ing of Na.ture and’ men ! " His glovy was the hohor
| of all na.tiam ' Like Persia; Egypt claimed him as in/the
-direct line of her kings.? The god of the Lybian desert
. predicts his coming, and owns him ‘as his son. Sesostris,
‘conqueror of continents, rises from his throne among the
dead, and visits him in vision, to sink his own fame in the
greater master who shall found a metropolis of nations,
and identify Egypt with an all-unifying name.  Darius
Ochus and Serapis pay him similar honors. The Jew makes
him a worshipper of Jahveh and the savior of his Holy
Templed The Alexandrian Greck makes him abolish all
the old cults, yet not by force, and become the ‘apostle of
a universal theism, whose prayer to the “Eternal One”
at the head of his army, brings the Caspian mountains
together, that he may build gates of brass to bar out
Seythian Gog'and Magog forever from the lands of the
true faith?

Age after age brought fresh accessions to that Egyptian
epopee which, under the assumed name of Callisthenes,
continued down to the time of Firdst, and even to the
Middle Ages; to be the main stream of this mythic lores
Tt was conspicuous among the resources of Firddsi's muse.
In this legend an Egyptian Magus substitutes himself for
the god Ammon, and brings about with the wife of Philip

the divine birth he has himself predicted to her,  Alex-

ander afterwards kills him; but his' statue at Memphis . '
speaks out to hail the world-master at his coming, and
places a globe on his head. Here Alexander instructs

his master Aristotle even in childhood, reconciles his

parents, slays his father's murderers, but scorns to harm

1, Rapp (Zeitschr. d. Dentsch, Morgenl, Gesellscle, 5. Gig)e
2 Pseudo-Callisthenes.
3 Josephust Andiguities of the Feaus, xi. chaps. v. viils
'_" Chassang: Historre du Roman, p. 533+
o EThrough the Armenian translation, prnbab]y in the ffih century.  For account of Pseudo+
Callisthenes, see Spiegel ; Evfn, Alterth. il 586, ¢4 s, And Lassen: Indiscle Alterth.,
Ui 234+ Aho Chassang : [ ésteive di Roman




4 foe who wotnded him in battle; forgives his enem
 makes war only for humanity's sake, and binds the na-
tions 'in brotherly ties; and, so testifies' the Byzanting iy
age, dives to the depths of ocean and motnts to IicaV’gI'lv.'-""'
upon cagle’s wings.! AR e ARGV
| In later legends of the same cycle (plainly Mahometan),
. 'he follows the 'setting sun to reach the fountain of im-
mortality; nay, he hears the admonition of the Angel of
| Judgment, waiting! on 'his mountains for God's command
‘to (blow the last trumpet. | He learns the inherent neces-
sity of evil in the treasures of this world from the heap of
stones beside the way, from which he who takes and he
. who refrains from taking shall be equally miscrable; be-
| 'cause when they are found to be gems, the one becomes
| wretched because he has not taken more, and the other
' because he has not taken any when he might have had
. what he would.' His death is foretold bim by a King
" whom he finds throned within a mountain, and by two
{roes of the desert:that speak, the one by day, the other
by night, — the watning of Nature, if we may interpret
the myth, that even her master is also her child, and must
retarn to her bosom. When he lays his hand on the cof-
fers of the kings of Iran, she goes out of her way to re- W
peat the same omen by'a monstrous birth. Greeks and
Peérsians contend for the right to bury his body; but the
oracle gives it to Alexandria, where the wise of all nations
gather to celebrate his obsequies.
As the Jew claimed him as a pilgrim to Jerusalem, so
the Mussulrnan finds him at his Kaaba, and a Syrian poet
sifigs his praise as a follower of Christ.? Mahomet him-

1 The Mahometan legends say that Alexander came to Abrabam while he was building
the temple of Mecea with Tsmael) and acknowledged him 45 the messenger of Allah, and
walked seven times roupd the placs. Ty describe him as able {o tum day inta right and
night inty day, by unfurling one or the iher of two magic standards, and so defeating his foes
at his will & s even 48 having found himsell so nesr the sun o a dream that be ywas able to
seize him at his lwo etdn. Weilt Bidiical Lagonds, p. jo-

3 Spiegel: Brdn. Aderth, il Sap »




_ ’fChﬂatl.ﬁe t‘ne 1mp10ns and rewald thn Juqt Wlth.; easy
| yoke; who prefers the service of God to the tributes of the
."_'uattons. ‘Mussulman writers placed him beside Moses, i
v Abraham, JE‘SUS, and the rest to whom revelations had
; come. Inthe (,hromcle of Nizdmi, he is the son of a
‘pious Hebrew woman, adopted by Philip, ~- & saint and
sage, more than a kmg By the gift of a stone, which
outweighs everything save a handful of dust, the angels
‘cure him of the desire to gain the whole world, . A city |
whence men are summoned away e by one, to vanish in
a mountain, and cannot be held back from obeying the
call even by his kingly power, teaches him the inevitable-
ness of death. How mythology, the world over; holds all
lords and masters to spiritual realitics and ethical laws!
What transforming power there is in the wand of imagi-
nation, to bring a world-conqueror from his throne of
centuries to his knees, before the primal conditions of
human  life and personal success! —a process whose
operation illustrates the unhistorical character  of ideals
ization of the founders of religions and States, while at
% the same time it teaches that such imaginative construc- bt
tions are under cmttroi of the consc;em.c and’ aspxrahonsl-._
of mankind.
To Mirkhond, the great Persian htstorlan of the ﬁfteenth_ .
century, Alexander's name significs * lover of wisdom.” ?
He is the ideal philasopher as well as king. . He reccives
from l’hmhp political counsels as fine as those which the
Cyrus of Xenophon hears from Cambyses; for the natural
§ ﬂow of wisdom from age to youth, from father to son, is
a premise of our ideal sense of continuity, which asserts
If wherever it is permitted to do so. He must make no

Koranm sura xviii. 89, 00, 2 Splagel  Evdn. Alterth., il p. éay.
) @ 3 Shea's Trapalation (Oriental Fund Séries), p. 368, 369



-:_-"I'ur‘k re:mote and near, farmer and Sﬂldlel', natwe.
stranger. He must never be indifferent to the suffer
. nor oppress the poort Before the assembled nobles, after
. Liis father's death, he disclaims all special rights, cansw&
|| ing their judgment as one of themselves, and accepts the
. throne only at their desire. « So for near two thousand years . '
. endures the repute of Alexander for hawn« identified his |
- conquests with local and p_ersonal. liberties. His victories |
are in AllalYs name, and his, letters are Moslem sermons,
| Even whsle, as: true Moalem, he must of course have de-
stroyed ‘¢ the accur*sc:d faith of tha Magi,” it is admatted
that he had all their science translated into Greek®  All
tht, wise men in Persia, India, Macedon, shower on him the
didactics of ancient wisdom; but not even the Brahmins
,cau reprove his destrictive trade of war withoat being
“gilenced by his credentials from the Creator to overturn
unbelief and wrong everywhere,--«“ commands which T
will faithfully execute till I die.”® He institutes discus-
sions between rival creeds and schools, and exalts the
Hindu sage, who can answer all his questions and inter-

“ask things impossible, even for his power, with edifying
' self-depreciation and humble recognition of haman limits.
Here is the Mahometan ideal of Nashirvan and Akbar
| referred back to a period eight hundred years befor
Mahomet was born. Into this tribute-heap are thrown
. aphoristic treasures, old and new, till the conversationd
| wisdom of Iskander is a catechism of the virtues for any
age. -

“In what should a king show perseverance “n medit'ttin}:
on the fnterests of his people by night, and sccut‘mu’ them by day:"

8 From wh.l.t do you gain most pleasure 2 ¢ From rewarding gond
J service.” — “The day passed wlthaut redressing some wrong or grant-

| Shea's Translation (Oriental Fund Series), p a7z, % Ibids, p.3g6. % Ibidy p 405,

pret all symbolic acts and gifts. He answers those who



" of my resp¢ .

4y heaven to earth ; ‘but Aristotle ‘raised me fwm earth (o heavcu.” R

] refuse to m'\ke stealthy attacks, by night, on an enemy.”! -l
: .nqble mind, even of a poor man, is forever held in honor; but the
' mean person, of whatever rank, is condemned.”+ ¢ Man wants unders

"mg‘ mme_ pmtmn, is no part c-f Tife.? e “ My instructor, cleqer\re's more-

:ct than my father, because my father brought me from'i'

'il:andmg more than wealth.”!

HIS last message is a tf'nder letter to his mother. Over

his remains the sages motalize on the contrast of his glory

with his dust; and then with the tribute that “ Fortune has
hidden him from human gaze, like treasures of silver and
gald,” consign him to his Alexandrian grave, ' enveloped
in the mercy and forgiveness of the Almighty, whose per-

fection endures while all things ¢lse decay.” ?

Quite, as marvellous as this decree of natural chnnga.
over which the Mu‘asulmm swcs moralize in awe, is the
contrast between the Alexander of history and these
products, of religious trad:tnn, weaving ideals of succes-
sive ‘ages around his name.  While the plth and point in
Platarch’s sayings of Alexander befit a master-mind that
swayed men as it did nations, the commonplacca of the
Mussulman ideal belong to a traditional moralist or a
meditative saint. Probably no octher character in history:
has afforded scope for a similar variety of construction,
Such the universality of his function in hlatory, such the
significance for the future of the first appearance of per-'
sonal supremacy, on ascale that matched the importance
of that element in the evolution of humamty as'a whole,

Such a Titanic force was not only aceorded ideal rights

by the voice of mankind, but strictly held to correspond-

ing ideals of duty. And this moral criticism of one whose

: rep yorted claim was that of bumg ‘adored as an incarnate

god is extremely creditable to the ages immediately suc-

ceeding him. Yet the fact is, that most of the crimes

1/ Blieals Translation (Orlental Fund beries)y pp. 431-36, ! 2 Ibid., pp. 42829,
24




j -'__recortied agamst hlm are| suah, as grew mewtablylout of
| the delirinm of his success and the real or xmigmary
“perils from friend and foe which the situation involved.
| The difficulty of reconciling his outbreaks of fury with the
| grandeur, or at least the brca.dth of his purposc and. tie
equity of 'his general conduct, is increased by the puzglmg
varicty of testimony and explanation concerning them
And we hardly know whether to ascribe these outbreaks
| to an, intensc ‘nervous susceptibility which drove him to
i th; madness of rage in his grief over the natural death of
. one friend,! and made hIS hasty revenge on another pro-
| duce a rc\ru!mon of conscience to the insanity of despair,?
or to believe that nonc of these dark tragedies have
been related in their true connection with events. Per-
'haps here, as often elsewhere, the wine-cup is deep and
- red enough to solve much of the mystery. But careful
stady of the biographies of Alexander confirms the old
belief, that, however superior to vulgar conquerors, he was
in many respects a slave of unregulated passions, and es-
pecially of an ambition for personal sway, which could
efface for the moment every consideration’ of mercy, jus-
_tice, or private affection that appeared to stand in its path.
The splendid star of empire that beckoned him in his early
. youth, when he complamed that Philip was leaving him no
Jands te c:onqn.rcr,8 gathered more and more of earthly ex-
‘halations about it, which showed that it was not made to
shine steadily in the heavenly etheér, Tt is painful, as we
follow his track, to see how his victories multiplied the
sharp temptations of his lower instincts, — necessities of
‘cruel wrong, monstrous delusions about the plans and
motives of others, barbarous sacrifices of life (brutal in-
dulgences), and the slaughter of friend after friend upon
susp:c:on or in the fury of intoxication. These were the

Y Death of Haplrstion (Arcian), vil, 14, 2 Death of Clitws (Arrian), iv. 9.
# Plutareh s L fe of A letand v "
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at-aiaticss of a “battl? waged not agamst kmgd.o
ch as agam“t nature, against possibility, dgamst .ﬂ.l'._'
| rivalty of gods or men. Even Arrian, a most lenient
| judge, and perhaps the most dispassionate of his biogra~
-p'hers, does not pretend to know what he designed; but
“undertakes to say that he would nexer have been satis- (
 fied with victories, but wotild have been’ toving after places
more remote from human knowledge.  f he could have
| found no other foe to encounter, his ovn mind would
have kept him in a constant state of warfare?"™ “This is. we
‘tepeat, the incarnation of that internecine strife of the Two
| Principles; which belonged to the Iranian conception of life
and the universe. The terrible conditions of that world-
. development were, that for three thousand years Ahriman
© should be master, though the germs of Ormuzd’s yictory
are suugglmg and shaping through the whole; so that
the very deliverance of the world must be purchased by
the ‘costly sacrifice of the noblest part’of men’s natures
to the worst.  The representative of this process is the
career of personal Will. Translated into the facts of his-
tory, it has no typeé so perfect as Alexander's towering

ambition, and its tragic fates of good and evil. By its

triumph should man be brought to the consciousness of

his unity,  Butthe master-will shall not come to its throne

without the slaughter of the man’s own best instincts in the
terrible struggle with opposing wills that niust be trodden

. nder his feet. Such the plane on which the conflict moved,

'.pomtmg beyond itself to higher planes; such the inevi:

_table conditions, of which he who should play the réle of

gonqueror must be the instrument, <= subject none the less
. to moral forces, since our responsibility is forever proved
‘real by what we are, and by what our condition brings.

' Neither Sophocles nor Shakspeare has fathomed the tra-

gedy of personal character which is involved in every step
1 Expedition' of Alesonder, vii. v il




of human Hprogrcss

obliged to accept tha! personal equation which interprets
both these elements by the conditions of the age and its
work; 'its suscephbilities of pain and pleasure, good and
ill; 'its alternatives of choice; its ideal hopes, which direct
| the currents of .ndividual aim; and the infinite stress of
_its dnvisibie forces, which must smooth their own most
destructive track through the natures they have them-
' selves prepared to be their instruments. ‘Even contem-
‘porary history records only the striking facts, the patent
results, and these inaccurately at best: their causes and
© conditions and their spiritual quality, in the minds of the
actors, lic mainly beyond its ken.  If a past age cannot
give these elements for judging its own leaders, our later
times must supply them in part, by discerning the extent
to which: those leaders were, as they largely must have
bee11, representatives of the age, as we now comprehend
it, =~ their characters and conduct the work of its hand.
In the case of Alexander, we have the most conspicuous
instance in history of the representation in one man's life
and destiny of the power of an age to shape its instrument
to its own historic purpose. In him its constructive as
well as its destructive energies found play. And in our
 respect for the criticism which he received through all
the glamour of his success, we cannot forget that the

very historical conditions which rendered such criticism

possible were in part resulis of the stimulus given by
him to moral forces of which he was no mere passive
instrument, but to some extent 4 conscious and earnest
producer, He who can effect the advance to an ethical
standard higher than his own conditions allowed, and capa-
ble of bringing his own life into judgment, i3, even on that

L »

. gi‘andeur of the end cau;' !
absorb the angm:sh with wlmch we must contempla.te ‘the
- actual implications of every great historic function. And
- our judgment alike of the suffering and the shamel is




| an _deal factor inthe ethu:al education of mankmd_-.'
'And whlle we willingly hr.ar Juvenal and, Lucian satirize.

" his claim to divinity,! and the sophist Theocritus with keen

wit tell his friends to “keep up their hcarta‘ so long as
they see the gods dying sooner than men;” while we re-
spond to the somewhat rhetorical protest of Seneca, against
the eternum crimen, the death of Callisthenes, as sufficient
in liis opinion to outweigh everything that could be said
r ¢ the first of generals and kings,”?— we must interline
these and similar criticisms with the half-conscious  testi-
mony of their authors to the justice of even an Tranian
hero-worship in his case.. The supposed audacity of
claiming the name and honor of a god is somewhat
modified by the practical resemblance of most of the
Greek gods to men; by the frequency of a supposed title
to divine descent; and by the traditional habits of Oriental
aliegiance.  Arrian says distinetly that the “adoration”
given was “ after the Persian manner.” It was the Greek
custom, as we know, for great families to claip descent
from the gods; and Alexander had been taught to trace
his own through three lines of demi-gods to Jupiter him-
self?  Lucian’s Diogenes in Hades snecers at the “king of
kings,” — “ So you too are dead like the rest of us!” bat
his own impartial Minos decides that Alexander is greater
than Scipio or Hannibal, great as they are.* Juvenal and
Seneca, writing from the abstract ethical standpmnt lose
some of their force as soon as we reflect on the historical
relations and conditions which they wholly leave out of
sight. - Arrian, whose version of Callisthenes’ courageous
rebuke of Alexander's pretensions to deity gives this phi-
losopher the highest claim on our sympathy, nevertheless
thinks he was justly odious to the king for his stiff and

1 Batire, x. | Dialogue, xix.
2 Quarstiones Naturales; vivag. See Avrian, iv, 10, £y, 14
5 Arrian, iv, 10, & Dialogue, xviii, xix,




sour ways, and that his own conduct greatly strengthened
the suspicions to which he fell a victim? Neither this
‘nor apy other acts of violence of which he allows his
hero to have been guilty, prevented Arrian from affirm-
ing that in comparison with his great and laudable atts
his vices were few and trifling; that he cannot but have
been the special instrument of a divine care; that no one
was ever comparable with him; that he was strictly ob-
servant of his own promises, vigilant to detect the treach-
ery of others, and “as indifferent to the pleasures of the
body, as he was insatiable in the desires of his mind.”?
Curtius, who' charges Alexander with extreme injustice
and cruelty towards Callisthenes, “ for which he sought
“to make amends by a repentance which came too late,”?
has, notwithstanding this, put upon his lips the most effec-
tive defences of his policy and conduct, and praises the
noble qualities of his heart, - his constancy, clemency,
good faith, and self-restraint in all pleasure, making only
one exception, “an inexcusable passion for wine.”*  As to
this affair of Callisthenes, it is to be remembered that Avis-
totle had warned his friend that his sharp tongue would
probably bring him to an early death,® and that he had ‘the
name of being capable of making Alexander a god in his
writings, and yet joking ‘at his divinity among his friends.®
The horrible cruelties said by some to have been inflicted
on him are simply incredible and absurd. Lucan, in the
effort to set off his own. divinity, Julius Casar, calls the
Macedonian “a conquering brigand; ” 7 yet his Caesar cares
more for visiting this “ brigand’s” grave than for anything
else in Alexandria; and his own Roman pride is mortified

1 Eapeditions of Alexander, iv. 11, 12, B Ibid , vil. 28, 2g.

& History of Alexander the Greal, viii, B, & Thid, w7

8 Diogenes Laertius @ Life of Ayéstotle.

8 Chassang 3 fislosre Ju Komas, Arrian (iv. 8) adaits that he was occasionally subject
to this passion, to which he nseribes the killing of Clitus,

7 Lucan: Pharsaiia, bk. x,
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i the r{féésibn_:that a.single'prpv.ihCe of the "._‘ bri'g"an'd‘g._
| empire is great enough to defy the imperial arms. Or

| what credit shall we accord to Curtius, when in the same

breath with his praises of this hero of his romance for
selforestraint in all pleasures but wine, he describes him

as having kept three hundred and sixty concubines, and B

given' himself up to debauchery among the courtesans
of Persepolis? ! : _

The Zovoastrian priesthood put Alexander in hell for
‘burning the ‘ Nosks” of the Zend-Avesta at Persepolis,
pretending to account in that way for the supposed dis-
appearance of their sacred volume till the time of the
Sassanides, and charge the destruction of that splendid
‘city, as does Curtius also, upon a drunken debauch, in
which Alexander was incited to the act by the courtesan
Thais? But the best authorities agree that only the palace
with its environs was burned, and this as a foolish act of
requital for Xerxes' pillage of Athens; 8 and there are am-
ple proofs that Perscpolis was a flourishing city from the
time of Alexander to the age of Julian! Equally unhis-
torical is the story that the writings of Zoroaster were
destroyed by Alexander, since the religious books of the
Persians were used by Hetmippus a century afterwards.
They were in fact destroyed by Mahometan fanaticism nearly
a thousand years after Alexander's time. It was contrary
to his fixed policy and his natural ‘instinct to treat native
literatures and faiths otherwise than with respect. In spite
of the odsum theologicum of the Zoroastrians, ten Persian
poets have sung the « Alexander-Saga.” o

It were well for the fame of the conqueror if the sack of
Tyre and the enslavement of its population, the massacres
and executions in India and Bactria, and above all the

L History of Alexander the Great, V. 7. * Jhid.

8 Diodorus, xvii. 2, -Arran, it 8. Plutarch 1 Liz of Alpxander (Strabin). |

4 Diodorus, tix. 22, 2 Maccabees, % 11 dmmiarics Miswcellinug, xaiy g | Avrian,
Vi 300




“homicide of Clitus, the death-warrants of Philotas and Par+
. m¢énio, could be disposed of as easily as the conﬂagrmon
. of the Persian capital. It is no part of our purpose to
. discuss the various and contradictory accounts of many
of these apparent atrocities; the testimony is too strongto

be dismissed, that here were deeds that would shame 'the

" noblest record. Some of the palliations that have been
offered for them are not wanting in force,— such as the ex-

asperation of obstinate conflict, and the extremity of per-

sonal peril, — though by far the strongest is the universal

testimony that his violent acts were generally the result of

sudden frenzy, and succeeded by equally violent remorse.!
But if we abandon the disgraceful tradition that this son

. of the gods was in the habit of brawling with his friends
over their cups, we are thrown back on the worse alterna-
tive that his patoxysms of rage had not even the éexcuse
of drunkenness, Scandal-mongers, flatterers, false wit-
nesses, ambitious companions, old national grudges (as
. against Persepolis and Tyre), plotters against his life? the
passions of his followers, the unbridled rage of his soldiery,
the demands of turbulent Macedonian chiefs to judge and
senfence suspected  persons, the necessity of sharp and
decisive blows in case of rebellion or treachery, ~— all must
. take their share of responsibility for these acts, and it is
assuredly not a small one. .But these associations were

simply the natural drasmatis persone of the play., How

could a man in any age of the world command divine

honors to be paid not ‘only to himself but to his friends,

boasting that he was not only a god but could make gods,?

without bringing such furies of temptation and torment as

those around him in hosts?  Arrian tells us he promised
Cleomenes that if certain temples to Hephastion in Egypt

1 See especially Justin, xii, 6.
# Arrian tells us that a plot was really formed to kill Alexander, in which Philotas was

concernied ; aod thay it was discovered through Prolemy. ZExpedition of Alexander, V. 13
8 Luciun, i
"



Uiy gwe u¢h lmense to a man of crnel usposrtion," addcs the i
hlstunaﬁ, “admits of no excuse.’!  One fact remains,
 after all has been said, — Alexander was the spoiled child

of success. . The confusion of his biographers as to his
'charactcr arises from the fact that his character chancred e

and at cvery phase made such. powerful assertion of itsclf
that every phase seemed  equally’ valid. | It has been
allowed by all, that contact with Asiatic tas'cc and colossal
tt;mptatlonb gradually corrupted the simplicity of his Greele
n’atu're. The treachery of friends and officials, too, de-
stroyed his faith in others,  After such experiences, ** he
became more and more ready to give credit to accusations,
and inflict severest punishments on sh;,htest offenders, on
suspicion of plotz, it R

 Here on the soil of Iran the worsi-up of persanal Will
roge to its absolute idea by the very nature of men and_
things, and the human master could not stop short of
pronouncing hmmelf a god. We cannot but think thatl
this latér consummation of his life has been transferred
to its begmnmg, in fabtemng such precocious egotlsmsl iy
upon his youth as the saying that “heaven could not suf-
fer two suns, nor earth fwo. masters; "% or the complaint
that “out of the infinite number of worlds, he could not
be master of one.”® This would be preternatural in the
ba'y—prmce of a petty kingdom; but it can hardly be

. called ‘audacity in one who had actually swept the civil-

ized world with his conquering sword. S0y
1t would seem that the laws of human progress were b
reSponsﬂaIe for the Oriental worship of Alexander. Na- |

" ture had produced a man-child fit for that personal 1deali

g Ex,k;!dmu of Alexander, vii, 23,
* Bainta-Croix 1 £ ramen des anciens hisioriens 44 {unmfﬂ-ﬂ’c-r"rmed, P 276
B Arrian, vil. 41, + Diodorus, xvii. g4,
5 Blutarch: De Tranguillitate Animi, iv,




mx.mcm, tfom:ms{

 through which alone man could advance to a werld-m __"1-
ization. The tribes must have been less or more than
human not to bave adored Alexander. A century before
his accession Macedonia was scarcely a State; its petty
princedoms were in feudal strife; ity fow towns were held
by southern Greeks) its kings were regarded as barbarous
(chiefs, though claiming to be of Argive descent. At the
death of Philip it had mastered Greece by policy and war;
and Greek culture had penetrated it, in spite of more than
one threatened return to barbarism.  Yet it seemed on the
point of d}amtcgr'ttloxl. Alexander succeeded to a throne
whose occupancy was usually determined by assassination.
. He inherited an empty treasury, royal domains mortgaged
. for a heavy debt, and the charge of a mother whose ex-
travagance was only equalled by the evil fame which threw
suspicion on the legitimacy of her son. His early habits
of frugality could have had no worse impediment than her
pampering hands,  The mountain tribes were preparing
to revolt. Subject Greece was discontented, Sparta hos-
tile, Athens intriguing with Persia to seize the moment of
a change of kings “ to check and depress the rising king»
‘dom.” = But Alexander proved his descent from Jove, He
instantly passed every barrier, mastered Pan-Hellenes and
Amphictyons, received from both councils higher honors
than his father had; and, aided by a sagacity in choice
of counsellors as great as his energy in the field, at once
created an impression of majesty that made his visible
presence needless, and allowed him to turn with all his
resources to the punishment of the Persian King.

And these resources were all original.  His Asiatic vic-
tories were not won by veteran Greeks! Scarce one of
his generals was of the old Greek stock; they were Mace-
/donians, as was the mass of his army, The tactics and the
battle-order of Alexander were, like sverything he effected,

L Artian : fudicay capy xviil E)
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volutions on the traditmnal method I"Ie made the old
phalanx mobile, armed it with the long spear, and, while
. drawing forth its utmost capacities, supplied its defects with
' corps of light infantry and cavalry trained to manceuyre on
any ground, and to match the dash of their leader in scour-

ing the deserts and surprising armies and towns. Before '

| the ‘masterly combinations of this earlier Napoleon, no’
! Asiatic army, however immenss, could stand. And every
*resistless line of steel moved, after all, within his single heart
. ‘and brain. | It was these that made void every obstacle, —
" 'the jealous chiefs and turbulent soldiery; the Bactrian
--"s_,nc)ws- and mountain passes; the terrible heats, droughts,
and famines of the Gedrosian coast; the numerous satraps,
watching for chances to start rebellions and set up gov-
ernments for themselves; the vast populations of ancient
cities and countries.  Amidst it all, this band of conquerors
moved like some volcanic wave, confident as though on
their own soil. It is impossible to mistake the source of
their inspiration; nothing like it has been seen, perhaps,in
military history, Exposing himself to the extreme of peril,
wotunded again and dgam, directing every detail of per-
sonal government; and, in spite of all occasional excesses,
chooamg always the short path to victory, and combmmp‘
‘the elements of every situation with far-sighted policy to
‘the accomplishment of a purpose that grew vaster with
| every step, ~—to all human conception, in that day, Alex-
ander verily acted the god. When his life was despaired
of, the panic of the little army, so audacious in his strength,
‘was equalléd only by its grief; and when, as if by miracle,
“he was preserved again and again, it seemed to their deli-
rious joy that Earth and Heaven waited on his will!  The
muarch bick' to the Phoenician coast-cities, and the slow
sicge of Tyre were not the waste of time and strength
they seemed; % they gave him that command of the sea

1 Arrian, vi\ 13 T Ihid., o1y,




. without which he was lost. ‘Striking at once at the great
| cities, as il devoid of prudence, he really gained the fame of
a deliverer and the greater prestige of centralized power.

. ¢/ Lavish to his soldiers, often magnanimous to his foes;
considerate of differences that called for distinctions 'in
treatment of persons; master of the arts of pleasing and
rewarding, — Alexander knew how to ‘unite the paternal
spirit of the great Cyrus with a serene assumption of right-
ful ownership in all Asia, which seemed to make doubt of

the claim a crime. It is related that hie at first forbade

. 'his soldiers to plunder ‘the conquered nations, because
| these were their own countrymen; and the story at least
perfectly illustrates his attitude, which was the most effec-
tive possible, even in a strategic point of view. « His man-
" agement of the Greek States during the Asiatic campaigns
| was masterly ; onthe one hand, losing no opportunity of
winning their gratitude by restoring their exiles, releasing
' their envoys to Darius after Issus, liberating and honoring
their Tonian cities, sending trophies to their temples, pay-
_ing devotion to their traditional gods and heroes every-
| where, and specially encouraging the democratic spirit, as
in his present to Athens of the statues of the patriot tyran-
nicides, Harmodius and Aristogeiton ; while, on the other
hand, keeping in custody the Spartan agents at the Persian
Court (the Greeks who had entered Persian service after
the 'league between Greece and Macedon) as hostages
for the fidelity of their countrymen at home? He dis-
cerned that the part of pacificatop among nations and

S races was at once the true function of a hero, and the only
b path to universal empire. And this double motive explains
his assumption of Oriental forms and manners; his amal-
s gamation of Greeks and Asiatics; his itraining hosts of

Asiatic youths. (Epigoni) in Greck disciplines; ® his per-

1 Ibid., i, 15 3 L g0 dil 24

1 Arrian, is 18, €93 ill. 24, 27; iv. 2t
i 8. Ibid., wii, 6. i




ALEXANDER TII]:. GREAT

N refuﬂal to grahfy his Macedomans to the: barnﬁc‘_
of the conquered fribes and chiefs; and the energy with! |
which he suppressed, their discontents on' this score, es-
pecially at Opis, crowning his success with a grand .Fcas_t
of Reconciliation, celebrated with religious rites and joyful
.games e )
| Conquest develops a Scamp Jupiter " out of an
Apollo; ‘but we cannot refuse Alexander the credit of
having recognized somicthing of the function ‘which' his
- conquests were to fulfil in human history. He was no
yulgar marauder. | His tastes were for the society of schol-
ars, the 'books and 'the men whom all ages revere,  He
had thought and studied, and knew what his own age had
| to teach and to transmit. In the uncertainty resting on
all ‘individual statements about him, it is of great signifi-
‘cance that on'this point all testimonies agree, ‘' Puer
acerrimis literarum studiis eruditus,” says Justin.  Pliny
makes him' the centre of ‘art and artists, and supplics one
of the finest symbols in the history of literature when he
' pictures him putting the poems of Homer in the costliest
casket he could find among his Persian spoils® We are.
told that he often cited verses of Euripides, sometimes large

portions of his dramas af once; that he enjoyed Pindar’s .

lyrics, and chose Achilles among the heroes of the Iliad, |
as was natural enough. ' He invaded Persia,” says Plu-
tarch, ““ with greater assistance from' Aristotle than from

Philip.”® And if we go over the ethical and political =

ideas of the Stagirite, we shall find that the statement is
not without confirmation in much of Alexander's history*

4 Arrian, viio 11 Disdorns Siculus,
2 Pliny : Maturad History, vii, 30
|8 M That Aristotle actompaniéd Mlexander, or that plants and animaly wers sent to him
for examination from digtant districts, i= mere @'k, Arstotle confined himself to the' kuowl-
| edge of his own day, and was convineed that this was all that was of real importance to solve
all the principal problems,”"— Lange : Hdstory of Materialism, i. 850 Wesimeinster Review,
TJoly, 1881, !
 Polities, w, 133 vi, & il 15, 16, 175 1 3,4 Eddion vili. roy 125 075 iy 15 % 20




i '--.'fhe c:lezu dlstmctmm betw&‘cn a tyrant 3“‘3 a I«.:mg he

assertion of moral responmblhty in king and pcopln.'al___e,'

of limits to monarchmal power, of the right of all men to
be well governed; the wise praises of modc_:atlon, and
warnings against enslavement to passion; the dcmr}crcmc
bias, marred though it is by the advocacy of sl;wery as an
appointment of Nature; above all, the praise of mftliect
‘and of living for the best idea, — these clements. of the

Aristotelian. doctrine may well have had their influence, in.

producing many of; the noble purpoqes and acts rccorded
‘of Alexander ‘in the: carlicy part of his career. Intellec-

 human interest he probably was far beyond his master.

. Of Alexander no praise scems to have been thought ex-
travagant.. To a poet who did not meet appreciation one .

said, “ Hadst thou lived when Alexander lived, for every
“verse he would haye given thee an island or a territory.”

His person was the despair of artists, till one said, * T will,

compass it; 1 will shape Mount Athos into Alexander's
likeness, with feet reaching to the seas, with a fair city in
his left hand, and his right pouring as constant drink a
great river into the waves.” But Alexander said, * Let
Athos alone; it is already a monument of vanquished

: taally an apt pupti in instincts of liberty and breadth of

%

vanity, Our portrait the snowy Caucasus, the towering

‘Fmodon, the Tanais, and the Caspian shall draw.”!  “I¥
was happier than other conquerors,” writes Pausanias, ‘* in
that his felicity was least of all assisted by treachery.” %
The tribute of the historian of Egypt, that we trace his

conquering march in that country, “ not: by ruin, misery,

and anarchy, but by the building of cities, the adminis-
| tration of justice, the growth of leaning,”? is, notwithstand-
ing the exceptions we have mentioned,in great degree true
of his whole career. |

L Platarch: Fordune o7 Virtue of A kxxamfcr
it & Jiinerary; or Deseription of Greecs, vii. 1o,
- 8 Sharpe: Egysr (English edition, 1840) py 136 o



and the métrument between v. hy hc Was' and what was i
done thfough him.  Such poin’ 11 of contact there must
alw*ty‘; be, or the contiuity of lstoric cause and effect
would be broken. Sainte-Croix, - Hlose studies of the bio-

- aphers of Alexander aré more ‘raluable for comparison
[ P P

of evidences as to' facts than for criticism of motives or

opinions, makes light of the idea that he was moved by
| any universal ideas or noble purposes whatever': * nothing
. but one man’s unscrupulous ambition conquered the world,

It is impossible to believe that the unquestionably direct
cffects of this all-embracing mastérship are traceable to' a
personal’ cause so ignoble. To refute ity we need not rely
“on his reputation with every biographer for occasional acts
or constant habits of heroism; on his sparing the tombs of
patriot-dead at Thebes, h1s sending prisoners and exiles o
their homes, his generosity to the family of Darius, his |

“courteous and honiorable treatment of noble women coin-

mitted to his caré, his agony at the death’ of his friends,

his temorse fot his own excessés? | There afe stories by
the best authorities that show hlm wittching all myht G
cold and’ peril beside his old preceptor, who had fallen’

exhausted in the wilds of Anti-Libanus, and by personal’

| attack on a hostile camp securing the means of preserv-

ing his life; pouring away the water sent liim by his

thirsty soldiers in a terrible drought, saying, “ If 1 alone
drink, these good men will' be dispirited; " # drinking a
potion’ before the facd of the physician who had prepared
it, after having shown him a letter in which he was charged
with intent to poison;* telling a queen who had addressed
his friend IIcpha.stton as the king, that she was rlght “for
this man aleo {8 Alexander;” persisting in disbelief of

LV E xamen des anciens hitoriens d' Alrxandre-le-Grand,
3 Pousanias: Bweficay xli.  Qunintus Curting, v, 5.

¥ Plotarch ¢ Life off A lexander.

* Avridn, i 4




' otk that told bittey ond his, faith in men  Plutarch

yentures to report as fim' him such rare sayings as these:
| 4There is something wble in hearing oneself ill-spoken
| of, when one is doing willl;”  God is the common faf%njer
of men, but specially of the good.” - G,
Nothing can deprive jAlexander of the gloty of having
aimed with enthusiasm, if not with constancy, at uniting
mankind in following out the possibilitics of progress in
that wonderful age. In this form of imperial influence he
_instinctively led the way, in his passion for the ideal
 State throwing aside the social distinctions founded by
Avristotle on slow inductions from the past. We may well
‘believe the tradition that in making Greek and Barbarian
equal before the law, he acted against the philosopher’s
specific counsel! A striking illustration of this policy
was his permitting his cpponents in Greece to abide by
the decision of the Amphictyogs, instead of having them
sent to Macedon for trial? He won the hearts of the
Egyptians by granting independent government by native
tulers, and in accordance with national customs and laws;
and charmed their priesthood by offering worship in the
temple of the national god, as his son, after the manner
of the ancient kings? He in fact sought to accomplish
in the political world what Aristotle pursued in the scien-
tific only, How much finer than Napoleon’s reconstruction.
of (he map of Burope in his own dynastic interests, under
the name of popular rights, was Alexander’s establishment,
at every commanding point in Egypt and Asia, of cities
that should be nurseries in Greek cultore for States re-
manded to native rulers and under free governments!
Here the splendid intellectual and political genius of
Hellas mingled with Oriental passion and imagination, to

1 Plutavch : Forfune ox Virtue of Alexander, i 6 :
o Ppajsaniasy vii. 1o, 8 Sharpe ¢ Hgygidar !mcr:}du‘a.-gs.
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'-‘mltmta thc best elements of modern science and fasth 1,-' i
Cand especially the all-creative sense of wnity ahd witver-

"s:..iujf, whose far-brought germs have grown to maturity

.only it 'out day. The Neoplatomc and Jewish elements,
combined in Alexandria to give early Christianity its power
of ﬁ,xpanb:c-n and adaptablllty to the demands of thought,
‘and to free it from its' original narrowness of »cope,
were brought together by this mighty centralizing force,
Perhaps no point in the history of that transition has
greater interest than the profound connection of the Al
exandrian philosophy with Oriental conceptions of men.
archy, as scen in the imperialism of its First Principle
~an essence lying behind all human experience, above
all conceivable processes of life, and uniting Greek science
Cwith a mediatorial conception of ascending grades and
orders of function towards the unapproachable One?
This speculative idea the growth of Alexander's empire
fiad made the palpable suggestion of experience. On a
quite different track the influence of these conquests was
almost equally important. Absorbing all political ambi-
tions in centralized forces, personal and organic, they left
freer play for private and domestic interests, and led to
a greater recognition of them in literature® The New:
Comedy, one of the most fruitful sources of the study
of human nature andt social elements in all history, arose
~after Alexander had braught the exciting conflicts of races
and States into quict, 50 far at least as the above sugges-
tion of unity and order in the political sphere could be so
‘called; and this not only without destroying freedom of
speech’ and of study, but by greatly encouraging it.* '

But Alexander did not merely found cities, whose free
. caltures were germs of future civilization; he personally
provided such cities with men who proved competent to

1 See Zeller's Stoics, p. 15 (Enghsh edition). 2 Ihid., p. 34
8 Ibid; p, 18 4 Chassang: Fistoire ou Roman, pp. 3%, 434
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build institutions that. were themselves civilizations, = the

; Museum of Al@:&_{andri'a and the Lyceum of A&hcn$l‘ht.

' weight of his name protected the free thought of Avis-
totle at the Lyceum; for the great teacher was con-
demned for  blasphemy . immediately after Alexander’s
' death} ‘The immense pecuniary aid and the thousands
'\ of collaborators, which Pliny reports him o have given!
Aristotle for the collection of scientific material, may be

‘an exaggeration, especially as his physical works show "
it g)it'acqtiéiﬂta!‘¢¢. w_i_lt_'_h"? Asiatic plants and animals, and
© .re probably written, in part at least, before Alexander's

| campaigns; but the story is trize so far as this, — that the

' Indian campaign, especialty, was the source of a flood of

| writings on physical geography and natural history.? | At
his touch, harvests of historians, scholars, naturalists, mor-
alists, and generals sprang up on Iranian soil. Ptolemy
Soter, the regenerator of Lgypt, one of the greatest of
sovereigns, whose glory consisted in carrying out Alexan-
der's system of freedom, mildness, and equity, and his love

of philosophy and letters, was his intimate  friend, and

perhaps a near relative, A scholar, as well as statesman,
he wrote his biography, and ‘was in every sense his best
successor: not least so in this, that, in conjunction with
Demetrius Phalereus, he platned and instituted the Mu-
seum of Alexandria, and made it the intellectual centre
of the age. ; _

~As the opener of the East to free government and scien-
tific study, Alexander might well arouse the enthusiasm of
his contemporaries; and not less ‘as the pio.né_cr of letters,
preparing the way for Homer, Aschylus, Sophocles, Pindar,
Plato, and Aristotle. But there is a splendor of prophecy
not to be described, in the influences that flowed back from
this Iranian throne upon the Western warld.

1 Gillies, p. 24
3 See B‘lainvjne: Histoird des Sq:_ichs' de U Organisation, i\ 305 4




'ALEXANDER THE GREAT.

M Arl‘ab;a, In'clia, Persia, Egypt, Palestine, Greece, were the
--'-EEcumemcdi Council to initiate these influences, centring
(in the purpose of this human Jove and the grander pur-
pose that wrought at once beyond and through his will.
_'ASIa was not the mere corrupter of Greece, her Oriental
Jsiven of luxury and slavery. = By his radiant march through
Iran, and by the voyage of his admiral through the Indian
seas, —which he proposed to follow up by opening the
:huphratvs and: Persian Gulf, if not by circumnavigating
Arabia, and exploring the Euxine, — what an empire
of new knowledge, geographical, physical, ethnological,
stimulated every human faculty, and impelied to induc-
tive 'generalization as the only way of dealing with the
materials! The spaces of Nature were doubléd, and her
borders set forward from the Zagros Mountains to the
heart of India and the Scythian wilds of the North.
‘Science  became  encyclopedic, a sceker of classes and
wholes. Diodorus, Erato::thenes Strabo, Pliny, and Ptals
emy, begcame possible. It reached eastward, and the dis-
tant Ceylon was found to be an island only. It began to
conjecture inhabited lands i the Western sea that rnwfht
- cpmplete the circuit of the globe, to strike out universal

laws, to separate trith from mythology; and a wendrous

series of cosmical discoveries ensued.? The commerce
- opened between Alexandria and India, and the embassies
of the Seleucida, brought Greek astronomy into the Hin-
du schoals, themselves already flourishing.® Greek terms
. abounded; obligations to Greek teachers are confessed;
.and the achievements of those apt scholars became in
turn the sources of astronomical knowledge to the Arabs

of Bagdad, by whom ancieut science was passed down to
modern times.  Still fertile in errors, as was natural in this'
fresh expansion of its realm, the imagination received

1 Phny Nalural Flistory, vi. 24. 2 Humboldt ; Cosmear, ii. 147.
3 Weber: History of Indian Lilerature, p.ass.




from the vast prospect ‘of colossal mountains, varied cli-

| 'mates, products, ‘races, religions, which this man's cagle
eye traced ouf;, an impillfse unexampled in history. ke
‘the. same toment serious and free criticism began in the
necessity of testing traditional beliefs by comparison with
the new treasures brought by the higher authority of fact.

In his striking description of certain aspects of these con-

quests in relation to the study of the physical world, Hum-
 boldt mentions the immense step taken, mainly through
. Aristotle, in * the formation of ‘a scientific lamguage.”t
00 Most impressive of all the results of the Macedonian
' conquests, and the spirit in which they were pursued, was

the inevitable suggestion of a universal citizenship in the
great republic of Huamanity, whose common interests no
aatural barriers could longer hide. The sublime outlook of

Stoicism: its city of God; its brotherhood of nations: its
7 absolute trist in natural order; its regeneration of Roman

law by humanity and justice; its correction of Christian
other-worldliness by acceptance of human destiny, flowed
directly from the bivouacs of this great soldier on the
Iranian plains.?

It does not belong to the plan of our work to enter into
the development of the historic causes and effects, which are
here affirmed only as bearing on our more extended theme,
of which they form but a section. Enough has been said
to show that the rapidity of these changes was a flash of
Iranian fire. Tt demonstrated also that Alexander was the
swifi-moving focus of vast tendencies, of which his age was
the natural climate and soil. . His campaigns were over in

A Cosmas, it t4g-165 (Eaglish edition )

2 No one has more strikingly recoguized these Lendencies in the very necessities of his-
toric cause and effect than Merivale in his little work, * The Conversion of the  Ronan
Empire,”?  Yet he has greatly marred the value of his testimony by depreciating these ten-
dencies of Nature in view of # supposed supernatural transformation of them in the persou
of Jesus Christ, Nbr does he, us it seems to nie, appreciite Alexander's consciois purpose
in this unifying work, = Lecture iii.

tearly a1l tha most important Staico before the (Tiristian era belong by birth to Asia
Minor, to Sgrin, and to the islands of the Easterm Acchipslago,”— Zeller's Stoics, p.47



Tfounded and l'ud out in the shape ct' hlS Macedeman cleék. ..
“and made the representative of his purposes and his name,

~ was the open gate of intellect, commerce, and fa:th, to a

new cycle of human growth. _

There is no evidence to confirm the tradttlon that he died
by poison; ! but much reason to believe that Arrian is right
in saying that he foresaw that his successors would perform
his obsequies in blood.?  The magnificent funcral car moved
across the continents from Babylon to Egypt, bearing the
dead form of the master of civilizations to his rest beside
the sacred Nile; ® around it hovered the awe of myriads,

‘who believed, so says the tradition, that he still wore the
“hue of life, still sat crowned and on his golden throne, and
wag sure to smite to earth the impious one who should dare
to touch. his) Majesty. For nearly a thousand years the
cultus of his divinity survived in Egypt. Yet no picture
or statue remains.! Other gods came, whose disciples
could endurc no rival names. The pictures of Augustus
were put by Claudius in place of those of Alexander.
We shall not see that majestic statue, by Lysippus, which
was said to have made men tremble® The Christians
of Alexandria destroyed his tomb, But how slight is
what men can do to build or destroy a name, compared
with the worlc of ideas and principles that have ages for
their servants and history for their fruits !

~ The ages of exclusiveness, national and religious, were
passing away, The communion of races made inevitable
a new historic birth. In Antioch and Alexandria and
Rome, Jew and Gentile, bond and free, Barbarian and
Greek, were now to know themselves as children of com-
mon relations, reaching beyond the borders of nations, con-
tinents, oceans, mountains, and deserts that had seemed

¥ Bep Arrian, vil. 27, 2 Thid., vil. 26.

1 Diodorus Siculus, & Sninte-Croix, p. tob.
» & Plutarch, ' See Sainte-Croix, p. 490




RIS ! ! 5

Kimidhie llmlt‘i of the worl‘d i Nature, humamty, umty, ‘brothet-'

“1 hood; were ‘syllables shapmg on the winds, blow 'tb.ey‘"-"

| 'whence  they would Iatt,l Judaism, C hristianity, and |

- Islam were to find their way prepared ; the universal ele-
ments were ready to bear these religious harvests, and ldw.

" and science and’ philosophy and all secular culture wWere

assured. | Three hundred years had. passed since 'Cyrus.

| turned the waters of the river of Babylon; when Alexan-

. der left an empite to his successors, which added to the

_ . Pérsian those worids of mtellectual promlse,-—— Iz.gypt and'

O Cereeciy | '

1 Now again a mwhty force of personal will gathers and"'

\directs the currents of progress through the ideal prestige

it can command.) Other like forms of personal worship

- follow; for this was the condition of progress that opened

© with the mind of Iran. But all were involved in what had
already been done.  The veil that had hid the tribes of

the earth from each other had already been rent; and the
light shone, east and west, over the whole heavens of
mind. : ! '







THE SASSANTAN EMPIRE.

WHAT would have been the destiny of the Persian

empire had Alexander lived to complete his plans

for making Babylon the organic centre of a new civilization,

and transmitting his magnificent prestige in this permanent

form, may be partially conjectured. His Oriental synipa-

thies, his constructive capacity, and that of the remarkable

group of thinkers and workers whom he had gathered

around him; the vast antiquity of Asiatic traditions, and

their common allegiance to this focus of cultures; the com-

mercial advantages of the Euphrates valley, and tle long-

established lines of communication which gave Babylon a

commanding voice through the ancient world, — would

doubtless have preserved the continuity of the Persian State,

and concentrated upon that historic region much of the

intellectual and political significance which after the decline

~of Greece fell to the lot of Alexandria and Rome. Helle-
nic wisdom, forsaking the ruined republics, and gathering

on its eastward track the splendid relics of Ionian culture,

* would have brought thither its best philosophy and science
to mingle with the moral ardor and sensuous idealism of
Mazdean worship. « The tribes of the East and the West
would  have gone up to Alexander's Babylon with that
Iranian passion for heroic personality, common to Persian
and Greek, which would have united their jealous individu-
alities and sunk their feudal independence in the pride of
universal empire,  Whether the corresponding demand for
religious unity, which was the all-controlling impulse of the
centuries succeeding Alexander, resulting in Neoplatonism




1 394 _
and Christianity, would not, under these conditions, have
found its centre in an Aryan rather than a Semitic faith,and
drawn its symbolism from the associations of Iran rather
than from thosé of Palestine and Arabia, is a guestion
not to be lightly answered in the negative, So plastic dre
special ‘religions to the forces of evolution, and so inter-
‘woven and mutually dependent did they become as a
result of the pericd_ to which we now refer, that the nat-
- ural selection of one or another of them as a basis for the
continuities of man’s spiritual progress depended very
" much on such external elements as geographical location
Land the set of social and political currents, = Science will
' not trace this selection, so far as it existed, to any extreme
. difference in their spiritual quality or even in their doctrinal
\form; while it overwhelmingly disproves the claim of any
one race or religion to have been the sovereign factor of
the highest elements of our civilization.
The Dualism of Mazdeism, its internecine war of God
and Satan, its intolerance of infidel and hostile wills in the
‘ame of purity, its energy of ethical motive and its enthu-
siasm for personal heroism, as well as its devotion to one
Supreme Person combining the pcw'ers of creation, preser-
vation, and destruction, were all directly in the same line
of religious development. Judaism-and Christianity were,
each in its way, equally dualistic.  The good and evil crea-
tions were arrayed against each other in the prophecies of
Isaiah and the Gospel of John as truly as in the Avesta of
 Zoroaster. . The monarchical God of Europe could have
been evolved from Ahuramazda, or the All-wise and
All-mighty, as well as from Jahveh, Allah, or the Abba
. Father of Christianity. Doubtless the form in which the
want of the Iranian world in Alexander’s time for such a
monarchical Will revealed in some visible or human way
for the world's deliverance would have been met, would
‘have differed from that in which Christianity met the same
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| demand tbree centuries later in the little province of the I

Roman State. But we may say, with equal truth, that the i il
revival of the great Oriental monarchy by ‘Alexander

might well have wrought changes in all Asia to the bor-
ders of the Great Sea, and in the relation of those States
to European history, which would have foreclosed the
Messianic tragedy preparing in the social, political, and
religious life of the Jewish people, Imagine the passion-
ate monotheism of those patriotic tribes put under the
fostering care of a new Cyrus and the spiritual provi-
dence of an idol-hating Ahura, instead of battling for its
vites, traditions, and holy places against the polytheism of
Greece and Rome. Imagine the faith of Ahuramazda
broadened'by-the confluence of civilizations, and the de-
velopment of Messianic Judaism drawn by his imperial
sway out of its exclusive nationality, and made impersonal
by prospects of moral and spiritual renovation for man-
kind, apart from the house of David and from visions of
“the end of this world, — and it is easy to see how changed
would have been the historical relations and associations
of moderncivilization, so that their lines would have run
back to quite other religious names and symbols of belief.
There was nothing in the Iranian deity which made such
world-influence impossible, and much that made it very
probable, in connection with the wonderful old city where
Jahveh himself was imbued with the larger life that was to

“eome of his loins. | All Asia, from the Hindu Koh to the

river of Babylon, had submitted to the heroic personality
of Alexander, and might have found in the religious tfa:
ditions of the empire a basis for those cosmopolitan
instincts which had long been working in the common
relations of the tribes to an earthly “king of kings.” A
monarchical religion was desired that should fully recog-
nize the great ethical conflict of good and evil, and be
reconcilable with the liberty of States, of chiefs, of tribes,




of traditions; a god commanding by his ideal purity and
energy the devotion of races that worshipped heroic Will,
. and believed in building a kingdom of heaven out of the
resources of this world, | Behind all dualistic mythalﬁg‘y,
magism, ritualism, spirit of conquest and sway, ‘this was
the essence of the Mazdean faith, upon which in large
| degree Alexander would have been forced to build his
empire,  What he might have cffected in associating it
with all future developmient, by union with the culture of
 Greece, and the communijon of races and beliefs, in the
city that had passed from Nebuchadnezzar to Cyrus, from
~ Bel to Ahuramazda, and opened her gates to the humani-
_ ties of Homer and the wisdom of Aristotle, is therefore
on the whole not to be determined from a mercly Semitic
of even Christian point of view., ' ._

But Alexander's purposes died with his last breath; and
the Macedonian princes who divided the yet unorganized
empire neither cherished those purposes nor were capable
of fulfilling them, Iranian religion, therefore; lost its dis-
tinguishable hold on the course of history, though! not its
real influence, as will hereafter appear.  The river of Maz-

" deism runs mainly underground for five hundred years, and
is hardly heard of till the day when the Sassanian Arde-
shir summoned it again to the throne of the East. But
was a revival so wonderful ever known, before of since?

A more complete disappearance than that of the ancient
faith of Tran during the reigns of the Macedonian and Par+
thian kings can hardly be imagined. The national legend
takes no account of this period. Firdasi merely says that
after Iskander “ light, turbulent, and bold princes seized on
the divided empire, and were called kings of the tribes;”
then passes directly to the birth of Ardeshir, whose origin
he traces to SAsan, a scion of the native royal family, the
. ancestor of a tribe of shepherds, poor and  straggling.
. iBrought up by Babek, king at Istakhar, this descqndant

b0 i
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of Isfehmyar reopens the heroic and patriotic myth or

the Selencide period, history has preserved little but i

wild phantasmagoria of shifting boundaries and fortunes,
presented by the | struggles | of half-a-dozen  princes
for the mastery of a dissevered empire, Of the condi-
tion of the Iranian population under Seleucus Nicator,
the greatest of these princes, whose dominions were al-
most ‘conterminous with the old Persian empire, we know
nothing: The Persian chroniclers' may ‘well ignore this
whole Seleucide period and that of the Arsacidae which
succeeded it. The Greek colonists took no interest in Maz-
deism, though all their native writers testify to the great
influence which Oriental astrology (or asteroscopy), under
the name of Magism, was exerting on the Hellenic mind.
Notices of Persian Dualism in the writings of Theopompus
and Plutarch,! of Pliny? and the Alexandrians, and the
increasing tendency of all the Greeks to refer the begin<
ning of their philesophic culture and the wisdom: of their
thinkers, old and new, to Zoroaster and his Magi, testify 3
to the profound intevest created not only by the com-
panions of Alexander, but by the whole intercourse of the
East and West after the fall of the Persian empire, ina
teligion which was really of their own brain and blood,
but more ‘suggestive ‘than their own of vast and subtile
forces awaiting the touch of the understanding and the
will. | But ‘great as was the world-historical interest of |
this period for the Mazdean faith, it depended, like the
expansion of every other religion, upon failure and death

on its own native soil, upon the transmission of its life

into new: forms and symbols, and the reaping of its hat-
vests by other hands. ' The Macedonian strangers in Iran
 had little interest in the ethical earnestness of the Avesta,

1 Plutarch : Fere and Qsivis 2 Pliny © Natural fistery, xex.
3 For o full account of these testimonies, see Rapp (eifschr. d. Dewtsch ;'F!or;,ma
Gasellseho wiv. v-3).




) ;ot'ner formq of f".:uth ’1 h-‘.“ tchglon of thc Part"hxa;ns', Whoﬂ'
soon: succeeded them, was a cultus of the elements,mof
the Turano-Scythic sort, Their, worsmp of ancestors,) ot'-_

. guardian genii, and of ‘the nmvenly bodies was ‘somie-

- what advanced by a mixture of certain Mazdean names
and associations, but had 11tt1e regard for others, ‘amqe:'.;.
they raised | temples and ' statues to Mithra, and carried
| images of their gods about as teraphlm‘ It was said of

f ;._:-Lhem by the Armenian writers, that they let the fire of

QOrmuzd go out; and their priesthood, may have been like |

bt '_'ﬁ'__;those Mtdlan Magi who conspired against Cambyses, and
_ _I.___-%ughr to supplant the priests (Athravand) of Ahura,  But
. they were certainly far from the intolerance of either party

in that earliee war, The ease with which Ardeshir accom-
plished the restoration of Mazdeism  after four hundred
years of Parthian rule, his immediate success in gathering
\@ host of Mobads (eighty thousand, it is said) from all
patts of the empire for this purpose, proves the full lib-
erty of the old faith to maintain itself among the peo-
plc ‘through the reign of this foreign dynasty, and that it
was in fact the popular religion of their dominions.
These Mobads, or Magi, whose name is never 'men-
tioned in the old Avesta where the priests are Athravas,
must have been either the representatives of the old Aves-
tan priesthood, rising all at once from' a state of semi-
repression under the warlike Parthian tribes,? or else the
Medo-Turanian priesthood must have been so modified by
contact with Mazdeism as to be readily transformed into
revivalists of Ahura at the summons of his apostle. The
spower of these Magi over the people, or as a social element,
must have been maintained at its height during this whole
petiod, since the revolution of Ardeshir was evidently

L Justin, xh, 3. Josephis { Frovisk Antfrpudties, ¥l 5 9.
? (ibbon : Roman Empire, chap. vili- 8



* an uprising of the Persian masses in: the name of Ahuraj

iand their representatives, ‘the Mobads, were assigned the il

foremost place in the new order of things, and became the

functionaries of ‘a compulsory State religion. . They col-

Jected ‘and restored the old Avesta, and translated it from
' their original ancient Bactrian into the Pehlevi, or current
language of the (Parthian) empire. It is not casy to sce
how the Mazdean faith  could have survived in western
Iran without the aid of its sacred booksj yet if the old
Bactrian hiad been comprehended by the people, why was
it necessary to translate them into Pehlevi? = There is no
way of accounting for the facts, but to supposc that there
were other methods of transmitting the doctrine and rites
. in the absence of original records, ~—such as oral traditions,
fragmentary collections of hymns and precepts, embody-
ing the substance of the faith, immemorial forms inter-
woven with social and domestic life, and including all, the
undying love of a people for beliefs that were the natural
ottcome of their inward life. - Here was a force ‘of resist-
ance capable of preventing any foreign influence from
doing morc than to overlay this: nataral religion with new
details without altering its spirit, though the language of
its recotds had become obsolete. The later portions, of
the Avesta, with their elaborate ritnalism, are sufficient
evidence of such forcign accessions and changes during

the period preceding Ardeshir, which the presence of the | i i

old Gathds at Jeast would have foreclosed.  The heroic
national legends, as collected by Fird(si as late as the
Mahometan period, show how much of the oldest my-
thology of the faith is still traceable: in strong outline
through the whelming vicissitudes of thirteen centuries.
Such ‘was the hold of the law of Ahuramazda upon
the people of Iran through these five hundred years of
foreign dominion. If the “fire” of that deity “had be-
come extinct,” it was not because the Parthian had directly




I _supplfmted it by other ﬁres, thcugh he had lost hzs sacre i
regard for it sufﬁc:ently to burn the dead even,! but bes

' cause the rule of a tribe of Turanian nomads, living on

horseback, and devoted to aggressive warfare, had dmcaur—
~aged those national and personal traditions on whose au-~

" thority it had come to rest, and by whose exclusiveness it
had been fed. The revolutio_n..proved that the religious
' conscience of the Mazdeans had not been suppressed.

‘Had it even been outraged 7 To the honor of their =

§ Scythlc origin? the Parthians were tolerant of all fires of
faith, The Jews grew strong enough in Babylon rand
| Nisibis, under their eyes, to rebel against them.®  Jahveh,
Ormuzd,; Christ, even Bel and Buddhd, dwelt side by side
- with the Parthian Mithra, and the worship of teraphim with'
that of the sun and moon. In Osrhoéne, Christianity was

a State religion. Edessa was a fountain of Christian learn-

‘ing. The Parthian in Persia knew no difference of Greek

" and Jew. His coins bore Greek legends and Greek gods.

At no othier time or place in their history did the Jews live
in greater authority and luxury than in his shadow. In
his reign the materials for the Babylonian Talmud were
gathered in quict rescarch. Everywhere in the empire
sects competed and missionaries prosclyted without of-
fence.  In Harran the Sabeans served many gods, and
struck a ‘root which held till the tenth century. = If, as
lias been thought,! the Parthians sought to: make every
householder a priest, and thus to discourage special priest-
hoods, this very liberalism may have offended the Mazde-
ans,  But the coins of the empire at that very time bore
fire-altars, and the priests of Ahura were ready for the
call of Ardeshir.t The very names of these Parthian kings
were mostly old Persian®

1 Heradian, iv. 0. 2 Stiabo, Justing Arian, Gibbou, Niebubr.
2 Josephus : Het!, Fud. i, x1, of 3e¢. 4 Gobineau : M isfoire des Ferses,

b Gobineaw: #istaire des Parses, iy 6, 7.

8 Roth (Zedtschr. d. Diwtse i, Borgent. Gesellsehe, Xiil 415, 416). 4



.._cythian cap for the tall ttara of the Persians, so the
Iaccepted the Magism of their subjects as they found i
and allowed it considerable influence, —since the numbers

of the priesthood in their time were very great, their |
.'possesstons large, and they exercised a check on the royal

autocracy.! . The Parthians, though they bhad no art of
‘any value, wete by no means uncivilized, and became apt
‘pupils of the Persian and the Greek, Mithridates turned
- upon the Scythic hordes; from whose bosom his line had
come, and drove them from Iran, The race had large
‘sympathies, and, like the Macedonians, sought unity on
the basis of a religious freedom more liberal than Rome.
They preserved, in this respect, the traditions of Alex-
ander’s policy, as well as foreshadowed the larger unities
of modern times. . It is, then, impossible that they should
have dreamed of extinguishing the fires of Ahuramazda;
but it is equally impossible that this very latitudinarianism
should not have offended the rooted pride of Mazdeism,
mortified its zeal, and provoked its jealousy; especially
| as its confessors were allowed too much freedom to be-
come disheartened about their future destmy

The energy of the revival, and its intense uutolerana., .
were precisely what was to be expected from a religion
absorbed in the worship of a supreme Dwme Will. . The
old strength of Agni and Indra was in this flame that

leaped from its fallen altars, where it had smouldered for

five hundred years, and soared to its native heaven of abso-
lute sway. What changes the faith had undergone during
this long period, it is as yet difficult exactly to determine.
" But the Pehlevi literature of the Sassanians shows a large
intermixture at least of Semitic beliefs,? with which, in the
above respect, it could readily affiliate.

1 Rawlinson: Siedh Orienial Monarchy,
pi % See Spiegel: Erdnische Allerthumskunde, i
26




| The interference of the Parthian kings with Iratian po-
~ litical institutions was equally unimportant. The Parthian
~ rebellion was the work of nobles, discontented at the loss
' of ‘personal liberties under the Seleucide rule; and their
success brought personal rights to the front to such’a
degree that royalty itself was but a part of the nobility.}

In respect to the powers of local chiefs, the Perso-Parthian
State might be called Iranian. = Originally a free tribe, -~
free from the time of Cyrus down, now allied to Alexan-

. der, and now arrayed against him,-—the Parthians were
. swift to revolt from Hellenic satraps (250 B.C.) in the true

spirit of ‘old Tran. Their real sway over the émpire began
with' Mithridates 1. (163 B.C.), a conqueror worthy to be
compared with Cyrus and Alexander, and was conducted
_on principles familiar to the native tribes. High-spirited
| nobles—a part of them Magi,and holding priestly office—
elected the kings (called @¢ol, and brothers of the Sun and
Moon), and tempered despotism by their independence®
The provinces were viceroyalties, and the social consti-
tution, like the old Persian, was on a feudal basis, — éach
State retaining, in most respects, its local forms of govern
ment. The numerous cities founded by Alexander’s Greek
colonists preserved their liberties. ' The local rulers coined
their own money. Persia itself had its own king and its
own customs,  Coins have been found, representing Ors
"muzd and the Mazdean religion, which good reasons
have been given for ascribing to rulers of southern Persia
during this period® In every city there was a king, and
it was' in this sense that the Parthian first called himself,
with literal truth, “king of kings,’ a title assumed by
every master of the Iranian State. These institutions were
inherent in the soil, learned from Persia and Greece.  The

1 Carrd: L' Ancien. Orient. Q. 364 }

! Rawlinson ¢ Seeth Oriental Monarchy, p. 419
1 Gee the description of coins in Pehlevi legends, described by Levy (Zeifschr. d. Dentschy

Movgenl, Gesellsch., xx1: 440). ; o
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..thrown off allegiance to the Seleucida, and revived its

" ence to'his successors.! | Each of these States had its own
hero or semi-divinity, a centre of enthusiasm for nobles
. and people, of a local pride and self-reliance, of which
. Firdasi’s epic gives the afterglow. It is curious to note

'_,'rm* ba:asmm Emmm

ian was;. lumself the:r product, and he: was no
ﬁrsti Bautrla had already, led by its ‘Hellenic, 1'ulers,-

ancient glory. Alexander's death was the signal for local /!
révo]t "Even northern India hastened to refuse obedis

that, notwithstanding the great variety of races included in

- the’ Persian 'empire, the names of most of these men of
ideal’ will were Iranian.

1f the Macedonian or Parthian Lmrrq could have become
legmmate centres of the hero-worship so natural to their
subjects, and made it a national instead of a localized
instinct, they would have fulfilled the great opportunity
opened by the conquests of Alexander. Some of them
had commanding qualities,~ Seleucus Nicator in the

' Macedonian line, Mithridates . in the Parthian. But a :
| Succession of sanguinary  conflicts, forever undecided,

ruined every prestigé of personal power; thére was no
towering personality, no natural king of the world, among
these ‘ambitious ‘rivals, And so the States of Tran fell
apart into their own natural position ‘as individual atoms
of Will. But more than that, there was no representative’
of the ancient war of Good against Evil; no son of Ahuwra :
to summon the masses of Iran with the old Zoroastrian =
warnings and commands; no suprcme ethical principle

embodied in royal lives that lived and died for its sake,) 1]

and passed on its immortality, in a line like that of the
old Avestan saviours 'of mankind, There were merely so
many warring wills; and mere will- force without the flame
of ethical law for its divinity, could make no permanent
impression on the Iranian mind. = And if it is the experi-

1 Justing xv. 4o




| enice of all subsequent ages ot‘ Aryan' ,
' ment, that personal Will, as ultimate author:ty, can mﬁ 4
make a permanent government, this is only because such |
will can never become the permanent basis for philoso~
phical or religious belief. Political stability, though i«
| congistent with established creeds, yet rests directly on

‘the religious nature; and the natural religion of Iran
demanded ecither a succession of wills great enough to
represent its: living God, or else a s'ysté.in of ethical prin-

|  ciples and spiritual beliefs embodying his enduring right-

eousness. The Seleucide kings aimed to \satisfy the first

! of these alternatives. They aped divinity, and were adored

with sacrifices, and put their images among the gods.
" ‘They counted time from the dates of their accession to

y  the throne. They worked effectively at building cities,

. opening trade, and circulating Greek culture, and made
‘many admirable laws. But these claims had small value
in Iranian eyes in comparison with the consecrated local
dnstinets and personal loyalties which the foreigner overs
‘rode. Alexander had wisely put local opportunities into
native hands; but the satraps of the Seleucide were
Greek, The subject States saw their tributes squandered.
by luxurious and sensual courts, by men of foreign lan-
guage and belief. Domestic feuds and family tragedies
were bad arguments to prove the divinity of a line of
kings; so were rival ambitions, and the cruelties of jeal-
ousy and fear. The old indigenous feudalisni, based' on
a heroic impulse, sought its natural king; and so the old
experience was repeated in the case of the Greek empire
in Asia, which we have already described as befalling the
empires which preceded it on the soil of Iran.  Individual
States, such as Parthia and Bactria, the mother-land of the
faith, broke away from the central government, leading
their Greek satraps, where these were competent, first into
independence, and then, as the substitution of Bactriaan for



AN ] egencls.x.'-an the coing cl:.arly shows, into grac}uai:_
s ndopt:b Jof 'the local traditions and life! = And finally

:Parthml,.remotcst,of these States which had grown by such |

. local training, and so little known on its Turanian berders
-'thé't;ﬂd Greek had thought of paying heed to its growth,
puts forth a natural master of men, seizes the unwieldy
‘empire, — as the Persian, and before him the Mede, had'
\ done, ~— and proves again that on t’hlb soil new energy was
al\mys to be supreme.

There was such in the Parthians to rouse the hero-
wor-shlp of Iran. They were bold riders, and made the
bow and arrow historic. The crescent and star on their
~ standards were significant emblems to the ! fire-worship-
pers,” and anticipated those of great nations and religions.
Doubtless ‘the military energy which gave them the mas-
tery of the Persian empire fromithe Euphrates to the Hindu
Koh, and which was the only power capable of checking
‘the advance of Rome to world-dominion, — conquerors of
Antony and Crassus, and during their whole existence
the terror of the Roman soldier, to whom a Parthian cam-
paign was the saddest ‘of tidings, —was not entirely due to
inherent qualitics in' the race. It was encouraged by the
natural difficultics in the way of invading their country,
and, aided by the effects of their guerilla warfare on horse-
back, a novelty to their European foes, ' But they had

really great valot and endurance; they were as terrible |

with the long lance as with the distant arrow. Crassus
‘was ‘told by fugitives that they could. neither be escaped
‘when they pursued, nor caught when they fled; and that
. their strange arrows reached their wmark before they
seemed to have been shot.?  Theirs was the great historic
function of preserving the selfrespect of Asia, and, of
holding oyer the traditions of the Persian empire till its
glorious revival under the Sassanide kings, Without

V Yassen: Tud. Altertk. ii. 3110 3 Plwiarch: Fita Crasse.




sl b v rahnising hand: of Blome wouldHake

crashed the freer feudalism of Iran, and thét-,-spl’eﬁdi-cj--

literary and artistic erawould probably never have dawned.
Intolerant in their faith, the native Sassanide dynasty in-
herited an earnest and spirited people, whose idealism& had
| been allowed free growth under the Parthian rulers, so that' -
~the requisite element was provided for counteracting the,
“hard, practical, and, political realism of Rome., ' 1
Tt was reported of the Parthian kings that they always
| respected the sacred vights of ambassadors, and never vio~
'_-I'a'tra'd.-thci'f"- treaties; that they were on the whole kind to
their prisoners of war, gave asylum to fugitives, and ad:
| mitted foreigners to offices of ‘trust.! Germanicus, one of
"the best of the Romans; was in especial honor among them.?
Their dynastic broils, on which the Roman historian Taci-
Ctus' dwells, were ‘at Jeast proofs of remarkable individual
force, He also says of the people, that they were constantly
quarrelling with their princes, and regretting the loss of
them when they bad been expelled.  These kings have the
usual tragic record of crimes which belongs to all the dy-
hasties of the time ; but,in comparison with that of the Ro-
C'man Caesars, all Parthian enormities become respectable. X
The condition of the Parthian empire in the early part
of the third century B. ¢. prepared the way for the Sas
sanian revolution,  Persia had lost its imperial name,
divided into cighteen independent States; but the prov-
ince ‘of Tars, which had been the mother of that name,
was most thoroughly alive to its heroic and sacred tra-
ditions, and persuaded that a great future awaited them
out of the political anarchy and disintegration of the
‘Arsacide State.  The theory that the native uprising was
dué in large degree to the influence of the Semitic ele-
" ment of the population, and in pursuance of Semitic in-

1 Rawlinson s Sixtk Momareky, ppe 413, 426,
2 See Tacitus, ii. 58 " ' 1



Il;estsgl has no other appa:ent ground tb;a.n the rclrgi'_' I
ntqlerance that characterized it; and this was so decided

in the Mazdean faith as to nced no aid from the narrow-
ness of the Semitic. . The disciples of ﬁ";hura were not ||

.llkely to be gratified by the easy secularism of the Par-
ithian, In their eyes, probably his heaviest oppression
_ consisted in his latitudinarian treatment of creeds. They
“¢ould not bear to sec other priesthoods put on an equality
~ with their own; for the worship of Ahura was the service
of an all-commanding excluswe Will.  Gobineau's idea,
that the rebellion was an insurrection of the peasantry
- anmne) directed against turbulent nobles, may or may
not be partly true; but the ufter extermination of the
Parthians by Ardeshir Babr:«&n shows that only religious
" zeal could have been the prime mover of the war. . And
this motive, aided by the free communication between all
parts of Tran, and brought under the influence of @
sommon personal admiration for the great qualities of
Ardeshir, broadened into a patriotic ardor, which effaced
local jealousies, and rve-created the empire out of the
very essence of its historic life. . The old religious organs
ization of  the empzre, in accordancc with the /cnroaa-'
' trian Amesha-cpentas, was not only preserved under the
| Sassanian: régime, in “seven great families,” clothed with
exalted and hereditary rights, but constituted a thread
of political continuity which extends from the early
Achemenide down to the end of the native Persian
 State.?  So the old lower-landed nobility (Dabkdndn) were
 still administrators of local functions in the time of the '
Mussulman conquest.?  The’ five classes of this native
|aristocracy resisted all processes of centralization, and kept |
alive the local independence so dear to the Iranian mind.

1 Giolinean § Flistrive det Perses, ii. 6og.
8 Gon Nuldeke s Trdarh pe 437 | (Uber die inperen Verkiilin. d. Sassanidenveichs)
3 Ihid, pio. Also Mastdi ; Meadows of Gald, v. 33,




';:f:Agamst all these indmdual el&fmnts‘ltht, Sassama 'kings' '
had a hard struwgle to maintain an’ authority wOn ‘only hyr
the revolutionary energy of Ardeshir; and their suceess

~was due not so much to any power they possessed to (118—_

turb the traditional organism of the ‘:Jtate as to the influ-

' ence of personal character, and the seizure of syemal'.

_"'opportumtles to make good their ‘private interests and
gratify their desires. The clergy grew, under the rehg:ous.-l'
earnestness of the dynasty, into a close and highly organ-

. ized body, and formed a kind of * State within the State,”

whose power was often leagued with that of the nobles

: _1gamst the king, and who knew as well as any other priest- :
" hood how to persecute and ‘rule. The empire, divided

“into prefectures, was loosely related to ‘the central power;
the army,a cumbrous feudal mechanism, was under the im-
mediate control of the higher nobility, Nevertheless, the
kings had the old prestige of Iranian will-worship. They
‘called ‘themselves * gods,” or rather “the seed of God,”

| and took the names of national deities, not exactly as iden-

tified with them, but as claiming to be under their special
care.! The common hope was to restore the old religious
traditions. It was by representing these that Ardeshir
tose at once to the place of Cyrus in the hero-worship of
his people; so that Gibbon thinks he must have been
himself a Magus. Appealing at once to the popular in-
. stincts, he superseded the local chiefs. The revival was
' essentially democratic, so far as this was possible in an
Otiental State. The popular element, thus revealed in
Mazdeism, appeared in various ways. The native legends
“make Ardeshir the son of a common shepherd, soldier,
astrologer, or laborer, though descended from the oreat
line ‘of kings that ran back to the myithical Isfendiyar; *
and the impoverishment that had befallen this royal race

1 Nildeke : Tabari's Fistory of Sassanides; pp. 451, 452
3 MasOdi 3 also Firdisi, i il




was the, ythxc: emprcssron of thc Iang echpse of the Perman.
i Statey The last discrowned Sassdn had served a wealthy
"person named Babek,! whose daughter he married, and
their son was Ardeshir B&beg&n2 These humble rela~
tions of the new royalty were justificd by, the popular
nature Of his institutions. . ¢ He allowed no intermediate
 power,” says Gibbon, ' between himself and the people.”
The local chiefs had to yield to his personal sway. He
deprived the satraps of excessive powers, and brought a
standing army to hold them in obedience. The chrouiclers
prove at least his fame as a wise and just ruler, when they
ascribe to him sentences like these: ¢ No power without
an army; mno army without money; no mnnr-:;r without
agriculture;  no agriculture without justice.” A king
should be a faihcr, but without religion he is a tyrant;
and for a people to be without religion is simply mon-
strous,” ¥ The worst of kings is he who is feared by the
rich and not by the bad.”® “Four qualities are indispen-
sable to kings: a natural magnanimity; goodness of heart;
firmness to repress social disorder; and justice enlightened
_enough to give no occasion to any loyal subject to fear for
his life, his honor, or his estate.” * _ )
Burning to restore the ancient faith and freedom, Ar.
“deshir pushes. his way to high office in his native Fars,
refuses to be superseded, and the whole province backs
him in his revolt. He defeats and slays Artabdn, the
- Parthian king, in the battle of Hormuz; and, after Oriental
fashion, strengthens his position by marrying the king’s
daughter.  Imperilled by the ambition of his brother and
‘his wife, he puts them out of the way; and, apparently
0O DPApak. - In tﬁe .inseriptionaha is called Sap or “'king.” Orthers say he was the son |
of & nable, and revolted.
-2 Nildoke's translation of Tahari's History of Sassanides, p. 34- Tabari gives the legends
abaut Ardeshir: his predicted sway, his slaying the petty kings, his motive for avenging the

murder of Darivs.  Troyer's note on p. 1os.  Dabistin, vol. i, Rawlinson: Seventh Ori-

ental Monarchy, pp. v-32,
8 Firdds?, & Bernard | Chronignes Ordentales; pe 99




throne, pnoceeds to lay the t‘oundattons af the grandt.st'
- epoch of Persian nationality. f
. Ardeshir is regarded by the: Persmns as’ entitled tn a
still more enduring glory.  Their traditional code, the
basis of their civil polity for many ages; was his workj '
their lost” and scattered religious: books: came down re-
covered, reconstructed, given to the' people through his

pious hands. ' El Masfidi, the Moslem writer, says “ the
__'_5.1trap1es were in anarchy, after Alexander’s death, till A
‘deshir united the empire, restored order, established re- R

lhgxon. ‘advanced agriculture, preparing the way for the
" greater prophet sent of God to destroy every infidel
‘creed)  Firdnst tells us that he organized labor, forbade
bribery, enforced good: administration, enjoined forbear-
ance in war, and mercy to the defeated foe; that he estab-
lished schools and altars in every strect, suffered none to
remain in want, exhorted his son Hormazd to obey God
dnd seck refuge in him alone.  His administration, which
promised equal laws, personal security, and suppression of
feudal tyrannies, was doubtless a mighty revolution, so far:
as the old aristocratic nobles were concerned, many' of
whom were driven out of Persia proper into Seistan, where
the Afghan clans still represent the old jealous hate of cen-
tralized government. Though labor was freed from many
galling exactions, the feudatories were by no means extin-
guished, and the people, br oucht directly under the strong
hand of royalty, were subjected to strict sumptuary laws
and stern religious disciplines. It is charged that, while
destroying the great nobles who endangered the throne,
Ardeshir not only retained a noble clags distinctly marked
off from the masses, but held to the necessity of a per-
manently poor class, as a durable basis for the political

1 Meadows of Gold, chap. xvii. Malcolm: History of Persia; Camré s £ Aducicn
Orient, 1. 365 ) %



: i ”Many crueltu.s are asmbed to his pcna! leg:s-
latlon, whxle he is cred;ted with many mmgauons of older
custams. it £ |
But whatcver merits entered into his system, it was cer-
tainly the union of Church and State in the most aggressive
form. The sentiment, already quoted as ascribed to him,
that a peoplc: without religious institutions is a rmonstrons
form of society, meant a great council of priests, in whom
‘was vested direct control over the descent of property, over
pohce and private affairs, and who had the prmmpal voice,
through their chief, in determining what were the last n-
strictions of the king before his deathi. concerning  the
succession to the throne, which could only be filled by a
sworn servant of Ahura?  In an empire which for cen-
turies  had been the home and the debating-ground of
religions (of Mazdeism, Buddhism, Hellenism, and Christix
_ anity), he lét loose the hounds of-a merciless intolerance, —
the old Avestan hate of the unbeliever in Ahura, the fierce
exclusiveness that lurks in the worship of a runarchical
will.  He' destroyed every graven image, trampled out
every foreign cult, and put h:s host of Mobads at the head
of the State. Till the Arab came to substitute for Mazde-
ism a god and prophet as jealous as its own, the law of
Ahura was the govcrnmeni of Yran.  Here and there a
Sassanian king was great enough to bring out its human-
ities rather than'its fanatic zeal; but most of the line were
persecutors.  The chronicles te,ll us that Ardeshir com-
manded his Mobads to provide one of their number who
should ¢ divest himself of the body, and bring intelligence
of .heaven and hell?’ Hence the Vision of Ardai- Viraf,
who is selected out of forty thousand, as the one sinless
saint, to receive the revelation in sleep, The work whereof

1 Gobidean ; Histoire des Ferses, il p. 6ab; G27.

= Naideke (Tabar, p.26) records him as having fulfilled dn vath of his anicestor Sas%ﬁn to
destroy every Arsacids.  Noldeke thinke hs is greatly overrated, and was o erel, ambitious
despet, p 8.




Iy thm story 1$ the mythlcal explana.tmn is in. substanc pre
“served, and combines the two opposite clements of the
| Avestan faith to which we have referred. | Led through all

y the spheres by guardian angels of the Avesta, and with |

p\,riozmam‘e of its sacred rites, this older Dante behcﬁdﬂ
intypes of sense the rewards and punishments of Mazdean
futurity. Amidst the delights of heaven are the spmts Qf
all who have obscrved the solemn festivals, — the priests

and their attendants, the heroes of the faith, the souls of

shepherds and husbandmen, and makers of gardens and-'*j_
Aertilizing streams. /In fotid winds and waters of hell, in
mght and cold, tormentccl by demons, and horrible food,
‘are not only shedders of innocent blood, slanderers, ex-
tortioners, sensualists, hypocrites and liars, defrauders of
labor and oppressors of the poor, betrayers of trusts,
but breakers of the ritual observances and laws of purifica~ |
tion, even those who have wept for the dead, or slayers of
four-footed 'animals, such as water-dogs, and in general
all who have befriended those hostile to the faith.l A
more extended version of the book: shows it intended
to announce that all existing religions but the Mazdean
were inventions of the enemy, and to embody the pur-
pose of the revival, which was to put an end to the loag-
continued ferment of differing creeds in Iran?

But if such was its purpose, the multiplication of beliefs
‘which followed it, and the profound influence of the Sassa-
nian empire on the development both of Christianity and
Islam, show that the native energy of Mazdeism could not
be confined to these destructive channels. . And we are
disposed to think that the work of Ardeshir was essen-
tially constractive; that it supplied the concentration of
forces, political and religious, needed to counterbalance

b See Dabistin, i 283-304.  Ardd-i-Virdf is mentioned in the laver Yeslis of the A vestay
and lis work, is. believed to have been sent by Nashivvin, in the sixth century, as a kind of
Mazdenn Bible, to all the provincial goveraars of the empire, . {Thid., 283

¥ Gobinean's K dsteire des Parsenyil. 630,

o



o éﬁsj—mat least equral}y il il tyranmca.l _
whose rapid organization in the Western world the
| faith and ' frendom of As:a were alike threatened wnth
"de‘Htructmn. : i
" The' mtlitary and: polmca} e:nerg}r of Ardmhi‘r was more
than rivalled by the reign of his successor, Shaptr L, in
- whom all the pride of the Assyrian and the world-ambition
of the Achamenidan were renewed.  Shapf avenges the

1 st upon  the West, He defies Rome, devastates her
_pmvmcas, defeats her armies on their own soil, drags her
emperor in triumph to Ctesiphon, bis Persian capital, gives
her legions a new general, and clothes an! obscure fugitive
from Antioch with the imperial name. The inscriptions
give no support to the storyof shocking barbaritics ins
flicted. on the captive Valerian! ‘An jimmense irrigating
system of canals, and a dike twenty feet broad and twelve
hundred feet long, built to turn the Karun upon the plains
‘around a city 'of his own creation, wére monuments of his
devotion to Ahura’s law, — another grand type for Iranian
hero-worship, which did its best to make him immor-
tal in stoné.  There stands his statue, a colossal image
twenty feet high, hewn out of the natural rock, of noble
-p:oportmns the hand resting on the sword.®  That towet-
ing head-gear, with eagle's wings poising the globe in ARG
speaks the true Shahﬁn-qhéh ~~the king aspiting to god-
hood by right of will. And again the sculptures show
ik Aumrd:ng Lo Firdlal, Shmlﬂr. viziting Rodm {Cresiphon), was taken by the emperor when
under the. Iafluerice of wine| sewed i the sl of an'ads, antl throwd into prison. whence e
was daliverail by A young girl of Iranjan descent, wh swears to Lidap his secret by everything:
snered in all existing religions; and by her love and fear for ihie Lotd of Iran. She softens
the asssskin with milk, awd they escape togethar. . When the emperor in his tum' s defeated
aml taken prisoner; Shapdr revenges himself by cutting off his edrs, piereing his pose, and east-
ing him inte prison ; whils the people of Roum refuse 1o ve cognize him, his name s accursed,

Tils aliars ave cast down, His Bishap's crosses and i fdlet burned,  * Roum and Canoud) differ
no more, for the voice of the Messiali's-faith is dead”  (Mohl's Férdidsi, v, 465.) The un=
isterical chiracter of this legend is clear enough. Tubari celebrates his virtuea (Néldeke,
P 4i-33) among ihem his distribution of trensures to the poor ou his aecession and his

defereiice 1o the elaims of his nobles.
% See Rawlinaon ¢ Seventh Orinmtal Mowerchy, p, s,




Am ndmg in trmmph holdmg 2 conquered Cae:sa‘r L
“one arm while he guides his steed with the other, the. en-
bassies of nations on their knees around him, pleadmg for
mercy or for ransom for the royal captive, it would: seem,
in vain, How these Persians seized the historic value of
his achievement, lavishing upon it such munificence of
~ art as that of the great tablet representing his triumph by

a hundred and fifty figures, animal and human! Their
- colossal carving delighted jin the theme of the royal sons
of Ahura 1t'.hargm<=r the children of Ahriman on steeds full

of nervous power, kings dead and still beneath their feet,
or Ahriman himself grovelling it chains before them.
Never was the heroic ideal of Mazdeism so fulfilled as
in this Sassanian line. They more than made good the
terrible prestige won by Parthian arms; holding Caesar
after Caesar at bay, carrying one away captive, annihilating
the splendid army of a second, and defeating a third,
alternating defeat with victory, for centuries the only coun-
terpoise to the power that was to rule the world at last,
(ibbon describes it as the height of the Emperor Julian’s
ambition, “ despising the trophies of a Gothic victory, to
chastise the haughty nation’ which, as he had said in his
satire on the Caesars, had so defied the Roman arms thgt
in a war of three hundred years they had not subdued a
single province of its dominion! But the chastisement
fell upon his own head, and he died amidst his routed and
panic-stricken army, retreating from the desperate courage
of 4 people who dared to sacrifice all they possessed that
the invader might be fought with famine and fire, if heroic
swords should fail?
Shaptir LI, the conqueror of Julian and his magnificent
Roman and Arabian army, was as great a general as the
first of his name. In his youth he delivered Iran from

1 Gibbon, xxiv,

# Gibbon's noble chapter. on the expedition of Julian,
%



the earliest incursions of Arab hordes; in his maturity he
imposed a degrading treaty on Rome. Khosrd 1, and 1T,
‘were equally famous in the Roman wars; the latter cap=
tured Jerusalem, and his general failed to take Byzantium
only from the want of a fleet. In all his campaigns
against Rome the first Khostll was never deteated  but
" once, and his treaty with Justinian, framed upon terms
of equal advantage to both empires, became historic by
a' provision which enjoined upon that persecutor of Greek
culture to receive again the seven great heathen teachers
whom  he had banished, and restore their freedom of
speech.  Yezdegerd,! the last of the line, though not him-
self a soldier, but inclined to the luxurious habits of the
old Persian kings, vigorously resisted the Moslem invasion
in the seventh century for twenty years, and only yielded
at last to a fanaticism of conquest before which no nation
on the carth could stand.
' And the spirit of the Sassanian kings was always
shared by the local chiefs, when it was itself heroicy and
when it was tyrannical or weak, they recalled the old liber-
ties of Iran, and either dethroned the monarch or dismem-
‘bered the State.® They set aside Kobad for his adherence
to the communistic schemes of Mazdak, and after his death
determined the succession. When Hormazd IV., after
1 Ye}.degerd, called *the Wicked ! by Tahari, and by the priestly traditions of Persia
charged with every kind of opprassion and cruelty, seems to have lived in intense strife with
his nables and other privileged classes, who tovk the'r revenge on him for his resistance to
_their authority. ‘The Christians on the contrary, who wers hutnanely teeated by him, aa
owell as the Jews, segarded his memory with affection, and ealled him “ the Blessed ™
(NoldeKe's note to pogs) f
Similar differences of judgtient attoch’ to the memory of Hormard; the son of Khoarb,
whom Firdfist treats with greatr severity, whils Tabuari says he had suife only with the privi-
leged classes, and was a lover and benefactor of the poor,  (Ndldeke, p. 264.)
The struggle of the great Sassanfans with their nobles was vain, In the later times the
downfall of the State was foreshad 1 hy the disintegration { by this class. {
 Varahrin V. was a brave, generous, and most popular prince, famous for dealing juadly
with all classes of his people, and forgiviog all his nebles wha soughit to deprive him of his
binthright (Malcolm, Hittory of Persia, i. gr)  His story inthe epic of Firds! is & most

fascinating picture of the hero, the philosopher, and the saint.
2 These contentions, as described by Tabari und others, were incessant.

{




years of b-e_neﬁae.r.if fgi,:n'efnm_gnt,:-b-eg_éjg;_';e_. 4 dra:s_pojc;,_"t.l;.'c:fgfftﬁi_; o
revolted under leadership of their chiefs, who dethroned
him and repaid his cruelties by depriving him of sights

Then they placed his general at the head of the State; and |

“wheén forced to receive his son as their king they refusedito

be placated; even though a Roman army was brought to.
his assistance,  This son Khost 11., called Parviz, a may
 of capricious and cruel temper, but a great promoter of

 art, order,.and social prosperity, when he fled behind the
walls 'of Ctesiphon from the Roman army of Herac_:[i'us,;'
was imprisoned and put to death by his indignant nobles,t | ¢

who had seen their cities burned, their sacred fires extin-
guished, and their people transported by thousands at a
time. It was Khosrd II. who tore up Mahomet's letter
demanding submission to Islam, and flung its fragments’
into the Kara-Su,— which; says the Mussulman chroniclery
Ushrank within its banks with horror, and refused to fertilize
the land of a blasphemer. He had made Persia glorious
abroad and prosperous at home. ' He had plucked out of
ihe hands of Rome the holy city of the Jews, which had
cost het such a terrible price, and made its hated Christians
with their patriarch march out into captivity behind “the
true cross,” — the sign of the godhood of their Christ
changed into a trophy of Ahura, His palace was the
ideal of Persian pride and splendor, and his throne was
girded with the twelve signs of the zodiae. et when he
basely yiclded to the advance of the invader, — or rather,
according to Tabari, when he overloaded the people with
exactions, maltreated the nobles, and committed cruel=
ties on soldiers and prisoners, — the patriotic chiefs forgot
everything but the personal dishonor, and, Jed by his own
son, deprived him at once of life and crown.?

Tn several instances the crown was seized by idolized
generals, who made and unmade kings? It was the army

15a8 A Dy 8 Noldeke: Tadari, p. 356, 8 1bidhy pr 396+
%



_ TH}.". bASSA‘WIAN EHPIRE. :-_

_'femaie ruler of Iran since the foundation of the empire,
to be succeeded by her sister. The individual Will that =
had held its own throughout Iran for all these ages, and
had spent its pride in upholding 'a throne of national
glory, yielded its natural ' result when that throne was
hastening to its fall, 'Pretenders to royalty arose every-
where, as in Rome in the latter days of the Ceaesars; the
~erumbling crown ‘was seized by hand after hand, and
wrested from each! within a few months.  Frovince after
province (eIl apart from the rest, and the empire was the
prey of anarchy, simply from the absence of a personality
great enough to stand as the ideal of these worshippers of
heroic Will, ' 1t was this faildre of the central ideal, not de-
fect of courage, patriotism, or resource, which caused this
great historic structure to go down before the blows of
" Rome on the one hand, and Islam on the other. ‘The power
of electing their king had come back to the nobles of Iran;
but there was none to answer to the meaning of kinghood,
and their selection of ‘a prince of the old Sassanian line
was a pathetic resort to legitimacy as their only hold upon
the proud traditions of the State. In truth, the wealth and
gloty of Persia had made the imperial office a hotbed of
vanity and luxury; and Iranian hero-worship had become
dazzied by the vain show of earthly godhood with which it
had clothed its' objeect. The majesty of the Sassanian
kings was lost, like the throne of Jemshid, before the army
of Heraclius had trampled on its pride. Yezdegerd had
‘worn jewelry instead’ of armor. Khosr@l had been se-
duced into luxurious habits by the conquest of Jerusalem,
Kobad II. had massacred his own family to secure the
crown. The spoils captured and divided by the Roman
chiefs in the palace of Ctesiphon, the golden horse covered
with precious stones, the silver camel, the heaped-up gems,
and the, jewelled carpets of inestimable price, revealed that
' 2l

t ."'t af:-'rmsul a daugrhter of th}srﬁ to the place of the first \
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'_'thg'cc'm'ib of these later Sassanians had been buned undef-

the splendors of the mine.  The old ideal of the servant
of Ahura ¢ould not'go hand in hand with these Ahrimanic
seductions; and the national spirit was already broken
~when the united frenzy of the Arab and the ‘Sirocco won
the decisive battle of Kadisiyeh, and the glorious standard | '
of Persian hero-worship, the ‘blacksmith's apron, fell into
the invader’s hands.  Every successive battle proved more -
" clearly, that, while an ideal’ loyalty inspired the Mussul-
. man, all- conqucrmg mastership had departed from its own
fatherland of Iran. Her vast armies were routed and ex-

terminated by a handful of desert-born heroes, who had
heen scornfully called a’ lizard-eating, salt-drinking horde.
When the elephants on which she had shifted the burden
of defence that belonged to men, were once despoiled of
" their terrors by bei'ng turned upon their masters, the end
had come; and the Persians saw their king, not at the

' head of his failing hosts, but in flight on the distant bor-
dérs,  The last of the Sassanians died miserably outside of
his kingdom, — none knew certainly how or where,  His
predecessors had been puppets of factions, and doomed
victims of the passions on whose crests they had been
lifted up to momentary power. Another stream of Iranian
fire. had become extinct, having burned this time more
than four hundred years, '

The Tranian ideal comes to its typical form for the Sas-
sanians, and we may perhaps say for the Persian race, in
KhosrG 1., who received the enviable title of * Soul of
Sweetness ' (Vdshirvdn), to which was added “ The Just”

. (ALAdil).  His reputation among his contemporaries was

unrivalled.  Agathias speaks of Romans as well as Persians
who regarded him as having * reached the sumnmit of phi-
losophical and literary culture,”! being familiar through
translators with the highest productions of Greek genius;

L Fistoriavam {itriy 1. 28, ) %



THE ‘%;&SSANIAN I:MPIRE

: and although e ihaats this tribute with emrient doubt hr,' i
" does not hesitate to declare him the greatest of Persian
kings, not excepting Darius, or Cyrus himself}  Mahomet
' is said to have held himself fortunate in being born during
the reign of such a prince? The ideal of an age must
‘have shared its spirit; and this was an age when power
| 'was everywhere purchased by cruelty, from Christian bish-
ops who proved their picty by massacring Arians and
Manichzeans, to the Mazdean king opening his reign by
putting to death his own relatives who conspired to sct
~ him aside, and exterminating the heresy of Mazdak, which
was perhaps necessary, by the sword. Heraclins tortured
Jews and heretics, and Justinian depopulated  whole
kingdoms, and destroyed more than ten times as many
Samaritan lives ‘alone in the name of Christ as Khost(
destroyed Christian ones in the name of Ahura® Ta a
period when law had not yet either given security or set
limits to personal power, the main condition of political or
militaty success was to act with resistless energy in what-
soever of good or evil ‘one had to do, It is certain that
Khosr(t ‘could show better reason for his appeals to the
sword than most rulers of his time ocould for theirs. His
principal wars with Rome were incited by the appeals of

oppressed provinces and peoples to his humanity* The

' heresy of Mazdak, which had already catried away the
court, perhaps from policy through' a natural reaction
against despotism, against property and the family, was
one of those communistic storms which any civilized gov-
ernment must suppress, or itself perish®  The military
energy of Khosrd was marvellous, and had not its equal in
Eastern history. There was no Oriental enervation in the

X Hirtoriayam liovi, iv, 20, * Gibban, xhii

& See Gibbon, chaps. xliii: xlvii (Milman's edition, ii. pp. 87, 09, 133). See also Procopius:
D¢ Bell, Fand. 1. And Finlay 1 Greece under the Remans, pp: 284=188,

4 (Gibbon, ii. 77-82,

b Seeshalcolm: Histdry of Persio, 1. 108, 105



w:ll of thu-, i kmg of kmga. _ HIS wars mth ‘the E.o ]
were a succession of rapid and | overmastering blows, 5.11_-"' i
as the capturr:. of Antioch and other Roman cities, mﬂl an
. initiative which reminds us of the victories 'of Prussia in
her war with Austria. Khosrtt had the wealth of these
‘great cities in his treasuries before Romc knew of his

advance, and the foundations were laid in an hour of the |
prodigious riches which hayve made Persia the synonym |

_ of splendor ever since his day. He was never personally

. defeated but once. He made treatics in a grander style it

el than other kings, = N ordtnary fruce. betwecn the stand-

ing hates of Asia and Europe, but peace which was to
be as endless as their wars might have been; the cternal
Ahura in place of an cternal Ahriman, —the glorious
consummation of the universe,  Andwhen peace had to be
broken, he puvsued war a2lso equally in the spirit of lis
: faltll till he had secured fully equal terms with the con-
quetors of all other nations but his own, If the Christian
cﬁog’ma, at least as intolerant as his own, should not be
expelied from Persia, it should not propagate there; and
if Persia must give up her guardianship of the castern
coast of the Euxine, Rome must pay thirty thousand
picees of gold annually for an undetermined future.  Only
Belisarius could check his path to the mastership of the
world; and from Arabia to the Transoxanian tribes, his
armies dictated order and dynastic succession. Besides
inflicting on Justinian the intolerable disgrace of an an-
“nual subsidy, he forced him to advance seven years pay-
ment of the same, thereby impoverishing the cmpire and
‘erippling its: resources for supplying mercendry troops,.t
Rome was in no condition to bear this drain. Justin-
ian’s administration was the most expensive and wasteful
that had been known for a long period. = At the same time
the pay of the soldiers was cut down and came irregularly,

I Winlay 1 Greace yinder the Bomoapsy . 326, 4
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his decaying' empire against every discouragement from

‘within.

It was the Persia of Khosrl that bmn ght to llght

‘the failing energies of Rome, and in every campaign

showed far more energy than her mighty rival There
can be little doubt that' his armies displayed more indi-

vidual valor than their opponents, who relied more on

traditional Roman discipline, which, as we have just said,
was already on the decline. Finlay mentions the circum-
stance, strongly illustrative of our view of Tranian char-
acter, that the Roman officers caught from the Persians
the passion for personal prowess;! and nothing could
have been more unfavorable to that subordination and
precision in which the strength of their legions cousisted.
Khosrt brought all the States into political unity and in~

spired them with a common loyalty, — an unprecedented

achievemerit, and of itself sufficient to prove him  the
greatest ruler Persia had known. The old system of gov-
erning them by satraps, so fertile of frand and dissension,

was superseded by a foutfold division of the empire, each =
fourth being placed under a prefect, and including several . [

provinces. Central supervision was maintained not only by
the old expedient of official espionage, but by personal in-
spection, 'In both these ways Khosr@ appears to have dili-

_ gently watched over the comfort and security of the poorer

classes, to whose appeal special courts of inquiry were

always open. . Poor and orphan children were the care

of the State, and officials were bidden to carry the poor

in their bosoms. For this kind of victue the Mahometan = 0 |

)

£ 1 Finlay: Greece under tie Romans, p. 258,

fdsbaries were put it the place of provmcxal troopq, and,-- Hii
foreigners placed in command; the army was in disorder, |
| and revolts incessantly weakened its discipline,  Justinian
'. -falied to support his best generals, who alone, by the un-
‘aided force of military genius, sustained the fortunes of
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 writers gwe hrrn &nghest credit. Mmkhond \relaaﬁes ~that he. :
cxecutcd cighty tax-gatherets at one time for extortion,
and rendered taxation uniform, systematic, and. moderaﬁe,_' _
exemptmg woraén, together with the very old and the very
young. Many hundred years after his time, the people ‘of
‘Ctesiphon showed strangers a little house hard by the ruins
_of his palace, as a memorial of the humanity of the just
Iking. 'When about ‘to thuild a palace, Khost0 gave or-
(ders that all the bmldlugs on the spot should be bought,'
and the lnghest price paid to their owners. But one poor '
old woman refused to sell lier lmtle homestead, saying that 3
she would not give up the king's neighborhood for the
whole world; whereat the king was so pleased, that he
not only allowed 'the house to stand, but so improved it
| hat it lasted longer than 'his palace itseifd  “ Irregularity
with justice,” added a courtier, ““is better than symmetry
purchased by wrong,” The legend grow, of course always
to'the greater honor ‘of the hero,  Thus the servants of the
palace complained to the king that. the paintings on its
walls were suffering from the smoke that came from ithe
old woman's ‘fire: but Khosr( :commanded that ithe pie-
tures should be renewed as often as they needed it, and
that no one should molest the hearth of the poor? It is
vélated that being sick, the king was advised by his phy-
‘sicians to take as a remedy pounded /brick from a ruined
Persian ‘town; but when the messengers returned from
searching after ‘it, they reported that not a ruined town
1was to be found in his dominions. When warned agaimst
going abroad without protection, he wrote: " Justice is the
iprotection of kings." All T give to worthy 'peop'ie is
saved, not lost” ' *“ The happiness of his people s a
better defence for # king than armies, and justice a bet-
ter fertilizer of his lands than the happiest climate.” To

3 Tr'm:]B of Yagutrel-Romi (twelfth centiryl Zedtsehr. d Denfsch. ﬂfarg?’c? Gesellsols
xviil, 4006 % Caswine, ibid. A
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..'.his aon Hormazcl he left this last injunction: Remeimn:
ber the poor; and be not seduced by indolence and self
. indulgence.”  And the pious son of Islam, catching this
. broad humanity of an unbeliever, concludes, ~-* Since
death has not spared this great prince, the wise man
should not attach himself to the goods of this world.!'2
A true Zoroastrian, Khosr(l reorganized industry, and
encouraged agriculture. Adter the fashion of model Ori-
ental kings, he established a fixed land-tax, and advanced
seed and implements to the husbandmen®  His laws pro-
vided for reclaiming waste lands; he enforced irrigation,
punished idleness, and opened good roads through the
empire. The great dike of Shuster, built of immense
stones clamped together, is claimed as his work.  To
purify administration, the official “jackals” throughout the
- country were put to.death? To increase population, mar-
riage was made compulsory, immigration encouraged, and
colonists from conquered countries were settled on the
land.* To protect his empire from the northern hordes,
. he completed the long wall commenced by KobAad, famous
as thebarrier of Gog and Magog, of stones seven feet thick
and twenty feet long, without cement, and which still
stands stretching three hundred miles along the Georgian
mountains; and in every treaty with Rome he jealously
stipulated that both empires should unite in guarding these
borders from 'the common foe. | It was a curious instance
of the intermingling of barbavous with humane impulses
which charagterized this great type of Iranian Will, that he
built a new city out of the spoils of his terrible Syrian cam-
paign, — a march as merciless to life as it was rapacious
of booty, — put his Syrian captives into this new home as
like as possible to that from which they were exiled, and

3 Mirkhond : fHistoire des Sasianides, translated by De Sacy.
2 Mualcolm t History of Persia, i, 115, 5 Ihid., 1. 117.
£ Rawlinson ; Persia.




| made it an asylum for Greek slaves. As he forsook the
 uise of wood for that of stone in his public buildings, so he
| szemed to possess the gift in administration of putting
Leverything to new and permanent uses.  Thus the pastand

future of Persia centred in him, ' He revived the old -c.bdi:f_ ji

g0 ennobled it that its important features passed over into
 the golden age of the Mussulman caliphs. He made the

| inspection of the conduct of officials. Above all, his
"-rr:,n_b_'wri on his country and his race.  Even on the Mus-

“kind of messianic awe, and took the usual mythical form
'~ of a childhood, before which the aged counsellors of the
‘kingdom bent to hear a wisdom higher than their own.!
The testimony of Agathias to his encouragement of free
discussion on theological and cosmical questions is qualified
by the Byzantine's studied contempt for the sophist Uranius,
with whom he declares the king to have been infatuated, and |,
' by his vivid description of the disappointment of the scven
Greek scholars at the whole character of Persian civilizas
tion, which they had painted in ideal colors before their.
arrival at the court.  According to Agathias, these cul-
tivated men hurried away, persuaded that it would be
better to suffer immediate martyrdom on reaching their
native country than to endure the spectacle of such bar- .
barous customs and corrupt administration, = But the
Greek  historian  evidently writes under a strong bias
against * the barbarian,” and contradicts that high repute
of Persia in enlightened Athens on which the sages had
based their glowing expectations; and in regard to which
the Athenians could not have been mistaken.. The trans-

1 Mirkhond. Da Sacy's translation of Mistoive des Sassanidas, P 359 Noldeke's Tubard

diip aba. &
il b

(or rather moral and political maxims) of Ardeshir, and!l

| 'priesthood watchers over the interests of the people byl

| services to literature and philosophy conferred immortal

" sulman conquerors his intellectual reputation produged a



ndental ahire of the quest:cns dtscussed at the couft
of Khnsrﬁ although put in a ridiculous light by the shal-
low chronicler, prove intellectual tastes and sympathies
of a high order. Here was a king of Asia who made
actual what Alexander had dreamed ; who had set trans-
lators at work upon all the great philosophies and poems
of Greece; who could read and discuss them; who took
-prlde in furmshmg every aid to the Greek-speaking world
for acquiring a knowledge of his country and its institu-
tions;! who founded colleges and schools;® who stands out
as a calm rationalist in relicf against the fanaticism of his
day; who compelled the priesthood of Ahura to meet and
tolerate the speculative and religious thought of the world ;
wlio opened his arms to the representatives of Greek cul-
ture when their schools had been closed and! their voices
silenced by the Christian Church and State; and who made
special provision for their liberty of teaching in his treaty
with Rome? * He began his reign,” says Mirkhond, “by

proclaiming that his power did not extend over the con-

sciences of his subjects, since only: the All-seeing could
judge the heart; that justice, not caprice, should govern
“his _}l!dgﬂ‘l(‘nt‘;, and that administrative reform was  his
first duty, Behold the reward of rnglltcouhntss, time has
not been able"tddastroy the palace of Khosrt,”4  His
interest in' physical studies was a rave thing in that age, =
and could least be ew;pectcd in an Asiatic monarch; and '
his medical school at Susa embraced the study of phi- '
losophy and poetry, ' His vizier, Abu-zurd-Mibir, raised
from the lowest ranks through the pehe'trati-on of the king,
‘s scarcely less famous for wisdom and humanity than

‘1 Throvgh his favorite interpreter, Sergius, to whom Agathias was indebted for what he :
has recorderd (History, iv. 30, Lat:n).

2 So says Malcolm, i, 1100

3'Nu1rle‘ko. Tabarl, p. 16z

A Mirl-i_lond Sassanan Kings, translated by De Sacy.  Sew also Zesnnd-wd-Trarikk.
(M iléolm, 5. ro8), and Fird(si's account of Wi talks with the Mobads.



i ; Khosrﬁ h1rnseif1 F u'dﬁsi* records }ns magmﬁcent de.
ation of the rights of conscience. ' i
But Khostl's greatest services fo fature ageb were pér—
fmrmed in collecting and preserving the heroic legends of
- Iran; which were destined to become immortal as the bh,ﬁ.}l- |
| Né&meh, or Book of Kings; and in bringing out of India,

i sinel transmitting through a Pehlevi version fo all languages

of the civilized world the oldest Bible for Rulers,— the
marvellous Sanskrit Apologues, which are known to us, i j
© $ubstance, through! two variations, the ¢ Hitopadega” and
. the ¥ Pancha-tantra,’ ~~as_the noblest treasury of practical
 wisdom and humane culture in the Otiental world. In
what form this old Book of Wisdom was brought into
Persia we ¢annot now tell; for, like the rest of the native
Persian literature of the Sassanian period, the translation
made by order of KhosrQt perished at the Moslem con-
- quest. ' We know it only through an expanded Mahome-
tan-Persian version of the fifteenth century,—the “ Anvar-i
' Subaill,” or '* Lights of Canopus,” — and from the Arabic
version of the eighth century of the ¢ Book of ‘Kalilah and
Damnah,'” of which the other was a secondary revision® It
is reasonable to suppose that the king’s Pelilevi translation *
much more closely resembled the Hindu originals we have
named, than do' these later Mahometan ones, While the
. *Pancha-tantra” and the ** Hitopadeca” themselves ma-
terially differ from each other im their list of fables, and still
more in the maximswhich are thickly strown among them,
they are alike in their extreme dir¢ctness and simplicity of
form, which is in absolute contrast with the verbose and
hyperbolic language of the later Persian  Anvér-i Suhaili.”
Besides this difference of style, the Persian work contains a
“veéry large amount of material not to be found in either of

1 See chap. on Shali-Nimeh.
2 Both have heen translated ivto English, — Kafidah and Damnalk, vy Knalc.hbuli, 1819

m:d the Anvar-i Sukaili; by Lastwnck, 1834 5



R i ,:and is thqmﬂghl‘yz Persmn i its charactr:r But
' the spirit of all threc is one and the same; and. thruughﬂwti

. all the changes undergone by this venerable Gospel of the

Dutics of Kings, there is no marring of the soul of justice,
tenderness, nobility, and reverence for humanity which
pervades these genial tales and aphorisms; no lowering of
the tone of serious remonstrance and rebuke, of high ex-
hortation: couched in, parable and hint and maxim ; no wav-
ering from the standard set before the sovereign, at the
beginning of the * Anvar-i Suhaili,’ when be accepts labor
and trial for “the repose of his oppressed subjects and
the peace of the ponr among his people,”! and at the end
when his epitaph reads, —
% Two things life offers, — fame, the virtuous deed.
Save these, AL thitgs are subject to decuyl
Injure not othiers, help men to succeed ;

Thus shalt thou reap a blessing for to-day —
And the next world, when this hath passed away.” 2

i rrdﬁsi tells us the lcgend that Barsuyah the physician
brought word to Khosrfi of a Hindu book which taught
“how to bring the dead to life, where the wise interpreted
the teaching to mean resurrection from the death of ignor-
ance; and being successful in committing it piecemeal to
memory, he brought it to Persia in great joy, saying, " The

‘ocean of wisdom has indeed come to us,” and begged of
the king that the vizier in re-editing it mlght make the

opening a memorial of himself. i

This dumb moraht_y, and the reverence for a Pro-v:den—-'
tial destiny, which is equally prominent in the Mahom-
etan version, is in substance identical with the homely,
- practical, uninspired tone of the Hindu books, through
all the difference of form. We may be sure that Khostli's
information of the world-famed book, ‘“whose wisdom in
‘all that befits a king had been compiled from the speech

t Aol Swnailiy . 10 ' £ ThlA Wik
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'assocmted w;th thesg 1‘il~pervad1ﬁg thtzes that mak’e_
80 lmprc.sswe to us; and' if, as ‘the Mahometan writer a

Illt i N I. i

sures us, < his actions, as they may be traced in his _;mt;ce
. and beneficence, his conquebts of countries and his' ways |
" of soothing the hg:arts of “his subjects, werc based on the
\perusal of this book,” we. can understand why it is thathe
stands at the zemth of! royalty for all Persian and' even
l’Iahometan faith, ! i i '
. The age of I{hosrﬁ hrings him into direct contrw;t amd
_ "compartsml with another great monarch of equal fame, but
| of far inferior qualities, the head uf Christendom as he was
| of ‘Heathendom, — the Roman emperor, Justinian, with
. whose name are associated the compilation of Roman-
- Jaw and the general, though by no means final, suppression
| of Paganism in the Christian world. The most striking
‘difference is that the glory of Khosrd is thoroughly per-
sonal, that of Justinian external and incidental. Justinian

i was' a bad administrator of the empire, financial, political,

 kivil, religious ; he was a bigot, and an extortioner from the |
poor. His victories and his losses,” says Gibbon, “ wera
alike pernicious to mankind.” - Italy and Africa were
'desolated, Vandals and Moors were slain by millions; and
fifty thousand laborers were starved in a single district of
Italy alone, ' Khosrfl,” says Procopius,’ “was a bad man,
but it was Justinian who incessantly stirred up the Persian
wars.”  Under his system of taxation, landed proprietors
were impoverished and reduced to the level of slaves; his
civil-service system was far more corrupt than the Persian,
his treasury filled with the open sale of offices. He cheated
his troops of their pay, heaped abuse upon his best gen-
. erals, and left them unaided in face of overpowering foes.
" The whole empire was discouraged and demoralized at the |
momcnt when hordes of barbarians threatcm.d it very

1 Historia Arcang; pJd & .
]




h '.mcessant rzuds and temble devastat;on A
; , ¥ ut d()WI‘l the army to save expense while ke lav~
y 1bhed !mmense sums on public buildings and churches and
| mionasteries, Hé closed the schools of philosophy, and
destroyed the municipal institutions of Greece. ' He abol-
ished the Olympic games, but encouraged the frightfully,

tiotous and internecine factions of the circus.  He emptied.

 the local treasuries of Greece, and gave over her cities to
tain,  The central mthonty was broken down for all pur-
poses but that of persecution, and its place filled with the
~anarchical wilfulness of soldiers, monks, usurers, sects, and
officials. - :
And perhaps one main reason, that with all the military
prestige of the Roman empire it found itself again and
again beaten back by Persia, lay in this premature dis-
.integration by the extortionate, sclfish, and  intolerant
policy of Justinian and his successors. Nothing in his
private character could justify confidence or. guicken the
failing patriotism of the empire.  John of Cappadocia,

notunousiy the most villanous ecclesiastic of his day, was

his special favorite, ' His eatly intricues and crimes, and

his uxorious submission throughout his long reign to the |

anscrupulous Theodora, whose vices filled all the best his-
torical writers of the age with indignation and contempt,
gave added 1mpulsc to the downward tendencics of the
State.!  That dissolution of nationality into multitudes of

discordant, rebellious wills, which befell the last days of i '
Sassanian Persia, bagan at'a much earlier moment in the

Grazco-Roman empire; ‘and in both, the compensation was
© & return in some measure to that force of personality =
which always conditions the passing away of old systems,
and the entrance of new social or religious forces,

It might be supposed that the new life thus introduced
into the decaying frame of Justinian’s empire was Chris-

b / 1 Gibbon, xlvii.
&




" the narrowing ereed, the rule of ecclesiastical councils and

. Bt Chiristianity was itself. the religion of the

¢l

tianity
| military edicts, tending i‘q- the"--.uite_:r-;-annihiil'aﬁﬁ-x&_.gf per-
_ sonal freedom and ratiotial inquiry. The new life which
national disimtegration indicated was the birth of heresy

A everywhere, the heroisa of martyrs, the building up of a
| rival religion, whiclt absorbed great sections of the Rowman

i Sorld

It is stated by Pr-dadpi-lu_.s;-.- 'tha_.t the persecutions b v Jus~ i

 tinian of Christians and Pagans alilee not only caysed great
< peligious revolts i various parts of the empire, whiclh re-

sulted in multitudes of deaths by suicide and war, and
great accessions to Paganism and Manichaism, but that
by reason of them great nimbers fled for shelter to nations
 outside of Roman or Christian, sway.t - His superstition
. made him a willing tool of an intolerant priesthood, so that,
" as Gibbon says, * his whole reign was a aniform yet various
scene of persecution.” He gave bishops the right to use
| the militaty arm to compel conversions.  He was so fool-
ish as to believe that all the heresy in his empire could be
‘abolished by a three months warning to be converted or
banished, and Paganism be destroyed by inquisitors; also
for the crime of a creed, he stamped out almost ‘the
whole nation of the Samaritans, from which his Master had
brought a type of humanity to rebuke the pricsts and Le-
vites of his own race.  He refused unbelievers in Christian~
ity the right to testify, to teach, orfo bequeath, and imposed
“death as a penalty for refusing baptism. Bat by the irony
of events, this arch-petsecutor of hevetics died not without
the taint of heresy upon his name. :
Every portion of the empire was devastated by these
systematic attenipts to eradicate both Pagan and hereti-

“cal belief? and the Byzantine 1';i'storia.ns' even talk of a

1 Procopius : Hisiorine dreand, xi, i
2 (3ibhyon, chap. xlvii, pp. 182~83.  Finlay History of Gresce, P 334
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