
;&■: ■ (gL
2 9 8  POLIT1CAT, FORCES.

t'ions to live heathenism that lay outside of liis law. The 
simple fact was that the petty tribe of Judah could not 
resist the conquerors Of the world. Science has taught 
us that the limits o f a nation’s existence and growth are 
determined by conditions of climate, position, and race; 
by its relative strength and sagacity; by the currents of 
civilization, opening or closing paths to pow er; and by 
the fortunes o f war. Probably no great people was ever 
so utterly demoralized as to owe its destruction to war 
alone. The Roman Empire was enervated by self indul­
gence. But its conquerors from the northern wildernesses 
were not models of virtue; and the Rome that could not 
withstand their blows could at least live an after life in the 
conquest of their brutality by her culture and her law. 
Surely it was not owing to the vices of Rome that horde 
after horde of barbarians pressed like waves on one another 
till they overflowed Europe with a physical force that no 
moral energy could have withstood. The consequences 
o f slavery were certainly sapping the unity o f the empire; 
but so overgrown a dominion must have fallen to pieces 
by lack of central authority, and by the restlessness of the 
tribes it sought to hold, even if its provincial administra­
tion had been far better than it was. Like all great cities, 
Babylon doubtless had her share of luxury, covetousness, 
and crime ; perhaps the pictures drawn by Hefctpw prophet 
and Latin historian are within the truth; but to say th a t ' 
for this reason her glory was turned to “  heaps ” is to 
forget all the elements of the situation save one. It is 
to ignore the immeasurable part she has borne in human 
history, both before and after her visible downfall. It must 
be remembered that her vices did not prevent her from 
being, at that very moment, famous throughout Asia for 
the valor and energy of her cam paigns; that; a less skilful 
and fortunate foe than Cyrus would probably have failed 
to force her enormous defences, which were only carried
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by a stratagem played 'on the effeminacy not o f the peo­
ple, hut of the court . With ail then- excesses, the Baby­
lonians had won repute for honesty and self-possession; J 
and the earnestness of their religious faith and public spirit 
is shown by their prodigious works and by the inscriptions 
o f their kings. That a city which held from an unknown 
antiquity down, to the last moment o f its existence die 
rank o f mistress in commerce and culture,— a metropolis 
to which alt the great roads o f A sia converged, and from 
which the wealth of the Euphrates and T igris flowed down 
through the great Persian Gulf to the '  cean highway of 
the ancient w orld; “ the g lory o f kingdoms, the beauty 
o f the Chaldees’ e x c e l l e n c y a  city that could build walls 
fifty miles in circumference, and terraced gardens on a 
similar scale, upheld by columns and watered by hydraulic 
engines, and river-walls afid piers to match tnem , that 
combined every known form of industrial achievement and 
productive craft; the confluence of all races, the home ot 
all beliefs, —  that such a city became “ heaps’ 1 because 
o f its moral and religious rottenness is sim ply incredible, 
and would, if true, raftke d absurd to expect anything 
from  the highest capacities of mankind, Sodorns and 
Gotnorrahs on such a scale arc preposterous. Phe de­
nouncers o f Babylon were rebuked in after days by the 
legend of jah veh ’s own promise to Abraham , that ten 
righteous men were enough to save a city  ; 2 and by 
his plea with Jonah, “ Thou hast had pity on the gourd 
which came up in a night and perished in a night; and 
should not 1 spare Nineveh, that great c ity, wherein are 
more than sixscore thousand persons that cannot discern 
between their right hand and their left h a n d ? ”

Whatever its morals, Babylon would doubtless have con­
tinued for ages to be the centre o f Asiatic civilization, had

1 Rawlinsou • A ncient Mona-ychies^ ii. 50&.
11 » Genesis, xviii. 12.
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not Alexander’s plans for its restoration been cut short by 
death; had not the Persians, at a later time, in their fear 
of invasion by sea, broken the connection between the 
Tigris and the Persian Gulf; had not, still later, the dis­
covery of an ocean passage to India destroyed that land 
traffic of which Babylon was the cnirej>3t, and.which our 
own days are bringing afresh into its ancient track. The 
vices of Belshazzar's semi-my thic court had less to do with 
Babylon’s desolation than the removal of the Achaemen- 

lhv’ idan seat of empire to Susa,and the change from Chaldean 
culture to Persian military ambition in Western Asia, which 
required a new metropolis and a new basis of nationality. 
Still more conclusive against the Bible-theory is the actual 
record of Babylon’s influence on universal history, — cm 
the one hand direct and visible, on the other indirect and 
invisible; of Babylon after the flesh, and Babylon in the 
spirit. What if her undisputed mastery of the Asiatic 
world lasted less than a century? It was long enough 
to gather the scattered lights of past ages, into one -flame, 
and transmit to the next master of nerve-power in this 
process of - historic growth what he would never have had 
the philosophy to concentrate, nor the patience to search 
out; long enough to mingle the physical stamina and 
crude capacity of a hundred heterogeneous tribes with 
the best organic life of wealth and culture that had then 
been attained,— and thus to make Greece, Judea, Arabia, 
and through them Europe and America, her unceasing- 
debtors,

Babylon became “ heaps; ” but when a thousand years 
have passed over those “ heaps,” antiquity itself arises out 
of them, and holds forth the lost fragments of history that 
prove humanity an unbroken evolution,a movement to uni­
versal ends. When Ker Porter’s troop first approached 
the mound of Birs-Niiurud, they saw its desolate summit 
in possession of three magnificent lions, who moved piajes-
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tically away at their approach, as if to reprove those nurs­
lings of the ages for forgetting that Babylon, though a 
shadow, was still a throne for kings.1

It has hardly been imagined to what extent Persian civi - 
ization was the product of Babylonian elements. A  loose | j
congeries of nations, apparently with nothing m common 
but the tendency to rebellion and separation, were trans­
mitted by Nabonidus to Cyrus, whose hands were so full 
of conquests-that lie did little towards shaping political 
order out o f their fruits. But he received more than this 
chaos of tendencies. We have traced through the Iran,an 
past an energetic germ of unity, in the pressure of ideal 
motive into immediate act, which I have characterized as 
nerve-power. The main spring of this energy cl putp ’se 
could be found onlv in personal Will. This was its earliest 
ideal in the East, as it is its latest inspiration in Western 
society and faith. Its advent on an ethnic scale was in 
that Iranian exaltation o f royal personages, as actual or 
expectant masters of the world through force of will, of 
which it is a popular error to suppose that Cyrus and his 
successors were the founders. It was Iranian, before it 
was Persian. First noted by the Greeks in the hosts pre­
cipitated on Europe by the nod of the king, it was yet, as 
we have seen, the motive-force of those great empires 
which had preceded his. The leader of a troop o f moun­
taineers, Cyrus proved,--like the Assyrian, the Mede, the 
Babylonian before him. only with far greater emphasis,— 
that personal quality is master of mere human mass. The 
imtiense power that belonged to this conviction was al­
ready a tradition of these nations, ready to pass from hand 
to hind along the line of conquerors. So the spirit of

i Babyhn, as the traveller sees it from the Bira-Xitr.rml today, is no «?«<■ «• The date :
troves, palms, and mulberry trees, the beautiful gardens, magnificent crops, and far-spiead 
irrigation, make the scene »  lovely as possible, 0 0  serve as a  benediction of Nature on a 
mighty historic mission Jong Slushed and fulfilled. (For description, see Geary s TravtU  
i»  Asiatic Turkey, chap, xii.)
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' Nineveh arid Babylon moved in the arm of Cyrus when it 
waved the dispersed Hebrews into national life, as when it 
chastised the riverGynd.es■  for drowning a Sacrfed horse; in 
the rage of Xerxes casting fetters into the Hellespont} in 
the self-thvocation of every Achasmenidan on nis stone tab­
lets, as sole “ King of kings; king by grace of Oiniuzd, 
of this wide earth, afar and near.” And at last Alexander 
himself, pupil of Greek liberty, conquers Persian Babylon 
only to assume the adored dress of Darios, to prescribe 
prostration- at his own feet, and demand at Susa, even of 
the Greeks, that they should worship him as their god.

The Persian, monotheist did but intensify the personal 
monarchism of the older worship when he substituted one 
sovereign will for the many gods in human form of the 
Semitic and Turanian pantheon, whom he smote into the 
•dust. His symbol of Ormuzd, — a man flying in a winged
circle over the king’s head,.-belonged to Asshm, the god
of .Assyria, before him. Here was a fit type of that nerve- 
energy and resistless will by which the Persians carried to 
a higher point the personal ideal of Nineveh and Babylon.
So the winged human-headed bulls of these cities, of simi­
lar purport, and the monsters that had typified terrible 
powers of evil purpose, did but receive from the.new dual­
ism of spiritual forces a more practical and realistic form 
of the same meaning. .1 he old Magian cuitus of the eb~ 
ments, slowly built: up by Cushite, Luranium and Semite 
combined, was also transmitted to the P ersians, who ac­
cepted its worship of fire, its divining, rods, and per taps 
its command to destroy noxious animals, and who prac­
tised at times, if we may believe Herodotus, its dreadful 
rite of human sacrifice. Even the Babylonian Venus, 
Anaitis,1 found admission at a later period into the reli­
gion of these scourgers of idolatry, even among the sue-

i  A c c o r d in g  t o  H a n g ,  w h o  r e f e r s  t o  W in c lisc fa ft jS s in  e t c . ,  p . 4 3 ) * ^ - * '^ * * *  ^

o ld  Y s s h t s  o £  t h e  Atusta.
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C 'ssors o f that Cambyses who h id stabbed the Egyptian 
Apis and overturned his shrine. They took their writing 
horn the Assyrian cuneiform. Babylon furnished their 
system of coinage; Egypt and Media, their dress; and into 
their worship of Ormuzd they absorbed without change the 
Semitic gods of their subject States.’1

Spiegel has traced many of the gods of the Zend-Avesta 
directly t, older Semitic originals,2 and it is but reasonable 
to believe that the civilization o f western Iran, which He- 
rodofus entitled Persian, was in fact the resultant of the 
manifold traditions.and institutions deposited in succession 
on the soil. But Persia brought also her own gift, her 
distinctive function. A s to what it was, we can judge 
better after a brief survey of what we know as to the 
origin and history of her people. Oil this matter the 
Hebrew Scriptures, until recently the principal guide as 
to the races of Western Asia, give very little information.
The ram and the butting goat of the book df Daniel con­
vey no idea o f the difference of the Persian and Macedo­
nian empires; nor do other Bibles throw much light on 
the origin of the tribe which Cyrus raised to the throne 
of Asia. Cuneiform inscriptions, as early as the ninth 
century before Christ,—  if we are not deceived by a re­
semblance of names, as Schrader thinks we are, — have 
preserved the important fact that the “ country of Par’sua ”
(Persia) contained a very great number of. independent 
chiefs who submitted to the Assyrians.8 This is about 
all we can learn from the stone-records, and the lively 
Greeks yield nothing but mythic names. The early le- 

• geiids of the Zend-Avesta, like those o f the Hebrew Genesis, 
may cover the religious antagonism of nomadic and settled 
tribes, and the primeval warfare of their gods o f night and

' S p i e g e l  ■ Studim Hbrr d Z-nJAvesti* d. 'DaUtth. , 1 / * * * * / .  Gestlheh.,
in. i ;S ) .  D u n c k e r ; O.-Khlc/tU- Jes AIterthums,\A. ii. 626, 6 4 1. H  :r t,d o lu s, i. n r .

a  Eran Altertk.y bd . ii.

3 B l ic k  o b e lisk  In scrip tion  o f  S h a lm a n e se r  I t . ,  an d  In sc rip tio n  o f  S h a m a s  R im ttm n .

V , "  ' ■ -
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day; but, however ancient, these transformed traditions 
and names throw no light on the special facts o f early 
Persian history. On the origin o f the monarchy formed 
by union o f the cognate tribes we have nothing but the 
name of Achtemenes, who is given, in the inscription, of 
D'juius at Behistun, as the eponymous chief of his dynasty; 
though Darius speaks of himself as the ninth Achmmenidan 
king, which implies that there were five of the race before 
Achse,metres, the line having probably been interrupted by 

i p : 1. the conquest of Persia by the Mecles.1 Ackem cnes there­
fore, if  a real person, was not the founder of the monarchy, 
and we find no record las to who was. The Persian was 
more interested.in recording how his “  spear reached afar, 
seeking war far from his land,”  than in remembering his 

l i p t r i b a l  origin, which was probably humble enough. We 
illlidlil do not even know whether, previous to Cyrus, his country

was a satrapy of Media, or a kingdom paying tribute, 
vyt; though that it was the former is by far the more prob­

able. Herodotus relates the Median conquest, and brings.
Cyrus, through his mother, into, the royal family, not of 

■ Persia, but; of Media.3
Who, then, were the Persians? T he only reply is ,-—a 

PVl: torrent which descended from its mountain homey and
swept all Western A sia  into its current almost at one 
bound, but left no record by which we can trace it: to its 
Springs. The typical race of Tran, the Persians, have 

' given their name to its history at every phase; yet; we
■ .. do not even know whether this name comes from that

:i .. of their principal tribe, or is the Greek form o f the
; - “  .Parsu ”  011 “  Bartsu ” o f the inscriptions. Of the Greek

historians, our earliest informant, Herodotus, lived but a 
century after Cyrus; yet his account o f that historic per­
son. is, by his own statement, but cfne of three ways of

1 See art's translation of the Behistun Inscription, and. his not*. Records o f  the Fast,
v;;. g? 3 Herodotus vs: Xenophon. Herodotus, t? m .



telling the story, either o f which he was at liberty to sc- .
lect, and is evidently to a great degree mythical. His 
authorities are Median and Babylonian, and he knows so y
little of the old Persian religion that he does not even men­
tion Ormuzd or the two principles o f the Avcsta-faith, but 
describes a kind of element-cult instead, which.is perhaps 
Magi.snij — a  product of Turanian, Semitic, and Median bo- ^ $|
lief's Nevertheless, he is the best existing authority, now <$,|
that we know how to study his honest work. Ctesias, who 
wrote a century later, was a physician at the Persian court 
at Susa, and knew the traditions of the monarchy; but his 
reputation for honesty is very bad, and his cn dulity is be­
yond example. Xenophon, on the other hand, has given 
in his “  Cyropaedia" a splendid philosophical romance.
Neither o f these, nor any other author, can enlighten the 
darkness o f Persian origins. Even the old heroic legend 
of Firdusi, while it makes the local chiefs its theme, and 
describes the feudal liberties of the various States of a 
great confederacy, throws no special light on. the Pels 
sians before Cyrus.

But Herodotus’ straightforward picture of the Persians 
of Cyrus' time bears every mark of truth. It has never 
been contradicted; and it thoroughly explains their mar­
vellous career. Only this makes us pause, — that the Per- 
sians whom he must have seen, the actual rulers of 
Western A sia, were obviously very different from the 
Persians o f his picture. Did he really see at Babylon 
many of the conquering race? Was his account o f  them y
a tradition in the memories of the conquered people, not 
yet effaced-, by time ? Or how otherwise could he have 
penetrated through the luxurious and barbarous degene­
racy of the Persians o f his day, — of which he was fully 
.siware, since lie refers it to the influence of Media, —  to 

: ideal he gives us o f a  hardy mountain tribe, o f rare 
dcs*y, dignity;, and self-discipline, a national personality

. 20
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so compact and resolute that it wrought on thb 'feebler 
morale of the older races with the power of fate ? The 
startling contrast to all this, revealed in Plutarch’s Life'of 
Artayerxes Longitnan.us, the contemporary of Herodotus, 
renders it a puzzle to comprehend how the old ideal Per­
sians could have been discerned except through traditional 
survival in the minds of their subjects. On the other 
hand, such a reputation speaks forcibly for the truth of the 
picture, And there are good grounds in the character of 
.the historian why we should separate the psychological 
part of it from the mythological, and accord to the one a 
credence wc must refuse to the other.

That the Persians of Cyrus were the ideal of all the 
Greek historians does not prove that the picture itself was 
purely ideal. Nothing but the force of truth seems likely 
to have extorted such tributes from a people who habitu­
ally regarded other races as barbarians, and who must 
have been specially jealous of the rapid rise to empire of 
a rude mountain tribe, whose arms were reaching down to 
the shores of the /Egean. The mingled contempt and fear 
felt by the Ionian cities toward this Iranian horde advanc­
ing upon them over the ruins of Nineveh is illustrated by 
the advice given to Croesus by his courtiers., not to waste 
his time and labor in subjugating these poverty-stricken 
and worthless barbarians, who, once n Lydia, might do 
mischief.1 But a stronger witness to the truth of .Hero­
dotus’ tribute is found in certain vestiges of those hardy 
and heroic manners surviving in the well-known institu­
tions of the later Achsemenide empire. Plutarch tells us 

■ - that the kings of Persia at that period still a/te figs and 
drank milk at their coronation, in memory of the ancestral 
Customs of their race.2 Xenophon, who may be trusted 
when he speaks of the Persians of his own day, says they 
still retained the robust educational principles and gene

■■ Herodotus, i, 71, * L ife  if/ A  rlaxerxts.
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institutions which he describes as tho.se o f Gyrus’ time, but: 
carried them out in a very perverted w ay; and iu. notices 
the continuance of many ancient customs, such as bringing 
only small-sized bottles to their feasts and making only 
( he meal a day. which were managed so as to defeat their 
original purpose. He evidently follows the general tradi­
tion when ho hold's the luxury and cruelty o f the court of 
Persia as all the worse for the heroic manners from which 
it had fallen away.1 The rugged tribes devoted to their 
chiefs, led by Cyrus from their herds and hunting-grounds 
to startle the pampered Lydians, with their spare diet and 
clothing o f skins, living on what they could get, strangers 
to wine and wassail, schooled in manly exercises, cleanlv 
even to superstition, so loyal to age and filial duties that 
parricide was inconceivable to them, hating falsehood as 
something atrocious, may well be. needed to explain cer­
tain subsequent traits which Herodotus has recorded o f 
the Persians o f his Own time,*—* their pride of personal in­
dependence, that held the owing of a debt the-next worse 
thing to telling a lie, and despised the markets of Greek 
cities as schools of trickery; * their scorn o f talking about 
things that ought not to be done; their care to wean their 
affections from over-dependence upon keeping their chil ­
dren under their own sight; the high honors they paid to 
their birthdays, and their esteem for another nation in pro ­
portion to its relationship to themselves; their fondness 
for social grades and regulated manners; their feudal d ig­
nities, the chiefs giving counsel to the king, even while 
thoroughly submissive to his person, just as Cyrus himself 
had been in these conferences but as prim us inter parrs, 
and laid before the Persian nobles his plan o f rebellion 
against the M ede; the strong instinct o f national impor­
tance and destiny, which grew naturally out o f this personal

1 Cyrof>t*dicti - viii. 18. 2 Herodotus, i  138, 139.
0 Ibid., i. T53,
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^.myrprid. and force of v. ill, and which made every mail a part 

of the public purpose, working and praying'for the whole 
nation, and particularly for the king’s welfare, esteeming 
prowess even beyond progeny; above all, their stirring 
ambition to lose themselves in the great: world-current, 
owing partly to magnetic sympathy and passion for per- 

, so mil contact, and partly to the sense of guidance by a
victorious star, so that they were “ Readiest of ail nations 

' • . to accept foreign customs,” and became apt pupil? of
Median excess.1

It would seem that nothing but the palpable per­
sistence of those qualities to which had been traced the 
victorious career of the early Persians could have caused 
the Creek writers to pay such tributes as they did to the 
later civilization of the empire, in spite of its equally pal­
pable depravity. It was no doubt only in the line of 
Xenophon’s line fiction to represent this people as teach­
ing their children virtues as those of other nations were 
taught letters;2 but Herodotus, Plutarch, Strabo, C tern as, 
Curtius, Ammianus, Josephus, all of whom professed to 
write genuine history, point us likewise to their laws 
against, ingratitude, against capital punishment for a .first 
offence or without trial, against harsh treatment of house­
holds ; y to the custom of setting the services of a slave 
against his offences in deciding on his punishment; to that 

-of sometimes substituting the dress of a culprit for hh 
person in inflicting the penalty;4 to that of deliberating 
on public matters over their cups, but deciding only when 
sober; ® to their signal valor at Platasa and Mycale, to 
their habitual reward of brave and noble conduct, in both 
sexes alike; to the interpretation of law by appointed 
judges; 6 to their belief that nothing was so servile as lux-

i Hero,lotus, i  i s i te f e  2 »• *•
» Herodotus, i. n i -  * Brnwnt »* A w *  P'rsarum, p. 5‘JJ-
» Herodotus, t. »» . « Brisson, pp. «9«, 3 •
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ury, nothing so royal at toil; to their religious respect for 
promises,1 — most o f which had doubtless such practical 

' validity as an absolute monarchy might allow." -But these 
writers have not failed to notice how the intense loyalty of , 
the* elder time had degenerated into servility so absolute 
that the king expected to be thanked by the subject for the 
punishment he inflicted, and injustice itself was scored by 
its victim as a benefit; " a servility that amounted to -vor- 
ship, and accepted death as the penalty for^ proposing 
anything which should displease the king.4 They have; 
faithfully recorded such atrocities as burying men alive 
in honor of the elements ; flaying judges for; bribery ; 
mutilation and stoning; acts of the cruellest caprice; 
and the shameless crimes o f a court life, where monsters
o f the harem, male and female, ruled with shockirtg facility

the weakest and the wickedest of tyrants.
It may help to reconcile these puzzling contrasts of 

Persian character if we regard the. later Aehmmenidaa as 
simply showing What results imperial self-idolatry had 
produced even in the line which had borne a Cyrus ami 
a Darius, and which might, but for the fate o f war, have 
found in the younger Cyrus a restorer of its ancient glory.
Nor is it fair to judge the people o f  Persia by the vices of 
a court possessed by a fury like Parysatis, or a beast like 
Ochus. They retained the energy to hold their immense 
empire till another world-conqueror appeared in ACxan- * 
d e r ; and they preserved their hold on the imaginative and 
ideal interest of the Greek republics, whose whole political 
history also was swayed by the wonderful resources of 
‘ ■ the great king.” A  glance at their psychological quali­
ties will perhaps indicate how an excess of nervous energy, 
unbalanced by contemplation or by associated industry,

1  Brisson, p. tSy .
2 Brisson, p, 488, from PlutarcV z Alexander. B r is s o n ,p. 596, from Josephus and Xenophon,
a Brisson, *pp* 48) 49, from Stobasus* Serwone5,yi\l
1 49, from Varro, xii.
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consumed itself in its own fires, till, the central bases of 
■ ■ ..authority'gave way,

It has already been stated that the Persians,: who ulti- * 
rnately mastered and absorbed all the tribes from Bactria 
to Semitic Assyria and Babylonia, may be taken as the 
typical Iranian race. Shown in their early monuments, as 
well, as in their living representatives, the Tajiks and the 
Guebres, to have possessed an athletic and elegant phy­
sique and highly impressible senses, these Persians, —  the 
Asiatic Greeks, — described as having oval faces, raised 
features, well-arched eyebrows, and large dark, eyes, now 
soft as the gazelle’s, now flashing with quick insight, were 
the antipodes of those stunted, square-faced, heavy and 
short-limbed Mongolian tribes, with which, under the name 
of Turan, they have waged incessant war. They were ex­
tremely receptive of moods, biasses, passions; the aptest 
learners, as they were the boldest adventurers of the Past; 
not patient to study, not skilled to invent, but swift to 
seize, appropriate, and distribute; terrible breakers up of 
old religious spells; Promethean conductors of monopo­
lized fire out into world-wide use; mediators between the 
sealed thought of the East and the stirring life of the 

A; . - : West; and, with all their absolutism, the heralds of lib-
V erty. They dissolved the stern old material civilizations
; , .. . o f Cushite and Turanian origin; and made them flow to

■ fertilize history, as they had. already irrigated the Mesopo- 
tamian plains. What magnetic attractions; what passion 

Tv for vast, conquests; what quickness to learn the arts of sen*
AT;'''; suality and display! Persian magnificence lasts to the very

end; from Achaemenidan to Seljuk Turk, from Darius to 
Alp-Arshin, the boundless ambition, the prodigality and 

" pomp, the sweep of self-deification went on, with every
successive dynasty that touched this soil, Parthian, Sas- 
sanide, Mongol, still thrilling with the old nerve-currents 
of this race; for Khosrfl, for Timftr, the star r f mire

' '
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forever beckoned, Herodotus makes Xerxes say to Ids no­
bles, “ Tlie Persians have never been quiet since the con- 

* quests of Cyrus; a deity is our guide, and ever assures us
of triumph.” “ In olden times,” says ZEsch'ylus, •• a divine |
destiny compelled the Persians to demolish cities, and to 
brave with the trail tackling of their host-bearing ships the 
Stormy ocean fields.”

Here was a new fact in the Oriental world, — a race that 
believed alike in the actual and the ideal, holding firmly to 
both terms, following infinite longings like children, an 1 
mastering finite means like gods; ' no Hindu mysticism 
ignoring the seen; no Chinese matter-of-fact slipping 
away from the unseens. Every sculptured rock and every 
formula of prayer attests a religious earnestness not to be 
stiffened into ritual, or hardened into stone. So quick a. 
sense of the ideal and so real an aspiration towards it 
could only be satisfied by constantly recognizing the 
higher personality of each individual as a real presence 
(.Fmvashi) hovering above his actual form, as protector and 
guide. The Highest Cod has his Fm vashi, and commands 
Zoroaster to praise it.1 Not less has every creature, foi 
none can exist without its ideal,—-the typical form to which "■■■■
it aspires, and through which it has life and strength.2 
These Fravashis wore the better life of the universe, the 
blessedness of souls, invisible and serene; and with simple 
devoutness the Persian carved and painted them on lift 
public works, and felt their mighty stress in the ardor of 
his practical will. Not less significant is his substitution 
of the ascending line in architecture for the horizontal 
style of Assyrian art.

This psychological sketch will be seen to illustrate suf­
ficiently our position that the Persian mind .was! not the 
Pu,'e brain, not the passive muscle, but the flame-conductor ip1'
between them,— in other words, nerve ; and as India and

1 Spiegel: VendidAd^xix. 46. 2 y a(/utt xvil- 43 ; xxiii. ;• Juv 1. Vt
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China, in all they did, showed ho overplus of these two 
mental elemeut.s respectively, so Persia had this third or 
mediative element in excess. ?.

.We must: not fail to note that all the Iranian races were 
more or less of the same type. Those splendid empires 
of Babylonia, Assyria, Media, and Persia, each in turn 

L, . gathering these races into a single impulse or a suc-
: cession, of impulses, to be dissolved as swiftly as the great

battery could well be discharged, blazing with perpetual 
-.eta of conquest and revolt, we may well, I think, call 

■ ■ 'flashes of nerve-power. Spasmodic, irresistible, the first 
rush o f this living lightning that man had felt: within him,

:.;.ft they spent themselves on the passionate effort to turn the
. ‘ human world into the play of their magnificent dreams.

'ft.-'.. " But the genius o f the Persians lifted this element to its
ideal form. Well might they take the sun for their em­
blem, and call their kings by its name,1 Well might the 

[ft'ft.' flashing globe be hoisted on the roy al tent, and the golden
eagle on the standards, when their glorious Mithra arose 

Aft above the eastern mountains, giving the sign for the march
V ■■■■'■ of those vast armies resplendent with all the circumstance

of courts and cities, sweeping the tribes into their torrent, 
and pouring them on in heat ungovernable till they broke 
in quivering fragments on the balanced solidity of Greek 
genius. “ The impetuous lord of many-peoplecl Asia,” 
sings vEschylus again, “ urges his godlike armament 
against every land.”  3

; But the ruin of the Persian was not the Greek phalanx
only, or even chiefly.3 Like the Hercules o f the solar 
myth, seen on his gorgeous funeral pyre in the western 

■ft sky, the Persian perished in his own fires. Cyrus indeed,
the great, mild, generous conqueror, father of his people,

k  1 I'iu tn rvh : fife  o f Artaxerxes. ’ i'orsce. .
3 The Greet! really had little or no strategy; still less discipline. The ™

tremendous losses by Persians in battle are probably exaggerations. See MaHaffy 
in Greece-, p- *94-

I  : i  I 1 ■, " - i
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idol of Greek philosophy and romance, of T’lato and Xeno­
phon alike, in his short reign of thirty years (558-529 
il. c.) made the little Persian satrapy or kmgdona. ma ­
ter of Asia from the Jaxartes to the Phoenician coasts; 
and, victor in all he undertook, he lay down at last, say 
most of his biographers, amid purple and gold, in his 
green paradise, under the truest and loftiest of all royal , y
epitaphs,— “ Here lies Cyrus, king of kings,” 1 Only 
death satirized his ambition. But Cambyses, master of 
nations, must needs master Nature too, and so led his hosts 
against the sands of Egypt and Ethiopia, and the oasi$ 
of Ammon j and being discomfited, he came back an epi­
leptic madman, to vent his rage on the priests of Apis and 
their sacred calf,3 to-violate temples and tombs, outrage his 
household, defy the traditions, of liis ancestral faith, bury 
his subjects alive, and dip of fury on the news of a revo­
lution, leaving no trace behind him in the Nile. And 
then Darius, the great organizer, and as humane as he was 
wise and thrifty, so beloved of Egypt for his friendliness 
to her people and her gods that they gave him alone , the 
worship given their native kings, yet ventures not only to 
bridge the Bosphorus, but to cast a heterogeneous host o f 
near a million men upon the Thracian wilderness to fight 
with.famine and fire, more than with human foes, escaping 
tlience indeed through his wonderful personal resource, 
and effecting something beyond astonishing a zone o f un­
explored barbarians, since centuries elapsed before Persia 
suffered again from Scythian hordes. Then Xerxes,
“ yoking the ocean, equalling the gods,” 8 hurls a similar 
swarm upon Greece, set on by dreams and visions against

1 So says the monument, which is apparently genuine. Herodotus has preserved the 
tradition that he died in a campaign against the barbarians of Scythia, and that his body
was-barbarously treated, i. 214. 1 ;

’  Bttt see Bragsch Bey about these stories (Egypt a a iiir  tkt Pharaohs, chap, xix.), 
especially that of Apis, Cambyses was us lull of the idea of universal domin'; m at Cyrus, 1
But Wiedemann affirms their truth (Cach. d. Aegypt., p. 230).

3 AescMus: Ptrste.
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■ all good advice'; arid after praying to be permitted to sub­
jugate Europe, and answering prayers of Greek refugees 

3#,V. in the maimer of a god, fares worse than the rest. The
jy.y. splendid bubble of European and African conquest which

his father had put to his lips burst on their eager touch. * 
Persian failures were mainly due to the vast scale upon 

which enterprises were projected and prepared. Ten- 
thousand could have penetrated the deserts better than a 
million. A  small army of picked troops might have made 

' • ■ f t . . . k k f r o n t  in Greece after Salamis, but the huge horde took 
fright at its own unwieldiness, and the “  king of k in gs” 

fy.; was the victim o f a panic; and though Marclonius had
still a great host, the prestige was gone, and his army, 
like a swarm o f locusts, became dead heaps on the land 

? and in the sea. I he unity and discipline of Xenophon’s
famous Ten Thousand made 'them more than a match 
for the unmanageable levies of Artaxerxes Mnc.mon, and 
their retreat succeeded simply because the Persians had 
no organisation, and no plan for cutting it off. Then the 
subject States revolted everywhere, and the throne of the 
Achsemenid&s crumbled away.

This empire militant was the overflow of unregulated 
redundant force, hurled forth in gushes o f heady drift, and 
as reckless of waste as a strong boy in the heat of play.
It was a rare combination of magnificence with industry, 
o f  energy and impressibility. For this thirsty oxygen 
rushed into the world of sense, with keen relish for all its 
savors, and plucked ideal raptures from all. The earth 
w as nard and roses, let it come in what pungency it would. 
This royalty must represent the universe. It appropriated 
the best of all things; called its builders out of Phoenicia 
and Egypt, and its physicians from Greece.1 To the 
splendid court o f the Achmmenida: all beings and climes 
must be tributary, all tributes without stint; their harems

1 Herodotus, iii. ,30; vii. 25, 34. Diodorus, i. 46. r
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the rifling of continents, watched by unsexed guards, the
last refinement of jealousy and the self-irony of lust; their
table; spread for fifteen thousand daily, though the king ■ p'G;|
htmself dined alone, and often frugally; their water brought
in silver from the Choaspes, their salt from the Libyan
desert, their wine from Syria, and their wheat from rEolia;
a thousand pounds of incense came yearly front A rab ia;
from Armenia tens of thousands ol iroises and hundreds
of thousands of sheep, from Assyria five hundred eunuch-
boys to serve. at feasts , where, too, they had large towns,
all whose revenues went for breeding dogs, and royal
stables on an enormous scale.; and the daily tribute t>>
the satrap amounted to a bushel of silver.1 Megicreou
of Abdera in a sally cJf wit advised his fellow-citizens to go
to the temples and th ink the gods that Xerxes dined but
once a day.

The provincial satraps repeated all this on a smaller 
scale, though with the king's spies beside them, official h
“  eyes and ears,” to report their wealth and what became 
of it. Then there were the nobles, clothed in purple, with 
painted eyebrows and false hair and stilted heels, covered 
with;jewels and perfumes, protected by gloves and parasols 
against cold and heat; so that Herodotus lound a reason 
for the special softness of their skulls.2 1 he summer and 
winter palaces rose on the heights of Susa, Eel) Kano., 1 cr- 
sepolis, story above story, oi wondrously jointed, mas ,i’> e 
stones, light and graceful, open like the Greek temple to 
air and sky, pn gigantic platforms set with forests of lofty 
fluted pillars, not like the Median, of cypress and cedar, 
but of marble, and soaring through them more than sixty 
feet, with capitals of bulls or griffins resting on the lotos 
leaf, the ideal forms of ancient art8 Dreamy and delicious

'
1 Heeren: Asiatic Vaiions, i. S'), 150, 2<", e! ssq- Herodotus, /. iSS, 102. Duncker 

from Cte , as, it. 610. C.lbbon, xxiii , xxtv.
» Duncker, it. 626, (,%j, from Herodotus. Herodotus, * " • ,2, i  i s
1 R iwlimon : A  ;?»;««/ Afonarc/ues, ut. 304.
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with paradises, terraces, and hanging gardens on a colossal
Scale. Persia may well have wielded, even at that early day, 
the magical spells which were in after times to be woven 
about the world by her fountains;, nightingales, roses, and 
Wine.1 "

Yet it is obvious that results so prodigious Were not 
achieved by an enervated race. This luxurious people 
o beyed the sturdy rales'of Zoroaste r. These world-absorb­
ing kings, who had on their tables the first fruits o f every 
land, were themselves under an ancient law not to eat or 
drink anything; but native products.2 They were irrigating 
the plains of Babylonia with all the old energy which had 
enabled their Semitic predecessors to draw three harvests 
a year from the fertile alluvion ;3 and a third of their 
revenue is said to have come from this satrapy alone.4 
"N o  spot oil the globe, Egypt perhaps excepted, .displays 
such masonry as the walls of Persepolis.” 0 The Persians 
rejected the sun-dried brick of Babylonian architecture, 
and the thin slab-facings of Assyrian, and built platform 
and pile of solid stone. It was not a frivolous people that 
lifted those graceful pillar-stems which twenty-four cen­
turies have not stirred. Great roads, beset with post-sta­
tions, and traversed by government couriers, “  swifter, 

fofofo:' _ according to some,” says Xenophon, "than the crane
flics," 8 carried safely a vast and busy intercourse, reach­
ing from the steppes o f Tartary to the shores o f Greece. 
Qver all these regions' the genius of Darius organized 
under a single system, political and financial, the preg­
nant intermixture of races brought about by Assyrian 
wars and deportations. Nor did the innate preference 
of his people for agriculture prevent him from attempt­
ing to open canal communication between the Nile and

1 Sec Ebers’ novel, A n  Egyptian Princess. * Athcueiv , bh. - iv.
“ Xenophon: CEcotiomicus. ,l Herodotus, i. 10*.
» Heeren, i. 151. ' Heroilotua, vii,i. gR,

' v’ " . , ■'•A-' +
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the Red Sea, only failing at last from some discovery as 
to' the depth of level between the waters, or some other 
cause ; and his travelling court and camp was itself the 
best market in the world. But for these constructive ener­
gies of the-Persian kings, Alexander wotild have found no 
foothold for the lasting marriage of Europe with Asia, 
whose forerunners had crossed the floating bridge flung 
by Darius across the waters o f the Bosphorus. The flour­
ishing condition of Egypt when .'isited by Herodotus is 
ample witness to the excellence of Persian rule,1 though 
the barbarous rage of Ochus against her gods, after the 
reconquest of Egypt, rivalled the worst excesses of Cam- 
byses in his madness.

The Persian instructed his children to ride, to shoot, and 
to speak the truth.2 He rose with the sun, was used to, 
bread-and-water diet at home and acorns and wild fruits 
on the hunt. When he was seen on foot, he was at w ork; 
when not at work, the noble steed was his idol and compan­
ion. He really scorned those who scorned toil. When the 
younger Cyrus led Lysander through bis pleasure-grounds 
fit Sardis, and told him he had planned and planted them 
with his own hands, the aristocratic Spartan looked incred­
ulously on his golden chains and gorgeous robes. “ I 
swear to you as a servant of Mithra,” exclaimed the Prince, ,
“  that I never taste food till on my brows is the sweat of 
toil.” 8 Strabo says, from Onomaeritus, that the tomb of 
Darius bore the inscription: “ Among the hunters I took 
the palm; what I would do, that I could.” 4 Artaxerxes 
wore upon his person the worth of twelve thousand tal­
ents, yet shared the hardships of his army on the march,

- carrying quiver and shield, leading the way up the steepest 
places, and lightening the hearts of his soldiers by footing 
it twenty-five miles a day. The common people had a

’  Wiedemann ! Qt,ch.[d. A 'g tft ., pp. ***, 159- » Heroiotw, i. jjfc  ■
« X«nopi£»' - (Economicus, p, <• " ■ * Strabo, bk. xv.
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religious respect for cultivating the earth and for preserv­
ing its sighs .of- productive- power.1 * * They were loath to 
cut down ancient trees merely for fuel; but A rtaxerxes 
solved their scruples by himself laying the axe to the 11nest 
one in his paradise, ami lotting the whole go freely4 * * * to 
make night fires for his shivering men.- Their worship of ■ 
Ormuzd made them watch and work with religious zeal, 
and obey the laws of purity and health as the first of 
duties. Their hatred of Ahriman made them wage life­
long warfare against the barrenness and the noxious crea­
tures that constituted his realm. Excess o f loyalty to 
the idea of personal sway, not baseness, explains their 
amazing endurance under the cruelties 'of royal caprice. 
Adorers of the Flame, they shared the spirit of their mad­
dest kings, and were as ready to throw away their lives on
an impossibility as the kings were to command it. In war 
t h e y  w e r e ,  beyond all the races they led forth, the teiror 
even of the Greeks, Heraclides of Ponttls based on their 
example his theory that luxury exalted men above little­

ness and fear..8
What has been said of the old Iranian races is illpsU ated 

in their-sculpture. Of the wonderful vitality and vigor 
o f the Assyrian hunting and battle scenes, I  hav e already 
spoken. They are as realistic and practical as the E gyp ­
tian paintings o f a similar kind, but have a. poetic ardoi 
o f which that meditative race had no conception. I he 
details of real life arc wrought in a glow of spontaneity, 
by flashes of nerve-energy. The aim is not so much to 
render the exact image of the action as to. convey the

i  T h e  a g r ic u ltu ra lis t  w a s  in  h o n o r ; h e  is  m e n tio n e d  in  th e A vesta a s  :h a  tWvd

p r ie s t  a n d  so ld ie r, a n d  b e fo r e  trad esm en . « ¥ * * * » ■  $  In  t h e  H ,„ d n  S> tern a

tra d in g , but no ren ting  c a s t a ,  u n less  th e  S n d n ,  or lo w e st, m a y  b e  so  o m s K l e r e i  »
th e  o rd e r o f  th e  P e r s ia n  c la s s e s ,  w h ich  a r e  n o t  c a s te s , i s  not m a t e r ia l ,  a n d  .m p h e s  n o  sa b c  rclt

n a t io n .
» P-utarch’s I-ivw (Langhonic), vlii. 184- ' . . .  „ f
a A t h e t t S s ,  xii. A ls o  J u l ia n ’ s  tr ib u te , i n  hi. C » ,  t o .  the v a lo r  a n d  r*fow**- «

th e  P e r s ia n s  (G ib b o n ) . * ®
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significance of' it in art. There is no literalism about it; 
and it even contains hints of unconscious symbolism.

In some respects, Persian sculpture fails’ behind A ssy­
rian, There is equal stiffness of outline- and failure of 
perspective, with certainly less elaboration of detail.  ̂ But 
the ideal aspiration overflows all defects, and shows itself, 
both by choice of subjects and mode o f treatment, to be 
the supreme gift of the Persian. Instead of common and 
domestic life, here are heroic combats of men with beasts, •Pi-
triumphant marches-or processions bearing tributes, kings
at worship or upon thrones; and always the literal fact 
melts into the symbol, the human meaning beyond and , j
above it. The fighting bulls and lions are not brutes, but 
massive human strength and energy of will. You do not -
see this or that king fulfilling his functions; you see roy­
alty, war, worship, in their significance for sense and^oul.
There stand?-—Darius.it may be, the “ king of kings,” with
plain fillet on his brow, short dress and naked arms, and a
poise of limb that seems to make living force an attribute
of repose; with one hand he grasps the horn of a semi- ■, .
human monster, with the other drives the dagger home.
There again, with equal majesty, he masters the man-like 
lion or the wild ass. There his human god is hovering 
above him in winged circle, and his right foot rests upon , 
a prostrate man. Nine kings stand before him, low of 
stature, with bare heads and bound hands; and this the 
inscription: “  When the lands rebelled against me, I fought
nineteen battles and took captive nine kings: it.was through
the grace of Ormuzd that f did it. Ihou who shall be king s 
hereafter, beware of sin, and punish it. So shall thy realm 
be invincible.” 2

We shall better understand what force there is in this 
term nerve, as applied to the Iranian races (.Lydians, Baby­
lonians, Assyrians, Medes, Persians), when we have fully

* Kuglw! a ,sch .d . BaUkunsU i-7J~7S,94- * Sn ttH s o f the Past, i. i ;6, 1*7.
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considered .the fact that, whether Semite or Aryan, they 
were all worshippers of the flame. What indeed but Fire 
could symbolize that ambition which no enterprise was 
vast enough to match, that sensuous susceptibility that 
turned everything into food .for passionate desire. ’ Yet 
the nobler elements of the moral ideal, — magnanimity, 
ardor, devotion to the best, — are also equally natural 
fruits pf that “ purity in thought, word, and deed,” which 
Zoroaster taught his follower;; was the meaning of the 
creative Fire. A  devouring flame is like the lusty youth 
of human aspiration, as these races made manifest: un­
disciplined, capable of ideal good and ideal evil, their 
darkness and their light were two warring powers for the 
conquest of the world, The lassitude and exhaustion of 
their mighty efforts,.the despotic license and caprice that 
constructed world empires, the swift disintegration of ill- 
organized power; the gigantic sweep of vision and desire,

. the impulse to universality, the sense of movement never to 
pause nor turn back, — what word shall express the mean­
ing and function of all this in the development of man ?

Frequent as its analogue may be in the life of individ­
uals, the phenomenon will never again be seen in the his­
tory of nations. Psychologically, as well as geographically, 
Iran was the transition from Oriental to Western civiliza­
tion. Never again can the psychical brain, muscle, nerve 
of the human races be so separated that in each, civilization 
one element shall be in overwhelming- excess of the others, 
as these studies have shown them to have been in the 
Hindu, the Chinese, and the Persian civilizations previous 
to the maturer fusion of these forces in the development 
of -Europe, which has in fact been in this respect the 
flowering of the roediative Iranian type of mind. The 
intercourse of races, the fusion of temperaments and be­
liefs,, the scientific knowledge and rise of universal laws, 
has .insured a more balanced activity of the human facul-
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itvs in every civilized people than was possible under the 
older isolating conditions. Yet we have also seen that 

' the vital germs of all that we now hold to be best were 
vigorous enough to prove, even in these fragmentary ethnic 
types, that the moral and spiritual nature needed no super­
natural grafting nor change of law. What was needed is 
equally plain. In place of the pure,thought of the Hindu 
and the plodding work of the Chinese, we have now a 
third type, which conducts the cerebral into muscular 
energy, and makes both, effective, The Iranian mind was 
thus the first mediator on an ethnic scale between thought 
and ,work, ideal and real, mind and its material; and there­
fore t,ie harbinger .of progress. We may say that the 
function of Persia, as its leading representative, was to be 
herald of the claims of the infinite to mould the finite, 
of the ideal to become real; but herald only because its 
special quality always was in excess, V, hat India and 
China represented is not therefore superseded. Without 
due balance from brain and muscle, the nerve-fire must 
consume itself. And .so we who inherit in special the gift 
of Iran are working out those of India and China too, but 
under freest conditions; which must create a fourth type 
of mind, including more than brain, muscle, and nerve, 
became it is these in the proper unity of their relations.

To arrive at the full meaning of our relation to the Ira­
nians, we rmist translate- the physiological symbol into 
philosophical terms,, which represent the self-affirmation 
if  tire i/cleal in its cruder stage; namely, as has been, said, 
the esaltation or worship, of personal Will. Deficient: m 
the cerebral aid muscular types of mind, this factor con­
joins the two in the form of a concentrated energy of aim. 

p Will, the true force of personality, is thus the supreme 
ideal of those races whose life is not in thought as thought, 
nor in work as work but in the act of converting the one 
into thcjother; that k, in action itself as action. The his-

21



:.ory o f this ideal is written in the faiths and cultures- v-hose 
cradle is Western. A sia , and 'A p s e  maturity constitui.es 
modern civilization. W e live .amid its closing epochs; 
full of the foregleams o f a higher and better worship than 
that of personal W ill; and the study o f its opening phases, 
in the Iranian empires, so typical o f  what: has succeeded 
them, will greatly help us to understand where w e are.

The seif-deification o f Iranian monarchs was simply a 
political expression o f the faith of their peoples in the 
ideal o f personal W ill. However rapidly leaving behind 
them the extremes o f what is called “ .personal govern­
ment,”  Europe and Am erica still em body this ideal in their 
anthropomorphic religions beliefs I hey deify not only 
the higher forms of human virtue, but also human qualities 
fully in keeping with Oriental autocracy in its worst forms. 
Assyrian or Persian royal barbarities pale before the sys­
tematic cruelty ascribed to the G od of hristian creeds, 
and defended in his name. The worship of the Achcemc- 
nidan k ing was thus in its evil as well as its gooa the nat­
ural germ of the worship of a Christ. A  personal I.nvinq 
Will is at the root o f both forms o f incarnation, however
different in many moral and spiritual respects may be the

Zoroastrian and the Christian God. these specially rt.lt 
gibus bearings of the subject will hereafter conic under 
consideration, A t present we must show how thoroughly., 
the ancient Persians represented the nerve-type, the author­

ity o f personal Will. : \ ' x
The testimony o f Greek and native writers n y kes d 

highly probable that the old Persians inherited they Wdal 
organization which recent researches have shown to lie at 
the base o f Indo-European as well as Sclavonic and Mon­
golian society, — that o f the Village Corununity. where the 
family household was the social unit,expanded by adop­
tion and other fictions into clans bcund together by tra­
ditional usages and m ore or less hereditary functions. 1 J.

^ 2 2  PGLJTICAf, FORCES.
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however this may have been, we find them advanced to a 
higher stage ot individualism for which the mere village 
community afforded no place. \Vidle many o f the tribes 
v/erc free nomads, the most appear o have been igi'cul­
tural ; and society had developed into a congeries of clans, ;
which the Avesta describes as under the “ chieftainship of 
heads of families, of villages, of tribes, and of provinces, 
with Zoroaster for the fifth," 1 and as divided into four 
classes, “ priests, soldiers,'farm ers, and artisans,’ ' among 
whom there seems to have been no distinction, at least 
as to choice of spiritual guides, which was “ the duty ol 
every righteous man,” “

Those chiefs ( Pe/tlcv&ndn) had become nobles in a kind 
of feudal constitution, wherein the king was limited by 
the free traditions o f certain heroic families, or individ­
uals, who were often closely related to the royal house, 
and had scarcely inferior following; led the armies o. 
the kingdom, could act the offended Achilles, if they 
pleased, with great effect, and were, if they chose to be 
so, the real pillars o f the throne. They are the heroes of 
the Persian epic,3 and their allegiance appears to have 
been a traditional loyalty .rather than any sense ol inferi­
ority.4 They regard the king, as the Homeric heroes re­
gard Agamemnon, with conditional and provisional respect, 
am ply as meeting their necessity for gathering around a 

;ntral Will. This, it will be perceived, is obviously such 
a outgrowth of the tribal patriarchalism which lies at the 

.Avis o f all ancient society, ns would naturally become a 
J -ople in whom the worship of will was a growing instinct.

Nothing docs this instinct more strongly appear .than in 
tlieir reuse feeling o f the dignity of their own persons, 
and of the«r .j,v;nc functioa or commission as a people to

1 Yaftza, xix t;, t ■ v f|f

i. s L ^ ' n a u g  All" ik > b k ' v * c h a p ' 1 ' * « * * * » •  1 « * •  » «  • S P ^ ' -

* M * 0*I,c,hr* ZS1' R £ - * «  *  S p i e g e l : £ r t *  A t o r * . ,  I  355 , 5*



• Qj
ly  , 3 ^ 4  P O L IT IC A L  F O R C E S . ^ 1

'  incarnate a k ind  of personal sovereignty. T h ey  were, thor- 
ou glily  aristocratic, therefore ; the worship--of will is essen­
tia lly  so, because it rests on an inherent right of command, 
and4'ouk! not: be will if it: had not su b ject powers. F o r  
t h e .Persian noble, his own dignity was a religious charge. 
Mis education, so full o f generous discipline and incentives 
to public serv ice , cut him o ff from the masses, who, as 
Herodotus distinctly tells us, had not the means nor le isure 
for such culture, free and open as it was. F o r  his king be 
must be ready to, die, yet his own self-respect makes him 
the king’s counsellor ;* and neither C yrus nor Darius does 
aught of m om ent without consulting his peers.1 T he 
Greeks with one accord put into their mouths, often 
doubtless with truth, at least to custom, w ise maxims and 
brave advice. A  conspiracy o f  seven nobles overturns the 
usurper who pretended to the name of Sm crdis, as C yru s 
and his leagued nobles had revolted against the M ede. 
B y  their united councils, according to Herodotus, every  
form  of governm ent was canvassed, the monarchical d e­
liberately selected, and D arius chosen as k in g  by an ap peal 
to signs from heaven. T h e y  were called K kskaeta  ( S k 4£ ) ,  
the same as the king; dressed as he did, coined m oney,2 
held  courts, H e  was only pddiskdh, ch ie f o f  the chief ; ; . 
o r  Shah& ii"Shdk, king of the kings of I r a n ,— and under 
them  were ch iefs of lower order,3 .

Observe, the. dignity to w hich  these high-born Persian 
w ills were trained, Their education was not in reading 
an d  writing, w h ich  are dem ocratic, but in manners, —  how

j  ruft
1 i!obiner.,'» fascinating picture of the free life of the Iranian feudatories, whom C. )lot 

'■ Changed to subjects contains perhaps a good measure of truth. B e l its main sources',.,^ j,uf  
tlia Greek writers, but L iter traditions, Persian and Mussulman ; and thv Avesta 
little light on the subject, :ty ll. t|,9 Persian

* “  The right, of coining money was a  right inherent in ctferp cojutou^’ tl|(_ ^ 0]e period 
empire, great or small. I,ocal sovereigns and satraps exercised it Gl^lh-ch., xxi.
o f tli it empire.”  fWaddmgton, quitted in sUitsskr, d. VauiSiSh. A h ow n  "to 1)4 the earliest 
442.) The Araaciite coins, irivesiijgated by Levy  in this article, an 
P ehlevi literature, prove: this. ,

3 CobMfeWi
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to bear them  selves tow ards each oth er. T h ey  w ere  so 
clothed that no naked part o f the b o d y  appeared, to Offend 
another’s e y e 1; they kept silence at m e a ls ; they gu arded  
their em otions, allowed them selves no outbreak  o f surprise  
o r 'd e lig h t; d id  not spit or blow the nose before o th e rs ; 
at m eeting th ey  kissed, but spoke n ot, ‘ a  Spaitun. self- 

restraint ; a  Span ish  hau teu r and distance.
But better than this w a s  their theory, at least, of m oral 

self-respect. T o  lie w as cow ardice ; th e  secret falsehood  
that made o n e  asham ed to look in his n eighbor’s e y e  w as 

; the unpardonable sin. 'A fte r  ly ing, the greatest o f sins was 
to owe another, and so m ak e  oneself h is  slaver 1 he un­
spoken hint o f  honor in the pressure o f  the hand w as the 
most b ind ing o f pledges. A rta x e rx e s , accord ing to Ctesiaa, 
was persu ad ed  by M egab yzu s to hold  t o • his p ro m ise  bl 
pardon to a rebel;w ho w as discovered a fte r  capture to  have  
murdered th e  king’s b ro th e r/  L a w s  again st ingratitude, 
had their b asis  in the id e a  o f  falsehood  im plied b y  that 
vice-. T h is  respect for truth  and this horror o f ly in g  as 
contam ination are here v e r y  largely  in c id en ts ol p rid e , and 
associate the beginnings o f  personal w o rsh ip  with the sense 
o f honor and the law of d u ty . The cu ltivation  ol them  had  
become in th e  Persian n ob les a. tradition  o f  their p erso n a l 
dignity. I n  the history o f  personality as  an ideal p rin c ip le  
their p revalen ce  in the e a r ly  civilizations is ol great s ig n ifi­
cance, and w ill be more fu lly  considered hereafter. T h o u g h  
found at th e  threshold o f  a ll those ethn ic faiths and form s 
which conspi ed to the production o f  ou r own, th e y  are 
perhaps n ow here so e m p h a siz e d . as in  Persian eth ics. 
T hucydides sa y s  o f this people, that w ith  them it w as 
held better to give than to receive. T h e ir  schools, a c ­
cording to X enophon, w ere  placed a lo o f  from  the noises 
o f  trade, th a t the eager p assio n s o f those who w ere h a g ­
gling w ith e a c h  other m ig h t not: disturb) their culture, o f

1 P lu ta rc h ; A rtaxerxes. 2 Ctesisis* 24'37-
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ideal at'-least,.when he says that in his day the yo u n g  nobles 
wore brought up at the court, that they m ight not. see any­
th ing immodest.2 Cyrus, spurns the Greek cities on the 
score o f their great m arkets; 3 and Strabo even says o f 
educated  Persians, that they will have nothing to do with 
b u y in g  and selling,4 This would be contrary to Zoroas- 
trian precept if  it meant indolence, and served  to  distin­
gu ish  them from the masses, who most certainly did labor, 
and p a y  respect to whatever trad ing it involved. The Per­
sian cities did not show any lack  o ther o f toil or traffic. 
It: w as natural enough for , the national ideal o f  personal 
d ign ity  to have its extrem e representatives in a  class who 
m ade pursuit o f this ideal their exclusive business, and a 
function guarded from  all suspicion or suggestion of self- 
seek in g .. “ The Persians,’' says a careful student o f their 
m anners, “  strove for the ideal, —  the great, noble, manly, 
true ; yet forgot not the practical world.” 5 T h is is in 
accordance with the views a lread y  stated; contem pt for 
traffic is one thing, and contem pt for toil is another. T he 
Persian  noble w as a laborer, as his faith e n jo in e d ; hut in 
his d a y  the connection of labor with the art o f  “ doing 
b u siness “ was not so palpable as it now is, w hile its reli­
g io u s : meaning, la y  in its direct association with the earth , in 
the to ils o f production, not of distribution. 1  he.Persians 
w ere made for so ld iers ; their ideal was ol the heroic type,

.. and th e  arts they found congenial were those which fitted 
them  to master the world and p rep are  the w ay lo r  vital civ- 
ifizations. Such arts could culm inate only in the culture 
o f  such  personal /p ialk ies as self-reliance, self-assertion, and 
absolutism  of w ill. In their nobles!; form, these qualities 
b ecam e a lofty m agnanim ity, w hich knew how  “ to spare

* Cyrdpadict, i. 2. * Anabasis, i. <>.
*  Herodotus, i. » s 3 . *  S t r a b o : I'h Si/u Orb. x v .

o Rapp (Z eitsch r . d. Vmisck. M argen i. GsseUscii.. nx. taS).
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fallen enemies,”  to reject the death penalty for a single 
offence, and to forbid even, kings to treat their slaves with 
harshness.1

This self-respect, in so many ways characteristic of the 
Persians, was to a great degree a form of pride. Here, for 
the first time in human history, we find the sense o f a really 
historic function. The confluence and conflict o f Asiatic 
...res h a d , necessitated the. appearance of a  select tribe 
capable of commanding these vast materials, whose fer­
ment was now heading towards a definite world-result.
The force must be in personal'W ill, not in mass nor even 
in organization, — m will, conscious of right to rule, and in­
tensified both b y  -self-indulgence and self-respect. In the 
Persian genius for sway begins that worship o f personality 
which has been the shaping force for good and ill o f 
European civilization.

Its absolutism m ay be illustrated by the treatment o f 
woman. In Persia, far more than in India or China, she is 
subject to the will o f man. H ere the harem reaches its 
full development, and the eunuchs, or keepers o f women, 
are installed around it Here seclusion was but little mod­
ified b y  custom or by circumstance. In the inscriptions 
and sculptures woman is wholly ignored. One would not 
know there was an y sex but the male. W hat a record 
of slavery is in that deportation by Darius o f  fifty thou­

san d  women to populate Babylon, drawn like tributes o f 
food or cattle from the several provinces of the em pire!2 
or in the custom o f taking concubines with the army on 
distant marches, in great numbers, and with luxurious at­
tendance, and leaving wives at home under close super­
vision ! 3 or in that story o f the concubine, dressed in 
splendid robes, who came to the Greek victors after Plata?a, 5

5 H e ro d o tu s , i. 137, 138 ; ix. toq- Gobinsau, i. 403.
3 Herodotus, iii- 159.
8 authorities in Rawlinscn, Ancient Monarchies* -ti*. 238* Brissoa* p. 549.
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and besought' them to  deliver her from  the Persian lord 
who Had carried Her oil by violence and held Her as a 
slave ! ’ The Persian could-marry his nearest kindred,8 and 
the law  imposed on Him no. such strict commandment oi 
chastity as the law o f Mann enforced on the H in d u ; SHU 
less did it resemble tine sexual asceticism  of the Buddhist.
The w ill of. the Persian w as his la w ; and the story.ot the 
seven nobles sent to the king o f  M acedonia to demand 
earth and water, and w ho were all assassinated on account 
of their indecent behavior at a banquet towards the wives 
of their hosts, sounds a)l the m ore probable for being- 
related by Herodotus o f  the Persians,3 The demand of 
these ruffians .that the Macedonian women, contrary to the 
custom o f  the land, should be brou ght out. to sit w ith them 
U. table, shows that in their own country even the rule of 
seclusion yielded to arbitrary will. T he Biblical romance 
of E sth er, to the sam e effect, tells us of ,the queen o f Aha- 
suerus, that the king Commanded her lo appear before the 
crowd at a  feast, and that she refused to obey. Artaxerx.es 
was g lad  to have his queen Statira ride in an. open chariot, 
that the country wom en might salute her; at. the same 
time no male must approach or pass her, upon penalty 
of death .4

But, on the other hand, woman must have found her 
account in the national respect for- personality, itself. A  
son co u ld  not sit in h is mother's presence without permis­
sion; and if a king, he- occupied at table a place low er than 
hers. A  law dating from Cyrus decreed that when the 
king entered a c ity , every woman in it should receive a 
piece o f  go ld ; and th is was done in. honor o f the women 
who b y  their reproaches: turned b a c k  his fleeing army in 
the M edian war.5 C yru s, .always the national ideal, had 
but one wife, and at h e r death com m anded that the whole

< H e r o d o t u s , ' i x .  76 , *  I J u j i c k s r ,  ii. 4 19 . ' »  H e r o d o tu s , v , 1 8 - a o .

* Plutarch; A r th u r * * * -. 5 Kutai-ch.on tho virtues, of women.
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nation should go  into m ourning.1 H is  chivalrous treat­
m ent o f  vvotucn is a  lead in g feature o f  X en oph on ’s portrait, 
and fa r  surpasses an yth in g  o f the k in d  in G reek  m anners.
The education  o f the Persians in ch ild h o od  b e lo n g ed  to tne 
m other j and the crim es ot P arysatis  and A m ests is prove 
that their custom s perm itted the queen, as w ife and as 
m other, a n . alm ost absolute pow er in  public an d  -private . 
affairs. In  the later times o f th e  em pire w o m e n  were 
m ade priestesses of • A n a it is , or oi th e  sun, and d ed icated  to 
chastity, f  he honor pa id  b y  C y ru s  to  wom en, th e ir  names 
given, in  the arm y-lists  o f X e rx e s , and the co n stan t n  >< i-  
ence to them as im portant p o litica l and social, forces 
throughout the h istories o f the A ch asm erid e  k in g s ,  ̂are 
evidences o f no s lig h t recognition  o f fem ale capacities 

and righ ts.2
In po litical ms in dom estic life, th e  ultim ate a p p e a l was 

to arb itrary  W ill. T h e  law o f the Modes and Persians,8 
that c o u ld  not be ch an ged , was n o th in g  else than, the rigor 
o f tire k in g ’s decree for the time b e in g . P erson al govern ­
m ent, as developed m modern tim es, except in its theolog­
ical form , is either lim ited  b y  recogn ized  laws and custom s, 
as even  the au to cracy Of the t / a r j  or checkeu b y  inter­
national relations, as th at o f the S u ltan  ; or o b liged  to m ake 
ap p ea l.in  some real o r  pretended w a y  to the p o p u la r  voice, 
as that o f  the F ren ch  em peror. In  China it is controlled 
by an im m em orial r itu a l; in In d ia , b y  ail e q u a lly  imme­
m orial religious trad ition . But th e  later Persian  autocrat 
had the; personal governm ent o f  an om n ipotent W ill,
T h ere  w as no precept: o f  the P ersian  national religion 
w hich h e 'd id  not v io la te  w henever h e  p leased ; no  foreign 
custom  h e  did not ad o p t or reject as he preferred . It is 
en tirely  im possible to reconcile th e  Zordastrian  law  with 
the h is to ry  of any A chtem enide k in g . C yru s p u n ish es the

1  H e r o d o t u s ,  «>■  i ,

*  T J  i r o d o t i u ',  v i i .  if}» ; . C l e a n s ,  fattim. P f y t w c h  : ArUuttrxtt^ J u s t i n ,  x .  2.

B Daniel, vi US'
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''(sacred ) w ater o f  the G yn d es for drow ning his horse, and 
C am byscs v io lates tombs and burns bodies, C yru s is. d e­
terred  from  burning Croesus not by re lig io u s■ scruples.-, but 
b y  sym pathy and respect. X e rx e s  treats the H ellespont 
w ith contem pt. There is no record o f the A vesta  ritual 
b ein g  perform ed b y  these JGngfr, and their M agi were quite 
other than th e  A vestan  A th rav a . T h e y  gave  the G reeks 
the im pression which, a sublim e self-id o latry  is wont to 
m ake on nations, o f a divine right to ru le ; so that even 
Xenophon w rote his “  Institutions o f C yru s ”  in order to 
show  how. the difficult prob lem  o f personal governm ent 
and popular consent m ight be solved, and the w orld b e  
ruled by one person whose character should cause all men 
to desire to b e  governed b y  his opinions and will.

Our G reek  authorities m ake the rise (C y ru s), o rgan iza­
tion (D ariu s) , and extension (X e rx e s)  o f  the empire pure 
products o f  individual W ill. Only the royal personality 
holds together these loose principalities and tribes, its 
“ eyes and e a r s ”  being om nipresent; and the satraps, I is -  
saphem es ami Pharnabazus, b y  m erely ap in g  its-desires and 
doings in their own spheres, arc able to direct the fortunes 
o f  the free G reek  States. It is the k in g ’s wisdom that 
conquers nations, as with C y ru s ; the k in g  s folly that loses 
battles, as w ith Darius at Issu s; his iconoclastic rage that 
tram ples old religions under foot, as w ith Carrtbyses in 
F / jy p t ; 1 his person whom  the enem y in. battle m akes the 
objective point, as when C yru s  the Y o u n g e r  made d irectly  
for A rtax o rxc s , and A le x an d e r  for the tent oi Darius-. 
O n ly one sin is known to the cuneiform records o f nations 
subdued-and punished, —  “  T h ey  rebelled against me, the 
k fo g  of k ings, and deserved their fate at m y hands.” N o 
sense o f presum ption in all this, no suspicion o f w rong­
doing, more than in the H eb rew  Jahveh  w hen he lifts up and

t  But see Itewssch B ey’s S g t f i  u n d e r  th e  P f o r u J s ,  cb»|>. six.., where the stories of 
Cambyses’ rage against Apis, etc , are denied, from die taOttunwMa.
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casts down at "his will. “  I Vas not wicked,” writes Darius, 
proudly, “  nor a tyrant, nor a liar; neither I, nor any of my 
race, I have obeyed the law s; and the rights and customs

I have not violated.” 1 , ,
We must not suppose that any Persian regarded this

supremacy as an arbitrary Will imposed frond without.
The Hebrews were not the only “  chosen nation.’ Dvery 
Persian shared the “ manifest destiny of his king, Ihe 
king was the ideal. The fire was extinguished at his death.
This' was a nation of kings, of gods. They alone, of an 
subjects, paid no tribute to the throne. They were not 
ground into powder, like Assyrian or Babylonian multi­
tudes at toil. Their chiefs associated with the king, rea­
son! cl and joked with him, gave him counsel, heard his 
schemes with approval or doubt.2 But the rights of his 
will they did not doubt. Even in Herodotus’ story that 
Cyrus persuaded them to join him in rebellion against the 
Medes by setting them at hard work one day and feasting 
them the next, to show them the difference between sub­
jection and freedom, the prince acts as one who knows that
he has authority to enforce their Consent. Herodotus him­
self seems to have no other conception o f him than as one 
divinely made for ruling men.3 The boys at school elect 
him king. Astyages sees by his manners that he is a king 
in the disguise of a herdsman’s child. He revolts against 
Media with no other visible authority to seize the empire 
than a spurious letter appointing him general of the Persian 
levies. H is studious regard for feudal rights and personal 
feelings is made by Xenophon to- app ear, as we have already 
said, as a conscious policy of Co.. ,p’ liberties and lav­
ishing favors that men might teel free in an obedience that 
flowed naturally from gratitude and love. And in after

1 Behistun, iv. 13.
a The old heroic legends oi the native Iranian chronicles, preserved in Firdutf and 

Hamza, make the relation of the king to his chiefs the same as we find it in Herodotus.
;i Herodotus, v. 121,

/ a#  ' '
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d ays, when the taste  o f pow er had becom e sweet to the 
pairipered lords o f  Persia, the “  k in g  o f  k in gs "  takes care 
to pro tect hi:, suprem acy- by p u ttin g  .the provin ces undej 
governor.'! o f native birth.1 A le x a n d e r  p u rsu ed  the same 
p o lic y , and th e re b y  offended G re e k  and M acedon ian  pride 
o f  race  anti d esire  o f  exclusive-pow er.

H isto rica lly , th en , the begin n in g o f respect for personal­
ity  is in aristocratic institution s; not in honor tp;an ideal 

• self, in which all m ay .prospectively share, b u t in a  kind o f 
w o rsh ip  for p o w ers  o f  will, g rea t enough to distinguish 
som e-persons .above all others. In . India, the ideal is in a 
re lig io u s law, em bodied  in a  hered itary priesthood. In 
C h in a , it is a labor-pow er em bodied in a  hom ogeneous 
m ultitude. In P ersia , it has, becom e a .strictly p e  rsonal W ill 
em bod ied  in an individual, a c lass ,-a  tribe, w ho arc capable 
o f  show ing its pow er. T h e  early  Persians chose their 
b ra v e st  for k ing, and they n ever forgot the connection be­
tw een  authority and personal en erg y , D arius w as himself, 
lik e  C yrus, the choice o f a b ody o f revo ltin g  chiefs. 
A lth o u g h  abso lute over his satraps, he was satirized b y  
his nobles. “  C y ru s  ruled as a father, C am b yses as a m as­
ter, Darius as a trad er.’ ' :i V et the adm inistrative force o f 
th is politic ru ler w as what m ade Persia an  em pire : and 
w h ile  his nobles were free to criticise, th ey  failed  not to 
reco g n ize  the m ig h ty  constructive will that w as felt alike at 
the centre and circum ference o f  his dom inions, restraining, 
balan cin g , harm onizing pow ers, and recon cilin g the intel­
lec tu a l, social, an d  even religious differences o f  the tribes.
T h e  m ildest o f  conquerors, the m ediator o f  nations, e x ­
p lo re r  o f  the contjry .v  .. opener o f  the w ays from sea to 
se a ,3 Darius stands,'•perhaps, the strongest justification in 
h isto ry  for the w o rsh ip  o f p erso n al Will.4 T h e  weakness

* G o b i n e a u ,  i i .  4 3 . 2 .H e r o d o t u s *  i i i ;  8 $ ,  8  I b i d . ,  Hi- .13 5*

* I t  i s  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  D i o d o r u s  that D a r iu s  w a s  t h e  o n l y  k in g  w h o  h a d  b e e n  d e ifie d  b y  th e

E g y p t i a n s  in  Tiis l i fe t im e *  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  r e a d o r e d  h im  a f t e r  lx is  d e a t h  t h e  s a r n y  h o n o r s  w h ic h  

t h e y  w e r e  w o n t to  p a y  t o  t h e i r  a n c ie n t  k in g s .  D i o d o r u s ,  i .  9 5 . 1
Vy tcyh'i .vC'SiCV All ,W.y -a: .1V; v.
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o f  Ins successors could not stand the ideal test that P e r­
sian freedom still knew how to ap p ly ; and; real power 
passed gradually from their hands into those, o f  overbear­
ing court favorites and satraps o f energy and skill, and even 
o f Greek generals and refugees. : .y  ' ■

There is thus a very positive sense in which we can 
speak of Persian freedom. N o t a  democratic, sense o f the 
word, but one that meant rights and powers, and even 
anticipated very  important elements.'in Greek lib e r ty ,- -  ,
which'was' alw ays - more or less an appeal b y  the masses 
to personal government by the strongest will, and on the 
part of the m ore thoughtful minds, such as the Socratic 
school, a protest against crude dem ocracy as usurping the 
political rights of the best and highest wills. N ot more 
pronounced was the Greek consciousness o f  manifest na­
tional destiny than that Persian sense o f a great historic 
function which every Persian noble shared with his king.
It  rail in their blood, as. in hi.s, to make the world their 
footstool. T he proudest autocrat could not disregard this 
community o f faith and feeling, nor fail, to consult it.
X erxes, on the whole, despite a few terrible acts of power, 
the most forgiving of kings, persuading his lords to m ake 
war on Greece, s a y s : “ I only pursue the path appointed 
me. From the beginning we Persians have never been at 
rest: a deity im pels ns, I need not recount the conquests 
o f  m y predecessors. Sufficient to say, f nm resolved to in­
vade Greece and punish Athens. But that I  m ay not -seem 
to act arbitrarily. J. commit the matter to yo u r reflection, 
allowing every one to speak with freedom /'1 Influenced 
b y  certain chiefs to give up the plan, he is again brought 
to his first resolution by supernatural visions, which call 
him to fulfil his destiny, and march to universal-sw ay.s

W e have here the explanation o*f the remarkable fact 
that the “  G reat K in g ” was in m any ways an ideal, politi-

1 Herodotus, *ti. 3, 2 Ibid., vii 19.
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•'■cal and-ethical as well as religious, to the Greek republics. 

The germs of liberty in Persian life were quite sufficient'to 
overcome their reluctance to accept what would seem to 
be directly contrary to the individualism of these warrijig 
democracies. Not only were the literary representatives 
of a citizenship that refused to prostrate itself before a 
throne so fascinated' by the “ Great Barbarian” that his 
institutions are the material ot their Utopias, but the part)' 
and personal strifes of Greek States are constantly refen eel 
to him for settlement, and their exiles compete for his fav­
orable interference;- This was not so much a tribute to his 
wisdom or humanity (although tiie ethical contrast of Icing 
and politician, is usually by no means to the credit of the 
latter) as it was a recognition of the necessity on the part 
of a swarm of bitter partisan's, to take refuge from political 
chaos in the grandeur of one omnipotent Will. The Greek 
republics were nowhere based on a universal principle;-the 
liberty they pursued was the liberty to will and to do ; and 
here was its ideal embodied, riot in the personal centre of 
the State alone, but in the prestige anc! pride of the chiefs 
of families and clans. The majestic proportions of this 
development of personal power; its day of judgment for 
the weak empires of the East; Its splendid illustration 
of capacity in Cyrus and Darius, and .of magnificence in 
Xerxes; the colossal growth that pointed back to sturdy 
simplicity and self-control, and the consciousness of im­
mense educational obligations in art and science,- - com­
bined to produce an effect on Greek'imagination it would 
not be going too far to call religious. Xenophon, whp had 
led his Ten Thousand on the most perilous march in all 
antiquity, and who had fully learned the superiority of the 
Greeks as soldiers to Persian levies and leaders, was not 
a man to be dazzled or awed by a mere Eastern despot, 
least of all by an Artaxerxes in the last stages of Persian 
decline. Yet it is Xenophon who has paid the ^highest
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possible tribute to Persian institutions. And Plato him­
self is scarcely behind him in the praises of these institu­
tions, and especially of the training of the kings, which he 
puts into the mouth of Socrates, who contrasts them with 
the moral and religious crudeness o f Greek disciplines.1 
No deity could compare with. Destiny for Hellenic rever­
ence. And the infection of the Persian’s confidence in his 
sta r greatly helped to bring about the extraordinary fact, 
that Cyrus the barbarian became the politico-religious ideal 
of the cultivated Greek.

This religious prestige, which, gathered about Cyrus 
from the first moment o f his appearance on the historic 
field, so rapidly covered his name with mythic honors, that 
but few definite facts can be discerned through their haze.
The coming of a great man seems to dwarf history and 
open the gates of imagination for the common mind.
Nature melts at his coming into poetry and legend, and 
the world inherits a new meaning from the soul of man 
with which it is slow to part. As late as the second cen­
tury of Christianity, Pausanias interrupts his praise o f A n ­
toninus to s a y  that in his opinion Cyrus was after all the 
“ father of mankind.”

Greek testimony leaves us in doubt whether Cyrus was 
Persian or Mede; while a third theory made him both, 
giving rise to the story that an oracle had warned A sty- 
ages against the coming of a mule to the throne.2 This 
notion of a mixed origin impressed itself on the Persian 
heroic legend, as appears in the later SbSh-Nimeh, where 
he is the son o f an Iranian father and a Turanian mother;

• and the Mahometan prose historians follow the tradi­
tion.'’ His name has stood for the communion of races 
and religions, the pride o f each making him its conquest 
and its crown. Both the Hebrew and the Mussulman

1 First Akibiades, 36, 37. 3 Description o f Greece, viK. 43.
3 Mirkhond.

t /;
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tradition claim him as their convert. A  M ahom etan.poem 
o f the twelfth century, working up earlier beliefs, derives 
him from a female demon (dip), gives him a hideous coun­
tenance and immense strength, in other words, makes him, 
a barbarian ; rescues him from exposure in the forests, and 
educates him in Iran, where he recurs to barbarian faith, 
and habits; but recovers himself, conquers Turan, becomes 
the saviour o f his people and the master o f the world.1 
Then falling from  grace, and exalting him seif as God, he 
is punished by rebellion, and converted to the true faith 
and ethics by m eeting a hermit in the forest, who humbles 
his pride and teaches him the wisdom and m ight o f A llah. 
This, as the reader will observe, follows the usual dealing 
o f Sem itic religions with the names o f great heathens whom 
they could not but respect. But it is also the ordinary 
type o f the old Iranian legend, as in Yirna. In the same 
w ay the older Shfilv Nanieh transports him and his paladins 
to practise devotions among the holy mountains o f Elburz, 
m aking the old Iranian feudalism end in m ystical piety. 
A n d  Mirkhond, who collected the Islamized traditions o f 
old Persian kings (fifteenth century), describes K ai-K hosni, 
by that time probab ly identified with Cyrus, as the bene­
factor o f laborers and the saviour of his country, and 
m akes him at last a Sufi, who prays for release from self 
and absorption into God, — “ convinced,”  after a hundred 
years o f  success in all his desires that “ th isw o rld  is but 
a m irage, and we the thirsty travellers” ! 2

T h e  infancy and growth o f C yrus, as treated b y  the my­
th o lo gies. are o f  messianic type. The sim ilarity o f the 
m ythic forms b y  which national religions express the sense 
o f gratitude to an appointed deliverer, and o f the bitter 
resistance be m eets from the evil he comes to overthrow, 
is fu lly illustrated in the cycle o f  legends o f  Herodotus,

1 Km chnaweh, or History o f  Cyrus. See Gobineau ; Hisivire. des Parses.
1 i  Sfcea: K ings o f  Pars ia  ̂ p. ti6o.
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in the dream of Maudane prefiguring her son’s glory-, -the 
dream of. Astyages, that his throne was til peril; from his 
own grandson ; in ids consulting the Magi, and command­
ing the dentil of the child; in the escape of Cy rus through 
the power of Destiny; ,hi the king’s merciless revenge on 
his counsellors- and agents, and liis discovery: of the. boy’s 
identity by the innate royalty of his behavior among his 
playfellows and before the great men. These legends, and 
those of Ills, maturer life, of which Xenophon’s romance is 
also a variation, must have been very largely of Persian 
rather than Greek origin. Their extension shows how 
widely spread was the recognition of a vast and bene­
ficent change wrought by Cyrus in. the west of Asia..
They are of great value as indicating the far higher civil­
ization introduced by the .Persians in place of the. Median.
Nothing can be more striking than the . contrast, between 
their picture of Median despotism and barbarism, and that 
which Xenophon* has ventured to draw of the splendid 
humanity ami stafcesmauly policy of Cyrus. It points 
strongly to a difference of race, and gives color to Oppert’s 
recent theory in explanation, of the different lists of kings 
in Herodotus and Ciesias, — that Median civilization was 
Turanian.

The same ideal prestige ascribed to Cyrus that choice 
wisdom of apologue, parable, and proverb which Hebrew 
admiration ascribed to. Solomon, and Christian to Jesus.
His symbolical appeal: to the Persian nobles already men­
tioned; animal legends, such as the letter sent to them 
sewed up in a hare’s belly, and the suckling of Cyrus , by 
a dog (an-etymological myth) ; his parable of the piper 
and tlie foolish fishes,1 told to the chiefs who had only 
submitted to him when compelled; and the maxims of 
political and moral wisdom which- are ascribed to him by 
the Greeks',- — that those who would not do good for

<j» 1 Herodotus, i  3 4 1 .
22
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themselves should be obliged to do good for others, that 
no one ought to govern who was not better than those he 
governed, and that the Persians should not change their 
rocky and rude country, because the seeds of plants and 
the lives of men resemble the soil they inhabit; 1 above 
all, his relation with Croesus, of which we are about to 
speak more fully, — all show the drift of gnonuc and 
oracular repute to this favorite of the gods.

As the hero of ph'iosophical romance, Cyrus receives 
in Xenophon’s “ Cyropsedia ” the finest personal tribute of 
the kind now mentioned in all antiquity. Here he acts 
the part of an ethical and political saviour, corning into 
the world with authority and insight to rectify all wrong. 
He is the incarnation of “ sweetness and light.” He 
shows this absolute function in rebuking Median luxury 
and intemperance, even as a boy; in conveying reproof 
and instruction to his chiefs by elaborate logic, practical 
illustrations, aphorisms, and eve n cheerful raillery and 
ready wit, and to soldiers, courtiers, sages, not only in a 
constant didactic tone, like the Socrates of Plato or the 
Jesus of the Gospels, but in a minute pedagogy, as if au­
thorized to create anew in every detail the administration 
of society and law. He is more than teacher; he is the 
centre of teachers, who lay at his feet all the experience of 
man, that in him it may be lifted to universal ends. All 
that the Socratic Xenophon has imbibed from the best 
society of the ancient world is not too much to be worked 
up into the mere Outfit for this inspired guide of mankind, 
not in the theory and practice of the virtues only, but in 
the most difficult functions of political and military life. 
At the feet of his father, Cambyses, he listens respectfully 
to maxims of faith and conduct which have never been 
surpassed, — that the gods act according to laws; that we 
should pray only after striving to render ourselves such as

1 Plutarch ; Apophthegms o f  K ings.
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we ought and hope to be, holding it impious to ask the 
gods for gifts w<. do not struggle to earn; that there is no 
way o f appearing wise so certain as to be wise; that the 
commander's care of his army should be of a  nobler sort 3
than merely to keep physicians to cure their diseases, even 
the wisdom to prevent their falling sick; that by perfect 
sympathy he should win their confidence and love, — to 
which ends hosts of practical maxims are supplied.1 How 
humbly he accepts the paternal admonition never to use 
the Persians for his own interest alone! How respectfully 
he listens to the Lydian king, till the day of his falling into 
his own power the wisest and greatest of earthly kings,” ever 
consulting his prudence and tact, and moved to tenderness 
by his sufferings; learning from his downfall the instability 
of success; requiting his noble confession o f insufficiency 
to contend against the greater one whom, Destiny had pro­
vided by the generous restoration o f his family and goods !3 
How he caps these lessons of human pride and failure with 
the royal philosophy, that happiest is the man who can 
earn most through justice, and rise most with honor! 4 By 
what choice disciples he is surrounded|! Tigranes thrills 
his soul by describing the sage (a reminiscence o f Socrates) 
who forgives his king for condemning him to death “  since 
he knows not what he does."6 Clirysantas delights to dis­
cern in him the proofs that a good prince can be a good 
father of his people, and only adds to his master's ethic; of 
rational obedience that reason which his o n modesty had 
not emphasized,— the right of one to claim it whose fit­
ness to lead morn to their own best good was past, all 
doubt.6 Gobryas praises his simple and hardy habits ; and 
having committed a beautiful daughter to his care, is re­
warded by his assurance that to enjoy such confidence is 
a more precious treasure in his sight than ail the wealth

1 Xenophon : Cyrcpasdia, i. 6. 2 Ibid., vlii. 2. 8 Ibid., vii- 2.
4 Ibid, viii. 2. 8 Ibid., in r. 0 Ibid., viii. 1,
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of Babylon.1 Pharaulas, whose courage to withstand the 
temptations of riches, and to exchange their burdens for 
independence with poverty, finds an appreciative king,2 
Am i both father and mother warn him to govern, unlike the 
Median kings, by obeying the laws, and never to imagine 
that one man ought to possess more than all others,®
Me believes that even the worst men will think it a ser­
vice to themselves that the best should have the leading of 
the in,4 He holds everything noble or beautiful possessed 
by his subjects to be an ornament to himself. He rejects 
great presents, even those: o f gratitude, saying, “ You shall 
not make me such a man as will run up and down, batter­
ing my services for money.” Fie “ lays up resources by 
means of his conduct.” 5 H e treats women with noble 
delicacy and deep respect,15 and his- advice to young men 
cm matters o f love arc mingled with genial humor. He 

Ml opens battle with prayer. “ They who fear the gods in
peril>: are all the less afraid of men.” 7 He creates not 
only a perfect: commissariat and perfect discipline, but an 

; esprit de corps. He disparages excited appeals to sol­
diers, as compared with the systematic culture of valor 
and virtue. H e conducts war with unheard-of mildness, 
dismissing prisoners, forgiving foes, slaying only those in 
arms, leaving the nations free from exactions and service.
H e frees slaves and makes them-, soldiers..® He pities 
heroic men in. defeat and fighting hopelessly, and even 
draws off his conquering army to- preserve their lives.9 
H e treats his allies with great delicacy, deferring the din­
ner-hour for himseif- and liis army till their arrival, as well 
as all partition o f booty, and doing nothing without regard 
to their feelings. He wins all hearts not only by nobility

1 Xenophon vCyrvficedia, v. 2, 3. 2 Ibid., viii. 3.
a Ibid, i. 3; viiu 4' Ibid, ii, 2.
5 Ibid,, iit. 12. See dying address to his sons.

>/ :; 7 Xenophon : Cyrafitedui, Hi. 3* 8 Ibid., Iv, 4, 6.
9 Ibid., vii. 1.
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and kindness, but also b y  tact, overcoming- in this w ay -he 
jealousy of Cyaxares the Median king, whom he super­
sedes in the love of the arm y, and who finds him self re­
duced to a cipher by the man he lias made general o f his 
troops.1 H e takes up the cause o f laboring men, :cs that 
the agricultural populations are Well cared for, and praises 
the lot o f those who live by honest toil. H e enforces d i­
vision of labor. He lays down wise principles o f production 
and distribution, and living use of capital, and prescribes 
due order in all administration, makes litigants go to ref­
erees, raises the best to power without distinction o f rank, 
send-, judges through his States to rectify disorders, and 
opens postal roads and stations for swift couriers. H e 
honors the fine arts, and spares Sardis on their account.
For himself, he is better pleased to give than to receive, 
and leads others by force o f example to virtue. H e is 
husband o f 'me wife, and thoroughly loyal to his vows.
H e excels not so much in military conduct as in love o f 
man, and dies grateful for a life o f perfect success, e x ­
horting his children to love each other, to believe in im ­
mortality, and next to the gods to seek the good o f all 
mankind. H e enjoins that no splendor be seen about his 
remains, which must be as speedily as possible returned to 
earth.

This noble ideal is marred by thc-limitations of its framer 
and the conditions of the age. Xenophon’s Cyrus, assum ­
ing the necessity of willing obedience to a good-willing 
power from those who have been used to servitude or must 
be held to it, attempts to reconcile these conditions b y  a 
tn.iningwhich presumes them all, and treats the subjects o f 
it with the tenderness of a father for his children, while de­
priving them o f the right o f  bearing arms and disqualifying 
them from even desiring the means o f freedom.2 This is

1 Xenophon: Cyrop&dia, v. 4, 5 ; vii. 4 ; viii. 3,
"' * Ibid., viii. i-8.
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a piece of Xenophon's Spartan prejudices, quickened to a 
s e a ls ’o f the duties involved in it for one o f such humanity 
a s ’C yras. It was probably in accordance with the observed 
customs of the Persians of his day, that Xenophon, for the 
same purpose of securing authority to the am. Id-rulers, 
makes Cyrus advise his countrymen to wear high shoes to 
appear taller than they were, and to paint their faftes to 
give thtrn beauty and dignity.1 H is statement that the 
“ adoration'’ he reports Cyrus to have received for the first 
time from the Persians on his state-procession from the 
palace in Babylon, as the spontaneous tribute o f his peo­
ple, should have been allowed him by the cultured Greeks 
(they certainly refused it to the later Aclnemenidan kings), 
is only to be explained by his sense of a special divine 
authority in Cyrus to receive the world’s worship as the 
“ Star in the E a st” o f a religious faith. ITow natural it was 
to form this personal theory o f  the origin o f the Persian 
custom appears in the .later deification of Jesus, even in .his 
infancy, when Christianity had become a religious power, 
and needed verification of its claims in the history of its 
founder. The personal character ol Xenophon’s admira­
tion of Persian royalty is shared by Plato, who makes his 
Athenian guest in “  1 he Laws ’ praise Cyrus and his men
for moderation'in the exercise o f power, sharing their free­
dom with others, and leading them to equality ; the mag- 

' nanimous king “  granting liberty o f speech to all who were 
able to advise,” so that “ progress was effected through
freedom, friendship, and communion o f intellect.” Plato s

criticism of Cyrus is confined to ascribing the decay of the 
State to the custom introduced by him ol intrusting the 
education of princes to women, whose petting made them 
v ic io u s,..-  as in the case o f C yrus own chiu.it en.

W e shall do justice to the significance o f these Greek 
tributes' when we consider that they are traceable directly

1 Xcwdphon : Cyropeedia^ vni, x-jfv
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to the very highest moral and intellectual authority in
ancient history. The teaching Socrates yioduced two

k  fruits in philosophical rom ance,--the Atlantis of Plato, 
and the “ Cyropaedia ” of Xenophon. The description 
of the early inhabitants of the great Atlantic Island, 
of the rise of their vast empire through their frugality " . ,
and sobriety, their gentleness and wisdom, their piety 
and humanity, and their willing obedience to divine kings; 
of their gradual corruption through luxury,and of the valor 
with which the Athenians met their immense invading hosts, 
till both nations were destroyed by earthquake and flood 
ten thousand years before, — can have been suggested 
only by the history of the rise and fall of the Great 
Empire of the East, and its relations with Athens in 
recent times.1 It grew confessedly out of the same desire 
to illustrate the ideal Socratic State, with Xenophon’s Cy- 
ropaedia; ” although in this case not Persia, but a primeval 
Athens is the central figure, while the perfection of Atlan­
tis also is, like Persian virtues, concentrated in her earliest 
royalty. Xenophon y/rote his “ Cyropasdia” to illustrate the 
philosophical principle of free government, as consisting in 
the willing; obedience of men to what they recognized as 
just and humane, as he wrote his “ Hiero the Despot” to 
show the converse of the same principle,— that unwill­
ing obedience is slavery and ruin. In his praise of the 
aristocratic side of Cyrus’ institutes, we see the Socratic ,
dislike of extreme democracy as it existed in Greece.
Cyrus is himself a pure disciple of Socrates in his con­
stant presumption that all men desired to do right and to 

• be rightly governed, in his identification of politics with 
ethics, in his cardinal principles of temperance, justice, ; \
courage, and love, in respecting the religions of all nations ; 
and while not hesitating to join in their rites, yet dispens- ", c
ing with diviners, and obeying the inward voice, making

i Jowett’s Translation of 7Vr««r«r, 19; Criiiats, 109-130,

■
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humbleness and noble endeavor his true prayer, because
the gods could act only by laws, never by caprice,1 Ills  
doctrine of forgiveness, and his death, looking forward to a
future life, are both Socratic. It; is true that Socrates would,
not have approved the suicide of Panthea upon the death 
of her husband; but this event is but an incident of the 
most tender and touching story of mutual love, honor, and 

■,,, fidelity between the sexes in all ancient fiction, and is so
related as to show Cyrus in the noblest light. It is safe to 
say that no tribute so exalted was ever paid to any people, 
when the position and character of those who paid it are 
fully weighed, as those of Plato and Xenophor to the foun­
ders o f the Persian State. It becomes the more,striking

8 when we consider that the tribute of the latter especially
was almost wholly to personal government, in a high seme of 
the word, as a righteous resort from the, excesses of Greek 
democracy or ochlocracy. And here we must note Xeuo-

I phon’s'purpose to present the practical as wall as philo*
. sophical ideal of sovereignty. Pie was in most respects one

of the clearest heads in all antiquity on matters of political 
and military science. And we may well ask what a name 
must Cyrus have left behind him, when we find such a man 
ascribing to him alniost every great economical principle 
or measure by which later monarchies have combined their 
own preservation with the prosperity of their subjects!
A t the same time, the condition of the ancient world was- 

ft, 1 ,:- thoroughly recognized, from the best Greek experience, as
needing above all things the remedy o f personal govern- 

V j merit righteously applied. From this should issue a sys­
tematic moral training in ideals suitable to free men,

QtvV *• combined, as in the Spartan discipline, with contempt for
» the mere pursuit of wealth. The king must carry the

force o f personal example into immediate contact with his 
subjects. Hence every one must come to the palace to

; 1 Xenophon: Cyro/cedia, i. 6.
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prove his loyalty, the rich must not live away from the 
capital, a standing army,must take the place of uncertain \
feudal services,1 the best people must dine at the king’;: 
table, administration must be watched by secret police, the " J
civil and. military powers be vested in distinct persons,11 and |
offices be rightly and gifts generously bestowed. Theddngj , ‘
must be the moral Ideal,3 and rule by incessant toil and i
vigilant foresight, as one personally responsible for the :
welfare of his people, with a “ thirst for doing good,” and p ' 1
for winning obedience through love.4

We have thus presented Xenophon’s ideal Cyrus in full, 
not because of its historical truth, which is probably much 
inferior to the story of Herodotus, nor as unaware that, this 
is the wisdom of Greece rather than of Persia; but because 
the power of Cyrus’ name to draw it out from such a 
source, is mark of a position in the ancient world which 
deserves the most profound regard.

To the Greek mind, to the simplicity of Herodotus no 
less than to the philosophy and ethics of the Somatic 
school, Cyrus was the child of Destiny, as he was of Provi­
dential purpose to the Hebrew,— to the one as a grand 
persona! force transforming human society and politics; to 
tivc oilier as the instrument of Jahveh to restore and exalt 
liis chosen raefe. The story of Croesus is constructed in 
the interest of this belief. In his relations with the king of 
Lydia, this Son of Destiny , raised from the depths of the 
far East, at once recognizes the existing moral and intel­
lectual achievements of mankind, and proves his own 
superiority to the will of the gods of Asia and of Greece.
In this view I think I can hardly be mistaken. Croesus 
for the Greeks, especially the Ionian's, is king of the typical 
tribe in Asiatic civilization, and conq ueror of the most ad­
vanced Ionian cities of Asia Minor. The Lydians had the

1 Xenophon: Cyrojuz'.dia-i ii. i. - Ibid-, vrii. 6, )v,
4  Ibid.,  i. 6 . •* Ib id . ,  v .  i .  ’ ’ V% ’:
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prestige of political wisdom and social resource; they were 
the first em ployers o f gold and silver coin, the first retailers 
o f  goods; they had the wit to invent games, as diversion 
from  suffering in a long and grievous fam ine.’ Croesus’ 
resources were fabulous his conquests vast, his wisdom 
proverbial alike for shrewdness and breadth. His capital 
was the resort o f Greek sages, the mother and nurse o f 
Greek literature. So great was his interest in Hellenic 
culture, that he sent splendid gilts to the temples, con 
suited the oracles, testing their knowledge, and followed 
the guidance o f Apoho in m aking war on 1 cisia, i m was 
the common a lly  and honored friend ot Babylon, Egypt, 
Greece. Nothing could exceed the contempt, of his wise 
men for the rude hosts of Iran. On the funeral pyre he 
calls upon Solon, as the one sage who could comprehend 
his downfall and despair. In the Greek worship of Cyrus, 
Croesus holds a place similar to that o f the Magi in the 
Christian legend o f the destined Christ. I t  was this great 
historical figure that naturally expressed the failure of all 
existing wisdom, power, and even faith, b 'fb rc  the advent 
o f  the new Sun rising in the East, — an event, which might 
w ell stir the Greek world to serious thought. Conquered 
b v  Cyrus and cast on the funeral pile (probably, as l ie u  
dotns intimates,2 and as m ay be inferred .from Xenop on, 
without intention to carry out the barbarity, since it was 
w holly contrary to the spirit of Cyrus to do so), ie ac­
knowledges this decree o f  Destiny. —  reproaching the 
Pvthian oracle with urging him on’ by delusions to war 
against one whom none can withstand. Apollo can Ui^ 
rain to put out the fires; but even he cannot turn back 
the destiny of Cyrus to supersede both L y  dian and Greek. 
Permitted to send a npissage to the Delphian god to as 1 
he is not ashamed of His doings, and if the gods of reece

> Herodotus, i. 94. , ,  .
s Ibid., i. 86, 88. See Rawlinaon, note A. to Herodotus, Me. u
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were u su a lly  ungrateful, Crtesuis receives for answer that it 
was not in Apollo to contravciic the decrees of hate, Mu.
Orepk Prometheus is illumined by suffering. to; foresee the 
coming: o f  Destiny to release him, and overthrow the exist­
ing gods in the interest of man. Mere it is not a defiant 
Titan that throws himself on the deliverance to come, but 
a conquered religion; confessing its day to be passed in 
presence o f  the actual destined deliverer. Is it fanciful to 
find this hinted in the smile with which Cyrus grants to 
Croesus permission to reproach the oracle instead of re­
buking him, as a loyal Greek would have done, for the 
impiety o f the thought? ■ •

Moreover, it is in recognizing what is noble in the older 
beliefs and their confessors, that the new becomes noble 
and free. Whether intending or not to burn Croesus,
Cyrus is - moved to tenderness by the self-humiliation of 
the noble victim and his piety in view o f death, red voting 
that he also is a man, and must meet the changes of fo r­
tune and the retribution o f just laws, Hie man of Destiny ,
must respect morality, and learn its sovereignty over all 
human things. The supernatural must be under the same 
rule. The miracle o f rain ntfhich protects Croesus, helps 
also to convince Cyrus that his captive deserves human as 
well as Divine care.1 The wisdom of the past fails not to 
serve the noble purposes o f the new epoch and the higher 
fate. G yrus consults Croesus in important matters, Listens 
to Iris m axim s practical and prudential, his reflections on 
the instability of things. N.one the less is it always as 
master o f the occasion that he listens and accepts them.
The central force of the teaching is in his own personal 
character and will.

The ideal personality- o f Cyrus, thus depicted by the im­
agination o f the ages which followed his career,-points; as 
few historical ideals do, to an actual force in some degree

1 Herodotus, a. 87.
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'  ' '  correspondent to its supposed effect. A s  founder of the
great empire which directed Greek history, even when 
wasted oh. the field, and as restorer o f the Jew s to their 
native land, carrying with them the faith, and culture which 
have made them so large a factor in modern civilization; he 
is in m any important respects the most impressive figure 
o f ancient times, and a root whence the world’s progress 
springs. Mr, Grote says that “  while the conquests of 
C yrus contributed to assimilate the distinct types o f civil­
ization in .Western A sia, —  not b y  elevating :the worse, 
but b y  degrading the better, —  upon the native Persians 
them selves they operated as an extraordinary stimulus, 
provoking alike their pride, ambition, cupidity, and war­
like propensities.'’ 1 This judgm ent seems to m e to over­
look both the historical conditions and the character of 
the great Persian’s work. I must regard it as a  very im­
perfect estimate o f the influence o f  that large relation to 
the ancient world to which C yrus introduced his. people; 
but it is still more unjust to Cyrus himself- He was not a 
rcconstructor o f nations only, but a reformer o f the bar­
barous methods o f A siatic warfare. A ll traditions picture 
him as o f singular humanity in the treatment o f conquered 
nations, Most constructions o f this kind in later ages pass 
over the other Achmrtienides,- -  not only the feeble Dai ins 
Codomannus, the sensual Arta.xerx.es II., the cruel Ochus, 
the voluptuous X erxes , but Darius the great organizer, and 
Cam byses the iconoclast,— pass over the immense influence 
on foreign States exercised by. the, gifts and gold o f Artn- 
xe rxe s  T, to rest on the person o f  Cyrus. D ow n to the 
latest days of Persian nationality, as we have seen, this 
precedence lasts, in the poets and historians o f Islam. In 
C yrus only they find the “ fa th e r” o f nations; he on y 
thinks himself adorned in adorning others; he only strives 
to heal discord, to reward noble conduct, to win the hearts

1 G r o t e :  History o f Greece, i v .  216.
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o f men by generous appreciation o f merit, by forgiveness 
o f injuries, by tender consideration of the weaknesses and 
wants of others. He is as pure in life as he is powerful in 
arms; has the majesty of human omnipotence,.with none 
of its caprice,; would fain unite autocracy o f power with 
democracy o f spirit; is at once ideal ruler and ideal man.
It is scarcely rational to suppose that all this testimony to 
one so conspicuous in history as the creator o f the Persian 
empire, so known to Babylon, Egypt, and Greece, can be 
without historical guarantees; that a repute which all the 
admitted degeneracy of the Persian kings and people since 
his day could not cover up from the sharpest eyes and 
finest minds of that Athenian people, to whom the name 
of barbarian was an offence, can be a baseless fiction, .

A s  we have already said, that but for the preparatory 
work of the “  great kings ” Alexander would not have 
found Asia open to his unifying inarch; that the con­
sciousness o f a common empire, and the demand for a 
common political administration did far more than the 
little troop of fifty thousand with which he penetrated 
Asia, to effect the conquest o f the multitudinous tribes,—  
so we may now add that the powerful initiation of these 
influences must be ascribed to “  Cyrus the Great,”  As it 
is greater to create than to organize, he eclipses even Da­
rius, without whom the .empire would have perished in a 
day. A  single sentence will perhaps express the direct 
bearing ol his life upon the Alexandrine campaigns. No 
mere helplessness of a disorganized State, no weakness o f  
Oriental nerve, no absence o f leaders, no over-conftdcnce 
of Darius II., did so much to effect their amazing success 
as the previous preparation of the people o f A sia  to accept 
the personal government o f one who deserved to hold 
sw ay; the sense o f community in an expectation of world- 
purpose and destiny with which Cyrus and his conquering 
Persians had at once inspired the East. From his day
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Iran meant no more a vast desert of warring hordes, but 
the Persia of the Great King, the chosen Solar Fire of 
the World. The ,savage warfare of Iran and Turan gave 
place to an empire making firm stand against incursions 
from the Northern wilds. The feudal chiefs of Iran gfere 
subordinated to the throne, without loss of freedom or 
self-respect; and the conquest of Ionia opened the civil i/ t- 
tion of the East and of the West to each other. From his 
constructive conquests dates not the first but. the most 
radical intermixture of races, whence grew the breadth of 
European experience. He raised the barrier to the North­
ern swarms whose mastery of Persia would have swept back 
Aryan civilization, delayed for centuries Aryan immigra­
tion into Europe and the Germanic conquests with their 
vast results to freedom and science, and so altered the 
whole course of history. Rome herself, broadened by her 
Parthian and Sassanide wars, and stirred by Persian passion 
out of her narrow and hard materialism, showed in the 
humanities of her later legislation that she had felt the 
pressure of Cyrus’ heroic hand, Hebrew psalmody, He­
brew law, the piety of Jahvism, as the mother of Christian 
trust and love, born and nurtured in the exile, reached its 
height in the exaltation of Cyrus, the “ Righteous One 
whom Jahvch loveth,” the “ Messiah,” the “ Anointed Sa­
viour of the World.” No other messiah has the Hebrew 
found but this one, for whom the girdle of the loins of 
kings was loosed, that he might open, the prison gates; 
at whose touch the wilderness and the solitary place were 
made glad, a highway was. opened for the ransomed of 
Jahveh, and the deserts of Judea rejoiced and blossomed 
as the rose. To be the inspirer of the later Isaiah was to 
hold a place second to none in the sources of Hebrew and 
Christian faith. His capture of Babylon broke the pride 
of Semitic polytheism. His restoration of the Jews effaced 
at a word the hostilities ol races and creeds, and .gave the
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first strong impulse to universal religion, to the brother­
hood of nations and o f times. The victories o f Cyrus 
were indeed the sunrise in the east. The turning o f the 
river that rolled through Babylon was the original o f that 
wonderful picture of a great Deliverer which Christian­
ity has made Jesus claim as meant for himself/ —  the 
turning-point of ancient history. The same hand which 
smote 'down the old gods of Asia, set up the com mg God 
of Europe. To the feet of this great Master of Nations 
converge the lines of religious movement as we trace them 
backward from their widest expansion in modern times.
And while studying the manifold bearings o f his life on 
succeeding ages, I am scarcely surprised that a brilliant 
French historian. Whose ingenious conclusions concerning 
the Persians, however imperfectly sustained in some re­
spects, are highly worthy of consideration, should say 
emphatically that “ there is nothing else of so intense an 
interest in all human h is to ry ;” 2 and that without him 
“  the Europe of to-day never would have existed.”

We pause before this magnificent landmark of progress.,
Let us reflect that we see the forerunner and type o f that 
principle which, for good and for evil, has controlled the 
great religions of modern times. A  man stands in the 
place of God. It is not meant that the man is here held 
to be God, though this is the tendency; and both in earlier 
and later Iranian phases o f monarchy the monarch often 
assumes the name and worship of the god. The Persian 
did not worship his king, certainly not in the days of Cyrus.
He was forbidden by his religious law e\ en to make images 
of Ormuzd, an invisible god. He made only symbolic 
sighs of deity hovering over the king. But these were 
signs of personal Will, the essence o f sovereignty alike 
in God and king. Though the king was not God to the 
Persian, then, he was the image of God, —  an image if not

1 Isaiah Ixi. x j L u k e ,  iv. i6-tn. 2 Gobineau : Histoire dts Verses, t. 51 t*
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made with hands, yet representing' in human form the au­
thority of that Will of whose human and divine elements 
— choice of chiefs, and commandment of G od— he was 
the combined result Later times and religions show how 
naturally the personal God himself becomes identified 
with the man specially made in his image. Though for 
the Persian the reality of Ornuird soars oyer the head of 
the Achaemenide, yet a man stands;in the place of God. It 
is the form of a Person that we discern dimly through the 
shadows of the past, and the ancient world is at his feet.
It is the sovereignty of. a will. But. this will worships 5 
it recognizes moral laws, and obeys the spirit of love; 
it desires to command a w illin g  obedience, to win the 
hearts .of men, to reconcile and succor them; it knows that 
Its rights involve duties ; it treats the tribes of a continent 
as one race, which needs and wishes to be governed, but 
has the right to be governed well. And we thus discern 

' ; v the justification in its own day and for those conditions in
f w h i c h  it was born — for the true birthday was in the Persia 
' j  ; o f the great Cyrus —  of the principle of Personal Govern-
tV .” merit ;  a principle which more than two thousand years of

political and religions history were to develop and work 
through, until it now finds its value in having prepared 
the way for a higher stage of progress no longer to be 
delayed,

Such is the Cyropaedia of real history, holding in its 
bosom an end and purpose beyond the “  great, kings,” an­
cient and modern, beyond-the Messiahs, the Prophets o f 
jahveh and of Allah, the authoritative Incarnations, the 
theological types of Personal Government, of whom it is 
made up, and whose sway, both ideal and actual, but fore­
shadows a real unity of man with God above and beneath 
these limitations by exclusive types of personal W ill It is 
in Cyrus that we see its fine foreshadowing in its largest 
prophetic aspect. Not the “ bright altars ” o f a Hebrew
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Jahveh, but the alcarless presence and fane of a human 
potentate standing for justice and mercy, are “ thronged 
with prostrate kings.”

p i l a f f
“  See barbarous nations at thy gates attend,

Walk in thy light, and in thy temple bend ! ”
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A L E X A N D E R  T H E  GREAT.

’l l  THEN Alexander of Macedon destroyed the Achae- V v me aid an dynasty at a blow, he not only assumed the 
style and embraced the system- of the native rulers, but 
became at once the national ideal. Greece denounced 
him as the destroyer of her liberties, the arrogant restorer 
of her twenty thousand political convicts from exile.1 
Ivrsia, on the contrary, hailed him as her deliverer from 
national disintegration and dynastic decay. Plutarch re­
lates that Darius himself exchanged his contempt of the 
stripling who sought to snatch his crown, for a recogni­
tion which went so far as. to pray that if it went ill with 
himself the gods would ‘ ‘ suffer none, but Alexander to pos­
sess the throne of Cyrus; ” and adds: “  So true is it, that 
virtue is the victor still.” 3 Only an overmastering per­
sonality could hold the numerous principalities of Iran 
under a common sway; and this inflexible requirement of 
their nature and traditions could find nothing but its own 
irony in the later Aehaeroenklan kings. But when this 
young hero, fresh from the conquest of Greece and Egypt, 
threw himself single-handed, with the assurance of a god 
and as a retributive fate, upon the vast empire of the “ king 
of kings,” the thunder of his tread, the most rapid and re­
sistless in the history of war, awoke the old Iranian loyalty 
to personal Will, with its glorious traditions; and the 
prestige of Cyrus and of Rustem, of the historical and the 
mythological ideals alike, gathered about his head. A  
million spears were grounded at the lifting of his arm. 
The Gordian knot flies apart at the touch of his sword;

1 Grate, xli. 306. 3 Fortune or Virtue.of A lexander, i i  6, 7.
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he needs not untie it to prove him self the master for whom 
its m ystery waits. From  his first defiance o f Darius, d e ­
scribed in the legend* as a refusal o f the accustomed tribute 
of golden eggs, because “ the vital bird of him who sent 
the eggs has deserted the cage o f the body,* or as mt. 
return o f a bitter herb for the bat and ball sent by that 
monarch to satirize his youth,8 through the successive^cap­
ture o f Babylon, Susa, Persepol’is, Lcbatana. the subjuga­
tion o f eastern Iran, the Bactrian anti Southern campaigns, 
to the coronation and apotheosis a t Babylon, eveiy  step 
in that marvellous march was alm ost as much an ovation 
as a struggle. The magnificent record o f heroic toils and 
pains which his Greek eulogist brings to prove him inde­
pendent o f the favors o f fortune,3 has its counterpart in the 
ardor o f submission* as to an expected one, w hich. greeted 
his com ing as soon as the quality o f the man- was felt.4 
The -Lydian confederacy welcomed -him. Babylon  and 
Susa threw open their gates to receive him. T ribe after 
tribe gave in their adhesion. “ A fter the battle of A ib tla , 
says Plutarch, “  A lexander was acknowledged king of all 
A sia .” 6 This expectancy is indeed an element needed to 
explain the unparalleled success o f a handful o f M acedo­
nian soldiers. No great effects in political oi religious 
reconstructions are explicable without such conditions 
precedent. The first resistance was made b y  D arius with • 
vast resources. B u t after the first blows the em pire could 
never be rallied, and there remained only outbreaks of in­
dividual States, jealous o f their local liberties. The power 
o f A lexan der's prestige was made cumulative b y  events, 
and the fact is worth emphasizing, that no great rebellion 
o f conquered tribes occurred in his campaigns, save that

I S h ea : Afirk,bond, PP-zfayS&Z'
8 Plutarch Fortune or Virtue o f  Alexander^ ii. 8- i -j . , . .
4 Arrian ; "Expedition of A lex an d er , lu. k?> 23*28; iv. i ,  15. Cur...js, 1, ~

0- Avriati, passim. Plutarch; L ife  o f A lexan der, ^



of tlie hkictrians, which w?s caused by the propagation of 
a false story that Alexander intended to seize and put to 
d-.ath all the leading men.1

When the Iranian tribes saw the one general who could 
hatfc resisted him, Memnon of Rhodes, die before striking 
a blow; when they saw their king Darius ignobly seeking 
safety in flight from the field of Issus, and the conqueror 
enhancing a noble behavior towards his captive family by 
punishing his assassins; when they saw'the.conqueror 'rush 
like a tempest across Central Asia to destroy the Bactrian 
rival who had thought to rise to empire. by the murder of 
his king; when satrap after satrap tried his hand at re­
bellion in vain ; when every hour proved the tremendous 
capabilities of a will which suppressed the. conspiracies 
of generals, shamed away the reluctance of soldiers, and 
broke into ungovernable wrath at the very suspicion, of 
disloyalty in a friend; when he dared to offend his own 
followers by committing the satrapies to native chiefs; 
when he left the States their own institutions and free­
dom of worship; when he took counsel of the Chaldean 
Magi, rebuilt the fallen shrines of Babylon, restored the 
abandoned tomb of Cyrus, and espoused the daughters of 
native kings,—‘ We cannot wonder that the national dislike 
of an invader should be, absorbed in admiration for one, 
even though a Greek in speech, and plainly purposing 
to play the part of a god, on whom rested so visibly the 
tokens of the right to rule. No wonder native volunteers 
crowded forward to garrison his conquered towns. No 
wonder that when his arm}- refused to follow him farther, 
he found such a host of native youth rise ready to his hand 
that the legions were roused to new zeal, and his march to 
India showed miscellaneous hordes of Persians trained in 
the disciplines of the Greek.2 No wonder cities sprang

1 Williams: L ife  o f  A lex an der  (Family Library-*- Arrian, iv, t,
* Br(tn. Aliqrth.'i ii. 562.
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up as by magic on navigable streams anti in the desert, as 
if a new birth had come over the whole land. No wonder 
that the sympathies of races could be fertilized by inter­
marriage on the largest scale, beginning with his own ex­
ample and followed by eighty of his chiefs. No wonder that 
the hordes of the ancient monarchy found free circulation 
to revive enterprise and trade, and that this intercourse of 
races opened with electric speed into the nobler commerce 
of ideas and faiths. But these effects, which seemed su­
pernatural to historians and philosophers for many ages 
after his day, were as largely due to the supreme command 
always exercised over Iranian thought and conduct by 
idealizations of personal Will, as to the actual qualities of 
Alexander’s genius. It is plain that these qualities would 
have had but little power to move the world, but for the 
immense leverage afforded by the other.

The pupil of Aristotle, the reader of Homer by day and 
night, the preserver of Pindar’s house from the sacking of 
Thebes ; whose camp1 was a lyceum of philosophy and 
science, a school of historians and poets as well as of gen­
erals; the enthusiast for a civilization that should embrace 
and unify the world, aspiring to teach humanities to the 
rudest tribes, and Greek order and law to the jealous feudal 
lord-- of Asia, and “ by mixing lives, manners, customs, 
wedlocks, as in a festival goblet, to make every one take the 
whole habitable world for a country, of which his camp 
and army should be the metropolis,” — this man, without 
looking too closely at the strange mixture of dispositions 
and'motives, or at the uncertainty of tradition which besets 
a true estimate of Alexander’s life, was indeed the higher 
ideal for which Nineveh, Babylon, Mede, and Persian had 
educated the races of Iran. Again the native genius finds 
its living symbol; nerve-fire condensed into personality,

’• Pyrrho the sceptici Auiixarclnts. disc & of Democritus, CaUisthenes, Ptolemy, Perdiccas, 
accompanied him. Diogenes Laertius, ix. Also Zehcr s Sipi'. s. ,
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darting like the lightning east and west, and filling the 
world with its flartes. For hint the elements are made; 
his foot plays all the pedals of th<* world’s music; history 
is but the echo of bis march. The continents are dead 
ancl silent ‘ everywhere, save where he moves and • sum­
mons them to renovated life.

Alexander is not European after all. He belongs to 
Iran. Of the thirteen years of his reign, eleven are spent 
on the soil of Asia. Once leaving Macedon for the East, 
he never returns, Greece emigrates in him; her gods 
follow the star of a master which may have risen in the 
West, but which stays proudly in the Eastern sky, and the 
Magi, are not his guests but Iris hosts. Greek Dionysus 
found a home in Eastern Asia, and men. saw in the de­
bauches in which the conqueror stained his hand with the 
blood of friends the god’s revenge for his neglected 
worship, or for the woes of his beloved Thebes. A  new 
Hercules frees 'Prometheus, on a new Caucasus at the 
opposite boundary of Iran, and his name is Alexander of 
Macedon,

It was not without more positive grounds than these that 
Iranian tradition adopted the invader into the line of native 
kings.1 For this was in ethnic truth the Agamemnon of 
the East returning to claim his ancestral domain as well as 
to punish the Achatmenides for invading Greece. He is 
Iranian not only by the scene of his triumphs, but by his 
Aryan descent, and even by the Orientalism of his govern­
ment, manners, and dress, and by the ungovernable pas­
sions which the situation developed in him, over which 
even his Greek panegyrist can only mourn.2 This per­
sonality has the true Iranian dimensions, is the true type 
of inward Iranian Dualism and moral struggle. The fierce 
war of Ormuzd and Ahriman rages here on a scale which

1 Firdftsf l Sh&h'N&mch, Hamza of Ispatian ; E l MasOdi; Tabari, 
r  2 Arrian, iv. 8.
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Involves the .fatf of civilization. So the native legend 
adopts him, and lie becomes for it, as afterward h i  the 
Muhomefm chroniclers, the legitimate sort of D/mU (0;i- 
rius) by a daughter of Philip of Maoedon; and the half- 
brother of Darius Ochus, who is DArfib’s .son by another 
wifed He is the Iskander of the ShahdVameh,1 2 3 brought 
up at his father Philip’s court* unconscious, like Gyrus, of 
his royal rights, and succeeds to a tributary throne only to 
throw off allegiance, and by defeat of Ddra to reach his 
aucestrai crown. I he historical groundwork of the con­
quest is worked up into a tale of mutual tenderness and 
trust.between the brother kings. Iskander weeps' over the 
dying DAra, receives his blessing, promises to avenge his 
murder, to marry his daughter, and to spread the faith of 
Zoroaster. The empire receives him with joy, and there 
follows an epoch of order, prosperity, and glory ; while the 
true successor of Ivaiunrari kings makes Iagypt arid India 
his tributaries, and attended by prodigies and omens visits 
all the sacred Shrines of Iran, and restores the supremacy 
it had,once enjoyed. The legend knows nothing of the 
enormities which historians have ascribed to that march 
from 'lyre to the heart of India, the massacres in Phoeni­
cian cities, the deportations, the .burning of Pcrsepolis, and 
the slaughter on the sacred soil of Badris. But they had 
not been forgotten; nay, in some of the religious traditions, 
they .Have been greatly exaggerated. It was this very in­
terfusion of terribly destructive elements with far more con- 
spicuous ones that were truly creative and humane,- which 
made his history attractive to a race whose very conscious­
ness turned on the struggle of good and evil powers for

1  The ■ fW -A ’M ,  the heroic epos of Persian legends and traditions, coveting the whole
,lk  t,f lr;,n ‘imv"  *0 Alexander, gathered and compiled at tile court of Gliusoui, was finally 
wrought tip by Firdftsi* hr the eleventh century.

3 Evt:n Spiegel, who smgtilariy enough thinks the Iranians dirt not like Alexander, can­
not find any ground for believing this tradition to have a foreign-origin. Mr&n, -A'-wrtk ,
ii. s »



posse-salon of the heroic will, These traditions endowed 
Iskander with the symbolic gifts of this personal ideal, its 
spells for commanding Nature, its talismans to bind de­
monic powers, They gave him the physical strength to 
slay monsters, to repeat the labors of Hercules and his 
proto ype the sun, the intuition to foresee his destiny, the 
piety to recognize the insignificance of -kingdoms com­
pared with the service of God and mail.

Nor does it appear that Firdhsl, the restorer of the 
Iranian legendary history, added any more of Islamitic 
coloring to the traditional- fame of Iskander than he gave 
to those earlier heroes of the national legend, whose type, 
thoroughly the same as Iskander’s, has evidently preserved 
its original features even under his Mussulman hands. As 
it was the fitness of Alexander to fill this old type ot ideal 
personality that attracted the national genius, so only in 
him could it rise to the height of its historical- function.
To all ordinary personal -forces- that genius refused to re­
spond. The succession he bequeathed “ to the strongest" 
did not command its allegiance. The brief career of the 
Seleucidae/ lasting little more than half a century, only 
irritated the people by using the powers he had gained to 
suppress their religious faith and the local self-government 
by which he had won their hearts, Though the dynasty 
was not without energy as a whole, though Seieucus I. 
had great gifts and - swayed an empire almost as large as 
that of Alexander himself, and though Antioch us Epipha- 
nes achieved a fame as wide as it was odious (the Ahri- 
man of jew and Gentile), these heirs (diadoehoi) of 
Alexander’s empire were a blank for Persian imagination, 
and furnished it no idea! food. The Seleucida: on the 
Tigris and the Orontes,. and the Parthian and Grseeo- 
Bactrian dynasties which ruled respectively the western 
and eastern provinces that; seceded from their empire, were 
dropped from the national chronology, it wholly passed
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" • ■ over the five and a half centuries between the death of 
Alexander and the advent of the Sassanicle Ardeshir, who 
in the very spirit of the old heroic legend restored Iranian 

,■ freedom and faith.
It was the glory of Iran to feed the imagination of those 

races which were making history with -colossal types of 
heroic Will, -By no mytho-poetic accident did her-great 
Caspian headland front Europe with that eternal symbol 
of Prometheus, unconquerable: sufferer for the -good of 
man; while close beside it towers the form of Zoh.dk, 
image of tyranny and hate, bound in hopeless chains 
by Feridun, the spirit of freedom. Here personality 

■ first becomes a universal idea, a world-consciousness As 
Cyrus had been the ideal of the highest Hebrew and Greek 
intelligence, so Alexander became the ideal of far more 
widely-spread intellectual and religious forces at a later 
date. From the fascination of his world-opening career 
no corner of civilization was exempt. For centuries hosts 
of chronicles, itineraries, romances, myths, and legends mul­
tiplied around it, of every race and every quality; but ail 
so dominated by his dazzling personality, that the thought­
ful historic annals of Arrian and .Diodorus and Strabo, 
and the learned (but not so. trustworthy) compilation of 
Plutarch, prove often as puzzling to- the historic sense 
as the palpable 'tissues of fable spun by a pseudo-Callis- 
thencs, or a Quintus Curt-ius, -dr by those mythologists of 
Egypt, Armenia, and Rome, from whom their threads were 
borrowed.

This grasp of the imagination, then first, we may say, set 
free to work upon genuinely historic materials and forces, 
knew no limits in geographical space. All the weird stories 
of supernatural phenomena and monstrous shapes of beasts 
and men, with which the unexplored wikis of Central Asia 
had been peopled, mainly on the authority of Ctesi.as s 
Persian history, were 'woven into the marching robes of


