The Conference then effected some minor alterations in the constitution
which was read.

The Conference was then adjourned in the afternoon when speeches were 
delivered and the remaining work of the Khilafat Conference completed.
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A l l - I  n d i a  W o m e n ’ s C o n f e r e n c e .
The First All-India Conference of women was opened at Poona in 

the afternoon of the 5TH JANUARY 1927. I t was the climax of a 
Beries of womens conferences held in various parts of India during the 
past few months and was the outcome of the effort to co-ordinate their 
work and formulate lines of advance on all fronts, especially educational. 
Delegates from all parts of India attended. The Rani Saheb of Sangli, 
Chairman of the Reception Committee, in her address, said that women’s, 
education had passed through all stages of total apathy and indifference, 
ridicule and oriticism and the time was, therefore, ripe for further advance 
wherein women might help in formulating the basic principles of educational 
policy and programme. I t would help the Government if women themselves 
declared what they should have their children taught. They would be able to 
clearly say what was wanted by women and she believed that the Government 
would welcome such effort on the part of the women of India. Whatever 
the policy and plan of female education laid down by the Conference as a 
result of the discussions, she was emphatic that Indian culture, Indian tradi­
tion and all that was best in the past of Indian womanhood would have to bo 
preserved and secured in any future soheme.

T h e  M a h a r a n i  o f  B a r o d a ’ i  A d d r e s s *
The presidential address of the Maharani of Baroda was a stirring call 

to aotion. *! A few decades saw the curse of ‘suttee* removed from our land. 
With a like determination these social evils can all be overcome/1 she declared 
after a brief review of the many social practices retarding womens advanoe.

Women of Turkey broke from these bonds ; so can we.” It was pleasing, 
the Maharani continued, to watch the signs of general awakening in the 
publio mind throughout the country in the cause of advancement and eman* 
oipation of women. A noteworthy feature of rapid progress the women had 
made recently had been the sincere co-operation of the sterner sex in ooptrast 
to the experience of other countries.

Referring to physical training she said that it was a simple thing to say 
that girls should receive it. It was nothing so simple to deoide on the actual 
forms it should take. Physical culture should bring not only firmness of 
body but vigour and freedom and joyfulness of spirit.

Turning to the subject of co-education, the Maharani observed that though, 
it must be admitted that separation of sexes was in itself artificial, separation 
was also required in order that a peculiar type of mind, of personality and 
of oulture which constituted the attraction of womanhood might be developed. 
There was thus a definite need for “ separate schools and colleges fpr girls 
end women in which life and not merely oourses of study shall have reference 
to the nature of pupils and character of women we wish to cultivate.” Here 
a difficulty of no small dimension was that the majority of women were 
occupied with problems of female education and had their education along 
lines laid down by men. The great difficulty, therefore, was to attain 
sufficient freedom of judgment from bias which this kind of hducaticn had 
given. She urged on them to free themselves of the bias and obtain a really 
distinctive point of view. Viewed from the standpoint of different types of 
character which should be developed in boys and girls, there should be 
differences even in the kinds of literature which predominated on the one side 
&&d on the other.
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On -compulsorŷ  primary education.'What̂ the Odnference.b&d to consider 
was not the necessity of such a measure but the, ways oi, removing difficulties 
in the application .of.5an educational; policy whicH they1 desired. What was 
needed, for .the success of the measure was ‘ abtive and ' persistent propa- 
ganda . among Women* and she felt ‘ that local organisations tfnder the 

■ guidance of a Central Women’s League cOtdd do a great1 deal 'in1 that 
■direction.

Coming -next to the economic value of education'the'Maharani'said that 
* there uras a tendency to. retard) even to oppose, urgent reforms in women’s 

education -because it was believed that for woman’s' education to have economic 
, value, it must be on the.same.line as that’of. m,en. ,ThS Conference must 
* show itjto be false. “ If our girls* education is to be on other lines, education 
.of those who.are to teaoh them must be on other lines.v I can conceive no 
way ip which .Lady Irwin, could1 assist in1 the' progress and advance of Itidian 
womanhood • jnore than in using, her capacities to ’obtain the establishment 
of areally Efficient training college' for women teaohers which will train 
wQmenrforr’the task' ot re-birth‘ and regeneration of Itidian education' for 

; women and girls.”
‘The whole question'of the legal ctatus'lof women in marriage with fCgard 

to property, divorce, control of children and many Other matters should'be 
systematically1 enquired intoand proposals discussed. r Thinking as they 

hahonld-. do johilndian,' women in general;»they would notihajable fcqpydevote 
'jthcir atfcentiô apocially to any particular, groups. There was/- however, one 

|i group oil.- wdiaQiQfT'SpaH:! perhaps in number, - who, once tomanQlpatedsrapd 
soundly educated, could do much.-for the womenf,of .' India. ;She «poke of - the 
Indian princesses. . The Conference should state in no uncertain terms -its 
views on the reforms needed ip-tbis direction.

Di scuss i on os Re s o l ut i ons .
There’ was fuH attendance of delegates when the Conference reassembled 

on the next day, the 6 TH  JANUARY- 1927. The: strong- - appeal -of the 
President* dasher? address,' ;■ to- cultivate- womeh’s- distinctive :oufclobk free 
from bias-)iftduOedvby the- man-made system of* educationnwas -embodied 
in «* preamble to the resnlutibn. ■ The present system* of - education, it 
maintained, was thought -out- primarily1, in ? the • interbstr of "the boys and 
was formulated by men. ’The1 time 'has now ‘come fofe women :to-review 

irand- -reform'* fhiV system and < resolutions hereinafterdti-L■ bei tadopted uwould 
i oflfer a constructive' programme' to;-those- who i!hads already 'shown a sincere 
Jdarire- to -promote'advancement- of- education. r> The* first resolution was 
adopted defining -educations' as' training Whichwould') enable! a '-child- ?or 

-«idividual'to! develop' his or her 'latentncapaicities td'thei-rfullest-axfcenbfor 
the service of humanity and should include elements - fon physical, mental, 
emotional, civil and spiritual development.

(2) Compulsory,.moral-training*
Sister Subbalaxmi then, proposed the i next resolution deraandinĝ fchafc 

moral training based ou spiritual ideals should -jbaptpdQ 'oompulspry foir -all 
schools and, colleges. - Mr. Arundale,. seconding, expressed the opinion that 
the fundamentals of , all,,religions should: -.bftht%ughtT;in schools, so fcbafothe 

; present o i p&,among- the race.- «nd; : be
removed and the nation’s progress be ensured. Mrs. Hans-«>Mehtaf« led hike
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opposition with the,slogan “ Morality and .religion can grow from within, 
iffey-oannot b$, engrafted' frojn outside., Aftfir some naore diseuasktti l ie  * 
resolution was <»rriod b ^ a  majoiifeyj ^ ...... -  ̂ ^

(3) Compulsory physjcal training.
The third resolution that a complete course of physical training should 

be made compulsory in boys and girls’ schools was adopted.
(4) Education, of women. .

The last resolution of the day was that in education of girls and women, 
teaching in ideals of motherhood, beautify\ng,!of-. ionw as.i well as p ip in g  in 
thametbhds of social ̂ service. .should (be -kept / uppermost,? Mips. .'Mpnop, ok  

unmarried profsssipnal women, ;urged that xthe, (^^erence. 
should not lay too much stress on motherhood. Mrs. Kamala Chattopadh^ya 

-a ®kr$pg plcft^lor r teaching; -the art of beautifying hpme^yrhich 
wa^ fche.pest plaoejpr thpm to develokmeptally ‘and.. spiritually. ^ T ie .reso ­
lution was carried and the Conference rose, for the day. • : *

Somej more .resolutions were dadopted 1  by,;fche Gopiereru)e |n ,its sitting. r 
onthe 3rdrdayfthe .7TH JANUARY. The,. f i r s t f T “ This Copfeifepce 
deplores the effect of early marriage . on f ,education and urges [the G oyenr; 
ment :to /pass legislation to make marriage below , the ageoi l6 .a  penal 
offeree. I t  demands that the age of ., consent* be raised to sixteen. \  I t  ■(whole 
beartedly supports Sir HarLSinghGours Bill which is to come before the ■ 
Legislative Assembly this month as a step towards raising the age of Jc^nsent - 
to sixteen and .senda/a deputation,' to conveys tp tho Legi^lativ^ A ^ ^ i y  
the demand of - this Conference .pn. this vital subject/* Mrs. Cousins moved 
an d iL ^ B ad asiro  Aiyanaeooudedithe M ah^'pifa^S,^
foriegialationctoIdaclare jnain’iageAbelow/the aga;..©| 46 .illegal, „ Tjiis\  eVo ŝ^d , 
a strong; opposition f rom Poona delegates; whu y reseote4,$he idea o f. declaring 
m anages j illegal after. they b^dnbeen^/pnop . vpep^ke^ / T h ^ ,^  ho^pvM^ t 
favoured iihe, proposal, to penalise . the particp ooppernedr/ A lter <iu$he£y 
speeches, the .resolution ̂ was unanimously j adopted* *

Two more resolutions were also passed akthia day..- The£rgt demanded 
that ■ primaryy, education for boys and ?girls be made compulsory, that fchp . 
present vernacular .text-books be revised and supplomenfced by books suitable 
fQriohiidreaanditihat women shouldibe pu, all •* rttegdftEpk .wi^mitteWs The. 
otiierc urged inclusionsdof^' ̂ preparatory; .manual(training.jin? (the 
suited,;toffiliel chiki’s need and daily. exporionce*

Tfio Alblndia Woraen-s Conference conoludedkon thei>8 TH JAlNUABY*!^ 
adop^Q^ several fesolutioks urging' additiem of finfe hrtsj^advaeeed/. 

dopie^tio scfeiioe, jounaiism, social service (abd ̂ aroliteoture i&s optional siib-?' 
jeots to the college curricula and' that ̂ scholarships, be. offered to'/Womtei - 
students1 to attract theth *fco take up law, medicine, ‘ 8ooial—scr6nee and 

; Other resolutions favoured the establishment > Presidential cbUege  ̂
fo ^  women and appointmrentr of a lady'professor as' adwfeert inixollegesl 
where there were women students and requested the Government totpsovtdea 

for teaching women in th^iT vkomes. The Conference iTecom  ̂
'th #  Government' Teefognition ̂  ehoAld be given to ̂ uccesdul edocar 

institutions which had adopted1 the -currscuia '’suggested by the  ̂
Lonfeicncc, like the* 4nd|in. Womens •* Universityi A / standing committee 
w ar appointed consisting of ihe Ms^arani1 of >Baroda oas tFretident^ 1
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o! Sangli, Mrs. Naidu, Lady j .  0. Bose and Rsdi of Vizianagaram as 
Vice-Paesidents; Mrs. Cousins as Chairman and Kamaladevi Chattopadyaya, 
Secretary with 14 other members with powers to co-opt.

■ ■nHMBMMCI

A. I. Y o u t h  C o n f e r e n c e ,
The following address was delivered by Mr. T. L. Vaswani. the Presi­

dent at the A. I. Youth Conference held at Gurukul, Hardwar during the 
Jubilee celebrations of the National University on Friday the 18th March
1927.

" Friends, If I had my own option in the matter l  would not speak, I 
would rather sit amidst you in silence ; for in silence is strength. Many cen­
turies ago there appeared in ancient China a Rishi called Confuoious. lj And 
he said “ Heaven is silent; the seasons change and all things multiply,— 
Heaven is silent.” If Heaven is silent, must not man, also, learn to be 
silent ? And I have felt again and again that India needs inspiration of 
what is more than words—the inspiration of silent service, the inspiration 
of a mighty deed of sacrifice. And even as I speak to you, young friends, 
I  breathe out an aspiration that our actions may go muoh further than all
our words. , , ,  . , ,  t

“ You have chosen for this chair a poor unworthy man, a darvish of 
the desert. You have summoned me from my seclusion and silence to give 
you a message. The Lord has linked roy heart with the young from the 
beginning of my days. I come to you not as a scholar or leader ; I coma 
as a servant of the young. I come to have your blessings. I  come with 
love in my heart. I oome with some thing else also—with faith in you, 
the youth of the Nation, with faith in India and her destiny. I believe pro­
foundly that you who are young can build a nation of the strong, a nation, 
of the free. I give you the tribute of my homage and affection, you are 
the path-finders of to-morrow. You are the builders of a greater India. 
Many have told me, many have sent me letters to say, that young men are 
going astray. Some think the young are running into ruin. Many of my 
countrymen are pessimistic about the youth. I oome to you with immense 
optimism in my heart In my quiet retreat, away from the high noise of 
the day, I have command with the stars of the dear star-lit skies of my 
native land. And I have said to m y s e l f “ The same star looked upon 
the India of the Ions ago. India then was mighty as she is fallen to-day. 
India then was strong, rich and prosperous as she is poor to-day. India 
then was the leader of the nations, a ‘guru’ of humanity, as India, alas I 
is treated to-day almost as an untouohable among the nations of oa,r(t“j 
Then have I shed tears and oried in the darkness of the night: Oh
mother, the ancient mother, Mother I nda l  why hast thou hidden thy face 
of beauty and strength from thy children to-day 1 And I  have heard a 
voice saying : - B e  not dismayed,-my young sons and young daughters 
will build a new nation on nobler lines m the coming days. Yes, 
the youth will build a greater India. I Come to you with the message of hope 
and faith. To-day the country is divided. To-day there is a depression in 
jnany hearts I am an humble servant of the young* I oome to you with

4a8 A. I. YOUTH CONFERENCE [o o W rit
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S e “ “ e B u t \ l v dir ^ \ h0^ ? ^ - iny- y ° un? m0D 8 India can work 
must be unimH ^  ,? UBfc,be united in one body in a common service. They

»  S  India and M  I^ ia n  .IdeaS
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“ m. t>, Bharat Ynvak Sangha.

a “ sw S B S
martial spirit, what do I  see t  The PnniaM^ 6 traditi©ns and memories of the 
Physically And ,™ J f l  a  f • T b l , young men, too, are declining 
Committee, M r^  P  V  T *  fche. C a rm a n  of the Reception
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439 PUNJAB PROyINCjAJ, .MUSLIM, LEAGUE [Lahore,
In pvpry province are needed youngmen, who wppld be sons of.strength_.and * 
courage, ‘ shakfciJ worshippers. Suob youngmen,. filled with the Indian 
ideal and rich in wealth of renunciation and sacrifice will open a new chapter 
in our history. Youpgmepj, who - would be “ Bhikkhus V in, spirit united J  
together in the service, of love, cap work .miracles.,

u Relieve me,, theywait ioryou—the,multitudes in thejCoqntry.it They;,, 
wait for you* They wait for the message in towns and villages. There ia a . 
beautiful stoTy in an ancient book/ A boy says to his mother:—“ brother ! 
yoji have spoken oft to, me of Shri Krishna, Is Krishna, alive “ Yei^ 
the. mother says, “ the Lord is not. dead, he lives.” “ I see him .not/* Jays.?' 
the boy* And the mother says, “ If you would see him, my child, you., must /  
practise one. Sadhan.” And he says, “ I am readyi teach, me/? And the. 
mother., says,, "  My boy, if you would meet Krishna, thy Lord, offer every 
day, this little simple prayer, with faith, and love in thy..heart,/* May I, /  
0  Lotus-eyed i be a sacrifice to thee/’

Message India*
u Youngmen ! offer this ancientf prayer. Purify * and strengthen your 

life with this ancient aspiration: 65 May I, 0 , Lotus-eye.d, bo a sacrifice to**
Thee:!” Then go out 4;o the multitades .that, wait with hungry hearts;for.the. 
message of Jndia»-^the, message, of “ Bharat Dbarma* Go, and tell then^. 
that? India; lives for a mighty mission, ' Carthage and Babylonia are gone,. 
India Jives on. > Borne, th a t, dream t»the dream of dominion ana conquest, 
Rome is gopeyr-rlndia lives on. Greece, the. cradle of culture; ifche shrine 
otortandiPhalcpophy#. Greece is gone,?—India lives on, Not without; a pur; 
ppse. India lives to give a mighty message, to; the; aations-| and r.wbafc , 
greater. privilege than this,*—to,do and die in,the*service,of India =? Go and- 
spread this message in town a f t e r wn ,  village  ̂after; village. . And with the. 
be*pty pf thekancient ideal, hypnotise the whole of Hindusthan k/?

' * * ' * * * ' * *yy * ~'4> •* j f / . i ' •* •« r

P u u j  ah P r o . v i n c i a  l  M?u s ii.m, L e a g u e ;
Afca general meeting of the/Punjafr Provincial .Muslim League ,beld/ at r 

Labor e o n f the„ 1 ST ‘ MAY l9?lTf ‘.;Sir Mahomed Sba§? President, delivered 
a ippg; opening address in ,the5 course of which he .referred, -to Mh-Kelkar’s 
presidential address at the, Hindu M’afaa,Sabha Jield at r Cawhpore, an DePem-u 
Wr, J92B«ahd' the ;offers made ;by him to,the<Muslim community, .and saicL 
ail that, the Delhi Conference .̂iij , in; March last, was to . accept/  the/ ©far., 
thus/mpde only lb  months previously} but .he* expresiod great disapppint- 
meqtf- that^/the Hibdu/ S^bha .politicians have now turned, ^  eoihpljiie, 
somersaiiltj almost immediately after the publication of the statement issued 
ty  Mr. Jinnab. The Punjab/jHindu Sabha passed a  reaplp^ojn th^t the-, 
C^ngrete ‘had no right to represent the £tiadu community Jn/any uego|»fa-*‘ 
tione .with the h^slims and further th a t^ y . kind o f settlement .arriv^a at 
bet^reeqr l^ddlers of the Muslim League and those of the Congress among 
wliph?,/Sfaholme^h leaders are iucludec!, would m, n o  way .fee ibindiilg, 
on the Hlndp PommUnit^ and this in spite o f the fact that an. overwheln^ing 
matorlfty of . Muslims .present at the Delhi Cohfereneoha^ nothing whatever
f e m w l t h  p |



,Sir„ M *he® ed * en referred to' the resolutions., adopted a t Patna bv the

I o s y a s *as not a  , single  Hindu newspaper whether conducted in English or in anv 
3?nguageB Y hlch. hadt accepted the proposition. a d o p tS  at tha-D elhi 

K w  ? ?  T T . ,  In spite o f’Mrs. N aidu’s effort to  draw  him ou t. M r!
adoiftod a fn ^ h T ' H 1™“  expr®88i.°8 « r« P i» » io n  on ithftigpeoifia proposition  ^  at indulging m erely m  vague general platitudes not calculated  
M g e iniy  * fimt« lead to H m da publio opinion. N eith er P an d it -Nehru aor  
Mr. Sen Gupta has com e out w ith any declaration one w ay or.the other

addl'ea8‘ S ,r  Mahomed Shafi sa id  that until ;the, m entality  of the  
U‘du Rfebasabha undergoes the* necessary change , and th at hcdv com es to

■ ” a ,s e  that w ithout Hindn-M uslim  unity .the attainm ent of Swarai for our 
common m otherland is absolute im possibility, and finally until a n  effective  

- gu ara n tee  o f . the protection of its  vital interests is forthcom ing the Muslim 
community will ocntinue to .insist on th e  retention of separate com m unal eleoto-'S&gS** ,n t°gral Part of ‘he .Ind ian  Constitution. In  the e S S i  

1 conditions obtainin,»,in ,th is country. the introduction of th e  S
r- •electorates 'is11 certain to .prove a  r periodically r e c u r S ^ x a u s e  of f r i c S  

betw een  .the tw o  great oomm unities,* » fatal to  the cause of Indian nafriW h ° °

- ^ w i S e n t T ' 01’ diffi0Ult &nd oonJPlicatod sdm iuistrative problem s lo r  th e

“ R e  e P ile  U  o n s.

‘ thfl.■'presidential- address w as o v e r ' th e  League held  a three
hours discussion and unanim ously adopted  4 lengthy resolutions T he flmt 
resolution was m oved by Sheik  A bdul' K hoder, noting with regret th e  JL nJ

S a f e  b f th ® H in da^ ea8 and Hindu M ahatabha tow ards the

i h h S f  t ?  th \ n g h t0 f . C0“ m « nal representation in th e  country’s legislatures  
k ,nh 5hey. . hav.® 0!'Poyed . for. th e  la8t seven teen  years and considering it  

- S h *8 ,!0 ^  ^ U8‘,m  ^ n o n t y  m  th is country to form ulate any p r o p e l s  
’ Mahasabha! W th e fa c e  of fcho irreconcilable a ttitud e adopted by th e  h S icm T ^e second resolution motOd by S ir  M ahomed Iqbal reiterated  th e  

L eague s  conviction th at m the existing  political cobdition in  th e  country  
separate com m unal electorates provided the only means of m aking th e  centftd  

^  provincial legislatures tru ly  representative of Indian 3 5 &Id  em-
’ i n t e r e op,tiedtthafc*80 lon « 08 an equally bffective guarantee o f Mus’ S i  

Intel ests was not forthcom ing, th e  M uslim  com m unity oduld not b u t continue

v ° f COmm*ml electorat68 as aH essen tia l part o f th e

« i f c J S  ^ r e h o M io n  repudiated the allegation that separate communal 
« thevte tlS.T0r&Te8pOn8,bld forlHi,ldu MusHm dissensions and asserSdthlt 
S S t S T  -  « *W S a a  movements stmte-Tb,

lD" rtb ^ to#ohition protested  sgainat the pronounoom eots

K L i L ^ - p 8?06"'1 * ! . *  “ '  . n5  . t t h ,  S
"fiatin r̂ b* at JJPatDa’ regarding them as being-fatal to the cause of Indian 

tiohalism and warned theJ Mahasabha to stop' pr.'.Moonjo’s activities,
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i  ztzzjzs %* i i | | i  fiig fi i  -
iostead of in the afternoon. . -f •

Sir Abdur RAHIM , presiding, began with the Kulkati incident in

Government. In suggesting remed.es. Sir A. Eah m s a id . -  We have tauea

* rs*  ttK8 sr@®ff
j” the * E ^  I m ow  paxScularly

rapport me. II m  » .o t .

Muslim m ember ol the Council to offer ooo.titut.ou.l opposm ou to the

P m t i » r ° r r l l n r — *1 p m p i ' L . ,  he re l .r r rd  to music before 
mnemifl R+atine the general propositions regarding this question. He referred

II these principle, are «ttd upon by both
communities it is possible that even ip the pro .ent
will be very few colisions; but w hatever we may lay down the to y  o the
situation m ust always remain in the hands of the Executive authorities. If 
situation m ust a j  two communities whenever they apprehend
any^t rouble and come to  a bonafide decision no reasonable man should obiect

S S S S S iS IS m ft « * f  ®|f &
J .%  S l 0l . S : a i “ °he properly 

' Cam R e a d i n g  the Shuddhi movement, S ir A bdur said : U nder the  > w

pf & nandful the  re e to f  the Mussalmans in India w ere originally Srodua. I

TH E BENGAL MUSLIM CONFERENCE [BASHAt

» T h e  B e n g a l  M u s l i m  C o n f e r e n c e .



believe a fair body of opinion is growing in Barisal which demands tha t these 
disputes and collisions, which arc so entirely alien to the traditions and spirit 
ot the people of this province, should not be allowed to continue to mar the 
peace ana harmony of social life.;

Referring to the elections, he discussed both communal and jo in t electo- 
rates. On an im portant question of this character and magnitude no depar- 
tu re  should be made from the existing practice except with the approval 
° t  both the parties concerned. That is why Lord Lytton in his farewell 
address the other day said tha t this was a m atter for arrangement between 
the two communities. W hat is very significant is th a t while H indu opinion 
is strongly in support of jo in t electorates, Muslim opinion, except perhaps of 
a few individuals, seems to be equally set in the opposite direction. I t  is my 
own personal belief that, but for the pronounced anti-Muslim propaganda of 
a  certain class of politicians having considerable position and influence in their 
community and the unfortunate collisions tha t are t  iking place almost daily 
Muslim opinion would not have been so decided against jo in t electorates. 
When mutual tru st and confidence have been so largly destroyed, the  founda­
tion for co-operation in an electorate is necessarily weakened. The feeling 
has grown strong among the Mussalmans throughout the length and 
breadth of the country th a t if we yield to  the demands and th rea ts of 
those Hindu politicians, who started the movement for a change, Muslim 
interests will be seriously endangered. ,

Concluding, Sir A bdur Rahim said th a t the desire for communal or class 
or caste nomination m ust be replaced by a spirit of co-operation and goodwill 
m advancing the  interests of the general population. This is the pivot of the 
entire policy which I placed before the country in  the manifesto of the Bengal 
Muslim Party. I venture to state on behalf of my community th a t i t  is no t 
within the scope of its ambition to dominate other communities. They are 
sincerely anxious to work in friendly co-operation with the  Hindu communi­
ty in a  self-governing India. I t  is not my belief tha t it  is the desire of the 
general community to dominate over u s ; but we cannot ignore the fact tha t 
there  are distinguished and accredited leaders of .a large school of political 
thought who from tim e to tim e express sentiments which add to the anxiety 
of Mussalmans as to how a H indu majority may exercise its powers. W e are 
so anxious to  advance the political status of our country tha t we are prepared 
to settle^ differences in a friendly conference with thfr leaders of th e  other 
community, however provocative may be the attitude of some of them.

S i n d  H i n d u  P r o v i n c i a l  C o n f e r e n c e .
The session of the Sir.d H indu Provincial Conference opened at 

o u k k u r en the 1ST MAY 1927 under the presidency of Lala La] pat Rai. The 
Chairm an M n Virum al Begraj, in a bold and fearless bu t restrained speech,

condemning the atrocious murder of Swami Shraddhanand, deplored 
that Sind which was the birth place of Sufism (union of religions) had now 
become tho hotbed of communal dissensions 'as a result of fanatical pro­
paganda in Muslim quarters, both from within and without, And the 
result was the Larkhana riots followed by tho byeplot at Begraji. If 
Mahomodans claimed the right of conversion why were Hindus being deprived 
of the right of Shudhi and reclamation. With regard to separation of Sind,

$5
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SIND HINDU PROVINCIAL CONFERENCE [sufkur 
, j  i aa <.w  nnarf from nolitical and economic expediencies Mahomedans

temples, and eradication of social evils like early m am  age. W ith rega 
S  mnsic before mosques he cited the recent instances in which a Maho 
m e d ^  living in the Neighbourhood of his press kept beating drums
trumpets and musical instruments for a number of days continuously on the 
trumpets ana musi when he asked bis other Muslim neighbours
t o Z p M m  th e y  all laughed and had to admit that their desire to enforce
this demand against the Hindus was extremely arbitrary and unfan.

T h e  P r e s i d e n t i a l  A d d r e s s .

Lala Laipat RAI then delivered his address extempore for over two hours
in which be asked the Hindus to give up mildness and develop sternness of 
character, mind and body so as to offer successful resistance against any
encroachment on their rights. ■ . , * -p,, *.

° He regretted that a fitter person than him was not appointed Presi 
d e n t  because temperamentally he felt he was not the fittest for this 
work and he was not so well acquainted with the Sind problems. Expres
sing regret a t Pandit Malaviya’s absence owing to illness, he paid a
glowing tribute to his piety, learning and unflinching and ardent love or 
Hinduism. Referring to communal tension, he said he was paine<L to see 
that the two great communities, who formed the nation and who were 
destined for ever to live in this land, could not pull on peacefully 
together His one consolation was tha t in their national evolution this 
stage was not only inevitable but also necessary. He hoped that when they 
emerged from this ordeal they would be purer and stronger. W ithout 
this real strength Swaraj, even if got as a gift, cou d not long be retained. 
He exhorted the Hindus to face this fire manfully and come out of it purer

« likG S i r r i n g  to local problems, Lala Lajpat Rai said that although he was not 
intimately conversant with them he realisad that the position of Hindus as an 
extinct minority was very delicate but be assured them that they were not 
alone in their battle. H indus in other provinces would always be ready to 
help and support them. He exhorted the Hindus of Sind to participate in the 
All-India H indu activities. To the wealthy men of Sind bo reminded th a t 
the ir wealth was useless arid might disappear m the wink of an eye as it did 
in K obat and Saharanpur and all their paid keepers and watchmen would be 
of no avail if they do not use it in opening institutions for the development 
of the mind and body of their young men and training them up as a  d e fen d  
foroe. H e regretted to find the physical condition of H indus and H indu 
children in Sind so poor. Early marriages were ram pant ra bind and the 
habit of drinking appeared to bo common. The condition of women too 
was very backward. He, therefore, exhorted them to  strive to  remedy 
these deficiencies. He appealed to the young men to  develop sternness of 
character, m ind and body.
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. - deferring to the ensuing All-India Congress Committee meeting, he 
said that although he was a  devotee of the Congress whose prestige was 
higher to him than of any other body, ho was of opinion that the Congress 
decision on communal questions)should bo arrived a t after due consultation 
with the H indu Maha Sabha and some recognised Muslim body.

Concluding Lala Laipat Eai said that the problem before the Hiudua was 
twofold, firstly, Samajic reformation and, secondly, relations with Mussalmans 
and Government. If the Hindus were to set their house in order no force on 
earth could resist them. The lack of organisation which had*-brought the
downfall of Hindus in  Sind a t the time of the invasion of Sind by Mahomed
Hin Kassim was also responsible for the present helpless plight of Hindus in 
the whole country. The community had taken to external superficialities 
which were undermining Hindu Samaj. Hindus had forgotten their Dharma, 
the Dharma taught to them  by the gospel of the Gita. H e exhorted the Hindus 
to give up their mildness and develop sternness of mind, body and character 
and rise to occasions to do their Dharma. To Mussalmans who yearned 
for the emancipation of Muslim countries outside India, Lalaji would say 
that it would be impossible without the emancipation of India.

R e s o l u t i o n s .
The resolutions tha t were passed in tho Conference relates to
(1) Expressing satisfaction a t the efforts of several p&nchayats in 

am em pi^ng  the condition of the depressed classes and earnestly requesting 
ail H indus to allow them the use of public wells, schools, m andirs and 
cremation grounds. (2) Protesting against the restrictions of music before 
mosques, and sympathy with Patuakhali Satyagrabis; (3) Reformation of 
tem p les; (4) Condemnation of child marriages and of uneven marriages 
of elderly men with child b rid e s ; (5) Propagation of Shuddbi and 
appeal to H indu panchayats to take  back within their fold reclaimed 
H in d u s ; (6) Condemnation of Swami Shraddhananda’s m urder and appoal 
for the Shraddhanand Fund ; (7) Ratification of the  Patna Maha Sabba’s 
resolution on Hindu-Muslim relations, provincial redistribution and re­
constitution of provincial legislatures, recording opinions against separa­
tion of Sind from Bombay as injurious to economic, political and educational 
interests of the province and especially of tho Hin. u  community in Sind 
and stating th a t H indus will not be bound by any .decision of the All-India 
Congress Committee o r any other body unless ratified by th e  Hindu Maha 
Sabha. An amendment for the appointment of a committee\ to consider 
the above question was negatived by an overwhelming majority.

O ther resolutions passed condemned the L arkhana riots and the conduct 
of tho Mussalman Police officers a t Bagaiji as failing in their duties and inspir* 
©d by religious animosity causing panic among th e  Hindus in Bagaiji and the 
neighbouring places and ill-treatm ent of respectable H indus who were 
arrested, handcuffed and roped.



S E V E N T H  S E S S I O N  O F

The Tr ade  Union Congress .
The seventh session of the Track Union Congress opened on the 12TH 

MARCH 1927 in the Hindu College Hall, Delhi. Prom inent among those 
present were Messrs. S. Srinivasa Iyengar, Clow, Saklafcwala, Lajpafc Rai,
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, Messrs. G. D. Birla, D. Chamanlal, Ranga- 
swami Iyengar and Baruoha.

T h e  E x e c u t i v e  C o u n c i l  M e e t i n g .
Before the Congress met, the Executive Counoil of the Congress, 

discussed a t considerable length some of the resolutions. About a dozen 
applications for affiliation presented before the Executive Council by Mr.
Aftab Ali were rejected a t the instance of Mr. Mrinal Kanti Bose who 
protested against the  practice of affiliation of uuions without making any 
enquiry as to their bonatides. Mr. BoSe said that he bad already givon 
notice of moving im portant changes in the rules relating to affiliation.

Mr. Thengdi’s resolution to declare the willingness of the Congress 
to bring about the greatest possible solidarity and co-ordinated activity on 
the part of the Trade Unions throughout the British Empire in order to 
counteract the ruthless exploitation carried on under the aegis of British 
Imperialism provoked considerable discussion, some of the delegates 
expressing the opinion tha t the Trade Union Congress as such should not 
consider the subject. Mr. Chamanlal in an eloquent speech said th a t politics 
could not be divorced from T rade Unionism and the  Trade Union Con­
gress should emphatically declare from its platform  tha t it would tight 
imperialism as it  would fight capitalism. The resolution was carried by 
an overwhelming majority.

Constitutional Changes.
Mr. M rinal K anti BOSE, in moving his resolution for the modification 

of the Congress constitution, said tha t some of the  glaring defects in the 
constitution have stood in the way of the Congress developing to the full 
height of its power and usefulness. By payment of the prescribed aftliation 
fees any person could create as many paper unions as the length ox his
purse perm itted.

Mr. SA KLA1VA LA a t this stage expressed his desire to  offer a few 
suggestions on the defects of the constitution. Permission being given he 
spoke for about an hour. Labour in India, he said, was experiencing the 
same difficulties as Labour did in England. B ut Indian Labour was not 
required to  s ta rt from the very beginning. I t  has inherited the trad i­
tions and experience of the British Labour movement. The Trade 
U nionists in India were to forge ahead and keep themselves abreast of 
the Labour m ovem ent in the world. H e said th a t the Congress should have 
a' standing committee for international negotiations. I t  should have a  
labour research bureau and distric t organisers to settle local disputes.
Ab to the constitution of the Congress he suggested that affiliation lules 
should be more rigid so as to secure that none but bonafide trade unions

*  -j t



12 Mar. '2 7 ]  EXECUTIV E COUNCIL M EETING 4̂
might; get affiliation. Once this was done the forces of intrigue would get 
a set back if hot destroyed. He suggested that there should be a perm anent 
office of the Congress so that t h e . Trade Union world might know whom 
to apply for information . etc. Ho suggested also the  institution of a 
central fund to m eet the travelling expenses of delegates to and from the 
Congress.

On th e  conclusion of Mr. SaklatvaW s speech) the House adjourned 
for half an hour and whon it met, Mr. Mrinal Kanti Bose, continued his 
speech. The most im portant amendment of the constitution he proposed 
relates to rules regarding affiliation of unions to the Trade Union Con­
gress and is as follows :—

“ T hat applications for affiliation of Unions should bo forwarded 
through the  provincial committees to the General Secretary. (A rider was 
proposed by Mr. Joshi and accepted by Mr. Bose th a t no provincial com­
m ittee would be entitled to withhold any application for affiliation).

o “ That no Union should be affiliated to the Congress w ithout being first 
affiliated to the Provincial Committee.

hat no Union , should bo affiliated which has not been in existence 
for a t least one year and has not its account and statem ent of member­
ship audited by a qualified accountant or an authorised representative of 
the A. I. T. U. Congress/*

O ther modifications included the substitution of the Provincial Com­
m ittee fo r the  Provincial Secretary in m atters rolating to the  formation 
of Reception Committee for the purposes of holding the Congress. The 
constituents of the Congress wero to  be, over and above the  office-bearers 
mentioned in the  rules, o ther office-bearers whom th e  Congress might 
elect from tim e to time* (This was suggested by M r. Saklatvala and accepted 
by Mr. Bose.)

R e s o l u t i o n s *
Resolutions were then  passed regarding the emphatic protest of tho 

Congress against the system of " Licensed Coolie Contract” a t Howrah 
station  and urging the  High Commissioner of Railways for its abolition 
and appointm ent of a whole time officer for the supervision of the luggage 
porters work a t How rah Station and for appreciable reduction of the 
license fee of Rupees seven per m onth levied by the contractor and urging 
upon the  Agent of the  E ast Indian Railways to publish the report of the 
Railway officer deputed by Mr. Legg, the late Agent of the E. I. R, to 
investigate the grievances of the licensed porters and to place it before 
th e  E ast Indian Railways Local Advisory Committee urging th e  abolition 
of the pitce system of w ork in Government Presses and regretting  
the  steps th a t a re  being taken by th e  authorities of the E. I. R, P ress 
to convert a  large num ber of the salaried bands into piece workers, urging 
upon the  Ju te  Mills1 Association to  acquire th e  bustee in the  ju te  mill 
a rea  and urging on the owners of the  ju te  mills to  revise th e  scandalously 
low wages averaging Rupees Fifteen p e r m onth to the w orker of the  ju te  
industries which has been paying an average dividend of 90 per cent for 
the  last ten  years, urging upon the G overnm ent of India to  take as a  first 
step towards cbmbating unem ploym ent in, the country to  establish im­
m ediately public employm ent bureaus in all industrial and commercial 
towns, expressing the opinion th a t th e  so-called menials employed by 
Government, Municipalities and other local bodies should be given the



same privileges as are enjoyed by the ministerial staff with regard to 
leave* pension and Provident Fund etc.

The Congress passed also a comprehensive resolution dealing with 
the grievances of Railwayman, and urged upon the Government of India 
to carry out the resolution passed by the Legislative Assembly without 
division on the 5th February 1925 for an enquiry into the grievances of the 
Railway subordinate empoyees and for the amendment of the Indian Railways 
Act by inserting provisions for the constitutions of a Central Wages Board.

The Congress also pased a resolution about seamens’ grievances dis- 
approving of the  failure of the Government of India to give effect to the 
recommendations of the Seamens’ Recruitm ent Committee.

T h e  P r e s i d e n t ’ s A d d r e s s .
Rai Sahib Chandrika PRASAD, then delivered his presidential address. 

In the  course of bis address he said tha t the workors in India were ex­
ploited both by the well-to-do classes of the country as well as by 
foreigners in various ways. They mostly based their attitude on the theory 
of supply and demand and did not concern themselves whether their 
employees got a living wages. The responsibility for low wages rested 
with both employers and employees and the latter were forced by circums­
tances to accept what was offered to them. If labour in India was 
properly organised, i t  would be a t an advantage to bargain and things 
would improve. To-day a  small fraction of persons engaged in industry, 
transport and mines were only organised, while agriculturists were totally 
unorganised, Government taking land revenue, Government servants taking 
their illegal tolls, money-lenders and speculators buying the farm ers’ produce 
a t low rates and selling i t  to  the consumers at m arket rates, left the agricul­
turists in a  state of chronic proverty. W ere the agriculturists in India 
properly organised in unions, they  would jointly sell their produce under 
intelligent jo in t management as was done in Denm ark. The speaker 
thought th a t the co-operative movement in India was not likely to make a 
substantial improvem ent in the lot of Indian Kisans unless it was brought 
under the people’s own control and worked on Danish lines. Ho suggested 
the  formation of village panchayats. Trade Union in India was still in 

.infancy and was growing as i t  possibly could. Illiteracy of workers and 
opposition of exploiters were the chief difficulties in the way of its progress. 
Among Governm ent servants they  had a fairly good organisation of men 
employed in the posts and telegraph departm ents bu t the same could not 
be said of the employees oil State Railways. The speaker a ttribu ted  this 
to  the capitalist tendencies of British companies which, he said, had usurped 
the m anagem ent and working of State railways. Cases of victimization 
had occurred on several railways, while in some places men had been threa­
tened with sum m ary dismissal in case they talked of forming a Union. 
Meh who were kep t down under such restra in t needed their assistance 
and encouragement. H e hoped th a t such intim idated railway employees would 
soon come forw ard in the open and form the ir Unions.

Railway Employees’ Grievances.
The speaker then referred to the grievances of railway employees such as 

the absence of minimum living wages, low rates of salaries and wages of 
Indians generally as compared to Europeans and Anglododiansi State
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Railway rules for leave, free passes, w arrants for reduced fare 
edueat.onal grants m aid, residential quarters and supply T u a t a  should

T he^f^158 C0n^ a^ :6^  byP^ep™ ndenfe8 oommissiMs^in^fcead3^ f ° ^ P°p^ronage"iS i i i i i lS
The s p e a k e r * * c o m p i i S o S i l u t c d m S i o n  o°a Ind iaV railw ays ‘t a d l a l  
that with uon-Indians a t the top of the services in the R»itway Board and 
n adm inistrative departm ents, Indians could have no justice A part from 

th is tho p r e s e n t  salaries of superior officials of railways we-e inordinately
™la™ tohr i  down and the  G overnm ent should S y  downtoi the future scales of salary for all plaqana n? «0:i , .«

B* N. R. S trike.

« 4  1° B ' N ' M » . J  Str ik 8

»  “ f t  M &  called
as a  rule, did not advocate strikes as a  weapon to secure redress 0 f S l l  

Z lloyers  ^

The T rade Union Act.

k| « S 2= S “-5 =SST rade Union A ct of 1926, the speaker said th a t it had several d f t f J L ° r t 9 
the  application of Section 120-B of the  Indian Penal r « d f t  t  lk !

Unions shouW be as in England. Restrictions' pbced  u p V X ^ w e ^ t f
8 10 e?ond,ng thm r funds in helping th e  workirig classes sranm-ili 

shou d  be removed. T he Indian Railway Act was -to  be rev fed  a n d f l
should particularly  urge th a t provisions for th e  constitution of th e  C e n e ^  
W ages Board and  N ational W ages Board for settling d i s p ^ s  c o n c e r n ^  
wages and conditions of service and for m aking if •« ®

establish co“ no'l8 on tho lines of the English Railway Act 
should be embodied in the  contem plated Railway Bill. y  Act

L abour R epresentation on th e  Legislatures.
1  he question of form ing an independent labour pariy  was n o o d le  

long as th e  m ajority of w orkers in Ind ia  had no vote for sending memhni^ 
to  tho legislatures. H e regretted  th a t th e ir  ten ta tive  scheme for b W  
representation  m  the legislatures had no t bqen responded to  by th e  Govern-
B n m L  H e / UM 0j fced 12 8e,ected Beata in  the  Assembly, 12 in B e n e i  
Bom bay and M adras, 8 fo r B ihar and  Orissa, tho UuRed P r o v i n g  fn d  
B urm a and 6 for C entra l Provinces and Assam. 0 9 a ad

hnn«,?eleil r i *g w . th e  ?outh Afrioan Settlement, the President held it to be 
honourable to both parties and hoped that its actual wording might prove



satisfactory. In conclusion, he appealed for unity araoDgat the different 
sections of labour, irrespective of caste arid creed.

R e v i e w  op  t h e  W o r k  o p  t h e  C o n g r e s s .
After the President’s speech Mr. Joshi, reviewed the work of the 

Congress for the year 1926. In doing so he 6aid that there were 57 Unions 
affiliated to the Congress. The scheme for labour representation in legisla­
tive bodies as approved by the Congress a t Madras was not adopted by the 
Government though two additional seats in Bombay and one each in the 
Panjab. and "Central Provinces wore created, Referring to labour legislation 
in India, Mr. Joshi welcomed the Indian Trade Union Act and the Indian 
Factories Amendment Act, but regretted tha t the Government should have 
permitted the Coorg Legislative Council to pass legislation on the lines of 
the W orkmen’s Breach of Contract Act.

Reviewing the work of India’s representative to the International 
Labour Conference, the speaker welcomed the appointment of a national 
correspondent in India by the International Labour Office from the beginning 
of 1928.

S E C O N D  D A Y  — T H E 1 3 T H  M A R C H  1 9 2 7 .
Next day, the 13th March, after a protracted meeting lasting for about 

five hours the Executive Council of the Trade Union Congress converted 
itself into an open Congress and adopted resolutions most of which had 
already been passed in previous years. Attendance was mostly confined to 
delegates. About th irty  resolutions were passed.

Mr. Sbapurji SAKLATW ALA, addressing the Congress, declared that 
freedom was a mockery unless the workers could not become their masters. 
Trade Unionism was devised to secure that object. I t  was established 
with the s i t  purposes of overthrowing Capitalism and Imperialism and 
its substitution by a workers’ state and their control. I t  was no use say­
ing that they should wait until every body was educated. As a m atter 
of fact trade unionism in great Britain started in 1858 and compulsory 
education after it. The speaker averred th a t in all western countries the 
trade union movement was beginning to take possession of powers and 
the movement had reached a higher importance than five or seven years 
ago. T heir task bad been made easier by the readym ade reputation and 
prestige of movement in other countries and they must arrive to come 
into line with advanced trade unions of the  world.

Proceeding, Mr. Saklatvala suggested certain improvements in the 
existing management of the trade union movement in India and advised 
them  to call a  meeting of every branch a t least once a month, exchange 
literature and systematise their accounts. They should also m aintain a 
research departm ent to collect data  regarding the ramifications of com­
panies and institu te  an economic enquiry into the condition of the  workers.

R e s o l u t i o n s .

The following resolutions were carried on this day :—
The Congress first adopted the annual report and expressed its confidence 

in M r, N. M. Joshi, General Secretary of the Union Congress.
The Congress extended its cordial welcome and greetings of the Indian 

workers to Mr. Saklatw ala, expressed its protest against the  action of the
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Indian Government for sending Indian troops to China to further the aims 
of imperialism and called upon the Government to  call back all Indian 
troops.* The advance made by the people of China towards th e  attainm ent of 
national freedom was approved and work of the Kuomintang was appreciated 
whioh leads the trade unions and peasant organisations in C hina...

The .Congress thanked the Union Congress of South Africa for giving 
a hearing to Mr. C. F. Andrews and for agreeing to have a conference with 
the representatives of the All-India Trade Union Congress* but felt that 
in vie/w of the South African settlem ent such a conference was unnecessary.
It, however, urged upon the. South African Union Congress to support and 
initiate measures for the uplift and organisation of Indian labour in South
Afrioa.* ̂   ̂ r . .. f V . * ,

A resolution wa9 adopted opining th a t the  time has come for imme­
diate legislation, for all workers engaged in factories, mines, tea, coffee, and 
rubber plantations and in ail other organised trades and industries and 
providing for ( l )  adult franchise, (2) an eight hours day, (3) machinery 
for fixing minimum wages, (4) sickness and unemployment insurance, (5) old 

* age pensions and pensious for widows and orphans, (6) m aternity benefits 
and, (7) weekly payment of wages.

The Congress declared its willingness to. bring about the greatest possi­
ble solidarity, and co-ordinated activity on^fche p a rt of th e  trade  unions 
throughout the British Empire in order to counteract1 the ruthless exploita­
tions carried on under the aegis of British Imperialism.

Another string of resolutions passed urged upon the  managements of 
mills and factories to  revise th e  low wages, observance of Sundays as full 
holidays in mines with full pay, prohibition of employment 'o f  women Working 
underground and requesting the Governm ent to take  immediate steps to  
reach the goal of prohibition a t  an early date  as liquoT traffic had considerably 
aifected the general welfare of the working classes in India. The Congress 
expressed its protest against th e  Governm ent of India for not accepting 
the modest Congress demand for labour representations on Indian legislatures 
and also;urged upon th e  Governm ent to grant to menials all privileges as 
given to  the  ministerial staff in m atters of leave, pensions, provident fund, 
gratu ity  etc. The Congress approved the efforts of the  Angjo-Russian U n ity  
Committee to bring about unity  between trade onions arid th e  Red In te r­
national of labour unions and expressed the hope th a t international unity  
would soon be achieved. It, however, regretted  its inability to  jo in  the 
international movement till such unity  was achieved. Deep reg re t was 
expressed for the unwillingness of the Government to se t up  an enquiry in to  
the rail way men,s. grievances and the Government was called upon to amend 
th e  Indian Railway Act setting up a central wages board for settling dispute* 
concerning wages and conditions of service on railways and making obligatory 
on the railways to  establish jo in t industrial councils on the lines of the
English Railway Act. ^  n

The Congress concluded its session at 8 p. m. Mr. Chamanlal was 
elected Chairman of the Executive Council and Mr. N. M* Joshi was re­
elected General Secretary for the next year. The next session of the 
Congress was decided to be held at Cawnpore.

tT:“  ̂ ■ jb
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Madras  Chamber  of C o m m e r c e .
The 17th Annual General 'Meeting of the Southern India Chamber of 

Commerce, Madras, was held on March 19th, Sir M. C. T. Muthiah Chettiar 
presiding. The meeting was very largely attended, prominent among those 
present being, Dewan Bahadurs Govindoss Chatburbujadoss, G. Narayana- 
swami Cbetti, and M. Balasundaram Naidu, Messrs. C. Abdul Hakim, 
Narayandoss Girdhardoss, M. Kotban, C. V. Yenkataram ana Iyengar, A.
R. Doraiswami Iyengar, Khan Bahadurs Valji Lalji Sait, Jam m al Mahomed, 
and Mahomed Abdul Aziz Sahib Bahadur, Rao Bahadur V. Shanmuga 
Mudaliar, Rao Sahibs P , Ramchandra Chetti and G. V eukatapathi Naidu* 
The Secretary presented the annual report and accounts of the Association 
for the year 1926 and the same was taken as read.

Chairman’s Speech.
The Chairman, Sir M uthiah C hettiar in moving the adoption of the 

report, spoke a t length about the condition of the  money m arket, the 
present position of trade and industries and the various disabilities of Indian 
merchants. H e began by saying th a t the finances of the Chamber were 
rapidly improving, the Chamber had praotically emerged from the dead" 
weight of the building loan which had been ra ther unduly restricting its 
activities right from its infancy. He was sure the Chamber would maintain 
its rightful place in th e  larger sphere of an all Indian organisation afforded 
by the establishment of the  Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce.

Proceeding, S ir Muthiah Chettiar s a id :. “ The Indian money m arket 
has been presenting a taxing problem in the period under review. As usual 
the Governm ent was the Agent Provocateur in the m arket. e

14 The progress of the Currenoy Commission through th e  oountry raised 
g reat hopes and great fears. As usual the hopes have disappeared and the 
fears have rem ained. More than anything else the position of silver and  . 
of the Im perial Bank caused no little anxiety. A t the close of the  export 
season the  rupee exchange seemed to find its moorings round about 18d, 
but, when i t  began to show signs of weakness soon after, the  Governm ent 
prom ptly came to its rescue with their magic wand aud misled the unsus­
pecting Commission* I  do not propose to  go in to  the  ratio controversy bu t 
i t  remains to  be seen w hether the rupee will choose to remain where i t  was 
k ep t by heroic efforts for a brief period of two years or w hether it  will 
seek its old comfortable resting place. In  any case, while it is clear th a t 
an ab rup t re tu rn  under present circumstances to the 16d. ratio is ridiculous 
i t  should be adm itted  tha t the  higher ratio both in regard to its practicability 
and its consequences is not the proper one for im m ediate stabilisation. 
T he stupendous fall in exports in 1926 and the upw ard tendenoy of im ports 
a t once reflects th e  fact th a t trade  is becoming shy of the  exchange anu 
th a t it  is going to  bring it  to  a  severe tria l in the off-season.

“ W bat has made th e  m arket m ore nervous is th e  steady fall in prices 
in several of the staple articles like cotton, sugar and steel. T hat is a 
second hom e-thrust to  our farm er and our industrialist. The slight 
recovery of industries a fte r the post-war slum p has received no encourage-



#*•

m ent from the  panic-striken investors. The resu lt was tha t industrial 
securities have been continually in disfavour and Baoks have been 
Hard pu t to i t  to  employ their funds profitably. N aturally  therefore the 
favourable exchange and the higher ra te  of in terest obtainable abroad 
induced a  considerable volume of rem ittance of funds. The Government 
too have no t been slow to aggravate the situation by their persistent sale 
sterling and deflation of currency in o rder to w ork the rupee to  the I8d. 
ratio . The Governm ent have for the  moment a ttained th e ir end a t the  
cost of the country’s best interests and have succeeded in allaying! the  
tears of the  im porters and safeguarded the position of European capital 
and European service men out in th is country. B ut the exchange trouble 
is going to remain the crux  of the Indian ; currency problem notwithstanding 
the  introduction of w hat is called the Gold Bullion S tandard  in which 
the rupee is going to remain the standard of value and the standard  coin, 
unsupported by any legal tender gold coin. W e are confidently assured 
ta a t  i t  is our nex t advance tow ards th e  eventual establishm ent of the 
Gold S tandard  w ith gold currency. W e may how ever congratulate the 
G overnm ent on th e ir  a ttem p t to centralise the control of Currency and 
G redit m the hands of th e  Reserve Bank and thus wash th e ir hands 
clean Jeaving th e  Im perial B ank free to pursue its commercial hank, 
w e  shall then  have an ideal organisation ready to assist in the expansion 
of banking facilities w ith the  solo purpose of promoting the in terests of 
the  country. In doing so the  banks in th e  country will find much use 
lo r  an All-Iudia Institu te  of B ankers functioning as a common recruiting 
ground and as a  representative au thority  on the  science and a r t  of banking. 1

T rade  and Industries.
T he recent steady decline in prioes coupled w ith th e  inflated exchange 

uas^ been seriously affecting th e  in ternal purchasing power of large 
sections of tho community and the  producers of raw  cotton, aud cotton 
yarn  and piece-goods have had an anxious tim e and  will have to  ekercise 
a  g rea t deal of caution in  th e  cu rren t year also. The M adras mills 
how ever have stood the troub les w ith  greater firmness than those in 

ombay an d  Ahmedabad. I h e  inroads of Japanese goods into our 
m arke t are  being slowly repaired and I  do hope th a t any relief th a t  the
•textile T ariff B oard can recommend will he m ost welcome to Bet th e

0D %  feefc again- In  th is connection I cannot om it to m ention 
ea t th e  operations of the Cotton T ransport Act in th is P re^dency  have 
roughs about unnecessary in ternal restrictions on- the m ovem ent of 

cotton, although the object of preventing adu ltera tion  is none to  be 
cspised. T he A ct as it  stands is not only ineffective in  so fa r  as the  

road traffic is unrestric ted , b u t extrem ely  harm ful to  the  cultivators aud 
0 m erc h an ts ; it would how ever be w orth  try ing  w hether th e  Act can 

® saved by enlarging th e  T iru p p u r oambodia area  so as to include the  
lstriots from Tinnevelly to Coim batore. In fact, having regard  to the

soils, and th e  peculiar needs and conditions o f , cultivation in
locality, i t  w ould appear th a t such territo ria lisa tion  of grades of 

ton is the  last thing to  he a ttem pted .

N eed  for P ro tection .

tv r •f!1® circum stance of p rosperity  budgets th a t  a re  passing th rough  
9 le g is la tu re s  now is a  curious com m eut on the  poverty  of th e  industries.
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T here are  several industries th a t  rem ain in  a  nervous and unstab le  
condition under the  quasi-protection of revenue du ties, as for instance 
sugar, m atch, oil products, fruit-canning, pain ts and colours, an d  tobacco 
all of which deserve to be carefully investigated by th e  T ariff B oard.
I t  should be rem em bered, however, th a t  while asking fo r a  protective 
wall, an industry  has a  g rea t deal to  do for itself by way of in te rnal 
im provem ent. I t  is h a rd  to  live down a  bad  repu ta tion . If Ind ian  
produce is to  m aintain its  repu ta tion  in foreign m arkets th e  different 
trad es ought to  have independent organisations and  ought to  exercise 
s tric t in ternal control as in  th e ” case of tea , lac, cotton, coal, and  w heat.
I t  is high tim e th a t sim ilar in ternal control were exercised in th e  case of 
tanned  h ides and  skins, hem p, tobacco and indigo. In  all these cases 
th e re  is a g rea t deal to  be said against G overnm ent in terven tion  and  each 
tra d e  has got to set its house so as to  retain  its position in the  in ternational 
m arke t. In  respect of hides and skins a  serious situation has arisen by 
persisten t adu ltera tion  in tanneries fo r w eight purposes. ; W h atev er, 
im m ediate  profit there  may be in  transactions w ith undiscrim inting 
countries like  Jap an  i t  w ould not be long before the  foreign m arkets m ake 
common cause ar.d raise a  revo lt against all Indian  skins and hides, to  the  
prejudice of all tan n ers , honest and dishonest alike. H ide tanners have 
ju s t  passed through a  bad year and on the  top  of i t  comes the  abolition of 
th e  expo rt du ty . I t  is an  u n tru th  to  say th a t the ex p o rt duty  has failed 
in its  purpose of encouraging th e  tanning industry . The ex p o rt of raw  
h ides and skins in 1919-20, th e  year of- the  im position of th e  15 por cent 
du ty , stood a t 90,977 tons and  in 1926 it  stood a t  50,226 tons, viz., a 
decrease of 45 p e rc e n t; the  exports of tanned  bides and  skins have 
during  the  sam e period  risen from  6,724 tons in 1920-21 to  18,034 tons 
in  1926, viz., a n  increase of abon t 270 p e r  cent. T hese are facts which 
no G overnm ent which professes to  patronise th e  indigenous industries can 
ignore w ith o u t d raw ing upon them selves considerable public d is tru st, and  
th is .P resid en cy  having a  share  of about 70 p e r  cen t in the  exports  of 
tanned  hides and  90 p e r cen t in th e  exports of tanned  skins can hard ly  
reconcile itself to  th e  free  ex p o rt of raw  sk ins or h ides w ith o u t serious 
d e tr im e n t to  o u r tanning  industry .

T axation .
T he subject of th e  bu rden  of taxa tion  on tra d e  and industries has all 

b u t escaped th e  a tten tio n  of th e  G overnm ent. D uring  and  a fte r  th e  w ar 
th e  coun try  gave its  read y  response to  th e  G overnm ent’s appeal for ©xtra 
tax es to  g e t over th e  deficit Budgets. N ow  th e  season of surpluses has 
begun b u t th e  G overnm ent refuses to  le t go any of its  revenues. T he 
G overnm en t of In d ia  have been accum ulating su rp luses a ll these  fou r 
years an d  hope to  do so in th e  years to  come. In  th e  circum stances th e  
tra d e  an d  in d u stry  of th e  coun try  should  be substan tia lly  relieved. Above 
all, th e  com pany super-lax , and  th e  stam p  d u ty  p o t only on cheques a n a  
dem and  bills of exchange as proposed in  th e  F inance Bill b u t  oh all 
negotiable  in strum en ts, should be abolished , and th e  court-fees and  regia 
tra t ic n  fees should t .  b ro u g h t dow n to  th e  level of 1921-22.

A serious handicap  has been repeated ly  b ro u g h t to  th e  notice oi 
th e  G overnm ent in  tb e  adm in istra tion  of th e  Incom e-tax  Act, fo r th e  

/p u rp o se  of enabling  assessees to  cover th e ir  losses in  lean years by  lum ping  
an d  averag ing  th e  incom es of, say th ree  years, fo r assessment# I t  is ft'*
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m ethod long adopted in several o ther countries and there  is no doubt 0! 
its u tility  in India where the  conditions of currency, trade and monsoon 
are peculiarly uncertain. W ith  reference to the Finance Bill, I  wish to 
add th a t the  proposal td raise the  im port du ty  on unm anufactured tpbacco 
from Re. i-8  per lb. is calculated to check the  large local m anufacture of 
cigarettes in which is used a considerable proportion of im ported tobacco.
I t  should be the du ty  of the  legisla|fcures and the public bodies to^ set 
th e ir  face definitely against any fu rth er increase of duties I f  these insidious 
ways and urge G overnm ent to proceed , with legislation in regard  to the 
remaining recommendations of th e  Indian T axation Enquiry Com m ittee, 
several of which require to be carefully examined by th e  Commercial 
community* in o rder to place the system of taxation  of ( th is country on a 
scientific basis.

R a i l w a y  a n d  R o a d  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s .
Mr. Govindoss Cbathurbujadossr seconded the m otion. In doing so 

toe speaker m ade a  few rem arks on the  tran sp o rt facilities of th e  countvy.,. 
•Hardly anything, he said, was m ore im portan t to  th e  m erchant and th e  
^ n u fa c tu re r .  than  his access to the cheap and rap id  m eans of transport, 
While they thanked  th e  G overnm ent for the  present proposal in the 
Finance Bill to  reduce the  im port du ty  on m otor cars and cyclos from  3Q 
to 20 per cent, on tyres and tubes to 15 per cent, he would much like thq 
G overnm ent to  take  a corollary step for the  purpose of improving and ; 
extending road  communications by centralising the control and policy of 
toe ir m aintenance and extension in th e  hands of th e  Provincial Road.. 
Hoard on which all the distric t boards and im portan t public bodies may 
^  adequately represented., ‘’In  regard to  railway^ extension” the speaker. 
said> “I  am  glad to  say th a t  the Railway Board has a reasonably extensive 
Program m e for th is  Presidency and I  only wish t h a t . the  same ra te  of 
Progress be m aintained for a t  least a  decade in  o rd er to  fill in th e  web,of . 
runk  lines. M eanwhile, the railw ays will be well-advised to  reduce the  
reigbt substantially  if In d ia  should enjoy cheap tran sp o rt as in foreigh. 
°nn tries, though i t  be a t some cost to the  annual contribution to  the  

general revenues, in case the  w orking expenses do not adm it of a su b s ta ir . 
,a l cub. In  regard  to  passenger traffic it  m ust be expected th a t  the  
ecent small reductions in fares will stim ulate traffic to  some ex ten t 

ough no t im m ediately, b u t i t  is a  m atte r for reg re t th a t th e  South Indian 
ailway and  the  M adras and  S ou thern  M abratta  Railway are far behind 

j j e ,° to e r  lines. I t  would be a g rea t relief to second-rate m ercantile firms 
otli e C0UP°n system  is ex tended  to second class travelling also.

m a tte r  which requires the serious atten tion  of the  Railway B oard 
PPL  practice of charging m inim a rates in  the  first stage of travelling  in 

j , \toe passed th rough  in long d istance travel. A nother difficulty in 
K distanco trav e l is th e  w an t of connecting tra in s, as for exam ple,* th e  

of a  M adras express d irec t to  M anm ad o r a t  least of a few th rough  . 
an r̂iage® obliges one to  proceed to  and h a lt a t  Bombay, prolong his journey, 
lour m inim um  fare to  th e  G, - I . T P . Railw ay once7 ag&in in a
&iatfQê  ^  ^  would be m uch use to  businessm en if these sm all
are  0r'S a*s0 occupy th e  a tten tion  of th e  Railw ay B oard when they  

®ot absorbed in  constructions and replacem ents, and railway oolleries. 
*he rep o rt was then  unanim ously adopted.



Bombay Milt-owners Conference. I
P r e s i d e n t ’ s  S p e e c h .

W h a t is  in ten d ed  to  be a c o u n tr y w id e  cam paign against th e  G overn­
m en t o f India's refu sa l to  grant protection to  th e  m ill in d u stry  w as 
inaugurated  on th e  2 0 th  J u n e  a t a C onference in  B om bay of m illow ners a ll 
o v er  India . A b ou t 2 5  cen tres o f Indian  C ham bers o f C om m erce, w h o , ow in g  
to  th e  shortness of n otice , could n ot send  th e ir  rep resen ta tiv es , te legrap h ed  
m essages o f sym p ath y  w ith  th e  purposes o f th e  C onferen ce. ^ Mr. H . I .  
M ody, P resid en t o f th e  B om b ay  M illow ners A ssocia tion , w ho p iosid ed , 
referred  to  “ th e  in excu sab le  d e la y ” in  th e  publication  o f th e  G o v ern m en ts  
d ecision s a n d  sa id  th a t  w h en  th ey  w ere published at la st th ey  w ere typ ica l 
o f th e  w ay in  w hich  m illow n ers h ad  been  treated  all along in  th is bu sin ess.
A  m ore casual and in d ifferen t trea tm en t o f a  grave problem  had n ev er  
been  k n ow n . I f  th ere  w ere  an y  reasons for decisions so  contrary- to tho  
assurances g iv en  to  m illow n ers and so  greatly  a t variance w ith  all canons  
of fa irp lay  th ey  d id  n ot appear in  th e  G o v ern m en t s  com m unique. A ll th a t  
th e  com m unique d id  w as to  m isread  the im p ortan t findings, to  set u p
m inority  against m ajority  rep ort and to  d ism iss th e  w h ole  |
fe w 'c a su a l sen ten ces  m uch as if  th e  G o vern m en t w ere  d isp o sin g  of th e
qu estion  o f  a  grant for  a  v illa g e  w ell. , _

It was a matter of keen disappointment that so high-minded a
Viceroy as Lord Irwin should have been a party to such decisions bu 
they trusted that when Hi* Excellency realised the strength oftheircaseand 
the seriousness of the situation he would not allow false notions of prestige 
to deter him from doing the right thing. The remedy before the mill 
owners was to bring together all their resources and educate pub ip opinion 
so that a. united demand might gcr forth for the righting of this wr g
such as would compel the Government to reconsider their pontoon. Mi.
Mody appealed to the press and the public to lay aside their petty 
differences and lend their whole-hearted support to the millowners as 
anything, that hit the mill industry, hit the vital interests of tho country

H e  co n clu d ed  w ith  a n ote  of w arning  to  th e  G o v ern m en t t hat t he  
con v iction  w a s grow in g  th a t th e  D ep a rtm en t o f C om m erce and Industries 
existed for  e v e r y  o th er  pu rp oses th an  th a t o f serv in g  th e  commerce 
in d u s tr ie s  o f In d ia . D id t b e  G o v ern m en t rea lise  t h a t t h e y w e r e a W  
th e  svm n ath v  and su p p o rt of a ll th o se  e lem en ts  w h ich  stood  for prof ress  
and  goyodPg o v ern m en t an d  form ed  th e  s tro n g est b u lw a rk  of a  o o n .t ,ta ta o n d  
g o v e r n m e n t?  I f  th e y  rea lised  th ese  th in g s  h e  h o p ed  th e y  w o u ld  id e n tify  
th em se lv e s  w ith  th e  tru e  in tere sts  o f th e  m ill in d u stry  a n d  th e  cou n try

at large.
R e p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t .

In  th e ir  rep resen ta tion  to  th e  G o v e r n m e n t th e  M illo w n ers’ C on feren ce  
con fin es th e  o b serva tion s to  th e  d e c is io n s  o f th e  G o v ern m en t on  th e  
Tariff B oard ’s-m ain  recom m en d ation s a s  in  th e ir  v iow s i t  is  m ost ease  
to  p o in t o u t h o w  u n ten a b le  is  th e  case s e t  u p  by th e  G o v e^ ;“ 6n̂  ^  
su p p o r t  th o se  d ec isio n s. T h e  C o n feren ce  refers  to  th e  s ta te m e n ts  m ade
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by and on behalf of the Government from tim e to  tim e which were in the 
nature of an assuranoe to the industry that, if a case for protection was 
established before the Tariff Board, the Governm ent would be prepared 

f to  act on the Board’s findings. The Board has definitely endorsed the 
millowners’ case in  respect of the unfairness of Japanese competition and 
the Conference is astonished tha t the Governm ent should now attem pt to 
avoid the implications of the ir statements.

The Conference prooeeds to argue th a t the  a ttitude  taken by the 
. G overnm ent th a t the  10 per cent handicap on Indian industry is m ore than 

covered by the  11 per cent duty already existing is absolutely untenable 
and quotes the B oard 's findings in  th e ir support.

The Conference m aintains th a t the Government with its resources should 
be able to  envolve a scheme of bounty on the production of yarn  of counts 
above 32s.

The Conference holds tha t th e  destruction of the spinning section of 
the indigenous cotton textile industry, which is threatened  by the  decision 
arrived  a t by the  Governm ent of India, will utim ately be to the disadvan­
tage of the handloom industry for which the  G overnm ent evince so muoh 
solicitude. I t  also holds th a t the handloom industry  could be far more 
effectively assisted by the adoption of the policy which would enable i t  to 
realise be tter prices for its final product than the policy which may give the 
handloom weaver an imm ediate advantage of allowing him to  purchase his 
yarn a t a figure below the  cost of production a t p re se n t; b u t which will 
eventually  lead to  his exploitation and ultim ate disadvantage.

The Conference asks w hether th e  G overnm ent realise th a t by rejecting 
both the  m inority and m ajority recom mendations they  are persisting in a 
policy which gives to Japan  a 10 per cent preference against every o ther 
im porting country in the world. The Conference also draw s attention to  
th e  drop in the exchange value of the  Yen since the report was w ritten , thus 
rendering the position more difficult for th e  industry .

Concluding, the Conference declares that in their decision the economic 
interests of the country did not weigh with the Government and urge that 
they should reconsider their decision.

P r i n c i p a l  R e s o l u t i o n .
Mr. MODY moved the following principal resolution :—“This Conference 

of the representatives of the cotton spinning and weaving mills from every 
part of India, while recognising the patient and conscientious way in which 
the Tariff Board conducted their enquiry, expresses its disappointment at 
the meagre character of their recommendations which fail to take into 
sufficient account tho various difficulties and disabilities from, which the 
industry has been suffering and which called for a more adequate measure 
of protection than the Tariff Board have thought fib to recommend; this 
Conference considers that the true economic interests of the oountry hare 
been sacrificed and the welfare of the cotton textile industry and those 
dependant on it have been seriously jeopardised by the unjust-decisions of 
tae Government of India which entirely fail to protect the industry against 
unfair competition; this Conference maintains that the reasons advanced by 
the Government for withholding protection are absolutely untenable and 
strongly urges on the Government the desirability of the immediate reconsi-
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deration of their decisions and a grant of adequate protection to the textile 
industry of the country.

Mr. A. GEDDIS of fcho Bombay Association in supporting the principal 
resolution said : Here we have wbat ft really the only large industry in 
India which hns been built up by Indian capital, Indian enterprise and 
Indian labour facing ruin. It is facing ruin not through its own fault but 
gradually it is brought there by unfair means. Here, on the pfcher hand, 
wo have a Government intended like all other Governments to rule for the 
good of the countiy which set! u'p its own tribunal to decided whether the 
industry is or is not ruined by unfair moans and which when that tribunal 
decides that the industry is being ruined by unfair means makes a, reply 
which amounts to ' then lot it be ruined.” • Have wo as industrialists to 
accept this verdict as the last word ? Surely not. Do nob let the mill- 
owners be misled by the talk of difficulty being got over if the . millowners 

put their houses in order 1 which is au overworked and stupid phrase 
or that those difficulties can bo got over by the adoption of the suggestions 
of the Tariff Board which, nevertheless, are welcome. Do not let them 
be misled into the belief that the mill industry oan work out its own salvation 
by overcoming unfair handicaps tbrust upon it because the hard fact has 
to be that it cannot do so. The ruin of the mill industry means the ruiq 
of Bombay City and, therefore, I say, are the citizens going to accept this 
verdict of Government without a struggle? To the country as a whole the 
mill industry is appealing to realise that riot only the existence of the mill a 
industry of which Indians have every right to be proud but the future of 
Bombay City also is in jeopardy. I cannot bub think that the country will 
take every step in its power to prevent such a calamity.

The resolution was seconded and supported and unanimously passed.

O t h e r  R e s o l u t i o n s .
By the second resolution the Conference approved and adopted the 

draft representation to the Government of India presented for its considera­
tion.

The third resolution urged on the members of the Assembly and the 
Council of State to do all in their power to secure for the industry a measure 
of protection adequate to the needs of the situation.

Mr. N. B. Saklatvala, moving the resolution, referred to the view- 
urged in some quarters that any bill designed to carry out the intontions of 
the mill-owners would be a money bill and could not under the rules 
originate except from the Government benches; but he was informed that 
the Government could, if desired, allow such a bill if brought by a private 
member. He hoped the Government would not take protection under 
technicalities in a matter of such grave importance.

The Conference unanimously adopted the resolution.
The Chairman was authorised to send copies of the representation and 

resolutions to the Secretary of Stats, to the Government of India, and to the 
Provincial Governments. The conference then terminated.


