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A HISTORY
OF

CHRISTIANITY IN INDIA.

BOOK IX.

C H A P T E R  1.

ENGLISH MISSION IN BENGAL, ESTABLISHED IN 1758.

1. T h e  English factory at Calcutta was established first 
by Mr. Job Charnock in 1689, and the fortifications ^ s ’to 
of Old Fort William were raised in 1696; but when 17g«. 
the first temple was built for the worship of God settiiT 
cannot now be ascertained with precision. Mr.
Charnock did not follow the good example set him & ' 
at Fort St. George. He merited, no doubt, the 
encomiums he has received for his attention to the 
British interests in Bengal1; but little regard for 
the cause of religion could be expected from a man, 
of whom it is recorded, that as long as he survived 
the native mother of his children, on every anni
versary of her death he publicly testified his regard 
for her memory by sacrificing a cock to her manes

( ' )  Orme’s History of Ilindostan. Hook vi. T ribunus, the 
writer of S’ communication in the Asiatic Miscellany, supposed to 
be Colonel Ironside. Vol, i.
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c h a p , in her mausolem.1 He died in 1692, and at that
__1_ time there was not so much as a Chapel at Calcutta,

nor indeed in any other Indian Settlement of the 
English, except Madras, for the celebration of the 
religious ordinances of their native land. When 
they did assemble for Divine Worship it was in 
the room in which they took their meals.3 

Started 2. In January 1714 the Society for Promoting 
(lestftutioii Christian Knowledge invited the Chaplain of Fort 
in Bengal. William, the Rev. Samuel Briercliffe, to become a 

corresponding member of their body, and re
quested him to give them some information rela
ting to the state of Christianity in Bengal. In his 
answer, Mr. Briercliffe, besides other matters now 
of less moment, stated that the Christians in Ben
gal bore but a very small proportion to the Maho- 
medans and Gentoos. "In  this settlement,” he 
added, " we are not above one in two thousand: 
we have few Protestants in this place besides those 
of our own nation.” Then, after naming the Por
tuguese Stations, he mentions that they had “ not 
carried on their religion by means of Schools ; but 
chiefly by bringing up their slaves and servants, 
while young, in their own faith.” “ When I came 
here first,” he remarks, “ I proposed to have a 
School set up in this place, and that I should will
ingly spend an hour or two in a day .to overlook 
it, and assist in such an undertaking ; but my pro
ject dropped again.” Then, to give some idea 
of the expense of maintaining a religious teacher, 
he adds, "  A man cannot lodge and board here 
tolerably well under forty rupees per month, i.e. 
five pounds.”® He next, proceeds to explain the

( ')  Captain Alexander Hamilton. Travels in (he East Indies 
from HISS to 5723.

C ) Dean Prideaux’ Account o f the English Settlements in the 
East Indies. 1794.

C) The rupee then current in Bengal was the Areot rupee,
worth
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^mfflfemties they must expect, to encounter, espe
cially from the Mahomedans, who were at that 
time the rulers of Bengal. These difficulties are 
similar to what have been already explained in the 
Missions of South India.4

3. This Letter appears to contain the earliest f̂r̂ iô r t 
authentic record extant of the state of Christianity church nV 
in North India. It was probably the interest Ca,cutta- 
manifested by the Christian-Knowledge Society on 
the subject, together with the religious books which 
they sent to the Chaplain for distribution, that 
first awakened the attention of the British resi
dents in Calcutta to the duty of providing a suit
able place for the celebration of Public Worship.
Mr. BrierclifFe’s Letter is dated December 31st,
1715; and it has been concluded, with great ap
pearance of probability, that the old Church in 
Calcutta was founded shortly after. That Church 
is mentioned by Captain A. Hamilton, quoted above, 
who was in India at that time, in the following 
terms: — “ About fifty yards from Fort William 
stands the Church built by the pious charity of the 
merchants residing there, and the Christian bene
volence of seafaring men, whose affairs called them 
to trade there; but. Ministers of the Gospel being 
subject to mortality, very often young merchants 
are obliged -to officiate, and have a salary of fifty 
pounds per annum added to what the Company 
allow them, for their pains in reading Prayers and 
a Sermon on Sundays.”

Other writers describe the construction of this

worth, at that time, about 2,s. 6ri., though afterwards reduced in 
value. The Sicca rupee was not introduced till after the year 
1757.— Asiuticus, p. 7. The work here referred to was published 
in Calcutta in  1802. I t  contains a useful collection of Ecclesias
tical, Chronological, and Historical sketches respecting Bengal.

( ')  Propagation of the Gospel in the East. Part iii. pp. 185—
189. The remainder o f this Letter is now of no moment.

B 2
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temple as perfect, stating that its steeple « was 
1 very lofty and uncommonly magnificent, and con

stituted the chief public ornament of the settle
ment.” It was built, indeed, “ without any assist
ance from the Company,” “ in days when gold was 
plenty, labour cheap, and not one indigent Euro
pean in all Calcutta.” Some of the original con
tributors being of the society of Freemasons, it is 
said that, by their influence, the Church was dedi
cated to St. John; and it is likewise recorded, that 
the Governor on every Sunday walked in solemn 
procession to Church, attended by all the civil 
servants, and all the military off duty.

When information of this building was transmitted 
to the Society for Propagating the Gospel in Foreign 
Parts, they returned ? an answer expressive of their 
approbation, and of the great satisfaction they derived 
from so pious and so meritorious a work. The 
Society also sent a silver cup, with an appropriate 
inscription, in testimony and commemoration of it.” 1 

Formation 4, About the year 1732 a Charity Fund was esta- 
Fimd'arit’ Wished in connexion with the Church, principally 

by the liberality of an individual, Mr. Bourchier, a 
prosperous merchant, who resided in Bengal between 
1720 and 1733, and at one time was master attendant

O  Asiaticus. P a rt i. pp. 1— 4. 18. 26. T he Jtuthor has exa
mined the records of the P ropagation Society from the year 1715, 
with the hope of authenticating the statem ent given in  the text, 
and thereby ascertaining, w ith some precision, the date o f  this 
b u ild ing ; h u t lie has not been successful. In  the Report for 1715, 
p. 30, after m entioning the grants made to their own Mission settle
ments in  N o rth  America aud elsewhere, this b rief notice occurs, 
under the head o f ‘ Incidental Expenses-/ “ Not  to m ention a t 
present the furnishing of surplices and other church utensils to 
some congregations who could not well purchase thefn.” W hether 
the silver cup mentioned above is included herein, must remain a 
subject for conjecture. It is to be regretted tha t the cup itself has 
no) been preserved: it is said to have been melted down, with 
some old-fashioned plate belonging to the Company, about the 
close of the last century.— Asiaticus, p. IS.
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at Calcutta. This gentleman built the old Court- 
House at Calcutta, soon after the arrival of the 
charter for the Mayor’s Court, which was granted in 
August 1726. In 1734 Mr. Bourchier was appointed 
Governor of Bombay ; but before his departure from 
Calcutta he presented the Court-House to the Com
pany, on condition that Government should pay 
four thousand Arcot rupees per annum to support a 
Charity School, and for other benevolent purposes.
About the same time a subscription was raised 
towards the formation of the Charity Fund men
tioned above, and the proceeds were lodged in Go
vernment Securities. rl lie sacramental collections, 
and fees for the pails kept for use at funerals, were 
added to this fund. Among other benevolent ob
jects contemplated by the establishment, of this fund 
was the support of a Charity School for twenty 
children, who were maintained and educated at an 
annual expense of about two thousand four hundred 
rupees.2

5. At this time, in 1732, some Dutch, Germans, Appifc*̂  
and other foreigners, residing in Bengal, applied to Bengal tor 
the Missionaries at Tranquebar to send one or more “ag si°- 
of their number to establish a Mission in those parts, 
for the benefit, not only of the Natives; but also of 
themselves and their children, who were grow ing up 
without any Instruction. The Dutch had an occa
sional visit at their factory at Hooghly from a 
Chaplain or Missionary of their own nation; but no 
one had yet settled among them. The Dutch 
Director promised to any who should settle there 
all the liberty and encouragement in their territories 
that it lay in his power to grant. Though the Mis
sionaries were not then able to comply with their

Ip  ■ §l
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C )  Askficus,pp. 7. 18.19. These were probably the children
of soldiers, whether by European or Native mothers.
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chap, request, yet they continued to urge it with such 
*• importunity, that in 1734 the Brethren forwarded

their application to Europe, where it awakened a 
lively sympathy in the minds of all, both in England 
and Germany, who were interested in the progress 
of Christianity in India, The Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge entered warmly into the pro
posal, and engaged to contribute towards the support 
of any Missionary who should be appointed, and 
the contributions from other quarters flowed in with 
a liberality which encouraged hopes of soon accom
plishing their object; but no suitable person could 
yet be found among the theological students at Halle. 
Three new Missionaries were sent out shortly after 
to Tranquebar. with the expectation that one of the 
senior Brethren might, on their arrival, be sent to 
Calcutta ; but this plan was frustrated by the death 
of Messrs. Worms and Reichsteig in 1735, and the 
hopes of the Bengal friends were still deferred,1 
However, they did not despair; and though disap
pointed for the present, they continued to manifest 
a growing zeal in behalf of the Missions on the 
coast, for which they remitted, from time to time, 
contributions to the amount of about eleven hundred 
rupees.2

Church 6. In October 1737 a destructive hurricane, accom- 
stcepc pan led by a violent earthquake, swept over the
by an*'c' province of Bengal, and, besides throwing down two 
Turk ■ hundred houses in Calcutta, and doing other damage 

to a great extent, it is said that “ the high and mag
nificent steeple of the English Church sunk into 
the ground without breaking.” 3 Another account, 
by an eye-witness, states that the steeple fell pro-

*

( ')  Niecanap. pp. 411,412.
(*) Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge Reports, 1743, 

1751—1754.
C )  The Gentleman’s Magazine, 1738.
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strate4, which is the more probable, as the body of 
the Church, though injured, remained standing, 
which were hardly possible had the steeple “ sunk 
into the ground.”

7. From this period there are no ecclesiastical ^“ “e' 
notices of Bengal till the year 1756, when Calcutta bytbe 
was taken by Sujali Dowlah, whose troops demolished “ J®*' 
the old Church, with other buildings. It was on
this occasion that one hundred and forty-six English
men were confined in the Black Hole at Calcutta, 
of whom one hundred and twenty-three were found 
dead the next morning, June 30th. The Chaplain,
Rev. Jervas Bellamy, was among the sufferers.

8. By these disasters—the devastation of Calcutta
by the hurricane of 1737, and again by the unsparing Calcutu 
hand of theMahomedans on the present occasion—all recorils- 
the records of the place were destroyed; and we 
are left without any certain source of information 
respecting the state of Christianity in Bengal up to 
this period,

9. Twelve months after, in June 1757, the victory
of Plassey, gained by Colonel Clive, laid the founda- by the 
tions of N e w  C a l c u t t a  and N e w  F o r t  W il l ia m . Eli^ ish- 
Decisive, however, as this battle was, the troubles of 
the four succeeding years so engrossed the thoughts 
of the English, that they do not appear to have con
templated repairing the dismantled walls of their 
sacred edifice, nor proposed to erect another.

10. But the providence of God was opening the M̂Kier- 
way for the establishment of the Bengal Mission, so removes to 
long desired. The occupation of (. uddalore by the 4 it 1 
French in 1758, and the retirement ot the Missionary,
M. Kiernander, to Tranquebar, we have already 
recorded.5 After remaining there for three months, 
and seeing no immediate prospect qf the restoration

® (• )  Asiaticua, p. 6. Note.
(■■) B. 8. c, 2. Dee. iii. ss.3— <>.
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chap, of the English to Cuddalore, he began to turn his 
1 thoughts to Bengal, the only English settlement 

now open to him for Missionary labour. Accord
ingly, with the unanimous concurrence of his Bre
thren, he embarked for Calcutta September 11, 
1758, and arrived, after a dangerous passage, on the 
29th. He found the Governor, Colonel (afterwards 
Lord) Clive, together with the Members of Council, 
cordially disposed to take him under their protection, 
and to patronize his Mission.1 Of this friendly dis
position he received a pleasing token in November, 
when, at the baptism of bis son, Colonel and Mrs. 
Clive, Mr. William Watts, a Member of Council, 
and his lady, stood sponsors for the infant, which 
was named after its distinguished godfathers, Robert 
William. He was kindly welcomed by the Chap
lains also, the Rev. Henry Butler and the Rev. John 
Cape, who procured large subscriptions for carrying 
on his Mission, and assisted him in his peculiar 
offices as a minister of the Gospel J 

Auspicious l l .  Thus encouraged, on the 1st of December he 
m"nee- opened a Mission School at Calcutta, inviting all 
mcnt oT- classes to send their children to him for instruction; 
Z r  and so readily was his invitation responded to, that 

by the middle of January 1759 he had forty scho
lars of various castes—English, Armenians, Portu
guese, and Bengalees. Two of the Bengalees were 
Brahmins, and several of the boys were from fifteen 
to eighteen years of age. From this time the School 
filled apace ; and at the close of the year it con
tained one hundred and thirty-five scholars, making, 
with thirty-seven who lmd gone out to service, and 
two deceased, a total of one hundred and seventy- 
four. Besides English Reading, Writing/ and Ac
counts, they were all instructed and catechized in

( ' )  Meier’s Missions-Geschichte, p. 470.
C )  Asiatic its p. 25.
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* . 1 * * 1the Christian Religion, to which no objections what
ever were m ade: and such was the progress of some 
of the Heathen, and the interest which they seemed 
to take in their lessons, that Kiernander indulged 
the hope that when they came to maturity, and 
were at liberty to act for themselves, they would 
openly avow their belief in the truth now instilled 
into their minds. Several of the Bengalees were 
much interested in a religions treatise, entitled,
Instruction for the Indians, and soon began to ask 
very pertinent questions concerning the faith of 
Jesus Christ.3

12. The Missionary had brought two Native He tikes 
Christians from Cuddalore to assist him, one ot 
whom died this year. He had four other Assis- Charity 
tants for the different classes, and he found a good c 100 
English Master in the Clerk of the Fort Church; 
but he deemed it necessary for some months to spend 
the greater part of his own time in the School.
The Charity School mentioned above, which was 
re-established after the restoration of Calcutta, was 
committed to his care : at present it contained 
only sixteen children. Although not connected with 
the Mission, yet this and one or two other charitable 
institutions in Bengal became so intimately asso
ciated with Missionary proceedings, that they are 
unavoidably interwoven with our History; and it is 
interesting thus to trace to its humble origin that 
stream of Christian benevolence, which was destined, 
in a few years, through God’s assistance, to cover 
so vast an expanse of the moral desert ol Hindo- 
stan.

.13. It is worthy of remark, that the first two First two 
converts to the Protestant faith in Bengal were ol

(3) Society for P rom oting Christian Knowledge R eport, 1759.
T he little work m entioned here, Instruction fu r  the Indians, was 
written by the Bishop o f Sodor and Man 1'ot the Indian  Missions.
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chap, the classes supposed to be the most bigoted to their 
l _ own superstitions, a Romanist and a Brahmin. The 

former was an old Portuguese, who understood 
English ; and after frequent communications with 
the Missionary, he was convinced of the errors of 
Popery, which he abjured, and became a zealous 
Protestant. The Brahmin also, about the seme 
time, turned from the idolatries of India and the 
prejudices of his caste, to the truth of the Gospel, 
and learned to be, like the Saviour, meek and lowly 
in heart.

Com- 14. M. Kiernander found at Calcutta several Por-
Divimf tuguesewho had belonged to his Church at Cudda- 
Service in lore; and with these, his family, the two converts, 

and his Christian pupils, he commenced Public 
Worship on the 2d of June 1759, in Portuguese, the 
Governor and Chaplain allowing him the use of the 
Fort Church when not required for the English Ser
vice. During the first year he had fifteen baptisms; 
and there was reason to believe that the increase of 
his congregation would have been greater, if the 
Natives, and especially the Romanists, could have 
been assured of the permanency of the Mission. 
The parents of one of his Portuguese scholars ex
pressed their gratitude for the instruction which 
their son had received, and avowed their desire fo 
join his congregation ; but they were apprehensive, 
they said, that if he should die, and no one were 
appointed to succeed him, they would be placed in 
greater difficulty than before: they determined, 
therefore, to postpone the public declaration of 
their minds.

His 15. Besides these Missionary Services, M. Kier-
«mong°ns nander was active in distributing the religious pub- 
Euro- lications, in English and other European languages, 

sent for the purpose by the Christian-Knowledge 
Society. By desire of the Danes at Fredrioknadore 
and Serampore, about twelve miles from Calcutta.

c *
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lie occasionally preached and administered the Sa
craments at those Stations. The foreign soldiers 
also, in the Company’s service, claimed his atten
tion ; and he was sometimes called upon by the 
English Chaplains to preach and read Prayers in 
their Church. So incessantly was he occupied with 
these services and his attendance at the Schools, 
that he had no time to study the native languages: 
he therefore wrote home in urgent terms for a 
colleague to be sent to him, that one of them might 
apply himself to Bengalee, and the other to Hindo- 
stanee, in order to preach to the Natives ol both 
classes the glad tidings of redemption.

Such was the result of the first year of the Cal
cutta Mission; and Kiernander was animated with 
hope that it would prove the first-fruits of an abun
dant harvest soon to be gathered in from the plains 
of Bengal.

16. The Mission School grew in popularity, and
at the close of 1760 it contained two hundred and school, 
thirty-one scholars \  of whom nineteen were girls,
English and Portuguese. About one half of the 
children were wholly maintained; some paid for 
their education; and the residue were instructed 
gratuitously. But the establishment was no ex
pense to the Christian-Knoivledge Society, beyond 
the supplies of books and writing materials occa
sionally sent., the School being chiefly supported by 
charitable contributions in Bengal. Kiernander 
also appropriated a portion of his scanty stipend to 
fitting up a building, which lie was permitted to 
use both as a Church and Schoolroom. He him
self lived rent free in a small house adjoining.

17. But he was not left to proceed without inter- 
ruption. Several scholars of the Romish Church, sitioiu1 
from fifteen to twenty-five years of age, soon disco-

( ')  Society for Prom oting Christian Knowledge R eport, 1760.
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ciicp. vered how they had been neglected by their own 

1 priests, and declared their determination to join the 
Protestant communion. This movement, as might 
be expected, alarmed the priests, who endeavoured 
to counteract the growing influence of Kiernander. 
They laboured hard to obtain possession of his little 
Church and dwelling-house, but hitherto without 
effect. Notwithstanding this opposition, the School 
continued to increase, and the assistance of a pious 
Schoolmaster, named Dirk Steenhover, was soon 
obtained. This good man had filled a similar post 
at Madras, with credit to himself and benefit to his 
School.1

Senior 18. In January 1761 the Rev. H. Butler, senior
applies for Chaplain, wrote to the Christian-Knowledge Society, 
“”otller bearing testimony to the diligence of their Missio
nary.1 nary, and recommending them to send out a person 

of industrious habits and unblemished morals to 
assist him in the School: at the same time lie held 
out the prospect of a considerable increase to the 
salary of such a man at Calcutta. The Society not 
being able immediately to procure a suitable 
teacher in Europe, wrote to M. Kiernander, recom
mending him to apply to the Brethren on the coast 
to send him a Catechist who should be capable of 
assisting him, that he might be at liberty to attend 
to the native languages.2

Deathof 19. This year bis wife died, and also his two 
namitT'er' valuable friends, the Chaplains. The gentleman 
and three who succeeded, Rev. Samuel Staveley, was uo less 
c hai>la,ns- zealous to further the objects of his Mission : but 

neither was he spared to him long, being carried 
off in the autumn of the following year by an awful 
epidemic that raged in Bengal. Kiernander him-

( ’ ) Meier’s Missions-Gesehichte, p. 481. Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge Reports, 1760, 1761.

O  Meier’s Missions-Gesehichte, p. 496.
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sen suffered severely from this calamity ; but at 
length, after not less than six relapses, he was 
graciously restored to health. The mortality among 
the Natives w as so great, that parents were afraid 
to send their children to School, which was now 
reduced to forty scholars; but there was no dimi
nution of numbers on the books, and the rest re
turned when the cause for alarm was removed.3

20. In the year 1763 Calcutta was thrown into Native 
great consternation by the rising of the Natives, 'sup- 
first under command of the Nabob, Cossim Aly p«*»ed.
Kawn, and afterwards under Sujah Dowlah. They 
appeared in sufficient force to call the whole of the 
British army into the field; but on both occasions
they W'ere completely defeated, and their forces 
dispersed. In consequence of these successes, the 
English territories became more settled and secure 
than they were before. During the hostilities,
Kiernander was apprehensive for the safety of his 
Mission : but his fears were now7 removed ; and he 
soon found that the triumphs of the sword had 
opened for him a more extended field than he was 
able to cultivate without the assistance of a Euro
pean colleague. 4

21. This year the Chaplains altered the arrange- improve
ments in the Charity School, reducing the number
of children, yet putting them on a more efficient. Mission, 
footing, and appointing a Master of their own. M.
Kiernander, though still entrusted with the gene
ral superintendence of the Institution, was relieved 
by this alteration, and enabled to assemble the Mis
sion School more conveniently than before. In a 
short time, however, the scholars, as well as the con
gregation^ became too numerous for the premises he 
occupied; and on applying to the authorities for

( 3) Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge Report, 1761.
( ) Ibid. 1762— 1764.
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^ —•Scttap. a larger house, the Governor himself immediately 
1 ordered that a building of a convenient size should 

be appropriated for the present use of the Mission. 
With some alterations, these premises were ren
dered commodious enough to lodge all the charity 
children, and to provide a habitation for the Master.
A spacious hall was fitted up as a Chapel, and 
solemnly dedicated, by Kiernander, to the worship 
of God. He preached on the occasion from 1 Kings 
viii. 27. a But will God indeed dwell on the earth ? 
behold, the heaven, and heaven of heavens cannot 
contain thee, how much less this house that I have 
builded ?”

Notice ot 22. rl he Governor, Mr. Vansittart, besides lend- 
Vansittart. mg the premises, generously assisted to repair and 

enlarge them. This gentleman had formerly re
sided at Fort St. George, where he became ac
quainted with M. Swartz and other Missionaries on 
the coast, whom he had learned to esteem. Of 
Swartz especially he used to speak in • the highest 
terms, commending his piety, integrity, and disin
terestedness. He also bore testimony to the great 
reverence paid him by the Natives, and to the influ
ence which he had over them by his high character. 
Such was the patron whom Divine Providence had 
raised up to cherish this infant Mission in Bengal. 
He was able to appreciate the Missionary’s under
taking, and glad to contribute his best endeavours 
to advance it. But. the Mission was too soon de
prived of his fostering care. He left Calcutta in 
November 1764, and w'as subsequently lost, in the 
Aurora frigate, which perished at sea.1'

STST .23‘ During the absence of the German soldiers
Romanists with the army, M. Kiernander was more -at liberty
anti others. ' J

( ')  F or part o f  this inform ation the author is indebted to Mr.
V ansittart s noble son, L ord  'lexley. T he rest is taken from 
the Society for Prom oting Christian Knowledge Report, 1765.
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to attend to the Natives. His exertions among the 
Bengalees were straitened by his imperfect ac
quaintance with their language; but he was very 
assiduous with those who understood Portuguese,
Heathen as w'ell as Romanists. He now preached 
to them twice on the Lord’s Day, and these services 
were well attended. Among the converts in 17R4 
there w ere three Malays, a married couple and a 
seaman ; also three Portuguese, one of whom was a 
young man in the School, named Domingo Simon, 
aged eighteen, who became very useful in teaching 
the younger scholars. Several other Romanists, 
who attended his Church, avowed their conviction 
of the truth of what they heard, and their desire to 
join the Protestants; but they postponed it for the 
present.

24. The Portuguese were very numerous at Cal- Hostility 
cutta, and Kiernander was indefatigable in distri- iweste.Wh 
bitting among them the religious Tracts in their 
language which the Brethren had sent from Tran- 
quebar. This roused their priests again to oppose 
him. Of all the Romish Priests in India, those in 
Bengal seem to have been hitherto the most inatten
tive to their people’s instruction and morals2; but 
no sooner was the attempt made to enlighten them, 
than they took the alarm, and exerted every means 
in their power to prevent the escape of any from 
their domination. So great was their influence, 
that it was with the utmost difficulty that Kier
nander, or any Protestant, could hold communica
tion with their people; and the methods whereby 
they laboured to main-tain it will be best understood 
by the description of one or two cases. A woman 
who had joined the Protestant Church was taken 
dangerously ill, when she desired to see M. Kier-

C)  The low state o f the Roman Mission in Bengal has been 
mentioned in  a former part of this History. Book v. c. 3. s. 2.

__
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-yV- nander, and to receive the Lord’s Supper at his
___  hands; hut the priests contrived clandestinely to

prevent the meeting, and to deprive her of the con
solation of that ordinance at her last moments: and 
when she died, they had her buried in their own 
cemetery, pretending that she had returned to their 
communion. They were afterwards convicted of 
having surreptitiously drawn up her will in their 
own favour, which was so manifestly unjust towards 
her family, that it was set aside in the Mayor’s 
Court.

Whenever a European Protestant married a 
Romanist, and the children were baptized by the 
English Chaplain, it was the constant practice of 
these priests to take advantage of the father’s ab
sence from home, or of his death, to re-baptize the 
children, that they might claim them as members 
of their own Church ; and whenever the Protestant 
Clergy demurred about marrying a couple, in con
sequence of some legal impediments, the priests im
mediately stepped in and performed the ceremony, 
without asking any questions about the lawfulness of 
the union, By such methods did they labour to 
impede the progress of Christianity in the country, 
and thereby confirm the intolerant character of their 
Church.

conflud*™ 25' *n May 1765 Lord Clive arrived to take 
peac«u charge of the Government, with full powers, toge- 
Nfitivl'16 ^ ier will1 a Select Committee, to negociate peace 
rowers. with the Natives, which lie lost no time in settling 

upon a firm basis, and on terms highly advantageous 
to the East-India Company. He was also empow
ered to act in other matters as often as he and the 
Committee might deem it expedient, without con
sulting the Council, or being subject to its controul.1 
This propitious state of affairs encouraged M.

( ')  M ill’s British Tndia, 8vo ed. 1820. Vol. iii. pp. 322 et seq.
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Kiernander to reiterate his application to the Society 
for one or two fellow-labourers, in the confidence 
that the Lord would open a door for them in every 
part of the country, when they should have learned 
the native languages.

26. Soon after the conclusion of peace, the Ger- Present 
man soldiers returned to Calcutta, when Kiernander 
resumed his service in their language. His own sion. 
congregation was augmented this year with twelve 
converts from Romanism, eight adult Bengalees,
and fifteen children. Of liis native flock, nineteen 
were communicants ; and he bears testimony to the 
improvement in character of all under his charge, 
stating that they were more devout at Public Wor
ship, and more careful in conforming their lives to 
the precepts of the Gospel. In the following year 
thirty-nine were added to the Church; making a 
total, since the commencement, of one hundred and 
eighty-nine.2 About half these converts were from 
Romanism: of the other moiety, about two-tliirds 
were children of the Romish converts, and one- 
third Heathen, with one Jew.

27. The Jew, named Aaron Levi, was baptized in Conversion 
1766. He had lived formerly at Smyrna, with his ofaJew‘ 
father, an officer in the Dutch Custom House. After 
leaving his father, he went to England, where he 
learned the language of the country, and lived for
some years with one of his own nation. Subse

ts2) The numbers in each year were—
1759 ........... , .................................... 15
1760 ................................................  11
1761 ................................................  24
4762.................................................... 4
1763 .................................................  29
1764 ................................................   32
1765 .................................................  35

* 1766...................................................  39
— 189
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0UAP- nander, and to receive the Lord’s Supper at his
_L_ hands; but the priests contrived clandestinely to

prevent the meeting, and to deprive her of the con
solation of that ordinance at her last moments: and 
when she died, they had her buried in their own 
cemetery, pretending that she had returned to their 
communion. They were afterwards convicted of 
having surreptitiously drawn up her will in their 
own favour, which was so manifestly unjust towards 
her family, that it was set aside in the Mayor’s 
Court.

Whenever a European Protestant married a 
Romanist, and the children were baptized by the 
English Chaplain, it was the constant practice of 
these priests to take advantage of the father’s ab
sence from home, or of his death, to re-baptize the 
children, that they might claim them as members 
of their own Church ; and whenever the Protestant 
Clergy demurred about marrying a couple, in con
sequence of some legal impediments, the priests im
mediately stepped in and performed the ceremony, 
without asking any questions about the lawfulness of 
the union. By such methods did they labour to 
impede the progress of Christianity in the country, 
and thereby confirm the intolerant character of their 
Church.

Mndndes* Wb5 Eord. Clive arrived to take
peace" charge of the Government,, with full powers, toge- 
Native’6 ther with a Select Committee, to negociate peace 
Powers. with the Natives, which he lost no time in settling 

upon a firm basis, and on terms highly advantageous 
to the East-India Company. He was also empow
ered tc act in other matters as often as lie and the 
Committee might deem it expedient, without con
sulting the Council, or being subject to its controul.1 
This propitious state of affairs encouraged M.

( ‘) M ill’s British Tndia. 8vo ed. 1820. Vol. iii. pp. 322 et seq.
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Kiernander to reiterate his application to the Society 
for one or two fellow-labourers, in the confidence 
that the Lord would open a door for them in every 
part of the country, when they should have learned 
the native languages.

26. Soon after the conclusion of peace, the Ger- Present 
man soldiers returned to Calcutta, when Kiernander iue Mis- 
resumed his service in their language. His own »'“>“• 
congregation was augmented this year with twelve 
converts from Romanism, eight adult Bengalees,
and fifteen children. Of his native flock, nineteen 
were communicants; and he bears testimony to the 
improvement in character of all under his charge, 
stating that they were more devout at Public Wor
ship, and more careful in conforming their lives to 
the precepts of the Gospel. In the following year 
thirty-nine were added to the Church; making a 
total, since the commencement, of one hundred and 
eighty-nine.2 About half these converts were from 
Romanism: of the other moiety, about two-thirds 
were children of the Romish converts, and one-
third Heathen, with one Jew.

27. The Jew, named Aaron Levi, was baptized m Converse 
1766. He had lived formerly at Smyrna, with his 
father, an officer in the Dutch Custom House. After 
leaving his father, he went to England, where lie 
learned the-language of the country, and lived ful
some years with one of his own nation. Suhse-

C )  T he numbers in each year were—
1 7 5 9  ....................................................  15
1760 .................................................... u
..................................................... 24
1762 .........................................  4
1763 ..................................................... 29
1764 ..................................................... 32
..................................................... 35
....................................................  39

— 189
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quently lie sailed fur Bombay; and suffering much 
1 from sickness on the voyage, he was induced to 

~~ attend the Church prayers, which were read on 
board every Sunday; and he derived so much com
fort and instruction from them, that he became 
desirous to embrace Christianity. On his recovery, 
however, and return to the business of the world, he 
seems to have lost these favourable impressions; 
until, on his arrival at Calcutta, they were revived 
under a return of indisposition, and again he resolved 
to become a Christian. In his anxiety for instruction, 
he consulted a Jewish convert to Romanism, who 
advised him to apply to a Romish P riest; but liis 
abhorrence of image-worship was so strong that he 
at once rejected this advice, and applied to the Pro
testant Missionary. M. Kiernander found him very 
determined in his resolution to join the Church of 
C hrist; and as he understood Hebrew well, and had 
a tolerable knowledge of English, he gave him a 
Bible in each language, directing him specially to 
study the 22d Psalm and the 53d of Isaiah. Levi 
took the books home, and came hack to him next 
day, when he avowed his conviction that both David 
and Isaiah pointed to Jesus as the C hrist; that it was 
in vain to look for another; and that, therefore, 
he would believe in Him. After some further 
instruction in the Scriptures, on the 26th of Oc tober 
1766 Kiernander baptized him by the names of 
John Charles, which seemed to relieve his mind of 

* a heavy load. The appearance of dejection was
supplanted by cheerfulness and contentment. On 
Sundays he* was regular in his attendance at Church, 
and on other days he diligently followed his usual 
calling. M. Kiernander was greatly encouraged by 
the conversion of this son of Abraham at so early a 
period of his Mission, regarding it as an omen of its 
future prosperity.1 _______~ __

( ' )  Society for Prom oting Christian Knowledge Report, 1767
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28. At this period the Schools were in a satis- Public 
factory state. Besides educating five of the present 0 
Teachers, they had already produced several clerks Schools, 
and other servants for the public offices and courts ; 
and some of the scholars were in the employment of 
private gentlemen. This was a valuable return for 
the patronage which the Schools had received from 
the officers of Government. Though few of these 
youths had embraced Christianity, yet M. Kier- 
nander ventured to hope, that, as the principles ot 
true religion had been inculcated on their minds, 
their fidelity and good conduct would be such as 
to ensure the esteem of those who employed them, 
and that the general benefit thus accruing from the 
education given in the Schools, would recommend 
the Mission itself to the favour and protection of the 
Iiast-India Company.

In 1767, the house which the Government had lent second 
for the use of the Mission being required for the m7-mh. 
public service, M. Kiernander resolved to purchase Co~  
some ground, and build a Church at his own «jenc* # 
expense. He had been for some time in com- 
parative opulence, having, after the decease of Churcl‘- 
his wife in 1761, married a widow of some property,
Mrs. Anne Wolley. A considerable portion of his 
income he devoted to the cause of God; and in the 
month of Mav he began to lay the foundation of his 
new Church', and to prepare materials for the 
building. It was calculated that the whole expense 
would amount to twenty thousand Sicca rupees , 
which he hoped to supply without increasing the 
burden of the Christian-Knowledge Society.

About this period the Court of the Emperor,
S h a h  A l b u m ,  at Allahabad, requested from him 
some copies of the Psalter and New Testament, in 
Arabic. He gladly complied with the request; and

( !) 25001. sterling.
c 2
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c h a p , hearing that the books were well received by his 
Majesty’s Mullahs (Priests), he was encouraged to 
send them further supplies, until he had none left.1 

Conver- 2. Of thirty-six converts this year, twenty were 
bTJI f" Romanists; and in 1768 a priest of that communion 
Romish joined the Protestant Church. His name was Francis 
priest jjenf0 (| e Sylvestre, uf the Order of Augustin, and 

forty years of age. He had officiated formerly on 
the western coast, but had latterly been employed 
in Bengal, especially at Calcutta, where he learned 
the truth of the Gospel. His own account of the 
progress of his mind from darkness to light he thus 
described, in a Letter to the Christian-Knowledge 
Society. After stating that he was a native of Goa, 
born of European parents, and that he had served as 
« a Popish Missionary in Bengal upwards of fifteen 
years,” he declared that, “ having discovered the 
false zeal, hidden malice, and unwarranted doctrines 
of the Church of Rome, he thought that continuing 
in that communion would tend rather to the ruin 
than the salvation of his soul.” For this reason, he 
added, he had quitted the Romish Church and em
braced the Protestant faith, in which, by the grace 
of God, he was firmly purposed to live and die.J 

Bento’s 3. After much deliberation and fervent prayer, on 
ment°m the 7th of February he deliberately abjured the 
the Mis- errors and superstitions of Rome, and M. Kiernander 
s,Qn‘ publicly received him into the Protestant Church, 

The Society afterwards took him into their service, 
to be employed in the Bengal Mission ; and as he 
understood French, Portuguese, Bengalee, and Hin- 
dostanee, he became, through Divine assistance, 
very successful in publishing the Gospel of Christ in 
those parts. Besides preaching regularly in Por-

( ' )  Society for Promoting- Christian Knowledge Report, 1768. 
Aaiaticus, pp. 25 ,26 .

( a) Ibid. 1769.

( I f f  j l )  ( f i l
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tuguese to the congregation at Calcutta, he had a 
little flock at a village called Parull, distant about, a 
day’s journey, where the Natives, chiefly Romanists, 
assembled from the surrounding villages for in
struction, preparatory to their being received into 
the bosom of the Church of England. These people 
are described as very attentive ; and there were no 
less than five hundred Catechumens, hitherto Ro
manists by profession, who avowed their desire to 
follow Padre Bento’s example.

Besides these public ministrations, he employed 
himself in translating the Church Catechism and 
many parts of the Common Prayer into Bengalee, 
for his own use •, and he found them of essential 
service in conducting Divine Worship, and in teach
ing the candidates for admission into the Church.

i. M. Bento proved a valuable colleague to Kier- Bom™-  ̂
minder, whose hands were further strengthened at sitimi uu- 
this time by the temporary assistance of another availing, 
convert from the Romish priesthood, l)a Costa, 
mentioned above'’, who preached alternately with 
M. Bento in Portuguese. The effect of their 
united testimony against the errors of Rome and 
for the truth of the Gospel was such as to till the 
conclave of Goa with alarm; and in July ! i&d a 
priest arrived at Calcutta, who declared himself to 
be commissioned by them to excommunicate Paclre 
Bento, provided he refused to return to the Romish 
communion. This man wrote him a letter, con
taining the several charges alleged against him, and 
demanding an answer within twenty-four hours.
But he replied to them immediately, and desired 
that his answers might be publicly read in their 
Church. As, however, lie knew the Romish priest
hood too well to expect from them even this mea
sure of candour, he himself' distributed copies of

( ;l) Madras Mission. Decade v. sect. :2■
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Vc_! ■■̂Yyup. j,js letter in Calcutta, which served to increase the 
' stir among the Romanists in his favour. But he 

heard nothing more of the man from Goa, nor of 
the priests who had joined him ; for they found the 
people too well instructed in the doctrines of pure 
Christianity to submit any longer to their imperious 
dictation; and the u vain threats” of the stranger 
“ did not in the smallest degree affect the Protes
tant Mission in Calcutta.”1

cw's'iif"8 Among the Heathen converts in 1769 there 
waver- was a Bengalee of some promise, twenty-four years 
siwi. of age. lie was baptized by the name of Thomas; 

and such was his proficiency in religious knowledge 
and the Portuguese language that he was soon found 
competent for the duties of a Catechist, in which 
office he became very acceptable and useful to his 
countrymen. A Chinese, from Canton, was like
wise baptized this year, who settled afterwards at 
Calcutta, There were several other interesting 
cases, both among the Bengalees and Romanists, 
received about this time into the Church. One of 
the latter wras a native of Leghorn, named Antonio 
Scaffery, who had resided at Calcutta twenty-nine 
years, and was now fifty-nine years of age. For 
some time past his mind had been exercised with 
doubts concerning the religion of Rome; and at 
length he avowed, with gratitude to ’the Lord, his 
conviction of the Truth as revealed in the New 
Testament. Indeed, the movement, among the Ro
manists in Bengal continued to spread, under the 
ministry of Padre Bento, notwithstanding the per
severing endeavours of their priests to counteract 
his influence.

( ' )  Society for Prom oting Christian Knowledge R eport, 1771. 
A sin tie us, p. 26. I t  will serve to mark the progress of Christian 
benevolence in Bengal, to mention, in this place, that the P resi
dency G eneral Hospital In Calcutta " a s  commenced in the year 
1768.— Hist, of Calcutta Institutions, by C. .Lushiugton, Esq. p.291.
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G. This year Captain Griffin bequeathed the 
residue of his estate to the Mission; but his pro- in 1,-70. 
perty was found to be so scattered, and his accounts 
in so irregular a state, that it was very doubtful from its 
whether any thing would be left for the Mission cffccts' 
after all the legal demands on the estate should be 
discharged.3 This was a great disappointment to 
Kiernander; but we find him, in the following year, 
acknowledging with gratitude the Lord’s fatherly 
care over him and his Mission, in supplying all 
their wants amid the general famine that prevailed 
around him, and even giving him a sufficiency to 
relieve others who were perishing with hunger,
Thus did the gracious providence of God make 
this Mission another Goshen amid the calamity 
that was depopulating the country.3

(2) Society lor Promoting- Christian Knowledge Report, 1771.
The anonymous author of Asiaticus avers (p. 26), “ I  have seen 
the will and papers of Capt. G riffin, and can assert, that of the 
residuary legacy left to (he Mission not one cash ever was realized.”

( 3) Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge Report, 1772.
Tn this calamity above fourteen hundred thousand persons are said 
to have perished in Calcutta and its vicinity ; while at Muxadabad,
Patna, and other places, tile mortality was much greater. In  ex
pectation of this famine, in consequence of a  long drought, large 
quantities of rice and other provisions had been laid up in sto re; 
but several of these granaries were consumed by fire, w hich greatly 
aggravated the poor people’s distress. “ The whole valley of the 
Ganges,” was filled “ with misery and death. Tender and delicate 
women, whose veils had never been lifted before the public gaze, 
came forth from the inner chambers in which eastern jealousy had 
kept watch over their beauty, threw themselves on the earth before 
the passers-by, and, with loud wailings, implored a handful of rice - 
for their children. The Hooghly every day rolled down thousands 
of corpses close to the porticos and gardens of the English con
querors. 'Pile very streets of Calcutta were blocked up by the 
dying and the, dead. The lean and feeble survivors had not energy 
enough to bear the bodies o f their kindred to the funeral pile or 
to the holy river, or even to scare away the jackals and vultures 
who fed on human remains in the face of day. The extent of the 
mortality was never ascertained; but it was popularly reckoned by 
millions.” — Macaulay’s Critical and Historical Essays. Vol. iii. 
p. 194.
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chap. 7, T|je Mission Church, after much delay, in
----- consequence of the architect’s death, and from other

tinlTof0' ririnor causes, was finished in December 1770, and 
the new M. Kiernander consecrated it on the Fourth Sun-
Church. day in Advent, by the name of B e t h - T e p h il l a h .1

Though erected chiefly at his own expense, yet he 
set it apart for the use of the Mission, under the 
care of the Christian-Knowledgc Society. Thus, 
after a lapse of fourteen years from the time that 
the Mahomedans destroyed the old Church, Cal
cutta beheld a substantial Place of Worship com
pleted, at the responsibility, and almost at the ex
pense, of a stranger. But it proved a much heavier 
undertaking than he had expected, costing not less 
than sixty thousand rupees2, and thus exceeding the 
original estimate by five thousand pounds. To
wards this very serious amount he received in bene
factions no more than eighteen hundred and eighteen 
rupees, and was therefore responsible for the re
mainder. This excess of expenditure was occa
sioned chiefly by the alterations made in the plan 
and materials during the progress of the building, 
as M. Kiernander found it necessary, in consequence 
of the increase of bis flock, to make it more com
modious than he had originally contemplated, and 
was also desirous that it should be a permanent 
structure. Divine Service was henceforth per
formed in it on Sundays, both in English and Por
tuguese ; and also on Wednesdays and Fridays, 
when the young were publicly catechized. The 
English communicants were eighty-five, and the 
Portuguese and other Natives, sixtv-nine.3 

sinTof f. 8- Padre Bento proved, as had been anticipated,
.1. Hanson, an efficient colleague to M. Kiernander; and on

Romish ®
Priest. ' ' *

( ')  Hebrew— House o f  Prayer.
(*) 7500/. sterling-.
(*) Memorial Sketches of the Rev. ]_). Brown, Chaplain at Cal

cutta, p. 281. Asiaticus, p. 26.
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January 1st, 1772, another priest, named Francis 
Joseph Hanson, abjured the apostacy of Rome, and 
embraced the Protestant faith. He was born at 
Vienna in 1739 ; educated and ordained in the Ro
man Church; had officiated for some time in Eu
rope ; and was then sent to Bussorah, as a Missio
nary of the order of Carmelites, where he laboured 
four years. By reading the Scriptures lie had, 
through the Divine blessing, been brought to the 
knowledge of the Truth, and, in consequence, to a 
full conviction of the numerous and perilous errors 
of Rome. The same gracious influence which dis
closed to his mind the system of falsehood in which 
he had been trained, also inspired him with reso
lution to forsake if. Accordingly, on his removal 
to Calcutta he went to M. Kiernander, and opened 
to him all his mind. Disburdened of his labouring 
thoughts, he listened with avidity to all that the 
Missionary said; found his own previous views of 
the Gospel thoroughly confirmed; and, in about a 
month after his arrival, he publicly read his abjura
tion of the Church of Rome, and then delivered the 
document to M. Kiernander, who received him as 
a member of his flock. This was followed by 
prayer, singing the Hundredth Psalm, and an ap
propriate sermon by the Missionary.4 The Lord’s 
Supper was then administered to the convert and 
others. The Church was crowded on the solemn 
occasion ; the Governor, several Members of Coun
cil, the Rev. Dr. Burns, Chaplain, and many other 
English gentlemen being present.

M. Hanson was a man of considerable intelligence 
and good abilities, being acquainted with eight

(*) On Rev. xviii.4, 5. “ And I heard another voice from hea
ven, saying-, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers 
of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. F or her sins 
have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her ini
quities.”

3581
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c h a p , languages, and every way competent, for the service 
*' of God in the Mission, in which he desired to be 

engaged. As, however, Kiernander was expecting a 
colleague from Europe, he could not at present un
dertake to engage him ; but he obtained employ
ment for him in the public service, in which he 
gave great satisfaction.1

Conver- 9- On the 29th of November in the same year 
sionof another priest renounced the errors and abomina- 
!Mest.rM. tions of his Church; and on this occasion, also, M. 
h«tlainal* Kiernander delivered a suitable discourse. This 

convert’s name was Marceliino Joseph Ramalhete. 
He was awakened to the discovery of his ignorance 
in religion about four years before, at the abjuration 
of Padre Bento, with whom he had since carried on 
a secret correspondence. He had also diligently 
read the Bible and other religious works with 
which Kiernander had furnished him, until his 
search after truth had, under God, wrought in his 
mind a thorough conviction of the errors of Rome, 
and a firm resolve to forsake her communion. 
There were one or two more Padres at Calcutta 
who seemed almost ready to yield to the force of 
tru th ; and this movement of the priests kept alive 
and extended the stir already created among then- 
people, who became more and more desirous to 
read the Bible and other Protestant books which 
were distributed among them. M. Ramalhete was 
anxious to be sent up the country, in order to 
preach the Truth as it is in Jesus to those who 
were still in the bondage from which he was now 
set free; but the low state of the Society’s funds, 
and their present engagement to send out two new 
Missionaries, precluded them at this time from 

. taking him upon their establishment.2 He gave

( ')  Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge Report, 1773.
C) Ibid. 1774.

|
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f, however, to the service of the Lord in the 
Portuguese congregation at Calcutta, content with 
the scanty subsistence which Kiernander and Bento 
were able to afford him out of their own salaries.
He was of special service during the illness of 
Padre Bento; and his disinterested conduct was a 
satisfactory evidence that he had embraced the Pro
testant faith from no mercenary motive, “ Though 
very poor,” Kiernander remarked, in bis Report to 
the Society, “ and burdened with many wants, his 
contented mind, by the gi*ace of God, greatly alle
viates his distress,”

10. Among the adult converts this year there Satisfac- 
were several cases worthy of notice. One was a versions.' 
Heathen woman, horn at Macassar, but now residing 
at Cbinsurah. She came to Calcutta with an earnest 
desire after the knowledge of God and the Redeemer; 
and the Missionary describes her as receiving in
struction with an open heart, and testifying her 
gratitude for the Divine goodness towards her.
After her baptism she married a Dutch gentleman 
at Cbinsurah, and her Christian deportment gave 
great satisfaction to all who knew her. A female 
convert from Romanism may also be mentioned, as 
tending to show the collateral benefit resulting 
from the sound instruction given to the school 
children. She was a Portuguese, from Chanderna- 
gore, and had resided a considerable time at Cal
cutta, where her son attended the Mission School.
When he returned home in the evening, he took 
pleasure in reading the New Testament to his mo
ther, and she was no less pleased to hear liim, until, 
through the Divine Blessing on the instruction thus 
imparted*, she resolved to renounce the errors of 
Popery and join the Protestant Church. A Portu
guese man likewise, at Calcutta, who had long 
wished to separate from the Roman Church, but 
bad been prevailed on by bis wife to postpone it,

IN INDIA : BOOK IX. V a k ;|



chap. a0w, upon her decease, fulfilled his desire, bringing
___ with him a son and two daughters, who willingly

followed their father’s example.1 
nander’f1'” 11. In June 1773 M. Kiernander was afflicted with 
death—her the loss of his second wife, after an illness of six 
tothf* months’ continuance. Before her sickness she had 
Mission, resolved to dispose of some of her jewels for the 

benefit of the Mission, and was waiting an oppor
tunity to sell them to the best advantage. A few 
days after her decease her sorrowing husband found 
consolation in executing her will, and with the pro
ceeds of her bequest he built a spacious School-room.
It was erected on his own ground, to the east of the 
Church, and consisted of three large rooms, calcu
lated to contain two hundred and fifty children. 
The building was completed on the 14th of March 

_ 1774.2
reawms for !-■ As the Portuguese were become very desirous 
not follow- to read the Scriptures in their own tongue, Kier- 
oonVic-*1 nander obtained for them, from Tranquebar and 
tions. Madras, a good supply of Bibles and religious Tracts, 

which they read privately in their houses, without 
regard to the denunciations of their priests. Many 
of them told him that they could see plainly enough 
numerous absurdities and abuses in their own reli
gion ; but they observed, that as he had now7 been 
at Calcutta more than fifteen years without any one 
coming to assist and succeed him, they must still 
hesitate to renounce their Church, lest they should 
be left altogether destitute of a guide. M. Kier
nander himself no less felt the importance of a 
colleague. Though in good health, yet his eyes 
were growing so dim that he was apprehensive of 
soon losing his sight. This circumstance* together 
with the not unreasonable objection of these Portu-

( ' )  Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge Report, 177*1.
(*) Ibid. Asiaticus, pp. 26,27.
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guese inquirers, naturally increased his anxiety to 
have an assistant from Europe without delay.

13. The Society were by no means inattentive to Anew 
the wants of this important Mission; but they were 
unsuccessful in several applications to the Divinity rives at 
Professor at Halle for two Missionaries. In 1773 Calo“tta- 
one young man offered himself to the work, named 
John Christman Diemer, who sailed from England'
in December 1773, in company with M. Kiernander’s 
two children, who had been sent home for education.
The East-India Company granted them all a free 
passage on one of their ships.3 After a tedious 
voyage, they reached Calcutta February 19th, 1775.
For a few months the Missionaries lived together, 
until M. Diemer’s marriage with a young lady at 
Calcutta, when he removed to a house belonging to 
his father-in-law. His progress in the study of 
English was such, that he soon assisted in the public 
service; and by the month of September he was 
able to preach in that language. He officiated at 
Chinsurah also, in German, where his ministrations 
were most acceptable.

14. M. Kiemandef, on the death of his principal Difficulty 
Schoolmaster, found great difficulty in supplying his ingsuiu’ 
place, owing to the demand for assistants for the able 
Government service. Men of ordinary abilities Teachers- 
could obtain much higher wages in any public
office than the Mission could afford to give. At 
length a respectable man was induced to undertake 
the office for one hundred rupees4 a month,just 
double the stipend of Padre Bento; and the four 
Assistants were paid in equal proportion. Kier- 
nander describes them all as well qualified for tlieir 
duties, alid discharging them to his satisfaction ; and 
though tlieir pay was great, it did not exceed the

(■’) Society for Promoting Christina Knowledge Report 1771 
( ')  About 12/. sterling, B 1

1



chap, half of what they might have obtained in secular
*• employment.

Deaecra- 15. About this time he was greatly distressed at 
tion of the the general profanation of the Lord’s Day by Euro* 
^  peans in Calcutta; and his remarks upon it, may be 
irTfnm useful to others under similar circumstances. He 
honouring wrote to the Society, <f Supposing that the law lays
' no restraint upon the Heathen in this particular,

though the stranger within thy gates is included 
within the commandment, yet 1 cannot see why the 
Europeans, in their settlements, should, in this 
respect, conform to Paganism. When the Heathen 
have their festivals they cease from labour, and 
observe them strictly, and then the Europeans stop 
their works; but on Sundays the Natives are allowed 
to go on with their labours, which are not suspended 
even during the time of public worship. When I built 
the Church, the School, &c., 1 never suffered any 
work to be done on that day; and yet, as I hired 
the labourers by the month, I always paid them for 
seven days, though they worked only six; and I 
observed they did more in the six days by having 
the seventh to rest. When their festivals did not 
fall on a Sunday, they would not mind the lesser 
ones at all, but continue their w ork as usual; and 
on the greater ones, which last sometimes three or 
four days, would only absent themselves the last, 
afternoon to go to their feast. Hence I judge it not 
impracticable to bring the stranger within our gates 
to a nearer conformity to the commandment; at 
least, there can be no reason why Christians should 
break the Divine injunction in compliment, to 
Heathenism. This makes them, with their Lord’s 
Day, appear very contemptible in the eyes of the 
pagans; whereas, could they once see the Christian 
religion practised, and good examples set them, in 
this and other respects, by the Europeans, it would 
soon weaken the strongest objection they have

S l j  <§L
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against Christianity, and, in time, make way for, them 
to come in by flocks.” 1 Seeing that this wise, con
siderate, and Christian conduct, commanded such 
respect for a private individual, and so much 
consideration, for his interest on the part of the 
Heathen in his employment, had his example been 
followed by other Christians, instead of the com
promising and. irreligious, the timid and selfish 
course which they too generally adopted, they 
would have gained an hundredfold more in the 
good opinion of the Natives ; and it is impossible to 
calculate the extent to which, with the Divine 
blessing, they might thereby have commended the 
Christian religion to the benighted pagans around 
them. Ignorant and selfish as the Hindoos are, we 
here see that they can understand and appreciate 
Christian character; and fearful is the responsibility 
of those persons whose conduct can tend only to 
prejudice their minds against the Gospel of Christ.

16. We may specially notice one of the adult Conver- 
converts from paganism this year, named Gunnesawn perlim 
Doss. He was born at Delhi, had joined the scWar- 
English army at the age of fifteen, and served several 
officers as Persian interpreter. In 1770 he accom
panied one of them to England, where he met with 
much kind attention, and instructed several persons 
in the Persian language. Returning to Calcutta in 
1774, the year when Judges were first sent to India, 
and the Supreme Court of Judicature was established 
at Calcutta2, he was appointed Persian interpreter 
and translator to the Court. Not long after, he 
began occasionally to attend the Mission Church, 
where he listened attentively to the preachers, until,

0 )  Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge Report, 1776.
A bstract of Reports, pp. 173— 175.

( !) Mill’s British India. Vol iv. pp. 267. et. seq.
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ciiap. in May 1775, he avowed to one of them his intention 
*' to become a Christian, and expressed a desire to be 

baptized. They found him well acquainted with 
the Catechism, the Book of Common Prayer, the 
Bible, and several other religious boyks, which he 
had read in England; and his knowledge of Chris
tianity thence obtained led to his conviction of its 
truth, and his abhorrence of his former religion and 
mode of life. Being persuaded that he was sincere 
in his determination to renounce the idolatries of his 
country, and trust in Christ alone for salvation, the 
Missionary baptized him by the name of Robert. 
Ilis sponsors were the Honourable Mr. Justice Cham
bers and his lady, and a Mr. Naylor.1 It is interesting 
thus to see persons of the first rank in India taking 
so lively an interest in the conversion of the Natives. 
They could not use their influence more to their 
own honour, or in a way better calculated to promote 
the glory of God.

sion'uf'd Among tbe converts from Romanism also
Romanist there was one worthy of notice. This was a young 
household. man.w^° bad been educated some time before in the 

Mission School. His object in attending the School 
was merely to learn to read and write English ; but 
he confessed that what he had heard when the other 
children were catechized made an impression on 
his mind which he could not obliterate, and 
prompted him to inquire into the reasons of the 
difference between the Protestant and Romish per
suasions. At length, by reading the Bible in Por
tuguese, he had become fully satisfied that truth 
was on the side of the Protestants, and resolved to 
embrace their religion. He disposed of his house 
at Bandel, at that time the only Portuguese settle-

( ')  Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge Report, 1777. 
Abstract of Reports, pp. 179,180.
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ment in Bengal, For the purpose of settling at 
Calcutta, and his wife and two children, with his 
seven slaves, joined the Church with him.

18, Among the deaths in the Mission this year Two other 
■was that of an old Portuguese, who was converted 
many years ago under the ministry of M. Sehultze 
at Madras. Circumstances obliged him to go to 
Calcutta, where, finding no Protestant ministry on 
which he coidd attend, he relapsed to the Romish 
Church. As soon, however, as M. Kiernander 
arrived, he gladly embraced the opportunity of 
retracing his steps to the true fold, and evinced 
heartfelt sorrow for his former backsliding. Since 
that time lie had been diligent in attending public 
worship, reading the Scriptures, and receiving the 
Lord’s Supper. While thus careful for his own 
soul, lie lost no opportunity to admonish others 
also; and he had a particular method of convincing 
Romanists of their errors, which God had blessed to 
the conversion of several. He died about this time 
at the age of ninety-two.2

One of the converts from Romanism in 1776, 
a man of good repute among his neighbours, had 
requested M. Diemer to set him right in the follow
ing articles of his creed : the worshipping of images, 
saints, and the Virgin Mary; purgatory, the mass, 
and transubstantiation. Satisfied with tile Mis
sionary’s refutation of those errors, he found rest for 
his mind, and became a constant attendant on the 
services of the Church. He then strenuously exerted 
himself, by exhortation and instruction, to prevail on 
his wife and others to turn from Popery to the 
Protestant faith-; but it is not stated with what 
effect.

( 2) Society for Promoting- Christian Knowledge Report, 1777.
Abstract of Reports, pp. 179, 180.
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c h a p . 19. The Mission was augmented during this De- 
L cade with four hundred and ninety-live souls.1 The 

1 Mission communicants of the English and Portuguese eon- 
cemeteiy. gregations attending the Mission Church were,
houses  together, one hundred and ninety-two. The School
endow- contained at present no more than eighty-eight

children, several having recently left for service 
whose places were not yet filled up.

Some years before M. Kiernander had purchased a 
piece of ground for a cemetery, which he now 
enclosed with a brick wall. Last year he had built 
seventeen alms-houses for poor widows, who were 
dependent on the funds at his disposal. Several 
small legacies had from time to time been be
queathed to the Mission, amounting together to 
fifteen hundred rupees, which he placed in the 
public funds, trusting that it would form the nucleus 
of a permanent endowment.

Sickness of 20. At this time the want of efficient Missionaries
DMiea**10* was severely felt. M. Diemer was suffering from a 

pulmonary affection, which compelled him to relin
quish all duty, arid retire to Cliinsurah. In the 
following year he rallied sufficiently to return to 
Calcutta and resume part of his work for a short 
time ; but in a very feeble manner. M. Kiernander 
also, who took his place in the pulpit, was soon 
obliged to desist, in consequence of his dimness of

( ’) The numbers were—
1767 ................................................  36
1768  ................................................  42
1769  ................................................  49
1770  ................................................  48
1771  ................................................  33
1772  ................................................  41
1773  ................................................  53
1774 ...................................................  47
1775  ................................................  67
1776  ................................................  77

------ 495

$



sight and other infirmities of age. The only person left 
to conduct the service was his son, who had already 
read the Lessons and Prayers for M. Diemer, and 
now preached for his father. Though not in orders, 
yet it was deemed advisable, by Mr. Justice Cham
bers and other friends at Calcutta, that he should 
officiate for the present, rather than suspend the 
service altogether till the arrival of another Mis
sionary.2

1. This state of his own and his colleague’s third 
health, and also the increasing delicacy of Padre 
Bento, induced Kiernander to apply to the Brethren 1786- 
at Tranquebar for help. They sent him M. Koenig, Two mu- 
vvho remained at Calcutta a few months, officiating sionwies 
in the Portuguese language. In 1778 he returned Tranque- 
to Tranquebar, when his place at Calcutta was sup- bar' 
plied by M. Gerlach, the junior Missionary. Kier- 
nander’s son continued to officiate in the Church,
and Padre Ramalhete was actively employed as a 
Catechist.

2. Notwithstanding this paucity of labourers, the improve- 
Portuguese and Bengalee congregations continued ^Chris
to improve both in numbers and character. The tians. 
communicants were increased to two hundred, and
the piety of several of them was such as to attract 
observation.3* This Report was confirmed by Mr.
William Chambers, in a Letter to M. Swartz, as we 
gather from the answer of the latter. “ It is cheer
ing,” he w rites, “ to reflect on the externally devout 
behaviour of the congregation. Oh may the Spirit 
of Jesus come on them like a rain, that the Bengal 
desert may become a fertile soil, and fruitful field 
of the Lord ! ” “ It is a most pleasing reflection to
me, which has been much strengthened by the 
reading of your favour, that, God is able to raise

D 2
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c h a p . Himself servants to do His will, and to promote the 
glory of His Name, though those who are most 
obliged to do it should turn faithless to their 
charge.” Allusion is here made to the misconduct 
of some person whom Mr. Chambers had been the 
means of awakening to a sense of his duty.1

The sickness of all the Missionaries interrupted 
their correspondence with the Society till April 
1181, when a short Letter from M. Kiernander 
mentions an accession of ninety-live to the Church 
since their last Report.2 The next Letter added 
thirty to this number in the same year. The Mis
sionaries were then all restored to health; and M. 
Kiernander himself, who at one time was almost 
blind, had been couched; and by this operation he 
so far recovered his sight as to be able, in some 
measure, to resume his duties. He mentions, as an 
unusual instance of piety among the British in Ben
gal, the devout attendance of Sir Eyre Coote’s lady 
at the Mission Church, stating that her example 
exercised a happy influence on others. The Mis
sionaries were thankful for this distinguished coun
tenance of their exertions, and encouraged by its 
effects.3 In 1782 the printing of the Book of Com
mon Prayer in Portuguese was finished. 

a convert 3. Among the adults baptized in 1783 there was 
Cm'hin a young man from Cochin China, who, upon war 
China. breaking out in his own country, had fled with his 

family into the woods for protection, and, losing his 
way, wandered near the coast, where an English 
ship lay at anchor, the captain of which received 
him on board, and brought him to Calcutta. Some 
time after, the captain recommended him to the 
service of an English gentleman, who sent him to

( ‘ ) Memoirs of Swartz. Vol. i. pp. 336, 337.
(3) Society for Promoting’ Christian Knowledge Report, 1782.
( ’) Ibid. 1783. Asiuticus, p. 27.
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the Calcutta Mission School, paying for his educa
tion. Here he remained four years, when, having 
made good progress in writing and accounts, he 
was employed in a Government office. But he had 
learned something better than this. The Bible was 
his favourite reading; and after he lelt School he 
continued to improve the religious knowledge which 
he had acquired, and never omitted attending Divine 
Service on the Lord’s Day. When sufficiently in
structed, and, as far as man could judge, under the 
influence of Divine truth and grace, he was received 
into the Church by baptism.

4. At the conclusion of the last Decade4 mention Contribu- 
was made of a small sura which M. Kiernander the Mis
placed in Government Securities, towards the for- ^ r?tntl 
mation of an endowment for the Mission. In 1783 Fund/ 
he added to it another thousand rupees; his son 
gave three thousand ; and the Rev. Westrowe Hulse,
Chaplain to Sir Eyre Coote, contributed live hun
dred more. An account was given above5 of the 
establishment of a fund for the support of a School 
and other charitable purposes. This fund was 
subsequently augmented, by the restitution money 
which the Mahomedans were required to pay for 
pulling down the English Church at the capture of 
Calcutta in 1756; by a large donation11 from the 
estate of a wealthy native, named Omiclrand, who 
died in Calcutta in 1763 ; and by a bequest of about 
seven thousand rupees, in 1773, from M. Lawrence 
Constantius, an opulent Portuguese merchant. Go
vernment also, upon the enlargement of the Court 
House by the inhabitants of Calcutta, engaged to 
double their original contribution, making it eight 
hundred rupees a month; and when the t  ourt

(<) Section 19. (*) Decade i. sect. 4.
( ' )  I t  is not certain whether the amount was twenty, twenty- 

five, or thirty thousand rupees.— Aeiaticus, pp. 7. 18, 19.



( j l m >. House was pulled down, they agreed with the 
_ _  churchwardens to pay that sum in perpetuity.1 

o,n,i'-‘n .5' ^ le Charity School for twenty boys, main-
Asyium. taiaed out of this fund, was followed, in the year

1783, by a more extended establishment, called the 
Bengal Military Orphan Society. This valuable 
Institution owed its origin to the benevolent propo
sal of Major-General Kirkpatrick; and its object 
was, to provide permanent funds for the mainte
nance of the children of officers dying in indigent 
circumstances. To these were afterwards added 
the children of soldiers, whether born of European 
or native mothers. The officers of the army gene
rally allowed a portion of their pay to be stopped 
for the support of this establishment.* In 1786 it 
was placed under the superintendence of one of the 
Chaplains, Rev. David Brown, who had arrived 
that year from England.3 The founding of this 
asylum lor the friendless orphan we may regard as 
another indication of the growing improvement of 
the European society in Bengal.

thf mu G' ®ut ^le Calcutta Mission was in a state to
sion. cause great anxiety to its friends. In 1783 M. Die

te r 's  declining health compelled him to return to 
Europe. In 1786 Padre Bento, whose health had 
been declining for some time past, was released 
from his sufferings; and M. Kiernander, who had 
recently been enjoying some respite from labour, 
was now, at the age of seventy-four, and after a 
period exceeding forty-five years of Missionary ser
vice, obliged again to resume the active duties of 
his office. The Native Schools contained about 
one hundred and fifty children. The communi-

( 1) Asiatieus, p. 19. 1 list, of Calcutta institutions, by C. Lush-
ington, Esq. pp. 322, 323.

(*) Lushingfton’s History of Calcutta Institutions, pp. 229, ft  seq. 
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge Report. 1785, p. 94.

( ‘) Memorial Sketches of Rev. D. Rrowu, p. 8.
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cants amounted to two hundred and eighty; five 
hundred and eighteen souls1 were added to the 
Church during this Decade; and there was every 
appearance of an increasing interest among the 
Heathen and Mahomcdans in favour of Christianity8; 
but without efficient labourers, little improvement 
could be made of these encouraging indications.

1. For some time after M. Kiernander’s marriage 
with Mrs. Wolley, the rich widow mentioned above, 
he was considered one of the wealthiest men in 
Calcutta; and we have seen the beneficial use he m,Kier- 
made of a considerable portion of his money. Be- nsmluy.
'■ides erecting the Church, Schoolroom, and Mission 
House, almost at his own expense, he was the chief
stay of the Mission when struggling with pecuniary 
difficulties. I fis charities to the poor also, who 
thronged the Mission Premises for relief, were 
profuse; and he is supposed to have expended 
upon Missionary objects upwards of one hundred 
thousand rupees6 of his private funds.

2. Thus far, then, his possession of wealth had n>peeu- 
proved a public benefit; but we must give the E ® '"  
shade as well as the light of the picture. During ment*- 
the past, year lie saw the cloud of adversity gathering

(’) In  1777.....................................................  74
1778...................................................... 7.5
1779i  . . . .  95
1780 f ...............................................
1781 ..................................................  30
1782 ................................  39
1783 ............................................... 53
1786................................................ si
1786..........................................   71

------518
(5) Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge Reports, 1787,

1788. Asiaticns, p. 27.
( • )  About 12,000/. sterling. Swartz’s Memoirs. Vol. ii. pp.

261, &c.
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CHAP- around him ; and at last, in 1787, it burst upon 
___ his hoary head. It was not the large sums he be

stowed on charitable objects that impaired his for
tune, but his profuse expenditure of the remainder. 
His second marriage hacl connected him with some 
of the most opulent families in Bengal, and his 
riches introduced him to others in similar circum
stances. In the friendly intercourse which he 
thought it proper to maintain with these parties 
he was induced to adopt their mode of living, 
hoping thereby to gain an influence over them 
which might enable him gradually to lead them 
into the paths of religion. But, alas! instead of 
succeeding with them, he himself became the victim 
of his worldly conformity. His wealth soon began 
to waste away, and in the hope of repairing his 
ruined fortune he entered into several secular spe
culations ; but his schemes all failed: his Missio
nary character was gone; and he found himself 
involved in pecuniary difficulties from which he 
had no means of extricating himself. Under cir
cumstances so distressing, he naturally wished to 
retire from the scene of his humiliation; and, in 
several of his recent letters to the Christian-Know- 
ledge Society, he expressed a wish to be allowed to 
return to Europe, on the plea of the infirmities of 
age, and earnestly solicited them to send out ano
ther Missionary, “ lest his congregation should be 
forsaken, and his Church shut up.” When, however, 
he thought of his little flock, again and again his 
heart misgave him. As he was now their only re
maining pastor1, and must have left them as sheep 
without a shepherd, he could not bear the thought 
of tearing himself away. •

fromCiT* 3' ^ ut nece§sity soon drove him from the post
cutta. ------------------------------------------------------------------------------ ---------------

( ')  It does not appear what became of M. Gerlach or Kiem an- 
der’s son.
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(which lie was so unwilling of his own accord to 
relinquish. His effects were seized; and the cre
ditors claiming the Church as his personal property, 
the Sheriff of Calcutta affixed his seal to the door.
No doubt it was “ with a trembling hand” that he 
“ closed the gates of B e t h - T e p h i l l a h  but. the 
magistrate must obe\ the law of which he is only 
the executor.3 But with what feelings must the 
venerable Kiernander have seen the gates of the 
sanctuary thus barred against him through his own 
imprudence. Though in the seventy-sixth year of 
his age, and the forty-seventh of his Mission, lie was 
more oppressed with grief than with natural infir
mity as he withdrew from the scene of his useful 
labours, and fled for refuge to Chinsurah, where he 
spent the remainder of his days, in poverty, indeed, 
but not in disgrace; for he lived, as we shall see, 
to retrieve his character; and the memory of liis 
misfortunes stands as a beacon to Christians in every 
situation, and especially to future Missionaries, to 
shun the entanglements of wealth and the allure
ments of the world. Our hearts deceive us if we 
flatter ourselves that we may be trusted with great 
wealth, or that we are sufficiently fortified with re
ligious principle to venture uncalled into the so
ciety of irreligious men. If God leave us, we are 
sure to fall, like Kiernander ; and the more eminent 
our past services and reputation, the deeper will be 
our shame.3

4. But the Lord did not forsake the Mission in 
this calamity. He raised up one servant to recover meat tor 
the Church, and another to supply its ministrations. ^ rMU- 
The late Charles Grant, Esq., stepped forward, andf

C )  Asiatieus, p. 27. Memoirs of Rev. D. Brown, p. 284.
( 3) Asiatieus, pp. 27— 29. Swartz’s Memoirs. Vol. i. pp. 335,

&c. Rev. D. Brown’s Memoirs, pp. 284, &c. Dr. Brown’s History 
o f Christianity am ong the H eathen. V ol.i. pp .213 , &c.
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’ " " chap, paid down ten thousand rupees, the sum at which 
_  the building was appraised; and the Rev. David 

Brown, the Chaplain mentioned above, undertook 
to perform gratuitously the English Services, so far 
as they might be compatible with his official duty. 
These two gentlemen, together with William Cham
bers, Esq., then formed themselves into a Com
mittee of Management for the Mission, when the 
whole of the property was made over to them in 
trust for the Christian-Know ledge Society. They 
lost no time in acquainting the Society with these 
arrangements, tendering their services in any way 
that they could be made available ; but at the same 
time they represented, in urgent terms, the neces
sity of a Missionary being sent out without delay to 
take charge of the Mission. This application was 
seconded by an appeal from another Chaplain, Rev. 
John Owen, who took a lively interest in the pro
gress of Christianity in Bengal.

Rev.a . t .  ̂ o. In acknowledging these communications, the 
sails for Society expressed its entire approval of all that the 
Calcutta. Committee had done, and announced the appoint

ment of Rev. Abraham Thomas Clarke as their 
Missionary to Calcutta. This was the first English 
Clergyman that went, out as a Missionary to India. 
After taking leave of the Committee of the Society, 
in whose presence he received a solemn charge, to 
which lie returned an appropriate reply1, he sailed 
for India in the month of April 1789 on one of the 
Company’s ships.

Brown’s In tl]e meantime Mr. Brown was diligently
attention preparing the ground for the expected Missionary. 
Mission. I hough Chaplain to the Government and the Or

phan Asylum, his heart yearned over the prostrate 
myriads in darkness around him. He possessed, in 
the most large and elevated sense, the spirit, of a

__
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( ) Society for Promoting' Christian Knowledge Report, 1783.
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Missionary, whose office he had chosen, while young 
in years, as both the reasonable service and the 
gratification of his whole life. While his heart’s cares 
and pains were for the Ministry, and for the real 
conversion of souls to God among his countrymen 
in India, his mind was perpetually busied about 
the Heathen, whom he longed to see members of 
that Lord whose cross was his own hope. With 
these feelings, ever since his arrival in the country 
he had diligently inquired into the state of all the 
Society’s Missions, maintaining a correspondence 
with the Missionaries on the coast.2

7. Though deeply affected by the ignorance and Esu-  ̂  ̂
superstition of the people, the arduous work of school for 
their instruction animated rather than discouraged Nativê  
him. He began by establishing a School for Hin- M 1"1" 
doo children, about four years of age, who were 
forsaken by their relations in times of dearth. Some 
of them were orphans. To these he became a 
father, regarding them as his owTn family ; and he 
had promises of support from a few pious persons, 
which encouraged him to persevere. He purchased 
some land for llis scholars to cultivate, intending to 
support them partly by their own industry when 
old enough to work. While thankful to God for 
the fair prospect with which he was permitted to 
sow the first seed on the low ground of a Native 
School, he looked forward with animated hope, 
projected other plans, and invited his few" devout 
friends in Calcutta to join with him in prayer for 
the Divine blessing upon his endeavours. They 
met once a month for this purpose, when they 
united their solemn supplications for the spreading 
of the Gospel in all the world, and especially in the 
provinces of Bengal. Mr. Chambers commenced a 
translation of the New Testament in Bengalee for

(i(wp] (fir
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( 2) Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge Report, 1789.
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c h a p , the use of the School; but he made little progress 

in the work, in consequence of his numerous public 
avocations ; nor did he live to complete this impor
tant task.1

Conver- 8 .  Not long after Mr. Brown had commenced his
Teacher, labours at, the Mission Church he was further en

couraged by the change wrought in the character 
of one of the Teachers under him, on whose mind 
the Gospel seemed to have produced a gradual and 
an abiding effect. This beginning of success made 
him the more urgent with his college friends and 
others at home, either to join him or to send him 
help.®

Mr. Brown 9. But Jiis attention to Missionary objects soon
Q u its 'the • v v
Asylum awakened opposition on the part of some persons,
Mission who raised evil reports against him. The Managers 

of the Orphan Asylum, also, were not satisfied with 
his giving so much of bis time to the Mission 
Church. Though he was careful not to let it inter
fere with his duties to this Institution; yet the 
Managers could not think the efficient discharge of 
both engagements compatible with each other. 
Not that they were hostile to his exertions for the 
Natives; quite the contrary: for in their corre
spondence with him on the subject, they declared 
themselves to be “ impressed with a just sense of 
the laudable motives which influenced him in 
forming his engagements to officiate in the ministry 
of the Mission Church.”3 Nevertheless, they 
deemed it their duty to the Asylum to insist on his 
either quitting the Mission, or immediately sepa
rating from his engagement with them. With the 
unanimous advice of his religious friends he chose 
the latter alternative, and left the Asylum* in August 
1788, thereby giving a noble example of disinter-

( ')  Brown's Memoirs, pp. 224, 231,233, 235, 240, 241.
C )  Ibid,pp. 226, &c. ( 3) Ibid, p. 47.
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estedzeal in the Missionary cause; for he threw 
up a lucrative appointment, and relinquished the 
comfortable habitation provided for him at the 
Asylum, rather than see the Mission Church shut 
up, and the congregation dispersed ; and he con
tinued to perform these duties, without remunera
tion, until the Missionary arrived. This change in 
his affairs obliged him for the present to suspend 
his Native School, which had depended chiefly 
upon his own resources.4 He retained possession, 
however, of the ground whereon it stood, hoping 
that at some future time it might be found useful 
for some Missionary purpose.5

10. Amid the fluctuations of circumstances, Mr. Hwjmu-  ̂
llrown never suspended his thoughts for India’s re- ^  ission in 
demption. Intent on this object, he drew up “A  fne“|^har 
Proposal for establishing a Protestant Mission in Ben- " 
gal and Bahar'\” in which he urged, with great force 
and energy, the claims of the Natives upon the

( 4) Brown’s Memoirs, pp. 47, 242, 253. ( : ) Ibid. p. 63.
( f ) In  this document he considered, W hat sort o f men were to 

be chosen; how they were to be supported ; and the plan they were 
to pursue. The acquisition of Sanscrit was to be made a  prim ary 
object; as i t  is the basis of Bengalee and the other eastern tongues, 
and it contains the mythology, laws, history, and literature of the 
Hindoos. The knowledge of this language he stated to be indis
pensable for giving a pure translation of the Scriptures ; and such 
is the poverty of the Bengalee, that he thought it would be difficult 
to  preach the Gospel with becoming dignity without the use of 
Sanscrit. He therefore proposed that two young Clergymen 
should be sent as Missionaries direct to B engal; and after spending 
a  few months a t Calcutta, in  order to become in some measure ac
quainted with the customs of the country, they were to proceed to 
Benares, the celebrated seat of Hindoo learning, where they were 
to spend about three years in  the acquisition of the eastern lan
guages. Besides zeal and grace, which he considered of funda
mental importance, they were to possess all the qualifications 
necessary to a character in which the pious student and prudent 
Missionary were to be united. Another p art of his plan was the 
establishment of Native Schools throughout the country, sim ilar to 
those designed by Mr. Sullivan fot South India.

/ n
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~~ c h a p . British Government, and the duty of importing to 
them the privileges which the English enjoyed, as 
Well in a religious as in a civil point of view. He 
recommended the measure of translating the Scrip
tures into the different languages of the East, and 
of sending forth Missionaries to instruct them, “ fit 
men,” he remarked, “ of free minds, disinterested, 
zealous, and patient of labour, who would accept of 
an invitation, and aspire to the arduous office of a 
Missionary.” 1

Governor- l l. The Rev. Messrs, lllanshard and Owen, the 
decRaes to Presidency Chaplains, cordially approved of this 
sanction it. proposal; but in those days no plan, whether of a 

civil or religious character, could succeed in Bengal 
without the sanction of Government. It was there
fore determined to mention the subject to the 
Governor-General, Lord Cornwallis. His lordship 
looked over the plan; but was not disposed to pro
mote it. He offered no opposition, indeed; but 
having, he said, no faith in such schemes, and 
thinking that they must prove ineffectual, he declined 
taking any part in them. He had no objection, 
however, that others should make the attempt, and 
promised not to be inimical.2

Circulated 12. The proposal was next circulated in India, 
ami * and also sent home to several of the Bishops and 
England, leading persons in England, who were known to take 

an interest in the promotion of Christianity in the 
East: and though the Christian-Knowledge Society 
were not then in circumstances to undertake a design 
of this magnitude; yet the proposal prepared the 
public mind to entertain it in more propitious times.
It is interesting, also, to observe, in this conception 
of one devout man’s mind, the germ of Those vast 
operations which in less than fifty years were to

( 1) Brown’s Memoirs. Preface, p. xiii.
( s ) find. p. 248.



diffuse throughout British India the blessings of 
science and Christian knowledge.

13. On the 27th of September 1789 the Rev. A. T. Rev. A. T.
Clarke arrived at Calcutta, where he was welcomed av '̂and 
by the Society’s correspondents with much cordiality ,,cgills 
and affection. The Governor-General also showed
him particular attention; and throughout the Pre
sidency a favourable opinion was entertained of his 
principles and character. He took immediate charge 
of the Mission, and commenced his labours in the 
English congregation with general acceptance. He 
also began a Sunday-Evening Lecture for the con
venience of the lower classes of Europeans, who 
were unable to walk to Church in the heat of the 
day.3 He commenced the study of Portuguese for the 
purpose of ministering to the native congregations, 
most of whom, as we have seen, spake that language.
The delicacy of his health prevented his close appli
cation to study; but he hoped to accomplish this 
object in the course of a twelvemonth. He also 
contemplated the study of Sanscrit, with a view to 
become more generally useful among the Natives; 
and so wide and fair was the prospect before him, 
that he wrote to the Society in pressing terms to 
send him a colleague, “ one who should be superior 
to every view but that of being useful to the best 
interests of mankind, to take an equal part with him 
in the labours of his important Mission. Such a one 
he would receive as a brother, and gladly endeavour 
to promote his satisfaction and comfort.”

14. In January ] 790 Mr. Clarke was invited by the He is ap- 
Governors of the Free-School Society to accept the Tin- 
office of Superintending Master to that Institution, tendentof 
which had. been established the year before. It was school?6 
proposed to allow him a commodious habitation 
contiguous to the Mission Church, and three hundred

| | I  <SL
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c h a p . Sicca rupees a m o n th . As th is  School appeared to

embrace one important object of his Mission, the 
education of the young, and the two senior Chaplains 
were among the Governors who offered him the 
situation, he ventured to accept i t ; and the Society 
confirmed the appointment, having reason to believe 
that its duties would be compatible with his Missio
nary engagements; for it appeared that the interests 
of religion, and consequently the benefit of the com
munity, were likely to be promoted by this esta
blishment.

Another is . The local subscriptions to the Mission Church 
nlry're- now' amounted monthly to more than two hundred 
quireti. Sicca rupees, besides other contributions obtained in 

the country. The management of the Mission fund 
was committed to three trustees. The congregations 
had so increased since Mr. Clarke’s arrival1, that 
a further enlargement of the Church was projected, 
by the addition of a chancel, which would admit 
a freer circulation of air, and increase the accom
modation. As Mr. Clarke’s health continued delicate, 
Mr. Brown assisted him in his ministrations. At 
the same time he was urgent with the Society to 
send out another Missionary,not merely to co-operate 
with Mr. Clarke in the English department; but also 
to cultivate those branches of the Mission which 
were now unavoidably neglected. The only Portu
guese Teacher mentioned at this period was a M. 
Frangel, of whom we have little more account 
than that he was able to keep the native congre
gation together. But this did not satisfy the zeal of 
Mr. Brown and the other correspondents of the 
Society. They saw that M. Frangel was too far 
advanced in years to carry out their plan for the

p )  N o returns of this increase, nor indeed any N otitia  of the 
Mission, appear to have been sent home alter K iernander’s re
tirement.



extension of the Mission, which was to have the 
native population everywhere addressed in their 
own language, as they were on the C oromandcL 
coast; and hence their importunity for one Missio
nary at least, if not more, to be sent out with all 
practicable speed. In hopes ol the Society being 
able to comply with their request, they began _ to 
project increased accommodation on the Mission 
premises, and two thousand rupees were imme
diately contributed for the purpose. When these 
proposals reached England they awakened a lundred 
spirit in the Society for Promoting Christian Know
ledge, who passed a resolution to send out another 
Clergyman to Calcutta, as soon as one could be found 
willing to go and competent to the charge.

16. But all these brightening hopes were soon to acceplsa 
be dimmed by another dark cloud In November
of this year Mx. Clarke accepted. '& Company s qUjts cal- 
Chaplaincy, and threw up his Mission without any msu. 
warning. The first that the Society heard of it was 
from himself, actually informing them that lie had 
left both the Mission Church and his station as 
Superintending Master of the Free School, and had 
removed from Calcutta to Cliunar, by order ol the 
Commander-in-Chief. He proposed, indeed, to re
pay all the expenses incurred for his equipment and 
passage to India; but this was a poor compensation 
to the Society for the loss of his services to a Mis
sion so destitute as theirs at Calcutta.

1 7 . But there was one on the spot to whom re-occu- 
Paul’s rebuke did not apply— AU seek their own, not gtatta 
the ihinqs which ore Jems Christs.’ Mr. Browns Church 
heart was thoroughly in the work. W e have seen
that he had,already sacrificed his own interests tor (*)

(*) Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge Report, 1 '91.
(8) Phil. ii. 21.
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CHAR those of the Mission, and. he at once resumed the 
1 charge. We admired his conduct before; but it 

was now greatly enhanced by the contrast it pre
sented to that of Mr. Clarke.1 The Church, thus 
deserted by its Missionary, must again have been 
shut up but for the assistance which he imme
diately rendered. He undertook the regular per
formance of Divine Service to a numerous arid 
increasing congregation. The Society expressed 
their obligations for these kind and Christian ser
vices in strong terms2; and they immediately en
deavoured to obtain a successor to Mr. Clarke, 
voting some additional pecuniary encouragement to 
any who should offer themselves for the work at 
Calcutta. Notwithstanding their present difficulty, 
they entertained and expressed the most sanguine 
hopes that the work would still be carried on by 
competent agents, to the glory of God and the 
welfare of men’s souls.3

( ‘) In justice to the memory of Mr. Clarke, we will state, that 
he did not relinquish, with his Mission, all interest in the conver
sion of the Heathen. Being appointed shortly after to accompany 
the British forces to Malacca, besides opening an English School 
for the soldiers’ children, he attended to the instruction of the Na - 
tives, and for this purpose studied the language, the Malay, and 
held frequent conferences with their chiefs on religious subjects. 
There he found the entire Bible in Malay, translated by the Dutch 
Clergy, as mentioned above. (Book vii. e. 2. s. 5.) This informa
tion of his proceedings was given to M. Gerickd, at Madras, by an 
English officer, who returned from Malacca, with a friendly mes
sage from Mr. Clarke, and a request that he would furnish him 
with some books for the use of the garrison and School. Gericke 
was rejoiced to hear that he still retained an affection for the Mis
sionary w ork ; and the Christian-Knowledge Society now enter
tained hopes, that the object of his Mission to India might in  some 
degree be accomplished, though he had formerly disappointed them.
M. Gericke was able to supply him with the English books that he 
wanted out of the Society’s stores.— Society for Promoting Chris
tian Knowledge Reports, 1799, pp. 135— 138. 1800, p. 144.

( 2) Memoirs of Rev. JD. Brown, pp. 289, 290.
( ’) Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge Report, 1792.
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18. In this confidence the Society’s correspon- 
dents at Calcutta participated; and they prepared of the 
for the accommodation of two Missionaries, out of a 0hurcll‘ 
considerable sum generously contributed by Mr.
Charles Grant and Mr. Udney4, of the Civil Ser
vice, and subsequently a Member in Council. Di
vine Service in the Mission Church was not once 
omitted., Mr. Brown being occasionally assisted by
the Chaplains, Messrs. Blanshard and Owen. The 
English congregation was so much increased that it 
was found necessary again to extend the accommo
dations in the Church; and this, together with the 
improvements in the interior, and the enlarge
ment of the dwelling-house, cost not less than ten 
thousand rupees. The work was finished on the 
29th of December 1793, when M. Kiernander, who, 
even in his poverty, retained the respect of all who 
knew him, was invited to open the new chancel.
The aged Missionary was glad to obey the call.
He administered the Sacrament on the occasion,
“ and was extremely happy to see the Church so 
much improved, and so well attended.” In trans
mitting this report to the Society, Mr. Brown sub
joined, that he could not but lament Kiernander’s 
destitution in the eighty-fourth year of his age. In 
consequence of this kind intimation of his depressed 
circumstances-, the Society presented him with a 
handsome gratuity, in consideration of his long and 
faithful services.5

19. It will hardly be thought out of place here to Testimo- 

give the testimony borne at the time to the two 
gentlemen just mentioned, Messrs. Chambers and Chambers 
Grant, to whom the cause of Christianity in Bengal
was so greatly indebted. On the death of Mr. 
Chambers this year, Mr. Brown wrote, that he was

(4) Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge Report, 1793.
( s) Ibid. 1795. Asiaticus, p. 2S. Brown’s Memoirs, p. 286.
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chap, u qle great friend and ornament of the Mission, to
__1_ whose zeal, prudence, and upright character, in

that settlement, it owed its best support:” and 
“ that his death was to the Society a very serious 
loss.” Another writer remarked, that he “ did not 
live to see the new chancel opened : he was hailed 
to superior worlds the preceding August. In this 
gentleman, whose character is heyond eulogium, 
the Mission lost a sincere friend, and one of its 
brightest ornaments. To his piety, talents, and in
dustry we are indebted for a translation into the 
Persian language of Christ’s Sermon on the Mount.” 
He was long the confidential friend of Swartz; and 
the estimate which that devout Missionary formed 
of his character and services in the cause of Christ 
shows that he also thought him “ beyond eulo
gium.”

Of the other gentleman, Mr. Grant, who returned 
to Europe about the same time, a similar account 
wras given. We have seen how greatly the Mission 
was indebted to him, also, from the time that he re
purchased the Church for the Society to his liberal 
contributions towards its enlargement. On quit
ting India he left a further sum of money for ser
vants, lights, and other necessary disbursements in 
carrying on Divine Service in the Mission Church. 
One writer, just mentioned1, after describing the 
completion of the present improvements, remarks,
“ Mr. Grant, prior to this, left India, but still lives 
to support the Mission. As I pronounce his name 
my soul turns to England, where I behold him 
exercising some of the first and fairest duties of 
humanity.” With what honour and ability he after
wards filled a place in the Direction of the East- 
India Company, to its highest office, need not be

( ')  Asiaticus. See also Sw artz’s Memoirs. Vol. ii. pp. 260— 206.



recorded here; but it will not be irrelevant to re
mark, that, when Chairman of the Court, he was 
most careful and conscientious in the appointment 
of Chaplains to the Company. Their ecclesiastical 
patronage was principally in his hands; and in its 
disposal he considered the advancement of Chris
tianity in India rather than the appeals of private 
interest: and with this view he generally applied 
to the Rev. Charles Simeon, Fellow of King’s Col
lege, Cambridge, to select suitable men for the 
office.

20. While the friends of India were regretting Mr-Browa 
the removal of these esteemed friends2, Divine to the 6to- 
Providenee was raising up others to take their 
place, The most distinguished of these was Sir 
John Shore, afterwards Lord Teignmouth, who ar
rived at Calcutta in 1793 as Governor-General. As 
long as he remained in India he continued to pa
tronize the Mission; and under his auspices Mr.
Brown wanted nothing that it was in his power to 
bestow to promote the interests of Christianity in

( 2) In the following year the society of Calcutta lost another 
valued member, Sir William Jones, whose private example and 
public services materially contributed to enhance the European 
character in the estimation of the Natives. He was one of the 
Judges of Bengal; and, in his relaxation from official duties, he 
found time to collect materials for a digest of Hindoo and Maho- 
medan law, though he did not live to complete this useful under
taking. He also composed a work entitled the “ Ordinances of 
M enu/’ which contains an extensive collection ol moral, civil, and 
religious precepts. Besides these professional works, he paid great 
attention to the general literature of the East; and in order to pro
mote its cultivation he projected an institution similar to the Royal 
Society in London. The “Asiatic Researches contain several 
valuable productions from his pen. These works are frequently 
referred to in this History. (Book vii. chap. 1.) He died in 1794.
— Lord Teignmouth’s Memoirs of Sir William .Jones. The death 
of this distinguished scholar and upright judge was lamented in 
India by none more deeply than Mr. Brown, who has given an 
interesting account of his last days.— Brown’s Memoirs, pp. 272—
277.
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c h a r . Bengal. In the following year he appointed Mr. 
h Brown to St. John’s, the principal Church at Cal

cutta, whose erection we shall record in the sequel 
of this chapter. Hitherto the attendance on Divine 
Service there had been very thin1; but it was now so 
greatly increased, that the churchyard, and even the 
streets adjoining, were regularly thronged with the 
palanquins and other equipages of the congregation, 
where, at one time, scarcely more than half a dozen 
had usually appeared. These were the observa
tions of a British merchant at the time; and of the 
improvement in the character, as well as the num
ber of the congregation, Mr. Brown remarked, that, 
on Christmas-day in the following year, an unusual 
number of persons took the Sacrament, and near a 
thousand rupees were collected at the Offertory. 
This was indeed an improvement that filled his 
heart with gratitude to God, and encouraged him 
to increased diligence. When he first arrived in 
Bengal, in 1786, notwithstanding the dissolute cha
racter of society in general, he found a small body 
of pious Christians; and a few years after he had the 
happiness of discovering, that, in bidden and unex
plored retreats, there were nntliought-of individuals 
who lived the life of faith in the Son of God, and 
walked in the path of His commandments; and 
some who, in the utmost privacy, had exerted them
selves to stem the torrent of surrounding evil, by

( ’) In Mr. Brown’s papers the following- memorandum occurs:—
“ Lord Cornwallis observed to me to-day, of the new Church, St. 
John’s, a drawing of which hangs in his room, that ‘he thought it 
a pretty Church, but it had many critics.’ I might have answered 
that there were, on Sundays, not many.”— 15th July 1788. Me
moirs, p. 23. •

In the Memoir, of the Life and Correspondence of John Lord 
Teignmouth, by his son, Lord Teignmouth, may be seen the lively 
interest which that nobleman took in the cause of Christianity in 
India, and the countenance he gave to Mr. Brown and others en
gaged in promoting it.—Vol. i. pp, 290, et seq.
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their own religious example in their families, and 
by maintaining and superintending Schools for the 
instruction of Heathen, children.2 Surely these 
were the salt of the land. Mr. Brown watched the 
progress of this leaven with a vigilant eye, in pains
taking exertion and prayer; and he now blessed 
the Lord for the results which he saw beginning to 
smile around his path.

21 The improvement in the congregation at the ^ p™** 
Mission Church also was equally encouraging, the mL- 
During the first six or seven years Mr. Brown had g°eng°°£‘n 
diligently laboured there among a very small and K 
inconsiderable people; but his meekness and faith 
never left him to feel discouraged at the fewness of 
their number or unimportance of their rank. He 
thought of those with whom his Divine Master 
associated; he recollected the congregations to 
whom a Brainerd or an Elliot had ministered in 
America; and by their example he was kept from 
harbouring sentiments of indifference toward the 
flock collected around him, the bulk of whom, with 
few exceptions, were of the order denominated in 
Bengal “ low Europeans,” East-Indians, and Natives; 
either descendants of Portuguese, or of Hindoo 
origin, but speaking that language3. He had the 
consolation of knowing that his labours among 
these various classes were not fruitless. By the 
blessing of God, good had been done: some were 
reclaimed from vicious courses, and he had the 
comfort of seeing them die in peace : others were 
still living to adorn their Christian profession by a 
truly pious and virtuous life, which he considered 
as the best encouragement he could have to labour 
on, until he should lie relieved.4

( a) Brown’s Memoirs, p. 113. ( ’ ) Ibid. p. 50.
(*) Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge Report, 179 ).
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c h a p . 2 2 . But lie was overworked, and lie felt that, his 
h exertions at both Churches were more  ̂ than he 

Mr Brown could hope long to sustain. On the occasion above 
over- ‘ alluded to, at Christmas 1795, lie remarked, “ I had 
without not recovered from the excessive fatigue, before 1 
hojio of was called to the Mission Church Service. I feel 
homlfrom some serious effects from my exertions, on my 

health, which never can hold out as it has done; 
but I do not see how I can lessen my labours with
out doing wrong.” 1 This was written some months 
after lie bad heard from home that there was yet no 
hope of the Society’s being able to promise him 
relief-—so great continued the indifference in Eng
land to this sacred cause! The Secretary2 wrote 
to him, “ It is extraordinary that no fit person has 
yet been found willing to engage in the service of 
the Mission. We still persevere in the hope, how
ever, that a suitable Missionary will be, ere long, 
discovered. In the meanwhile, may God give you 
a continuance of strength and ability to the service, 
and abundantly bless your labours!”3 The Society 
most highly appreciated his “ continued pious at
tention to the concerns of” their Mission ; and, with 
the expression of their thanks, sent him, from time 
to time, valuable packages of books, the only recom
pense that he would consent to receive.

He pro- 23. In 1796, probably in consequenee of the dis- 
agahist all position manifested at Madras the year before to 
aumpwnu connec‘t the Government of that Presidency with 
Hindoo ' the superstitions of the country4, Mr. Brown thought 
tXTU" ^  right to guard the English at Calcutta against 

showing respect to those abominations; a practice 
which was, lie was concerned to see, becoming very 
prevalent among the junior members of the service.

( !) Brown’s Memoirs, p. 24.
(■’) Rev. Dr. George Gaskin. O  Memoirs, p. 29!.
( ’) See Tanjore Mission, Dec. 2. ss,34, 35.
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beginning of his career in India he liad 
made himself well acquainted with the customs and 
prejudices of the Natives, for the purpose of ex
posing tlie errors of their system, and bringing the 
Christian Religion under their observation. But 
this he did in no uncourteous and offensive manner.
Though utter disgust, intermingled with deepest 
pity, seems to have been the result in his mind of 
all that he learned of the obscene, frivolous, and 
sanguinary rights of this debased superstition, and 
of its baneful influence on the principles and morals 
of its votaries, yet he at all times treated the peo
ple with urbanity and respect; and they, in return, 
conducted themselves toward him with uniform 
deference ; but he never would endure that they 
should, unchecked, obtrude their abominations on 
the notice of Europeans, or assume any undue 
license under the protection of the British laws and 
Government. At the great festivals of the Hindoos 
he took occasion to admonish his flock from the 
pulpit not to show any unbecoming respect to the 
idolatrous rites then going on, whether through an 
overstrained complaisance to individuals, or in un
seemly curiosity. One of these Nautches, as the 
festivals in question are called, occurred on the 
evening of the Lord’s Day, when, too frequently, the 
congregation of the Church was thinned to increase 
the company attendant on the ido l; and some, with 
still greater inconsistency, heedlessly proceeded to 
these exhibitions from the very doors of the sanc
tuary, where they bad been professing to worship 
the only True God, who came into the w-orld and 
died upon the Cross, that He might redeem mankind 
from such lying vanities. Nevertheless, though 
their faithful pastor could not withhold all from 
these forbidden paths, there can be little doubt that 
his uncompromising protests against them tended 
to preserve the Bengal Government from those



c h a p , unhallowed compliances which, to the disgrace of 
1 the Christian name, were made at Madras.1 

Erection 24. We will conclude this Decade with an account 
Johu’s °f several public institutions, beginning with the 
Church, erection of St. John’s Church. When, about the year 
Calcutta. | 77q5 Calcutta began to enjoy repose from the 

troubles occasioned by the Mahomedan powers, she 
arose, with almost the rapidity of magic, into a city 
of palaces. But it was too long unadorned by a 
suitable temple for the worship of the Almighty 
Being to whom the British owed their prosperity. 
The Council, indeed, had often issued directions for 
the plan of a Church to be submitted for their 
inspection; and the model of St. Stephen’s,Walbrook, 
London, being the most approved, two draughts of 
it were executed by experienced engineer officers.2 
In the meantime, a temporary Place of Worship was 
raised within the walls of the battered garrison, and 
denominated The Chaipel of the Old Fort.

For several years the English appear to have 
been satisfied with this little Chapel; for while their 
city was fast attaining the pinnacle of splendour, and 
many of them were amassing princely fortunes, their 
proposal to erect a sanctuary to the honour of 
Jehovah slumbered till the year 1782.3 At this 
time, under the auspices of the munificent Warren 
H a s t in g s ,  they awoke to the serious contemplation 
of this religious duty, and resolved to build an 
edifice for the celebration of Public Worship, 
“ adapted,” as it was expressed, “ to the exercise of 
the ministerial functions, and to such a numerous

( ')  Brown’s Memoirs, pp. 71—74.
( 2) Colonels Polier and Fortnam. The Church of St. Stephen’s, 

though small, is generally considered one of the most finished com
positions of S ir Christopher Wren.

( 3) There may have been some reasonable cause for this delay; 
but as the ecclesiastical records were lost, a third time, in 1783, 
through the carelessness of the person to whom they were entrusted, 
there are no means of accounting for it.—Asiaticus, p. 5.
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auditory as might be expected in the capital of 
British India.”

A Committee had been appointed to superintend 
the building, which met,for the first time, on the 18th 
of December 1783. Liberal contributions were im
mediately raised; the Maha Rajah N o b k is s e n  pre
sented a spacious piece of land4, adjoining the old 
burial-ground ; and every thing conspired to favour 
the execution of the design. On the morning of 
April 6th, 1784, Mr. Wheeler, Acting President, in 
the absence of the Governor-General, proceeded 
to the ground where the sacred edifice was to be 
raised, attended by the great officers of state and 
the principal inhabitants of Calcutta, and there laid 
the first stone5, witli the usual ceremonies, an appro
priate prayer being offered on the occasion by the 
senior Chaplain, the Rev. William Johnson.

As soon as the first stone was laid, all descriptions 
of persons co-operated in accelerating the progress 
of the building. Gentlemen up the country, whose 
local situations enabled them to search out and 
speedily procure materials, acquiesced in every re
quisition made to them by the Church-building 
Committee, and rendered their services with alacrity.

( 4) This ground is said to have been valued at the time at 
above 30,000 nipees.— Asiaticus, p. 10.

( 5) On a plate of copper, grooved in the stone, is the following 
inscription—

The first stone of this sacred Building,
Raised by the Liberal and Voluntary 

Subscription of British Subjects 
and Others,

Was laid under the auspices of 
The Honourable Warren H astings, E sq.

• Governor-General of India,
On the 6th day of April I7$4,

And in the 13th year of his Government.
N.B It will give an idea of the little progress which the arts 

had made at that era in Bengal, to mention that the mere engra mg 
of this plate cost 25L sterling.
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c h a p . Special mention is made of a Letter received from
1 Mr. Charles Grant, then residing at Maul da, who

proposed to collect a quantity of stones from the 
ruins of Gour1 for the pavement of the Church. He 
also described some huge masses of blue marble, 
highly polished, and a number of smaller stones, 
polished and ornamented with sculptures of flowers, 
Iret-work, and other devices, and a few free-stones 
of great length, which he thought would be useful, 
and worthy to be preserved in the sacred building. 
These were a great acquisition, though their removal 
to Calcutta was attended with much trouble and ex
pense. The public watched the rising edifice with 
great interest. No money or attention was spared 
to render it an ornament to the city, as well as 
durable and commodious.2 It was finished in about 
three years ; and opened and consecrated on the 
24th of June 1787, being dedicated to St. John. The 
service was performed by the Chaplains, Rev. W.

( ' )  In  the reig-n of the Emperor Akbar, in 1556, the city o f 
Hour was thus described by Manuel de. Faria y  Sousa, in his 
History of Portuguese Asia, written in Spanish :— “  G our, the prin
cipal city in  Bengal, is seated on the banks of the Ganges, three 
leagues in length, containing 1,200,000 families, and well fortified. 
Along the streets, which are wide and straight, rows of trees shade 
the people, who are so numerous, that sometimes many are trod to 
dea th /’ Before the expiration of 228 years, not a trace of this 
magnificent capital was remaining, except the ruinn which are m en
tioned by Mr. Grant. The site o f Gour, like that o f ancient 
Babylon, has long been the habitation o f reptiles and wild beasts. 
W hat an example of the uncertainty of human g reatness! And 
what an admonition for the British, to ponder the obligations 
involved in the magnitude of their eastern empire, lest their “ city 
of palaces,”  too, become, like Gour, a pile of ruins, wherewith to 
build and adorn the temples of some more faithful people that shall 
come after them !

( s ) The lloor of the Church formed a square oft seventy feet.
The superficial contents of the roof was ten thousand Seven 
hundred square feet. A very handsome painting, representing 
“ The L ast Supper,” was executed by Sir John Zoffany, an eminent 
artist then at Calcutta, who presented it  to the Church, to be placed 
over the Communion Table.
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Johnson and Rev. Thomas Blanshard. The Go
vernor-General, Earl Cornwallis, who had succeeded 
Warren Hastings, attended, with all the officers 
of state, and the building was crowded with the 
British inhabitants.

Thus, at the expense of nearly two lacks of 
rupees3, was erected the Church ofSt. John. About 
another lack was expended on the improvements 
and embellishments which wrere subsequently made; 
and the whole of this sum, between thirty-five and 
thirty-six thousand pounds, with the exception of 
twelve hundred pounds contributed by the Court of 
Directors 4, was raised by the voluntary contributions 
of a liberal people.

A few weeks after the opening of the Church, the 
Select Vestry, with the Earl Cornwallis in the 
Chair, appointed two Churchwardens. As Calcutta 
was not constituted a parish, those gentlemen could 
not be legally invested with authority to exercise all 
the functions of their office ; yet they were “ consi
dered to act with the consent of the inhabitants for 
whose advantage and good they performed the 
duty.” 5

25. In the year 1789, in consequence of the inade- £*'*b]jfsh' 
quacy of the old Charity School to meet the growing Public 
demands for education, another Institution was formed 
for the purpose, called the Free-School Society, 
under the auspices of the Governor-General.

In 1794 the Native Hospital was opened, under 
the liberal patronage of the Government and the 
public, for the benefit of all classes. A Native

(’ ) About 24,000/. sterling'.
( 4) This contribution of the East-India Company was not made 

towards the building, but to provide, as was expressly stated,
“ communion plate, an organ, a clock, bells, and velvet furniture 
for the pulpit, desk, and communion table.”

(*) M inutes of the Select Vestry, 28th of June 1787. The account 
here given o f the erection of St. John’s Church is drawn up from 
the details published by A siaticps, pp. 6— 14.
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Ch a p . Lunatic Asylum, also, was established about the same 

1 time.
In 1780 Warren Hastings had founded a Maho- 

medan College, called the Madrissa, for the study of 
the Arabic and Persian languages, and of Mahome- 
dan law; and in 1794 a similar seminary was endowed 
at Benares, for the cultivation of Hindoo literature.1

Although these Institutions are not immediately 
connected with the Calcutta Mission, yet they serve 
to indicate the growth of intelligence and humane 
feeling, perhaps we might say, Christian principle, 
among the Europeans in Bengal. This brief notice 
of them will not,, therefore, be thought irrelevant in 
this place.

riPTH. i. We have already mentioned the appointment 
DbciDi.. c£ Rev w \ T. Ringletaube to this Mission.2 In Octo- 
1]7806t° ker 'o9o reporting to the Society his safe arrival at

m. Rin- Calcutta, he acknowledged his very kind reception
arrival**t* ^le btev. D* Brown, whom he described in the
Calcutta, highest terms, declared that he felt bound to him 

by the tie of Christian affection, as well as by gra
titude, and that he meant to commit, himself to the 
guidance of this kind and judicious friend. Mr. 
Brown made over to him the charge of the Mission ; 
and M. Gericke, of Madras, to whom he had written 
for assistance, sent him a supply of Portuguese 
books, with some instructions how to conduct his 
varied operations. Amongst other things, he ad
vised him to study Bengalee, besides Portuguese, 
with a view to the diffusion of Christianity among 
the Heathen Natives.

Return of 2. At this time Kiernander was at Calcutta. He 
uamier to bad officiated as Chaplain to 'the Dutch at Chin-
Calcutta. ---------------------------------------------------- —..-...—--------------------------

( ‘) Asiaticus, pp. 15— 1!). 33-—37. C. LushingtonJs History 
of Calcutta Institutions, pp. 135, 294, 302, et. seq. Appendix,
No. 8. pp. xxxiv. ft. seq.

0 )  Madras Mission. D ecadeS. s. I.


