MAHOMTET

the Splendad rmgn of Alp Arslﬁn, the luvex of letters and

science, around whose throne stood twelve hundred princes b
‘and two hundred thousand soldiers,! and whose magha-

nimity could eclipse the victory which brought a Roman
emperor captive to his feet? “ You who have scen the
story of Alp Arslan exalted to heaven, come to Mt,w and

see it buried in the dust,” was his epitaph. But a true
central sun of this court was the world-famed vizier, Nizdm- |

. ul-Mulk, a Persian, ~ the oracle and patron of religion and

science, and the defender of justice and humanity for thirty

‘years; # whose beneficence, it was said, éxtended from Jeru-

salem to Samarkand,so that in that whole vast empire there
was no scholar, no'studenty no devetee, whom his nanifi-

cent care did not reach.® | The same rare genius directed

the illustrious reign of the next Seljdrk prince, Malik, the
Charlemagne of Asia, and fell a’ victim to court intrigues
at its close.  {The palace of Malik,” says Gibbon, “re-
sounded with the songs of a huadred poets.” The accu-

‘mulated errors of centuries were set aside by a ‘new

astronomical era, the crown of the science of that time.

Order and security prevailed throughout Iran; and no less

universal was the zeal of all classes in matters intellectual,
industrial, and social. j

The struggle of old propensities in these Turanic kings
with the civilizing power of Iran was illustrated in the last
of the Seljfirks, who riding intoxicated at the head of his
army, shouting the verses of Firdasi, was hewn down and
slain, HOldgd himself* who broke in picces this wonder
ful Turkish dynasty with his northern hordes, sent the '
greatest astronomer, metaphysician, and physician of his
time, Nassir-ed-Din of Tfs, as his ambassador, and set
that scientist, with four others, to construct an observatory

jat Ijumascus, When he destroyed the library of the As-

1 Abfil Ghazi, ph. iil. chaps, v, xix, ¥ Gibbon 1 Roman Empive; chap, lvn.
2 Kremer: Hevrrich d. Geschy p. 438 L Braun; Gemddde, ete,, p. s24
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of the sect without mercy.  Hig son and successor Abakd,

equally famous as a rulet and'as a conqueror, who §0° -

learned his Mongol habits that his armies trod out np

- grain-field on the march and destroyed no fruit,t yet died

e his ‘passion for strong drink? owed the glory of Hhds it

reign to his Persian ministers; one of whom, Ala- ed-Din,

. poet as well as statesmian, after long service, was sent mto-_ ;

“exile for his inability to gratify the avarice of his master,

and for his honorable self«respect?  The next of the line

was Arghin, a. Buddhist relic-avorshipper and semit8ha-
‘manist, following sorcerers to procure long life; who never-

theless knew that his viziers must be men hc:nond i the

\land and acquainted with its culture, and chose such with-

| out regard to race or religion.  One of these was Saad, a

. Persian Jew, hailed by his co-religionists 'as Messiab, and
‘lauded by the native poets; famous for good works, but a
“target for court conspiracics, like the rest. ' In this reign’
. was! learned the financial lesson of the terrible results of
" paper extension, and the return to gold ‘was celebrated
by sayings of wisdom which modern: cxpen(.nu. cqnnﬂt

surpass.t

Tast comes Ghézan, signalizing his conversion from
peaceful Buddhism or Mongol 'Deism to Islam by 'a
bloody persecution of all other religions,® then converted
again into the greatest of the Asiatic Khans, mainly
through his minister, Reshid-ed-Din, a Persian Jew of

Hamadan, whose name, “the straight path of religion,”

was fitly given, and partly through his own universal

~genius, — at once a mechanician and artisanin all kinds, a

linguist, patron of all sciences, and centre of all literatures,
missions, and correspondence with courts, from. Inaua to

1 Hammer, i, 272 2 Ihidi, pratas 3 Ibid., 397.
4 fhid., pp. ads, 285 i 3 Hammer-Porgstall, it 8—30
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i Rome, Germany, a.nd Franna. Th:s is the testxmanv
' the historians of his t1me.1.' His gold coins were the stz

| dard. of purity, even in, Byzant:umz His public woﬂ;y ek

\svereinnumerable; | his | example  stimulated | historicall
studies into their highest' bloom. But his great vizier,

wlm had given thirteen sons to his service, and directed ||

| the State for a longer period than any other Persian min-
| ister, came at last, in 4! later reign, to share the fate of |
- such greatness, being put to death with extreme cruelty,

‘amidst curses on his head as a Jew.3  Ghadzin even emiti-

lated ‘his ancestor, Genghis, and the great traditional
law-giver ‘of Persia, ‘Ardeshir, ‘and Nashirvan, (by | the |
compilation’ of a new| code of laws from the old' native
institutes, mingled with Mongol rules and customs, under
the influehce at least of the more cultivated of his sub-
jects.* By this code were punished the!false weigher, the
. bribed judge, the lawyer who took pay from both sides,
the tradesman who sold the same goods twice over, * One
Tour of justice,” it announces, ¢ is worth seventy hours of
prayer.” Order is secured, intemperance punished, towns

. 'made responsible for the robbery of travellers; debts out-

 lawed in thirty years; private houses protected against the
trains of travelling officials of all sorts, who had freely
quartered themselves on the people before.  All firmans

and all contracts must be. registered; a Domesday Boak | |

carefully regulates taxation; mail-couriers are everywhere
 under, strict discipling; army-pay is fixed by law; slaves
are converted dinto soldiers, and ‘captive bondsmen paid .
for their labor. | Archives are provided for records, copies

whereof are engraved on brass or stone. | There are laws’
against usury, which, being resisted, led to the further

threat to abolish existing debts entirely,  Redeemers of
wild lend are exempted from: taxation. And'a new, calen-

V (Resehided-din and Wassnf)  Hammer-Purgstally il 145~160, |
* Thucl.y i, 160 & Ibidy 1l 260, & Ihid,, i 555=174
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dar is drawn up by the astronomers, dating from Ghazan's
era of 1302, According to AbAl Ghazi Khan, he was the:
first of the Mongol princes who accepted Islamn, and com-
piled, through his great scholars, a true and full history of
1 the Mongols for the benefit of posterity; from which work,
with others, Abtl Ghazi himself devived the matcrials for

. his own most valuable history.! 'All this is creditable to

. the follower of the great Genghis after the interval of nearly
| a century. ' But by this time the Mongols are well absorbed
into the native population; and while Persian: literature
" and thought continues at jts hagh-water tharl, the jenergies
of the race of Holag are exhausted.  The last of the line
was himself a poet and patron of poets, yet the weakest _
of rulers.? ]
The Mongols in Iran remind us of a vast nnbuloslty,
-susceptible of being nioulded and condensed into transi-
tional systems by the play of forces that long preceded
and long outlived them. And this was prefigured in the
really great man by whom they were originally set in mo-
tion and inspired with unity, and to whom every branch of
their tree goes back,  Certainly their first barbarcus) cam-
paigns, and the establishment of their thrones put an end
. to the intellectual life of Asia, for the moment. The great
cities, like Bokhara and Samarkand, though rising again
into splendor, became seats of a narrower culture, more
‘casuistical, theological, and mystic, than before,  The
Mongolians, it is said, in explanation of this, destroyed
' the Iranian population of the towns, and with them the
really persistent and gifted classes, both in practical and
mental life? But it was not long before the infusion of
more vital blood quickened much that had lain dead, and
‘brought into play what needed only a more favorabie' soil,
In fact, the Iranian population was efteminate, compared

! See p. g0 of translation (1750). * Hammer-Purgstall, ii. 270, 311, 312,
"% Vambéry 3 Bokkara, p. 135
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W‘Ith theae hardy n.omzzds 1t s to be rcmembered that:ﬂ :

o thie invasions were for the most part undertaken as military’ =

| reprisals, or in that spitit of destruction which silénced | |
all higher aims.. C:engl'ns was led to invade Iran by the !
' assassination of four hundred spies whom he had sent eltas .
‘guised as merchants to Otrar, by Sultan Mohammed of |

Khahrezm (1214).%  His devastation of the older cities was
. horrible beyond descrlptxon but/after all he stands in his- i
| tory for much more than a destroyer, . Genghis Khan was

a legislator, | His' laws, indeed, though called unchange-

table, were suited to concentrate nomadic tube% upon con-
| quests, not to scrve as statutes of a fixed empire. Born i
nearly six hundred years after Mahomet, he was the father
of political changes almost as tremendous, and seems to
have held himself under commission froma God of gods.
At his coronation, according to the tradition, a Shaman of
the family of his wife, commonly called Buat Tangd, “the
Tmage of God,” and believed to have relations with the
: Divinity, uttered a revelation bidding him change his name
from Tam0zin to Genghis (or the Greatest One).® The great
Mongol historian speaks of him at death as ascending to
“Tangri his Father,” after pronouncing such noble senti-
ments to his wife and sons as these:  Live in unity,~this
endures forever; the bodyis bom and di¢s.  The soul of
every deed is this: to be fulfilled when it is undertaken.
Hi¢ soul is impregnable who holds firmly to his promise. |

Shape thyself in some degree according to the wrshes. GE R

others, that you may live in harmony with many.” His
life, as 'given by the same authority, is a strange mixture
of magnanimity and treachery, of faithfulness to his wife
and his early friends, and violent passions prompfing to
the murder of his own brothers. The truth of his record is
as hosrible a page of bloodshed and destruction as history

1 YVambéry 1 Bobhara, p 14 ® Ihidi porrge
I 2 Abal Ghazi, p. 78 )
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' that he was born with & picce 'of blood-clot in ‘his handZ2

_ His laws ‘or | prohibitions® are  against. liars, enchanters,
. thieves, disbelievers in nomadic supetstitions, inhospitality,
| titles, ‘and artificial honors. | He, allows no precedence but
that of merit, frecly consorts with his chiefs, and opens his

' treasuty to the whole mass of his followers. His tolera-

tion is complete.  His armies are disciplined by the great

hants, of immemorial use in| Northern Asia.  Men are ' I

| punished for crime with whipping or death; and‘onc of i
. their chief duties is, to be unwashed.  Blind obedience to

' the Khan is the religion of the Statey and to point with his o
finger is to confer an office;  Alllwomen are at his diss

posal. The succession is hereditary, though to be ratified !
by the assembly of chiefs, Kuriltai, I1bn Batiita speaks of a
law that this assembly shall have the right to depose the!
Khan if he violate the unchangeable Code of Genghis!
| 4 Be guiet among yourselves, but swoop on the foe like
‘a hungry hawk”  Nothing is more emphasized than the
need of unity in families, probably because nothing was
more constantly violated. Hence the story of his par-
Luble to his sons of the bundle of rods, which could be
broken only by separating them ; and of the two serpents,
oneé with many tails and one head, and the other with one
tail and many heads. . All religions are equally good and
equally subservient to his will;  and all, whether Uighur,
Confuian, Buddhist, or Nestorian, bent before it. While
that strange master of the world was divining with the
shoulder-blade of a ram, traders of tribes ‘and priests of
all religions were dwelling at his court in Kara-Korum,
amticst the art and riches|of all nations ' from Paris to
Cathay? Here was a prestige of unity which promised
By ! Sl

1 Futton s Comiral A siey chap. iv. A 2 Pre Mailla.

3 Futtods - Hammer- Purgstall, i 22, 23, 36-40. i y
(4 1bn Batita, chap. xiiis i o Hutton . Central Asiay pp 93795
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bered the all-embracing sway of Cyrus, of Alexander,.

| Ntshirvan, of the first successors of the Prophet. The A

Mongol soon exchanged his free Deism for the sway of

Mahomet, Ghazan was the first to establish Islam again il

.1

as the religion of Persia, and the Mongol empire, absorbed
into the intellectual genius of Persia, was broken in pieces
by her spirit of local independence. | Here also the con~
queror yielded to the conquered, and their f one world,
one Khan,? in less than a century had melted into frags
ments before the Sun of Iran,  Like children who, when
their passionate impulses are satisfied, turn dirertly to the
very opposite extreme of good-nature and good-will, or,
we may say, odcillate between destructive and construetive
instincts, so the Mongols turned swiftly from their rage to
rebuild the deserts they had made. ;
Qguotai, tiiz-; son of Genghis, took the great astronomer,
geographer, and statesman of China, Yeliu Chutsai, —a
Tartar by origin, a Chinese by education, — to reorganize.
the empire.  This great man * stood like a providence be-
tween oppressor and oppressed; ” taught the rude dutocrat
the Platonic rule to! set fit men to all functibns. whether
of making porcelain or making laws; and by his medical
skill saved countless lives, ¢ We are all travellers here:

let us try to live in the memory of men,”  “We cantiot =

" return from the grave: let us lay up our treasures in the
people’s hearts.” | In the midst of these horrible days of

blood, the great vizier is seen opening the treasures to the

poor.  He: declared that he won his victories by putting
each soldier in his propet place and work, and sending
dullards to the rear!  His troops were really bejter than
those of the old empires they invaded. It was the simple
fare, the self-reliance, the content in barest necessities (the
bottle of milk, the earthen pot and tent, the horse’s blood

1 Howorth 5 fistery of Mongolsy i 1o,




in drought), that gave them the advantage over lwmmus

| mercenaries, They had Greek fire, could mine; and wore

better armor than their foes Their obstinacy in besiegs
ing towns was invineible, In spite of his intense Tslamisnt,
Timtr wids 4 great devotée of the code of (Genghis, and
| tipheld it against the Mahometan priesthood, and followed
‘Genghis in his military organization of the conguered na-
tions. The civil organization was not less perfectd
Then followed @ new wave from the same great chaotic
_ocean.  Genghis reappeared in his more terrible political
descendant, Timtr the “Lame,” to reconstruct the vanish=
ing unity of the!Mongol world, and sway with the samé

L erude forces the sword of destruction and the sovereignty i

© of despotic law, « From his throse in Samarkand this Titan
L of the fourteenth century called into being the greatest
empire ever seen in Asia, and seemed to extinguish in his
oné resistiess will the imniemorial antagonism of Iran and
Taran,  Well might the survival of ‘the old native mythol-
ogy of the land give his infancy the white hair of sovereign
' age, which had miraculouly marked the birth of the father
of Hheroes, the mighty Z4l. Resembling (GGenghis in his
barbarian instinets, in cruelty, self-indulgence, lusty and ab-
solutely unlimited ambition, he posscssed other qualities
which grew out of a ¢loser acquaintance than his ancestors
had with the wealth and culture of Tram.  The legend that
lie vowed in hid chitdhood, under prescience of greatness, '
to destroy no human life, points to Buddhistic influence®
He had other great isstincts of justice and truth, and a
munificence past all parallel, doing nothing save on the
most prodigious scale, like an incarmate omnipotence.  He
was a patron of science and poetry, himself fond of the
society of the scholars and artists of his day, an authot as
well as a legislator of no mean order. He is beligyed to

+ Howorth, il 68 Also Marco Palo. * Vimbéry, pi 173
3 Markhaty: History of Persiay 185



|| 'have improved or altered the gdme of chess. His works
| &f refigios art in Persia and India were magnificerit ‘and
| his vast system of colonization filled' the great cities'i.-fc_'a{ﬁ.'il"_ |
| leastarn -ﬂ.sia,'jéépci:‘idﬂy'Sﬁniarkarid-.‘wi-h the splendor of |
all arts and sciences known to the West} | Such n specta- |
clé was never scen before ot since, — camps of ten thousand.
| tents, gorgeous and sweeping, surrounded by shops, trades,
and all the Tuxuries of the world; of a splendor like that of
the  Arabian Nights; ! athletics, jousts, clephant-games®
Vet he is himself described as plunged in scosual excesses |
arid savage caprices, and his court as a scene of wild was=
sadl, in which the ambassadors of European States were
expectad to do their part.  He was acquainted with several
latiguages, and his Institutes (modelied largely on those of
Genghis) were said to have been wise and strong enough
to secare such order throughout his dominions that *a
child ‘might carry a purse of gold everywhere without
fear” The merciless destroyer of cities and generations,
the petty tyrant who was said to ave governed his thirty-
six sons with the whip, was seen in far other capacitics
also; preserving the mosques, scholars, and hospitals of
Bagdad from injury by his troops ; disconrsing compliments
with the poet Hifiz; building a- mosque of forty-eight
columns, with ninety trained elephants; administering pen-
alties for crime with perfect impartiality towards vich and i
poor; and in his Thstitutes commanding generous freatell b
ment of suppliant or fallen foes, and following the best of
the old Sassanian rules concerning taxation and improve-
ment of lands® ' KA A o

Every great cvent was by this son of destruction per<
petuated by some tmagnificent architectural monument, to
construct which artists were colonized from Persia, Syria,

w i

i

1 Hes Futton®s full accudnt of his court, from the Spanish ambassadors in the hegin _;‘- 5
| of the sixteenth gentury.  Central dusta, chap. vi- i
2 Vambéry, p. 293 8 Markham ; Bistory'of Pevsia, p. 205,
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and the furthest West Splenchcl indeed, they were, wmh i
arabesques of blue and gold and giand mosaic tiles re- |
flecting back the sun. This annibilator of cities brought
the “weavers of Damascus, the cotton- manufacturers of

Aleppo, cloth-workers of Angora, goldsmiths of Turkey

Jand Georgia, — clever artisans of cvery dcscnpnon,—-—to i
make Samarkand the emporium of Asiatic trade” This
‘was certainly less of the nature of destructwn th'm of Lhat'
redistribution of matter in which progress cons:sts. j

Again, Timtr was a Turk, and put down the Mongol {0

lift up the Turk, ~institutions, language, and all; and his

Turkish revival was intellectual, especially from a religious
and mystical point of view. Scholarship was patronized.
Colleges in great numbers still excite the wonder of visitors
to Bokhara, In fact, the rude Turk established * the most
brilliant empire known to the history of Islam, except that!
of the Omeyyads in Spain and that of the first Abbasides
in Arabistan.” DjaAmi, master of sciences; Suhail, trans-
lator of Pilpay; Ali Shir Amir, defender of Turkish nation-
ality against all traducers, and builder of hundreds of
| benevolent edifices, and above all the writer of the charm-
" ing and wonderful picture of Oricntal beliefs and record
of noble thoughts, the Dabistin, — were  some of the
personal glories of this reign.

Again the empire of the nomad, reared in a d'ay, dis-
appears from the scene at nightfall, like the tents from
which it came, With Timir's death begin division and
disintegration, and the Uzbeg Tartars and Turcomans
sweep over the land. But Iran is not dead. Barber, a
child of Genghis's race, but of such higher type as the
Mongol could not but win from her traditions, the pupil
of the Shah-Nameh as well as the Koran,? famous for many
noble traits, though of the old race of destroying angels, —
begins the great Mogul empire in eastern lran and northern

1 Gilbon, chap. lxv. : 4 Hutton, chap. vii.
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- Indm wh:}e Ismaﬂ descendant of an Imém or Suﬁ sa‘mt i

sets up a native kingdom in Persia, in the name of Ali and |/

‘the Shiites, and expels the Uzbegs from Khorassan; and
. with this Soffarian’ dynasty Persia enters on a new careet.
In 1600 A.D, if Mainwaring’s account of Sir Anthony
Sherley's mission to the court of Abbas the Great is'to be
relied on, notwithstanding many of the old barbaritics of
| absolute power, the country was still kept in such order by
that monarch that “a ‘man could travel through it 'with
only/arod in his hand, without i hurt; and the people
‘were very friendly to strangers,” ——a contrast to his bar-
barous! treatment of the Turks in Syria and elsewherel
The swift revival of the Ottoman power of Asia, under
Mahomet L and Amurath; after its utter overthrow by
Tamerlane, is evidence of the vecuperative force of Mos-
lem civilization, if of nothing else.

' So emerge the old traditions, thé ineradicable forces of
the native genius, above the wastes of the Mongol deluge.
(One of the strongest evidences of this is'in the admiration
with which, in spite of his barbarities, the life and deeds of
the tetrible Timér have been regarded by his Mussnlman
subjects.

The work, which passes under the name of “ Timir's L :fe j
and Institutes,” purporting to have been written by himself,

is not mentioned by his earliest biographer, Sherif-t-d Din, |
who wrote at the command of his grandson from journals

kept by the great Khan's secretaries, It was found in man-
uscript in a library in Yemen; and the intense devotion to
Islam ascribéd in it to the great congueror points strongly
to a late ‘origin, It proves, at all events, the impression
'eft by his career on the Mussulman nations, We should
e careful, therefore, not to trust too implicitly the ideal
‘etuge it draws of his virtues, though many of his most
uel actions in war are not concealed; and the apparent

1 The Three Brothers (London, 18a8); vy 87, a3-40, 67,
45 '




' moral contradictions are sich as everywhere strile
i st M ongel charaeter il et e B Y I L, )
The style greatly resembles that of the old Assyrian
kings, except in the stronger emphasis on humanity and
justice,  His invasions are usually justificd on the same
; ~ground that such and such a nation “ rebelled,” —in other
. words, did not accept. his assumption of divine right to
10 mile the world, - Against, unbelievers, especially Supnites,!
' he had a general commission in full to ravage and destray. |
' He held it his duty to invade every oppressed land and
| every land divided by heresy2 Tt was the crucl oppression |

' him to punish them.® He claims to have been stirred to

conquest by a holy Mussulman father,* who predicts his'

| glory, directs his steps, and with, commonplaces of ethics
and religion purifies his political measures, | The burden
“of his autobiography is ¢ “ 1 acted according to my word ;|
1 regarded the rich as my brethren, the poor as my chil-
dren? I caused no’one to suffer for the guilt of another,
|/ These who had done me injury in battle, when they sued |
 for mercy T received with kindness, and forget their evil
courses, and so treated them that suspicion was plucked
out of their hearts, 1 delivered the oppressed from the
hand of the oppressor® Khodaudaud once said, to ‘me,!
: ':Forgi_ve'thine enemy ; but if he then return to “enmity,
turn him over to the justice of the Almighty.’ 7 I associ-
.@ted with the good and learned ; chose out the pm;pl'wt and .
the teacher, the philosopher and the historian (net poets).
1 gained their affections, and entreated their prayers and
their support? I appointed intelligent reporters int every
kingdom to keep me informed of the conduct of the troop:
and of the people? I gaverewards and wages to deservin

1]
\ ) A gt g 4 ki ¥ e
A Pustitutns, trane, p 359 0 2B poass 8 Tbid,, pi v
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e the Uzbeg dynasties towards ‘“the ¥ aighful” that roused |
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! _=".aold;ers in their. ald. agt‘ & gathﬁre,d memlamtsand tnawr' ‘_"
" ellers about me.? 1 ;pardoned all criminals for just of-
| fences® Ministers ave not to take bribes or speak evil;

bt they sball do gaod to the man who docth evil to them,

that he may return to friendship  Every one's hownse
should be safe from intrusion by troops; every ope have

| fair trial before pumshment"* and be piotepi(_d m hls

iabm‘ s .

. The extreme mmutgncss ascrlbed to hss Qrgamzatton, 4
wespecially of the army, must be founded on historical
‘traditions,  His devotion to religion and high morality,
whether anthentic or not, is certainly intended to be un-
exceptionable. He draws omens from the Koran for every
act of his life; hears woices proclaiming Lis coming itri-
nmph; seeks in all things to know the will of God: 7
weeps in prayer; # declares that victory is notin numbers,
but from above;? that every empite not cstablished in
morality and religion shall pass away; 0 that offices in an
carthly empire are symbols of those in the kingdom of
God M 'He resolves to be a king through liberality and
generosity and tenderness towards those that have sep-
~arated themselves from him.J2

Here then is a connection between the conquests of the
Mongols and the progress of civilization, which Gibbon,

in his brilliant summaries of the external facts, dogs not 4 e
scem to have divined. Here, too, is full confirmation of '

the principle of Universal Religion, — that the apparent
‘averturns of civilization by barbarian hordes at the inter-

vals of ancient history are really steps of_'ct:ullstructioﬁ."_

The vitality of ideas and culture is so invincible, that their !

touch transforms the rudest swarms, the fiercest instincts it

of human nature, into ministers of natural vigor and stimu-

T T Ibids, p. atg 8 1bid., p. arg.
& Ibad., pp. 260, a6r, 285, B 1bid., pp: 3475 349- € Ihids, p. 2cde
T Ibid., pp. o4 73, B, 131 & Ibid.; p. 5. 9 Thid., p. 7

0 1bid., p. 273 1L Ibids, p. 201 19 Thidk, pp:'s5, 65,
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Juvenebcence which mark the reigh of the great Kh'ba.—
lai Khan., i1 Ag the, MOngois ‘controlled the comm i

ectua.lly 50 long ‘as they remained powerful, eastern
and. western nations were brought together, and reacted
on one another, T have no'doubt that the art of printing,

by means of Mongol mﬂuence from the f.arthest Last. :

R

i1 Howorth : Hmm--c te' Mmgm.l m

] cafiotts between these various centres, and protected them-f

| the mariner’s compass, fire-arms, and a great many details i

: _ofsocml life were not discovered in Europe, but 1mported G S
R AN






ik :- ide and Tattar and Arab dynasties which succeeded: .

| THE. SHAH--NAMEH OR, BOOK OF KINGS

TF - we may measure the worth of a natioml opos bv the oy
duration of its elements in the love and faith of the /!
i nanon and their reach over the phases of its conscions- | |
| ness, no poem of this n«lture can be compared w;th the Hie
Shah-Nameh of Firddst. The names and legends of its
‘earlier portian belong to the oldest religious mythology
of Tran, in its main features outlined two thousand yrears
| before this consummate artist wrought their heroic inter-
pretation into quca,l completeness. And he assures us,
with an earnestness to which the highest authority must
be conceded upon every grouud that he has faithfully
~adhered to their spirit in the poetic form which they have
assumed under his hand.! The pmplc of Iran received
this. supPrb national apotheosis by 2 follower of Islam as
the Athenians received the Jove of Phidias or the Pallas of
the Acrupn'm —as a real reproduction of their religious I
‘and political traditions. To the spaces of time covered
by its colossal plan the IHomeric period is ‘a vanishing
point. It reaches from the earliest to the Ia.test hour of
Iranian life, from the first mythic kmgq to thn, last. ba%a.h-'

. From the ‘gardens of Mahmad of Ghazmi, the post: 0{_-i'
the tenth Christian century, overlooks. this immeasurable
caravan of the ages, and summons every dear ma_lestu.. i
form, as it pnssm, to bear witness to the heroic ideal, aml R

1 "‘fmt theus iegeu:la i sted gubstantially as he givesthem, in 1he filth century (ﬁvu ‘hnu-- ;
cdred years hefore). s clowy frov the Armenian listovian, Moses of Chorene. - That. the sime., Aoy

i et of ‘earlier ages, io equially certain: from the testimony of the Awesa. And allwe ean |0

learn in ather ways cancerning the beliefs of the chacire pariods of Persian history, anwullq;'
the vaice of the nation itself, tonfirnis the conclusion, | i




_ ! ,bo lxve anew. as a ﬁt constltuent of : an unmortal whole. Far i
.from being, like the Uiad, the fixed plcture ‘of an car P
| period transmltted ‘through later social structures, the;”

) which for a thousand years of national vicissitude: hadl
" been. dcmmulatmg vithout stmctu1a1 relatlom._ For ted

| poptlar leart; had thert been gathered i in some rude shape, |
. not now to be d:scmcred only to be. left ayain vnth—-

| anity of slcrmﬁcam‘:c wluch comes only by the :dsalmm BE
g 4 artl _
i he Shﬁthﬁmeh is none the less 4 true hiqtory ol' ctnc1cr1t' '
Iran for the impos ssibility of comnnecting its earlier heroic
 sagas with known personages and events, | It is the im-
I_:-mo*rtal soul of ‘a process whose material form has returned
' fo the dust, and whose details may well be spared in view
of 'the ideal essence so tenderly drawn forth and s acrodly "
guarded by time. The stages of history are of value not 3
| as that endless succession of details' to which the sensa-
! tional school wonld reduce them, but as steps in the
\évolution 'of eternal principles, as advancing interoreta-
"tions of the same all-embracing laws of ltfe 1'ecognm.d
'.successwe:y upot higher and higher planes of human
_ _Ie*ipenmce. | Thus every successive outlook symbolaze@
© . higher in the ascents of spirif, and leads on to it by a
" necessity which at once resides in the unity of human
 nature and assures ity fu]l expansion.’ lt-lb the functlun'

{4 phe ,gmater part of the blzah Nameh, derived from the Churl.‘h Niaeh, was wholly
-unatqumnted with actual history. 1t is tharoughly mytlieal #ill 3¢ comes (dowwa 1o e Gas-
sanian period, and even there it shows 4 great paucity of bistorieal mnterial, giving raafly
seramonies and sentenced ;. bt s it apprmtrhe« the Jater kings of that dynasty, it s&gm acr

L gheiotanee with both events and persons. . Nuldeke soys that no better conncetm! ecount of
Lo this dyniasty has been given than ilhie C}mdﬁr‘ﬁmah{p‘xm) Thi Trean warg are, halle\red
by Oppert to remc o Medm fa :he scenc i thc epn:‘ .md as mhabnuﬁ by Tumnian: :rihem

work of [k lrdﬁm was - his  own creation ot of mdtcnals A
_'-,cantunes of national dccay they had lived only) in tht..-"f'..

| out pmtectxon for hundreds of years more, finally to be
Combmecl ‘with later traéltxons into one faming constei-_-
Jat;on, in which all their cthm(al phulomena asstme the |



THE SﬂAiI-NAMEH

i of thf,- 1deai in hxstary, of what are-fitly called the ﬁne arts,’

| to fix and transmit these, interpretations of Nature in' their || i

I_-'.puv'e essence, by a fine climination of all perishable md.','...
| confusing details, for the joy and solace and noble culture

af manlund In this sense the Shah-Nameh of Firdost '-

- will be med ‘to contain the whole history of the Imman-"'
- mind, ! ' gy
sdihe; attempts of ingenious rschohrsl to identlt} its herow.' '
with Median and Scythian kings, as known to us through
 Herodotus and other Greek writers; or with. the great
Achamenidan line, are based on slight resemblances, on
'arbrtlary etymologies, and on features proceeding from
gencral laws in the structure of the national legend.  With
the exception of the latest personages of the epos, inclu~
" sive of Iskander, the theory has ‘no valid '1pphcafmn, angd
is in fact set aside by the obvious derivation of the Shah-
Nameh names from these which figure in the old Avesta,
and especially in the Vendidad Sade; and by the fact that
legends not found in the Avesta were certainly based on
-'equally antique traditions of the same cyale. . Their con-
‘nection with the past is ideal. Tt is explicable only by
. the special correspondence of the Iranian mind in the or-
der of human progress—as we have endeavored to demon-.
strate -— to the advent of conscious Will, to the entrance

- of personality among the all- ~mastering and all—eonﬂmnd~ L AT
“ing forces, natural and social, which pleceded it Iraman'-
lite transformed abstract ideas into persons; turm.u fatatia) L
ties into living choice and the dualism of the will; pug! i

positive men and women in place of oppressive uniformi-
ties of mind or sense. Thereforelits psychological his-

tory is not a record of saints, like Hindu idealism, nor of |
mechanical producers, like Chinese positivism ; but a tale

of léroes, a Shah-Nameh, semi- myth, semi- hzstory, yet

altogether human and personal. . The epic of FirdQst is

1Sut Gobingaw' Hitire dos Perses) | Malcol - H:.ssorga o Pevsia,




*\m teh| ames are sons of wondrous lineage. ' In ’Lhe-' gty
'-__.Aves*a t"cse namcs were develepments of 'the ‘oldar
 Aryan eonception of striggle between the “'Iatule:«pow::rs:“-'j
“of good and evil, light and darkness.  The social and polit.
iical relations of the Iranian tribes with each other and with

em inte dlstmct ethical types, represgnted in fam:ly-tra— '
{ dstlons, rhymed histories, hattiral songs; held togetl:e by

-mentdl—_ fact. With the growth of the Zoroastrian cultus,
historical persons and events were brought under th& maove
poqﬂ‘:we]y religious ‘aspect of Dualism, while the ethical
and hetoic meanings remained on' the whole unchanged.
F1naliy, the glorious nationality of the Sassanidee, and its
| tragic struggle with the Arab and the Roman, transfased
| this religious tradition with the pathos of actual historic
difert Thus /fone dominant consciousness of a prc:found ;
. troth] wrought over and over again into fresh forms of ex-
pperience, has given soul and shape to the great epic of
. /Percia. The stblime idealization of which Fird(st was the
- u-;;rcomc ‘was the unbroken evolution of twenty centiries.
11 Long before the Sassanian revival, probably long before
L the  great Achmmenidan days; these anthlte personalities
. had been the inspiration and solace of the national heurt;
and'in that social disintegration which lasted through the
" Seleucide and Parthian dynasttes, they were the refuge
of 'the vVigorous tribes of eastern Tran, wh:ch néver came
'wholly under ‘the power of the invaders.’ In them these
 tribes cherished the true Iranian ideal of individual Wil —
' Titanie forces of personal independence and moral. ardbr,_.
. forever fated to noble strife. It was a splc’nchd tas’k whwh i

-."_nmghbormg ruder tribes multiplied these ﬁgures and raissd |

| the national interpretation of the strife of natural forcesas
. moral and spiritual — that is, 2 human, not a merely ele-



- ward to be immortalized in the tribute of that very vace

THE SHM;-NA‘HEH.

| ap»pa;ently withdrawn forever, and it has bean' thcir re—--f'-"

rand rehgmn that saemed to have qwept them into oblivion; .'
' for Firdtsi was a Mahometan, like the Ghaznevide mon- '
arch who chose him for this sublime function, but the--_;'_-. _
Persran xdeals had ovelswept the poet’s soul. A thousand |
years had pas&.ed since these isolated Lastern tribes had '
‘passed under Arab and Tartar dynasties. ‘Through all
\ these centaries they had gained the aacendmcy over their
masters tol higher cultures; and at last it was for one

mighty birth to show all coming ages how they had seized
upon these rude Centaurs, inspired them with splendid
ideals, and by their own life in death lifted them into an
(immortal sphere. Huch the message of the hh'ih I‘mmc
to: mankind, '

‘Before prOCE:Ldan’ to a funer statement of wha’c we have )
. ndalled the dominant idea of this epic; some Account must
| I:w given of its immediate origin. : - it

It is the merit of the Sassanian kmgs to ha\re brought' iy
the national legcnds tothher, probably the oldebt of'| thcm'_.
otit of eastern Iran, and compiled a kind of prose chroni-
cle, known under the different titles of Basitan-Nameh ” | 1
(Ancient Book), and “Khodai-Nameh " (Book of Kings or
Gods)!  The real depositaries of these local or tribal tra
ditions were, however, the proprietary chiefs (DiZ. Mm?ﬂ), :
a territorial aristocracy who preserved their social pride
and inflience through all the vicissitudes of the nation
down to the latest caliphs. = Their title reflects the, spirit
of the Avesta, for Dihkin has the sense of cultivator as
well as chronicler. Firdisi tells us that it was from this '
class of persons that he derived the best information, and'
his references to them are frequent, as of final authority ?

i i Muhi ‘.I_SM?&_ CNamels i x| A l"bul_.,x'l\_u. o



i Am:mg iﬂf;é'se_- chiefs we havercpelﬁeﬂ the Z"ﬁﬁm:ﬂ. of Di
nishvar: as. compiler of the Baaitahﬁ&méh by commaud_

..,.'._,;_'oi' the last Hassanide king (A, D, 652). It would be safe.
o ascribe i larger -,hare in the coilgctmn of such materxals_

'-'to the literary culture of the catlie reign of Nt‘ishxrvﬁrt !

St m the sixth ccntury,. ‘Like. all other pmductwns ot that ]

-"'.iper;od they were tmdoubtedly i the Pehlavi tongue*,.'

bt ¢ ey: must have been translated in’ great dc.gzce oty

 of the Bactrian and other old. Persian dialects. Firdast
anay well have used seme of these older sources in pre-

' '-,"parmg hlS versmns in the l"ﬁrui‘ masmuch as the, poet’
. home was in ‘castern. Tran, and the litevary and religious
\treasures of that portion of the conquerud country would

‘be most likely to have escaped the desti uctwe ianat;cmn

.Of Tslamy, /000 : (e

Lt ds recorded that Om‘tr was at first mc‘lmad to spare the
heroic chromcle‘s, whose rchgmn was as free ﬁ'om zdolatry

« as that of the Koran, | But his puritanism was $o shocked
by the myth of the Simurgh and the white-haired child |
" mursed in her nest, and perhaps by the fire-cult: of the

-.."'I-'_,heroen, that  he ‘consigned the whole mass of mational

legends to destruction, as dangerous to the true faith!
However this may be, it is ‘certain, that here, as' in 'their

whole history, the Arab marauders werc led by a purpose

higher than they knew, and that their desert creed was
warmed and expanded by the rich lore of Tran. They be-
came, the apt pupils of this npe culture, ' We find their

i - historians busy from the first in keepmg alive the poetic

i tradxtlons of their subjects, while naturally doing; their best
[0 suppress. all remembrance of the glorious Achmmenidan
 kings,  They treated the old mythic wars of Iran and
Turan as genuine lnstnry, ‘adding only  the well- known
' naries and events af recent fimes, 'lhu ruiar% of eastgm

e l‘t is bnlimd that lhe &anuuuanou of insane hgends in tlm &’amx {xzsu 6} :eﬁets lo
| these msfths- } i ! TR




_. j | Ben Leis, a) Samanide, or pethaps a king half a century i
(i laten, has the Bamtann\cnmh turned {rom Pehlevi into

4 'bramers and pewtemrs, slaves "'md robbers They ha‘cedr the'
47 cahphate of Bagdad, and were spurrcd by jealonsy of its
| glory to an um:rest 1 1:texaturc as well as’ to the ldst of h
"-',I'-E%Ql'lqtlf.“it . S TR i . G i) :
"The native rehmon ana culture took mfugc Wlth thosea-.- 1t
Iwarhlxe Soffarides, Samanides, Ghagnevides, whose convers
~ sion to Islam brought the ardor but not thc intolerance of
the Arali. ‘Three 11und:cd years after the conqueqt Jaktb

- Parsty and sets | his, court=puet Dakiki to. putting it 2 e

-rhyme But the poet dies and the work 'stops. I'wen&y
years. later, at the end! of the !cnth Christian’ ‘century,
the famous Mahmtd ‘of Ghazni resumes the undertaks
) ;mg, and after immense labors in gathering the materials.
j placr.ﬂ them in the hands of one to wiiose poetic. genius,
by common ' consent, they of 11ght belonged. ' The name
Jof! this king of Oriental poets was Abt] Kasim Manstir;
- but he 'is known ‘everywhere by the title/ given him by -
: -Mdhmﬂd which has never been dlbpuiLd --'F11dﬁ<ﬁ the_j'-.-'

_ Qmﬂ‘cr of Paradise. A J
" We must pause a: moment to! note the splendrd wt'xl:ty Lt
_' of this Iranian’ imagination as shown i in the history of Elenc

Shah-Nameh | We see it bringing to its feet the Arab
‘conquerors, and mal-.mgf the very ptinces of hated 'I‘u;a ,

its) zealous students and apostles We see it lifting on'its 11
‘wings to the highest sphere of fame the devout wm%htpperf_ SRR

of & Semitic God. " The exclzmvems‘; of creed faded ba- Y

fore its crosptl of heroic humanity. The rude chiefs who N

were struggling for the prize of 'the caliphate found them- .
selves obliged to pay court to mative genius, and appeal

t0 it resources against the foreign: dynasty enthroned i S

Bagc!acl m thc name of Mahomet himself, their common-'

1 Ven S-‘.hacl: Hr(dc- nseen @ 2 rtfm:, 135




i ;holdmg ﬁrmly to the I’eman s:da of Lhe grc.at qchism'whmh':'
-'-'i'_._"dmded Islam, Mahmﬁd on the other hand, was. S'%»f
A o Th;s fact may in part exp’lam the m:sundersm

: ._".-whtch imbittered the poet’s relations with his royal p
(land bmught the lord: of many kmgdoms to the, lose of"a j
:-glor‘y ‘that was worth them  all; | In his whole bcard_'--
: ,._Inrdﬁsi* .stands ah the eEbth&t,lC ideal of ithe ‘mavions dnall
| respects he is a genuine Persian, Poasesqed from’ ‘child-

hood with tho'greal idea which his Lfe’s’ work: mundbd
© into full expression, he began colit,ctmg and vemfy:hg t‘le;'.
1 :'hero;c traditions around him with the dawning of his. poetic
| isense. It is recorded of his boyhood, that the decayed
'_.'ﬁcond1tmn of a very ancient dike near his home. in' Kho-

| rassan so moved his sorrow for the ot of his native. prov-
" ince that he formed the resolution to rebuild it as, soon
ki _'.-'as ‘he could, earn’ the mcanﬂ, and never forgot 111;. TOW.
. By his thlrty-51 xth year his epic ideal, growing in secret, ;
like a young plant whose organs unfold one by one, had
/' taken distinct form. But though snatches of the worek had
-ﬂready attracted attention in Khorassan to what was aaing
‘on, it was not till considerably advanced-in life, that Fir-
 dist was called to take his due place among the lights of

L ‘the court of Mahmad, whose interest had been Awakened
| /by the pathetic story of Rustem and Ibfendlyﬁr». H:s own

- first love had been the tale of Feridin and Zohak, com-
: 'pia:'u,st type of the epic warfare of good and cvil; and he
| tells us that upen Mahmad’s birthday he had a vision, in
which the whole world geemed in commotion, and a divine .

' voice promised that all sorrow sholild pass away. before
. this new Feridiin; the, dthght of mankind. In a kind of
| poetie; tournament, Firdost so commended ‘himself above
"a'Ll the Court bards that 1t became ev:dcn’t. ihat i;he long-




_‘-5'011 dn gxtempc:re contest, in Wh'[Ch he amazed thesc literas

| to suffer for lack of food, as wellias made to fecl his de- !
| pendence by studied insults, Vet strange to say, he seems i

it s:tti g among lus compmmﬂs in verse, he,hald the caunﬁ
| dress of the provincial rhymer, he is said to have cried out,
4 i @nly poets, good. brotfxer, have admission to this society.
il 11 am a poct,“’ mswmed Firdiist, and entered at once

'pontxﬁ’c; by his familiarity with the national legend and his |
. brilliant improvisation. LA beautiful rcmr{enca in the royal \ |
- gardens, adorned with ‘nable works ‘of art, was placed at
his disposal, with all the literacy treasures of the State, and
the | poet’s genius guarded against intrusion as a sacred
trust.  As the work procecded, pottions wete réad to
M"hmﬁd from time to time amidst festal dance and song.
" The delighted monarch promised a piece of gold for every, |
| distich, and would have paid it down as it became due, but _
for'k I‘rrdfmt's preference to receive the whole at once at the EAT
elnse of his work and devote st to fulﬁ]llng the dream of fi
s yroudhl i Ay _
But the kmg of! bards wab not exempt from the 1r0ny i

which ever pursues ideal aims,  Such ewccptton'ﬂ honors-.. _
could not escape envy, and ‘Mahmfd 'seems to have been. LD
jopc,n to intriguing tongues, _l:ke d_}l- of his ._c.{ag_s__. W are L
amazed, however, to hear that the poet was even permitted

to have been recognized during all this time as the greatest
- of poets, and the praises of the growing Shah-Ndmeh were

on every tongue.  Even in the latest portion of his werk,-;-'.
that which celebrates the Sassanian line, he still sounds
the trumpet’ {or his royal patron. If ‘there was really ‘any |
‘grownd in’ his external relations for the sorrowfil tone |
-whu:h pervades his personal eplsodcs.uf the admired pot.t.'

1 Von Hamnoer: (;tsuhch‘cd sehdm, ek, Per.mm, b5t
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.'-Ipromoter Qf the arts Buf; 2 more pro ble Rey to. thﬁ mys~ :
| tery may be found in suspicums as to his arthodoxy e
| story, however, can hardly be {:redﬁed that he fell at \Iah, il
| mOd's feet and denied the faith which he strenu ously asserted
| inmany passages of his poer. | Even at the close of his life
" he reafﬁrmwl ﬂw: cmcd of Ali in mdxgn’ant terma, denoun—

in
s certam that the km.g d:struqred I'urnll aIlcgmg hat hlS
native Tis was noted for its scepticism.t  He who had
brought all the picty of Tslam to bear tribute to the bated
| fire-worshippers, and glorified the Iegenda of unbclmvem '
o with the glow of a monotheism believed to be sacred to |
| the Koran alone, who was awakening germs of comparas
. tive religion in the quiet ferment of Iranian, Semitic, and
Tartar nationalities around him, may well have excited the
! religious, jealousy of a Mahometan prince,  Nor would |
it' be strange if interested rivals should haye produced a
i «gradual alienation from the genius which could evoke to

life all the national enthusiasm for a glotious past. '
| At all events, the life of the poet henceforth was a
‘tragedy.  The death of an idolized son. added grlc.f o
disappointment.

#Beloved _compam:m of my s'orrowing years,

Why hast thou ehosen another path than mine?

Is it to greet new friends, thou leavest me 7

| Wearied of life in youth, thou yieldest me its woes.

. Blood dims my eyes ; the world of light is his,

But!there he will kis {athér's place prepare,
|| 10ld age has ‘come, no kindred soul remains .

Wet am I séen by one who for my coming yearns. |
1 Alas! that be has passed, s0 young, without one brief t'a.rewell 2

The thcouragements of his poe,ltlon, ‘and a keqn ﬁ:ns&
of sc.htudc and of *the lapse of life, expmm the frmqutnt
[ } Von' 'Eiwmur, p' 330, 1 7




it _f(}hosrﬁ’ m,tmn, uddmly breaks forth ot 'j;

| e roar of heast and. {ay of bird are both alike to me:

it amtwe e;acuiatmns ;u)d 'm«.d
i :l__iemle* current of his songh He conat'mtly rccurs !
| ungertainty of all, tt_mares and the ) need of camplete aﬂb

 mission to the will af God. . Thus in the poem of “X

._“ 1 AN pcor, forsaken 'rimlly, ‘and my love of ,nug is spent
. The cup of threescore years is drained ;' my thoughts are of the bie‘r.

AR that the rose's perfume digs] Alas, the Fersian word Hende
| Cuts like a sword L May it yet leavs me time

"_"[‘o tell one Saga more gram the ﬂlm ious days of old
T'obear 'y name ‘down when my life is dote, i ol
'1 I;en shall Hr=- save me there ) :ow, the Lord of' ﬁw@ld and tongue." i

At ln.st the great t‘lbk is donc and thc balt falls, stx zkmg :
i 'the toiler fo the earth, Mahmﬁd, alienated by 1:1?;r1gumt*'f
| courtiers, proves a niggard, and pays but a fraction of the
promised reward, . The “oittraged poet flings it away fora .
gla-,s bums this. latcst verses, puts on a delwshs Jobe,

. ‘shakes the dxmt of Ghaznt from his feet, and departs,

(i leaving the bittes satire which ‘cuts off the monarch's share
in an inheritance mightier far than the gold-heaps el

poured from the broken idol of Somnauch. 11 plunged | i

Jinto the sca of Mahmﬁd’s court and found no' pearlsi 0
| Ctwas the fault of ‘my star; how rould the sea ‘be blamed?

But my book was not writ for Mahmfid, 't is for. Al and:’ :
the Prophet.’ Say. rathet for humanity, for mlmortahty '
10 Poet! Well may the epos of honm', hcrmsm, and love,

 the high tragedy of Nemesis, dlprﬂSL with the coffer of'.

e shamcvxdc king, " The sense of royal lngratitude Mg
not aggravated by experience of public neglect.  As he |
wandered, like Dante, from court to court, pursued. B L
vindictive demands for his person, he found evetywhere'.:__’-if i
syrmgathy snd honori  Better still was the assurance of

"-1mmortal fame. 1 have filled the world with my prmse,'_-‘l

: aud wnen my breath depatts, I shall not die.”
! 46 ;




i :But ‘the mc;:und AWas mortal Returmng at last to his

: carly home, the old man heard a chlld repeat aline of

| satire, and the distress it produced in his mind ended only | |

 in'death. The legend says that the pnnc{_ of Tos, ptoba,-*_
U bly through tear of Mahmfd, refused o buty the heretic. |
[ with religious honors; but being warncd in'a dream,in |

which he saw Firdasi crowned in Paradlse, he rt,pented f

- and paid the {tribute duel - A
oA e dean hardly do justice to the ﬁeffltc.spect of ' N,cmus,-
Dt‘ to the less honordble rage of offended pride, without
1 lquoting from the mdxgnant response that thundered agaxmt !
| the insults of an ignoble king. Firdasi ascribes the con-
W of ‘Mahmid to his willingness to le nd his cat to

" malignant slanders, when he should Thave comiducd the
L debt which the poet’s g great work would lay upon mankind.
LA Mahmid ‘may despise it but let him understand that
'thls is to d:.fy the bolts of heaven: ; :

S ‘thl: the world endures, the wise s‘m]l Iove tius song, i
| For sl the mighty dead have heard its ¢all to lfes
| Not other claim, O King, could save thy name fmm death.
| Longas the world endures, this shrine shall ne er decay
Long have I Jabored, poor and ll-esteemud,
[/ And thou hast rudely broken faith with me 'a.t iaht
"1 made the earth a paradise, and Persia lwes agmn 1 ;
" ‘Hadst thoa not had a miser’s heart, my head were crowned mth gold
i Had Mahmd bem a, prince, my seat were at his sides ;
O rarely gener syus king, whose boon ’s a glass of beer |
' Bhalla siave’s sort lt,arn royalty? In Eden pknt) | .
A bitter root, and though the sweetest streams it drink, -
| Yet shall the bitterness nfect its fruit for aye, ||
Aud thow, the charcoal-maker’s son, art still Dblack as thy coa! |
Mg When I hefore the grc'u. Judge stand, dust on ray ‘head, A pray,
s O Lotd, burn thou lus aou1 in ﬂames, but. robe mv soul in hg_,ht g

Surely the poet. had a streal of thc. savage in lmn and the'
conscnous dlgmty of his claim finds pom endmg m th1s._

1 Molil sm .(ijﬁ, i :ditr




; for similar. smtence on his foes?

I

' 'f.'.s}'r;&r-x-ﬁ'mgu-

skl ﬁCatmn of 1ts seom as the Wor ld has accorde__ to_Da"'te

\/1lg was his, fate to die in the full sense of these wmug}_,,.
: -For when Mahmod at lasti came to recognize them, and

.I_'-.sent iuil payment w;th robes of honor to the sad old

S suiterer in hist native | town, the, messengers are said to R
i have met his funeral train passing from its gates. S ORI

' _.daught'er, stung like himself by yealq of injustice, proudly :

‘refused to receive the gift; but a sister, remembering the.j__ i )
' lcmgm«s of his clu%dhood, asked: that it . be cmpended (O LR

“accomplishing the object to which he would have: (Ievoted !

it had/ it been Lluly paid, 'So the ancient dilke was re-._

qiored with ‘the pricé of ht‘\weat sacrifice, and a 4 caravan-
.san} erected in his name) But a grander bulwark and a
sweeter hospice stand forever, of ' his c;I:urltu.a]. butlmn‘,, '

' for the heart of man,

The chronicler of hetoes shdred the destmy of his: greati :

" "'Irmu;ms, e a life-long strugole fot ideal ach:cvemcnt M

icesstul’ therein beyond all dream, but smitten by Ahriman’s
fiercest blows, a vu,Lr:;ry woi, like Rugtem 5.over Isﬁ.nd:yar,-

N ..’_L!rlder tervible conditions; the destmy of Good to be first | W

the victim of Evily and to rise to euthanasy through tc.ars'-
and blood, | i

His persecutldn served one good purpose whxch shctuld i

'not be overlooked. A proves him to have  been sm-'

'_ mundcd by powerful 'enemies, who would have almrpiy'--_
criticised ‘every 'aberration from ihe. traditions  of | Tranidih
That no such criticism has appeared, fully sustains hig|

v claim of entire fidelity to them.  The Mussulnan histo-:
| vian, writing @ century after his: death, and clalmmg Ko i

‘bave consulted an immense list of authorities, recopniZesiin i
Firdtst 4s his best and fullest sourcet | And so 1t has bc.en Wi

: ? Mpq{;m«f‘m‘”! rronrridhs.  Mohls SMJ.--NM:-&, i xlwih Flrdﬁﬁi’s poem; was wntlen .
| before the middie of the eleventh century (1020 A4 p. )/ A century’ earlier, Tabari had written




| ever since. None d:sputes his' ciaam. Hlis) tnumph has

- thade good his prophecy; and it lies in the higher planes
of thought. The romancers of later times, whose stus
‘pendous supcrmtural fictions turn the chaige into a com~,
 pliment, pr onounce his simplicity tame, finding truth not

in the imagination, but in wnbridled fancy, but none the Kot
less confessing his | reatness by imitating him when they

have need,  Thes¢ romaaccr*s, beginning with Nizdmi, open

~anew school of poetry, which wholly sacrifices historical or

tradztmnal connection to dramatic interest, and paints with - '

| the gorgeous colors that have given currency to the telling
oword persifiage, which no one would | apply to Firdlsi's

smple and carnest speech. Still later, Semitic influences
| cover the great personalities of the epicw ith Biblical asso-
ciations, genealogical (and other; absurdly mcungruous
~with their strictly Aryan character
An epic ig no mere compilation of ndnatweq, woven

| into connected and poetic form. It is in literature the

‘complete ideal of a nation, an epoch, @ civilization ;' and
its full literary personality, and every characteristic  trait
and tradition of the period and the people find in such a
supreme resultant their natural) place and meaning. . Of
‘those who regard the lliad as one connected work, some
suppose its central motive to be the personal relation of
. Achilles to the Greek chiefs; others find its pivotal point
in the, mege of Troy. But the epic significance of the Iliad
turns on no personal life or historical event, That which
‘brought the ¢hapsodies together, and made them for cen-

turies the inspiration of the Greek mind, and through this
 endowed the human race to endless time, was their com:
" mon fitness to embody the Greek ideal, the type of cmh-

from tl'l.e archives oi' Persia’ the ‘most Lqre!ui of 'hmtnncs of Ts!um a:lcndmg !lke tlte my-
thology of the Shah-Mameh from the earliest to the Jatest times; Hue he was equally fndefinite
i making known his authorities with the great epic poet of traditional lore: | Tabarl drsw
frem the same souress,  Masdl's Meadows of Gold was another 'histurcal wm'k of great :

© value, which just preceded Firdfist (943 &b
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'fzaﬁon SHieh: unprmted itself on every GG reek nature. o Al
the semi-historical or myth:p personages which the national =
| genius had created in the image of its own motive forces,

| and gradually made into real powers, flowed naturally to

the hand of the poet, who was himself the fullest expres-

sion of that genius, and could bring out their ideal rcla-_.' I

tions on a scale of national experience broad enough to
‘give them room. 'Thus Achilles’ wrath, Ulysses' wander-
ings, or the Siege of Troy,was but the setting for a crofded
Ipicture in which every form was equally.a liying force of
Greek instinct.  Hence the dramatic interest of the epos,
the varicty; sharpness, and consistency of its characters,
which aré nothing less than products of the continued play
of typical ideas and qualities brought to their ideal form,
their natural relations to each other and the whole Greek
‘consciousness of existence, by the master genius of the
race. | The elaboration of these personal types by the ideal
life of ‘one race has lifted them into universal relations, the
 true sphere of the ideal, and made them immottal com-
panions of man in the ages. Nor is the religious element
_in the old Greek nattire lesy distinct in Homer than is the
dramatic. | For the cpos is, as its name imports, the
“word" of a civilization, —its full ideal speech, in which
no genuine form of its ‘genius can fail to find voice.
This representative fulness renders it possible to find A
as the master-key of every epos, the dominant conscious-
ness, or motive principle, of the civilization which produced
it. It is of this supreme element that the epos is the con-
summate flower. | This assures it a universal funciion, since
only a profound human interest, a structural law of being,
could control the special development of ‘any race or
epoch. In' the iHomeric epic this ali-resolving idea is free
individuality, ~ the buoyant play of intense will and pas-
siohate instinet under conditions of a divine Nemests,
‘representing, liowever, a national or public rather than a
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i -pbrsunal authormy, and ieas in the mtﬂrestof murahty fhan-"--'l'
‘of loyalty to the Greek ideal of heroism:  And this key to_ '
- Homer is the key to the whole history of Greek civiliza- |

| tion., Aga.m, the master-motive of the # Divina Commedia”
iwas that of imediaval Christianity, the idea ol a w0rld~_'
| judgment on the virtues and sins of men, ‘congeived after :
‘the <developed theology of ten centurics of Christian teach-
ing, —an apotheosis of those heavens and hells which
. formed a constant Presence of overwhelming terrors and
| alkinspiring hopes, It is easy to imagine why this judg-
ment-day of the ages, lifted to the throne of an epos,
should have gathered every great personality, good or
evil, past or present, into its tremendous symbolic circles.
(At was the culmination of ‘a religion which had been the
soul and the school of thirty generations. Here the free
individuality of Homer is supplanted by a terrific ma-
sehinery which grinds every living being into food for
Almighty Wrath or Almighty Good-Will, ~~a Nemesis,
irepresentative not of the moral but of the theological law,
and working in human bodies and souls, not according to
itheir inherent relations, but'as an autocratic external police
for the future life, It is the triumph of prescription, of
(irresponsible despotism over the insignificance of human
endeavor, and moreover charged to the full with those
mad rivalrics, jealopsies, and hates which constituted the
lite ‘of the Italian republics in Dante's day. "Over it soar
indeed the poet's moods of infinite tenderness for all that
he loved and adored; bur the wondrously human loves
land hates are alike steeped in the fearful autocracy of
a semi-barbarous religion.  The soul is not here a hero,as
1in Homer, but even: in its virtues and its juys the Vﬁrlt‘ﬁt
hslave,
The Shah- Nameh turns on a higher motive than doeﬁ
¢ither the Divina Commedia or the Iliad. = It is more pro-
doundly moral than the Greek epic, and more freely hm;nan
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th&ﬂ the Itallan. It mp;es(mts the & agedy of human :d s‘.

; mny and the irony, that makes so large an element th

| dn s far as these arise from the condlict of good and 'av Wi

| And this conflict is concaived in a far deeper and more

. personal sense than as the war of lran with Turan, The |
mational element, still more the ethnological, is secondary; | 1

“and enters into most of the narrative only i a remote and | 1
\insignificant way. | But through the whole and every ! pax‘t, Gy

— through the vicissitudes of Ferldin's career ;. the martyr-
dmn of Iraj and of Sidvaksh; the heroic woes of Rustem; |
the contrasted qualities of such feminine ideals as Sudabe, A
Rudabe, Menishe, and Tahminc, the shame | of 'Sam  for
his balf-heathen child and the love of the giant bird who
supplies the lack of parental care the Jovc-.advmtmm of |
the heroes; ‘the bitter evils of circumstances woven ot
of blind hopes and malicious plots; the grievous fortunes of
noble men in false positions, like Pirdn; the untimely blights

. that fall from royal selfishness, like that of Gushtdsp, upon
loyal and noble hearts 3 the passionate 'or subdued laments
‘that close: the sweetest human experiences, one after ans
other, with confessions | of ithe impermanence of carthly
hopes and joys, yet ever with the grand comfort of simple
trust in r1p]1te0usnws of the ht.r{:nc stamp, ~through all
this infinite play of human feeling, whereof the wars with
Turk and Diy are hut incidents, ﬂows the strain of clwme

necessity that the good shall suffer for the evil; the stress
of limitations and compulsions, which no precauhons canili

; ,4,fcnd off and no virtue escape, and only heroic will and
% pure reconciliation to infinite forces can meet and con-
quer. And when we add the gathered stores of moral
‘and, political | philosophy. which ' the | Shih-Nameh has
hedi'c'cl around the later kings in pldu-. of a legendary lote
| mote suited to remoter times, we may venture to say
. that no grand principle of self-culture, Stoi¢ or Christian,
Aryan or Semitic, old OF new, is wantmg to 'this Bible of
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 the heroic Will, t}us subhmc Valhwlh of ideal Izveq. ! Never
“for one moment is. t‘hme a failure of the grand motwe,f the
serious tenor, the' solemn consciousness of life’ 5 summons
' to selfisacrifice and ‘moral loyalty,  So thr@ugh every
phase of triumph and defeat, of crucl circumstance ad
irreparable harm, of tenderness and angu:«h, we hear the
\steady peal of retributory laws, so vast in their re'lch of
ideal relation that their every stroke seems to tell upon
 the whole world, as belonging to them and to them only,
i as if for W1l mankind there could be no other liberty
‘than to obey and trust the law of duty, no other school

o ‘mr hetoes, no other mastery of fate.

. Nothing is more universal in scope, yet nothmg so con-
centrated, as the personal life.  What the inherited woes of
Cecrops’ line are muade to teach so 1mpres=;1ve1y in Greek
tragedy is less clear or just as an expression of ethical
inviolability than' the working of evil thought and conduct
within the ‘criminal’s soul, bearing fruit after its kind, and
‘pon the innocent circle nearest his life.  And this is the
characteristic teaching of the Shah-Nameli, The martyr-
dom of love and faith forever involved in evil-deing is here
brought into closest relation with its producing cause;
and the effect is heightened by the fearless rf.alzbm which
Awill mot blink the sternest facts of experience, In these
heroic ethics the compensatory happiness so commonly
made the motive of virtue, the final arrahgement of poctic
justice held so essential to the modern novel or play, con-
structed to please an audience at the cost of tragic power,
have no place. The stern problems are left, as life is
wont to leave them, unsolved, save by faith in unseen
values, and the unpledged reserves of help in the spiritual
natar¢. The law of sacrifice is absolute, and its tragedy
complete, becayse the full meaning of the stritgale awvith
Ahriman is accepted, while the resolution of evil into good
is referred to the forces of chara.ctur only. Upon a plane



| 'be healed, | Such is the uninterrupted movement of this

mE SHAH-NAME,H. R

.'-hxgh i thau that of outwa.rd c:rcums*ance of any kmc‘.l the
| passion | ‘and despa:r which have found free utterance rnust'_;_,

i initely varied  oratorio of moral conﬂlct, in whxch heruw' '
ism and religion are one, i
| S0 sincere is its realism, that the frequcnt appeal‘; of the-
poet to his readers to remember the vanity' of all crnthly:. .
‘hopes and to grieve over the fickleness! of fortune, the f )
- admonitions in which his sorrowful legends end, - to el
consolation in God and a life to come, - although in strong
contrast with the hrave silence of the hetoes theniselves on
these matters of sentiment and faith, do not full upon s
| as mere didactic commonplaces.  They seem only natural
expressions of sympathy, like those of ‘the chorus in the
‘old Greek tragedies. | This. plaintive | Jeremiah at’ least
knows how 'to respect the robust manliness of his mar-
tyrs, and to make their very woes teach dlslnterest:.d
loyalty to the noble and the sight.

The herocds of the C"wh&h-Nﬁm.ah ate thoroughly hunmn, :
they give way to natural ‘emotions, to pride, to anger, to |
despair, — sometimes to less pardonable passions, 'I‘hey'_'
are generally colossal champions of the flesh; as well as
unconscious servants of the spirit, or Titanic powers. of
noble will.  They represent the crude social conditions
out of which their semi-mythic forms Wweré evolved, All. |
the more shall we admire the glow of moral grandeur that |
is kindled within them; for all that has been sdid of me i
substance of this epic can be fully justified, and its culmis
nation in such ideals as Sidvaksh and Iraj Tift us to fhoae
spiritual levels to which all ages aspire.

Since a scope so grandly human must cover all humcm S
history, the Shah-Néamich opens with the earliest mythic!!
rulers, of mankind. It must show even in. them the con-
flict w1th evil in nature and with blindness and brutality in |
man.  In the Avesta there were cosmic forces, clementary.
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processes of crefmon, JBut! the hermc legencl wangs. them: i i

as human will, even in those carlier stages when man is =
scarcely above the level of the lower creation. Gayﬁmard il
is here a king, happy but for Ahriman, whose son’ shys--""_',
the prince Sidmek, but is slain in return by the latter’s

son "Huﬁheng. The avenger has nature on  his side
her tigers, wolves, and birds unite with men and peris
to punish the common foe, Following up his mission of
destroying evil, Husheng aims a stone at a snake, which
1 serikes another stone instead, and fire ia struck forth, _’I‘he
Iranian flame+god here springs, as fire does in the Veda
o from bits of wood, out of the rock hurled against an’evil
| power,  Fird0si secs a mystic connection here, ¢ As the
Arabs, turned towards a stone in prayer, so our fathers
turmed to the fire.' Y | Really, the substance of both beliefs
is the same, —that a higher life than the crude elements
resides in Nature and awaits the first bold contact of hu~
man motive andwill,  The next king, Tahmurath, evidently
r_ep‘r_c'sents the stage of growing seclf-confidence, in which
man begins to be a power over evil.  He not only instructs
men in weaving, and in taming wild beasts, but is specially
gifted in controlling demons, and triumphantly rides Ahri-
. man himself, in shape of a horse, around the world. . He
forces their secrets from them by stronger force of will,
and fails ‘only when he doubts his own power, FirdOsi's
moral is ready: “O Heaven! thou liftest a man above the
sky, only to cast him down at once ander!the carthl’
But only by such strenuous effort against evil “did man
learn wisdom and that greatest of arts, «—to write.”

For now Society is born; and Jemshid is its maker,
ruler of the world by noble will. .« With Jemshid enters a
mote distinetly moral force, though good and evil are not
without moral significance in the lives of those earlier

1 'The black stene which the Arabs kmed in l.'hn: kauba, and faced in prayl:r, wils. mpposed
to have been originally an angel, ;
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| 'sense 't have had a definite beginning in manﬂ_ﬁft_’crt_pt_ﬁ‘e}.
animal and sclfish instincts had already become deéveloped

Ydeas of good and evil never could have been formed
without some  relation to the sense of right and wrong. =
Jemshid indicates an advanced stage of| this sense. 2 T
| Tenors all men according to what' they have achieved.
Of the first three classes into ‘which he divides mankind, i
even thp' laborer is no pariah, but a self-respecting worker.

| “He does not obey any onie slavishly; is a free cultivator
of the eareh without strife.  The wise have saidy 7T isidle-

. ness enslaves those that should be free’”  Only the fourth |
class are here depreciated, “those who seek profit by trade,

with arrogant thirst for gain,” - in other words, distribu-

| tots, or middle-mien, ‘as' di_stin'guish'ed' from prdducers; al
class whose uses for civilized society had not yet been

' grnlythulogyxs truer to human nature fHag that,
form of the evolutionary, theory which conceives the moraly o000

recognized, though it was even then clear' to the poet that

e their penalty was to Be always in care” :
As a social organizer, Jemshid teaches subordination and
due regard for position dnd powers.  He, too, makes the

Divs do his bidding, helping build houses for the snifering .

classes, teaching medicine and the healing of wounds, He
“also paid the just price for victories. [ Never lived' an

iﬁﬁes-t'igator like Jemshid; he sailed over seas, and nothing "
was hid from his sight.” ‘But this Iranian Solomon must
discover also that will-power has its evil side.  In his pride.

he' donceives himself to be omniscient; because under his'

reign of three hundred years dedth was not, and the Divs
did his bidding in bonds. ¢ 8o everything fell away s

and the anti-Jemshid appears in Zohaki The biter, the '

serpent, the old Vedic cloud-god whom the lightning of

Tidra slays, is here wickedness incarnated as king. Zohdk,

dccording to the epic, has not this function by inheritance,

bt_it-by his own will, | His father is “a good sheikh of the
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.desert humblmg h:mqelf before God, p ossesqmg herds and-

‘horses like the Persians”” But the son was “ bold' and i

G m.less, proud of his Tosts of gold- bndlud Ata.b h,orsu; A
‘and easily yielded to the tempter’s ¢f p_rqmls_t._qf _k_nqwle_.lggf'
for selfish ends.” | Firdsi calls the tempter [ét‘s‘&, who is
the Mahometan Ahriman; and the whole story has a dis-
tinctly Semitic ccloring,  The Persian legend evidently
associated Zohdk with some Arabic or Assyrian dynasty
‘of invaders.  He begins by slaying his own father; and
his passion for flesh causes serpents, the « Kiss of Iblis,” to
spring from his shoulders, craying constant supplies of
' human brain for food. Social order, the bonds of Jem-
shid, is ovcrturncd and I:an, rent ‘with civil, strife, passes
. over to the destroyer. | Jemshid dies, weary of this ficeting
world. \_Bu_t_Zohﬁk’s fate is. worse. ' Utter horrot of him- |
self, which no devices can remove, compels him to grati'l'y
the twofold demon with two chosen human victims a
day, one of whom /is" saved by good men and sent into’

' the wilderness, where these scapegoats of Iran become the |

Kurdish tribes,~-nomads, and knowing not God, ' But now
the terrible dreams of Zohdk are interpreted by his di-
© viners as foreshowing the birth of Feridin the avenger,
whose head shall touch the sky, and whose brazen club
. shall strike down the tyrant in the name of his murdered
father, and of the beautiful cow his nurse, another victim,
~-everything belonging to FeridOn being sacred, and the
legend mixing up curiously Iranian and Semitic: symbols.
Zohak vainly gropes through the land for the predestitied
- child; but, after the type of all Oriental messiahs, he is
borne away by his mother into India for safety, and there,
in due time, learns his origin ‘and function,
© What. Destiny has decreed cannot be stayed The plot
of FeridQn's brothers against his life fails, and ' he. returns
terrible to. purify and 'asliver; captures the city of the
* wicked king, casts his godless talisman into the dust, slays
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| h;f, magzcxans, :md sits on the throne of J’embh?d thc R

-'Guad e yrmt’s wives rehearbe the tale of his crimes,

i Waﬂdhfiﬂ.g‘;, and fnghtful pains; the peopld/declare o

_I‘ermﬁn, who gains a great battle, then binds the demon :
'in Demavend, and nails Rim to the rock. Strange trans-

formation of the old legend ! The punishment of the hero 1

| for bringing the fire of civilization to ‘'men against the will
‘of Jove has here become a similar punishment of the spirit
of evil for depriving men of thé blcssmgs of ithat fire. | 1t

'8 the difference between the Persian and the Greek, In
the Zohak myth, the punishment i3 in the interest of the
moral law: in the Promethean, it is, qmte otherwise, |

“ Ala.s, let' us not sin ‘since neither gom:l nor evil things abide:
- Itis best to leave good’ deeds for our montment in men's memories.
" Reridiin was not' made of musk and amber : fie won' his glory by juss
tice and Jove. | Be just and generous,; and thou shalt be a FeridQn,
whose gloryis to have delivered the wurld from. the hands of the
wicked.” '

A grr-'-atf and happy king, who boand evil by good,
whenever he saw a wrong or a desert placey” Feridin
at last wishes for repose in old age, and divides his er-
pire eqaally among his three sons; the youngest and best
of whom! has the ancient: homestead of his race, lran.
Selm and  Thr, enragod at the distribution, conspire to

dethrone Traj and scize his pa.tumony In reply to their
‘arrogant demands, Feridin warns ‘them sorrowfully that'

they will reap as they have sown, and then tenderly com=

| mends Iraj to the protection due to his innocence and his A
© right.. Iraj, inspired by the purest 'self-denial, re501v¢5 Ll

“rise ) a still higher plane, and trust wholly to the guid-
ance of his brotherly instincts in  face 01’ almost cettain’ |
death, !

AW Who:. when he thinks on dcatb,. so sure toall,
Would plant the tree of hate, with roots in blood,
To hear the fruit of vengeance? | Never dwelt
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fh Hata in the kings of old 1 wﬂl go fnrth
. Unarnied, and yield my throne to thens, | |
N 5 brethren; asking but this recompense,
(3 -Tlm.t I shali tum thelr cmel hearba 1o levc..

: Agamst his own good sense the old. erg grants consent,'
and sends a letter of fatherly counsel by the hcrolc mart} iy
And Iraj goes sweetly to his. brothers, saying, —

Wil )cu but cease from hate, the whole is yours B

Let it go frecly, if it bars your hearts _
From the dear Ir.w-: 1 ue.trer hold than power el

But when they see how gladly all the army hmk on the_
' fair boy and his noble ways, then the devil in them rages, |
" and they kill him and send his head to his fathm A
U Earth I why didst thou not save him whom thou hadst
nursed on thy bosom? And thou, O Man, who cherishest
evil thought in thy heart, behold here the fruit it bears!”
Then the old king Feridiin, locking out anxiously over the
desert, beholds the caravan bringing its fatal message and.
Areight, and breaks into loud lament over the pude uf hﬁ-"'
" 'heart, forever lost: —~ - - -
“ O trust not'in earthly loye! 'O thou just God,
Send thou the avenger from this sufferer’s blood !
Then will 1 g}adl) greet the house of death.”

And in due time comes the hero Manoshcihr, issue of thss
woe, heir to this demand for Nemesis. A new _}t.mshid
tises from the grave, and the war of God against Ahriman
bursts upon the heads of Selm and Tar. The cr:mmls
are beheaded, but the young prince, bet ter than his age,
does not send their heads to their wofal father.  His ¢ry
to the fleeing Selm is the voice of the eternal law; —
_ #The tree of thitie own planting shakes its fl‘ull

Into thy bosom. 1s’ta thorn, thou sowed’st it,
Or robe of gilk, the weaver was thvself i i

L ol

The armies-,of the cul.prlts are sent ho-me. forgiven, crying, =
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' L 0. Pehlev‘ln.sl | owned with yictory; the earth A
i 'Ne wore shall reek with h}ood the star. of tyl.m‘ts ﬁdes."_ i

'f'_'Feerﬁn rec;mwt h 5 grandmu with thankwmng it to”_

' the Power that renders fo each his due, with guardian

igare) Bui the world is narrow now, and he longs, for:
Areer ait. I‘aﬂmg under the burden of this tragedy, whwh iy
| covers al! the sympatiies of his being, he fade:. awcly i S
.hfe, sorrawmg till its span is past, | :

-« 80 long ago he died, but left a g}or.ous name, {
Bccaus.e he learned from suifering to be wxse' ': i

Huch are the opening scenes of an epic whnse mnwment '
embraces all history, and in which every shock of  individ-
! ual destiny seems o involve the whole frame of existence,
In these scencs we have the key-note to the whole, - the
dcahng of the moral law with personal character, and the
solution of all the mysteries of the life-struggle by loyalty
| 1o faith, manliness, love. The hero’s sword was here, as. it

still is, the terrible minister ‘of moral necessities deeper than
human will; but love and forglvencqs were the highest pet-
sonal ideal, and it was their martyrdom that he came in to
avenge. Fqua‘lly marked in the very outset is the (hs-l
tinetively natural and humaa character of the Persian epic.
Tt does not rest, like the Mahébbharata or Ixamz‘iyana, onsu-
| .’pernatural interests and aids, aggraqdlzcd atman's expense,
but is penetrated by the profound sense of human experi- ;
1 ence, of struggle with circumstances, of the nets of sin and

sorrow, of the grandeur of personal Will, the. pewci of man’ .

to achieve, even in submitting to the inexorable limits of

" his existence, In the tale of Feridan and his sons the hu-

man miotive excludes all others.  In other tales, the supet
natural, sometimes prominent, is always secondary, and does
not disturb the constant emphasis on the moral Jaw,

It is in accordance with this motive that the interest is
| wont to gather about the closest natural relationship, the
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_isympqthles and obhganans that' conqecrate domestic t!e.u,
the filial, fraternal, séxual sanctities. These are the centres

of. pusanahty .At these roots of charat,tar the forcc 'caf :
‘evil strike most ﬁercely In these the blindness of pabslon,'- i )
the agony of pain, and J,oss, ﬂlt. coils of :msleadmrr destimy, T

| are’ most destructive., ln these arg the situations whlcfl
have '\lwa}s been :fc:und 1nost full of tragic motive, In
shese relations, which Nature brings but once,; and. whos-..
destruction by folly or crime or fate can never be 1cpmr<.d
poctry has found its supreme typea of suffcri ing and de-
W votion, A'l races and faiths gather about this common
| hearth, and find in the power of courage and| sacrificel to
| master or transfmm the  bitter wounds of ﬁinal fraternal,

‘mnd) conjugal ties, the hexght of heroic victory.  The law ]

(of early races, that the nearest blood-relative should, unders |

take the duty of avenging unnatural crimes, has wide scope
_iny ancient mythology. In family crimes Greek tragedy
| gentred. % The woes of Pelops’ line,” the dreadful fate

| that drives Orestes and his sister to follow, up domestic

. crimes by bloody penalties involving agonies of atoncment,

“haye made them immortal types of an heroic virtue puts
chased at immeasurable cost. . T he: Trojan W':r is the con-
“sequence of a broken marriage tie. Conflict between father
and son; bronght on by some fatal mistake, and ending
! either it the death ‘of one at the other's hand, or in the
infliction of irreparable injury before the dreadful illusion
is broken, which ¢omes to its supreme type in the Persian
tale of Rustem and Sohrib, is found at the heart of all great
mythologies. Baldur is unintentionally slain by his brother
Hodur, whom the evil spirit Loki misleads. ' Lhe duels of
Lancelot and his son Sir Galahad, and that of the brathets
Dalin and Balan,all noble knights of pure and. tender heart,
are the most touching episodes of the old British epic.
The stccessions of night and day, the following of dawn
by ncon, of tmhght by night, interpreted as the stnfe of
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.parnnt aud uﬁ’sprmg, are thx, key ta a large P"0portmn “f. i

the Greek myths; «and the successive dynasties of the gods |
n. Heswd are methmnements of ‘a similar; nature. Tlm;

supreme forms of atonement in all religions which rest on |
. anthropomorphic ideas are sacrifices of children by their

parents,’ They proucu:l not from cruelty so much as from ;
the\conviction: ‘that no othér atonement can so thorourvh]y
- express the agony, and so the efficacy, of sclf-sacrifice as

this.  We read the terrible commandment of the god Ho)

1 Agamemnon| to purchase the safety of the Greeks before o
© Troy by slaying 'his daughter Iphigenia on the altar; the '

test of ‘absulute obedience laid on Abrabiam and Jephthah
Dy their religion; and, what is entirely similar in its origin,
the Christian mystery of the Atonement, by which the ab-
stractions ' of the Trinity become clothed tothe popular
. imagination in all the fervent colors of human martyrdom
“both for the Father and the Son. No religion, however gu-
~ pernatural in its pretensions, however illusory in its dogmas,

 dispenses with resting its ideal ulfimately on' the natural
relations of mat asisupreme ;. in other words; on the divine
significanee of the family; not only as the beginning of
social progress, but as the undying pun.t_lple_of social ex
istence and the germinal point of personal characters: So

soon, thercfore as the will began to get free expression, 8o

\as to form its own epos, we find: that itsideal types of the
tragedy of life; of ithe irony of fortune, and the. slmgﬂc R
. of human limitations with the mysteries of pain and death

! have btaen sought, not. in'the overwhe]mmq interference m"" il

f—.rodﬁ nor in miraculous immunities from finite conditions, 1

but in the intensest play of those relations which are near-
. est and 'dearest, most ‘thoroughly' human and universal,
Of the high possibilities of these relations for tragic situa~
tion. for heroic culture, for the march of Nemems, thc
Shﬁh Néameh has much to teach. ! b H
This was to ]‘)t expected from the emphasis of the Iramsm-
7t



”physzcal antagomsm_ W sc.h reu.al 1t
is' probably the most remarkable mstance of thi

i ‘same . spmt are S0 umn!tr‘ly complex and discursive, that
the! strength of this mighty motive seems dissipated ina
'.-cmwd o1 detads. Seandinavian, Brmsh, IImdu, and Chris-
(tian, mythelogleq interweave such aimedley of subordinate ' |
it I'-_Iinterestr. with every. expression of it that we lose the sense|
of its soverelgnty Tt does not stand forth as the very at-

_-"as well as humanly universal law. In this instioct for
. human limit, this possession by their own central motive,
/| only the Greek poets have surpas ssed Firdfisi; and they |
| have not taken this special motive as central, upon so vast | '
1 and difficult a scale.  So skilfully does he manage the S
,.-'mense mass of materials, that everything helps to empha-
| size the personal glory or grief, to accent the tread of
. Destiny over man’s strength and his weakness alike, as it

- beats up the latent forces of sacrifice and ideal aim from
the dréadful ‘soil of  anguish and death, - No. dews: et
machina finds place here, as the Euripidean god enters
“the dreadful coil of fate around Orestes and Electray ito
! gettle all difficulties for the writer, and solve things insolu-
| 'ble, by mere fat.  The mercutial Greek’s fancy might be
-satﬂﬁcd with this; the serious Perso-Mahometan's, never,
i leroism is here the substance of religion, and stands on

ity loNety ‘merit. Ttids itself the ideal, and no/god can for
6hé moment dispense with its conditions, It lifts the poet |
above the bounds of nationality, masters every race preju-
~dice on which the legend might at first seem founded, It
A 'recogmzes itself in the Turamau hero as wnll as in thn::

| :-'\lemphasw among the great products of the religious im- "
| agination, Al other cyeles of legend which partake of the i

mosphere of fecling, or the magnetic fon,e that groups the,__‘__ '
| infinite variety of circumistance around its poles, revealing
| the limits of passion and power, and the sway of cosmical || !
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-Iran:an, in Piran, Aframyﬁb, Pilsam, « And'rany Taranian| |04
. women, who win the love of the Pehlevins and bear the |
 poblest persons in the epos, become more admirable to us,
and awaken deeper sympathy than do the Tranians them-. )

&;leef; The same moral standard suffices for believer and:
unbeliever.  Except in certain passages of the later por~
tion, in which the hand of the Zoroastrian priesthood is

apparent, the narrowness of the Avestan stand-point is |

escaped. | The epos honors only Nature and truth.

The line of the great Peblevans of Seistan, motherland
of (Tranian liberties, begins in Sam* and ends ‘in the Per-
slan Achilles, Rustem. /1 Let us see how the legend evo}veb
this colossal type of heroism, | -

1 To 84m a souw is botrn, with every rnark of the ‘true
Pehlevan, save that his hair is white. | This trait would
seem, like the similar legend of the Chinese Lao-tse, to in-
tim_:ite a higherwisdom; not derived from the experience of
age, and to, foreshadow the idea of intuition, =~ something
which the wise in their own generation could not conceive
as belonging to a child, but destined to put their finalities
to shame,  Such is certainly the point of ithe' Persian
legend of Zal.| In the terror and shame of having brought
some demonic power into the world, SAm becomes: self-
ish enougls to expose his child on the top of Albédrz; more ||
cruel than the lioness, who cares for her whelps, * giving '
them her blood to drink, not for any reward, but because
she ‘cannot live without them.”  And indeed, when his
father forsakes him, Z4l is taken up by the mighty life of
Nature, as the hero is in all religious mythology. The =

. infant's cry, in hunger and heat, brings the giant bird, the . .

Simurgh, on mighty wings, to, his relief; and her: pity is |
approved by the veice from heaven foretelling his great
desting, ' So the young birds are his brothers, and he has

8 Tdentified by Gpiegel (Zeitrehr. 4. !J.em'w& ﬂ.’wgﬂd G&ﬂ!ﬂtc-ﬁ' iii. ;351 \_\iith._
Kereeleps, of the Aryan mylh !




by h.uman km o AR Rl
" Sam, meanwhile, siowly awakes o the smsc uf ]:us {'r)ily. ]

S aud sin, - Impressed by & dream in which his own whiten-

uxg locks instruct him that his. ch:ld’-, hair was not . the-;'

4 work of' demons, bur of God, he sets forth to find his son.
' As! his train labors up. the heights. of Alborz, the mighty

| bird cames sc:armg Hrom her nest on the summit, & majes-
e i.ptle*af sandal-wood and ivory and woven aloe-branches,
| In answer to the father's prayer, the Simurgh brings: Zé.l..'

'upqn her bosom, ~~a noble; youth, innogcent of all craft,
:'Wlse only in Nature's lore, which, like his sjrmbehc ha:r,

. suppliés that which lengthened years alone are rupposedf
1 o bring; and 'his father reccives him: joyfully, while the_- .

i .Simurghs parting gift is a feather from her own wing,
whn::h he 'was to burn whenever he should need ht,r ald

an: ‘the command of occult ‘powers,

) Next comes a new antagonism of 'wills; out of whnh
'the future shall be born. | ZAlls romantic love for. Rudabe,
' daughter of the unbelieving king of ‘Cabulistan, replete

Cawvith stolen interviews and vows of devotion, results an’a

letter written) to his father in praise of the maiden, which

puts the old Pehlevin 'to a severer trial than the child’s
--hqary head. | What penalty must follow such mingling of
the blood of Feridfin with that of Zoh4k, such uaion of
the true believer with the worshipper of Divs{ . But the
‘Mobads, who seem bound, at least in the heroie legentf to
 play the part of liberalism, predict that the child of thm'
martiage shall win the workl for Iran, bring comfurr to the
‘whole land, and conquer all the strife and pain. of Tummc-
‘wars, It ds religion dtself that bide him drop bis narrow
| ereed and treat' Gentiles ‘asi his. own blood. Agal:}. ‘the
- slave of super«stttmn is liberated through suffering, by the "
power of love. Sﬁm writes to the Shﬁh, haplng to hs.v*e hlﬂ
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_.conaent to the innovation, [Miaisinile Rud&bcs parent.i

‘must bear their part in the shock of old belief, | Dreading

the anger of the Shah, and e-xpectmar his kingdom to be ¢ :
laid waste, the fatlu,r is tempted to slay both his daughter

| and his wife ;. but the latter's higher faith restrains him;

with the saying, “When fire and water, wind and dust,

L]

mmglc, the old tired | earth i, refreshed; " and, “'Ihe"

iy longest night has its dawning,”  The brave woman goes

further still, = She appears before Sam to plead with him

at the head of his arpvy, and with no slight effect. Man- i

osheibr is shoeked at the intermixture of creeds, and sends.
Sam against Cabulistan with a host whose tread shakes
the whole earth, and whose martial movement is described
by Firddst in a passage which is like Chaucer at his best.
But the old man cannot face his son’s rcproachful reminder
that e is but rr:pe:u:truT the injustice done him in :nf.mcy.
anid both heart and ‘conscience are moved. There is one
resort, | Itis to send Zal himself to make his own impres-
sion by pleading his cause with the Shih, armed with a
letter in which Sam details his own services, describes his
free life in the saddle as a throne, and commends the
strength and devotion, which has now all passed into this
young hero, to the king’s mercy, with prayers and VOWS,
By his noble presence, his skill in answering difficult ques-

tions concerning all subjects of physical and moral and

religious interest; in a grand tournament of the seers, and
by the f<)1e51ght of his great destiny on the part of the

pricsts, the prejudices of the monarch are overcome, and =

he consents to the marriage.  Whereupon follow festivities
" that make men ask if the resurrection has n_ot' come, . The
long hates of races and beliefs are dissolved in love.  But
the significant fact is that the hero’s own presence and |

power determine his fate, and cut the knot of circum-

stances that could not otherwise be loosed. i
Such was the ‘parentage of Rustem, migixtn,st among



: the nhghty, - a champmn whose glory was not to' strangle: A

~ hydeas in his eradle, not to be dlppad in a weapon-proof
 bath by his mother, like the demigods of Greece, but to be |
narsed by the Theroism of a love which had conquered the

| prejudices of | mce ‘and creed,  The arm that should crush
\ the foes of Lran was prc.parcd for its work by an inherited

W nobxht} of soul capable of rercognmng and lovmg noble-'
_ness under whatever disguise.

| We cannot trace the long-spun web of tragc.dy, portrayed i

" bythe dellght of the legend in its favorite hero through = |

1 centuries, without sense of the. lapse of time.  We hasten
i the tale/of the last' and heaviest debt paid by this epic || |

| redeemer to the limitations of man and the irony of fate,
i The tale of Rustem and Sohrab is the crucial point. of
| Oriental feeling,  Fird0st opens it with an admmutmn

[k The tale of Sohrab will fill ycmr eyes with tears, :md stir }rou :
against Rustem.  But do you blame the autumn wind when it strips
(the unripe orange from its bough ?  Death comes to all, nor was' the
| taystery ever solved, nor ever will it be for thee ; for none return from
| that gate. Do not'wonder that fire burns while fuel is given; or that

" 'an old root bears stems. (Tt is vain to murmur at the universalilaw,.

" Hast thou kept thy soul from evil, thou shalt not fear the last
| hout. | Act well thy part on earth, and bmsst.dness shall mect thee
beyond L -

| With 'this serene reconciliation to death. as the natuml
Iaw, opens. the story of a whelming catastrophe, which
everything that human folly and wisdom could do, seemed
but to render the more inevitable, It is' followed by the
ptcturc, in the same lofty strain, of the close of Rustem's
great career,—a sacrtﬁce to deeds of v1llanous and an-

- natural hate.

Solirdb is the child of Rustem’ s passion for the ddugh~ '
ter of a Turanian king, who seeks him out with the affer-
ing of her admiration for his heroic deeds, the unasked
boon of a heart ¢ dever before unveiled to man.”  Return-
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! mg to Iran, Rustem is unlenown to thc boy, who grows up

in his father’'s image, wc;rshlppmg this unseen ideal through
his mothet’s praises, and longing to behold his face. Fleas s
named Schrab from his ever gladsome looks, —-the young'_-"- ;

lion of the mingled blood of Iran and Turan, itresistible in

strength,  He forms the plan to invade Iran, and give the
throne to his father, forgetting that Rustem, as the loyal = ' |

servant of his king, must himself first be overthrown. '
Upon the march the adventures of the young hero are
many and marvellous; 'and the terror of his approach
startles Kai Kdus, the king of Tran, into sending in all
speed to. Rustem, bidding him haste to the rescue, ¢ stop-
ping not to finish the 'word on his lips or to smell the
rose in his hand.” | Rustem’s delay leads to a quarrel with
the Shah, in which the free spirit’ of the Pehlevan; and
his sensitiveness to unjust suspicion, are brought into full
plav. The quarrel is appeased, and Rustem advances to
meet the Turanians. Henceforward the overruling sweep
of Destiny appears at every step. = Rustem becomes a spy
and slays a Turanian chief, becoming thereby specially
obnoxious to Sohrab, who, of course, does not recognize
his person.  Looking out on the Iranian army, Sohrib
inquires the names of the chiefs; but Hedshir, a prisonet,
~who informs. bim, conceals the fact that Rustem is among
them, and gives the colossal form another name. Rustem,
he says, is in Seistan, at a feast of roses, — foolishly hoping
by this deception to prevent a collision, which, of course,
could only be avoided, not by petty lies, but by his lmow? :

ing the truth, The poet asks, ~ ;

* Why seekest thou, O Man, the sieps of fate to lead ?
T will have its way with thee. ' 'T'is thine to tirn
Thy heart away fmm fleeting things, their care a.mI pain.”
Sohr&b cannot bdww that one like Rustem can be away
in the hour of his country’s peril, und threatens Hedshir




with ‘death s a decelver, Bt the prisoner, fearing he
may kill :R_.u:steni'and-:-étonquer.-_-l,raui,' ventures to brave it
out, and holds to the falsehood, thotigh Sohrab strikes

him to the earth, The Battle follows.  Moved perhaps S

' isome blind. presentiment, Rustem tarries in his tent. | Bat
presentiments and precautions alike fail. Excited by the

| deeds of the unknown Turanian champion, Rustem at last
| rushes to meet him. Then an access df_pity'hold-s_his-'

' hand, and he cries, 1O tender youth, the earth is cold, the
. air is sweet, T who am old have slain hosts with my arm.
| 1 cannot bear to kil thee, thou art so noble, Comc, join
.| Iran, and be our friend.” ¥ Theu art Rustem,” exclaims.
| Sohrdb,  But again destiny thwatts the natural instincts,
1 and Rustem dentes his own name. ¢ I am but his slave !
Drcadful necessity, where two souls are unconsciously ak
one, yet their arms in mortal conflict, their wills forced by
sternest illusion to ‘the bitter end! | Alas,” mourmns the
| poet, “ every beast knows its place; man only, in cruel
| xyar, canpot discern'a son from a foeman.” Rustem had
been over-confident. THe had parted with much of his
strength, thinking it a burden, and now he is flung to the
earth, escaping with his life only by demanding of Sobrab

" a'second trial, after which the loser must dic. Léss willing
than ever to confess his name to his antagonist, he returns

o his tent, and prays that his old strength may be restored

to him. The prayer is granted; and Sohrdb in turn is
hutled to the earth and fatally wounded. And now, too
late, the dying youth speaks mournfully of Rustent as hiis
father, whom he should never see, though tatght by his

! mother’s praises to honor him as the greatest of men, and
led forth into Iran only by the longing to sec his face.
We hear the agonized cry of the old man, T am Rustem.”
And Sohrab cannot hold back his terrible scnse of wreng:

“ Art thou Ruster, who Hast plunged the sword without
mercy in my breast? I sought to move thee to peace,
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."but 10 IOVe could nse in rhpe Se:c thn or:yx whxch my"_

_ mother bound upon my arm to give to thee, for it is thine, |
. Ahl too late, too late!  The father must slay his chlld”_

.--',Then Sohrﬁb tenderly tries to stay the raving of grief, "1t

_-_-'f.-':s in vain. What help is there in self-destructiong: #Res

| member that what has come could not be turned, aside. 4

But now bid the king of Iran cease from the war, which 1|

alone have caused; and Turan has trusted only in me. |
For T believed we should conquer; how could T have

thou_gl.lfc to .d_xe_ by my father’s hand? So was it written '
(in heaven. I came as the lightning' comes, and I pass

away like the wind, O Father, in heave‘n thy chrld ahan e

- mect thee again!”

1 The poem follows step by step £he '1g0ny of lxustc-m i
and his unavailing cﬂ”urt‘: to save the fast- fleeting life. | e |

appeals to the lung_ for a potent balsam, which Kai Kaus,
with cowardly jealousy, refuses.  © Never,' says the mes-

senger, “did this king pay a friend his dues, noy lift a'

heayy-laden soul.”  The suffeter digs the grave of his
son with his own hands, seeking for himself only death;
yet pardons the  deceitful Hedshir,' whose falwhmﬂd had
brought all the woe.  The chiefs vainly try to console
him, and the whole land resounds with mourning as he
bears his heavy butden to its shrine of sandal-wood in far
Cabulistan,  Of all the scenes which: attend the dreadful
 calamity, none is more touching than the barbaric grnef of

the mother, Tahmine. = She kisses his armor, and wets hig ks
crown, with tears, She presses his horse to' her bosom '+
and lays her head upon his hoofs. She closes her palace,

gates, give‘, all she has to the poor, and dies of sorrow

within a4 year, There is no remedy in this visible world B

for wounds so ‘deadly. The heroic age of m:ghty instincts

c@n{csses. this; pouring out wails over the hopeless cruelty
of fortune and ' the vanity of the world,  Yet we note that

thér’é is a robust faith behind the despair; for Rustem



' .-I'hves, in splle M has whelmmg wees, to 'do hermc-- it

to the very ideal which ‘his materialy afiord. . An heroic |
i age may naturally fail to interpret itself to a reflective’ age.
".""thmugh its forms of speerh which spring from the emotiohs

L the nobler elements of character strugeling forth in this form
o thmtwh the terrible obstacles of a semi- bazbarouq state of
sC ty, is far more mtm-estmg than 1o study the most unex-
(:ept:onanlc doetrine, which ages of civilization have hrought
| to didactic perfection to serve as the creed of & positive re~
|/ ligion, and madle the factitious aureole of its founder. ||

~natural relations is again illustrated in the story of (:uqh-"
| thspand Isfendiyar, in which the part of Rustem is again
mtensf,ly interesting, and by far the most noble.. This
story belongs to a later period of the epic| narrative, and
| shows signs of an ¢ scclesiastical inflnence not visible in the
i miare purely heroic portions that precede it For Gush-
_'_takp is the ruler whose reign is associated in the 1eg.eml
1 avith the advent of Zoroaster, and the conver sian of Iran to
' hisweligion. Even here, in its treatment of this ideal of
| the Church, the broadly human clement of 'the heroic |
epos counteracts in great degrec the narrowing ;ffccta of
'orgamzed religion,
 Gushtisp has repeatedly promised to beqtow the thmrsp
on his son Isfendiyar, on condition of his pelfurmmq well-
‘nigh :mposmble feats for the glory and safety of Iran, and
As often the promise has remained unfulfilled. = The seven
_-adwntnres of the young hero in' capturing ‘the famous
‘Brazen Fortress  remind us of the labors of He;cules,
./ and perhaps like them have an astronomical origin. They
taise him to the suminit of glory, but do not secure thelr
flic :-,earthly reward. Guahtasp now bids him undertake a ﬁard er

_' this world. The relig oustiess of the pocty casting Ruste.m:.:." i
1 for conselatmn on the future lifc alone, is manifest injustice |

; f-'alcne But the language of deeds is universal; and to see! |

The dealing of a tragic Nemesis with breaches of the
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' -._mk* no less than to brlng Ru';t:em in c‘hams to hls court,
that the old Pehlevan’s pride may be humbled, and submit
| itself to the will of a kmg For Rustem has dared to say'
| before his face that he is no man’s subject, and wears an |
. older crown than that of a Shahan-shah. Isfend:yéh' shall
break this pride, and then the crown shall be his. The
prince sees cleatly that the aim is"to put his expectations
‘out of the way, if not his life, and the outrage to be per-
petrated offends everything noble within him, Vet he
undertakes it, as he says, out of pure filial duty. Keep
the crown if you will; ‘a father’s bidding shall be done, . /|
though it bring . the judgment day.” “If a bad ending |
come to this, 'tis the power of fate” He is not wathout
hiope that the bero will consent to be led in fetters, out of
loyalty to the Shah; and so, by admonitions to the duty
of a subject, and praises of Gushtasp as the patron of the
faith and head of the priesthood, as well as hy promises of
protection and reward, the foolish youth would fain per-
‘stiade ‘him to an act of servility ‘and shame. ' Quite as
aggravating is the charge of ncglecting court attendapce
io one conscious of being the strong arm that protected
the court itselfl | His reply is noble: “I will give you
everything in my power, but do not dishonor the gift by
pursonal outrage. I will appear before the Shih, and do |
him homage.  But the Div. must ‘have taken away your
senses, il you imagine that T will consent to the indignity
of wearing chains.”’  Isfendiyar is moved, but not suffi-
ciently to throw ap the shameful office. - He even adds the
insult of neglecting to send for Rustem to a banquet,~after
promising to do so,— upon the worse than frivolous ex- et
" cuse that they are likely to meet afterwards as foes. | Rus-
. tem; however, goes without being sent for, but is treated
with indignity again, and receives the ‘insulting apology,
' “that the day was hot and the way long!” Isfendiydr,in a
conceited speech, reproves him for his infidelity and partial
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B dest:em from a DW, Whlch rouses Rustem to tecount h:s i

exploxts sfendnyﬁr does the same, laying spcclai stress |
_lon his services to the true faith in destroying idols; ane) (1
Rustem retorts with reflections on Gushtisp's character |

“and record. ' In all this, Isfendiyar's conduct shows poorly

;.aroused and the fates have: decreed conflict between them,
'-_ To Rustc,m the situation is terrible, mnce to submit wwld'
il ibe mmlerable, and to kill Tsfendiyar is equally dreadiul
ko so/moble ‘@ ‘nature. . The hqroes ‘part at the tent door
i...vnth bitter words. Isft,ndly‘h s nearest friend warns him
ot to persevere. | Ahriman has, taken you in his net.”

' characteristic of Rustem that he forms a plan to overpawe:
| Isfendiyar by main :-,treng,th, then save: hm life, and gwe him
I the atoning scrvice of love, -
. But this generous hope is foiled. ' The issue of the com-
. bat is doubtful. - Isfendiyar seems to ‘have, in this half-
e priestly legend, a qpccul aid and protection in strife from
i his orthiodox commission. A quarrel arising between the
i followers of the two chiefs results in the death of Isfen-
o diyar’s sons. . Rustem is roused to mdmnauon at h;s men ;
";-:buL his promise to atone in every way pc:sa:blc is. received.
by Isfendiyar unglacmusly Then Rustem cries, © My triist
s in (God,” and renews the fight.  But Tsfendiyar's arrows |
o all take effect, while Rustem’s glance off from the hody of
" ithe child of the Holy Law. So Rustem mtlemwa, sorely
wounded, for the night, and Isfendiydr leaves the field to
mourn. his bitter loss.  “ Ye noble. ones, now so. pale,
where is the soul that was here? 1 see but clay.” Then
. he sends to his unre!entmg father, * Behold the feuit of the
| trée you have planted.”  And to his friend, recovering his
. calmness, he says, ¢ Cease to mourn. - And why 5houldl -
'more blood be shed?  To death we all 805 younv anc} cncl _
.and eniy wisdom cam lead us on our way.” B )

' beside his opponents But so the trouble dEepens rivalry i

Al on the other hand, fort,bodf"s his son's: death It B8
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Meanhme Z:‘tl for hIS sonq sake birns *he Simurgh"
' .:feathcr, and the great bird appears, bringing Nature's heal-
ing to his wounda " He shall find an ¢!/m by the sea-ahore, T
“and cut an arcow from its wood, and with this ‘only; Isfen-|
'd:y&r can be slain, ' But whoso slays this ‘sacred life shall |
never more knotv peace; and even beyond the grave shall_-- f
'be find pain. But Rustem braves the condition for the '

sake of the victory so necessary fo hls honor. “Gaod !
name, at least, will T leave behind me.” ' It is time for him |
also to ‘resort to occult aids, since his foe has so mani-
festly a charmed life. ' The fate of Isfendiyar now in his
hands, Rustem  beseeches him, by all they: both' hold
sacred, — by sun z_in& ‘moon and Zerdusht's fire, and the
God to whom we pray,” — to abandon his monstrous de-
mand, and warns him that he will be slain. Isfendiyar
ridicules the prediction, and the fatal arrow, shot with tears,
does its work. To his lamenting friends, the heto finds
“consolation in having led men on the path of the true faith,
and that he dies, not by the strength of Rustem, but by the
sorceries of Zal. ' On the other hand, Rustem, made seif-
reproachful by success, confesses that the Div has caught i
him in his net, with all his endeavors to be true to manly
dealing. “Would that I had been the slain! = Alas, that T
resorted to secret arts!  The gloty of my name is gone
forever 1 It is now Isfendiydr’s turn to show a noble spirit.
1 blame neither you nor the bird: = This is my father's’
- doing, thdt he might keep his throne.” He commits his'
son to Rustem’s charge, to be reared in knightly virtues
and honorable toils, and to stand as his father's seed in al
line of (kings. = And Rustem reverently prommng, the_
noble reconciliation is complete, G

Tsfendliyar is now his father's Nemesis.  “Your de';sre is
'1CC01’IIp1l5hEd your throne is yours, and I have the cham- |
hers of death,  God shall decide between us at the last
day.” ' And so, with tender entreaties sent to his mother




| face, but wait for reunion beyond deat sfendigar passes
. mourning Tran, to a court mot unaffected by natural grief
and shame i bl e A i
. Then rises the indignant protest of Tranian freedoth, '
| The chiefs renounce respect for their king, and cry as one
" man: %O wretched man, thou sentest him to Cabul that
this might be! May shame weigh down thy crown, and
engeance never let thee go!” Bashiitan refuses to bend
before the throne, and thanders: Thou blind and selfish
man | the wrath of Heaven shall fall on thee, who hast sent
thine owit son to death, with heart harder than stone g,
/dsfendiyar's sisters recotnt their brothet's virtues, and agle |
| what king before has sought to slay his own flesh.  If
| Jsfendiyar desired the throne, did not Gushtisp himself
. drench the world in blood to obtain the crown of Loh-
_'rasp?  Even thee thy fathier sought not to kill, but took
' away thy diaden, But thou hast given away thy child for |
 l'such a bauble !” | The Shah has no word of angee of de-
| fence, but bids Bashttan comfort the ourners, 0

ol i Sc}'f_'tly_, O Mother, he SIee;;s in everlasting peacs, glad to be free of
(e earthly woes.” iy e i

! This last scene, in which the Pehlevans are avengers and
| smite the cruel king without fear, is politically one of the
most suggestive in the whole epic, A v

i The Oriental theory that the king is the father of his
/. people makes him responsible to a standard of personal
“character to which the equally patriarchal habit, of abso-
lute filial servitude should natarally be stubordinate. LAnd
ahile for the most part in. the Bastern practice this royal
L -p_am’é potestas has been, as we have found in Tuclig, a_md
b Ching, as well as ' in cestain stages of ald European civil-

| ization, limited in certain ways by tradition, custom, posi-



| personal. hero:am. Whis has been the natural rival of auto-"

carly Roman times, giving, as it alone did, the right of

. mitror of gentleness, purity, and valor, —the Sir Galahacl

-

- Didyaksh agrees, in hopes to spare the effusion’ of blood.

_-"the earliest social traditions secured to the father of @

tental tyranny, even when enforced by royal claims,  That

~alarmed by dreams presaging that Siavaksh will be his

camp. Kma Kal Kaug, mformed of 'the good ncws, 0

to whlch u: is eve.n ruora a¢cau11tablc' name]y, the 1dual -,o :

_:.ratw institutions, evr,n under their harshest form, :
(It is the chief emancipator from that absolutnsm which'

family. ' The resistance of women and children to this |
Kind of despotism forms a leadmrr trait in the legends of
‘most ancient nations. | Militat y service was almost the only
force which effectually diminished the patria polestas in

private ownership ( peculium castrense) o the son. | But
nowhete did the rights of personality derive such farther- |
ance from the heroic element as in the Tranian family,
plctured in the Shah-Nameh,  We have scen in the: stosy L
of Isfendiydr the warning against passive obedience to pa-

of Sidvaksh, onthe other hand, relates the martyrdem of a
pince who refused such obedience for the sake of his own
honor and truth. A nobler assertion of the higher law: Qf :
self-respect was never made in tragedy o song. || i
‘Sidvaksh, like It’&j, whose history his fate recalls, is the-

as Rustem is, in some respects, the Sir Tristram, of our
epic. Forced against his. will to, visit the harem, and dars
charged by one of the queens with' criminal conduct, in
revenge for his refusal to gratify her passion, he is proved
innocent. by ordeal, and put in command of the army onl
its march into Turan, Afrdsiyib, the king of that country, i)

destroyer, hastens to offer terms to the invader, to wluclt.,':..-. i

Thc treaty is guaranteed on Afrésiyab's part by a hundredgﬂ D
ho&tagt.s of his own kindred, who are sent into the Iraman ol



| enraged, and commands Lis son to break the treaty, ravage
Turan, and send the hostages to court to be slain. Sl

) vaksh prefers to disobey his father 'rather than violate 'his |

| from this bitter strife.”
[/ The effect of this

word, and makes haste fo send home the hostages safely to
Turan. * Above the sun and moon stands the will of a

 greater King. | Before Him the lion is as the blade of grass, |

10 Shall T madly rise against Him, and bathe these two lands |
"4 [/again ia blood 2" The hostages shall say to Afrdsiydb: |
4 This treaty has brought me to grief; but Lwill not break

' my oath to save my throne.  The warld is my throne, dnd '

| God my refuge. | As T cannot return to Tran, T aslkof Afra-

' siyab leave to pass thiough his dominions and find rest

e D s integrity on the Turanians may be
| imagined. Tt is fo the honor of the epic that it recognizes

_ the nobler instincts of the heart as human, not as the pre-
rogative of ‘the famed race or religion. No petsonage .

o moves our sympathy in suffering as Pirdn, the chief'

. counsellor of Afrdsiyab. e advises' the king to receive
. Sifivaksh with open arms.  *No prince on earth compares
with him in body or soul They tell me that to see him

s to Jove him, o It were fit thou shouldst honor himif 'h-s:_

" had but given up his crowi to keep his faith!  Afrdsiysb
fears “what the young lion may do when his teeth are
* grown; " but Pirdn persuades him to write a cordial invi-
Utation to the young exile.  This letter shows not only that
_ the Turanians are regarded as having the same religious

.| 'sentiment as Iran, but that even Afrdsivab, the evil genius

. of the epos, is capable of meeting a noble action in a noble

way., *Praise be to the Eternal, whom the heart can feel,
_though none can measure Him. God spare thee such

4 journey. | Stay with me, 1 will give thee castles and

' gien?  So Sidvaksh writes sorrowfully and tenderly to Jiis
./ fatherr ¢ T have walked through fire and wept blood; 1
" have made peace, but my father's heart is like steel towards
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Skl May he live. h.lppy, thouvh I faﬂ mto rhe lion's jaws.
' E know not what fate ‘awaits me, but 1 can no. longer ruj-.
| miain with him,? In Pien ke finds a second father, as
‘tender) as the other was harsh; the old man’s youth s
renewed as they W'tik together, wl'ul(_ Sidvaksh mghs a5 he i
remembers his own childhood and Iran, = The mecting
with Afrdsiyab is equaliy affectionate. | Ended is the
world-ravaging war, | Now thanks to thee, O youth, that_'
panther and lzamb shall feed together, for the worldiis
‘wearied of strife.” He cannot sleep for thinking on this |
lovely guest. But the courtiers are envious, and the joy ||
of the hour is clouded with evil-boding. ' Pirdn, on his_s R
part, does not rest till he has Sidvaksh married to the
j daughter of Afrdsiyab, and a beautitul city, full of gardens,!
| statues, and all delights, rises amidst perpetual summier as
their home. /A son is predicted, who shall unite the hos-
tile crowns. | Love has clisso-]vcd the hates of nations and
creeds. ! 1
‘But Pirdn finds sad presentiments in the hcart of !ns
favorite, and the astrologers confirm his fears. ' In spite of
Pirdn's encouragement, the vision of war aﬁd desolation is
before his eyes, and the near approach of death. A Tura-
nian chief, the king’s brother, who hates' Sidvaksh for his
noble  qualities and his stceess, by villanous falsehoods |
conttives to fill Afrisiyab’s mind with suspicion, and Sia- | |
. vaksh is doomed to destruction. = Fully aware of his coming |
fate, the prince sends his w.Ifeﬁ to Piran, with tender fare- |
wells, destroys his palace, and goes to meet Afrdsiydbls
army. ‘on the way to Iran. His little band of followers '
‘make no resistance to their enemies, yet are slain; and |
he falls, sorely wounded, into the hands of the king of
Turan,  Afrasiyab is dissuaded from his fell purpose for |
the moment by his own army, and contents himself \_v__:th_'-' ot
throwing the wife of Sidvaksh, his own daunghter, into s
prison, for pleading in her husband's behalf. Bat Sid~ |
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. vaksh does not escape; he is murdered by Garsévaz in
i the wilderness, where a purple flower sprmgs from hIS
blood and is called by his name. .

. The murderer is cursed by all men, I’-irﬁn _ha_s the cti_u'r'«
age to rebuke AfrAsiyab, and takes Feringis to his own
home, | In due time Kai Khosrt is born, the child of grief
anld the elar of promise.  Afrisiyal secks his destruction,
but is persuaded by Pirn to consent to his being brought

. up by peasants, in ignorance’ of his real origin. But his
_ royal qualitics — as those of Krishna, Buddha, Tskander, and

. the Jesus of the Apocryphal Gospels~—can be hidden by

i 1 no outward cond:tlons, and at'his ' demand Piran is forced

1 to reveal the secret!  Over Afrasiyab, too, the. youth exs .
i erts such a charm that the past shall be buried. ‘The !

' cautious Pirfn suggests that Afrsiyab need not fear the
fulfilment of his dreams, since the boy is but half-witted.
Khosrlt personates a fool, and a promise in the nams of
all that is sacred is exacted from the king that he shall
. not be havmed.  He is sent to the city of Sidvaksh, to be:
| reared amidst the memorics of his father's life and death:
e e Sifvaksh the very leasts of the wil_dernes_s% mourn i the
nightingale in: the cypress bewails his fate; and every leaf, as after _
the autumn blast, hangs withering from the pomegranate tree,”

‘But Rustem rushes to Kai Kaus, eager o ELVC‘II{.'{L the
deed, as well as to rebuke the unnatural father: —

%0 evil, one, thy sowing has borne its fruit. Better thon webt in
thy grave, | Who was/ 'so pure, so noble as this prince?  Alas! his
h(.a.d his face, lis mighty limbs, the Juy of all eyes! The tracks of
his feet were blest |7

Hilhen before the king's eyes he kills that wmked queen,
to whom he traces the calamity ; wlnle Kal Kius dares not
lift his head for shame. -

Thess legends, of which it is more to my purpose to nge ;
/ thc outlines than to 1nciulgc in extended quotat:xon, fa:rly
1 The old messianic legend of all religinns,
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i!lustrate what I should deqw‘nate as the rehumn of the
Shah:NAmeh in its relation ‘with personal freedom. Cen- (|

 stantly the higher law of honor, sacrifice, love, and truth
| asserts itself against the authority traditionally vested | in
! the throne, as well as in the priesthood, | Heroism is the

true divinity, the practlcal riler.  Heroic Iran, llke Homeric. |
Greece, of which it was the Aryan prototype,’’ 5 deeply
conscious of the rights of the personal will as against

mighty obstacles, pliysical and moral.  In the epos, these
are embodied for the freesouled Pehlevan in the tyranni-

cal and unjust will of his king 'as mpchi/as in the enmtty i

of 'his peers. 'Never does anV noble passion, least of all
‘moral indignation, fail to speak it full prntest for {car of
-1rresponsxb]c pOWer,

When Kai Kéus breaks into rage against Rustem for
delaying to answer his summons, (3év asks in astonishment,
“Darest thot lift thy hand against Rustem?” “To the

blogk with him!” screams the king. And Rustem cries

out: * It is T that am the. 'lic'm among men. Let the Shih

turn pale before my anger. ' 1 owe my strength to God,
“not to the Shih, My steed is my throne, the world . my
puage, th_c, helm my crown; and this arm shall defy kings.
No slave am 15 to God alone is my service pledged: |1
have not chosen to be a king, but to follow my duty and

my right.”!  Thereupon he rides off from court, and when | i

the king sends to entreat him to return, he replies hotly,

“What is Kai Kaus to me? A handful of dust” Finally,
the Shah must ask pardon, and ' strews dust uprm I

tongue.”
The scene is curious enough when we contrast :1: with

the common conception of the court of ant Oriental despot, |
or even \with the Mahometan ideal, which  Firdast would

el
1 Tt must be remembered that the stale of soclety rapresented by Finddal is in no  senst
Mahanietan, hut sverywhere in the epic betrays itself as very much earlicr, and rssung on
what may be a pre-Homeric basis,
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have given us, had he drawn his materials from his own

age. This fearlessness of the Pehlevin before his king is

‘all the more remarkable, because combined with pro-
foundest reverence for the idea of loyalty to the throne,
It secms to hint of creditable elements even in the most

servile formalities of Eastern obeisance.,  Full as these afe
of apparent man-worship, we find them ‘here combined
with ‘an independence such as few modern republicans

‘would dare to show before the popu_tl;nj ;_\,_\_ril'i, or even the!

party majority.

‘When Z4al comes into t_ixe presence of Kai Kéug, tal

hdvise him against his wild scheme of invading Mazan-

| deran, it is with measured step, and hands crossed asiin |

prayer; yet he does not hesitate to warn him boldly of the
dangers of his ungoverned will. Rustem himself, who

spurns the arrogant Kai Kdus, is humble as a servant /|

before the truly royal Kai Khosr(, and springs to obey his
command to rescue an imprisoned knight. “ He bends

liis head and invokes blessings on the Shih, whom all greet.

as sovereign, whose feet are on the heads of kings.,” ' The
just and humane ruler is obeyed with enthusiasm; the
unjust one has forfeited all title to his respect.. He can
assume the part of a Mentor to the young king Tiis, anc
bids him ““ slay the rebellious, but dry the tears of the sub-
" missive, as a father.  Be ever true; for life is short) and the
world passes away. Even Jemshid fell, the greatcst of
kings.” b
This right to reserve obedience till it is consistent with
self-respect, through the real majesty of the person who
claims it is even more strikingly illustrated in Tis, the
banner-bearer of Iran, a spleeny, ambitious, and passionate
Pehlevan, who regards his own line of descent as of in-
comparable grandeur. Kai Khosrt has been brought from
- Turan amidst the acclamations of the people, and all the
roads are fragrant with spices and radiant with festive
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Afrﬁs:y&b the mcarnatlnn r:)f Turaman hostrh nd
cuile, has many generous qualities ; his counseﬂﬁr, Pir&h,
. i a very noble person, whose advice he frequmﬂy follmve,
his procedure against the innocent Slévaks}\ i palliated in
| some measure by the panic into which he Jaas been thrown
T e re_sageful dreams, | But nong of these things are pet-
'.;lmlttad to justify 'even a kmgf in the murﬂer of so noble and
 beautiful @ guest, land the tree of wrong bears fruit after its
kind.!| Rustem héars of Siavaksh's death, sits awhile over-
- whelmed with {,’lu.f then like a fury descends upon Turan,
| HWoe to "Iu;. m! “Fet thr, land be swept with vengeance,
a3 Gilon bursts its banks!”  Afrdsiyab sces his son slain,
. and escapes, after terrible loss, to ‘the distant provinces,

where, deiven from place to place, he at last puts himself
_into the power of a holy man, Hom, evidently the Holy
] :'Wo:‘d",’ Who takes hin in a net; and Khost( is at hand to
slay him, along with the actual murderer of Slﬁ\hh\‘ih and-
poetic justice is satisfied. '
On the other h;md the idedl kmg isifound in hhosru.

1 T'hin details of this it and capture of Afrisiab, na related In the Shit: Nﬂmah. ubonuri
in traits and objects taken fiom the, olel Ayeatan mythalogy, which we mnrw; here pame to
L recount.  See 'B‘megel Brin: A!fmﬁ 1,653, O5d: / | i
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n suffermg, bi'ought up in e:xde‘ sought out by he— G
s with manifold tails and pertla, ane brought in fhght
N repentant grandfather Kai Kaus, to. receive the
' evown that his father deserved,  Some details of the story
| ‘are doubtless taken fmm traditions. of ‘Cyrus. | Bat: the
theory that the two are one rests largely on the common
0 mduld in which the' religious legend has always cast’ the i
1 early lives of taessialis) Kai Khosrd is the ideal of Ien.
' gend, the Cyrus of history. | Siavaksh, the idolized martys,
| lseems to all Yran to have risen from' the grave in Khostd.
| (MHe i not only the flower of heroism, but the soul of
'-:plety ‘and patiotism, (e swears, at his grandfather’s
‘command, to give no rest to Afrdsiyab, and then spends
' the night in prayer, with face tutned to the holy fire. He
s rnpresented as covering the Avesta with pieces of gold;
o yet this is previous to. the coming of Zerdusht! (His
liberality ' is profuse. | He offers great’ prizes in dresses,
" servants, and. lands to such' as shall accomplish certain
achlevements in the' holy war, the greatest being to bring
. Bim Afrasiyab’s crows,  This curious custom is nowhere
| ¢lse mentioned in the. Shah. Nameh, but. is evidently re-
| _yarded as the iclimax of royal generosity. hosttt is
de:—@crsbed as harbaru,ally adorn-: ol with jmels, and th;oned
' ‘upon an lephant, holding the. old bulls head mace of the.
Tranian kings | Princes sit in the dust around him. He v
drops a golden ball into & cup, the inage of Jemshid's
world-goblet. The earth shakes with martial music and
the tread of hosts, as the nations march before him, and il
/i /he blesses their chicfs as they pass by, He also’ gives 120}
[ ','them counsel at intervals, ahd sametimes proves hunsn.!’fe
a5 profound a moralist and as devout a theist as any |
o Mahometan Sufit | The homxly to FerAmorz shows what
- thr, vpos rcgards as the basis of royal authority.

Lot i m:mlf'cat that l"trriﬁsi has in some un;,reo islamized his: heva s but, on the whole,
L b dlncuursos are inaccord with the rede of the ens, and substautially ul’ native quality.




“Show thyv.eif worthy thy r.able ‘birth. | Never spur thy horse
| aga.mat t}w harnidess; not harm ‘them in thine anger, Be ever pmtec- '
| tor of the poor and conscler ‘of thy people,  Never say, ‘to-mormw’

| ‘Flee strife, and trouble note that hurt thee not. Seck not fleg) 5o

‘tiches, Build not on the vanity of the world, which vow is red, How
" ‘black.  Thetime kastens on when thou shalt restin death | Le careful

that thy heart accuses theg not, and that thou go hience in peace.  God

numbers thy breaths,  Keep soul and'body in cheerfulness, and’ strive.
for the true encl . So/may the (.reator keep thce, and cover th) foes

w1th dust.! . |

Tu old Ruptem he. says, in Iike m'mner, but with more

o -'”regard to the ﬁghtmg man’s animal instincts, mingling an
~ epicurean love of wine and pleasure with the philosophy of

resignation to the swift lapse of life and the passage of all
human grandeurs - .

| WWise is he who thinks not of The motrow.  Life is given for oy
| Where now are Feridan and Selm and Tir 7 Gove ! and their, tracks
- vanished in dust.  'Why long for treasures, instead of tasting life's
(joys. Our last treasure is the inevitable grave, Letthe night be tlad
| with ‘wine, till morning ‘lawns, and Ths awakes us with call to drms,

|| 'Man strives and struggies, but all has such issue as Heaven {ore-

" ordains | joy and sorrow alike go over our heads, and whoso complains
thereof is without sense. If God stands by me, 1 will aveng(. my
father’s death.” -

It is a curiotis mixture of Islam and Iran, The stcrmy
passion for physical stimulus is natural cnough but fate
and foreordination do not properly belong to the Iranian

mind. | Vet the combination is by no means 1mpns~ab]r'
and contempt for treasures that can be laid up on earth
well: becomes the hero who is forever facing death.

The chiefs are commanded to wage war humanely :—

“ Rwarrc not the land on the 1m:.ch nor harm ‘the peaceable and
mdus,trmuq ‘Be merciful towards the unarmed, for short is rest in this
earthly dwelling.” | -

Khosrd punishes oﬁ”endcrq with a lofty justice that is
recoghized by all, Dymg warriors ask of Fate only. ‘this,



