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. tained not indeed the Qlfigin'alfihiiidn dress, but that noarly which

now in the decling of lifo should pass away, tho dress of the

| prevailed ten or twenty years before; but when those who were

i Cherokees, it was probable, would scarcely distinguish them from"

 the White people.  The improvement in dress had extended even'

i %o the children. | Formerly, most of the children of both sexes .

~went, entirely naked during most of the year, Now, there were.
. few or no families in which they were not habitually clothed. A
~ Cherokee girl especidlly without decent clothing was rarely seen.
There yet remained room for improvement in dress, but that'
- improvement was going on with surprising rapidity. 4
. Except in the arts of epinning and weaving, but little progress
~ had been made by the Cherokees in manufactures. A fow, how-
eyer, were mechanics. i | bl
. Tha houses of the Cherokees were of all gorts, from an elogant
. painted, or brick mansion, down to a very mean log cabin. = Of
- the mass of the people, it may be stated, that they lived in com-.
 fortable log houses-—generally one, but frequently two storeys
high-~sometimes of hewn, gometimes of unhewn logs-—commounly
. with a wooden chimney and a floor of puncheons, or what in New
England is called slabs, conveniences which were unknown 1o
them in former times. - i I
In the farniture of their houses, perhaps, the mags of the
 Cherokees suffered moro than in almost any other respeet, by
comparison with their White neighbours. Many of their houses
wore furnished decently, and a few even elegantly; but they
were not generally well furnished ; numbers had scareely any
 furniture. ImPro?eﬁlent in this respect, however, was making
rapid progress. - : il ¢ e
In no respect, perhaps, was the progress of the Cherokees in
civilization more evident than in the station assigned to woman.
Though there was here room for improvement, yet in general they
- were allowed to hold their proper place. e
| Polygamy, which had prevailed to some extent, was becoming
. rare. It was forbidden by law ; but the law, being as yet with-
out any penalty annexed to it, had probably less influence than
. public opinion, which considered the practice as highly disreput-
.able. A few wero still living in & state of polygamy ; but almost
' mo ono entered into it. A Sl Sl S I



Superatmon still bore eonmdera.hle Sway a,mang them 5 but ’11;51
znﬂuence was rapidly declining. Customs which it was once in-
famous to violate were fast disappearing. Most of the- young
‘men appeared to be entirely ignorant of a large portion of their
former superstitions. Ancient traditions were fading from me-
mory, and could scarcely be collected if any one wished to comnit
~ them to paper.  Conjuring, however, was still practised to a cons
siderable extent by the old, a.nd believed in by the less enhghbu'
ened among the young. '

As to education, the number who could read and write the
English languago was considerable, though it bore but & small

proportion to the whole population. The number who could read

their own language was much greater ; not less, it was supposed,
‘than a majority of those between childhood and middle age could
read it with more or loss facility. The progress of education,
however, could scarcely be called ra,pld but an increasing desire
for the education of their children was apparent among them!
The Cherokees had even established among themselves a well
organized system of government, consisting of three ‘branches, the

Legislative, Executive, and Judlclal m‘h the safeguard of Wmtten_:_ A

Jaws and trial by jury.?

To these interesting stataments, we have to add the smgula.r f‘a.ct- il

of the invention of an alphabet for the Cherokee language, sylla-
bical in its form and remarkably easy of acquisition, by a Chere~
kee of the name of George Guess, a circtunstance which wag at
once a striking indication of the progress of the Cherckee
mind, and a powerful instrument of its further improvement.
He had seen books, and it was said he had an English speliing«
book in his house; but he had no knowledge of any language
except the Cherokee. Having, however, become acquainted with
the principle of the alphabet, that written marks could be made
the symbol of sounds, he conceived the idea that all the syllables
in the Chergkee language might be represented by distinet marks
or characters. In collecting all the syllables in it which he could
remember, he found they amounted to eighty-two, which were
afterwards increased to eighty-five. In order to express these,
he took the letters of the English alphabet for part of them, pa.r-

1 Miss, Her. vol. il p. 1163 vol, xxvi, p. 154 5 vol. xxvn p. 80,
# Miss: Har, vol, xxiv. pp. 193 390,



'ﬂcala.rly the capltals thaugh not; emplo ying them to exprass the
same sounds as in English; others of our letters ho modified,
while some appear to have been purely of his own invention.
- With these symbols he set about writing letters; others of the:
 Todians learned the use of them, and a correspondence was very soon.
. begun botween some of the Cherokees oast of the Mississippi, and
those in the west, at a distance of 500 miles. The invention ex-
i cited great interest among the Cherokees, and young men would
. travel great distances to be taught the new alphabet, and on
veturning to their native villages would teach it to others.  So
easy was the acquisition that an active Cherokee boy could learn
to read his own language in a day, and not more than two or
three days were ordinarily required for this purpose. IHe would
. not, indeed, at first read fluently ; but he would soon do so by
practice.  Within two or three years after the alphabet was in-
vented, a very large portion of the Cherokees learned to read by
means of it, theugh it was not known that there had been such a
thing as a school in which it had been taught ; and while as yet
there were no printed books in it, there was no part of the nation,
it is said, where it was not understood, Mr Worcester, one of the
migsionaries, gave a decided preference to Guess’s alphabet over
such an alphabet as the English, even though it were to be con-
structed on philosophically perfect principles. In respect of sim-
plicity it was greatly superior; and in no language, probably,
could the art of reading be acquired with nearly the same facility.
For writing, the characters were less adapted in point of form;
but it might be hoped they would be so improved as to get over
this disadvantage, while they possessed a great advantage in the
small number that were required: they were in fact a kind of
short hand, The Cherokees became quite enthusiastie in favonr
of their own alphabet. = In their national council they rejected a
proposal for substituting the English alphabet; they gave a medal
to the inventor of so wonderful a method of writing their lan-
guage; and in order that the nation might enjoy the full benefit
of it; the government ordered at its own expense a fount of types
in it, and also a fount of English types, a printing press, and the
entire furniture of a printing office. A prospectus was issued for
. & newspaper, under the title of the Cherokee Phenix, to be
- printed partly in Cherokee, partly in English; and the proposal
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was mamedxately c-arrmd into eﬁ'ect Fhaa Bom‘hnoﬁ, a Lhamkee 8
young man, who had received a good education, was a.pp%mted-” -'
oditor, with a salary of 300 dollars, The government also hired
a printer to superintend the printing office, to whom they gave
400 dollars & year, and another printer who received 800,

We thus see among the Cherokees the first printing press ever
owned and employed by any tribe of Indians in North America;
the first effort at writing and printing in characters of their own
the first newspaper printed among them, and for their own special
benefit ; the first editor of their own nation; the commencement,
in short, of an orgamed system for diffusing useful knowledge
among them. !

We have entercd into these details in regard to the progress of the |

1 Misg. Her. vol. sxil. p. 47 5 vol. xxiii. pp. 212, 882, vol. xxiv. pp. 162,831.~Rep.
Board For. Miss, 1828, p. 71.

In March 1828, Mr Evatts was introduced at Waa'nmgt.on to vaes John Rogers,
James Rugerai,_ Black Fox, and George Guess, who formed part of a (}aiegatlou trom
the Arkansas Cherokees to the United States government.  “Im Guess,” says he, *“ 1
felt a particularinterest. He ig very modest in appearance, a man aboul fifty years
old, dressed in the costnme of the country; that is, a htmtmg frock, pﬂntalnona,

moecasing, and a handkerchiof tied round the head, The others werd diessed as awell
and. appeared in every respect us well, as members of Congrese generally.  The Rogerses

sveak good Hnglish ; but Graves, Black Fox, and (Guess spoke in Cherokee only. I, i

asked Gruess, by David Brown as an interpreter, to tell me whab mduced ‘him to form
an alphabet; and how he proceeded in doing ik,

€ Gluesy veplied, that he had observed that many things were found out by men aurl :
known in the world ; but that this knowledge escaped, and wag lost for want of some
gne to preserve it ; that he had observed White people write things on paper, and L
had seen books, and he koew that what was written down remained and was not for-
gotten ; that he attempted therefore fo fix certain marks for sounds; that he thought
if he could make things fast on the paper, it would be like catching a wild animal and
taming it ; that he fonnd great difficulty in proceeding with his alphabet, as he forgot;"-
the sounda which he had assigned to warks ; that he was much puzzled about a
character for the hissing sound ; that when this point was settled, he progeeded easily
and rapidly ; that his alphabet cost him a month’s study ; and that he aftorwards madg
an alphabet for the pen, that is, for speedy writing, the characters of which he wrote
under: the eorresponding chavacters of the other. The two alphabets have no great
resemblance to each other.”—Evarts's Memoirs, p. 805.

In’an early number of the Clherokee Phamix, theve is a curious and more detailed
account of the process by which Guesg formed his alphabet, but we do not know on
what authority it rests :— ¢ Mr Guess,” says the writer, ‘‘is in appearance and habits
a full Cherokee, though his grandfather, on his mother’s side, was a White warn, He
has no knowledge of any language but the Cherokee, consequently in his invention of
the alphabet he had to depend entirely on his own native resources,” “‘ He at first
thought of no way but to make a character for each word, He pursued this plan for
about a year, in which time he had made several thousand characters, He was then
convinced $hat the object was not attainable in that way; but he was not discouraged.
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Gherokees, because they are thc most remarkabla example of ime
.provemont known among the Indians, and thus afford an interest+
ing passage in the history of the human family, particalarly in the:
New World:  After the attainments which the Cherokees had
‘made, there is no reason to question their capability of improve-
 ment 3 and had they been allowed to go on unmolested, there is
- no ground for doubting that they might yet have attained, in their
 descendants, as high a stage of civilization as the most civilized
‘nations of the world; and what was realised in the Cherokees,
“there is every reason to believe might lnve becn effected as to
~ other Indian tribes.? i
‘But interesting as was the progress of the Cherokees, a dark |
cloud now came over their prospects. Though the proposal which

He firnily believed that there was some way in which the Cherokee language oonld be
- expressied on paper ag well as the English ; and after trying several other methods, he at
length conceived the idea of dividing the words into parts. He had not procesded far
ou this plan before he found, to his great satisfaction, that the same characters would
apply in different words, and the number of characters would be comparatively few.”
In forming his characters, he made some use of the Knglish letters as he found them
i1t 'a spelling-book which he had in his possession) . After commencing on the lagh
mentioned plan, I believe he completed hig system in about a menth.”—Miss. Her, vol,
xxiv., p. 830,

To persons contemplatmg the formation of a syllabic alphabet for ofher lamguages,
the following observations by Mr Worcester may not be without their nse ;% The
applicahility of the syllabic method of writing to any pamouln,r language may always,
43 it appears to me, be decided by the answer to a single inguiry, Does every syllahle,
~or nearly every syllable in the language, terminate with a vowel sound? This is true
of the Cherokee language.  No syllable euds with a consonant.”  **If the syllables of
any language ave all open, that is; all end in a vowel sound, then the syllabie method
iy practicable ; if not, it is out of the question.” ¢ But here, I may remark, that if I
found moat of the syllables open, the analogy of the Cherokee language would lead me to
sugpect that the exceptions were only apparent. A White man would not unfequently
write a Cherokee word with a consonant terminating a syllable ; 3 but let him get a good
(herokee scholar to divide the word for him distinetly into syllables, and he would find
a vowel after’ the consonant which he had not perceived. Thus the word for the
number seven; &' White man would ‘write gul-quo-gi ; but a Cherokee would write it

ga-le-quo-gi, or ga-lu-guo-gi, the e. or, a8 4 minority would have if, w, bemg gsearcely
percepnble to an unpractised ear."— Chureh Missivnary Intdlligencer; vol. iv. pp. 66,
67.

Of late years a ayilahlc alphabet has been formed by the Hey. Jamus Evaus, one of
the Methodist missionaries in the Hudson’s Bay Company’s territory, for the language
of the Cree Indians ; a fount has heen cast of the characters, and a trauslation of the
Gospel of John printed with thern - Ifid. vol, iv. p. 68. )

1 Most of the improvements of the Cherokees which we have detm]ed they had made
sitce 1706, and pamenlarly gince 1808.—Panoplist, vol, ii. (N. 8.) p 475, They were.
the result partly of missionary mﬂuence, but: still more of other cauma —Miss, Her.
Yol xxvii. pp. 80, 82.
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was made some years be{'ore to remove them from their ancwnt

_seats had been given up at the time by the United States govern‘-j [

© ment, it had been evident for several years past that the affairs
of the Scuthern Indians, including the Cherokees, Crecks, Choc-
taws, and Chickasaws, were drawing to a crisis, )
The State of Georgia originally claimed, under a charter from
the King of England, the whole country between its present west-
ern boundary and the river Mississippi. Large tracts of land in
the western part of this territory had been sold under a law of
that State. The law was then repealed on pretence of some fraud
in its enactment, the records of the State relating to it destroyed,
~and all titles under it were declared void and null, DBy this * Ya-
zoo fraud,” as it was commonly called, many who had purchased
land on the faith of the State were reduced to poverty. Others
took legal measures to defend their rights, and, in the end, the
Supreme Court of the United States decided that Georgia could
not, by repealing her own law, deprive the purchasers of their
right to what they had honestly bought, and that their claims
were valid against the State. To procure the means of meeting
these claims, Georgia ceded to the United States all her right,
title, and claim to the jurisdiction and soil of the lands now com-~
prising the States of Alabama and Mississippi. The United States
agroed to pay to Georgia the sum of 1,250,000 dollars from the
first net proceeds of said lands, as a consideration for the expenses
incurred by it in relation to said territory, and also to extinguish
at their own expense, for the use of Georgia, as soon as the same
could be obtained  peaceably, and on reasonable terms,” the
Indian title to all lands then occupied by the Indians within the
present lands of Georgia. This agreement was usually called
the ““ Compact of 1802,” and was “ ratified and confirmed” by the
legislature of Georgia “in all its parts,” and declared “to be
binding and conclusive on the said State, her government, and
citizens, for ever,” In pursuance of this compact, the United
States had acquired for Georgia, by several treaties with the
Cherokee nation, by far the greater and more valuable part of
their lands within the present lands of Georgia. DBut for several
years past, the Cherokees had refused to sell any more of their
country, and they had even enacted a law for pumbhmg with death
any chief who should attempt to do so. Georgia did not need the
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lands, for her popula,tmn was uot more than seven m}ml;n tants to_ﬁ
a squave mile; but she was afraid, that as the Cherokees were
_ advancing so much in knowledge and emhza.tlon, they would soon
so understand their own rights and interests that it would become
1mpossxble to get*them to sell or exchange their country ; and
the avaricious pars of her citizens coveted it, for money could be
made by trading in its lands, and some parts of it contained gold
mines. Tt was proposed that the State should take possession of
ity divide the whole into small lots, and distribute them a,nmng her
citizens by lottery. This plan appealed directly to the avarice of
* every voter, for it promised him the chance of drawing an excel-
lent farm, or perhaps a mine of gold. Scarvely a politician in the
State, therefore, dared do otherwise than be in favour of the mea-
sure, lest ho should lose his place at the next election, 'The State
elamorously urged the General Government to remove the Che-
rokees, reproached it with bad faith for not having done it sooner,
and threatened to take the work into her own hands.®

In December 1827, the legislature of Georgia accordingly did
proceed toassert the claim of that State to the Cherokee country
in a-different way, and on different grounds, from any which had
been previously attempted. It was now discovered that the Che-
rokees had no title to their lands, that they were mere tenants-
at-will, and that Georgia might take possession of them by force
whenever she pleased] A long report containing these doctrines
was adopted by both branches of the legislature, approved by the
governor, and by him officially communicated to the President of
the United States.

In December 1828, the legislature of Georgia, proceeding on
these principles, passed an act dividing that part of the Cherokee
country which lay within the chartered limits of the State into
five portions, and attaching each of these portions to a contignous
gounty of the State, extending the laws of Georgia over the
Whites resident within the limits now mentioned, and declaring,
that after the 1st of June 1830, all Indians “ residing in said
territory, and within any one of the counties aforesaid, shall be
- liable and subject to such laws and regulations as the legislature
may hereafter prescribe,” It further declaved, * that all laws,
usages, and customs, made, established, and in force, in the said

' 1 Tracy's Hist. p. 228.
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© territory by the said Cherokee Indians, be, and the same ave
 hereby, on and after the 1st day of June of 1880, declared null
and voidy? and ¢ that no Indian, or descendant of [ndian, resid-
ing within the Creck or Cherokeo nations of Indians, shall be
deemed a competent witness, or a party to any suit, in any court
ereated by the constitution or laws of the State to which a White
. man may be a party.”

This was injustice and oppression with a witness ;-—to rob the
Indians of their country ; to overturn their government and annul
their laws ; to subject them to laws to be made by their enemies;
and yet to place them, in a great measure, beyond the protection
of all law ! |

Such proceedings were not confined to Georgia.  After she ha.d
passed this iniquitous act, the States of Alabama and Mississippi
adopted the same principles, and with a view to the same ends,
namely, to make the condition of the Indians in their own country
so intolerable, as to compel them to give up their lands, fmd re-
move to the west.

Hitherto the Indians had usually found a protector in the

 General Government, and they had been accustomed to speak of
the president as their Father. But General Jackson, who had
lately entered upon the office of president, early shewed that he
was ready to carry out the views of their enemics. On the pass-
ing of the act of Georgia, a deputation of the Cherokees, then in

- Washington, addressed a remonstrance to him against it; but
they were officially informed in reply that Indian nations residing
within the chartered limits of any State, were subject to the legis-
lation of that State, and that the president had ne power to pro-
tect them from it. This was an e«ntlre]y new doctrine to the
Cherokees, and was utterly at variance with the whole inter-

~ course which they had held with the United States government
during a period of more than half a century.!

The four south-westorn tribes of Indians, the Cherokees,
Creeks, Choctaws, and Chickasaws, now resided upon lands which
came down to them from their forefathers through immemerial
ages. - These lands had never been in the possession of the
Whites, nor had the title of the original possessors ever been

~abandoned by them, or in any way transferred to others. The
1 Evarts's Memoir, pp, 838, 342.—Tracy’s Hist. p. 220,
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simple atatement of these facts is enough to shew tha.t the }aw ot

nations, and the f‘lmdamental principles of momhty, forbid that
 these orxgma.l possessors of the soil b}muld be deprn'ed of the;r_ _

inheritance without their own consent. | i '

‘Besides, numerous treaties were ma.de between the Umted
- States and the Choerokees, by which their national charactor was
acknowledged, and various reciprocal engagements entered into.
The Cherokees placed theruselyes under the protestion of the
United States, implicitly reserving to themselves all their vights
and ‘interests not expressly surrendered. A definite national
boundary was fixed ; they were left under their own government ;
~an express and solemn guarantee was given them of all their
lands not ceded to the United States; and in one treaty this
guarantee was declared to be vor mver. Among other things,
the Cherokees engaged not to form compacts with any foreign
power, with any separate State of the Union, or with individuals,

. They agreed that citizens of the United States should have a right

of way, but only in one direction, through their country ; and
that if an Indian should do injury to a citizen of the United
States, he should be delivered up to be tried and punished. On
the other hand, the United States offered them protection ; en-
gaged to punish citizens of the United States who should do any
injury to them ; abandoned White settlers on Cherokee lands fo
the discretion of the Cherokees ; stipulated that White men should
not hunt on their lands, nor even enter their country without a
passport. These treaties with the Indians were uniformly rati-
fied with the same solemnity as treaties between the United States
and the great powers of Europe; and at tho commencement of
General Washington’s administration, the great principles which
were to be adopted in negotiating with the Indicns received the
deliberate sanction of the senate before they were embodied in
treaties with them. Among these principles were an inviolable
guarantee, and the free consent of the Indians to terms fmrly
proposed and fully understood.

Thus the matter stood on the basis of treaties; and with thess
the laws of the United States were in strict conformity, While
intruders into the Cherokee territory were subjected to heavy
~ penalties ; and this territory was deseribed in the intercourse
laws as not being within the jurisdiction of the United States, or
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States, and of course not within the jurisdiction of any State.

Intruders were ropeatedly expelled from the Cherckee territory,
in pursuance of treaties and the Intercourse law, by the armed
force of the United States, facts which shew undeniably the in-
dependence of the Chorokees as a nation, and that no White man
had any right to setﬂe on, much less to take possession of] their
lands,

In this manner were the United States bound o the Indmns
and by the constitution of the national government, whenever
the United States were bound as a whole, each State belonging
to the Union was bound as a part. It was not denied, even by
those who took part against them, that, according to the plain
meaning of the treaties with the Chero}{ces, and of the intercourge
law, they were to be protected by the whole power of the United
States against the laws of Georgia; and all this was plain, even
if Georgia had never consented to these treaties, but had uni-
formly protested against them. The fact, however, is, that
Georgia had in numerous insfances approved of the whole system
of treating with the Indians, and had bound herself to that system
as strongly as it was possible for a community to bind wself hy
the most solemn acts, _

- Alabama and Mlssmﬂppx were equally under such engage-
ments, It was stipulated, in the Compact of 1802, between the
United States and Georgia, that whenever the territory betwoen
the west line of Georgia and the rivor Mississippi should be formed
into a new State, it should not be adwitted into the Union, unless
it formally agreed to be received upon the basis of the ordinance
of 1787 in all respects, except in regard to the article forbidding
slavery. When Mississippi, so late as 1816, and Alabama, in
1819, applied to be admitted into the Union, congress prescribed,
among other things, that these States should expressly agree to
be received upon that ordinance ; and the acts admitting them
severally declared that they had expr essly agreed to be received
on the hasis of that ordinance. Now, in that ordinance there
15 a provision that the States thus admitted should never encroach
upon or invade the lands, customs, rights, property, or liberty
of the Indians, unless in a just and lawful war, which could of
course be declared only by the United States government.




In niay hera be proper to adﬂ tha,t the rlgh t of / extmgglshmg

the Indign® title fo teprftpry, or what s m,uallj calldk the right . e

of preaemptmn, belonged, by the: const&tutwn of the United Stﬂstes, |

1o the General Government only. The very Compact of 1802, i
which Georgia so much #isixted, and which, by a solemn 1eg1sla.--:, A
" tive act, she declared to be binding on all her eilizens for ever. '
‘debarred her from claiming the extmgulshm{mt of the fitle afithe
 Cherokees to their country in any other way than by means of =
treatics, to be negotiated with them by the United Statos.!
These circumstanecs rendered it necessary, or at Jeast made it be
considered as advisable, in the further prosecution of the object =

in view, to have some regard to constitutional forms.

 In May 1830, an act was passed by the Congress of the United
States, providing for an exchange of lands with the Indians rosid-
ing in any of the States, and for their remoyal west of the Missis-

" gippi.  E placed in the hands of the executive half a million of

dollars, to commence the work of removing them, according to,
a plan very imperfeetly sletched in the act itself, but: nowhere
else deseribed by the laws of the land, and neyer before sanc-
tioned by the legislative and executive branches of the govern-
ynent.  The words of the act. professedly contemplated the volun- |
tary removal of the Indianss but it was perfectly well known that
they were utterly opposed to removing, and it was certain they
would never remove with their free consent.: This was well un-
derstood by their enemies, and they conld have no hope of effect-
ing their purpoge unless by bribery and fraud, by false promises
and unmanly threatenings, by oppressive laars -and cruel deeds,
and similar base and dishonourable means; but they:were pre-
pared to stick at nothing by which they mlght accomplish. their
base and perfidious ends.?

Mr Evarts, the Secretary of the Board watuhcd the proceed-
ings jn roference to the Indians, with the deepest interest, and -
oxerted himself most strenuously in their behalf; he threw: his
whole soul into their cause. By his writings, by his counsels, by

bis corrc'sl)ondenw, by his influence, he excited considerable inte- . *
 rest in their hehalf throughout the country, and among the better-

principled members of congress. - To General Jackson and bis
pariy, and the whole tribe of the supporters of Georgia, his ex-
1 Evarts's Memoir, pp. 883, 860, 434, 445. L 21bid. p. 428,




i "--pobur'es of the m;ustwe, t‘na oppraqsmn, ‘the haseness, the rapaw
7 city, the porfidy, the political depravity of their measures, must
" have been most galling. Seldom havo the oppressed fornd saeh |

a friend: but this able and noble-minded man sunk under his

exortions.  His health had often been feeble, it now broke down,

and after a few months more, he died. !

(eorgia, finding herself supported by both the Eaecuuvo go-

vornment and the Congress of the United States, lost no time in

carrying out her unprineipled plans.  The Cherokee governiment

“was nearly prostrated ; their council was forbidden to assemble;

their laws declared null and void; their magistrates prohibited,

. under govere penalties, from enforcing them; intoxieating drinks
were introduced without restraint; their country was traversed

by armed troops; their property plundered their pérsons’ ar-
restod and irprisoned ; their land claimed by others and surveyed,
and they themselves threatened with immediate ejectment.  The

. Cherokees bore their wrongs with much more patience and reso-

lution than could have been expected, yet great auxmty and

despondency prevailed among them.  All enterprise and improve-

ment were for the present at an end.  They were careless about
eularging and cultivating their fields, or building themselves more
comfortable houses, when they knew not but some of the
Greorgians might reap the fields which they had sown, and cecupy
the houses which they had built. Some abandoned themselves to

 idleness and mtempcmnce. "Their uncertainty and insecurity as

to the future greatly aggravated their present sufferings. If they
could not hold the country which had come down to them from

thoir forefathers, and which had been secured to them by solermn

treaties-and established laws, where could they hope to obtain a
permanent dwelling-place ?  If they could not trusi the pledges

‘already given them, what pledges could they trust? They found

themselves to be under the control of a power which they could
not resist, and in which they could not confide. Yet, amidst all
their distresses they were still firm in their resolution never to
abandon their homes, a striking proof of their attachment to their
country, and of their unwillingness to exchange it for any other.
To meet this state of feeling, Georgia had enacted a law that any
Cherckee who should endeavour to prevent the selling of his
1 Evarts's Memoir, pp. 260, 810, 324, 828, 836, 857, 874, 409, 417,
VOL. 111, H




(o Ma,i-ch 1831 Mr Womest@r, ':msswnamy 'at Hew'Echotm, Mr

Whealer, the printer of the Cherokee Phomie, and My Ga‘ﬁn,

anothar White man resvdmg‘ at that p]a.cu, Mr Thompsun, mlsslon- T

 Yested by a party of the Georgin military guard, and conducted
0 Lauren.wwlle, a place more than a hundred miles distant, where
 the:court for the county of Gwinnet was then sitting. These -
- rests were made without a warrant from any. magm&mte, or any
civil precept whatever : the whole proceedings were entxrely of a
mlhtary character, That part of the Cherokeo comntry in which
~ the missionary stations were ‘situated, had been lately declaved
by the authorities of the Sta.te of Georgia to be within ity linits
and under its jurisdiction, and it was enacted, among other thmgs,
by the legislature, that all White persons residing within the

a,r;y ab nghtower, and My Proctor, teacher at Carmel, were avs

limits of the Cherokee nation without a licence from the governor,

or such Agent as hemight appoint, and who should not have taken

an oath 1o support the constitution-and laws of the State, and to
demean. themselves uprlght.ly as citizens thereof, shonld be

punished by econfinement in the- pemtentm,rw,r, and’ emplr:yed in :

hard labour for.a term of not less than four years,?  'Ihis law, '

which was recently enacted, was made, there was ground to be-

lieve, with the special view of getting rid of the missionaries

keos not to leave the country. The faut is they had ubsmmod from
all political ‘interfefence with the Cherokees in the way of eouns
selling or mﬁuuuemg their proceedings; but yet they had, with
great propr iety, made known to the people of the United States
their views of the itjustice and cruelty of compelling them either
“to’give up their country and remove to the west of the Mmswsrpm,
or to submit to the laws of the State, under which they would in_
no long time inevitably perish; and they also exposed the false’
statements whlch were putb forth by their eucmigs for the purpose .

1 ch Boaxrd For., lﬂms 1§31 P 63 —-—Mw& Het. voI ‘xxvil. p. 247 -—Evsrt.s’s Memnir,
p- 444,

4 Thig oavh way widerstood as nok onl)f analudmy, hut 09 ;owr#mmrly mtmdmg, an
obligation to support the jurisdiction of Georgia over the Cherokees; the ,recogmhzon of

this jurisdittion being t.he'immcdmte demgn at' the requxrement.«w‘szs. Her vaI xxix,, )

‘p. 188,

- ! -y

- under the false idea that they endeavoured to persvade the Chero-
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~ of justifying their own iniquitons measures, But this was riot th
- only ground of quarrel with the missionaries. The authoritios of
~ the State of (;-}éorzgija, had charged it upon the government of the
United States as a violation of the compact with it, that they had
encouraged and aided efforts for the instruction and civilization of
the Cherokeos, inasmuch as the progress of knowledge among
them had the effect of attaching them to their country and rens
~ doving them unwilling to part with their lands, which the govern-
‘ment was conditionally bound to purchase for the benefit of that

_ State! The authorities of Georgia therefore wished to expel tho

. missionaries froni the country, becau

se they were employed in
communicating instruction to the Indians. R
~ On the missionaries and their fellow-prisoners being brought
before the court, which was presided over by Judge Clayton,
their counsol applied for a writ of habeas corpus on the ground
that the new law of Georgia was inconsistont with the constitutioin
of the United States. The judge set aside this defence; but he
declared that as Mr Worcester held the office of a postmaster, and

as all the missionaries had been employed in expending appro~
priations of money by the United States for civilizing the Tndians, =

they were in some sense agents of the general government, and
that consequently they did not come under the new law, the
agents of the United States government being expressl yexempted
from the operation of the act. e denied the right of the Gene-
ral - Government to appoint such agents within the State of
 Georgia; yet the legislature had shewn so much complaisance .
to it as to make an exception in their favour. Messrs Worcester,
Tnompson, and Proctor, were accordingly discharged, while the _
others who were arvested with them were bound over to the
next term of the court. ke b
- With this decision the executive government and the legislature e
of Georgia were dissatisfied. One member of the legislature
stated, that so far from its having been their intention to exem pt
the missionaries from the operation of the law, the very objoct of
it was to compel them to leave the country, It was, therefore,
nat to be expected that the matter would be allowed to remain
where it was. Inquiry was now made at the Secretary of War,
whether that department considered the missionarios as its agents;
and though he evaded giving a direct answer, he stated cireum.

r




atances from whlch he mtnnatecl 2 nega.twe eonclusmn n:ught hef?‘jﬁ o

- drayn. Mr Worr-ester was also removed from the otﬁee of pust-'

i master, sa ag to destroy tho special plea in regard to him. The

h ' difficulties in the way of applymo' to them the laws of Genrgm-.\ i
. being thus removed, the governor of that State addressed letters
o them, intimating, that unless they ]eft the country mthouﬂ

dela.y, they would be again arrested, i .
. The Rev. Mr Worcester and Dr Butlez' ‘were . a.ocorﬂmgly
,a.mestﬁd shortly after, as weve also the Rev, Messrs. Trott and
| MLeod, two Methodist ministers. It might. have been supposed.
that they would be treated with all the civility and humanity
' which were compatible with their situation as pmsoners 3/ bugd
instead of this, the grossest indignities were heaped upon them,
 After travelling three or four days, the last of which was the
Sabbath, they reached Camp Gilmer, the head-quarters of the
Georgia guard ; and though it was the day of holy rest, they were
marched into it with sound of fife and drum, Here they were
thrown into jail ; but Mr M‘Leod, whose arrest had been inciden-
tal, was dismissed two days after, and Messrs Worcester, Butler,
-and Trott, were, after near a for tumht’s imprisonment, liberated,
on giving bail for their appearance at the noxt term of the Supe-
rvior Court. -

Having, according to their anagement appeared in_cotirt ab
Laurenceville, Mr Worcester and Dr Butler were brought to trial,
as were also Mr Trott, the Methodist missionary, and other elghﬁ
persons, on a similar charge. The jurysoon brought in a verdiet
of guilty against them all, and they were sentenced to four years’
imprisonment and hard labour in the penitentiary at Milledge-
ville. - On their arrival at the penitentiary, the governor offered
to par don them all on condition that they would not again violate
the laws of Georgia; that is, that they would either mke the new
oath invelving an obligation to support the jurisdiction of Greorgia

over the Cherokees, or leave the country. Mr Trott and the other
prisoners promised to comply with this condition, and were re-
leased ; but Mr Worcester and Dr Butler nobly refused to give
any such promise, and were shut up in prison to be treated as
felons, associated with felons, and worked as felons for four years,
- their only crime, as stated in the bill of indictment, consisting in
being found where they had been expressly authorized by the



;_government of the Umted States to be, qmeﬂy prosecutfn
. labours for the 1mprovement of the Cherokees which they w
* duthorized by it to pursue, and their progress in which they :'h__d
a.nnuaﬂy reported to it, and reccived from it, from time to time,
expressions of its a.pproba,tmn, and tlll mthm thﬂ last yea 11;& |
pecuniary aid, il
In the penitentiary there were about a hundred other prlsoners. i
Mr Worcestor and Dr Butler were confined at night in sppa.t'ate '

_ rooms, in which there were twenty- -eight or thirty other prisoners;

. they were clad in a shivt and trowsers of coarse cotton, with the

i 1mtm.ls of their names and the term of their imprisonment pa.mtecl

" bnthe breast in la,rge characters ; a blanket was furnished to them
for a bed and covermg at night ; their food was coarse, but whole<"

_some ‘and sufficient in quantity, Mr Worcester was. employed

 chiefly in a shop as a mechanic, and Dr Butler'in turning a lathe

; wheel; but their work was not severe, and it is only due to the

1 keeper of the penitentiary ‘to state that he shewed them, during

_thelr confinement, great and unyvaried Lmdness, and allowed them
every indulgence which (could be expected in their circumstances.
| thmthsta.ndmg their confinement, they were cheorful and ha,ppy,
© supported by the testimony of a good conscience, and by thecon-

solations which the gospel affords to those “who are persecuted

for righteousness” sake.”1

- The Board of Missions now addressed a memorial to Genoral

Jaekson, the President of the United States, shewing that the

_mission among the Cherokees had been originally established mth

~ the sanction of the United States government, and had all along

been carried on with aid received from it ; stating the circumstanges

- of the arrest and imprisonment of the missionaries; and exposing

the fallacy of the grounds alleged in vindication of these acts, by a

véference to the treaties with the Indians, and other official docu-

ments, and even to the late Xadian bill, in which it was provided,
that no part of it should be so construed as to authorize measures

in violation of any of the treaties existing between the United

States and any of the Indian tribes; complaining of the invasion

of their property by soldiers under the a.uthorlty of the State of

Georgia, laying claim to the buildings, improvements, and other

-+

1 Miss. Her. vol. xuvii. pp: 79, 165, 243, 251, 283, 209, 863, 895; vol, xaviii. p. 19
‘vol. xxix. pp. 118, 184,



'. _proporty ot the xms«tmna.ry* atatlons, ahd e;ecﬁmg, or threatemng

o ejett, the mission families ;. and praying that the arm of b

 Execative Ty be interposed for the protection and deliverance .

of the missionavies, and that they may be seenred in the peaceful _
prosecution of their labours among the Cherckees; and further,

. that the Attorney-General may be directed to commence a suit
_ in the courts of the United States against the offending officers
-~ of the State of Georgw., for the false 1mprssonmant and other in-

'}umouq treatment of the missionaries in violation of the treatios
o and }aws of the Umon, a.nd of then' raghta as citizens of the ;

dame, -
To this memorial, the President directed the following | atigwet
to be veturned :——¢ That haying, on mature consideration, satisfied
 himself that the legislatures of the respective States have power'
to extend their laws over all persons living within their bound-
aries, and that, when thus extended, the various Acts of Congress
_provulmg a mode of proceeding in eases of Indian intercourse
inconsistent with these laws, become inoperative, he has no autho-
nty to interfere under the circumstances stated in the memo«_-
viall’ :

There was yet another tribunal in the United States to whu,h
‘an appeal might be made, the Supreme Court of Lay, The caso
of Messrs Worcester and Butler was accordingly brought before
it, by a writ of error, and, upon consideration thereof, the Chief-
Justice Marshal, who presided over this court, issued a mandate
declaring the lately enacted law of the legislature of Georgia,
under which they were imprisoned, to be contrary to the consti-
‘tution, treaties, and laws of the United States, and reversing and
annulling the sentence passed upon them, and requmng that
they should be immediately set at liberty.

This mandate was immediately laid before the court in Georgis
by which they had been tried and condemned, and a motion was
made by the counsel of the missionaries that the court reverse
its former decision. But after the case had been argued at
length, the motion was rejected. The court even refused to per-
it the motion or its own decision regarding it, or anything by
which it might appear that such a motion had ever been made, to
" be entered on its records. : |
1 Rep. Board For, Miss. 1882, pp. 169, 174,



Immedlate]y upon the' mf'usa.l of the cmnt in Georgla to crbey'_.;_
the mandate of the Sam eme Court of the United States, the
“counsel for the missionaries presentod a memorial in their behalf

to his Excellency, W. Lumplkin, the governor of that State, shew-
ing in what manner the mandate of the supreme court had been

rejected by the State court, and praying him to use the executive
power entrusted to him, and discharge the prisoners, To this he il
rofused to give any written reply, but he stated verbally thst the

prayer of the memorialists would not be complied with. !
- Measures were now adopted for bringing before the ‘Supreme

Court of the United States the refusal of the court in Georgia

to obey its mandate. The missionaries had previously been
visited by a number of highly respectable gentlemen (among
others, by the late Attorney-General of the United States); and
pressed not to a.ppeal to the supreme court; and they were now
again urged from various influential qua.rters to withdraw their
suif, and it was intimated to them that in that ease they would
immediately be set at liberty. The governor of Georgia himself

‘appears to have felt much anxiety on the subject, and though he

made 1o direct or official communication to them, they were. often' e

and earnestly solicited by persons in his conﬁdence, a.nd who came
from him, to desist from the prosecution of their suit, and assur ed

that if they did so, they would not long remain in prison,  This

. was a course which they were long vnwilling to take; but 2t
would seem as if serious apprehensions were entertained, that in
the then perplexed state of national affairs, their perseverance m
their suit might be attended with hazard to the public interests aff il

the country, and that, in particular, the authority of the Supreme

Court of law would in all likelihood be prostrated, wherea.s if they
yielded, it would be only not tested, and that if this was to be put

to the test, it ought to be at a more favourable juncture. Consi-
derable good had a.lrba,{ly accrued from the stand which they had

made; little good, pt‘oba,biy much evil, would arise from the fur- S

ther prosecution of their cause. They had gained a decision in

the supreme court which might be of much importance to the
Cherokees; the law under whick they had been imprisoned had
lately been repealed, and if released, they would now be at liberty
to return to their stations and resume their labours, Haying
taken all these circumstances into account, Messrs Worcester and



. Butler a.greed to mthdra,w theu- fauat a.nd ha.vmg made mtamﬁtion v
of this to the goyernor, they were set at liberty after an impri-
sonment of sixteen months, a.nd returned to the scene& of then- .
former labours among the Cherokees, ! - ity o

It is impossible to contemplate those proceedmgs of Georgm'
and of the United States government toward the Tndians and the
missionaries, without mingled feelings of indignation, and grief,
- and shame. 'We blush for the land of the Pllgrnn Fathers,”

for the country of Penn and Washington, with its much-boasted
repubhca,n institutions,—the vannted asylaum of Liberty, whither
she was thought to have fled, when persecuted and proseribed in '
the Old World, but where, when her place was now sought, she

‘was not to be found. We know of nothing equal to: these pro-

ceedings in the United States, except some of the worst doings of
the worst governments in the worst times.  They deeply implieate

the character of the country throughout the civilized world, and
not of the country only, buf of republican institutions, of which
she is the great representative and model in modern times. Ame-
rica should know, that whatever may be the extent of her terri-
tory, whatever the number of her population, whatever the amount
of her power, whatever the magnitude of her trade and commerce,
whatever the amplitude of her wealth, she will never be a great

1 Ihp Board For, Misg. 1882, pp. 93, 176.1Ihid. 1833, pp. 96, 99.—Miss, Her. vol.
xxviid, p. 129 5 vol. xxix. p. 109.~Tracy’s Hist. pp. 250, 280,

Wa cannot hut here notive the humiliating position o whieh the government of t.ha
United States, and also that of Georgia, were brought by their procedure reparding
the Indians and the missionaries. We have already seen their acts pronounced by the
Bupreme Court of law of the United States to be * contrary to the comstitution, laws,
and treaties ” of the republic.  'We now find both of them suppliants to the Prodential
Committee of the Board of Foreign Missions. Shortly before the missionaries had
agroed to withdraw their suit, a lofter was written, offering, on ** informal authority.
in behalf of the government of Georgia,” that if the committee will station the mission-
aries anywhere peyond the limits of Georgia, they shall be immediately discharged,
“in a manner which shall not attach te them the reproach of pardoned erviminals:”
and, “in behalf of the government of the United States, that the relief which the con-
sunt of the Prudential Conumittee to the foregoing proposition will give to the constituted
futhorities of Georgia, by enabling her, in the most efficient manuer, to come to the
support of the government and laws of the United States, will be gratefully acknow-
. ledged, and that the Bonrd of Commissioners for Foreign Missions 1will poseess the con-

Jidence, and will largely partake of the appropriations of the ge?m'al governiment for
the amelioration of the condition of the Indians.”

To explain the above reference to (eorgia being enabled “ to come to the support of
the government and laws of the United States,” it may be necessary to state, that the
doctrine of pullification, that is, of the right of a State to declare a law of the United



. cauntry Valleis her grea.iness is founded on trtxth and mghteouanesse,‘-_"'.;':: U
_ on integrity, justice, and benevolence.  She has already done

- mueh to stain her honour by her treatment of the Indian and the

Negro races. That stain can never be wiped away ; but she may.
yet redeem her character by.a future course of just and honour'-
~able conduct toward her hitherto oppressed and miserable vie-
tims.  If this, however, is ever to be effected, it must be chiefly
~ through the instrumentality of the people themselves, individually
and colleetively. ' In no country, perhaps, is the government so
much a reflection of the character of the population ag in the
United States, 1t i3 a concentration of their features—their pic-
ture in miniature. Every man has thus something to do with
the chavacter of the government; every man, therefore, should
do his duty and exert himself to the utmost not to support party
or party interests, but to choose wise, intelligent, just, benevolent,
honourable men to make their laws and rule over them.
Meanwhile, the work of taking possession of the Cherokee
country went on.  The whole of the Cherokee territory lying
within the chartered limits of Georgia was surveyed and divided
into lots of 140 acres each, and distributed by lottery among
certain oitizens of that State; the law, however, forbidding the
person drawing any lot on which there was the house or field of

Stabes unconstitutional, and to prevent its execution within her limits, had become pre-
dominant in South Carolina. A convention, called by the logislature of that State, had
published un ordinance nullifying theé existing revenus law of the United States, forbid-
ding the courts of the United States, their officers, and all other persons, to attempt to
enforos that law in South Carolina ; and declaring, that if the general government should
attempt to enforce it, that State would withdraw from the Union ; and it had drafted
wen, and provided military stores, fo sustain its ordinance by force. If the mission-
aries should persevere in their suit, and the Supreme Court of the United States should
attempt to enforce its decision in their favour, it was feared that Georgia, and also
Alabama and Mississippi, woold join the nullifiers ; and then there would be four con-
tignous States leagued together to resist the general government by force.  If the pre-
sident should sustain the supreme court, all these States would turn against him; if
ke should permit Georgia to triumph over the court, this would strengthen the canse
of Bouth Carolina. Georgis wished to sapport him against the nullifiers, but she did
not dare to do so while it was so liikely that she hergelf would goon ﬁnd it expedient to
Join them.—Tracy’s Hist, pp. 230, 282,

Such wers the difficult and perplexing circumstances—such the dilemma—in which
the government of the United States now found itself. General Jackson, his cabinet,
and Congresa, had pursued a course “ eontrary to the constitution, treéaties, and laws
of the United States ;" and it was not long before they found others following the
example which they had themselves set.  Such is the consequence of political
depravity !




a Lherokee, o take poss-asamn of 11;, untx’l his cl.mn should be ex-—_
tinguished. This prohibition,. however, i, was said, was in many
instances disregarded. The laws of Georgia were also to some
oxtent established.  Counnties were organized, courts held ‘and
magistrates and other civil officers appomted _

Hitherto the Cherokees, though they had been s0 much hm'
assed and distressed, were almost unanimous in their resolution
nof, to remove from their country, unless they were driven away
by forece. When an agent of the government recently appeared
in their council, and proposed to- them to meet commissioners
from the United States government, for the purpose of making a

~ treaty for ceding their country, they wianimously rejected the

- proposal without even a debate. But, after a time, much divi-
gion of opinion arose among them on the question, whether i
was expedient for them to make a treaty with the United States,
and remove from their country. 'The parties who advocated and
who opposed a treaty were both numerous, and manifested much
warmth of feeling on the subject.  Tempting offers had been
made to induce the nation to ecede their country, but without
effect. Enrolling agents had been sent among them to induce as
many as possible to envol as emigrants; and through their efforts
considerable numbers were led to remove to the west of the
Mississippi. ~ Others, after having their wrongs and sufferings
laid before the tribunals of the United States, without obtaining
redress, and despairing of being reinstated in their rights, came
to the conclusion, that ultimate removal would be unavoidable,
and that it was expedient for them to make the best terms they
could, without protracting a wasting and unsuccessful opposition.
The White settlers on the Cherokee lands were gaid alyeady to
outnumber the Cherokees themselves.  The most corrupting ex-
amples were continually set before them, and no art was left un-
tried to draw them into intemperance, and every kind of de-
bauchery. The continuance of this unsettled and distracting
state of things for several successive years, and the great and
increasing temptations to which they were constantly exposed, were
destroying more and more all motives to industry, undermining
their morals, rendering them familiar with scenes of iniquity,
and augmenting a.mung them the amount of poverty, vice, and
wretchedness, :



In tha winter of 1834 two delegat.xons wera asnt by* *t.he Ghvamh

/ _.kees to Washington, with a view to malke some ‘arrangements
with the government of the United States for the protection and /

preservation of their rights as a people.  The one was appointed
by the council of the nation, and represented that portion of it

which was oppesed to removing from their present country, and
which was understood to embrace a large majority of the whole.

Their object was to obtain some stipulation from the United
States, by which, if they could not be reinstated in all their for-
mer rights and privileges ay an independent people, they might
secure a guarantee of the lands which they still had in their
possession, and relief from varions evils under which they suffered,
The other delegation was appointed by that portion of the tribe
which, though opposed to removal, if they could be restored to
their former state, thought that, undoer existing cireumstances,
this was not to be expected, and that it was therefore expedient
for them to remove to the west of the Mississippi rather than re-
main in their present country, under the laws of GGeorgia. The
object of this delegation was therefore to secure for themselves,
and those in whose behalf they acted, suitable remuneration for
the property which they must leave behind them, adequate pro-.
vision for their comfortable removal, a good title to a sufficient
quantity of land in their new country, &e. Nothing was accom-
plished by the former delegation; but with the latter, outlines of
a treaty were agreed upon, the Rev, J. K. 8chermerhorn acting
as commissioner on the part of the United States government.

When, howaver, it was laid before the Cherokee nation, they P )

fused to accede to it, and o it was broken off,

There appears now to have been some kind of reconciliation

between the two parties, and delegates belonging to hoth, includ-
ing Mr Ross, the principal man in the party oppesed to removal,
proceeded to Washington, fo carry on negotiations dlrectly with
the Secretary of War.

In December 1835, after the departare of this deputation,
another council was called by the Rev. J. F. Schermerhorn, the
commissioner of the United States, which was attended by a por- '
tion of the Cherokees who were in fayour of vemoval.. With
these the outlines of a freaty were agreed upon, and another
delegation was appointed to proceed to Washington, where, after




rrwme-moﬂ or mm{rmﬂm L

s0me modxﬁcataons, 11'. was approve,d by the premdent a.nd rati-
fied by the senate, though Mr-Ross, and the delegates associated
with him, protested. agamst it at every stage of its progross, as
being unsatisfactory in its provisions, made contrary to the will
of the nation, and with persons wholly unauthorized to tmnsactj
- such a business, c1rcumstmces which ought suraly to have in~

vahda ted it with just and honourable men. s

By this treaty the Cherokees ceded the whole of their country
to the United States, and they were to be removed within two
years to a territory west of the Mississippi. For their londs,
improvenients, buildings, &e. they were to receive 5,000,000 dol-
lars, and 650,000 dollars to defray the expenses of their removal,
and of sustaining them one year after arriving at their new
homes. The buildings and improvements at the missionary sta-
tions were to be valued, and paid for in the same manner as the
property of the Cherokees ; and such missionaries and assistants
a8 o committee of the Cherokees should designate, were to be
allowed the same sum each from the public funds, as was allowed
to the Cherokees. -

The great majority of the Cherokees were still decidedly op-
posed to the treaty, and expressed their determination never to
submit to it. Efforts were repeatedly made by them to negotiate
a new treaty, or to have some modifications of those features of the
one already made which were most obnoxious to the great body
of the people. A mew delegation repaired for this purpose to
Washington at the opening of congress; but though their
cause was represented by them in a most able and lucid manner,
and though their endeavours were seconded by a remonstrance
sigried by almost the entire population of the tribe, and by nu-
merous remonstrances from various portions of the citizens of the
United States, no important alteration in the treaty complained
of was obtained.!

It will be recollected that the act of congress on which the

! Rep. Board For. Miss. 1882, p. 96.+-Ibid. 1888, p. 95. ~Ibid. 1884, p. 106.—1Ibid.
1835, p. 00.--Ibid. 1836, p. 88. -—Ib.\d 1837, 104, -—-Ibad’ 1838, p. 120 -——Ml&a Her, vol.
xxxio p. 201 ; vol. xxxiv. p: 180,

In the memurml which the delegation presented to both houses of congress, praying
for an investigation of the facts relative to the treaty which they alleged was negotinted
with persons wholly unaunthorized by the Chorokees to act in their behalf, and which,
they asserted, had ever been, and still wag, disapproved by nine-tenths of their people,
they say, “ Under our present impression, we fecl it due to ourselves frankly to state

b
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 whole of these praceedings wers founded, professod to contomplate
the woluntary removal of the Indians.!  What a commentary is

the whole of this history on tho words of the actl =\ s A
Farly in the winter of 1837 preparations began to be made for

the removal of the whole of the Cherokees from their father-land ;.

and as apprehensions were entertained that they would not sub-
mit without resistance, numerous fortifications were erected in
different parts of their country, and large bodies of troops were
collected and stationed in them. Still the Cherokees could not
be persuaded but that some event would oceur which would pre-
_vent the execution of a treaty which in their eyos appeared so
iniquitous and oppressive. They therefore remained quietly at
their homes, making no preparations for their removal. They
were, it was said, even more prompt and industrious than usual
in planting their grounds and preparing for a crop the ensuing
harvest.  General Scott was sent to command the troops and re~
move the Cherokees, and on arriving in the country he issued a
praclamation entreating them to yield without resistance, and
spare him the painful necessity of shedding blood. The day fixed
by the treaty for their removal (May 23, 1838) arrived, and the
troops immediately commenced their operations, Families were
taken from their houses and farms, leaving their furniture, fields,
and stock as they were, unprotected, to be possessed by they:
knew not whom, and were marched under strong guards to camps,
which were to be their starting-places for a distant and a strange
land. In the course of the following month nearly the whole of
the tribe were gathered into camps, and some thousands set out,
by land or water on their way to the Arkansas country. i
Owing to the severe heat of the season, the emigration of the
others was then suspended till the autumn. Meanwhile Mr Ross
and other principal men returned from Washington, and arrange-
ments were understood to be made between them and the agents
commigsioned by the government of the United States to carry

that the Cherokee pecple do not and will not recogmize the obligation of the instrument
of Decemiber 1835,  We reject all its terms; we will receive none of its benefits, If it
is to be enforced upon us, it will be by your superior strength,, 'We sghall offer no
resistance ; bub our voluntary assent never will be yiclded. We are aware of the con-
sequences ; but while suflering them in all their bitterness, we shall submit our cause
to an all-wise and just God, in whose providence it is to maintain the eause of snfferin
innocence and unprotected feebleness,”—Miss. Her. vol, xxxiv. p. 187, '
1 Evarts’s Mem, p. 433,
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the treaty mﬁo eﬁ‘ect, by whmh the t'emoml of bhs remamdar -
~would be accomplished in a manner more satisfactory to the Che-
‘rokees.  Companies consisting of about a thousand each, were to

follow one another, after intervals of a few days, till all were on

 their way. Hach company was to be attended by a physician, with

waggons or boats for carrying supplies, and also the young, the aged,
and the sick. Individuals selected by themselyves were to provide

supplies for them, and to have the c¢hief direction of their move-

ments.  They were about 16,000 in number, and weve divided
into fourteen companies. The distance they had to travel was six or

seven hundred miles ; and the several companies were from three

months and « half to five and a half on the way. When it is con-

sidered that they embraced all classes of the people, male and

fomale, old and young, the sick and the healthy ; that they had
been detained within the narrow limits of their encampment four
months before starting, meanwhile living on a diet to which they

 were unaccustomed, inactive, and exposed in vavious ways; that

their journey was performed during the severest part of winter ;
that in the course of it they were sheltered only by tents; that
many of them were without adequate clothing, and sometimes
in want of suitable and sufficient food, it will not appear wonder-
ful that great distress and mortality were the vesult. In the ten
months which elapsed, from the day when they began to be
gathered into camps to the time when the last company arrived

‘in the Arkansas country, it is stated that there died no fewer

than 4000 or 4500, being, on an average, from thirteen to fifteen
deaths a day, out of a population of 16,000, or more than one-
fourth of the whole. Nor does it appear that this dreadful sick-
ness and mortality were owing to any negligence or bad treatment,
or unnecessary exposure on the part of those who were engaged
in carrying their removal into effect. All the arrangements wero
perhaps made and executed in as humane, caveful, and efficient
a manner as the patare of the measure admitted ; and the Tndians
received not a few acts of Christian kindness and hospitality from
portions of the people in the States through which they passed on
their way to then' new quarters. The sickness and mortality
which prevailed among them were probably the natural conse-
quence of the measure itself, and could not have been ayoided by
any precautions that might have been taken. Their sufferings,




'_.'Immrer, were gramt.ly aggravated by lnwless -wagmnsa \“hﬂ:l
* rushed ravenously into the country, seized their proporty as soon
~ ag they were arrested, appropriated it to their own use, or wl&i_
it for a trifle to each other, before the eyes of its owner thua\;_. :
- reducing even the rich to absolute indigence, and depriving
~ families of comforts which they were about to need in their long-
and melancholy march,1
During the long perlod of agitation and anxiefy whlch pre-
ceded the removal of the Cherokees to the Arkansas, it could not
be expected that the mission should make progress. All its ope-
~ rations were greatly deranged and embarrassed by the state of
the political affairs of the Indians, and by the arrest and ith-
‘prisonment of the missionaries, Several of the stations it even
became necessary to relinquish. The mission premises at Haweis,
whither Dr Butler had returned after his release from prison,
were taken possession of, partly by force, partly by fraud, by
the person claiming, under the lottery system, the land on which
they stood. Mr Worcester was compelled, in like manner, to
give up those at New Echota. The Cherokees, considering them-
selves to be oppressed and spoiled of their most valned rights by
a Christian. nation, extensively imbibed a deep prejudice against
Americans and their religion, and against the missionaries as
citizens of the United States, and as, therefore, in some degroey
accessory, to the injuries done to themselves. Instead of advane-
ing a$ a nation in civilization, as they had been doing in former
years, they appeared to go backward. Idleness, gambling, in-
- tomperance, and lewdness prevailed among them to an alavming
| degree, The members of the churches, as yet but partially
instructed, and many of them living remote from their teachers,
were daily exposed to numerous and powerful temptations; and
a number of them fell before them, particularly through partaking
of intoxicating drinks, to which they were artfully allared, In-
deed, almost the whole nation were so much engrossed with their
political troubles and prospects, that they were unable to give a
profitable attention to any other subject. Most of the church
members, however, held fast their integrity, and not a few
“ adorned the doctrine of God our Baviour by a life and con-

1 Rep. Board, 1837, p. 104,—1bid. 1838, p. 120.—1Ibid. 1839, p. 185.—Tracy’s Hist.
P87l



pnemamfmm' oF cnmsrmfrw i

'_vemutmn becommg the gdspel. Thé sehools also were mme&_
on, and the desire of the people to have their children educated
was obviously increasing. Besides the schools prevmnsly in
existence, circulating schools were now established, under native -
teachers, in different parts of the country. Each teacher had |
under his care a number of schools, which he taught on suc- |
cessive days of tho week. In this way, many, both old and |
‘young, learned to read their own language. | The plan was peeu-
liarly applicable to the teaching of the Cherokee language, which
was of so easy acquisition by means of its Syllabic Alphabet.®

' 'Some of the missionaries and teachers followed the Cherokees
i0 their new country, 2 and of the mission in that quarter we shall

it proceed shortly to give an account ; but before closing the history

of that in the east of the Mississippi, we must relate a very tragi-
cal event, though it took place in the country to the west.

In June 1839, shortly after the close of a council, in which
much party heat had been manifested, Major Ridge, his son
John Ridge. and Mr Elias Boudinot, the editor of the Cherolkee
Phenie, were assassinated. The first was waylaid on the road,
forty or fifty miles from home, and shot. 'His son was taken
from his bed early in the morning, and nearly cut in pieces with
knives. Mr Boudinot was decoyed away from a house which he
wwas erecting a short distance from his residence, and then set
upon with knives and batchets ; he survived his wounds just
long enough for his wife and frlends to reach him, but he was
then specehless and insensible to surrounding objects. All these
murders were committed on the same day, so that they were pro-
bably the result of combination, and were the deeds of different
actors. The treaty of December 1835 had been made in viola-
tion of a law of the Cherokees, forbidding any chief, on penalty
of death, to treat for the cession of their lands. The three indi-
viduals now mentioned took an active part in negotiating the
treaty with the United States government, and in carrying it
into effect, in opposition to the views of the Cherokee govern-
ment, and a large majority of the people, Threats against their
lives had often been uttered, dnd now they were treacherously

' Rop. Board For. Miss. 1832, pp. §0-02.~Ibid. 1893, p. 96.—Thid. 1834, pp. 102,
106.—Ihid. 1835, n. 88.~Ibid. 1886, p. 87.--Miss. Her. vol, xxx. p. 193,
2 Rep, Board For, Miss, 1880, p. 137,

|




:paamuﬁad* ’I‘he bruops ef.the Umted Swtes pamlled ﬂhe, |
| kee country for many months, for the purpose of apprehendmg -'
- the. mtu-derers, but mbhout success,1

'.i‘-

T — West ofﬁhe Mississippi.

In July 1820, the Rev, A. Finney and C, Washburn, and Messrs
J. Hitcheock and J. Orr, after a long and toilsome journey, ar-
rived in the Arkansas territory, among a portion of the Cherokos
nation, about 6000 in number, who, within the last four years, in | |
consequence of an exchange of lands with the government of the
United States, had emigrated to the west of the Mississippt.
Here they commenced a station, which they called Dwight; but
the circumstances attending a settlement it a new country, pre-
sented for some years serious obstacles to the successful establish-
ment of schools, and to the progress of Clu-istxamty among the
people.?

In May 1828 a new treaty was enterod into on behalf of the
Cherokees of the Arkansas with the United States government,
for an exchange of the country then occupied by them for other
lands lying to the west. During the preceding winter nine of
their principal men had proceeded to Washington as a delegation

from the nation, chiefly for the purpose of obtaining a aurvey_of i
their territory, and a definite settlement of its limits; but the

United States government had alveady formed the scheme of re-

moving the various tribes of Indians, whose country lay enst of '5
the Mississippi, to a territory west of that river; and though the

delegates Liad no authority to make any new treaty of this kind,
they were induced at Washington to agree to it. The news of it,

when first received by the people, created great dissabisfaction

among them, as the delegates were not authorized to sell or ex-
change their land, but, on the contrary, were prohibited from
doing so.by a standing law of the nation. Afterwards, however,
when matters were more fully considered by them, the exchange

-

1 Miss. Her. vol. xxxv. p. 861.—Rep. Board For, Miss. 1839, p. 139,~1kid, 1840,
1. 171 —Tracy's Hist, p. 400,

3 Rep, Board For. Miss, 1820, p. 57.—1Ibid, 1821, p. 71-*"&1;3. Her vol, x%xifi,
P 352, e
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| PROPAGATION UF CHRISTIANITY

was genexally t.héhgh.t' to be advantageous, and. they haoamere—

conciled to it.  Besides various grants of money to the Cherokees, '

to the amount of nearly 70,000 dollars, the United States govern-

ment agreed to pay 2000 dollars anmually for ten years, tobe

expended, under the direction of the president, in the education
of their childven in letters and the mechanic arts, and 1000 dol-
lars towards the purchase of a printing press and types, and also
500 dollars to George Guess, for the benefit he had conferred on
 the nation by the invention of an alphabet for their language;
and it promised to remove from the new territory all Whites,
and every other description of persons who might be unacceptable

| o the Cherokees, and to prevent them intruding upon them ever

aftor, 1 e
Though the Cherokees had to remove to no great distance,
and the difficulties of the journey were inconsiderable, yet the
consequences of their removal were most disastrous. Many of
them died in consequence of exposure and fatigue, want of suit-
able food and clothing, and comfortable dwellings. =Nor did the
evils end with their journey. No sooner had the poor Indians
taken possession of their new territory, where they were to enjoy
protection from White men, than a host of traders, understanding
that they were shortly to receive a considerable sum of money
from the United States government for the lands they had lately
given up, come into the neighbourhood with large quantities of
whisky, in the hope of robbing them of it in exchange for their
¢ five water.”  In this tkey were but too successful, The en-
gaugement of the government not being fulfilled at the time ex-
pected, and no provision being made by law for fulfilling it here-
after, the Indians sold their claims for what they could get, and
expended most of the avails in the purchase of whisky. There
was more drunkenness in six months than in the whole six
years before. Men, women, and children, were daily to be seen
in o state of brutal intoxication. Gambling, fighting, debauchery,
wmurder, and every evil work, were among the sad results. Hap-
pily, however, the agent of the United States interposed, and
enforced the laws against the introduction of spirituous liquors,
and succeeded, to a great extent, in checking their sale.?

1 Miss, Hor. vol, xxiv. p. 201.—Rep. Board For. Miss. 1823, p. 88.
3 Miss. Her. vol. xxvi. pp. 254, 209.—Rep. Board For. Miss, 1830, p. 86.—Ibid,

1831, pp. 84, 86.
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Seveml stations were eatabhshed in the now! terntary, and'
meetings for religious worship were held regularly at each of
them on the Sabbath, and occasionally at other times. The eon-
gregations were respectable as to numbers, and the attention was
very encouraging. Great seriousness prevailed among the people,
and a number, it was hoped, became partakers of divine grace.
Home of these were men of much intelligence and firmness of char-
acter ; they possessed the respect and confidence of their nation,
and promised to exert a salutary influence upon the intellectual
and religious condition of their countrymen, Improvement in the
social and ‘moral habits of the people was everywhere visible.
Théy were enlarging their farms, building more comfortable
dwellings, and beginning to enJoy most of the conveniences of
life. Of the pupils educated in the school at Dwight, & number
‘were employed by merchants as clerks; one was a physician ; one
the national secretary; one a district judge; and two clerks of
the two houses of the national legislature.! These names may
convey to our minds higher ideas than the reality ; yet still they
do indicate a very considerable improvement in the character and
- condition of a tribe of Indians. ; i

In 1838 and the year following, a great accession was made to
the Cherokee tribe west of the Mississippi by the immigration of
 the great body of the nation from their country east of that river,
The jealousies and*animosities which had of late years prevailed
so much in the old country were brought to the new territory,
and other causes of disagreement now arose between the old and
the new settlers as to how they should be governed; but after
some time their political divisions appeared to be healed. A ge-
neral governmaent was organized, the constitution and laws in
foree in the old country having been revised and adopted by all
pavties.  Still, however, the Indians were in a very distracted
state. A propensity to outrage and regardlessness of law exten-
sively prevailed ; neither life nor property was safe; assaults and
murder were acts of frequent occurrence. Fresh animosities
broke out among them, particularly on the part of the old settlers
against the new; they alleged they had been wrongfully dealt
with by the introduction of the whole body of the nation into the

< 1 Hep. Board For. Miss. 1831, p. 84.—Ibid. 1832, pp. 105, 108, ——Ibld 1833, p. 102
—Tbid, 1834, 109,




torritory  which. mghtfully belonged to i:hmn but though these
dissensions threatened at times the dismemberment of the trlbe, :
and the division of the country, matters were at length settled
on principles which appeared to be satisfactory to the several
parties.  Such dissensions, however, added to all the hindrances
growing out of a new settlement in an uncultivated country, could
ot fail to exercise a very unfayourable influence on the mission,
and check its progress. The number of missionaries and other
~ Jabourers in the mission was also greatly reduced from what it
- was in former years, and though two or three other stations were

‘oceupied, it was never afterwards placed on the same eﬁioiaut

i footing it was before.

Though the mission among the Cherokees has not fulﬁlled the
‘hopes inspirved by its early promise, yet the disappointment which
has been experienced in regard to it, is to be attributed much
more to the White people, and their iniquitous acts, than to the
Indians themselves. Had they been allowed to remain undis-
turbed in their own country, or had they even removed, cordially
‘and harmoniously, to the territory which they now oceupy, we
might not improbably have witnessed one of the most interesting
examples of the progress of the gospel and of civilization which
the world has ever seen. But when we turn to the scenes through
which they passed ; when we call to mind the wrongs which they
suffered ; when we think of the dissensions, and animosities, and
deadly strifes which were sown among them ; when we take all
these circumstances into account, the wonder is, not that so little
has been accomplished, but that all has not been lost. '

We are not even yet without the hope that, provided they are
not disturbed by the United States government, or by the intru-
gion of unprincipled White people, a foundation has already been
laid for their future and permanent improvement. The Cherckees
are still a numerous tribe, being estimated at about 18,000 souls,
and they are in advance of all other Indians in intelligence and
civilization. Their government is before that of any other tribe,
and it is said to be in the main well administered. Justice is
'meted out to criminals with a good deal of promptness and

energy. The progress made by the ‘nation in temperance was

1 Rep, Board For. Miss. 1889, p. 130.—Ibid. 1840, p. 171.—1bid. 1841, pp. 175, 177,
~Ibid. 1846, p. 200.—Ibid. 1847, p. 100,—Tracy's Hist. p. 400.




'-*very eneaumgmg Theré trere abont 300(1 membera 0f the
- Cherokee Temperance Society, who had pledged themselves to
‘entire abstinence from all intoxicating drinks; and the genera.l
‘sentiment of the people was against the sale of intoxicating
Liguors within their territory. - Indeed, the introduction of such '
liquors was rigorously prohibited by Jaw ; and though legal enact-
ments were, as in other countries, sometimes evaded, the chief

blame of this lay at the door of their White neighbours,  Schools
were established and maintained among them at the expense of i
the nation. In ability to read and write, there were not many . -‘-‘-h--.

- portions of the civilized world which will bear comparison with
them, The structure of their alphabet furnished groat facilities
for taking the first steps in acquiring knowledge. By means of |
it, reading and writing were learned at the same time. Some of
the more wealthy Indians sent their children to schools of a
higher order in the United States. | A number of works had been,
printed in the Cherokee language, among which were various
hooks of the New Testament, and a small portion of the Old.
Many of the peopls were fond of reading, and some were able to
read English as well as their own language.? j Al

In 1852 the members of the churches in the Cherokee nat.xcm

five in number, amounted to 231. The progress of rehgum i

among them was less satisfactory than the state of education and
civilization.? -

Arr, IL—CroctAWw Comnr. Ak
In May 1818, the Rev. Mr Kingsbury and My L. 8. Wilhams left

the settlement of Brainerd, in the Cherokee territory, east of the
Mississippi, and proceeded to the Choctaw country, about 400

miles to the south-west, with the view of foriming a similar estah-

lishment among the Indians in that quarter, a measure to which
the United States government had promised its aid and encour-
agement. To this station they gave the name of Eliot, in memory
of ‘the venerable “ Apostlo of the Indians” Here, after much
anxiety and toil in clearing the land, and in erecting houses, they

! Rep. Board For. Mies, 1844, p. 210.—Ibid, 1845, p. 58.—Ibid. 1848, pp. 255, 287,
~Ibid. 1850, p. 189.—1bid. 1852, p. 149.—Miss. Haz “vol. xlvii; p. 887,
* Rep. Board For. Miss. 1850, p. 189.—Ibid. 1952, p. 148.



il opeued a sclioal for the chxlrlren of tha Choctnw Indmr[s Inr ﬁns A
department of the mission, the Indians themsalves manifested the
' '_:doopest interest, and of this they gave such unequwocﬁl proofs i

. as ave perhaps without a parallel among nnerlightened and vn- -~

givilized tribes.  Three or four years before, the Choctaws had

sold a tract of country to the United States, for which they were =

| to receive 6000 doliars annually for seventeen years. The nation
| was divided into three districts, called the Upper, the Lower, and |
- the Six towns; and each of these districts voted the gum of 2000
dollavs, the proportion due to it, for the establishment of a sehool |
similar to that at Brainerd, only it was provided by the Six towns!
 district, that the half of its annuity should be a,pproprmted to the
. 'e;rectlon and support of a blacksmith’s shop, with iron, and the
 necessary utensils, for the accommodation of the Indians. Besides
. these sums, the Choctaws appropriated other considerable contri-
~ butions to the schools. According to these resolutions, they were
. to contribute about 100,000 dollars to the education of their chil-
dren. Tt was the endeavour of the missionaries to impress on
© their minds the advantages of struction, and the propriety of
their contr ibuting towards the education of their own children, as
. they considered it as in every point of view of great importance
- that they should learn to help themselves,. By commencing ona
 liberal and extensive scale for their improvement, thoy drew forth
o %pwlt of liberality on their part, as 1111expected as it was encour-
aging.t i
In conformity with the grant of the (‘hocta.ws, a new set.tle--
~ ment was begun in the district of the Lower towns, at a place
about 100 miles south-east from Eliot. « To this station was
. assiened the appropriate name of Mayhew s and another was
" afterwards formed in the district of the Six towns. The Choo-
 taws, of the Upper and Lower towns, or as they are otherwise
called, the western and north-eastern districts, made great advans
ces, in the course of a few years, in civilization and good morals,

- It may fairly be questioned whether there has ever been witnessed,
inany part of the uncivilized world, a greater impro yoment than was i

W effected in the civil and moral condition of the Choctaws in these
_two districts.  Their fields were never before cultivated with so

/|1 Rep, Board For. Miss. 1818, p. 23, _THid, 1819, PP 41, 45~Ib1t1 1890, p. 52,
"_'Panoplmt vol. xiv. p. 889--«}11& Hur voli xvi, p. 188 mEmtss Memoir, p, 128,
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_ rmmh mdustry, or kept in 80 good v 'I‘hey noyw possemed
N great numbers: of oattle, horses, hogs, and other ammmls. They
. had also among them blacksmiths, carpenters, and coopers’
' shaps; ploughs, spioning-wheels, and looms. At councils and
other large meetings, they appeared comfortably, and. sOme of

them richly, dressed. A great desire was manifested by them fo.
obtain farniture for their houses, and some were a.lrmdy supphed
in a manner not inferior to new settlers in other . parts of the
country, They had organized a regular civil government, and

‘enacted a code of laws, embracing, among other peints, murder,
infanticide, theft, marriage, polygamy, trespass, false testimony,

enclosures of ficlds, making of wells, and settling of estates, They
also abolished some old and injurious customs, though interwoven,

with their strongest prejudices and superstitions. Formerly in-

temperance was general among them. Not only money, but
when that was wanting, clothes, blankets, guns, in short, every
kind of proporty, would be freely given in exchange for whisky:
Now intoxication was searcely fo be seen among them, except on
the borders of the White Settlements ; not that they had all lost

their appetite for whisky, or that a majority of them were re- !
' strained from intemperance by the foree of moral principle 5 bub

50 sensible were the General Couneils of the nation of the evils of
the “ fire waters,” as they were not inappropriately called, that they
passed laws strictly prohibiting the introduction of them into the
country as an article of traffic. It must not indeed be suppc:aed

that all these improvements were the direct results of misgionary '_

labours. = Enlightened chiefs took the lead in the work of refor-

‘mation, and it was through their influence and exertions that some i

of the most important of these changes were effected. ¥Yet it
must also be admitted, that whatever of good these chiefs did for
their people was owing, in a considerable degree, to the enlight-
ening and sanctifying influences of the gospel.t :

. But though the Choctaws, in the western and north—eastern
districts of The nation, made great advances in ecivilization, they
for many years manifested in general much indifference to reli-
glous instruction, After ten years, however, of comparatively

 feuitless labour, there was the appearance of a richer harvest.

In August 1828 there commeneced a remarkable awakening on
1 Miss, Her. vol, xxv. p 121,—Rep. Board For, Miss. 1828, p. 160,




_:_ lthe subJeet 0i' . rehgwn a.mong the Choctaws' m dlff’ar 6 parts of
 the country ;. itextendod even to the south-eastern. (lwtmcﬁ, where.
 the gospel had hitherto excited lnttle attention. « They now mani-

 fasted groat dosive for instruction ; no listlessness nor indifference .' A it
©wag'to be seen among them. Some who before were vmlenbf,-’ i
" opposers of the gospel, now became its zealous driends: /Old

- men, whom once it was thought nothing could move, were among
. the first who were affected. Warriors, who had uever ‘before

béen known to weep, were now dissolved in tears. Many anxwusly e

inquired what they should do to be saved. They laid aside, not
. only their vices, but their amusements. Instead of asqemblmg ol
~ ball-plays and dances as formerly, they now met for, prayer and |
. praise, and to converse on subJects connected with their moral and
. veligious improvement. It was delightful to hear the fervent |

prayers which were poured out from hearts so lately the seat |

of foily and every vice. In their meetings there was a solemn
 stillngss, brolen only by a deep sob or sigh. = Pavental influence
was now exorted, to a considerable degree, to encourage and sus-
tain thosé principles and habits which were mculca.ted on the
' children at school, one of the last things which ordinarily takes
place in the process of improvement among a savage or halfs
 civilized tribe, In the course of about two years from the cont-
mencement of this awakening, there were 832 of the Indlans re-
ceived into the church,!
- In September 1829, a pmposal Wwas ma.de by the United States
~ government to the Choctaw nation, that they should remove fram
- their present country to the west of the Mmslsmppl, in accordance
with the policy which it had of late adopted of removing the Indians
generally from the Eastern States to the western parts of the
American continent. Though the government of the United States
had equally, as in the case of the Cherokees, acknowledged by the
most solemn treaties with the Choctaws, and also by its own laws,
that the property and the sovereignty of their country belonged
to them, and that they should not be brought under the laws of

. the United States unless with their own consent, yet with the

 view of compelling them to remove to the weost of the Mississippi,
~ they were now officially. informed that General Jackson, the
. president, did not consider himself as having power to protect
1 Miss. Her. vol. xxv. pp: 121,187 5 vol. xxn_,.pp_. 21, 49,113, 156, 252, 350.




them, or o prefvent the Stame of Mwsxssxpp extenﬂmg its laws over
_ them; though there ean bo no question that tho general go?erﬁ»
' ‘mont did possess such a power, and that it was bound to exorcise
. it in behalf of the Tndians,  To the prerposal of removing, ﬁhe
Choetaws .manifested the utmost aversion: the chiefs and the
‘people were equally opposed to if.  But opposed as they were fo
 removal, they early yielded in the struggle. A council was |

- called to consider tho proposal : the o-eneml feeling scemed fo be

_ that resistance was vain.© A proposa,l for a treaty was then pro-
duced with all the articles swritten out. It was in the handwmtlng
of Dr Ta.lly, the most prominent of the Methodist missionarios,
who with one exception were all present. This document; which
contained the basis of a treaty, having been read to the people,.

- was afterwards copied, and then approved ‘and signed by a laroe

nuwber of individuals. The terms of the proposul troaty wore

‘mot published ; but it was sent to the President of the United
States, and was transmitted by him to the senate, and was to be
~obligatory on the Chocta,ws if ratlﬁed by the American govern—
‘ment.

%oon after the pmceedmgs of the couneil became known, a
clnef named Mooshoolatubbe, who had been obliged to resign hig
office a few years before on account of hiy: dissoluteness and

~ incompeteney, together with ‘a party who adhered to him, made
loud complaints in regard to them, and, it must be admltted not
wlthout very good reasons. -

' As the measure had been hrought forward by the aid of the

Methodist missionaries, all those who had been opposed to the
progress of the gospel and to the restraints of intemperance, had a
new and very popular fopic to dwell upon. They said that the
treaty, which was so framed as to favour a few chiefs, was f.ha"
genuine fruit of the new religion; that Mooshoolatubbe and his
 adherents had always maintained that the Choctaws would' be
ruined by the introduction of Christianity ; and that every
friend of his country and of its rights ought now to set his face
against the missionaries and their followers. Thus, by setting
patriotism, which they could all feel and understand, a,gamst
religion, of ‘which many were entirely ignorant, the enemies of
the gospel obtained a great advantage. In the south-eastern
distriet, where Christianity had only of Jate obtained some footing,




the ve-action was most lamentable. At a council held i that
. distriet, nine captains were removed from office on the ground
~ that they were friendly to religion, and it was resolved that |

~moprofesyor of veligion should be eligible to any office whatsoever. . il

' Alaw made only some months before for the observance of the /!

Sabbath was annulled, and & resolution was taken that, instead of
attendance on public-worship, ball-plays, dances, and all kinds of

 sports should be encouraged. e

' There canbe no doubt that the Choctaws consented to the pro— i

. posal for a treaty under the compulsion of necessity ; the terror

" of being trodden down by unknown and oppressive laws, enacted
 and to be enacted by men who had little sympathy and o e
. interests in common with the Indians. The legislature of Mis-
" sissippi did, in fact, extend its laws over the Choctaws, with the

 yiew, there is little doubt, of forcing them to give up their
 eountry, well knowing how averse they wero to live under laws ||
| made by White men.! il
' The late treaty was not ratified by the United States govern-
‘ment, but it lost no time in renewing negotiations with the Choe-
taws, with the view of obtaining their lands on more favourable
torms. Commissioners on the part of the United States visited
them shortly after, for the purpose of inducing them to sell their =
' country and remove to the west of the Mississippi. The Choctaws, |
. when the proposals were made to them in council, appointed a con-
mittee of sisty, twenty from each district, to consider the subjectand.
make a veply. They reported almost unanimously against making
any treaty. Their report was approved by the whole body of the
| Ohoctaws assembled, and an answer was returned to the eommis-
' sioners accordingly. Supposing the negotiation to be concluded,
a largo portion of the people returned home, The commissioners,
however, assembled the remainder the following day, and after
threatening to withdraw the government agent, to make them.
pay the expensos of the treaty, to take the land which they
owned: west of the Mississippi, and leave them to the operation of
 the laws of that State, they produced a treaty of a modified chars
acter; in which Jarge quantities of land were promised to the
chiefs and their relatives, with salaries in their new country. The =
. Choetaws knew not what to do. They were told and believed

1 Miss. Her. vol. xsv. pv 77 5 vol, sxvi. pp. 82, 268,884, .



'.?Elmﬁ the trea’sws ex:stmg between tham &nd the: Umted States
~ would not avail for their protection, They were certain that they-_;-- '_

i “would be rained if the laws of the State of Mississippi were ex-

. tended over them ; and they feared that this was the last overs
. ture which the United States would ever make to them.  Some
. probably were also influenced by the salaries and the large veser-
 vations of land which were offered them. The trea,ty Wag ﬁnaﬂy i

i algneu

Though the mission had been undertaken in a,cmrdanoe with

| '_the wishes, and had been carried on with the aid of the United: .
. States government, yet 1o provision was made in the trba,'ry i) SN

_refunding any part of the moneys expended by the Board in estab-

- lishing and sustaining it, amounting, since its commencement, to
| upwards of 60,000 dollars. The mission property was now of
very considerable valne.!  The missionaries of the Board were,

* much to their honour, expressly forbidden by the commissioners,

Ainwriting, to be present at the treaty ground though the presence_ R
* of all other persons was allowed.
~When it was known to the people that then' country was sold -

_ it produced a general feelmg of indignation, A large majority:
‘of the captains and warriors wero decidedly opposed to it. The
 chiefs who were instrumental in forming it were deserted, except =
| by a small number, and others were elected in their places. It

is impossible to describe the distraction and despondency which-

- pravailed among them at the view of being compelled to leave the i

land of their fathers, and to seck a new home in the western

wilds of Arkansas, of which they knew nothing. They felt, as i

well they might, that great injustice had been done them. They

~ said their land had been taken from them without their consent..

In the Six towng, which contained a population of 2600, only one .
: -mdmrlual voted for the treaty. He was the principal captain of

the Six towns; and afterwards succeeded, by his mtrlgues kb

bringing over thvee or four of the other captains to his opinion.
In the Chickesaha, which contained a population of at least 1000,
onily one captain and a very few of the common peopls were in
- favouriof it, - The country had been sold by a few individuals not
only without the consent, but contrary to the will of the nation.

* The government afterwards ordered the property to be appraised ; but all that was'
received for it was 4611 dollars.~«Rep. Board For. Miss. 1833, p. 111,—1bid, 1836, p. 94.




_'Mulmt.udes were €0 dlstreased that thay sat down in a, kmd of .

 sullen despair. ' They knew mnot what to do. Some said, “We

will not go to the wests wo may as well die here as there.” Some

- were for going soon, whoso motives, it was feared, were no other
(than to become savages and hunters. Hundreds wandered away,
some to their new country, some into the Spanish dominions, and

' gome to other places. Manj vy gave themselves up to intempevance,

. and were fast plunging themselves in ruin. Era.u.dulen_t'ap'ectﬂa-'”I
tors were overrunning the country. The laws of the Choctaws,

A excluding intoxicating liquors from their territory, having been

b | abolished by the extension of the laws of the State of Mississippl

. over them, these unprincipled men introduced them in: great
quantities, and employed them, with too much suceess, in effecting
their own base and nefarious ends. It was painful to witness the
‘decline of religious feeling ‘among the peoplo. - There was o very
 great falling off even of the church members,  Little had the mis-

sionaries looked for so many spurious cases among those who once

appeared to run well. This, under the circumstances, need
scarcely excite our wonder. As that part of the nation which
was opposed to Christianity attributed the loss of their country,
and all their present calamities, to the introduction of the gospel
among them, and the change of their customs, those who pro-
fossed themselves Christians were on this aocount subjected to
much reproach and pevsecution, which to young converts must
have proved a severe trial of their sincerity and steadfastness.

In 1831, and the two following years, the great body of the
Choctaws, amounting, it was estimated, to about 15,000 persons,
‘removed from their own country to the new territory assigned to
‘them west of the MISBISSIPPI The agents who were employed in
removing them, it is stated, were generally faithful and kind;
but when the Indian population of a whole district had to ‘be
gleaned up, including the men and the women, the old and the
young, the healthy and the sick, the naked and the well-clad,
- and removed o another land, there eould scarcely fail to be much
suffering among them. The journey waslong ; a.great part of the
way was through an uninhabited wilderness, and Ia,rge bodws of

| them travelled m the depth of winter. Some pa.rtms, slcantlly-""

* Rep, Boaxrd For Mx.-.s. 1831, » 82 ——Mm. Her. val. zxw. p. 385 vol, xxvii. pp. 18,
186, 285, | |



.'f'provndad thh food barefqoted and poarly ola,d mthouﬁ she] taer'.'_?

. by day or by nlght were overtaken by snow gtorms in the wide

 forests s ofhers, in ' crossing the swamps of the Mississippi, were

 with their horses surrounded by the rising waters, from which
there wexe no means of escape.: The capl;am of & steamboat who'. i

ook off one company, which had been six days in this perilous
"_condltlon, and were nearly starved, said that he saw at least a
 hundred horses standing frozen dead in the mud. Many were
attacked with sickness and died, a considerable portion of whom
~were young children and aged and infirm persons, who were not
~able to stand the fatigue and exposure of the journey ; a number
‘also died of cholera, which was then ravaging the country.t
. In March 1832, the Rev. Mr Williams arrived among the Choe-
taws in their new country, and commenced a station among them,
which he called Bethabara, and, in the course of a few years; a
~considerable number of stations were formed in various parts of
the country. The people appeared to be generally satisfied with
_ their new country, and laboured with a good degree of industry.
\in preparing for themselves fields and comforiable habitations,
and manifested generally considerable public spirit, though they
had obviously suffered in their habits and moral character by their
exposures to temptation while preparmg to remove, and whﬂe on|
their long and perilous journey.? i &
The e:xpecta.tmn had been held out to thbm, that by removmg
to this distant country they would escape from the society and
‘influgnce of bad White men; but it was astonishing to sce how
many of these vultures flocked about them, getting either among
or as near them as possible, in order to make a prey of them
and of their little all. Intemperance, as a consequence of this,
- made sad havoc among them. Sometimes the nation seemed to
| _,y1eld to this the groat enemy of their race, and deaths ocpurred

X I\Ih,s Hev, vol. xxviii, p. 117; vol. xxix. pp 133, 206,~—Rep, Bamd F’or Mlﬂs
1832, p. 100.-~Ihid. 1884, p. 112.
. After the migration of the great body o the Ghochaw nation tothe Arksngas, there
. still remained abonf three or four thousand in the gouthevn part of their former
country, and others were scattered over varions parts of it. = Thege, as they had no
" tract of Iand reserved to them, were in 4 wery poor and wretched condition, and were
- exposed to many and powerful temptations.—Rep: Board For. Miss, 1834, p. 112,
But after about twelve or fourteen years the remnznt of the tribe émigrated to the
westward, and joined their brethren,—Zbid. 1840, p. 205.
% Rep. Board For. Miss, 1832, p. 100.—TIhid; 1833, p, 114.



o Again. public sentiment, was roused, and strenvous and successful

i on emary hand from vmleﬁca, or the camtaltm whmh it oaeq,amned

efforts were made to suppress the use of all intoxicating drinks.
The temptations, however, were great; and noﬂung but the most

| energetic and unremitting exertions were hkely to prevent thm‘_ R

scourge from desolating their country.t

In November 1842, a bill was passed by th Natisnal Gouncﬁ.{ _

e :for establishing three boarding academies for boys, and four for. j

. girls, and appropriating for the support of the three boys’ aca-

 demies the sum of 18,500 dollars annually, and of the four girls’
. academies ' 7800 dollars yearly, making together the sum of
. 26,300 dollars as a public annual appropriation for the education

o the young., In the academies for hoys, agriculiure and the
. miechanic arts were to he taught; in those for girls, honsehold

and domestic economy. The general supervision of all these |

aeadomies was to be with the National Counc:l and one of those

- for boys was by law to bé under its immediate matngerngm R

The others were placed under the management of the missionaries i

of the Board, and of other mmbtonar} bodies. * The system of
education pursued in these schools, was in the Hnglish language,
the pupils were not allowed to uvse their own language unless in
a very few excepted cases, The Choetaws also set apart a fund
- for the collegiate education of a number of their sons, the inte~

rest of which they proposed, after it should have accumulated for |

a few years, to apply annually to this purpese. The pupils were
expected to pursue their preparatory studies at their own gchools,
and to be subsequently sent to colloges in the United States,
The Choctaws thus set an example of enlarged views, and of libe-
ral provigions for the education of their youth of both sexes, which-
is nearly without a parallel among a people who, less than thirty
yearg before, were reckoned as savages, having no c3»:3}30:.«:»15, zmd-
incapable of appreciating their value.? -
For some years after the removal of the Choctaws fo thelr new
country, the progress of veligion among them appeared to be
- checked. The state of agitation into which they were t.hrown'b'y
the proposals made for theu- rewoval, the engagements arising
out of their settloment in an uncultivated wilderness, and the

! Rep. Board For, Miss, 1832, p. iw —TIbid. 1839, p. 141.
# Rep. Board For. Miss. 1843, p. 166. -dbxd 1846,13 199.~~Ibid. 1848, p. 261,



"'varmus temptatmm ta whmh they were exposed conld scarcely"-
~ fail to have an injurions influence in regard to their spiritual
' interests,  But, of late years, rehglon made  great advaneeh."_ -
among ‘them ; at times there appeared to be seasons “ of refresh-
| ing from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of hig

. power,” Many were added to the churches, of such as, it is hoped,
“will be saved.’t

| Besides school-books and numerous other works, the whole of
the New Testament, and some books of the Old, were printed in
the Choctaw language ; and as the number of readers is constantly
.meneaamg, the call for books may be eprcted to increase in pro—

) portlon.
________ - In 1852, the membbrs of the churches in the Choetaw nation,

' t@n in number, amounted to 1290. They appeared to be becom-

- ing every year more perfectly ¢ grounded and settled,” and ‘“estab-

 lished in the faith” as they bad been taught. * The Bible,” Mr

. Hotehkin, one of the missionaries, says, “is producing a wonder-

. ful change in the character of the people.” I do not know a
Bmgle individual among professors of religion where family prayer
is neglected 2+ “There is more of system,” says My Stark, “in
attending to ‘Christian duties. There is more of it in the religion = _

. of the closet, and of the family, and of the sanctuary; more of it *© ai
in the training of ghlldren and in benevolent efforts; more of it

~ on the farm, and in providing for the household ; more of it, in

- faet, in everything.”

. Of the same pleasing character is the testimony in regard to
the industry of the Choctaws. Their natural aversion to labour,
which they share in common with all Red men, is constantly
diminishing, and it is fast becoming a disgrace to be idle. Not
only are agricultural pursuits greatly on the increase, but the

~ spinning-wheel and the loom may often be seen in active opera~ .
. tion. These results appear in different districts just in propor-
tion to the progress which the gospel has made. Some neigh-
bourhoods are almost entirely transformed from an indolent,
ignorant, t_hriftless people, into an industrious, intelligent, thriv-

1 Rep Board For, Mws 1846, p. 201.——Ibid, 1848, p. 246, —bed 1849, p. 204,
Thid, 18560, p. 182

2 Rep. Board 1848, b 288, —Ihid. 1849, p. 208.--Ihid. 1350 p 185 —Tbid, 1852,
p 145,

L]



"mg' populatmn. & The Ia:ws are enforccd mt;h mereamgf atnn%ness _
sy and 1mpartla.11ty and: mtempemnce, the great bane of the Indlan
. tribes, is in'a manner put down. by the law and by pubhe opl«

“mion,1 Al

AR_T. I I@-Osﬁé-m | CIQUNTB?;_:. ki

| IN Apml 1820 the Rev. W. F raill and B Cﬁﬂbm;m i
.Pa.lmer, physician, four farmers, one carpenter, one bl biakattunll

 goyoral females, and some children, in all twenty-one persons, sot

. off from New York on a mission to the Little Osage Indians in

‘the Arkavsas territory.  The Osages had been previously visited
by a deputation from the Soclety, and had very cordially agreed

to the establishment of a mission among them, the object of which

; was to promote among them not only the knowledge of Christis

 anity, but the avts of civilized life, Besides the ordmary brancheg '_ '

of learning taught at school, it was intended that the boys should
be instructed in agriculture and the mechanical arts, and the |
girls in bpmnmg, weaying, sewing, knitting, and domestic
economy.? | -

The journey, or rather the voyage (for they sailed the greater

~part of the way) on the Ohio, the Mississippi, and the Arkansas, =
was upwards of 2000 miles. In the course of i, most of them
were attacked by fover, and two of the females died; but after

encountering these and many other difficulties, they reached the -

place fixed on for the missionary station, which, in allusion to the

name of the Board, was ealled Union. A war, which soon after |

broke out between the Osages and the Cherokees, proved a seri-
nus obstacle to the progress of the infant sottlement ;. but after
some time the United States government interfered, and requlred

1 Rep. Boa:rd For, Miss, 185 I—Ilnd 1862, p. 142, 145,

8 This mission, and that at Mackinaw, the subject of the next Artiole, were oviginally
established by the United Foreign Missionary Society, which wag instituted at New
* York in July 1817, and consisted chiefly of members of the different Presbyterian bodies

in America. The missions 'of the New York Missionary Society, and of the Western
Missionary Society, among the Indians, were afterwards transforred to that Society,
which; with all its missiong, was ‘merged in the American Board of Gommmonem for
Foreign Missions i *June 1826. --Rep. Bowrd For, Miss. 1827, p. 126,

8 Third Report of the. Um‘v For. Mm. Bog. pp. 13; 18, 18.-~New York f‘hr:eat Iler
vol. vi. p. 757 3 vol. vil,' pp. 24 407, :



-

. them tolay down the hatchet, though the Osages, not being satisfied

~ In March 1821, the Rev. N. B. Dodge, B. Pisley, and W. B.

~with the terms of the treaty, acceded to it with greab reluctanse.!

'Mozitgoinefy, Dr Belcher, physician, several persons as teachers,

mechanics, and farmers, who with their wives and children

~amounted to forty-one individuals, set off from New York with i

 the view of establishing a similar mission among the Great Osage

Iudians of the Missouri. The principal chiefs of that branch of |

 the Osages had visited Washington the preceding summer, and

had expressed an anvious wish that the same privileges might be
conferred on them as were about to be communicated o the
Osages of the Arkansas. After a voyage of about five months,
they reached the place of their destination, about 150 miles north
from Union, and commenced a settlement which they called Har-
mony. Immediately on their arrival, a council of about seventy.
chiefs and warriors was held, and presented them with a tract of
land consisting, it was supposed, of about 15,000 acres. But sick-
- Dess soon arrested the labours of the settlers.  Heavy and inces-
- sant rains coming on before a single building could be erected, the S

~tents in which they lived were found insufficient to prevent themn

from being confinually wet, and frequently drenched by the rain,
Almost all of them were attacked by fever: no fewer than eight
of the men, and twelve of tho females, were ill at one time; 8ix
died, including four infants. The confidence of the tribe, however,
appeared to be secured beyond expectation; many of them mani-
fosted a strong disposition to eultivate the soil, and to live as White
‘men.? - il i s R
The following table will shew the stations which were ‘estab-.

 lished among the Ozage Indians ;—

| t
.J Begun, | Liryre Osaars. I'r Begun., | Grear Osages:
b o AR RS B
| f ’
| 1820, | Unin. | 1821, ‘| Harmony.
|
1823. Hopefield, || 1824, r Neosho,

! New York Christ. Her, vol. vii. pp. 434, 632, —Miss, Reg, vol. ix. p. 165; vol. xi.
P« 77.—Miss, Her. vol. xx. p. 257. ; :
/'3 Miss. Beg, vol. x. p. 110§ wol xi. p. 77.—=Miss. Her. vol. xvii, P. 26.~-Motse's
Report on Indian Affairs, pp, 218, 282, 280,

YOL. I, jis




i __,__._I.me;wxcm OF, E}ﬂ : m NI!!‘

Th}a mission was. eamned on wzth much ]a.bouv and. patleno‘e;'-.-- v

() 'amldst. many eaves and mt.erruptmns, much sickness, and many-‘;'

deaths. The Osages were a people whom it was not easy to
bring under the influences of either rehgmn or civilization. Then'__
wandering and predatory habits rendered it excee(hngly diffieult,
for missionaries to have much intercourse with them ; and what

 little instruction was communicated to them was soon forgotten

'~ on their periodical hunting and war expeditions. It was with'
~ great difficulty that even a fow of them could be got to meet, for

il religious instruction.  When spoken to on the subject of religion,

© they manifested utter indifference to it.  Fven the idea of happiness

 afteér death appeared offensive to some, and tmﬁmg and visionary

 to others, The schools opened by the missionaries were in like
. manner attended by few of the children; their parents had no
 dosire to have them educated, but trained them up, both by pro-
“cept and example, to follow their own wandering and predatory
~ habits as the only honourable course of life. The whole of their
conduct to the missionaries seemed to be contrived to throw as
many obstacles in the way of their labours as could consist \nth. :
Jkeeping up frlendly appearances toward them.! '
In 1836 the mission among the Osage Indians was given up.

It had long been carried on under many difficulties and discour-
agements, and these were now much inereased, in consequence of
treaties with the United States government for removing them from
their lands. = When the mission among them was begun, they had
had comparatively little intercourse with White men ; and thongh
some of the vices and diseases of civilized nations had been in-
troduced among them, yet intemperance, the great inlet of all
evil and the barrier against all good among the Indians, was en-
tirely unknown among. them. But within the last few years
White men had been settimg in their country, and mtoncatmcr
lignors were introduced in great quantities, and the Osages, hke
other Indian tribes, contracted a fondness for them. The traders,
who had great influence with them, employed it to prevent them
adopting the habits of settled agricultural life, and to lead them
to give themselves up more entirely to hunting, and to wander-
ing further and further west, as, the game retlred in that dlrec-

- Rep. Board For. Miss. 1827, P 127 -—-Misn Her vol. xxvi, p 286 ;' vol. xxviii.
P. 267 ; vol. xxix. p. 134, :



. with La.ke Michigan, for the purpose of commencing an establish-

il i -lcperatmns of the American Fur Trade Company, The pmmc:pal'

i savage airs which characterized the inhabitants of these foresﬁs'-:-_

'-and«_ﬂcious. m' thelr ha,brm more. poor a,nd “m‘etchad t"'_,am"'
‘and more hopeless m rega;rded beth bhw evan«ahzatlom an
'-T'Gmi‘lmtmn.- R S Bt o

Am. IV. -—-—Macmmw.

i IH Oetober 1823 the Rev. W. M. Ferry proceeded to Ma,ckz—
m.w, an island situated in the straits whmh mnnect Lake Huron

ment., with a view to the civilization and evangelization of the
surrounding Indian tribes.  Mackinaw was the eentre of the.

agent of the company resided here ; and here were congregated
~ every summer not on}y numerous White traders, but great num-
bers of Indians of various tribes from around Lake Huron, Lake
Michigan, and Lake Superior, and from beyond them, north and
west, to Hudson’s Bay and to the head waters of the Missouri,
giving to the village a very crowded and bustling appearance.
' Sometimes no fewer than 1500 or 2000 of these children of the
 wildernegs might be seen encamped on the island ; some of them =
 sheltered by their canoes turned upside down, and others by tehﬁs
~of mats or skins; all of them nearly destitute of clothing, exeept
. their blankets, and exhibiting almost every indication of poverty
~ and wretchedness, as well as of the lowest dogmdatmu, intellectual’
and moral. Here might be seen the Indian in his native charac-
ter, dress, and manuers, as much as on the Recky Mountains,
- wholly unehzmged by any meliorating influence of Christianity or
 civilization, engaging in his dances and songs with all the wild and

three centuries ago, : Sk

“In consequence of Mackinaw being a place for the annual ren-.f'
dezvous of such numbers of the Indian tribes, children could he
~ obtained almost as easily from a distance of many hundred miles
as from the immediate neighbourhood. = It was therefore selectod
for a central missionary station, at which there should be estab-
lished a large boarding-school, consisting of children collected
h'om all the north-western tribes who, it was designed, should re-

1 Rep. Board For. Miss, 1881, p. 90.—Ihid, 1836, p. o5,




/148 | rROPAGATION OF CHRETLANITY

~ main in it such a length of time as would be sufficient for their
 acquiving a knowledge not only of the branches of a common |
' ‘achool education, but also of the various kinds of manual labouy
which appeared to be appropriate to their sitnation and cwreum- .
stances,  With this view, mechanics’ shops were erected and fur-
‘nished, and land was obtainéd for cultivation, which the boys were |

. to labour a portion of their time; while the girls were to be in-

structed in the various household employments suited to their
HOX, i i

o In ponhexion with the central school at Ma_.ckiha.m it was -ﬁm-
- posed to form small stations among the several bands of Indians

. in the interior, at which should reside a preacher, a teacher, a.nd '

a farmer and mechanic, with a view to the improvement of the

particular tribes among which they were placed, Around these

stations, it was hoped, the youths who might leave tho Mackinaw

~sechool would be induced to settle, and that, while they were
swatched over and preserved from relapsing into their former
habits, they would aid by their example in introducing a know-
ledge of the arts of civilized life, and also of Christianity among
their benighted countrymen.

Immediately after his arrival, Mr Ferry opened a school with
twelves Indian childven ; and the number afterwavds greatly in-
cvoased,  Children were brought to it from the shores of Lake
- Huron, Lake Michigan, and Lake Superior, from the head waters
of the Mississippi, and even from the Red River, Lake Athabasco,
and Hudson’s Bay. Some were brought from tribes not less than
2500 miles distant, including the Ottawas, Ojibwas, Putowa~
tamies, Winnebagoes, Menominies, Kinnestenas, Sacs and Foxes,
and Sioux. The number of pupils rose sometimes as high as 170
or 180, of whom about 120 were clothed, fed, and lodged by tho
mission family. The others were day-scholars, and were provided
for by their parents, or other friends who resided on the island.
Some of them were full-blooded Indians, but the greater number
were of mixed blood, the progeny of Indian mothers and men of
~ English or French descent. This class of children were no less
in need of instraction than the pure Indian, and their being well
educated was of great importance; for the Indians of mixed
blood never fail, as a body, to have more influence with their
_own people than the pure aborigines. As a matier of course,



'?I'-;:they get more lmowledge, and as[m'e toa h:ght,r style of livm

. and, as regards the extens:on of civilization and Chrlstla,mty
_ among the Indians, thcy ave likely to exert a very 1mport.mt :
inflience. Most of the children from a distance came in a very
destitute state, covered with filth and rags, ignorant of the English
language, and untutored in their manners. They were generally,

however, casily sul)dued became docile and amiable, and made
good proficiency in their studies, and in the various kinds of
labour: which were assigned to them. The whole number of

' pupils edueated in the school was about 800, of whom three.

fifths were boys.  More or less knowledge of agriculture was
imparted to all the boys, and a considerable number of them
were also taught some mechanical trade, All the girls were em-
ployed in household lahours, in which the older ones exhibited a
good degres of skill. Some of both sexes were well qualified to
act ns teachers, and were auqusiully employed to some extent in
this way*

Previous to the arrival of Mr Ferry at Mackma.w, there was no

Protestant worship on the island ; and the Sabbath was entively

disregarded, being devoted wholly to business or to pleasure.
~ But now a commodious place of worship was erected, chiefly at

the expense of the residents and the traders, where from two to )

three hundred assembled for Divine worship. The Sabbath was
as strictly observed as in almost any village in the land ; a num-

ber both of the Whites and of the Indians were hopefully pious;

vice and immorality were generally discountenanced ; the Chris-
tian form of marriage was extensively introduced among those
connected with Indian women ; and the use of ardent spirits, as
a drink and as an article of barter with the Indians, was almost
wholly abandoned.! | ;

~ In 1837, the establishment at Mackinaw was given up.  The
- number of boarders in the school had previously been yreatly
reduced, the scheme being found to be very expensive, aud to

involve many difficulties, thhout accomplishing to the extent that

was expected the chief ends in view. The business of the Ame-
rican Fur Company having been removed from the island, it was
now no longer the resort of the traders and the Indians ; and the

) Monthly Papers of Board Hor, Miss,, No. 20, p. 78, —Rep. Board For. Miss. 1827,
p. 188.-~TIbid, 1829, p. 82,




' opportunitics of ‘exerting an extensive ‘influence over the tribes; i)

far and near, were thus at an end. " Even the Indians who were b

seattered over the neighbouring country had lately ceded their

1ands to the United States; and, until their vemoval, the govern-
ment, with a view to their instruction and benefit, was to furnish
' them with farmers, mechanics, and teachers, who were to be sup-
© ported out of the funds due to them for their lands, so that in

-' this way they were provided with schools; while the resort of

--_-g'r'eat' numbers of White pecple to the island u_f Mackinaw, panti-
_ cularly during the sammer months, broke in upon the quiet and =

retirement of the place, and rendered it an unsuitable location for,

 the misgion-school.!
ArT. V.—ORBGON.
Ix Mareh 1836, the Rev. Henry H. Spalding, Dr M. Whitman, :

and My H. Gray, set off for the Oregon territory, and after tra-
velling, partly by water, partly by land, about 3600 miles, the

. greator part of the way through a country barren and desolate

beyond description, they reached Fort Walla-walla, on the Co-
lumbin viver, about 300 miles from the Pacific Ocean. Here, ab a
place named Waillatpu, about 25 miles from the fort, Dr Whit-
man began a station among o small tribe of Indians, called Kay-
agoss and Mr Spalding began another station, named Clear Water,
among the Nez Perces Indians, about 100 miles to the east of
Dr Whitman’s. A third station was afterwards established by
Messrs Hells and Walker among the Flathead Indians, at a place
about 70 miles from Fort.Colyille.? e AL

Seldom have mizsionaries been made more welcome or met ab
atb first with more enconragement than these to the western In-
" dians of North America. *We might as well hold back the sun in
his course,” says Mr Spalding, as hold back the mind of this
people from religious inquiry. When they return from their
tents, after the services of the Sabbath, they sometimes gpend
the whole night in perfecting what they but partly understood.

1 Rep. Board For, Miss. 1888, p. 123,-~Ibid. 1835, p. 105.~1bid. 1836, p, 108.~
1hid. 1887, p. 120, : P AR
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0k am semesnnes astomalled a.t the com-actness and mlndlty with.
i {hlch several will go. through many of the events recorded in
. the Seriptures; but no history is listened to with such. profound_
| altention as the story of the cross of Christ. A paper with His
" name upon it, is clasped to the bosom with all the ‘apparent a.ﬂ'ec-
 tion of a mother embracing her darling child.
% Nothing but actual observation can give an idea of the mde-
| dutigable application of all dlasses, old and young, to the instrue:
. tion of the school, From morning to night they are assembled
. lin clusters, with one teaching a number of others. ~ Their progress
| is surprising.  Usually about 100 attend school. A number are
 mow able to read a little with us at morning prayers. _
" They appear very handy at every kind of work in which
they have yet engaged, ave remarkably kind, possess industrious
habits, with searcely the Appearance of the savage or heathen
about them, We consider them perfectly honest, and do not
fear to trust them with any articlé we possess,  If the least
. thing is found out of place, it is immediately returned.”
When Dr Whitman and Mr Spalding made excursions through
the country, they were often followed for days by hundreds of
* Indians, eager to see the missionary, and to hear him thscour%
to them on the truths of the Bible, when he encamped at nightt
1t is truly remarked by Mr Eells that a missionary, on his fiest |
acquaintance with the Indians; is apt fo judge much too fayvour- Q)
| ‘ably of them, and to give an extrayagant account of their readi-
~ ness to receive the gospel.?  Of this we suspect the staitoments
now. given ave an example. Indeed, we have little faith in
-extraordinary accounts of missions ; and we have rarely found
‘that. our incredulity was ill-founded,  If the friends of rehgmn i
wonld look more to the constitution of human nature, to the
chavacter and condition of the heathen, to the nature of the '
Christian revelation, and to the ordiua.ry course of the Holy
‘éplrlt’s operations, and would exercise a little more of coramon
sonse in forming their opinions, they would be preserved from
mueh error in judging of the progress and the prospects of Chyig-
tlamty among the nations. The love of the marvellons has been
yery nuuuous to the cause of missions, both at home and abroad.
There is little doubt that much of the desire which was mani-

I? i J . I Rep: Board Fox. Miss. 1888, p. 126. 2 Miss, Her, vol. xxxvi. P. 438,




g fusted by the Iudmns for mlsmana.rles arose. oul; of mere selﬁsh~
ness, It was not usually the common people who expressed. mue];i
desive for them ; it was principally the chiefs,

of temporal gain.  Some of the Indians had come into contact
with Americans in the mountains, and had received mcre fromi

. them for their heaver skins than they did from the Hudson’s Bayi o
| Company ; and this had rsuﬂed a hope among them of ga.m from- v
i Jcnusﬁuon:a\,rmﬁf..1 )
In 1839 a small prmtmg pross was set up at the station of

Glear Water, and an elementay 7y school-book printed for the use

of the Nez Perces Indians. = This was the first book printed in

i the Nez Pexces language, and the first printing known to' have
boon executed on the western side of the Rocky Mountaing,

TIngh this will probably come to be an interesting civeum-
stance in the history of Oregon, yet the establishment of a print-
" ing press is so common an occurrence in the annals of missions,
that we would scarcely have thought of noticing the fact, were it
" not that in the present instance the printing press, with the
types, paper, ink, and bmdmg apparatus was the gift of the first
. native c¢hurch at Honolulu, in Oahu, one of the Sandwich Islands,
- which twenty years before were involved in all the darkness and

pollution of heathenism: The value of the whole was cstunatedl

‘at ahout 450 dollars, or nearly £100.2

The Kayuses and the Nez Peorces Indians wntmued for some

years to attend on the instructions of the missionaries, and to

manifest more or less interest in them, and also in the sehools,
and in agricultural and other improvements; but they never
realized the hopes which were originally formed of them. At -

times, indeed, the aspect of ﬂungs was, so discouraging, that it
was even in contemplation to gwe up the stations. The Flatbead
~ Indians were never very prowmising. Some of the chiefs mani-

fested not a little opposition to the gospel, and after some. years

the people cared less and less about instruction. The population

of‘ all the three tribes was very 1nwnslderable, and | they lived-

3 Miss. Her. vol. xxxvi, D 327, 441.

who expected,
through their means, to 1ncrease their influence, and sustain their
: :dlgmty among the people. Many were also actnated by a hope

"/ # Miss. Her. vol. xxxv. p. 446 vol. XXXV, p "80 Rep Board For. Mm‘s 1840,
i e T fhie




much seattered cwcumsta,nces whmh were ver y unfa.\faumbla
i’ then' instruction either in rehgwn or in the arts of civilized
e hfe. Such was the aspect of the mission, when it was suddenly---
fihy brought to a close by one of those sad catastrophes of whn.h we.-__"'_'
| are nob without cxamples in the history of missions. A s
_ In November 1847, Dr Whitman, Mrs Whitman, and Mr
. Rogers, an assistant in the mission, were massacred at Walilatpu'
' by the Indians, under circumstances of great atrocity.  The
_ canses of this torrible outbreak of savage violence have never, so
. far as we know, been satisfactorily explained. Dy Whitman hmi-' i
| just returned from burying an Indian child, and was engased in
reading. An Indian, to dwert his attention, was in the act of
soliciting medicine, while another: came behind him and with .a
tomahawlk struck him on the back of his head. . A second blow
on the top of his head laid him lifeless on the floor. Tilaukait, &
prmclpal chief, who had received unnumbered favours from the
' doctor, and who was about 1o be received into the church, then
fell upon the dead body and mangled it horribly, cutting the face
and head talking out the heart, &c., and scattering them on the
road. ' Mrs Whitman fled up stairs, where she received a wound :
in the breast through the window. Mr Rogers Jomerl her; but. /¢
they were persu:uded to come down, the Indians promising not to
Kill them. ' They were, however, immediately taken to the door |
and shot, Five oth er Americans fell the same da,y, two of whom . )
left, each a widow and five children. On the following day,
another, who had a wife and three sons, was killed. Bight days
later, two others were dragged from their sickbeds, butchered
and. cub to pieces in the most brutal manner. Oue who fled; =
leaving behind him a wife and five children, was supposed to have L
been killed by another hand of Indians, o
Two adopted children of Dr W hitman were in the room wherﬁ--
he was lying horribly cut and mangled, but still breathing, ' With
their guns in their hands, the Indiang stood around them ready
fo shoot them. A daughter of Mr Spalding was also in the room,
and understood every word which they spoke. At length an order
was given to spare therm.
A large number of women and children were held as captwes

% Rep, Boand For. Mise. 1840, p. 177.—Thid. 1842, p. 198,-~Thid, 1848, p. 239, — |
Migs, Her vol. xxxxvi. pp. 437, 441. ; vol. xxxix, pp. 358, 867, 382, 384, :




| '"'I-by thc Ind;ans for nearly a month dmng whwh tmm t.hree of
them died. By the efforts of Mr Ogden, chief factor of the Hud- =

son’s Bay Company at Fort Vancouver, the survivors were at

i length redeemed, after they had suffered almost every wrong and i

indignity at the hands of the savages. He also sent an order o
. the Nex Perces Indians to deliver up Mr Spalding and his fa,mliy,
i togethar with the othier Americans at Clear Water,

- Mr Spalding, at the time of the massacre, was at a place twenty. LG
-"nulea west of Waiilatpu, visiting the sick and preaching to the

. Indians, and two days after, e was on his way to that station, )il

~and had come within two or thres miles of it when he miet

 a Romish priest, his interpreter, and a Kayuso Indian. ‘The
._:'prlest told him of the massacre, that he had camped at the

. neighbomring Indian village the night before, and had there .
- baptized the children of the murderers; that he afterwards went

to see the women and children, and had assisted two friendly
Indians in burying the dead. He alzo informed Mr Spalding that
his daughter was alive; that the chief had assured him the women
‘and children would not be killed; that all Frenchmen, Hudson’s
Bay Company’s men, and Roman Catholies, would be safe; that
‘only Protestants or Americans would be killed. My Spalding's
meeting with the priest was very providential. Iad he not met
 him, he might in a little while have fallen into the hands of Dy
Whitman’s murderers, and shaved his fate. Tven as it was, his
danger was great. The priest told him, that the Kayuse Indian
who accompanied him had come with a design to shoot him;
meanwhile he had gone back to reload his pistol, which had gone
off accidentally, and would wait till Mr Spalding came up, and then
execute his purpose; but our missionary having received some provi-
~siong from the priest, made his escape, and though followed by the
. Indian, he escaped by the coming on of the darkness of the night.
- He continued to travel by mght but lay still during the day, and
at length on the sixth night he entered an Indian lodge near his
own house, which had beoen left that day by Mrs Spalding through

. fear of the Indians. The Nez Porces, however, manifested gene-

rally a friendly spirit to Mr Spaldmg and hig fanily in. thelr il
sent trying circumstances.

. Besides Mr Spalding’s family, there were other four Amerlmns
and two Frenchmen at Clear Water Through the kind inter-




pdsmon* of Mr Ogden of tbe Hudsen g Ba»y Company, they were
 soon enabled to remove from that place to Fort Walla-walla, where
. they found the capbwes from Waiilatpu, who with them ‘made
. inall sixty persons. 'Thence they afterwards procecded to what
. was called Oregon City; there they received a cordial welcome
. from the inhabitants, who deoply sympathized with them under
R thetr sufferings, and generously relieved their immediate wants.

D Messrs| Wa,lkel' and Eels, the missionaries at Tshimakain atoong
i the Flathead Indiang, experienced much sympathy and kindness '
_ from them after the destruction of Waiilatpu. From other tribes, =
_ however, who were arvaying themselves against the Whites, they =

did not deem themselves soeure ; they therefore at length removed

o Fort Colville, and afterwards to Oregon city. Thus terminated
 the mlssmn among the Indians west of tlna Rocky Mountains.t

A rRT, VI, ——-—GENTRAL STATEMENTS.

BESIDEB these neissions, the Board Lsta,bhahed many others' i
'among various tribes of the Indians. Some of them, namely, .' e
thpse among the Chickasaws, the Croeeks, the Pawnees, the Otta-

was, and the Stockbridge Indians, were afterwards given mpi

But there are still stations among the Abenaquis, at St F‘mno}s, N

in Lower Canada ; among the Tuscaroras and Senccas, near Lake

Erie, on reserved lands in the State of New York ; among e

Ojibwas, chiefly to the westward of Lake Superior; and among
the Sioux or Dakotas, chiefly on or near the River St Deter’s, west' i

Lo ofithe’ Mlscussippl. ‘We do not, however, think it necessary to
~ give any particular aceount of these missions, as they furnish few

| details of special interess; but we shall make a few goneral sate-
. ments regarding the missions of the Board among the va,rmus----

. tribes of Indians, Mg
. The number of Indians at or within reach of most of the mis-

sionary stations was generally not considerable, seldom more than

o few hundreds, often not nearly so many ; and even of these but

a small portion commonly attended on the instructions of the
misgionaries, |

In many of the missions, not much instruction was or could be

il 2o Rep. Board For. M153 1848, p. 241. Miss. Her, vol. xliv, p. ¢ 37; vol, xlv. pp. 68,




' PROPAGATION OF HMISTIANITY

| communicated to the Indians ; what was gi"v'eh wa;s'éhi'é‘ﬂ'y' i’n‘ the ik
- schools.  The languages of the Indians were genera.ﬂy of ey

difficult acquisition, and there weve few helps for acquiring them, |
1t was long befove a missionary or feacher attained a knowledge
of them, and many never acquired a knowledge of them at all,

Much of the instruction which was given to the Indians was, con-
sequently, through the medium of interpreters, which is a very

| imperfect mode of commaunicating knowledge of any kind, but B

~ especiully a knowledge of Divine truth. 'While those who were _:
engaged in communicating religious instruction were often so im-

. perfectly qualified for imparting it, those whom they sought to =
teach were scarcely more fitted for receiving it. The minds of =

tho Indians were so darkened by ignorance, superstition, and
prejudice, and were so little capable of comprehending moral and
religious truth, that the words spoken to them fell on their ears .
as empty, unmeaning sounds, and conveyed no ideas to them.
Though the Indians generally gave the missionaries at firsta
friendly reception, yet, when they came better to understand :
their object, they often stood aloof from them, and shewed little
 disposition to attend to their instructions. They appeared to have
no ides of any higher good than the gratification of their animal
desives s and when they found that religion did not supply their
bodily wants without their own cxertions, but required them to
repent of their sins and abandon their lusts, it lost all its attrac-
tions for them. Many were oven greatly opposed to Chris-
tmmt}, and to all who embraced it. It has often been remarked,
that, in Christian countries, females show a greater dl%posmon to
receive the gospel than the other sex ; but, among the Indians,
the women were generally more bitter and unyielding in their
opposition than the men. When a heathen husband embraced
Christianity, he had commonly to encounter greater hostility
from hig wife than when the case was reversed. Probably this
oppumtxon on the part of the women might arise from their
greator ignorance and superstition.! il
The migratory habite of many of the Indian tribes was a grea.t
obstacle to the progress of Christianity and civilization among
them‘. Part of the year they were scatiered on their huntin'g

1 Miss, Her, vol. xxix. pp. 61, 811 ; vol. xxx, pp 200, 301 ; voI XX¥iX, . 17‘7, val,
=i, p. 58 ; vol. xliii, p. 161 vol x’{v.r Po- 212, 326 :




