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uttered ^ ° 3-iu" ’ ami4st ironical Swarajist cheers, the rejection motion.
dyarchy i n B engalw ould  ner%at8aymg V?at the* causes re3P°tlsib,e for the failure o f J vuy rn r>Lngai would persist even when autonomy was granted.

Sir P. C. H itter’s Reply to the Debate

he ^w ouhl^rint^rS l*Q , pointed out that the motion being against Dyarchy, 
whether thev cn„1d J V1‘ h the ,personal. » sum  introduced. The main issue was 

taty could K.ct any good out o f it. Could they get rid o f dyarchy to-dav 
to-morrow or even within the next three years ? That was the maYn W  and
He hsdWeV T , emPhatic ‘ 'N o’ ! (Swarajists*remarking : Yes, if you vote w S  us )
H e had sat at the feet o f Gokhale and Tilak (A  voice : A t the feet o f  Rowlatt) 
me o f Hint t alitter : Yes I have, and since my friends are so anxious to remind 
me ot that I might tell them it does not touch me.
T i l a l - L ald th<T ’ e880n which he iearnt from  the lives o f Gokhale and 
thmi ’ h if nhf l i hu mS8 t,tr-y ^  “ tract some good out o f Dyarchy, unsatisfactory 
scheme o f ^  Repl? m g t0 . the chara'e o f unworthiness, he mentioned his
b g  “ crore o f^rup ^ l1 8“ PP y com mittlng the Government to a loan policy involv-

Mr Bose : W hat about the Simon Commission ?
S r ‘ : rre >’ our views 0n the Commission ?P. C. Hitter : May I  proceed Sir ?
Tim £ £  BoS° y M  us h:ilve yonr views on the Simon Commission, 
jf, Minister avoided the point and resumed his Beat.

there'8ho°uldr L 8ai n i h M-th-CtVOte- wo£ ld de,cide for the next twelve months whether 
intcricctionH Mr S  Ben? al or not- Implying to the Swarajists’
o f  D os in g  ’a ^ o t ^  o f  the>,raoJi?“ . was passed they would have no chance
work Turn the iwiniaf0'■®on®den9f. . Ministers must have time to understand their 
rep u d iate  the i ° futt, ^ in c o m p e te n t , but let them have chance. H e
p%als or fic L m e s go f  thf Ministcrs U Flnan°°  Member had p o" ’er t0 down pro­
ne ft|P!y*.ng ! °  the charge that the Governor had selected a Minister who had

that was to’ g o t o t h e  s L n n dr  her-e T  genu>ne and constitutional wav andS3  ^
they wanted. ’ ° X3t " ay " aB tô  the Commission exactly what

non-officklÛ r e . 5 1 l°  5° V°teS C£lrried Mr' Sarkar's cut motion of Rs. 100 amidst
forT1(LC° ivePA°“ Cd m t0 ? 8C«t88 othe,1; grants- After Passing the demandsior me Legislative Council” and “Justice,” the Council adjourned.

Cen su re  o n  J a il  A d m in istra tio n

iifr^T t*10 J ‘ ^  ^ d R C H  the treatment o f political prisoners in jails was raised by 
Convict Settlement! W^ °  movud a token cut ° f  Re. 1 in the demand under jails and

iB ' R ' B °ac referred to the recommendation o f  the Jail Committee regarding 
M °a Eri80n.er8! and characterised them as most unsympathetic.

Swarajist cheers6 S m0*:’0n wa8 copied by 44 to 41 votes, amidst thundering
, Government sustained another defeat wheu by 48 (o 41 the House 

censured the district Jail Administration of Bengal.
Police Conduct On Hartal Day

. 9 1* * ■ the conduct o f  the Calcutta Police ou the hartal day 
5? ,,c® February, when the Sim on Commission arrived in Bom bay was

& & £  “J f i v T  wh“  ,oor “ *“ * * *  —  »  »■«
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Mr. B. K. Bose, Swarajist, condemned the conduct of the Police in raiding 
educational institutions and arresting innocent persons.

Mr. F. E. James, a European non-oflieial eye-witness of some of the incidents 
on the hartal day, declared that attempts were made to force the people to observe 
hartal. He did not blame the students who participated in the disorders because 
they had been exploited by a political party which excited racial hatred. The 
Police was subjected to continuous provocation, and they had been on duty 
the whole day without food.

Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy, Swarajist, after giving instances of alleged Police 
highhandedness, said that Congress members and volunteers had nothing to do 
with the excesses on the hartal day. The Police Commissioner found tramcars 
and buses deserted and he had no justification to keep up the show, and make 
policemen guard the cars. He could have stopped the running trams and 
avoided many unfortunate incidents. Before declaring hartal, the leaders instruct­
ed the volunteers to observe non-violence. The Congress members knew that 
the crowd could not be controlled in the ordinary way, and had given definite 
instructions to the workers and volunteers. As regards exploitation of
the students Mr- R oy observed that they had learnt it from the West. In every 
European country, students took a lead in political agitation and demonstration.

. Mr. &  C. Bose said that Mr. James, for the sake of his own countrymen, should 
give up his attitude. As regards exciting racial hatred history stated that after 
the Mutiny racial hatred was first instilled by the Britishers. They taught 
Hindus that Moslems should be suppressed, for the part they took in the Mutiny.
Again, after the Bengal partition, Sir Bampfylde Fuller taught that the Hindus 
should be suppressed. As to students taking part in politics, the Britishers were 
responsible for it. The discomfiture of Englishmen at the failure of their 
attempt to induce people to support the Simon Commission, led them to say 
that it was sedition to urge boycott. H e could not understand what sort of 
exploitation Mr. James meant but he reminded him that Lord Curzon had said 
that administration and exploitation must go hand in hand. Congressmen were 
not ashamed of advising students to observe hartal. I f  students had been left to 
themselves on the hartal day, the Police would have found to their annoyance 
that the hartal had passed of peacefully. Many wrongs were being done in the 
name of peace and order.

Govt. Defeat in Police Demand

On the 20th M A R C H  the Government was defeated twice when two 
cuts were made in the Calcutta police demand.

Mr. A. N. Moberly, Home Member, expressed regret that the debate had taken 
a racial and communal turn. Regarding the riots of 1926, he said that during the 
riots the Police was abused by both the Hindus and the Mahommedans, which 
clearly showed that the police did not take sides. Referring to the remarks made 
by Mr. S. C. Bose that Lord Curzon in a speech had said that exploitation and 
administration should go hand in hand, Mr. Moberly said that Lord Curzon used the 
word “ Exploitation”  to mean development of the resources of the country for the 
benefit of the people and not in any sense of taking advantage of the people.

Referring to the charges of extravagance and inefficiency, Mr. Moberly Jsaid 
(hat the Police force in Calcutta was not excessive, but really inadequate in cases of 
emergency. I f  the demand was decreased, the Police would be incapable of dealing 
with riots. The Government were paying due regard to economy, wherever possible.

Regarding the hartal incidents, Mr. Moberly said the Government attitude was 
not to interfere with those who observed hartal voluntarily. They interfered only 
when persons forcibly urged others to abstain from doing their usual work. The 
police had no interest in breaking peaceful hartal or in causing injury to men.
The _ police knew well what dangerous consequences would ensue the disturbances. 
Inoffensive persons when mixed up with the crowd were treated as rioters 
and this happened in every country. N o one regretted more than the Government 
the hartal incidents.

The motion urging reduction of Rs. 100 in the Calcutta police demand in 
which the question o f inadequacy of Mahomedans in the force was raised, was 
carried by nine votes.

Another motion urging a cut of one rupee in which the question of hartal 
was raised was carried by a majority of eleven votes.

■ g°iJx
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m? ! ion refusing the demand o f one lakh under the head 
Criminal Investigation Department fc'ecret Service,”  which was negatived,

Calcutta Port Service

The Swarajists defeated the Government by a large majority on the motion 
reducing the demand o f  Its. 5,91,000 u n d e /th e  h e a l  “ Ports P iW g e ”  by rT i W 
and sm-H t W  i-aaral1Btl - Urged llie Indianisation o f the Port "Trust Service,
their home Th!> y v d ? ° }  t0 thc aPP°mtment o f Englishmen, who made India
Port T W - '>jec?teid t0 itinerant colonisation”  by Europeans. The Calcutta
't 0 rr,^ rii ^  existed to find a market for British manufactures, he declared.

finance Member, replying: on behalf of the Government, said the Calcutta 
lort trust was administered by 19 elected Commissioners and the Government had 
got very little control oyer the Port Trust.

mn S?ot'on was carried, 61 voting for and 40 against. 
r„ ai .„® ,0oun° il next took up the demand o f Rs. 12,89,000 under “ Education”  

discussed the token cut of Re. 1  in the demand for non-Government
the CoiincH adjourn J Ur0pean9 and Ang lo ' Indlaa9- Discussion was not over, when 

“No-Confidence"  Motion Lost

. On the 21st M A R C H , in a full House with overcrowded galleries, the Maharaia 
o f My men singh moved his “ No-Confidence”  motion against the Ministers

j  ,  Maharaja, at the outset, assured the House that his views
towards dyarchy remained unchanged. H e knew that this form o f Government. 
form °o !y fvJnSlt° ry ’ .and .ri?at the^ would lose nothing by working this transitory 

Government, The present Ministry was formed with Ministers from

“ r z K i 2 ° ^ r Lcy He clid not accept the su” resdon that
Mr. B. K . Bose (Swarajist) said that they did not believe in dvarchv ThPv

“  going to be deluded by the guilded political show s n -M  R eform s*
Dyarchy was a transitional measure and unworkable. Put into office bv while
bureaucrats the Ministers had no following. H e nest raised the issue ‘ o f  the 
Simon Commission, whose boycott was supported by prominent Liberals all over

,Was. Sir,  l -  G- Mitter, Minister for 1 Self-Governmentf  svillin- to abide by the decision of his party ? ’ °  °
• j ^ rj  T ravers, a non-official European member, said that they had alwavs con- 

- ed t.hci:  duty to see that the constitution functioned, anil they h ad ’ always
b i ^ e s ^ n a r ^ n ^ h  sV?port the Mlnlstry alld was doing so now^ because the biggest party in the House was making one more effort to wreck the Ministry
al bc~  tj#Cyi thc E uI,°Peans) had confidence .in the present Ministers. They 
were tired o l the small (groups which always were shifting and changing. I f  this 

‘ " t ?  .™ 8 dnyen out, they (Europeans) would not be able to support the 
next Ministry if  it was formed. Unless there was a stable ministry, there was 
no hope o f  good work being done in the nation-building departments.

Prof. Jitendralal Banerjee (Swarajist) after saying that they were bound to 
wreck Dyarchy, observed that he doubted the bona fides o f  to-day’s motion The 
sponsor o f the motion had never voted with them previously, and was anxious 
to get into power.

Nawab MusharafF Hossain, Minister, stated that during his five months o f 
°  ^liad completed the Primary Education and the University Bills.

"p *  M. Sen Gupta repudiated the charges against the mover by one who 
owed his seat to the Government. The Ministers, he stated, had not the support 
o f  the elected Indians. H e did not care from what motive the motion was 
moved. As Congressmen they were bound to support it. The Minister was 
supported by the Europeans and the officials.
i i G. Bose (Swarajist) dissociated himself from  thp remarks o f Mr. Jitendra­
lal Banerjee about the mover o f  the motion.
. Sir Provash Chandra Mitter, Minister, said that they bad done nothing against the 
interest o f the country. The Ministers advanced' the cause o f the country 
under very great difficulties. They could not proclaim their policy till it was 
accepted by Government as a whole. True, he had condemned dyarchy before • 
but he had always said that, however unsatisfactory dyarchy was, it was possible
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to extract some pood ont o f it. H e could not understand why the non-Swarajists were 
emulating the Swarajists in supporting this motion.

The Council rejected the no-confidence motion against Sir Provash Chandra 
{M itter by 65 votes against 60.

The Council next rejected the no-confidence motion against Nawab Mosharuff 
Hussain, by 66 votes against 6o.

The Education Demand

On the 2 2 n d  M A R C H  the Council discussed m otions for the reduction and 
refusal o f Budget demands under European Education. A ll “ cu t" proposals 
were negatived and the demand of Rs. 12 89.000 nnder this head was granted.

On a demand o f Rs. 1.16.33,000 under Education (Transferred), a motion refusing 
the salary of the Vice-Chancellor o f  the Calcutta University (Rs. 17,500 for seven 
months) evoked much discussion.

The mover Mr. Saral Kumar Dutt said that since the creation o f the post 70 years 
ago, it had been honorary. There was no necessity for a salaried Vice-Chancellor 
for the latter would be under the control o f the Government and hinder the growth 
o f  the University.

Dr. Banerjee objected to a paid Vice-Chancellor on the ground o f  economy. It. 
would bring the University into the quagmire o f party politics.

The Education Minister opposed the motion and said that the idea o f a paid V ice- 
Chancellor originated from the recommendations o f  the Sadler Commission. The 
other Universities had paid Vice-Chancellors.

Sir Abdur Rahim opined that the proposal would bring the maximum amount 
o f  friction in the working o f the University.

Mr. J. E. James wanted to know the exact nature o f  the emergency for the 
proposal for a paid Vice-Chancellor.

Eventually the motion was carried.
The next motion was for a token cut o f  Re. 1 in the demand under ‘ ‘grants”  

for the Calcutta university. The object o f the motion was to draw attention to 
the inadequate grant made to the Calcutta University.

The Minister replying said that the Government were enquiring into the needs 
o f  the Calcutta University, after which the exact am ount o f grant to be given 
would be fixed. The House then adjourned.

On the 26th  M A R C H , further discussion on the education demand was resumed 
and after two cut motions have been lost and one withdrawn, the entire 
demand o f Rs. 1,16,33,000 as amended in the Council was put
to the vote. The motion was carried, 43 voting for and 40 against it.

Medical Grant.
The H on. Sir Provas Chunder Mitter then moved that a sum o f Rs. 48 91,000 be 

granted for expenditure under the head ‘M edical’ .
Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sircar on behalf o f Dr. Kum ud Sankar R oy moved that the 

demand o f  Rs. 6,19,01)0 under the head Medical Settlement be reduced by R e 1.
The motion was lost 38 voting for and 40 against.
Dr. K um ud Sankar R oy moved that the demand o f  Rs 24,17,500 under the head 

Hospitals and Dispensaries be reduced by Re 1. H e drew the attention o f  the 
Government to the two important problems (1) beggar problem and (2) Tuberculosis 
problem which carried away a lakh o f people every year.

The amendment was lost and the main demand was carried.

Rueal W ater Supply

An important announcement outlining the scheme o f  rural water supply in 
Bengal was made by Sir Provash Chandra Mitter.

The debate arose out, o f the demand moved by the H on. Minister for a sum o f 
Es. 37,14,003 for expenditure under the head “ Public Health” .

¥ lr‘ ,Jr ,¥• Chakravarty moved for  a token cut o f Rs. 7,82,000 under the head 
Public Health Establishment.

The token cut was losi. and the H ouse agreed to the original demand.
The H ouse was discussing the demand under the head “ Agiculture ”  when it 

adjourned till the next day, the 27th  M A R C H  when after several reduction motions 
have been lost the original demand was granted,

■ e°$ x
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Industrial development.

by the Council S K f * ” °f the ®engal Budget demands were granted
ment offndSstrinl the M u  striffi demand was moved, urging the establish-

for the educati° n ° f ^
relating tlie Government were considering important schemes
i,„in ,A  A  ’ adustries and it was hoped to present a budget nest year, which would
esperimentalhf qG nnl ^  hndUitrta  ̂ development of Bengal. H e was prepared to start 
o f c o n Z S  Polytechnic but no industry would succeed, unless it stood the test 
o f l l T l S n  ,lh e  amendment was lost and the original demand that a sum 
Ui xls- J-a-oOjUUO be granted was carried.

Simon Commission Resolution Withdrawn

y i A ? G5  ,a resolution which was to have been moved bv the 
for Iho Si“ ° ”  C° ” m fe “ > " i lM n w n

moved at Dresent Tn nrrlA A PS’- thA  rosolu*.10P standing in his name would not be 
government m  d?f i °  g lT? them iP fi?clent time to consider the question the
S  1  u  to . V lt1hd,raw the resolution and not to move the resolution this
at the e S ie i t  n oIsM eatn™ **e Gofv^ nment would bring forward the resolution 
been moved I  W  ?he pS?, U”  f  A J 16 A xt M mon- , “The ^solution  has not 
that the° Council1 s t o i d ^ l j o u n i S 'h  ° f  HlS ExceIleil<V  the Governor to announce

“That this1 Pen nnlihlcl1 St° ° d 5 3 the u?me o f the H on ’ble Maharaja o f Nadia ran thus-—

The U. P. Legislative Council
thc^!cw S( ô*uneU°SSHnnsp t10 F nitcd Provinces Legislative Council commenced in 
Rai sTta T ™  iTou n ’ L u °hnow on the 2 2m l F E B R U A R Y  1928  with the Hon. 
and i Premdent’ A  ‘ he chair. In view o f an exciting

ovc T J  b H ^ t ^ 1011 " ’US ,,expcctct t0 ensuc 011 the Simon Commission 
IKtt P o T  w  w?pch appeared in to-day’s agenda in the name o f Pandit Badri 
full ' ‘  c- ’ - wai’ajist), alt the galleries intended for visitors and strangers were
ovcrcrow del J d 6 SpSClal gaIlel>  reserved for  ladies was particularly

nnCd;K?le uVa9 a r c c ? r4  attendance o f members. Out o f 121 members who could 
^ W y h w a t t a W  as many as 115 were present. This was entirely clue to 

Dm r at o  the .nrst item on to-day’s agenda was a resolution standing against
o (nt,J fA ° ° F a k'" . arflJlst member to the effect that the present constitution and the 
L " S  • Commission were wholly unacceptable to this Council and it would 

'? ,v° w'th  the Commission at any stage and in any form. It was 
rt; oA ? • V  that there would be a keen debate on the resolution. It was, however, a sad 
tUv.JAu111 * A *1 to expectant visitors to hear, immediately after the question 
, f ’ , } e statement from  the Swarajist benches that they had decided not to 

ove the resolution o f the boycott o f the Commission to-day. This announce- 
n i t i i a s f o l o w c c lb y  the withdrawal o f the Swarajist members from the hall 

and the emptying o f the visitors’ galleries.

E nquiry into Jail  A dministration
One of the resolutions to-day urged the appointment o f a committee o f nine.

40 1
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of whom six should be elected non-official members to enquire into and report 
upon jail administration in general and the treatment of prisoners, ordinary or 
political, with a view to suggesting measures of reform. An amendment was 
proposed by Mr. Ahmed Shah to the" effect that the Committee should contain 
a strong non-official element, but its numerical strength and composition should 
be left in the hands of Government.

The Nawab of Cliattari, Home Member, opposed the resolution, but approved of the 
amendment. He pointed out that Government were of their own accord 
introducing considerable improvements in jail administration. Vocational educa­
tion had been introduced in certain jails and everywhere special attention was 
being paid to the condition of the prisoners’ health. If the Council wanted a 
committee to examine the matter in detail he would gladly agree, but in fairness 
to him the Council should leave the choice of the Committee’s personnel to 
Government. Soon after the Home Member’s statement the resolution was with­
drawn and the Council adjourned for the day.

On the 23rd F E B R U A R Y  the Council had a very short sitting during which 
two nonofficial resolutions were carried against. Government opposition. The first 
related to the extension of Mubarram holidays from seven to ten days in all civil 
courts and the second urged the necessity for penalizing the sale of adulterated 
Ghee. There were two other resolutions on the agenda which were deemed to have 
been withdrawn in the absence of Babu Kishori Prasad and Pandit Shri Sadayatan 
Pande, who had given notice of their intention to move them. The attendance 
of non-official members was rather thin, the Swarajists being absent. Only half a 
dozen Swarajists were present when the Council met but they walked out immediate­
ly after question-time, which took less than ten minutes.

B o y c o t t  of S im on  C ommission

On the 24th F E B R U A R Y  the commission boycott resolution was moved in 
the Council, but the final decision on the question was postponed 
till the_ next day when the debate was resumed and the resolution voted upon.
Every inch of space in the visitors’ galleries was occupied.

Among the distinguished visitors were the Maharaja of Muhmudabad and Baja 
Sir Eampal Singh and the Nawab of Earnal.

D e p u t y  a n d  A s s is t a n t  P olic e  S u pe r in t e n d e n t s

Earlier in the day the Council discussed a non-official resolution at some length 
and eventually rejected it by 43 votes against 34, the Swarajists taking no part.

Mr. C. Y. Chintamani moved that the Governor-in-Council should take steps 
to amalgamate the cadres of Assistant and Deputy Superintendents of Police, and 
to remove, as far as possible, the invidious distinction between those two classes of 
officers.

The mover's contentions were that the distinction between Assistant 
and Deputy Superintendents of Police, was based mostly on racial grounds.
It was not possible for the Local Government to decide the issue on their own 
authority, and that was the reason why he asked them to take the necessary 
steps.

Kunwar Jagadish Prasad, Chief' Secretary, and the Nawab of Chattari, the 
Home Member, both opposed the resolution pointing out that no racial discrimina­
tion was involved, but that the differences were due to one being an All India 
Service, and the other a Provincial Service. These differences existed in other 
branches of the Executive sendees as well. As for amalgamation, it was a matter 
for decision by the Secretary of State and not by the Local Government.
The resolution, as stated before, was pressed to a division, and rejected by the 
House.

THE BOYCOTT RESOLUTION
Mr. Mukandilal, Swarajist Deputy President, then moved the boycott resolution, 

which was word for word a repetition of the Assembly resolution, and advanced six 
grounds for total non-co-operation with the Simon Commission.

The resolution ran as follows:—
“That this Council recommends to the Government to inform the Governor-



111 i § l
—24 F e b . '28 J THE BOYCOTT RESOLUTION ;315

General in Council and His Majesty’s Government in England, that the present 
constitution and scheme of the Statutory Commission are wholly unacceptable to 
it, and that it will have nothing to do with the Commission at any stage and in any form.”

The mover’s principal arguments were that Briatinhad since 1919 turned a deaf ear 
of India’s legitimate demands and aspirations, that self-determination was the birthright 
to India, that the Commission was only an eyewash, the British Cabinet having already 
arrived at certain conclusions regarding India, and that the Commission was out 
only to widen communal and other differences which already existed to the misfor- 
fune of India, and finally that India’s only reply to Lord Birkenhead’s insolent 
throats was utter indifference to the activities of the Statutory Commission. Mr. 
Mukandilal’s appeal to the Muslim members was that the Hindus and Muslims in 
India could expect much more from each other than from the all-British 
Commission.

Ha was followed by Mirza Sajjad Ali Khan (nominated), who failed to see any 
reason why an impartial Commission of enquiry should be boycotted, purely 
because of its composition. In his opinion it was difficult to have a Commission 
truly representative of India’s numerous interests.

Pandit Badri Dutt Pande (Swarajist) was firmly of the opinion that if any 
section of the community aspired to gain small benefits by co-operating with the 
Commission, it would not only mar the prospects of India as a whole, but also ruin 
its own bigger interests. For the benefit of the Muslim members who had issued 
a manifesto against boycott, Mr. Pande mentioned the part played by Britain 
against Morocco, Tripoli, Egypt, Turkey, Persia and Iraq.

The Ilon’ble Mr. George Lambert advised the Council not to take hasty decision 
in regard to its attitude towards the Statutory Commission. As affairs stood at 
present, ho would advance no arguments for or against the resolution. His only 
suggestion was that no decision' be taken on the matter just at present, because 
there was no occasion for it. This Council would not be asked to select any 
committee to sit with the Commission until August or September next. Further 
developments might take place between now and then. In the world of politics, 
the unexpected did happen now and again. Why should this Council bind itself 
in any shape or form just at present ? He would not assert, but thought that the 
resolution had been tabled in haste in furtherance of a movement which had its 
origin outside the Council. He was afraid the discussion of the resolution at this 
stage was not fair to the members of the Council. If, however, the bulk of the 
elected members were firmly of the opinion that whatever might happen, however 
much things might alter within the next five months, they would not, under 
any circumstances, co-operate with the Commission, then, of course, the resolution 
might as well bo discussed now. But that was not, so far as he could judge, the 
attitude of the majority of Indians. Why then should the Council commit itself now '?

The Council was adjourned at this stage, and the debate postponed.
On the 25th F E B R U A R Y  the debate was continued till late in the afternoon, 

when closure was moved and accepted. The House divided, with the result 
that 56 members voted for the resolution and 55 against it.
, The President declared in the beginning that the resolution was lost, the division 

figures being 56 against and 55 for.
The announcement was received with cheers from one section of the House ; 

but immediately afterwards the President corrected himself, and announced the 
correct result. There was an uproar. Some Swarajist members raised the cry of 
'Mahatma Gandhi-ki-jjai”, and the cry was echoed and re-echoed not only from 
the Opposition benches but also from some of the visitors’ galleries. For fuU ten 
minutes there was practically no order in the Council chamber. Ihe 1 resident rose 
repeatedly, and eventually order was restored. , . _

An analysis of the voting was as follows :—Ayes 56, Noes on ; Neutrals 5 and 
absentees 5. Two of the three Ministers*, namely, Rai Bujeswar Bali and lhakur 
Rijendra Singh observed neutrality ; while the third Minister, Nawab Yusuf voted 
against the "resolution. There was considerable heat and tension in the debate.
The Council then adjourned.

■ As an aftermath to thi3 the two Ministers resigned, See p... 322
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On the 27th F E B R U A R Y  two 11011-official resolutions were discussed.
The first resolution recommended to the Government to appoint a Committee 

consisting of three non-officials and two official members of the Council, to collect 
statistics of middle class unemployment, and to enquire into its causes and suggest 
ways and means to relieve it.

Rai Rajeswar Bali, Minister of Education, stated that the problem of unemploy­
ment among the educated classes was receiving the careful attention of the Govern­
ment and a Committee consisting of certain departmental head was already making 
detailed enquiries. There was at present no necessity for appointing another 
Committee. The resolution after some discussion was passed without a division.

The second resolution urged upon the Government to introduce bills to amend 
the existing District Boards and Municipalities Acts, with a view to remove 
the control exercised over local bodies by the Divisional Commissioner and the 
District Magistrates.

Nawab Yusuf, Minister for Local Self-Government, opposing the resolution, 
pointed out that under the provision of the existing Acts, Divisional Commissioners 
and District Officers had very little control over local bodies. The control was 
limited only to matters of r utine inspection and emergency that were absolutely 
necessary and essential for the welfare of the local bodies themselves.

The resolution was pressed to a division, and rejected by 3-1 votes against 21.
On the 28th F E B R U A R Y  hardly 30 no-official members were_ present.

It _ was purely an official day, * the primary business being the
voting of supplementary demands for the current financial year and the considera­
tion and passage of the Bill to amend the U. P. District Boards Act of 1922.

Supplementary estimates under different heads aggregating to over 25 lakhs, of 
which nearly 18 lakhs were for Irrigation Expenditure not charged to revenue, were 
voted by the Council.

The only token cut of the item concerning the Government Printing Press was 
adopted as a protest against the Government’s refusal to comply with the request of 
the House Committee of the Council that all Government publications, should be 
supplied free of cost and postage to every member of the Council. The token cut 
was adopted by 29 votes against 21.

The Bill to amend the District Boards Act of 1922 introduced by Rai Rajeswar 
Bali, Education Minister, was passed unanimously.

The Bill makes it obligatory on the part of District Boards to constitute Education 
Committees to exercise, discharge and perform all powers, duties and functions of the 
Boards in regard to educational matters with some exceptions relating to Budgets.

At the conclusion of the official business the Council adjourned.

Th e  F in a n c ia l  St a te m e n t  for 1918-20.

On the 3rd M A R C H  the Hon’ble Mr. George Lambert, Finance 
Member, presented his first budget. In doing so, he first dealt with
the financial position of the Province in the current year and the year
before. In 1926-27 there was a large difference between the revised 
estimate of the year_ and the actual expenditure finally reported. The 
revised estimate of 1926-27 assumed that the current year 1927-28 would open with 
a balance of just under 16 lakhs. The actuals on the contrary showed a deficit 
of nearly 46 lakhs. In other words, the opening balance of 1927-28 was 62 lakhs 
less than what was anticipated when the current year’s budget was prepared. 
Secondly, according to the revised estimates of the current year, receipts were 
better than the budget estimate by 25 lakhs, while disbursements rose by 63 lakhs.
The net result was that the closing balance of Rs. 126 and half lakhs forecasted 
in the original budget of 1927-28 had, according to the revised estimate, fallen to 
about Rs. 27 lakhs. With this balance the figures for the budget year 1928-29 
were : total revenue Rs. 12,47,49,000 and debt head receipts for capital outlay Rs.
2,91,15,000. These two items together with the opening balance of Rs. 26,93,000 
brought up the grand total of revenue and the receipts in 1*28-29 to 
Rs. 15,66,57,000.

On the expenditure side the figures were Rs. 12,43,83,000 for revenue charges, 
and Rs. 27,83,34,000 debt head, disbursement. In other words, the total disbursements 
amounted to Rs. 15.22,17,000 only.

The budget for 1928-29 provided for a closing balance '.of Rs. 43,40,000. This
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'iii!i"p' 9§innSP?8?̂  Rs; 20,00,000 belonging to the Famine Insurance Fund, 
ilio linrio-ô 'tv.i  ̂ l 1C ordinary revenue balance. The expenditure in
crnmpnf̂ C ^ ’60,000 on account of contribution to the Central Gov-
cinqhfo-hnPn be as had been proposed in the Assembly the
eoSnt nn tn ^ "n  8;° t0 95 kkhs' h \ th? event of a total remission of the of flio owoiioKTr i e Ceiitrai Government materialising, it was proposed to utilise part 
for these \!Ju n ba ance f°r the items of new expenditure. The total sum allotted 
Departments'' ltCmS araoua*e<f t0 iust over 22 lakhs would go to the Transferred

G e n e r a l  D iscu ssio n  o f  t h e  B u dget

hnliihii, f^ -0 ^ J 1 ^A JR O il when the Council re-assembled after a week'say hthrtg reference was made to the late Lord Sinha.
Budo-nf11 t-t ur, ^ 0û vi Fasihuddin then opened the general discussion of the 
of hiniô if e ■o°ll£bt that Mr. George Lambert’s Budget Statement was characteristic 
the Thih„,i J nte.useI,y terse and outspoken.. The speaker was glad that for once 
Inlin e k„: I0''10ce s Budget was really a revenue surplus budget, the closing 
made in fi!!!griaIs° safr 3 factory. After several years some contribution had been 
n-amhln f amine. Insurance Fund. The Provincial Budget might be a mere
the Winun n r.allls’ hut. that did not in any way justify a gambling spirit in
(inn fm- L?i âpartment. Unless it was reckless gambling, there was no explana- 
rn ) , , ,  e, divergence in the estimates and actuals of the 1920-27 Budget. 
cifi(, " ‘ -rIc , j Budget under discussion, its dark phase was its expenditure 
actant m ?  ] expenditure showed a substantial increase, while there was an 

M • r U^ 8 £ own of Transferred items.
sno-iroofnTi’ *1 ,utor congratulated the Finance Member on his first Budget. He 
^  of the stamp duty and of court fees,
that t™ a!!!* raeiSbS? 8 a so approrcu of the Budget. Balm Shyain lal regretted TChnn T'.,ii!! ? cl™t „T>epartniei11 had been treated in a step-motherly fashion, 
reserve fmvl Tk'r il lz, Hidayet Hussain advocated the creation' of a revenue 
lie imnimmni i departments of Agriculture and co-operative credit, he said, should 
reconstruction ’ enif>basi8cc tbc necessity of paying greater attention to rural
Fefnrmeri ĥdullah waa afraid that education was being treated worse in the Kefoi rued regime than before.
was nni tbat f™m the P0‘llt of view of the villager the Budget
to Vhc rvuL? satisfactory. Pandit Iqbalnarain Gurtu said that a stop must be put 
Tnq(pnV cfVlborrowing money for unproductive purposes except in emergencies, 
went‘in ?i “SF0®#* fo,r ravwrae purchases, it would be better if the Government went (o the Council and asked for extra taxation.

eputy President adjourned the Council for want of a quorum.
Mr. George Lambert, as leader of the House, made 

with fhn ,]• eren.ce3 fn the death of Sir Ludovic Porter. The Council then proceeded 
Ti i cll8cusslon of the Budget.

imnvSr111 i Hanuman Singh laid stress on the education of girls and the improvement of rural sanitation.
DpiV*'^ fda Liaqat Ali Khan demanded more money for the Transferred 
f ■ Pa™11ents. The Police alone consumed more money than Agriculture, Indus* 
rJv-' i , ical and Public Health. Agriculture, which was of vital importance, 
received less than 2 annas per acre.

iVil" y  Y. Chintamani said that it was not Mr. Lambert’s fault if the financial 
rpppnti nas ? ore S,00tny than bright, He had come to the present oflieo only 

therefore the responsibility for anything unsatisfactory in the financial 
iraation ?0l\ • nofc ho laid at his door. Mr. Lambert had. on the contrary, given 

Tt p i  111 bls statement of qualities which bade fair to make him a success, 
rue budget statement did not suffer from lack of ability or lack of candour.

i - v speaker regretted that the Finance Member hml used somewhat Incautious 
ana indiscreet language in his statement when he spoke of yielding to Ministerial 
pleasure. He had thereby drawn upon himself strong criticism—in the speaker's 
opinion most unfair and undeserved criticism—from a well known quarter.

Am Rajeswar. Bali, Education Minister, said that thu Transferred side of the 
I, ; * 1 ! ment had, received a fair share in the matter of expenditure, but he and 

8 c°hcagucs had not obtained from the Finance Member all they wanted.
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Even if he had not received all he wanted, ho must acknowledge the sympathe­

tic attitude of the Finance Member and the courtesy of the Finance Secretary 
in making serious efforts to meet the Ministers’ wishes.

Nawab Mahomed Yusuf, Minister of Public Works and Local Self-Government, 
expressed gratitude to the members for their acknowledgment that the road 
building scheme had proved successful.

The Nawab of Chattari, Home Member, referred to the criticism against the 
expenditure of borrowed money on police buildings. Most of the thanas tvere 
located in dilapidated buildings of the old Moghul or Mahratta days. Some of 
them were too risky to live in. As a matter of fact 18 such buildings were 
condemned by the P. W. D.

Mr. E. A. H. Blunt, Finance Secretary, referred to the old provincial loan.
He pointed out that two-thirds of it had already been paid, and the balance 
would vanish within the next five years. In regard to borrowing money for the 
repair of irrigation works damaged by the floods of September 1924, the reason 
was that the damage had to be repaired before next June, otherwise there would 
have been a heavy loss in irrigation revenue. He did not fall in with the view 
that the Council had no control over debt head disbursements. As a matter of fact 
any member could propose a “cut” in respect of a particular item of debt 
charges.

Mr. George Lambert, in winding up the debate, agreed with Mr. Chintamani that 
his remark regarding severe Ministerial pressure was perhaps unhappy. It had 
given rise to all sorts of misunderstandings and conjectures. Wild talks of differ­
ences within the Government and interference by the head of the Province all owed 
their origin to an innocent pleasantry. The Government had a firm hope that the 
contribution would be totally remitted by Sir Basil Blackett and the entire Budget, 
including the addendum, had been prepared on that assumption.

He was in agreement with his critics that borrowings should be limited only 
to productive or emergent expenditure. Borrowings for police buildings and roads 
were only in continuation of the policy agreed upon by the Council two years ago.
The only new debt was Rs. 33 lakhs for two hydro-electric schemes, which would 
certainly pay.

V oting on B udget Grants

On the 13th M A R C H  voting on Budget grants commenced. Kunwar Rajcndra 
Bingh, Minister, moved a grant'of R. 33,07,205 under the head -‘Agriculture.”

The Minister gave details of the activities of the Agricultural Department and 
said that different agricultural tracts had been formed into agricultural circles under 
Deputy Directors. The Government had recently appointed three Deputy Directors, 
who were residents of the United Provinces. They had received a post-graduate 
training overseas. There had been a considerable increase in the number of aided 
private farms run on modern lines. In 1927 there were 725 such modern farms 
against 405 in 1924. Some of those farms were utilised by the Department for the 
production of improved seeds.

During the last three years grants-in-aid aggregating to about Rs. 1 and one-fourtli 
lakhs had been given to private farms in return for their undertaking to supply 
about 50,000 maunds of improved seeds for distribution among the tenants. During 
the current year nine central seed stores were opened.

In 1927, 225,000 maunds of seeds were distributed from 148 stores in 40 districts 
against barely 50,000 maunds in 1924. There had been a similar improvement in 
the number of the implements distributed.

The cattle heads maintained in the two cattle-breeding farms increased consider­
ably. The number of bull studs was 597 against 374 in the preceeding year. 
Arrangements were nearly complete for the establishment of a third cattle- 
breeding centre. The Bulandshahr Agricultural Bchool was now an established 
success with a roll of 100 students. A new school at Gorakhporc would shortly 
come into existence.

Several reduction motions were discussed aud all with the exception of two were 
withdrawn. One motion regarding a reduction in the provision for poultry shows 
was rejected, while the other for a reduction of nearly Rs. 6,000 in respect of the 
provision for two new Assistant Registrars of Co-operative Societies was carried.
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unde? tho'hJf'“mE ”5  ^  C°Uneil discussed a demaad for Es- 31,41,201
denvfnff6 th?gntr̂ pn̂emanfd’ Rai Eajeswar Bali> Minister, stated that there was no 
"like ^ y- t°£uPj0ndmg "Vor<i medical rclief i*1 towns and villages

u ^ n W ^ n 4*®, deterioration of some Sadar hospitals owing to 
,,, i  ee\ Distrf  Boards and Municipal Boards regarding the relative 
*la5f 003fc of uP̂ eep of those hospitals. A solution was reacted in many

lir a government proposing to give larger grants-in-aid for their upkeep.
, r: G- /*• Dabibullah moved several reductions with a view to omitting the 
cW™t0n- development of indigenous systems of medicine. The mover
wit™.'',1, thc Minister’s anxiety in promoting the growth of antediluvian ■ j stems as mere sentiment, and helping them would be a retrograde step.
pointing n̂,HCHbe(rS,,i!nclTTding:- th? tMinister, opposed Mr. ' Habibullah’s motion, out that the Unam and Ayurvedi systems had a scientific basis and were 
cheaper, more popular and sometimes more efficacious than Allopathy.

A he reduction motions were rejected.
T„ l an.. I(lbal Narayan Gurtu moved a token “cut"’ protesting against the 
districts hnd °  I 3 P°SftS ?£, Ci-T-il Surgeons for I. M. S. officers. Ad those 13 
Scal anvlnlp emeatS 7lth military doctors. The mover understood that the 

M harids we.re ‘fd by the orders of the Secretary of bta5», a?, .P^f.led against interference by the Secretary of State.
lur. Dovindballabh Pant, Swarajist leader, supporting the “cut” said that 

^ ult™.®Pt to posts ill the Transferred Departments by the Secretary of State 
d.llect encroachment on the legitimate authority of the Ministers. Snell reservation was made at the cost of qualified Indian graduates.

Die token cut, was adopted without a division, the Minister agreeing to forward 
the report of the debate to A c  Government of India. The Council theif adjourned

P ublic H ealth & P olice Demand

On the 16th M ARCH  the Council discussed demands for grants for public health and police. 1
Presenting the demand for Rs. 2,365, 031 for public health. Rai Rajeswar Bali, 

Minister, briefly narrated the activities of the department during the current year! 
the Minister referred to the extension of the District Health Scheme with its anti- 
epidcmic activities, and to the improvement of general sanitary conditions in certain 
selected villages. Local bodies and district officers alike spoke appreciably of the 
work already done under the scheme. Reference was made next to the publicity 
work °t the department. Three exhibitions were held during the year. Departmen­
tal lilms regarding cholera, small-pox and other epidemics were shown in the cities, 
villages, and fairs. Nearly 15,000 lectures were delivered during the year by the depar- 
tnaental officers. Several lakhs of posters and pamphlets were broad-casted. Malaria- 
ndden places were rendered almost free of malarial epidemic. During the last Kum- 
bh fair at Hardwar, for thc first time in the history of Kumbh fairs, no cholera 
epidemic was reported.

The public health demand was voted entirely. All reduction motions, except one. 
were withdrawn.

The motion concerning Rs. 5,500 relating to Bovine lymph depot was pressed to 
n division and rejected by 37 votes to 34. The supporters wanted the removal of the 
depot, superintendent on the ground of incompetence and further urged the appoint- 
tne,d-of a committee of enquiry into the allegation against the superintendent.

The Minister refused to appoint a committee.

D iscussion On P olice Geant
Over 100 cuts had been tabled in the Police demand but only two were discussed 

and both were, rejected. The entire demand was voted.
The Home Member moving the grant referred to the slight increase in Police 

expenditure. The increase was due to circumstances over which the local Govern­
ment had no control.—The Police department budget figure was',5 lakhs above the

Iff ■1 <SL
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actuals in 1924-25 but over 10 lakhs less than the figure for 1921-22. The present 
increase was the result of over-economy during the last four years. Halt of the 
increased expenditure was met by economy. Increased provision also resulted in 
improvement of police work. The figures for 1927 compared with the figures for. 
1924 showed a remarkable decrease in number of serious crimes such as dacoity. 
robber}', and theft. The efficiency and morale of the police had considerably improved 
The Government were taking serious stops to prevent corruption. Several prosecu­
tions were launched recently in addition to dismissals. The Budget figures compared 
favourably with figures for the provinces of Bengal and Madras, whose population 
was nearly equal to that of U. P. ■

Thakur Humuk Singh moved for the tolal rejection of the demand on the ground 
that there was harassing of innoecut people by the police. The custodians of law 
and order inspired dread in the hearts of the masses.

Mr. C. Y. Chintamani moved a reduction of 3 lakhs pointing out that the 
United Provinces Police accounted for 13 1-3 per cent of the total provincial 
expenditure. In the Central Provinces it wasonly i0 per cent, and only lO and 
three fourth in the Punjab, and 11 and half per cent in Madras. Regarding efficiency, 
Mr. Chintamani quoted the figures of 1925-26 giving the percentage of property 
recovered. The U. P. figure was almost the lowest in India. The department, it 
so inclined, could economise to the extent of 3 lakhs, and release that amount for 
beneficial purposes. ,

Khan Bahadur Masadul Hasan opposed both the reduction motions. He said that 
the best remedy against corruption and misuse of power was bringing more 
educated men into the force, which would mean a larger budget provision.

Mr. S. M. Habibullali also opposed Mr. Chintamani’s motion. All the
reduction motions were rejected, and the entire demand was voted by 58 votes 
to 35. The Council then adjourned.

The E ducation D emand.
On the 17th M A R C H  the Education demand was discussed.

The agenda contained over 200 reduction motions, 32 of which were disposed of 
on this day. The total Education expenditure amounted to Rs. 1,97,12,504.

Rai Rajeswar Bali, Education Minister, in presenting the demand detailed 
some of the developments in the Department during the current year. ihe_ Agra 
University was established in July 1927. Stress was laid on the expansion _ oi 
primary education in both rural and urban areas, and the promotion of physical 
training in schools. . _ , ,, . ,Mr. Dharamsir Singh (Swarajist) moved a reduction or Rs. 2 lakhs m respect 
of university education. The mover thought that the Government were spending 
over much on university education which, in a way, was a luxury. More money 
should be spent on technical and primary education.

The reduction motion was rejected without, a division. .
Mr. Bhagwat Narain Bhargava moved a reduction of Rs. 10,000 in the item 

concerning grants to European schools. The mover's grievance was that the
provision for grants to European schools was about Rs. half _ lakh above the 
current year’s revised figure. For less than GO schools, maintained only lor 
a handful of Anglo-Indian boys, the Government spent nearly Rs. 10 lakhs 
more. He quoted figures to compare the expenditure on European education in 
1 lie United Provinces with that of some of the other provinces. Those schools 
would have nothing to do with Indian boys, although they were run at the cost 
of the Indian tax payer. _ , , , ,,

Mr. A. H. Mackenzie pointed out that the Department spent less than j
per cent, of the total education expenditure on European schools. The percent-
a'<e in 1926-27 was just over 5 and in the Budget it was a little above 4 and halt. 
That showed conclusively that the Government were not spending more and
more, but on the contrary less.

The motion after Mr. Mackenzie’s reply was withdrawn.
Pandit Iqbal Narayan Gurtu moved a token reduction urging _ the Government 

to make provision for grants to the Benares and Aligarh Universities.
Mr. George Lambert winding up the debate made it clear that lie would not 

lake shelter behind the beaten argument that Benares and Aligarh, being central 
subjects the Local Government had no responsibility for their welfare. He
would admit that both universities deserved the Local Government s support. 
The difficulty was where to find the money.
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He would make no promise, but if towards the end of the calendar year’ it 
was found that there was no heavy loss to irrigation revenue, or if the receipts 
showed improvements, he would consider the questiou sympathetically.

Mr. Lambert was complimented by Mr. Govindballabh Pant, the Swarajist 
Leader, for his reasonable attitude, and the reduction motion was withdrawn.

The Council then adjourned.
On the 19th M A R C H  discussion on the Education demand was resumed in the 

Council. A token cut was carried on the motion of Professor Habib, who emphasised 
the necessity for securing adequate Muslim representation on Universities’ bodies.

The mover made it clear that the motion was not to bo understood as one 
of lack of confidence in the Education Minister.

The motion was supported by Mr. C. Y. Chintamoni, leader of the Nationalists,
Mr. G. B. Pant Swarajist leader, and several others, and was carried. The 
Education demand less one rupee, was then voted.

The F orest D emand
On the 21st M A R C H  discussion of the Forest Budget was resumed in the Council.
Mr. Mukandilal moved a token reduction motion under General Direction. Criticising 

the Government’s forest policy, he said that Kumaon members wanted all the civil forests 
taken over by the Government since 1911 to be given back to the people of Kumaon.
They would never agree to fresh taxation.

Mr. H. A. Lane, Secretary, replying, said that there appeared to be misunder­
standing about the action the Government proposed to take in regard to the 
forests in Kumaon. The report of the special officer deputed to study the Madras 
conditions was not yet before the Government. Previous to taking any action on 
the report the Government would certainly ascertain whether it would be possible 
to recover from the Kumaon people the cost of the special staff required to work 
the communal system of forest management.

The Nawab of Chattari, Home Member, winding up the debate, made it clear 
that the Government were as yet committed to no particular scheme.

The motion was then withdrawn.
Mr. G. B. Pant, moving a token reduction, pointed out that the Government 

made a net profit of about Rs. 50,000 by the sale of fire wood for charcoal.
The motion was withdrawn.
The Finance Member next, moved a demand of Rs. 29,40,391 under the head 

Irrigation Works charged to Revenue. The demand was voted entirely. The 
Council then adjourned till March 27.

L oans and  Advances.
On the 27th M A R C H  Mr. G. B. Lambert, Finance Member, moved a grant 

of Rs. 15,49,000 under the head “Loans and Advances” by the Local Government.
Thakur Hanuman Singh moved a reduction of Rs. 1 lakh in respect of the 

item concerning a loan to Lucknow for road construction. He said that the Lucknow 
Board was taking large loans year in and year out. He doubted if the Lucknow
Municipality was in a position to pay off accumulated debts which, in the
aggregate, was a huge amount. Further, the Board was systematically giving 
contracts to non-Indian firms for its road reconstruction. The Board must be
asked to give its contract works to Indian firms, in preference to non-Indian
agencies.

Moulvi Fasih-ud-Din, opposing the motion, said that some of Lucknow s roads 
tvere simply abominable. If anything, the Government should give larger loans 
fo Lucknow to keep her roads respectable. ,

Nawab Yusuf, Minister for Local Self-Government, assured the mover that the 
Government never advanced money to any Board, unless they were fully satisfied 
with the scheme submitted by the'Board, and unless the finances of the Board 
permitted such an advance. In regard to contracts, the Boards had the privilege 
of selecting their own contractors. The roads in Lucknow needed to bo improved 
because of growing trade and increased tariff. ,

Pandit Rashbehari Tewary, member for Lucknow City, admitted the necessity 
of improving the city’s roads, but was of opinion tjhat preference should be 
shown to Indian firms by the Board.
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Sir Ivo Elliot, Secretary in charge, said that the debt charges of the Lucknow 
Board were Rs. 335,000 and the proposed loan would add to iFanother Rs. 21,000.

The Government were satisfied that the present loan would not embarrass the 
Lucknow Board. The motion was withdrawn.

Mr. C. Y . Chintamani moved a token cut in protest to the Government’s 
ungenerous attitude towards the Allahabad Municipality in the matter of loans 
and grants for its water works reorganisation. The Government’s attitude was 
all the more uncharitable when it was taken into consideration that the Minister 
of Local Self-Government, Xawab Yusuf, was himself a citizen of Allahabad.

The speaker had ascertained that the Allahabad Board had originally drawn 
up a comprehensive scheme with a view to re-organising its waterworks, but the 
Government had indirectly curtailed the scheme by reducing the loans proposed 
to be given to the Allahabad Board.

Sir Ivo Elliot, Secretary, replying to Mr. Chintamani, said that the present schema 
of reorganisation was determined by the Allahabad Municipal Board over three 
years ago and the Government decided that it would not be possible for the Board 
to spend Rs. 30 lakhs on it.

The scheme was modified and the estimate of expenditure was later reduced 
to Rs. 18 lakhs, The Government had contributed Rs. 3 half lakhs as a grant, 
and the balance was being given by way of loans. The Government had to wait 
and see how the present reorganisation worked before they could embark on a 
larger project.

Mr. C. Y. Chintamani was not satisfied at Sir Ivo Elliot’s reply. He said that the 
Government had year after year condemned the Allahabad Municipal Board for 
its _ defects in connection with its waterworks, and when it asked for financial 
assistance the Government adopted a niggardly attitude.

Nawab Yusuf, Minister, replying, said that the reconstruction scheme was restricted 
to Rs. 18 lakhs purely on financial grounds, bearing in mind that the municipality 
had to repay the loan.

Mr. Chintamani pressed his motion, which was rejected by 48 votes to 28.
Mr. Chintamani next moved a token reduction in respect of the provision 

for Lucknow road construction and pressed for fair and equal treatment to all 
major municipalities in the Province in the matter of road reconstruction. 
Lucknow seemed to be the pet of the Government.

_ Raja Jagannath Baksh Singh wanted to know how the Government ascer­
tained the capacity of the different Boards to repay the loans taken by them.

Sir Ivo Elliot explained the principle on which the financial stability o f a 
board was judged before loans were given.

The reduction motion was lost without a division.
Nawabzada Liaqat Ali Khan moved a token “ cut”  in order to “ impress the 

necessity of giving a loan to the Muzaffarnagar Board to execute certain drainage 
schemes.”

Mr. G. B. Pant supporting the motion wished to know why no provision was 
made to finance the Almora waterworks scheme.

Nawab Yusuf said that the Muzaffarnagar Board’s application for a loan 
for its drainage scheme came too late this year. The motion was withdrawn and the 
House adjourned.

D e m a n d  U n d e r  A d m in ist r a t io n , J u stice

On the 30th M A R C H  the Council discussed the demand for Rs. 62,03.755 under 
“Administration, Justice” . A Swarajist motion urged total omission. Mr. Dharamvir 
Singh, the mover said that the present system of justice encouraged corruption. Pie 
favoured the abolition of the system of lawyers arguing cases for litigants who, 
in his opinion, should present their own cases.

The host of laywers promoted and encouraged litigation, he said and “ we don’t 
fear the British Army so much as we fear the British courts. These courts 
demoralize us” . The motion wras rejected.

Two token cuts were adopted. One urged that the office of the Registrar o f the 
Allahabad High Court should be thrown open to members of the Provincial Judicial 
Service, and another urged better pay and prospects in the establishment of the 
Allahabad High Court.

In addition to voting demands the Council elected four non-official members to 
the Committee on Public Accounts and eight members to the Finance Committee 
for 1928-29.

— -<S\ms <sl



|(1)| <SL
5!AY - 8 1 THE MINISTERS’ RESIGNATION 323

Discussion on the demand wa3 continued on this day,
; ■ **' “7a“ z Hidayat Hussain pointed out that the demand included an item 

o25CfE«m^* - l A? imorur Commission. H e wanted the President to put that issue 
‘  a. “ f j 1 cllvlpf House, but the President pointed out that under the rules 

• h u?v cou“ * be put after five, but the House had the option either to 
jt me grant or the particular demand in entirety. The demand was put, the 

Swarajists shouting “ No.”  but it was voted without a division, 
rvinria • Lai  next moved a token reduction urging establishment of Civil 

°  f  ln J>l.lma°n, where the Magistrate and Collectors decide, not only criminal 
M butTclvl1 a[ld revenue cases.

Alio! n  ̂ replying, said the question was under the consideration of the
a uauaoad High Court. Kumaon had come under the jurisdiction of the Allahabad 
rrign Lourt only since April 1, 1926, and the High Court should be given some 
rnent-0 endu*re tde matter before making any recommendation to the Govern-

m ®adho Singh, moving a token reduction, recommended that the Govern-
trv a 8 10 , . d another Mukhtarship examination to enable plucked candidates to

Tv «  i t # n ' Lambert opposed the motion, and it was rejected.
i i Hidayet Hussain in another token motion urged that Moffussil 

i f 3 i ° lk ba ^ ven a chance to beeome High Court Judges, 
fieri, i1"’ . . ert> replying, said that the claims of Moffussil lawyers were always consi- 
withdraw V10U3 l°  mak‘u£ the appointment of High Court Judges. The motion was

,, lal expressed the opinion that there were too many Judges in
tn eu u flh  Chief Court, where there was not enough work for them.

i  „ . ra” ert assured the mover that the Chief Court Judges had anything but
f f  y rr‘ m& -T le  raotion was withdrawn.

thot i IIiday,et Hussain proposed a token reduction, and suggested
mat practising lawyers should occasionally be appointed deputy Legal Remembranc-

Mr. Lambert pointed out that that post was hitherto always filled by members of 
tno provincial Judicial Service, and it would be unjust to take it away from them.Hie motion was withdrawn.
. Fasih-nd-Din proposed another token reduction urging that some practi­

sing lawyers should be appointed sessions Judges. Mr. Lambert pointed out that 
eigirt posts of sessions Judges had been, since 1921, open to other than members of 
tne Indian Civil Service. Of those eight posts one was given to direct recruitment
th e ^ o v ln e ia f  S 7 ^  an<* tbe roma‘u n̂g Seveu Posts wero reserved for members of

rai,nor discussions the demand was voted and the 26 guillotined demands 
a d jo u r n e d ^ /w S 6^’ ^  ®'varaPsts persistently crying “ N o.”  The House then

THE MINISTERS’ RESIGNATION

TH E  following correspondence that passed between Sir Alexander Muddiman, the 
governor of the U. P. and the two Hindu Ministers, viz, Rai Rajeswar Bali and 
Jnakur Rajendra Singh clearly shows how the Ministers were forced to resign as they 
declined to co-operate with the Simon Commission.

ilie Governor in course of n letter to the Ministers pointed out that in accordance 
with the instructions o f  the Government of India the Local Government should submit 
• heir memoranda to the Simon Commission. In the preparation and submission of this 
memoranda Sir Alexander held, the Ministers should either co-operate or resign as he 
couPj n°t think the Local Government could disobey the orders of the Government.

Tlie Ministers in course of a joint reply pointed out that under the present, form of 
Government the Ministers were responsible, to the Legislature. 1 As the U. P. Legislative 
vouncil. bv a substantial majority, had decided that the Government had nothing to 
do with the Simon Commission, the Ministers did not think they could go against that

ft « / I !E
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decision. Further they were of opinion that there was no provision in the Government of 
India Act by which the Tndia Government could force them to carry out their order.
The instructions by the Government of India were for the Goyernor-in-Council and 
not, as Sir Alexander held, for the Governor act i up with his Ministers. ,.

As the Governor could not share the views of the Ministers they resigned. In this 
connection it would be relevant to give a short history of the U. P. Ministries here. 
During the Non-co-operation days, after the first elections under the ‘Reformed 
constitution, when Congressmen did not stand, the then Governor Sir Harcourt 
Butler appointed Messrs. Chintamani (Editor of the “Leader”), and Jagat Narain 
(a well-known Lucknow lawyer) as his Ministers. They pulled on very well with 
the Governor, who had plenty of tack and knew the art of managing affairs. Jle 
kept his Ministers in good humour, and realised that they were working in the 
teeth of the opposition of their own people with non-co-operation rampant all 
l'ound. Then came Sir William Marris as the Governor and troubles soon began.
The weakening of Non-co-operation outside, weakened the Ministers position 
inside as well. The Ministers resigned, the immediate cause being that oil' 
Claude de la Fosse of the Department of Education, filed a defamation suit 
against Pandit Iqbal Narain Sastri, a noted liberal politician, without taking the 
sanction of Mr. Chintamani, his official superior as the Minister for Education.
The Chief Secretary and the Governor upheld Sir Claude and Mr. Chintamani 
resigned. Mr. Jagat Narain, acting on the principle of joint, ministerial respon­
sibility, also resigned. Non-co-operation being on a low ebb and no necessity 
being felt for hooking politicians the offices started going to vested interest.
The Nawab of Chattari and Eaja Parmanand became the next Ministers. Raja 
Parmanand dying while in office, Rai Rajeshwar Bali succeeded him. lne 
Nawab of Chattari later became Home Member—being a convenient tool in the 
hands of permanent officials—and a curious Ministerial crisis became apparent. 
While no trouble arose when a Muslim succeeded a Hindu Minister in the first 
instance now there was insistence that a Muslim alone must succeed a Muslim.
The Governor not knowing what, to do, appointed two Ministers to succeed one, 
though there was not enough work even for one. And a Muslim Nawab (Muhammad 
Yusuf) and a Hindu Kumar (Rajendra Singh) along with the already existing
Rai Rajeshwar Bali became Ministers. All were of a colourless variety, ancl
created no scenes and no situations as the first Minister Mr. Chintamani used to do.

They did not worrv over any principles of Joint Ministerial responsibility and 
such unimportant things. They troubled themselves now and then over their 
own communities, and for the rest they were pleased with themselves and the 
world around them. The small number of Swarajists and the large number ol 
factions and parties in the Council kept them safe from all harm. Then came 
the Simon tangle and the Hindu Ministers helped directly and indirectly
the Council to vote against the Commission by the majority ot one.
There was much jubilation, and the Ministers were much praised
and applauded, and there were dinners and mutual congratulations
in galore. But they evidenly counted without their host. The Governor Sir 
Alexander Muddiman was not likely to take things lying down. What
did he care for the Council and its member’s and their votes ? Though
Nawab Muhammad Yusuf, as the Minister acting' against the wishes 
of the Council, ought to have gone, he made up His ̂ mind that the
other two, who were with the Council ought instead to go”. (From  Forward)

The  Te x t  of the  Correspondence

On the 30th May, Rai Rajeswar Bali and Kumar Rajendra Singh in a joint 
letter to the Governor among other things wrote that, at a meeting of the
whole Government on the 25th May, His Excellency observed that as their attitude 
towards the Simon Commission had remained unaltered, there would be no option 
for him but to ask them (Ministers) to resign. Since then they had no communica­
tion from the Governor on the subject. They were waiting for it.

Tins G overnor ’s R eply

In reply to this joint letter the Governor wrote that from the commencement 
of his term of office the two Ministers’ attitude towards the Commission has caused 
him much anxiety and embarrassment. The announcement made by Rai Rajeswar 
Bali on his own behalf and that of Kumar Rajendra Singh to the Council on the
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31st March clearly indicated a wide difference of opinion between the Ministers and 
tne rest or the Government on the vital question concerning the Government as a 
whole, that the public announcement of the two Ministers’ attitude to the Commi­
ssion made the position more difficult and he (Governor) expected that the two 
Ministers would resign immediately thereafter. The reply in the Council and the 
* htie<*U!r  con>’ersation8 seemed to show that the Ministers were able to draw a 
subtle distinction between the preparation and submission of memoranda to the 
India Government and their preparation and submission to the Simon Commission 
uirect. H e (Governor,! did not press the matter then as he still hoped that the 
Ministers were considering whether the various announcement by Sir John Simon 
would enable them to reconsider their attitude. This, however, was not the case, 
th e Indna Government recently ordered this Government to send its memoranda to 
r“ e 1° lrnon Commission direct and on this they (Ministers) noted that they were 
unable to furnish memoranda to the Simon Commission. The Commission had 
now announced that they did not propose to make any further change in their 
procedure. H e (Governor) had therefore lost all hope that a way could be found 
out ot the difficulty without a change in the- Ministry. It was impossible for the 
Governor acting with his Ministers to disobey orders of the India Government on a 
matter clearly within their powers. It was impossible for him to prepare a proper 
memoranda tor the Commission without the active support and assistance of the 
whole Government. “ In  fairness to the province, to the rest o f the Government and 
to myseli I feel bound to endeavour to obtain active co-operation in that task by 

h g l e a n s  as are open and since you and your colleague adhere to the position 
which unfortunately debars me from your advice and assistance in this arduous 
task, I  have no option but to intimate that I  shall feel bound to accept vour 
resignations when tendered.”

The Ministers’ Reply

Replying to this letter o f  the Governor, the Ministers wrote as follows :—
. partition o f the domain o f the Provincial Government into two fields has been 

devised to make a beginning towards responsible Government and while the Gov- 
ernor-m-Council is still primarily responsible to Parliament for the discharge of his 
unties and responsibilities, Ministers are responsible to the Council except for carry­
ing out the duties that have been specifically assigned to them by the constitution.
In other words, except in matters in which their discretion has been spocifically 
lestnoted by the A ct or Rules and such restriction has been purposely confined to 
specific matters without any general saving clause to cover matters not so specified, 
tneir relations with an responsibility to Council are precisely on the same footing as 
lUey would be in case Of a Minister vis a via his legislature in any self-governing 
constitution. W e regard this as the most essential and valuable part of even the 
present half-hearted constitution, for, we feel that after all a Minister would not be 
in the Government but is as responsible to the legislature for carrying out the wishes 
of the people as expressed by their representative therein and we do not, think that 
except in specified cases he can divest himself in the performance o f any public act 
o f his responsibility to that body. Now in the present case the Council o f our 
provinces decided by a majority to have nothing to do with the Commission so long 
as its present scheme o f  procedure remained unaltered. N ot only was the majority 
absolute, but if the official bloc is excluded very substantially, fifty six elected 
members were for and 32 against the resolution, and even if the nominated non-offieials 
are included the resolution was carried by a majority of 2() votes, The result o f 
voting was not due to any spasmodic outburst o f emotion or ill-conceived and hasty 
judgment but was the reflection of the public mind which has been deeply agitating 
over this question for several months.
, Under such circumstances, it is the duty o f a Minister in our judgment to obey 

the considered mandate o f the legislature or if he disagrees, to resign. A s we 
agreed, we undertook to carry out their wishes. In our view if those who are 
returned to the Council cannot perceive the effects o f their votes given over in the 
conduct o f Ministers it is difficult to see the differences between them and the 
Executive Councillors or between the legislature o f pre-reformed type and the 
present one. But in a letter which the Education Minister wrote to your Excellency 
early in March and in a statement which he read to the Council on our behalf in 
reply to questions asked, it was made clear that while wc proposed to carry the
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wishes of the Council, we were ready to supply all information to the India Govern­
ment which they required.

Your Excellency referred to in your letter to subtle distinction which we are thus 
drawing but as we have said above our responsibility to the Council is subject to 
definite statutory obligations which we accepted when we agreed to work this 
imperfect constitution." It was only lately that the India Government changed their 
mind and notv they want the Local Government to send the material direct to the 
Commission. What is at beat a matter of minor convenience to the commission 
involves for the Ministers, circumstanced as we are, a principle of great constitutional 
importance.

lour Excellency has been pleased to observe that it is impossible for a Governor 
acting with his Ministers to disobey the orders of the Government of India on a 
matter clearly within their powers (namely, that the memoranda should be submitted 
direct to the Simon Commission). We do not feel quite sure whether the matter 
is within their powers so far as the Ministers are concerned. If Your Excellency be 
pleased to tel! us any provision to that effect tve shall be quite prepared 
to give the matter a fresh consideration. We have no intention to disobey
the India Govt, in their exercise of the powers entrusted to them
by the Act or Rules. It was due to this consideration that we agreed to 
supply them the required information and have approved the number of the 
memoranda for submission to them, but we have not been able to find _ any 
provision by which the Govt, of India have powers to give to the Ministers 
direction of this kind. We, therefore, think that their recent orders to the Local 
Govt, cannot be interpreted to refer to the Governor acting with his Ministers.
They can only be intended for the Governor in Council. In fact the subject of 
inquiry into the working of the Reforms has all along been treated as a reserved 
one in these provinces.

Your Excellency has referred to the wide difference of opinion between ourselves 
and the rest of the Govt, on the vital question concerning the Govt, as a whole 
and to the fact that you should not have been surprised if we tendered our 
resignations immediately after the public announcement of our attitude towards 
the Simon Commission. We may be permitted to discuss the point at length
in order to vindicate the line of our conduct which may otherwise be said to
involve a serious breach of constitutional propriety. In the first place our 
attitude towards the Commission was and is conditional and the same as the 
position of the Council. It is true that so far the Commission has not announced 
any substantial changes and that Sir John Simon has been reported to have
stated that there will be no change in the procedure. But on our part we have
not yet lost all hopes. We have yet faith in British statesmanship asserting 
itself which on numerous occasions unsettled many settled facts. We are not 
so pessimistic as to believe that no way will be found out of the present impasse 
and that the task of constitution-making for this country will be done without 
the co-operation of, to say the least, a very large majority of thinking Indians.
But graver issues of far-reaching consequences and affecting seriously the 
position of the Ministers are involved in the question.

We are aware of the established practice that when a Minister differs from 
the majority of his colleagues in the Cabinet on any important question he 
resigns. If .we had a constitution here which gave us a unitary form of Gov­
ernment we would have resigned immediately on such difference arising and not 
waited till the matter came up for discussion in the legislature. But in a 
dyarchical constitution, with* its clear division of responsibility between the 
different founts of power, it is inevitable for the view points of the two sides of 
the Govt, to differ on important issues and to differ at times fundamentally. 
Perhaps it is no exaggeration to say that the graver the issue the greater the 
divergence is likely to be. With the best will on both sides to avoid them 
such differences have been and must continue to be a normal feature of tho 
dyarchy which is expedient for carrying through anxious and confused period 
of conflict between divergent principles and aim. That this has happened 
frequently in every province and in relation to many public questions ot first 
rate importance hardly needs elaboration. It may be said that this particular 
issue concerns the local Government as a whole during our tenure of office ana 
in the case of one of us it extends over marly 4 half years and in the other 
over 2 half years. We have had occasions to discuss the questions which 
substantially affected both sides of the Government, but it has never happened
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t e L inh t e r P6n °'L d5 T nCe 0L0pl l T1 the wi"  of one side of Govern- 
shared jointly by bm.h? J °n h°  °ther ° T the resPonsibility for the decision
theInt)raptieprbnf „SpeeCn ,at Allabab'ld the late Governor said, “While preserving 
ernmLt f  stood Z lta,10Il and discU3sioQ between both sides of the Gov? 
and powers Tt l fo,r a u ^ T uCUt ??d not a b!urred d‘'’ision of responsibilities 

e v T f c  £  p T heldtha51 th,s. Practice was in accordance with the 
allow to eon w i t  ^•riainen,ary CoT llttee "'hlch thouf?ht that it could not 
on the U.o sid| of the oULnment’’6 re8ponsibUity which wdl rest
woiT-eh C‘X' l ence of !his, essential feature of dyarehical system, as it has been 
nrJidoA ur TecoSu' ^  by the Reforms Committee over which His Excellency 

' *’ e may also refer to the fact that in the matter of submitting U. p 
Govern mont Ir r ^0It lll£ ° f the Reforms to your Committee in 1924 and to the 
wholl ™ * ° !  l?Cla 111,1927 (and the matter concerned the Government as a 
tho r < n " lch-the"  83 11 dooB now) tbe responsibility was solely exercised by 
?he manner wc'hn ° T C\  therefore the constitution having been worked t  
the members of hfhrPo°nbPC’ 7 ® ^  that.th? salutary convention by which 
Of their cXami^ t10?  .raen1| reSIRn 0n their dmSreeing with the majoritv 
colleamios hann,l ^ \  n?,p ?ce hcre’ !110rc 80 on an occaslon when the dissenting' norZ8 it ||PP°? bc Hintsters ready to respect the views of the legislature? 
on the rlsnrvld airf r exp<;cted under the present constitution of the members 
the wLlIrZk™™ t0 .resign when thev happen to differ with the majority of 

6 |inc!udmg the Ministers). At least there have been no instances of either the Ministers or of the Executive Councillors doing so.
resianXnf IwZZr 118 WbltCi,h ha7e—Cpt -lls back 30 far from tendering our Weg fee] te «rp Ini aS -th® ad™,nif™tion of the departments is concerned.

. 11 "fc. nrc stl,l enjoying the full confidence of the Council and we believe
riso h In thema7t o no f thflt —  enjoy J'our Excellency's confidenceoftko i l  ttie matter of the Simon Commission we are carrying on the wishes
ns th cB\^IS||u|« ^'hlle complyiiig w,tli all that the Act and Rules demand of 
?,*• u  nf'er PAing consideration to the points mentioned above vonr 
Excellency wishes that we should tender our resignations we shall readily do so.”

The Governor's R eply
7i w e letfter °||hc Ministers was followed by the following letter dated the 7th( June from IIis Excellency to Rai Rajeshwar B a l i b me
tinn'lwTe glve"  tbc ^int. letter or yourself and your colleague the careful con=idcra- lon that any commuiacation from such a source is entitled to receive but I remain of 
°p f pn bat the preparation of the memoranda for the Simon Commission needs the
vour to o"bta1natthflt0f * 1 Sectl0KnS °* ,he Government and that I am bound to endca- om to obtain that assistance by all means open to me.
vVlIoKu convinced that, your experience and knowledge would have been a 
but * ntf oo'Prtbution to the solution of the different problems that, must arise
no ontioilhm rcorTf̂ n’ I mV3t, seek helP elsewhere. In the circumstances, I have o option but regretfully to ask for your resignations.

rhe Ministers resigned immediately after the receipt of this letter.
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The Punjab Legislative Council
The Budget session of the Puniab Legislative Council commenced at Lahore 

on the 20th F E B R U A R Y  with K. B. Saheb-ud-din in the chair, but no important 
business was transacted and the House adjourned till Wednesday, the 22nd instant.

After a two hours’ sitting, Sir Fazl-i-Hussain, Revenue Member, introduced the 
Punjab Medical Registration (Amendment! Bill, which being a non-controversial 
measure, was taken into consideration and passed.

P u n ja b  P r e e m p t io n  L a w  A m e n d in g  B il l

The Revenue Member next introduced the Punjab Preemption (Amendments Bill 
which was referred to a Select Committee.

Mr. Gokalchand Narang strongly opposed the introduction of the bill and its 
reference to a select committee, saying preemption was an extraordinary law having 
its origin in Islam. There was no such thing in non-Mahomedan countries, and 
he urged for its total repeal. This law was introduced by Mahommcdans, on 
account of the purdah system in the villages. Ho did not see any reason why with 
the breaking up of purdah in modern times, such a law should be allowed to 
remain on the Statute Book. The judges of High Court in his opinion were in 
the best position to judge regarding the defects in the law. It was not at all 
necessary to propose amendments to the law. As it was, the law was stringent 
enough. Ho thought the amendment would lead to mischievous results and would 
prolong litigation.

Sir Fazl-i-Hussain replying said that the bill did not propose any change in thelaw, 
but only wanted to remedy defects by means of which clever people brought in 
devices to defeat the object of the law. To defeat the object of the law of pre­
emption, a man had only to split up his transaction into two parts, purchase one 
land on the first day, and the balance on the second day. If a suit for preemption 
was brought in respect of the second sale by the village proprietors, he could 
successfully defend the suit on the ground that he acquired proprietory rights in 
the village one day prior to the second purchase. This meant that virtually the 
Punjab Preemption Act stood repealed. The amending bill wanted to remedy that 
defeat.

P r e s id e n t  D is a l l o w s  M o t io n  o n  R e f o r m s  E n q u ir y

Sardar Ujjal Singh, gave notice of the following resolution for discussion in the 
Council, which however, was disallowed by the President.

“This Council recommends to the Governor-in-Council to convey to His Majesty’s 
Government (a) that the Committee of the Legislature to be constituted to work 
with the Statutory Commission on reforms be given equal status with the Com­
mission ; (b) that the said Committee be given power to summon, to lead and to 
examine witnesses; /c) that the said Committee be given access to all papers to be 
dealt with by the Statutory Commission ; (d) that the said Committee be given the 
right to submit a separate report from the one to be submitted by the Statutory 
Commission, in case of disagreement,”

The reasons for disallowing the resolution were as follows, according to the 
President:—

“Firstly, because there is yet no official information that the Punjab Council 
is going to elect a Committee to work with the Statutory Commission ; secondly, 
because the resolution is not consistent with Section 84-A of the Government of 
India Act, inasmuch as it is only the Commission that can submit a report, and 
not the Committee of the Council; and thirdly, because the resolution relates to a 
matter which is not primarily the concern of the Local Government’-.

E n c o u r a g e m e n t  o f  I n d ig e n o u s  M e d ic in e

On the 22nd F E B R U A R Y , the Council devoted fully four hours to the discussion 
of non-official resolutions.
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Thq unfinished debate on Lain Mohanlal’s resolution uvging encouragement of 
IJnani and Ayurvedic systems of medicine was then resumed, and after a lively 
discussion, the resolution was carried.

Sir Abdul Qadir then moved a resolution recommending that the course of 
studies in the Amritsar Medical School be extended to five years from four: but 
finding only a feeble support from the non-oflicials, the mover withdrew the 
resolution after a short discussion.

I ncome-Ta x  and Sm a ll  L and-Holders

Chaudhuri Chhoturam, (ex-Minister), next recommended to the _ Government that 
the policy of applying the principles governing the levy of income-tax to the 
assessment of land revenue should be adopted as the goal to be reached within the 
next 40 years. A beginning should be made as soon as possible, preferably in the 
present Land Revenue Bill, to afford relief to the class of small holders.

Sir Fazli Hussain said that the total amount of salaries of the highly paid officers 
amounted to about 20 lakhs. How would this suffice to make up the deficiency 
of crores ? None had greater sympathy with the holder of small lands than the 
Revenue Member ; but he failed to see how he could accept the resolution.

Sir Fazli Hussain had not concluded his speech, when the Council adjourned,
till the 23nl F E B R U A R Y  when after an animated debate in which the official 
members contributed some illuminating speeches, the resolution was put to the 
vote and declared carried.

Sir Fazli Hussain, Revenue Member, challenged the division which resulted 
in the rejection of the resolution, 20 voting for and 34 against it.

Sir Geoffrey dc Montmorency, Finance Member, pointed out the fallacies, 
dangers and evil effects of the resolution and added that the mover, instead of 
promoting the welfare of the poor zamindars and creating a paradise for them, 
was leading them to Fools’ Paradise and digging the grave for them.

Mr. Emerson, Chief Secretary said that if a large number of zamindars ceased 
to pay land revenue they would be deprived of their right to vote. The mover, 
by his resolution, was retarding the political progress of the country. Moreover, 
the adoption of the resolution would mean economic and fiscal revolution.

The Council then adjourned till the 25th when the Provincial Budget was 
presented.

B u d g e t  P r esen ted

On the 25th F E B R U A R Y  Sir George T)e Montmorency, Finance Member, 
presented the budget estimates of the Punjab for the year 1928-29.

The total revenue expenditure which stood at 10.09 lakhs in 1921-22, stated 
the Finance Member, had increased by a crore, while there had been marked 
decreases under direct demands, miscellaneous and contributions, resulting in the 
re-adjustments of expenditure, by which expenditure in the case of beneficent 
departments had increased by 150 lakhs.

llie Finance Member then reviewed the, more salient features of his proposals 
tor new expenditure now presented to the Council, and said that there was provision 
tor the further development of the criminal tribes department s work, and a 
cheme for the re-organisation of the police as a result of the recommendations o.
6., Police Committee. ., , . ~ ,Referring to the provision for education, the Finance Member said toi the lust- 
" e ,111 Ac budget, while liberally providing for maintenance and expansion in 

(' ' kiwk'vard areas, definite provision was also separately made undei the head 
, ̂ pulsion for 450 teachers and for conversion of 400 primary into lower middle 

nfTv8’Flnd 9f 40 lower middle schools into upper middle schools. As a result 
this financial provision, education could now not only spread, but also at the 

same tune intensify. Under the head Medical, new expenditure was provided 
l»imDCi 1̂,0'Pne‘aPsation of a number of Tahsil hospitals, and improvement in 

-.Pitul buildings and equipment. A provincial school tor training lady sub- 
sistant surgeons was to be established. Yearly '<0 new rural dispensaries were to he started.
Under agriculture, provision had been made for progress with the five-year 

'ogranime for research into important crops and crop diseases and for the 
Development of seed farms. Under industries the main features were a considered
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6cheme for improving the equipment of industrial schools, and a project for estab- 
Iistnng a modern efficient sugar mill factory in South-east Punjab.
• ernn£ to the capital account, the Finance Member said that they proposed to 
hn/-ir™fX?erli!1̂Ure *'be ^̂ ent °f 183 lakhs or 23 lakhs less than in the revised 
urnif̂ t'inn tuPr<TSTi.I?,; T?’e;lr‘ were considering the Sutlej Valley IrrigationLrk tbe Hydro-Electric scheme. During the current year the head

i er°zePore had been opened, and capital expenditure on it in the future 
with tlm fc5nah. . By the end of the year, it was hoped that all the main canals, 
branches woufd beieady. 116 PaD]nad cana1’ wouId be completed and many of the
to tb,e HW Hydro-Electric project, the sanctioned estin.ate amounted
61 W k  u  , i e5 lmatci expenditure upto the end of 1927-28 would be 
01 lakhs. The budget estimate for 1927—29 was 46 lakhs.

General D iscussion of the Budget

discussion on the Budget commenced on the 29tli F E B R U A R Y , 
ins i f j  all sides of the House, while congratulating the Fiua-
the S m  S f S  bLd|?’ f ad that 11 was disappointing from the point of view of 
taxation*̂  th t h laC fal ed t0 glve re lie ft0  poor Zamindars by remission of
nnrffir pk tt m °th irim’ ^ ‘Minister, quoted figures to show that Government always 
sums itdthn Hevenuies/ r , d 0Ter-estimated expenditure. Year after year, heavy

9Q dhiVvf dlsi 0̂1s? 1 ^Hepartments remained unspent. Their assets at the end 
ment*"̂ 29’  ̂ saKi>would be 288 lakhs, and not 79 lakhs as stated in the financial state-
MJ " A ^ i : LiS,niî CalcUhti0n ?vcr-v y^r, was (he Government justified, he asked, in 
S  a . °t taxatlon ,"ould imperil the progress of the province ? Headvised the Government to be more charitable and generous and not to take advantage

°rga,)iSed were Bilently watching Z
Membere ŝo criHrî t th l Lh i u Pco?la 8'°t excised the result would be disastrous.

and slid that in lastvraA^'an nnn"* °f the Sllmmer session of the Council at Simla, ana smdthayn last year Es. 40.000 was spent for only two session in the hills.
was abolished W  ™ ], l!!°  ICC expenditure and said that if the Police Department 
S J £ t e UMbe- ^ f  country and less corruption. The

r r , r 2 L ^ l t Si ¥ n RGIT' W  8ide of the house has criticised the Budget, members of the Government and the Ministers replied to the various criticisms.
id  i ?8sain ,Ba.. the Government fully respected the wishes of the Council

o!!rt fil IL resolutions passed by the Council, action had been taken on 9 resolu- 
,‘°n® f Government had incurred very great expenditure in improving the water­logged tracts to save those areas from poverty. 1 6
ti,n^ab̂ Per0ZCtiban i -̂ P011’, Minister, gave detailed information to the House about the improvements made m the Department of Public Health and the steps taken 
bv the Government to eradicate malaria and to arrest the course of epidemics and 
the provisions made for improving rural sanitation. He said that there were no less 
than 891 dispensaries in the Punjab. The Local Self-Government Ministry had 
decided to allow town committees to have non-official presidents.

Mr. Manoharlal, Education Minister, said that the Government was in full 
?X̂ .Patby Y1. tbe .appeal of the members regarding compulsory education In 
19-6 compulsion was m force in 451 rural areas. In 1927 the figure stood at 1 mn 
He said that the rate of progress had been most gratifying, and it had been a matter 
of encouragement to him that the proposed experiment of intensifying compulsion 
had the generous approval of the members. Their rapid expansion of nrhnnrv 
education and increased application of compulsion had been the ohiot nf y 
m other provinces of India. Last year, tigh educalionaf officers f l l  
Madras and Central Provinces, visited the Punjab and everyone went Inch 
appreciating the work the Punjab was doing in the domain of ?dncnfiri 
education of the depressed classes, he had personally durino- the Gsi 
months devoted considerable attention to the quesUon,̂  and*the fictor ofP hll° Instruction had. examined everv device bv mp'ina 1 • f  ̂ die
education among the c ^ se d  clJsscs y ^  °f M  they eould P^ote

Sir Geoffrey De Montmorency, Finance Member, speaking last, expressed thanks
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kp,tbl  Jfy,' U9eful suggestions made by the members. They were of enormous 
forward ,t“e.,GoverilITlent and he welcomed especially the many concrete schemes put 
in Ih i bL ,  members, which would be examined and studied with the same spirit 
L  S ™  5 Temi offere,d\ Tbe Proposals would be considered sympathetically by 

Thc, ."’h,olP finaneial P^ion, said the Finance Member,
wh oh would h/ t0 nthe £ lmon- Pommlssion- Another important matterdavelonmonf SLv d beforu ‘I10- Commission was that while money was spent on
the GoCrnL 1 i?m-e brlck solldf ?ash to the Local Government, but went to me Arovcrnmeut oE India in the shape of income-tax and railway receipts.
euisMnJlh? —  .Basi| Blackett’s statement in the Legislative Assembly extin.
Honsn g„i i? nnC1; 11 C0ntnbutl01ls for all time, the Finance Member said that the 
Dosition of i ! r'lke *° eXPre|ST ?rat]tude Sir, Basil for bringing the financial state of £ *i •? Government of India from a difficult and unstable position to such a 
D1T) • • 1 re£ar<Js ^  method3 in which the recurring remission of
Dosfiion Io,?id“t lbutl0n • '7ould be employed by them, Sir Geoffrey said the whole 
?otpd to d be K°-ne lnto agam> an<i no portion of that remission would be de- 
tunS‘v of X  ,rf " rnnJ  0r non-recurring purpose till the Council had an oppor­tunity of discussing the question. 1 *
th a ?«o ng the members’ criticism of the Simla session, the Finance Member said 

?ot, aGach sPe.clal importance to holding sessions in Simla. 
m he^ondlnoun hV‘Sn n b°Td u SeŜlon I? Si!n,a> they would consider the matter. 
hiltt“ mi^,dbebea rail s a y h ^  “  May bet° r0 the GOTemment moved to the 

The Budget discussion then concluded and the House adjourned.
V o t in g  o n  B u d g e t  D e m a n d s .

At f̂he"o.,ToP°iJf|nwenr 3 demands for grants commenced on the 2nd M ARCH.At the outset bir Fazli Hussain, Revenue Member, moved for the grant of the demand under the head “Land Revenue.” S 6
nf -°i nine .amendments for reduction of the grant were given bv a number
°f PPd-official members, but only three amendments were disposed of on this day. 
flln , 0 firSi  anie“dmc'>f moved by Mr. Mahomed Hussain for a cut of Re. l'from 
ihpdemanil ,fofr Bs. 230 being the proposed increase in the pay of Tahsildars, raised
and'M? 7  Mnhonwnt s a w  fe|r Fazh 1Iussain. Pandit Nanakchand, Mr. Sewakram ana Mr. Mahomed Sadiq took a prominent part. The President had to call several 
members to order, and had to ask the mover to stop.
ovefffthe" mov%dî ithti011 °f- C°P,icS f?f a Pamphlet alleged to have been handed 
President sai? that if V h m? °n >y Secretary, Tahsildars’ Association, the W  pilil that‘f 011 enquiry he found that it has been distributed bv a mem­
ber of the House, he was afraid he might have to take action against h'im It was
permission"̂ tho* Chair Ĥ rnled “ ft fP-?pe?  ? , the V°UUcil Gharaber without the permission or tne Ohan. Ho ruled that it should not be referred to at -ill in tUob”  “id» “» M U S
ciation, and that he was authorised to inform the Government that the Tasildars
dldOn tthisIRi^l'1‘i?rew6 pr?P°s®d b7 the. Government in their pay.
President sd tw if &?“ «? ,of tbc\ House, drawing the attention of thepresident, said that if that was the wish of the House, he was readv to accent the
poimedraout that thfn̂ n nffiP- ,fUrtheK bmrement in the pay of the Vhsildare. He pointed out that the non-offieial members had no right to put larger demands before 
the House for sanction than what the Government put before themItwas ur,to 
the House to reduce the demand but not to increase it 1

sain hno°ntofficiaAml'liStrnatiVe ?°iDt £-as also ''wolved in it, said Sir Fazli Hus-
were going to make ScTm̂ ndations ?o°Û vernm^tmfttas°f S Sa s  i s i S ? oa would find hard to s  - th

' e<w\
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Sir Fazli Hussain replying said that he never meant any threat to any member.

The amendment was eventually withdrawn and the House adjourned.
On the 3rd M A R C H  five more amendments were moved urging cuts in the 

demand for land revenue, four of which were withdrawn after the Government 
members had given full information on the points raised by the debate, and one 
was ruled by the President as out of order.

The amendments that were withdrawn wanted to discuss the colonisation policy 
of the Government, the pay of Patwaris and the Government policy in connection 
with sales by auction of Government waste land.

Q u e st io n  ok In t r o d u c in g  P e r m a n e n t  S e t t l e m e n t

Chaudhuri Afzal Haq’s amendment for a reduction of the total grant by Re. 1 
tc urge for permanent settlement in the Punjab, was ruled out of order by the 
President on the ground that so long as the Punjab Land Alienation Act was m 
force the Government had no power to introduce permanent settlement. The right 
course, he said, was to take steps to have the Act amended to that effect, and not 
to criticise the Government for what it could not possibly do under the law in force.
So long as the Punjab Land Revenue Act was on the statute book, the duty of 
the Government was to administer the Revenue Department in accordance with that 
Act ; and if it failed to do so its acts were open to criticism for its failure. The 
motion as it stood went beyond the Act and was therefore out of order. It was 
open to the mover to bring a Bill with the previous sanction of the Governor- 
General or to move a resolution asking the Government to make necessary mo­
difications of the law.

T h e  E x c is e  D e m a n d .

Sardar Jogendra Singh, Minister for Agriculture, nest moved demand No, 2, 
requesting a grant of Rs. 14,42,500 under “Excise.”

Notices of three amendments had been given by Chaudhuri Afzal Haq for a 
reduction of the total grant by Re. 1 to urge on the Government the necessity of 
pursuing a policy of partial or total prohibition. Before the member could move the 
amendments, the President ruled that all amendments were in his opinion out of 
order. He said that until the present Excise Act was amended, the Council could not 
discuss the policy of total prohibition, as the policy could be charged only by changing 
the law.

The total demand under “Excise” was then opposed by Mr. Afzal Haq who 
criticised the excise policy of the Government, and asked the Minister to amend the 
present law, and bring about prohibition as quickly as possible.

A number of non-olficial members supported the demand, and pointed out that 
the prohibition would increase illicit consumption of liquor and that temperance 
reform should begin at home, and that the local Opium Act should be more vigoro­
usly put into operation by the Municipalities. The Council then adjourned.

M o t io n  F o r  c u t  in  F o r e s t  G r a n t

On the 6th M ARCH, the sitting of the Council was more or less dull not only 
because most of the amendments were ruled out of order by the President, but also 
because many members who had given notice of amendments were not in their 
seats when the time came for moving those motions.

The demand under Stamps was earned without a discussion, and so were dem­
ands under Forest (Capital), Registration, Irrigation and Debt services.

Chaudhuri Ram Singlrs amendment for a reduction of the total grant by Re. ] 
in the demand under Forests raised a discussion on the general policy of the Gov­
ernment in regard to administration of forests.

Several non-official members, supporting the amendment, criticised the forest nnliev 
and asked the Government to abolish the cattle tax. " ‘ ’

The Revenue Member assured the House that the Government was administering 
the Forest Department in the interest of the people of the province, and that the 
cattle-tax was not meant to fill the coffers of the Government.

The amendment being pressed by the mover was put to the House and declared 
lost by the President.

A division was then challenged. The President declined to divide the House,
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pointing out that the obiect of the motion was to discuss the general policy of the 
Forest Administration, and that the purpose being served there was no necessity 
for putting the motion to vote.

The demand was then put to vote and carried.
Chaudhuri Chotnram, who moved an amendment for reduction of the total grant 

by Re, 1 (one) in the demand under Irrigation (Capital), drew the attention of the 
Government to the absence of any budget provision for undertaking the execution of 
the Bhakra Dam scheme and requested that the scheme bo put into operation without 
delay.

Sir Fazli Hussain assured the mover and the House that both the Governor and 
himself were anxious to complete the scheme, and that they were approaching the 
Government of India for sanction. The mover withdrew the motion, and the demand 
was carried.

General Administration D emand.
The demand under General Administration (Reserved) was under discussion, when 

tho Council adjourned.
The lirst amendment̂  under this demand moved by Chaudhuri Choturam for Re.

I cut to urge the abolition of Divisional Commissioners was ruled out of order by 
the President. The second amendment moved by Pandit Nanakchand for a cut of 
Rs. 100 from the item—Commissioners—to urge upon the Government the .necessity 
of abolishing the establishment of Divisional Commissioners was allowed by the 
President after a lengthy debate in which Mr. Manoharlal, Education Minister, gave 
a lucid exposition of tho rules prevailing in Parliament.

On the 7th M A R C H  Government sustained the first defeat of the session 
when Mr. Afzal Haq’s motion for a token cut in the demand under General Ad­
ministration (Reserved), urging separation of the Judiciary from tho Executive, was 
carried despite strong Government opposition.

The mover made a lengthy speech, pointing out that people could not expect 
justice so long as the Judiciary and the Executive were not iscparated, and referred 
to several cases where the High Court had passed severe strictures on magistrates 
for not _ taking an unbiassed judicial view and consulting the Police prosecuting 
agency in deciding cases. Non-officials from every side of the House supported the 
motion.

Sir Geoffrey De Montmorency, Finance Member, explaining why no action was 
taken on the recommendat ion of the Committee appointed in 1921, sa’id that there was 
financial stringency at that time. Later, there was an extraordinary wave of crime 
in the province. The Government did not consider it advisable to weaken the power 
o f the Executive, though it considered the separation of functions as an obviously 
right, principle. They had to face facts and not to take comfort with high sounding 
theories. Ihe Government was primarily responsible for law and order. If crime 
was a negligible factor in the Punjab, _ they could experiment with theories, but 
that was not the case. The Police administration report showed no decrease in crime.

Sir Geoffrey then referred to the wave of communal disturbances in the Punjab 
B'uce the Multan riots of 1922, ending with the Lahore riot last May, which was 
still fresh in memory. He thought that only the action of the District Magistrates 
and the co-operation of officials and non-officials cheeked outbreaks, and kept the 
situation under control after the riots. At present it was difficult for the Govern­
ment to accept the theory of separation of functions.

A non-official member, speaking next, said that tho Government should not take 
advantage of communal disturbances. This was the one argument Government was 
advancing whenever popular demands were put forward, and that was the reason 
why they did not want the Simon Commission. The Commission would give the 
same reply as the Finance Member had given to-day.

Sardar Bakhtawar Singh said that it was better if the Punjab were put under 
martial law than that they should have courts where people could not get justice. 
division™ 0” 0*3 WaS t0 vote auĉ carr*cd, the Government not challenging a

The next amendment moved by Mr. Afzal Haci for a token cut urging the 
Government to grve Government advertisements to all newspapers having a circula­
tion ot one thousand or more, was lost, the majority who opposed it characterising

I
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tjle Punjab Vernacular Press as most irresponsible and as fomenting communal ill-will.

Before the Council adjourned, the President referred to Lord Sinha’s death, 
and said that the loss was a loss to the whole of India. He was sure Lord Siuha’s 
death would be universally mourned.

On the 8th M ARCH  the demand under General Administration (reserved) was 
earned m the Council with only a cut of Be. 1 . effected yesterday.

Of the two amendments moved on this day one was withdrawn after the mover 
protested against the meagre representation of Zamindars particularly in South East 
rurnnh among Extra Assistant Commissioners and Tahsildars.

Tie other cut, which was lost, urged the Government to give more facilities for keeping arms.
h ive amendments were ruled out, and the total grant though opposed by a sect’on of the House, was carried. J
The next demand under General Administration (transferred) was carried without any discussion.

D e m a n d  U n d e r  J u stice

When the demand under “Justice” was moved, Mr. Mahomed Saddique urged 
a token cut to discuss the system of recruitment of Sub-Judges by the High Oourt.
Jle asked the Government to recruit them from the members of the Bar and from 
ditterent communities on the basis of population for a number of years, and to 
give a tair proportion in the service to all the communities. Discussion on the 
amendment had not concluded, when the House adjourned.

On the 9th M ARCH  full four hours were devoted for discussing two 
amendments urging token cuts in the demand “Administration of Justice” to request 

.it0 not.e tbat 'vhile recruiting Sub-Judges the proportion of the 
! °V he varl0U? communities should bo fixed in order to avoid excessive 

" tatl7  of one particular class in the Judicial service and that Zamindar
Government r a o E  of l -Iff ^  “  CXUeSS °f pr0portion f,xed by the Pluliab
AfrThVar!Jw te i t0oki a , live,ly turP during the latter part of the day. Aanakchand spoke strongly against those who encouraged communalism in
BDreadinrCennrtan(iu,Vlrfed of the danger of the communal poison
reo esenfatinpd for I deAnite declaration of policy regarding communalmEn Tb?y were> he„ said, on the eve of examination by the Simon Corn-
give a clear reply ^  fit °r U"fit f°r self-g°'’ernment, aiid the House must
IwiqU 1 Montmorency, Finance Member, observed that the communal
âs's ,on,ce adopted could not be applied to one service alone. The question would 

''hy it should not be extended to all the other services under the Local 
government. In view of the importance of the subject he gave the history of the 
origin ana growth of representation in the services since the days of the Company 
rule. When the East India Company came to India, said the Finance Member 
they round monopoly of services. Ministerial appointments lay in the hands of a 
certain class and they considered it unfair. That led to the well-known statement 
or policy made by the Governor-General in 1833 before the assumption of tho 
Government by the Crown that there should be no governing class whatever in 
British India. Other tests of qualifications should bo adopted in the public services 
lhe same thread was taken up in the Queen’s declaration and later bv the Public 
berviees Commission of 1911. After a few years in the Central legislature a nrivite 
member brought a motion, which was accepted by the Government as a correct 
statement of the case, that one community or class should not over-weigh the scale 
in the matter of the services, but that as far as possible, the claims of nil the 
communities should be considered. Tins question was taken up by the Punhb
claTw^nUu8r|Ufi°n ? ! 1919’ "'hich thcy fT d that at that time the Zamindar 
came 7n !n ĥe P1™?®8- pay,1’S a larKe Part of the taxes. Later theyS  rlT ma "  conclusions. Efficiency was the first consecration. It was decided
The mionHon t° th-° .8frviCcS shoil d be 80 ™ade as ™t to exclude any one class, 
re Lade It tricda/ lg.ldi conl?’una! proportion opined the Finance Member, was retrogacie. It tried to destroy the original declaration of 1833, because the Govern-
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ment was a government for all and not for one class. The cut motion was even­
tually withdrawn. Another cut was negatived by a majority of one vote.

The whole demand under “Justice”, when put to vote was opposed, and declared 
lost. On a division being challenged by the Government, the demand was carried 
by 36 to 27 votes. The Council then adjourned.

P r e s id e n t  W it h d r a w s  P r e v io u s  R u l in g

At the commencement of the sitting, the President announced that he 
found on going through the debates of the Punjab Council during the past seven 
years, that while, discussing demands for grants, the Council had discussed matters 
involving legislation in a number of cases. Though his ruling, that during the 
budget session while demands for grants were under discussion the matters involving 
legislation could not be discussed, was constitutionally quite sound and in accord 
with Parliamentary practice, in view of the fact that a convention and practice had 
already been established on the point, he did not propose to follow it in future.

T r e a t m e n t  o f  P o l it ic a l  P r is o n e r s

On the 12th M AR C H  the Government sustained a second defeat when a 
token cut moved by Mr. Afzal Haq, demanding better treatment of political 
prisoners, in the demand under “Jails and Convict Settlements” was carried, the 
Government not challenging a division. More than half a dozen members, who had 
jail experience, spoke on the motion, relating the harsh treatment meted out to 
political prisoners and the humiliations they had suffered for political offences not 
involving moral turpitude.

Other non-officials supported the motion and asked the Government not to treat 
them worse than European prisoners and convicts.

Sir Geoffrey Do Montmorency, the Finance Member, replying on behalf of the 
Government, informed the House about the recent rules regarding special class 
prisoners, and regretted that there had been cases where these rules were not follo­
wed Where special class prisoners did not receive the treatment they should have 
received under the rules, this fault, he said, could be removed by official inspection 
or by non-official visitors. He assured the House that if non-official visitors brought 
to his notice any case in which special class prisoners were not treated according 
to the rules, he would give that case his immediate attention. He added that he 
should be only too happy to see the day when there would be no so-called political 
prisoners. He was glad that there were in the Punjab only very few of them at 
the present moment. He hoped that the House would not think that the Govern­
ment was unsympathetically inclined or had any bias against these prisoners. The 
desire of the Government was that they should be fairly treated, and he would 
exert all the efforts in his power to see that they received humane treatment, 
which the rules entitled them to receive.

Other cuts were withdrawn, snd the total demand minus one rupee was put, and 
carried.

The P olice D emand.
The Finance Member then moved the demand under “Police.”
Mr. Ferozuddin Khan moved an amendment for the reduction of Re. 1 in respect 

of the item of Rs. 62,23,310, being the total pay of the establishment and t > raise 
a discussion on the lack of efficiency in the Police. The discussion on the 
smendment was not concluded when the Council adjourned.

On the 13th M A R C H  voting on Government demands for grants concluded 
after the House had voted the police demand. At the end of a lengthy 
debate in which lack of efficiency in the police was criticised by noh-officials 
from every side of the House and references were made to the alleged high­
handedness of the police in Lahore in dispersing the crowd of demonstrators on 
the day of the Simon Commission’s arrival in the city, guillotine was applied 
at 5 p.m. by the President and the remaining demands were put and carried.

During the debate on the cut proposed by liana Ferozuddin in the demand 
under Police, reference was made by several' non-official members to the police 
interference while the boycotters were demonstrating on the dav of the Simon 
Commission’s arrival in Lahore and to the excesses committed outside the Lohari
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Gate the same evening, when some prominent Congress and Khilafat leaders were 
belaboured with lathis and one Congress worker was thrown into a dirty drain 
and also beaten. , „Mr. Emerson, Chief Secretary, replied on behalf of the Government, ror 
many weeks past, said the Chief Secretary, the police in Lahore were having _ an 
extremely trying and arduous time. Almost every night there was a meeting. 
There had been no prohibitory order whatsoever issued by the Government. 
Although from the reports he laid seen daily there had not been a single nieet- 
ing at which one or more speakers had not made speeches which rendered them 
liable for prosecution under the Criminal Law, the Government deliberately 
refrained from prosecution, because they did not wish to prevent those who 
opposed the Simon Commission from giving expression to their opinions. The 
greatest possible latitude had been given. On Friday last a large meeting was 
Field outside the city, and it was decided to hold another meeting inside the city 
the next day and take a procession largely composed of people summoned from 
outside Lahore. There was again no proclamation by the "District Magistrate 
or anybody else, that such a procession would be forbidden nor was the proces­
sion actually forbidden. It was doubtful whether the procession could safely be 
taken through the city having regard to the feelings of nil the communities, 
the majority of shopkeepers were against such a demonstration ; and eventually 
it was considered safe to take the procession through the city under police 
protection. The police protected the boyeotters from the shopkeepers who might 
otherwise have come into collision. (Raizada ITansraj: Thank you.) Again, in 
pursuance of the policy of giving those opposed to the Statutory G'ommission an 
opportunity of registering their personal protest, every facility was given to the 
demonstrators gathered at the Railway Station on Saturday. Under very great 
provocation, the police showed wonderful patience.

Referring to the allegations of the vernacular press, that the Deputy Com­
missioner gave an assurance to certain members of the crowd outside the 
railway station, that the Simon Commission would pass that way, and at the last 
minute by a ruse the Commission was taken another way, the Chief Secretary 
said the Deputy Commissioner and other police officers assured the demonstrators 
that if they obeyed orders and spread themselves in an orderly fashion along 
the Empress Road, the members of the Simon Commission would pass that way, 
and that they would have an opportunity of demonstrating their disapproval. _ But 
in defiance of the orders of the police a small band insisted on staying inside 
the Btation yard, and they were prevented from making a demonstration. Had 
they acted according to the promise of the Deputy Commissioner and other 
police officers, they would have been given, as the rest of the demonstrators were 
given, every opportunity for recording their protest. He knew the desire of 
most of the members of the House, that the Government should avoid repressive 
measures as far as possible, and thought that every reasonable member of the House 
would agree that the Government in following that policy carried toleration and 
forbearance to the utmost limit. Every credit was due to the police for loyally 
carrying out the policy of the Government under great provocation and in trying 
circumstances keeping their temper and avoiding breach of-the peace.

The Finance Memoer replying to the debate referred to the incident on _ Saturday 
near Mr. Lachmandas’s house, and said he had not yet seen the official report 
on the subject, and reserved judgment until he had seen that report. He assured 
the House that he would make enquiries regarding the incidents outside the 
Lohari Gate.

The eut was lost, and the total demand for police was voted.
^  The R eforms E nquiry

On the 14th M A R C H  there was tense excitement in the Council when it 
reassembled to transact official business. The visitors’ gallery waB crowded by 
European ladies and attendance in the House was almost full.

The unusual interest was due to the motion on the agenda paper by a member 
of the Government that the Council do proceed to elect a committee of 7 repre­
sentatives to take part in the joint conference with the Indian Statutory 
Commission. Sir John Simon-' and the Commissioners w ho were expected to be 
present ns visitors did not come.

The President read out the notice of an adjournment motion which was
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given by Mr. Mahomed Sadiq to discuss the alleged objectionable treatment meted 
out to an honourable member of the House by the Deputy Commissioner, 
Jullunder. He announced that the adjournment" motion would be taken up 
after interpellations.

When Sir Fazli Hussain rose to move the election of a committee by the 
Punjab Council to take part in the Joint Conference with the Statutory Commis­
sion, Sardar Labh Singh rose to a point of order, saying that according to the 
Standing Orders, seven days’ notice was required for a motion, whereas notice 
of this motion was given to the members of the House only the previous day at 
4 p.m. He knew that the President had discretionary power to" allow a motion even 
without notice or with short notice; but considering the controversial nature 
of the motion and its importance, he asked the President not to allow the motion.

Sir Fazli Hussain said he thought every member of the House had ample 
occasion to study the important question long before notice of the motion was 
given to the House; and he hoped the attempt to prevent discussion of this 
important question would not be successful.

Dr. Alam said that no time was given to the-House to move amendments to the 
motion as according to Standing Orders two days’ notice was necessary. How 
could they move amendments when notice of the motion was given only the 
previous day at 4 p. m ?

The President said that the point had been considered by him before and he had 
agreed to the motion being put on the agenda paper. He had instructed the 
Secretary of the Council to take notice of amendments to this motion from the 
members and if any member wanted to move an amendment he could do so till 
the motion was disposed of. But if the honourable members did not want to 
discuss the motion, he would refuse permission to the Leader of the House to 
niove the motion. The President then took the sense of the House which wa» 
in favour of discussing the motion forthwith, and he therefore allowed the discussion.

Sir F azli H ussain's R esolution
Sir Fazli Hussain then moved that the Legislative Council do proceed to elect 

a committee of seven representatives to take part in the joint conference with the 
Statutory Commission. He said he did not want to rush the motion, but was 
prepared to elect a committee even in the May session of the Council, according 
to the wishes of Raja Narendranath, Leader of the Hindu Party. His motion, if 
adopted, would not force the Council to elect a committee forthwith.

At this stage, Mr. Afzal Haq moved that the debate be adjourned. He made 
a lengthy speech in Urdu criticising the manner and haste in which the Govern­
ment were trying to elect a committee.

On the conclusion of his speech, the motion was put to vote and lost by 14 
voting for, and 55 against. The debate on Sir Fazli Hussain’s motion was then resumed.

Mr. Mahomed Sadiq (Nationalist) said the Governor could not ignore the will 
? ® nation outside the House, by offering a sop to the members. It was much
better to die with honour than to live with dishonour. The appointment of the 
Commission was an insult to India. He asked’the Government to withdraw the motion.

Mr. Bodliraj (Congress) said that there could be no greater insult to the manhood 
of India than the appointment of the all-White Commission. All the political 
parties in the country and the Legislative Assembly, and some local Legislatures 
had declared that they would have nothing to do with the Commission ; and though 
the party to which he belonged was in a minority, they would also express their 
want of confidence iu the Commission. There ivas no necessity for the Commission 
to take the trouble of coming to India, ns the report 'they ‘would submit must 
nave already been prepared.

Sir Fazli Hussain : Have you seen a copy of the report ?
Mr. Bodhrnj said bis heart told him that the report must be ready, and they 

all knew what that report would be.
Captain Sikandar Hayat Khan (National Unionist) said that refusal to co-operate 

with the Commission would be wrong, as the status of the Committee of the 
Legislature would'be the same as that of'the Commission. They should do their 
best to put their case, nud get as much out of the Commission and Parliament
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PubUcVo?ulr£ to b l f  the brunt of “h e t i ltS

t SV 1J; I E efy hel>l "'a3 ĝ en to them. He did not. see an? reason
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G o v e r n m e n t ’ s r e p l y  to  t h e  D e b a t e .

At 5-45 closure was applied to the debate.
■ ,®lr FaAli Hussain, replying to the debate, said that the question had been discussed 
m the Central Legislature, and in some local legislatures and :in the public press.
.they might all have read Sir iJohn Simon’s letter to H. E. the Viceroy. The 
reports ot the Committees of the local legislatures would be added as appendices 

reP°rt °.f the Commission. He added that the Government had no desire 
nf n Com.mlttce- ,He was simply carrying out the wishes of the Chairman
win,1tL Commission ^at the local legislatures should elect Committees to work 

en °m T sl0n Tbls Council was a reflex of various schools of thought ; and the Council could only be truly representative, if it reflected the views of 
nll̂ irl if Pf,,poo4?le- 0ne a3Pect of the debate, he said, hurt him. It was alleged that the Government as a whole were offering temptation of all sorts to
wlm I T S  11 that the views of the House were not what the member

,so bc’d- if the Opposition leader wanted to carry ithe House with him,
Onnn -f-d 1 h-aI® dubbed th® supporters of the Government as dishonest. TheOpposition consisted of three distinct parties, Congress, Khilafat and Nationalist
iduf fullest'lfljm’ty ~  t0 ^  ^  ™  Co

M o tio n  Ca r r ie d

ThoCou:nciH°henTdjommeefUt a‘ld the ° Pp03itkm uot ohaU®neinS a division.
A l l e g e d  in s u l t  t o  M . L . C.

. i i5)”*.tll<; M ABOH  a motion for adjournment regarding the alleged obieciion- 
ab>o ,tl®atment meted out by the Deputy Commissioner, Jullundur, to Chaudhuri 
Abdul Rahman, member of the Punjab Council, was taken up. Speeches were 
tofn%heemaotioSg enqUlry by the Government into the alle|ition ?efeTrS

Dr. Mahomed Alum remarked that it was adding insult to inquiry The 
Government should issue instructions making such things impossible in future 
„f  ii!I ,Cieo1 r°y D,e Montmorency, speaking for the Government, said that the dignity of the members of the House was as dear to the Government as to any others 
in the House. On that account, the Government had not taken exception to thega t. otthTSdJS1 *" offic“ 01 G”“  w
Member" an̂ his cnl? Deputy Commissioner had stated that the action of the IloffSe Blembei and his colleagues was objectionable, and had stated that he hnH 
û edany objectionable word except some ’plain speakingas the held of the
■c T dU(]u ? :ulab Chand, having listened carefully to the debate contended tw  if the allegations were true, serious notice should be taken. He aaived that th l  matter should not be dropped, and urged an inquiry. ° “ that the
T- Cr w huT Zafarullah , Khan suggested that the matter should not be dropped 

C°l'ncd had before it two statements, one against the other. PP ‘
.nlnik™ !!!! in tb?t 'V; Vas ready at ad time t0 receive members of the Council and others, and there should be no mis-apprehension.

A .e mot,1Pn )Tas IJUt t0 rote, and declared carried. After this supplemental grants regarding different departments were voted. 1 supplementary
referred °f F-00-d (Amendment) Bill was introduced, andaHirnir,, J  fui Committee, consisting of eleven members. The House then
was adjournal tS *  a i t  day’ the 16th March’ when after a short the Coimcil



Tine Assam Legislative Council
The Assam Legislative Council commenced its Budget session at Shillong on the 

28th M ARC H  1928. His Excellency the Governor addressing the Council said:
Mr. President, and Gentlemen, ,
I have come to adress you to-day beeause_ the list of the agenda toi _me 

ensuing session includes several matters of primary importance to the province 
and about some of them I wish to state the attitude of tho Assam Government 
so that there may be no misunderstanding.

The Simon Committee

You will be asked to elect a committee consisting of seven members of your 
Council to assist the Statutory Commission so far as this province is concerned.
His Excellency the Viceroy and Sir John Simon, Chairman of the Commission 
have already clearly stated why they wish such committees to bo appointed and 
what their functions will be. You* have also doubtless read in the papers the 
arguments for and against any such co-operation with the Commission, inwe 
is no need for me to repeat all these details now. I can only tell you that the 
people in England, with whom in the last resort must rest under the existing 
conditions India’s future, regard the attempted boycott of the Commission as essential­
ly a symptom of irresponsibility. Why I ask you to elect a committee is that 
I believe in the interests of the province and its future developments. It would 
be of real advantage not merely to the members of the Royal Commission but 
to you yourselves, that there should be a definitely arranged opportunity for the 
intimate discussion of the various problems which will come before the Commis­
sion. Some are peculiar to this province, as for example, the fact that including 
the State of Manipur an area of roughly two thirds of the province as at present 
constituted, is either held by the Native States or is a frontier tract or is popu­
lated by the hill tribes who at present are under a special form of administration.

Another special problem is the retention or transfer of Sylhet and the possible 
further developments that might follow the return of that district to Bengal. 
Should Cachar or a part thereof follow what would be the fate of Goalpara.

I saw it stated in some papers to my surprise, since I had never received a 
letter about it or written a word upon the subject to the Government of India, 
that there was a proposal to constitute a North East Frontier Province. Now 
though the Assam Government has never suggested or contemplated or been 
a6ked to consider any such arrangement, it is "of course _ possible that in the 
evidence to be placed before the Commission this suggestion might lie made. A 
committee of the kind proposed would certainly facilitate the discussion of any 
such proposal if put forward. .

A third special feature of the province is that it is, as compared with the 
neighbouring provinces of Bengal and Bihar, undeveloped. Assam to-day and for 
some years to come must attract immigrants as she was in the past. It may be, 
therefore, that in the discussions of our future constitution some may wish* to 
have special provisions for the future of these immigrants as for example by 
allowing the creation of more constituencies when waste lands come under _ plough 
and villages replace jungle. Others may be equally anxious to see'that the interests 
of the present population of Assam are safeguarded. There is also the question 
of expenditure on the Frontier and the maintenance of that fine corps, the 
Assam Rifles.

Problems of A ssam

These are all the problems special to Assam. Others we share with the other
Erovinccs such as the representation of minorities, a separate or combined electorate, 
nancial arrangements with the Central Government, the conditions of public 

services and appointment of ministers or members and tlie like.

n i  , <sl
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Surely a committee, representative as far as may be of the various places 
and interests in this province, can give the Royal Commission useful advice on 
the evidence placed before them. Surely this is an opportunity which should 
not be missed. Even if there is, as there well may be a difference of opinion 
as between the different members of the committee elected by this Council, a 
discussion with the Commission should clarify the issues, give them a useful 
means of testing the evidence offered and possibly point the way to the reconcilia­
tion of divergent interests or at least to the best * compromise that, the situation 
affords.

Sir John Simon and his colleagues will, as experts, be examining a system of 
Government introduced from the United Kingdom. They will wish to find out 
how far it has adapted itself to the Indian requirements, what further steps cau 
safely bo taken, whether any safeguards may be necessary against racial, communal 
or predatory legislation, or any precautions to ensure financial stability. They
will welcomo a free discussion with the seven members of this Council who as 
local_ experts, cau tell them how in their opinion the various proposals will work 
out in practice, whether and if so, why any of the evidence is in their opinion 
unreliable or whether any of the theories advanced are impracticable under the 
present conditions in Assam.

What is wanted now is a recognition and frank discussion of facts rather than 
the propounding of theories.̂  It is difficult to see what practical purpose can 
be served_ now by an exhibition of discontent with the present form of Government 
or by voicing utterly impracticable demands such as total independence. We do 
not want to waste time discussing what might have been but to recognise what 
has been. It is very easy to creat a glut of ideology but it could only serve as 
a smoke screen to obscure the real difficulties to be faced. I said just now that we 
have our own special problems. Yet, it is true, that Assam in miniature reflects 
very much British India as a whole.

Just over 100 years ago—and a century is not a long time in the history of 
a nation—much against their _ will the British Government in Calcutta decided, to 
undertake the Government of this province. Let me quote you an extract from 
Sir Alexander Mackenzie’s book “The North East Frontier of Bengal” . “Nothing 
could have been more wretched than the state of Assam when the Valiev was 
first occupied by our troops. Thirty thousand Assamese had been carried off ai 
slaves by the Burmese. Many thousands had lost their lives and large tracts of 
country had been laid desolate by wars, famines and pestilences which for nearly 
half a century had afflicted the province. The remnant of the people had almost 
Bv®'? llP cultivation supporting themselves chiefly on jungle roots and plants. 
Aobility ana priestly families had to return to Goalpara or other refuges in 
British territory, often after losing all their property and with them had gone 
crowds of dependents, glad to escape from the miseries of their native land. We 
found the Assam \ alley surrounded north, east, and south by numerous savage 
and warlike tribes whom the decaying authority of the Assam ‘ dynasty had failed 
of late years to control and whom the disturbed condition of the province had 
incited to encroachment.”

(Such was Assam as we found it and as a result of peaceful development 
under British Rule in 1921, the population totalled close of eight millions. To­
day I am told it may be approaching ten millions whose future happiness will depend 
to no small degree on the outcome of the report of the Statutory Commission. A 
benevolent despotism replaced the chaos and it has been replaced in turn by 
modified form of democracy which is now to undergo examination. It lies with 
you, gentlemen, to decide whether recognising the facts of the past and the 
actual condition of the present as they are to-day not as you would like them 
t°. ue you will give such assistance as may be in your power to the Royal Com­
mission in the hope that the next century may witness even a greater ‘ peaceful 
development uuder the form of Government which will differ almost as markedly 
from its predecessor of 1826 as that the Government did form various rulers 
^Aom* e?.replaced. Here in Assam, we know as a fact that if to-morrow the 
claim tor National Independence was granted and the British cleared out of Assam 
and took no further part in her administration or in guaranteeing her security 
under tne British flag, the province would speedily revert to conditions of a centurv 
ago and instead of our sitting here to discuss whether we' should continue to ebaree 

fees litigation, there would be only one form of taxation in the province 
and that a.poll tax collected by a head-hunter. I suggest to you that eonceri^
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h«nSu°.Urfi,t0 iniProv®, the existing constitution is likely to be of greater practical 
benefit to the province than a renunciation of the existing form of G o v e ra S  or
r X r t l t ^ T ^ rf , VJhe“ 1 last addre^ d you I was n“ "  the piovmee. omce then I have tried to see as much of it as I could and hnvp

visited all the districts _ except three, all subdivisions except four Everywhere 
I haveibeen received with great kindness and courtesy. Everywhere requests3 were
Scat t redsS1ventffl̂ hemf r ^  Produeed ^ ^  discussT and the
Saced before vn i l ^ ' t i J  i -the ^u<!get a?d ln the two resolutions which will be 

as the fundspermitm attcmPt «  made to meet some of the requirements so far

b u / l % l d d S <to!^ P̂ icipato fhe spcedl °r fhe Hon’blc Finance Member out i vouicMike to lefei to one or two matters. First then as regards the nninm
P F e  seen it. stated in fact, I have also been lold g?ha? the Assam 

thaT w f  ayre11\X ctS ,tnitoyfnff to ^courage the consumption of opium and 
No o c the rev.ouue. Gentlemen, such is not the case,
has done and is ioino- $  Assam without recognising the harm that opium none ana is doing. Ihe Government arc as anxious, as you are to ston it 
but enquiries I made convinced me that contraband opium finds its wiiv Pinto’
Government Tre^uries^witlmffnn •aDC* that \ mere A c t i o n  of issues from reLlfc^ the trafsfe^f^without an increase in the preventive staff would simply

d s  “  v ?  — « h S

lUV%V?\rVkP  f  A S ?  » Fs^TZ^to

GO odd miles away as he woidd ttv^to^o pSUbKdw810Tnu0f nort!l LakhimPur

especially in the east and north. ‘ <p t0 ad Also we need more railways 

'he improvement of ̂ VlTims^f'commun^catlon^and^1̂  0,/ e for Ioan to facilitateRailway against the oss i f  thL 9“  a?,d auo,ther to guarantee the E. B.
the Tezpur Balipara Railway f We honethlfthfo r„allwâ  from langla to join up with 
course up to North Lakliimrmr oSj l .ati 1 ■ s ê °usi°u will be continued in due 
does not pay its way the" further erten" -6 bebeve, that even if at first this extension 
very badlv served in tP0e»r„ltf CIf extension would bo development of an area now

p ^ ^ n ^ n t c d Tis  i a - ! L ^  «*?

being sfrestricted1 by^h^deSrfof °th^aLegisIadveyCo'unciiral]VI1̂ aS,8hq the urban aieas demand improved water suddIv Rnnipwimvo  ̂ ’ "^canwhilo 
exist as at Garh.fi, Jorhat and Syilier other^lIke works already
feunamgan], wish to stari water works I have not hatin’ (-l0laghat, iDibrugarh, 
not fully justified by needs of locality. But unhappily ‘we^ave^nof 'Ihich is 

recurring charges which scheme for regular iniprovement  ̂o f  nrhfn fu l\ds t0 m,cefc 
would entail Each municipal board wants not incf h h t n S f l  3UPphes
V e also need an expert staff to prepare schemes w y oan , • aIso £rant 111 aid. 
consent to an increase* in t h e S t ^ S s t n C o n e lU 'f  hTs^n thcrefore’ toa » s s  r v »» S~*Ss

|1| <SL



(ffWr ' '  ̂ c  ■
X^;28 m a r ! ’28] THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOE 1928-29 3 4 ^

that a fair portion thereof will be devoted to the improvement of water supply not 
only in rural but in urban areas.

As regards the milk supply, will you pardon my saying that the Assamese cattle 
iu the matter of lactation are worst i have come across in India. There is in many 
places a dearth of milk in the districts, even where large grazing grounds exist. In 
some of the hospital only milk for patients comes from tins. Children rarely taste 
it. We hope in due course to receive the recommendations of the Royal Agricultural 
Commission on this matter but meanwhile we have started a small dairy farm with 
good breed of cattle at Khanapara and I am told that in Gauhati a Co-operative 
Dairy Society has been formed. I hope many others in due course will follow and I 
can assure you that the Government will do all they can to assist. What we chiefly 
need at present is expert advice as regards breeding and feeding. Given thus, we 
can work out schemes and come to you in the hope that you will supply the 
necessary funds. This leads me to mention the vexed question of grazing reserves. 
There are those who think that free grazing and an extension of the already large 
reserves would solve problem. I have in my tours visited some of those reserves 
and my enquiries lead mo to believe that the findings of the committee over which 
Mr. Bentinck presided are correct. We collect fees on a scale much lighter than that 
prevailing elsewhere, but the absence of inspecting authority results, I fear, in some 
people paying who should not pay whilst others who should escape. We arc again 
suggesting to the Legislative Council that the grazing superintendents should be 
appointed? If you do not agree to this I shall accept your decision and the whole 
question will be reconsidered. One point I would like to make quite clear. You 
cannot forego the revenue which can be obtained from these lands and you ask, 
and quite rightly, for funds for the Nation-Building Departments. But if you want 
them you cannot afford to starve the Revenue Producing Departments. Gentlemen, 
if anyone asked me what was my policy in Assam, I should say that the Provincial 
Governor is primarily concerned with the administration and that his policy neces­
sarily is that of the Government of India. But given your assistance within 
limitations of our present constitution such policy, as I can have, may be stated 
in six words, viz., less opium, more milk, better communications. The extent to which 
these hopes can be realised must largely depend on your assistance and this I 
earnestly invite.”

Bodget Statement for 1928-29

After the Governor’s address the Hon’ble Mr. A. W. Botham introducing the 
Assam Budget for 1928-29, 'said that for the year 1927-28 he estimated 
the opening" balance at Rs. 61,20,000, the total receipts at 288 lakhs 
and the ' total expenditure at 283 half lakhs. Subsequently the 
provincial contribution of 15 lakhs was remitted (about half permanently and about 
half temporarily!, while the supplementary demands for Rs. 1,41,000 were voted by 
the Council. Allowing for these modifications the budget estimate of expenditure 
was 212 lakhs in the revised estimates. The total receipts were placed at 270 lakhs 
instead of 266 lakhs and the total expenditure at 265 half lakhs instead of 269 three- 
fourth lakhs. On the whole they were better off than was expected to be by about 
24 lakhs, of which 15 lakhs represented the remission of provincial contribution,
2 half lakhs difference in opening balance, 2 lakhs_ due to improvement in revenue 
and 4 half lakhs due to savings under the expenditure.

It was expected to start 192S-29 with an opening balance of 6S lakhs. They 
placed the total receipts at 280 lakhs. The Budget provided for an expenditure of 
approximately 208 lakhs. Of this 287 half lakhs are on Revenue account and 8 half 
lakhs on capital account. Out of the total expenditure on Revenue Account the 
cost of carrying on the administration, as it stands, may be taken at 243 lakhs 
whilst 27 half lakhs more were required for completion or chntinuance of mcomplete 
works projects in hand. Thus the obligatory expenditure amounted to 
270 lakhs as against the receipts from revenue heads amounting to 27S 
jakhs. On the new projects they proposed to spend about 17 lakhs 
involving a technical deficit or an excess of expenditure charged to revenue 
Over revenue by about 9 half lakhs, but since owing to the necessity for further 
liberal distribution of loans in areas affected by floods, there was also an excess of 
expenditure on capital account over the receipts'on capital, account. The provincial 
balance would altogether be reduced by about 16 lakhs or from 88 'lakhs to about 
52 lakhs. The new recurring commitments were proposed to the extent of Rs,
,’ f j . -  ' i
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* • riGOOO on reserved side and Rs. 2,15,000 on transferred side. The total expendi­
ture proposed on the new projects during 1928-29 in addition to the revision of pav 
of Ministerial and Menial Officers came to Es. 5,28,000 on the Reserved Side and 
Ks. 9.70,000 on the Transferred side. The Finance Member concluded : 1' mal
remission of Provincial Contribution marks an important stage m the history of 
our provincial finance. We have accumulated a reasonable balance of about bait 
a crore and were relieved of the burden of contribution to the Central Government. 
We can reckon on small surplus being available each year for new schemes 
of expenditure.”

St a m p  a n d  C o u r t  F e e s  B il e s .

In sharp contrast to the dullness of yesterday when the Governor Sir Laurie 
Hammond opened the Council in a very thin house, the Swarajists and most of 
non-official Indian members having abstained, considerable liveliness marked the 
proceedings of the 29th MAUCH when the Swarajists and Nationalists attended 
in a body to oppose the passage of the Stamp and Court Fees Bills.

To-day the proceedings began amidst tense excitement as the fate of the btamp 
and the Court Fees Bills which bad formed one of the main planks of Council 
p lirics for the last 8 years was hanging in the balance. Public opinion expressed 
itself unequivocally against the measures but Government tried to carry the day 
by a flank movement by limiting the period of extension to 3 years.

An amendment to the effect was sent by Maulvi Manowar All but Babu Paresli 
Lai Shorae who had taken the lead in the matter objected to the amendment as 
bein" out of order and time barred which the President upheld. The rejection of 
the amendment settled the fate of the bills. The Hon’ble Mr. Botham the Finance 
Member moving the consideration of the Stamp Bill said that the bills did not 
operate as a serious hardship on the toiling millions. He was supported by Col. 
Smiles who opened that the rejection of the bills would only benefit the lawyers.

Congress benches.—Oh. . ,... . , ,
Babu Brajendra Narayan Choudhury opposing the bills examined the financial 

position of the province in detail and showed how the Government by over-budgeting 
and manipulation of the figures kept a large surplus in abeyance and showed a 

fdeficit which afterwards actually turned into surpluses. He hoped the Finance 
Member would give his figures with more accuracy and honesty.

President : The Hon’ble member should not question the honesty of the Finance

^Brojendra Babu : I do not question the personal honesty of the member but the 
financial honesty of the Finance Member.

Inferring to the decrease in opium revenue he pointed out that revenue on Gaiixa 
and country liquor showed an increase of 2 lacs annually.

Babu Paresh Lai Shome Do you welcome that increase ?
Brojendra Babu : It is not a question of my likes or dislikes. It is the choice 

of the Minister. If the Minister wipes off the entire excise revenue we are ready to 
provide for a taxation that is necessary.

Eai Bahadur Amar Nath Roy (nominated) said that he would support a 3 years' 
bill but not a permanent measure but as Mr. Manowar Ali’s amendment was not 
before the house he would oppose.

Rai Bahadur Sadananda Dowerah (nominated) said that he would support only a 
three years’ Bill if the proceeds were'earmarked for water supply only.

Babu Hirendra Chandra Chakrabarti, Sj Bardoloi, Leader of the Congress Party 
and Mr. Bishnu Borah opposed the motion. The last speaker said that though he 
supported the Bills in 1925, he would now oppose them in response to vehement 
public opposition in his constituency. .

Maulvi Manowar Ali said that he would not support the bills as permanent

The Hon’ble Mr. Nichols Roy, Minister, referred to the advantages derived by the 
country from the proceeds of the bills and said that as the fall in opium revenue 
would be about 3 half lakhs this amount must be found from somewhere and he 
appealed to the members to come to his rescue and help him in trying to get from the 
ordinary revenue as much as the Council would like him to have.

Babu Paresh Lai Some But not to taxation.
The Hon’ble Mr. Botham in reply stated that Government was willing to agree 

to extend the bills for 3 years on condition that the proceeds be at the disposal of

’ Go%\
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the Transferred Department but as the amendment had been ruled out he appealed 
to those members who were not avowedly obstructionists like the Swarajists to 
support the Bill. The motion being put to vote was declared lost by 25 to 15.

The Court Fees Bill was nest moved without a speech but the Finance member 
pleaded for the admission of Moulvi Manowar Ali’s amendment for 3 years’ extension, 
but on objection being taken by Babu Paresh Lai Some the President ruled the 
amendment out of order.

The Hon’blc Mr Botham then wanted to withdraw the bill which was objected to by 
Babu Paresh Lai Some and Gopendra Lai Dhar Choudhury. The motion was then 
put to vote and declared lost, the Government not claiming any division. The House 
then adjourned.

On the 30th MARCH the Council took up general discusion of Budget and 
continued it on the next day. Maulavi Munawar Ali who commenced the discussion 
regretted the absence of the Swarajist members from the House on the occasion. 
Commenting on the budget proper he characterised it as a prosperity budget but 
criticised lack of adequate provision for the Transferred Departments.

Lt. Col. Smiles who followed also regretted the absence of the Swarajist 
Members from the Council and said that such action, especially when their proceedings 
were going to be examined by the Statutory Commission, was not in the true interest 
of the country. He also emphasised the need for improving communications in 
the province.

Maulvi Sayidur Rahman congratulated the Finance Member on the budget but 
he would have liked to see vigorous policy pursued to increase activities of nation- 
building departments.

Mr. Kasinath Saikia, pleaded for more funds to be allotted for the improvement 
of dispensaries in the province. The House then adjourned.

On the 2nd APRIL the Council re-assembled in an atmosphere of excitement. 
Swarajists attended in full strength and after interpellations Babu Paresh Lai Shome 
Choudhury asked for leave to move a motion of no-confidence on the Hon’ble Rev.
J. J. M. IsTichols Roy, the Miuister for Local Self-Government in as much as ha 
does not possess the requisite qualifications under the Assam electoral rules. The 
President asked the sense of the House when 16 members rose in their seats 
signifying their approval of the motion and the president declared that the 
mover had the leave of the House to move the motion of no confidence and 
fixed to-morrow the 3rd April at 11 A. M. after questions as the time for 
discussion of the motion. Rev. Nichols Roy is not a British subject and is 
native of a Khasia native state and his case had been engaging the attention 
the local Government and the Government of India on the questions
raised by some members in the council during the last July and September 
sessions.

R y . E x t e n s io n s .

The Hon’ble Mr. Botham, Finance Member proposed a resolution for 
guaranteeing against loss in working the extension of the Eastern Bengal Railway 
eastwards towards Tangla on condition that such extension shall connect with 
Tezpur Bolipara Railway. Srijut N. C. Bardoloi and other Assamese members wanted 
the proposed railway to pass through Mangaldai town. The resolution was carried 
nem con.

R o a d  D e v e l o p m e n t .

The Finance Member next moved a resolution sanctioning the programme of 
the board for road improvement to bo financed mainly by a loan so calculated that 
annual charges for repayment with interest shall noli exceed five lakhs. It. was 
stated that the programme of road improvement of about 2000 miles of road would 
be finished within 10 years with loan of Rs. 75 lakhs which would be repaid in 
38 years. The Swarajists opposed the proposed loan- as the country was more in 
need of primary education, sanitation and water supply and questioned the bonafides 
of Government in bringing this proposal for a loan when last week they wanted 
unsuccessfully to impose an additional tax on the people for water supply, primary 
education and sanitation. The resolution was carried by 38 against 15 votes.
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momhfr=^01*'̂ ,ej ^ ulvi % ?d Saadulla Minister, then proposed the election of members to the development boards, agricultural, industrial and co-operative, two 
xor each section On the motion of Babu Paresh Lai Shome the House carried a 
motion increasing the number of members from two to four for each section. The election was then proceeded with.

Se l f -G o v e e x m e n t  A c t .

The Hon’ble Rev. Nichols Roy, Minister, then introduced a bill to amend the 
Assam Local Self-Government Bill which gave power to the Local Boards with the 
sanction ot the Local Government to impose taxes. Babu Paresh Lai Shome gave 
notice ot an amendment requiring the imposition of such taxes by local boards to 
be sanctioned by the Legislative Council which being objected to by the Hon’blc 
Minister was ruled out. Mr. Shome then opposed the bill and stated that it was 

n r  !  popular minister should fight shy of the Council, but it was the 
inherent defect of the constitution which made the Minister the servant of the 
bureaucracy and not of the Council. He was not opposed to give power of 
T i  ,b0ards: but he wanted to have a safe-guard in the hands of the Legislative Council by a right of vote to interfere m cases of hardship.
f abu Basanta Kumar pass opposing said the bill raised an important question 

°f principle, as it encroached upon the right of the Legislature regarding taxation.
The bill was passed, 23 against 18 votes.

T h e  S im on  R e so lu tio n

It, 9 n- , %  ,frcl APRIL, the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Kutubuddin Ahmed 
o S  w S r  ?n- fo r * e  appointment of a committee to co-• Stat“ tol7  Commission. The debate following was a dull affair 
nCiC12v.f° l  tbe ,mPaBS10ned and eloquent speech of the Congress leader Mr Bardoloi 

and the humorous speech of Col. Smiles. In view o f the n o W d e n c e motion 
coming afterwards only Srijut Nabin Chandra Bardoloi of the Congress Partv 
n S d' H<3 referred- pI,ecI«es of self-determination given when'our masters

,i^th e bf d y dunng th? war but. immediately they got out of i(.
Bagh g He asserted ̂ hVt he ^ m' ,the s!'spe of bullets in ' JalUanwalla mgn. _ Jie asserted that the country had nothing to gam bv co-operation with Ihe
^ “ “ nm^t. ^ ' 6 C°me °nly With the 0bject of eonsolidyatin7Pthea pmver of S  

Rai Bahadur Sadananda Dowerah (nominated) Rai Bahadur Amarnath Rnv

B X t e ^ a m a n f  MohannCDs8 “ d" S n m m iif  i f C Col W H f r
M i M“ ° ™  All ( e t e t e d . 'S u i J i . j W

evenf neig «raultS a”  • ®uPP°rt of the motion were rather amusing. All speakers except Col. Smiles admitted most of the arguments put forward bv Sriiut Bardoloi
and d S e f  ite^MsHh,Hoand f i T ®  ,of public °Pinion a?a'n/t the Commission 
ended wfth a and finn0liand i f  •abs/ nce of Indians from it, but inevitably
member  ̂voted against fiaa" y V°ted m favour of the motlon' 0n,y 15 CongresI

T h e  N o-C o n f id e n c e  M o t io n

in I » eu ? Uiii‘l T̂ext ®.nter,ê TuPon a. discussion of the motion of no-confidence in the Hon ble Mr. Nichols Roy, Minister for Local Self-GovernmeDt mnv he
fnrelth0npd b jre a similar motion of Sj. Paresh Lai Shome Chowdhurv allowed 
by the President the day before was disallowed by the Governor under 'Bute Vd \ clause 3 of the Assam Legislative Council Rules. UOr under Rule 24-A

Mr. Basanta Kumar Das, opening the discussion, said that the Mi mater «•« 
defined' in |he Government^f°India Act! t f c f w a s

s t r i f e s —
, » « . » ,  of Ito t o  depot,*,e o„ the interpret,*. tk ?  Asl.m docte.l ' X ”
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but the local Government were precluded from discussing that qixstion wbic'a 
had been referred to the Government of India and it was unfair on the .uimstei 
that the motion should be based to any extent on a point w.nch the local 
Government were precluded from discussing. . . ...

Swarajists and some other non-official members also charged the Minister with 
apathy to the country’s interests, but the motion was ultimately rejected by it 
votes against 21. The Council then adjourned.

V o t in g  U n d e e  B u d g e t  G r a n t s

Demand for grants under “Land Revenue, Excise and Stamps” were discussed
and passed in the Council on the 4th APRIL. . .

Under the sub-head “Survey and Settlement Mr. Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri 
moved a cut of Rs. 2,68,751 on the ground of alleged e x ce ss iv e  enhancement of revenue 
fit re-settlcment.

Other members who supported the motion said that the people had a grievance 
also on account of the fact that in settling waste lands the rules were not strictly 
adhered to and big capitalists were given preference. . . .

The Hon. Mr. Botham said that Government had adopted a policy of assisting 
and encouraging the small capitalists to take land for tea planting, the rules foi 
which have been published for criticism. , , , , , , ,

The motion for the cut was ultimately carried and an amended demand put

Excise then came in for criticism. Mr. Kuladhar Chaliha withdrew his motion 
for a cut on the Minister assuring the Council that Government had 
accepted the Council’s recommendation to reduce the consumption of opium

Twc? other motions for small cuts were carried and the demand reduced by 
Rs. 205 was carried.

On the 5th APRIL demands for grants under “General Administration and 
Forest” were discussed at length and ultimately passed by the Council with a token 
cut under each. Under “General Administration” a cut of Re. 1 was earned against 
Government to call attention to the inadequacy of pay granted to the ministerial 
and menial establishments during the recent revision. The motion to reduce the 
salary of Ministers from Rs. 3,500 to Rs. 2,500 a month of which notice had been 
given by Maulvi Munawar Ali was not moved. .__

Complaints were more vocal when grants under 1*orests came under scrutiny. 
Hardships to poor villagers on account of strict forest regulations neglecting to 
help the small capitalists of the province to exploit forest, lack of amenities in 
forest camps and consequent ill-health among the forest officials were among the 
main points brought to the notice of the Government in several motions tor 
reduction. With a nominal cut of Rs. 1000 demand under “ forest.” also was 
passed.

R e s o l u t io n s

The Council next got through a large number of resolutions _ in a short time, 
Sw’arajists not moving resolutions in their name and not taking part in other 
resolutions.

P u b l ic  R o a d  in  A s sa m

Col. Smiles moved a resolution recommending that in the event of a public 
road in Assam being metalled by private enterprise one-halt of the cost there 
should be paid from the provincial revenues. . .

Mr. Blekinsop, Chief Engineer, said he could not accept the resolution on 
behalf of the Government but ho informed the Council that, in selecting roads 
to be metalled Government will take into consideration any oners made to under­
take work and bear half the cost, if. being understood that the work must be. done 
to the satisfaction of the Executive Engineer and further that load was Govern­
ment or Local Board property and of benefit to public.

The resolution was ultimately rejected.
No-Confidence in Commission

Not satisfied with the defeat they sustained over the Government resolution
appoint a committee te eo-operate with the Simon Commission Swarajists
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Govprnmrnf !!f°Tej-a Rf 0J?-tio,rl  .t0-d?y recommending to communicate to the 
d H S i ?  •India ac?.d His Majesty’s Government the entire lack of confidence 

p n 0£ nci1 ln the Slmon Commission.
fhou“hfhp'pam,ta Da? ,wh,° wanted to move the resolution argued that

-had carne<j the resolution to co-operate with the Commission 
Th^ Pr«Mh f in saying that they had no-confidenee in the Commission, 

d i s c u l o ™  .pointed o«.t that while the motion for co-operation was under 
were umvilHn  ̂ tn scctl°" m tbe House had clearly raised the issue that they 
andMimsTdEpf co-operate because they had no-confidenee in the Commission
present resohiHn?/ tn f  the m°tl0" . t0 co-operate was carried, he could not allow the I resent resolution to be moved. The Council then adjourned till the 9th.

mission &£R1k  the Committee to co-operate with the Simon Com-
were‘° elected- K k i  C°n?J'ess .members abstaining. The following 7 members
Dower^h in d ln  ir m n? t>' 6S , (El,.roPean P an ter) Kai Bahadur Sadananda
(elected i?m?ATehp N ?  R° y ( nom'nated members) Mr. Mukundanarayan Baruah

“ d MaUlV1 * “ “ * Ali- ^  AU and
motions1- were °" .the motion of Dir. Pareshlal Shome (CongTess), two
at Maulvihi7prrriediceP8U1TnS Govt, for inaction on the erosion of Manu river 
recurring floods in the Provfnc'^rnment s calIousuess in making no provisions against
ShoTne em l ° i  Hanarighat Defamation ease. was heard when Babu Pareshalal 

censure motion condemning Govt, for paying the expenses of 
^ a y  to E n r d ^  hatterdld, n<y5 pro^?d with the case and went
Choudhn^ grw ,,itf ?L ^  C-0Û  ordered atrial. Babu Brojendra Narayan
was lost by 21 votes against PaXty supported the motiou which however
lead&nirt inU/h ??^ id Sh°udhnry, Elected Mahommedan) who had so far taken a 
refusingPtTe d i s t L f T I w T ^ T  ^  ^ rn Quaran .case, gave notice of a motion 
passed at tho loRf H w i t  bu^ et. for Govt, not giving effect to the resolution 
of nnliVn oni *  ̂ oihcr Session ot the Council recommending the dismissal
hr- -°f! =e fub-inspeetor Abdul Hamid Akanda, but when called upon by the President
who r nt d mlhd!iie n lT d  I hiSr U8ed disappointment aPmongythees Y Z ist
refused to t- keA nor Hamid Choudbury’s changed attitude at the last moment and 
of litie-atinn nAci)arfc 1D o motion by the same member demanding realisation 
3 Swarmists f w fr0m bub'Inspector Akanda which was lost by 15 votes against 
23 against ‘ hereupon opposed the entire police budget which was defeated by

16.AX hHouste X n 0a|ou0lmedUt ‘ h° 8®Cret SCrviCe espenditure failed by 19 against

withdrawn or'n rit^ ^ L f3 a result of many motions for reduction having been either 
moved8and am-ppd n ’ ®,ove.r? ment got all their demands for grants

TTnrlp,/-^™  t0, by th? 0onncl1 without much difficulty, 
attention of'tPc^c 1̂ 8 a ,C)ken a cut of Es. 2 was carried by the Council to draw- 
in the Province Government t0 ‘ he paucity of good communications in rural areas
fn!rJnilerm0nly i0t'her P10/ ’01} f°r reduction, which was passed on this day. w-as also a 
nvnev - ± % Md iWas mtended to point out the Government’s necessity for increasin'*
Z Z 1  J °I  advanc?8, and loans to cultivators, especially as it was feared^ha? floods and famine might again cause distress in the province.
r<p i ,  H°n. Jpr B°toam, on behalf of the Government, assured the Council that 
Government officers were keeping in close touch with the situaHnn in V K J trS X  
affected by the floods and that any demands received from them would be im media8
demauds.P 1Cd ^  moro money ^  prOTided’ if ^ccssar^Zotigh suppl^eTtJry 
,i, fht- Council next took up discussion of resolutions a number of which t\ua s ^ t s s k s t t L 1*"* bs,o"ging toihe
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Jhe Council, came in and voted solidly for the resolution ■with other non- 
official members. The House then adjourned.
i Dzvrr Sla • sessi011 Assam Legislative Council concluded on the 12th
. . .■  The mam point on which the Swarajists and some other non-official members 

criticised the Government yesterday and to-day was in regard to rural water 
supply, the budget provision for which, it was complained, was inadequate. On this 
ground a token cut under the public health demand was carried yesterday by a majority of votes. J

The same complaint was made the excuse to-day for attempting to throw 
out a supplementary demand under civil works. The Hon. Mr. Botham, on behalf 
oi the Government, told the House that the Government did not deny the impor­
tance and urgency of the improvement of rural areas water supply, but what they 
said was that it was not the only urgent and important need in the province at 
the present timê  and the improvement of water supply should be considered along 
with and in relation to other urgent needs of the province.

The supplementary demand was ultimately carried by a majority of votes.
„ r , Tsrajendra Narayan Chaudhuri’s motion for a cut of Rs. 100 under 
medical, calling the attention of Government to the alleged over-representation 

°*P“ S , m certain local boards, was carried yesterday, the Minister-in-Charge 
not having been able to reply to the discussion as the time allowed for the demand was over.
,T T*!! discus®io“ 011 a. demand under “Education” also occupied considerable time 
ye. teiday and the majority in the Council succeeded in passing two token cuts against Government. 1 &
• dde Eon. Mr. &aadulla, Minister, pointed out that the progress made recently 
wif L edUCatlT  ' I f  c°nsiderf  le and promised that if the local boards came up uith a scheme under the Compulsory Primary Education Act, then he would spare 
no pains to extract as much money as required from the Finance Department for 
the purpose. Regarding secondary schools, he informed the Council that Government 
were graduaHy taking more and more such schools on the aided list.

The Goalpara Tenancy Bill was referred to a Select Committee to-day.
Government business having finished, discussion on the resolutions was taken 

llP ’n,.a. E ' 11 House this 1 after-noon. The first resolution regarding the granting 
of holidays m the month of Ramajan was discussed and rejected and the 
quorum not being present the Council \sas prorogued.

Tlie C. P. Legislative Council
Th thie 1? ' r?L Legislative Council met at Nagpur on the

to theConifJS Con̂ s whip, had issued Instructions to the Congress members to attend the session, he cancelled the same in view
Secretary^ 15 a!latl°n ° f ^  Madras resolution which he received from the Congress

When His Excellency Sir Montagu Butler was addressing the Council the 
Congress members were m the library room and the Congress block was quite 
empty. After the Governor’s speech the Council adjourned for half an hour.

T h e  G o v e r n o r ’s A d d r e ss

Addressing the Council, Sir Montagu Butler, referring to the Statutory 
Commission, said that the appointment and constitution of that Com­
mission was a matter which was not primarily the concern of the Local Govern­
ment, and discretion was vested in him under Rule 22 to disallow any discussion 
ot the •hatter- He did not feel that any interest of the Government would be 
served bv the exercise of his special powers. He therefore did not propose to 
disallow the resolution. He said that his Government had received no instructions 
to appoint any Committee to deal with the subject of Reforms or to open up anv
instSions fn A e m X r !S10n' He ^  n° in teu tio 11 of movin£ ^  Couu« l  without
__ Montagu then referred to the communal disturbances fin the province and
s^uhlŜ vBrĈ etdtlla!1 the ,atmosPll®re was not improving. He said t?iat attempts hould be made to restore a calmer atmosphere. A poiicy of give and take would 
go a good way towards clearing up the situation. S " ould
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B ills Passed

The C. P. Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, the Village Sanhati°n and PubUe 
Management (Amendment) Bill, the Weights and Measures Bill, Pk 
Adulteration (Amendment) Bill, Consolidation of Holdings BllJ 
Revenue (Amendment) Bill as approved by the Select Committees wc 1

int<TheWC. P. Municipalities (Amendment) Bill, the Local Sel/-Government (Amend­
ment) Bill and the Opium Smoking Bill was referred to Select Committees 
and the Council was adjourned.

On the 17th JANUARY the Swarajist benches were empty as the: Swarajist 
members, numbering about 17 did not attend the Council. The members of the 
Council Nationalist Party were present, Question-time passed ofl quietly, and the 
whole list of 100 questions was gone through within half-an-houi. Gove
legislative business was then resumed. . , , _ t , _  .__ _ i

Mr. S. B. Tambe, Home Member, moved that the Central Provinces Boistal
Bill as reported by the select committee, bo taken into consideration. , . ,

The Home Member explained that certain amendments to the bill, ot whun 
notice had been given by Mr. T. J. Kedar, required the previous sanction oi the 
Governor-General, and hence could not be moved.

Mr. Kedar contended that no such sanction was necessary, but it his amen - 
ments were not allowed he would have to move that the consideration ot 
be postponed. After further discussion the consideration of the bill was postpone .

Mr. R. M. Deshmukh then moved that the Central Provinces \illage_ Panchayat 
Amendment Bill, as reported by the select committee, be taken into consideratio .

The amendments to the Bill standing against Swarapst members were
automatically dropped. After considering certain minor amendments moved by tne 
Minister, the Council passed the Bill. , , .__ _

Mr. Deshmukh moved two more Bills, one to amend the Central liovinces 
Municipalities Act and the other to amend the Local Self-Government Act, 101 
reference to select committees. . , , , ,,

Both the motions were carried without discussion. This concluded tne 
Government legislative business and the Council rose for the day.

T h e  N o n -o f f ic ia l  B il l s

On the 19th JANUARY after question time the non-official bills were 
dealt with. Thakur Chedilal’s bill to amend the Local Self-Government Act 
was passed without much discussion. Mr. K. P. Vidya moved that his much 
criticised bill to amend the Tenancy Act be referred to a select committee. Thakur 
Chedilal opposed the clause which conferred the right of transfer on occupancy 
tenants ana Mr, Kedar also pointed out certain defects but agreed to refer the 
bill to a select Committee. The Honourable Mr. Nelson, Finance Member proposed 
that the bill be re-circulated for eliciting public opinion. His amendment was 
carried, 27 voting for and 18 against. Mr. Kale introduced his bill to amend the 
Municipalities Act and the house agreed to refer it to a select committee. Mr. 
Fulay's bill to amend the Tenancy Act enabling the tenants to mortgage their 
land with rural co-operative society was circulated for eliciting public opinion.

Thakur ChedilaPs Bill amending the Land Revenue Act and Mr. Kolhe s bill 
to amend the village sanitation and public management Act so as to repeal the 
village sanitation and public management Act as village Pancbyets were going to 
have both administrative and judicial powers were circulated for eliciting public 
opinion. Mr. Singai’s Opium Smoking Prohibition Bill was referred to the same select 
committee to which the Govt, bill had been referred. Messrs. Khaparde, Kalikar, Kale 
and Charde introduced their bills to amend the High School Education Act, The house 
agreed to the motion to circulate the bill. Debate in the Council was dull and even 
the prominent Govt, members such as the Honourable the Home Member who was the 
leader of the house, the Finance Member and the Finance Secretary w’ere absent from 
the Council for a long time. The Congress block was empty as usual and many 
Congress members were seen‘'in the lobby and galleries. The Council then adjourned 
for tea.

The Council re-assembled after lunch to be adjourned only within ten minutes.
The House agreed to circulate Mr. Pradhan’s bill amending the Municipalities Act 
for eliciting public opinion,
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B o y c o tt  o p  S im on  C om m ission
On the 20th JA A- UAR Y the Council met with a packed house of visitors and 

members in expectation of a debate on the Simon Commission. During question time 
tue Congress members were absent waiting in the lobbies to enter as soon as questions 
W61im!^er’ ri r' . ,y ani moved the following resolution on the Simon Commission :

.Lms Council recommends to the Governor in Council that he be pleased to 
convey to His Excellency the Viceroy and His Majesty’s Government that this 
Council has no confidence in and will have nothing to do with the Statutory 
Commission m as much as its constitution ignores the national demand for Self- 
determination in the matter of the constitution for India and insults the self-respect of the Indian people.”
. moving the resolution Mr. Biyani said that-since the constitution of the Commis­

sion was announced disappointment had been expressed from all quarters. He thought 
tus task was lighter in this house as the majority party, the nationalists in the 
Council including the Ministers had expressed their dissatisfaction with the Commi­
ssion. He exposed the theory of trusteeship and said that as a self-respecting 
people they could not co-operate in any way with the Commission and advised 
tnc Council to leave the Commission severely alone, as the appointment of the 
Commission did not recognise India’s right to determine her own future constitution. 
Conferene)nC™̂ e<̂ Sbeecb â ter re'itcrating the demand for a Round Table

Mr. Rajurkar supported the resolution with a lengthy speech and advised the 
Council to follow the policy of “nothing to do with the Commission” and 
thus give a fitting reply to the affront done to India by that diehard Lord

. Hr- Cowan, Chief Secretary, in making- the Government position clear 
reiterated all that was said in the opening speech of His Excellency Sir 
Montagu Butler. He further assured the house that no insult was meant to India.
Before announcing the appointment of the Commission anxious thought and consi­
deration was given to the whole question. No bad motive was behind the appoint­
ment. The Government had at their heart only the good of the people and happiness 
and prosperity of theland. He quoted the Prime Minister at length and said that by 
boycotting the Commission they had nothing to gain but everything to loose. He 
! f e(l  the house not to hold mistrust or suspicion about the Government motive, 
tb®^°yan)lrac!lt wished to do good to so many millions of people.

Mr. Ivedar, Responsivist, supporting the resolution said that they were not convinced 
by the arguments advanced on behalf of the Government and they had to support.

UtlOIV Such a Commission was not wanted by them*and all that they 
^2ihndr n™rni0„ bf0yv0Tt i?le pommlssi?»- He strongly submitted that the preamble , of India Act to which the British Government slavishly adhered
«plf Hptprm;nSmnCCePw <I by • ‘ a®., In£ians as if was an infringement of their right of 
TWkptCthnf13̂ t He reminded the British statesmen in the words of Edmund Burke that great empires and little! minds go ill together. He held that the 
preamble oil which all British statesmen took their stand was an exploded document.
He further said since the last war India was being represented to the world as an 
equal partner of the empire and an independent unity by giving representation ou 
the International institutions like the League of Nations but now England was again 
reverting to the preamble of the Government of India Act and trying to cheat the 
whole world. Ho advised the British nation not to play this dirty game. He asked 
the Bntish people to pause and think if it was in their interest to antagonise India. 
i Wif , Kedar Mr. Saycd Hifazat Ali, ex-Ministfer made a statement on 
Denali of the Muslim members that they were not going to take any part nor 
would they vote either way as Muslim opinion of the province was yet to be 
expressed. They would express their views and chalk out their future policy after 
onthe mTbjcct °*>mion and wbcn the Government will bring forward any resolution

Mr. Gowai (nominated, depressed) opposed the resolution and hoped that 1 he 
Commission will listen to their political and social grievances. 1

Di. Ehare, Congress Whip in his speech supporting the resolution said that 
they were not convinced by Mr. Gowan’s arguments. The Oommission was 
who^eceded^frnm tb“ dn °f ber ,boildfg?- He blamed the responsivists and others 
the o u W d nf tbGr (i011̂ essTa,nd ®ald .the Appointment of the Commission was .he outeme of their revolt: The Commission, lie said, were meant to deceive
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Indians. He invited the Ministers to make a statement on the floor of this house 
whether they are going to refuse to co-operate with the Commission.

After Dr. Khare followed Mohant Laxminarayandas and Mr. Rajendra Singh 
who supported Mr. Biyani’s resolution. The house then adjourned for tea.

On reassembling Mr. Umeshdutta Pathak supported the resolution. He did not 
move his amendment. He characterised the commission as a farce and said it was 
being sent only to register their approval regarding conclusions already arrived at 
between certain British politicians who dominate British politics.

Mr. Dick, the nominated member of the Anglo-Indian community opposed the 
resolution. He said that his community had decided to co-operate with the commis­
sion and had expressed this view from the press and platform.

Mr. G. _S. Gupta, Congress leader supported the resolution. Replying to Mr.
Dick he said that Mr. Dick should have known that the Indian people had expressed 
their disapproval regarding the appointment and constitution of the Simon Commi­
ssion. Pie said : “We must learn not to look to the British people for getting any 
rights but we must stand on our own legs.” He appealed to ?the depressed class 
members, Muslims and the Anglo-Indians not to pocket this national insult and 
side with the nationalists of this land.

Mr. Khaparde, the leader of the Nationalist Party in supporting the resolution 
read out the following statement:—“The position of the party which I have 
the honour to represent is clear from the speeches made here to-day by members 
of this party and by fthe unanimous decision given by the executive council of 
this party in this behalf which was duly communicated to the Government by 
the Ministers. We as a party support this resolution. By doing so we do not 
bind ourselves hand and foot and'for ever. So long as the Commission is constitu­
ted as it is, or its manner of function remains the same as given out, so far we 
as a party will have nothing to do with it. The Ministers are members of this 
party and go with it.”

After this Mr. Kalangale, nominated member of the depressed classes opposed 
the resolution and Mr. C. G. Mishra supported it. Mr. Ratiram, nominated (depressed), 
opposed the resolution and Mr. N. S. Patil supported it.

The resolution was then put to the vote and carried, Government not claiming a 
division. The council then adjourned.

On the 21st JANUARY the Council met in a deserted house though there were 
many important resolutions on the agenda. Congressmen were no longer seen 
except a very few members who were loitering in lobbies and library room. There 
were not even 25 members present in the house when Khan Bahadur Mirza 
Rahaman Beg moved that Council debates be conducted in Hindi and Urdu. Only 
Muslim members spoke in support of the resolution while the Finance Secretary 
and Revenue Member opposed the resolution to which the mover did not agree 
as he wished to test the patriotism of the members. The resolution was negatived 
without division.

Mr. Charde then moved his resolution requesting the Government to remit 
senfences p̂assed on accused in what was called the Arvi riot case. He referred to the 
Governor's speech and appealed to the Government to follow the Bengal Government 
m solving this question or communal -cancer. Mr. Sharfuddin in whose name stood 
an amendment to include the Sitla murder case in which Moslems had been convicted 
but which was ruled out by the President, opposed the resolution. Mr. Fuley 
(nominated, labour) wanted to include all riot cases in the province but he was also 
ruled out of order. Yet he supported the resolution while Messrs. Majiduddin and 
Mohinur Rahaman opposed the resolution as premature at this juncture. The Home 
Member complained that he was given to understand that this resolution will not 
be moved and when he saw that it was being moved to-day he was placed at a dis­
advantage. However, he congratulated the mover and other speakers for the good 
sense they showed in placing their cases before the House. But he did not think 
that the resolution was moved at an opportune time when communal tension had 
again increased. He was afraid that if the resolution was passed by the Council 
which had a Hindu majority if would be construed as a partisan act by the minority 
community. He would consider these cases on their merits only when communal 
peace w ill be established. He hoped that a permanent reconciliation between both the 
communities would soon be established. He also informed the House that the Govern­
ment under the present circumstances was not prepared to accept the resolution.

Mr. Kedar, while supporting the resolution, charged the Government with
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responsibility for these communal riots. The Hon. Mr. Nelson, Mr. Gowan 
and Mr. Dey, all Government members protested against the charge levelled 
against Government and District officers. When this resolution was debated 
attendance was almost full, only the Congress members remaining absent. The 
resolution was carried, 25 voting for and 18 against.

Mr. Pradhan then moved for the appointment of an Enquiry Committee to 
enquire and report regarding the grievances of Government clerks. The reso­
lution was opposed by the Government, but was passed, 2$ voting for and 18 
against. The Council then adjourned till the 24.

On the 24TH JANUARY Thakur Chedilal moved a resolution standing in 
the name of Rao Bahadur N. K. Kelkar asking Government to take immediate 
steps to have the Judicial function of the Government separated from the 
Executive function and to bring about complete separation of these functions.
It may appropriate a sum of 9 lakhs. Government had taken objection to Thakur 
Chedilal’s moving of this resolution but as -he had given notice of a similar 
resolution and the ballot did not give his resolution sufficient high place the 
President allowed him to move the resolution. Thakur Chedilal emphasised 
the urgent need of this reform in preference to other schemes of progress.

The Hon’ble the Home Member said that the Government of India at present 
is considering this proposal and trying to evolve a scheme which could be applied 
to all provinces. He assured the House that he would place this proposal 
before the Standing Committee. After a few more speeches the resolution was 
carried without division and the Council adjourned “ sine die.”

T h e  B u d g e t  S e s s i o n .
The budget session of the C. P. Council opened on the 1ST MARCH when the 

Hon’ble Mr. Nelson, Finance Member presented the following budget for the year 
1928-2 9 :—The effect of the total remission of the provincial contribution and the 

suspension of famine insurance assignment put the Government in a better finan­
cial position during the year 1927-28 leaving a free balance of 8778  lakhs but the 
revised estimate shows a closing balance of only 4 7 7 0  lakhs and the reasons given 
for this by the Revenue Member in his speech showed that the year 1927-28 was 
culturally only a moderate one, unreasonably heavy rainfall having dashed all 
hopes of good year.

On the receipt side the principal increase and decrease during 1927-28 
were an opening balance of four and half lakhs : land revenue 3^  lakhs. Also 
a saving of 1 and one-fourth lakhs is expected from the sanctioned expenditure 
under the head education (transferred). On the other hand expenditure in 
England is expected to rise by 2 lakhs, larger number of officers being on leave 
in England. The cumulative effect of all these adjustments is worsening the 
financial position by 22 lakhs reducing the estimated closing balance from 
69'29 lakhs to 4 7 7 0  lakhs. The budgetted receipts for the year 1928-29 are 
6 i3'02 lakhs as compared with 67374  lakhs, the revised figure for the current year. 
Receipts from excise are expected to increase by four and half lakhs while a° 
fall of lakhs from land revenue is expected.

On the expenditure side an increase is seen over the current year’s revised 
estimate under the heads “ Police” by Rs. 169 thousands and “ Education” 
(transferred) 1361 thousands. A provision of half lakh of rupees for strengthen­
ing armed police is made. Rs. 74'22 lakhs are being provised for new expendi­
ture, transferred departments getting about 88 per cent, i. e., 59'SS lakhs and the 
remaining to the reserved half.

The Finance Member considers this budget to be a safe and prosperous 
budget though the budgetted revenue and the receipts are 61303 thousands.
If only total provincial revenue and the total provincial expenditure are taken 
into consideration the budget shows a deficit of Rs. 2828 thousands. This year 
also C. P. gets a remission of 22 lakhs under the head “ Provincial Contribution 
and the Suspension, of Famine Insurance Assignment.”

After the budget was introduced the Borstal Bill was discussed and all non­
official amendments were thrown out. The Municipal Act Amendment Bill was
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referred to a Select Committee and the Childrens’ (Protection) Bill as reported by 
the Select Committee was passed without discussion and the House adjourned.

G e n e r a l  D i s c u s s i o n  o f  B u d g e t .
On the 2N D M A R CH  Mr. R ajurkar opened the discussion and protested 

againt t h e  Government policy relating to education and suggested  several 1m-

of the judiciary and ,h, exectiv .by  
making for th. L , «  in the bndget. He also expressed that
the Council could not make any advance under the present Reforms. .

Mr Rahiman advocated the encouragement of ayurvedic and unam medi-
of .he expenditure under the head

“  electric installation” and wanted to utilise the money for other improvements.
Mr Fullay paid compliments to the Ministers for having, secured 88 per 

cent for the transferred departments considering the decrease in the revenue 
from Excise. He said that the Ministers had subordinate position ,n the matter 
of location  of expenditure. He demanded for them complete financial autonomy.
He advocated that taxes if necessary should be imposed for the general w elfare 
of the province. He said that the revenue got from the suspension of the Famine 
Insurance grant should be spent for the uplift o f the rural and urban backw ard

ClaSSMr D . K. Mehta criticised the budget and in doing so suggested several 
improvements. M r. Gole urged improvement of industries.

P The Council then proceeded with the consideration of demands for grants 
presented to the Council for expenditure during the year 1925-26. The demands
were out to vote and declared carried. . .  e  u  ~

Supplementary demands under the heads, Depreciation funds for the Govern- 
ment Press, Irrigation and Justice, education, famine insurance fund, and excess 
travelling allowance incurred by the Ministers, were voted.

On the uRD MARCH Mr. Kedar characterised the budget as neither safe 
nor progressive and urged that the Government should pay more attention to the 
Transferred Departments. He pleaded that 22 lakhs remitted from the prov.nc.al 
contribution should be earmarked for the Transferred Departments.

Rao Bahadur N arayana Rao K elkar expressed h.s inability to call the 
budge? a progressive budget, as he found no change under the present Reforms.
He gcr ticised the Ministers for not having secured any provision for the deve­
lopment o f  industries and several other important needs of the people. He sa.d
that Local Self-Government had made no progress. . ,  ,

Mr. Kashiprasad Pande laid stress on the need for the improvement of roads

rUMr Nagle opined that if the old methods of preparing budgets were followed,
the progress of the Province would be doomed for ever from the popular point 
of view. He complained that no provision was made for several necessary items.

Mr, Phatak pleaded for adequate provision for compulsory free primary

educationon replying to the budget criticisms advanced by
non-official members said that every possible care was taken not to neglect any

neCeMr.ryR^?lrwdc?med0«na"nVrovisions in the budget, which were calculated

Mr. T rivedi, Director of Industries, narrated official activities to improve
the conditions of indigenous enterprises.

Mr Beckett Director of Public Instruction, explained the educational 
policy, and assured the House that every possible endeavour would be made to
attain their object. ,, , ,

Mr. Khaparde disapproved o f the policy of separate schools on communa I lines.
The Hon’ble Mr. Deshmukh met all the objections raised by the non-official 

members in connection with the budget provisions for the constiuction of mral 
roads.
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The Hon’ble Mr. Raghavendra Rao acknowledged the generous policy of 
the Government in respect of the Transferred Departments. He said that liberal 
provision was made for education, and further he assured the House that he 
would meet other objections when voting on demands came up for discussion.

The Hon’ble Mr. Nelson explained that the utilisation of the provincial 
grant of 22 lakhs rested with the Government. The House then adjourned till 
8 March.

V o t i n g  o n  B u d g e t  G r a n t s .
On the 8TH MARCH the Council met to vote on Budget demands. Mr. 

Pradhan proposed a token cut of Re. 1 in the general land revenue grant.
The Hon’ble Mr. Nelson opposed the cut on the ground that the settlement 

operations could not be postponed.
The President declared the motion for the cut carried.
The Hon’ble Mr. Nelson demanded a division. 29 members voted for the cut 

and 16 against, Mrs. Kale abstained from voting.
The Hon’ble Mr. Raghvendra Rao, explained to Mrs. Kale her right to vote 

and she recorded her vote with the Government.
Rao Bahadur Kelkar then proposed a cut amounting to Rs. 30,500 under the 

head “ Revision of survey and settlement in Berar.’ ’
The motion was declared carried without any division.
Mr. Kelkar proposed another cut of Rs. 88,800 for revision of survey opera­

tions in Mandla district.
Mr. Umesh Dutt Phatak supported the motion.
The motion for the cut was declared carried by 29 against 16 votes. Both 

the Ministers abstained from voting.
Mr. Kelkar’s motion for cuts amounting to Rs. 16,900 and Rs. 93,400 under 

the heads “ Revision of Survey Operation in Raipur and Bilaspur zemindary 
respectively” were declared carried without a division.

When a cut amounting to Rs. 9,351 in the grant for survey and settlement 
in Akola district was under discussion, the House adjourned for lunch.

After lunch Mr. Waterfall, Commissioner of Settlement, explained the neces­
sity of settlement operations, and defended Government’s policy.

The Hon’ble Mr. Nelson followed, and asked the House to know their 
responsibilities before they arrived at any decision.

The motion for the cut was declared carried by 21 votes against 19.
Mr. Rajurkar’s cut amounting to Rs. 135,500 under survey and Settlement 

was declared lost by 21 votes against 25.
Mr, Charde moved a token cut of Re.i in the demand for Patwari establish­

ment, but it was withdrawn.
Mr. Pradhan’s token cut of Re. 1 as a protest against Hazul and general 

policy was declared carried by 30 votes against 19. The Council then adjourned.
Discussion on Excise Grant.

On the 9TH MARCH the Hon’ble Mr. Raghavendra Rao moved the excise 
demands.

Mr. Nagale proposed a token cut as a protest against the Government’s 
policy relating to total prohibition, and said that the excise policy of the Govern­
ment should be influenced by considerations of revenue.

Rao Bahadur Kelkar in supporting the cut said that the excise policy was 
not successful, and urged that the Government should declare a policy of total 
prohibition and should carry it out within a certain definite period. Mr. Kelkar 
further declared that the policy of total prohibition should be worked, but grad­
ually, because the declaration of total prohibition by a stroke of the pen would 
not serve any useful purpose.

Mr. Mehta and Mr. Khare severely criticised the Government and the 
Excise Minister for not carrying out the policy of total prohibition.

The Hon’ble Mr. Nelson said that the excise policy of the province was an 
envy of the rest of India and there was no better person than the Hon’ble Mr. 
Raghavendra Rao to carry out the policy dictated by this House. He expected 
the House not to apply a brake, but to stimulate the policy.
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The Hon’ble Mr. Raghavendra Rao asked the House to know its respon­
sibilities before dictating any excise policy in connection with total prohibition, 
and added that the Government was unable to prescribe any time limit to 
enunciate and carry out the policy of total prohibition.

Mr. Nagle withdrew his token cut. Rao Bahadur Kelkar then moved a token 
cut as a protest against the excise policy followed by the Minister and urged 
that the Minister should declare his policy.

Mr. Khaparde said that Mr. Kelkar was determined not to be satisfied by 
he explanation offered by the Minister, because the Swarajists entered the 
Councils to throw out the Ministry and the budget.

The President asked Mr. Khaparde not to criticise the Swarajists or the 
Congress Party, but to confine himself to the main topic.

Mr. Kelkar’s cut was declared lost by II against 36.
The Congress Party, including 2 members of the depressed classes, voted 

for Mr. Kelkar's motion for cut, while the Nationalist Party voted with the 
officials against the motion. The entire demand under Excise minus Rs. 500 was 
put to vote and declared carried.

The entire demand under the head “ Stamps ” (reserved) was put to vote 
and declared carried.

While the demands under the head “ Forest ” were under discussion, the 
House adjourned.

Forest Administration Criticised.
On the toTH MARCH Mr. Deshmukh’s token cut of Rs. 100 to call atten­

tion to the grievances in respect of fodder grazing rates was carried by 25 votes 
against 23.

Mr. Deotale’s token cut of Re. 1 as a protest against the general policy of 
the Forest Department was carried by 29 votes against 21.

The demand for Rs. 39,79,890 under the head “  Forest ” (Reserved) was 
then put to vote and carried.

The entire demand of Rs. 2,19,130 under the head “ Registration ” (Trans­
ferred) was put to vote and carried.

Mr. JaiswaPs cut for Rs. 50,000 under the head “ Irrigation ” (Reserved) 
was declared lost by 3 against 24.

The Congress Party and the Nationalist Party abstained from voting.
The enure demand for Rs. 15,61,000 under the head “ Irrigation” (Re­

served) vvas put to vote and carried.
Mr. Kedar raised objection as to why the Indian News Agency should be 

subscribed and proposed a cut of Rs. 10,000 in that respect.
The Lion. Mr. Nelson replied that the expenditure on the News Agency was 

essential because the head of the Government should be in possession of news.
As a result oi the above reply, the cut was withdrawn.

Mr. Kashiprasad Pande proposed a token cut as a protest against the 
reduction ot the members’ daily allowances.

The motion was carried by 17 votes against 11. The official members 
abstained from voting and the Congress Party voted againt the motion.

On the 12TH MARCH Mr. Pradhan’s token cut to protest against the 
absence of high officials when there were communal disorders in Nagpur, was 
carried by 29 votes against 18.

The abolition 01 the posts of divisional commissioners and their establish­
ment vvas pressed and it was carried without a division. Certain cuts in 
demands under “ General Administration” were either lost or withdrawn and 
then the total demand was put to vote and carried.

Mr. Gole pressed for a cut in the Ministers ’ salaries and urged that their 
pay should be reduced to a nominal amount. In doing so, he said that Minis­
te r  aid nothing for the people during their terms of office and the Nationalist 
Party and the Ministers were merged into the bureaucracy.

Dr. Xhare, in supporting the cut, said that it was not proper for the Minis­
ters to hold office in view of theit opinions regarding the Simon Commission,
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The Hon’ble Mr. Raghavendra Rao repudiated the insinuations and said 
that there was no case where the Government threw out their proposals and 
they did their best to improve the transferred departments. As regards their 
political views in connection with the Simon Commission they had been congrutu- 
lated by the President of the Congress. The cut was pressed and declared lost 
by 9 votes against 43. The Congress Party only voted for the cut.

The demand under the head “ General Administration ” (Transferred) was 
put to vote and carried. The House then adjourned.

A m n e s t r y  t o  P r i s o n e r s .
On the 13TH MARCH, Mr. Kashiprasad Pande moved a motion for the 

adjournment of the House on the ground of total crop failure in the Hindi 
districts of C. P.

The President disallowed the motion. He said that opportunity was given 
to members to speak on the cuts, but they did pot avail themselves of it.

In this connection, it is understood that the Governor refused to receive a 
deputation of members of the Hindi districts on the ground of ill-health.

Mr. Kalikar moved a token cut and pressed for general amnesty to all 
prisoners convicted or undergoing trials in connection with communal riots.
Mr. Hifazat Ali opposed the motion on the ground that no useful purpose would 
be served by releasing such prisoners.

Mr. Khaparde in supporting the motion said that it was brought with the 
best of motives, and in order to restore confidence and to bring about recon­
ciliation between the communities.

Dr. Khare said that more than 30 Mahomedans approached him to support 
the motion of general amnesty.

Mr. Pradhan assured that he had a sympathetic attitude towards Maho­
medans and that amnesty was not meant for the Hindus alone.

Mr. Sherfuddin said that his painful duty was to oppose the motion. Unless 
both the communities arrived at an amicable settlement to arrest further dis­
orders, it was useless to approach the Government for general amnesty.

Messrs. Fuley, Golwalkar, Gole, and Patel supported the motion.
The Hon’ble Mr. Tambe assured the House that the Government would 

pay serious attention to the question of amnesty.
The motion was declared carried by 34 votes against 18. The Mahomedan 

members, except Mr. Rahaman, voted with the officials. The non-official nomi­
nated members including Mrs. Annusiyabai Kale voted in favour of the motion 
for general amnesty. The Ministers abstained from voting.

Censure on Police Grant.
i? ” j 1*1!6 *4TH MARCH Mr. Jaiswal in moving a cut of Rs. 31,359 under 

the head “ Police ” (reserved) said that the expenditure was unjustified.
Mr. Gowan in opposing the motion stated that special reserved and armed 

police were necessary, when there vvere outbreaks of communal riots, for main 
taining peace and order. The motion was carried by 25 votes against 20.

Mr. Kashiprasad Pande raised an objection to the provision of 4 iakhs for 
furniture and apparatus for the Nagpur Science College, but subsequently 
withdrew it.

On the 15TH MARCH demands under the head Education (Transferred), 
amounting to Rs 63 ,97,489 ; under the head Medical (Transferred), amounting to 
Rs. 16,20,5 5 9 ; Public Health (Transferred), amounting to Rs. 6 ,64,3 0 0 ; and under 
the head Agriculture (Transferred), amounting to Rs. 17,42,222 were carried ; as 
also the demands under Industries (Reserved) and Industries (Transferred).

1 he guillotine was applied to the remaining demands. The Council was 
then adjourned “  sine die

G o v e r n o r ’ s C e r t i f i c a t i o n .
Reduction effected by the C. P. Legislative Council under heads “ land 

revenue” “ general administration” , administration of justice and police 
(reserved) were certified by the Governor declaring that expenditures were 
essential to the discharge of his responsibility to administer those departments.
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The Burma Legislative Council.
T h e  G o v e r n o r ’ s A d d r e s s ,

Thr Budget S.ssion of the Burma Legislative Council commenced at Rangoon on the 
9TH FEBRUARY 1928. His Excellency the Governor, who arrived in State at 11 a.m. m 
addressing the Council referred to the impending departure of Sir William Keith, Finance 
Member and dwelt upon the Simon Commission. He said that, they were still waiting for 
a lead from the Government of India about the election of a committee of the local Council 
to co-operate with the Simon Commission. Despite the Secretary of State for India s 
speech the Viceroy's appeal for co-operation and Sir John Simon’s letter, he was afrai 1 that 
some important sections of political thought in India, and some legislative bodies might 
6till adopt the most harmful policy of non-co-operation with the Commission. He hoped 
that the local Council would not follow a lead of that kind but would adopt a policy ot

 ̂ Dealing with crime in the province he expressed horror at the appalling cases of 
murder—3,500 during the last three years. That fact was all the more startling, being 
entirely out of harmony with wbat was a stronghold of Buddhist religion. He had no 
doubt that what really was wanted was the awakening of the public conscience and geneial 
rallying of the people on the side of law and order, for which he was aware he could rely 
on the assistance of the memb'TB of the Council.

The Governor repudiated the suggestion that the cause of refusal to pay the Capita ion 
tax was poverty. There was provision for exemption of the poor. The movement was 
confined to certain well-defined areas, skilfully organised and in many villages led by 
well-to-do men. He conceded that the people were entitled to hold the opinion that the 
Capitation and Tbathameda taxes should be abolished, But the Government had decided 
upon their retention for the present and unless the movement was firmly handled the 
danger would become widespread. He regretted that at the outset of his career as 
Governor of Burma, he should have been compelled to adopt these repressive measures.
The taxes were old taxes, and were bringing in a revenue of more than one crore of rupees 
every year. So far the search for suitable substitutes had proved infructuous. But he 
was prepared to consider any proposals for replacing them, at any rate the Capitation tax, 
by taxes less open to theoretical objection.

Hie Excellency the Governor’s speech was followed by a short recess after which the 
business of the day was taken up

Swearing-in of new members and interpellations being over, Mr. U. Pu, Leader ot the
People’ s Party moved an adjournment motion to consider the action of the Government in
interfering with the liberty of the speech and in imposing restrictions on the members of 
the Minbu Conference, that they must not refer in their speeches to the Capitation and 
Tbathameda taxes and the Couper Committee’s report. The President fixed 4 p m, for 
the discussion of .the motion. .

The Forest Minister introduced the Betting Tax Bill and proposed referring it to a 
Select Committee. The motion was opposed by the People’s party members. But it was 
passed.

Presentation of the Budget.
The Budget was next presented by the Finance Member. The revised estimates for 

1927-28 Bliowed an opening balance of one crore. Receipts amounted to Rs. 11,50,23,000 
and expenditure to Rs. 13,38,64,000. The closing^ balance amounted to Rs. 11,59,000.
The estimated receipts included a proposed loan of 85 lakhs from the provincial loans fund.
The opening balance was actually 17,25,000 or Rs. 7,21,000 m excess of the sanctioned
estimate. , , .

In view of these figures, it had been decided to reduce the proposed loan by 10  lakhs 
to 75 lakhs and to assume a closing balance of 30, instead of Rs. 11,59,000. On the expen­
diture eide, provision was made for Rs. 9,72,44,000 ordinary revenue expenditure,
Rs. 2,58,90,000 capital expenditure, and Rs. 29,59,000 under debt heads or R-. 12,60,93,000 
in all.

Sir William Keith, Finance'Member, introducing the Budget, referred to the Beveral 
pew changes made in the form of the budget, so as to make it more easily understandable.
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After dilating on receipts and expenditure, he remarked that the province had taken on 
a large irrigation and building construction programme, which would be carried out over 
a number of years. The commitments of Burma were not so large as to prevent these 
being financed by loans without getting into deep waters and without imposing fresh 
taxation. He described the Public Accounts committee of Burma as the second most 
efficient in India.

Ban on Minbu Conference,
At i  p.m. the Leader of the People’s Party moved his adjournment motion in connec­

tion with the Minbu Conference. After criticising the orders interfering with the liberty 
of speech, he thought that it was better to allow the people to ventilate their grievances 
publicly. And he could not think how a breach of the peace could bo apprehended from 
such Conferences.

The, Chief Secretary, Mr. Brander, opposing the motion, outlined the history of the 
campaign of non-payment of taxes and quoted several speeches to show that the agitators 
started a vile calumny of the Government, and it was a serious attempt to subvert autho­
rity and break down the system of Government established by law. Ho Government worth 
the name, could do otherwise than to take drastic action in the face of such affairs. The 
Gov rnment, did not object to free criticism. No Government di i. But in the present 
instance, the Government took the view that if the Conference was allowed to discuss the 
subject, the crowds which attended it, would go back with a desire to start the agitation 
in the other parts Df the province. The campaign was merely an attempt to break down 
the system of law and order. The goal, he said, should be reached by constitutional 
methods. He asked the House whether they were ready to encourage those who were 
retarding Burma’s progress and committing violent deeds aud bringing desolation to them­
selves and others.

A lively discussion took place on the motion for two hours, and it was ultimately 
talked out. Of the non-official speakers Mr. U Kyaw Lun of the Golden Valley Party, 
ana Mr. Campagnae (Independent) and some other members of the People’s Party criticised 
it. The Council then adjourned.

Discussion of the Budget.
On the 10TH FEBRUARY general discussion of the budget was initiated by 

Mr. U. Tu, Leader of the People’s Party, who complimented Sir William Keith, Finance 
Member, on his ability, courtesy and industry, and regretted his inpending departure,
This feeling was endorsed by subsequent speakers from different sections of the House.

Mr, U. Pu criticising the budget compared the disparity bitween the police and 
education expenditures, and urged postponement of works involving large expenditure 
not urgently needed. He warned the Government that the present expenditure, if con­
tinued, would involve the country in difficulties. He also referred to the observations 
made by the Auditor-General regarding the rapid growth of provincial expenditure.

Criticism was also levelled by other speakers against the disproportionate increase 
in departments other than nation-building, and on the retention of the Capitation tax, 
the present excise policy and the non-productive civil works budget.

On the 11TH FEBRUARY the Ministers and the members of the Government replied 
to the criticisms made by the non-officials' yesterday during the general discussion of 
the Budget,

The Education Minister said that the cost of education wa9 mounting each year, and the 
Government had been considering the Compulsory Education Bill which he hoped to 
expedite As regards help to h cal bodies, he said that the Government was anxious to do
all in itB power, but it was for the local bodies to show first that they had an interest in 
their own affairs. . . .. ... .. T , „  ,The Forest Minister said that the allegations made in connection with the Land Mart- 
sage Bank Bill were baseless, and explained the present positiou. He dismissed the statement 
that consumption of liquor had increased, and ^aid, rather it was lower than what it 
was before. He said that the total revenue derived from liquor did not exceed J per cent 
of the total provincial revenue and compared very favourably with those, of other provinces 
in India. He quoted the import figures and remarked that Burma was comparatively
speaking very sober. . .

The Hi'tne Member regretted the absence of constructive cnticrsm in the remarks 
made by the members. If the province was to progress, it was necessary that there should 
be law and order, and to obtain that progress, there must be an adequate force to preserve 
law and order. As regards bribery and corruption, he said every attempt had been 
made to suppress them, ant there had been a great improvement during the last few years.
If the members wanted to reduce the policy of expenditure, they should advise the people
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' - to co-operate more with the policy in the suppression of crimes and in the detection 
of culprits.

The Finance Member thanked the members for the kind references to him. He said 
that the expenditure on education and the nation-building departments cumpared favour- 
ably with the figures of ten years back.

As regards the Capitation and Tbathameda taxes, he said that these were Burmese 
indigenous taxes, and it was not possible to abolish them until substitutes could be found.
He concluded by saying that the financial position of Burma was sound. The Council 
then adjourned.

Arms Act Amending Bill.
On the 13TH FEBRUARY the following four bills were passed :—The Burma Military 

police Bill to consolidate and amend the laws relating to the Military Policy in Burma so as 
to embody all the existing Acts ; the Indian Arms Burma Amendment Bill to make clear 
what knivi s are arms, and to prevent people from going about armed with certain knives 
with pointed blades; the Burma sale of Food and Drugs Bill to check adulteration; 
the City of Rangoon Municipal Amendment Bill to empower the Corporation to grant 
gratuities in certain cases; the Burma Municipal Bill to consolidate and amend the 
law relating to the municipalities in Burma ; and the Burma Weights and Measures Bill 
to provide standards to weights and measures for use in Burma.

The India Arms Bill evoked a great deal of discussion in which various members 
took part ; and the members of the people’s Party opp ised it on the ground that it was 
a further attempt of the Government to disarm the people. The provisions in the 
existing Village Act were enough, they declared, to deal with the situation, and that 
the object of the Government would not be achieved by such a measure.

The Bill was passed by an overwhelming mojority. The Council then adjourned.
On the 15TH FEBRUARY the non-official business transacted was the discussion of 

two resolutions, one of which was withdrawn after discussion, while the other which 
evoked a lively discussion was negatived by a majority of 21 votes. The latter resolution 
waste the effect that the appointment of a special officer for the suppression of crime in 
Pegu Division was not necessary.

On the 16TH FEBRUARY Mr. S. Tyabji moved the adjournment of the House to 
discuss a mat.tter of urgent importance, that is, the conduct of members of the Cameron 
Regiment stationed in Rangoon in committing assaults on women and various other offences 
and the public unrest caused thereby.

The President said that he had no information to enable him to decide on the urgency of 
the matter or of its public importance. He noticed that no questions had b"en asked on 
the matter, He therefore suggested to the mover to put certain questions in this connec­
tion to Gov-m nment. and asked the Government to waive the time limit and auswer these 
questions in the course of the next week. If those answers were unsatisfactory the Presi­
dent said the mover could renew his application,

Mr. Tyabji agreed to the suggestion and the matter was dropped.
Two non-official resolutions of provincial concern were then discussed and ultimately 

withdrawn as the movers of the other resolutions on the agenda were absent.
On a point of order raised, the President said that any member who had given notice 

of a resolution should be in his place at the proper time or he should explain his absence.
The Council then adjourned.

On the 18TH FEBRUARY the Council held a short sitting when some official business 
was transacted. On the motion of the Forest Minister the Bill to amend the Burma 
Fisheries Act 1905 to give power for the issue of fishery leases to landowners collectively 
at approved rents was referred to a select committee. The Forest Minister also presented 
the report of the Select Committee on the Burma Betting Tax Bill which provides the 
levy of a tax at 2  and half per cent upon all sums paid as bets into the totalisator and the 
levy of a tax not exceeding one rupee upon every bet made with the bookmaker. The 
Select Committee had recasted the Bill to emphasise the fact that the Bill was to apply only 
to horse rating and pony racing. The Council then adjourned.

Demands for Grants,
On the 20TH FEBRUARY after the Finance Member had moved for a grant 

of two crons, sixty-four lakhs, ninety thousand, eight hundred and seventy rupees for the 
departments under his charge, three token cuts were proposed of which only two were 
put to the vote, odr being withdrawn.

Mr. U. Tha Zan proposed exemption from the Thathameda Tax of the parents of those 
who pass the Patamapyad Pali sacred literature examinations,
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Government opposed the motion tor financial reasons, but it was pressed to a division 
and carried. The People’s Party and several Independents cast their votes in Us favour.

Mr Tharrawaddy U. Pu’s motion urged the abolition of the Capitation and Thathameda 
Taxes and criticised the method of collecting them. He Baid that a sort of reign of terror 
had been instituted by the adoption of repressive measures and called in question the 
conduct of some officials concerned.

Mr. Smyth, the Financial Commissioner, traced the history of this agitation and 
characterised it as a more political stunt without reason or ground.

Mr. Brander, Chief Secretary, Baid that most ot the charges against the officials were 
absolutely unfounded and the mover failed to specify instances. Had not the situation 
in Tharrawaddy been taken in hand in time, active rebellion would bavi taken place.

The Finance Member pointed out that the proper course to reduce taxation was to 
reduce expenditure, but no suggestion had been forthcoming. He referred to the report 
of the Retrenchment Committee which recommended an increased expenditure iusteaf of 
suggesting a reduction. Government accepted the advice of the Committee and was 
indifferent to the retention of these taxes if it could* get sufficient money to carry on. The 
effect of this cut would be that the headman would not, get his commission paid in full, 
but would have to wait for a year. The motion was lost.

Suppression of Bribery,
On the 17TH FEBRUARY, of the four non-official resolutions disposed of in the 

Council, three were withdrawn, while one, which was of some importance, was lost. The 
last resolution recommended the appointment of a committee to enquire into and make 
recommendations to suppress bribery and corruption,

Mr. U. Po Hla, the mover, said that the question was old, and had been discussed 
in the press and on the floor of the House, as its existence was an undeniable fact. The 
taking of bribes was detrimental to the administration of justice and had resulted in the 
public losing confidence in British Rule.

The Chief Secretary opposing the resolution said that the Government had dealt 
firmly and rigorously with any cases exposed, and did not think any good would come 
out through an enquiry by such a committee. After explaining what the Government 
had done in this connection, he said he doubted whether the committee would be in a 
position to put forward proposals to combat the evil. The only way to eradicate the evil 
was by public condemnation.

Mr, U. Pu, supporting the resolution, criticised the corruption in the subordinate 
judiciary.

The Homo Member said that the Government did not deny the existence of the evil 
but every effort had been made to suppress the evil, as a result of which there was a great’ 
reduction in the number of cases. He did not see that any useful purpose would be 
served by such a committee, and asked the members to bring the cases known to them to 
the notice of the Government, He did not think the statement that people had lost con­
fidence in the Government was correct; for even the members of the Opposition had 
admitted that they preferred to be tried for offences by an English Magistrate rather than 
by a Burman Magistrate. No constructive scheme had been put forward to suppress the 
evil. As no case had been made out for the appointment of such a committee, he strongly 
opposed it. The Council then adjourned.

Allegations AgainBt Military.
On the 21ST FEBRUARY at question time Mr. 8. A. 8 . Tyabji asked :—
Whether the Government will be pleased to state if any information with regard 

molestation of women or rowdiness by members of the Cameron Regiment has been 
brought to the notice of the Government;

(2) whether it is true that a girl has been sent to the General Hospital because of ilL 
treatment by members of this regiment;

(3) whether two ladies in Dandwith Road have beeu molosted ;
(4) whether any lady was molested whilst going in a Ticca Gharry ;
(5) whether there was any row between a member or members of the Regiment and 

the Chinese in China Street or in that quarter."
The Home Member said : “ No cases of the nature referred to have been reported to 

the Police, with the exception of one case in which two soldiers broke into a shop and 
committed theft. It is understood that these soldiers have been dealt with by a court- 
martial. Exhaustive enquiries have been made as to the occurrence of any cases of the 
nature referred to ; but information has been forthcoming regarding only, two incidents^
(l) An Anglo-Indian lady was accosted in the streets by three soldiers, and invite 1 to go 
for a drive with them in a taxi. On her refusal, they left her, A European lady whoa
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about to enter her flat in the town was somewhat rudely jostled by some soldiers, who 
were passing,

(2) No ; the allegations have been carefully enquired into and found to be absolutely 
false and without foundation. The hospital records confirm this.

(3) and (i ) No information is forthcoming. In November before the Cameron Regi­
ment came to Rangoon two soldiers on cycles came alongaside a Ticca Gharry, in which 
the lady mentioned was driving. Upon her objection to their presence, they rode away.

(6 ) No Some six months ago a soldier belonging to the Manchester Regiment was 
concerned in an affray with some Chinamen in China Town, and received some injuries.
He was taken in charge by the Garrison Military police, and a report was made to the

POil<After further interpellations, several nominal cuts were moved to the demands made 
bv the Finance Member ; but all motions were lost.

Discussion on another cut on the Finance Member’s demand was proceeding, when
the Council adjourned.

O n  the 22ND FEBRUARY the President informed the House that Mr, Thavrawaddy 
U Pu had sent in notice of a resolution expressing dissatisfaction with the Statutory Com­
mission, but that the resolution did not survive the ballot.

When cuts on budgets were being received the same member sent notice of a nominal 
cut to discuss the Statutory Commission, but no money being provided in the Budget for
the Commission, there could not be any discussion on the Statutory Commission. But in 
order to meet what appeared to be the general wish of the Opposition, he (the President) 
consulted the Governor and the Leader of the House. The Governor had consented to 
admit the motion on the Statutory Commission for discussion, and had fixed h nday after­
noon, so as not to interfere with demands for grants. .

The President alBO said that he bad received notice of a motion expressing confidence 
in the Statutory Commission, and a desire to co-operate with it. He asked other members
to give notice of motions, if they desired to move any.

Mr. Tharrawaddy U Pu objected to this, and asked the President not to allow the 
other side to move any such motion, as his party members, being given to understand 
that his resolution of “  No-confidence”  or cut. would not be allowed, had gone back to
Urn dj[je'president Governor had desired to satisfy the members of the
Council and to give an opportunity to them to discuss the matter.

Mr. U. Pu, Leader of the People’s Party also objected and said that it was a very 
important constitutional question. It was not fair to let the other 6ide move any motion 
on this subject, in view of the fact that the Opposition benches had dwindled in numbers, 
the members having gone back to their districts. . , , ,

The day was devoted to a discussion of eeveral financial cuts. One was lost, while 
the others were withdrawn.

Debate on Working of Reforms.
On the 23RD FEBRUARY opportunity was taken in the Council to raise the question 

of the working of the Reforms in Burma, when after the House had agreed to the 
demands of the Finance Member, Mr. J. K. Munshi, a non-party member, moved a taken 
cut to the demand under the item "  Provincial Legislative Council.”

Mr Munshi explained at the outset that his object was not to censure either the 
Government or any party or any section of the House, but to indulge in constructive 
criticism which would result ultimately in our advautage to the province. An examina­
tion of the working of the Council during the past 12 months would show that they were 
coins backwards. After criticising the work of the various parties in the Council he 
deprecated the tendency of the members to speak iu Burmese, and turning the House 
into a vote-recording machine, which he said was not the object of the Reforms. He 
expressed the opinion that the non-official Europeans were inarticulate and were not carry­
ing out their responsibilities. , , , , . . „ , „  .

A number of members then took part in the debate, the critics of the Reforms being
mostly members of the People’s Party. . t J t ,, , „  . . _

Mr Wroughton, representing the Burma Chamber pointed out that non-official Euro­
peans had been “present during all the debates in the House and participated in such as 
interested them but not in the others, lest they should be misunderstood.

The Chief Secretary, opposing the cut, explained the principles of the Reforms and said 
that the Government members ware doing what they believed to be in the best interests 
of the Government and the province. The principle oE joint responsibility had boen 
accepted, and a new and important convention was being established.



Mr. A. Smyth, Financial Commissioner, said that for tbe Reserved half the Govern­
ment was not responsible to the House, but to the Secretary of State,

Mr. Munshi, the mover of the cut. replying to the debate, drew the attention of the 
House to the statement made by Mr. U. Kyaw Dun that the nominated members were the 
real representatives of the people and the backbone of democracy. He 6trongly criticised

the i T dif by 8myth. tJhat the Government was not responsible to the House
*°£.‘ be ReBe£Yed halfi «ud characterised, in view of that statement, the Home Member’s 
asking the House to grant his demand as a mere farce. He asked the People’s Party to 
follow the tactics of the Swarajists in the Assembly and fight in the Council until the goal 
was achieved, instead of walking out, as it was not in the best interests of the people 
whom they represented in the Council. people

The debate had not concluded, when the Council adjourned till to-morrow.
Debate on Simon Commission.

On the 24TH FEBRUARY the People’s Party again walked out of the Council at the
commencement of the discussion of the motion of confidence in the Simon Commission.

At 4-30 P. m,, the President asked Mr. U, Kyaw Dun to move his motion on the 
bimon Commission.

Mr. U. Pu, Leader of the People’s Party, rose to a point of order, and wanted to 
offei a personal explanation. But he was ruled out by the President on the ground that
was maoved “ g °“  ® genCral P° HOy ° £ hiS Paifcy and sPeakinS the motion before it

to d o t i 'th V s im o n  Commission.^ ^  that bi8 party WOuld have nothinS

o r d /b n t  la fd isa B o le d 'b /i^ e  pK ^ "  ° £ ^  PC° Ple’ 8 P" ty’ al8° 1088 t0  a P°int ° £ 
People’s' Pa,'tv'Uo X X u X r T ’ £oHowfd by dia Party members, amidst cries from the 
from the other side ^  D° What y° U like>”  and Cries o£ “  ° rder> ° rd«  ”
lution1;— KyaW DUD’ mcmber of the Independent Party, then moved the following reso-

co-operSwU°hnS  haS fU l1 C° nlidellCe iD the StatUt°ry Coramis8ion’ and to
■ .,*?£■ ?•, Champagna0’ (Anglo-Indian representative), supporting the motion oriM

cised the People’s Party for imitating the actions of a section’ of Indian poliHc ans He 
deplored the policy of the People’s Party, which he characterised as unstatesmanlike

m l0 ? f Burmans outside the Council, and said that Burma had
nothing to lose, but everything to gain by co-operating with the Commission.
Tnnfinn *1 , ,Au? g (Bu,rman Independent) did not agree with the first part of themotion, but agreed to give evidence before the Commission,

Dr Ba Yin, Education Minister, opined that they should alsvavs trv to c-et what
of boycott ’ aUd 6a,d that DeitbCr hC “ ° r b,S constituency could agree to the barren policy

criticised the People’s’ P^n'y U‘ Tba Za“  a“ d Mr' U’ P° Shein 8UPPorfced the motion, and

Explaining the position, he said that on the 16th January, Mr, Tbarawaddy U Pu nave 
notice of a resolution expressing dissatisfaction with the Simon Commission, but char 
resolution did not survive the ballot. On the 16th February, the same member gave notice 
00 X  ln the budget to discuss the reforms including the Simon Commission, and on the 
7uDd * e?rl'ary the President informed that the diecussion on that cut could not be allowed 
there being no provision for the Commission in the budget.
00 X w  consultation with His Excellency, the President intimated to the House on tho 
2 2nd that His Excellency the Governor had consented to admit the motion on the Com­
mission. Iriday the 24th having been fixed for discussion, the President invited submia-
f T  notice of motions on that subject. As the leader of the People’s Party objected 
the President offered to him postponement of the dr bate to Monday next, but that offer 
was refused. The People’s Party had a month's time to prepare their speech, and the 
objection put forward by the Leader of that Party, he was sure, would not carry weight
with any member of the House. In conclusion, he reiterated his protest at the conduct of the People’s Party. ouuauci

The motion was passed without any dissentient voice,
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Discus6son on Budget.
Earlier in the day, the unfinished debate of Mr. Munshi’s nom im l cut, moved yester­

day being resumed, the Home Member in the course of his reply, referring to the attack 
made on the Ministers from time to time, said that His Excellency the Governor appointed 
the best Minister be was able to get, and if the Opposition wanted to pass a vote of 
censure on the Ministers, they could bring a motion of no-confidence. Concluding, fie 
said, the mover had given a lot of advice, and assured him that he would take his admoni­
tions to heart.

The motion was then withdrawn. .
Another cut moved by a member of the Independent and Golden Valley Party raised 

a discussion on the abolition of the post of Commissioners and it was supported among 
others by members of the People’s Party, .

After discussion, practically for the whole of the day, the cut was pressed to a divi- 
Sion, and carried. The Council then adjourned.

On the 25TH FEBRUARY the members of the People’ s Party, who walked out yester­
day were present but they were only few in numbers.

’ After interpellations, Mr. S. Tyabji, Member, People’s Party, wanted to make a 
statement complaining about the attack made yesterday on his party during the debate 
on the Simon Commission motion in their absence from the House. But he was ruled 
but of order by the President.

Mr, Tyabji remarked that the Opposition expected that the party would be protected 
by tbe Chair in their absence.

The President said that the remark was a personal reflection on tbe Chair, and crieB 
of withdraw ”  arose from official benches.

Eight cuts under various headB in the Home Member’ s demands for grants were 
disposed of to-day, two being lost and the rest withdrawn.

Another cut was under discussion, when the clock struck 5 p.m., and the President 
stopped further discussion, and applied guillotine to all the motions for grants.

The Home Member’s demand for Rs. 3,54,12,440 for his department, the Forest Minis­
ter’s demand for Rs, 2,66,16,590 and the Education Minister’s demand for Rs. 2,27,34,440 
were passed.

Several additional and supplementary grants were also passed. The Council then 
adjourned.

Budget Session Concluded.
On the 27TH FEBRUARY the Council concluded its Budget session. After the tran­

saction of some official business the Council was prorogued. The Fisheries Amendment 
Bill and tbe Burma Betting Tax Bill were passed without any discussion.
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The B. & O. Legislative Council.
The Bihar and Orissa Legislative Council commenced its winter session at 

Patna on the 16TH JANUARY 1928.
In pursuance of the Congress resolution, members belonging to the Congress 

Party in the Council put in their appearance just as the Council met, but after 
a short while, began to walk out one by one. Thus, by the time the new nomi­
nated members had finished their oath-taking, all the Congress benches became 
empty. The members of the Independent Congress Party including Messrs. 
Jagatnarain Lai, Devaki Prasad Sinha and others however remained, and took 
part in the proceedings.

After interpellations, the House proceeded to discuss resolutions.
The first reso’ution stood in the name of Mr. Mahomed Ishaque recommend­

ing that the Urdu script be made optional in the courts of the province. But 
he, being a member of the Congress Party, was not there to move it ; but a 
similar resolution stood in the name of a non-Congress member, Mr. Mahomed 
Hussain, who however moved it, with the difference that he recommended the 
introduction of Urdu as an optional court-script in the three divisions of Tirhut,
Patna and Bhagalpur only.

There was a long discussion on this motion. The mover made it clear, at 
the outset, that it was not on any sentimental ground that he recommended the 
resolution for their acceptance. It was because the Mussalmans in the province 
felt a genuine grievance that they were not allowed to transact their court 
business in the Urdu script. The grounds of administrative and financial diffi­
culties urged against the resolution, were absolutely baseless.

Mr. Mubarak Ali referred to the statistics of students offering Urdu as 
their vernacular at the different University examinations, to show that a lar^e
number of the people studied Urdu, and therefore there was no administrative 
difficulty involved in this matter.

It was urged by some of the supporters of the resolution that Urdu was 
more scientific than Hindi.

The Leader of the House declared on behalf of the Government that the 
Government would remain neutral on this question. The Government members 
would not therefore vote on the resolution ; and it was for non-official members 
to express themselves one way or the other on it.

Mr. Devaki Prasad Sinha condemned the neutral attitude of the Govern­
ment as timid and imbecile. He thought that the matter might have been settled 
at a private meeting of the members. He thought that administrative and financial 
difficulties were great. He appealed to the mover to postpone consideration of 
the question.

Tile motion was put to vote and carried by 14 to 12.
Efforts were made during the interval to persuade the mover and other 

Mussalman members to agree to the withdrawal of the resolution at present, in 
view of the question coming up before the Round-Table Conference, convened 
by Mr. Sachidanand Sinha, but unsuccessfully.
S' ,^not*ler resolution discussed to-day was moved by Mr. Srinandan Prasad 

mgh recommending that no restriction be imposed upon local bodies as regards 
1 Thp 6IS ° /  upper Pr‘mary schools maintained by them.

rwoluhon was withdrawn in view of the asssurance given by the
of primary education111°  symPa‘helically consider the question of the extension

thei/absencf^ain,I t ?  U £  R Y the Swarajist members were again conspicuous bv 
consequence 8 r uley were frequently noticed outside the chamber. K  

A Dy 0f the resolutions on the order paper were not moved.
steps should b?t'aUS mov?d by Mr. Devaki Prasad Sinha, urging that Immediate 
Steps should be taken to unprove the pay, prospects and status of the Subordinat*
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Civil Service, with a view to its total amalgammaticn with the Bihar and Orissa 
Provincial Executive Service.

Agricultural Indebtedness.
Another resolution moved by Mr. Mobarak Ali urged the Government to take 

immediate steps towards the reduction o f agricultural indebtedness, and to estab- 
lish Land Mortgage bants to provide the agriculturists with loans on long and 
easv terms.

After discussion, both the resolutions were withdrawn, in view o f  the sympa­
thetic assurance given on behalf o f the Government. With regard to the firs t 
resolution, it was stated on behalf o f the Government that the memorial submit-
ted by the Sub-Deputy ( ollectors would receive the best consideration.

With regard to the record resolution, the Education Minister suggested to 
the mover not to press the resolution, as he was already considering the matter 
and thinking o f taking steps in the direction indicated.

On the 18 TH  JANUARY the Council held a very short sitting. Owing to the 
absence o f the Swarajist members, a number o f resolutions standing in their
names were not moved. . ,  ,  f  . . . .  ,

l'he resolution o f Mr. Mubarak All for the grant o f more facilities to the
candidates for the pleadership examination, was discussed and ultimately with­
drawn.

Swarajists Oppose Mining Bill.
On the 20TH  JANUARY the Government Bill to offer facilities for the expant 

sion of the mining industry was referred to a select committee. Swarajis- 
members participated, and opposed the measure. The Council then adjourned 
till February 13, when the budget was presented.

The Financial Statement for 1928-29.
On the 1 3 TH  FE B R U A R Y  in introducing the budget for 1 9 2 8 -2 9  the 

Lion. Maharaja Bahadur of Dumtaon, Finance Member said When I pre­
sented the budget 12  months ago, it was anticipated that we should open 
the current year with a balance o f one crore 8 2  lakhs and 80 thousands of 
which 6 6  lakhs and 3  thousand would be the balance o f famine insurance fund 
and the rest would be available for general purposes. When accounts for 1 9 2 6 -2 7  
were finally made up, it was found that our revenue was 1 lakh and 6 8  thousand
more and our expenditure 8 lakhs and 8 7  thousand less than we expected- It is 
not only infrequently cast in the teeth of finance department that it habitually 
under-estimates revenue and over-estimates expenditure. Exactitude is unattain­
able and it is well that error should be on the right side. le a n  only tell the 
Council that I should be sorry to be a member in charge o f a department which 
exhibited contrary tendency. On the present occasion our excess of revenue 
was due entirely to an excess under irrigation. For appropriation purposes 
working expenses of the Irriga'icn  Department are treated as reductions from 
revenue under this one head but at the end of the year charges for establishment 
and tools and plant are distributed proportionately to the works expenditure 
among various major irrigation heads on the expenditure side. The result o f 
this is that eventually there is always an excess of revenue over excesses under 
certain o f irrigation expenditure heads. On the present occasion excess ol 
revenue under irrigation was neutralised to the extent o f 2 lakhs of rupees by an 
unexpected falling off o f revenue under “ miscellaneous unclaimed deposits.”

On expenditure side over 4  lakhs o f rupees lapsed under civil works and 
nearly 3 lakhs under public health. There were lapses o f  over a lakh under 
medical and superannuation and under loans and advances by the provincial 
Government. Reasons for these lapses will no doubt be scrutinised in due course 
by the Public Accounts Committee. The net result o f these excesses o f revenue 
and savings in expenditure was that we started the current year with the opening 
balance of I crore 9 3  lakhs and 3 5  thousand of which 65  lakhs and 3 1  thousand 
were in Famine Insurance Fund. 1 must next refer to difference between original 
and revised estimates of the year 1 9 2 7 -2 8  which is drawing to its close. W e esti- 
mate now that our year will be 5 crores 6 5  lakhs and 3 6  thousand or 2  lakns ana
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6 thousand less than were expected. This is more than accounted for by the fact 
that excise revenue is down by 2 '/2 lakhs. Drought in Bihar floods in Orissa 
and stagnation in coal industry and failure of lac crop in Chota Nagpur have 
all contributed to this result. This is our principal expending source of revenue 
and if it has ceased to expend the warning must not go unheeded. On the other 
hand, we now anticipate that our total expenditure charged to revenue will be 
6 and one fourth lakhs less than we expected 12 months ago. As usual largest 
saving (of 2 lakhs and 87 thousand) occur under civil work. This is due* to 
progress on various works under construction being slower than had been 
hoped. What is not spent this year will have to be carried forward next year 
for works in progress.” There have also been excesses of 66 thousand under 
education and i lakh 29 thousand under irrigation chiefly for repair of flood 
damage in Orrissa for which supplementary demands had been voted bv the 
Council. y

The net result of all this is that we expect to start next year with an opening 
balance of i crore 65 lakhs and 51 thousand of which 69 lakhs and 40 thousand 
wi be balance of famine insurance fund and balance of 96 lakhs and u  thousand 
will be available for general purposes. The total revenue which we expect to 
receive in 192S-27 is 5 crores 74 lakhs and 3 7  thousand. This is about 9 lakhs 
above the revised estimate of the current year but increase is due chiefly to recent 
instruction of the auditor general in accordance with which a number of items 
of receipt which used to be taken in deduction of expenditure are with effect 
from the next year to be treated as revenue. This accounts for increases under 
land revenue and industries.

In dealing with our expenditure I propose to deal separately with thos° 
charges to which we are already committed and those which represent new 
expenditure. The former class of expenditure I shall refer to as “ 1st edition ’> and 
the lattei as ‘ 2nd edition” expenditure because it is only at the second sta»e of 
preparation of budget that any new expenditure is included in it. The 1st edition
expenditure debitable to revenue amounts to 5 crores 72 lakhs and 27 thousand
and other expenditure to 20 lakhs and 42 thousand. Total 5 crores 92 lakhs 
and 69 thousand. Minimum ordinary closing balance that we consider it proper 
to maintain is about 75 lakhs which is something less than two months’ average 
expenditure Last year it is true that we budgeted for a lower sum but w 
were monetarily expecting an alteration to be made in rules relating to famine
™  i l  L l l .  Crbr,r, , “ ’ C " ,eas' d “  '“ S ' '" »<  the t a ?  „ T u r

' T • j ■ 1™Portant al>d difficult point to decide with regard to the dis- 
posal of remainder is how much of it should be utilised for recurring expenditure 
Our revenue for 1928-29 being 5 crores 74 lakhs and 37 thousand and our first 
edition expenditure debitable to revenue 5 crores 72 lakhs and 27 thousand. It 
is evident that unless there is some fact to be considered which does not appear
on surface, there is very little scope for increasing our recurring commitments. 
Balance of our resources and commitments is fairly shown by relation between 
our anticipated revenue and our first edition expenditure of 1928-29. If our 
ra'|enUe 1S to lncrease so also our expenditure Without any further specific 
additions to it on our part. Margin of safety of our normal revenue over our 
normal expenditure is therefore very small.

While our excise revenue was increasing by half a crore we were increasing 
our recurring expentiture also by half a crore. Days when we could ao tha  ̂
chit tllin£ are. g°ne- Until some radical change occurs in our position we 

have to restrict our iresh recurring commitments within very narrowei 
imits. After most anxious consideration 1 consider that an ultimate extra re

t o ™ L “ ty t L 79 .|t1houSa,nd marks the very limit up to which it is sale tor til 
- go tms year. This will involve recurring expenditure next year of 73 thousand.
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A sum of 15 lakhs and 97 thousand had been set aside for non-recurring expen­
diture on principle. I am painfully conscious of the fact that this budget is bound 
to be disappointing to the council and more particularly to my friends, the 
Honourable Ministers.

On the 14TH FEBRUARY the Swarajist members attended the Council and 
used their weight in refusing reference of the Bihar and Orissa Mica Bill, an 
official measure, to the Select Committee. , ... , ,

The consideration of the non-official Bill piloted by Khan Bahadur Mahomed 
Naim, seeking to introduce separate electorates for the Musalmans for the 
District Board elections and a statutory minimum of 25 per cent seats tor the 
Mussalmans, was postponed till the August session of the Council.

Moslems and Local Bodies.
The Khan Bahadur, in moving the reference of his Bill to amend the Local 

Self-Government Act to the Select Committee, said: The last District Board 
elections had resulted practically in the non-representation of the Mussalmans.
The elections in 27 District Boards had gone without any Moslem repiesentalion.
He pointed out that Moslem interests had suffered immensely through the present 
arrangement of joint eleclorates in the District Board elections. Moslem feeling 
on the question was very strong and he, therefore, urged that piopet adequate 
Moslem representation could only be secured through separate electoiates.

The Hon. Mr. Ganesh Dutta Singh, Minister for Local Self-Government, 
replying on behalf of Government, stated that the opinion of the country on the 
question of electorates was sharply divided and even among the Mussalmans 
there was no unanimity on the question. The question of minority representation 
would soon be engaging the attention of the Statutory Commission and was 
already engaging the attention of the All-India political leaders and it would not, 
therefore, be desirable for this Council to commit itself one way or the other at 
this stage. The next District Board elections would not take place before 1929
and hence he thought there was no harm if the Bill was postponed till the next
session of the Council. He was aware that the result of the last two elections 
was unfavourable to the Mussalmans. He was of opinion that the fixing of seats 
on a uniform basis for all the districts could not be justified. He stated that 
Government would be prepared to support reference of the Bill to the Select 
Committee, but their future attitude towards the Bill would depened upon the 
form in which the Bill would emerge from the Select Committee.

The mover agreeing, the Bill was postponed till the August session.

Mica Bill.
The Hon. Mr. Sifton moved that the Bihar and Orissa Mica Bill be referred 

to the Select Committee. Mr. Sifton explained at length the necessity of the
legislation. ,

Messrs. Ram Dayalu Sinha and Nirsu Narayan Singh (Swarajists) protested 
against a remark made by the Hon Mr. Berthoud, Commissioner of Excise and 
Salt in the riremorandum of opinion collected on the Bill, as in their opinion it 
meant a reflection on the Council. The remark against which objection was 
taken ran: “ I do not believe that the Bill will pass through the Council owing 
to the fact that the vast majority of firms,and individuals engaged in the Mica 
trade are interested in stolen Mica.” The Swarajist members insisted that the
remark should be withdrawn. . ,

The Hon Mr. Sifton, the leader of the House, explained that it was printed 
through a mere accident and as soon as he had seen it he gave instructions that 
it should be removed. , _

Government motion for the reference of the Mica Bui to a Select Committee 
was rejected by 42 votes to 28. The Council then adjourned till the 21st February 
when a general discussion on the Budget was be held.

(FOR FURTHER PROCEEDINGS SEE VOL. II.)
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The League Against Imperialism.

B  R U  S  S  E L L  S  -  9 , 1 0 , 1 1 ,  D E C E M B E R  1 9 2 7 .

The General Council of the League against Imperialism in a Conference 
at Biussolls on the 9th, 10th and 11th December 1927, pointing out the im* 
peiialist oppression by Britain, France and America in the different countries 
of the world and urging the workers of both imperialist and colonial countries 
to unite themselves in a common fight against Imperialism, resolved “ to 
create a powerful organisation of the League Council embracing militant 
mass organisations in the imperialist and colonial countries to face the 
offensive of imperialism .

The hypocrisy of the so-called Labour sympathy with the peoples who 
are struggling for freedom are mercilessly exposed. The League sounds a 
timely warning to the oppressed workers to guard against the bourgeosie 
tendency to create division among nationalist ranks.

In another resolution on the “ War Danger” the Council appreciates 
soviet s great gesture at Geneva of total Disarmament by land, sea and air 
and on the contrary, declares the big Powers’ negotiations on disarmament 
as an impudent fraud. Imperialism is made synonymous with war, the peril 
of which is constantly present. The fratricidal massacres can be stopped 
only by the strong alliance of workers of imperialist countries with those of 
the colonies.

The following in the full text of the resolutions that were passed by the 
League and is reproduced from “ Forward ” of Calcutta

He l p  t h e  C h i n e s e  R e v o l t .
T.he General Council of the League against Imperialism considering the following facts passed a political resolution wmsiucnug me

the col'onfes Chas^beMmpSe'S ConF efs of tIle League, the imperialist policy in 
countries1'thekffloventfm)6 f lnc,ea®lnS|y aggressive. In a number of oppressed
formidable imperialist L a c k ^ F r e n  1/ ^ ° ™  r&S su^ ered in the face of
Morocco and Svril t i  ' a l rench imperialism has crushed the revolt in 
supremaev over the de A\me’?can army and navy have helped reaction to gain 
r S w  r d  democratic forces in Nicaragua reducing it to the status 

• . ltable colony. In all the other Latin American countries, United States
imperialism supports reactionary Governments against the will o f the democratic 
masses. The insurrections in Java and Sumatra have been defeated by brutal 
measures o f repression. Dutch imperialism has introduced a veritable reign o f 
error in Indonesia. Even the Chinese revolution has met a setback, mainly 
vmg to the concentrated efforts of all the imperialist powers. Finally, British 
penahsm has thrown down a most insolent challenge to the Indian nationalist 

determfn re ûslnS the Indian people the most elementary rights o f self-

obip^? situation the task of the League is to intensify its activities with the 
rev 1 ,• mobffising in a world-wide resistance to imperialist offensive, all the 
nial ptl0na' y forces fighting for freedom and democracy in the oppressed colo­
be frr ctUmneS' Tile hero'c efforts of the oppressed peoples to free themselves can 
sunn!! r5te,d bY imPerial«sm if they are not united and are not fully and effectively 
val o f the t0l!lrig masses in the imperialist countries, The gigantic uphea-
o f • Lhmese people, which has dealt a severe blow to the power and nresdfre
° f lmPeriahsm in the Far East, enlisted the sympathy o f toiling m asses^
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the imperialist countries, but the sympathy could not find a sufficiently effective 
expression in action to prevent imperialist intervention in China.

Labour’s Hypocrisy.
(2) . The reformist and social democratic leaders of the Labour movement 

in the imperialist countries are largely responsible for the insufficient action of 
the proletariat in the imperialist countries to assist effectively the struggle for 
national freedom in the colonies. These leaders not only sabotaged the action 
of the proletariat in support of revolutionary movements in the colonies, they 
actually endorse the imperialist policy of colonial exploitation. They fully believe 
in the imperialist doctrines of the “ white man’s burden,” “ civilising mission ” 
etc. The official policy of the Socialist International and of the International 
Federation of Trade Unions (Amsterdam) as regards imperialist intervention 
in China, for example, was to make a hypocritical protest while agreeing with the 
imperialist Government on the necessity of taking measures “ to protect foreign 
lives and property in China.”

The General Council of the League, which has on it a number of represen­
tatives of the revolutionary sections of the political and industrial labour move­
ment in the imperialist countries is of the opinion that the official policy of the 
Socialist and Amsterdam Internationals as regards imperialism does not corres­
pond with the interests of the proletariat masses in the imperialist countries.

There was a time when a small part o f the super profit derived from colonial 
exploitation could be devoted to create imperialist prejudice among the home 
proletariat. The situation has radically changed. From this period o f capita­
list decline the super profit derived from colonial exploitation must be increased
by intensified exploitation and is badly needed for the stabilisation of capitalism 
at home. Thus colonial exploitation is an indispensable method of capitalist 
rationalisation having an adverse influence upon the economic conditions o: the 
whole proletariat. By exploiting more intensively the cheap colonial labour 
through industrialisation, imperialism seeks to lower the standard of living of 
the home proletariat.

In these conditions the interests of the proletariat in the imperialist countries 
demand an end of colonial exploitation. And colonial exploitation cannot cease 
to have an adverse effect upon the economic conditions of the home proletariat, 
unless the oppressed peoples become completely free. The League, therefore, 
must explain the situation to the toiling masses in order to mobilise them in a 
real struggle against imperialism in conjunction with the oppressed peoples. It 
must be explained to the masses that the social democratic theory of helping the 
backward races to advance gradually on the road to self-determination is a 
direct aid to imperialism and therefore detrimental to the interests of the home 
proletariat.

Need of Uniting the Workers.
(3) . Since its formation the League had done considerable work of agita­

tion and propaganda. The call of the League has found a response in the 
colonial countries. A certain amount of sympathy for the League has also been 
aroused in the imperialist countries. To give definite organisatorical shape to 
these preliminary achievements is the task of the League in the immediate future.
The League must penetrate proletarian mass organisations in the imperialist 
countries. In the colonial countries it must base itself upon all the social classes 
that are prepared to cari y on a real struggle against imperialism for national 
freedom. While endeavouring to mobilise all available forces in a joint struggle 
against imperialism, the differentiation inside the nationalist movement in the 
colonies should be noted. As the movement for freedom inevitably develops 
revolutionary social aspects (liquidation of feudalism and other forms of native 
reaction), the upper Strata of the colonial population leaves the movement and 
tends to a compromise with imperialism. This process of class-differentiation 
greatly helps imperialism in its fight against the Chinese revolution. As the 
national revolution developed, the feudal bourgeois elements left the nationalist 
ranks and aliied themselves with imperialism against the revolution. Finally, 
the Kuo-Min-Tang as a whole betrayed the national revolution. A similar

/ x t f *  ■ G° f e X
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process is to be expected in other colonial countries also. In India the 
land-owning class and the big bourgeoisie are willing to compromise with 
the British imperialists in return for some concessions on the part of the 
latter. These elements weaken the nationalist movement by creating the illusion 
that national freedom is possible inside the British Empire. While supporting 
and organising every form of resistance to imperialist domination, the League 
must base itself primarily on those classes that must conduct a revolutionary 
struggle for complete national freedom, namely the workers, peasants and the 
democratic petty bourgeois masses.

Conflict of Imperialist Interests.
(4) . As regards the right of exploiting the so-called backward races, all

the imperialist powers are united, but the rivalry of particular inteiests cieates 
conflicts between imperialist governments. This conflict can be often utilised 
to promote the cause of freedom of this or th'at colonial people. But the League 
is of the opinion that under no circumstances should this tactical policy be 
adopted at the sacrifice of the struggle against imperialism as such. The League 
should also support the semi-colonial states, for example, of Central and South 
America (Mexico, Nicaragua etc.) to their resistance to the aggression of the 
great imperialist powers. . , . . . ^

(5) . Finally, the General Council of the League is of the opinion that the
set-backs suffered by the movement for freedom in a number of colonial countries 
do not provide reason for pessimism. On the contrary, they impose upon the 
League the great responsibility of organising active support for those peoples 
who are bearing the brunt of imperialist attack and terror. For example, the 
debacle of the Kuo-Min-Tang has left the workers and peasant masses alone 
in the struggle for national liberation. They are faced with a formidable counter­
revolutionary united front of the imperialists, militarists, native feudal reaction 
and the renegade bourgeoisie. The Chinese people need international support 
more urgently than ever. The League must undertake to organise this support 
for the Chinese revolution. .

The General Council resolves to create a powerful organisation of the League 
embracing militant mass organisations in the imperialist and colonial countries 
to face the offensive of imperialism.

R e s o l u t i o n  o n  ‘ ‘ W a r  D a n g e r ’ ’.
In the same meeting of the League Council the following resolution on the 

“ War Danger ” was passed :—
The General Council of the League against Imperialism and Colonial Oppres­

sion records its appreciation of the great gesture for peace made by the Soviet 
Delegation at the Disarmament Conference at Geneva, in its proposals for tola! 
Disarmament by land, sea and air. The Council considers this proposal the 
more significant, because it is in striking contrest with the public announcement 
made a few days later by President Coolidge on behalf of American im­
perialism, as it were in reply to the Soviet Republic’s proposal for complete 
disarmament, that the piling up of armaments by the U. S. A. would continue 
under the guise of safeguarding “  national security.” Similar statements were 
also made by British Ministers. , . . .  ,

Nor are these mere empty boasts. In America and Britain, first and fore­
most, and in every other capitalist country also, the burden of expenditure on 
armaments grows greater every year; and the productive forces of society are 
diverted more and more from constructive to destructive ends. Year after year 
Sees the invention and mass production of more and more hideous and costly 
means of destruction—tanks, big guns, air bombs, poison gas etc. Simultaneously 
the moral and ideological preparations for war ate being intesified, by piopa- 
ganda through the schools, the press, the film, military displays etc. to cast a 
false halo around militarism, navalism and imperialism. .

The Lithunian-Polish crisis, the constant friction between fascist Italy 
and her neighbours, above all, the constant provocation offered to the l  nion of 
Soviet Socialist Republics by hostile acts which, in other circumstances, would 
inevitably entail war (the attacks on Soviet consulates and officials in particular),
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demonstrate how powerful are the forces making for war and how everpresent 
is its danger. But these and similar incidents are only the pretext, not the 
cause o f war, just as the monstrous growth o f armaments is only a visible proof 
of the peril, not an explanation of its cause.

International Antagonism.
The war peril is growing once more because the robber imperialist powers 

are once more finding themselves locked in conflict throughout the world, first 
of all over the redistribution of the right to oppress the colonial peoples and 
subject races, to monopolise colonial markets and sources of raw materials, 
to swell super-profits out of cheap colonial labour. The struggle between British 
and American imperialism over the right to exploit China, Central and South 
America and the peoples of Eastern Europe; the struggle between French 
and Italian imperialism over the economic control of the Mediterranean shores 
and between French and British imperialism over the right to exploit Syria, 
Palestine, Arabia and the Near East generally—these are typical of the fatal 
internal antagonism of imperialism which show themselves, now here, now there, 
but always and eveywhere bring the peril a step closer.

Even those antagonisms, however, are temporarily reconciled whenever the 
imperialist world as a whole finds itself face to face with the Union o f Soviet 
Socialist Republics, the first great challenge to world imperialism. The U.S.S.R. 
does not depend for its existence on the subjection and exploitation o f colonial 
peoples, since the power of the imperialist bourgeoisie who formerly ruled Tsarist 
Russia has been utterly destroyed. Consequently the U.S.S.R. is the only power 
which could come to Geneva with a genuine and practical scheme for dis­
armament.

On the other hand, the very existence of the U.S.S.R. is a standing encourage­
ment of the oppressed colonial peoples, and therefore an object of perpetual and 
increasing hostility to the imperialists of all countries. Military, diplomatic and 
moral preparations for war on the U.S.S.R. have been pushed ahead by British 
imperialism in particular, ever since its present Conservative Government came 
to office, and the rupture of diplomatic relations in May, 1927, was an important 
step forward towards this object.

The bloody intervention of British imperialism in China, during 1927 and 
the heavy temporary defeat it has inflicted upon the Chinese revolution both 
directly and through its agents, the Northern and the Kuo-Min-Tang’s militarists, 
are a lurlher measure of the fact that war to-day is inseparable from imperialism.
The revolt o f the 40 0  millions of the Chinese people, in which the exploited masses 
— the working class and the peasantry— were playing an increasingly active 
part, was encouraging similar movements for national liberation in all oppressed 
countries. And tor this very reason British imperialism, supported more or less 
actively by Japanese, French and American imperialism, was determined not 
only to destroy it by lorce of arms, but to launch an attack, if necessary, upon 
the Soviet Union also, as the ally, guide and champion of revolutionary China.

Talk of Disarmament is a Fraud.
The League against Imperialism and Colonial Oppression calls upon the 

toilers and the exploited of the whole world to realise that, so long as imperialism 
lasts, So long will new bloody catastrophes menace the peace of the world and 
the lives of millions. So long as a few robber cliques of financiers can continue 
to appropriate and monopolise the exploitation of natural resouices, of human 
labour, of the ordinary requirements of existence, so long will they continue the 
struggle over these privileges as the price of countless lives, endless suffering, 
boundless destruction. In these wars it is upon the colonial people that falls the 
roam burden of suffering, of material loss, and of human wastage of human life. 
Their countries become the theatre of military operations, their manhood becomes 
canon fodder in the war to rivet the chains of imperialist slavery still more 
firmly on their own bodies. Therefore, it is to the special interest of the colonial 
peoples to fight against the war danger and, in the event of imperialist wars 
breaking out, to refuse to aid or participate in them. The League declares that 
all the imperialist talk of disarmament and of securily are an impudent fraud,
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since they continue to rely upon arms to shoot dow n their own workers and 
colonial slaves, and the only security they conceive o f  is security for their profits 
at the price o f  the misery and the destruction o f human race.

T he League calls upon the workers o f  the im perialist countries, in particular, 
to realise that in a close, fraternal and effective alliance with oppressed peoples 
for the overthrow  and destruction o f  imperialism lies the only hope for the 
galvation o f  mankind from  new fratricidal m assacres.

R e s o l u t i o n  o n  C h i n a .
Following is the text of the resolution of the League on the Chinese 

question :—
A fter hearing the reports o f  the delegates from the All-China Labour F ed era ­

tion, from the peasants’ unions as well as o f  several other Chinese com rades, 
who have until recently been official representatives o f  the Kuom intang in E urope 
and A m erica, the General Council o f  the League against Imperialism makes 
the following declarations :—

(1) Imperialist intervention and the betrayal o f  the native burgeoisie have 
dealt a series o f  defeats to the national revolution in China.

(2) T he official policy  o f the Second International and the International 
Federation o f  T rad e  U nions (Am sterdam ) as regards the Chinese revolution is 
a flagrant violation o f  the principle o f  self-determ ination and a d irect support 
for imperialist intervention.

(3) In spite o f  im perialist and m ilitarist terror, the Chinese w orking class 
stands firmly and loyally on the road to revolution. T he fascist unions set up 
in Shanghai by the militarists and the renegade nationalist bourgeoisie d o  not 
have the support o f  the proletarian masses who are behind the All-China Labour 
Federation.

^4) The national revolution not on ly weakened the position o f  foreign  im­
perialism but also threatened to liquidate native reaction  (feudalism) as the 
means to the dem ocratisation  o f  the political and econom ic life o f  the people.
In view o f  this, the reactionary feudal bourgeois elem ents left the nationalist 
front and began a fierce attack  upon the workers’ and peasants’ m ovem ent.
A fter a period o f  vacillation between revolution and cou n ter-rev o lu tion , the 
Kuom intang as a whole finally betrayed the national revolution. T he Kuom in­
tang has surrendered itself to the feudal militarists and frankly repudiated its 
own ideals and program m e. T he workers and peasant masses had suffered and 
Sacrificed So heroically for the national revolution and had stood loyally by the 
Kuom intang, while under the fire o f  im perialist guns the feudal bourgeois element 
deserted it. N ow  in the territories o f  the K uom intang there is a reign o f  terror. 
W orkers and peasants are m assacred in thousands. T he Kuom intang flag is 
soiled with the blood o f  the working class. T he Kuom intang has abandoned the 
struggle against im perialism and has undertaken task o f  crushing the revolution. 
Consequently it has becom e an instrument ot imperialism. The national revolution 
can  no longer develop under the Kuom intang flag. A s a  matter oi fact, having 
betrayed its own ideals and program m e, the Kuom intang has destroyed itself.
It is broken up into warring groups with only one tiling in com m on, namely, 
hatred for the workers and peasants who stand true to the cause o f  dem ocratic 
national freedom .

(5) F oreign  imperialism, native reaction  and the renegade nationalist bour­
geoisie have m ade a united front against the Chinese revolution. O ver 90 per 
cent o f  the population o f  China belong to the exploited classes. They must 
continue the struggle against im perialist oppression and native reaction. M ore 
than ever they are in need o f  support from the toiling masses in the im perialist 
countries and revolutionary dem ocratic movements in the colon ia l countries. 
T hey must organise their support and help the Chinese masses to overthrow  
imperialism and destroy native reaction in spite of the treachery o f  the Second 
International and the debacle o f  the Kuom intang.

R e s o l u t i o n  o n  P e . s i a .
The Socialist Party and the Republican Revolutionary Parties of Persia
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~ subm it the follow ing resolution con cern in g  the general situation in Persia  to the 
G eneral C ouncil o f  the League against Im perialism  :—

(1) A bolit ion  o f  all unequal treaties.
(2) A ll secret agreem ents by an im perialist governm ent which m ight harm  

the in depen den ce  o f  Persia  will not be recogn ised .
(3) T o  break the chain o f  exploitation  o f  the foreign  capitalists, who due to 

the unequal treaties, are able to exploit the Persian  workers.
(4) T o  ca ll to the proletariat o f  the wot Id to com e in an  effective m anner to 

the aid o f  the Persian w orkers who are exploited in the most ferociou s m anner 
in the workshops and above all in the petroleum  con cession s o f  the A n g lo -P ers ia n  
Com pany.

(5) W e  ask the L eague to in tervene through the m em bers o f  the E nglish  
Parliam ent— we are in a position  to m ake a protest— against the four dem ands 
w hich the G overnm ent o f  G reat Britain addressed to Persia and w hich constitutes 
in our eyes a flagrant violation  o f  the independence of this country.

T h is  to rem ind you o f  these dem ands :—
(a) R ecogn ition  o f  the Persian  debts w hich are not at all justified.
(b ) Establishm ent o f  a ir lines betw een the cen tra l regions o f  Persia and the 

Persian  Gulf.
(c ) R ecogn ition  o f  the G overnm ent o f  Irak.
(d) R e-establishm ent o f  Sheikh K hazaal.

R e s o l u t i o n  o n  I n d o n e s i a .
The text of the League's resolution on Indonesia runs as follows :—

T h e  G eneral C ouncil o f  the L eagu e aga in st Im perialism  and for N ational 
In d ep en d en ce  held on  D ecem ber 9th, 10th and n t h ,  1927 at Brussels, h av ing 
heard the report o f  the Indonesian  delegation  con cern in g  the con d ition s  in 
In d on esia , protests energetica lly  against

(1) the m ass arrests and deportations o f  Indonesian fighters fo r  freedom  
without any t r ia l ;

(2) the arrest o f  the lead in g  m em bers o f  the Perhim poenan  In donesia  who 
are  kept in prison for  m ore than three m onths ;—

D e cid e  support with all stren gth  the Indonesian  liberating m o v e m e n t; and
A pp ea ls  to the D utch  proletariat to strengthen  the pow er o f  the Indonesian 

m ovem ent for freedom  which is labou rin g  under regim e o f  ruthless oppression, 
by  rallying to  the D utch  Section  o f  the L eagu e to w hich the P erhim poenan 
Indonesia  representing the Indonesian  em ancipation  m ovem ent is affiliated.

R e s o l u t i o n  o n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s .
T h e  Philippines d e leg ate , realising that another world war is inevitable 

and is likely to be fought in the P acific, at the expense o f  the w orkers o f  the 
w orld  in general and the w orkers and oppressed peoples o f  the P acific in par­
ticular, subm its the follow ing resolution :

(1) T hat the G eneral C ouncil shall instruct the E xecutive Com m ittee to 
devise ways and m eans by which the w orkers o f  the N orth  and South A m erican  
cou ntries, the w orkers and nationalists o f  Indonesia and China, and the w orkers 
and nationalists o f  the Philippines cou ld com e into close con nection , so as to help 
one another

(a ) in the event o f  an  im perialist cou ntry  trying to suppress by  force  any 
national m ov em en t; or

(b )  in the event o f  an im perialist cou ntry  attem pting to use force  behind its 
con cession s and investm ents or

(c ) in the event o f  an im perialist country  trying to use the w orkers to fight 
for its own creed and profits.

(2 )  T hat the G eneral C ouncil shall instruct the E xecutive Com m ittee to 
establish a  branch  o f  the L eague in the Philippines, the function  o f  w hich shall be

(a ) to win by all m eans the Philippine nationalists and w orkers into the 
L e a g u e ;

(b) to keep rem inding them that to win b a ck  their freedom  they should u3e 
force with the help o f  all w orkers throughout the world j
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(c) to keep the E xecutive Committee inform ed o f  the Philippine situation in 
order that, in the event o f  a Philippine revolt against A m erican  imperialism, the 
Executive Committee cou ld  give im m ediate instructions to the different secre­
tariats throughout the world as to the method to be used in helping the Philippine 
revolution to a succesful end.

R e s o l u t i o n  o n  I n d i a .
T he te x t  of the L eagu e ’s resolution  on India runs as fo llow s :

The G eneral Council o f  the League against Imperialism declare its com plete 
solidarity with the Indian people in the latter’s opposition to the British G overn­
ment s proposal o f  a Commission o f  the British Parliam ent to investigate India ’s 
fitness for self-governm ent.

T he appointm ent o f  this Commission^ o f  the exploiters to grant “  reform s ”  
to the peoples whom they exploit is nothing but an im pudent farce, and the 
General Council heartily supports the Indian national m ovem ent’ s resolve to 
boycott the Commission.

The General Council notes with disgust that the British Labour Party leaders 
and M embers o f  Parliam ent have m ade com m on cause with the British im peria- 
lists on this question, by supporting the Conservative G overnm ent’s proposal o f  
the Commission and by endorsing without any but the weakest support to Com rade 
Saklatvala in Parliam ent the participation o f  two Labour representatives.

The General Council declares that this open united front o f  the British 
capitalists and British Labour leaders in defence o f British im perialism , which 
has no parallel since the black  days o f  August 1914, is as harmful to the workers 
o f  the oppressed countries, since they are exploited by the same ruling class.

T he League against Imperialism pledges the whole-hearted suppor t o f  all 
its adherent organisations and sections to the Indian national m ovem ent in the 
struggle. A t the same time it urges all genuine enemies o f  imperialist oppression 
in India to concentrate on rallying the masses around the positive slogan o f  
com plete independence for India— the sole real threat to the power o f  British 
imperialism— and on the election of a Constituent A ssem bly to consider the entire 
question o f  the political future o f  India, which should be prepared by the creation  
o f  local com mittees, mass dem onstrations, and the widest possible participation 
o f  the masses o f  the people generally. y

L e a g u e ' s  S c h e m e  o f  W o r k ,
T h e Leaguo adop ted  the fo llow in g  resolution  outlin ing a general schem e 

o f their im m ediate fu ture w ork  : —
. f-— Basis o f  O rgan isation :— All political organisations, all Parties T rad e- 

U nions and persons who are fighting against capital-im perialist dom ination for 
the self-determ ination o f  all nations, for the national liberty o f  all people 
for the equal rights o f  all races, classes and individuals, shall be allow ed to 
affiliate to the League against Imperialism and for N ational Independence

II.— Plan o f  O rganisation :— ( i )  The Executive shall aim at the organising 
th each  colon ial and each capitalist country, so far as practicable, a Section o f  
the League consisting o f  all organisations and individuals that endorse the 
policy  o f  the League and affiliate to the Section.

(2) T aking into account the particular situation in each  country, the E xecu ­
tive shall seek to obtain affiliation to the International League o f  all organisations, 
at the same time inform ing the N ational Section in question o f  the new affiliation.'

(3) W herever possible, the Executive shall encourage the holding o f  C on­
ferences or Congresses by the National Sections or Group Conferences in wh ich 
representatives o f  both the exploiting E m pire and its exploited colonial peop les 
should participate. ‘

HI.— Immediate O rganisatorical Steps :— (1) The E xecutive must publish 
regularly a News Bulletin in several languages to dissem inate in form ation  about 
imperialist oppression and the activities o f  the League.

(2) T h e G eneral Council em pow ers the E xecutive to explore the possibilities 
o f  publishing a monthly organ  o f  the League. T he organ  should be a journal
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dealing with im perialism , the attitude o f  various classes and parties in relation 
to it, ^colonial exploitation, all aspects o f  the struggle for freedom  in the 
colon ies, etc. . . .

(3) N ational Sections o f  the League must be crea ted  and developed  in themost im portant im perialist countries, nam ely E ngland, F rance, and the U nited 
States. T he main basis o f  the League should be secured by the affiliation o f  
Parties, Sections o f  Parties, Trade-U nions and other organisations prepared to 
take an active part in the stru ggle  against im perialism . T o  guarantee that 
the affiliated sections o f  the League will be live organisations, prom oting the anti­
im perialist struggle, they should be m ainly upon the basis o f  dues paying indivi­
dual mem bership. ,

(4) In the colonial countries, the League must seek the affiliation o f  the 
nationalist organisations, and chiefly ol the peasant and labour organisations.

(5) A l l  affiliated organisations shall pay dues either to the national sections 
or to the Central O ffice o f  the League a ccord in g  to agreem ent reached betw een 
the League and its sections. T h e proportion  o f  dues received by  the sections 
and paid by them to the Central Office, shall be determ ined in each  case  b y  
agreem ent between the E xecutive Com m ittee and the section involved.

(fc) The Executive should seek to secure  the affiliation o f  all T rad e-U n ion s, 
and particularly o f  the Pan-P acific T rad e  U nion  Federation .

(7) T he central apparatus o f  the League should be  strengthened by the 
creation  of an efficient secretariat. T he E xecutive is em powered to decide 
w hich is the most suitable seat o f  the International S ecretaria t and how the 
efficiency o f  the Secretariat will be strengthened.

Protest A gainst Second International.
W ith  reference to the docum ent o f  O ctober 7th 1927 published by the L. S. I. 

(Second International) purporting to be a “ H istory o f  the League against 
Imperialism ”  and alleging that the League was nothing; but a com m unist m ano­
euvre, the General Council o f  the League against Im perialism ,

Protests em phatically against the publication  o f  this m isleading, unjustified 
and untrue docum ent, which this General Council regards as a d irect a ttack  on 
the num erous nationalist organisations o f  the oppressed peoples, affiliated to the 
League, and on all revolutionary w orkers taking part in the w ork o f  the League ;

D eclares that by its action  the Second In ternational is violating the prin­
ciples o f  Socialism  and assisting the capitalist and the im perialist G overnm ents, 
which are continually and everywhere arresting and condem ning active nationa­
lists for alleged “ com m unist”  activities, “  relations with M oscow  ”  etc  ; and

U rges all socialist w orkers, mem bers o f  the parties affiliated to the 
Second International, to adhere to their socialist principles, to support by all 
m eans the struggle for freedom  o f their com rades in the oppressed countries, and 
consequently to d isregard  the attitude o f  the leaders o f  the Second International 
an 1 to affiliate individually or by groups to the sections o f  the League in their 
particu lar country.

The Executive Committee of the League.
Subsequently a meeting of the Executive Committee o£ the League against Imperialism was field in Brussels on April 28 under the chairmanship of the new President of the League. James Maxton, Chairman of the Independent Labour Party of Great Britain. Among those who were, besides Maxton (Great Britain) : Edo Fimmen (Holland) Vice-President of the League and General Secretary of the International Transport Workers’ Federation ;Dr A Maiteaux, (Belgium), S, Saklalvaia, (Great Britain); Willi Muuzjuberg, (Germany) : Hansin Liau (China); R, Bridgeman (Great Britain), Secretary of the British League against Imperialism ; Abdur Manaf (Indonesia) ; Secretary of the Dutch League against 

Imperialism : and V, Chattopadbya (India). .
'The meeting of the Exicutive was devoted principally to organisational and financial 

questions c ncerning both the International Secretariat as well as the various sections of 
the League already existing in the capitalist countries.

'The following resolutions were adopted by the Executive Committee :
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R e s o l u t i o n s 1.
The Executive Committee of the League against Imperialism regards the creation of 

strong mass organisations o£ the League in the capitalist countries as an essential pre­condition for an efEective anti-imperialist movement in the whole world.The Executive Committee receives with satisfaction the declaration made by the British Delegation under the leadership of James Maxton, that in Britain also the League will 
proceed to secure the recruitment o£ thousands oE workers as members.

R e s o l u t i o n  o n  I n d i a .
The Executive Committee of the League against Imperialism congratulates the Indian National Congress on having declared the complete independence of India as the goal oE Indian national movement, as all other formulae of so called “ freedom within the Empires" 

are but camouflaged forms of foreign domination.The Executive Committee further welcomes the fact that, as the logical outcome of
that declaration, India has unanimously adopted a-rigorous boycott of the Simon Commis­
sion, thereby emphatically denying the insolent claim oE the British Parliament to frame 
or to decide upon a constitution for the people of India,The Executive Committee hopes that the Indian National Congress will devote itself whole-heartedly to the task of organising the workers and peasants of India, without whose active co-operation for economic and social emancipation Indian independence 
cannot be secured.The Executive Committee appeals to the British workers to realise the disastrous effect upon their own standards of life and trade-union rights of allowing imperialist exploita­tion in oriental countries, and calls upon the organised workers of Great Britain to take 
steps to secure that their representatives use their power in support oE the unanimously expressed desires oE the ilndian people instead of aiding the imperialist manoeuvres of the 
British capitalist Government.

R e s o l u t i o n  o n  E g y p t .
The Executive Committee o£ the League against Imperialism denounces the methods of violence and terror adopted by the British Government to prevent the Egyptian people from exercising their legitimate right of framing laws guaranteeing freedom of association.The Executive Committee supports the people o£ Egypt wholeheartedly in their demand for complete independence, for the immediate withdrawal oE ail British troops from Egypt and the Sudan, and for the international recognition of Egypt as a sovereign state.The Executive Committee takes this opportunity of warning the Egyptian people that these demands cannot be realised so long as they allow their affairs to hi decided by states­men whose economic and social interests do not coincide with those of the broad masses of 

the population.Ths Executive Committee calls upon them to form a united front with all the other oppressed nations and classes of the world for the final overthrow of imperialism.
R e s o l u t i o n  o n  A r a b i a .

The Executive Committee of the League against Imperialism condemns the aggres­
sive military operations conducted by the British Government against the Arabs, both on 
the borders of Alien in the South of Arabia and on the Iraq frontier in the North,— operations which were absolutely unprovoked and deliberately undertaken, in order to strengthen further the ho d of British Imperialism on Iraq, Transjordania and the Persian
GUlf'lt appeals to the national and Labour organisations in India to prevent by all meanB in their power the employment of Indian troops by the ruling class of Great Britain to 
destroy the independence of the Arab people.The Executive Committee calls upon the organised workers of Great Britain to express their solidarity with the people of Arabian countries, by adopting all such measures as may compel the British Government to abandon its imperialist policy of exploitation, aggression and annexation, which has already brought untold sufferings to the mUlions in Asia and Africa, and constitutes a growing menace to the standard of life of the European 
working clasB,

R e s o l u t i o n  o n  C h i n a .
The Executive Committee of the League against Imperialism draws the attention of 

the workers of Great Britain, America and Japan to the determined imperialist policy pursued by their Governments in China, where they either undertake direct military attacks upon the people of China struggling for freedom, or where they carry out. the 
recently inaugurated policy of backing up all the reactionary generals of the Kuomintaug
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to associate themsslv^s with the campaign of murder and rapine and to adopt a provoca­tive and aggressive policy in Manchuria against Soviet Russia,As a result of this imperialist policy, leaders of the organised Chinese workers and peasants, who had taken refuge in the foreign concessions have been mercilessly handed over to the cruel Kuomintang generals who have tortured and killed them. They have further a-sisted these revolutionary generals to perpetrate wholesale massacres of the workers as, for instance, in Canton last December, when they killed more than 6,000 persons in thve Hays.Similar atrocities have been committed in Hunan, Hupeh, Kwangai, and Honan. It is the confirmed opinion of this League that, unless the workers of Great Britain, America and Japan bring effective pressure upon their Governments to withdraw from China, these acts of crnelty and barbarism will continue.

Kesolutions on Indonesia and Latin America wero also adopted after 
which the League adjourned.

The P an-Asiatic  Conference.
Only one newspaper issued in the English language, and that a Chinese- 

owned paper, piid any attention to the second Parr Asiatic Conference, which 
met in Shanghai in the first week of November 1927. “ Whether the delegates 
were trying to avoid the American and British newspaper correspondents is 
not known but it is known that no American or Europeans succeeded in 
attending any of the session " writes tho Special Correspondent of tho “ Man­
chester Guardian.”

Therefore it is impossible to say whether the Conference amounted to 
little or much ; whether it was simply another protest against the White 
man s activities in Asia, or whether it was the beginning of a movement which 
was ultimately to unite the races of Asia against the Wo3t. At any rate, 
the Pan-Asiatic Conference was held and was attended by some fifty-two dele­
gates claiming to represent China, Japan, Turkestan, Turkey, Ceylon, 
Afghanistan, Formosa, and Arabia. The Filipinos were not represented, and 
the Koreans wore barred owing to the opposition of tho Japanoso.

Judging from the reports of the Conference which appeared in tho 
Chinese Press, the sessions wore anything but harmonious, and shortly after 
the formal sessions were over, there appeared a statement in one of the 
Chinese papers that some Chinese organisations had passed resolutions con­
demning the meeting as “ an attempt on tho part of the Japanese to enslave 
the other Orientals.” Tho first session had to be postponed for a week owing 
to the delay in the arrival of tho Indian delegate, Mr. Pratap Singh-Khan, 
who came to Shanghai from his place of exile in Afghanistan by way of Japan 
in order to avoid coming in contact with the British authorities ; he is stated 
to have landed at Woosung at tho entrance to the Shanghai harbour where 
he was mot by the Japanese delegates and brought to Shanghai, carefully 
avoiding the Shanghai foreign settlements.

Tho Japanese delegation, which was the most important and moat 
numerous, was headed by Mr. Iroasato, a member of Parliament and a follower 
of the late Count Okuma, who was tho father of the “  Asia for the Asiatics” 
movement and was responsible for the first Pan-Asiatic Cjriference, which 
was held in Nagasaki, Japan two years ago. The Pan-Asiatic Conference 
is generally supposed to have been promoted following tbe passage of the 
American immigration law barring Asiatics from admission and the passage of 
similar legislation by the British Dominions,
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Japanese “ Aggression”  Tackled.
The first clement of discord at the Shanghai Conference developed when 

two Chinese delegates introduced a resolution demanding that the Japanese,
“  if they really are in earnest regarding the aims of the Pan-Asiatic Con­
ference, should cease their aggressive attitude towards China and withdraw 
their troops from Manchuria.” This motion was seconded by Mr. Pratip, 
the Indian delegate, and was carried, all the delegates voting for it with tho 
exception of the Japanese. One of tho Chinese delegates told the Japanese 
that while, as they claimed, it might not bo the time and place to discuss the 
withdrawal of Japanese troops from China, if they were in accord with tho 
spirit of Pan-Asianism they should set the example for the other nations by 
clearing their troops out of Manchuria-and adopting a different attitude 
towards tho Chinese people. Ultimately the Conference divided into three 
camps, the Chinese and Indians on one side, tho Japanese on another and the 
other delegates taking a sort of neutral position.

At the second day s session, tho Japanese delegation brought up throe 
subjects for discusssion: (1) that all measures taken with a view to racial 
discrimination should be abolished ; (2) that all naval stations and bases at 
Singapore and Pearl Harbour, Honolulu, should be abolished to ensure peace 
in tho Orient; (3) that the League of Nations appears to direct its attention 
chiefly towards the protection of the interests of the powerful nations only. 
Beforo theso subjects could be discussed to any groat extent, the Chinese 
delegates brought in four proposals as follows : —

1. That the delegates should do all within their power to help tho Asiatic 
peoples to secure self-determination.

2. That the Japanese delegates should take steps to influence their 
Government (a) to discontinue territorial encroachments in Manchuria and 
Mongolia; (b) to agree to tho immediate enforcement of China’s tariff auto­
nomy (c) to withdraw Japanese military and naval forces from China; (d) to 
conclude within six months a Sino-Japanese commercial treaty on a basis of 
equality ; and (e) to grant homo rule to the peoples of Formosa and Korea.

3. Should any member fail to take steps along these lines, the failure 
to do 6 0  would be sufficient to disqualify him for membership in the Pau- 
Asiatic Alliance.

4. That Senator Borah, Professor Bertrand Russell, and L;on Trotsky 
be invited to become honorary members of the Pan-Asiatic Allianco as a mark 
of appreciation.

Next Session at Kabul in 1928.
The final session of the Conference proved to be the most harmonious, 

owing apparently to the fact that several social functions had been held whioh 
enabled the delegates to become better acquainted. After voting to hold the 
next session, in 1928, at Kabul, the Conference passed unanimously a series 
of resolutions recommending an Asiatic mission to Europe, Africa, America, and 
Australia, to convert the (White) natives of those continents; Asiatic co­
operation “ in defence against worldly aggression,” the establishment of an 
All-Asia Educational Centre for literary, technical, and military training, tho 
establishment of permanent headquaiters within a year, and the immediate 
starting of a fretkly news-paper, “  preferably in English, or a page each in 
Chinese, Japanese, Urdu, Hindi, Persian, luikisb, Arabian and English.”
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The International Labour Conference.

G E N  E V  A — 3  0 T H  M A Y  TO 1 6 T H  J U N E  1 9  2  8 .

The eleventh session of the International Labour Conference commenced 
at Geveva on the 30th May 1928 and continued till the 16th June. The 
C?d'®n, )V°Ikors Delegation consisting of Dewan Chaman Lai, Mr.
Mnbbllqb9« Hllq’ av!du m 1"’ Pb C‘ B° 80 lefc the shore of It)dia 011 the 6th ° f May 1928 and reached Marseilles on the 18th of the said month. The next
Jith S .  JnW bed Pa,p r Ild P ewaD.ChTarrian LaI was senfc at once to Geneva 
a d Mr H, L0,P 0ni r ° 106 ®r£g ™  India durin" strikes and lock-outs 
t n q «  ^solutions on Recruitment of Seamen in Asia and Compila-
7 a  LTabf°Ur ? -a ,tlCT ° r whole o f India so that they may be placed 

in the International Laoour Office in time. Mr. Chamanlal then returned 
^ n !  ' ( “ d tbe workers representatives almost daily met there for joint 
consultation and collaboration regarding their mission to Geneva. The 
delegation came to Geneva on the 29th May and began their work in the 
Conference in right earnest. Mr. Bekhle, Asst. Secretary, All-India Trade 
Union, selected by the Government of India as Secretary of tho Workers’ 
group, arrived at Geneva three days after the opening of the Conference.
, /^ o p e n in g  day i.e. S O W  M A Y  1 9 2 8 ,  after the election of the' Presi- 
d, Hfc J t  4p  ^ 0nf®ie " ce of Dr. Carlos Saavedra Lamas, ex-Minister of Justice 
X  Illst™ction, Professor of Labour Legislation, Faculty of Law
j X  S c i e n c e > University of Buenos Aires (Argentine Republic) and 
the delivery of the I residential address the proceedings were brought to a 
close. The next day discussion on Minimum Wage Fixing Machinery took
i l T h c T : i ? W g t >epea5T  Mr\ P- C- Bose of Jharia was pitchforked by the Indian Workers group to speak about Indian Colliery miners. After
h,s speech Mr D. P. Khaitan, Advisor to Indian Employers’ delegate, spoke 
and contradicted some statements made by Mr. Bose on the increase of 
accidents in coal mines in India. But the statistics which Mr. Khaitan 
quoted related only to death due to natural causes and preventible diseases 
as disclosed in the report of the Chief Inspector of Mines. Most of the 
speakers read out their written speeches.

Minimum Wages.
Th0, day ( 1 S T  J U N E ) .  Mr. Mahbabul Huq, Adviser to Indian 

\\ oikeis delegate, spoke on the necessity of minimum wage fixing machinery 
and the deplored absence of only legislative enactments like the Trade Board 
or H ago Board Acts as are in force in England and Australia. He incidentally 
mentioned that in India millions of industrial and agricultural workers go with 
one meal a day and the wages obtaining there were miserably low. He advocat­
ed the plea of including in the proposed convention all the important trades 
1 esides home industries He supported Mr. Humbert Wolf the British 
Goveri ment delegate in this matter.

Success of Indian Delegates.
There were 6 Committees and the Indian Workers’ delegates and Adviser 

got seats in four of these Committees. Dewan Chamanlal sat in the Com- 
mitfecs on Minimum Wage Fixing Machinery and Standing Orders and
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Mr. Huq was placed in the Committee on the Prevention of Accidents 
to Dockers in loading and unloading of ships and Mr. Bose was in the Com­
mittee on the general prevention of accidents.

In the Dockers’ Committee an impasse was reached and the Em­
ployers’ group left in a body. At last a Via Media was_ arrived and the 
necessary draft convention adopted with the reservation that it will be first 
referred to the Joint Maritime Commission.

D e b a t e  o n  t h e  D i r e c t o r ’ s R e p o r t .
On the 8 TH JUNE there wero some able discussions on the Director’s 

report. The Workers’ delegate Dewan Chamanlal strongly criticised it and 
pointed out that the unemployment question and infant mortality in India 
have been very much agitating the mind of the people of India. Sir Atul 
Chatterjee, the Government delegate, defended the Government saying that 
Labour conditions in India were different from those oE the West and owing 
to this the Washington Hours Convention made a reservation in favour 
of India.

Mr. Narottam MORARJI, Employers’ delegate, was the first among tho 
Indian delegation to speak on the Director’s Report. Mr. Morarji devoted the 
earlier portion of his speech to a close scrutiny of the Director s report es­
pecially tho statements in it relating to India. IIo regretted that the Director 
should have without proper investigation lent tho weight of the International 
Labour Office to the unfounded charges made in foreign manifestoes against 
India by publishing extracts thereform. Many of tho statements in these 
foreign manifestoes, ho said, wore inaccurate and totally without foundation.
One of these misleading statements was that Iudian law contained no provi­
sions concerning limitation of hours of nightwork for male workers. It was 
not true, India bad daily and weekly limitations of hours of work which many 
countries had not got and Mr. Morarji hoped that labourers in those countries 
will soon got them. He then pointed out that in the matter of adopting 
and enforcing various ratifications India had adopted a forward policy and 
tho Irdiau employers had all along whole-heartedly co-operated with the 
Indian Government and the workers’ organisations in carrying out tho provi­
sions of the House Convention.

Referring to whatovor defects there might be, Mr. Morarji expressed 
the hope that the International Labour Office and the Conference will take 
due account of the peculiar difficulties which Iho different states have to 
face in regulating labour conditions. He expressed satisfaction at the decision 
of the International Labour Office to open a branch for India in Delhi and 
in congratulating the authorities on their sympathetic decision repeated the 
suggestion made by Mr. G. D. Birla, former representative of the Indian em­
ployers to the Conference, that the literature to be issued from tho Delhi 
Office should be issued in provincial vernaculars of India as to bo made 
useful to Indian labourers of all provinces and communities. He took this 
opportunity of extending an invitation to the Director to visit India so as 
to acquaint himself personally with conditions iu that country and he also 
suggested that the Governing Body of the Conference should once meet in 
India,

Dwelling on the disabilities of Indian labour Mr. Narottam Morarji 
drew attention to the appalling illiteracy which was the root cause of many 
evils and hoped that the India Government would realise that tho sproad of

' CV \

t (I j . <SL



( C l ) )  . (fiT
T H E  IN TE RN A TIO N AL LABO U R CONFERENCE

-  " education is a far better and surer way of improving the lot of the worker 
than the mere passing of a number of laws and regulations. If illiteracy 
stood in the way of the Indian worker in his task of improving his own con- 
c ltions, continued Mr. Morarii, the drink evil, which was eating into the 
very vitals of the community, very often contributed to his direct ruin and 
down all. _ In this _ connection he put in a plea for a comprehensive and 
hoiough investigation into tho use of alcohol and its deleterious effects on 

labour. If prohibition had contributed to tho prosperity of America, ho 
asked, why a similar investigation should not be taken up in other countries 
resulting in similar legislation.

Mu Morarii then referred to conditions in other countries and expressed 
gratification at Japan s decision to prohibit the night work of women and 
young persons fiom 1929 and sincerely hoped that this action of Japan will 
lemove a longstanding complaint against a sister country. Mr. Morarji 
concluded with a powerful appeal for the amelioration of labour conditions, 
ilia assurance that it was tho humanitarian aspect of tho work of tho Inter­
national Labour Conference that directly appealed to Indian employers 
delivered in resonant tones touched tho heart of all the delegates present 
and was loudly applauded.

Mr. Narottam Morarji was followod by Dewan CFIAMANLAL, Labour 
Delegate. Mr. Chamanlal began with a tribute to Mr. Morarji saying that 
most of the remarks made by Mr. Narottam Morarji might as well have been 
made by himself. Coming to tho report of the Director ho said that he 
could not share tho optimism of the Director. One third of the world, he 
said, was precluded from participating in the Labours of tho Conference 
under the present conditions. He regretted that Russia, Persia, China, America 
and lurkey were not represented in the Conference. Ho pointed out 
that the Governing Body of tho Conference had recommended only tho 
first portion of the Indian workers’ resolution to Governments, namely, 
that coloured wmrkers must be represented and not the second portion 
which referred to the representation of coloured workers from South 
Africa, hot only should the workers of all white countries and free countries 
be represented on the Conference but also the workers of the Colonies and 
mandated territories who should have their voice heard in that interna­
tional gathering. Coloured workers, according to the peace treaty drawn 
up at Versailles, were the sacred trust of civilisation. But in reality what 
were they I Only financial trust of Modern Europe.

Dewan Chamanlal next turned to the position in India. The most 
urgent qustion facing them in India was the important work of ratification 
of the conventions by tho various Indian States. Lord Birkenhead and tho 
Government of India might say that tho regulations of hours of labour is 
a, matter of internal administration ai d that it is not possible for tho Govern- 

t(?, IIJt frfere with the internal affairs of Indian States. But never­
theless Mr. Chamanlal was glad to note that the Indian Government were 
offering their good offices to Indian States to induce them to ratify the 
conventions, As for the powers of the Indian Government, he thought that 
t e paramount power has a right to interfere in cases of maladministration 
and he only hoped that such non-ratification would be considered equiva­
lent to m a 1- a d mi n 1 strati on. Referring to the conditions of work in tho 
mines, Dewan chamanlal said that Government had no right to demand 
special treatment regarding the hours convention. Under the Indian Mines
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Act Amondmont shifts of twelve hours each were arranged for men and 
women working in coal mines. No civilised country had such maximum 
hours. IIo hoped the Indian Government would apply the hours convention 
not at special instances but enforce it as the standing rule of eight hours 
day. Factory inspection again in India was very inadequate. W hit was 
urgently needed was a large staff of trained Inspectors including an adequate 
number ot women. The standard of sanitation and personal hygiene w is 
so low among tho workers that taking of health measures was an imperative 
necessity. Thirdly, there was tho problem of unemployment. Being closely 
in touch with Labour conditions he was astounded to hear that tho Indian 
Government considered that there was no industrial unemployment in India 
and even if it existed the Famine Code could cope with it. This was wholly 
absurd and inaccurate. Industrial unemployment was a growing problem in 
India and famine has become a chronic feature in India. The least the 
Government could do in this connection would be to establish unemployment 
exchanges and thus mitigate tho evil. The condition of labouring classes 
was simply appalling. According to the statistics issued by the authorities 
themselves, figures of infant mortality among labourers between 1913 and 
1922 stood as high as 557 per thousand. And what aggravated the whole 
situation was that the Government and tho employers were equally indiffer­
ent to tho welfare of the workers. Indian workers to-day were dragging a 
miserable existence faced with starvation every day, denied education and 
all opportunities for growth, physical mental or moral and very often 
terminating in premature death. Dewan Chaman Lai concluded his speech 
with a ranging declaration expressing his faith in tho great strength that lay 
dormant in the Labourer and which alone would guarantee him his just rights.
Tho International Labour Conference cannot guarantee peace to workers.
He said that its value lios in that it affords a platform for carrying on propa­
ganda. Die work of the Conference is entrusted to various sub'committees 
and these committees which deal with health, protection of women and 
children, education, hours of work and incidence of venereal disease must 
lay emphasis on the conditions prevailing in countrios like India. Otherwise 
the League of Nations will mean nothing but an Insurance Society for ex­
ploitation of tho East and protection of tho West. They knew that tho 
Treaty of Peace drawn up at Versailles is not a ‘ magna ch irta’ of the workers’ 
rights and  ̂ they realised fully well that the workers’ strength lay in their 
own organisations. And in this full beli.if thoy extended tboir hand of 
fellowship to the workers in tho West asking them to believe in the brother­
hood of man and to march shoulder to shoulder until that high ideal was 
attained namely peace, prosperity and happiness for tho working classes of 
the world.

Dewan Chamanlal’s speech was the most improssive and eloquent of all 
speeches made that day and was greeted with great’applause. Congratulations 
were showered upon him by many delegates at the close of the speech and 
Sir Atul Chatterjee piying tribute to Dewan Chamanlal said—“ As an Indian 
I am proud of Mr. Chamanlal.”

Sir Atul CHATTERJEE, Indian High Commissioner, who was tho 
spokesman of the Government of India at the Conference then replied to the 
speeches made by Mr. Morarji and Dewan Chamanlal. Congratulating India on 
her worthy choice of the delegates this year to the Conference, he said that Mr. 
Morarji and Dewan Chamanlal had so ably represented the Iudian employers
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and Indian workers respectively that there was every hope for progress of 
workers of India on right lines. He characterised Mr. Moralji s speech as 
full of hope and enthusiasm and paid a tribute to his solicitude for the 
welfare of and protection to his workers. He described Dewan Chamaulal as 
being imbued with a true desire for the betterment and upliftment of the
working classes in India. . T j -

Referring to the suggestions made by Dewan Cbamanlal that the Indian 
Government should impose their authority for ratification of the Conventions 
in Indian States, Sir Atul desired to know if such non-ratification of the 
Convention in the States could amount to mal-administration. If that 
amounted to mal-administration then the very great majority of the big States 
of the world could be considered equally guilty of such mal-administration.
As for the charge made against the Government that they were permitting 
unduly long hours of work in tho mines, Sir Atul said that Dewan Chamaulal 
geemed to have forgotten that the Treaty of Versailles had made special 
provision for countries with special conditions and that Dewan Chamaulal s 
predecessor Mr. N. M. Joshi, who had represented Indian Labour at the 
previous Conference, had acquiesced in special treatment for India. It was 
not correct, ho said, to say that the Indian workers in coal mines worked for 
twelve hours consecutively.

Regarding the problem of unemployment and the remedy suggested for 
it, Sir Atul said he could not agree with what Dewan Chamanlal had said.
He admitted that the unemployment problem was very acute among the 
middle classes of India. But tho solution for it did not lie in the creation of 
Labour exchanges. It could be cured only in the natural manner by the 
progressive development of Indian industries and agriculture and thoir
growing prosperity. . .  ,, , „

Director Monsier Albert Thomas iri course of a reply said that Dewan 
Chamanlal’s statements had shown the peculiar disabilities of labour in certain 
countries. Those statements had shown with what prudence the Labour 
Office must proceed in furtherance of its ainn in countries which had thoir 
own peculiar conditions which called for special handling, They had shown 
how the Labour Office must develop its activities so that the International 
Organisation could bring immediate protection to workers in distant countries.

Draft Convention of Minimum Wages Passed.
On th 16TH JUNE by the barest two-thirds majority required for its 

adoption the International Labour Conference passed the draft convention on 
the minimum wages together with the recommendation as worded by the 
Minimum Wages Committee. Seventy-three delegates voted in favour of
the resolution while twenty-seven opposed it. . .  ,

The Convention provided that workers who had been paid less than 
minimum wages shall be entitled to recover the difference. The recommen­
dation, which after a good deal of discussion was finally laid down, was that 
each State shall create and establish a machinery for fixing tho minimum rate of 
wanes in certain trades including manufacture and commerce and in particular 
in homo working trades where there was no arrangement for effective regulation 
of wages by collective arrangement or otherwise wages were exceptionally low.

Discussion at the open conference proceeded on lines similar to those 011 
which discussion  was carried on in the committee. The Employers delegates 
and Workers’ delegates were ranged on the opposite sides while Government 
representatives went with the Workers’ delegates. An amendment similar to
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that moved In the committee by Mr. Forbes Watson was moved again in th? 
conference by Mr. Kay who also wa3 the British Employers’ delegate. It w . 
seconded by Mr. D. P. Khaitan, adviser to the Indian Employers’ delegate.
'The amendment aimed at removing ambiguity in working and restrict the 
application of tho convention to sweated trades. The convention, as it was at 
present worded, was liable to be so interpreted as to include in its operation 
trades other than sweated ones also.

Mr. D. P. Khaitan pointed out the necessity of wording tho interna­
tional conventions precisely so as to avoid all possibilities of interpretation 
which would take them beyond tho intentions of the conference. He siid 
that the aim of tho conference should be to secure as many ratificitions and 
as much unanimity as possible. That could be done easily if the conven­
tions wore worded precisely. Ho, however, took the opportunity to assure 
tho conference on behalf of the Indian delegation to do their utmost to 
improve the condition of labour in India. The amendment was defeated.

Dr. Puranjpye on bohalf of the Government of India announced the 
Government’s desire to set up a committee to examine tho whole question and 
practicability of ratification in India.

The convention was then passod.
Tho resolution given notice of by Mr. D. P. Khaitan for enquiry into 

drink evil could not be taken at the Conference but ho availed himself of 
tho opportunity furnishod by tho resolution moved by tho Canadian delegate 
regarding causes affecting production to raovo the amendment for tho institu­
tion of an enquiry into drink. He pointed out that drink was a factor which 
was very adversely affecting production and naturally any enquiry into tho 
causes affecting production should include an euquiry into drink evil also.

The amendment met with opposition from various quarters. Mr. Tom 
Moore, Irish delegate, opposed it on the ground that drink evil was a problem 
by itself and requirod separate handling. And it should never bo considered 
from tho point of view of production alone. Opposition came from the Indian 
Workers’ Delegation also and Dewan Chamaulal protested against tho worker being deprived of his toddy.

Mr. Khaitan finally withdrew his amendment, howevor, reserving to himself tho right of bringing up tho question next year.
On the 17TH JUNE the work of the Conference concluded. The con­

ference adopted the report of tho oommitteo under article 408 of tho Peace 
Treaty. In moving the adoptionmf tho roport Mr. Shanmukham Chotty, adviser 
to the Indian Employers’ Delegate said that the time had come to examine tho 
results achieved so far. He said the Conference should now take up tho task 
of investigating whether the member States who had ratifiod tho various con­
ventions had passed legislation in conformity with tho spirit of the conven­
tions. The progress in the matter was not uniform and the various countries 
had various difficulties to contend with and it was for the International 
Labour Office to see that the resolutions adopted at the conference were 
carried into effect in the several countries. An enquiry would not be enough 
if it concerned itself with legislation alone. It must also include investigation 
into the manner in which the laws of these governments wore in harmouy 
with tho conventions aud tho way in which they wore administered.]
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The Labour Party And The Empire.

W h a t is the attitude o f  the B ritish  L abou r P arty  to the British  E m pire  ?
T h ere  are  L abou r leaders, som e o f  them am on g the m ost fire-eating  section , 
w ho resent the suggestion  that L a b ou r is as Im perialistic as the other P arties.
T h e  participation  o f  L abou r in the Indian Statutory Com m ission to enquire into 
the question o f  In d ia ’ s fitness for self-ru le has show n that the Colonial po licy  o f  
L abou r is in com plete  agreem ent with that o f  the older parties. In an article  in the 
“ L a b ou r M onthly.”  M r. H u g o  R ath bon e reviews the L abour position in regard  to 
the E m pire from  the time o f  the adoption  o f  the program m e em bodied in “  L abou r 
and the N ew  S ocia l O r d e r ”  in 1918 dow n  to the present day.

In “  L abour and the N ew  Socia l O rder ”  there is an  unqualified repudiation  
o f  “  an en forced  dom in ion  over su b ject nations, sub ject races , su b ject co lon ies  ”
(p. 4). B ut further on  we find the follow ing :—

If w e repudiate, on the one hand, the Imperialism that seeks to dominate other races, or to impose our will on other parts of the British Empire, so we disclaim equally any conception of a selfish and inBular “ non-interventionism.” unregarding of our special obligations to our fellow citizens overseas, of the corporate duties of one nation to another, of the moral claims upon us of the non-adult races...............(pp.2I—22.)
In  the ligh t o f  this then should be  read  the fo llow ing :—
The Labour Party stands for its (the British Empire’s) maintenance and its 

progressive development on the lines of local autonomy and “  Home Rule All Round ”  ; the fullest respect for the rights of each people, whatever its colour, to all the democratic 
Self-Government of which it is capable................(p. 2 2 .)

A t  the 1918 G eneral E lection  this po licy  w as sim plified in the fo llow ing 
m a n n e r :—

Freedom for Ireland and India it claims as democratic rights, and it will extend to 
all subject peoples the right of self-determination within the British Commonwealth of Free 
Nations.

P rin cip le  o f  Self-D eterm ination .
A t the 1919 C on feren ce  a plain  unqualified dem and was m ade, that “  the 

princip le  o f  self-determ ination  b e  applied  to  the G overn m en t o f  E g y p t.”  In 1920, 
this sam e princip le  was aga in  unanim ously and u nreservedly affirm ed. B ut in 
the sam e year a resolution  was m oved on  beh a lf o f  the E xecu tive, and carried  
(so  ran the report), “ the whole assem bly s ta n d in g ”  as i f  to em phasise the 
solem nity o f  the o cca s ion , defin ing  m ore exactly  the app lica tion  o f  this princip le  
to India in p articu lar, though certa in  generalisations w ere a lso m ade. It was, 
indeed, a m ost in teresting  and  im portant resolution .

It first reaffirm ed its con v iction  that on ly  on  the princip le o f  “  d em ocra tic  
self-determ ination  ”  cou ld  “  a stable and sa tis fa ctory  settlem ent o f the w orld  be 
a rrived  at.”  B ut then it im m ediately qualified this b y  saving that this princip le 
“  is ap p licab le  to all peoples that show  them selves “  ca p a b le  ”  o f  exp ressin g  a 
com m on w ill.”  T h ere fore , this princip le  should be app licab le  to India “  in such 
a way as to satisfy  ail the “  legitim ate ”  asp irations o f  the Indian  peoples.

Y et the resolution  “ em phatica lly  protests against the m ilitarist and rep res­
sive m ethods adop ted  b y  the present British G overnm ent. It den ies the right 
o f  any governm ent to  govern  a cou n try  aga in st the will o f  the m ajority .”  F inally, 
how ever,

while expressing the hope that all the' peoples of the British Empire will prefer to 
remain as parts of that Empire so soon as their aspirations have been dealt with in a 
thoroughly “ conciliatory”  manner by the granting of adequate measures of autonomy, 

it declared that the final decision must rest with those peoples themselves.”
In a  resolution  on  Ireland passed in the sam e co n fe re n ce , a g a in  we find that,
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the principle of free and absolute self-determination shall be applied immediately in

the case of Ireland, confirming the right of the Irish people to political independence............
S elf-D eterm ination  D ropp ed .

In 1921, the gen era l resolution d oes  not in clude the right o f  self-determ ina­
tion, but there is a dem and for

a relationship with “ the non-adult races”  which will secure the political and 
economic development- of their countries exclusively in the interest and for the benefit of 
the inhabitants and in accordance with their own desires ; the extension to them of the 
greatest “  practicable ”  measures of Self-Government............

A t the same con feren ce  a resolution on  W a r  and Im perialism  was carried , 
which declared  that “  Im perialism  distracts public attention  from dom estic affairs 
and in troduces ideas o f  G overnm ent by  a dom inant ra ce  w hich are  in im ical 
to  the princip les o f  d em ocra cy .”  It then goes on  to assert “  the r igh t o f  
self-determ ination  o f  all peoples ”  though ip, the resolution, quoted im m ediately 
above, quite definite lim itations w ere p la ced  on  this right ”  as far as con cern ed  
these “  non-adult races .”

In 1922, we get a very interesting position. T h e  C on feren ce passed a reso­
lution w elcom ing the support given  by  the P arliam entary  L abou r P arty to the 
G overnm ent o f  India A c t  (the M ontagu-C helm sford reform s) and urging them 
to support any further legislation  “  In the d irection  o f secu rin g  to the people o f  
India the same m easure o f  se lf-G overrm en t w hich is in operation  in Canada, 
A ustra lia  and South A fr ica .”  M r. T om  Shaw, in rep lying to the debate , in 
w hich it was asserted that the po licy  o f  n on -co -op era tion  was due to the “ strong 
opposition  ”  to the G overnm ent o f  In d ia  A ct , pooh -poohed the idea  underlying 
this assertion— nam ely, that the L abour P arty was thus con dem nin g  n on -co - 
operation . “  W h y ,”  he said, m ost innocently , “  the resolution  itse lf was a 
d eclaration  that the Indians should m anage their own affa irs.............“  T h e  G overn ­
m ent o f  India A c t  was a m ere deta il in com parison  with the real princip les 
underlying the resolu tion .”

F ar T ow ard s the R ight.
U nfortunately , however, for M r. Shaw, this view  w hich he with such brazen  

effrontery slipped across  the C on ference is quite other than the view  as expressed 
in a resolution  passed by  the N ationa l Joint C ouncil, o f  w hich he was then a 
m em ber, on  F ebruary 21 o f  that year (1922). ‘ , W h ilst rea lis in g ,”  sot it ran in 
the best im perialist m anner o f  a Joyn son -H icks, “  the necessity o f  preserving 
order in India,”  it had the im pudence to  g o  on  “  to dep lore  the politica l a rrests ... 
e tc .”  R eturn ing, h ow ever, m ost speedily to its Joyn son -H icks m anner it co n ­
tinued : “  the C ouncil dep lores n o  less the action  o f  the non -co -op era tors in 
b oy cottin g  those P arliam entary institutions recently con ferred  (a real m ajestic 
w ord : H . R .) upon India by  m eans o f  w hich grievan ces should be ventilated and 
w rongs redressed .”  (N oth ing here about self-determ ination  or self-G overnm ent 
— m erely grievan ces and w rongs— the true G oose C lub con ception ). O f course, 
the resolution ends by  app ea ling  for a join t con feren ce  “  to set a time lim it,”  
am ongst other things, “  for the transition  stages o f  partial Self-Governm ent.”

But in the G eneral E lection  program m e o f  1922, ow ing to the need for a 
short slogan , happily  d iv orced  from  explanation , the L abou r P arty cou ld  still 
eom e forw ard advocatin g  “  the recogn ition  o f  the real independence o f  E gyp t 
and Self-Governm ent for India.”  T h e unwary am ongst the e lectors  m ight think 
that the ch ange in w ords as applied  to E gyp t and India w ere m ere accid ents, 
but as we have seen, the purpose o f  self-G overnm ent w as m erely that “  grievan ces 
should be ventilated and w rongs redressed .”

T h e  references to Ireland, in the sam e program m e, a lso are very  illum ina­
t in g ;  for the program m e ca lls for “ the prom pt and cord ia l a ccep ta n ce  o f  the 
new constitution  o f  the Irish P'ree S ta te ”  thus most effectively  trying to stam p 
out every  rem aining scrap  o f  sym pathy am ongst British w orkers for the struggles 
o f  the Irish w orkers and peasants against the exactions  and oppression  o f  their 
capitalist F ree State.

A  P lea  for E m p ir e .:
In 1924, in spite of the experience of the Labour Government, the position
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^ - ^ w a s  still unclear en ough  for a resolution to be passed ca llin g  for steps to be taken 
“ to stop the p e isecu ticn  o f  w orkers for political or industrial reasons, particu ­
larly in India and E g y p t ; to provide adequate protection  for the subject la ce s
o f  the E m pire  in their struggle for freedom ...; to find ways and m eans........ to the
speed y attainm ent o f  self G overnm ent throughout the British  E m p ire ...”  T he 
m anifesto at the G eneral E lection  in 1924 was even m ore sham eless, for it claim ed 
that the L abour G overnm ent “ has m aintained and even strengthened the ties 
of sentim ent with the D om in ions upon w hich, rather than upon either force  or any 
Imperial srn. the very existence 01 the British Com m onwealth o f  N ations dep end s.”  
N ot a single word about what g ood  things it had ach ieved for the C olonies—  
how through its m outhpiece, M acD on ald , it im m ediately on  taking office, perem p­
torily warned the Indian people against any attem pt to revolt against British 
ca p ita lism ; how it had shot dow n strikers in B om bay and bom bed peasants in 
I r a q ; how it had laid the foundation  in B engal by the ord inan ces o f  that pro­
vince for an  intensified cam paign  o f  political persecution.

A t the annual C onference o f  1925 the on ly  re ference to self-G overnm ent 
occu rrin g  in the general resolution, headed “ A  L abour P olicy  for the British  
C om m onwealth o f  N ations,”  was con ta in ed  in one paragrap h  w hich invited the 
League o f N ations to appoint an “  observer ”  to all m andatories and dep end en ­
cies w hereby they “ m ay benefit from  ihe im partial supervision  o f  the L eagu e o f  
N ations pending full self-G oveinm ent.”

Self-G overnm ent for India.
T h e  separate resolution cn  India , how ever, begin s in the tim e-henoured way 

by recogn is in g  “  the right o f  the Indian peoples to full Self-Governm ent and self- 
determ inaik  n .”  It goes on, how ever, to w elcom e “ the declaration s  o f  repre­
sentative Indian leaders in favour of free and equal partnersh ip  with the other
m em bers o f  the British C om m onwealth o f  N ations........with a view  to a new
atm osphere o f  fiien d ly  discussion  that all coercive  m easures and repressive 
legislation  should be w ithdraw n.’ ! Finally, it ends up with a dem and for the 
ca llin g  of a C on ference o f  representatives o f  the various Indian parties “ with a 
view  to the im m ediate app lication  o f  a constitution  in a cco rd a n ce  with the w ishes 
o f  the Indian people.”

Zaghlul B etrayed .
T h e  resolution on  E gypt affirm s its right to self-G ovein m en t, suggests that 

it should be adm itted into the League o f  N ations, and that the rcse ived  questions, 
as, for instance, the keeping o f  a British  m ilitary fo tce  to guard  the Suez Canal, 
& c., should Le referred to the L eagu e. In so far as, when Zaghlul Pasha cam e 
to negotia te  these questions w ith the la b o u r  G ovetnm ent and dem anded  that 
B rita in  should recogn ise  the in depen den ce  o f  the Sudan negotiations w ere 
sun.m aiiJy brok en  o f f  by M a cD on a ld , this ach ievem ent w ould seem  to be still 
further from  the reality.

F in a lly , we com e to the year 1927, w hen with regard to India, the affirm ation 
r e :  self-G overnm ent was repeated, leading to the time, so it went on , “ at the 
earliest possible m o m e n t”  when India would be an  “  equal partner ”  in “ the 
British Com m onw ealth.”  It ca lled  for the appointm ent o f  the R oya l Com m ission 
under the G overnm ent o f  India A c t  and laid  it dow n that it should be so con ­
stituted, & c., “  that it will en joy  the con fid en ce  and co -op era tion  o f  the Indian 
p eop le .”

T h e  p rocess  o f  c la rifica tion  cn  the co lon ia l question to “  the norm al con d i­
tion o f  the L abour P arty ,”  how ever, had still to go  one step further.

L abou r and the Com m ission.
T h is was ach ieved by M r. P.arrsay M acD on ald  him self. F o r  a fter the re ­

peated  1 elusals o  the L abou r Party to w ithdraw  the two L abou r m em bers Irom 
the recently  appointed Sim on C( m m ission in spite o f  the nationw ide m ovem ent in 
India for the b oy cott o f  ihe Com m ission, M r. M a cD on ald  considered that the time 
had ct n.e to send the follow ing m essage to his co lleagu es on  the Com m ission -



t h e  l a b o u r  p a r t y  a n d  T H E  EM PIRE
r  It; 18 reported here that if your Commission were successfully obstructed a Labour 

l i 3 °U ? appomt a new Commission on another and non-Parliamentary basis. 
p  ?  . 16 procedure now being followed has the full confidence of the Labour
Party, and no change in the Commission would be made.”

Partv^^Nm “  tlle normal condition of the Labour
men?" » ftS  wiliof fh, p” ple “ *^f °?™™-

abroad “  n n r t in °h l( f ” °  Ia ce s ’ our “ specia l”  ob ligations to  our fellow  citizens 
abroad , practicab le  m easures o f  Self-Governm ent”  and all the oth er sim ilar 
phrases that we have found were so innocently  scattered  am ongst the g rea t and 
m agnanim ous resolutions expressing “ d em ocra cy ,”  “ se lf-d eterm in a tion ,”  & c. 
These phrases are all governed by what the British G overnm ent con siders are 

legitim ate, p racticab le ,”  & c. T h e expressions o f  the will o f  the “ non-adult 
races, or as M acD on ald  puts it, the “ o b s tru ctio n "  o f  the plans o f  the British 
G overnm ent, would not m ove the great British Labour P arty  one inch  from 
ca iry in g  out its moral c la im s ”  tow ards “  these non-adult races .”

Frankly Imperialistic.
So the norm al con dition  o f  the Labour P arty  is one o f  frank  im perialism . 

It only rem ains to be em bodied in the com ing  new version  o f  the L abour Party 
piogram m e which, as the resolution o f  the 1927 C on ference laid dow n, would form 
ment ”  r° Sram m e o f  L eg ls,a tlon  and A dm inistrative A ction  for a L abour G overn -

<1,1 A S n Ir' H enderson, rem inded the C onference in speaking to this resolution.
thirty-three years a go  he had voted at the N orw ich  T . U . C. for the socia lisation  

of all the m eans o f  production , distribution  and exch ange, and he was still 
fighting for it.”  But then he p roceeded  to say

They wanted to get on, and the use of phrases, now that the Party had reached its 
present stage, was not going to assist them to get on as he thought they ought.

P recisely , M r. Plenderson, “  the non adult ra ces ,”  such  as the Indian 
peoples, take you at your w ord when you declare  for “ se lf-d eterm in a tion ”  and 
naturally a re  inchned to “ o b s tr u c t”  your progress on  the path o f  im perialism  
when they find that n  is on ly a “  phrase ”  and that you intend “  to get o n ”  on ly  
on  that path o f  im perialism — “  the norm al con dition  o f  the L abour Party.”

) \
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The Indian High Courts Bill.
The Indian High Courts Bill was introduced in the Parliament early in Juno 1 9 2 8 . 

The Second Beading of the Bill was moved by Lord Rirkcnhcad in the House of Lords on 
the 1 4 th June. In moving it the Noble Lord said that the authorities had for many 
years held a view that it was indefensible and illogical that any class of men capable of 
being elected to be the Puisne Judge of the court in the first instance should be excluded 
from being made, on their merits the Chief Justice. The chief change made by the Bill 
was in this respect. The position of the Vakil had been assimilated to that of the Barrister 
and the qualifying period for appointment to the High Court Judiciary had been increased 
from five years to a decade and made the same in cases of both Vakil and Barrister.

Lord Haldane welcomed the Bill and said that he looked forward to the time when 
there would be calls to the Bar in India. It was a great evil that so many young lawyers 
had to come to England to get a training which was in no way perfect and that they 
should be at a loose end in tead of pursuing their studies in India. He intimated that 
he might raise the matter by an amendment at a later stage.

The Bill then passed the Second Reading.

P r o v i s i o n  of  t h e  B i l l .
The memorandum to the Bill states :—
Since the consideration of the statutes relating to India by the Government of India 

Act 1 91 5  it has been customary, and necessary, to make all subsequent amendments in 
the law relating to the Government of India by means of textual amendments of the 
consolidated act, In consequence the provisions of amending Bills can rarely by them­
selves be made inelligible.

The provisions of this bill can be very shortly explained. Sub-sections (3 ) and
(4 ) of section 1 01  of the Government of India Act. are as follows :—

“ ( 3 ) a Judge of High Court must be (A) a Barrister of England or Ireland, or a 
member of the Faculty of Advocates in Scotland of not less than five years’ standing ; or
(B) a member of the Indian Civil Service of not less than ten years’ standing, and 
having for, at least three years, served as, or exercised the powers of a District Judge ; or
(C) a person having held judicial office, not inferior to that of a sub-ordinate Judge or a 
Judge of a Small Cause Court, for a period of not less than five years; or (D) a person 
who has been a Pleader of one of the High Courts referred to in this Act, or any Court 
which is a High Court within the meaning of Clause ( 2 4 ) of Section 3 of the Act 
of the Indian Legislature known as the General Clause Act, 1 8 9 7 , for an aggregate period 
of not less than ten years.

(4 ) Provided that not Jess than one-third of the Judges of a High Court, including 
the Chief Justice, but excluding Additional Judges must be such Barristers or Advocates 
as aforesaid, and that no less than one-third must be members of the Indian Civil Services-”

It has been held that the effect of the words in the Sub-Section (4 ) “  including the 
Chief Justice ”  iB to debar any person who has not the qualifications of a Barrister from 
eligibility for the post of Chief Justice. Many of the ablest members of the Indian Courts 
Lave not this qualification, and it has long been felt that there is no justification for any 
provision which prevents selection for the office of Chief Justice of any person who is 
best fitted to hold it. The effect of omittiDg the words “ including the Chief Justice but” 
will therefore be to remove this restriction and to enable any person qualified to be a 
Puisne Judge to be appointed Chief Justice.

The existing provision in the same Sub-Section which requires at least one-third of 
the Judges of a High Court to be Barristers has often tended to result in the necessity for 
selecting a Barrister for a vacancy in preference to a Vakil whose qualifications may bo 
markedly superior. The addition of the word “ or Pleaders”  after “ Advocates" will 
remove this inconvenience.

Incidentally it is proposed by the amendment to be made by paragraph (a) of 
Clause 1 of the Bill, to place Barristers on the same footing as Pleaders in respect of the 
standing in their profession wlrch they must have attained to be eligible for appointment 
to the Bench of an Indian High Court,
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T e x t  o f  t h e  B i l l .
The following is the text of the Bill

AtlvotrtesAOan < fp S e r T a ^ ™ n Pp0, Bfifĉ a the G°vernment of India Act of Barristers,
= t n  n sP= ^ r  appointment as Judges of High

s s i  ■» " A » ;  s a s

(a) in paragraph (A) of Sub-Section (3 ) thereof for the word “ five ”  there shall
hVDpbh UfcTed he T ? „  tG?  I  3Ud <b> iQ Sub-Section (1, thereof the words ■■ incTudinL 

the Cine Jus ice b u t”  and the word - o r ”  shall be omitted and after th> word  ̂ “  Advo 
cates”  there shall be inserted the words 11 or Pleaders.”  o a Advo-

?• Ci) Thi8 Act may be cited as the Indian High'Courts Act 1 9 2 8 . 

construed as w fr™ oe“ to ■that^ection m  a Z n d ft l b ^ t h e ' l S r H i r h V ^ n f l e t m ^ '  ^

*wV.iJi =» SE-oSTS? .S.S, ‘̂ ,r1t“pp,1“bl* ,h0

L o i d  B i r k e n h e a d ’ s D o n c a s t e r  S p e e c h .
Pebrnarw *?!& ?in^ ^ h was deHvered by Lord Birkenhead at Doncaster on the 1 7 th 
February 1 9 2 8 . Dwelling on the Simon Commission his Lordship referred to the

s s ’ s S S S S  s v r r ?  « r « £

than the present hi7 Z  l e ' f B r i t a l T '  ° f effloientJ-y mann0d Oom« 88i° “
He then proceeded to pay a tribute to Mr. Ramsay MacDonald who, as the nrincinal 

Opposition Leader, from the first had carried out what he conceived to bo his duty never 
hesitating for a moment. All responsible Labour leaders had taken the same course.
., Lirkenhead Baid that he had never discussed with Sir John Simon the terms or
the substance of Sir Sir John Simon’ s statement, indicating the limits within which the 

remission was prepared to admit and welcome the Indian Committees’ co-operation. 
tl,»t ) ,! !? ! s°  Jittle aware o£ the precise terms that Sir John Simon intended to propose
t„ rea?  ^hem he W0UId not say with little surprise, but as a new subject-matter

mt 18 “ j'hd had not. been applied before it was proposed to the Indian Legislature.
-8 , °  de ude themselves and India with the impression that by boycotting the

reality SSI° n Can de*eat its PurPOse, are living in a world that has no contact with

ta.lenml I ? ' ’8 attemPtecj by every means in our power to make it plain that, wo shall 
ni'pcanta^! overy stage the contribution and assistance of Indian opinion officially re- 
p, «oJS o£ n<i <?r.gaQlseti in the committees of the various assemblies. If we aro denied 

” c assistance which we have asked for, does anyone really imagine that the Commission

■ g% \
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will desist from its activities or refnsa to carry out its task 1 I can, on the contrary, 
make it plain, as any words at my command enable me to do, that with the assistance of 
the Legislatures or without it, this Commission will carry its task to a conclusion.

Furthermore, whether on its return to Britain in March, the Commission has met 
with such co-operation or not, it will return to India in the following autumn and resume 
and complete its labours.

I would add this, that those who are organising boycott of this Commission will, in 
my judgment, discover month by month how little representative they are of that vast 
and heterogenous community of which we are the responsible trustees. They will discover 
millions of Muslims, millions of the depr ssed classes, millions of the business and Anglo- 
Indian community who intend to put their case and argue their case before the Commission, 
and that the Commission will ultimately report to Parliament.

If the organised political opinion, a very small fringe of the whole of India, chooses 
to maintain itself in silent boycotting aloofness, nevertheless the work of that Commission 
will be performed under this Government or under any Government of whatever political 
complexion that may succeed it.

I would recommend this as a Bubject for reflection, not in any provocative spirit, to 
those who have ranged themselves in organised premature hostility to our proposals. I 
would invite them to consider whether they think on the whole that the attitude which 
is being recommended by extreme elements of Indian opinion is likely or not likely to 
persuade the very experienced electors of Britain that tho politically-minded in India have 
proved themselves to be deserving and fit for a great extension of their present constitu­
tion. They might easily by co-operation so provo it, they might prove it by sending the 
ablest of their members to sit with Sir John Simon and his colleagues but I wholly 
misread the temper and sophisticated political intelligence of my countrymen, if they 
succeed in proving that India is already ripe for an extension of existing constitution, 
by refusing in the first place to work it anil declining in organised boycott to examine its 
present woikings with a view to its reform and possible extension.

--- - —-------- i---- ---- wiifi w m m m m u m m m m m m m m m m m m m m ■
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The Bengal Provincial Conference.

B A S I R H  A T — 7 T H  A P R I L  1 9 2 8 .

Bisirhafc which is about forty miles away from Calcutta was all astir 
with crowds of people of all shades of opinion when the Bengal Provincial 
C inference commenced its session on the 7th A p r il  in the afternoon under 
the presidency of Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta. The Presid-nt. delivered his speech 
in B ’ titrali. In the course of his speech he said :__

“ B efore  we plunge into the fight, on  this national d a y  let us d ev ote  som e 
tim e to take s to ck  o f  our present position . I f  we are  to c o r r e c t ly  understand 
the presen siiua i in in In lia , p articu larly  in B engal, we have to  rem em ber 
the processes by w h c h  we have been  reduced  to the presen t position . F o r  this 
we call your attenti >n to the political h is ’ ory  o f  the past few years.

T h e  years betw een  1885 and 1905 m ay be ca lled  the age o f  petition, prayer 
and resolution . D uring  that tim e there on ly  grew  in the heart o f  India the 
desire  to fin i s im e h in g  but she did n ot kn ow  the best m eans o f  atta in ing it. 
F rom  1905 dates the a ge  o f  partiti m and Sw adesh i a g ita tion . In th rse m em or­
ab le  days the h ipe an 1 en husiasm  that w ere k indled  in the h eart o f  you ng 
B en gal will ever rem ain im printed in letters o f  gold  in the h istory o f  B en ga l. 
D u rin g  that period o f  great aw ak en in g  U n ited  B engal su cceed ed  in m aking the 
B ritish  pow er realise th it  Bengal has life and would n >t tolerate a n y  d ism em ber­
m ent o f  her lim os. A s a result, the British  R a j w as com pelled  to u n do the 
in ju stice  to B en gal.

But was it the aw akenin g o f  B engal a lo n e ?  D id  it ach ieve  its en ds on ly  
b y  repeal ng  the parti ion o f  B engal ? T o  the ord  inary  eye it seem s so  but the 
ag itation  o f  1905 had i s repercussion  th rou ghou t India . It is the first s en in 
the path o f  freedom . T h e  s irrin g  o f  y ou n g  hearts in B en g a l was felt throught- 
out In lia and  it m arked the b eg in n in g  o f national con sc iou sn ess  and patriotism  
in India.

R epression  and R evolt.
T h e  age that follow ed in the po litica l h istory o f  the c o u n t ry  m ay b e  ca lled  

the days o f  iron an d  b lood  shed. W e  did not look  with favour on  the activ ities 
ot th ise young patriotic  Indians. W e  have blam ed them for p rov id in g  the 
British R aj with excu ses for in trod u cin g  a cru el po licy  o f  repression  in the 
cou n try . But what is the root cau se  o f  his unrest ? W h o  are to b la m e ?  W h at 
less n he h au gh  y ut era n ce  o f the F ren ch  E m p eror “  I am  the S ta te ”  has for 
us all ? W a s not the cou n try  ab laze ftom  the day, when his w ords unm israk ab ly  
procla im ed h it the interests o f  the S ate and the People were different ?  T h a t 
po litica l upheaval n ot on ly razed F ran ce  to the ground but sent its repercussi n 
th rou gh  all E u rop e . T h is proves that until the State and the P eop le  are united 
by  ties o f  c  >mmon interest and the spirit o f  give and take, c lash  betw een  he 
tw o is in evitab le . T h e  B itish R a j says “ Indians have to be rep ress -d , they 
are rebels, 1 hey w ant b lood -sh ed .”  W ell, m ay we ask who have m ade them  
r e b e ls ?  W h r  have invited them to  b lo o d s h e d ?  T h e  on ly answ er is “ the 
B ritish  R a j.”  T h e  cruel rep ress :on o f  the adm inistrative m ach inery an 1 the 
cru sh  ng weight o f  the bon Is o f  s lavery  h iv e  m ade the youths w hr are  freedom - 
lov in g  by nature rebellious. But th s d o e s  n 't  m ean we have len our Support 
to this party  o f  rebellion . W e  are n >t a d voca tes  o f  unrest. W e  on ly want to 
say hat the best m eans o f  rem oving the unrest— the rem edy— dues n it lie in 
the w ay o f  mad rep>essi m. T h is  unrest ca n n  >t be rem oved un less p eop le 's  
p o lm ca l and  | h \ sca l hunger is app eased . I is one th ng to repri ss unrest, 
an  uher to rem ove it. D ep orta tion , in ternm ent and im prisonm ent w ih ru t  trial 
m ay be su ccess  ul tem porarily  in  keeping un iest in ch e ck  ; and it has n 1 d ou b t, 
ach ieved  Some su ccess  for the m om ent. But h i s  it u p rooted  the e v i l?  T o  quote
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an A m erican  writer, “  i f  the flame o f  liberty is enkindled in a country, n o amount 
o f  repression on the part o f  the State can  quench it. It may succeed for the 
m om ent in keeping it under control, but like fire underground, it keeps itself 
alive and through the smallest outlet flares up with redoubled virulence.”

So this spirit o f  rebellion should not be repressed, but the cause o f  it has 
got to be rem oved. But ours is not that responsibility, it is not within the power 
o f  any political party. It is for us to put forward our dem ands in a legitimate 
way. But what are we to d o  if others d o  not acced e  to them ? So the whole 
responsibility o f  appeasing this party o f  rebellion lies with the British R aj. I f  
they d o  not rem ove the cause o f  unrest by granting to the people their just 
rights, there is nobody who can deal with it. The policy o f  repression is not 
a proper rem edy. Rem edy lies deeper in the root— the physician in this case 
has got to be treated first.

T he Birth Right o f  P’reedom.
W e dem and our birth right o f  freedom , the denial o f  which has dwarfed 

our m anhood and is threatening us with extinction. H e who thwarts us in the 
attempt is our greatest enemy. W h o are to blame to-day— W e or those who 
are stiffling our voice ?

But far from devoting any thought to our dem and for just rights the British 
R aj is engaged in dealing repression with one hand and safe-guarding its own 
interests with the other. In 1914 when the conflagration o f  war set ablaze the
whole o f  Europe and the British power trembled on the brink o f  ruin— what did 
India d o  in that hour o f  grim  peril ? E ngland was then busy saving her life 
and honour, draw ing forces from all parts o f  the Em pire. Only a handful o f  
army was left behind in India at that time. England may forget the words— so 
full o f  m agnanity, which Mahatmaji uttered at that time, but the world will not.

M ahatm a said “ India does not want to be free taking .advantage o f  the 
grave peril o f  E ngland.”  All India bowed to the com m and. India did not falter 
for a mom ent to rise to the height o f  magnanimity. W hen England called out 
standing on the verge o f  ruin, “ save us, we will give you freedom ,”  the heart 
o f  India responded to the eternal appeal o f  self-sacrifice. M en and money flowed 
from India to the succour o f  imperilled England.

But what is the result? W hen England got out o f  danger, her good in­
tentions evaporated. The people, who, when England was in deathgrips with 
enemies, were greeted as equals, got blows by way o f  repression when England 
got out o f  it. 5

On the 17th o f  August, 1917, Mr. M ontagu declared
“ The policy o f  H is M ajesty’ s Governm ent, with which the Government of 

India are in com plete accord , is that o f  the increasing association o f  Indians 
in every branch o f  the adm inistration, and the gradual developm ent o f  self- 
governing institutions, with a view to the progressive realisation o f resnonsible 
Governm ent in India as an integral part o f  the British Em pire. They have 
decided that substantial steps in this direction  should be taken as soon as 
possible, and that it is o f  the highest im portance as a preliminary to considering 
what these steps should be that there should be a free and informal exchange o f  
opinion between those in authority at home and in India .”

British H ypocrisy.
W hat was promised in the declaration  o f  1917 becam e a matter for con ­

sideration after two years in 1919 and we were assured that a Commission would 
be sent to exam ine and report as to how far we were to be allowed to en joy 
our rights. The mask o f  1917 fe 1 o f f  and in the short time o f  two years the 
British adm inistration appeared in all its naked hypocrisy.

From  this time the Btitish Governm ent conscious o f  its own security, began 
to forge new fetters for India. T he Rowlatt A ct was passed in the teeth o f  
unanimous Indian opposition. In the Jallianwalla Bagh m assacre the inhuman 
policy underlying the British adm inistration o f  India stood before us in all its 
nakedness. Indians understood that the British Governm ent had no com punc­
tion in m assacering Indians at will.
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The result was that India spurned at E ngland’s gift o f  condescension and 
rose up to a man at the call o f  M ahatm a Gandhi to fight a non-violent war.
In this 1 ndia has given a new m essage to the blood thirsty nations o f the world 
as to how to conquer an oppressing enemy with patience and forgiveness. That 
glorious chapter o f  events is not unknown to you.

In 1921 cam e this crisis o f  which the English writer Seeley had contem ­
plated when he wrote that the British dom ination o f  India would fall to pieces 
when the entire Indian people, awakened to their birthright, would dem and 
freedom. The tottering Governm ent towards the end o f  that year grew  anxious 
for a Round Table Conference. T he offer for a com prom ise cam e from  the 
Government itself.

Here again  the British Government played at its old gam e o f  posing as 
our benefactor and secretly working for our fall. A fter a prolonged consi­
deration and hesitation the Government at last laid its hand on M ahatmaji 
with much trepidation. It was apprehended that India would not brook  this 
tyranny. But it was otherwise. India peacefully stood by, as she had done 
when Deshbandhu and even his wife were taken to jail. This peaceful attitude 
had its own justification but the slackening o f  fight that followed resulted in 
immense injury. The Governm ent was not slow to take advantage o f  this 
weakness. A ll talks o f  a Round T able  Conference ceased and the policy o f  
repression began to be pushed on with greater vigour. It should serve as a 
warning in carrying on our fight in future. If we are to win we must prevent 
the recurrence o f  such lapses, but it should also never be allowed to dishearten us.

A fier D eshabandhu’s release he proposed to work from within the Councils 
to paralyse this oppressive adm inistration and in spite o f  opposition he carried 
out his program m e. This led to the creation o f the Swarajya Party. These are 
all too recent to require any elaboration . W hat I want to point out is that 
following D eshabanjhu our aim always has been to get a Round T able  Con­
ference. I shall presently explain  what I mean.

A  Round Table Conference.
By Round T able C on ference we do not mean the institution o f  a gather­

ing for shnv. It mut be form ed o f  persons duly elected and with unquestioned 
probity and impartiality to decide on our just and legitimate dem ands. T he 
Government must enter into an undertaking that its decisions will be respected 
and given effect to without any m odification or restriction .

Hindu-M uslim Unity.
Then we com e to a shameful episode o f  Indian history— I mean the Hindu- 

Muslim troubles. T hough I d o  not attach  any undue im portance to the question 
from the standpoint o f  politics and though I sincerely believe that in this national 
crisis it is now a thing o f  the past, yet I must say that it has provided the 
Government with a very handy excuse and opportunity. It must not be for­
gotten  that it was on accou n t of this Hindu-Muslim difference that the Britishers 
got into India and secured control over her and again on  account o f  this 
difference they are now tightening their grip. W ith  that end in view they have
sent the Simon Commission before its time. ,

India did not ask for this Commission. But the British Government has 
sent it with such hurry with the ob ject that taking advantage o f  the com munal 
differences the Com m ission in the name o f  conciliation may tighten the fettets 
round India’s feet.

T he Commission.
But India has seen through the gam e and that is why we hear all over the 

land the persistent cry  ask ing the Commission to go back. The Indian National 
Congress, the T rad e  U nion Congress, the Khilafat Conference, the Hindu M aha- 
sabha and the Liberal F ederation  and all the other organisations have decided 
to boycott the Commission.

A nd this is perfectly justified. W hy should we allow a third party to stand 
between us and our M otherland"? W hy should we toleiate their impudent 
dem and to exam ine our fitness? A s for evi ience, enough was placed before 
the M udd iman Com mittee. N o, this gratuitous insult must be avenged.

l
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Brothers and Sis'ers. we should no longer allow this playing w i'h  our b irth ­
right. Let 'hese impudent people unders'and 'hat you ignore them. Let the 
dem and o f  all poli’ ical parties for the bovcott o f the Commission reverbera 'e  
through the length and b 'e a d 'h  o f  this land. Everyone must tinders and that 
co -op era ’ ion with this Commission will bring about irreparable m ischief but a 
com plete boycott o f  it will lead t o a d i s 'in c ' pain. If any one out o f C 'nsidera- 
tions for petty self-interest, co-operates with 'h :s Commission he will hereby be 
iniurinp the interests o f  all the future generations. I would particularly bring 
this to the notice o f  my Moslem brethren. I would request 'hem  to remember 
that if  in 'his crisis in the life o f  the natirn they overlook 'he greater issue out 
o f  considerate n for p e ’ S 'nal or sectional or o f  any smaller in 'errst that would 
r»sult in bringing about ruin on the whole country cn  both Hindus and 
Mussalmans.

An Indian Constitution.
The Simon Commission cam e, toured the country and went la c k  being 

sa'tsfied only with got-up receptions anti dinners. Now, we must realise e 'a c 'ly  
what the leader o f  the Comn ission said with regard to Ireland Our main duty 
now is to prepare a constitu ion and I therefore ra nestly request y t  u tha’ before 
the Commission com es to India again you should ratify tha1 c  nsti'ution in a 
convention o f the representatives of all parties and communities. T o  this. I 
draw  the attention o f  the Assembly, Congress, Muslim League and such other 
organisations.

Some people are o f  opinion that no good result would accrue from merely 
m aking a constitution, but I request you to grasp it particularly that there is 
gteat utility in 'h is  constitution making. It is not true that it is easy and at 
the same time useless to form a pat er constitution but no goveinm ent. however 
pow eru l and form idab'e, can resist the enforcem ent o f  a o  ns'itutirn  which will 
be formed w i'h  the consent o f  all com munities and whi ch 'he different political 
parties in India will accept as their own. That such an unanimity and deter- 
minatirn will be a terror to the G oveinm ent, I said before, and is also indicated 
by what the New Statesm an’ wrote.

A gain , the Britishers declare before the world that we d o  not know what 
we want and we have no adm inistrative capacity . I f  therefore we can prepare 
a unanimous constitution we shall be able to dem onstrate to the world that we 
are not children, we understand self-governm ent and we understand our rights.

A lready I have said that the m isunders'andings between Hindus and 
Muslims are considered by the Government as one o f  the greatest weapons in 
their hands. They think that no unanimous constitution is possible in the face 
o f  these disunicns. W e will have to disprove it, we will have to show that the 
3 : crores o f  Indians can stand up as one great nation by forgetting c< mmunal 
d iscord— selfishness, and narrowness in this national crisis. W e  will have to 
show that Governm ent, actuated by mean and selfish motives, is spreading lies 
and calum nies throughout the w otld. I appeal to you to-day to lead a Cam­
paign  against the lies. Forget petty interests anti patriots as you a e, be 
prepared for the battle against this m endacious propaganda. There is another 
thing for which the drawing up o f  a cons itution is urgently necessary. About 
95 per cent, of the population in India is poor and illitera 'e. Incessant S'ruggle 
against poverty has fau gh 1 them to think that they are doom ed to squalor and 
poverty and that a n y 'ch a n g e  is unthinkable, so 1< ng we had been telling them 
that Swaraj is co m in g ; it will benefit its. W e  should explain to these 95 per 
cent, the real nature o f  Swaraj as also how Swat aj will benefit them. They are 
the soul o f the country, the strength o f  the nation ; and in the national struggle 
their co-operation is absolutely indispensable.

Boycott.
N ow , I am draw ing your attention to a very im portant matter. W e  will 

now have to carry on with full v igour the cam paign for the boycott o f  British 
goods, Specially British cl 'hs. W e  know that we should wear Swadeshi cloths 
for the welfare o f  ourselves and o f  the country. But that is not a 1. H enceforth 
we should know this that the boycott policy  is our most form idable political
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weanon. You know  well that this boycott po licy  will solve our econom ic pro- 

ems, ut we should know  also that boycott will weaken the Governm ent. Our 
joint endeavour is bound to lead to a grave  food problem  in Britain. I request 
you. brothers and sis 'ers, to accent the vow o f  Swadeshi on this National D ay. 
Let us not touch British goods especially  British cloths. Let India use Swadeshi 

prosperous, and let her enem y becom e weak. L et the weapon 
of boycott in the hands o f  India, excite terror in the minds o f  the foreigners.

V olunteer O rganisation.
A nother proposal I p lace before you. A  volunteer corp s  should be form ed 

in every district and sub-division o f  Bengal. T h ey will be in the service o f  the 
cou n 'ry , under proper leadership and under strict discipline. T hev will ca rry  
the m essage o f  the C ongress to the illiterate, in propagation  o f  K haddar and 
in organ is in g  the people on ’ he basis oT their grievances. This A ll-B en gal 
Volun'eer Corps will be an adjunct to the C ongress organisation .

In this connexion  I want to m ake one thing clear. W e  want volunteers, for 
the work o f  the Congress, for our freedom . And this crops should remain as a 
pennanent Congress volunteer c rops. But th .se  who will enlist them selves 
should not forget the real import o f  the word V olunteer and should not hope that 
the Congress wi'l m aintain them. In fact it is im possible to d o  so. So. I appeal 
to able and young patriots o f  the lan i that unless they accep t these honorary 
posts. Salvation o f  the c o u n rry will be im nossib'e.

O ur people are half-s 'arved ; the British have physically oppressed us, have 
m ade us s arve and have d es fn y e d  the pow er o f  mental perception . So, we 
Cannot aflfird to ignore this problem  o f  hunger. I appeal to educated y->ungmen 
nut to crow d at the d oor o f  the G overnm ent offices for slavery but to stand 
irm ly  and freely on their own legs and fall back  upon the land. In this respect 
help b o 'h  from the C ongress and the distinguished is essentially necessary. I f  
by the com bined e ff irts o f  ail. young Bengal is inspired to take to trade, com ­
m erce and agricu lture, we will have self-reliant men and women o f  independent 
sp iri'.

If on ce  this educated young B engal goes back  to the village, he will find 
there am ple scope o f  work. But they must rest co n 'e n t with coa rse  cloth  and 
plain food. T he blessings o f  the whole country  and the future nation will be fall 
them. I d o  not deny that it is easy to lec ure in m ee 'in g  or to utter som e well- 
arranged  words against the G overnm ent, but this cam paign  is really very 
difficult. T h  se who will be t.»e pioneers in this w ork  may not find m uch 
fame or pleasure in it and on the other hand may have to endure m uch hardship ; 
but this is why I appeal to the youth o f  Bengal, for they have been doing the 
mos* difficult fight in freedom 's battle. In all ages and in all countries, you hs 
are the pioneers in stru ggle  for freedom . W ill they not take their p la c e ?  Come 
ye and by your “  Sauhana”  bring ever-lasting good to your country.

F or this work in rural areas the services o f  young Bengal are very necessary. 
That is why I make this appeal particularly to them. T aking advan age o f  the 
ign m an ce  (which is due to want o f education ) o f  our peasan 1 class G ivernm ent 
are m isleading them ; and many o f them have already left i f f  w orking for the 
provision  o f  their own food. T hey are now grow ing ju te  in their pad dy fields 
and thus helping foreign  exploitation  in Bengal. It is fortunate ihat a  propa­
gan d a  has been started for the restriction  o f  jute cu ltivation , and I draw  your 
attention  to ihis noble work.

T o  educate the ignorant masses in this rural econom y and to prom ote in­
d igen ou s industry and trade— all these things rest in the hands o f  the youth o f  
B engal and these are the firs steps in our national struggle. It is our com m on  
experience that the young men o f  Bengal are not weak and this time too we hope 
to see their same capabili y  and res >u cefulness.

I ihink 1 shall be wanting in the discharge o f  my duty if I c lose  this address 
without referring to the present unrest am ong the student com m unity. T h e  
charge against this great aw akening am mgst the students is that they have 
becom e indiscip lined, d isobed ient and im pertinent. I d o  not deny there is 
excitem ent and unrest but when we think over it a  bit deep ly  we lind that the



charges that have been levelled against the students are groundless. The cause 
o f  this excitem ent is not want o f  discipline on their part— that the students have 
becom e disobedient is not also true.

In every country in the youthful heart there is an independent spirit— the 
young men o f  all countries are full o f  vivacity and vigour. The youthful heart 
naturally wants to know and love the motherland. Naturally they are eager for 
their legitimate right. The fight o f  the youngmen is against the ruthless repres­
sion launched upon them by the Government. So if there is any body to blame 
for this upheaval, it is the oppressors and not the oppressed.

W hen the newly awakened youth o f  Bengal wants to realise their mission 
and cherish a love for the motherland the present unhealthy system ot education 
and its d irectors ate attempting to purge out all patriotism from them and give 
them a drilling in loyalty. From  the early life heartless and organised attempt 
is made to create in the youths a slavish fascination for the British. But educa­
tion and superstition cannot live together. And so when these authoiities fail 
here they try to achieve their purpose by engendering a fear for the British 
through repression. The atm osphere is poisoned with suspicion and spies are 
set on the youth. This they can never stand and the only alternative tor them 
is to succum b to it. But that too is against the nature o f  youth. So a reaction 
ensues and they seek to get out o f  these soul-killing surroundings. I can never 
regard this as culpable. T o  me the only solution seems to be the establishment 
o f  freedom  and national education. There is no other means o f  checking this 
new uprising o f youth.

D ear Brothers and Sisters,— A llow  me to call you again to join the battle 
o f  freedom ; let all difference be obliterated and all self-interest be effaced ; stand 
up as a nation under the Indian tricolour, determined to recover your right. D o 
not fall back from fear o f  imprisonment, deportation, repression or even death, 
but send your call to the lowliest o f  the lowly and let them understand that the 
terror which keeps them down is all hollow and will give way to a challenge.

My appeal lies to the youth o f  Bengal. It is for them to bear the brunt o f  
the fight and build up a glorious future. It is for them to reinstill into Indian 
heart messages o f hope and courage.

To-day we can  spare none. I appeal to the Musalmans, I appeal to the 
H indus— I appeal to all the com munities and institutions to join  in this holy 
work. A  great Indian nation— freedom for India—and peace for the world,—  
in the name o f  God I call upon every son and daughter o f  India to join in carrying 
out this noble mission.

S E C O N D  D A Y — 8 T H  A P R I L  1 9 2 9 .
1— .Complete Independence as Goal.

The Conference reassembled on the next day at 2 in the afternoon. After 
a condolence resolution has been moved from  the chair. Sj. Subhas Chandra 
Bose moved :—

That this Conference proclaims complete independence as India’s goal.
In m oving the resolution Sj. Bose said that the resolution which he was 

going to move was not a new thing in Bengal. W hen Sj. Arabinda Ghose prea­
ched that m essage through the colum ns o f  his “  Bande-M ataram ,”  it created 
a new enthusiasm in Bengal. A fter twenty years when this resolution was 
moved at the momentous sitting o f  the Congress at M adras it was unanimously 
carried. It was a glory to Bengal that her m essage was at last taken by the 
whole o f  India.

The resolution was put to the vote and carried.

2,— Commission Boycott.
Sj. B ijoy Krishna Basu next moved
Tnat when as the British Parliament has appointed the Simon Commission in utter 

then paid of India’s right to Self-Government this Conference proposes to boycott the 
Commission completely.

' Gô X
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(a) This Conference also requests Indians to have no connection, either social or political, with the Commission when it returns in October next and boycott all receptions that may be arranged for them.
(b) This Conference further requests that no committee be formed in the Assembly, Council of State or Provincial Legislatures to co-operate with the Commission and requests all to reject the formation of any such committee if it comes or any proposal for their expenses.
(c) This Conference further requests that no evidence either private or public be put before the Commission and to have no c inunction with them in any way.(d) This Conference requests the Working Committee of the Ali-India Congress Com­mittee that considering the present political situation of the country the Working Com­mittee should see that without any special reason no member of the committee or any member of the Assembly leave India,
In moving the resolution Mr. B. K. Bose said that after accepting the in­

dependence resolution it was needless to say that any body would go  to the 
Simon Commission to ask any favour. The first act o f the Commission Drama 
was over. The members o f  the Commission came to India and went away. They 
would com e again in O ctober, but the Indians should see that the Commission 
was completely boycotted. They should now go to every member o f  the Bengal 
Legislative Council and appeal to them not to help the Government in forming 
Committee. If necessary they would offer Satyagraha at their places.

Sj. Mohitosh Roy Chaudhury moved an am endm ent to the effect that inas­
much as the success o f  the boycott movement required that all nationalist leaders 
should remain in India and the goal o f  independence, as decided by the 
Congress, was inconsistent with participation  in the Em pire Parliamentary Con­
ference and as the Government o f  Canada was hostile to the people o f  India, 
the Conference requests the Indian delegates to the Em pire Parliam entary 
Conference to abandon their projected visit to that country.

Mr. Bijoy Krishan Bose rose to a point o f  order and said that if the mover 
liked he could draft another resolution on that subject.

The President ruled that the mover was not in order in referring to (he 
Indian leaders joining the Em pire Parliamentary Commission.

Mr. Rai Chaudhury said that if the last portion o f  his amendment was ruled 
out o f order he did not wish to move his amendment for the present.

The original motion was put to the vote and carried .
3.— India ’ s Constitution.

Pro. Raj Kumar Chakravarty then moved :—
That this conference expresses its sincere thanks ‘ 0 the All-Parties' Conference which sat from time to time in Delhi with the noble pm pose to frame a suitable eonstitutiin for India and requests all the parties to reach an agreed constitution by September next.
The motion was put to the vote and carried.

4.— Boycott o f  British Cloth.
Sj. Bankim Chandra M ukherjee then moved :—
That this conference requests all to boycott Briiisb goods, especially British cloth.
H e said that if they could successfully boycott British goods there was: yet 

hope for India. T o  attain political salvation they would nave to make (hem 
strong and self-sufficient so as not to depend on other countries for anyth ing  
and to d o  that they would have to sacrifice their luxury and that was not much 
in com parison with the political salvation for which they were all c iy ing .

Sj. Hem endranath D as Gupta moved an amendment to me t tteci that the 
conference would urge to boycott British goods as a protest against the ca lcu ­
lated insult which had been flung upon the people w  India. l>y sending an all- 
W hite Commission and also as a protest against detention 01 the youngm en o f  
Bengal in jail without trial.

A fter some further discussion the m over w ithdrew his resolution and the 
amendm ent was carried.

5.— T ak e to Charka.
Sj. Satis Chandra Das Gupta moved ;
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That in view of the fact that foreign cloth worth crores of rupees are b»ing im port'd 
in this country and in view of the groving pove'ty of th" people ami in view f the fact 
that weavers of B-ngal are threatened with destruction this Conference requests the 
people to take to Chaika and Khadi and to revive lost cottage industries of the country.

Sj. D as Gupta in m oving the resolution  said that Charka would surely solve 
the problem s for w hich they were all d is cu ss in g  day and n ight.

T h e  resolution  was put to the vote  and ca rried .
6 .— Com m unal U nity.

Sj. K am ini K um ar D utta (C om illa) then m oved :—
(1 ) This Conference requests Hindus and Mahnmemans to work together for the good 

of the country. (2 ) This Conference also approves of the Hindn-Moslem resolution adopted 
at the Madras Congress.

In  m oving the resolution  he said that H in d u -M oslem  unity was absolutely  
n ecessary  tor the attainm ent o f  Sw araj. T h ere  were m any cases o f  H indu- 
M oslem  trouble in the cou n try  and for that neither o f  the party could be b lam ed. 
T h ey  have now  realised their m istake and he hoped that there w ould be n o 
m ore fight betw een H indus and M usalm ans for the benefit o f  third party.

Sj. Purushottam  R oy  and  others secon d ed  and  sup ported  th e  resolution  
w hich  was carried .

7.— P olice  F ir in g  at B am ungach i.
D r . Subodh K um ar Basil m oved :—
This Conference strongly condemns tho brutal firing on the unarmed and peaceful 

strikers of Lillooah at Bamungachi and expresses its con d o len cs  for those killed and 
wounded. It also conveys its sympathy to the relatives of dead and wounded.

This Conference expresses its indignation at the action of the Government, who far 
from remaining neutral in the fight between Labour and Capital were trying to suppress 
the agitation by opening fire aB they have done in Bamungachi, Khargpur, Madras, 
Bombay and other places.

This Conference requests the Congress to take steps to make the Labour movement a 
success.

D r. S . K . B ose  in proposing  the resolution  said that those p oor  labourers 
w a n 'ed  the in crem ent o f  their w ages and  they got bullets in return.

M r. A fta f  A li secon d ed  the resolu tion  w hich w as put to the vote  and  carried .
8.— O ther Resolutions.

T h e  fo llow ing resolu tions w ere also a ccep ted  :—
(1) To popularise Indian industries and make India self-supporing this Conference 

requests all people to use imiigenous goods.
(2 ) This Conference requests ali p asants of the province to curtail cultivation of 

jute by haif on the ground that jute is tho monopoly of Bengal and as no country can 
do without jute, the curtailin 'nt will not affect the people economically in the least 
whereas it would make them pr 'sperous.

(3) This conference opines that a permanent volunteer corps be organised to carry 
out Congre.s woi k.

( 1) This conference expresses its sympathy with those who are still rotting in jail 
in and outside Bengal under lawless laws without any trial and feels pride at the in­
carceration for the cause of the country.

(?>) In accordance with the proposal of the All-Party Conference for the re-distri­
bution of pr viucts on linguistic baBis this conference reqnes's the Bengal Provincial 
Congress Comrni tee to take steps to include Mantv tin, Singbbum, Santal Farganas, 
Byihet, Cachar, Surma Valley and other Bengali ep aking trac's.

(G) To improve the deplorable stale of health of the Bengalee youths this conference 
requests every district congress committee to organise gymnasium for physical culture 
of the youiIts.

T h is finished t in  d a y ’ s p o ce e d in g s  anJ a fter a short co n clu d in g  sp eech  b y  
the President the C on .erence i.is .jcrsed .

t > _______
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1 he Punjab Provincial Conference

The I3 tli Session o f  the Punjab Provincial Conference com m enced its session 
°n  the u  H I  A I M L  1928 in a spacious pandal erected for the occasion  in Jallian- 
wala Bagh at Am ritsar under the Presidency o f  Pandit Jawahar Lai Nehru 
The following are im portant extracts from the authorised English rendering o f  
the address delivered in Hindusthani by the President

T h e  P i e s i d e n t i a l ' A d d r e s s .
1 have referred to industrialism and its effects on the modern world. Its evils arc 

obvious enough and many of us dislike them intensely. But whether we like them or 
not we must realise that the spread of industrialism cannot be checked. Even in India 
it is taking giant strides and no country can stop its onward march. Must we also 
succumb to all the evils which come in its train or is it possible for us to adopt induB- 
tiialism without its major evils ? We must remember that industrialism means the big 
machine and the machiue is but a tool to be used for good or ill. Let us not blame the 
tool if the man who holds it, misuses it and causes injury thereby.

Imperialism in West.
In the West, industrialism has led to big cale capitalism and imperialism. Many 

of us who deuounce British imperialism in India do not realise that it is not a pheno­
menon peculiar to the British race or to India, or that it is the necessary consequence of 
industrial development on capitalist lives. For capitalism necessarily leads to exploita­
tion of one man by another, one group by another and one country by another. And 
therefore if we are opposed to this imperialism and exploitation we must also be opposed to 
capitalism as a system and to the domination of one country over another. The only 
alternative that is offered to us is some form of socialism, that is the State ownership of 
the means of production and distribution. We cannot escape the choice and if we really 
care for a better order of society and for ending this exploitation of man by man, wa 
cannot but cast our weight on the Bide of socialism.

And if we bo decide what consequences follow ? The necessary result is that we 
must not only fight- British dominion in India on nationalistic grounds but also on social 
and international grounds. This is all the more necessary as the modern form of imperial 
domination is not the old crude method of possession of territory but the subtler ways 
of economic imperialism. England may well permit us to have a large measure of political 
liberty but this will be worth little if she holds economic dominion over us. And no 
Indian, capitalist or socialist, if he appreciates the full significance of this new slavery, 
can willingly submit to it.

Another consequence that must follow our adoption of the socialistic view point is 
our changing all Bucb customs which are based on privilege of birth and caste and the 
like. From our future society we must cast out all parasites and drones, so that tha 
many who lack utterly the good things of life may also share in them to some extent.
We must remember that poverty and want are no economic necessities; although under 
the present anarchic capitalist system they may be inevitable. The world and our country 
produce enough or can produce enough for the masses to attain a high standard of well­
being but unhapily the good things are cornered by a few and the millions live in utter 
want. In India, the classic land of famine, famine are not caused by want of food but 
by the want of money to buy food. We have famines of money not food.

The third consequence will affect our international contacts and our international 
outlook. If we are opposed to imperialism and know that this is a phase of capitalism 
we must oppose the latter whenever we may meet it. England as a premier capitalistic 
and imperialistic power becomes our chief opponent in tbis field also and there can he 
no effective competition between India and England so long as she does not come into 
line with modern progressive thought,

India’s Claim to Indepedence.
In the light of these considerations let us briefly examine the question of independence 

for India. Even if the National Congress has not pronounced in its favour, I am sure, 
that none of you would require to be converted to it. But some of our elders and friends
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Buffer strangely from various complexes and delusions and the British Empire is one of 
them. They cannot get out of the professions and habits of a life time, nor can they rid 
themselves of the chaius of their own fashioning. What is the British Empire to-day the 
third British Empire as an ardent advocate has called it ? If we leave out India and the 
dependencies it is like the famous Cheshire cat in “  Alice in Wonderland ”  whose body 
has entirely disappeared and only the grain has remained. How long can this disembodied 
grain remain I leave to you to judge. The world has judged already and few imagine 
them it will endure long. The Empire is fast approaching dissolution and any world 
crisis may end it. The British people have 6hown extraordinary ability in adopting 
themselves to changing circumstances and to this they owe their strength and the long 
lease of power that they have enjoyed. Eut the world is moving too fast for them .and 
recent events specially in relation to India, indicate that their old skill is gone. But 
whether the Empire endures or not how can India find a place in it when her national and 
international and economic interests conflict with it in almost every vital matter? We 
must recognise the internationalism of to-day and act internationally if we are to face 
realities. We cannot be independent in the narrow sense. When we win Independence we 
mean the eeverence of the British connection. Afterwards we can develop countries, 
including England. The British commonwealth in spite of its high sounding name does 
not stand for this international co-operation, and in its world policy lias consistently stood 
for a narrow and selfish ideal and against the peace of world. If independence is our 
only and inevitable goal, we cannot in logic or in decency ask the British to protect us 
from other foreign countries. I am wholly prepared to acept the argument that if we 
want British help to defend our frontiers we are not fit for independence. But I wholly 
deny that we cannot face the risk of foreign invasion without British aid. No countiy 
is strong enough to-day, with the possible exception of the United Slates of America, to 
withstand a group of hostile countries. England certainly is not, but no one will say 
that England should therefore be deprived of her independence and put under alien 
control. The security of a country depends on many factors, on its relations with its 
neighbours, and on the world situation generally. If the problem of Indian defence is 
examined in the light of these factors, the strength of India becomes obvious. She has 
no great dangers to face and in a military sense she is by no means weak. But even l* 
there was danger, it is shameful and cowardly to seek for help from a nation which has 
in the past and is to-day oppressing us and preventing all growth. Whatever indepen­
dence may or may not mean and whether we use that world or another, the one thing 
that we must keep in the forefront of our programme is the immediate withdrawal of the 
British army of occupation from the country. That is the real teat of freedom. Unless 
that takes place, all other talk is the merest moonshine.

Economic Pressure.
We may demand freedom for our country on many grounds but ultimately it is the 

economic one that matters. Our educated classes have so far taken the lead in the ignt 
for Swaraj. The economic pressure on them was considerable and they were the outy 
voefti elements. And so, the demand has taken the form occasionally of an iudianisation 
of services of higher posts being thrown open to Indians. Toey are not to b>ame for this 
demand. They have acted a8 every class conscious of its interests acts, but in doing 
so they have seldom paid heed to the needs of the masses. Whenever vital qucstious 
affecting the masses have arisen, they have been shelved, they have been asked to stand 
ov^r till Swaraj has bepn attained. Why confuse the issue now ? It has been said we can 
settle our problem later. Like all class conscious groups they have considered themselves 
the most vital elements in the nation and in name of freedom have really sought to 
advance their own interests and many of our intellectual have become the otaunchcst 
defenders of the piivileges of Empire as soon as they have had their share of the titles
and power. , . , .

What shall it profit the masses of this country, the peasantry, the landless laboureis, 
the workers, the shopkeepers, the artisans— if everyone of the offices held by Englishmen 
in India to-day is held by an Indian. It may oenefit them a little as they can bring 
more pressure to bear on them than on an alien Government. But fundamentally, their 
condition cannot improve until the social fabric is changed and I think that the only 
effective change can be the formation of a democratic, specialists state. But even from 
the narrow point of view of our intellectuals it is now well recognieed that no effective 
pressure can be brought to bear on the British Government without mass support. But 
in spite of this recognition there is fear of the masses and little is done. Maas support 
cannot come from vague ideals of Bwaraj. It can only come when the massp.B realise what 
Swaraj means for them. Therefore it is essential that we must clearly lay down an
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economic programme for the masses. This programme must have an ultimate ideal in view 
and must also provide for tho immediate steps to be taken to bring them relief.

Our Ideal.
Our ideal thus can only be an independent democratic state, and I would add a 

socialistic state, and for this we must work. What can be our methods? This is a 
1 erolutionary change from the present condition and revolutionary changes caunot be 
brought about by reformist tactics and methods. The reformer who is afraid of radical 
change or overthrowing an oppressive regime and 6eeks merely to eliminate some of its 
abuses becomes in reality one of its defenders. We must, therefore, cultivate a revolu­
tionary outlook, and that desires a radical aud far reaching change and not mcrelv the 
anaemic and halting outlook of the balf-hcarted reformer. The way of violence not 
being open to us in our present condition the only other course is, some form of intensive 
non-co-operation. Everything that goes towards creating a revolutionary atmosphere 
helps, everything that lessens it hinders, I use the word revolutionary in its proper sense 
without any necessary connection with violence. Indeed, violence may be and I thiuk is 
to-day in India the veiy reverse of revolution. Acts of tenorism often have this counter 
revolutionary effect and for this alone, a'part fiorn any other reason, are injurious to the 
national cause. No nation has yet been built up ou such individual acts of terrorism.

There was a great controversy in thiB country 60 oe years ago on the merits of council- 
entry and the echoes of it still linger. It almost became a creed, a religious issue, a 
matter of faith. But the sole test of this as of others is the re-action it produces on the 
national mind. I can quite conceive work in the councils helping us to produce the right 
atmosphere in some mrasure. But it will only do so if it is carried on in the right spirit 
and with tlie ideal always in view, not with a desire to pursue petty reformist tactics.
I must- confess, however, that the able and decorous parliamentarians who throng our 
councils cannot be mistaken for revolutionaries anywhere.

How to Eradicate the Communal Evil.
But you will tell me that all this may be very good but is very vague. The rial 

problem before you is how to exorcise commurmlism. I have already indicated to you 
the kind of India that I should like to build up. There is no place for communaliam 
or a dogmatorian people in it. Commuuaiism of course has to be fought ruthlessly and 
suppressed. But really I do not think that it is much a power as it is made out bo be. 
It may be a giant to-day but it has feet of clay. It is the outcome largely of anger aud 
passion and when we n gain our temper it will fade into nothingness. It iB really 
the creation of our classes in seatch of office and employment How does the economic 
interest of a Hindu or Muslim or Sikh differ from each other ? Certainly not, bi cause 
they have to profess different faiths. It may be that if there is a vacancy for a Judgeship 
of a High Court or a like occasion the raising of the communal issue may profit an 
individual. But how dors it generally profit tho community. What docs it matter to 
the Muslim whether a Hindu or a Muslim is a Judge at Lahurc ? Economic interests 
rtrn along different lines. There is a great deal in common between Muslim and Sikn and 
Hindu Zamindars ; and a great deal in common between the Muslim peasant and a Muslim 
Zamindar, We must, therefore, begin to think of and act ou the line of economic 
issue. If we do so the myth of communaltsm will automatically disappear. Coullict 
there may be but it will be between different classes and not different religions.

What communal interests are sought to be protected ? I think fundamentally they 
are cultural. Every country in this world has cultural minorities and it is a well-re­
cognised principle that such minorities should have the fullest autonomy so far as their 
culture is concerned. So also in India every cousidetable cultural group should bo given 
freedom and indeed should be encouraged to preserve and cultivate its culture. Only 
tfauB can we build up a rich and varied and yet common culture for India, Culture would 
include the question of language and education and schools.

Election by Economic Units.
If this cultural question is settled satisfactorily and sufficient safeguards are provided 

for the interests of minorities and group which may be in danger of suppression, what 
remains of commnnalism ? If in addition we replace our system of territorial elections 
by some method of election by economic units wa not only rnfroduce a more 1 fficif-ut and 
progressive system but also do away with problems of joint and separate electorates and 
tho reservation of seats.

It is generally recognised now, or it ought to be, that s pavate electorates which are 
meant to protect the interests of minorities really injure them and reduce their effective 
power in the state. If anybody should be against them it is the minority. But such is



the power of the myth that many of us have come to believe that separate electorates 
area “  valued privilege "  which we must cling on to. think a little clear thanking 
will convince any person who is not a bigot on the subject that separate electorates are 
not only a danger to the state but specially to the minority community. Personally I am 
not in favour of territorial election at all but if it is retained I am wholly opposed to 
geparate electorates. .

I do not fancy reservation of seats either on a communal basis but if this solution 
pleases people I would agree to it. We have to face realities and the fact lemains that 
many people feel strongly on this subj= ct. I am quite certain that any arrangement that 
may be arrived at will be of a provisional nature only. ^ few of us cannot bind down 
the future generations and I trust that those who come after us will cast upon all pio- 
blems entirely free from all religious and communal taint. It is necessary however for 
snch of us as do not believe in communalism and religion interfering with political and 
economic matters to take up a strong attitude now and not permit us extremists to have it 
all their way.

Simon Commission.
In the course of this fairly long address I have hardly referred to the Simon Com­

mission. I have not done so partly because the problem we have to face is a much bigger 
one and partly because none of you here want any arguments from me to boycott it.
That boycott is going to continue in spite of defections of weak-kneed individuals and of 
well meant attempts to 11 Bridge the gulf.”  The gulf will not be so easily bridged.
And it is folly to deceive ourselves that it can be easily bridged. Before a new bridge 
is built on the basis of friendship and co-operation the present chains which tie ua to 
England must be severed. Only then can real co-operation take place. It may be that 
a few of us are over keen even now to find a way to lead them tu the pleasant and 
sheltered paths of co-operation. If so they are welcome there but they will be none of us.
We shall carry on this boycott regardless of back sliders. But a boycott of the commis­
sion confined to public meetings and resolutions is the feeblest of methods. It is merely 
a confession of our weakness. How can we make it really effective.

A boycott of British goods has been suggested and we are fully entitled to have it.
I hope we shall carry it on to the best of our ability. But we must know that 6uch a 
general boycott justified as it is on sentimental grounds cannot take us far. The omy 
real thing that can be boycotted is British cloth. Can we bring about an effective 
boycott of British cloth ?

The present position Btated roughly is, I believe, as follows. Our mills in India 
produce one third of the cloth consumed by us. Our handloom weavers produce another 
third, and we import from foreign countries the remaining third, of this over 8 0  per cent, 
is English.

Boycott of British Cloth.
There is a 6trong movement in the country to-day to boycott British cloth only.

This is perfectly justified and if we could do eo we would force the hands of England, But 
there is a serious danger of our failing to do so if we permit other foreign cloths to come 
in, British cloth will then creep in the guise of Japan or some other foreign cloth and 
it will be imposeible both for the ordinary purchaser or the retailer to distinguish 
between the two. This practical difficulty seems to be insuperable and it would thus 
appear that in order to boycott British cloth we must boycott all foreign cloth. Another 
advantage this would bring us would be that Khaddar and mill cloths in India would 
compete for the boycott. If we favour other foreign cloths there will be no co-operation 
between the mills and the Khadi producer in India. We must therefore concentrate 
on the boycott of all foreign clotb though to-day it really means a boycott of Biitish 
cloth. It means our displacing one third of t he cloth we consume and which comes from 
foreign countries by clotb manufactured by us. This should offer no great difficulty 
if our kbadi organisations and our cotton mills co-operate in the task instead of competing 
with each other. It is well known that khadi can be produced in almost unlimited 
quantities at short notice if there is a demand for it. Our mills even with their existing 
machinery can also greatly increase their output. Thus there is no doubt, that we are 
in a position to produce enough to boycott foreign cloth totally in the near future pro­
vided only the will to do so is present. It is for the public to express this will. If they 
do 60 all other difficulties will disappear. We cannot expect those who profit by the 
import of foreign cloth to feel enthusiastic over the boycott ; it must cause loss to the 
importer and toothers in the trade. But are we to sacrifice the interests of India and 
her millions for the sake of a handful of importers ? Most of our mill owners also have 
not got good record. They have in the past sought to profit by national sentiment in
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India, they have taken enormous dividends and yet have treated pitilessly t.ie poor 
■workers who were the foundations of their fortune. To-day instead of combating foreign 
cloth many of them are competing with coarse khadi and are thus profitting even by the 
kbadi of the people. If they could see far enough and knew their real interests they 
would realise that their prosperity is bound up with the good will of the people and their 
whole hearted cooperation in the boycott would bent fit them even more than it would 
do the nation as a whole. But this co operation can only be based on full justice to the 
workers in their mills and a minimum of profit.

Co-operation of Mill-owners
-r, effective boycott is clearly possible with kbadi and Indian mill cloth co-operating,
m en if only few mid-owners are agreeable to our conditions, we can work with them and 
I am sure others will be drawn into our movement later. But if there is to be no co­
operation with the mills what can we do then ? Our duty is clear. We must by cou> 
centratiDg on kbadi only to bring these misguided owners to reason and make the boycott 
of cloth as effective as we can.

I have in an earlier part of this address referred to the coming of industrialism to 
India and have stated that 1 believed it to be an inevitable process, I have no objection 
to the big or small machine and I think that properly used they can be made to 6erve 
man and not dominate over him. And yet I have, advocated the use of Kbadi also. I 
have done so because I am convinced that in our present condition iu the future lor some 
time kbadi is a boon to the poverty-stricken millions of India. I cannot say if Khaoi 
will he necessary for us in the distant future. But I can say that to-day it supplies a 
veiy r< a) want and wherever it has been produced it has brought a ticasure of well­
being in its train. The theory of its being an ideal auxiliaiy to agriculture would prove 
this, but if there was any doubt our expeiiencc and the evidence of our eyes has removed 
it utterly. To bring immediate relief to our long suffering peasantry, to make India 
more self-sufficient in the matter of cloth in the near future, to make the boycott of foreign 
cloth successful, kbadi to-day is essential. The necessity for khadi is even greater in
case of war or crisis when automatically foreign impoits will cease. How can we satisfy 
our nerds then ? Our mills will make va6t profits, prices of cloth will soon go up and 
our poor will practically have to go naked. Only Khadi will meet the situation there.
It will supply the growing demand and will force the mills to keep their prices dfi wn,
So even from the point of view of war khadi is a necessity.

Punjab’s Duty.

But if war comes, aud every thing indicates tl at it will come before long, we shall 
have to face oilier and mor6 vital problems than that of cloth. The Madias Congress has 
given us a lead in this matter and it is for this province to ponder over this lead, for the 
leal .-urden of action will fall on the Tun jab. You and your gal.'ant soidiers have been 
exploited enough in the paet, not in India only, but in the four quarteis of the world.
£ven to-day they are made to do the dirty work of Biitisb Imperialism in China, in 
m 6ia and in Mesopotamia, and they are used to suppress people who ate our friends 
and neighbours and who have done us no barm. It is time that we put an end to this 
shameful exploitation of the courage of our manhood. We are told iliat we nre not 
capable of defending our country against the foreign invaders, hut our soldiers are capable 
enough 1 f defending the British Empiie in Euiope, in Asia and in Africa. You know 
how our man povvir and our wealth was exploited by the British Empire during the 
last war. You know also the measure of the return that we got for our help. It was 
the Rowlatt Act and Martial Law in the Tunjab Are you prepared to ho deluded again, 
to be exploited again and to he thrown into the scrap heap again ? Wise m?n, they say, 
piofit by the failures and experience of ordinary men, by their own experience and fools 
by neither’ We may not he veiy wise, hut let ue not be fools either. Let us make up our 
minds now that we shall do when a crisis comes, let ua decide that whatever else we may 
or may not do we shall not permit ourselves to be exploited by British imperialism.
Let us Eay with the Madras Congress that- if the British Government embarks on any 
warlike adventure and endeavours to exploit India, it will be our duty to refuse to take 
any part in such a War or to co-operate with in any war whatsoever.

ThiB will be no easy matter. It will mean our 1 aving to face and endure perilous 
hardships. But if we have the courage to face them and the capacity to endure them to 
the end, and the statesmanship not to compromise, We shall emerge, triumphant from 
the ordeal and our dtar country which has bo long suffered alien domination will be 
free again.



P r o c e e d i n g s  a n d  R e s o l u t i o n s .
S E C O N D  D A Y — 1 2  TH A P R I L  1 9 2 8 .

The second day’ s proceedings o f  the Conference com m enced at I p.m. in 
the afternoon, audience being larger than yesterday.

Resolutions paying tribute to the mem ory o f  Hakim A jm al Khan, expressing 
sympathy with the K akori prisoners and other political prisoners and con gra ­
tulating B aba Gurdit S ingh o f  the K om agata Maru fame on his recent arrest 
were put from the Chair and carried unanimously.

Dr. Satyapal then moved the following resolution
“  This Conference cordially welcomes the resolution ot the Indian National Congress 

on independence and is of opinion that there can he no real freedom for India till British 
connection is severed and India completely controls her economic, military and foreign 
policy. In particular this conference is of opinion that the British army of occupation in 
India muBt foithwith be withdrawn.’1

The resolution was seconded by Sardar Gopal Singh and being supported 
by others was unanimously adopted.

Following resolutions were also adopted :—
“  This Conference draws special attention of the people of the Province to the 41 war 

danger ”  resolution ot the Madias CongresB and to the extensive war preparations which 
the British Government is carrying on in the Noith West Frontier of India, The Con­
ference calls upon the people to stand by the Congress declaration in case of such war 
and to refuse to take any part in it.

** Xbis Conference strongly condemns the vindictive treatment meted out by the 
Government of India to the Maharajah of Nabha, The Conference believes that the 
ulabaraja of Nabha is being persecuted because of his sympathies with national movement 
jn general and Akaii movement in particular. The policy of the Government to separate 
the young prince of Nabha from hie parents is in the opinion of this Conference cruel 
and inhuman. .

*• This Conference expresses its heartfelt sympathy with the Maharaja and his family 
in their troubles ” ,

Dr. Shaik Muhammad Alam moved the following resolution which was 
passed:—

«? That this conference condemns the attitude of the Government in not gazetting the 
name of Malik Lalkhan who was elected president, of the municipal committee, Gujran- 
walla” .

D r. A lam  explained that the Government’s action was due to the fact that
M alik Lalkhan was a nationalist and did not take part in the reception to the 
Simon Commission. _ .

A  resolution for putting up a tablet with the names o f  the martyrs in JaUiati- 
walla E agh was put from the chair and passed. The Government was co n ­
dem ned for not granting passports to Sardars Kharak Singh ,-M angal Singh and 
H aracharan Singh for going abroad on private business. Recom m endation was
m ade to the Congress in a resolution to utilise the services of the exiled p a t io ts
for propaganda in the cause o f  Indian independence, The conference then 

adjourned.

T H I R D  D A Y — 1 3 T H  A P R I L  1 9 2 8 .

The Conference adopted to-day the following further resolutions :
“ This conference expresses its deep regret at the sad dtraise of Mr. Harchandrai 

Visbindas who died at Delhi while faithfully dischaging his duty and conveys heartfelt 
condolence to members of his family ” .

■' This conference is of opinion that the only effective means at present, available of 
demonstrating the united strength of the nation lieB through boycott of foreign cloth- 
The Conference there urges all concerned completely to boycott foreign cloth aDd adopt 
handspun and hand woven If hadi'V

“  This conference denounces and condemns the action taken by Government regarding 
the release and treatment of martial law prisoners, conspiracy case prisoners who were
tried and convicted by the special tribunal set up in Punjab in 1914 and 1 9 1 5 , all ot
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S°rVOti ° Ut thCir lreal scnt('Dces- Bengal detenus and all other political priBonnrs and detenus incarcerated in Indian jails” . poiit.cai
n ,his conference welcomes the resolution of the Madras Congress relating to boycott 

of^British goods and requests the Provincial Congress Committee to take immediate aetfon

‘ ‘ T,’ is C° nfe. ? nC* fully EUPP°It9 lb® national boycott of the Simon Commission and 
resolves to carry it on at every stage and in every form as directed by the N ^ n a l  Con 
gress and to tolerate no deviation form the principle of self determination in its appHca^on 
future": reC° gmt,0n ° f the I’Sbt of the B 1 itieh Parliament to determine India’s

“  This conference congratulates the people of the Province on m i .  „„„„ • 
the mandate of the Congress by organising boycott of the Commission despite a lP onnosf 
tion and repression on behalf of the Government, The confeicnee cond^mn^ J £ !>  
of members of the Provincial Legislative Councils abd those municipal and district S s  
and individuals who betrayed the nation's cause by co-operatin'* with the C o ln i^ -  
and recommends to the electors to demand resignation of all 8Uch°reDresentaH^ Th 
Conference requests the Provincial Congress Committee to organise an in te n s iv T ca m -J ^  
for the boycott by means of tours and otherwise to make it thoroughly effective ?  S“
.. ‘J h" P W  Provincial Conference emphatically declares its unshaklbie faith that 
the Indian National Congress, the Parliament of India is the onlv nniirin.i f
which is the final authority for deciding all political differences and to fram rani9a f ri 
tution and no other body has any right to interfere matters which fall within the fur s' 
diction of the Congress and time weaken the prestige of the National parliament 3 

C om plete Independence by “ A ll Possible M e a n s” .
D r. Satyapal moved the follow ing resolution
“  This Conference recommends to the Indian National Congress to chance article 1 cf 

the Constitution as follows i -T h e  object of the Indian National Congress is the a n i i ^
possiblcm'.ans ” P° P ° f ° f C° mp," e lDdfPendenCe out6irfe British Empire by a,!

Sardar M angal Singh opposing said the term “ all possible m e a n s”  was 
am biguous and included violence for which the cou ntry  was not Drenarcd T t 
was a prolonged discussion for over two hours. 3 preparecL T here

Lala D unichand o f  A m bala , Lala Raizada H ansrai Hr ,
it. D r. K itchlew  observed that as l o n g a s t h e country
pared to take to arm ed revolution it was no use passing the pr j*
that M ahatm a G andhi’s method o f  non-violent resistance was best S u ite d V th J  
present circum stances. u“ ca [0 tae

ca rrS b y P74 aga"nstC56Ied ^  r6Sulted !n the ^solution being
The Conference a lso passed to-day a resolution expressing  sym oathv with 

the D hariw al w orkers in their fight against the em ployers’ dem ands 3
In his con clud ing speech  Pandit Jaw aharlal Nehru recapitulated the nm
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Mah arashtra Provincial Conference

The Sixth Session of the Maharashtra Provincial Conference opened at 
Poona on the 3RD MAY 1928 under the presidency of Sj. Subhash Chandra 
Bose. Proceedings opened with “  Bandemataram.”  Mr. S. M. Paranjpe then 
delivered his welcome address.

Mr. N. C. KELKAR proposing Sj. Subhas Chandra Bose to the chair stated 
that the Reception Committee in selecting the President had to consider his 
personal virtues, relations between his province and our province, his position 
without the province and his relations with Government. In these respects they 
found that Sj. Subhas Chandra Bose was qualified for the presidentship. Subhas 
Babu succeeded Deshabandhu Das as the leader in Bengal. He did not boast 
but quietly showed worth through actual deeds. Bengal and Maharashtra have 
been compared sister provinces. His relations with the Government were well- 
known. He resigned the Civil Service and was sent to jail. He was among the 
first to receive the attention of the Government in pursuance of their policy in 
cutting off tall poppies. An old saying in India has been that a member of the 
Indian Civil Service should be neither Indian, nor civil, nor servant and Subhas 
Babu, if he continued to be a member would have proved an exception. Subhas 
was a Karmayogi, a disciple of Lokamanya Tilak. Our unity must last for ever 
and not nntil the Simon Commission boycott continued.

T h e  P r e s i d e n t i a l  A d d r e s s .
Mr. BOSE then rose to deliver his presidential address which was received 

with deafening and prolonged applause. The following are important extracts 
from his speech :—

The charge has often been levelled against us that since Democracy is an 
occidental institution, India by accepting democratic or semi-democratic insti­
tutions is being westernized. Some European writers—Lord Ronaldshay for 
instance—go so far to say that democracy is unsuited to the oriental tempera­
ment and political advance in India should not therefore be made in that direc­
tion. Ignorance and effrontery could not go future. Democracy is by no means 
a western institution—it is a human institution. Wherever man has attempted 
to evolve political institutions—he has hit upon this wonderful institution— 
democracy. The past history of India is replete with instances of democratic 
institutions. Mr. H. P. Jayaswal in his wonderful book “ Hindu Polity”  has 
dealt with this matter at great length and has given a list of 81 republics in 
Ancient India. The Indian languages are also rich in terminology required in 
connection with political institutions of an advanced type. Democratic insti­
tutions still exist in certain parts of India. Among the Khasias of Assam, for 
example, it is still the custom to elect the ruling chief by a vote of the whole 
clan—and this custom has been handed down from time immemorial. The prin­
ciple of democracy was also applied in India in the Government of villages and 
towns. The other day while visiting the Varendra Research Society Museum at 
Rajsbahi in North Bengal, I was shown a very interesting copper-plate inscrip­
tion in which it was stated that civic administration in the good old days was 
vested in a Committee of five, including the Nagar-Sreshthi (i. e. our modern 
Mayor). With regard to village Self-Government it is not necessary to remind an 
Indian audience about the village Panchayets—democratic institutions handed 
down to us from days of yore.

Not only democracy but other socio-political doctrines of an advanced 
character were not unknown to India in the past. Communism, for instance, is 
not a western institution. Among the Khasias of Assam, to whom I have referred 
above, private property as an institution does not exist in theory even to-day.
The clan as a whole owns the entire land. I am sure that similar instances
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can still be found in other parts of India and also in the past history of our country. c J
The problem that have confronted the human race in different ages and in 

dmerent climes—and the solutions that have been invented are about the same 
all the world over. Centuries ago the Greek philos rphers laid down the dictum 
tnat political evolution follows a cycle course. Monarchy is followed by aristo­
cracy or oligarchy which in turn is followed by democracy. Democracy is some- 
times overtaken by anarchy and there is then a return to one-man rule. If the 
above dictum is taken in a general way it will probably hold good not of Greece 
or iLurope alone but ol the whole world. We, who represent one of the most 
ancient living civilizations of the world, have through the ages witnessed in our 
land the rise and fall of political institutions of all types. The fact that during 
the centuries preceding the advent of the British there was a powerful reaction 
in favour of autocracy or one-man rule—is no ground for saying that democratic 
institutions were unknown to India and are unsuited to the Indian temperament.

Nationalism and Internationalism.
neCeS,Sary at tilis S!a?e t0 warn my countrymen, and my young 

Partlcular, about the attack that is being made on Nationalism from 
more than one quarter. From the point of view of Cultural Internationalism, 
Nationalism is sometimes assailed as narrow, selfish and aggressive. It is also 
egarded as a hm lrance to the promotion of internationalism in the domain of 

to 1 UPfA u y repiy to the charge is that Indian nationalism is neither narrow, 
nor selfish nor aggressive. It is inspired by the highest ideals of the human 
race, viz. Sat yam (The True), Shivam (The Good), Sun laram (The Beautiful), 

tionalism in India has instilled into us truthfulness, honesty, manliness and 
^service an l sacrifice- What is more, it has roused the creative 

acuities which for centuries had been lying dormant in our people and as a 
result we ate experiencing a renaissance in the domain of Indian Art. Without
art aruf oil'm<eY>f ^  ^reath llberty> what would have been the fate of our 

" “ «! Is anotIler point I would also urge in reply. Though there is a
undamen al unity underlying human art and culture, it has to be admitted that

ana of, ‘ a • " e ,h?,ve dIst,nct,ve types. It is not by obliterating these differences 
, " , , . C,ng duU un'foi-mity that art and culture can be best promoted. I 
.• | ‘ ,ratne,r mainia|n that it is only by developing these distinctive types along 

distinctive channels that human civilisation can be enriched. Unity we must 
nave out true unity can manifest itself only through diversity. Nationalism, 
dowerml' mrom' from b,ndenng the growth of art and culture acts as a most 
of alien S  ' ;  , More.',ver> 13 only by liberating India from the domination
develob a o n ^ H me  htl S ' lat we can  exPecL Indian art a« d culture to d vel tp ah n „  distinctive channels in the ligh t o f  our age-long ideals.

Tntprnv;,hn r| 'S made on nationalism from "the point of view ofInternationa1 Labour or In ernational Communis n. This attack is not only ill- 
advised but unconsciously serves the interests of our alien rulers. It should be 
clear to the man in the street that before we can endeavour to reconstruct Indian
society on a new basis—whether socialistic or otherwise—we should first secure
the right t° shape our own destiny. As long as India lies prostrate at the feet 
onlvBo fn 'nt- thar r'^h "’dl > be denied to us. It is therefore the paramount dutv not 

y f nationalists—out of all anti-nationalistic communists—to bring about the 
has hepn *™anc,Pat?on ° f [n iia as early as possible. When political freedom 
_ • , attalned> '.twll then be time to consider seriously the problem of
11 . and economic reconstruction. As far as I am aware this is aiso the 

opinion ot prominent communists in other lands. To introduce fresh cleavage 
ml 'tn,i?Ur ran" s by talking openly of class war an 1 working for it—appears^to 

3 ne present moment to be a crime against Nationalism. To what straits 
n,-ay be reduced by a mal-assimilati m of Karl Max and Bakunin becomes 

• a f e?r when we come across a certain class of Indian labourites (or commu-
ol'nh’ rn th°Ui Callr'!lein so)—who openly advocate the use of British or foreign Clotn on the plea of Internationalism.

5 2
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I hope I have said nothing which would in any way minimise the importance 
of the Labour movement in India. My object on the other hand is to clear up 
all misunderstanding between Labour and Nationalism and to pave the way for 
a rapprochment and a coalition between the organised forces of Labour and 
Nationalism. In this connection we would do well to take a leaf out of recent 
Irish History.

Nationalism is not in any way opposed to Internationalism ; the latter rather 
presupposed the former. I believe in Internationalism as firmly as anybody else 
but I also maintain that the approach to Internationalism must necessarily be 
through the gates of Nationalism. Internationalism whether in the cultural or 
in the political sphere is possible only when distinctive cultures have first been 
produced or separate nationalities brought into existence. The fabric of inter­
nationalism can be built only on a federal basis and federations—we shall all 
agree—exemplify the principle of unity in diversity. My conception of lnterna- 
tionalism is a federation of cultures on one side and a federation of nationalities
on the other. By developing our national culture and working for India’s 
freedom we are really making India fit for internationalism. I would also 
like to add in this connection that India seems to me to be an epitome 
of the world. Through her the world-problem is struggling for a solution. 
When the synthesis of culture and the federation of self-governing states becomes 
a * fait accompli ’ in India—it will be an object lesson to all the nations.

Labour and Nationalism.
I have already hinted that I desire to plead for a coalition between Labour 

and Nationalism. (I am using Labour here in a wider sense to include pea­
sants as well.) It has to be admitted that though we have passed resolutions 
from the Congress platform time and again regarding Labour, much has not 
been achieved in that direction. This has been due mainly to two reasons. In 
the first place we have noi been able to produce a sufficient number of workers 
who are fit—physically, intellectually and morally—for work among our Labour. 
Further, those who have gone in for this sort of work have had reason to com­
plain of a certain amount of apathy on the part of Congressmen ingeneial.
In the second place, it has to be admitted that in our programme we have not 
always been able to include items, the promotion of which would * ipso facto 
further the interests of labour. In all countries under the sun comparatively 
few men desire freedom for its own sake—while the majority join the freedom 
movement because freedom is the panacea of their earthly ills. Personally I have 
no doubt in my own mind that we can free India from her economic bondage 
only after we have made her politically free and that is why I believe that all 
those who desire India’s economic emancipation should swell the ranks of the 
Indian National Congress and liberate India from foreign yoke.

If we review the programme of the Congress during the last few years we 
shall find that only in our Khadi programme have we been able to offer something 
to our masses which would mean bread and butter to them. Khadi, I am glad 
to say, has brought food to thousands and thousands of hungry mouths all over 
India. Given money and organization, there is plenty of scope for pushing on 
Khadi. There are lacs and lacs of poor Indians living on the verge ot starva­
tion to whom Khadi can offer a means of subsistence. But the appeal of khadi 
cannot be universal. We find from bitter experience in some pai tscif Bengal 
that as soon as the masses are a little better « ff, their Charkas lie idle: and 
that the peasant who gets a better return from paddy or jute cultivator will 
refuse to cultivate cotton. In the same province where uniform conditions pie- 
vail, Khadi does not make much headway in those tracts which are less 
proverty stricken. In other words, as long as the economic condition of the 
masses is below a certain level they gladly take to the spinning wheel—but when 
that level is reached they have a tendency to look out for more lucrative employ­
ment whether in agriculture or in industry. _ ,

Except when Congressmen have joined the Kishan movement as in U. 1 . 
or have taken up the question of jute cultivation as in Bengal or have undertaken 
a campaign for non-payment of taxes in order to resist illegal taxation or 
oppressive legislation as in Gujerat—-vve have seldom been able to make a direct
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appeal to the interests of the masses. And until this is done—human nature 
t)ein~| 's— l̂ow can we exPect the masses to join the freedom movement?
1 ij e/ e ,s ano,her reason why I consider it imperative that the Congress 

snould be more alive to the interests of the masses. Mass consciousness has 
been roused in India—thanks to the extensive and intensive propaganda under- 
aken durmg the non-co-operation movement—and the mass movement cannot 

possibly be checked now. The only question is along what lines mass consci- 
ness should manifest itself. If the Congress neglects the interests of the masses 
it is inevitable  ̂that sectional—and if I may say so, anti-national—movements will 
come into existence and class-war among our people will appear even before we 
nave achieved our political emancipation. It would be disastrous in the highest 
degree if we were to launch on a class-war while we are all bed-fellows in 
slavery, in order that we may afford amusement "to the common enemy. I regret 
to say that there is at present a tendency among some Indian labourites to 
belittle the Congress and to condemn the Congress programme. This recrimina- 
tion should cease and the organised forces of Labour and of the Congress 
should join hands for furthering the economic interests of the masses and promo­
ting the causes of India’s political emancipation.

- f  doubt ’*■ woukl be possib e to lay down a uniform programme for the 
whole India which would attract the masses by making a direct appeal to their 
economic interests—because the conditions vary so much in the different pro­
vinces. But even if a uniform programme be not possible—each provincial 

ongress Committee can and should draw up a programme for itself. What this 
Piogramme should be will depend on the conditions prevailing in such province.

The Communal Problem.
While I do not condemn any patch-up work that may be necessary for 

healing communal sores I would urge the necessity of discovering a deeper 
i i tn̂ / ° r/°-Ur communal troubles. India is like a vast stream flowing down 
the banks of time and fed by culture—streams from different quarters at different 
points in her life’s career. If we are to have a true conception of India we 
should follow with our minds’ eye the whole course of Indian History and, as 
it were, live through the experiences of our fore-fathers from time immemo­
rial up to the present day. We shall then recover our historic consciousness 
and realise that India has been charged by Providence with the mission of 
solving a world problem viz. the problem of unifying separate ethnic groups, 
harmonizing different interests and points of view and synthesising different 
cultures. Out of this apparent chaos we have to evolve cosmos—through this 
bewildeung diversity we have to search for a fundamental basis of unity. The 
magnitude ot this task is sufficient to appeal to any other people but an ancient 
and undying race like ours need not be frightened or discouraged.

From this point of view it will be clear that India has a place for Islam— 
as for every other religion. It is necessary for the different religious groups to be
acquainted with the traditions, ideals and history of one another__because
cultural intimacy will pave the way towards communal peace and harmony. I 
venture to think that the fundamental basis of political unity between different 
communities lies m cultural rapprochment and as things stand to-day, the 
diff rent communities inhabiting India are too exclusive.

In order to facilitate cultural rapprochment, a dose of secular and scienti­
fic training is necessary. Fanaticism is the greatest thorn in the path of 
cultural intimacy and there is no better remedy for fanaticism than secular and 
scientific education. Secular and scientific education is useful in another way 
in that it helps to rouse our “ economic” consciousness. The dawn of 
“ economic ”  consciousness spells the death of fanaticism. There is much more 
in common between a Hindu peasant and a Muslim peasant than between a 
Muslim peasant and a Muslim Zemindar. The masses have only got to be edu­
cated wherein their economic interests lie and once they understand that, they 
will no longer consent to be pawns in communal fends. By working from the
cultural, educational and economic side, we can gradually undermine fanaticism
3 Pd thereby render possible the growth of healthy nationalism in this country.
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Youth Movement.
One of the most hopeful signs of the times is the awakening among the 

Youth of this country. The movement has spread from one end of the country 
to the other and, as far as I am aware, has attracted not only young men but 
young women as well. The Youth of this age have become self-conscious ; they 
have been inspired by an ideal and are anxious to follow the call of their 
inner nature and fulfil their destiny. The movement is the spontaneous self- 
expression of the national soul and on the course of this movement depends 
nation’s future weal. Our duty therefore is not to attempt to crush this new­
born spirit—but to lend it our support and guidance. If we want to rouse the 
divinity in man, to awaken the infinite power and energy which lie dormant within 
him—we have to infuse into him the desire for freedom. The desire for freedom 
is the fountain head of all inspiration, the secret spring of all our creative 
faculties. When a man is intoxicated with the desire for freedom his whole 
aspect changes—as does Nature under the magic influence of Spring and, he 
goes throuth a process of complete transfiguration. We then begin to marvel 
at the personality he develops and the power that he wields.

Friends, I would implore you to assist in the awakening of Youth and 
in the organization of the Youth movement. Self-conscious Youth will not only 
act, but will also dream ; will not destroy but will also build.

It will succeed where even you may fail—it will also create for you a new 
India and a free India—out of the failure, trials and experiences of the past.
And believe me, if we are to rid India once for all of the canker of communalism 
and fanaticism we have to begin work among our Youth.

Are we Fit for Swaraj ?
Our benign rulers and our self-appointed advisers are in the habit of lectur­

ing day after day on our unfitness for Swaraj. Some say that we must have 
more education before we can hope to be free; others maintain tha> social 
reform should precede political reform ; still others urge that without industrial 
development India cannot be fit for Swaraj. None of these statements is true. 
Indeed it would be far more true to say that without political freedom i.e. without 
the power to shape our own destiny we cannot have ei'her c .mpulsoty free 
education or social reform or industrial advancement. If you demand education 
for your people as Gokhale did long ago the plea is put forward by Government 
that there is no money. If you introduce social legislation for the advancement of 
yuur countrymen you find Miss Mayo’s cousins on the other side of the Atlantic 
arrayed against you and on the side of your social die-hards. When you are 
working yourself to death in order to bring about the economic and industrial 
regeneration of India you find to your infinite regret and surprise that your 
Imperial Bank, your railways and your Stoies Department are least inclined 
to help your national enterprise. You pass resolutions in your municipalities 
and in your Council in favour of Prohibition and you find that the Government 
meets you with a stone-wall of indifference or hos ility. You are a philanthropist 
administering relief in famine-stricken areas and you find it impossible to pro­
hibit the export of foodstuffs while your countrymen die in shoals for want of food.

I have no doubt in my own mind that Swaraj and Swaraj alone is the 
sovereign remedy for all our ills. And the only criterion of our fitness for Swaraj 
is the will to be free. As a people we lack nothing that is necessary for winning 
and preserving our liberty except this national will. Compare India with China, 
Turkey, Persia, Afghanistan, Bulgaria, Czech i-Slovakia, Roumania, Russia etc., 
and you will agree that we aie inferior to them in nothing—in fact we are 
superior to them in many respects except in moral fervour, in our desire to be 
free. The moment this will is roused in our people, the chains of bondage will 
break. British rule in India still rests on the co-operation of the people and a 
large section of the British people earn a living because we in India consume 
the goods that they manufac ure. We have only to withdraw our co-operation 
in India to cease buying British goods and the collapse of the bureaucracy will 
be immediate and complete. Non-co-operation and boycott on a national scale 
will be possible only when the national will is roused.
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M odus Operandi.

How to rouse the national will within the shortest period possible is then the 
problem before us and our policies and programme have to be drawn up with 
a view to this end. The Congress policy since 1921 has been a dual policy o f  
destruction  and construction, o f  opposition and consolidation. W e feel that the 
bureaucracy has entrenched itself in this country by creating a net work o f  
organizations and institutions and by appointing a hierarchy o f  officials to run 
them. These institutions are the seats o f  bureaucratic power and through them 
the bureaucracy has a grip on the very heart o f  the people. W e have to storm  
these citadels o f  power and for that purpose w- have to set up parallel institutions.
These parallel 01 ganizations are our Congress offices. As our power and in­
fluence increase through the organization o f  Congress Com nittees we shall be 
able to capture the bureaucratic seats o f  power. W e know from personal ex­
perience that in districts where Congress Committees are well-organized, the 
capture o f  local bodies lias been possible without any difficulty. The Congress 
offices are therefore the forts where we have to entre ch ourselves and whence 
we have to stir out every day in order to raid the bureaucratic citadels. Con­
gress Committees are our army and no plan o f  cam paign , however skilfully 
devised, can succeed unless we have a strong, efficient and disciplined army at 
our com mand.

I regret to say that confusion o f  the thought some times manifests itself 
within our ranks particularly when we begin to consider policies and pro­
grammes. W e are apt to forget that there is a general plan o f  cam paign which 
is the basis o f  all our activity and which we cannot by any means neglect—  
unless we desire to jeopardize all chances o f  success. This plan o f  cam paign is 
the dual policy referred to above of political propaganda am ong the masses and 
with it, the removal o f  untouchability and intem perance, propagation o f  Khadi, 
establishment of arbitration tribunals and national schools— and o f capture o f  
local bodies and legislatures. The former will facilitate the capture o f  bureau­
cratic seats o f  power and the latter will in turn assist and strengthen all our 
work in the coun ry— whether o f a constructive or o f an oppositionist character.

If we neglect the organisation o f  Congress Committees or our general plan 
o f  cam paign we can be sure o f  bringing on a political slump in the country. And 
when we are in the midst o f  a depression— large doses in the shape o f  advanced 
measures will not produce any re-action. W e have to remember that pro­
grammes like that o f boycott o f  British goods are, as it were, sorties in a general 
cam paign and these sorties o f  spurts are possible only when the army itself is 
fit and efficient. The efficiency o f  the national army can be maintained only by 
keeping up a spirit o f  resistance am ong our people. This spirit o f resistance 
will strengihcn our national morale and stimulate work in the country and in 
the local bodies and legislatures.

Friends, you will remember that when after the Gaya C ongress o f  1922 there 
was a tendency am ong a large section o f  our Congressmen to concentrate wholly 
on the constructive program m e to the exclusion ol everything else, Deshbandhu 
D as pointed out in the manifesto o f  the Swaraj Party that it was absolutely 
necessary to keep up a spirit o f  resistance to the bureauctacy. Deshbandhu 
firmly believed that without an atm osphere o f  opposition it was not possible to 
push on the constructive program m e or to achieve success in any other d irec­
tion. But this basic principle we often seem to forget. “  N on-co-operation is 
b a r r e n ” — “  opposition has failed ” — “  obstruction is fruitless” — these are catch ­
words which mislead the unwary public. T he most tragic element in our ch a ra c­
ter is that we d o  not look ahead ; we are easily upset by failures. W e lack the 
dogged  tenacity o f John Bull—and unlike him we cannot thereiore fight a losing 
gam e. W e do not realise that during the Great W ar it was the tenacious nib­
bling policy o f  French's contem ptible little arm y in the midst o f  a most hopeless 
situation which made subsequrnt v ictory possible. 1, therefore, say that opposi­
tion to Government is never futile— it is the psychological basis o f the nationalist 
movement. T hrough  opposition alone has the .principle o f  nationality asserted 
itself over and over again in history. It is only by unitorm, consistent and 
continuous obstruction that we can  keep up an atmosphere, o f  resistance to the



bureaucracy and develop that moral stamina, lack o f  which is the one psycho­
logical cause o f  our degradation and slavery. I ask you— how can an inverte­
brate subject race develop a moral backbone except by prolonged and consistent 
opposition to Government ?

The End.
I have often been asked how the end will com e— how the bureaucracy will 

ultimately be forced to accede to our terms. I have no misgivings in this matter 
for I have already had a foretaste o f  what will com e. The movement will reach 
its clim ax in a sort o f  general strike or country-wide hartal coupled with a 
boycott o f  British goods. A long with 'he strike or hartal to bring about which, 
Labour and the National Congress will heartily co-operate, there will be some 
form o f  civil disobedience, because the bureaucracy is not likely to sit idle while 
a strike is going on. It is also possible that there may be non-payment o f  taxes 
in some form or other but this is not essential. W hen this crisis is reached, 
the average Britisher at home will feel that to starve India politically means 
econom ic starvation for him. And the bureaucracy in India will find that it is 
impossible to carry  on the adm inistration in the face o f  a country-wide non-co- 
operation movement. The jails will be full, as in 1921, and there will be generally 
dem oralization within the ranks o f  the bureaucracy who will no longer be able 
to count on the loyalty and devotion o f  their servants and employees. There 
will be a paralysis o f the adm inistration and possibly o f  foreign trade and com ­
m erce. The bureaucracy will consider the situation as chaotic— but from the 
point o f  view o f  the people, the country will be organised, disciplined and 
determ ined. The bureaucracy will then be forced to yield to the dem ands o f 
the peoples’ representatives— for Saving themselves from unnecessary trouble 
and anxiety and for restoring their trade with India.

I am an optimist and I feel that though we should be prepared for the worst, 
we can  also hope for the best. I, therefore, think that it is just possible that 
the movement may not have to be carried on to its log ical conclusion. It is 
possible that Great Britain has profited by the lessons o f  history. It is possible 
that the internecine struggle with Ireland ending in E ngland’s final capitulation 
is still green in the minds o f the British politicians. And it is possible that the 
rem arkable words o f  M r. Ram say M acD onald are still ringing in the ears o f  
Britishers— “ India is determined to be free with our help if possible, without 
our help if necessary” . It is therefore possible that if united India meets Great 
Britain with an agreed constitution as her minimum dem and, the latter will find 
it more prudent and m ore paying, in the long run, to adopt a statesmanlike 
course and to accept and ratify that constitution. But I wish to make it per­
fectly clear that if for any reason the A ll-Parties Conference does not prove to 
be as successful as we wish it to be— the Congress will formulate its own 
dem ands and will carry on the movement to its log ica l conclusion.

P r o c e e d i n g s  a n d  R e s o l u t i o n s .
Release o f  B engal Detenus.

After the Presidential A ddress was over the Conference adopted a resolution 
put from the Chair dem anding the release o f  Bengal detenus, removal o f  restric­
tions on Dr. Savarkar, condem ning the enhancem ent o f  revenue assessment in 
Bardoli, A libag and other districts, called upon the Government o f  Bom bay to 
suspend the operations o f  the revision o f  assessment and make proper amends 
by way o f  com pensation in the Talukas in which enhancement has already been 
effected.

Sympathy with Mill-Strikers.
A nother resolution expressed sym pathy with Bom bay and Sholapur mill 

strikers, condem ned the firing on  them and supported the dem ands formulated 
by  the Joint Strike Committee.

Another resolution expressed the disapproval o f  the Small Holdings Bill 
which was designed to prevent fragm entation and prom ote consolidation o f  land 
and called upon the Bom bay Legislative Council to throw out the Bill,
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^  ,o f  supporters o f  the Bill opposed the resolution but had to run
™ L g u l*  • ° f hoStlle interruptions. T h e resolution was eventually passed by an 
overw helm ing m ajority. T he C on ference then adjourned.

S E C O N D  D A Y — 4 T H M A Y  1 9 2 8 .
Re-assem bling this m orning the C onference adopted a resolution expressing 

tile opinion that in the interests o f  both the rulers and the people o f  the Indian 
sta tes  they should establish at an early  date  representative institutions and 
responsible governm ent.

Bardoli Satyagraha.
B y the next resolution the C onference fully approved Satyagraha being 

offered against the enhancem ent o f  land revenue at A libag, Pen. D eogad  and 
Bardoli congratulated the leaders o f  the m ovem ent and asked the people o f  
M aharashtra to help in the fight. 1 1

B oycott o f  Simon Com m ission.
A  lively discussion followed on  the resolution that as the British Governm ent 

appointed the Statutory Com mission in utter d isregard  o f  India’ s right o f  self- 
determ ination the C onference called upon M aharashtra to boycott it 'an d  have 
nothing to d o  with it at any stage and in any form .

c IrA Di1vekar> seconding the resolution, referred to the circu lar issued bv 
ivli. S R. Bhagwat, Secretary to the Local Self-Governm ent Institute, inviting
attention to the Simon Commission’s request that the local bodies should submit
m em oranda and requesting those bodies to prepare their case. Mr. D ivekar 
condem ned M r. Bhagw at’s circu lar as a m ischievous attem pt to get behind the 
country ’ s verd ict on  the question.

Mr Bhagwat rose to support the resolution and explained that his circu lar 
only asked the local bodies to exam ine the position and form a case, not neces- 
sarily for subm itting to the Sim on Com mission. It might also be subm itted to 
the N ational Congress, for instance.

t l J ereTJ.were host'>e interruptions at this stage, some d elegates dem anding 
that M i. Bhagw at should c ircu larise  the loca l bod ies again , asking them to 
subm it m em oranda to the Congress.

Mr. Bhagwat replied that the question o f  attitude to be adopted towards the 
Com mission would be decided at the Local B odies C onference to be held shortly.
H e could not, therefore, anticipate that decision .

Other delegates declared  that since M r. Bhagw at supported the boycott 
resolution there was no point in trying to censure him.

Eventually the president put the m otion  which was carried unanimously.
A nother resolution was that as a step tow ards the attainm ent o f  India ’s goal 

and protest against the appointm ent o f  the Sim on Com mission the con ference 
called  upon the Congress Com m ittees in M aharashtra to start a vigorous pro­
pagan da  to boycott British cloth, yarn and other goods.

A  resolution urging a vigorous propaganda in favour c f  Swadeshi cloth  and 
goods, with special emphasis on  khaddar was also passed.

Strong condem nation  o f  the Bom bay G overnm ent’s excise policy  and d ec lara ­
tion o f  the faith in total prohibition were m ade in the next resolution. T he 
speakers on this resolution condem ned G overnm ent’s action  in giving up the 
proposed prohibition experim ent in Satara.

T he next resolution called  upon each  D istrict C ongress Committee to form a 
volunteer corps.

O her resolutions, put from  the chair, urged the need o f  special attention to 
detailed  study o f  the econ om ic and socia l condition  o f  the villages and m aking 
a sustained and con certed  effort to reorganise them and appointed a propaganda 
com m ittee consisting o f  five mem bers to give effect to the resolutions o f the Con­
ference and undertake a program m e o f  national work.

In his conclud ing rem arks M r. B ose congratulated the C onference on  su c­
cessful session which had restored u rity  within the ranks o f  Congressm en in he 
province and agreed  to a com m on policy  and program m e.
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The Kerala Provincial Conference.
The Fourth Session of the Kerala Provincial Conference commenced its sitting on 

the 2 8 TH MAY 1 9 2 8  at Payyanur, a village in Tellicherry in the Madras Presidency where 
a spacious and a very beautiful pandal had been erected for this purpose.

The proceedings of the Conference commenced at 2  with the singing of national 
songs. About 5 0 0  delegates attended. Pt. Jawaharlal N EH RU, President, in the course of
his speech 6aid :— . . . .

“ India has little in common with England and her econo mic interests conflict in 
almost every particular with those of England. An imperial bond between the two can 
only be an enforced union productive of ill-w ill and continuous fiiction and must of 
necessity be to the advantage of Eng.and.”

Independence Resolution.
For the present however, the anion must mcrsearily be the union of the lion and 

the lamb with the lamb inside the lion. This is evident if we study the relations of 
England with other countries like China, Persia, Mesopotamia and Egypt. She has 
OPD fieri ail attempts at freedom of all these countries and only recently we had an amazing 
example of her imperial policy in Independent Egypt. Even in regaid to the countiies 
of Europe she is acknowldged to be the main obstacle to world peace and co-operation.
It is“ nccnceivab,e therefore that India can have only a real measure of freedom within he 
lirrrte of the British Empire and you will welcome, I am sure the resolutions of the 
Madras Congress laying down our goal as complete national Independence. lhiB does not
mean ill-will to Eng'and or to any other country, but it is a condition precedent to our
fnrure growth an t to the development of peaceful relations with other countries including 
England. The Madras Congress resolulion is important specially because it attacks the 
psychology of submission and slavery and helplessness which generati ms of fore gn 
have developed in us. It prepares out minds for the will to be free without which freedom 
cannot come even to-day. There are so many of ns who take an academic interest m  In ” an fr.eriom who whilst they talk of freedom feel no inner uige for it, D °ull,B H 1 
difficulties assail them and fear bom  of a slave psychology hampers their efforts. Wo 
are told of the dangers that In tia may have to face in the event of England leaving 
to onr own resources, of the fear of foreign invasion and of our inability to cope with 
it but is not realised that, the strength that succeeds in enfoicing India s will on England 
will also succeed in protecting Iudia from other foreign incursions. It «  n<>̂  felt 
ke. nly enough that we are even now suffering under a foreign invasion and the future 
caTnor bring any greater disaster to us. No. to get rid of our present domination because 
of future problematical dangers is the height of fear and weakness. But what external 
dangers will face us when the B i-ish  leave India? We have an I no.an army brave 
and efficient well tried in many continents It. was good enough to fight for the tree- 
Som of the allies in the battle fields of Europe and it will be good enough to figrt if 
necessary for the freedom of India and when treedom comes we shad develop ou army 
and Strengthen it. and make it more efficient even than it is to -d a y . We have seen 
during the Great War how vast armies can grow np in time of need.

International Situation.
i no the defence foroe but even more so

r n r ^ ^ v lm a in  indfpm den because none "dare attack them for tear of complications 
Pi0  ̂ sim ilar!? no country would care attack a free India for fear of com pli-
that " ^ T n  t folerate. that, the tich p.ize of India should fell
ca inns. . pr -gut what power indeed could threat* u us ? France, Germany

^too mnch iL o lved  f f i X i r Pmu.oal hatred and jealousies and are too af.aid 
8r b y mhe to “r o u b le u s a  all The United States of America are too far away for 
e f f i X e a c S n  V p a n t a s "  t L  hostility of the United States and ev en M t a
Western European rowers and cannot dare to embark on a new at venture whiffii would
b l  fraught with the greatest riBks for her. Afghanistan is strong in defence but weak
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attack and it is inconceivable that with its limited resources it can do us any harm. It 
may at most carry out a number of successful raids before we can defeat it aud hold it 
in check. But there is absolutely no reason why we should have any relations with 
Afghanistan. Russia remains the sole danger but even this danger is largely imaginary.
She is preparing for war as everyone knows or ought to know that no country is in 
greater need of peace than Russia. The Great War, the civil war, famine and blockade 
have shaken her foundation and done her tremendous injury. She had made much good 
of her losses but above everything she desires peace to build up the new social order she 
has established. Experts tell us that although btrong in influence she is weak in attack.
Her whole Government is based on the good-will of the workers and the peasantry and 
she can not count on this good-will in an oppressive campaign. She had so many 
enemies that she dare not of her own accord start an invasion of India and leavo her 
western flanks exposed to attack. Nor has she any economic reason to covet India.
India and Russia are too alike to help each other much. Both are largely agricultural 
countries with raw materials and markets. Russia desires no raw material or markets.
She wants capital and machinery and India can supply neither. We thus see that no 
danger threatens India from any direction and even iE there is any danger, we shall be 
able to cope with it.

It may be, however, that we are unable to cope with it and go down in the struggle.
That risk must be faced as it has been faced by every brave people in history. Because 
of risk we cannot give up our birthright or take the shameful position oE asking for the 
British help to defend our country and liberties. We must make it clear that on no 
account are we prepared to have the British forces in our country. The alien army of 
occupation must be withdrawn.

Independence and Parties.
It is said that by laying stress on Independence, we antagonise other parties in the 

country just when the need for the unity was the greatest. Unity is certainly most desirable 
but can unity bo achieved by the sacrifice of our principles ? Our opponents and even 
those of our colleagues for whose sake we sacrifice our principles will respect us the 
less for it. Let us respect sentiments and even prejudices of others. But let us not 
give in on any matter which we consider vital. The Congress has already shown its 
desire to co-operate whenever it can with other groups and parties without giving up 
our ideals and our goal. We have co-operated whole-heartedly with others for the boycott 
of the Simon Commissim and are to-day co-operating with numerous groups in the All- 
Parties Conferences. W e could give no greater evidence of our good-will and our tolerance 
cannot extend to sacrifice of the principle and the goal. And the ideal we have set 
before us is too vivid to be forgotton or discarded for a temporary compromise. The road 
we have to travel iB a long one aud for the same distance it is a common road for others as 
well, Let us travel together respecting each other and it may be that when one reaches 
the cross roads wo may have converted many of others to our view. If we fall to do so 
we would agree to differ and part company without rancour, or ill-will.

You must have been disappointed at the proceedings of the All Parties Conference 
in Bombay and yet the very fact that we are having so much difficulty in finding a 
solution to contending claims shows that we are at grips with the real problem. By 
ignoring them or making a patch work compromise we caunot solve them. It is a measure 
of our earnestness that we are trying to face them Bquarely and I have every hope that 
if wo continue to do so we shall find a solution.

Pear Dominates.
What are these problems we hear, of controversies about the separation of Sind and 

separate and joint electorates and reservation of seats ? But if you go to the bottom of 
all this you find one all pervading cause. It is fear of the Muslim that the HindUB may 
exterminate him, the fear of the Hindu that the Muslim may crush him, the fear of each 
community or group. It is a senseless fear. To protect.itself each community wants a 
privileged and dominating position in each province. Surely no group should dominate 
over another and the rights of each should be safeguarded. The communal organisations, 
the Hindu Mahasabha and the Muslim League each desire domination aud there can be 
ni> compromise between the two. Are we then to give up the task as hopeless? The 
duty of the Congress and o f  all other organisations which arc not based on pure com- 
munalism is clear. After paying due regard to the fears whether justified or not they 
must evolve a constitution which should he as just and reasonable as can be expected under 
the circumstances and then should place it before the country. The Moslem League and 
the Hindu Mahasabha may oppose it in details. But jthere can be nothing whioh can
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satisfy both of them. And the country as a whole I feci sure will accept it if it is 
based on reason and justice.

Ideal Constitution.
Unhappily it is not possible in this world of ours to-day to produce an ideal consti­

tution We cannot ignore prejudice and unreason but let us at any rate try to approxi­
mate to the ideal as far as we can. The history of India tells us that danger has always 
come because o£ the want of central authority. We have had too much decentralisation.
If we are to build up a etrong India we must have central Government but we can not 
afford to kill the rich and varying cultures of India by having too much uniformity and 
discouraging local effort and enterprise' In other countries the tendency to-day is to 
give full local autonomy to cultural areas. We must, therefore, while laying stress on a 
etroDg central Government accept the principle of giving considerable autonomy to 
different areas having traditions and cultures of their own. The best teat of a culture is 
that of language. There may be too many small autonomous areas. The economic life of 
the country may suffer but this can be safe-guarded by the giving of powers to large areas 
inelnding several autonomous cultural areas. If this principle iB kept in mind and if in 
addition we have joint electorates and proper safeguards for all the minorities and back­
ward groups, I think we might evolve a satisfactory constitution for the transition period at 
least. Let us hope that the committee which the All-Parties Conference has appointed 
will meet with success in drawing up this constitution. It is becoming clear that the 
Indian StateB cannot be ignored or excluded. Nothing can be more fatal for India than 
a division between the two independent entities. The problem has become an urgent 
one because we find that efforts are being made to raise a barrier between the two parts 
of India and should they meet with success it will become difficult for us not only to 
have a united Indian States but also to achieve freedom in what is called British India. 
Becentiy a scheme has been published on behalf of a number of Indian provinces under 
a superficial garb of good-will to the British India. This scheme lays down the dan­
gerous principle of separation of Indian States and so far as the people of the States are 
concerned, we are told that they will live under a rule of law. We know well what rule 
of law and order means. This scheme muBt therefore bo combated by us not only in 
British India but in the states. Even such of the ruling princes as are wise and far- 
sec-ing enough should reject it and take their stand by their own people and by the people 
of British India. We stand together and nothing must be allowed to separate ns, But 
is it not feasible to boycott British cloth ODiy as it will creep in under various disguises.

We must therefore boycott all foreign cloth. There has been some talk of an 
alliance between khaddar and Indian mill cloth lo bring about this boycott. But as you 
know the mill-owners have refused to respond to Indian nationalist sentiment and are 
at present engaged in crushing the poor workers whom they have exploited: so far as 
we know, that in the past they have made vast profits because of the Swadeshi 
sentiment and recently they have not hesitated to exploit the kbadi sentiment of the 
people by manufacturing khadi with Gandhi’s picture and the charka printed on their 
cloth, it is not possible for them to co-operate with khadi but with foreign cloth ani also 
agree to treat the workers properly. They refuse to do so and prefer co-operation. There 
is only one course open to us. We must lay stress on hand-spun khadi only.

We must make it clear to the mill-owners tbat their own interests dictate that they 
should co-operate with the nationalist India and not with the alien Government. When 
they have realised that, they will be in a proper frame of mind to work with ns.

Bardoli Struggle.
You are no doubt aware of the great struggle that is going on at Bardoli. It is an 

economical struggle but there is little to distinguish economies from politics to-day, so 
also is the gallant struggle of mill workers of Bombay. Against the great odds of such 
straggle is a nation’s strength built up. Bardoli has ceased to be a provincial affair.
The whole country iB watching it with eager interest and I have no doubt that you will 
send your greetings and best wisheB,

P r o c e e d i n g s  a n d  R e s o l u t i o n s .
After Pandit Jawaliarlal had finished his extempore speech the Con­

ference adjourned and re-assembled ori the next day, the 29TH MAY, in the 
noon and passed the following resolutions : —

( 1) The first resolution recorded deep sorrow at the death of Maganlal Gandhi and
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hoped that the people of Kerala would contribute to the fund started for establishing a 
khadi museum as his memorial.

(2) The second resolution was of opinion that in future constitutions Kerala should 
bo a separate province.

(3 ) The third resolution reiterated its complete faith in the absolute innocence of Mr.
M, P. Narayana Menon and opined that in continuing to keep him in jail in the face of the 
unanimous demand of the public and the Council the Government is guilty of gross 
injustice.

(4 ) The fourth resolution appealed to the public of Kerala to do away with untouch- 
ability and unapprochability,

(5 ) The fifth resolution extended its heartiest greetings to the brave men and 
women of Bardoli in their struggle for justice and called upon the people of Kerala 
to render them all the help that they could.

(0 ) The sixth resolution called upon the people of Malabar to continue the boycott 
of the Simon Commission in every form and at eviry stage and the representative from 
Malabar in the Provincial Council and in the Assembly to give full effect to this boycott.

(7 ) The next resolution was of opinion that the legislation giving fixity of tenure and 
protection from arbitrary enactment to all the tenants of Malabar should be immediately 
enacted.

(8) The eighth resolution called upon the people to refrain ftom purchasing as far 
as possible all British goods and requested the Provincial Committee specially to take 
immediate steps to prepare a list of such British goods as can and should be totally 
boycotted.

(9 ) The next resolution requested the All-Indian Spinners’ Association to set apar t 
khadi funds collected in Kerala for the development of khadi producing centres and 
sale departments in Kerala itself. Further it requested the AU-India Spinners’ Asso­
ciation to organise the Kerala branch of A. I. S. A,

(1 0 ) The resolution relating to the boycott of British goods was moved from the chair 
and passed unanimously.

( 11) Another resolution urged upon the people of Kerala to boycott foreign cloths by 
using lchaddar exclusively.

(1 2 ) The next resolution condemned the scheme of colonisation in the Andamans started 
by the Government to Bend away the Moplah families from Malabar against the 
repeated and unanimous protest of the people. The Conference condemned government's 
policy of continuing to keep in jail the Malabar Rebellion prisoners who were not guilty 
of any grave offence involving personal violence.

( 13) Relation with Indian States.
“ This Conference is strongly of opin ion” , runs the next resolution, “  that Indian 

States are an integral and indivisible part of India and cannot be politically or economi­
cally separated from it. The Conference is therefore of opinion that the constitution of 
India must comprise the States, This conference is further of opinion that the present 
unlimited aut: cracy of Indian Princes is a standing menace both to the people of the 
States and of British India and that the constitution of United India should provide for 
a responsible Government in the States.”

Further the president was authorised to communicate this resolution to the All-India 
Congress Committee and the All-Parties Conference.

( 1 4 ) The next resolution welcomed the resolution passed at the Madras Congress 
layiDg down complete national Independence as the goal cf the people of India. This 
resolution was moved from the chair and passed unanimously,

(1 5 ) Change of Congress Creed.
This over, Mr. Madhava Hair moved the following resolution “  This conference 

recommends to the Congress to be held in Calcutta in December next that the present 
creed of the Cougrc6B be changed to that of attainment of complete Independence for 
India. ”  The resolution was opposed by Mr. Manjeri Rama Ayer, Mr. U. Gopala 
Menon and others.

The Preeidant Pundit Jawaharlal before taking vote addressed the audience on the 
resolution. He said that it appeared to him that there was a great deal of confusion of 
thought in regard to the resolution. References to Bhishma and Avimanyu had been 
made and the respective merits of Dominion Status and Independence discussed. He 
would, therefore, try to clear up the position and try to sum up as a judge and leave it to the 
delegates to decide. There was no question before “diem of Dominion Status against 
independence, Tbs Congress at Madras had already declared our goal to be independence,
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and this Conference had welcomed that resolution only a short while ago, so it was 
entirely beride the point to discuss our objective that had been settled. So far as the 
Congress was concerned the resolution before them sought merely to make a recommenda­
tion to the Congress that it should be limited to those who believe in independence. Its 
doors were open to those who desired Domini >n Status. It was open to them to come 
and convert the majority to their views. The resolution shut this door. It thus raised 
a vital question, although it did so in the shape of a recommendation only.

Continuing he said: “ We have thus to consider which is more desirable of the two 
methods of carrying on the fight, either having a single-minded group, small it may be 
but, strong in its convmctions or a large group joining together for a lesser objective.
I have no doubt that a strong and single minded minority is more effective than a vague 
majority. But a further question arises whether the whole of the Congress should be 
this minority, or whether this minority should try to make the Congress an exclusive 
body. This question cannot be decided on the pure grounds of principle; we have to 
take into consideration the actual facts of the situation. The pcsition in India to-day 
must be examined add our decision can only be taken after we have fully considered this 
aspect. The question is there full of difficulty. I cannot at this stage go into the full 
consideration of the position to day in the country. Besides I told you that 1 would 
mprely try to clear the point at issue to sum up as a judge and leave the decision to you.
You have already had 60 many speakers for and against, that I do not wish to make 
another lengthy contiibution to debate. I would only as President point out the difficul­
ties to you and ask you to decide regardless of appeals to sentiment which has been made."

The resolution was put to vote and carried by a majority amidst shouts of “  Bande 
Mataram ". After the concluding speech of the President the conference ended with a 
vote of thankB proposed to the Chair by Mr, U. Gopala Menon.

Karnatak Provincial Conference.
The fifth session of the Karnatak Provincial Conference was held at Dharwar 

on the 27TH MAY 1928 under the presidency of Mr. K. F. Nariman. The 
President referring to the present political situation detailed the history of 
the British rule in India at some length and said .

“ In short, the history o f  this adm inistration may be recorded briefly in a 
few words by a series o f  destruction such as the econom ic destruction as illus­
trated by the pitiable condition  o f the agriculturists, the mental destruction as 
evidenced by the utter neglect o f  education am ongst the masses, the physical 
destruction as has been achieved by em asculation by the Arm s A ct, and last 
but not the least the destruction o f  the very soul and spirit o f  India by the 
im position o f  such a farcical, hypocritical and fraudulent constitution as the 
one under which by misnomer is called “ T h e Governm ent o f  India  Reform s 
A c t ” , whereas as a matter o f  fact, far from reforming the constitution, it has 
thoroughly deform ed the whole adm inistration.

“ Such is the result of the administration after a long experiment ol century 
and more and the only justification of our rulers in continuing their existence 
from their own standpoint is their supposed fitness and superiority to carry on 
the administration in refusing to hand over the reins of their government to our 
own countrymen is our unfitness to discharge the heavy responsibilities of the 
Government.”

No Charm For Us.
«  After the ignominous record of over a century of the British Raj, it is but 

natural that the British Empire should not have any particular charm for 11s.
If this Imperial unit called the British Empire is a hindrance in our way and 
obstructs our passage to freedom and emancipation then we will sooner get rid 
of this Empire than give up our struggle for freedom. There is a limit of human
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patience and human suffering. Even the docile, timid halting and cautious 
people o f  India are tired o f  the game. The most^ recent Imperial outrage, an 
adm ixture o f  fraud and folly, the “  Simon Commission has com e as a last m ck 
even to our m oderate and liberal friends. Even these friends o, the b iitish  
have discovered rather late in the day that the British statesmen whom they 
had hitherto considered as their genuine and sincere allies and on whose good- 
faith and bona-fides they all a long depended to attain their modest goal ot 
Dom inion H om e Rule are the greatest hum bugs, and they all these years Have 
been fooled by the British Buffoons o f  the Imperial Parliam ent. This discovery 
is o f  immense political im portance and o f  very great political significance. Ih is  
d iscovery has led to the political unity o f  all parties in India because the cause 
o f  the split is now luckily rem oved.

B oycott— A  Settled F act.
“  So far as this part o f  the country is concerned , I take it for granted that 

com plete B oycott o f  the Simon Commission is a settled fact. The Commission 
is based on the arrogant presumption o f  British R ace superiority and Indian 
unfitness. It is not possible to fool this country any more by such hypocritical 
and fraudulent parliam entary devices.

By this time even a child in this country knows that the British want to 
continue their hold on India for the most immoral and selfish consideiation  ot 
profiteering and exploitation. Britain will not voluntarily part with such a vast 
and lucrative dum ping ground for the British unemployed and such resourceful 
hunting "round for the British exploiters. Their false pietences ot British 
trusteeship and solicitude for the teeming masses or for protection from interna, 
discord or external aggression  deceives no one. It is only when India has been 
bled to the last drop o f  her blood and there is no further field for British ex­
ploitation, British loot and British profiteering that the British capitalists wall 
feel that all the wealth and resources have been sufficiently drained o ff and the 
country is left dry and unfruitful, then and then alone will the British Parliament 
consider the Indians fit to m anage their own affairs and India lit for the 
Dom inion Status. If Indian’s fitness is to be judged by a Nation outside India, 
if scores o f  Indian com munities cannot be trusted to be the judges o f  their own 
affairs, then on  that account the British Parliam ent and the British nation shall 
be the last persons on the Earth  to be accepted as impartial judges.

“ So far as our presidency is concerned , the efficiency and titness o f  our 
Rulers is simply proved and dem onstrated by that most efficient and up-to-date 
working o f  the Developm ent D epartm ent! I do not think there is any other 
Government or private Departm ent in any other part o f  the world, East or 
W est, civilised or uncivilised, modern or ancient, either a small native state or 
a large foreign state, that will com e up to this im portant departm ent o f  the 
Government o f  Bom bay in point o f  corruption, fraud, inefficiency, waste o f  public 
funds and callous disregard o f  public interests. W e should have thought that 
after these ruthless exposures we should have heard no more ot the alleged 
superiority and efficiency o f  the British adm inistrators. If an Indian adm inis­
tration had been guilty o f  such vandalism , such gross m ism anagem ent, such 
open day-light loot and corruption, through sheer sense o f  shame, it would have 
retired from field and never shown its face to the public, but the British adm inis­
trators in this country, by their long habit o f  bossing and bluffing, have not 
only becom e heated, arrogant and proud, but have also lost all sense of shame;

44 A fter such exposures and positive proof o f  their inefficiency and dishonesty 
instead o f  subm itting to an exam ination to prove their own fitness for future 
governm ent before a board o f  Indian judges, they itill destre^to pose as judge, 
and question our fitness and capacity  to m anage our own attairs .

“ The only course open to a self-respecting. Indian patriot is to ignore this 
Commission altogether not only because it has not included one or two Indians 
but” because w / question the right of the Brit.sh Parliamenb he Par ianiein of 
a nation outside India, to sit in judgment over us and to be our dictatois. India 
may be in chains, India may be in bondage, she may be poyet tvstnken and in a physically helpless condition but she will not allow even the proudest and
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most arrogant and most powerful race on earth to insult her. She will preserve 
her self-respect because Indian soul and spirit is not yet dead. We may not 
be able to set our freedom for some time but in the meantime we will not be 
willing instruments in the hands of our enemy, we will not willingly co-operate 
with them and help them to fasten additional links in the chain of our slavery.

Constructive Work Needed.
“ But the mere boycott of the Commission is, to my mind, not enough. It 

is a mere negative programme asking us to refrain from certain action in order 
to keep the agitation alive. It is necessary to have side by side with the negative 
programme, some constructive positive proposals and active propaganda. Our 
first and immediate task in this direction should be the preparation of a con­
stitution for the future Government of India, that would be generally acceptable
to all. Lord Birkenhead with his usual swelled headedness and pride has 
challenged India to frame such a constitution. If we have an ounce of self- 
respect left in us we should accept that challenge and frame such a constitution 
and fling it in the face of Lord Birkenhead and his arrogant colleagues of the
British Parliament. „  , . , . , _  . . . ,

“  Our duty is plain and simple. Having lost all faith in the British, having 
lost all hopes of securing justice and fair-play from this selfish nation, obviously 
we have to agitate and create a situation in India by our individual efforts till 
the hands of our opponents are forced and they are compelled to acknowledge 
our birth-right and leave the country in good time with all bag and baggage.

“ In order to create that desired and much aspired situation in India it is 
necessary for us to start a persistent organised and forceful campaign through­
out the country.

Boycott of British Cloth.
ii jn order that the country and the Nation might be prepared for such a 

campaign and for such self-sacrifice and exertions, it is necessary to concen­
trate on some definite means, particularly on some constructive agitation and 
programme. Boycott of foreign goods and particularly British cloth might 
occupy our first attention. Though a very weak weapon, still under the present 
circumstances it is the only effective economic weapon in our hands both to 
expose our feelings and to relieve the economic pressure in this country. I he 
nation that gave birth to Dyer and O’Dwyer and sent them to this land for 
inhuman butcheries, deserves no quarter, no mercy, no consideration at the 
hands of any single patriotic Indian. This feeling, not of hatred but resentment, 
of the people of India is genuine and real and based on solid foundation ot
justice^tker y emS that are l0  f,e faced and solved instead of shelved under 
one pretext or another, are the communal problem of Hindu-Moslem unity and 
the sectarian problem of Untouchability.

Untouchability.
“ As regards the question of untouchability, I desire to be rather emphatic 

and clear in my expression of opinion. Unless and until this class domination
is removed root and branch, our case for Swaraj is considerably weakened and 
loses a great deal of its force. With what justification and wilh what face we 
complain of foreign domination, foreign exploitation in this country so long we 
permit in any form or any shape this cruel and unreasonable class domination 
over our own brethren and our kith and kin. These foreigners who dominate 
have at least the justification, howsoever unreasonable or unjust, of conquest,
but to mv mind there is no justification of any kind in perpetuating this adverse
and invidious system. We must face and overcome this local and indigenous 
orthodoxy as much as the foreign bureaucracy, for to my mind they both are 
equally detrimental to the ordinary progress and prosperity of the country ard 
obstruct as much the attainment of our ultimate goal,

Hindu-Moslem Unity.
“ The next knotty poin̂  is the Hindu-Muslim Unity. You must admit and 

face the fact that the relations between the two communities are not of a nature

' Gô X



|S |  . 1 <SL
hay '28] RESOLUTIONS 42»

I*also"heHp1 Ivl the political and economical progress of the country; but 
! that thes® differences at times are greatly exaggerated bv our 

engineeredtC>anH^ ?h®lr nefa’'I0U.s and selfish objects, and very often they are 
Confer^! ?nd 'gn'ted by the interested parties. However, the All-Parties 
Hke Dr An, ’SpIVTg l% Ŝ B rthat probIera and it is hoped that with leaders 
on our & T ’ Puf f It: M.?.tl al> Lala Lajpatrai and Madan Mohon Malaviya, on our side, the problem will soon be solved to the satisfaction of all. y
against J ™ / 0 tle Str,UggIe’ tbe brave peasants of Bardoli are carrying on 
whtch is not Scrupulous and powerful opponent, a life and death struggle 
assessment -y ‘bis,sma11 ‘“significant issue of enhanced land
will eo a Z  ! “ °tf /  tlon,e’ but t0 my mind is a pitched battle that
whole t y t°  d,eClde the larSer 'ssues of freedom or slavery for the
that s,r„ , °U! ? i  /  1Sk you t(? cons'der the importance and magnitude of 

thtW?,g ’ and Ifeel constrained to state that this agitation is not meeting 
n R m l ia”r response .that it fully deserves not only from the Presidencyot Bombay but also from the whole country. ^

vinrJ  . I f f /  a Ppea1, as usual, is to the youth o f  the province, and through this 
S  h n n ^ . W youth ° f  the whole country. This aw akening o f  the youth is the 
f n , f  fnl s,Kn. o f  the tlmes, the one silver lining in the clouds o f  depression
vouth3 who8 Will f 6 n0t,the least doabt that with this new awakenin^of lhe 
elders the goal of Swa^ ‘ f® ^ ’"i6 W'th the c°-°Perad°n and guidance of the 
v v d i n r ! J u r‘Ch We f re a11 strugg'inS and aspiring is not niir pm ? 1!1 nd although unfortunately we are all born slaves but we will gain 
our emancipation and freedom before we quit this Motherland. ”

Re s o l ut i o ns .
, . f ft®r tbe Presidential address was over 2 4  resolutions were adoDted nf 

which the important were the Independence Resolution and resolutions on 
the boycott ot the Commission, Bardoli Satyagraha, unification ofKarnatal- 
Le“ “  h°  untouchability and forest grievances in North Canara. Pandit 
Taranath moved a resolution urging Indian princes to give responsible G ivern
S d in V  th1:  ?nd°Ple- cMl;  HoSak°i’Pa Krishna Rao movt  ̂ n S S

c d ' a "  -States, ln, tbe Swaraj constitution for India as Swaraiya 
a warm^ d ian s .aties is unthmkablle and unworkable. His resolution elicited 
n J n  r rd bate m the Subjects Committee and was unanimously adop ed in die 
open conference, d h e  President M r. N arim an in conclud ing the proceedings
andSvdsh ntCd , 1 re 0rganiSefrS on the unadulterated success o f  t l i / c  »n e -e n le  

T h ,r n n  i  c ° n.fcre.n“  invlted at Belgaum to be a greater success.
The C oh eren ce  closed its sittings am idst loud and prolonged cheers.
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The All-India Hindu Mahasabha.
T he eleventh session o f  the A ll-India H indu M ahasabha opened at Jubbul- 

pore on the 8T H  A P R IL  1928 at 4 p.m. in the spacious and very tastefully 
decorated pandal which was packed with delegates and visitors. A  large num ber 
o f  ladies were also present. M any leaders were unavoidably absent and there­
fore when Pandit M alaviya unexpected ly m ade his appearance, a w ave o f  mild 
enthusiasm was witnessed.

Rai Bahadur M athuraprasad, Chairm an o f  the R eception  Com mittee, did 
not read his printed address o f  w elcom e but m ade extem pore speech  on  the 
sam e lines. H e declared  that the H indu Sabha movement arose to solve the 
problem s o f  Sangathan, Shuddi and the uplift o f  untouchables. It was never 
m eant to be aggressive nor did it seek to hatch  plots against other com m unities.
T he Chairm an appealed to all H indus to give up the beaten track and strike out 
out a new course o f  con du ct a ccord in g  to the ch a n ged  circum stance. In co n ­
clusion, he briefly outined a  program m e for the H indu Sabha.

T h e  P r e s i d e n t i a l  A d d r e s s .
B efore M r. K elkar took the chair H is H oliness Shri Shankaracharya blessed 

the m ovem ent in a Sanskrit speech.
In the course o f  a lengthy presidential address Mr. K E L K A R  m ade a broad 

survey o f  the purpose o f  H indu M ahasabha and the justification o f  its activities o f  
Shuddhi and Sangathan and H indu-M oslem  com prom ise proposals. H e asked the 
H indu Com munity to g o  on with the organ isation  o f  the society without being 
afraid o f  the accusation  that it was a nairow ly com m unal movem ent. H e justified 
Shuddhi m ovem ent as the logical reaction  against the proselytising activities o f  
the other com m unities. M r. Kelkar then dealt at great length with the H indu- 
M oslem  com prom ise proposals and by an analysis o f  the position  taken up by the 
M oslem  L eague, Congress and Hindu Sabha he showed that the attitude taken 
up by the H indu Sabha was the most reasonable. H e criticised  M r. Jinnah’s 
po licy  o f  presenting the com prom ise proposals on  beh a lf o f  the M ahom edans in 
a solid b lock  which could be either accepted or rejected as a whole and which, 
therefore, M r. Kelkar said w ere mainly responsible for the impasse.

R egard in g  H indu Muslim problem s M r, Kelkar said :—
O n the merits o f  Joint electorates, both  parties are agreed . The H indus 

ob jected  to com m unal e lectorates from the beginning, and M r. Jinnah has now 
openly adm itted the futility o f  com m unal e lectorates, even from the point o f  
view  o f  M ahom edans. B oth  recogn ise  that Joint electorates will have the effect 
o f  returning, in the elections, men o f  either com m unity who are less bigotted  
or less typically com m unal than others. T h is would so far be a d ecided  gain 
by itself, and the resulting benefit, would be not on ly to any one com m unity, 
but to the whole nation. O n their merits, therefore, both parties should agree to 
joint electorates.

Reservation of Seats.
T h e dem and o f  the M ahom edans for reservation  o f  seats under m ixed e le c ­

torates is, in m y opin ion , perfectly  reasonable, at any rate, to com m ence with.
T he reservation cou ld be m ade on two principles :—

(1) Strength o f  population, and
(2) T a x  paying or electoral strength  o f  the m inority com m unity.
N ow , taxpaying qualification  ta n  alone be a legitim ate cla im  for a vote  in 

politica l lem ocracy . But the H indus have dec lared  their readiness to agree 
to  reservation  for M ahom edans o f  seats even a ccord in g  to the population basis.
I do say that this is a concession on the part of Hindus, and the Mahomedans 
should accept it as a concession.
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P u * ‘.he reservation o f  seats even for a “  m ajority ”  population in any 
S ip f '11-’6 IS’, . must say, simply an absurd dem and. It strikes at the very root o f  
m e rusicn o f  interests to be secured by the natural operation o f  joint electorates.

snows want o f  communal self-confidence by M ahom edans in themselves which, 
nowever has never been realised in practice before, in fact, this double propping 
up ot reservation for a “  minority ”  and reservation for a majority, is absolutely
unnecessary and indefensible.

. , ^ le snme considerations apply to the dem and o f  the reservation o f  one- 
tntrd seats in the central legislature. I f  reservation is to be made on the basis o f 
population, the M ahom edans would get and should be satisfied with the propor­
tional quota which would be due to them, and would be returned to the Central 
Legislature by each Province.

Reform s in N. W . Frontier Province.
A s for the Reform s in N . VV. F. Province and Baluchisthan I may say that* 

as a resolution this subject was passed wilhout a division in the Legislative 
ssembly in the last session, and without opposition from the Hindus, there

should be no doubt or difficulty about understanding the attitude o f  the H indus 
owards this dem and. I f  this question were to be  considered on its own merits, 

la m  personally in favour o f  the amalgam ation o f  the Settled D istricts with the 
rm njab rather than the grant o f  these reforms to the N . W . F. Province as at 
nmr,en Constituted. A t any rate I shall never be prepared to con cede  either 

a , ‘ con.d ition ”  o f  com m unal settlement. T he dem and put forward 
y the Mahomedans in the present manner necessarily gives political reform s a 

Character, and the M ahom edans should not blame the Hindus, if the 
ciemand tor political reforms made in a com m unal spirit is also dem urred to in 
«i com m unal spirit.

Separation o f  Sind.
„ oQASnf01 the1seP?ration °f Sind, the same considerations apply also in this 
Droved°tbatCan eg“ lm atey  rSk f9 r . the separation o f  Sind only if  it can be 

1 V  a mat, te,r °.f  adm inistrative efficiency or the econom ic well-being 
o f  the population as a whole, it is desirable to separate it from  Bom bay. But
ed fnCv en laSiheen n ad® o f  the fact that the separation  o f  Sind is being dem and- 
Tff 1°  ”  ,  • -r T "  coraml!nat reasons, and with the ob ject o f  securing a set 

1 • , additional hostage in M ahom edan hands as against the advantage 
winch the Hindus have over the Muslim minorities in other provinces. If oro- 
vinces a re  to be reorganished on the linguistic basis or any other principle, let 
those principles be applied to Sind along with the vest o f  India. T h ere ' is no 

*h.f Muslim s insistence upon the separation o f  Sind im mediately and 
lfP ft le reform a‘ ,on o f  ‘ he A ndhra, Karnatak, etc., as separate provinces.
nmMem Tnd l 6®"1 °  u® ^ a lised  that provincial reorganiza ion is a very difficult 

• d 1 °  n® Sh° U d be easiIy ra,sled by ‘ he exam ple o f  the National 
Congress in redrafting its constitution seven years ago, could easily form new 
provinces for its own adm inistration and propaganda purposes on the linguistic 
basis, because it involved not a pie worth o f  extra expenditure to anybody.
N o one can seriously suggest, however, that the regrouping o f  provinces for 
actual political adm inistration, involving as it does, an expenditure o f  crores o f  
rupees, is on the same footing as the distribution o f  provinces under the Congress 
Governm ent. The linguistic basis is, o f  course, a plausible criterion. But it 
would be w rong to assume that all provinces could be reorganized on that basis 
or political adm inistration im mediately, though there may be a vocal dem and 

tor it ever now by several provinces. It would be still m ore w rong to seek the 
separation o f  a province like Sind for manifestly com munal reasons. A n  im ­
portant question like the redistribution o f  a province which affects vitally the 
welfare o f  the population as a whole ought not to be decided by the s length  
of a com m unal m ajority a lo n e ; it should have behind it the support o f  a co n ­
siderable section o f  the m inority com munity also. E ven  those, who in the 
National Congress, favoured a resolution for an immediate beginning o f  Sind, 
A ndhra, Karnatak and Utkal as new linguistic provinces, were not Satisfied! 
with the financial merits o f  the proposition, as has been proved by the app i-nt 

• f>4 ,

|S | ' <8L



THE ALL-INDIA HINDU MAHASABHA [jubbulporb

m ent o f  a Com m ittee for con siderin g  the financial position o f  Sind though strictly  
speak ing the Com m ittee should have been  given  the task o f  inquiring into the 
cases  o f  A n dh ra , K arnatak, U tkal as well at the sam e time. T h e  appointm ent 
o f  the Com m ittee is aga in  futile, when we take in to a ccou n t the fact that Mr. 
Jinnah’s b lo ck  presentation  o f  M uslim  dem ands so for stands as it is, in  case 
the dec ision  o f  the Com m ittee were con ce iva b ly  adverse to the separation  o f  Sind.

P ublic Services.
A s  rega rd s  the dem and for reservation  o f  a share for the M ahom edans in 

all public services, I must say that 1 personally can not a gree  to it on  princip le. 
T h e  thing can  be easily red u ced  to an  absurd ity  in p ractice . 1 con fess, I have 
n o idea as to how  shares a re  to be carved  out and m aintained from time to time 
for particu lar com m unities in every  adm inistrative departm ent. L og ica lly  there 
must also be  proportionate div ision  o f  total am ount o f  salaries or g rad es  o f  
seniority. T h e  G overnm ent have a lrea d y  gon e  o r  a re  go in g  as far as they cou ld , 
out o f  their pronounced  good -w ill for the M ahom edans, and consistently  with the 
m ain tenance o f  m inim um  efficiency  in adm inistration . F ixed num erical shares 
in representation  in elective  bod y  is a  practica l proposition , but the reservation 
o f  posts in pu b lic  services in every adm inistrative departm ent is a sheer absurdity.

A s rega rd s  the veto  on  initiation o f  legislative m atters in legislative bodies 
to be  given  to M ahom edans, I have no c lea r  idea  as to how that can  be  done. 
But I d o  think that som e understanding will have to be arrived  at, in this 
d irection . E ven  as it is, in the w orking o f  the present leg islative bodies, we 
find that relig ious and com m unal m atters are dealt with in an unsatisfactory 
m anner, ow ing to the hurly burly o f  the legislative procedu re. But that is a 
sub ject on  w hich I am  not prepared  to offer any m ore defin ite views at present.

R e s o l u t i o n s .
T h e  full text o f  the resolutions passed in the M ahasabha by  an  overw helm ­

ing m a jority  on ly five voting  aga in st, runs as follow s :—
( 1 )  “ T h e H indu  M ahasabha reiterates its con v ict ion  that com m unal re­

presentation  is fundam entally opposed  to the princip le o f  responsible G overn ­
m ent and reg a rd s  the follow ing propositions as essential to be in corp ora ted  in 
any future constitution  o f  the c o u n t r y :— (a) that there shall be uniform ity o f  
franch ise for all com m ittees in each  p rovince ; (b ) that e lections to e lective bodies 
shall be b y  m ixed e le c to ra te s ; (c )  that there shall be n o reservation  o f  seats on 
com m unal con siderations in any o f  the e lective  bodies and educational institu­
tions, but to start with it a m inority  com m unity  in any p rovince was to dem and 
reservation  o f  seats, such  reservation  m ay be gran ted  on ly  in the L eg islatures 
for a short period  and on  the basis m entioned in the clause ; (d ) in n o c ircu m s­
tances, how ever, shall there be any reservation  o f  seats in favour o f  any m ajority  
com m u n ity ; (e) the basis or representation  o f  different com m unities shall be 
uniform , such  as adult population , voting  strength, or ta x a t io n ; (f)  red istribution  
o f  prov in ces  in India i f  and when n ecessary  shall be m ade on  their m erits in 
the ligh t o f  the princip les ca p a b le  o f  gen era l app lica tion  with due rega rd  to 
a im in istrative , financial and sim ilar other con sidera tions , but no new provinces 
shall be created  with the o b je ct o f  g iv ing  a m a jority  to any particu lar com m u n ity ; 
(g ) with regard  to the M uslim  dem and for the separation  o f  S indh the H indu 
M aha Sabha is o f  op in ion  that the creation  o f  new prov inces prim arily  o r  sole ly  
with a view  to in creasing  the num ber o f  prov in ces  in which a particu lar com ­
m unity shall be in m ajority  is fraught with d an ger to the g row th  o f  sound n a t io n ­
alism  in the cou ntry  and will d iv ide  India into H indu  India and  M uslim India.

(2) A s  the red istribu tion  o f  any prov in ce  without the con sen t and agreem ent 
o f  the tw o m ajor com m unities resid ing  in that p rov in ce  is likely to in crease  the 
area  o f  com m unal con flic t and en dan ger relations between the two m ajor co m ­
m unities n o on ly  in the p rov in ce  but throughout India, and

(3) A s  the separation  o f  S indh will not on ly  be a c  istly financial proposition , 
but would a lso arrest its econ om ic developm ent and its edu cation a l advan cem en t 
and dep rive the peop le  o f  S indh o f  m any undeniable benefits o f  their associa tion
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with the m ore advanced people o f  other parts o f the Bom bay Presidency in their 
econom ic as well as political developm ent, Sin h should not be separated from 
the Bom bay Presidency.
ana j  f ase provinces like North W est Frontier Province, Baluchistan 
and Scheduled D istricts steps should be taken to secure with as little delay as 
possible the benefit o f  a regular system o f  administration both judicial and 
executive so as to leave no ground for refusing them the full benefit o f  the future 
reform ed constitution o f  the Governm ent ot India.

(6) There shall be no com munal representation in public services which 
must be open to all communities on the basis o f  merit and com petency ascer­
tained through open com petitive tests.

. (6) This meeting appoints the following com m ittee to confer with any com ­
mittees appointed by other public bodies for the purpose o f  drafting a Swaraj 
constitution for India. The com m ittee is directed to adhere strictly to funda­
mental propositions laid down in the above resolution. The President is autho­
rised to amend the list as the situation arise >—
. .  Dr- M oonje, the H on ’ble Sir Sankaran Nair, Member, Council o f  State 
M r. C. V ijairaghava Chariar of Salem, M ahatm a H ansraj, Bhai Parm anand 
D ew an Bahadur R a ja  N arendra Nath, the H on ’ble Rai Ram sarandas B ahad ur, 
M em ber, Council o f  State, Professor GulshanRai, Dr. Gokul Chand N arang, 
cS n . TJ”  DaS, Ehargava, Pandit Devaratna Sharma, Hari H ar Swaroop 
anastri, Neki Ram Sharma, Babu Jagat N arainlal, the H on ’ble R aja Sir Ram pal 
Singh, K. C. I . E . Mem ber, Council o f  State, Kunwar Rananjaya Singh, Shanker

isra, H ansh  Chandra Bajpai, Mukut Beharilal Bhargava, Kumar Ganganand 
binha, H irendra Nath Dutt, Mr. K. C. N eogi, Padam araj Jain. M. S. Aney, Dr. 
Cnoiker, D r. Choitlvam, M r. Jairamdas Daulat Ram, Profo H. L. Chablani, L a 'a  
bri Ram  I ala Deshbandhu, and Mr. Shivdas Chamsi. The amendm ent moved 
by Sardar N arm adaprasad Sinha which was seconded by Mr. Mukut Beharilal 
B haigava  supported by Pandit M adan Mohan M alaviya was for deleting clause
(f) on the ground that its purpose was amply served by clause (e) which all o f  
mem fully supported. W ithout clause (f) the resolution was the same as the 
F ebruary resolution o f  the All-India Hindu Sabha meeting at Delhi which was 
placed before the All-Parties Conference. It is not the same as the A ll Parties 
Conference resolution which contem plates the possibility o f  separation o f  the 
Sindh on the fulfilment o f  certain conditions and which was dissented to by Maha 
Sabha representatives. It is wrong to state that Pandit M adan M ohan M alavi- 
yaji and a few others supported in the Conference the decision  o f  the All-Parties 
Conference in favour o f  the separation o f  Sindh.
• mover and the supporter o f  the amendm ent spoke against the separa­

tion o f  Sindh. Pandit M alaviya interrupting, D r. M oon je’s suggestion that he 
might favour the separation expressly repudiated this interpretation o f  his atti- 
tude and said he entirely supported the Delhi resolution o f  the All-India Hindu 
Sabha.

T he amendm ent secured only five votes and was defeated. The C. P. dele­
gates, including tried Congressmen and thorough nationalists present in the 
Assem bly solidly voted in favour o f  the main resolution.

1 lie Bengal Provincial Hindu SaMia Conference.
The fourth session of the Bengal Provincial Hindu Sabha Conference 

held its first sitting at Mymensingh on the 21ST APRIL 1928 amidst scenes 
of great enthusiasm. The huge patidal was tastefully decorated with 
wreaths, multi-coloured flags and numerous mottos befitting the occasion.
There was a large attendance of delegates and visitors. Many lady 
delegatee were also present. Amongst the distinguished persons were Dr,
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Moon jo, Bhai Parmanand, Swami, Satyauand, Swarai Viswanand, Sj. Padararai Jain and many local zemindars as well as a large number ot Brahmin pandits hailing from different parts of the district. After the “ Bande Mataram ” song the Chairman of the Reception Committee road his 
speech welcoming the delegates.

The Chairman’s Address.
Maharaja Bhupendra Ch. Singha of Susang in course of his address as tlm Chairman of the Reception Committee after offering a cordial welcomo to tho assembled delegates dwelt on the stoady evolution of Hindu religion 

and culturo under tho conserving influence of Barnasram Dharma and tho
free spirit of Vaishnavism. . , ,He also referred to tho riso of Islam in those parts and emphasised tho 
extremely fraternal relations betwoen tho sister communities to which not only a living memory but literature of the type of tho Mymensingh ballads 
so refreshingly testify. .He pleaded for the restoration of the time-honoured amity by rooting 
out from tho minds of tho Mahomedans the seeds of antagonism. Ho reproved 1 ho dubious methods of conversion pursued by Christian agencios among the hill people and the depressed classes and called upon the con­ference to decide tho question of proselytisation and removal of social dis­
abilities of tho lower sections. .The speakor concluded by citing among othor questions for considera­
tions tho need of devising suitable methods of reclaiming dishonoured women, the desirability of arbitration for settlement of social dissensions and tho 
provision of adequato representation for minorities in Bengal.Tho President Mohamopadhyaya Pramathanath Tarkabhusan thon rose 
amidst cheers and delivered his presidential address.

T h e  P r e s i d e n t ’ s A d d r e s s .
Tho President who rose to speak amidst scones of deep enthusiasm 

stimulated by tho singing of the national song by a chorus of girls delivered a striking address which ho frequently supplemented by extempore comments'.He said that he undertook the responsibility though conscious of tho 
stupendous nature of the task for which his capacity was too limited, 
because he had robust faith in tho power of their united call born of honest purpose, and if be could say anything satisfactory in the conference it 
should be regarded as due to tho influence that their united call would 
exert on him rather than to bis own individual merit.

Present Condition of Hindus.
Referring to the present condition of the Hindu race the president said 

that in no period of Indian history tho Hindus were faced with such a terrible catastrophe as at present. To think how many forces have arrayed 
themselves to exterminate Hinduism from the face of the earth is sure to give rise to terror at d despair in the heart of every Hindu. On the one hard the grinding poverty, appalling ignorance, disunion and evergrowing mutual jealousy among the Hindus and on tho other the materialistic civili­
sation of other countries with their thoughtfulness, pride of wealth and invincible self-conceit are trying to destroy what is good, pure and captivat­
ing in Hinduism. The present day Hindus who have not only forgot their 
past but have lost even the power to guess what would be their future were
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not in the least ashamed to pave their way for the destruction of tho whole 
race for their individual selfish ends.

He then eulogised those who had established branehos of tho Hindu 
Mahasabha in different provinces of India as their actions bespoke of patrio­
tism and lovo of religion. As regards tho futuro of tho Hindus tho President 
could see a silver lining to all these disheartening aspect of the present time.
Ho maintained that the Hindus in near futuro would permeate the whole world 
with their ideal and bring poaco and happiness by the spiritual elevation of 
mankind. Though disliked by solfish peoples in whom beastly propensities 
predominate tho Hindus would continue living till eternity.

Characteristics of Hinduism.
Dwelling on tho characteristics of Hinduism tho president said Hindus 

differod from other races in that they had the wonderful powers of moulder­
ing every antagonistic foeling in themselves as well as in others in such a 
way as to make it help their own elovation. No nation had been able to 
mako othors as its own as tho Hindus did. Tho Hindus never stood in tho 
way of other races coming into the Hindu fold by preserving their respective 
distinctness. In this connection he mentioned the cases of the S-ikas, 
Yavanas, Hunas and others who came to India either for conquest or trade 
and who took what wore good and pure in Hinduism and prided themselves 
in proclaiming Hindus. Continuing, tho President said history is full of 
instances of foreigners embracing Hinduism. He roferrod to the cave 
writings recently discovered at “  Boshanagar ”  which recorded the conversion 
of Holicdora, a foreigner. He cited “ Vaishnavism, Sainism and minor 
religious system ’’ by Sir R. G. Vandarkar for further reference on tho 
subject. Many instances of foreigners being converted to Hinduism, tho 
president said, may be cited,

The President next compared the prosont state of degradation in the 
Hindu race with its ancient days of glory. The greatest enemy that the 
Hindus have to fight, the president said, is within themselves—thoir want 
of confidence in their own power, greatness and their own self.

Tho presidential speech was occasionally punctuated by choers and it 
was much appreciated by the audience. After the conclusion of the presi­
dent’s speech the sitting was adjourned.

The Subjects Committee Meeting.
The Subjects Committee met inside the Town Hall and no outsider was 

allowed in. Considerable dissatisfaction was expressed amongst the delegates 
on account of the manner, method and personnel of tho Subjects Committee 
as being confined to a particular group controlled by tho Calcutta Hindu 
Sava. The allegations wero made that election of members to the Subjects 
Committee was not made with due notice and in conformity with the usual 
constitutional procedure. It transpired that speeches wore made in the 
Subjects Committee by some of the prominent members of the Calcutta 
Hindu Sava declaring that protection of Hindu rights was tho only consider­
ation which should guide the Hindu in all their endeavours and for the 
attainment of this they were prepared to sacrifice the Congress and the 
Hindu-Moslem unity. When tho Jubbulpur resolution about the Unity 
Conference proposal came up for discussion objections were made that no 
political question should bo discussed in the Hindu Sava. While the com­
mittee adopted the Jubbulpore resolution by a majority of votes( it declined
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to discuss any resolution on the Simon Commission. The leakage of those 
discussions and the manner of the formation of a Subjects Committee 
created immense sensation.

In the Open Session.
The atmosphere was electrical when the Conference reassembled in 

tbo evening. A printed notice was given to the President by some of the 
delegates to form a new Subjects Committee, as the Committee already 
formed was unconstitutional. After the condolence and a non-controversial 
resolution were moved from the chair and adopted the president appealed 
to the objectors to waive their objections, though he fully admitted that the 
Subjects Committee was not properly constituted, as formation of a new 
Subjects Committee was not possible at that stage. This was ultimately 
accepted by the Oppositionists when the President declared that before the 
Conference met to-morrow a new Subjects Committee would bo formed 
according to constitutional rules to discuss the remaining proposals.

Mr. Makhan Lai Sen proposed the Jubbulpore resolution for adoption 
which was seconded by Mr. Ananga Mohon Dam and Mr. Cham Chandra 
Day proposed an amendment for putting off the consideration of portions 
of the resolution regarding Sind and the North Western Frontier Province 
till the All-Parties Conference met in Delhi. This was duly supported. 
Eabu Surja Kumar Som proposed a second amendment to drop that resolu­
tion on the ground that no political matter should be discussed in the Hindu 
Sava as it was constituted. At this time the President Mahamobapadhya 
Pramatba Nath Tarkabbusan left the meeting asking Dr. Sunity Chatterjea to 
preside. Dr. Chatterjee ruled out of order the amendment of Surja Babu 
who pointed out that he had intended to move his amendment as a separate 
resolution but the President requested him not to do so but to move it as an 
amendment. In spite of this the President declared that as he was the Presi­
dent then, he was not bound by any undertaking given by the President who 
had left the meeting. Speeches were made for and against tho amendment 
of Cbaru Babu. After Babu Satyendra Mitter and Dr. Moonje had spoken 
elaborately one for and the other against tho amendment, the President put 
the amendment to vote and as voting could not bo counted owing to the 
hugeness of the gathering and the lateness of hour the meeting was adjourned 
till 9 A.M. the next morning. The proceedings throughout were tumultuous.

The number of delegates came up on 3000 in the evening. In view of 
the strong feeling amongst the delegates a compromise was arrived at 
between Dr. Moonje on the one side and Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitter and 
Mr. Nallni Banjan Sarkar on the other to request the President to rule out 
all controversial and political resolutions concerning All-India matters from 
discussion. We give below a short resume of the proceeding of the con­
ference as given in the Amrita Bazar Patrika of Calcutta :—

A S h o r t  R e s u m e  o f  P r o c e e d i n g s .
“ The third annual session of the Provincial Hindu Conference at Mymen- 

singh is over. It is a pity, that the Provincial Hindu Shabha had not 
framed rules for the Conference earlier. The rules regarding the formation 
of Subjects Committee of the Conference, were framed in a Executive Com­
mittee meeting of the Provincial Shabha at Calcutta on the 17th^April,—and 
the Reception Committee got those rules only on the 20th. 'Ihese rules 
provided that the Subjects Committee would be formed by the members of
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The open session commenced at 8 n m <•“  oinnn question,
been moved from the chair,-the President left ?he r®S° Û ,0nS had
K. Chatterjee in charge of the Presidential seat P da ’ leaving Dr. Sumti

t i o n ^ ^  —

ment was put to vote, and apparently it was lost by a majority buf the 
claimed a division. As it was already too late at n iX ' the P r e s i L n S  
hat votes would be taken again on the next day (i. e. 22nd April). 1

[JP llle n)orning of the 22nd April the President got a notice tint n
miltee was'Vnntd ^  " T ^  'n ■lhe 0pen conference,—that the Subjects Com mnn.li , properly constituted and therefore the conference could not
rules i o u t  The Ule tSUbjeClS t; ° nlmittee being formed anew. Owing to the

1 *i°Utr>be c.onstltutlon of the Subjects Committee, having been drawn 
SPJ L - h,e ,? xecut,ve Committee of the Provincial Sab’h a - lm l no" 
m e X r s  fnC0?nmicel - ltSelfU and the Reception Committee having elected

. s. 0̂1 the Subjects Committee in a hurry, without sufficient notice__,h„
.! lUlon ° f  the Subjects Committee was thought doubtful. Moreover if tinr 

question came up before the open conference,-the session would teke at
.■ I0 fi1115*1, Phat would upset all arrangements for the accomin \1 °n ° f the delegates a” d volunteers,Pwho had betfn a c c « a t e d K t a * ,
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on the express condition, that the school premises would be vacated positively 
in the night of the 2 2nd.

“ N egotiations for a com prom ise opened. Thanks to D r. M oonjee and the 
leaders o f  all the parties, a com prom ise was effected, in this way, that in 
the open conference, the President would give his ruling, that the organisers o f  
the con ference and m any delegates being o f  opinion, that controversial, A ll- 
India Political questions, such as the separation o f  Sindh, and boycott o f  Simon 
Commission, should not be taken up and discussed in this con ference,— the 
resolution regarding representation in Legislative bodies, reservation o f  seats, 
and separation o f  Sindh, that was taken up and discussed in the open con ference, 
should be given up, and no votes should be taken on that resolution. A fter this 
com prom ise was arrived at,— and before its announcem ent in the open con fe ­
rence,— the Subjects Com mittee met again, and drew  up fresh resolutions on 
various other subjects ! The open con ference, began its sitting at 2 p. m. and 
the President gave his ruling as noted above. T he other resolutions were then 
moved and carried peacefully, and the con ference term inated at 10 p. m. after 
a stirring speech  from the President.

“  In his concluding speech  the President said that the organisation o f  
H indu Sabhas, all over India was a happy augury o f  the times. T he orthodox 
Brahmin Pandit Sam aj, had kept a loo f from the movement, on ly on the apprehen­
sion ,— that the organisers would not show any respect for them, and the Hindu 
Shastras. But he cam e here— as a representative o f  that Brahmin Pandit 
Sam aj— and went with the belief that the organisers o f  the Hindu Shava would 
not be disrespectful to that Sam aj, nor to the Shastras. T he Brahmins are the 
descendants o f  1 D adh ich  ’ and know how to perish for the good  o f  others. The 
Shastras are vast, and can meet any situation that arises— only another 1 V edab- 
\»s ’ is necessary to g ive a correct interpretation for the present critica l stage 
o f  the Hindus, and he carried the hope that by  the present H indu Shava m ove­
ment, the H indus are only preparing the country for another V edabyas to com e” .

The Ke r a l a  Y o u t h  C o n f e r e n c e .
The first Kerala Youth Conference commenced its sittings at Payyanur 

in Tellicherry District on the 27th May 1928. At the outset Mr. Komborbail 
as Chairman of the Reception Committee welcomed the delegates. This 
over Doctor Varadarajulu Nuidu was proposed to the chair amidst loud cheers.
The following is his Presidental Address : —

Referring to the mission of the youth Dr. Naidu said :—“ Your imme­
diate mission is national. It is now high time that you should decide whether 
India should bo free or be a subject country of a foreign nation. The fate 
of unborn Indians depends upon your courage and sacrifice and our mother 
country calls upon you for vigorous arid manly action. The eyes of all our 
countrymen, are now upoD the youth of Kerala, because the social and 
economical iniquities under which the people of Kerala suffer are a stumb­
ling block in the way of real political work in your province. It is a national 
problem and it could be solved only by youngmen with burning patriotism 
which would faco machine guns. Our liberty and national honour are in 
danger. If the young men of to-day would act bravely, national victory is 
certain. If you fail our children and grand-children would curse you. Our 
cause is noble. You may have to die in the struggle for freedom, but your 
memory would live. Under the influence of the euomy of our national 
freedom, some of our own misguided countrymen may abuse us or stone us 
to death, But your country should be your idol and its service your religion,
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Swarajya your goal. British Imperialism, which keeps us in bondage, not 
only denies us our birth-right, but suppresses our natural desire for our 
national growth and development. It has enslaved our body and mind and 
as a result, there are parties and individuals in this country, who are pre­
pared to sell their national and individual honour for a job in the Govern­
ment service

The president condemned in strong terms the present day caste system 
which ‘ has destroyed all consciousness of self-respect and liberty in the 
masses. “  Our social wrong are sapping the very foundation of our national 
lifo,̂  And tho president said “ your first and foremost duty is to rebel 
against caste system audits horrors. Tho caste-ridden Hindu society is tho 
most disintegrating force in the way of solving tho National problem.”

According to tho president, the way .of cleansing Hindu Dharma of all 
tho black-spots does non lie in excluding Brahmins altogether—but lies in tho 
direction of actively co-operating with such Brahmins and Panchamas as are 
interested in tho welfare of tho socioty. While advocating a bold fight against 
orthodoxy and caste distinctions, Dr. Naidu condemned the idea of carryiug 
on a crusade against a particular community which will be suicidal.

While declaring that nationalism is the highest form of Dharma, Dr.
Naidu said that the path of the Nationalist is not strewn with roses. They 
will have to incur the displeasure of the Government and submit to all the 
tyranny that the Government and its henchmen inflict on them.” It is only 
men with grim determination, ho said, and of strong will that can resist an 
all powerful Government and demand liberty.

Continuing the president said that he did not believe in the idea that 
Swaraj can only be obtained whore all our caste and communal differences 
were removed. On the other band he believed that Swaraj will remove all 
these evils and cited the instances of Turkey and Afghanistan which have 
made a tremendous progress only after they have become politically free.
“  True nationalism,’’ said Dr. Naidu, “ is the only remedy, for all these evils.”

Ho said that we could not eradicate our communal and religious ills 
with the help of the foreigners. “ Even the most bigoted of the Brahmins ” , 
said Dr. Naidu, “ is not racially so arrogant as the ordinary whitemen, Wo are 
hearing daily of stories of Negroes being lynched in America ” .

* The social system ” concluded Dr. Naidu “  obtaining in our midst to­
day and the foreign political system under which wo live are both unsuited 
to our future growth as a nation. The one denies political freedom, while 
the other denies social justice to the masses. Caste and communal move­
ments are no remedies to our national wrongs. On the other hand comrauna- 
lism is a positive harm and an impediment to national solidarity. Tho 
recont evils in the Punjab and Madras have shown us that communalism is 
a menace to the national struggle for freedom. Progress, political and 
social, is possible only when you have succeeded in driving away the communa- 
lists from the political field.

Pledged to these ideals of political freedom and social justice, young 
men,should organise themselves in small groups to promote and foster the 
growth of a United Indian Nation to remove all causes of inter-communal 
discord and separatist tendencies by vigourously working for tho equality 
and liberty of man, by throwing overboard caste and creed distinctions.
Young men should plunge headlong into the national service unmindful of the 
consequences. You may perish in this struggle. India wants thousands of ■
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youngmen with love and lif0 that Lakshmana offered to Sri Ramchandra m 
the Ramayana. Wherever our national self-respect is in danger, whenever 
the British attempts to tighten the grip over our country, youngmen should 
offer their services unsolicited. Nationalism is the most potent power that 
would make you a brave soldier. It is a panacea for the weary spiiit. 
Kerak Youngmen should look out and lose no time otherwise you should fail 
behind in the race for National service. I ask every one of you assembled 
here to realise the great responsibility of a young man. Indian Nation is in 
the making and the work is great; your path is full of thorns. Your sacrifices 
may go un-noticed and unrecognised and even un-heard of. Our own coun­
trymen would persecute you and belittle your great services.

R e s o l u t i o n s .
After the presidential address was over Pandit Jawaharalal Nehru 

moved the following resolution This conference is of opinion that youngmen 
should dissociate themselves from communally separate activities and urges 
that they should unite and organise themsolves on nationalistic principles 
to work for the liberation cf the country.”

The resolution was unanimously carried.
The next resolution appealed to youngmen to take to Swadeshi articles 

especially khadi in order to boycott the British and foreign cloths.
Another resolution called tho Kerala youth to join the Hindusthan 

Seva Dal in large numbers. By the last resolution it was resolved that iu 
order to carry on a vigorous campaign, politically and socially effective 
among the masses a band of whole time workers may be appointed and suffi­
cient funds collected to maintain them.

With the concluding speech of tho president tho conference terminated.

The Bo mb a y  Y o u t h  C o n f e r e n c e .
An enthusiastic start was given to the Youth Movement in the Presidency 

at tho first session of the Bombay Presidency Youth Conference which opened 
at Bombay on the 21ST JANUARY 1928 with Mr. K. F. Nariman in
the chair. _

A large number of messages from prominent leaders were road including 
one from Mahatma Gandhi, who hoped that the conference would fire tho 
youth with the spirit of real service and declared that such services would 
not be of any use without the adoption of khaddar.

All the different problems facing the country were dealt with and the 
ways of approaching them adopted by the present day leaders^ were severely 
criticised both by the Chairman of tho Reception Committee Mr. I. K. 
Yagnik and the President.

Mr. Yagnik appealed to the audience to concentrate on the education 
of the masses on the lines followed by the Russian Soviet Government, by 
which the students were charged with responsibilities of educating tho peasants
of selected villages. _

While the Chairman did not stress 011 the details of the political aspect 
of the work betore the youth, Mr. Nariman did not hesitate to urge that
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even as the honour of Egypt was secured by the youth of Egypt, particularly 
by its attitude towards the Milner Commission, so should the honour of India 
bo secured by the youth of Iudia.

With reference to the Simon Commission, Mr. Nariman exhorted the 
youth to discard insincerity in political and social matters, and to establish 
an institution untrammeled by Government connection or control, where the 
national literature could be studied by the young men and women.

Resolutions Passed.
Next day, the 22ND JANUARY a large number of resolutions bearing 

on social and political problems were adopted by the Conference.
The most practical of them was one by which the Conference decided 

on mass education propaganda through a volunteer corps under the leader­
ship of Mr. K. F. Nariman.

It was resolved that the volunteers should visit villages and working 
class areas and coperate with tho Central Youth organisation and other 
organisations in starting and supervising schools, libraries, etc., in the villages 
and citios.

Another resolution callod upon the youth to oncourago Swadeshi in its 
purest form and boycott British goods in particular.

A third related to communal unity and domaudod that communal elec­
torates should be abolished, and joint electorates be established in their place 
and that the recruitment to tho public services should be based solely on the 
principle of merit.

Other resolutions proposed tho establishment of an Unemployment 
Buroau, called upon tho youth to form volunteer organisations, urged eradi­
cation of social evils, condemned Miss Mayo’s book, declared in favour of 
making racing illegal and urgod the immediate enforcement of prohibition in 
the Bombay Presidency, and protested against tho Scout movement being 
made an Imperial movement and urged that it must be conducted on purely 
national lines, adopted to Indian conditions.

The last resolution condemned the Simon Commission and called on tho 
youth to boycott it at every stage and in every form.

Thero was only one dissentient who tried to put his erse against the 
boycott, but could not got a hearing. Tho Conference then concluded.

Th e  K a r a c h i  Y o u t h  C o n f e r e n c e .
The Karachi Youth Conference met on the 27TH MAY at Karachi.

The audience amounted to about 5,000. Prof. Vaswani was elected president 
amidst great enthusiasm. The spacious pandal was decorated with inspiring 
mottoes. The youth baud played.

The following are extracts from Prof. Vaswani’s address :—
“ I come to you as a Bhikshu in India long ago appeared. Millions 

do him reverence to-day. He became Buddha, In his heart was compas­
sion for all creatures, in his heart was love for humanity and he said to 
his disciples : ‘ Go ye my disciples and ask people, if they keep remembrance.’
I—a Bhikshu come to you with the question : ‘ Do you keep remembrauce 1 
Do you remember her—India, the mother,—in your dross and diet, in your
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~ studies and daily life ? Do you remember Bharata V I know many of us 
talk of her but when did trick of talk help people? Look not for freedom 
in talk, in noise and excitement. What is needed is Shakti and Shakti 
grows in silei ce. Strength, more strength is what will take the nation 
forward. Not paper resolutions, but silent resolves have made nations 
great. Japan is a great nation ; Japan is a silent nation ; Japan has deve­
loped constructive qualities of character.

“ India needs Ashramas for the young. In the nation’s youth is my 
hope. They can make the nation new, but they must be bound together in 
the service of India. The Bharat Yuvak Sangha (or Fellowship of Young 
India) is meant to link together youngmen in different provinces for a 
common service through common love and revorence for India and her 
essential message is love for all races, for all religions. I believe that all 
nations are limbs of the one body of Divine Humanity and I believe that all 
rrligions are in a measure, small or great, reflectors of the one light—the 
light of the Spirit. I believe that we must build the national in the univer­
sal ; we must build a new nation in Truth and Love. I believe also that a 
true international must reflect inself in the national. I believe that tho 
world is waiting for a new type of nationalism— a nationalism that will be 
human, that will be spiritual. I believe also that tho world is waiting for 
a new type of the international that will not bo abstract, but a concrete 
international that will show itself in national institutions and make for the 
revival and reconstruction of the life of the nations. In other w7ords I 
believe that international without national is empty even as the national 
without the international is blind. Wo need both and I may say that this 
ideal inspires the Youth Movement concerning which I am to speak.

“  I attach great importance to bodily culture. To-day youngmen go 
about with broken bodies. I often say body-building is nation-building. I 
believe this to be profoundly true. Ancient Greece was great and I have 
asked myself the question what was the secret of the greatness of ancient 
Greece. Ancient Greece was highly intellectual but the civilization of ancient 
Greece was not merely of the intellectual type ; her civilization was also 
aesthetic. More I study the history of Humanity the more 1 find that every 
vital civilization has been in a measure, small or great, a synthetic civilization. 
1 believe the note of the coming age—the note of the new civilization is 
going to be built through fellowship between East and West. One funda­
mental note of the new civilization will bo a note of integration. India fell 
because matter was tundered from the spirit. The body was separated from 
mind. India fell when she developed a contempt for the physical. Over 
aid over again in the pages of Upanishads the Rishis sing that matter is 
a manifestation of the mii d. 1 desire that body and mind, body and soul, 
which for a long time have been kept apart, should be reintegrated in the life 
of Ii dia. The conception of the spiritual life as divorced from the earth,— 
divot ced from the material or physical needs— is to be combated. Youngmen 
should build up their bodies.

“  I want young men to study lives of great heroes of India and those^of 
the heroes of the other parts of the world. Let young men study the lives of 
Bhisbma, Sivsji, Priihviraj, Hanuman, McSiney, Garibaldi, Abraham Lin­
coln and other great men of action. So will youth grow in the spirit of 
courage. In every month one day may be set apart as sacred to the memory 
of ft great hero.

■ Gc% x
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‘ The Sangha believes also in the value of ancient culture. It seems 
to mo there are two extremes in regard to this subject. There are some who 
think that Indian culture is useless. I am afraid this was the view of 
Macaulay who said that the whole library of oriental literature was not 
worth a single shelf of occidental library. He thought Indian culture as 
useless. Then there is the other extremo. According to some Indian culture 
is perfect. I do not believe that any culture is final. I believe that 
human cultures progress as civilizations progress. Recognising that Indian 
culture is not the final, I submit in all humility that Indian culture has a 
groat message for the modern world. Indian culture is permeated with the 
spirit of a great idoal and I want that the high, spiritual ideal to flow again 
into the life of India and modern world.”

The  A s s a m Y o u n g m e n ’ s C o n f e r e n c e .
I lie first season of the Assam Provincial Youngmon’s Conference com­

menced at S-30 A.M. on June 11th at Nowgong in the Hindu Conference 
Pandal. Sj. Tarunram Phukan, President-elect was conducted to the pandal 
in a huge procession singing national songs marking time with shouts of ilande 
Mntaram etc. Proceedings began with a national song in chorus. Then Mr. 
Haladhar Bbuyan, Chairman, Reception Committee road out his welcome 
address. In the course of his speech the Chairman regretted the lull that 
overtook our national life. Ho appealed to all youths to wake up and take to 
service of the motherland. If they did not listen to the clarion call of the 
nation no youth from outside would come to the rescue. Outsiders came there 
only to plunder the riches of the land, for instance he revealed a huge monthly 
drainage of about 5§ lacs of rupees from Assam in lieu of cigarettes. He 
condemned the use of foreign cloths. The Chairmen finished his speech in 
a business like way chalking out the programme on the line of co-operative 
movement, physical culture, establishment of libraries and reading rooms etc.
He appealed for Mahatma Gandhi’s constructive programme. Then he 
appealed to have inspiration from liberalism of Mahapurush Sankar Dev 
and the sacrifice of Swami Vivokanand.

I hen Mr. Harendra Chandra Chaudhury while proposing the President to 
the chair paid a great eulogy to Assam in the days of non-co-operation. He 
said that under the leadership of Sj. Phukan Assam found no mean place in 
tho history of India, He believed that even now if Sj. Phukan, leaving the 
Assembly Hall to some other, goes to the villages Assam would rise again 
from where Bhe had fallen. As regards tho aim of this Youngmon’s Con­
ference he said that all the organisations, be it political social or religious, 
should have one and tho same goal that was country’s salvation. He 
appealed to Sj. Pukhan to come among them to lead the youths of Assam.

Then in the midst of thundering cheers the President delivered an 
eloquent, impressive and pursuasive speech, in course of which he said that 
even at this ripe age of sixty he was ready to lay down his life for the 
country, but the apathy and callousness of his countymen had disheartened 
him. Finding no other meats he had been yet clinging to the Assombly.
He said that though the N. C. 0 . movemeut was gone the spirit was there.
This sort of non-co-operation was practised by the Hindus whenever and

I I I  <SL
H JDNE ’281 THE ASSAM YOUNGMEN’S CONFERENCE 437



f l j  <SL
DEPRESSED CLASSES’ CONFERENCE [NEW DEtHi

■wherever their religion was attacked. Non-co-operation was the only moans to 
attain our goal. He fully believed that the day should come when the country 
would again be mad after non-co-operation. Though some people for want of 
foresight thought that all our activities failed ho assured those sceptic mind 
that materials were kept ready and the time was coming when a little spark 
would burst it into a great volcano.

He then dwelt at length on the boycott of the Simon Commission and how 
it was entrapping our leaders with the help of leaders as tamed elephants did 
wild ones.

He dealt with the urgency of physical culture and regreted physical 
degeneration of the youth. He said that though he was old he could challenge 
any young man present to fight a duel. He asked the young men to do all 
those things negleeted by others. Young man should have no programme, 
their programme was to rush to where others do not.

The Presidential speech lasted for about one hour and a naif. Resolu­
tions forming Executive Committee, organising Akharas and associations 
throughout the Province etc. were adopted. Dr. Moonje and His Holiness 
the Garamouria Satradbikar were very kind to point out the physical degener­
ation of the youths and advised them to build their body and to have moral 
courage to take to constructive works for the Indian nationality.

Immediately after the Conference, the Assam Provincial Youngmens’ 
Association passed a resolution requesting the All-India Jubak Sangha to 
send delegates to All-World Youth Conference nominating Professor Mohan
C. R, D. Naidu the renowned Phycho-Physical culturist to represent India.

The All-India Depressed Classes’ Conference.
Amid scenes of enthusiasm, the business sossion of the All-India Depres­

sed Classes’ Conference commenced in New Delhi on the 26TH FEBRUARY 
1928. The large audience included delegates from all the major provinces 
of India; and among the distinguished visitors were Mr. J. A. Shillidy,
I. C. S., Mr. Vidyasagar Pandya and Pundit Shambehari Misra from the 
Council of State.

P r e s i d e n t i a l  A d d r e s s .
Rao Bahadur M. C. Raja, in opening the session, said that their presence 

in large numbers, indicated the interest they were taking in the move­
ment. It showed that they were nearer their goal, and would soon come into 
their own.

At the cutset he outlined some of the points which would be placed before 
the Statutory Commission on their behalf, and then pointed out that their move­
ment was a national one for the uplift of 60 millions of people. He did not 
want to include in the term depressed classes any class that did not belong to 
the “ untouchables ” or Adi-Hindus, for there were many who liked to come 
under this category only to get special treatment from the Government.
The main question before the depressed classes was whether they had gained 
by the transference of power from the bureaucracy to those returnod as 
representatives of the people,-and whether the Montford Reforms had in­
creased their happiness. Ilis answer was an emphatic “  No,”  The greatest
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calamity that could befall India was the immediate grant of self-GovernmeBt.
The administration of the transferred subjects in the Provinces had not been 
a success, because they had not produced the proper type of men  ̂whom 
democracy required—men with liberal sympathies transcending distinctions of 
caste and creed. _ . ,

The depressed clases would co-operate with the Simon Commission in 
order to tell them that, for two thousand years and more, the so-called high 
caste Indians had treated them worso than boasts. A dog could sloep on 
the bed of its Brahmin master, but a person of the depressed class would be 
treated as a barbarian of the darkest ages of the world, and would be denied 
water to drink and made to live in a hovel not fit for pigs to live in. They 
would tell the Commission that they could not but view with fear and 
anxiety, the decreasing power of the British element and the increasing 
power of the caste-bound oligarchy, and that the Commission should on no 
account sacrifice the interests of the weak minority communities, to the 
wishes and sentiments of the majority community. They would  ̂ tell them 
that the politically minded classes formed but a microscopic minority who 
were now nervous of boing exposed regarding their real attitude  ̂ towards the 
depressed classes, and were therefore afraid of facing the Commission.

Unless the depressed classes, who formed one-sixth of the population,
■ were given the fullest opportunity for development, physical, mental, moral

and spiritual, India would never get Swaraj.
They wanted proper and adequate representation in the various legis­

latures through communal electorates, and not by nomination. Communal 
representation, through special electorates, was needed to enable them to 
send real representatives who alone could faithfully communicate to the 
Government the, wishes of the depressed classes and not the selection by the 
Madras Government of a Brahmin to represent the depressed classes a 
nomination which was a negation of all principles of democratic representa­
tion. Mr. Raja also urged the appointment of one member of the depressed 
classes to the Provincial Cabinets, and also one to the Executive Council of 
the Viceroy. Concluding, he declared that the depressed classes did uot 
want to ioin any party. They had their own party and they would do what 
they thought was right and wise.

P r o c e e d i n g ! !  a n d  R e s o l u t i o n s .
Tho Conference then adopted throe resolutions. The first resolution ex­

pressed loyalty to the British Throno and also recorded its condolence at the 
deaths of Sir George Paddison, Mr. K. Munuswami Pillai and Mr. Likiram 
Chaudhri.

The Simon Commission.
The second resolution expressed confidence in tho composition of the 

Indian Statutory Commission, and recorded its appreciation of the British 
action in appointing it before 1929. The Confereneo requested Sir John 
Simon not to overlook the representation of the Depressed Classes on any 
Committee, central or provincial.

The Conference also appointed a committee to collect matorial to be 
placed before the Royal Commission, and called upon all associations in 
different provinces to place their case before the Commission.

Mr. B, C. Mandal (Bengal) in proposing the resolution, said that India 
was weak socially, politically and economically and could not win freedom
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by force, The only course now open for them was to got solf-Government 
by supplication and by co-operating with the Commission. All through the 
past for centuries, inhuman treatment had boon moted out to the depressed 
classes by the Hindus ; and their lot did not improve under the Mussulman 
regime. Uider the British rule, they were politically equal to the highest 
castes in the country, and with Lord Birkenhead’s assurance their future 
was safe. Unless and until the high classes removed the caste barriers, they 
(the depressed classes) would not co-operate with the higher castes, either 
si cially or politically. The Depressed Classes were equal in number to the 
Mussulmans and therefore should be given the same treatment as was accorded 
to the latter.

The resolution was largely supported by delegates from Bombay, Berar, 
Central Provinces, United Provinces, and the Punjab and wes passed unani­
mously.

Demund for Separate Electorates.
The last resolution urged upon the Government to create separate 

electorates for the Depressed Classes and to widen the franchise to enable 
their representatives to seek election to the various Provincial and Central 
Legislatures. They also requested the Government to increase the number 
of seats in the legislature for the depressed classes in proportion to their 
number, and condemned the present systems of nomination as inequitable, as 
non-depressed class people were nominated to represent ttem. The Conference 
adjourned.

Next day, the 27TH FEBRUARY the first resolution urged upon His 
Majesty’s Government to appoint membors of the depressed classes on tho 
Executive Councils in all provinces.

The second resolution demanded of the Government of India proper 
and adequate representation of the depresses classes in all the public services.

The third resolution requested the Government to appoint members of 
the depressed classes as “  chief protectors” in all provinces, apart from Labour 
Commissioners, to safeguard their interests.

The fourth resolution appealed to the Viceroy to appoint a member 
from the depressed classes to the Council of State.

The filth resolution, urged upon tho Government of India to proscribe 
“ Manu Smriti ” and the ‘ ‘ Chamar Nama ” written by Sherkhan.

By the sixth resolution, they appointed u committee consisting of 
Messrs. Gavai, Devidass and Mandal to investigate into the grivances of the 
depressed classes in the Punjab and authorised them to place the same 
before the Government. The Conserenco sympathised with the Satyagraha 
started in Amraoti and other places.

The next resolution urged upon the Government the necessity of appoint- 
ting members of the depressed classes to represent labour in the various 
legislatures of the country, as they formed the bulk of the labouring popula­
tion of India.

The eighth resolution requested the Maharaja of Kutch (Mandvi) to 
repeal the ” Ehundi Bhuchi” , which was levied on the depressed classes only, 
and causing great hardship.

The last resolution ur^ed upon the Government of India to take stops 
to put an ei d to the evil practice of employing poor depressed class tenants 
by the landlords in U. P„ Punjab and C. P., without any remuneration.
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Th e Indian Science Congress.
The fifteenth session of the Indian Science Congress opened at Calcutta 

on the 2ND JANUARY 1928 and divided into sections on the next day 
when the Presidents of the Agriculture, Botany and Mathematics and Physics 
sections delivered their presidential addresses. There was no Medic d Section 
this year as all papers were read during the Tropical Congress.

Dr. Do Groff Hunter who oponed the Section of Mathom tics and 
Physics, in the courso of his speech dwelt on the shape of the earth and the 
views of the early inhabitants on this problem. He said orthodox persons 
refused to believe that the earth was a globe and would not tolerate a 
different view. Sir George Everest’s constants wore the basis of all the 
maps of India to the present day. Archdeacon Pratt of Calcutta took up the 
calculation of the attraction of the Himalayas. He formulated the hypothesis 
of compensation of mountains, by which it was supposed that the matter 
underlying mountains was of loss than average density. At that time the 
earth was generally believed to have a molten interior, and mountains were 
considered as in a sense floating.

The Geology Section was oponed under the presidentship of Prof.
H. C. Das Gupta of the Presidency College, Calcutta. Mr, D. C. Nag read 
a paper on the occurrence and genesis of the tin deposits of Gaya District.
The deposits presented several remarkable features.

Mr. Swaminathan read a paper dealing with Garnets. The scientific as 
well as the economic aspects of the deposits were the subject of active dis­
cussion in which Professors Krishuaswami and Mr. J. C. Gupta took the 
leading part.

Anthropological Section.
Over the section of Anthropology Dr. M. S. Gupta presided.
Mr. Asoko Chatteijoo, in the course of a paper entitled “  A plea for 

the protection of Aborigines in India” stated that some of the Aborigiual 
tribes in India, such as tho Andamanese, wero fast dying out. It was neces­
sary that steps should bo taken for their protection and preservation before 
it was too late.

It was resolved that in view of the fact that it would be prejudicial to 
tho economic and cultural interests of the aboriginal tribes of India, should 
there • be unrestrained contact botweon thorn and individuals representing a 
different state of culture and progress, the Government be approached by the 
Indian Science Congress to institute an immediate enquiry by competent 
anthropologists and other men to go into tho situation and to formulate pro­
tective legislation in the light of such an enquiry.

It was further resolved that tho Statutory Commission be approached 
specially to consider tho case of the aborigines of India and to allow the 
Anthropological Section of the Science Congress to stato before the Commis­
sion in detail the case of the aborigines in British India and Indian States.

Agricultural Section.
In the section of Agriculture under tho presidency of Rao Saheb T. S. 

Venlcatraman papers wero read on “  Electricity and Agriculture”  and “ Fac­
tors influencing the growth and sugar-contents of cane ” ,
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Rao Saheb T. S. Venkatraman, in tho course of his presidential address, 
referring to the sugar industry in India said : “  The Indian consumption 
of sugar and sugar products is at present, largely, in the form of jaggery- 
A fourth of it however is in the form of refined sugar and now the bulk of 
this article—over 85 per cent— has to be imported from outside, at a cost of 
about Rs. 15 crores each year. In one year, the value of the article thus 
imported exceeded 26 crores. The dumping of refined sugar into the country 
is a serious drain on our wealth. It further exerts an adverse effect on the 
home industry, and might ultimately lead to the extinction of this crop.

“ It is now widely accepted that sugarcane probably originated in India 
and spread to other countries from hero. It was an interesting curiosity to 
our visitors in the years before the Christian Era. Alexander tho Great was 
much struck with it, and his followers named it tho “ Honeyed Reed’’ or 
the reed which makes honey without the help of bees. The Indian area 
under sugarcane is nearly half that of the world and honco much greater 
than that of any other single country. This ought to give India tho premier 
position as sugar producer. But to-day sho has to import large quantities 
of refined sugar from outside and across wide seas even to meet her domostic 
needs.”

“  Radiations and their uses.”
A very interesting lecture was delivered by Prof, G. R. Paranjpye, 

Professor of Physics of the Royal Institute of Science, Bombay. He 
dealt with “  Radiations and their uses.” Tho lecture was illustrated by cinema 
films and lantern slides. The lecturer said : —

“  Light is perhaps the most wonderful of all visible things. Light 
enables us to see things about u s; but it does something more than that. 
Although light has been a vory familiar thing to mankind, its constitution and 
structure and the very rich variety of its effects, physical, chemical and 
biological, are still shrouded in mystery. The study of tho composite nature 
of ligijt began with Newton in 1666. Following him the famous astronomer, 
Herschell, dicovorcd that there was more heat in the region beyond tho rod 
end of the solar spectrum than auywhore else. Later on, it came to light 
that there exists beyond the violet end of the solar spectrum an invisible 
region which is very efficient in bringing about chemical reactions, These 
are Ultra-Violet rays, and popularly known as chemical rays. It is known 
to-day that outside tho rays of light that we see and tho rays that wo feel 
but cannot see, there are millions of rays on either side of the spectrum.

“  About fifty octaves of radiations are known to-diy. One octave covers 
visible rays. About nine octaves of infra-red rays are associated with hoat.
There are twelve octaves of waves known popularly as electro-magnetic. Longer than these are the wireless and radio waves occupying something like twelve octaves. Among the shorter waves having higher frequencies than those of visible light, are the Ultra-Violet rays covering nearly three octaves. 
Beyond those are something like seven octaves of X-Rays. Any one of these 
radiations can now be produced, and in fact most of them have beau brought under remarkable control and pressed into the service of man. The 
longest waves are used for commercial and social wireless purposes, and the 
shortest waves given out by Radium are used for medical purposes to cure 
the dreadful disease, cancer.“ The natural sources of light are obviously incandescent bodies, typical 
of whom are the sun and the stars. The vibrations of light emitted by the
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sun are most varied and of wonderful complexity. The sun and the stars 
are emitting countless quantities of energy. Of the sun’s energy, only two 
thousand millionth part reaches the earth, i.e., what we receive is an infini­
tesimal amount of the energy emitted, and what we perceive by the eye is 
an iufinitesimal amount of what we receive. The sun is regarded as the 
prime source of all energy, and it is recognised that a large number of 
chemical can bo started from radiant energy. The living animal takes as 
food the stored-up energy from the sun.

Tho ultimate source of all radiant energy is found in the movement of 
ultimate units that go to constitute matter. Those units are electrons and 
protons, which are very minute charges of positive and negative electricity.
The possibility and indeed the fact of the diversity of the world, as wo 
know it, is supposed to be mainly a consequence of the varying combination 
of the two units. In the atoms of different substances the number and 
movement of tho electrons are different. Owing to some unknown forces of 
attractions and repulsions, the normal pulsations change their orbits and 
consequently their frequencies. When an electron is jerked out of this orbit, 
and when it movos to an inner orbit a quantity of energy is emitted, This 
energy is radiation. The most complicated question in connection with this, 
is to find tho cause which ejects an electron. The subject is at this stage, 
a matter of great speculation. Of late however there has been brought to 
light a good deal of chemical evidence to account for the movements of 
electrons. The omission of radiation indicates a large amount of energy 
which is stored up inside an atom and naturally therefore such stores of 
energy cannot be found in all atoms. It is the property of only a small 
special class like radio-active atoms.

Solar radiations that reach us consist of about 80 per cent of infra-red 
heat waves, 13 per cent of light waves, and only 7 per cout of ultra-violet 
waves.

This is duo to tho fact that tho majority of ultra-violet rays are absorbed 
by tho thick atmosphere surrounding the earth. In tho late War, invisible 
ultra-violet rays were used successfully for signalling purposes. None except 
the parties concerned were aware of the despatch of signals. The signals 
were received only on a special screen fitted in telescopes and field-glasses.

Although ultra-violet rays wore tho first known agency to set up a 
chemical reaction, it is recognised that chemical reaction takes place in tho 
presence of all radiations, visible and invisible. Those of short as well as 
those of long wave-lengths are effective, only differing in quantity. A pecu­
liarly interesting application of the ultra-violet ray is found in tho leather 
industry. There an exposure to radiations makes patent leather more deeply 
coloured and glossy.

The sun has always been regarded as the prime source of radiant energy.
The knowledge of the purifying power of the sun is about as old as the 
human race. The effect of radiations on tissues and living cells aro very 
complex. The action of ultra-violet rays on the skin is very interesting. 
Considerable dilatation of the blood capillaries takes place. This relievos 
congestion of the deeper parts, and improves blood circulation in the exposed 
region,

Eadiations are capable of destroying bacteria. Ono great use of this 
action is found in tho purification of water. Water can be made so stories 
that if fresh bacteria are added to water treated with ultraviolet rays within
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an Lour 90 per cent of the organism are killed. A most remarkable effect 
of tho rays is found in Rickets, where the harm done by bad-food, is 
neutralized by the exposure of the body to radiations. Most of tho ill-effects 
of deficient diet are delayed by exposure to sunlight, which contains seven 
per cent of ultra-violet rays. Human beings suffer from lack of sun light. 
Vegetations depend upon the sun for their proper growth. If sunlight is 
deficient, tho vegetable part of our food suffers, and we in consequence. In 
a similar way cows in the larger towns are affected. This has an adverse 
influence on the child’s life, in whoso food, milk plays such an important 
part. Tho normal individual in normal surroundings may net need oither of 
these radiations. Rut it is not an exaggeration that tho lives of the people 
in the large towns are anything but normal. The cities are characterised by 
numberless tenements having no light at all, or very poor light. Cities 
are characterised by a large number of diseases and epidemics, with a high 
percentage of tuberculosis. Cities are ako characterised by a large number 
of medical men who restore normal health by administering drugs. This may 
all be superfluous if only a sufficient supply of sunshine is guaranteed to 
rich and poor. Villagers in the country may be ignorant. They may be poor 
and they may not have swallowed any drugs at all. But they are healthy 
in spite of their extreme poverty, because they have at their disposal an 
unlimited supply of the sun’s energy, Their doctor is the most powerful and 
the most energetic of all doctors i.e., the sun. He cures them of their 
illness, and he does something more. He never lets them fall ill.”

Meeting of Zoological Section.
The Congress met again on the third day, the 4TH JANUARY. Tho 

presidential address was delivered in the Section of Zoology by Dr. B. Sundara 
Raj, on “  A Neglected Aspect of Biology,” In the course of his address ho 
said :—

“ I cannot express, in adequate words, my sincere thanks for tho signal 
honour yo*u have done me by electing me president of tho Zoology Section of 
the Science Congress this year. My hesitation in accepting your gift was 
great. "When I looked at the list of my distinguished predecessors, I was far 
from sure that I deserved the distinction you have so generously bestowed 
upon me. dhe accepted convention of this august assembly imposes upon mo 
the duty of delivering a presidential address on some aspect of the science 
we represent, which is of immediate interest and significance, not only to 
members of this section, but of other sections and to those of the general 
public who have an interest in Zoology,

“  It is no light responsibility to be called upon to address a gathering of 
Indian Zoologists. The choice of a. suitable subject has weighed upon mo 
heavily for a long time, especially as I found that others before mo had 
already dealt with those aspects of the subject with which I may claim prac- 
tical acquaintance. At least two presidents before me havo dealt with 
Fisheries and Oceanography : ar.d, though it is expected that the president 
should deal with some subject in which he has himself been interested, I havo 
reluctantly to set aside my temptation to speak on that branch of zoological 
research. Further, I am in entire agreement with my distinguished prede­
cessor, Lt-Ccl. Sewell that the presidential address should not be confined 
to any one particular branch of zoological research, but should deal with 
some aspect that has a general interest for all. I therefore cravo your 
ii dulgcijce for departing from the beaten track, and for choosing for to-day’s
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discourse a themo which is of fcho very greatest importance and interost to 
humanity, oven though it may not be of immediate practical concern to any 
of my audience.”

Proceeding ho said : ‘ It is true that as Biologists, we are concerned only 
with life ; but the life that we are concerned with in our researches, is 
life which has a physical basis. Even the most elementary knowledge of 
Biology is sufficient to show that its subject matter is primarily concerned 
with tho size, shape, age and activities of living things which constitute 
organic phenomena. Of the character, that distinguish one species from 
another, tho most outstanding are the anatomical differences, that is differ­
ences in shape and sizo, and tho physiological differences such as birth, 
growth, age, death, including the nutritive, respiratory, excretory, and re­
productive functions of tho organism. A1J these involvo, without exception, 
physico-chemical properties and processes such as, size, shape, mass, motion, 
velocity, molecular and atomic structure, to all of which relativity has a 
direct and vital bearing. Therefore, tho application of the principles of 
relativity to such physical phenomena of life becomes an imperative duty, if 
tho full implications of Biological truth are to be comprehended.”

Concluding ho said : “  Wo are gradually lod, step by stop to the view 
that both living and non-living things aro far more intimately related than 
ever suspected before, and form a coherent whole or unity. Tho universe 
is appreciably one composite whole; and relativity would seem to have 
knit together tho aims, methods and concopts of all the sciences on the ouo 
hand, and oven of philosophy and metaphysics on the other.”

Tho Chemical Section.
1 rof. S. S. Bbatnagar prosidod over tho chemical section and spoke on 

tho progress of chemical research in India. In courso of tho paper ho 
dwelt on the works of the late Sir Alexander Podlor, F. E. S., Sir P. C.
Ray- R r- N. E. Dhar and Sir J. C. Boso. Ho referred to tho work 
of Prof. J. N. Mukhorjoo in this connection, and concluding said : “ Tho 
success of Professors Baman and Saha ought to bo an objoct lesson to 
tho physical chemists in India, who should realise that with the imagination 
and versatility of intellect which they possess, they could have achieved 
very much more if their mathematical equipment had been better than 
that provided for by tho Indian universities when thoy were students. It 
is time that tho educationists in India recognised tho importance of a 
b. ttor knowledge of mathematics for all students of physical science. Tho 
chemists themselves should come forward and loarn mathematics and 
advocate improvements in the teaching of it in our university curricula.”

Psychology Section.
Prof. West presided over the section of psychology and dealt with 

psychology and education. Summarising his paper he said : “ I have shown 
you two diametrically opposed schools of educational psychology, the ono 
emphasising the type, the other emphasising the individual growth. Tho 
essential function of the school as it exists to-day is to produce conformity of 
knowledge and skill which are the common needs of all. The fuuction of 
Educational Psychology here is to make the process of learning these neces­
sary things as efficient as possible. The more efficiently and expeditiously 
we are able to dispose of this uniform and inevitable part of education, the 
more time and energy will remain for the free aud more self satisfying part,

®  §L
4 JAN. '28] THE CHEMICAL SECTION 4 ,5



111 <SL------V /

440 THE INDIAN SCIENCE CONGRESS [Calcutta

There is need for a type of this institution which shall give to the growing 
child the meaDs and the opportunities for developing his own peculiar inter­
ests. The more advanced experimental schools of the present day tend in 
this direction. For myself, I doubt whether it should be called a school save 
for mere etymology. I am doubtful whether it should even be in the samo 
building. It would perhaps be better to leavo the traditional type of 
school to fulfil its traditional and very necessary function, and to develop 
this new type of institution untrammelled by precedents which are so far 
opposed to its nature and purpose. Man’s essentially constructive mind, in 
the past, found a great affinity to the work of a potter than to that of a 
gardener. Later there was’ a reaction to liberty and individuality. In some 
ways this has been found to be a misguided reaction ; and now education is 
in a state of flux, and Educational Psychology no less so. It is the task of 
the future, a task in which the schoolmaster and the psychologist and the 
parent must co-operate to reconcile and to delimit the spheros of these two 
equally necessary purposes in education. There is no country which has 
greater opportunities than India of contributing to this work, if it will but 
use them,”

Prof. Chatterjee opined that the most immediately important problem 
was to detect the backward child, who impeded the progress in schools oE 
the normal.

Mr. A. K. Dutt said that only 6 per cent of the population was at 
school; but only 20 per cent of that 6 por cent obtained literacy. This was 
due to the failure in the schools to make separate provision for different grades
of intelligence. , , , ,  , , . . .

Mr. Haridas Bhattacharya said that tho rapid change from agricultura-
liexn to industrialism in India placed an increasing strain upon the youth of 
Bengal. Thoy could not adjust themselves to tho rapidly changing circums- 
tances.

Lt.-Col. Berkely H ill: It is economically unsound to make tho parent of 
the clever child pay for the education of tho dull.

Dr. G. S. Bose referred to instances in which genius and mental defi­
ciency were found in the same family.

Dr. West said that owing to tho absence of any effective system of 
primary education in the country the high schools contained a random group­
ing of the whole population, covering the full range from defective to super­
normal. Most of the educational difficulties were due to tho fact that they 
wore endeavouring to give higher education in a foreign language suitablo 
only to the supernormal.

Mr. Hemchandra Banerjee described three languages of gestures inde­
pendently evolved by dumbchildren, and the deaf and dumb schools of 
Calcutta, Dacca and Barisal. In certain cases some signs had been indepen­
dently evolved in the three schools. He discussed how far these signs took 
the place of words in the thoughts and dreams of the deaf mutes.

Mr. A. K. Dutt gave an account of intelligence tests applied to Bengali 
children'. IIe concluded that owing to tho difficulty of discovery of the true 
age of Bengali children and owing to absence of schools for treatment of 
defectives, such tests were at present less valuable than adult intelligence 
tests, used for the selection of candidates for admission to colleges.

Mr. D. K. Cbakrabarthi gave the results of enquiries made to deter­
mine the relative importance of various arithmetical processes in the actual
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lires of adults living in Bengal, and discussed the significance of this research in reference to the framing of the curriculum.
Mr. A, K. Dutt described the objective examination of school-subjects 

made by means of numerous questions requiring short answers and compared 
the results with those of the traditional essay-typo examination. Ho con­
cluded that the objective examination was both more searching and more 
reliable.

A resolution was passed by the section urging the Central Government 
to organise research into the problem of mental deficiency in India.

“ Chemistry in Modern Warfare.”
Prof. J. C. Ghosh delivered an interesting lecture on “ Chemistry in 

Modern Warfare.” He said the initial success of the Germans in cap­
turing the fortresses in France and Belgium was duo to the use of high 
explosives. These explosives were manufactured with Nitric acid, as the 
basic chemical. Tho Gormans feared that the English supremacy at sea 
would cut off supply to tho ordinance factories at Germany. Hence, their 
chemists at the beginning of the present century devotod considerable 
attention to the manufacture of nitric acid from Nitrogen in the air. The 
great success which the Gormans achiovod when the War began, was by the 
free use of poisonous chemicals for tho destruction of enemy-soldiers and 
for making uninhabitable considerable tracts of country in tho onemy’s pos­
session. Tho Germans used theso chemicals in tho yoar 1915 and large 
casualties occurred in the Canadian division and the connection between the 
French and British army on the western front was almost snapped. The 
measures used by the British army consisted in the use of charcoal box- 
respirators as it had tho property of absoibing poisonous gas ; but at a later- 
stage of the War when the Germans used an extraordinary gas which produced 
temporary blindness, masks with big glasses for the protection of the eyes 
had to be used. In 1918, tho Gormans improved upon their gas warfare by 
using a solid compound of Arsenic which produced a violont sneezing effect.
The gas defence therefore had to bo considerably improved and the soldiers 
had to bo providod with complete Oxygon respirators.

Anthropology Section.
On tho 5TH JANUARY, in his presidential address before tho Section 

of Anthropology, Dr. S. B. Guha of tho Zoological Survey of India, mentioned 
the chief gaps in the knowledge of the racial history of India. He said tho 
Anthropological work carried on under Government initiative and private 
enterprise had been, so long, mainly of a preliminary nature only. The 
time had come for a close and most intensive study. The problems brought 
to light wore of great complexity and could not be solved except by doeper 
researches.

The most important of these problems so fap the living population was 
concerned, were in the opinion of Dr. Guha, four, namely, 0 )  a thorough 
investigation among tho aboriginal population of India to find out if there 
were traces of a truly Negrito element or not. Evidence on the question 
was conflicting, though the prevailing opinion did not seem to favour its 
existence. ( 2 ) A settlement of tho so-called Dravidian question. The term 
“  Dravidian ” was linguistic, and included three distinct racial elements among 
its speakers, e.g., a Veddab-Australoid type, a dark Mediterranean typo 
and a more or less mixed Alpine type. The last was concentrated in the
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West up to longitude 78 east and did not extend beyond latitude 1 2 . 
It appeared merely to bo the southward extension of the Brachycaphalio 
race seen along the Western littoral of India up to Guzrat. In the 
opinion of Dr. Guha it was an intrusive element in Southern India, and 
had nothing to do with the race responsible for the introduction of the 
Dravidian language. In the absence of conclusive archaeological ovidenco, 
however, nothing more could be postulated than the probability that 
the Mediterranean type was also an alien element, which came in with 
Sanskrit culture. If that view was finally borne out, then the original racial 
type of the Dravidian people would come to bo the Veddah-Australoid typo 
as Risley and Turner had supposed. The third problem to be investigated 
was how far the element dominant in the Punjab and North-Western India 
extended eastwards. Did it really stop at the boundaries of the Punjab or 
did the ma n type in the United Provinces belong fundamentally to that 
category ? The evidence was not conclusive, and further investigation was 
necessary.

The other problem was the study of the distribution of the Brachyco- 
phalic type in India. As already noticed it was present along the western 
borders of India, but the question was whether it extended through Central 
India to Bengal. The Mongolian origin of the dominant typo in Bengal, 
as attributed by Risley was, in the opinion of Dr. Guha, entirely orroneous, 
for the typical Mongolian characters did not occur in Bengal. Besides, 
b.th culturally and physically, the Bengali Brachycephalic type was linked 
up with that of Bombay whose original immigration probably dated back from 
some unrecorded very early times. Finally, from whatever standpoint it 
was approached, the proper reconstruction of the racial history of India was 
not possible unless a thorough search was made for the remains of the pre­
historic inhabitants in the extensive archaeological sites seen throughout India.

In the past, research in Indian archaeology meant only tho reading of 
inscriptions. Fortunately the recent discoveries in the Indus Valley and 
their direct supervision under the present Director-General of Archaeology 
boded well for the future, and there was no doubt that important branch of 
knowledge would proceed on the proper scientific lines, which would help 
gradually in tho correct reconstruction of the racial history of India.

After the presidential address, Mr. K> N. Chatterjee, (Calcutta), read 
a paper on the use of nose-ornaments in India. Several other papers wore 
also read and discussed.

Rai Bahadur Sarat Chandra Roy (Ranchi) road a paper about tho 
primitive religion in Cholanagpore criticising tho conception of Sir Herbert
Risely. ,

Dr. Kalidas Nag (Calcutta) discussed India s contributions to tho culture
of Indonesia.

Dr. B. Prasad read a paper on “  a primitive typo of boat used in E. 
Bengal ” and compared it with the buffalo skin rafts, which are used in other 
parts of India as substitutes for boats.

Mr. Ramaprasad read a paper on culture contact in ancient India, and 
showed that possibly the caste-ban originated because of differences in culture.

Geology Section.
The Geology Section met under the presidency of Prof. H. C. Das 

Gupta. . Among those present were Dr. Simonsen, General President, Rai 
Bahadur Chunilal Bose, and Dr. Pilgrim.
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Prof. Das Gupta in his presidential address said that Geology as a 
.cionce had not had the same amount of encouragement at the hands of the 
University authorities as some might have expected. It was pointed out by 
him that tho general public very often failed to realise the importance of 
Geology as a pure science. He referred to the speech delivered by Sir 
Thomas Holland in 1926, wherein Sir Thomas pointed out tho neglect of the 
science. The speaker appealed to the educational authorities in India to 
consider seriously the remarks of Sir Thomas Holland, and give Geology a 
place in tho university studios that rightly belonged to it, to equip the 
Geology departments with men and money, and afford facilities to the teachers 
that thoy might carry on their two-fold duty of training up the students and 
carrying on research.

Ho concluded his address by saying “  Hopeful indications are already 
on tho horizon, and I am quite confident that if the university and other 
educational authorities do not fail to encourage the teachers of Geology in 
ovory possible way, the teachers will also not fail in their turn to contribute 
their quota to the investigation of the geological problems of this couutry.

Psychology Section.
In the psychology section, Mr. Haripada read a paper on the problem 

of Hindu-Moslem unity. He suggested that the culture of any people was 
tho outward presentation of certain fundamental ideals which wore rooted' 
in tho unconscious mind. He said that on historical grounds, it was to be 
expected that tho Hindus and Moslems should possess essentially different 
attitudes towards the mother-couutry. The increase of political self-cons­
ciousness had tended to emphasise the difference. Ho emphasised the 
importance of inter-communal social intercourse, and inter-communal dinners 
as preventive measures. He suggested that eating together possessed a 
special psychological significance.

In the discussion which followed Prof. Chattorjee referred to the educa­
tional aspect of tho problem and deplored the organisation of education on 
a communal basis. Dr. N. N. Sen Gupta emphasised the importance of a 
study of tho causes of tho conflict in the light of Social Psychology.

Lt. Col. Berkeley Hill said that the crux of any sociological problem 
associated with such intense emotion must lie in the unconscious mind.
Those who relied upon meroly cultural and educational measures to mitigate 
tho communal tension, wore doomed to disappointment. Such measures were 
not likely to touch or influence the unconscious mind.

Botany Section.
In the Section of Botany, tho President Prof. Parthasarathy Iyengar, 

delivered his address on Tuesday, tho 3rd January. In his address he 
summarised the work done on Indian Algae from 1830 up to the present 
time, and stated that although the work was fairly considerable, thoro 
was still plenty of scope for further research. The address appealed to 
the Botanists of India, to devote more attention to that group of lowor 
plants, as many of the important problem's relating to higher plants 
and animals were more easy of solution through study of tho lowor plants, 
the conditions of life in Algae being less complex and more easy of 
control for purposes of experimentation than in the case of higher 
plants.  ̂ One of the many lines of research which might be profitably followed 
in India was tho study of soil Algae. The proper functioning of the Bacteria 
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depended a great deal on their association with the soil Algae. Tho inter­
esting problem o f‘ geographical distribution of Algae was discussed. Finally 
the advance made in other countries on the Cytology of Algae was discussed.
The need for intensive research in that direction by Indian Botanists was 
stressed as its study besides being scientifically interesting had an economic
interest as well. < „

“  Inheritance in Plants.
In the evening, Dr. M. A. Sampathkumaran of Bangalore, delivered a 

popular lecture on “ Inheritance in Plants and Animals .
Both the morphological and cytological changes that take place in 

progeny were illustrated. Those laws of inheritance, tho lecturer said, could 
be applied to the cultivated plants and domestic animals. In all the civilised 
countries where agriculture and animal husbandry were improved every day, 
those scientific laws were taken advantage of and many diseases of plants 
and animals were eradicated. He explained that even in human inheritance, 
the application of those laws could be instanced in the case of certain diseases 
like Epilepsy, Insanity, feeble-mindedoess and congenital deafness. The 
lecturer made an appeal for improving human population by enacting better 
marriage-laws, and freeing the world from tho offspring of those that suffered 
from such diseases. Considerations of wealth and social position should 
play no part in the contracting of marriage alliances, but on the other hand 
they should be physical, moral and mental.

Chemical Industry in India.
At the sitting of the Congress on the 6 TH JANUARY, the annual meet­

ings of the Indian Chemical Society, Indian Botanical Society and the Indian 
Psychological Association were held.

The meeting of the Indian Chemical Society was hold at the Presidency 
College, under the presidency of Prof. Gilbert J. Fowler, Director, Cawnpore 
Technological Institute. Among those present were Dr. P. C. Roy, Dr. J. C. 
Ghosh, Dr. Bhatnagar, Dr. J. N. Mookerjee, Mr. Stapleton and Mr. Smith. 
There were assembled about 500 persons, mostly chemists and students of 
Chemistry.

Dr. Fowler delivered a very interesting lecture on Chemistry in the 
Service of India.”  In the course of his lecture, he said that in India untold 
millions were eaking out a bare living on the verge of starvation. The 
poverty trouble was not confined to the tillers of the soil. The difficulties 
of the Indian middle class were well-known. How chemistry could help in 
the solution of that problem and how in tho solution of that problem Indian 
chemists could help themselves was the subject which he desired them to 
consider.

He continued : “  At this point I should like to emphasise what has 
been so well stated by Sir P. C. Ray in his note to the report of tho Thorpe 
Commission, that chemistry in the service of India does not necessarily mean 
the same thing as Indians in tho Chem cal Service. Until an increasing 
number of Indian students of chemistry are able to earn a living outside of 
appointments under tho Government or outside of subordinate positions iu 
large business concerns, the problems will not be solved ; nor will the chemical 
science be really applied to the service of this country in any effective way. 
Moreover, year by year, more and more young students of Chemistry are 
being turned out in increasing numbers by the universities and technical 
institutes,^
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All of those cannot expect to find Government posts. Already warning 
voices have been heard from the commercial world that the existing mills 
and factories are nearing saturation point so far as the employment of chemists 
is concerned. Moreover, many of those who are employed cannot be termed 
anything more than analysts whose prospects are neoossarily limited. On 
the other hand, those of a wide-training who can claim to be technical chemists, 
or at any rate would beeomo such, if given opportunity, have great difficulty 
in obtaining suitablo employment. Some especially brilliant men have, to my 
great regret, forsaken the profession for lucrative employment elsewhere.
To arrive at some remedy for this state of affairs, we may perhaps usefully 
consider the situation systematically under the following heads: ( l )  industrial 
conditions in India, (2) chemical education in India, (3) existing outlets for 
chemical students and (4) future developments.

We have to bear constantly in mind the fact that industries nearly always 
have began as arts ; and, it is only after a certain stage of development has 
been reached that the assistance of advanced science is called for. Metallurgy 
has now been applied on a vast scale and in an industrially developed country 
affords employment for many specially trained men. But outside of Jamshed- 
pore, how many such openings are in India? Nevertheless, excellent steel 
was made in Sheffield before the advent of the chemist mainly because a large 
population of labourers had grown up in whom the knowledge of iroD and 
Bteel production and working was inbred.

Until the chemist is able not only to give scientific descriptions, but 
also to be responsible for the actual control of the technical process, possibly 
the illiterate workman, who can actually do things, is the more valuable 
individual. Industries come into existence, and carry on, at any rate, to 
some profit before thinking about chemists. Therefore, the chemist has to 
prove his value to the manufacturer. I am as certain as ever that no serious 
progress can be made in application of science to industry in tho absence of 
men w ho possess this technical sense. On the other band it has become clear 
that development in India of large-scale manufacturing industries, requiring 
the service of such men, will be at a much slower rate than was at one time 
thought likely, owing to the absence of an industrial population such as I 
have referred to in the case of Sheffield. I feel therefore that tho indus­
trialisation of India must come gradually by careful utilisation of the material 
obtainable. The material we are primarily concerned with is tho Indian 
chemist, w hich brings to our second matter for consideration.

Speaking in Calcutta, there is no temptation to question the ability of 
Indians to carry out scientific research of the highest order. It is sufficient 
to mention the names of Sir J. C. Bose, Dr. Bay and Prof. Raman. I feel 
strongly that the whole programme of tho teaching of science in our schools 
and colleges needs revision in the direction of a greater sense of reality.
What is required is something of the nature of what used to bo called 
Natural Philosophy, which might bo defined as the illustration of scientific 
principles from the world wre live in. Such a course w'as to bo found in an 
excellent handbook for French schools by Paul Bert in which wore given in 
a most interesting fashion, with copious illustrations, the elements of Botany, 
Zoology, Physics and Chemistry.

It is encouraging to find from the statistics in my possession that, 
although the proportion of chemical students turning to teaching of Govonr 
jnent service is still high, there is a distinct iucreaso, of late years, in the
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number of those engaged in manufacturing industries. A numbor of manu­
facturing concerns have recently employed a trained chemist for the first 
time and have found that he has more than earned his salary. There is a 
large opening for scientifically trained commercial travellers to develop the 
demand for the products of chemical and kindred industries. Tho extraordi­
nary success of the advertising campaign of the Tea Planters’ Association 
should stimulate the like enterprise in other directions. I look for a great 
increase in chemical work in connection with agriculture as soon as tho 
Royal Commission has reported. _

Every man who can start a paying industry, and carry it on, by his own 
initiative, is doing the very finest service to his country, as well as building up 
a happy and independent career for himself. Here will be the tost of the 
reality of the training which our schools and colleges can give, not necessa­
rily a training sufficient to qualify for immediate financial responsibility in 
industry, but at any rate a training in essentials and in the right attitude of 
mind. It has been said that the young subaltern on receiving his commis­
sion is not expected to perform the duties of a general, or to bo able to 
devise schemes of strategy and tactics ; but at least he should be able to 
deliver a squad of men at a given place, punctually at a given time.

It is this quality of trustworthiness that, more than anything else, is 
required of the budding industrialist. I would urge that the Indian chemist 
has an unlimited field for bis energies. It seems impossible to conceive that 
such a fascinating work could, for a moment, be deemed derogatory to social 
dignity. Unintelligent, monotonous toil may bo felt to bo unworthy of so- 
called educated people, but such work afford possibilities_ of great increase 
of material wealth to tho individual, and to those associated with him and 
ultimately to the whole country.”

Chemical Society’s Report.
The report of the Chemical Society which was adopted showed that it 

had a unique record of rapid progress made within tho space of three years 
and a half. It bad 400 members on its rolls. Its journal, as was evident 
from the fact that all the papers were abstracted in leading chemical journals 
all over the world, had an international Btatus. The society had two sec­
tions, one at Lahore and the other at Bombay. The Bombay section owed 
its existence mainly to Dr. M. Mulla Prasad. Tho Lahore section owed its 
existence to Mr. Bhatnagar. Tho Chemical Society of the Presidency College 
owed its present position to tho strenuous work of the retiring secretary,
Dr. N. Mookerjee; who was sloected Vic6“Pr0sident in the place of Dio J. L.
Simonsen. , , ( Q.

A resolution was passed expressing deep regret at tho cleatn oi ijil 
Ganga Ram and offering condolences to the bereaved family, ibis was 
carried, all the members standing,

Discussion on " Power-Alcohol.’
Prof. H. K. Sen of the University College of Science, read a paper on 

“  Power Alcohol.”  Two natural products of the province of Bengal wore1 
Gangwe and Water Hyacinth. The former was a tree growing very abun­
dantly in Sunderbans and the cheapest wood in the market. There were at 
least 100 tons of sawdust available from the saw mills of the city. By 
introducing proper forestry regulations tho growth of the tree in the foiesta 
could be maintained pereuially. Prof, Sen obtained 30-40 gallons of Alcohol
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from a ton of Gangwe sawdust. The usual figure obtained with other varie­
ties in other countries was in the region of 20-22 gallons. The cost of 
production per gallon of spirit was shown to be 6'05 annas, which pointed 
therefore to a great prospect for the industry in the province. It was 
also stated that the Union Distillery of Calcutta managed bv Dr. Bose’s 
Laboratory were arranging to erect an experimental plant to give the process 
a large-scale trial. The chemical interest of the problem was also groat, as 
the work would bring out certain results of fundamental interest in Cellulose 
Chemistry.

Tho water hyacinth, tho other natural product of the province, for 
destruction of which tho Government and tho people wore so anxious, was 
found to yield good results. The method adopted by Prof. Sen differed from 
that followed previously.

A large number of distinguished gentlemen took part in the discussion 
that followed, amongst whom were noticed Dr. Chunilal Bose, Dr. P. Neyogi,
Dr. Pandya of tho Agra University, Dr. A. C. Sarkar, Dr. N. N. Goswami,
Dr. J. K. Choudhuri of Dacca, Mr. J. N. Dutta of Sylhet and othora.

Dr. Panchanan Neyogi asked if tho collection of water hyacinth would 
bo feasible to which the author replied in the affirmative from certain statis­
tics both local and foreign. He emphasised however, upon tho need for 
careful organisation. Dr. Sarkar also expressed a similar view.

President Bhatnagar in his closirg remarks said that it was a proud 
privilege to preside over tho Calcutta sitting, as Calcutta might be called 
tho cradle of chemical investigation, of which Sir P. C. Ray was tho prosi­
ding nurse. He came not to presido, but to carry inspiration home.
Ho thanked the members for thoir courtesy and consideration, and assured 
them all that his feeling of obligation was deop. He thanked the members 
once again and declared the session of the section over.

Calcutta Sossion Concluded.
The fifteenth session of the Indian Science Congress concluded on tho 

7TH JANUARY. The Congress opened on Monday and continued its sittings 
till this afternoon.

In tho section of Chemistry alone, more than 140 papers of high 
technical value were read and discussed. Calcutta contributed a large number 
of them, with Madras and Bombay coming second.

The section of Mathematics aud Physics, presided over by Dr. Hunter 
contributed 81 papers. Allahabad and Calcutta submitted more papers than 
any othor centre in this section.

The section of Psychology attracted about 23 papers. Dr. Michaol P.
West presided.

The section of Agriculture, presided over by Rao Saheb Venkataraman, 
attracted 34 papers, as compared with the very meagre number in tho first 
session of the Congress.

44 papers were submitted in the Zoology section of the Congress, pro- 
’ sided over by Dr. Sundar Raj. Allahabad contributed more papers in this 

branch than any other single place, with Calcutta as the second best.
Mysore and Southern India and the Punjab submitted a large number 

of papers in the Botany section.
Dr. B. S. Guha, formerly of the Calcutta University and at,,prosent of 

tho Geological Survey of India, presided over tho seotioh of Anthropology,
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which attracted moro than CO papers. Mr. S. S. Motha of Bombay read an 
interesting paper on Indian and Roman marriage ceremonies compared.”

Thirty six papers were read in the Geology section, many of which 
contributed much to this branch of Science and greatly added to the possi­
bility of industrial expansion and commercial development. A paper on the 
iron resources of Mandi State by Dr. S. K. Roy was read by Mr. Maitra.

It may be mentioned in this connection that the contribution of the 
Geological section of the Science Congress was considerable. In this connec­
tion the remark of Dr. Former of the Geological Survey of India may be 
mentioned, who stated that so long the popular idea was that it was only 
the Geological Survey of India who contributed to the sum total of geological 
research and advancement, but it was now seen from the number of papers 
read during this session, that people other than those connected with tho 
Survey had no small share in the development of the science.

In rising to offer a voto of thanks to the chair, Prof. K. K. Mathur, 
of the Benares Hindu University, said that thanks were due to the President 
Prof. H. S. Das Gupta, not only for making the present meeting a success, 
but also for the manuor in which be had worked for tho advancement of 
Geology in India. Tho Congress thon came to an end.

The Indian Economic Conference,
T h e eleventh session o f  the Indian E con om ic C onference com m en ced  at the 

Lucknow  U niversity H all under the presidentship o f  M r. M . H . D a r lin g  on  the 
3rd January, 1928 and continued till the next two days. D r. C A M E R O N , Chair­
m an, R eception  Com m ittee, in a speech  showed the dan gers o f  over-sim plification  
in a scien ce which dealt with hum an life, and iron ica lly  alluded to that ob jection ­
able m onster, the econom ic m an, and all the soulless d octr in es  against which 
Carlyle and Ruskin vigorously protested . A t L ucknow  the P rofessor o f  E con om ics, 
he said, had taken up a very decided  line in endeavouring to keep her teach in g 
of the subject in closest con ta ct with the real w orld, while the P ost G raduate 
students were en gaged  in regional surveys in the villages o f  Oudh and were 
accum ulating  m aterial that m ight be useful.

A gricu ltura l Position.
T h e H o n ’ble Rai R a jesw ar Bali, M inister o f  E du cation  open ed  the Con­

ference  with a long speech  in the course o f  which he exam ined the agricu ltural 
position o f  the U nited P rovinces. T he in troduction  o f  a cro p  like wheat by canal 
irrigation  into w ide areas w here it was unfamiliar had been  perhaps the most 
phenom enal agricu ltural im provem ent in the whole o f  India. T h ey  were a lso 
not unfam iliar with the deterioration  o f  farm ing m ethods and practices which 
an  excessive use o f  can al water had brought about. H e h oped that before  long 
there would d evelop  at the L ucknow  U niversity a really efficient school o f  Indian 
agricu ltural econ om ics  under the con trol o f  D r. M ukerjee. H e pointed out the 
difficulties o f  con solidation  schem es, w hich did  not take into a ccou n t the present 
System o f  rotation  on  different areas in the village and also touched on  the 
gravity  o f  the ca ttle  problem . In the end he deplored the con flict betw een the 
m od em  ideal o f  e con om ic efficiency and India ’s cherished socia l values and1 
ideals, and em phasised that econ om ic activity  must be brought before  the A ugust 
tribunal o f  suprem e values, the true, the good  and the beautiful.

E con om ics  and E thics.
M r. M . H . D A R L IN G  in his presidential speech  discussed the relations o f  

econom ics with eth ics and so c io lo g y  and constantly  referred to his wide personal
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know ledge o f  the econom ic life o f  the Punjab peasantry. H e explained how  the 
leadin g religions could not ignore vital econom ic issues and illustrated how m ono­
theism in Islam had not opposed the idea  that “  where is water, there is G od ,”  and 
how the in junctions as regards the irreligiousness o f  ch a rg in g  interest had not 
been  scrupulously followed b y  the Punjabi M ahom edans. T he H indus sim ilarly no 
longer m aintained disabled and useless cattle  on  religious grounds, while the 
Sikhs were also changing their outlook, for exam ple, tow ards birth  control. In 
the end he suggested  that the gospel o f  sufficiency and service  should be 
preached  to the peasant and sufficiency should include food , cleanliness, health, 
education  and a m ore abuntant life.

C o-operative M arketting.
D r. H . S IN H A  in an interesting paper on co-opera tive  m arketting showed 

how the small holding and poverty o f  the cu ltivator necessitated a large num ber 
o f  m iddlem an. Corrupt w eighing, m alpractices on account o f  different m easures 
o f  weight, as also arb itrary  deductions are -quite com m on. H e also exam ined 
the difficulties o f  co -op era tive  sale for cotton  and jute in India, and included by 
em phasising the need o f  loca l investigation into m arketting conditions especially 
in regions where com m ercial crop s  are im portant.

L on g  T erm  M ortgage.
D r. J. C. S IN H A , D a cca  U niversity, in his paper p leaded for lon g  term  m ort­

gage  cred it for peasants on  a co -op era tive  basis. T h is m ight be run, he urged, 
as a separate departm ent o f  Central Banks as the advan tages  o f  efficient 
m anagem ent would outw eigh  the d isadvantages.

E lasticity  o f  Funds.
M r. P. N . B A N E R JE E , Calcutta U niversity, also dw elt upon the im portance o f  

elasticity o f  funds and proper facilities o f  long term cred it for the cu ltivator.
H e  a l l u d e d  to the Irish A gricu lture  C redit C o-operative, which seeks to  m obilise 
cred it for use am ong the peasantry and also suggested the inclusion  o f  a p ro ­
vision giving facilities for long term cred it to co -op era tive  organ isations in the 
R eserve Bank Bill.

Com pulsion in R ural A reas.
M r. S. K esava IY E N G A R , N izam ’s College, pleaded for com pulsion  in rural 

areas to deal with the problem s o f  health, construction  and repairs o f  roads, 
m aintenance o f  tanks and well for irriga tion  etc. and referred to the provisions 
o f  the M ysore V illage  P anchayet R egulation  in this con nection .

A gricu ltura l Problem s.
T h e SE C O N D  D A Y  o f  the con feren ce  was devoted  to the problem s o f  a g r icu l­

ture. D r. R adhakam al M U K E R JE E  showed by an exam ination o f  agricu ltural 
statistics that the can als  in the U pper G anges V alley cou ld  hardly withstand the 
effects o f  a bad  m onsoon. In the m ore recen t famine years there was a sudden 
shrinkage o f  areas irrigated from  wells below  the norm al and instead o f  an exp an ­
sion  o f  can al irrigated areas there was rather an  opposite  tendency. T h e  canals 
in  years o f  norm al rainfall had to serve such wide cu ltivated areas that it was im ­
possible during drought to provide an adequate supply o f  water. T h e  decreasin g  
resistence w hich  irrigation  w orks now offer against the fluctuations o f  rainfall 
supports the fear that som e o f  the w orld ’s greatest engineering  schem es have 
b tou gh t about a prosperity  phenom enal no doubt, but exhibiting to som e extent 
the nature o f  the m ushroom  grow th  under unfavourable natural conditions. D r. 
M ukherjee show ed the precariousness o f  agricu lture by  classifying the districts 
and com parin g  them  with the p ercentages o f  irrigated area . H e grouped 
the sem i-protected districts  o f  the province in a b la ck  list so far as liability 
t o  fam ines is con cerned  in the follow ing m a n n e r ; A g ra , M uttra, F arrukhabad ,
E tah , Jhansi, A ligarh , E taw ah. A ll these districts had exibited declin ing  c o n ­
ditions and lost in num bers as revealed by the censuses.

D ouble  C roppin g.
M r. B . N . G A N G U L I, D a c c a  U niversity , show ed that double  cropping and  a 

h igh  density  o f  population  co-exist and explained how soil, can al o r  $ e ll irriga  ■
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tion governed a m ore intensive farm ing in different areas o f  the G angetic  Plain.
T he tendency to resort to m ore e laborate  double crop p in g  was really a sign o f  
agricu ltural property , and acts as a safety valve under the pressure o f  an 
excessive pop u la tion .

D em onstration  Farm s.
M r. Bhatnagar, A llahabad U niversity , p leadad  for a net work o f dem onstra­

tion farms in the villages and a carefu l loca l exam ination  o f  farm  practices and 
m ethods for  the im provem ent o f  agricu lture .

Social E con om ics.
On the T H IR D  D A Y ’S sitting the scope o f  socia l econ om ics and farm s o f  

social insurance were discussed. T he Rev. James K ellock , B om bay, exam ined 
the necessity o f  bringing econ om ics into close touch with eth ical ideals, and 
suggested the consideration  o f  econom ic factors  o f  am elioration  as the scope o f  
socia l econom ics.

M r. K. B. M adhava, M ysore U niversity, exam ined the various form s o f  social 
insurance in vogue in G erm any and E n glan d  and pleaded for the creation  o f  a 
separate departm ent like the G overnm ent A ctu a ry ’s D epartm ent.

G roup Insurance. '
M r. D . P. M ukerjee, Lucknow  U niversity , p leaded for group insurance 

am ong the Indian masses utilising the caste, punchayet and other com m unity 
organ isations. H e stressed that the com m unity spirit was very m uch alive and 
might be utilised in form s o f  insurance experts to support his con tention .

Central B anking.
T h e  p roceed in gs closed in the a fternoon. Principal F indlay S H IR R A S  read 

a paper on the fundam ental princip les o f  a C entral B ank with special reference 
to the proposed R eserve B ank o f  India. P rof. Shirras m ade it clear, at the 
outset, that he wished to d iscuss the question from  a purely scientific spirit 
because, in his opin ion , discussion  on  the reserve bank had hitherto been 
unnecessarily com plicated  by im porting political considerations. H e enu­
m erated ten princip les which he con sidered  essential for central bank , the 
ch ie f o f  which were, (1) sole pow er o f  note issue, (2) liquidating o f  resources, (s )  
freedom  from  G overnm ent and politica l influences, (4) red iscounting  facilities, 
and (5) con centration  o f  gold  reserves. R eferrin g  to the question o f  gold 
reserves he suggested that not only should there be a reserve for note issue, but 
there should be a reserve for deposits also, as was the p ractice  in the F ed era  1 
R eserve Bank.

A  lively d iscussion  followed P rof. Shirras’ speech , in which Principal T an non  
o f  B om bay, P rof. D uraiswam i A iyar o f  M adras, M r. B. T . T hakur o f  L ucknow ,
D r. B anerjee o f  C alcu tta  and D r. Sinha o f  D a cca  all took  part.

T he consensus o f  opin ion  was that a R eserve Bank was absolutely necessary 
in the econ om ic interests o f  India and that it should be free from  political and 
state in terference.

M r. T H A K U R  was em phatically  in favour o f  a shareholders ’ bank on  e con o ­
m ic grounds, the ch ie f o f  w hich  continuity o f  po licy  and creation  o f  a live interest 
in the electorate . A n  im portant safeguard suggested  by him was the constitution  
o f  two classes o f  shares, one for Indians and the other for n on -Ind ians without 
the right o f  transfer.

P rof. Batheja  said that the im portan ce and u rgency  o f  the Reserve Bank 
was so great that there was no o cca s ion  for a war o f  w ords. It was possible to 
arrive at a satisfactory  constitution , both  under the State B ank and sh areh olders ’ 
schem e, elim inating the undesirable features w hich w ere at present associa ted  
w ith e ith e  schem e.

A fter  this the C on feren ce cam e to an end. Prof. K ale o f  P oon a  was elected 
President o f  the E con om ic A ssoc ia tion  for the current year. It was dec id ed  
to  hold the next session o f  the C on feren ce  at M ysore.
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The Womens Educational Conference.

Amidst impressive scenes the Ail-India Women’ s Conference on Educational Reform 
opened at the Royal Cinema Hall, New Delhi on the 7 TH FEBRUARY 1 9 2 8 . A  large 
gathering of distinguished ladies and gentlemen was present.

On arrivnl H. E. Lady Irwin was received by Mrs. Das, Chairman of the Reception 
Committee, who presented the members of the Standing Committee of the Conference to 
her. Her Excellency, accompanied by the Begun Mother of Bhopal, then proceeded to the 
dais, and was accorded a rousing ovation by the ladies assembled.

Tho hall presented a picturesque scene. Special arrangements had been made in the 
gallery for purdah ladies. About 150  delegates from all parties of the country attended.

The visitors included Sir John Simon, Lord Burnham, Mrs. Naidu, the Princess of 
Baroda, the Rani of Mandi, Mrs. X . C. Roy, Mrs. Coatman, Mr. Cbatterjee, Mrs. Sarla Devi 
Choudhrani, Mrs. Nehru, Sir Mahomed Habibuliah, Mr. S. R. Das, Mr. Stow, Sir Sau- 
karan Nair, Prince Akram Hussain, Sir Abdul Qayum, Nawab Mehr Shah, Sir Zulflqar 
Ali Khan, Mr. Khaparde, Raja Sir Rampal Singh, Sir Phiroze Sethna, Col. Gidney, Mr. 
Harbilas Sarda, Mr. Kunzru, Mr. Fazil Rahimtulla and Raja Ghaznafarali Khan.

Lady Irwin was profusely garlanded by Mrs. S. R, Das. The proceedings com ­
menced with prayers from the Vedas, the Bible and the Koran welcoming Her Excellency 
and delegates.

T h e  W e l c o m e  A d d r e s s .
Mrs. S, R. Das, welcoming the delegates on behalf of the Reception Committee said : —
At the outset I must apologise to you for the many shortcomings in our arrangements 

for your comfort. Delhi is a place of distances and some of us reBide in the Old City and 
some six miles away in New Delhi. Our resources are also limited , but I can assure you 
we have spared no pains to make your sojourn amid us as happy and comfortable as 
possible. We are grateful to you, sister delegates, for the long journeys you have under­
taken to help us to make the Conference a success. It is a good augury for the future 
of women’s education that so many ladies, even purdah ladieB, are showing suoh keen 
interest that the discomfort of travelling long distances haB not detained them from being 
preBent to-day. I am sure in the interest you are taking in the objects of the Conference 
you will overlook the discomforts you may be put to by the mistakes in our arrangements.
It is not necessary for me to make any elaborate mention of places of interest, both histo­
rical and modern, to be seen in Delhi. Arrangements have been D a d e  for you to see 
some of the sites of Delhi both old and new ; and I trust that that pleasure will be some 
compensation for all your troubles.

We are very grateful to Her Excellency Lady Irwin for so graciously consenting in 
spite of her numerous engagements to op-'n the Conference to-day. Her presence here is 
a source of great encouragement to us. We hope to hear from her message what woman 
can do for her country and what part a woman can play in bringing up her sons to 
right ideas of citizenship and in bringing up the daughters as capable mothers and com­
panions to their husbands. We are peculiarly fortunate in having Her Highness the 
Begum Mother of Bhopal to preside over our deliberations She has taken a lifelong inter­
est in education ; and to-day she is at the head of one of tho important universities in 
India. She is the only woman who is the Chancellor of an Indian University, In her 
own beautiful city of Bhopal, she has founded schools for the education of girls, where 
you will find the very latest methods employed. We are confident that under her wise 
and able guidance we shall achieve success in our deliberations.

Delhi has never seen such a gathering of women from all parts of India interested in 
their educational needs. The ancient and historic city of Delhi where they are meeting 
and which has been the capital of both Hindu and Mahomedau Kingdoms will serve to 
rescind us, in our march towards progress, of our traditional culture, which must always 
be the foundation on which further progress must be based. The appalling illiteracy now 
among our women is partly due to the lack of facilities and partly to the apathy of 
parents. This apathy is however gradually disappearing. A very general desire on the 
part of parents to educate their girls is now clearly discernible. This iB just the time for 
us to meet and decide upon the kind oE education which should be imparted to our gills.
A few years hence, when parents have become accustomed to their girls being educated 
on the same lines as their boys it might be too late to persuade them to follow a course 
of study more suitable for girls. We are at the parting of the ways, when we must take 
steps to steer in the right direction of our girls. I hope and pray that this Conference
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which has brought together the women of all castes and creeds, will help towards the 
unity af India, Many speakers will deal with the different questions which will arise for 
our decision and we are all anxious to hear Her Excellency Lady Irwin. On behalf of 
the Beception Conmittee once again I oiler Your Excellency a hearty welcome.

Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya then read messages from the MaharaniB of Baroda 
and Sangli. The former drew attention to the legislation that had been passed in Kashmir 
and Baroda whereby the marriageable age for girls had been fixed at 15 , and Bhe hoped 
other parts of India would follow the example set by the two States.

T h e  S e c r e t a r y ’ s R e p o r t .
The Honorary Secretary then read the report for 1927-28. During the period under 

review the Conference, she reported, had come to bo a force and a power, and had ^ v i­
vified women’s whole consciousness and given womanhood a Btatus of its own. lh e  
modern syBtem of education seemed something which was quite apart from the real and 
intimate life of the students and particularly girls. It seemed to ill-fit them for either 
domestic or public work. As a result of Mrs. M. Cousins’ labours, 2 2  constituent Confer­
ences were held all over the country. Various resolutions of immense importance were
passed, and a memorandum of women’s demands formulated. The Conference bad defined 
Education as the training which would enable the child or individual to develop his or 
her latent capacities to their fullest extent for the service of humanity. It laid great ,
stress on the necessity of placing before the students high ideals of social service, with a
spiritual atmosphere as the back ground. It demanded compulsory primary education, 
and the introduction of physical training and the promotion of spiritual cultuio m schools 
in addition to mental. The Conference also sought to widen the scope of the university 
courses by introducing fine arts, social science, advanced domestic science journalism and 
architecture. They were quite convinced that if they were to lay a really strong founda­
tion and bring about an appreciable change in the whole system of education women 
must begin to get greater representation on all educational and local bodies that controlled 
education, as also on administrative bodies. One of the main activities the Conference 
undertook was to secure support for the Child Marriage Bill, both now pending before 
the Legislative Assembly. Signatures in favour of the bills had been collected and 
Guierat alone contributed nearly ten thousand. „ _ . T . .

The Bani of Handi after eulogising the service of Lady Irwin in the cause of the 
welfare of Indian women, requested her to open the Conference.

L a d y  I r w i n ’ s S p e e c h .
Lady Irwin, declaring the Conference open, spoks as follows
I deem it an honour to have been asked to-day to open this great Conference, the 

second of its kind to be held in India, and 1 hope a forerunner of many more in the years 
to come. Its very existence is a sign that India is now (as she is doing in so many other 
spheres) also taking her part in the great world movement for the advancement of women s
education, , . , . . ..

A decade or so ago, the Government of India took into their serious con-ideration
the education of girls, and in a resolution then issued they commented upon the lack of 
zeal for girlB’ education and the need for the co-operation of women, This Conference, 
commanding as it does a widespread influence and numbering among its supporters 
members from all parts of this country, is only one of the many indications that the co­
operation of women in the work of educating the girls in India, has not been sought by 
the Government in vain. It is essential, if we are to accomplish results in this field of 
education that wo should sen very clearly what wc desire to do ; and for tins purpose 
we must keep constantly before our eyes what we conceive to be the test and goal of real
education. „

True Aim of Education.
There ure plenty of peoplo in the world to-day who, with most praiseworthy motives, 

are tempted to confound education with the mere acquisition of a certain amount of 
knowledge, and to pursue information as such tor its own sake, forgetting that, valuable 
as information is, it is only a means to an end which is wider and deeper than itself 
Literacy is valuable. W « rightly desire to pumuc knowledge, but allthese things are at 
best of little worth unless they are brought into the service of human life and character.
This must be the real goal of educational effort, and since therefore the purpose of edu­
cation, in its truest sense, is not only the acquirement of knowledge, but the training of 
character, mind and body as an equipment for the great school of life, women must 
essentially be given a training which will help them to be an influence for good and beauty 
in their homes and in the wide sphere which their personality may reach,
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I have already realised, in my short time in India, how deep and far-reaching is the 

influence of women. They are the repository of tradition; and long may they continue 
to be 60. They must not be bliud leaders of the blind, but the biingers of light, of 
courage and of hope, an i it is th 'ir work to wed what is best of the old to what is best 
of the new. 1 feel sure that our object should be to give an education which will make 
woman more useful and happier in her home, and not one that will drive her out of it.

To the mothers in India, perhaps, even more than in some other countries, is left 
the forming of their children’s character, particularly during those early years, when the 
mind is open to deep and lasting impressions. What must be the effect upon the child, 
boy, or girl, of a mother who is not even literate 1

It is distressing to discover the high proportion of girls who learn to read and write 
at school, but who at an immature age are claimed by domestic duties or early marriage, 
before they are sufficiently proficient even to retain the elementary knowledge that they 
have acquired. I do not know whether something might be done to encourage girls on 
leaving school to keep up their reading and to learn to love it for the sake of the new 
world which it opens out to them by providing-them with something really attractive to 
read. I am told there are in India few b oks of the sort which would serve this purpose. 
I f  this is so, there ia surely much to be done in encouraging the production of really 
good and readable books which would fill this great want.

Importance of Teachers' Hole.
Next to the mothers, teachers are, in a sense, the makers of the country. They are 

the missionaries of civilisation, laying the foundations without which no politician or 
statesman can rear any permanent structure. I am told by everybody that one of the 
greatest needs in India is a continuous supply of suitable and trained women-teachers. 
To me, it would seem that the training and supply of teachers are at the very root of the 
whole problem. Tney are wanted for the education of girls during the whole of their 
period of study, ami they are wanted as teachers of the young children of both 6exes.
I am convinced that women make better teachers of the young than men. They have 
greater patience and greater sym pathy; and as co-education among little children in 
small areas increases. I would hope that the ideal to be aimed at eventually might be that 
women-teachers should have them in their care. But our difficulties will be increased 
rather than lessened, unless we are able to get teachers of the right type. We need women 
not only with knowledge, but with vision, and with a capacity for self-sacrifice, and a 
high sense of the great responsibility that is theirs. Here again it is personality that 
counts j for education is largely the play of the mind moulding character in that insen­
sible process, of which, perhaps, most of us have been at some time in our own lives dimly 
conscious. The finest teacher I have kuown have been those who look upon their profes­
sion as a vocation, who love the children they teach, and count it a privilege to train 
them for future citizenship. 1 know this is a high ideal ; but we cannot afford to be 
satisfied with anything but best in those who are to mould the minds of the riBing genera­
tion. I know too that the difficulties in persuading the type of women we need to come 
forward for training are immense, but I feel not the less certain that there is much that 
can be done to achieve this end. The furtherance of education for women iB a great 
constructive work : for it means nothing less than an attempt to build the City of God 
in the homeB of this country. It is the noblest concern of women, nobler even than tho 
great profession of medicine, since it ministers to tho heart and mind and not only to 
the body. Why is the profession of education despised from women of good birth 1 We must
all resolve that such a stigma on so noble a profession should be lilted, and that we will 
each do our shave by all the means iu our power, to change public opinion in this vital 
msttc r

In regard to this question ol teachers, one of the most difficult Bides to th ’ problem 
of course, is the supply of suitable teachers in tho villages. Yet, iu ibis country where the 
population is mainly rural, it is a problem which must be faced and euimountcd befote 
any real progress can be made. There are practical difficulties, their lonelim ss and lack 
of suitable lodgings on the teachers’ side; and on the girls’ side the difficulty of getting 
them to school in the country districts when they live at a distance from tho neliool-
buildtng. And though it iB difficult to  see our way clearly to their solution, we can be in
nu doubt &B to the main principles by which our efforts should be governed, borne voiy 
valuable work is going forward in this matter of rural education iu Gurgaon District. 
Among other activities, a School of Domestic Economy iB training women to teach all 
sorts of domestic subjects to girls. The great value of this work, in my opinion, is the
predominating aim to bring education into line with the real needs of tho country, and to
create in the m inds of the village inhabitants a desire for the education of the wotneutolfc,



The obstacles in the way of women’s education in this country are enormous : diffi­
culties of language, poverty, ignorance, apathy, hostile public opinion, social customs and 
even politics. But women, the world-over, are famed for their patience, their dogged 
courage in the face of daily adversities. If wc keep a stout heart and are determined to 
go forward steadily, I am convinced that we Bhall in due time overcome all our present 
troubles, and win through them to our goal. In one respect India is favoured. Other 
countries have been pioneers, and have made mistakes by which India, if she is wise, 
may profit. They have been slow to recognise the necessity for differentiating between 
education of boys and girls. It is of course true that they both have to live in the same 
world and that they both have to share it between them ; but tbeir functions in it are 
largely different. In many countries to-day, we see girls’ education developing on lines 
which are a slavish imitation of boys’ education. It is surely inappropriate that a curri­
culum for girls should be decided by the necessity of studying for a certa n examination 
so that it muBt perforce exclude many if not most of the subjects we would most wish 
girls to learn. If public opinion, for example, demands that Matriculation should always 
be the first teBt of excellence of a high school education, schools will necessarily be framed 
to meet that demand. The result will be, as I suggested, to drive us into a uniformity 
that fails to take account of the distinctive necessities of women. We must., therefore, as 
I see it, do ail in our power to set a different standard, and to create a desire in the 
public which will allow girls or at aDy rate a greater number of girls to develop on other 
lines. What I feel we Bhould aim to give them is a practical knowledge of domestic 
subjects and the laws of health, which will enable them to fulfil one side of their duties 
as wives and mothers, reinforced by a study of those subjects which will help most to 
widen their interests and outlook. I would like therefore to urge all of you here to-day 
to bring all your influence and efforts to bear on the accomplishment of that end. I 
Bpt ak with diffidence, to an audience of experts ; and I have not attempted to speak of 
the social conditions which have so much influence on this vast question. In the time 
at my command, I can only touch one or two points at most. I have endeavoured to 
confine myself to what seem to me of immediate and practical importance. There is one 
thing in conclusion, as to which you will no doubt agree with me in regard to this or 
any other Conference ; and that is the necessity of keeping before our eyes the object of 
making constructive suggestions and not merely passing general resolutions however 
unimpeachable. An English play-wrigot once reminded his audience of the importance of 
being earnest. I  would hope that this Conference may not lose sight of the importance 
of being practical. If from each of these annual Conferences a constructive body of 
thought and of concrete suggestions emerge, not merely theories but sober, well thought- 
out, practical BChemes dealing with the most urgent needs of women’s educational world, 
then we shall not only feel ourselves that, the Conference is worth while, but we shall 
justify ourselveB in the eyes of the somewhat critical world. I think there is a real oppor­
tunity which thiB Conference may seize, of making itself the accepted mouthpiece of 
unofficial opinion on the subject with which it deals. It would be of immense value if 
this annual Conference came to be regarded by the Government and by the country alike 
8B the one central authoritative body to which they could turn for guidance and advice 
in any matters affecting the education of women and girlB, I need not assure you of my 
deBire to lend any help that I may, for such a purpose.

M r s .  N a i d u ’ s S p e e c h .
In proposing a vote of thanks to Lady Irwin, Mrs. Naidu gratefully acknowledged 

the illuminating words of Her Excellency which, she said, Bhould be the keynote of their 
aims and ideals. Amid6t loud applause, Mrs. Naidu declared that the East and West 
had met to-day in the kinship of women, that indivisable sisterhood. India, she said, 
was the home of Lakshmi, Saraswati and Parvati, and did not consist of Hindu ideals 
only, but of ideals of all the nationalities who had come into contact in this land. She 
Btrongly repudiated the charge that India consisted of narrow ideals.

T h e  B h o p a l  B e g u m - M o t h e r ’ s A d d r e s s .
Presidingover the Conference, Her Highness the Begum-Mother of Bhopal hoped the 

Conference would be an inspiring power, and would serve as a model of unity and co-opera­
tion. Touching children’s education, Bbe contended it was the mother's lap that provided 
the first and bebt school of education ; for the chief objective of their conference was to 
bring about reforms in feynale education, and to remove the various drawbacks and defi­
ciencies inherent in the system. The main cauBe of the present unsatisfactory condition 
of female education was that up till now whatever had been done for the education of women had been done by men j and they could not folly realise their needs or look at
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— thorn from the same viewpoint as women themselves could. The obstacles in their way 

were many. On the one hand poverty of the people of India and their prejudice stood 
in the way of a proper settlement; on the other there were old and antiquated customs 
sanctified by religion, which retarded educational progress.

Proceeding, Her Highness^ deplored the fact that in India the income per head was 
Rs. 2 -8 -0  per month. However, it was their lack of interest and sometimes their opposi­
tion that had prevented the Government from paying due attention to the education of 
women of India. That accounted for the backwardness of girls in education in comparison 
with boys, and for the fact that the ratio of education between women and men was 
hardly 6 to 1 0 0 , The remedy for poverty lay in the enlargement of their sources of 
income ; but they should also cut down unnecessary items of their expenditure, and revert 
to the plain living of olden times.

The speaker vehemently denounced the evil of early marriage, which resulted in 
rapid disease and mortality, fall in the average length of life, poor physique of children 
and in physical and intellectual degeneration. She averred that the people had them- 
selveB come to realise the evil effects of the customs and she thought Government would 
not be wrong in finding out proper means of dealing with it in the way that would satisfy 
all of them.

Adverting to the Purdah system, the President remarked that there could be no 
denying the fact that the/present strictness of purdah among the Mussulmans did not 
form part of their religious obligati ms. It was based on purely local considerations, and 
was not as strict as in other Islamic countries. If the system were remodelled, according 
to local peculiarities and placed on a reasonable footing most of the evil effects which it 
had on female education would disappear.

Turning to the syllabus for the education of girls Her Highness suggested that the 
curriculum should embody the peculiar needs and requirem-nts of women. Women's 
education should be Buch as may enable her, among other things, to help man in his 
struggles, to comfort him in his troubles and to create a happy home. Continuing, the 
speaker declared that fine arts and physical and spiritual training should not be exc’uded 
from the curriculum. For, so long as separate universities for women are not set up, 
the national universities ought to take up these questions, and do something to improve 
the situation.

The next great problem waB the supply of efficient teachers to impart good education. 
There should be good teachers from the very beginning, and those who wanted to see the 
standard of their children's education raised should try to improve the lot of their teachers.

Concluding, the President appealed to all ladies to realise the poverty and helplessness 
of their country, and to contribute their quota of help in the adv.incm  nt of education. 
They could easily devote some of their spare time to teaching girls in their neighbourhood.
In this way the difficulty about teachers could be greatly relieved.

She reiterated Lady Irwin’ s advice that practical efforts were essential to the achieve­
ment of their objects. She complained that most of the meetings and conferences in India 
did not go beyond mere expression of piouB hopes. There were interesting discussions and 
passing of some very fine resolutions ; but there the whole thing came to an end. and that 
in fact was one of the reasons that female education in India was till in its preliminary 
stage.

R e s o l u t i o n s  P a s s e d .
On the 8TH FEBRUARY the Conference passed a number of resolutions 

deploring the effect of early marriage on education and emphatically condemn­
ing the custom of allowing immature boys and girls to become parents.

It called upon the Central Government and the Provincial Legislatures to 
follow the precedent set by several Indian States in raising the legal age of
marriage. . ,

The meeting also demanded that the legal age of marriage for girls and 
boys be made 16 and 21, respectively. While welcoming Mr. Harbilas Sarda ŝ 
attempt to pass legislation prohibiting early marriage, the Conference strongly 
protested against his proposed ages of 12 and 15, and called upon him and the 
select committee to amend his bill in conformity with their resolution.

Opinion was also recorded that girls’ schools should be inspected by women 
who had both general and technical qualifications.

Demand for Compulsory Primary Education.
On the 9TH FEBRUARY the backwardness of women in education formed 

the main topic of discussion. The most important resolution carried to-day held
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that com pulsory prim ary education was essential for girls, and urged upon the 
Governm ent and the local bodies to make the necessary financial provision 
for this purpose, and to make special grants for M oslem  and other gu ls, who 
suffered from  the disability o f  purdah.

T he Conference recognised the im perative need for the establishment o f  a 
greater number o f training schools for teachers, and urged upon the Government 
to take immediate steps to start such schools. , . ,  , „

It was pointed out that as far as possible, wom en-teachers should be 
engaged in the prim ary stage o f  education  both for boys and girls, which should
i n  f a c t  b e  wholly the concern  o f  w om en-teachers. ,  . ,

T he Conference recom m ended that an A ll-India fund for the prom otion o f  
wom en’s education be established and appointed a sub-com m ittee to collect 
funds and to submit a scheme for its adm inistration to the Standing Committee.

On the ic T H  F E B R U A R Y  after the adoption o f  eight more resolutions 
and the election o f  office-bearers, the Conference concluded  its session. Ihe 
Conference also appointed four sub-com m ittees to carry on the work ot the 
con ference during the year.

Representation o f  W om en on Legislatures.
M rs Cousins (M adras) introduced a resolution urging the Governm ent to 

nom inate at least two women to the Central Legislature to Pr° te ? j the interests 
of women especially in regard to the pending legislation on Child M arriage and 
D e v a d a s i  children. Mrs. Cousins pointed out that the need for such legislation

.  t-eenlv felt by the delegates when they listened to the discussion on Sir Hari
cin oh  H our’s A ge o f  Consent Bill in the Assem bly. . . t. .
S SM rs Saraladevi Mehta (Bom bay) supported the resolution, rem ark,ng that 
women were not content with cradles only, but that they really wanted to

the M?sd 'R ustom ii (H yderabad), who was one o f  those who represented the 
wom en's case before the M uddim an Committee, declared that women were 
absolutely necessary in the legislatures to safeguard their interests. ,

T he con ference then resolved to send a representative to Honolulu to attend 
the P an-P acific W om en ’s Conference, for which an urgent invitation had been 
received. M rs. Sarojini N aidu ’s nam e was suggested and finally accepted .

Mrs" D as (Bihar) next proposed t h a t  women be given adequate representa­
tion on all educational boards which controlled primary, secondary  and uni­
versity education, and on all text-book com m ittees. T he motion was accepted .
A desire was expressed to utilise cinem a films for educational purposes in^schools, 
especially in rural areas, and the con ference passed a resolution to that effect.

A gricu ltural E ducation .
T h e m otion which raised a good  deal o f  controversy and discussion was the 
S a l in e  with agricultural education , and which was proposed by Mrs. bara- 

= rh oudhran i (Bengal). It advocated the introduction o f  teaching o f  
agricultural subjects^ in schools, colleges and training colleges, the institution of scholarships for girls and the appointm ent o f  women agricultural officers and

dem onstratoi^ ition  ^  ^  M rs_ M ayadas (U „ ited Provinces). A fter much 
rtkcussionPPan am endm ent proposed by Mrs. Bhatvadekar (Central Provinces) 
was oassed The am ended resolution suggested the introduction  o f  agriculture as 

t  £ „i,lB orv  subject in rural schools and as an optional subject in cities.
3 MPs Besant, addressing the C onference, declared  that it had been one o  the
m o s t  h o p e f u l  signs for India that her daughters were taking an active part in 
m f h l i c  affairs. W om en had now equal franchise with men in India, and India 
Pub 1 rw. nf those countries where the opinion o f  women was taken into consi- 
r r a r n  and° reverence for women wPas inculcated. She con tended  that the • 
voice o f ’ Indian wom anhood was o f  supreme im portance for the welfare o f  the 
w orld. W om an, she said, saw far m ore than m an, and was m ore p ractica l

l^anAfter a few closing remarks by the President, the Conference came to an end
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The Bengal Chamber of Commerce.

The annual meeting of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce was held at 
Calcutta on the 24th February 1928 in the rooms of the Chamber, Mr.
B. E. G. Eddis presiding.

After the annual report and the audited accounts for the past year 
had been adopted, the President in course of a lengthy speech said a m o D g  
other things:—

A beginning has already been made with a view to the representation 
of the opinions of the commercial community on the important issues which 
the Simon Commission has been appointed to investigate, and this will 
certainly be one of the most important subjects requiring the consideration 
of the Chamber during the coming year* It is to be hoped that one of the 
rosults of the evidence laid before the Commission will bo to convince them 
of the necessity for a revision in favour of Bengal, of the terms of the Meston 
Settlement.

Just as it should bo the policy of the Chambers of Commerce to 
confine themselves to matters pertaining to commerce and industry, so in 
my opinion it should bo the policy of legislatures to confine themselves to 
the making of laws and to politics. Unfortunately the Indian legislatures 
now to their work, are not content to observe this principle, as is obvious 
from their attitude towards the Reserve Bank Bill. The Reserve Bank Bill, 
if and when it is established, should be kopt outside politics altogether, 
but there is a very definite opinion on the part of Indian politicians that it is 
right and proper for the legislature as such to be directly concerned with the 
direction and control of the Bank and its functions, with the result that 
India has for the present lost her opportunity of getting the Central Bank 
which she needs for the better control of currency and credit. So far as the 
principle of a Reserve Bank is concerned, the Chamber is in agreement with 
the recommendation of the Currency Commission but is firmly convinced that 
the Bank must not in any way be subject to political control; the terms of 
the second Bill were such that it seemed more than possible that the politi­
cians might be able to gain control.

We aro likely to have fresh income-tax troubles to face in near future, 
for I see that the Assembly has passed the Income-Tax Amendment Bill 
containing several clauses to which, as is explained in the report, this Chamber 
took strong exception. The other Bill, the Second Amendment Bill—has 
been referred to a Select Committee.

As you know, there has been considerable discussion on tho fact that,
“  Roads and Bridges ”  being a provincial subject, tho Government of India 
are not contributing to the cost of the bridge. There is, however, one direc­
tion in which I venture to think that they could, and should, assist the 
project. I do not know to what extent, when the bridge comes to be built, 
the steel used will be of Indian manufacture, and to what extent it will bo 
imported. So much of it as is imported will, if it is fabricated, be subject 
to an import duty of 17 per cent, if it is of British manufacture, and of 
17 per cent, plus 15 per cent if non-British manufacture. To the oxteut 
that the steel used is of Indian manufacture, the price will naturally be 
adjusted so as to be only a little lower than that of the imported material : 
in effect therefore the position will be much tho same as if the whole of the 
material were imported in a fabricated state, namely, that the bridge will
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be burdened with a very heavy charge on account of this duty. In view of the fact that the Government of India do not seem to think that it is possible for them to make a direct contribution towards the cost of a pro}ect 
that is far from concerning only Calcutta and Howrah, or even Bengal, it seems to me that there is a strong case for consideration of the whole posi­tion and for a special exemption, from duty, being allowed in the case of all material required for the bridge ; I go even further, and consider that, so far as the steel used is of Indian manufacture, a special grant-in-aid should be made by the Government of India to compensate for the higher rate that the Indian manufacturer is able to charge by reasons of the imposition of the duty.

In course of his remarks on traffic control in Calcutta the speaker referred to the “ almost intolerable noise that has of late become such a 
never ending feature of life in Calcutta. For that, motor traffic is almost entirely to blame, although we do also hate to put up with a good deal of 
unnecessary and disturbing noise from street hawkers such as those who sell race programmes and race tips : but at worst they are only occasional whereas horn nuisance is always with us, and does not tend to get any less. If any person is in any doubt as to who are the chief offenders, let him be about in Clive Street any evening after the withdrawal of the traffic police, and see the endless promenade of empty taxis parading in both directions, every one contributing to the incessant din. But it is not only in the busi­
ness quarters of the city that the taxi nuisance asserts itself: it is now prevalent to such an extent in the residential parts of the city as seriously to menace the comfort and peace of mind of the citizens. There is a growing feeling that the evil demands the urgent attention of the authorities and that the most energetic steps are required to suppress it once and for all. We 
have sometimes seen a temporary improvement as a result of public com­plaints, but before long the position has again become as bad as it ever was and the people of this city are entitled to demand that their comfort and convenience should not be as they now are, at the mercy of a small and entirely inconsiderate section of the commu iity. Surely at any rate some­thing might be done at once to insist ou the use of a less blatant typo of motor horn.”

Sir Alexander Murray proposed a vote of thanks to the outgoing Presi­dent, who in reply thanked him.
The New President.

Sir George Godfrey then thanked the Chamber for electing him as the President of the current year and in doing so he said : —
“ I shall have to face difficult problems connected with the future of India and this Chamber will have to have a keen and careful watch on the 

change of political developments. As a Chamber we have to watch these for large commercial interests which may become involved and which may 
even bo threatened. We can always see the threatening of some of them at the present moment. The duty of this Chamber is to build up and construct the new constitution and to take part on the political side. We must be prepared and be ready with our ideas and be able to put thorn forward 
when called upon to do so and outside the Chamber there is no reason why 
one and all will not take part in assisting the creation of some stable future for this country.”
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The Indian Chamber of Commerce.
The Second Annual General Meeting of the Indian Chamber of Com­

merce, Calcutta was held on the 18th February 1928 at 4*30 p.m. under the 
Presidency of Mr. D. P. Khaitau in the office of the Chamber, at 135, 
Canning Street, Calcutta. There wae_ a very large attendance. Among 
those present wero :— Mr. Faizullabhai Gangjee, Mr. Sheokissen Bhatter, Mr. 
Anandji Haridas, Mr. K. J. Purohit, Mr. A. D. M.dgaokar, Mr. Habib 
Mahomed, Mr. E. P. Guzder, Mr. Ea.i Shekhar Bose, Mr. W. C. Baneijee,
Mr, P. M. N. Mehta, Mr. R. Sitaram, Mr. N. L. Puri, Mr. G. L. Mehta,
Mr. J. N. Ghosh, Mr. Rajam, Mr. C. S. Raugaswami, Mr. Kumar Krishna 
Kumar, Mr. N. Son, Mr. A. D. Addy, Mr. Hap Abdul Razak Abdul 
Sattar, Mr. F. H. Achard, Mr. Sajjan Kumar Chowdhury, Mr. M. P, 
Gandhi, (Secretary).

P r e s i d e n t ' s  S p e e c h .
Mr. Debi Prasad Khaitan in course of his presidental address, said :__
“  1927 is a momentous year in the realm of finance—but not for India.

A study of the tendencies and events of Indian trade and finance in the 
past year and of their underlying causes and inner forces in comparison with 
the tendencies and events of International trade and finance and their under­
lying ‘ motifs ’ will form the most poignant commentary of the painful fact 
that is, day in and day out, rubbed in into us—the fact, namely, that India 
is only a subordinate branch of the British administration, that we can 
have no rights apart from what suits British interests, no prerogatives except 
when graciously tolerated by the benign Secretary of State ; that, in a word, 
we are but bowers of wood and drawers of water iu the much-vaunted 
British Commonwealth of Nations.”

Reviewing 1927 so far as India is concerned, he said :—The evil effects 
of unduly appreciated currency, as anticipated by those who have studied 
this intricate science, have unconsciously been fait by all concerned.

The monsoou was, on the whole, propitious and fairly free from any of 
its periodical vagaries; but jute fetched poor prices and the farmers of 
Bengal could not obtain anything like a reasonable margin between the costa 
of agricultural operations and the selling price of jute—though jute mills 
have thriven duriug the period, cotton has brought no prosperity and the 
movement of the produce to foreign countries has been tardy and anaemic ; 
wheat has fared no better; and the numberless tillers of land have had a 

.very arduous year.
Secondly, money market appeared to_ be free from stringency but the 

principal Indian industries, like the cotton mill industry, were in doldrums ; 
Indian export and import merchants could make hardly any profits; money 
was easy but credit restrictedcom pany liquidations went on merrily and 
not one new company of any importance was floated; Jndiau joint stock 
banks show standstill conditions ; and there is an all-round lack of confidence 
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” " Sm w t # °W ta h“ i » S » d ‘T sS > 'ilU «i international eael.ng, but

S L T o i X ” ”.  in the ,,id ,« oi the b»,y  • ».= » a* th.  end .
1926-27 and beginning of 1927-28 ; the overseas demand for our staple

i n n „ i,een delayed ; the favourable trade balance, though slightly products has been ^layea , a3 t0 make the remittance
programme oi the ?  and stability of exchange has in
no sense eliminated the feeling of uncertainty, the possibility of am prises 
and the upsetting of plans and calculations.

Fourthly, our national budget has been balanced but how many of 
the individual budgets for 1927 of Indian businessmen and Indian business- 
houses'coukl claim to be balanced budgets ; and the misery of unemployment
is being widely felt. , , , . . .  , .

Fifthly, we are told that the internal prices have been stabilised , ex
tcrpci exchange ha, been d nor currency and e^.d*assail *■ -*•essentials preliminary to the adoption of a Gold Standaid.

Have we increased our gold assets ? Isthereanyrea ^ t i o n t o o u r  
ciccb »i gold 1 I» April m 6 . w . I-  he » o i j , .  £  - r «  m

A* M M
the dose of the gyear, however, some purchases have been made and the
year ends with a small holding of sterling securities.

Roundabout out March 1927, just over 2 millions worth of gold was
boucht for the Gold Standard Reserve ; and we were asked to hope that this 
was the beginning of a wholesome policy of converting a portion of the securi 
Hps of G s ' r . into gold. But as though ashamed of being discovered while 
doin" so good a thing, the Government have reverted to the old policy and 
no more gold has been bought on account of our reserve in the remainder 
of the year And yet this was a period in which the most significant feature 
of international finance was the free and large movements of gold

We are told that “ the Federal Reserve authorities look with favour 
on sold exports, being sympathetic to the restoration of the Gold Standaid 
fhroughoS the world and probably would continue to co-operate, as far as 
S t  be practical, with fresh efforts to stabilise on a gold basis. The 
federal Reserve authorities are keen on helping those countries which are 
able and willing to establish themselves on a gold basis, _

Is India the Cinderella of the family of nations aspiring to establish
themselves on a gold basis ? ,. q ,

It is necessary to obtain a definite answer to this question. Surely it 
nnrt be that America, which is co-operating with all the countries trying

to  go on »  U *  basis> singl09 out India alone for  the invidious distinction
of ineligibility to make any purchases of gold. One can undeis ai 

f i w v  ,1 the Secretary of State to refrain from buying gold m London.
The wrath of the Bank of England is such as would burn to ashes even the 
all-puissant Secretary of State,

|1| <SL
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If the poBition be that we cannot buy in London because it won’t suit 
the Bank of England nor in New York because it won’t Buit its silver nterests, then it is easy to realise the force of the remark with which I started my speech that a comparative study of Indian finance and its under­lying forces with International finance would be the most eloquent com­
mentary on the subordinate position which India occupies and on the way in which her interests are lightly brushed asides unless and until our mentors 
aud masters are pleased to tolerate them.

The Reserve Bank Bill is dead and buried—unwept and unsung.The first and foremost need, therefore, is that the Indian Government 
should buy gold—and keep buying gold at every suitable opportunity. And 
the plea that no such suitable opportunity has so far presented itself or may 
not present itself cannot hold any water. Such a plea if raised by the 
Government would be a sure token of the total absence of genuine solicitude 
for India’s welfare and interests.

Government’s Sermon: Mills Duty.
Another instance where the Government have all through the past 30 years and more shown a callous indifference to the interests of India s indus­trial welfare is the cotton mill industry. During the last four years, owing to the high exchange and owing to what may be described as world factors affecting the cotton mill industry, the Indian cotton mills have been passing 

through difficult times. They had finally to appeal to the Government for 
protective tariffs. They did not get protective tariffs ; on the other hand, 
they got endless homilies and pompous sermons on the need of “ setting one’s 
own house in order.” The Government cannot give any support and do 
not want to give it. They have, however, given us a powerful sermon on 
self-reliance. Let us take that sermon to heart, and let us develop a pro­
gramme in which we can by our own strength re-establish the industry on 
a sound basis. The Indian cotton mills should join together aud carry out 
an intensive and extensive propaganda with a view to bringing round the 
Indian consumer to buy only Indian cloth. Except for a brief period in 
the anti-partition days, no propaganda of any magnitude has been concluded 
on right lines or on an adequate scale to indicate “ Swadeshi in cloth. If 
all the Indian cotton mills join together, the financial aspect of this pro­paganda cannot present any difficulties. A central organisation will be able 
to study and appreciate the psychology of the Indian consumer : it should 
from that knowledge devise propaganda by pamphlets, lectures, posters, I 
advertisements, articles in journals and papers etc .; it should chalk out a 
comprehensive programme and execute it with zeal, . , _ , •The interests of India are to us, who are connected with Indian business, 
the sole consideration ; the interests of India are, so it s0®m® 0 m®’Government of India a subsidiary consideration, as the Secretary rf a a te  
and, through him, the powerful British commercial 1 .1 crests ^ v e  a ways a 
strong say. It will be our duty to keep a careful w atch-to ensure that 
India’s interests are always kept in the forefront whether in the bioader 
policies and principles or in ther more detailed application.The Annual Report of 1926-27 and the accounts were then put and
carried unanimously.Messrs. Battliboi & Co. were appointed the auditors for Xhe ensuing 
year 1928-39. .
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