i xpeditmns ab anather tlme ﬂmy went to {;he place where they
. planted their corn; and at another, perhaps, to their fishing.
. 'gronnds Of some tribes, no band, and scarcely a family, resuled |
in the same place during the whole year. To this constant wa.nder- bl
| ing, their extreme 1mprovtdence, and cnnsequent poverty, _com«- gil
. pelled them. ! |
. The wars of the Indians were another great obstacle to thelr
'e.mngehz_a.tlon a.nd_ civilization, These, for the time, engrpsg
| their attention, call into action their savage and malignant pas-
sions, keep them in a state of constant excitement, occasiori_ i
the | destruction of many lives and of much property, indig-
pose them to listen to the gospel, and discourage and check
. all efforts for their improvement. If a tribe have begun to
‘abandon their wandering habits, and fo settle down to agricul-
tural pursuits, they are perbaps attacked by some hostile tribe,
their villages hurned, their fields laid waste, their cattle carried
off, and some of themselves, men, women, and chﬂdren, slangh-
tered.2 Who ean wonder if such a state of things should lead
(s ;them #0 return to their wandering habits! Improvement mlght- '
onlv induce the hostile attacks of their enemies.
The views which prev‘uled among the Indiang were aIsoa. great

'- hmdra.nce to their improvement. Most of them regarded work
as degrading, and fit employment only for women and slayes,

. Henee, if any one was seen engaged in such employments as be-
_louged to civilized life, he was liable to meet with a flood of mdx-— thlce
cule from his countrymen, which few were able to withstand.
The mass of them had little desire to improve their condition,
wretched ag it was. Their only care was to obtain the moans of
a bare subsistence, with the least possible effort. Their wa‘nts_','

. were few; they were satisfied with a small amount of the coarsest

0 clothmg, and seldom complained of the quality of their food, pro-

vided there was a sufficient quantity of it. Of the value of property

they had no idea, and they never thought of accumulating any

beforehand, Hence, the motives for becoming mdu_strlous weére
with them few and feeble. '

. Kew of them cared to loarn anything of the ruhg,:on of the

1 Rep. Board For. Migs. 1833, p, 127.—~Thid. 1835, p. 98,
% Rop. Board For, Miss. 1883, p. 128.—Ibid. 1843, p. 167.~~Ibid, 1846, p. 211—
Ibid. 1848, pp. 265, 267, Miss., Hor. vol. xlv. p. 430. .
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v was not for the Indians. His religion, andlearning, and moda of
life, might be well enough for him, but for them they were of |

il B:ble Most of them had the zdca thaat tlw Wmte man's rehgmu :

‘no use; the-y would not render them more successful in hunting’

and ﬁﬂhmg They said they were a different race, and b

. Great Spirit designed they should be different. They lived dlfh "
- ferently, and when they died they went to a different place.t '
| The example of the White people bad also a very m}urlous_

_mﬂuenee upon them, They came much more into vontaet with _: s ..
‘bad than with good poople, and they were much more ready to Aty

~ adopt the vices than the virtues of the White man.? :
. Nothing, perhaps, has been so much and so generally the bane
:O.f the Indians as ardent spirits. The sufferings incident to
savage life, taken in connexion with their naturally melancholy,
temperament, originating, perhaps in part, from these sufforings,
predispose them more than wost other nations to drown their |
" gorrows in intoxication ; and unprincipled White men, availing
- themselves of their thirst for spirituous liquors, supplied them with

. them in great abundance, and often, by the basest artifices, in-

duced them to buy the poisonous drug. Intemperance would at
times pasy throngh among them like an overwhelming ﬂood ear-
rying with it everywhcre devastation and ruin. !
| The Indians becae, in many cases, senmbly alive to the emls i
~which intemperance spread among them, They often made strict
| laws against the introduction of avdent spivits among them, and
_ they exccuted these laws with great rigidity.  The United States
“government likewise passed laws, prohibiting the salo of spirituouﬁ
liquors to the Indians, and many of its agents were anxious to
oxecute the laws faithifully. Ardent spirits were by these means!
kept from this and the other body of Indians for atime. It often
appeared as if intemperance had received a mortal bloy ; its ra-
vages for a time were stayed ; but it wonld again breal out with
renowed wnlence, blasting the fair hopes to which thelr reforma~
tion had given vise. It soemod 48 if nothing could long protect
them from the incessant and insidious arts of unprincipled traders.
Of late years, however, much has been effeeted among the Indiang
by temperance societies, These were established in connexion

with many of the missions, Notormu% drunkards were by means o

1 Rep. Board For, Miss. 1831, p. 160, & Rep. Board. For, Miss, 1847, p. 196




of them' refm-med whﬂe many othem o{‘ the Indmns we:
.ﬁrmed and preserved in their habits of sobricty.? 5

| The United States government appeared for ma,ny yea,rs rel!
i solved to pursue a just and humane policy in regard to the Indian

tribes, and was ready to afford its conntenance and aid to any"

 enlightened efforts for their improvement; but of late years, as
we have already had occasion to state, a change came pver its

.1 poliey; the Indiang were sacrificed to the cupidity of tho White
people,  The scheme for removing the Indians to the west was @ |

not iéonﬁned to the Chierokees and Choctaws; it was a general

measure applicable to the various tribes in the eastern States, or

. rather to the remains of them, for they were now, for the most A

part, but few in number.  Some of these tribes had already been
- removed from the country originally possessed by their fathers;
~and now they were roquired to remove again from the lands
- which had been granted to them in exchange for it, while, at the
. same time, new arrangements required to be made with some of
“the tribes who lived in the west, in order to make room fot those
“whom it was now proposed to remove from the east.  To the pro-
posals for removing them the various tribes were, for the most
_part, strongly opposed; and few things could have had a more
injurious influence as regarded their moral and social improves

~ment, They dashed, to a great degree, the hopes, which had -

been entertained of the evangelization and civilization of the In-

dians.  They affected oven their estimation of the missionaries.

The Indians became disaffected to White men gonerally, and diss
trusted all their professions of desire to do them good. ' They
thought themselves wronged, oppressed, and despoiled of thom‘_. '

 rights by the measures taken to obtain their lands. = Exercising

but little diserimination, ’shev charged what was done by one class

~of White men upon them all; and the missionary as well as the

agent of government became suspected of having sinister designs,
1t wag difficult to convince them that every American was not
fully aware of and accessory to all the policy, secret and avowed,
of hig government, %

1 Miss. Her, vol, xxyii. p. 457 vol. xli. p, 166.—Rep. Board For. Miss, 1852, p. 1569.
2 Tep. Board For, Miss, 1838, p. 136,

. The following statement of the aggregate quantity of Jand purchased from'the Indian
 tribes ¢ since tho establishment of the present federal government, and the amonnt paid



Bemdes, these meaaures for removmg the Indmns gveaxtly ch&

agitation, strife, and suspmon to which they gave rise, tfney Saw tha.t'_

hearwued and dsscoura.ged the missionaries. In the midst of the

in their preaching and in their schools, when the thoughts and i

feelings of those among whom they laboured ‘were immoveably

fixed on other subjects, they did but beat the air; and as they =

. knew ngt how long this state of things might Jast, their zoal was
“chilled ; there was no room for enterprize, and little mducememt

~to form plans or adopt any course of action which looked for= |
ward to future results, when they knew nnt how soon they mwht i

. be all broken up and frustrated.
- Under the malignant influence of these measures, the (,hwka- :
saw, Oreek, Osage, and Ottawa missions of the Board were bro-
ken up, and many of the other missions were deeply mmrud !
some of them for a series of years:! A
" The progress of Christianity and eivilization among the Imhan ;
tribes was subject to great alterations; it was often like the cloud
‘and sunshine of a summer’s day, There appears to be a want of
sta,blhty in the Indian character; they seem to be a fickle,
 changeable race-—to lack patience and perseverance, energy and
mdustry, foresight and providence; and hence they so often fail
of steady, continvous, lasting progress.  They would go on well
for a time ; the gospel would appear to be producing pood fruit
among them ; there would even be what were considerad A8 revi-
vals of veligion; temperance and other virtues would be flourish-
ing: busbandry would be advancing ; and they would be hecoming
every way more comfortable in their circumstances.  But after a
 time, religion would be on the decline ; nothing would be heard but
complaints of deadness and indifference ; mtumporance would be.
provailing ; eyerything, in short, would be going lnchwm*dﬂ. In

tharefor, with a statement of lands given in exchange,” was procured from t!w Indmn
department ab Wa,ahmgton in or aboub 18" 2 14—

Amount nf Number of - Value of

Pamec
| Ag-g;“}fei;’zd consideration in | aecres given in )| lands givenin | Where the lands given
; ' acquired money,goods,&e. | exchianga or | exchange at 13 ; ln e’qchangu lie

| given for them. reserved. dollar per acre.

kst ] i ' | Chiefly west of the |
481,644,448 35,274,877 62,728,927 71,041,’5"23 Mississippiand
; : _ Mlssourl :

e g, Em*. vo] x“lvm p 278 o

_1'Reﬁ. Board For, Miss. 1838, p. 138, .




Afew misswns has more dlsappmnbment béen expemnced- than i
_'-‘rthose among  the North American [ndians; it has almost seemed
. &g if nothing lasting could be effected with ‘them. Yot it would
: 'be unfair to attribute this entively to the want of stability in the:,
 Indian character. It is bug fair to take into account tho eireums
‘stances in which they were placed, and the temptations to which! "
they were exposed. It is searcely possible for persons hvmg i d
clvilized country to conceive the numerous and powerful tempta-
| tions by which they were assailed. The poor Indians were often
as much the objects of pity and qympmthy as of blame. |
The cireumstances of the missions among the Indians were ex-
Geedmgly perplesing to the Board, and they appear at' times 0 |
~ have been guite nonplussed in regard to them, at once greatly
. discouraged and at a loss how to proceed. With the view of ob:
‘taining light as to the best modes of operation, visits of inspectian
were repeatedly made by officers of the Board to the missionary
. stations among different tribes, and various changes and modifi-
cations of thmr plans were made from time to time. The eombi-
1 nation of systematic efforts for the civilization and cvangelization
of the Indians, was a leading feature in the missions of the Board,
~ particularly in the earlier a.nd more important missions. 16 Lo T
vonceived, that many of the attempts which had heretofore been
. made for the conversion of the Indians had failed, ov been suc=
cessful only temporarily, in consequence of measures for introdue- N
. ing among them the arts of eivilized life not having formed so pro-
minent a part of the scheme, or not having been so assiduously
proseeuted, as was desivable they should. ~ This plan of operation
required various elasses of agents, and accordingly the Board em-
- ployed missionaries, teachers, eatechists, feruale teachers, farmets, |
“and mechanics ; the Indians themselves, or the United States
government, contributing in many instances, in whole er in part,
for the support of the Bchonls and the farming establishments.
The combination of the two objects often involved the missionaries
-and teachers in secular duties, and interfored matetially with their
' labours for the religious instruction of the people. 1t also required
a numerous agency, and that of various classes of persons; but
_ wherever a large number of persons are associated ab one station,
4 ‘there is apt to be a want of harmony and of due subordination
' ,-?'mOHE them. 'The system on which the missions were originally
ivorn, nr, | - L




R estabhshed among the Indla,ns, dﬁea not. &pgam' te have. worked:
well.. The Board were! therefore led o rsdune the number of
- the agents at the prineipal statmns, and to mcrease the; uumber VTS
of the stations, placing the whole on g smaller seale ; and theugh
we are not aware that ib ever rimnged it oplmon as to the i impor-
tance of the civilization of the Indians; it came to the conclugion

. that this should be carried on by an agency dtstmﬁt from that

" employed for their evangelization, and that the setular cares of
. each station, even tha largost, should be as few and as slmple Ba

{ _posmble 0 5y
~ Much. was originally ex pected fmm boardmg-schools, but thay..-_ b

i tot realize the expectations which were formed of them.

- They were very expensive, and involved an amount of labour and
care boyond what any one could conceive who had not made the
experiment ; and, after all, they were attended with much disap-
pointwent. It was very difficuls, especially among the wore

. uneivilized tribes, to know what to do with the puptle when they

' bad finighed their education and had to leave the school. = If they

~ returned to their parents’ houses and lived among their country-
men, nearly all the good effects of their education were almost
inevitably lost, They could bardly avoid hecoming wandering
hunters and wnmm g, and being again immersed. in shony kind Of '
vice.

quappomted in a great degiee mth the boarding estubhsh— :
ments, and even with large schools at the principal stations, the
missionaries formed gmall schools in distriets or villages, though
these would often be attended by not more than ﬁfteen or tw cnty

" seholars. |

. At first the objeet appeara to have been to communicate mstruc—. '

tion in the schools through the medium of the English language,
with tha view, perhaps, of moulding the character and habits of

the scholars after the Iinglish fashion, and of mtroducmg them to

the treasures of knowledge which are to be found in English lite-

rature; bub afterwards it was judged necessary to teach them

their own language, as being the only effectual way of communi-
catmg cloar ideas to the mass of any population. Some of the

. missionaries, after having made the experiment for many years,
~ gave it as their decided opinion, that the plan of teaching Indian

children in the Enghah language was productwe of very ht.tle;




good Thex'e were cases, howavcr, in whmh they ta,ught them;
. both their own I.a.nglmge and the English. -
' Among ‘the Ojibwas, the experience of the teachers Iad them to' i
adupt, t0 a considerable extent, the method of teaching commonly
employed in infant schools.  Not only very young children, but
youths, and even adu]ts a,monw hntutored Indians, are so unac )
customed to all purely mte]lectua.l effort, that they acquire knows
i Jedaer siowly when communicated in the ordinary methods, and
. feel little interest in it even though presented in the simplest
B Ila.ngua,ge, and accompamed with the most familiar illusteations, '
' 'while their attention is at once riveted by the exhibition of
. pictures, maps, and othor objects which appeal to the senses;
© Besides a variety of works, as we have a.lready mentioned, in
the Cherokee and Choctaw languages, the missionaries prepared
and printed books, clueﬂy of an elementary nature, ov portions of <
 the New Testament, in the Abenaquis, Seneca, Ojibwa, Sioux,
Pawnee, Creck, Osage, Nez Perces, and Flathead Indign lan-' [0
guages, in most of which no books had ever before been prmted b
most of them, indeed, had nob so much as been reduced fo wmt—_”
) mg 1 : . .

. SECT. VIL—GREEGE, F
Ix June 1828, the Rev. Jomas ng smled for Grcece, with the ,
view of assisting in the distribution of ¢ wugphe:a which were seng
from the United States, for the relief of the distressed inbabit-
 ants of that country, and of promoting meagures for the spread *
. among them of evangelical truth, by the estabhshment of sehools, |
. and the circulation of the Holy Scriptures and religions tracts.
That country had Ia!;ely, after a severe and bloody struggle, be
eome independent of Turkey ; and in eonsequence of its many
classical associations, a deep interest was felt in the infant repub-
lic t.hroughout the civilized world, and perhaps nowhere was i
greater than in the United States of America. On arriving in
Greece, Mr King was very favoumbly recewed by Capo d’lstrlas,

1 Ryarts's Mem. pp. 121 172, 197, 236, 244, 264, —Re.-p Bua.rcl For, Mlsa 1824, pp.
45 169.~—Ibid. 1827, p. 184.-41hid, 1828, pp. 64, 66.~—1bid, 1830, p. 98, —-—Ibld. 1832,
L pp. 9y 166.~-Ibid, 1833, pp. 123/ 126.—Ibid. 1884, p. 127.—-Ibid, 1836, p‘ 134, -~Fur Ml
- Miss, Chron. of Western Fur Misg: Soc, vol. jii. pp. 7, 41, : A




 the Prosident, who -’&ﬁ]:iéa.r@fl,,'tdéntéfﬁf{-iﬁ" la,rgeand liberal views
on the subject of education. 'Lhe inquiries for books, especially

for the New Testament, wero vory numerous.  The young and
' :the'._old, priests as well as othérs; and even whole schools, ‘came 10, i
him to be supplied with them.  Thero also appeaved great en-

b couragement to establish schools, e opened a school for females

in the isle of Tinos, and he subsequently proceeded to Athens,

#nd commenced several schools; but, ‘after some time, the num- |

. ber was reduced to two, which, however, were of :_t._'ix'_i-g.}i"_'cllara;g— ot
\ ter; the one was called the Elementary school, the other the =
Byangelieal gymnasinm. He had also Grock services on the Sab-

" bath, which were attended by from 15 to 120 persons 3 and he

endeayoured, by making frequent tours throuch the adjacent
. country and islands, to circulate the Holy Scriptures and roli-
. gious tracts, to furnish books to schools, and to promote the cause |
. of education genorally.* - il
. In August 1833, soon after the establishment of Groece intoa

| kingdom, aroyal decree was issued, consisting of a number of

apticles for the ecclesiastical government of the country, By
this deeree, * the Orthodox Eastern Apostolical Church” was
represented as ¢ acknowledging no other head in spiritual things
than the Founder of the Christian faith, our Lord and Savioutr

Jesus Christ, but in respect to government, as having for its
‘chief, the King of Greece, and being free and independent of
‘evety other power;” in fact, it was completely subjected to the
il and anthority of the civil government of the country. The
highest ecolesiastical authority was vested under the control of
the king, in a permanent council, named the Holy Council of the
Kingdom of Greece; but the government had the right to take
cognizance of all matters under the consideration of the eouncil;
and before obtaining the approbation of government, the council
could not publish or enforce any of its decisions. Though all
other veligions were tolerated, proselytism from the Greek Church
_ was expressly prohibited. The first article in the constitution of
| Greece was as follows -~ Tho provailing veligion in' Greeco is |

' that of the Eastern Orthodox Church of Christ ; but every other
| 101 Migs: Her. vol, xxiv. pp. 928, 304 ; vol. xxv, p. 193 ‘Wi..lrﬁ'.‘]__)p..kfll,. 62'.;.
Wi 17*01; 2xxwii. P 346..; yol. X%, p- %37.~jRe1)._Board For. Misa, 1888, b, 3_5.-,»-1‘?1&_;;3341
e ot ; (e G




,known rehglon is tolemmd, and tho ntes of n;s warshlp are to he
- exeroised without hmdmnee, under the protection of the law i
. proselytism, and every other interference with the prevailing 1o
o ligion, hemg inhibited.” And in this new ecclesiastical constitu-
~ tion was found the followmg article :— The council will watch-_'_l. |

Tastern Church, and especially over the contents of books de- 7!
signed for the use of youth, and of the clergy, and treating of
 religious subjects; and whenever it shall be positively assured
tha.t any man whatover is endeavouring to disturb the Church
. of the kingdom by false doctrine, by proselyting, or by any
~other means, it shall call upon the secular power to apply a
remedy fo the evil, according to the civil laws.” This article is
50 pointedly expressed, that there appears reason to conclude

 sionaries in Greece. Certain restrictions were shortly after laid
on schools, and on the circulation of books. No one was allowed to
preach without a diploma from tho government.  Catalogues were
. required of books which were in deposit for sale or d1=.:tr1but10n, _

and a liconce for circulating them had to be obtained from the

‘over the diligént preservation of tho doctrines professed by the

 that it was deawn up with special reference to the labours of mis-

minister of the interior; nor did he feel ‘at liberty to give a

i oenel'a.l'licence for the whole kingdom, but a special licence was

necessary for each district where the sale or dlstllbutlou mlght G

take place.t :
In April 1885, the 11 oly Council, with the a,ppr'obsmtton of the
goyernment, issued a proclamation, declaring the Translation of
‘the Seventy to be the canonical translation of the Old Testa-
ment, and appointing it to be read in churches, and also for the

- far as related to their religious instruction; and disapproving, for
the above-mentioned purposes, of every other translation, whether
from the Hebrew, or from any other language, declaring it un-
seanonical and inadmissible in the Fastern Church.  Thus, the
Holy Council appointed for general use a translation of the Old
Testament in a dead language which comparatively few understood,
and laid its interdict on any version into modern Greek which
\the people might understand ; thug shewing how similar, in prin-

1 Miss. Her. vol. xxx. pp. 184, 442 ; yol. xxxv. p. 268.—Rep. Board For, Miss. 1884,
. 41.~Miss, Reg. 1845, p. 83,

use of the clergy, of the youth, and of the people in general, so



. 'c]ple and spmt, is tbe Greek Church to the Clmrch of Rome .
The cireumstanes which called forth the decres was probably the :
‘printing and circulation of some portions of the Old Testament, |
translated from the original Tlebrew into modern Greek; and

the known fuct that the whole of the Old Testament was then in

' the course of translation, and might soon be printed.t

 The government still appeared decidedly frlendly, and the- i

i minister of tlic interior gave Mr King, and his fellow-missionary =
My Riggs, a general licence to distribute books in all the villages

 of Greece (but, for the chief towns of the provinces, it was still
' necessary to obtain permission from the Nomarchs), though this
- had been refused two years before, immediately on the passing

of the Jaw on that subject. Notwithstanding the unfriendly feel-

" ings of the priesthood, they sold and distributed vast mumbers

of the New Testament in modern Greek, and portions of the
. Old Testament, and numerous school-books and religious tracts,
Meanwhile, however, the priestly leaven was working among the
populace ; and their jealousy and hostility toward missionaries
generally were excited in a high degree.? |
' In'18837, Messrs Hougton and Leyburn proceeded into Mane, a

district of ancient Sparta, towards the extromity of the peninsula,
a wild and rugged, yet interesting region, with the view of estab-
lishing schools in' that quarter. Here they met with a most
cordial welcome. They established a Hellenic school at Areo-
polis, of rather a high order in respect of the studies pursued in
it. Among the books used in it was the catechism of the Greek
Chureh, which, My Houston says, contains a most excellent sum-
mary of Christian doctrines. They hesitated much before they
consented to introduce it into the school, on account of the few
pages which contain error; but they at last agreed to do so, as
their circumstances appeared to render this necessary : but it was
on the condition, that the t.eacher 3hould explicitly inform the

8 Mma Her vol. xxxii. pp. 56, 101.-~Rep. Bib. Sos. 18386, p. 41. Lo

In 1844 the Greek Patriarch at Constantinople also addressed a cmlar t-o all bis
bishops, commanding them to'take good heed that this translation of the Old '.'l‘esta.ment
from the original Hehraw be neither sold, nor bonght, nor read in their dioceses, as not
heing received by the Church; nor anykind of corrupt books, that the people maynot be
corrupted in their puhtm, thelr religion, and their morale,—Miss. Her. vol, xli. p. &1.
% Miss. Her. vol. xxxii. pp. 102, 227, 421.—Rep. Board For, Miss, 1836, P .40, ~Thid.
' 1837, p. 46.~1Ibid, 1838, p, 62.—1Ibid. 1844, p. 96,



; scholfws tha.t they d1d not beheve thef anectlonahle pomts, nd gIVB:-'_' [

the reasons for their disbelief of them. They could in this way | |
bring many important truths to bear upon the minds of the
scholars, with all the authoriby of the Orthodox Eastern Chureh,

and which are altogether at variance with their practice ; and they
could in no other way so distinctly, yet so inoffensively, declare

their disbelief of prevailing errors, But their enemies at the .'
capital prevented them from getting a licence from the govern- |

ment to circulate books, and also from obtaining a suitable tuacher
for a Lancasterian school. A teacher, however, was at length
obtained from government, and there was quickly a numerous
school 1 - Lige?

In 1841, a clroulal was issued by the government, ordermg
the eatechism in uso in the Greek Church to be taught in the
Hellenic schools throughout the kingdom. = Whether this was tho
same catechism as was previously introduced info the schoel at
Areopolis, does not appear ; but if it was, it would appear as if it
had been discontinued, When this order was communicated to
My Leyburn, he did not feel that he could consclentlously teach
the catechism in his school, as it contained various unseriptural
'dogma,s such as the worship of pictures, the invocation of saints,
baptismal regeneration, transubstantiation, auricular confession,
and other gross errors on the subject of justification ; and though
the government yielded the matter so far, as not to require the
catechism to be taught in the school of the mission, but offered to
send a catechist to teach it to the scholars in a neighbouring
-church, yet it was on the condition that no religious instruction

_ should be communicated, and not even the gospel expounded in

the school. = It was alleged, that. if the Scriptures were taught in
the school, and the catechism out of it, this would produce con-
fusion ; that the scholars would be neither Greeks nor Protestants, -
but would despise all religion ; that the Scriptures were the cause
« of the rise of so many sects, and that it was necessary to teach
religion as it is in the catechism, so as to avoid this evil, and to
preserve the unity of the faith ; that, in matters of fauth, men
must be taught to believe, not to examine. In consequence of
these measures, Mr Leyburn began fo take measures for closing .
his schools ; but in this he only anticipated a little a communica-
! Miss, Her, vol, xxxiii, p, 4563 ; vol. xxxv. p. 263 ; vol, xxxvi. pp, 187, 214,



~ granted to the missionaries to establish sehools in Laconia, and

__ dlrectmg measures to be taken for the continuance of the sohools-. i
at the public expense. Thus the station at Areopolm was brought.- i
toaclose.l i
In 1845, great excxtement was raised agamst Mr ng, who-
. was now the only missionary of the Board in Greece, arising ont.
. of an alleged attempt at proselytism while he was at Smyrna the
. preceding autumn ; and the original accusation was soon followed
by the charge, that he had spoken impiously and injuriously of
- the Virgin Mary. He defended himself from this charge in one

~ of the newspapers printed at Athens; and he afterwards pub-

lished a full defence of his views regarding the Virgin Mary, tran-.
- substantiation, images, and pictures, in which he quoted largely
~ from Epiphanius, Chrysostom, Irvenmus, Clemens, and others
~of the Fathers, who are held in the highest veneration by the
. Greeks, shewing that they held the same sentiments as he had
taught. = Besides being distributed more generally, copies of this
work were sent to all the professors in-ihe university, the sena-
tors of the nation, the ministers of state, the members of the
holy council, and to many other distinguished persons both in
Greece and in Turkey. It produced a powerful sensation. Seve-
ral persons of distinction who read it, spoke decidedly in its fayour.
Some declared their conviction that the Virgin Mary ought not
to be worshipped. The hostility of others was excited to 4 great
height.  The Greek Synod addressed a cirenlar “ To all devout
‘and orthodox Christians in the Greek commonwealth,” in which it
‘ excommunicated, as blasphemous and impious, the Defence of
the Calvinist and Nestorian Jonag King, and prohibited to every

" orthodox Christian the reading of it, and called upon one and all

to deliver it xmmedmtely to the fire. It prohibited, from thence-
forth, all and every kind of connexion with this most impious
‘heretic;” ordered  that no ono mway salute or greet him on the
‘street, or enter into his dwelling, or eat or drink with him,”
“And,” it added, ‘ whosoever shall transgress and disobey this
ecelesiastical command will be regarded as a follower of his |
heresy, a follower of Nestorius, a reviler of the immaculate and
~our highly blessed lady, the Mother of God, and ever Virgin

' * Miss. Her, vol. xxxviii, p. 140; vol. xxxix. p. 82, e

':' tmn fr ‘m ﬂm governmem; mthdramng t}w Heence orlg‘lna.ll:f il




the @reck churches of Constantinople; it appears to have been

read likewise in the echurches of Crete, and it would probably be
read in all the Gresk churches in the East, so that the whole’
Oriental Orthodox Greek Church was set in battle array against

him, The holy synod at Athens, not content with excommuni-

oa.ting_ him, demanded that he should be prosecuted by the’
government. ' The case went against him in three successive

trials, the last of which was before the Aveopagus, or highest
court of appeal. The effect of these judgments was to declare the
offences alleged against him to be criminal in law, and to refer the

case for tuial, as to the truth of the charges and the punishment
to be inflicted, to the criminal court, which was to sit at Syra. On.

proceeding thithor, he found the populace so incensed agains

him, that he would be in imminent danger of bis life if he should
land. By the advice of his lawyers he therefore returned to
Athens, as it was in his power to have his trial put off. Evenin
that city, however, he was not safes - It was reported that a num-
ber of persons had combined together to kill him ; and in conse-

quence of this he did not venture for several weeks beyond the
precinets of hig own dwelling. - Everything he heard from friends

shewed that it would be quite unsafe for him to go into the streets,

The newspapers of Athens poured forth the most virulent abuse

upon him, and held him up to the execration of the people.t Ten

A

1 The following article in the Morning Herald, August 4, 1846, is a specimen of the

ia.t_.ﬁmks made npon bim in the newspapers ;— y

“ rHY HORBIBLE KING, ™

 King, most appropriately called by the Hope (anoﬁhei newspaper), ‘apostle of

the devil "—an infernal vomit of America—wanted bub little of being stoned by the
people of Syra, where this vassal of Satan-—the reviler of our most holy Mother of Cod
—swent to be judged by the judges of eriminals, because he reviled, both in gpeech and
in libels, our orthodux faith.

“ We have seen many anti-Christian monsters and mad heretics, bat such an one as
Jonas King, vomited out, not from a whale, by a holy miracle, but from the lowest

region of hell, by a diabolic energy, upon the illnstrions goil of Greece, we have nofag |

yeb seen ; and patience, had such a monstrous beast come out of the fanatic abodes of
Papacy, and of anti-social Jesuitism, cmanating from it ; but that it should come out
of the liberal and tolerant America, this remains to s inesplicable ! And still xore

~ Mary, an enemy of the saints and of the holy images, and -
worthy of the communion of the body and blood of our Lord =
and God Jesus Christ.” A synodical writing or excommunication
- was also rvead against him and his blasphemous Defence in all




but he at length received a citation to appear before the criminal
‘eourt at Syra. He had supposed that should there be any trial it _
- would take place at Athens, not at Syra, where it could not be

" months, '=hqwe'v§r,\ pasée:d away 'ﬁtﬁnﬁt his heiﬁ'g put on his trial; i

- expected he would have a faiv trial. Subsequently, the king’s

~ attorney, through the interposition, it would appear; of powerful
 friends, recalled the citation; but the attacks on him in the news-
~ papers became more outrageous than ever, and the excitement of
 the people was at length so great, that a communication was mado
. to him from the king and his government, expressive of their

~ wish that he would take a short journey until the public mind
should be allayed; that in order to protect him there might be
bloodshed ; that if thingg should come to the worst, they might
feel obliged to order him away, which they did not wish to do,
as in that case, before he could return he must have a permif,
which it might be difficult to obtain, whereas if he went away
voluntarily, he could come back whenever he pleased. Undor
these circumstances he thought it his duty to go away for a sea-
son; and he accordingly sailed immediately for Corfu, whence he
proceeded to Geneva, where he was kindly and hospitably received
by the friends of religion. Though he left Greece in compliance
with the suggestions and wishes of the government, yet after his
departure, the prosecution was rencwed against him for the
alleged crime of proselytism, and an order was issued for his
arrost and imprisonment, in the hope probably of deterring him
from returning to the country. But after an absence of ten
months he did retarn, and though he renewed his labours, yet he
was not for a considerable time molested or interfered with in any
manner of way. A work by him in Greek, entitled, ¢ Exposi-
tion of an Apostolical Church,” which was printed at Cambridge
m New England, began at length to make some noise, and, it
appeared from the newspapers, had been prohibited by the Greek
hierarchy in Constantinople, Smyrna, and Salonica. He was af
length tried for having, in discoursing in his own house, atlacked
inexplicable appears to us the conduct of our government, which not only tolerates snch
& monster in onr guileless community, but has not hésitated to condemn both all the
people of Syra, and the Bishop of the Cyelades, for the sake of thix aborinable monster,

0 Coletti, Coletti | the days of charlatanry are passed, though you should yroteet

stch & wreteh,” &o.—AMiss, Her. vol, xlii, p. 363, M. Coletti, who was thus apostro-
phized, was then prime minister of Grecoe.



.the dogmﬂs, Ordmances, and tmstoms af the Eastem Orthodoxf |

Church, and expressed opinions and sentiments contrary in gene~
val to its basis and influence, and he was condemned to be im-
prisoned for fifteen days, and to be exiled from the kingdom |

of (ireece. He was considered even by distinguished Greek
lawyers, and by the more enlightened portion of the public press,
as having had a very unfair trial, and as being most unjustly con-
demned, as what he had done was not illegal by the laws of G¥eccs,
as they grant toleration to all l'ellgIOIlS ; and he had merely
expounded the gospel according to the views of the Protestant
churches. His prosecutors also sought to bring against him a
charge of proselytism, which is against the laws of Greece, but
not being able to prove it, they dropped it for the present. Aec-
cording to his sentence he was put in prison; but being taken ill
of fever, he was removed to his own house, and there was placed
under a guard. The sentence of banishment, however, was not
carried into effect for the present, for what cause is not certainly
known.  The whole case having been brought before the Ameri-
can government, it took measures for having it investigated with
the view of ascertaining whether one of its citizens had been ille- -
gally treated by a government towards which it had ever sus-
tained the most friendly relations. The results of its proceedings
are not yet known; but in the meanwhile Dr King has continued
his preaching and other labours much as in former years, and has
miet with no interruption from any quarter.!

. In reflecting on the history of this and other missions in Greece,
it is impossible not to feel deep disappointment, especially whon
we think of the high expectations which were entertained of the
rise and progress of that country on its becoming an independent. -
kingdom. It was not, however, the hopes of the friends of mis-
sions only which were disappointed ; those of the politician, the
scholar, and the philanthropist, were equally frustrated,

1 Rop. Board For. Miss. 1845, p. 84.—1Ibid. 1846, p. 92.—Ibid. 1848, p. 180,—Ibid.
1849, p. 103.-—1bid. 1850, p. 96.-—Ibid. 1852, pp. 54, 56.-—1Ibid, 1358, p. 54— Miss, Her.
vol. xli, pp. 218, 893 ; vol. xlii. pp. 87, 805, 844 ; vol. xliii. pp. 285, 320, 857, 365 ; vol,
xliv. pp. 314, 368 ; vol. xlv. pp. 108, 404 ; vol. xlvii. pp, 154, 166, 402, 404 ; yol. xlviii,
pp. 185, 137, 177, 179, 238.



SEGT VIII M—SYRIA

IN Novpmber 1819 t.hl.. Rev. Pliny I' 131{ smd Lev1 Pa,rsons smled_ i
" for Smyrna, with the view of establishing a mission in Palestine.
. After arviving ab Smyrna, they visited the island of Scio, and
various parts of Asia Minor, par t:cu]arly the pla.ces where once

 flourighed tho Seven Churches of Asia. On their return, it war
. agreed, that while Mr Fisk should remain at Smyrna, atudwng W
. thenegessary languages, and making vesearches in the vicinity, Mr
. Parsons should proceed to Palestine, visit Jerusalem, and make

i mqmnes respecting the most eligible place for the estabhshment

Ay of a mission.

In December 1820, Mr Parsons sailed for Palestine ; and %ﬂvr
residing about three months in Jerusalem, he again embarked at

| Jaffa, to return to Smyrna. Having stopped at Syra, one of the

Uyolades, he was there attacked by fever, which brought him
near to the gates of death; and though he so far recovered his
strength as to reach Smyrna after an absence of twelve monthe,
1t was judged advigable that he should immediately sail for Egypt,
in the hopo that a voyage to a warmer climate might prove hene-
ficial to him. He and his colleague accordingly sailed for Alex-
andria.  His strength was now greatly reduced; yet no one
entertained any apprehension of immediate danger. One night
Mr Fisk proposed sitting up with him; but he insisted on his
going to bed, particularly as his servant always slept near hm,

and awoke at the least word or motion. His colleague, on bid-
ding him good night, wished that God would place ¢ underneath
him the everlasting arms” of his mercy ; to which he replied,
“ The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear
Him.” * These,” says Mr Fisk, * were the last words I ever
heard that beloved brother speak ; the last that I shall hear from
him, until I shall hear him speak in the language of immortality.
Twice while I slept he awoke, and, told his servant that he had
slept very quietly, and felt easy and well. -At half-past three
- the servant heard him speak or groan, and started up. Ie saw
something was the matter, and called me. I was by the bed-side
in o moment. O what a heart-rending moment was that! He
' 1 Memoir of the Rev. Pliny Fisk; pp: 93; 110,116,182,




gk gnspmg for breath umble to sppak and appareml ¥ insonsi-
ble to all around him. I stood by his side, and attempted to
rovive him, but in vain. I tried to commend his departing spirit
to that Redeemer on whom he had believed. T pressed his hand,
kissed his quivering lips; and spoke to him ; but he gave me no
answer, not even a look or a motion. He took no notice of me,
~ or of anything around him. His appointed time had arrvived.
' He continued to breathe till a quarter past four. Then the
' muscles of his face were knit together, as if he was in pain.. It i7A
 was the dying struggle. It was the dissolution of the last ties
 that united soul and body. It was the soul breakmg oft its last
. fetters.  His features then became placid again; his breath
~ stopped; his pulse ceaged to beat; his soul took its immortal
flight.
¢ After the f‘ust pang of separation, I stood pensive by the
aorpse, thinking of the scenes which were opemng to hlS view,

O what glories! O what glovies | {

e Iturned my thoughts to myself, and found my heart, sick and
faint.  But I bave not room to deseribe the emotions that agitated
my breast, To me the stroke seems almost insupportable.”t

- After Mr Parson’s death, Mr Fisk proceeded to Malta to meet
“the Rev. Mr Temple, who had come to his assistance ; and after
being usefully employed there for some months, he returned to =

- Egypt, accompanied by the Rev. Jonas King, and by Mr Joseph
Wolff, the well-known Jewish Missionary.? They travelled through

- Egypt, ascending the Nile as far as the ruins of ancient Thebes;
they afterwards crossed the desert which separates Egypt from

Palestine, and {ravelled through the Holy Land and Syria, visit=

. ing Jerusalem, Tyre and Sidon, Tripoli, Balbee, Damascus,
- Aleppo, Antioch, and many other interesting places. They had
hrought with them from Malta 2000 copies of the Holy Serip-

tures, in at least twelve different Jungnages, and great quantities
of tracts. Besides circulating these to the best adyantage, some-
times selling the copies of the Seriptures, sometimes giving them
away, they were frequently engaged in discussing religious sub-
1 Memoir of the Bev, Levi Parsons: American edition, 1830, pp. 296, 338, 344, 849,

352, 860.—Tisk’s Memuoir, pp. 153, 157, 164, 167, ;

2 My Temple brought a press with him, and it wag agreed that he should remain at

Ha}bn to stiperintend its operations, The printing establishment at Malta bad a com-
mon relabion to the varions missions which the Board established in the Mediterranean,




; Jeots with Jewa, Turks, CoPts, GTeeks, and Gathohes, It~ was,"._;_
‘however, no easy matter to converse or reason with them. P
- convict them of a direct and palpable contradiction did not at all
~embarrass them. They could shift their ground rocal or cons
| tradict what they had said ; give new meanings, or no maaqung'_'
to their words ; assert without proving; explain without under-
standing; admit a point, then deny it; talk on any sub;ect,
angwer any question; and amidst a mass of stupldity and non-
. sense, say some very shrewd things. 'l_h_ey were in general ever-
lasting talkers ; but serious or profound thought was unknown to

 them. ¢ In whatever way,” says Mr Figk, ¢ I come into con-

tact with the minds of men in this country, it seems like walking
among the scattored walls and fallen columns of its ancient cities.
All is confusion, desolation, and ruin.” Some, indeed, professed
to bie pleased with what they heard, and to believe that it was
all true; but no impression appeared to be made upon them.
“ We prove to them,” says he, *that to pray to saintsis i{lol&try.'- '
They admit it, and go and pray to saints. We prove to them
that Jesug Christ is the only mediator. They admit it, and go
and ask the Virgin Mary to intercede for them, We prove fo
them that confession of sin should be made to God, and not to
the priest, and that God only can grant pardon, They say this
is true, and go and confess to the priest, and get him to ahsolve
them.  We prove to them that God has forbidden the use of
pictures and images in his worship.  They profess to be convinced,
and go and kiss the pictures, and bow before the images.”?1
When Messrs Figk and King were at Jaffa, some singular re-
ports were circulated concerning them among hoth Chrigtians
and Mussulmans. It was said that they induced their people to
embrace their religion, and that each conversion cost ten piastres,
which the convert received, and which would always remain wiih
him however much he might spend. It was also reported that
they took the portrait of every convert, and that, should he after-
wards apostatize, if they shot the picture, the apostate would dxe. b

1 Tisk's Memoirs, pp. 188, 186, 210, 218, 228, £33, 243, 288, 807, 847, 361.+

# It is a curious fact that there was a smular report in Switzerland mnwmmg tliﬁ' '

missionaries of the Basle Evangelical Society. = It was customary to fake their portraits

before they went away, and to hang them up in the mission seminary. There was o
considerable collection of them; snd it was said, that if any one proverl unfaithful they
shot his picture with s gan, and that he fz1l down dead that instant in whatever part of




FORFIGN MISSIONS.
" The man in whose house they lodged said to them one day, that
 a Moslem told him that he understood they hired peaple to wor- i
ship the devil, and asked if it were true, saying that if it was hei
~ would come and join the company, and bring a hundred others
with him.  * What! would you worship the devil?” said Signor
Damiani, the English Coneul. « Yes, for the sake of money,”
" answered the Moslem. By some it was said that they bad caused
a great shaking in the city, meaning by this a moral commotion,
and it was reported they bad actually caused an earthqualke, and
that the great earthquake of Aleppo was to be attributed to their
influence.t i ' g
~ On oceasion of one of Mr Fisk’s visits to Jerusalem, he and
Mr Bird, who had lately joined him, were arrested and taken
before the moolah or judge, and afterwards before the governor,
under an accusation by the Roman Catholics that the books which
they cireulated were neither Christian, Jewish, nor Mussulman
books. A proclamation was made, that whoever had received i
books from them must deliver them up to the judge, and that
nobody should hereafter receive any from them under painief o
imprisonment ; that they were books which might not be read in
the mosque or in the synagogue, in the church, or anywhere else. =
After a variety of vexatious proceedings, the missionaries werg Ul
libevated,  The governor found they had gone too far, and threw
the blame on the judge; all the parties scemed to regret that s
they had meddled with them, and a general impression appeared A
to be made, that persons under English protection were not to be e
trifled with.? - St
In November 1823, the Rev. Messrs Bird and Goodell arrived
at Beirut on the coast of Syria, which henceforth became the
head-quarters of the mission. Here, and in the neighbouring
' mountains of Lebanon, there was a very varied population among
which to labour-—Christians of different denominations, Greeks,
menians, Romanists, the latter chiefly Maronites and Greek s
holics, Mahommedans, and Druses.! The missionaries did not

vld ho might happen fo be. This was told the avthor, nesrly thirty years ago, by
ngel, thon one of the teachers in the Basle Missionary Institution. The story 4
pictures was told many years after of the missionaries at Constantinople, and that A
bres at Trebizond in Asia Minor,—Miss, Her, vol, xsxviil. p. 447 ; vol. xli, p.

femoirs, p. 859, 2 Ibid. p. 528, 2 Rep. Board For. Miss. 1824, p. 123,




 they ma}de freqnent |ourneys th'ruugh Palesbmean Syr P

el sprea.d everywhere, and among all cla.sses of the papulatmn,
 the knowledgo of the gospel.2 U
. In Qetober 1825, Mr Fisk dwd a.t Balrut whlthar he had cum i

a few months before, after hamng been hravelhng about from p]ace 1

| tu place for upwards of two years, To do justice to s character

isno easy task. Few men have possessed such a rare combination

- of missionary qualifications. Of his piety and devotedness, the Sl

lowing extract from one of his letters gives a pleasing ides s

%1 often long,” says he, «for the society of dear Christian friends

i Amerma. I long to be with them in their domestic and social
""._cn'clos, in their prayer meetings, oun the ho!y Sabbath, at the

Lord’s table, and more partioularly at their missionary meetings;

. but though banished from them all, T am gcnermlly far from be-

. ing unhappy. My prevailing state of mind is cheerfulness rather

‘than the opposite. I am satisfied that happiness does not depend

i on external circumstances. With a contented mind, with a heart
' weaned from this world and fixed on heaven, with an earnest and

unidivided desirve to serve and obey our divine Lord, with no inter~
est of our own to prowote, with a clear view of the Divine govern-
‘ment, and with a lively faith in the Redeemer, we are happy,
though our food be only bread and water, and our dwelling &
dungeon or a desert. Without these, in some good degree ab
least, we are uneasy and unhappy, though we may ‘be clothed in
royal apparel, fare gumptuously every day, live in a palace, and
have all the outward means of enjoyment that the world can
afford. It is not this earth—it is not temporal comforts—it is
not science and refinement—it is not even friends—that can give
contentment to an immortal mind. It is God himself who has
created our minds capable of enjoying His love and fayour—it is
communion with Him through Jesus Christ. In proportion as
wo enjoy thig, the soul is filled and satisfied. - In proportion as

1 Tt s eurious to remark how generally the religious worship of the comniriey are

' the Mediterranean is conducted in a language which the people do not nnders
that of the Romish Chareh, in Latin; of the Greek, in ancient Greek ; of bhe_

in ancient Armenian ; of the Coptie, in Coptie; of the Syrians and Msn:o ites, in

of the Jews, in He’braw and of the Mahommedans, in Arabic, In most

on people of these daﬂ‘erent. seots kuow about as little of the \

. religious service is conducted, as the people of Ens'!nnd know of ld

vol. xx. p. 342, '
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- _-_seek happmoss n other thmgs, it is loft vo:d—-——the aub,]ect of bltter i
digappointment.”  Parsons and Fisk « were lovely in thelr liv es, jikic

and in their death they were not long divided.”
The missionaries met with great and determined host:hty from

the ecelesiastics of the different Catholic sects in Syria, especially |

from the Patriarch of the Maronites, _who resided at Kanobin, in
the mountains of Lebanon, about fifty miles from Beirvat. He

appeared determined to root them out of the country, and at

times it almost seemed as if he would accomplish his purpose.
He issued an order to all his children of the Maronite community,
of every vank and condition, whether ecclesiastics or laymen, that
no one should possess the books circulated by the missionaries,

nor buy them, nor sell them, nor give them to others, nor look

into them, nor read them, from any motive or cause whatsoever ;
that all who possessed such books should burn them, or bring

them to him at Ka,nobm that no one should associate with them _

in spiritual things, by being present at their prayers, hearing
their exhortations, or hold discourse with them in regard to things
pertaining to religion, or study in their schools; that whosoover
should neglect to obey, or should act contrary to this order, if he
were an ecclesiastic, he declared that, by so doing, he was pro-
hibited from the exercise of hiseffice, or, it he were a layman, that

he fell under excommunication. Letters or orders of a similar kind

he sent forth from time to time, whenever there appeared to be
any occasion for them. Excommunication was aweapon whicli hie

had always at hand, and he was not slow to wield it against such .
of the people as any way served or assisted the missionaries, or

who attended on their instructions. These denunciations could
not fail to have a powerful influence on an ignorant, superstitious,
bigoted people. The schools of the missionaries were more thanonce

. mearly broken up, in consequence of the opposition which was made

tothem. Yet there were numbers even of the Maronites who did
not much regard the anathemas of their patriarch, his tyranny and
oppression having destroyed their respect and reverence for him.*

1 Higk’s Memoirs, pp. 201, %96, 863, 878,

2 Miss. Her, vol, xxi, p. 877 ; vol. xxiii, p. 207; vol. xxxiii. p. 445 ; vol, xxxviil. p,
id.—Rep. Board For. Miss. 1827, p. 60.
. To set at nought the falminations of the patriarch, mugt have required some encryy
of nind, as the following story will shew :—

A sheik, named Latoof, having granted My Bird a house at Ehden, in the moun-

'YOL. 111 M




Of thﬂ hosnhty of tha pa,tmm'eha wo. ha,ve a wl'.rlkmg Bmmple.- '
'm the story of Assaad Shidiak, a Maronite, of about thmty yoars

* of age, who was engaged in the service of the missionaries, and

" had become an earnest inquirer after truth. The patriarch threat-
~ ened him with excommunication, unless he gave up all connexion
~ with them ; and, in subsequent interviews with him, he soug-;ht to
gain him over, sometimes by professions of love and fair promiges,
at other times by threats. ~His mother, brothers, and other rela-
tives also came to him to persuade him to leave the missionaries,
 and thus save the family from the shame of his renouncing the_
- religion of his fathers, and joining himself to foreigners. Having
been prevailed on to go home, he was seized by twenty or more
- of his relatives, and delivered up to the patriarch, by whose
‘orders he was removed to his convent at Kanobin, Theve he was
pub in confinement, was frequently beaten, and, having made an
unsuccessful attempt to escape, he had a heavy chain put around

taing of Lebanon, to reside 'in during the hot summer months, a priest appeaved
the following day, and read a paper excommunicating him and his family,  The
patriarch also issued the following proclamation, which might well make a atout heart-
quake -

¢ Proclamation to all our children; the poople of the villages of Ehden and Zgarta §
and to all our children, the inhabitants of the distrviet of Gibbet, Bsharry, clergy snd
laity, rulers and subjects, nniversally :

€ MThat we have knowledge of the infernal hardihood, to which the unhappy, wratehed
Latoof K1 Aghi and his song have arvived, in having dared fo asgociate themselves with
that deceived man and deceiver of men, Bird, tlie Bible-man, They aid hin in bis ob-
ject, and have brought him to Khden, against the sgevere prohibitions which we had
before iseued, threatoning every vne who opposed our orders with immediate excommu-
nication,  We therefore make known to all, thut those 'sons of wickedness, Latoof Kl
Ashi and his song, together with all the rest of his family, both male and femals, ex-
cept domestics, have fallen under the heavier excommunication ; and now by the word
of the Liord, which iy almighty, confirm upon them this excommunication, They are,
therefore, acoursed, ‘out off from all Christian comwunion ; and lot the curse envelop
them as a robe-—and spread through all theix members Iike vil--and break them in
pieces like a pobter's vessel—and wither them like the fig-tree, curged by the moutl of
the Lord himself: And leb the evil angel rulg over them, to fovment ' thém day
and night—asleep and awake—and in whatever ¢ircumsbances they may be found.
We permit no one to visit them, or employ them, or do them a favour, or give
them a salutation, or converse with them in any form ; but let them be avoided as
a putrid member, snd as hellish dragons, Beware! yea, beware of the’ wrath'bf
God 17 :

Such is a specimen of the spiritual despotism which has been mtmduuﬂl mto tﬁe -
Ancient Churches. Sheik Latoof expressed at first great’ contempt for the pamsa'ﬂhs
éxcommunication ; but he was afterwards gla,d 0 ymld.——ulfm. Her, vol. xxnr. pp. 808,
370, 874, :



~ his neck, Whlch Was fastened 46 the ather end inba the wall . His
il -suﬂ’enngs were, aftor some time, much mitigated ; but all attempta

 to prootre his reloaso proved vain. Many falso reports were
W"“I"’ted concerning him, sometimes that he was mad, someﬁmes.

that he was dead. What became of him was never known ; there
was, however, reason to donclude that he was dead many Years
ago, though how his death happened was not ascertained.

wag hopad, however, that, amidst all his sufferings, he rema,med
_atea.dtast in his adherence to the gospel. !

Tn May 1828, Messrs Bird, Goodell, and Smith, left Belrnt _

' and proceeded to Malta, on account of the prospect there was of
- war between Turkey and the allied powers, England, France,
and Russia, arising out of the affaire of Greece, which had lately

rison to throw off the Turkish yoke; and the dangers to which

they would be oxposed in the event of hostilities taking place,
especially as the nglish consul, under whose protection they
. were, had left the country; but two years afterwards, peace
being restored, Mr Bird, accompanied by Mr Whiting, returned
to renew the mission. "Smrcbly had they arrived at Beirut
when the old hostility of the Romanists broke forth against
them. Next day was the feast of the Ascension, and the Maro-

nites having, according to custom, assembled in the morning to

celebrate mass, the priests ombraced the oppnrtmnty of announc-
ing tothe congregatmn “ that the Bible-men, that is, the followers

of the devil,” had again made their appearance, and commanding

their pepple to have no intercourse with them, or with any per-
sons conuected with them, under pain of the heaviest curse of the

Church. Similar curses were denounced on the next Sabbath

morning at the church of the Papal Greeks. The orthodox: or
_proper Groeks were, as they had hitherto been, friendly and
courteous, and were ready to converse with them, and to read
the Scriptures ; but afterwards, the Greek Church also became
violently opposed fo missionary operations, particularly to the
schools. The parents were threatened with excommunication if
they did not withdraw their children from them.?

.1 Miss, Her. vol. xxiii, pp. 71, 97, 129, 172, 268 ; vol. xxvii, p. 210 ; vol. xxix. -
- 28, 5b.-~Rep. Board For. Miss, 1828, p, 40.
% Miss. Her, vol. xxiv. p. 345; vol. xxvi. p. 873 ; vol. xxvii. pp. 14, 147, 208 ; vol
xxxv, p. 404.—Rep. Board For, MISS 1837, p. 61.




rnommrrow or cums*n_ mr e S

The mission could ot fai! to be maf»ermlly aﬁ'ectad by the étafe

of warfare in which 'Syria was involved for a number of years.
. First of all, there was the invasion of the country by the forces
~of Mahomed Al the wiceroy of Egypt, under the eomma.*nd

of hig son Ibrahim Pachaj; and though he quickly overran i,
yet it was long kept in & very agitated state, by repeated insur-
. rections of the people. - The allied powers at length interfered,

to restore the country to Turkey. War once more swept along
its coasts. Beirut was twice bomburded by the combined fleet of

- the allies, and the missionaries retired from that place, part of
. them to Jerusalem, and part to the island of Cyprus. The Bgyp-
tiang having been completely defeated, the country was réstored
to its old masters the Turks. The mission was nevor in greater
danger than at the conclusion of the war. 'The Maronite patriarch
hoped to domineer -over the whole ‘of Lebanon, and to expel the
missionaries from the country. His intrigues had drawn from

‘the Turkish government a declaration to the American resident
‘minister, that they would not be protected by the Porte; and
from the minister another declaration, under a mistaken appre-

hension of the extent of his official duty, that he had no poweér

to protect them. The restoration of the country o Turkey was

followed by hostilitios between the Dhruzes and the Maronites, in
the southern part of Lebanon, where they formed a mixed popu~
lation. They burned and plundered the villages and houses of
© each other. Searcely a village or a house, cither Druze or Ma-
ronite, was left, and the district, which was one of the finest and
most populous in Lebanon, was rendered a complete desolation.
Though the Maronites were by much the rost numerous, they
were entirely defeated.  The power of the patriarch was vow
broken; he sunk under his disappointments, and died, Ieavmg
the mission nothing more to dread from him.! ' :

1 Misg,' Her. yol. xxxvii. p. 603 vob xxxviil. pp. 120, 196 vol. x1i. pp. 283, 319
842, 348, 307.—Rep. Board For, Miss, 1842, p. 124, «Ihid "1845, ;5505 gl
“ Wax,” say the missionaries, ‘‘ never, perhaps, assumes 4 more dreadful aspeet
than in suph gocial, nm&hbour}:mxl conflicts as the one we nre descnbmg The cotbat-
ants ary peraonally known to each other, and have private and personal injuries and
 insults to revenge. Nor is there any of that parade and pormp which fascinate and hlind
the mind to the inevitable horvers of human ‘butehery, even when ¢onducted mﬁdﬂrdmg
to the most scientifi¢ and fashionable'ralés of the arct, Here is no gay uniform--no
' martial music—uno glittering ranks of well-a ‘{pomtad infantry—no %bundmng s.rhllery
+no flying squadrons of oamlry rushing to the chm‘ge. i

L
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mal preaching to the natives was not attempted, partly under

~ the idea that such a measure would increaso the hostility and

' opposition of the ecclesiastical authorities, already as violent at
times as could well be sustained. Instead of preaching, catechetical |
exercises and meetings for the exposition of the Holy Scriptures
in Arabic were regularly held ; aud by means of them numbers
were from time to time instructed in the principles of Divine
trath. At length, it was thought advisable to make the experi«
ment of regular preaching. The services of the Sabbath were
wasordingly converted into a formal sermon, with appropriate
prayers; and experience now shewed that their previous fears
were without foundation. In fact, though the number of their
hearers was small, no branch of their labours met with less oppo-
sition.?

Though Beirut was the seat of the wmission, yet during the
hot months of summer, the migsionaries found it necessary to re-
tire from that place, and take up their residence in the neigh-
bouring mountains of Lebanon. = Though the preservation of
‘health was a chief reason for this, yet health was not the only
object which they had in view. In' no material way did they
cease their missionary labours; they only changed (he scene of
them. By these visits the missionaries were brought into ac<
quaintance with the numerous and varied population of the moun-
taing, and a knowledge of Divine truth was spread in regions

¢ At the fatal war-signal, every shepherd, farmer, or mechanio, every shopkeeper,
gheik, or emir, hurries o the fight, with a rickety gun on his shoulder, a pair of pistols
thrust through his girdle, an old sty sword, or a villainons-looking hanger Ly his
gide, and an ugly butcher-knife in its sheath, concealed in biz bosom. ' With savage
yells, he bussts into hig neighbour’s house, blows out his brains, or drives the eold dag-
ger through his heart, cuts off his head with his long knifs, and with his right hand,
red with gore, sets five to the house, and constimes whatever his plundering mpidity

" 'has not carried off.  If nompanics take refuge in castlog; palaces, or strong houses, and

cannot readily be reashed otherwige, the houses are fived from withount ; or if this is im-
possible, the roof is broken up, and fire thrown down upon the inmates from above. 1
the fight takes place inthe open eountry, it is carried on from behind stone walls, rocks,
and trees.  During the whole conflics, women and young girls carry water to the combat-
ants, and cheer them on by their shaill war-songs. At length one party gives way.
Then come the ohase and the slanghter, the trivmphant retarn, the plunder, and the
conflagration. Nor are the cases rave in which those whosurrender, on the most solemn
gnarantee of personal safety, are barbarously butchered in cold blood, Such is a faint
picture of social war in Lebanon,”~-3iss. Her. vol. x1i. p. 808,
2 Miss, Her. vol. xxxii. p. 414,

For several years after the commencement of the mission, for-




¢o have reached. One good rosult

"of their summer residence: in Lebanon was, that during the g
other parts of the year, nummbers of their acquaintances in ‘the '
‘mountains came to vyisit them at Beirut, conversed with them,
. and reccived books,t o L e R
' Among the inhabitants of the mountains, with whom thé;-a_m-is;- '
 sionaries gained an acquaintance, were the Druzes, a very singular
. set of people, who, though they profess to be Mahommedans, ave
. known to do so merely for political and worldly ends ; whose re- kol
_ ligion, so far ag they have any, is alkind of deism, mixed wp
* with fooleries and nonsense of their own. A service was held on
'the Sabbath specially for their instruction, which was attended il
. by a number of them. Greaf numbers of them came to Boirut
t6 visit the missionaries, and many of them, including some of
their gheiks, were anxious to be receivod into their sect; but,
though the missionaries rejoiced in these opportunities of eom-
municating religious instruction to them, they did not regwrd
‘any of them as ingenuous and serious inquirers. They didnot
i fact conceal the secular motives by which they were actuated, =
the hope of obtaining certain political imnmunities, and the pro-
teotion of England, if they became Protestant Christians. The
Drukes continued to throng the houses of the missionaries, until
& violent persecution which was raised against them cooled their
ardour,-and made them stop short in their course.* I
In February 1844, a party of about fifty meun came to Beirant i
from Hasbeiya, a town at the foot. of Mount Hermon, & consider- ‘
able number of the inhabitants of that place wishing to change
their religion. They belonged to the Groek Church; but, it did
not appear that they bad any particular dissatisfaction with the
religion, in which they had been brought up, or much knowledge
of that which they sought to adopt ; nor did they seem to know
whethér, in order to accomplish their object, they ought toapply
to ministers of the gospel or to consuls. They made loud comn
plamts of the oppressions of the local government, which were
. inereased by the combinations of the I¢aders of their sect with the
*_governor, and countenanced by the bishop residing in the place.

* which it: might not othorwi

' Miss, Hér, vol, xxxiii/ p. 446,

- 3 Wilson's Lands of the Bible, vol. i, P, 718.—~Miss. Her. vol. xxxil pp. 91, 4153
ol x¥ev. pp. 975, 877, 881, 408 ; vol. xxxviii. p. 562, '
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. Yrom these oppressions they imagined they would be relieved by
' changing their religion, . This, they supposed, would secure to
' them either freedom from taxation and from the Turkish law, or
. speeial countenance from Protestant consuls, or, at least, ontire
separation from the Greek community, which would enable them
to manage their own affairs independently of the leaders and
bishap who had contributed to their oppression. Mr Smith, one -
~of the missionaries, endeavoured fto discountenance entirely all -
| their political expectations, and in this view of the matter they
soon acquiesced, bub they said they could never return to thec i
‘Greek Chureh ; and they earnestly begged that some one might
go back with them and instruct them. Visits were afterwards
paid to the Hasbeiyans, both by native assistants and by the
 missionaries, and it was gratifying to see the interest with which
they listened to the instructions which were given them, and the
progress which they made in religious knowledge, notwithstand-
ing, theiv previous ignorance. The Greck patriarch and the
pricsts of the place, with what was called “ The Young Men's
Party,” now sought to bring them back to their mother Church.
‘No measures, whether foul or fair, were loft unfried; not only

| entreaties, promises, threats, bribes, reproaches, curses, but tbej" A
were beaten, spit upon, stoned, turned out of their houses, every-
where exposed to an intolerable flood of abuse; even their lives
were threatened. Many of them made their escape to the moun-
tains, but returning afterwards to the town, they were subjected
from time to time to so much suffering, that they became dis-

. heartened, and at length, one after another, went back and made
their peace with the Church. They had no alternative before
them but perpetual persecution, or perhaps death, if they should
attempt to remain at Hasbeiya, or starvation to their families if

- they themselves should find a refuge elsewhere. Their return,
however, to the Greek Church, was more in name than in reality.
* Some of them at least still kept up communications with the mis-
gionaries, and continued to meet together secretly by night, for the
purpose of reading the Word of God and prayer. 1t appears
that the few who had been known for some time past as Protests
ants, were merely required to be present at the Church seryice. s
The worshipping of the pictures, the iuvocation of saints, and other
things of that kind, were not insisted on. It would seem, in fact,




mnmemmw OF CHRISTIANITY

that these idolatrous ‘eeremonies were not much observed by any
oxcept by a few of the more superstitious and bigoted adherents
of the Church. Efforts were made by the priests to induce them
to come to confossion, which, after all, iy the decisive conforming
vite ; but all, both men and womien, were resolved not to do this,
The Greek party seemed to have logt all hope of making them
good Grecks again, and the great concorn now was to provent
the mischief from spreading. Meanwhile the leaven of Divine
truth appeared to be gradually diffusing itself in the community,
in gpite of all the efforts that were made to destroy it. The mis-
sionaries continued their visits to Hasbeiya, and though rencwed
atterapts were made to persecute the Protestants, yet, on their
laying their grievances before the Sublime Porte, orders were
sent to the pacha of that distriet to protect them.?

When the heads of the Greek Church found that the Turlmh
government had given orders for their toleration, they resolved
to try the effect of the highest ecclesiagtical censures. The
patriarch’s. bull of excommunication was immediately published
in the Greek churches, not only in Hasbeiya, but in all that
part of the country. The purport of it was to denounce the
Protestants as accursed of God and man, and to regnire all per-
sons belonging to the Greek Church to separvate entively from -
them, forbidding them to deal, speak, or hold any intercourse
whatever with them, on pain of bringing the same fearful curse
upon themselves. The sentence was carried into effect to the let-
ter.  Not only did the Greeks adopt the system of non-inter-
course, but being the most numerous and influential sect in Has-
beiya, they induced the other sects, including even the Druzes
and' the Moslems, to join them. Hence it followed that no
Protestant could buy or sell, or transact any kind of husiness ex-
cept with his follow-Protestants; and most of them keing poor,
and dependent on their daily labour for a li they were at
ouce thrown out of all employment, and cut off ;'En their ordinary
means of support. The consequence was, that they were reduced
to the greatest distress ; many of them were in want of the neces-
saries of life. Even ‘the governor, notwithstanding the ordera

1 Mise. Her. vol. xl. Pp- 352 864 ; vol. xli. pp. 14, 145, 261, 266 ; vol. xlii, pp. 250,
383, 410 ; vol. xliii. pp. 184, 286; vo! xlv. pp. 108, 181, 324, ~R-sp. Board Fm*. hllu:a«
1848, p. 160.—Ihid, 1849, p. 719, :




 he had received, employed his poworful influence, though in a
' secret way, to support the Greek party in their iniquitous com-
| bination to ruin them. = But after some time, the rigour of the
_ excommunication began to be relaxed, and the violence of the
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persecution passed away.! . (ki
A similar movement took place among the Armenions at Ain-
tab, a place two days’' journey north of Aleppo, where Bedros, &
pious Armeniau vartabed, had been employed in distributing the

Seriptures and other religious books, Two hundred families of

Armenians, it was reported, had become convinced of the errors
and corruptions of their Church, and were resolved to abandon them

"and to adbere to the gospel alone; and though, when the mis-
slonaries visited the place, only a small number attended on their

numbers who attended on the instructions of the missionaries "

instructions, many being kept away probably through indecision
and fear, yet they appeared to be earnest in their inquiries after

| the truth, and made rapid progress in religious knowledge.

Some were much enlightened, and quite evangelical in their sen-
timents, but gave no evidence of piety. There were, however, a
fow who, it was hoped, had “received the truth in the love of it,”
and who were formed into a native evangelical church, The

when they visited Aintab, greatly increased, and the work ap-

* peared in every respect to make progress. Nor was the move-

ment confined to Aintab ; it extended to Killis, Marash, Kessab,
Urfa,? and other places. Some of the converts were zealous and
active in carrying the gospel to their brethren in various places;
and, in doing so, it was not unusual for them to find persons who
were prepared and disposed to listen to the truth.® v
Though Beirut was the head-quarters of the mission, yet vari-
ous other stations were occupied in different parts of the country,
and also one at Larnica in the island of Ciyprus, which was after-
wards given up. Though the mission was for many years pro-
duetive of little visible fruit, the missionaries now began to see
the results of their patience and perseverance in a number of in-

i Miss, Her. vol. xliv) p. 887.

% Anciently Edessa, and suppored to be Ur of the Chaldees.

4 Misa. Her. vol. xlii, p. 415 ; vol, xliii. p. 187; vol. xliv, pp. 127,,132, 270, 300 ;
vol. xlv. pp. 184, 232, 816 ; vol, xIvi. pp. 162, 206, 8755 vol. xlviii, p. 118,




dmduals some Df thein cef cons:derable sta.ndmg amd m:ﬂuence in'
thecommumtyl it BB
In ' 1858, the mission mcluded the followmg prmc:pa.l sta— i
tlonsu-—-

| Begnn, _ Stations,
1828,"" Beirut,
18432, 0 Abeih.
1848, Aleppo.
1848, - Tripoli,
1861, Hasbelya. & Sidon.”

.I?he missionaries did not accomplish much i the Way ot schools.
.'lhe fow which they did establish were not numerously attended,
and were repeatedly interrupted or broken up by the opposition of
the ecclesiastics and the political troubles of the country, The
. desire for education was neither strong nor general in any class:
' female education was disconraged and opposed. Of late years, how-
ever, as the stations increased, the schools were also increased.
 For a series of years, several of the missionaries’ wives took a few
girls into their families for education, The girls were all dressed
in the native style, and it was designed to give them such an edu-

cation as would fit, not unfit, them, to be both happy and useful in
the domestic and social relations of the country, There was a se-
minary begun at Beirut; the pupils received into it were partly
boarders, pa.rtly day scholars; but this having been given up, an
ingtitution was afterwards established at Abeih, in the mountains,
‘with the special view to training up an efficient native ministry ;
and the experience ga.ined in the seminary at Beirut was felt to
. be of much importance in forming that at Abeih. Among the
lessons thus learned were the following: Not to admit day
seholars from the neighbourhood, as their influence will be eoun-
_ teractive of the domestic religious influence exerted upon the
boarders ; not to take pupils so young as that they must be kept
‘a great many years, or dismissed with minds half developed, and |
with a erude imperfect education; as soon as possible, to admit
none except such as were not only promising as raga.rds talonts and
other qualifications, but who appeared to be truly pious, and, in the '

- Miss. Her. vol. xlviii, p. 270, '8 Rép. Board For, Miss. 1853, p. 78.




n.bsence uf suoh puplla, to eommence the mstxtumon on a amall-
seale to employ no natives as teachers in the seminary whase-j
views and sympaﬂ:ues were not entlrely in accordance with the..-l-
‘objects of the institution; and to guard against that method of
training which tends to make the pupils foreigners and Franks, in
their manners, habits, and customs. It was designed that the
education should be essentially Arabic; the clothing, boarding,
- and lodging strietly in the native style; and the utmost efforts
made to cherish their sympathies with their own people.! Weo
‘apprehend these principles are well deserving of the attention of

missionaries in establishing similar institutions, : |

" Wo cannot conclude our account of this mission, withouf men-
tioning that important improvements appear to have been niade
by it in the printing of Arvabic books. The ordinary Arabic type
1is not adapted to the taste of the Arabs, not being conformed to
© the most approved standards of Arabic caligraphy, which are often

_  singularly beantiful; and it is well known that the Arabic lan-
/| guage has no printed character distinct from the written. The
Rev. Bli Smith, one of the missionaries, distinguished as an Ara-

bic scholar, having procured approved models of Arabic letters

for a new fount of types, proceeded to Germany and had them
cast by Tauchnitz at Leipsic under his own superintendence. It |

was believed there was no other fount in existence, unless it were
one cast in Persia by a native of that country, which was so eon-

formed to the Arabic caligraphy, and to the taste of the Arabs,

while at the same time it possessed some other very 1mportant
‘advantages,? ;

1 Rep. Board For, M:ss 1884, p. b67.—Ibid. 1844, p. 182.—~1bid. 1947, p. 113.—Mua,
He’r. vol, xxxili. p. 445, I

3 Rep. Board For, Miss. 1836, p. 51.~Ibid. 1887, p, 61 -—Ibld. 1889, p. 81.—11)112 s
1844, p. 185, '

“The new Arabic type, which has been in use abont three yaa.ra.” say the mwamn-
aries, * has several important advantages over the old — -
€41, Tt is vastly superior in vespect to the form of the letters, Buch ig the uniform and
decided testimony of intelligent natives everywhere, Qur books are incomparably more
acceptable than those which are printed with the old type ; more acceptable, we may
safely say, in respect to typography, than any that wero ever printed i the language,
And not only are the letters more beautiful than the old, but bearing a close resem-
blance to the best caligrapby, they are of course far preferable for the use of schools,

e and especially for all who are learning to write.

: 62, Another advantage of the new type ariges from an expedient in re).a.tmn to the
yowel points. In printing with the old type, the vowels are set mpon separate lines
ahove and below the lines of letters, every line of letters requiring two lines of vowels.




. SEOT TX DURKRY.
CONSTANTINOPLE,

In May 1831, the Rev. W. Goodell, who had previously been en-
_.gaged for several years in the mission at Beirut, sailed from Malta,
‘where he had lately carried through the press a translation of -
| the New Testament into Armeno-Turkish,! to Constantinople,
witha special view to. mxssmnary operations among the Armenians,
'The offorts of the mission were, however, not confined to them,
* but were extended to other classes of the population, the Greeks
' Jews, and even in some degree to the Turks.?
. Among the Armenians mwany appear to have been in a ve-
_ar_kable degreo prepared for the labours of missionaries. To
- what causes this is to be ascribed we do not know; but there
" had of late years arisen among them the spirit of reformation.

. This makes the work of corposition very slow and difficult.  Besides, it separates the
' vowel point so far from the letter, that the reader is often at o loss to know whether it
belongs to the line above or to that belowit. Morcover, the vowels are constantly liable.
egpecially in correcting proofs, to be displaced horizontally, and go to he brought over or
under the wrong letter. But in the new type an ¢xpedient has been invented which
obyiates both these evilg, vnd which is believed to be entively new. It congisis in hav-
ing thevowel attached to, or rather inserted in the letter itself by means of a groove, in
anch a mauner that it cannot get out of place, and is brought so near the line that the
mistake of referring the vowel fo the wrong line is never made. - Besides, the time and
Iahour of composing, when the vowels are used, are by this system diminished at least
one half. Also, the labour of corvecting the vowels is comparatively trivial ; for when
a vowel i8 to be changed, it is simply fo be taken out of the groove, and another
dropped into its place. ;
€08, In printing with the vowel points, there is also a saving of paper in the use of the
new type, By a careful comparigon of the old and new points, it is found that in the
use of the latter there is a gain of ten per cent. in compactness, and a gain of abouf
' elght per cent. in respect to space between the lines, This remark applies only to
printing with the vowel points. When the points are not used there is no saving of
paper.”—Rep, Board For. Miss. 1844, p. 185.

Should this style of Avabic letters realize the advantages here 'stated, it might pro-
bably be extended to many others of the Oriental languages. In the Report of the
Calentia Bible Seciety for 1841, we are fold, that ‘“all the atbempts hitherta made in
this country and at home, and in Persia itself, o cast a good Persian type, have signally
failed. Both un the score of distinctness, and on account of economy, the Persian type

appeared ill suited for the purposes of the Society.”—Rep, Bib, Soc. 1841, P 64, if
such was the case with the Persian, which has been so long and so often prmted it is
likely to be still more the case with many of the languages which have been prmteﬂ of
i la.t-e years for the firet time,
1 What is, into the Turkish language, in the Armenian charaeter
2 Miss. Her, vol, xxvii. p. 280 ; vol, xxviii. p. 151.~~Rep. Board For. Miss. 1836, p. 42.




L Ma.ny were ready to acknowledge tha mors and corruptxons of j
_ their Churcli; they no longer believed some of its distinguishing
~ and most cherished dogmas; they were dissatisfied with its’ bur-
densome rites and dead forms; and though they might not
understand Scripture. truth, yet they did not shut their eyes to
it, but were willing to search and inquire after it. They accord-
ingly set themselves to the study of the New Testament, pro-
ceeding on the great Protestant prlnclple, that the Bible containg

- all that is necessary to salvation, and is the only safe guide in
religion.  Their attention was drawn away, in a wonderful man-
ner, from fables to the Word of God; their inquiries were not
only about religion speculatively, but were specially directed to i
‘those truths which are connected with the salvation of the soul,

. The hearts of many were softened, and several, it was hoped,
. gave ovidenco of piety. The spread of evangelical truth among
' them was truly remarkable, and was a.pparently independent, m’ g
. agreat measure, of the efforts of the missionaries.? i
Constantmople was the head-quarters of the mission, but stations =
were also established in various places in Asia Minor, and other'_ )
~party of the Turkish Empire. The following are the principal
stations, being those at which missionaries are settled ; but there g
“are also a number of out-stations at which native prea.chers or
other helpers are resxdant L

Begun. Stations,
1831. Constantinople.
1833, Smyrna,

1861. |  Marsovan.
188, Tooat,

185~ /| | Cewesarea.

1834, Trebizond.
1839, Brzerum,
1849, Aintab.
1851. Diarbekir. ?

Though the spirit of inquiry among the Armenians was for
several years most remarkable at Constantinople, yet it extended
1 Misg, Her, vol, xxxii, P 80, 41, 44, 48, 183; vol. xxxiii, rp. 398, 401, 403-—-—'

Rep. Board For. Miss, 1843, p. 84,
2 Rep. Board For. Miss. 18563, p. 67,




_--"'\;mere or lesa 0 ali the othw sta.tmns, and to various atfhev pa.ﬁs-‘-'
 of the country, including places widely distant irom, and Im.ﬁng_g
. only a very general connexion with each other,t Aoy o
| The work was carried on very much by, means of conversatmn-’ S
© with visitors, whot frequently came to the missionaries. for the
| purpose of making inquiries on the subjeet of religion, or of learns
. ing “the way of God more perfectly.” They also held meehng&.'_ L1 AR
< for preaching and for expounding the Seriptures; and though =
 these meetings were not numerously attended, yet their influence = |
' was very considerable, as those who attended them communicated
to others what they lesrned at thewm. Tt was a plea.smg character-
 istic. of the evangelical Armenians, that they were in general yory
. active in seeking the salvation of their countrymen.. No sooner
 did they feel the power of Divine truth on their own hearts, than
. they had a strong desive to communicate the knowledge of it to
e “others ; and, as every man is the centre of a circle of mﬁuence,
. the good seed of the Word was in this way sown in many differ-
%_'-gg'_t,lp:i‘rts- and among different classes in Constantinople, and the
. other towns where stations were established. There were even
“‘men of great influence, whom none of the missionaries had ever
seen, who were daily engaged in making known the gospel, they
~ themselves having learned the truth, at second-hand, through
some of those who had received it from the missionaries, whom
they, for prudential reasons, did nct visit. For several years
- the missionaries had little opportunity of communicating a know-
ledge of the gospel to the female portion of the Armenians, as the
customs of the country forbade the men and women meeting
- together for public worship ; but it found its way to/them also;
and after a time some of them came to form a part of the ﬁmall ey |
companios to whom the missionaries preached, and they even =
visited them, with the view of making inquiry concerning parti- "
‘calar parts of Divine truth.2 ~ °
Some of the converts also made tours in various’ dlrect.lons, and
" to considerable distances, for the purpose of ma;kmg known the
gospel and rhstmbutmu- or aellmg copies of the Sonptures a.nd

1 Miss. Her, vol, xxxiv, pp. 425, 460 ; wl sxxvii. p. 555 vol. xxxviti, pp. 136 188,
vol. xxxix, pp. 819, 349,
. % Miss. Her. vol. xxxviii. p, 201 ; vol. xxxix, P 4543 vol. xl pp 228, 2‘30 -—«Rep
Board For. Migs. 1844, pp- 101,102, : :




wﬁr& alm supphed with tha diﬁ'erent pnbhcahons of the Lmlssmn..-._-_
 for sale. In this way the gospel, in a printed form, panetrated
to many cities and villages whmh had never been mxted by any i
‘migsionary.t : »
- There were some, however, who came to the nuscnommes, prm )
_fesmng to be inquirers after the truth, who were actuated by
mercemry motives. Cases of this kind, indeed, were contmua]ly :
‘ocourring. A man was unfortunate in business, and had failed n
all his attempts to repair hig broken fortunes. He had never
soen the missioparies, but he had often heard that they were
bonevolent men, who loved the Armeniang, and sought, in various

@ ~ways, to do them -good_, and he wasg forthwith seized with a sud-

den desire to hear the gospel from them, and to come over to
their way of thinking. In short, he was ready to become any

thing, if 1:he3r would help bim to a piece of bread. = For such men |

the missionavies had only one answer. If they wished to learn
the way of salvation, they were ready. to instruet them 3 bul they
had no power to help them in any other way 3 they could ﬁnd .
them neither employment nor protection.? y

- The obstacles to the progress of the gospel in Turkay, MR

among the Christian geets, were for many yoars greater than
wag generally known, The Turkish government itself was no way
favourable to the propagcmtw.n of Christianity. But between the

Turks and the Armenians there was an inferior, yet powerful,

despot, the patriarch, who was the creature and representative of

the poliey of the bankers and higher clergy. = The collection of
_ revenues, the disposal of many important offices, the manaigement i
of the Church, and the fees for priestly service, were in thehands
of this oligarchy of bankers and clergy. = The patriarch and the i
bankers were made responsible for the whole Armenian commu.
nity, and were clothed by the Sultan with great and almost irre-
sponsible power. If the patriarch wished to dispose of any one
by imprisonment, banishment, or death, he had only to present
the general accusation that he was a man dangerous to the com-
munity, and forthwith came the imperial firman, which Turkish

1 Miss, Her. vol. x1, p. 27 ; vol, xli, pp. 211, 404.---Rep. Board For. Miss. 1845, P
05,

2 Miss, Her, vol. xxxix..p, 101.
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for it ; it came fwem the Turkish government. Where there i
no responsibility, there is little check on injustice and oppression

and thus, between these two despotisms, the most iniquitons decds
‘might be enacted wmhout either of them admlttlug its respcmm- -

blhty for them,
Another great obstacle to the progress of evangel1eal rehglon

in Turkey was the power ‘and influence of the Papacy, which was

. found at Constantinople in all its sleepless watchfulness, and bitter

persons in their employ, were Catholics, The Catholics were

thevefore a very powerful body at Constantinople, and were

always able to represent matters to the Turkish government

accor’ﬂing to their own views and interests. They also did great

injury to Protestant missionaries by their unwearied misrepre-

sontations of their objects and dcsxgns among the Grccl\s and

Armenians. 1

It is not to be supposed that such a work as we have descmbed
would go on without opposition; it in fact called forth the violent
hostility of both Greeks and Armenians. The patiarchs of hoth
Churches issued their denunciations against the. missionaries ; all
intercourse with them was forbidden under the heaviest ecclesias-

tical penalties ; their schools, which, however, were not numerous,

were broken up; their books were ordered to be delivered up to

the priests, and many of them, including copies of the New Testa-

ment, Pentateuch, and Psalms, were burned. As it was chiefly

" ‘among the Armenians that evangelical views were spreading, .
they were the principal sufferers. Nor was it merely by the
clergy and their instruments that they were maltreated. There

were many affecting exemplifications of the truth of Christ’s
deglaration-— A man’s foes shall be they of his own Thiouse-

hold.” ~ In short, nearly all who shewed a desire to follow the

officers were desn-ed to exécute. Hence, whaﬁewr mlght be the |

~ measure, the Turkish government did not hold itself vesponsible
for it} it came from the patriarch and bankers. The patriarch =
and bankers, in like manner, did not hold themselves résponsxble'

. hatred of Protestantism. Most of the foreign embassies were
Catholic.  Their dragomen or interpreters, and the nurmerous

’

truth found by experience, that they # whn mll live godly ik |

1 Migs. Her. vol, xxxvi. p. 176.



g Chnﬁt Jesus, mll ) m one way o other, « suﬁ‘er peraecnn.'.i'
| -,'ﬁoﬁ.".i i -
The, oppomtmu, though at Inmes nolenf. was. cammonly mﬁ;
la.stang ; and, after a while, things would return to  their old |
course. There were, however, outbreaks oﬂ.,persecutmn from #
time to time ; but as, notwithstanding this, evangelical views con~
tinued to spread among the Armenians, their enemies had rocourse' i
to stronger and more determined measures. il
. The patriarch of the Armenians had of late years been re-
peatedly changed, and now a new one was appointed. He was
& man of more than common ablhty and learning ; and he had in
former years been in habits of personal intercourse with the mis-
~ glonaries. He sought at first to win over the Evangelicals by
friendly professions, and this was perhaps the policy which he
- himself was disposed to pursue ; but he was gradually driven by
the party on which he himself depended for support, to set him-
self more and more in opposition to them. He at length caused
a new creed to be drawn up, containing the doctrines of trdnsub-
‘stantiation, confession to and absolution by a priest, the worship.
of relics and pictures, the intercession of saints, and other un-
seriptural and superstitious practices. This confession he required
them to subseribe ; and all who refused he publicly. excommuni-
cated and cursed with anathema, acensing them of being Protest-
ants, atheists, and infidels; and ordering all hig flock, and the
chiefs of the trades, and also the priests, under penalty of excom-
munication and anathems, to oppress them in various ways, as
by taking away their permission to trade, and expelling them
from the t.ra.dmg corporations, by turning them out of their shops,

and even causing them to quit rooms which belonged to them-

selves, by preventing those who were their debtors from paying
them, and making those to whom they were indebted demand
payment before it was due, by driving them from their homes,
and separating them from their wives and children. Parents
were called upon to disinherit their children, and every kind of
intercourse between the nearest relations was absolutely inter-
dicted, however dependent they might be on each other for sup-

L Rep. Board For. Miss. 1837, pp. b2, 67.—Miss, Her. vol, xxxiii. pp. 895, 897 ; vol.
xxxv, pp. 177, 405 ; vol, xxxvi, p. 56 ; vol, xxxvii, p. 163 5 vol. xl. pp. 117, 226, 228
vol, xli. p. 61 vol. xlii, pp, 856, 401.
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o _port The ba,ker was forb;dden to supply them with bma,d, tl;u,:_,
. buteher with meat, tho water-ca.rmex; with water, The hduses of
‘some were a.ttacked by mobs, and their pruperty destroyed or
thrown into the street. They could not even pass along the streets
without boing assailed with all kinds of ﬁlthy language, spit upol’.l-

~ and stoned ; some were bastinadoed ; some were cast into prison.;
some wore sent into exile. The persecution was not confined to

Conatanhrnopxe s 1t ettended also to Smyrna, to Brusa, to Nico-

: medla, to Ada Bazar, to Trebizond, to Erzerum, and was in Bame

| instances even worse in distant’ places than in the capital,

~ orown the whole, the patriavch issued a new bull of exoommum-.'
cation, and caused it to be read in all the churches on the day'
. of the Catholic Church festival, and ordered it to be read in all
the churches throughout the Ottoman Empu‘c every snccessive
_ year at the same festival, thus seeking to give at once extent and
_-'_permfmency to his fulminations,?
| By these proceedings, many of the Armenians were reducad

| to.a state of great destitution, and at Constantinople it was neces-
| sary at one time to provide shelter and food for about one hun-
"dred persons; yet, in all that was done by the patriarch, it scems

there was no persecution! He positively “denied that he had per-
secuted any body, and declared that he was utterly opposed  to
~all persecution on. the ground of religion. e did nothing more,

" he said, than excommunicate with anathema, which was his spiri-
. tual right. Yet there was abundant evidenee, that the drmng-
| away of so many people from their houses and shops, excludmgl
them from the right to trade, and other acts of oppression, were
all done by hig authority or influence; but he found it necessary
to infliet his tomporal penalties upon those whom he deemed
spiritual offenders, in such a way as there might, if PO‘SSIbIﬁ, be e
no ground for interfering with him.? '

It was truly pleasing to witness the spirit which many of the_
Armenians manifested under persecution, and the salutary effect
which it appeared to have on some of them; but, on the other
hand considerable numbers fainted in the day of trial, and signed
. the papers of the patriarch and the bishops declaring their belief

: 1 Miss. Her. vol, i, pp. 109, 198, 228, 202, 208 ; vol. xlii. pp. 113, 193, 195, 198, 202,
995 267, 298, BIG ; vol.. xlii, p 40,—~Rep. Board For. Mms. 18-16, pp 98, 109
Trucy’s Hist. p. 38~1 ; Ly

’Rap. Beard Ror. Mn;a, 1846, pp. 98, 99, val i P 202




:of t.he doctmnes of the Armeman Church whﬂe they were ~at.111" i
_convineed in their own mind of their ‘unseriptural character.
Among those who were thus overcome, there were somo| indivi=
duals in whose stability the greatest confidence was placed. |
That so many should fall, need excite mno surprise. The doo-
trines of the gospel had gained, in many cases, the assent of the
understanding where they did mot exert a controlling influence
over the hea.rt Many were only babes in Christ, 8o that when
~ we consider the trials they were galled to endure, we may rather
wonder that so many should have maintained their Christian pro-
fession, as that numbers should have yielded in the day of trial.
' Yet, even of those who did thus fall, there were some who kept.
. up intercourse with their brethren. N
The British ambassador, Sir Stratford Canning, who, greaat.lj".'
' to his honour, had already done much for the cause of religions
 toleration in Turkey, and who had obtained a promise from the -
Sultan that there should henceforth be no more religious perse-
cution in his dominions,® had made 1'epresenfxmong@1;q_ﬁphe Turkish

1 Miss. Her. vol. xli, pp. 800, 802 ; vol. xlil, pp. 85, 198, 212, 219, 225, 404 ; vol.
il p. 872, | - D R
£ Now Lord Stratford de Redeliffe. i .

3 Thig, we presume, referred merely to Christiang, and had prohubly a upeﬂn.l mfer- !
ence to renegndoes from the Mabommedan faith who had originally balonged to some one.
of the Christian secte. Tt is the common law of Mabommedan countrics that apostates
should be putto death, The law of Turkey on this subject is thus etpresaed =% Apos-.
tasy is an enormons crime in the eyes of the Deity, The Mussulman who is guilty of it
stist He condemned to death if he does not promptly abjure his ervor. - The homicide of
an apostate has no penalty attached to it,”"~-i. ¢., wo presume, every person isat liberty to
kill him, without being called to account or punished for the deed. Under this law,
(Uhristians who had embraced the Mahommedan religion, if they afterwards recanted,
were putto death in Turkey. '
In August 1843, a young Armenian who had become a Musgsulman, but afterwards
avowed himself a Christian again, was heheaded at Constantinople,  He was urged Again
~ and again to recant, and even at the very last moment his life was promised him, if he
‘would declare himaelf o Mahommedan ; but he vesolutely persisted in asserting his be-
lief in Christ alone, telling those a.round him, that though theyshould kill him he never
could deny Ohrist. Sir Stratford Canning had solicited in vain for hig liberation, Re-
monstrances were immediately addressed to the Porte by other foreign ministers, parki-
cularly those of France and Prussia, which were soon gresﬂy strengthened by very
decided instructions from their respective courts, But in the midst of these very
remonstrances, and while the Turks were giving vorbal promises that no such act should
ocour again, a firman issued from the government ordering the decapitation of a young
Bulgarian, who had promised in a passion some months before to bedome a Mussulman,
but who now refused to perform the rites. This order was actually excouted. The
amobaseadors and the powers which they represented were exceedingly irritated at such



.....

 government in reforence to the proceedings of the patriarch, and
| in this.he was joined by the Prussian ambassador, M, ‘Le Coq,
~and Mr Brown, the American Chargé d’affaires, In consequence
' of this, Reschid Pacha, the minister of foreign affairs, called up the
. pattiarch and charged him to desist from his present course, tell-
~ing him that he should now put him upon his good behayiour.
But, notwithstanding this, the persecution did not cease.  Means
. were fallen upon to prevent the Evangelicals opening their shops, or |
. demands were made upon them for the payment of debts, and if
. not paid, they were cast into prison. But Sir Stratford Canning
. again interfered on their behalf, and they were then restdréd.t;o'
 their shops by an order from Reschid Pachia. This appeared to be
an important point gained ; but it was rendered to & great extent
magatory, by the anathemas repeated Sabbath after Sabbath, not
only against the evangelical Armenians, but against all who should
iy ﬁ?gtgle with them. Hence it was the practice of the Armeniang of
 the neighbonring shops, to warn off all customers who approached
-,-ﬁh‘ﬁi':"':s'libpﬁ?,' Many were the devices which their enemies fell on -

" faithlessness, he ambassadors received instructions from home to demand from the
Porte, under slgnature of the Sultan, a distinct promise, that henceforth any person

“who should Bogeie a Mussulman ghould be at liberty to renounce the Mahommedan
faith and to hecome & Christian again, withont being put to death, The Grand Divan,
in conjunction with the [/fema, or clergy, disoussed for several weeks this proposition,
whigh attacked so fandamental a point of their religions inghitutions. Hvasive answers
were given in vain. Fngland especially stood firm in the new position she had assumed

" of protecting all the Christians of the Ottoman empive without distinction of sect, even
if she should find herself standing alone, The Turkish government folt its meed of the
sitpport of England and France, which were now threatening to leave her to the acte of
her exemies, and was disposed to yield and 1o give the required promise,  Yet it feared
thie power of the pricsthood and the fanaticism of the people ; but good sense, combined
with the necessity of the case, prevailed, and it issned a declaration, engaging to tako
effeotial measures to prevent the execntion of any Christiar who was an apostate from s
the Mahomumedan faith heticeforth —Miss. @ev. vol. <1, pp. 115, 116, 212.~HRep. Bogrd
For. Miss. 1846, p. 247. ; PR

We feel great pleasure in recording the services of the British ambadsador, Bir Strot-

ford Canving, to the cause of religious liberty in Turkey. ‘ Few diplomatists," says
My Hamlin, one of the inissionaries, ‘¢ could baye maintained the noble position which
iy Btratford Canning has held in this conflict of political and ecclesiastical influences.
He has firmly and calmly sustained the rights of conscience against the combined influ-
ance of Russia, France, and Austria, and the powerful monied interest of the Armenian
bankers and $he Armenian hisrarchy,” ¢ It matters not with him,” gays Mr Dwight,
“ by what name the vietim of persceution is called, or to what nation or denomination

~hie belong ; whether he be Jew or Greek, Mahommedan, Axrmeninn, or Roman,.  This
noble philanthropist is always ready to fly to his relief, and his influence in Turkey ig

very great.”—Miss. Her. vol, xlii. pp. 272, 304
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to annoy and distress them 3 sometimes they had recourse to acts
~ of open violence, but more frequently to false accusations, and
_ other base artifices. The Turkish authorities, even'in the distant,
parts of the empire, often took part with the Protestants, and
protected them from their enemies, but, in some instances, they
appear to have been afraid to put themselves in opposition to the
Armenian and Greek communities, and yielded, perhaps relue- .
tantly, to be their instruments in persecuting the converts. A
Erzerum, a mob even assailed the house of Dr Smith, one of
the missionaries, broke open the door with axes, and rifled or '
destroyed property to the value of seven or eight hundred dol-.
. lars; but notice of the attack having been sent to the Pacha, the:
police came and put a stop to their proccedings. He afterwards |
received compensation for the injury done to the mission-house
and to his library, though not in a way that was caleulated to
check similar outrages for the futuré, the Armenian community
being taxed for it; while most of the offenders were allowed o
' pass without any material punishment, ! o 1l i
In July 1846, the evangelical Armenians in Congtantinople .
formed themselves into a church’ distinet from the ancient Avme-
aian Chureh; to which they originally belonged. = They had not i
the least intention of separating front it, though they were united
together for the special purpose of enlightening and reforming it;
but the patriarch having of late framed a new creed which he .
vequired them to receive, and having excommunicated them Bl
eause they could not subscribe it, they were in a manner driven '
out of their mother church, having no rest in it for the present, o T
and no prospect of peace for the future. Nothing, thercfove, re- S
mained for them, but to organize themselves into a separate .
. chuoreh, in which they might secure to themselves and their :
" children the preaching of the Word, and the other ordinances of
tho gospel in their scriptural simplicity. The missionaries, by
their request, drew up a plan of ecclesiastical organization for
them, but with a disfinct understanding on their part that they
merely suggested and advised the scheme, but left it entirely to
themselyes to adopt it or not as they might think proper. The
form of government which the misgionaries recommended, and

i Miss. Her. vol. xi. pp. 199, 203, 219, 228, 272, 301, 863, 871, 873, 898, 401,
404; vol. xliii. pp. 58,.193, 108, 262, 264, 208,—Rep, Board For. Miss, 1847, . 08,

"




i ';--.‘emmcmféﬁ on -Sc'ﬂms‘.r?m 1 gl

Whmh the. Amen::.m breﬁhren a.dapted was. nmthar Dptscop&ha.n,
‘nor Presbyterian, nor Congregational, but it combined lemlmgi

and characteristic featurss of the two latter modes of government, i

There was to be a committee or session, consisting of the pastor,
. deacons, and helps, or elders, for the examination of candidates
for admission to the communion of the church, and for the
 administration of church discipline. = Candidates for admission to

 the church were to be carcfully examined, not only as to their
Jknowledge of the doctrines of the gospel, but as to their paraonal g |

piety 5 and if the result of this examination and of the observa-

| tion of their lives, was such as to afford satisfactory evidence of =

. % repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ,”
ﬁhey were then to be proposed by the pastor at a regular meets
ing of the church, and the male members called on to vote on the
question of their admission; and if no objection were made, they
were to be admitted to the full privileges of church members, on
| their assenting, in the presence of the church, fo a presecribed,
" yet brief confession of faith and church covenant.! No courts

| of review were proposed as in Prosbyterian churches, but it would

appear that each church was designed to be independent of all
other churches. It might be called, not improperly, an Inde-
pendent Presbyterian Church. It wag to some extent Congrega-
tional, yet it had what in Presbyterian churches is called a ses-
mon, which i8 the primary preshytery. . :
- The original members of the'church in C onstantmop]e amounted
to forty, of whom three were females. One of their number,
Baron Apisoghom, they chose as their pastor, other two ag deacons, '
and other three as helps or elders, The church also unanimously
requested Mr Dwight to act as helper in the pastoral oiﬁoe, Whmh

he agreed to do,?

. 21Phig last part of the plan we cannot but deeply regret. The beldef as wal,l as the
knaisledge of candidates, may be ascertained far more certainly by examination than by
their expressing assent to a preseribed or standing confession of faith, the inefficiency of
- which, for the maintenance of either orthodoxy or unity of sentiment, is' lamentably de-
- monstrated jn the history of the Reformed churches. This is a great and undeniable
- faet, and reads important lessons to the Church of Christ, It is remarkable liow much
the inefficacy of subscription to confessions of faith has lately been acknowledged in re-
gard to University tests, even in Scotland, and that tn quarters where one would have
- least expected it, In vecommending this prastide, the misgionaries followed the example
‘of churches in New England, not any ia.strm,twns or mthont.y they eauld &nd in the
New Testament. : _ i { :
;@ Misg, Her. vol, xlii, pp. 317, 3a5




il Ghu:*chasof evangthal Armemm'mmll&r t:o t}msé at-'-Go__h to
 tinople (there are now three in that city) were formed atltddastm
‘on the noxthern shore of the Sea of Marmora; Nmomedxa, Ada
_ Bazar, Brusa, Smyrna, Sivas, Treblzond Erzerum, and a' riutﬂ-

1 beriof other places, and native . -pastors  were' orda;med over

. several of them. It is a painful fact that several of the communi-
cants; after having suffered much for the gospel, went back to the

Armenian Church. Insome of the churches there were eonten-

tions among the members, arising, for the most party.out of cases

of dxsctphne, and ogcasioned, it was believed, chiefly by theirin. *

"experience in the art of self-government, and their ignorance of

 the proper dee of actmg under the new circumstances in which

‘they were placed.” In a few cases, divisions arcse regarding. the

d,@btvmas of the Bible; the disputes ran high, and severed for a

time the bongs of ch’mt), but peace and harmony vsere &fter D

a while restored.!

Though the Turkish government had oxtended toleratlon ta'- i
the evangehea.l Armenians, they were not yet acknowledged as
constltutmg a separate community like the other Christian sooty
_in Turkey ; so that, politically, they were still liable to be treated
~ as.under the control of the Armenian rulers and their ccclesiage

. ties, who, when it*answered their purposes, declared that they

_ha«d nothing to do with them, but when certain ends were to bhe
served, maintained that there was no separation, and that they
‘were really and truly Armenians. This was plainly a very in. .

a.uspmlous state of thmgq, but happily an end was soon. put to

G

In November 1847 the Turkish ‘government issued an order- b
at the instance of Lord Cowley, the British ambassador at Con-
sta.ntmople, recoguizing Protestants as constituting a soparate and
independent community in Turkey, and gmntmg to them all the
‘rights and privileges possessed by the most favoured of the
Christian sects in that country, and providing specially that no
interference whatsoever should be permitted in their temporal or
spiritual concerns on the part of the patriarch, monks, or priesta
of other denominations. It is worthy of notice, that in the official
. docament issued by the Turkish government, nothlng was said of

. 1 Miss. Her, vol. xlil. pp. 864, 368, 870,400 ; vol. xliv. pp. 49, 163, 411, 412 ; vol,
. xlv. pp. 41, 191 ; vol. xlix. pp. 239, 268, 267, —Rep. Board For. ‘\hﬂﬂ. 1848, p. 141
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| 'the I’rotestant Armemans' the d%lgnatmn usad was Pmtest&nt
. rayahs, and of course any one, whether Armenian, Greek, Syrian,
Jew, or of any other class (always excepting Mahommedans), who
became a Protestant, was entitled to all the privileges which were
granted by this firman, a matter of great importance in such a
country as Turkey. By the Euggcstwn of Lord Cowley, the

i Porte further directed letters to be sent to five different pashahcs il

where there were Protestants, requmng the authorities to act in
accordance with this order. Much praise is due to his lordshlp, i
. who pursued the same magnanimous course as Sir Stratford Can-
" ning, exerting himself with the utmost zeal to have ‘Protestants
' put on the footing of a separate community. But we should be
cha.rgca.b]a with great injustice, if with their names we did net
associate that of Reschid Pacha, who was now raised to the hlgh

| office of grand vizier, a man of very liberal and eunlightened views

* on political subjects, who contributed greatly to the tmprovement
~of the institutions of the Turkish empire, and who was ever fthe
stea,dy and consistent friend of religious toleration. 1 ' |
. In November 1850, an imperial firman was issued by thr*
Grand Sultan, formally incorporating the Protestant community
of Turkey. This was an important step, so far ax their civil con-
dition in the empire was concerned.  They had been recognized
as a distinet community for the last three years, and their com-
plaints had always been listened to by the Porte ; but no regular
imperial act of incorporation had been passed. They had never.
received anything from the government to retain in their own
hands as a pledge of permanent protection, and a change of ady
ministration or other circumstances might at any time turn the

seale, and throw them again into the power of their cnemivs. iy

T Mt e vol it p- 373~Rep. Board Kor, Miss, 1847, p. 97.-1hid. 1848, p. 141.

Glreat eredit is also due to the Barl of Aberdeen and Lord Palmerston, when seoTe-
taries of state for foreign affairs, for the firm stand which they made in bebalf of reli-
gious toloration in Turkey.—Ziep. Board Fov. Miss. 1848, p. 247, —Ttic, 1852, p. Lix

Miuteh praise is likewise due to the British consuls in varions ports of the Levant, and

to the mivisters and congnls of gome other nations, for the prete('twn which they afforded, _

und for the kindness which they on many occasions shewed, to the missionaries and theu;‘
converis,-—Rep. Board For. Miss, 1847, p. O7.~—~1bid, 1848, p. 146. '

‘We feel great pleasure in making these acknowledgments. We hiavo sometimea lm::l
oeeasion to speak in strong ternis of condemnation of the acks of the a.u’ohont:e.s or repre-
. sentatives of our own and of gther countries, among leathen nations. It is therefore
with peculine satisfaction that we put on record theic pra:sewnrthy deetls in Grﬁeca rmd
Turkey, and, we shull shortly find, in Persm also. / ¥



:One great pecuha.rwy of this document was, thut it vias 1mperxa1

‘and accompanied with the Sultan’s cipher. Prevmus« documen{zs-.'{_’. '_

had been vizierial only, and local and temporary in their applica~ |

tion. . But this firman was placed and remained in their own =~
.h‘m:ds, and rendered them independent of any evils that might be
liable to ariso out of a change of administration. It gave them
all the stability and permaneney to their civil orgamaa,mon which
the ancient and established Christian communities enjoyed. The
prefect of police in Constantinople, to whom the firman was

addressed, was specially required to “see to it that, like the i

‘other communities in the empire, they should in all their affairs,
such as procuring cemeteries and places of worship, have every
facility and every needed assistance ; that he should not permib

~any of the other communities to interfere in any way with their
edifices, or with their worldly matters or concerns, or, in short,
with any of their affairs, either secular or religious, that thus they
- may be free to exercise the nsages of their faith ; that he should
‘not allow them to be molested one iota in these particulars, or in
any others ; and that all attention and perseverance should be put -
in requisition to maintain them in quiet and secuvity ; and, in

case of necessity, that they should be free to make representations =

regarding their affairs, through their agent, to the Sublime Porte.”
The Protestants were further authorized to select a trustworthy
person from among themselves, who should be appointed; with
the title of Wakeel, or agent, as their organ for transacting busis |
ness with the government, and also a COUII{-II or committee to
decide upon the civil affairs of the community. ! R

The movement among the Armenians was now by no means
confined to the stations oceupied by the missionaries, nor to the
- places where churches were formed. In numerous other places
throughout Asia Minor, and the neighbouring countries toward
the east, there were Armenians who were considered as Protest-
ants.  There was, in fact, among the Armenians an alienation
from the church of their fathers, in consequence, in a greal de-
gree, of the oppressions and the avarice of the priesthood. In
some places, infidelity was coming in like a flood, and counting
its disciplos by hundreds.  The minds of men, excited by religious
discussion, and impressed mainly with the falsehood and a.bbnrthty '
1 Miss, Her. vol. xlvit, pp. 81, 114,




| of B oin nobmns, ‘were in grea.t dsmger. riless seasonaably i
gnided and instructed, of falling into unbelief and soepticism. The
fields appeared to be ¢ white for the harvest;” but the number of
labourers was quite inadequate to reap them. The toleration
which had of late been granted by the Sublime Porte to members
of the ancient churches who became Protestants, contrlbuted na .
doubt, greatly to promote the movement. They were not: ryeb)
. indeed, entircly freed from acts of oppression. Though the
| Turkish authorities were generally dlsposed to protect them,
. there were still exceptions to this, for in Turkey the good inten-
~ tions of the government are frequently defeated by its own
agents. In distant places, the authorities sometimes took part
. with the ccclesiasties, and between the two, under one pretext
-or another, they were often grievously oppressed and persecuted,
sometinmes through the eraft of their enemices, by acts which the
lasy would not reach. Theve were even instances in which the
nissionaries were attacked and maltreatod.!

In 1853, the number of members of the churches which had-
been organized among the Armenians in various parts of Turkey
was about 350 ; but tlus affords no adequate idea of the prugress:
of the reformation, Besides the members of the churchos, there
were great numbers throughout the country who had embt*aced
or were favourable to evangelical views.? -

At Smyrna, the mission was less successful, and produced less
‘excitement than at any of the other stations.  There, was long
the printing-press, and the missionaries were much engaged in
. oditorial labours which had a generul hearing on the operations
of the whole mission. The Old Testathent, in Armeno-Turkish,
translated by Mr Goodell, thus completing the whole Bible in
that language, was printed ; and also the whole Bible in modern
Armenian, translated by native scholars, under the superintend-
ence of Mr Riggs, another of the missionaries, Great numbers
-of other works on various subjects, in the Armenian a;n'd';Armeriq;- el
- Turkish languages, also issued from the press at '-Smyrna. A

1 Misy. Her. vol. xIviii. pp. 177, 198, 197, 235, 264, 883, 346, 857, 369,
iw ’l{ﬁep Board For, Miss. 1852, pp. 10, 72.—Ihid. 1853, P GB.—Miss. Her. vol. xlm

3 Miss. Hers vol. xxxix, 'p 349 --'-B.Bp Bﬂm‘d Fol Mlsﬂ 1844:,1) 108 ----Ibid 1816 '
PP, 249, 263.-1bid. 1850, P 106, ot




few which were cstablished were broken up through the oppo-
 sition of the people themselves, chiefly the Greeks. A semma,ry-”,
 was begun at Pera, one of the suburbs of C onstantinople, in which
a higher course of education was given, with the view of raising
. up teachers of schools, preachers of the gospol and labourers i ol
other departments of usefulness; and though it was given up, a
similar ingtitution was established about three years afterwards at
Bebek, a villago in the neighbourhood of that city. In this semi-
. nary several were prepared for the work of the ministry, while
"'-.othera of the pupils were usefully employed as teachers, transla-
tors, ot mterpreters. A female seminary was also begun at Pera,
" it which a superior education was given. The course of educa-

. tion in both these institutions was designed to be such as to secuve

| ina hlgh degree the d1smphne of the mind; and it was belioved
' that in no similar institutions in America was this end more fully
attained, There are also schools at the various plau,a where
ehurches were formed among the Armenians.! ;

Tha mission never éhd mueh in the way of schools ﬂn d the

Though the Armeniansg were the chief object of the mission 1n:__ B
Turkey, vet, in connexion with it, an offort was also made m

| - Dehalf of the Jews. Soon after its commencement, the Re‘v. Mr 7

. Schauffer arvived at Constantinople, with the special view of
. labouring among them. They were very numerous in that city,
being estlmated at seventy or eighty thousand, and consisted
. chiefly of Spdﬂlhh Jews, who had come thither when they were

~ driven out of Spain in the end of the fifteenth century. They
-sp_ea.k the Spanish language, somewhat corrupted, but it is writ-
ten in the Hebrew character. Hence Mr Schauffer was led to
 prepare for their uso an edition of the Old Testament in Hebrew-

Spaaish, which was sought after by them with great eagerness, Sl

i Numberg of them appeared quite ready to be baptized, even when

. they had but little knowledge of Christianity, and gave no evi-

dence of having felt its power. = Secular motives had probably no
small influence in leading them to wish to become Christians.
Many of the Jews about Constantinople were in deep poverty and
distress.  Lhousands of them were reduced, by gra,du&l starya-

W Rap Baard For. Miss, 1886, p. 43.<-Ibid. 1837, p. 62,-—Ibid. 1342, p. 107, ---Ib1d
1844, p. 105,—Ibid. 1846, p. 101, ~-1bid. 1848, p. 151.~Ibid. 1852, p. T2 —-Mms. Her,
vol, xlv, pp. 400, 402,




tion, to skin and bone : untold misery reigned among them, A
station was also established among the Jews at Salonica ; but as
yet it does not appear to have been attended with any success.t
Among the Mahommedans of Turkey the missionaries had no
success. | Some of them might attain a more correct idew of

. Christianity ; but with martyrdom staring them. in the face; we |

_oan searcely wonder that none embraced it. ‘We are perhaps apt
to blame Mahommedans more than they deserve. We think the

aversion which they manifest to Christianity, is, without question, =

most unreasonables we ascribe it to prejudice, to perversity, to.
* depravity, and other evil principles. Tt never ocours to ou
‘minds that Mahommedans may have something to say for them-
selves; that they may be able to adduce plausible grounds for |

_ the preforence they give to their own religion. We, however,

think it may fairly be made a question whether Mahommedanism
i not a better religion than the Christianity of the East, from
which they naturally take their ideas of what Christianity is.
Assuredly it is, in many respects, a less absurd religion.  The
form in which it is daily presented to them, is as a system of
idolatrous worship, of gross superstition, of conseless rites and
" seromonies, of absolute and pure mummery; while both priests
and people are, in point of morals, generally much below them-
solves. They have thus exhibited before their eyes very natural |
and very plausible reasons for rojecting Christianity ; and it i3 *
no wonder that their objections should carry entire convietion
to their minds, and lead them to think any further inquiry in
regard to it perfectly unnecessary.? | il

1 Miss. Her, vol. xxix. p. 229 5 vol. xxxdi. p. 185 ; vol. xxxix, p. 72 5 vol, xl, P49
vol, xli. p. 114 ; vol. xlv. p. 274.—Rep. Board For. Miss. 1844, p. 118.—1bid. 1862,
P 6. . it
" 9 In corroboration of these views, w2 shall hore guote the following statement by Mr

Dwight, of Constantinople ¢ The Turks, a3 a body, haye neyer seen anything like &/

' fair exhibition of Christian character., Who can wonder that they should logk down i o

with contempt on the mummery and nonsense in the shape of religious rites which they =
_everywhere sce in the professedly Christian churches of the conutry, especially when
they also sea that the most exact performance of these rites does not restrain front the
grossést oxime?  To-day (Good-Friday) bas been a high day with the Catholics here,
and I conld not but feel, whon & saw some Turks lzughing ab the ceremonies they
- witnessed, that they wero in the right, and had reasonable ground for prejudice against
- gueh a religion as this,”-—Mfiss. Hei ol Xxvie Py 2600 ' it BT

Tt 38 otirious to gee whit a different extimate was foraned of the T.urkjsh' ché.raéter_by' il

the missionaries from what generally prevails among us.  If we wish to deseribe & man



| SECT. X—PERSIA,

URUMIAH.

Im Septemher 183.) the Rov. J Perkins sailed from Boston, w1th
" 4 view to missionary operations among the Nestorian Christians
in the Wostern parts of Persin.  After remmmng a few months at
: Gonstantmop]e, he embarked with his wife for Trebizond § from
' thence they travelled on horseback to Erzernm; but there they
. received such acconnts of the depredmtloua of the Kards on the
 frontier some days before, that instead of taking the direct road
o Tabriz, they weve induced to tarn off into the Russian provin- |
 ces, though that route was much longer, and involved & tedious
(uarantine,  On reaehmg the Russian frontier, however, they ex-
-perienced such dcla)s, and such annoyances and difficulties, as

i nf o despotae, harsh, uruel unrelenting character, we are accustomed to zay, He is &
. porfect Turk,” But they aive a very different view of the Turkish character. * The
Turks,” says Mr Perking, ‘¢ are naturally o noble race of men, They ave gober; digni-
fied in their demeanour, generous in their deportment, and very hospitable in their
i treatment of gtrangers. Lt the gospel resene them from the dominion of the syatem
of the false prophet, and she:l over them its kindly influence, and Asis Minor may well
be proud of its inhabitants.”—Perking's Hesidenge in Persiq, p. 108. —8ee also pi i
122, “The Tarks,” says Mrs Grant, */are considered by the American residents

' here” (Constantinople) “as a noble pevple, needing only civilization and the gospel to
vender them an ornament to the world.—Memoir of Mvs Dwight, with a Skeick of
 Mrs Grant, p. 261.. We have xeceived similar testimonies to the Turkish chaxcter

] from others whose previous opinions were nof likely to be favourable to it. N

" That Mahommedans in the Levant sustain a betber character than the Christians kR
hswe decided testimonies, ¢ The Turks,” writes My Goodell, from Beirut, & exhibif, il
| in some respests, wiore good traits of character than the nominal Christians of the
~country, The universal testimony of Frank merchants in the Levant is, that there is
' mmore honesty, more fair dealing, and more punctuality to engagements among the Turks

' than among the Cliristian secls ; and my own opinion perfectly eoincides with this besti-

mony. " Miss. Her, vol. xxiii. p. 108, ' Among Christians in the Levant, lying appears

o be exceedingly comnion, They will lie on the slightest temptation, and even with-

. out any visible temptation. This fact strongly indicates a loose morality. Lying it a
"gin which does' not cormonly stand alone, but is ordinarily employed as a covert for
other sins, < It is undoubted,” says Mr Homes, of Constantinople, * that the word of

a Mussulman may be oftener taken than that of a Christian. The latter have been 0

long ground down and oppressed, that character, reputation, and honour do not weigh

snuch with them. This, atid some other civewmstances, may account for the difference

Lietween their morals and those of the Mahommedans.”—Miss. Her. vol, xxxv. p. 28.

T'he separation of morality from religion in the churches of the Levant, is a strange
feature in their character. With us, a man may have morality without religion, but

" he cannot have religion without morality. An immoral man could never pass with us .

as a religious man.  With them, it is far otherwise. Heligion has litle or nothing to
do with the moral character of an individual, or of a commumtg A man may be




il made them hearfaly repent of hawng sub3ected themselves to the---.
insolence of the lower officials of Russia in her distant provmces.’_
After being detained fourteen days in quarantine at Gumry, the
frontier town, and having all their boxes broken open,. that their .
contents might be fumigated, thoy were informed at the custom=
‘house, whither the whole were now removed for exmnm&tmn, that,
with the exception of those containing their wearing-apparel, and
 afew articles for the road, they must all, including their books,
medicine-chest, and box of tools, go back into Turkey, being
_ Earopean goods, which were not permitted to he brought into :
Russia.  All remonstrances, and even offers of money, were n
vait.  Fresh harassments still awaited them. On arriving ab
N&kchavan, the frontier town toward Persia, they were detained

. by the governor, under the most vexatious circumstances; their 1

| passports were sent back to Erivan, apparently under a mere
pretext, thus occasioning their detention for other eight days.
Haying at length liberty to depart, they crossed the Aras, which

is the boundary between Russia and Persia.  “ T stood upon the

grossly Jmmoral, and yeb strictly religious. ¢ To be religions,” suys Mz Hamlin. of
Constantinople, * is to honour the Virgin and the saints, to mnke the sign of the eross
and bow down before them, to entreat them as intercossors, and to keep the fasts of
the Choreh, which is nothing more than laying aside animal food on certain days, but
- spending exfra time, thought, and money, in procuring a good variety of Tuxuries of

aiher kinds of food, Doing this, and remaining & faithful member of the Holy Apos-
tolical Chuveh, are sufficient to geenre a man’s salvation, Profaneness, perjury, and
injustice, are slight affairs, which a single confession will quickly wipe away. Breaking
the fasts, negleoting confession and absolution, nud other external rites, ave the damnahie
gins which can hardly find forgiveness either in this world or in the world to come.”

Of all this, the following it a striking example =~ Two Gresks, notorions for the v
piracies and other crimes,” writes Mt Goodell from Malta, * were, aliout three weeks
gince, tried and condemned, and three days after executed at this place. In the course |
of the trial, it appeared that the beef and anchovies on hoard one of the Iinglish vessels ]
which they pirated were left untouched ; and the circumstances under which they were
left, appenred to the court so peculiar, that the culprits were asked the cause of it.
They promptly answered, that it was at the time of the grest fast, when their Church
eat neither meat nor fish. They appeared t0 be most hardened and abandoned wretches,
enemies alike o their own and every other nation, and yet rigidly maintaining their
religious character ; and while they were robbing, plundering, and murdering, and
ghealing the women and children of their countrymen, and selling' them to the Turks,
amd committing other atrocious deeds, they would have ug understand they were not. so:"
wicked as to taste of meat or fish when prohibited by the canons of their Chureh. '

“ When they were apprehended, one of them had what he called a small piece of 1 t?w'
 gery eross of cwr blessed Saviowr, which he wore in his bosom ; and when this was token

' from hiny, he was greatly tronbled, as he was now, he thought, in danger of heing ki]lécl' i
by some means, whereas before, not even a ‘all conld touch him. :

“ After their condemnation, the Greek pmst in Malta confossed them ; and the act
count he gave of t.hem wes this, that they were both very religious. And yet ong of




river ‘-.ba.uli,” 'says Mr Perlans,l ol and 1001@(1 trembhngl__ uutgl___'-'
every article had cleared the hoat, and lay safe upon the Persian
shore, lost the officers should fabricate some prefext to embarrass
'-us_.st,;ll further, Like captives emerging from a cruel imprisons

- With rejoicing hearts did we take our last look of that comntry
where we had been detained and oppressed move than four weeks,
for the sake of making a journey of six days, while we were com-

. pelled to leave behind us two-thirds of our luggage, to come to us

' by way of Turkey.” Previous to his liberation, Mr Perkins had
- sent a letter to Sir John N. R. Campbell, the British ambassa-

. dor at Tabriz, informing him of their situation; and they had

scarcely emcamped for the day, after having pasded the Avas,

when a courier rode up to their tent, and put into their hands a

letter from hig excellency, in which he stated that the Russian

ambassador, to whom he had lost no time in communicating his

them was employing the last precious Lhourg in which he enjoyed the light of this world,
and the privileges of probation, in writing a song, in which, awmong other things indi-
pakive of an impenitent and exceedingly depraved heart, he bequeathed (and dirested |
his friends to carry) to his wife, three portions of poison, to be taken, one in the morn-

_ be morried at Malta, represents his tragical end as his nuptials, his bride as the gal?
lows, his mother-in-law the tomb, &0, Tudeed, he appeared to feel that he had been
& very religious man ; that he had xow confessed, and obtained absolution for all :

. wherein he had failed of being religious 3 and that therefore he had nothing more to do

\| than to mdulge: in wit, humour, and sareasm.”--AMiss. Her. vol, XX¥. p. 313 vol,

xxxvii. p. 487,
Mr Ladd of Bruﬁa in Agia Mumr, thus writes :—° These Easbem Chnsb:ans are -
very much surprised that we have so few forms conneoted with our religion, This des-

| titution of forms and ceremonies is, in their view, almost equivalent to infidelity, T
engon of this is obyvions. They have no idea that true religion consists in an inbernal

ment, we now felt that we again inbaled the air of freedom.

ing, one at noon, and the other at night, He also jodosely tells her that he is about to _I _

prmulpie, and depends essentially upon a purified state of the heart ; but they sappose .

it fo bealtogether eonversant with, external actions.
<0 It 38 often surpriging to more anhghtencd Clmatmnn, that any one can possibly call
hmmelf by the name of Christ, or entertain any satisfactory hope of heing saved, while
ho s guilty of such open flagrant immoralities as most of these Hastern (‘hnstmns

. of the nature of religion is understood, the whole mystery is solved. ' Immoral conduct
.o Lis perfecily consisbent with a stxiot observanes of religious forms ; and if their congeience
“still feels any compunctions of guilt, these are all quieted when confession to & priest has
procured the desived absolution,  The hope of salvation does not imply, in their view,
holinesgof life ; and hence, to be a good Christian is quite consistent mth all manner of
wickedness,'—iss. Her, vol, xxxix. p. 847.
These statements give us u vivid idea of the sad comhtwn of the. ancmnt (,hurches,
amd explain, but too satisfactorily, the attachment of their votariesto them. | They shew,
" =nlso, the great rmheulty there munt be in gaunng t.hem over to the slmphcuﬁy and pun'y '
. ‘of the gonpel

r
S

"-;‘ganemlly commit, not excepting priests, bishops, or patriarchs.  But when their view



! ]etter was to de‘%pateh a letter thnt mght to the oﬂ’icer oommand—
- ing Nakchevan, to make armngements for immediately permitting
them to cross the frontier, should they not alre ady have received
their passports from Erivan; that in considevation of Mrs Per-
}mns g situation, who was near the time of her eonﬁnement, he had

_ sent a taktrawan,® and four mules, torelieve her from the fatngue_ filih o
of riding on horseback, with three or four bottles of l“rench claret, )
and some tea, sugar, and biscuit, as their long detention in quar-

‘antine mlght have exhausted their supplies of these articles ; that

‘he had given directions for providing lodgings for them on their i
. arrival in Tabriz, until they could make better arrangements for |
thernselves, together with other cirenmstances, the whole shewing =
a degree of considerate kindnoss on the part of bis exceﬂency, e

whieh reflects much credii upon him, more ospecially as they

were entire strangers to him. Mrs Perkins had already rode on

- horseback, and w1th comparative comfort, between six and seven
“hundred miles : but the exchange of her saddle for the litter was
now most grateful. Next day, they had halted but a short time,
when an English gentleman rode up to their tent, who proved to
be no other than Dr Riach, physician of the English embassy at
Tabriz, whom they had seen at Constantinople on bis way to
Persia. = On learning their harassing circumstances on the banks
of the Aras, he had procured a Russian passport, and advanced
‘thus far on his way to the Russian frontier, with the view of re-
1i1&ining with them, should he not find them liberated, and of
accompanying them on the road, thathe might contribute to their
somfort, and administer medical assistance in case of need.  Such
gonerous acts of kindness made a deep impression on their hearts,
still bleeding with the recollection of their recent trials, and
throbbing with joy under the feeling of their happy deliverance.
After travelling other two days, they reached Tabriz in saicty A

58 Lmd of litter, the only vehicle used in Persia ; it resembles a close palanqum 5 or
a sedan chair, but is sarried by mules instead of men,—Perking, p. A7l ;
4 Porking’s Residence of Hight Years in Pergia among the Neﬂtﬂ!‘mn Chnstw.na, pp
.27, 83,71, 81, 93, 114, 120, 125, 134, 187, 157, i --
My Pérkins gives a striking matanee of the eonfidence which is pla.ned in Eugliahmen gl
_iu the Eust.  When at Erivan, be writes, ¢ Our unanticipated expenses, arising from
dong detention in quarantine, and other circumstances atfending our cirenitous route,

had nearly exhausted my purse. I stated the fact to our Pergian servant, aud asked

him what we shduld do.  He soon wandered away to the bazaar; and eonducted to aur
tent a Persian merchant from Tabriz, who was an entive stranger fo the sorvant, as



. wst thrc,e days fter their m-rwal a.b Ta,bmz, Mrs Perkma __
‘bécame the mother of a da.ughter, of whose existence she was not
_'cc-nsuous for several days, ' Her prﬁvmus fa,t.ig,ues, exposures, '
and anxietios, had shaken her system'; incessant vomiting for
“Beveral houvs ‘was attended by repeated and so severe convile
sions, that they appeared enough to shake to pieces the firmest
frame ; after which the vital sp*&rk seomed, for nearly a weclk, as '
i almost extingnished.  "Three English physicians were in
attendance, Dr Riach, who met them on the road, Dr Griffiths,
surgeon of the English detachment, and Dr Maeneil, then first :
secrotary of the embassy. They all manifested the utmiost
- solicitude about her, but, at the same-time, told her husband that
_ they saw no likelihood of lier recovery. His feelings in these
 eireumstances may be meve casily conceived than deseribed ; the i

perils  and- trials. of their long and toilsome journey just

ended ; hls companion for life, who had so happily survived those

trials, now n,pparently in the agomes of death; and he ‘ﬁlmself'

".’I-ig

. Well a8 to myemlf but who was still rea.dy to 1end ing a8 much money, a.ncl foraglonga '
period as'l wished, with no other security than my promissory note, written in English, (A
nob a word ‘of wh wh he could understand.  This implicit confidence in a foreigner and a®
stranger it but a fair illnstration of the unlimited éredit of the English in the Bast ; for ©
my seryant had announced me to the merehzmt as an Boglishman, our naﬁenahty as R
Americans bmqg then hatdly known inPersia. 1 horrowed fifty dollars of him, which =

I paid some weeks afterswards, on his presentmg my uote, at Tabviz, The Persiam, i

. for pbyious reazons, will never confide in each other in that manner. ”—P&a wing, P. 181,
© Mr Giroves, when at Bagdad, mentions mmlla.r mﬂtan-.es of GOnﬁdenee m hun in advane«
L ing hint money. .

“We have already mentioned the great kmdness of ‘-_hr J ohn Ny R Campbell, ﬂm ¥

English ambassador, to Mr and Mrs Perkins ; but it is only due to Count SlnlOnIthf i,
the Russian ambassador, to stite that he also acted With great prompthesd in intexfering
in their Behalf, and: slewed maeh so],m%ucle for their speedy relief. His letter to the
commanding officer of Nakchevan W in very decisive terms ‘< I know not,” ha wrote, Wt
““ undar. what authority you act in ‘detaining that gentleman and lady: but, be that gritied

authont.y what it may, I request you fo release them immetﬂately ; and if you have
any apprehension that you may be blamed for so doing, I hold myself fully r%pons:bl@- !
for tha measare.” <Zbid. p. 140. ;

W also take this opportunity of mentioning, tha.t the suhséqnent Eu:zhrsh a.mbassa-

dors to the Court of Persia, the Honourable Henry Ellis and Sir John Macneil, acted
in the most friendly way to the missionaries ; and when the English émbasey Ieft the
country, in consequence of differences with the Persian government, the Russian anr-
bassador took themn under his prutectwu, and exerted himgelf in their behalf in a viry
, friendly manner. At the same time, it is only due to the government to state, that the
* Persian apthorities, including the king himself, shewed every disposition to protect
~them,  The Shah even encouraged their efforts: for the ednocation of the young,—#Fei-
binsy po. 218, 371,396, 400, 419. AT s
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-"lm.vmg (ml}r the; cheorless proslaect of bemg sqon left a{.st:»lltary:
. pilgrim in this dark and distant land, ¢ But,” says he,  though.
"m0 American voice was near to comfort me in these trying

| mmnmst&.nces, a merciful Prowdencf, had not left me mthout.-_-_":-":f-_';":'
| friends, Pavents and brothers could not have been more tender s
' and assiduous in their kindness than we*” Jhe English residents. = |

. Bir John bampbell the ambassador, sets, ipeatedly to us, sayingi|
¢ My house is open to you; spare nothing that can contribute to, |

_'_your veliof and comfort” Mrs Nishet, the wife of the com=
| missary to the English military detachment, in Persia, a pious

and excellent man, tOOL home our infant on the day of its birth,

. and relieved me of all anxiety respecting it; and Dr Riach

. stayed four days and nights at Mrs Perkins’ bed-side, not leaving
~‘the house to cat or sleep (the other physicians also calling
' repeatedly), until, by little less than a miracle of Divine merey,

| we were permitted to cherish the hope of her recovery. Noone

{will wonder that, after a short vesidence in Persia, we had become

tenderly attached to the English in that country ; and the treat~

wment which we received from them on our arrival is but a
speulmen of their kindness to us from that period to the present
time.” 1 '
My Perking remained near fifteen months at Tahm.: 28 it was
not deemed pradent for him to talke up his residence at Urumiah
among the Nestorians, until he should be joined by a fellow-
missionary. He however paid a short visit to that place with the
view of obtaining a teacher from whom he might learn their
language while he remained at Tabriz. In this he found little

7 difficulty.. Mar Yohannan, one of the Nestorian bishops, readily

agreed to return with him: and he engaged a young priest,
named Abraham, about twenty vears of age, to accompany him
as his servant. Hearing, at-length, that the Rev. James L.
Moerrick, and Dr Asahel Grant a physician, were on their way
to Persia, he proceeded to meet them that he might conduct
‘them to Tabriz; and after travelling between five and - sm;
hundred miles he fell in with them at a village midway between
 Trebizond and Erzerum. Mr Merrick was sent out with the
‘special view of colleeting information concerning the chavacter
i a,nd condition of the Mahommeda,ns in Persia and Centra.l Asm,-
' A Perkms, p 142 -




and .--"":Bcertmmng whe.re 1t m:ght ba expedmnt to i‘or” | missi

-ary stations.l

In November 1835, Mr 1’erkms and Dr Gmnt remmred from---
! T.‘.Lbl‘l? to Urumial, which is situated on the western side of the

i lake of the same name, about twelve miles from the shorve. The

neighbouring country is ‘of surpassing beauty and fertlhty, and |

| the climate, with its brilliant skies and balmy breezes, is natumlly

. one of the finest in the world.  Yet the plain of Urumiah is very

. unhenlthy, particularly to foreigners. Fever and ophthalmia fve
_ especially prevalent, the former arising, no doubt, from the

| miasmata of the vast amount of decaying vegetable substances,

S and of tho many pools of stagnant water around the town. On
. the shoves of the lake there are deposited immense quantities of .

saltt the lake is so salt that fish cannot live in it, and the speclﬁa.

 gravity of the water is so great that a man will not sink in it

il lower than his shoulders.2 :
The Nestorian Christians are a small but venerable remnant of

& oneo great and influential Christian church,  They received the

name from Nestoriug, a native of Syria, who was made Bishop of =
Constantinople in 428, but was deposed and excommunicated by =
the third General Council of Ephesus in 431, upon a charge of

hevesy, arising probably in part from his efforts to correct the
popular superstition, which had begun to give to the Virgin Mary
the unseriptural title of the mother of (.wd and still more, perhaps,
~ from the envy and ambition of Cyril, Bishop of Alexandria. He
- was first banished to Arabia Petrasa; he was afterwards trans-

A Perking, pp. 165, 174, lﬂ? 188, 218, 215,~—Miss, Her. vol, xxx. pp. 402, 40!'» '
3 Porking, pp. 8, 227, 285, 487, 393, 464, ; -
¥ The gaology of this region,” says Mr Perking, “ig exceedingly mtamatmg, but very

-httle anderstood. Tt appears to have a striking resemblance in its galt mountains,

lukes, &c., to the valley of the Dead Sea. I have often regretted my inability to con-

. tribote moxe to the interests of the natural sciencos, by nob possessing a betber acquaint-

‘ange with them ; and did not my missionary work press with a4 mountain weight upon
me, I should be strongly tempted at least to study geology in a 'somewhat systematic
manner, so wonderfully interesting does the face of Persia appear in a geological point
of view. This and the other natural seiences have peculiar ¢lsims on foreign mission:
avies, who, visiting as they do all parts of the world, enjoy opportunities for contributing
1o this dapartmient of knowledge, with almost no sacrifice of time or effort, which are
. possessed by no other class of American citizens, Candidates for missions should have
. thisin wind, and a5 they would incicase their future usefulness, secutre a good, practical
knowledge of the physical sciences as an important pn,ri, of their academical edncation.”

[ =Perking; p. 804,




