
."'■end .'l -'V'i some scour.re tc iwoep them off tin; face ol the e$rth ?
! --Otherivfee n' > safely - ford the in from the wrath of Sir George 

I  a nnh '1. Th< necessity of Heaven’s interposition will be pec-
| ^ $ d U o j y ■ .. ■. " ,  =■ ■ , : 1 ' . . .  ' . ........................ .

1 >w,t n:;!-' f';M n wh.lt 'iu:.; already been ■ published, but a Is O'- 
f,. • » - .nrbj .iiacT resole Lion, which the Lien tenant-Governor of 

has ifcci-'led on the so-called illegal levy of market clues 
nui mooring renU by the zemindars''of Bengal, i

KESO.hUT.fON,
t '!;>y c 'i.'‘t - - v ^ i - - 1 i-.viovy .p y .  ;:.y t ■ ; ■ ■ ' . ? iV W & v .  ;; M «i(d-i V<'<v\*;fc i'Vif•■•f'd> -. e tv y ■' ifcv.fel*, w i " & % '> ? ,Kk'Svte'.v» S A i  v T! ■■ ; :<:■ • , •. - ' :~r>. : \ '. ■ ■ ■ ■ .. ,■ . ' : . ■ ■ rfi .v y>

yh  :: y;-' . . . . .  ■

. . Judicial D ^ artmbn’.t!,
V/.f'O

Police, Calcutta,, the 27lh Jane, *873,
• 't Read again—Circular No. I of the 6 th Juuq 1STf  tA the 

address of all Commissioners of Divisions.
Read also—The Commissioners1 replies thereto,, the whole 

having reference to the levy by the zemindars and others of eeasê  
w hich, were prohibited by Regulation; XXVII. ol TSlUi,

Resolution— 1' ki consequence of reports submitted to Govern­
ment, the Lieutenant-Governor was W  to believe that the pra&fca 
pf levying dndUr, in hauls, and. tolls or mooring .clues on fivef^, , 
and other duties, was v ry widely prevalent, notwithstanding* f j l€ 
prohibition of such practices consumed in the law, and in spite 0f 
the coinpepsation granted under the above Regulation. Uq<}
<’ominissioners of Divisions were, t hovel ore requested after commit 
ji 1 c,.uioi; adtii the Colli';;tors to furnish a full report ( i) as regards 
the degree and manner 'n whie.h, tolls and duties are levied, and 
their character and dlecfc, ami (f) th<> form which bghdaUotX

 ̂ . : should take, if Ji-.oessiry, to. opt » slop W such practices.  ̂  ̂ ;£$



The replies of the .Commissioners have now been received 
considered by the Lieutenant-G overnor.

These papers abundantly show that in spite of stviiigent legal
prohibition and of the compensation given to zemindars, market, 

'yy' boat, and other does levied by mmuJars flourish universally
in Bengal, &c/ "g.- "

Jy Notwithstanding bis vehement denunciations of the zemindars
and assertion of rights regarding market dues and mooring rents, 
and other proprietary rights in the above resolution, His Honor 
has pretty nearly left the things as they were.

Ho' wonder that the zemindars would cry for relief from 
licuven. They would, as we have said above, prefer a scourge., 
which would at once put an end tg their existence, to the moral 

-v torture, which their appointed- ruler and guardian is inflicting1 upon 
them,.- It may be a sport to the high personage, but it is death 

g . ic them." The Hindoo Patriot, August &, 1873, p. 8.63.
- ' <f ArV change after Sir George Campbell will be hailed as a

relief.” ibid., December 8,1873.
Wo leave it to our readers to judge whether Sir George 

Campbell did anything wrong by recording tb. above resolution, 
and thereby deserved the tirades we have quoted above,

g. , We ' request our readers to see the date of the following
lines:—‘‘ With nil his ability, vigor of mind, determination of 
character, amt courage, be (Sir George Campbell) broke down 
•because he was ignorant of the province and people.” The H i ndoo 
fa ir  lot, February 6, lSi'7, p. 63.

Hext we proceed to place before our vendors the following 
pa-vAtgc from Mr. J. Hector’s land, and, Railway* in India,

; ivliiejh will show the' way in which the Hindoo Patriot conceals 
the .yeal state of t h i n g s ! A statement of a somewhat audacious- 
eba faf̂ er regarding the effect.of the I’ennaacnt Settlement on the.

■ 1 . revenues of the country occurs; in the- Hindoo Patriot of the.
25th January last (1875). Tim. H ind oo F a !riot is, I. am informed, 
the organ of the..zemindar party. This is what it says :— 

pa A ‘ The Permanent Settlement has enriched the treasury with 
revenue from other sources (than from the land direct)-. The

■ S f f "  . .■ ;  .■ ^



following'comparative statement shews what we mean 1 I| ft {£fP(
Province. v Receipts. Charges, Burpitu,
t)udh. £ 1,553,309 ' 605,1 h5 04-8,124 ;Dy.,
Central Provinces „ 1,039,826 740,728 289,598 . ' 4$J|

. British Bnrraah. „ 1,218/3.02 055,560 ■ 502,542
Bengal '16,740,427 .5,664,569' i 1,01*5,858
N. W. Provinces. ..,5.769.706 2,447,065 3,022,041
Punjub. 3,034,007 *2,040,004 1,294,130
Madras. „ 8,092,427 5,827,104 2,205,328
Bombay & Sc in tie. „ 9,001,851 7.245,250 1,810,603 9

K will hi seen from the. above,'that Bengal is ■thfe1>bes£ pa.)* 
ing province.' 1

Die thipi'essidri conveyed, and intended ip bd conveyed. by 
this statement., is, that it hi the Permanent Settlement., wi. ,ch hi:G 
etnibled Bengal4a pay sh niuch hume to the general revenues, 
than the other pray me- ; but if we analyze the sum uf 16 
millions paid by Bengal,, we Dali see that the Permanent Settle-

y D . D ,  . . v , • • ■ ,5 , ", • .

ment has done no such thing The sum us composed of tun
following items :■ -

Land ... ... .£ 3.950.000 (gross).
Excise ... „ 755,000 g ■' ..,4
Customs ... Ijh ' i  1,078,000
Bair • ... ... 2.572,000 „ , . Dgl

’D Opium ,,, .. ,, 6,898,000 . •„
Stamps ... g 735,000 „ . -/"g

4y: " - -. ■ Total .. £ 16,048.000
The remaining 1700,000' is ina do up oi nnscvilti.leoue 

.receipts. sUcli as, forest marine, &c. "'S-SsM
Die largest item is the £  6,89-3,000 yielded by opium, ami 

. .this.includes, what is received irom the North Western V’reviuc*-S> 
v hose comribui ion, ibr acme uno* plained icasnn, is ci<’diN J to 
Bengal in. the revenue a woo Units.. .Slat what, in all Lire • woidd,- hWl; 
the Permanent Settlement done for opium; Opium,, we know,- is lu­
ll Government mononolv, an5 Government advancis the mold y 

■. hceeasury !br its. production-. The sail revenue cannot H .avail'd
wvug,.',. .5 • -lyyi: i:i;5u'u-5Dy.:;C yDggDg- ;,;;u

H ' " ..................  .... . ' -. a«?*M
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■ fixjo nr. v thing to *}jij HOuthutient. find siUoJ' us the iccmpt̂  fioik 
customs- are, they 'include 'the d ifj- paid- on importtaken by the 
North West -rn JWmces .and Punjab. 'Pm stab meat Ur >t the 
Perthaucut Settlement has enriched the treasury with revenue 
from other sources’ is therefore opposed to liie L* it* ” ■ : ,

To guard us' from being- misunderstood,.we distinctly, sime. 
that we "do not hereby mean, that Government, should raise the 
hand revenue oi Bengal to eight or nm ■ ororw- of aip<*cs. Vm 
have quoted it only to' expose ' the misrepresentations of the 
Hindoo Patriot;

The Central Provinces.
u Sir Richard Temple’s sefcUehieufc of the Centro.' "Provinces' 

has turned out a blunder ; instead o f prosperity, it ' has brought 
forth misery and mischief) the country is impoverished; tnfe 
peasantry are Sockbg out o f 'it, and. here is the la.-J year's Adrminv . 

. f.raiion Report giving nciv proofs to those,'who still doubted, Utm> ■. 
£ '' gif Richard  ̂boon has proved a curse”  The Friend oj India,

Hov>"mbn' 11, 1876, , ■
- “ The cultivator̂  of these two districts-'. (Chanda and NIraar) 
6i’e it to the Indian Economist alone, that- they are CPw par*

• tially protested from the opprossious of the heW zemindar class 
*’ imited hy the' Settlement throughout the whole of tlie Central
f.'’ Provinces. It is extraordinary ip' olirselves, that.the. Government

,loeg not see the justice and wcewsh y of iusfautly m.akmgra similar 
.modification of these miserable settlement.* thionghout all the 

H| ti$wl districts of the- Provinces. The' last report by Mr. Morns 
Confirms to the. letter all the Econo-Mist’* warnings abptti'. this 

'p iaroous settlement;- and iastead of undoing the wrung, while the
> hr.Pwledge that it is a wrong- i« fresh In the minds of afh. «lt#'es n
4' province', we prefer to close this chapter of our vole ns an urn
d pl-owut one, and to leave the heit and ouccculiny; 'tu'im.i
■ -- ’ f. all times' to reap the results of what ve have in our:. T , rown,
• Tub entire settlement ought to he revised everywhere at' ab-posts,
■t. and it«r evils undone,, though every Malgoozar in the fioymce

inter. rebellion,- What 'arc these hundred, thotisuad'-moii' to’



m  <*oiupated with the millions of the people rind their .Wcondniils 
for at! time? Wo have done a great arid cruel wrong- ia the pro*
Vinces,” fh s ^ ta M m m n , N ovem ber Jh  187If, .

rt Th8 last Central Provinces Report 187 4**73 ,?hows clearly 
: . that the Government h botfuu at. all cosfco to revise our late fata. 

Settlements of those Provinces, before the rights so •unite-sally 
conferred upon the M&jgooaars thereby at the cost of tha. culti­
vators obtain a prescriptive title.,' The settlement is. hardly yet :
ten years old, and for the last seven years we have at intervals 
'called attention to the fatal .errors of. which it is an expression.
Insane as are the rates at which the lan d lias been leased Until 
the close of the century, it' would be unwise perhaps to leave 
those rates as they stand ; although as a result the Provinces. . 
promise to be a heavy burden upon the imperial Treasury for 
the next thirty years owing to the land having been settled al, 
rates that occasion a deficit of nearly £1,000,000 sterling a year * 
in. fire annual provincial balance sheet. That part of the mis- 

i y  chief is perhaps irremediable,: It was done with eyes wide open ’ a j, j
under the assurance of Sir Bichard Temple, that a vo would only 
give the land away for nothing, the people; wohid grow so wealthy, : ( V*
that we should with ease lob tain through the. Custom ttm-se *lr ;

I and Excise twice the revermo we abandoned in the iand. The ’  , 
a9 xt step was to stereotype +brt poverty of the -cultivators in a ■

mass for all time by converting the village Patels >r 
into actual proprietors of the soil ; thus reducing the whole body 
of ryots mediately of Immediately into tenants-at-will under ;
them. The third astonishing error wad; the, including an endr* :
him,is area of the waste land around every village' in the Mar 
gfoKai’it proprietary right ; and the last was- the.offering the re- 

| nminder 6f the waste lands,- a. vast area, in fee simple to any one 
| who liked to apply for them -with a Bttiic pledge 'never to impose.
I either tax or rental upon them. .Wo do verily believe, ill at the 

World has never seen &u era oi unwisdom in, fh-eal subjects at 
f  all approaching the If jtears’ financial rale of India beginning 

with that weak man Sir Barrie Fitere, and winding up with Sir 
m. Biekard Temple’s fioaneo mimsiersiup. Our exposure of the



d policy c>f fee Government led to the withdrawal of 
Code of) the subject three of four:'years ago,’5 ■ . .

Sullivan, Esq. to hi.? evidence before the Select Cum- 
the House of 'Commons appointed, in .1832, s a i d " 1 
le ryotwar settlement to be tils best, 
ryotwar was the old system under'the Native Oovetn- 
rh which we 'haVe improved.
ryonvar system provides for a participation.by Govern- 
ic Waste lauds as they are brought under cultivation, 
feet is to increase the produce and increase capital}
. capital/ trade naturally grows and consumption

yotwar system has always been found move productive 
I-than -the other systems-”' Answers to Question# 12, 
mid iOJ Minutes-of Evidence, Revenr.e, Gambians, 

the best regulated ryotwar districts, the efficiency of 
(•Police is as remarkable as the want of . ail organized 
, aad the consequent morality and dmradter of tlio 

11 ^  A. I). Campbell, Esq, Ibid, 2438, Ibid,
A writer in the Calcutta Jlavievj, Vol. XVII. says The 

' revision of the assessment of the Madras Provinces is a measriv,
§ w . g , ■ which a,is been ad vocatcd through a long series of years bv the 
V.\, ablest and best members of the Madras Government....We have 

•hewn that every Collector from the time of Colonel Reid to the 
present day hits suggested measures (for reducing the land-tax) 
which we advocate, and that Governor after < Jommoi, Mtouo, 
lmshingtoii, and Elphinstouc, have supported them. The’ TTomt. 
(jhwerum* ut is surely prepared 1 » (feal impai tiallv' With its 

'* jiioviuces, and we have, therefore, full confidence that brighter 
* days are at hand. . .

" To us w. own,' that the State of the district (of Ealetn)' ...
appears to1 afford clear proof of the decided iabire of the zemimiaii 
system in Madras: though tried under tlio greatest advantages/-



4’he previous surrey assessment careful registry of rights 
have prevented many of the. consequences, which .followed 
upon this great and well-intended measure in Bengal and N. W  
.Provinces, and ought, if anything could have done.so, to have 
secured the success of the,system ; but still it has failed. We 
cannot attribute the Mure to over-assessment, for under a ryot- 
war system, many of the estates have 'exhibited a marked, steady, 
and most satisfactory -recovery from the state into which the 
MutaMars had brought them. Its tainre was owing, generally, 
to the avarice and oppression of the Mutahdars, to the want of 

. irrigation, and to their grasping demands upon the people.
To illustrate this point, let us examine the history of some 

of the Mutahs; It will bo remembered, that they were handed T
pM'dr to the Mutahdafs’at a fixed assessment, generally 10. to 16 
percent, below the collections -made unde.' 'the ryot war system; 
but they reverted to-Government in a luintscl condition. Thei| 
gradual recovery under ryotŵ r management, though no relaxa­
tion of demand was conceded, is, we think, a triumphant proof 
of the effects of limited fkdd assessment and tenure direct from 
(Government.

There is, most certainly, nothing in the character of the 
Mutahdars generally calculated to exert a beneficial effect on the 
people. With some few exceptions, what Francis Horner 
describes as that odious character, which an increase of wealth 
without an increase of knowledge is sure to generate, is typical 
pf these factious landlords.

The effect of the system on the Police of the district has 
been most unfavourable. We believe that it is not more strongly 
ingrained in the minds of Englishmen, that the legislative power 
and the executive should b<- distinct ihan. it is in du.it pi the T&q| 
Hindoo, that the person to whom .he pays rent is the person from 
whom he is to expect protection, and to spoil re this protection he 
must obey his zemindars orders. JBy ;ho xemindari system 
this enormous p'lslige is transferred from the Government 
to the zemindar, or from a responsible servant of the Govern- 
piOiil to an .irresponsible private individual, from a man whom



B of good land lying uncultivated, which, tiny person may occupy : • 
. _ cn paying the Sircar rent, it R evident that no i*yot will hold

land bf another, and pay an additi-m of (Ivor or six per cent, upon 
tire Sircar rent, when he why get land, of the same kind vutbou- 
paying way such, htereuse.''’ Quoted in the firlnvipUs v.ni.1 
f 'oliaj of British } n<ha, p. 4"h

pi ■';  /  : T ; ■ THE PEASANT .PROPRIETORS ,. Y  ,
1., _ ■ . The ProdudivemeH?. of Small i'anns,

"Anywhere in the neighbourhood of Zurich, h* looking to ' 
phe right or to. the left, ■ w- id:' h'tfack with die extraordinary 

/i,:;' i,f>du5ln of the mho’0 x ri.» iu „he industry they shew in Who ; 
cultivation of the land, ,1 .’ n; ■ ioiv say they- are unrivalled. 
When I used, to open n.y cn at.unit In-tween L ir ntul nic in tip;:,., 
morning to lu W oart ;p)hnf:!ie lake and fan distant Alps., T saw 
the labourer in rlrOielH, and When X returned from an. ovor-ing 
wall long after sunset, as fate perhaps as half-past eight, there’ 
was tire -.labourer mowing his grass or tying up his wiles.' But 

, ‘ fberc are i\ aw! better evidences of the industry of the 
Zcbchefa than merely seeing them late aud early at . work. It 

• impossible ss to look afc a held a garden., a hedge, scarcely eveii; ;
B  a tree, a, (lower cv & vegetable, without perceiving proofs of the 

ri' reme care and ■ industry, that am ;,osf owed upon the euitiva ■ 
•tpoH"pf the soil. 1X> for . example, a path leads'through'or by the 

T gide of a held of grain, the com is. not. as m England,.permitted;:.
' 1 - to hang over the path, exposed to be pulled .*i troev t down j>/

every passer-by; ifc is everywhere bounded by a fence; stakes. . 

are placed at :nferv?,k ot about a yard tav: ah uH two and four 
feet from the gtvnnd boughs of trees are passed longitudinally 

pr-n--. If voir doolc bao a hell tatyard nveudisg, v̂ hdre tin-un are 

large Imds of ouutijB v.ver or ba-bhagev yoii will hud that every 

single plm has been w ■< u i. In the gardens, which around'
m . .



The vegetables are planted with seemingly mathematical 

accuracy ; .riot a single-wood, is id be soon, nor a si.(g!e stone;• v-'

Plants are not earthed up ns with us, but are placed ir> . sum)!, 

ludlows, into each of which a little manure cs putyaud each, plant 

is watered daily, Where seeds ere sowt>. the earth directly ■

hbove is broken into the lines,t pew dor; every phrub, every flow or ■

' is: tied, to a. stake - and Where there,1s .a wail fruit a- trelli.ee is ■ j

Greeted against the wall to which the boughs are fastened; -init :

Ihero is not a single twig, that has not its appropriate lestiny h

place.1' In g h s ’d iSwitserlaiid and Bouih o f  Fnotcc, ?oi. X, p. p. ''"’1
9‘>„9Q

' ■ w*“ ~ p • ; , y ; y;
la another place, ho says/ whdi speaking ol the linga«liu„ " it tad

(with respect to which he had pteviousJy stated, that the whole

the laud belongs to the peasantry). “ I did uot sufficiently •’

. enlarge upon the industry of the inhabit an ts, but it deserVey h

panegyric. There is not a loot of waste land in the Engadhtuy

the lowest part of which is not much : lower than the top of

Snowdon . Wherever grass.Will grow, there y Is ; wherever &
rock will bear a blade, ; verdure is seen upon it; wherever ire  

. , . *■ 
will succeed,, there it is cu novated. Barley and oats have also ■, yU,’. : , y 'V_ :■ ■■■■'  ̂ ‘ V . ’■ ' ,e . ;• S' • ' .•) i /■■

. their appropriate spots-; and wherever it is possible to.ripen a "

little patch of wheat, the cultivation of it is attempted.” Ib id :,

:  p :p .1 « -« . i f f i f  ,1  .■ yh/  h ; . : . ■ '
Jh i. Laing covin nis these statements, and applies the- dcscrip- ;

tiou to Swltx ' Urifi generally. “ The spots of land” ho says . ;

“ du-w the sarrie daily Care in the fejqiciiig, digging, weeding, and 

'watering. J’he owners have a kind of Robinson Crusoe industry I

ah a the.it heaps and little properties; they are perpetually 

iuiiiitig, repairing, altering, or improving something about their 

Uuumwuts. ' N otef o f  a, Traveller, p. p. Sod 55.

“ In Germany, Mr, Hewitt, after mentioning that the land 

‘ ls the most part in the haud,l of the people/ and parcelled 

out-, amongst- the multitude;’ describes the peasantry as labouring VJ’. ; - . a> . “hy- py- y "y
' early and late, because the/ feel that they are labouring for

, 7*6

jyylyyy ,, (V ■ lb

.V. ... \V 1 .

Zurich aw esirenKly t'ui mmd piimdilmua cue a evinced



t; t‘i 1 .1 - '! \ vs/ (Th ‘i t’ is not u. hour of too vc; c.’ be adds. 'in A
h-hd ■ which they do not find increasing beoupation. in Ike depth of

’ when the west hoi1 perdu them by any means to get "A

h duj. of doom, they are always finding something to do. They

CL̂ rv onfc their manure to the lands hiie the frost is hi therm 1

' If there is dot frost, they are busy clearing ditches and felling

’ olj fruit trees, or such as do not bear well Such of them aa. y

,irn too poor to liy in a sufficient stock of wood, find plenty of

Work hi ascending into the mountainous woods and Iningiiig tkenco

, It would'astonish the English common people to see the

intense labour with which the Germans earn their firewood; In; '

■ tiiedepth of.frost Mid snow, go into any of their hills and woods,

, and there you find them hacking up stumps, cutting off branched , ,

tmd gatliorihg, by alt means, which the official wood-police . will

allow, boughs, stakes, and pieces of wood, which they convoy

, ]iUt,no with the most incredible .toil and patience/ H u w itfs
tinral and DiWi-edio Life o f  (J en m n y , p. 41.

, ■ ■ As M r. liiglis had declared the industry oi‘ the small fun-

,(1 jn mto)'g ot Zurich to be f Unrivalled/ so Hewitt cud’ls the smalt

jjp/ proprietor,- of Germany;" thOgjhost industrious puisUntry in the

world/ the truth being, as Mi. Mill-hpidy'observes, in commenting

ol, tb'S work of MV. Hewitts that/ whoover is 'acquainted with

o dv one 1‘mnoti in Which there are peasant proprietors, invariably ■

Irhiuks the pons-û Lvy of fchai; particular x*eghm the rrfSjjfet indastri^

, mis in tho world/ Enough surely has now been said to prove

f' that there is no vice wuh which small farmed are less justly

-■ harg.iblo than with idleness, and it Cannot be necessary to pro

,/h ‘ dnee other witnesses: in their favour Irons}/the ChanUtl Islands,

‘ th- Tyrol, or from the. Saxon colonies of Transylvania, . ■ - '

* / I appears then that the disabilities represented as insopaT-

n‘bie from flic condition of small farmers have do loal existence,

' . and that there is really nothing to prevent prisons of that class

from practising the mou approved methods'of cultivation. They

f„ are not necessarily root, but mi the contrary, as their rate of

. profit is higher, are likely to be roUtpvely richer than largo farmer.-., ;

they can lay out more money on their laud in proportion to its

p S ^ V h - '  ' ' '' VVhhh'i:/h/''-AG
WtKKMW&£*y ** nvpw '-.my ' A. Ah

' ; . ' , . A ' ' '' / ■



extent; thev can u.-o more , they can buy for thon'.selvo.s

, All ordinary agricultural implements; and, by combination among .j

themselves, can obtain the .MSS'.of the most costly machine r or r

effect the moat; expensive' iroprovom^nts ; the idea of their being 

prevented by waitb of space from varying their crops, is ineroiy /

fanciful; and although they may be able t.o carry fin,, .dr vision of \

. labour as for as. might be desirable,, their disadvantages in that am1 '
all other respects .is touch more than conn to.-balanced by, I ho 
superiority of their Industry. .No fields can be more carefully 
tilled than theirs ; nowhere is the ■ground more free neutly. turned k
up, more thoroughly drained, or kept freor from .weeds, foie .,’..>4 
smaltfarmer rnay be ignorant, may work with bad tool-, and 
may not distribute hi.; labour in ib * most economical ruamv t ; 
but with all his stupidity and awkwardness he nevertheless 
contrive.i to make his laud yield more Hiau a i a - > occupier • .-v® 
with all bis skill could obtain from it. This has already bom  
shown to be. the ease, and it is, indeed, so well known to nil a
who have taken tbo trouble to inquire ipito the maUer, that if 
the.question at issue between large -uni small farms were, to ho 
determined by their reaper live amounts of gross produce, a verdict 
would inialhably be giw.n in favour of the latter.

That is the best system of agriculture, not which provide;-- . f,

for one class at the expense of another, but which insures the 

Largest amount of happiness to all. The oiiir.ivat.ors of the earth 

are not as they are too often represented, little bettor than 

machines, whose business it is to raise food for the rest of man? 

kind, and whose consumption of part of what they themselves ' J 
produce, is to be regretted as a. national loss, a deduction from 

the sum. of national wealth, and is,.consequently, to be restricted 

as much. -;s possible. Their office is not, no matter by- means ■ f  

what ,st‘if • jiri va-uon, to provide the largest possible surplus produce 

for other classes. They are then,solves, not less than im.-isnns '•> 

and manufacture .̂, constituent parts of the community, and it r& 

essenthil to nationai- welfare, that they equally with iho others.

"'dn'iiiii bo maintained in plenty and eamfoVb.’’ W. i . 'i'h:n'■>iv-h
Pic ■ h< Pea^mt Pi'opvieiors.

.i P fS  f o g ■■ ;. yg.p - 'PkSfo

V■ ̂ f %, v , C^vp- T  ?> - fo.rj' , V’. ,.«b , \ * A



V,: Social E jh c h  1/ t' fu-i-ai F ropr!.el/ oM p.
. 'The small landnwnm can mote easily bear the expenses a#■ ■>' id: ■ ■ p' ■: ■■'•.' •

cultivation, of procuring proper implements and manure, of drain­

age and bright ion,ynd he nan keep more livestock. A  small 

*j . knsoho'der can lay oat more; money on his fend in proportion to 

* fK; extent t han a large occupier; hut a small propaeLorenu spend

S  ' more - han either. He has, besides, a very ranch stronger metares 

A:: ipiVeflfecting improvements:‘ A  sn> ill proprietor' says Auhun Smith ■

feyld' fe. knows evevy part of Ms little territory, who views it with Mi 

■ , 'cue pfection, which property, especially smyli property, naturally :

inspired and, who, upon that account, takes ■ pleasure not paly rn 

'cultivating, but in adorning it, is generally of all improvers' tbo 

most industrious, the most intelligent., aim the most successful.'

> Young exclaims: ■ Give a man tbo secure possession o; a bleak

roe:',, and ho .will I fro it into a garden,’ there is : no. way so sure 

. ( carrying tillage to a mountain top as by permitting the neigh- 

Ivon ling villagel-s to acquire it in property. The magic of pcopony 

siii.is sand to gold;' #

% /  Tho peculiar feature’ says Mr. Laiog, ‘ u» the condition of

(he iSvyiss. population— the great charm o f Switzerland, next to 

iis natural scenery, is the air of well-being the neatness, the 

sorn.e or property imprinted tni tbo people, ■ therr noluings. and 

g ir plots of land. The spirit of the proprietor is not to be 

nufeak- n m all that otic sees' In the whole of the Engadjne, 

bird belongs to the peasantry, and ‘ in no country in Europe,1 

I ' sry? Mv. Joglis, ' will be fennel so few poor as in the Ehgadrnod 

l>\ Tim happiest community,' saya Mr, Hill, which it bus ever heem 

mV lot to ia.il in with, is to be ..to a nit in this little i.-hind of 

yfefe’by,; ;t nsoy/ ‘ "Mo mutter, says George. Head,.' to wh.»t.pyjut the 

.tvulku may chose to boH<i his v.av, eo.nlbi t r very whole piovaita ’ 

j he people ui Cittern aro ns well -clan. as longed. 1 oc woik»

«ng thus'- of the men. who wear a. short bfee keek over t h e i r .

. - other cloths, is not indeed very becoming-, but it is never nigged ; ;

-md oil Sundays' they don a suit of broad cloth, while their wives, 

daughters, oi nmi.se, make at least an eoual. .disptuyo| the 

^p^feiiMd'uaja symbols of n-;p..hubiUy. J *

I I , ®  |||f 1 I $'/ || ,ifei if

g
m £ c ? r
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•; What uvafĉ s the evidentaffluence of these islanders a mil';

more gratifyixig spoetacle, iŝ Jlts utmost ,u illusion, Beg^iry aro 

utterly unknown, "ai^Tbetr absence cannot be wholly accounted . . ;4  
for by the interdict enacted against, them; lor in bngland, where 

their profession is equally illegal, not. a day passes without your 

meeting several, whereas in the Channel Inlands not one is ever 

seen.

It is especially deserving- of notice, that the prosper!'.y of 

Guernsey is not only great., but has long been Steadily advancing; * 

in other words, that the progress of population has been loss 

rapid than the progress of wealth,” If, T. Thornton ’s T ien  for- 
Peasant P r o p r ie to r .

The M oral Kffecfs o f  P easan t Proprietorship .
Honesty, sobriety, and loyalty, duly combined with inde­

pendence of spirit, are pre-eminent in peasant prop mow,;. 

Honesty, in the most common, if not the mod, exalted, aocer.t.v. ■ ; . f 

.ti'-.-n of the tovm, signifies little more Hunt respect for the rights 

/ pf property, and pone aro so likely to pay suclpyeapeci as those 

-,vho have property - of their own. v/oicli they v. >nh to see respected,.
A  peasant proprietor may bo said to feel as well as to understand .

U b moro> obligations. His anxiety to preserve his own rights 

from invasion informs him that his neighbours ace similarly . 

solicitous, arid he knows that unless he abstains from molesting 

them, he earmot reckon upon their forbearance. Ho teaches his 

child re a the same wholesome lessons. Provided he ho ids his 

laud by a secure tenure, incessant diligence .commonly rewards-; A;;, 

him with the competence he deserves, and 'may as he is, he 

could, no doubt, if so disposed, steal a mum to now and time to 

take off a r]ra.m ; but. he values money; too highly to squander it 1

on intemperance either in meat or prink. His fault is rather to . 

be too ^paring in ids flic'. Helms a hhwng hearth (sp-.-ali.ing 

of cold countries) and a neat parlour of his own, and sir-ting 

there'with his family about him, has no wish for a change of. 

scene or company.

Deriving their support from their awn resources,-they can ifo



isiH'h i iii the pride of Sti!f-depcmdenco, and scorn, the idea of 

I.nw- Mnui subtii.dmu'u to rifcy, Neither desiring the favour,

■ nor foil-in.!? the enmity of their richer neighbours,they can ac.

rest them without'servility, Not that the possession of property 

' in'giviopf them, iiidopenuo'rmo, renders'them insubordinate : rvhuo 

■ n per,nits them to respect themselves, it teaches them also to 

nv.m-ct five laws.
, A. more day-labourer, half-am ployed, and wre*chbd ■ •paid,

: who is compelled to apply tWbe neighbouring landowners for a

livelihood, and obtains from them only a', miserable subsistence,

‘ not nmmtnuiliy rccv-ds his employers as oppressors, takes 

y opportunity of allowing his spite against diem by wanton 

aodxê sio.ns, aiai is ever ready to listen to the. harangues of setii- 

dyl;: fcious flemagrigues. .But o peasant proprietor has bo such cause

it,i envy or animosity against the .owners of larger estates, but 

. is lather disposed to. join with thorn in repelling: any attack on 

'.. their common rights ; he is deeply interested in the preservation . 

of tranquility, and proportionally fearful of cr-’i! convulsions, in 

which he might. lose his all. He molesta no one, who does not. 

molest him ; and as for politics, provided neither bis privileges 

nor his prejudices be attacked, he cheerfully leaves them to those 

who have more taste and capacity for their discussion. Through ­

out western Europe, from the Polar to the Mediterranean seas, 

wherever there are peasant proprietors, there likewise is an order-.

. ]y and loyd brutal population. In the Channel Islands, Norway,

. Eeipinm' Switzerland, and Germany, there are no rick Burners, 

no 'breakers of thrashing machines, no. riots among the country- 

people, and no csciefc disafhetiun. The peasantry are thriving 

- mid content, and sincerely attached to. the laws under which they 

l  ■ enjoy so: m\\eh happiness. Even France presents rn». exception to 

the. truth of this remark. Popular outbreaks are oertrnly of 

N frequeu oecv.ir. uce there, but they do not.take place in rhe wind 

jjty; districts, Among the incidental advantages posseted by. email 

, : proprietors, should be mentioned one enjoyed by them in com 

. .. men with small tenant-farmers and allotment holders, viz, toe. 

Hcilitieu which their social situation affords for the moral and.



tvise have Keen -thrown a way; mid -these pursuits dre' not! the less 

cheerfully followed because they ufe perceived tci be profitable, 

to lighten f,he common toils, ami to increase the coftumdt stoie*

The girlsj besides, help then mother indoors!, and lb the siune;: -vy

pleasant and unconscious manner are initiated hi to the. mysterloS;#:'^^ 

of house -keeping, and taught the important secret how to mu' o 

home happy. Such constant co-operation of all the members of 

a fautilv tightens the hojuiri of ath'oiiot) arid promotes domestic y '/ 

V harmony, and more directly favours the adoption yl‘ early hnbim

‘■ ■l of indugtrv frUuaiity, afid imparts curly instruction in chose.

particular kinds of informal:,ion, which aref most 1 vice ly to be prac* 

tic'rdly useful iu after Life.' W. T. Thornton*§ P U a j o f  Pniusant 
P ro p rie to rs  .

H  . ..^

'.Extract fn n h  tlLePiiiwdes, vol. il, v. X*6u.

• •“ Whilst art's!■' rrt. Kurope was divided among small free agri­

cultural nations, their prosperity Was! increasing With w'^udetful.. ■ y. 

rapidity; cultivation extended fioui the plains oven to' ihemrtm'?*:-.. }P't  
mi'ts of the ihounifiihs, all tlie means of increasing tire fertility of 

thl land were Successively discovered,, all tlie productions.of the 

sin! which could satisfy tire tastemf mart were., fey turn, called . '■

into e.visfence ; that fClmpagna of Home now so desert, made f 

vvholesoririe hv the breath of man, was covered with; so close a ■ ./ ’

popuhiUmi, that five acres were suppi ?ed tm be amply sts.'lL-ient 

for the support of. a fa drily; in spite of frequent wars this popular Vi 

ft  ion increased continually ; as a hive of bees gives out a suvr.rm 

every year, so it was necessary for every city after the develop- . y 

uiexit j i  otic peuuraii&a *o scud out u co:or»y; and this enio.cy



> f> ■ m (oo.noi eg social progress at ter the same principles with peasant- 

T?-.. proprietors and expecting every thing from agriculture, rapidly 

advanced towards the same prosperity. It was then that the 

human race spread itself ever the.ialoe of the earth, and that, in 

.eeij. -deal independence, hi the bosom, of abundance and of virtue, 

those nations giew up, whoso fate it was, at a later period, to 

become the sport of politics and of war.

That rural happiness, the picture of which history presents to 

us in the glorious times of Italy and Greece, is not unknown ill 

our age.. Wherever are found peasant proprietors, urn also fciind 

that ease, that security, that independence,.that confidence iu the 

future which assure at the same time happiness and virtue, The 

1 peasant, who does, with his children, alt the work bn Uis little 

inheritance, who neither jays rent to. any one above him, nor 

wages to any one below him, who regulates his production by 

his eon minpfcion, who earn bis own corn, drinks his own wine, is 

cloitied with lli- own flab and wool, cares little'about knowing 

the prior, of the market , for ire. has little to soli, and little to buy, 

arid' is never-ruined by the revolutions of commerce. I'bir from 

■ fenfhi'Sf for the future, it is embellished by his hopes; to i he puts. 

. ..out to profit tor his children, or for aged to coble, every instant 

which is not required by the labour of the year. Only a few 
0 . moments sfeoldrf from otherwise lost time are required to piifc iafo

the gr .hid the nut, Which in a hundred years will become a large 

bee; to hollow.mi the aqueduct which will drain’ his held for 

; : iver; to form the conduit which will bring him a spring of

. water; to' ameliorate, by constant attention; all the kinds of

animals and vegetables' by which he is Surrouuued. This little 

patrimony is a- true saving hawk always ready- to receive bis little 

profits, and usually to employ all his leisure moments. The eG>r- 

}a.--'iog power of nature makes them' fruitful, and returns them to 

him a hundred fold The peasant has a s.votig feeling of the 

happiness attached to the condition of proprietor. Thus he is 

always eager to parch rise hind at any price, He' pays.for it mbre 

fiowi it is worth; ) or-! .'than it will return perhaps,*, but what 

a tee son ■ he has to esteem at a high pried live advantage 6f



■ 1 1 ■ ths 'inluibilL11 '^veu i i i  a country' "wtVere the giio>ate is
hht ' rude, the' soil ;> !<’ iy fm ih and where late frosts and or- '
ihp V COil iUU SOHSCnii pfUstl ((OStl't)J? the hope’s of I'llo lab >U1 oT, Who. 

tiioi wo p&ss tlirougit the cheerful Em noth mi, or burv oursel'. f•■; 
jil the uK-.aot va/joys o f the canton o 1' F’eii o. wo cajm-n 
*t‘t* diout minor.,'ion without being1 affected.. f.'ioso woo .dm 

. h-'iist'c of i.he least peasant, so' vast, so wo!! closed, so w  II cons 
t;<no-il. so •< wired with carvings. In the inteuor every; d< taeh *1 
chan;hot: of the numerous’ lanuiy oven-: into largo-oori'idors : each ~ s .  

rpon: has only one htxi, tvud it is abundantly, proved -j with ... A\
• .ciu'-tam.?' and \vd$T covr, legs > f  'the -whitest linen ; furuffdro, ih'hdh

caadidv ho;,........mmmh, i t ; h.n cum t , am full <>t hm-n ^
didm is large, v.adl ventilated and exquisitely neat; under tin; w.„- 
rathe-roof on  found pvovi.vw; o f  corn, of"salt moat, ‘ v cheese 

Vi said yin the «.tub\- are seen. the most, beaut dnl „ P 
■ v̂ ' die i!■ io i he l)£sj,at1!eoaed to ; ih garden <( r at,

no a ot.-, t • ! -  o . well .ts the Cornell ate ivanuiy and re <n >
V: ehi/1— tiic last /preserve with pride lic it  an ion;, u i , v ,  nod

^c'*,r ' M countenances the marks of vipwm- nod ol' n ;,.dh
th- y -no u i okrug h-uu that beauty o f leature which In- ,, 
naaraei-ji -d i i ,io. wherk tpr juanv gein'intiojis i  ho f , ^

■ vice nor from Want.'■ Let. other w 'h-w* hat n m y
their - op u len ceS w i ban land, may-, id a1 ays v.iih m o ,  t.
peasantry rr) opposition to it. • •••, *

- r‘ 'hn p-au-jnL p*.>niifltm m , of ail cultivator:-., the WJ ,
' <'bt i no most from the soil,.for it L lu who think m w lC

tjr? ■ ' 'v”4 I _ “hiV^h ; .. ;.r>h ;■ :'■■■ ' Vf” -\,:w- h'h/- :. d'-. ■ - ,'n-Ww -“vy-; 1 • • 1 /dyer hphd nh hiW- •
' o '-$ K-h;,how  :hd .y f ‘i f v - o h ' - t o r : ^  ihhpwmyi'y h ^ h  r-;.:-ifd  v p , ; /1^7-,h; vhg:im{hr' € ^

Ki/**':' . :*■  ** ■ ... v̂?r. ■ • m -;,’,./ . . .• .• - . ' '• • y /A -*  V Vv ■$



; future as well as being the ttiost enlightened by. experience -t n
h" oho also makea the greatest profit tof.:li uE4a.n 1st hour, because 

r ' dividing hU occupations nmoug all tko members >T the fripb’y 
fe,.; . 1 • , . - iv  ■ .some iW e-m-y day of the year so rat tln?r t id

,• ...tit. i iitoo for any on e ; o f all cultivators he is tV  happiest; and at 
* the same time in a given space. Land, without be mg' exhausted,.

never produces so much food, or employs Romany inhabitants -ms 

I . when they are proprietors, lastly of all .cultivators the peasant 

v .proprietor is the one, who gives most encouragement to commerce 

.-mi .aid. rrv, for he is the richest. P-h-dl v,o conclude from this 

if; that all proprietors should also be labourers ? No: we take, 

society as it is, with pour and rich and wo' believe this variety it 

its conditions most advantageous to its dcvelopinnutfe Quoted 

v- SU/xicmdi* P olitU nl JScotiomp a n d  P frU w cghy o f

II f  r>1 , % l, p p, 1 ‘ *3-95, ,
w t e d  __ * ■

.«* f’Vfr - . ■ ■
,• • ■ The Coi (tiffyQtf o f the French be$ 8tvt%tnj he fore the R evotu

■ t u r n  o f  17X 0-S S .

u The fiscal and feudal oppression under .which the peasantry 

g eaned would bofeutrifr mt of itself to account for their- dopres- 

r ■ *1011. 'Among other giie-vou-s- taxes were those on ia-od and on the 

'profits of tat a dug, to which theyalone were subject, the clergy 

uni gentry being exempt. These taxes,besides being very onerous 

■ wore not even of fixed amount. The rates wore altered from 

■ ■ : year to. year at the discretion of 1 he intun deli U and their deputies,

villi- in assessing districts oi parishes, .professed to be guidqd by 

the appearance of the crops, and in. assessing individuals by the 

stork upon lboit farms. It was the interest, incretore, of every 

stUT-iCi io appear to have ps little- stock as possible, and copge.f-; f  
1 qooiitiy to employ us lit1 iu . as possible in- its cultivation and

Jl0lK. n Its in movement The game laws wore sthi more out­

rageous than those respecding tbs collect.ion of revenue, i ’uoro 

voie numerous edicts, .which prohibited weading aud hoeing,, lest .

■ the young partridges-should be disturbed ; .-steeping' ■ seed,, lest it 

? luorn injure their health; manuring it with night-soil, lost their ' 

v ’ Prvour should be spoilt by ttouir feuding on tbo corn so treated ; ■
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W , fcw. invaders.  ̂ They wquM ^ ' ‘‘V  ̂ ' ^'

" :, h , ' , r » ^  »f *i» p“H * -
•■ !.„', ",Uj hi.' . oi:'iv ii.oir 1V,|» < and are cm .wqu :nI'} ’h- 'l

U .,i.id i................ ' T,uoh cittar w.!, M - •••:. and olotmxL
V i i / V w  ., tU  cn.Kiiy. . -Withtt  lotonolj

»■"'...... . empire, '.relieved' KrK;t ,|li,rt•a f-yvulaUyift : ^

V,.- ; fl;



becaMBe ii ()!/ favourite theory to- cuppor!, and being 

l .u m o r e  than, a . keen and shrewd observer, - hu-s ounce' .ems 

weie always perfectly unbiased, ‘ and distinct recoileofiott' of the 

nmer endecs of Franco, I an- iin-L »--tl to a--vrt t-.hab upun.the ■■■ ;

, ’Htoic, the Fieach poasanfry are the happiest of any 'country ' ,;

a in fhjtrope.' '(/‘ ivitseriu dd m i■ i South o f  Fr<i .>ce, Voi il.. p 2050

, "While passing through Languedoc, [ugfis particularly remark id 

the very miv abm posts ion oi the l.ibmn-i iems. .A b;n -!«h m -r 

H ^ ^ ^ ice ived  two francs. The people appeared to he. well oil!

= paupers '.were rare. Ho. did not son one m iserable between < Mr- v 

'• . <'n .finue ami Toid'o.-se, The peasantry are. observed to be most'

,y; y prosperous in those parts of Franco in winch the largest piupor-

pwj: i i ' tippbof them ai'o proprietors.’

, ■ Mr. IL*ray Lxjlv. *r remarks that by far the • gr< vvcsfc «utu­

be*’ of the indigent is Co be fbiu ! in r,he northern dopm • au-pup 

where 1 im! is less divided than elsev*’hone, am! cultivated with 

larger ..capitals, " (M on a rch y  of the M iddle Glass, V A, ii.,(

.M r, Bir&beck noting that on the road from St, Fieri c to,d;.p’-1 '■, : >■ ;■... t . . 1 • -V . '.bp "/b ,,p
"Mot.lius, f i.ht, lower classes ippefartd less coiiifortsbh.;,’ fm mi ua ■ 

enquiry that 1 few of tile peasantry tdiereabOUts v> eie "'epiniiorsd * 

liii'l-ber! 'J'aur to F ra n ce ,-p. 30,

byb r r ' ■ Mr. La Qitesud, who> wired asking the causes ot cho smil* 
mg productiveness o f Anjow and Tmua.'n received for ammer 
turn, M'.e. land was; divided into small parcels, noticed th-d the >•
horses of thy count:ry . people there were rtmarkabie for tin ■ K\

: ncaumss, and incUoativij of the ease and comfort of - their •y ’vhdt-:v;- ,y'h.bdtV ;Fpy; ps.-v.d "Mbvp' bdr '/id ; -d ;,: p? b r'v,'": vi• -A ■. d A ■"•..••••'
pOtiRC&SO,/,. ■ ., ’’ f*

' . . Mr, B,h ,\b(vh sni.i ' i have inquired, ami every body metres ■ ■’
. ■ ' . ' . , ' ‘ ' . . b'-ApP

nto Unit .agriculture has been. improving’ rapidly for the In; t
‘ twenty-five* years; that the;riches and comforts of .the cultivators 

. of the soil have been tlunbied since thm p.n : m, ; od that u«-f> '

iniprov*meet irts takon placed’) the coiiditi n and el »

( tin f eumo.ir.[Copk,;. On; my first landing I was afruck wah the '\[f}
o 'e -c .lido . jjiS'ii'iiiv’ of die wmi.ing elms?: I sos 1 lb; s mo

; . ■ O '  ■■ ' p ; ;  ■ : d  ’ ' ■ '  ’ b . ■ b '  '■ " .  A



K f.w. of com for r fist*! pFnty whf. 'Vt>r X proceed. I ask for the 

' wretched peasantry, of whom I have heard; and read so iniich', 

bo?; I run always rbfer' ûi to the Revolution. ; it scorns they ’mnvbrn 

nd then, rJ;i 10 ..labouring Ham here is ceiMiinlv much higher on 

the .kj ml scale than with ash Every opportunity of colleethfg 

Hilhrwtioi) on this subject Oohfffiro} my first impression,- that 

there are very tow really poor people' in France. ' In England, a 

■ ■ poor mrfn and » labourer are synoniruoiis. termsj we speak fault- : 

i/b/ , iiavly o f  the poor, tneamng class; uo! ao here/ (T ou r i n  F~ ■ii%cel 
r> n 1 i 19..)

‘ Mr; Cabbvfd Trtrnss surprised to find that the; 'labouring .
people or peasantry had tisuaby .cows of their own, sometimes 

 ̂ j ’ one, sometimes two or three, besides pigs.; he could not help see­

ing that their dress was better than that of labourers in England, 
and that theiY breakfast of cabbage soup, bread, and- wine, was a 
thousand times better than the, cold potatoes and tea' -with which 
pen rlo of t,’io Krtina class in this country often prepare for a bard 

,J' bay's work. He saw besides (u, great .ratty beggars, but not, more 
of tlicm' bo acknowledges, 1 in the country parts of France than 
be , ouiibhav.e' soon in Kiujlnnd if travelling along the same high 

<" lio ad Is, ‘ i 1-ete h Ibis impoffc-ifit ififfcrenco between
[ p  i 1 - ;■■■-■ r;.;

tic! appearance v,t beggars in trance and England . a Very i&t'gr:

Tjs portion* of our beggars are neither aged tier infirm, While ui 

France there is scarceiy any object'of: this description, that b flot■'Z,:" 1 ,it ■ l': ■ * . ,l\ • i ■ -•••'
<41 or in some wav incapable of eanirng a living. Th- greater 

pm j of the English beggars bog because they cannot got employ - 

- eng and the beggar-'' .d France beg because they arc it nth tod
I f t f ' - v t B H - V X y - , . _ V _ ' „■ , ... ■

foe employment. i t  is the state of society in EugUspi] which 

. cvea'of. the. 'beggar, while in it ranee it, is his inability to render 

.av-Hhy any. service/ (Hide  through F r a n c e ,-p,-210,/.' ( W . " T ,
I'bwrnton.i P lea  fo r  P easant P roprietors, .

,r%t; > i  ' f V'*' :
" T ,~' /"'■■■' -

Tho, JCh'cts o f  P easan t P rop rie to r  H ip  on  JSfm'n England, Russia,
. P orth  Am erica, and  Portvait, and  on the O oPJnef4  ( leri/rc'dhp 

IBh L " 1 Mew Eoglan j - the North, and Maryland and ■ Virginia m ■ ■■

r/j*/ the Sw-c./i, were both colonized about the same period by people
■ 'Fee.:'': ‘ xn-if . '■ y* ,

fH gM p ; . - ft ‘ /ftffpjhf
f"  -  ■ . • - - . . ... . . . “ ■:.



■ . .  1 ^  } 1 ■ ' zr*M
of the same rhec, speaking the same language, and under a tomb ■ 

d; lar form of Onven>roer»t. In the South the. land was original!' 

parcelled out iutb vast estates on the English model. But 

early settlers'- or their descendants could do umbiug wi. 

large properties without labour, and free labour was not to be -'J 

had ia a country where there was no land available for settle 

;i£ ^ r  Ja01,f. Hence .slavery became adnecessity in the South, In ‘ in- . 

North, on the other hand, where the land was taken ia m :: ,  

BocfcioHS by actual cultivators, slavery was unknown, wag1'; • 

were uniformly high, agricultural setHornonN made rapid progves 

,apd the country became pm parous .to an extraordinary degreys/’

Tfic- Wecinyiinde?'. Rmim., Voi. XXXTIII., p..252, 
t : Russia. " it was found necessary to re<distribute fhe land 

among the peasantry .(of the Crown Provinces of Russia) in 
order, timt all should contribute their fair snare to iho p.nd,ic 
revenue, This was accordingly done, and the happiest results 
followed, V/ithin seven, years after the re-imposition, of the Iqpd 
tax, and ro~dlsfc.ribut.iop. of the land, the crown revenues'' bad 
inoreyyed from thirty to forty per -.cent.; the .cultivation of tobacco 
had not only increased in quantity but the quality and p.-iee com­
pared with former times had increased *■'van-fold ;■ the manufacture- 
and sale of improved agricultural implements had increased six- 
folo j and the quantity imported, three-fold ; while at the SMith 
time the revenue from rarest s, pastures, and. waste lami belong­
ing to the (mown, had nearly trebled, Such was the result of 
the change in. the tenure of land in the Crown Provinces; But fff 
at this time no .change had yet taken place- in .the land system; 
nl the provinces of the Bnipire, where territorial mhgn. i. -i rui d * 
■supremo. Here the ancient corn nunal system had been des­
troyed, and the right ot possession in the soil withdrawn from 

.cue,peasants, who were-reduced to a condition of serfdom. Ruins* .b̂ fl 
try continued to languish, agriculture declined, and tho.sf [«! ■ 
tions of the country, altogether presented i stinking c< utrasfc 1 • •
the Crown Provinces, where the communal system had been 

restored to its full vigor.” I b i d

• :M  lay no stress" says. Mr. M ill “ bn ti>o condition of North • , ’



course* of slave-y, h' almost umver iaUy owned by the aanu; , 

,n who holds the pdimfeh. A etontJ'.y cunbiumg tlio uufuial

■
 _^\ .-.r Amerh'a .with the knowledge and. arts of mofle.ru

Idiirouo, jg "sn peculiarly circumstanced, that scarcely anything,.

. .ex••ept insecurity of property or a tyrannical Government, could 

.:;'c 'utiateiially impair the prosperity.of the industrial classes..

" 0 f § f /  One- of the comdries, in .whioti .peasant proprietors are of 

oMo t dote., and most, numerous in proportion to the population., 

by1: N.tnvay. Of the social and economical ..condition of that

* ‘ conn try, an interesting account has neeu given by M r. ..Inti nyy 

JO:, IJis testimony in favour of small landed properties both thert ami

. elsewhere is g’i veil with great decision. I will .tjuote a few passages?,

; ’ if m i 11 proprietors ace not good farmers, it is not from the

ssir.it; cause here, which, vve are told, makes t hem so in t-cotlaod - 

û.lohmcc and wapi ofpxertion. The extent to which irrigates 

ss carried on in these glens and valleys shows a spirit of exertion 

and co-operation’ (L request particular attention to this point)

Mo which the latter can show nothing' similar. Hay being the 

principal ‘winter support of live stock, and both it.and corn, as well 

j jj, potatoes, liable, from the shallow soil and powerful reflection of 

;.,n shine from the rooks, to be burnt and withered up. the great- 

ret exertions arc made to hr lug water from the head of .each gimp 

- along’ such a level us will give the command of it oo each linmei 

a< the head of' his fields, This is done by leading it in wooden 

trough-' .(the half of a tree roughly scooped) from the highest 

perennial stream among the.bills through woods, across ravine-y 

’ dung t-ho. rocky , often perpendicular, sides of the glens, am! from 

, ih ., main trough giving' a lateral ope to each farther in passiuy 

head of jus farm. He uisfnbutc* this supply hy inoyaldh 

hi niu’iis amoog his fields, and at this season witter*-ouch rig .stuv'os- 

' lively w.ili scoops like those used by bleachers in watering cloth,

? ■ in i.ig- bis trough between every two rigs. One would cor believe

1 - ;> ’thout seeing if, how. very 'large an'extent, of Truitt is tfalvm »\!

■■ oxpeditipusjy by these artificial-showers. The extent of the main - 

,f _ ^caghs is very -grout, fu one glen 1 walked ten miles, and found

£  . . .  . .  . .  ) y ; y y :



^  ‘*n bo in sides; on o?io, the otjuu«• •■ j ujvvh ' ■■

" the main: valley for fmty miles, Those may bo bad fartnera winq *'  ̂ .- yu'W.; ;'k&vk;h-V<
do such things;; but they are not indolent, nor ignorant of iUe 

V principle of working in concert, and keeping up ostublwhmo&'m  ̂

for common benefit. They aw, undoubtedly) in these respects, fur 

in advance of any community of cotters .in our highland yi ns.

• • They feel as proprietors, who receive JiC advantage -c*. their own _

W^riioniw The excellent, state of the roads and bridges is another 

proof Hud the country k  inhabited by people who have a c'ommou, .h ;;yb 

merest to keep them under repair. There are hd toils/

_ On, the effects' of peasant proprietorship oil the coi't'-k. nt

l ; generally-, the same writer expressesiumseU as follows':-—

1 *Jf we listen to the large, farmer, the scientific agriculturist; •

! ■ i", the Tkiglioli-po'itical ecoaomist, good (aiming must ertsh with.

. large farms . ' ho very idea that 'good'farming can. exist, unless cu 

largo farms cultivated with groat capital, they; - hold' io he tib-. wi 

Draining, manuriiigy economical arrangeuiorts, eleaiutyg the land, !

regular rotations, valuable stock and •implements, all colony ex- 

elnsiveiy. to large farms worked by. large capital, ,md by l.ced. ■

inborn, this-reads very well; but if we raise oureyec, from, tho:'.' 

books to their fields, and coolly compare 'tv hat vro xec iti the best 

districts farmed in large farms, with what Wo tee in the m  b 
dietriufcrt farmed in small farms, ■ we see, and there is no . blinking 1 

the fact, better crops on the ground in Flanders, East Frits!and, 

■ Holstein, in short, ml the whole line of the arable land of equal , 

quality.o f.the continent .from' the Sound to Calais,-than v o s*- ’ ,

'' on the line of British islands opposite to this line, and in ibe esmh ‘ . f  \ 
latitude,fy from the Frith of Forth all round to Dover. Minute 

:. labour on small portions of arable ground gives evident!;, m equal.

'soils and climate, a superior productiveness, where these small - ■<

. portions belong in properly, as "in Fhndors, Holland, F-. -]■•■ i.

' and Dil.msus. lt or Holstein, to the farmer, it  is -no* prctended by  . 1'

onr agricultural vaitors, thni our large-formers, even m B; nr- \ kC be 

Uo:;burgbshirc, or the l-othians, approach to the gurdee- like eulu- 

iy. w i  m,'.attention to. manures, drainage, and clean elate oi the foudy. • .

. or in. productiveness from a small space ot soil not origins by rich

*. V-STO,... . '•/■# ft Pf ft*

1 , ■



>) distinguish the small limners of .Flanders, or their syst'Oni: 

lu the %st formed parish m ficotland or Jk-gbaml, nmre L.nu ic 

■ wasted in the corners and borders of the fields of hv'z* i&xnh
in tire roads through them, uuuocc-ssaviiy win- ! • , am;

had, and bad 'because they are wide in neglect 10

spots, useless belts and dumps of sorry Ue-.-.s, ■ • ..•p1'0"

1, r " dnetive arcus, that would maintain the poor / ■ ■ parish, if they

V were all laid together and cultivated. But large capital applied

*'t , to 1 inning is of course only applied to the very host of the soils

o/ a country. It cannot touch the smtll unpt’odncfi o spots,

’ which require more time and labour "to. fertilize them than is

JH- , -1 consistent with a quick return of capi tal. But although hired 

'% ;• time and labour cannot be applied bench nally to such cultivation,

. the owner’s own time and labour may. He is working for no

higher returns at first from his land thau a bare living.. Butin  

J,m course of -generations fertility and value are produced ; a 

>•.• better living, and even. very 'improved processes' of • huisbaudiy, 

nr:* attained, Furrow draining, stall feeding all summer, hquid 

manures, are universal in the -husbandry oi the small fauns of 

§| . Flanders, Lombardy, Switzerland. Our most improving ttalricw 

under large farms avo but beginning to adopt them, Bairy 

' husbimdry oven, and the manufacture of the largest cheeses by 

* . the co-operation of hiaby smali farmers, the mutual assurance

1 ' ■ of property against fire and hail storms by the co-operation- of 

.-nail farmers— tho most scientific and expensive of all agri­

cultural operations in modern times, the manufacture of beet- 

root- sugar,— the supply of the European markets with lax and 

hemp by the husbandry ol email farmers-—the ^abundance ■ of 

” \'i legumes, fruits, poultry, in the usual diet even of the lowest 

elapses abroad, and the total want of such variety at the tables 

f ; - cveto 0f our middle classes, ami this variety- and abundance csson- 

v-; tial.iy connected with the husbandry of small far aeis, all those

■: V; arc features in the.occupation of a country by small proprietor

V fjumers, which must moke the enquirer pause . before he- admits

t-r-V dogma of our laud doctors at home, that largo >arms worked

Eft .h imed labour, and grout capital can alone bring out the greatest

'• •’ . ukiffL Vx-. h''c-i . ■•.'iHu&hik--' ..,1



liMnorj'without ch;: aid of fig-iu'v-jhe attends' i.o such general. 

signs of tlie times as appear to augur him either benefit or 

f'.r- harm/ Mail!., p.p. 15-10.

But the moat decisive example in opposition to the English 

prejudice against euUivatu.ri by peasant proprietors, is the $u-.a 

of Belgium. The soil is on go. ally, one of the worst in Europe. •:

; ‘ The provinces, says Mr. ulloch, ‘ of West and East Flanders .. "v 

and IlatnauB, fonn a fa t • tchiog plain, of which the luxuriant 

yep datim indicate? ■■■!.■ n/efatigable' care and labour bestowed
i- -' ̂-/•; -v '4" _ . t ‘ V 4 ■ .

/; uivm die natural soil consists almost wholly

of; hi"- •• great fertility is entirely the result of very . p

yhilhd in . . " c- .. i u;id judieioo; application of vaiious.mmmn;?/

. .. f'U en a ra p fiSwa D i e u o u a r y ,  A H . IM ijin r tb .)

Thu unite ■ observe ■ that the* 1' lemish-ngriciilturists ‘ seoni i.o 

want nothing but aspa.eo to work upon: whatever be the quality ■■ ■ 

or texture of the soil in time they will make it produce something, h 

$ ’ ■ ' ? •
. , Wm

. . ‘ a
- • •' .f'Sis?!x . f t ' .: ,>



. The 'ands in. the Cam pine car  ̂ be compare,! to noth in but’ . 1 ' ;''• . , ' - u J ■' t, FAyF.
the aan-..Is on the . sea-shore, whichthey \ •'•>br>b,> wne otigi- 

tnijj Tfc is highly interesting to follow step by step the progress 

of improvement, Here you see a cottage oud yude cowshed 

erected on a spot of the most unpromising aspect; The loose 

\ >;/ * hHe sand blown - into- irroguiai mounds is, only kept together 

by the i < t * of the heath : a small spot only is levelled and sur 

1 ’ rounded by a ditch: part of. thighs covered with young'broom.

, paU is planted with potatoes, and perhaps a small patch of dinu-

s native clovpr may show itself f but manures, both solid and 

liquid 'it collecting, '.and .this is the nucleus from.-which, ip a 

■ Hti;' tow years, a little form will spread around..,.If there . is -no um- 

n ire at hand, the only tiling that can be sown on pure; sand at

last is bioom, this grows in. the most barren soils ; in three

I- ’ years' it is -fit. to put, and' produces some return in fagots for'the 

baker and brick-makers, The leaves which have fallen have, 

d fc>mewbrt enriched the soil, and the fibres, of 'the roots-have given 

a certain 'degree of compactness. It may now be ploughed .and 

sown, with- brick wheat, or even with rye without manure, By the a:

• time this Is > -pad, some manure may have been collected, and a

•),»' " regale r course of crop pi ig may begin. As soon as clover and

potato.* enable the farmer, to keep cows and make, manure, the 

improvement goes on rapidly; in a few years the soil undergoes 

a complete change : it becomes mellow'and retentive of mois­

ture,. and enriched by the.vegetable matter afforded by the de- 

* oomposit’ m of the roots of clover and othot plants,. After the

land .. been gradually brought into a good stale, and i,v eutfi- 

; ritod h, a 'tegular manner, there 'appears much less: difference.

bccvV'on the sods which hove been originally.good,-and those.'.

_ • which i) >ve boon made so by labour and industry,. At leant the ,

:"0r- in both appear more likely alike at harvest than is.the 

-'-o in sFF  of diffi rent i.uahhes in other countries. This is -e,

%v g, t pmof of the excellency of the Flemish system; for it 

shews that the land isi.ua constant state of improvement, hnd 

that the deficiency of the ' soil jo compensated by greater aiton- 

ti n» to tillage and manuring especially the latter,

£ F  ■■ FFtjF 'F
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Th» Fforohb farmers and laborers iBe much more cmminr,,'

' rally tfcau the same class in England! Limy seldom eat jo cm ,,

’ except on Sundays and in harvest, buttermilk and potatoes with 

brown bread is their daily food.,. Accordingly they are gradually 

acquiring capital, and - their great ambition is to have land V;f ,

their own. They eagerly seise every opportunity of purchasing '

a small farm, and the price i;r$o raised by competition, that land 

. pays little more than two per cent inte*esq for the purchase 

money, Largo properties grulually disappear, ami are divided 

into STpali portions, which soil at a higher rate. But tho wealth 

and industry of the population are continually incre-uau,;, 

being rather diffused through the ■ masses than accumulated, in ' 

individuals/ ■ -eh-:F\'T.V ; V ^

Mr, William Thornton in his P lea  f o r  P easant P rop rie tors  
hr ; speaks of the ■ island of Guernsy in the following terms: y f

even In England is nearly so large a quantity of produce sent; Ip ■■

market from a tract of such limited extent, This of itself mjght 

prove that the cultivators must ho far removed above poverty, y >

; for being absolute owners of all the pn Juoc raised by them, ■ 

id they of course sell only what they do, not themselves-require, 

y i- v .But the satisfactoracss of their enoditi m is apparent to every1: 

observer.’ P lea  fa r  P easan t P rop rie to rs :, p. 0f>.

An autlioriiy, op this point not to be disputed, is A rfh - ■ ' ;;y--.y

Young., the inveterate enemy of small farms, the eoryphons at 

the modern English school of agriculturists, who yet, travelling 

! ■ over nearly thewhole of France in .1,787, I?38, and 1780, when '1 

he folds remarkable excellence of cultivation, never hesitates to, A ’ 

\ ascribe it to peasant property. • Leaving Sawve’ says h e ‘ I was '

much struck with a large tract of laud, seemingly nothing but 

huge rocks; vet most-of- it inclosed and- 'planted with the most 

industrious attention.'.. Every man has an olive, a mulberry, yu ; , ; 

almond, or a peach tree, and vines scatter&d among them ; so 

that tho whole ground is covered with the oddest mixture of 

these plants and bulging rocks, that can be conceived. They 

■ inhabitants of this village deserve encouragement for their

r industry; and if if were a French minister, they should have it,
■



i ’hoy would soon turn nil the deserts around uww in' > gard> ru:. ^

. V  • Such a knot of active husbandmen, who tilth their rocks into -V 

‘j scene,- of fortilj i;y, because 1 suppose their owed wonId do- the .

‘ sft'rrx1 by the wastes, if animated by- the’ same omnipotent 

yy:- principle,’ A rth u r ' \ a a,t/s Travels in  France, Yob I., y. nO

Amdn ‘ Goiner out of (l-ugo, I was surprised, to fi.id by far
terawi 1 " v 0 • *

E
\ the greatest exertion in irrigation',,.'' which' I had yet seen m 

France; and then passed by some steep mountains -highly culti­

vated in temi' os. 'Much watering at St. Lawrence. The scenery 

very interest in <> to a farmer, From Gauge to the .mountain of 

rough, ground which. I crossed, the ride has been, the most, 

’ interesting which'I have taken in France; the efforts of irubwirv 

|||yf yA .the. most vigorous; the animation the most lively. An. activity, 

hos heen here, that has swept away alt difficulties before it, and 

,A ’ has clothed the very rocks with vendure. It would be a disgrace 

in common sense to ask the cause ; the enjoyment of property 

V  must have done it. Give a man the secure possession of t  bleak

' 00k, and he will turn it into a garden; give him .1 nine year

* , lease of a garden, and he will convert it into a desert.'

Ib id ., j>. 51.
Sismondi says:— 'la  the countries in which cultivation by 

‘ pinall proprietors still continues, the population increases regu- 

■ lari) and rapidly until it has attained its natural lim its; that is

1 , to say, inheritances 'continue to be divided and sub-divided among

Several sops as'-long as by an increase of labour each family can 

extract on equal income, from a smaller portion of land, A  

father who possessed a'vast extent of natural pasture, divides i t . : - . 

among bis sons, and they turn, it into fields and meadows; his 

sons divide it among their sons, who abolish fallows : each ire- . 
prove; oont in agricultural knowledge ad rails of another Hep An ' 

t ■ the sub-divkion of property. But. there is no danger lest the 

proprietor should bring up his,'children to make beggars of .1 

*' 4 * He know* exactly what inheritance he has to leave them, he

AltA'r knows that the law will divide if equally among them; he seer.

.'he limit beyond which this division would make them descend d 

Ay fn.,. <he rank which he has himself filled, and a just fiphily



" • ' l" ,
glide, common to the pv.tms.ui and to-tht- nobleMan, matter hiix* 
abs|aia irom summoning into life children for whom he .-annm; .. 
properly provide. If more are born, at least they do nor marry, 

they agree among themselves which of several brothers shall 
•n-netuato the. family. It. is not found th|t m the Swiss Cantons,

... patrimonies of the peasants are ever so divided as to reduce • 
hem belt w an honourable competence, although the habit of 

fp-c-ign service by opening to the children! a career indefinite and 
o;(.calculable, sometimes calls forth a- superabundant population.

is  the result of this enquiry into the direct operation and 
indirect influences- of peasant properties, I conceive u to bo 
established, that there is no necessary connection between this 
form of landed property and an imperfect state--of tho arts of 
production ; that it js favourable in nude as many respects 'as it 
.is uu.iavoarable, to the most elective use of tho powers (ft the 
soil; that no other existing state of agricultural economy has 
oo beneficial an effect on tire industry. tho intelligence, tho' fnmuw' O '.
lity and prudence .of the population, nor tends on the whch so 
much to discourage an nnprovidont increase o- their uumbco ; 
aud that no other, therefore, is on the whole so favourable in the 
present state of their education* both to their moral and their 

\ physical welfare.” Mill’s Political Economy, Art Pcam-nt 
Proprietors.

“ No manual labour maintains health, vigour of body, and, 
cheerfulness, so well as agriculture ; none. by. its variety, develops.-,

. no much intelligence; and when the soil is cultivated by small 
proprietors; none affords to those who live by the labour of their 
hands, so much security lor the future, sc little jealouoy among 
persons in tho same employment, so little Seduction to vice, and 
so much momlity,” ■ Enmondi’s PoUiical Economy and Philo*
Sophy of Government, p. 100.

fcv V  V-. ----------- ~i _ . y ^
The. Condition of the Irish Peasantry.

■“ The actual occupiers of the -sod, far from beinglandowners, 
me not -men leaseholder, but are rackionted tenant-suuMvil!. In. 
fins single phrase may be found a complete explanation of all.

' d ; • . _ . , . .0 , ■ V ' '. .- ' ■' - g  .U



hi;g evils of their condition, and all the debits of thou chars* :̂ 

T'iiey are indolent, because they have no inducement to work 

’•after thee have obtained from then labour wherewithal to pay 

their rent, and to save tliomsdves from starvation.- Whatever 

additional produce-.they might ra*s.e; would only subject them to 

forthoi' 'exactions. They -arc Careless of the future, because they 

camlet, by taking forethought, improve the gloomy prospects of 

,tv’ the morrow ; they are reduced to the verge of destitution, be- 

‘’Vd.;*; ".jja-hse they are permitted id retain no more of the k ilts  of their 

i-tboui than will barely suffice for their subsistence , and they set 

at, naught all other laws, divine or human, partly in obsdiehes- -to' 

the first law of nature, that of self-preso.rvati.on, and partly 

bo -ause familiarity with miseiy has rendered them desperate,” 

W. T. Thornton's P lea  f o r  P eu M n t P rop rietors , p. 187,

.I,/-,-/-. “ A survey of the whole question of tenure leads to the

i odnehu iou, that wherever tile /land is of easy access and widely 

k  distributed among the inhabitants of a country, the sod is well 

cu.ltivui.od, and the people industrious, prosperous, and contented. 

On the other hand, wherever the land is iu the hands of a fmv 

.huge proprietors, cultivation is cheeked, and the -rims of the 

' people .-re idle, indigent, and improvident. AH suggestions or 

proposals of a remedial nature must be guided by this general 

Conclusion. To -find a remedy, in this ease, therefore, we ham 

but to ask, what system or teuurc and mode of distribution in 

’> ri'g.vul to land will best promote the- national welfare •
,« if fa fhe ■ ordinary state of -society, two'things are requisite for'.-,

productive farming: ( 1 ) farms' must.-'he of .moderate extent,;so as; 

to be within the. means of a, large body of proprietors; ( 2 ) and 

' . ■■ thm 5 must be security of tenure for the cultivator. Both those

aj&cntiah are 'obtained under the peasant proprietary system. 

Security of tenure is perfect where the land belongs to the

K

tcrson who culLivulcp it. and small holdings-are-well cultivated 

lecause they are easily managed, and are within . the mean;, and 

apaeiry of the average standard of men who engage jp husbandry.



V '» tf̂ Û-.t̂ >»ity bore down ^

* The smaller the farm the £ renter the pimuea of the soT as a• vt»!e . • .

which holds good .'ll over the co'iiin^ it. 1 Wo are not Jarmuitry 

*— they (the teiiiu'.t̂  e{ Ireland) fmukly a<lnui..d to Mr (IWud 

when remoti Crated witii for i hoi/ I ie!: Ward*:? esc-— - we are riots 

farmin'.;, and we know we nvo not -farming J .ve me only t. -k 

out of the laud what we-can-get from, it  at the least eo»fc,-. as we .• 

do not know how long we may remain in. possession, and have no 

security for- what wc might be disposed to invest in improved , id-
v;r \ y  \ ‘ ' ' ‘ 'f ' ' ' . i'?

tiviiti'M' "Who can bfanie them ? What man m hie senses woud :■ 

do otherwise ? The tenant is ready to spend, his capital tu the 

purchase of na nitre.,improved fa r ih-iiu p! a men ts, steam 

and. all the stock in trade requisite for the effective working of nfa 

farm} he is even willing to undertake the landlord's ddfcuts, to 

drain'the stiff clay and effect; other parmmienfc inn proven? fiats. Bus. 
the hmilovd stops the way. He will neiihor fiti-oisb the capital 

himself, nor allow others to do it for him. He will neither give 

the money nor the security, and until he is removed, all - hope 1 1 •

prog» ess'must be abandoned, ” The Westminster R eview , Vol~ 

X X X V I L L ,  j>, 2 5 5 ,

The Moderate Assessment of Land Revenue Essential to Wa>
tieml / 1! ‘osperUy.

H'enr/. Nownham, Esq. .in j||kevidence before the Select Com* 

iniftee c;f the House of Commons, 183X said s—'* It has been 

stated by. Mr."Hill and by other'persons,-' who have'been examined,, 

who were.acquainted With the proceediog-s- of the Company, that 

directions have been given, and that utmost anxiety been expressed - ", >:

oh the part of the .Company, that a moderate assessment of hind 

ft venue should pr.-vai1, an 1 that ia ovary ease in ai Hit the over- 

.. •:>-s3inent was found to exist, or even supposed to exist liberal 

abatement should be made, »nd this u;vder a etmvicfciou, bafc oo> 

flung tended sc much to dimmish .the revenue to be collected ia i  
the Company ns overmssevsnlottt ;* and that on that aero nut, «.n 

well as ficm a sincere wish that- the euldvtvtittg ryots should aiwave ' 

be iu comfortable p-vu'ldoa-sna be kindly treated in every .ease. &

79
i l ap ' '.'■' -' I,:-,' -I ' i'v'v • , j. .1 V, l; ,v< ^
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r̂,d the t̂ > s; i c i ^ ^ w r ?  ̂^ ^  ^m i^it^ l .*i insfcqiî û ce

‘ ][,ft our resources isoiveof Much greater eiifficuity than that. ni
S lffSii,: , >,» iiv- fcho peace of the country, and Mas dfilMnify an.-.es 

v , v i>: nwipMly. from the assess meat being, in gene-M, tun h.gb with 

' respect to th condition of file people-*; m dun , n m-iny nisi no *,

•" in ;, > !i i ;o ,•>„ f.u-ihor iueivftst., wo must begin by no-lung a
hi ^-Ui redu ction of our revenue, because the t > lent,nm of catli- 
V; u,,»a v,'. i j’ i tin; increase' of-revenue must remit-, c a n n o t ;

,. - {, ii i, es, n o c  od  u n d e r  d m  • p r e s e n t  a s s e s s m e n t .  .■■ l  * o  l  i o s i  -

d u n c i t - s  o f  B e n g a l  a n d  M a d r a s  w e r e  a e q u o  e d  u u d e r . e i r e u i n s t a n c e s ,

'. v, i w?e u e r  since continued to i.ul -nice t h e i r  revenue

, ' g  v..t,j„s, Bengal acquired at once die dominion of neh and

g _ i|(. j-torinet .-i, running a revenue tnuoii bevonu ns v,a.ut ■, i - 

tt -it], j ,grji (>. Du occasion to enter into a try minute' < xaininatiou 

t-iio :t ; it was satisfied with what it got from ‘fie

g ' /  -).-i let. them m possession o f. the lands on eery m y

p.,niv }.!:<■ ».»-. on the enufr-rv, rose amidst ponntv ;*.-'i .* ■ <..;/

J. updos for e-isk-ncc. ft was never able to par its establish- 
• it acquired ire rerritories by slow degrees, jnnUy from the 

, ■ ,,lt g-.c nhioJly IV. mi Ma .m * ; and though the stress re eat 1-ad
• ftm, i ••;> raised too high'by those Governments, its own press-

, g ,o,.0 rip r1 i not n ’ mb to in,vet the demand, hut forced -it. 
t ui - i no iueiJ io .il rigid scrutiny of too ; n uircc-i u\ i.io

|  -.e demand sinafid be imide.’’ to Question '27ft ,

£.: . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . a .  ...................... . '“d ...



' , v  i-;]^ ' ■'-! . '   ̂ ^  V  ̂ • ■  ̂ • ■ < i *
reader . the pay mert . of them much 'lighter to the iniiabiwinny 
buraiixe too\T‘ will he enabled to augnient t,be slock ftoeft \di t'h'i 
fi^V <u ., p 1 <h i o\'ii ,et hi.m a, redu sib on ia the > . '.-‘isMi'iir that 
hw)'t an, at tiioe  .he evei \ wljer regarded a,.-* ii no* ■ tary jgbypfH-!-.'. e 'h '1: 
jsi aperfcy, by the. lyor.a; l.!;at th'.dr dreuin.-Pnnee'i wiii.be $•> nnmh ;:, 
imi r$ved, a:V to, enfibk* tiiem torpay thoreveuu.* hi ;.]! pcsuv ms, g.ral , y  e

1 y c  i;> ''■. v '■■■'■.: f ‘; ' :■ . ,y-. y,\ ' . ''h ...

or b.id j find that rho country will be:ablo, when wai happens, ■$
boar a tpmt.H?rar$ addtidohai aaeeeamenh.as aewar tax, .am! .suve-ns
from a grout- paideof -the heavy expense which we have nlrondv ■ V 

" 1 “ 1 i v ,  ̂ \p.
been, obliged t<- incur mi ru-oonat of loanst” Quoted, m the r .. d';' 

. CaletiUa ItioiciU, Vo!.. X V I t , p.p. 315-16.

Thi H) II A aa'-.asi/y o f  C<rnj'<irriu;f Ptfpprief'trit Rlyhf's njh>h

: Vjr-dw.t • '•■ .. ’"b®:b-ĥ -■ • " ' - 'd1;'y .': '•■ r'- / ■ ■/'• . ,
Mj\ M ’CniToch ■ vrito  ̂ in his Emtiy on  T tu m h on :— • * • 1 j, 

liUl-j .or ' rather' no prospect of any Kin; ’ py ■'•vaimait b -'g 
'■tV. e''v; ::i India without an euT.iie ehangj in the presco' s; t :n 
of }i ii'ii. i ;nf!. The grand object should he t.■ j give i<■< i,v of •*
(rr o ..ji !L;valors a right- of property in thefty onntij.gr}. It is ur« , *

v.o'khv.v?' r : ' 'P ;"; ■. " .' , •• ' ' -V; ' .v'• 'y- y:‘ŷ î
greater than tdiei ought to he.'»r}

' ‘ Trio abstract theory'’ says' Mr. J, r«o\y acted upon
flic Oov< viior’-Geucra!, n.onciy, that the high rM iiupi•• • •-■•• 1. 1--.* m- , , ■ r. y 
the cult)’, ad in 'U die land can he ir: >t,< !.ru hem a n.- 0 <s ’ i <. 
proprietorsdd- themed v a s ji ’. ; in- ifs-dr. -■■ a 1, e .ii ‘ 1 J* ' - ^ 4 -  K\-̂  * \,if,
ii.ip.j. tau-'.e But it Ugh p jpriobow atQUo iiaveyJuncioOi aii.

■ :

I *  4- A*!Wj - £‘  M M  fe j o g S ^ ®  iVoW'. Hj m ¥£ ’ >- ( ' "  l ^ ^tffSi^ f f l i  f i \ ) T l * f y * lp  ® ' , i  r\ « !  * „ /<  * -*1’ y f f r y  1 < .$(, ,



tV» the highest efforts in iniluVatinv,. Tse Governor-General a-ml 
\ ' bin mi mat ncd and directorial uu>st<ng, who concurred stir him, 

v,\ /  ■ ■ nn-ht *«> have reflected ihftfc itbere are sorts of proprietors ; fvn#
l*‘ Ib-'l it, is not, f air. cm >y rt that any -.improvewent, /whatsoever,:?i-;}yphi/ 11 ’{ '' 1 ; - -1 ; ■■;■',■■■.■' .' _ - / ' ■
r g ' c" any attempt to Warns tin pro voice1 it i- r-> ho expected. "hey

' dulght hare rclUcted for how many centimes The soil of Poland y 

hi been private -property,. or the soil of Bussia, and In ,v attic 

Wy "i in those conn trios of anything like wnprovemeni has yet taken 

‘ ■ f  - v-o- They might hare recollected, that the: nobles oven of 

, . France, where knowledge was so far advanced, had, for many cea- 

, tunjea, before tli > j ’ -v fiithm, enjoyed the■■ property ’ of the soil of 

.France, and dine-- agriculture of Franco still continued ii- the 

tfd »m-«t .deplorable condition. Them are-three sets, of circumstances

I . vV-v onenh iou, ;vl, ■, • if is felt, prevents the improvement'-of the\'k,'v , / 1 t 1 ay

w il m tlv. hands of its proprietors; Tifat, ignorance; secondly, 

poasassiotis too largo; and thirdly, too iipjob power over the 

o/yy- fyi% mediate cn!t:vator?. The last h  by {W, - .t ire -most i m ■ =pr t.m t 

circumstance, hooattae ijjen, with very few exceptions, as education 

. : end, Government have hitherto moulded their minds, are more

forcibly drawn by the lev© of absolute; power, than by that of 

nu.ney., £,nd have- greater ’pleasure in the prostrate subjection .of 

- .-..".their-tenants than the. increase of their rents. When, our conn try-
iripn draw the/ ties .from England, it would be good-if. they 'under- 

'■ Mod England. It- is not because - in ■ ■ Eng]and we have landed 

. ’ wi.miorao} that Our agriculture has improved,-but' boouuae the 

Jaw- of England aton'd to the cultivator protection, nv wrist his 
£&r'v "lord It is the- immediate cultivators vyho have increased sc 
,<’ ■ wonderfully the prodrnw of the land m Engl ami, nor only with- - ■■

. ' oat- assistance from the proprietors, but often in spite of •.th-bni,- 

•' yl; T V  p> »prietor.s of the land in. Fmglaud, even to this nonr, '

''' exhibit one of the strongest proofs, wh-Ti can be adduced of the 

.v-ie*ndancy which is exercised by die love uf dominion .oyer the 

love of improvement -and/ of wealth. afyp principle § : more 

, ; y t h o r o u g h l y  established, and iudocsd mare universally .aumitted. 

i.nv- that the grant of leases, and leases of a long duration, to

„,, tbw joamoikiaco cultr tfcora of the soil, am-,essential- to ail spirited
■ •

 ̂ '• • . M i ................ / ■ /.*:...............  . .



and large ImpvovefSent. But the p> c • • • ••• u the •̂'’I• ’

BngJftttd COIR plain that leases renclVu their tenantry <;o<* tfufepeu-

• dent of them, and the gveuter proportiioppl the land o< kngev.d

hi eattiviited on feemiroat-will. II the gentioenea ot j^ngiawl 

wiii sacrifice improvement to the petty portion of arbitrary power 

which the laws of England allow them to exercise over tHiwmts-u.tr 

willj w'hat avast we not, expect from the ss-.tniuilo.rs oi ITiintnostau 

with niinds rmvtui0,to h;d>its of oppression, when it is referred 

to tSiSmcelvcB whet nor • they shall or shfdi not have power ow. 

th:e'miserable ryots, to whom the.law is too pife perfect to yield 

jany protection.
The effect of ignorance with respect to improvement r too 

obvious to require illustration, But it may be remarked, that it 

operates with peculiar efficacy in augmenting the force of the ; , 

most powerful of the causes by which the • proprietors, of. land 

are Tpade to prevent improvement. The love of u.nnimon bos 

always the greatest .sway in the most ignorant state ct the 

human mind.

f|£v ' The effect of large .possessions in preventing tfew offers m ri 

. ♦ wu’.rHiees on which improwement (impends, deserved pmtonud eop- 

. pich ration of the Indian legislator. It cannot escape <ne techiest 

powers of reflection, that the man who enjoys a vaat aocmnufe >u 
of wealth must regard with-comparative bid iff- renoe small aequisj* 

tions ; and that the prospect of increasing his great revenue by 

slowly adding the painful results of improvement cannot operate 

■ .i-rv power* it 11 v on his in it id. It > the man oi small possv.-.sio.is, 

who feels most 5»ensib;y the benefit cf petty accessions. It b -m 

the immediate cul-ivator, wherever the .bcuv.it of h.s improve­

ment is allowed to devolve hi full upon himself, that t! 1 motive? 

to improvement operate with the greatest tnre<*. Toat nermet.,, 

however, cannot devolve upon him to lull, unless be is iieior 

a« well as cultivator of his fields; and hence in part Dm back­

wardness of agrfeultntfe iu some of the most civil wed portions of 

;• the globe. There pwar, opportunity in India, i .  which *h« 

history .of the world presen to ub parallel. Next after the mvn"^
■ eigu, the immediate cultivators bad by far the greatest pmtiou of
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h, 1  ̂ J  ( ‘ ^ *’"* | i |

|p • interest in the soil ; for the > .cr*>f;■ of the xeruindars (such ns-'-they
s,. ; ’ o wor̂ u); a CKHUf'lolrj Ci)inj)en«: tion rnig-Ju nave east I v beet.; nuilo.;

tjle gonierous resolution was adopted of «m<:ri fiei ng to the improve- 
■ meat. of the country the »•; • pwetary--.rigbis oi’ t.li r sovereign. The 

,-.-.■' ■ motive.*- to no move moot which nmnerf.y -.-'ves, and >i which the
povv-r was so lastly appreciate'!, might have been bear*wed upon' 

if>- • those upon' vvii.nn .they wot)'d hav ; operated with a f ace 
!$*p> ' ■ incomprt'Vp" . greater than that with which they could a, ■■•ate *jXjuagffi:f WV* • . ' •'' . 'SflM V'V.,.
,;.... np.>n anv other-■ class of ui.eiithey might have been bestowed
?«•'■ at: ' -  .''a '. ’■
;!• • itvoii thô e from whom alone, in every country, the principal

‘ ..p iinorovementfi in agriculture must be de.rhed, the immediate©ŵiV'V;'. ' . ■ ciiitiyafors of the soil : and a measu a worthy to be ranked
V. amongst the noblest, that ever was token for the improvement 

' of any country, might have helped id compensate the people of 
India for the miseries of fchar, misgnveriiinent, which they had 

•' yy' so long endured. But the legislator!? were English aristocrats* 
and aristocratical prejudices prevailed.” Mill’? History of the 

||| l 'British I n d i a ,  Vol. I I I .  p.p. 275-77.
“ The chief point” says a distinguished statesman, “ to be 

kept jn view, find the object to the Hi ta.imnen.fc of which the. 

Govennnenfc rhould direct its attention, is not whether a. certain 

number of hells are assessed in proportions itnerpud to another 

but whether the land is taxer* above its aacet-taitjed value or 

beyond iia powers of production ji matters little- in comparison,

’ :"f rli('u.«r it can be 'made to pa v. more, but whether, in the eve's 

y f.y of a forbearmg lan'diurd, it ougiit to pay less, fa What degimj.f 

rh; fertility of fcha soil may be increased by tiie application of 

Ur ore labour, more capital, and more skill, it- is impossible to 

ca!rt»la:.c ; tor al though must of tiie opoi-atjeris of husbiiiiidry, tho d n 11 

’l plniigb, succes'nc n of crops, iaiiows, and dressing, have been known

.. and |‘>r:ychu'3f;i.l in tins country 'rom a very remote ora, expensive

• ronro cjujenrs in :ygri<;iMturo hare never yet found their wav to

7’ ?pnia But putting aside those considerations, as e rrv rv>t is

i&f'f)' invare, that. Ins Hold will give iinn greater or less returns 5-u the 

proportion that he attfends to. the culture of it, and knows that 

its produce will dibbi every yeai from tho one adjoining it, it



is. iru.'i'e cr ies?! i'i rir;nt*-! ’Mi l i. mum-d, it miry V  soferly admired,

■ that no . enudlt y of us-a eminent can over bo iuM âiirwcl, -and A, ' h
b ,v. ;.b'- : ,  * ■ • '""b . .

• mn,y b. null questioned whether if it wore practicable, 't v on-a , _

kui-l to more prosperity.

f’'." It can novel be too of ton. reooabol, that the gi oat object u ■ '*

our ini ministration of the land rove.me* of India shmfi.d. be * a 

confirm onvate property in the.spU where wo have found if, and r -
t i emits- it where it does not yet exist by lowering tb- .land-tax..

/ v  Tiit li'toinepf. of allnrinp the demand upon ?he land accord on' 

io its iMu.unl fiuctu 11 i.u!°.. is not tbs business of a Govern men ir hk;'.!' • ; . ' \ / ‘,i,:hi'*h,Vh,k:hb.
hut should bo vvb.olh am! unreservedly leU to the private ryorf 

i v,ho, by degrees, under a lenient collector and a light tanH uvx,
■ will become in ever? < jistneta'■ rnpriotu; ’ Quoted in the ( ufeu^r i
.Mevieiv. Ybl._2i.VlI., p 327.

“ The. political argument for "a ' permanent, settlement with 

peasant, jnoprietors came with groat force from Lord Lawrence,;

'These consist of the .flower of the population. I  rom them aii ,

. the native soldiers and the native officers come ; and they o,mthe ’ \y;yy 

mevi ou whoiocom!not and loyalyv and general coo tea mien* with 

our rule so much depend*; and. therefore, itimy mind,'toconciliate 

Ibom bv a permanent .settlement would be a matter of the very 

bivhost importance/ Ka'tber than not have perpetuity • ■ assess* 

moiit, Lord Lawrence w ■ .id accept it in the modified form of one yy' 

based on the price of agricultural produce at distant intervals. .*y . '■ 
But he stoutly defended one upou a money assessment. Ke 

showed the importance to themselves and to the stabi.dfcy ot our , 

rule of thus relieving the por'by of the people. Thus only 

would they be enabled to keep their land winch our severe mx 

,yf 60 per ceu ty of the-set, produce, and-our rigb. rules force them '

now to dispose of to the money-lenders iu spite of their saymg ■ y . 

- we would sooner soil sons .and daughters . than part' with our .. 

land/ Lord Lawrence declared, as we have so often done, thnt. 

y ; 'the contentment ot the Agricultural population is >b*> n.ain 

security for the maintenance of bur rule in Juum. Nothing 

could happen in India, if theagrionItural population ax a whole 

were bis. cui side. On tire other itanci, the. alienation of the saur*. a.,-,

. v . -y . . . . . . .  . y.: v , • • y  ■ y-,: y - ;- / ; '̂ .'4

^̂a.w-;;̂ :.;y.:t;'.y v'//"' c--. iybhrebo s’yy ; x '■ •/■": ■' ■' . . '■ . . ■ '■ . ■ >■" bb •' .:b/L.v 1 y;;'
v-Wt  ' ■■ ';o- , ■ „ • > >\ c.y’yy



■ ni'.iti' v who -ouh1 whrrvi.w have been on our Tdc, at Allahabad

y': aud tniwrijiuv. and m bundelevmt ami other places it was said ■
‘ ■' ‘buttiii the niutirue that the great feeling was^o-armt the villaef«*"A”':- 1 ' W w . O  itj "'

bnukns ami the Government civil courts.! ”■ The F rien d  o f  
1 , foul)a i8?'?y p. 14 06. ■ AA:

IT-A' F n jla n rt^  D u ty  to In d ia .

There are two principal causes of the most wretched con- 

i mtinu ot the Indian ryot. The first cause is the excessive I aud.-tnx,,

aud the second the exorbitant rate of interest. We shall try iff 

prove, taafc these two have caused bis ruin, &ud -wilt suggest 

s* ' vr>an% A- remedy the evil. The .Permanent Settlement of Lord  
is the first cause, and from it, arises the second, 

fornicu hands over the aixty-st:« millions of Bengal, bound hand 

io/vd foot, to the tender mercies of the zemindars, and ties up the 

hands' of Govs iuuent ' and the latter to rhut of the minev«

' ■ ... uniat is. The ;.',emmdava, with the unlimited powers' given theft*

fi: ' jby that'-, settle meat, are-exacting the utmost possible re at from the

- ryots; uni the ; Government, being unable to take more from them, 

and, at the same time, unable to meet the increased demands of 

the State,- is taking from the other provinces more than what is 

due. Our readers will be able to understand the undue pveuofv 

_ tied of land revenue from the fnJlewir.g table:— ■

!, 1871-72., Bengal, Bombay,

XiAnd rov^nup (net) ... 3A51;556. €2,744,0-80.

A' Area in square miles .., ... '2*10,832. 127,332.

, Population ... ... ... .... .... 00 millions, 13J millions, : '

08/'. 72, MaJi'ac. K, WAP, Punjab,

’ . . Ban.! revenue (net) ... £4,01.6,533, £  3,082,6^8.. £1703 ,587 '  ‘ ;
Area in square miles ... 141,746', 807)01. • KM.,75& 1

t-ipidA. -u -*• ... 30 unlJious. 30 iaillioug*.

:; - ■



' ril--y }.»••: , , I- ...
■ profit., H’tiiitio it is manifest, that they take three .tunes mots 

from Bengal Ui.au the Governmeat from whole India by fvvuy o f 
land ro venue'I l i l t  in nUo manifest,’ that, on the whole the Govern- .- '
in ait is not a lo?er: it makes up the deficiency in Bengal pi,-

K exacting horn other provinces more than what is due. U ourdit !■«> 
y be stated here, that the ryot war system prevalis :n all the Ikil.t h

■possessnems m Libia, except.Bengal, Guile, a A Central Provinces.
"dur-i rh into .Lh of the Indian iyot> alone have been tviuii-bjed U
Unis the excessive hand-tax has been thrown upou his r, him hie is ;

■ and its result- -'is, - tie. being unable to meet the demands of t ic
/'■ndfidai1.- as woU n3 of tho Government, resorts to borrow in ■ 

fffyfff-' The monay-.londers, seizing the opportunity., mafic tins best urn, 
of 11 they charge i a teres t from 37 f to 100 per cent per -unuim 
on money lent The ryofc cannot'got. money at less im.( > If 
be Ls imVdc to pay the rent, ho is furo to he spuudly beaten hr 
fh 1 zemindar or rather las und.nl mgs, and to 1 < u* ml u tins 
ni.'.l courts to pay the ane;tis with the cost of the -nit. As sr-m t

>■ ue Use crops fare gathered, 'the'zomindarand the ixum'ftv.letjuo’'
■ft'; . ■ fab upon him, and take away tb i utmost pe&ibbj stum; leaving...

Bllm  a u - Aund! plat for keeping Kir body as • so n ;! .•■!-■■■
Tile part of tho- -crops,generally . left .him is barely sudfiiom,- to 1 ■;

t maintain--him for a mouth or two. After that, he m . gain f rord, • ;
» s :• so :>■/■$%
* •  . . .  ■ . W
. a  A



,'iebl 1 I ■ iov know U.) ! > - i : . 'Hill He 1 .• i-f ir> ui hornuig 
( in v  t a i n #  in  s t o r e  t o t fu tu r e ,. A d d  "if. ih -ey e --b e . a  . s ca re '-ty  q r  w o .; ;  

' f a m i n e ,  he i< sure t o  b e  i t s  dp-mii. T h e  years' oC maveii y o r  A' ■ 
h iw u n e  g e u e ra 'd y  y ie l  l  one* fo u r th  o f  th e  ■ c r o p s , w h ich , e v e n  >.dt. fu r  

i ■; re f e t i n g  i.hi ox orb i'-  ini, d u .u n d ' of; th e  lU idu rt, I f  :tho 

{  jv o y u  m erit s lo p s  iu  t o  b i s  a id . no n s a v e d ,  • ..oldie’ 'w is e -  h e  is s a t e  

t, .lie  o f  s ta r v a t io n , H odov h  m , m b  , 1 i' * th e  e x .e e '-''VC ‘ a n d -

<■'' is  o n e  o M '1 i; n c a u s e s  o f  h .-m r.ff m iqr ov o f  h is  d e a th ;.a n il  th e

Io n is e  >9-f.J jhat'heaV y.'tax. M:W§ F o r m ^ o & l o m o n t ; o f - L o r d  C o r n -

V'vt ': dll , We fimilv believe, that the Grbsu, famine of * Bt;6 would .:.,;.:b
■ have been attended with perhaps eleven or twelve hundred deaths
' ill stead o f with so many bdehs, if that-settlement were made ;witk :

;.v biio ewicivatois direct, ami that cho Government would have niost

i probably escaped au everlasting- stain upon the British rule iu 

India with ..the money spent in that calamity.; and that for a similar 

vonsos). there 'would have been, in the late .famine ok iB7'4 rio ueaLu 

at a!! instead of the mVV -ic-res. with, the Government aid of a few 

‘a th . instead of vi.:o erores.

fb-b;;'; ' : At pvhsent the ludltin ryots aid sorely, vexed with the semin dans
as u'olJ as with the Government:, and are on the verge of rebellion., 

if ■ h he i'ahna and Deccan ugwuhaii risings, the great disputes, at prosen { 
iaprui«»* between. the zemindars and the ryots of eastern Bengal. ai.'t 

' tlw re helh ms spirit of the Sonthals, a»e inc-mt-i libb proofs to ft, he
• n*ve 11 disaffection of the Indian ryots. Who knows, where this will
„ -i ‘oid 9 It this state of tilings be allowed tq continue, does any one Abo

den hi. that ut uo distant future, then: will be on" of .the Greatest
jv agivu.u -risings ever .recorded.in history, when1 \vo see, that the.

i V'W •■■ is of the zemindars as well as of the GovarnMeuf have 
: • by driven tbs: most t id 'd  and eold -b lqodcdrv i-.■ of India ' ». ..f.y •' , ' '■ . ... O ' -‘V ■ f. :;v'bf: rf.'; f

.ynho'h-m' Disputes, not mrofteii ending xn blood died an . death* f

.rumens iitiapnl' on sati-HDe of truth, and destruction of the ooinmer-" * '
- rial faciltu* ->i the people, -ure some.of the sad results o f the;.ill- 

■ ' i- >visi<!■>!■• d (■’< rnrunont Settlement, He who A acquainted, with
, i . O '1; ■ cannot hid Como to the conclusion, dud the bullish

' I it; o  . .y u 'e !  Bengal, .as ft were., for the sole bcmdlt or the /rtviin

' i w :  &



dav? ami. tor the nut >f the Bengal; an-], to a ocvf uiu oxie/ifc, 
iioji.'in, cultivators..-

,, jt  is a rnafctar of very highest inipoi'bhieb to ft due*' the Ian*3- 'Vy:iK
fax, us the weaver castes oi India,, who iormoi »y earned Inch' : 
livelihood by thcii’ profeMvni, have how been forced by Ma/r.ufcv 
rev to cul'.i' n.tc lands -for Wrung., their body and fc< ul logo* he;, 

k, b i Thus a greater iiiniar>d than ever has now been mate nr-'U thorn, 
and the zemindars iving tire opportunity are making the ,-bSt 
,i«(. of it*- uro n.creasing the lent, They do not com i * tt * ft 
fair share to the imperial rove tie ; they are; iri fam, reaping ail 
the benefits derivable from living, under a strong aud enlightened 

v.,;;. Ooyerrmieido witlmitt paving anything like a  due proper Tm i *d 
h " d  . the cost, of • administering justice .and of preserving the country- . :

i*, a state of security and peace, f hey tarn, moreover, pmo ■.<> .
part of the- .outlay on public works, by which their I urns na 

ltd been improved, T<> tbo enbaneod awie of the: ■ (hoy lm.,.3
.■■■ ■ '.in no way assisted;- they are, indebted for it u the < -ovtruKn m

which has given them security in the poseejspinu of their proppvt-v, 
which baa opened up markets at homo on abroad for the smo «T 

pdc-k.; their m’oduce, and which has provided new meat is oi oommnii.ui 
tion bv which those markets may be reached1’ iladors Land 

' u ^ R a i^ n ein lw lh t.p . 11 Thus we see, that the publio p
woi ks constructed at the expens’e.'-of Govortuneni. and the ou,rc 
I oods ofManchester have indirectly served to fill the pockets of 
X he zemindars at the ..expense ot the ryots. .. ■

It has also been fcvuly asserted, that .Act, X oi 1859, vvhu-ii 
rvus in thud od to a flout some means, of protection, has been turner

' bv the ai tit'miM of the zemindars ' into an additional method for •• . .
■ siriuedii'. the life-blood-.out of. the ryot, The fact is, thaf'-nun-' 'kid*;.,

dreds of Act. will ne of no use whatever so long as the !J .wun : ""k
o nit Settlement remains iutouched.

It, has been said before, that the flovetanient of In*! c.
spent in- the lato buiiine of 187-babout nine cunivs of rupees in
feeding the'uhfotuwnate millions pauporfee*! by the exactions ot
the zemindars. T- is a met. tbo troth of which no one can dewy.

’ ’ tlmt ot least one-third of this vast suia was rgu.ud.-p-r, aid ifu&fc * ^
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of. 'the !iriioi:tnnato pon̂ -aii try, ibo (.}< vermra id umbos up the .lbs* 
by the Permanent Settlement.'by* levying salt duty of otS p*>e 
con-..,' license tax, road cess, and the public works 'cess, fro* i).a 
very people, who have been paupo i.zed by the exactions of fie 
zemindars.' ".;y, y ■ f ■

There arc many thoughtful men, who t’uafe that irnViiiccrt , ■ 
is the panacea of all the calamities, that now bo lull India 1- it 
we do not fully concur wish then? There is no doubt. that h ' 
will prove a great help to the inct/ea -ed production, and, thmorbre. 
to the enhanced value of laud. But in sen* ns of drought, many 
canals would be almost dried up, and would full to'Vd' vo ius 
purposes—to irrigme the land' —for width they are bebno advo­
cated, There , is another ciren.instance, which will powerfully 

• i comitemft the bon outs, which will be derived from i(. The:
. enhanced value -of land will simuiUte the zuimmiars u> nude

.utmost endeavours to rx:!ovt increased rents -from the ryots, and 
.thereby to deprive thehi of all benefits arising from it, Ami v si*# . 
will, doubt, that they wi ll succeed in-..their attempts Tire tils-h V’. -,V..' ’ * . ;V ' V' •* d .V-'Wd
putes regarding hie unearned increment between ,;fehe zemindars 
and the. ryots of -eastern Bengal give hioontostrblQ proofs, of the '... 
truth of These remarks. Thus wa see,-that so long as the aerniu- ,
lari system will be maintained intact, |l|e irfigatibu'will be of .
little benefit to the great body of the people,, for whom it is 1 Jncj 
advocated. With the Reduction of land -rout. • he exorbitant rnt? 
of interest, which has given so much trouble to the pimple as w«Il •
'es to the Government, and which was the cause of the D.-coA; 
agrarian risiim. will itself be reduced. Another salutary effect of 
it should not be loot sight of The necessity of cutting kBahf 

' to prevent tub reddrrorice of famine and the cost of meeting :t 
will be, no doubt, reduced to raubimuo.

All efforts of Guveruniont to lay its hands into the. potheU 
.of the people by direct taxation will bo Auiaiy attended with un­
popularityand epi-rcssbon, so long as the zemindars ,‘ili bo 
,h .-pt in their present position, Levy an income rax upon 
them, ami they are sure to reimburse themselves by taxing the 
unfortunate millions, who have bseu handed over to them br



th« Tern.\y,t j e wt. Seldemeo*; m\y they rtili go a • i«'.'litt;lhr$ 
v. ,11 exact. somethiug mcne-aTprofifc. Invent them with powbfs 
to coller- one pice ftom the people, mid iboy are sure to exact 
ton pice ||oni them Our readers ivili tied ample proof of these 
remarks ou perusal of the fe\v p&ges on illegal cesses.

A country under a foreign vale, such as Indio-, ought to have 
'• land fifcirl uncut, direct With the '•uHivoim-s, because the people

Jurne to pay very high salaries to the officers of Government, who 
are generally sen-- from the ruling country. Besides if they are 

$ - also ret|in red to pay vast sums by way of land-tax to the nr'ddlo- 
im>u, they are sure to be mired. .Mas! Such has been the case 
with the Indian cultivators.

The first and chief means of improving the most wretched 
condition of the ryots is to repeal the '.Permanent Settlement, and • 
to rake them di’-ect under the care and protection of Government.
There-is the iVrtuanent Settlement in Bengal. The Govern- 

. g .■■■■■ mentis piodgeo t 1 it, To raise the Government demand on'! ami,
* ‘ r which bins been p 6* n>-£1,0 e ri t ly assessed, would ho a breach of faith,. 

To dais obfaotion, the answer must bo, that a contract to be bind- 
jhff ing ni us't bo lawful, If an individual should make a contract to 

t-mnsfei, to another, property, which does not belong to him, such 
: contract is mhl and void; because the contracting party was not

competent to execute the instrument under which the property 
is cf aimed by the transferree. Similarly the Permanent '.Settle- 
inont Act of Lord Cornwallis is not binding ou 'the Government 
of to-■ lay. because no Govurnnunfc'is competent to bind posterity,

. ' Government do but legislate for their owu day and generation,
. 'Ifa  Government sees fit to da so; the 'enactment of to-day im y 

be repealed to-morrow, and should be repealed, if the enactment 
its; found to be unjust and oppressive, How much greater is the t 

;y-' y right an.i obligation of a now generation, or n new Govei mueu f,
*' which represents it---presumably more just and enlightened

f ’ ■ than fheir predecessors—to correct and nullify the more igrio - 
vo,;,r and less righteop •: legislation of the past. It is iuconcoiv- 

y..; able t,h; : a Govern incut, which bxisis and makes laws purely by 
the pern î(}p of the society which it reproaevitspshduld claim to

'



GgMatefov generation* ?*b ' ' 1 . „ ip, t, , t  t0 Unesee. U
0-|>!..-.U. mouitcrivablo, that, eVery a..f. or a twi im.«i.i,«,.... .. s

.;< ; msre despotic Govortuaent that is ..d>onte and suffered by
m~. 1 ‘ . . , , , . 'Iffria comparative ly; ignorant and sfcrvve generation.-.Mimpd no, *

tolerated by the it more onlighteinM successor, with a keener
sense of' thwiv rights, and the strength to isserfc those, righu-. To
suppose it it t,o suppose r.i.'iu competent to resist the iti . awnbl*;
low oi progress, and to withstand the new adapts.;,iot s, which are
oontintmlly impressed on him by ecmtinmuiy ako >4 eqnditiors.

Extending- the general argument to the particular case of U'w
'Permanent Settlement, Lord (.Grnw.dliss (lovcnnnent gave .v..v
that which was not. theirs to give. The land belonged' of .-Gut
to the generation then living. When that-generation pas..--, r
away, the land became the property of the regeneration, which

;■ '...succeeded it. Lord Cornwall1 A  CowowmciH- representing- '\.e
; v '̂ olle<d&;veihnabitawts of the country then living, may U piosurn.

: 'od: to have imposed -such .taxes on real ami personal property rs
d .: sufficed' - to defray the cost of supplying- choir requirements. But ' . . ■
, Lord Cornwallis's Government could not foresee the. larger wants

and expo,miitmo of the present day, nor the enhanced walue of
L:, property, which is due r.o the larger expenditure,'which, - must be

provided for by more taxes. Ills Government could, not have
determined iu 17011 the cost m 1870 of the army and tit civil
administration,’ and of such imperial works as canals and iail-
ways, of the':last of which it had not the most remote conception. .'.Be
Shah the'personal property, which is sunk in these deyelopmcnta
of real property, bo taxed iu proportion to income, and the owner ••
of land be exempted from paying' p/pportiotuvteiy on rh-dr
.improved property to wauls tli a aggregate i-xpcnditu re iriguyiod v
ip creating and Drain turning the sour :e of their enhanced profits ? ,

Once more, the question—' L the Government to break faith . j
with the landholders of Bengal ? is best answered by; the question,
jr3 .1) i Government to break faith with tin* millions who are notIb : ■ v '. . . y $m*.f

la. idlnvdr ? Shall the Government deni unjustly by tho great 
bodv ul the .pc -pic, that it may b ; just, so to say in r. coinp ira-



B
’lo i St)fill ,t 9 [ | K

an and man is of more authority than all .laws: 
never. It is for this that Governments exist; 
adiurence to arbitrary arid unlawful engage 

.rough ignorance or selfishness. The natural 
•t be abrogated by legi-datior: The right

joy life is of Divine origin/ and therefore 
sioo.nbie. The iustranieut under which the 
»?:i.*o[>tioiY«'il anil unjust titleds. invalid, because, 
pur common humanity of a right, which jo

5 will be. star|ed the usual objection of tno 
ivou'hj. rather maintain wrong, which they call 
sacrifice to right it. • ‘Think of ;,he injury’

, .. . 3T*’,v jnrqprietQrs, who have bought land at the
:/ ' jo jaunt umihet lites/ Lot the injuiy be ad mu topi, auwj tWe n .
m- ’ ‘ • a.fc most a case -for• compensation̂  -urns a for perpetwatiip the wfewag, f 
■>>' l  mi .sooner-the wrong k set right, th... smaller will be the a ecu- 

tanlatot! injury to be repaired, a.nl the amount of compensation,

■  which n « be justly claimed, not by landholders alone, bn' like- 
wise it should he noted, by thgreat body, of uou-smu holders,

■ who have been oppressed all .these years fay dis, proper i-iorudo

B u t  fa mu w h a t, $ o n re *  is  t h e  c o m p e n s a t io n  t o  b o  m a d e ?  I f  

■ to .a l *>roi>ci»y  m u s t ,  h e  c m n p e u s h te d  o u t  o f  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y , ./!•; t *• . V' ‘y aLO yT

Khhfi-nm Tviuit source shall personal property recoup itself ? For;: it - 
. would be. too absurd to .say, that, personal propyYy must again be 
taxed, to io;>?ty itseli. TVie. di faculty suggested in tin- tpiosnon 

, ibkvM its o! 1 lie snore strongly the uecowu ty . for, an early settle--; / .^ r 
front of claims, -.which-only increase with time, .The pirns lion of 

. yompensati.on, moreover, gives vise to too further question—Of
v.Lous. may compensation be fairly claimed ? By whoa- fault has 
ope pert'.mi of the community been permitted to escape pay me at 
m its fair contribution to the general expenditure, and the father 
j-c, Jon ho, n saddled with the payment of more than ice fair

:./•>' .*. y ,yy T v'.aa fa'/fa .yfa/'fa '. . .Lm’fafakm jamim'fan fa'fa-: ■ ; f f a - f a . -  */ ';7'
wWw!̂  ' ■ fafafa . ■ .fayy . ■ - y;gfa yfaym/fa;'



inequitable law, which, lias entailed this difficulty ou the p’v-e"'': h i:
gencuutmo; while the men wiio pas^i the law, for which tilo>■'■

hum mil umui cannot approve the disposal of right/, ami in to tc - 
without the consent; of their owners by strangers agaiufcl w i.-u»

r pox Bat can. they rightly be made to suffer for tk

The remedy is plain. A representative constitution i.s iuc 
only condition, which can insure the . "oases si on of equal rights 
and the greatest possible happiness. But the savage element cf ■/?, 
selfishness and cruelty is still too strong, and the moral cense. and- 
sympathetic fee Hugs are still too weak to permit the b«»p» that 
might will surrender to right. There is uo such mental. oMiqnHy 
as that which Self interpose-, against the perception of equal-■ 
rights. There is no unwillingness- like the unwillingness of the 
d> tutor to lay down his rii,.n -vf,vrolrip, or admit another to a share _ 
of-Ids authority. And many and -frivolous are the excuses,;#nd 
gr̂ at are'the. powers of Self-delusion and misiapre&ent;ddoiv«d(h 
which self-constituted authority has ever sought to porsuado'. the 
world, tic tit would not bo good of individuals or communities,, 
that, they should manage their own affairs in tlmir own 'wav, and do 
with their own as may sobra-be&t .-in their eyes For sec-you not how 
these self-made executors contrive to apportion the common heritage 

' of Heaven toman in such a way as to leave but a small remainder
for the millions after allotment; ha/ been made 'm< mr n lew hnndm-i- 
or thousands who think be*:t, that they should have absolute 
authority over the earth and its teeming inhabitants,..-A " ■' - ' .’ - . ' ... , ' . . .. - . V ’Xv̂ OfA'-1-. ; J  ' . rc . , - ( ... . .... . y

Another objection- remains -(J£ Government is to repudiate iSs 
obligations cancelling to-cLiy the bond which it execuletl tho 
d t v before, there must he no end .of all faith in the* prom fees of the 

;■ » rovorunumt, and tiiere will be no cod ainty in commercial transum ':} m
lions, if they do not cease altogether.” The ibj tain .due!) tUF . >

■■ ■ 11 ■



* i . , \ T I , .V »* 'r, ft »! ‘r 1 V / >/ S ’ t ‘ '•*>'}•,s*’ 'l, /. ■ v‘  ̂ '$£'■> ‘ Y , - • *< h ■£ iffe ■'
''. yd,jkds>n is Jut conceal- more than one aysmuption and illegitimate 

cosVyc' !:uon Oi t" ms, and it is tecum1 •cut on us to weigh well each 
Y/ord anti its implied thought, if we would expose that dexterous 

! . • ’ sb,ifHe of phrases by which hundred;-'- are imposed upon for one, 
who is misled by direct; falsa reasoning.

First-, there is the assumption, that the repeal of a particular 
i.vo which is shown to -be unjust- and unwise, is the sane »  the 
constant'.or frequent displacement ct eve law by another. - The 

’ . imi-'hed apprehension is that, one such act will be. the precursor of
many and there will be no us; >g viable limit to the continual 
:,-eY(Ms:\I of one enactment by another if the competency of the 
Gcvemmiut to m-teo frequent, and radical changes in laws is once 
.uim-hed or allowed. Tho obvious answer is that the repeal of
fan iaw does not necessitate the repeal of .other laws ; that the

,- ' • . .

history of the legislation of a country reveals the fact that rad tea: 
changes in the political constitution occur at very distant periods, 
while the groat body of legislative enactments consists only of 
slight and gradual modifications of old laws-~tbe reflex action 
„vhtoil corresponds to the slow development of the national 
character * tliat an intelligent and .just Government is not likely
t.o r-mcol its engagements except on the strongest grounds of 

yte justice and enlightened policy* seeing that the most ignorant and 
selfish of rulers arc notoriously careful not to commit any such.

:: f f flagrant or frequent breaches of faith as would inevitably endanger /  
tlm continuance, of their rule; that whatever the danger-or 1 he v ■ 
sv'n-loe incur.ed ht-.. cancelling an engagement, the purchas'd 

.'..experience will be useful in making Government most careful m 
regard to any future ptedge it may give .or obligation--it may 

. contract; and that, to'conceive a Government aa. constantly or 
frequently committing the most serious mi stakes jiyliich cati be 

‘ repaired only by repeated revocations, involving enormous a«m- 
doo; of money and the public credit, and attended with-grave 
political dan gem—is to conceive a Government incompetent to. 
rule, and deserving to be superseded, by a better Goyormnent, ,

y Ni xt, there is the transparent fallacy of regarding the public act
of the people’s representative—such as hh equitable redistribution..-



private contract which an executes for his personal
bereiir., or r.s the repudiation. by 0 ovemraenh ol a money obliga­
tion for value received, for the discharge of which the public 
faith has been pledged. To permit.' either of two contract1 eg .
pm lies fo luliii nho terms of Ids cordiact, as lie may find ;t bps ' 
iutoi'ff.t to do, would be, an undoubted wroug to -the'other contract- ■ 
lug nut-v, and (he iiiovimbie result would bo the suspension oi; ..

' all trade. The act of a Government, however, when it is not the ' 
net of an interested party representing interests which contli-w ^
with the interests of the nation, muse bo considered the act of y
the whole community, or of a majority consenting to the act of 
their representative for their collective benefit; or, more • strict,!;/, 
what may seem' at the time in. their then state of knowledge to. oe 
for their benefit, The Government, ftei 8e, is an abstract symbol. yy 
without any personal interest in what it enacts or annuls; and 
considered as one hotly, the nation, at large, in whose beha.lt and 
with- whose consent .any law- is made or annulled, cannot have 
conhic-iiig interests. An Act, such as a redistribution oi the 
public burdens on an equitable basis, is entitled to be held ;ui act 
done in goorr faith, and it would be a gross j>er version of terms'tb 
call it a breach of faith as i.lfrmgh IM Government were repudiat- • 
i.i.ig lho payment of a debt, The landholder’s claim to tho exoop 
f.ioual privilege of being aniseed on a portion ou!y of the vahe 
of Ids property, as- against the claim of the bidk. of the community 
to be relieve! of the extra taxes on personal piopoi i.y imposed 
on them to make up for. the defective coutributton o! real property, 
has ho resemblance to the repudiation of a public'debt due to tho 
public creditor for money'advanced to the Goveruiuent on tho 
faith .of public credit.

v . Then, it is tp be noted “‘especially, that the repeal of ; 1 n ,
Permanent Settlement Law would be a return r-o the straighfcV-:- 

'  line of irnpartud justice, not a deflection iV-mf that line, A. d qmr-
ture from tho strict lino or duty, in itself wrong, is open to further 
objection-, that each such deviation leads to further deviavibnk 

. Ou the contrary, every return to the right path serves more

1 \ ;•> t visB h
‘y&d&v ■ ’• : t '-?■ » . \ v , %;.•--‘i.* —*' *j ’ ? " , ̂  ,/*  ̂( -i~j_ ' ( ( p 0 ‘ i f ,  s a*
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: the- rendeucy of a deviation from the right to repeat itself, and 
# r : i,'•*t closer approximation- to -, g;M, vvit;«- i . the eii'eef of a reverse
, cetic1- V1k lesson of history is that whereas everyact- of despo­

il-».i si! reatrjc «J is tbs precursor of fresh acts of de&pft'tbm the, 
iioebom, on fire other hard, of the English constitution Iras, been 

. . and established by successive vindications of ihe right
b -fvcuh Magma' Charta up to ifte;last iteform Dill and the dbesra- 
/,V- hii!ihm< ,if of the Irish Church.if• 16 re apltulato. The .Permanent..Settlement' Law is an mi-

lawful engagement and ■. f no effect, because- the representatives 
; of the people then living gave away to certain persons and their 

heirs' after them lor ever that which did not belor.;-; vo.the people 
of pat- generation to .give.away for ever. The law is an unjust 
taw. because it exempts precisely that portion of the Domau uty, 

./. \\ ho have benefited most from the emu nion field of labour, .from
C- ' coiitribuiy-tg ihcic do.* quotatowards the public expenditure; 

•wiide n levie ; additional taxes from the bulb of the people— 
owner.* of personal props;- Lvy' who: have nut derived from ihe co.ru- 
jiiiii. fund the. amount of benefit-/ which has accrued to real 
property. The Permanent Settlement-Act is a violation of the

P C.,,, principle ; of .justice and taxation, \\ hieh demand that each 
i■■■individual of the community shall be taxed in.--proportion to the 
/ value of Iris propmty, in the enjoyment of which he ia secured

■  by the.collect;vb industry of the whole community. While tire 
. profits accruing to. persona’ and real property are taxed alike 
, fhiO'.gb the unbred taxes which aifect-theii* owners ay consumers, 

and through 'the income tax on profits or hi come, property inland 
—-the cost, -of maintaining which ia ui- ricct from the cost of profcecf- 
i'»;7 personal property-—is furlhc'1 jr.stly liable to a propei ty . rax 

v pro* ciooed to the fresoafc value- <d dm land, as repretc.: • iog tl 2



»'v!up. mtlw accumulated laboiu'expended, i/. crfrAlii;;..; f id maintain- .
i ijO' it. Thu !.arul-l4|E as distinguished from the taxation of ptusoun!* 
proper ty possessed alike, by landholders aud non-landholders, i- «o- 
c gnized in all countries as the just contribution cl a certain pot tion 
of tho-gross produce levied by the whole eoamiuiHtie3 through then 
reiueaeutatives, in return for the exclusive possession edutcreqd 

'■ , ou the individual -landholder by the community to whom of light.
U,e laud belonged in common; aud the justification of a land- 
tax tti eatvally the justification, of an enhanced rental varying 'von. 

f . the iuoreasod value of the land. The claim of new iaudimidto?-. 
a'in* have bought the land at the hi.ghi‘i rates consequent on the 
smallness aud lixs by of tho Government demand under the 
Permanent Settlement, can be no other than a claim to compen­
sation, not a claim to the perpetuation.of public wrong done by 
an unjust law. The cancellation of ah unjust law is the para- 

 ̂ mount; duty of Government, which exists solely for the auminis- 
tratio:i of equal justice; and a charge of breach, of faith wG 
properly lie against the vvilkd perpetuation of a public wrong,

‘ not against the annulment of an unlawful aud unjust prom 
. o.-.wtlling-ly made in an ago of comparative ignorance. The qm 
f on Shall Gov-erimient be unfaithful to its engagement with the 

If landholders V is answered by the question, ‘Should Government■ff/ ‘. ' ’ . ' ; 1
| commit the greater breach of h-ith of unjustly,levying taxes on 

the wondamlholdus, who constitute the bulk of the nation, in 
excess of the quota for which they are fairly liable The rodis- 
tiilnitioii of the public expenditure by their own repr^-ntatiw 
in due proportion among the members of the community, is by 

\ no -means, analogous to the repudiation by an ink crested party 
of a bend for which a valuable consideration has been received.
.Change to he injurious uiust.be a change from right to wrong, not 
from wrong to right, a departure from the right jiath, not a 
return to it; and an unlawful engagement which violates higher 
obligations, is a engagement more honoured in the breach tou t 
in the observance The objection tit at the violation of one pledge
.is likely to load to fresh acts of violation and to beget a want 
of cuufidouco io the Government, would be applicable to the ..
;

- ... b
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case .('an interested party who -may. be -'.emptied' f.p swerve Toni . 
the path of justice ter the sake of a personal advantage; rot to 

!•; the impartial judgment of a disinterested umpiio, viiulfoatvfog
ihVd'ftitns of justice, and affirming onci for all the only eq i i. table 
principle on which the public burdens, shculd be adjusted for th v :r : 
future. Cinaily, a grave politic at error roust be repaired, ah 
enormous injustice must be removed at any cost: and those who 

r, air but too fearful ot the effect of the violation of an urtjn 
phage, which should never have been given,have only to con«i'-lcv, 
that the progress of civilizath n and good government has always 

( Y . lah-i through the - \u>. >ssive . ■ tifu-ation of past errors, and a closer 
approximation to the idea|pf justice crier .*»£h departure from 
her store r< quiremeid's. Bui the Government must take the 

„» people into its confidence. Public opinion. roust be enlightened,
and ids support socured. The reasons which demand the recall 
oi a public pledge must be set forth '-and clearly understood. 
The dumb classes, who have till now borne, without complaining 
so as to be heard, tin: ir hard lot of: povei tv ’land suffering--which 

. .... but ion many ignorantly regard ns their normal. and inevitable
T'd' condition...mint be taught their rights as well as their duties as
pY,' *. • ■■. ■■ . ,  , ' 1 : ..citizens, -<ud they must be encouraged moreover, nay invited, to 

pis present their claims to equal justice. ; a against fcho self-asser- 
'• turn aiur hinjust Claims of the screaming classes— the upper tea 

thousand. Government would then command, in the reasonable 
. . cries for equal justice to the yet unrepresented millions the
: irresistible strength and moral support which may bo heedful

for undoing the chill gilt ecus work of the Permanent Sot tie in eng ;•■y '.v-j- -ly . ' : v. b-:., ; „.m':-Yl v ’ . . Jp *fm surely the approving voice of fcue nation is Shore than the
T feeble hlamoni. .0: a self-seeking class.™y',':,,;\.b’ljy\y:::Ty\g'‘:''b g ' ' hY ‘g'
g YT'V. y The h unprecedented. successioirnf year fopon year of d?ought .

f and fxmino and I ho yearly increasing -dearness of the.Treccssjudoa
y d. * of fife rising at a much faster rate than. wages have yet rikm,

j., tili'ng the country witli sod ness and discontent, though- as yet : 
the low mutfcorings of the sofeiing poor apptar not to have 
reached tlm oars of'the... Council Chamber. Whit to them n 3 

, railways and telegraphs, the; great highways .of commerce aud



|. the fliffimon of education. to which ourLegislator* prmni.y 
noiiif a. the work of then- bantkt They only contrast ..their 
present condition with the past, when grata w.-.s cheap, and when 
they used to en]-,:y thenr native, sports mid pastimes, • 11 of whs u 
are fast dying oat with the decay oi the princes and nobios who 
supported (horn—and nothing; to replace their loss.' By whose 
fault all this suffering has been entailed on them, ami what aie 
the causes ami retriedm.s theveofy it is not I'heiv duty to firm out. 
f },<•{? part is but to obey and suffer, a mi how great then- suffer- 

. bigs f.re they would say if they had an organ borough hicb to 
Bar it. And who would listen to them if they had an gilt t«* miv 
'in this matter, and they said i t : For are they not accounted

. t u ignorant people who cannot think and act for themselves, and 
so other people must think and act for them ? And it is so 
good of them to do it too, Nor is it any use for the Goveinmoufc 
to say it cannot For the people might we.i reply, way then 
have !»ur rulers undertaken to do what they * miot do, and " ->J .
are ihey paid lor doing work winch they do not do.

If you will put your hands into a man •; pocket, he wi11 
want to know the reason why. Before the natives of British 
India can be expected to respond to a call tor mov money in the 
fehipe of a direct contribute, they must bum what has been 
done with ail the money you had. before: and what you mean, 
to db with the ordinary collection of the empire in the future.
The balance sheet of the empire must be laid before them, or 
ivbeir trusted representatives* not in its present English fomy 
which they are unable to understand} but in a form and. m a 
language and character, which snail ba perfectly clear and intmlj • 
gible to them. What do the people of India yet know of the 
financial condition of the empire, or of the crisis to which you 
appeal in justification of the tax ? They,know nothing of your 

' receipts and expenditure—how much is' received or .spent, and 
what, way it is spent, legitimate or illegitimate. Can yon 

justify to them the heavy cost, of the Abyssinian war as a charge 
upon India, or the addition of fifty lakhs a year to the pension ; g, 
of the Mysore family ? The Home charge of seven millions a
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thf r- 1' n> uy fjo lam1 or anything p-V hi the way,that
nny ■!" m it" h !,o tV ta for their infcpiesist ? Where the state F.u:
*♦ 1 : 5' 1 l f’ ii'it-i or rash- -ibargai-b with individuals or

"" !'■'»' n-(.-c „iry to grant proper'compensation, but in'tall ' ;
'*• nr > t )<•’. neats’ us irrevocable, is the drivel of twaddlers 'only.

ennitif-ulY *p alt of the Permanent Settlement of these 
province-i .*s irrevocable; but if they mean thereby anything- mote 
{l',,n hriat. !u m e would have to give equitable compensation 
to i’ffe'cJ . • isses injured by its subversion, they ought. to he
;>ut- into ih;;)!:i.rn. ‘ A^ixv’ wrote the Edinburgh Reviewer* some
>:*■’ •• a.-- is prot i-cd to a legislative assembly, wlvo are cal led 
up II ‘tii i;. upon the single ground, that by tiiose who in
s"-"v ihrmer ?. -i i >-l cxcreiried the same power, a regulation w;J 
. ale, havin- fur its object to preclude for ever or to the end of an 

uni-.; pi rod peri d, all succeeding  ̂ legislators from enacting a law 
to sjiliy such effect, as that now proposed. Now it appears self- 
evident tii at at every poikid of time, every legislature must he 
endowed with all the powers, which the exigency of the times tuny 
require; and any attempt to infringe on this, power is imidinissahle .

. and absurd, The sovereign power at any period, can only f.jym -a 
blind gue*3 at the measures, jhat may.he necessary for any future :
_poii;6d; but by this notion of immutable laws, the Government 
i* transferred from those who are necessarily the best judges'of 
what they want, to others who can know little or nothing about •. 

f: ; the matter. The thirteenth century decides for the'fourteenth.- 
Tiio fourteenth mokes laws for the fifteenth. The fifteenth ■ 
hermetically seals up the sixteenth, which Ivranhuses over the 
seventeenth, which again tolls the eighteenth how it is to.act nuder 
viremnsfances, that cannot be foreseen, and how it is to conduct 
iNcr in exigencies which no human wit can anticipate/

Ai:;n sayoMT, Benthao', in his Book-of .Fallacy/men who havo 
'.A. century more of experience to ground their judgments on, sun-ondev ''■■/>
. V!K’ir iwtcliecfe to men who bad a century less ; and who unless that 
deficiency constitutes a claim have no claim to preference. If 'be 
prior genet|tiou were,-in respect of intellectual 'qualifications, ever 

.'.-• so much anpeidor to the subsequent generation—••if itunderstood 
/ ;  - ' 8/1



|j‘ ’ f ' ! te'imih belter than the' subsequent- generation . itself the % 
v iWest of thaiTsubsequent gem-iatio’s-- bouki it posshbiy bs m • 

b equal degree anxious to promote that interest, and consequently 
JquaHy attentive to llms? facts, with which, though in order to 

b 'forth. a judgment it ought to have been, ir is impossible that it 
should h.ve been, acquainted? In a word, will its love for that

• subsequent generation bo quite so great as that samo generations 
lo-*o Ik itself? Not even here, after a moments reflection, will, 
the assertion be affirmative. And vet iUs their prodigious 
Anxiety for the welfare of that posterity, that -produces the p«o 
penaity of these sages to tie up the hands of this same posterity

7 for evermore, to act as guardians to its perpetual ami incurable, 
weakness, and take its conduct for ever out of its own hands.

• 'If it be right that- the conduct of the 19th century should^be
• k 1 detoi mined hot %  its own judgment, but by ,hat of the 18th,

it will be equally right, that the conduct cf the 20th ceotmy 
should be determined uot by its own judgment, but by that of tn©
19th. And if the same principle vv ire still pursued, in process 

■ - of tVmo, the practice of legislation would beat an end. Inc 
conduct and fate of all men would be detei mined by those, who 

. neuher knew nor cared anything about the matter; and the■ ■
aggregate body of the living would remain for ever in subjection 

k W V  inexorable tyranny exercised, as it were, by the aggicgate 
body of the dead/

The despotism of a Nero or Caligula would be more tolerabm 
tlvciir ah irrevocable law. The despot, through lorn- or favour,

J ol- in'a lucid interval, may relent ; but how is a dead Legislature
to be awakened from the dust in which they repose—the jobc-r 
yndihe patriot, the speaker and the door-keeper, the si lout . 
“ot,m ■ and men of rich allusions? ‘ Cannings and cultivators- 
Bu'rvmgs and beggars, m a k i n g  irrevocable laws for men who toss 
Amur remains about with spades, and use the relics cf these 
legislators, to give breadth to broccoli, and to aid tire vernal

■ eruption oi asparagus/ An irrevocable W  - a  law that is to
■ bhul future generations is a self-evident absurdity. There is 
nothing in the Cornwallis settlement of 1792, that the legislature



of the present age is bound to respect in the least; still less is 
there in.this recent settlement of the Central Provinces. To 
-abrogate either, it is necessary only to grant proper-compensation 
to Atm classes with whom the dll-advised settlement was made 
The modifications that have boon made in the Chanda and Nim.ar 
settlements should he made throughout the whole, While the 
memory of the wrong is still, fresh in. the mind of every one, and 
the conscience:,’of all classes will approve what is done, Our 
readers would be *r»mazed. to read the Administration’.Reports , 
pf these Provinces in lhe last few veair the efforts that have 
been necessary to made the .Malgoozar even understand the rights, 
that the.gel dement has conferred upon him ; and as for regaH 
lug the settlement as irrevocable, it is the wisdom of the usual 

. official Indian order and nothing else.” The Statewruyn, Novoa-" 
be) Ah /A  A .

We have already said, that the-first and chief means of im­
proving the most wretched 'condition of the ryots is to repeal the 

-r: . . Pmmanent Settlement, and to take theM direct .under the cure 
and protection of the Government, ’ To compensate the zemin­
dars, it should set apart for ever three crure.s of rupees annually 
as pension to be distributed among them all in proportion to . 
tin-h- present mooum, and appoint the worthy ones .as collectors 

• of revenue. It should also distinctly declare, that all appoint.*
■ ' meritsrelating to the collection, of land revenue .shall, be .given to . . 

the. zemindars in preference - to .others, provided they be found 
worthy. In answer to the charge, which will, no doubt, be 

' brought forward, 'that the compensation is inadequate, we will p 
Say-, that -no Government in the world will ever be able or wiling , A 
to compensate fully a very small body of landholders, (whom John 
SU-warfc Mill, the.greatest -authority in political ecoi-.omy, styles 
as the idle and worthless drones of society) whose anuua) p"' ft 
most probably exceed the vast sum of fifty-six croree of rupees, : ?
to the detriment of .interests of 200 millions of people; and 
which sum was, as it were, forced into, their pockets by a settle- ■
merit, which we will characterize as the grossest and most 
gigaa'ic blunder ewer perpetrated and maintained intact by

[ 'A A R-



I-art to maintain it intact l What is the fundamental prmCpie 
V of the institution of Government ? • Is if for the luxury of the ;;
j™ Uw, and for the miserv of 'themUlions ? Can any man inbis

senses answer yes ? It is. most probable, nay aW?> 
that .the English will reign ii. this country for.several ovnlmife*, 
when the comparafi vely ivoak and effeminate Mahometans ruled 
if fen- five or six bond red years. We aslt whether the dovern- 
meut will ho able to maintain that settlement long as they . 
will remain here. We see, that all things created: bv ai might v 
God .die after a few snores of years, is.If postobie, that a most.- 
absurd settlement of a vain man will remain inf*<ct imo ,ive>- ' 
foe sever! centuries ? Were the Secretaries of 'Statu • -h\
,nd  Viceroys and Governors 'General''bom a” ! <* i .

' ' of Bengal, and had seen, with their own .eyes, the if
the ryots, and been uninterested, in land, .they would have 

! -certainly torn it into- thoiieattd- pieces long heforO. The.. Cover1'-- ' - V -' ' ' ■ ; y  ̂ C y C. y ,;:'C :.v.YC.:yyT o;Cut,!c.l-.:VCc;d'i yment has shewn a master-piece cd .nou-iutoidhrexice in this 
• :matter; but were the aemiadavs in its position and the u-vts 

. . in :helrs, they wet id have repealed it seventy or seventy-live
k v

<*. : . - . .  C/y yy i f*
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