Interpellations in Assembly
On Indians Abroad.

Poll-tax on Indians in Kenya.

On the 27TH JANUARY, the Hon, Mr. Bhore, replying to Mr, N. C. Kelkar’s
question regarding poll-tax on Indians in Kenya, said that the Government had
received a representation from the Imperial Citizenship Association on Kenya Poll-
Tax and said : ““Yes, I may, however, mention that an ordinance on precisely the
same lines as the Asiatic Poll-Tax Ordinance has been passed by the Kenya
Legislative Council in respect of Europeans, but under it Europeans will pay a tax
of 3o shillings while Indians pay 20 shillings only. The Government are in
communication with the Colonial Government,

Grant of Permit to Dr. Sudhindra Bosa to Visit India.

On the 31ST JANUARY Mr. Gaya Prosad Singh and Mr. Belvi asked
with reference to the grant of permit or emergency certificate to Dr. Sudhindra
Bese to visit India.—* Has the attention of the Government been drawn to his
letter published in “The Amiita Barar Patfika” dated the 15th December 1926,
in which he complains that he has not yet succeeded in getting a permit to
visit India in spite of the assurance given by Mr, H. S. Amery in the House of
Commons in February last that Dr. Bose could, at any time, obtain a certificate ?
(b) Will the Government be pleased to state definitely whether they have any
objection to allow Dr. Bcse to visit India? If they have none, what facilities
have they cffered or are willing to c¢ffer to Dr. Bese in this direction ?

Sir Alexander Muddiman replied : The newspaper article referred to does
not accurately state the pcsiticn since his renunciation of British Indian na-
tionality,. On becoming an American citizen shortly after the outbreak of the
war, Dr. Sudhindra Bose has on two or three cccasions applied for facilities
to visit India. I bhave previously stated in this House that it was considered
inadvisable to grant him a British passport as a passport constitutes a proof
of naticnal status and since the judgment of the Supreme Court of the U. S. A, in
the case ol U. 5. A. versus Bhagat Singh Thind, the national status of Indians
naturalized in the U. S, A. has becn a matter of doubt, Dr. Bose was, however,
informed that the Government of India had no objection to the issue to him of
an emergency certificate for a direct journey to India. I am not aware when
Dr. Bcese first applied for an emergency certificate. Our failure to issue one to
him immediately was due to a misunderstanding by the British representatives
in America. This was corrected and Dr. Bese was informed by the British
Embassy early in 1926 that he could have an emergency certificate on application
to the proper authorities, If, as is alleged, he is still not in pcssession of the
certificate, it is to be presumed that he has not applied for it. Dr. Bcse did,
as a matter of fact, correspend with the British embassy cn the subject in the
beginning of 1929 when he sought for an assurance that he weould be granted
a safe ccnduct and facilities for his return to the United States. This unusual
assurance the Government of India were not prepared to give. No conditions
were laid down for the issue of a certificate.

Indians in Kenya.

On the 31ST JANUARY the pcsiticn of Indians in Kenya was raised by
Mi. Caya Prasad Singh who asked: (a) Has the attention of the Government
Leen drawn to the following resoluticn passed by the Indian National Congress
al Gavbati (n the 27th December 1926 that “in the opinicn of the Ccngress
ihe Plogressively restrictive legislaticn against the Indian settlers of Kenya as
/mdicated Ly the Jatest action of the Kenya Government in increasing the original
poll-tax of 20 shillings which by currency manipulation, was raised to jo shillings
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and which has now been raised to 5o shillings by legislation, is calculated to
demecnstrate afresh that British imperialism means the conversion of interests
at the ccst of Indian interests, liberty and aspiration?” (b) Is it a'fact that in
Kenya a sum of £32,000 is required for the education of about 96o European
children only and /20,000 for the education of about 2,318 Indian children ?-
(c) Will the Government kindly state why Indians alone have been subjected
to the payment of poll-tax and what steps, if any, have they taken or pro-
posed to take in this matter? Is it a fact that in 1920 a deputation of East
African Indians waited upon His Excellency the Viceroy for the redress of
this wrong ? : : .

Mr. Bhore, in reply, said that answer to (a) was in the affirmative, As
regards (b) the Government had not yet received official information on this
point but understood that the position was as stated. As regards (c) the Hon,
Member -was mistaken in suppesing that indians alone had been subjected to
poll-tax. There was also a poll-tax at a higher rate on Europeans. The Govern-
ment of India had made representation regarding the system of financing
communal education in Kenya., The answer to the second part of this question
was in ihe negative, ' ‘

Supplementary enquiries by Messrs K. C. Roy and Mr. Rangaswami Iyengar

elicited that the Government of India is in correspondence with the Colonial
Office on the subject.

The Fiji Deputation’s Report.

On the 1ST FEBRUARY, replying to a ques.ion of Mr, Gayaprasad Singh
and the supplementary enquiries of Pandit Hridaynath Kunzru, Mr. Bhore
declared that the Fiji Deputation’s report was highly contentious. 1ts publi-
cation would only provoke a rejoinder from Fiji authorities as diametrically
opposed views were held on the subject and would destroy the present atmos.-
phere of helpful negotiations promising proper settlement.

Kenya Affairs.

On the 9gTH FEBRUARY, replying to Pandit Hirdayanath Kunzru, Mr.,
Bhore said that the Government of India were aware that the proposal demanding
an elected European majority in the Kenya Legislature had been mooted by
leaders of the European non’official community and the matter was receiving the
attention of the Government of India who were alive to the issue involved.

.. Replying to Pandit Hirdayanath Kun:ru's Supplementary question, Mr,
Bhore admitted that the Kenya White Paper laid down that the colony would
not get seif-government but Mr. Bhore wanted regular notice to answer the
query whether Sir B. N. Sarma had given an undertaking to publish the Fiji

Report and as to when the Fiji Government urged the non-publication of this
report.

Position of Indians in Fiji,

On the 15TH FEBRUARY, replying to Gaya Prasad Singh, Mr. J. W. Bhore
(Education Secretary) admitted that as condition precedent to the appointment
of the Indian Deputation, the Fiji overnment, in the Fiji Royal Gazette in
June 1921 had guaranteed that the position of Indians in Fiji would in all
respects be equal to that of any other class of His Majesty's subjects, It was
true that on the Fiji Advisory Executive Council there was not a single Indian, It
was equally true that restrictions had been placed on Indians in Fiji in the
matter of loitering in towns between 11 P-m. and 5 p.m., while po such res.
triction existed in the case of Europeans, Mr. Bhore said that applications
for lands by Indians were generally limited to 10 acres of agricultural lang
with 20 acres of grazing land, but if an applicant showed he had means to work
a large area, the application was seldom refused. As regards any steps on
the part of the Government of India in this direction, they were still in corres
pondence and were unable to make a statement, i

Replying to a further question of Gaya Prasad Singh, Mr, Bhore said that
representaticns 1 regard to the abolition of pell-tax in Fiji ' .

and enlarging
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municipal franchise in certain localities made by the Colonies Committee of the
Government of India and the decisions arrived at by the Colonial Office were
recorded in the correspondence on the position of Indians in Fiji which had
been published in the resolution of the Government of India No. 24 Overseas
dated the 12th January 1927. These were matters on which the elected Indian
representatives in the local council would be in a position to press the views of
the Indian community on the Colonial Government and the Government of India
did not propcse to take any further steps at present. It was understood that
restrictions were in force régarding -gun licences and purchase of arms by
Indians but the Government of India have no information as to what precisely
these restrictions were. No figures were available from which incidence of
taxation of different communities in Fiji might be compared. Indians were at
present represented by one nominated member of the Fiji Legislative Council and
under the decision recently arrived at by the Colonial Office will be temporarily
represented by three nominated members until necessary changes can be made
in the Letters Patent to enable the Indian community to return 3 elected mem-
bers to the Council, The question of their representation in municipal councils
has been referred for the consideration of the Colonial Government and would,
it is understood, be examined in the first instance by a local committee on which
the Indian community would be absolutely represented.

To a further question by the same member, Mr. Bhore replied : ¢ The Inter-
Departmental Conference held in London in 1917 published certain proposals
for 2 new assisted system of emigration ,to Fiji among other colonies for public
information and criticism. Assisted emigration to Fiji had not been opened and
no questicn of enforcing the recommendations of that conference therefore arises’”s

[
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The Council of State.

The Council of State commenced its winter session on the 3TH FEBRUARY,
in the new Council Chamber, New Delhi next to the Legislative Assembly. There
was a fair attendance of members,

Official Business.

The Secretary read a message from the last Assembly signifying its agree-
ment to the amendments made by the Council to the Indian Bar Council Bill
Thirteen Bills passed by the Central Legislature in the last session an. assented
to by the Governor-General were mentioned. These included - the Workmen’s
Compensation Act, the Cantonment Amendment Act, the Criminal Procedure

Code third amendment Act, the Indian Bar Councils Act and the Indian
Evidence Act,

Privileges Enquiry Committee’s Report.

After about forty questions had been answered, the President as chairman
presented the report of the Committee on the privileges of the House. The Com-
mittee was appointed at the instance of Mr. K. C. Roy, but he having gone to
the Assembly, Sir Henry Moncrief Smith presented the report. He added that
if the members desired to pursue the matter, then the proper course for them
Was to move resolutions for the recommendations of the Committee being given
effect to. The resolution should be subject to admission and ballot process.

The Committee consisted of Sir Mahomed Habibullah, Messrs. S. R. Da

S,
{).Crerar, Ramdas Pantuly, Sir Arthur Froom, Sir Umar Hayat Khan and Sir
Dinshaw Wacha,

Scope of the Enquiry.

The first question considered was the scope of the Committee’s deliberations
with special reference to the following two suggestions by the Hon. Mr. Ramdas
Pantulu: (1) That where a member of the Council of State has committed an
eleciion cffence, he should be treated as having committed a breach of privilege
and his case should be dealt with by the Council and not by ordinary criminal
Courts; (2) that the privileges and immunities of members of the legislature
should be incorporated in the Government of India Act when the Act is next
amended. It was decided by a majority that questions of general powers,
privileges and immunities should not be discussed but that the Committee, by its
terms of reference, was onlﬁauthoriscd to consider the question of ithe privileges
enjoyed by members of the Council as distinet from the privileges of the Council
as a body. The above two suggestions were, therefore, not considered,

Members' Allowances,

The Hon. Mr. Ramadas Pantulu suggested that members shoulg only be
permitted to draw daily allowance for 3 days’ residence before and after the
meetings of the Council instead of for 7 days as at present. The& Committea
decided unanimously to suggest to the Council to recommend to the Government
to reduce the existing period of 7 days to 3 days provided thatamajority of
non-official members of the Council are of that opiunion,

The Committee unanimously decided to suggest to the Council to recommend
to the Government that in the case of non

: -official members, a daily all
at half the daily rate admissible during a sessi y allowance

on should be paid for davs 3
in travelling to and from the place ofsitti s 1ays occupied

g : ng of the Council provi ¢
the same privilege is extended to the members provided, fa) that

; of the Assembly and (b) that the
.proposal meets with the approval of a majority of the non-offic;
the Council. ik flicial me¢mbers of

29
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Titles.

The Committee decided by a majority that there were no grounds for the
. alteration of the rule by which a member can reserve a whole compartment. The
Committee, with the exception of the Hon. Mr. Ramdas Pantulu, was unani-
mously of opinion that members of the Council ought to retain the title of “Hon’ble.
The majority were further of opinion that in any case, the Committee ought not
to make any recommendation on the subject of titles for the reason that confer-
ment of homours is a prerogatiye of the Crown which in India is delegated to

His Excellency the Viceroy and not to"the Governor-General in Council

y Allowances to Resident Members.

The Hon. Sir Arthur Froom proposed that a member who is a resident of
the place in which the Council is sitting should be entitled to receive daily
allowance. The Committee decided to suggest to the Council to recommend to
the Government that in such cases, a member should be made eligible for daily
allowance for the days on which he attends a sitting of the House or ofa
Committee of which he is a member.

Position in the Warrant of Precedence.

The Hon. Mr. Ramadas pantulu proposed that members of both houses should
be given a definite position in the warrant of precedence. The Committee
unanimously decided. to place on record that it has been brought to its notice
that owing to the absence of a place in the warrant of precedence for members
of the legislature, such members do not always receive on public official occasions
in the provinces the recognition to which their position entitles them. A majority
of the Committee were of opinion that they should not make any recommendation
for the assignment of 2 place in the warrant to members of the Council of State
as they understand that the warrant is designed to regulate precedence, solely
of officials amongst themselves. They think, however, that the attention of the
Government should be drawn to the necessity of taking steps to secure that
members of the Council should have a recogmised position at public functions of
the nature referred to. :

Exemption from Arms Act.

The Hon, Mr. Ramadas Pantulu proposed that the privilege of exemption
from the operation of the Arms Act should extend to ex-members of the Council
of State for life. The Committee decided by a majority that since the Council
on 26th February 1923 expressly negatived the lesser proposal that ex-members
should be entitled to obtain licences, they were not competent to consider this
question in the ahsence of a reference © ad hoc.”

" The Hon. Mr. Ramdas Pantulu proposed that it should be suggested to the
Council of State to recommend to the Government that the local Governments
should be forbidden to take punitive or preventive action against members of
the central legisiature who .were touring in the discharge of their public duties
without informing the Government of India. T he Committee decided to make no
recommendation,

The Committee considered the following three questions which were raised
in the debate on the Hon, Rao Sahib Dr. Rama Rag’s resolution moved on
15th February 1926 viz.,, equal representation of the Council and the Assembly
on the Standing Advisory Committee and like introduction of a larger number
of important bills in the Council with the coroliary of preference of a larger
number of bills to a Select Committee of the Council and the establishment of a
convention that voting by the Assembly of grants of the Council of State allowance
etc,, should mot be made the occasion for attacks upon the Council. The
Committee decided that these questions appointing it as it had been decided to

80 interpret that resolution.
Official Bills.
The Hon. Sir Mahomed Habibullah the introduced a Bill to amend the Provi-
dent Funds Act of 1925 extending the privileges of providing for old age to all
glasses of educational and administrative bodies,
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The Hon’ble Mr. S. R. Das introduced the Bengal Tenancy Act of 1885
Amendment Bill altering pecuniary limits in rent suits as recommended by the
Civil Justice Committee,

Lastly, Mr. Brayne introduced the Madras Salt Act Amendment Bill so as.
to fix the minimum charge that could be levied to meet the cost of preventive
establishment which had recently increased while there had been lowering of
salt duty from Rs. 2-8 per maund to Rs. 1-4 2 maund. The House then adjourned.

Prohibition of Alcoholic Liquors.

On the oTH FEBRUARY, the Hon. Ramadas Pantulu moved for the
adoption of a policy of prohibition of the use of alcoholic liquors in local
administrations under the direct control of tha Government of India. He
confined his motion to thess local administralions in order to raise.the whole
question of the policy of prohibition as otherwise he could not do S0, excise
being a transferred subject in the provinces. The 'Sovernment’s policy had
been one of regulation as opposed to. prevention or prohibition. This policy
had, however, been one of mere negation. The Hon. Mr. Ramadas traced
the excise policy from the time of Lord Crew and emphasised that Mr.
Brayne’s amendment for a policy of moderation was exactly what was
laid down in 1898, but which had failed to reduce consumption. There were
reliable statistics available to show that reductions in the consump:ion of
alcoholic liquors had not resuited in a corresponding decrease in the consu mption
of other cheap drink. Thus the popular belief that drink evil had grown was.
absolutely {ustiﬁed. Prohibition was the need of the hour in the interests of the
gpor people of India. That this was possible was his firm conviction from
s Study of what was going in the Madras Province. He need not, thererefore
allude to the experience of America. Alcohol was_next to poison and stunced:
the growth of the population both in quality and number,

Mr. Brayne’s Amendment,

Mr. Brayme moved an amendment that a policy designed to promote and
ensure moderation in the use of alccholic liquors be adopted in local administra-
tions under the direct control of the Government of Indja. This formula he said,
cpitomised the Government of India’s policy designed to check consumption by:
limiting the sale of liquor and consulting local opinion wherever possible. Pro-
hibition, on the other hand, was not moral inasmuch as it interfered with the
liberty of the subject, The State had mo right to interfere with the domestic
concerns of individuals, unless there was evidence of such serious abuse as to
gx;oyg a menace to the safety and well-being of the population. Moreover, pro-

bition would result in. illicit buying and consumption of liquor. Indeed, this

d bappened and was happening in America, In areas covered by the
resolution, there was no evidence of any great drink evil. Since 1883 there had
been a decrease of 50 per cent in' the quantity of imported liquor and corres-
ponding deerease in ‘the consumption. This policy would be pursued so that
further progress might be achieved in the reduction of consumption, This was
the enly safe and sure policy. :

The amendment of Mr. Brayne was put and carried by 21 against 14 votes,

resolution as amended was then carried, non-officials not challenging a
division,

Central Road Fund 3cheme.

Mr. Sulirawardy moved a resolution recommending that the proeeeds of
taxation on motor tramsport be earmarked in a Separate aecount for rpad
development and that a Central Road Development Fund undes the Government
of India be formed, out of which a yearly grant be made to each local Govern-
ment according to its needs and necessities for ihe development. of quicker
transport in rural areas for the benefit of the agriculturists in India. Mr,
Subrawardy pointed out that his resolution was intended to improve the socia)
and economié condition of the agriculturists. It would secure su% '

: , : cient mobilit
- of labour and would also help to equalise the prices in agricultural produce ang

cheapen imported goods, The speaker suggested that heavy import duties op
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motor vehicles are to be considerably reduced as recommended by the Taxation
Enquiry Committee. A heavy taxation might bring in a large revenue to the
Government coffers but it would act as a restraint on quicker and convenient
transport in rural areas. He gathered from their report that the present duty
was about 30 per cent. Reduction of this import duty was sure to give ample
facilities for the increase of trade in rural parts and the Government would not
have to incur any loss in matters of revenue. He, therefore, suggested that
the Government should reduce the import duty on motor vehicles to an appre-
ciable extent and should earmark the revenue derived from this source exclusively
for the development of roads and improvement of rural transport.

Sir Arthur Froom, while supporting the motion, did not agree with its
wording. He, therefore, moved an amendment for a Committee includtng
members of both Houses of the Central Legislature to examine the desirability of
developing roads and to consider the formation of a Central Road Board
for the purpose of advising in regard to and co-ordinating the policy in respect
of road development. Sir-Arthur emphasised that his amendment was not
antagonistic to the main resolution. The present position was that little or
no advantage had been taken of motor cars and motor lorries and motor
transport ; but without good roads there was no use in importing these modern
methods of transport. The proposal was a productive one, for any development
of roads would come back in tEe shape of increased agricultural rosperity.

Mr. Suhrawardy, thereupon, accepted the amendment which was carried
withoul any dissentient voice.

Official and Non-Official Bills.

Mr. P. C. D, Chari moved that instructions be issued to official members
of the Central Legislature to refrain from voting on non-official bills and resolu-
tions in the Indian legislature. He said there was no difficulty, legal or con-
stitutional, in the way of accepting the motion. The only question was whether
it was necessary or expedient. The speaker quoted elaborately from the Montagu-
Chelmsford report to show how the present practice vitiated the very object
which the framers of the constitution had in view. It should be the object of
the cfficial members to give effect to the constitution and the Government should
accede to the view expressed in the motion. The control of the Secretary of
State had been relaxed solely to give full expression to the views of non-official
members and his motion was quite in accordance with that pclicy, It was never
the intention of Parliament that the official block should be used in order to
indirectly defeat the popular view which must be given full scope under the Act,

The resolution was rejected without division,

Separation of Posis and Telegraphs,

Dr. Rama Rao moved that the Posts and Telegraph department and their
accounts be separated. He said that the Telegraph department was working
at a ccnsiderable loss and was ccnsequently a heavy drag on the Postal depart-
ment. ‘This unjust and uvnequal combination went to deprive the masses who
availed themselves of the Pcstal service in a much larger measure than telegraph
of the benefils of cheap postage. There was no economy either in the woiking
of these two departments together, for in spite of it some old superior staff still
Continued. Nor was any valid ground adduced by the Government for a com-
bined system except that telegraph charges was paid for in postage Stamps
‘and there would be difficulty in apportioning revenues in each department,
This he stated was a flimsy ground. No such difficulty existed in the case of
unified receipt S(amﬁs in which various provincial Governments had a share and
nene should exist in this case where apportionment could be more easily effected,
In the interests of the masses, he urged the separation of these two departments,

The resolution was lost without division. The Council then ad journed.

Official Bills.

On the 11'TH FEBRUARY, six official bills were placed on the order
Paper, Three of these had been introduced at its first sitting and two already
passed by the Assembly,
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On the motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Corbett, the Council agreed to the in-
troduction of the Rill amending the law relating to provision, maintenance and
control of light houses by the Government in British India.

The Hon'ble Mr. Das moved for consideration of the Bill amending the
Bengal Tenancy Act of 1885. The Council passed the Bill without discussion. |

Sir Mahomed Habibullah’s Bill amending the Provident Fund Act 1925
was taken into consideration. He emphasised that it was to afford relief to the
deserving class of public servants in educational institutions.

The Hon'’ble S, R. Das, Law Member, then moved the House for considera-
tion of the Bill amending the Limitation Act 1908, Sectich 20 and 21 as passed
by the Assembly. He said that the alterations made in the-law were the resulis

of suggestions made by the Lower Chamber to the Bill passed by the Council
last August,

On the motion of the Law Member, the Council passed the Registration
Act of 1908 Amendment Bill as passed by the Assembly.

When the Madras Salt Act Amendment Bill was taken into consideration
Mr. Ramadas Pantulu expressed his difficulty in according support to a measure
which left taxation to the Executive. It was a large order to ask the Council
to entrust the Central Board of Revenue with this power. Any cess levied would
ultimately fall on the consumer. He wanted statistical details relating to liability
before he agreed to passing the Bill. The House then adjourned

Vakils as Chief Justices.

On the 14TH FEBRUARY another batch of six non-official resluti-ns
was placed for consideration by the Council of State,

The Hon’ble Mr, V. Ramadas Pantulu moved a resolution for the amend-
ment of the Government of India Act so as to ermit the appointment of High
Court Vakils as permanent Chief Justices of High (?ourts of Judicature in India,
He pointed out that the existing disability arose from the construction of the
ambiguously worded Section 101. The difficulty really lay in the interpretation
of words in an obscure proviso to the Section, the words being “ including the
Chief Justices and excluding Additional Judges.” The matter came to a head
when Sir K. Srinivasa Iyengar was proposed to be appointed as the Chief
Justice of the Madras High Court and at that time His Majesty’s Government
was advised not to depart from the existing practice. The late Mr. Montagu
was ready to recognise that Vakils were as able as Barristers and therefore
should not be prevented from being raised to the rank of permanent Chief
ustice. Yet in the year of grace of 1927 the provision was there not only at
2h anomaly, but as a barbarous anachronism. The Law Membership of the

vernment of India was thrown open to Vakils and two appointments on the
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council were also thrown open to Vakils, Bat
while a Vakil could act as a Chief Justice, he was not allowed to bold the post
Permanently, With few notable exceptions, Barrister Chief Justices had been
“found sadly wanting in essential qualities for the post. :
The motion was withdrawn.

Transfer of Army Head-Quarters.

Sir Ebrahim Jaffer moved that orders for the transfer of Poona district
head-quarters from Poona to Secunderabad be immediately cancelled,

: 3 I s He
wished to make it clear that he had absolutely no intention of interfering with
any military strategy. As Soon as the move was mooted, citizens and public

bodies of Poona expressed their disapproval of the change,

protest had been held in an endeavour to persuade the Arm
consider their decisicn. IHe opposed this move on behalf of the
house-holders, shop-keepers and merchants who feared consid
time when trade depression was beginning
on economical grounds as well as a lar
on erection of a new bungalow ang head-

The resolution was defeated,

Many meetings of

Department tq
Poona citizens,
. erable loss at 5
to pick up. He o6pposed the transfer
8¢ sum of money would have to he Spent
quarters office at Secunderabad,
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The National Demand.

The next resolution of Kumar Sanker Roy Chaudhuri for effect being given
to the National Demand was not moved following the example of members in
the Assembly. ' :

Amendment of Income-Tax Act. A

Mr, P. €. Desikachari moved the following resolution:—* This Council -
recommends to the Governor-General in Council to introduce a Bill in the
Central Legislature to amend the Indian Income-tax Act by the introduction of
(2) a provisicn cn English lines for aliawances in respect of wives, childrem and
dependants of assessee, (b) a provision on English lines for objecticns and
appeals against assessment, (c) a provision for differentiation for® income-tax
purpcses between earned and unecarned incomes and (d).a provision for giving
effect to the recommendaticn of the Taxatiin Enquiry Committee for setting
off the lcss sustained in one year against profits earned in a subsequent year”,

Mr. Chari, in a Iong speech, referred in detail to the English practice. under
each head and quoted also the views of Dr. Paranjpye of the Tavation En-
quiry Committee cn the subject. The principles embodied in the resoluticn
were all admittedly sound and he saw no insurmountable objection to their being
incorpotated in Indian law.

Sir Maneckjee Dadabhoy, supporting the resolution, said most of the
amendments urged in the law were of the right character. His opinion was
that these must be adopted immediately but for unfortunate reascms, neither
the Council nor the Assemlly had discpssed the Taxation Committee’s report
which dealt with several guesticns concerning taxaticn, He, therefore, endorsed
the view generally expressed and in order to give it a practical touch he moved
an amendment for a committee of members of both Houses of the Central Legis-
lature to consider the desirability of amending the Income-tax Acton the lines
suggested by the mover,

Mr. Desikachari agreed to the amendment for a Committee and the resolu-
tion as amended was carried, the Government not challenging a division.

Inter-Class Accommodation in S. I. R,

Mr. Rama Rao moved for provision of imter-class accommedation in the
South Indian Railway, both metre and broad gauges, and fixing of the fare for
that class at five pies per mile, the same as that charged by the Madras and
Southern Mahratta Railway Company. The mover criticised the South Indian
Railway Acministraticn and said that the Railway Company had been defying
public opinicn in the matter of providing and improving infer-ciass accommoda-
ticn in their trains. They had even suppressed the fact of provision of inter-class
acecommodation in.up,and down Ceylcn Hoat Mails from their budget submitted
to the. Government last year. The Govermment had also made a misleading
and incorrect statement in the proceedings of the Sianding Finance Commiiee
for railways that there was no inter-classin 'S, I, R., though actually there was
inter-class provided in two trains at last, albeit experimentally. A maximum
rate of 7% pies per mile was collected from passengers. ke quoted: facts
and figures to show that the inter-class was popular mS. L R.andurged on
the Government to take immediate Steps to have inter-class accommodation
provided in all mail and passenger trains of the 5. I. Railway, both metre and
broad, gauges; and to fix the fare at five pies per mile,

The Light-Houses Bill.

On the 15TH FEBRUARY, the Council of State agreed to the motion of.
Mr. Corbett that * Thijs Council do recommend to the Legislative Assembly that
the Bill 10 consolidate and amend the law relating to the provision, maintenance
and control of light houses by the Government in British India, be referred, to. a
Joint Committee of this. Council and of the Legislative Assembly and that the
Joint Committee do consist of 12 membess.”

The Law Member then moved tbat the bill relating to forests, transit of
forest produce and duty leviable cn timber and other forest preduce be- takem
imto consideration,
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- The bill was then taken into consideration and on the motion of the Law
‘Member, after certain verbal alterations the bill as amended was passad.

Separate Province for the Andhras, '

On the 16TH FEBRUARY, four nom-official resolutions appeared on the
order paper when the Council met. Mr. Ramadas Paatuly mowved (—

“This Council recommends ta the Governor-General in Council to advise
His Majesty's Government to take such steps as may be required to constitute
the Andhra Telugu districts in%o a separate province with a full measure of
responsible Government.”

Mr. Ramadas Pantulu traced the history of this question at great length.
In particular, he referred to the conditions laid down by Mr, Crerar, Home
Secretary, when a propasition for the separation of provincas on a linguistic
basis was brought forward last year. At that time, the conditions mentioned
were that the community concerned must express themselves first in the matter,
secondly, that there must be a strons expression of public opinion and thirdly,
public opinion must in the first instance be expressed through the primary and
constitutional channel, i.e., Legislative Council. All these conditions had been
fulfilled in the case of Andhra districts. Successive conferences of the Andhras
held under distinguished persons like Sir B. N. Sarma, Raija of Panagal and
Dewan Bahadur Ramachandra Rao had expressed themselves in favour ofa
Separate province, The Andhras were politically-minded, progressive people,
There was practically unanimity of opinion among the Andhra members of the
Madras Legislative Council in favour of a separate province. The claim of the
Andhras for a separate province was recently conceded by the establishment of
a Separate university. In pleading for a Separate province, Mr. Ramadas Pantuly
said he had in his mind the constitutional future of India as a federal form of
Government. In outlining the scheme of Government for the Andhra districts,
Mr. Ramadas Pantulu said: (1) The province is to be a unit of a congeries of
self-governing Indian provinces associated for certain purposes under a respon-
sible Government of India on a truly federal and quasi-federal basis. (2) The
Governor of the province must be strictly a constitutional Governor. (3) The
provinces should have a unicameral, not a bicameral legislature entirely elected
on the basis of universal adult franchise and on a system of proportional
representation by a single transferable vote. A second chamber in a local legis-
la‘ure contemplated by Section 84-A, Government of India Ac*, is a grave danger
which is to be guarded against. (4) The Executive shyrukd be undivided and
diarchy should completely disappear. The Executive shyull be fully responsible
to the legislature. (5) The province should enjoy as complete a measure of
fiscal autonomy as is compatible with its relations to th: Central Government

and any agreed scheme of financial adjustments between the two, (6) Civil

service should be organised and recruited on a provincial basis except such all-

India services as may be agreed upon between the Provincial ani the Central
Governments. Covenanted Indian Civil Service should be abolished. - (7) The
Government of India should also be a Government respoansible to the legislature.

The defences of the country will be the exclusive province of the Central Govern-
ment,

The resolution was put and lost, 28 voting against and 11 for.

Road and Railway Bridge at Mangalore.

Dr. Rama Rac moved his resolution asking that Netravati Bridge near
Mangalore on the S, I Railway line be made available also for cart traffic
between Mangalore and neighbouring villages of Ullal, Permanoor, Kotekar etc.
He said that owing to congestion in Mangalore and consequent unhealthiness
of the town this extension was decided upon by Mr, Vibert, a former Collector
of South Kanara and the village of Ullal is now growing into a splendid
garden city through private enterprise resembling Malabar Hill of Bombay in
all respects, The Netravati river between not fordable

. R Ae langalore and Ullal is
Heopt by boats and during the floods, passage is rendered aim St ssi
He requested the Govern ’ 5 et tl‘a%ic 1211%?:(?121&

: : ment to make Some provision for ¢
railway bridge which he- said could be conveniéntly done as the bridge was
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already meant and suitably constructed for the purpose and thus give some relief
to suffering Mangaloreans. The resolution was withdrawn.

Utilising Interest on Muslims’ Desposits

Sir Ebrahim Jaffer moved that steps be taken to make available for the
improvement and expansion of Muslim education all interest accruing from
deposits in postal savings banks and Government Securities belonging to Mussal-
mans who do not, owing to religious scruples, receive interest therefrom and
that this arrangement be given immediate effect in the provinces in which
Muslim public opinion is agreeable to the scheme. The mover pointed out thata
summary of the opinions of provincial and other minor Governments as forwarded
to the Government of India on the subject showed that the majority of Muslims
consulted are in favour of the formation of a fund for the purpose he had
suggested and the majority consider that no serious religious susceptibilities of
the community will be offended. The majority of local Governmenis also did
not raise any objection in the scheme. There was a slight opposition to the
proposal on the part of a minority and for this reason he had moved in his
resolution that the scheme be put into immediate operation onmly in provinces

where there was no special opposition.
The motion was declared carried, the Government not challenging a division.

Revision of Court Fees.

On the 22ND FEBRUARY, Mr, P. C, Deiskachari moved for the appointment
of an expert committee with a non-official majority to revise the Court Fees Act
and the schedule thereto in such a manner as 1o pitch the scale of court fees as
low as possible consistently with the production of revenue just sufficient to cover
all sorts of administration of civil justice. He said that capital expenditure
should be borne by the general taxpayer while the cost of maintenance alone
would be bornme by litigants. He was not for increasing litigation but honest
litigation should not be checked. The existing schedule was very defective inas-
much as there was no scientific adjustment in rate, His purpose in asking
for an enquiry was to see that there was a more equitable and rational basis of
levying fees. He suggested levying of initial fees and then increasing the
rate so that there should be no element of taxation but only of penalty. The
resolution was lost,

Restrictions on Medical Practitioners.

Dr. U. Rama Rao moved that restricticns now imposed on registered medi-
cal practitioners who did their own dispensing in respect of such matters as
maintenance of detailed accounts for opium preparations prescribed or dispensed
by them as medicines for their patients be relaxed.

Dr. Rama Rao said that the Excise Department was rather harsh on the
medical profession when it demanded of them to maintain detailed accounts
for every little bit of o ium they prescribed and dispensed, especially when
such small doses in combination witg other drugs could not induce the drug
“habit in a patient or produce intoxication. While a licenced opium vendor
could sell one tola of opium at a time to any individua! who asked for it and
when that individual could dexterously manage to get as much opium as he
wanted provided he did not pcssess more than one tola with him at a time,
He failed to see why a medical man alone could not be trusted more than the
licensed vendor and should be harassed and treated ag if he were a suspect,

He wanted the Government to be more generous to the profession and asked

them to relax those excise rules so as to give them less worry and more freedom

of action in regard to opium prescriptions. 3 . :
Mr. Brayne, on behalf of the Government, pointed out thatit was a provin-

cial subject. The Government of India had, in pursuance of their international
obligations, given certain solemn undertakings in respect of poisonous drugs

which they could not break. ’ _
Dr. Rama Rao suggested that copies of this debate might be forwarded

to local Governments. Mr. Brayne agreed to this course. Thereupon Dr, Rama
Rao withdrew the regolution,
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Societies’ Regisiration Act AmenIment,

Mr. Khaparde next stood up to sponsor the Bill .gf: Mr., Kelkpr_to- amend
the Societies’ Registration Act in order to allow political associations to be
registered. Mr. Haig, Home Secretary, supported the Bill but suggested two
verbal amendments which were agreed to. The Bill, as amended, was then
passed without discussion. The House then adjourned.

Discussion 'On South African Agreement.

On the 23RD FEBRUARY the terms of the South African setllement were
discussed in the Council on-the motion of Sir Dinsha Wacha conveying to the
Governor-General in Council the appreciation of the Council of the results
achieved by.the Goyernment of India Delegation to the recent Round Table
Conference’ on the Indian question ani expressing the hope that the direct
relations that have now been established may eventuate in lasting amity between

»

India and South Africa by a satisfactory settlement of any questions that might
still require adjustment. -
Sir Dinsha Wacha in moving the resolution said it was the echo of the
general wish expressed by the members of this House after Sir Mahomed
Habibullah had made his statement the other day. He traced the South African
problem and pointed out how at one time the exasperation of the Tadian com-
munity had reached a climax threatening a Retaliation Bill in the Central
Legislature. Fortunately the statesmanship of the Indian rulers and the com-
monsense of the people withstood all such attempts and now they were in a
position to congratulate each other on the ‘happy settlement reached. It was
the strenuous efforts of Lord Reading which very nearly found a via media
and then in Lord Irwin they had another Viceroy who was equally patient and
strenuous in fighting the Indian cause. Circumstances also favoured, for ihe
attitude of General Hertzog had considerably changed for the better and not
only General Hertzog but also South African Statesmen understood the feeling
and sentiments of the Indian people, These circumstances were very fortunate
and created a favourable atmosphere for the Round Table Conference. Combined
with this there was the best selection of representatives from India made by
Lord Irwin’s Government. Everybody expected a favourable settlement and
this had now been achieved. The delegation from India want to \vor‘}c some-
thing after the spirit of Locarno. The spirit of Locarno was there in South
Africa and Sir Dinsha Wacha hoped that this spirit would continue so that
other points which required adjus!ment might also be achieved. _
Sir Mahomed Habibuliah, re lying, felt more .embarrassed to-day than
when he announced the settlement, because encomiums were gracefully lavished
upon him and other members of the Delegation. But for the enthusiastic
co-operation of his colleagues they would not have been able to achieve much
good. Indeed the whole delegation worked as a team and the results accomplished
were really potential of the good which was yet to come, Mr. Gandhi had
described the position as a change of attitude on the part of the Union" Govern-
ment from one of remorseless hostility to generous toleration. This cunhoted
a change of heart and when this was achieved they could confidently, hope that
the problems in South Africa would go on solving themselves in future. The
first change was effected by the marvellous work of the Paddison Deputation
and the restraint exercised by party leaders in the central legislature and the
Indian press and the public. Indeed, last year the atmosphere had reached the
boiling point when Lord Reading with his usual sagacity and statésmanshj
summoned a conference of party leaders not to bring any motion which woulgd
resuit in further embittering the relations that existed at that time betwean
India and South Africa. The advice was accepted and now they were all in a
position o see the wisdom of the course. At the same time he wished to pay
a handsome tribute to the wisdom, sagacity and statesmanship of the Ministers
in South Africa who were quite anxious 10 explore all possible mecans of Solving
a problem which for decades had agitated the public mind both here and in
South Africa. In particular Sir Mahomed referred to General Hertzog who adis-
played broad-mindedness..and Dr. Mazlan who displayed the godliness of

30

<3
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clergyman, the acute intellect of ;a journalist and the diplomacy of an adminis-
trator. He also acknowledged the large-hearted hospitality extended to the
delegation ever since their arrival in South Africa and till the moment of their
departure,

Referring to Mr. Ramadas Pantulu’s complaint that the legislature was not
consulted before ratifying the agreement, Sir Mahomed referred to the usual
practice of the Government of India which, in the case of treaties and agree-
ment’s never consulted the legislature before ratification. This was the case
in the mother of Parliament as well. Why, Dr. Malan, the Minister of the
Interior of a democratic Government himself, announced the terms in the South
African Parliament by saying that the settlement had been ratified and that
the Parliament could discuss it later ? ' Ad mitting for the sake of argument that
the legislature had a right-to be consulted before ratification, then Sir Mahomed
felt sure that the Council would have given whole-hearted support to it and
there would have been nothing like acrimonius discussion thereon. However,
he noted Mr, Ramadas Pantulu’s point that political and municipal franchise
was not conferred on Indians in South Africa. He felt sure that as feelings
between the two countries would grow and the atmosphere gained accession of
strength on the side of Indians the grant of these rights would adjust themselves
to the prevailing conditions. The settlement now arrived at might be regarded
as a prelude to the possibility of such a condition. Mr. Pantulu had remarked
that South African Indian opinion must be consulted on this settlement.

According to a Reuter’s telegram received to-day, it appeared that all shades

of opinion in the Cape Province applauded the Indian agreement (Swarajist

Benches: Hear, hear). So, there need be no misgivings on that score.
Proceeding, Sir Mahomed acknowledged the services to India of Mr. C, F,
Andrews who acted as a valuable link between the delegation and the Indian
community in South Africa. Concluding he said :—* If I may borrow a simile
our depufation was like a body of medical practitioners who were summoned
to South Africa to examine a patient whose conditions had been pronounced to
be critical and who was suffering from a chronic disease. We went there, we
examined the patient, diagonised the disease and applied a certain remedy.
While leaving the patient, we returned with the satisfaction that he had turned
the corner. That does not mean that he does not need _further nursing and
looking after. He will continue to be nursed and treated. We hope that from
day to-day he will make progress until he is himself again.
The resolution was adopted unanimously amidst general

then adjourned:

cheers. The Counkil

Agricultural indebtedness.

On the 24TH FEBRUARY, Mr. V. Ramadas Pantulu moved his resolution
recommending the adoption of measures for the reduction of agricultural indeb-
tedness in India and to establish land mortgage banks to provide the agriculturists
with long term and easy and .productive credit. Mr. Ramadas described the
position of the agriculturists as one of chronic poverty Jeading to low agriculturaj
production. There had been no organised attempt in India to consider the
question as a whole. The fact, however, was known that agricultural indebtedness
amounted to 600 crores and there was general agreement that this indebtedness
was increasing. Low economic efficiency of the ryot led to deterioration of soil and
impaired the productivity of land. Land being a national asset, the State was
bound to preserveits economic state. Moreover, it was the State which derived
most of its income from land. Mr. Ramadas quoted the views of Sir Edward
Maclagan in support of his agrument and opined that the best method of solving
the problem was to establish land mortgage banks to provide agriculturists
with long term easy and productive credit.

Continuing Mr. Ramadas Pantulu said that these banks-could not be started
without State aid. This State aid should take the form of Government institut-
ing assessment value of lands. Secondly, the interest of debentures should be

guaranteed by State till they become popular. Then the State should also
imvest in mortgage banks moneys lying in deposit wjth it at little or no interest:

Lastly, the Trust Act should be so amended as to permit of investment in banks,
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The Council divided and the resolution was carried. The Council then

adjourned till the 28th when the general budget waspresented, The Steel Pro-
tection Bill was discussed on 1 March, -

STEELAPROTECTION BI LT,

On the 1ST MARCH Sir George Rainey, in moving that the Indian Steel
Industry Protection Bill as passed by the Legislative Assembly be taken into con-
sideration, spoke for a little over one hou.r. {\fter briefly referﬁrmp: to the history
of protective movement of steel industry in this country, he pointed out that three
classes of steel in Jamshedpur required” no fresh protection and they were fish
plates, ‘sleepers and tin bar. Heavy and medium rails and galvanised sheet
required not only 124 per cent protection, but for other classes of steel revenue
duty would give inadequate protection and substantial addition to it was, there-
fore, necessary. After comparing the difference in duties as existed now and as
proposed, Sir George Rainey explained that heavy as the drop had been in the
prices of imported steel, the corst of production had come down even more
substantially, while the output of finished steel at Jamshedpur promised to be
half as large again as the output which was believed to represent the full capacity
of the works in 1924. Continuing, Sir George said that tha Tata Steel Company
was hoping now to reduce the cost of production in Jamshedpur and by April 1934
they would be able to dispense with any scheme of protection from the Govern-
ment. After explaining to the House ths method adopted by the Tariff Board
in fixing the cost of production of steel in Jamshedpur, the speaker went on to

say that the measure of protection now sought to be given was the difference
between the fair selling

et g price for Indian manufactures and the estimated price
at which imported steel entered India.

Explaining why purchasers were willing’
to pay extra to get British steel, Sir George said that British steel was. made: to
what was known as the British standard of
Engineering Association in consultation with the users and manufacturers. If
neither British nor continental steel could be used to determine the measure
of protection, it was natural to ask why the 1924 plan should not be adopted.
If it was, the price of standard steel would become unmanageably high. Apart
from this, it was impossible to fix the amount of duty unless it could first be
ascertained what proportion of his output the Indian manufacturer would sell

to the purchasers who would pay British price and what proportion to those

who would enly pay continental price. Continuing, Sir George maintained that
In view of India’s trea

ty obligations it was impracticable to impose a basic
duty on British steel and anti-dumping duties on steel imported from particulat
Countries, On the scheme to combine protective duties with bounties, the speaker
said that in proportion as protective duties achieved their object the payment of
bounties became financially impossible. On the proposal to differentiate between
expensive standard steel and cheap standard steel, he said each class supplied
a different demand and, the refore, differentiation was impossible.

After examining at length the alternative schemes brought forward before
the Assembly Sir George answered th

e criticism in respect of alleged imperial
preference in the Bill. The Government, he said, were actuated by'no motive

other than that India should benefit. After explaining the reasons why conti-
nental steel was cheaper because of certain methods adopted in the continent

for production of such steel, Sir George said that the proposed scheme was the
work of an entirely impartial body and had a strong claim to the endorsement of
the council of State.

specification laid down by the British

Mr. Ramadas’s Amendment.
Mr. V. Ramadas Pantulu then move
was open to the Governor-General in Coun
seven of the schedule were being
render ineffective the protection in
produced in India to increase such
Mr. Ramadas Pantulu s
duties and the official scheme

d his amendment laying down that it
. cil if satisfied that articles under part
imported at such a price as was likely to
tended to be afforded to similar articles
1l duty by notification as he thought fit,

ald the combined effect of the scheme of differential
Was open to grave‘“objections of a political and
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economic character. The British press and the Anglo-Indian press were gloating
over the committal of the Assembly to this principle as a good augury for the
future of British trade. Economic objections were equally serious if not more.
The scheme imposed unnecessary burden on the consumer of at least Rs. 4o lakhs
per annum computed on a cautious basis without benefit to the Indian industry.
This additional burden operated to afford a generous measure of preference to
the British manufacturers and put illegitimate protective dufies into the pocket
of the Government. The consumers of steel in places like Madras, Bombay.
Karachi and Burma were compelled® to pay higher prices for continental steel
with which the Tatas did not compete. Then there was a real danger if
inferior steel was placed on the Indian market at a high cost. His scheme was
this. Duties to be imposed were duties proposed in the official scheme for
British manufactures and called,basic duties. This duty was to be uniform on
steel coming into India from any source instead of additional duties now pro-
posed. To protect Tatas against continental competition an amount equal to
additional duty should be given by way of bounties. The amount o these
bounties wonld approximately be Rs, 25% lakhs, a fund from which could be paid
the excess of the amount realised by protection duties over ordinary revenue
duties. This. excess was estimated at Rs. 65 %4 lakhs.. The merits of this scheme
were that it would eliminate the most objectionable feature of securing British
preference. besides removing unnecessary burden from off the shoulders of the
consumers. It would not at any rate heighten it. It would also prevent the
Government deriving additional illegjfimate revenue from protective duties and
finally afford the same protection to Indian industry as the official scheme without
its drawbacks.

The House then divided and rejected Mr. Pantulu’s amendment by 32
against 11 votes, Clause two was then passed withous oppesition.

Sir Sankaran’s Amendment,

Sir Sankaran Nair then moved the insertion of a new clause after clause
two to the effect that if was shown that there was no difference in quality
between articles of British and non-British manufacture, no protective duty at
special or differential should be imposed. Sir Sankaran Nair. said that Eng-
land was anxious to exclude the Luxumberg Steel combine and prevent conti-
nenta]’ steel from competing with her. In the present state of India’s mind,

the Government should not do anything that smacked of this. bt |
Caontinuing, Sir Sankaran said that if continental steel was satisfactorily

stiown to be of the same quality as British standard steel, no differential duties
should be levied. In other words, his amendment wanted a distinction. to be
made not between British and continental steel but between standard and non-

standard steel. :
Sir Sankaran’s amendment was thrown out by 30 against 12. The House,

thereafier, passed all clauses of the bill.
Bill Passed.

My, Bantulu did not move his other two amendments as they were inter-
related: to his first one which had already been rejected by the House.

Sir George Rainey then moved that the bill as it stood be passed. Seth
Govindas, in opposing the motion on behalf of the Congress Party, said they
were not against the protection of indigenous industry, but they were strongly
opposed: to imperial preference introduced in the bill Sir George Rainey not
replying the motion was put to vote and carried without division. The House
then adjourned.

On the 3RD MARCH the Council had a brief sitting with non-official
resolutions. On the cth March, the House held: a general discussion oft the
Government of India’s Budget.

Malpe-Mangalore Line.
 Onthe »TH MARCH, Dr. U. Rama Rao moved for construction of a new
tailway line between Mangalore and the nearest British territory and that provi-
sion be made for the purpose in the Railway Budget.
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Dr. Rama Rao traced the history of agitation for railway facilities in South
and North Canara Districts and said that all proposals had been rejected by
Government under various pretexts. In view of Mangalore-Malpe line survey
‘might be extended and the gap made up. The suggested line. said the mover,
would bring happiness to people. The motion was ultimately withdrawn.

Compuisory Military Training For Students.

Mr. Ramadas Pantulu then urged the adoption of measures of provision of
compulsory ‘military training for college students in Indian Universities. Mr.
antulu condemined the educational system which was making weaklings of
youngmen., Physical education was as nccessary as inteilectual education. He
?uote‘d the Esher Committee’s Report to prove that students corps were likely to
urnish best material o which to build national army. If he was asked for a
parallel to his move in other countries he would ask the counter question whether
any other counry emasculated the nation by law as in India. _In the Madras
University they had already been moving in favour of compulsory military training.
Continuing, Mr. Ramadas condemned the excuse. that during vacations it was
not possible to look after the arms of the University Corps. He would ask
what had become of police stations and other Government offices. Although
Universities like Benares and Aligarh were demanding compulsory training.
Government were taking an indefensible attitude. He deplored the lack of
facilities for military training of Indians either in India or in England. There
was no danger either to the Empire or to the permanence of British rule in
organising a sound national militia as a second line of defence.

Mr. Desikachari’s Amendment,

Mr. Desikachari opined that the resolution did not realise the difficulties in
the way of its acceptance. If the mover’s object was provision for military drill,
and' training in armsto that effect the word“compulsory? ouglit to give way to
the words “further facilities.”

The House without division carried Mr. Ramadas Pantulu’s resolution as
amended by Mr. Chari,

Combating Tuberculosis.

Sir Ebrahim Jaffer then moved his resolution for immediate steps to be
taken to call a conference to discuss the question of a provision of tuberculosis
hospitals, sanatoria and institutions for tramng practitioners in tuberculosis
treatment throughout India. Sir Ebrahim said the Government could start
offiin.a very definite way to combat the scourgs where they know it existed.
During the past twenty years there had been a noticeable progressive imcrease
n the extenv of infection by about fifty percert over the previous figure. He
admitted that a cwertain amount of relief wor hadduring the years been under-
taken by the provincial end entral Goveinnen's, But inview of the vastness
ofithe task; previous efforts had been a bare linkering at the problem..

. The:resolution was accepted by the Government and passed by the Council
which then adjourned.

Ccentrol over Medicinal Drugs.

On the gTH MARCH, Sir Ebrahim Jaffer moved his resolution urging all pro-
vincial Governments to take immediate measures to control the craze for medicinal
drugs by legisla- tion for sta ndardization of preparation and sale of such drugs.
Sir Ebrahim quoted from discussions at the last Science Congress tliat there was
atendency among practitionersto overdose their patients with dru

is #s which meant
that an enormous amount of money was wasted on medicines. Hedid not intend in

this resolution to interfere directly with provincial control over ordinary narcotic
drugs such as opium because he realised it was

nd also that excise poli S matien conneoted with mscise
bowever, be absolutely no difficult . e should,

L y in seeing that drugs an : i
manufactured in this coun ° : % e e b

: iry. were subject to Government conmtr
the quality of preparation ‘was at least R b

) up to the standard: laid down in.
Pharmacopoeia, All round the world there was lorg trial of human miser mat::el
suffering due to indiscriminate use. of drugs ostensibly as medicines, but agtuall(y
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as narcotics and intoxicants. He, therefore, declared that the fight must be.
waged against threatened dangers to the people of this country.
An Amendment,

Sir M. Dadabhoy moved an amendment calling upon all provincial Govern-
men's to control medicinal drug traffic. The resolution as amended was carried.

Amendment of Forests Act. T

Mr. Anugraha Narain Sinha then urged the appointment “of . committee
o suggest the amendment of Fores's Act and said that, since e passing of
the measure in 1878, conditions had changed with the resuit that provisions
were now proving a hardship to the people. With a view, therefore, to so amend
the Act as to meet modern requiremen’s, he would urge acceptance of his motion.

Sir Maneckji Dadabhov moved. an amendment to refer the matter to local
Governments for opinion. The resolution as amended was agreed to.

Indian Delegation to League Assembly

Sir Phiroze Sethna, moving his resolution in favour of the appointment of
an Indian to lead India’s delegation to the Assembly of the League of Nations,
at the next and subsequent sessions, recalled his previous resolutions on the
subject. He also recalled Mr. Das’s reply last year that the Government hoped
to appoint an Indian to be the leader. The speaker who was in England at the
time when the leader was chosen from among Britishers last year wrote a
jetter to * The Times” of London and had asked whether eminent Indians like
Lord Sinha and the Right Hen’ble V. S. Srinivasa Sastri and Sir Ali Iman
were. not considered quaiified to lead the Indian deputation. Sir Mahomed Shafi
and Mr. Das had said on previous occasions that under the existing constitu-
tion, the Secretary of State was ultimately responsible for the matter. To the
allegation that the questons before the League of Nations also involved those
of international or foreign relations, Sit Phiroze Sethna replied that the Govern-
ment of India had also foreign relations to deal with and asked whether
Indians in the Government of India were not found qualified for the purpose.
To choose, not necessarily @ member of the British cabinet but always from
among the Britishers, ~ tie leader of the deputation was unwarranted and
unjustified and constituted a slur that there was no competent Indian to lead
the delegation; but the Covernment of India themselves ought to tell the
Secretary of State to choose 20 Indian like Sir Mahomed Habibullah who led
the Indian deputation to South Africa with remarkable success.

The resolution was carriel 25 voting for and 18 against it, The House
adjurned.

Official Bills.

On the 10TH MARCH, on the motion of Mr..S,.%k. Das, the Council agreed
to pass the Bill amending certain enactments and repealing certain other enact-
ments. The Bill to amend the Sea Customs Act for certain purpose having been
agreed to on the motion of Mr. Brayne, Mr. S. R. Das moved for certam verbal
amendments in the Bill for amending Indian Limitation Act as passed by the
Assembly. The amendment was agreed to without discussion and the Bill as
amended was passed unanimously.

Members’ Privileges.

Mr. V. Ramadas Pantulu then moved the following resolution: ‘This
Council recommends to the Governor-General in Council to give effect to the
following recommendations of the Committee appointed to enquire into the
privileges and status of members of the Council of State i—

(1) that members should be permitted to draw daily allowance for a period
of three days’ residence hefore and after the meeting of the Council instead of
the existing period of 7 days;

(2) that in the case of non-official members a daily allowance at half the
daily rate admissible during a session should be paid for days occupied in
travelling to and from the place of sitting of the Council provided that the
same privilege is extended {0 members of the Assembly; and
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(3) that a member who is a resi'dent of the place in which the Coupcxl l;s

sitting should be made eligible for daily allowance for the days on which he

attended a sitting of the House or of a committee of which he is a member.

Mr, Ramadas Pantulu traced the history of the question and said that the
committee had been appointed at the instance of Mr. K. C. Roy who, as a
Member of the House, had suggested taking up this question in committee
instead of Dr. Rama Rao’s motion in favour of discussing it in open House.
The Committee had already made certain recommendations which it was for the
Government now to carry into effect. ! - ’

The House :cliv%d:ady on the first clause which was rejected by fifteen against
seven. After the first clause had been rejected, the second and third as amended
by Mr. Das were carried. The Council then adjourned.

The Hindu-Muslim Problem.

On the 16TH MARCH, after a week's recess, the Council of State held an

important sitting with a non-official resolution and amendments of a contentious
character. ‘

Sir Sankaran Nair moved a resolution recommending to the Government
that the number of members of Legislative Councils in India be not increased, that
no additional powers be conferred on them expressly or by implication and
that 1o further step towards responsible Government be taken until Hindus and
Mahomedans agree to dispense with the-¢lection of members to those Councils
by separate electorates composed only of Hindus or Mahomedans. :

Sir Alexander Muddiman, speaking on behalf of the Government, pa:d;i
tribute to the remarkable manner in which Sir Sankaran Nair had moved his
resolution. He had no hesitation in saying that it was a remarkable resolution of .
a remarkable personality and not a backbencher. In th'e opinion of some, it
would ‘mean that if effect were given to Sir Sankaran Nair’s motion the Reforms
should be put off indefinitely until and unless the differences referred to were
composed. Continuing, the” Home Member said that the authors of the Montagu
Chelmsford report clearly recognised that separate representation would per-
petuate class division and stereotype the existing relations, but they were
convinced that the present system must be maintained until conditions altered
even at the price of slower progress towards the realisation of ccmmon citi-
zenship. The same was the view of the Franchise Committee, After mentioning
the names of the Councils where separate repreSentaticn was given to minorities
like Mahomedans, Christians, Anglo-Indians, Non-Brahmins and Europeans, the
Home Member referred to the evidence given by Sir Sankaran Nair before
the Southborough Committee where he was in favour of separate representation
for Non-Brahmins because he could not help giving it. Sir Sankaran’s later
evidence showed that he proposed the method of reservation of seats and not
communal electorate. He (the Home Member) knew what it was to suffer
from the tyranny of the majority. He was undergoing that tyranny for the last
three years in the Assembly. He was not surprised at the feeling of apprehen-
SIon among minority communities in a country where universal conception of
relations between majority and minority as existing in England and advanced
countries had not been fully attained. He knew the short-lived Bengal pact,
but there were also resolutions of the Muslim League which were not helpful.
The majority of the Muddiman Committee was not prepared to recommend the
substitution of reservation of seats for separ

| ‘ : ate electorates. The views of the
minority on the committee were in_direct opposition to Sir Sankaran Nair’s
resolution. The Government of India, therefore, had not and could not change

its attitude in regard to this question as the demand for separate representation
of minorities instead of diminishing had continually been on the increase. The
reforms were in some measure responsible for this position. Power had been
graually handed over to representatives of the people and the exercise of that
power had become a source of strife between the two grea’ communities in this
country. Mr, Jinnah had said that nationalism could not be created by having
mixed electorates, but Sir Sankaran Nair said that it was not possible to have
nationalism with separate electorates, As Lord Irwin said at Poona cominunal
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representation promoted division. The situation demanded a wide measure of
mutuzal toleration and until that stage was reached any substantial modifica-
tion of the existing system wounld largely depend upon the general consent of
all communities, The Government, said the Home Member, were primarily
convinced that the relations between Hindus and Mahomedans would have been
more bitter than what they were now if they had attempted to force on the
people in 1919 reforms without some form of communal representation. Of
course, so long as the British Government was in India, they would see that
the two communities did not break their heads but let the western conception
of relations between majority and minority be developed. Whatever the result
of the debate, he hoped that it would proceed in such a manner as to leave
some room for further progress on the path of reforms.

Mr. Suhrawardy's Amendment

Mr. Suhrawardy, in moving his amendment, favouring the imstitation
of separate electoratesswithout reducing the majority into a minority or even
to equality, deplored that Sir Sankaran Nair with his quarter of a century's
distinguished public life behind him should have brought forward the resolu-
tion. Mussalmans were in a minority and their educational facilities were not
many, Sir Sankaran was mistaken if he thought that muslims were opposed
to further extension of constitutional reforms. On behalf of Bengal, he would
ask Parliament to grant reforms, but he was bound to say that consistent with
their position in the country they could not agree to Sir Sankaran’s motion,
To his mind the joint electorate was the ideal end in view. (Cheers), but ia the
meanwhile mass psychology had to be changed. It might be argued that seats
might be reserved for Mussalmans. He did not call it altogether a bitter
pill, but he would say that Sir Sankaran Nair instead of telling Mussalmans to
give up what little they had should tell the Hindus to observe the spirit of the
adage “Live and let live”,

Sardar Jaidev Singh's Amendment.

Sirdar Jaidev Singh Uberoi explained that Sir Sankaran's motive was not
to retard progress towards Swarai but to apply indirect means of bringing
about the much desired upity hetween the communities. To the extent, therefore,
his resolution deserved welcome, but at the same time they should not forget
that the authorities of the Montford scheme had distinctly recognised the
necegsity for communal representation, He would say that the communal
elecforate was certainly an impediment, He, therefore, removed what he called
a media amendment favouring separate representation of important minorities,
but he was sure that joint electorates would serve the very purpose of communal
electorates. As a Sikh, he would be only too glad to find Eis community in a
jomt electorate.
The position of the Congress Party in the Central Legislature on commu-
nal representation was explained by Mr. Ramadas Pantulu. He obséerved: The
Congress stands for national unity on a footing of inter-communal harmony.
Its scheme of responsible Government is broad-based on what may comprehen-
sively be described as national as opposed {o sectional or communal ideals, We
believe that our salvation lies in clear conception and practical realisation of
a united India nation. The Congress never accepted the political heresy that
co-existence in India of communities, cultures, castes and languages is a real
impediment to the attainment of full nationhsod and freedom by the people of
his country, but we are alive to the fact that nationhood and freedom cannot

e attained without our developing a full and practical sense of justice to all
communities and ereeéds which 18 in no way inconsistent with nationalism and
which alone can safeguard the legitimate rights of minorities in any schemes of
political recomstruction of India. It is an inevitable feature at presest, This
posifion was made perfectly clear in the National Demand placed hefore the
centrai legislature in September 1924 wherein we insisted upon Government
taking steps to conmstitute a suitable agency adequately representative of all
Indian, Ewropean ant Anglo-Indian interests to frame with due regard to the

.
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interests of minorities a detailed scheme of Self-Government based on the.prip-
ciples enumerated in that demand. Representation of communities in Indlg in
just and adequate proportions in vario_us §phercs of qat:oqal life and activity
with safeguards to automatica'ly ensure in time full nationalism and complete
obliteration of communalism is but a corollary to the practical application of
these principles to the solution of the communal problem. The Congress
undoubtedly stands for securing such just representation through the medium of
Joint electorates and joint action on the part of all communities. Undoub'tedly,
all patriotic and intelligent Hindus and Maho_medans recognise the value of
Joint electorates as great unifying factors in national upbuilding. They are also
alive to disputing and disintegrating tendencies of separate electorates and
are conscious of their being serious obstacles to the attainment of Self-Gevern-
ment, There s, therefore, a desire on their part to arrive at an 1.10nourable
understanding in the matter which will be for the lasting benefit of their common
motherland. It is true that in the attempt to effect a satisfactory settlement,
Some Moslems and Hindus advocate retention of separate electorates for_ some
tme longer, bLut they confess they do so merely with a view to help to obliterate
all traces of mutual distrust which unfortunately mars the relations of the two
communities at present, They concede that separate electorates are a necessary

evil and are temporary expedients to tide over the difficulties of the present
Situation which ig hoped

to be a passing phase of our national struggle for
freedcm. This Sentiment in itself is an ample vindication of the policy and
principles of the Indian National Congress. The Congress is doing ali it can
to remove distrust and to bring the two communities together. The question
IS now engaging the serious attention of all right-thinking Hindus and Moslem
leaders and no avenue likely to lead to a settlement will be left unexplored.
The report of the Working Committee of the Congress will be presented very
soon to the A, I. C. C,

I believe that Sir

i b Sankaran Nair worded his resolution in the extreme form
he did in order to draw po;

pointed attention of the Council to the manifest danger
of communalism and he could not have expected either community to accept
1S proposal to stop all further constitutional advance even in _the. contingency
contemplated by him. The matter is essentially one for negotiation and settje-
ment between the two communities. It is, therefore, impossible for Congregsmen
to agree to any commitments in anticipation of such a settlement. While we
hold fast to our jdeals of nationalism and have an abiding faith in their ultimate
realisation, we recognise that there are no short cuts to that goal such as the
01?3 Slﬁgges!ed in the resolution. That way lies unwisdom, for we shall play

thereby into the hands of vested interests whose one aim is to delay progress
and perpetuate their domination,

. There is also another reason for our inability to support the resolution,
Sir Sankaran Najr overlooked an important consideration in seeking to apply
1S deterrent remedy to the whole of India. In many provinces -the Hindu-

oslem problem does not exist for all practical purposes. If Simultaneous ‘and
uniform progress is not practicable or attainable in all provinces in India owing
to anwnluna% disharmony in some provinces, that is no conceivable reason for
coving further advance to provinces in which Hindus and Mahomedans are
able to co-operate in putting their shoulders to the wheel of progress. Such
PTrovinces may perhaps serve as object lessons and demonstrate to other pro-

vinces the benefits of mutual trust and communal harmony as leading to speedier
Progress,

Mr, Suhr

. awardy’s amendment which seeks to instal separate communal
electorates a5

the basic and fundamental principle of the Indian constitution is
undoubtedly a most retrograde proposal. I beg of the advocate§ of separate
tlectorates, be they Hindus or Moslems—there are such advocates n both the
Communitieg—to pause and give a calm thought to the implications of their
demand, [ the aim of my Hon’ble friend who moved the amendment is to
Secure the return of strong Moslem representatives through separate electorates,
'S it not likely that Hindus who are in a majority in many provinces will also
Clurn aggressively communal Hindus to the elected bodies? How will this

30(a)
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process help the Moslem minorities to secure their rights? If representatives .
of both communities come through the same electorates, arc there not more
changes for larger manifestation of good feeling and co-operation among them ?
Again, my Hon'ble friend speaks of effective representaticn. May I know how
a minority can ever be effectively represented even on 2 communal basis in a
province like Madras where the Moslems form about 7 per cent of the popula-
tion? Ifthey are given 15 per cent of the elected scats, can they have effective
representation ? How can 15 Moslems enforce their views against 85 non-
moslems? No minority can become effective unless it is converted into a
majority or an equality. It is through the compelling forces of nationalism and
patriotism that the good sense of the majority is developed mot to override the
rights of minorities. It is this conviction that led Indian, Christian and Parsi
communities to favour all along joint electorates. ; vl

If, however, extraneous safeguards are desired for preventing majorities
from treading upon the corns: of minorities, then we shall have to resort to one
or two expedients. We must- either invest the executive with large residuary
powers of interference to protect minorities or secure statutory safeguards by
enacting suitable provisions in the fundamental laws of the constitution against
infringement by majority communities of religious and social rights of minorities.
My Moslem brethren will not stand to gain anything by vesting in the executive
large residuary powers. 1If the executive Government functions as a responsible
Government, it must necessarily yield to the popular will which is synonymous
with the will of the Non-Moslem majority and will be impotent to protect the
interests of Moslem minorities. If the exegntive on the other hand. continues
to be irresponsible to the legislatures, neither the Moslems nor the Hindus will
ever get self-government. The alternative which is the proper course, therefore,
for all minorities is to ask for enacting safeguards in fundamental laws of the
constitulion. This was already recognised and expressly provided for in the
National Demand in which representatives of all parties in the central legislature
have joined. Let us not, therefore, commit political suicide by perpetuating
commumal electorates. Notwithstanding most extreme forms imaginable in
which the honourable movers cf the original resolution and the amendment
clothed ‘their respective proposals, I trust that this debate will not add to the
existing tension but will on the other hand, serve as as opportunity for frank
and free discussion of a vital problem with a view to ifs satisfactory solution.
1 hope at all events that it will bring home to the minds of the people the truth
that if India is privileged to have even a distant vision of the promised land,
it should see with both its tyes, and if India is to breathe the air of freedom
eventually it should also do so with both its lungs, the Hindu and Moslem
communities.

Sir Sankaran Nair’s Reply to the Debate.

Mr. G. S. Khaparde having reserved his amendment limiting communal
representation to the terms of the Lucknow pact, Sir Sankaran Nair replied to
the debate. He said his idea of the word minority had been much misunder-
stood. Mahomedans in Bengal were mot a minority commupity. Similarly
Madras Non-Brahmins were in a majority and still all these claimed communal
representation. Was it being contested, asked Sir Sankaran Nair, that even
if there should be only five persons of a particular community in any omne
province, as for instance Sikhs in Madras, they should have a separate elec-
torate? Continuing he instanced the case of Europeans who, though returned
to the Council in smalil numbers, stated their case well and briefly and trusted
to the common sense of the house. If the decision was perverse, they looked to
the executive Government to override the council’s decision in their favour,
That ought to be, in his opinion. 1Le attitude of the minority communities.

Resolution Withdrawn.
~_All amendments having been lost without division, Sir Sankaran Nair
withd rew the resolution.
‘ Constitution of Advisory Committees.
Mr. Ramadas Pantulu then moved for modification of rules relating to
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- conslitution of departmental advisory committees to provide for election of all of
- their members instead of electing panels from which members were selected at
present. The mover said that self-respect demanded that all members. for
these committees should be elected.
The resolution was rejected, the mover not challenging a division.
Presidentship of the Council.

On the 21ST MARCH Sir Sankaran Nair moved his resolution favouring
the amendment of the Government of India Act so as to provide for the Governor-

cneral being the President of the Council and said he desired fo restore the old
Practice obtaining in the Imperial Legislative Council. The President, he said,
ought to be impartial and a paid permanent Government Officer could not be
above suspicion in the present transition stage. Moreover, it was not a civilian
that should preside over the destinies of the House, but one who was nurtured in
traditions of democracy. He thought a parliamentarian was better likely than a
civilian to relay and favourably interpret the rules and regulations. From his

own experience in the past, he would say the Viceroy as President of the House
was a living reality,

Continuing, Sir Sankaran N

: air said that, when the Viceroy could not find
time, a member of the Executive C

ouncil could preside.
Mr. Desikachari’s Amendment,

. Mr. P. C. Desikachari moved an amendment providing for the appointment
of an elected non-official member as President of the House. The object of the

overnment of India Act being to vest more power in elected representatives of
the people, it was but fair - that they should be given opportunities of guiding the
Proceedings of the House, ~

The amendment was lost without a divison.

Ir. Ramadas’'s Amendment.

,. Mr. Ramadas Pantulu moved another amendment for the election of the
President by the Council of State from among the elected members subject to
the Governor-General's approval, He declared that bicameral system of legis-
lature in the Central Government in India had come to stay and the reform
Wwould certainly go to improve the upper chamber. If the Assembly was eutrusted

with the task of electing its own Prosident, there was nothing against this
Ouse being entrusted with the same right.

€ amendment, on being put to division, was rejected by 32 votes against 1o,
r.- Pantulu,

speaking on Sir Sankaran’s resolution, opposed the algpoin‘ts
ment of the Governor-General to the Presidentship of the Council of State. He said

It would undesirable for the Governor-General to preside over the House not
(t):rlxgl 051 account of the personal difficulties of His Excellency but also because it
€d to

g0 against the progressive nature of the constitution.

Sir Sankaran Nair, replying, said that if an executive official should, preside
over the deliberations of the House, it was much better to have the Viceroy for
© Purpose. The motion was rejected.

Warrant of Precedence,

... Lala Ramsarandas then moved a resolution
assignment of a s

ouncil of State, A

favouring steps to secure
uitable place in the Warrant of Precedence to. Members of the

; ssembly and Provincial Councils, Sir Umar Hayat Khan and
IaJOT_J.'%I{bar Khan supported the motion, the later with some reservation.

Sir Arthur Froom moved an amendment restricting the scope of the motion
only to members of the Council of State. Mr. Chari supported the amendment
Which was accepted by Lala Ramsarandas. The motion as amended was agreed to.

Debate on Currency Bill. -
On t

h he 24TH MARCH the Currency bill was taken up for consideration in
¢.Council on the motion of Mr, Brayne. '
aff I. Brayne said that the amendments made

°Ct the main principles of the bill, which had been
MeRt in prices had taken place more on the side

in_another place did not
widely discussed, Adjust-
of ‘18, 6d. ratic than on the
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side of 15, 4d. The charge that the Government had effected manipulation in
order to maintain exchange at 1s. 6d. was unfair and unfounded. If 1s, 6d.
ratio was adopted, then it would mean definite remission of provincial contribu-
tions. Otherwise, there would be additional taxaticn or no remission. Reversicn
to 1s. 4d. ratio combined with reduction of salt duty would mean deficit of
about Rs. 5 crores in 1927 28, and larger deficits in futore years. The effect
of this action on the credit of India and on her powers to borrow would be
appalling. He, therefore, asked the House to look at cne picture which was one
of continuing ang abiding prosperity and another which was cne of gloom and
disappointment. M

Sir Maneckjee Dadabhoy, Member of the Currency Commission, “was the
first to speak on the motion. He warmly protested against the attacks made by
irresponsible membe:s in the Assembly on the members of the Commission who
were not there to defend themselves. As for himself, he did not resent the
accusations. But it was his duty to defend Sir Henry Strakoch whe had been
described as having muddled the  currency in South Africa and also muddled
the currency in India. It was regreltable that Sir Purushottamdas Thakurdas,
himself a member, had not the gallantry enough to protest against this charge,
especially when Sir Purushotiamdas had, in his own speech, showered encomiums
on both the Right Hon'ble Hilton Young and Sir Henry Strakcch. His attitude
was of great significance at the same time. He repudiated Sir Purushottamdas’s
charge that 1s. 6d. ratio was a broad day loct, This charge meant that the
Commission had made up its mind for 1s. 6d, which was not the case. If any
one on the Commission, had made up his mind on the ratio, it was Sir Purushot-
tamdas Thakurdas whom the Government should not have selected for that
reascn. For had not that member made himself responsible fcr the two bills
asking the Government to fix the ratio at 1s. 4d.? The selection of Sir Purushot-
tamdas was not fair to the Government or to Sir Purushottamdas himself.

Amendment to Ratio Clause,

On Sir Arthur Froom’s suggesticn the question was put and the bill was
taken into consideration. '

Seth Govindas, moving his amendment favouring 1s. 4d. averred that India
was not bound down by the Commission’s recommendaticns, for the Commissicn
itself was prejudiced in favour of foreign capitalists and the Government « fficials,
As agriculturist and businessman himself, he claimed to know the real interests
of the agricultural population. He did not suktscribe to the propcsiticn that the
ratio was less important than gold standard or gold currency. He contended
that prices bad by no means ccme down as alleged. The Indian agricultuiiss
consumed only 7 per cent of the imports. They would certainly lcse by 1s. 6d.
ratio. The Government’s action was like rcbbing Indian Peter to pay English
Paul and that Sir Basil was Iike Nero fiddling when Reme was burning. Was the
Council going to vote for a ratio which would result in the shutting down of mills
and other industrial concerns and result in lcck-outs and lakour disturbances?

~ The Council divided on Seth Govindas’s amendment for 15, 4d, ratio and
rejected it by 31 against 10 votes, The House then adjourned.

. On the 25TH MARCH the Council re-assembled to discuss the amendments
in respect of clauses other than clause four of the Currency Bill, '

Seth Govindas and Mr. P. C. Desikachari respectively moved their amend-
ments recommending the institution of an independent gold mchur in India.
Seth Govindas averred that the policy adopted since 1809 was imculcating more
suspicions in popular mind that the Gcvernment instead of giving India a gold
cu;'éencygnd]goid cclnn according to her desire were taking away all available
gold to England when India wanted gold. She was forced to a teken cu
which she did not like, K i
L Mr. Dcs:fka(]:gan hrnade 1?1 pahssionate appeal in support of his amendment

minting of gold mohurs, e challeged any member to deny that t
a derﬁ)ar;d for gold coins. ¢ it
oth the.amendments of Seth Govindas and Mr, Desik i wer
5 ] \.ElCll H e
by 27 against 1o votes, G dfzfeated
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Lala Ramasaradas’ amendment opposing demonetisation of sovereign was
ruled out of order and Mr. K. S. Roy Chowdhry unsuccessfuly moved two amend-
ments on purchase of gold at Currency Office. _

All clauses of the Bill having been passed, Mr. Brayne moved the third
reading of the Bill. ‘ BiLdy g

The Bill was passed without division, Swarajists and few others crying * No.

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank Bills.

On the motion of Mr. Brayne, the Council agreed to the Assembly’s re-
commendation to refer the gold standard and Reserve Bank and Imperial Bank
Bills to a joint Committee of both the Houses consisting of 28 members.

Finance Bill Passed.

On the 26TH MARCH the Finance Bill which was passed by the Assembly
was discussed in the Council. :

Mr. Brayne pointed out that the Assembly's reduction of salt duty to
AS. 10 meant a little over 3 crores of loss in the revenue and corresponding
eﬁ'ects. on the Government programme of remission of provincial contributions.

Sir Omar Hayat Khan moving the restoration of the salt tax to Re. 1/4
characterised the agitation for the reduction of the duty as a bogus war cry and
also criticised the late Mr, Gokhale in this connection.

The House divided and carried Sir Omar Hayat Khan's amendment by
28 against g.

Reduction of Postal Rates.

Seth Covindas then moved his amendment for the reduction of postal rates
making post eards available at quarter of an anna. He said the loss would be.
only 86 lakhs and hoped the Government would manage to face the loss of this
small sum.

The amendment was rejected by 26 against 14 votes.

Amendment on Super-Tav.

. Lala Ramsarandas moved an amendment to the super-tax schedule of the
Finance Bill reducing the company super-tax to one anna per rupee in excess
of the total of Rs. 50,000 of the totalincome and seeking to absolve the joint-
Hindu family income of the first Rs. 25,000 over the excess. The amendment
dealt with all forms of super-tax, The mover said that monied people rendered
loyal service to the Government during war time. Appealing to the Finance
Mem er to agree to the amendment he urged that the income ought to be
determined by actual amount of savings.

The amendment was rejected without a division.
ause of the Finance Bill having been separately passed, Mr. Brayne
moved that the Bill as amended be passed.

. . After the Finance Member’s reply the Finance Bill was passed without
division. The only change made to the Bill was that the Salt Tax was| restored
to Rs. {/4 mound, The House then adjourned to the 29th March when after
transactions of purely formal business, the Council adjourned * Sine die”.

b ]
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The Legislative Assembly.

Budget Cuts in 1925_.26,

On the 3RD FEBRUARY 1927 the following statement was laid on,the table
of the Assembly bySir Basil Blackett, in reply to Mr. Doraiswami Iyengar’s enquiry
regarding the action taken by the Government on the token of censure cuts m,aﬁe
in budget demands by the Assembly during the years 1924, 1925 and 1926. The
Statement runs: In the budget for 1924-25 there was only one token cut, that of
Rs. 100 un "er the demand for forest. The poinis brought up in the discussion
related to: (a) the delay in the decision® about the training of Indian Forest
Service probationers at the Forest Research institute and College, Dechra Dun
and (b) the rate of Indianisation in the Indian Forest Service. The training of
Indian Forest Service probationer commenced at the Forest College, Dehra Dun
from November 1926. As regards Indianisation, out of 19 vacancies filled by
direct recruitment during 1925 and 1927, 9 were filled by Indians, 2 by Burmans
and 7 by Europeans, while of the 7 vacancies which are anticipated in 1927
and 1928 henceforward recruitment of Indians and Europeans will be in propor-
tion of 75 to 25.

In the budget for 1925-26 there were token cuts of Rs. 100 each under
the demands for (a) taxes on income; (b) salt and (c) opium. As regards
(a) the guestion of amending devolution rule 15 was discussed at the conference
of financial representatives in November last in the light of recommendations
of the Taxation Committee, It is now under the consideration of the Govern-
ment. As regards the cut under (b) the question of making India self-supporting
in the matter of salt raised by Mr. Venkatapathiraju in moving the token cut
has been under consideration but no final decision has yet been reached. As
regards the cut under (c) reference is invited to the press communique dated
12th June 1926 announcing gradtal abolition of the export trade in opium in the
course of ten years as well as to the resolution of the Finance Department
{Central Revenues) dated 17th June regarding the consumption of opium in
India. The internal policy of the Government of India in regard to opium has
not undergone any modification. The resolution quoted simply reaffirmed the
policy previously ‘in existence. Their external policy had been under considera-
tion independently for some time and the decision mentioned was a dlrect
consequence of their international obligations,

On the railway budget, there had been the following token cuts :—(1) One
of Rs. 1,000 on a motion by Mr. Joshi in 1926-27; to call attention to the neces-
sity of reducing third class railway fares. The Government have actually
effected reductions on many railways...(2). One of Rs. 100 on a motion by
Sardar V. N. Mutalik in 1925-26 and one of Rs. Ioo in the same year, on a
motion by Mr. M. K. Acharya and one of Rs. 1,000 by Mr. Joshi in 1928.26 and
one of Rs, 100 on a_similar motion by Mr, Ghaznafar Al Khan’s amendment,
Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh and Mr. Schamnad Sahib Bahadur in 1926-27 to draw

attention to Indianisation either of the Railway Board or the railway services,
The Government have accepted and so have railway companies the recommen.
dations of the Lee Commission in this respect. (3) One of Rs. 1,000 in 1926-27
On a motion by Mr. M, K. Acharya to draw attention to alleged failure to
redress the grievances of railway subordinate employees, The grievances alleged
are not admitted and no Special action has been taken,
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Bills Certified in 1924.26.

On the 15TH FEBRUARY in the Assembly Mr. Graham replying to the
question of Diwan Chamanlal regarding the number of Bills certified by the
Governor-General during 1924-26, said: These are two, namely, the Indian
Finance Act 1924 and the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Supplementary
Act 1925. The Indian Finance Act 1924, was presented to the Parliament on
I9th May 1924, two months after certification of the date of presentation, The
Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Supplementary) Act 1925 was not com-
municated to the Government of India but presentation presumably took place
after approximately the same interval from certification as in the case of
the Finance Act 1924. Certification took place in the case of the Indian
Finance Act on 19th March 1024 and in the case of the Bengal Criminal
Law Amendment (Supplementary) Act 1925 on 24th March 1925. As the
Governor-General made the direction referred to in proviso to sub-section (2)
of section 67-B, in case of both these acts, the assent of His Majesty was not
required. The various sections of the Indian Finance Act 1924 became opera-
tive on the date appointed in each section. The Bengal Criminal Law Amend-
ment (Supplementary) Act 1925 became operative on the date of the Governor.

eneral’s direction under proviso to sub-section (2) of section 67-B of the Govern.
ment of India Act, namely 30th March 1923

Mr. Rangaswami Iyengar: Has there been any bill which has Leen reserved
for the assent of His Majesty before becoming law ?

Mr, Graham : Princes Protection Act only.
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The Legislative Assembly
 OPENING DAY—19TH JANUARY 1927,

‘The Third Legislative Assembly under the reformed constitution met;
at eleven in the morning on the 19th January in the Council House, New
Dolhi, Tt was a fairly full house with over 100 members attending. Mr.
Ratnaswami, ex-President of the Madras Legislative Council, was in the
chair. The business on this day wes conficed to only swearing in of
members, 3

After the oath-taking ceremony was over,
motion of Sir Basil Blackett to elect members
the Standing Finance Committes and on a similar motion by Sir Charles
Innes to elect members not exceeding eleven to the Standing Finance

Committes for railways. Finally, the House agreed to olect eight members
for the Public Accounts Committes,

Next day, the 20TH JANUARY, the House re-assembled to elack
Mr. Patol to the chair. There was a cheerful atmosphere about the House
as all sections were unanimous in favour of Mr. Patel’s election. After con-

gratulatory 8poeches from both the official and non-official benches His
Excellency the v :

b _ iceroy’s approval was announced. Mr, Patel then took the
ohair amidst acclamation from all-sides of the House.

the Assembly agreed on the
not exceeding fourteen to

Mr. 8. C. Mitra’s Detention Denounced,

_On the 2187 JANUARY the House met in an atmosphere of some
excitement when the j

: motion of adjournment of Pandit Motilal to raise the
question of My, 8, (. Mitra, a detenue, was discussed. This was hald in
order by the President and as no objection was taken, leave was granted

and discussion took place immediately after the conolusion of the normal
usiness of the Hoyge,

Pandit Motilal N h
the motion dig not rel:.tg u’,co

prisoners or the repeal or t
they were detg

LY

in moving the adjournment of the House, said
the larger question of release. of political
he amendment of the so-called law under which

ber of ¢l ined, but it related only to the detention of an elected mem-
. ke House constituting g very serious encroachment on tha privileges
2‘? g e House ang the rights n
1C

ot only of the member but of the constituency
him, In explaining the facts of the case, tha
B3 din ¢ arresting and detaining Mr. Mitra under the
s axgc}ltlve wag gulltg of a double wrong, a wrong to the
by the Governgy 0;03138%1;01 18 constituancy. The latter wrong was attempted
issuing & notifisgtign thg:ato be redressed in a bureaucratic manner by

vacant. The o onstituenny Particular seat in the Bengal Council had hecome
not allow hipg to

! Unanimougly elected
Pandit Temarked thgt in

attend ¢ .B'elegted Mr. Mitra but the Government did
election came, M. W’lié?-ahlatdutles' In course of time when the absibie]
opposed. Hg receive stood fqp

: the Assembly and he was returned un-
s ; :
* Simmong from

a1 the Governor-General to attend the
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Agssembly and hear his inaugural address on the 24th, Thereupon he
applied to his custodiang to give him the opportunity of accepting the very
generous invitation extended to him. But that was refused. So the Viceroy
had duly invited Mr. Mitra but there were others who prevented him from
coming here. Of course, Pandit Motilal anticipated the Home Member
would stand up and show his fist (Sir Alexander Muddiman: Nothing of
the kind) and say that Mr. Mitra was detained under the existing law of
the land and by competent authority. But Mr. Mitra, argued Pandit
Motilal, had not been tried, convicted and sentenced by any court and there-
fore he has every right to attend to his duties as a member of this"House.
By preventing Mr, Mitra from coming here, the Government were imposing
a disqualification which did pot exist under the law. If a similar case had
arisen in England, then what would have happened ¢ Pandit Motilal showed
by quoting authorities that no member of Parliament could be imprisoned
or restrained except for a criminal offence. A member could not be arrested
for a period of forty days before or after the meeting of the Parliament
and any member who was in custody at the time of election was liberated
in virtue of his privilege unless he was undergoing imprisonment for an
indictable offence. That was the common law in England and for any
breach of privilege conferred on members of Parliament, the persons who
were instrumental for the commission of the breach would be answarable.
. 8o if what happened in the case of Mr. Mitra had happened in England,
the Governor of Bengal would have found himself in a very uncomfortable
position at the Bar of the House of Commons, But India was not England
and thiz Assembly was not the Parliament. The Pandit believed that there
was no analogy between the House of Commons and the Assembly. But
if it had even the pretence of what it was alleged to be, then he maintained
that it was the inherent right of every member of a representative institu-
tion to be present at its meetings and to represent his constituency. That
right was inseparable from the nature of the institution. True, the privileges
of the House of Commons had been built up by long conventions,

As regards the privileges of the House there could be either long
established conventions or certain privileges sanctioned by statute and it was
up to this Assembly to lay the foundation to-day that it was the inherent
right of every institution that its members should be protected. In the
present instance, the right was fully recognised because the summons of the
Governor-General were sent to him. Under section 11 of the Act under
which Mr. Mitra was in detention, it was clear that he was not treated as
a criminal. That being so it was not & case of criminal character. The
Viceroy, in opening the Council House, had read the King’s message which
expressed the hope that this House would prove to be one in which wisdom
and justice might find a dwelling place. Pandit Motilal put it to the Treasury
benches and non-official European colleagues whether they would declars to
the world the impotence of protecting themselves and the homour of this
House. The best judges were the electorates who had already given the
verdict. This House should not neglect its primary duty and trample under
foot that verdict which was the very foundation of their right to be here,

Sig Alexander MUDDIMAN congratulated Pandit Motilal for the
manner io which he had dealt with the case and instead of showing him
fight, he would cordially meet his argument as the Pandit got eminently
reasonable on points.of constitutional law, however defective in other matters,
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The Pandit had done 5 great serviece by raising this qu.estlon'.rh If thtez;e
Was a privilege, then only the question of breach would arise. The DT
was examined by a sub-committee of the Muddiman (.)ommﬂ_:tﬁe cogsmang
of Sir T. B. Sapru, Sir Mahomed Shafi, Sir Henry Monerief-Smit e
Jinnah and they laid down to what extent privileges existed. 'atre vﬁ:
no doubt that the privilege claimed by 'Pandit Motilal did not exist. )
went further and said that although there was no analogy between '(;
Assembly and the House of Commons (Congress benches : Hear, el eveneld
such a_case had arisen in the House of Commons it would nof have sl !
a breach of the privileges of the Commons as the question of 316 Dli;)t:f‘?ﬁn
Of person and property was of vital importance. He declared emphatically
hat if this House had the same_privileges as the Houso of Commons, 1o
reach of privileges would arise. As for the constituency of Mr. Mxtt;'ra.
there might have been some force in the argament if it ha,d been the ques 108
of detention of g member after election. The constituency of Mr. M.wraf
* Was given a change by the Bengal Government to elect another representative ;

ut by re-electing him, his constituency sacrificed their interests for the sake
of their sentimentg,

Motion Carried.

After a few more speeches, the division bell SWARIUNE a.nc_l the adj01¥f;
ment motion consuring the Glovernment was carried by 64 against 46.

announcement was greeted with applause by the nou-official benches. The
House then adjourned,

Viceroy's Inaugural Address.

The next meeting of the Assembly was held on the 24TH JANUARY
when H, B, the Viceroy’s inaugural address in opening the Assembly was

xcellency, particularly the pghtmal portion of_ it
ith a rapt attention. In the course of his speech referring
i y said ;:— ¥

‘* As regards external affairs, there is only one matter to which it is necessary for
me to refer, Ag Hon'ble members are aware, the situation in China has been the subject
of grave anxiety, Attacks have recently been made on lives and property in the various
treaty Ports of the lnercantile communities which inclade many Indians as well as
British Bubjects, Certain settlements have already been evacuated under pressure and
the property of the residents extensively plundered. Other and even more important
oy s eimilarly thregganeq sud His Majesty's Government have reluctantly decided
that it is their duty to senqd reinforcements to China to protect the lives of “those for whoss
eafety they_are responsible, aving regard to the fact that India is the nearest part
of the Empire in Which forces gre available for immediate despatch, the G_overnment,:\oi
Ind]a: 2870 Agreed to CO-Operate in thig purely defensive action by contributing & contin-
gent including Indian troops,

liti 8 -
“ Public opini -abolition of Blavery

has been taken o 1o C2OUBhONE the world hag lately witnessed the enlightened action that

rng to0 an eng the condition of slavery previously existing in Nepal,
L |

The Hon ble membery will have welcomed more recent gxamples of the same humane
movement Provided by the actio

measuores takep onl ]

; D of the Khan of Kalat within his territory and l;g :gz
i itoriss ai ", 20Nth by the Government to stamp out slavery in some
g;gg:&gnfg“;g“ﬁ? Situated close to the Burmese frontier, 3. few months ago, I t}ad the
myself evidence of theg Another of India’s frontiers on the north-west and of seeing for
ed (4] Tl 3 o . . (|
“T trust thag the ouditions which there prevail,
years in W&ziristan

bolicy whicy my Government hag been pursuing for the last four
will Continue tq
the adjacent parts ¢

i , independent tribes and to
I British India, PIOve of benefit both to the indep



THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY (NEW DELHI

Indian Deputation To Bouth Arica

« When I addressed the Indian legislature on the 17th August last, 1 stated that the
Union Government bad agreed tu hold a conference at Cape Town with representatives of
the Government of India in the hope of reaching a satisfactory settlement on the Indian
problem in Bouth Afriea, The Delegation appointed by ay Government and generally
accepted by Indian opinion as representative gailed for South Africa on the 24th November
and on arrival, received a most cordial welcome from both the Government and the people
of the Union, The Conference was opened by the Prime Minister of the Union on Decem-
ber 17th and closed on January 13th, As Hon, Members haveseen from telegrams that
have appeared in the press, a provisional agreement has been arrived at between the
delegations of the Indian and the Union Governments which will require ratification by
the respective Government, Hon, Members will share the satisfaction of my Government
that Sir Mahomed Habibullah and his colleagues, again happily assisted by the devoted
and unselfish iabonrs of Mr Andrews, shonld have succeeded in reaching an understanding
which as we may hope, will lead to a settlement of this longstanding problem, Those who
recall the difficulty that this guestion presented a few months ago will feel that the new
aspect which it bas assumed reflects high credit on those who have represented the two
conntries in these discussions, Our delegation have already left South Africa and are due
to arrive in Delhi on February 6th, Pending their return and the receipt of their report,
1 am not in a position to make any announcement regarding the provisional settlement
that has been reached. It is intended to publish the result of the work of the Conference
gimultanecusly in both countries and in regard to the date of such publication, we are
bound to consult the wishes of the Union Government, My Government will not fail to
give the Chamber of the Indian Legislature an opportunity of discussing the matter at

the earliest possible opportunity.

et

The Royal Indian Marine

%  now turn to the announcement made by my predecessor on the 9th February 1926
in the Council of State conveying the decision of His Majesty’s Government to reconstitute
the Royal Indian Marine as a combatant force, thus enabling ludia to enter upon the first
stage of her naval development and ultimately to undertake her own naval defence, Lord
Rending pointed ont that much constructive work had to be done before the Royal Indian
Navy conld be inaugurated. Iam glad tobe able to say that considerable progress has
aiready been recorded. The Bombay dockyard bas been busily engaged in the equipment
of the depot ship and only one sloop remain to be acquired in order to complete the initial
strength in ships, Details of recruitment, organigation and finance have been worked cut
and the most important of the proposals of my Government under these heads are already
in the hands of the Secretary of State, The neceseary legislation in Parliament will be
carried through, I hope, early this year, My Government will then be in a position to
introduce legisiation to provide for the discipline of the new force and when that legigla-
tion is passed, the Royal Indian Navy will come into existence. |

8ir 8, Hoare’s Arrival

¢ A recent event of ontstanding interest has been the arrival in India of the Secreiary
of Btate for Air in the first of the great air liners sent ont to this country by the Imperial
Airways Company. 1n sofaras India is concerned, this development of aviation marks
the introduction into the country of & new form of civil transport. India is & country of
vast distances, but aviation annihilates distance, As it has hitherto been reckoned, the
increaged speed of air transport, conpled with the facilities which it offers for surmounting
geographical obstacles, will be & potent factor in shortening the communication of India
with other countries and also in linking up her own wide-spread provinces, thus drawing
them more clogely together as members of a single nation.

Buoginess Before The House

« Ap the House knows, there are several financial and commercial matter with which
we are at present concerned, After & gories of balanced budgets, the Government of India
may justly claim to bave reached & strong financial position with their credit firmly
established both within and outside India, While securing this result for which India
owes & real debt of gratitude to the Hon, the Finance Member, Sir Basil Blackett, the
Government have been able to abolish the cotton excise duty, to reduce the salt tax and
to extinguish a considerable proportion of the provincial contributions, During the
present session in addition to the annual Finance Bill, legislative measures will be laid
befqre you to give effect to the principal recommendations of the Currency Commisgion.
A Bill will also be placed before you based on the recommendations of the Tariff Bosrd a#
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regards protection to the steel industry, The declared object of our protective policy is
that ultimately the protected industries should be able to stand alome and face world
competition unaided and it is by this criterion that the success or failure of the policy will
be judged. The remarkable progress madeat Jamshedpur since 1924 affords reasonable
grounds for the hope that before many years have passed, steel will be made as cheaply in
India a8 in any country in the world and that the need for protection will disappear,
But it is necessary, if capital is to be attracted to the industry, that manufacturers should
be assured for a reagonably long period of the continuance of the basic duties applicable to
!mports from all countries, The Board, however, are, I think, right in forecasting that
ufter seven years the time will have come to review the position afresh and ascertain in
the light of the circumstances then existing whether or not the industry deserves protection,
he Textile Enquiry Committee iz, I understand, about to submit its report and my
Government will seek to arrive at a prompt decision on the issues involved, -

The Daty of the Governor-General

“I turn now to topicsof a more general character which must necessarily occupy
& prominent place in all our thoughts, This Assembly is of particalar importance
Inasmuch ag within its life-time must be undertaken the statutory enquiry prescribed by
the Government of India Act, This fact is my excuse, if such be needed, for speaking
frankly on gome aspects of the general situation, But, before doingso, I desire to make
Iy own position and that of any Governor-General plain, Aslong as the final control of
Indian policy is constitutionally vested in the Secretary of State on behalf of Parliament,
1618 the duty of the Governor. General, while he holds his office, to guide his conduet in
conformity with the general policy approved by the imperial Government, Just as in
arliament, however, Indian affairs are with foreign policy rightly held to he outside
ordinary party controversies, 50 a (fovernor-General as such has no concern with British
Party politics, Tt is his duty with his Government to seek faithfully to represent to the
%“;Penal Government what he conceives to be Indian’s interests and he must count on the
: l: g of the legislature to enable him to do this fairly, On the other hand, it is possible
fr:m EF may be able to help India by telling those who represent her in her Councils
2 ]’,B own knowledge of the manner in which and the angle from which the judgment
Opin?l' 1ament is likely to be formed. 1 do not ignore the fact that there is & section of
b tqn in Indig which reject the right of Parliament to be the arbiter of the fashion or
ackn;m? of Ind1a‘§ political development, I can understand that opinion, I ecan
reconc‘?lpdga the gincerity of some of those who hold it; but I can devise no means of
AL ing such a position with the undoubted facts of the sitaation, But there is
TH fl‘ section of opinion which, while hesitating to prefer so fundamental an objec-
effect ‘:h“ﬂy Tight of Parlisment to be the Judge of these matters, would yetsay in -
e 3 at 1t was indefensible for Parliament to exercise its judgment in any sense but
Power Elgifnﬁmg.to India forthwith a wide, if not a complete, extension of responsible
e istinction between these two lines of criticism is narrow, for Parliament would
delivers an];?g? if its title were held to depend for sanction upon the judgment thas it
challengin itt '8 searcely possible to impugn its right to delivera free verdict withoug
that the pr%bt: title to sit in judgment on the case, 1 bave not infrequently been told
in regarq ¢o thm 18 psychological and that many, if not mostly, of our present difficelties
convinee In di;tpace and manner of advances would disappear if it was onoe possible to
India Pﬂpoﬁsiblhat the British people were sincere in their professed intention of giving
convistion to ¢ "overnment, [ is difficult to know in what way one may hope to CATTY
Whether what ghuarte.ra which remain unconvinced, I have already stated my belief that
Or Condempeq be Ig_nt.isb people has sought and is seeking to do in India will be approved
oPen to Ingiq thy 18tory, their own inherited qualities left them no alternative but to
have led ang gpe Fo02 i which they had themselves been pioneers and’ along which they
the suceegs O?fig%mng the peoples wherever the British flag is flown, Moreover, in
berest anq ¢he cre Attempt to lead a friendly India towards gelf-government, the self-
to contemplate witehdw of Great Britain before the world are alike engaged and forbit has
Proclaimeq, Ever %qp":nimzty the failure to achieve a purpose which has been so publicly
chige ang, there ory titish party in a succession of Parhaments elected on the widest fran-
Pledged itgelf ¢, the, “ePresenting, in the widest possible manner, the British people, has
y Irgislation and ?hterm,s of the 1927 declaration, They have implemented those terms
CuaAnges into the ;tus given practical proof of sincerity by introducing wide far-reaching
: ru_cl:turg Of the Indian Government, From those undertakings, ng
qﬂﬂlltieg, they Cannot,‘ | withdraw aud although the British race may lack many excellens
whole history denigs, afford to yemgin unmoved by chargep of bad faith which their
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Detention of Prisoners without Trial .

“ But it is said the alleged sincerity of Parliament receives practical contradiction, on
the one hand, by arbitary executive acts sach as the deiention of certain men without trial
in Bengal, on the other, by the-reluctance of Parliament to give a firm time-table for the
completion of its loudly professed purpose of making India herself responsible within the
Empire for her own Govt, The first question concerns the exercise of that executive rés-
ponsibility which must rest upon any administration, however constituted, and though I
am well aware of its political reactions, it is a qaestion which must be dealt with on its
merits and has no direct .relation with the general question-of comstitutional advance,
For constitutional forms may vary widely, but the maintenance of law and order is the
inalienable duty of all those on whom falls the task of Government and, indeed, the
n ade is solely due to the fact that the Government” has
had good reason to believe that those now detained have rejected the way of con-
gtitntional agitation for that of violent conspiracy and that to puta term to their
dangerous activitics was essential, I share with all hopourable members the desire
to see an end t0 the necessity for the continvance ef these measure, but the guiding
principle in this matter must and can only be the interest of thé public safety,
Nor is the matter one that rests wholly or mainly in the hands of the Government,
Before release can be sanctioned, the Goyvernment must be satisfied either that the
conspiracy has been so far suppressed that those set &b liberty, even if they so
desired, wonld be unable fo revive it in a dangerous form or if the organisation for
conspiracy still exists, that those releated would no longer wish to employ their
freedom to Tesnme their dangerous activities, The Government have always made it
glear and I repeat it to-day that their sole object in keeping any man under restraint is to
prevent terrorist outrages and that they are prepares] to release them the moment they
are satisfied that their release would not defeat this object. :

“ Parliament will not be Coerced,

¢ The other main ground for challenging the sincerity of Parliament is based, as I
have gaid, on the general method of approach that Parliament has adopted towards the
problem of Indian constitutional development and, as regards this, I wish to speak more
fully. Those who are anxious to sce constitutional advance must either coerce Parliament
or convince it, I cannot emphasise too strongly that in this matter they are not likeiy
to succeed in coercing Parliament and that Parliament will resent any attempt to do so
under whatever shape the attempt is made. Moreover, it must inevitably be gravely
disguieted by language which appears to be inspired by hostility not only to legitimate

British interests but also to the British conmection, Nor is this feeling on the part of

Parliament the mere gelfish desire to rétain power that is is sometimes represented to be,
Parliament believes, and in my judgment rightly, that as it has been placed by history in
& position to gnide and assist India, it would be definitely defaunlting on these obligations
if it reduced its charge before it was satisfied that it conld be eafely entrusted to other
hands. Parliament therefore, will be rather inclined to examine the practical success or
otherwigse that has attended the atftempt it has made to solve the problem, It will be
quite ready to believe that there are featuzes in the present line of arrangements which
can be improved, and it will "be ready to improve them. What it will not understand
is the line of argument which says that, because the present foundations for future res-

‘Pongible Government are alleged to be at fault, this is necessarily to be remedied by

immediately asking those foundations to bear the entire weight of the whole edifice we
desire to build, When Parliament invites India to co-operate in the working of the
reformed constitution, it does not invite any Indian party, as it wae euthoritatively stated
the other day, to lay mside for the time being its demand for Swaraj. 1t does not
desire that any party or individual showld forego the freest and fullest right of
eriticism and constitutional opposition fto any action that the Government may
take, But it does invite Indian political parties to show whether or not the ultimate
structure which Parliament is secking to erect is one suitable to Indian conditions
and Indian needs, If it sees any large section of Indian opinion, however vocal in
its desire to further the cause of Indian gelf-Government, steadily adhering to the deter-
mination fo do nothing but obstruct the machinéry with which India has been
entrused, Parliament is more likely to pee in this evidence that the application of
weslern copstitutional practice to India may be mistaken than proof of the wisdem of
immediate gurrender to India of all its own regponsibility, It is, therefore, a matter of
satisfaction that a coneiderable part of the political thought of India has not allowed
itself to be dissuaded by criticism of opposition from endeavouring to work the new
ponstitution with a constructive purpose, Those who so guide their action are, in my
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judgment, proving themselves the true friends of Indian constitutional development.
Parliament 18 likely to judge these matters as a plain question of practical efficiency, It
Will be less interested in the exach legal and constitutional rights granted by the
reforms to the Indian legislatures than in the extent to which these legislatures have
realised their Tesponsibilities and duties. Tt will be quite willing to recognise and make
allowance for the limitations placed upon legislatures by the existing constitution. But

it will be genuinely puzzled and disappointed if it finds that a pood part of ten years
has been wasted 1m a refusal

to play the game becanse some of the players did not like
the rules, Propaganda in favour of altering the rules in the early stages of the game will
bave little effoct on the mind of Parliament,

But, on the other hand, it will certainly be
influenced if it finds the Indian legislatures exercising their regponsibilities, albeit
limited, in g 8pirit of service to India and tacitly assuming always that thir real responsi-
bility is greater than that which is expresged in any statute, for Parliament has-spent

hundred of years in perfecting its own constitution, and knows very well that it hag
only grown into what it is to-day by the steady use and extendion of the power, at firg
limited but by custom an

d precedent constantly expanding. There wasa time in Canada
wlen the religious differences between Protestants and Roman Oatholics were supposed
%o constitute an absolute bar to full gself-Government ; but, after a few years owing to
thE_ good senge of the Canadian legislature, the very real powers of the British Parliament
to intervene were silently allowed first to fall into desuetude. and then to disappear,

arliament knows too that it is by this means that everyone of the Dominions has nbtained
full responsible s2lf-Government, finally leading, as we have geen at the last Imperial
onference, to a wide

revision of the letter of constitutional ralations previously ‘Prevailing
bween the several Governments of the Empire,

An Appeal for Co-operation,

“ That then ia the position if we concede, as T ask we may,

Peoples’ gincerity of burpose, Wa are in agreement on the fundamental matter of the end
We desire to reach. Thera

may be and i disagreement over the ways and means of

Teaching it : put it i surely a strange distortion of perspective, if we allow our conduect
to be unduly influenced by differences on issues which are after all only ineidental to
the main jggne on which we are agreed, Here, as in other human affairs evolutionary
Progress can b realised in two different ways between which we have constantly to maka
our choice, Rither we can search out points of agrecment in the final purpose which
1D8pire thought ang action, or rejecting these peaceful counsels, we can follow the way
of conflict where agreement is forgotton, where disagreements are exaggerated and where
e fair flowerg of mutual understanding and trust are overgrown by tangled weeds' of

8uspicion gng Tegentment. In many directions and throughout many centuries, the world
has made trial of the last and

to British and Indian

, in sore disappointment at the regults, is coming painfully
0 learn that the way of friendship may be at once the more noble and the more powerfal
matr‘r:ment of progress,

it have thought it right tn say so much, beeanse I am deeply impressed with the
gog:‘fy of the situation and with the necessity that lies upon nsall of facing facts, 1 am
Opec}t;:: It at much that I have said may evoke criticism and excite opnogition, bt T
4t 1 mgq '@ i ing it 1 . i the iti
Suﬂcpptibi]itipsy 2ave succeeded in saying it in words that will not wound the Jlegitimate

ifigg 8 of any, If in thig respect, 1 have anywhere gone astray and employed
b 2uge whigh hag falsified my hopes, T wonld here express my geruine regret, Bat,

elieving gq I do that what T have said is true, T should think myself to have been

ii;liiqg in my duty if T had been deterred from telling this Assembly frankly what [
2 that it might sound nnpleasantly npon their

to the truth from the fear ;
than ¢ tter to be hlamed for saying unpleasant things if they are true in time
Y I think it is essential that [ndia

€ condemned for saying them too late, (
of Poy; early appreciate some of the factors which will be powerful to influence the mind
matteral?ment' have sought, so far as my own experience and knowledpe on thege
in ty 23 of any worth to place India in possession of them and I earnestly hope that,

€ fime which Y ;
COurge 5

will elapse before the statutory enquiry, events may follow such a
0uBly o yoy CODVID
¥ t0 worj togeth

e both India and Great Britain that it is possible for themr harmoni..

er for the consummation of their common hopes,”
Srl'niv;;}; Iday, the 256TH JANUARY, on {‘h@: House Te ‘aﬁ.semhﬁnﬁ: Mr,
ed an adjournment wotion, to raise the quéstion of
he Ppog: of InQia sending troops to thna.- This was at first ruled
Pmﬁideu{; < Sident as in order, hut before ad_murmn_pr the sitting for lunch, tha
®ad the overnor-General's messsge disallowing tho motion on
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the ground that it could not be moved without detriment to public interests.
The President added that as a result of disallowance by the Governor-
General no discussion on the motion would take place.

Introduction of Official Bills.

Sir Basil Blackett introduced two Bills, one amending the Negotiable
Instruments Act to provide that r -~tiable instruments including cheques and
Bills of exchange which ars exprussed on the face of them as drawn to
bearer shall not in any circumstances lose their character as bearer instru-
ments on account of their having been endorsed ; the second amending the
Securities Act to limit the liability of Government in respect of discharged
loans and prevent recourse to the Indian Succession Act 1925 to evade the
safeguards attached by the Securities Act to the issue of duplicate notes,

The Home Member next introduced three Bills, one amending section 115
of the Civil Procedure Code giving effect to the recommendations of the
Civil Justice Committee’s report on the subject with some modifications and "
the second amending the Limitation Act on the lines of the Bill which was
passed by the Council of State and was before the 1st. session of the last
Asse’mb]y. The Bill as now introduced narrows certain objections raised
in the last Assembly., The third Bill is for amending the Registration
Act removing doubts created by the Privy Council with reference to con-
tracts for sale of land where earnest money is "paid.

Sir Basil Blackett then introduced his three Currency Bills.

Sir Charles Innes then moved the two Steel Bills which were allowed to

be introduced.

Discussion on Reserve Bank Bil];

Sir Basil BLACKETT was cheered as he rose to move the circulation of
the Bill to establish a gold currency and to constitute a reserve bank., This
Bill he said gave effect to 8 comprehensive scheme of currency proposed by
the Hilton-Young Commission and it was right that it should be placed
before the public for criticism. « The preparation of the Bill was difficult and
he paid a tribute to the Finance Department, Mr. Darking, Controller of
Currency and Mr, Wright of the Legislative Deapartment,

The Finance Member also announced that after consultation with various
quarters of the House, the Government had decided that effective discussion
of the Exchange Ratio Bill should not take place till the budget was presented,
He h0ped that the currency controversy would be over and would not cloud
their vision when the Bill he was proposing to cireulate came up for discussion.
The Bill was comprehensive and put proposals for a gold bullion standard
and a reserve bank together as the two were mutually inter-dependent.

Sir Basil Blackett then explained the currency proposals. He emphasized
that the silver rupee would now become the unit of account and gold the
standard of value. India to-day was taking a material step forward. India
was going further and adopting a gold bullion standard which measured the
inter-convertibility of a legal tender and gold. In fact, India would stand
oxactly where the Ubpited Kingdom stood under its Gold Standard Act of
1925 gubject to special arrangements in regard to the rates at which gold was
to be given. He assured the House that India would be joining the ranks of
the countries with an absolute gold standard. Those who wanted a gold
currency must also support the Bill as it provided an indispensable stage for
moving to that goal. It was impossible to tie their successors by fixing the
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date on which gold currency would bs introduced. Moreover, the fixing of

the date would only retard the date rather than hasten it. He anticipated .

that in 10 to 15 years gold ecurrency might be adopted. The very first
difficulty now wsa= L existence of the excess of a large coined silver. For a
gold curreney they would require sufficient gold assets ; but to-day the poten-
tial gold assets in reserve were not enmough. No less than 50 crores %erae
locked up in silver rupees. In the paper Currency Reserve, 100 crores of
gilver rupee were in reserve. He held that their reserve was sufficient to
maintain stability of exchange at the present de faclo rate if they were willing
to use their reserve, For the purpose of the gold bullion . stendard, they
must strengthen the gold position of their reserve. They could not ignere the
existence of a large surplus of rupees either in their reserve or in hoards, for
when rupees came out of hoards they went into reserve leaving effective
rupees in circulation very much the same. '

_ As for the new notes, he emphasised that they must get rid of the
obligation to get silver rupee which obligation caused the breakdown of the
pre-war gold currency system during the war. Notes in India would, as
in England, mean the equivalent of the face value with the rupee ensured

by au.tomat;ic provisions of the currency law and the working of the onrrency
machinery and of the reserve bank.

Sir Basil Blackett finally touched on the broader aspect of the issue. He
‘opined that not only his proposal would ensure a higher standard of life
but also lead to the consolidation of national unity, He quoted the instance
\of.the United States of America whose unit was efficiently brought into
@xistence by the genius of Sir Alexander Hamilton devoting attention to the
currency and banking system which led to the constitution of a Fedaral

eserve Bank. In fact I regard the Reserve Bank Bill as liberalism in

t

wit,lg the spirit of the declaration of 1917 and will add enormously to
‘the importance and influence of India’s position in the financial councils of

the world when the Reserve Bank of India takes its place side by side

wwh_ other sister institutions of the world.” Sir Basil Blackett, whila
:’gmlttmg the difficulties and trials of floating a new institution, emphasised

ab there was po other option, for the Imperial Bank must be kept to
. eontinue the great commereial and banking services it was rendering to tha
Country, H_e could not too strongly lay stress on the potential value of tha
two strong institutions functioning side by side, one by continuing with
(S)Iv‘zaterl freedom to expand its business facilities and the cther taking
hel' gl Government business in matters essontially of 8 banking _cha}'acbar.
brdad :rcrga_tary of Stz}te had agreed to promote parhq.menm‘ry leg]s]aHQB. to
ted that 'b:: Powers in London to the Reserve Bank in India. He anticipa-
friend ang o .0 India would come to treat the Rererve Bank as_their
greater Hquigfmn?ellor which would, by discount facﬂ.idtiosj, give tha banks
their Pronoa;t]y 1n respect qf their assets t:hnn wasd alailable at presents In
ancceeded ip do?ncoTpensatlng the Imperial Bavk, the Government had
of the taxpaye & &ven-handed justice all round, safeguarding the interests

time dimharginr e;‘;“_fiug bhat it did not damage other banks and at tha same
-~ into existence gn q i‘ﬁ‘:egponsibility to the Imperial Bank which they brought

P xtonsion of whose bauking fscilities wes of decy

lance that has ever been offered to India and it is a fitting measura
0 take the first step in this new Council Houss. It is in accordance
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concern to the Government. He concluded : * This is the greatest measure
of financial liberalism and as such I recommend it $o the publie,”

Sir Purshottamdas THAKURDAS declared that Sir Basil Blackett had
taken the opportunity of traversing even the ground not covered by the Bill,
The speaker wanted a categorical answer to the question whether the
Government accepted the unanimous recommendation of the Currency Com-
mission that when India had an adequate gold reserve, the Assembly could,
on demand, have a gold currency. The speaker had his apprehension in the

- matter of the introduction of & pure and upalloyed reserve bank in India of
the typs in Western countries. This was building from the top. Canada
which had four thousand banking branches was still thinking of a Central
Bank. * The Finance Member had not told them of the number of banking

branches in India. The Imperial Bank alone had branches running into
three figures ; it had 164 branches. The question really was what was to be
done to develop banking in India and the starting of a Reserve bank would
bardly meet the question. There were in India only 26 respectable banks of
standing, out of which 21 were non-Indian banks and only five Indian banks.
His support of a Reserve Bank was due to his anxiety to do whatever he counld
to take out the present control of Indian currency from the hands of White-
hall and transfer it to the Government of Indig, however imperfect and res-
ponsive at times the latter was (Congress benches: unresponsive at all
times”). He would rather wish that the Reserve Bank need not necessarily
be different from the Imperial Bank of India. He did not want a pure and

unalloyed Reserve Bank which the U. 8. A, wanted with its 35,000
banking branches and which Canads did not have even with 4,000 branches
and which might not, therefore, be at all suitable to India.

Fivally, Sir Purshottamdas strongly protested against the Government’s
decision to defer conmsideration of the Exzchange Ratio Bill till after the
Budget, This strengthened the suspicion that the Government did not want
the Bill to be discussed on its merits and that the Assembly would be deprived
of discussing the Bill impartially, The Assembly should have been given an
opportunity of discussing the Bill at the earliest opportunity. The Finance
Member would now present the House again with a fait accompli by framing
the budget on 1s. 6d. and declaring that it could not be changed to 1s. 4d.
basis as the Finance Bill must be passed by the 31st March. Sir Purshot-
tamdas warned that the longer the delay in the imperial consideration
of the question the more would the Finance Member handicap those holding
contrary views. '

Mr, G. D, BIRLA thought the Bill was caleulated neither to give a gold
standard nor a gold currency to India. In order to have a gold currency
India must bave's gold standard, The difference between the selling and
buying rate was eight annasin India, whereas in England it was half anna
per tola. That iteeif would show that it was not possible to establish a gold
stendard as proposed in the Bill, Under the scheme proposed in the Bill
India could not for even 40 years have ‘a gold currency. As regards the
postponement of the eonsideration of the ratio he weloomed iv, if for
MO other reason than ut least to see that an expert like Sir Bagil Blackett
did pot commit mistales which were committed by Sir Malcolm
Hailey. Mr. Biria said there was no guarantee that the Reserve Bank would
be domiuated by partioular groups of financisrs, When the time came'



26 JAR, ‘27) STEEL PROTECTION BILL 251

they could consider how best to provide for proper representation and control
of banking. He also urged that more banks should be entersd in the
schedule attached to the Bill, ?

Mr. Shunmukam CHETTI, Chief Whip of the Congress party, said
his party had not been oconsulted by the Finance Member who had declared
that the majority view in the House was that discussion on the ratio question
might be postponed till after the budget. Regarding currency he emphasised
that there must he a statutory obligation on the Government or the Reserve
Baok to build up its gold resource within a certain fixed time in order to
enable the introduction of a gold currency soon after that. Without such g
provision, there would be no currency at all. He could nof, therefore, ander-
stand how such a provision would retard the realisation of the object they had
in view, namely the eventual establishment of a gold ourrency. Proceeding,
Mr. Chettiar asked whether it was not a fact that during the last one year
there had been a steady fall in the gold prices in the world. (Sir Basil denied
it and quoted figures). Mr. Chetti quoted some other statisties and
maintained his point of view. It was well-known that the Finance Member,
over since he came to India, had baen singing that internal prices had besn
maintained and went on deflating the currency in order to keep up bis pet
theory and thereby dislocating prices. Concluding, Mr. Chetti emphasised
the necessity of providing ample safeguards in regard to the position
and location of the Reserve which he affirmed should not be in foreign
countries ; for that would only be exposing their reserve te gerious risks in
times of national erisis and reducing the already slender resourees of India.

.., Aiter several members had spoken the motion for circulation of the
Bill was agreed to unanimously and the House then adjourned.

Steel Protection Bill,

The Legislative Assembly ri-assembed on the 26TH JANUARY with
& brief agenda, chief among them being the discussion of the Stesl Bill on

)

the Commerce Member’s motion for its reference to a select committee.
This raiged s lively debate on the principles of the Bill with particular

reference to the proposals for imperial preference advocatad by the Tariff
Bodard ang embodied in the Bill.

- Sir Charles INNES moved reference of the Bteel Bill to a Select Committes
Onsisting of 8jr Bhupendranath Mitra, Mr, M, R, Jayakar, Lala Lajpat Rai, Mr, M, A,
) Mquivi Mahomed Yakub, Mr, G, Sarvothama Rao, Sir Walter Wilson, Mr oM,
Ratnaawam, Mr, N. M, Joshi and Sir Charles Innes, ‘ ;
.At the outset, the Commerce Member reviewed the history of protection granted to
tlfle mdu_stry during the last three years and said although there were certain disudval}tagea
:ba:httahmdustry being in the hands of a single firm, there was this advantage, namely
gmntede ‘esnlts achieved compared favourably with the price paid, The protection
burden oo tlt;he industry was not ungenerous but at the same time there was np small
had beoy uecrmsumera. He did not wish to imply that the burden on the consumer
nduly heavy apg this fact was proved by the ease with which the barden
Hiotaiss faike Sfurthel: testified by the increase in the consumption of steel. The
e thirty per cent during the last three years. Sir Charles Innes,
$150 \}}mluly Oppressiye f;prcma this increase, emphasised that the policy of protectign was
ut @ £ ' 3 .
the vamethf”;f t"g:?r the C‘:-her gide of the case, that was the Stesl Company, ! Are we getting
contended that, ghy an&oacy and was ogur policy becoming effective ! Sir Charles Innes
now before the Houseer &\o thess questions lay in the Tariff Board's rcp_ort al}d the bill
ent an i that in itsels Wi X © Protection proposed was less than that which existed at pre-
very Satisfactory feature. In this connection, it would ba
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pertinent to learn that the English works were undergoing a process of reconstruction
and there were only two of the firms which made profits in England, Compared to this,
the position of the Tatas in India was bright. Indeed, after the last three years, the
Taias had emerged a stronger, better and healthier company. Added to this, the Tatas
were about to try the new and difficult duplex process which was an American invention
and had not yet been introduced even in the United Kingdom. He could not say any-
thing definitely regarding the finances of the Tata Company. 1t was a delicate matter,
but he was not letting out any secret in mentioning that the Company was in very much
stronger position to-day when compared to what it wasin October 1924 and as & result
of the Tariff Board’s report, its position should be stronger still. On its technical side,
great. repources had been made, with the resuit that the works’ cost had been reduced to
gomewhat near 100 rupees per ton and here the Commerce Member congratulated Mr,
Alexander, the General Manager at Jamshedpur Works for the progress raade in steel
manufactore and said that the one thing which animated Mr, Alexander was his desire
to make the steel company independent of extraneons help from Government and capable
.of meeting competition entirely unaided.

Based on all these figures and factors, the Tariff Board had given its considered
opinion that their policy of diseriminating protection had been justified and successful,
The Assembly was not now discussing the question of principle or policy. This was
approved in passing the Act of 1924 when they guaranteed protective rates only for three
years. He agreed that the Assembly was quite entitled to go back upon the policy of its
predecessor, Protection might bea good or had thing, buf the Assembly wonld agree
that once having embarked on a policy of protection, it would do no good to dieplay
vacillation and it was hetter to let the policy of protection to continue as long as it was felt
necessary in the interests of Indian produce, 5

Proceeding, 8ir Charles Innes complimented the Tariff Board on its extremely able,
businesslike report. It was an impartial report based on an impartial study of
facts. The Board had made a careful estimate of the fair selling price and equaliy
careful estimate of the prices at which steel was likely tosell in future, He was fold that
estimates of this kind wero not of value, but he contented that they were an essential
feature of the policy of protection, When the Bteel Act was being discussed in the
Assembly in 1924, nothing impreseed him more than the fact that members insisted that
whatever measure of protection was given must be with due regard to the well-being of
the community as & whole and, indeed, it was due to this insistence that the preamble
of the Bill was altered to that effect, Whatever was done must now be done after care-
fully adinsting the interests of the consumer and the producer, The House must not in
any way be prepared to countenance on the part of any industry the claim that because
protection was once given it should be given in the same form and to the same extent. Con-
ditiona varied according to the circumstances of the steel industry, The object of protec-
tjon being that it muet belp the industry eventually to maintain iteelf without the help
of protection, it was mnecessary to find to what period and in what form protection must
be granted, The Tariff Board had recommended decrease in protection but recommended
continnance of it for seven years, These were based on the Company's scheme of
jmprevement and the consequent increase in outpvt as also the future course of selling
prices of foreign steel, The ontput of the Tatas was expected ab the end of seven years

“ to be 600,000 tons, Henoo it was advisable to extend protection to seven years when it
was hoped that the company would be able to dispense with protection and stand unaided,
In arriving a¢ this recommendations the Tariff Board bad to take info acconnt several
factors including the economies in overhead charges and the increase in ontput aca
result of extensions and improvement, Of course, they should mnet expect the consumer
to pay for miscalenlations of the Bteel Company, but the Tariff Board's report would
810w that overhead charges wonld be reduced from Rs, 58 per ton to Rs. 39 per tom.

Procesding the Commerce Member referred to import figures and pointed onf that
there were difficnlties in estimating the average price at which steel was likely to be
imported for over a period of seven years, The situation was complicated by certain
factors like the imports from both the United Kingdom and the continent, the different
quality and the gap in prices, The Tariff Board coneidered the prices at which British
steel was likely to come, As regarded the former, there was mo difilculty because the
prices were stabilised at the prices of the first four months of 1926 whereas as
regarded continental stee! there were so many factors which were likely to come iutc
plsy for instability. Therefore, the Tariff Board had observed that it would be unsafe to
frame 8 geale of rates on the assumption that any level of prices which they might now
sdopt wonld continue without a substantial change throughont the period of proteption,
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Procceding, the Commerce Member explained in great detail the system of differential
rates suggested and the need for such a differentiation, . While referring to galvanised
sheets Bir Charles congratulated Bengal and particalarly Mr, Neogy for having been able
to see the duty on spelter taken off and the duty on galvanised sheets reduced from Rs, 45
to Rs, 30. British steel was more reliable in quality and accuracy of rolling strength
It was used when a high factor of safety was required by engineering firms for fabrica-
tion, but continental steel and inferior steel, by the very nature of its prices, tended to
displace British steel, Hence the problem, But the Tariff Board, after the examination
of all possible factors had recommended the system of differential duties. It was difficalt
to discriminate between standard steel and non-standard steel and the Board had recom-
mended a basic and an additional daty. Britigh steel was particnlarly synonymous with
standard eteel and continental steel with non-standard steel, On account of India’s
pogition in the British Empire, they could discriminate in favour of British steel without
infringing the most favoured nation’s agreements. If on the other hand, the price of
continental steel changed, the Government was given the right to alter according to the
needs of protection, The problem was logked at by the Tariff Board from an economic
point of view and from no other consideration. The only objection to the proposal was
that it involved provision of machinery to ensure that consignments of British steel were
covered by certificates that steel was actually made in the United Kingdom but it was
not impossible to frame simple and satisfactory rules, Ths Government accepted the re-
commendations of the Tariff Board as a whole, :

Concluding, the Commerce Member emphasised that he had no desire to rush the Bill,
but the House should by agreeing to refer the motion to a Select Committee, accept the
principle of further protection, The Government was quite prepared to discuss the
details calmly in the Select Committee and he felt sure that the Assembly had .geen that
the echeme proposed by the Board was the best in the circumstances,

Mr. B. DAS said that the Tariff Board had, by proposing imperial preference, tried
to kill the very goose (Assembly) that laid the golden egg (Tariff Board). He declared :
“I will rather gee the industry go down and down than agree to the humiliation of
imperial preference, Not until we become equal members in this Empire will we agrea
to this policy in any form,” He blamed exchange manipulation for the uncertainties - of

import Prices of steel, He blamed the Railway Board for persisting in buying their
Bteel requirements abroad, ;

Pandit MALAVIYA gratefully acknowledged Bir Charles Innes's share in giving pro-
tection, The Steel Bill introduced a very important principle of imperial preferemce. ¢ Ig
the House Prepared to accept this principle ! It was not suggested that continental
Bteel was too bad, He accepted the plea that British steel was stronger ; but why force the
consumer to buy English steel instead of cheaper continentalsteelf The House would not
accept the policy of preference and the Select Committee should be inséructed to keep
this in view in altering the Bill, The system of uniform duties supplemented by bounties
Was not entirely condemnable. The Select Committee sbould comsider an alternative

method of protegtion, It seemed to him that probably the postponement of consideration
might be ngafy],

the Pai“di_t MOTILAL asked whether by voting for the motion they would be accepting
Prineiple merely of continuance of protection or also of imperial preference and

El;e]g};?:is;tg‘;gg:i be open to the Select Commiitee to delete the elause proposing preference

Sir Charles Innes repliec - i inci
8 replied that the House would be accepting only the principle of
need for further protection, (Hear, hear.)
Sir

the Tatq ggrshottamdas THAKURDAS said his only parpose to-day was as Director of
tion. T I:cﬂ? 0y to congratulate the Government to- the scheme of continuing protec-
it might be, .o Btarted three years ago had not been a failure that it was apprehended
for protection ?i‘pmd his tribate to Sir Charles Innes and said seven years hence, if need
House he woy)q \’ Do exist and Sir Charles Innes was in the visitors’ gallery of the
Tariff Board haq the proudest man for having given India a basic indostry. The
at the problem t’romp;Oduced & splendid report whieh undertook sciantific etudy and looked
tical aspect of qucgtif’““’ly e.uomic point of view, “Isay, let us preserve this poli
committees ang ar’;‘ﬂ b0 the Government of India and to this Houss and let nog
Select Commitiee WOl:lB{ Blve  political bias to their stulips™ He was sure the
acknowledged thag Sir 0(| Meet the cmse put forward by Pandit Malaviya and others, He
But the Government wa:;a”ea lunes diq things in time in smart contrast to Sir Basil,

Putting o trap before the House by mot bringiug measures in

&
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the natural sequence. The Ratio Bill must come firet, for if the ratio were altered to one
and four, the Steel Bill wounld have again to be altered, .

Mr. JOSHI objected to the protection of industries by raising a tariff wall; for it
invariably threw the burden on the people who were not able to bear it, When import
duties were imposed, it was difficult to discriminate as to which class could or could
not bear it. Moreover, the protection of an industry by bounty was not helpful
to the growth of that industry, Allthe bagic and key industries should be confrolled by
the nation and if protection was necessary for steel, he would have it, in the form of
bounty in the case of steel which was the basic industry., They should adopt a policy
of seeing that the whole nation must control it, He knew that as at present constituted
the Assembly would not sapport this view of his, (Hear, hear), He, therefore, suggested
that the firet condition of protection must be that it must he not only in the interests of
those who put money in tha industry, but also in the interests of human labour employed
in it. It was necessary that there should be protection of human labour invested in the
industry. The second condition he would impose was that in the case of protected indus-

tries, the limit of dividends to be given to the shareholders must be fixed, Thirdly, he
suggested that the industry for the protection of which the nation was sacrificing should
not be transferred to foreigners, Lastly, he urged rapid Indianisation of the industry.

Mr, JAYAKAR congratnlated the Government on the wonderful despateh with which
they had embodied the recommendations of the Board in this Bill and hoped that the
Government would be equally prompt in the case of other important measures as well, as
gome uncharitable critics, more especially in Bombay, had said that the Government of
India were in the habit of placing the Assembly on the horn of a dilemma, 1t had
been said in regard to the curremcy question that there were two alternatives, either
the 1s. 6d. ratio or a deficit budget. There were also uncharitable critics in Bombay
who said that the Government were presenting this “Bill in which they were asked to
choose between supporting the key industry or accept the alternative of giving preference
to British articles, Speaking as a politician, he emphasised that he wounld be the first
person to give preference to British made articles; but he complained that in this Bill
they were asked to give a very small price for a big concession of imperial preference
introduced through the backdoor. Great Britain shounid pay an adequate price if it wanted
thiswoncession, He maintained that the danger of allowing continental goods into India
bad leen exaggerated and that the Tariff Board had merely put in a case of special
pleading in saying that there was danger to public safefy in using continental steel for
bridges etc. He wanted to know whether there was any embargo in England placed on
the import of continental steel, He furtber wanted to know what guarantee there was in
cose British steel deteriorated in quality and if continental steel was sent to India through
England.

Sir Charles INNES, in winding up the debate, expressed satisfaction that there was
generz! support to the principle of the Bill, As for Mr, Jayakar's pertinent question, he
(Sir Charles) bad answerg; but it was better to discuss them in the Select Committee
rather than on the floor of this House. As far as the Government were concerned, the case
wag 80 stroog that they wounld be only too willing to have it probed ana explored.
Mr, Jayakar had said there was imperial preference, 8ir Charles Innes emphasised there
was none. The facts concerning the steel problem were examined by a Board counsisting
of two eminent Indians and they had rccommended that on purely economic grounds
there should be differential rates and because the Government had accepted their report
it should mot be assunmed that there was the introduction of imperial preference by the

backdoor.
The motion for a Select Committee to which were also added the names of Mr, Lamp

and Mz, G, D, Birla was carried wichout a division and the Committee was asked to submit
its report by the 8th February, The House then adjourned,

C. P. C. Amendment Bill.

The next two days viz. the 27th and 3lst January were the days
for official business in the Assembly. On the 27th, Sir Alexander
Muddiman, in introducing the Bill further to amend the Code of Civil
Proecedure 1908, said that it was to give effect to the recommendations made
in their report by the Civil Jurtico Committee for the amendment of part
two and order 21 of the first schedule to the Code of Civil Procedure
1908, The remaining recommendations of the Committee for the amendment
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of that order are, it was pointed out, under separate consideration. Clause
18 (2) provides that when a judgment-debtor appeals against an order under
that section whers decree is for the payment of money only, he must give
security for the decretal amount. The Committee’s proposals for the
restriction of first appeal from the orders under that section are being
separately provided for as these cannot suitably be effocted by an amendment
of the Code. Clause ten extends but not with retrospoctive effect the scope
of Section 66 to defendant opponent or objector who is not in possession of
- property purchased. Clause 14, section 145 is revised so as to give the Court
power to realise property or interest comprised in security by execution in the
suit or proceeding itself without a fresh suit. Power is, however, reserved
to relegate creditor to a fresh suit as a precaution to meet cases of special
complication. In clauses 16 and 18 (1) pleaders are required to sign a decree
when they are satisfied that it is in conformity with a judgmeunt and an
appeal is based on the ground that a decree has been improperly drawn up
is barred except by special leave. Unless an objection has been taken at
proper time in this manner in the court passing a decree in clause 17, the
new rule (a) prohibits the entertainment by the executing court of a plea

advanced by a judgment-debtor that decrec-holder had agreed that the
decree should not be executed.

Income-Tax Amendment Bill.

Sir Basil Blackett then moved formally for referenceto a Select Com-
mittee the Bill to amend the Income-tax Act 1922 which was introduced on the
25th Jan, After explaining the statement of objects and reasons, the Finance

ember, alluding to Sir Victor Sassoon’s .motion for circulating the Bill to
elicit public opinion, said although on almost every clause of the Bill the Board
0f Revenue had at one time or another discussed the proposals with the-
ambers of the Commerce, yet in view of the fact that the Bill as s whole
ad not been circulated, he was prepared to agree to re-circulation. The °
ouse agreed to the circulation of the bill and then adjourned ill

Limitation Aet Amending Bill.

The 31ST JANUARY when Sir Alexander Muddiman introduced
the Bill amending the Limitation Act of 1908. In doing so he said :—The
1vil Justice Committee recommended that section 48 of the Code of
Vil Procedure 1908 and article 182 of the first schedule to the Indian
itation Act 1908 be amended so as to reduce the limit of time for .
®Xecution in the case of money decrees from 12 to 6 years and to raise the
Period of limitation from 3 to 6 but to permit a decree-holder oven

:;l:‘:r, the expiry of six years to apply for execution if he can show that

die 1adgment-debtor has come into some property or that he has recently
to rz::il‘ed that the judgment debtor has property. If, however, it is decided
n

should t article 182 in its present form, the Committee recommend that it
begin not? 2mended so as to provide that _the period of t_hree yearsphould
date of the‘flotn the date of the last application for execution but from the
consideregq a8t order on such a previous application. The first pr_oposal 18 not
to be satisfatory and the Bill gives effect to the alternative proposal,

Mq, Bk i Amendment of Merchant Shipping Act.

amending &0 moved for reference to the Select Committes the Bill

Habibullgh tg Merchayt Shipping Act based on the promise of Sir Mahomed
mprove the lot of piigrims.
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The Bill was rteferred to a Select Committee consisting of Mr,
. Bhore, Mr. Fazal Rahimtullah, Raja Ghazpafar Ali Kban, Mr. Allison, Sir
Walter Wilson, Sir Abdul Qayum, Mr. Haji, Mr. Jinnah, Mr. Yakub, Mr.
Shafi, Mr. Ismail Khan, Mr. Natique, Dr.-Suhrawardy and Mr. Kasim.
Negotiable Instruments Act Amendment. '

Sir Basil Blackett next moved the consideration of the Bill amending the
Negotiable Ipstruments Act with a view to provide that bearer Instruments
should not lose their bearer character on account of their having been
endorsed. The Bill was, in Sir Basil’s opinion, of considerable importance

from the point of view of development of banking in India.
Sir Purushothamdas Thakurdas felt that in this matter the Government

had acted on the views of the Associated Chambers and ignored those of
¢the Indian Merchants Chamber. He could move for the appointment of a
Select Committee provided they did not commit the House to acceptance
of the principle beyond its application to certain instruments.

Sir Basil agreed with Sir Purushothamdas in respect of restriction regard-
ing the principle underlying the Bill and Sir Purushothamdas’s motion for
Select Committee was agreed upon.

The following were appointed to the commiitee. The Finance Member,
Dr. Maephail, Mr. Graham, Mr. Chetti, Mr. Aney, Mr, Fazal Rahimtullah,
Mr. Anwarul Azim, Mr. Birla, Mr. Rangaswami Iyengar, Mr. Mehta, Mr,
Pandya, Sir Walter Wilson, Mr. A, Iyengar, Pundit Motilal Nehru, Mr.
Srinivasa Iyengar, Mr. T. B. Roy, Mr. Kirkabhai Premchand, Mr. Nirmal
Chunder Chunder, Mr. Harchandrai Vishindas and Sir Purshothamdas
Thakurdas.

Amendment of the Securities Act,

Sir Basil Blackett, also moved for consideration of the Bill amending the

 Becurities Act of 1920. In doing so, he explained the provisions in great

detail and concluded by emphasisiog that the House was asked to revise the
law so that it might restore to the tax-payer the same amount of protection
as he enjoyed before the passage of the Indian Succession Act last year.

Mr. M. S. Aney pointed out that under the Bill if the demand for pay-
ment be not made within six years after the date of maturity, then not only
interest but the principal sum would not be paid. Thus the liability of
the Glovernment which under the Seourities Act stood so long as the security
was not paid might be absolved. Moreover, under the Bill a sucession
certificate would be declared null and void. Mr. Aney’s motion was accepted.

The Indian Limitation Aot Amendment.

gir Alexander Muddiman then moved that the Bill further to amend
the -Indian Limitation Act of 1908 be taken into consideration, The Bill
is the tesult of eeitain resommendations of the Civil Justiecs Committea.
The Committee had vecommended : (1) that sub-section 1 of Seetion 20
should ba amended so as to maks pagment of interest also suliject t0 i
gondition that the fact of payment ghould appear in the hand-writing of
the person making the same ; (9) that a limited owner under the Hindu
Law and manager of a joint Hindu family should be enabled to make ao-
knowledgments and payments under Sections 19 aund 20; (3) that article
132 should be amended so to make it clear that a suit to recover the value
of paddy and such produce charged ou immoveable property comes within
this article ; and (4) that article 166 should be amended so ae to make jt
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clear that it applies to a petition by a judgment-debtor under Section 47
of the Civil Procedurs Code. j

Sir Alexander Muddiman, in making the motion, remarked that objec-
tions to various aspects of the Bill had been met on an earlier oceasion.
He, therefore, only formally moved the Bill. Sir Alexander also explained
that the Bill was brought forward in the light of criticisms made by the last
Assembly on a similar measure,

Mr. Belvi opposed Clause 2 of the Bill. He said there was no such
provision either in English or American Law. English Law did not require
that payment of interest should be evidenced by writing. There was_no
statistics to prove the allegation of the Civil Justice Committes that there _
was a crop of irivolous suits in the absence of such a provision, In con-
sidering this subject, the difficulties of the people in rural areas should be
given due attention. Any law which required that every payment made
by a debtor either by way of principal or interest should be evidenced
by writing would creste unuecessary complications in the daily economie
life of villagers,

Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar had another difficulty. The words * acknow-
ledgment of payment ” in the Bill would, he said, add to the difficulties,
especially in regard to mortgages.

Mr. Nirmal Chunder Chunder reiterated the objection advanced by
the previous speakers. On the other hand, Mr. Amarnath Dutt, speaking
frpm his oxperience as a practising lawyer in the mofussil courts, disagresd
with the learned lawyers who preceded him, In his opinion, this was a
very desirable changs which would prevent unscrupulous money-lenders
°heaf3"jg the borrowers.

. Sir Alexander Muddiman briefly replied and the Bill was then passed
with one or two ‘dissentients. The Assembly then adjourned,

Non-Official Bills. ’

On the 18T FEBRUARY the Assembly had a very short sitting with
non-official Bills, Mr. N, C. Kelkar introduced this Bill to amend the Land
oquisition Act, He said his measure while not impairing the usefulness of
® Act in any material particular would help to make its operation less
unpopular because more equitable., First of all, his Bill provided for a
Judicial enquiry where alleged public usefulness of work for which land was
to D0 acquired could be challenged by any person, Secondly, where compen-
gation of land wag required under the Act, the present arbitrary powers
should be replaced by arbitration.

12 other Bills were introduced formally without speeches. Their intro-
uction was not opposed, These were Mr, Doraisami Iyengar's Bill amending
the Regtetration Aot and Civil Procedure Code seoticn 80 ; Dr, Gour's Bill
#hénding 1. p, o Section 141; Mr, Yakub's Bill amending the Stoosssion
Aot seotion 174
eogy’s Rill

and the Bill to regulate and improve law raporta; Mg,
amending Steam Vessels Aet and Indian Merchandise Marks

26.80d Mr. Harbilng Sarda’s Bill to abolish child-marriages among Hindus,
fut:raHs{;mQ Member told the House that he would oppose this Bill at all
iy ofages.._ Mr, Yakub introduced the Bill to limit  interest ocharged on
With the :;t(; (lir;uaf kinds in British India and bring the la.vy into confot_'m§W
Registration 'y Of the people and Mr, Kelkar a Bill amending the Societies

et Section 20,
33 ¢
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Dr. Gour was not in his seat when called on to introduce his Bill to
amend the Indian Criminal Law Amendment Act 1908, and the Code of
Criminal Procedure Section 491. When he came in the President said he
could only make a second reading motion of the Bill, Dr. Gour did this
and the Home Member objected as the Bill had not been yet introduced.
Dr. Gour appealed to the chair for indulgence as Sir Frederick Whyte had

on s similar occasion shown to the Home Member. iy

gir Alexander Muddiman said he_did not” want to be harsh on Dr.
Gour, but if the convention of not opposing introduction of a Bill was to
be observed then its corresponding obligation that in case of such Bills no
gecond motion be made on the day of introduction should also be obsarved.
This the President upheld and Dr. Gour agreed and was allowed to intro-
duce his Bill which he hoped would, as altered, be acceptable to the Govern-
ment as his previous Bill on the subject, though passed by the Assembly,
was rejected by the Council of State. This Bill proposed to introduce safe-
guards of Habeas Corpus and would repeal and amend Part II of the
Crimipal Law Amendment Act whose repeal was recommended by the
Repressive Laws Committee.

Next day, the 2ND FEBRUARY, after question time, Pandit Hridaya-
path Kunzru moved for the adjournment of the House to discuss the Govern-
ment decision not to publish the report of the deputation to Fiji which
was headed by Mr. Venkatapathi Raju. The President ruled that the ghair
was satisfied that the matter was not one of urgency and that the interest
shown by the Home Member, meant that a resolution on the subject could
be easily balloted. He, therefore, raled it out of order.

Execution Decrees and Orders.

The Home Member then moved reference to the select committee of his
bill amending the Civil Procedure Code relating to execution decrees
and orders giving effect to the Civil Justice Committee’s recommendations. ,

The Home Member said that although it was true that High Courts had

heen consulted with regard to the substance of the changes they had not
seen the actual legal form in which they were embodied. He admitted
the subject was complicated and therefore if Mr. Cooke who had tabled
an amendment for referemce to elicit opinion moved it, he would raise
* . mno objection to it.
" - Mr. Cooke moved for the circulation of the Bill for opinion and the
Home Member agreed to this amendment. He said ‘the High Courts
had already protested in connection with some of the Bills arising oub
of the Rankin Report. The Bill was then ordered to be circulated.

.C, P. C. Amendment Bill,

The Home Member next moved for the consideration of the Bill to
amend Section 115 of the Civil Procedure Code mainly as recommended
by the Civil Justice Committee limiting revisionary powers to Section 115
of the Code except in cases where special statutory provision was made
to the contrary.

Mr. Jayakar opposed the Bill wholesale and held it to be, in the
opinion of a considerable part of the legal profession, a retrograde Bill.
It would cut down the wide revisional powers of the High Courts which
was valued in Indis in respect of occasional blemighes in Judicial adminis-
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tration. The Rankin Committee’s sole reason seemed to bo to avoid
delay, but very large opinion in the legal profession was to have delay
rather than injustice (hear hear). Mr. Jayakar went further and asserted
Pha.p the Indian Legislature had no power to take away the inherent
Jurisdiction of the High Court given hy a Statute of the British Parlia-
ment. Kven leaving this aside, he asked the Home Member whether
politically it was advisable at such a time when, instead of strengthening
the position of the High Court, they should be ‘deliberately limiting
those powers. As one coming from the middle class, as a lawyer and
as a politician, he held the measure to be retrograde and was opposed to it.

Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar, speaking with his legal experience which was
not a limited one, held that the gravity of the proposal before the House
was that it proposed to take away from the High Court's revisionary
powers in just those cases where jurisdiction was most needed. The
pious opinion of the Rankin Committee that delay would be avoided would
not materialise. On tho other hand, greater delay, greater trouble and
greater expense to the litigant public would result in that the whole
1ssue would have to be delayed till an appeal was filed against the decree
of the lower court. He wished the Government would bring forward
& more comprehensive Bill on the Rankin report than this piecemeal
legislation. (Official benches : No.)

Mr. Harchandrai Vishindas joined in the opposition.

Mr. Nirmal Chander quoted from the Committee’s report to show

that while the committes diagnosed the disease all right, they suggested
a wrong remedy, for which no case had been made out.

Mr, S. R. Das, Law Member, was not surprised at the opposition
from lawyers. As a matter of fact as a lawyer his first interest was
%o oppose the measure ; butif the Bill was examined carelully they
would see that in respect of decrees no change was made in the law.

® change was proposed in respect only of interlocutory orders. The °

Overnment felt that in this respect, no injustice would be done by the
ohange proposed. He had known numerous instances where the ocase
had been held up for months by the application made under Section 115.

herp would be no injustice, because if one order was made it ocould be
86t right on appeal,

I. Jayakar : It may be too late.

~ Mr, Dgg replied that in some cases it might. He continued that the
H:g_h Courts still had power of interfersnce where the lower court was
acting b?YOud its jurisdiction. He held that the power of superintendence
of & High Court was not affected by the Bill. He told Mr. Jayakar

that the delay in justice sometime amoanted to injustice. s

_ Mr. Jinngh characterised as poor the defence put up by the Law
Member. Mr, Jinnah mentioned that the Bombay Eigh Court bad
Iightly held that urgent cases involving grave consequences might arise
Where although the order might be appealable, the High Court extended
%8 revisionary power. The only ground urged for thiz drastic change
g’“ﬂ del.ay. The attitude taken wup by Lahore and Allahabad High
e&;llléts n interpreting the term ‘cases’ was most exﬁsmor?inarﬂ. Delay

Occur only i f bearing of a rule. it was
BTanteq th. nly in respect of pendency o a

t there was a judge who knew his business, this delay should
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not occur and he was confident about Bombay, Madras and Caleutta
High Courts’ judgment. \

Pandit Motilal Nehru found no justification why one class of cases,
pnamely, decrees, should be treated in one manner and the other class
of cases, namely, interlocutory orders, in another. The Law Member
had given away his whole case against delays by conceding that cases
might be remitted. He found that the Allahabad High Court had in
one day rejected 45 applications for revisionary interference. Moreover the
power was discretionary and the High Courts could be trusted to exercise
them properly, The Bill, instead ~of clarifying the law, would be
mystifying it. '

The Home Member then replied to the debate. Alluding to the argu-
ment: that the Bill purported to take away the power conferred under
Section 107 of the Government of India Act, he pointed out that the power
given to the High Courts and those given to the Government were not co-
extensive, The debate had convinced him of the merits of the Bill more
than ever before. He assured Mr. Jayakar that there was no machiavellian
intention in the Government in bringing the Bill, The Bill was entirely in
correct legal form and sought to give effect to the recommendation which
had the support of Sir Norman Macleod, Chief Justice of the Bombay High
Court and of a Committee whose President and members were, he
emphasised, very competent to deal with thé task.

The Home member quoted figures to show that in the Bombay EHigh
Court the average time taken to dispose of revision cases was over a
year. - It was no good throwing stone on the competence of persons,
because they put forward proposals which some lawyer members did
not like, The House was entitled to suggest amendments during the
congsideration stage, but not oppose the consideration itself; If the Bill
was opposed now, the only conclusion was that the Assembly was in
favour of delaying justice which meant denying justice.

The motion for consideration was pressed to a division and lost

by 42 against 58 votes. '
Registration Act Amendment.

The Assembly without discussion passed the Bill amending the
Registration Act and then adjourned till next day, the S8RD FEBRUARY,
when the resolution of Mr, Jogiah for the release of political prisoners was

taken up.

Release of Bengal Detenues.

Mr, JOGIAH was cheered by the Congress benches as he rose to move his resolution
recommending (a) the repeal of the Bengal Regulation III of 1818 and similar regula-
tions in foree in otber provinces of India and wiging upon the Governor-General-in-Council
the bare justice of an immediate release of 21l political detenues or of giving them a
least the opportunity of exculpating themselves and proving themselves altogether innocent
of the charges, if any, levelled against them and (b) the grant of an ammnesty toall
political prisoners now undergoing iwprisonment, My, Jogiah intimated that he would
not press part (b) of his resolution nor speak on it, Mr. Jogiah deciared that the Bengal
Regulation and other similar enactments were passed when Napolean cast hia eagle eye
on India and when echoes of the Mahratta war bad not died ; but while civilization had
advanced, these regulations continued to be on the statute boek, Deportations in Ireland
had no analogy as the former country was actually at war with England while India
was not. He challenged that the Bengal Regulation had not been appropriately applied,
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There was no question of disturbance of the relations with foreign powers, The chiefs
of Indian States had proved their

and through the press, There was also no internal commotion. The deportations of

these men was thus not justified even by the tcrms of the Regulation. And whoiwere

deported I All of them sere good men and true, They were all patriots, men of parity
of life and of mnoble purpose.

Pandit Nehru's Amendment, !
Pandit Motilal N
substituted :(—

“ This Assembly recommends to the Governor-General-in-Council that he be pleased
to immediately release or bring to trial all detenues under the oid regnlg_tlons and the
Bengal Criminal Law Amecndment Act of 1925, ]

Pandit Motilal saia : The amendment, though given at short notice, was already™on
the order paper, The original resolution clouded the main issue, His amendment pro-
posed to focus interest on ome issue, This did not mean that the other parts were given
up. These had already been dealt with by this Honse and would again come up,

The President permitted the amendment of Pandit Motilal provided the movers of
other amendments withdrew in his favoar,

Pandit Motilal said his resolution did not require any argument to convince the non-

official section of the Homse of the justice and soundness of the position, As for the
Government, it was so impervious to their demands that they would be wasting time and
breath in diecussing the resolution, Pandit -Motilal recalled the words of Lord Lytton
Justifying the arrests carried out in October 1923 that there was existence of terrorism.
The epeaker algo recalled his stattment in the last Assembly showing that not a single
cage had occurred since 1919 which justified Lord Lytton and which incriminated the
detenues, “1 then agked ¢ give me one case in which the conditions mentioned by Lytton
have operated,’ The answer is yet to come, I again challenge my friend though two
years more have elapsed to give the main facts to prove the charge.” The speaker, con-
tinuing, read to the House the Viceroy’s speech on the 24th on the subject. .How on
earth was Government to be satisficd that the release of those men would not disturb the
Peace of the Jand ! The Viceroy had put the cart before the horse, Unless the Govern-
ment told them the grounds for their fears, how was he to satisfy that these fears were
groundless ! If the Government was morally convinced that was right, the country was
morally convinced of the innocence of these men,

Continuing, Pandit Motilal said if he was told that the bombs had even Tecently been
discovered, his reply was that the real culprite were then still at large and innocent
Persong had been detained. The case of Mr Mitra, a member of the Assembly, was discussed
by the House, He did not expect an Englishman, least of all the Home Member, to say
that any constituency’s right to eleet ite member should be fettered by saying thar Mr.
Mitra’s constituency was given an opportunity to elect another representative, - Mr, Boae
Was suffering seriously and there was suspicion of tuberculosis, but it was not on medical
Brounds that he urged for release, He mentioned this to show the inhumanity and
calloueness of {he Government in keeping these men without trial, “ Let me say emphati-
cally that we Are¢ not in a mood to listen to constitutional advance or entertain any
Proposal for co-operation until these men are releaged or brought to trial, This is the, last
oPPortunity for the Government to shake off nervousness and Lord Irwin to signaiise the
first year of his Viceroya

minded statesmanghi
heart and not gt ¢ g
lism and enforced en

P and to mark the opening of this new House by a real change of

0 down to history as merely a landmark of haughty British Imperia-
slavement of India,”

Sir Alexander MUDDIMAN, in opposing the motion, made a long speech e g‘“ha
Calalogue of crimes of violence which mecessitated the passing of the Ordinance, The
chief events were the dacoity near Howrah, the raid on Ultadingi, the armed robbery in
Oalpara lane, the robbery with the use of firearms, the armed hold up at O_hnttagqng of
the mail van all in 1923, then the murder of Mr, Day, the explosion of bomb in Fgridpur,
the discovery of a bomb factory in Caleutta, the bomb outrage in Mirzapur Street and
the murder of Santilal Chakravarthi, one of the accused in Mirzapur Street bomb outrage,
ﬂl_l these in 1924, Thus, throughout these periods there was continuing & geries nf\p]ota
directed againgt thelives of police officers and there was one which aimed at killing
the life of the Qovernor of Bengal, The Government had, in their possession, materials
establishing in all esgential particulars the reality of several of ‘theso attetqpbs, 'lfhiS
86 of crimes would have been far longer had not the Government nsed from time to time

® powers under Begulation 111 to detain the leading brains of the Terrorist Party and

loyalty on all ceremonial occasions on the platform

EHRU moved that for the'resolution of Mr, Jogiah, the following be '_

Ity and the first session of this Assembly by an ‘act of broad-
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Mr. O, BR. Das himself admitted that the movement was more gerious than the anthorities

realised. To meet such a situation, the Bengal Ordinance was passed because the re-

soarces of ordinary law had proved powerless more than  once. High jndicial officers
had been taken into confidence and their conclusion had in every case coincided with
those of the Executive Government, It is indisputable that all authorities, the Govern-
ment, high judicial officere, administrators and the Police had eventually been driven to
the unanimous conclusion that it was impossible to fight the revolutionary conspiracy or
deal with revolutionary crime under the ordinary law or through the machinery of courts
aud that special powers of extra-judicial character were necessary. ‘‘Heaven knows the
experience in regard to Tevolutionary conmspiracies has been dearly enongh bought, It
would have been nothing short of criminal if they had disregarded that experience when
they were again confronted by an.exactly similar situation”

Continuing, the Home Member said from the introduction of the Ordinance
down to the present time, there had not been obe gingle ontrage of the type he had
just given except of course the Alipur jail murder but the conspiracy had not been killed.
For example, there was a widespread revolutionary leaflet in Bengal, in the U, P, and
the Punjab in November 1925, There was the arrest of a party of nine in Dakshineswar
in possession of live bomb ete, Then there was the Sova Bazar arrest in which two
persons were found with revolver and some ammunition., Such was the history of re-
volutionary orime, Since special legislation became operative -neither the movement had
collapsed, nor had its violently criminal tendencies abated, but in all post-ordinance
cases there was one reassuring feature namely, that in almost every single case the
initiative had lain not with revolutionaries but with the police. The latter had been able
to act in time by virtue of special powers to prevent murderous designs from coming to
& head,

Mr. Banga Aiyar interrupting sumggested that it was all the work of the agents
provocateur, ' "

The Home Member scorned any such suggestion or charge and maintained that there
was the undeniable connection between revolutionary pamphlets and acts by men who
were trying to carry qut their programme which they did not deny, He further main.
taince that the Ordinance had been more than justified by the practical results, The
Government had checked the ontward manifestations of the movement to a very considerable
extent, but the basic conditions remained unchanged, The conditions of release were set out
by Lord Irwin in his inaugural address, Sir Alexander Muddiman quoted this portion of
H, E, the Viceroy's speech in full to show that their sole object in keeping the men under
regtraint was to prevent terrorist outrages and that they were prepared to release them the
moment, they were satisfied that their release would not defeat the object, Regarding the first
condition, he bad shown that the activities of the revolutionaries still continued, though
checked and restrained., Asto the second condition which raised the question of individual
release, the matter must be decided on the past record of a detenue and the present
attitude, Hegaid : “ But the Government are not demanding as is sometimes alleged
any humiliating confessions from those detenues, A declaration that a detenue would on
release take no part in revolutionary activities would be an element to be taken into
consideration by the Government; but this on the one hand would not amount to & con-
fession that he had taken part in such activities in the past and on the other hand such a
declaration could not and would not be accepted by the Government as a ground for
release without an examination of the whole circumstances of the case and past record of
the detenue, 1f the Government are mislsd into releasing prisoners who prove subsequently
by their acvions that they are not keeping to the statement they made and have resumed
their deplorable activities then the remedy is in the hands of the Government,

“As for the Bengal Regulation detenues the Government of India are primarily
responsible. As for the Ordinance prisoners, cases of individual prisoners are primarily a
matter for the consideration of the Bengal Government, The Government of India are
responsible to the extent of the general policy and action taken under that Act (Ordinance).
They are not and they cannot be responsible for cases of individual prisoners,

 The general policy has been laid down in the Viceroy's speech. Application of
that policy in the ease of Regulation I1I prisoners is & matter for the Government of India
and in the case of the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act prisoners for the Government
of Bengal,”

Mr. M, K, ACHARYA did nof deny the Government charge that there was a revoiu-
tionary movement, In a land so badly and tyrannically governed as India, his gurprise was
that there Lad not been more crime (Congress back benches ; Hear, hear); but he asked
what connection was there between these conspiracies and the detennes, Had Mr, Subssh
Ohandra Bose been fonnd to be ihe leader of this gang ! Where was the evidence to prove
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it, Hesaid *“ Why not creato an era of peace, goodwill and confidence by releasing these
men ? Ther

e will always be found some bombs in India, Will these men for that rga‘?pn
be always kept in i8il?  If you don’t believe us, take hostges from us and release them.

Lala LAJPAT RAL said the whole of India thought on this qnest:oq vlnt_h
one opinion and the resolution would be brought up year .a.fter‘ year unhltt'hm
fundamental grievance wag Tedressed, There, were conspiracies in all coun ries.
The United States of America has the Klu Klux Klan movement, There ;Ivas
lynching going on there; but the Government of the U 8. A. _had no}t]'. ta_en
gpecial measures to Suppress them. In a big country like India, suci cn‘;ne
could never he eliminated. “We want to show the hollov_vness of the claim t ;b
India is being governed by a civilised Government with the consent of gﬁ;
People, You cannot be defenders of liberty. You have snatched it from m;ﬂia.:_::l
are keeping it pack to exploit us” (Applause) The ILala wanted the o _c1:.d
members to put themselves in the position of the detenues who had been depriy
of their liberty and comforts of life without trial. “I don't accept for a moment
that official benches are greater friends of India than we on thesg penchea are,

on are absolutely loyal and faithful to your country, Great Britain, and we
here are greater friends of our own country. (Applaunse,) [ appeal to the Govemmen't’:
to revoke this law for without that, there will be no reconciliation in the country,

Mr, GOSWAMI eaidq when he came into the House he expected a8 more states-

manlike pronouncement from the Home Member, Mr. Goswami divulged publicly
under the cover of

privilege two statements made by Lord Lytton categon_cally to a
conference in which Mr, Goswami took part, Firstly, Lord Lyttnp gaid he wasg
Prepared to releage the detenues provided they gave an undertaking that .tl.npy
would not in future commit any violent crime or be concerned in the _Commission
of violent erimeg, Secondly, and it was an admission, Lord Ly.ttoq said that the
People who had been proceeded against were people who had committed no crime,
but were preventeq from committing crime. Now which country in the world had
laws which prevented crime by such indefinits detention !

The Home lember:—What was your reply to Lord Lytton !

Mr, Goawami gajq he had told Lord Lytton that all depended on the form of
the undertaking agked for, He wanted the Home Member to find a solution
honourable ¢o both gides, Mr. Keane had called the revolutionaries as the unseen
wing of the Bwaraj Party. The speaker therefore challenged the Home Member to :
disprove the Blatement that arrests were made on the 28th Octot?er 1924 and
warrants were g)) signed on the 28th August 1924, the day foIlow:mg the defeat
of diarchy in Bengal, (Applause) Finally, he emphasised the seriousness of thae
sitoation canged by the health of Mr. Bose and other detenues, He endorsed Lala
Lajpat Rai’s

statement that the country, though weak to-day, had potential
Yesources,

Mr. Srinivags IYENGAR declared emphatically that it would be impossible for

the Government to convinee the Congress without the releass of these prisoners:
¢ Home Member's gpeeo), Was a thrice told tale. The speaker’s opinion was

that terroriem wag o0 the other sgide, (Here, here), The Government wanted' to
foerve to itself the Political lead of the country, If the Government were put
Into jail, terrorigm would stop, (Laughter). Politics of the country could never
be controlled by  thig Policy ~of represwion. “I agres with Mr, Acharya ‘that T\
Will be doing duty to my country if I were in the place of Mr, Bose,
(European bencheg  No.) 1f"the judgment of the indian people ean not cﬁange
the.Govemmenb, then God’s condign punishment will fall upon this Government,

Mr. Abdul Magin OHOWDHURY eaid that the Goverament was only adding fuel
to the Tevolutionary fir, Even Lord Lytton seemed to bave an Gneasy conscience
Over the matter, Others who had been released in the past had not disappointed
the Government, Suffering: of detennes on mere suspicion was more than even
that of convicted Persons, “Mighty Empires will not be shaken if these men are

reéeaaed,_ Jntemp"_"ate Bpeeches can still be made at 8t. Andrews Dinner, The Cpngrges
office will not ghif Buildings. Clive Strces can go on doing its

: t on to Wefters’ :
businees me & will become a cleaner aud hesithier city to live in,”

rily, while Calentt
pn“i%{]: t’g()bNOIﬂNSON 8aid that only compelling circumstances had rendered it im-
it Lm.d( A open frig). g experience of the life of Lord Lytton, Lord

Olivier ang 1,04 Bis ' hat the special
k likenhead was sufficient guaraftee that the specia
Measures were absolutely forceq op them. This revolutionary campaign took form
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in intimidation dacoities and robberies, What could be more despicable than that
some of the revolutionaries should have taken to teaching to pervert the minds on
boys committed to their charge, Conld any one deny that there was definite
recrudescence of the same movement which practically brought Bengal to a state
of terror in the years bLefore the Defence of India Act came into operation ?
‘Materials in the possession of the Government were convineing, .

Mr, Jinnah : Why not try them ?

Mr. Tonkinson replied that no Government worthy of its name would expose
the witnesees to peril, The Government could continue these measures until the
gituation improved, ;

Mr, Goswami ; Until it is broken ? - ,
Mr Tovkinson opined that if in England & similar sitoation arose the good

gense of the British people wonld agree to these Jaws though Parliament wounld
hesitate, as the Government of India hesitated in taking in hand ' these special

powers, (Laughter,)

andit MALAVIYA warmly repudiated Mr, Tonkinson's assertion that the Enghsh
Parliament would not hesitate to enact a law like the Bengal Criminal Law
Amendment Act, On the other hand, he thought that the members would not be
allowed by the people to approach Parliament House unless exceptional circu rstances
had arisen, Such circomstances had not arisen in India, Prisoners had not been
given fair play, Nothing but official ‘Izzat’ (prestige) prevented the Government
from owning their mistakes. Tn not a single case had the reasons mentioned by
Lord Lytton been proved. Every one in the discharge of his duties must bear
all risks that were attendant on him, Indians and Europeans alike had to face
such riske, Had not Lord Hardinge, when a bomb was thrown at him, say “Let
there be mo change in policy.” The Pandit accepted that there was a conspiracy,

_But the way to deal with it was to bring the offenders to ¢trial 1n an open

maDner, Lord Lytton who was a gentleman in many ways was wrong in the
continued detention of the prisoners, Let not cowardly fear stand in the way of
releaging the prisoners, The Government wounld earn the gratitude of the entire

Indian community by releasing these men who had been under detention for 27 months,

Bir Alexander- MUDDIMAN, the Home Member, then replied to the debate, Hig
Bpeech was of special significance in indicating the official mind on the subject of the
release of Bengal detenues, He gaid :— :

“Bir, T will not detain the House very long, at least, 1 trust, not at this late stage in
the proceedings. This debate has lasted the whole of the long day. It has evoked a
great deal of interest in all quarters of the House., It is only nataral that it should do
80. It is a matter in which I will, for the moment, endeavour to do what one of the
speakers asked me to do, that is, put myself in the position of those speaking on the other
pide and I desire to make it quite clear that I realise that they feel etrong in this matter,
That is perfectly clear from the debate. It is perfectly clear from previous debates and
it is also well-known to me. Apart from that, it isa matter, and must necoesarily be a
matter which, as I have told the Houvse, the legislature will naturally press on the execn-
tive, namely, discontinuing the extraordinary measures unless they can justify their
continuance, ] make po complaint of the manner in which this House frequently returns
to that point, T ehould think lees of them.if they did not do so, But as in all matters
of this kind, it muet be approached notin a spirit of antagoniem, nor in a spirit of
unhelpfulness, but in a desire to place a case before the Government which the Govern-
ment can possibly deal with and which does not conflict with any of our primary duties,
1t has been eaid by one honourable gentleman that this was a matter that should not be
made 8 question of party, In regard to administration of law and order, there ig no
party. The interests of the Government and the interests of the citizens ought to be one
and I ean asgure this House that as the Home Member I have niver discharged any of
my duties with the slightegt regard to party or community, You doubtless do think
often that the Government are wrong headed, Yon oftin think—you often say whether
you really think it or not, for T doubt it—that we act from motives which we do not
digclose, But I do beg the Hounse to helicve that as far as I am concerned and as far as
the Government of Iudia is concerned, there is no guestion of partty or acting with any
communal or political object, In our action in this matter our sole business is to deal
A plain jesne of law and order, I know the House dislikes the very mention of law and
order when it comes from my Jips though it comes very freely from the lips of those who
8ib opposite, Law and order does not mean that the Government is protecting itself, 1%

means that the Government is protecting the bulk of its citizens,
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Now I have heard a good deal in this debate about the growing cowardice of .]}ntlsh
officials and Indian officials, Sir, that is not so. I don’t think that is the true opinion of
this House, I have filled & position of some importance in this country for many years,
I have had to discharge duties of some importance which have bronght me into eontact
with forces of disorder, 1 have mever in my life had a guard of any sort. I do no§
pretend to be a man of any courage, for I know [ am not. It may be true that having
for a long time lived in Bengal I am tainted with the supposed vices of that provinee,
(Lavgnter). T ask the House to believe that there is nothing in these measures of oure
that ig being done to protect any supposed increasing timidity on the part of high officials,
It is hard, I think i i8 very hard, that I should be told that that is the reason of our
action, Sir, it g not a fear that police officials of both nationalities or.officers u_f.the
Government may be shot ; it is a stern fact, This is mot a question of apprehension.

hey have been shot ang ghot frequently, That, 8ir, disposes of the argument that these
Precautionary measores are the children of unreaconable apprehension,
Then, Sir, there ig a further point that these outrages (unfortunately perhapsin

the minds of some) do not affect merely a handful of Government officials, They affect a '

number of perfectly innocent men who have nothing whatever to do with the Govern-

ment ; men who were dacoited were not officials of the Government ; men whose money
i8 taken are not officials of the Government; men who are injured are not often officials
of the Government, The unfortunate Mr. Day who was shot in the Park Street was Dot a
Bervant of the Government, As far as I know he had no connection whats}oever with tl.le
overnment, It ig trge many Government servants have suﬁer.ed and died bravely in
€ discharge of their dutics but they are not the sum total of victims of the outrages, It
vas eaid, ‘ you have all kinds of arrangements to protect the great land’, ir, the hand of
the assagsin may render all precautions useless,
Mr, Rangaswami Iyengar: Even with the Ordinance { :
8ir A, Muddiman ; Yes, Bir, even with the Ordinance, I cannot gnarantee myself
Or the honouraple members opposite from the hand of the assassin, You have seen that
their hand fallg o many who are innocent,

T T. Prakasam : *Qontinued detention will make it worsa,

Bir Muddiman . 4 may be so,
Ty T. Prakasam : It is so, i

'?u' A. Muddiman : 1If by that my honourable friend means :hat the 8pirit of thess
men is 8o fille With animosity that their releage will increase revolutionary crime, then,

1y D€ 18 using rather g poor argument in support of his own case,

Mr, T. Prakagam - That is not the point. e -

Sir, A, uddiman : Now Sir, my honourable friend opposite said the cause of law
and order wag g4 dear to him ag it was to me. Bir, does he agree with the view of one
of his back-bencherg who said ¢if it was in my power, I would stir up every young man
India» 1 : Ecome & revolutionary conspirator and encourage revolutionary crimae .in

. 8

86 th HAge i 1 or not? (An honourable member :
Surely not,) ( € message of hig party to me (

A : . y i i ing so.) That, Bir, I
should Tike 4 : Bother honourable member : He was right in saying so.) ) s L

ave heard repudiated, because it wonld have made my task easier.
5 OW’I esire to deal with one issue that was raised—raised in a very moderate way
to thgentém;?n Who does not always speak so moderately—but on thl_s occasion he refarred
e @ sufferingg 4 80me of these misguided men as a result of their confinement, T may
onee, on behalf o the Government, say that if he can justify any real case for release
or if anybody else can Justify any case for release or if we onrselves can find that any ,
ease for release hag heen made out on medical grounds that release will be made,

Pandit Motila] Nehyy : 1did not put my amendment on that ground,

Sir Alexander Muddiman ; No, Sir, But I desire to make it plain that we have &
Certain Sense of humanity. We do not desire to detain men whose health has heen so
Powers of harm have gone,

; Emasculate them before yon release them.
Sip éxander Muddiman': We have not as yet adopted that system. (Laughter),
2Ry hon.. friend said thag the tale that I have told the House is a thrice-told
faggians e db i g thrice-told tale. You will remember the remark in Alice when-
A tglicuetn)]’ it three times, it ig right,” Therefore, none the leag it is, becanse it
i old. My honple friend Lala Lajpat Bai, in & very interesting speech,
of ming w n? Sreuments he conld adduce would move me and, that no argaments
attempt toou;i e him, For, to deal .with Lis speech is useless for me to
endeavoure ttg S0 and I g Sorry that this should be the cage, for I ahoulld have
preventive measurt:gd;?::e S0me remarks to him, Some other member eaid that

£ Wdknown to Indian law, Well, 8ir, it seemed to me when

A\
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I was a magistrate for some time that there were certain sections such as sections 107,
108, 109 and 110 which were of a preventive character and which may result in
the incarceration of those who do not comply with their provisions, (An hon, member:
Use them,) I was merely referring to the argament that there weore preventive

measures in our law. :

Now, Sir, an argument was used that the Government does mnot do these
things bonafide, that we do it because it pleases us to do &0 capriciously., There
is some peculiar feeling that I sleep or my honourable colleagues sleep more comfortably
because they know that other people are sleeping uncomfortably. That is not so,
1 assure the House that that is not the case. Put it on the lowest ground, these
men are a source of great political annoyance. To me they are a very good stick to
beat the Government with, Their case is brought before me frequently and they
give me and my officers a great deal of trouble and so putting it on lowest gronnds,
we do not keep them in because we enjoy doing it. I want to make that poing
perfectly clear. We have not put those men in jail either for political reasons or
'for the sake of gratifying some perverse sense of delight in oppression which is
perfectly foreign to me or to the Government and would be a very unsatisfactory
form of amusement., Sir, I noticed with satisfaction that my honourable iriend
the Pandit expressed his intention of supporting the Government in any measurea
required for law and order other than the one befare the House, 1If he will pardon
me, I have heard him say this before on another occasion (A voice : Any reasonable
measure) where difference will probably come, and amiable as this House i8 in many
ways it has not always shown ijts readiness to support reatonable measures or at
any rate measares which this side of the House thinks reasonable, (A voiece :
Which side?) The House generally is unwilling, a8 all legislatures are apt to be,
fo support sirong measures,

Now, Sir, a portion of my sepeech did not attract as much attention as I
thonght it might have donme, It is possible becauvse I gpoke at considerable length
foreign to my natural tendencies, I did not perbaps make it as clear to the House
as I thought I did. Isaid and I will repeat it and I would ask the House to listen
carefully, I had read out His Excellency’s statement when he first addressed this
House dealing with this question of the release of Bengal detenues, T may emphasise
it that there were two conditions which were mentioned in that statement, The
firat condition, I hold and I think the House generally will hold, is not fulfilled, -
As regards the second condition I made the following remarks, I said ; ®As to the
gecond condition which raiges the question of individual releass the matter must
be decided in the last light of the record of the detenue and his present attitude,
The Government are not demanding as is sometimes alleged any humiliating con-
fessions from these detenues, They are more interested in the future than in the
past, A declaration that & detenue would on release take mo part in revolutionary
activities would be an element to be taken iunto consideration by the Government,
But this on the one hand wounld not amount to a confession that he had taken
part in such activities in the past and on the other hand such a declaration could
not and would not be accepted by the Government as a ground for release without an
exasmination of the whole circumstances of the case and the past record of the detenue,”
That, Sir, if I may ssy so, was rather an important portion in my speech which I
thought the House shonld have taken more notice of, The only speaker who did refer to
it was my honourable friend, Mr, Goswami, He referred to it as being something different
from an offer or a statement which he nnderstood, no doubt in his own judgment correct-
ly, to bave been made by His Excellency Lord Lytton ata meeting or Conference he
held sometime before the session began, Well, Sir, when we were discussing the ‘motion
for adjournment the other day, this point was raised by a gpeaker who sits behind me
and it was also raised by the hononrable friend and I confess I wae somewhat surprised
at the statements that were raade and accordingly communicated with the Government
of Bengal and ascertained what had happened, The statement made by His Excellency
Lord Lytton, I am assured, did not differ in terms from the statement I made to the
House to-day. That there was nndoubtedly some difference of opinion as fo what was
actually said seeme clear, but [ think it right to all parties concerned to say that the
Government of India and the Government of Bengal are at one on_this and although
there may have been bonafide misconception, there is no difference in fact,

Mr. Goswami: Will the honourable the Home Member permit me to say just one
word ! I auppose human memory cannot always be relied upon but I think I took the
precaution of gefting His Excellency Lord Lytton to repeat this statement, Ieaid, “1
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ake it from Your Excellency ete,” I thought I hﬂﬁ :Inade it quite clear that I understaod
i rl very categorically., That is all I can say.
e g?:yfllg;agd:: dMiti{limaig? | dg not mean to challenge the accuracy of the h°’-’3:xf£
able member’s impresgion of what happened, That is not my point. It is guﬁmttz;l i
that there was some genuine misapprehension of what Hm'luxcellency Lctlll‘ yt.ter s
and I think it was right to clear it up at the q:m-litestil oplpar.t&n;ty as, when the ma
ntioned in this as not in a position to deal wi ‘s :
5 Mr, (j]innah :ng?ysei Iuv;;dersta.nd tlﬁz honourable member to say that this statement
would not invol i f guilt ? :
gir oAlexa?nggra g&ﬁﬁii&i? gl read out the words very clearly and w#lhr%adl l'olsl:iﬂ;
out again because on this point there must be no ground for doubt whatever, Wha SV
was & declaration that a detenue wounld on release take no part in révolutionary a 1
ties would be an element to be taken into consideration, but this on the one hand w;glo &
not amount to a confession that he had taken part in such activities in the paatﬁan In
the other hand such a declaration could not and would not be accqpted by the ozeth;
ment as a ground for release without an examination of the whole c:l'c“mstan(];es Ohl-. out
case and the past record of the detenue. Now these words are carefully thoug will -
words and I have read them ont to the House on three occasions and hope the House
ive due attention, ¢ 3
g Now, Sir, let me dovelop the point I was about to makg. ].“t i8/said "h“f; t?ﬁﬁ
men are not revolutionaries and that they do not desire to commit violent acts, o
is the case, what I put before the House would seem to me to give them an opporwonlg
at any rate of informing the Government if that is really their view. Wbalt ivixew o
the House take where a man says: ¢ Yes, I am a revolutionary, You loc me | P.m,
do not care in the least, I desire to overthrow yoar Government by every mcansnmnoei
power. If you let me out, I will use a revolver if I can get it to overthrow y.ou.Put him
the House wish me to release & man who gnys that? (An honourable member : e L
on his ‘trial), Does the House really desire me to Telease a man who says openly
he is released he will do that ?

Pundit Motilal Nehra: Put him on_his trial and evidence from the admission of-
that man would gecur onviction right enough, s e

Bir A, Muddima%!: cNo :f;%n w;gll be BE foolish as fo makG' that st,ate_meﬂt ‘%r{zm
cumstances where 1 can use it in evidence against him, That isa point I desire to i DS!
before the Honge and on that I think the Government i entitled to ask what the v erwlo
the House in a case of that kind is, namely, where a man says frankly, “I am a revo :;
tionary ; 1 desire to overthrow your Government, I-desire to nse any means in my pow
to do that, If I can geta revolver, I will shoot the firet police officer I come across.

Pandit

\
- Madan Moban Malaviya: You have got Sections 108, 109 and 110 of the
Criminal Procedure Code,

Bir Alexander Muddiman :

I have put before the House a question of some impors
tance. I will ask th

e House to think over that question very seriously, I have defended.
Mr, Jinnah : s there any detenue, Bir, who has made that statement ?
Mr, President : Does the honourable member wish to give way 1 BT

Bir Alexander Muddiman : No, B8ir, when I was interrupted I wassaying L have
done my best to meet this resolution. 1t has been spoken to with ability in many parts
of the Houge, but no Bpeech has been of greater ability than that of Mr, Tonkinson
whose intimate conneotion with the Home Department, I desire to acknowledge to-day, had .
been of the greatest value and to whom I tender my congratulatione, Bir, | shall not
detain the House from Proceeding to its judgment by vote, {

Pandit Nehru's ‘Amendment Carried.

Division took place at 6 p.m. and Pandit Motilal's amendment was carried by
3 votes against 50 after which the House adjourned,

Official Bills.

The House re-assembled next on the 7TH FEBRUARY with an agendft
of official legislative business, At the outset, on the motion o I\‘-’ir. 21'1 ™
ney, the Assembly selected a number of members to sit on the Seleck
Committee to the Bill to amend the Indian Securities Act, 1920. :
Sir Alexander Muddiman then introduced the Bill amending the Prosi:
ency Towns Insolvenoy Act ¥ ""%+ud the Provincial Insolyency A‘"ta}gzo' -
Wi AQ T ' :
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Limitation Act Amendment..

The Home Member next moved for consideration of the Bill amending
the Limitation Act 1908 (amendment of article 182). He said that the High
Courts had expressed themselves in fagvour-of the changes proposed.

Mr. Doraiswami Iyengar, in opposing the consideration of the motion,
said he did so because he had failed in his honest attempt with the Home
Member earlier in the day to have the Bill referred to the Select Committee.
He gaid the Government were merely paying lip homage to the recommenda-
tions of the Civil Justice Committee. “The difficulties of litigants were not
so much in getting decrees but after getting them. Mr. Iyengar redd the
recommendation of the Committee in this particular and emphasised that
the Government had taken advantage of a small conditional clause to bring

before the Assembly this ha’penny ta'penny measure. Opinion was
for deletion of article 182 and not for this very minor change which he
feared would result in increasing frivolous applicatious by compelling the
decree-holder to be court-burnt, looking after execution of applications, This
was not the way to reduce law’s delays but to increase them.
: The Bill was then considered clause by clause. Discussion centred
round the motion of Mr. Doraiswami Iyengar for the addition to clause
five of the said article the following words : ‘' or the date of any final decree
passed in a suit directing refund of any améunt realised by a decree-holder
in execution of the decree. ” ;

Mr. S. R. Das agreed with the priocipal of the amendment suggested
and promised to bring before the Council of State the necessary amendment.
Thereupon Mr. Doraiswami Iyenger withdrew the amendment. The Bill
with a verbal alteration suggested by Moulvi Mohamed Yakub was then

passed,
| The Currency Bill.

The Home Member then announced the Government’s considered
decision to move for consideration of the Currency Bill relating to the
exchange ratio on March 7th.

The Home Member announced that “Government have given very
eareful comsideration to the question of further procedure on the Currency
Bill and have taken fully into account the views expressed by various
speakers in the course of the debate on January 26th. In order that their
position in this matter may be clear .to the House, the Government desire
to explain shortly the reason for the conclusion they have reached.

** Ag many hon’ble members are aware, the main features of the budget
have to be settled by the Government by the middle of January each year
and it is only under considerable pressure that the preparation of the detailed
estimates and demands for grants can be completed in time for the introduc:
tion of the budget on February 28th. The decision of the Asgembly to
postpone consideration of the Currency Bill last August, therefore, made it
impossible for the budget of 1927-28 to be prepared on the basis of any
ratio other than 1s. 6d. The effect on the budget of a reduction of ratio
to 1s. 4d. would, of course, be very considerable, but it does not in aby way
depend on the question whether final decision regarding ratio is taken
before or aiter the introdnction of the budget, Clearly the effect must be
the samg i1 either csse and as stated . ...3 Currency Commission in para

-
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207 of their report, the effect though it is not decisi_ve, cannot be ignored
in considering what the ratio should be if the House is called upon o come
to a decision on the ratio before the budget is introduced. The decision will
take place in the absence of facts and figures which are known to the
Government and are very material to the decision and should obv:o_us]Y bo
weighed by the House in coming to their conclusion, but cannot be disclosed
without a premature disclosure of the contents of the budget. 1i, on the
other hand, the budget is opened before the discussion takes place, the
House will have full knowledge of bearing upon the finauces of the country
on the decision they are called on to take and will be able to come to-their
conclusions both on the budget and on the ratio with a full unc.iersba.ndugg
of all relevant facts, No more and no less difficulty would b*’;‘ mvolve‘d'm
readjusting the budget figures and the proposals to 1s. 4d. if . giemslon
in favour of that ratio were taken after 28th February than if it were
taken earlier, In view of these considerations the Government have

decided to pull down the motion that the Currenecy Bill be taken into
cousideration 6n Monday the 7th March ”.

Bofore the Assembly adjourned till next day (for consideration of
Don-ofticial resolutions), the Selast Committee’s report on the Steel Protec-

tion Bill wag bresented amidst cheers. The following is the text of the
Report ;—

Select Comm. Report on Steel Protection Bill,

The Majority Repornt.

“ We have congidered the Bill and have now the honour to submit this our report
with the Bill as

A amended by usannexed thereto. At the outset of. our proceedings, we
considered six different methods of conferring protection on the steel industry ennmerated
. PATAgraph 94 of the report of the Indian Tariff Board regarding continuance of protec-
tion to the Indian steel industry, As a result of our digcussions, a great majority of us
were satisfied that only two methods were practicable in the present circumstances, F_l_rst
of these is that embodied in the Bill by which duties are imposed on steel of British
manufacture againgt competition from the United Kingdom and higher duties on steel
imported from other eountries, The second is a system by which uniform dutxeg would
be imposed on steel imported from any source, these duties being based on the difference
between fair telling prices for Indian steel and weighted average prices of imported steel.
In oider thag the difference between the two methods might be clearly brought dut, ':he
Commerce Department of the Government of India supplied us with amendments which
would be necessary in the Bill and its schedule, if it were decided to adopt weighted
average syttem withont increasing or diminishing the degree of protection given, The
Department also supplieq amendments embodying a modification of this system by which
certain classes of steel wonld become subject to (a) uniform basic duties and (b) uxiform
additional dutjeg and the Governor-General in Council would be empowered to modify

the_ additional duties (but not the basie duties) whether by way of increase or of reduction,
This modifieation

/ of the weighted average system removes one of the objections to which
it is Open, viz,, that it provideab 00 means bby which without legislation the amount of
Protection counld be reduoed

if a substantial increase in prices had rendered it altogether
excessive,

“ We discussed at length the , () differential duties with a lower -rate
on eteel of Britigh ma.n:factureaggglg?ngi;\é} ers;t(ea Zm steel not of British manafactiure angd
{b) weigh;ed average system Opened by the division of the duty on such qla_‘ss of steel
affected ‘into a pagie and an additional duty. A majority of s are of opinivn that the
firat of thege alternatives which is the scheme ad'opted in the Bill is preferable aud shounld
2;;2?1“".‘]' In arriving at this conclusion we have attached great weight to the principle
ihe OW::?;-llazi;};e gge?ﬂmblu 10 the Bill that a scheme of protection must have dus regard ‘to

18 community, We are satisfied that the economic interest of indis
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will be better served by the system of differential rates of duty on British and non-Brilish
gteel than by a Bystem which subjects all steel to-uniform rates of duty based on weighted
average prices of imported steel, A weighted average system of duties must be unsuitable
becanse change in the relative level of prices of British and continental steel would lead
to ehange in proportions in which steel made in India is gold in competition with steel
from either somrce, A more serious objection is that the price both of standard steel and
of fabricated steel would be raised unnecessarily owing to the higher duty on British steel,
As 8 result the cost of inportant public works involving the uee of large quantities of
steel would be increased. The manufacture of machinery in India would be rendered
more difficult and industrial development of the country would be retarded. It has been
urged that the weiglited average system at any rate diminishes the burden imposed on
users of steel, We do not consider that that claim is well fonnded. Of the classes of
steel to which the Bill applies differential rates of duty, the most important is steel bars
and in this case the difierence between the dutyvn continental bars proposed in the Bill
- and the duty required nnder weighted average system is no more than Rs, 2 a tom, To
that extent, price of steel bars would be higher under the differential system in Calcutta
and in any other area where Indian steel can compete effectively with imported stecl, But
in areas which are nearer to other great ports of India than they arz to Jamshedpur and
where consequently Indian steel is at a disadvantage, it is possible for importers to raise
the price oi continental steel bars to a point a little below the price at which British steel
bars could be imported under the weighted average eystem, This point is higher by
Rs. 9 a ton than it is under the differential system, We believe that if the differential
system is adopted the consumer of non-standard steel in any area in which Indian steel
cannot effcctively compete will not in fact pay a higher price than he would under the
weighted average system but a lower one owing to the reduction on the British steel,

% We considered but were unable to accept a suggestion for securing the welfare of
iabonr for the limitation of dividends and for preventing industrial concerns which enjoy
the benefit of protection from passing out of Indian into foreign hands, We think that
difficulties in the way of incorporating provisions of thig'kind in the Bill are insuperable,

% fHaving approved by a majority the principle of differentiation in certain classes of
stes]l between steel of British manufacture and steel not of British manunfacture, we
proceeded to a consideration of the details of the Bill,

% (Clanse 2: We congidered a suggestion that the Bill contained no provision for
the consequences which might follow a gubstantial decrease in the price of British steel
and we have amended Clause 2 (1) of the Bill in order to provide for this contingency.
1t is proposed by the amendment to insert in gection 3 of the Indian Tariff Act 1894 a
hew sub-section empowering the Governor-General in Couneil to increase but not to reduce
the duty chargeable on articles of British mannfacture if changes in prices are likely to
render ineffective the protection given to the Indian steel industry.

¢ Olause 3 : We have made an amendment in this clauee omitting words, as, accord-
ing to the clause, before the amendment, it would be impossible for the Governor-General
in Council without legislation to order a gemeral enquiry into the condition of steel
industry before the 1st of April 1933. We think this restriction is undesirable since
cirenmstances might be such as to render an enquiry imperative at an earlier date,

% In the schedule we have made an amendment in item 62 in Part 1V in Schedule IL

 to the Indian Tariff Act 1924 as amended by the Bill. Under this item as it stood, certain

kinds of steel bars which the Tariff Board considered should be subject only to s revenue

duty, beeawe subject to & protective duty, The effect of the amendment made is to
exciunde such bars from the scope of protective duty.

Minutes of Dissent.

Minnutes of digsent signed to the report of the Select Committee on the Steel Protec-
tion Bill are two. The one is signed by Mr, Jayakar, Lala Lajpat Rai, Mr, Shunmukham
Ohetti and Mr, Amarnath Duts, while the other is signed by Mr, Jamnadas Mehta, Mr,
M, N, Joshl and Mr, M, K, Acharya, The former minute gaye :—

“ We regret we have not been able to agrec with the scheme of protection as embodied
in the Bill approved by our colleagues, Though certain amendments have been made to
the Bill as originally introduced by the Government, yet the general scheme remains the
game, The main scheme of the Bill is to differentiate between steel of British origin and
non-British origin, The scheme has been criticised as s scheme of imperial preference,
but we wero assured that this is not really imperial preference but differentiation based
upon differences in the quality of steel imported, Even though we might be prepared %0
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' accept the assurance that imperial preference is not songht to be introduced tlgrough this
Bill, yet the fact remains that the difference in -duty which is sought to be imposed is
not based merely on the quality of goods but on the basis of the country of origin, We
think it very undesirable to accept any scheme of protective duties based upon the
country of origin of commodities imported. The acceptance of such a principle/in any
form is not merely unsound but it may lead to complications in future, ;

“ Though a greater proportion of continental steel that is imported into India does
not conform to British etandard gpecifications, it has not been denied that standal:c_l stegl
is manufactured in the continent aleo, By imiposing a higher duty on all continental
Bteel, irrespective of the fact whether it is standard steel or not, continental manu_facl'.nre

" of standard steel is placed at a disadvantage in the Indian market as cot'npa.red with the
position of British manufacture. Such a discrimination, in our opinion, cannot -be
justified anless India is prepared deliberately to adopt a policy of British preference,

; * Though we are assured that all steel manufactured in the United Klggdom conjg;ms
to British standard specification, yet it is not unlikely '_chat the Bn.msh manufactorer
taking advantage of the assured protection given to him in the Indian mar}iet for a
period of seven years may lower the standard of British steel. imported into this country,
This result-can be brought about either by deliberately lowering the stam'iard or by a
greater upe of semi-finished continental steel, OQur apprehensions in this respect are
confirmed by the remark of the Tariff Board in paragraph 104 of the report in which they
observed, ‘the present prices of imported British steel on which our proposals are I?aaed
reflects, to a very large extent, economies rendered possible by /the uge of se‘m_l-ﬁmshed
continental material’ 1n any case there is a likelihood that rejections of British manu«
facture may be sent to India in larger quantities, :

* These are some of onr main objections against the schere proposed by the Govern-
ment and for these reasons, we regret we cannot agree to that echeme, After carefully
considering the varjous alternative schemes puggested by the Tariff Board, we have to
come to the conclugion that a uniform duty based on weighted average system with &
basic duty which will not he altered for seven years wounld be the best in the circum-
atances. Under the scheme that we propose, there would be a basic duty c_:s:lcnlated upon
the present selling price of’ British standard steel together with an additional duty to

rotect Indian steel against continental steel which sells at a lower price. If prices of

Titish or continental steel increases or decreases, the Governor-General in Qounm} ig
given power to decrease or increage additional duty as the case may be. This modified
scheme that we propose will meet the main obiections nrged against the average weighted
Bystem a8 proposed by the Tarift Board, Our scheme differs from tbat suggested by the
Tariff Board in t

hat we have proposed the levy of a basic and an additional duty in the
place of one uniform duty

suggested by them and the additional duty that we proposed.
Would be levied upon a

11 steel irrespective of the country of ongin. By fixing a basic

‘duty for & period of seven years, the steel industry is assured a minimum protection

during this period and this would achieve the object of attracting fresh capital into the

steel industry. Power to alter the additional duty which we propose to vest in the Gover-

;?;;?:t?eral in Council will be an effective safeguard against any cxcessive or ineffective
d ﬂn.

"We are conscious of the fact that under our scheme, the price of Britieh standard
Bteel will be a little

; higher than the corresponding price under the Government Bill,
Though this may be considered to be a defeet inherent in®the scheme that we. pﬁODOEB,
We may urge that the additional sfeel burden on tbe user of British steel is counter
balanced by the lower price of continental steel, None of the alterpative echemes
Buggested by the Tariff Board can be said to be entirely flawless and, in our opinion, the
whemF that we have Proposed seems to be the best under the circumstances, We append
herewith a draft of tle Bill embodying the scheme suggested by us,”

Mr. Mehta’s Dissenting Minute.
The other

written by Mr, Jamnadas Mehta is opposed to imperial preference as

the othex" eection of dissentients, but they point out that the overwhelming majority of
People will refuse to countenance imperial preference in any shape or form x}ot“becauae
of any hostility towards the British people but becauge of deep-seated conviction based
on the painful experiencs of nearly two centuries that British imperialists and capitalists
are ab the bottom of a India’s trouble, IF the full results of the Board’s proposals of
d_iﬁcrentlal duties which are most in Lh(;.nafur(\ ol speculations materialise, they will
iﬁva = ”’." .i“"““‘-"y in the first four vears the least protection when it requirves most,
oreover, it imposes an intolerable and 'whol]y UNReCcossary burden of forty lakhg of

rupe : urd
pees a JEAr om the consumer of certain continental prodncts in Burma, Eastern Bengal,
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Assam, Madras Presidency, Central Provinces, ete,, without conferring the least benefit
on the Indian industry, Mr, Jamnadas says that the scheme evolved by his friends in
the minute of dissent was untried and if it did not succeed, the responsibility would be
placed on the shoulders of the Assembly. Mr. Jamnadas Mehta and Mr, Acharya
fayour the imposition of protective duties and payment of bounties as the only method of
protecting the indastry without unduly taxing the taxpayer. After a calculation of
different statistics, Mr. Jamnadas recommends that the present system of combined
duties and bounties is the best.

mr. Joshi agrees with this minute 80 far ag it develops the system of duties and
boanties combined, while Mr, Acharya agreed in entirety. They recommend that uniform
bonnties shonld represent the difference between a fair selling price and the higher ccale
of foreign prices. The bounty should be fixed from the amount recoverable from pro-
tective duties, Finally, Mr, Jamnadas recommends. that the Bill should be referred to

the Select Committee for the adoption of the above proposals,

The Tariff Board’s Recommendations.

Barly in January 1927 the Government of India in a communique published the

report of the Tariff Board announcing that they propose to introduce in the Delhi Session
of the Assembly a bill carrying out the main recommendations contained in the Report,
The Board recommended that Protection granted to the Indian gteel industry since 1924

" to be continued in a medified form for seven years till March 1923. The report of

the Board which conducted a statutory enquiry into the condition of the industry

embodied proposals for the imposition of differential duties and sabolition of the
system of bounties. Protection given to the industry in India had substantially
improved ifs poeition and the output of finished steel at the end of seven years
would be 600,000 tons while the cost of manufacture is expected to be reduced especially
after the Tecent and contemplated extensions and improvements ‘in Jamshedpur works,
But the prices of imported steel had fallen substantially and unless protection was
continued it would not be possible to manufacture and gell Indian steel in competition

with imported product, :

The Board condemns the system of bounties under which the steel industry would
have obtained from Indian revenucs about 209 lakhs of rupees till the end of March 1927
ag being less effective in preventing unfair competition, It does not suggest the adoption
of uniform duties because gnder it manufacture calenlated to discourage the British
standard of steel which is more reliable than Continental steel would be clearly undesira-
ble. It is regarded as probable that the prices of British gteel in future would be fairly
gtable but the course of Continental prices canpot be foreseen as numerons factors like
ecombines and unfair dumping aided by a depreciating exchange might come into play.
Therefore the Board suggests the imposition of a basic duty on all steel imported from
whatever conntry while additional duty is recommended on steel of non-British origin,

rolled steel as follows (—

The board reduces the present import duty on :
In the case of rails from Rs. 14 per ton plus bounties to Bs. 13 basic duty and no

additional duty.

Fishplates from Rs. 14 plus bounties to Rs, 6 minimuom bagic duty and no additional

“ duty.
Structural sections from Re, 30 per ton to Ra, 19 basic and 11 additional,

Bars from Bs. 40 per ton to Bs. 26 basic and 11 additional.
Galvanised sheets from Rs, 45 to Rs, 38 basic and no additional daty while the duty

oa plates ig raised from Rs. 80 per ton to Rs, 20 basic and 16 additional and black sheets

from Rs 30 per ton to Re 85 basic and 24 additional,

As regards fabricated steel the Board recommends in place of a 25 per cent. advalorem
duty a basic duty of 17 per cent., and an additional duty of Rs. 13 per ton. By the end
of seven years the Board believed the industry should be able to meet the British com-

petition withont the asgistance of any protective or revenuc duty. If the Continental
prices remain at their present level some measure of protection might still be required.
The proposed basic duties should be in force unaltered for seven years when there must
be another statutory enquiry but additional duties might be reduced or raised by the
Government withount reference to the Legistature during ghe period of protection if the
prices of non-British steel justify the change, The proposed duties though they involve
a distinct reduction in the existing duties should enable in the long run to reduce the
prices of steel to a level lower than at any period since the war, At the game time the
Board points ouf that the low level of duty om rails would be justifiable omly if the
Government arrange to purchase the whole of their req nirements of rails in India so far

as they ean Le produced in Indis,
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While giving this warning the Board is constrained to warmly retute tl!e allegstteigng
of the Tata Company that the Indian railways avoided the purchase of Indian ma ﬁl:d
because these allegations were not substantiated by evidence. ‘Tha .Boa.rd _haa satial
itself that differential duties are not impracticable from the administrative point of v e;v
and these are recommended as leading te an equitable -dlst.rlbntmn o_f burden oVe; t ('.;
different classes of consumers and based on purely economic grounds withont regar
political considerations. ; :

The Board after enquiring into the condition of the tin-plate industry similar;g
recommends for seven yeare a reduced protective duty from Res. 85 to Rs. 48 per itqn SR
it has ruled out the suggested diserimination of duty in favour of Wales since it 18 wi
the Welsh tin-plate that the Indian product has mainly to compete, 1F >

The Board's recommendations are all unanimous and the report is signed by Mr.
Ginwala and Messrs, Matthai and A, E. Mathias, members. :

e ™

Govt. Action on the Board's Recommendations.

On or about the 17th January the Government of India published a Bill providing
for continuance of protection toythe steel industry in British India and formally repealing
the 1924 Act, This Bill gives effect to the main recommend::xtion_a of the Tan_ﬁ Board
recently published after a statutory enquiry. The protection is by means of increased
duties on imports and not by grant of bounties on production and it will have effect
for seven years from the 1st April, 1927, to the 31st March, 1934, Tt is made clear, how-
ever, in the preamble and in clause 2 of the Bill that the hmlt-at.mz‘l o seven years
is applicable only to the rates of duty and not to policy of discriminating protection
itself, The Bill provides for s statatory enquiry in 1923-24 in _ordgr to ascertain what
ameunt of protection may still be necessary and the manmner in which it Woulq be oon}erred.

Following the Board's recommendations the Bill provides for the imposition of
differential rates of duty on certain iron and steel articles, with a basic daty in case of
articles of British manufacture and an additional duty in case of those of non-British
origin. - The Bill also gives effect to two recommendations of the Board made in earlier
reports. Both are closely connected with continuance of protection to the steel industry.
The first is removal of the duty on unwrought zine, The main object of this change is
to reduce the cost of manunfacturing galvaniz>d shest and consequently the amount of
protection it requires, The gecond proposal iz reduction of duty on block tin from 16
Der cent. ad valorem to Rs. 250 per ton, which has already been approved of by the Indian
Legislature by resolutions passed in February, 1926, Both these changes, namely,
removal of duty on unwrought zinc and reduction of daty on block tin, will not be
stbject to the ssven years' limit,

The existing protective duties on wire and wire nails are continued, but the Govern-
ment announced their intention of bringing before the Legislature in the Simla session
proposals for a continnance or modification of these duties,

Adjournmert Motion on Currency Bill.

Next day, the STH FEBRUARY, soon after the House re-assem-
bled_, the President annonnced that he had received an adjou}'nment
motion from My, S, Srinivasa Iyengar raising the question of putting off
the Currency Bill till after the Railway Budget had been disposed of and"
the general budget had heen presented. The President said that the deci-
s10n was announced only the day before and it was prima facie in order, but
he would like to heap objections. )

The Home Member submitted that the chair should watch very jealously
Whether the business of the House should he allowed to be disturbed very
.fre.q“e,“tl)’- The Government had a right to determine its own business and
1f_1t did not follow the wishes of tha House, it would prejudice its owh Gase
with the Houge. He submitted that the matter was not urgent and was
barred by rules as it would be anticipating the debate on the Bill.

Sir  Purushottamdag said that the motion of adjournment had the
strongest 0888 ever made out and was a matter of urgent public impor-
tance, particularly ag the Railway Budget was coming in the third week of

this mﬂntlg and the ratio would make a difference of a orore in expenditure,
)
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The President said that the chair was unwilling to accept an adjourn-
ment motion until a clear case had been made out. It did not lie in the
mouth of the Government to say that the matter was not of urgent impor«
tance as he thought its importance and urgency had been admitted by the
Government in considering this question at the meeting of the Executive
Committes. He accordingly held the motion in order (applause from oppo-

sition benches ) and fixed 4 p. m, for its discussion,

Amalgamation of Oriya Tracts.

Mr. Nilakanta DAS then moved for the taking of immediate steps for
putting or publishing schemes of puttingl all Oriya-speaking fracts under

one local administration.

Pandit Nilakantadas said that an amalgamated one administration would
be conducive to the interests of the people. He gave a short history of
the agitation to bring the Oriya-speaking people under one administration
and also how Orissa came to be attached first to Bengal and then to Bihar.
He recalled that under the Hindu Raj and also the Moghul Rule, the Oriyas’
identity was recognised, but it was under the British Rule that their
Zamindars were sold away for paltry sums to the people in Calcutta who
were absentee landlords. If Assam with practically the same population
and without a High Court and without a University could be constituted
into a Province, why not the Oriyas have an exclusive province ¥ However,
as long as the Oriyas were not brought under one administration, he would
keep an open mind on the question of the province they should be part of.
He would prefer to be part of Bengal rather than wash the fields of Bihar.
But even if Government in the last resort asked them to agree to all the
Oriyas being put under Bihar, they would accept it, but with a hope in the
future of trying their luck for an exclusive province for the Oriyas.

Mr. Gays Prasad Singh wanted the issue to be clear and moved an
amendment urging the amalgamation of the Oriyas with the present Oriszs
division of the Province of Bihar and Orissa and quoted from Mesers,
Phillip Duff’s report in support of his proposal. Orissa was backward and
gufforad from chronic starvation and would do well to remain with Bihar,
but if the Oriyas wanted to go out of Bihar, the Biharis would bid them
regretful but cordial farewell.

Mr. Rapga Aiyar’s amendment urging the redistribution of the pro-
vinces on a linguistic basis was ruled out by the President as materially
widening the scope of the original resolution. Mr. Ranga Aiyar quoted
Mr. Lionel Cuitis, the fore-runner of the Montiord Reforms, that the aim
should be the constitution of small provinces and all conditions laid down
by Mr. Curtis were fulfilled by the Oriyas. They would not have a federal
Indis on which Sir Frederick Whyte wrote at the request of the Government
of India without a redistribution on linguistic basis.

In windipg up the debate, Sir Alexander Muddiman said : If it was
intended to group Oriya-speaking tracts into a separate province, then it
vequired far greater enquiry aud closer scrutiny than had been so far made.
He was in great sympathy with Oriya-speaking tracts maintaining their own
traditions and civilisation. With regard to the suggestion that Ganjam
District should be transferred from Madras Province to Bibar and Orissa,
this involved referring the matter to the Bihar Council not as to the desir-
ability of the trausfer, because it was to be decided by the Government of

274
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India, but of the financial and administrative aspects of the QU-GStiOU- He
admitted that the present arrangements were not altogether satisfactory.
Personally, he thought that if after financial investigation, it was found that
the tracts could be conveniently transferred to Bihar and Orissa, he would
transfer them. Concluding, he said that the efficiency and convenience of
administration would be the determining factor and if it was found that these
two factors did not come in the way, tha matter would be sympathEtic“’:]]Y
considered. He, therefore, asked the mover to withdraw the resolution
which along with the amendment was withdrawn.

Administration of Santhal Perganas.

Kumar Ganganand Sinha then moved withdrawal of Santhal Perga-!_aas
District in the Province of Bihar and Orissa from the operation of Secticn
52-A and 71 of the Government of India Act of 1919 and the amendment of
the Schedule Districts Acts of 1874 so as to omit from it Santhal Parganas
occurring in part 8 under the head * Scheduled Districts, Bengal, of the first
schedule of the Act.”

Mr. Ramnarayan Singh moved an amendment suggesting the exclusion
of the Districts of Sambalpur and Santhal Parganas from the operation of
Section 52-A and 71 of the Government of India Act. He drew atten?ion
to the fact that either the (Governor-General or the Governor of the provinee

very little or knew very little of what was going on in these Distriota.
It was the Collector who was really a ruler and gave examples of what the
speaker called petty tyrannies of local administration. .

Mr. B. Das suggested an amendment to the above amendment urging
the inclusion of the District of Angul and withdrawal of Section 71 of the
GPVernment of India Act. Messrs. Nilkantadas, Gaya Prasd Singh and
Sidheswar Sinha spoke in turn up till four o'clock in support of the motion.

The Adjournment Motion on Currency Bill.

Mr. Srinivasa IYENGAR moved his adjournment motion at 4 p. m.
_Iyengar found no resson why the Finance Member -did not keep
18 promise. Last August the Gevernment wanted to take the country
by surprise and rush the Bill, but when the Assembly postponed it more
eurrency experts than Sir Basil imagined sprang up. Sir Basil dropped the
. 08 something hot, As the ratio would affeot the expenditure in
determ;ulng. the supplementry estimates, the Government must come
orward with the Currency Bill at once. The main purpose of the delay
seemed to him to force the Assombly to accept the Finance Member's
ratio. He, however, submitted that the ratio should be determined in

the permanent interests of the country and that Budget considerations
should not be brought in,

Mr,

Mr. JAYAKAR supported the motion. He accused the Governmeut
Ot flagrant breach of the promise of August last. The Finance Meml_)er
had t(}ld_them that the members would have an opportunity of discussing
the B_1§1 I a calm and cool manner and on its merits. i r

Sir Basil Blackett :— Will the Hon'ble Member actually quote " me ’ '
e . Jayakar said thig proposition was put forward by 1\11'-.1{3”13“_°h3m"r
onC Practically endorseq by the Finance Member, A small bird whispered

::;t:i) hlia ear that Si}' Basil wanted to follow the policy of divide and rule
Place the members on the horns of & dilemms by seetting up the
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. provinces favourably treated in respect of the remission of confribution
against provinces not so treated.

Sir Basil BLACKETT was pleased that the motion passed through
narrow meshes and was allowed by the chair as he was thereby enabled to
dispel the prejudice. The Government wers entitled to bring, in the
interest of India, the exact bearing of the ratio on the budget figures. The
policy of remission of provincial contributions was laid down by the House
and whatever the Government would do in this matter, it would not be
influenced by what the House did to-day. He heard the charge of trickery
and he asked what all this excitement meant, whether it foretold that the
House was being locked into expressing a final decision in blissful ignorance
of some important consequences that the advocates of 1s. 4d. were so despar-
ately afraid of discussing the ratio in the light of relevant facts and figures.
(Official cheers). He admitted the need for early discussion bub there would
be no serious damage done in the interval to the country by justifying the
adjournment motion, It was mnot challenged that the adoption of 1s. 4d.
would have disastrous consequences on the budget. (Voice : No. no).

Qir Purshothamdas THAKURDAS said: Ever since the 25th ultimo
when the House came to know that the Finance Member wanted to take
advantage of something in the budget, ths, House did not want that the
artificial support to that ratio should be made available to the Finance
Member. (Sir Basil Blackett and Official Members : “ Why )

Sir Purshothamdas Thakurdas:  Because the ratio is mnob to be for
one budget but for 50 budgets. (Applause). Are you prepared to guarantee
that under 1s. 6d. there will be no more deficits after you leave India or
are you anxious to balance the budget in your period of office irrespective of
the deluge that may follow when you have left ? What the country wants
is & correct ratio. (Applause). I say the Finance Member having wasted
16 million of gold resources of India, he (Finance Member) is afraid of coming
before the Assembly without an extra present, however, short and tem-
porary it my be.” Was it not a fact that never in the history of the Indian
Jegislature had any other bill been allowed to intervene till the House had
discussed and disposed of the Finance Bill? By putting the bill on the 7th
March the Government was stampeding the Assembly.

The Finance Member : “ No, Sir,”

Sir Purshothamdas : What is the good of saying “No,”. That is
what you are doing. Sir Purshothamdas further asked whether a commer®
cial budget like railways could be treated properly when the ratio would
moke & difference of a crore and a half in the railway revenue and capital

expenditure.

Mr. Jamnadas MEHTA said that the Government was blowing hot
and cold in the same breath. 1n August last Sir Basil wanted the Bill to
be considered “ now and here”. To-day he gaid,  there is no harm in
considering the Bill after a month. ” This was an insult to the intelligence
of ' the Assembly., If you regard the Bill as 2 matter of permanent import-
ance, then you should allow us to disones it now.

Sir Basil Blackett :— Hear, hear.

Mr. Jamnadas Mehta : You say “ hear, hear,” but all the same you

_are deaf. (Laughter.) You want uws to seftle the ratio question in the
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light of the figzures of a single budget. This is an unnatural method of
deciding the ratio problem.

Mr. Srinivasa IYENGAR, replying, said he was thoroughly unconvinced
by the arguments of the Finance Member. The plea of budget figures
was unreal for, irrespective of the budget, the Government had accepted
1s. 6d. and once the Government pronounced its decision it never changed
it even if it knew it was wrong. (Laughter). The Home Member's state-
ment promising consideration was ambiguous.

The Home Member: If the Hon'ble Member suggests that when I made
that statement I had made up my mind, he is saying what is not true.

Mr. Srinivas Iyenger accepted the contradiction. He challenged the
Government’s right to determine the course of business altogether indepen-
dently of the wishes of the House.

Sir Basil Blackett was glad to hear on the authority of the Congress
President that his Party would vote on the ratio on its merits and that the
press announcements that the Party had already decided to vote for 1s. 4d.
on political grounds was untrue. The Finance Member admitted that the
House must vote on the permanent ratio, but its effect on the budget could
not be slurred over and a clear idea of its effect on the next budget and
succeeding budgets could not be had till the budget was presented.

At 5-30 division was called and the motion was carried by 52 against

45. votes amidst loud cheers from non-official benches, The House then
adjourned.

Next-day, the 9TH FEBRUARY, the Assembly devoted its sitting to vote
23 supplementary demands for grants. References were made during the
1scussion to the difficulty caused by the ratio eontroversy and there was
aD nteresting debate on a token out raising the question of aviation.

Demands for Excess Grant.

- Sir Basil Blackett first moved the demand for the excess grant of over
8, 14.]akh_s under Posts and Telegraphs for the year 1924-25. He did
E}t;t. think it desirable to go into technical details and explain to the House

. © Teason for bringing forward this demand. The position was fully
xamined by the Public Accounts Committee.

charg‘:ﬁltegoa short discussion demands for excess grants for 1924:1925
Todie Archrev}enue under the heads Posts and Tele_gmphs, Survey _Of
Stock, Com M0MORYs Education, Civil Veterinary Services, Census, Joint
Sl P?Il‘lles, Superannuation Allowances and Pension Refunds were all
but did sy © Congress members cried “No” on all ‘these demands,
’11‘ 1ot press their opposition to a division. . :
he House then procseded to vote supplementary demands for grants.

Aviation Expenditure.

demand for R pplementary grants were voted. When & supplementary
1927 was 8'19”96“000’ In respect of aviation for the‘ycar ending 31st Mafc:h
certain infp?t, andit H, N. Kungru moved its reduction by Rs. 100" to e];m_l;
SiAtE T Ci-n]l_at-lon from the Government, Firstly, he askecj whethor civil
GOVErnmentm 18 was to ‘pe developed through private .enterprlse or by the
telegraphs ; ajcinglas bﬁmg done in the case of railways, telepholnes an_d
the agreement whiy(; whether the Government proposed to pubt a olause in

they would come to with a private company which

About eight su
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would carry on civil aviation that after a certain period it would be taken
over by the Government ; and thirdly, whether the Government would accept
the principle of giving employment to Indians in air service. These matters
were not clear in the memorandum which was supplied to him. He was
anxious to see that this demand which involved a question of policy should
be thoroughly discussed by the Assembly. He, therefore, suggested that
this demand should be brought up along with the budget.

Sir Purshottamdas Thakurdas as a member of the Standing Finanuce
Committee that recommended the matter being put before the Assembly
urged the postponement of the debate on this demand, firstly, because the
issues involved were very serious, and secondly, some members were not
in possession of the memorandum and they must weigh all facts fully because
expenditure would in future very likely go up to Rs. 25 to Rs. 30 lakhs.
~ + Mr. Chetti asked whether discussion could be conducted without the
House being supplied with a memorandum.

The President said this was not a point of order. The remedy lay in
the members’ hands by postponing discussion.

Sir B. N. Mitra assured he had not the slightest objection to adjourn-
ment and could, if the House wished, reply to the points raised by Pé,
Kunzru. The discussion was, thereupon, adjourned unanimously and the
House agreed to all the remaining demands for grants. Only in respect of
stationary, Mr. Jamnadas wanted to criticise the Calcutta Printing branch
for not supplying books but the President ruled it out of order. =~ The House
then adjourned.

Administration of Santhal Perganas.

On the 10TH FEBRUARY, the House reassembling, discussion was
resumed on Kumar Ganganand Sinha’s resolution urging the withdrawal of
Santbal Parganas Districts in Bihar and Orissa from the operation of sec-
tions 52(a) and 71 of the Government of India Act 1919.

Sir Alexander Muddiman said that under section 52(a) sub-section 2 of
the Government of India Act, powers of the Legislature were limited with
regard to putting into effect any law. He wanted a ruling from the Chair
whether the Assembly could discuss the amendment of Mr. B. Dass which
wanted exclusion from the operation of Saction 52 of the Act and not 71
thereof.

The President ruled that the Assembly could discuss the amendment
which was perfectly in order.

The Home Member referred to Santhal Parganas and paid a handsome
tribute to the services of Augustus Cleveland who at the age of 29 turned
the dangerous border into a district with peace and prosperity as was
deseribed on his memorial. Cleveland was one who, without bloodshed or
terror of authority, employed only means of conciliation and conquered the
entire population of Santhal Parganas and brought them to appreciate the
arts of civilised life. After the death of Cleveland, the admiuistration
there was conducted much on the lines laid down by him. What struck one
most was how greatly the administration in this part depended on particular
officers sfationed thers.

_ . The Home Member, continuing, said that the Santhals have very strong
mfilgemga system of village organisation and headmen were still powerful.
High middle class Hindus were only 16 per cent of the population, the rest
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being low class Hindus. While Santhals wers quite happy, it seemed fo
him that this resolution has bsen brought up in ths interest of emigrants
who would or could not get lands in thass Parganas as they did in other
administered districts. Sir Alexander Muddiman added that the fact
was historically proved that whenever it was attempted to introduce
ordinary law, there was unrest amoug Santhals. It was so in 1855 and in

1871 and there would be unrest again to-morrow if they affected the landlord
of the Parganas to tha detriment of original inhabitants.

Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar, supporting the motion, expressed his surprise
that even after three quarters of a century of British rule, the people ware
held in Arcadian simplicity. If it was a backward tract, then it was
monstrous to suggest after the lapse of so many decades that people should
continue to remain what they were. To imagine that by bringing any ares
under the regulation, disturbances would arise was a very sad commentary
on the system of British rule. Did the British Government want to keep
these richly endowed tractg deliberately as backward - tracts, in order to
show that India was a land of different levels? “ Egregious failure” would
be writ large on the forehead of the existing system by imperial posterity.

Dr. Moonji, supporting the motion, explained the defects in ecriminal
law and asked whether these laws contributed to the good of the people and
what harm there would be if they were changed on the lines of the law

in the rest of India, Much had been said of the admunistration by good
officers. [f the

( whole of India had been governed by good officers like, for
nstance, Sir Alexander Muddiman who was a very good man (loud laughter),
there would perhaps have been no need for the Assembly and Couneils.
The people of Bengal have been so much accustomed to terrorism that they
would not in the

: least mind terrorism for Santhalese if there was introduced
io their administration,

Sir Purushottamdas Thakurdas said the days of seouring peaceful,
Pérmanent domination of British rule were past and the ideal of officers
of Government should be to progress towards making self-respected and
contended citizens. The Home Membor's speech was a confession of failure
of the Britigh Government. Ha would ask whether the policy of keeping
oat Indians from Santhals was the same policy that was being adepted

against Buropeans. He told Mr, Shamuarayan Singh that he would rather
not develop coal mines than deprive the Santha

lese of the chance of progress _

for that reason. It was the clear duty of the House to vote for the re-
solution,

Mr. Donovan was cheered as he rose to intervene. He said that
Pergonal

experience of the Parganas was on the official benches. He‘for ono
knew the people in the western districts of Bengal Presidency during the

last twelve yegrs, They were a hard-working, sturdy race doing harvesting

for zamindars and landlords in Bengal districts but the Santhalese had never
been able to

3 hold themselves against these penple. The mover ‘of the
resolution, it appeared, wanted reform in administration not so much for
the S_&nt'_hnlose but for another race of pleaders ; for, who did not discern the
anguish in hig mind an

: d in kis face when Mr. Gangananda Sinha deplored the
paucity of pleaderg ? |

Mr. Ganganang Sinha : V : L T VU ’
defeots in the lav«;s tbg:; - Sinha: What 1 said wag that it was because of the

he peopls were not obtaining justice.
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Mr. Donovan: What is the good of having pleaders or engaging plea-
ders when the average annual produce per head was nine maunds ? .

Mr. Rangaswami Iyengar: What is the good of the Anglo-Tndian
Nawab ? [l o h

Mr, Amarnath Dutt : Save him from the spleen being ruptured.

‘Mr, Rangaswami: What good is justice to the poor man ?

Mr. Donovan: Only the man who could engage a pleader could get
justice as against & man who could not.

Mr. Rangaswami : Hardly a compliment to you, gentlemen.

Mr. Donovan : In my view there should be more special laws.

Mr, Rangaswami : Martial Law and no damned nonsense,.

Mr. Donovan : The people in Santhal Parganas are guileless innocents
aoder the mercies of money-lenders. The only way you can help the
Santhalese is by Co-operative Credit Society movement. The mover will
have an opportunity to show his practical sympathy for Santhalese on the
7th March when the Currency Bill comes up.

Dowan Chamanlal said as he heard Mr. Donovan, he felt tempted to
collect all handkerchiefs on Swarajist benches and run to wash the tears
flowing on hiz cheeks f{rom the feeling for the Santhalese. (Laughter). A
pleader could enter the Parganas even now to argue cases of value of over

Rs. 1,000. '

Mr. Donovan : How many of the Santhalese possess Rs. 1,000 ?

Mr, Chamanlal: If they don’t, it is because .of your damnable
aystem of administration. As for the system of slavery which you
complain exists thers, what have you been doing all these years of paternal
Government? Mr. Chamanlal next quoted a case where the Magistrate
remarked that the son who inherited father's property should also be
punished for the offence committed by the father.

Lala Lajpat Rai did pot mind Mr. Donovan’s speech, but was surprised
to hear arguments from a seasoned statesman like the lHome Member. If
the British system of administration could not be extended to Santhals, then
the British could clear out of the Parganas bag and baggage and leave thoss

people to their own system of Government.

' The Lala asked why ona policy was applied to Indians taking lands in
Parganas while tracts were cleared for plantation and other purposes when the
European wanted them, and the native of the land was turned out? (Hear,
kear.) If the Home Member believed in his arguments, why did he not
extend to the frontier Council Government? People of the frontier were
also backward, brave, simple and dreaded money-lenders, but in this case
it was imperial purpose that was to be served. Indeed, the official benches,
arguments appeared to him nonsensical. If the Santhalese had not the right
of occupancy, then the remedy was change of law in Bengal but not keeping
the Santhalese backward. The arguments used were those that appealed to
all despots. |

Mr., Joshi said that he was neither a lawyer nor a money-lender.
Therefore-his desire for the Santhalese heing given civilised form of Govern-
ment was not influenced by any professional considerations. It was said
that the Santhalese were kept nnder special regulations because the majority
of them were uneducated, that it was intended to keep them away from
f;hé -elutchea of money-leuders, that outsiders would dispossess them of their

aud and that they were addicted to the use of liquor. He asked whether
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the Governmant had taken any staps to remedy any of these state of affairs,
Why did not the Government educate them, bring special laws to eradicats
the drink evil or pass laws to save the people from money-lendsrs and stop
encroachments on their land? What was the good of using these argnments
when the object was suppression? Under the pressnt circumstances, it was
only fair that the Santhalese ba given the ordinary form of Government.

Mr. ANEY pleaded for the inclusion of Sambalpur under civilised laws.
He could not find any justification for the exclusion of this distriet when
Mandla which stood on a par with Sambalpur was included in the C. P.

Kumar Ganganand SINHA, replying to the debate, quoted from the
speech of the Hindu Minister, Bihar and Orissa Governmenf, who
said that the peculiarity of the position lay in that the law applied not to
men but to land. The unanimous fesling in Bihar could be judzed from
the fact that the entire non-official elemant of the Bihar Couneil including
the ministers solidly had voted for the proposition he had advocated.

The House then divided and by 50 to 40 votes passed the resolution as
amended by Mr. B, Das for bringing about the withdrawal of special laws from
Chota Nagpur Division, Districts of Angul, Sambalpur and Santal Parganas,

Enquiry into Indian Banking.

Mr. S. N. HAJI next moved for a commission counsisting of & majority of
.Indian members with an Indian chairman to examine the position of Banking
mst_itqt.iona, facilitios and conditions in India and make recommendations for
their improvement and expansion with particular reference to provision in
adeguabe appropriate form of capital or finance necessary for the development
Of industries and agriculturs in India. Mr. Haji, at the outset, explainad
thaq his resolution was more or less in identioal tsrms with that passed by tha
Ill.dlz'm Industrial and Commeroial Congress in Christmas last at Caloutta,

18 idea was not to restrict the scope of the Commission to industrial and
Commercial spheres only. Ha was prepared to include co-operative bank gs
well. Want of communication hetween capital and industries of the country
had been so remarkable that it was drawn attention to at almost every
Industrial Confaranca. Resolutions moved by Sir B. N. Mitra in 1919 in
the I.mperial Council and Prof. Kale in 1923 in the Council of Stats were
practically agreed to by the Government, but no committes was appointed.
The matter wag, however, raised by the External Oapital Committes which
had now strongly pleaded for an all-India survey into the banking conditions
aftex: ascortaining the opinions of the local Government and publicists. Thess
o-pinlons _ha.ving been reeeived and published a few days ago, now was the
time for metituting an inquiry. If further proof was needed for this enquiry,
there was the report of Hilton Young Commission which had said that
récommendation regarding Reserve Bank would be fruitful and the supr-
atrucpure of the scheme lasting only if there was proper foundation laid for
bauking throughout India. But what was the position? India could boast
of only 35 banks, while Australia had 2,000, Canada 4,000, Japan 6,000
and United Kingdom 9,000 and the Unitad States 356,000, The number of
8xchange banks in India had inereased during the last ten years from
o to 18 dealing now with 71 erares of rupees while joint stock companies
t;’;:fﬂed deposits of only 52 crores. Moreover, there was hardly any indus-
the Gbank worth the name. The indigenous bankers had been ignored by

vernment and the indigenous banker was the one bapking asset in this
36

|}
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country, to quote the language of the External Capital Committes. Some
‘scheme should be devised to co-ordinate the activities of indigenous bankers.

Concluding, Mr. Haji reiterated the language of the resolution for a
Commission congisting of an Indian majority with an Indian chairman in
order that the out-look of the commission might be national, although the
Government could appoint experts from England or any other couatry to
help them. _

Mr. V. K. A, IYENGAR, an official of the Finance department, who
was the Joint Secretary to the Currency Commission, quoted from the opinion
of an expert witness before the Committee, that a Central bank was the
best means of establishing a money market and without it & money market
could not be properly developed. This was his reply to those who wanted
banking facilities to precede the Reserve Bank. The American crisis of 1908
in this respect was an eye-opener. W hen he was gazing from the corridors
of the train at the lovely fields of France, the President of the Commission,
on being asked what he was thinking of, replied that if India would have
what his Commission was giving them, their labours would be a better land
to live in. The Reserve Bank Bill introduced recently was the fight of
the Commission. This bank would get into touch with banking and co-
ordinate policy in regard to control. The Govergment of India were also
collecting statistics of various indigenous banks in India. The Imperial
Bank had had to be given inducement to continue banking facilities. It
wonld like to know whers it stood in relation to the Reserve Bank and the
Indian tax-payer. The Government had already taken the best course in the
interest of India by moving for the establishment of the Reserve Bank which
would help to develop Indian banking facilities. The resolution of the
mover was thus, to borrow Sir Purshothamdas’s phrase, suggesting a most
unnatural course.

Mr. Vidyasagar PANDYA wanted not a packed commission like the
Hilton Young Commission which had to be boycotted by Southern India—
% commission which was concerned more with how Europe would be benefitted.
He wanted first of all that the Government should change its heart in the
matter of appointing commissions because invariably these have been very
unsatisfactory. Concluding Mr. Pandya bitterly complained against the
Madras Government in giving reply to the request of the Indian Bank for

being included among the list of approved banks for investment of funds by
loéal bodias,

Sir Basil BLACKETT admitted the importance of the subject of banking,
but there was already the Agricultural Commission covering a portion of the
ground of survey. It was impossible for the Government to create banking
babit in the people but it was growing and if the habit could grow further
then the Government could hope to some extent in improving banking
facilities : but the Government of India during the last few years had not
been idle in the mafter, They had given an immense fillip by war Ioans to
iiorease the babit of investment and after the war there had been loans
raised which were subscribed by the people, all for productive purposes
suchurailngys and irrigation. Morsover, the Government had increased
the popularity of Postal Savings banks and cash certificates with the
regult t;h?.?‘; there had been a quiet increase in banking habit among the
people. The reserve bank would complete the chain of connegtion between
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local bankers and the apex bank. If anything could be done in the way
of giving additional liquidity to the resources of these bankers and in-
creasing through them the habit of depositing, then very considerable advance
might bo made. ‘

On the question of banking education the proposal for an Indian
institute of bankers which had been before the country for two years was
very nearly an accomplished fact. The British Institute of Bankers had
been giving advice and assistance in the matter. The Government were
following the recommendation of the Exterpal Capital Commiftea in the
matter of changes in the Negotiable Instruments Act. He agreed with the
mover that there must be an enquiry but the question was whether it should
be by experts or by a small expert committee or by non-experts. It was
too early at this moment to appoint an enquiry committee for the Agricul-
tural Commission was already engaged in the investigation of facilities for
agricultural banking and such like matters. It was hoped that the Reserve
Bank would, through Co-operative Banks, use its influence for advancing
agriculturists,

Sir Basil Blackett, concluding, defined the Government's position by
remarking that when the Reserve Bank had been brought into existence and
the Linlithgow report was available, the Government would establish &
searching enquiry into the banking facilities of India and the best means of
Improving them. He rather doubted whether the House would like to

commit itself to the demand for a Royal Commission at this particular
moment,

Sir Purshothamdas THAKURDAS congratulated Mr. Iyengar on his
maiden speech but remarked that if Sir Basil charged Mr. Pandya of adver-
tising hiz Indian Bank, Mr. Iyengar had given a little publicity to what was
hear to the heart of the Finance Member (Laughter). Mr. Iyengar had
innocently misquoted the Governor’s strong evidence about the development
of money market. The reference was for creating a bill market for the
Reserve Bank. He wished the Government had done something to bring
India into line with other countries. The present banking facilities did not
touch the fringe of the messes of India who were served by great baunking
tommunities of Marwaris of Rajputana, Shikaris of Sind and Chetties of
South India. He regretted Dr. Hyder's wish to see these indigenous bankers
diminish. Rather would the speaker advocate that indigenous banking be
recognised and healthy check provided over it by giving these bankers
facilities so that they charged 7 per cent. The Finance Member need not

wait for either the report of the Linlithgow Commission or the Reserve Bank

Scheme to initiate enquiry for this purpose.
Further discussion was then adjourned and the Honse rose.

The Steel Protection Bill.

On the 14TH FEBRUARY Sir Charles INNES formally moved the con®
ration of the Stesl Bill as amended by the Select Committes. He had |
ept his promise of letting the Select Committee discuss the whole Bill in its
broadest aspect, '

The Commerce Member repeated the assurance on the floor of the
<0use which he had given to Mr. Jinnsh in the Select Committee regarding

he points mentioned in Mr, Jinuah’s minute attached to the report regarding
Wagons and heavy rails,

side
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Mr. Jamnadas MEHTA moved recommittal of the Bill to a Select Com-=
‘mittee. He said that the majority report of the Select Committee was really
# minority report, (Voice: Question) becausa the speaker was held up ab
the Railway Standing Finance Committse, The Select Committee had failed
to take notice of the emphatic opinion of “this house against imperial
preference. It was true that there was imperial preference all round. Occu-
‘pants of the benches opposite would not be there but for this preference
(laughter) and India was being used as a tool to enslave all countries of the
world,  This preference was without the consent of the legislature. They
could not willingly be a party to this preference. The Tariff Board’s proposal,
he maintained, was not a sound economic proposition nor did it give
adequate protection to the industry. The recommendation, moreover,
according to his reading of the report, was based on most speculative
plans and woald for the first four years be a precarious one. The Tata
Company would not be a paying proposition. This policy of just keeping
above water was against the policy of generous handling which would bring
about internal competition.

Mr, Jamnadas Mehta's third and conclusive objection was that the Tariff

Board had gone outside its scope in suggesting duty on continental steel
which two-thirds of India used and ‘which Tatas did not at all compete with.
Thus without the Tatas benefitting by a 1upee users of continental steel would
pay forty lakbs of extra cost merely to benefit British steel. The Bill was,
therefore, suspicions enough to be sent back to the Select Committee. He
advocated the adoption of a scheme of basic duty and bounty which
would equally be effective but cheaper and less burdenseme, They
would under his proposal save the consumer 40 lakhs of rupees by paying
25 lakhs in respect of bounties. This principle of supplementary bounties
was proposed deliberately by the Tariif Board themselves. Foreign import
of steel was seven lakbs of tons a year, the Tata’s produce being five
lakhs of tons a year. The Government would get 65 lakhs extra-revenue
from imported steel out of which 24 lakhs bounties could be paid easily.
Os the other hand, merely to benefit British steel and -raise additional
.revenue, the Government would impose 40 lakhs burden on the consumer
and also pocket 65 lakhs return from the proposed duty. Why increase
by 105 lakhs the Government revenue when production to the Tatas
-could be more cheaply given by the system of bounty, He read tele-
grams and resolutions from some parts of the country and irom inde-
pendent sgurces contesting the Tariff Board’s contention against - the
reliability of continental steel and affirming that exclusion of continental steel
would adversely affect the consumer and petty trade and particularly referred
to the opinion of Mr, Dogrej that continental steel was reliable and cheaper,

Mr. Shanmokham CHETTI acknowledged the help of the Commerce

., Member in supplying material facts and figures. He said the policy hitherto
pursted -bad been justified by results. = No less than 200 lakhs had been
paid in the form of bounty alone. Time bhad come to take a comprehensive
review of the situation. He maintained that all the six alternatives dis-
cussed by the Tariff Board assured adequate protection and the difference
lay 0,1"1)’ in the incidence of burden proposed by various schemes. If the
;ﬁoards scheme was not Imperial preference, why did the Board go out of
18 wey to rebut it, His knowledge of feeling expressed atthe Empire
Parliamentary Conference in Australis convinced him that the fiscal policy
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of neither Australia nor any other dominion was based on Empire. The
difference botween his scheme and the Gevernment’s was that while tka
former would protect Indian steel against all foreign competitors, the latter
gave protection also to British steel against continental steel. It was no
use trying to tell the Hcuse that Imperial preference was not proposed
as it had been deliberately provided that under no circumstances for the
next seven years was duty on British 'steel to be greater than the duty
imposed on continental steel. Supposing the position reversed and the con-
tinental steel became costly, then this would leave no alternative to cover
that development. This was definitely British preference policy. Mr. Chetti
finally declared that though he had held that the policy of weighted average
proposed by the minority was the best, Mr. Jamnadas Mehta had ‘'made
out a splendid case for reconsideration by the Select Committee. He had
no doubt that the steel industry would develop into a great national asset.

Mr. Arthur MOORE supported the motion for recommittal of the
Bill to a Steel Committee. He regarded the Tatas as an insurance
against war and must be protected. It was significant that in South
Africa the Steel Bill was in charge of the Defence Minister. They
wanted to protect but also wanted to know the cost of protection. He
was surprised that every time the Tariff Board reported it recommended a
new scheme. In 1924, they proposed a system of weighted average and in
1926 a bounty scheme. The speaker favoured keeping on to the bounty
scheme or going back to 1924 system of weighted average. -He was surprised
that the Tariff Board should have argued that considerations of public safety
required the exclusion of soft steel. This was the business of engineers and
customers and not of the Tariff Board or of the Government. Such argu-
ments should not be used in a scientific examination of the subject. If the
Tariff Board consisting of Indian personnel had recommended imperial
preference, he would have welcomed it : but they were told that it was a
question of cold economics. Had any consideration been paid to the .
growing stability of the mark and the franc and other continental currencies g
When the customs authority imposed duty on the basis of the country of
origin, it was preference, not protection. (Hear; hear). “We cannot
surreptitiously do this. I am convinced that India and Great Britain,
at any rate India and Lancashire, can ultimately come to an agreement against
unfair foreign competition. For the sake of this puny and equivocal proposal,
let us not interfere with that prospect. I would ask the Governmeat to be
mindful of the future and thick of the issue before us to-day in that light.”

Mr. G. D. BIRLA congratulated Sir Charles Innes in being able to
capture the leader of the Independent Party in this matter. England also
manufactured pon-standard steel and yet that product, because it was British,
was recommended for a lower duty. On continental non-standard steel.
the consumer was compelled to pay a larger price. Thus, even on economio
grounds, the Bill was very unsatisfactory. Semi-finished continental articles
had already to be used by Britishers and Sir Charles Innes, in: & nota
supplied to the Select Committee, had admitted the danger and that rejec-
tions had found an outlet in preferential markets of the United Kingdom.
By making India one of such markets, they would make Britishers dump.

Sir Charles INNES was applauded by official benches as he rose to
reply. He said that the issue really was whether the Bill should be sent back
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to a Select Committee. Mr. Chetti's minute was temperate, but that of
Mr. Jamnadas exuberant. The reason was that the latter was mnot present
at the Committee’s meeting. Both Mr. Chetti and Mr. Birla were not
enthusiastic about Mr. Jamnadas’s proposal. When Mr. Chetti’s amendment
came before the House, they could discuss it on merits in the light of
criterion laid down by the House that a scheme of protection should be
consistent with the well-being of India. Touching Mr. Jamnadas's argu-
ments, the Commerce Member admitted that the Board’s scheme was specu-
lative ; but it had to be so in view of the fact that it had to take a long
seven years view of the situation so that fresh capital may be attracted into
the industry. The Tariff Board was a highly expert body and the estimates
produced by its eight months’ enquiry were the best that could be had and
Mr. Jamnadas, even though he calls them speculative, had used them. As
for the precarious position of the Tatas, the Board had made a greater
examination than Mr. Jamnadas.

Proceeding, Sir Charles Innes explained that when bounty was given
to the Tatas for two years, it was to save that company. It was given to
ouly one company now. However, they. were trying to work out not ior
two years, but for seven years and therefore bounties would be an unknown
liability while the source of income to pay for bounty would certainly go on
drying up. Secondly, there would be definite discouragement to fresh
capital coming into the industry under the schemé of bounties. Then again
Mr. Jamnadas proposed excessive protection of five rupees per ton while,
ander the Tariff Board’s scheme, the Tatas could vary their production
according to the requirements of the market. :

Concluding, Sir Charles Innes put it to the House whether it was nob
impossible for fourteen to fifteen amateurs now to sit down and try to work
out details of the bounty scheme. They would have to refer the matter back
to the Tariff Board who would raise numerous ohjections and if the Govern-
ment proceeded with Mr. Jamnadas’s scheme it would ha ve no expert autho-
rity behind it. Then again, the state of business was congested and there
would be confusion if they were found on the 31st March to be without
legislation to follow that already on the Statute Book. “We have as the
House is aware done our best to make effective the policy of protection of
thig industry. I would urge the House to be most careful to voting for a
proposal which gravely imperils the future of the industry.” '

Further digcussion was then adjourned till Wednesday the 16th February.

Indian Registration Act Amendment.

Next-day, the 16TH FEBRUABY, the House met to transact non-
official business. After questions Mr. C. Duraiswami Iyengar moved that
the Bill further to amend the Indian Registration Act 1908 be referred
to a Select Committee with instructions to report on or before the ‘lsb
March 1527.

Mr. Dunnett pointed out certain legal and administrative difficulties
which.will arise if the principle of the Bill was accepted.

Sir Hari Singh Gour moved the circulation of the Bill to elicit opinion
$0 which the House agreed.

Ind an Succession Act Amendment.

iy Maulvi Ma_homed Yakub next moved that the Indian Succession Act
sudment: Bill be referred to a Select Committee. The object of the
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Bill is to provide whether certificate can bs applied for or granted in respeck
portion of a debt. It is intended to give effect to the Calcutta High Court's
view, ,
Sir Alexander Muddiman, in moving for circalation of the Bill to elicit
opinion, said this was not an urgent matter. There were conflicting decisions
which must be given further time for consideration by the public.
Mr. Yaqub agreed to the circulation which was agreed by the House.

Societiess Registration Act.

Mr. Kelkar moved for the second reading of the Bill smending the Socie=
ties Registration Act with a view to include political bodies and associations.

Mr. Kelkar paid a compliment to the usefulness of the Act and instanced
its narrow operation by pointing out that the Servants of India Society was
refused registration not in one but in two provinces. If Mr. Gokhale had
started a society of domestic servants and training for governesses, the society
would have been admissible for registration, but bacause Gokhale wanted the
society to train a future governor (laughter) it could not be registered.

Dr. Gour, while agresing with the object of the Bill, found some technisal
flaw caused by the ambiguity of the expression * public utility ” and moved
for a Select Committee.

The Home Member assured he was very anxions for dissemination of
political education and desired to help the societies to do that. The
object of the Bill, however, he thought. was to help missionary bodies
like the Servauts of India and others to have a corporate existence to hold
property and have other advantages of incorporation. This, he thought,
could be secured even now under the Indian Companies Act 1913, Had this
been tried ! he asked.

Pandit Hirdaynath Kunzru said they had not registered the Servants of
India Society under the Companies Act, but it was registered under the
Charitable Societies Act, The Home Member agreed to the principle of the
Bill. Mr. Kelkar expressed his inability to dispel Dr. Gour's dense ignoranoce.
No self-respecting political body would get itself registered under the Com=
panies Act.

The Home Member, replying, said that he was surprised that any slar
should be held to attach to registration under the Companies Act. The
European Association and the Religious Catholic Association of Sonth India
were, for instance, registered under the Companies Act and they were
respectable bodies. Mr. Kelkar's speech had only confirmed “his view
that instead of looking to the antiquated Societios Registration Act,
the better alternative was to register under the Companies Act. He would
not, however, oppose the Bill but if he was told by legal advisers that the
provisions of the Bill were unnecessary hs would take up a different attitude !
in the revising chamber.

Dr. Gour’s motion for a Select Committes was defeated and the motion
for gsecond reading was agreed to. When clause 2 was put to vote, Mr.
Srinivass Iyengar expressad his opinion that political associations and.
societies could mnot be rvegistered under the Companies Act, that they
would prefer a compendious provision of the Societies Aot to the elaborate
machinery of the Companies Act, A limited company must have a share
capital which these associations could not be expected to have. Maoreover,
there would be complication in their having to submit sccounts and having
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them supervised. Personally, the speaker was opposed to any politieal
association being registered under the present system of (Government but
those who wanted to be registered should be permitted by Iaw.

Mr. Kelkar’s Bill was then passed without amendment. This is the
first non-official Bill to be passed by the third Assembly and that without

dissent.
Land Acquisition Act Amendment.

Mr. Kelkar also moved for the circulation of the Bill amending Land
Acquisition Act 1894, It was intended, -he said, to minimise iniguity and
consequent discontent which marked the operation. of the Land Acquisition
Act. He wanted the Assembly merely to bless the measure so that opinicns
of interested persons and public bodies might be ascertained.

The motion for circulation was carried.

Criminal Law Amendment Act.

Sir Hari Singh Gour moved the consideration of his bill to amend
and rtepeal the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1908. He recalled the
history of the case. It was Mr. Patel now in the chair who first un-
guccesefully moved thg old Imperial Council and was followed by Mr. Sastri
i the Council of State in 1921, Sir William Vincent, then in accepting the
motion, stated that by that Government prestige would enhance and not go
down. This, Sir William added, was the effective reply to the critics that
the Reforms were sham. He hoped that the present Home Member
would reciprocate those feelings. The Repressive Laws Committee’s
report was then accepted by the Government en bloc but effect was
not given to them fully, Both Mr. Patel and the mover brought forward
motions repealing the Bills which, though passed by this House, were re-
jected by the Upper ‘Chamber but they were not daunted and he had come
to the new Assembly to make it express its view on the subject, Any local
Government could declare any association unlawful and there was no judicial
check and & person who was a member of that association would be simply
handeuffed and sentenced. “ What country, I ask, subordinates its judiciary
to the Executive in the manner it is done by part 2 of the Criminal Law
Amendment Act of 190897 His bill was a diluted measure. It did not
proposed total repeal and met all reasonable objections of the (rovernment;
It gave the right of appeal to persons convicted under this special law. It did
not modify the executive powers relating to non-British subjeets and merely
“extended protection of the Habeas Corpus Act to British subjects.

After s fow members had spoken the House adjourned.

The Steel Protection Bill.

Nest-day, the 16TH FEBRUARY, after interpellations, the adjourned debate on
the Bteal Bill was resumed. Mr. JINNAH who epoke first referred to Mr, Birla's
remarks on Monday and eaid he would not take notice of them. The question before them
wae if realiy, as alleged by Mr, Jamnadas Mehta and Shanmukbam Chetti, the Bill
waé imperial preference, If it was and if it was against the interests of India, the speaker
wonld he the first to oppose it; but it was mnot imperial preference, To his mind,
imperial preference was imposition of unfairly lower duties on British steel so as to
veduce British prices in India, Here it was nothing of the kind, Mr, Jinnah then
vénd the report of the Joint Uommittee of Parliament on the Government of India Bill
and the conditions laid down for the fiscal policy of India by that body which had
#aid that np scheme of imperial preference ought to be adopted which has not behind it
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the sanction of the legislature, This, the speaker thought, ought to be made clearer
by the Government. Continuing, Mr. Jinnah referred to Mr. Mehta's oriticism that the
measure was speculative in its tendency and remarked that every hypothetical pro-
position was sach., Was not Mr. Jamnadas Mehta's amendment suggesting bounties an
eqnally speculative proposition ? The truth was that they are embarrassed as it smacked
of British imperial preference, He wonld prove that the so-called preferenca to British
steel was in the interests of the Indian consumer, British steel was now availabla
in India at Rs, 120 a ton as against. Rs. 111, the price of continental steel. The
latter was due to fluctuations in exchange and severe dumping in India. That was
unfair. If they did not impose additional duty on British steel it was not for favour-
ing British manofactures but intended to save India. If they imposed heavier duties
on British steel, British steel prices in India would be sold at higher prices which
the Indian consumer had to pay. That would mean Rs, 48 lakha, Moreover, the--
Tatas themselves who wanted protection only to steel at 12 would further raise their price
to the detriment of India, but as soon as contitental disadvantages disappeared additional
duties on continental manufactures would be withdrawn. If thisis the interest or

Tndia, said Mr, Jionah, are you going to oppose it merely because this is preference for
the British {

Pandit Motilal : Yes, It is the thin end of the wedge,

Mr. Jinnah: I will have even the thin end of the wedge if it is in my interest,
If it is to oppose even when in the economic interest of india, then I stand here alome
to support the scheme and you go into the other lobby.

Continving, Mr, Jinnah said his first point was that 90 per cent of the continental
sbeel that came into India was non-standard and he quoted figures to prove it. Thus
on the principle of different qnalities they would be justified in impoasing differential
duties, Becondly, wounld they not impose duty if it was the case of dumping and
unfair competition? The figures showed that continental stesl which was dumping
bad doubled within the last four years, Continuing, Mr, Jinnah-said the bounty
Bscheme was condemned because with the growth of industry imports would decrease

and with it brotective revenue would deerease while bounties would increase, (At this
stage Mr. Jinnah was reminded

by the Cbair that he had already taken an hour and
8 half and at this rate if dozen other members spoke there was no chance of the
Steel Bill being passed by the 3ist March,) Mr. Jinnah explained the peculiar posi-
tior-z in which he was, for he had to defend the position taken by him against &
majority of non-official opinion expressed against the Tariff Board's proposal, A great
deal of misapprehension on the subject had to be removed, He agreed that Sir Charles
Innes should make it clear that there was no question of imperial preference at all and
that the differences between the two scales were due to differences in quality and &
desire to secure minimum protection with the minimum burden on the consnmer, Every

Protection must bring additional revenue and it must g0 into the Government pockets,
Where else would

it go? He did not want to impute motives but Mr. Birla's objections
showed to the epeaker that the cry was for the middleman's profit which would be

circumscribed under the Tariff Board's scheme. Recommittal would prodees no resalt a8
the Government

¢ could never act without referring the matter back to the Tari® Board
if any o_ther scheme was to be adopted, In any case, the House was to decide and instead
of wasting time let them

. decide between the three schemes before them beoanse even it
the Seleot Committee made Mr. Chetti come with

sk & majority, Bir Charles Innes “wounld come
up with his amendments,

Pandit Motilal NEHRU
Jinnah’s speech which related ¢
trae that the scheme of the

Principle of conceding prefere

said that he would confine his remarks to that part of Mr, |
0 the question of imperial preference. He said : “ If it is
bill involves the prineciple of imperial prefercnge or of the
nce to Britain, then 1 may say here and at once that'
whatever the developments of the bill, whatever the boon to the Tatas, I bave absolutely
20 sympathy with the bill. 8o long as Britain is favoured against any other country of
the world, I eay it is preference. Now it is only a auestion of Britain being entitlsd
to hetter terms ou account of supply of better goods, but what wounld happen when she
8ends out cheaper goods? By this process she wonld exclude other countries from Indian
markets, s not this the thin end of the wedge?"® He had no faith in the Government
shatemm}t that the bill did not amount to imperial preference, He was as a rule a
great disbeliever of assurances from official benches. He agreed that additional daties
Were imposed with & view to protect the Tatas, but the bill also imposed a discriminating
O?g on continental goods in the interests of Great Britaln alone, He instanced the canes
ol adras and Rangoon where the Tatas' goods had mot reached and would nob resch

8 long time to come where under this bill British gooda alone were to heneflt. There.

37
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fore, the bill weuld operate at least in some great ports of India as protection to British
goods and would bave nothing to do with the protection of the Tatas, If once the
principle of imperial preference or of preference to Britain was recognised, it would be
impossible to get rid of it. He, therefore, suggested that the bill be recommitted to the

8elect Committee for consideration, 2

Sir B. N. MITRA emphatically declared that the House was not being asked
to vote on imperial preference, They had sufficient data before them to come to
& definite decision, His reply to Pandit Motilal Nehrn was that the Tatas would have
gradual access to the parts where now they did not compete with continental steel- 8ir
Charles Innes had not uttered a threat; but having a special interest in the industry,
the Commerce Member had spoken the language of a plaint, The speaker had visited
" Jamshedpur and had not found labourers so well looked after in any other industrial
gentres as at Jamshedpur, He warned the House against any action which wonld break
up this happy colony. :

.~ Mr, JOSHT said Mr, Jinnah had thundered for long, There was in it more sound
and fory than argoments and the dust raised bad clouded the issue, He opposed the Bill
a8 he did not want the Government of India to have any financial benefit out of the
scheme of protection, He urged the nationalisation of the industry or failing that
payment of a bounty from increased income-tax; but the House was not democratic enough
to entertain them, He wounld lemst of all have preferred a scheme of combination of
duties and bounties, Labour at Jamshedpur was not as happy as 8ir B. N, Mitra bad
painted it. Housing conditions were gtill backward, He was for recommittal,

Mr. M. R, JAYARAR confessed that the Bill was not imperial preference in
the sense that the same quality of British steel as the continental was preferred ; but
there wers fwo or three elements which gave away Mr.'Jinnah's case, For instance, the
Tariff Roard had taken it for granted that British sleel prices were unalterable, while
gontinental prices were alwaye slterable, By what process of sifting of evidence, this
gonelusion was arrived at be could not say, Then there was cheap mild eteel which was
not supplied by the Tatas and still even that commodity was subjected to this imposition,
1n other words, they said to the consumer :—% If you want continental steel you shall
pay a higher price.” Continuing, Mr. Jayakar averred that this dictum was not only penalis-
ing the Indian consumer, but was also strangling many an infant industry depending for
jts taw material on the continent. Proceeding, Mr. Jayakar referred to Mr, Perin’s
fnterview to & Bombay paper where he made no secret of the fact that this Bill was
nothing short of imperial preference. Mr, Perin, said Mr, Jayakar, was a great engineer
of undoubted ability and experience and his expert view could not be rebutted even by
the onposition benches,

Proceeding, Mr, Jayakar said that he could understand the people asking for
jmperial preference in Empire interest; but then it was a caee of “ Heads youn win
and tailg we lose,” The Empire burdens were shoved on India’s head, but privileges were

. denied, 1t was for respectful members of the Empire to put forward this plea and not
ror India, Mr. Jayakar conclnded with & reference to the numerous telegrams and
fepresentations from affacted merchants and consumers to the Commerce Deparment of
the Government of India protesting against this unfair preference shown to British goods

to the detriment of Indian consumers,

Motion For Recommittal Lost.

It was now 4 o’clock and the House accepted closure of the debate and
dividine on Mr. Jamnadas Mehta’s motion to recommit the Bill to a Select
Committes rejected the motion by 61 votes against 50 amidst official applause.

Bill Taken into Consideration.

The House then took the Bill as reported by the Select Committee into

eonsideration.

Mr, Bhanmukham OHRTTI now moved his amendment and replied very briefly to the
salient pointe by Mr. Jinnah, He said (he scheme propounded in the minority report was 2
modified avstem of protection and whatever disadvantage there was in it, it was more than
fonnfer-balanced by the lower quality of continental steel, They must arrange their
tariff in cuch & way as not to penalise the consumer of continental steel, Under the
minority schems conaumers of continentsl stesl would be under a digtinct advantage, The
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Government Bill was secking to give protection not to Indian steel but to British manu-
factured steel,

Sir Charles INNES, in replying on behalf of the Government, said he was not ~asking
the House to accept a general scheme of imperial preference nor anything which was
against the economic interest of India ; but he was only asking the House to accept the
recommendation of the Tariff Board, which the Government was convineed was in the
st interests of India. He eaw the force of the argument that this wquld' be dlsc_rimlnatq
Protection ; but there would be no serious difficulty in ma.l;ing discr_immat.xon. ! This wounld
Bive Indian steel adequate protection and help the economic well-being of India, Proceed-
ing, Bir Charles Innes said the Assembly would unnecessarily hamper t.he_ dev:lo;:_men_t of
industries if they unnecessarily raised the value of standard steel, India did not infringe
in any way the most favoured nations treatment if she showed preference to British steel
but continental steel was non-standard steel and was not safe to be. used on bridges, } So
excepting the fact that the Government scheme made differentiation as regards the origin=.
of produce, there was no other objection, He pointed out that by lowering the duty om
British steel, they wouald not bring one single ton of British steel more than at present.
On the other hand, they would be indirectly encouraging continental steel to come in at
8 lower rate. The Government scheme was more favourable to encouraging the Tatas’
industry and more favourable to the consumer than the scheme proposed by Mr, Chetti,
Further discussion was adjourned till Friday the 18th February,

The Railway Budget—18th February 1927,

On this day Sir Charles Innes presented the third Railway budget under
the scheme of separation of Railway budget. This was also his last budget.
He had the ear of the House for half an hour as he summed up his tale ending
with a feeling of sober optimism that estimates for the next year may not
be again belied by cireumstances beyond human control and that the counrse

of events may be more even., He was applauded by all sides when he
resumed his geat,

_ The followin
introducing the

I rise to pre
& Certain sense of

g is the speech of Sir Charles Innes, the Railway Member, in
Railway Budget of the Government of India for 1927-28 ;:—

sent the Railway Budget for 1927-28 and I confess that I do so with
embarrassment, For, after having made one farewell speech on the
Bailway Budget, it is awkward to have to make another, I can only plead that my
predicament is not one of my own seeking, and for that reason I feel that I can elaim
the sympathy of the Houge,

2, As usual, the Budget which T am presenting is not ‘merely a departmental
compilation, In preparing it we have had the assistance of the Standing Finance Com-
mittee for Railways, we were handicapped this year by the fact that the Standing
Finance Committee for Railways naturally went out of existence when the last Assembl
was dissolved, and that this House was not able to elect a new one until January 25th
last, Thus, we were not able to spread the examination of the figures over a period df
several weeka as was the case last year, But wben the Committee was constitnted, Mr,
Parsons lost no time in placing the Budget before it, and I understand that at considers
able sacrifice of personal convenience and by dint of much hard work, for which we 0we
them grateful thanks, the Committee was able to make a very thorough examination of
the Budget, In the Budget papers which will shortly be circulated, Hon. Members will
find some changes which I hope they will appreciate. In the first place, we have pre-
Pared the statement of railway revenue and expenditure in foolscap instead of octavo
form, We have made this ehange because in the Budget debates of last year there waa
Eome complaint that the figures could not be studied withont an undue strain on tha
o°yes, Becondly, a featura of the Budget papers this year is the provision of maps and
dmgrame, We have appended to the explanatory memorandum a Railway mwap of India
Which will enable the Hon, Members to see at a glance what new lines we propose to -
foostruct, and what new lines we propose to survey, Then in the pink books will be
ound a gketch map of each Railway system showing exactly how we are developing and
w‘;:;chwe. hope to develop the system, In addition, one book contain a diagram

B ives full information as to the guage of each extension, ite length and cost and

% we hope to make in each of the mes b years, Our object of course is to
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enable Hon, Members readily to grasp what our programme is for the extension and
development of the Indian Railway system and to see whether we have made provision
for particular new lines in which they may be interested,

As this Assembly is8 a new Assembly some Hon, Members may not be aware of the
practice we have established in the last two years. It is the custom now for Hon, Mem-
bers, when they give notice of motions for reductions, to add a few words to indicate
‘the nature of the snbject they wish to bring up for discussion. This procedure is of
great assistance to the House gemerally and to Government Members in particular, and
1 should be very grateful if it conld be repeated this year,

3. Faull explanations of the figures in the Budget are given in the Budget Memo-
randum, in the explanations attached to each of the demands for grants and in the pink
books for individual railways. Following my wusual custom, therefore, I propose to
confine myself to a brief review of the more important figures, and to some account of
the more important activities of the Railway Board and the Railway Administrations,

Financial Results of 1925-26,

4, I need not spend time over the actuals of 1925-26, 1t was a good year for Rail-
ways though not as good as 1924-25, In my Budget speech last year, I told the House
that we expected to have a net surplus (that is, the gain from commercial lines minus
the loss on strategic lines) of 877 lakhs, and that we expected that we shounld transfer
532 lakhs to General Revennes and 345 lakhs to Railway Reserves, Actually, we did a
little better than we anticipated. I will not go into the figures in detail, for they are
given in Administration Report for 1925-26. But in the result we transterred 549 lakhs
to General Revennes and our Reserves benefitted to the extent of 379 lakhs. The return
on Budget lines in 1925-26 was 5°31 per cent., and if this fignre is not quite so good as
in the exceptionally prosperous year of 1924-25, when the return was as high as 5'85
peracfrs,, it is better than any of the other post-war years and better than it wasin
191 . » '

Revised Estimate for 1926-27.

5. 1am sorry to say that I cannot give as favourable an account of the probable
financial results of the current year, We budgeted on commercial lines for gross receipts
amounting to 10258 crores and gross expenditure, including interest charges, of $2:13
orores, That is, we counted o» a gain from commercial lines of 10'45 crores and deduct-
ing an anticipated lost on strategic lines of 174 lakhe, on a net purplus of Rs, 871 lakhs,
On the bagis of these figures, we expected not merely to be able to pay oar net contri-
bation of 601 lakhs to General Revenues but algo to tramsfer 270 lakhs to our own
Reserves, But we now know that our budget figures are not likely to be realised. We
now estimate that our gross receipts will be 98°31 crores or 4 and one-fourth crores less
than our badget estimate, and that our total charges will be 90'56 crores, or 157 lakhg
less than our estimate and that the gain fiom commercial lines will be 775 lakhs instead
of 1045 crores, The loss on stategic lines is now put at 181 lakhs instead of 174 lakhs,
and the final result is that we now expect a net surplus of 534 lakhes instead of 871 lakhs,
The net contribution payable under the Convention to General Revenues is, as I have
said, 601 lakhs, We expect, therefore, to have to draw on our Reserves to the extent of
7 lakhs to enable us to pay dues to General Revenue, As Clause 4 of the Co nvention
shows, that is the primary purpose for which the Reserves exist, i

6, These figures are disappointing, but I confess that I take a philosopheal view
of them, It seems at first sight & serious matter that we should have to cut 4 and one-
fourth crores off our budget estimate of gross receipts, but railway earnings depend so
largely on factors outside railway, or rather 1 should say human, control that we can
never be spre that our budget estimates of gross receipts will not be falsified by the
course of the season and ithe state of trade, And this is what has happened in the
current year, Up to the end of July, in spite of reductions in passenger fares and coal
freights, we were abead of the earnings of Jast year, The monsoon semed promising, and
we had hopes of a really good year, The prospects tock a torn for the worse, and now
we expect our earnings from goods traffic to be worse than our estimate by 2 and half
crores and our earnings from passenger traffic to be worse by mnearly 1 and half crores,
Two Railwayes, the Eastern Bengal and Asram Bengal Railways, have done better than
we expected, The explanation is that they serve areas which have been favoured by an
exceptionally abundant jute crop and a good tea crop. For the rest, the failure of gross
eAnings to come to our expectations is common to all Railways, As usual, we have
enffered much from floods, They affected the Bengal-Nagpur Railway, the Great Indian
Feninsuls Railway and the Bombay Barods and Central India Railway, but they were
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particularly disastrous in Burma, The main line of the Burma Railways was so badly
breached that communications coald not bs restored for several weeks with the resuit
that earnings on this Railway are half a erore below our estimate, Again, the season .
proved unfavourable for the cotton crop. The final. estimate for the year is nearly a
million bales below last year's figure, and in addition the crop was abnormally late.
Our earnings from raw cotton were less by 60 Iakhs in the first 8 months of this year
than in the corresponding perind of last year, Cotton is now moving freely to B?mbay,
but the effect of the bad start is clearly seen in the fignres of the two Bombay Railways,
while the earnings of the North Western Railway have been similarly affected by a
comparative failure of the crop in the Punjab. Between 1st Beptember and the 29';h
Januvary 1927, only 36,000 tons of cotton were exported from Karach: compared with
61,000 tons last year. I have thought it worth while to take this one instance of cotton
by way of illustration but the drop in our gross earnings especially in goods traffic re-
flects just the fact that trade has not been as good as we expected. 8lackness of trade
too has no doubt affected passenger earnings, but it is possible that we were a bit too
optimistic in our estimate of the effect of the reductions of fares brought into force la t
year, We expected the immediate effect to be detrimental to our earnings, and for that
Ieagon pitched our estimate of gross receipts 2 crores lower than otherwise we would have
done. But now we have to reduce our estimate by a further 137 lakhs, [t is not that
there has been no increase of passenger traffic, but it has fallen short of our estimate and
in spite of the increase in traffic we expect to earn 57 lakhs less from passengers this
year than we did in 1925.26, It is too early to assers the effect of the reductions we
gave last year in lomg distance coal freights, Owing to the coal strike in England, the
circumstances of the year have been quite abnormal in the matter of coal. At any rate,
we have carried more coal and I do not think that we have lost money by the reduction. :
7. The drop in earnings is partially connterbalanced by considerable rednctions in
our working expenses. On commercial lines our revised estimate of working expenses is
1 and three-fourth crores below the budget estimate. On this amount, nearly 1 and haif
crores is in the cost of operation. Our coal bill in particular should be about half crore
less than our estimate, partly of course because of cost at which we can now buy, but
also as the result of vigorous measures taken by the Raiiway Board to secure great
cconomy, The statistics given in Volume I of the Administration Report for 1925-26
ghow how consumption has decreased relatively to the work dene and bear testimony
to the effectiveness of the measures taken by the Railway Board, _
8. I have said that | takea philosophic view of the disparity between our revised
&nd budget estimate, I go further, I think that the results of the current year illustrate
the strength of the position Railways are now in, We have had a comparatively poor
Jear marked by exceptional floods, partial crop failure amounting to gcarcity in parts of
the country and slackness of trade evidenced by the fact that up to the end of December
last onr tota foreign trade wag nearly 50 crores less than in 1925.26 and 60 crores less
than in 192425, Nevertheless, we hope to earn this yeara net return of 477 per cent
on the capital at charge enabling us to pay our interest charges and to pay all but 7

lakhs of our contribution to General Revenues, It has also to be remembered that the
contribution payable

this year is based om an exceptional prosperons year and amounta
{leaving strategic railways out of account) 'to the big eum of 760 lakhs. In my view
baving regard to the inevitable fluctnation in Railway receipts from one year to another
these results go far to justify the wisdom of the poliey to which we are working, \

Budget Estimate for 1927.28.

9. For t-ha_yt?ﬂr 1927-28, we have adopted a more cauntions estimate than last year,
e are budgeting for gross receipts from commercial lines amounting to 100'40 crorea

and for a total expenditure of 9147 crores. If our expectations are realised, the gain
from commere

1 ial lines will amount to 898 crores and the net gain, after deducting the
l:aksbon strategic lines, will be 7'10 crores, Out of this sum, we shall have to pay 548
28 ;‘ ;‘D General Revenues that being the net contribution payable on the tesults of 1925.
! lno we hope to strengthen our reserves by 162 lakhs, ‘

of them § d"hmt Propoee to comment on these estimates at length, The main feapure
2 croves mgr ttzt Wwe put our gross iraffic receipts on commercial lines at 99,24 crorea or
thisse receip?g as;n the rew_sed extimate of tha current year, and that we expect to earn .
of this year. & working cost of only 8 lakhs or £o in excess of the working expenses
°Ptin?i2mt3?{nw?§]° hl should describe these estimates as framed in e spirit of soher
have bele’t us th’i.e OPe that we shall on the whole be free from the misfortunes which

year, and that trade and trafio will pursae & mOre even course ; ang
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algo in the hope that our ¢ontinued efforts will result in further economies in our charges.
For example, the Honge will notice that though we should ordinsrily have to expect an
increase of about 15 lakhs in the cost of administration ‘on account of inecrements to
salaries we are actually budgeting for a reduction of 10 lakhs in the cost. This is because
we hope that Agents will be able by improvements in their administrative machinery, to
cut down the existing scale of their expenditure by perhaps a quarter of a crore., We
eannot of course be certain that we shall be able to get this reduction in full next year,

rt of which must be occupied in investigating the existing methods and procedure” and
geeing how they can be improved. Bat at least we shall do our best to do so., We have
also been able to place our contracts for coal at cheaner rates in the current year, and to
this and further economies in consumption, we look forward to a reduction of 38 lakhs in

our coal bill, %

Capital Expenditure.

11, The Houge will remember that the approved prograrme for capital expenditure
in the current year anthorised a total capital expenditure of 34°68 crores. This was the
estimate given by the railway administration of the amount which they hoped fo spend
during the current gear on approved works. I explained last year our principles with
regard to fixing the capital budget, We do not wish to restrict the execution of sanction-
ed works nor to hamper in any way the Agents’ efforts to carry Yo completion guch works
as rapidly as possible, and we aceor ingly authorised them to spendfup to the full amouné
they tbooght they counld spend during the year. *We knew, howevdr, from past experience
that their actual expenditure wonid be very much lower, and we a#ked the Assembly to

provide a sum of only 22 eroreg in addition to the 4 crores required from the purchase of .

the Delhi-Umbalia-Kalka Railway, The actual expenditure during the current year is
now expected to be 27 crores more than Was provided for, and we shall place a supple-
mentary demand before this House in due course for the additional funds required fo the
Jast few years, as indeed the House has noted on more than one occasion in the Budget
debates, there have been considerable lapses in the amounts provided for capital expendi-
ture, and this is the first year in which actual expenditure is likely to approximate closely
to our estimate, We must, I think, congratulate the Railway Board on the success of
its efforts to attain greater accuracy in estimates and to expedite the execution of sanc-
tioned works. One of the methods adopted deserves & passing mention, for it represents
s new and important departure, We are now beginning to make use of private contrac-
tors for important railway works, A number of important railway bridges are now being
puiit for ws by firms of contractors, the latest example being the rebuilding of the bridge
over the Nerbudda on the Great Indian Penineula Bailway main line which was washed
away last summer, Apother important work which has been entrusted to contractors i8
the elimination of the Bhore Ghat Reserving station on the Great Indian Feninsula Rail-
way, and we hope that we may shortly be able to devise a gystem which will allow us to
hand over to contracting firms the entire construction of some new lines, Of the total
expenditure of 27 crores, jnst over 4 crores represents the purchase price of the Delhi-
Umballa-Kalka Railway. Twenty-one lakhs roughly is the expenditure incurred in taking
up new issues of share capital of certain pranch line companies in which Government
are financially interested in order to replace loan capital by share capital, This method
is directly Temunerative to us in that it adds to our share of enrplus profits or reduces
our liability to pay Tebates, As regards the balance, the expenditure on new lines is
expected t0 be 647 crores, and on open lines 1682 crores, The former figure represents
a lapse of only 9 lakbs on the budget estimate, Progress on £ome projects has unfor-
tunately been retarded by a variety of causes such as late receipt of imported material
and unexpected delays in the acquisition of land, tut on others it has been possible to
accelerate the rate of expenditure, The principal sufferer has been the Raipur-Parvati-
poram line where we now expect to spend less than a fifty of the 126 lakhs provided for
the current year, On open lines, expenditure has proceeded at & more rapid pace than
we expected when the Budget was framed and our Iatest anticipation is that the budget
estimate will be exceeded by a little over a crore. This however is partly counter-balanced

a reduction of 50 lakhs in our estimate of expenditure from the Depreciation Fund
which ie a counterpart of the programme of open line works,

12. For the year 1927-28 the total amount of funds atked for by railway administra.
tions is 3977 crores, As usual we propose to authorise them to spend up to the full
gmount they have included in their estimate, but we are asking the Assembly only to vota
a sum of 26 crores 88 3 whole, which we believe is at present about the limit of the admi-
pistaations capacity of spending, Of this total of 25 crores, We propose to distmbute 7:69
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nistrations' capacity of spending, Of this total of 25 crores, we proposs to distribute 7:62
Oftores to new lines (as against nearly 15 crores askad for by Agents)and to open line
works the balance of 17+88 crores as against roughly 2 and three-fourth erores demanded,

13, The full details of open line works are, a8 usual, given in the budget memo- ‘
randum and in the various pink books dealing with the estimates of new railways and [
think it nnnecessary for me at present to deal with any of the details of these estimates,
I' need only say that of the total amount of 24-77 crores, which it is proposed to distribute
mong’ Agents as desired by them, 19:41 crores are for improving open line facilities,
Sums amounting roughly to 3 crores each are provided for improvement of track, for
remodelling of station yards and for the electrification of lines and stations, The provision
for doubling and quadrupling tracks, strengthening of bridges, workshops and stores and
station buildings, and staff quarters amounts to about 6 crores, [ would specially em-
Phasise the large share that electrification of lines and stations has of the total expenditure.
The total provision‘made is over 8 one-half crores, The Great indian Peninsnla Railway
alone accounts for mearly.2 crores of this. The projects included the electrification of
the main line from Bombay to Igatpuri and Poona (costing altogether 5 one-half crores)
for which a crore is provided in the following year, and the construction of the power
*house at Kalyan consisting altogether 97 one-half lakhs, for which 40 lakhs is provided in
1927-28, In this connection, [ think that it would interest the House if I give them
Certain figures which I have extracted from a recent report on the Harbour Branch
Railway of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway system, The section between Vietoria

erminus and Kurla, a distance of 9 one-half miles, was electrified with effect from Bth

ebruary 1925, On 2:d February 1926 the electrification of the Mahim Chord, an addition
of 2 one-half miles, was completed and the whole of the Harbour Branch Railway was
Operaied by electric service, A comparignn between the statistics of January 1926 with
thoe: of October 1926 shows thac the train miles have increased four times, that passenger
traffic has doubled and that earnings have trebled. I may also eall attention to the
Provision of about 2 one-fourth erores  made for amenities specially intended for lower
class Passengers as geparate from such general improvements ag remodelling and electri-

cation of stations and yards and improved train services from which alao they derive
benefit in common with others, The special amenities include arrangements for water-
SuPPly, the increaced provision of waiting-rooms and halls and refreshment rooms and
the improvement of booking facilities and sanitary arrangements, but the main item on
Which éxpenditude i8 to be incurred is mearly 1and three-fourth crores under additions
42d improvements to lower class carriages. Under additions, the programme for 1927.28
Contemplates 636 coaching vehicles and 652 of these are lower class carriages,

New Construction,

14, One of the most interesting parts of the Railwa

y Badget iz of course the
PTOgramme of new construction, Our programme

for nest year will involve a total

€Xpenditure of 142/3 croves in the case of commaroial lines, but we have thonght it
Beceseary to provide only 7-41 crores. The programme for both commercial and
Strategic lineg

coveri, is sat out in full'in the Budget memorandum, It includes 48 lines
i3 28287 1,813 miles whuch_ are .already in progress and 51 new lines extending
of new ]T‘les- . Thus, our immediate programme covers 4,640 miles, Only 320 miles
8hall geq g %¢ will be opened in the carrent year, but next year I hope that we
n the Ip more substantial return on the money we have epent on new construction
Uk 8 two or three years, Wor we hope to open in 1927-28 nearly 900 miles
Tecord ?8' .-,And my successor is likely to be more fortunate than I have beén in the
will w ]O m'-ﬁifge added to the Indian Railway system. 1 am confident that the Houss |\
t!‘nctioencorfne this df-chOpmont, and will agree that we should press on with _the cOng=
with th 3 oW lines, This is our policy, Rach Railway Administration is charged
nerativ: 1'-Jty of exploring every avenue that affords scope for the construction of remu.
in cloge tomgs of a standard euitable to the traffic that may be expected and of keeping
every fnci‘;i(; With Local Governments in thie important matter. In order to afford
Tigid standa f; for the achievement of this object, we do not propose to adbere_ to one
carrying o Of conetruction, Obviously a standard that is snitable for a main' line
tively sma?}&vy trafic may e needlessly expesnsive for a feeder line gerving a compara-
Ssricultaral tract, and the Railway Board have now laid down varying

Standards Grd

Vet ’mndaﬂfdconstructmn 10 order that branch lines aud extensions may be built to what-
to the area to be served

15,

BCems mosgt, suitable
| Rates and Fares
I3 3 ;
redaction of r;nt e 1

4m Dot in the happy position of announcing any further
w5 \
*14 Iazes, but after what I have said earlier in my specch the Houge

-
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cannot have any expectation of boons of tfiis kind, But it must not be thought that
we have made merely the reductions in passengers’ fares anmounced ldst year, One
the contrary, at the beginning of the cnrrent year we expressly invited Agents
carefully to review their paseenger fares in the light of statistice and we told them
that we should be prepared favourably to consider further reductions. As the result of
thia letter, the Agents of the East Indian, North Western and South Indian Railways
felt jostified in proposing these further reductions and they have already been brought
into force in ome cage from st January last and in the other two cases from 1st Fedruary, .
The reductions on the two State-managed lines are substantial, and  third class passenger
fares for ordinary trains are now down to 2 pies per mile for distances over 200 miles, ' The
Houee may think that we bave been unduly bold in eanctioning these red gctions in view
of the fact that the reductions previously sanctioned have not yet given any material
stimalus to traffic. But the recommendations of the Agents were based on their consider-
ed opinion that ultimately it would pay them to bring down fares to the level suggest-
‘ed and we decided to take the risk, I would here emphasise the fact that it is only the
existence for our Railway Reserves that enables us to make experiments of this kind.
Tor we bave to remember that every year we are adding a sum of upwards of twenty
crores to our capital at charge, Every 20 crores added to our capital means that we
ought to obtain an increase in our net earnings of about a crore and 20 lakhs, For not
only bave we fo pay our interest charges but in addition we have to pay oneé per cent to
General Revenues on our capital at charge. On the other hand, much of our new money
goes into works which take time to become remunerative, and there is also the fact that
we must expect large variations from year to year in Railway earnings in ac-ordance with
harvest results and trade fluctuations. All these considerations peint to the need for
prudent management, for unceasing strivings after ecomomy and efficiency, and for a
wige policy of building up reserves, But provided that we keep these essentials in mind,
I think that we can face the future with confidence and that we need not hesitate to
make such well-considered experiments in the reduction of rates and fares ason the
advice of our Agents we have so far embarked upon. But I have no doubt that the House
will agree that the effect of such experiments must closely be watched and that if after
a fair trial extended over a reasonable period they are found merely to involve us in &
loss of revemme without bringing any compensating advantage in the shape of increased
traffic, the matter may require reconsideratiou. Bat I hope that there is mo fear of thia
result and that we shall not merely be able to carry on the reductions that have been
made but also to try further experiments, particolarly in the way of reducing freights.

16, I have just referred to the mneed for unceasing striving after efficiency and
economy, and I have done so quite deliberately. For I think that I may claim that
howeser far we may have fallen short of our ideal, that has been our policy during the
last five years, BSome members of the House, I know, think that we are too rigid in our
adherence to this policy and they regard it merely as a rather soulless bureaucratic trait,
But, believe me, it is not that, After all the Government of India and the Railway Board
are responsible for what is, 1 suppose, one of the biggest commercial undertakings in the
world. It is a buginess with a capital of something like 600 crores—say 450 million ster-
ling, If we run it successfully, we provide India with a cheap and efficient system of
transport. 1f we fail, the Railways become a burden on the gemeral revenues of the
country, In some respeets I think that we can claim already to have made satisfactory
progregs, 1 do not wish to repeat what I said last year, but every one will agree I think
that our financial arrangements are on a much gounder basis than ever before and thaé
we have made some progress in carrying out the recommendations of the Acworth and
Incheape Committee. But the Indian Railway system is a vast organisation, and recently
in almost every year some new branch of our work has been brought under expert
examination and review. This year it has been the turn of the workshops, and we have
just published the report of the Raven Committce. Bome people, [ am told, call it an
indictment of the Railway Workshops. It may be so, I am not particular about the
word, But the plain fact is that the Railway Board thought that State Railway work-
shope required overhauling in the light of most modern workshop practice. We entrusted
the task to two of the best experts we could find, and we have obtained from them whaé
we wanted, namely, a frank ontspoken report containing many valuable suggestions for
improvement of our methods snd our equipment. The publication of the report may
exposs 18 to criticism, but from our point of view the important thing ie that we now
know the directions in which to work for economy and efficiency, and we propose to
tollow np the sugpestions which have been made, Similarly, an enquiry i now going on
into our methods of railway accounting and into our workshop accounts, and another
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enquiry has just been made into the medical and eanitary arrangements of one of our
most important railways, I do mnot propose to enter into greater detail into the many.
other directions in which economies are being effected in the administration of our railway
property as these are dealt with in Sir Clement Hindley's speech in presenting the budget
in the Council of State, .
27, And now, 8ir, I propose to bring to an end this the last account I shall give of
wy stewardship of Indian Railways, 1 am conscious of its difficulties, and there ara
many other things that I should like to say, but I am afraid of wearying the House. I
am sorry that I end with a less prosperous year than gome of its predecessors, but atany
Tate it is & much more satisfactory budget than the one I had to defend in this House 5
years ago, No one -could have had more loyal and devoted assistance than I have had
from 8ir Clement Hindley, Mr. 8im, Mr, Parsons and from Railway Officers generally
and as for this House, Sir, though I have had much eriticism, I like fo think that it wase
kindly eriticism and there is not one of us on these Government benches who doss not.

realise the value of the olose scrutiny to which our budgets are gubjected by the Legis-
lative Assembly, ‘

The Steel Bill.

After the Railway Memheér's speech was over discussion was proceeded with the
Steel Protection Bill,

Lala Lajpat Rai spoke first in support of Mr. (Ohetti's amendment for averaga
weighted doty, He did not question the motive aud intention of Mr, Jinnah, who did
not see any imperial preference in the Government proposals but only discrimination in
favour of British stesl. But Lalaji feared that one discrimination would lead to further
discrimination, Politics and economics were inter-twined and in this bill the viclong
Pprinciole of imperial preference existed,

_ The President: This question of imperial preference was discussed threadbars the
other day, . I request the members not to make speeches on that but merely touch on it

Lala Lajpat Bai averred that even economically the principle of discrimination wag
unsound and urged the House to consider the advantage of weighted average duty which
ontweighed those proposed under the Government gcheme, Hea contended against the
view that there was dumping of continental steel and pleaded against penalising & large
mass of consumers who used continental steel, Continuing, he said that by penalising the
ueq of continental steel they would ba throwing out of employment thousande of poor
Indians who were engaged in the mannfacture of small articles ont of continental steel,

(“Offioial Benches cried : No no, where are they™) He instanced the small mana-
fact-ureg in Bombay, Poona, Gujranwala, Sialkot and other places, Concluding, he
complained against the Indian students not being given adequate facilities by Hnglish edu-
eational and technical institutions, while continental countries whose steel the Grovernmens
:vished to exclude from India were showing counsideration in this resnect. This
a!;eatment of England did not deserve concessions as was proposed by the Bill. He
th°°Pted that the steel industry shonld be given adequate protection for seven years, | To

at extent he fayoured the Tarif Board's report, but he differed as regards the form of
protection,
_ Mr, Jinnah, replying to Lala Lajpat Rai, eaid that the telegraphic representation
';;hzch the latter claimed were pouring in were all from the iron merchants (Hear, hear),
one of them were, however, from traders or artisans for whom the Lala had pleaded,
Mowever.‘ the Tariff Board had taken into consideration the consumer’s point of view, bub
r. Chetti’s amendment, if put into sffect, wonld give excessive protection to Tatas and
would profit the middlemen, Figures showed that under Mr, Chetti's echeme there would
UnDecessary burden of 4 crores on the consumers in the course of 7 years, but at the

aame. time.he wanted the Government to see that small traders and artisans did get the
requisite protection,

this stage, several members on the official benches applied for closura but the
President calleq ul;on Mr Birlantl;o ng:k. o
middlemen quoted figares to show that thera was mo profiteering on the part of
ed away by th"g“"eﬂ relatod Lo beams, angles, eta. Mer. Birla agked: the Honss not to be
in pome oan);s u: argumsnt of Mr, Jinnah and Sir Charles Innes about profiteering when
Mr, B, prc Widdlemen actually lot.

‘3 % #8id that Sir B, N, Mitra did not reflect Indian opinion in the Executive
38 ' |

Mr, Birla q

ol
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Oounneil, 8ir Charles Innes had himself said on a previous occasion that whether it wa
fmperial preferencs or preferential Tated, there was politics behind it. Now, however
it B. N, Mitra, the Indian member, poohpooh-d the view advanced by the non-officials,

When Mr. B. Das finished his speech it was a quartee to four and there were
renewed cries from official and other benches for closure, The Honse divided on the closure
motion when the Hon, Mr, Patel came back and sceupied the chair, 57 voted for closare
and 50 against it, g

The House agaip divided with the result that 80 voted against the amendment and
49 fdt and, therefore, the amendment was lost, '

The Kharagpur Strike.

 After the smendment of Mr. Chetti had been defeated, the adjourn-
ment motion on the Kharagpur strike was taken up. Mr. V, V. Jogiah
wanted the House to discuss the conduct of the B, N. Railway administra-
tion in not enquiring into the repeated representations of the subordinate
employees of the B. N. Railway which occasioned the strike causing in-
convenience to the people; secondly, the conduct of the Government in
calling out the Railway Auvxiliary Force to shoof indiscriminately not only
the workmen but some members of ths public and in not giving warning or
persaading the crowd to disperse, and lastly, in censoring despatches of
teloprams sent from the Labour Union to a large number of the members of
the Assembly. He reminded the House of the'representations of the labour-
ers which was promised to be considered but which was repeatedly post-
poned on very flimsy grounds. The chiaf grievances of the labourers were
ingecurity of service, dismissal without proper action, insufficiency of
wages and illtreatment of subordinate officials. The’ Labour Union
advised men against going on strike and but for the attitude of Mr. Lewis,
Acting Chief Engineer, the situation would have been easily zolved.

Mr. C. 8. Ranga Aiyar who spoke next regretted that Mr. Jogiah had no
time to develop the main theme of grievances, namely that there was in-
diseriminate use of bayonets and this was done by using Col. Gidney’s
Anglo-Indian race against Mr. Jogiah's labourers (hear, hear). If they wanted
to shoot Indians, why did they not bring Europeans? Why should Anglo-
Tndians havs been brought? Was this another proof of the policy of divide
et empera? From s perusal of the account of the events, it appeared as if
the men were instigated to uss violence o that superior forces of violence
might be brought into being. Let Sir Charles Innes mark his departure
from India by conducting an impartial enquiry.

Colonel @idney regretted the tone of Mr. Ranga Aiyar's speech which
itaalf was for divide ef empera. It was the Railway Union and political
infusion in it that were at the bottom of the riot. Why should thiz House
of legislators nceept what all the Railway Union said in their statement .and
in effect send a message for other Railways to follow suit? By carrying
the motion they would disorganise Railway as they disorganised the Police
in Caloutta riot. ILet us not be guided by telegrams sent by the rioters.
Concluding Col. Gidney asked the Government to see that there was
no diemissal, removal or reduction in accordance with rula fourteen of the
Home Dapartment.

Mr. N. M, Joshi drew the attention of the House to the fact
that the Auxziliary foroes were composed of railway officers. The
spesker agked if it was fair that the very officers under whom these men
were working should turn out to be the military when the men struck work ?
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This was not the first time in which the military was used for firing in the
name of law and order. The Government of other countries did not use
military for such purposes. Mr. Joshi wanted an enquiry not only into
the incidents of shooting but also into the grievances of the workers. If the '
Agent had failed in his duty, let not the Government of Indis fail in its duty.
Referring to the grievances of the men Sir Charles Innes said that he

had never known s case in which the Agent of a Railway extended so much
sympathy to railway men. As soon as the grievances of men over the
transfer of Mr, Naidu was brought to his notice, the Agent himself took
the trouble to explain the actual position. The men came back to work,
but all of a sudden due to the influence of politicians a public meeting was..
called attended by a large number of persons and resolutions paseed. Tlhen
there was a orowd marching to the station yard and preventing the running
of traing etc., and if at that stage the District Magistrate ordered the use of
not fire but bayonets, then Mr. Ranga Aiyar wanted him to be dismissed.
The District Magistrate had to act on the spur of the moment. His task was

ifficuls and no more than the necessary violence was used. So long as ha (Sir

harles) was a member of the Government, no district officer would be punish-
ed or penalieed for trying to do his duty in circumstances of this kind. The
versions as received by him from the officials and as given out by men did not
of course tally in all respect. Indeed, the House was not in possession of the
facte, What then was the use of our enquiry at this stage? The danger
of passing this motion at this stage was that they would prolong starvation of
these men who were on strike.

Diwan Chamanlal said he was yet to hear the word of regret for

bayonetting, Could it be denied that the head of the Auxiliary Force,
Colonel Henderson himself, was a railway official ¢

The Commerce Member interjeoted that he said the Auxiliary Force was
called out by the Distriet Magistrate.

Mr. Chamanlal condemned the law being taken into their hands to the
dange? and detriment of the life of the people. A judicial enquiry must be
he}d nto the firing and bayonetting and an impartial enquiry into the
griovances of the strikers. 1f a promise of this enquiry was given, the motion
would be withdrawn but not otherwise.

Pandit Malaviya who followed prefaced his speech with & declaration

that he Was goverally against strikes. He said that it had heen suggested
that strik

e °rs had done injury to the railway property. He was sorry that
ouicals on the mpot acted unwisely, for strikers had gone to the platiorm to
advise their fellg

w-strikers also to stop work. They had perfect right to do
0. 1f the speaker < t

: ) was conviuced that violence had been resorted to by the.
stnkefs, his attitude would be different. The speaker regretted the want
Of patience and restraint on both sides. The authorities should have exereised
greater restraint, It wag not necessary to bave called out the Auziliary Force

;ﬂd asked them to resort to the use of bayonets and fire-arms. If Sir Charles

nnes had only expressed regret for the action taken there would not Jave
noed for this heated debate,

whieﬁdriml\]eogy dealt at the outset with the oconstitutional aspect regqrdig‘g
Alexander ;qm d 16 was between the devil and the deep sea lor a whug. Sir
local Coup ilu diman said that this question was to be discussed only in the
ment mt? +  'Lhe President of the Bongal Council had disailowed adjourn-

"8 on the ground that this was a oentral subject. Proceeding
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ke referred amid cries of ** shame ”’ to the censorship on telegrams sent by
the Labour Unpion to 18 members of the Assembly. Not only were theit

reports suppressed by the authorities but their own accounts were cooked up.
It was 6 when the President declared the motion talked out. The

Assembly then adjourned.

The South African Agreement,

On the 21ST FEBRUARY Mr. Bhore made a statement of the
agreement reached between the Union Government and the Government, of
India and he was applauded at the conclusion, (For the text of the

statement see Section * India Abroad.”)
The President reminded Mr. B. Das of a reference made by Mr. Bhore
~ that so far as the Government of India were concerned, thoy had ratified

the agreement,

I e ¥ )
S k2ad
The Stieel Bill Passed.

My, Jamnadas MEHTA then moved his amendment putting forward his alternative
icheme in Tespect of cuty cum pirotection, He declared that the Bill did embody Im-
perial preference and that it wonld be contested inch by inch and step by step, He
thowed that as a tesnlt of thice years' protection echeme the Government bad benefitted
in revenue by Ke, £00 Jakbs, the cireditor by Re. 150 lakbs and the wage-caimer, by
Rs, 4256 lakbs while the owner of the company bad in thice years benefitted in the shape
of dividced only to the extent of Bs, 4 and balf lakbs, which did not yield even balf
per cent. How could this te expected to ge1ve as ab inducement to the investor, The
people of Irdia bad made heavy saciifice in these years to help Tata Steel to stand firm,

. Jbanks to the excbange, capital had to be written down,

Continuing, Mr, Mebia averred that the protection extended was g0 small that it
wovld not attyact capital, He conterted the view of Mr, Jinnah that it wae the middle-
men rirg in Bonlsy who would benefit by his eckeme, He showed that according to
@Gedie), Tata had qucted Re, 225 per ton for steel which could come jzom Geimany for
Rs. 141 or at 170 with additional duty. Then under mno circumestances could Tatas
compete with this, The congumer in Calcutta hencfited becavse of the competition
with British Steel and tecause of the nearness of Calcotta, He maiotained that his
¢cheme alone would give piotection to the industry, impose the least burden on the cone
sumer and would put the least pessible sum in the hands of the Government,

Mr, JINNAH, replying, remarked that he never said that the Bill was perfect but
that of the 5 schemes belore the House the one embodied in the Bill represented the lcast
evil, Mr, Jampadas had only proved the speaker’s contention that because Tata Steel
did not reach the ports of Bombay, Karachi and Madras as easily as Calcutta it was the
middlemen who really benefited, Did Mr, Jamnacas understand that if he gave Lounties

~ to Tatas the resnlt would e that Tatas would concentrate on produciion of bounty fed

“ material and give up producticn for imstance of galvanised sheets? This would mean
that the revenue derived irom impoit duty under protection which amounnted to baif irom
these sheets would as a result of withdiawal of protection be lost, He saw no reason
why new companies ehould not cowe into the field. Mr, Jamnadas Mehta had charged the
speaker of being either in air or at sea but it appeared to Mr, Jinnah that Mr, Jamnadas
himself was either in the lap of prejudice or bad been misled by middlemen, He exa-
wined the amalcur amendment of Bblr. Jamnadas and showed how it would land the
Governmexnt in difficnlties and unkoown liabilitics, For instance, any firm could without
much ouvtlay undertake to manufactmre bars out of scrap iron and scrap steel. To pay
bonaty for protection of such bars would involve an unknown liability, Speaking with
all authority at hie command of the working of three years protection, he described
Mz, Jamnadas’s amateur proposals as ridicalons and absurd and that to work the scheme
proposed by the Bombay member wounlo, if not impuoestble, be most difficnlt, very expensive
#nd very inconvenient, He hoped that the House would realise its ryesponsibilities in the
matter,

Mr. M, K, ACHARYA regretted that Bir Charles lunes kad not met the argument
of the non-efficials that nnder their scheme he (Sir Charies) was taking wmuwoh moie from
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the cousumer. They all agreed that adequate protection should be given to Tatas, bat not
in the way the Government suggested. He would have no objection if the entire scheme
was withdrawn and another Bill which would be more acceptable to tne House was

:’mﬂghtl: forward, He, however, would accept Mr, Mehta's amendment as the lesser of the
WO evils, :

Pandit MALAVIYA emphasised that on & matter of this kind Government should
carry the House with them. To snatch & vote this way or that -was not, the proper
method of pushing through such legislation, He did not question the earnestness
of the Tariff Board and of the Government to act in the very best interest of India
according to their light, The opposition was not wanted, but because there was honest
difference of opinion he expected that, instead of crying shame and telling the members
that they did not know their business the Government and their supporters should show
sympathy and consideration to the views of the oppesition, Their view was based on
some regard for the consumer to see that the consumer was Dot penaliged * in
places where Tatas did not operate, He suggested that the Government with all its
Secretariat machinery should co-operate with the Houge in removing the defect of BMr,
Jamnadas’s scheme, The speaker bad worked with Mr, Jinnah for years but felt thas
Mr, Jinnah’s special pleading on this occasion bad disappointed many members. He
rejected the plea that Tatas would play false to the Assembly and to the country by
changing their plans for production. If they did, the Assembly wounld not help them
again, He did not wish to hurt Englishmen, but must first have regard for (he interests
of his own countrymen, Why rush through this Bill? The wmanver in which the Bill
was being bandled bad camsed him great pain and be ended by soggesting the agjourn-
ment of the discussion,

_ At this stage the closure was moved by the official b nches and was carried without
division, The Honse then voted on Mr, Jampadas Mehta’s amendment and rejected it
by 65 votes against 56, Thus, while whipping on both sides bad brought in the absentes
members, the majority for the Bill practically, remains the samec as it was when Lhe
the motion for recommittal and for approving Mr. Chettr's echeme was rejected,

Discussion on other Amendments,

Mr, Mukthar SINGH then moved an amendment providing for rebate of duly
in _Tespeet of imported steel wused by bona-fide Indian manufacturers of small
articles such as bolte, toys, utensils, cutlery etc. Sir Charles lnnes, intervening said
that this question was under consideration of the Tariffi Board and be hoped this
information might shorten digcussion, Mr, Mukhiar Singh said he was Dot satisfied
with the assurance given by the Commerce Member and pressed his amendment, 1he
Bpeaker explained how the rebate system could be calculated and worked.

Sir Charles Innes, in opposing the motion, said the amendment was vAgue and
unworkable, The amendment was rejected.

Purchase of Steel by Government Departments,

Whic?zm Ehnrles Innes pointed out that the next amendment in the name of Mr, ‘I? Das
the uars hed for declaration of the Government by notification in the ** Gazette that
de aEt chase of gteel of Indian origin should be given preference by the Government
thSt '!tnent_e, municipalities and local boards ete., was put out of order on the grounds
the B}ll Taised the question of incresee of import duty which was outside the scope of
Tlntld' The President agreed that the motion was oub of order on the ground thas it
isa'e to provincial sabjeets which could not be discussed i the House except by per-
mowmn of the Governor-General, He would, however, admit the amendment if the
Dag T omitted municipal and district boards from the operation of the amendment, Mr,
ame:g:’:ﬂd to this and the amendment was formally moved. Mr. Das, 1o moving his
Railwas °ut, said that even the Tariff Board had recommended the use of Indian steel by
o egs a8 it was the object of protection to create a market in India for ludizn wanu-
Sironise steal, Ho pleaded for acceptsnce of his amendment and complained ‘of the
g in f‘“ucd by the Railway Member who recommended thab Indian Railways might
wanted :I‘tlndmn products, His objection was that it was not wade obligatory. He
the mere :s atutory provision to be mace with regard to the purchase of Indian steel and

X Daai'hance of the Commerce Member was not enough.

* ALE amendment wag pressed to division and iost by 45 to 33 votes,

M, N Appropriation of Protective Duties,
» Mo M, Joshi 1ose to move the amendment laying down that the amount raised
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by protective dutics should be applied for technical training in steel industry and welfare
of workers such as protection against sea-sickness, uncmployment, and old age,

8ir Charles lunes, on a point of order, said the motion contravened Section 67 of
the Government of Indis Act which clearly laid down that no motion for appropriation of
revenues should be made except with the permission of the Governor-Gemeral, The
President upheld the objection and ruled the motion out of order, Clause 2 of the Bill
was then adopted, -

Lala Bang Beharilal unsuccessfally moved an amendment to Clause 3 of the Bill
demanding that in 1923, the steel industry's representation of ingufficiency of protection
ghould be a precedent of further protection, :

Depreciation Fund for Steel Companies,

Dewan Chamanial moved his amendment laying down that the Governor-General in
Council shonld have power to frame rules directing steel companies to set aside for a
depreciation fund a certain amount frem the profits and also providing for housing, mater-
nity and other bencfits to workers, The mover said that the Astembly was entitled to
direct the companies to so spend their profits as to ensure pioper working, He
complained of the bad lot of the workers .who, notwithetanding the Tarifi Boaro, were
not well treated and had to sufler great hardsbips,

8ir Charles Innes, replying, acked what cculd be done if the steel companies dis-
obeyed the rule for depreciation funds ! His opinion, is that it must be left to the good
gense of the companies’ directors, Clause 3 was adopted after two more amendments
were withdrawn,

Motion for passing the Bill.
Sir Charles Innes then moved that the Bill as amended be passed,

Mr, S, Srinivasa IYENGAR, opposing the motion that the Bill be passed, obscrved
that the methods adopted in giving protection were so hopelessly at variance that he
could not agree to it. Sir Charles himself had agreed that the Bill provided for British
preference, It was said that no scheme of imperial preference should be undertaken unless
both the Government and the Legisiature agreed, He wonld, thercfore, ask the House
to be careful in view of the fact that preference was both political and economical in
character, The speaker objected to the Bill on another greund, pamely, that it enabled
the Government to raise more revenne than was needed lor administration. 1t was bad
and vicious in prineiple to enconrage overflow of money into the exchequer. Concluding,
Mr. lyengar reminded the Commerce Member that on the last cccasion when the Limia-
tion Bill was before the House, he bad diemissed the Tarif Board's recommendations for
jimport dutics as & bunrden on the consumer, Was the Tarifi Board then an expert
body or bad- it suddenly become expert becavee it suited the Commeirce Member ¢

Mr., Rangaswami 1YENGAR, in oppesing the Bill; rcferred to the Imperial Economic
Conference when the British representative bad agieed that British gcoods were enjoying
a large share of India’s market even without preference. Now 8ir Charles Innes sought
anfairly to extend the preference at the cost of India, He referred to tbe position of the
Indian wagon industry in relation to, the Bill under ¢iscussion, The wagon industry
had asked for protection, Obvisusly that industry could manufacture all the Indian needs ;
but strangely enough, the Commerce Member bhad placed orders in England in respect
onl§ of current wagon requirements but alko of anticipatery requirements for the next
five years, The position was that in spite of Indian steel piotection the wagon industry
would not enjoy sny privilege, When the question of protection by bounty te wagon
industry came up, the Government wouid say there was no neccssity as they did nob
require any further supply of wagoms, The result would be that while the loval wagon
industry was suffering British wagon would come into the country at a ridicalously chesp
rale of duty,
Bill paesed by a Majority.
After Mr. Jinnah had spoken in support of the Bill closure was applied and agreed
0, Sir Oharles Innes baving relinquished his right to reply, the Agsembly divided with
the resnlt that the Bill was passed by 52 votes against 40.

Civil Aviation Grant,

The House next proceeded to discuss the motion that a supplementary
sum not exceeding Rs. 996,000 be granted to defray the oxpenses that will
gome in the course of payment during the year ending 3lst March 1927 in
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respect of aviation. On Diwan Chamanlal strongly objecting to a peany being
spent on civil aviation, Sir Alexand»r Muddiman replied that the question was
of great importance and at the fag end of the day the House was notin a
mood to discuss it at length, He, therefore, formally moved that further dis-
cussion on the supplementary grant ba postponed fo which the House agreed
and then adjourned. ‘

Discussion of Railway Budget.

On the 22ND FEBRUARY the Houss proceeded to the general discussion of the
railway budget which was initiated by Sir Purushotamdas Thakurdas. .

Sir Purushothamdas THAKURDAS acknow!ledged the manner in which the Railway
authoritiss toock members of the Advisory Council and the Finance Committee into their
confidemee but it seemed to him that mostly it was a case of locking the doors after the
horges had left. For, even with the said experience of Railway surplus stores after the
war, there was to-day considerable surplus of wagons, Locomotives also ceased to be
in excess, These enormous purchases were made at a time of high prices and had
involved the taxpayer in an annual loss of the best parf of one crare. He was pleased
At the lower flgnre of compensation paid, but soggested that following the example of the
B. B. and 0, I. Railway who took the Advisory Council into confidence the Railway
Member shounld also tell them of the number of claims received for compensation. Bir
Parughothamdas then spoka particularly on the remarks of Mr, Parsons, Financial Com-
missigner, in his memorandum on the effsct of exchange on the Railway budget, Hes
Leid that in the whola railway tale told tn the House the effect of maintaining the artifi-
¢ial ratio was visible unmistakably, While Sir Basil Blackett had told them that prices
had adjusted themeelves to 1s, 6d, Mr, Parsons was counting on the effect of sterling
transactions for the mnext three to five years. He then examinedin detail Mr, Parsons'
observations, _

As for the wapges of the railway employees he was the first to stand, for not only
adequate payment but for one that would ensure comfort, He recalled that three years
ago Bir Charles Tnnes held the wages of railway employees to be very generous
and those wages to-day were more favourable because of further fall in prices. To
raise this issue to prejudjce discussion on the ratio was not fair to the country, Bir
Purushothamdas added that the Government had been artificially propping up exchange,

Bir Basil Blackett: You want artificial depression, )

Bir Parushothamdas :” It dos mot lie in the mouth of the Hon, Member to interrupt
me when the fime is g0 limited and when ho knows well that he had not the courage to let
the ratio issue he disctssed earlier.

He continued : “ As for the stores, here again, Mr, Parsons had shown that the
Government had by its currency poliey hit the Todian industries, Sir Puarushothamdas
further showed that the mileage of 88,039 in 1923-2¢4 had earned on the average Rs. 24,907
per mile, ‘The total mileage of 89,817 in 1927 to 1928 was estimated to earn practically
the same, namely Rs. 24,928, i :

Sir Purushothamdas coutinuing drew attention to the remark in the railway admi-
Ristration report of 1922-23 that the railway earnings depended on the general prosperity
of the country which in the ease of India was most easily measured by the agricultural
position and returns of foreign trade. The administration report of 1925-26 had referred
to the heavy drop in the export of grains through Karachi, The Railway Membsr had'in
his speeeh on Friday admitted that the total foreign trade was nearly 50 crores leas in
the eurrent year than in the previous year. The whole question then was that whenever
hey manipulated cu’rrpncy and. eepecially tbe ratio in a manner that it either pampared
éxports ang consequently also imports, the railways were bound to suffer, Bir Charles
Innes was, therafore, not right in thinking that the budget which he presented with a
beavy heart was dependent only on factors outside his humnan econtrol but might very
well bear in mind and examine the factors under the control of the Government of India,
He falt that unlegs the Railway depariment make the Finance Department straighten facts
And remedy them, the Railway Budgets of ludia not only for the next yesr but for fome
Jear8 to come wonld have nothing but s sad tale to png befora the House.' 1f was & very
? commentary gn the Currr;ey policy of the Government and the first reflaction of it
2d bean found in the Railways of India.

Rail ;a!tﬂ Béveral members had spoken B8ir Charles INNES replied to the debate. The

¥ Member said thas for the last faw years, the rsilways had got accustomed to
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1z 8d, ratio and there would he complication if that rate wase altered, Much had been
gnid of the question of separation of railway financs and both Mr. Jamnadas Mehta and
Mr, Neogy bad pleaded for revision. The terms of the present convention were to last
for three years only and then the position should be re-examined : but if there was a
general desire that the question should be reviewed esrlier, then the Railway Board

wonld be quite prepared even to undertake a preliminary examination of the subject,

But the whole scheme was in an experimental stage and for that reason he
himself wounld prefer postponement 80 that the experiment would work itself out. But
it mpst be remembered that whenever examination was undertaken, there must ba one
eondition, namely, that the profits of Railways must go towards improving the railways
and cheapening the rates and freights and not for the general revenues of the conntry.
Mr, Sesha Iyengar bad considered that in the railway programme they were going too
far; but most of the other members who had spoken had urged that the right policy for
the Government to adopt was to push on their programmes especially in agricultural
tracts, and this they were doing. He warmly contended against the charge that the
poliey in regard to railway programme was in the interest of England and pointed
out that the lowest Eatisfactory tender was aceepted by the High (‘ommissioner and there
was no preference for Britain in respect of the stores purchased,

Procecding, Bir Charles referred to the criticism levelled against the Railway Board
after the report of the Raven Committee on workshops and said : © We sought thab enquiry
at the instance of Mr, Wrench and we shall give effect to the recommendations. He
informed Colonel Gidney that reduction in fares had taken place not only in State Railways
put on all Company-managed railways. If Mr, Jogiah’s suggession for a uniform rate
of 2 pies per mile on all railways for third-class passengers were adopted then there would
be a loss of Rs, 11 crores. Mr, Ranga Ajyar was not right in his figares tbat 2,600 men
had been transferred to Calcntta from Tucknow on the E. I. Railway having taken
over the O. and R. Railway. The figures were not more than 300, He assured Mr,
Ratnaswami that if there was remiesness on the part of the Government of India in giving
attention to South India in the matter of railways in the past, that was more than made
pp by the projected extensions in the coming year. Concluding, Sir Charles Innes
smidst applause said that if the policy adopted by the Railway Board was pursued,
then his successor after five years wounld be able to show & very remarkable record,

The Assembly then adjonrned,

Voting on Railway Demands.

On the 23RD FEBRUARY discussion on railway demands for grants cornmenced
with a full dress debate on the affairs on the Bailway Roard on the motion for omission
of the whole grant, on which all the three non-official parties seemed agreed. About
125 motions for cuts, snme token and some substantial, were on the order paper, but by

- mutpal agreement discussion was concentrated on selected motions of both eharacters.

My, Srinivasa IYENGAR rose to move a reduction of the demand by Rs. 9,42,000
which would virtually amount to omission in effect, Mr. Iyengar complained the p’rin-
ting mistake in the motion ou the paper which stated that demand be reduced to
Rg, 9,42,900 and not by Re, 9,42,000,

Mr. Grahsm protested that this was the mistake of the mover as original documenta
ghowed, Mr. Brinivasa Tyengar expresged regret and the President permitted bim to move
the rednection by Rs. 9,42,000,

Mr. Iyengar, in moving the motion, eaid that the Railway Board wag a8 supreme ag
the Government of Tndia and had its revenue and expenditure in tbe eame proportions
ag the general budget. There was no eanctity attached to the Railway budget. Th'ey
wanted that railways shonld be 8 transferred subject in charge of an Indian Minister,
The Bailway Board was an frresponsible body. Piret clase appointments like thoss of
the Chief Commiesioner and Members of tha Railway Board were appointed without refer-
ence to the Assembly, He recalled it was an integral part of the ernvention that India-
nisation should be proceeded apage and Indians should be appointed to the Railway Board,

Mr, EBrinivasa Iyengar maintained that this question was aleo a recommendation of
the same resolution just as the Convention was, and though it was made apart from the
Convention it became & further convention, Why take shelter under techincal evasions §
He further held thai the Board should not be a technical body but a business body and
indians were available to man it to-day, There was mal-administration and gross breach
of trost as was shown by the scandal, Bir Charles Innes bad made viptue ount of
necessily in { welcoming the Baven Commit ec's stricture, He finally charged the
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Government that the Indian point of view had not been kept in connection with the
Railway administration either in the matter of constitution or power of the Board aor
power of the legislature, The Indian point of view was not kept in view as was shown
by the sorry tale of extravagance in respect of wagons and stores, It was still an alien
adminigtration out of tonch with the Indian requirements, : i
Bir Charles Innes, replying, wished the attack hagd bean directed to him and nof to his
railway officers; for, he maintained, the Railway Board was a technical body and did not
control the policy, As for Indianisation, he 'recalled his words three years ags which
did not hold out the hope of the early apnointment of an Indian to the Railway Board,
An Englishman or a Scotchman disliked nothing more than that he be charged with
breach of faith, The Railway Board was a technical body and its appointmants ware
Priza” posts for railway service and must go to men who had earned them by excellent
work, [t wonld be dereliction of duty on his part to recommend supersession to appoink
an Indian, He realised the point of view of Indians that the Railway Board waia
close corporation from which Indians were definitely excluded (hear, hear) but they must
realiss his point of view also that Indianisation was purely a question of time, He
Admitted that the Indianisation policy was belated ; but it was having full effect and

Indians were coming to the top, There was an Indian Ohief Engineer and an Indian
Superintendent,

Reduction Motion Qarried. ]

The motion of Mr, Srinivasa Iyengar for a cut amounting virtually to the total
. Tejection of the demand was then put to vobe and carried by 59 votes against 52, Tha
Houge then adjourned,

Capital Programme.

~ On the 24TH FEBRUARY, Pandit Kunzra moved a cnt of Re. 1 and wanted to know
- what their commitments would ba in respect of rehabilitation anl capital programma, Ag
for new construction he wished they went at a less rapid rate than they were doing at
Present. Let there bz no undue burden on their resonrcas in respect of interest charges,
The motion was put and negatived,

Railway Stores Policy.

Pandit Kunzru next moved a cut on demand under tha Railway Board tn pratest
against the purchase of stores direct without assistancs ani consultation of tha Storas
Department, The existing policy of the Govarnment in ganeral and Railways in parti-
cular for buying stores was highly objactionable, Tf atrres wers not borught through
the Btores Dopartment why was that department at all maintained ? \

Tae Chair put the tokon catb to vote and daclaved it earrind, This haing cintestad,
division was called and Mr, Kanzru's motion was carrried by 66 against 44 votes,

\

Separation of Railway from General Finance,

Mr. Kunzra next raised the quastion of separation of railway finance from ganaral
ﬁnf\.nca and made suggestions in respect of changes ealled for in the conviation on tha
Bubject, Atter discassion, Pandit Kunzrn withdrew the amsndment on receiving the
A3suranca that tha Honse would b1 given an opportunity of discussing the matter, | °

Enquiry into Railway Employees® Grievances,

, Mr, M. K, Acharya raisai the question of Government not acoapting tha Assembly’s
resolation in 1925 recommending inquiry into the grisvances of the suboriinate railway
fmployees, He described the attitude of tha Government as ons of great lack of sympathy
Bnd_said that resolutions had sinca been passed by tha conferencs of employees and All

ndis Railway Federation earnestly praying for a commission of ingaiey, Mr, M. K,
Acharya gave a datailed list of grievances ag receivad by him from employess particalarly

o Tegard to low wages. The plight of employees was indesd like that of a drowning man.
Would ao Sis Charles Innes with weight of his authority and inflapncs coma te their
Te52us by at least agreeing to appoint a nommittes of enquiry ?

25'1‘}[{%“- motion was under discussion when tha Assembly adjournad till next day, tha
b FEBRUARY, when the motion of Mr, Acharya was pressed to division auns carried
¥ 54 apainst 47 votes,
]
‘ 7 Extension of Assam Railway,
tha BS" Darcy Lindaay then moved a cat of Ra, [ for drawing attention to the failura of

Allway Board to consider the possibility of railway communidation between Gauhati

39
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~ and Bhillong. This was withdrawn on 8ir C. Hindley assuriog that Motor transport
gerved better than Railways in the Assam Hill roads.

Decentralisation of Railway Board's Work,

~ Mr. Kelkar next moved a cut to elicit information whether the Railway Board had any
gcheme of decentralisation of boardls woik and power of supervision and coatrol laying:
gpeeial stress on want of close touch of officials with public opinion, He urged that the
advisory committee should not be confined to metropolitan cities, but shounld also bs
formed in mofussil, He suggested that committezs be formed on the lines of those which
existad in Prassia to which referenze had been made by the Acworth Committes,
On receivine the assarance that all suggestions made in the debate would be fully
considered, Mr. Kelkar withdrew his motion, g

Conceesion Rates to Indian Manufacturers,

Mr, Kelkar next raised a grievanca against railway rates of trade in relation to
Indian manunfacturers. He traced the history of this demand since 1915 when it was
made in the Imperial Legislativa Conneil and said the Railway Dzpartment never con-
‘ducted proper investigations into the applications made by Indian manufacturers, He
instanced 1ater alia the casa of Kirloskar Brothers who mapufactured agricaltural
implements. Such implements manufactured in Hngland were imported at preferential
rates by the Customs D:partment but tha Railway Dapariment took another view and
‘wounld not allow concession even when this iniguity was drawn attention to by Dr, Harold
Mann endorsing the application of Kirloskar Brothers, This was nltimately withdrawn
by the movar.

Regulation of Expenditure.

Pandit Nilkantha Das then urged that expenditure should be regulated, He eom-
plained that expenditure was growing more and more because they were all raising the
gtandaid of living nunnecessarily by imitating Euaropeans, Tais morning there was a
view expressd that the salary of Indiang should be raised to the level of Anglo-Iadians,
Why should this be done? On the other hand the tendency ghould be to make Anglo-
Indians -adopt & lower standard. At any rate Indians must not unnecessarily raise
their own, The motion was finally lost,

Redaction of Petrol Rates,

: Col, Crawford by a token cut pressed on the attention of the Government the
necessity for reduction of petrol rates and providing facilities for carriage of petrol in
tank wagons. Sir Clement Hindley promized to look into this question of petrol rates
after consulting the Agents and informed that they were watching the guestion of carriage
of petrol in wagons, "

Other cuts on the agenda were not moved and finally the first head, the Rallway Board,
was passed by granting for it the reduced sum of Rs. 98. ' :

Inspection Demand.

@ The second head related to inspection., Mr, Daraisami Iyengar objected to the
galarien of certain officers being put as non-votable while they should have been put as
votable, He based bis objections under provisions of the Aot which réquired that Inspec-
$org should be appointed by the Governor-General in Council and as guch their ealarios
must be made votable, The Assembly then adjonrned.

Higher Appointments in 8, 1. Railway.

On the 26TH FEBRUARY, Mr. Rangaswami lyengar moved a cut of over Rg, 2 lakhe
{0 protest against the propogal of 8. I, Railway to add to higher appointments while ‘con-
{inuing to psy starvation wages to lower employees, He added that this railway was
most inefficient and that there was nepotism, The motion was rejected,

Pilgrims’ (ricvances,

Pandit Kunzru by snother token cut raised the grievances of pilgrims who are
gometimes taken in wagons, He brovght this matter particularly in view of the forth-
coming Kumbha Mela st Hardwsr. If it was felt abeoiutely necessary to carry pilgrima
mt:ra_gona then it stood to reason that they muet get some rebate in fares, This wag

Grawin, 4 3ok
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Reduction of 8rd Clags Fares, i

Mr, Acharya moved a cut to urge reduction of 3rd class fares, Reduction effected
in respect of long journey helped only a very small proportion of passengers, \

8ir Charles Innes, in opposing the motion, contended that the reduction of fares on-
East Indian, North Western and South Indian Railways bad given a loss of Rs. 67 lakhs
in eight months in spite of increased traffic. The Railways had gone as far as possible in
the direction of reducing the farcs. He emphasised that third class travelling in India
Wag the cheapest in the world, The motion was lost, [

Administration—Working Expenses.

Bic Charles Innes jthen moved for Rs, 1,230 lakhs in respect of working expenses
under administration, i

Mr, Prakasam moved a cut of Rs. 2 crores, He said the budget showed that no
less than Rs, 656 were being spent in working expenses for every hundred rupees gross
receipt, He elaborateiy mentioned to the Honse the result of his examination of Japanese
figures and their comparison with corresponding expenses incurred in India, Thus,
while in india, between Rs, 2,600 to Rs. 4,000 were paid monthly to the Agent and
Re, 6,000 to the Chief Commissioner for Railways, the salary in Japan of the Chief
Commigsioner for Railways did not exceed Rs, 1,020 per mensem, In India itself, the
House must be aware that men like the Right Hon'ble Sastri worked patsiotically for the
sake of the country on mere pittance received from the Servants of India Society, If
only the Government had for 60 years tried to open up these ranks to Indians, it would
have enabled them to run railways at haif the cost, The motion was put and lost,

Mr, Aney next moved a cut to protest against the violation of the Lee recommenda-
tion for giving 78 per cent of vacancies to Indians, Daring the year 228 appointments

were made, of whom 132 went to Europeans, while only 86 to Indians including statutory
natives of India,

Sir Charles Innes replied that on the State Railway between April to February
85 per cent appointments had gone to Epropeans and 656 per cent to Indians and the
Teason why 756 per cent was not reached wag the pauncity of mechanical engineers in
India, but the Government, fully mindful of working up to 76 per cent at the earliest
Possible date, were making arrangement for mechanical training and were employing
tiuropeans temporarily on short contracts so that these appointments did not aifeet per-
manent proportion of the service.

Mr, Aney pressed the motion to division and it was lost by 46 against 43,

__The demand under head * Working Expenses-Administration” was therefore carried
without any reduction,

Repairs and Maintenanoe,

The next head related to the working expenses, repairs and maintenance and cperation,
Mr, Shunmogham Chetti moved a reduction of Rs; 60 lakhs in the amount of 10 erores
Bet'apart for repairs and maintenance charges of rolling stock, His authority for moving
t-hls_cnu was the Raven Committce’'s report. This report had clearly rematked shat the
T€pairs were not being carried out as economically as they should be and that with better
Organisation and better methods of production, It shomld be possible to reduce the
€xpenses to the level of expenses in Bugland, The costs in: regard to locomotives were:33
Per cent higher than in England, 100 per cent higher in the case of coaching vehicles and
another 100 per cent in case of goods vebicles, These worked out four and a half crores
,.TEth. but he pleaded that the Goveroment should givean earnest of their intentions to
B30Pt the recommendations of the Committee by agreeing to at least bhalf a crore, The
motion was pressed to division and lost amidss official applause,

The total demand under this head namely Rs, 39,67,00,000 was then carried - without
Teduction,

QOther demands.

<2 At this siage (5 p.m.) guillctine was applied and other ten heads of the budyet
“%6 ’r,aeecd. 1be Congress Farty and in some cages also the 'Nationalist party erying
Ige 0" but not chailenging & divieion, Thus alter & daye’ voung except that the first

&d 1he Railway Bosid which was given a& reduced sum of Re, U8 out of Rs, 9,48,000

8 Bnilwag Budget was sanetioned in envirety, The Assembly then adjourued,
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'The Financial Statement for 1927.28.

The House re-assembled on the 1S7 MARCH 1927 to hear the speech of 8ir Basil
BLACEETT on the Budget for 1927-28. No appreciablé reduction in taxation is proposed,
but the duty on motor car and hides, export dnty on tea and stamp duty on cheques are -
all to be affected, Some of them reduced and others abolished, Permanent remission of
provineial contributions by 3 and half crores is made and Bombay gets the lion’s share
while Bengal is relieved to the extent of 9 lakhs leaving 54 lakhs, The actuals of expen-

~ diture under military for 1926-27 are expected to exceed the estimates by 63 lakhs,

In the course of his speech Sir Basil Blackett said :—

Customs receipts are expected to exceed the estimate by 130 crores, as a result of the
buoyancy of the yield from sugar and protective duties. The Proceeds in, 1925-26 of the
pugar duty were 71 lakhs more than for 1924-256 and nearly double those of 1923-24, and
were thought to have been inflated owing to the heavy fall in the world price of suvgar in
that year, But our cautions estimate of 570 crores for 1926-27 has now to be raised by
1,25 crores, Protective duties on steel in spite of their success in givifig protection have
proved onexpectedly efficacious in bringing in revenne and are now expected to produce
2.8b crores as against an estimate of 2,35 crores, This represents of course the total
proceeds of these duties, not simply the excess over what the ordinary revenue duties
would haye brooght in,

Taxes on Income are now estimated to bring in 29 lakhs less than the Budget estimate
of 16,15 crores, bat this is due almost entirely to an increase in refunds in connection with
dotble income-tax relief consequent on the reduction in the standard rate of income-tax
in Great Britain, "

Our receipts from Ealt were fully up to anticipations up to the end of December, but
the hope, however slenderly buttressed, that the new Budget might bring a reduction of
duty seems to spring eternal in the breast of the salt mercbant and the most recent figures
guggest that clearances have been retarded pending the opening of the Budget. If so, the”
March fignres may show a substantial recovery, but I have felt it prudent to place the
Tevised estimate at 6,70 crores, a reduction of 20 Jakbs on the origiffal estimate,

The net reecipts from Opium are now estimated at 3,12 crores, an improvement of
86 lakhs on the Budget figure, We were unduly cautious 1 our forecast of the immediate
effect of our new policy of restricting exports, while & poor crop succeeding three succes-
pive bumper years led to a saving of 48 lakbs in our payments to cultivators, etc,

There is no change in the figure of 6.01 crores for the Railway contribution, and
among other revenue heads 1 need only mention a special receipt of 31 lakhs on account
of German reparation which represents a payment in respect of the period before 1st April
1926 and does not therefore go direct to reduction or avoidance of debt under the provi-

sions of the Finance Act of 1925,
Expenditore, 1926-27,

On the Expenditure side the most important variations are an excess of 67 lakhs in
the met Mililary expenditure and a eaving of 82 Jakhs on interest on dead-weight debt,
The latter is dve to the reduction in t(he 1ate of interest paid on new borrowings, The
excees on the Military Budget ariges mainly from the necessity of increased expenditure
on purchage and manufacture of ordinance and other stores amounting to 70 lakhs, Un-
fortunately this is not & non-recurrent but a recurrent increase explainable by the fact
that we have come to the end of our power to draw on the snrplus stores left over after
the Wal‘. i

The reviced estimate of revenve comes to 180-25 ciores and the reviced estimateof
expenditure to 127,36 crores as ccmpared with the original estimate of 130,43 crores and
120,88 crores, Thus for the fomth year in rucccepicn we are left with a realised surplus,
The revised Budget of 1926-27 sk 16 a balance on the right side of 3,10 crores,

There figures are diawn up off the lasis which bas been customary for the purpose
of (he preeentation of the Indian Budget for many years but, as pointed ont by the Public
Accounis' Lcmmittee in their Report om the Acccnnts of the year 1924-25, they do not,
stricily speaking, repreeent efther the gioss or the ret 1¢venue and expenditure of the
Govervmert of India, A break of continuity is always to be deprecated. I have not
thovght 1t degitable to depart {rem the method of presentation sanctioned by past practice,
Toere are indecd diawkacks in :ny form that might be adopted, But that the present
foom e, in seme ways, inconvenicnt ard msy even be musleading is illustrated by our
expericree in 1926-27, In spite of corsiderable improvements in the majn Revenue besds,
it I8 very surprising to discover that the revised estimate of revemme for 1926-27 actmally

4%
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8hows & decline of 18 lakhs as compared with the original estimate, The explanation has
to be found in the way in-which Railway figures are brought into the figures of the
Gegeral Budget, Both the receipts and expenditure on Reilway Account, which appear
a8 1tems in the General Budget, are substantially lower in the revised Budget than in the
original, Yet the Railway contribution is exactly as originally estimated and has under-
gone no change whatever, The revised surplus of 3,10 crores for 1926-27 is acconunted
for to the extent of rather over 2 crores by a real improvement in our revenue ; yet the
Tevised figure for revenue is less than the original, The figures of net revenue and
€xpenditure referred to below give a truer picture in this respect. On the other hand, the
net figures tend to obscure the magnitude of the Government of India’s activities and of
the expenditure which they and the Assembly control. We must turn to the gross figures
to get an adequate conception of what these are,
The gross expenditure of the Government of India including the working expenses”

Of the Railways and of the Posts and Telegraphs and lrrigation Departments aggregates
well over 200 crores, The exact figure is 204,72 crores, Even this figure esciudes
certain gmall items of expenditure which are shown net—not gross—in our accounts, I

ave not imposed on the Finance Department, to whose loyal and exacting labours during
the Budget season the Government and the assembly and in a special degree the Finance

ember are deeply indebted, the task of arriving at exact figures in this connection, For
the purpose of presentation of the facts to the House and the country, the gross expendi-
ture figure of %04.7% crores conveys a sufficiently true picture,

The task of working out accurate figures of our net revenue and expenditure requires
Preliminary decisions - on many pioblematical points, for example, the question arises
Whether expenditure on the collection of taxes should appear as expenditure or asa
deduction from the revenue raised by means of those taxes;or again, whetnher the interest
Ieceived on our advances to the Provincial Loans Acconnt should be treated as a deduc-
tion from our interest charges or as revenne, Statement D of the Budget sets out the

gures of net revenue and expenditure on the same basis as last year, According to that
tatement our net expenditure amonnts to 84,07 crores. One fact which the figures of
D¢t revenue and expenditure bring out with somew hat startling ciearness i8 the extent to
Which under the reformed constitution the activities of the Government of lndia have
oen transferred to the Provincial Governments, the functions of the Central Government
Ing limited in the main to the defence of India, her relations with the exterior and
With the Indian Princes, major communications, the Public Debt and the Currency, some
Wiscellaneons duties in conneetion with subjects such as surveys, archacology and research,

and the responsibility for general superintendence, direction and control of the Provincia
Overnments,

Debt position,

In the year 1926-27, while our total debt will have increased from 969,04 to 975,541
CToTes, our sterling debt will have deoreased from 456,55 to 452.40 crores, Our produc-
tive debt will have increased from 737 98 crores to 775.83 crores, and our unproductive
debt will have decreased from 234.06 to 201,71 crores, Satisfactory as these figures are
in themselves, they are still more pleaging in their reaction on onr Budget expenditure
*0d on the rate of inlerest at which we borrow in India whether for new capitai cutlay

oL Preductive purposes or for repayment of maturing debt, Thanks mainly to car pulicy
i making regular provision for reduction or avoidance of debt, we borrowed in the market
2 India at the rate of 4,69 per cent, subject to income-tax in 1926 as compared with 6
w? Cent tax-free in 1922, and the charge on the Budget of 1927-28 for interest on dead:
Iae ght debt is about 5 and half crores less than it was in 1923-24, a saving considerably

T8er than the total amount of our present provision for reduction or avoidanee of debt,

: Budget estimates for 1927-28—Revenue,

tar The ground is now cleared for the presentation of the figures of revenune and expendi-
@ of 1927.98, I put the net revenue from Customs at 49,15 crores, an increass of
2:7 Crores over the original estimate and of 1,46 crores over the revised estimate for 1926
Prt;tectj owance has been made for & reduction of about 40 lakhs in the revenune from
18 wie C dUty on steel owing to the effect of the new Steel Industry Proteotion Bill, It
high ;9 0 anticipate some reduction in the imports of fugar as compared with the very
ever bgu?fs of the past two years, The reductions under these two heads should, how-
Ung.Pensated for by the normal growth of revenue under other heads,

85 lakil:;m the head of *Taxes on Income,’ 1 put our net receipts at 16,560 erores which is
IeViseq “’é‘;"m than the Budget figure for the ourrent year and 66 lakbs mors than the
WA, The improvement nuder this Lead is due in part to slightly morg
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profitable trade generally and in part to the snbstitution of taz-subject for tax-free
Government of India sccurities, ; L

The original estimate of revenue from salt duty for 1926-27 was 6,90 crores and I pub
the figure for 1927-28 at 7 crores, the increase being. justified on the basis of the nermal
growth in consumption, :
) Under the bead ‘Opium’ we have to allow for a reduction of 10 per cent in our exports
in accordance with the policy anpounced last year. On the other hand, the considerable
reduction which has becn eficcted in the area of cultivation curtails our outgoings., 1 put
the figure for gross revenue from Opium at 3,83 crores, which is 35 lakbs less than the
Tevised figure for the current year, and the expenditure at 91 lakhs which is 16 lakhs
less than the figure in the revised estimates for 1926-27, The net revenue will according-
Jy be 2,92 crores as compared with 8,12 crores in the current year.

The net receipts from Railways for 1925-26 were considerably below those for
1924-25 and in spite of the increased valne of 1 per cent on the capital charge, the
contribution falls from 6,01 crores in 1926-27 to 5.48 crores in 1027-28.

Qur receipts under other heads of Tevenue are estimated at 16.70 crores, being a
reduction of 1,74 crores from the original estimate for 1926-27, This estimate assumes
the continuance, pending the inangunration of the Reserve Bank, of Lhe prescnt pragtice
of crediting to revenue the excess over £40 million in the Gold Standard Reserve and the
income from investments of the Paper Currency Reserve, The amount of these receipls
has, of course, been diminished as the result of the reduction both of the sterling and of
the Government of India rupee securities in the latter Reserve,

Our total estimate of revenue for 1927-28 comes to 128,96 crores as comjared with
an original estimate of 180,43 crores fur 1926-27 and a revised estimate of 180.25 crores,

Expenditure,

I estimate our net military expenditure for 1927-28 at 54.92 crores, or almost the
same figure as the original military estimate for 1926-27, but 36 lakhs less than the revised
figure tor that ycar, The disappearance of pos-twar charges for demobilised officers’
accounts for a saving of 64 lakhs, but this is counterbalanced by the extra provision
necessary for the expaugion of the Air Force, by increased expenditure on improving the’
bartack sccommodation for both British and Indian troops, and by the necessity {or an
additional ontiay of 90 lakhs on ordnance and other stores t0 which 1 have already alluded,

Civil expendituare,

The most significant variation in our civil expenditure from the figures of the current
year gocurs under the head ‘Interest on deadweight debt,’ which I put at 10,63 crores ag
comparsd with 12,63 crores in the Budget for the carrent year, I have already drawn’
attention to the way in which our etesdy adherence to the policy of making regular
provision for reduction and avoidance of debt and confining new borrowings to productive
porposes in bringing in an apnual dividend to the tax-payer in the shape of a progres.
sively increasing saving in the charge for interest on dead-weight debt. The saviog in
gross interest charges is not less striking and the people of India are securing. year by year,
in addition to the tax-payers’ saving on interest on dead-weight debt, all the advantages
of lower interest charges on the capital which is being newly invested in productive
%ourks of development. Llis benefit is felt alike by the Railways, the lirigation and the
Forest departments, and the Provingial Governments as 8. whole 10 whom an imprevemens
in the credit of the Government of India brings a mnch-valued boon in bringing down. the
rate of interest they bave to pay on the sums boriowed by them from the Provincial Loans
¥und or direet from the market,

Beneficial services,

For the last two years, the Government of India have been secking gradually to
restore some of the cuts made on the advice of the Retrenchment Committee in the
Government of India’s expenditure on bencficial services, It is Do reflection on the
Betrenchment Committee to gay that gome of the culs were short-sighted, Temporary.
expedients bad to be adopted in the nexisting financial situation, 1t was absolutely.
essential that expenditure should be redvced and it 18 to the labours of that Committee
that we owe ouxr present ability to take a somewhat longer view, Amopg the new ilemd
of expendituse, which have been spproved by the Blanding Finance Committer; 1 wounld
draw special attention to the five-year programme for the expansion of education in the
Frontier Frovinces ana other terfituries directiy administercd by tbe Government of lndia,
This progsemme was drawn up by the Deparbment of Education, Heaith and Lands om
1he suggestion of the Kiuance Department and is, we hope, only the first of & sezies- of

.
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programmes relating to the other activities of that Department which largely monopolis
sea the privilege, so far as the Government of India is concerned, of watching over those
Comparatively few services which have not been transferred to the Provincial Govern-
ments, where expenditure is directly and obviously related to the advancament of “the
Bocial well-being of the masses of the people, The programmes for additional expenditure
on panitation and other services are not yet ready, though indivitual items of new
expenditure on their services are included in the estimates for 1927-28 The edncational
programme which extends ap to 1981-32 involves, during the fiva years, an adlitional
non.recurring expenditure of 29 and three fourth lakhs and a reciurring expen-iture,
rising gradually from 4 lakhs in 1927.28 to 10 aund half lakhs in 1931-32. The total
amount of additional expenditure for the year 1927-28 is just under 12 lakhs, 1

Post and Telegraphs,

The Indian Pogtal and Telegraph Department is, as the House is aware, treated not
88 & profit-earning institution but a

8 an organisation whose energies are directed to supply-
ing postal and telegraph facilities to the general public in as full a measure as is
compatible with the fundamental principle that the D:partment should mnot be a burden
on the general taxpayer. Under normal conditions, the working expsnses and interest
charges should be, as nearly as possible, the same as the gro:s revenue of the Department,
With the gradual improvement in trade, it is permissible to hope that the revenues will
grow to an extent sufficient to show a substantial surplus over working expense and
Interest charges. But that bappy state of-affairs is not yet actually in sight, It is
©lear, therefore, that any important reduction in the present postal and telegraph rates

cannot be secured without saddling the general taxpayer with the necessity of paying a
heavy subsidy.

In the case of the Indo-Euro

of working in 1927-28 ehow a small |
in the current year,

Our estimate of the aggregate expenditure of the Government for 1927-28 comes to
125.26 crares, OQur estimate of revenue on the basis of existing taxation is, as already
Btated, 128,96 orores, resulting in & surplus of 8.70 crores, ‘

The surplus of 3,70 crores for 1927-28 is arrived at on the assumption that there will

no departore during the year from the established rate of exchange of 1s, 6d. per
rupee, The House will, [ know, desire to be informed what effect a reduction of the rate
of exchange from 1s, 6d, to 1s, 4d. would have en the Budget figares which I have pre-
Bented. It is by no means eary to arrive at an accurate estimate, In a statement which
I8 being circnlated to-day, the many and various comsiderati»ng which have to be taken
into account in order to show the effect of a reluction to 1s. 4d, on the Budget for 1927-

are set ont in gome detail, The effect on the Budgets for the following years isalso
Considered in the same statement, The conclusion arrived at is that on the assumption
that during the year 1927-28 it will Le unnecessary to compensate any Government
fmployees in any way for the loss of approximately 11 per cent, in the value of their
Wages, the rednction of the ratio to Is, 4d. would result in 1927-28 in a total worsaning

of our position by 5.26 crores, I donot feel that it is my duty to-day on bahalf of the

Covernment to make suggesticns how the resulting deficit of LGB erores should be
Drovided for, _

pean Telegraph Department, the estimated net results
038 of 3 lakhs which is slightly more than the figure

Changes in taxation,

The gurplus of 3,70 crores is arrived at on the basis of the existing level of taxtion,
With 5.45 crores of Provincial contribution apart from Bengal’s contribution of 63 Iakhg)

8till Bnliquidated, it is obvious that we cannot afford (o give away any imaportant portion

3? e surplug in reduction of taxation it we are to live up to our declared intention of
Teeting our financial policy to the reductio

i _ nand eventual extinction of the Proyincial
s Of‘ utions as soon as may he.  We are, therefore, not yet ina position to make full
the Glhe valuable report of the Tazation Enquiry Committee whose recommendations
Overnment and the country have been studying during the past year, I shall, I
"i‘;l;?. have the approval nf‘ the Honse in saying that onr gonr‘\ml policy Aas tpgg.rda faxa-
£ ought to be directed first fowards 8 more equitable distribution of its incidence, so
4T a8 that may be attainable with due regard to the other canons of taxation, and the
:x lfron o_f these imposts which are obnoxions in prineiple, such as some of the existing
Ot:zmt duties, and that, when onr finances permit, we should aim at a gradual reduction
mar"@‘-mn_toa level which will give some relief to thae tax-payer and _lf‘f‘}-‘» a larger
tiongm available for the Provineial Governments’ needs, Onoa the Provineial econtribue
4l ‘:mzaya been extinguished, we shall find ourselves in a freer atmosphere in which we

8ider the question of taxation entirely or almost entirely from the standpoint of
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the Central Administration, With & surplus of 3.70 crores, the Honse will, I think, not
desire us to proposs additional taxation for the purpose of increasing the surplus, In
1927-28 therefore, we clearly cannot do more than effact minor chauges, the net results
of which will not be seriously to modify the surplus of revenune over expenditure,

Export duty on hides,

The first proposals which 1 have to pot before the Hounse in regard to taxation affect
§wo of our existing export duties, the export daty on hides and the export duty on tea.
The export duty on hides has been condemned by the Fiscal Commission and the Taxation
Enquiry Committee as wrong in principle and dangsrous in effsct, The trade is at present
in a depressed condition and the Government have for some years seen no justification for
the retention of the duty except on purely revenus gronnds. The export duty on skins,
which is open to some of the same objeotions, is both more productive and less poditively
harmful than the export duty on hides, and we do not feel that we are in a position this
year to propose its roduction or abolition. We do, however, propose the immediate aboli-
tion of the export duty on hides {avolving a loss of 9 lakhs of revenue.

Export duty on tea,

The export.duty on tea brings in approximately 50 lakhs a year. QOar finances
clearly do not permit of its abolition anless we can find some means of compensating oor-
galves for the loss involved, Fortunately, we are in a position fo make a proposal which
will gecure the disappearance of tha export duty on tea with mo ultimate loss to the
revonue and at the same time other dafinite advantages to the producers of tea. The tea
companies are now assessed to sncoms-tax on 25 per cent. only of their total profits, the
balance being regarded as agricultural incoms aund therefora nob liable to incoma-tax.
The proportion of 25 per cent, was based on imperfect data and later enquiries show that
the non-agrienltural profits of the tea companiss amdunt to ab least B0 per cent, of the
whole, The Government, therefore, proposa that the export duty on tea should be abolighs

ed and that the tea companies should in future ba assessed to income-tax at 50 per cent,
a. gubiject to the proviso that whera there is a’market for green tea

of their total nef incom?,
and the non-agricultural profits can be exactly ascertained, income-tax should be assessed
£ that export duty on fea

on the total of such mnon-agricultural profits, The abnlition 0
costs ns 50 lakhs. We expret to geb an additional 45 lakhs from income-tax on the non-

agricnltoral profits in 1927-23 rising to 50 lakhs in 1928-29.

Import duty on motor care, etc.
The next propnsal which the Government have to make is one which will, T hope, be
univereally popular. We propose that the import daty on motor CAars should be reduced
from 20 per cent, to 20 per cent, tad valorem” and the import duty on tyTes from 30 to
15 per cent, After making allowance for the stimulus to imports which this reduction of
duty is expected to give, T estimate the cost of this proposal at 10 lakhg only, The
reduction is in accordance will the views of the Taxation Enquiry Committee which
rightly drew attention to the importance of encouraging the development of motor trans-
port in India, Neither tha Government nor, T think, the House would feel perturbed if
the Provincial Grvernments seizad the opportunity of this redaction of the import duty
to jmpose Provineial taxation on the ussre of motor cars for the improvement and develop-
ment of their systems of road communication,

Tmport duoty .on rubber sceds,

There will be fonud included in the Finance Bill a provision for removing to the list
of articles which can be imported free of duty rubber seeds and rubber stamps which ara
at present snbject to a duty of 15 per cent, ad valorem.” The proceeds of this daby are
{nconsiderabls but it iz hampering an important adolescent industry in Burma, whose
production promises to become an inereasingly valuable item in our export trade. The
Government of Burma have made & special repregentation to the Government of India in
gupport of this concession. We are very glad to be in & position to meeb their wishes,

Stamp Duty on Cheques.

I have one more proposal to make for seduction. The Government have decided
io siceept the rrcommendation mads indspendently in several quarters and endorsed by the
Carrency Commigsion that the stamp duty oun cheques should be abolished. With a
view to the development of the banking habit in India, we propose at the same tims
to gholish the duty on ether Bills of Exchange pavable on demand, For the momens,
we do not propose the abolition of the stamp duty on Bills of Exchange not payable on
demand which requires further consideration and will involve a loss of about 25 lakht
of revenue, It will be desirable that the abolition of the etamp duty on cheques and
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other Bills of Exchange payable on demand shonld not come into forcs until the 18t of
July next in order to give the banks time to make the necassary preparations, The cost
of the abolition of the duty on cheques ina full year will be 7 lakhs but is estimated
to amount for the nine months in 1927-28 to 5 lakhs only. This loss falls on the
Provincial Governments but does not make any very material difference even to those
Governments such as Bengal and Bombay, where the bulk of the duty is collected. In
these circumstances, the Government do not think it necessary to compensate the Provin-
cial Governments for the temporary loss of revenue involved, partly in view of the
Telief which will be given to those Government in other directions, as the House will
bresently observe, and partly because we hope to be in & position a year hence to bring
forward proposale for a division of the Stamps Head into Central and Provineial, coupled
With a revision of the Devolution Rales which will fully make good to the Provinces
what they will give up under the head ¢ Stamps.” The cost of abolishing the dnuty"‘On
Other Bills of Exchange payable on demand will fall on Central Revenues, but will not
be considerable, and I have felt it unnecessary to make any special provision for it.

Import Daty on Tobacco,

Apart from the loss of 5 lakhs owing to the abolition of stamp duty on cheques
which will not affect the Central Government's Budget, the proposed reductions and
changes in taxation involves a diminntion of out revenne by 24 lakhs, In order partially
to cover this loss, the Government propose to increase the import duty on unmanufactured
tobacco from Re, 1 to Re, 1-8 per lb, an increase which is fully justified on statistical
grounds and while giving some additional production to Indian grown tobacco, will not
materially affect the Indian cigarette industry which is now in a stroug position. I expect
to obtain 18 lakhs from this source,

The net effect of these measures on our estimates for 1927-28 will be a reduction
of 51 lakhs under the head Customs, and an increase of 45 lakhs from Taxes on Income,
with the resuit that our surplus will then stand at 864 Crores. :

Provincial Contributions,

The natural use of a recurring surplus is to reducs Provincial contributions. T pro-
Poge,—and I am eure that the House will unanimously agres—that our surplus should be
devoted to a permanent reduction by 3 and half crores of the Provincial contribution
distributed in strict accordance with the provisions of the existing Devolution Rules,
Thia will leave only 195 orores of the contributions unremitted, excluding the Bangal
contribution, Bengal is entitled to a share in the recurring remission of 8 and half crores
t0 the extent of 9 lakhs, so that her contribution of 63 lakhs will be reducad to 10 lakhs,
As, however, Bengal will not be paying any contribution during 1927-28, the actual cost
10 the Government of India of the permanent remission of 3 and half crores of the
Provingia) contributions will amoant only to 341 crores in 1927-28.

Unfortunately the amount of our surplas is not sufficient to enable us to make a
Clean 8weep of all the Provincial contributions. It falls short of the amount required by

‘81 crores, It is an interesting coincidenca that the deficiency is approximately equal
10 the amount of revenue eacrificed a year ago when the Uotton Excise Duty was remitted,
ven more unfortunats is the fact that the permanent remission of 8 and half crores,
While bringing welcome relief to every Province, leaves 87 lakhe out of Bombay’s!'con-

-

tribution of 56 lakhs still unliquidated. The Bombay Government's Budget is, Lam °

®0ITy to say, in & very unsatisfactory state, Bombay is faced with a considerable realisad
deficit on the working of 1926-27 and is under the shadow of a further estimated deficit
O 51 lakhs in 1927-28 on other than Development transactions, which will ba reduced
%0 82 lakhs by the remission of 19 lakhs of her contribution, this bsing Bombay's share
Of the 3 and half crores, The Bombay Government have made a very strong anpeal
for help to the Government of lodia, 1t i8 needless for us to embark upon a critical
8Xamination of the causes of Bombay’s difficulties, Even though we might be inclinad
10t to acquit Bombay altogether of regponeibility in the matter, we must in fairness
TeCognise that the existing Davolation Rule 15 regarding the grant to the Provinces of
0 interest to the proceeds of Taxes on Tncom? which was designed for the benefit of
‘mbay and Bengal in particolar, has altogether failed in its purposs. Any special
Claimg Bengal might have urged in this connection have bheen liguidated by the relief
ah"mdy accorded ; she has been rvalieved from 1922-23 ouwards of the paymant of any
Part of her annugl contribution of 63 lakhs, a gift of the aggregate wvalus of 3‘18 orores
P to 3ia; March 1927, The only corresponding gift made to Bomhay was a gpacial
n°n-recnrring reduction of her contribation of 22 lakhs for the year 1925.26 only.
10 0 these circumstances, the Government of India have been cbnvinced that a vary
Pecial effory, ought to be made in 1937-28 on Bombay's behalf, We are equally convineed

40
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of the inexpediency of altering the existing Devolution Rule for the distribution of relief
among the Provinces in a way which wonld help Bombay at the expense of other Provin-
ces, Bome other golution must be found and the Government of India propose to find it
- by having recourse to the realised surplus of 1926-27, This amounts, a8 I have already
stated, to 3:10 crores, After eareful consideration, we have decided that the best way
out of our difficulty will be to use a part of this surplus for the purpose of remitting the
whole of the remainder of the Provineial contrbutions: for the year 1927-28, This proce-
duare will permit us to mect Bombay’s needs in full measure and enable her to balance her
Budget for 1927-28 without in-any way infringing the rights or arousing the resentment of
any of the other Provinees. On the contrary, it will bring them additional and welcome
relief. It will carry with it relief to all the-Provinces from any liability to pay any
contribntion to the Central Government in 1927.28, I may add in order to make the
story complete, that we propose also to relieve Coorg of her contribution of Rs. 12,000,

These measures will exhanst the sarplus in the Central Government’s Budget for
1927-28 and reduce to 1.29 crores the estimated surplus in the revised Budget of 1926-27,
The proposals so far made regarding the Provincial ‘contributions, while fully meeting
Bombay’s needs for 1927-28, do nothing to make up to her for the disappointment of her
expectations regarding a share in the proceeds of taxes of Inceme under Devolution Rule
15 in the past year., 1n order that the Bombay Government may not feel that we are deaf
to ber claims on this account, we propose further that a sum of 28 lakhs out of the still
remaining sarplus for 1926-27 should be devoted to relieving Bombay of “one-baif of her
contribution of 56 lakhe for the current year, We propose to couple this special conces-
gion with the condition that her Budget for 1927-28 shall show a balance on the right
gside. Iam glad to know from the flgures of the Bombay Budget presented in the Bombay
Legislative Council last week, that there is every prospect of this condition being
satisfied. *

There remains s sum of -1:01 erores still left unallocated out of the realised surplus
of 1926-27. 1 have already observed that the inauguration of the Reserve Bank in
1928-20 may cause some temporary diminution of the Central Government’s revenue,
It would be undesirable, if we can avoid it to make any special call on the tax-payer for
the purpose of tiding over temporary Budget difficnlties connected with the financing
of the new @old. Bullion Standard and Reserve Bank, The Government accordingly
propose to utilise the remainder of the realised surplus of 1926-27 as a nest egg either
for the purpose of relieving the Budgets of 1928-29 and 1929-30 of temporary charges
incident to the inanguration of the new currency system or for the purpose of increasing
the strength of the reserves to be handed over to the Reserve Bank as cover for the note-
issne or for hoth purpoges, according as circamstances dictate,

* : Revenuo Reserve,

The procedure which we propose is to open a special Deposit Account and pay into
it the whole of the realised surplus for 1926-27, In the estimated receipts for 1927-28,
there would be included a2 payment from this Account to revenue of the sum required tu
balance revente and expenditure in 1927.28, on present figures 1+81 crores, The amount
finally credited to revenue in 1927-28 would, however; be not this exact amount bunt such
pum a8 may ultimately prove necessary in order to bridge whatever the final gap may be
between the expenditure for the year and the ordinary revenue, apart from this assistance

~from the special reserve, In order that this may be done the Government propose to the
House, at the time wben the Finance Bill is taken into consideration, a special supple-
mentary estimate covering the transfer to the surplus of 1926-27,

I desire to emphasisé clearly the fact that the non-recurrent remission of the Provin-
elal contributione must be regarded as definitely temporary, so that if a recurring
gpurplos i@ not available a year hence sufficient to enable us to make this remission per-
marnent, it will be necessary cither to restore the temporarily remitted contributions
wholly or in part or else to propose freeh taxation.

The House will rccognise that even thongh the Government are formally eafegnarded
against the accusation of counting mnhatched chickens by the provision that the final
portion of the Provincial contribuiions is remitted for ome year only, they arc clearly
taking the risk that if the monsoon of 1927 is specially unfavourable, both the Govern-
ment and the House, and in & special degree the Finance Member, will be faced next
year with difficulties which will in a measure be self-imposeds

Our proposals are also open to another objection whick I should be the last to
minimise, They involve a diversivn of the realised surplus of 1926-27 Irom its proper
application to the reduction or avoidance of debt, The House will, 1 am sure, do ms the
justice of recogniging that I have not been backward ip ingisting on the virtmes ol

&
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strictness and purism in the matter of debt redemption, My defence for this lapse from
virtue must be that complete liquidation of our liabilities to the Provinces in respect of
Provincial contributions is a very big prize, justifying a very special effort, and that a
fuccession of realised sarpluses has enabled us to outdistance our own fixed programme ‘of
debt redemption in the last few years, and that the fixed programme remains unmodified
and involves us in any case in a charge of 5:12 crores for rednction or avoidance of debt
n 1927-28, We can, I think, justifiably make this concession without denying our
Prineiples, in order to secure the advantage for India, economisz and social, and the stimu-
1ns to the successful working of the reforms, which will flow from the release of 5'45 crores
Of revenue to the Provinces for expenditure on those nation-building services which all
true friends of India and of the Reforms bave so deeply at heart.

. Yinally, we shou!d not be unmindfnl of the fact that 80 long as Provincial contriba-
tions remained unliquidated, the occurence of a bad monsoon, which would affect Pro,
vincial finances more directly and more severely than Central finances, would make the -
Position of the Central Government an uneasy one in the face of demands from the Pro-
‘Vinces for assistance from the Central Budget,—a state of affairs which wiil be fundamental-

¥ changed once we have ceased to exact any contributions, From the standpoint of omr

vays and Means Budget, the complete release of the Provineial contributions make Jless
ifference than might at first Bight be expected, It is improbable that the Provinces
Will find it expedient to embark immediately on heavy additional expenditure, as time will

required for working ount plans and programmes, Indeed, so far as the year 1927-28 ia

cm(licerned, I anticipate that the surplus of 1926-27 will, in effect, remain in our balances
an

available temporarily for the avoidance of debt, so that the amount of new money
Which we ghall ask for from the market, when we issue our Rupee Loan in the sammer,
Will not be increased as a result of these proposals,

Let me sum up the Government’s plans for dealing with the surplus of 1926-27 and
1927.28, The current year's surplus of 810 crores will be reduced to 2'82 crores by the
Bpecial remission of 28 Jakhs of the Bombay Government's contribution for 1926-27.

i8 sum of 2'82 crores will be transferred in its entirety to a special reserve so that the
revised estimate for the current year will not exhibit either & revenue surplus or a deficit,
@ next year’s surplus of 8'64 crores will be supplemented by such sum, a8t present
estimated at 1.81 crores, as may be required to be transferred from the special reserve in
Order that the out-turn of the year 1927-28 may also show neither a deficit nor a surplus,
& credit balance in the special reserve at the close of 1927-28, at present estimated at
"U1 crores, will be kept in hand as a nest egg for use in conmection with the inaugura.
ton of the new Giold Bullion Staudard and Reserve Bank,
Concluding the Finance Member said :—

Each of the three Budgets laid befere the Second Assembly was not only balanced at
the time of its introdnction but bas presented [ndia with an appreciable realised sarplus
Of revenue over expenditure, The necessity of reducing the salt tax from Rs, 2-8 to Ra,
1-4 Per maund in the Budget of 1924-25 postponed the beginning of the remission of the
Provingia] contributions. The Budgets for 1925.26 and 1926-27, relieved finally of the
Uncertainties of Railway Finance by the separation of the Railway Budget from the

€neral Budget, effected a reduction in the Provinoial contrbutions amoanting to 8,75
Crores or, if the Budget contribution be included, a reduction from 9.83 crores by 4,38
ctores to 5.45 crores, In addition, the Budget for 1926-27 signalised the demise of {he
Unlamented Cotton Hxcise Daty. Inthe first Budget, this new Assembly has before it
Proposals for the complete extention, at any rate so far as the year 1927-28 is concerned,
of the Provincial contributions, \

account it a great stroke of good fortume for myself and a happy augury for the
financial work of the new Assembly that its firat Budget should be the first since the
°I0rms in which our revenues are independent of assistance from the provincial taxs
Payer. Ever since the Reforms were inaugurated the Provineial contributions have been
& millstone round the neck both of the Central Government and of the Provincial Governe
'I_len_l»a of India poisoning their mutual relations and hampering their every action,

%I quality even more than their smount, hae strained the reeonrces of the .giver
Angd the patience of the recipient, They have brought curses, not blessings, both to him
Who hag given and to him who has taken, The year 1927-28 sets India iree from
thig incnbagg,

1t is true that final and complete freedom has still to be won and that we are still
Telying on the Budget of 1928-29 to consolidate the ground mow.ogcupied, The year
betore yg must be devoted to a further and final effort to this end, But meanwhile the

T0vincia) Governments will have at their immediate disposal larg: additional resources

8y can turg confidently to the work of framing projects for the ‘advancement of the
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well-being of their citizens. Governments and, in particular, Finance Departments, and
even Finance Members, are often taunted with being heartless and inhuman, and it is
doubtless difficult and occasionally dangerous, to wax eentimental over figures, There is
rothing to capture the imagination or stir the emotions in the figure of 545 crores, But
what romance lies behind this figure when it is translated into spending capacity in the
bands of the Ministers in the Provinces | 1t is always wise, when discussing fignres and
accounts, (0 Temember that money represents nothing more than a power to command
goods and services, The programme of educational expenditure in the territories directly
administered by the Government of India, to which 1 referred earlier in my speech,
involves over a pericd of 5 years a total expenditure recurring and nom-recorring, of 68
lakbs, In addition to improved accemmodation and a higher standard of teaching for
hundreds of existing schools and thousands of existing scholars, these 68 lakhs represent
sometbing like 600 new gchools and 30,000 children brought within reach, for the first
time, of the privileges of education year by year., What will 5'45 crores a year, trans-
figured into goods and services, available year: by year in the hands of the Provincial
Governments, mean 1n the promotion of human happiness, in the prevention of preventas
ble diseage and ignorance, in the widening of the opportunities for a good life for many
crores of the people of india | It is in the belief that by the acceptance of this Budget.
Members of this Houge have it in their power to promote the health and happiness of
millions of the masses of India that I commend the Government's proposals to the House
and to the country ”,

Civil Aviation Grant Passed.

There was a fair attendance on the next day tbe 2ND MARCH, when the House met

with an important motion, being a Supplementary demand of Rupees ten lakhs for Civil
Aviation, 8ir B. N, Mitra made a long epecch in commending the motion, He said that the
money now acked for was really for acquieition of land for a future air harbour, The Stand-
ing Finance Lommitlee had agreed to this subject to the question of policy being accepted
by the Astsembly., The eseence of the policy was to ensure that India shail have an
eficctive voice 1 the conditions on which contracts are given for services touching her
shoies and that opportunities were afforded for the investment of Indian capital and for
tiaining and employment of Indian pilots and personnel, From the questions put in this
House, it was evident that members wese taking great interest in the question of aviae
tion, The Assembly iteelf ever since its establishment in 1921 has been voting money
year alter year for expenditure on measures Which received the approval of the Standing
¥inance Lonmittee. Aeroplane tiansport gervices were giarted in various parts of the
worla mestly in 1920 ana since then Europe had abont eighteen thousand miles of air lines
in place of pix thousand miles, America about eight thousand miles in place of 2,800,
Afriea 8,600 in place ot Y00 and Australia and Asia where there were no air lines in
1920 baa 3,300 and 1,800 miles respectively, An important advantage of aerial over
surface transport was epeed, To the businessman, time was money and ecomomy of time
was of great advantage in regard to goods traffic, Aerial transport had other advantages
over suriace transport, Carriage of goods by air had several important advantages,
“particniarly 1n the case of wansit between diflerent countries, after explaining the
growth in air gervices in Great Britain nnder which the number of passengers and quantity
ot goods carried had increased, Sir B, N. Mitra said that in Australia the air services
were now a veeivl and important feature of regnlar transport system, Japan too had
taken up an elaborate programme of development of civil aviation which wonld take 20
years to complete, Aeroplanes had been used in certain countries for administrative
purposes such as foresi fire protection, survey of tracts, anti-malarial operations, ambu.-
isnce and medical duties ete, It was, therefore, nndesirable that India should lag behind
other countries, Imbued with a spirit of progress India which was a continent even
more largely benefitted than most other countries by the development of her air transport,
Ag a matter of fact Borma Government was already making use of air service for the
survey pf about 1,400 mijes of forest and Creck conntry in the Ilrawadi delta, With the
development of air services between England and Iudia, the transit between the two
conutsies would take only five or six daye, tuat betwern Bombay and Calcutta less than
12 nours, of Delln Caicutta and Bombay within niue bours, Madras in & straight ronte
wotla by & little more than 12 hours’ journey and if nighs flying develops Bangoon wonld
e xeached within 24 hours,
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Proceeding, 8ir Bhupendranath Mitra said that however poor India might be, she
could not wholiy overiovk the i ed for the development of her aerial transport. Unless
India took an sctive iuterest in this matter, there was the real oanger of this transport
pasring into the bands of io?vign cajitalsts to wh m India could not refuse the right of

ight over her territory under terms of international Air Convention. He corrected the

impression created by Dewan Chamanlal that the policy was to help England’s supposed
military adventures in the Far East, In the Budget of 1927-28 they had provided for
the expenditure of about Rs, 4 lakbs of which only Rs, 70,000 was recurring and the
balance was non-recurring.

Conciuding Sir B. N. Mitra explained the details of the scheme as already published
and said the air barbour at Karachi was being constructed with financial assisisnce from
British Government and it was only proper that the Government of India should later
on take over the barbour by paying back to the British Government the money they aze
Spending on it, Apart from four main air harbours at Karachi, Bombay, Ualoutta and

,/Rangoon, it will be necessary gradually to provide a chain of aerodromes seross the
. Dnain air routes, With .the approval of the S, F'. O, A.a sum of Rs, 1 and a ha!f lakhs
bas been entered in the budget for 1927-28 to meet expenditure on the acquisition of land
for intermediate aerodromes on the main route from Karachi to Calcutta and Rangoon,
AR additional reason for incurring this expenditure at an early date was to enabie the
Overnment of India to exercise some control on the route adopted by foreign airoraft
in their flights across India, This foreign aircraft has nothing to do with the Imperial
Airways Company nor is it engaged on commercial flights, there being as yet no com-
ercial air route traversing India, It is engaged on what is known as experimental,
world flights,

After some discnssion the Assembly passed the demand of Rs, 10 lakhs and adjourned
till the next day when the Budget was discussed,

General Discussion of the Budget,

On the 3RD MARCH, the House re-assembling, Mr, Rangaswami IYENGAR, General
ccreinry, Congress Party initiated the general discussion on  the budges, = Mr,
IXEDg&r eaid’ that the budget had left him in a depressed state in spite of the
Finance Member's sound financial methods, The House had repeatedly failed in its
dltemps to exercise its power on accomnt of certifications, The Government, instead
of enhancing their powers, wag curtailing them, He complained epecially of a Ilarge
Dumber of votable items which the Government had made non-votable such as passaga
money, travelling allowances and pensions of officials, Why should the Assembly

considered incompetent to deal with questions of the carpet in the Government Hounse
in Calcutta and state carriages and motors of the Governor-General! It was quite
clgar that the Government did not trost this House, The Government had thus been
8o1ng on crippling the powers of the legislature both here and in the provinces, It
VYasa travesty of trath to say that this Assembly had the power to conduce to the
happiness of the masses, .

. A8 for the main budget, he said the tale of realised surpluses was that of over-
€8timating of expenditure and under-estimating of revenue, a tale which Mr, Gokhale
Was the first to raiss in the Imperial Legislative Counecil, the defect of which had never .
l(aeeu rectified. The Finance Member should have, instead. of starting his provineial
0808 fand and debt redemption scheme, given relief to the tax-payer. Then again he
Protested against the proposed abolition of export duty on hides, His province bad the
;ﬁd‘i:“.v of hides and skins alone to boast of and the present proteotion was thus pro

° Withdrawn, He had received a protest from the Hides and Skins Merchants’
Association, . -

Mr, G, D, BIRLA said :—*The Finance Member, when presenting the Budget, au-
no:int;"d With no Jittle jubilation amidst cheers from treasury benches that he wasin &
on

: Yo place before this House a surplus budget for the fourth year in succession,
:::fh! Sir, 1 also had felt as joyfal as my friends opposite on this occaslon and had
in a

; pogition te swell the choras of congratulations to the Finance Member, But

my difficulty is that I cannot help feeling that although we have had the fourth surplus
“(_ige" in succession wa aid not have it without regorting to a large irorease in taxation
Which the Finance Memter has been able to conceal through his manipulation of
€xchange, Taking figures tur 1924-95 we find the net expenditure in the year was
S 132 crores which at the gold rate of 1s, 2—9-16d. ruling on 1st March of the year
RRounted to & 80 millions, 7he expenditure budgeted for 1027-R8 is I25 wrores of
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7 crores less than in 1924-25, so far as ropee figures go, but expressed in terms of gold
this 125 crores at the exchange rate of 1s, 6d. comes to £Y8 millions which means we

. sball be spending in 1927-28 £13 millions more than we spent in 1924.25. Bir, to
quote the Finance Member himself, money reprecents nothing more than power to
command goods and services and that being so he cannot deny that he has already in
the years 1925-26 and 1926-27 exacted from the taxpayer about £ 30 millions more than
what he got in 1924-25 and by the end of 1927-28 he will have added another £ 13 mil-
lions to this exaction, In other words, in the triepnium 1925-26 to 1927-28 he will
have taken from the country abount 43 millions or Rs, 64 and half crores more than he took
in the year 1924-25, The yeal spurplus in 1927-28, if expenditure were kept at the
level of 1924-25 should have been abont £15 millions or about Re, 20 crores, which in
the Bodget presented to the House is only Rs,-3:64 crores, It did mot regumire any
great skill to present a fourth successive surplus budget with enormously concealed
increased taxation and I do not know whether the Finance Member should claim any
credit for it, It speaks volumes for the present unsatisfactory state of things that by
means of manipulations the Finance Member has been able to exact such hnge amounts
as taxation without the knowledge and consent of the Assembly.

Bir Victor SBASOON’S speech on the budget discussion was important as it dealt
with a statement on the effects of 1sb. 4d, ropee as he did in the Railway budget
and was restricted to tbat subject:during the short time at his disposal., RBefore
doing sc, he referred fo the remark of the Finance Member in reference to the amount
of revenueé he has foregone by remission of the cotton excise duty. Sir Victor
said :—“L sensed a note of disappointment in that the mill industry has not expressed,
ghall I say sufficient, lively spirit of gratitude for the relief afforded to it and I do feel
that some explanation is due to the house for any such lapse. It may be that any lack
of warmth is due to the fact that though the remisgion of duty relieved us of 3 and
half per cent of the cost of our produnct, the exchange’ policy of the Government has
penalised vs to-day by over 5 and half per cent. In other words we have been given
what is known as an Irishman’s rise, 1 wonder whether if to.day it were announced
that the leader of the house were to be given an increase of salary of Rs, 600
p. m, provided that he paid Re, 1,000 a month more for a comfortable residence leased
to him by a beneficent Government, 1 wonder whether we should see tears of, joy coursing
down his cheeks? 1 doubt it and that must be my excuse for any lack of warmth in
the expression of gratitnde on the part of mill industry.

Now, let me turn to the statement, Ap to para 2, I will content myseli with
saying thas as fall in the cost of living has been negligible during rise from 1sh, 4d, gold
to Ish, 6d, gold 1 see mo reason to anticipate readjustment of an adjustment to a ratio
which bas never taken place., In para 8 (a) 1 accept the statement that there will be
an extra expenditure of rupees necessary for sterling obligations, but I cannot acoept
the estimate in 2, (b) of a 7 and a half per cent increase in the costs of local proauce,
Experience has shown them that prices bave not adjusted themselves in the aggregats
except to a trifling degree to the 1'6 ratio and 80 I wounld euggest dividing the estimate

by about 4 and allowing say Rs, 30 lakhs instead of Rs, 112 lakhs, I now pass to
" 4 (c), Here the author of the statement trots out the bogey of general dislocation of
trade whose parents are the two bogeys called sudden rise in prices and financial effects
of a sudden drop in excbange or the Sir Basil Blackett bogey., I have previously shown
the howvse how little the ccet of living has dropped through rise in exchange and how
listle it, therefore, is likely to rise through proposed exchange readjustment, That dis-
poses of the bogey of high priees as far as the consumer is concerned, Now fox the
bogey that a sudden drop of 2d. to Ish, 4d, would cause an acute crisis, 1 ask how {
To-day importers bave, I have been creditably assured, covered all their forward com-
mitments, They have learnt the lesson of Dot trusting Government assurances and are
now not gambling in exchange. A drop in exchange, therefore, would on the conirary,
engender confidence in a body of merchants who have been having a ~ery thin time
during the last few years and by stimulating business offer an opport-anity to the large
class of unemployed clerks of finding new silmations and thus be in & position o earn
their daily bread once again, I therefore sce no reason for estimating a deficit of crore
in returns due to dislocation of trade, On Messrs, Hardy and Twottenbams minute, one
need pot waste time, If we take Mr, McWatters® note to the Currency Commission, we
find the estimated gain to customs through & return to 1sh, 4d. ‘rupes as being Rs, 262
iakbs, He assumes admittedly no diminntion of imports, The antbors of the joins
memorandum, Mesers, Hardy and Tottenbam give what diminution they comsider will
ensue and by this means torn Mr. McWatters' profis of Ba, 262 lakbs into s loss, &
sifferepee of Ks. 888 lukhs, I will only sy that if the efect of & 11 per cent rise in
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which the Government had deliberately brouglht aboat by their recent series of outrags
dgaingt public conscience and the spirit in which the Traneferred Dep rtments had
been worked during the first term of the Reformed Couneil when the Swarajists were
out of it, this constitution could not be worked at all to any purpose, It bad been
Suggested that Congressmen were shitking responsibility, He did not know what
Tesponsibility could attach to a Minister who c.uld not move an inch without tha
Cousent of the Governor, the Finance Department or the Secretary of his Department,
Lotd Birkenhead would mnot condescend to tell them how far he conld meet their iden
of responsible Government until they peiformed the impossible feat of working of the
Unworkable constitution, They know and tha Secretary of State knew that dyarchy
bad failed, Still at the point of bayonet, he would compel them to work, As
Tepresentatives of a self-respecting people they could not but protest against and
OPpose this attitude, Refusal to accept office might or might not lead to any definite
result in the immediate future, but at the present stage of their national struggle, ™
that mentality was far more importans than any positive resalt to be expucted. To
the Government he wonld 8ay that even if by taking advantage of their disunited
front they succeeded in gaining their objrct this time, the spirit of resistance in the
cocuntry could not and would not be broken and would go gathering strength under
the stimulns of their stubbornness till sooner or later it could compel justice and
fairplay to the people,

Sir Provas Chunder MITTER, ex-Minister, said that he bad not ebanged his views
that dyarchy was extremely unworkable, but dyarchy was an existing constitntion
and they should work it for the benefit of the people, 'When he was a Minister, he had
difficulties not only in the Government but also outside. I the Ministers had the

backing of the country, they would have achieved more good to the country in spite :
Of the defects of dyarchy.

Mr, J. M. SEN GUPTA, Swarajist leader, eaid that the Governor was illogical in asking
them to support dyarchy before making a better constitution. Nowhere the salary
Of the Ministers was brought out withont letting the people know who the Ministers
Would be, The object of the Government was to kiil opposition and organisation
Of the Swaraj Party, Whatever might be the result of the motion, the spirit of
Opposition and organisation would not be killed even if dyarchy was resuscitated.

The Swaraj Farty’s motion refusing the entire sum on account of Ministers’ salaries
Was iost by 94 votes to 88, The Hon. Mr, Moberley’s demand for Rs, 24,775 on account
of two Ministers’ salaries was thus carried, Tne Council was then prorogued sine die,

The Budget for 1927-28.

The Budget Bession of the Bengal Council commenced on the 215T FEBRURY
I introducing the budget, the Finance Member said that with the disappearance of tha
disturbing factors and better insight into the woiking of the departments, we bave now
B0t down to & more normal basis and as the result of that we have found ourselves in &
elter position to determine more accarately our true financial condition and the amount
4vailable for schemes involving * naw expenditure,

After stating the figures for receipts and expenditure, the Finance Member touched
Otiefly on the main items of expenditure, He said : We continue the special grant for
Improvements in our Government estates as well as the cxpenditure on the ¢olonisation
SChems in Sunderbans, Excise expenditure showe little variation. The estimate is in
ACL below the budget provisiou for the current year, We have had a good increase in
Y¢Venue from our foreats, Provision* has been made for charges on accouns of the Damodar
Canal project, flushing of Bhairrab Inscerpur sub-divigion of Nadia, improvement of
thie Gobra Nala in Murshidabad, meas. res of protection in Ghatal sub-divison and opera- !
tions in Madaripur Bhil route, The o1y new proposal of any magnitude is the Bakreswar
;THigation project in the district of Birbhum, This will irrigate about 10,000 acres of
iang, The most important new item in the Jail Budget is the scheme for a Borstal
‘Dstitution, The idea is to convert the Jail ai Bankura into a Borstal institntion and to
Provide a Sub-Jail at this place for ordinary jail administration. Until the Borstalv
Act is brought into force, it is intended to concyutrate all persons between the ages of

and 21 with comparatively long sentences i® this imstitution, The police budget is
f0me what higher than the revised estimate for the Purrent year,

. The main new items of expenditure centre round better equipment of the force,
Iclugive of better and more adequate housing condiiions, There is aleo a proposal teo
Pirengihen the striking strength of the Calontta Police fo. ce by the creatjon of an additional
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company of armcd police. We intend also to commence work on construction of our
own buildings to house married officers and servants whom we now have to accommodate
in hired buildings at considerable expenditure to the Government, Education came in
for a very substautial share on money allocated for new expenditure. The chief item is
further instalment of subventions towards improving the remuneration of primary school
teachers, A large amount has also been eet apart for the introduction of a scheme of
agricyltural eduneation in middle English and High English schools, We have provided
for the appointment of a professor of Islamic studies and culture in the post graduate
department of tbe Calcutta University and have agreed to provide funds necessary for
the construction of a Muslim Hall at the Dacca University. In the Medical Department,
the proposed expenditure is about a lakbh less than that estimated as charges of the
department for the current year. Public Health which we increased largely last jear
aleo shows a lcwer expenditure in 1927.28. In agriculture, we propose to add an
additional expert officer to the department in the shape of an Agricultural Engincer and
certain expenditore will be necessary under this head in connection with the scheme for
agricultural education in middle English and high schools.

In tbe department of Industries, it is intended to add new baildings to the Scrampora
Weaving School, It is now proposed to ercct mew buildings for the school and to
angment progressively in the next three years the grant placed at the disposal of the
Director of Industries for grants-in-aid in such institutions,

Grant for new Council Chamber,

After the presentation of the budget, Mr, B. Chakravarti, Minister, moved that the
proposed new Legisiative Council building rhould be entireiy stone-faced at the cost of
Rs, 83,77,000 instead of a brick building at the cstimated cort of Rs 25,50,000,

The motion was oppeused by the members of gll pertics, The Finane: Membor said
that they bad already sanctioned for this purpose Rs, 25 lakhs and they wanted Rs, 8
lakbs more, - Mr. B, C. Bose, in opposing, said that they wanted a stone building to mect
the srrows of conecience, Sir Abdur Rabim was suprised how the Minister could bring
such a propoeal. In Delbi the amount of money they were wasting in stone was
simply enormous, Bengal was too poor to have that luxury, Mr, J. L, Banerjee said
that the Council Chamber with stone cutside and brick within would be like the Reform
gcheme so stately oantside and so hollow and rotten within, This Council was
wshered into existence with much pomp but under pressure of the rules and the
Fresident’s rulings, it was going to be shorn practically of all its glory.

The motion was negatived by an overwheiming majority, The Council then adjonrned,

Next day, the 22ND FEBRUARY, the first resolntion that was moved urged the
making of provision for the third Minister who was to be a Maliomedan and it was nega-
tived, 29 voting for and 72 against it,

Release of Bengal Detenues,

The next resolution urged the immediate release of Bengal detenues restrained either
under Regulation 111 or under the Bengal Uriminal Law Amendment Act, 1t was moved
by Mr., K. Chatterjec (Swarajist), The mover had not concluded his sprech when
the time fixed for discussing the adjournment motion regarding the shooting at Kharagpur
arrived and the Conncil at once proceeded to discuss the adjournment motion,

Adjournment Motion on Kharagpny/ Strike.

Dr, B, C. ROY moved an adjonrnment motion to digcuss the firing on the Bengal-
Nagpur Railway employees and strikers at Kharagpur on the 11th February, He said
his object in bringing the motion was to make (wo points clear, The first was the
gtatement made by Sir Charles Innes in the Assembly that no more violence was uspd than
wns necessary, The public would not be satisfied with that statement, unless it was
tested by & mixed committee of enquiry, 1t was not denied that violence was ueed and
the question was whether the Magistrate was justified in calling out the Auxiliary Force,
the members of which were men with whom workers and strikers had already been at
varianoe,

Babn Akhil Chonder DUTTA saig that this was & dispute between black labour and
white capital and the Government threw its weight on the side of capitalism, This fight
was part of a higher fight for the freecom of the country,

The Hoa'ble Mr, MOBERLY, in replying, enid that they had been told that workmen
got entirely out of control of theit jeaders on the night of 11th Febraary, There was &
meeting that night 8t 7 p.m, and at abous 9-30 p.m, & large number of men varionsly
estimated at between 500 and § 000 rushed to the station. They attacked the signal cabins
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at each end and the people there ran away and were in possession of 1:.130 gtation. The
District Magistrate who was at Kharagpur immediately sent for armed police and went to
the station with the Police Superintendent and some railway officers and tried to clear the
platform, They got the crowd to move down, The men then commenced to stone the |
officials and police officers retreated to the station. Realising that the siluation was
beyond the power of 80 or 40 armed police, the District Magistrate called out the
Auxiliary Force which arvived at about 10-30 p. m, . Continning, he said that after the
arrival of the Auxiliary Forces they were asked to clear that part of the platform where the
Pari Express was held up, According to regulation, the Auxiliary Force fixed bayoncis
to their rifics, The Auxiliary Force was received with a shower of brickbats and the
people lay down in front of the Puri Express and considerable dificulty was experienced
in getting them to move, §

The best method of dealing with a crowd which was stoning was to get as close to..
it as possible and that was what they did, The casulaties found in the hospital numbered
ten, seven slightly and three or four seriously injured, Apparentiy what happened was
that as the Auxiliary Foree were moving the crowd, they pricked them with their bayonets,
There was a “dip-end " and apparently some of the crowd and members of the Ausiliary
Force fell over, which might account for some of the injuries, There was no proper
bayonet charge.

Dr, Roy :—Bo the Hon'ble Member is prepared tc deny that Auxiliary Force bad
anything to do with shooting ? :

Mr, Moberly :—I absolutely and emphatically deny that. Continuing, he said the
Auxiliary Force was armed with ball cartridges, There was ons case of gunshot caunsed
by buckshot with which the armed Police wero armed. He bad a letter from the
Colounel Commanding the B, N, Railway Regiment to the effect that on the night of lith
Febroary the Regiment did not fire any shot and that ammunition and 1ifles were checksd
and weie all found to ba correct, Continuing, Mr, Moberly said the Assistant Police
Superintendent came back with a section of the armed police. He found a number of
men stoning a rmall picket of six or seven constables,

He tried to move the crowd back to bazar, The crowd fell back as far as the
entrance to the bazar and from there they stoned the police, A number of policemen as
also the District Police Superintendent and the Assistant Police Superintendent were
injured, Mr, Cook, Assistant Police Superintendent, repeatedly warned the crowd that
if they continued to advance he would have to fire, The men did not obey and Mr, Cook
I8Eued order to two constables to fire a round each which they did. that time there was
Do Auxiliary Force in the neighbourhood. .

Bubsequently, a srction of the Auxiliary Force came up and reinforced the police
and a little later the District Magistrate came there, After the firing took place, the
Crowd retreated bzhind a corner and again threw stones,

The matter was talked out for two and & half hours, the time allotted for discussion
Of the motion, after which the Council rose for the day.

Release of Bengal Detenues.

Next day, the 28RD FEBRUARY, after interpellation, Bai Harendranath Chaudburi
moved a motfon for adjournmeny of the House for the purpose of discussing & matter of
urgent public importance, napiely, the recent hunger strike of the Bengal detenues at the
Insein Jail, Burma, The President fixed 5 o'clok in the afternoon for the discussion of the
motion, But subsequently Rai Harendranath Chaudhari withdrew his motion in order
to allow the discussion of the resolution for their releass to continue,

There was a long debate in teply to which Mr, MOBERLY, Home Member, *
referred to the recent gpeech of the Vieerny in which His Excellency stated that the |
Government were prepared to release them the moment they were satisfied that
their release would not defeat the prevention of terrorist outrages and said that although
16 was obvions that information abent secret organisation could be obtained only from
PErsons who were or had been members of that organisation, whether they were detenues
OF at large, be most emphatically denicd that any agents provacateurs had ever been
e¢mployed by the Police in Bengal, Afpart from the immorality of the course, the terrorist
Conspiracy was far too serious a matter to be trified with and the object of the Govern-
ment was to reclaim those who had leanings in that direction, not ta add to. their numbes,
The Governroent never attempted to takn aotion against every one whom they knew to
be conneeted with the congpiracy. Nor did they claim to know everyone who was con-
nected with it They did deal with thogse whem they knew to be leaders and with the
Most dangerons of members nnd they did claim to have disorganised the conspiracy to
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ayery great extent, Evidence of this fuct was furnigshed by the lull which followed
the action taken immediately on the promulgation of the Ordinance as compared with
the succeseion of cutrages during the preceding 18 months, BScme of those who were not
arrested, however, soon Legan to organise again and the result of their activities was
brought to light in the finds of arms and explosives at Dakshineswar and in Caleutta.
The persons who were convicted in the Dakshineswar case were responsible for the brutal
murder of Hai Bshadur Bhupendranath Chatterjee in the Alipore Jail, The find of
materials for the manufacture of explosives in Domjer and Howrah last July, the find
of loaded bombs in Chittagong last August and the find of revolvers and bombs ready
for loading in Calcuttta last month were outward signs that a conspiracy still existed
and was still widespread. :

Mr, Moberly read extracts from the following among other documents which had
been recently seized showing the mentality of the mcembers of the terrorist organisation,
The first was from a letter which was found in a house search in Janury and reads :—
¢ Non-co-operation will not produce any good result now-a-days. The present condition
of the conntry is not fit for that movement.' The era that is coming is an era of bloodshed,
That era js tbe most terrible and you are the heroes of that age. Perhaps, you ean
remain idle at the present moment ; but a time will come when no one would be able to
remain inactive, Thercfore, I say, prepare yourselves for that time, The day is near at
band, Acquire strength in your body, rid your mind of fear and awake enoogh force
within you. If freedom is ever achieved in India, it will come through bloodshed alone.
India can never be independent without bloodshed, Why India alone, all dependent
uations and countries have bccome independent throngh the path of blood, Terror
must be instilled into the minds of the people, They will have to be shown that the
Bengahs know how to die for their country and to shed blood for it, When this fact
can be driven into the bones of the people, the country will blaz2 np in flames, such flamcs
as none can extinguish,”

The second extract was from a statement” made by a person arrested under the
Criminal Law Amendment Act within the last few wecks, ““It is absolutely neces-
sary Lbat ‘1ebellions epirit’ should be fostered in youngmen and they should be
encouraged to take part in violence, The Government would take drastic steps,
butv they should court extreme measures of the Government to create anarchy and chaos
in the country. We thought of murdering a few informers and active C. I, D, officers ;
but that was not our ultimate aim, We were preparing the revolutionaries to take part
in a general 1iging by guerilla warfare. We conspired for a simultaneous rising in all
districts when the revolutionaries would attack the police lines, capture their guns, byrn
eome police thanas and jails, We know that the Government would post the militggy,
oppress the innocent; and bang many men and eventunally crush the movement, but #ll
we ventured to bring 1t upon the country as the people would get some precedent to take
part in this in future, Men become more bold by feilurce and oppressions and we wanted
to create our atmosphere when people wounld be killed by hundreds, We wanted to ses
the blood of our countrymen flowing by torrents. Secret organisations bave been formed
in every district; in many enb-divieions and in the villages, There is a Central Com-
mittee in Calcutta which guides these district organisations and supplies them with
books aud arms, All the revelationaries are taught these blood-thirsty idea, their uttcr
helpicssness;, the futility of open organisation and about their extinetion if tbey do not
rise up immediately.”

The third extiact was faken from the report by a European Police Officer of &
conversation with another terrorist who was arrested at about the same time last month,
*Hip sole regret was that he had not had an opportunity of killing some police cfficer
50 that he might have sacrificed his own life for the good of the country, He weuld
have considered it an honour to go to the scaffold, He realised that it was impossible
to drive the British cut of the country; nor was he anxious that they should be
driven ont until the country was ready to 1ule itself and life ceuld be put into the
lifeless bodies of the Indians, This metamorphosis could only be brought about by
ereating & ‘‘rebellious” spirit in the ceomtry, and this rcbelirous spirit could only be
enitivated by wsrtyrdom such as that of Kanai Lal and Gopi Shaha, Their deathe,
he eaid, in each case resulted in an amawing impetus to the revolutionary movement,
If he bad bad a bomb in hig poesestion in the jail he would quite cheerfully have
thrown it at me, not 8s an Englishman with whom hLe bad no quarrel but as an
official and a police officer. He warned me that there were numbers of others to take
up the work where he bad lefi off,”

M1, Moberly would ssk the members of the Council if they considered that the
Iacts which be had set forth were euch a8 would justify the Government in coming
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to the conclusion that the conspiracy had been so far suppressed, that it would be
impossible for the former leaders to Tevive it in a dangerous form evenm if they eo
degired, He thought there could only be one answer, The conspiracy was there;
tha materials were there and though it had still not fully recovered from its
disorganisation, recrnitment and organisation were steadily going on, With the old
leaders back again it could, if they wishai, spaedily be revived in its most dangerous form,

Mr, Moberly next came to the second poiat in the Viceroy’s speech which restated
exactly what has always been thz policy of tha Governms:nt, namely, that the latt-r did
not desire to keep any peareon ander restraint a mowment longer than they could help ;
but bafore they released him, they must be satisfied that there was no| longer any danger
that he would employ hie freadom in taking part in the terrorist movement and it was
here that he wounld appeal to the membors of the Couneil fo help the Government to mova
rapidly in the direction of releasing political prisoners than had hitherto beeun possible
by creating an atmosphere in which it would be safe to rclease them., What he urged
was that leaders of public opinion and the press should unreservedly condemn the methods
of terrorism, the cunlt of the revolver and bomb murder and dacoity even though the
object. be political. He did not ask that the patriotiem and enthusiasm oi these men
should be belittled ; but he did ask th-se whose convictions wouly, permit them to do so
to stress the fact that in employing methods of terrorism these men |were misguided and
were misapplying their talents, that far from advancing the cause oé their country they
Were refarding it. . /

He knew that there were some who believed that the pronouncement of advanca
which was made in 1917 was extorted by the success of a former terrorist conspiracy.
This was abundantly clear from the writings of old revolutionaries. Such persons may
believe that no farther advance would ba secared except by similar methods ; but he did
not think that they can complain if the Gov rnment take measures, to counter the methods
which they advocated, All Governments ware bound to accept and meet the challenge
of vinlent coercion,

Referring to the charges which had basen made in the press that the treatment of
these men in jail bad led to general deterioration of their health, Mr, Moberly said
that althongh the Government regretted the necessity for detaining persons in jail and
fully realised that euch detention was not an ideal condition for health, it was anxiously
watched by medical officera and eyerything possible was dons to treat them if they fall ill,

Mr. Moberly concluded :—% The situation in Bengal is not yet such that leaders can
be released again to tak= their places at the head of the terrorist conspiracy which is far
from extinct, The prospects of expediting relaxation of restraint will be very greatly
improved if young men who organise and join the terrorist groups can be made to fesl that
the public eondemn their policy and that they are hindering rather than helping advance-
ment of their country and I would once more appeal mogt earnestly to leaders of pablie
apinion to create an atmosphere hostile to terrorism so thas reieases can be made more
rapidly and safely.”

Details of the Debate, ‘

One noticeable feature in the discusaion of the resolution on the release of detonnes
was that except Mr. Moberly nn one apposed it, All non-official Indians supported &e
motion, The two Miunisters did not vote, Supporting the motion, the Swarajists said that
the arrest of political leaders wasa move against the Swaraj Party, Mr, Akhil Datta
Challenged Mr, Moherly's statensent that the revolntionary party still existed and said
that the Government brought them into existenca, Nationalist leaders, Maharaja Natore
and R‘ﬂ.ﬂ of Nashipur, cupported the motion as they did not believe in the existence of an
organiged revolutionary party. ' ‘

_Sn' Abdur TRahim, leader of the Moalem Party, while admitting the necessity of &
Special remedy in special circumstances, was opposed to indefinite detention withont trial
:;1"]‘) ?;l'ied his followers to obey the resolution pass:d by the All-India Moslem League

s elinl.

Mr, J. M. Sen Gupta describod the plea taken the® witnesses would be in danger in
ease of a public trial as false and cited several cases where Indian wilnesses deposed
agaimst political accused, 1f terrorism still existed a; said by Mr. Mobarly, then the
tpersons under detention had nothing to do with it, As vegards dr. Mobrrly’s sugeestion
q create public opinion against terrorism, Mr, Sen Guota said that the National Cungress
was pladged against violencs and the late Mr, C. R. Dis issned a manifesto asking all

t0 shun viclence,
Mr, 8, O, Boso said that M. Moberly's specch was Ubellons, Reckiess charges hind been

made on the basis of polics informsrs of a questionyble character without allowing the



328 THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL [CALCUTTA

detenus to refuse those charges. To ask the Council to believe those vague charges on
such flimsy basis was an insult to the intelligence of the House. He referred to the
petition made by two detenus to the Secretary of State bringing serious charges againt

! the authorities in India and praying for an impartial enquiry. The Government had
not the boldness to meet those charges nor the courage to appoint & committes of enquiry.
He characterised the letters relied on by Moberly as forged and tainted like those pro-
duced in the Parnel case. ‘ k

Closnre being moved, the resolution was put to vote without allowing Mr, Moberly
and the mover of the resolution the right to reply. After the President declared the
moticn carried, Br. Sen Gupta who voted for it asked for division,

President : Did you say * Aye"!

Mr. Ben Gupta : I am not bound to answer that,

President : I rule it that as you have claimed division after my decision was given
in your fayour and as I understand yon gaid * Aye”, you will not be entitled to record
your vote on the resclution. The two Ministers and Mr. Sen Gupta did not record their
votes, 2 :

The resolution for the release of political prisoners was carried by 71 against 26, The
Couneil then adjourned.
Budget Discussion.

General discussion of the budget commenced on the 28th FEBRUARY. A com-
paratively thin house pore testimony to the scapnt attention paii by the members to
the discussion, Budget was described by some members ag a masterpiece of illusion
and full of financial juggling., Several members complained that cnough time was
not given to them to study the budget and make suggestions, They regretted that in
the budget there was 1o mention of any scheme or definite policy. Tae Council
then adjourned to mcet on the mext day, the AST MARCH, when after three honrs’
manuseript eloquence | the House had to be adjourned till the 11th March for want
of a quornm, Scme thirteen members spoke on the gvall allotments made in the
Transferred D.-partments,

Mr, J. Campbell-Horrester regretted that no allotment had been made for the
Midnapore Labour Colony and for eolving the beggar problem, Conecluding he said it
was time that the Government woke up to the fact that Europeans bad actuaily made
up their minds that they were going to takean active part in politics, that they were
going to put forward propositions and sse them carricd out,

Dr. Promothonath Banmerji referred to the fisation of currency and said if the
Fipance Member looked. to the wealthiand prosperity of the country the speaker had no
objection to listen to him op the con‘toversial currency question,

Mr, K. C. Ray Chowdbary, Labour Member, said they must resist the preposterous
demand of the Bombay financicrs and indpstrialists to fix the ratio at sixtecn pence per
rupee. In gapport of his contenticn, he guoted extracts from the llc:tt,er wiitten by a
Swarajist leader Mr. Satyeadra Mitia now confined in Mandalay Jail who said ¢ My
views abount the coming curiency legislation are not ian agreement with Bombay capitalists,
The real interests of the Tyots will suffer at the léwer rate of exchange, The interest
of the capitalist and the general publie is at variance in this particalar case, The _Who!e
propaganda of demanding the sixteen pence per rupee is engineered by Bombay capitalists

of Bombey cotton mills,”

Gir Abdur Rahim gaid than in order to golve important problems, all provincial
Governments shonld meet the Government of India to discuss what shonld be donme and
algo suggested to start a modern loan policy for Bengal afone, The House then adjourned.

On the 11TH MARCH the Hon'ble Mr. Donald, Finance Member, who had no
opportunity to reply to discussicn OR the last cccasion made a statement. Replying
to some of the ciiticiems of non-official members, he said although they had been
able to balance their receipts and expenses he was not satistied with their financial

ition, Their finances were ipadequate for their needs. The Flon. Mr, Donald then
referred to the public beaith department and eaid that the late Mr. C. R. Das had
handed over to him & scheme frv public heaith organisation, He passed it on 1o his

depaitment but there had beei 10 examination of that scherme for some time waoich was
upon it when budget was

rather due to Dr, Bentley’s absenve. He had much to say ‘ ‘
presented. He waived the tule which prevented the Finance Depariaent from putting
¢ seen or examined and as a result of that he coutd

into budget schemes which they hsd no and .
tell the Council to-day that they bad accepted the prineiple of the scheme prepared by
Dr. Bentley which he said was Mr Das's eclieme for pubhc health organisation in Bengal,
When the scheme was carried ovl in full, very considerable sum of money, say between
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Rs. 11 aud Bs. 12 Jakhs would be required, They were going to make a beginning next
year with 3 lakhe of rupees in the budget, It was of course not possible to have snch
a big organisation all at once, Ho left it to the Hon, Minister to explain when he pre-
sented his demand. It would be in full working order at & very early date. He thonght
he made a good case in answer to thoss who eriticised Mr, Das's scheme,

Voting on Demands for Grants. |

The demand for grants was then initiated by the Hon'ble Mr, MOBERL'Y‘who
made a demand for grant of Rs, 94,38,000 for expenditure under General Administra-
tion, A vomber of amendments were moved some making cuis and, others refusing
granls for particular departments, There were 106 such motions on this demand,
uine of which were moved on this day and in the case of one only the Swarajisia,
With the help of some of the followers of Sir Abdur Babim, were successful, Eiated
With this small snceess the Swarajists and Mahomedan members called for division on
YVEry motion they moved and in all of them they were defeated, though mot by a
large majority and in one case there was a tie, The first motion in which the
Bwarajists defeated the Government was the demand of Rs, 3,000 under the head
‘Btafl and Household of the Governor’. Other items in which cuts were not accepted
related to the pry of the Private Becretary Rs. 24,000, tiavelling sllowances of the
Military Secretary Rs, 7,000, Governor's Band Establishment Ra, 70,000, Governor'’s
Bodyguard Establishment Rs, 1,138,000, The Council then adjourned.

Minister’s Salaries Votel. '

On the 12TH MARCH the Conneil rejected by 65 votes to 58 the motion of Dr, P,
Bane) jee, Swarajist, totally refusing Rs, 19,000 under the head * Ei-xccutwe Council” and
thereby rajging a constitutional jssue. { il

Then after 3 honrs' discussion the three Swarajist motions against the Ministry
were defeated by an overwhelming majority, The first motiou ‘moved by Mr, J, L,

Annerjee (Swarajist) was against the total demand of Rs, 1,46,000; the second motion
was for the refusal of the salary of Rs, 1,265,000 of both the Ministers and the last
one for the refusal of the salary of one Minister, Rs. 63,000, All the three motions
were negatived, 59 voting for and 73 against. Among Hindu members only Swara-
1ists and among Mahomedans Sir Abdur Rahim and his followers supported the
motions for refusal, :

v M T L Bannerjee said that the Ministers lost confidence by not voting for the resolu-
h_ou demanding the release of the detenunes and in not going to the scenes of communal
Tiots, Mr, B, Chakravarti before election said that so long ' as the detenng were not
released, no one should accept Ministership, The detenus were still in jail; yet Mr,
Ohakravapti Acorpled a Ministership.

Mr, Chakravarti, Minigter, said that th: Ministers had had joint responsibility and
kheir duty would be 10 serve bath the commuaitics. He detailed the policy that wonld
bs followed by him,

Mr, 8, 0, Bose 8aid that the pregent Ministers neither enjoyed the confidence of the
Houss nor were capable to lead the House, They were enthroned on tbe votes of 44
qugrnment nominated memberg, By not; voting for the Telease of the detenns |the
slavery of the Houss and the slavery of the country,
gestion for & forward mairch for the freedom of the

Bir Abdur Rabim, after refering to the circumstances in which the present Ministry’
was formed, gaid that go far as Mr, Ghuznavi was concerned the entire Mahomedan pablic
Va8 opposed to him for the ignominious part played by him, : 5 iy

The Hon, Mr. Mober] y #aid that if the resolution was carried, there would be no Minis
terd, The motion wag not against particular Ministers but against dyarchy and the
Present constitution, ¥
" e H, 8, Bubrawardy protested against the insult’ hurled on the supporters of

I Ghuznavi ag hired voters and also against the method of intimidation employed by

certar}n sections, ’

ie resolutions were put 2 eolared lost. Mr, Moberly’s motion that

Ra, 94,58,000 for expen(ﬂ(;gr:ni:gegn(}:zgra? cAdminist.'.‘ation as amended by the Council
granted was carried 88 voting for and 36 against it. The Conncil then adjoarned,

Land Revenue Demand.
wer On the 167H MARCH five more motions for reduvction of grant under land revenue
°Fe Degativeq, Swarajists and Nationalists adverseiy oriticised the survey and settlament

43
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operations which they said was the root cause of the ill-feeling between landiords and
tenants, The Maharaja of Nadia, on behalf of the Government, gave an assurance that
he would enquire into the grievances if brought to his notice, The original demand
wa# agreed to, '

Government’s Forest Policy,

The policy of the Government regarding administration of the Forest Department
was criticised when Rs, 11,483,000 was demanded for that department, In proposing token
outs the Swarajistse urged I[ndianisation in the Forest Service and asked for the steps
taken by the Government to accelerate Indianieation. Replying on behalf of the Govern-
ment, Nawab Nawab Ali Chaundhuri said that since 1923 there was steady indianisation
of the forest service, Out of 5 appnrintments in the superior service there are four Indians
and only one European and in subordinate service all officers were Indians. The demand
was granted without a cut, The Counncil adjoarned, : i

Other Budget Demands,

On the 16THI MAROH the debate in the Conncil on budget demands was very tame,
Attendance was poor.. Owing to the election of the Calcutta Corporation Councillors,
Calcutta members conld not attend.

Nawab Nawabali Chaudhuri moved -that Rs. 51,388,000 be granted for expenditure
nnder irrigation, There were on the agenda 20 motions for reduction but only four, all
token cuts for one rupee, were moved and negatived.

The Hon, Mr, Moberley moved that Rs, 85,02,000 be granted for administration of
Justice, Moulvi SadiGue moved that the demand for the Original Bide of the High Court
be refused. He said that the Original Bide of the High Court was maintained at the expense
of the poor villagers for the benefit of the people of Calcutta, It was a monnment of an
iniquitons system of tazation,

Mr. Moberley replied that it was a matter for the Government of India, The
motion was negatived.

Mr. J. L. Bannerjee next moved that the demand of Rs. 82,000 for the appellate
gide of the High Court he reduced by Rs, 26,184, He said that his object was to refuse the
demand for the paper book department,

Mr, Moberley pointed out that the Governor made this item for paperbook non-votable,
The President said that any censure on the paperbook department was a censure on the
Government and he wonld not allow that, At the same time he would allow Mr, Bannerjee
to move a cut out of the whole déemand without reference to the paperbook department,
After some discussion the motion was negatived, The Council adjourned,

Discussion on Jail Expenditure,

On the 17TH MARCH the demand of Rs, 34,16,000 for expenditure under Jails
and eriminal convict settlements was digcussed and eventnally granted without a single
cuf. In making the demand, the Maharaja of Nadia said that during recent years
special enguiries had been made in connection with this department and the Govern-
ment had given effect to some of the recommendations of the Jail Committee. Steps
had been taken to improve the condition of prisoners, that of jail staff and also jail build-
ing, Steps aleo had been taken to separate adults from . juvenile prisoners, A bill would
soon be introduced for the benefit of adolescent offenders.

. In proposing a token cut Professor J, L. Banerjee narrated his personal experiences
far be had been an inmate of jail for 21 months, Indian jails he said were not as bad as
described by some, Punichments were not barbarous and diet was sufficient. The bulk of
prisoners were not babitval criminals, The first necossity was segregation of habitual
offenders, next the provision of better clothing, supply of tobacco and amusements to
prisoners and abolition of convict warders,

Other members also narrated their jail experiences, The Maharaja of Nadia gave
an assarance of conducting ‘i enquiry into the prisoners’ grievances, Dr, Promotho
Nath Dannerjee suggested the release of detenus to reduce jail expenditure on grouunds of
humanity and economy.

Discussion on Police Demand,

The police demand amounting to Rs, 1.72,25,000 was next discussed. In moving a
token out mon-official members took exception to the increase of European sergeants,
Another member suggested that the Calcutta Municipality should pay the cost of the

Caleutta Police and pot the general rate-payers,
Mr Moberly reminded the House of the exeellent services rendered by European

Sergeants during the Calcutta riots, The House then adjoarned,
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On the 19TH MARCH further discussion of motion for reduction of Police Demand
was resumed. The House was as thin as on the last two previous days, Only three
reduction motions were discussed, two relating to the demand for the Presidency Police
and tl;hedother in connection with the District Executive Force, All these motiong were
negatived. L) t

An adjournment motion o discuss the action«of the District Magistrate of Maldah
in interfering with the worehip of Kali was not allowed for want of support of the House.
The first cut on the Police Demand was the motion to reduce the demand under the
Presidency Police by Rs, 2 lakhs, There was also another motion on the same demand
of a token cut of one rupee, The mover and his supporters spoke of the hopeless in~
efficiency of the Caleutta Police throughout the last year and eaid that they did not deseryve
any increment, During communal riots the Police failed to preserve peace,

One speaker said that it was not impossitle for Mr. Moberly to discover the ringleader
of communal riots, After the whole mischief was done, the authorities externed the
Goondas to their native villages to spread trouble there and rewarded one of the leaders
by giving him high appointment, Another member suggested drastic re-organisation of
the whole system, _

The Hon, Mr. Moberly, replying, said tbat last year the communal riots in Calcutta
were better managed, As to the alleged inefficiency of the Calcutta Police, Mr, Moberly
quoted figures showing decrease of the cases of theft and pickpocketing, The cocaine
smuggling business had been considerably checked, As regards communal troubles Mr,
Moberly eaid :—* The attitude of Europeans throughout communal riots had been to let
the two communities settle their disputes between themselves and whatever we do cannot
have any finality, Until we get the leaders on both sides to find a modus vivendi, I am
afraid communal trouble would not be stopped, What we do is to try to maintain
peace. We dislike to be dragged into a dispute which has a religions basis. As regards
processions, we have to make special arrangements when riots are going on, A procession
should be allowed to take a particolar course, Bteps are to be taken to see that no
disturbances arise as far as possible, We are perfectly willing, and the Commissioner of
Police is prepared, to maintain the rights of the Hindus, but I think the House will
agree with me that when a proceseion comcs along and we have reason to believe that it
is to annoy Mahomedans, the Commissioner of Police is perfectly right in suggesting
another route in order that the two communities may not come into conflict.”

Auother motion to reduce the demand under the head * District Executive Foros™

" by Bs. 6 lakhs was lost. The Council adjourned,

Conditional Release of Mr, S. C. Bose,

On the 218T MARCH, replying to a reduction on Criminal Investigation Department
Rewards to private persons, the Hon, Mr, Moberly, referring fo the condition of Mr,
Subash Chunder Bose, a detenu, said: ‘1 would like to take the Council into my
confidence as regards the case of Mr., 8. O, Bose, 1 think members will agrea that the
incarceration of Mr. Bose has exposed the Government to severe criticism and that it
follows that if the Government have not released him or at any rate relaxed the degree
of restraint to which he has been subjected, it is becaunss they honestly believe that it
wonld not be safe to doso,” The present situation is tha§ both the (GGovernment and
Mr, Bose realise that they can detain him until the expiration of the Criminal Law
Amendment Act. Unfortunately, the Government have received unfavourable aecounts
of Mr, Bose's health, He was examined jointly last month by his brother, Dr, Bunil
Chunder Bose, and Lt,-Col. Kelsall, Senior Medical Officer in Burma. ‘I do not propose
to read the whole report as the time at my disposal is very short, But the genaral con-
clusion is as follows: * Aithough one of us has only seen him recenly for the first time,
we agree that his general appearance is not indieative of good health, Taking inte
consideration his loss of weight, his slight but persistent rige of temperatnre we ace
inclined to the views that there iz a possibility of early tabercle, although there is not
enough evidence on which to hase a diagnosis. We agree he were a private patient
of either of us, our advice to him would be to regard -imgelf as & suspicious case of
early tubercle and to put himself under the best condition as regards climate, food, rest
elc,, to combat this disease, We do not regard the condition under which he must
necesgarily be during confinement in jail as conducive te restoration of his health,”
Subsequently Dr. Bunil Chonder Bose wrote a further opinion: * In regard to diagnosis
and treatment of Mr. Subagh Chunder Bose’s illness, I am prepared to go ome step
further, After carefully weighing the evidence before me, I shonld regard his case ag
definite ope of tuberculosis of tho lungs, My advice regarding'treatment resolves itself
into (1) an immediate sea voyage and (2) prolonged stay in a sanitorium in Switzerland
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of which I have just rccently intimate personal kmowledge and experience” This note
was seen by Lt.-Col. Kelsall who remarked “I bave nothing to add to our joint note
which, I think, expresses the exact condition of affairs.”

3t will be seen that at the moment Mr. Suobash. Chunder Bose is not seriously il
and certainly not incapacitated but he has been advised to go for a sca voyage and to
play in Switzerland, Now, the Criminal Law Amendment Act does not run outside
Bengal except as regards detention in jail in other parta of India, All that we can do
ander the Act consistent with pafety is to arrange for his tranefer to a jail in a better
climate and that is not what is recommended, The Government are not prepared to bring
him to Bengal and in any cvent they are advised that Bengal would be as bad as or
worse than Burisa for his health, Effect can only be given to the suggestion that he
should go to Bwitgerland if he were released and if-he was once released there would in
the ordinary course be nothing to prevent bis. return 6o Bengal, at any rate a. contin-
gency whizh the Government are not prepared to face. We are willing, however; that
Mr. Bose ehould have snch opportunities as we can afford him of recruiting his: health,
We are, therefore, prepared to relcase him if he 'will give us his word of honour that he
will proceed from Liangoon to Burope by a ship which dozs not touch at apy pert in
ladia and that ne will, thereafter, notattempt to enter India, Burma cr Ceylon nntil
the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act has expired, It will be abserved that we
shall not demand apy admission ss regards hie past or any promise as regards bis foture
conduct, We ara merely asking that we be kept in the same pogition as regards conirol
over his movemeat in India as we are at presenf, Thie proposal, concloded ' Me, Moberly,
has not been made to Mr. Bose as I do not wish him to think that we want to force it
apon him, But I put this forward publicly in order that if he thinks fit he may avail
of it, Hz will know in advance that we are prepared to aceept it,” 1

Government's Excise Pulicy Attacked,

On the 22ND MARCH the demand of Rs, 22,98,000 for Excise was further
discussed. The Swarajists and Mahomedans condemned the policy of the Government
scheme leading to total prohibition in a short time. The demand was carried without
any cut. The demand of Rs, 22,98,000 under registration was also granted without
cut, The next demand of Rs. 13,865,000 for expenditure under education transferrcd
was taken up, Discussion Lad not concluded when the Council adjourned.

Government’s Eduncation Policy Criticised,

On the 23RD MARCH, after » heated debate lasting for full two hours, in which
the education policy of the Government with reference to: the appointment of the
Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta Uniyersity was, severoly criticised, vhe Hamse passed
the total demand of Ba. 1,13,85,000 provided for education by 61 votes 10 %, Swarajicls
did not vote, The surprise of the evening was the specch of Mr;, J, L. Bannerjee
who defended the Vice-Chancellor and twitted the Swarajists that they were. clamonring,
heeause the mounopoly of a particular party in the University wag now broken,

Mr., Oaten, Dircetor of Pablic Instruction, made a statement denying the charge
that there had been any attémpt on his part to officialise the Univyeruity :

The Swarsjists Leaded by Mr. Barat Ch, Bose and Dr, B. C. Ray, maintained, that
an attempt to cfficialise the University had, been going on since the year 1923 when
Sir Ashutosh Mukerjec, in a letter to His Excellency Lord Lytton; pointed. ont, that
the Government did not wani an independent man as Vice-Chancellor bub oue who,
gould carry ot the mandate of the Government and act as the epy of the Government.,

The Ninister for Edueation was not taken to task by the Housg as,the membezs all,
agreed that all these things happened before he assumed office, but, they warned him,
to be ocantious as grave danger was ahead. Incidentally the Hougs in  one. voice,
asked the Minister to intreduce a bill to reform the University on the lines. of the,
recommendations of the Sadler Commigsion, |

The Hon'ble Mr, B, Ch %ravarti, in reply, assured the House, that. his, intention.
was to introdvce a proper bil!"vhich wogld meet requirements of the sitnation.

The Councii then adjurned to meei om the next day the 24TH MARCH:whep it
Jiseussed demsnds for grants under the head '* Medical.”

The Governor’s Speech,

On the 26TH MARCH the Swarajiets in a body abstained from atiending the Conneile
when His Excellency Lord Lytton prorogued. the Comneil and bade, farawell to. the:
members and thropgh them to the peeple they represented, In the conrss.of his spegol Hiss

Execllency said :—
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“The period in which we have been hrought together and worked either in
agreement or in opposition to each otber has been a transitional period in which
some bave tried to prove the value and the others the futility of the present constitution.
I recognise that both have been sincere. It will be my endeavour, when I return
to England, to be equally sincere and to interpret as fairly as 1 caa toimy own
countrymen hoth the merite and defects of the systca of Governmens which, after
full enquiry in this country they hoped, would be found sunited to the existing
conditions, I trust you will agree that I have rightly interpreted the facts of the
gitnation, if L teli them that, while all parties in India desire the main principle. of
the British constitntion to be applied in this country as mnearly as possible, no
congtitntion is likely to Le acceptable which proceeds on the assmnmption that
political conditions in India are similar to those which exist in Great Britaio, Egnually
no constitution is likely to woik well which is based moie upon an abstract political
than on a study of the actual conditions of the conntry, The existence of an Execn-
tive, which cannot be removed by the Legislature and of a Legislatare which “Gannot
be removed by the Executive, is not calculated to produce harmony between the two,
and without harmony between the Legislature and the Executive efficient government
ig impossible. To emsure harmony an elected Legislature rcquires an Exeeuwtive
responsible to it and removable by it and an irremovable Executive requires a nomina-
ted Legislature, A system which secures the supremacy of the Executive, not by the
support of the Legislature but by exercise of an over-riding authority, is not, I think,
proving the best preparation for full responsible government,

Provineial Contribution,

“ 1t will be agrecd, I think, by all that we have had a difficult machive to work
and the machine has been more difficult to work in Bengal tham elsewhere, becanse
of the incquitable financial basis on which the new Governmens was eslablished in
this: province; The Meston Settlement has been a mill-stone round the necks of
puceessive Gevernments, rendered all the heavier by the periocl of trade depiession
which followed the inavguration of the Reforms The remission of all provineial
contributions, which we are promised in the near future, will not help, but only
accentoute the handieap which has: been placed upen Bengal; for, the inequity.
consisted not in the amount of our contribution o the Government of ludia, but in
the inadequacy of the sources of revenue, made available to the province, Those who
criticise the failure of the Reforms in Bengal, must not, therefore, ascribe it to amy
special perversity in the Bengali race, but. should recognise that, apart from the
effects of the constitution  iteelf, which Bengal has shared in ~ommon with other parts
of India, this provinoe has been placed under a handicap pecvliar to itself, p

Plea for Political Education,

“The Reserved Departments of the Government have suffered becausa they are
reserved and therefore attractive targets for criticism and the Transferred Departments
have soffered because there was no money for their development, There has been
little attraction to the political parties to undertake responsibility for administering
the departments that could mot be adequately developed and party unity has been
impaired by the rivairy of individual ambitions, Buch conditions have facilitated
political blackmail and led to charges of corruption, evils which must be: attributed
not to the country but to the system, In Great -Britain during the evolution of the
constitution, in the 17th and 18th centuries, when poweriul families confended for
power, similar evils were prevalent to a far greater extent. The remedy was found
in the extension of the franchise and in the growth of crganised political parties.
The eame remedy will no doubt, be found in India, but an extension of education
is an indispensatle preliminary to the first and adequate resources for the development
of local mecds are necessary for the second, During the life-time of this council, a
new Parliamentary Commigsion will arrive in India to study the experience of
the eight or nine years and to hear opinions from all sections of the population
regarding the alterations, if sny, which are desirable in the conititution of 1919,
During that enquiry you will have an opportunity of explaining the past and of
recommenditg changes in the future, May I suggest © you, in the capacity which
I have asked you to allow me to to assume to-day, tiat the larger the measure of
pgreement you can secure, the greater will be the value cf the e¢vidence you can give
on both these points? it is for this reason that I have ventured to express an opinion
on some of the Iarger issues involved in the framing o & constitution in order thag
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in the time that remains, yon may be considering these issues and crystallising

opinion upon: them”.
Hindu-Moslem Unity,

Concluding, His Excell:ncy referred to the problem of Hindu-Moslem unity and
gaid that the fwo communitics were equally divided in the province; but to say that
the rivalry was an insuperable obstacle to "any .constitutional advance would be
absurd, but to ignore altogether suech a fundamental fact would be equally foolish.
He welcomed the fellowship Movement, The only rcad to peace, said Lord Lytton,
which offers any hope of ewvccess, is the one which the late Mr, C. R, Das tried to
follow and which I have equally tried to follow in the formation of the Ministries,
namely, the organisation of parties on political rather than on communal lines. How
best to frame = democratic constitution, which swill facilitate this object, and, whilst
safeguarding the due representation of all, make the representatives answerable to a
mixed rather than to a communal electorate is, thercfore, anolher issue which I
commend to your gpecial consideration. If the leading men of all partics and all
communities in Bengal will concentrate their attention uwpon this problem, with which
they are eo espccially qualified tn deal, instead of waiting for outside suggestions,
which each can eriticise from Lheir respective points of view, I feel sure that a solution
will be foend even before the FParliamentary Commission arriver, and in that case
Bengal will justify the claim it is prond to make of leading the political thought of
India, The suggestion that the British Parliament must decide the time and form of
ench succeseive stage in the development of the Indian constitution is often resented
in this country and in ope semse very naturally resented. But, gentlemen, there is
no need to wait for Parliament if you can jourrelves find a solution of the admitted
difficultics which heset tle path of constitutional development, The ratification by
Parliament of an agreement reached in this country womld be an easy matter and
involve no humiliation, It is only attempts to force, prematurely a one-sided eolution
by violence and ntimidation that bring strife and homiliation, In conclusion, I
desire to assure yon' that nothing which has happened during my term of office in
this province bas at all shaken my faith in the necessity for developing the Indian
constitution as rap diy as possible on lines which will provide for national expression,
I havefonnd tbe dificulties to be greater than I knew before I came here, but
difficnlties are made to be overcome, It is the test of statesmanship fo recognise
them and with unwearying patience and undiminished faith to overcome them,
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The Bombay Legislative Council

The Third Bombay Legislative Council under the Beforms Act met at Bombay on
the 18TH FEBRUARY 1927. The business of the House on this day consisted of
Bwearing in of Members and the election of Mr, Dehlavi as President. Next day,
the 19th instant the business of the House included an adjourment motion which
was disallowed and the election of Rao Bahadur Kambli as Vice-President,

The Governor's Opening Speech.

_ On the 21ST FEBRUARY addressing the members of the Council His Excellency
the Governor noted with satisfaction the much greater interest taken by the electors

during the last election than on the previous occasion as was clear from the num-

ber of votes cast,

Referring to Dr. Paranjpye's new office, he felt sure that the members would
congratulate him and would realise that not only would India benefit by the ability
and experience which he wonld bring to the India Council, but that Bombay wenld
have on it & representative fully acquainted with the needs of the Presidency. His

Government had suffcred a great and uncxpected loss; but while Dr. Paranjpye’s

departure was a loss to them his services in Loaiion wonld be a great gain to India
in general and to Bombay in particular during the next five years which were fraught
with so much importance,

Coming to the budget His Excellency remarked that a deficit of Ra, 50 lakhs in
Rombay’s budget for [927-98 was approximately equal to the amount of provinecial
contribution to the Government of India, so that but for what they had to pay away
to assist the finances of the Central Government, they had in fact a budget which was,
balanced. His Excellency reiterated that the Meston Award had a very injurious and,
to his mind, unfair effect on Bombay’s finances. It was impossible, he continuned
without serious detriment to essential services and irreparable damage to the security of
law and order and to the nation building services, to reduce expenditure fuarther than
bad already been done, \

“My Government docs mnot feel justified in asking the Council to vote any further
taxation in order to enable us to meet our liability to the Government of India and
we are fortunate in being able for the tim: being to meet the excess from the savings.
We do not do this without a misgiving, but with the confidence that a revision of the
settlement coupled with some return of trade prosperity will enable us to continue to
provide for the inhabitants of thig Presidency those services to which they are
accustomed and to which they have a right,”

Regarding the agricultural situation, His Excellency assured the members, it was
unlikely a situation of a very serious character would arise, Dealing with the, roads, if
would appear to him desirable that before any Central Road Board for India was set up
full enquiry should be made into the qucstion as to whether at any rate for a few years
to come, development of roads should nut be golely a question for local Governments and
before any decision was arrived at, every presidency and provinee including Indian
States shonld be consulted,

Concluding, His Excellency said that no one at present could forecast the constitution
of the mnext elected Ceuneil, for during the life of the present Council the Statutory
Commission would visit India aud it might be that the recommondations of that
Commigsion would have received Btatutory sanction. 8o, the next Council might be
a very different one, He did not mention this with any idea of suggesting that it
should in any way influencs the action of the members, On the contrary, he wounld
urge them to do as they bad doume in the past, namely, to voice their views freely
and honestly and Consistently carry omt their obligation to their constituents and
their covntry, Judging by the past six years it might traly be smid that the mem-
bers of the Bombay Council had endeavoured to work the reforms, however limited
in their scope and difficult in ther application in many tespects the statute might
appear to some of them., That was the right epirit and the presidency had gvery
reason t0 be proad of ite elected representatives,
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Budget for 1927-28.

After the Governor’s speech, Sir O. V. Mehta, the Finance Member, prescnted the
Budget for 1927-28, In the course of his speech he said :(—

The opening balance of the year 1926-27 was estimated at Rs, 664 lakhs which
was expected to be reduced at the end of the year to Rs, 474 Jakhs due to revenue
deficit ¢f Rs, 76 lakbs and deficit of 115 lakhs under capitai and debts gretion,
The revenue under the former head was Rs. 1,532 lakhs and expenditure 1,607 and
ander the latter head receipts were Rs. 817 lakhs and disbursements Rs, 432 lakhs.
For the next year the revenue under revenue account is estimated at RBs, 1,608
lakhs and cxpendidure Rs. 1,858 lakhs leaving a deficit of Rs. 50 lakhs, while
under debt deposifs and advances receipts are Rs, 369 lakhs and disburscments
Ra, 493 lakbs with deficit of Bs. 54 lakbs. The deficit of Rs. 76 lakhe, continued the
Finance Member, was principally made up of decrease in revenue under three “best
revenue-earning heads, Land Revenue, Excise and Stamps, The decreas> under the
frst head was due to unfavomable seasonal conditions and even larger suspensions
and remissions wonld have to be given than had been estimated when the badget
was made. Under Excise the fall was explained by the experiment of trying a syscem
of simultaneoms actions which, however, had not yielded the expected results though
the eost to the Btate was certainly exorbitant, The third head, Stamps, had suffered
owing to depression in trace,

Coming to the Devclopment Department transactions which were not included
in the figures given above, Bir Chunilal said that-an additional subsidy of 7 and a half
lakbs had been provided for in the budget for next year to meet estimated loss on

_puburban schemes. The activities of the department had been curtailrd but it was
extremely difficult to make any reliable estimate of the loss. The department had pub
down what it considered liquidation value, Tbis lgss amounting to Rs, 111 Iakhs
was proposed to be covered by a subsidy of Rs, 7 and a half lakhs from general
revenues to meet both interest and sinking fund charges on & 60 years basis.

Proceeding, the Finance Member referred to ecomomy in public expenditure and
gaid that in every country the Victorian ideal of letting the people do everything Tor
themselves was being abandoned and the activities of the Government weore extending
in_ directions which were not only mot contemplated before but where interference of
Government was resented as objectionable, That the process of retrenchment could

be carried on ndefinitely and that it was possible to put limit on public expenditure
wonld, he thought, be belied by the experience of every member who had taken part
in Municipal or Local Board administration, Sir Chunilal quoted figures to refute
the statement that reseryed departments were allowed to obtain major part of the

revennes, while the transferred depariments were starving.

While the expenditme on the latter hai increased by over Rs, 45 lakhs, expendi-
tare on the former had actually gone down by Rs, 15 lakhs,

Turning next to the criticism that per capita revenuec and expenditure in Bombay
was the highest, the Finance Member justified high per capila taxation on the gronnd
of largeness of the area administered together with the comparative spar-cess of the
population and the high incidence of salary owing to Bombay being more urbanised
and jndostrialised than any other provinee in India. The necessity of a higher cost
of administration in this presidency was conclusively demonstrated by the fact that
* wdistriet municipalities, which were entirely controlled by elected repicsentatives bad
aleo tn spend more per head of the population in Bombay thaa other provinces, Ihe
five lakbg provided in the budget for expenditure on roads, faid Bir Chuuilal, was all
that the provinces’ attenuated resources could afford until the Central Goyernment
was in a poeifion to release a portion of the motor and petrol tazation to be shared

in or utilisrd by the province, 2 :

He concluded with an appeal to the House to approach their work informed by
the prineiple of deciding each question on it merits inasmuch as the poijey of pereis-
tence in unreasomed and continuots opposition must indirectly tend to bring in the
evils of communalism and time-scrving expediency.

Discussion of the Budget.

On the 22ND FEBRUARY led by Mr. Lalji NARAINJI ¢he opposition groups deli-
vered a &ivong attack on the Government’s financial policy when the gencral discussion of
the Budget was taken wp, BSevere girticism was directe(} to the policy of incurring big
debls expenditure on the Backbay gcheme and the development programme and Meston

gettlement,



el

23 ¥EB, '27) DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET 337

Mr, Lalji referred at the outset to the South African agreement and expressed
satisfaction at the amicable understanding arrived at. He thanked the Union Govern.-
ment for the assistanca rendered to the Indian Delegation in arriving at the agreement, -

Proceeding to discuss the bundget Mr, Lalji said that he was gratified at the appoint-
ment of an Indian Finance Member, but was surprised at the remark wade by him in
pPresenting the budget that the debts of the Bombay Governmant were less than two years®
ordinary revenune and had been incurred for productive purposes, He considered such g
statement an apology for the untenable financial policy of the Government, Hs appenled
to the House to prevent the Governmant from spending the presidency’s revenue in the
Backbay scheme, He snggested that the deficit be wiped off by reducing top heavy
expenditure, Why shonld not the Government for instance reduce cne Executive Coune
cillorship and one Ministership ? :

Mr. B. T. DESAI, Swarajist, said that he Had been prined to read in the Finance
Member's specch presenting the Budget who suggested that the policy of the Swarajiste
encouraged communalism. There was no occasion for making such a criticism of a party
whose programme the Finance Member * had not the senss to understand.”

Sir Josep KEY said that much of the criticism that had been heard was due to the fact
that members appeared to have forgotten that Bombay had been passing through a period
of depression. The only ecriticism which was rasonable was that there had not been
enough retrenchment, In this particular, the Finance Member should endeavear to do
his best, After a few more speeches the Houge adjourned,

Next day, the 23RD FEBRUARY, when the general discussion on the Budget was
resumed, Mr, B. V, JADHAY, ex-Minister, took exception to the remarks of the Financa
Member in his budget speech about communalism and said that communalism was not of
recent growth,

Mr. K. F. Nariman : Whom are you lectaring to ?

Mr. Pahalajani: Is the subject of communalism before the House, Sir?

President : Where remarks relating to communalism are concerned I have to be
particularly careful, The Hon'hle member is replying to certain remarks of the Finance
Member about communalism, He is in order,

Mr, Jadhav resuming his address said that the essence of the financial problem was
the lot of the agriculturist and all the attention and resoarces of the Government shonld be
devoted to its betterment,

Mr. CHATFIELD tried to disabuss the members' minds of the impression they
seemed to entertain that the whole Presidency was in the grip of famine, Whatever
distress there was was only in some parts of the Presidency where there had been scarcity
of water dua to partial failure of the raine, That was nothing unusual. The Government
were juite alive to the seriousnuss of the situation and prepared to do all to relieve distress,

Mr ANGADI suggested that the Government onght to ba able to carry on with less
number of Ministers and Executive Councillors,

Mr, J. L. RIEU, Revenue Member, explained in detail the steps the Government had
taken in tackling the agricultural situation, TRovenue collections were being made with
very great care and consideration,

Moulvi Rafiaddin AHMED maintained that so far as Muslims of the Presidency
were concerned there was no communalism about them., It was not right to day that
communalism was the result of separate electorates, Formerly the Government used to
nominate Muslims to represent Muslim intercsts, Now the commuonity elected its own
representatives which was an improvement, _

Mr, WINTERBOTHAM, Chamber of Commerce, appealed to the House to develop
provincial patrictism and stand by the Qovernment in their fight against the Meston
Settlement. The House then adjourned, . ‘ \

Excise Minister's Statement,

On the 24TH FEBRUARY Mr, &, B, PRADHAN, the Excise Minister, explained
the Government’s excisa policy. Sincs 1920-21, he said, a3 & result of the policy of
rationing, consumption had eome down so far as country liquor was concerned, In
regard to foreign liquor, provineial Governments did not enjoy sufficient control, He
declared that every effort was being made to enforca a policy of prohibition, The
Govarnment were determin~d to go forward with the policy at as rapid a pace as possible,
Neyertheless, two viembers speaking on prohibition oriticised the Government's policy
and deplored that very little had been done towards enforcement of complete prohibition,
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The Government’s educational policy was also strongly criticised by Ehan Saheb
Abdul TATIF EHAN who said that the portfolio had been entrusted to Ministers who
were nnmindful of Muslim educational interests and cared only for Brahmin education,
Marathi education or Gujarati education,

Explaining the Government's position regarding the need for retrenchment on which
many members had spoken, the HOME MEMBER declared that cuts in the Police Depart-
ment alone had been carried out to the extent of over Rs, 12 lakhs recurring expenditare,
After such sweeping reduction, a strong demand came from the public and the press
for inecrease in police establishment, particularly in the north of the city, where develop-
ment was being retarded by insufficient police force, In the face of such a situation, it
was difficult to make any further retrenchment.

Replying to the debate Sir Chunilal MEHTA, the Finance Member, asked the house
to remember in criticising him that the Finance Member of a provincial Government
which is a sabordinate administration with many statutory obligations, was not fres
to do anything he liked. He wag subject to many limitations of the system he had to deal
.with. Deferring to his remarks on the Swarajya Party, which had been criticised at great
length, Sir Chunilal said bis intention was eonly to invite the attention of the House
to the directions along which the party’s programme led the people. He had, however,
no hesitation to concede that he owed his present position as the Finance Member to the
fact that he was a member of the public and also to the fact that the public demand
for participation in the actual administration had its effect on authorities, Coming to
the budget, he repudiated the charge of bimself teing referred to as a Baniya, He
accepted the designation and said that he would do his best to bring to bear the Indian
point of view with all the skill attributed to a Baniya on the administration of the

finances of the presidency.
The Badget discussion then terminated and the House adjourned.

Stamp Act Amendment Bill,

On the 25TH FEBRUARY the Government and the opposition came fo grips and
uléimataly the Government won, A bill further to amend the Iadian Stamp (Bombay
Amendment) Act 1922 was befove the Housa, Moving the Bill, the Finance Member
explainad that the object of the Bill was to mak: the Act permanent, The Act
was passed for the purpose of increasing the revenue of the Government, and was to
remain in operation for four years and if, at the end of that period, the financial position
still made it necessary, its life was to be extended, A Bl to make the Act permanent
was introduced last year, but the Council agreed to the extension of the Act unly by one
year, The result of five years’ expericnc: hatd proved the necesgity of retention of the
revised scale of fees enacted in the measare, The rejection of the Bill by the House,
continuned Sir Chanilal, would mean "a loss to the Government of abaut Rs, 20 lakhs,
By making the Act permanent, Bombay would only be coming into line with other
provinces where the stamp daty was reviszd at absab the same time as in Bombay but was
made permanent at ths enhanced rate,

Opposition to the Bill was mainly based on two conditions that no mere money
should be given to the Government inasmach ag it had not epent its resources in the past
and that the duty proposed fo be made permanent would fall heayily on the poor people
more than the richer ¢lasses, The house rejected the Swarajist motion for postponement
of consideration of the Bill till the next session and passed its first reading by 62 to 27,
The second and third readings were algo passed, The House then adjourned.

Demand for Supplementary Grants.

On the 26TH FEBRUARY a number of supplementary grants were discussed and
passed in the Council, Cne of them was & demand for Rs 10,000 excess expenditure in
conniection with elections, The Home Member explained that the increase of Rs, 10,000
over the estimate was necessitated by larger number of electors who polied and larger
number of polling booths, In the course of discuesion, members drew attention to
many defects and shortcomings of the voters’ list The House then agreed to the grant,

Aden Oivil and Criminal Justice Act,

The Home Membar then moved that the Bill further to amend the Aden Civil and
Oriminal Justice Act be read for the first time. The object of the Bill was fo appoint a
judicial assictant to the resident: at Aden who would be able to exercige in cases referred
t0 himall powers of the resident with a view to relieve the latter of at least a greater
part of his eivil judicial work, The first reading was passed, Bwarajiste supporting
the measure, The Bill was then proposed (o be read a second time, '
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Mr, Amritalal Sheth moved an amendment that the Bill be referred to a select
committee of nine, The amendment was carried and the house adjourned,

City Municipalites Act Amendment Bill,

On the 28TH FEBRUARY the House passed a Bill further to amend the Bombay City
Municipalities Act 1925, The object of the Bill was to give power to the Government
to extend beyond the period prescribed by Section 24 of the Act and up to date not later
than 31st December 1927, the life of an expiring Municipality or of a municipality whose
term had expired validating all acts and progeedings done by the latter municipality as
from date of its original term of office, When the section referred to was inserted in the
Act, it was expectea that time given to newly constituted borough maonicipalities wonld
be sufficient to enable them to digest rales for holding of new electious, But this ex-
pectation had not been realised and the present meastre was found DECESSary,

The next motion the Council considered was the acquisition of the sailors home and
plans for proposed new Council Hall be approved and 8 lakbs and thirty-thousand be
spent on work of building proposition which was moved by the Finance Member and it
evoked considerable hostile criticism especially from Mr. J. C, Swaminathau who, a8
representative of the coltivators, ** woold much rather sit under a banyan tree and legislate
than squander as much as 8 and a bail lakhs on acquisition of new ball,’ The proposition
was eventually passed, The Council then adjonrned,

Voting on Budget Demands.

Demand Under Land Revenue,

Voting on demaunds for grants in the Council commenced on the 1st March 1928.
The first demand taken was uuder the head Land Revenne, The debate on this demand
continued till the 3RD MARUH when Rao Saheb D, P, Desai moved that the provision
of Rs, 51,86,000 for revenue collection be reduced by seven lakhs, He appealed to the
Government uot 1o enfurce colicction wherever famine conditions prevailed.

Supporting the motion, Mr, W, 8, Mukadan, whip of the Congrees party, said that the
gituation was s0 sericus tuat some agricnltunsis were borrowing at the rate of four
annas per ropee per month, He ¢ven knew of an instance in which a farmer was obliged
t0 go to the humilisting extent of pledging bis womenfoik, Though the last was an
extreme example, it nevertheless indicaten the extent of the evil,

After further discussion the motion was thrown ont and the Council adjourned,

On the 4TH MARCH, the Council passed the demandof nearly Rs, 53 lakhs under |
the head Land Revenue after il of the nearly 60 motions for either reduction or omission
of provisions were withdrawn or lost in the course of yesterday and to-day, \

Demand under Irrigation.

On the suggestion of Sir Joscph Kay (Chamber of Commerce) the House agreed to
postpone {ill 7th March congideration of the motions for cuts in grants for development
tchemes. Demands for covetruction and irrigation works were then taken ap. Mr,
Cowas}i Jehangir, General Member, at the ontsst made a statement on the progress made
in Sukkur Barrage works, The first motion fora cut in the demand was moved by Me,
G, L Patel who wanted that provision of Ks. 24 lakhs for special tools and plants should
be reduced by Rs, 10 lakbs, f

Mr, B, T, Desai, Swarajist, demanded an inquiry into the complaint so that the
presidency might be saved from a repetition of the bistory of the Backbay Reclamation
Scheme, The Chief Engineer in charge of the Sukkur Barrage explained shat during
the three and a balf years of his regime only three engines costing about Rs, 6,000 were
found inefficient and thrown into the store room, They were working against time and
had, therefore, to employ labour-saving and time-saving machinery as much ap possible,

After further discussion the motion was put and lost and the house adjonrned,

The Sukknr Barrage Scheme,

On the 6TH MARCH discussion was resmmed on cuts under construction and irriga
tion works, Mr, Pahalajani moved that tbe total amount of Rs, 1,68,33,000 be reduged by
s, 53,88,000, Thia provided an oppartunity for the general criticism of the Sukkur Barrage
construction works in whica all scetions of the House joined. Ssveral members gave
expression of apprehensions that there were many defects in the carrying out of work,
Allegations of waste and wregularity were made and a strong ples was put forward for
tbe appointment of an expert Committee to investigate the present sints of affsirs and
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lay before the public the exact condition in which the scheme was, Criticism was
particularly directed to what was described an extravagant scale on which bungalows had
been built for. the convenience of officers engaged on the works, The Sukkuar Barrage
scheme, it was cuntended, would, if euccessfnl, be not only to the benefit of the Govern-
ment of Bombay but also to that of the Governmens of lndia. It was ouly proper
therefore that the Government of India should -bear a part of the expenditure on it.

Mr, Wiles, Finance Sccretary, Mr, Harrison and the Chief Engineer 1eplied on
beba!f of the Government and assured members that strictest control was being exercised
on every item of expenditure and the position of the scheme was very satisfactory, The
Chief Engineer denied that bungalows were in any sense luxwiious and said that even
aftt;er completion of works, these would be in use as residence.of officers in charge of the
scheme.

Further discussion was acjonrned till the 7TH MARCH when Mr, Pabalajani, reply-
ing to the debates, re-iterated the demand for a committee of -enquiry into the Sukkur
Barrage Works. :

The General Member, on behalf of the Government, admitted that the work had been
18 months behind scheduled time, but in big echemcs like the "Sukkur Barrage some
delay was possible, The construction of canals was progressing at a very satisfactory
gpeed and irrigation could be commenced in the hot weather of 1931, The dredgers, it
was true, bad not done what was expected of them but that had not impeded the progress,
The Government had no objection to a committee being appointed as snggested to
scrutinise the woiks and the officers in charge would give it all help they could. The
motion was put and lost. ;

Demand under Excisce

The Government’s Excise policy then came under discussion when a number of onts
were proposed 1n the dumand for about Hs, 52 lakhs made by the Excise Minister, The
debate evoked declaration from the Finance Member that several distillcrics had been
closed and every efiort was being made to enforce the declaied policy of prohibition, Al
motions for cuts were lost and finally the hounse took up discussion on a cut of one lakh in
the whole demand which raised the qustion of policy. After a few speeches the discus-
gion was adjourned,

Bombay Development Schemes,

On the 8TH MARCH an important etatement on the activities of the Duvelopment
Department was made by Mr, Cowasji Jehangir, General Member, in moving thé
demand for Rs, 66 lakhs for developmenti echemes in Bombay. With regard to the
Reclamation he said that thbe Government had accepted the Mears Committee's
recommendations to complete Blocks 1, 2, 3 aund 7, buy the Government would fully
abide by the Councii’s opinion regarding the work on Block 6, Dealing with the receut
accident to the diedger, Bir George Lloyd, he said that the committee which bad ingunired
into it had found that no individual was responsible for it, The dredger was covered
by inemrance, bunt the company with whom the insurance was placed had mot yet
accepted liabiiity, Meanwhile, work on Block 7, which was interrupted by the accident,
has been contjpwed with the help of the Eaiu, As for snburban schemes, about Rs, 7
and one half lakhs would bave to be provided for meeting losses on them, In concla-
gion he announced that the Government of India had agreed to reduce the interest
charged in 1921 22 of Rs, 168 and one balf lakhs fiom 6 aud one fourth to 4 and

« three fourth per cent, and to deduct the loan from the cost of Block 8 of Back Bay
which is to be handed over to the military authorities, He also announced that the
Development Directorate had been taken under direct control by the Government,

Sir Joseph Kay moved a cut of about Rs, 21 and one balf lakhs in the Bs, 43 lakhs
provided for Back Bay and pleaded for abandonment of the work on Block 6, The
motion was widely supported.

The discussion was contined on the next day the 9TH MARCH when all speakers
expressed stroug opposition to filling Block VI on the ground, chicily, that it would net
find » ready market when reclaimed, sceing that all the land already there had not been
taken up,

Thg Government member replying reiterated the assurance that the Government were
prepered to abide by the Council’s decision as to the work on Block VI,

fir Joseph’s motion was pressed to a division and carried by 68 against 28,

The House then congidered the reduction Re, 1 in the total demand for development
proposed by Mr, Lalji Naranji. Mr, Lalji criticised the policy and working of the ch}og.
ment Department, which he characterised as a *“fraud on the Council and the public,”
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which bhad had the effect of mortgaging the progress of the Presidency for about two
decaces, Thbe motion was deicated by a large majoriy,

The Administration of Aden,

On the 10TH MARCH surprise was expressed by the Home Member at the settlement
announced in the Assembly regarding the future sdministration of Aden, The Govern-
ment of Bombay, Le said, did not, in view of that setulement, propose to procecd with
the second reading of the Bill further to amend the Aden Civil and Criminal Justice Aot
of 1884, During the fiist reading of the Bill a few days agu he and the Chist Secretary
had no reason to suppose that this decision was imminens, The fact that the Govern-
ment of india had permitted the Bombay Government to proceed with the Bill showed
that this decision was not expected., As to what the nature ot the future administration
of Aden was going 10 be was not known to the Governmeng of Bombay beyond what
had appeared in neaspapers and it was obvious that many ot the details 1n regard 10
that administration nad nov been setiled, I'he Home alembor added thal the-tiovern-
ment of Bombay would press their claims in regard to the expenditure recently incurred
by them, .

Demand under Excise,

The House then procecded to discuss the excise policy of the Government and bad not
concluded when the Council adjourned,

On the 1ITH MARCH, replying to the debate, the Hon. Mr, G, B. Pradhan, .
Excise Minister, reiterated that tue Government did not propose to go back on
their declaled policy. - Several of the recommendations of the Excise Committee bad
been given effect to, Steps which the Governmenc bad so far taken were rationing,
reducuion in the rumuer of shops, bringing down the strengeh of liguor, increasiuy
the still-hcad dufy on hemp arugs and opiam, They had also cartailed the hours
of sale. Clobs seling foreign liquor had been breugnt under countrol by the imposi-
tion of vend fee, The Government were anxious that people should not go in for
cheap foreign liquor in the place of country liquor, The wain difficulty was Lringing
the Native BStates in line with the prohibition policy adopted by the Government,
As a zesult of the fall in revenue, many of these States were ciamounrnng and the Govern-
ment were trying to secure their Excise rights by paying more cumpensation. The most
effective method by furthering the polivy of prohibition was to make the tax on liquor
a8 high as possible without stimulating illicit proauction to a dugree which would increass
instead of diminishing the total consumption and without diawing people to substitute
drugs and other harmtul form of liguor. The Government were Dot anxieus to continue |
this form of r1aising revenue if other ways and means coula be tound which would (hrew
the burden on bread shoulders and nut on vhe shoulders of the poor, X

Mr, Patel's motion to reduce the demand ander Execise from Rs, 51 Ilakhs was
then put and lost and the total demand was carried, '

Demand under Education,

The House then took up the demand under the head Education and proceeded (o
digcuss the policy of the Government with reference to the Earopean education,

Alter mmmated discussion the CUouneil threw out Mr, Shivdssani’s token motivn
for & cut Ol one rupee in the demand for Rs, 7 jakbs for European edneation iu
the presidency. The mover said that his motion was intended to record the protst of tue
House agamst the system by which the subject of Kuropean education was kept beyond
the pale of popalar control. 'T'he House then aajoarned.

On the 12TH MARCH the discussion on grants for education was continued. Rae
Saheb Dr, Patil moved & cut of Rs, one lakh trom Rs, 7 lakbs provided for Government
Aris Colleges and complained that the Government was spending morg in higher educa-
tion and starving primary edocation. On the Hducation Minister’s explanation tbat
local bodies bad been asked to submit schemes for the progress of primary education
and these the Government woanld consider and sanction, the Rao Saneb withdrew the
motion,

A motion for a cut of Rs 51,000 for inter-science classes at the Deccan College, Poona,
evuked considerable discussion, Supporters of the motivn argued that it was nut [air to
give artificial support to aany institusion and complained that the olaims of Dharwar
Uollege had nut been cousidered, lu wag algo maintained that the Ferguson College had
gcience ciasseg aiready and there was no urgent need for opening similar clagsses i the
Deccan College. Opposition to the motion ran on commuandl lines, Obe Musiim membur
duciared that there was great demand for inter-gcience olasscs in the Decean Coliege as
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Mahomedan students were kept away from the Ferguson College, since the intention of
the Brahmins who controlled the latter was to keep Mabomedans uncducated so that they
might nod compete with them, The motion was eventually withdrawn,

The House then proceeded to ditcuss the total grant ot about Rs. 2 crores for Educa-
tion—Trausferred, The Government was subjccted to severe criticism on the score of
having t1ansferred the responsibility for primary education to local bodies who were hardly
capable eitber financially or otherwise to bear the burden, The discussion was adjourned.

Administration of Aden.

Ou the 14TH MARCH Mr, A, Sheth moved an adjournment of the House to con-
sider the tianster of Aden to the Imperial Government and voiced the resentment felt by
the members at the failure of the Government of India to consult the Bombay Government ;
or the Council before reaching a decision, The motion called forth a statement on bebalf
of the Government of Bombay from Sir Chunilal Mehta who put the Huuse in possgssion
of ceitain information on the subject which had been communicated to the Government,
Firstly, the tranefer related purely to military and political matters. The civil administra-
tion wouid continue to be in the bands of the Government of India and it wag undergtood
that Aden wonld continue to be as at present part of British India, Military and political
administzation of the settlement, continued Sir Chenilal, were never the concern of the
Bombay Government as relations with neighbouring powers or authorities and with
European powers who had interest in that region were not in their charge or of concern
to the Bombay Government in whose position therefore the decision annoanced made BO
change., In view of the explanation, the motion was withdrawn,

Demand under Education,

Phe Minister for Bducation then annonnced that he was considering the appointment
ghortly ¢t a Committee to go into the curricula of primary, secondary and higher educa-
tion with & view to co-ordinate these conrses and to give them a vocational bias. In
regard to the working of the primary Education Act,, he had issmed instructions to
officers in hig department not to work the act in 2 harsh manner, but so as to give the
local bodies as much {reedom of action as possible in all domestic matters, The demand
icr education was then unanimously passed, ,

Demand under Agriculture,

The House then took up discmssion of the demand for 25 lakhs for agricultare and
roge for the day before conclading it.

On the 16TH MARCH 8ir Chonilal Mehta, speaking on the demand under the bead
agricuitnie ot ks, 926 lakhs, admitted that there was a big gap in the requirements of the
agriculiuriz(e while there wts no agency to supply the co-opeiative movemcit contii-
puting aboupt 8ix Crores out of seasonal needs of agriculturists amcunting to 25 crores,

‘herc Wa#, Lherefore, gome truth in the gomplamt-s from the cultivators that large arcas
of lande wuie IyIng uncultivated for lack of funds and when this was brought to his
notice in Khandesh, the complaint was investigated by a committee and the maximum
Jimit of the torrowing of the cuitivators in these parts was raised frem 300 to 600 rupees,
There were several uacts in the presidency where the cultivators conld safely be given
more loans than at present and proviucial co-operative banks had large £ums of money
which ciuid be ntilised for the purpose, -

Mr, G. B. Pradhan, Minister for Agriculture, said that the whole question of fragmenta-

«tion of boldings was under investigation by the Government, The total demand was

then made.
Demand Under Public Health,

'he demand for Hs, 21 Jakhs under public health was discussed at length, Mr,
Shivdasani complamed tbat Gujarat did mot receive a fair treatment in the matter of
grants for woirks relating to public health, After further discussion, the demand was
made in inll and the House adjourned,

Non-official Bills Introduced,

On tbe 16TH MARCH a number of non-official bills were introduced. Out of gight
bille 1a1mally introduced two related to the President's salary, oue of them seeking to
reduge . it fiom Re, 8,000 to R, 9,000 and the other allowing him a ealary only so long
as he devotcd the whole time to the business of the Council, The third bill moved by
Mr, J, Addyman bad the object of enabling the Government to anthorise the Western
India Twi Ciub to permit the presence on the race-course in Poona and Bpmbay of a
limited pumber of bookmakers, It had been found by experience, he said,to be im-
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possible to euppress unlicensed bockmakers from the premises of the Turf Club and
despite the efforts of the police it was known that the bookmakers existed outside these
premises. It was obviously better that such gambling as did exist shonld be under
proper control and it was believed that, under striet conditions which it wonld be possible
to enforce, much of unlicens2d gambling could be suppressed. The fonrth bill was in-
tended, as the mover explained, to remove inequality between the rich and the poor
candidates in an election under the law as it existed, hiring of vehicles was included in
corrupt practices but & rich and influential candidate evaded it by borrowing vehicles
from friends, while the poor rival was at a disadvantage in that his only reeoarse was
to hire vehicles which was prohibited by rules.

Election to Advisory Committee,

The House then devoted over two hours to the qaestion of bl:cheing members to the
Advisory Committees of the three railways in the city but finally pstponed the.election
till the nix$ day,

Land Revenue Asscssment Committee's Report,

The first non-official resolution standing in the name of Rao Bahadur Kale and
recommending that immediate effect be given to the suggestions contained in ths report
of the Tand Revenue Assessment Committee recently published was then taken up and
was still under discassion when the House rose for the day.

On the 17TH MARCH only one non-official resolution could be disposed of by this
scesion of the Bombay Legislative Council before it was prorogned., With the
exception of an hour for questions the day was occapied with «liscussion on Rao Bahadur
Kale's régolution for giving effect to the recommendation of laad rivenne as-essment of
which two were specially stressed by non-official membears a8 most urgent and important,
They were, first, that in revising assessment of land revenue regard shonld be had to the
profita of cultivation. The Settlement officer should take into account the following
factors : (a) The state of communication during the previcus-settlement; (b) Proximity
of markets; (c) Trend of prices; (d) General cconomic conditions and history of tract ;
(e) Besult of crop experiments and (f) Rental value, In order to ascertain the rental value!
the real rents paid in open competition by tenants to landlords during the five years
immediately preceding the revision settlement excluding years of abnormal prices should
be taken into consideration.

Secondly, that the standing to examine all revision settlement proposals, The non-
official section of the Hou.e maintained that permanent settlement should be intredueced
after equalising assessment by fiaing it as 25 per cent. of the profits of cultivation,,
Failing this no revision of the scitlement should be made without the approval of the
Council. They condemned the Government’s action in proceeding with the revisions
while the whole question was still uniler consideration of the Couucil, Officials pointed
to the delay that bad already taken place in arriving at a decision on the guestion and
contended that several lakhs of rupees woumld have been lost to the State if revision of
seltlement had not been carried out by ths Government,

Finally, the resolution was carried by 83 to 29 with the addition that pending
legielation along the lines of the recommendations of the committee, orders should be
igsued to the revenne authorities coneerned mot to collect agsessment changed in revision
after the 15th March, 1924, '

The Council was then prorogued.



The Madras Legislative Council

. On the 2¢4TH JANUARY His Excellency the Governor, accompanied by Viscountess
Gozchen drove in State to the Council Chamber and opened the third Reformed Madras
Council, which he addressed. Mr, C. 'V, 8, Narasimba Raju, the DIresident, was in the
chair, There was full attendance of members and nine new aiembers took the oath of

allegiance. 2
The most important buginess after the Governor’s address was the election of the

Deputy President, for which the Independent Party nominated Mrs, Muthulakshmi Ammal,
the Jady member of the Council. Other candidates having withdrasn from the field,

she wae elected unopposed as Deputy President.
Governor's Address,

H, E. the Governor, in addressing the Council, observed since the last session there
has been considerable change in the - position of parties, but there has been change in
the neede and requirements, in the hopes and aspirations of the pzople of this Presidency
and of Indis-as a whole as to the meagnre of time in which these can be folfilled and the
altimate extent to which they can be satisfied, There may be difference of opinion,
but T would venture to hope that at least on the road towards those ideals we can all
march together in a spirit of joint endeavonr and determination, that no action of
onre shall obstruct the forward march, although different paths may be chosen all

leading in the same direction,
It is for us here in Ma
made to work the Reforms to demonstrate at this psych

of the Reforms our fitness for further responsibilities,
In conclusion, the Governor referred to the Statutory Commission provided for

by the Government of India Act, which will begin o function at the latest in 1929,
and in any case in the life-time on the present Conmcil, He was convinced that the
members of the House were cognisant of the paramount need of demonstrating to that
Commission that the education of the electorate and the country at large and the
development of team spirit, which should underlic and was the necessary concomittant of
all democratic institutions, had proceeded on right lines towards further constitutional
development and reorganisation of the machinery of the Government so as to conduce

to the best advantage of the Presidency,
H. E, hoped especially that with nngrudging co-operation of the Council a strenusus
ational advancement and geperal amelioration of

campaign will be initiated for educe
the depresed and backward classes, whose progress would without doubt facilitate all

further stepe.

drag, in the Presidency in which o strong effort has been
ological mowment in the history

Adjournment Motion on Metture Project.

On the 24TH JANUARY, after interpellations, a motion for the adjournment of the
businces of the house to diccuss the unsatisfactory nature of the irrigation department
and the necessity for modifying with a view to grant irrigation facilities to the district
of Trichinopoly was moved by a representative of that district. The President allowed
“lhe motion which was sst down for discussion on the next day subject to the approval
of the Governor, The house then proceeded to transact non-official business.

The first item was a resolution recommending that famine relicf works should at
once be started by the Government in non-deitaic tracts of Nellore district, A number
of amendmente extending the scope of reliel works to other areas were also tabled,

The House next permitted Mr, Baldanba to introduce an amending bill to the
Rlementary BEducation Act, The Amending Bill to the Andhra University Act was not

moved.
After lunch the adjournment motion brought by the member from Coimbators to
discuss the nneatisfactory nature of Government order on irrigation and the urgent

neceseity to medify it, specially with a view to granting some irrigation facilities under
Metinr scheme to districts of Coimbatore and Salem was discussed,
Mr. Narayanswamy Pillai moved an amendiaent to inelude Trichinopoly also, but it

was riled out of order, Representatives from Salem, Coimbatore and Trichinopoly sup-
ported the motion. The mover pointed out that the Mettar project hd depopuilated S
square miles of land for purposs of stagnation water and had rendered womeless about ten
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hundred thonsand, The speaker urged that the Government shonld provida for irrigation
by way of compensation of about 25,000 acres of land below Mettur dam for which the
people of Balem and Coimbatore were prepared to pay aven at maximum rates,

Sir O, P. Ramaswami Iyer, replying on bshalf of the Government, said that the
scope of the Mettur Project was such that the extension of the scheme to Coimbatqre and
Sal:m Was impracticable whils the district of Trichinopoly was well served by Kattalai
system,

The member for Tanjore was speaking on the motion when the President aunounced
that it waa five and the discnssion auntomatically stopped.

On the 25TH JANUARY, an adjournment motion bronght by a member from Coim.
batore to discuss the “nnsatisfactory nature of the Government order on irrigation and the
urgent necessity to modify it, specially with a view to grant eome irrigation facilities
under the Mettur scheme to she districts of Coimbatore and Salem,” was talked out.

The mover pointed out that the Mettur project had depopulated 56 square miles of
land and had rendered homeless about 200,000 people, He urged that Government ehould
provide for the irrigation of abont 25,000 acres of land below the Mettur Dam, for which
the people of Salem and Coimbatore were prepared to pay even maximum rates. Sir
Ramaswami Iyer, replying on behalf of Government, eaid that the scope of the Mettur
project was such that an extension of the scheme to Coimbatore and Salem was impractica-
ble, while the district of Trichinopoly was well served by the Kattalai system,

On the 26TH JANUARY, a resolution wrging the Government to start r.elief works,
including remission of revenue for the next three months in the non-deltaic tracts of
Nellore and in areas affected by the failure of the monsoon in the districts of Ganjam,
Godavery, Guntur, Kurnool, North Arcot, Trichinopoly, Tinnevelly, Bellary, Anantapur,
etc,, was passed after a prolonged discussion, The Revenue Member explained the Qovern-
ment policy and said that relief measures could not be directed to compensating farmers for
auy loss they may have sustajned during a bad season, The Government directad their
attention primarily to taking stepe to avert the loss of human life, and to sapport those
who might become destitute. He, however, promised to take such measures as were possible
through the agency of district officers, :

On the 27TH JANUARY, Mr, Satyamarthi moved the adjournment of business for the
purpose of discussing a matter of urgent public importance, namely, the need for the
Government of Madras to represent to the Government of India the opinion of the Council
that it wholly disapproved of the action of the Government of India in sending Indian
troops to China, taken as it was without reference to the Legislative Asggembly.

The President asked the mover whether the motion was in order,

Mr. Satysmurihi stated that the motion merely spught to communicate the opinion
of the house, as a representative popular body, to the Central Government, and had no
intention of interfering with the foreign relations of the Central Governmeat, Besides,
matters affecting the Central Government had on previons occasions been discussed on
the floor of the House. He pointed oot that the matter was also of local importance as
troops, especinlly Sappers and Miners, were reported to be despatched from the Madras
Presidency,

Sir Ramaswami Aiger, the Leader of the House, objected {o the motion as it affected
the relations of the Government of India with s foreign Goverpment,

The President satisfied himself that the motion was in order, and allowed it dis.
cussion being fixed for the afternoon, snbject to the Gavernor’s approval, :

Before the Coungil rose for lunch the President anpounged that the Governor had
disallowed Mr, Batyamurthi's adjournment motion,

Moplah Colonisation of the Andamans,

There were about 45 resolutions on the agenda, of which only thres were digcussed
and pasged. The most important of these was one on the Moplah colonisation of the Anda-
mans which recommended to the Government that immediate eteps be taken to cancel the
scheme and fo transfer all Malabar rebellion prisoners from the island to Indian jails,

Khan Bahadur Mahomed Osman, Home Member, stated on behalf of the Govern.
ment that the Government of India was responsible for the scheme, that at present there
waé Do such things as Moplah colonisation, since the scheme had been made an all-India
one, and that the objections raised against it were purely sentimental, Ssveral members
spoke condemning the scheme and asking for its immediate cancellation, The resolytipn
wag passed by 66 votea to 28,

Another yesolution passed on this day recommended to the' Gavernment to amend the
Famine Code in order to facilitate famine relief works by zamindars and landowners, '

44
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Hinda Religions Endowments Act,

Replying to interpellations regarding the Hindu Religious Endowments Act, the
T.aw Member said that in view of the circumstances it was the intention of the Govern-
ment with the help, if possible, of members of all the interests concerned, to explore the
subjects about which a controversy had taken place, and to bring forward an amending
Bill at the earliest opportunity to improve the Act, wherever necessary, and maks it
acceptable to the people for whose benefit in was intended, i

The first Session of the Madrag Council closed on this day after a fonur days
sitting to meet again on the 1st March for the Budget session.

Financial Statement_for 1927-28,

On the 18T MARCH, in presenting the financial statement for the year 1927-28, Mr, T.
T, Moir, the Finance Member, summarised the position thus :—

“Agninst a revenue of 1654:80 lakhs we anticipate an expenditure of 1724 13 lakhs
in 1927-1928, Expenditure on that scale is rendered possible only by the fact that we
have accumulated reyenue balances amounting to 134:71 lakhs, These balances once spent
do not recor and’represent in part unanticipated windfalls, in part expenditure in pre-
vious years less than what provided for in their budgets, We are also labouring nnder the
disadvantages of an unfavourable season which will affect the revenues of the coming as
well as of the current year. Even under normal circomstances these revenues increase
but slowly and our existing commitments will for geveral years continue to absorb the
major share of soch additions to cur resources We have also large commitments ander
schemes of & non-recurring natare while schemes of capital expenditure are for the
present making increased demands on our revenies in connection with the payment of
interest and the re-payment of capital

%It might under these circumstances be urged that there is an element of recklezaness
in the budget now placed before the Conneil, I donot deny that all these consideration
give food for thought but in the first place we may reasonably hope that the next monsoon
will not follow the example set by its predecessor, Our commitments are not o out of
our conirol that we cannot adjnst future expenditure to ouf existing resources, should
that, I sincerely hope it will not, prove necessary. And I am so impressed by the
jmmenge amonnt of ground yct to be covered in all administrative directions that I am
unwilling to give the signal for reduced epeed until convineed that it is essential.

s And here it is well to remember that our potential rceourcea are not exhausted,
though when and to what extent they will be released rests ultimately in other hands
than ours, Although it is a matter in which a beavy responsibility rests upon our
repreeentabives elscwhere, we still pay 8 contribution of 165 lakhs from our provincial
revenucs to the Central Government, With that sum at our disposal we would have
guffici-nt resources io meet all reasonable or possible administrative developments for the
rect three years : v S

# 1t is the pecalicr misfortune of our Presidency that in its Pilgrim’s Progress towards
poseession of its own estate, it has encountered and still encounters formidable obstacles
and that at each siage fresh and fierce lions roar against it. But so far as the Govern-
ment of India are concerned the long fight is cver. In the budget which was produced
in the Legislative Assembly yesterday the Hon’ble Sir Basil Blackett announced that if
the Government of India's proposals for 1927-1928 are adopted they eneure a total

w recurring temission in respect of the provincial contributions of 350 lakhs and & non-
recnrring remission of 258 lakhs. The share of this Presidency is 116 lakhs recurring
and 49 Iakhs pon-recurring, that is to say our provinee will at last stand in full
possession of ita proper revenues. : ]

« [t wonld be rank ingratitnde on my part if, knowing as [ well do how colossal the
tack has been, I fail to pay a tribute to the sincerity and the determination with which
Bir Basil Blackett has laboured to remove what he has termed “a millstone ronnd the
neck both of the Central Government and of the Provincial Governments poisoning their
mutual relations and hampering every sction.® 1 do mot ignore their lions still in the
path nor am I prone to count my chickens before they are hatehed but I fervently trust
that his efforts wiill be crowned with success and that that success which will mean 80
much to this Presidency will be gecured not merely by the goodfviil .ot the Government
of India but by the active co-operation of onr own representatives in the Central Legis-
lature.

« ] have already stated that given our revenuces we can conterplate n noteworthy and

sontinuous development of our ameliorative programmes during the least three years, that
too withont any additiomal taxation; guch I8 the piospect opened before our eyes, It
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exceeds our most sanguine anticipations and it is one which I venture to think this
Council and the people of this Presidency will not readily forego,”

With the expenditure put at an advanced figure with large commitments under
schemes of a mnon-recurring nature with schemes of capital expenditure making increased
demands conceded, it might be urged that there was an element of recklessness in the
budget, But he hoped for bctter monsoon next year and Govt’s commitments were not
£0 out of control that they could not adjust future expenditure to their existing resources,
Still, their potential resources were not cxhausted. Even the present echemes were made
possible by reason of accumulated revenue balances which to-day amounted to 134 lakhs,

Digenesion on Important Bills,

After the Finance Member’s speech the Council granted a sum of Rs. 50,000 to the
Government for the purchase of sera and vaccioes required for the inoculation of cattle. A
heated discussion next ensucd on the Finance Member’s resolution asking for approval of
the house for continuation of unfinished irrigation and civil works, The opposition charac-
terised the motion as illegal. After considerable discussion the motion was put and lost
without division.

Small Causes Courts Act,

Sir Ramaswami [yer then introduced a Bill to amend the Madras Presidency Small
Causes Courts Act giving jurisdiction to the city civil court now vested in High Conrt to try
cases relating to the title of property of small value, The Bill was passed into law. Two
other official bills were then introduced and referred to the Select Committees, The first
wag & Bill to amend the Madras Prevention of Adulteration Act providing effective
remedies against eale of watered milk, adulterated creem, butter and the second Bill to
repeal the Madras Planters Act, The Council adjourned,

The Budget Discussion.

That dyarchy is unworkable in practice was the sum and substance of the specches
made in the Council on the 3RD FEBRUARY in course of the general discussion on the
budget, While the Congressmen eaid so directly, members of other parties gave ount
enongh material to enable any impartial observer to come to that decision. The first
speaker was a Swarajist, Mr, P, C, Venkatapathi Raju, who drew attention to the lack of
irrigation facilities and starving of nation-building departments.

Sir A, P, Patro, ex-minister, congratulated the Finance Member and said that fnancial
independence wae @& condition precedent of provincial antonomy, He pressed for telief in
taxation notably in court fees and stamp duties.

Mr, G. Harisarvothama Rao subjected the budget statemcnt to a critical analysia from
the democratic point of view, and proved how it hopelessiy failed to stand that test. The
cause of the ryot was advocated by everyone of the spcakers and the encouragement of
cottage industries and hand-spinning was also advoeated, Mr. Krishna Nair sounded &
note of warning against proceeding with further work in connection with the gigantic
Cauvery mettur project Wwhich is estimated to cost more than six crores without placing
on the statute book an irrigation law which the irrigation member himself had very often
emphasised as essential before launching opon any big proj ci. The way in which selee-
tions are made to the High Court Bench came in also bandy for criticism while &
Christian and two Mohamadan members pressed for communal justice, The discussion
was on the whole on a high level compared with the previous years, \

On the ATH MARCH, in course of the general discussion on the budget, attention was
drawn among other things to the need for promotion of rural sanitation, Indianisation of
higher poste, notably in ths police department and the improvement of the machinery of
administration of civil justice in mofussil,

Doctor Mothulakhsmi Ammal pleaded for the establishment of children hospital for
Madras and opening up of new secondary schools for women, Opposition members aiso
urged retrenchment and reorganieation of the departments of agricalture and industries,

Mr. C, Wood, Madras Chamber of Commerce, welcomed the budget as a lucid and
business like one and expressed appreciation of the provision for agricultural and indust-
ria). development but regretted a lack of provision for combating social evil, The Council
then adjourned,

Voting on Budget Demands.

Vot ng on Budget demands commenced on the 14TH MARCH, Token motion on
demand under Survey and Secttlement, nnder the head Land Bevenuo afforded opportunity
for opposition piembers to eriticise the Land Revenune lolicy of the Madras Government,
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Speakers emphasised the need for the introduction of a satisfactory Land Revenue Scttle-
ment,Bill giving the Legislative Conncil power to fix rates,

Mr. Marjoribanks, Revenue Member, replying said that the Couucil bad no mandatory
voice in the matter and that the proper course would be for the reeponsible Minister to
bring in a motion, The token cut was carried, The Council next negatived by 57 votes
to 38 the Swarajist motion for total omission of Rs, 24,78,300 allotment for Survey and.
Bettlement, ]

Demand Under Excise.

On the 16TH MARCH discussion centred round the Swarajist motion for a token out
in the salary of the Excise Commissioner,

During question time the Home member stated in answer to interpellation that the
number of women and children taken to Andamans under colonisation scheme was 336
and 510 respectively, q

Swami Venkatachalam Chetty, opposition lcader, warned the Ministry that no
country would tolerate a Government which did not quicken up the pace to total pro-
bibition, Mr, Erishnan Nair in calling on the Independent Ministry to carry out the
policy of prohibition took occasion to declare that the ¢ Justice” party had decided nob
to accept office in the present Council, The President asked him to confine himself to
the Excise policy. Mr, Krishna Nair drew attention to the fallacy of the Bwarajists con-
demniog dyarchy and at the same time gupporting Ministry, BSeveral speakers empbagised
the need for forward step towards total prohibition,

Replying to the debate Mr, R. N. Arogyaswami Mudaliar, Excise Minister, declared
that the Ministry bad accepted the ideal of a dry Madras and would work up to it
by definite and progressive stages, His policy wouald be a further redection in con-
sumption by the extension of prohibition areas, extension of duty on spirits and such
other methods as were euwitable, The financial arpect of the matter was under con-
gideration and the Finance Committes had not yet reported, Subject to the limitations
of diarchy he would work up to the goal, _ :

Mr, Satyamurti declared tbat Congressmen were thera to kill djarchby. The policy
of the present Ministry was an advance on the record of the * Justice” Ministry. He
added that if the Baja of Panagal as the leader of the “ Justice” Party stated from his
place in the Council that diarchy wad unworkable, the Swarajists wonld readily join the
s Justicites’ in defeating any Ministry, But they would not break the present Ministry
on the strength of what the ‘¢ Justicites” had been saying with a view to coming to
power again,

After further discussion the token cut was carried by 59 against 50 votes, Next the
whole demand under Excise was put and carried without a division,

On a token cut unnder the head “Stamps’ the opposition members urged & reduction in

Counrt Fees; The Council then adjourned,

Demand for Provincial Autonomy,

On the 18TH MARCH the grant of further comstitutional reforms, particularly pro-
vincial autonomy for Madras was strongly urged by the opposition members in the debate
over a tcken motion under ®Alloiment for the Governor’s Hoosehold”,

Mr, S. Satyamurti, Deputy Leader of the Congress Party, declared that he would
pot raise the larger question of Swaraj for India, but would deal with the question of
abolishing diarchy by granting autonomy to the province. He added that diarchy could

“not be worked, The Government should always be whole and indivisible. He asked those
who felt that they could reeist the advancing wave of modern democracy, whether they were
going to drive all to despair and make of Indis & greater Ireland,

The speaker was there becanse he believed that the political question would be eolved
by mutusl goodwill. He quoted the views of the Raja of Fanagal and Sir A, P, Patro
submitted to the Mmidiman Committee in support of the contention regarding the
smworkability of diarchy. He contended that when the party whose members were the “pet
children of the bureancracy” bad stated that diarchy was unworkable and autonomy was
necessary, there wag no case for ths Government, Bir Malcolm Hailey’s assurance that
his Qovernment would do all that could be donie was empty, He was sure that the present
Ministers would find very soon that they were there to carry ot the behests of anseen

owers and that under diarchy they bad no real power, responsibility or initialive. It
End been said that the Britisher was out to civilise and train the Oriental in eelf-govern-
ment, The speaker urged that Madras should get substantial politieal reforns as her
grople were the oldest pupils, The debate had mot concluded when the Council rose

e dﬂyt
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Next day, the 19TH MARCH, the discussion of the constitutional issuc on a token
motion under the Governor's Honsehold wag resumed, o L

Mr, Krishna Nair characterised the diarchy as an unsuccéssful experiment and
stregsed the necd for a forward step in Constitutional Reforms, like the transfer of all
subjects to the transferred half. ! A PR

Dr, Muthulakshmy Ammal paid & tribute to the British for inculcating respect for
law and order and for the mainienance of peace. She said that anm’s yearning for freedom
was a natural and legitimate craving and her national consciousness was the result of
contact with the freedom-loving nations of the world, It was time for the Indians to
shoalder more responsibility. She appealed for the spirit of brqtherhcmd apd‘ for the
throwing open of the temples and schools to all classes without distinction and added that
when unity was achieved no power on earth could stifle India’s aspirations, /

The représentative of the depressed classes spoke on the value of the British connec-
tion and emphasised the need for the protection of minority inﬁterests.

The Hon. Mr. Marjoribanks, Revenue Membef, replying, said that the Madras
Government was a subordinate Government and as such it had no power to alter the
constitution, Their duty was to work it in the best interests of the people. It was
probable that at no distant date the Government would be called upon to report on many
aspects of the diarchy, and when the time came the Government would communicate the
weight of resentment given expression to in the House, He wanted the House not to
imagine that any section of the Government was hostile to their claims,, .

Swami Venkatachcllam Chetty, leader of the opposition, enumerated the defects
of diarchy and urged the grant of provincial autonomy.

Mr, Srinivasan, depressed classes representative, declared that the removal of
untouchability should be the first step towards Swaraj. He invited the Royal Comtission
on Reforms to visit the villages and devise means for the amelioration of the lot of milions
of the masees,

The motion waa put to the House and carried, 67 voting for and 26 against it, The
Ministers remained néutral,

Other Demands.

The reduction of the number of Executive Councillors to two was urged by the
opposition members this afternoon on the motion for a token cut in the allotment for
the Executive Council under the head ¢' Secretary.”” The cut was cffected, 51 voting
for and 31 against,

The Council passed the demands under the heads “Legislative Bodies" and “Provinees’
of Re 2,70,000 and Rs, 5,94,000, respectively, The token motion calling for & change
in the hours of the sitting of the Council was negatived. Attention was drawn to
further Indianisation in the Secretariat and effecting retrenchment Ly the Bwarajiits
members on the motion for a nominal cut in the demand for the Chict Becretariat,

A “Jnstice” party member brought forward a cut motion to raise the gquestion of
alloting seats for ex-Ministers in the front oppoeition bewches. The President ruled it
out of order at that stage, stating that one of the party leaders bad informed him of his
intention to raise the question on the floor of the House and that he (the President)
would fix a day convenient to the member concerned. The Coancil then adjourned,

Demand for Ministars' Salaries,

The demand for Ministers' salaries waas taken up om the 21ST MARCH.] Mr. B,
Mmﬁswami Naidu, of the Justice Party, moved a token cut to express no confidencs in
the Ministry,

Swami Venkatachelam Chetty, leader of the Congress party, explaining that his
party wonld not vote on the qpestion, said that they would always be ready to use their
vote against the Ministry when they were satisfied that such 8 course would achieve the
objective of the Congress, namely, preventing any Ministry under Dyarohy,

Dewan Bahadur Krishnan Nair (Justice) and the party in power was drawa from a
minority snd the Ministers did not have the confidence of the people,

Dr, Bubbarayan, Chief Miniater, replying, said that he accepted office becanse he felt
it his duty to undertake the responsibilty of constitutional government of the provinee, 8o
long as be had the confidence of the House through the neutrality of his friends epposite
(Swarajist benches) he had the right to be in the ministerin. office, He nssured the House
that be wounld not tour at the expense of the State during six months before the elections.
He added that the token cut on the Excise demand was one of no confidence in the polioy
of the previons Ministry than on the policy of the present Ministers.

Members of the Independent Party emphasised that their party programme was one
ncceptable to the Bwarajists and the Justice Party, To-day the Bwarjist policy waa nndere
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going a welcome change from boycott to honourable co-operation and the Jusfice Party
had no reason to look down upon such a change,

Mr, C. E, Wood, Madras Chamber of Cemmerce, desired to know if the token cut was
a minor matter intended to draw attention to certain policies, He meant that the
Ministers ehould resign if the latter was the idea, bnt he strongly deprecated the attempt
to censure the Ministry at so early a stage-in its life,

By 53 votes to 12 the Council negatived the motion of no confidence, 16 members
remaining neatral of whom 11 were of the Congress Party. 3

The Council also voted down another Justice Party motion for a substantial reduc-
tion in the demand under the head “Ministers.”” The whole demand of Rs, 4,32,000 was
then put to the House and carried without a division, '

The practice of appointing temporary judges to the Bench of the Madras High Court
was condemned by several members who speke on a S8warajist motion for a reduction in
the allotment under the head of * administration of justice”. -

The cut was effected, 56 voting for and 30 against. The Council adjourned.

Madras Pelice Budget.

On the 230D MARCH the Government sustained & defeat on a Swarajist motion
for a reduction by Ras. b lakls of the allotment of Rs, 151,86 lakhs under the head “Police."
Opposition speakers nrged the need for retrenchment and drastic Indianisation of the
Police Department,

Sir Ramaswami Iyer, replying, stated that during the last three ycars a reduction of
Rs, 12 lakhs had been effccted in expenditure nnder the “Police Department,’” and he
would do all in his power to further Indianisation, The motion was put aud carried by
46 votes to 44, The whole demand was next put and agreed to, subject to the above cut,

by 55 votes to 28,
Anti-Drink Propaganda in Madras,

On the 25TH MARCH the need for rescinding the Government order prohibiting
officials of the Public Health Department from doing any propaganda work against the
drink evil was emphasised by several speakers in the debate on a motion to rednce by
a token cut the allotment under the head “Public Health,"

Dr, Mutholakshmi Ammal eaid that Public Health officials should be allowed to
carry out anti-drink propaganda as part of their duties.

Swami Venkatachellam Chetty, leader of the Opposition, condemned the present
prohibitory order and called on the Health Minister to make the position of the Ministry
clear. Members of the Justice Party also supported the motion, .

The Minister, Teplying, eaid that he was glad that there was unanimity of opinion on
this question, What surprised him was that even members below the gangway (Justice
party) shounld have changed their views in the mafter, Those members were ghowing a
change of heart in various otLer'matiers and it was all to the good, The Government had
deeided to rémove the restriction and an order fo this effect would be iesued shortly.

In view of the Government’s decision thé motion was withdrawn anl the grant

ssed, :
The voting of the Budget demands concluded on this day. It is moteworthy that
during the ten days’ voting only one smbstantial cat was effected, that of Ra. 5 lzkhs in
the police grant, all other cuts being token ones, The Council then adjourned,
Debate Over the Supply of Khadi,

On the 28TH MARCH, after quegtion time, Mr, B, 8, Mallayys, Swarajist, moved
for an adjournment of the Houre to consider a matter of urgent public importance,
namely, reconstruction and remodelling of the Madras General Hospital, ;

gir C, P, Ramaswami Iyer, the leader of the Houge, pointed out that the motion
conld not be in order as it sought to revive discussion on a mstter already diecussed,

He added that the matter involved was not of recent occurence, :
The President said that there was a precedent daring the time of Mr. Bwamikannu

Pillai, » _ "
Fir O, P, Ramaswami Iyer questioned that ruling with due respect to the former

resident, i

g the leader of the opposition, observed that the

Swami Venkatachalam Chetti, r of '
cestion of remodelling the hospital was deslt with in the budget and it was proper that
digcnssion should be raised on that provision over adjustment motion,

The president finally ruled that the motion was in order. '

A strong plea in favour of supplying Kbadi for uniforms and other supplies was prb

in by Swarajist speakers in the debate over a token cut in the supplementary demand of
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Rs, 75,000 for stationary and printing (transferred). Dr. Subharayan, Chiet_ Minister,
reiterated his faith in handspinning and weaving industry as a welcome gubsidiary occn-
pation to India's millions and said that he could pot do anything in the matter as cloths
coming under the demand were made in jails with Indian mill yarn. _ Several members
Stressed the economic valne of Khadder to the vast rural population in these days of
famine,

Replying to the debate Mr. T. E, Moir, Finance Member, made it clear thai they
had no prejudice against hand-spun yarn and hand-woven clothes. Possibilities of enconrag. |
g such cloth would be explored if guality was found to be the same as that produced
in jails, Handspinning was introduced even in jaila in order to help the convies to
earn & honest livelihood alter their release, :

The Motion was by leave withdrawn and the supplementary grant was agreed to, - The

Council also voted the supplementary demand of Rs, 12,000 for Ministers tzavelling
allowances. ¥

Madras University Act Amendment Bill,

On the 29TH MARCH, Mr, S. Satyamurthi, member for the Uuiversity, moved
for permission to introduce & Bill to amead the Madras Uaiversity act, 1923, The
amending bill proposed the number to ba elected by registered graduates to the Senate
to be raised from 30 to 40 and the repcal of the prineiple of proportionate representation
B0 a8 to allow normal voting to be the rale, 1t proyides for the abolition of the council
of affiliated colleges and doing away with the representation of District Boards on
the Senate,

Before Mr, Satyamurthi rose, Mr, M, Krishnan Nair “Justicite” moved for the post-
Ponement of the Biil on the ground of want of time to study provisions. Amother
“Justicile” member characterised the amending Bill a8 a picce of mischievous and
vindictive legislation,

Dr. Subbarayyan, Education Minister, said that he felt that sn amendment of the
Madras University Act was urgently called for, but he did not agree with all the
provisions of the amending Bill, He left that question of postponement entirely in ths
hands of the House.

Beveral Bwarajists protested against the motion for postponement and said that it wag
an attempt to strangle the Bill, The motion for postponement was then put and negatived,

On the 30TH MARCH a Swarajist motion for the adjournment of the House
to discuss the question of the aequisition of a farm belonging to the Andhra Ayurvedic
Pharmacy at Avadi for the purposes of bousing the Malaya Emigration D.pot was with-
drawn on an assurance being given by the Revenue Member that the Madras Government,
would withdraw the ancquisition preezedings,

Introduecing his Bill to amend the Madras University Act of 1923. WMr. Salyamurtbi,
member for the University, repudiated the suggestion that the Blil was the resalt of a
consp'rocy between himself and the Chief Miuister, 1t was not a Government Bill
magquerading noder the name of a private Bill. It was not his intention to Bralminise
the Benate, The amending Bill songht to expungs the slements of conflict,

While Mr. Satyamurthi was speaking Bir A, P. Patro, ex-Education Minister, referring
to the Bill, exclaimed “guch trash, ?

Mr, Batyamurthi songht the protection of the Chair and the Deputy President ruled
that the word was not in order, upon which the ex-Minister withdrew the offending remask,

Dewan Babadur Krishnan Nair, Justice Party, cpposed the reading of the Bill on the
gronnd that its provisions wers not calculated to further communal justics,

Beveral Swarajists and Independent members gave their nnstinted support to the Bill.

Dr. Subbarayan, Chjef Minister, denied having bad to do anything with the drafting
of the Bill, He said that communal justice ought to be the watchword of the Council, The
gystem of proportionate representation should be the rule and the reduction of gradual
Tepresentation on the Senate was undesirable. He proposed to introduce the amending
Bill in August, in which some of the desirable amendments of the present Bill might be

. embodiad,
The debate had not concluded when the Conuncil rose for the day to meet on the noxt

day, the 3]st March when, afler some disenssion of the University Bill, the Couneil
prorogued,
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The Third Reformed United Provinces Legislative Connecil met at Lucknow on
the 10TH JANUARY 1927. Out of a total of 128 members as many as 113 took
the oath of allegiance to the Crown. The remaining ten members were absent.

The only item of business on this day's agenda was the election of the Council Presi-
dent. Rai Bahadur Lala Sitaram who held this c¢ffice in the previous Couneil was unani.
mously re-elected and after he had been congratulated on his re.election by a npmber of
gpeakers belonging to every pariy, the Council adjourned till the 24th January.

Discussion on Prohibition Resolution,

On the 25TH JANUARY there was a prolonged debate with considerable excitement
on the resolntion moved in the Council by a Bwara ist member urging on the Government
to speedily bring about a total prohibition of liquor and adopt local option,

An amendment was moved to this resolution recommending to the Government to
bring about total abstinence (instead of prohibition) as speedily as possibie and ecirculate
the Bill embodying the principle of local option for public opinion, The heat of the
debate was due to the fact that whereas the mover of the resolotion and his supporters,
mostly Swarajista and Nationalists, would have nothing short of prohibition, the mover
of the amendment, his supporters and officials expressed the view that prohibition was
not within the scope of practical politics, People could not be forced to give up liquor;
bué they conld be educated to dread its use, The Government were doing their best fo
promote the cause of temperance. They had restricted houts of eale, reduced the number
of shops by 42 per cent during the last five years and had extended the sealed bottle
system. Regarding consumption of country liquor, the Excise Minister pointed out that
it had fallen down by nearly 60 per cent since 1920, Government's Excige revenue had
fallen down by nearly 50 Jakhs in the course of these few years; but the Government
only felt gratified at this fali of revenue since it clearly showed that their Exocise policy
was bearing its fruits, There could be no better proof of sincerity of the Government's
profession than that total abstinence was their goal,

Mr, C. Y., Chintamani questioned the Government if they had any means short of
prohibition the adoption of which could bring total abstinence. To this the official
reply was that the Government hopid that the measures they had adopted since 1920, in
other words, prohibitive excise duty, reduction in the number of shops, restriction in
the houss of sale, werg likely to lead to total abstinence.

After a prolorged discussion, the Council carried tbe amendment by 537 votes against
99, Thug the Swarajist resolution was defeated.

Abolition of Commissioner’s Posts,

On the 27TH JANUARY the Couneil by a majerity passed a resolution recommending
sbolition of five out of ten commissionerships in the United Provinees. Supporters of the
regolption ingiuding Mr, Chintamani argued that tax-payers ghould not pay for the bad
selection of District Offcers, which was the main ground stated for the appointment of

Commissioners in the Province, - 7

Sir Samuel O'Donnel pointed out that the appointments were necegsary for gﬂiment
cantrol over district administration which in the recent years had grown both in difficulty
and complexity, Farther, the Government of India nad definitely ruled ont the question
of abolition of a1l Commissionerships or of exact half, The Government was, however,
prepared to comsider if any particular post c.uld be reduced as it was hoped that the

recens tenancy legielation would reduce substantially the nomber of revenpe appeals.

Government Contribation (o the Benares Hindu University, ¢
The Council then adopted without division a recommendation to coniribute to the
Benares Hindn University a substantial grant-in-aid. The Education Becretary pointed
out that it was an All-India institution,
Rural Development Scheme,

On the 28TH JANTUARY, after the election of the representatives to three commitiees,
Mr, Govind Ballabh Pant, Swarajist, moved the first resolution, It was a rccom-
mendation to the Goyernment to prepare a scheme for promoting primary and vocational
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education, sanitation, agriculture, cottage industries, co-operation, m&a of communuica-
tion and medical relief in the rural areas and to allot & definite amount annually for
the above purposes for the next three years and to grant therefrom snbstantial additional
aid to District Boards,

The debate took an interesting turn when member after member from the Govern-
ment benehes enlightened the Council with the activities of their departments, Nearly
a1l heads of departments in the Transferred side spoks on the resolution,

Sir Sam O'Donnell, the Financs Member, obsarved that their revenues increased
very slowly, They were not suffering from lack of programme. He emphasised that
Co-ordination was necessary among the various nation-building departments, '?hey were
doing everything they could within their limited means. Unless and until the local

odies increased their rasoutces, the Government would be able to do little,
., After a full day’s discussion the original resolution was carried. The Government
did not challenge a division, -
Sir O, Walsh's Attack on the Judiciary,

On the 20TH JANUARY there was an unexpected development during question time
in the Council, Mr, C. Y. Chintamani drew the attention of the Government to tha
following sentence in the preface written by Sir Cecil Walsh, Acting Ohief Justice of
the High Coart to a law book published from Allahabad :—* I have been shocked by the
number of cases of deliberate rascality both in the provincial judicial service aud at the
bar.” Mr, Chintamani wanted to know if the Government had taken any steps to protect
the officers of the service and members of the bar from that vilification,

. The Nawab of Chattari, the Homs Member, replied that the quotation shonld bs
read in its context, It was followed by the following sentence :  There are black sheep
in every fold and there are rogues in every profession, They do not represent the bulk
nor does their conduct diseredit any one but themselves." That, the Home Member
pointed out, made it clear that Sir Cecil's attack was not of a general natare, The pre.
face to the book was not written in his official capacity. The Government, therefore,
BA&W no necessity to take any action,

There was a volley of supplemontary questions, Several members wanted to know
if the Government would ask Sir Cecil to expunge the sentence from the next edition
of the book and, failing that, if the Government would forward to-day's guestions and
angwers to Sir Cecil,

The Nawab of Chattari, in reply, said that the Government was not agreeable to adopt
either procedure, because in their opinion, there was no occasion for the Government
to take any notice of the matter,

An Adjournment Motion, \

This reply was followed by a fresh crop of supplementary questions with the result
that_ eventually Mr, Chintamani gave notice of a motion for adjournment of the House
to discuss the unsatisfactory nature of the Government's reply.

Lala Sitaram raled the motion in order and it was taken up for discussion at 4 in the
afternoon.

In moving the adjournment, Mr, Chintamani remarked that the Home member's
replies were deliberately provocative. What harm was there in Government agresing to
ask the author to expunge the sentence or at the worse to send the day's proceedings to
8ir Cecil Walsh, Was he to understand that Government shared Bir Ceecil's views in
Tegard to the provincial judicial service, Deliberate rascality was a serious charge
against Government servants and those ofMcers certainly looked up to Government tg
protect them from such ungenerous attacks, There were 264 officers in the provingial
Judicial service and during the last six years not more than six officers were com-
pulsorily made to resign on suspicion of having sold justice. Was that number shocki
or did the author imply that there were more snch corrupt men ‘stifl in service,
The santence was a deliberate affront to the entire service,

Mr. Ohintamani was sapported by several Swarajist and Nationaliat members who
wanted to know if the Government wounld have been equally impassive had snch an attack
been made against the Indian Civil Service,

Opposition to the Motion,

Messre, Habibullah, Magadul Hasan and soma other landholder members opposed the
motion for adjournment and said that the issue before the House was not the conduct of
Bir Ceoil Walsh in writing the preface, but the attituds of the Home member in replying
to certain questions, There was nothing to make a grievance of the Home member'a
replies and there was not much to find fanlt with Sir Cecil either, Bir Cegil's Iangnage

45



8§34 THE U, P, LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL (tucEROW

might have bLeen strong, but he had condemmnsd the black sheep alone and not the entire
Jjudicial service. It was the duty of the Government and also of the Council to protect
and shield good, honest and upright men and not all and sundry including black sheep.

Kunwar Jagdish Prasad, the Education Secretary, said that the inner import of the
sentence could not be judged without reference to the context, In another passage of the
same preface, Bir Cecil had praised the Indian system of promotion of judicial officers
from the lowest rank to the highest, That clearly indicated that he did mot hold
an ugly view of the entire subordinate judicial service, Had he shared that view, he
would never advoeate the system of promotion of such officers to highest offices of res-
ponsibility, Members who were loudly clamouring against the Government to-day for
not shielding their spbordinate officers had, on previous occasions, themselves stated in
Council that corruption was rampant among the subordinate officiale of the Government.
The Edoecation Secretary quoted the speeches of several members in previous debates to
sapport this statement, The Council then adjourned,

Budget Estimates for 1927-28.

On the 4TH MARCH after disposal of some minor business, the Hon'ble Sir Sam
O’Donnell, the Finance Member, presented the provincial budget for the year 1927-28,

According to the Finance Membei's statement revenue and receipts inclusive of the
opening balance in the budget year are expected to amount to Rs, 1,628 lakhs, whilst
disbursements are estimated at Rs, 1,557 lakhs. There is, thue, after allowing for balance
of Bs. 13 Iakhs in famine insurance funds, & deficit of Bs. 39 lakhs. This estimate is of
course independent of any remissions which the Government of Indis may make in
provincial contribution, As, however, the Government of India has proposed to make
8 recurring remiesion of Ba, 99 lakhs and non-recarring remirsion of Rs, 52 lakhs, there
is every hope that the deficit of Ba, 89 lakhs will not only be wiped out altogether, but
there will be 3 closing balance of Ra, 112 lakhs, If, however, the Assembly turns down
the proposal for remission, this Government would have fo borrow a sum sufficient to

cover deficit and to provide the closing balance,
Revised Estimates for 1926-27.

. The budget of 1926-27 as originally presented to the Council provided for revemue
amounnting to Rs, 1,290 lakhs snd receipts under debt heads amounting to Rs. 206 lakhs
making with the opening balance as then estimated total reccipts amounting te Rs, 1,575
lakbs, In expenditure side there was provision for expenditure amomnating to Rs. 1,288
lakhs under revenme heads and Rs, 256 lakhs, The revised fignres of 1926-27, however,
differ materially from budget figures. In the firs$ place, the opening balance of 1926-27
ig 26 and three-fourth lakhs less than was anticipated when the budget for 1926-27 was
prepared, Secondly, receipts during 1926-27 are better by Rs. 6 and half lakhs than
the estimate and thirdly, disbursements during 1926-27 are 28 and half lakbs more than
the estimates and in consequence the closing balance of 1926-27 originally estimated at
R, 65 and half lakhe has been reduced to Rs, 156 and three-fourth lakhs,

The revenpe for the year 1927-28 is cstimated at Rs, 1,291 lakhs and receipts under
debt heads at Be. 220 and three-fourth Iakhs, Together with the opening Lalance of
Es, 15 and three-fourth lakhs and total revenue and receipts for 1927-28 amount to nearly
Re, 1,528 lakhs, Obn expenditure side, provision has bsen made for expenditure of
Be, 1,294 and balf lakhs under reveuus heads and Re, 262 iakhs under debt heads, Ia
other words, the budget for 1927-28 as prescuted to-day is a deficit budget; but in ocase
the Government of India’s proposal for remission of provincial contribution is given effect
to there will not only be no deficit but & substautial ciosing balanes and the Government
will present in April supplementary estimatos aggregating Ba. 51 and half Iakhg, of which
10 Iskhs will be on account of reserved departments and Re, 41 and half lakhs for

transferred departments,
Provincial Debt Charges,

The Fioance Member next made a detailed reference to the debt pesiiion of the
province, Provincial debt charges were now nearly one-eight of the total provincial
expenditure, Af the Reforms the Government took over two large debts; first, the old
provineial loan acconnt which amounted to 296 and two-third lakhs and the second the
pre-reform irrigation debt of Rs, 1,219 and half lakhs, The latfer debt represented
capital cost of all canal systems in the province and is a type usnall? deseribed as
permanent, that is to say, repayable entirely at the option of the barrower, The provinoce
thps took over with the reforms a total debt of Re, 1,616 lakhe, Up to the year 1927-28
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inclusive it had incarred further debt to the extent of Rs, 1,200 lakhs making a total
of Rs, 2,716 lakhs, The total interest and other charges on these debts in 1927-28 are
Rs. 165 lakhs. :

In closing his statement Sir Sam whose term of office will conclude in the budget
year, made some observaticns by way of retrospect and forecast, During the last & years,
he gaid, the financial position of the province was never free from anxisty, Naver-
theless the period had not been one of stagnation, Since 1323 enrolment in primary
8chools had risen by about 20 per cent, In vernacular middle schools from 45,000 to
55,000, in secondary English schools from 52,000 to 62,000, in Intermediate Collegas
from 2,100 to 3,400 whilst the number of post-intermediate students had inecreased
from 2,200 to 8,300, There were now 98 technical institutions oader Industries Depart-
rent as against 37 in 1923 and the number of students was higher by nearly 83 per cent,
In the Agricultural Department notable progress bad been made in prodnction and dis-
tribution of seeds, demonstration processes and extension of private farms. A health
Bcheme had been introduced in 17 districts, Co-operative movements had received special
attention of late and a number of measures for improvement would ghortly be carried
out, Provincial roads were being reconstituted on modern lines and liberal grants had
been made to the local bodies for improvement of sanitation and water. works,

Voting on Budget Demands.

Ministers’ Salaries Voted,

On the 11TH MARCH the first of the budget demands, the one under the head
*® General Administration * amounting to Rs, 1,07,39,448, was presented in the Couneil,
As notice had been given of as many as nine motions for redoction of Ministers’ salaries,
there was a large attendance of members and the visitors’ gallery was packed. Debate
on the motion for omission of the demand in respect of Ministers’ salaries Jacked interest
and aa]a was observed in the course of the ruling from the chair it contained an element of
unreality, ?

Pandit Govind Ballabh PANT, Swarajist leader and mover, made it abundantly
clear that his motion had no dircet concern with the personality or policy of the present
Minjsters, His protest was against the present constitutional defects. He wanted to
end dyarchy in this province, He sincerely belicved that his country would be served
best by getting rid of all Ministers, Mr. Pant was supported by several Swarajists,

Rai Rajeswari BALI, Education Minister, in reply, expressed his gratitnde that
My, Pant's attack was constitutional and not personal, To Lave Ministera or not to have
them had become a historical problem in Indian politics, It had been discussed
threadbare and was responsible for the origin ef different political partics, The whole
Country was divided on it, It would serve no usefu!l purpose to reiterate the argu-
fuents either in favour of or sgainst dysrchy in this Council, He for ome wounld

glad to see the end of dyarchy. He and his colleagne as long as three years ago
hﬂd. expreseed the same view in their minute before the Muddiman Commiltes,
Indian opinfon was all in favour of provineial autonomy, The reason that he and his
colieagues continued to keep dyarehy living was that they did not believe in losing half
the loaf in search of the whole ome, Whatever defects dyarchy might bave, it had to.
be admitted that since the reforms came into belng there had been considerable advance
in the departments under the control of the Ministers in this provinee at least, The
Council had concrete proofs before them in the shape of reorganised uuiversities, popula-
rised district boards and in the progress made by the Departmenis of Industries and
Agriculture, He would like to know what Bengal and Central Provinces bad gained by
getting rid of their Ministers, Not much apparently, since they had now retraced their
steps and reconsidered their decision, '

After some forther debate the motion for omission of the provision for Minigters’
salaries was lost without a division, The House then adjourned,

Beduotion of Commissioners’ Posta,

On the 12TH MARCH the Government sustained several defeats when the Couneil
resumed and concluded voting of the demand under the head * General Administration, ®
The higgest cut effected was in respect of provision for the Commissioners' estahli'ehmnn't,
Mr. G, B, Pant, Bwarajist Leader, who proposed a reduction of Rs, 2 lakhg under thig
head, urged the sholition of all commissionerships or if that was not poesiblo at least &
considerable reduction in their number. The motion was opposed by two lawyer
members, Mr, Chowdhury Nismatullah and Mr, Masudul Hasan, on the groand tha{ it
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was impossible to do without the Commigsioners who had a number of functions to
rform in regard to rent and revenue suits, and also in regard to municipalities and
district boards administration,
Bir Sam O'Donnell, in opposing the motion, pointed out that a considerable reduc-
tion in number would result in the jurisdiction of the remaining Commiesioners hecoming
too large and too unwieldy. The motion for reduction was adopted by 42 votes against 30,

Secretarial Establishment,

Another substantial cut of Rs, 33,000 was also adopted by 50 votes against43_
on the motion of Mr, C, ¥, Chintamani in respect of the item concerning Secretariat
establishment, The mover and his supporters urged the abolition of appoinments in the
Department of the General Secretariat, -

Along with Mr, Hafiz Hidayat Hussain, Mr. Chintamani was also responsible for
a token cut in respect of the Secretariat demand. This cut was effected in order to
bring to the notice of the Government the desirability of having more Indians as
Secretaries and Depoty Becretaries and also of the abolition of the post of the Chief
Becretary.

Meeting Flace of the Council,

Mr, Pant, Swarajist lcader, moved for a nominal cut. to express the desire of the
House to have the Conncil meeting at Nainital, This motion was adopted without any
gerions opposition from any quarter. The total reduction effected by the Council in
regpect of the demand under the head * General Administration ”” amounts to Rs, 2,58,131,
The rest of the demand was voted,

Discussion on Police Demand.

On the 14TH MARCH, the business before the Council was voting on Police demand.
One of the passages to which objection was taken by the Council in the shape of a token
motion for reduction expressed the grievance that the High Court seildom awarded the
extreme penalty of law to persops found gmity of murder. In the course of the debate
the Inspector-General said that he bad no intention to attack the judiciary. He had
only expressed his honest opinion, He admitted that the expression was unhappy and
regretted haying used it, ir, Dodd expregsed his regret for another passage in the
annual report which run as follows :—“ And wild assertions of less responsible politicians
regarding C. 1. D. Factory of revolutionary crime was as baseless as they were stupid,”
Mr, Dodd denied that the passage bad any bearing on the Council discuesions, Ile was
gorry that it was liable to be so interpreted, Both those token cuts were withdrawn by the
Tespective movera at the suggestion of the President who hoped that in view of Mr,
Dodd’s replics, the matter should be allowed to drop.

Reduction of D. I, G’s Posts,

A token cub was adopted in spite of the Government oprosition with a view to
reduce one of the four posts of Deputy Inspectors-General in the United Provinces, A
motion for rednction of the O, I, D. demand by Bs, 25,000 was rejected by 48 votes to 36.

Protection to the Maharaja of Nabha,

Reference wag then made supporting the motion for a tcken cut under the bead
C, ), D, by Thaker Mapjit Biogh ihat the Mahaiaja Sabeb of Nabbs, mow a citizen
of Lebia Dup, eent a petiticn to the dietrict autlovities of Dchra Lun that he was
being sulijectid to a mystericus ewiveillance Ly certain vnknown perecns suspected
1o Le the agents of Lis cnumy, & weliknown prizce of the I'unjab, it is eaid Patiala,

The Hen'ble the Fiesicent :—Dges the Hon'ble Momber svggest who the pereons
shacowing Bis Bighuess actually are? Are jou referring to Patiala ?

Mr. Mapjit Singh:—1 only want to say that the pereons are suspected to be the
sgents of bis enemy. [ cannot, however, say who they actualiy are; They may even be

" @, 1, D, men of the Government for aught 1 know, _ .
e Thakor Mapjit Bingh then went in to eay that the life and honour of His

his wife, and children were in danger, He asked the district authorities to
El;g::inelt?;n :(cess’ary protection in his present condition of enfo:ceq helplessness but no
action bas g0 far been taken on the petition which has cauged a sengation throughout‘. t:ha
'country. Thakur Manjit Bingh said that it WAS the dnty_gf the head:of ;he.Polwo
Pepartment in the province 10 make adequate and suitable provision for the protection of
life and honour of His Highness, The Houge then adjourned,

i i i i 27-28
5TH MARCH discussion of the police demand in the budget for 1927.
WAR 21;,323 alnd concluded, The C. 1, D, came in for a considerable amount of criticism
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on a token motion for reduction, Several Bwarajist mem.bera,i}dvzsed the Govc_rnme.nt
to ask the C, I, D, to direct its attention to detection of crimes instead of wasting its
energies on shadowing political workers and Swarajist members of the ()c«tum:l.E b

Pundit G, B, Pant, Swarajist leader, referred to the arrest of a number o ongresg-
men in connection with the Kakori conspiracy case and their subsequent release with-
out trial, The Pandit wanted to know what steps the Government had taken sgaingt
C. 1. D, Officers who were responsible for those useless arrests, Another Swarajist mem-
ber wanted to know what steps the C, 1. D, had t~a:kcn to aprchend'perso.ns who were
said to be a menace to the life of the ex-Maharaja of Nabhxf and his family and abous
whom the Maharaja had made an application to the District Magistrato of Dehfa Dun,

Mr, R. J, Dodd, Inspector-General of Police, opposing the motion, assp_:ed the mem-
ber that nobody was being shadowed by the C. I, D _beca_use of his political views ;)r
activities, He challenged the member to bring specific instance of such activity on the
part of the C, I, D. to his notice. In regard to the ex-Maharaja of Nabha, there were no
reasons to believe that there was any danger whatseever to his life, The motion for reduction
of C. I, D, demand was rejccted by 42 votes to 39, All the motions for reduction of
Police demand except two minor ones which were accepted by the Council were one
after another rejected by the House by a large majority and most olten without
any division, There was an incident towards the close of to-day’s mecting when there
;ﬂs a walk-ont and subsequent walk-in by several members belonging to the Nationalist

arty,

¢ The Walk-out Episode,

Mr, C. Y, Chintamani, leader of the Nationalist Party, moved a token reduction and
expreesed his doubt if the province got 16 ammnas for every rupee spent on the Police
Force, A curions characteristic of the U, P, Police he said was to refuse mvest-lgauqn
in a large number of cases. In 1924 they refused investigation in 22,940 cases and in
1926 in 23,401 cases, The percentage of refusal was 206 and 20'2 respectively. The
corresponding figures for 1924 was Madras 2'4, Bombay 18, Punjab 3'4, Burma 43,
Behar 4:6 Assam 6 and C, P, 85°7. Again, in regard to recovery of stolen property U, P,
had an average of 11-7 while All-India average was 14 in the year 1924, { :

Mr., Mukandilal, Deputy President, whe was in the chair at this stage, remarked
that the House has enough figures and it was time the speaker stated the facts., Mr,
Chintamani replied he would only deal with the figures for once and leave the facts
to other members and he proceeded to deal with further statistics, Mr, Mukandilal inter-
vened again and remarked that the speaker had been quoting figures for the last 15
minutes and he would be allowed only 2 minutes to conclude his speech, There was a
presidential ruling fixing the time limit of 15 minutes for every speech, Mr. Chinta-
mani retorted that under no rules the President had any right to fix the time limit for
thie discussion, -

The Deputy President again ruled that he would allow only 2 minutes more,

Mr. Chintamani said:—As & protest against this unauthorised ruling of yours, I shall
stop my speech,

With these remarks Mr, Chintamani sat down and ghortly afterwards left the Chamber
followed by all Nationalist members, Later in the afterncon when Lala Sitaram, Presi-
dent, came back to the chair, the matter was brough to his notice, He regreited that
his f)ep'uty had misunderstood a ruling of his and had under a misapprehension stifled
the debate, The Chair, however, must be given some privilege and induigence and muat
Yeceive hearty co-operation from members. He boped the unhappy episode would now
end, Mr, Chintamani and his followers therenpon returned to the House bmt took no
part in the debate,

The Council then adjourned until the 22nd March,

Voting on Irrigation Demand,

After one week's respite the U, P, Council reastembled on the 22ND MARCH to vote
the budget demande, Attendance was poor and debates lacked both heat and interest,
Towards the close of the day’s meeting, Mr, Mukandilal, Deputy President, who at that
hour occonpied the chair, made a reference to the ¢pisode of the Nationalists exodug from
the Council on Tuesday last as a protest against his (Deputy President’s) ruling abont
Mr, Chintamani’s epeech and the time limit, Mr, Mukandilal made it clear that his
ruling wag based on a misunderstanding for which he was gorty and be assured the

House that he had not the slightest intention to stifle debate when he reminded My
Chintamani of the time limit, .

The demand under discussion on this day was under

the bead expenditure of irrizatio
works charged to revenus which amonnted to Bs, : B the

04,45,000, By 81 votes to 29 the
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motion for substantial reduction of the demand by Rs. 1 lakh was adopted by the Conneil
in respect of the item concerning establishment charges,
Discussion of the demand was yet in progress when the Council adjourned for the day.

Constitntional Issue Raised,

On the 23RD MARCH the Conncil concluded the discnesion of the irrigation demand,
Attendance of non-official members was poor, but there was some heat in to-day’s debate,
more particularly once when Mr, Chintamani raised a constitutional jesue whether or
ot irrigation ehou!d be a transferred pubject and placed under the control of the Minister
of Agricoltare in order to facilitate co-ordination of woik,

Sir Sam O’Donnell, Finance Member, expressed the view that the Provincial Council
was not the proper forum for the digcussion of a large constitutional issue, namely dis-
tribation of yarions subjccis between the reserved and transferred sides of the Government, -
The Indian constitntion was neither made nor amended by the Local Govéernment but by
Parlisment, The best place for such discussions was the Assembly in India and the
Houge of Commons elsewhere, Sir Sam’s statement led Pandit N, Gurtu to raige a

~ point of order,

Bai Babadur Lala Sitaram, President, doubted whelher a constitutional matter of
grave importance comld be raised in comnection with the budget demand in such a hasty
manner and be voted upon without sofficient discuseiop, It wasa matter of common
knowledge that India as a whole demanded provincial autonomy, in other words, transfer
of all departments to the control of Ministers, He wonld not say that a grave constitu-
tional matter conld not be discussed at all in connection with a particular demand ; but
such discnssion must be particularly restricted or else it would give rise to side-tracking
and constitntional diecnssion would recnr with intolerable frequency in connection with
each and every bndget demand.

Mr, Chintamani’s motion for a token reduction was carried without division,

Administration of Jails,

On the 24TH MARCH the Jail demand came up for discussion, The Nawab of Chattari,
Home Member, in moving for a grant of Rs, 34,18,040 under the head “ Jails and Convict
settlements’ briefly reviewed the administration of the department during the current
year. At the outset, he admitted that constructive criticisms in the Council on varions
oceasions were responsible for a number of reforms in jail administration, He was, there-
fore, grateful to non-official members and welcomed ‘their attacks, Revision of the Jail
Manuval which had been undertaken during the tenure of office of the Maharaja of
Mahomedabad was very nearly complete and wonld soon be published, Bundays were
now complete holidays in jails except for essential services and ten days holidays were
given for important religious festivals during the year, In 1925 arrangements were mads
to purchase grain on wholesale basis with the result that the quality of grain had
greatly improved. Oil mills of improved type had not been supplied and prisoners were
not made to work for more than 14 days at a stretch on oil mills unlees they volunteered
to do so, Rules bad been framed to provide special diet for prisoners to whom ordinary
diet was found unsnitable. Arrangcments had been made for better segregation of female
prisoners in selected jails and for increased number of female warders. The Government
bad aleo decided to open vocational school in 4ails to impart training in carpentry,
blacksmithy, weaving and dieing, There was also a proposal to build & new Central Jail
at Meerut, Health of prison popnlation was excellent, mortality rate being almost the
Jowest in India. |

Nearly 64 per cent of prisoners had gained in weight in 1926 whereas only about
% picr oenit;. bad lost in weight, The Government had a scheme for electrifying Agra and

aini Jail,

Nearly hundred motions for reduction of jail demand had been tabled, bat most of
the reductions proposed were of a token nature and were not presgsed, There was a
frolonged debate on the question of traneportation of Bhantns (eriminal tribe of Bohil-

hand district) to Andamans, A number of non-official members protested against the
present policy of transportation of Bhantus, but in the end motions for omission of the
item concerning transier of Bhantus to Andamans was negatived by 43 votea to 29,

-Reforming Criminal Tribes,

There was another interesting debate on the motion for token reduction where the
issue involved was that the task of reforming crimina! tribes mostly composed of depressed
class Hindus should be entrusted to Arya Ssmaj and other Hindua organisations and not
1o the Balvation Army., The motion was adopted without division,
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Discuselon on Jail Demand.

On the 26TH MARCH the Council concluded discossion of the Jail demand and
also voted the demand under the head Pablic Works and Oivil Works, Two token reduce
tions were adopted to-iay by the Council in respect of the Jail demand. On one motion
the issue involved was the appointment of a jail commigsion to enquire into the complaints
regarding diet and dress in prisons, The motion was adoped without division, Mr, Zahur
Ahmed, proposer of the other token reduction, wanted the Government to issue telegraphic
instructions to all jails in the province to the effect that Muslim prisoners observing

fagt should not be given hard labeur during the remaining twelve days of the Ramsan,
The Government reply was sympathetic but the Government refused to issue telegraphie
ingtructions,

The reduction motion was adopted by 53 votes against 25.

Public Works Demand,

The Public Works demand was voted in its entirety. The Nationalist mémbers
moved for reduction of the provision in respect of additions and alterations to the thres
Government houses at Lucknow, Allahabad and Nainital, but their rednction motion was
negatived by a large majority of votes and the demand voted ju fofo. In presenting the
demand for Public Works, Nawab Yusuf, Minister in charge, stated that in view of the
complexity and urgency of the problem of communieations and transport in the provinee,

the local Government had decided to continme their policy of road reconstruction on &
wide seale nt a total cost of about one crore and a half,

Education Minister’s Speech,

On the 26TH MARCH Sir Samuel O'Donnell, Finance Member, informed the houss
that the current meeting of the Council would terminate with the disposal of supplementary
estimates on the 2nd April and that the Council would meet next at Nainital.

Bir Bamuel was unable to give the exact date or duration of the Nainital meeting,
The principal bueiness before the Couneil to-day was voting of the education demand
Amounting to Ra, 17,2,04,46¢, Notice had been given of over 200 motions for token and

substantive reduetions against the demand ; but of them barely 40 were discussed to-day,
the consideration of

- 8 the rest bLeing postponed till Monday, Hitherto not a single reduc-
tion motion was acoepted by the House,

Rai Ba]eaway Bali, Minister of Eduncation, in presenting the demand reviewed the
progress of edacation in the province during the current year, At the outset he regreited
that thl_s year's demand under education did nob compare very favourably with that of
the previous year, The budget was framed in January when this Government was face
to face with a huge deficit, Allotment for mew items of expenditure in the budget for
all Transferred departments amounted in the aggregato to five lakhs of which half a

lakh was earmarked for the Education department. Half a lakh was a disappointing
figure, but if the rem

et 1sgion of coutribation promised by the Government of India
materialised Re, 20 lakhs more wounld be allotted to the Education department on 2nd April
when supplementary estimates would be presented. Figures of educational expenditure

in the U, P, since the reforms presented interesting readiog, In 1920 it stood at ome
¢rore and nine lakhs, In j

921 it went up to one crore and 654 lakhs, In 1992 it
dropped 10 one crore 82 lakhs, In 1923 it went up again to one crore 52 lakhs and one
crore 64 lakbs in 1924, Besides these amounts spent from the provincial excheqgner
there were also private end

owments and donations aggregating over one crore. These
figures, the Minister pointe

: d out, showed that since the reforms there uad been some
Cxpansion in regard to education at least,

University Education,

Beferripg to the criticism that there was growing expenditure on University education
tathe detfiment of primary education, the Minister agreed that primary edneation was

of firet importance, but at the spme time it conld not be ignored that University education
Played & great part in the development of the nation, It was eaid that Universities in
the U, P, had failed to

S grow jnto centres of oreative thought. To such ovities the
Mllmster would point opt the recent selection of Dr, M, N. Sbaha of Allshabad as a
Fellow of the Royal Society. An important event of the current year, the Miniater
Procceded, was the creation of the Agra University, This 5th University in the provinge
Was bound to open now spheres of edneational activity, Mr, K, P, Kichla, Deputy Direstor
of Educatiun, has been appointed gpocial officer to bring the Uaivemsity into existence se
that the fips examinations could be held in 1928, Referring to the policy of high
8oheol and intermediate education insugarated in 1931, the Minister said that it had come
'R £0r severe criticism, but the Government was decided npom giying it & fair trial hefope
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making any radical alterations, In his opinion all Ministers had to build up sound
traditions of administration in Transferred departments and they should work against
tapid changes of policy from one Minister by his successor and against excessive indi.
vidualism, Regarding the need of imparting physical training to the students, the
Government were tackling the question in two ways, one of which was the introdaction
of a new scheme of medical inspection as an experimental measure in cities,

Primary Education,

Ceming to primary education, the Minister said that it had been made compulsory
in altogether 26 municipalities. The committee which had been appointed to enquire
into the progress of primary education among Muslims and other backward communities
had lalely submitted its report which was under the consideration of the Government, In
concluding his speech, the Minister referred to the Marris College of Hindustani music
which has made good progress since it was started last year, The college filled an
obvious blank in the present education system, The idea of a picture gallery at Lucknow
still remained to be translated into action,

Voting of Education Demand,

On the 28TH MARCH the edncation demand of Rs. 1,79,04,464, less Re, 1 for which
amount a reduction motion was adopted was voted by the Council, The issue involved
in the token reduction was the question of grant to Benares and Aligrah universities
from the provineial exchequer, Non-official opinion was solidly in favour of substantial
grant to those two ijustitutions but Sir Samuel O'Donnell on behalf of the Government
stated that the two all-India universities were primarily the concern of the Govern-
ment of India and not of the provincial Government, This Government could provide
for granis to them only after it bad discharged its financial responsibilties to all provin.
cial snbjects, After a prolonged’debate the token motion was adopted without division,

A Heated Debate,

Thers was a heated debate on Pandit @&. B. Pant’s motion for substantial reduction in
the provision for Roorkee College of Engineering, Among other things, Pandit Paunt
urged reduction in and Indianisation of the personnel of the college staff,

Mr. C. Y. Chintamani, ex-Minister, supported the motion, This support was the
immediate cause of heat in the debate,

Kunwar Jagdish Prasad, Education Secretary, quoted some facts and figures and said
that Mr. OChintamani while in office did litle either to reduce the staff or to indianise
it, Once ouf of office he was eriticising his snccessor for not doing what he himself when
in power mever cared to do. The Educaiion Secretary in his turn was subjected to g
violent attack by Pandit Iqbal Narayan CGturtu for having taken up that particular line
of argument, Mr, Gurtu blamed the Education Becretary of foul play, lack of discipling
and judgment for his attack on his former chief, Mr, Chintamani, who could not pos-
gibly take any further part in the debate and was therefore debarred from the right of
reply, Mr, Gurton in connection wanted to kunow whether the Ministers after they
vacated the office shonld not be immune from ecriticisms of the 8 cretaries who had
worked under them.

Rai Rajeswar Bali, Minister of Eduction, was sorry that owing to some misnnders
standing between Mr. Chintamani and the Edneation Secretary some unpleasantness
had been created. Heat in the debate was not due to any difference of opinion in regard
to the question of policy, but solely dué to regrettable personal misunderstanding. He
earnestly hoped that the personal affair would be allowed to rest where it was and not
pursued futher,

The motion wag rejected by 52 votes against 42,

European Education,

Pandit G, B, Pant aleo eriticised the grant to European shools. He said that on
the basis of population Government spent mearly 100 times more on European education
than on the education of the people of the land.

Mr, A. H, Mackenzie pointed out that there was not a single European gchool main.
tained solely by the Governmenf, All European echools in the province were aided
institutions and the basis of aid was the same as in the case of Indian schopls, The
amount of grant was equal to and in the case of European schools was less than the
dmount raised from private sources, The endeavour of the European community as a
whole on bebalf of education was great, There were generons donations and algo
voluntgry work from missionaries, If the proportionate expenditure per head was
great it was bocauss of the smallness in the number of scholars in European-schools,
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The Government never showed any partiality to Enropean schools in the matter of grants.
in-aid, The motion was not voted upon when the guillotine was applied and the Council
adjourned,

Discuesion on Land Revenue,

On the 29TH MARCH the Council reassemhled to discuss the Land Revenue demand
amounting to He. 88,33,718, The ngenda contained uearly a hundred motions for
reduction of the demand but only seven of them could be disposed of to-day. The Housa
divided three times in the course of the 'day and on evary occasion the Government
sustained defeat, The worst defeat was in connection with the Swarajist motion for
omission of the item of Rs. 9,23,742 concerning survey and settlement, There was a
prolonged and animated debate on the motion, the issus being the withdrawal by
the Government of the Land Revenue Bill during its second reading at Nainital,
The Government policy was saverely critieised by & large number of non-official meambers,
The motion for omission of the item was eventually adopted by 64 votes bo 21,

All Demands Agreed To,

On the 30TH MARCH the Counncil concluded the voting on the budget demands, In
the couree of twelve days that were allotted for consideration of budget provision,
the Council managed to diccuss demands under seven out of thirty-two major
heads. Of them, five, namely, general administration, land revenue, irrigation, polica
and jails were in the reserved group and only two, namely, education and public works,
in the transferred group of subjects, All the undiscussed demands had ust however an

. €asy passage, When after the guillotine had been applied at 5 p.m, to-day they were
put from the chair there were vigorous attempts to vote some of them out altogether,
The first item that the Council would not readily agree to vote amounted to Rs, 18,26,800
and represented charges against the famine insurance fund, During the general dis-
cussion on the budget several members had protested against exploitation of the famine
ingurance fund for payment of irrigation interests, Apparently to record that protedt
very emphatically the Nationalist and Swarejist members shoited out “ No» when the
question was put in regard to this demand, The House divided on the question and the |
demand was eventuelly granted by 47 against 30 votes. The next attempt at total
Tefusal was directed against provision for pablic works and other outlay mot charged
to revenue, The grievance of the Opposition as voiced during the general discussion
was that Government should not utilise borrowed money either for construction of police
huildings or for reconstruction of rcads, The House divided when the question was
put and voted the demand by 44 votes against 31, Mr, B. G, Pant, Swarajist leader,
challenged the provision for expenditure in England and once again the House divided,
The demdnd was voted by 42 against 82, There was yet another division when the demand
ander the heal of account interest on debt was put before the Honse, In this instance,
too, thd Council agreed to grant provision, but voting was slightly different, figures
being 42 for and 88 against, The Counoil then adjonraed to meet again on the 2nd April,

Voting on Supplementary Grants,

On the 2ND APRIL the Council assembled to consider the demands for supplementary
grants for the year 1927.28, The budget as originally presented provided for a deficic
of nearly Rs. 40 lakis bat becanse of the remission of the provineisl contribution not
only has the deficit been completely wiped off but there is in fact a sarplus 'of over one
crore end twelve lakbs. Partially to utilise that surplus the Government presented
fo.day supplementary estimates aggregating nearly Rs, 52 lakhs of which nearly 42
lakhs are for transferred services and about Rs. 10 !akhs for reserved services, On the
transferred section education alone claims nearly Ra, 19 lakhs, agricolture about Rs, 7
lakhs, and industries a little over Rs, 2 lakhs, Notice had been received for as many as
615 motions Lo omit or reduce the amonnts of demands for supplementary grants, |

The Finance Member’s Statement.

Immediately after question time 8ir Bamuel 0'Donuell, Finance Member and Leader
of the House, made the follwing statement :

“We had hoped that supplementary estimates wonld be disposed of in a single day.,
Judging from our past experience that was a reasopable anticipation, Yesterday we
Ieceivi d motions for reduction and they total over five hundred. It is clear, {herefor
that our anticipations were mistaken. WFurther we have reason to believe that it will
be vary inconvenient to many members to return after the Id bolidays. Therefore, it
has bren decided that any supplementary estimates that we shall not finish to-day will

stand over till the next meeting of the council which will be beld in the month of June
in Nainital,

46
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H, E. The Governor's iessage,

The President next read out the following message from H, E. 8ir William Marris
to the Legislative Council :— :

% The Governor wishes to congratulate the members of the Legislative Council upon
the termination of the present budget session for' the consideration which it has given
to the public business of the province during a session whizh, owing to the inconvénient
occurrence of holidays, has involved greater demands than nsual upon the time of the
members, He is indebted to the Council for having provided the funds necessary to carry
on the adminigtration for the ensuing year aud to place the provincial finances upon a
satisfactory basis, For reasons stated by the Hon’ble the Finance Member it has been
decided that any sopplementary estimates which are not disposed of to-day shall stand
over till the next mesting of the couneil which 1t is the Governor's intention to sammon
in Nainital in Juane. The Governor hopes that by the next budget session it may bs
possible for the Council to mect in comparative ¢>mfort in the new Council Chamber.,
The Governor declares that the Legislative Council is hereby prorogued with effect from
the termination of this day’s session until such further date as may in due course be
annoonced”, ,

Depnty-President’s Salary,

Not much business could be transacted 'in to-day's meeting of the Council owing to
unnecessarily prolonged debates on motions of minor importance. This was duetoa
grievance among the Swarajist and Nationalist members at the allotment of a single
day for the consideration of the supplementary estimates totalling over half a crore,
An additional cause of grievance was that unlike as in previous years no days had
been fixed for non-official business during the budget session. After H, E. the Governor’s
message to the Council had been conveyed by the President, 8ir Samuel O'Donnell,
the Finance Member, presented the Bill to amend the U. P. Deputy-President's Salary
Act. The object of the Bill was to obtain the sanction of the Council for certain
concessions which might be made to him in respcet of travelling allowances for journeys
nndertaken by him with the previous approval of the Local Government, Mr. Chintamani
moved an amendment substitnting the word ¢ President” for * Local Government.”
The amendment was adopted and the Bill as amended was passed,

Spinning in Jails,

The Council next proceeded to digcuss supplementary estimates, The demand under
the head *Jails’ was first taken np, There were several attempts from Swarajist and
Nationalist benches to postpone the consideration of the supplementary estimates alto-
gether but the President ruled all such motions out and the House proceeded to discuss
the Jail demand, The supplementary estimate under this head was brought to make
provigion for the establishment of vocatioval schools in central jails for instruction in
handicrafts to suitable prisoners, A BSwarajist Member moved a token cut and wanted
to know what kind of vocational training was going to be given to prisoners, More than
twenty speeches followed in which various suggestions were made but the speakers
mogtly supported the scheme of the Government. The closure was at last applied by
b4 votes against 42, The Home Member replying said that the subjects to be taught to
the prisoners were weaving, dyeing, carpentry and blacksmithy, The Swarajists wanted
to add spinning to the list of subjects, The House divided on this gquestion with the
repnlt that Swarajists gained their point by 60 votes to 41,

Special Pay for Medical Officer,

Another motion for reduction of the jail demand was dismissed in the course of
the day. The item concerned in the motion rtelated to provision for special pay for a
medical officer who had specialized in the treatment of tuberculosis to be placed in
eharge of Sultanpur Jail where tnbercular prisoners were all segregated, The mover of
the reduction objected to tubercular prisoners being kept at Saltanpur Jail and vrged
that they should be sent to Bhowali or Almorah, Numerous speeches in support followed
the same line, The Hon. the Nawab of Chattari, Home Member, pointed out that the
provision in the budget was not for the establishment of & mew prison for tubercular
prieoners but to specially remunerate any medical officer who would be placed in charga
of the existing jail, If fands were available the Government wounld readily consider
the queetion of erecling a prison for guel convicts in some healthy spot in the hills ; but
that was not the issue before the House, The motion for reduction was eventually put
and rejected by 51 votes to 34 and the Cooncil was prorogued, The remaining demands
were taken op at Nainital in Jnne next, (For Proceedings See Vol. 1L.)

[Sells s ot
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The Punjab Legislative Council.

The third Reformed Punjab Legislative Council met on the 3RD JANUARY 1927
at the Council Chamber, Lahore, for swearing in of new elected and nominated members,
Of 98 members more than 90 took oath oue after the cther and it took them three-gquarters
of an hour to do so. No other business was transacted and the Council adjourned till
the next day when the election of the President took place. Khan Bahadur Choudhuri
Sahabuddin was declared duly elected President of the Council and Sardar Buta Singh
as its Deputy President, The Council then adjonrned sine die,

Three Ministers Appointed,

H. E. the Governor of the Punjab appointed the following as Ministers to ad-
minister the Transferred Departments in the Punjab :—Agriculture, Excise and Public
Works—8ardar Jogendra Singh; Education and Industriecs—Mr, Manoharlal ; Local Self-
Government, Medicine and Sanitation—Mr, Malik Ferozckhan Nun, :

In the last two Councils there were only two Ministers, but thbis time the Governor
appointed a third Minister, Thus all the three communities were represented in
the Ministry, the Sikh, the Hindn and the Muslim, BSardar Jogendra Singh was re-
appointed, and Mr, Manoharlal was appointed in place of Rai Sahib Chaudbri
Chhoturam, Education Minister, who was not re-appointed. The third portfolio was
created for a Muslim Minister and Malik Ferozekhan Nun was appointed to hold tha
charge of this portfolio.

There was a strong agitation amongst the Punjab Mussalmans and in the local Muslim
press during the last two weeks for the appointment of a Muslim Minister and this senti-
ment was voiced by the Muslim League at its recent session in Delhi. Mr., Malik
Ferozekhan 12 a young Barrister practisinpg in the Lahore High Court and had been
thrice elected to the Reformed Punjab Council, Mr. Manobarlal was a member of tha first
Reformed Pupjab Council when he was its Deputy President,

The Governor’s Opening Address,

The next meeting of the Couvncil took place on the 28TH FEBRUARY when His
Excellency the Governor of the Punjab addressed the members of the Council, His
Excellency, after welcoming the members, referred to the changes in the people’s minds
brought about by the Reforms scheme and the influence that the new Councils had exerted
on the public and the general conrs: of administration,

Explaining his motive in appointing a third Minister, he said that he had found in
the history of the Punjab Council many of the beginnings of genuine party spirit, but
definite formation on party lines bad constantly been obecured by the influence of other
isgues, at one time by the after resnlts of the non-co-operation or the Khilaiat move-
ment, at another by agitation among the Sikhs and so forth,

_Continuing His Excellency said : * It was becanse I felt that though there were
beginnings of party life in the CUouncil, the divisions had, nevertheless, not crystalised
finally on party lines that I took last December the course of adding a third! Minister to
the Punjab, I believed that in the present state of things when the Punjab was still
feeling its way to definite party system it would be a real advantage to have as early as
possible all the main elements represented in the Government.” Proceeding, the Governor
faid .—“My hope was to secure for the Punjab at so interesting and active a period of
of its development a Ministry constitnted on such basis that no important section comld
complain that its interests were likely to be disregarded .and lastly I hoped that by
widening somewhat the basis of administration I shonld make some contribution towards
the stilling of communal difference, at all events in the political sphere, The present
session will show how far I have correctly assumed that there exists in this Council a
genuine desire to unite in promoting ordered and harmonious progress in the provinee,
& desire strong enovgh to induce various sections to abate something of their mutuai
differences in order to secure the greater good of the whole, It is no mean ideal, yet it
18 not one which in truth asks of any man to maks an unreasonable sacrifice.

Beferring to other problems of administration, the Governor said in respect of
crime the province was returning to the normal, but communal differences were still
being deliberately exploited and fomented, There secmed to be one clear feature of the
present pituation, Communal feeling nowhere reached a real state of tension and nowhere
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manifested itgelf in any dangerous form unless there had been keen activity in the com-
munal press or on those disreputable platforms where this form of excitement was
purveyed to the public. * 1t is a distreesing feature of affairs to-day” said the Governor,
“that ordinary men of each community were not-allowed to live at peace and find their
own adjustments, Mischicf comes from above and not from below, [ cannot judge of
the truth of the rebuke sometimes brought against the Punjab tbat it supports the worst
communal press in India; but I should pity any other province which could show so
many examples of indecent virulence, Of all infernos which the imagination of mankind
hag painted, surely the deepest and the most dreadful hell must be reserved for those
whose only claim to consideration on the day of judgment will lie in the plea that they
have damned the faith of others, We have warned and we have prosecuted ; we have
made direct attempts at conciliation; but this is a matter in which ons well directed
movement of public opinion would far ocutweigh any effort which the Government can
make or any effect which it can produce. Inall sincerity, 1 ask for the assistance here
of members of this Council and for the exercise of the iofluence which they comma .d

~ outside its walls”,

In conclusion His Excellency hoped the members of the Council will realise that
the life of the Council had reached one. of those critical stages which in ancient medicineg
wonld have becn called climacteric; for it is the work of this Council which would come
under the direct observation and view of the Statatory Commission,

No-confidence Motion,

Dr. Mahomed Alam, Leader of the Nationalist Party, then roved a resolution express-
ing want of confidence in the three Ministers in charge of the Transferred departments
of the Panjab Government, Before the mover had made his gpeech and the motion was
discussed in the House, the President requested the members who weie in favour of leave
being granted tc stand in their places. As less {kan 30 members stood aup in favour
of the motion, leave was not granted to discuss the reeolution, Only 24 members supported
the discussion of the motion and the announcement by the President that lcave had
not been granted by the Council was received amidst cheers of Ministerialists,

The Budget for 1927-28.

Sir Geoffrey De Montmorency, Finance Member, then presented the budget estimates
of the Punjab for the year 1927-28, When Bir Geoffrey concluded his speech he was
greeted with cheers from ail sides of the House,

According to budget estimates the balance of all accounts at the close of 1927-28 is
expected to be Be. 43 lakbs. Rs, 1,178 lakhe of ordinary revenue expendilure and Rs, 252
Jakbs of capital experditure will be met during the year, Ordinary revenne account and
spsurance fund accounts will show plus balances of Rs. 21 and 41 lakhs regpectively at
the close of the year, Latter balance includes the appropriation of Re. 156 lakbs out of
revenus to the revenue reserve fund which will stand at Rs, 26 lakbs on 1st April 1927,

Receipts,

In ordinary revenue account receipts arc estimated at Rs, 1,113 lakhs or 36 lakhs
(665 than the original estimatcs of 1926-27, Decreage is due to the remission of Rs, 17
lakbs in taxation apnoonced in Juge last, an increase of Rs, 14 and half lakhs in irriga-
tiop, working charges and a fall under excise of Rs, 4 and half lakhs, Allowance bas
also been made lor expected comtiaction in the area under cotion on account of fall in
jrices, Oidinary revenue empenditure is estimated to be Rs, 1,173 lakbs or Rs, 10 lakhs
io excess of modified grant of the present year, Chief increages are Re. b and half lakhs
under Civil administration, Be, 7 lakhs in beneficent departments and 12 lakhs in P. W, D.
Bubstantinl portion of increase is to be devoled to improvements in the administration
of jails, agriculture, education, industrics, proviucialieation of hospitals and com-
munications.

Expenditure,

Stcady progiess in the development of nation-building activities generally is provided
for under capital expenditure, The main objects of estimated ezpenditure of RS, 262
lakks are Hydro-electric Scheme, Butlej valley irrigation project and communications in
Nili Bar, It i boped to finance the yeai’s programme mainly from the proceeds of the
paet aud {uture sales of Government jands though ordinary revenue account ghows A
balauce at the close of the year, The 1ate of increase in expenditure bas recently been
greater than the rate of inerense in income,

In presenting the budget, the Finance Member pointed out that thongh irrigation
scheme promiged sure additions to the permanent revenne within a few years, yet mean-
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while prudence demanded that the growth- of spending activity shall not ontrun the

limits set by the 1ate at which resources expand, No remissions of taxstion are proposed

for the purpose of financing the capital projects. A small loan of about Rs, 30 lakhs

may have to be taken from the Government of India towards the close of the year 1927-28,
The Council then adjourned till the 5th March. Lo

Voting on Budget Demands,

Provision For Beggars,

On the 5th and 6th March the Council devoted its whole time to the discussion
of the Budget, Voting on Budget demands comenced on the 8TH MARCH when the
Goveroment's demands for grants came up for discassion and the first thirteen demanda
from demand No, 82 to demand No, 20 were voted without any discussion. Demand
No, 19 moved by the IFinance Member in respect of miscellaneous departments {reserved)
Taised a short discussion owing to amendment moved by Mr, Chaudhvi Afzal Haq
lor a cut of one rupee with respect to item of Rs, 6,000, the total donation for charit-
able purpose to discuss the policy of Government regarding provision made for beggars,
PUOF vagrants, indigent and old persons, The amendment was supported by a large
namber of non-official members, all of whom urged the Goverament to open poor hounses
and make some provision for Indian beggars, vagrants and old persons and introduee
Bome sort of legislation to stop beggary in public streets, The Finance Member who
Cxpressed sympathy with the mover of the amendment said that the matter was primarily
for local bodies to deal with and Government did not lika to force on local bodies
measures which they were not prepared to undertake, The mover, however, pressed his
amendment to vote which was carricd and which amounnted to & vote of censure on
Government, The demand was then passed with this nominal cut.

Development of Industries,

The next demand No, 18 moved by Mr, Manoharlal, Education and Industries
Minister, for a grant of Rs, 1,00,31,000 in respect of industries (revenue and capital)
evoked a likely and animated debate and after a minor amendment had been moved p
Mr, Chaudhuri Afzal Haq and withdrawn, discussien continued for more than one hour
on the motion in which members from all sides of the House took part. All non-offiial
members strongly criticised the small amount provided for industries and attacked
Government for their apathy towards promotion and development of industries in the
Punjab, TIala Dhanpatrai (Industries constituency representative) characterised the action
of the Government in appointing 8 Development Board without sufficient Provisien of
moncy a8 a farce, Sheikh Mahomed Sadiq and Sardar Ujjal Singh suggested to the
Government to start factories which would provide work for the unemployed, Lals
Bodhiaj (Bwarajist) urged for total rejection of the demand so that the FiuanceD:part.
ment might provide more money for the development of industries next time, Raja
Naiendranath and Dr. Gokalchand Narang while deprecating the small amount provided
for industries by the Finance Member asked the House nos to throw out the demand but
accept whatever they had got, and fight for more, Dr, Goka!chand said that Ministers had
no hand iu framing the budget and, therefore, they should not be punished for the fauit
of the Finance Department, He urged the homse to ieject the demands in respeet ot
land fevenue, etamps and general administration etc,, when those demands would - coma
up for vote so that the Government might note their feeling in the matter, bat he asked
the House not to reject totally the industries demand, The motion being put to vote
was declared by the President, hut oppositionists claiming division votes were taken and

the total demand was passed by 47 votes against 22 amidst cheers of Ministerialists, The
Council then adjonrned, -

Government’s Co-operative Policy Criticised,

On the 9TH MARCH the Council devoted full four hours {o the discussion and
voting. on Government demands for grants and after prolonged debates passed ouly
two more demands No. 17 and 18 in respect of mgriculiure and medical and public
health without any cat, thoogh some members strongly eriticised the working of the
Co-uperative socictics in the Punjab and pointed out to the Mibister of Agriculture that thig
€xcellent movement was unfortunately manned by one clasa of people alone and was
confined only to agriculturists, Medical and Public Health depariment also came in for
& good deal of oriticism at the hands of the members' who urged for more adequate
Provision for dealing with epidemics and malaria, further promotion of vedic and unani
yelems 0f medicine and orcation of more hospitals for villages, Lala Bodhraj drew the
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attention of the Government to corruption in the Medical department and suggeated the
sppointment of a committee to enquire into the matter, Chaudhari Dulichand urged for
better protection of rural interests and suggested that only agriculturist doctors should
be appointed in rural hospital and dispensaries, This suggestion evoked strong resent-
ment from urban members who said no question of rural and urban should arise in the
matter of medical treatment, Dr, Gopichand, speaking as a medical practitioner, requested
the Minister of Public Hoalth not' to bring in the question of agriculturist or non-
agriculturist in the Medical College and medical treatment and condemned the spirit of
communalism which ruial members were trying to introduce even in the medical profession,

The debate having taken a communal turp, the President had to intervene, He
regretted that on every subject the Indian members brought in the question of rural and
arban interests which be thonght was very vnfortunate and he informed the House thai
in future he wonld not allow such discussion and hoped the members would not compel
bim to exercise his right in disallowing communa! discuesions unless they were meant for
a particular and specific purpose.

Education Grant,

The demsnd No. 15 for a grant of Rs, 1,44,05,000 in respect of education (transferred)
was moved by Mr. Manobarlal, Minister of Education, Chaundhuri Afzal had moved an
amendment for & cut of one rupee with respect to the item of Rs, 69,91,370 for primary
education to discuss the Government’s policy regarding compulsory primary eduncation
and the mover had not concluded his speech when the Council adjourned,

Representation in the Services.

On the 11TH MARCH Mr, Chaudhuri Afzal Haq resumed his epeech on the amend-
ment moved by Mr, Chaudhuri Jafarullah Khan yesterday proposing a cut of Re. 1
from the total grant of Police to diccuss the Provinecial Police Committec’s report,
The speaker was quoting extracts from the report when the President asked members
whether all of them have been supplied with a copy of the report, As all members
did mot possess a copy of the reporf, the President asked the Finance Member whether
the Government could supply copies to members and as cupics were not available at
the amount, the President stopped discussion on the amendment and he put the demand
ander Police to vote which was declared lost. The Finance Member claiming division,
the motion was declared carried by 38 to 10 votes,

The next demand under jails and convict sett’ements wae then voted without much
discussion after the amendment moved by Mr, Afzal Hag to suggest improvements in the
department had been lost. )

General Administration Demand,

The Finance Member then moved the demand under adwipistration of justice, Rai
Saheb Chaudhuri Chotu Ram moved two amendments for a cut of one rupee to draw
attention to pancity of agriculturists in the ranks of public prosecutors and in civil
judicial service, Both amendments, were withdrawn after a lengtby and lively debato
which again took a communal turn and there were several requests to the President by
Dr, Go];alcha.nd Narang to disallow ail communal discussions in the House according to
his ruling given two day ago., The mover of the amendment made it a matter of great
grievance that agriculturists in the Punjab who formed eighty per cent of the population
and who contributed to Government major portiop of the revenue and who gave their
lives for the sake of the King and couniry during the War did not receive their dueand
proper share in civil jodicisl service and hoped that, when the future appointments are
made by the High Court and other subordinate courts, special preference would be given
to the claims of agriculturists, :

Hindn non-official members, who opposed the amendment, pointed out that agri-
cultaiists as such without proper gualifications could not claim preference in public
services, and the mover of the amendment, in the guise of demanding preference for
agricultuiista, was really advocating the cause of Mussalmans of the province who also
formed & majority of the population,

The official point of view was explained by Mr. Craik, Secretary, who said he was
the only member of the House who was a member of the Committee which led up to the
resolution of 1919 referred to by the mover of the amendment, He thought no member
could sceuse hiu of lack of sympathy with Zamindars (agricolturists), H aesured the
House that it was always the practice of the Government when selecting recruita to
various branches of public service to scrutinise their records, tbeir educational qualificas
tions with most anxzious care and it was the desire of the Government to see that landed
elagses secnred adequate representation in public services and in regard to mnesrly all
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services, Definite proportions have been laid down by the Government and they were
getting year by year increasing the number of recruits to various branchas of publis
service from Zamindars, They should not ignore that there were other classes who at
present led the way in education and intellectual attainments,

Proceeding, Mr, Craik gaid it was not fair to keep ont men of outstanding educational
merits merely because they did not belong to certain fribe and in thesa days of higher
standard of qualifications for publiec services, it was not fair to take a Zamindar with
inferjor education merely hecause he was a Zamindar. Subject to these reservations,
the Government was faithfully endeavouring to follow and give effect to the policy laid
down in 1919. The Government admitted that progress made in the last few years had
not been so rapid as they as well as the mover-of the amendment would have liked, bat
the Finance Member had given an undertaking that the matter would be taken up
in consultation with the High Court and in view of the undertaking, he hoped the mover
would not press the amendment.

Shaikh Fajz Mahomed referred to the paucity of Mahomedan Judges in the High
Court since 1919 and was discussing the question of the resignation of Sheikh Abdul
Quadir, an ex-Judge of the Lahore High Court, and was mentioning that it was due to
difference between Sir Shadilal Lal, Chief Juatice and Sheikh Abdul Quadir that the
latter wag forced to resign his judgeship when 8ir Geoffrey de Montmorency rose to a point
of order and asked the President’s ruling whether the member could discuss the conduct of
& Judge of the High Court in the Couucil. After short discussion on the standing order
on the point, the President said if the Member referred to any Judge even in his admin-
istrative capacity and meant to reficct upom him he ought to withdraw his remark,
Qnoting Parliamentary practice on the subject, ha said no reflations or disrespectful
mention of any kind should be made in respect of any Judge of any High Court and no
member shoald {ntroduce the personality of any Judge of any High Court or even of
suobordinate courts in discussion on the floor of the House. Only administrative actions of
collective body of the High Court, if absolutely necessary, might be introduced and it
possible references to that also might be avoided. Bheik Faiz Mahomed withdrew hia’
remarks and references to Sir Shadilal and Judges of the High Court and apologised to
the House for making any such reference, :

The Demand under administration of justice was then put and carried,

Transferred Department Demand, )

Sardar Jogendra Singh then moved®demand under General Administration (transfere
red), There were ten amendments for culs by non-official members under this demand
to reduce salary of Ministers, to discuss the arbitrary manner of appointment of Ministers
and to discuss unconstitational acceptance of Ministership. The President ruled ount
four of these amendments remarking that under Parliamenfary practice the members
conld not discuss the action of the Governor about the selection of a Minister., Before

other amendments urging reduction of Minister’s salary could be moved, the Couneil
adjourned,

Debate on Ministers' Salaries.

On the 14TH MARCH the public galleries were crowded when the Coupeil reassem-
bled and resumed discussion on the Government's demand for grant relating to General
Adminigtration (transferred), - -

Dr. 8haik Mahomed Alam moved that the grant be reduced by Ra 72,000 with
respect to the item of Bs. 1,80,000, the tntal pay of officers urging a reduction in the
salary of the Ministers from Re, 5,000 to Re, 3,000 each per mensem. In the course of
a lengthy speech in Urdu, Dr. Alam said if the Ministers agreed to take a reduesd salary
they would be more honoured by the elected eolement of the Hotse than would be the
cage if they continued to draw Rs, 5,000 a month, The financial condition of the provinge
did not allow the provision of such a big sum for the salary of the Ministers. Oat of
the reduction proposed, a considerable amount could be spent on charitirs and other
needs of the province, Ha could not understand why a sum of Rs. 16,000 instead of
Rs, 10,000 was being asked from the House when nothing extraordinary has happened to

€ provines and no new departments have been created for the Ministers. 1f the House
fanctioned an additional sum of Rs, 5,000 to-day for the Third Minister, they would be
asked gome timo later to provide for four, five and ten more Ministers, Ou principle he
objected that the hest of their mambers should be taken away from the treasury benches
on fﬂlt Balaries from elected seats where they could be of use and service to the conntry
and the people,
& Ra:z-ula. Hansraj supported the amendment and reminded the House that when
ciscussing (ke budget he had appealed to the Ministers to volyntarilly take a less salary
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than Rs, 5,000 as bas been done by the late Sir Surendravath Banerjee and soms other
ministers in other provinces in India; but he was sorry to find that it had produced no
effect on their Ministers., He could not understand why the Ministers should take a
higher salary than the High Court Judges who were drawing Rs. 4,000 per meusem and
hoped they would not care more for money than for sarviee of the conntry.

8ir Gecffrey D: Montmorency, Finance Member, explainiog the reasons of the
provision of salaries of the ministers as it stood in the budget, said in the Panjab the
maximum salary had been fixed by the statute at Rs. 6,000 and that once the Legislative
Council had voted a smaller salary for the Binister that salary could not be raisad,
Moreover, he thought it would be very undesirable and invidious that a Minister shonld
receive & smaller salary than a member of the Executive Council. It would at once
give rise to the impreesion that the charge of the transferred departments wag less
important than the reserved departments, In the Punjab, a greater part of the new
money went to the transferred departments which were rapidly expanding, It waa on
these departments that interested criticism and suggestions, both inside aud outside the
Council, took place, It would, therefore, seem undesirable to take any step which shounld
Lelittle the grave importance of the bzneficent and nation-buildiog departmients,

Continuning, the Finance Member said if a smaller salary was voted for the Ministers
men of good stamp would hesitate to accept the posts and he thought everybody recog-
nised that men of god stamp were required to take charge of these very important
depariments, Looking back at the history of the Council, they found that the classes
of pereons from which their Ministers had been drawn were pergons interested in commerce
and industry owning and managing laige estates and engaged in the lcgal profcssion,
To all these three classes of persons, the Ministry involved severing of personal todch and
direction and loss for three years in those sources which they would bave been otherwise
pergonally managing, Poople of good stamp in a good many cases may be pabriots,
Nevertheless, they bad duties towards their dependents and families and they eiuld not
seriously afford to jeopardise those interesis by neglecting their business and occupying
themselves in public duties unless a fitting remuneration was paid for those public duties,
The result of lowering the salary might be that for A-1 Class of men they would get
C.-8 Claes of men, Morecver, even in days of financial stringency they did not suggest
reduction of ealary of the Ministers and the Finance Member thought that in these days of
comparative afflucnce, there scemed far less reasons, indeed hardly any reasons, to take
the step of veducing the salarics of the Ministers,

After 3 hours’ animated debate {he amendment was put to the House and rejected,
the supporters not claiming a division, The demand under General Administration (trans.
ferred) was then put and carried, The Council then adjonrned,

Exemption of Sword from Arms Acé,

" On the 15TH MARCH thiee more demands were voted in the Conncil without
much discussion and proceedicgs were more or less dull compared to yesterday's animated
debate. The demand onder General Administration (reserved) was voted with a nominal
cut of one rupee which was proposed by Chandhuri Afzal Haq to raise a discussion for
the exemption of the sword from.the operation of the Arms Act and carried iuspite of
official opposition,

8ir Fazli Haussain, speaking on the motion on behalf of the Government, informed
the House that the sword had been exempted from the operations of the Arms Act for
certain class of persons in the I'unjab, namely, those whbo paid incomelax or certain
amount of land revenue and title-lolders ete,, and that the Government of India had
been pleased to accept the recommendations of the Punjab Government on the resolution
moved and adepted by the Honse some years ago ; but the Government could not exempt
the sword for all persons on account of unfortanate communal tebsion in the province
and riots that broke out after the resolution on the subject was adopted in the House
in 1924.

The Bhakra Dam Scheme,

Five motiouns for cmts were moved by varions non-official members to reduce the
grant ander irrigation two of which were withdrawn, two ruled out of order by the
President and one was rejected by 27 to 24 votes and the total demand was voted after
@ short discursion, Bpeaking on the ameadment moved by Mr. Chaudbri Chhotu Ram
proposing a token cat to protest against the delay in pushing forward the Bhakia Dam
soheme and that projeet, Mr, Smith, Chief Engineer, informed the House the reason why
the Bhakra Dam scheme was delayed. He said that in the opinion of expertg no suitable
gite for the dam was available which could benefit the districts of Rohtak and Hissar
where distrese owing to scarcity of water was acute and they could not bgild the
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scheme on something that would eventually fail and bs a source of great danger to the
districts and before spending the taxpayers’ money they wanted to be sure that they
were going to build on something certain and which would bs a benefit to the agrienl-
torists of the districts. Speaking about the project Sir Fagli Husgain, Revenue
Member, informed the House that they were waiting for the decision of the Government
of India and the sanction of the Secretary of State on the scheme submitted Ly
them and that the Government did not show any lack of sympathy in the matter which
was etill being examined by experts,

The Conncil was discussing the demund under registration when it adjourned.

Debate on Excise Policy.

On the 16TH MARCH farther demands for grants were discussed and voted. The
demands under registration, forests, and stamps were voted without any ¢€ats and
much discussion but the demand under excise created considerable excitement and
Wwas mnot carried until division was called, The token cut praposed by Rai Sahib
Chaudhri Choturam to denounce the present system of recruitment in the Hxeise
Department which, according tn him, resulted in very poor repregentation of Zamindars,
particularly Hindu Zamindars, was eventually withdrawn by the mover after an assarance
had been given by the Minister for Agriculture that everything possible is being done
for proper representation of Zamindars in the department,

Sardar Narain Singh then moved another token cut to discusa the excise policy of
the Government and, in his speech, asked the Government to reach the goal of their
policy, namely, total prohibition without delay even at the sacrifice of revenue. The
amendment was warmly sapported by a large number of non-official members ali of whom
urged the minimam consumption of liguor to be brought to zero and save the paople
from the drink evil. Those who opposed the amendment said it was excessive drinking
which was a vice and total prehibition would never be a success and would result in
increase of illicit distillation. '

Sardar Jogendra Singh, Minister for Agriculture, expressed his sincere sympathy,
Wwith tha object of the mover and welcomed all suggestions which would prevent drinking
in the provinges, High duties on liguors, he told, had been proposed by the Gov-
eroment to prevent escessive drinking and not to get high income, He pleaded f T
co-operation fully with the Government in eradicating the drink evil aund illicit distilla-
tion, After assurancss from the Minister, the mover wanted to withdraw his amendmant
but leave to withdraw was r fused by the Coaucil and the motion reducing the demand
under excise by one rupee was put to the House and was carried by 37 to 24 votes, '

The Council was discussing the demand under land revenue when it adjourned,

Remission Of Tax On Well-irrigated Lands,

Oa the 17TH MARCH discussion and voling on the Governmeut's demands for
grauts were considered in the Cuncil, Of $2 demands 31 had been disposed of up to
yesterday evening aad only the last demand under land revenue was discossed to-day
and voted after the amendment moved by Rai Bahib Chaudhri Chhoturam proposing a
eut 9f one rupee urging the Government to remit taxes on well-irrigated lands had been
carried by 30 to 26 votes, Altogether six amendments proposing cufs under this de-
mand were moved three of svhich were withdrawn, one raled out of order and one was not
moved at the request of the Revenuo Member and the last one was carried reducing the
grant to ropee ove despite Government opposition,

On the total Government's demands for grauts only four cuts in the form of token
culs were carried by the Council and the rest of the demands were voted in full, Four
token cuts that were effected related to the demand ander Education {Transferred)
General Admivistration (Reserved,) Excises and Land Revenue, The House then adjourned,

Release of Sikh Prisoners.

On the 21ST MARCH after 4 hours' lively debate the Council carcied @ mon-
official resolution moved by Bardar Kundan Singh recommending to the Government to
forthwith release Sardar Kharak Singh, President, Central Board and all other Gurdwara
prisoners, The Government did not claim a division, The resolution was Warmly sup-
ported by tho non-officials of all patties and appeals were made to the Government (o
cloge the ehapter of the 8ikh straggle for Gurdwara reform by showing magnanimity and
releasing the Gardwara prisoners cspecially when tha Gurdwara Act was passed and the
Gurdwara disputes were being disposed of by the Gurdwara tribunal, thus showing that
the Sikhs had given up direct action and had taken recounrse to constitutional maihods
and ordinary law of the lang

47
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The Finance Member’s Statement,

Bpeaking on the resolution regarding the release of the Sikh Gruardwara prisoners,
8ir Geoffrey de Montmorency, Finance Member, eaid that he was fully aware how
genuinely the sympathies of the Sikhs were engaged in the resolution and the Government
knew full well the importance they attached to it, While sympathising with individual
cases, no one could set aside the fact that the acts of these persona individoally and in
mass had certain more serious aspects, They were all apostles of direct action, Offences
under the Civil law, which governed the tights of their fellow citizens have been eom-
mitted by them, in addition to causing grave disturbances to public tranquillity, They
have actually committed offences against persons and property involving in some cases
violence in varying degrees, It was the earnest desire of the Government to ensura the
working of the Gurdwara Act, to compose trouhles and take all such measures as would
remove rancour, The offer of the condition by the Government to the prisoners was
maade in a fair and just spirit and did not involve expression of regret by the prisoners
for what bhad been done, It merely constitated a fair and just invitation to those who
had been convicted to abandon direct action in fature and to adopt those provisions of
the law which had been passed by the Sikh community approved by other communities
and even passed into law by this legislature, Those who did mot elect to take advantage
of the offer indicated that they had elected to pursue the old and bad way of direct
action, They would no doubt like to emerge as martyre in a canse and as persons of
different calibre to those who had accepted the offer. Experience had shown them that
general amnesties did not always have beneficial resulis as was supposed they would
have, This was specially the case with the Sikhs. The release of Sikh prisoners in
1322 did not bring peace. Similar action in 1923 after the Guru-ka-bagh affair did
not bring immediate improved relations, He admitted that the prestige of the Gov-
ermment would in no way suffer. Nevertheless, the question was whether this act of
kindness in the gereral interests of the public was geing to be an act of wise adminis-
tration, In the present case they were dealing with men who still were unrepentant
and who had & predilection for applying the doctrine of direct action and force as the
sole solution of questions of civil rights, No Government wonld be justified in taking
an easy-going view of such predilections or any glossing over euch predilections by
amnesties. - The Government could not afford to be thought as ready lightly to condone
breaches of the law which bioke the civil rights of citizens, HKven if the Government,
in epite of thess weighty considerations, bad been inclined at the beginning of this
year to consider this as a very special case, did they reccive any encouragemént io any
Bikh quarter to do eo? asked the Finance Member, Recent unbridied gpeeches and
Tormation of jathas were signs that those unrepentant persons in favour of direct action
would, if they emerged from 1ail, unfortunately still find elements among the Sikhs
prepared to fall in with their views, For this reason, said the Finance Member, the
Government must oppose the main object of the resolution, But so far as Sarder
Kharak Singh personally was concerned, he said he had finighed serving out his sentence
of substantive imprisonment of 4 years in April last and was now serving sentenceg in
continuation of the sentences under the Prisons Act which will expire about December
nexf. He was sentenced three times for offenices wnder the Prigsons Act and has now
gervea out the first of these sentences and was serving the second. The Governor in
Couneil has decided to release bim on the expiry of his sccond sentence and to remit
his third eentence, He will accordingly be released about the beginning of June next,

Non-official Resolations,

On the 22ND MARCH four non-official resolutions were discussed in the Couneil,
two of which were withdrawn, one was carried and the last was talked out, When
the Counecil reassembled, discussion continued on Chaudhri Afzal Hag’s resolution
recommending to the Government to take necessary steps to stop the institution of
Honorary Magistrates within the period of the next thres years, The resolution did not
receive the full sapport of the House and thoogh supported by & number of membere,
was strongly opposed by & majority who defended the institation of Honorary-Magistrates
and said that they were doing a good deal of public service and should not be abolished,

Bir Qeoffrey De Montmorency, speaking on bsbalf of the (Government, said that
abolition of this honorary agency which existed in the most democratic countries and
waB doing useful work, specially in emall towns, wounld cost the Provines about Rs, 9
and one-fourth lakhs, The Government was of opinion that the agency should be con-
tinned and mew rules and instructions would be strictly enforced in fature while making
appeintments. If at any fature time strong, impartizl, and Lonest Panchayats came into
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being, the Government would re-examine the matter and might dispense with some of
the Honorary Magistrates. The resolulion was withdrawn,

The next resolution which was also moved by Chaudbri Afzal Haq recommended
to the Government to take necesgary steps to accommodate in the Punjab jails all political
prisoners of this province including martial law prisoners who are serving their terms
of imprisonment in the jails of other provinces, The resolution which was sup-
ported by a number of Sikh members did not excite any lively debate and the Finance
Member made an important speech explaining the Government's position in the matter.

The Financs Member said so far as he had been able to discover, no martial law
prigoners were confined in jails in other, provinces, Some time ago, 9 martial law
prisoners were confined in the penal scttlement of the Andamans, He was quite
willing to send for the rolls of these prisoners ansd to see how the case stood as regards
these prisoners. There were, however, 356 convicts confined in jails in other provinces
who were not martial law prisoners, but persons convicted of seridus criminal coms-
piracics against the State and of offences against the Arms and the Navy. With one
exception, these prisoners were convicted during the war and between® the years 1915
and 1917, There was proof that the leaders of these conspiracies in some cases received
assistance from sounrces outside India and were instigated in the foolish acts which they
committed by those somrces., Most of them were sentenced to transportation for life or
transportation to 20 or 25 years. In the ordinary course, all of them wounld bave been
transported to the Andamans; but at that time the Government of India cousidered
that in view of insecurity of the seas and the pressing need of the troops it would
be unsafe to transport a number of such dangerous conmspirators at that time to the
Andamans, It was considered at the same time dangerous and uundesirable to confine
thess dangerous conspirators in the Panjab jails. After discussion with the Panjab
Government, therefore, it was finally decided that the gang shonld be split up and be
incarecarated in jails in other provinces, This was accordingly done and the wisdom
of this step became almost immediately apparent because of the very dangerous
mutiny organised by a few of these prisoners in Hazaribagh jail, At present there
were 35 of these convicts, of whom 84 were convicted in the circumstances above men-
tioned, They were confined in jails in other provinces in the following manmner: 12 in
Central Provinees, 14 in Bombay, 1 in Bihar, 7 in Madras end 1 in Burma, After
giving the most careful consideration to these pointe, the Government have come to’
the conclusion that it would he highly undesirable to bring back at once the whole of
these prisoners to the Panjab jails ; but the Government have decided that owing to the
change in the atmosphere, it may now be possible to consider the retarn to the Panjab
jaile of some of the convicts if carefully selected. The resolution being pressed by the
mover was put and carried amidst non-official applause, The Council then adjourned,

Agriculture Minister’s Statement, .

On the 28RD MARCH the last sitting of the Council was held and after a number
of demands for supplementary grants were voted and Sir Fazli Hussain had introduced
the Ppn]ab Land Revenue (Amendment) Bill the Council adjourned sine dte.

Sirdar Jogendra Singh, Minister of Agricalture, made a lengthy statement to-day
exp}ammg the programme of work to be carried out during the coming years and tha
policy to be pursued by his department, The Minister was constantly interrupted and
several pointe of order were raised by members while he was reading his speech.
Memhers who raised the points of order wanted to know from the President whether &
Minister conld make a statement of the policy without allowing the Council to discuss it.
Tho President informed the House that the Minister was reading a statement with the
permission of the chair, Sardar Jogendra Singh describing his five years' programme
gaid they would be opening in the present year 7 farms and 26 veterinary hospitals and
had also been abls to secare the services of a fruit expert, They were also studying the
problem of lifg irrigation and hoped as the result of investigations, they would be able
to afford dry areas of the Punjab some facilities of organised irrigation. In his opinion,
meat or milk was essential for proper nourishment and he was making arrangements
for increasing milk supply and was trying to quicken up the pace of selccted breeding
of cows. Hg boped to open two thousand more co-operative socicties in the mew year
Rﬂd. thought there wag great scope for ecapitalists to join together and to make money
available both for agriculture and industry. Regarding the excise policy, he could not see
the posaibility of enforcing prohibition but for the next few years if they could wake use
of local option in cities and could organise temperance societies in villages and olose down

shops where conditions permi : vould ha :
for prohibition, Dsspiiiodyiney i dOITCB-EOOd SR




The C. P. Legislative Council.

- The first gitting of the Third Reformed Legislaiive Courcil was held en the 8TH
JANUARY 1928 in the mnoon in the Council Hall, Nagpur urder the presidency of
Mr. C, U, Wills, The business on the day wae the election of five memters to the Court
of the University by non-official members of the Council, The eclection of the President
was beld on the 10th, when Sir B. M. Chitnavis was declared elected prerident by 47
votes against 20 votes secured by hie rival Mr.-G, 8, Gupta. The bouse then adjourned
after eome minor transactions,

Governor’s Addrees to Members,

L]

On the 11TH JANUARY His Excellency the Governcr entered the Council Chamber

in procession and congratulated Bir Chitnavis heartily on bis elcction as the President
and the Council on having got him as their Pregident. He said that Sir Chitpavis's
family had played a notable part in the histery of thie city and province and of this
Council. He said that it was a remaikable thicg that one brother shounld svcceed arother
in the high office to which Sir fankara Pao Lad been called and wished him success during
h’'s tenure. '
: He, then addressing the Council, cxpreesed eatisfaction for filling up tbe blank
left in the rules for working the new constitution by the just mode of election, He was
anxzioue to have it settled as soon as poseible whether they wished him to thke action
to restore the working of the constitution to the form intended by Parliement and in
vogue in moet of the other provioces, 8o long as the kan placed by their predecessors
in thie Conneil on the formation of a Ministry existed, he said be was not a free agent.
He could mot as in the provinces in which ro ban existed preceed to give effect to what
gecmed to ke the verdict of the constituencies withovt calling these together and taking
their formal decision. He sympathised with the unsnccessful old members and con-
gratnlated the successful old and new members. As many as 21 old members have been
re-elected and 34 are new ones.

He said that he had nominated the full number of eight cfficials permiesible under
the Act, This has been done partly to gain time to look aroond and see whether there
are other interests degerving of repreeeniation or more repregeniation in the Council, Lut
mainly because he wanted to make more cpportunitics of bringing into touch with each
of her offieial and elected representatives of the people, Many of the misundersiandings
which nmow oceur are due to that Jack of frce imtercourse on an equal footing which
works in the legiclatures, He eaid that he Jearned so much from mixing in the lcbbies of
tbe Legislative Aseembly and the Council of Stafe with these who would guide public
opinion that be attached special importance to this trajning for as many officers of the
Government ae poseible, He thought that there were few public men who will deny
tbat they in the torn bad derived benefit from similar interecurse with cfficials,

While addressirg the Council in lagst March, he ecsl'led vpon t(hem to sink racial,
communal and gectional differences and join forces with his Government in the battle
apainet ignorance, disease and poverly, Their Excellencics the Viceroy and Lady Irwin’s
vieit to this province gave a remarkable stimulus to the development of this epirit, He
remarked that where the atmorpbere- was wrong, no measures, however perfeet in form
and conception, would do much good, Where the atmoephere is right, even faulty
measures are effcctive.  He then seferred to several improvements jarticularly for medical
{reatment of women and children, His Government has algo been reviewing its jail
policy and tackling the problem of released priconers. Hie CGovernment has at woik
the steam tackle for plovghing authorired by the last Council and is preparing a Bill to
facilitate the consolidation of ecattered holdings for the consideration of the Council,
His Government has prepared materials for the rcorganieation of the provincial services,
but has postponed any decision until they shall bave ehown whether they wished the
Governor in Council or their own Ministers {o {ake the firal 1¢sponeibility with reepect
to what should be transferred departments,

~ Concluding his address, he said that the time had ccme to lcave ihem to the dis-
cugsion of the constitutional question they had been called togetber to decide, He said
that on public and personal grounde, he wanted them to take pait in {he great scheme
ipavgurated by Parlisment of developing self-governing institutions with a view to the
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progressive realization of responsible Government in British India a& an integral part
of the empire, He assured his belp towards the realization of that great conception. l’.!e
bad no prejudices as by now they must have realired about any person or any party in
this Councijl, His sole desire is to act constitutionally to the best of his ability. He
always held that to have any permanent value, the decision to have Ministers must be
theirs and not his. Tt is for them to take or to refuse the opportunities offered to them,

Motion for Ministers' Salary Pagsed,

After the Governor had addressed the members, the Hon’ble Mr, Marten moved for
the supplementary demand amounting, to Rs, 9,000 on account of salaries of twa
Ministers for one mocth and Rs, 1,000 for travelling allowance,

Mr. Gole opposed the moticn and propnsed a cut of Rs, 8,996 thus fixing the salaries
of the Ministers at Rs. 4 only, Rao Bahadur N, K. Kelkar supported Mr. Gole.

Mr, Raghavendra Rao, on behalf of ihe Nationalist Party, supported the supple-
mentary demand etating that his constituency has given the verdict for working the
reforme, Mr, Dick supported the motion for the gupp.ementary demand, &

Dr. Khare opposing the motion asserted that there were wany inconsistencies in the
utterances of the members who were in favour of supporting the Ministers® salaries and
working the reforms. He further said that the heavens would not fall if they waited for
& month and a half,

Khan Bahadur Gulam Mohideen severely eriticised the Responsive Co-operation
Party and the newly formed Natioualist Party, = Ha said that they were for working the
reforms and would vote for the supplementary demand ; but they did not approve of tha
personnel for the offices of Ministers. '

Mr, Ghanshyam Gupta, on behalf of the Congress Party, oppased the motion, stating
that the pledges of the Responsive Co-operation Party or the Independent Party did net
allow them to accept offices, He then appealed to all Congressmen to protect the prestige
of the Congress,

Mr, Umesh Datt Phatak said th t he was for opposition, but on hearing the specches
of the Congress Party he came to the decision to sapport the sapplementary demand.

Mr. Kedar said that the Ministers’ posts were not_in the gift of the Government,
If backed by the majority party, they will have the privilege of ruggesting persoms for
ministerships, )

Mr. Makomed Sharif Hussain gaid that the formation of the ministry at this'mage
Was a mere show and that it could not be a stabla ministry,

The motion for the supplementary demand was cariied, 55 voling for the demand
and 16 against it,

Voting on other Demands.

The sccond supplementary demand amounting to Rs, 3,25,000 for advances to culti-
vators under the Agriculturists Loan Act and the third demand awmounting to Rs. 75,000

for advanee to cultivators under the Land Impregment Loans Act were accepted by the

Council without any debate and the Councii then adjourned,

On the 12TH JANUARY the Hon'ble Mr, Marten read a statement on behelf of the
Government announcing the appointment of Mr, Raghvendra Rao cf Bilagpur and Mr,
Ramrao Deshmukh of Amraoti as Ministera, Mr, Kbaparde, Responsivist, wae declared
a8 Deputy President and the Council then adjourned,

Budget Estimates for 1927-28.

The Council next met for ite Budget Session on the 3SRD MARCH with the Hen'ble Sir
Shankera Rao Chitnavis in the chair, The visitors' galleries were sparsely attended,
For the firat time daring the last three and bhalf years, the two Ministers, Meesrs, B,
Raghavendra Rao and R, M. Deshmuokh eat in the Treasmry beoch, The Hon'ble Mr,
laghavendra Rao was dreseed in white khaddar and wore a Gandhi cap.

The Hon, Mr. J. T, Marten, Finance Member, in presenting the Budget for 1927-28,
said that last year he ended his speech on note of hope preceded by a note of warning,
be circomstances of the year had shown that the warning was neceesary though the
year had proved less favourable than they hoped. There was no cause for alarm but
with a right understanding of the situation they had substantial grounds for guarded
Oplimism owing to unfavourable conditions of the year which resulted in the fall in
prices of cotton and the cffect on the money mar ket of that fall, land revenve had to be
suspended in Berar and Nagpur Divisions, The decrease in the spending capacity of the
People had reacted on other headsof revenue, Instead of & deficit of about Re, 25 lakhs
as originally estimated, the revised eetimates showed a ' deficit of over Rs, 60 lakhsand
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the balance bad, therefore, been reduced by that much, The free opening balance
which stood at Rs, 78 lakhs in the brginning of the carrent year was now down to under
Rs, 5 lakhs,

Estimates for 1927-28,

Turning to the Budget for 1927-28, Hon. Mr, Marten said that they had buedgetted
for revenue of about Rs, 563 lakhs and expenditure of 593 lakhs which resulted in a
deficit in revenme account of Rs, 30 lakhs, A sum of Rs. 55 Iakhs would be borrowed
from the Government of India to meet certain items of capital expenditure which ~had
bren met in the past from the provincial balance and thus add a corresponding amount
to the balapces. This will give a free closing balance of Rs, 13 and half lakhs., The
actval balance in Famine Insurance Fund at the end of the next year is cstimated at
over Re. 2 crores, For the coming yrar Rs._33 and half lakhs have been allotted for
new expenditore, bulk being non-recurring of which about Rs, 6 and half lakhs will he
on the reserved side and ahont Re, 27 lakhs on the transferred side, j

After pointing out that the proportion of expenditure on transferred side had
stendily increased, Hon, Mr, Marten said that the excess of fluid assets over liabilities
which was estimated at Rs, 136 lakhs at the end of the Budget ycar to Rs, 51 lakhs. The
Finance Member referred to the welcome news of the announcement in the Assembly
regarding the remission of provincial contributions in part permanently and concladed :
 We shall bave exhausted our previously accumulated balances in ueeful expenditure
mostly in the iransferred and pation-bnilding departments while abt the same time
steadily building up our Famine Insurance Reserve, Presuming that the receipts from
land revenues, excise, stamps and forests keep steady, we can hope for a slight excess of
income over ordinary expenditure, But our hopes of expansion in the near future lie
chiefly in the prospect of the abolition of the provincial contribution and the completion
of Famine Insurance Fund. Meanwhile, onur prospects have been brightened in the last
few days by the hope of an immediats relief from the provincial contribution. An
addition of Rs, 22 lakhs to our resources will enable us as soon as we have recovered from
our {emporary embarrasments to proczed with oor nation-building sch mes and the pro-
vines will wateh with the greatest interest the fate of the proposals in the Government
of In:lia's Budget which are of such tremendous importance to our pregress add develop-
ment,

Official Bills,

After the budget was presented, Government legislative business was taken up,
The Hon, Mr, Tambe moved a bill to amend the Central Provinces Courts Act 1917
in order to increase the Small Cauge Court juriediction as svggested by the Civil Justice
Committee,

Mr, D, K, Mchta moved that the bill be circulated for eliciting opinion thercon and
the motion was carried,

The Hon. Mr, Raghavendra Rao moved a bill to amend the C. P, Exciee Act in order
to extend the prohibitirn of cultivation of Cocoa plant in all its varietics. The mover
eaid that the bill was being introduced at the instance of the Goverpment of India,
Leave wos given for consideration of the bill at once; but the Hop. Mr, Rao promised
to move ils paesage next day,

The Hon, Mr. Marten moved a bill to amend the C, P. Tenancy Act, but Rao
Bahadur N, K, Kelkar proposed that it should be circulated. The motion for circulation
was adopted,

_ The Hon, Mr. Tambe moved a bill to amend the Public Gambling Act with the
object of checking Satti Gabling, The Council granted leave,

The Hon. Mr, Rao moved a bill to amend the C. P, Primary Education Act with
the objeot of prescribing the period during which a child liable to compulsory education
shall attend a primary school and to render it possible for Joeal bodics to apply com-
Polsion gradually and to enable children to enter upon a course of instruction,

Bro Bahadur Kelkar moved that the bill be referred to a select committee in order
to see whether the draft could be improved,

Mr, B. H, Beckett, Direcctor of Public Instruction, answered the objections of the
previcus speaker and pointed out that the bill introduced compulsion by stages and fixed a
reasonable age. He arked the Houss to treat educational matters as non-party questions,

The Hon, Mr, Rao accepted the motion to refer the bill to a Sclect Committee and
the House agreed, ]

. The Hon, Mr, Deshmukh moved a bill to amend the village sanitation and Publie
Department Act with a view to allow panchayat to charge fees for the use of glaughter
houses and to insist on their being used, The bill was referred to a Belect Committee,
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The Council then took up the motion for adjonrnment movad by Mr, B. G. Khaparde in
connection with the failure of the B. N, Railway to maintain an efficient goods and
bassenger traffic service, thus causing great inconveniencs to the people of the provinee.
Mr, Khaparde said that owing to the strike the Railway trafic was being worked by in-
experienced men which led to the trains coming several hours late and which may lead
to accidents and loss of life, Mr, Khaparde hoped that the strike would soonm end in
favour of the workers and the public inconvenience would bs stoppad.

Mr, W, Fulay, nominated labonr representative, sapported the motion,

Mr. R. G, Pradhan, said that it was high time for the Government of India to
fec that they fulfilled theit duty to the people of this province by interfering in and
settling the strike in favonur of the strikers. He asked the 0. P, Government to move
the Government of India to end the strike,

Mr, Bartlett opposed the discussion of the question as he thought that it wounld not
help mattera but would only raise hopes in the strikers and cause great disappointment,

Some members characterised as a great horror that ovdinary goods clerks of the
B, N. Railway were allowed to work as gnards of the Railway trains and they pointed
ont that passenger trains should not he entrosted to such untrained hands,

Mr. H. C, Gowan in reply to the above charge, said that he was present in
England during the general strike and though untraioed men workad the essential
gservices the number of accidents was extraordinarily small,

Dr. Khare asked that when an acute condition of distress prevailed in the provinee
what had the Government done, what had the Minister of Industries done to ameliorate
the condition of the strikers and to remove public inconvenience? Several non-official
memberg alsa gpoke in support of the motion,

The Hon, Mr, Marten, Finance Member, said that the Railways was a central subject
and it was not possible for the local Government to do anything in the matter, They
all felt the annoyance caused by the strike, but the local Government’s functions were
limited, The Government was in sympathy with those who were affected by the atiike
tronbles, but it had no powers to interfere in the strike.” Although a debate in the
C_ouncil was beyond its purview, the Government allowed it with a view not to stifle
discussion, The Hon. Mr, Marten promised to forward the proceedings of the debate to
the Government of India,

~ The mover of the motion, Mr, Khaparde, accepted the force of the argument of the
Finance Member that it did not lic in the Lands of the local Government to end the
strike, Mr, Khaparde said that if the motion was pressed to division it would have
been carried as support came from all sides of the House ; but seeing the attitude of the
Gover{lment he did not wish to press the motion. The motion was withdrawn and the
Conncil adjourned for the day, :

Transaction of Official Business,

On the 4TH MAROH the Hon, Mr. Ragavendra Rao moved that the C, P, Excise
Amen:iment Bill be passed into law, The Council agreed unanimously.

The Hon, Mr, Raghavendra Rao moved that thé ©. P, Weights and Mcasures of
Capacity Bill be referred to a Select Committee, The Council unanimously agreed.

Lhe Hon, Mr, Rao further moved that a bill to amend the ©, P, Prevention of Adule
teration Act be circulated for eliciting opinions thereon, The Coaneil agreed.

The Hon, Mr, S, B. Tambe moved that the Central Provinces Borstall Bill be referred
f0 8 Belect Committee, The object of the bill is to make provision for the detention and
training of adolescent offenders, The Council agreed (o this unanimously,

Budget Discussion,

7 _Gencral discussion of the budget was held from the 5th to 7th March. The non-
Ufﬁgml members emphasised that more money had not been provided for expenditure on
natlon-bnilding departments, Berar members criticised that remissions and snspensions
of land revenue granted fo agricultarists bad not been adequate, Some members pointed
out that more money should have been spent on primary and secondary edueation,
Cl'ltff:lsm was also made againet payment of extravagant salaries to officers of the Imperial
Pervices, Replying to the various criticisms the Hon, Mr, Raghavendra'Rao defined the

policy of the Minister, After a brief reply from the Hon, Mr, Marten, Finance member,
the Council rose for the day, -

Voting on Budget Demands,
On the 8TH MARCH the Connecil took up voting of demands for geauts, There
were over 650 motions to reduce or omit grants in the budget for the year 1927-28,  The
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demand under Land Revenue was taken up first and there were over 100 cuts under this

head of which notices had been given, Most of the cnts relate to the expenditure on
Survey and Scttlement cperations in various parts of the province,

Cais Under Land Revenue Passed.

On the 9TH MARCH, the Council .iiscassed the several items under the land revenue,
(reserved). Culs under different heads amounnted to Rs, 29,42,700, The Nationalist Party
and the Congress Party jointly voted for cuts. While demands under Excise (Trans-
ferred) were under discussion, the Council adjoarned.

Debate on Excise Policy.,

On the 10PH MARCH demand under excise transferred Rs. 15,638,950 wag taken
up. Dr, Khare moved a cub of Rs. 13,200 being the pay of distillery expert of Govt.

The Hon’ble Mr. Raghavendra Rao, Minister for Excise, said that the present incum-
bent wag due {o retire in a few years and after his retirement the Government will consider
the questions whether the post should b2 retained or not.

Dr, Khare passed his motion which was lost by 18 votes against 40, There were
. several other cuts under excise, but discussion developed into a debate on the exciss
policy of Government, Beveral Swarajists attacked the Minister and Dr. Khare called
him Minister for consumption. They -also pointed out that the credit for whatever fall
there was in the consumption of lignor was due to Cougress movement and not to the
Government and when the Congress movement began (o wane, consumption of liquor was
showing a tendency to rise,

Mr, B. N. De, Revenue Secrctary, pointed out that the Government acknowledged
in their reporta that Non-Co-operation gave an impetus to the movemcnt towards pre-
hibition, but its beneficial effzcts did not Iast long. Mr. D¢ narrated the efforts of the
Government to redvee congumption.

Mr. B. G. Khaparde eaid that the Minister for Excise had taken office recently
but if the Council laid down a definite policy, he was sure the Hon, Mr. Bao would
carry it out. ' ;

The Hon’ble Mr, Raghavendra Rao explained his excise policy further, Mr. Rao said
{hat in 1921 the Legislative Council dictated a policy and that policy he was prepared to
pursue, If the Council wanted any change, it was for it to exprees an opinion. As
regards propaganda work if the Council suggested any methods, the Government wounld

consider them, but M¢, Rao was against picketting.
After Mr, Rao’s reply, a motion for a cuot of Rs. 80,000 under District Executive

establishment which gave rise lo the whole discussioa was withdrawn,
After further discussion the Council voted the entire demand under excise,

Other Dcmands,
The demand under slamps was voted without any diescussion, Discussion of the
demand under forests was not yet over when the Council rose for the day,

On the 11TH MARCH discussion of the dedand under forests was taken up, Non-
official members criticised the forest policy of the Government, Out of a total demand
for Ra, 36,53,450 under ¢ Forest ' the Council carried cats amounting to Rs, 1,06,267 under

general direcfion and contingencies,
] Registration,

When the demand under Registration was taken up, Mr, G. 8. Gupla (Bwarajist)
proposed a cut of Rs. 100 nnder ¢ Superintgndence.’ The mover said that ihe Registration
Department was one of the most corrupt departments, Mr, Gordon and Hon. Mr.
Raghvendra Rao, on behalf of the Government, gave an assurance that if the mover
brooght instance of corruption to the notice of the Government suitable action would be
taken- The motion was withdrawn, The total demand of Rs. 22,600 under ngistrtion

was voted without reduction.
General Administration,

Demand under ®General Administration’ (Reserved), was then taken up, Mr, G, R,
Pradhan moved 8 token cnt of Re. 1 nnder General Administration—Heads of Provinees,
Mr, Pradhan said he moved the cut as he was diesatisfied with the whole administration
and especially with the Government’s indifference to ths problem of providing houses for
clerks, He algo eomplained that more days were not sllotted for non-official busincss,
The Hon, Mr, Maiten replied ihat three days provided for non-official business were
sufficient as the members had an opportunity of discussing various questions at the time
of the budget discussion, He repudiated the charge that the Government wasin any
way indifierent to the welfare of the clerke, Mr, Pradhan pressed his cuf which was
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carried by 25 votes against 18, Discussion under General Administration was not over
when the Council rose for the day.

= <

Grievances of Agriculturiste,

On the 12TH MARCH the Council discussed Rao Saheb Korde's cat for Ra, 1,000
under the head of General Administration (Reserved) as a protest against the bad condilions
of agriculturists in Berar, G

The Hon. Mr. J, I, Marten assured the honse that the discussion on the subject
wonld receive due consideration and the Government would look at the agricultariste’
grievances with sympathy, The motion was carried.

Abolition of Commissioners’ Posts.

After lunch the Council discussed a cut amounting to Rs, 1,£2,700 for abolishing
the Commissioners’ posts and it was declared carriad by a majority of three votes.
27 members voted for the cut and 24 against, Independents and a few members of the
Nationalist Party voted with the Congress Party.

Government's Irrigation Policy,

On the 14TH MARCH discassion of the demand und er irrigation was taken up, The
Hon'ble Mr, Marten moved for a grant of Re, 6,44,000 both under irrigation works charged
to revenue and productive irrigation works, Mr, C. R, Pradhan moved a token cuf of
a ropee under working expenses, He complainad against the enormous working expeness
of the irrigation Department, Thakur Chedilal pointed out that the tenanis did not get
much benefit, Huge amounts were wasted by the department in spite of the fact that
there were several experts in charge of it. The people, said the speaker, was afraid of
the department and it was the duty of the Government to so alter its method of working
ag to convince the people that the dspartment was for their good, Mr. G, S. Guapta
supported the cut and, on doing &0, asked whether the Government was willing fo appoint
a ¢peeial Irrigation Committee,

The Hon’ble Mr, Marten replied that the Government would be willing to appoint
a Committee, He also explained the irrigation policy of the Government, The Goveru-
ment would appoint a Commities and take it into confidence, in regard to the whole
irrigation policy so that the future work might be carried on under favourable conditions.

Mr., Gupta thanked the Finance Mcmber for his assurance and said he was satisfied
that there was no necessity for pregsing the cuts, Mr, Pradhan considered the assuramce
satisfactory and the motion for cut was withdrawn,

Several other token cuts were also withdrawn, Discussion proceeded for sometime

u]]ame under other cuts and the Council reduced th: demand by Rs, 1,90,000 and voted
the rest,

Ministers® Salaries Voted, .

The demand uonder General Administration (transferred) Ministers® salaries was then
taken up, Mr. Rajendra Sinha, Swarajist, moved & cut of Re, 98,996 out of Rs. 99,000
provided, thus reducing the figare to Re, 4. Mr. D. K, Mehta, Dr, Khare, C. G, Misra,
Mr. Qole and eeveral other Swarnjists supported the amendment and eriticised the
Miniaters for accepting office and explained that they had mno faith in the refurms, The
speakers also criticised the attitude of the Ministerialist Party and quoted the words of
Mr. Jayakar in the Assembly to prove that the Government had done nothing to respond
to the wishes of the people, The Swarajists hoped that the two Ministers would redeem
their tall promises which they had given to the electorates though they themselves had
no faith in the ability of the Ministers to achieve anything under the present constitution.

The Hon'ble My, Raghavendra Rao said that he did not question the right of the
Swaraj Party to eriticiss them, but he asserted that the verdict of the electorates was
in favour of working the reforms, He and his colleague, Mr. Deshmukb, accepted office
because they were assured of sufficient power, initiative and responsibility by the
Governor : but the moment they felt that they were not getting Fhesn things they would
have no hesitation in giving up office, Balary was no consideration for them and' they
were prepared to abide by the decision of the Council on this matter, Mr. Rao said be
always held the view that those who worked for the country need not live on the country
z{lnd he had always acted up to that ideal and there was no reason for him to deviate
rom that, ) :

Mr. B, G, Khaparde defended the bona fides of t_hq Nationalist Party and pointed
out that this party dictated the personnel of the M;mgtry. Mem_bors of l.hxs. party
disagreed with the Congress Party and fought the clection on the issuc of working the
Reforme and they had entered the Council in a majokity, The party proved that the
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Ministerships were in the gift of the people, Mr, Khaparde announced that the Nationa-
list Party had come to a ungnimous discussion on the question of Ministers’ salaries,

Mr, Gupta, Swarajists leader, said that whatever support the Ministers may be receiv-
ing now was due to the agitation and the pressure of the Swarajists during the Jast three
years and not due to the Responsivistsa. After some more speeches the Swarajists’ amend-
ment to reduce the salaries of Ministers to Rs. 4 was put to vote and lost, 16 voting for
and 46 against, Both the Ministers remained neutral.

After the Swarajists’ amendment regarding the Ministers’ salaries was thrown out,
the Council further discussed the salary question, There was a proposal to fix the
Minister’s ealaries at Rs, 2,000 per mensem each., Mr. Dick, nominated member, sup-
ported the proposal. This was rejected by the Council, 18 voting for and 41 against,
Eventually a motion fixing the salary of the Ministers at Rs, 3,000 per mensem each was
carried by the Council,

Censure Motions on the Government,

On the 158TH MARCH the House cut down a demand for administration of justice by
Re, 15,000 on the ground of economy,

The House then cenmsured the Government on its policy regarding the appointment
of Honorary Magistrates and the Government’s negligence in giving effect to the wishes
of the House regarding separation’ of the Executive from the Judiciary by carrying a

cut of Re, 1,0€0,
The Government was further censured on its administration of Police Department,

the House having carried a cut of Rs, 40,000,

The House further recorded their protest for having kept Eunropean HEducation
(Reserved) by carrying one rupee cut in the demand for Education (Reserved,)

The House also ventilated its many grievances regarding educational policy with
regard to the transferred side of the department and carried a cut of Rs, 1,000,

The House algo censured the University Law College authorities for unjustly rusticat-
ing a student, by refusing to increage the grant, Votinug was 31 against 19, DMany
Swarajists did not vote.

The House aleo refused to sanction Rs, 6,276 for the Personal Assistant to the
Director of Paublic Instruction and censured the High School Eduecation Board for its
policy towards vernacular medinm and carried a cut of Rs, 100,

Voting on Budget Demand Coneladed.

After lunch the Council proceeded with the consideration of the remaining demands.
As the days allotted for the discussion and voting on demands were over, the President
put the demands to the vote, Out of a demand of Ra, 1,83,060 under the head ¢ Educa-
tion (Reserve) ” Re, 1,382,999 was voted, Out of the tolal demand Rs. 61,27,777 under
the head ** Education (Transferred)” Rs, 51,15402 was voted. The total demand of
Re, 13,30,000 nnder the head * Medical (Transferred)” was voted, Out of the total
demand of Re, 8,23,600 under the head ‘* Public Health (Transferred) " Rs, 3,13,600 (?)
was voted. The total demands under Agricultore, Industries, Miscellaneons Civil Works
Supcrannuation Allowances and Pensions, Stationery and Printing expenditure in Eng-
land, Capital outlay on forest works, prodnctive irrigation worke, famine insurance fund
amonnting fo Rs, 26,25,000, Joans and advances and refunds of revenue, amounting to
Rs. 2,283,191 were pui to vote and carrried, all cuts being withdrawn, The Council then

adjourned,
Transaction of Official Business,

On the 16TH MARCH the Council voted some supplementary demands,
The Public Gambling (Central Provinces Amendment) Bill was introduced without

any dissenting voice.
The Central Provinces Primary Education (Amendment) Bill introduced by the

Hon, Mr, Raghavendra Rao was passed.
The Hon, Mr, Marten introduced a bill to provide for the congolidation of agricnl-

toral holdings and moved that it shonld be referred to a Select Committee, The House
was divided in giving soppori to the Bill immediately and it was decided that the Bill
8hould be published and circnlated to ascertain pnblic opinion,

The Council was then adjourned.

Scheme for Mass Edncation,

On the 218T MARCH Mr, K, P, Vaidya moved a resolution that the Government

#honld allot Ra. 15,000 towards a echeme of mass edneation, :
Several non-cfficial members supported the resolation, Mr, Jaigwal moved an amend-
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ggnp that the scheme should be referred to a committee to be appointed by the Education
nigter,

Mr, Beckett, Dircctor of Public Instruction, pointed out that he was not against
adult education, Instead of the Council agreeing to grant money for a particular scheme,
Mr, Beckett suggested that the whole scheme of adult education should ba examined by a
commiitee, SBome non-official members supported Mr. Beckett’s proposal,

The Hon, Mr, Raghavendra Rao, Minister for Kducation, said that the best way
would be to get any echeme for mass cducation examined by 2 committee. If the House
passed the rezolution, responsibility for the success or failure of the particular scheme
placed before the Counecil would rest with the Couueil.

Eventually the Council decided to refer the question to a Committee,

Government’s Exodus to Hills Opposed.

On the 22ND MARCH non-official business was resumed in the Council, Mr, K. P,
Pande’s resolution that the Headquarters of the Government be not moved to the Hill
Stations during summer and the months of September and October was carried by a large
majority in epite of the opposition of the Hon, J. T. Marten,

A Medical College for the Province,

Dr, N, B, Khare moved a resolution recommending to the Government that steps
should be taken to establish a medical college in these provinces as early as possible,
The mover said that the Province should bs made self-contained in every respect.

Mr, G. 5. Gupta, Swarajist, moved an amendment that the proposed medical college
should also include an ayurvedic section,

~ There was another amendment from Mr, Thakur Chedilal to the effect that a com-
mittee should be appointed to formnlate & scheme for establishing a medieal college on
modern linrg,

Ool, K. V. Kukdey, Inspector-Gencral of Civil Iospitals, while not opposed to the
resolution, drew attention to the various essentials of a medical college.

The Hon, Mr, Raghavendra Rao, Minister, said that the Government was prepared to
accept the resolution as amended by Mr, Thakur Chedilal, The Minister also added that
be will investigate into the possibilities of the ayurvedic system also,

Eveutualiy the amended resolution recommending the appointment of & committee

to formv_lafe & gcheme for the cstablishment of a college inclusive of an ayurvedic section
was carried,

: Removal of S8ex Bar,

Mr, Charde moved a resolution recommending to the Government that the sex dis-
qualification for the registration as voters in the electoral .rolis of the constituencies
sending representatives to the Council and also for election or nomination to the said
Council be removed in respect of women generally in the Central Provinces and Berar,

Several speeches were made in support of the resolution. .

. Mr. C. N, Trivedi opposed the resolution and pointed out that women should engage
themselves in maternity and child welfare and social reform.

The Hon, Mr, 8, B. Tambe, Home Member, said that the Government would take
no part in the debate, The decision entirely rested with the Council, But at the same
time the Hon, Mr. Tambe placed certain difficaltics such as bringing women to the polls
for the consideration of the House.

After some more discussion the resolution was put to vote and declared carried,

Honorary Magistrates’ Appointment:

On the 23RD MARCH the non-official resolution moved by Mr, Gole recommending ta
the Government the appointment of a district advisory committes for selection of honorary
magistrates was taken up for discussion, It was opposed by the official members on
the ground that the political parties in power holding strong views should not be invesied
with the power of recommeniationa,

The motion was put to vote and declared earried, 81 for and 25 against,

The Settlement Bill,

Mr, Mehta moved a rcsolution recommending to the Government ' for placing the
Settlement Bill before the Council and, pending final consideration, no new settlement
be undertaken and all settlements now in progress be suspended, ; .

The resvlution was declared carried, 27 against 15.

Bowe miscellaneous resolutions, relating to the improvements of roadp, etc,, were
under discussion when the Council adjourned for lunch,
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Abolition of Divisional Commigsionerships,

After lunch the Counneil procceded with the non-official resolution recommending to
the Government to take proper stepsto abolish the posts of Divisional Commissioners in
this provinee, The Hon’ble Bir J. T. Marten, in opposing the resolution, said that whole-
éale abolition of the posts of the Commissioners was inconceivable ; but the Government
would consider the reduction of one post, it so desired, The resolution was put to vote
and declared carried 35 against 15,

Amendment of Local Sclf-Government Act,

Leave was granted to introduce Thakur Chhedilal’s Central Provinces Local Sclf-
Government (Amendment) Bill which, after a lengthy debate, was decided to be cirenlated
for ascertaining public opinion, 3
Sale of Conntry Liquor, .

Mr, Gokulchand Bingai then moved a- resolution recommending to the Government
to stop the sale of country liquor in the rural area of Damoh District from January next,

Mr. De opposed the resolntion on the greund that the consumption of foreign liquor
would be increaced if the eale of country liguor was stoepped and people would take to
illieit dislillation,

The Hon’ble Mr. Raghavendra Rao, Minisier in cbarge of the Excise Department,
asgured the House that be would personally investigate into the matter, as the mover
raised a question affecting Government’s excise policy, The resolution was put to vote
and declared carried by 29 against 11 votes, The House then adjourned,

Governor's Certification.

Out of a tolal sum of Bs. 15,84,397 under various heads refused by the C. P, Council
H, E. the Governor certified amounts totalling,Rs, 8,17,859 as essential to the dis-
chiarge of his responsibitilies for administration, The details are as follow : Rs. 6,50,000
under the bead Land Revenue (Reserved); Res. 19,250 under the head Forest (Reserved);
Rs, 1,42,699 under the head General Administration (Reserved) ; and Is, 5,910 under the
head Police (Rescrved). The Government resolntion eays that the remaining reductions
made were in the nature of token cuts which will be corsidered by the Government in
due course, The reduciion under the hcad Land Revenue wounld be throwing out of
employment 445 Government servants, permanent or tewporary, It is also obvious that
if the trained ecttlement sfaff weie distended it would be difficult to aseemble it again

later on,
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B. & O. Legislative Council.

The first meeting of the Third Reformed Bihar and Orrissa Legislative Council wag
beld at Patna on the 13th JANUARY 1927, After swearing in of members the Chairman
apnounced that Ilis Exceliency the Governor has approved of the election of Khan
Babadur Khwaja Mahomed Noor as the President of the Council, The new President
then took the chair and various sections of the House and party leaders joined in con-
gratulating him on his election. The Council then adjourned till next day when Mr,
8. M. Mahanty was olected the Deputy President of the Couneil, :

e

The Governor’s Speech,

On the 14TH JANUARY, addressing the new Council, Hig Excellency Sir Henry
Wheeler said that it had been his good fortune to have been associated with two Legislative
Councils during his term of office and he rejoiced to believe that working together, they
had been able to do something for the benefit of the people of the province, He gould only
hope that that record might continue to be maintained. The sole wish of the whole Govern-
ment, added His Excallency, was to further the progress of Bibar and Orissa and they
asked their whole-hearted help in their efforts towards that end. Personally, he would
only see the start of their career bat the beginning mnot infrequently defined character of
the whole and so long as he remained here, he would follow their proceedings with
g:?ep;:"st interest and with the carncst hope that they might prove to be wise, fruitful and

neficial, i

Congratulating Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mahomed Noor on the elcetion as the Presi-
dent of the Council, His Excellency expressed the hopa that his tenure of office might be
smooth and successful, The Khan Babadur, said Hi s Excellency, had already given
Practical evidence in tha past Counecils of his fitness for the post to which, therefore, he
did not come untried, It must be gratifying to him to feel that he continued to enjoy
the confidence of Lis fellow members, Sufficient experience of the new Councils had now
been had to demonstrate to all the importance of the presiding officer, To him was
entrusted the duty of ensuring that the proceedings of the Council were condocted in a
dignified and orderly fashion and he bad a right to cxpeot fullest co-operation of all
members irrespective of party in discharging this responsibility,

Voting on Supplementary Demand, :

On the 17TH JANUARY public galleries were fully packed in view of the interest
aroused in the constitutional issue raised by the Swarajists over what they thought was
& violation of the constitutional convention by the Ministers in aceepting office withou
tommanding a majority of elccted members of the Council and not advising the Clovernor
te call uwpon the leader of the Swaraj Party (which according to them was the largest
party) to form a Ministry.

Opportunity was taken by the Swarajiste to disouss this question under a motion
for supplementary demand for providing Rs. 12,000 for teaching accommodation for the
J’?mﬁh?dpur Technical School, The debate lasted for the whole day. bir. Sri Krishna
Bingh, leader of the Swaraj Party, stated that constitutionally the Ministers had no
business to continue in office when they did not bave behind them tho support of a
majority of elected membore, They counld not exist mercly on the supporta of official and
hominated members, ‘ |
. The Hon'ble Sir Fakhruddin (Minister of Education) replied that ho knew no
ingtance in the British constitation in which a leader had refused to form a Ministry when
called upon by the King to do ®so. Thoogh he believed that dyarchy was not perfect,
they should at any rate work it to point out the defects therein in order to rectify them
and gain more powers, Personally he wag prepated to resign it, provided the Swarajists
Were also prepared to accept office and shoulder the responsibility, )

On division being ecalled the motion for supplementary demand was carried by 43
votes againet 83 of the Swarajists, The Council then adjourned iill the 14th February.,

Budget for 1927-28.

On the 14TH FEBRUARY the Hon. Mabaraja, Bahadur Keshav Prasad Singh of
dmraop, Finance Member, made his firet budget speech in the Council while presenting the
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budget estimates for 1927-28, At the cutset the Finance Member emphasiced the fact that
ibe system of poblic finance should not only be well-designed but well-understood and
jealously maintained and it was in every way to be desired that people’s representatives in
the Council should realise their responsibilities with regard to it and the close connection
between the financial proposals of the Government as set forth in the budget and the
practieal well-being of silent millions whom the represented.,

Receipt and Expenditure. ;

Coming {o the budget proper and financial position of the province, the Finance
Member stated tbat they anticipated starting the corrent year with « balance of just over
2 crores but when the final accounts were made out they proved to have a balance of
some Rs, 20 lakbs more than they espected, the figure being Rs. 2,24,37,000 meluding
!,he ordinary balance available for general purposes of Rs, 1,68,13,000 and Rs. 56,24,000
in the Famine Ineursvce Fund, The difference was principally due to the revenuc of
the lagt year being Rs, 11 iakhs above and expenditare debitable to revenue Rs, 9 lakhs
below the revised estimate of that year, During the current year they now anticipated
that revenne wounld amount to Rs. 5,72,01,000 or about Rs, 9 lakhs moie than the baodget-
ted figure of Rs b5,63,33,000, while on the other side of the account they anticipated that
expenditure debitable to revenue would amount to Rs. 6,13,15,000 or about 1 and three-
fourth lakhs mwore than the figure of Rs, 6,11,59,000 originally anticipated and provided
in the current year's budget. Whereas their total revenue was expected to amount to
Rs, 5,67,42,000, their total espenditure debitable to revenue omitting provision for new
schemes was expected to amount to Rs, 5,85,21,000 or about 18 lakhs more than their
revenne, The corner stone of their financial edifice was the relation between their
revenue and revenuc expenditure amd it would therefore be at once recognised that there
was ground for serious thought when they would have to eater npon the new year with
their exicting liabilities well ahead of théir revenue., He, however, maintained that the
outlovk was not eo gloomy as it might at first sight appear and so would sum up the
situation by saying that failing a breakdown of excise revenue their prospects should
improve during the next three years but owing rather to reduetion of expenditure than
to increase of revenue, In their present position, it was not coosidered safe to incur
rew expenditure {0 the extent of more than 17 and three-fourth lakhs, Of the money
available for new echemes 5 lakhs and 19 thousands bad been allocated to the Reserved
and 12 lakbs and 57 thonsands or more than twice as much to the transferred, Taking all
these proposals their total revenme expenditure would amount to Bs. 61,47,000 and total
expenditure to Rs. 6,34,01,000, They would thus close the year with the balance of
Re, 1,44,25,000 of which Rs, 81,15,000 would be in Famine Ineurance Fand while their
ordinary balance would amount to only Re, 63 lakhs,

Concloding, the Finance Member said that they had a series of good years and
Government in their wisdom bad taken full advantage of them. What were visions in
1912 were now solid realities, They had a University, a Medical College and an Engi-
ncering College. Schools and Lospitals had been increased and improved beyond all
knowledge, Nearly balf a crore of recurring expenditure on the transferred nation.
building departments had been incurred during the last four years. But it was oLvious that
the poorest province in India conld not go on indefinitely adding to its permanent
burdens at this rate, He hoped that this time next year, the outlook would be brighter
than it was to-day.

: Belf-Government in Chota Nagpur,

On the 18TA FEBRUARY a long discussion centred on the first non official resolu-
tion on the agenda paper demanding that the privilege of clecting non-official chairmen
should be extended to district boards in Chota Nagpur.

Babu Sri Krishna Singh (leader of the Swaraj Party) moving this resolution eaid that
Chota Nagpur was unjustly deprived of an important political right, The Tocal Self-
Government Act was intended to train people in the art of self-government and it had
a great direct influence on public life, as people in villages were directly connected with
aflairs of district boards and they properly understood them. He traced Lord Ripon’s
policy with regard to local self-government in India and pointed ovt that it was his
genuine degire to see that the capse of local self-government advanced in this country.
He hoped that the Covncil would register its verdict in favour of the resolution,

Rai Babadur Sarat Chandra Ray moved an amendment that the board should be
ﬁfp_gwered to elcct chairmen from among themselvee, official or mon-official, or from
outside,

Babu Sridbar Samal (Depressed Classes) opposing the resclution eaid that it would
be 1o the advaniage of the people of Chota Nagpur that the Government were the custo-
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dians of their interesls. When the proper time came the Government would give them
that privilege, He complained of the disabilities imposed upoa them by the higher
castes and pointed out that no regard was paid by them to their intevests, Oualy Govern-
ment and the Christian missionaries had done somathing for their a:lvancemsant.

Mr, Sifton (Chief Secretary) on behalf of the Government stated that he was snrprised
at this demand being put forward by Bihari and Oriya members who had their own
pressing questions to consider, His observations were based on personal knowladge and
not on abstract theorics, He had worked in Chota” Nagpur in his official eapacity for
10 years and he had therefore come into close connection with the people there. Ior
the backward areas the Government was a pergon, and as their motions did not extend
beyond the limits of the district and their vision was restricted the Government was de
facto the Distriet Officer, On accounnt of their backwardness the Government was bound
to take care of those clagses, Mr. Hammond pointed out that they had official chairmen
to protect colliery interests and to see that justice was done to colliery owners,

The amendment was lost and the main resolution was carried, 52 voting for and 39
against it, The Couneil then adjourned, =

Committee to Enquire into Coal Depression,

On the 21ST FEBRUARY the coal industry and the Santhal Parganas district
figured in the debate in the Council, when two non-official resolutions were moved
demanding a committee of enquiry into the causes of the heavy depression in the coal
industry in the Province and extension of the operation of the Local Self-Government
(Amendment) Act (1928) to the district of the Santhal Parganas.

Babu Jagat Narain Lal, pleader, of the Independent Congress Party, moved a resolu.
tion urging the appointment of a committee of e¢nquiry into the causes of the heavy
depression in the coal industry with a view to suggesting means to remove them,
Within the year 1924-25, 156 companies had closed down. The indnstry had been
greatly handicapped owing to enbatced railway and shipping rates,

Babu Gur Sahay Lal moved an amendment that enquiry be made with special
reference to the fostering of the by-products relating to coal,

Mr, Devaki Prashad Sinha pointed out that such a committee would be futile, as the
remedy of the causes lay with the Government of lndia, and the Local Government had
nothing to do with the guestion involved, '

Mr. Lewis (Revenue Secretary) explaining the attitude of the Government, said that
the resolution raised an all-India Issue with which the Local Government was not con-
cerned, The depression was not due to local facts, Oan the assurancs given by Mr,
Hammond, ieader of the House, that a small committes wounld be acceplable to the Govern-
ment, under certain limitations, the resolution was ultimately withdrawn,

Babu Ram Dayslu Sinba, Swarajist, moved that operation of the Local Self-Govern-
ment Ack be extended to the Santhal Parganas, )

Mr, Hammond, on bzahalf of the Government, opposed the motion and obscrved that the
Santhals were s simple and credulous people, and they needed protection, firstly, from the
pressure of landlorde, secondly from moneylenders, and thirdly from the evil of litigation,

The resolution waa carried by 41 votes to 38,

Administration of Sone Canals,

On the 22ND FEBRUARY, Kumar Rajiva Ranjan Prashad Sinha moved a resclation
demanding a committee of enquiry into the grievances of caltivators in regard to the
administration of the Sone Canals and to seggest measures for affording relief, The
grievances were mainly enhanced water rates, in:ufficiency of water sapplied, irregu-
larity of gupply and relaxation of supervision over the eubordinate staff of the canals,
Rai Babadur Bishun Swarup, Chief Engineer, replying on behalf of the Government,
Btated that during the years 1928, 1924, and 1925 the Government convened three con-
ferences of officials and non-officials to suggest all possible improvements with regard to
the administration, Oonetant efforts were made to epnquire into.the complainte made
and the Government had done everything that could rcasonably be done to'meet therm,
Under the circumstances thare was no necessity for a committee,

Tiie resolution was ultimately carried without a division,

Ancther resolution, which ocenpied much time, was regarding the improvement in
the pay and prospects of members of the subordinate educational  serviea, several members
Tepreeenting that these men were poorly paid, The resolation was carried by 36 votes to 32.

The Budget Discussion,

. @eneral discussion of the Budget commenced on the 24TH FEBRUARY and con-
tinued till the next day, On the last day in eumming uwp the discussion the lion'ble

- - —
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Maharaja Bahador of Dumraon, the Finance Member, claimed that the nation-building
departments had been more generously treated in Bihar than in any other province in
India. He stated that since the introduction of reforms, the total expenditure that has
been inenrred on new schemes on the reserved side was Rs, 4,17,000 recurring and
Rs. 47,66,000 non-recurring. On the transferred side - eorresponding fignres were
Rs. 1,43,80,000 recarring and Rs, 1,28,67,000 non.-recurring. Again comparing the expen-
ditore of 1921-22 with those of 1927-28 excluding non-effective charges, they found
that there had been an increase of only 11 per cent under Reservad side, while under
Transferred, the increase was one of 55 per cent. They had incarred nearly half crore
of new recurring expanditure on the transferred departments. Ile did not believe that
there was any other provineces in India that conld show such a record,

-

~Voting on Budget Demands. ;

On the 5TH MARCH the Council vot'd three bundget demands of Ra, 21,66,508,
Rs. 19,562,118 and Rs, 8,04,593 in respect of land revenune, excise and stamps respectively,
A token cut of Re, 100 was moved on the excise demand to nrge the prohibition by the
Government, but was ultimately rejected. The Government pointed out that the policy of
total probibition was not feasible from a practical point of view although the Govern-
ment had always aimed at & policy of maximum revenue and minimum consumption,

Acquisition of Private Forests in Chota Nagpur.

On the 7TH MARCH by 556 votes to 33 the Council refused provision of
Re, 1.00,500 for acquisition of private forests of Chota Nagpur. Non-official members
who moved cmission of this ifem urged that acquisition of these forests meant encroach-
ment upon the rights of land-lords and tenants and the Government shovld mot follow
this policy of aequisition, The Government replied that rapid denudation of private
forests of Chota Nagpur had become a matter of”eerious public concern and the only
effective salvation of these forests lay in acgnisition, The Government wag, therefore,
aiming at conservation of the forests which would in course of time prove to be remu-
nerative as well ag of great utility in removing one of the causes of floods in Orisea,

Censure Motion on Ministers Defeated.

On the 8TH MARCH the Swarajist members in the Council raised ouce again
& constitutional debate in moving a token cnt of Rs, 100 on the demand for Ministers’
salaries,

Babu Nirsu Narayan Bingh (Swarajist) who moved the cut said that the motion was
intenderl as a vote of einsure against the present Ministers and against the Ministry,
Hig first grievance against the Ministers was that they violated the very gpirit of the
constitation in accepting tha office without enjoying the confidence of a majority of
elected members and in not advising His Excellency the Governor to invite the Swaraj
Party which he claimed was the majority party, The constitution meant that Ministers
ghould depend on & majority of elected members, No instance, continued the speaker,
could be fonnd where Ministers had violated the constitution in such a manner, He
contended that the Ministers had not enumeciated any definite policy in their term of
office, Tt was a great slur on the province that no capable men could be found to replace
these Ministers who had been appointed for tbe third time, Thus the members other
than the Swarajists were refused the opportunity of shouldering the responsibility.,

Babn Laksbmidhar Mahanthi (Orisea), supporting the motion, complained that Orissa
had not been given a proper share in the administration of the provinece and put forward
the elaim of Oriesa for a third Minister, .

Babn Bhagwati Saran opposed the motion as he thooght that the present Ministers
who had dene good work shonld not be censured like that,

The Hon’ble Mr. Hammond, speaking on the motion, said that the Minisfers ehould
enjoy the confidence of the Honse ag a whole, The Ministers had digcharged their duties
to the satisfaction of the elected members of the Council. As repards the suggestion for
the third Minister for Orissa, he eaid that in the firet Reformed Government they had a
Minister from Orissa. He pointed oot that the repreeentation on the Ministry on
the hasiz of claims of Jocalities and communities was destructive of the development of
a ftrue sense of nationalism, It was wrong to say that the claims of Orisea had not
recaived due consideration, He thonght that it was not the proper time for the Orissa
merbers to raise this side iseue, The Ministers had discharged their duties to the best
of their ability and enjoyed the confidence of the Council as constituted. "

Khan Bahador Mahomed Naim, opposing the motion, said that the whole idea of
of the Swarajists was to wreck the constitution and make the Government impossible a4
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they had come with a definite pledge not to accept office, 1t was, therefore, the duty of
those members who had come to work the Reforms to support the Ministers who had done
excallent work and enjoyed the fullest confidence of members of the House barring the
Swarajists, ;

Babu Rajandhari Singh, opposing the motion, said that the Ministers had not vislated
the constitutio: as they knew they enjoyed the confidence of the people.

The Hon’ble Mr, Ganesh Dutt Singh (Minister for Local Self-Government), replying,
8aid he knew that as a Minister, he was not a permanent fixture nar would those who
succaeded him, The Orissa members wanted a third Minister and that was why they
had joined in the motion for cecmsare. Rut that was for the Government and Hig
Excellency to decide. He know that the Swarajista had their block in the Council, buf
barring them, he claimed that he and his colleagus, Sir Syed Mahomed Fakraddin, had
& larger following than any other members in the Coaneil,

The Hon'ble Sir Syed Mahomed Fakruddin, Minister of Education, replying, said
that after six years of strenuous work to advance the edvecational progress of the
Province, he found that expressions and gestares were used against him which were highly
disappointing, It was gaid that ministership was sweet and tempting to him, He would
tell them that it was not sweet but gour, (A voice : Why not resign it ) He had a high
Position in the Bar with no ministerial rcsponsibility and worries. The Oriya members
8aid that they had nothing personally against the Minister. If so, why ehould they join
in this motion of censure which challenged the character and honour of Ministers ¢ It
Was wrong to say that Ministers had violated the constitutional convention.

Motion Lost,

. On a division the motion was ultimately rejected by 44 votes to 37. Members from
Orissa kept neutral,

Government House Garden Parties,

By a majority of 54 votes to 23, the Council rejected and digsociated itself from the
motion for a token cut of Rs. 100 for provision for staff and houschold of H, E. the
Governor, ,

Mr. Devaki Prasad Sinha (Independent Congress Party) who was the author of this'
motion criticised the management at garden parties of the Government House and
asserted that a distinction was drawn between Indian and Eunropean guests, A number
of members made speeches dissociating themselves from the motioa.

The Hon’ble Mr. Hammond (leader of the House), replying, said that His Excellency
the Governor accepted full respomsibility for the management of his parties and he did
not desire that any official member should defened the household management on the floor
of the House. He continued that in discussing this they could not separate the . host
from hospitality, He pointed ont that there were two kinds of gueste, one who accepted
the hospitality and the other who, on politieal congiderations, did not accept it. Bat the
mover wanted to create a third kind of guests to which India was unaccustomed and the
Touge resented as they enjoy the hoapitality and wonld at the same time criticise and
Cavil at it, The Council then adjourned,

Ministers’ Salaries Voted.

On the 9TH MARCH by a majority of 53 votes to 85 the Council rejected another
Swarajist motion for the total omission of the provision of Rs. 1,15,911 for the Ministers
Swarajists tabled this motion against the dyarchical system of Government, |

Mr, Krishna Ballab Sahay, Swarajist, who moved for the omission of this provision
pointed ont that the D:volution Rule 6 entitled the Governor-General to suspend or revoke
the transferred department, Rule 10 made the services not subordinate to the Ministers
bat 1o the Governor, Section 53 (3) made the Ministers mere advisers, Section 82
entitled the Governor to withhold bis assent from any act of the Council and Bection 72
directed that no appropriation of revennce could be made cxcept with the consent of the
Governor. How could a Minigter ba said to have any powers ! While other countrie,
Coutinued the speaker, have completed the progress of literacy, India had progressed from
3'1 in 1891, to b1 in 1921 and to b 6 in 1925. At this rate literacy wouli be complete in
60 years, Bihar made less progress than India as a whole, Technical education had
been started long before the Reforme, If the Reformed Government conld boast of
Chgineering and medical colleges the pre-Reform Government could po.a.st of the Govt, of
India Act which had given more powers to the Governor and made Ministers powerless,

My, Bridhar S8amal (Depressed elasses) opposing the motion said that the question of
Hiwu-Muoslim, Brahmin-Non-Brahmin differenca s bad to ba sattled before they demand

49
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Swaraj. 1t was wrong to say that the Reforms had not given them anything, He thought
that the constitutional advance should be in stages.

Mr, Sri Krishoa Singh (leader of the 8waraj Party) supporting the motion said that
he had got the highest respect for the Ministers; but he condemned the system of diarchy.
He contended that the Government of India Act bad given the Governor greater powers
with regard to the transferred departments, “The Governor dealt with the Ministers
separately and overuled them when he bappened to differ from them., Then he urged
that the Ministers be given a free hand with regard to the administration of the traos-
ferred departmenis. He then pointed out that they bad not the power of the purse. By
the Reforms there was no change 1n the system of administration and the administration
had become more expensive, This was admitted even by the Ministcrs in their memo-
rapdom to the Beforms Enquiry Committee, "By not allowing this system to continue
they would show that this Government was not carried on by the consent of the people,
He ssked them how they could sanction a system of Government which had mno real

wers, Some members saw the hand of the wrecker in this motion, bnt posterity would
jodge if their action was not guided by national impulse,

Mr, Chandreshwar Prasad Narayan Sinha opposing the motion said that there was
1o reagon why a section of the people having faith in working the Reforms should be
obstructed by another section which had no faith in it.

Rai Shiraj Krishna (Swarajist) supporting the motion asked if 6 years of working
the Reforms had not revealed to them that it had nothing in ik,

The Hon, Sir Syed Mahomed Fakhruddin, Minister of Eduecation, replyiog, said that
his views about diarchy were well-known, He admitted that there were defects in it
and that Ministers bad to work under various restrictions, He himself wanted that the
systex ghould be changed, Thbey had on their part ingpite of these restrictions and limi-
tations done their best. He then referred to the educational progress made in the
province, i

The motion was ultimately rejected by 53 votes to 35. Then the whola decmand of
Re, 50,99,515 under general administration was put to vote and agreed to. The demand
under Administration of Justice was being discussed when the Council adjourned.

Demand under Justice and Jails,

On the 10th MARCH the Council voted demands of Rs. 29,75,694 and Rs. 17,06,738
for administration of justice and jails and convict gettlement respectively, There was
a discussion on a tolken cut of Rs, 100 proposed on the administration of justice in the
course of which the members called attention to the delay in giving effect to the proposal
of separation of the judicial and executive functiong and urged the appointment of a
Muslim-Judge on the beneh of the Patna High Court. It was replied on bekalf of the
Government that the recommendations of the local Governmen$ with regard to the pro-
posal of geparation of judicial and executive functions were under consideration of the
Government of India and the Government would in future most carefully consider tha
propriety and desirability of appointing a Mnssalman as a High Court Judge, The
motion” was ultimately withdrawn, The demand under “ Police” was being discussed
when the Council adjourned.

On the 11TH MARCH the Council voted a number of budget demands for grants
including Rs. 73,84,187 for Police and Rs, 1,39,791 for Education (Leserved) respectively,
His Exzceliency Sir Henry Wheeler and 'Lady Wheeler were present in the Distinguished

Visitors Gallery. ,
Primary Education in Bihar,

On the 14TH MARCH tbe Counncil discussed the Swarajist motion for a token cut of
Rs. 100 inthe demand for education (transferred). A number of members including
Mr, Ramdayaiu Sinha, mover, Mr, Niren Narayan Siogh and Mr, Mubarak Ali took the
gpporiunity to discurs the education policy and call attention to gpeeifio (uestions
gonneeted with it. The mover and Mf, Nireu Narayan fingh contred their criticism on
’1'im_ﬂﬂ}' gdneation which they considered had not enMeisnbly advasesd nuil arged that
ooal bodies should be given fred diceretion to work oot the edupation poliey regarding
primary eduncation, Mr, Nirsu Narsyan characterised the policy as detrimenial to the
{nterests of the people and asserted that, during the last 6 years, Ministers of Eduoation
had not laid down any definite policy with regard to primary education which was most

esgential for educating the masses.
Mr. Mubarak Ali drew attention to Moslem education in the province and demanded

‘that fair treatment should be accorded to it,
Hon, Sir Fakhruddin, Minister of Education, replying, assured the members that it was

not hie policy to impoes any restrictions mpon local bodies with regard to any Ppro-
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gramme of primary education, He would be the last person to interfere with the
discretion of the local bodies in working out a programme, If any restrictions had been
put, they bad been put from pona fid: motives, It was the desire of the Government to
séc that primary education was spriad as quickly as possible, But the whole guestion
was about funds, The Hon, Minister had not concluded his speech when the Council
adjourned,

Mr. Hammond Congratu'ated.

On the 16TH MARCH, the Council reassembling, members from all sections and
party groups took opportunity to congratulate the Hon'ble Mr, Hammond (leader of the
House) on his new appointment as Governor 6f Assam,

Mr, Sri Krishna Singh, leader of the Swarajya Party, Messrs Mubarak Ali, Devaki
Pragad Sinha and Sri Krishna Mahapatra and others participating in chorus of congratu-
lations wished Mr, Hammond success in his new exalted office,

The Hon’ble Mr, Hammond thanked them in reply and said that he was very sorry
to leave Bihar with which he had old associations, j

Voting on Budget Grants Concluded,

To-day was the last day for voting on Government Budget demands for grants, At
five in the evening the guillotine was applied and all the remaining Government demands
were put to vote and carried. The Council adjouined till next day when supplementary
demands were taken up,

5 Sir H, Wheeler’s Farewell Address,

On the 16TH MARCH, in his farewell address to the Bibar and Orissa Legislative
Council, His Excellency Sir Henry Wheeler said that he did not leave the province
in a state of financial despondency in which he found it and he repgarded it with
satisfaction that they, under the constitution as it stood, whatever might be their views
Tegarding it, had been able to do some work of value. Relating the parable of the
Stranded wayfarer, His Excellency exhorted them to face facts, shoulder loads, welcome
the help of all who offered it, trust to a wise leader and disregard false guides and set
forth along the winding road in good heart and with single-minded sincerity of purpose
and the dawn would sce them home, He assured them that they had many official well-
wishers on their journey, Some of them perchance were apt to regard them as the .
hosts of the maidan prowling round and roand, others to resent it when they deprecated
short cuts or pointed out false trials, But officials, he continued, had already shared
the fatigue of many a hot, long and dusty march and they cffered them their belp on
the remainder of the way.

Concluding, His Execellency said that they had come to a stage together and his
good-will went with them on the rest of the ronte, To all who had helped in accomplishing
whatever during the last five years had been achieved, he offered his sincerest personai
acknowledgments and his parting wishes were for the welfare of them all and of the
Province which bhe had endeavoured to serve,

Voting on Supplementary Grants,

After going through the last day’s programme and voting a number of supplemeniary
demands for grants which occupied the whole day the Bibar and Orissa Legislative Council
adjourned to-day *¢ sine die,”
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The Burma Leé'gislative Council.

The Budget Session of the Burma Legislative Council was cpencd by H, E, the
Governor on the 24TH JANUARY 1927, There was a large attendance of members, The
visitors’ gallery was also full, There was a large crowd in the vicinity of the Council {o
greet His Excsllency. '

. In addressing the Council His Excellency spoke on the advancement of Burma and
Rangoon, After referring to the visits of the Commander-in-Chief, Sir Basil Blnckett
and Sir Ronald Ross, he made a general survey of the condition of the provinee which
he said was satisfactory. - In the course of the survey he touched on agriculiufal expan-
pion of maritime trade and progress made by the development trust, public health,
breaches on railway line, crime position, communications, university and recent degpatch
of expedi‘ion to the Triangle to abolieh slavery, As regards agriculture, the Governor
ga'd there wae a record rice crop and althomgh harvests in Upper Burma had euflered.
the general outlonk was satisfaclory. In maritime trade there had been great expansion
in the year 1925-26. The number of ships which entered into the ports was 1676, as
compared with 1894 of Bombay and 1194 of Calcuita, The net registercd tonpage was
4 millions tons in Rangoon as compared with 4 and balf milions in Bombay and about
2 and seven-eight millions in Calcutta, Rangoon was now the sccond port in the Indian
Empire. Public health on the whole Lad been satisfaciory aund, in this conrection, His
Excellency :referred to the presence of the British Social Hygiene Ccancil Delegation in
Rangoon and enquiries now being conducted by the Health Ccmmittee appointed by
the local Government. Regarding railway breaohes, be romarked that the Government
realiced that the question of flooding was a very serious one and tbal 1.0 unneceseary delay
would take place in taking action on the reports of the Committee which would Le
publiched shortly, The latest returns of- crime, the Gevernor olseived, were very cncour-
aging, though ibe crime searon was not yet in full twing and he was mnot dispused to
prophesy. He thought they were procerding on the right lines to bring crime back
to resonable dimensions, Muzder, he gaid, bad not yet ghown an appreciable tendency
to decrease; but the Committee appointed to fackle this difficult question would shortly
gnbmit its report, Here he testified to the excellent tard woik of the District Officers
and police forces in the suppresgion of crime. Communication, His Exzcellency pointed
ont, were steadily improving. He expected to gei rcme refurn for the heavy outiay on
the Migaldon Cantonment which shovwld be rcady for occupation in the next October,
The University, he observed, was emerging from difficultics which beeet its biith and
everything was in the train for rapid advance, He gave the sssurance that the Govern-
ment womld do all in its power to assist the University to an early completicn of its
building schemes, His Excellency spoke on the recent Durbar held at Myitkyina and on
the eelting out of Mr, Barnard and his assistants on the detailed work of the errancipa-
tion of slaves in the triangle, He trugted that this would be carricd out piomptly and
successfnlly and the blot on the fair name of the Province would be removed, In this
connection His Excelleney acknowledged the great scsistance received from Lord lrwin
and Sir Basil Blackett,

Concluding he referred to the great importance of the Sessicn, this heirg the last
over which Sir Robert Giles presided. - He tlanked 8ir Robert for the eervices reudered to
the Province and felt it at it wounld be hard to find successor to him,

The Budget for 18927-28,

After the Governor had left the Ceuncil, there was a ghort interval when the Couneil
resomed its ression, New members ineluding Mr, U, Mg. Gyce, ¢x-Edveation Minicter
were sworn in, The Finance Member then presented the kudget.

The budget sanctioned by the Legislative Council in March 1926 assumed the
opening Lalance of Rs. 2,82,50,000 receipts arcounting to Rs. 10,67,33,000 ard an expendi-
ture of Rs, 11,81, 86,000 (of which Re. 2,03,82,000 was clagsed as capital expenditere)
dnd a closing balance of Re, 68,28,000, The opening balance fell short of the estimate
by Rs. 39,27,000. The year 1925-26 was consideiably less favonrable to the agricalturigt
than the previous year amd altheugh receipts exceeded expenditure, it fell ehort of the
estimates adopted in March 1925, The gurplus was below anticipations during the curreng
year, 8o far as cam be peen af preeent and despite the facts that rains have

i

been normal,
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the estimates both of receipts and expenditure which were adopted last March will be
worked up to within the exceptiou, Provision was made under debt beads for a loan of
Rs. 65 lakhs. {0 the Rangoon Port Trust, The Commissioners have decided to raiee a Joan
in the open market and provision for the loan will not be required. On information as
present available, it hag been estimated that the closing balance on the 31st March 1927
will be Re, 90 lakbs or Rs. 21,72,000, more than the cstimate. This amount of Rs' 90 lakba
has been adopted as the opening balance ia the budget for 1928, :

Estimates for 1928,

_ For the purposs of the budget for thecoming year, continuance of the existing taxes
is assumed, It is estimated the ordinary revenue receipts will amount ‘to Rs, 10,36,24,000
and ordinary expenditure charged to revenune to Rs, 10,03,84,000. It js proposed to
incur a capital expenditure amounting to Rs. 2,58,61,000, of which one Rs, 1,29,11,000
represents expenditure for which loans are not admissible under Debt Heads, Receipts
anticipated are Rs, 80,75,000 (excluding the loan of Rs, 1,36,00,000 which it is proposged Lo
take from provineial loans fund) and expenditure Rs. 28,44,000, Towards this =there 1is
available from the anticipated opening balance (excluding the amount to the eredit of

- Provincial Famine Insurance Fund Rs, 1,26,000 which cannot be used for ordinary

expenditure) only Rs, 88,74,000. It is proposed to bridge the gap by borrowing one
Rs. 1,36,000 from Provincial Loans Fund of the Central Government less any remigsion of
Provineial contribution which the Central Government may grant. This amount is loss
by Bs, 88,47,000 than the balanco which is expected to be at the credit of the local
Government on the Ist April 1927 on account of its loans and advances to local bodies.
agricnlturists and others and it will not be neccssary to borrow for any specific purpose
or to transfer from revenwe to capital account any capital cxpenditure incurred in the
past on the objects for which loans were admissible,

The finaveial position of the Province cp the 31st March 1928 is thus:—It is
estimated on the 31st March 1928 provincial balance will be reduced to Rs 2,10,000,
Balanca at the crcdit. of the Province on account of loans and advance by the local
Government will be Rs 1,72,88,000 and the Frovinee will owe Rs, 1,36,00,000 to Provincial
Loans Fund of the Central (lovernment, The Province will bs committed a large pro-
gramme of exp=nditure on public works, It will be impossible to carry these to completion
without borrowing some two and half crores annually, Charges on loans necessary to
carry the programme through to completion could be met by the margin between ordinaty
receipts and ordinary expenditure supplemented by the entire remission of the provineial
contribution ; but it will be necessary to avoid further heavy comuitments on mnon-
FE?"“CH"C schemes and to corb severely the present tendency to increase recurring liabi-
ities,

The Finance Member pointed out that on the reserve side, increase in expenditure
has been comparatively much less than on the transferred subjcots and in sepport quoted
figures, He paid a tribute to Mr. Booth Gravely, Secretary, Mr, Gilliatt, Additional
Secretary, Rai Sahib Ashutosh Basu, Assistant Sccretary and others of tle Finance Depart-
ment for their unstinted co-operation in the latorions task of the preparation of the budget.

Other Basiness.

The official business transacied after the presentation of the hudget was the intro-
duction of a Bill to determine the salary of the President of the Burma Legislative Couneil
(Bs. 4,000), The Couneil then adjourned till the 1st Febroary,

Foreigners' Marriage with Burmese Women, |

On the 18T FEBRUARY, discussion was resumed on the resolution fur application
of Buddhist laws (o marriages contracted between Burman Buddhist womea and foreigners.
Mr, A, Eggar, Government Advocate, explained what the law oun the subject, was ab
Present, He pointed out the objections which came in the way of carrying ont such a
motion, He thought the matter was of all-{ndia importance and could have been belter
discussed in the Legislative Assembly though he doubted it ever wonld have'met with
much succegs there. If the intention of the mover was to protcct ignorant Burmese
women, the best means wouid be to start propaganda ehowing the dn.ngers avising aut of
such marriages. He stated that codification of Buddhist laws was coming up before; the
Couneil and the mover would have then & better opportunity of moving ‘au amendment
to the main Bill to carry out his desire. i : {

The Home Member said that the commitice was now discnssing the Bill and the
mover conld give his views to one of the three xqumbcrs ntl the Council ou the Committee,
He expected the Bill would be before the Council in the September session,

The regolation was then withdrawn.

i
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State Management of Burmese Railwaya.

The question of State management versus company management was the gubjeet-
matter of another resolution discussed in the Council, - Mr, U, Pu, lcader of the Home Lule
Party, moved that this Council considers that the best intercsts of the province are
the present circumstances likely to be scived by State management of Burma railways
on the termination of the present.contiact and requests the local Government to take the
opportunity of recommending this view t6 the India Government and the Sccretary of
State, The mover, in urging the reasong, said that practically they had no voice in the
management and that Burmans were not given sufficient encouragement to foin rail-

way service, - :

A nun:ber of members took part in the discussion, most of them supporting State
mianagement,

The Finance Member informed the House that Government benches would nob vote
on the motion, In explaining this attitude, he gaid that a similar motion ~was disallowed
lust year by the Governor, the subject matter being central. This ye r the motion has
been allowed as the India Government wanted to know the opinion of the local Govern-
ment and the latter would like to be guided in this matter by non-ofiic al opinion in this
House, According to the present arrangement, the contract with the Burma Railway
would terminate on a year's notice, He asked the House to consider the disadvautages
that may result fiom State management so long as Burma remains part of the Indian
Empire. He also quoted instances of several countries where State management had not
proved to be a success,

Mr, Crosthwaite, Officiating Agent of Burma Railways, spoke refating the mover’s
reason regarding employment of Burmans and the Railway Advisory Committee,

The resolution was then carricd without division, The Council then adjourned, -

Removal of Sex Disqualification,

On the S3RD FEBRUARY Mr. Thein "Maung, the Nationalist Party’s chief whip,
introduced a Bill for enconraging the national sports of Burma, It wanted to provide
a permanent institution to be called national sports institution and association for Burma
as a body corporated with & common seal with the head c¢ffice in Rangoon, The Bill
gtated that the association should have the power to take all lawful steps in any part of
Barma for promoting field and aquatic sports and games or exhibitions of ekiil in which
competition or display depends upon human endeavour withouat the aid of horse or other
animals, The mover proposed referring the Bill to a Select Committee,

The Home Member, in opposing, said that the Bill would clagsh with the village and
police acts and such associations could better be formed with private enterprise. The

motion was put to vote and lost by 21 sgainst 41.

Removal of Sex Disqualification,

The next item cn the agenda which evoked much interest was Mr, A Maung Gyee's
tezolution recommending to the Government the removal of sgex disqualification eclauses
from the Purma electoral rules. The mover described the important position occupied by
women in Burma and the amount of freedom enjoyed by them both in the past and the
pregent times, In many respects, he opined they were far ahead of the women in India,
He pointed out to the advancement made by Indian women in the direction of political
emareipation of the country and he could find no reason why Burmese women ghould
have any bar on them, He thought their presence in the Council would be very usciul
during the discuesion of such subjects as public health and sanitation,

After the resolution bad been discussed for sometime by the non-official members,
the Home Member, opposing the resolution, said Burma was never known to have a

repregentative ipstitution on western lines and women not Leing versed in western insti-

tutions of this kind, the resolution waeg, in his opinion, premature, He thought they
wounld wait for the Statutory Commission and then place their views fot the removal of
such diequalification before the Commigsion, Though there were numerous women's
associations all over the province, no rTepresentation has been received from them, He
raiged the question wheiber Pongyis would at all like to be legislated by women and
expressed strongdoubt, The resolution was pressed to a division and lost by 46 against 8.

Closure of Rice Liguor Shops,
The ouly other item of business disposed of at the Council meeting on this day was a

non-official resolntion recommending to the Government to close all Hlawea (rice liguor)
shops in Burma on the expiry of their carrent licences, The resclution was lost, The

Counci} then adjourned,
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General Discussion of the Budget.

On the 4TH FEBRUARY, the whole day was devoted to a general discussion of the
budget. Nine non-official members participated.

Mr, U, PU, leader of the Nationalist Party, and ex-Minister, opened the debate by
thanking the President for unfailing courtesy to his party and for Lis fairness and justice
in dealing with the whole house on all occasions. He criticised the budget as a whole
and pointed out how extensive retrenchment could be carried out first of all by reduciug
the number of officials, He said, that Yunzamin water-supply scheme was the gigantic
and did not approve of money being spent on it, The Government having paid no heed
to the warning against squandering money, the rerult was the parlous state of finances
of the province, He regretted nothing has been done so far regarding the suggested schieme
of land mortgage bauk, He criticised inereased expenditure in police estimates. The
burden of taxation, he said, was grewing heavier and the Government was spending
money lavishly instead of trying to reduce expenditure and to decrease taxation.

Mr. TYABJI (Swarajist) felt that the financial position of Burma was cdeplorable.
The provinee did not possess a balance, If the Government inteuded to borrow, they
would not be able to pay the loan next year whilst the expenditure was isereasing,
There was no corresponding increase in the revenue. Unproduetive projects of civil
works swallowed up large sums of money, He opioed that a great deal of money conid
be saved by economy and expenditure,

Mr, Narayana RAO (nominated labour member) regarded it as the clearest.budget,
He had not the same horror for borrowing as other speaksrs so long as the finances of
the province were sound. During the pzst few years, he sail, Burma had made rapid
stridee epecially in education, The budget had alse made generous contributions to the
building of hospitals etc. He asked the Government to enquire why excise licences were
going up and to find out means to stop illicit traffic of liquor if it was a fact,

Mr, U. PU, leader of the Home Rule Party, also paid a tribute to the President,
He agreed with the leader of the Nationalist Party in the criticiems made by him. He
considered the working of the various departments unsalisfactory and urged systcmatic
and rigid scheme of rctrenchment, The country, he opined, was groaning under the
taxation, He wanted the development of the country to be carried along lines beneficial
to Burmans, such as increase in the number of co-operative socicties and baunks, further
expansion of education etc., and not along the lines which facilitated outsiders to enrich
themselves. He remarked that if the Government only took tronble to make people con-
tented and happy there would be less crime and consequently iess expendituie on the
police foree, » :

Mr, DEGLANVILLEGE, leader of the Tndependent Party, reminded the House that
most of the civil works projects were started by Nationalists when they were inolfice
and he left it to them to insist that these scheraes be proceeded with, He saw that Mr,
Tyabji wanted to cnt down the expenditure in communications and devote money to
cottage 1ndustries and agriculture, What could they do with their produce .Withont com-
munications 7 He regarded the criticisms made by opposits benches (Nationalist, Home
Rulg and Swaraj Parties) were destructive. With regard to the deficit of two crores in
budget, he was in favour of issuing premiom bonds.

Official Reply to Oriticisms, :
On the 5TH FEBRUARY, members of the Cabinet replied to criticisms of the budget,

Dr, BA YIN, Minister in charge of Education, local Belf-Government, Public Health
and Exocige. stated that the Government was doing its besi to educate children of the
country, He denied the allegation that the University of Rangoon was the monopoly
of the rich as described by one member, With regard to public health, the Government
was also doing its best both for urban and rural population, He instanced some measures
adopted to show that rural population’s interests were not Ovcrlooked.‘ He informed the
Houose that the Government was collecting information for a scheme of benefit both 1o
medical practitioners in indigencus system and to the country., The excise policy he
remarked was not influenced by revenus consideration, So long there was ‘the demand,
the Government could not cut supply as guch a policy would }ead_ to illjeis trnfﬁc_ He
quoted figures to show that there had been steady gradual expansion in th3 expenditure on
transferred subjects. .

Mr. L, AHYAIN, baiinister in charge of Forest and Agriculture, referring to crit.,i.
cisms about the land mortgage banks said that detailed steps were taken to draft the bill
for the purpose and he expected that he would presert it to ‘l.l:e Hpnse next Angust,
Deforestation scheme was being tried at Prome, deforssied arens being given to the poor
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for cultivation, He was surprised at the statement tbat communications and civil works
are unprodoctive, As regards roads, he remarked they were important for trade, while
civil works comprised buildings for hospital, for the education of children and for
judieial and public officers, all necessary for the better Government of the coauntry.
Regarding the suggestion made tnat Burma ghould be raised to Japanese standard in
industries, he pointed out that Barma was principally an agricoltural country and there
conld be no comparison. There were ample cottage industries for the present needs of
Burma and they were encouraging them, i

gir J. A. MAUNG GYI, Home Member, considered himself fortunate that few
critieisms had been levelled against him, perhaps due to the fact that the opposition benches
realised that he had been in office for only a few months. Replying to criticiems made
by a member about cutting down the expenditure in housing the police, he said the police
were badly boused and considering the important work they were doing they should be
made comfortable.. About increased police expenditure, he eaid that as soon as crime
decreased, expsnditure would also decrease.

Sir William KEITH, Finance Member, replying said that very few criticisms had
been made at the cstimates for 1927-28. Hitherto, Burma bad found money for capital
expenditure from rice control profits, but towards the end of the year, they would have
to borrow not a very large sum and they would have to continue doing so, But eo long
as income was steady, the position was not sericus as some members tried to make out.
What they would have to be careful about in foture was to see that recurring expenditure
did not rise as fast as it bad, The matter rested with the Finance Committee who
would have to scratinise carefully fresh proposals in future to see money gprnt on capital
expenditure 80 as not to involve recurring liabilities. Regarding the outery against new
police courts, be faid that from a commercial standpoint the building was 8 good propo-
gsition as it would honse many courts and offices which were now in rented buildings.
Yunzalin scheme to augment water-supply wihs already in progrees and the Council wounld
have an opportunity of discussing the whole scherne when demand was made for grants,
He pointed out the importance of civil works, The Finance Member admitted the return
from irrigation was much quicker than roade, but he pointed out that roads, though
they did not bring any revenue directly, were of great importance to the development of
tyade and agriculture, Tarning to excise, he emphasised that the policy was not guided
by financial considerations, So far. Burma was the only province in India which has
not imposed fresh taxation and he did not think the people had much cause for grievance,
even in case fresh taxation was imposed, -

The total incyease in expenditure on education was much greater than that on
police. He reminded the Fouse that the expenditure on police depended on the state of the
country, In regard to the suggestion of raising money by premium bonds, the Finance
fember was in favonr of it and if some suitable schemes were put forward and the
Government of India were indueed to sanction it, then Burma wounld be able to have such

a scheme within its borders,
Official Business,

Four official bills inclnding the President’s Sajary Bill fixing the salary of the
glected President at Be. 4,000 per month were passed without discussion, The Couneil

then adjonrned,

Voting on Demands.

On the 7TH FEBRUARY the Finance Member submitted certain revised figure of
the budget. He then moved the demand for Rs, 2,67,31,600 on behalf of his departments,
Several cuts were proposed but all of them were either lost or withdrawn,

Mr, U, Pu, Leader of the Home Rule Party, moved a cot of four lakhs of Tupees to be
mmisgion on capilation tax collection under land revenue, The mover gnid that
the Government had promised the abolition of capitation and thathameda taxes within
¢ year, He was gurprised to see the two taxes inclnded in the budget estimate for the
coming ycar, Whenever demand was made for_i l»:c abolition of the taxes, the Government
opposed it by asking what substitutes the oppusition proposed to il roduce, His _r(-ply
was if the Government practised economy, there would be no nccessity of substitutes,
He opposed the collection of thege two taxes. LAy

The Finanee member said that a similar amendment was made last year, but the House
did not aceept ik, Village headmen bad to be remuncrated in some way for the collection
of the taxes, The Government was awaiting the Teport of the Capitation and Thathameda
Tazes Bnguiry Committee appointed to enquire into eubstitutes for the taxes and until

paid as o
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that report and the Secretary of State’s assent to the snbstitutes proposed were received,
it would be futile to ask for abolition of the taxes, The motion was lost.

Discussion on the Working of Reforms,
On the 8STH FEBRUARY the Finance Member's demand for Bs. 2,§7,3l,500 WAaB
put to the House and carried,
The Home Member then asked for Rs. 3,34,74,600 for his departments,

Mr. J, K. MUNSHI, Independent, proposed a cut of Rs, 100 in connection with
the demand under ¢ Provineial Legielative Couneil ™, Hcated debate extending almost
over the whole day took place over this amendment and scveral non-official members, both
nominated and elected, representing different parties and intercsts, ag well as several
officiale, participated in it, Mr. Munshi said the objects of his motion was to raise a
discussion on the working of the Reforms and to give the council an opportonity of ex-
pressing their opinion thereon, At the ontset, he desired to know whether nominated
members were sent to the House to vote for the Government, irrespective ef personal
views, Continuing, he said that during the earlier perod of the Reforms, the Govern-
" ment gave all the information the Houss desired but now with an assured majority

the attitunde of the Government wasg changed. That was not the way to work the I‘u}-
forms successfully, There were oceasions on which official members might have refrai-
ned from voting ; but they did not do so, He instanced the motion for the removal of
sex-disqoalification which was lost, He criticised the Independent and Go_]den Valley
parties for always voting with the Clovernment in spite of the shortcomings of the
Govarnment benches, He thought that Burma had no reason to be disconraged and
he kioped there would be a return to a spirit of co-operation which marked the working
of the Council in the first three years,

The Nationalist leader, Mr, U, PU, said the attitude of the Government in the present
council showed that they had no desire to do things the people want(.d. The present
Government was in reality burcaucratic though apparently representative in form.

Mr, U. PU, Home Rule leader, accased the Government of luring the members of th.a
Nationalist, Swarajist and Home Rule parties to the Government side. He opined if

the Government would adopt a gpirit of friendly co peration, many existing grievances
would disappear,

Mr, Mahomed AUZAM, member of the Independent Party, opposing said he had
heard opposition members saying that they are going into the council to oppose the
Government but he had not heard a single member saying that he was going to oppose what
Wwas wrong, He was ready for co-operation if he found the proposals put forward were
constuctive,

Mr, Narayana RAO, nominated labour member said he had Do other aim than to
do some thing gooi for the labourers, He repudiated the criticisms made abput h_ls
change of attitude since he became a nominated member, He thought officials in

Burma were more democratic than those in India and Burma bad made substantial
progress,

" Mr, BRANDER, Chief Secretary, said the reason why the Government was unable
a% times to give the desired information was due to delay in obtaining such information,
He agsured the House that the nominated members were frea to vote as they liked,

Mr. Booth GRAVELY, Secretary, Finance Department, said that the present House

Was more parliamentary in character, there being a Ministerial party in kL
vote with the Ministers, ; |

After father discussion, the FINANCE MEMBER eaid that the Government had
peen accuged of non-co-operation, but if the proceedings of the connoil were oongidered,
1t would seew that the Government seized every opportunity not only to co-oprl'ate ?nt
to work the Reforms successfully, He referred to the formation of_mnny Standing
Committees to show how the @overnment was desirous of co-operating, /When the

overnment opposed the- resolution it did so in the best interest of the country. The
Yovernment had given way in many instances against better judgment simply (o meet
the wishes of the people. Comparing the last council to the present ome, he said the
last couneil was unrenl, For example, one of the Ministers had been tha l:ader of a
party which wag playing the role of opposition, while in the present both Miplstem
bad *theip recognised following and were supported by them, copt‘[nuing,‘thc Finsnee
Member said that the nominated members voted with the opposition on many past
occasions, They never came into the council with a mentality amenable to reasons
adduced by the Government. He concluded by eaying that the government had been
doing ite best to serve the interests of the country, The Home Member agsured that

50
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every consideration would be given to their grievances, He also explained the atti-
tude of the Government,
Mr, Munehi then withdrew bis motion, The Council adjourned till next day,

Home Member’s Reference to Revd, Ottama,

On the 9TH FEBRUARY the Council disposed of some of the cuts propoged in
the Home Member's demand, At about 4 P. m. members of the Home linle, Nwaraj,
and Nationali t parties walked ont as & protest against what they regarded to be the sligh-
tmg reference made by the Home Member against U. Ottama in the conrse of a di-cussion
over a cut moved by U, Py, leader of the Home Rule Party, '

In moving the amendment Mr. U, PU said he asked two questions about U, Ottama
now in jail, The first one wanted to elicit infermation about the time of his release and the
sccond to ascertain whether he was in Rangoon jail or elsewhere, The Government 1eply
was that they were not prepared to make any statement on the subject, He could under-
siand that the reagon of the Government for not replying to the first one was to avoid
demonstration by the public bat he condemned reticencs of the Government regarding
the whereabout of U, Oltama. ;

The Home Member, in the course of his reply, remarked fhat Ottama was one of
sbout 20 to 30 thousand criminals in Jail and it was not possible to keep information of
each and Ottama was not such a prominent man as Lord Birkenhead or Lioyd George.
This remark abont Ottama proveked strong criticisms by several members who spoke
highly about Ottama's services and strongly criticised the attitude of the Home Member
in his reference to U. Ottama,

Mr, U, Pu, winding up the debate on the cut, said he would leave the Council if the
Home Member did not withdraw his remarks. The Home Member, replying, said that
the reference he had made abent Ottama was nothing extraordinary, He deseribed Ottama
a8 one of the many ordinary prisoners, The mover of the cut said that the Home Member
mwost withdraw his remarks abont Ottama, The Home M¢mber could mot change his
attitnde and he did not comsider he had done anything wrong or anything for which he
could be taken to tack,

At this stage, the mover left the Chambir and members of the three partics walked
ouf of the Counveil,

Continuing the Home Member said it was a matter of opinion whether Ottama was
the idol of the country as described by some members. Oltama was convieted for sedition
and under “ Vinaza" rules any monk dabbling in * politics was psendo-menk, The
mover bad not waited to hear what the Home Member had to 58y,

As the three partice left the Couneil, only threa mcmbers, Messrs, Campagnac, Rafi
and Munshi voted for the cut, while members of the Independent and Golden Valley
parties besides officiale voted against it, The motion for cut wasg thus lost by an over:
whelming majority, The Council then adjourned,

A People’s Party Formed,

After the walk ont the members of Nationalist, Swaraj and Home Rule Partics and some
non-parly members of the Buima Legislative Conneil assembled anid passed a resolution
that in view of the peculiar defects in the dyarchical system of Reforms in Burma and
tndue advantage thereol by official members as demonstrated by their indifferent and un-
compromicing attitude in the Council towards the prople’s representatives and also because
of the digscourteous remarks made by the Homae Member in reference to Rev, U. Ottama,
it i8 becoming imperative that the people's party composed of Nationalists, Home Rulers
and Hwarajists and some of the non-party Independents be constituted forthwith, It was
further reeolved that the fundamental principle of this party be the refusal of aceaptance
of any office in the gift of the Government until the revision of reforms when the position
will be recongidered, An Executive Commitice was formed and the leader, deputy leaders
8ud whips were elccted,

Discussion of Police Expenditure,

On the 10TH FEBRUARY, discuseion mainly centred round the demand for Re,
127,638,000 under the head “ Police,” The motion for cut wag eventually lost by a
majority of 30 votes, Members who walked out yesterday attended the Council to day.

Mz, U, Ba Pe, Nationalist, in moving the cut =aid that the total polica expenditure
was the highest so far, The Government point was that the increase was due to their
desire to suppress erime, but he was of opinion that mere increase in police foree would not
rednce erime and if the Governmeni looked after the economiec conditions of the people,
there wag no necessity for snch high expenditure under this head, Instead of apending
money on police stations etc., it would be better to spend money on the poor, to give them
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education, to encourage industries, to assist the gnltivato_rs ﬁnancia]ly' and to improve
public health, These improvements would considerably help Teduction of cr:meg. He
criticiscd new appointments of two Deputy Inepectors-General of Police. He referred to
the lack of co-operation between people and police am! aLtrll.mtcd the fa.ulr. to the latter, g

Mr, Brander, Chicf Secretary, in opposing the motion, said that the increase i? ?xpend_l-
ture was not g0 heavy as deecribed by the mover, He quoted previous years' figures in
support of his stalement, He added that the inerease in the catimates for 1927-.28 was
partly for the purpose of putting into operation schemes already approved. Bome increase
in expenditure was also cansed by increments in salary, New appointments of pepnty
Inspectors-General were created to solve the crime problem and the position in this
rcapect would be reviewed in future, He opined that these appointments would help better
detection of crime, } 2

After a number of members had spoken in support of and against the cut, Mr, U, Ba
Pe replicd urging better village orgauisation to reduce crime. \ =L

The Home Member quoted figures to show that increase in police force has taken place
and this he said was necessitated by the increase in crime in the recent past. As regards
cconowic conditions of the pople, he said Burmans thcmselvca' were respensible for :;hat :
for he himself as a Burman knew that Burmans were  the laziest under the sun.” He
Tegretted the absence of constructive criticism, The motion as already stated was lost,
The Conncil then adjourned,

Forest Minister’s Demands,

On the 11TH FEBRUARY the total demand for Re. 3,34,74,600 made by the Home
Membér was carried, all cats proposed having been lost, The Forest Minister then moved
a demand for Rs, 2,26,45,400 for his departments. The only cut proposed to-day on the
Forest Minister's demaud was that by U. Pu, formerly leader of _the Home Rnle_ I_’art.y",
and now deputy leader of the newly formed People’s Party refusing the Forest Minister's
galary of Re, 60,000, The motion was debated the whole day and cventual_ly lost. ) :

U, Pu in moving the cut said that he wanted to kill (llyarcby by .refusmg tpe Mmistqr 8
ealary, because dyarchy was unworkable, The oposition bad arrived at this conclusion
from the experience gained by the Nationalists after they hafi worke._d| the reforms for .
three years, Aunother intention was to express no confidence in the Ministry because they
were puppets in the bands of glovified Under-Secretaries and guided by what the BSec-
retaries thought, He criticised the appointment of the Hon'ble L. Ah Yain on the ground
that he was a member of the Chincse community. ; AL, 8 _

U. Obn Pe, in supporting, complained of the fact that only & few Burmans had been

yeernited for the Indian Forest Service and been given promotions {rom Trovincial to the
Imperial Service.

Both Mr, Auzam aod Mr. Munshi opposed the motion and criticised the racial issue
raised by the mover,

Mr, Munshi also said that nothing would be gainéd by non-co-
operation,

The Forest Sccretary, Mr, Cooper, in explaining the principle of recruitment for the
Imperial Service, eaid it had ceaged since the Lee Report bad been published. Promotions
from Provincial to Imperial Sarvies were restrioted by the authorities higher than the
Minister of Forests.

~ The Hon'ble Minister, in opposing the motion, said that the mover had statei thaf
hisidea was to kil dyarchy and to that end he moved a cut ou the demand for
Minister's salary; but a similar attempt made in Bengal, he pointed cut, resulted in the
travsferred subjocts becoming reserved, The Furest Minister was as. gool & Burman as
4y with Burmese names were in the opposition benches.  Bection 96 of the Government
of India Act stated e No native of Britith India nor any subject of His Majesty resident
therein sball, by reason only of his religion, place of birth, descent, colonr, or any of
them, be disabled from holding any office under the Crown in India," After gwu‘Jg hiis
Cxperience ae the former Forest Minister, he gaid the present Minister was also as
desirons of doing good to Burmans as he was. Hg asked whcrc[rom't-hc mover got the
Information that the Ministers were puppets in the hands of the Bocrelaries. They should
haturally look to the Secretaries for necessary belp as they were trm)ned mef, hlf the
present Ministers wirs puppets, then the leader of the people’s Party (U. Pu) must himself
have heen a puppet as he was a Minister. He concluded by saying that there was no
gabstanco in the argument adduced by the mover, ] e
'he motion v%as pressed to di{rision and lost, there being 54 votes in favour of the
Overnmont against nil as the other side did not go to ths lobby, i

The President in eriticising the members whao pressed for division but did not go to
the lobby said they hud abused. the privilege and bad shown digcourtesy to the Qomneil,

The Council then adjourned,
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Deportation of Chinamen,

At question time to-day the Home Member replying to a question said that 147
Chinamen were deported during 1925 and 162 in 1926 uader the Forcigners Act from
Burma,

Forest Minister’s Demand,

On the 12TH FEBRUARY, U, Pu (ex-Minister), leader of the People’s Party, referred
to the charge of discourtesy made against the members who refuscd to go to the lobby
yesterday and raid his party was under the impression that the matter was left to their
discreticn, consequnent on what the Government benches did in September last. The
President accepted the explanation and eaid it was not justifiable to force a divieion
unless there was some reasonable denbt as to the reenlt, Cuts under the Forest Minister’s
demand were then taken and dieposed of, majority being withdrawn after discussion.
The total demand for Rs, 2,26,45,400 made by the Forest Minister for bis departments
was then put to vote and passed, '

Education Minister's Demand,

The Hon’ble Dr. Bo Yin, Education Minister, then moved for demand for
Rs, 2,60,69,300 for department under his charge. Two importsant cuts under this demand,
one refusing Rs.60,000 for ealary to tha Education BJinister and tle other refuosing
rI!irs._5,00,000 for Mergui Seawall and reclamation works were put to vote and lest without

ivigion,

Mr. U, Pu, Leader of the people’s Party, moving to-day the refusal of the Edueation
Minister’s salary, urged the same grounds as he did yesterday in refusing the Forest
Minister's salary. His further point was that Ministers were unable to act up to the
people's wishes as expressed by people’s representatives in {he Council, BSo he wanted to

kill dyarchy by refusing the salary, "
Mr. Narayan Rao spoke strongly on the racial question beipg 1aised and cpposed the

amendment.
The Home Member, in oppesing tbe motion, said if they could not work such gimple

form of Government as they had they conld not expect anytbing beiter, It was members
of the G.C. B, A,and Y. M, B. 4, who formed the opposition in the Council and brought
in this dyarchy and it was only the jealousy of India that kad led them to bave dyarchy
which no one claimed to be perfect, but they must prove their ability to govern before
they could expect self-Government, The motion was put to vote and lost. All cuts
under the Education Minisrer’s demand having heen disposed of, the total demand for
Re, 2,60,69,300 was carried and the Council adjourned,
Burma Spinning and Weaving Company,

On the 14TH FEBRUARY, the Council disposed of the three non-cfficial rceolutione,
one of which was carried, the next withdrawn and the third one lost, }

The first resolution moved by U. Kyaw Dun recommended to the Government to
take over the whole of Burma Spinning and Weaving Company’s propertics, both move-
able and immoveable which were under mortgage to the Government in full satitfaction
of the loan of Rs. 15 lakbs and the interest due thercon. The Forest Minister, after
giving the Listory of this pioueer industry as a public limited company, pointed out that
the company on the ]1st November 1926 upanimonely passed a resolution which was almost
the same as was now before the House. He informed the House that the fate of the reso-
Intion would be decided entirely by non-official voting, the Government remaining neutial,

Mr. E. Wroughton, represcntative of the Burma Chamber of Commerce, expressed
disapproval of the wotion and associated himeelf with the remarks made by the Accoun-
tant-Gieneral who stated that the motion offended against the canouns of financial propriety,

The resolution was put to vote aud carried without division,

Inetitution of Land Morigage Banks.

The recond resolution moved by U, Pu; leader of the People’s pariy rccommending
expedition of the institution of land mortgage banks was withdrawn on the Forest
Minister having remarked that ke had been informed that a Bill was in the hands of the
Government Advocate who was recasting it in the light of the criticiem received and the
Government was anxious to expedite the matter,

Abolition of Book-Makers at Race Meetings,

The last ftem of business was a resolution by Mr, N. M, Rafi rccommending the
a bolition of book-makers at race meetings throvghout Burma, The subject was debated at
length, pix members snpporting and seven opposing it. An amendment was moved by
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Mr. J, K, Munshi recommending to the Government to ascertain whether the best inferests
of the public would be served by rctention or abolition of book-makers, On the mover
objecting that the amendment would negative the resolution, the President disallowed it.
The arguments addoced in favour of the resolntion mainly were that in racing a clean
frand was practised on account of book-makers who were sometime bought off by large
owners and the dishonesty perpetrated at race meetings brought about privation to many
& poor man’s bome, The mover emphasised that his resolution was directed against this
particular system of betting, ,

ldr, Brander, Chief Sccretary, Mr. Booth Gravely, Finance Secretary, and five other
non-officials opposed the resolution and generally urged that abolition of book-makers
would lead to the springing up of a number of bucket shops all over the town and
gambling would go onno lcss vigorously and under much worse conditions. Messre,
Brander and Wroughton who are stewards of the Rangoon Tarf Club with their experi-
cnct:e‘s of the inner working of the club said that the allegations against book-makers were
not true.

The Forest Minister, in opposing the resolution said that a similar resolution was
talled out in the last Council and to-day’s discussion did not disclose further arguments in
favour of the abolition, He said that the Government was willing to ascertamn the desir-
ability of rctention or abolition of book-makers in the best interest of the people. The

motion was pressed to division and lost, voting being 30 for and 46 against, The Council
was adjourned,

Discussion on Non-Official Resolutions.

On the 15TH FEBRUARY five non-official resolutions were dispozed of, four of
which were of purely provineial interest, The last resolution moved by Mr, M, M, Rafi
rccommended the appointment of a non-official committee to enquire and report on the
drink and drug traffic in Burma io all its aspects including total prohibition, The reso-
lution was lost by a majority of three votes,

On the 16TH FEBRUARY two non-official resolutions were carried without division
in both cases the Government refraining from voting, The resolution moved by Mr.
8. A, B, Tyabji recommended to the Government that the session of the Council at which
the budget was presented and discussed should be restricted to business dircctly conneeted
with the budget and business that was either formal or of real emergency and that fo
enable the Council to deal with other businesses two other sessions should be held in each
year, The object of the mover was to have three sessions instcad of two as ab prcsc_nb.
The rcason urged by him was that the budget seseion was held at a time of the year which
was the busiest season for members most of whom are interested in paddy trade. Con-
scquently, it was difficalt for them to remain throughout the session long as it was, for
business other than budget was disposed of at the seseion. Another reason of his was
that members had short time to study the buodget, The Finance Member said the Govern-
ment had always been anxious to meet the wishea of the Council in this matter, but it
wes diflicult to please all, It was a matter for the Council to decide and he wished to
hear the views of non-official members on the gubject, The resolution had support from
several members of the different parties, while only two non-official members opposed ik,

The Finance Member then suggested that the best way to settle the matter was to
have a small informal committee to suggest to the Governor what month wounld be suitable
for Conncil meetings, The motion was carried,

Daily Allowauce to Rangoon Members,
The qther resolution moved by Mr, U, Po Thin represcnting Kather recemmended
that a daily allowance of Rs, 20 be also given to members of the Council Tesiding in

I{angoor_x as those who reside out of Rangoon, The motion was also earried. The Council
then adjourned, |

On the 17TH FEBRUARY which was the last non-official day in the present scssion of
the Burma Legislative Council, Mr, U, Pu, Doputy Loader of the People’s Party, moved &
resolution fequesting the local Government to withdraw its resolution appointing a Com-
mittee to consider the question of modifying the existing orders regarding the manner of
detention of the persons arrested and confined by a headman with special referen co to the
use of stocks and maks recommendations thereon, The resolution also recommen ded 1o the

overnor-in-Couneil to abandon the idea of renawal of the use of stocks for the purpose of
coufinement of the arrested persons, The mover’s object was to bring to the notice of the
overnment the undesirability of the use of stocks, He said it was illegal, barbarcuvs and
“B‘Bl'lblﬁlz. Of course, etocks were used by Burmese Kings, but they were not cousistent
With a progressive Government like the British Government, The late Bir Maung Kin
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condemned the use of stocks, - He had no objection to the Government suggesting soms
other means of detention, He characterised the Committee appointed as farcical, for the
only opinion it wouid hold would bs Governmental,

Mr, H. L. Nichols, Deputy Secretary, Home D partment, said that the Govcrnment had
not come to any decision on the matier of the use of stocks and had appointed A committee
to obtain advice with a view to coming to a decision, Tha Government had no intention
of using stocks as a means of punishment ; but purely as a means of dctention of violent
dronkards and dangerons criminals. The Committee would carefully consider the views
placed before it, It had nothing to do with the question of the legality of the use of stocks.
It was a matter for the local Government to decide. The mover's arguments were purely
sentimental, ¢

After a long discussion in which several nen-official members participated either in
favour or against the motion, the Home Member said that on the representation of scveral
headnicn who bad found great difficulty in checking violent crimivals in detention he
appointed a committee to enquire into the question of the use of stocks. He instanced
cases to show lLow some criminals thongh bandcuffed could cause injarics to others, He
said the criticism levelled against the use of stocks were inopportune, for no decision had
yet been arrived at. There was nothing to show that the use of stocks was illegal. The
Btock Committce were composed of men with adminiatrative experience, He pointed out
that as Home Member he was respongible for law and order,

The resolution was logt by 28 agaiost 41,

Burma Cotton Weaving Industry,

Mr, 8. A. Tyabji moved that this Council views with great concern the rapid
decline of the cotton weaving industry of Burma and urgently recommends to the Govern-
ment to support the industry by making it incumbent on all departments of the Govern-
ment to utilise cloth only such as may be manufagtured in Burma (exceptions to be
epecinlly sanctioned by the Government), Mr, Tyabji said that as Industries was a trans-
ferred subject, the Ministry should spend more time and energy in their development. He
quoted figures to prove that cotton industry was on the decline in Burma, but the Forest
Minister and the Development Commissioner produced other sets of figures to dispute
the mover's statement, Mr, Tyabji chailenged the accuracy of these figures, stating they
were not figures for cotton weaving induostry alone,

The Finance Member, leader of the House, explained the pilicy of the Government
in respect of the purchase of stores which was that they would give preference to locally
manufacturcd goods, provided they were good in guality and prices were resonable,

The resolution was lost without division. The Council then adjourned till next day
which wae the last day of the prescnt session, , :

Transaction of Officinl Busincss,

On the 18TH FEBRUARY motions for additional and supplemcntary grants amount-
ing to Rs. 6,23,300 required by the Finance BMember, the Home Member and the
BEducation Minister were carried, There were two official bills un the agenda, the Burma
Oilfields Amendment Bill and the Burma Municipal Bill, The former was passed and
the Jatter referred to a Sclect Committee,

The Oilficlds Bill,

The object of the Qilfields Bill, the Finance Member said, was {o facilitato the
maintenance of Jaw and order in oilfields during the strikes and othor periods of emergency
by conferring on the warden prolibitory powers regarding carrying of’ weapons and
doing acts which constitate preparations fov or incitements to the commission of-a breach
of the peace, Several non-official members, mostly from the People’s Party opposed the
Bill, particnlarly criticising the provision prohibiting public exhibition of pereons or of
corpses or figures or cfligies and singing of songs or piaying of music. The trend of the
remarks was that this picce of legislation wae a direct challenge to whatever liberty the
lapourers etill enjoyed in the oiifields, y

The Finance Member, replying, eaid that the provisions of the Bill were identical with
cerlain provisions of the Rangoon Town Police Act. No voice was rajscd against such
powers exercised by the Commissioner of Police in Rangoon, There was no general
jrobibition of carryisg of corpscs and of tinging of songs, It bas been distinctly stated
in th¢ Bill that prohibiting powers would be exerciced by the warden only when neceesity
arose, The Bill was earried alter division, the result of voting being 45 against 28,

The Burma Municipal Bill,

The How’hle Dr, Ba Yin next introduced the Bill to consclidate and amend the law

relating to Municipalities in Burma other than Rangoon, He said the Burma Municipal
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Act of 1808 was in many respects unsnited to the exisling administrative and palitical
conditions, The object of the Bill was to bring the law into close barmony with them,
On his motion, the Bill was referred to a Select Committee,

The Conncil was then prorogued.

The New Council,’ )

On the 19TH FEBRUARY, Sir Robert Giles presiding, the election of the netw Pregi-
dent took place in the new Council which met on this day,

There were two nominations for the presidentsbips, Mr, Oscar De Glanville, Leader
of the Independent Party and Licut-Col. U, Ba Ket (Rangoon University)., The President
explained the procedure to be adopted and the Council proceeded with the election which
resulted as follows :—Mr, Oeear De Glanville 57 votes, Lieut, Col, Ba Ket 38 votes,

Mr, De Glanville was elected President,

Governor’s Appreciation of Sir B, Giles's Services,

His Excellency sent the following message of appreciation :— -

“1 take this oppoitunity of expressing my high appreciation of the services rendered
by the Hon, Sir Robert Giles as President of the Council, He has long occupied a uniquoe
position in the public life of the province and I believe that [ am expressing the general
opinion when I say that he has presided over the Legislative Council with rare ability
and impartiality and that he bas zealonsly maintained the privileges of the Council,
It is very great regret to me that Sir Robert Giles is soon to leave Burma.”

The Finance Member, in reading out the above message, paid an elogaent tribute
to Sir Robert Giles who louked much moved at these tokena of appreciation,

The Finance Member said: “1 venture to think that in the messege His Exceliency
has expressed the sentiments of all the members of the Oouneil,

“When the presidential chair fell vacant on the death of your distingunished prede-
ceseor, Sir Frank McCarthy, you were clearly marked out for his successor. You bave
fully maintained the high standard which he set and have more than justified the hopes
which were entertained on your appointment. You have presided over our meetings with
digoity, You have guided our debates with firmness and fairness, You have shown
indulgence where indulgence was approprinte and yoa hava reproved when repicof was
due, Under your supervision the reforms and procedure of the Conncil had Lesn estab-
lished on esound lines and the introduction on your initiative of the Maca has added
authority to its proceedings. We shall miss your familiar figure within these walls, Wa
venture (e express the hopa that when you are asked how the infant Couneil comported
itself under your guidance you will feel able to say that it made good progress and that
in respect of decorum of its proceedings and bshavionr of its members within this
Chamber the Council has nothing to learn—at least nothing that is desirable for it to
learn from other legislative bodiea of which you have knowledge or even from the mother
of parliaments hersclf,”

Eulogistic tributes were then paid to the retiring President, Sir Giles, by different
. parties and other members. Mr. U, Pu, ex-Minister and leader of the People’s Party saii
he was voicing the feelings of his party when he begged himself to be associated with the
gentiments expressed by the Finance Member, He said that they found the Pregident
firm and fair and his jodgment in deciding questions of procedure at the spur of the
moment had given the Couneil entire satisfaction,

Mr De Glanville, President-elect, said it was with regret they would say goodbye
to him, He need not enlarge on the sentiments already expressed,-but he would  like to
gay that the members of the Hounse and prople ontside felt t,l;at, in losing Sir Giles they
were losing a man whose loss would be felt by the Rangoon University also, with which
he has so long been associated, The country would also lose Lady G_nles who had done
& great amount of good to the country in connection with many charitable works, He
extended good wishes on their departure and hoped they would not forget them, |

Messrs, Campagnae, Rafi and Parekh having spoken, Bir Robert Giles t‘rgank‘cd the
memhers for the kindly sentiments expreesed by representatives of varions parties in the
Council towards himsclf and his wife. He said :—My term of oflies s Presiont had
been a time of absorbing intcrest for it bhas given me qppoxtunlty of asgisting in moulding
the procedure of the Couneil during esrlier years of its life, 1 thank you sincerely for your
unfailing support and ask you te continme it with my Buccessor whum you have jast
elected. 1 welcome the new stage of the Council’s sitling that begins with the election
of Mr, De Glanville as your President, I shall watch the future life of the Council from
a distance with intense intcrest in the confident hope that whatever function and whatever

.
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powers may fr

them with that orderfiness and dignity which have
The members then shook hands with Sir R. Giles and theC

short while,
Congratnlations to the New President.

v When the Council resamed its sitting, Mr, Oscar De Glanville, the newly elected

President took the chair.
The Finance Member read out His Excellency the Governor's mesgage conveying

Mr, De Glanville’s election to the presidential chair.

“ As the leader of the Houge, it is my privilege and

of the official members on the signal dis-
.day is a landmark in the history of reforms
The probationary stage of the Council

his approval of
The Finance Member said:

pleasure to tender the sincere congratulations

tinction which hag been conferred on yon. T

in Burma, a landmark also in our gsuceessinl career,
is at an end., For the first time, it has exerciced the right to gelect its own ‘President

and you have rcason fo be proud that its choice has fallen on you, Itis a good omen for
the continuance of Burma within the British Empire that the first elected President of
her Legislative Council is an elceted representative of the Huaropean constituency, 1t is
a happy augury for Burma's early atiainment of Home Rule within the Empire that the

first elected President is a son of Ireland. But if you owe allegiance to Ireland as the
Burma as the country of yoar career,

country of your birth yom owe highe allegiance to

We welcome you to your high office as a Burman in the fullest and trucst sense of the

word. You have identified yourself with the intercsts of your adopted country. You
litical and from the first you have

have taken an outstanding position in her affairs po

been recognised as the leader of moderate views in this Council, No member of the
community has done more than you to work the reforms in the spirit in whieh those who
framed them intended tbat they should be worked, If Burma occupics a high place,
perhaps the highest among the provinces of India which have wade 2 guccessful start on
the journey to Home Rule within the Empire, it is due in ©no small measure to your
wise counselg, to your obvious sincerity and to your unwearied efforts to secure the working

together of representatives of diverging intereste,
fortunate in its choice of a representative and

¢ The Buropean constituency was

to the presidential chair that constitnency loses an active
spokesman in the Council. it will have the prond satisfaction of knowing that constitu-
ency’s loss is the Couacil’s gain, Henceforth you belong to no party, You belong to the
Council and we are confident that your tenure of high office will be marked by the same
n in your capacily as

tact, same fair-mindedness and same courtesy as you have show
party leader ; that you will protect the interests of minorities and that you will suffer

no eneroachment on or diminution of rights and privileges of the Council,”
Concluding, on & personal note, the IMinance Member said : “ I am deeply grateful

to yon snd I know that my humble colleagues in the Government share my gratitude for
the devoted service which you have rendered on various committees of the Council since
the inavguration of the reforms, Our best wishes go out to you for your snccesd in yoer
high office and I for one venture to express the hope that when the life of the present
{'onncil comes to an end its successors wiil follow the example of mother of Parliaments,
of the Indian Legislative Assembly and of cther Councils in India and re-elect you with-
out opposition as its President.” »

Several speakers then followed in welcoming him and congratulating him on his

election to the chair making eulogistic references to his ability and services. :

Mr. U, Pa, leader of the People’s Party, in welcoming him on behalf of his party said
he agreed with the Finance Member with all” he said except the constitutional point on
which he disagreed, He hoped he would uphold the dignity and tradition of the House,

Mr, Champagnac congratulated the President remarking that he had risen high by
his own personal merits and expressed the hope that he would hold the scales even and

that the house by common eoneent would re-elect him in future,
Mr. Rafi, in congratulating him, said the honour was heightened by the fact that

the President was placed on the chair by suffrages of the majority of the House, Heo
remarked that the bar would be poorer by his election but it was a gain for the Councils
and wighed him every succees, Mr, Narayana Rao also spoke congratulating the President,

Mr. De Glanvilla then thanked the members for the high honour conferred in electing
him as the first President and for kind sentiments expressed by members, He assured
the House that he would try to discharge his duties to the best of his abilities,

The Council was then prorogued,
AT RS

although by your elevation
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The Kerala Provincial Conference

The Third Kerala Provincial Conference assembled at Calicut on the
16th April 1927 in tho afternoon'in a very spacious and elegantly decorated
pandal erected for the occasion. There was a very large and representative
gathering and great enthusiasm prevailed. The proceedings commenced with
some national songs by a choir of girls.

Welcome Address.

The following are extracts from the Welcome Address oi Mr. K.
Madhavan Nair, Chairman of the Reception Committee. After welcoming
the distinguished delegates and visitors Mr. Nair dwelt at length of the com-
munal problem and said :—

“ If Kerala was the Provincs which gave the first impetus to the non-co-
operation movement by dispelling, under the lsad of Mr. Yakub Hussain,
the fear of the terrors of jail from the minds of our workers, it was also the
first to deal a deadly blow to it by renewing, as a result of the rebellion,
in & new but bitter and dangerous form, the Hindu-Muslim feud which
appeared to have been almost crushed out of existence by the Khilafat move-
ment inaugurated by Mahatma Gandhi. This fact is my excuse and justi-
fication for referring to a topic which of all the problems connected with
our fight for Swaraj is the most vital and bafling and which, the collective
restraint of all our leaders, more than their collective intelligence will alone
ultimately solve. I do not ignore or minimise the gravity of the suspicious
and distrustful attitude of the generality of the Hindus towards the Maho-
medans and the desire for the spread of Islam and the establishment of a
Mahomedan supremacy which the more ignorant and fanatic amobng the
Mahomedans betray at times. These are facts which some of us have learned
from our bitter experience of the Rebellion, but we can safely assert that
this mentality, however deplorable it is, does not assume dangerous form
except in a state of anarchy or under other exceptional circumstances.

“In normal condition, the relationship between the masses of both the
communities is peaceful and cordial and it is perhaps only once in a century
that a general collision takes place between the two communities’as a result
of the dormant feelings of distrust born of religious "hostility. The real
danger which makes life intolerable and impedes the march to freedom
does not proceed from the masses but from a section of the leaders of both
the communities whosa intelligence and imagination impart to the most
trivial incidents and differences an importance and magnitude which such
incidents or differences neither possess nor deserve. In no part of Iudia,
ever since the dawn of British Rule in the country have the Hindus and
Mahomedans come into such horrid conflict and on such large secale as they
did during the period of the Malabar Rebellion and yet none who knows
Malabar after 1922 could belisve that the two communities, whose mutual
relationship at: present discloses nothing but absolute peace and cordiality

b1
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behaved more like brates than men, against each other within such a short
distance of time. The communal feud ended as suddenly as it began,
because it was not abetted and blessed by cultured leaders or perpetuated
by them through controversies on the platform and the press. The two
organisations, one Hindu and the other Mahomedan, whose workers helonged
to the Punjab, the nursery around of communal feud in India (for whose
relisf work, Malabar will ever feel grateful) carried the seeds of bitterness
and dissensions from Malabar into the congenial soil of Northern India where
it was taken up by communal leaders and made to grow into such propnrtions
that we in Malabar, who bhave long _ago forgotten our feud, are amazed
to see the wild and luxuriant growths of communal animosity that have
sprung out of them. In Malabar such quarrels began to rear their heads,
after the Rebellion ended, between people living outside the rebel area, but
they were nipped in the bud by an amount of restraint, patience and toler-
ance, which have brought home to us the truth that hatred is never con-
quered by hatred but only by love and forgiveness. How much one kind
word, one expression of sympathy, one act of liberality, touches and softens
the mentality of the opposite side is illustrated by the happenings during
the Assembly Sessions at Delhi this year and if only that section of the leaders
who believe and perhaps believe bona-fide that their duty to their commu-
nity is greater than their duty to the country follow up the example of Lala
Lajpatrai and Mohd. Yakub as manifested in, their speeches in the Assembly, I
am sure we shall enjoy life more peacefully and reach our goal of Swaraj more
epeedily than we ever dreamed of. The agreement to a joint electorate is
the first step in the right direction towards the consummstion of our fond
hopes of political unity, and I implore both the Hindus and the Mahomedans
of our Province mot to say or do anything, however unwillingly, which may
bs caloulated to frustrate the noble attempts at rapprochment made by our

leaders at Delhi.
No Programme of Work before the Country.

“ With regard to the other questions of All-India importance, I shall leave
them alone as I do not think they fall legitimately within the province of a
speech of the Chairman of the Reception Committee, I may be permitted
simply to say that the lull and inaction in political activities is not coufined
to Kerala alons but is an unfortunate feature of the other Provinces as well,
though perhaps it is not so striking there as in Kerala, There is ne pro-
gramme of work before the country new into which people of a political turn
of mind can plunge with enthusiasm because the constructive programme
of Mahatmaji appeals only to those who have absolate faith in the doctrine
that khadder will bring Swaraj and the Council programme is at best only
of negative valie and gives work only to those that enter them. It is a
matter for consclation that a unanimity is being reached among all sections
of political opinion, that khaddar is an indispensable adjunct of nationalistic
activities, but this does not signify that people are prepared to accept khadder
as the oply ontlet for the political fire and spirit that burn within them. The
no-changer may quarrel with the mentality which refuses fo appreciste and
follow the teachings of Mahatmaji but the fact is there and no exhibition
of gpleen will or can undo it People differing irom the no-changers’ view
hoped to find some satisfaction in their work in the Council but any one who
has been there will testify to the fact that of all the devices that a foreign
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nation’s ingenuity has discoverad to divert the energies of a recalcitrant
subject race through the futilest of channels this is the most wonderful and
efficacious. Of course, by your entry there you exclude those whom you
consider enemies of progress. But at the same time you not only achieve
nothing there but run the risk of falling that pervades the atmosphere making
you forget at times even the elementary idea why you are there for. Of
course, in the absence of any better plan, we have to abide by and follow

the Cengress polioy of Council-entry and try to make the very best of a very
bad bargain.

The Tenancy Question.

“1If of all the Indian problems, the Hindu-Muslim relationship is the most
vital, the one problem that exercises the mind of the people of Malabar most
relates to the question of the relationship between the landlord and the
tenant. In Cochin and Travancore where the rulers and the ruled have
greater affinity with each other than in British Malabar, this question has
been to some extent satisfactorily settled. For 50 years now, the Govera-
ment has been ‘considering’ the question, issuing Commissions, collecting
evidence, receiving reports, preparing bills and throwing them all into the
waste paper basket and still we are told that the Government wants another
Committee, to consider the question again.

“I am not one who advocates radical or revolutionary change in land
reform and I don’t think the generality of the tenant population in Malabar
do want such changes. Occupancy right to the cultivating tenants and pro-
tection from arbitrary eviction and Melcharth as regards other classes of
tenants is the demand made by the moderate section of it. A legislation
that regulates the relationship between the jenmis and tenants will bé a
boon to a very large section of the Jenmies as well. In many parts of
Malabar, the impecunious Jenmi is at the mercy ot the recaleitrant tenant
against such of whom as have effected improvements of large value, he is
quite powerless to enforce his legitimate claim for renewal fees without costly
and protracted eviction suits. A legislation which secures a summary method
of realising rent and renewal fees to the Jenmi and protection from arbitrary
eviction and Melcharth to the tonant and regulates the rate of such rent and
renewal fee will be productive of happiness to the Jenmi and the tenant and
permanent good to the land.

“ Befors I conclude, I must refer to one matter which compels the
people of Kerala hide their head in shame on account of the inhuman sud
disgraceful treatment they accerd to their brethren koown an * Theendal”
castes. The sanctity of the higher castes including Nair is' measured in
this land of Kerala by the distances which their unfortunate brethren have
to keep from them and which in different cases vary from 15 it. to 500 ft,
This is a land where not only touch and proximity pollutes but even sight.

*“ Apother question which is peculiar to Kerala and which deserves our
earnest and urgent attention is the reform of the Marumakkathyem system
of law that prevails here. The Nairs, Thiyyas, Moplahs and other com-
munities that follow the Law labour under various disabilities and are
bound down by customs quite out of joint with modern ideas ‘and conditions,
A change has become highly necessary and it is for the Conference to give
& lead to the country in this matter. The problem has been solved in the
neighbouring States of Cochin snd Travancore and an sccidental and
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unfortunate division of Kerala into thres different political units has heen
in this case too responsible for the continuance of such evils in Malabar.
Though the question will have to be solved by wus separately, there are
various other matters which only a consolidation of Kerala into the political
unit can solve and though it is not possible to prophesy what is in the womb
of future for Kerala, attempts must be made early enough, whenever
practicable, to unite in all possible ways and for all common purposes. It
is some consolation to the Congressmen of Kerala that they have striven in
however humble a way to fight against the abominable evil and well may
they congratulate themselves for the _successful termination of the Vykom
Satyagraha. Time has wrought remarkable changes in the mentality of
the orthodox- section but the evil is there and we require many niore stal-
warts to fight against the demon and root out the evil from our province.
Let us hope that a time will soon come when as a result of earnest en-
deavours and spread of liberal ideas, we shall be able to hold our head aloft
and proclaim to the world that in this beautiful country of ours, it is not

only nature that is kind and charitable but also man ”.

The Presidential Address.

The Presidential Address of Mr. B. G. HORNIMAN wus delivered
extempore. After thanking Mr. Madhavan Nair and the delegates of the
Kerala Conference for the honour they had conferred upon him by electing
bim as President of that Conference Mr, Horniman said :—

“I just want to refer briefly here in this connection to another matter
which is closely related to it and that is the outrageous plan of colonising
tho Andamans with Moplahs and the questionable method (to use a mild
expression) which have been used to force such an unpopular and repellant
propoeal on an unwilling people. I desire to say nothing as to the motives
of those, who are responsible for this but I earnestly hope that not ounly the
members of the Moplah community but the members of all communities in
Malabar will do all they can to resist this wonstrous proposal from being
carried further into effect.”

Referring to the Malabar Tenancy Bill, Mr. Horniman said that there
could not be a more seandalous instance of the unrepresentative character
of the Government in this country, its lack of sympathy with popular grie-
vances and demands and its indifference to the economic needs of the peoplp.
“ Here we have a system of land tenure and tenancy which is prima facte
wrong in principle, differs from that prevailing in other parts of the country,
votoriously causing great hardshi, to those real producers of the nation’s
~ wealth, the tillers of the soil, by placing them abt the mercy of hereditary
ownere who like the lillies of the field toil not neitber do they spin. More" -
over, this system has been condemned again and again by committees of
enguiry appointed by Government itself.” He then traced the history of the
varions enguiries conducted by officers and committees appointed by the
Government since 1881 which bad all reported recommending occupancy
right to the cultivating tenants and said, * Thus we come to the year 1925
when a measure dealing with the question in a very moderate way was
intraduced in the Legislative Council by a non-official member and went
through all its stages and was finally passed. Lord Goschen saw fit to veto
the messure on the advice 1 suppose of the Law Member, Sir C. P. Ramqf
swami Aiyar, How the Governor of Madras can reconcile this with his
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conscience and the responsibility he bears to the people over whom he has
been appointed to govern passes my comprehension. What over else may
be said about the Reforms Scheme if is not mitigated as we see day after
day by such instances of the irresponsibility of Governors and bureaucrats
who are still teaching the people the value of responsible Government and
the urgent need of it not by giving by instalments but by the example of irres-
ponsible Government which they themselves are continually practising.”

The next Congress.

“I think Madras is to be congratulated on having the honour of being
the venue of the next Copgress. A Madras man is the President of the
Congress and we are looking to him to give the country a strong lead,
a programme of uncompromising resistance to foreign rule in whatever form
it is offored that will be consolidated and unanimously sponsered by the
representative of the nation when the Congress assembles in the city of
Madras next December. The national movement has receded lamentably
during the last two years and there is much ground to be recovered. Indeed
a fresh start must be made. There is only one way to succeed in politics
especially in a great struggle for national freedom. Once you have adapted
a policy and programme, stick to it, stand by it in fair weather and in foul.
If we allow ourselves to he turned aside into other paths by every obstacla -
we meet or by the specious invitations of our opponents to consider the
attractiveness of some weakening compromise, we can never expect to attain
success. It seems to me that no sooner do we get start:d along a straight
path than all sorts of so-called leaders to whom we have trusted begin to -
fall out on the way, discovering various kinds of reasons why they do so
and why they should give up the programme that has been laid down.
The result of the abandonment, or to be strictly accurate, the suspension
of the non-co-operation programme, was the demoralisation of its followers.
But I want to say this for myself because I have been accused of having
personal antipathies. I want to say that I haye no personal feeling in regard
to any of the leaders of the Indian national movement to-diy ; but I do feel
strongly when I see men who have been trusted by the rank and file with
the mandate of the Congress which carried the considered decision of the
national voice of India when I see them instead of performing that duty
turning aside into other paths doing something against the policy and pro-
gramme which has been authorised by the National Congress.

Dangers of Council-Entry Programme.

Adverting to the dangers of the Conncil-entry programme, the President
said “ We sce now that those dangers are very real dangers indeed and
have actually produced the result that we feared they would produce. We
find the Swarajist party in the Indian Legislative Assembly, instead of
carrying on a striet policy of uncompromising non-co-operation and obstrue-
tion, carrying on a policy of following a mode of conduct which to
my mind friends, is nothing less than actual co-operation with the gystom
of Government which they wanted to abolish. It is the most deplorable
thiug that while the mandate of the Indian National Congress vory clearly
laid upon the Swarsjist party, that is to say, the Congress party in the
Indian Legislative Assembly the duty of obstruction and ospecially the duty
of throwing out the finance bill, we find the Cougress party in the Legis-
lative Assembly actually, or at any rate the leaders of the Congress party
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in the Assembly, giving orders fo their followers that the reading of the
Finance Bill is to be allowed to be passed without a division. I say it
reflects very great credit on those. younger members of the Congress party
in the Assembly who were more loyal to the Congress mandate, refused to
accept that order to disobey the Congress mandate, and insisted upon the
division against the third reading of the Finance Bill being taken. I want

‘to say here from this platform that what has happened recently in the °

Assembly and in some of the Councils is a greatest betrayal of the Congress

maudate. _

“In the Madras Legislative Council whers the hopes of the country
had been so highly raised by their wonderful success at the elections we
find there again the mandate of the Congress boing defied and betrayed by
sctions which, whether directly or indirectly, at any rate, result in the
support of the Mipistry, a thing which they were definitely instrueted by
the Congress that they must not do, I have been reading in some papers
this morning reasons put forward for us on behalf of the Congress Party

in the Madras Legislative Council for the action that they pursued and I

" am told that they were faced with the prospect of either the Justice Party

being put into office or of a dissolution and they thought that it was not to
run the risk of either. My friends, it does not matter what they were
faced with, iv does not matter what danger they thought was before them,
what would be the results of the consequences of their action. :
““ Tf they have had any misgivings at all about it, there is the way ope
to them and to all of us when we cannot carry out a mandate and that
is to resign their seats and to say that they are unable to carry out the

mandate that has been confided to them.” :
“Now 1 want to draw your attention fo this. We have arrived at a

stage when it seems to me that we are going to be faced with the question
of whether we are going fo continue to stand for the principle and practice
of non-co-operation or whether we are going to admit failure and abandon
the policy and programme that we pursued during the last seven or eight
years, and agree to a policy of co-operation. DBecause there is no nlt‘er-
native between the two, there can be no compromise between co-operation
and non-co-operation, no matter what adjectives you may use because they
are two absolutely contradictory and different principles. Now why did
the country adopt a policy of non-co-operation, why after striving for years
and years in the path of co-operation with the foreign rulers did the whole
country as by the stroke of a magie wand suddenly come to the conclusion,
and the right conclusion, that so long as they co-operated and compromised
their political serfdom; so long as they acquiesced in political slavery, so long
could there be no hope that the country would ever be free.”

“ 1§ India wants to be free, no matter whether in the immediate future
e to achieve freedom, if India wanta to
be iree—a free and seli-respecting nation among the peoples of the worlgi-—-
that can only be by the steadfast pursuit of the unCoOMPromising determina®
tion not to sco-operate with the foreign Government in the imposition of
forsign rule on the country.”

“] agsk you whether thers is to be seen any eneourag‘ement in t}he
attitude of the British Government at this moment to justify us 10 departing
in any way in the smallest degree from the rigid programme of non-¢o"
pperation that we had hitherto pursued, Is Lord Birkenhead oifering any
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sort of generous gesture that would encourage us to believe that he means
geriously to give the country anything that is worth having if he gets the
co-operation for which he is always asking? He quotes Lord Chelmsford
as saying that autoeracy in India is dead. Buf it is dead neither in India
por in Whitehall. This twentieth century ex-Lord Chancellor will continue
to inflict on India the wicked methods of the Chamber rule of the 17th
century in England, methods which led to the dethronement and execution
of a king when they were practised on Knglishmen in those days. He
refuses to release the Bengal detenus. Indian troops are sent to China
without reference to the opinion of the Indian legislature which is refused
permission even to discuss the question. Is autocracy dead ! - India's
elected representatives by an overwhelming majority .rejected the one
shilling six pence ratio but it is forced on the country by the official block
voting to the order of the Government. Is autocracy dead? India's elected
representatives reject the army vote as a protest against the monstrous
burden of military expenditure for imperial purposes. It iz restored by
the certificate of the Governor-General. Again, we ask, is aufocracy dead?
India’s elected representatives reducad the salt tax, the most hated burden
of the Indian people. It is restored by a second chamber which cannot
olaim to be in any way representative and the Viceroy was ready with pen
in hand to restore it azain if the Assembly again rejected it, as he had the
power to do so. Again, I ask, is autooracy dead? Such instances could be
multiplied indefinitely. The talk of autocracy being dead is a crusl mockery
and cruel jibe at the helplessness of the Indian people. Lord Birkenhead
knows that autocracy is not dead. The central feature of the Montagu
reform scheme was to ensure its survival. I ask you, are we going to give
up the policy of non-co-operation? I have no doubt that so far 'as this
conference is concerned the answer which Lord Birkenhead will get will
be uncompromising adherence to the policy of refusing to co-operate with
him and his Government until they come to their senses.

“Overhaul Congress Machinery.”

“ Now there are two things that I want to put before you for your
consideration to-day. One is a consideration in view of the matters that
I have discussed, the consideration of the programme and policy which the
country is to pursue in the near future. The other matter which 1 want
to put before you is the urgent need for making the machinery of tha
Congress constitution a really democratic and national machinery instead
of the unsatisfactory machinery that it is at the present moment.”

Aiter describing certain alleged irregularities in_the procedure of the
last Congress at Gauhati Mr. Horniman pleaded for a thorough overhauling
of the machinery of the Congress for the purpose of ensuring the elestion
of all its bodies to Provincial Congress Committees to the All-India Congrass
Committee and the Working Committes of people who really represent ths
voice of the nation, the rank and file of the Congress. Hesaid: “ It would
take a very long time, ladies and gentlemn, to go into the whols of that matter
in detail at present, All I am going to suggest to you this afterncon is that
you should give your support to the proposal for an enquiry in order
tboroughly to overhaul the elective machinery and constitution of the
Congress in order that it may be made a genuinely democratic body.”

The Conference then adjourned {to meet again on the next day the
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17th April when the resolutions as dra
previous night was discussed and passe

Resolutions.

(1) This Conference fervently prays to God tbat Mahatma Gandhi may soon be
restored to health and be enabled to continue his work, :
(2) This Conference while appreciating the enthusiasm evinced by all c'asses of people

in subseribing towards the Khaddar Fund appeals to them all to help the national move-

ment further by taking to spinning and habitual wearjng of Kbaddar. ;
(3) This Conference places on record its sense of profound loss the country has sus-

tained in the death of Swami Shradhananda and ealls upon the people to carry onsthe great

national work he was doing as the fittest tribute to his sexvices and sacrifices for the

gomntry. : . -
(4) This Conference congratulates the Maharani-Regent of Travancore on her liberal
andecourageous action in stopping the barbarous practice of sacrifice of animals and singing ~
of obscene song carried on in the name of religion and urges upon the Maharaja of
Cochin and the owners and trustees of temples and the public generally to follow the
lead of the Mabarani-Begent. : At

(6) This Conference condemns the action of the Government in persisting in the
Andamans scheme in callous disregard of the dictates of humanity and justice and in utter
defiance of public opinion and calls npon the people to continue the agitation against the
said scheme till the Government finds itself compelled to give up the same,

(6) This Conference heartily sympathises with the people of China in their struggle
for freedom and places on record the sense of humiliation and resentment of the people of
this country at the action of the British Government in compelling India to be a party

to their unworthy imperial adventore in China, 4
{7) This Conference requests the A. L. 8. A. to do its best to improve hand-spinning and

khadi-wearing in Taliparamba, N, Malabar, which is & cotton-growing locality and alec
the State to do the needful in the matter of hand-spinning

the M.I.C.’s of Cochin to move
in the cotton-growing localities of the Chittur taluk where the art of spinning has
gone out of fashion only 2 decade or two ago

(8) This Conference is of opinion that strenuous attempts should be made to organise
peasant labourers and depressed classes all over the province and to bring about their gocial
and economic prosperity.
(9) Untouchability and nnapproachability.

« This Conference earnestly appeals to the people of Kerala entirely to do away with
the custom of nnapproachability and untouchability and appeals to all Hindus not to
exclude any Hindu from any temple, tank, well or road on account of his caste or class,”

(10) Mr, M, P. Narayana Menon'’s Case.

nference solemnly declares its emphatic faith in the abselute innocence of
and records its deliberate opinion that in coutinuing to
ment ig guilty of an-act of gross injustice. This Conference
recently offered to him by the Government are an
to avoid satisfying their demand for his relcase,’

s¢This Co
Sriman M, P. Narayana Menon
keep him in jail, the Govern
is further of opinjon that the terms

insult to the public and merely a ruse
(11) Amnesty to Rebellion Prisoners.

ders it essential in the interests of justice as well as economy
¢hat peneral amnesty of rebellion prisoners should be declared or at least of those who

have not been found guilty of acts of violence.”
(12) Non-Co-Operation agains
¢ This Conference is of opinion that legislation g

of Malabar is essential in the interests of the economic,
of the district and condemns strongly the action of the Governor of Madras in vetoing

the Malabar Tenancy Biil. This Conference is further of opinion that the Committes of
Enquiry contemplated by the Government is superfinous and & device to delay legislation
pr if possible to shelve it altogether and urges upen the Provincial Congress CUommiitee to
organise a campsaign of non-violent non-co-operation against oppressive Jenmis until a
properly framed bill removing the grievances of the tenants has been passed into law.”
(13) Congress Party in the Madras Council.
« This Conference strongly condemng the action of the majority of the Congress

# This Conference consi

t Oppressive Jenmis,
iving fixity of tenure to the tenants
gocial and poiitical advancement
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party in the Madras Council in refusing to vote dewn ths salaties of tha Minister a3 a
betrayal of the mandate of the Congress and urges upon the A, I C.OC, to take steps to
prevent a repetition of such action,"

(14) Congress and Native States.

¢ This Conference recommends to the All-India Congress that the Indian National
Congress do henceforth actively participate in the internal affairs of Native States and
that the Congress constitution be altered if necessary to this end,”

(15) Commercial Distress and Jealousies,

“This Conference calls upon the Hindus and Mussalmans alike to make a determined -
effort to put an end to communal distress and jealousies by adopting the suggestions to give
up communal electorates.”

(16) Congress to Capture Local bodies,

“In as much as the work of the Municipalities and local boards throughout Kerala
is unsatistactorily carried out, this Conference resolves that all municipalities and local
hoards be captured by the Congress and that Congressmen be put up for election to these
wherever possible,’®

(17) Future Policy of the Congress.

(a) * This Coufersnce reaffirms the principle of non-co-opsration as the basis of the
policy of the Indian National Congress and urges that there should be no departure from
the strict principle of non-co-operation in any way whatsoever.

{(8) *“This conference regrets that the Congress representatives in the Indian Legis-
lative Assembly and some of the Councils have betrayed the mandate of the Congress and
calls upon the A, I, O, C, to demand from such representatives an explanation of the
Congress and to take steps to ensure that, in futare, the mandate of the Congress should
be earried out both in the Assembly and in the Councils, :

(¢) “This Conference is of opinion that the time has come for the reinstitution of
an active programme of non-co.operation in the country and urges the appointment of a
Committea of the A. I, C. O. to consider and report within three months such a pro-
gramme of non-co-operation as will lead the country by stages to the culminating stage of
mags civil disobedience, 3

(d) © This Conference is of opinion that recent events have shown the constitution

and the machinery of the Indian National Congress to be defective and in some respects
undemocratic, especially in regard to the machinery for carrying out the elections of
various committees and urges that in all sunch elections the principle of secret ballot
should prevail and that a regular and unauimons procedure in this principle be instituted
for all anch elections and it calls upon the Working Committes of the A, I, C. C, to take
necesaary steps to place an amendment and expansion of the present constitution snd
rules befo:;? the next session of the Congress for these purposes,
peaagsfg el dTﬁéikS:;“,-?Zﬁffgt iﬁ; f“"ongly of opinion that the better organisation of the
al for their due representation in the Congress and to enable

thera to play their part fully in the national
heir | movement for the attainment of Swaraj as
well a8 the amelioration of their own conditions, For the protection of their rights and ]tha

agsarance to them of their rightfal share in the wealth of i
=g ? tl
the producers, this Conference calls upon the Working Com:ii?:: t;%r ?;?1: lxchlthe(;, aée

immediately to take the necessary steps by appointing w Eo
: ; \ ork
Committees to carry on withoat delay the work of guch o%ganig::?o:'lﬁi peasaps Qzganisasion

(18) ‘*Oomplete Independence for India,”"

“1n the opinion of this Conference, the time has come to d
5 . 0 define the ¢
Congress as complete independence, and this Confercace recommends tgo :E:edl';fi?he
National Congrees that necessary alterations to this effect be made in the Oongress ereed it

President Thanked,

Mr. U, Gopala Menon then in a short speech expressed their desp
debt of gratituds to the Prosident for coming down from the distant Bom}ﬂ;,
al:;d presiding over the Conference. He wishad & day would YR <
they would have more mon like their worthy president to w :
political salvation. ¥ otk for their

After a short thanks-giving speech by the Presi
terminated, 4 resident the Conference

fo e sss = =Y
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The Bengal Provincial Conference.

The little village Maju about 20 miles from Howrah was astir on
Saturday the 16th April 1927 whep the Bengal Provincial Cenference
commenced its sitting at Deshabandhu Palli. The proceedings commenced
with the singing of the national song ‘Bande Mataram’, thé whole

house standing,

Dr. Nandi’s Welcome Address.

This over, Dr. P. Nandi, Chairman of the Reception Committee read his
welcome address.

In welcoming the delegates, Dr. Nandi said that what they wanted more
than anything else at the present moment was to restore India to the
position she had lost. In order to secure independence for her it was
essential that nationalism should be remodglled. Kvery Indian should think
that, although their manners and oustoms might be different, they all
belonged to one and the same great nation. The greater the number of
communities the less was the chance of salvation. An insult to one
ought to be regarded as an insult in all the others; and nationalism
would only be built up when every Indian would respond equally to all
endeavours for the welfare of the nation. The present Conierence was an
instance in point. There might, however, be those who did not sympa-
thised with such movement ; and it was only when they would be able to
apply themselves heart and soul to endeavour of this kind that
nationalism and independence would be regarded as haying been eatablished,
The goal would bs reached only when the country would learn to value
public opinion, at least the opinion of the majority. This, in fact, was the
foundation stone on which the edifice of.nationality could be built.

Dr. Nandi dwelt at length on the two most important political questions
of the day, namely, the split in the Congress camp and the existing Hindu-
Moslem relations, and emphasised the need of physical culture and -female
oducation. He regretted the action of some of his countrymen, who were
well-known for their patriotism, in standing aloof from the affaira of the nation
and concluded that the time had come when they should come forward
and guide their misguided brethren in the work of national reconstraction.

{

Presidents Speech.

The President then rose amid prolonged chesrs and shouts of ‘ Bande

Mataram ” and delivered his Presidential address.

- “ Unite, carry the message of charka to every cottage, take fo the
boycott movement, This will ba the right challenge to the bu?eaucracy who
are keeping our yocungmen in prison without trial,” said Sj. J_ogmdra. Chander

 CHAKRAVERTY in course of his lengthy presidental address. Deploring
the schism in the Congress camp in Bengal and the communs} qqarrel he
appealed to the good sense and patriotism of all to gink their differenges
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and to give a wunited fight to the bureancracy who might be rejoicing
at their discomfiture to gain their own ends. By their quarrel they are
losing their hold on the psople and the congress its prestige. He eox-
pressed the hope that members of both parties would attend the Maju
conference and as a result of their joint deliberation would evolve a new
congress organisation to take to the work of the nation with renewed
vigour and enthusiasm.

“ About ten days ago” said Sj. Chakraverty, © a request was made to me
to accept the presidentship. I was at first unwilling to undertake the task
in view of the prevailing atmosphere but I felt that every humble worker
in the cause of the country ought to make his utmost endeavour to see that
due to differences the work of the conference might not be frustrated. = With
this end in view I underfook the responsibility which Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta
has not ventured to accept. I feel it has been an act of great haZard for
me buf it would have been unjust to see the efforts of the Reception Com-
mittee go for nothing, I have full confidence that with the blessing of the
Almighty and help and co-operation of friends I shall be able to discharge
my duty under a most difficult situation with satisfaction to all.

Bengal's Woes.

Referring to the woes and worries that are afflicting Bengal and the
problems that confronted her at the present moment the President said :—
The communal question which has assumed such serious proportions and
which is oppressing men and women of Bengel attracts our foremost attention.
The ugly and unseemly scenes that were enacted on the streets of Caleutta
about. this time last year had their repurcussion in the mofussil, have con-
verted the whole Bengal into a veritable pandemonium. Hindus and
Moslems had lived together for the last 800 years in villages in bonds of
fellow-feeling and brotherhood with mo question of music o disturb the
serene tranquility of the villages and to-day mutual hatred, intolerance and
suspicion is driving the nation headlong into ruin. From the excesses com-
;?];?ed 16 appears that the dream of the Hindu-Moslem unity has vanishegl
s ?aID b:nbom. Is there no hope of reunion between these two communi-
e Ez Otf glo_u, brother Hindu and brother Moslem, do not shatter our
Hindus andsﬁosishmg S"Yam.l in the land through the umt;ed_eﬂ'orbg of
mare for the t; ows. Hindus and Mosiems might bo obsessed with a night-
me being, but I have full faith that they will come to realise

their follies ver .
y soon and the fact that for their self-preservation they will
have to make up their differences thamselvaes.

Moslems and Congress. -

7] . ] .
of theIIhzge to note with great regret that the Moslems as & yart and parcel
Nation lnC 1a0 pation have practically cut off their connection with the Indian
8 81 Longress. The organisation which has been reared up as a result
0, 0 years sincers efforts of the best minds and brains of the country oan
aione direct us the way towards freedom. When a nation steeped in woes
of age-long slavery feels the stirving of a new life of freedom within itself it
oannot be expected that everyone will take the same roube in the march
towards freedorp. But if the Moslems think that they are to strive for their
own fl:eedom independently of Hindus and the Hindus think likewise, this
mentality should be knocked on the head as soon as possible. Seven,yea.rs
850, 8t the call of Mahatma Gandhi, Hindus and Moslems vied with each other
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in furthering the work of the Congress but things have changed since then.
It is natural that our trustees—the bureaucracy who are keeping us under
subjugation at great pains— cannot look upon the Hindu-Moslem Urity with
favour. These differences are strengthening our trustees and giving them
delight. I beseech you, brother Hindu and other Moslem, Iorsake this sui-
cidal policy, come under the banner of the nation hand in hand and take up
the proposals made by the All-India Congress Committes and the atmosphere
of suspicion and distrust will vanish in no time ”.

Wrongful Detention of Patriotic Youths.

The President then strongly criticised the Government policy regarding
detention of youths of Bengal without trial, Such detention, be said, was
possible only because we were weak, The statement Lord Birkenhead made
in Parliament the other day was an ipsult to India and it was possible only
in a country like India. The Secretary of State for India in defending the
policy of indefinite detention. in jail declared that these youngmen would be
confined in jail so long as the present political atmosphere of Bengal had not
changed and even the semblance of revolutionary movement was not remem- .
bered.. But what hope was there when it depended on the report of the
C. I. D. police who would never say that danger was over. The secret of
it all is that unless these flowers of the nation was shut out from public
activities there was no chance of throttling the Swaraj movement which the
bureaucracy was always seeking to do by” all means. With brute force at
their back the bureaucracy ean pass any legislation they chose to curtail the
birthright of the people. The Indians they say can bark but cannobt bite.
Had Indians been strong all these would have been a thing of the past.

Stand agsinst Exploitation.

“We have accepted Mahatma Gandhi as our political Guru but we have
failed to take up in right earnest the means suggested by him for the attain-
ment of our goal—means which he has suggested as a result of long service
in the canse of the country: Foreign domination is based on exploitation,
pure and simple. It is possible to stand against this policy. Remedy lies
in the spread of Charka and Khaddar but unfortunately we have not as
yet been able to fully appreciate this invaluable message of Mahatmaji.
Had we been able to work out this message even partially British merchants
would have realised that Bengalis have strength”.

In the memorable words of Deshbandhu Das the President said : * The
great answer which I want to give to the buresucracy to-day is boyoott of
foreign cloth, This is the answer which I want fo give to the burcaucracy,
1t not only demolishes their claims but at the same time builds your national
life in a manner which nothing else can do. Those who do not spin must
look to the organisation of spinning. Those who do not weave must look
$o the organisation of weaving., And if we all work bard and'do our littl_e,
the least that anybody can do, I feel sure that within a short time you will
encompass the boycott of foreign cloth, And that day is the beginning qf
our freedom. That day will be the foundation of our salvation. That is

. the gospel which I always preach.”
Utility of Charka.

, ““ Ag long as the Bengalees will live they will carry this message. Where
is that organisation whick Deshbaudhu urged so repeatedly ! Have the Con*



16 APL, ‘2] PRESIDENT’S SPEECH 413
grets committees in Bengal made any sincere sffort towards the spread of
Khaddar? Have thoy been able to do even one hundredth part of what
the Khadi Pratisthan and Abhoy Asram have done? Let us then rectify our
mistake. Lot us take to the boycott movement in right earnest and carry
the message of the Charka into the cottages of the poor. 1 feel the problems
of Hindu-Moslem unity, reconciliation among Congress workers, of ‘untoucha-
bility and other items of the Congress programme can be profitably solved
by the introduction of Charka and Khaddar”, The President then made
several suggestions in which village reconstruction work can be conducted

and health, prosperity and bounty can once more be brought back to the
ruined villages of Bengal. :

Peasants and Laboures.

“ We have to explore wherein lies the woes and agonies of the peasant
and the labourer. Congress will become powerful only when the peasant
and the coolie will themsélves be able to carry the flaz of the Congress.
The story of the woes of the Hindus and the Musalmans is the same and
village work must forin the meeting ground of the Hiudus and Moslems,
Many think that the establishment of Hindu Sabhas and Tanzim Com-
mittees in the land will cause harm to the country as being communal
institutions, Communal interest has no quarrel with the larger interest in
the country, We have been unable to make up our differences because we
were not able to lead our respective communities on proper channelg ”,

The Council Programme.

Referring to the Council programme the President said that he did'not
think that the Council was the only programme of the Congress. The President
continued : ““ When we find that Government ride roughshod over the feslings
of the Council members by disregarding their opinions, that members are allow-
ed only to express their opinion on the budget without having any power to fix
the amount for any item and that resolutions supposed to be in the interest
of the country which are accepted by the Council after discussion' ars not

mdl_ng_ on the Government, we cannot but conclude that it is useless to
:;e?;;n In the Councils, But there is another aspect of the question which can
lazv n:uliﬂgred- The Government want that any act before it is passed into
Ty © accepted by the Council whers some members represent Govern-
Pl ose duty it is always to vote for Government. Legislation accepted by
ouncils can be paraded before the world by Government as haviug bosn
acoepted by the representatives of the people. We should not sllow Govern-
glenb to do this. It is to foil this trick on the part of the Government that
Pongress Wa_ﬂteﬂ to capture the Councils. In the words of Deshbandhu, the
“rosident said, “I have eaid over and over again that the Council dbes not give
you Swaraj but the Council is at the same tine an ingtitution which works
&gainst you. You must remove that obstruction in order to get Swaraj from it,
ut you musg get Swaraj by your own activity.” The Council is not the oaly
Programme of the Congress. Nor do we hope to do any substantial good to
the country by leaving the Councils, During the first three yeoars of the
Reforms when the Councils weres boycotted by the Congress, men could ha
found to enter them with the result that Council proceedings went on un-

bampered. Our leaving the Councils can b
: - e supported only w
not forthooming to contest the eleotion”, i y when mon arg
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Concluding, the President made a fervent appeal for unity and in the
name of Sj. Subhash Chandra Bose and other unfortunate youngmen of Bengal
who were rotting in jail he implored the leaders of all parties and commuuities
to unite on a commeon platform of service to the nation forgetting all petty
differences and take up the true work of the country in right earnest.

Resolutions,

The following are the full texts of the resolutions passed at the
Bengal Provincial Conference held af Maju on April 16 and 17 :—

(1) This Conference places on record its sense of the irreparable loss
the nation has sustained by the tragic death of the brave and noted patriot
Qwami Shraddhanasnda, who dedicated his life to the service of his country
and espoused with fearless devotion the cause of the lowly, the fallen and

- the weak. .

(2) This Conference records its sense of deep sorrow at the untimely

death of Krishnajiban Sanyal and sympathises with the bereaved family.

(3) That as a measure of effective protest against the continued
detention without charge and trial of a large number of our countrymen
(under the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act and Regulation III of 1818)
this Conference urges the adoption and "vigorous purgunit of a programme
of intensive boycott of all British cloth and also of all such British goods
the like of which are produced in India or obtainable in any other country
other than Britain,

(4) This Conference regards handspinning aud handweaving as an
essential programme for comstructive work and requests all Congressmen
and public to spin and wear Khadi, It further recommends the  Bengal
Provincial Congrees Committee to form a Khadi Board for helping the pro-
vincial work and carry out the Gauhati resoclution.

(5) (a) This Confersuce, while deploring the virulence of communal
outhreak in various parts of Bengal makes a solemn and earnest appeal to
all Congress members and Congress workers to hold before their vision
the ideal of Hindu-Muslim unity, to work incessantly and strenuously
for the promotion of better understanding between the two great commu-
nities as far as possible, to keep aloof from all sectional and communal
movements which tend to keep alive the present teusion and always and
everywhere to act as messengers of peace, good-will and a spirit of humble
gompromise, :

(8) This Conference deplores the serious loss of life that took place
ab the village Kulkati on the 22nd of March last as the result of an order
to open fire upon Mahomedan crowd given by Mr. Blandy, the District Magis-
trate of Barisal and while reserving finasl judgment upon the necessity or
otherwise for giving such order, this Confererce emphatically urges that a
full, open and impartial enquiry shonld be held into the matter, and this
Conference would request the B. P. C. C. to appoint a non-official commission
for that purpose.

~ (6) This Conference urges on the B. P. G, C. the appointment of con-
piliatory Board of equal number of members from both the communities
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of Hindus and Moslems to settle communal quarrels and look to the re-estabs
lishment of friendly relationship between the two communities. The Board

will tour in the localities where trouble is apprehended and establish a
oonciliation board there.

(7) This conference stroungly condemns the culpable delayed negligance
of the Government in the matter of re-introducing their Bangal Tenancy
Amendment Bill and urges that a Bill should be introduced at the next

Session of the Bengal Legislative Council when among other things will make
provision for the following ;: —

(a) Transferability of occupancy holdings upon payment of a minimum
amount of selami by way of Landlords’ fee.

(b) Recognition of the tenants’ right to out trees, big tanks and erect
pucea structures upon the Zeminder's land.

(¢) Maintenance of the status quo a8 regards bargadars bhag tenants
and Korfa of under ryots.

(8) This conference declares that the country will not consider any
scheme of taxation for education until and unless the proceeds of such taxar

tion and the policy of Primary Education is completely vested in the popular
control.

(9) The conference requests the B. P. C. C. to arrange publication for
the information of the public of reports at least every three months regard-

ing the grievances, health and whoreabouts of the political prisoners in
Bengal, "

(10) (a) The conference urges appointment of an enquiry committes
and organisation of relief for help of thoze needy families who had suffered
or are suffering in the hands of the Government in their struggle for

the country’s freedom and (b) urges starting of relief fund for help of suoch
sufferers.

(11) 1Inview of the fact that an honourable settlement between the
two disputing Congress parties cannot further be delayed without serious
herm to the ecause of the country, this conference resolves that the leaders
of both parties in consultation amongst themselves should fix a date within
the 30th of Avpril to meet once again to discuss and settls the lines of an
effective compromise between them and requests S, Jogendra Chandra
Chakravarty, the President of the Provincial Conference at Maju, to take all
nocessary steps in the behalf. :

(12) This conference urges upon the Bengal Provineial Congress Coms
mittee immediately to appoint a stronx and representative committes in or-
_der to enquire into the origin, administration and the present position of the
Village Reconstruction Fund which was Deshbandhu’s last and most striking
legacy to his countrymen.

(13) This conference while it dissooiates itself from and disapproves of
the military policy of British Government te send troops from India to fight
against the Chinese people, congratulates the young China and the Chinese
nation on the recent success and assures them of the sympathy and good-will
ot the Indiau people in their hour of peril, :

)

[Pt



e AT L0 Hindu s Mahasabha.

The tenth session of the All-India Hindu Mahasabha opened at Patna
on the 16th April 1927 and continued ™ for the next two days under the
Presidentship of Dr. Moonjee. Three hundred delegates and about 1,300
to 1 400 visitors attended. Madras and Bombay were unrepresented. Those
present on the platform besides the President and the Chairman of the
Reception Committee included Raja Narendranath, Lala Lajpat Rai, Mr,
Rajendra Prasad, Mr. Gouri- Shanker Misra, Hon’ble Mahendra Prasad,
Mr. 8. Sinha, Myr. Deviprasad Sinha, Mr. Sheopat Gupta, Mr. Jagatnarain Lal,
Sri Gurumukrai Swami, Swami Satyadev and Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya.
Mr., P. Ray Chaudburi, Secretary, Hindu Sabha, Glasyow, cabled sym-
pathy and a donation of £3—10s. for the Shradhanand Memorial Fund,
Raja Rampal Singb, Mr. Bhagwandas, Mr, C. Vijiaraghavachariar, Sir J. C.
Bose and the Hon’ble Mr. B. Chakravarthi also sent messages of sympathy.

A dozen Akalis holding swords went about the pandal shouting Jai

Jai and Sri Sat Akal.

At 4-30 p.m. the President-elect accompanied by the Hon'ble Mr,
Ganesh Dutt Singh, Kumar Ganganand Sioha, Maulvi Abdul Bari,
Messrs. Jairamdas Daulatram and others entered the pandal and was warmly
applanded. = A Vedic chorus was then led followed by Hindu music.
Rumar Ganganand Sinha, Chairman of the Reception Committee, then

delivered his walcome address,

The Welcome Address.

In the course of his address the Chairman pointed out in brisf some
of the urgent problems that must engage the serious attention of the Hindu
Sabha. He first of all dealt with the importance of Sangathan, Shudhi and ro-
moval of untouchability and referred to the Patuakhali Satyagraha movement
and wrged the Hindu Mahasabha to take up that question in its own hands,
For, if it was not taken up by that body, there was the danger of that move-
ment being ultimately crushed, but before doing so the Hindu Mahasabha

ghould enquire into and judge of the situation from all points of view.
Proceeding he deprecated and condemned the communal riots that had

taken place in the country in recent times.
Regarding the question of joint electorates the speaker pointed out

that the Hindu Sabha had to consider that question seriously with con-
siderable far-sightedness. He was glad that the Mussalmans prompted by
& spirit of nationalism had agreed to the joint electorates but tho Hindu
Sabha had to consider the various conditions from the larger interest of
the Hindu public. There could be no greater achievement if real unity would

be effected between Hindus and Mussalmans,
He also referred to the case of Kharg Bahadur and urged the Hindu

Sa_bha to express its opinion on that case as also to devise means to stop
thig blot of traffic in girls,
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The Presidential Address.

Dr. B. S. MOONJEE then delivered his speech extempore in Hindi.
The following is a summary of his address :— '

D He referred at length to the Mahomedan conguest of Hindustan and

. to the methods adopted by the Mabomedans in converting people whom they

conquered in Afghanistan, Kashmir and Bengal. By their slow process of

conversion, Mahomedans had been able to make up their minority in Bengal

info a distinct majority reacting on Hindu .conservatism. He pleaded, there-

fore, for & more liberal outlook on the part of the Hindus in matters such as

re-admittance of those Hindus who had been converted to Islam under com-

pulsion, better treatment of women ravaged against their will and_a more

bumane and cousiderate treatment of untouchable classes. The treatment
meted out to them by the so-called bigher classes of Hindus was helping to
swell the ranks of Muslim population in India. He had no doubt in his mind
as to the unfitness of Hindus, in their present helpless plight, against a sister
community’s aggression, to wreck British rule and esrn and maintain Swaraj.
Continuing, he referred to the Mahomedan organisation to convert the
Hindus by instilling the idea into every Mahomedan’s head that it was a
virtue to get at least one kaffir converted to Islam and asked what steps the
Hindus proposed to take to prevent depletion in their numbers. Dr. Moonje
then proceeded to discuss at length the question of the removal of untouch-
ability and differentiated between what he termed temporary uuntouchability
from a hygienic view-point and permanent untouchability handed down from
father to sor. He condemned in strong terms the lutter disability which was
welcomed by Mahomedans for purposes of getting these disabled men inte
their own fold. He then quoted a number of Sanskrit texts from the Dharma
sastras and other Hindu scriptures to prore that there was no meaning in
the perpetuation of caste differences and in permanently disabling a certain
gection of the society by the institution of untouchability. Pleading for an
offective reconstruction of Hindu society, the President urged the withdrawal
of many a social custom such as the ban on sea voyages, the ban on inter-
marriage and inter-dining, ete. He would remind his hearers of the ancient
rule, namely, that by the process of education and learning the lowest could
rise to the highest. He then appealed to the Hindus to support the Suddhi
and Sangathan movements in which alone their salvation lay if they desired
to save themselves from disintegration.

Joint Flectorates.

Continuing, Dr, Moonji referred to the Hindu-Moslem' relations of to-day
as a perpetual civil war and said that the communalism of Mahomedans
was very much encouraged by utterances of Hindu Congressmen. Analysing
the causes of communal relations, he said that, while the Hindus, slthough
fired by great ambitions, were weak in physique the Mussalmans with a better
physique had shown a better instinet for politics and higher independence
of thought. He charged the Moslems with having imported religion into the
purely political movement of non-co-operation thus leading to a wave of pau-
Islamism, To this mentality he attributed Raja Ghagznafar Al’s proposed
amendment to Mr. B. Das’ resolution reiterating the National Demand in
the Assembly. That showed that the Mahomedans were unwilling for the ex-
tension of Reforms without separate electoratés. For this reason the
speaker paid an eloquent tribute to Sir Sankaran Nair for his resolution in

63
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the Council of State recommending the suspension of any extension of
Reforms until the Hindus and Mahomedans agreed to work in a joint elec-
torate. This opened the Mahomedan eyes with the result that Mr, Jinnah
formulated his Delhi offer of a settlement. The President then 'analysed Mr.
Jinnah’s Bombay interview in which he had said that the settlement must be
accepted or rejected wholesale and averred that, taking those conditions
critically, the implications that arose from Mussalman conditions were (1) that
responsible Government would be to the benefit of the Hindus; (2) that, if
the advent of Swaraj was delayed by the folly of Hindus or Moslems, the latter
did not mind if the present system benefitted Britishers at the expense of both
Hindus and Mahomedans ; (3) that the system of joint electorates generally
accepted to confribute to the growth of nationalism and dissipation of com-
munalism: was regarded by the Muslims as something bad which, however,
they were prepared fo accept if a sufficient price was paid by the Hindus;
(1) that a Hindu who is more eager for Swaraj must pay the price demanded.
Calling this a retaliatory competion Dr. Moonjee shuddered to think what
would happex to India if ever ths Hindus were to be infected with this virus.

Necessity of Sangathan and Suddbi,

The President then dwelt at length on the discussion of the Hindu-
Muslim unity. He observed that the morient the Hiudus said Swaraj could
not be attained without Hindu-Muslim wunity, that unity became a market-
abls article and -all laws of econémies concerning demand and supply
immediately came into operation on it. This unity was to his mind a
volaiile eommodity appearing very real and worth having till the price was
paid wher it assumed tho form'of impalpability and intractability. Moslems
cared not whether thére was or was not unity. Examining from another
point of view hé said that 'the Hindus mimbered twenty-thres crores and
Moslems seven orotes and both had to live undef the rule of a race hardly
five crores inm strength and having its home more than 5,000 miles away.
Yet that race had eetablished an-empire. Still the Hindus were assiduously
taught that until the other seven crores in India joined them it was im-
possible to establish Swaraj. Physically, intellectually and commereially an
individual Indian compared favourably with a Britisher but the difference
lay in that the latter was more highly organised while Hindus were dis-
integrated, Swaraj attained through internal organisation was éverlasting
and he would therefore urge that for a Hindu situated as he was Swaraj
was encompassed in his Sangathan and Suddhi and the more he concentrated
would he bring the advent of that Swaraj which should be a pride to possess.
It could be looked at from still another peint of view. The struggle for
Swaraj dated as far back as the defeat of Prithiraj after many successive
wars. When the Hindus tried to regain and realise their Swaraj they were
advised either to adopt Sangathsn and warfare or ease and comfort. Such of
them ds adopted the latter became Mussalmans beginning to trace lineage
from Mahomet Paigamber himeelf and proving that all religions led to the
same goal abd embraced Islam, while others more manly and more self-
respecting ricked their life and prestige by their assertion, To the latter
category belonged Rana Pratap, Guru Govinda, Shivaji. In regard to the
sigument that Swaraj was impossible without Hindu-Muslim Unity he said
that the road to unity meaning Swaraj bifurcaté into bye-laties, one of eass
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and comfort and the other of struggle and worry. By travelling along the
byelanes and merging into the Islamic community radical and permanent
unity was attainable, but if one must follow the traditional and thorny path
of his forefathers he must whole-heartedly concentrate on Shuddhi and San-
gathan, Relaxation of orthodoxy and tearing of sentimentalism were tha
two elixirs toning up the Hindu muscles, ’

Lucknow Paci=—A Blunder.

As to the Hindu reply to the Muslim offer he would say that he hal
never been a believer in pacts and concessions in bringing abaut Hindu-
Muslim unity, He believed in straight and fair lawsof the realm ior the
administration of the country and open competition for Governmant loaves
and fishes. Those, who having survived the prescribed test, were qualifiad
ought to get loaves, while others might step aside until their preparation was
complete. His whole nature ravolted against the introduction of any kind
of communal representation in the elective bodies of the country. There had
never been any experionce of any ‘community in India, however small, not
having got its due deserving share in ths administration of the country and
the patronage of the Government compatible with its competenoy. After
instancing the cases of Christians and Parsis in this respect, he asked why
Mahomedans should not follow their example. The Hindu history never showed
an instance of the tyranuny of majorities ; on the othar hand ths behaviour of
Moslems towards Hindus in Malabar, Kohat, East’ Bengal and Larkana was
proof of their tyranny. The Hindu was steeped in the policy of “ilive and
let live”. Heo was therefore decidedly of the opinion that Hindus should
never accept that communal instinct, They should leave Moslems alone jin
their present mentality to think and act as they pleased but they must give
them a solemn assarance that there ought to be no fear of any possibility of
the Hindus exercising tyranny of the majority in any shape or manuer. [If the
Moslems were unsatisfied and declined to join hands with ths Hindus to put
forward a united demand befors the Statutory Commission, the Hindus must do
80 of their own agcord leaving Moslems fres to try their best and gey what
they wanted from the Governmont. * Lot the Hindus be firm and sternin
their oposition”, declared Dr. Moonje, “and let us be wise over ths bitter ex-
perience of the blunder, thouzh committed in good faith and with best
intentions, of the Lucknow Pact. Dospite the fear that oven that might
prove another blunder hs would agree in a sprit of compromise with the
Hindu legislators’ decision at Delhi recéntly under Pandit ‘Malaviya’s presi-
dentship. After quoting the resolution pissed at the meeting Dr. Moonjes
went on to say that the Hindus should nover accspt the reservation of seats
for the Muslims in excess of the proportion and should remember the 1:sson
that the Muslim bloc in the Assembly taught in respect of the RatioBill and
Imperial Preference, - As for redistribution of Provinces, he wanted to maka
it absolutely clear that the Hindas were sabisfied with the present distribution
and eould never agree to redistribution on ‘the principle of manufasturing s

.majority in population for one ¢ ymmunity or another.

Concluding, Dr. Moonje remarked that if they loft the Muslims severely
alono the Muslims themselves would realise the folly of separation and ocoms
munalism and might eventually come te fesl that it should be to their and
Indiane’ interest if they veered round and merged into Indian unationalism
for the common good of Indis which connoted communal prosperity alse,
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Resolutions.

Following are the full text of the resolutions adopted at the 10th ses-
sion of the All-India Hindu Mahasabha held at Patna. They have been
rendered into English from the original Hindi :— :

(1) This Mahasabha places on record its sense of indignant regret ab
the murder of Swami Sradbanaud. The Mabasabha looks upon his activities
with homour and respect and places on record its sense of profound grate-
fulness for the same and feels that as his every day life was a life of sacrifice
in the cause of the uplift of the Hindu race his death likewise- may be a
gource of great impetus and strength to the sacred cause for which he has
sacrificed himself. This Mahasabha earnestly impresses upon the Hindus that
they should push on the work of shudhi and sangathan and removal of
untouchability, for which Swomiji lived and died ‘with such vigour and
strength that none may dare again commit an atrocious crime like the
mur der of Swamiji.

(The resolution was put from the chair).

(2) This Mahashaba appreciates the heroic apirit of self-sacrifice dis-
played by that brave Nepalese youth Kharag Bahadur on the cause of keeping
inviolated the sanctity of our womanhood and urges upon the Governor of
Bengal to exercise his prerogative of mercy on him.

(Proposed by Babu Padamraj Jaid and seconded by Swami Vichara

panda.) _
(3) This Hindu Mahasabha urges upon the Hindus in general to fittingly
celebrate the tri-centenary of Shivajee which falls on the 3rd of Baisakh and
special arrangements should be made to study and remember his heroic
deeds on that day throughout the country. '

(Put from the Chair).

(4) In order to infuse fresh life and energy into the Hindu race, this
Mahasabha urges upon all branch sabhas and other Hindu organisations to
fittingly celebrate every year the festivals consecrated to their national heroes
like (1) the birth anniversary of Lord Budh, (2) Rana Pratab (3) Guru
Gobind Singh (4) Bir Bends Vairagi (5) Shivajee and (6) Swami Shra-
dhapand.

(Proposed by Mr, Sribari Bajpai and seconded by Baba Guruditt Singh).

(5) This Mahasabha heartily appreciates the work of Hindu Missions
in Bengal and impresses upon every Hindu the necessity of their being ever
ready to help in every possible manner the work of the propagation and
advancement of the Hindu religion.

(Proposed by Pandit Nekiram Sharma and seconded by Swami
Satyanand).

¥ (6) This Mahasabha expresses its appreciation of the judgment of the
Madras High Court in the case relating to the free use of public roads by all
classen of people in Kalapahari, wherein they (the High Court) deolared that
. the King's high ways are open to all. The Mahasabba further impresses upon
the Brahmans of South India, that in view of the present circumstances
round them they pot only concede the right of free use of roads to all but
. ghould treat the untouchables in a humane manner so that they may not be
sompelled to become converts to other religions, The sabha further urges
the leaders of South India to discharge their duties in this conneotion,
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(Proposed by Babu Anard Priya).

(7) This Mahasabha looks upon the Chinese as their brothers for they
(the Chinese) are the followers of Budhism which formed but an integral
part of Hinduism. This Mahasabha therefore wished early termination of
the civil war that the Chiness people are engaged in at the present moment
and expresses dissatisfaction at the attempt of the foreigners in that land to
crush the new Chinese spirit of independence and assertion and protection
of their rights,

(Put from the Chair).

e (8) This Mahasabha regrets that the system of Begar is still in ex-
istence and is ever on the increase every day. The Government should
therefore draw attention of their officers to this and stop them taking Begari.

(9) The Khasias, Bhils, Kols and othar tribes formed but part of the
Hindu community both from the point of religion and civilisation. But all the
same they have been classad as Animists in the last census reports and thus
they have been excluded from the Hindu community. This Mahasabha
therefore urges upon the Government that in the next census they should
be classed as Hindus,

(Put from the Chair).

(10) This Mahasabha strongly protests against the imposition of
Punitive Police tax upon the Hindus of Pabna as also against the imposition
of tax for giving compensation to the Hindus who have been looted by ard
suffered at the hands of the Musulmans in the villages and urges upon the
Government to withdraw the same.

(Proposed by Babu Madan Mohan Burman and seconded by Babu Ananga
Mohan Dam).

(11) In view of the fact that participation in conducting musical pro-
cessions along the King’s highways and public thoroughfares which ave the
inherent right of every citizen generally and the religious rights of Hindus
particularly and that right bas been vecognised by the Privy Council, the
highest court of Justice in the British Empire, this Mahasabha is paine:
at and emphatically condemns all attempts that are made by the execative
authorities curtailing and cireumscribing this right of the Hindus by improper
use of powers given under the Police Act and the Code of Criminal Procedure
for meeting temporary exigeucies of situation. Under the ocircumstances the
Hindu Mahasabha calls upon the Hindus to insist upon-free and unmolested
enjoyment of this right and considers it justified. (a) This Mahasabha
therefore congratulates the Hindus and Satyagrahis of Patuakhaliion their
taking a bold stand in the matter of ingisting on free and unmolested
enjoyment of their religious and civil rights of conducting musical processions
along public thoroughfares and maintaining the struggle practically single-
handed so long and with such commendable determination and calls upon all
the Hindu Sabhas particularly of Bengal to render to the movement every legi-
timate support, (b) Thatin view of the fact that the Hindu Satyagrabis of
Patuakhuli have been and are carrying on their Satyagraha for the preserva-
tion of their well-established rights in a manner thoroughly peaceful aud
constitutional and that disturbances of public peace are caused by the
members of other community, this Mahasabha condemns the action of the
Bengal Government in deociding to realise punitive police tay irom the Hiudus,
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(Proposed by §j. Harish Chandra Vajpay and seconded by Sj. Satindra
Nath Sen). '

(12)" This Mahasabha strongly condemns the kidnspping of Hindu
women and boys by Musalman Goondas in this country, particularly in
Bengal. It has been increasing every day particularly in North Bengal, The
Mahasabha therefore urges upon the Hindu leaders of the Hindu Maha-
sabha in Bengal the necessity of their colleoting particulars about these atro-
cities apd submit the same to the Hindu Mahasabha, They should also

take steps to stop these atrocities in an organised manner by forming
associations of their young men for that purpose, as also they should take
every step that these Goondas received due sentence whenever there was &
casa before a court of law. This Mahasabha impresses upon the Hindus in
general to organise bands of volunteers in every town and villages to protect
the Hindu women and children and save the Hindu community on other
occasions as well. This Mahasabha urges upon the Government also the
necessity of making sufficient arrangements in East and North Bengal aod
where these atrocities have become sc common as also the desirability of not
having Mussalman Police officers in thoss areas as far as possible.

{Proposed by Mr. Dashbandhu and scconded by Prof. Gopi Chand).

(13) The next resolution asked  the high caste Hindus to allow free
access to the untouchables to schools, temples and wells and declared that
in the opinion of the Hindu Mahasabha a Hindu of any rank was better
than & non-Hindu under all circumstances from both religious and social
standpoint, The resolution was proposed by Pandit Neki Ram, and duly

seconded.

(14) This Mahasabha looks upon the condition of the Hindu widows
with concern and resolves that (a) such arrangements should be ‘made for
the education of widows in their homes or in Ashrams as may enable them
to appreciate the ideals of ‘Sati Dharma’ and live the rest of their lives
in an hopourable manper. (b) That the disrespectiul treatment on cere-
monial occasions in Hindu bousehold meted out to the widows should be
done away with, (c) That suitable steps should be taken to save them
from going astray and from the clutches of the followers of other religions,

(Proposed by Pt. Nekiram Sharma).

(15) Auother resolution moved by Pandit Ramchandra Dwivedi ex-
pressed its disapproval of the proposal to make Hindi and Urdu both
compulsory at certain stage in schools in Behar.

(16) The most important resolution moved by Mr, Jai Ram Das on
behalf of the Chair ran as follows : —

(1) While veaffirming the resolution passed in the sessicp of the 9th
Hindu Mahasabha in regard to the principle of communal representation, the
Mahasabha is prepared to consider any proposal for the setlement of political
differences between the Hindus and Muslims with regard to representation in

the legislatures.
(2) (s) In view of the facts that the Muslim community as such bas not

endorsed the proposals made by certain Muslim leaders assembled at Delhi in
March last and has, on the contrary, in several places expressed its disagree-
ment ; (b) that even according to the manifesto issued by the Muslim leaders,
the said proposals are lisble to be rejected by the Muslim organisations
referred to therein and (o) that Mr. Jinnah has stated that the said
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proposals can only be accepted or rejected in toto without modification; the
Mahasabha feels that it will serve no ussful purpose to express any definite
opinion at this stage on the proposals as a whole.

(3) The Mahasabha deprecates any attempt to constitute new provinces
or legislatures for the purposs of giving a majority therein to any particular
community. In the opinion of the Mahasabha the qusstion of the creation
of new provinees should be considered, if necessary, indepsndently of any
proposals and exclusively on their merit.

(4) In view of the fact mentioned above, the Hindu Mahasabha is of
opinion that the matter is not ripe for discussion and consideration by the
All-India Congress Committee. In the opinion of the Mahasabha any dis-
cussion on the part of the All-India Congress Committee at this stage will be
premature and harmiul.

(6) In view of the fact mentioned above the Hindu Mahasabha,
however, suggests the following principles as the basis for discussion :—

(a) Mixed electorate for all legislatures ; (h) Reservation of seats for
a definite period of time to be agreed upon by parties in all legislatures on
a uniform bagis of representation, such as population, voting strength or
taxation ; (o) Uniformity of franchise in each provines. (d) Coustitu-
- tional safeguards for religious or quasi-religious rights and customs.

The Mahasabha calls upon the Working Committes to sound various
sections of the Hindu community in different provinces on tha question and
formulate definite proposals and discuss them with Muslim leaders and report
its conclusions to the All-India Hindu Mahasabha for ratification.

(Put from the Chair and passed unanimously without any discussion).

After passing three other minor resolutions the proceedings of the
Mahasabha came to a close.

The All.India Khilafat Conference

The annual session of the All-ludia Khilafat Conference commenced
at 11 am. in Kifah-i-Am Hall, Lucknow on the 26th February 1927. Con-
sidering tho All-Indin character of the meeting attendance was meagre as
there ware hardly more than 600 people in the hall. Most of the prominent
Khilafatists were, however, present. Procesdings commenged with recita:
tions from the * Quran” followed by the “ ghazul™ specially ' composed for
the occasion.

Maulana Abdul Majid Deryabadi, Chairman, Reception Committes,
read a very interesting and instructive address welcoming the delegates to
the historical place where the Khilafat organisation was first started. Dis-
¢ussing whethor the existence of the Khilafat organisation was'now needed,
he very ably defended its existonce, from religious and other aspecis. He

escribed the past activitios of the organisation and remarked that it was
willing to co-operate with all other Muslim bodies for ‘the welfare and
progress of Muslime, He exhorted Mussalmaus to ba up and doing unitedly

with full vigour.
THE PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS,

After the reception address, Maulana Shaukat Ali informed that the
President-eloct being unwell, Maulana Shafi Daudi would temporarily
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preside. Maulana Abdal Majid Badayuni seconded. Maulana Shafi bﬁgﬂy
asked the delegates to enforce the resolutions with full vigour. Mr. Haji
Haroon’s printed address was then read by Mr. Abdul Rahman, Editor, * Al-
Waheed”. The. address dealt with pan-Islamic and Indian activities,
appealed to the Mussalmans to be united in the policy about Hedjaz and
submit to the correct policy of the Khilafat Committee. About India, the con-
structive programme greatly stressed sconomic and socisl Muslim betterment,
and urged Hindu-Muslim unity. While regretting Swami Shraddhanand’s
murder, the address asked Hindus not to blame the whole community for an
individuale’s irresponsible sct and appealed to the Hindus to respect the just
claims of the Muslims and not to view their efforts to better their condition
as sntagonistic to non-Muslim interest, Finally, the addrees asked the Hindus
to respect the Indian Muslim States in the same way as the Muslims respect
the integrity and honour of the non-Muslim Indian State. When the Muslims
fully sympathise with Nabha and Indore, they expect similar treatment
from the Hindus and Sikhs.

After the presidential address was over, the meeting dispersed to meef
again on the next day, the 27th February when the Conference was con-
verted into *“ The World Muslim Conference, Indian Branch.”

Maulana Shaukat Ali announced that the president-elect, Hakim Ajmal
Khan could not come on nccount of the illiwess of the Nawab of Rampur and
proposed Dr. Ansari of Delhi to ocoupy the chair. He dwelt at length on
the services of Dr. Ansari in this cause and said that he was the most
suitable man for presiding over their deliberations.

Dr. Ansari on assuming the chair delivered an extempore gpesch.
Referring to the World Muslim Conference just constituted he said that
naturally it might be asked that such an organisation was likely to clash
with the Khilafat Committee but a cursory perusal of its aims and objects
wonld assure everyone that it was neithor antagonistic nor parallel to
Khilafat. The aims and objects of the organisation were to have a common
public platform for the Indian Muslims of all shades of opinion and it would
have nothing to do with the Indian affairs and would deal with Pan- |
Tslamic matters and try to make a common cause with the Muslims of the
whole world, The Khilafat Committee on the other hand was a political
organisation of people of definite ideals and such Muslims as were unwilling
to join the political organisation should not hesitate to join the “Motamar .

Continuing the President said that no doubt they were Muslims buf
they should not forget that they were Indians first and last and always and
as such they should give up communal mentality and bear in mind that
communal leaders, be they Messrs. Lajpat Rai and Malaviya or Sir Abdur
Rahim or Jinnah, were not friends of India. This communal mentality was
responsible for all the bloodshed and riots that had greatly perturbed the
national life of the country. He, therefore, appealed to them to have no-
thing to do with communalism but try their utmost to liberate their country.

The President then asked Mr. Sbwaib Qureshi to read the draft cons-

‘titution of “Motamar” which is the Urdu equivalent of the organisation.

The Conference then effected some minor alterations in the constitution
which was read.

The Conference was then adjourned in the afternoon when speeches were
delivered and the remaining work of the Khilafat Conference completed.
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All.India Women's Conference.

The First All-India Conference of women was opened at Poona in
the afternoon of the 5TH JANUARY 1927. It was the climax of a
series of women's conferences held in various parts of India during the
past few months and was the outcome of the effort to co-ordinate their
work and formulate lines of advance on all fronts, espscially educational.
Delegates from all parts of India attended. The Rani Saheb of Sangli,
Chairman of the Reception Committee, in her address, said that women’s
education had passed through all stages of total apathy and indifferencs,
ridicule and oriticism and the time was, therefore, ripe for further advance
wherein women might help in formulating the basic principles of educational
policy and programme, It would help the Government if women themselves
declared what they should have their children taught. They would be able to
clearly say what was wanted by women and she believed that tha Government
would welcome such effort on the part of the women of India. Whatevar
the policy and plan of female education laid down by the Confersnce as a
result of the discussions, she was emphatic that Indian culture, Indian tradi-
tion and all that was best in the past of Indian womanhood would have to be
preserved and secured in any future scheme.

The Maharani of Baroda's Address.

The presidential address of the Maharani of Baroda was a stirring eall
to action. ““ A few decades saw the curse of ‘suttee’ - removed from our land,
With a like determination thess social evils can all be avercoms,” she declared
?‘fter a brief review of the many social practices retarding women's advance,

Women of Turkey broke from these bonds; so can we.” It was pleasiug,
the Maharani continued, to watch the signs of general awakening in the
public mind throughout the country in the cause of advancement and eman-
Cipation of women. A noteworthy feature of rapid progress the women had
made recently had been the sincere co-operation of the sterner sex in contrast
to the experience of other countriea.

Referring to ‘physical training she said that it was a simple thing to say
that girls should receive it. It was nothing so simple to decide on the actual
forms it should take. Physical culture should bring not only firmness of
body but vigour and freedom and joyiulness of spirit.

_ Turning to the subject of co-education, the Maharani observed that though,
1t must be admitted that separation of sexes was in itself artificial, separation
was alzo required in order that a peculiar type of mind, of personality and
of culture which constituted the attraction of womanhood might be developed.
here was thus a definite need for *separate schools and colleges for girls
and women in which life and not merely courses of study shall have reference
to the nature of pupils and character of women we wish to cultivate.” Here
& difficulty of no small dimension was that the majority of women were
ocoupied with probleme of female education and had their education along
lines laid down by wen, The great difficulty, therefore, was to attain
8ufficient freedom of judgment from bias which this kind of education had
8iven, She urged on them to free themselves of the hias and obtain a really
distinotive point of view., Viewed from the standpoint of different types of
character which should be developed in boys and girls, there should be
differences even in the kinds of literatire whieh predominated on the oue side
and on the other. '

b4
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‘On »comﬁulsory‘ primary education: ~what*the Conferance. Had to consider

. wag not the necesmty of such a measure but the, ways of removing difficulties

“'in the apphcatlon of .an aducatmnal policy which they desited. “What was
,needed for the | succaas of the measure was active and persistent propa-

_'ganda among women. aod she felt ‘that  local organishbions - lfnder ‘the

"'guidance of a Central Women's League could do a great' deal in' that

" direction.
Gommg next to the ec0nom1c value of 'education' the’ Ma.haram gaid t‘.hat;

» phera Was a fendency to . retard, even to oppose, urgent reforms in “women’s
educatlon because it was belioved that for womeén’s ‘education to have economic
. value it must ‘be on the same line as that 'of men. ‘Thé Conference must
" show iti.fo be false. ‘“If our girls’ education is to 'be on other lines, ‘education
of tf;ose wbo are to teach them must be ‘on ‘other lines. ° I can conceive no
way in which Lady Irwin could aseist in 'the progress and advance of Indian
" womanhood . .Joore than in using, her capacities to .oblain the establishment
of a r,ef?lly “efficient trammg college for women teachers which will " train
..women.__for the _ ta,sk of re-birth and regeneration of Irdian education’ for
" women and gnls. 3
“The whole quesbmn of the legal statusof . Women in marriagé with regard
to property, divorce, control of children ‘and many other matters should"be
systematioally “ énguired into " and- ‘proposals “discussed, © Thinking as they
\shouldsido s of+Indian: svomen - in.general; : they would noti; beiable todevote
Iheir attention-spocially to any' particular greups. . “There wass howeyer, ene
1, gronp; of i womengrswall i perhaps; in. number,- who,;:once.; emaneipated: and
soundly :6dnoateds ¢fuld do much.for the women, of +India. .i8he spoke of ~the
_\India.n princesses, ;- Tha Cogfgraaoe should state -in-no, uneertain-termy “its
views on the’reforins -needed in-this direction.

.Dueu..u:on on Resolutions,

«Thera was full attendance of delegates when the Conference *reasssmbled
on the next day, the 6TH JANUARY 1927. Tha strong: -appeal =of the
- President; ‘iri vher: address;'to eultivate : women's! ‘distinctive 'outlook free
' from biagoinduded>by the: man-made system ofi edueation:was-embodied
“in: a~ présmble ‘to the resolution. ~The: present 'system' ofeducation, it
maintained, was thought outy primarily in«theiintérbst: of  the I'‘boydand
was ' formulated by imen. "The' time -has vow: ‘eone  fob women to' review
nand: reform' this= systemaand ‘resolutions heéreinafter 1td -be radopted:iwould
lioffer & constructive 'programme to'~thoser who!'had” alreadyshown & sineere
idesire: to promote ‘advancement: ofi-eddcation. + The first: rreésoclution» was
«'adopted deflning "educations: as's training « which: would) enable a rchild ‘or
~dndividaalito’ develop' his or herlatent:eapacities to ' their fullest-extent for
“thig service of ihumatity and nshould includerelententy’ fon: physical;r miental,
remotional, eivil and spivitual! development,.

, "(2) Compulsory moral - training.

. Sister Subbslaxmi then.proposed: the ; next -resolution, .demanding=that
.mozal, training:hased on spiritual idealsishould sbe-mads ‘compulsory for all
: schools and. colleges. Mr;_.Am.u:nda.les,--»f;eammdisng‘,6 expreesad ~the,opinion ithat

.thé fundamentals of  all, religions, should be: taught' in:.scheols so that. she
»present lack: of. wdarsmxdmg: (ameng: ;the | racer. and. individuale,: mights:be

removed and the nation’s progress be ensured. Mrs, Hang..Mehta=led héhe
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oppga'i’ti_o_n with ;t;,heﬁslogag: § Morg.litg a,r;d _religion Can grow frpp within,
Th’ﬁy"gapnoh be. engraftéd from outside.” “-Afbéi:‘»-somjémqlle dié‘uqapidtgftﬁe_{-i
resolution' wag carried by a majorityL T AR PG ST S akmilbea Tt

(3) Compulsory physical training.

The third resolution that a complete course of physical training ghould
be made compulsory in boys and girls’ schools was adopted.

(4) Education. of women.

The last resolution of the day was that in edutation of girls and women,
teaching in ideals of.- mathezhood, besutifying of. home. as  wall 1as;,§§igiug in
the methods of #acial i servien, ;should (be [kept..uppermosty, Mrs. :Menon, on. 1,
behalf of  the unmarried professional ;women, -urged that.tha. Con e%@% o
should not lay too much stress on motherhood. Mrs. Kamals Chattopadhaya,
mgdg.og;,azabgqgg plea. for teaching. the art of begngiiyiqg ggm?rf_whicﬁ
wag tha best place.for them to. devalap, mentally and spiritually.. The reso-

ution wag carried and the Conference rose for the day, =~

Somre: more  iresolutions: were adephed ; by ithe Conferenge in. its sitting, .
on the-8rd:day, the 7TH JANUARY. The. first, read 1 *“ This, Conferance 3
deplores-the: effest: of early marriage, .onieducation and urgesithe Goyern-:.
menti;to:pass. legislation to'-make marriaze below, the age.of.16.a penal ..
offence. It demands that the age of. consent be raised to.sixteen. ;. It .;whole -
heartedly ‘supports-Sir ‘Hari.Singh Gour’s Bill which-is to come, -beiere.the |

gislative Assembly this month as a step towards raising the age of:consent;...
bousixteen: ‘and .sends i deputstion . to.conyey bo-the Legislative Assembly
the dentand of : this Conferenceon. this.vital .subjeat.”. Mrs. Cousins moyed,.
andLady Sadasiva Aiyar seconded ithe: resplutione Mrs. Hans Mebta, pleaded,,
fordegislation:to ‘daclare marriage below, the ageof 16 illegal,... This -ﬂ?@?ﬂl 3
8 strong apposition.from ' Poona. delegates whe resented,she idesiof . dealaring.,
masteiages illegal aftor. they: hadbean: ongs; performed. ‘They,, bowever,
favourad ghe’ propasslito- penalise <the: partins conoorned,’ Adter Aurther;
speeches; the resolution. was:unanimously adopted... |

. Two more resolutions were.also-passed onthis day. .- The first demsnded
that: primary . edueation::fori boys and givls be made gompulsory.) that tha .
present: vernaoular text-booka:be.revised .and supplemented hy, books suitabla.
forohildren and that women should be on;-all .atteudance, committees,.. 18,
other : nrged:-inclusion of- preparatory. manual, training.,in. the, ourmenlam .
suited. o the! child's:need-and daily . experiance. | R .

The All-India ‘Women's Gonference -coneluded on ther STH JANUARY,:

after- adopting” several fésolutions “urging’ addition'sof fine: arts,'advanesd:

omestic sojence, jounalisin, mocial service‘and <drohitesture as roptionaliahbe:
jeots - to the _college currivuls and’ that« ucholars’hips‘-'--be?mﬁ'.wad to' ‘womeéen
Btl?ﬂants“ to attract them ' to ‘take  up law,medicine, ?aooinlw?soi:?nm'"anda
tink"arts, - Othiér resolutionis- favoured the establishmens of residential solleze:
for women ‘and’ appointmeant- of 'a ‘lady" professor: as: alwiser. ini.calleges!
whore there'were women: ‘studerits and tequeited’ the ‘Governnient toprovide:
mistresses for ‘teaching women idn' thdir (Héwes. | The  Confdrence iressms
wended that ‘Government: reeognition shonld: be given to Suecossinl ednear
biongl institutions’ ‘which had: adopted - the' ‘ourriculs rsuggested by the.

Onference, ‘}ike the‘Indian Women's ' Universityi« A standing  committes:
W8 nppointed oonsiating 'of the Mabarani of vBaroda vas tPresidentiil Reni:

JITEN Y
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of Sangli, Mrs. Naidu, Lady J. C. Bose and Rani of Vizianagaram as
Vice-Paesidents ; Mra. Cousins as Chairman and Kamaladevi Chattopadyaya,
Secretary with 14 other members with powers to co-opt. \

A L Youth Confefénce,

The folldwing address wae delivered by Mr. T. L. Vaswani. the Presi-
dent at the A. I. Youth Conference held at Gurukul, Hardwar during the
Jubilee cel_ebrations of the National University on Friday the 18th March

1927.

“ Priends, If 1 had my own option in the matter I would not gpeak, I
would rather sit amidst you in silence ; for in silence is strength. Many cen-
turies ago there appeared in ancient China a Rishi called Confucious. And
he said " Heaven is silent ; the seasons change and all things multiply, —
Heaven is silent.” I1f Heaven is silent, must not man, also, learn to be
silent ? And I have felt again and again that India needs inspiration of
what is more than words—the inspiration of silent service, the inspiration
of a mighty deed of sacrifice. And even as I speak to you, young friends,
1 breathe out an aspiration that our actions may go much further than all
our worde, : '

“Yon have chosen for this chair a poor unworthy man, a ‘darvish’ of
the desert. You have summoned me from my seclusion and silence to give
you s message., The Lord has linked my heart with the young from the
beginning of my days. I come to you not as a scholar or leader ; I coms
as a servant of the young. I come to have your blessings., I come with
love in my heart. I come with some thing else also—with faith in you,
the youth of the Nation, with faith in India and her destiny. 1 believe pro-
foundly that you who are young can build a nation of the strong, s nation
of the free. I give you the tribute of my homage and " affection. - you are
the path-finders of to-morrow. You are the builders of a greater India.
Many have told me, many have sent me letters to say, that- young men are
going astray. Some think the young are running info ruin, - Many of my
gountrymen are pessimistic about the youth. I come to you with immense
optimism in my heart. In my quiet retreat, away from the high noise of
the day, I have command with ‘the stars of the clear star-lit skies of my
native land. And I have said to myself :—''The same star looked upon
the India of the long ago, - India then was mighty as she ig fallen to-day.
Indias then was strong, rich and prosperous as she is poor to-day. India
then was the leader of the nations, a ‘caru’ of bumanity,. as India, alas!
is treated to-day almost as sn untouchable among the nations of earth.”
Then have I shed tears and cried in the darkness of the night: ““ Oh
mother, the ancient mother, Mother Ind a ! why hast thou hidden thy face

'of beauty and strength from thy children to-day ¥’ And I have heard a
voice saying:—Be not dismayed,—my young 8ons and young daughters
will build 8 new pation on mnobler lines in the  coming days.” Yes,
‘the youth will build a greater India. 1 come to you with the message of hope
and faith. To-day the country is divided. To-day there is a depression in
maoy hesrts. 1 am an humble servant of the young. I come to you with
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faith immense in India and her Destiny. Young men of India can work'
wonders, But they must be united in one body in a common service, They
must be united in the strength of faith in India and the Indian Ideals. .
To-day we start the * Bharat Yuvak Sangha,” an Order of Young India.

“ The very first article of the Order’s faith must be faith in “Bharat
Dharma,” India has not lived for herself. India lives to give the message of
the Rishis—ths message of the Ancient Wisdom —to the world. Let young
men be filled with the inspiration of Indian ideals. If they perish, they must
perish the hope of India, One important object of the Order of Young Iudia
should bhe tg study and spread Bharat Dharma, I ask you that are young to
turn your thoughts away from the distractions and depression of to-day to the
wighty destiny that awaits India. An Upanishad has well declared : —** A
man becomes what he thinketh upon.” Think, then, of what India may be
in the coming days. Think of the mighty potentialites within you to make
her fulfil her mission to humanity, I N

Bharat Yuvak Sangha.

“The Bharat Yuvak Sangha should have “aghramas.” There must, gradu-
ally, be built a net-work of “‘ashramas” throughout the length aud ‘breadth of
India. I have in my mind a picture of an ideal “ashram.” I have not'tho
time to deseribe the picture to you in its several aspects to-day. I shall be
content with an imperfect statement of three or four aspects of the picture,
The “ashrama” as I think of it, should, among other things, teach this central
truth of pational advance :—Be strong. I want India’s youth to be aons
of ‘Shakti.’ I want every young man to develop strength, and therefore to
develop first his body and train it to be a servant of the ideal. To-day young
men are weak., Many years ago an Englishman came to Sind, He described
the Sindhis as strong in phyeique. To-day Sindhj young ‘men are weak in
body, Coming' to the Punjab, rich in noble traditiens and memories of the
martial spirit, what do I see § The Punjabi young men, too, are declining
physically. And my esteemed friend, the Chairman of the Recesption
Committee, Mr. P, K, Ghosh will agres with me that the Bengalis, too,
have declined pbyeically. I want the young to be strong, India needs strength,
~ all possible strength to-day, strength of body, strength of mind, strangth of
the Atman. No weak pation may hope to be free. ook not for freadom to

uncil debates, look not for freedom to pérchments of Parliament. Fresdom
will grow out of “Shakti”. Be strong. Weakness is a sin. And belisve me,
the body is the temple of God. How true is the ancient Sanskrit saying,
“Shariram Brahmamandiram ” | The first lesson, 1 would bave the young
0arsn in the ““ ashrama” is—* be strong ”, the second is * be simple.” Indeed,
in true simplicity is strength. A Lahore friend told me that young Punjabis
8re running after fashions. Fashion is folly, ~Study the lives of India’s great
men, They have been eimple. The *rishis’ of Aryavarts,—how simple
they were ! The heroes and teachers of India,—from the mighty days of
bri Ram Chandra, down to our own dark days, —illumiued by the lifs and
®xample of Mahatma Gandhi,—have besun simple, | , 3

“In the ‘ashrama,’ as I think of it. I would =lso'have every young
man observe this rule that he must do at least one act of service overy 'day.
" Shewa,’ service of the poor, is what envolves and enriches life.  Service
of the poor is the end of knowledge. ‘ : S

. "Westand on the threshold of & new age., Shall we have 'a pew
India,—s Iiberated India? Who will lsy the foundation of a new nation |
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In overy provmce are needed youngmen, who would be sons of.strength and .
courage, ' shakti’ worshippers. Such youngmen, filled with the Indian
ldeal and rich in wealth of renunciation and sacrifics will open & new chapter
in our hubary Youngman,, who -would . be “ Bhikkhus? in.- spmb united ..
toggt}:% in tha service, of love, can.work miracles. .

aheve me, they wait for you-—-the multitudes in the nountry They,.
wait for you. Thay wait for the message in towns and villages, There is'a .,
bea.ﬁhinl story in an ancient book. . A boy says to his mother.:—'* Mother !
you have spoken oft; to, me. of Shri Krishna, Is Krishna. alive?” “ Yes,”
the mother says, “ the. Lord ls not; dead, he lives.” ‘“1 see him not,” Says.-
the boy. And the mother says, ‘' If you would see him, my chlld  YOU. must
practise one. Sadhan.” And he says, “I am ready, teach me.” And the
mother says, “ My boy, if you would meet Krishna,. thy Lord, offer every
day, this little . simple .prayer, wxbh faith. and love.in thy, heart, May.I, "
O Lotus-ayed ! be a sacrifice to thes.” ,

Message ,of India. .

* Youngmesn !" offer. this. ancient ;prayer.  Purify, and strengthen your
life with this ancient aspiration:: * May I, .0, Lotus-eyed, ba.a sacrifice 0.
Thee:}” Then go outto the multlbudea that. wait with hungry hearts for the -
meszsge of India,—the message of ‘ Bharat Dbarma. Go, and. tell t.he:_n_,
thet, India, lives for. a mighty mission..” Carthage and.Babylonia are gone,..
India livesion:. Bome, that, dreamt , the, dream .of dominion and. conguest;,
Rome .is gones—India lives .on. Greece, the cradle of culturs; the shrine .
of art and philasophy, Greece is gons,—India lives..on,- Not .without: a purs
pose.. - Iudia lives. to .give a mighty message, to; the. nations; and_..what .
grester.. privilega, than this,.—to,doand die in, the service,of Indiad. Go and.
spread.this anesaage, in town after town, .. village after: v:llaga. And _with; the .
beanty of:the ancient 1deal.ﬁhypnolnse the swhole: of Hindusthan 1.”

Punjab Provincial,Muslim . League:

At s general meebing of the Punjabr Provincial Muslim League /held at.
Lahore on, the. IST MAY 1927, Sir Mahomed Shafi, President, delivered
» long opeping address in .the course of which he referred to Mr.. Kilkar's
preaméut.ml' addreaa at the, Hindu Maha, Sabha held at, Cawnpore, .in Decem-
bfr 1925.and the offers made’ by him to. thefMuslxm community and said,

that the Delhi Conferpnoes dld in March last was to accept the’ oﬂer
thurma.de only 16 ‘months pravmualy, but . he, expresaed great dlsappom.,-
ment_ that , the Hinda' Sablia politicians have .now turned. a domplete
somersaplt, almost_ immedxately after the publication of ths statement issued.
by M1’ Jmnql:;., The ‘Punjab ‘Hindu Sabha passed a resolution that the,
Congrasa had no right to represent the Hindu community jn any negotia-
tions with the Mpalims apd further thatany. kind of settlement .arrived at
batyeen leaders of the Muslim 'League and those of the Congress among
whom, Mabomedan leaders are included, would “in no way be \bindigg.
on the Hindu community snd this in spite of the fact that an. overwhelman,,

jority of . Musliws preseut at the Delhi Conference had nophing whatover

to do, with the Congreas organization,
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Sir-Mahomed then -refarred to’ the regolutions. adopted at Patna by the

Hindu Mahasabha and the opinions of the Hindu press, and said that there
“'wag inot ' a single Hinduwewspaper whother conducted in Eoglish or in any
@ vernacular languages which had acocapted the proposition,‘adopted at the-Delhi
"*Muslim Qonference. : In spite-of: Mre. - Naidu’s efort todraw ~him- out,  Mr,
-1@Gandhi had refraired from expressing-any opinion onrthespecific  propesition
“adopted at Delhi, indulging merely.in vague general ‘platitudes not .caloulated
“to give any definite lead to Hindu public opinion. Neither Pandit-Nehru aor
Mr. Sen Gupta has come out with any declaration: ene-way: arthe rother,
‘Coneluding his address, Sir Mahomed Shaf said that until,the, mentality of the
¢ Hindu Mahasabha undergoes the: necessary change and that hody.comes to
¢ realise  that without Hiudu-Muslim unity the attainment of Swaraiﬁi_or our
common motherland iz absolute impossibility, and finally until an sffective
n8uarantee of , the protection of its vital -interests is forthcoming, the Muslim
-+ community will ecntinue tosinsist on the retention of separate communal electo-
‘rabos. assan integral.part of the -Indian Constitution. . In_ the existing
«-unfortunate conditions obtaininy.in this country, the introduction of the. joint
. -electorates ig- certain to: prove a:periodically recurring icause - of friction
..between the-two great communities, fatal to the causs of .dvdian nationalism

~-8nd oreative::of- difficult. and complicated. administrativa prohlems for. the
~«Government,

-

“Resolutions

“After” the  presidential address was ‘over “tha’ League, ‘held a ‘fhres
hours’ discussion and unarimously adopted 4 lengthy resolutions. ' The firss
resolution” was moved' by Sheik ‘Abdul’ Khader, noting with regret the scant
. Sourtesy shown by  the Hindu press ‘and the ‘Hindu’ Mahagabha towards the
" Delhi Muslith Conference propositions, “exhorting ‘Muslims to- close. up 'the
‘ranks, and support’ the valuable guarantee of their legitimate interests fur-
‘nished by the right of communal representation in the country’s legislatures
which ‘they have enjoyed for the last seventeen years and considering it
useless for the Muslim minority in this country to formulate any proposals
; Particularly in the face'of the irrecoscilable ‘attitude ‘adopted by the Hindy
“*Mahasabha,
The . second resolution ‘moved by Sir Mahomed Igbal reiterated the
League's conviction “that in the existing political condition in the ecountry
- #oparate communal eléctorates provided the only means of making the cantral
-and provincial legislatures truly representative of Indian peaples and em-
' "Dhatically opined that, so long as' an equally bffective guarantee “of “Muslim
" intérests was not forthcoming, the Muaslim community could not but continue
. Yo iusist on the retention of communal electorates a8 an -essontial part of the
- Indian constitution, :
The third resolution ‘repudiated  the “allegation that geparate communa}
, Blectorates were responsible for ‘ Hivda Muslim dissensions, and asserted that
“they were the outcoms of the ' Suddhi and Sangathan movements started by
the Hindu Mahasabha, :
. . The fourth' and !last’ resolution protested ‘against the prononncements
Made” by 'Dr, ' Mobnje at -the Hinda Sabha, 'Caloutta, snd at the Hindu
~Mahasabhia at  Patna, regarding ‘them as being fatal to the cause of Indian
“tationalism and warned the' Mahasabha to stop Dr, .Moonje’s  activities,

-
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' ' The Bengal Muslim Conference.

. ' Tha Bengal Provincial Muslim’ Conference; beld at Barisal on the 8th
May 1927, coucluded abru ptly on account of  a rain storm. The Chairman of
the Reception Committee, Khan Bahadur Hemayatuddin Abmed, had read
- only a portion of his speech welcoming the delegates when it began ©o rain.
The rest of the Khan Bahadur’s speech as well as the presidential address
was delivered on the next day, the 9th May, the Conference sitting at 8 a, m.

- instead of in the afternooun.

Sir Abdur RAHIM, presiding, began with the Kulkati incident in
‘which several Mahomedans were shot dead by the police. He expressed
absolute disappointment at the wttitude which the Bengal Government bad
agsumed in this case, but hoped that when the new Governor found time to
study the facts relating to the Kulkati occurrence he might try to accept the
Muslim view of it, notwithstanding what his Muslim and Hindu Ministers
have advised him. He expressed similar disappointment at the attitude
taken up by many Hindu politicians, chiefly among the supporters of the
Government. In suggesting remedies, Sir A. Rabim said :—“We have failed
to secure an independent enguiry in this important case. The only other
means left to us is to seek such remedy as persistent constitutional opposition
in the Legislature affords, For that purpose I have sought a clear mandate
from my community in North Oaleutta constituency whom I more particularly
represent and thrown out a challenge to the supporters of the Government to
defeat me if they can and thus prove that the Muslim public opinion does not
support me. If this constituency gives a verdict in my favour there will be
po reasonable excuse left to- anyone for doubting what our community wants
and if any Muslim member of the Council still hesitates to respect the deci-
sion of the Mussalmans of North Caloutta his duty will be to resign his seat
and seek re-election. Otherwise, I should be entitled to call upon every

Muslim member of the Council to offer constitutional opposition to the
present Governmenb until redress is obtained. !

Ajter condemning communal propaganda, he referred to music before

' mosque, stating the general propositions regarding this question, He referrad
to the local practice and said : Tf these principles are acted upon by both
communities it is possible that even in the present tension of feolings there
will be very few colisions ; but whatever we may lay down the key of the
sitnation must always remain in the hands of the Executive authorities. If
they consult leading men of the two communities whenever they apprehend
any trouble and come to a bonafide decision ro reasonable man should obiect
to the enforcement of their orders in accordance with the law and in the
manner requived by thetrue noeds of the situation. The most satisfactory
and lasting solution bowever cal only be reached if influential leaders of both
communities approach the gnestion in 8 spirit of give and take and then
resolutely excrt all their influence to seo that the agreed decision be properly
carried out.

Regarding the Shuddhi movement, Sir Abdur said : Under the law
avery believer in & particular religion is entitled to preach its dootrines and
to bring within its told auy oue who wishes to come in. No Muslim that I
know of has ever questioned such right ; but I do nut understand why such
great zeal and energy should be devoted to provisg that with the exception
of a handful the reat of the Mussalmans in India were originally Hindus:. 1
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believe a fair hody of opinion is growing in Barisal which demands that thesa
disputes and collisions, which are so entirely alien to the traditions and spirit
of the people of this provinee, should not be allowed to continue to mar the
Peace and harmony of social life.

Referring to the elections, he dizcussed both communal and joint eleeto-
rates.  “On an important question of this character and magunitude no depar-
ture shonld be made from the existing practica except with the approval
of both tho parties concerned, That is why Lord Lytton in hizs farewell
address the other day said that this was a matter for arrangemént betwesa
the two communities. What is very significant is that while Hindua opinion
is strongly in support of joint electorates, Muslim opinion, excapt perhaps of
a fow individuals, seems to be equally set in the opposite direction, It is my
Own personal belief that, but for the pronounced anti-Muslim propaganda of
a certain class of politicians having considerable position and influsnes in their
community and the unfortunate collisions that are t1king place almast daily
Muslim opinion would not have besn so decided against joint electoratas.
When mutual trust and confidencs have been so largly destroyed, the founda-
tion for co-operation in an electorate is necessarily weakened. The fesling
has grown strong among the Mussalmans throughout the length and
breadth of ths ecountry that if we yield to the demands and threats of

~ those Hindu politicians, who started the movembent for a changs, Muslim
interests will be seriously endangerad. '

Concluding, Sir Abdur Rahim said that the desire for communal or class
or caste nomination must be replaced by a spirit of co-operation and goodwill
in advancing the interests of the ganeral population. This is the pivot of the
entire policy which I placed hefore the country in the manifesto of the Bengal
Muslim Party, T venture to state on behalf of my community that it is not
within the scope of its ambition to dominate othar communities. They are
sincerely anxious to work in friendly co-operation with the Hindu communi-
ty 1in a seli-governing India. It is mnot my belief that it is the desire of the
general community to dominate over us; bub we cannot ignore the faot that
thero are distinguished and accredited leaders of a large school of politieal
thought who from timo to time express sentiments which add to the anxiety
of Mussalmans as to how a Hindu majority may exercise its powers. Wae are
80 anxious to advanco the political status of our country that wa are prepared
to settle differences in a friendly conference with the leaders of the other
Community, however provocative may be the attitude of some of them.

S‘ind Hindu Provincial Co.nferénce.

The session of the Sind Hindu Provincial Conferencs opened at
Sukkur en the 1ST MAY 1997 under the presidency of Lala Lajpat Rai. The
bairman Mr. Virumal Begraj, in a bold and fearless but restrained speech,
after condemning the atrocious murder of Swami Shraddhanand, deplored
that Sind which was the birth place of Sufism (union of religions) had now
becoms the hothed of communal dissensions 'as a result of fanatical pro-
Paganda in Muslim quarters, both from within and without., And the
result was the Larkhana riots followed by the byeplot at Begraji. If
Mahumedans claimed the right of conversion why were Hindus baing deprived
0f the right of Shudhi and reclimation. With regard to separation of Sind,
Bb
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he declared that apart from political and ecouomic oxpediencies Mahomedans
had forfeited tho trust of the Hindus and completely shaken their faith
_and aroused numerous doubts and fears in their minds by their conception
of Mahomedanising everything. He urged reorganisation of Hindu pan-
chayats and sangathan so as to make them a living force and through them
of starting of separate educational and other institutions for Hindus. Hb»
also stressed on the study of Hindi, . physical development, reformation of
temples, and eradication of scecial evils like eorly marriage. With rega:
to music before mosques he cited the recent instances in which a Maho-
medap living in the neighbourhood of his pross kept beating drums,
trumpets and musical instruments for a number of days continuously on the
occasion of s marriage, and when he asked his other Muslim peighbours
%o stop him they all laughed and had to admit that their desire to enforca
this demand against the Hindus was extremely arbitrary and unfair,

Tpng PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS,

Lala Lajpat RAI then delivered his address extempore for over two hours
in which he asked the Hindus to give up amildness and develop sternness of
charzoter, mind and body so as to offer successful resistance against any
encroachment on their rights. :

He regroetted that a fitter person than him was not appointed Presi-
dent because temperamentally he folt he was nobt the fittest for this
work and he was not so well acquainted with the Sind problems. Expres-
ging regret at Pandib Malaviya's absence owing to illness, he paid a
glowing tribute to his piety, learning and unflinching and ardent love for
Hinduism. Referring to communal tensiou, he said he was pained to see
that the two great communities, who formed the nation and who were
destined for ever to live in this land, could not pull on peacefully
together. His one consolation was that in their national evolution this!
stage was not only inevitable but also nesessary. He hoped that when they
emerged from this ordeal thoy would be purer and stronger. Without °
this real strengtn Swaraj, even if got as a giit, cou'd not long be retained.
He exhorted the Hindus to face this fire manfully and come ount of it purer
like gold,

Referring to loeal problems, Lala Laipat Rai said that although he was nob
intimately conversant with them he realisad that tho position of Hindus as an
extinct minority was very delicate but he assured them that they were not
alone in their battle. Hindus in other provinces would always be ready to
help and support them. Ho exhorted the Hindus of Sind to participate in the
All-India Hindu activities, To the wealthy men of Sind he reminded that
their wealth was useless and might disappear in the wink of an eye as it did
in Kohat and Ssharanpur and all their pzid keepers and watchmen would be
oi no avail if they do not use it in opening iustitutions for the developmenb
of the mind and body of their young men and training thom up as a defence
foroe. He regretted to find the pbysical condition of Hindus and Hindu

children in Sind eo poor. Early marriages were rampant in Sind and the
habit of drinking appeared to be common The ocondition of women too
was very backward, He, therefore, exhorted them to strive to remedy
these deficiencies. He appealed to the young men to devslop stornness of
charaster, mind and body. '
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Referring to the ensuing All-India Congress Committee meeating, he
said that although he was a davotee of the Congress whose prestizge was
higher to him than of any other body, he was of opinion that the Congress
decigion on communal questions should be arrived at after due consultation
with the Hindu Maha Sabha and some recognised Muslinm body.

Concluding Lala Lajpat Rai said that the problem before the Hindus was
twofold, firstly, Samajic reformation and, secondly, relations with Mussalmans
and Government, If the Hindns were to cet their house in order no force on
earth could resist them. The lack of organisation which had-brought the
downfall of Hindus in Sind at the time of the invasion of Sind by Mahomed
Bin Kassim was also responsible for the present helpless plight of Hindus in
the whole country, The community had taken to external euperficialities
which were undermining Hindu Samaj. Hindus had forgotten their Dharma,
the Dharma taught to them by the gospel of the Gita. He exhorted the Hindus
to give up their mildness and develop sternness of wind, body and character
aud rise to occasions to do their Dharma. To Mussalmans who yearnad
for the emancipation of Muslim countries outside India, Lalaji would say
that it would be impossible without the emancipation of India.

Resolutions

The resolutions that were passed in the Conference relates to s

(1) Expressing satisfaction at the efforts of several panchayats in
ameliorating the condition of the depressed clisses and earnestly requesting
sll Hindus to allow them the use of public wells, schools, mandirs and
cremation grounds. (2) Protesting against the restrictions of musio bafore
mosques, and sy. pathy with Patuakhali Satyagrabis ; (3) Reformation of
temples ; (4) Condemnation of child marriages and of uneven marriages
of elderly men with ckbild brides; (5) Propagation of Shuddbi and
appeal to Hindu panchayats to take back within their fold reclaimed
Hindus ; (6) Condemnation of Swami Shraddhananda’s murder and appoal
for the Shraddhanand Fund; (7) Ratification of the Patna Maha Sabha's
resolution on Hindu-Muslim relations, provincial redistribution and re-
constitution of provincial legislatures, recording opinions against separa-
tion of Sind from Bombay as injurious to economio, political and educational
interests of the province and especially of the Hin u community in Sind
and stating that Hindus will rot be bound by any decision of the All-India
Congress Committes or any other body unless ratified by the Hindu Mahs
Sabha, An amendment for the appointment of a committea, to consider
the above question was negatived by an overwhelming majority.

Other resolutions passed condemned the Larkhana riots and the conduct
of the Mussalman' Police officers at Bagarji as failing in their duties and inspir-
ed by religious animosity causing panic among the Hindus in Bagurji aud the
noighbouring places and ill-treatment of respeotable Hindus who were
arrested, handeuffed and roped.
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The Trade Union Congress.

The seventh session of the Trade Union Congress opened on the 12TH
MARCH 1927 in the Hindu College Hall, Delhi. TPromiuent among those
present were Messrs, S. Srinivasa Iyengar, Clow, Saklatwals, Lajpat Rali,
Paudit Madan Moban Malaviya, Messrs, G. D, Birla, D. Chamaulal, Ranga-
gwami lyengar and Barucha.

The Executive Council Meeting.

Before the Congress met, the Executive Council of the Congress,
discussed at cousiderable length some of the resolutions. About a dozen
applications for affiliation presented before the Exccutive Couucil by Mr.
Aftab Ali were rejected at the iustance of Mr. Mrinal Kanti Bose who
protested against the practice of affiliation of uuvions without making any
enquiry as to their bonafides. Mr. Bo¥e eaid that he had already given
notice of moving important changes in the rules relating to affiliation,

Mr, Thengdi’s resolution to declare the willingness of the Cougress
to bring about the greatest possible solidarity and co-ordinated activity on
the part of the Trade Unions throughout the British Empire in order to
counteract the ruthless exploitation carried on under the aogis of British
Imperialism provoked considerable discussion, some of the delegates
expressing the opinion that the Trade Union Congress as such should nob
copsider the subject, Mr. Chamanlal in an eloquent speech said that politics
could not be divorced irom Trade Unionism and the Trade Union Con-
gress should emphatically declare from its platform that it would fight
jmperialism as it would fight capitalism, The resolution was carried by
an overwhelming majority.

Constitutional Changes.

Mr. Mrinal Kanti BOSE, in moving his resolution for the modification
of the Cougress constitution, said that some of the glaring defects in the
constitution have stood in the way of the Copgress developing to the full
height of ite power and useiulness, By payment of the preseribed affilistion
fees any person could create as many paper unions as the length of his
purse permitted. :

Mr. SAKLATVALA at this stage expressed his desire to offer a fow
puggestions on the defects of the covstitution. Permission being given be
spoke for about au Lour. Labour in India, he said, was experiencing the
same difficulties as Labour did in England. But Indian Labour was not
required to start frcm the very beginning, It has inherited the tradi-
tions and experievce of the British Labour movement. The Trade
Upionists in ludia were to forge ahead and keep themselves abreast of
the Labour movement in the woild, He said that the Congress should bave
4 stapding committee for intervational megotiations. It should bhave a
labour research bureau aund distriet orgamisers to seitle local disputes.
As to the coustitution of the Congress he suggested that affiliation rules
should be more rigid so as to secure that noune bub bonafide trade vnions
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might get affiliation. Once this was done the forces of intrigue would geb
a set back if not destroyed. He suggested that there should be a permanent
office of the Congress so that the Trade Union world might know whom
to apply for information 'etc. Heo suggested also the institution of a

central fund to meet the travelling expenses of delegates to and from the
Congress.

On the conclusion of Mr. Saklatvala’s speech, the House adjourned
for half an hour and when it met, Mr. Mrinal Kanti Bose. continued his
speech. The most important amendment of tha constitution he proposed
relates to rules regarding affiliation of unions to the Trade Union Con-
gress and is as follows :— . ‘

“That applications for afiiliation of Unions should be forwarded
through the provincial committecs to the Genoral Secretary. (A rider was
proposed by Mr. Joshi and accepted by Mr. Bose that no provincial com-
mittee would be entitled to withhold any application for affiliation).

“That no Union should be affiliated to the Congress without being first
affiliated to the Provincial Committes.

“That no Uunion should bo affiliated which has not been in existence
for at least one year and has not its account and statement of member-
ship audited by a qualified accountant or an authorised represontative of
the A. I. T. U. Congress.” ;

Other modifications included the substitution of the Provineial Com-
mittee for the Provincial Secretary in matters relating to the formation
of Reception Committee for the purposes of holding the Congress. The
constituonts of the Congress were to be, over and above the offico-bearers
meontioned in the rules, other office-bearers whom the Congress might

elect from time to time, (This was suggested by Mr. Saklatvala and acoepted
by Mr. Bose.)

Resolutions,

Resolutions were then passed regarding the eémphatic protest of the
Congress against the system of  Liconsed Coolie Contract” at Howrah
station and urging the High Commissioner of Railways for its abolition
and appointment of a whole time officer for the supervision of the laggage
porters work at Howrah Station and for appreciable reduction of the
license feo of Rupees seven per month levied by the coutractor and urging
upon the Agent of the FEast Indian Railways to publish the report of the
Railway officer deputed by Mr. Legg, the late Agent of the E. I. R. to
investigate the grievances of the licensed porters and to place it befors
the East [odian Railways Local Advisory Committee urging the abolition
of the picce system of work in Government Presses and regratting
the steps that are being taken by the authorities of the E, I. R, Press
to couvert a large number of the salaried bands into piece workers, urging
upon the Jute Mills" Association to acquire the bustee in the jute mill
area and urging on the owners of the jute mills to revise the scandalonsly
low wages averaging Rupees Fifteen per month to the workar of the jute
industries which has been paying an average dividend of 90 per cent for
the last ten years, urging upon the Government of India to take asa first
step towards combating unemployment in, the country to establish im-
mediately public e¢mployment bureaus in all industrial and commercial
towns, expressing the opinion that the aO'called' menials emplo_yed by
Goveroment, Muaicipalities and other local bodies should be given the
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samo privileges as are enjoyed by the ministerial staff with regard to
leave, pension and Provident Fund etc.

The Congress passed also a comprohensive resolution dealing with
the grievances of Railwaymen, and urged upon the Governmant of India
to carry out the resolution passed by the Legislative Assembly without
division on the Bth February 1925 for ap enquiry into the grievances of the
Railway subordinate empoyees and for the amendment of the Indian Railways
Act by inserting provisions for the constitutions of a Central Wages Board.

The Congress also pased a resolution about seamens’ grievances dis-
approving of the failure of the Government of India to give effect fo the
recommendations of the Seamens’ Recruitment Committee.

The_Presideni’s Address.

~ Rai Sahib Chandrika PRASAD, then delivered his presidential address.
In the course of his address he said that the workers in India were ex-
ploited both by the well-to-do classes of the country as well as by
foreigners in various ways. They mostly based their attitude on the theory
of supply and demand and did not cohcern themselves whether their
employees got a living wages. The recponsibility for low wages rested
with both employers and employees and the latter were forced by circums-
tances to accept what was offered to them. If labour in India was
properly organised, it would bs at an advantage to bargain and things
would improve. To-day a small fraction of persons engaged in industry,
transport and mines were only organised, while agriculturists were totally
unorgauised, Government taking land revenue, Government servants taking
their illegal tolls, money-lenders and speculators buying the farmers’ produce
at low rates and selling it to the consumers at market rates, left the agricul-
turists in a state of chronic proverty. Were the agriculturists in India
properly organised in uniobs, they would jointly sell their produce under
intelligent joint management as was done in Denmark. The speaker
thought vhat the co-operative movemert in India was not likely to make a
substantial improvement in tho lot of Indian Kisans unless it was brought
under the people’s own control and worked on Danish lines. He suggested
the formation of village panchayats. Trade Union in India was still in
infancy and was growing as it possibly could. Illiteracy of workers and
opposition of exploiters were the chief difficulties in the way of its progress.
Among Government eervants they had a fairly good organisation of men
employed in the posts and telegraph departments but the same could not
be eaid of the employees on State Railways. The speaker attributed this
to the capitalist tendencies of British companies which, he said, had usurped
the management and working of State railways. Cases of victimization
had ocourred on several railways, while in some places men had been threa-
tened with summary dismiseal in case they talked of forming a Union.
Men who were kept down under such restraint needed their assistance
and encouragement. He hoped that such intimidated railway employees would

soon come forward in the open and form their Unions,
Railway Employees’ Grisvances. :
The speaker then referred to the grievances of railway employees such as

the absence of minimum livisg wages, low rates of salaries and wages of
Indiane generally as compared to Huropeans and Anglo-Indiams, State
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Railway rules for leave, free vasses, warrants for raducad fare tickets,
educational grants in aid, residential quarters and supply of uniform should
be applied to all. Appointmants should bs mads by open competitive exa-
minations conducted by iudependent commissions instead of by patronage.
The form of agreemont executed by railway servants should b revized on
equitable conditions applicabls to Governmaent servants, Hourz of work
should be properly resulated and the system of fining shou!d be abolished.
The speaker complained of racil diserimination on Indian railways aad said
that with uon-Indians at the top of the services in the Riiliway Board and
in administrative dopartments, 1ndians could have no justice, Apart from
this the present salaries of superior officials of railways ware inordinately
oxcessive, This was to bs cut down and the Governmant should lay down

for the future scales of salary for all classes of railway sorvants on the

lines of the Jipanese Stato Railways., Regzarding Indianisation, he said it

should bogin from the top rather that from the bottom.
B. N. R. Strike.

The President next mads a reference to tha
and said that though the terms offared by the Agents
the strike had been called off in the interest of publ
as a rule, did not advceate strikes as a weapon to secure redrass of their

wrongs, Their policy was to settls all differencos botween employtes and
employers by negotiation, arbitration op coneiliation hoarda.

B. N. Ruilway strike
were not satisiactory,
ic convenience, They,

The Trade Union Act,

The speaker referred to the increasing unemployment among the people
in the country specially among educated classes and suggested that an enquiry
be conducted for suggesting adequate measures of remedy. Referring to tha
Trade Union Act of 1926, the speaker said that it had soveral “dafocts like
the application of Section 120-B of the Indian Panal Code to unregistered
Trade Unions and joint nction by workers without forming a Union, whioh

should be removed. Immunity from ¢ivil liability of meml

wrs and officers
should be extended to all Unions ia India, Objsets of registored Trads

Unions should be as in England. Restrictions placed upan tho powers of
the Unions in spending their funds in helping the working classes genorally
should be removed. The Indian Railway Act was “to be rovised and they
should particularly urge that provisions for the constitution of the Censral
Wages Board and National Wages Board for settling disputes concerning
wagos and conditions of service and for making it obligatory on railway
administrations to establish councils on the lines of the English Railway Aot
should be embodied in the contemplated Railway Bill.

Labour Representation on the Legislatures.

The question of forming an independent labour party was needless f0
long as the majority of workers in India had no vote for sending memborg
to tho legislatures. He regretted that their tentative scheme for labour
representation in the legislatures had not been responded to- by the Gover-
ment. He suggested 12 selected seats in the Assembly, 12 in Bongal,
Bombay and Madras, 8 for Bihar and Orissa, the United Provinees and
Burma and 6 for Central Provinees and Assam,

Referring to the South African Settlement, the President held it to ba
houourable to both parties and hoped that ita actual working might prove
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gatisfactory. In conclusion, he appealed for unity amongst the difierent
sections of labour, irrespective of caste and creed.

REVIEW OF THE WORK OF THE CONGRESS.

After the President’s speech Mr. Joshi, reviewed the work cf the
Congress for the year 1926. TIn doing so he said that there were 57 Unions
affiliated to the Congress. The scheme for labour representation in legisls-
tive bodies as approved by the Congress at Madras was not adopted by the
Glovernment though two additional seats in Bombay aud one each in the
Panjab and Central Provinces were created. Referring to labour legislation
in India, Mr. Joshi welcomed the Indian Trade Union Act and the Indian
Factories Amendment Act, bub regretted that the Government should have
permitted the Coorz Legislative Council to pass legislation on the lines of
the Workmen’s Breach of Contract Act.

Reviewing the work of India’s representative to the International
Labour Conference, the speaker welcomed the appointment of a national
correspondent in India by the International Labour Office from the beginning

of 1528, d

SECOND DAY—THE I3TH MARCH 1927,

Next day, the 13th March, after a protracted meeting lasting for about
five hours the Exscutive Council of the Trads Union Congress converted
itself into an open Congress and adopted resolutions most of which had
already been passed in previous years. Attendance was mostly confined to
delegates. About thirty resolutions were passed. '

Mr. Shapurii SAKLATWALA, addressing the Congrass, declared that
freedom was a mockery unless the workers could not become their masters.
Trade Unionism was devised to secure that object. It was established
with the set purposes of overthrowing Capitalism and Imperialism and
its substitution by a workers' state and their control. It was no use say-
ing that they should wait until every body was educated. As a matter
of fact trads unionism in great Britain started in 1858 and compulsory
education after it. The speaker averred that in all western countries the
trade union movement was beginning to take possession of powers and
the movement had reached a higher importance than five or seven years
ago. Their task had been made easior by the ready-made reputation and
prestige of movement in other countries and they must arrive to come
into line with advanced trade unious of the world.

Proceeding, Mr. Saklatvala suggested certain improvements in the
existing mapagement of the trade uniom movement in India and advised
them to call a meeting of overy branch at least once a month, exchanga
literature and systematise their accounts. They should also maintain a
resenich department to collect data regarding the ramifications of com-
panies and institute an economic enquiry into the condition of the workers,

RESOLUTIONS.,

The following resolutions were carried on this day :—

The Congress first adopted the annual report and expressed its coufidence
in Mr. N. M, Joshi, General Secretary of the Union Congress.

The Congress extanded its cordial welcome and greetings of the Indian
workers to Mr. Saklatwala, expressed its protest against the action” of the
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Indian Government for sending Indian troops to China to further the aims
of imperialism and called upon the Government to call back all Indian
troops.. The advance made by the people of China towards the attainmentrof
national freedom was approved aud work of the Kuomintang was appreciated
which leads the trade unions and peasant organisations in China. . e
The Congress thanked the Union Congress of South Africa for giving
a hoaring to Mr. C. I. Andrews and for agreeing to have a confersnce with
the reprosentatives of the All-India Trade Union Congress. buti fel that
in view of the South African settlement such a conference wss unnecessary.
16, however, urged upon the South African Union Congress to support and
initiate measures for the uplift and organisation of Indian labour in South
Africa. - 5
A resolution was adopted opining that the time has come for imme-
diate legislation for all workers engaged in factories, mines, tea, coffee, and
rubber plantations and in all other organised trades and industries and
providing for (1) adult franchise, (2) an eight hours’ day, (3) machinery
for fixing minimum wages, (4) sickness and ungmployment insurance, (5) old
"age pensions and pensious for widows and orphans, (6) maternity benefits
and, (7) weekly payment of wages.
 The Congress declared its willingness to: bring about the greatest possi-
ble solidarity and co-ordinated activity on®he part of the trade unions
throuzhout the British Empire in order to counteraot: the ruthless exploita-
tions carried on under the aegis of British Imperialism. TECER o
~ Another string of resolutions passed urged upon the managements of
mills and factories to revise the low ' wages, observance of Sundays as  full
holidays in mines with full pay, prohibition of employment 'of women working
underground and requesting the Government to take immediate steps to
reach the goal of prohibition at an early date as liquor traffic had considerably
aifected the general welfare of the working classes in India. The Congress
expressed its protest against the Government of India for not accepting
the modest Congress demand for labour representations on ludian iegislatures
and also urged upon the Government to grant to menials all privileges as
given to the ministerial stafi in matbers of leave, pensions, provident fund,
gratuity etc. The Congress approved the efforts of the Anglo-Russian' Unity
Committes to bring about unity between trade unionsand the Red Inter-
national of labour unions aud expressed the hope that international unity
would soon: be achieved. It, however, regretted its inability to join the
international movement till such unity was achieved. Deep regret was
expressed for the unwillingness of the Government fo set up an enquiry into
the railwaymen’s grievancss and the Government was called upon to amend
the Indian Railway Act setting up a central wages board for settling disputes
concerning wages and conditions of service on railways and making obligatory
on the railways to establish joint industrial councils on the lines of the
English Railway Act. !
The Congress concluded its session at 8 p. m. M Chamanlal was
elected Chairman of the Executive Council and Mr. N, M. Joshi was re-
olocted General Secretary for the next year. The next session of the

Congress was decidad to be held at Cawnpore.

e SRS

b6



Madras:Chamber of Commerce.

The 17th Annual General Meeting of the Southern India Chamber of
Commerce, Madras, was held on March 19th, Sir M. C. T. Muthiah Chettiar
presiding. The meeting was very largely attended, prominent among those
present being, Dewan Bshadurs Govindoss Chathurbujadoss, G. Narayana-
swami Chetti, and M. Balasundaram Naidu, Messra, C. Abdul Hakim,
Narayandoss Girdhardoss, M. Kothin, C. V. Veunkataramana Iyengar, A.
R. Doraiswami Iyengar, Khan Babadurs Valji Lalji Sait, Jammal Mahomed,
and Mahomed Abdul Aziz Sahib Bahadur, Rao Bahadur V. Shanmuga
Mudaliar, Rao Sahibs P, Ramchandra Chetti and G. Veunkatapathi Naidu.
The Secretary presented the annual report and accounts of the Association
for the year 1926 and the same was taken as read.

Chairman’s Speech.

The Chairman, Sir Muthiah Chettiar in moving the adoption of the
report, spoke at length about the condition of the money markef, the
present position of trade and industries and the various disabilities of Indian
merchants. He began by saying that the finances of tho Chamber were
rapidly improving, the Chamber bad practically emerged from the dead-
woight of the building loan which had been rather unduly restricting its
activities right from its infancy. He was sure the Chamber would maintain
its rightful place in the larger sphere of an all Indian organisation afforded
by the establishment of the Federatiou of Indian Chambers of Commerce.

Proceeding, Sir Muthiah Chettiar said: * The Iudian money market
has been presenting a taxing problem in the period under review. As usual
the (Jovernment was the Agent Provocateur in the market.

“ The progress of the Carrency Commigsion through the country raised
great hopes and great fears. As usual the hopes have disappeared and the
fsars have remained. More than anything else the position of silver and
of the Imperial Bank caused no little anxiety, At tho close of the export
geason the rupee exchange seemed to find its moorings round about 18d.
but, when it began to show signs of weakness soon after, the Government
promptly came to its rescue with their magic wand and misled the unsus-
pecting Commission. I do not propose to go into the ratio controversy but
it remains to be seen whether the rupee will choose to remain where it was
kept by heroic efforts for a brief period of two years or whether it will
seek its old comfortable resting place. In any cass, whils it is clear that
an abrupt return under present circumstances to the 16d. ratio is ridiculous
it should be admitted that the higher ratio both in regard to its practicability
and its consequences is not the proper one for immediate stabilisation,
The stupendous fall in exports in 1926 and the upward tendency of imports
at onoe reflects the fact that trade is becoming shy of the exchange and
that it is going to bring it to a severe trial in the off-season.

“What has made the market more nervous is the steady fall in prices
in several of the staple articles like cotton, sugar and gteal, That is a
second home-thrust to our farmer and our industrialist, The slight
recovery of industries after the post-war slump has received no encourage-
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ment from the panic-striken investors. Tho result was that industrial
securities have been continually in disfavour and Baoks have been
hard put to it to employ their funds profitably, Naturally therefore the
favourable exchange and the higher rate of interest obtainable abroad
induced a considerable volume of remittance of funds. The Government
too have not been slow to aggravate the situation by their persistent sale
sterling and deflation of currensy in order to work the rupee to the 18d.
ratio. The Government have for the moment attained their end aP the
cost of the country’s best iutercsts and have succeeded in allaying' the
fears of the importers and safeguarded the position of European capital
and Furopean service men out in this country. DBut the exchange trouble
is going to remain the crux of the Indian’ currency problem notwithstanding
the introduction of what is called the Gold Bullion Standard in which
the rupee is going to remain the standard of value and the standard coin,
unsupported by any legal tender gold coin. We are confidently assured
that it is our next advanmce towards the evenfual cstablishment of the
Gold Standard with gold currercy. We may however congratulate the
overnment on their attempt to centralise the control of Currency and
Credit in the hands of the Reserve Bank and thus wash their hands
clean leaving the Imperial Bavk free to pursue its commercial bank.
We shall then have an idesl organisation ready to assist in the expansion
of banking facilities with the solo purpose of promoting the iuterests of
the country, In doing so the banks in the country will find much use
for an All-Tudia Institute of Bankers functioning as a common recruiting
ground and as a representative authority on the soience and art of banking.

Trade and Industries.

“The recent steady decline in prices coupled with the inflated exchange
has heen seriously affecting the internal purchasing power of large
sections of the community and the producers of raw cotton, and cotton
yarn and piece-goods have had an anxious time and will have to exercise
& great deal of caution in the current year also. The Madras mills
Owever have stood the troubles with greater firmness than those in
Bombay ard Ahmedabad. The inrosds of Japanese goods into our
market are being slowly repaired and I do hope that any relief that the
Textilo Tariff Board can recommend will be most welcome to set the
Industry on its feet again. In this conuection I capnot omit to mention
that tho operations of the Cotton Transport Act in this Presidency have
rought about unpeceseary iuternal restrictions on- the movement of
cotton, although the object of proventing adulteration is none fo be
espised. The Aot as it stands is not only ineffective in so far as the
road traffic is unrestricted, but extremely barmful to the cultivators and
© merchants ; it would however be worth trying whether the Aot can
® saved by enlarging the Tiruppur cambodia area so as to include the
Istricts from Tinnevelly to Coimbators. In fact, haying regard to the
varioty of soils, and the peculiar needs anrd conditions of , cultivation in
®ach “locality, it would appear that such territorialisabion of grades of
cobton is the last thing to be attempted. '

Need for Protection.

“The circumstance of prosperity budgets that are passing through
bhe Legislatures now is a curious comment on the poverty of the industries.
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There are eeveral industries that remain in a nervous and unstable
condition under the quasi-protection of revenue dutics, as for instance
sugar, match, oil products, fruit-canning, paints and colours, and tobacco
all of which deserve to be carefully investizated by the Tariff Board.
It should be remembered, however, that while asking for a protective
wall, an industry has a great deal to do for itself by way ef internal
jmprovement. It is hard to live down a bad reputation. If Indian
produce is to maintain its reputation in foreign markets the different
trades ought to have independent organisations and ought to pXCIcise
strict internal control as in the-case of tee, lac, cottonm, coal, and wheat.
Tt is high time that similar internal conmtrol were exercised in “the case of
tanned hides and skins, hemp, tobacco and indigo. In all these cases
there is a great deal to be said against Government intervention and each
trade has got to set its house so as to retain its position in the international
market. In respect of hides and skins a serious situation has arisen by
persistent adulteration in tanneries for woight - purposes, Whatever.
immediate profit there may be in transactions with undiscriminting
countries like Japan it would not be long before the foreign markets make
common cause ard raise a revolt against all Indian skins and hides, to the
prejudice of all tanners, hovest and dishonest alike. Hide tanners have
just passed through a bad year and on the top of it comes the abolition of
the export duty. It is an untruth %o say that the export duty has failed
in its purpose of encouraging the tanning industry. The export of raw
hides and skins in 1919-90, the year of the imposition of the 15 por cent
duty, stood at 90,977 tons and in 1926 it stood at 50,226 tons, viz., &
decrease of 45 percent; the exports of tanned hides and gsking have
during the same period risen from 6,724 tons in 1920-21 to 18,034 tons
in 1926, viz., an increase of about 270 per cent. These are facts which
no Government: which professes to patronise the indigenous industries can’
ignore. without drawing upon themselves considerable public distrust, and
this, Presidency having a share of about 70 per cent in the exports of
tanned hides and 90 per cent in the exports of tanned skins can hardly
reconcile itself to the free export of raw skins or hides' without serious

detriment to our tanning industry.
Taxation.

The subject of the burden of taxation on trade and industrios has all
hut eccaped the attention of the Goveroment, During and after the war
the country gave its ready response to the (Government’s appeal for extra
taxes to get over the deficit Budgets. Now the season of surpluses has
begun- but the Government refuses to let go any of its revenues, - The
Government of India bave been sccumulating surpluses all these® four
years and hope to do go in the years to come. In the circumstances the
trade and industry of the country should be substantially relieved. Above
all,- the ‘company super-iax, and the stamp duty not only on cheques and
domand bills of exchange as proposed in the Finauvce Bill but on all '
negotiable instruments, should be abolished, and the court-fees and regis”
tration fees should L. brought down to the level of 1621-22. . e
| A serious bandicap has been repeatedly broughtto the notice of
the Government in the administration of thé Income-tax Ach, for the
“purpose of enabling assessees to cover their logses in lean years by lumping
and averagivg the incomes of, say three years, for assessment, It is &
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method long adopted in several other countries and there is no doubt of
its utility in India where the conditions of currency, trade and monsoon
are peculiarly uncertain. With reference to the Finance Bill, I wish to
add that the proposal to raiss the import duty on unmanufactured tobaceo
from Re. 1-8 per Ib. is caleulated to check the large local manufacture of
cigarettes in which is used a considerable proportion of imported tobaceo,
It should be the duty of the legislatures and the public bodies to set
their face definitely against any further increase of daties in th:se is*'.sidiou_s_
ways and urge Government to proceed with legislation in regard to the
rémaining recommsandations of the Indian Taxation lingniry Committeo,
several of which require to be carefully examined by the Commercial
community in order to place the system of taxation of this country en a
scieutific hasis. -1 ;

RA1LwAY AND RoADp COMMUNICATIONS.

Mr. Govindoss Chathurbujadoss secondsd the motion. In doing so
the speaker made a few remarks on the transport facilities of the country.
Ha.rdly anything, he said, was more important to the merchant and the
manufacturer than his access to the cheap and rapid means of transport.

hile they thanked the Government for the present pronosal in the
Finance Bill to reduce the import duty on motor cars and cyclos from 30
to 20 per cent, on tyres and tubes to 15 per cent, he would much like the

'0vernment to take a covollary step for the purpose of improving and.

extending road communications by centralising the control and policy of
their maintenance and extension in the hands of ths Proviucial Road
0ard on which all the district boards and important public bodies may
® adequately represented.. “In regard to railway extension” the speaker.
S81d, “I am glad to say that the Railway Board has a reasonably extensive
Programme for this Presidency and I only wish thab the same rate of
Progress be maintained for at least a decade in order to fill in the web, of
t’r.‘lflk lines, Meanwhile, the railways will be well-advised to reduce the
'O1ght substantially if India should enjoy cheap transport as in foreizn
Countrieg, though it be at some cost to the annual contribution to the

E®neral reyenues, in case the working expenses do not admit of a substan-.

12l oug, In regard to passenger traffic it must be expected that the
cocent gmall reductions in fares will stimulate traffic to some extent
OUgh not immediately, but it is a matter for regret that the South Indian
allway and the Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway are far behind
.f° Other lines, It would be a great relief to second-rate piel'cantile firms
Oth‘ © coupon system is extended to second class travelling also. An-

i :]; Imatter which requires the serious attention of the Railway Board
8

Gach |
Ohg d
want

;igrlages' O.b}iges one to proceed to and halt ab Bombay, pmlong' his_j_our_ney.
53 D3y initial “minimum fare to the G.'IL P Railway ouce’ aghin in s
ma,;;m.y to Delhi, It would be much use to businessmen if theso small
Sts °rs will also occupy the attention of the Railway Boar'd when_ tt'xey
ot absorbed in comstructions and replacéments, and railway colisries,

S report was then unanimously adopted.

ine passed through in' long distance travel. Auother diffieulty in
Istanco travel is the want of connecting trains, as for example, the

practice of charging minima rates in the first stage of travelling in

of & Madras express direet to Maumad or at least of a few through .

oy



Bombay Miu—-owners’ Conference.

PRESIDENT S SPEECH.

What is intended to be & country-wide campaign against the Govern-
ment of India’s refusal to grant protection to the mill industry was
inaugurated on the 20th June at & Conference in Bombay of millowners all
over India. About 25 centres of Indian Chambors of Commerce, who, owing
to the shortness of notice, could not send their represeat atives, telegraphed
messages of sympathy with the purposes of the Conference. Mr. H. P.

" Mody, President of the Bombay Millowners Association, who presided,
referred to “‘the inoxcusable delay” in the publication of tho Government’s
decisions and said that when they were published at last they were typical
of the way in which millowners had been treated all along in this business.
A more casual and indifferent treatment of a grave problem had never
been known. If there wers any reasons for decisions so contrary to the
assurances given to millowners and so greatly at variance with all canons
of fairplay they did not appear in the Government’s communique. All thot
the communique did was to misread the important findings, to setup
minority against majority report and to dismiss the whole subject in a
fow cosual sentences much as if the Goveroment were disposing of the
question of a grant for o village well.

Tt was a matter of keen disappointment that so high-minded &
Viceroy as Lord Irwin should have been & party to such decisions bub
they trusted that when His Excellency realised the strength of their case and
the seriousness of the situation hé would not allow false notions of prestige
to deter him from doing the right thing. The remedy before the mill-
owners was to bring together all their resources and educate public opinion

so that a, upited demand might go forth for the righting of this wrong

such as would compel the Government to reconsider their position. M.
Mody appealed to the press and the public to lay aside their petty
differences and lend their whole-hearted support to the millowners as
anything, that hit the mill industry, hit the vital interests of the country.

He concluded with a note of warning to the Government that the
conviction was growing that the Deopartment of Commerce and Industries
existed for every other purposes than that of serving the commerce and
industries of India. Did'the Government realise that they were alienating
the sympatby and supporb of all those elemeuts which stood for progress
and good government and formed the strongest bulwark of ‘a constitutional
government ! If they realised these things he hoped they would identify
themselves with the true interests of the mill industry and the country

at large.
Representation to the Government.
_ In their representation to the Government the Millowners’ Conferonce
confines the observations to the decisions of the Government on the
Tariff Board’s-main recommendations as in their views it is most essential

to point out how untenable is the case set up by the Government to
support those deoisions, The Conference refers to the statemonts made




=

20°TURE *29] PRINCIPAL RESOLUTION 447

by and on behalf of the Government from time to time which were in the
nature of an assurance to the industry that, if a case for protection was
established befors the Tariff Board, the Government would bs prepared
to act on the Board’s findings. The Board has definitely endorsed the
millowners’ case in respact of the unfairness of Japaness competition and
the Conferance is astonished that tha Government should now attempt to
avoid the implications of their statements.

The Conference proceeds to argue that the attitude taken by the
Government that the 10 per cont handicap on Indian industry is more than
covered by the 11 per cent duty already existing is absolutely nutenable
and quotes the Board’s findings in thair support.

The Conference maintains that the Government with its resources should
be able to envolve a scheme of bounty on the production of yarn of counts
above 32s.

The Conference holds that the destruetion of the spinning section of
the indigenous cotton textile industry, which is threatened by the decision
arrived at by the Governmeut of India, will utimately be to the disadvan-
tage of the bandloom industry for which the Government evince so much
solicitude. It also holds that the handloom industry could bs far more
effectively assisted by the adoption of the policy which would enable it to
realise better prices for its final product than the policy which may give the
handloom weaver an immediate advantage of allowing him to purchase his
yarn at a figure below the cost of production at present; but which will
eventually lead to his exploitation and ultimate disadvantage. .

The Couference asks whether the Government realise that by rejecting
both the minority and majority recommendations they are persisting in a
policy which gives to Japan a 10 per cent preference against every other
importing country in the world. The Conference also draws attention to
the drop in the exchange value of the Yen since the report was written, thus
rendering the position more difficult for the industry. Vaths

Concluding, the Conference declares that in their decision the economic

interests of the country did not weigh with the Government and urge that
they should recousider their decision.

Principal Regsolution.

Mr. MODY moved the following principal resolution : —‘This Conference
of the represeutatives of the cotton spinuing and weaving mills from avery
part of India, while recognising the patient and conscientious way in which
the Tariff Board conducted their euquiry, expresses its disappeintment at
the meagre character of their recommendations which fail to take into
sufficient account tho various difficulties and disabilities from which the
industry has been suffering and which ealled for a more adequate measure
of protection than the Tariff Board have thought fit to recommend ; thig
Conference considers that the true economic interests of the country have
been sacrificed and the welfare of tha colton textile industry and those
ependant on it have been seriously jeopardised by the uunjust- decisions of
tae Government of India which entirely fail to protect the industry against
unfair competition ; this Conferonce maintains that the reasons advanced by
the Government for withholding protection are absolutely untenable and
strongly urges on the Government tha desirability of the immediate reconsi-
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deration of their decisions and a grant of adequate protection to the textils
industry of the country.

Mr. A. GEDDIS of the Bombay Assaciation in supporting the principal
resolution said : Hers we bave what i3 veally the only large industry in
India which has Dbeen built up by Indian capital, Indian enterprise and
Indian labour facing ruin. It is facing ruin not throuzh its own fault but
gradually it is brought there by unfair means, Here, on the othsr haad,
wo have a Government intended like all other Governmauts to ruls for the
good of the countiy which sefs up its own tribunal to deeided whother the
industry is or is not ruined by unfair means and which whon that tribunal
decides that the industry is being ruined by unfair means makes a reply
which amounts to “then Ist it be ruined.”- Have wo as industrialists to
accept this verdiect as the Iast word? Surely not. Do not let the mill-
owners be misled by the talk of difficulty boing got over if the millowners
“put their housss in order” which is an overworked and stupid phrase
or that those difficulties can be got over by the adoption of the suzgestions
of the Tariff' Board which, nevertheless, are weleome. Do not let them
be misled into the belisf that the mill industry ean work out its own salvation
by overcoming unfair handicaps thiust upon it becanse the hard fact has
to be that it cannot do so. The ruin of the mill industry means the ruin
of Bombay City and, therofore, I say, are the citizens going to accapt this
verdict of Government without a struggle? To the country as a whole the
mill industry is appealing to realise that not only tho existence of the mill
industry of which Indians have every right to be proud bus the future of
Bombay City also is in jeopardy. I cannot but think that the country will
take every step in its power to prevent such a calamity. |

The resolution was seconded and supported and unanimously paseed.

OTHER RESOLUTIONS.

By the socond resolution the Conference approved and adopted the
draft representation to the Govornment of India presented for its considora-
tion.
The third resolution urged on tks members of the Assembly and the
Council of State to do all in their power to secure for the industry a measure
of protection adequate to the needs of the situation.

Mr. N. B. Saklatvala, moving the resolution, referred to tha view
urged in some quarters that any bill desigued to carry out the intentions of
the mill-owners would be & money bill and could not under the rules
originate except from the Government benches; but he was informed that
the Government could, if desired, allow such a bill if brought by a private
member, He hoped the Government would not take protection under
technicalitics in a matter of such grave importanca.

The Conference unanimously adopted the resolutian.

The Chajrman was authorised to send copies of the representation and
resolutions to the Secretary of State, to the Government of India, and to the
Provineial Governments, The conference then terminated.
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