.simple fact waig, It the fptatty be of Judah coalt% .
| resist the conguerors of the world. Science has taught
| us that the limits of a nation’s existence and growth are
 determined by conditions of climate, position, and 'race; -
by its relative strength and sagacity; by the currénts of
civilization, opening or closing paths to power; and by
 the fortunes of war, Probably no great people was cver,
8o utterly demoralized as to owe its destmction to war
alone,  The Roman Empire was enetvated by selfindats
gence.  But its conquerors from the northern wildernesses
. were not models of virtue; and the Rome that could not
 withstand their blows could at least live an after-life in the |
‘conquest of their brutality by her culture and her law.
/' Surely it was not owing to the vices of Rome that horde
“after horde of barbarians pressed like waves on one another
| till they overflowed Hurope with a physical force that no
' movral energy could have withstood, The consequences
of slavery were certainly sapping the unity of the empire;
but so overgrown a dominion must have fallen to pieces
by lack of central authority, and by the restlessness of the
tribes it sought to hold, even if its provincial administra- "
tion had been far better than it was. Like all great cities,
Babylon dotbtless had her share of luxury, covetousness, i
‘and crime; perhaps the pictures drawn by Hebrew prophet
‘and Latin historian are within the truth; hut to say that®
for this reason her glory was turned to “heaps” is to
forget all the elements of the situation save one. It is
| %o ignore the immeasurable part she has borne in human
history, both before and after her visible downfall: It must
be remembered that her vices did not prevent her from
being, at that very moment, famous throughout Asia for
the valor and energy of her campaigns; that a lass skilful
" and fortunate foe than Cyrus would probably have failed
to f‘orce her enormous defences, which were only cartied




< by a stratagem ‘played on the 'éffe-miriac'y not of thé, pe
‘ple; but of the ‘court. . Wifh all their excesses, the Baby-
loniang had won repute for honesty and self-possession®

~and the earnestuess of their religious faith and public spirit
is shown by their prodigious works and by the inscriptions

of their kings, That a city which held from an tnknown
antiquity down fo the last moment of its existence the
rank of mistress in commerce and culture,~—a metropolis
to which all the great roads of Asia converged, and from
which the wealth of the Euphrates aad Tigris flowed down
through the great Persian Gulf to the scean highway of
the ancient world; ‘“the glory of kingdoms, the beauty
* of the Chaldees’ excellency;”’ a city that could build walls
fifty miles in circumference, and terraced |gardens on'a
similar scale, upheld by columns and watered by hydraulic
engines, and river-walls and piers to match them; that
combined every known form of industrial achievement and
productive craft; the confluence of all races, the home of
all beliefs, — that such a city became “ heaps’ because
of its moral and religious rottenness is simply incredible,
and would, if true, make it absurd to expect anything
from the highest capacities of mankind. Sodoms and
Giomorrahs on such a scale are preposterous. The de-

nouncers of Babylon were trebuked in after days by the s

legend of Jahveh’s own promise to Abraham, that tem .
~righteous men were encagh to save ‘a city;? and by
‘his plea with Jonah, * Thou hast had pity on the gourd
which came up in a night and perished in a night; and
should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are

_ miore than sixscore thousand persons that cannot discern

between their right hand and their left hand?”
 Whatever its morals, Babylon would doubtless have con-
 ‘tinued for ages to be the centre of Asiatic civilization, had

1 Rawlivson : Amncient Monarchies, ii. 508.
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| ’I’;gm and tlm Pcrs:an Gult‘ had not, stni] later, the'd‘le-:-'.'_-

i covery of an | ocean passage to India dcstroyec;‘{ that land

" traffic of which Babylen was the ertrepdt, and wluch our

| own days are bringing afresh into its ancient track., The
wvices of Belshazzar's semi- mythn cotirt had less to do vuth'. sk
Babylon's deselatmn than the removal of the Achaemen--;.,' i

idan scat of empire to Susa, and the change from Chaldean "

] “culture to Persian m:htary ambition in Wcsi,ern Asia, wh1ch
' .:ﬁrequxrul a new metropolis and a new basis of mtlonahty
| Still more conclusive against the Bible-theory is the actual
" 'record of Babylon’s influence on universal history, — on

:  'the one hand direct and visible, on the other indirect and
" invisible; of Babylon after the flesh, and Babylon in the

spirit., . What if her undisputed mastery of the Asiatic
world lasted less than a century? It was long enough
to gather the scattered lights of past ages into one flame,
and transmit to the next master of nerve-power in this
process of historic growth what he would never have had

the philosophy to concentrate, nor the patience to search .

Jout; long enough to mingle the physical stamina and.
. erude capacity of a hundred heterogenicous tribes with
‘the best organic life of wealth and culture that had then
been attained,-—and thus to make Greece, Judea, Arabia,
‘and through them Europe and America, her unceasing
debtors, .
' Babylon became ¢ heaps; 7 but when a thousand vears
‘have passed over those ‘“ heaps,” antiquity itself drises out
of them, and holds forth the lost fragments of history that
pmve humamty an unbroken evolution,a movemett to uni-
versal ends. | When Ker Porter's troop first approached
the mound of Birs-Nimrud, they saw its desolate summit
in posscssion of three magnificent lions, who moved majes-
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their approach, as if to reprove
Babylon, thoug

of the ages for forgetting that
shadow, was still a throne for kings.!
A ’I"t..-has hardly been imagined to what extent Persian civil:
ization was the product of Babylonian clements. A loose
congeries of nations, apparently with nothing in common
but the tendency to rebellion and separation, were trans-
‘mitted by Nabonidus to Cyrus, whose hands were 50 full |
of conquests that he did little towards shaping political
order out of their fruits. But he received more than this
chaos of tefidencies. We have traced through the Iranian
past an energetic germ of unity, in the pressure of ideal
'motive into’immediate act, which T have characterized as
nerve-power. ' The main spting of this energy of purpose.
cotld be found only in personal Willi | This was its catliest
ideal in the East, as it is its latest inspiration in Western
society and faith, Its advent on an ethnic scale was in
that Iranian exaltation of royal personages, as actual or
expectant masters of the world through force of will, of
which it is a popular error to suppose that Cyrus and his i
successors were the founders. Tt was Iranian, before it 1

was Persian, | First noted by the Greeks in the hosts pre-
‘cipitated on Europe by the nod of the king, it was -_yet,:.as' o
we have seen, the motive-force of those great empires

~ Vhich had preceded his. “The leader of a troop of moun-
‘tdneers, Cyrus proved, —like the Assyrian, t_li_g Mede, the
Babylonian before him, only with far greater emphasis,—

. that personal quality is master of mere human mass. The
imnense po er that belonged to this conviction was al-
| reaty a tradition of these nations, ready to pass from hand
to hand along the linc of conquerors. So the spirit of

. B"'-_\P)'I_ln'._ ug, the traveller sees it from the Birs-Nitnrud to-day, is no desert.  The date '

, palms, and mulberry, tiees, thie beautiful gardens, magnificant craps, and far-spread -
make the scene as loyely as possible, and serve a3 n b:r.er]_in::lio‘.i of Nature on'a
1 M{N mission loug finished and filfilled,  (For description, see Geary's Travels
in Asiatic Twrkey, chap. xii.) : A




. chastised the river Gyndes for drowning a sacred hoyse; in

Ninevel and Babylon moved in the arm of Cyrus when it

‘waved the dispersed Hebrews into national life, as when it

| the rage of Xerxes casting fetters into the Hellespont; in

' the self-invocation of every Achamenidan on his stone tab-
! lets, as solé * King of kings; king by grace of Ormuzd,.
" of this wide earth, afar and near.”  And at last Alexander
0 himself, pupil of Greek liberty, conquers Persian Babylon
only to assume the adored dress of Darlus, to prescribe

1 prostration at his own feet, and demand at Susa, even of -

15 '-_the Greels, that they éh.quld -{vnrs'lli P h‘ifn as their god.
1 The Persian monotheist did but intensify the personal
monarchism of the older worship when he substituted ong

f | soveteign will for the many gods in human form of the

" Semitic and Turanian pantheon, whom he smote into the
Csdust, His symbol of Ormuzd, — a man flying in a winged
mirele ovet the king's head, -~ belonged to Asshur, the god
| of Assyria, before him.  Here was a fit type of that nerve-
énergy and resistless will by which the Persians carried to
a higher point the personal ideal of Nineveh and Bahylon.
8o the winged hiiman-heéaded bulls of these cities, of simi-
_lar purport, and the monsters that had typified terrible
" powers of evil purpose, did but receive from the new dual-
ism of spiritual forces a more practical and realistic for;_ﬁ
of the samé meaning.  The old Magian cultus of the ek
meits, slowly built up by Cushite, Turanian, and Senite
combined, was also transmitted to the Persians, who ac-.
cepted its worship of fire, its divining rods, and periaps
its cotntnand to destroy noxious animals, and who prac-
tised at times, if we may believe FHerodotus, its dreadful
vite of human sacrifice, Lven the Babylonian Venus,
Anaitis! found admission at a later period into the reli=
gion of these scourgers of idolatry, even among the suc-

1 According to Haug, who reférs to W indischmann (B ssaps, eic., P4 Amﬁtis is in the
Ugld Vashits of the Apdsta. ; i :



d Wértumed hns thme 'I‘hey toc:k the:-r writin
I he Assyrian cuneiform, Babylmx furnished  their
> étem of coinage ; Egypt and Media, their dress; and into
their worship of Ormuzd they absorbed without chance thé'
Semltlo gods of their subject States.! i
: Spwgrcl has traced many of the gods of the Zend Avcsta.' |
dsreﬁ,tty to older Semitic originals,? and it is but reasonahle

to believe that the civilization of western Iran, which He. "

[ rodotus entitled Persian, was in fact the resultant of the
manifold traditions and institutions deposited in succession

‘on the soil.  But Persia brought also her own gift, her

- distinctive functmn As to what it was, we can jodge

better after a brief survey of what we know as to the
origin and history of her ‘people.  On'this matter the
Ha:tn'ew Scriptures, unttl recently the principal gulde a7
to the races of Western Asia, give very little information.
' The ram and the butting goat of the book of Daniel cons |
vey no idea of the difference of the Persian anc Macedo-
nian empires; nor do other Bibles throw much light on
the origin of the tribe which Cyrus raised to the throne:
~of Asia,  Cuneiform inscriptions, as carly as the ninth
 tentury before Christ, ~if we are not deceived by a rex
“semblance of names, as Schrader thinks we are, — have.
 preserved the important fact that the “ country of Par'sua”
- (Persia) contained a very great number of independent
‘chiefs who submitted to the Assynane. . This is about
Il we can learn from the stone-records, and the lively
ccks yield nothing but ‘mythic names, The carly |
nids of the Zen d-Avesta like those of the Hebrew Genesis,
may cover the rehg;ous antagonism of nomadic and setiled
tribes, and the primeval warfare of their gods of night and

flia sm&gel Studion wbor d 2!‘-!';‘!' Avist (Zetbschv, #. Denteck. Morgenl. Gesellsih.y
. a78) Dunckers Goshickie das Alterthums, bd. {i. 626, 641, Heradotus, i, 135,

B B, Alteveh, V. i

3 Blni:le olielisk Inscription of Shalmaneser I1,, ind Insoviption of Shamas Rimmon.




'qame of Achmmenes, who i gwm in th;a mscrtptml‘t'
‘Darius at Behistun, as the eponymous chief of his dyna,sty, )
_t;};ough D-'mus spcaks of himself as the ninth Achaem&mdan
1p};es th_ t.'there ware ﬁve of th{. race befotc

nd we ﬁnd no record as to “ho was, The Persmn was
oré interested in recording how his ““ spear reached afar,
; mg war far from his land,” than in rememhcrmg his
muba[ ‘origin, which was probably humble enough.  We
do not even know whether, previous to Cyrus, his country
was a satrapy of Media, or a kfnpdom paying tribute,
- though that it was the former is by far the more prob-
able.  Herodotus relates the Median conquest, and ‘brings
0% l,'us, through his mother, into the ro’yal fannly, ‘not of
Persia, but of Media? . " 1) -
. \Whao, then, were the Permans? Thc ouly rvply' 15,--1
‘torrent which descended from its mountain home, and '
| swept all Western  Asia into its current almost at t;ane"
"' bound, but left no record by which we can trace it to its'

- sprmgs. ‘The typical race of Iran, the l’emans,.have
gnren their name to its history at every phase;. yet we
"do not even know whethet this name comes from that
of their principal tribe, or is the Greek form of the
“Parau ? o 4 Bartsu” of the inscriptions. Of the Greek
hlstonans, ot mrllest informant, Herodotus, lived but a
| gentury after Cyrus; yet his account of that historic pers'

son is, by ]:ns own statement, but dne of three ways of

i Seé Upmﬂ' ati of lhe B _‘ t Iusenpmm nml his note: X:m-a’.r qf' !&- Pm!,
vli\h Sl s 2 Herodotus ws, Xenoph H ! P yaa




e tradltror]e in the memories of the conquered people.

... Aware, since

( r\muﬁd 6.1' the two prmmp]es of the Avcstmfmth Eut
dﬂ.ﬁuﬂbﬂ& a kmd of elementqcult mstead wluch is perhaps

_ :know how to study hIS honest wo:k Ctﬁ‘SIas, who '
: a century later, was a phys;cran at the Persian ¢ourt
sa -zmd knew the traditions of the monarchy. but his ¢
reputation for honesty is very bad and his credulity is be{. el
yond exa.mp]e. Xenophon, on the other hand, has given '
in his  Cyropzdia’” a slatendld phrlosephlml romance,
Neither of these, nor any other author, can enlighten the
darkness of Persian origins. Even the old hero:c Icgend::
of I‘:rd&si ‘while it makes the local chicfs its theme, and'
deseribes the feudal liberties of the various States of a--.'
great confederacy, throws no specxal hght on thc I’er i
sians. before Cyrus. 0 0 '
. But Herodotus' stra.ightfqu'er p:cture of ‘the Pcrqmus
of Cyrus' time bears every mark of truth. It has nover
been contradlcted and it thoroughly explains their mar:
vellous carcer. « Only this makes us pause,——that the P
sians’ whnm he must have: seen, the actudl rulers

_ Pers:ané. of his picture. Dld hc reaily see at Ba _
many of 'the conquering race? 'Was his account o

yet effacedy by time?  Or how otherwise could he
~ penctrated f{lrough the luxurious and barbarous degene
racy of the Persians of his day,— of which he was fully

iﬁe refers it to the influence of Media, —~to
. %’« ideal he gitves us of a hardy mountain tribe, of rare
desty, d1gmt§<, and self-dxsmplme, a national personahty' i
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e wmpact 'mcI xcsoluta that 1t wrcmght on :
. merale of the older races with the power of .fate-i*-; Tha
| startling contrast to all this, revealed in Plutarch’s Life of
:_.-:"Arta‘cemea Longimanus, the contemporary of Herodotus,
renders it a puzale to comprehend how the old ideéal Per-
 sians could have been discerned except through traditional
. survival jin the minds of their subjects. | On the other
' //hand, such a rcputatxon speaks forcibly for the truth of the
picture,  And there are good grounds in the character of
' the historian why we should separate the psychological
part of it from the mythological, and accord to the one a._
.-'.,credcnce we must refase to the other. i
e That the Persians of Cyrus were the ideal of all the
:"'.Gre__e'i. historians does not prove that the picture itself was
purely ideal.  Nothing but the force of truth seems likely
. to have extorted such tributes from a people who habitu-
. ally regarded other races as barbarians, and who must
have been specially jealous of the rapid rise to empire of

a rude mountain tribe, whose arms were reaching down to
“the shores of the /Egean.  The mingled contempt and fear

" falt by the Tonian cities toward this Iranian horde advanc-
Ling upon them over the ruins of Nineveh is illustrated by
the advice given to Creesus by his courtiers, not to waste

| his time and labor in subjugating these poverty-stricken
and worthless barbarians, who, once in Lydia, might do
mischief}  But a stronger witness to the truth of Hero-
dotus’ tribute is found in certain vestiges of those hardy
“and herbic manners surviving in the well-known institu-
tions of the later Achemenide empire. = Plutarch tells us
‘that the kings of Persia at that period still afe figs and
drank milk at their coronation, in memory of the ancestral
customs of their race? Xenophon, whe may be trusted i

| when he speaks of the Persians of his ewn day, says thev.
. still retained the robust educational principlés and gene
f 3/ Herodotus, 1. 71, B i’l-fe_;cy" A ptaxerxes. ;




the con&muance of ma.ny ancmnt customs, such as brmgmg

. en]y small-sized bottles to theiv feasts and making only |

one meal a day, which were managed so as to defeat their
orrgma! purpose.  He evidently follows the general tradi-'
: Jtlou when he holds the luxury and cruclty of the court of
Persia as all'the worse for the heroic manncrs from which
it Had fallen away.  The rugged tribes devoted to their'
chiefs, led by Cyrus from their herds and huntmg-grounds
to startle the pampered Lydians, with their sparc diet and
clothing of skins, living on what they could get, strangers
to wine and wassail, schooled in manly exercises, cleanly
even to superstition, s0 loyal to age and filial duties that
parricide was mconcewable to. them, hating falsehood a3
something atrocious, may well be, needed to explain cer-
tain subsm.quent traits which: Herodotus has regorded of
the Persians of his own time,2 - their pride of personal in-
dependence, that held the owing of a debt the next worse
thing to telling a lie, and despised the muarkets of Greek
cities as schools of trickery ; ¥ their scorn of talking about
things that ought not to be done; their care to wean their

affections from over-dependence upon keeping their chil-

dren under their own sight; the high honors they paid 1o
their birthdays, and their esteem for another nation in pro-
‘portion to its relationship to themst,lves, their fondness:
for social grades and regulated manners; their feudal dig-
nities, the chiefs giving counsel to the king, even while
* thoroughly submissive to his person, just as Cyrus himself

' had been in these conferences but as primus inler pares,

and laid before the Persian nobles his plan of rebellion
‘against the Mede; the strong instinct of national impor-
tance and destiny, which grew naturally out of this personal '

L Cyropedia; viil, 18 ? Heredotus, 1 138, 139-
t o Thid., i 3.




‘rldu and ﬁ’;rce of mil, nd wh ade ey
| of tie public purpose, werkmg and praying for t‘h 10i¢
| nation, and particularly for the king's welfare, estcs:mmg_,
‘prowess even beyond prodeny', above all, their stirring
~ anibition to lose themselves in the great world-curreht,
" owing partly to magnetic sympathy and passion for per-
(1 sonal contact, and partly to the sense of gmdance by a
1 victorious star, 50 th“!t the} wcre “readiest of all nations
to accept forelgn c..ustoms, and bcaamt. apt pupﬂs of
i Madian excersit v - _
STt would seem . that nothmg but the pa.lpablc. pcr~_
."sw.t«ﬂ:rma of those qualities to: which had been traced the
| victorions earcer of the early Persians could hayve caunsed
the Greels writers to pay such tributes as they did to the
later civilization of the empire, in spite of its equally pal-
| pable ‘deépravity. Tt was no doubt only in the line of
Kenophon's fine fiction to represent this people as teach-
ing their children virtues as those of other nations were
taught letters;? but Herodotus, Plutarch, Strabo, Ctesias,
_ Qurtias, Ammianus, Josephus, all of whom professed to
write genuine history, point us  likewise to their laws
against ingratitude, against capital punishment for a first
offence or without trial; against harsh treatment of house-
. holds; # to the custom of setting the services of a slave
against his offences in deciding on his punishment; to that
sof sometimes substituting the dress of a culprit for his
person in inflicting the penalty;* to that of deliberating
~on public matters over their cups, but deciding only whe
saber: ® to their signal valor at Platea and Mycale; t
| tlicir habitual reward of brave and noble conduct, in both
isexes alike; to the interpretation of law by appointed
judges; ¢ to their belief that nothing was so servile as lux~

1 Herodotus, 1. 132-136, L Cypopiadia o
} 8 Herodotus, Lt & Byisson: Do Regne Fersariom, b 593-
e ! B Herodotus, 1 133+ 6 Drissom, pp. X9ty 152, ]




. their us re !
ost of which had doubtless such practi
as an absolute manarchy might allow.”’ ‘But these
have not failed to notice how the intense loyalty of |
o Ider time had degenerated into servility so absolute.
 that the king expected to be thanked by the subject for the |
. pumishment he inflicted, and injustice itself was scored by
. its victim as a benefit; ? a servility that amounted to wor-
~ ship, and accepted ‘death as the penalty for proposing
' anything which should displease the king | They have !\ i
faithfuily recorded such atrocities as burying ‘men  alive. |
i honor of the clements; faying judges for bribery;
m;t_itil'iatit‘in'-and. stoning;  acts of the _c‘mcllést ‘caprice ;
and the shameless crimes of a court life, where monsters
of the harem, male and female, ruled with shocking facility |

the weakest and the wickedest of tyrants. ' o 3 i
It may help to reconcile thesc plizzling ' contrasts of /.
| Persian character if we regard the later Acha@menide as
. simply showing what results imperial self-idolatry had.
. produced even in the line which bad borne a Cyrus and
a Darius, and which might, but for the fate of war, bave
found in the younger Cyrus a restorer of its ancient glory.
Nor is it fair to judge the people of Persia by the vices of
2 contt possessed by a fury like Parysatis, or a beast like
" Ochus.  They retained the energy to hold their immense
| empire till another world-conqueror appeared in Alexa
" der; and they preserved their hold on the imaginative and
deal interest of the Greek republics, whose whole politic
istory also was swayed by the wonderful resources of
e great king” A glance at their psychological quali-
s will perhaps indicate how an excess of neryous energy, |
ibalanced by contemplation or by associzted industry, | o

{3 Bedsson, 187 - e
2 rissan, p. 88, (rom Plutarch’s Alexander. Brisson,p. 596, from Josephis and Kedophora 1|
© @ Hrisson, ppe 4 49 from Stobieus' Sermiones, Xii. H o Vi
\J Y Lo from Varro, xil " ) !
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mately mastered and abscr',f d all th tnbeq from

'to Semitic: Assyr:a and Babyloma, may be. taken'?'_

" typical Iranian race. Sh 1
“well as in their hv:ug T

d highly mbressible senses, these Pers

. - (reeks, -~ described as' having aval {aces,
eatu'res, well-arghed eyebmws, and large dark eyes,
oft as the gauzelh1 s, now flashing with quick insight, we
‘the antipodes of those stunted, square-faced, heavy. and
4hort-hmbed Mongolian tribes, with wh:ch under the name
of Turan, they have waged incessant. war, They were exs
tremely receptive of moods, blaqses, passions; the . aptegt
| learners, ‘as they were the boldest adventuress of the East
_;not patient to study, not skilled to invent, but swift to
| seize, appropriate, and distribute; terrible breakers-up of
old religious spells; Promethean conductors of monopgs
'\ lized fire out into world-wide use; mediators between the

sealed thought of the East and the stirring life of the
. West; and, with all their absolutism, the heralds of lib-

erty. They dissolved the stern old material civilizations
'l of Cushite ‘and Turanian origin, and made them flow to =
“ﬂ. fertilize history, as they had already irrigated the Mesepo—
| tamian plains. What magnetic attractions ; what passion
" for vast conquests; what quickness to learn the arts of sen-
| suality and display! Persian magnificence lasts to the very
‘end; from Achemenidan to Seljule Turk, from Dariusgito 7
'\ Alp-Arslan, the boundless ambition, the prodigality and
. pomp, the sweep of self- deification went on, with every P

successive dynasty that touched this soil, Parthian, Sas-f.",
'.samde, Mongo! ‘still t}mlhng w1th the old nerve-currents i




ave w1th the fra:l tacklmg of thur hnst beanng shlps Lhe
arﬁuy ocean fields.” :
Here was a new fact in tlw Or:ental world, —— a race thaf-'
- believed alike in the actual and the ideal, ‘holding firmly to
'_th terms, following infinite longmga, like chlldren, and,
mastering | finite ‘means like gods; no Hindu mysticism
ignoring the seen; ‘no Chmese ‘matter-of-fact sllppmg_
away from the unseem  Every sculptured rock and eveny il
| formula of prayer attests a religious carnestness not to be
\ 5tlﬂ”r.nud into ritual, or bardened into stone. So quick a
_ _sense of the ideal and 8o real an aqptratzon towards it
'+ could only be satisfied by constantly recognizing the
| higher personality of each individual as a'real presence
 (Fravashi) hovering above his actual form, as protector and.
«guide. The Highest God has his Fravashi, and commands,
| Zoroaster to praise it.! | Not less has every creature, fof!
‘none can exist without its ideal, — the typrcal form to which
it aspires, and through which it has life and streng"
‘These Fravashis were the better life of the universe,,
blessedness of souls, invisible and serene; ; and with simpl
_ devoutness the Persian carved and painted them on hi§
| public works, and felt their mighty stress in the ardor of
his practical will. Not less significant is his substitution
_of the ascending hnf, in archltecture for the horizonta
; 'style of \Agsyrian art. /| b0 i
" This psychological sketch will be seen to 1llu‘strat¢: suf‘- i
ﬁcient’f’y our pesition that the Persian mind was not the :
. puré brain, not the paaswa muscle, but the flame-conductor
- between them, — in other words, nerve ; and as India 'md

L Sp!cgd Fendidad, xix. a0 i Ym;m. vl 434 xxiif g Hve r




"mental clements rESpectwely, so Perma _-'had thas-
;medzattve element in excess, | il il
| 'We must not fail to note that all thc Iram:m races wer
"_.rrmre or less of the game type. ‘Those. splendsd empire
of Babylonia, Assyria, Mecha, and Persia, each ‘in tur
.gathermg these races into a single Jmpulse or a suc
‘cession of 1mpulses, to be dissolved as swiftly as the great )
battery could well be discharged, blazing with perpetual
ets of conquest and revolt, we may well, I think, call
-‘_'ﬂasfics of netvaspower. Spasmedm, irresistible, the first
rush of this living lightning that man had felt within him,
ht.y' spent themselves on the pa:.sxonate effort to turn the
human world into the play of their magnificent dreams,
But the genius of the Persians lifted this element to its'
lideal form. 'Well might they take the sun for their sl
blem, and call their kings by its name. Well might Ehe
 flashing globe be hoisted on the royal tent, and the goidcn )
eagle on the standards, when their glorious Mithra arose
‘above the eastern mountains, giving the sign for the march
of ‘those vast armies resplendent with all the circumstance.
of courts and cities, sweeping the tribes into their torrent,
and pouring them on in heat ungovernable till they broke
in quivering fragments on the balanced solidity of Greek
' genius.  “The impetuous lord of many-peopled Asia,”

| sings | Aischylus again, “urges his godhkc armament
agamst ¢very land.”? W

. But the ruin of the Persian was not the Greek phaianx
on!y, of even chiefly? Like the Hercules of the solar
myth, seen on his gorgeous funeral pyre in the western
sky, the Persian perished in his own fires. Cyrus indeed, |
the great, mild, gencrous conqueror, father of his peoplﬁ‘,_ T

1 Platarch: Life of 4 plaverzes. 3 Pevsee.
3 Whe Greeks really, bad little ar 0o strategy ; still Tess discipline.  The accoints of
dous losses by Persians in battle are probably exaggerations, | See Mahafiy : ;t‘»m&t“

| i Greecn b op




m alike, in h:s shdrt rexgn of thrrty yearsa (5 59';
 made the little Persian, satrapy or kingdom mas
te: c:f Asia from the Jaxartes to the Pheenician coasts;
antd, victor in all he undertook, he lay down at last; sa
f'most of his biographers, amid purple and gofd, in' h
‘green paradise, under the truest and loftiest of all myal :
epitaphs, “ Here lies Cyrus, king of kings”! Only
“death | satirized his ambition.  But Cambyses, master Vab il
na’tmns. must needs master Nature too, and so led his hosts
' against the sands of Egypt and Ethiopia, and the oasis
‘of Ammon; and being discomfited, he came back an epi- :
~ leptic madman, to vent his rage on the priests of Apis and
| their sacred calf? to Violate temples and tombs, outrage his
household, defy the traditions of his ancestral faith, bury :
his subjects alive, and dig of fury on the news of a revos |
lution, leaving no trace ‘behind him in the Nl]*--. And
then Darius, the great or;,umfer, and as humane as he was
wise and thrifty, so beloved of Egypt for his friendliness sl
to her people and her gods that they gave him along the
worship given their native kings, yet ventures not only to|
bridge the Bosphorus, but to cast a heterogeneous host of |
' near a million men upon the Thracian wilderness to ﬁght---
with famine and fire more than with human foes, escaping
thence indeed through his wonderful personal resourc
 and effecting somethmg beycnd astonishing a zore of un-
i explored barbarians, since centuries elapsed before Pe' ,__‘
suffered again from Scythian ‘hordes.  Then }Len_ces,u
gk yoku\g the ocean, equalling the gods,” % hurls a similar
swarm upon Greece, set on by dreams and \rmons agamst-

AT Ln #ays the mio whlch i app Iy i Herodotus has preservad thn L
tradition that he died in a czmpaign a,gamst the barbarians of Scythia, and that his body
b mbarlnrmsiy treated. | T2ty {
® But see’ Brugsch Rey abiont thesa stories (Epydt under f.ic Phavaoks, chap, xix.), |
o especially that of Apis.| Cambyses was us full of the idea of universal deminin a3 Cyruk,
; But Wiedemann affirms their trath (Gesch. d. Aegyst., p. 430).
e Aescl,lus Perge, { AN




'}'hls father had put to his hps burst on the;r eager totic
| Persian failures were mamiy due to the vast sca!e' p
’ 'whxch enterprises were projected and preparedi ki
thousand could have penetmted the deserts better than

-Ertght at its nwn umweldmess, and the s kmg of ngs ”

wds! the victim of a panic; and tlmugh Mardonius had_" it

still a great host, the prestige was gnc, and his army,

like a swarm of locusts, became dead heaps on the land

. and in the sea. The unity and discipline of Xenophon's

' famous Ten Thousand made them more than a match

| for the unmanageable levies of Artaxerxes Mncmon, imd |

their retreat succeeded simply because the Persians had

[ no omammtion, and no plan for cutting it off. Then the y

subject States revolted everywhere, and the throne of the

'Achaemr_mdcq crumbled away, '

" This empire militant was the overflow of unrerrulated:'

‘| redundant force, hurled forth in gushes of heady drift, and
as reckless of waste ‘as a strong boy in the heat of play.

It was a rare combination of magnificence with industry,

1 of energy and impressibility. For this thirsty oxygen
‘rushed into the world of sense, with keen relish for all its

| savors, and plucked ideal raptures from all.. The earth =

| was nard and roses, let it come in what pungency it would. '

. This royalty must represent the universe. It appropriated

the best of all things; called its builders out of Pheenicia

and Egypt, and its physicians from Greece! To the |

splendid court of the Achwemenida all beings and climes

must be tributary, all tributes without stint; their 11arems

3 Heroddtus, il 130 vii, 23 342 Diodorus, i .16 ; o




(8 for; ﬁfteen thausand dmiy, though th
himself dined aione,and often frugally ; their water brought
iy silver from the Lhoaspes, their salt' from the I_.1bynn
. des rf, their wine from Syna, and thc:r wheat from: Aolia;
o '_gusa.nd pounds of incense came yearly from Arabia;
- from Armenia tens of thousands of horses and hundreds
4 of- thousands of shgep j from Asﬂym five hundred cunuch-
boys to serve at feasts ;. ‘where, too, they | had .tgwe towns, | '
i.whose revenues went for breeding dugs, and royal
stables on an_ enormous. scale; and the daily tribute to
./ the satrap amounted to a bushel of silver.t  Megacreon
| of Abdera in a sally of wit advised his fcllnw citizens to go
e the temples and thmk the gods that \Eixe% dined bt
onee a day. . i
The provincial satraps re,pedtt.d ail this on a smaller_
i scale, though with the king’s spies beside them, official
“eyes and ears,” to report their wealth and what hecame__'
_of it. Then there were the nobles, clothcd in purple, with |
painted eyebrows and false hair and stilted heels, covered |
' with jewels and perfumes, protected by gloves and pa sols.
|1 against cold and heat; so that Herodotus found a reason
Hinilofor:the special softness of _théir.-skulls 2 The summer :
winter palaces rosc on the heights ' i
_ sepolis, story above story, of
stones, light and graceful, open like t
ir and sky, on gigantic platforms set' w:th fol
uted pillars, not like the Median, of cyple s an
‘but of marble, and soaring through them more than xty
feet, with capitals of bulls or _griffins resting on the Jotds
'lt;a{ the ideal forms of ancient art.? Dleamy and delicious '

| Y Heeren « A giatic Nations, i 89, 150y 260, el seq. Herodotus, i. 158, 191 Dum:kr,t s

' from. Ctesias, 1t 610, | Gibbon, xxiil,, xxiv.
|18 Dunekor, it 626. 637, from Herodotus. - Heredotns, iits 12,

3 Rawtinson i Awcent Monarchizs, i, 304




' the magcal quls which were. m-at’ter times to be wo
e ‘about the world by her fountmns, n:ghtmga}es, ros
. wined - '
L Yet it is obvtous that results S0 prodlgrous Were
_'adueved by an enervated race. This luxurious peo
. obeyed the sturdy tules”of Zoroaster,  These world-absorbs
. ing kings, who had on their tables the first fruits of evéry
land, were themselves under an ancient law not to eat or
| drink anything but native products.® They were rrrlgahng,'-_
the plains of Babyloma with all the old energy which had
enabled their Semitic pledccessors ‘to draw three harvests |
a year from the fertile alluwon,s ‘and a third of their
. revenue is said to have come from this satrapy aloned |
| #No spot on the globe, Egypt perhaps excepted, displays il
such masonry as the walls of Persepolis.”® The Persians '
rejected the sun-dried brick of Babylonian archltecture,
. and the thin slab-facings of Assyrian, and built platform
o land pile of solid stone. It was not a frivolous people that
{0 lifted those graceful pillar-stems which twenty-four cen-
turies have not stirred.  Great roads, beset with pos_t—_sta-,—
tions, and traversed by government couriers, ©swifter, |
according to some,” says Xenophon, “than the crane Jqi
flies,” ¥ carried safel'y a vast and busy intercourse, reach-
ing from the steppes of Tartary to the shores of Greece.
Over all these regions the genius of Darius organized
‘under a single system, political and financial, the preg-
nant intermixture of races brought about by Assytian |
wars and deportations, Nor did the innate preference
_of his people for agriculture prevent him from attempt-
ing to open canal communication between the Nile and

1 See Ebers! novel, Avu Lgyptian Prindess, e Athenaus, bl xiv
8 Nenaphon: (Economicus, | f 14 Herodotug, 1 193 | |1
® Heeren, i. 151 0 i A ot Herodotus, ,,,;ng,




Y jf3 Ievci betweeri the waters, or some othe:_.
d his travelling court and camp was itself the,
£ market in the world. But for these constructive ener-
gics of the Persian kings, Alexander would have found no
fouthold for the lasting marriage of Europe with Asia,
whose forerunners had crossed the floating bridge flung
‘ '.'by D:U'IUS across the waters of the Boqphoruq ' The Aour=
ishing condition of Egypt when visited: by Herodotus is
(ample witntss to the excellence of Persian rule,! though
I the ba.rlmruus rage of Ochus against her gods, after the
| reconquest of Iigypt, rivalled the worst excesses of Cam-
; byscs in his madiiess. A iy
" The Persian instructed his children to ride, to shoot, and
"to speak: the truth? e tose with the sun, was used to
bread- and-water diet at home and acorns and wild fruits '
on the hunt.  When he was seen on foot, he was at work; i
when ot at work, the noble steed was his idol and compan- |
~ion. He really scomed those who scorned toil.  When the
' younger Cyrus led Lysander through his pleasure-grounds
~ at Sardis, and told him he had planned and planted them -
“with his own hands, the aristocratic Spartan looked incred- i
‘ulously on his golden chains and gorgeous robes. #1.
‘swear to you as a servant of Mithra,” exclaimed the Prince,
. ““that I never taste food till on my brows is the sweat of
" toil 8 Strabo says, from Onomacntus, that the tomb of f
"Da;rms bore the inscription: “ Among the hunters I toqk :
the palm; what I would do, that I could.” ¢  Artaxerxes
Wwore upon his person the’ worth of twelve thousand tal-
. ents, yet shared the hardships of his army on the march,
_+ carrying quiver and shield, leading the way up the steepest
_places, and lightening the hearts of his soldiers by footing
' --1t twenty-five miles a day. The common people had a

] W"edemnun Geschl d. Aegypd, pp. 243, 359 ' Hem_d(rtu, i 136
3 Nenoyhion Economicus, p. 6. " + Strabo, bk xv.




religious respect for ¢
ing its signs of productiv
. eut down ancient trees.

| ely for fuel; X
. solved their scruples by himself laying the axe to the fines
~ one in his paradise, and letting the whole go freely”
. make night fires for his ghive'riﬂg'men'-.? | Their worship.

©Qrmuzd made them watch ‘and work with religious zeal,
. and obey the laws of purity ‘and. health as the first

' duties.  Their: hatred of Ahriman made them wage life~
long watfare against the barrenness and the :'_ncsxi,_qus'. eI

‘tures that constituted his realm. Excess of loyalty to.
the idea of persosal sway, not baseness, explains their |
| amazing endurance under the cruelties of royal caprice. |
| Adorers of the Flame, they shared the spirit of their mad- ' ©

© dest kings, and were as ready to throw away their lives on
e impossibility as the kings were to command it, In war
~ they were, beyond all the races they led forth, the terror
" leven of the Greeks, Heraclides of Pontus based on their | |
example his theory that luxury exalted men above little= |

ness and fear® ! iy f _
' What has been said of the old, Iranian races is illustrated
" in their/sculpture.  Of the wonderful vitality and vigor |
1 of the Assyrian hunting and battle scenes, T have already
ol g spoken. They are as realistic and practical as the Egyp-
| fian paintings of a similar kind, but have a poetic ardos '
‘of which that meditative race had no. conception.  The
details of real life are wrought in a glow of spontancity,
by flashes of nerve-encrgy. The aim is not so' much to
' render the exact image of the action as to convey the e

1 The agricultoralist was in Honor he is mentioned in the A wvesta as the third elass; after
priest and saldier, nnd before tradesmen.  Faguay xix. 18 In the Hindu system there i!'l--'g’ R
trading but no Puming caste, unless the Sudra, or lowest, may be so considered. Morgover, i
the order of the Persian classes, which are 1ot castes, is not matzrial, and implies no subordi=.
.n&ﬁﬂtl. . - 3 i

2 Plutarch’s Lives (Langhorie), viil. 184 Iy Yol
At 5 Athenmns, xii. Also Julian's tribute, in his Ceesars, to, the valor and politeness of
/11 the Persians (Gibbon). " - AL L




it i art. There is no literalism abou
1 contains hints of anconscious symbolism.
some respects, Persian sculpture falls behind Assy- |
. There is equal stiffness of outlines: and failure of
petﬁ;ﬁé&:ﬁée,} with certainly less elaboration of detail.  But
the ideal aspiration overflows all defects, and shows itself;
_ both by choice of subjects and mode of treatment, to be
' the supreme gift of the Persian. Instead of common and
| domestic life, bere are herote combats of men with beasts,
- trivmphant marches or processions bearing tributes, kings
. at'worship or wpon thrones; and always the literal fact
/ melts into ‘the symbol, the human meaning beyond and
. aboveit. The fighting bulls and lions are not brutes, but
 massive haman strength and encrgy of will.  You do not
see this or that king fulfilling his functions; you see roy=

* alty, war, worship, in their significance for sense and soul?

. 'There stands-— Darius,it may be, the “king of kings,” with
‘plain fillet on his brow, short dress and naked arms, and a
poise of limb that seems to make living force an attribute
of repose; with one hand he grasps the horn of @ gemi-

' human monster, with the other drives the dagger ‘homie. |
 There again, with equal majesty, he masters the man-like
lion or the wild ass. There his human god is hovering.
above him in winged circle; and his right foot rests upon |,

' 'a prostrate man. Nine kings stand before him, low of ot
. stature, with bare heads and bound hands; and this the
. inseription:: “When the la:n_ds-;re_beiled_:'ﬁgginst. me, I fought =
| nineteen battles and took captive nine Kings : itwas through
the grace of Ormuzd that I did it. Thou who shalt be king .
hereafter, beware of sin, and panish it.  So shall thy vealm :
L ‘be invincible.” el
S ~We shall better anderstand what force there is in: this
| term nevve, as applied to the Iranian races (Lydians, Baby-
¢ lonians, Assyrians, Medes, Persians), when we have fully
.-".-: 'f_l-!iugler-z Gasc i d. Baukunsis 17315 94 i 2 Recortls'of the Pasty 1. taby 12z,




. Zoxoaster taught ‘his followers was the meaning of the_'_-__

were '1E1 worsthpers of the Flame. I What mdced but
| could symbolize that ambition which no entcrprise was o
|| vast enough to match, that sensuous su%ep.lblhty thzltt

turned everything into food for passionate desire, Vet
the nobler clements of the moral ideal, -~ magnanim
‘ardor, devotion to the best, --arc also ¢qually na
fruits of that “ purity in thought, word, and deed,” ' whic

(creative Fire. A devouring flame is like the lusty, youth :
of human aqpuatmn as these races made manifest: un=

. disciplined, capable of ideal good and ideal evil, their
~ darkness and their light were two warring powers for the
“conquest of the world, The lassitide and, exhaustion of
their mighty efforts, the despotic license and caprice that
constructed world-empires;, the swift disintegration of ill-

| lorganized power; the gigantic sweep of vision and desire,

the impulse to universality, the sense of movement neverito

pause nor turn back, — what word shall express the mean-
~ing and function of all this in the cIevt.lopmcnt of man?

. Frequent as its analogue may be in the life of individ-
uals, the phenomenon will never again be seen in the his«
tory of nations. Psychologically,as well as geographically, =

. Iran was the transition from Oriental to Western civilizas
‘tion, : Never again can the psychical brain, muscle, nerve
of the human races be so separated that in each civilization
one clement shall be in overwhelming excess of the others,

as, thess studies have shown them to have been in the

| Hindu, the Chinese, and the Persian civilizations previous
to the maturer fusion of these forces in the development
of Europe, which has in fact been in this respect the
flowering of the mediative Iranian type of mind, The
intercoutse of races, the fusion of temperaments and be-.
liefs, the scientific knowledge and rise of universal laws, .
has . insured a more balanced activity of the human faculs

gl i L




| older 1solat1ng conditions.

€5 in every cmhzed pcople than was poss:l:-le underl the

and the plodding work of the Chinese, we have now a

. third type, which conducts the cerebral into muscular
| energy, and makes both effective. The Iranian mind was
" thus the first mediator on an ethnic scale between thought
- and work, ideal and real, mind and its material, and there-
fore fae harbinger of progress. We 'may say that the
function of Persia, as its leading representative, was to be
herald of the claims of the infinite to mould the finite,

of the ideal to become real; but herald only because its

special quality always. was in ‘excess, 'What India and’ |
| China represented is not therefore superseded.  Without
due balance from brain and muscle, the nerve- -fire must

consume 1ts_c:1f. And so we who inherit in special the gift =
of Iran are working out those of India and China too, but.
under frecst conditions; which must create a fourth type

. of niind, including more than brain, muscle, and nerve,

because it is these in the proper unity of their relations.
To arrive at the full meaning of our relation to the Ira-

'nians, we must translates the physiological symbol into
. philosoplfical terms, which represent the self-affirmation
ef the }/Lle al'in its cruder stage; namely, as has been said,

the ex altation, or worship, of personal Will. Deficient in

thL cerebral ard muscular types of mind, this factor con-

~ joins the two inthe form of a concentrated energy of aim.

Will, the true fowce of personality, is thus the supreme
ideal of those races whose life is not in thought as thought,

nor in work as work but in the act of converting the one

into thewther; (that _'i:, in action itself as action. The his~

21

 Yet we have also seen that .

* the vital germs of all that we now hold to be best were |

: -__-v1gomus enough to prove,even in these fragmentary ethnic . e
. types, that the moral and spiritual nature needed no super-
“natural grafting nor change of law. What was needed is
: equally plain.  In place of the pure thought of the Hindu




tory of this ideal is written in the faithis

| eradle is Westorn Asia, and whose maturity €o
- modern civilization, = We live amid its closing _
full of the foregleams of a higher and better worship than
. that of personal Will; and the study of its opéning phases,

in the Iranian empires, so typical of what has succeeded

) them, will greatly help. us ‘to understand where we ar
| The self-deification of Tranian monarchs was simply a
litical ‘expression of the faith of their peoples in the
al of personal Will. However rapidly leaving :béh-i,n_d:.,_; .

¢hem the extremes of what is called ' personal goverh- |
_ment,” Europe and America still embody this ideal in their
';tntilra': pomorphic religions beliefs.  They deify not only
\ the higher forms of human virtue, but also human qualities’
fully in keeping with Oriental autocracy in its worst forms.
| Assyrian or Persian royul barbarities pale before the 8y5e
 tematic cruelty ascribed to the God of Christian creeds,
 and defended in his name.  The worship of the Achzme-
nidan king was thus in its evil as well as its good the nate o
© ural germ of the worship of a Christ. A personal Diving
Will is at the root of both forms of incarnation, hawever
different in many moral and spiritual respects may be the
' Zoroastrian and the Christian God. These spcciai-ly'reli-
| gious 'bearings of the' subject will hereafter come under
‘consideration, At present we must show how theroughly
| the ancient Persians represented the nerve-type, he author
ity of personal Will. j SO ' :
The testimony of Greek and native wrifers
Highly -probabl-e'th'at the old Persians inheited they social |
 prganization which recent researches have shown to lie at
' the base of Indo-European as well as Sclavonie and Mon-
' golian socicty, — that of the Village Conmunity, where the
' family houschold was the social u:’iit,'c-};i:)an_clcd by adop-
~ tion and other fictions into clans. beund together by tra-
. ditional usages and more or l'css.ﬁari_d'itary functioms. | But

Wales. &




this may have been, we find them advanced to
her stage of individualism for which the mere village
| community afforded no place, While many of the tribes
U were free nomads, the most appear to have been agricul- |
\tiral; and society had developed into a congeries of clans,
' which the Avesta deseribes 45 undey the “ chieftainship of |
heads of familics, of villages, of tribes, and of provinces,
| with Zoroaster for the fifth,”? and as divided into four
| classes, * priests, soldiers, farmers, and artisans,” among
47 . whom there seems’ to have been no distinction, at least '\
| 'ms to choice of spiritual guides, which was “the duty of
every righteous man.”’* G
These chiefs (Peflevdnin) had become nobles in a kind
of feudal éonstitution, wherein the king was limited by
the free traditions of certain heroic families, or individ-
" uals, who wei‘e often closely related to the royal house, i
and had scarcely inferior following; led the armics (e P
the kingdom, could act the offended Achilles, if they
pleased, with great effect, and were, if they chose to be
50, the real pillars of the throne, They are the heroes ot BN
the Persian epic,? and their allegiance appears to have "
‘s been a traditional loyalty rather than any sensc of inferit!
"\ ority  They regard the king, as the Homeric heroes re-
o gard Agamemnon, with conditional and provisional ';'cﬁpgét..,
\ simply as meeting their necessity for gathering around a
\ntral Will, | This, it will be perceived, is obviously such
| a outgrowth of the tribal patriarchalism which lies at the
| uasis of all ancient society, as would naturally become a.
" £ oople in whom the worship of will was a growing instinct.
heipnthing does this instinct more strongly appear than in
1O 4 yonse fecling of the dignity of their own persons,
~and oft-ﬁr.-. o I SRR, Ao
v divine functiott or commission as a people to
1 Vapra, xix 07, by, : A
3 Sue also Spiegel: « ; e
iossss Haug': Zsap el Alterth.y b, Vo chap: .3 Herodotus, 5. 25, v0ry Spiegel,
# Minoshcihr, $am, Zal, RE:, -"f:: ] b

4 Spiegel: Lrdn ARarth, 1 555 556



oughly arlstocmtnc, therefore the worshlp._uf will i 13 :
0| tally so, becatise if, rests on an inherent right of comnmn
. and would not be will if it had not aub_]crt powers,
‘the Persian noble, his own dignity was a religious uharg‘é.-‘-
il v educat&on so full of gederous discipline and incentives
Rl publtc service, cut him off from' the masses, whoj as
g Herodotus dtstmctly tells us, had not the means nor leju_.ure
for such culture, free and open as 1t was.  For his king he '
must be ready to die, yet his own sclfurespect malkes lnm
‘the king's counsellor;? and neither Cyrus nor Damu does
‘aught of moment without conaultmg‘ his peers.! | The
" Greeks with: one accord put into their mouths, often
\ doubtless with truth, at least to | custom, wise maxims and '
| brave advice, | A conspiracy of seven nobles overturns the
‘usurper who pretended to the name of Swmierdis, as Cyrus
. and his leagued nobles had revolted against the Mede.
By their united councils, according to Herodotus, every
form of governnient was canvassed, the monarchical des
liberately selected, and Darius chosen as king by an appeal
to signs from heaven, They were called Kishatta ( Shak),
the same as the king; dressed as he did, coined money,?
L held courts.  He was only pddiskéh, chief of the chiefs;
or Shdkin-Stkak, king of the kings of Iran, --and undeg
them were chiefs of lower order? /
Observe the dignity to which these hwh-born I‘em:m
" wills were trained,  Their education was not in reading
and writing, which are democratic, but -in manners, — how-

) ‘ens
iy Gobum.ru @ f\su1'4t1tug picture uf the free life of the Tranian feudatories, whom {c"mt
| ¢h4ns,ed 1o subjects, contains perhaps a good measure of trugh. . But its main u:urc::s e T
the Greek writers, but later traditions, Persian aund Mussu!man. and the dvests |
littly light on the subject, Uiy in the Persmn e
et 2 frphevight of coining money was & right mhcrenr. in; eyery Commus v, s whole pen(‘ld
o erpire, great or small. | L.ocdl sovereigns atid saraps exercised it dg” gm! Geselivel,) exi.
of that empire (Waddington, quoted io Zeddscln o, Dewdsch. }'Imwu io b he r:n‘lu:st g
442.) 'The Amsacide coins, invesigated by Levy in this armle, Al i ¥
(10! Pehlest Titerature, rove this, AN p
it Gobln\:\aﬂ' Histoirs diés Pcrm,l 163 j :




" fo bear themsclves towards each other. | They wers so.
© clothed that no naked part of the body appeared, to offend |
another’s eye; they kept silence at meals; they guarded

their emotions, allowed themselves no outhbreak of surprise it

or ‘delight; did inot spit ot blow thie ‘nose before others;

at meeting they kissed, but spoke not,~—a Spartan self |

restraint; a Spanish hauteur and distance. ik
But better than this was their theory, at least, of moral
self-respect. o lie was. cowatdicey the secret falschood
that made one ashamed to look' in his neighbor's eye was
" the unpardonable sin. ' After lying, the greatost of sins was
{0 owe another, and so make oneself his slave.! The un-
spoken hint of honor in the pressure of the hand was the
most hinding of pledges.  Artaxerxes,according to Ctesias,
was persuaded by Megabyzus to hold to his promise of
pardon to a rebel, who was discovered after capture fo have
murdered the king's brother? Laws against ingratitude
had their basis in the idea of falsehood implied by that
vice: This respeet for truth and this horror of lying as
" contamination are here very largely incidents of pride, and
associate the beginaings of personal worship with the sense
“of honor and tlie law of duty. The cultivation of them had
become in the Persian nobles a, tradition of their personal
dignity:  In the history of personality as an ideal principle
their prevalence in the early civilizations is of great signifi-
cance, and will be more fully considered hereafter. Though

found at the threshold of all those ethnic faiths and forms = :
which conspired to the production of our own, they are '

perhaps nowhere so emphasized as in Persian ethics.

Thucydides says of this ‘people, that with them it was | i

held better to give than to' receive. Their schools, ac-
cording to Xenophon, were placed aloof from the noises
© of trade, that the eager passions of those who were hag-
gling with each other might not disturb their culture of

9 ¥ Plutarchs Ar»daazerzves. 2 Cresins, 34-37.



_ }ustac:c and sclf contml’ He don btlms reports atrad t iy
| idealiat Jeast, when he says that in his day the young nobles |
were brought up at the court, that they might not: see a ny-
thing immodest.?  Cyrus spurns the Greek cities on (e
‘score of their great markets; ¢ and Strabo even says of
' educated Persians, that they will hzwe nothing to do with
| buying and selling* This would be contrary to Zoroas-
. trian precept if it meant indolence, and served to distin-
-ﬂ"gaxsh them from the masses, who mest certainly did labor, |
) and pay respect to whatever trading it involved. The Per-
| Ustan cities did not show any lack either of toil or traffic.
It was natural enough for the national ideal of personal
dlﬂ’nlty to have its extreme representatives in a class who
made pursuit of this ideal their exclusive business, and a
_ﬁmctmn guardvd from. all suspicion or suggestion of self-
seeking, “The Persians” says a careful student of their
imanners, “ strove for the ideal,~— the great, noble, manly,
. true ;. yet forgot not the practical world."® This 'is in
accordance with the views already stated; contempt for
traffic is one thing, and contempt for toil is another. The
. Persian noble was a laborer, as his faith enjoined; but in
his day the connection of labor with the art of “ doing
| business ! was not so palpable: as it now is, while its reli-
gious meaning lay in its direct assogiation with the eacth, in
the toils of production, not of distribution, The Persians
were made for soldiers; their ideal was of the heroic type,
" and the arts they found congenial were those which fitted
them to master the world and prepare the way for vital ciy-
ilizations, Such arts could culminate only in the culture
of such personal gualities as self~reliance, selfrassertion; and
absolutism of will.  In their noblest form, these qualities
‘became a lofty magnanimity, which knew how ! to spare

1 Cydem, iy 2 i t Anabasis, 9.
3 Herodotus, 1. 153, f 4 Strabo; D St Orboxv

8 Rapp (Zedtschr, d. Desilseh Mdrgtm‘ Gasellsch.y 3%, 1::5).
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fallen enemies,” to reject the death penalty for o smgle __
' offence, and to forbid even lungs to treat their slaves wlth'-.'.
harshness.! . -
'This self-respect, in so nany ways characteristic of the
Petsians, was to a great degree a form of pride,  Here, for
the first time in human history, we find the sense of a really
“historic function.  The confluence and conflict of Asiatic
i.ses had necessitated the appearance of a select tribe
capable of commanding these vast materials, whose fer- )
ment was now heading towards a 'definite world-result, 00
The force must be in personal Will, not in mass nor even g0
in organization,—-in will, conscious of right to rule, and in-
tensified both by self-indulgence and self-respect.  In the
Persian genius for sway begins that worship of personality
which has been the shapmg farce for good and ill' of
European civilization. : J
Its absolutism may be 112ustrated by the treatment of
woman, In Persia, far more than in India or China, she is
subject to the will of man, Here the harem reaches its
full development, and the eunuchs, or keepers of women,
are installed around it.  Here seclusion was but little mod-
ified by custom or by circumstance. In the inscriptions i
and sculptures woman is wholly ignored. One would not
know there was any sex but the male. What a record
of slavery is in that deportation by Darius of fifty thou~
‘sand women to populate Babylon, drawn like tributes of
food or cattle from the several: provinces of the empwe!2 R
or in the custom of taking concubines with the army on
distant marches, in great numbers, and with luxurious at-
tendance, and leaving wives at home under close super-
vision!? or in that story of the concubine, dressed in
splendid robes, who came to the Greek victors after Platea,

' Herodotns, i. 137, 1383 1% 109, Gobinean, i. 403.
2 Herodotus, iil, 1594 !
3 Sae authorities in Rawlinsan, Aweient Monarekies, . 38, Brisson, p.sig,




fil less did it reqemble the se\.ual asceticism of the Buddhn

and besought them to dehver hct from the Pt’:*tsrin lord
‘who had carried her off by Vtolmca and held Jier as a
slave!! The Persian could marry his nearest kindred?and
the law imposed on him no such strict commandment of

chastity as the law of Maou enforced on the Hindu; ;S e

The will of the Persian was his Jaw; and the story of the  ' |

| seven naobles seat to the king of Macedonia to demand

earth and water, and who were all assassinated on account i

of their indecent behavior at a banquet towards the wives
| of their hosts, sounds all the more! probable for being

i rdated by_Hc_rodotua of the Persians®  The demand of
' ‘these ruffians that the Macedonian women, contrary to the

custom: of the land, should be brought out to sit with them
4t table, shows that'in their own ' country even the rule of :
| seclusion yiclded to arbitrary will.  The Biblical romance
of Esthier, to the same effect, tells us of the queen of Aha-
suerus, that the king commanded her to appear before the

" crowd at a feast, and that she refused to obey. = Artaxerxes

was glad to have his queen Statira ride in an open chariot,
" that the country women might salute her; at the same
time no male must approach or pass her, upon -penalty

of death.* | -

But, on the other hand, woman must have found ht.f
‘account in the mational respect for personality itself. A
soinv could not sit in his mother’s presence without permis-*
sion i and if a king, he ' occupied at table a place lower than
hers. A law dating from Cyrus decreed that when the
king entered a city, every woman in it should receive a
piece of gold; and this was done in honor of the women
. who by their reproaches turned back his fleeing army in
 the Median war® Cyrus, always the national ideal, had
but one w1fc, and at her death commanded that the whole

| Herodotus, ix. 76, * Duncker, i 416 s Hﬂrﬂdo.tﬂss v, 1820,
b Plutarehe A ytazer xes, ) , 4 Plutarch on the, virtueg of women.



nation should go into mourning!  His chivalrous 'trea
ment of women is a leading feature of Xenophon's portrait,

and far sutpasses anything of the kind in Greek manners.
The education of the Petsians in childhood belonged to the

mother; and the crimes of Parysatis and Amestris prove G

that ‘their customs pe.i'mitt'cd ‘the queen, as wife, and as
‘mother, at_l'_almost”'ab_&;dlute' power in public and private
affairs, © In the later times of the empire women were
made priestesses of Anaitis, or of the sun, and dedicated to
chastity. The honor paid by Cyruas to wonen, their names
given 1n the army'-—list-s of Xerxes, and the constant refer-
ence to them as important political and social forces
throughout the histories of the Achamenide kings, are
evidences of no slight recognition of female capacities
and rights? © QIR ' |
In political 'as in domestic life, the ultimate appeal was
to arbiteary Will.  The law of the Medes and Persians,®
that could not be changed, was nothing elee than the rigor

of the king's decree for the time being. Personal govern-

ment, as developed in modern times; except in its theolog-

ical farm, is cither limited by recognized laws and custoras, gt

as even the autocracy of the Czari ‘or checked by inters
national yelations, as that of the Sultan’; or obliged to make -

appeal in some real or pretended way to the popular voice,

as that of the French emperor. In China it is controlled
by an immemorial ritual; in India, by an equally imme-

morial religious tradition. But the later Persian autocrat |
‘had the personal government of an omnipotent Will:

There wis no precept of the Petsian national religion
which he did not violate whenever he pleased; no foreign
_custom he did not adopt or reject as he preferred. It is
‘entirely impossible to reconcile the Zoroastrian law with

. the history of any Achzemenide king, Cytus punishes the i

1 Herodotus, 3. 1, y
'8 [arodotus, vit. 61 Ctesing, dassim,  Plutavch ; drfaxerses. Ju stin; x. a0
3 Draniel, vi s 5
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| {(sacred) water ‘of the Gyndes for drowning his horse, and
| Cambyses violates tombs and burns bodies. Cyrus is des
‘terred from burning Croesus not by teligious scruples, but
by sympathy and respect. | Xerxes treats the Heilusp;ant
with contempt.  There is no record of the Avesta ritual
being performed by these kings, and their Magi were quite
| other than the Avestan Athrava, They gave the Greeks
 the impression which a sublime self-idolatry is wont to
'I;-ria_-:l;xké_im nations, of a divine right to rule; so that even '
© Xenophon wrote his Institutions of Cyrus” in order to
_show how the difficult p‘t"oblém':;of personal government’
' and popular consent might be solved, and the world be
. ruled by on¢ person whose character should cause all men
" to desire to be governed by his opinions and will.
| Our Greek authorities make the rise (Cyrus), organiza-
‘tion (Dariug); and extension (Xerxes) of the empire pure
products of individual Will.  Only the royal personality
holds together these loose principalities and tribes, its
| #eyes and ears” being omnipresent; and the satraps, Tis~
< saphernes and Phacnabazus, by merely aping its desires and
doings in their own spheres, are able to direct the fortunes
of the free Greek States, It is the king's wisdom that
conquers nations, as with Cyrusj the king’s folly that loses
battles, as with Darius at Issus; his iconoclastic rage that
tramples old religions under foot, as with Cambyses in
Egypt;’ his person whom the enemy in battle makes the
objective point, as when Cyrus the Younger made directly
for Artaxerxes, and Alexander for the tent of  Darius.
Only one sin is known to the cuneiform records of nations
subdued and punished,— * They rebelled against me, the
king of kings, and deserved their fate at my hands.” 'No
sense of presumption in all this, no suspicion of wrong-
doing, more than in the Hebrew Jahveh when he lifts up and

g stories of

1 But see Digsch Dey's Egupl under the Pharaoks, chap, xix., where th
Ll

' Cambyses! rige agaimst Apis, ete, are denied, from the tonuments, | -




U IBABYLON, |CYRUS, PEKSTA. | .
castd down at his will. * T was not wicked,” writes Darius,
proudly, “ nor a tyrant, nor a liar; neither I, nor any of my
race. I have obeyed the laws; and the rights and customs
1 have not violated.”" '

We mist not suppose that any Persian regarded this |
supremacy as an arbitrary Will imposed from without.
The Hebrews were not the only ¢ chosen nation.” Every
Persian/ shared the  manifest destiny » of his king, ' The
king was the ideal. The fire was extinguished at his death.
This was a nation of kings, of gods. They alone, of all
subjects, paid no tribute to the throne. They were not
ground into powder, like Assyrian or Babylonian multi-
tudes at toil. Their chiefs associated with the king, rea-
soned and joked with him, gave him counsel, heard his
schemes with approval or doubt?  But the rights of his
will they did not doubt. Even in Herodotus’ story that
Cyrits persuaded them to join him in rebellion against the
Medes by setting them at hard work one day and feasting
them the next, to show them the difference between sub-
jection and freedom, the prince acts as one who knows that
he has authority to enforce their consent. Herodotus him-
self seems to have no other conception of him than as one
divinely made for ruling men? The boys at school elect

him king. ~ Astyages sces by his manners that he is a king '

in the disguise of a herdsman’s child.  He revolts against
Media with no other visible authority to scize the empire
than a spurious letter appointing him general of the Persian
levies. His studious regard for feg)rlal rights and personal '
feelings is made by Xenophoi 10 ap/g tar, as we have already
said, as a conscious policy of o,/ orey libertics and lav-
ishing favors that men might feel free 1n an obedience that
flowed naturally from gratitude and love. And in after

1 Behistun, v 13 ¥
9 The old heroic legends of the native Iranian chronicles; preserved in Firddsl and
Hamia, _;-nake the relation of the king to his chiefs the same as we find it in Herodotus.
# Herodotus, v. 121,




to protect his | Supremacy by puttmg the provmces un 16

parnpered Iords of Perma, the’ ‘* kmg af k'ings takes

governors of native birth! Alexander pursued the same o
policy, and thereby offended Creck and Mdcedomzm pndc.-,_
of rdce and desire of exclusive power.’ |
i Hlstoncaliy, then, the begmnmg of respect for personai
V-nty 15 in aristocratic. m;}htutlons, ‘not in honor to an ideal
. self, in which all may pmqpmtavely share, but in a kind of

.:...W{)l ship for powers of will, great enough to dlstmgu:sh.f

some persons above all c_m_ther.s. In India, the ideal is in a
religious law, embodied in a hereditary priesthood.  In
. China, it is a labor-power embodied in a homogencous
_-"mu.lti't_ﬂcle. 'In Persia, it has become astrictly personal Will

embodied in an ind-'iv-_id,ual a cluss, a tribe, who arc capable
of 'showing its power, The early Persians chose their
bravest for king, and they ncver'fbrgot the copnection be-

| tween ‘authority and personal energy,  Darids was himself,

like Cyros, the choice of a body of revolting chiefs,
Although absolute over his satraps, he was satirized by
“his nobles.  *“Cyrus rulod as a father; Cambyses as a mas-
ter, Darius as a trader.'® Yet the administrative force of
this politic ruler was what made Persia an empire; and
while his nobles were free to criticise, they failed not to
reécognize the mighty constructive will that was felt alike at
the centre and circumference of his dominions, restraining,
balancing, harmonizing powers, and reconciling the intel-
lectual, social, and even religious differences of the tribes.
. The niildest of conquerors, the mediator of nations, ex-
plorer of the congpmw& sperier of the ways from sea to
sea,? Darius stands,’ perhapa, the strongest justification in
history for the worship of personal Will* The weakness
1 Lrubuwau, 1. 43 2 Heradotus, i 890 8 IlJ:d ik 13,'
4.1t is the report of Diodorus that Darins was the only kiog who had been -imﬁt:d by the

Egvptians in bis lifetime, and that they rendeéred him dfter his death the sauie 1\0“075 which
: ll.\q.y {wete wont to pay to thelr aucient kings, Dioderus, i, g 5
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of his s sﬂcccssors could not stand thc deal te-t that I’er—-
sian freedom 'still knew how to apply; and real: powes

passed gradually from their hands into those of overbear-

ing court favorites and satraps of energy and skill, and even
of Greek generals and refugees. :
There is thus a very positive sense dn which we can
speak of Persian frecdom. Nota democratic sense of the
word, but ofie ‘that meant rights and powers, and even
anticipated very important elements in Greek liberty, -
which was always more or less an appeal by the masses
to personal government by the strongest will, and on the
part of the more thoughtful minds, such as the Socratic
school, a protest against crude democracy as usurping the
political rights of the best and highest wills. Not more
pronounced was the Greek consciousness' of manifest na-
tional destiny than that Persian sense of a great historic
function which every Persian noble shared with his king.
It ran in their blocd, as in his, to make the world their
footstool. ' The proudest autocrat could not: disregard this
community of faith and feeling, nor fail to censult it.
Xerxes, on the whole, despite a few terrible acts of power,
the most forgiving of kings, persuading his lords to make

war on Greece, says: “1 only pursue the path appointed
me. ' From the beginning we Persians have never beenvat |

rest: a deity impels us. I need not recount the conquests

of my predecessors. Sufﬁcwnt to say, I am resolyed to in-

vade Greece and punish Athens. But that I may not seem

to act arbitrarily, I commit the matter to your reflection,
allowing every one to speak with freedom.”* Influenced -

by certain chiefs to give up the plan, he is again brought
to his first resolution by supernatural visions, which call
him to fulfil his destiny, and march to universal sway.*

/. We have here the explanation of the remarkable fact
 that the * Great King ” was in many ways an ideal, politi-

"t Herodetus, vil. 8. 2 Thid., vl 19




W  voumert
(el and ethmal as well as reltgmu to thc Greek republiw
The germs of liberty in Persian life were quite sufficient to

overcome their reluctance to accept what would seem to |

‘be directly contrary to the individualism of these warripg
democracies. . Not only were the literary representatives
“of a citizenship that refused to prostrate itsell before a
i throne so fascinated by the « Great Barbarian " that hl‘i
institutions are the material of their Utopias, but the party |
- and perqonal strifes of Greek States are constantly referred
- to him for settlemcnt. and their exiles compete for his fav=

i “orable lntf..r'f(‘r("ﬂt_.t ' This was not so much a tribute to his

- wisdom or humamty (although the ethical contrast of king

“andl politician is usually by no means to the credit of the
! 'latter) 4s it was a recognition of the necessity on the part
of a swarm of bitter partisans to take refuge from political
chaos in the grandeur of one omnipotent Will, The Greek
republics were nowhere based on a universal principle; the

' liberty they pursued was the liberty (o will and to do; and

here was its ideal’ embodied, not in the personal centre of
the State alone, but in the prestige and pride of the chiefs
of ‘families and clans.  The majestic proportions of this
development of personal power; its day of judgment for
the weak empires of the East; its splendid illustration
of capacity in Cyrus and Darius, and of magnificence in
Nerxes: the colossal growth that pointed back to sturdy
simplicity and self-control, and the consciousness of im-
mense educational obligations in art and science, - com-
binsd to produce an effect on Greek imagination it would
not be going too far to call religious. Xenophon, who had
led his Ten Thousand on the most perilous march in all
antiquity, and who had fully learned the superiority of the
Groeks as soldiers to Persian levies and leaders, was not
a man to be dazzled or awed by a mere Eastern despot,
least of all by an Artaxcrxes in the last stages of Persian
decline.  Yet it is Xenophon who has paid the hlghest



~possible trrbute to Pcrq:'m mstltut:ons And I‘Iato him
self is scarcely behind him in the praises of these institu-

‘tions, and especially of the training of the kings, which he |

puts into the mouth of Socrates, who contrasts them with
the moral and religious crudeness of Greek disciplines?
No deity could compare with Destiny for Hellenic rever= |
ence. And the infection of the Persian’s confidence in his
star greatly helped to bring about the extraordinary fact,
that Cyrus the barbarian bccamc the polltlco -religious ideal
of the cultivated Greek.

This religious prestige, which gathered about  Cyrus
from the! first moment of his appearance on the historic
field, so rapidly covered his name with mythic honors, that
but few definite facts can be discerned through their haze.
The coming of a great man seems to dwarf history and
open ‘the gates of imagination for the common mind.
Nature melts at his coming into poetry and legend, and
the world inherits a new meaning from the soul of man
with which it is slow to part. As late as the second cen-

tury of Christianity, Pausanias interrupts his praise of An- '

toninus to say that in his opm:on Cyrus was after all the
* father of mankind.”

Greek testimony leaves us in doubt whether Cyrus was

Persian or Mede; while a’ third theory made him. both,
giving rise to the story that an oracle had warned Asty-

ages against the coming of a mule to the throne? This i

notion of a mixed origin’ impressed itse¢lf on the Persian

heroic legend, as appears in the later Shah-Namech, where
lie is the son of an Iranian father and a Turanian mothery |

- and the Mahometan prose historians follow ‘the tradi-
tion? His name has stood for the communion of races
and religions, the pride of each making him its conquest

and its crown. Both the Hebrew and the Mussulman i

1 Eirst Alcibiades, 36, 37, 3 Deseription gf Greecey vill 43.
1 3 Mirkhond.




= trad:hon claim him as 'ﬁhmr co:wert. A Mahometan poetn’
| of the twelflth century, working up ‘earlier behe»fs, detves
him from a female demon (4.%), gives him a hldeous couns
fenance and ithmense strength, in other words makes hipa
a barbarian; rescues him from exposure in the forests, and

educates him in Iran, where he recurs to barbarhu'faith_,

‘and habits, But recovers himself, conquers Turan, becomes |
the saviour of his peoplﬁ and the master of the world.!
Then falling from grace, and exalting himseif as/ (God, he
is punished by rebellion, and converted to the true faith

v '_'an_d._geth:cs by meeting a hermit in the forest, who humbles

‘his pride and teaches him the wisdom and might of Allah,
|/ This, as the reader will observe, follows the usual dealing
 of Semitic religions with the names of great heathens whom

| they could not but respect. . But it is also the ordinary

type of the old Iranian legend, as in Yima. In the same
way the older Shih-Nameh transports him and his paladins
to practise devotions among the holy mountains of Elburz,
making the old lranian feudalism end in mystical picty.
And Mirkhond, who collected the  Islamized traditions of
old Persian kings (fifteenth century), deseribes Kai-Khosri,
by that time probably identified with Cyrus, as the bene-
factor of laborets and the saviour of his country, and
makes him at last a Sufi, who prays for release from self
and absorption into God, — “ convinced,! aftet a hundred
years of 'success in all his desires, that ‘this world is but
| a mirage, and we the thirsty travellers” |2

The infancy and growth of Cyrus, as treated by the my-
thologists, are of messianic type. The similarity of the
mythic forms by which national religions express the sense
of gratitude to an appointed deliverer, and of the bitter
resistance he meets from the evil he comes to, overthrow,
is fully illustrated in the cycle of legends of Herodotus,

1 li'mdx imisi) or History of Cyrus,  See Gubineai s Mistoire des Pewu
Y Sheay Kings af Persiay 1, 160,



Tt the.f drfsarn of Mmdanc preﬁgurmg her son’s glory the
dream of Astyagw that his throne was in peril from his
L own grandson; in his consulting the Magi, and command-
. ing the death of the child; in the escape of Cyrus th:.ougla:f_i ;
thie power of Destiny ;! in the king's merciless revenge on

- his icounsellors and agents, and his discovery of the boy's

identity by the innate royalty of his behavior among his
playfellows and before the great men.  These legends, and |
those of his maturen lifey of which Xenophon's remance is
also a variation, must have been very largely of Persian
rather than Greek origin. | Their extension shows how
' widely spread was the recognition of a vast and bene-
ficent. change wrought by Cyrus in the west of -Asia.

‘They are of great value as indicating the fax higher civils
ization introduced by the Persians in place: of the Median.

Nothing can be more striking than the contrast between
their picture of Median, dc&pomm aitd barbarism, and that
which Xenophom has ventured to draw of the splendid

homanity and  statesmanly policy. of Cyrus, Jt points -

strongly to a difference of race, and gives ¢olor to Oppert's

recent theory in explanation of the different lists of kings =

in Hé;rodotu-s and Ctesias, — that. Median civilization was
Turanian. (i '_
The same 1deal prcstrgc aqc:rzbed to € yrus that choice
wisdom of apologue, parable, and proverb which Hebrew
admiration ascribed to Solomon, and Christian to Ja.sus.

His symbolical appeal to the Persian nobles alrcady men- '

tioned; animal legends, such as the letter sent to them |

sewed up in a hare’s belly, and the sucirlmg of Cyrus 13):

a dog (an etymaioycal myth); his, parable of the piper '

and the foolish: fishes,! told to the chiefs who had only '

submitted to him when compelled; and the maxims of
political and moral wisdom which are ascribed to him by
the Greeks, — that those who would not do good for

i | + Herodotus, i, 141
] 22



ne one Ought to govern who was not better thzin those .=he',-'

i govemed and that the Persians should not change then'l'.j,_

. rocky and rude country, because the seecs of plants and
~the lives of men resemble the soil they inhabit; ! above
~all, his relation with Creesus, of which we are about to
| speak more fully, — all show the drift of gnomic andﬁ-
oracular repute to this favorite of the gods. :
1 As the hero of phrlosophlcal romance, Cyrus recewes._---
. in Xenophon’s * (”yrop:f-dm the finest personal tribute el
| the kind now ment:oned in all antiquity, Here he acts
. the part of an ethical and political saviour, coming into
. the world with authority and insight to rectify all wioAg,
""-;He is the' incarnation of “sweetness and light’ He
shows this absolute function in rebuking Median luxury
and intemperance, even as a boy; in conveying reproof
and instruction to his chiefs by elaborate logic, practical
Jillustrations, aphorisms, and even cheerful raillery and
Iréady ‘wit, and' to soldiers, courtiers, sages, not only in a
constant didactic tone, like the Socrates of Plato or ' the
Jesus of the Gospels, but in a minute pedagogy, as if au-
| thorized to create anew in every detail the administration
of society and law. He is more than teacher; he is the
centre of teachers, who lay at his feet all the experience of
man, that in him it may be lifted to universal ends, = All
that the Socratic Xenophon has imbibed from the best
. society of the ancient world is not too much to be worked
up into the mere outfit for this inspired guide of mankind,
not in the theory and practice of the virtues only, but in
the most difficult functions of political and military life.
At the feet of his father, Cambyses, he listens respectfully
| to maxims of faith and conduct which have never been
 surpassed, — that the gods act according to laws; that we
_should pray only after striving to render ourselves such as

1 Plutarch s paphthesms of Kings. L




A '- | way of appearing wise so certain as to be wisc; that the

e ought -amd-hope to. be, hold;ng it u:npxons to as}-. the
_ gods for gifts we do not struggle to earn; that there is no

o commander’s care of his army should be of a nobler qort'-..-
-tiran.murcly to keep physicians to cure their diseases, even

the wisdom to prevent their falling sick; that by perfect:

.qympathy he should win their confidence and loye, —to
which ends hosts of practical maxims are supplied.! ' How

humbly he accepts the patetnal admonition never to use "

the -'Pt_a_'rsians for his own interest alone! How respectfully
- he listens to the Lydian king, till the day of his falling into
his own power the wisest and greatest of earthly kings,* ever

~ consulting his prudence and tact, and moved to tenderness

by his sufferings; learning from his downfall the instability
of success; requiting his noble confession of insufficiency
to contend against the greater one whom Destiny had pro-
vided by the generous restoration of his family and goods |3
How he caps these lessons of human pride and failure with
the royal philosophy, that happiest is the man who can
earn most through justice, and use most with honor!* | By

what choice disciples he is surrounded!  Tigranes thrills | i '
his soul by describing: the sage (a reminiscence of Socrates) |

‘who forgives his king for condemuing him to death “ since |
he knows not what he does.” 8 Chrysantas delights to dis~
cern in him the proofs that a good prince can be a good.
father of his people, and Orﬂy adds to his master’s ethics. afild
rational obedience that reason whizh his own modesty had
. not emphasized, —the ﬂght of one ‘to claim /it whose fit-

ness to lead men to their own best good was past. all’

doubt®  Gobryas praises his s_:_mple and hardy habits; and
having committed a beautiful daughter to his care, is re~ |
warded by his assurance that to enjoy such confidence is
a more precious treasure in his sight than all the wealth

1 Xenophion s Cyropedia, i, 6. *{hid,, viiil 2. 3 fhid., vil. 2,
4 Ibid, viil. 2. L T T o Ihid., viik 1,




temptacmns wﬁ“ r:ches, and» tcrr exzchange &eir'bnrde r
| independence’ witli  poverty, finds an apprecmtwe king?
| 'And both father and mother warn him to govern, unlike the
Median kings, by obeying the laws, and never fo umagme__
that one man ought to possess more than all others.®
. 'He believes that even the worst men ‘will think it a ser-
| vice to themselves that the best should have the leading of
| ithem?  He holds ewmrythmg noble or beautiful possessﬁd-' N
| by his sub}ects to be an ornanient to hamselﬁ He rejects
. -._g.great presents, even tlms&s of gratltmtde. saying, You shall
i rxcst: make me such a4 man as WJH run up and down, barter-
mgl my services for money.” ‘He “lays up resources by
‘means of his conduet.” He treats women with noble
“delicacy and deep respect,” and his advice to young men
on matters of love are mingled with genial humor.. He
opens battle ‘with prayer: « They who fear the gods in
speril, are ‘all the less afraid of men.7  He creates not
‘only a perfect commissariat and perfect discipling; but an
‘esprit de corps.  He disparages excited appeals to sol-
diers, as compared with the systematic culture of valor
and virtue,  He conducts war with unheard-of mildness,
dismissing prisoners, forgiving foes, slaying only those in
o arms, leaving the nations free from exactions and service.
He frees slaves and makes them soldiers? He pities
“heroic men in/defeat and fighting hopelessly, and even
draws off his conquering army to preserve their lives?
He treats his allics with great delicacy, deferring the din-
ner-hour for himself and his army till their arvival, as well
as all partition’ of booty, and doing nothing without regard
to their feelifngs.- He wins all hearts not only by nob!lrty-

1 Kenophon Cympmw‘ra ¥ 2.3 3 Thid., viii. 3.
8 Thid., 1. 35 vills 5. Ibid,
5 Ibid., il 124 % See dying address to his sons.

| ¥ Renophon: Cyroperdia, i 34 B Ibidy, iv. 4, 6.
i 3 ¢ Ibidy vil 1 i




._;ducedito a c1pher by thc man he has made general of Ins
, '_:'tmop's:f‘ ‘He takes up the cause of laboring men, sees that!i
| the agncultural populatm.ls are well cared for, and praises
the lot of those who live by honest toil. He enforces di-

. vision of labor,  He lays down wise principles of production

Jand distribution, and living use of capital, and prescribes
due érdér in all administration, makes litigants go to ref-
erees, raises the best to power without distinction of rank,
sends judges through his States to rectify disorders, and

' opens postal voads and stations for swift couriers, He

honors the fine arts, and spares Sardis on their account,
For himself, he is better pleased to give than to receive,
and leads others by force of example to virtue. He is
husband of one wife, and thoroughly loyal to his vows.

He excels not so much lin ‘military conduct as in love of

man, and dies grateful for a life of perfect suecess, ex-
‘horting his children to love' each other, to believe in im-

mottality, and next to the gods to seek the good of all | .

mankind, He enjoins that no splendor be seen about his
remains, which must b<, as spcedlly as possxble rctnrm‘d o BN |
earth, : BN

This noble icdeal'is. marred by the: ilmxtations of its fmmer
and the conditions of the age: Xenophan Cyrus, assum-
'mg the necessity of willing obedience to a good-wﬂlmg'l

 power from those who have been used to servitude or must. |
. be held to it, attempts to reconcile these conditions by a.

i ttmmngwhtch presumes them all, and treats the subjects of
it with the_tcndel_ness of 4 father for his children, while de-

. priving them of the right of bearing arms and disqualifying

" them from even desiring the means of freedom.? This is

1 Xenophon i Cyraf@dia, v. 4, 55 vil 44 viil. 3
1 1hid., vili, =8, L




i | customs of the Persians of his day, that chophon fo

apwce,z-of Xenophom‘s Spartam P CTH
/'sense of the dutics involved in it for one rof such hum ty_
"as Cyrus, It was probably in accordance with the observed
the
_Hame purpose of securing authority to the world-rulers,
| makes Cyrus advise his countrymen to wear high shoes to
appear taller than they were, and to paint their faces to
give them beauty and dignity.! His statement that the
“adoration” he reports Cyrus to have received for the first -
time from the Persians on his state-procession from the

paldcz: in Babylon, as the spontancous tribute of his peo—' -
| ple; should have. been allowed him by the cultured Greeks
 (they certainly refused it to the later Achaemenidan kings),
is only to be explained by his sense of a special divine
authority in Cyrus to receive the world's worship as the
“Star in the East” of a religious faith. ( How natural it was
_ to form this personal thmry of the origin of the Persian
' custom appears in the later deification of Jesus, evenin his.
_infancy, when Christianity had become a religious power,
and needed verification of its claims in the history of its |
founder. The personal character of Xeuophon's admira=
tion of Persian royalty is shared by Plato, who makes his

Athenian guest in ‘ The Laws " praise Cyrus and his men-._.f

for moderation in the exercise of power, sharing their, ﬁ'ee-'
_dom with others, and leading them to equality ; the mag-
"nanimous king ¢ granting liberty of speech to all who were |
- able ‘to advise,” so that ‘progress was eftected through

freedom, friendship, and communion of intellect. R Platais Al
criticism of Cyrus is confined to ascribing the decay of the
4 State to the custom introduced by him of intrusting the 1/

" education of princes to women, whose petting made them
viciotls, — as’ in the case of Cyrus’ own children? :

‘We shall do justice to the significance of these Greek
gributes when we consider 1hat they are traceable dnec.*ly

12 Laws, B i,

.

¥ }Ch‘.uﬁphon. Cyropezdia, Vil 13,




ph:lasophxcal omance, « the Atlantis of P
| “Cyropxdia” of Xenophon.  The descr
lof the early inhabitants of the great Atlantic Island,
the | vise of their vast empire. thmugh their frug:mty
‘and sobricty, their gentleness and wisdom,  their piety
"»*md humanity, and their willing obedicnce to divine kings
of their gradual corruption through luxury, and of the valos.
1 with which the Athenians inet their immense mvadmg hosts, | |
ill both nations were destroyed by earthquake and flood
‘thousand years before, — can have been suggested
Y iny by [the history of the rise and fall of the et
. Empire of the East, and its relations with Athens in
| recent times.t It grew confessedly out of the same desire
. to illustrate the ideal Socratic State, with Xenophon's * Cy-
ropdiaj ‘although in this case not Persia, but a prtmevai-'- '
. Athens is the central figure, while the perfecmou of Atlan+
. tis also is, like Persian virtues, concentrated in her earliest
| royalty. Xenophon wrote his ¢ Cyropedia” to illustrate the
~ philosophical principle of free government, as consisting
. the willing obedience of men to what they recogrized as
'-_"__Just and humane, as he wrote his Hiero the Despot!” t
~ show the converse of the same principle, —that unwills
ing obedience is slavery and ruin, In h»ls praise of the
aristocratic side of Cyrus’ Im$}:1tutes, we see the Soc it
dislike of extreme democracy as. it existed in G
Cyrus is himself a pure disciple of Socrates in his con-
tant presumption that all men desired to do right and
be rightly governed, in his identification of politics with
ethics, in his cardinal principles of temperance, justice,
courage, and love, in respecting the religions of all nations ; '
and while not hesitating to join in their rites, yet dispens-
-ing with diviners, and obeying the inward voice, makmg |

LA 1 Jowstt's Translation of Zimeass, 93 Citias, 109130
©




: doctnhe of forg.venes%, and his death lookm al
ik ;f'uturc life, are both Socratic. It is true that Socrates w
/not have approved the suicide of Panthea upon the dea
of her husband; but this event is but an incident of th
‘most tender and touching story of mutual love, honor, and' i
L _ﬁdellty between the sexes in all ancient fiction, and is
related as to show Cyrus in the noblest hght It is safe f
‘say that no tribute so exalted was ever paid to any peopi(,
hen the position and. character of those who paid it a _
ally weighed, as those of Plato and Xenophor to the foun-|
ders of the Persian State. It becomes the more. striking
\/iwhen ‘we consider that the tribute of the latter especially
was almost wholly to personal government,in a high sense ot
the word, as a righteous resort from the excesses of Greek
democracy or ochlocracy. And here we must note Xeno=
phon’s purpose to present the practical as well as philo-
~ sophical ideul of sovercignty. He was in most respects one |
of the clearest heads in all antiquity on matters of political
“and military science. And we may well ask what a name |\
- must Cyrus have left behind him, when we find such a man|
ascribing to him almost every great economical principle
- or meastire by which later monarchics have combined their
own preservation with the prosperity of their subjects!
At the same time, the condition of the ancient world was
| thoroughly recognized, from the best Greek experience, as
. needing above all things the remedy of personal governd
‘. ‘ment righteously applied. From this should issue a sys-
. tematic moral training in ideals suitable to free men,
| eombined, as in the Spartan discipline, with contempt for
the mere pursuit of wealth. = The king must carry the =
force of personal example into immediate contact with his’
's_u'bjectsi. Hence every one must come to the palace to

1 Xenophon: Cyrofedia, i. 6. A




' zmd rmhtaxy powers be vestcd in dtstmct pCl’bOl],!:, and -
cea be rightly and gifts generously bestowed. The king
e the moral ideal,® and rule by incessant toil and
wg'i ant foresight, as one  personally responsible for the
il wélfm of lns people, with a “ thirst for doing good and_ s
' .'__.'fo: winning obedience through love.? -
. We have thus presented Xenophon's ideal Cyrus in full,
not because of its historical trath, which is probably much |
Jinferior to the story of Herodotus, nox as unaware that this
is the wisdom of Greece rather than of Persia; but becatse
the power of Cyrus’ name to draw it out from such a
. source, 18 mark of a pos:twn in the ancient world which
 deserves the most profound regard. | /
ol To the Greek mind, to the simplicity of Herodotus 1o
less than to the philosophy and ethics of the Sncr'um:
: _school Cyrus was the child of Destiny, as he was of Provic
. dential putpose to ‘the Hebrew, —to the one as a grand | |
_ personal force transforming human society and. politics ; to
 ¢he other as the instrument of Jahveh to testore and exalt
~his chosen rach, The. story of Creesus is constructed in
. the interest of thlS*bchef Tn his relations with the L.mg_
‘Lydia, this Son of Destmy, raised from the depths of the
| far. East at once recognizes the existing moral | and intel-
lectual achievements of wnankind, and proves his own
superiority to the will of the: gods of Asia and of Greece
In this view I think I can hardlyfbe mistaken,  Creesus’
¥ for the Greeks, especially the Ion:an‘g.», is king of the typical
tribe in Asiatic civilization, and concfueror of the most ad-
vanced Tonian citics of Asia Minor, \The Lydians had the

1 Xenophon; Cprofedia, ii. 1. ! "-‘?_ Thid., viii. 6.
o Ihid., 6 £ Tbid,, v 1
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| prestige of political wisdom and social resource;

| the first employers of gold and silver coin, the first retail
| of goods; they had the wit' to invent games, as diversio;
| from suffering in a long and grieveus faming.! _Grce.st;_’r%,.

resourees were fabulous, his conquests vast, his wisdomy |
proverbial alike for shrewdness ‘and breadth. His capital il
was the resort of Greck sages, the. mother and nurse of |

Greek literature.  So great was his interest in Hellenic

. culture, that he sent splendid gifts to the temples, con~ |

| _:';s-ul._t'ed the oracles, testing their knowledge, and followed L)
. the guidancg of Apolle in making war on Persia, Hewas

'the common ally and honored friend of Babylon, Egvpt,

' men for the rude hosts of Iran. On the funcral pyre he
calls upon Solon, as the on¢ sage who could comprehend

| his downfall and despair. In the Greek worship of Cyrus,
' Creesus holds a place similar: to that of the Magi in the

1 Greece, Nothing could exceed the contempt of his wise

| Christian legend of the destined Christ. It was this great

~ historical igure that naturally expressed the failure of all
| existing wisdom, power, and even faith, before the advent

of the new Sun vising in the East,— an event which mighﬁ- '

well stir the Greek world to serious thought. = Conquered
by Cytus and cast on the funeral pile (probably, as Here

dotus intimates,? and as ‘may be inferred from Xenophon,
without intention to carry out the bapbarity, since it Was
‘wholly contrary to the spirit of Cyrus to do so), he ac<
knowledges' this. decree of Destiny, == reproaching. the
Pythian oracle with urging him on by delusions to war
against one whom none can vithstand.  Apollo can send
rain to put out the ﬁrlés ; but even he cannot turn back
the destiny of Cyrus to supersede both Lydian and Greek.
Permitted to send a méssage to the Delphian god to ask if
" he is not ashamed of/ Kis doings, and if the gods of Greece

It
1 I-[cmdotl‘.j.’.x, i o4 ;
2 Ibide i/ 56, 88, See Rawlinson, note A, to Herodotusy bkl o
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1 ng of D'ef-itmy to releam. him, and overthrow the exist-
(ing gods in the interest of man. | Here it is not a defiant |
. Titan that throws htmsvif on the: deliverance to come, but. !
il canquored religion, confessing its day to be passed in/
. presence of the actual destined deliverer, ' Is it fanciful to
"'_ﬁ;ud this hinted in the smile with which Cyrus grants to
. Creesus permission to reproach the oracle instead of re-
. buking him, as a Joyal Greck would have done, for the
oy .'implety of the thnught?
| Moreover, it is in récognizing what is nablein the oldey
beliefs and' their ‘confessors, that the newy becomes noble
and free. ‘\Vhethcr intending’ or not to butn Creoesus,
Cytus is moved to tenderncss by the self-humiliation of
the noble victim and his: piety in) view of death, veflecting
 that he also is 2 man, and must meet the changes of for-
tune and the retribution’ of just laws, The man of Destiny
‘must respect morality, and learn. its sovereignty over all
' htu;mn things.  The supnrnamm] must be under the same N
rule.  The miracle of rain which protects Creesus, helps.
alse to conwince Cyrus that his captive deserves human as
well 4s Divine care.  The wisdom of the past fails. not to
serve the noble purposes of the new epoch and the hlgher.-.
| fate.  Cyrus consults Croesus in important matters, listens
bR oo hxs maxims p:acnml and. pruderxtlal his reﬂect:,ons on
f'tﬁe instability of things. None the less iy it always agi b
. master of the occasion that he listens and. accepts them.
" The'central force of the tc“chmg is in his own pt,rsona!_
character and will. : B
- The ideal personality of Cyrus, thus. dcptctcd by the im-
~ agination of the ages which followed his career, points) as
 few historical ideals do, to an actual force in some degree

- L Herodotus, 1. 87




j corres':'f:gondcnt to its guppbsé'd?éﬁ’(;em;-.,{ ¢
~ great enipire which directed, Greek history, even w
| wasted on the field, and as restorer of the Jews to their
native land, carrying with them the faith and culture which
have made them so large a factor in modern civilization, he
| s in many importent respects the most impressive fignre
of ancient times, and /a root whence the world's progress
springs, Mr. Grote says that * while the conquests of
Cyrus contributed to assimilate the distinct types of civils

A ization in Western Asia, = not by ielevating the worse, i
but by degrading the better, — upon the native Persians 1)1

themselves they operated as an extraordinary stimulus,

| provoking alike their pride, ambition, cupidity, and war- oy

‘like propensitics.” *  This judgment seems to me to overs
ldok both the historical conditions and the character of
 the great Persian’s work. 1 must regard it as a very im-
perfect estimate of the influence of that large relation to
the ancient world to which Cyrus introduced his people;.
biit it is still more unjust to Cyrus himself. He was nota
reconstructor of nations only, but a reformer of the hat-

barous methods of Asiatic warfare,  All traditions picture ;

him as of singular humanity in the treatment of conquered
nations,  Most constructions of this kind in later ages pass
over the other Achamenides, ~— not only the feeble Darius
Codomannus, the sensual Antaxerxes 1L, the cruel Ochus,
the voluptuous Xerxes, but Darius the great organizer, and
Cambyses the iconoclast,—pass over the immense influence
on foreign States exercised by the gifts and gold of Arta-
xerxes 1, to rest on the person of Cyrus. Down to the
latest days of Persian nationality, zs we bave scen, this
precedence lasts, in the pocts and historians of Islam. In
Cytus only they find the ““father " of nations; he only
thinks himself adorned in adorning others; he only strives
to heal discord, to reward noble conduct, to win the hearts

1 Grote: Histery of Gregiey v a6, iR
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iy _ Ig*enerons apprec:atwn of merit, by forglvepess-_-:,
. of m}ur;es, by tender consideration of the weaknesses and
| wants of othérs. He is as pure in life as he is powerful in
| arms; has the majesty of human omnipotence with none
‘of its caprice; would fain unite autocracy of power with
democracy of spirit; is at once ideal ruler and ideal man,
It is scarcely rational to suppose that all this testimony to
~one'so conspicuous in history as the creator of the Persian
empire, so known to Babylon, Egypt, and Greece, can be
without historical guarantees; that a repute which all the
admitted degeneracy of the Persian kings and people since
his day could not cover up from the sharpest eyes and
finest minds 'of that Athenian people; to whom the name
of barbarian was 'an offence, can be a baseless fiction.
As we have already said, that but fori the preparatory
- work of the “great kings” Alexander would not have
found Asia open  to his unifying match; that the con-
sciousness of a' common empire, and the demand for a
commot political administration did far more than the
little troop of fifty thousand ' with which he' penetrated’
Asia, to effect the conquest of the multitudinous tribes, =
50 we may now add that the powerful initiation of these
influences must be ascribed to “ Cyrus the Great”  As it
I$ greater to create than to organize, he eclipses even Da-
tiug, without whom the empire would have perished in a
day. A single sentence will perhaps express the direct ;
bearing of ‘his life upon the Alexandrine gampaigns. . No
‘mere helpiessness of a dssorgan:ze,d State, no weakness of
'‘Oriental nerve; no absence of leaders, no over-confidence
of Darius IL, did so much to effect their amazing success
‘as the previous preparation of the people of Asia to accept
the personal government of one who deserved to | hold
sway ; the sense of community in an expectation of world-
purpose and destiny with which Cyrus and his conquering |
Persmns had at once inspired the Fast.  From his day




TIran meant no more a vast desert of warring hordes, but
the Persia of the Great King, the chosen Solar Fire of |
the World. The savage warfare of Tran and ‘Turan gave
place to an empire making firm stand against incursions
from the Northern wilds. The feudal chicfs of Iran.w_ef.q
subordinated to the throne, without loss of freedom or
self-respect; and the conquest of Ionia opened the civilizas
tion of the East and of the West to each other, From his'
constructive conquests dates not the first but the most

radical intermixture of races, whence grew the breadth of

' European experience.  He raised the barrier to the Norths
ern swarms whose mastery of Persia would have swept back
Aryan civilization, delayed for centurics Aryan immigra-
tion into Europe and the Germanic conquests with their
vast resilts to freedom and science, and so altered the
whele course of history.  Rome herself, broadened by her
Parthian and Sassanide wars, and stirred by Persian passion
out of her narrow and hard materialism, showed in the
humanitics of ‘her later legislation that she had felt the
pressure of Cyrus’ heroic hand, ' Hebrew psalmody; He-
‘brew law, the piety of Jahvism, as the mother of Christian
trust and love, born and nurtured in the exile, reached its
height in the exaltation of Cyrus, the ¢ Righteous One
whom' Jahveh loveth,” the Messiah,' the “ Anointed Sa-
viour of the World” No other messiah has the Hebrew
found but this one, for whom the girdle of the loins of
kingswas loosed, that he might open the prison gates;
at whose touch the wilderness and the solitary place were
‘made glad, a highway was opened for the ransomed of
‘Jahveh, and the deserts of Judea rejoiced and blossomed
as the rose.  To be the inspirer of the later Isaiah was to .
liold a place second to none in the sources of Hebrew and
Cheistian faith, His capture of Babylon broke the pride
of Semitic polytheism. His restoration of the Jews effaced
at a word the hostilities of races and creeds, and gave the
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st strr;ng 1mpuise to universal rehgton, to the bfother-
| Hood of nations and of times.  The victories of Cytus
| were indeed the sunrise in the east. The turning of the
river that rolled through Babylon was the original of that
wonderful picture of a great Deliverer which Christian-
ity has made Jesus claim as meant for himself,! — the
turning-point of ancient history, The same hand which
smote down the old gods of Asia, set up the coming God
of Burope. To the feet of this great Master of Nations
converge the linés of religious movement as we trace them
backward from' their widest expansion in modern times,
And while studying the manifold bearings of his life on
succeeding ages, I am searcely surprised that a brilliant
French historian, whose ingenious conclusions concerning
the Persians, however impetfectly sustained in some re-
spects, are highly worthy of consideration, should say
emphatically that ¢ there is nothing else of so intense an
interest in all human history; ”? and that without him
“the Burope of to-day never would have existed.”
We pause before this magnificent landmark of progress,
Let us reflect that we see the forerunner and type of that
principle which, for good and for evil, has controlled the
great religions of modern times. A man stands in the
place of God. ' It is not meant that the man iy here held

to be God, though this is the tendency ; and both in earlier

and later Iranian phases of monarchy the monarch often
assumes the name and worship of the god. The Persian
did not worship his king, certainly not in the days of Cyrus.
He was forbidden by his religious law evzn to make images
of Ormiuzd, an invisible god. He made only symbolic
signs of deity hovering over the king. But these were
signs of personal Will, the essence of sovereignty alike
in God and king. Though the king was not God to the
Persian, then, he was the image of God, — an image if not

1 Tsaiak Jxi. ¥ 3 Luke, iv. 1621, ¥ Gobinean ; Alirtoire dis Ferses, 1. 51ty




1 'made thh handa, yet represennng in human form th'
thority of that Will of whose human and divine elemen
-~ choice of chiefs, and commandment of God~—he was
the combined result.  Later times and religions show how
naturally the personal God himself becomes identified
with the man specially made in his image. Though for

the Persian the reality of Ormuzd soars over the head of
the Achamenide, yct 4 man standb in the place of God. It;___-_' A

is the form of a Pérson that we discern dimly through the

shadows of the past, and the ancient world is at his feet,

It is the sovereignty of a wiil.  But this will worships;

it recognizes. moral laws, and. obeys the spirit: of love;

it ‘desires to command a willing osbedteucc, to win the

] hﬁdltb of men, to reconcile and succor them; it knows that

its rights involve duties; it treats the tribes of a continent
as one race, which needs and wishes to be ‘governed, but
has the right to be governed well. And we thus discern
the jl‘lbl.lﬁca.tloll in its own day and for those conditions in
which it was born ~— for the true birthday was in the Persia
of the great Cyrus — of the principle of Personal Govern-
ment ; a principle which more than two thousand years of
political and religious history were to develop and work
through, until it now finds its valug in having prepared
the way for a lughex stage of progress no longer to be
delayed,

Such is the Cyropadia of real history, holding in 1t3
bosom an eénd and purpose beyond the “ great kings,” an-
cient and modern, beyond: the Messiahs, the Prophets of
Jahveh and of Allah, the authoritative Incarnations, the
theological types of Personal Government, of whom it is
made up, and whose sway; both ideal and actual, but fore-
shadows a real unity of man with God above and beneath
these limitations by exclusive types of personal Will, It is '
in Cyrus that we see its fine foreshadowing in its largest
prophetic aspect.  Not the “ bright altars” of a Hebrew









@i

HI*N Alc\:andv.r of Macedon destroyed the Achae-'

menidan dynasty at a blow, he not only assumed the
atyle anri embxaccd the system of thc native rulers, but
 beeame at once the national ideal. Greece denounced
him as the destroyer of her liberties, the arrogant restorer
of her twenty thousand political convicts from exile!
Peysia, on the contrary, hailed him as her deliverer from
national disintegration and dynastic decay. Plutarch re-
lates that' Darius himself exchanged his contewpt of the
stripling who sought to snatch his crown, for a recogni-
tion which went so far as to pray that if it went ill with
himself, the gods would ¢ suffer none but Alexander to pos-
sess the throne of Cyrus;" and adds: “ S0 true is it, that
virtue is the wictor still.”# ' Only an overmastering per-
sonality could hold the numerous principalities of Iran
under a common sway; and this inflexible requirement of
their nature and traditions could find nothing but its own
irony in the later Achamenidan kings. But when this
young hero, fresh from the conquest of Greece and Egypt,
threw himself single-handed, with the assurance of a god
and as a retributive fate, upon the vast empire of the “ king
of kings,” the thunder of his tread, the most rapid and re-
sistless in the history of war, awoke the old Iranian loyalty
to personial Will, with its glorious traditions; and the
prestige of Cyrus and of Rustem, of the historical and the
mythological ideals alike, gathered about his head. A
‘million spears were grounded at the lifting of his arm.
The Gordian knot flies apart at the touch of his sword;

B ALFXA’\TDER THE GREAT.
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| he needs not untic it to prove himself the master for whom
| its mystery waits, | From his first defiance of Darius, de- |
scribed in the legend?! as a refusal of the éc;:_u‘stoh}ed. tribute
' lof golden eggs, because ‘ the vital bird of him who sent
the eggs has deserted the cagel of the body/ or as "1ht '
-'mtllr'la of a bitter herb for the bat and ball sent by that
monarch to satirize his youth2 through the successive cap-
ture of Babylon, Susa, Persepolis, Ecbatana, the subjuga-
i tion of castern Iran, the Bactrian a_xxd.'Sout_hern-campaﬁ_g'ns,.
to the coronation and apotheosis at Babylon,—every step, |
_in that marvellous march was almost as ‘much an ovation
as astruggle. - The magnificent record of heroic toils' and
‘pains which his Greek culogist brings to prove him inde-
_ pendent of the favors of fortune,® has its cou nterpart in the
ardor of submission, as to an expected one, which greeted
his coming as soon as the quality of the man. was felt.t
The Lydian confederacy welcomed him. | Babylon and
Susa threw open their gates to reteive him. Tribe after
~tribe gave in their adhesion. ' After the battle of Arbela,”
says Plutarch, ¢ Alexander was acknowledged king of all
Asia?®  This expectancy is indeed an element needed to
explain the unparailcled success of a handful of Macedo-
nian soldiers, | No great effects in political or religious
ceconstructions are explicable without such iconditions
precedent.  The first resistance was made by Darius with °
vast resources. . But after the first blows the empire could
never be rallied, and there remained only outbreaks of in-
dividual States, jealous of their local liberties. The power
 of Alexander's prestige was made cumulative by events;
atid the fact is worth emphasizing, that no great rebellion
of conquered tribes occurred in his campaigns, save that

|1 Shea 1 Mirkiond, ppy 361, 362, # Ibid.
8 Plutarch - Fortione or Firtue of Alexandiry ik 8-13;
¢ Arrians Expedition of Adlexander, Wi 63, 25 285 v 1y 15 Curtios, v. x, 2. Amian,
125y i va ] : )
o Arrian, gassint Plutarch i Zifeof Alzander.
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-,.AxLxANDER THE kRt

| 6F e--Bactrians, Whlch was cwured by | the prop1gat:on of
2 false story that Alexander intended to seize 'md put to i

death all the leading men.!
| When the Iranian tribes saw the one general who could |

. have resisted him, Memnon of Rhodes, dic before striking

a blow; when they saw their king Darius ignobly secking
safety in flight from the field of Issus, and the conqueror
enhancing a noble behavior towards his captive family by
punishinﬂf his assassing; whenthey saw the conqueror rsh
like a tempest across Central Asia to destroy the Bactrian
rival who had thought to rise to empire by the murder of
his king: when satrap after satrap tried his hand at re-
bellion in vain; when every hour proved the tremendous
capabilities of a will which suppressed the conspiracies
of generals, shamed away the reluctance of soldiers, and
broke into ungovernable wrath at the very suspicion of

disloyalty in a friend; when he dared to offend his own '
followers by ‘committing the satrapies to native chiefs;
when he left the States their own institutions and free-
dom of worship; when he took counsel of the Chaldean
" Magi, rebuilt the fallen shrines of Babylon, restored the
abandoned tomb of Cyrus, and espoused the daughters of
native kings, -~ we cannot wonder that the national dislike
of an invader should be absorbed in admiration for one,
even though a Greek in speech, ‘and plainly purpoesing
to play the part of a god, on whom rested so visibly the
tokens of the right to rule, No wonder native volunteers
crowded forward to garrison his conquered towns. No
wonder that when his army refused to follow him farther,
he found such a host of native youth rise ready to his hand
“that the legions were roused to new zeal, and his march to
India showed miscellaneous hordes of Persians trained in
the disciplines of the Greek? 'No wonder cities, sprang

1 Williame: Life of Alexander (Family Library). | Arvian, v 1,
. Bpiegel: Erdm Aliarti i gbz.




xf a new bzrth had come over the. whole .land No
that the sympathies of races could be fertilized by inter-
| marriage on the largest scale, beginning with 'his own ex-
ample and followed by eighty of his chiefs. No wonder hat
the hordes of the ancient monarchy found free circulation
to revive enterprise and trade, and that this intercourse of

| races opened with electric speed into the nobler commerce

of ideas and faiths, But these effects, which seemed su= |
pernatural to historians and philosophers for many ages
 after his day, were as largely due to the supreme command
always exercised over Iranian thought and conduct by
idealizations of personal Will, as to the'actual qualities of
Alexander’s genius. It is plain that these qualities would
have had but little power to move the world, but for the
immense leverage afforded by the other. :

The pupil of Aristotle, the reader of Homer by day and
'night, the preserver of Pindar's house from the sacking of
Thebes; whose camp! was a lyceum of philosophy ‘and
science, a school of historians and poets as well as of gen-
erals; the enthusiast for a civilization that shouicl embtace
and unify the world, aspiring to teach humanities to the
cudest tribes, and Greek order and law to the jealous feudal
lords of Asia, and “ by mixing lives, manners, customs,
wedlosks, as in a festival goblet, to make every one take the
whole habitable world for a country, of which his camp
and army should be the metropolis,” = this man, without
looking too closely at the strange mixture of dispositions
and "motives, or at the uncertainty of tradition which besets
4 true estimate of Alexander’s life, was indeed the higher
ideal for which Nineveh, Babylon, Mede, and Persian had
educated the races of Iran. Again the native genius finds
its living symbol; nerve-fire condensed into personality,

1 Pvrrho the scepticy Anaxarehus, disciple/of Demneritas, Callisthenes, Ptnlemy. Pmtmcas.
d fim,  Diogenes Laerius, ix. ) Also Zeller's Skoics.
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menmn THE GRI"AT

'-dnrtmg like thc hghtmng ea@t and west, an& hlimg th:*_;.
world with its flames.| For him the elements are made;
his foot plays all the pedals of the world's music; history
is but the wcho of his march, ' The continents are dead
and  silent ‘everywhere, save where he moves and  sum-
mons them to renovated life,

Alexander is not European after all. Hc bclonfrs to
Tran. Of the thirteen years of his reign, eleven are spent
on the soil of Asia. (Once leaving Macedon for the East,
he never returns, Greece emigrates in him; her gods
follow the star of a master which may have risen in the
West, butwhich stays proudly in the Eastern sky, and the
Magi are not his guests but his hosts, . Greek Dionysus
found a home in Eastern Asia, and men saw in the de-
bauches in which the conqueror stained his hand with the
blood of friends the god’s revenge for his neglected
worship, or for the woes of his beloved Thebes. A new
Hercules frees Prometheus on a new Caucasus at the
opposite boundary of Iran, and his name is Alexandet of %
Macedon. i

It was not without more pusi-tiv'e grounds than these that' e
Iranian tradition adopted the invader into the line of native
kings:!  For this was in ethnic truth the Agamemnon of
the Fast returning to claim his ancestral domain as well as
to punish’ the Achemenides for invading Greece. He is
Tranian not only by the scene of his triumphs, but by his
Atyan descent, and even by the Orientalism of his governs
mient, manners, and dress, and by the ungovernable pas-

" sions which the situation developed in him, over which
even his Greek panegyrist can only moarn?® This per-
sonality has the true Iranian dimensions, is the true type
of inward Iranian Dualism and moral struggle. The fierce
war of Ormuzd and Ahriman rages here on a scale which

1 iediist i Skak-Ndmeh, Hamza of Ispatian; El Masdi; Tabard,
w ® Arclan, iv. &



_adopts h}m and ht. becomes fur :t ‘s aftcrwarcl fur e
Mahometan chroniclers, the legitimate son of Darab (Da-

. 1ius) by a daughter of Philip of Macedon, and the half:
brother of Darius Ochus, who is I_}‘irdbs son’ by another'.ﬁ i

wife! He is the Iskander of the Shah-Nameh? brought

up at his father Philip’s court, unconscious, like Cyrus, ol w
his royal rights, and succeeds to a Lr:but’xry throne only to |

throw off allegiance, and by defeat of Dard to reach his| |

ancestral crown. The  historical ‘groundwork of the con~

L quest is worked up into a tale of mittual tendcrn;ss and |

trust, betwccn the brother kings. Iskandcr weeps over the !

© dying Dard, receives his. blessing, promises to avenge his
" murder, to marry his daughter, and to spread the faith of
Zovoaster.. The empire receives him with Joy, and there
follows an epoch of order, prosperity, and glory : while the
true successor of Kaifnian kings makes Egypt and India
 his tributaries, and attended by prodigics and omens visits
all the sacred shrines of Iran, and restores the supremacy
it had once enjoyed.  The legend Thows nothing of the
¢normities which historians have ascribed to that march
from Tyre to the heart of India, the massacres in Phcem--
cian cities, the deportations, the burning of Persepolis, and
the slaughter on the sacred soil of Bactria. | But they had
not. been forgotten; nay,in some of the religious traditions,
they have been greatly exaggerated. | It was this very in-
terfusion of terribly destructive elements with far more con-
spicuous ones that were truly creative and humane, which
made his history attractive to a race whose very conscious-
ness turned on the struggle of good and evil powers for

t The ShaleNiweh, the heroie epos of Persian legends and traditions. covéring the whole
lite af Tran down to Alexander, gathered and compiled at the court of !‘abuznm. was finally
wrought up by Firdis, in'the eléventh CeRTUTY.

* Even Spiegel, who singularly enough thinks the Dranians did not Jike Alesander, can-
not find any ground for believing this traditian to have 4 forei ign origin. A edn, Adrarek.
ii.. 599 p



ALEX&NDL it THE" G'RTAT.

'scwsmn of the hefonc will, Thcse i‘iadlthIIS endowed._
Tskander with the symbolic gifts of this personal ideal, its =
spells for commanding Nature, its talismans to bind de-
monic powers. They gave him the physical strength to
shy monsters, to repeat the labors of Hercules and his
- prototype the sun, the intuition to foresee his destiny, the
piety to recognize the insignificance of kingdoms com-
pared with the service of God and man.

Nor does it appear that! Firdfsi, the restorer of the
Jranian lf.gtllddl‘y history, added any more of Islamitic
coloring to the traditional fame of Iskander than he gave
to those earlier heroes of the national legend, whose type,
thoroughly the same as Iskander's, has evidently preserved
its original features even under hig Mussulman hands.  As
it was the fitness of Alexander to fill this old type of ideal
personality that attracted the national genius, so only in
him could it rise to the height of its historical function.
To all ordinary personal forees that genius refused to res
spond. ' The succession he bequeathed “ to the strongest”
did not command its allegiance. ' The brief career of the
Seleucide, lasting little more than half a century, only
irritated the people by using the powers he had gained to
suppress their religious faith and the local self-government
by which he had won their hearts, Though the dynasty
was not without encrgv as a whole, though Seleucus L.
had great gifts and swayed an’empire almost as large as
that of Alexander himseif, and though Antiochus Epipha- |
nes achicved a fame as wide as it was odious (the Ahri-
man of Jew and Gentile), these heirs (diadochor)  of
"Alexander’s efnpire were a blank for Persian imagination,
and furnished it no ideal food.  The Seleucide on the
Tigris and the Orontes, and the Parthian and Graco-
Bactrian dynasties which raled respectively the western
‘and eastern provinces that seceded from their empire, were
dropped from the national chronology. It wholly passed




il _'over the five and a half ceﬁturlcs betwe:en the dt,,ath 'of“‘

pox I’PIGAL., ORCE:

- Alexander and the advent of the Sassanide Ardeshtr, who'! '

i the very spirit of the old heroic legend restored. Iraruan

i : freedom and faith.

It was the glory of Tran to fr_ed th{. 1ma,g1nat10n c:-f those'
races which were making history with colossal types of
heroic Will. - By no mytho-poetic accident did her great

' Caspian headland front Europe with that eternal symbol

. of Prometheus, unconquerable sufferer for the good of

man; while close beside it towers the form of Zohék,
image of tyranny and hate, bound in hopeless chaing
by Feridtn, the spirit of freedom. « Here  personality

U first becomes a universal idea, a world-consciousness.  As

_ errug had been the ideal of the highest Hebrew and Greek
Uintelligence, so Alexander became the ideal of far more

| widely-spread intellectual and religious forces at a later

date. . From the fascination of his world-opening carecr
no corner: of civilization was exempt.  For centuries hosts
of chronicles, itineraries, romances, myths, and legends mul-
tiplied around iit, of every race'and every quality; but all
so dominated by his dazzling personality, that. the thought~
ful historic annals of Arrian and Diodorus and Strabo,
and the learned (but not so trustworthy) compilation of
. Plutarch, prove often as puzaling to the historic sense
as the palpable tissues of fable spun by a pseudo-Callis-
thenes, or. a Quintus Curtius, or by those mythologists of
‘Bgypt, Armenia, and Rome, from whom their threads were
' Borrowed.
. This grasp of the imagination, then first, w¢ may say, set
free to work upon genuinely historic materials and forces,
knew no limits in geographical space. All the weird stories
‘of supernatural phenomena and monstrous shapes of beasts
~and men, with which the unexplored wilds of Central Asia
had. been peopled, mainly on the authority of Ctesias’s
Persian history, were woven into. the marching robes of



