“that. stimulates scientific, ardor  to, victory
 comprehended monuments of remote ages are close
quivering with seerets whence all living thought awaifs the
solution of its problems. The law that “ nothing is lost”
‘becomes an inspiration, | A nation, a religion, a civiliza-
| gion which has ran its course and died in its due tmw,
| because it had no more to do or say but to be the soil
 of :new, higher growth, has a nobler second-life of uses
before unsuspgeted; because the time has come for that
‘help to universal man which it held in reserve that latest
‘generations may learn, to their admonition, what they had
failed to allow it. The Arab it his tent under the Babel-

| mound muses in awe on the genii and the giants that dwelt
on earth and raised the heaven-scaling pile.  But what

iis his dream to the magnificent 'piles which science has
‘evoked from this rubbish of ages, covered Wi_t'h records
_/ that correct our religious traditions, -~ their very decipher-
| ment a miracle of toil, and an epic triumph of thought!
Say what our self-complacent Sum of all ‘ages may, the
| education of the human race does nol detach it from its
| infancy. The larget its culture, the sarer its track leads
to the hidden springs of origin,—to those first lessons
which. contain guarantees of its best, After dark ages of
despotism, superstition, suppression are past, comes wider
diffusion, than ever of the thirst to read the buried history
of mman,  What universal interest in the runes and hiero-
eglyphs, in the languages of forgotten tribes, in survivals of
_eatliest lifs, in the real age and structurc of the Bibles
| Lof races and the origins of beliefs, =~ in the disentombment
of Tray, of Cyprus, of Mycenz! It is not simply parallel
to the passionate press of physical science towards primi-
itive forms of life; that first impression of universal law
I8 intensified by this morning in the history of meind ; this
first mountain-top in the wilderness of man’s exogdus from
the dark,— inextinguishable torch-bearer even there; this
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.t:astle, realm of dwarfs anr:l vulcamc laboratory
illumined at the touch of a culture to whose perfection the
whole past has wrought as one man. ' The dust-garments

unrolled; the figured fragments rise as ideograph and cu- i

neiform; they break their long silence with far-off poetic
report of man’s dealing with fate and freedom, that shail

live when the lenses and reagents that now construct our

physwal science shall have given place to new; just as
the pen, itself more potent than the sword of past ages,
has here given way as revealer of anwiedgc‘ to) the
mightier spade.

/In these resurrections that attest the conservation of
historical forces, that human encrgy which has broken
the spells  of Nature s not, so wonderful ‘o startling as
the apparently human sympathy of Nature's responses to
its call,  The hint is always forthcoming to further them;

the witchhazel bends in the explorer’s hand above the A

clement he needs.  Key leads on to key, till the subtlest
combination-lock yields, and the magic of science proves '

far more at home in the field of interpretation than did the

old claim of miracle to eminent domain over all secrets
and ‘all obstacles. | The true Sphinx’s lips are ever half |
open; her eyes expect discovery ;. for her secret is nothmg i
else than the sceker himself. \ I

The story of a vast civilization, which has since been
not extravagantly called the key of human history, re-

corded with a careful divination, it might almost seem, of
its future uses, on the palaces and rocks of Mesopotamia,

and ‘even on the gigantic-winged creatures that guarded

' _thari'l,'i-n a'mosaic setting of terra-cotta and alabastcr,-léy i

buried under the dust of two thousand years. The com-

Pplicated letters of the record, though combined out of a
~ single elementary form, the wedge, as Babylon out of her
- tiers of brick, had so perished from memory that this mere




 wedge-mark of the chisel in the t’lf_zmzip'!:c‘lag«i was imagined to
gine ‘an arrow-head, holding -éom’ey-'s'ti-hﬁi-le"_,.'mc'_:'a-ri-i'ng,«-m na:
_ tional emblem, or even a symbol of the Christian Lrinity !

| At the opening of the present century, Babylon and Nine-

. yeh were still “ heaps; ” here and there a fragment gave.
. hints to thoughtful travellers, — Niebuhr, De. Sacy, and
 others, — that these lines) must read from left to right;
' that the single wedge ‘meant division of words;, that the
series most frequently oceurring was probably of the same
meaning with a haughty formula of self-assertion already

Grotefend.  Note, it was the phraseology of gersonal
will and worship that first leaped into significance be-
fore the explorers of these monuments raised by the
same all-mastering element of religion in the beginning
| of its career. ' :
‘The royal inscriptions of Persepolis were in fact the
starting point of discovery; letter by letter the holy name
‘of Ahuramazda was spelled out, and the path of discovery
opened with the alphabet of Pevsian cuneiform:  When
Grotefend read, at Gottingen, in 1802, the earliest aca-
demic essay on this form of writing, on the same pccasion
. with Heyne's description of the first discovery in hieta-
‘glyphics,' the Zend scholarship of Lassen was opportuncly
‘at hand to correct those first results.  First came the dim.
suspicion of Rich, 1820, that the huge mounds which he
saw from the shores of Bagdad were the ruins of Nineveh,
Then Botta struck the spade into Khorsabad hills, and,
‘behold ! a palace burstiinto view, with its royal legend in
arrow<head type,  Sargon, the mighty King of Assyria's
Jand” ' Then, at the touch of Layard, afterwards of Loftus,
the ancient Calah rose from the oldest of Assyrian tombs,
from the giant heaps of Nimrud; and then Nineveh her-

X Mahafly s Proderomena to A nelent | History, ‘?3 el .-'_""?-

familiar in the records of Sassanian kings. < King of
Kings” as a heading was the earliest of conjectures by | '
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self; palace aftcr palace, Wlth the record of her kmgs ‘%&l—» i

maneser, Sennacherib, Asshar-bani-pal, — the art and sci-|
ence and religion of races, doubling the realm of hlstory

anc reconstructing it by their resurrection. Then came
the French to fix the site of Babylon, to open up the great
Bel-Temple of Birs-Nimrud and the matchless gloties
of Nebuchadnezzar's ‘art, and réstote in full figure the
old palaces of the ancient kings. ' Rawlinson, Lenormant,
Smith, and the interpreters followed; and the mightiest
achievement of modern discovery, the decipherment of
the cuneiform, was made possible by these inexhaustible
materials which have been busying the ardent brains of
thousands of scholars throughout the civilized world for
the last thirty years. It is no part of my present task to
follow the track of these preliminary explorations. It is
the significance of the cuneiform, past and to come, as a
factor in universal religion, as we have explained that
term, which confines our present attention.

In half a century the trilingual Behistun mscnptmn
transcribed and translated by Rawlinson, aided by the
rocks of Susa and Van, was /serving a purpose as ime
portant as that rendered in Egyptian studies by the.
Rosetta stone. Grotefend had divined that the second
and third columns were translations of the first, or Per-

sian: the second, that of the non-Aryan Medes, had
been referred by Westergaard and’ Norris, and more fully

by Oppert, to the Turanian family of languages; ' and
Layard and Botta had given data for showing the third
to be Assyrian. The phonetics of these two had been
found, not to be alphabetic like the Persian, but sylla-
bic, and to be mixed in a confusing way with ideographs
or pure picture-signs; and the complication was further
increased by Rawlinson’s discovery that the same signs'

1 Altaic, according to Oppert, o Casdo-Seyrhic, belotiging to the non«Aryan portion of the
popu!auuu of Media, Oppert! Le Pauple of Langue dos Muddes {1870 pp. 5, 8




.other, hut that they" had ever varymg phonetlc vwhm’s 5
_ _-'Then this dlfﬁcult}r was i part removed by the appear-"-.-
/{ ance of NHMErons versions of the same prupcl names and [
. ideas on different tablets; ? and still further by the dis-
. covery of lists of syllabaries from the wonderful }ibrary'_-: :
. of King Asshur-bani-pal, seventh century before Christ,
‘opened up by Layard in the Nineveh palace in 1850;
George Smith’s account of his prodigious labors in gather-
ng into connected form the Chaldean literature on these
ablets of Nineveh, is wanderfully suggestive of the sym-
yathy of Nature with the aspirations of the human mind.
Asshur-bani-pal, the old world-conqueror, is moved to
‘gather carefully, to arrange and entitle the records of a
' past civilization on library shelves.  What cares Nature
_ for his pains? Dust gathers over him and his palaces:
A Nineveh is'a buried dream. No miracle preserves these
. old bits of clay, or their forgotten characters marked with
_chisels three thousand years ago. Geological and chemi-
i cal laws cated no more for them than for the sweepings of
 his stables.. They had gone their way well on towards the
‘dissolution that awaits all forms, when, Jo! the mind of
man remembers them, and comes back to claim its own.
" The restorers are not daunted, for the light and liberty
that prove humanity the sovercign of Nature, the crown
of her laws and ends, inspire them; and out of the very
shreds and patches of ruin, the old race, its genius, its,
functions, {ts bearing on most religions as their cradls
| land teacher are all revealed, passing into school books
. and common speech. | Here were at least ten thousand
clay tablets, « the collated law, grammar, history, science,
| lexicography, mythology of fifteen hundred years, pre-
| gerved for twenty centuries more, to solve these hard

oV Hineks s The Poliphony. of 2he Assyrio-Boadplonian Cuneiform, y
¥ Schrader: Ketlinseher iften wend Geseh, pigre
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{ prable sof in rpret*ahon, fra.gments broken by fire
by falling ruins, and by searchers for trcasure, into bits |
innumerable, mutilated, scattered, infiltrated with ‘water,
choked  with  crystals; yet waiting their hour, in the |
course of historic evolution, to reconstruct piecemeal a
buried world of literature and religion, and to serve mod-
~ ern liberty ‘of thought by bringing the supernaturalist’s
 Bible of Christianity. into the natural chain of historic
_cause and effect. How those Assyrian world-masters
worked in their proud self-assettion to ends they did not
know, when they strove so patiently to preserve their work
by fixing the tablets into walls with the written side turned
inward ; by repeating the inscription on an outer coating
of the tablet; ! by accumulating copies; by grammatical
and verbal lists to assist the reading of forms of speech
even then becoming extinct; by versions of important
documents in all the principal languages of the empire;
by penaities invoked at the close of every record on any
future destroyer or alterer of thelr purport, first makers
~of an infallible Bible text; by the permanent nature of
the wedge marks, still legible, after the wear of ages, by
the shadows they cast*—* Non omnino moriamur” ! That
vast library was no word of Jahvistic Bible revelation in
the HFebrew tongue. “ Palace of Asshur-bani-pal, king of
the world, to whom Nebo and Tasmit [god and goddess
of science] have given ears to hear and eyes to see the:
virtues” No miracle has protected these frail tablets of
clay, symbols of mortality; every natural law of decay
has done with them after its kind; yet enough remains,
when at last the patient restorers of Babel have come fo
___l_-;_er.'_' heaps,” to refute the tale of Jahvel's curse, and
“to make the dead dust a living soul.  The palpable en-
i croachment of desert and flood upon a narrow strip ‘of

L 1 Rawlingon : A ncionsd Monirehies, i p, 68.
2 Lofwst Chaldwa and Susiana, pe 150
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| which Babylon might become “heaps; ” but what
'phet had predicted this her ‘resurrection’? ik

| Then came the fruitful Lompetmons of mterpreters,.-' :

. Lassen, Burnouf, Rawlinson, Hincks,! — and the spieﬁd;d

| track of verification which has establrshed the subst:.lmial. e
_c.orrc,ctnosar. of their mvathcu:l2 The Semitic character of

the Assyrian records, and the true. pronuncmt:on of divire 1

' names, was apparent from the syllabaries; the names ol e
. kings were more or less verified by Hebrew and pther-l'
| writings. A far greater amount of resource than had
| sufficed for ngptolbg;ca} studies came rapidly to hand.
" In 1857 Rawlinson, Hincks, ‘Talbot, and Oppert madc_;.
fe;mr independent versions of seven hundred lines; % and
| they were so similar to each other that the validity of the
. igencral method was beyond dispute  However dubious

f 1 Giatefend’s diseovery of the mames of three kings and o' Persepolis alphabet in :Sqi was
0 s0 facin advance of a time when Tyehsen and Miinter and others i:ulmt 10 dwlpher thesa'
" monuments, that it was thirtyetwo years' baforé these discoveries cuu]d e nsolved or |
lested.? | Molil's' Finplsegd ans & Listoire dvs dewddes vrieniales, ¥, sars ) |
e ﬁrst researches which theew real licht on the cuneiform inscriptions were x:ot dmse
J of Lagard and Rawlinsom, but those of 'Schullz, trpics of the Van inseriptions,’ Whase Pipers
wive saved by Mohl, and urged upon the Brench government in a valuable reporty 1840,
Grotefend had praved that the Pepsupoiia tablets éontained a Janguage of vnwe}s and cuuv
sonants, making tames agd titles of Darias: m\t! Hrrges i and then, 1940, came Iinrnrm[‘smd
O Ldssen's memoirs on | Niebuhi's and Schinlts's copies.  Rawlinson had but ove letter 16 dls-
eover, | (Milllex's Preface to Mohl's Firngissepd aps df histoire des &fudes orientalis, okl |
Mol siirred up students and explorers, ~ Botla and 'others,—to study the three ‘cuneform
aiphabets, and also Cslonel Rawlinson, who hostessed the one copy of the Behistun tulmgunl
(xxiv.) But Rawlinson held back: Thién Flindist and Coste published their inscriptions,
iBaae  Bonta's inymenise spoils of l\.?lér*-ﬂha_r! werd dept (o Paris, 1845, Then Lagard's
work, stimulated by Botla's, began, 1545, Rawiinson's translation of the Behwuu appearad
| ie 187, When Rawlingon sent the copies {0 London, Norriy, the Secretas v ot the L uudan
Bodiety, * conld detect the faults of writing in' the copies with 'the rame certainty that a
Latinist could! correct the faules of & Lad inseription !’ (xxviii), | Layaid prosr:ru!ed his
[thdguificent researches at Koyunjik, ;uhhshed 18s1's then at Babylon, }
| # Cuneiform wiiting had probably bieen invented at Babylon, tran n|mrlerl thc‘ms 1o Nines
veh, and applied to the Assyrian tongue; then later carn ted to Eobataun, and applied to Lhe-
Median tongun ; and finally adayied to the Parsian ar Persepolis  Mohl's ¥ingt-seft ang

L Adetotve des Andps or vigitalesy . pr xS, It gradually’ became -umphncd, till at Petupohn

it was n!phqbetlc:l

8 Ménant s B dbusents déptrraphie assyrienne, ;
3 Report of Qrienial Tutersationa? Congress, 1873, Tomy il P 126, i
& Journal of the Royal Asiatic Soclaty, Juae, 1874« | :
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many pa sages are still cénfeesed to mnam, every day
reveals some mew and positive feature of Assyrian and
Bab}'loman histary; the original texts are translated for
the common reader in Europe and America, and theu‘"',
“testimony is transforming the Bible into secular ‘teaching
even for Sunday-schools.t

The early death of George Smith ' left his tmm]aﬂon
of the Babylonian Genesis-legend and mythical cpopee a
mere collection of fragments, pieced together with unveri-
fied conjectures; but fresh copies and surer readings are
fast supplying what was wanting in this and other records;
the indefatigable industry of Ménant, and the productive
genius of Frangois Lenormant, are seconded by the nu-
merous collaborateurs of the Society of Biblical Archae-
ology. QOppert, Schrader, Ménant, and Sayce are bring-
ing [fssyrian grammar imto the line of exact secience;
and as the many tracks of a great inquiry are sure to
converge in some s_.dequate-mind, so in the interpretation
of cuneiform literature, the first creative day has come
to its fulniess in Eberhard Schrader.? The confession by
this eminent Assyriologist of the many sources of. error
to which cuneiform decipherment is still subject, gives
great value to his positive claims ini bebalf of its results?
Two extremely important conclusions may be considered Ll
assured by his careful studies. The first is the presence
in' the Assyrian column of the inscriptions, of a third
form of Semitic speech besides those already known ag
the Western and Southern forms, The second is the fact
that the number of passages in these inscriptions in any
material manner confirmatory of the Biblical recordstis
wvery small indeed, in view of the vast amount of material

¥ The Enghsh \rerslun as given in the Rs'cn!fd'.r of the me is wmgmzed as on the
whole being the most literal and having least oper tings fot ineviiable diversitics and readings,
- Delattre : Inseriptions Historigues o Winivg ef de Badylone, p. 56, L

3 Zeitlehr. d. Dentsch. Movienl, Gosellsch. XXiiie v
8 Behrader 1 Kedlinsch. und Geseiy 1878,




reliablencss of the Bo
ially in matters of chron

1 A
© Kings and Chronicles, espe .
| s indicated by G'Glli'-tm'dicti'dxi_s.-._silmd_,gt equal in number |
‘the confirmations, This scholar admirably says: ¢
_thotisand times better that a manifest incongruity be-
_ twéen the Bible and the inscriptions should be admitted,

than that it should be forcibly concealed either by
twisting  the Bible or breaking: down' the mo.n-hmgiji-tal )

ther sources of the geograply of Palestine, as well as that

should receive ample confirmation from the inscriptions,
'i5/ no more than was to have been expected.?  Other
' tmatters of conspicuous interest, such as the subjection

‘of Isracl to Assyria, hardly needed such confirmation.
‘On the other hand, the few references in these inscrip-
| tions to the relations between Hebrew and Assyrian kings
‘contain many probably irreconcilable differences from the
 Bible story. ' The Assyrian chronology, as contained in
the  eponymous lists,”” —of which there are many inde-
pendent and parallel forms, and which are not only in
agreement with each other, but absolutely confirmed by a
very credible witness, the so-called Canon of Prolemy,—
for the space of two hundred and twenty-eight years, is in
g0 strong opposition to the Rible' that harmonists have
been driven to the desperate expedients of doubling names
{n the lists, and imagining breaks extending over nearly
fifty years, at the very epoch when such 2 violent proceeds=
ing was least permissible’  For, unfortupately, the chief
differences between the Biblical and the cuneiform annals
come precisely where the latter are most thoroughly for-
tified by the above-mentioned Canon ; pamely, in the times

1 Schirader : Kedlinseh, sond Gesch, poos: * Ibid., pp 87 99 ? .
/ 8 1bid., pp- 300- 304, : iy

That what was f;rg.vibusly :kn'own.- from the Bible'.é;néll"z it

: ﬂle neighboring countries, even, to Arabia and Egypt, " i



of 5 gon and’ _Se-ﬁﬁaché'fib,'-wl1ere the '3vari:k'n-ce.anf1_dqﬁi;3
to thirteen years! Hebrew kings® whom the inscriptions

show to have belonged to the time of Tiglath-pileser (745~

727 B.C), are placed by the Bible previous to his reign,
and made contemporary with an Assyrian king Phul, whose
name is not to be found on the monuments, and is irrecon-
cilable with the “ eponymous lists,” leading to the most
arbitrary constructions of the history of Nineveh by dis-
tinguished Assyriologists,®  To complicate the difficulties,
the Book of Chronicles ascribes to Phul what belongs to
Tiglath-pileser.* There are obstaclesin the way of iden-
tifying the cuneiform Ajabbu with the Hebrew Ahab?
Equally illustrative is the attempt to identify the Belshazear
of Daniel with the Nadonidus of the cuneiform and of
history, recorded as the king of Babylon at the time of
its capture by Cyrus. This has been done by supposing
that Nabonidus had a son named Belshazzar, who, “ as he
seems to be commander-in-chief of the army[ ?], probably
had greater influence than his father, and so was repre-
sented as king.” Though no such name as Belshazzar is
to be found in the tablet, “it is ¢vidently he who'is meant
by 'the king’s son with the armyiin Accad.”® 'Yet the
allusion to the king's son, and to other officers and soldiers,
is of the most incidental character, -

* Schrader; Kﬁ?.l'-ﬁ_u::'s. s Gesel, D- 344,
* Munahem and Pekab, - So Azarial dnd Aliaz.

8 Schenders Keilinsch, wnd Gosch, p. 347 Also Delattre : Fnscriptions Fi oriquen |

PP 640 B9

* Schrader ! Keilinsch, und Geseley P 437y 441

8 Ibid, pp. 356-37. _ ; .

@ Thie differences in translations are most obvious N the' ruadings of ideom mes which
‘represent propes names, and may have one or another fores, Thus the sama God is rendered
by Rawlinson Fwd; by Ménant, £ ; and by Sayce and Schrader, X immon.  Tsdudaris a
‘vap given by Smith, provisionally, for a Sun-hera whose real name has not vet been learned,
But there is equal difference about the meaning of the names of matals found in the {nsérip-
tions; which is natural enough, since the same is true of the metals and precious stones mine
ticned in the Bible and on the Egyptian monuments.  S6 with wild beasts in the records of
royal hunis, in which different translators render the same word by buffaloes, elephants, and
| amir, rhinoteros, and wild boars.  See various translations of Tiglath-pileser I . Also De-

datire 1 Duscriptions Hitloriques, pp. 38, 6o, )
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1 What would be of most importance for the Bible apolo-

| gists is some confirmation, direct or indirect, of the mirac-
ulous dealings with which the thread of Old Testament
" History i so thickly hung; but of this there is. not a
. shadow. . The frantic endecavots of the harmonists to

make out of the few natural points of connettion be-
tween the Old Testament and the Babylonian and Assy-
| tian records what they call © confirmations of the Sacred
| Scriptures,” consist in forcing the parallelism by wild
- conjectures in order to deduce a wholly unwarranted con-
; clusion ; namely, that the record of the Bible, gspecially
the' Genesis' story, is historically true, It is further ne-
cessary to assume, with Rawlinson and Geilie, that the
| Hebrew only has the original revelation, which the Chal-
‘dee has perverted.  The confusion herc is palpable ; the
| agreement, were it one and much greater, would only
prove the antiquity of the myth among Semitic and
probably other nations, but by no means afford addi-
tional argument in favor of a historic basis, especially
against the researches of science. Yet this is the current
 logic of the harmonizing apologists.

A still more perilous crack in the system is \the per-
sistent forgetfulness or repudiation of the fact that the
superiority of the Hebrew Bible over every other Scripture
of the world, which is the objective point of their studies,
cannot be proved by the imperfections of the world Serip-
tures as known to us at present. Thus Geikie, in his ex-

altation of the Bible above the inscriptions of Egypt and

" Babylon, because it was concerned *with the cry of the
oppressed peoples ” and the divine moral law while they
were busy with the self-glorification of eruel kings, though
true to a considerable extent, omits to recognize that the

literature, religions and secular, of the ancient world has
been mainly destroyed by Christian fanaticism and neg-
Ject, except such references and quotations in writers like
_.\Q,\-\. ' |

-~
L g




as serve but fto assure us of their vast dimensions and to
us unsearchable contents.

The ethnic genealogy of Genesis gets no new indorse-

ment, and the names which have puzzled ethnologists in
its 'Noachic lines are as dark as ever. The monuments
have nothing to say of Cushites or Hamites, whose very
natnes were, it would now seem, unknown in the lands of
Nimrod and of Mizraim, and were obviously chosen for
geographical convenience, ot to convey those temporary
tribal antipathies upon which Hebrew ethnology was so
largely erected. ' Nimrod is unknown to the monuments,
spite of the theory that he'is to be found in the mythic
Merodach, and of George Rawlinson’s insistence, upon
Biblical authority, on his historical character, and Smith’s
pointless conjecture that he is thr, game with the Izdubar
of the Chaldean epic, because he was a ¢ mighty hunter”

(as were all the Assyrian kings) and is located in Erech,
one of “ Nimrod’'s cities.”! The best authorities have

drawn from the tablets a mythical solution of the name,

as that of the Babylonian god Merodach, conceived as an =

epic hero? of whose title Nimrod is the Hebraized form.
Again, the Chaldeans,— that intangible people, whose
haziness is well illustrated by the fact that they are men-
tioned in the Bible sometimes as colonists® sometimes
as priests and official soothsayers,! and sometimes as a
conquering tribe from the North®-— are equally unknown
to the monuments till the ninth century before Christ.
Within a century they became masters of Babylon, =
great _conquerors, laying the foundatxon for the over~

1 Rawlingnn ;. A medént Mowarchips, 1. 128, Smith's dseyrvian Ditéoveries, p. 166,
| Lenormant? Ze Dehee, v 0. | Grivel (Trams, Soe. Bib, dreh: Vol iihy part L
\p 14o). ‘Sayee ( Trans Soc. Bibo Arek. Vol i, part i g 1)
U Genesie xi 31 T XV,
4 Danfel i, v, 73 viig-11
8 Jeremiah . 22, Habikkuk 1-6,




thmw of Assyrta by atd ot' thc':.Medes. Qii’e'..’think's" 4
them  Egyptians, who brought arts and letters to the
Babylonmn Semites; another makes thcm Cushites; who
retained in their language the science and! literature of

Semitic races, with:the specialty of a learned classj# -
another believes them Aryans.?  But the cuneiform tabe.
lets seem to settle the question by describing the Chal-

pmbably synonymous from the beginning; in classical |
and Biblical antiquity figuring as a learned and priestly
classd  But who were the Accadians? This leads us to the
most interesting historical results of cuneiform studies..
It seems to be from the lack of other definite sources
of informaiion that most modern scholars accept the very
‘uncertain authority of Berosus, the Babylonian historian of
 Alexander's time, as to the succession of clyﬁ‘asties which
siicceeded his monstrous .epoch of prehistoric kings, four
hundred thousand years in duration, = his Elamite or
Median dynasty, beginning ' twenty-two hundred years
before Christ, being one of the most recent.  The Greek
"legends of Nin and Semiramis have still less interest,
The | primitive  civilization of the Mesopotamian basin
was not Semitic, but Turanian or Ugro-Finnic. = This is
now recognized by the best scholars, — by Oppert, Sayce,
Lenormant, and Schrader® ' A race, whose language is
agglutinative, allied to the Finnic, Tartar, Etruscan, it may
be, -+ at all events to the Mongolian family, — brought the
earliest cunciform writing to this region® composed its
earliest annals, developed a system of magic out of which

1 Lenormant: Chaldean Magic (Eng. ed.), pp. 339, 340

2 Rawlinson 1 ducient Monarelkies, volois ¢chap. 1il.  Smith's Bible Dictionnry, — Article
% Clialdeans,!!

& Renant Semdigue Langage, 1. 67,

& Lenormant: Hssai, . . des Eragmends Cormogoniques de Birose, pp. 52-53

B Rawlinson: 4 ucient Mongreiies, i, vs ) Lenormant: Chaldean’ Maygic (Eng ed.),
pe 3525 Schrader (fedtschr o Devdsch. Mergond, Gesellaile. trix. 4o)

8 Lenormant: Chalifean Blagic, . 359

' deans as a tribe of Accadians, with which race they were



came ' the ascendency of thw:zr Chaldeas, and latd the fmm
dations iof its mythology.t The Accadians seem to have_
descended from KElam, bringing with them the pictures |
writing from  which the cunciform was developed. | Not
Semitic, as the Genesis table represents them, the Llamﬁ-"'
ite tribes spoke Turanian dialects; and derived the name
Elam from the Accadian Numme (Highlands), translated
into Semitic. ' They were from earliest times continually
invading Babylonia, where they established dynasties, —
2280~1270 B.¢.  Even down to/ the sixth century there
were wars between the two nations. From these tribes
came the as'-tr'olicmy of the Senites, who located the zenith
over Elam. | Assyrian art also came from them.

On this race, who call themselves mountaineers (Aeca-
dai), arose that largely Semitic-Assyrian civilization, local
ized more especially in Nineveh, and known to us already
through /its connection with the Hebrews and the morg
or less mythical traditions of the Grecks. Whether the
Turanian-Accadians were preceded by a “ Cephenian” race
of Hamitic affinities, from Egypt or elsewhere, spread all
over Eastern Asia, and designated in the Bible as Cushites;
and whether, as Lenormant supposes, these Cushites of
Ethiopia, in its widest éxtent, placed’in Genesis among
the children of Ham, were really the oldest branch of the
Semitic family, and thus serve to explain the origin of
that Semitic influence in Babylonia which speedily sups
planted the Turanian exotics; or whether a still earlier

black race was found in the country by these Hamitic

Semitcs, by coalescence with which they lost many Sem=
© itic traits, but preserved and transmitted Semitic speech?
- are questions of conjecture on which the monuments
a3 yet throw no adequate light. The admixture of

Semite and Mongol is, however, distinctly marked in the

o4 o Sayee in the Encyelopédia Britannica,; —'* Babylonla.’?

8 Lenormant; Chaldean Magic, pp. 343, 345
12




o _monumenta,l xecmds, even‘ in the Babyloman sculptures,
which are believed by Hamy to show these two  ethnic
types. - Recent Etruscan researches have revealed a type

~similar to that which is here believed to be Mongolsan.'
 lending plausibility to. Taylor’s theory of the Mongolian

'_zcngm of the Etruscans. ) /R
Cuneiform script proved as suscept:b]u of modtﬁcatmn

_- --5!:0 meet the requirements of Western Asiatic cw:llzatlon
. ‘as the Semitic alphabet has to serve the same purposc

_ for European. [Its ingeniously varied combinations repre-

_sented the sounds of the most differing tongues, — of

Turanian ldnguages like the Susian, Median, and Chal-

' dean; of Semitic, like the Assyrian; of Indo-Eurcpean,

' like the Armenian and the Persinn.’ Like the Chinese,

‘which has been of equal cempetency for the East of

| Asia, it was originally composed of ideographic or pie-
_ture signs, as is proved by an inscription of this kind at

Susa, and by the possibility of tracing the process of de-

velopment, through phases similar to those of Egyptian

‘‘and Chinese systems, from the: pure picture-sign to the

largely phonetic.t
Not less remarkable hat; been the ﬂ\panswc force of th15

Mongoloid family, as represented in the East of Asia by

the wide extension of the Chinese and of their civiliza-
#ion, and in the West by the immense deposit of tribes

gpeaking dialects of the Altaic or Turanian typ'e_-, covering
ancient Elam,2 Chaldea, Parthia,! and Media; ® and if the
“Qeythians” of Justin were of the same family, as he be-
lieved and as is probablé enough, holding possession of the
most of Asia for fifteen hundred years.

. These analpgies are of very great interest in the study

A Lenormant: Manwal of Anciomt Hislory of the Fast, i, 434,
3 This i8 shown by the Susian inscripticas.

& Accad or Sumir,

¢ Cosias says the Parthians were Seythians,

B This has been fully shown by Oppert.




.af al famﬂy of nat:mns whmh has p}a}’ed a much larger 3
in the history of human progress than was even Suspe.ctf.,
il within the last quarter of a century. But this is not all.

The fact that the two great systems of writing in which'
the chief civilizations of EFastern and Western Asia have '

found their record, — the Chinese ideographic. and the
Babylonian cuneiform, —- were Turanian achievements, 15
of even more striking significance.  From that ethnic
family, which has been regarded as the most materialistic.
and most devoted to transient and trivial matters; has pio-
ceeded a twofold immortality, The ideograph has been
developed  into the enduring literary medium of @ vist
living civilization; the cuneiform has been the equally en-
during monumental recovd of a departed one. The ideo-
‘graph hias been the ever-changing ideal of 2 thoroughly
conerete and seemingly unprogressive family; the cunei-

form speedily crystallized into a changeless  expression!

of the most ardent and passionate of races, the herald =
of progréss .in the Oriental world, One. only almost
reached the alphabetic stage of writing; but both show

that ethics, science, literature, mythology, and religion
‘could seize a comparatively rudimentary form of the art,

and il its child-like picturc-moulds with their universal

meanings; that intuition and faith found expression in

these, long before the slow processes of analytic study out
of which creeds and alphabets alike proceed. Both are
wonders of the constructive: power of mind in early el

ilization; striking instances of its evolutionary movement,

which can be traced back in each to the pumltlve plcture-_'
sign, the language of creative imagination in its germ.
They thus hear witness to the continuity of ideal purpose

down the course of history. All alphabetic signs, the
perfectcd organ of human speech, were gradually shaped
from materials analogous to the picture-sign of these
Mongolmd races, who, without aid from Aryan or Semitic,




"hav{, broug,ht the. plrttzrc-sxgn up to a hxgh pomt cz,.' deﬁ-'
.j__._svele:pment, giving it great capablhty of expresswn, ‘a8
well as adaptabtllty 10 the needs of dificrent races. The

" Chinese found it competent to express more and more of
their concrete detail-experience by an endless intricacy
. of strokes and figures, The Assytians and Persians found
" it equally ‘capable of ideal 'uses, conveyed successfully
. through endless combinations of a single constructive ele-
ment, the graphic wedge. ' Through the strictness of its
laws of stricture, as positive in their use of the Chinese
penul stroke and the Babylonian wedge as the laws of ar-
chitecture in their use of arch and buttress and scroll,came
. the possibility of a change “of material from mere images
~into phonetic and syllabic signs, at the demand of sound
for free tepresentation as script; and the more perfect
“analysis of sound evolves from these the alphabet as the
| ‘prime organ’ of human culture. From the Chinese signs
- have come several transitory alphabets of Asia, as well ‘as
the 'more permanent’ alphabet of Japan. And it seems
probable, from recent' researches as well as from the
‘myth which traces letters to Babylon, that the Pheenician
létters, whence ‘the archaic Greek, and through them the
present European, were derived from cuneiform originals.t
1 Deecke, aided by Schrader and others, has traced them to
" 'maodified forms of Assyrian cursive, in the ninth century
before Christ, and undertakes to show the original names
of many of the Hebrew letters in the Assyrian language.®

“Cuneiform writing, then, carried the monumental litera-
ture of three great linguistic families, — the Turanian, the
' Sumtlc the Aryan; the first represented by the Accadians,

2 Zesgsehr, d. Doutseh, Morgenl. Gesellsch. xoa. 1oa-¥x6, | In the same, Xl yg-gy
Wiitthe, who derives them from simple strokes instead of pre- existing signs, allows that they
must have come orizinally front Babylon.  Renan also iraces them to Babylon; thongh: aot
o the cunciform (Langues Semstigues, i, p. xy3). Levormant’s theory of Feyptian: origin |
from hisvatic mgns does not seent tol be well sustained.

4 The researches of scholars into the Cypriote inseriptions -in/ Greek luwa saggcatcd the
‘derivation of the Greek cliavacters from the cuneiform
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: the sadondé"by ‘the Asqy m.ans, the thard bv the Persk
It concentrated, on the western rim of the Iranian platea
those diversities of culture by which Iran was distinguished

from the simpler uniformitics of the far East, and which

formi the ‘transition to still richer unities of civilization,
As these three races; in succession, adopted  this form of :
writing, an increasing force of combination was manifested
in it; the ideographic outlmes became more artistic; the
rectilinear strokes were rhangcd to somethmg like curves.
From the oldest Chaldean type, through Assyrian and
Median to latest Persian, it reached successively the three
great stages of writing, - ideographic, syllabic, alphabetic,
It was the . inécparable companion of the Tranian mind, 'and
the symbol of its comprehensiveness,

The immense fecundity of the Chinese in sccular, and
of the Mongols of Central Asia in religions literature,
which has been pointed out in a previous volume of this
work,! preparcs us to expect from the kindred race of
Accadians, who inyented letters and recorded thought in
primitive Mesopotamia, evidences of similar mental activ-
ity. And as the basis of those civilizations was a devel-

oped fetlchlsm, expressed in systems of | dwmanon, 50 we. |

shall not be surprised to find that the carliest cuneiform =
reports this kind of product on an extended scale. Thei
library of Asshur-bani-pal furnishes fragments of a wvast
Accadian work on Magic, of no less than two hundred

tablets, which * was for Chaldea what the Atharva-Veda

was for India.” And here, at the beginning of Iranian
life, is foreshadowed the grand feature of its matumﬁ
consciousness, in the inevitable Dualism of the fetichistic
stage of human, progress. The moral problem thus early
stands as a division of heaven and earth between element-
ary pawers of good and evil, surrounded by which man
‘maintains his liberty and asserts his personality by runic

! "The Author’s Chda, path il chng iv.
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| spell, talismans, amulets, imprecations, phylact
| cantations, and sacred names ":’a'nt'l -.fo’r_mﬁl;{s repeated ad
 wauseam, " boundary which the ‘gods cannot pass,” T
whose bidding diseases. and bewitchments come and go,
| while spirits follow the will of each possessor of their
“secret law.  As in later Persian belief the struggle of good
' with evil is symbolized by the relations of Light and Dark-
| ness, so here, though in a less consciously. symbolic and
. ethical form, light and darkness are antagonists; here also.

| the Dualism takes the form of a positive battle.  The wat

“of the seven rebellious Maskim, cosmic elementary spirits |
from the abyss, against the life of the heavens and the
| earth, against gods and men, whose ravages the spirit of
. Fire by aid of a divine messenger restrains, seems almost
a prelude to the later wars of Ormuzd and Ahriman?

' Accadian hymns to the protecting deity in Fire are, as
| translated in Lenormant and Smith, scarcely inferior to
those of the Avesta: — -

| #Fire, supreme chief rising high in the land ! Hero, son of ocean,
] ‘riging high ! . :
 Fire, with thy pure and brilliant flame, Thou bringest light into the
: dwellings of darkness ! IR : e
Thou decidest the fate of everything which has a name.| May the .
" works of the man, his son, shine in purity ! j
May hie be high as heaven, holy and pure as the earth ! _
Thou who chasest the wicked Maskim, who strikest terror into the
' wicked heart, 4
Destroyer of enemies, terrible weapon which chasest the plague, fer-
| tiley brillizat, : :
'May the rivers and the countries rest with thee | Expel evil from my
oy .
4 Cod of the house, protector of the family!’*
# May the sunrise dissipate darkness, and the evil spirit depatt into
the desert! ™ il
o Inimipgion. quated by Lenormant in Chaldean Magic, o A4

® Lenorant 1 Cheddean Magiey p 18, Smith: Assyrion Discaveries, pio8
¥ Ibid., ppe 184-186, A



j o-.dasapﬁéa}, and i -*srpateat evil pq rs,
y hand come at the calh T

Unto thy hghl look the great gods, and the splr:ts of earth all bow".' ¥
before thy face.”? | |

"I'he moral bearmgs of Accadlan Duahsm ar¢ not less.
/in s0 superstitious a fetichism as this. Smith

thus._trans!ates a penitential psalm-

*o my Lord, my. transgression is great ;. many my sins.

Omy ‘groddess, my transgression is great: many my sins. The trans-

| gression that T committed I 'knew not, | |

The forh;dden thmg d:d 1 eat. My Lord in lus wrath has pumshed

me,

I lay on the ground, and no man took me by the hand. .

1 cried aloud, none would hear me.  To my God I refe: r«.d my dis-
|/ tress, my prayers addressed. | .

0 ny hod, seven times seven are my transgresamns 5 ok

Lnke the larer Zoroastnans, the Accadians derwed good )
and evil from one source, Mul-ge, though not by con- |
scious abstraction, but rather by inability to. analyze the
moral sense and the cosmic clements. Curiously enough,
Zrven, the name given to the later constructed Unity,

- has been found in Berosus as mythic pemomﬁcatlon“ f
. the old Turanian race, ‘whose Ma!agg certainly prefig
“ures his funcnon in the Iater fa;_th* The Fravashi, ldeal.
g'uardian or h:ghe_r soul assi ned to every one. in the
esta, has hrs protct;pe for thef"Accadlan f‘anth in a

e ev:l spu:ts of thc Accad:ans, hlce the Hebrew, dwclt' i
u:l'the a:r and desert and took possession of the body and (i

*'Lenonnanr Chaldean Magic, pp. 179, 383 | )
# Saycels eﬂmon of Smith's Zawly Babylonia, p. 24- 8 Ihid., piab i
W A Lenomant u Chaldean Magie, pp. 53, 123, 205, ! 6 Ibid., pr 282, A



' descr:bed in Accadl&n hymns, Was sumlar to the Hebrw
Skedl, its imprisoned shades dwelt in darkness and dust,
mth scarce a sign of feeling, yf:t somehow survived deétth'- B

with a kind of conscipusness, and were even somet;m%&-,:_

taken up into the company of the gods. ' i

' The instinctive anticipation on this lower stage, of pun—- .

_;caples iy which more advanced cnlture has found high'

ﬁimentary powers alone. The Accadians had a mystical scale
of numbers, and saw a secret virtue in holy names. Thus'
' Seven is the number of spirits of evil (Maskim). Butthe
| fear and the hope rise, even through the superstitions, to
~ trust in the personal will of all-pervading protective being.
'/ The Supreme Name, ‘“the secret of Fea,” which he teaches
' to his son, the mediating ‘god, is called ¢ The Number;
" and by this hidden law of the world all forces are ordained
and ruled. Jewish reverence for an ineffable Name in
Ca.bala and Talmud goes back, says Lenormant, to ‘the
magic of the Chaldean Accadians.?  In the popular songs
and agricultural maxims everything has its own fortunate
number.  Here are the earliest teraphim,” or little fig-
ures of gods and animals, believed to carry the mystic
potency 1nvol\fcd in their creation, and set up in the
thresholds and near the bed? as protection, foreshad-
owing the idolized types and images of more cultured
religions. The divining-rod of the Accadian magician
anticipates the miraculous staffl of Moses, which subju-
gates those of the Egyptian conjurers; & and his arrows,
those which thé Hebrew prophet casts for similar pur-
poses.*  We do not here enter into the consideration of
the amamng fact that the main portion of that remark-

1 Lenormant : Chaldean Magic, p, 44 2 Ihid., p. 28
8 a Kings, xiii 1410, !
L Sayce s Lecturs on Babylonian Lilsralure Gafore the Royal Institute, in Lnndan, 1878.

religious meaning, is not illustrated by the dualism of ele-' '
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Cable Assyrian literature, pathered into the royal library

Hindu and Egyptian piety, to constrain the superhuman

of Nineveh, — with its' great Bibles of hymus and prayers,

of magic, of astronomy, agriculture, mythology ; aboveall, |
with its wondetful epos containing those primeval stories of

Solar Tahors, of Titan Wats, of a Flood, and of the Descent
of ‘4 God to the Dead, on which so much of Hebrew and
Greek mythology was probably built, - was translated by
the Semites ‘out of this old Accadian tongue: T wish to
note a more important historical relation in this ‘earliest
Turanian phase of the development of Tran,

Even here we find that intense direction of the religious
nature towards pérsons, as distinguished from principles
and laws, which is characteristic of that whole develop-
ment.  Its primitive magic is absorbed in personal wills, -
good and evil, to be loved, feared, or propitiated: it is one

endless conversation with a superhuman world of positive

aims, purposes, motives. And it has béen noticed by
Lenormant! that Accadian magic differs from Egyptian ) N
the absence of that identification of the dead with deity,
which gave the risen spirit the name of Osiris in Egypt,

and even raised the animal world into more than a symbol

of cternal things. Of this pantheistic loss of the person
in the idea, not a trace exists in Accadian thought. Nor
do sacred names, formulas, truths, possess the power, as i

world.  The Accadian priest bowed before a superior per-
sonality, appealing to this prayer, and conguering evil by
the intercession of other persons, such as Merodach of the
older hymns.  The sovereign Name itsclf is not so much

. amore or less abstract form of power, like the Egyptian
 pames of deity, as a positive living Will. Personal media-

torship begins in theold Chaldean tablets, = Silik-mulu-khi? -
who cures diseases, drives out demons, and raises the dead,

" Chaldean Misgic, ehap. vie
‘s Hpmobin Leacrmant ;s Chaldeak Megicy pp. 64 190, 192, 207,
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by knowledge gwen him as the commlssmned son of Hea, '
—- “oiving and saving life,” “merciful king of heaven and
carth,” — strikingly resembles the mediatorial saviours of
Zoroastrianism  and Christianity,  Silik-mulu-khi  never
reached the abstract form of the Christ of the Church,
. was not an idea, a mystic presence, an all-conquering

Name, @ process of history, — but remained a person .

only, endowed with beneficent functions, but absorbing
.'.an'fa-nal'ogous venerat‘ion.: \

o | 4 TLord, thou art s.ublmm What {ransﬂory being is equal to thee s

Among gods, the rewarder : among gods, the hero.
_'10 thee are heaven and earth : to thee are death and life.”

‘He is so evidently regarded as a personage in real life,
that the bibliolater identifies him with Nimrod, and the
scholar with Merodach. The idea of a mediator, the nat-
ural result of a worship of deity as personal will, is trace-
able, like other Semitic beliefs, to a Turanian antiquity, In
its substance, it is precisely what we find it in the relation
of the Accadian through Silik-mulukhi to Hea; namely,
that of one individual to a higher individual, facilitated by
a third. Transformed, as in Christianity, into a mystic eso-
teric idea of unity, drawing the mind away from concrete
wills to supreme ideas and principles, it loses its essential
meaning ; and ‘were the change but consistently and cormi-
pletely made, would lose its historic and personal basis
altogether, and ccase to claim any, or even to admit
its possibility, Of this there is no hint in Accadian
conceptions; not even of that interchangeableness of
divine names which we find in the Veda dimly foreshad-
owing the unity of all gods in the impersonal Brahm,
Here, on the contrary, every god stands in his own dis-
tinct individuality, — spirits without number, inhabiting
natural forms, or using natural powers, but nof traced
back to one principle or grand generalization of the di-
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; ,uin,e;_ A personal guardian invisibly attends cvery one, and
- personal demons possess body and mind. A supreme
triad — Anu, Hea, Mul-ge — respectively rule Feaven,
Earth, and the Underworld; from the last of whom both
good and evil spirits proceed. Even in the dark deeps
. of Shebl there dwells a living helper, Nin-dar, slayer of
monsters and pests, Finnic magic, as described in the
Kalevala, shows a similar triad of personal rulers, a simi-
lar dualistic struggle of good and evil powers, with similar
exorcisms and spells for expulsion of demons, mainly
through gods of light. ' The religions of these kindred
races agree also in placing that kind of metal in which
each was specially wont to work under a special god.
Similar affinitics have been sought in another race be-
lieved to have been of Turanian type, the Etruscans; and
the evidence, both as regards personal names and religious
beliefs, is very striking.?  The solar origin of the Accadian
deities and legends becomes more obvious the more they
are traced to their elements, revolving around the move~
ment of the sun through his visible and invisible paths, of |
the upper and under worlds, of day and night, and through

the zodiacal signs, of which these Turanian astronomers =

seem to have been the framers? - _

The records of this primeval civilization, which was.
flourishing in Chaldea at least forty centurics ago, and per-
haps a thousand years earlier than that, have been care-

fully preserved. . 1If the Semitic Assyrians who supplanted

the *“ Accad and Sumir” had done nothing else but trans-
late their contents from the older langunage and cuneiform

.typc. to which they were committed into their own cur- =

‘rent writing and tongue, not only preserving the originals,
but providing for their study the appliances of lexicon

1 Isaac Taylor in Kegort of Oriental Inicraationa! Congrese, 1894 (Tribmer),
* Hymng as translated in Lenormant - Chaldearn Misgic ; and the legends s deseribed by
Sam Lecture on Bibylonian Lilerature before the Royal Institute in London, :898
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‘and grammar, and all with a serupulous historic affection
amounting to a filial piety like that of the Chinese in these
" matters,—they would have entitled themselves to the lasting
. gratitude of mankind, and can never be charged with havy
ing lived to little purpose. And this they have thoroughly
done. ANkt i iy
The records of the old Accadian kings, from Lig-Bagas
‘of Ur down, are jejune,~-mere items of temple and towers

| building, their names now given in Semitic, now in Tuféas

\ mian}  But their literature was preserved in libraries,
. located in the numerous cities of Babylonia;? and from
these the Semitic Assyrians not only brought the great
‘works of 'poetry, ‘mythology, science, and magic which
théy translated and studied so carefully, but also probably
derived their own system of free public libraries, like those
" of Sargon and Asshur-bani-pal, into the inner working ‘of
which we can look to-day with astonishment that there
is nothing new under the sun. The literary capacity of
these ‘old Turanians is perhaps the most remarkable fact
in history. The oldest of epics, to which the name ‘of
Tzdubar has been provisionally - given, is ‘an elaborated
product of Accadian genius, forty centuries old, and shows
how early the poetic facultyof man found inspiration in
the great lights of heaven® This marvellous epic, with
its twelve great legends based on the twelve zodiacal
signs, turning their Accadian mames into dramatic per-
sonifications, and the process 'of the Sun through their
saccessive mansions into labors of a mythic hero, which
ate curiously paralleled or repeated in the Semitic and
Aryan forms of the Hereules myth, interweaving also the
lunar phases in a form which is the prototype of that
wide-spread cyele of myths wherein a dying god is
v Swaith: Harly History of Babylon. Records of bhe Past, vol, il
2 Seiith o Avicint History of Babylon (Sayce’s ed.), . 19,

B Boa wieotmt of this ebic:in Sayeo’s Badyliniow Literature ; und the poem in Smith’s
Assyrian Discoveries (Suyce's edl).




_ '-.-s'p'.ii;it- of love in Nature, and sough
~in the dcr-wprld, ~ this marvellous epic is worthy
to be called the cradle of mythologies, even from ‘what
we already know of its contents. Another cycle of Ac-
cadian legends shows the perception of cosmical order.
and law 4s wrung from chaos by personal Will. . The wars
of gods against Titans in Greek cosmogony are prefigured
in those of Bel and Aku and Merodach against the de-
structive forces of Nature, and the crude abortions—half
beasts, half men — of chaos. How monsters of blind aim-
less types and demons of the dark were conquered by the
sabre of Merodach (lightning); how Tiamat, the abyss-
mother of this abnormal progeny, was cloven and cast
with her brood into the Underworld 3 how the storm-Titans
fought in vain against the heavenly constructive lights,—
was a favorite theme of Accadian imagination a thousand
years before Hesiod wrote or Homer sung. This prog- -
ress by the strife of orderly will against blind force is the it
key-note of Western thought, struck so long ago on the
shores of the Persian Gulf, to attune the soul of man with
the signs of heaven. This is what the Sun meant to those |
first watchers of his triumphant march through _cloud.’a:i.d_l.' '
storm and night, So the attempt of the seven storm-spirits
o destroy the Moon-god was probably the poetic version
of an eclipse!  The waning and waxing Moon is a queen,
‘of heaven descending through the chambers of the death
realm, putting off her garments of glory one by one, and |
then, divinely delivered, resuming them as she rises again
“upon a sorrowing and pining world.?  But long before the
“epic of Tzdubar concentrated the faith of the Accadians,
 they had uttered their penitence, praise, and prayer to the
_gods of the heavenly bodies and the elemental powers

L Recomds of the Pasty vol, v, (Fox Talbot's translation). o]
s ¥ Descert of Ishtar; Schrader’s translation. Also Records of the Pasi, vol. i (Fox
& Talbot's transiation). ¢ i
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in hymns and liturgies, the fragm&r:ts of which surprise
us by their resemblance, in many respects, to the Hinda
Veda and the Hebrew Psalms. | The objects ‘of worship
~arc different; but the ascription of personal feeling and
will is quite as vivid and real as anything even Jin the
Aatter, and the ‘mastery of Nature by these indwelling
powers impregnates clements and forms with a sympathy
_ as intense as that which they yield to Indra or Jehovah.
“Phe will of Silik-mulu-khi rules the heavens and earth
- like a sword.” * He commands the flower, and it ripens;
the sea, and it is calm”  The ‘“hero Fire clothes space

like a garment, presses up the hills and kindles the dark-
'ness.”  “The overwhelming fear of Anu girds his path

in the sky” ' Day is thy servant, O Istar, and heaven
_ thy canopy.” ' The transgressor, confessing his sins in the
‘dust, and crying without help from man, * addresses his
- prayer to his god.” “The sin thy servant has sinned,
bring back to blessedness: let the wind carry away his
‘transgression.  May thy heart, like the heart of the mother
of 'the setting ‘day, to its place return!” These hymus
must have been accumulating for centuries. "
The most characteristic thing about Acccadian civilization
is the passion for literature. fn its old deluge myth, as
reported by the Greeks from Berosus;! the Chaldean Noah
(Xisuthrus) is bidden to bury the sacred writings at Sip-
para, his native city, before the flopd comes; and there,
after he has been taken up to heaven, his followers return
to recover them. Oannes, the fish-god from the sea-coast,
“to whom these primitive Chaldeans ascribe their culture,
s expressly said to have brought them letters, Like the
Chinese, they invent a historic system of writing, —to the
West of Asia what that of China was to the East. Peace-
able and industrious, they meditated on the world, and

1 Abydenus and Alexander Polyhistor § Lenormant: Lo dtuge «t Pégipbe Babylons- -
erenee, p. 8.
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'tumed the msults of patient obsmnticn to Iegend sci-
ence, and song of praise. Their science, as yet in the'

elﬂmentary stage in many respects, was at least inspired
by the search for causes, by the sense of continuity and
"dev_e;-lopment_ in Nature: and this far more than with the

Semitic races, who inherited their culture, and used it

mainly in the interest of supernaturalism and national

exclusiveness. They not only worshipped the great ele-
mental wholes,;~~ the heaven, the carth, the sea, ~ but

wrought with. marvellous energy at the foundations of all
future astronomy, agriculture, and commerce. It was cer-

tainly Accadian observation which began and continued the
great astronomical work of Sargon’s library in seventy-two

books, inscribed in the name of Bel-Merodach as god of
the starry heavens, intermediate between the upper sphere
and the earth. ' Largely magical and astrological, it con-
‘tained notices of comets, conjunctions, eclipses, lunar and |
‘planctary phases, cyclic returns, and even,as some suppose,
of spots on the sun. The Accadians were the inventors of
our twelve zodiacal signs, with their very names, and of our
great divisions of time into the year of twelve months and
three hundred and sixty days, and our week of seven days,
which they named after sun, moon, and planets, and sepa-
rated by sabbaths or rest-days, religiously set apart by
statute. They named the Milky Way the “long path,”
and it has been affirmed by decipherers that they made
celestial charts, and drew lines corresponding to equator
and ecliptic, dividing them into degrees; and Layard found
a magnifying lens at Nineveh, on whose historical relas
tions conjecture may well he rife! Fragments of agri-
cultural works point us to them as the industrious founders

- of the vast system of irrigation and production of which

the wealth of Babylonia was the result = We have their
Fasii ; ‘their lists of classified animals and plants, their
* This is carefully sommarized from Sayce's Badylonian Literature.




geograph:cal statistics and hsts, therr 1abor songs and A
maxims, their farmer's calendar, their system of ownershlp :

loans. The farreaching commercial life of Babylon and
Nineveh, by land and 'sea, must have sprung from this older |
civilization of industry and culture. They had an qrchl-l'
' tecture of their own, and wrought in textile fabrics and in |
stone, Their laws guarded the' right of mhentam:e, ol
prwate #sanctuary,” secured married women's prapm‘ty,
i gave the mother the highest place in the family,! pun-
' ishing rcjectmn of her more severely than the same sin
. against the father, though distinguishing against the fe-
. male in cases of infidelity. They fine cruelty towards
/slaves, though very inadgquately® -« They strictly unite
Church and State; the statutes of the land are the com-
mandments of Hea, to which the king must conform in
their traditional rights, or the nation perishes; judges are
placed under oaths and penalties; brothers exhorted to
mutual love and gencrous dealing in the name of the law,
and in the temples of the gods; # and documents of loans,
contracts, transfers, and debts are preserved on papyrus
leaves as well as on stone. Here is a long advance on
patriarchal institutions. The free world of the West be-
gins to appear, singularly enough, in a Turanian race,
Well might this historic race dwell on the mastery of .
chaos in their songs to creative gods of cosmic order and
enlightened will. On their firm foundation the religions
and cultures of the wotld were built, and every hour te-
veals ‘some new root of civilization pushing through this
till recently unimagined soil. = The farfamed learning, the
parent-religion of Babylon, the mysterious: gift of the
. Chaldean in all that the ancient world held worthy of awe

1 K, Thomas { Fourral of the Royal Asiatic Sociely, ¥ii p 1y BEW uma)-
3. Records of the Fast, vol. il
8 1bid., vols. v+ vii. (Sayce and Smith)-

in lands and harvests, and records of their sales andwillsand



én wonder, has found af last its hlStOI’lc condmons anrl Sl

like all that man most venerates, testifies, with all the Sieat i}

mite’s: prest_&gc of miracle in its' train, to the natural law of

evolution, to the truth that all seeming beginnings pointg

beyond themselves,
The Assyrians who transmitted this Turanian wisdom

illustrate the same laws, ‘Their respectful heed to it, and |

their patient care for its preservation by grammatical re-
searches, syllabaries, lists of corresponding words, was a
recognition of universal relations, an escape from race-
prejudice, surprising at so early a period. | It scems to
lay the corner-stone of a cosmopolitanism which has since
conditioned the progress of civilization. In various forms
we shall continue to find this force of | combination the
special gift of Iran to history. We note it here on the
outermost edge of that region geographically, and at its
remotest epoch historically, as transition of the human
mind to conscious progress, It is here that races suc-
cessively open their sympathy, — first the Turanian, then
the Semitic, and then the Aryan, - a movement, it will be
recognized, of immense interest in the social history of
mankind, Only the wealth of modern archzological seis
ence has revealed what unimagined continuity of social
“evolution through the sympathy of races, inspired this
remote antiquity, — a chaos, it had been believed, of su--
perstition and war. As the heart of Asshur opened to -
receive the gift of Turan, so the, Mede and the Persian
afterwards welcomed  that  of conquered Nineveh and
Babylon; until the aristocratic exclusiveness of the Greek
in culture and of the Hebrew in religion was confronted
by that oceanic tide of nations, that ill-compacted but -
swarming empire of a thousand tribes, that movable Baby-
lon, gathered around a Cyrus or a Xerxes, to teach the
one race a larger synthesis of humanity, and to prepare
for the’ other a historic indebtedness which should in
13



after ttme:s sap that clalm of spec:al nwpxratton:w 1¢h

Lt ititense self—conﬁdence had 1mp03td on the cwihzed_

_world1 i
'Even s0 conservativc a qcholar as Gearge bmlth wzs |
| at llength led, by his Assyrian studies, to accept the
conclusion’ that “ antiquity borrowed far more imm the
\ivalley of the Euphrates than from that of the Nile,” and
that Chaldea, rather than Egypt, is the home of Eurts—
pean civilization? Tt is not less true, as we shall see,

"__'tha{: the Hebrew religion and records were mhented pro-

" ducts, in very large degree, of the same soil; and that

.".I'Euphrates, not Jordan, is the deepest source of Jewish and
| Christian tradition.  Renan, who has comprehended very

. imperfectly the value of cineiform studies, while allowing
that ' before the entrance of Indo-European and Semitic
hations on the field of history, there were very ancient
| eivilizations, to which we are indebted for elements of

industry and a long experience of material life,” adds

| that “all this fades before such facts as the mission of

Moses,” ete. (1)  What part has been played by these
older races in directing the religious life of the Jewish
and Christian world will be a queshon for our present
inquiry. -

It is difficult ag yet to determine how large a pom(‘m of
Assyrian culture was derived from Accadian sources. The
development was certainly continuous, and, even swithout
the light thrown on it by cuneiform studies, is clearly trace-
able to the sea-coast at the mouth of the Euphrates. It ig
here that all ancient tradition places the earliest social,
iudustrizd,' intellectual life of Western Asia,  Hither, as

1 Tha Axsyrian kings huve left the racord of theix collecting, copying, and pmserving of
| ithe oid tablets from Babylon and its numerous sistey seats of learning, of their carefitl

' artangement of them in hbraries in great Assyrian cities under minote came, and of the

| pteady growth of these lbrares from the end of the minth to the foiddle of tha sayenth
century before Christ. | (Sayes's Smith C&aldean Avccount of Gensils, p. 278
U3 Asgyrian Discoveries; pe 455
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Bemsua repc:r‘cs from Babyloman records, came the m;ytluq, _
c:vnlmers,-——-Oannesund his Annedoti, half fish, half man,
—at repeated intervals, to teach rude men the arts of life.

Whether these mystic seven represent so many sacred, i

books of an early priesthood, or whether their amphibious
type points to ¢ Cushite navigators” bringing Egyptian
culture, or whether they are but mythic expressions for
the ‘principal Accadian gods, Anu and Hea, out of whose
names most of theirindividual titles appear to be formed,
as well as their general appellation (Aunedoti),! or possibly
for the Accadian Hea-khan; ¢ Hea, the fish,”?—they are
at least natural types of social origin for a race dwelling
in the constant presence of oceanic life. ' The myth be~
longs to the great cycle; of which Dagon and Derketo,
Jonah, etc., are forms, | The same’ causes peopled the
Chaldean chaos with sea-monsters, under the sway of
Tiamat, *the watery abyss,” whence the gods also rise
and create.  In the mythologies of Asia generally, “ocean”

means the atmospheric deep, — space mingling with sea,

for the mind 'as it does for the eye® In the Chaldean we
first hear the roar of the actual ocean, not as mere infinite
.space, but as productive living powet. There was a fine
presentiment of scientific truth 'in the old cosmogonies
that made the sea the parent of all things. It is here, .
on the shore of the Persian Gulf, that Bel-Merodach, the
Semitic god of civilization, had his strife with the sea, as

primal chaotic element, cleaving her in two, and then

making the cosmic order from his own divided brain.
Similar forms of pantheistic. evolution, in India and
Greece, produce Brahma from a dismembered Prajipati,
and Athene from the split brain of Zeus; and from the
disseverment of a primal giant Ymir comes the Norse
1 Lenormant: Chaldean Magic, pp. 201-203.
& Smith: Chaldearn dccount of Genesis (Sayce’s edition), p. 328.

% Eckstéin on Cosmogony of Sanchowiathon (Yeurnad of the Royal A siatic -Sn.-:my\ v,
xv., fifth séries).




| universe. | 5o’ strong was their sense of contrast between
0 orderly law and blind caprice, that the bridge from one
| to the other seemed to the worshippers of Nature to re-
[ quire'a tragedy of self-evolution. . Its connection, in Chal-

‘dean cosmogony with the sea marks, as we shall see heres

' after; a very primitive form of this recognition of necessary
S '_I-Ie::re:’t-i:o were the earliest 53_11ctu.4ries and sacerdotal
' colleges, schools: of astrology and mathematics.!’ Here
L was [k, reputed home of the Hebrews, most Turanian of

‘Chaldean cities; here Sutippak, place iof books; here

‘the Phaenicians, sea-lovers and mevchants of the ancient
~world, whose primitive ‘world-plasm was the water, and
" whose gods, like the Chaldean, were fish-men, = Here the
© oldest Semites mingled with earlier settlers of that great
Il /Seythic race (Turanian), of which Justin says that in
early times they covered all known regions of  Asia?
. Here Bab-ilu (gate of the god) became the Semitic name
‘of ‘an old Accadian city; Kéa-Dingira, (same meaning),
while the kings of’ Chaldea proper had still. Turanian
names? At last ¢ Asshur went forth and builded Nine-

_ vel':,'“'*-«—'the god of 'the nation being put for the nation,
'and the name¢ of the nation then used, Hebrewwise, as a
‘personal name, And so the two cities, Semite and Semito-
Turanian, grow side by side for centuries of rivalry, till
the beginning of the eighth century before Christ saw the
'de'er of Babylon broken by the great Sargonide dynasty

. of Nineveh, which ruled as one the two greatest empires
| 6f the East. | The closing period of the Assyrian empire,
| from Tiglath-pileser to Asshur-bani-pal, concentrated the
fruits of a civilization of fifteen centuries; till, enfeebled
by laxury, and harassed by Scythian hordes, it yielded
| to the hardy mountaineers of Cyaxares the Mede and his

3 Lenovmant: Fragme. Cosmiog., - 220 t Justin i Historla; i 3
8 Yenormant: Chudear Magic, s 320 & Genesis, 3 1L

Frech, seat of pricstly culture; here the ancestral land of i
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; Babyloman allzm Then luabylan tose agam to the
zenith, and Nebuchadne?zal made her the heir in full of
all past ages. ] : i !
1In the 11ght of recent researches, the statcmcnt of Op-—"
pett that the two elements of Chaldeo-Assyrian civilization :
were too closely interwoven to be distinguished, either in
respect of language, manners, or worship, appears extreme.
But in the most important features of what we may call the
Iranian type of historic influence, there were Lertcunly
striking ‘resemblances between these two races.  To the
nerve of Turanian industry corresponded that of Assyrian
passion for military success. Alike in Bdbylon and Nineveh
the records of monarchs are one continued boast of de-
votion to' their ideals, whether of overthrowing kingdoms
or of erecting shrines. Im both the siggurat shoots up-

ward its seven stages, bearing witness to the superstitions

of an audacity that must surely have called down the wrath
of a jealous God. 'That Turanian thirst for universal do-
minion under a single head, which appears alike in the
spread of these tribes over Western Asia to build up a vast
industrial empire on the Persian Gulf, in the ever-advanc-
ing expansion of the Chinese emperor-worshippers to the
opposite shore of the continent, and in the shorter-lived
conquests of ‘a Tamerlane or a Genghis-Khan, has its ana~
logue in the boundless ambition of Semito-Assyrian kings.
In Asshur-bani-pal or Tiglath-pileser, scourger of nations,
king of kings, lord of the universe, one with heaven's host,
earthly image of a Semitic Asshur ot Jahvch the personal

- will stands in its pure excluswmeqs as absolute human '

godhood, burning with a nervous fire that consumes all
- flesh. It is the worship of such exclusive anthority that
impresses us in the politico-religious life of Assyria, Ju<
dea, Arabia, and the world-coveting and world-mastering
. faiths that sprang from these Semitic centres; andi it was
inherited, in less extreme form, by the Persian and his



ShahAn-shah, ' Tn all these the nations follow, as the
million ripples their tida_lfw;w'ef,z_sonm omnipotent king or
‘messiah, over whom visibly or inyisibly hovers his arche- |

: "'typa'l ‘self, the winged man, whether as Ormuzd, Aséh;.u-r;.;-.

AN

‘or Jahveh, or the Christian Creator and judge. Thas ap-

| ‘pears, in its instinctive might, the all-productive worship
. of will-power, of which modern religions have been the |
. successive waves,  The same tribal exigencies in these Se-

| mitic empires created Il and Bel, and Asshur and Jahveh, |
and Arabian Allah, ' : SRR R
' The gods of Assyria are the older gods of Chaldea, with
| the conspicuous exception of Asshur,! who, as special su-
| preme tribal deity, takes the place before oceupied by Bel.?

| The kings recognize his constant; present will, and rule by
. his dictating word, intensely sympathizing with s passions

. ate and jealous nature, dedicating to him their conquests

and nionuments, palaces and temples and public works,
in gratitude and joy, and calling themselves, in pride or in
loving dependence, by his name?  No sense of personal
relation with deity can be more intensely real, and none has
ever inspired greater enthusiasm in conquest and in work.
Qo real and human is Asshur, that Rawlinson thinks he must
have been a deified man, a positive son of Shem "(1)* A
degree of similar communion is made possible in the case
of inferior gods by the energy of volition of which they are
all tyrpes of one kind or another. The monumental symbol
of Belus is the horned cap of Hea, the god of wisdom, the
serpent; ‘of Sin, the crescent or new moon; ot Shamas, the
| 1 According to Sayee, Asshur means the watersborder (of the Tigris). Actording to Kie-
| perty @, in Darivs's inseriptions, means “good or Just 3 7 originally ¥ even, smooth.”
Lielerbuchk der alten Geogr., . 139, ¢ ’
"% Bercsus in Dubois’ Assyrin and Chaldea, pp. 45, 57+
¥ Mot less than thirty-one of the thirty-ning names of Assyrian kings eontain the name or
| Aedignation, of A ged, thinteen, of these contain the element Asshur’s as . sphursbil-niiis,
[ # Asshur (i) the loed of his peoples?  Asshup-bane-pal, O Asslinr i protectar of the
ehild ;™ anl Buswr-dsshir, *a stronghold (ish Asshur.'* Rawlivsont Axcin_a;:. orareqiass

il z48-240, ’ ;
® Rawlinsoni 1. Amgdens Menariiicsy il 3
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_ -rawd ml?:i, or ¢reatw¢ sun of Vul the thunderhott;._
of Nm1p, the ‘winged guardxan man-ball at the gaté, and

the herculean strangler of lions; of Nergal, war-king, the |

man-lion; of Nebo, god of learning. the sunrise (?), or
the wedge, and on his statues was written “ The preserver
of those who liear him and bles; his name.”? ‘\/Ie.rodach
is the redeemmg god, ever at hand to save and restore, ~-
the Krishna, the Buddha, the Christ, of the Assyrian. The
angry gods, especially Anu, stand ready to avenge them-
selves, to break in with flood and fire and pestilence.? These
gods of human will are coupled, human-wise, with god-
desses. The Tersian’s symbol of Ormuzd, a winged war-
rior, with bow and lifted hand, enclosed in the world-circle,
was transmitted to him from the Asahur of the Ninevite
kings. ' Their symbcal of growth also, the Tree with the
candelabra-branches, or ending upward in the pine-cone
¢r vegetable flame, has descended, by the same right of
human significance, in Persian fir-cone and Hebrew burne
ing bush and tree of life. How these gods of the will
battle with monsters on the monumental walls, — strange;
half-human creatures, fit survivals of the Chaldean chaos,
“ but all terribly alive and instinct with evil purpose! The
kings are all Nimrods, and boast their trophies in hanting.

They are flames of wrath, besoms of ‘destruction; deso-

lators of nations, forever on the raid. When we think of
Assyrian art, we think of a splendid vitality, animal and
human and an intense w;il of comparatwe contempt for |
mere scenery; of crude and grudging treatment of lower
forms of Nature; of every quality that goes with pérsonal
force,—-strength, grandeur, motive power, ideal purpose,
dramatic sympathy with all vigorous life, earngst rcligious
abandon. Everywhere these figures spring to incarnate

SN Mdnantt Annales des Kois d' dssyria, p. 1af,
08 George Smith 1 Chaddean doconnt of Genests, the legend of Dibbara. pp 1ze<t29; the
sin of Ziy pp, 105124,



Iscmlhpatterns are tree-bhouts and mnged bulls ;
treatment  of living energy, Nimrud and Koyunjlk bear. _

away the palm from Greece herself, and show little inferi-
_ority in technical science;  The horse and his rider thun- |

dering to battle with level spear; the resistless king, of one
body and soul w1tl1 his rushing steeds, launching arrows _
like thunderbolts on the foes of his god; the creatures
' with outspread wings and eagle ¢yes that guard the sacred
| tree;! the firm advance and lifted hands of lower gods
| adoring Asshur; the dying agony of the wounded lion;?
the horses dropping slowly with failing knees; the terror

' of the wild ass, speared, and torn by i'rumnd's,8 ‘the oxen

moving towards each other with human feeling 'in every
limb;* the guardlan bulls, with open jaws and terrible
talons,— everything in this art is alive with invincible pas-
sion, with triumph or tenderness, aspiration or pain, I
“cannot but think the exquisite lines of Rossetti, on the '
Bull-god from Nineveh, haye in thepy more of beauty 1.110.11
of truth: — ;
¥Those heavy wings spread high
So sure of flight, which do not fly;
That set gate, never ot the sky ; !
Those scriptured flanks it cannot see;
Its crown, a brow-contracting load;
Its planted feet that trust the sod: ..

() Nineveh ! was this thy God, —
Thine also, mighty Nineyeh?”

In Assyrian art, derived mainly from Babylon, begins
the full arch, the column, the arcade, the aqueduct, the
tunnel, all forms that inaugurate movement and growth;
immense motive force of transportation by puliey, lever,
roller, and by human multitudes, working as one mat, =

1 Rawlinson ) Aacient Monarchics, |, 366, 2 [bid.; p- 355
3 Ibid., pp. ssﬁ-w 4 Tbidy p. 355



each sacnﬁ:,ed that of his. predccmm to the ambition of '
building more grandly, ot else to anticipate the swift fate,
" that approached it? As if the mere doing was enough,,'
they sot’ their gigantic structures on mounds of eartly

as grand s::ulpture in stone,  Itis an art that presses mm-_ i
ward and upward, a steady advance; as the kings grow |1}

CUN ___,zFORM ‘\IONU \'[FNTS

,i‘otms t)f wmkmg art—demgns of, mc_tal as we'

in ability to the last, so theu latest palaces are' their Best,
their last age the golden.  The Assyn'm sigaural spanned
the whole of being,—an observatory and a tomb; a tower
ascending to heaven, a monument resting on the dead;
it watched the stars above, the graves beneath; that of
Babyton held: the tomb of Belus, and kings were buried
there as gods. Egypt has bcen supposed to be the parent
of Assyrian art, because many symbols are common to the
two countrles, -—the crux, the 'lotus, the goddess on a
lion, the scambzeus, the c,phm\c,.l but the spirit in the
two styles, differs as a flame of fire from a pyramid of
stone. © So intense is this creative fire, this instant will,
that it consumes itself in its burning. Longing for the

immottal, it seizes on the most transient materials,  With
plenty of stone at command, Aqsvnan architecture fol-___ :

lowed the traditions of Babylon,and used, to a great extent,

sun-dried brick.. Its palaces rapidly decayed. The st

pulsive: rulers incessantly dismantled their own work, <=

which gave way under their. we1ght We have here the
Uranc‘eat testimony to that filiation of races, that COIltI-

.nutty ofi hhtOi‘lC growth, which is the| msplmt;on of mod=i 0
ern science, and has dispelled the superstltlons of' speeialyiv &
positive | religions.  Crete, Cyprus, and Sicily, Mycena

. and Hion and Corinth, the isles of the Aecgean and’ the

shor_'es of Asia Minor every day reveal new evidences that

- the art as well ‘as the mythology of the classic world was

1 Layard ;s Minevek and s Bemains, il 170, 174
% Rawhuson : A ncient Mowarihies, 1 336



._-ta a Iarge degree an evolut on of 2 ssytian ages
Cab1r1 of. bamathraue, the Spf'nnv, the horned V. il
 the recent excavations in Cﬂeec:e the finely’ c&r\red cylindets '
~and castings of amulets and seals may be traced across the
-Ioman Sei to these cradles of thought and work.
. 'What a'comment it is on the passionate selfwill en
‘| bodied in king-worship that 80 little has come down 'to |
- us of domestic architecrure or popular ‘amusement ! The_.;'-':"-
pedplﬂ are there on the monuments; thcy are brmgmg _
tributes, drawing colossal bulls to the templec; hurled from
‘the battlements of a bcsmged city, ot shot down by ru"\fai'-"“
rran" in Vancms ways they are mrrvmrr out 'the lnst'mt- :
il of tluzr kings. « But hardly more truly so than in the
| Tong ages of modérn civilization ‘that have succeeded the |
| monarchies of Asia. ' We must not suppose them ciphers.
They do not shaw the merely conventional uniformity of
_ the Egyptian masses; but more of individual life is rep-
| resented, as of those who shared the spirit of achievement
that leads or drives them on, «~and this, though the feel-
ings of family affection are not exptressed as in Egypt.
The 'main themes of the inscriptions are campaigns and
trophies; but all the products of the Orient are figured
| there, and prove a stitring world of industry and trade,
s Hammurabi, Tiglath-pileser, and Sennacherib boast great
i works of drrigation, “for the good of the peopled’ belps
1 to their agricalture,  Assyrian productive labor miust have
followed 'in the Chaldean track. When Sargon says he
has cleared forests, opened ' canals, dug wells, and spread
fertility,! the claim involves labor of the masses for their
. own advantage as well as for his glory, ' The people of
| Nineveh in the seventh century before Christ traded from.
fndia in the East to Tartessus in the West.2  Records are
] _extant of private contracts, and even of prlvate bmklng

L)

Hii Ménant Amnacles des Rods d ¥ Assyrid, p 1o,
¢ Bee Saves: Halyionion Lilerature, pa g
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houses," The lib rary Ic::f _-As&;hur—baﬁi-pal ‘alone contained |
a greater amount of writing than/ all the monuments of |
Egypt, says Layard?  However this may be, it must have

employed thousands of scribes, whose art of preserving '

vecords was itself a mark of popular civilization and es-
tablished industrial culture.  So were the provisions we
find made for security of contracts and their registration.®
That kings and people were mere voluptuaries is a He- -
brew slander, utterly without evidence. A nation that
maintained for nearly ten centuries 4 constantly advanc-
ing life of literary, military, and industrial power may be
said to have burnt itself out in the fire of its own aspira-
tions, but is surely mo subject for our commonplaces on
the fall of empires through luxury or depravity, Empires
perish when destructive external forces are too strong for
their inward force of self-pteservation. - It was the inva-
sion of Assyria by Scythian hordes in the sixth century
that gave her the decisive blow; which was only followed
ap by Cyaxares and his Medes. There was somewhat

beyond the Semite in Assyrian lcu'Itu_re, especially indus~ ) i

trial culture.  No other people of this race, — Hebrew,
Arab, Canaanite, -~ showed such gifts; even the Phoent-

cians and their African colonies were carriers of products,

tather than creators. In fact, what we see in this civiliza-
tion is the wonderful fusion of an older Turanian mental

industry and material constructiveness, shown in the build- ,;I_:_:
ings at Babylon, with Semitic passion and will. Both ideal '
and concrete elements were already provided in Chaldean d

forms; and to these were now supplied the nerve-con-

ductors that could bring the one to bear on the other in
‘a magnificent outburst of personal Will, lasting nearly a e

mmillennium, and taking tribute from hosts of kings. =

o T George Stith: Badylonian z‘,'fm-mnw, P 5
2 Discoveries among vhe Ruins of Nineook and Badylon, p. 347
1 Lenormant: Aneient History of the Easty 1 424
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Nor i ghis national pemstencc exphcable from the
I --Sem;trc side.  The Semite is unfitted for sucecess in po»
litical  construction. Arbltrary, apncxous, impulsive, he
\is incapable of giving substantial existence to the State, |
of iustitu't'in'g- law as' independent of | instant ovc':rr;_llihg i
wills. " Semitic  Assyria  herself 'had 'this irﬁperfﬁctibn'
The empire of the Sargonides was a “ mere congerics”
of States, so loosely joinedthat revolt was incessant, and
' the ‘'main business of the kings was pumshmg their sub-
jects for refusing tribute, conquering rivals, deporting
multitudes, extirpating rebellious dynasties.. Shalmaneser

| 'made tlnrty-uue expeditions for these and similar objects

in as many yeas. Subject States for the most part re-

tained their local institutions and ' gods. Centralization,

except such as could be effected by royal governors, with
ill-defined powers, was beyond these children of passionate
desire.  What military prowess and wild egthusiasm could
do, Semitism accomplished; but other clements, more
suited to culture and combination, were required to sup-
plement and counterbalance them, — and thesc were prob-
ably of Turanian origin, = Tiglath-pileser boasts that he
brought forty-two countries; from the rising to the setting
sun, under one government and one religion. The trad_e_, :
seience, art, literature, industry, that drew all interests of
nations to centre in Nineveh and Babylon, was rooted in
forces older than the Semitic conqueror, and destined to

outlast him.
The Assyrian kings absorbed all personalities, suffered

" no humble emotions or popular expressions on the great

monuments of their reigns, were gods on earth, whose
physiognomy changed not from age to age, and whose
~ immortality permitted no record of their crimes or defeats.
Their “reigns were glorified by official scribes in formu-
las of great ambiguity, doubtless largely of mythic con-
" struction and accepted fiction; ” but they were not mere
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scourges of rnaand Sennachenb call«; lnmseli' “one who;---.;'
keeps his oath, guardian of the laws, follower of justice L7
glories in opening springs for the people to own, and |
making ‘aqueducts and water-wheels, and streets splen-
did as the sun.!  Sargon’s palace, built in the eighth cen-
tury before Christ, must have been the finest picce of
architecture then existing,  Asshur-nazit-pal, in the pre-
vious century, inscribed upon his, the noblest work of the
kind by far then achieved, the prayer, ‘ May this my seat
of power endure forever””? They are great, heroig hun-
ters, destroying on a vast scale the wild beasts that in
their times encroached on the security of the land and
its labors; and they boast of this as they do of victories
over empires. Asshur-bani-pal is: /¢ strengthener of the
people,” and “wars  against oppressors.” Esarbaddon
gathers “the people on lofty seats, and feasts them with
the gods.” 8  Even Tiglath-pileser L ‘“has mercy on
those who submit,” and boasts of “ improving  the con-
dition of his subjects, and obtaining for them security
and plenty.”* At home there seem to have been few
or no revolutions; of popular ones not one is mentioned.
Sargon not only allows the towns to follow their an-
cient ways,® but even rectifies the institutions which they
did not like, and encourages their priests to free dis-
cussion.  Asshur-bani-pal engraves his moral obligations
on tablets, and erects them in his palace for public e
spection s — ;

. SIf the king in lm pumshmenta woiates the laws and qtatutes of
the land, the people perish ; his fate changes, and another takes his
. place. In place of unjust kings and judges, the Judge of heaven and.
*earth shall appoint just ones. If the judges take bribes, or officers

| Records of the Pewt (Inseription of Sennach.), . 31, 32,
2 Ménant: Les Annales des Rois & A ssyriey P 93 .
| 8 Records pf the Past, il 102=23. & Thid,y ¥ 18, 17, 18, 23
¢ B Thid., ix. 185 vil, 40, 54-  Ibidey vil. 1224



i adds to the interest of tltese rcma,r‘kable aﬂirma‘cmm.

i that they were copied by | the Assyrians from an old Bahy:
- lonian text. In their substance they probably belong to
the eatly Accadian civilization,? and illustrate the high

. point it had reached in the science of government. This
Ui last of the great Assyrian rulers confesseq that' none ' of
Ly his predu.esqﬁrs had regarded these ancmnt edxcta of the

- ;"ngher Eawl :

i nHere, as elsewhere, Lhe strcngth of the Sc,mxte was in
._:’_.._hxs rehgmm earnestness. - His passions are the voices
- of gods.  Ishtar says to Ksarhaddon, “ An unsparing
| deity am 1 “By her high command’’ he ¢ plants his

standards.”®  Insurgents are rebels against the great gods,

whio visit them with the sword of their anger! Hear what
© these world-masters say. “1 brought the judgment of

Asshur my god on ewl men.’ 8 #1did for the gods what

‘they willed. « . . I prayed them that 1 might conquer my
| enemies; they heard and came to my aid. - My great bow

. that Asshur gave me I took!”” ‘I called upon Asshur

for life, children. victory, and I put my faith in him.”*
Thes¢ kings are ministers of jealous gods, sent to extir-

' pate heretics, to restore the true worship.” « Tiglath-pileser |
Cenumerates the whole Assyrian Qlympus, and aseribes all

| the glory of his conquests to each and every god at the
beginning of his record. They glory in his victories.
Sin delays the sunrise to destroy the foes of Asshur-

| ‘bani-pal®  In return, the conquerors feast their divine

masters in palaces, filled wrth trophics and dedicated to

1 Records of the Fast, vii. 119-122, ] 2 1bid,, il 164 )
& Ibid., p. 108 4 Thid., fie 133 (Inseripof Ii.sarl.ad)
5 Ihbid., [ go (inserip. of Sennach.) 0

Lol 8 XBid, vl 55 and T, 12 (Inscnp of Sargon)§ vl 77 (Inscrip. of Su:much)

T lbld,m Y | & Ibid, ix. i

/ Prlest or General (he bc), whoever is guardt:ul of the 'I'emple sball.-,._
i re.'vere the shnnes of the great gﬁads HA G e T

._Grt trrlmm, the land shall g@ {0 ﬂ, enemrﬁs “hcther Ruinr _ 1



the Lord Merodach macle. me he placed ‘my germ in my
mother “womb, and being conceived, 1 was brought forth. I, thy
-wnr&hm]:rer, am 1he work of thy hand ; and the empire over multitudes
hast thou assigned me, according to thy favor, accorded unto all
May thy ma}esty be exalted! mey it endure in thy worship! Inmy
heart may it continue, and the life which is devoted unto thee [72 0 1
“0 God Merodach, says Npﬂgllssar [sixth century before Christ],
nghl of the Gods, Father, even for thy high unchanging glory a house
have | huildedl ‘May its fulness increase ! may it ncquire treasures |
may its tributes maltiply from the kings of all nations from the East
o t_he Weat} Ma.y the:y come up mto it fo_wver 11y (Al

Nabomdus prays that the fear of his. god (thr“ Monn)- ikl
may prelong his lsfe, and for his son, that ‘the great -
lord may fix his awc int his ‘heart \that e may never fail,-
into iniquity, and’ that his glory may endure* 1

‘On the “ black obelisk ” of Shalmaneser, Bel is “Father
of the gods and’ the ertor:, ' Ishtar, thc Pelfee.ter Qf
Heroism ; Nebo, the Father on. hlgh'

' Schrader has translated se\f ral. fragment&. whu:h show
the depth of this Assyrian divine.

...help and of retrlbutoryrlaw‘

ree'd 'be'brkikéﬁ_.
) shmll wither.

‘Who ﬁill do the Irke with thee ?
5|Among the gc:ds thy brothsrs, thcm ha.rt no equaL"

,ﬂ’,erm:'.s o the Pml, il s, S ATE B S ns-_nis.
i Thids , . uz. fs 4 Thid, v, 148
il j 8 Thideyiw g ¢




_d'.the 51(!k man to heaven, for from ear;h ha 15 be1 ng tum awa
the brave man who was so bl!‘(}ng, his strength is cleparted
Slm, greatr.-st of gods recewe his soul into lus holy hands-‘

'n '-queen of gocls. and 1mplormg her prr_scn ¢ on
'f battle to ttzrn the ttdc in lns favq:. _ She re

m’l'as a mother to a ch:l
The klnﬂ; pnyed dircctly to h:s gods, w1th0ut interme

ation of priest, and consecrated his kmgdem to their ser-

| vice; yet had faith in the dreams of seers, at least when

they predicted him victory over his foes* Asshur- ban:-pal'
pays special court to Ishtar, queen of the gods, terrible i

attle, who appmrs to his seer after his own m\rocatlon-__j__
f her, with halo and buw, and hlse a mother in trava:l_..'

to bring hlm forth

is Schmder ﬁ‘é{lﬁqﬁz&rf a{tr zma-. pp. 8%, 06, 97 105
Records of the, Pa.n', i 13 135

‘ llnd msz

4 Hhid. | f&sshun-bani-pﬂli,b:lﬂ Dt-l 534 -99
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maﬁ "(#mk,éu) dwells ina dreary underworld, yet i

“sometimes said to be raised to the heaven of the gods _'::_ h
‘as/ave the heroes of the epic of lTadubar, Certain pas- 1

sages in a hymn concerning feasts, blessings, and  rest
from care, supposed by Lenormant and others to refer
to a future life, are believed by Schrader to describe the

future prosperity of Assyrial’ But there is no question

. that the comception of death carried with it the meaning
of utter helplessness and gloom, It is that which we ﬁnd
in 'the Phoenician tombs ‘and the Hebrew scriptures, < the
undetworld, ot Shedl.  The grave leads to darkness, to the
house men enter, but cannot depart from; the toad men
go, but :c,a'nnot return; abode of famine, where earth 'is
their food, where ghosts flutter like birds, and dust lics
undisturbed on the threshold.® ' There an angry goddess
punishes the intruder from the realms of day, even though
a queen of heaven. [Even in these abysses there is a
fountain of  life, of which Ishtar drinks and ‘s released.

For she is the goddess of love, who has descended there |
because “the son of life” has died, ‘and for Nature's
sake must be recovered that all things perish not. Bug

whether all inconspicuous persons passed at death into
thie doleful Hades, and whether, as the epic would imply,
heaven was the rewatd only of the great, of rulers, divines,

. Or conquerors, _13 matter of doubt. Heaven is divided mtr)-'_- iy
spheres, which testifies to personal interest in the here- -
after. The ghost can be brought back to earth, to speak '

and teach?  There are passages in which the idea of death

- brings even ‘poetic sentiment. | It enfolds Heabani “like'a =

: garment.” When the “righteous' man " dies; “ may he

- rise on high, with garmenL silver white, ascending to the

.} Records of the Past, vili 133, 134 | Lenormant: L Divivation, p. |,g
8 Descent of !s&iar Regords of the Post, 1. 145 Lenormunt : Origines d. Hist, pp.
174, T5. 0 ' AR
& Lanormant : Chaldaan Maa:‘r, 167

14
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'.-f-reh@un stlrvwes death. The! qurltual part of




-S‘:un, great%t of godsl it But 50 far as now ap?pears, there
is vo distinction of ga&d and evil, no law of retribution
: takmg effect on all men after death ; # and there is no hint
that the common fate of a gloomy shedl was in any sense
a doom, or even a cons¢quence of sin. Iike the lament
_ lof Job, that he must depart “ to the land of darkness and
| death-shade, where no order is, and the light itself is
. might” # these Accadian images probably paint the in-
' stinctive shrinking of man from the sense of his mortality,
The vivid picture of the descent of Ishtar through the
seven gates, of temple, images, and altars, and a judge on
“his golden throne! of her gradual disrobing and reinvest-
ment, is doubtless, as has already heen said, explicable
_ rather from astronomy than from popular belief, _
. The extreme interest of the Mongolian race in the tomb
as a centre of religious rites and family tributes, causes us
_ to fecl mo surprise at the immense number of these ve-
ceptacles on the soil of Chaldea, reminding the traveller
of ancient Etruria or modern China. Here are collected
adl things believed desirable for the departed, — vessels
of bronze anud clay, images, cylinders (for writing), and
articles of food. It is one of those inconsistencies which
mark all crude belief about the dead, that these solid
substances should have been supposed available for such
mere shadowy ghosts as they were imagined to be. These
objects correspond to the papyrus and cylinders on which
the people of LEgypt wrote their private sympathies and
histories, but more obscurely.  But while there is so much
in Chaldea to testify to popular belief in the reality of a
. futyre life, nothing as yet has come from Assyrla to tell
“us what was to befall the souls of the generations as they
passed away. Their place of the dead was as dim and

L Records of dhe Past,ili. 135,
o Lenormant s Claldeen Magie, . 366, Smith (Am)wm Dwom-rm, a21) says that
Shedl was destined for the wicked; but on what anthority ? 0

3 Job x. zo0-a2, ) b Records of the Pagty L .




shadowy as the Hehrew She:’il Was the glory" of 't
nation and the :mmortahty- of the royal will so sbsorbi e
that, as wrth; ‘the Hebrew, no ethical sanction or spxrltual

‘motive was sought in the future life, and the mind of the

| people did not rest in its associations? That instinet, or
mtmtlon of continuity, on which the belief in immortality
is based, with the Semitic nations secured expression in a
pmfound interest in visible destinies on earth. And this
Jis as abundantly shown in the abounding life on the As:
syrian monuments, as the interest of the Chaldean in the
future life is evidenced in his passion for tombs, The
one class represents the Mongohan. the other the Scms’uc, )
‘mind. !
- The royal monurnenfs, Asqyn'm or J\cca.dlan, are not
a ‘mere «dull record of wars and buildings; this fame of
conquest rises into poetic feeling, and into the frenzy of
barbarian passions, which remind us of the wars of the
‘Hebrews in the days of the Judges and the Kings.  These
royal conquerors t scale the mountain peaks, the misty
heights where no bird ean pass;” they “ rush like eagles,
| 'in one day, upon the strongholds of their foes.” * They
love rough, dangerous places, leap the cliffs like wild
goats, and’ drink the coldest spring-water from the rock’
They * scatter corpses like chaff; thrash the land like an
ox.”® Their “faultless horses step, yoked to their chari-
ots, through pools of blood, and the wheels are clogged
with the slain,” while ¢ the heads of soldiers are stiffed
in baskets,” like scalps on'the raids of savagest Thay
““ thunder like the god of the air; ¥ they ¢ cast down rings
and bracelets like the fall of rain;” ® and the hearts of
kings grow *“feeble as children; they trample their own
soldiers under foot, and flee like scared Birdd,! @)

Y Records of the Pasty 1. 15 | 2 Ihid., s 42y 43
1 ® Ihid., 1il B8, g4  Ihid.y i. 57, 52+
. B Ibid, i. g, f ; ! o Tbithy s 55




-bore ﬁvefold thc cattlc—: multrphed and famme was
.-.end 4 e
In the myth of tha seven storm spmts, who, compaunded
of beasts and témpests, and moving in meteors, plot se-
cretly against the Sun and Moon, the vexed god‘i. after
-’Watchmg them vigilantly, resist their assaults, when, rush-
mg' like. the ‘hurricane, they fall like ﬁrebrands an fhc
arth?  This prototype of the Greck war of gods and
itans shows how the passionate genius of these world-
stoi'rhers invested eclipses and lightnings with its own
yman ideals of battle for dominion over the world, ©
8o/in the Accadian poem of the Descent of Ishtar, god-
 dess of love and daughter of the Moon,? the sympathy of
Nature with ‘an ideal human purpose is signified by the
irefusal of the ea}t_h to bear fruit, or the beasts to bring
' forth young, or the gods to find comfort who preside over
| the change of seasons, till through their interference the
“wandering soul (or son) of life and growth is released
from thé bolts and bonds of the'death—w'orlél It is not
wrath that dooms her to such descent, but her grief for
life cut off in its prime, which stirs her to the sacrifice;
' and which we can only interpret by the resurrection of all |
things in Nature at her return, proving that the universe
‘was secure, and that life and light were the lords of dark-
" 'ness and death. Her seven royal forms of beauty, stripped
from her body one by one by the inexorable law of the
‘underworld, are one by one restored; and the death of
‘the Oriental Adonis, or youth of Nature, is changed by
love stronger than death or hell into resurrection.

1 Rma'} of the Past i, 68, | ¢
4 Ibid.; v. 164-166. Er
’Schmdﬂr in the A Ugemreineg Zcfrung (Angsburg)y June o 874




-those of the Hmduq and the Chinese. It is not cz’;et’zml i

| -UNEiFme.“}«IGNUMm Al

_ U rey ew of Chaideo-ASS} rian cwihmtwn has show
its rem'xrkahle ‘contrast in respect of mental type with

like the one, nor muscular like the other; but is errL- il
sented by the zervous force, in that ethmc symbalism in
which we have found the best prrmqlon of Oriental qual-
ities. | In other words, it rec ognizes both ideas and things;
both inward and outward relations; subject and object ;
bringing the two sides together in 'mutual dependence, as
efficient cause and instant result. | Hindu Zhought clings
to abstractions; Chinese oork plunges through concrete
details, and 'is, held there. | Iranian netve, which we here
begin to apprehend, mediates between the two forms of
- activity, the two worlds of thought and things, by a flash
of living sympathy, by open and direct rapport. This is
the condition of haman progress. The Iranian mind, in
its igeneral ‘sense, is thus the connecting bond, or transi-
tion, between - the Oriental and Occidental worlds: and is
traccable as such through ali the phases of civilization,
for the last two thousand years. :

Note the substance of these cuneiform rm.urdq of Chal-
deo-Assyrian history, It is not contemplative nothing
like meditation or philosophic construction, scarcely any
form of continuous intellectual development, appears in
it. . Nor is it realistic and positive, in the sense of dwell
ing on details or elaborating uses of things; of working'
for the pure love of work. Tt does not lose sight of the
principle of causation, and that personal energy which is
-the ideal of causation, for mere inferest in sequences. 'uu:i )
trains of palpable phenomena. g

It is at once ideal and actual; the nerve which is ncither
mind alone, nor matter alone, but the passage of one into
‘the other; the energy of impulse, — unconscious of self,
unconscious of the results of action; conscious only of pur-
‘pose, of rushing powers, of the inspiration of creative act,




" of the victory of an all-absorbing aim. So earnest is this
directness of impulse, that it constitutes the base of a reli-
gion, — a religion of marvellous historic power, which has
been essentially the main factor of Etiropean faith hitherto.
| For what is the natural religious form of such a mental
type? Not the worship of principles, not the worship of
possessions; but the worship of personal Will, Its ideal
‘is the conguering king, the royal god; the reduction of
 the whole world to the footstool of One, whose represens
‘tative is the inspired chief or leader, the Master to whom
every knee shall bend. What we shall find of most his-
‘toric value in the study of these religious faiths which
.have:‘. been adopted by the West from the wonderful Ses
'_'--rilitii'c race, through the modifying influence of the Aryan
to which properly the West belongs, is their common cen-
tre in the worship of personalities of one form or another.
And of this religious development the earlier stages are
‘palpable in the Chaldeo-Assyrian absorption in will-power.
It is concrete will that first incarnates the worship of the
Person. Then it passes on into forms of religious absolu~
tismh, ~— inte monarchical exclusive gods of infinite power,
and saviours whose undivided authority is veiled in spirit-
ual conceptions and humanities, but whose churches domi-
nate ages and races with barbarous tyrannies in the name
of God, as absolute owner of mankind. :

The principle is ever one and the same: It is in a Per-
con that the religious sentiment is centred here, — just as
in India it was in-an idea; just as in China it was in an
organization, secular and political.  This also is a single
phase of evolution; and future ages must sce the personal
clement lose its exclusive sway over the mind of man,

“just as the merely abstract and the merely concrete ‘have
‘been already passed, and become merged in a completer
form of the Ideal, For as mind aspired beyond its mere
brain, or its mere muscle, so beyond its mere nerve which




| inds tht‘:m"'; :

 man.

'Ifaman phase of world-development which has now been
stated.  The question may well be asked, Why should it :
begin in Iran? = The answer is, That although Iran is a
'geographical tather than an ethnic designation, yet the
word, as I think, may fairly stand for a function as well,
to 'which undoubtedly its geographical = relations have
largely: contributed. This function, the reality of which
must be shown in our proposed study of ‘the races which
“have arisen within its limits, may here be very bricfly
stated, upon the strength of ‘what the reader of these
volumes may be supposed to know. ] -

It was inevitable that when. the isolation of races began
to diminish on the open plateau of Iran, and centres of
civilization were formed at the mouths of its great rivers,
like the Mesopotamian, the friction of elements, the op-
portunities of commerce, the conflict of interests and
faiths should awaken the sense of personal power and
the aspiration to recognize and attain it. The wills of
men became their master faculty. On the Turaniar basis
' of material civilization arose the Semitic passion and ex-
clusiveness; and in both, as later in the other races which
swept in tides over the high plains and down the river
bottoms, the desire of world-sway became far more in-
‘tense than was possible either in China or Hindustan. in :
the conflict of strong passions thus stimulated, the power
of will inévitably becomes the religious and moral ideal
¢ The Chaldeo-Assyrian. civilization is mainly characterized
by the demand for some realization of this ideal, by masses
‘who could not achieve it freely for themselves. It thus
‘represents a very early phase in the growth of the religion
of personal governmeat. Not the sense of will-force, but
the demand for it, was what produced those terrible kings

- Qur. AssjrimoPChaldean study opens that mtcrmedxate:"'_-'.:'_;jgj_;:l_









THE HEBREW AND THE CHALDEAN,

'Y ABYLON has been called the “ key of universal his-
L) (ory” A claim so exclusive can of course have only
a limited truth. The science of historical construction in
our age finds a significance which ‘cannot be measured in
every human aspiration, and traces cvery individual cur-
rent into the majestic tide of progress, to which it confri-
butes some needed impulse. Nor can any moral instinct
ot principle of conduct be tracked to its human beginning
in any one age, ot locality, or person,  Not only is it im-
possible ‘to explore the origin of fetichism, polytheism,
monotheism, pantheism, or the belief in incarnation or
development, but not one of them can be explained or
_interpreted by any special set of influences, personal or '
institutional.  Every effect was somehow contained in its '
‘cause; and ‘to neglect the foregleams, the prophetic in-
timations, the unconscious 'or ‘self-conscious  tendencies

which prove natural attractions to be slowly shaping the 1

mind of man, is to forget that the whole human cosmos
Jis implicated in every stage and step of human growth.

\ Vet it is'true that there are crucial epochs, places, move-
ments in history; nucleating points, nerve-ganglia as it
were, where the collision and concentration uf tendencies .
bring forth vast results for ‘all time, ‘and 'radiate light
‘alilce on past and future progress. Wonder and gratitude
have successively transformed these centres into exclusive
‘divine inlets, from whose supernatural gifts the whole world
has its meaning and value. The progress of universal

# religion consists in finding that these in their turn are




's-u:rsfice thcmgh it may ba early to accept tius ab hlstorj- it
cally ceftain, . But is not the dogma of the Christian
Church founded upon forms of both these atonements;
and has not every religious war which that Chutch has
waged against heretics been  for the maintenance of Lhcqe il
beliefs, and prosecuted with  barbarities justified by the
Cwill of the Deity, as were the cormspondmg wcarlous""'
atonements to' Jahveh or to Bel? i
| /The Assyrian conquerors represent the ardent youth of'
| -thxs impulse to enthrone omnipotent will. £

:"'law of equity, no balance of powers controlling personal
| desire, to check it And out of this consciousness of, inclis
 vidual will, and its earliest religious form as allegiance, to

sexclusive personalities, grew all the great Semitic faiths,
mastering similar tendencies in the less intense Avryan,iso
28 to have established themselves as recognized lords of
revelation, creators of the religions of civilization; until
the Aryan reaction in modern times has come to su pplant
the worship of all gods in the image -~ divine or human —
‘of personal will, by immutable laws of the universe, and
_.by developed intuitions of humanity. -

 And with these come the¢ saving checks to this dmp]y-
rooted anthrepomorphic ideal, which assure the liberty
of every individual to think, to doubt, to aspire, and to
bring his personal will into  obedient conformity with
natural laws.

How f.ar the Cha_ldto Assyrian, or rather Babylonian,
'werld gives the key to universal history can only appear
after tracing those later phases of its influence which open
with the conquests of Cyrus, to the Jewish captivity, and
ripen in the union of Eastern and Wester civilizations

" through the conquests of Alexander of Macedon, But
" the period of the cuneiform records, alresdy *evu_wed

A8 yot there is no. scientific sense of truth, no orgamzed:




i dlcaﬁes, it :15 the source of much that lms long passe'j
. for! &soldted ‘and. ‘special ' revelation to the Hebrew, o
'onguml invention by other races, Semitic or Aryan.
' The ancestral land of Semltxsm Northern as well as |
Southem, was ]:ll()bclbly‘ Atabia,  Canaan and Pheenicia ||
were its sister provinces of  great antiquity, but Babylon
was its earliest school. | Its' gods, legends, and traditions,

especially those of the Northern family, point in this

direction, at least for their clearest expression.  Its plan-
etary worship, its sun-gods and moon-gods, and their close
association with the sexual instincts, shown in androgy-
nous deities, {n gochlwsw riding on lions or oxen, and in
the virile productivity of the bull; its terrible passion-gods
~of fire, the bloody rites of Moab and Asnmon, the sacrifice
of children to the Baals and Molochs, of virginity to the
Astartes (Ishtars) and Bt..lti‘ies, its self-consuming frenzy
~of undisciplined desires, vibrating between sensual impulse
and ascetic: self-mutilation, = found typical developments

in an Assyno—Chaldean form as tendencies more or less ||

universal in the whale famtly, but imperfectly organized

in the West, and by tribes less influenced than the Eastern
Semites by Turanian industry and culture, l'hc.y L i
however, associated with the seven Cahiri,. everywhere the
expressions of agnculture and other toil, with renovation |
- through the fires of energy, They were all expressxons of-__.'-" _'
that absolutism of will, that worship of all-mastering per- |
sonal purpose, whose god tn Assyria was military omnipo=
tence, whose passion for self-gratification an all-consuming
flame.  Yet. another and still older form of fthe same ideal
 was the thirst to seize new worlds of physical resources

 beyond the sea, embodied in the fish- -gods of the Chaldean R

. and Phanician coasts, the adoration of oceanic productive
| ity, and i in the commercial ambition of Babylon and Tyre.
 These gods of Nature's productmty, instinct with life, with

- wall vital relations and powers, had in all those cults sum}as_.



names and toils. The wanderings of Baal-Melkarth, Tyrian
god of cities, were the prototype of the Greek Herakles,
and closely associated with the mythic history of this
grand embodiment of heroic will, who carries us back

also' not only to the sun-gods of Asia Minor,! but beyond .

these to Assyrian customs and beliefs.* In all the Greek
heroic wanderings and labors, east and west, there is

_everywhere a strong Semitic element in the ardor which
thus followed the victorious march of the Sun through
the heavens, picturing his hourly struggles with monsters
' harmful to man, till he reaches his martyrdom of fire in
. the glowing west, burning himself in his own flames, to

| rise again on the morrow. 'The whole conception of the

' myth is Semitic. It is characterized, like those of the
Lydian Sandon, the Assyrian Sardanapalus, the Hebrew
Samson, and the Pheenician Dido, by the thoroughly Se-
.mitic idea of a tragic death of the god or hero through
his association with the other sex. The service of Om-
phale in feminine dress and the fatal tunic of Dejanira,
which bring the doom of Herakles, the fall of Epimetheus
through the box of Pandora, are foreshadowed by earlier
Assyrian, Pheenician, and other myths of divine men who
fell under the dominion of wemen, or assumed their garb
and habits, to their own ruin® In the Assyrian festival of
the Sake, a slave was made to play the king, allowed the
freedom of the harem, dressed in women's garments, and
finally put to death. The myth of Dionysus, as well as
that of Herakles, goes back to Chaldeo-Assyrian Semitism,
where Dian-nisi is the Sun in his whole life, death, and
resurrection, interpreted by the extremes of human pas-

1 Repecally the Lydian Sandon.

8 Movers: Dre Phonizier, i 458 Opperts Efwdes Assyriennes, p. 18t Maury; His-
foive des Religions de le Gréce, il 183, 240, Hartung! Die Religion wnd Mythologie
der Gricchen, iv. 203, 203, Schwenck: Mythologie der Semsitens pp. 277-318, Duncker:
Gesch. - Allarthy b 154

8 Hartung: Die Religion wnd Mythologie dev Griechen, iv. 02-104s '%‘ Nious and
Semiramis, Sardanapalus and his harenn h



mon, by orgies of grnef and Joy, The women whom:__. i
Ezekiel ! describes as weeping for Tammuz at Jerusalem
were, —in part at least, —drawn from his Babyloman'”

experience,  Tam-zi, “the sun of life,” or * morning

sun,” beloved by Ishtar (Ashtoreth), queen of heaven, is
Dian-nisi in his radiant youth. He passes into night of
the day or of the year, and the earth pines and fails for
grief. Ishtar, who is reproached as the wanton cause of
his death,? descends to the underworld, probably to seck
him, though this reason is not given, and finds there
the water of immortality. This idea of immortality is
forever associated with these lessons of the dying year.?
But this worship of Tammuz (the Syrian Adonis) in fact
goes back in Canaan or Syria, as well as in all western Asia,
to the old Byblos cult, primitive beyond all discovery,—
type of summer bloom, as parched and torn to'death by
the wild boar of drought, as of so many like forms, repre-
senting the religious agonies and ecstasies of ancient wor-
ship. Adonis had been consigned by Aphrodite, his divine
mistress, who corresponds to Ishtar, to the care of Perse-
phone in the underworld, part of which fate wag remitted by

\Zeus, but nothing could forefend the cruel death to come.

So Demeter, Farth-mother of the Greeks, treats her beau-
tiful Kore (the spring-time) in like manner, and then de-
scends to hades in search of her, while the world mourns.
This widespread myth of the dying god for whom Nature
pines, and the Manad howls and tears her hair, and Love
descends to death to win him back is, in this special form
at least; of Semitic origin, a gift of Assyrio-Chaldean Dian-
nisi, — prototype, or rather germ-notion, of redemption
through death and resurrection of the just man, as a bagis
. of theological creeds. Equally Semitic is the téndency of

1 Ereb. vill 14,
] 8 Sew Assyrian Texts (Records of the Past, i, 141),
8 Sayee (Biblical Avchaology, Wi p. 168)
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i thology, whether Aaaynan, Hehfew, Phoemt.:an, or’ Gree
' build their own funcral pyres, or pull down temples bn ;
their ‘own heads, or burm themselves under their own
Y 'tx‘easures, or cut off their own heads, like their prot‘otype
-.:BelaMerodauh of Babylon. Even the best must be sacri~
'{iced ‘because life was the gift and power of God himself
| and man’s highest possession, and the greatest must give
 the life of his dearcst ones and his own. These are the ter+
rible fires of Semitic faith, the first fountains of its bloody ™
atonements, and its sacrifices of the “first-born " and the
“only-begotten”’ to omnipotent will; frenzied dualism of '
the productive and destructive passions, which resulted
in the Dualism of its more refined and spiritual religions.
The sun is its symbol, — the sun, not as centre and source
and static lawgiver of the universe, but as active, instant
" mastery; as tremendous energy of determination, intensity
of desire, and exclusiveness of claim, This is Assyria, this
is Semiitized Babylon, "
The Pheenician cosmogony is also a grand play of im-
agination with stccessive personalitics, male and female.
In the Babylonian and Pheenician cosmogonies alike? the
shaping power of the cosmos is desire acting on a '‘pre='
existing subject mass; in the Hebrew, the idea of purgose
in the brooding “Breath” (#flack) is equally personal.
Their chaos, preceding creation, is itself alive with pro-

L These dre originally Semitic, il
* Berosus aod Sanchoniathon,




&/ THE HEBREWx‘ND THE CHALDEAN.
d'igidu"s_. hﬁl-{i's_li-zi;;c'ﬂ"fornis 'e';ti-t'-_ig"grlfng for power, and the
constructive creator must put them under by superior will

Not like the Hindu world-maker, by pure thought, nor like

the Chinese, by pure work, does the Semite bring things
to'being ; but by commandment of will, by the very passion
of life,—~the giving forth of it in its wholeness, whether by
word of Elshim or by suicide of Bel,  So did he put his
soul #n#0 the senses, his impulses into unbridled master-
ships, his ideals into the all-consuming cosmic fires, And
the ‘impetus of this towering and aggressive will, seli-
abandoned to deified passions, has made him a controlling
factor in the religious history of the last two thousand
years. And of this historic power Babylon is the opening
key, Let us note how far Hebrew religion was traceable
to Chaldeo-Assyrian influences.

Ut, the traditional home of the Abrahamite family, now
identified with Mugheir, was an important city of the Chal-
dees (possibly Swurippak, the centre of Accadian literature),
and is represented on the tablets as the most Turanian of the
twenty cities of the Euphrates valley.! And still further back,
the ancestors of Abraham are connected with Arphaxad,
the “neighborhood of the Chaldeans."? This filiation of
the Hebrews with the Chaldeans is confirmed by the close
relation of their earliest customs with those recorded in
Aceadian inscriptions,—such as divination by clouds,® by
trees, as exemplified in the burning bush;* by dreams of
seers, by evocation of the dead, the very name of familiar
spirits (8béth) being Accadian;® by the serpent, a Turanian
type of wisdom and power. The worship of the heavenly
host on Hebrew high places allies itself to the ziggurats
 (high towers) of the Chaldean cities; the planetary number

1 Sayee's Smitht Claldean Accownt of Gimeris, p. 318 Lensrmant : Chaldean Magic,
P 33 '

b Genesls, x.

8 Levitivus, xix. 263 Deateronomy, ¥viil. ro; 2 Kings, xxi. 6; Ixaiah, i 6; Micah, v, 11,

¢ Lenormant 1 Divimadivn, etc., p. 8o, & 1bid., p. 162.




scven. made sacrcd by the Hebreﬁvs in the:r creatw waek

‘before they conceived of co nnectmg it v?ith jahveh & wst,." g

is Assyrian.  The prophylactic images of gods (.*os'rd‘g:»«%i‘;.r.:)»8

of which the Urim and Thummin were probabiy forms,
had their prototypes in Accadian magic.?2 So witcheraft

" and sorcery; and s0 demonic possession, exorcisms, thal ;
Sabbath, and the cherubim, which are simply the wmgr.d. i

| human-headed ‘bull of the Chaldean sedlptures? i

Previous to these Assyrian relations, however, must bc_
recognized the Canaanite origin of much in Hebrew tradi-
“tion ‘and life. The name El, for example, as a general

il appellation of God, was a part of their Canaanite heritage.

. Pheenician mythology, as we have it in the fragments of -

i Sanchomathon has 50 many points of closest resemblance
to the Genesis-legend that the common origin of these
Ctraits in Canaanite tribal association is unimistakable.
These fragments seem to concern only the older and nas
tive Pheenician traditions, — that is the Canaanite, We note
not only the striking similarity in the story of creation, but
the common stories of giant-races and their wars, the en-
mity of brothers, and other analogies, among which not the
least striking is the common name of the * Most High
God ” (El-elydn)r ¢ Jchovah,” says Robertson Smith,
“was never a Canaanite God, and the roots of the popular
religion were in the acknowledgment of Jehovah as Israel’s
God, and of the duty of national service to Him, which is
equally the basis of Mosaic orthodoxy.” But here it seems
to me is a confusion between the original germ and the pow-
erful development it received from the national spirit’

There can hardly be a doubt that Jahveh was originaily
one of those sun-gods in whom all Semitic worship was |

1 Kuenen: Religion of Tsvacl, . pp. 236204,

% Lencrmant: Chaldean dagle, p. 4s.

% Lenormant ;| Fragm, Costnag., p. 78

4 Caryii Amcdent Fragm. (Hodges), pp.: 1422, s
B Lectures on the Old Testamend, pp. 231, 433, OL6.
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wont -to_ ¢en_tre. ‘eadu of the stars, Jahveh of hosts,'_'
institutor of the sacred planctary number in rites and tra-
ditions, a * consuming fire,” a flame that none could look
upon and live, —he cannot be separated from that very
numerous class of local deities of whom Melchizedek,
El, Baal, and Moloch were the genenal Canaanite repre-
sentatives.

These names were not distinetively personal, but meant
merely lord or king, — a mighty one. ' There was found
nothing incongruous in combining his worship with theirs.
Elohim, one of their generic names, “ the mighty ones,”
was adopted in the early national legends, and retained
in their later elaborations as the class-name to express
the personality of Jahveh; and Jahveh-Eléhim was in
common use.) All these gods were worshipped alike on
the high-places (bdmith)* and a tree, symbol of Asherah,
was placed beside their altars. The Jahvites worshipped
before upright stones and columns (matstsébdrl), and also
images of the sun (ckammaning)? Solomon's Jahvism built
tabernacles to Milcom, Chemosh, Astarte.  In both king-
doms of Israel and'Judah,* as well as through the earlier
periods of the Judges, this intermixture of rites was
common among the Jahvites; ® and in the days of elabo-
rated priestly rule it was strenuously prohibited by law.®
Hosea tells us that Ephraim was given over to the Baal
calf~worship ;7 and especially ascribes this anti-national
conduct to the influence of Assyria® It all resulted in
Ezekiel's tremendous indictment of the idolatry of Jera-
salem, as late as the exile! It is to Jahveh that Jephthah
vows to sacrifice his daughter? ' It is at Jahveh's com-
mand that David hangs up the sons of Saul,” and Samuel

' Exodus, il 15. ¥ ¢ Samuel, ix, x.; Ezekiel, xx. 28,
3 Ruenen, i. 24: 1 Kings, Xl xv 143 %vh 145 xxil, 430
8 Kuenen : Religion of [rael, i. 302, 3035 350-358 3 S0, &1.

& Leviticus, xwili. 21. T Hosea, viii. 6; xiil 1, 4

¥ Hosek, vil, 17; xii. 1. ¢ Judges, xi. 30.

0 5 Samuel, exl. =14




ws Agag in pieces* By.Jalwah, as weIl as |
other form of Moloch, the life of a first-born is cl.umed '
Abyaham’s oftering of Isaac, in the myth, though' pre-
‘vented by miracle, at least implies and inculcates willing-
ness to serve Jahwveh in that way, as acceptable serwca,f
and this very spirit is blessed by Jahveh with the covenant
of secdd  The dedication of men by Chérem, however, not
‘to be redecmed from death, was an offering to ]ahve:h as
pumshment not as tribute.? :

It is evident from these hints how difficult it was for
% 'Jahwsm to throw off its early associations with those con-

_ suming fire-gods in which Semitisin embodied the absolute
claims of omnipotent Will.  And all these traits of sun-
worship belong to its Assyrian descent.t Adrammelech
(fire-king), adored at HLpharvalm in Mesopotamia,® to
" whom men * burned their sons,” is a fair type of these
gods of Western Asia, from Chaldea to the borders of
Fogypt. The sun and fice worship of the Aryan, as we
shall see, was of another order,

If as is charged by the prophet,® the Hebrews in the
desert adoted Chiun (the planet Saturn), while Jahveh was
their guiding God; if, as is certain, “in the patriarchal
age they accepted as sacred all the places the Canaanites
held sacred = (trees, mountains, fountains, stones), and
the intercourse was still closer after the return from

Egypt,’ T~ it is reasonable to believe that their worship
of Jahveh grew out of a similar circle of religious con-
ceptions.

Whether the name was introduced by Moses,® on the
El6him’s announcing for the first time that they were
Jahveh, —in other words, by substituting a more dis-
tinctly monotheistic term for deity, — or was borrowed

1 ¢ Samuel, xv. 33 2 Genesis, xxif, 16,
8 See Kuanen, i agri Leviticus, oeyii. 28
4 Spe Rawlinson 1 Awidens Monarchies, ii. 228, 8 3 Kinge, xvil. 31.

8 Ainios; v, 36, 7 Renan: Langnes Sémitigues, p. 110 8 Exodus, ¥h
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from mm@ dasert tnbe vnth whom the Ilc,bmws came in.
contact;! whether it already existed in Assyrian mythols
ogy, and is to be associated with the Pheenician Jao, or
is'a pure creation of the prophets of the eighth century
before Christ, — it is certain that the Jahveh or Jahveh-
El6him of the Prophets, in whose interest the whole liter-
ature of the Hebrew books has been worked over, is a
product of slow growth, and by no means entered full-born
into the Hebrew consciousness.

His final elevation to a far higher level than Lhe sur-
rounding deities, and the renunciation of their worship as
idolatry, in favor of one who had created all nations and
made the world his footstool, was a prophetic ideal of the
cighth century before Christ and onwards; but it was
made possible only by the partial nationalization of reli-
gion through earlier periods of Hebrew history. This
lifting of a national god into a universal Creator and
Ruler had its stages, — jﬁst as the old aspiration of the
Assyrian kings to put all other gods under the feet of
their own Asshur by conquest of the nations, and thor-
oughly to absorb the worship of all other tribes in them-
selves as his representatives, was a long and neccssary step
towards monotheism, and prepared the way for receiving
its maturer form through the Persian worship of Ormuzd.?
‘It is an indispensable condition to the attainment of unity
in the religious idea of a people, that they should become
powerfully organized as a whole, and aim at unlimited
power as a national ideal. As the child’s first idea of
supreme authority is the law he finds in his parents, so in
races the authority of the national ruler, considered as a
aniversal claim, is the starting point of belief in one defi-
nite personal God above all gods, or exclusive of them.
Nor can there be any doubt that the positive Jahvistic

theism of the Hebrews was coincident in time with the

2 Theily ? See Vagna, i1 xix. a7 xlill. 3, 7; *hiv. f0n



