| ported toone of the Oases of Libya; and he finally died in Upper
~ Ngypt. But thongh persecuted himself, his cause was talen up
by lis countrymen in the East, particularly in the famous school |
. of Edessa in Mesopotamia, where many Christian youths of Per«
L sl were educated ; and the numbers who fayoured his views so
. increased, that they beeame the dominant Christian sect in that =
country. One remarkable feature of the Nestorians, was their
. missions in Central and Eastern Asia. At what time these were
| commenced, is uncertain; but the more active periods of thent
~are supposed to have been between the 7th and the 18th centu-
. ries. Previous to the overthrow of the Caliphs in 1258, the
Nestorians had become widely extended throughout the Kast.
They are said to have had churches not only in Persia, but in
' Atmenia, Syria, Mesopotamia, and Arabia, in Malabar in the Fast’
TIndies, in the vast regions of Tartary, from the Caspian Sca to |
Mount Taurus, through the greater part of what is now-known
as Chinese Tartary, and even in China itself.  ‘ Under the reign
of the Caliphs,” says Gibbon, *the Nestorian Church was dif-
fused from China to Jerusalem and Cyprus, and its numbers,
with those of the Jacobites, were computed to surpass the Greek
“and Latin communions.” Most of these churches, there is ground
to conclude, have long since become extinct; the Nestorians are
now found ehiefly in the district of Urumiah, and in the neigh-
bouring mountains of Kurdistan. ! i b
The number of the Nestorians is not well ascertained, Mr
Perkins estimates them at about 140,000,—namely, in the Moun-.

1 Perkins, pp. 1, 5, 7.—Miss. Hex. vol. xxxiv, pp. 289, 207.—@ibbon, vel. viil. p.
345, ' : i '
An interesting account of the missions of the Nestorian Christiuns in Central and
astern Asin, may be found in Miss. Her. vol. xxxiv, p. 289.  Bub though the general
fach is not without interest, they were probably, in consequence of their defective Chris-
tian character, of no great importance. Such, ab least, was the opinion of Neander,
the distinguished ecclesiastical historian. = ““ As late,” says he, ““ng the ninth century,
fhe Nestorian Church had gome flourishing seminaries (especially that at Nisibis in
Mesopotamia) for the education of the clergy, but after that period they soen to have
declined, for the information we possess respecting the itinorant clergy in Asid, proves.
them to have been men greatly deficient in theological erudition, Christian knowledge,

* and n deep tone of Christian feeling., It is true that they were animated with a zeal for
. making proselytes, but frequently they were satisfied if a' number, of people made an
outward profession of Chiistianity, and observed o cortain round of Christian and ecclo-
ginsbion] ceremonios. We must, therefors, receive with suspicion the accounts which
‘the Nestorians themselves, inclined to extol the merits of their sect, and accustomed to




tama, "l10 000 a.nd xn the dmtmt of Urummh bet en 30 09
and 40, 000 The town of Urumiah contains ahouf. 2,000 mh g
 bitants, but of these not more than 600 are N estorians, 'l‘hﬁy}
_are numerous in the vﬂla,ges of the plain; in some cases oecupy-
ing a village exclusively, in others, living in the same village
with Mahommedans.  In their manners, they partake much of
_ the suavity and urbanity of the Persian character. | Compared
. with them, the Nestorians of the Mountains, thoufrh originally of |
. the same stock, are a rude, wild, uncivilized race. According to =
. the fraditions current among them, they are of Jewish descent;
they dislike exceedingly the name of Nestmmns, and call them»’ )
_ selves Chaldeans.? | i
The Nostorians are much more simple and scx‘:ptuml 1w many- i
 of their views, than the Romish, Greek, Amnenmuz,1L 4ad other IS
. oriental Churches. They professed the greatest r&vdrence for
 the Holy Seriptures, were desivousof having them in ffieir verna-
. cularlanguage, which all conld understand, and in theory, ab least,
~ oxalted them far above all human traditions. They abho‘““d
- image-worship, auricular confession, and the doctpne of purgb,x' i
~tory. . On the subject of the divinity of Christ, in velation to
. which the charge of heresy is made against them' by the Romish
| Church and many of the orlenml sects, their belief ig ort,hodox

tho hymrbohca.l st.yle of Asia, have given of t.helr labonrs for the conversicn of heathen
tribes. They spread in those regions of Asia, in which a tendtnuy to a mixture of vas
rions religions has al'ways been obgervable. Dpportumt:ea for mldmg to this mixture
gome Uhristian elements, could easily be found, and these may have been repregented by |
the Nestorians as conversions to Christianity.”— Neander's Church History, vol ix, p. o
B8, in Caleutta Christ. Observer, vol. }m p. 719, W
A Perkins, pp, 2, 8, 9, 175 : ;
Dr Grant prblished a wirk entitled 7The Nestw‘tcma, or the Losz i"rtbes, in which
he endeavoured to shew that they are the descondanty of the long-lost ten tribes of Israel,
‘We o not find that any of the other missionaries adopted his views. Dr Edward Rolb-
inson; the distinguished traveller in the Fast, after examining Dr Gravt's theory, we« (i
Jeoted it. | His argament, drawn from’ the resemblance hetween certain custoras and .
observances of the Nestorians, and some of the rites and practices of the Israelites; he
considers ag proving too much, ‘as they are not, in general, either Jowish or Nestorian
digtinetively, but Oriental, in the broad sense of the term, and it might, consequently,
he applied with equal pru;_ll‘iet_y to most easiern nations, and shew them to be all of the
same origin.—Periing, pp. 2, 320.  There is, besides, often much of fancy in diseovering
and drawing eorreaponclwcns betwecn different tribes and nations, while points of differ-
enge are overlooked, when 'a writer hag in view the establishment of some peculidr and
favourite opinion.  Indeed, in: regard to matters of this kind, it s scarcely possible to
arrive at anything like certainty, and there will always be room for doubts and he:u-
tation,




-...-.-:'mmv mmxcm o bums'rw my

* mosh important truths of Christianity. Of the great doetrine of

a.nd Scrlptuml bnt yet they were wofuﬂy lgnorant of nther and'l.:'

.-Justlﬁmtlon by faith, they knew little or nothing, = Of the nature

and necessity of regeneration, they were equally ignorant.  Re-
pentance for sin they confounded with outward rvites and bodily

‘austeritics, Many human and childish traditions were eurvent
among them, and their expomuons of Scripture were at g\ ik

mystlual and puerile. ! s LR
" The worship of the Nestorians in their churches conmsts merely
in chanting portions of the Psalms, and reciting their liturgy,
' which are all in the ancient Syriac language, and are understood
i ‘uy few, either of the priests or the people. Their 1'eligiou-s ser-
(vices:: appear to' be a mere heartless form; the exercises of the
people § fimgd to consist chiefly in bowing, kneeling, and crossmg il
themsel s.’\l f
It was ‘pid ful to see to what an extent the Sabbath was pro-
faned Ameng the Nestorians. A few of them attended prayersat
the,s 1»11_11*0]1 early in the morning ; the rest of the day was spent

lin/Avansacting business, in visiting, feasting, amusement, and dis-

sipation, though working does not seem to be allowed.?
Among the Nestorians, fastings are very frequent. About a
hundred and seveniy days, or nearly ome-half of the year, are
devoted to them, During their fasts, they abstain from animal
food, but not for a single day from food altogether. = Each fast
is anticipated and followed by a fostival, to make up for their
solf-denial during the fast. In this way, nearly the whole year
is cut up between fasts and foasts, into seasons of partial abstin-
ence and of gross indulgence, of senseless mummery. or noisy
revelling. By common consent, it is held lawful and proper
among the Nestorians to labour and transact business durmg
their fasts; the only difference between these and other times, i3
abstinence from apimal food. It matters nothing how richly:

 their vegetable dishes are served up; indeed the palatable prepa-

ration of Fast dishes is quite a science among them. During the
festivals, on the contrary, it is reckdned very improper to labour.

% Grant's Nestovians, p. 6.—Ferking, pp. 20 205 247, 257, 17.—NMiss. Her. vol,
xxxix. p. 61,-Rep. Board Ror. Miss, 1842, p. 128 j

2 Miss, Her. vol. xxxiii. p. 33.—Parkins, pps 182,188,
3 Miss, Her. vol. xxxiv. pp. 800, 805.—Perkins, p. 247,




carousal. Iﬁ is nni. easy o concewe what an, amuunt of
 vesults from the weeks of idleness, and the general eheck to
 industry, caused by this prohibition of labour. The‘_people-."p!‘_q
claim with great self-complacency the number and the length of
their fasts; they consider them as the great badge and proof of
‘true Chvistians 5 they would sooner die than taste animal focd on
. one of their fast days.* - g
. Among the Nestorians, false}mod swearing, aml mtampemnuo,--j_

. were p“evaﬂmp sing, The great majority of them, bath pmesfs
Land peoplc indulged in lying, Truth was held in small estima- |

~ tion axnong them, and falsehood was little or no reproach. Lying,

- they alleged, was often indispensable to save them from being

| overreached and oppressed by their Mahommedan masters. This

| want of veracity led to the frequent and general use of oaths ||
among them. From the man of gray hairs to the child who had

: just learned to talk, swearing was universal. = They intersporsed

| ",11: in their conversation on all subjects, however trivial they might
' be.  Intemperance was in like manner exceedingly prevalent
i '..among them. . With few excepmons, they were a nation of wine-
© bibbers. Their fertile country being like one great vmeyard i
"'-_;"they alloged that their facilities for indulging in the use of
. wine the only pm\rllpge left them to cheer and sustain their
spirits was a precious boon vouchsafed to them by Heaven, and |
~almost under the m’solemble oppressions of their Ma,hommedan_ '
- rulers, 2 | i | i
. I'he morals of the N estorians were, however, in some respects i
' vasﬂy superior to those.of their Mahommedan neighbours. The

~ virtue of chastity, for example, was scarcely found among the
latter, while by the formor it was, to a considerable extent, held ;
sacred.3 - e
Few of the Nestoriang were able to read or write. - Fow even
of the ecolesiastics could read intelligibly. A majority of the
priests could merely chant their devotional services in the ancient
Syriao language, while neither they nor their hearers knew any-

: Mlss. Her, vol. xxxiii. p, 88 ; vol. xxxiv. p. 209 ; vol. xxxix, p 61, -—Pm'kms, pp.'
241, 254,

% Miss. Her, vol. xxxviil, p. 266 ; vol. xxxix, p. 60-~Ferking, pp: 247,

) Mms Her, vol. xxxv. p. 279.




";thmg ﬁf their meamng Even some of thﬁi bJBhops in the Mouuu
taing were equally ignorant.l i

copy of the New Testament wag ravely to be seen. They had

_ The number of books amon.g the N estomans was very 11!111130(1 Chg
and copies ‘of them were extremely rare. @ The lLibrary. of th_e i
. patriarch, which had often been represented to the misgionaries =
~ as altogether prodigious; and might appear so to these simple-
‘hearted people, was found to consist of not move than sixty =
volames, a part of which ‘were duplicates ; yet there was no
. other collection of books among the Nestorians to be compared
- with it. | Not a single: completa copy of the Holy Seriptures was
to be found in the possession of any of them. Even a whole

i the whole Seriptures in their hands, but it was in detached por-

tions, some of which were very rare, As a consequence of this,
there was great 1gnora,nc0 among all classes, both clergy and- )
With & name to live, and with a rigid punctiliousness in ob, =
. gorying the outward forms of their religion, the Nestorians as a |

laity.2

body were dead. The vitality and power of Christianity were

gone. Scarcely a symptom of spiritual life remained. «Indeed,
~in both: an intellectual and religious point of view, the flame of .

their candle had long been flickering, and it now appeared A it

 ready to expire.?

But though Christianity was in a very decayed stato among _
them, we must not conclude that it cost them no sacrifices, lt

cost them the rights and privileges of freemen, and brought upon
them every kind of oppression and ignominy, = Christians in Eng-

land and America know nothing, in comparison with the Neste- i

rians, of suffering for the name of the Lord Jesus. They are

' habitually called by the Mahommedans, unclean, infidels, dogs,

and they are treated in accordance with such appellations. = Often
their property, and gometimes their ¢hildren, are wantonly taken
from them, on aceount of their profession of Lhrzstmmty; while

their renunciation of it would place them at once beyond the

reach of such indignities and sufferings. It is wonderful that
they have clung so tenaciously, from century to century, to the

1 Miss. Her. vol, xxxiv. p. 806 ; sol. £¥¥ix. ps 62.—Perking, pp. 17, 219,
% Miss, Her, vol.xxxvilii p. 266 ; vol. xxxix, p. 62.—Perking, pp. 11 351,
4 Perkins; pp. 247,249,




mhgldtx Chuist, wheu they hacl to. pa.y stmh aﬁ prme for 11;, vhile
yet thoy were uncheered and unsustmned by its lmng power a.nd
-'@onsola.%wns. i g X
.| On coming to Uramiah, the missionaries were very fa,vourab'
' received by the Nestorians, particularly by some of the bxshop.
It is also due to the Mahommedans, and especially to the higher
- _clamas, Mboolahs as well as others, to state, that they uniformly
 treated them with great kindness and respect. The governor
~ shewed them great consideration ; and Malek Kasem Mirza,
. one of the princes of the royal family, who appeared very desir-
. vus of promoting the improvement of his country, was on a most
 friendly footing with them. The ready access which they had o
persons of the highest rank in Persia, commended them to the
respect and confidenco of all classes, and contributed much to!
seoure them from danger and annoyance,? bl
" One of the first objects to which they directed theu' attention,
‘was the edueation of the people.  With a view to this, they com-
‘menced a seminary of a superior kind, for the purpose of pre-
paring native agents, some for the office’ of teachers, and others
of priests. Among their early pupils were several bishops, priests, |
- and deacons, some of them advanced in ye'u's, who availed them—\ A
o “selves of the adva,ntages of the institution.® - e
' Besides the seminary, tho missionavies established common
sahools in the villages. Nearly all the more populous villages
_in the plain of Urumiah were, after some years, supplied with
.| the means of education. The teachers were generally priests or
deacons, or persons who had been educated in the seminary.4 =
They also, after some time, established a female boarding- = '
‘sehool.  To educate females appeared to the Nestorians at first
- strange and novel, and even as overstepping the bounds of mo-
desty and proprlety A fow girls had previously been received
both into the seminary and the village schools, as it was thought
better to brihg them together, in the first instance, with the
boys, than to establish a separate school for them, lest a prema-

1 Perkins, p. 248.
2 Thidi pp. 208, 228, 281, 250, 232, 287, 200, 203, 300, 525, 342, 874, 883, 397, 418,
430.
4 Thid, p. 250.~Miss. Her. vol. xxxv. p. 279 ; vol, xxxix. p. 844,
B 4 Rep. Board For, Miss. 1887, p. 64.~—Miss. Her. vol. xaxvi. p. 38. 5 vold xlvm
o p. 1205,



-- ture attempt of the kmd shouid exclte usndue notomty; and per- i

' haps call forth opposition. 'The hoardmg~aclxoel which they at
length cstablished was not attended at first by many scholave, |
but the few who did attend made good progress. Ultimately, it i
‘was eminently successful, and bad a powerful effect in doing away
with the prejudices of the people against female education.. The

course of study pursued in it had reference to thorough training.

e While the Bible, studied geographically, historically, and doc-
 trinally, was the principal text-book, avithmetio, geography, phy-
_ siology, natural philosophy, and profane history, also received'a

_due share of attention. As regards system, order, studiousness,
- good conduct, and rapid Jmprovement the school was thought
_not to be surpassed by any in Ameriea. ! L
/' The missionaries, from the time of their arrival in the country, i
‘had sought, in their intercourse with the bishops and priests, to

communicate to them Seriptural views of Christianity. They :.:
had also held meetings for religious worship with the pupils in

the seminary, and su(,h others as chose to attend. They had
‘long locked forward to the time when the way would be opened

for their preaching to the people in their own language; and
this having been desired by some, they proposed making a begin-
ning in a private house, if a convenient place could be found,
‘rather than, by meeting in the church at Urumiah as was pro-
posed, run the risk of exciting the jealousy and opposition of the
priesthood.  But on mentioning. their views to several of the
ecclesiastics, they assured them that there would be no objections
to their preaching in the church ; that bishops, priests, deacons,

and people would all approve of it. They accordingly preached =
in the church on the following Sabbath, when about forty or fifty

people assembled, and listened in perfect silence, and with encour-
aging attention. The Nestorians were hitherto unaccustomed
to preaching in their churches; indeed, the priests, from thear
ignorance, were incapable of preaching.? thiiee
Haying made a commencement of preaching in the clmrch at i
Urumiah, they soon began to preach also in the churches of the
neighbouring villages. The people a.ttended in consxdemble num-

1 Perking, pp. 290, 336,~-Miss. Her. vol. xxxix, p. 66 701. xlviii. p 7. —Rep.

"' Board For. Miss. 1852, p. 87.

2 Miss. Hex, vol. xxxvi, p. 498, ~ Parkins, P 338




a mxsamnama were obhged o, refuse ma.ny a.pphuatwna fwm
it nna.gaa as promising ag thoge in which they held religious ser-
 yiees, It must not, however, he supposed that the people were.
0 eager to hear the gospel, that they themselves made these_.._._
. applications.  The priests of the vﬂlages were the movers; and
it was, doubtless, in many cases, in the hope of finding: emplay-?
. ment as teachers of schoo]s, or in some other way in connexion j f
<m*.h the wission.t |
\ In October 1839, Dr Gra.nt after a difficult and parllous jours
; :ney from Constantinople, by way of Mosul, arrived at Julamerk,
. the metropolitan village of the independent Nestorians, who in.
~ habit the mountains of Kurdistan, to the west of Urumiak. They
were a bold hardy race; and though surrounded by powerful
neighbours, had always maintained their independence, and had
hitherto set at defiance even the predatory and lawless Kurds,?
| Dr Grant had been warned of the danger of penetrating into _
. their country ; ‘and though his heart had been long set on visiting
them;, yet, in entering i, he was not without apprehensions as to |
the reception he might meet with. = He gives the followmg av- ’
.count of his approach to Leza,n, the first of their villages - il
set off ab an early hour in the movning; and after a toilsome
“ascent of an hour and a half, 1 found myself at the summit of the
mountain, where a scene indeseribably grand was spread out be-
. fore me. The country of the independent Nestorians opened
. before my enraptured vision like a vast amphitheatre of wild pre-
_ cipitous mountaing, broken with deep dark-looking defilos and
narrow glens, into few of which the eye could penetrate, so faras
4o gain a distinet view of the cheerful snn!mg villages, which hzwe'-“ ;
Jong been the secure abodes of the main body of the Nestorian
 Church, the home of a hundred thousand Christians, around
whom the arm of Omnipotence had reared the adamantine ram-
parts, whose lofty snow-capped summits seemed to blend with the
skies in the distant horizon. I retired to a sequestered pinnacle
of arock, wheve I could feast my eyes upon the sublime spec-

1 0Miss, Her, vol. xxxvil, pp. 63, 882, 3865 vol, xxxviii. p. 266,

2 It was only, however, the more populous distriets of Diss, Tyary, Jelun, Bass, and
Tehoob, which could be called independent ; the less populous districts were subject to
the Kurdish tribes who dwell in the same parts, and, being far more nwmerous than the

Nestorians, grievously oppressod and often plondered them.—Perkins, pp. 6, 501,



gl PROPAGATION OF CHRISTIANTTY

.tuci.é,. and 51}'&11‘1! ont. my 'hear..tfbl;t"gﬁ#ti'tude- that 1 ha.dbeen e |

_brought at length, through so many perils, to behold a country
from which emanated the brightest beams of hope for the long
‘benighted empire of Mahommedan delusion, by whose millions of

 yotaries 1 was surrounded on every side. it

« After gazing and wondering at the scenes before me, I sped
my course down the steep declivity of «the mountain, now cau-

. tiously climbing along the precipitous descent, and over the rocks, |

which obstructed our course; now resting my weary limbs aunder
the inviting shade of some wild pear-tree ; and anon, mounted on
. my hardy mule, winding along the narrow zig-zag pathway oyer
. the mountain spurs, and down, far down to the banks of the
. rvolling, noisy, dashing Zab, where lay one of the large populous
villages of the independent Nestorians, which extended, amid for- 14
tile gardens, for more than a mile in lerigth. P
“ What reception shall I meet with from these wild sons of tho
mountain, who have never before seen the face of a foreignor !
How will they regard the helpless stranger, thrown go entirely
upon their merey ¢  One breath of suspicion might blast my
fondest hopes. But God was smiling upon the work in which 1
was engaged; prayer had been heard; and the way was prepared
before me in a manner truly wonderful. The only person I had
ever seen from this remote tribe was a young Nestorian, who
came to me about a year ago, entirely blind. He said he had
never expected to see the light of day, till my name had reached
his country, and he had been told that I could resiore his sight.
With wonderful persevorance lie had gone from village to village,
secking some one to lead him by the hand, till in the course of
five or six wecks he reached my residence at Urumiah, where I
removed the cataract from his eyes, and he returned to his moun-
tains ‘seeing. Scarcely had I entered the first village in his
country, when this young man, hearing of my approach, came,
with a smiling countenance, bearing in his hand a present of
honey, in token of his gratitude for the restoration of hissight,
and affording me an introduction to the confidence and the affecs
tions of his people.” b Gt R
On arriving at Diss, the residence of the patriarch, Dr Grant
met with a very friendly reception from Mar Shimon, who ap-
peared to onter very cordially into the measures he proposed for



edncatmg the peoplﬂ prmfidmg them wzth tho Holy Scmptures

- and raising ap a well-instructed priesthood.* | : i
Dr Grant subsequently made repeated 7131153 to the mdependent. i

Ne estovians.  He travelled through the whole length and breadih of Mol

their col'mtry, traversing the mountains in almost every divection,

and gained, as he thought, the friendship and ¢onfidence, not only of

| ' the pah*iarch and lLis people, but of the Kurds, with whom he was L

brought, in his capacity as a physician, into very intimate and
friendly intercourse. Iaving now the prospect of being joined
by other missionaries, he made arrangements for forming stations
" at various places; and he began to build a house for the accom-
modation of three mission families at a vﬂlage called Asheta, in
the district of Tyary ; but all his plans were suddenly broken up

by the calamities which now overtook the Nestorians of thu Moun-
 tains.?

dn July 1843, thb forccs of Nurulah Bey and Bader Khan
Bey,_ two powerful Kurdish chiefs, made a descent upon the dis-
' tricts of Diss and Tyary, The Kurds and the Nestorians dswell-

| ing in the same mountains had always maintained a hostile atti-

tude to each other. ~Mar Shimon, the present patriarch, had

| excited the violent hostility of his own people, by what they called i

his grasping at political power, which had been claimed by none
~ of hig predecessors, but by the Meleks only. He also roused the
 jealousy and hatred of his neighbour Nurulah Bey, the powerful =
chief of the Hakary Kurds, whose very existence as Emir would
be endangered, should the Nestorians rise in political influence,

as would certainly be the case if they became united under one

‘gupreme head.  Nurulah Bey had himself to contend against the
party of Suleiman Bey, the'son of the former Emir, in his own
territory ; and the friendly intimacy which subsisted between the
patriarch and Suleiman roused all the fears and vindictive pas-
sions of the Kurdish chief. There was, besides, no want of per-
sonal grudges and old quarrels to keep up and fan the flame of
mutual hostility between Mar Shimon and the Hakary chief, who,
only two years before, had burned the residence of the patriarch
at Diss, and driven him to take refuge in the district of Tyary.
Nurulah Bey now sought the aid of Kader Khan Bey, the chief

1 Migs, Her. vol. xxxvi. pp. 126, 805 ; vol. xxxvii. vp: 114, 123.-——?3!‘1(1:13, p. 18,
A Miss, Her, vol. xxxviii, pp. 44, 15, 257 5 vol. xxsix. p. 66,



_f of Buhta.n, who had been extm"-'-"g‘his dominion on ever;
~ and was now the most powerful man in Kur distan, though nom
nally subject ‘to the Porte: | The combined forces of the two chiefs
. game down upon the small district of Diss, and then on the moren it
populous district of Tyary, with all the fury of their own monn-
. tain storms, The Nestorians were much divided among: them~- -
~ selves; they had no leader; there was no concert among them,
. Tt was impossible there should, there existed so wtich a,mmdsﬂry
__(__-_bptween different, tribes and individuals.  The whole war might
. be called a massacre ; for it was little more than & succession of |
slanghters. The Kurds passed from villago to village, Llllmg or’
taking captive the inhabitants, plundering and burning  their
' houses, and laying waste their fiolds and gardens; and, except in
“one or two instances, without even the shadow of ‘resistance.
Fach village cared ouly for itself; every man sought only his
own personal safety ; and hence they became an easy prey to
* their enemies. ' The Kurds spared neither age nor sex ; in many
instances thoy exercised the most wanton eruelties on the miser-
“able Nestorians, Their ravages, howeyer, were chiefly confined
to the districts of Diss and Tyary. The tribes of Tehoma, Bass,
and Jelu, suffored comparatively little, except in the lcm of thelr
property and independence.! A
Immediately on the commencement of hostilities Dr Grant
- made his escape, though not without some difficulty, from the
 Mountains, and returned to Mosul, which had for some time past:
. been the head-quarters of several missionaries who had come to
' eo-operate with him in his labours among the Nestorians. Some
' of them, including their wives, had died, and that not long after
© their arrival ; yet the survivors, notwithstanding these afflictive
visitations, were not disheartened, but, putting their trust in God,
rosolved to persevere in the arduous work which they had
undertaken. Now, indeed, a new and heavy trial befel them.
. Their noble pioneer and coadjutor, Dr Grant, had not long
. returned to Mosul when he was scized with typhus fover, and
 died after an illness of less than three weoks, People of every

rank, men of all sects and rehglons, watched the progress 'of hig"
disease with the utmost anxiety, The }irench consul visited him

.2 Miss. Her, vol, xxxig, pp 67, 435 t53, vol. xl Ppp. 23,135, 202 263 vol. xli.
ppo AT 121




‘almost L'dml i
{ar Shimon, t,he pamarch wha had a]so ﬂed to Mosul smd
%My country and niy. people are gone ; now Dr Grant is also :
. taken, and there remaing nothmg to me bub God.” 1 N
' The whole country was now in the power of the Kurds; Bt Bl
| with the exception of a poll-tax, they imposed no burdens upcm-- i
 the Nestovians, nor was there any Kurdish military force or even |
vuler loft to secure their obedience, These who had been taken
. captive or driven away returned in considerable numbers. They
_“appéared to be slowly collsctmg flocks and herds around them
. aguin, and gradually resuming the cultivation of the soil.  Their
 sufferings bad made them fec] the importance of union; but yet
- the several distriots took little interest in the welfare of cach other;
and fierce contests not unfrequently sprung up between them.
. There appearod to be a gingular want of law and order among
. ithem. I Bader Khan Boy had taken them under hiz own
immediate authority, their condition would probably have heen _
_improved by the change, and their subjugation have turned aubia
© blessing vathor than a curse. In one district to which his rule
| appears to have extended, the people, though they spoke of their |
. oppressions, acknowledged at the same time that they were in
_ Dbetter circumstances than they had been formerly. Previous to
_its coming under his stern rule, this part. of Kurdistan was the
. theatre of constant struggles between petty chiefs, and the =
. Christian populat-mn became the prey, now of one and the_n of i
another. 2
. In November 1844, Messrs Perkins and Stocking proceeded
" to Tehvan, the capital of Persia, for the purpose of submitting to
the government a correct view of the nature and object of their
operations. The French Jesuits had pushed their proselyting
measures 8o vigorously among the Armenians of Ispahan and
Tabriz, that they were ordered away from the country two years
before ; and in connexion with this measure the Persian govern-
ment issued a permanent order, that no native Christians should
in future be proselyted from one Christian sect to another.
Whether Russia, regarding French Jesuit missions with a jealous
~ eye on account of their political bearing, was at all concerned in

1 Miss, Her. vol. xxxix. p. 486 ; vol. x1, pp. 164, 264.
8 Miss, Her, vol. xlii, p. 407.




-thxs 01‘der, is' nof, known but it is very proba.ble she Wa.s the .
mstlgator of it, as it is quite in accordance with her polxcy The-f; A
French government, after some delay, was induced to send an

envoy to Persia, to effect, if possible, the ‘return of the mission-

aries ; but before he reached that country, they had alaindes-'_fff{ i

_ t.mely made their way to Urumiah, been seeking to gain over
the Nestorians to Rome, and, in consequenee of this, been ordcred el
_asecond time to quit the country. Thedemand of the envoy thag

permission should be granted to the Jesuits to return ha.vmg LR

been refused, he then required the expulsion of the American

missionaries, as being obnoxious to the same law. The Rassian [
ambassador, under whose protection they had been since tho ) 0

withdrawal of the English embassy some years before, denied
‘that it was the object of tlie mission to proselyte in the sense
‘contenmplated by the law. The French envoy then demanded an
investigation, and to this the ambassador and the Persian govern-
ment readily consented. Two Mahommedan mirzas were sent
~from Tabriz to Urumiah, to inquire into the truth of the alloga-
tion, that the missionaries had drawn away certain Nestorians
from their original ecclesiastical connexion. The' report of the
mirzas was very artfully deawn up, and bore manifest traces of
the influence of the Jesuits. Not all the Persians in the country
could, uninstructed, have. framed such a document. ' After
Messrs Perkins and Stocking had given such statements and
explanations as they judged necessary, the Russian ambassador
‘procured a firman, divecting that the three Nestorians, who were
said in the report of the mirzas to have been drawn off to a new
eeclesiastical organization, should be summoned fo rlabmz, .md
declare upon oath whether the charge was true or not. The
individuals referred to accordingly vepaired to Tabriz in company
with Dr Wright; and after they were examined on the subject,
a full report of the proceedings was sent to the Shah at Tehran,
and also to the Russian ambassador. This report having proved :
satisfactory to the government, the threatened storm passed away. !
I Rep. Board For, Miss, 1845, p. 120.~Miss. Her. vol. xli. pp. 213, 263, 266, .
Cireumstances of this kind are not perhaps likely to oceur again. In 1851, Colonel
Shicl, the English minister at the court of Porsia, succceded in obbaining an order
frova the king which grants equal protection to all his Christian subjects, meluding

- the right of proselytism, and of change from oneé seet to another, — Miss Her. vol.
. xlviii, p. 141,



inaccessible fortresses of that wild and mountainous region were

quickly occupied by the Turkish troops. Kven the lofty rocky -
castle of Julamerk, at once the pride and the terror of the _
‘mountain tribes, was in the hands of an Osmanli garrigom. =
Bader Khan Bey, the Bubtan chief, was & prisoner of the Turles, !

_ while the Hakary chief, Nurulah Bey, was fiying before them,
like a partridge, from mountain to mountain ; and though he

crossed the boundar y of Kurdistan, and took refuge in an old

i In 1847 the Turinsh govrernment. sent an army mto K urd.tstan b
_ -for the purpose of subdu.mg the Kurds, The strongest and mnst_'

fortress on the borders of Persia, he was still closely pursued, R

and was at length taken captive by the Turks., Thus the poywer

of the Kurds, so terrible for centuries, was broken. There

was something sublime as well as interesting in the movements

of the Turkish troops in these rugged mountainous regions; and
though the wild and law less mountaineers did not much relish
the Turkish sway, it ultimately conduced to their sa,fety and
secumty

- Mar Shimon, the Nestorian pafriarch, who had resided durlng

the last four years at Mosul, nomumlly the guest of the Turkish

authorities, though in reality the prisoner, now very unexpectedly

made his appearance at Urumiah. He loft Turkey and came .

into Persia without the knowledge or consent of the Turkish
government. The Porte, in the view of the subjugation of the
Kurds, had recently sent a requisition to him to come to Con-
stantinople, with the design, it was supposed, of impressing him

with the power of the Sultan, and sending him ‘back to the

mountains duly authorized as the patriarch and governor of his
people; but he, jealous, perhaps, of the intentions of the Turkish
government, instead of obeying the order, made the best of his

way to Urumiab. At first he appeared very friendly to the

missionaries ; he often expressed to his people a deep sense of
his obligations to them for the kindness they had shewn to
members of his family in their afflictions, his confidence in them,
and his satistaction with their operations; but either won over
by their enemies, among whom were two of his own brothers, or

1 Miss, Her. vol. xliii, pp. 349, 375 ; vol. xlv. pp. 105, 248; vol. xlvii. p. 69, —Kep.
Board For. Miss. 1848, p. 162,
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' PROPAGATION OF CHRISTIANY

what is as likely, throwing off the mask which he had hitherto
worn, he, after gome months, set himself in opposition to them,
first socrctly, and then openly, without any disguise, He first
attackod the seminary; he next sought to withdraw the native
assistants from co-operating with the missionaries, at one time
calling into exercise all his powers of persuasion, at another
‘abusing them in the most violent and insolent wanner, threaten-
' ing them with personal injury, and even pronouncing on some of
‘them the extreme and once dreaded sentence of gxeommunigation,
In short, he endeavoured to avvest the whole operations of
the mission among the Nestorians. The schools must all be
 closed ; the preaching of the gospel must cease; and even the
. missionaries who had done so much for his people must be driven
away. In regard to the means which he employed to accomplish
" his purposes, he appears, to have been perfectly unserupulous ;
there was nothing which he was not prepared to do, provided
only he could thereby destroy the mission. ARG
‘But the native preachers and other helpers were not to be de-
terred from prosecuting their labours by his opposition and vio-
lence. They still went about as before, proclaiming, both in the
plains and in the mountains, the glad tidings of Diving mercy
nor were the people hindered by his threats from listening to the
word of life. A priest, who was also the teacher of a sthool,
being ordered by the patriarch to suspend his labours, and to
discourage the preaching of tho gospel, though he was mot ab
that time considered & pious man, made him the following answer :
« Please your reverence, then let a paper be drawn up with your
seal upon it, saying, ‘I forbid the bishops, priests, and deacons,
to preach any more the gospel of onr Lord Jesus Christ, and that
the ¢hildren be taught any more to read; and declare that I,
Mar Shimon, take it upon myself to answer for all this before
the judgment seat of Christ” Give me such a paper, that 1 may
be relieved of all responsibility in this matter.” Such a paper,
however, the patriarch did not give him. _
- After gome tims, the patriarch was almost wholly forsaken by
the ecclesiasties of Urumiah. The four bishops of the province,
and nearly all the priests and deacons, and many other leading
_ pergons among the Nestorians, united in a representation to the




" abjeets ﬁ;lf tho imsamn, mbh the wew of ceunteraetmg hw machi

- nations. The cheerfulness with whmh the body of the Nestorian

il ecﬁlemastlcs of Urumiah thus caine forward to the help of 'the

- mission, at a time when they might Liave embarrassed it by tak-
ing a different. course, was truly gratifying.” It was also’ maﬁtar' |

. of gratitude 1o God, that those among the Nestorians who werel
'1'egardatl g plons, with scarcely an exception stood by the s

- sion nobly, and that in the face of trial and reproach, and magi-

. fusted much of the spirit of Christianity during the whole course
of the patrmreh g violent caveer; and that many who were not
regarded as pious also manifested a decision in favour of what
was right, which could scarcely have been expected of them

‘under the ciroumstances.  Indeed, though the Nestorians, like all
other Orientals, were greatly disposed to raverence their eccle-

- siastical head, and to yield submission to his mJunctlons, yet Mar |
Shimon had now entirely lost his influence in the province of
Urum;ah Jlence there were times when his destruetive efforts
were mtermlbtcd Having received a letter from the govemor B

~of the Nestorians, then at Tabriz, rebuking him for his conduct

 toward the mission, and advising him to desist from his opposi-
tion, he professed to regret his past course, and made overtures
of peace to the missionaries. ' They, on their part, appear to
have done all which they could do, as faithful servants of the =
Lord Jesus ‘Christ, to restore amicable relations; but it was to
no purpose. From that time forward he became more and more
rockless, scattering his anathemas on every hand, zmd a.bettmg
measures of extreme lawlossness and violence:
Though the mission was thus not without its dlﬁicultxes and j
trials, yet it made important advanees in all its branches. There
were, in particular, soveral seasons of wha.t are usually ea,]led revi-
vals, which deserve special notice.? :
On' all these occasions the work commenced in the ma.lu and
female seminavies, Many of the pupils, both boys and girls,
manifested deep concern about t.heir souls, and a large number

& Miss. Her. vol. xli, p. 410 vol. xliii. pp. 349, 274 ; vol. xliv. pp, 414, 416; vo]
xlv. pp, 26, 196, 200, 245-Reporb Board For. Miss. 1849 pe 126,
3 These revivals were four in number ; they all commenced in the month of Janum*y,
in the years 1846, 1849, 1850, and 1851.



of théin, .it wﬁé h:b'ped were ﬁa';r'ihgl'y converted. Every .d.ay ré; |
sembled a Sabbath, so much did they give themselves up to
reading, meditation, and prayer. A more delightful emp{oyment

could scarcely be itagined than training up these young immor- Al

‘tals in the knowledge of the Scrlptures, and in fall:h zmd love, a.nd j
other Christian graces. !
. Though the work commenced in the male and female semi~
naries, 1t was not confined to them. It also extended to the Nes-
torians in the town of Urumiah, and in several of the neighbour-
(ing villages. In Geog Tapa, the largest Nestorian village in the
_ provinee, there was an unusual interest manifested in religion;
the whole village appeared as if awaking out of a deep sleep.  In
" passing along the streets, one might hear the voice of prayer in
not a few houses; and if he entered the fields and vineyards in
the vicinity, the same hallowed sounds would reach his ears,
Among those who gave evidence of piety were a number of eccle-
siastics, several of them persons of influence.? Females also shared

"1 Miss. Her, vol, xlii, pp. 235, 238, 253, 261, 280 ; vol, xlv. pp. 198, 279 ; vol, xlvi:
pp. 160, 201 ; "vol. xlvil. pp. 163, 181,

2 Mar Yohannan, one of the bishops, who had been connected with the mission from ity
gommencement, and been long employed in its service, and who had even aceompanied Mr
. Perkinsto America, where he exeited much interest, had afterwards greatly disappointed
the missionarvies, by his worldliness and backslidings.  Probably he was injured by the
fooligh and flabtering attentions which are o often shewn to persons eoming from tho
field of missions, at least if there happen to he anything special or popular ahout them.
1t was hoped, however, that he had become of late a subject of reuewing grace. In
writing of him, Mr Stocking gives ns the following touching sarrative -~ On Sabbath
morning, a special messenger was sent to Urmmiah, requesting Mar Yohannan and my-
self to come to (eog Tapa, and aid the people in the serviees of the day. On reaching
the village, we found a large assembly at the house of Mar Elias, listening to an exhors
tation from priest Abraham. Mar Yohannan was called on o address the assembly,
which he did in an affecting manner, not having seen them before gince the change in his
+ ‘own feelings, He spoke of himself as the chief of sinners, as having led more souls to
destruetion than any other of his people, and as being all covered with their blood. © In
regard to the sheep or people of his diocese, he said, the fattest of them he had eaten ;
the poorest he had cast away ; the maimed, the lame, the sick, he had wholly neglncted
He declared that an awful weight of sin rested upon him; and he entreated them to
look no longer to their bhishops for salvation, but to repant immediately, and turn to -
God.

%€ At the close of an earnest appeal, the younger priest Abrabam, the acting priest: of
the village, arose and made a most huntble confession of his sing, as their own priesty in
leading them guistly along in earnal seaurity and unbelief, and, next to the bishops, as
stained most deeply with their blood. In a most pathetic manner, e entreated them,
one and all, to attend to the salyation of their souls. This priest his been recently
awnkened for the first time; and he now gives evidence, by an humble Christian life,
and by his efforts to save the gguls he has been leading to ruin, of having come to an ex-
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' _largely in the hleamngs of Hhia work of grace, Iu a word per— it
~ sons of all cla.sses and ages, young and old, the learned and the
wholly llhterate, were among its Lopeful subjects.  Even persoug:"
of the most abandoned character were awakened; numerous
crimes, some of them committed twenty-five years before, were
confessed, and restitution made of stolen property.t

The revival among the Nestorians was chavactovized by features

penmentnl knowledge of the truth.”—Miss. Her. vol. xlii. pp 260, 292 val. xly, pp
200, 201,

Deacon Isane, a brother of the patviarch, iy another intevesting example. He was o
man of much vigour of mind, and had formerly opposed the missionaries; but now
(1846) le became one of their constant hearers, and manifested much eoncern abous his
spiritual condition. Mr Btoddard gives the following acconnt of & vigit which he re-
ceived from him —¢¢ Ag I inferred from his manner that he wished to converse on the
subjeet of religion, T began by asking him if he rejoiced in what the Lord was doiog for
hig people,) He replied, * None but S8atan can help rejoicing. I do cexiainly rejoice.
But I am like & man that stands on the shore of a lake, and, sesing & beauntiful country
on the other mda, is gladdened by the prospect, but has no means of reaching that bean-
tiful country himself. Would that I were a child, that I might repent too. Bub no,
it cannot be. My heart is ice. There is no such sinner among the people us I am. I
do not: believe it is possible for me to be saved.” T reminded him of the freeness of

Christ’s love, sand his willingness to receive the vilest sinner that will coms to him,

After some hesitation, he admitted that it was indeed so. ¢ Bus,’ said he, °the grea.t
obstacle is wyself, My heart is perfectly dead. You may cut and thrust me with a
aword, but 1 am insensible to the stroke. And if you kindly pour oivtment on my
wounds, it is all the same, 1 choose sin: I Tove sin. The wild beasts in the moun-
tains are enticed by the hunters, and seize the bait, not knowing what they do. But 1
take this world with my eyes open, knowing that T am choosing destruction, and eating
death, Tt ig a shame for me to remain in such a miserable condition, while these boys
are weeping over their sing 5 'and I am ashamed, Bub such is the fact, and I expect to
die a8 T have lived, and go to hell.’”

Three years afterwards (184%) we bave the following account of him :—¢ Deacon
Tsaat, the most intellectunl and influential brother of the patriarch, appears to be & peni-
tent and sincerd believer in Jegus.  Our pious natives belold, with wonder and admira-
tion, the change in this man. By nature proud, but frank, and disdaining éverything
like hypoerisy, he now gseems to b humble, and very much afraid of self-deception.
And though he is competent, by his superior knowledge of the truths of revelation, to
teach the more intelligent of the people, he feels that ke is benefited by the conversation

(and prayers of the humblest pious child. His habits are entively changed from those of
& prayeriess and worldly man, fo one who daily commends himself and family to
God, with the reading of the Holy Scriptures, e bears testimony, in public and in
private, to the power and excellency of the gospel of Christ ; and prowises to become an
able and valuable helper, both here and in the mountaing.  His greateést apprehension
now is, that he may not endure to the end.”—Miss, Her, vol, xlii. pp. 257, 347 ; vol
xlv. p. 200.

‘We have given thede examples, not simply for their own sake, but also ag an illustra-
tion of the intelligent views, and the serious and powerful impressions of the Nestorian
converts.

X Miss. Her. vol. xlil. pp. 287, 289 ; vol. xlv. pp. 200,241, 281; vol. xlvi. pp. 202,
287 ; wol. xlvii. p. 183.




,Wlnch glve us much conﬁdence in ita reauf,y nnd puﬂty ! Thé'_"_
_-followmg are some of these circumstances ;- N
1, It was charpcterized by « deep and vivid sense of thee?' own il
i sznﬁlnese Persons under convictions were, in most cases, for a
considerable time in awful distress, often so intense as to shaJ\e
the stoutest frame ; but this arcse, in general, ~much more from a
-strong improssion of the number and ageravation of their inigui-
tles, than from any apprehension of danger or punishment. My,
sing,” they would say, “ are greater than the mountains, and more
~in number than the sand on the sea-shore.” This, and smn!a.n
. expressions which were used by them, were not &0 much the lan-
guage of criental imagery, as the honest uiterance of their bur
aened souls,

2. An overwhelming sense of their lost and undone condition
as sinners, and of their uiter inability 'y 20 sawe themselves, re-
‘warkably characterized the subjects of this revival. Lo inquiries
relative to how they were, the common reply, uttered often with
difficulty, and amidst tears and suppressed sobs, was, “1 am lost,
¥ am utterly lost!” 'This answer appeared to be given nof merely

through the tc:luhings of vevelation, but still more through the *

convicting energies of the Holy Spirit powerfully operatmg on
their hearts.

3, The subjects of this revival wntelligently reco ym‘ed and
cordially embraced the doctrine of salvation as the gift of free
sovereiyn grace alone. Indeed, much in proportion fo the nam-
ber and cumbersomencss of the dead formal religious observances
of their Church, was the strength of their abhorrence of them as
in any manner of way a substitute for justification by faith in the
' ~-r1ght_eousness of Christ. No langunage could express more a,pi:ly
their foelings on the subject than the words of Isaiah, which they
~often repeated,—“ All our righteousnesses are asg filthy rags.”
1t was alike interesting and aﬁ'ccting to observe the artless fer-

vour with which they turned in their prayers to the cross of
Christ, as the only ground of their hope of pardos {Had salyation.
“ Blessed Saviour, we will cling to the skirts of t‘?, _"garment for
merey, till our hands are cut off,” was an ‘expression employed | in
& prayer meﬁtmg, by a man whose heart seemed ready to burst.
with yoarmngs which appeared to be unutterable. Such an ex-
pression may be regarded as a fair example of the ardour of feel-
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B mg, and strength of Iangua,ge, thh whleh yet, wﬂ;h no. lack ok
_ reverence, they pressed their suit at the feel; of Qhrmt, as then'.
 all-sufficient and only Saviour. e

4, The self-consecration of the subjects of this wmwt to
Christ and his service, appeared to bo remarkably hearty and
entire. They seomed fully to comprehend, and cordially to adopt,
the doctrine, that as they had before « yielded their members
servants to uncleanness, and to iniquity unto iniquity, so now
they should yield their members servants to righteousness unto
holiness.”  Those who hoped that they had * passed from death
(unto life,” appeared to regard themselves, and all they possessed,

~ as no longer their own, but as His who had purchased them with
. His blood. A very common petition which they used in their
prayers, was, “ O Lord, we pray that we may never deny thee,
even till the blood of our necks;” an expression full of meaning
in a land where the heads of condemned porsons were S0 com-
monly cut off with-a scimitar.

b, An ardent desire for the salmtzon of their ﬂzmds amdl
countrymen, strikingly characterized the subjects of this revival.
It was with difficulty that the missionaries could retain mang of
the pupils of the seminary till the close of the term, so intense
was their solicitude for the salvation of their pavents, and bro-
thers, and sisters, and neighbours, and so irresistible their desire
to go and beseech them to be reconciled to God, The prayors
which they offered up for them, and which were often continued
during & considerable part of the night, were most importunate
and affecting ; while the numerous letters which they wrote to
their relations were very touching and i 1mpre<sswe Even illiter-
ate persons were hardly less earnest and active in their attempts
to bring their velatives and neighbours to the knowledge of the

truth.

6. A remarkable quickening of the intellectual and moral
powers, was remarkably characteristic of the subjects of this re-
vival. Fyen persons who were unable to read, were distinguished
by the amount of their religious knowledge, and by their acquaint-
ance with the Scriptures. The clearness and discrimination with
which illiterate persons expressed their views of gospel truth, and

~ the ﬂ.blhty and pertinency with which they prayed, in public as
well as in private, were very surprising. The limited ran%s of
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their knowledge on other subjacts, seemed to acca.mon a coneem i
tration of their thoughts and feelings on the subject of rPltgmn.
Having little to do with science, commerce, or politics, the cross

of Christ, for the time, filled the whole fisld of their mteﬂectu:;l
and moral vision, and wrought in them a change at once 'marvel-
lous and glorious.t i

The Nestorians themselves, parpcula,rly the puplls in the somi

naries, and soveral pious and zealous priests, and the native help- i

ers, wero greatly instrumental in promoting these revivals, The

interest of the native preachers in the work was very deep, and
their ability for it was much greater than gould have been ex-
pected Their views of Divine truth were clear and diseriminat-

ing, and their statements of it very impressive.  In their ability
to present Divine truth to the native mind distinctly and strongly,

in their careful discrimination of character, and their discernment
of what constituted true and false religion, the missionaries had
great confidence.  In preaching, they, as well as the missionaries,
sought not to excite the passions, but to inform the judgment,
and impress the heart by a plain and faithful exhibition of the
truths of the gospel, especially of the great doctrine of Christ and
him crucified.?

Some of the native ovangelists made tours into distant and
almost unexplored districts of the mountains, travelling in most

cases on foot, that they might make known the glad tidings of

salvation to their benighted countrymen, who in general received
them favourably, and allowed them to preach in their churches,
The missionaries also occasionally penetrated into the mountains,
and were roceived no less favourably. Even the Kurdish chiefs,

though Mahommedans, granted them their poweriul protectmn in

travelling through the country.?

The printing-press had also been estabhshed for some years at
Urumiah, The number of works printed at it was not, indeed,
considerable, the population among whom they could chiefly be
circulated, the Nestorians of the plains, not, being great, and only
a small proportion of them being able to read. Among them

1 Miss. Her. vol xii, P 849 vol. xlvi pp. 202, 280; wol. ‘xlvi, p. 201, -—Sbnddmts '

Narrative of the Revival of Rehgon among the Naatonaus, P 16, 28.
4 Miss, Her. vol. xlii. p. 849 ; vol. xlv. pp. 200, 202,
# Miss. Her. vol. xliii, pp. 5'3 282, 204, 841 vol, xliv. pp b4, 415 ; val xlvn
p. 01,




 rere t.he 01d and New Testa,mants, transla.ted into mudern ﬁymn
.| by Dr Perkins, with the ancient Syriacin parallel columns, There
~ was also the Pilgrim’s Progress, than which there are probably"' '
few works of Western origin more suited to Oriental minds.® _
. In November 1851, Messrs Coan and Rhea began a statlon:
" among the Mountain Nestorians at the village of Memikan; in
the district of Gawar, about seventy miles north-west: of Uru-
miah. ' This place is within the boundaries of the Turkish em- -
pire; and, though the mission met with much hostility from the
_' pa(,ha and also from the people, there is now the prospect of thelr
en;oymg the protection of the local authoritics.” :

Wxth a view to the mission among the Mmmtam Nestorians,
gomo missionaries, as we have already mentioned, had, in former
years, remained at Mosul, on the western side of Kurdistan.
They were severely tried by sickness and death, and that often
‘under peculiarly dlstressmg circumistances,  After a few years,
this branch of the mission was quspended but it has of late been
again renewed, not so much with a view to the Nestorians, as to
the reémains of the ancient churches in that quarter.®

- We have thus given an account of the missions of the Board
among the Greeks, the Armenians, the Syrians, and the Nesto-

‘1 Perkins, p. 443.— Rep. Board For, Miss. 1846, p. 131.——Ibid. 1848, p. 169 «-Ibld Sl
1853, p. 88. '

It was not till 1840 that the mission printing-press was established.—Per km& p 448
It is an interesting fact, however, that printing had been introduced into Persia pre-
vious to this, * While at Tabriz,” says Dr Grant, writing in 1880, “ I visited a

Persian printing-office snd type-foundry, where beautiful types were cast, and two
hlshogmphm presses were in constant opevation, The whole was the work of Persian
ingenuity, The presses were made by Persians, and worked by Persian printers.
They had discovered that the Tabriz marble would make very good lithographic stones,
‘and they wrought them with great nicety for that purpose. The type-foundry, though
on & small seale, was by far the most interesting gight I have seen among the Mahom.
medans in Persia.  As we examined the punches, matrices, and type, all made by a
self-tanght Persian, and saw, as the result of his ingenuity, the most beautiful speci-
mens of Persian printing which have ever met our eys, I could not but feel that a dny«
star of hope was rising on this henighted land.

€ A new fount of type is preparing for printing a large work of Universal hmtory, and
the presses now in operation are multiplying other works of Oriental litexature.”—A5f4ss.
Her, vol. xxxv, p. 284

3 Miss, Her, vol. xlviil. pp. 108, 462 vol, xlix, p. 21 ; vol. 1. p. 40.
8 Rep. Board For. Miss. 1850, p. 110.-~Dr Grant and the Mouutain Nestoriang, by
the Rev, T. Laurie, pp. 407, 410,

-



i -ria;ms, AIl these missions were or:gmally begun on the prmcnplef- il

. of not mterf‘ermg with their respective churches, of abstaining

from exposing directly the error of their creeds, or the supersti-
tion of their rvites and coremonies; but it was designed to ciren-
late among them the Holy Seriptures, and to endeavonr to lead
* both the priests and the people to take them as the foundation of
their faith and the rule of their practice. If converts were made,
~ if was proposed not to form them into separate churches, but to

Jeave them to remain in the communion of those to which they
. eriginally belonged.! 1t was supposed that the communication
. of the simple truth could not fail to eradicate error; that, in this
. way, these churches might be expected to become the instru-
ments of their own reformation ; that evangelical doctrine would
spread among them, and spiritual life be infused into them.?
. We have already stated our views of this theory in our account
- of the mission of the Church of England Society in Travancore,

. 'on the coast of Malabar, But yet the experiment made by the

- American Board was very important ; and, as it was considerably

varied, the results are the more valuable, Though the mission-
avies were, for the most part, favourably received at first, yet,
when the objeciz and the tendency of their labours came to be
better understood, and especially when a spirit of inquiry and

of gerious religion was awakened, the hierarchy, including patri-

~areh, bishops, and priests, were armed against them, and sought
to put an end to their labours, and to persecute their followers,
Among the Greeks no church was formed; among the Arme-
nians and Syrians, it was found necessary to form the converts
into separate churches, and very special advantages have resulted
from this measure, particularly as regards the Armenians.®
The missions of the London Missionary Society in the fonian
Islands, and of the Church Missionary Society in Greece, in
Egypt, and in Abyssinia, were all undertaken on the same prin-
ciples as those we have just mentioned, but none of them effceted
the smallest reformation in the Greek, the Coptie, or the Abys-
# Mrx Schauffer, the missionary to the Jews at Constantinople, went so fax as to pro
pose turmng Jewish converts over to the Greek or the Armonian Uhtm.h —Miss. Her.
vol. xxuii, p. 137,
2 Miss, Her. vol. xxxiv, pp. 117, 128, 125, 462 voL XXXV, p. 41 -—-—Rep Board Far

Miss, 1836, p. 47.-—Ibid, 1837, p. 63.—Perkins, pp, 31, 352,
3 Rep. Board For, Miss, 1844, p. 124,




sinian churches; ard; so far as wo know, they even produced
little or no fruit as regards individuals, - Thus far, therofore, the

| experiments have gone to confirm the views which we have ex-
~ pressed on this subject. ' B S

The Nestorians, however, may appear an exeeption to this 3
but we do not apprehend that the experiment as to them has.

! ~ proceeded far enough to warrant any such conclusion,  T'he

bishops and priests, it is true, were generally favourable to the
. missionaries, and several of them, from the beginning, assisted

B them in their labours. ' The people, too, were friendly ; numbers,

we trust, became partakers of Divine grace; and some l\,a’bdujt‘.édr-
with mueh zeal and activity in making known the gospel o their

countrymen. On the other hand, however, the patriarch, ‘thee.

head of their Church, though he, at first, professed himself
friendly to them, afterwards became decidedly opposed to them,
~and nothing Lbut the want of power kept him from following the
~ sume course as the heads of the other Churches. Thoe Nesto-
rians, 100, of the plains were an oppressed people, and compara-
tively but a small body. They also derived temporal advantages
from the residence of the missionaries among them ; and some of
the bishops and priests were actually in the service and pay of
" the mission, circumstances which will readily account for the'
want of opposition from them.! But, what it is of special i
portance to remark, though individual converts were made from.
among the Nestorians, the Church itself remained unreformed.
Its doctrines, its rites and ceremonies, its dead forms, with its
unseriptural constitution, continue the same as before, and are in
‘the course, just as in past ages, of being handed down to future
_generations, so that there is no security or provision that the
~ good which has been effected will be permanent, and go down to
- bless posterity. Between the progpects of an unreformed, cor-
“rupt church, such as that of the Nestorians, and those of churches
constituted on Seriptural principles, like those of the evangelical
Armenians in Turkey, there is all the difference in the world.?

1 Rep. Board For, Miss. 1846, p. 130. _

3 The only cxception which we have observed as to this was in the village of Geog
Mapa. Tn 1849, there did begin a reformation of evil in the church in that village.—
Miss. Her. vol. xIv, p. 896, ° How far it went, and whether it was permanent, we do
not know, :

- Tt will be recollected, that Mr Merrick was sent out with the special view of collect-




SECT XI. —--WESTERN AFRICA

In N’ovember 1833, the Rev. John L Wﬂson, a.nd Mr S R
i Wyncoop, sailed for Clape Palmas on the western coast of Afrlca,
in a vessel chartered by the Maryland Colonization E:oe:eby, to
carry out its first Black and coloured emigrants for the purpose of -
commencing a colony in that part of the world, This was merely R
a preliminary visit for the purpose of examining that part of the
 coast of Afviea as a field of missions, and selecting a suitable spot
where to make a commencement. Having accomplished these
objects, they returned to America and made their report to the
Board; and in the following year, Mr Wilson proceeded again to
‘Cape Palmas to commence a mission. 1
Here Mr Wilson was afterwards joined by other missionaries,
but thc progress of the mission was considerably checked by the

ing information relative to the character and condition of the Mahommedans in Persia '

"+ and Central Asia, and of aseertaining where it might be expedient to form missionary
stations.  The general result of his inguiries and experiénce do not appear to have heen
favourable to the establishment of missions among the Mahommedans,  Though Persgin
appeared to be making considerable advances in civilization ; thongh there was a dispo-
sition in high guarteys to encourage education ; though muab of the reigning family, and
thousands, of men of rank and influence, dauly trampled under foot the precepts of the
Koran, drinking wine, and ¢ating proseribed articles of food, and advancing sentiments
adverse to the tenets of Mahomued ; though the increase of European influence, and
the growing conviction of the superiority of Christian nations, were awakening a desire
to imitate them in the knowledge of the sciences, literature, and the arts ; though the |
missionaries among the Nestoriaus were not only protected, but were treated by all =~
olasses with respect and kindness,—yet there was no reason to suppose that open and
direct efforts for the conversion of Mahommedsns would be tolerated.. The power of
the priesthood is still very great, and they bave at their back a fanatical populace s

" while the government, even were it so disposed, is too feeble to et itself in opposition
to thiem, for the sake of an object to which, to say the least, it is altogether indiffrent, i

| —Rep. Bourd Fop. Miss. 1887, p. 88.-—Miss. Her. vol. xxxili, p. 64 ; vol. sxxiv.
PP, 63, 66 5 vol. xxxv, pp. 276, 283, 286 ; vol. sxxviii. p. 800.~Perkins, p. 184.
1 Misg, Her. vol. xxix. p, 400 ; vol, xxx. p. 73. ;
In the report which they made to the Board, they mention the remarkablo factof
the invention of an alphabet by one of the negro tribes on that coast, *“The Vey people;
the tribe residing on Grand Cape Mount,” they say, ““have recently invented a gystem
of writing entirely new, and altogether different from any other we have seen, in whiehyl o
although it is not more than two years since it was first invented, they write letters and. =
books. Some of their characters resemblo the Arxabis, some memhle Hebrew letters, figbe
others, Groek ; but all of them, except those resembling the Arabic, m maral;r fanm-
. ful. ' The a.lphu.bet i syllabio.”—Afiss. Her. vol. xxx. p, 215.
Mr Wynooop gnes the following account of the origin of the invention ‘A few in~
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. at Cape Palmas, there were several out—stutlons in'the neighbour-

ing country. Not:nuch wag effected in the way of preaching;

‘the attendance on it was small, There were several small schools

‘which were generally taught by native teachers, and there wasa '

boarchng-school or spmma.ry for both boys and gu'ls, one great gt
object of which was the raising up of native teachers, and suitable
helpmates for them. The printing press was also introduced,

~and there were printed at it school books, the Gospels of Matthew,
_Mark and John, and other portions of Seripture, and various tracts
in the Grebo language, and also a grammar and & (llctwnm'y of

the language itself. The children in the seminary were taught
the English as well as their own language. It was a compara-
tively easy task for them to learn to read their own langud,gc,
and they readily received and understood instruction communi-,
cated to them in it; but it required years of irksome labour to
aequire even an imperfect, and superficial knowledge of the Eng-

" Tish language; and when learned, they seemed to derive little

e

dividuals of this people are angaged in redlicing their language to a written form, ‘Tt

.wag commenced about a year since..  An old man dreamed that he must immediately

liegin to make characters for his language, that his people might write letters as they
did at Monrovia. Hecommunicated his dream and plan to gome others, and they began,
the work. The progress they have made has satisfied them that it can be accomplished,”*
—Ibid. vol. xxx. p. 336. It was in fact & complished. Abont 200 symbols represented
the sounds of 41l the syllables occurring in the language, which'is simple in its construg.
tion, Many of the symhole, however, uppeared o be superflions, and were never used
in their books. ' The real number of syllables in the language Was not more than 100;—
Proceed. Ch. Miss, So¢. 1850, p. 68, ?

' The Vey tribe were in some degree a civilized people.  Mr .Wilsou says there wag &
vory striking difference between them and all other tribes he saw on the coast. . Nor
were they ignorant of the existence of alphabetical characters; there was a achool s.t
Grand Caps Mount, under a Foulah man, for teaching Arabic, and they had before them
the example of the colonists of Liberia, of which their country now formed a part, writ-
ing the Knglish language.  Still the invention of an alphabet for themselves, and redue-

. ing their language to writing, is a very remarkable fact.  'We know no other emmple of
" thig in mwodern times, except that of the Cherokee Indians ; and it is a singular eirowm-

gtance, that the alphabed invented by both should huve been syllabie, From the nwm-
ber and diversity of alphahbets in the world, there must have been many gxamples of such
an invention in ancient times ; and it is the more gingular that this should now bé go rare,
when, frum the greatér intercourse of nations, we might have expected it would be more

‘frequent. Indeed the observation may be extended to civilization generally. In ancient

times, there must have been many examples of nations rising to a considerable height of
civilization, and to great proficiency in many of the arts; in modern times, we hayve no

. examples of savage or barbarous tribes rising to a similar height of civilization, aticl simi-

lar gkill in the arts, The fact is remarkable.




AGATION OF CHRIST  : '

'ﬂdmnt&ge fmm 1t in the way uf a.cqmrmg knawle,_geu But
soon as books were put into their hands in their own langlmge, _.
their progress in knowledge was oxceodingly rapid. In fact, the
English language was but imperfectly understood even by those
who could read it mechanically, and this will always be the case

' with the areat body of any people who, though tanght to read it,

do not use it as their ordinary medium of communication mth'-

. thein fellow-men, = The English language may be of great nseto.

~ those who are training to be instructors of others, on account o
' the treasures of knowledge which it opens up to them; but to =

- think to communicate religious, or other knowledge, to a pdople

through the medium of any other language but their owDy WIII
always be found a vain attempt.! Aot

After some years, it became necessary to look out fm‘ another i

field of labour, in consequence of the embarrassments to which

the mission was subjected by the laws of the colony, The colo- i

nial authorities appear to have been adverse to attempts to eivil-

ize and Christianize the inhabitants of the neighbouring distvicts

of Africa, as being caloulated to interfere with the temporal inter-

ests and prosperity of the colony.?. A more ahort—‘swhted and.- il

narrow-minded poliey it is not easy to conceive.

In June 1842, Mr Wilson commenced a new station at a place ,

called Baraka, on the north side of the Gaboon river, about eight

‘miles from its mouth, and after some months, the other ihission- | |

aries removed thither from Cape Palmas, The Gaboon negroes; :

though not numerous, were greatly superior to most others on .
the coast of Africa. In their houses, dress, and manner of tran-__ it '
sacting business, in their treatment of females, and in their habits

~ generally, they made somo approach to civilized uationy; and
' they appeared very desirous of instruction, thmlung no doubt,
that by increasing their knowiedge they would improve ﬂxelr_

1 Rep. Board For, Miss. 1836, p. 36.—Ibid. 18'3?, p: 41.--Ibid. 1838, p. 56.— [hld

1839, p. 63, Ibid. 1841, p. 85.Ibid. 1842, p, 97.—Miss, Her, vol. xxxv. pp. 861,

358 vol. xxxvi. pp. 219, 221 ; vol. xxxvii. p. 851

“ Our present policy,” the missionaries afterwards write, ‘is to teach thcm 'whom' e
wa expect to'make teachers, both langtazes ;: but we wonld regard it as o z.eedlﬂss 'Waata. A

of titae and money, to introduce the Boglish hnguu.ge into our aclmola gancml] y M i3,

Her, vol. xxxv), p. 222,
# Rep, Board For, Mise. 1842, p. 47.




. ,Ie,',el mth Wh:te men. AL
. The labourg of the mlsmona.mes in the Ga.boon country were
mu@h of the same nature as at Cape Palmas. Besides Baralm,
_one or two other stations were occupied by them more in the in-
terior. Schools were opened by them, but the preaching of the
_ gospel was their chief employment. Besides school books, they = |
'.prmﬁed the gospels of Matthew and John, and several rehgmus
| pieces, in Mpongwe, as the language of the Gaboon people is
called They also prepared a grammar and voca.bula.ry of that

i s Mms Her, vol. xxxviii. P 497 vol. xxx1%, p, 232, -Rep ‘Board Tor. It{lss. 1843,
. 83, 86, ] _
. The Gaboon river, near the ocean, js from eight to foaybeen miles wide. The E!E'-&m,{= al AT
the Niger, and the Congo, are navigable to 4 greater distance; but for the last thirty "
© miles of its conrse, it is fully equal in size to any of them, and much superior in grandeur
‘and heaoty. The entire trade of the river; exclnsive of slaves, waus estimated at upwardy
of 100,000 dolinrs.
% Tho native mercllants " pays Mr Wilson, “through whoge hands the whole of this
U trade passes, are, for uneducated men, much move respectable than any I have known
0 An Africa.. Bome of thew are frequently trusted with goods by the captain of & single
| véssel, to the amount of two, three, or four thousand dollars ; and 4s a genersl thing, T
| 'believe they are honourable and panotual in dwchargmg tiunr debts, | Theve are afow 1
why transact business to the amount of twelyve or fifteen thousand dollars a year; how
they manage a business of thig extent, in the smallest fractions and driblets, without the
aid of written accounts, is very surprising. It iy done, however, and with the utmost _
' acouracy, without any other aid than that of the memory, These merchants live i a |
respectable style, and associate with foreigners on teyms of general equality, Their
houses are supplied with many useful and costly articles of Huropean furniture, and
it their tables, though spread with articles of food peculiar to the country, ave nevorthe i
| less sufficiently tempting, even to the most fastidions appetites.” !
% The peopls,” he says afterwards, € are inquisitive, and much pleased ab the pros:
' pect of being tanght to read and write. A few of them, impressed with the nesd of
. some knowledga of figures, have obtained sufficient acquaintance with arvithmetio for the
i ordinary purposes of trade ; so that we have here what may appear o little anomalnuu,
i arithmeticians who do not know a letter of the alphabet.”—Miss. Her, \ml xmx
) _pp.m 981, 288 |
The fcllowmg statement by the missionaries s also remarkable, and 'is desemng i R
further investigation :—¢ There s probably no people on the Western coast of Africd,
who have made further advances towards civilization, than thoge who reside upon the
_ Gaboun, unless it be sorse who have been long under Christian instraction, And it
. may be questioned whether there are any of this desoription who have all the urbamty of
manners, and kindliness of fealing, uniformly manifested by natives on thia river, The
cause of such a state of society, with barbarians on every side, is to us unknown. We
have not yet learned that they have had any more, or even as much, intercourse with
Eyropeans, ag'many other people, who ave still as fierce and barbarous as ever,  We
cannot learn theix ovigin, even from tradibion ; and we know not the causes that have
been operating upon them 0 make them what they are, j
€ They have many improbable traditions of a man who lived long since (no one pre-
fends to sny when), and who holds the same rrmk in the estimation of thiy penpla, that




i language, whlch.were printed at N ew York | Some small pmﬁes m
the Bakele language were hkemse prapared and prmted by thema

'SEOT. XIL-SOUTH AFRICA.

| ZULU COUNTRY.

| IN December 1834, the Rev. D Lmdley, the Rev. A. E W;Ison, oy .
M.D., and the Rev. H. I. Venable; the Rev. A. Grout, the
 Rev. G,- Champion, and N. Adams, M.D., sailed from Boston for

the Cape of Good Hope, with a view to missionary operations in A

. the Zulu country ; the first three in the interior, the last three on
the coast at L'ort Natal or its vicinity.? .
~After arriving at the Cape of Good Hope, Messrs Lmdley,

Wilson, and Venable proceeded by way of Griqua town and

Kuruman, stations of the London Missionary Society, to Mosika,
where the French missionaries had begun a station a few years
before among the Baharutsi, who then occupied that part of the
country, but who were afterwards driven from it by Moselekatsi,

‘Confucius does in the opinion of the Chinese. Ragombe, however, has loft his sayings
o be handed down by tradition, and magnified by ten thousaud rehenrsals, until they
are trnly wonderful, They give him the credit of making their langunge and laws, and
they ageribe to him superhuman wisdom and power, Thereo can be little doubt that
the real or fumeied wisdom of some remarkable man haa exerted a powerful influence on
the character of this pesple.”—Miss. fer, vol. x1. p. 185.

“ The Gaboon people were once much more numerous than they are now. Aecorchng to
their own statements, they have greatly diminished within the last half century; the
canses of this are not cortainly known, Mr Wilson supposed that the Gaboon people,
properly so called, did not exceed 6000. Inclading their slaves and the Dbushmen
(negroes from the interior), who are living among them, they may amount to 25,000,
Most of the men, perhaps four-fifths, spoke mte]hgxb]o nglish, They had learned the
art, not only of amassing property, but what is very rare in Africa, of keepmg it alsa.
The women were treated with much more cousideration and kindness than in most
heathen countries, They were required to perform less hard labour, and ywere more
constantly employed in those pursuits which were appropriate to their sex, sewing,
washing, cooking, &c. The general disposition of the people waa mild and peaceful,
In their intercourse with White men, they were uniformly eivil and polite, and cavefully
avoided eyerything like obtrusiveness.

“8till, however, this was a heathen land, Slavery, polygamy, belief in mtchsmft iu»

temperance, licentionsness, were prmrm]mg ovils.”-~Miss. Her. vol, XXXiX. p.. 2803 wols Y

xL p, 1856,

1 Miss, Her. vol. x1. pp. 112, 184 ; vol. xliii. p. 266.—Ibid. vol. xhx. P 237.—-Rep.
Board For, Miss. 1848, p. 188 -—.lb.ltl 1860, p. 96.—-Ibid, 18532, e b3,
I8 Miss, Her. wol. xxxi. p. 82,




Lt chief, without any provocation, attacked a small body of

i new mlssmnarles had been there on)y three or four months' wheh'

| Duteh farmers, who, being dissatisfied with the Huglish govern-

~ment, had removed to the northward, far beyond the limits of the
colony, and had come into the neighbourhood of what he claimed
as his country. In his first attacks upon them he was successful,

~and carried off great numbers of their cattle, sheep, and goats.

i) farmers fell back toward the colony, and being veinforced by
- new emigrants, they returned and attacked Mosclekatsi's people.

% One nforning, some time before sunrise,” say the missionaries,

L we were m'oused by the startling cry, ¢ A commando, A com-
~mando !’ Inshn’tly a brisk fire commenced on a kraal a few
hundred yards from our house. In a few minutes we were in
the midst of the glanghter. The people fled towards our house,
some of them that they might find protection in it, and others
that they might hide themselves among some reeds prowing in a
stall stream' near it. Those who fled were pursued by the
'qurs, with a determination to avenge themselves for the injuries
they had received  This brought us into the midst of the
. carnage. Several balls passed over our house, some struck it
and one passed through Mr Venable's chamber window, and,
rebounding from the opposite wall, fell on his bed, in which he
and his wife were lying at the time. The boers attatked and
- destroyed thirteen, some say fifteen kraals. Few of the men
 belonging to them escaped, and many of the women were cither
~shot or killed with assagais,”” ~ The farmers were determined to
" continue hostilities until they had cither destroyed the power of

. Moselekatsi, or driven him and his people out of the country.

As' the prospects of the mission appeared thus completely

darkened, the missionaries accepted the invitation of the boers

to leave the country under their protection, and .to join their
brethren at Port Natal.!

In May 1836, Messrs Champion, Grout, and Adams had
arrived at Port Natal; and they commenced a station at Umlazi,
a few miles from that place, and another at (inani, within the
territory of Dingaan, the Zulu chief. After the arrival of the
missionaries from the interior, three other stations were formed,

4 Miss, Her. vol. xxxiii. pp, 187, 236, 338, 416,

VOL. 111, Q




' ‘one on the Ilova rwer another at Klangezca, a,ncl a t}nz\d‘ a.t_?: iy
Umhla.tus:, the last two within the country of Dingaan, B'ut xt I
 was not, long before the whole mission was broken up.t !

Tt seems the design of the Dutch farmers in enugmtmg from |

the colony was to ma,l; o, if possible, their principal remdencel
near Port Natal. = Accordingly, after destroymg the power of
| Moselekatsi, a porhon of them moyed in that divection. = When

. within five or six days’ journey of Dingaan’s capital, they en-
" camped, and Mr Retief, their governor, with about sixty other

 persons, came on to that place for the purpose of obtalmng his

" gonsent to their settling in that quarter. . He appeared to receive

" them in the most friendly manner, and gave his consent to their
' sett.hng in the country. On the morning of the day fixed en for
| concluding the negotiation, and for their taking leave, he inyited
the whole party to the town under this pretext ; and while they
were partaking of his hospitality, they were treachorously seized
by his soldiers, and put to doeath, their carcases boing left to be
“devoured by the vultures and hyuna.s.f? :
In March 1838, the missionaries, alarmed by the massacre of |
the boers, made the best of their way to Port Natal, and as
even that part of the country was in a very unsettled state, they :
sailed to Port Elizabeth in the colony. Dingaan now sent his
ariny to attack the body of the boers in their encampment;
hiostilities also commenced between him and the settlers at Port
Natal, who sought to co-operate with the farmers. He was at
first completely successful in his attacks upon them, but was
 afterwards defeated with greatloss,  His own brother, Umpandi,
now revolted from him, and was joined by a large body of Tis
subjects; and his army having again been.completely routed in
© battle, he fled, and it was rcpoxted Lo was taken and putto
death by Sapusa, & hostile chief, in the notth-east of the Zuln
country. The boers were now masters of an extensive tract of
country ;. and Umpandi was a(-knowledged by them as t,he chief
of the Znlus.?

In June 1839, Dr Adamf-; and Mr Llndley retumed to Port _

‘1 Rep. Board For, Miss. 1887, p. 45.-<Ibid. 1838, p. 58. :

¥ Rep. Board For. Miss, 1838, p.. 69.—~Mlsa. Her. “vol. xxxiv. p. 307 --Pruceed."
. Oh. Miss. SBoc. 1888, p. 43,

# Miss, Her. vol. xxxiv. p. 310 ; vol‘x'av.pp 49, 109 268, 884 ; vol. xxxvil pp.
58 122, 385, 608, :



'Hatal the statum at Umlam was. resnmed a.nd anothnr statmn:_,
| was afterwards begun in meandm countt*y, but it was given
up inabout a twelvemonth, in consequence of the Jjealousy and iy
. hostility of that chief. Natal was now declared to be a British
. colony. | Great numbers of the Zulus emigrated thither in the
hope of finding that protection which they could not enjoy under
the oruel and despotic rule of their own chief; and the British
authoritios adopted the plan of assigning to them considerable
tracts of country, in different parts of the colony, on which they, s
| might settle; and as it was their wishe that the missionaries =
. should settle among them and instruct them, a number of stations
. were in the course of a few yeavs formed i in various parts of the
[ country. . ' - A
- The progress of the mission a,ppeared for some years to be en~
'eoumgmg ; but, as the character of the Zulus developed itself,
the difficulties of their conversion became more manifest, One
. which met the missionary in the threshold of his labours, was =
. their deep ignovance. It seemed scarcely possible te cast even
one ray of light into minds so darkened and perverted by gin.
 Thig was especially true of the female sex, whose condition, both
~ temporal and spiritual, seemed almost beyond the reach of im-
- provement. . As the Zulus obtained some knowledge of the nature
and requu'emants of the gospel, they appeared to become more
settled in their conviction that it was not the religion for them,
and more resolved not to receive it. Their conduct was charac.
~ terized, not so much by hostility, as by stupid indifference, though
instances were not wanting of their shewing the most determined
and inveterate cpposition. = A niggardly selfishness was also most
| thoroughly wrought into the very fibres of the Zulu character; =
. and unless the gates of the church were guarded with double it
; vigilance, unconverted persons might find entrance into it. This
may seem inconsistent with their general disposition fo reject the
gospel.  But for self-interest the Zulus will forsake their friends,
and people, and customs. For gain, they will become slaves to
God, or Satan, or man, apparently indifferent as to the nature of
their service, whether it be to pray or to ridicule, to be honest,
or to deceive. Yet, they are most ut home in lying and deceit. :

A Rep. Board For. Miss. 1840, p. 78,=Ihid. 1842, p, 94,~Ihid. 1843, p. 81—
Ihid. 1844, p. 81.—TIbid. 1847, p. 73,
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and however ignorant of other arts, in this they are practised
 from youth to old age. Could it be shewn to be for their worldly
 interest to receive the gospel, they would soon yush to the Chureh
of Christ, abounding in counterfeit penitence, faith, and prayer.
 Whether any, or how many of our church members,” say the
. missionaries, * are such from mercenary motives, we o not
know. But we fear and tremble, when we see the vileness and
. solfishness of some who know, and ought to do, better. They love
the meroy of the gospel when tendered to them; but the strict-
ness of the law is uncongenial to their tastes and habits. And

‘henee it is, that some who appear exemplary and conscientious,
when under the eye and enjoying the kindness of a missionary,
assume a different character, when placed in different ecircum-
stances.”! ) ik - o
| Nov were the missionaries without their difficulties and danger
of another kind. Mr Butler having occasion to go to Amah-
longwa, to make some arrangements for the preservation of the
‘house and premises, until he should be able to remove thither,
had to pass the river Umkomazi; but on coming to i, there being
no natives at hand to manage the boat, he ventured o eross -ph
. horseback, though it was then deep and turbid. As he got over
safely, when he returncd the next day he again ventured into the |
viver in the same manner. When about two-thirds of the way
across, his horse.suddenly kicked and plunged, as if to disengage
himself from his rider ; and the next moment, a crocodile seized
Mr Butler’s thigh with his horrible jaws. The river at this place
is about 150 yardy wide, if measured at right angles to the cur-
rent, but from the point at which one enters, to that at which he
comes out, is three times as broad.. The river at high tide, and
when it is not swollen, is from four to eight or ten feet déep, and
on each side the banks are skirted with high banks and reeds. |
Mr Butler, when he felt the sharp teeth of the crocodile, clung
to the mane of his horse with a deathlike hold, Instantly he was
dragged from the saddle, and both he and the horse were floun-
dering in the water, often dragged entirely under it, and rapidly
going down the stream. At first the crocodile drew them again
into the middlé of the river ; but at last the horse gained shallow
water, and approached the shore. As soon as he was within
1 Miss, Her. vol. xlix. pp. 35, 88, 227.




| fuch blood‘ He had left aJI hls clothes, except his slm-b
) coat on the opposlte shore, with a native, who was to iollow m
* but when the struggle commenced the native returned, and darst
- not venture into the water again. It was now dark, and witho
.'clothes, and weak from loss of blood, he had seven nuloa to__ ido
~ before he could reach the nearest missionary station. He bor-
rowed a blanket from a natwe and, after two hours’ mdmg;__he-:
| succeeded in reaching it more dead than alive. g
i Hm horse also was tembly mangled ; a foot squara of the ﬂesh' ol
_"-a.nd skin was torn from his flanks. The animal, it was supposed, e
| fivst selzed the horse, and when shaken off, caught Mr Butler, LA

:ﬁrat below the knee, and then by the thigh. There were five or
R o wounds, from two to four inches long, and from one ha.lf to'
© two and a half inches wide, For eight or ten days ho scemed to
| --".recovar a3 fast as could be expected ; but he was then seized with
ey w}uch ‘threatened to be fatal. There was a, tendeucy i
k-jaw,  He, however, recovered so far, as to ba able o retu |
to his famxly LR o

' TIn June 1853 the number of church members at the varmug.
”_statlons, in good st.undmg, Was 141 A ' :

i _' i 1 Misﬂ_- Her! Vﬂl. x.lix.-p. 229, : ' 3 ﬂ Miﬂﬁ‘. H‘Iﬁr. ?Ul-xlix. pll 383_ A
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CHAPTER XXIII.

| PROPAGATION OF CHRISTIANITY BY THE AMERICAN BAPTIST
i . MISSTONARY UNION, ;

SECT. L—BUKMAH.

In -Mdy 1814, the Geﬁeral Migsionary Convention of..thé Bapt_is'ﬁ'.' '
Denomination in the United States of America for Foreign Mis-

. siong;! was instituted at Philadelphia. Nearly two years previous i
to its appointment, Messrs Judson and Rice, two missionaries of | ¢

. the American Board for Forvign Missions, had, on their arrival
" in Bengal, changed their sentiments on the subject of baptisni,
and were baptized at Calcutta, by the Serampur missionaries,

Scarcely, indeed, had they landed, when they received orders from
. the India government o return immediately to America, in the

same ship in which they came out; but this mandate was after-
‘wards so far modified, that they obtained permission to go to the
Isle of France, which is not within the Company’s dominions,

But as they were not immediatoly able to obtain a passage to that
islard, the government, probably imagining that they designed to
remain in Bengal, issued a peremptory order for their being sent
on board one of the Company’s ships bound to England, and their
names wero accordingly inserted in the public papers as passen-
gers. Having heard, however, of a vessel which wasg to sail for
the Tsle of France in two days, they applied for a passport from

_ the chief magistrate, but this was refused. = They, therefore,

. made known their circumstances to the eaptain, and asked him
‘whether he would fake thetn on board without a passport; to

* whieh he replied, that he wonld be neutral: there was his ship,
~ they might do as they p]elq-,sed. Having, with the agsistance of

.1_In 1846 the name was changed to ° The American Baphist Missionary Union."—
Report, 1846, p. 7. - :



i the gentlemau n whose house they rasxded obtamed ccsehes t,u_
~convey their baggage on board, they embarked at twelve o’clock
at night, The vessel, however, had proceeded down the ;mrer"
only two days, when a degpatch was received from government, i
P 1'0h1b1tmg the pilot to go farther, as there were passengers on
- board who had been ordered to England. It was one o’clock in
the morning when this order swrived; but yet they"f.nmedlately
. went on shore. They knew not, however, what course now to
take, feeling assured that if they returned to Calecutta, they would
be sent to England, and yet, if they contmued at that place, they
' would as certainly be discovered. They, therefore, went down
" the river as far as Fultah, about fifty miles below Caleutta, Fore
they partook, in gome measure, of the feelings of a fugitive who
_-is every moment expecting to be discovored ; and though they
| were vongcious of having done their duty in refusing to comply =
IR mth the orders of government, they could not help bemg alarmed =
jEL s at +he arriyal of every boat, and the appc,a,r'moe of eyery mew
. face. In this painful situation they remained four days, a,n:nously ;
-"','applymg to every ship which passed down the river to receive
_them' on board, to whatever port it wag bound. At last, when'- !
they had given up all hope of escape, and were thmkmg of: ned i
'turmng to Caleutta, a letter was handed to Mr Judson, conta,m- iy
| ing a pass to go on board the ship they had so lately left.!The |1k
-vessel, however, had already gone down the viver four days, and’, o
was probably out at sea. It was then dark; but they imme-
diately went on board their boats, and, after rowing hard all |
night, and all next day, they had the inexpressible pleasure of
discovering the ship at anchor in Saugur Roads, having been de-
tained much longer than was expected, from the circumstance |
that some of the Lascars had not arrived. On reaching the Isle =~
- of France, Mr Rice proceeded to Awerica, with the view of inter- |
| esting the Baptist churches in that country in the mission, and
obtaining their support. His efforts in this respect were emi-
‘nently successful, and led to the appointment of the Conyention
for Foreign Missions, and to the organization of numerous auxi-
liary societies over the whole country for its support.! Thus,

1 Procesdings of the Baptist Convention for Missionary Purposes, 1814, pp. 8, 27—
Reports of the Bapéist Board of Foreign Missions, pp. 12, 68, 142,-~Mra Judsen's Ac-
cotnt of the American Baptist Mission to the Burman Empire, p. 10




' the change in the seritiments of Messrs Judson and Rice, onthe |

. subject of baptism, which, combined as it was with other inauspi=
| cious circumstances, threw a dark clond over the first efforts of
| Amerien to extend Christianity beyond her own boundaries,
 terminated in calling forth more powerfully the energies of a
. numerous body of Christians in that country in support of mis-
' sions to the heathen; and, like the difference between Paunl and
. Baruabas of old, contributed ultimately “ to the furtherance of
‘the gospel.” - i Gl T R g
. In the meanwhile, Mr Judson and his excellent wife, after
| waiting in vain at the Isle of France for a passage to some of the
'Eé_,s_tjern islands, sailed for Madras, with the view of proceeding’
. from thence, as civcumstances might direct. On their landing,
- however, they were reported at the police-office, and an account
" of their arvival was transmitted to the supreme government in
Bengal. As, therefore, it was highly probable that, as soon as an |
' order could arrive from Caloutta, they would be arrested and
| sént to England, their only safety consisted in escaping from
Madrag before such instructions were received. Under these
eiroumstances, it may easily be conceived with what anxious feel-
| ings Mr Judson inquired the destination of the vessels in the
. voads of Madras, To his great disappointment, he found that .
none would sail that season, except a small Portugucse vessel to
| Rangoon. A mission to the Burman Empire they had been ac-
 oustoraed to contemplate with feelings of horror, from. the
aceounts which they had received of the sanguinary character of
the government of that country, and of the barbarity of the
. people.  The matter, however, was now brought to a point;
 cither they must go thither, or be sent to England.  Contrary
to the advice of all their friends, they resolved to proceed to
Rangoon, as, from finding their path so hedged in, they thought
~ the hand of Providence pointed to the Burman Empire as the
 seeno of their future labours.  With what truly Christian feelings '
they proceeded thither, i finely depicted in the following extracts
of a letter from Mrs Judson, to her friends in America :— My
_heart,” says she, * often sinks within me, when I think of living
| among a people whose tender mercies are cruel.  But when 1
~ reflect on their miserable state, as destitute of the gospel, and
. that it is easy for our heavenly Father to protect us in the midst
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"';’nf danaer, I fael mlhng o go, and live and die mneng t.ham 4 n.nd§ it
it is our daily prayer, that it may please God to enable us'to von~

| tinue in that savage country. Farewell to the privileges and con- A

veniences of civilized life ! Farewell to refined Christian society ! :
_ We shall enjoy these comforts no more ; but Burmah willbeagood
place to grow in grace, to live near to God, and to be prepared to.

i diel  Oh, my dear parents and sistors, how little: do you know

hosw to estimate your enjoyments, in your quiet homes, with aldyni

' the comforts of lifel How little do you know how to prize (hris-

tian society, as you haye never been depmved of it How little

can you realize the toils and perplexsities of traversing the oeoan 3

' and how little can you know of the solid comfort of trusting in

. God, when dangers stand threatening to devour! But these pri-
: vations, these dangers, these comforts are ours, and weo reJoxce in
them, and think it an inestimable prmlege that our heavenly._

_ T‘ather bas given us, in allowing us to suffer for his cause.’
Just as they sailed, a valuable European servant, whom they

pidl  wore taking with them, dropped down on board, gasped a few

' times, and then expir od. Mrs Judson received such a shock from

thig solemn and striking event, { that she was immediately taken = . | ;

- _dmxgerously il She thought that the time of her departure was ||
at hand, and that all her toils and perplexitios were ab an end;
. while her excellent husband atpa,menced all those painful feelings
which naturally vesulted from the prospect of an immediate
separation from one whom he loved, and who was now the only
remaining companion of his wanderings. . After some time, how-
ever, she began to recover, though, on arriving at Rangoon, she
was still so feeble, that she was scarcely capable of being re-

‘moved ashore. At the first sight of that place, they felt very S

glooray and dejected ; but, by degrees, they became not only re- -
conciled, but attached to the country. ‘¢ We had never before,”
says Mr Judson, “ seen a place where European influence had

not contributed to smooth and soften the rough features of uncul-
tivated nature. The prospect of Rangoon, as we approached it,
was quite disheartening. I went on shore at night, to take a
view of the place ; but so dark, and cheerless, and unpromising did
all things appear, that the evening of that day, after my return
to the ship, we have marked as the most gloomy and distressing
we ever passed. Such was our weakness, that we felt we bad no



_ 'purtmu hera below, a,nd found conaolatmn only in lookmg beyond
omr pilgrimage, ‘which we flattered ourselves would be short, to
that peaceful region, where ¢ the wicked cease from--.-trouhhn:g,-

and where the weary are at rest.” But if ever we commended oy b

- ourselyes sincerely, and without reserve, to the disposal ‘of our
heavenly Father, it was on this evening; and, after some recol- |
lection and prayer, we experienced something of the presence of
Him who cleaveth closer than a brother something of that peace
- which our Saviour bequeathed to his followers, and which endnres
- when the fleeting and unsubstantial riches of thig world have
passed away. We soon began to find that it wasg in our he&rts to
live and to die with the Burmans.” 1
Having now reached the scene of their labours, they took up,
their residence in the mission-house, which had been erected by
the Baptist missionaries from Serampur, and which lay about
half a mile from the town, in the midst of woods. They found it
necessary to proceed with extreme cantion, as one unadvised step
- might excite the suspicion of so despotic a government, and plunge
all in ruin, The language they found extremely difficult, and they
had no teacher who understood both Barman and English, Their
‘only way of ascertaining the names of objects which met their
eye, wag to point to them in the presence of their teacher; who
gave them the names in Burman. They then expressed them as
nearly as possible in the Roman character, till they had suffi-
ciently acquired the Burman. They spent their time in great
solitude, and passed through much personal and family afiliction.
They were often harassed with midnight alarms, and, on account
of the frequent and daring robberies committed in their neigh-
bourhood, they removed to Rangoon ; but, in the course of a few
weeks, they were driven from thenoe, ag the whole of that town
was laid in ashes.?
In October 1816, they had the pleasure of WeIcommg to their
lonely habitation Mr and Mrs Hough, who had been sent from
~ America to assist them in their labours. After a secl-usion from

3 Judson’s Account, p. 15.~New York Chriat Hax, vol, i, p. 277 o Rep. Bapt‘- Board
For. Miss. p. 88,

% Rep. Bapt. Board For. Miss. pp. 88, 102 154 —Bapt. Pemd Acconnts, Yol v, Ps
480 5 vol, vi. pp, 63, 228,—Ciréular Letbem relative to the Bapt. Mlsa Soe. vol. ix. pp.
271:, 297.~Judson’s’ Account, pp. 2&, g1, )
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 tioo to them to meet again with friends and follow-labourers from
their native country. Mr Hough possessed a knowledge of print-

it &llﬁhﬂsﬁansﬁeieﬁy for three yeavs, it was o ‘common gratifien- |

ing, and having visited Bengal in his way to Burmah, he received

. from the Serampur missionaries the valuable present of a press,
and types in the Burman character. He immediately proceeded

to print a tract by Mr Judson, containing a Summary of the

Princinles of the Christian Religion; a Catechism by Mrs Judson,

and a translation of the Gospel by Matthew.!  The civeulation of

" these small pieces oxcited considerable attention among the Bur-
mans, and many called at the mission-house to make inquiry
a;_hout_ the new religion; but they remarked thab their visitors
‘often betrayed a fear lest others should dissover their ervand,
Sometimes, when two or three intimate friends were seriously
* ‘engaged in conversation on religious subjects, if others with whom
thoy were unacquainted called, they became silent and  went
away.  In several instances, the hopes of the miggionaries were
- raised by the apparent seriousness of gome of the Burmang; hut
_their goodness proved like ¢ the morning’ cloud and the eayly
dew, which passeth away.” | ' e AR
. M Judson was now anxious to commence in a mote public
_ manner the preaching of the gospel; but he, at the same time,
felt the importance of beginning in a way the least caletated to
~excite the prejudices of the Burmans. ‘He hud heard of the con- .
version of several Arracanese at Chittagong, one-of the stations
connected with the Baptist Mission in India, and thinking that, as
, they spoke the Burman language, e might find among them
some ono who would be able to afford him assistance in communi-
eating Divine truth to the Burmans, he proceedetl thither, partly
with -this view, and partly for the sake of his health, which had

© 'of late been on the decline. The voyage did not usnally occupy

“move than ten or twelve days, and the vessel was expected to
return immediately. Three months, howeyer, had nearly expired,
swhen a boat avrived from Chittagong, bringing the distressing
‘intelligence, that neither Mr Judson nor the vessel had been
heard of at that port, a report which was corroborated by comi~
munications which were about the same time received from Ben-
gal.  Such intelligence must have been exceedingly painful to
1J uﬂaon’s Account, pp. 74, 76, 89, 986, 98,
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Mrs Judson yot she was doomed o experience for ot.her four
. months that agonizing state of suspense, which i otten more dm«-
fressing than the most painful certainty.! b
Two or three days after the arrival of this pami‘ul mtelhgenoe, s
Mr Hough received an order, couched in the most menacing
language, to appear immediately at the court-house. The mes-
-sage spread consternation and alarm among their domestics and
‘adhorents, several of whom followed him at a distance, and heard
 from some of the petty officers, that a royal order had arrived
for the banishment of all foreign teachers. As it was late when
Mr Hough reached the court-house, he was merely ordered to
give security for his appearance at an early hour next day, when |
he was told, « If he did not tell all the truth relative to his situ:i-
tion in the country, they would write with his heart’s blood.”
The embarrassments of the missionaries at this period were
greatly increased by the circumstance, that the Viceroy and
his family, who had always been their steady friends, had been
recently recalled to Ava, and the present Viceroy, with whom
they had but a slight acquaintance, had loft his family at the
capital,  Mr Hough was not buﬂiunnﬂy acquainted with the lan-
guage, to allow of his appealing in person to the Vicoray ; and
as it is not customary for females to appear at his court in the
absence of his lady, they had nothing before them but the pro-
spect of being obliged to submit to all those evils which it is often
in the power of petty officers to inflict on those who are InpRY.
tected by higher authority.

The two following days, Mr Hough was detained at the courf-
house, and was under the necessity of answering through an in-
terpreter, the most trivial questions, as, what were the names of
hig parents, how many suits of clothes he had, all which were
swritten down in the most formal manner imaginable. The court
would not allow him to retire for any refreshment, and this, to-
gether with several other petty grievances, convinced them that
it was the object of the court to harass and distress them as much
as possible, thinking that they were not in circumstances to ap-

“peal to the Viceroy, who does not usually attend these courts, but

has cases of 1mporta.nbe submitted to him privately for his deci-

sion. Next morning, which was Sabbath, another message was
1 Judson's Acsount, pp. 103, 112, 118,



1emawed from the court.»hausa fcu: Mr H‘ough’s appeaa'ance, thaat.._
" the examination might be continued. They now, however, re-
i _,._solved to aacertaxn whether these orders ‘emanated from the Vice—
roy, or whether he was entively ignorant of them. Mrs Judsons i
e teacher. ha.wno- come in just at that time, drew up a petition to |
i the V1ceroy, ssta.tmg the grievances to which Mr Hough had been e
. subjected, and the ovder for his appearance that day, which was B
their sacred day, and requesting that his highness would ‘give
directions that he should no longer be molested. . Accompanied |
by My Hough, Mrs Judson proceednd to the government house;
. and on reaching the outer court, she caught the eye of the Vice-
. roy, who sat surrounded by the officers of his court; but having
i recogmzed her, he, in a yery aonduscendmg manner, called her
to come in and make known her.réquest. She thevefore pre-
sented her petition to one of the secretaries, who was 1mmedmwly _
ordered to read it; and after hearing it, the Viceroy inquired in
an austere manner, at the very ofticer who had been most for ward
~in making Mr Hough’s situation unpleasant at the court- hquse,.
% why the examination of this foreign teacher had been pro<
i longed . He, at the same time, gave. orders that he should be
no longer molested. The officers of government nOW Saw thmr |
* plan defeated, which probably was to extort from Mr Hough a '
large reward for hie liberation. It was, however, a fact, that &
royal order had been rveceived for the'banishment of all the Por- |
tiguese priestsin the counfry. To ascertain who they were, the_,-,
Viceroy had issued an order that all foreign priests should appear '
at the court-house, not intending that any but the Portugnese
- should undergo an examination, farther than to a&cermn that? i
they were not Portuguese,! s
The trials and dangers of the missionaries wore not a little R
ereased at this period, by a report that differences had arisen be-
. tween the English and Burman governments, and that an attempt
would soon be made by the English to take possession of the
country. This report appeared to be confirmed by the cireum-
stance, that there had been no arrivals from any English port for
some months past, and that the few remaining captains were malk-
ing every possible effort to hasten the departure of their ships.
The only vessel which remained was now on the point of taking
1 Judson's Account, p. 113,




. its doparture, and unless the missionaries embraced this opportu-
| nity of leaving the country, there wag 10 Saying what dangers
‘might await them. Mr Hough bad for some timo past been

" anxious to remoye with his family and Mrs Judson to Bengal;

but as, amidst their other trials, she bad heard nothing of Mp

Judson, she was unwilling to leave the country until ghe received

ki ";sOme'intall-igenc.e concerning him. She at last, however, acquiesced,

though with the greatest reluctance, in Mr Hough’s proposal, and

actually embarked with him and his family for Bengal; but as |

 the vessel was detained several days in the river',_-sho,"i_“wiﬂn a

singular degree of Christian heroism, resolved to give up the voy~
. ageant return to Rangoon.  She reached the town in the evening,

spent tho night at the house of the only Englishman who re-

mained in the place, and next day returned to the mission-house,

to the great joy of all the Burmans left on the premises. Here,
' surrounded by dangers on every hand, and without any earthly
friend or protector, she felt calm and tranquil, persuaded that,
though the course she pursued might appesr to others rash and
 presumptuons, it was the path of duty. Ten days after her re-
turn, the vessel in which Mr Judson had sailed arrived at Ran-
soon.  The captain had not been able to reach Chittagong, and
after being tossed about in the bay near three months, he made
Masulipatam. There Mr Judson left the ship, and proceeded
immediately ‘to Madras, in the hope of finding a passage from
that place to Rangoon. = This intelligence was some relief to the
mind of Mrs Judson, as she had hitherto been apprehensive that
the ship and all on board were lost; yet still she was in a state
of suspense as to Mr Judson’s return. She, however, daily pur-
sued her studies, which she found one of the best means of pre-
serving her mind from dejeetion s and, indeed, her conseience
would not allow her to sit idly down, itdulging in feelings of
despondency, which she conceived to be incongistent with the
Christian chayacter. Mr Judson at length arrived in safety,
after an absence of about eight months, during which time he

had passed throngh various trials, as well as experienced much
anxiety from the painful circumstances in which he was placed.

Mr Hough and his family had also in the meanwhile returned to

the mission-house, the ship not having been able to proceed on

its voyage for some weeks.!
1 Judson's Account, pp. 118, 125.




o e N?nmmber 1817 the Rem Edward W Wheelock and James._-
i Golman, sailed from Boston for Caloutta, with the view of joining
~ the Burman mission. . Both of these excellent young men burned
. with desire to proclaim the glad tidings of salvation to the per mh-{:'- ot
. ing heathen. Searcely have we ever seen the passion for missions |
more. a;*.dent,ly expressed, than in the lotter which Mr Wheeloek =

addressed to the Board when he offered himself as a missionary..

. ‘“Language fails me,” says he, “when I attempt to describe my

_fevlmgs on thig subject. - Thought is poor, and poor expression.’

. To_you, honoured fathers, I offer, freely and joyfully offer my- _
o1 % seto become your missionary, to aid those already under your . f
patronage, in turning the poor Burmans from idols to serye the '

living-and true God,  And O if it is eonsistent that one so un-
. worthy and so unqualified as myself should engage in this glori-
' ous work, deny me not, 1 bestech you, the unspeakable privilege;
deny mo not, the fondest, the most ardent desire of my soul that
ean in this world be gratified. 'To deny me thig, would be to
deny me the greatest happmess which in this world I can possibly.
enjoy. L had rather be-a migsionary of the cross, than a king on
his throne, . Let the men of fhis world possess its glittering toya,.-
let the miser grasp his cankered gold; let the voluptuary enjoy
- his sensual pleasures; let the ambitions ascend the pinnacle of
i ea,rthly honour 3 but let we enjoy the sweet satisfaction of divect-
~ ing the poor pagans to the Lamb of God. T covet no greater
good ; T desire no greater joy; I seek no greater honour, To
Burmah would I go; in Burmah would I live; in Burmah would
I toil; in Burmah would L die; and in Burmah would I be
buried.” The parting scene with these missionaries and their
wives was truly affecting. Their parents, brothers, and sisters,
and indeed all who were present, wept; many fell on their necks =
. and ‘kissed them, ¢sorrowing most of all that they should see
L théir faces no more.” None discovered so much fortitude as the
" missionaries thomselves. While their friends were weeping around
them, they manifested the greatest firmness. As Mrs Wheelock
stepped on the plank which connected the vessel with the wharf,
she said to a female friend, “I would not exchange situations
with any of yow”  When the vessel began to movye, the father
of M Wheelock; with all the tenderness of a parent, took off his
hat and said, « Well, Edward, my dear son, let me gee your face




" onoe more.”  Edward came fo the side of the vessel. The father |

“ . gazed on his amiable son, then covered his head, and immediately

forced his way through the crowd to his carriage.t

. In September 1818, the missionaries reached the seene of t;heir'
Jabours ; but Mr Wheelock, who had of late been attacked with
successive colds, had been only a week in Rangoon when he was

seized with & spitting of blood. The disease gradually made pro-
gress, and insensibly exhausted his strength. ‘He still wished to
live, that he might preach among the Burmans the unsearchable

' viches of Christ;” but yet he manifested in this respoct the
utmost resignation to the will of God. During the whole of his

illness, he was neyer heard to utter a murmur or complaint of any

kind. His mind was completely occupied with divine things; le

seemed to have much enjoyment in communion with God. Think-
'_-i'ng, however, that it was his duty to use every means for the re-
storation of his health, he embarked for Bengal, in the hope that
a change of air and medical advice might prove beneficial to hin.
For about a week after his departure, he was in the same fran-

quil and happy frame of mind in which he had been for some

months past; but about five days before the fatal catastrophe,
his spirits became much depressed, his fever greatly increased,
his head was affected with a severe pain, and his temples were
much swelled.  In other respects, Mrs Wheelock saw no particu-
lar change on him, till one morning, as she was readiug to him,
he suddenly rose from the chair on which he sat and went nto
the quarter gallery. Being surprised at his starting so suddenly,
she instantly followed him, and was just in time to save him from
jumping out at one of the windows of the ship. When she had
helped him to bed, and was a little recovered from the shock she

had received, she tried to converse with him, but he was perfectly :

insensible.  He answered her questions with great solemnity; but

with a strange wildness, Next day, he scemed tranquil and happy

¥

for a short time, and gaid that  Christ was precious to him, and

‘that His comforts delighted his soul.” = But soon the fever began

to rage as before, and he was in a state of violent delirium.
Eariy nest morning, he expressed great abxiety to know where
he was: and after Mrs Wheelock had told him, she asked him if

he knew ler, to which he replied, “No, gir, it iy impossible to

1 Judson’s Accomnt, p. 182.~New York Miss, Heérald, vol, iv. 1. 342,




ow who, ot what you are, ot wha.t yat: mll ‘be.” 1In the fore-
“noon, his reason appeared to return, and in the aftezmon ‘he .
 seemed to fall into a gentle slecp.  Mrs Wheelock loft Tim fora
' fow moments to write a short note, to inform their friénds in
~ Caleutta of their arvival; but it was not two minutes g?ter, when _
 she heard the quarter gallery door close. She instantly vose to
shut it, fearing: the noise it made would awake him, but when she
turned vound, she saw he was gono; she hastenod to the place,
but; alas] it was too late. Search was made through the ship,
but lo was nowhera to be found. Either he had fallen overboard,
or, what is more probable, he had in a fit of frenzy thrown him-
‘solf into the sea. © Such was the melancholy end of/this intetest-
ing young manl It is scarcely necessary to vemark, that Mr
Wheelock cannot for one moment be considered as cha.rgeable
with suicide, nor can his precipitating himself into the river, if
£his was actually the case, be viewed as affecting the evidence of
 his piety.  In cases of delirium, wherein reason is complotely
~overpowered by the force of disease, we cannot suppose a person
~more accountable for what he does than for what he says, and
many ean récollect persons distinguished for their piety, who, in
* the delivium’ of a fever, have uttered things of which in their
" gober senses they would have felf the utmost CabHotrenced! | 11
" Provious to the death of Mr Wheelock, Mr Judson had com-
_ menced the public preaching of the gospel. With this view, a
|| zayat, the Burman name for o place of worship, was erected in
the neighbourhood of the migsion-house, on one of the prin-
cipal roads leading from the city to the great pagoda. = His
 hearers were ab first fow in number; and much disorder and
inattention prevailed among them, most of them not having been
. aceustomed to attend Burman worship. Mrs Judson also held
. moetings with the females, and she had often much pleasure in
'fé‘rea.dmg the Scriptures to them, and in explaining o them the
things which belonged to their everlasting peace. There was cer-
tainly o considerable number of the Burmans whose sentiments
were changed, and who might be considered ag in the stato of
many nominal Christians, somewhat enlightened and pa,rtla,ll y con~
vinced. The small number of inquirers was frequently diminished
by the removal of some of them to other parts of the country, or
1 The Friend of India, 1819, pp. 987, 493.—Amer, Miss Her, vol. xv, p. 63.
YOL, 1L | R




" by a sudden alarm from governmients and again increased by
' new acquaintances. Several, however, appeared to be serionsly
impressed with divine truth, and, aftor & short time, Mr Judson
' had the pleasure of baptizing three of them.* | '

In December 1819, Mossrs Judson and Colman proceeded to

-

' Amarapoora, the capital, with the view of presenting a petition to

. the new king, for a toleration of the -.C_hvii-;ﬁimn--rel_igién.sizni:

. Burmah. Some time before the baptism of the last two Burmans,

. the death of the king changed the aspect of religious affairs in

. that country : his late majesty having been hostile to the priests -

of Budhy, while the present king was supposed to be favourable 2

' to them, = Schway-gnong, one of the inquirers, a man of loarning
and influence, was accused to the Viceroy of heretical sentiments, =

. and in consequence of this he went to the head of eeclesiastioal

| affairs in Rangoon, made his peace with him, and from that time

. visited the missionaries only occasionally, and that privately.
This cireumstance spread an alarm among all their acquaintances,
. and with the exception of the baptized, occasioned a complete

. falling away of their visitors. Messrs Judson and Colman now
thought that they had no resource left but “to go up fo the
golden feet, and lift up their eyes to the golden face,” in other
words, to go directly into the royal presence, lay their designs
before the king, and solicit toleration for themselves and their
convyerts.? / i

After a dangerous voyage of more than a month up the river
Trrawaddy, they reached the capital in safety ; and, through the
friendly interposition of the late Viceroy of Rangoon, they early
obtained permission to visit the king. Having proceeded to the
palace, they were detained a long time at the outer gate, until
the various officors were satisfied that they had a right to enter;
after which they deposited a present for the private minister of

_state, Moung Zah, and were ushered into his apartments in the

palace-yard. He received them very pleasantly, and now, for
the firet timo, they disclosed their character and object, that they
were missionaries or ¢ propagators of religion;” that they
wished to appear before the king, and present to him their
sacred books, accompanied with a petition for toleration to them-

| 1 Judson's Acoount; pp. 97, 144, 146, 148, 156, 176, 179, 201, -
9 Judson’s Account, pp. 200, 206, 200, 217, 219. - Miss. Reg. vol. ix. p. 108,




i '.-.-.sblms and thmr canverta. He tookz the peutmn mto h;ls hand
~looked over part of it, and then asked them several questml
“about their Clod and their religion. Just at this crisis some
. person announced, that the  golden foot” was about to adyance;
* upon which the minister hastily rose, and put on his robes of
state, saying, that ho must seize that opportunity of presenting
. them before the king. When he was dressed, be said, “How
| can you propagate religion in this lungdom? But, come along.” |
_ Ho then conducted them through various splendour and pa,rasde,
~ until they ascended a flight of stairs, and entered a most magni-
 ficent hall.  He divected them where to sit, and fook his place on
‘one side, whilo on the other was placed the present which they
- proposed to offer to the king, consisting of that book which they
wished to transiate, under his patronage,-—-the Bmrw, in six
. volumes, covered with gold leaf, in the Burman style, and each
. yolume enclosed in a rich wrapper. The spacious extont of the
- hall, the number and magnitude of the pillars, the height of the
" dome, the whole of which was completely covered with gold,
ipresented a grand and imposing spectacle. Very few were
* present, and these evidently principal officers of state. Tt
. Heve they remained about five minntes, when overy ane put
-'hnnself into the most respectful attitude, and Moung Yo, one of
the officers, whigpeved that the king had entered. They looked
through the hall, as far as the pillars would allow, and presenﬂy _‘
«caught a view of his majesty. He came forward, unattended, in \
solitary grandeur, exhibiting the proud gait of an eastern
monarch. His dress was rich but not distinctive ; and he carried
in his hand a gold sheathed sword, which seems to have taken
the place of the sceptre of ancient times. = But it was his high
~ aspect and commanding eye that chleﬂy riveted their attention,
- Every head, excepting the missionaries’, was now in the dust.
~ They remained kneeling, with their hands folded, and their eyes
fixed on the monarch. When he drew near, he stopped, and
| . turping towards them, said, “ Who are these?” “The teachers,
e * great king,” replied Mr Judson. What! you speak Burman—
| the priests that 1 heard of last night #—When did you arvive &~
Are you teachors of religion?—Are you like the:Portuguese
priests —Are you married -—Why do you dress so?”  When
they had answered these and other similar questions, he appeared




o be pleas.ed %.md sa.t down on’zm eleva.ted sea,t, }ua hand Lestcmg st
~on the hilt of his sword, and his eye intently- fixed on ‘them. -
Moung Zah now bega.n to read the petltlon, whlch was | a8
. followss %

“ The Amerwa,n teachers ‘preqeut themselvea to receive tha'

favour of the excellent king, the sovercign of land and sea. =

- Hearing that, on account of the greatness of the royal power, the.
royal country was in a quiet and prosperous state, we arrived at
 the town of Rangoon, within the royal dominions; -and, having

. obtained leave of the governor of that town to come: up and

- behold the golden fuce, we have ascended ‘and reached thel :
‘bottom of the golden feet. In the great country of America, we
. sustain the charagter of teachers and explainers of the contents
~ of the sacred Scriptures of our religion. And, since it is con-
| tained in those Scmpturcs, that if we pass to other countries, and

preach and pmpa.gate religion, great good will result, and both

‘those who teach and those who receive the religion will be freed

from future punishment, and enjoy, without.decay ov death the
eternal felicity of‘homen«?wentreatmg that royal permission be
given, that we, taking refuge in the ‘royal power, may preach'_:_
our religion in these donnmons,-and that those, who are pleased
- with our preaching, and wish ‘to listen to or be guided by it,
whether foreigners or Burmans, may be exempt from molestation
by government, they present themselves to rbceive the favour of
the excellent king, the sovereign of land and sea.”

The king haying heard this petition, stretched out his hand
when Moung Zah crawled forward, and presented it. His ma~
Jjesty began at the top, and deliberately read the whole. In the
meantime, Mr Judson gave Moung Zah a copy of a tract, which
was put into the handsomest style and dress possible. ~After the
king had perused the petition, he handed it back without saying
a word, and took the tract. The hearts of the missionaries now
rose up in prayer to God for a dlsplay of his grace. * Oh!l have
mercy on Burmah! have mercy on her king!” He held the
tract long enough to read the first two sentences, which assert
that there is one eternal God, who is independent of the incidents
- of mortality, and that, besides him, there is no God; and then,
with an air of indifference, he threw it on the ground. Moung
Zah stooped forward, picked it up, and handed it to the mission-



3amea. i Ha now made a shght attempt {0 save them, by nnfoldmg-
~onoe of the volumes, which constituted their present, and (hsplaymg
its beauty ; but his majesty took no notice of it. ~After a few
- moments, Moung Zah interpreted his royal master’s will in the

tion, his majesty gives no order. With respect to your sacred
. which the king said, “Let them procced to the residence of my

* physician, the Portuguese priest: let him examine whether they‘

' then rose from his seat, strode on to the end of the hall, and
threw himself down on a cushion, where he lay listening to the

sun and dust of the streets of Amarapoors, to the residence of the
. Portuguese priest, who speedily ascertained that they were in

“ingly allowed to take leave of the reverend inquisitor, and return

following terms :—* Why do you ask for such permission ? Have
not the Portuguese, the English, the Mahommedans, and peoplé
of all other religions, full Iiberty to practise and worship accord-
ing to their own customs? In regard to the objects of youwr pefi~

books, his majesty has no use for them: take them away.”
Something was now said about Mr Colman’s skill in medicine, on -

can be useful to me in that line, and report accordingly.,” He

i

music, and gazmg at the parade spread out before him.
As for the missionaries and their present, they were huddled

' 1p and hurried away, without much ceremony. They passed =

through the palace gates with much more facility than they had
entered, and were afterwards conducted two miles through the

possession of no wonderful gecret which would secure the king
{rom all diseage, and insure him immortality, They were accord-

to their boat. It afterwards appeared that he gave a very false
representation of them, particalarly that they were a sect of
Zandees, a race very obnoxious to former kings.1

Beforo leaving Amarapoora they made some further attempts
to obtain the great object of their wishes: but every account they
received confirmed them i the opinion that no toleration 'évould__
be granted them; and, indeed, we cannot see how they could
expect that a heathen government like the Burman would grant
them formal permission to convert its subjects to a new religion ;
their labours might be winked at, but a legal toleration of them
they had no reason to expect.?

On returning to Rangoon, Messrs Judson and Colman com-

; 1 Judson’s Account, pp. 220, 225, 240, 2 Ihid. p. 236.



. municated to the three converts a full account of their reception
‘at the capital, apprehending that when “they saw their teachers
‘driven away in disgrace from the presence of their monarch, they
would have little zeal for a cause thus virtually proscribed at '
. court; but in this they were happily mistaken. They them-
~ gelves, in fact, appear to have been more discouraged than the i
convert, and proposed retiring from’ Burmah to Chittagong,~

which was under the British government, and where a language
-_simila.r to the Burman was spoken.., But the three baptized Bur-

* desire, if there was any prospect of success in Rangoon, %0 go t0
any other place. They however thought it wery important that

. procecded thither ; but he died after being there only about two
the appearance of new inquirers among the Burmans, geveral of

was in most instances administered at night, for the sake of con-
cealment ; and, except in their own private circle, it was scarcely

initiated into the Christian faith.! | -
 In August 1822, Mr Judson and Dr Price, who had lately
_ come to his assistance, proceeded to court, having been summioned

thither in consequence of the medical skill of the latter, As soon

a8 the king was informed of their arrival, a royal‘order was

issued for their jmmediate introduction. They were obliged to
.« submit to mo céremony ;-but as”they entered, his majesty, with

' the impatieuce of a despotic prince, asked which was the doctor.

They were taken into an open court, and seated on’a bamboo .

floor, about ten feet from thé chair of the Monarch. He then
interrogated Dr Price as to his skill in curing eyes, cutting out
wens, setting broken bones, besides many other things to which
bis skill did not extend. His medicines were then called for, and
all his stock inspected. The surgical cases were much admired.

' 1 Judson's Account, pp. 245, 249, 258, 300, 309, 318, 8925,

_ mang shewed so much steadfastness, and yied with each other m '
' explaining away difficulties, and encouraged them with hopes of
g other inquirers, that the missionaries could not refrain from tears
._ at their representations, and told them that as they lived only
~ for the promotion of the cause of Christ in Burmah, they had uo
. Chittagong should not be neglected, and Mr Colman accordingly’

'years. Meanwhile, Mr Judson was encouraged in his labours by

whom he baptized. It may, however, be remarked that baptisnr, -

known that a single individual had renounced Budhism, and been




LR 'Aftbr Iookmg a.t t.hem, ,the kmg aent for hlB own, ong. case of'
' which being unlike Dr Price’s, he 1mmedmtely gave it into his
hiands, which might be considered as equivalent to saying that he

“must in future make the capital the place of his residence.  After
the kmg and his courtiers had amused themselves with his gal-
vanic pile for an hour, the missionaries were dismissed with an_f._, ,
order to.look out'a place which they liked, and he would builda

‘house for them. Iis majesty apparently had the good of his

~ people, as well as the glory of his empire, at heart ; and encou-
. raged forelgn merchants, and especially artizans, to settle in his it

capital.l '

At Aya, Mr Judson ha.d frequent interviews with the kmg a.mi_'
several members of the royal family, and some of the chief officers
of state. e wasanxious to obtain a piece of ground on which to
build & kyoung, and he at, length obtained a small spot from the

. chief minister of state. It wasthe wish of the king that he would
~ sebtle at Ava; and accordingly, though he went back to Rangoon,

it was with the view of returning to the capital. While he was
at Rangoon, Mrs Judson, who two years before had gone to
America on account of her health, arrived again in the country ;
and immediately after her arrival, they both proceeded fo Ava.? "

 Mrs Judson had come along with Mr and Mrs Wade, two new
wmigsionaries, by way of Caleutta. While there, they were in-.
formed, on the best authority, that there was every likelilwod of

i war between the English and the Burmese, and they were ur-
- gently advised by thelr friends to delay proceeding to Rangoon.

It was well ascertained that the King of Burmah cherished the

da:agn of invading Bengal ; and, with this view, he had collecied
in Arracan an army of 30,000 men, under the command of his
most_'. distinguished general Bandoola. The Bengal government,

‘however, resolved to anticipate the blow, by invading the Bur-

man Empire. 'The encroachments of the Burmese government on

the Company’s territories had long been a subject of complaint, and

1 Jndﬁm’s Aceount, p, 821,—Miss. Her. vol, xix, p. 189,

2 Memoir of Mrs Judson, pp. 181, 201, 213, 217.

In 1828, Brown University, in the United States, conferred on Mr Judson the degree
of D.D., but he declined the intended honour, deeming such titles inconsistent with the
¢ gommands of Christ, and the general spirit of the gospel.”~Wayland’s Memair of the
Rev, 4. Judson, vol. i. p. 269,

He no doubt had in view such passages as Matthew xx, 25-28 ; xxiii. 1-12,




. gentlemen wore dining that day, in a Spanish gentleman’s gar-

den, and before they had finished dinner, they were seized by .

 about fifty armed men, it being the order of the yahwoon, who
' acted at this time as viceroy, that every person accustomed to.

. wear a hat, should be conveyed to the king’s godown, and gon-
fined in chains. Messrs Hough and Wade hoped that they would

| escape, being Americans; but while they were at tea, a King's
' linguist appeared with about a dozen of men, and escorted them
to the ;go'down, where they were put with the other foreigners,
and were bound to each other by irons round their ankles, Or-
ders from the yahwoon were communicated to their guards, that
the moment the ships should open a fire upon the town, they were
to massacre all the prisoners. The guards immediately began to

| gharpen their instruments of death with bricks; and brandishing
them about the heads of the prisoners, shewed with how much
dexterity and pleasure they would execute the order. On the

place which was intended for the scene of butchery, a large
| quantity of sand was strewed to receive their blood. Among the
prisoners reigned the gloom and silence of death. Mr Hough

and Mr Wade threw themselyes down upon a mattress, scarcely -

expecting ever to rise again, and calmly waited to hear the first

gun that should be fired upon the town as the signal for their exe-
cution. - Meanwhile, an account of their situation, which they had

used various means to conceal, reached the ears of their wives,
whose feclings may be more easily conceived than deseribed. = At

length the fleet arrived, and the attack commenced. The first
ball thrown into the town came with & tremendous noise over
their heads. The guards, filled with consternation and amaze-
ment, and seemingly unable to exeoute their murderous orders,

slunk away into a corner of the prison, where they remained per-
fectly quiet, until a broadside from the Ziffey, which made the

 all attempts to obtain redress had hitherto been met with negleet,  °

~ andatlast by preparations for invasion, on the part, of the Burmans, ’
. In May 1824, a fleet of ships, having on board about 6000

~ troops, under the command of Sir Archibald Campbell, appeared "

at the mouth of the Rangoon river, to the great dismay of the

. Burmans, who were little prepared to repel any attack. This &

event proved an occasion of inexpressible sufferings to the miss

sionaries and other foreigners in Rangoon,  Nearly all the English

= Sy



i Ipmon shaka to its very foundatmn, 40 ﬁ*rghtendﬂ thcm, tha.t thevf'_
 cried out thraugh foar like ehildren, and resolved on brea.kmﬂ"'“. 4

' open the door, and making their escape. This they soon found
' the means of doing; but they tock the pr ecautmn to ‘secure the Ay

 door again, by fastening it with rattans on the outside. A few
moments after the firing ceased on both sides, and the prisoners,

who were now left alone, began to indulge the-hope of deliver- !

ance by the English troops.
~ Meanwhile, the wives of the missionaries heard the firing
commence, under the impression that at that moment the Bur-
mans might be embruing their hands in the blood of their hus-
. bands; and they had reason to fear that they themselves might |
shortly share a similar fate, as they were told that the Burmans
' would come in search of them; it being an invariable practico "
with them, when they put a man to death under such circum-
stances, to sacrifice also his wife and children, and other relatives,
Apprehending that they could not remain in their house with
safety, they secreted their most valuable articles of furniture;
and having taken a few clothes, a pillow, and a Bible, they sought
refuge within the'walls of a Portuguese church, a little way off;
but on begging the priest to open the doors to them, he drove
' them from the church, from his own house, and even out of his
verandah.  They then disguised themselves, as they were obliged
to go out into the streets, which were filled with Burmans, = For
thix purpose they obtained clothes from the servants who attended
them, which they put over their own, dressing their heads in the
~ DBurman style, and blackening their faces and bands. In this
digguise they mixed with the multitude, and passed along undis-
cavered while they frequently heard Burmans inquiring for the'

A  teachers’ wives, which kept them in constant fear lest they should

be known. After poing some distance, they came to the house of
a Portuguese woman, into which they entered, and begged pro-
tection ; and though she refused their request, saying, if she gave
them protection she would endanger her own life, yet, being en-.
tirely exhausted with fatigne and distress of mind, they threw
thomselves down upon a mat, feeling that they were unable to
proceed any further.

Meanwhile, all remained quiet in the prison for about half an
hour, but in a moment the whole scene was changed.  About
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% We were instantly soized,” says Mr Wade, * dragged ot oft 1
‘the prison, our clothes being torn from our bodies, and our arms |,

drawn behind us with cords, so tight, that it was impossible fo
move thew.  We were now put in front of several armed men,
 whose duty it was to goad us along with the points of their spears,
Others had hold of the cords which bound our arms, and they .
would pull us, first one way, then another, so that it was impos-
sible for us to know in what direction they would hayve us to go.
Sometimes we were impelled forwards, then drawn backwards;
and again our legs were so entangled with our chains, as to throw
ug down: In short, they seemed to study methods of torturing .
us; but complaints were useless. : \ bl
% After making an exhibition of us through almost every sireet
of the town, they brought us to the yongdan, or place where all
causes are tried, and sentences passed. Here sat the dispenser
' of life and death, surrounded by other officers of \the town.  He
ordered us to be placed before him in a kneeling posture, with
our faces to the ground, to which we submitted in the most re-
spectful manner, On one side of us was a noisy rabble, crying,
* Liet them be put to death! Let them be put to deathl’ De-
tween us and the yahwoon were two linguists kneeling, and, with
toars, begging for mercy to us. - The cries of the multitude pre-
vailed. The executioner, who stood on one side, -with a large
knife in his hand, waiting the decision, was ordered to proceet ;.
but just as he was lifting the knife to strike off the head of the
prigoner who was nearest to him, Mr Hough begged permission
to malke a proposal to the yahwoon ; who having beckoned to the
exccutioner to desist a little, demanded what he had to say.  The,
proposal was that one or two of the prisoners should be sent on
board the ships, in which case he would at least promise that the
firing on the town should cease diveotly. At this moment a
broadside from the Ziffey occasioned great alarm. The yahwoon
and other officers instantly dispersed, and sought refuge under |
the bank of a neighbouring tank. The firing inereased, and the
multitude began to flee with great precipitancy. Though our
ankles were already miserably galled with our chains, the cords
intolerably painful to our arms, and we were destitute of clothes
exeept pantaloons, yet, urged along with spears, we were obliged

' §fty armed Burmens rushed into it, like so' many madmen



