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destitute alike of the sympathy of others Mid of all hope in himself, 

the Bengal Ryot is an infinitely more wretched being than the 

English fiumdahouter'or the Russian serf. We very much doubt, 

.indeed, whether the- misguided legislation of 1850 has not placed 

him in a. worse position than before. To look upon the'great 

body of ryots in Bengal as in any sobsc peasant proprietors,- would: 

be a great mistake, that argued a very, superficial knowledge of 

the country and of the working of Act X, of 1859. The above 

is no .sensational picture of the average Bengal Ryot-. The arche­

type may be seen in every village on any day in the, year. Our 

description will be endorsed by every zemindar, who knows »ny- 

thing of the -Moiussil; And yet it is the a.griet.tlttfral classes, that, 

compose the people of Bengal, and it is as much for the good of 

these. classes, as for (hat of airy others, that we profess to he in;

India at alt What then have we done for their elevation physi- 

oaiiy, morally, or intellectually. Are they richer, wiser, or move 

contented, than they were before we ever set foot in the .country.'’

Ibid., p.p. 75-70.
“ Tne whple .system (of Sub-letting) was, to quote the Words, 

of William Blunt, ‘ profit upon profits/ Mr. Buttefworth Bui ley,

When Magistrate of Burdwan, says ;— ■•' I have met with more than 

one instance of a village being held in portions by 'Six or eight 

individuals ass a dur-dar-dur~putneo talook;’ and the consequence 

Was, that the ryots wore several degrees removed from the Zemin­

dar, to whose care they had been committed by the Permanent 

Settlement. There was a regular ferreting anil squeezing out of 

their earnings, and they had to feet the whole onus of imposif uih, 

in consequence of the different grades of farmers making the most 

of each other. The inconvenience, insecurity, and depression, 

caused by this system of sub-letting were, serious. It is one of the 

principal causes of his impoverishment; agriculture can never pros­

per, while the peasantry are fib much harassed and crushed down 

‘Even a bad sovereign/ says Dr. Smith 4 feuds more compassion 

for his people, than can be -expected from the farmers of his 

revenue/ Depopulation and the increase of crime are, and must 

bo, inseparable from the 'cruelties? prncli.su! upon the rye is by the.
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farmers .awl under-farmers. '‘ All these wmler-l.and-holdei’s/ says 
Mr. A. Fraser - Tytler, (who held the Office of Assistant Judge in 
the 24 Perguunahs) ‘ independent of the high rent demanded, 
have various means of oppressing the; ryotg: and making the best 
of their lands......Their ' devices for making money are innumer­
able.'' ” Jbid., vol VI, Art. Tiie Zemindar and the Ryot.

"Mir. W. Dampier, the Superintendent of Police, in hislteportfor 
1843,says;—'Thesub-letting system, which relieves the zemindars 
from all connection with their estates or ry ots, and places these in the 
hands of middlemen and speculators, is striking its roots all over 
the country, and is grinding the poorer classes to nothing but a 
hare subsistence, if it leaves them that.’ In another part of the 
Report, he refers ‘ to the sub-letting system, which, leaving the 
ryots very little subsistence (the rents being higher, and the 
price of labour lower than in other districts,) exposes them to the 
temptation of robbing when they are in penury, and also the 
minor Talookdars and Sub-holders, who receive themselves hut 
little from the soil, countenancing and protecting the gangs.”
Ibid. Wd.

‘•The bane of the landed interest in India, that is, of all those 
who am. primarily interested in .the land, the land-holders on the 
one part and the actual cultivators on tho other, is the creation of 
sub-tenures for the benefit of those, who seek to lease rents, not 
lands; who speculate upon the opportunity they may be enabled 
to command of realizing extortionate rents; .and who, being 
neither landlords or cultivators, are permitted to absorb such an 
amount of the profits of tho laud as is calculated to paralyze the 
efficient operations of those with whose prosperity, the prosperity of 
i he entire country is most nearly identified.’' A. Sconce, Esq. Papers 
Jlegarding the Conwqiw/iics to Under-te imres of the Hale of an 
Edi0te for Arrears of Me venue, p. 140.

“ The wretchedness of the ryot was consummated by the 
rystom of sub-letting, which came in with the Permanent Settle­
ment. Tire sub-letting often descended to the .fourth, grade,
The accumulated demand was extorted from the cultivators by
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every ingenuity of. oppression.” MavAmahhi Tl'mlmy j fmint, 
part II.

“ All 1 lib profits of these middlemen (Zemin l.trsi, Putnoedars, 
Diir-putnoedni s, &c.) are squeezed out of the unfortunate eultiva 
tors” T[ygh Sloth., Esq. Anmver to qu-edion 2:2;?. Mint Us 
of Evidence, Revenue, Comm ons, /■<■!?.

“ The1 indigence of the peasantry appears not one.of the least: 

of the causes, whi-’h contribute to . the frecp.ieJ.iey of crime .in this, 

and the adjacent districts, arising in no small degree from the 

system of farming lands, that obtains in those d istricts. Those 

acquainted with the.landed, tenures 'of Bengal will at once under­

stand the train of evils attonding.the. system of letting in put nee 

tenures. These tenures arc created by the zemindar, .letting his 

lands to an mdlvidndl who is tonne I a Putnepdar, he lets it to a 

Dur-putncedar, he again to a .̂e-putneedar, and he not unfrequently 

to a, Dui-se-putn.eedar. The Putneedar, in acquiring his tenure,, is 

obliged, to pay- for- it in proportion to the profit* it may yield ; 

so that, if the. rent .is Rs, 10,0.00, and the profits only Its. 1.000, 

bo pays Its. 10,000 for the tenure, which is the market, price 

for laud; yielding a clear profit, of a thousand rupees.. The least 

he expects for his money is twenty-four per cent., .the rate, of 

interest paid for money In the Mofussii; and in. sub-letting to the 

Dur-pufcneedar, he adds the interest Its. 2,400 to the rent* making 

the rent payable by the lessee Rs. 12,400, which not only absorbs 

the .profits, that the estate yielded to the Pntnecdar, but leaves a 

balance ol Its. 1,400 to be realized in excess of that sum y— 

and whence is this sum to be realized, but from exactions in the 

shape of mathots and nbwabs, or by an enhanced .assess men t of 

the ryots’ rents ? The Dur- putncedar also pays for his right to the 

estate, if not for a profit shown to exist in the actual or probable avails 

of,the estate, at least- for the proprietary right which is transferred 

to him. The transfer into the., hands of the Se-putnecdav, and 

then into those of the Dnr-se-putneedar, all add to the amount, 

which it is intended shad be collected, from the lands. Every 

intermediate lessee exa-cts a certain profit over the vent, at which
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the zemindar parte with, his lands, till the rental swells into ft 
snm far exceeding the existing assets, and induces the necessity 
of enhancing the- tent of the ryot. The attempt to realize this 
sum entails a series of litigation; wjpeh sometimes ends in 
the abandonment by the. TaJookdar of his lease; but more 
frequently in the total ruin of the tenant, who had in vain 
contended for the permanency of his holding, but which, 
he finds, extends only to the mere right of occupancy, so 
long as he pays a certain, rent, and that rent is not below the 
pergtmnah rate. T have not leisure nor space to describe all the 
rn isery, wretchedness, and stifferincf, which this system has in­
duced. It has ruined the peasantry, and rendered them almost 
a null on of paupers. Were it not for the Ayma tenures (lands 
assessed at a moderate rent at, the Decennial Settlement unci or 
peculiar • circumstances) and for the rent-free tenures, which 'are 
still preserved to the country, the people must from dire necessity, 
have more generally - resorted to violent means for a livelihood.
Add to this, the absence of all education among the lower classes, 
and the consequent low state of their morals ; and can it be 
doubled, that it is the extreme ihdigen.ee of the people, that 
occasions many of the dacoities, that take place in this and the 
adjacent districts!

This mode of letting lands commenced' with the Rajah 'of
---------, whose principality from its size, rendered it impossible
to be managed except by dividing the proprietary right with 
others, But the almost inextricable perplexities and embarisss* 
merits into which the Rajah’s affairs had fallen, induced the 
interference of Government; and Regulation YI.II. of 18 iff was 
enacted to enable him to retrieve his affairs. That Regulation 
introduced order and system into his mode of collecting the 
revenue; but the protection it afforded to the interest of the 
intermediate holders converted the system into a means' of 
speculation, and eventually into a curse against, the people: The 
same system, under another name, obtains in districts'remote from
B— -----} but from- the Regulation not having been expressly
extended to their cases, they have escaped the'withering effects-
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of its baneful niiluenees.” A  Correspondent o f  the Englishm an*,

J u ly  4., 1848, quoted in the F rien d  o f  In d ia , J u ly  181+8.
“ There is another great evil, that has been increasing of late 

years, and is being carried to a ruinous extent as far as it affects 

the ryots. I allude to the sub-let:ing system. The evils attend­

ing it have been brought to the notice of Government, who ought 

to take some measures to rescue the ryots from abject poverty.

The law again steps in, in this case, to aid the oppressor, the 

poor ryot being helpless. A  single instance will suffice. A  

Zemindar lets a me.hal in Put nee, the Putnfiedar again relets if- in 

Dur-putnee, now as a profit is to be made by all these parties, not 

to mention the payment of salamee, &o.t it-stands to reason the 

greater the number of hands the rneha.1 goes through, the more 

will the ryots be squeezed; the Dur-putneadar, finding under 

these circumstances a difficulty in realizing the rents, applies to 

the Collectory for assistance by means of ‘Regulation VII. i he 

Collector is helpless, ami issues the ciustuks, and some few poor 

devils are apprehended, on seeing which the other ryots already 

harassed past bearing, rise and rescue the unfortunates, in doing 

which, a life is, perhaps, lost and a few limbs are broken. The 

Magistrate is called in, who, although sympathizing with the 

poor ryots at their hard lot, must bring them to punishment for 

their having taken law into their own hands, although it would be 

difficult to say what other law they could have taken ” A  Corres­
p onden t o f  the Friend, o f  In d ia , June 4, 184%

"The system of sub-infeudation and sub-division of joint- 

interests accompanied by severalty of right, prevails universally 

throughout Bengal, One result of this is a condition of perplexi­

ty of landed interests, which is probably without a parallel else­

where. And a still more serious consequence is, that the so-called 

owner of the land has the least possible motive for doing anything 

to benefit it, It will be seen, that the rent paid by the cultivator 

for t he use of the soil does not go to one person bearing the character 

of an English landlord, but is distributed among a series of 

owners, namely, the middle tenure-holders with the revenue- 

paying zemindar at their head, each independent of* the others,

"'A  ' ■. . v  . ■ ■ ■
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mul-each probably, consisting of several persons with independent 

rights among themselves. Why should one shareholder out of 

this lot advance money- for improvement, the advantage of which, 

if any, will be- shared in by many othofis, over whom lie has no 

control or influence, to a greater extent- than by himself.” The 
Calcutta Review, vol. id  X .. p. 308.

“ Was it from the Zemindar they (Planters) took the lease ?—  

The Zemindar may rent his lain5 to three or four people. The 

Zemindar lets it to what is called an Izardarot farmer; the Izardar 

again to what is-called a Dur-izardar or under-farmer; and'each gets 

a considerable property on the lands, and the Natives arc in■. con­

sequence very much oppressed,” I fo n ’ble A n d rew  Ram say, A nsw er  
fo question 8505. M in u tes  o f  E vidence, Select O&mmittee o f  
the H o m e  o f  Lords, 1880.

“ Do you think, that a, Zemindar would be induced to give 

a longer lease than for 21 years ?— I never knew them, give a lease 

of that period.” G. H a rris , Esq. Uriel. 4809. Ibid..

."Is it usual for the Zemindars to let their lands 'to Izardavs 

and Dur-izardars-? Yes; it sometimes happens many Zemindars 

keep the lands in their own hands, and collect their mvn rents, 

ami do not farm'them out.” Ibid. Ib id . ■ f 3 18. Ibid .

“ Does each of those classes of persons demand an increased 

rent from the -class immediately below them ?— Yes; there is .an 

increase put on by each individual; one takes it from the Zemin­

dar on purpose to make a little bonus by it, and he lets it to 

another man.” Ib id . Ibid . 1(819. Ib id .

“ What power has he to make him pay'an increased rent ? 

There is no power for it; but he is told.: ‘ I have been obliged, 

to pay tho Zemindar so.much more than the rent of tho village ; 

vou must make good some of it / ” H id . Ibid . W ill. Ibid.

“ Indolence, inexperience,- and indebtedness, make Native 

Zemindars prefer the system of putnees and ijarahs, because it 

saves trouble, and brings money to meet their immediate wants.” 

JJabu,—-— — , Ib id . 8761;. The in d ig o  C om m im -on Report,
m o.
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Tke KeiniiuUt*'.

'When Urn aomiadiu is live or six years old, he w 

to school always with a ..servant' or in a carriage. Bin servants 

having called him Maharaja all along front Ms iniuney, he 

■ tlvinks ao he is. However as it is impossible ■ for him to elude 

the vigilance of his parents, and that oi his private .tutor at so 

early an age, so ho regularly attends his school, and pays-attention 

to his boniest ' Belt his ardour decreases as he advances in years. 

With-the advance of his age, ho loses his taste of books, -and 

acquires that for pleasures. Not being in want of money, which 

he afwavs' -gets from his parents; or savds from his tiffin allowances, 

he buys dogs : after a year or two ho drives away the- poor crea- 

i.un p and brings;hi-their piade,!-pigemisfrtifdikited. Now he! does 

not regularly attend iris school. He now and' then Mines hi-> 

servant, who is sent; with him to the • school- T.he poor teliovv 

being thus satisfied informs his pafbxVfeF that his Babu has 

attended the .school’; and they take no ifewe notice <$fhim. In 

the 'meantime' the Baba, •to satisfy his curiosity, .goes, acedia- 

pfmied bv several others, k) : vlhft the Asiatic Miuaeum and the

' .Fort Williniil, So far it is good. But alas! he often goes but\ .■  ■ ,,4
of school'to- smoke and: chat at; adjacent- shops, of school tiftin 

rooms. ' Having thus • beguiled thb school hours, he returns homo 

at regular '-time as i f ' from school. Thus he wastes 'away the' most 

valuable years of his Tile, and- deceives himself and his parents 

for evor. Keeping aside his books,, and hastily taking 'hift food, 

he madly indulges himself in the pursuit of his pleasures. In 

the evening the ''poor unfortunate private tutor comes to teach 

hint; but his pupil being engaged in kite-flying, ipigeon-feeding, 

card-playing, and so forth, he musf hdve to wait for’at least qvuuter 

of an hour with*occasional calls!, before hb s6es him in the reading 

room. As soon as he come.-:, there,"he begins to talk of bis great 

skilHirkite-dying, card-playing, hnd so- forth. And if he is fond »• 

of pigeons, "he' begins' to talk of them : how he has fed or made, 

them tiy, how he has stolon S' good one, or whence and at what 

price- he hits1 bought it that; such a one has laid eggs, or toirelie 1 

its young -'ones; Sud' -̂'fo'th'.' The- prior tutor urge's him at intervals

S ' .  -
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to attend to his lesson, but. who ’rears him ? if he is foolish 

enough. to say or do anything- unpleasant to his pupil, he is 'almost 

emre to be insulted or dismissed from his service: a charge of 

neglect or ignorance is almost sure to be brought against him.

His father, in most cases,, without making- any enquiry whatever 

into the grounds of his complaint, sharply warns or dismisses 

him. as best suits the whims of his worthy son. Those who have 

served..for some time in the capacity of a private tutor,know 

very well, that their services bang upon a hair— upon the whims 

of their pupils. So they shape their course arm best suits their 

interests. In this way the Balm beguiles his time in conversa­
tion on various subjects he- is fond of, as occasion gives rise to 

them. After an -hour or two, his tutor gets up, thinking in his 

mind, that his pupil would be a good-for-nothing fellow, that he 

is not to blame for that, and that- as soon as he would be in a 

better position, he would resign his service. We leave it to our 

readers to judge of the education, which our zemindar receives 

in this way. As soon as he arrives at the age of fifteen or sixteen,

. he begins to kill himself by debauchery. He dares not at once 

leave his school from fear of his parents. But he pays so Ilf tie 

. attention to his books, and attends his school -so irregularly, that 

it ,ia the .same thing, whether his name, is on the roll or not, As 

it is impossible to check him any longer, so his parents emholy 

leave him to hia fate. Taking his food at the regular time, he

goes out. Where ? Not to his school, but to-— —;----- . In this way

he passes a year or two, and then leaves his school, and, with it, 

all study for ever. Such is the education and .training of our 

Cornwallis . aristocrats, on. whose -will .depends, the happiness and 

well - being of the vast millions.

Now freed from all the troubles and anxieties consequent on 

attending the school, our zemindar keeps aside his pigeons, dogs, 

and ether childish things, and acquires taste for pleasures h? 

driving the most sumptuous equipages in the streets of Calcutta, 

seeing theatrical performances, in garden parties, and other luxuries 

too numerous to be mentioned here. Many sycophants, who are 

' generally known by the name of MoA&^mbs, begin to surround



him, and, within a short time, turn his bosom-friends. The sole 

object of these men is nothing but to lay traps to catch our lord 

of the soil: to induce him to spend money lihe: water in visiting; 

most beautiful prostitutes, in feasts, garden parties, and so forth. 

It is here needless to remind - our readers, that the education and 

moral training of our zemindar are not good enough to resist the 

charming, influences--of vice, by which his moshahebs always try to 

hill him. Mistaking his real enemies for his friends, he enters into 

the-world with, a vast annual income varying from tens' of thousands 

to lakhs. It is a fact, the truth of which no one can deny, that 

those who acquire -wealth by their own exertions, are acquainted. 

with hard labours, troubles, and anxieties, consequent on its 

acquisition, and consequently are very frugal in its expenditure, 

while those, who inherit largo properties, and know nothing of 

worldly troubles and anxieties, spend- money like water. Our. 

zemindar, who belongs to the latter class, is consequently not. a 

man to shrink from extravagant expenditure in pursuit of his 

pleasures, Thus the object of the moahdhebs to rob their master: 

is gained : he buries himself in debauchery. He is too ignorant 

to know anything, of the conditions of the Permanent Settlement; 
nay, we doubt very much, whether he knows the very name of 

the father of that settlement, Indeed he knows • nothing -but that, 

his-forefathers have-Bequeathed him zemirtdaries with an annual 

iu ;ome or to  much, He looks upon his estates as the goose 

giving him golden eggs every day to meet the demands of his extra­

vagance and luxury whenever he is in need of them. And for all 

this, he has nothing to do but to order his Naibs and Gomastahs, 

that ho is in need of such a ;Sitm of money,, and that he -wants 

thorn to exact it from his tenants. He is too great, and luxurious 

to, take upon' hi* shoulders the troubles and anxieties consequent 

•on the. proper management pf his estates, so he entirely leave* it 

to he carro of bis agents. Though very extravagant ho is in 

other respects, he is veiy -sordid-—nay .he- is the last man in the 

world to adequately remunerate them for their labours; so they 

are paid less than even the peons of the Government Offices. 

As a consequence thereof, those who have conscience to bite, theiu

( f>0 }
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Ibr exacting money by foul means,- care very little to be the 

agents of the zemindar:— to ..bo our: “ village tyrants.” Those only 

who are devoid of conscience— always ready to sacrifice it before 

the altar of Blntus, and who have no fear either of O dd  in 

heavon, or of man in this world to brand them with inlamy, seek, 

like -hungry vultures, after the services under hini, fife so-madly 

indulges himself in his sensual pleasures ami other luxuries, that 

we doubt very much, v/hotii Or lie ever dreams of making enquiries 

into" the means, which ffife agents employ for exacting his illegal 

demands, or into the feelings and the wretched condition of his 

tenantry, or of making improvements 'of his estates for bettering 

it. His sole object is nothing but, to exact money, by fair moons or 

foul, that matters lit,tie. It has been said before, that his agents are 

not adequately remunerated ;■ most of them recoup themselves 

bv exacting much in excess of the demands, that are made upon 

them bv him, reserving the surplus to thetmolvos. Beskin's there 

ave many illegal c-esses,'which ate-.peciiliar.to the fiatoro of their 

duties, and: in which t-lroir master does nor take any share 

whatever.

it seems frobf a efiac observe,lion of the life 'of - the zemindar, 

that God has created him that h fr should enjoy -only its luxuries:

Tie r'isos from life bed at nine or ten o’clock in the morning, and 

spends an hour or two in bhthing and taldri'g his food. 'Hien ho 

lays down bis huge body upon his lied,' chewing. his' port- and 

smoking Ids aWMa: After half an hour or so,-sleep comes on and

fiisrihiVtcs him for three or four hours. He thenawakes from 

his ' slumber, fakes sdfno food, chows- ■ Iris' pari; smokes' his ttfhakr, 
and chats till five or six F. Ml dust boffire evening, hot a'ccdm- 

pionie.1 by his bosom-friends, drives his most sumptuous toutpage,' 

stops here and there, fond at last returns home in a'state of 

drunkenness al fo ksvhn"or' twelve o'clock m tho‘ night. In-this- 

way several zemlr.dri.is hMwitfillanding' th.b vast annua) income’ 

bequGithoi' them by their' forefat, hers, .incur do bis; which if is 

v. vv difficult for them to liquids! to -"whilb their in- the*

moiliasil apparently raiseihemsohi •, to the position of z-minduu,

. ■ x;ict the athivst iatill iVg"mAh'We r'yoft*, an<1; i t h in ' ;i 'f  ■ w vcaxs,■■



acqiureiwealth. At last some- of them are .even obliged to sell • 

some of their estates in order to- '.liquidate their debts, and to 

save the rest from passing 'into other bunds. Fin from visilting 

the estates.to enquire into the condition of hio ryots, if ferry- one 

of them comes to him. and present?, a petition with nazarm ia  to 

settle any thing, he is looked upon -as too mean or troublesome to 

approach the- sacred precincts of his grand parlour,'or to vex him 

with'his little interests, and is invariably referred to his Dewan, 
who shapes his course as best, suits his interests. It also happens, 

that a ryot coining for settling anything must have to wait for 

several days, and. to bribe his servants, before lie could be ablet 

to see his lord. Such, is the interest, which our zemindar takes , 

in the welfare and .happiness'of his ryots.- Those won in-bus. who 

are obliged to sob some - of their estates for liquidating their 

debts, try their head and heart to- make up the- low by enhancing 

the rents of the cultivators • already reduced to: extreme poverty 

and wretchedness by their agents ; while love of wealth and-; sense*- 

less cupidity'disturb the slumbers of most pi' their brotheT-xemm- 

dars by visions of squeezing the life-blood out of their tenants.' It 

they are wise enough to. taffioly'submit to their demands, however 

extravagant they are, so much the better for them ; otherwise 

they are sure to take upon their head tire -tbrnhlc vengeance of 

thier masters on the very first opportunity.- As it is:out of the 

acknowledged principles -of human' :■ nature; to submit fir suc‘i de­

mands without making any struggle, so die ryots naturally resist 

thorn, and, as a consequence thereof, Irrigation ensues. • -Forcibly 

cutting the crops, plunderihg the houses, arson, and illegal con­

finement, arc often resorted'to as means for frightening them to 

submission, while, suits- upon suits, charges upon charge  ̂ ate heap- 

-ed upon those, who load the opposition, till they, harassed by thou­

sand' Ways, submit to pay the inereased rents together with the ex ­

penses of litigation.;. Having thus appropriated by'far-The greater 

part of - the wealth' arising out of uierbashd cult.iv&l ioii,. on, .tike • 

walli'3 aristocrats next' hanker alter titles-Mm be Hoy Bauadurs, Khan 

Bahadurs, lUjahs, and'^Mfatajaih's. As” if is rmpbssibl# to have 

them chnfonwd; upon tbeivi wifcbhiit 4 hv--stroily rocommewdatJori of

:: cv f 1 . i f  rib-, ' ;d .•''■■■■■..■ ..''by ri rib : -1 Vi-- i . . - 1’.-.:■■ ■ ‘ b• - dqA
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high Government Oftloeie, so they first try to propitiate .them by 

lending them money, subscribing- large sums to memorial funds 

and si-o forth. Thus they, within a . short time, often succeed in 

gaining their object— in seeing., them, honoured with the titles in 

Government Gazettes. Although they have 'buried the conditions of 

the Permanent Settlement in the oblivion, yet then- is a strong 

desire- in their minds to- appear- before the public ami the Govern­

ment as philanthropists. In order to gain this object, the services 

of a few very abb men have been seeured .to. .conduct' newspaper ,̂ 

who do not at ail scrapie to represent the zemindars as angels. 

Having thus taken preliminary steps to gain their object-—to ap­

peal before the public as phiIantliropista-:-- 0:iir Cornwallis Aristo­

crats shape their course as best suits thewinterests. They strongly 

oppose almost every measure of the Government- however baJ.oula-, 

tod to do public good, in tire name of the people off b&ngal, Befea*, 

apd Orissrt. nay of India too. It provides fond for the education 

of the masses, and our patriots-at once fonvarda petition 

H-er Majesty’s Secretary of State, for India, bewaring. His Grace of 

the danger, with which the country is threatened, thereby.... There 

in a famine yawning its horrible mouth to devour-the unfortunate 

millions, and our patriots at once ...come .Tor-ward 'with a .petition

in.their hands to advise our noble Government upon its duties 

in the calamity, of which, it. wed be our painful duty to prove 

siatisr.iedly in proper, place, -they ate'-not only the cause* but 

also take advantage, of for enhancing -the -rents.-‘of the erdlivatoris,, 

thereby -undoing, its measures, for preventing its dreadful copse- 

quences. The .famine is oyer, again they, coin© forward to con- 

graiulate the Government .of- the victory, it baa. gained oyer that 

giant The H ind oo P a trio t boldly proclaims to .the world, that 

■ he zemittdarsj have proved themselves by their benevolent 

measures'in. the ten Tde crisis worthy to bo sho wered with, honors : 

that -they have ‘ vindicated the. Permanent Settlement/! !1 It 

seems, on perusal. of the Jlvndco P a trio t of .1874, that the 

angels .came .down, from heaven m the persons of the zeimu- 

dars, to save..us, from, the dreadful consequences, of the famine, 

in  tjbis way they throw dust in the eyes of the. public ami the
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Government, and appear before them a*! patriots;. Such are the 

men to whose - tender mercies, the Government of Lord* Corn­

wallis haMed over, by a. stroke of his pen, the vas( bullions of 

Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, 'and thereby redimed the.m*from their 

position of allodial 'proprietors to that of there tenants-at-will.

We must here -admit, that there are a few zemindars, who really 

help their tenants, and deserve the approbation of all. With 

these brief remarks, we place before -our readers the following 

extracts, -which will throw much light upon the subject.

“■ Tp expect of Bengal zemindars the duties of an English 

landlord, to build and plant, and introduce improved 'agriculture 

and improved machinery w a mere chimera- Those are not the 

.functions of a native landlord. If a mfti. encourages or protects 

the ryots, who break up his waste and till his tends, and. deals 

faithfully- -and -equitably by them, he is considered to do his duty 

If lie: further acts the pari of a capitalist money-lender,' and 

.-advances money .and -seed to be repaid with interest at; 'Kamiijfc. 

tirny, he does? something- more ; and if the interest exacted'is not 

exorbitant, he' is a model landlord. The virtues of a Bengalee 

landlord arb rather negative than positive.” Svr George'-Campbell,
■'by Bengal the purchase of a zeittiwduri is a sort of specu­

lation, and looked upon as the goose giving golden eggs e very 

' day. I f  must, either be farmed at a good profit, -or placed in the 

charge of a..collector,‘who becomes the de fa c to  - semindar, Few, 

very few,-zemindars reside iu* their zemihd&ries,- Some of ‘ hem 

spend their days and nights in their closets, doing actually nothing 

' . ■ in this world. Some live in this city in the capacity of Banians

to mercantile adventurers, whom they advance thousands and 

lakhs of'rupees ... . They aim at serving, the .civilians so as to 

. render .them, -instrumental in the promotion of their • interests.

Such is the way-in which the zemindars make themselves aliens 

to the inipripd economy of-their xmindmesi Ask them ques­

tions m  to the. agricultural, manufacturing, or fiscal statistics of 

their estates, and the -answer is- sure to be, that, their Kaiha,.know 

every thing1 about the matter. It ia to I questioned whether 

they even minutely look into the accounts rendered by their.

' ;■. v . , -‘V # ■ . * •<v
0 V
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Of>!lectors. They arc food of ease, and not at all times accessible 

to their ryots. If petitions, coin plaining of, or fraying for, any­

thing, bo presented with.naza.romx, they are .not seldom, referred 

1" the Ih'ica'i, the head olFteur of the house, who participates in

t the gabis.ol the N aih, am! disposes the. matter as he fee is in - 

fhjoneed/’ Th$ Calc alto, Re'cmy, vol, VI. A r t  The Zernlncla 
and  t! ■: Ryot.

“ W ithout an iota, of education, or public spirit, or desire to 

do good to the people, the typical village zemindar considers h the 

aior aud object of his life to extort, the, last penny from the u>*i- 

poveriahed ryot. In this calamitous year (1.874) when $hfc Go­

vernment of India and the Crpyorninont of Bengal tried head ami 

heart to saw .millions from .starvation What did our zemindars 

do ? A  few enlightened Zemindars remitted or promised i.o remit 

a .portion of the rent due. Self-seeking and selfishness, a cruel 

disregard for the sufferings of the ryots, a most,startling uncons­

ciousness of the moral duty imposed on every one at this terrible 

reason- These (hmaetenze the mass of Vhe zemindars,” IhiRv, 
tiom esh ’.‘h u nder Butt's P easantry ,,j Bengal.

I he majority of Bengal zombi Jars had no love for the 

oaies and' troubles of auasntgvnjont.; many of them had never 

seen their estates. Their great object was ;.o derive as large am 

income s possible with the Idast risk land trouble.” The A d m i-
r.xsl xUh iv Report o f  Bengal, 1ST3- 73, p. ffi.

“ dhe zoinilidars me very sweeping in thou claims/’ Tfaqh 
Stark, lusty Answ er to guestxmv 199. M inutes o f  Evidence, 
.Revenue, Commons, 7.83$.

“ hoc practice of showing (by the'zemindars) false at counts 

to the (iolhictors is-very general/' Homy New ahum, Esq. ECU 
3758. lit ill; ■

' 1 >c they ( xennudars) indulge in European luxuries and 

European .mode of life ?... .Some few do; and I have understood

( it' is -a matter of mere herbsay) that they bohsume a considerable 

quantity of winfe. .and ' cheriy-Lmndy. They do sb-secretly of 

course/' E D. Mangles, Esq, I  hid tm. -Minnies of Evidence.
The Select Committee of the House of Lords, 1830.
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•« There are natives of very great wealth.” Ibid. Ib id  617. 

Ib id ,
‘ They are generally ih© largo landed proprietors ; almost 

every rich native in Calcutta is a. lauded proprietor.” Ib id , Ib id  

618. Ibid .
...... They are fond of large bodies of retainers and fellows run­

ning after them." Ibid. lbid'(k>9. Ib id «

The 'zemindars were men quite unfit for the placeguto 

which they were put; they were not men of business, nor men of 

agricultural k nowledge in any respect. I bid. Ib id  <ol. Ib'id.
« The landlords will not surrender .their correct rent -roll; and 

we. in consequence, bad recourse to conjectural estimates, which is 

rather a clumsy contrivance.” H ugh George Christian, Esq.

Ib id  8 6 8 . Ibid,
*f Various frauds practised in the process of sale, collusive, 

transfers' take place:; and frauds 'have been practised both in the 

Side and purchased' Ibid . Ib id  90S. Ibid-.
'They (zemindars) were becoming* much more extravagant/'

W. M. Flem ing, Esq. Ib id  1165. Ibid .
“  If we carefully examine the general pursuits and habits of 

the wealthy zemindars, and the manner in which they ave brought 

to* to manage their extensive concerns,'we would assured, be con­

vinced that, very'few amongst them are duly quabhed ior the 

important task imposed upon them by v> *•■*«« hf hereditary .ngh to 

and possessions. Though the British have restored them to their 

original station in .^ulcty, (for under Jailer Khan all the principal 

landholder wore dispossessed of their lands) and established-on a 

Prm and permanent footing their proprietary right in the soil, yet 

they are generally so inattentive and unequal to the efficient dis­

charge of the important functions of their situation, that the 

grosses- abuses are practised with impunity by their confidential 

servants, to (he great detriment of the poor ryots, and the general 

agricultural prosperity of the country.

The Landholders' doeiety is composed of men, who are pos­

sessed. of vast zemindarics in the different districts of .Bengal, but 

if any of them be asked, what is the actual produce of his estates*

( 65 )
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what are the rules for fixing the rent ii* his district, what is the 

assessment of a particular pergunnah, how much. the cultivation 

has progressed or declined, what.is,the moral and intellectual con­

dition of the agriculturists, what is the population of .his zemin- 

dari, how is the Police administration conducted, and, in short, 

what are the internal details of business.in the mofussil, his replies, 

if he can give any without consulting his uubjanta (all knowing) 

Devvn, would betray such a degree of ignorance, as if he had 

never entered Me zetnindari. Accustomed to spend lii.s time i.n 

pampered case, and habituated to indulge in the voluptuous 

enjoyments of'an oriental, all his thoughts are absorbed by the 

single consideration of where he shall find wherewithal to support 

his expensive establishment, and keep up his extravagant style of 

living. Subterfuges and evasions are • resorted to tor the purpose 

of obtaining a remission of Government, demand, -but-no plans are 

devised to improve and augment, the resources of ti e land,

Almost all tjie affairs cl a zemindar arc managed by his 

confidential servants, who taking advantage of their master’s 

ignorance and inattention to business, often rise from a' state of 

poverty to that of affluence, A Gousnstah receiving a salary of 

from 8 to 16 rupees a month, always finds means- by Ids nefarious 

practices te accumulate a fortune after-a.- service of ton or twelve 

years. The ryots, have, seldom access to the liege-lords of the 

soil. They may force nti .intrusion - with petitions,- • but -they are 

dismissed instantly with a refereucr. to' the Biipw intending Oewan, 

who is the only important- personage, -that: disposes of, aider the 

most summary process imaginable,, the cninplaint,-. gf the ry.ots.

He often sits in secret--conclave with the - purse-proud zemindar, and 

concerts means how to obtain an abatement of the sudder jnmma, 

by pleading to Government (his inability to pay it, <ui the score of 

the-decline of cultivation and other frivolous excuses Living at 

a great distance from his zetnindari,' and indi Heron t to what -is 

passing around him, or at the seat of Government, the zemindar 

has seldom: any opportunity of ascertaining, by personal obser­

vations, the actual condition of the ■ poor cultivators of' the' soil, 

and tha, grievances under which they labour. .For information on
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this point, ‘he k  entirely dependent on bis accredited Nails or 

Gumastahs. on the spot, -who, as their ■ interests dictate, often 

deceive their muster by garbled statements. I he one is a perfect 

automato'n, moving1, as be is • moved by, the .otner, a proheienfc 

adept in chicanery, duplicity, 'and fraud, capable of 'mating1 the 

white black and the black white , A zemindar may be virtuous, 

Benevolent, and upright, but what will these good qualities avail, 

it he is wanting in a knowledge of his own affairs, and has 

nd inclination to be engaged in the active pursuits of life. He 

must have studied, human nature to little purpose, who docs 

not know, that the best qualities sometimes remain .as ‘ silent 

unproductive virtues ’ for waiit of cue application nod proper 

exenion. We have heard of---— — Babu, whom the Hindoos 

are almost hpfc to deify fur bis' great virtues, but what monument 

of piety aid he leave behind him, except bis dedicating a few 

temples in Benares to the service of the Hindoo deities and their 

pampered priests, the Brahmins. He was possessed of vast zemin̂  

duties in the several districts of Bengal, but is his name linked 

with any great improvement —*sohd permanent improvement 

that b.t ha'd'introduced iuto Ins estate? Did he raise any work of 

public utility, whereby bis estimable character and venerated 

name would be remembered with thankfulness by posterity f And 

bow can wo account for the deficiency in the character of an 

individual, who is said to have devoted his life to the cause of 

pioty aud virtue 1* Simply by bearing..in mind the both, that his 

good qualities were'never brought into active play, either for want 

of sufficient discernment or 'practical application/' A  2*alive 
Correspondent o f  the Calcutta Courier, M ay 18, 1*1$, quoted

in the F rien d  o f In d ia , May- //, 181$-
a. 'What vretdd n beegbaof early or of late rice give in a year ?—*

T Could not tell without asking 'my servants.” Babu-—--------,

Zemindar of  — -  — Buhwi. The Indigo (bininksion Repot
I860, p. 151.

“ Rent Free Tenures. We have been requested by the writer 

to publish the following letter addressed by him to the Private 

Secretary of the Guvcrnor-General :—* ,
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Thomas Pukenham, Esq.,

Private Secretary to the - Govern or-General.

Sir,—-Tlie subject of this letter will, I trust, plead a sufficient 

excuse in requesting you to do me the favour to lay. the accom­

panying copies of correspondence before, the Bight- Honourable 

the Governor-General for his Lordship’s perusal and retention; 

and should, his Lordship deem the perusal in the least worthy of 

iris attention and consideration, it will afford me unfeigned plea­

sure in laying before his Lordship, in as concise a manner as pos­

sible, the best and surest mode to be adopted in bringing to light 

tire first great exposure of the names of unassessed villages so 

fraudulently kept, out of Lord Cornwallis’s settlement for these 

past thirty years, by the forefathers and others of these very 

Talookdars and Zemindars, who are now, and have been for so rue- 

. time, calling out so loudly and vehemently to the British nation,

through their agent,------- ---- and others, against a violation of

what they- call common justice, and a breach of faith by the 

Supreme Government of India, with the native inhabitants since 

1828. Nothing, -Sir, can be more monstrously absurd than the 

false and most wicked calumnious a,sport ions of these hired vili- 

fiers against the Government of India ; and-for.-such temerity,.I 

trust, the period is not distant when every and all of such uno.s- 

sessed villages will not only be resumed by Government, but to a 

village'will be transferred to more honest men, in which ease; it 

will be necessary to give a permanent nerik, or quantity-of hind • 

per Rupee, throughout. Bengal, -Behar, and Orissa, to the poor 

ryots, who have been beggared to the - veriest degree by tb '.Tong 

and studious oppression of these very Taioolulars and.. Zemindars,- 

particularly since the renewal of tho Ilonourable^Companydsj. Ghat- 

lor iu 1813, anil re-appointment of the Gannongoes in 181,4, in direct 

violation of Lord Cornwallis’s settlement; consequently there can 

be no breach of faith in Government now resuming all and every 

one of such uuassessed villages, and either retaining them under 

their own Collectors, or placing the whole under the direction of 

others; for by so doing, it would not only be an act of justice, but
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the greatest blessing (Government could bestow upon the r-dtiva- 

tors of the soil, independently of the additional Land Revenue 

Government would derive - and such revenue Government has 

been fraudulently, and, for the worst purposes, most surrepti­

tiously deprived. of, for such a lengthened period. Strange it is 

in these times when so much has been said and written lately 

in the daily papers about Land Revenue, Perpetual Settlement, 

Resumptions of Lahhraj and Chur lands,, Ac, I am. not a little 

surprised, that not one amongst the many writers has wimitn one 

word about the grand fraud in Government Land Revenue, viz., 
the unass- vised villages throughout, my , Lord Cornwalljr’s -settle­

ment. I humbly presume' (when well understood) it was granted, 

in a great measure, for the express protection of tire ryots against 

the then Talookdars- and Zemindars, or perhaps more properly 

speaking, designate them the mere Government Tesildars/ ” The 
F rien d  o f  India, A p ril IS, 1838.

“ By a loathsome revolution, which we shall attempt to 

describe, in the following pages, their (real proprietors) places 

have been gradually filled up by adventurers, who desolate the 

land, as hears and tigers are seen to prowl - amid the ruins o.f fair 

marble palaces and scenes once instinct with the healthful life 

and activity of happy multitudes.

The occupation of landed property by evil adventurers, whose 

relations-'to the peasantry are, in principle, destitute of the pro­

tective elements of patriarchality, and in practice, notoriously 

infamous for cruelty, violence, fraud, and every crime.. This viti­

ated and disordered state of the mutual relations between land­

holder and -peasant it is, which is the distinguishing feature of the 

condition of the Indian multitudes. Unutterable are the horrors 

of which it is the parent, for India is a land ol peasant tribes, 

not of manufacturers. The children -of the soil live, wholiy and 

solely, by the fruits of the soil. Whatever destroys agricultural 

efforts, threatens, life, and brutalizes the condition. The character 

of a landholder is, therefore, to the Indian peasant, not a matter 

of curious speculation, but a concernment of life and death— a 

vital condition of comparative - ease and content, or all that life
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glimpses, as wi. can, through this Police Report, o f the character 

ui native landholders. Pif at let us see their ascendency over this 

villainous constabulary, force ‘ Oik Darogah, one Jemadar, and 

two Burkundyy.cs have been removed from the Police during the six.' 

months. The Magistrates of this district (Purneah) and o f  Cham- 
immhhave a difficult task to keep their Police Officers from collu- 

siosi in cases where the Rajahs of---------- -or--- *____ are concern­

ed, as by their influence or money, they try to get the ascendency.
J.he Rajah of ...— ..is tho least troublesome by far of the two;

hut the disputes between 'these two opulent zemindars -have a 

vmy serious effect on tho state of the two districts.’ Here is 

another characteristic sketch with the Superintendent’s opinion 

generally of the whole tribe ol zemindars. Verily, it unfolds a 

most enchanting state of rural society !;. * Subornation of perjury 

is a favourite trick among these respectable native gentlemen, 

who keep the Police obsequiously in their pay. With the zemin­

dars and the Police on cme side, and the peasantry on the other, 

there is likely to be an equal contest indeed. ‘ In the fifth is 

enteiea one case ol coining, which was a false charge got up

by the influence of—  ------ , commonly known by the name

‘ T ~  a:n<* his brother—— against one I), to whom

' the first was deeply indfthtd, and to whom he also owed a grudge 

for not making tip two cases of - illegal imprisonment pending 

, ; before the Magistrate, In both of which the Babu and his brother

were subsequently punished. The person who made the charge, 

been convicted of perjury and punished but the instigators, 

whos'ip Mooktyar' took a prominent part in the proceedings, 

being respectable zemindars, have not been tom lied, and are 

received .amongst their friends just the same as usual. In fact, 

froiri. tho Rajah down to the lowest Talookdar, with very few 

honourable exceptions, no zemindar in the Lower Provinces would 

hesitate at subornation of per jury to procure his own ends, ft 

is one of their modes of attack and defence, to which apparently 

thay‘attach no moral delinquency.’

In the next extract, we 'are expressly told, that the land-
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holders are ‘ engaged and interested in the concealment of crime.'

This is a fact which in India is so well-known and admitted, 

that even the most conscientious zemindar will not boast that fie 

is an exception to the rule. It is sometimes pleaded, that the 

difficult)' of obtaining justice — the delay and inconvenience 

occasioned by the remote situations of the Courts, are so great, 

that he is actually driven to these shifts. But what- are we to 

think of the state of society, when the least vicious of the Zemin­

dars unhesitatingly acknowledge their frequent resort to subor­

nation of the Police and concealment of crime !

‘ Proper information is- not given-in this district of the occur­

rence of crimes of all grades against property. The landholders 

and others are engaged and interested in the concealment of 

them, and the people are.in too great-awe of the-principal-gangs 

to attempt to give notice of such crimes, and thus incur their 

danger; none of the Returns, therefore, either in the 2nd or 

3rd class, are to-be really-depended on;

We wish that there were nothing worse than this. Acts of 

positive oppression, of cruelty, of rapacity, of vast unendurable 

outrage, are committed every day hv the landholders upon the 

luckless labourers on their estates. The annexed extract from 

Mr. Dam pier’s Report shews, in. the strongest colours, the. extent 

of da-ring crime, - to which the had. passions of the zemindars 

strengthened- by a sense of "their immunity -. from all-control by 

the'Policejr—nay, of their protection by that body when in the 

actual commission of crime— hurry on those licentious tyrants.

The ryots, are not very easily moved to acts of open rebellion.

They must have suffered- before they resorted to the violence, 

which is d e s c r ib e d T h e  second class is composed of one dacoity 

and two cases of attack- at night and plunder of property. The 

dacoity was committed by the same party of Keckuks, who 

perpetrated the same offence at — -— — . They were tried for 

both the,- offences- at Da . oa. One of the cases of attack at night 

was of a most serious -nature. A  body, stated at no - less than

<S00 Ferazees, the ryots of one — ..... — , collected together and

attacked his house, plundered it of every thing, and earned' off-
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liw br >< hor-w:—.—— i They were not instigated bv a desire of

. |dm«letv but of w teu g e  for the oppression and exaction-practised 

051 thorn, by this zemindar, and if a tenth part of what they, 

aifcer their conviction, stated to me in a petition extenuating 

their conduct, were true, A am only surprised, that much more 

serious and general disturbance did not occur. X directed the 

^Magistrate fb inquire into the facts alleged, but after the distur­

bance, the pqeple named by the prisoners as witnesses of the 

truth of their Hateuients, declined saving ranch for fear of being 

thought implicated in that- offence. I have no doubt, however, 

of' the genera! truth, of the statements, and the zemindars; appear 

to have donm-everything, that could degrade' these men, their 

religion, and their females. The Magistrate arrested 11.7 on this 

charge,-and made over subsequent to the half-year. 106 for trial 

before the Sessions, of whom 22 were sentenced to seven years' an- 

]vdsonment with labour ;n irons.' In such a tumult at night, it is 

almost impossible to recognize distinctly the parties engaged. 

This outrage shows tire combination existing among this sect:—  

they assembled from -all quarters most suddenly and secretly, and 

after the attack, dispersed in the same manner. The Magistrate 

must keep a. strict watch not only over these people, -but also 

over their zemindars, particularly if Hindoos, as the latter arc 

vtlrv apt to resent the non-payment of these men of pooja ex­

penses, &c., which they consider encouraging idolatry by a very 

gross id-treatment. In, fact, the Ferazees'' consider-the payment 

of rent- at all, especially to an infidel, as opposed to the word of 

God; and where a zemindar cares not for' his ryots, or for any­

thing-'beyond extorting all he can from them by any means, a 

re-act ion oh the part of a fanatical and ill-treated body of men* i/
must be expected. Hi the other case 27 persons- were arrested,

2 released, and 25 awaiting a reference to the Nizainat."

Ignorance is the first symptom to be combated— ignorance 

not in the obscure recesses of village life; but ignorance in high 

places— ignorance not among the poor and the oppressed, whose 

cause we- are now articulately pleading; but ignorance- among 

the rulers of the land, to whom these helpless sufferers turn
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imploringly but b  polessty for redress. If we can, with earned 

oudeavour and affeewmuch toil, clear away but some small portion 

of this vast jungle of ignorance, we shall, lot the cost vvnat it 

may, in due season, reap our reward.’' The Calcutta Review , 
vol. I., p.p. 189-2.17.

“ The wealth of the district of.— — :----may be said to centre

in the---- -— ■— of----~— -— , whose net income is estimated by

the Collector to amount to about £  100,000. The-——------ is
the proprietor of the greater portion of the land in the district, 

and also owns extensive estates in other parts of Bengal. The 

under-tenure holders, such, as, Putnoedars, Dur-putneedars, who 

hold their lands under a perpetual lease and without liability to 

enhancement of rent, are, as a body, far wealthier than their

superior landlords, the zemindars. All the----- -— ~ a  estates are

let out in putnee, and many are again sub-let in dm--putnee, 

se-putnee, and 'chaharam putnee.” Dr. Ifim tcv 's  S tatistica l 
A ccou n t of. Bengal, vol. IV., p.p. G7-08.

A  Correspondent of the Sh alava Sham aehara  of Jaisto 24,

1278, says':— Sir,— "Many of your readers' know very well 

the great audacity and the virtues of the zemindars, speaking 

generally, whose belly is so full of them. Whatever be said in 

their presence, else the people bless them in such a manner, 

that if it were the age of the ancient M unis, and Riskis, groat 

dangers would have befallen them. However to-day I will 

inform your, readers of one great-minded, the words of whoso 

virtues, if hoard, will open the eyes of many zemindars; and 

our mind too will derive much satisfaction,

He is one of the zemindars of-—------- . His name is
Babit-———*— .” The correspondent then gives a somewhat 

long description, which hilly proves the Bahu’s noble mind. IIq 

concludes t h u s " Sir, a zemindar of his stamp is very rare.

The people of the village have, been subdued by his virtues.

Those who have obtained the bestowment of their lives, and are 

still obtaining, are now trying to raise subscriptions for offering 

him a watch. Though it, is a trifling matter to him, yet he wilt 

not refuse it, being- the sign of gratitude of the hearts of ail.

10
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Now we pray, that many zemindars would mutate their humble 

and patriotic brother.”

The Shviava Sham ae'iara  is consecrated not for writing 

amusing tales. One of our chief aims is to do  good to the poor, 

especially to the poor ryots of this country. We know that tins 

undertaking will make us unpopular to the rich, especially to 

the zemindars,‘and that they will not cease to find fault with us. 

Indeed in this world, a friend of the poor is sure to be an oppo­

nent of the great, men. Wc can distinctly and: sincerely say, 

that we are not engaged to attack and abuse the rich, especially 

the zemindars, 'being 'vexed with some one of thorn. Let no 

one think, that some particular person' has- fallen in our poison-sight, 

and that we will not drink water without proclaiming ins fault. 

Our mind is specious like tho field surrounding the Fort William. 

We love all, the king and the subject, the rich and the poor. 

We use severe language when necessary, but on the very sight 

of the zemindar, wo do not say ct murder murder,” nor do wc 

'grumble, and give vent to our anger at the very scent of the 

Government, But if we find fault, how can we, in our senses, 

cbneoal it with' affection. We do not respect any body whoever 

he he, be he king or vizier, B u rn t Led, or' Chain Lat, or JI-anghi 
'Led,'' Whodimr is in fault,' whether he be white or block, rich or 

pobr, our little pen will be like a sharp sword for cutting and 

correcting their faults. I t  is not u n -lru e , th ' l Ike zem indars  
o f  tills cw n ifry  oppress the ryots in  ike cru d est scanner, ivhen; 
ever they fin d  the slightest opportunity. T heir oppressions Have 
been proved  not on ly  in  the Court* 'of JWfuv, but also 'they  
la  tie beer ivritUn in  the blood o f  thousands o f  1  dpless iej dries k 
n o d  orphans. Wc are not men, if our hearts are not moved 

with pit} on hearing the cries of the'poor ryots. We are worth­

less, if we, on heating them, do not endeavour to remove them. Wo. 

will consider ourselves successful, i f  we can, by writing, effect a 

little good of our poor brothers. We will never shrink from 

Undertaking this great work. We will, undaunted, do our. duty,

♦ so long as the Shulava will last." The S im lava 8 harnltch<tra) 
A ssh ia  10,'<179 H eg ira ,
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ft The zemindars,, and their subordinates, under the coyer qf 

obligations, which they had been deprived the power of fulfilling 

uprightly, were soon found to he the perpetrators ov abettors of 

half the crime in Bengal. The Government were left without a 

practical alternative. By the proclamation of December 7th. 

1792 re-enacted by Regulation XII. of 1793, it took the. Police 

of I he country directly ...into its own hunch, and deprived the 

landholders by-law of all the authority, which had been attached 

to them a Officers of the'Stated’ The C q lm tiq  R e v ir v  yol. I^VX, 

p.p. 89-90. , „ f , _

“ The connivance and collusion of thp Police, and the assist- 

an.ee arid - protection. afforded by the Naibbapd Gopaastqhs of the 

remind am enabled the daooits to pursue their nefarious avbca- 

tions/with impunii.y.' Not only the zemiudari Amlah but several 

petty landholders were receivers of stolen property ; and as 'they 

wore' in the habit of melting down gold and silver ornaments 

as soon as. they came .into possession of the same, it "was difficult 

' to identify -the, articles. Several families in— — and other 

villages in . Raj shah i accumulated wealth by receiving stolen pro­

perty,” lb  id., p. 19.

“ The voice of history .is, we believe, with us, Aristocracies 

have been, as a rule, selfish always lending to. maintain a monopoly 

of power and knowledge, and to u it for cbnfrollihg the masses. 

IIo.v long should we have waited ore the polished educated slave­

holders of America, voluntarily renounced their ill-gotten gains 

in human flesh. Even the noblest aristocracy in the world, the 

English, only conceded the Reform Bill, Then they saw the alter­

native was reform or revolution, and that to "delay the concession 

might imperil the existence of their .order, Or select the more 

recent case-—the abolition of serfdom in. Russia. V?hen the policy 

had long been in Russia to filter down to the mass through an 

educated noMe-sw, the nobles wore polished and refined, but what 

was the case of the serfs ?—dhey continued degraded, debased, the 

victims of their .masters’ luxury and profligacy. No stir conse­

quently was made in the stagnancy of Russian aristocratic ■ life, 

until the present. Czar Alexander, the Liberator, as-he is styled
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by his own countrymen, took the matter into his'own hands''by 

initiating-, in spite of the violent hostility of the educated nobles, 

the great and glorious measure of serf-emancipation, • which has 

placed the Russian peasant in a far higher political position than 

that of tho Indian peasant ..They (zemindars) have set them­

selves in deadly array having inscribed on their banners— hosti ­

lity to popular education.” Ib id ,, vol. IL-, p. 109,

“ The zemindars in those days (during the latter part of the 

eighteenth century) were invested by Government, unfortunately 

for the country and people, with Police jurisdiction, but they 

harboured dacoits, sent them on expeditions, “and got one-third of 

the spoil for their share. One o f these worthies used to assemble 

men under the pretence of apprehending' daeoits, and let them 

Joo.se on his own ryots. Another, when any of his /eirdndaries 

pras put to sale, ordered the Ghim rs to plunder those inclined to 

purchase ; whenever he failed in lawsuit, he made the ryots pay 

the costs, sometimes amounting to Ks, -1,000/' Ib id ,, p. 113.

“ I have invariably found tho zemindars of Bengal, as a class, 

hostile to any movement, which would secure either knowledge, 

freedom of thought, or freedom of action for the ryots,” Ret?, 
Jam es Long. The Indigo Commission- R ep ort, I860, p. 159,

W ho is Greater, Zem indar or I d t  Sakeb.

*:No one, on observing the habits of the zemindars of our 

country, can think, that I d t  BaJteb is greater than they. Their 

pomp of bathing, wearing cloths, and sleeping, is of the zoimndari 

manner, vvjiich even, his forefathers never; saw. When the ser­

vants-smear them with oil, their neighbours-come to the know­

ledge of it; they are so shameless, that it is not proper for any 

gentleman to stand by them at that time. No one can supply 

them with thin pJptbs, unless be gets orders beforehand. A t  the 

time, of wearing tho cloth, such outrages are committed-,' that the 

servants cannot tuck the lower garment, unless they run behind 

them with it in tlipir bauds for four miles. Making provisions 

for meal is only for sleeping. The more they pant with their body, 

-which has grown as huge with milk, and clarified butter as the: 

heap, of earth, the more they derive pleasure. The more the



belly-grows' large, the 'isuger urc the pillows made. When a, 

zemindar snorts after laying his huge body upon the huge pillow, 

the li o u tot tors' with the horrible noise.”

Then the editor maintains the great superiority of the Gov­

ernor-U .-li oral over the zemindars, and advises them to imitate 

lus noble virtues,' and to do their duty towards their tenants. He 

concludes thus:— “ I)u not neglect, your own interest in thoughts 

of smearing Oil, Wearing .thin cloths, and enlarging the belly; 

let not your object bo the tears of the poor ryots. The Shulctva 
Skamachara, R on e 4> l '*79 Hegira.

With, the permission of our readers,, we quote again the 

following lines from the F rien d  o f  In d ia , A n g n d  J4, lo'/o: 
h Woo, especially to the peasantry of large'absentee zemindars, 

who are killing themselves. by debauchery in Calcutta* as the 

native papers' so ' often lament, while their unjust stewards lord 

it over the' tenantry; and there is no human car, that will hear 

the cry of the poor.”

“ Surely it cannot be the interest of Government to confer 

legality vipon all the wild, waste, and spendthrift acts of a de­

bauched proprietor, or to give such additional encouragement to 

his vice and ‘extravagance, and supevaded facilities to effect Ids 

own ruin and that of his family, by removing every obstacle to 

his obtaining large loans.” C. W. Smith, Esq, Papers ‘R eg a n ),■- 

in g  the C on sequ ence to Under-tenured o f  the Sale o f  a n  Estate 
| f o r  Amca/rs ( f  R evem e,

“ A  remarkable pamphlet on the relation between .the aemin- 

dar and the ryot has come to our hands. It is entitled ‘ Kemindrr 

and ryot,’ and is the -substance of a speech delivered before' the 

National Society by Balm N il t omul Mookerjee. The anther 

is a member of the Jorasanko Tagore' family, - an enlightened man 

himself, who has spent some years in studying flic zermndari 

system as it exists in the mofussil. More than 'half the value of 

the book is derived from the air of’ dispassionateness, which 

characterizes it. Though a zemindar himself, he'- has none, of 

that partisanship, which makes the ryot a scapegoat of all the 

calamities that befall -Bengal, lie had adjudged the relative
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blame find dofmieuoies of both the parties, and we arc glad to 
gay, he has accomplished his task honestly and fearlessly. At the 
projioi.it moment, when the Pubui riots are still fresh in our mind, 
it may be well to take a .glimpse of the actual zemindar! system 
in that district.

The • first part oi the pamphlet laments the degeneracy of 
the present •generation of zemindars. It will be. remembered, 
when we speak of degenerate zemindars, that we do not refer to
fill of that class.. Far from it...With these I'emarks we think
it'safe to follow our author. * It is high time/ says he, ‘ that the 
zemindars should shako off their indolence, and introduce into 
their estates such improvements in agriculture, as the progress 
of society, makes eminently necessary. As at present seems, 
most of the .'.zemindars are indolent; they do not like the trouble 
to enquire .into their concerns, but. entrust their whole affairs into 
the hands of agents, as ignorant as, if not more tyranical than, 
.themselves/ The great curse of the present system, as we gather 
from the pamphlet, is ignorance; and from it proceed those evils 
of absentee landlordism, which have brought disgrace on the 
system itself. Baku Nil Comul is expressively eloquent, when 
lie:■ exhorts his brethren to remove this disgrace. It .is evident 
that their intelligence is not sufficient to induce them to study 
the daws of Government; hence it is that they rely for every-r 
thing on their agents, whose tyranical disposition they altogether 
overlook, money being their sole object. These, agents/ says 
the ••author, throw the ryots into such unbearable troubles as 
melt even the .most, stonc-hoartod. It is impossible, to calculate fhe 
stratagems, which they employ to oppress the ryots; Who does"not 
know, that a ryot’s trees and fruits, &e., are not safe.against -the ava­
rice -of tyranical landlords and their .men ? Those zemindars who 
ilp personally inspect their 'estates, look only to the return of their 
income, and never turn their eyes to the improvement of the 
ryots or then* country. Another groat curse to the ryot is the 
avarice, of the Mahajans, from whom ho borrows money. Those 
men supply money at rates ol interest, w hiob vtuy ft our to
dO per cent./ and sometimes more, The author says Unit those



rapacious men ought to be--at once' divested of fchoir fangs, ami 
thezemindars should do the. duty of the Mahajan, only with 
greater mercy. We believe the author -is right ; only w e dear 
lest it supplies another illustration of the proverb-—hroin the 
frying pan to the fire. It is, indeed, extremely desirable, that 
this benevolent function should be taken up by ,tin- zemindars. 
But the time, when this consummation will take place, is yet 
distant,when wo look to- the.' formidable list of illegal cesses

I d escribed by. the author, which they extort from ■ the ryots.” The 
Indian Mirror, August 9, 1873.

It is needless to tell our readers, that Bahu Nil Oomul 
Mocker joe is a most honourable exception to the rule.

The Bengal Villages and the Underlings of the Zemindars. 
Having placed before our readers the picture of the zemin­

dar, we now -proceed to give them one of his agents, We have 
already said/that those only who aro devoid of sense and con­
science, and; have no fear of God in heaven, or of man in this 
world, to brand them with infamy, accept services under hint. 
Almost, all of them -are trained not in schools, but in patskalas. 
We doubt, very much, whether they ever touch a. single book on 
literature, and they have not the power to do so. Their education 
consists only of reading and writing pottaks, kabuleuis, receipts, and 
letters, on subjects familiar to -them. Such is the education and 
training of the men, who really rule the destinies' of the vast 
millions of Bengal, Bohar, and Orissa. And mean as is their

i educa.tionp.si) also is -their remuneration :• even the menial servants 
of the Government, Offices are better paid than our village lord-* 
lings. It seems from a close observation of their conduct towards 
the poor cultivators, that Ood forgot to implant in their hearts 
the sense of virtue, kinduess, and other noble attributes of human 
nature, when He created them. It is impossible to calculate 
all the stratagems, which they employ to squeeze the life-blood 
out of the ryot. Our ' village-tyrant,' the Gomastah, knows very 
well, that.it is Impossible for a poor and simple ryot to make a 
bold stand against his demands, however unjust and extravagant



tliey are, when lji 1ms nr. his back the village headman, 'whom 
it ns almost alvvay.s his wise-policy to propitiate. by giving-, him a 
Hitle share in his plunder. If. the ryot is foolish enough to refuse 
them, he is sure to. get a-sound beating,.: and to see his rice cut, 
or his house plundered. If he again dares resist him, our lord- 
ling, as if to.give a. finishing stroke of his inhumanity, brings a 
charge ol theft against him in the Policy!' With a command of 
formidable power over the unfortunate tenantry, arid the village 
chowkeedar at his heels,■ it is not difficult for him to prove it. 
He drags a few of them to his Cutehery in order to suborn them 
in support of the charge he has brought against bis victim. Who 
dares speak a single word '.unpleasant to the man of dignity? If 
any one does, he is also made to feci the consequences of his 
rashness. In this way he not unoffcen succeeds in putting him into 
jail. Bucli is the punishment,gvhich an ordinary peasant meets 
at the hands' of his zemindar’s underlings whenever he refuses 
their det-nands. We will give a few illustrations on this head. 
A. poor ryot has incurred the displeasure of the- Gomastah, and 
he is fined live rupees. If he evades the payment, which he 
seldom does, the man of dignity resorts to ingenious, tricks. 
The poor fellow .comes to pay his rent, say. ton rupees, 
due by him to his zemindar. The Gomastah first -takes it, 
and gives a receipt of only five rupees, crediting the re­
mainder in the fine books of the Cutehery. The ryot asks ■ for 
a-receipt of ton rupees, but is reminded of. disobeying his orders 
by not paying the fine of five rupees imposed on him in such a 
month. He is quite at a-loss. what.to do. Hi; has no influential 
man in his back to strongly demand the receipt of ten rupees 
so he shapes his course in- the. humblest way possible, lie, with 
his Gamcha ( scarf) thrown round his nock, 'and with folded 
hands, implores his lord in the- rnosfglorious termsthat hois 
the incarnation of justice, that he is- his ma hap. that he. can kill 
or save him at his pleasure, and so forth. But who hears him ? 
When .the poor fellow learns to. his- great misfortune, $at; it is 
impossible'for him to make straight his wry mouth, he returns 
home highly dissatisfied cursing his lot and. the Gomastah, Such
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0;c way in which the innumerable- illegal ecssos are exacted, ami, 
i» .course, of time, the . ryots have been accustomed to look upon, 
them as legal rights of the zemindar arid bis anderlings. How­
ever there are two or three respectable ryot a almost ijp.. fwoiy 
village, who are g-encraily know a by the n,ame of yillagc,ra wnduh, 
whom, as w e have alreadysaid, it is the., wise policy of the pCr. 
mas.tah to propitiate in order to back, him in earning on. his 
exactions. If,. at an evil .moment, a dispute arises between, 
these men and the Qpmas.kdr, it p thought unwise to. punish 
them in the ordinary way. Forged document̂  too ingeniously 
got up to be detected are often resorted to as means for making 
them feel the consequences of quarrelling with him. He begins 
to instigate, his master, that the ryots have /combined noty to 
pay rents, that it is impossibled;o cqllpet thoiii so loog as these 
headmen lead the combination, and that there is no. p the? means 
of punishing them than that of forging documents, The zemin­
dar, who almost always places implicit confidence ..in his worthy 
agent, and is too ignorant and Ipxprions to take the trouble of 
enquiring' into the- real state pi. things,.gives- }>|?;.con̂ nt,,an<l th■> 
fate of the -men is sealed : certain ruin is to befall them at .no 
distant fufura. And. if he is virtuous enough to slu-infc from 
giving his consent to such a forgery, suits upon suits for arrears, 
r f rent. arc unnecessarily instituted against them in tiro pouris 
dfi:Justice; the,real. object pf which is not so much tov.rcpli;#? the 
rents, as to- ruin -them; by- the expenses of litigation. Four 
cultivators 1 what great sin you- po.tnpitted in your, %rae.r birfcbi?, 
as to deserve such punishments rd the hands of the zemindars and 
their .agents. We shall try our best: to. .plipp.m befpre pur. yeo.dfccs 
improper place the h; numerable pretexts resorted to by .pur village- 
tyrants in- order to enrich; themselves- and .their masters. We. 
must here-admit, that there are a few noble ...exceptions*. We peed 
cut make auv further - remarks•; we have only to quote t}p“d;ol* 
lowing .passages'.in support of thorn. :

4i To one who has nay or. been, :o.ut cd‘ to.w.iy, the. prospecs.of 
the open country must he striking apd ..pleasant. We Jo n:ot see 
here the undulating hills-hud vulosy the green posture-dands with

H
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sheep and' feme grazing on them, and the beautiful hedge-rows 
and clusters of cheerful-looking cottages strewn about ..Ik re and 
thferd, that greet the eye of the traveller in England; hut in their 
stead, we ^eiyon both sides of the main road, extensive paddy 
fields spreading their sea-like expanse as far as the eye can reach, 
with waving corn shining under the golden tints of the morning 
Indian sun—the 'scene being hardly checkered by a single tree dr 
3iut. Far off the view is bounded by a line of thick vegetation 
sitid tangled woods and trees of various kinds Covered with luxu­
riant foliage. Concealed in the thick shade of this Beautiful 
grden eaiiopy of nature, our poor and simple villagers have their 
clusters of neat though humble dwelling houses. Let ofs then 
leaVe the main road; we cross a number of paddy fields, and in 
about half hn hour reach one of the shady villages. It is im­
possible to describe the calmness and tranquility, that reign in 
this rural scene. The thick canopy of branches and leaves ward off 
the rays and heat of the stm ; solitary foot-paths meander among 
clusters of neat and low-built villages p and here and there a 
stagnant pool covered with green plants, or full of Beautiful 
lotuses proudly lifting up their heads, attract the attention -of the 
visitor. The only sound audible is the -continual rustling of the 
leaves, and the no less continual voices of birds of various kinds 
and of rich plumage issuing from hush and tree like the Hood 

. of cheerful music, A spot so secluded seems devoted to peace 
anel rural happinessalas l i t  is the hotbed of oppression and 
the home of poverty and suffering.

We cannot help reflecting with'pain, that the little interest, 
which cm zemindars take in the country, has not only prevented 
file improvement of the condition of our villagers, but has 
also deprived the mass of the people of that privilege of re­
presentation, which Is, to a certain extent, enjoyed by the educa­
ted classes. The village patBftala& mid the village municipalities 
will, we feed confident, help our villagers to resist the extortions 
of the village-tyrimts-lhe Gounurtah and the tax-gatherer. None, 
who has not no intimate acquaintance with villages, is sufficiently 
aware of the extent to which the tax-gatherer, when he has oppor-



tunity as well as the zemindar, or rather hif underlings, carry on 
oppression and extortion among the villagers. The Gomastah 
is a lord ling in the villages from which he collects rents, and rules 
his kingdom with an iron sceptre. Employed by his master,
.the zemiudar, to collect rent from the villagers, he would ill-dis­
charge his duties, if he had any degree of kindness or mitnaaity 
in his nature ; and be it said to his credit that, an efficient officer 
that he .is, he does not entertain any such weakuess in his heart: 
ns a rule, he succeeds in collecting a great deal more than he 
is required- to do—-the surplus he, of course, considers as a legi­
timate reward for his.efficiency. It almost exceeds the power of 
arithmetic to enumerate the ways in which a Gomastah receives 
his perquisites. Is a villager guilty of any offence or indiscretion?
He must be taken to the Thanah, unless he pays something to 
the Gomastah. Is a market to be held in the village ? Each 
shop-keeper must pay something to the Gomastah. lie ruse to 
comply with these modest demands of the man of power and 
dignity, and you got a sound beating, and there is brought a 
charge of theft against you in the Police? For our worthy 
Gomastah, be it remembered, is not an unfrequent visitor of the 
C ourts, and is perfectly aware oi their inns and outs. He 
knows the Courts too well to appear himself as the prosecutor or 
the plaintiff; in most -cases a third party is instigated by the 
Gomastah to bring a complaint against the mao, who may have 
incurred his displeasure,-- arid a Gomastajris. instigation is often 
tantamount to compulsion; and few are aware of what a large 
proportion of the criminal cases, that come to our Courts, are got 
up by the instigation of our worthy Gomastah. And yet it is 
only in extreme cases, that he proceeds to Court. Generally speak­
ing, to drag the villager to the Comas (ah’s house or Cutchery, 
and to beat him or confine him till ha complies with the Gomas- 
tah’s orders, are the means adopted by him; arid this practice is 
go common, that the villagers, in course of time, have come to 
consider, that the Gomastah, in doing so, only exercises his legal 
right. Nor can we quite exculpate the zemindar bom ail blame.
He sometimes practises the sispnc things in his own vicinity, vd

S ( S3 ) ;.̂ L
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generally connive* at the doirigs of his Gomastah; in fact;'it is 
hî  interest to’do so,' because the more tho'Gomastah is dreaded, 
the more certain will he the due payment of reftfs by the villa- 
gets. Poor cuitiVafors !' ' Wh'o will save you front the tyranny 
or fhc ■ zemindars Gomastah ? Who will bring to light the 
thousand ana" one h ays, in. which you are robbed to enrich the 
(Jprnastah '{ We need ftbt go into the extortions of the tax- 
g.ttheret. We may lay-it down as a, i ulb, that a, direct tax is seldom 
levied from flic Village'S of Bengal without 'almost necessitating 
cruel f xtoitioiis.” The lieAyal MagdSvne, JNb. 4 p. 150.

. “ The zemindar beeps a Kaib at the same pay that ho ogives 
to a gate-keeper; the Gorn as tab’s pay is somewhat less than that 
of a "menial", servant. They support themselves by resorting to 
illegal ceases.” . The Bmigd DtCrsancc, quoted in Baba R&mesh 
GJmnder 1Butts Pc'dsdhtry of Bengal,

“"The zemindars keep IN nib and Gomastab, but they do not 
enquire into' their character. They can appoint any man on 
security. But In too n/auy cases, their name is stained owing to 
their fault.'" Tliey, thinking th'enis'clve.4 zemindar’s men, exercise 
great authority, and,' therefore, never shrink, in the least 
degree, from' relinquishing their' sense of virtue. Any one. who 
speaks against their opinion, incurs their enmity.' If incurred, 
there is no rescue. The Naib and the Gomastah begin to make 
the, zemindarb ear heavy (to instigate him; against such a man.
The zemindar placing implicit confidence in his Amiahs’ words 
gets angry without any consideration at all. If lie gets angry, 
complete ruin is sure to befall him. Hero the man, who has 
incurred the' zemindar’s displeasure, is always anxious, on what day 
what danger will befall him. They no more take his rent. The 
adversary is entreating them to receive it. Who hears him ?
There will bo arrears of rent. The Gomastab informs the zemin­
dar, that such a man is not paying rent. There is no other means 
than that of instituting suits for recovering' it. The zemindar, 
who ..knows nothing, of course, gives his consent to the proposal.
Thus - the ryot is ruined by suits for arrears of rent, and by other 
oppressions. We know several instances, in which the ryots, on
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„ refusal of the Gdpiasfah to receive their rents, wHii/t.; the zoiuiii- 
dar's house to pay thorn. but did not succeed At that time he 
ought to have considered that, when the ryots came I his House
to pay their rents, Iris Ain lahs must have been in Jan in i herohmv
in such cases, if the zemindars write their Anihihsto receiveWots, 
and enquire inth them, they may blot out .a part o! their stein.
The reason, of using- the word ' stain’ is, that there are very tew 
unstained zemindars in Banzai/’ '-A Goryep/xGulsnl of the .jW.um-
fion GemMle, (JhmtM f?*, 118%' He<i> >■«,

Shomeprofoxsh advises the zemindars to-reform their ofti-ocrs 
arid introduefe fneii'of principle and education to manage then' 
affairs. ' Most:of the men they hav-e •- now are harpues devoid ot 
sense and conscience. It is a- pretext' to'sav, that educated ltu'-n 
do not understand zemindari business. If they -have- proved 
efficient Deputf Magistrates and Deputy Collectors, Munsiffs and 
Snbyjudgos, surety they will, also be good, zernmdari tnfuiagors.'
Most .zemindars far from visiting their zeniindanes, do not know 
even what number of ryots they have, their condition, and circum­
stances ’ ” The Hindoo Pcihnot, December 18,1876'.

“ These agents/' says/ Babu Nil (domuh Mooki rjec; “ throw 
the ryots info such unbearable troubles as melt'even the most 
stone-hearted. It is impossible to'calculate the stratagems, - which
they, employ to oppress’ t he ryots.”

--- --------- •
T.!u‘ DeGiivfiun of E r f l o o .

" n Mr.- A.dam''appoiufpdrby Lord William Bentinck in 18**15, as 
Government"' Commissions, to -conduct enquiries into the state 
of native' educat'imf, thus ■■■ impressively' sums up the results of 
his enquiries at Natcvr it/the district of Itajaji& hi11 in conclu ­
sions to •which I bavtiebme on the state of ignorance both of 
the male and tbnmfe, the adult and the juvenile population of 
this' district, require only to be distinctly apprehended in order to 
impress the..mi ad -with their, ’importance. No declamation is 
required for that purpose. We cannot, however, expect that the 

I* reading of the report should convoy’ the impressions, which we 
have received ifoh>. daily witnessing the morn animal life to which

i



( n y
V ;c^ ' ( m )

'
ignorance consigns its: victims, unconscious of any wants ..or en joy- 
.rneniss beyond those, which they participate with.the beasts of the 
fields, unconscious of any ' of the higher purposes for which 
existence has been bestowed—society lias been constituted- and 
government is exercised. We are not acquainted with any facts, 
which, permit us to suppose, that, in any other country subject to 
au enlightened Government, and brought into direct and imme­
diate contact with European civilization, in an equal population, 
there Is an equal amount of ignorance with that, which has been 
saevvn to exist in this district/ And Rajshalii was not a back­
ward or an exceptionally illiterate district. It was and. is occupied 
by an industrious and intelligent population ; it boasts of several 
influential Rajahs and large zemindars, and is .the seat of an exten­
sive trade, jit-silk and. cereals.

The Ivajshahi of Mi. Adam is only an average specimen of 
all the districts, of Bengal, Similar,enquiries, in the other locali­
ties selected by him iud to nearly similar results exhibiting a vast 
and nearly illimitable intellectual waste/' The Calcutta ‘̂ Review 
vol. LVI., p. 112.

Mr. Arbuthuot, .Director of Public Instruction at Madras, 
states on this s u b j e c t ‘ I cannot but .think it, therefore, almost 
certain, that thq .only result of a system, which educates a few 
highly and leaves the rest of the population without any elemen­
tal y instruction, is to render all the superior acquirements of that 
few made moreover at an enormous cost to the State, barren and 
fruitless, as to any general influence upon society/' Ibid., vol. 
XXX, p. 5.

Jn spirited language, indophilus, referring to the Sepoy 
outbreak, thus remarks :-~~f What decisive evidence nave we.in all 
tm,'; of the slow progress, that has been made during a whole 
half century, m enlightening and elevating the sunken masses of 
t he people. V ith what resistless iorce ought tjie cry of f educate, 
educatê  and. educate them, diffuse amongst them the seedf? of 
high inteiiigence and moral virtue’—to bring in the ears of our 
rulers and all the real lovers of India’s welfare! A profoundly 
ignorant people, like the ocean in a calm, may proudly bear upon
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its bosom the vessel of State; hut like the ocean in a storm, tho 
same people moved by some sudden gust or hurricane of senseless 

delusion may, in blindfold fury, dash tho noble ■ vessel to pieces, 
amid the surging billows, that strew themselves along with if, 
lik e  shattered wrecks upon the-;shore Ibid., p. 0.

“ Indeed the -ryots are universally - uneducated.- and ignorant; 
and in an extreme degree susceptible-to the. influence of authority. 
The relation between them and: the zemindar is eminently feudal 
in its character. He is their superior lord, and rhey are his 
subjects (ryots) both-by habit and* by fooling.” Ibid,, vol. L.1 X.,

■ p. 199.

Th.e -EirilBjfeotrof. iMEdmaMonal Dcd^atirm.
“ In 1851' a school was established at No tor by the Deputy 

Magistrate of that Sub-division. It was afterwards amalgamated 
with Prasan.ua- Nath Academy,-which was inaugurated on -the,24th 
January 1852. Thebe' was a large gathering of the European : nd 
native’ gentry of the district on the occasion, Tin)- Deputy 
Magistrate having been voted to the-chair.rose and said Gen­
tlemen, 1 thank yon for the honor you, have done me in .voting 
me to the chair, and- though I could wish you had selected an 
abler person to fill it,, yet I .must, not shrink from the duty you 
have imposed on me. I welcome you, gentlemen, a right-hearty 
welcome to this hall, in the name of the enlightened proprietor 
of the institution, whose inauguration we are assembled to celebrate, 
in the name of the pupils, who have this day been admitted here, 
and in the name of the great cause of education. I conceive it is 
the duty of every person interested in the welfare:of the country, 
especially of every native, to 'endeavour hie best-to promote that 
cause. The happiness and-prosperity of. the people.are intimate­
ly connected with it. I do not pretend to believe, that education 
•is the panacea for alt the evils with which they are afflicted, for the 
disease:of India is a complicated, disease, and requires both moral 
and physical remedies. I know also, -that climate and centuries 
of Mahomed an oppression have largely contributed to produce 
her degradation, but I am strongly, persuaded, that ignorance ,aud
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suyi'Oisti-taon haw had more‘ to do -with it thau tw*ything tlso.
Why 'im  it, that the - pe.o-pl.e- arc oppressed-' hy the zemindars., 
fleeced hy the mabajana, ami victimised by the Police; Why. 
does the appearance of a ehapms: frighten, the whole .village, - ami 
enable its holder to extort money.-with impunity  ̂• Why is the 
Thauah Burkundafc..so-.much dreaded in the. mofussif, that when he 
Is deputed to investigate a- death by- - snake-bite or drowning-, iris 
threat to- report it as murder and -chaUan then villagers, to the' 
imsnr as implicated in its commission .and concealment,- elicits n 
bribe; from them. Why but because the people are ignorant.-of 
their rights. Teach them their rights, and they will assert them 
manfully. Give 'them knowledge, and they will realise, the Baco­
nian aphorism. Educate them and they .will e.cafcu to be oppressed 
and trampled downl” The '■ (Mloaita ■ Review, ■ vol. LVL, p. dm
b - v  ’ w h ' . ' - d  d h  : ’ f- < : — -— : • ’ . 'i f.  y ;* ‘ i -■ - \

Thk NeMssilo <f Tmptwfitiff Edtimtim the Mom o f the Be&ple,
: The.odiiea.tum-.of the mass of the people is one of five most 

important subjects, that cart over engage the attention- of a-ruler, 
who has really the good o.i the country in his heart. On their 
education depends the scientific and inrpfored agriculture, on im­
proved asu'ioidture depends - the improved commerce, and cm ini- 
proved'com norite- the prosperity of’.a country.. But a las'! hot- 
wiihstanding this --supreme importance of the education, of tM 
people, our- rulers scorn tef have never &fem:>uily taken it into- ■-their 
consideration.- More than hundred years passed away, and 
nothing whatever m as done,' It is no exaggoratioir to say, that 
wtich of the oppressions and the horrible Outrages perpetrated 
by the zemindars, their underlings, ami the myrmidons of the 
Bo lice, nias be-laid at the door of ignorance', in which: the people 
have hitherto; been kept. ,At last Hir George (dunpfedll, one of 
the few-mlerhl who1 -had really the -good of the ontihtiy :u homo 
st.oppod in to their aid, ami provided-a;grant of three-or tour 
lakhs of rupees a year for their education. Though wo are really 
grateful to Mis Honor-for the benefit, which he has thereby con­
ferred upon them, yet wU can hot help thinking, that if is almost 
uofluttfr, when we seriously compare it with the • 66 - millions



minus the' up jot V i thousand: that it is a drop to '-the ocean- 
that it has reached only one out of twenty or twenty-five villages.
The aid of two" to three.rupees granted to each natkhala, with two - 
or three more paid by the pupils, .is too small'to attract mod. who 
are really worthy of the name of’ teachers, while the odu'eaiidu 
imparted to thpm does not at all deserve its name, and is little 
bo-iter than what was imparted to’’our forefathers,' Thus our 
rulers may justly be charged with having done a very" little for - 
the education arid moral*training of the vast milliony for whose 
happiness and well-being they pretend Id be in India at all, Wp; , '
therefore, in the name of God and of the va&t millions', whOlb ha 
has placed under their care and projection, humbly reqttesi them 
to take effectual/measures for their education worthy of its name,
We here mean ' by education worthy ' of 1% name; ■ tUA 
Government; should establish vernacular schools, which should 
reach the peo.ple : that it should'teach them literature, history; 
geography, arithmetic, and agriculture, '

“ to" render education productive of all the utility, that may 
be derived from it, the poor ought, in'addition to' the elementary • 
instruction' now communicated to them, to be made dcquMhfld 
with the duties enjohmd hygnorality and with the' circumstances; 
which occasion that degradation of ranks' and inequality,OffortimĈ  
that usually exist. And they should, above all, be impressed from 
their earliest years with a conviction of the important and un­
doubted truth, that they are really the arbiters of their own for­
tune—that what others can do for them is but as the dust of the 
balance compared with what they can do for themselves----and' that 
the most tolerant and liberal Government, and the best institutions 
cannot possibly shield them from poverty and degradation ivith - 
out the exercise of a proper degree of prudence, fore~tSoUght; 
frugality, and good conduct on their part. That the ultifriaid 
effect of such a system of education would be most advantageous,1' 
there can be .eg doubt; though it would, be unreasonable io expect,' 
that it should produce, any very immediate effect on the habits" of 
the multitude. If, however, there is but little’robin' for" the for-’ 
nmtibn of sanguine hopes' of early improvement, flmrc is none. for
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despoadeBpy- The harvest of sound educat ion may be late, but 
in the end it will be most luxuriant, and will amply reward the 
patriotic effort' of those, who ,arc not discouraged in their attempts 
to make education embrace objects .of real, utility by the difficul­
ties j  may expect .to micounter at the commencement and 
during the progress of their labours.

J&r, Sunmor Inis excellently observed, in reference to the 
: diffusion- of education, that ’ of all obstacles to improvement, 

Ignorance is the most formidable, because the only secret of assist­
ing; the poor is to make,them agents in bettering their own con­
dition, and to. supply them not with a temporary stimulus, but 
■with, a. permanent energy. As fast as the standard, of intolbgence 
is raised,.the poop become more and more able to co-operate m 
any plan, .proposed for their advantage, more likely to listen |o any 
roasouttblo suggestion, more able to. understand .and. therefore, 
more willing to pursue, it. Iteuyc it follows, that when gross 
ignorance is once removed, and right principles are introduced, a 
great advantage has been. already gained against ŝ md id poverty.
M aiiy avenues-to an improved condition are opened to one whoso 
faculties are enlarged and exercised) he sees his own interest 
marts, clearly, he. pursues it more steadily,, be does not study :mmp. 
diafo.gratification a?' the expense of bitter and late repentance, 
pr mortgage' the .abour of his future life,without an adequate 
return, Indigence, therefore, will rarely be found in company 
with good odu-otUion’,' M CiUioch Pvj/nci]i>i&$ \ot Eoltticul Eco-
nm ny, PrEy.SC1Q— 61. . I( {, )-

. Lot no one think, that in advocating the cause ofeducation 
of the vast millions, wo deprecate the noble efforts,: which pur 
rulers have all along been making to impart high education to the 
upper and middle classes. Indeed, wo shall bo very sorry to see 
them, abolish u college or high school, Hero w; cannot-help 
making a lew observations- Thousands of young men, who come 
out yearly from our colleges and schools, are growing very dis­
contented for not being able to gain a decent livelihood, which 
they had all along- cherished in their minds. Their discontent has 
increased so much of late years, that it is not uncommon to hear
V m • " 5 ’ * 1 ** ' « d ' *
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our' speakers os -.veil m mgh Hov •rnrhent Officers add res* them 
in piibffi- meetings insisting upon them the necessity ot having 
recourse' to agriculture as one of the best means tor gaining * 
docent, livelihood,' But have they ever succeeded in the least 
degree in their" attempts to ptirsuadfr them to listen to,their 
advice"? Oertfriiity not. And'the reason ii hot for-to- seek. One 
of the greatest objections to their having; recourse to agriculture, is 
the4'exorbitant rate of laud-tent, which the zemindars are wanting- 
from the cultivators. They see with them eyes wide open, that 
this exorbitant land-rent h&a handed over the vast. millions to the 
tender moioio? of the ttfbVy-leudors, and reduced thorn totextpme 
poverty s <id wreteherlneks. The; average income of a ryot is fixed 
by the 1 'ghost authorities at sixty rupees per arrmiin, with which 
he supports’' himself, his wifey and three ohihfreh. and lor wnicli. 
he is forced to laboui hard from morning to smiset; Perhaps the..

I best proof of small profits from the cultivation of land is the 
proverb, that ‘ the Banians do not cultivate land calculating- it?- 
expenses and profn,s.! And this is ve ry true. The speakers may 
for a time impress the minds of their audience with the impor­
tance of ago culture, but as soon as they come out of the le-.v.mv- 
hails, and semmsh think of having recourse to A the mibcwble 
condition of the ryots frightens, them from a distance, and they 
shrink back from it. We do ’ not think that any educated young 
man ever seriously thinks of cultivating the Jana at all. The 
English education has certainly freed his mind from the trammels', 
of superstition, which engrossed the. minds of his forefathers.
He does not think the cultivation of land beneath his dignity, 
nay, he looks upon it as an honourable profession. But the 
wretched condition of the ryot stands in his way as the insur­
mountable barrier of his having recourse to it. It is absurd to 
think, that he will condescend to drudge from sfimfee to ftnasot for 
the paltry sum of sixty rupees per annum. We do not hereby mean 
to say that agriculture is a meat? profession. Far Irofn it. Vv-o 
are here only giving the reasons, whfrb act powerfully upon the 
minds of our educated young men, Whenever they seriously think
of driving the plough with their own Imudn, Of""of" supemitencUitg-

'



the cultivation of their hinds. We fine ! v believe that if the 
condition of the ryots were like that of the peasant proprietors 
of -Europe, they would little care, ibr a clerkship of fifteen or 
twenty .rapees-per.fQOBseia, and would gladly cultivate lands for 
gaming a decent livelihood; and what is. far no ore important, 
agriculture: would' improve. The .noble efforts of our Govemraeni 
to educate the,.mass of people will never, be. attended with 
complete success, unless their condition is first improved. They 
do not .send their sons to schools, not .that, they are unwilling 
to give them proppr .education, but that they.cannot afford to pay 
for it. In their present miserable: circumstances, they would 
gladly-prefer then little. pasisfance rendered them by their little 
children, howevey,detrimental it may he to , their future prospects, 
to sending them to pafcshalas or schools. For present want knows 
no futurity. ; Therefore if our rulers are really anxious for the.pros- 
parity of: the qountrjv.r-for .bettering, the condition of the people, 
giving them gooci education, and removing the. growing discontent 
•of:,thousands of.educated young men, who,conic out yearly from 
our schools. .ai|d collogvs--let them reduce the laud-tax by roc-t­
ing out the zenundari system,, the greatest obstacle, that stands' 
i-o, its way. All other:, measures -will prove .abortive, in support 
of., the remarks we. have made, we quote the following lines from 
the Advii'nistmti'ffi Report of Bengal, 1876 77, p, $40 : —

11 In th o. whole nu ruber of schools aided from the primary fund, 
there are above $$^000 pupils, of whom it is cstimu ed that two- 
thirds 01-235,000 ,are in the lowest stage of instruction . 110.000 
are able to read,-,.write, and understand, easy sentences hut of 
a book,, while at . least 3,000 have reached a higher stage than 
this,-;; , ’y

In the indigenous schools, existing all over the country, upon 
which .the wystepr intxoducqd in 1872 by Sir George Campbell 
was founded., instruction of an almost, fixed and constant type 
iuvd for- generations been, imparted- If was not. a liberal, but a 
special and' technical education.,; indeed, it was not education at 
all id- tire, proper sepse o f , the word, but rather instruction in some 
of the most necessary arts, of life,’” r
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The Ryots are Unable to Prole ,l Their- 'Rights Through The 
. Courts of Justice.;

There arc several caas.es of the inability of the ryot to protect 
his lights through the Courts of Justice. The first • cause is 'his 
ignorance, the second his poverty, the third the great distance, of 
the Courts of Justice from his house, the fourth the delay of de­
cision, the fifth the very great difficulty of getting witnesses, and 
the sixth and .last the- tom We vengeance of his zemindar. Here 
it ought to be remarked, that the Courts of Justice are nothing 
but a plaything ia the hands, of the rich. The zemindar and his 
agents are thoroughly acquainted with their inns and • outs. Be* 
sides he has. his muktyar and pleader in. the Court to plead his 
cause, while the poor ryot has neither the knowledge'of it, nor the 
means to advocate his cause. First of all, he mu t have to pay for 
a stamp papyr; then he will have to pay to get Ids petition written 

. out. The power o! the zemindar in the molussil Wing omnipotent,, 
there must bo not only very great difficulty ini inducing witnesses to 
give evidence, but also he will have to pay them at least doubb 
the visual fee As he gains his livelihood solely from the e.alth ati- a 
of Ids'laud, so hecannot spend several weeks or mouths, which must 
.elapse before the decision, of a case, in attending the Court, with­
out doing great injury, to Ids.crops. He wdl have to defray the 
lodging expenses not only of lu'mself, but also'of Ids witnesses in 
addition to their fee. Moreover he cannot, expect success with- 
out bribing: the -Ainlahs of the Court. In this way the expenses 
of a lawsuit, the loss of time, and the troubles and anxieties con­
sequent thereon, are too greaVto be borne hv a poor and simple 
ryot. And for all this he is not'at all. sure, that he will gain tlie 
case. Suppose that ‘ by some extraordinary chance’ he gains’ih 
But what will be its ponsequcbco ? Ho will be marked out by Ids 
zemindar as a victim of nis tpnihie vengeance/ which is sure to bo 
wreaked op him on the Very first opportunity, During the absence 
from his house, his rice is almost sure io be cut, his cattle driven, 
or his bouse plundered As if these are not sufficient'to allay ids 
-passion,.civil and- criminal suits, which had existence nowhereA 1 f ‘ , ......
except in the fertile brains and forged documents of his zemindar

:h f  c c IfJf:y;;vb:CCg, k / ; ; : t kk-'.f:J f f f f f
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aiu* h’* a-goitte,. will l).■ heaped upon him, til] the poor fellow hi 
forced to leave the- village as a ponsriptenro of his . rashness in 
rnnl.eot.ino- . •> .1 * of his master. Ox it he dares not punish 
liini in this way, 'the latitude of appeal qllywod bv the Oivil 
Code is resorted to by lii'rn as a legal means for making him fee! the 
consequences of incurring ins' displeasure, till the poor fellow, 
roducod to iwgg-ry by (he experises of;if t tgnlioii, is /breed of his" 
own accord to do whatever‘Ms master hubs him The ryots know' 
very well, that such is the* consequence of contesting the claimd 
bi the mniudsr however sweeping they arc. The only ease ic 
winch they are very unwilling to "submit, and' which they resist 
at least in hfly cases out of every hundred, but very often,without 
success, isi the wholesale, raising of .rents (we lay stress uperi' fho 
wore wholesale). In remaining fifty, the very name of the aejfrin- 
'lai often frighten̂  them to subixuss-ion. fit other comparatively' 
i rid mg matters, in nine hundred ninefy-nine cases out of every 
thousand, they meekly submit to hbj demands Wilsont questioning 
tlieir legality or otherwise. In support of our imoarli?, we quote 
the following passages:—

“ 11 the righp. and interests of the agriculturists had beep 
previously ascertained, and means taken for their maintenance ' by 
u summary enforcement of penalty at the instance of a, public 
prosecutor, the practical adoption of the principle of limiting the 
demands 0/ the Elate would have veatiiiecl many of the advantages 
held out by the theory. But it is easy to legislate in the closet; 
and *n the formation, of the Revenue Code, the adoption of the 
priuoipkjs oi English Common Law interposed an almost insuper- ' 
able harrier to tlm participation jby the ryots of any of the bene- 
fits, which it was undoubtedly the intention of the legislator to 
extend to them, by leaving them to seek, redress by a civil action 
for i uy injuries 01 infractions of the Regulations, or for encroach­
ments on their vested rights and ancient, privileges, which, they 
might experience at the hands of newly created aristocracy. The 
prosecution of. a suit at law involves expenditure of moitev and 
tune, neither of which cough well be spared by the .agriculturists, 
while the latitude of appeal allowed by the Civil Code enabled



an unlimited p e r i o d i n  i\u;l. to refer the cultivator*. to the 

Courts at law for--a remedy again?-* the zemindar was tamamount 

t.o a denial of justice,'’ A J/epwit' on ike Land In'iirc und 
Principks of Tampion,. p. fe3. .

"It is min to nay” observe.the Uotxrf of Directors, that
-■ • ■ 1 J '

the ryot?' are? protected; agaiLust .Igtra-ssiiig’ and -vexatious. -prudeed.- 
ings by the Courts of Jostlog, tor the loss of time, the expense 
incident, to;a leĝ i. process,,-ptd- ffefey of depisiqp, willy in nine 
instances .out -of ton/./prevent the ryots from appealing to the 
Courts.” . fievf/nnf Ejections, vol. 1., p. 638, . quoted- in An 
Inquii'y into thu JLlfaffed pv.<mcne$$ to-lAtigtiiion, of.: the Mativts 
of India, p, 22.

.a On-opening, the Courts under the. .new judicial -.system., 
cppupl abuts- without end, were preferred, and inaiiy thousands 

redressed, 'S-ftd, I yu ppostv-paisy. ImtKtlredtdhpusands uriradtossed." 
Biy' II. BEach^y. i.hl'l., p, 23.

"With, regard to the-effects: of .increasing .-the institution fee 
and p-tiiei'law .charges, it seeps highly -probable that, if litigious 
suits have been somewhat checked, a,- greater number of jiist com- 
plaints have been kept from the inability of some of the? lower 
classes q£ the, people tq defray, those charges, without greater sacri­
fices than they have found it .worth '.their white to- make.” T H 
fond Etq. 1 hid yp. $&&&  g -;Uvo- to-*feLah to -nh nv

" I thi.uk the cvvpqnses-uf prosecuting ought to be-diminished, 
and the number of efficient tribunals,fought to be increased.” Sir 
II. Btrachey..̂  76edh p. oh

uJfeg^ding...the, expense of suitors,- ham of opinion, that it 

should« he,reducpd. . .Tq restrain: litigation by imposing expense 

is in fact to.encow*gP;.-;ipjust4 .̂ and oppjmuoa by; rendering. r-v- 

dress iuaceeahhfo. T ip  Jaw charge are felt with peculiar severity 

by .the ryots n itd other poorer eiaaips- .oj. the eomumuity.” J, I). 
Ilrskine., l(4f.p,H9.

'■ $oms of flp d udg.es,,.. hr their answers to Lord WfelosleyV 
queries,, have .stated, that.-the ̂ process of the''Courts is not-too ex­
pensive ; but what they call trilling costs- is nob trifling to the
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native The avorug > of the rent paid to Government by the 
whole-body- of the ryots does not amount to five pounds sterling 
jor each individual. If we say that the relit is only one-third 
of the produce, his income cannot exceed ten pounds, It is easy 
to conceive how heavy.the costs and delays of laws must press on 
such men. When a ryot has a suit, he sets out taking with him 
the few rupees -he has in ready They are probably ex­
hausted m charges to the Vakeels and Officers of the Court before 
his trial comes on ; ho is ashamed to plead poverty, and he returns 
home ruined us a lariner.” Colonel Mmvro. Ibid., p. 119,

O u r  judicial eystoua has failed in the most important object 
of all law, the securing the great body of the people from oppres­
sion. It may truly be said, by the heavy expense attending i't, 
tu put them legally out of tho protection of the law. The great 
mass of tho- ryots, who are the people most exposed to wroiig, 
must suffer.in silence, because they cannot afford to complain. 
Under every Native Government, though occasionally subject'to 
tho most tyrannleal-exactions,- they could in general obtain redress 

of expense: it is only under a new Judicial Code framed ex­
pressly for their, benefit, that they are utterly excluded from jus­
tice,” 1-bid. ■ ■ ’

UI conceive that the Government did not place sufficient 
confidence and authority in their judicial servants' The .Begula- 
tiun, are too full of distrust with a desire to guard against what 
are  ̂< died erroneous decisions The gradations of Courts of Ap­
peal, and the openings for reference to higher authorities, tend' W 
dog the administration of justice." Q. Me id Esq. Ibid., p. 122.

And when the multiplicity of the forms and processes of 
those (fonts, the expensive barrier of foes, stamp duties, and other 
charges, through which justice is to be approached, as well as the 
foHUhat the complaints of the great body of people are under 
ten pagodas value (many hundreds of them not half so- much) 
arc also considered, it is not surprising that, being unable to spare 
the time and money necessary to encounter those barriers,’'the 
natives should complain, as they do, that they have only a mere 
semblance of justice, ■ fo



To vender justice as speedy and easily accessible as possible 
tctfthe.se people.,, is equally: essential' to. the security and perma­
nency of the public revenue ; for almost every individual contri­
butes to- it, directly, more .or less ; and in proportion as they are 
unprotected in their little rights and privileges, so will the finances 
of - the State fall short, and the realization of even a .diminished 
revenue be precarious. It should never be. forgotten, likewise, 
that while at least 50 per cent, of -the gross produce of land is 
taken as the customary -.tax of Government, if is the more iucum- 
bent on the State to secure the remaining fifty to,. the people, 
which, God knows, is little enough, if enough, even in a country 
where wants, are so few aud so cheap, to provide for,the common, 
maintenance of a large family, which most have, and to meet the 
expenses of agriculture.”  J. G. Ruvenshaw, Esq. Ibid.,, p. 182

The Committee of the House of Commons observe: “ We 
are certainly, most desirous not- only to see the ryots duly protected 
in their rightbut also to see them thrive and prosper, for upon 
this move than anything else depends the welfare and improvement 
of the.country.

It is well-known (and even if it..were questionable, the.prac­
tices which have more lately fallen under our dominion, would set 
the doubt at rest) that the cultivating zemindars were, by a 
custom more ancient than all law, entitled to a certain shave of 
the produce of lands, and that the rest, whether collected by 
pergunnah zemindars, or by the Officers of Government, was col­
lected as the huh of the Sircar, This indefeasible right of the 
cultivating proprietors to a fixed .share of the produce was annihi­
lated by our directing, that- pottahs should be executed for a 
money payment, in which all the claims of the zemindars should 
he consolidated. The 'under̂ proprietor was thus left to the 
mercy oi the zemindar, to rihosc demands there were no prescribed 
limits. The zemindar offered a .pottab. on Ins own terms' •(vide 
Jieport of the Acting Judge of Burdwan). If the under-pro - 
pVictor refused it, he was ejected, and the Courts supported the 
ejectment. If the under-proprietor conceived that he could eon- 
test- at law the procedure,' a. regular suit, under all the tlisadvau-
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tuges to 'which he -is known to be ex poised, was 'hie only resource ; 
but when after years of anxiety and of expense, the case was at 
last brought to a healing1, he lost his case, it Was proved, that 
the pbttah was offered and refused, and there was no criterion to 
which ho could refer as a means of proving’, that the rate was 
exorbitant.”  Appew'bix lo Report from the Select Committee 
of the House of Commons, Revenue, p. 130.

“ 'It is well-known, that the great body of the ryots will sub­
mit to extra assessments as long as they can pay them, rather than 
seek redress from the Courts. There cannot be a "stronger proof 
in support of this observation than the ofccurfences in Coimbetoor 
for some years past; where though at least SO,000 ryots have paid 
extrti assessments,, and liurnbefs have-been compelled to part with 
their sheep and cattle without compensation, very few of all this 
number, probably not twenty, have ever sought redress from the 
Zilkh" Court, though the Judgeis acknowledged to he a most 
active and zealots public servant. It is, therefore, impossible to 
resist the conelasior, that cur institutions are inefficient, and that 
the same abuses, to a great or less extent,, must prevail in every 
province under' the Government,” Sir Thomm Mmiro, Ibid,, 
p. 5'80.

“ Do you think, that a' ryot can" contend fairly with a plan­
ter,” we may add, or with a', gem i ml at, “ for his just rights in. 
iha TVmgdeiy Court or in any other Court ?—’Never, never .: it is 
in hopeless ease; because the planter or the reminder has his 
Mulct yar in the Court. The' ryot has not the means Of employing 
a Muktyor4 to plead his'cause. At the same time, it ntusb be re­
membered, how difficult it is for a ryot to bring any ease into 
Court. • Ho has first Of. TUI to pay for a stamp paper, then to 
get the petition written out, for which he has to pay■; he has, 
besides, to deposit six or seven rupees tor the witnesses, and if 
he does not bribe all the Aralajis in' Die Court over to Ins side, 
there .is no chance of Bis1 obtaining satiwaetioe, But suppose 
that by some extraordinary chance he gains ''the ease/the man is 
marked,' and cannot five any longer in the village; because he' will 
be persecuted by the planter or the zemindar,:



“ As an i vita nee of this, I would mention what a Magistrate, 
of Krahnagar, who bad heon full three wears full Magistrate there, 
mentioned, to me one day, saying that he could, look bcuik with 
satisfaction to only one ease which, be. decided, when he was an 
Assistant Magistrate. Hg went to the spot whore an outrage 
had been committed, and having fully satisfied hiin^dl pf the 
merits of the ease, he gave his. • decision*. which;., yw,afterwards 
appealed to the Judge., and-the Judge reversed, the order. At last 
au appeal was made to the Sudder Court, paid then the. Mogisf 
trade's order was upheld, simply because he had been*to. the spot, 
and satisfied himself about the case there/’ Mey..O, II, liluTii* 
hmrh. The Indigo Commission tieport, 18Q0, ,p.p, fartS 2,

The gentleman had an experience of twentyrQne; years in- the 
Mofuiibil. ,i" '

« ;Tbe zemindars and their agents own such a formidable 
armory of weapons' for the oppression and harassment pf ryots 
?n so many ways,, that it would be simple . infatuation in a poor 
ryot of a peaceable disposition to .incur tb-i risk of .bis. ..zemindar's 
anger, evqn. for!the certainty of exemption from the payment of 
any illegal .peps or cesses/' The Indian Mirror1, October $3,

“ A yery intelligent Officer of .Goyermimnt, Mr. E. A. S-a- 
muells,.in.giving, Ms opinion on the Bill (.which was introduced 
by Mr, Currie-in 1857, mid passed into Act X. of 18S9) r̂ râ dved 
‘ We have hud abundant experience of the provision, .ydiiqh en­
ables the : .ryot to sue his zemindar for a pofctah.j and vo know 
that the privilege, is nearly valueless. Men who are powerful 
enough to fue their zemindar foi jpqttajhf:, are pot the people for 
whose protection thus Bill is intended tp provide, (The want of 
a pottab -is.an uncertain cvd. TqIncur tbs enmity of a •zemindar 
is a positive. one. N,im fj-niiw, ryoO out of one hundred will 

. choose the lesser evil of the two, Besides why encourage litiga­
tion i You "thistle it is right, that - there .should be an inter change 
of Pottab9 and lyabuleuts, Then -why not take the simplest 
and most obvious method of .securing • the. object by .refusing to 
entertain any suit not founded on a Kabuleut, or in which the



°*Ahe Kiibuloc t canndt bo satisfactorily accounted for',” 
Balm Bvmkeb Clmndev Ghatterjees .Bengal Ryots.

The Ryots 'are"Mere TeMmta-at-vnU.
We have proved, perhaps, to the satisfaction of our readers, 

that the ryots are unable to protect their rights' through the 
Courts of Justice. Consequently they arc, as a matter of neces­
sity,, forced of their own accord to submit to the demands of their 
.masters. And if they think them beyond their means, the only 
course left to them is to quietly leaver their dear homes only to ho 
sold by the 'zemindars to glut their cupidity. We have nothing 
more to say on this subject, but to quote the following passages 
in support of our views. a

“ Tlie rePort made the subject in 1814 by Mr. Cornish, tho 
4,fli Jxui§® of the Conrt of Circuit, is very relevant and pertinent. 
Ho declares‘ The assertion may appear extraordinary, but it is 
nevertheless certain, that the rights of the ryots remain to this 
day unexplained and undefended. It is true, that there is some­
thing like a pro vision for proventMg the rents of the lands- of the 
KJmdkasht ryots from being raised, unless the zemindar can prove, 
that they have paid less for them for the last three years,' than 
the acrik of the peiguimahs. But what is this nerik, or bow to 
be ascertained ? It is a mere name and of no kind of use in seeur- 
iug the rights of the ryots. The Paikasht ryots ‘ are altogether 
left to mercy of the zemindars. Was this intended ? If so, what 
can possibly be the objection to its being declared by a Regulation, 
that the ryot is a mere cultivator and tenant-at-will,"and that, if 
ho i efuse to fake a pottah, he may bo ousted by summary, process; 
and that further, on the expiration of his engagement, the 
zemindar may demand whatever rent he thinks proper to ask’ ” 
The Calcutta Review, vol. YJ. Art The Zemindar and the Ryot 

Mr. Mill in his evidence before the Select Committee of 1880 
said ; “ The ryots are mere tenants-at■will of the zemindars in
the pej nmnently settled provinces.” Quoted in Ibid,

“ Thc nsaal opinion k  that I last stated, that the ryot is tho 
mere tenant of tho zemindar, -and he may do as he pleases.”
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John SulUmn, Esq. Answer to Question ML Minute* of 
Evidence, Bevewac, .Oom/nions, 1832.

“ They (ryots) have,; in a great' -measure, become teuants-at- 
wilt." Hugh Stark, Esq. ibid. fSG, Ibid.

“ I think'tboy (ryots) may be considered, practically, almost as 
tenants-afe-will.”

“ T!to zemindar frequently exercises an influence over 
bis ryots 3 and sometimes an European, like any other • mow, 
probably has a ryot in his debt, and he teases and threatens to 
prosecute him, 'and thereby endeavours to force his cultivation in 
the way he desires.’'" It. Davidson, Esq. Ibid \8788 and 8883.
The Select Committee of the House of Lords, 1830.

“ Dacca. The husbandmen seldom change their holdings, 
and the same land generally descends from father to son; so that 
most -of- the Cultivators may-be said to have a sort of right of 
occupancy, although when a dispute occurs with the superior land­
lord, the- cultivator generally loses the'case. The number of hus­
bandmen -who are acknowledged to hold their lands with a right- 
of occupancy, and as such registered in the Courts, is only 214?, 
The cultivators of the chur or alluvial lands- have no right of oc­
cupancy, as - they frequently change.their place of abode. ..None 
of the husbandmen have been, acknowledged as possessing a right 
to hold their lands in perpetuity without enhancement of rent.,.. 
They, as a rule, are in debt.." Dr. Hunter’s Statistical Account 
of Bmejci; vol, V., p.p. 92-dh

“ Sunderbnns. Very few of the husbandmen bold their lands 
on a permanent'tenure, or without being liable to enhancement 
of rent. No class of small proprietors is found in the Suntlorbims, 
who own, occupy, and cultivate, hereditary lands, without either 
a zemindar or superior landholder above them, or a- sub-holder or 
krishan or -day-labourer tinder them.’’ Ibid., vol. 1... 'pi. 8157.

“ Midnapur. Very few husbandmen, however, hold their lands 
free- of liability to enhancement of rent.” Ihid., .vol. III., p, 88,

“ Hughli. The Collector is of opinion, that about- four per 
cent.-nf the cultivators in Hughli district hold their lands in.perpe­
tuity, and without- liability to enhancement of rent." Ibid<> p. 848,



“ Baneura. The peasantry are almost invariably in debt.
Very tow eases occur of small proprietors, who own, occupy, and 

cultivate, their hereditary lands without' either a superior' land- • - 

.lord above, or a sub-defiant. or labourer below, thorn. Up to 1871 

only 38 husbandmen have boon acknowledged by the - Courts .as 

entitled to hold their lands in perpetuity without, liability to en­

hancement of rent:” /bid., voi, 1V., p. 248.

■ “ The object, of the zemindar is frequently to collect as much, 

as he can.”

"' Practically are the ryots in Bengal tenants-at-w.iil ? No 

doubt, they are practically.’' F. I .  JBmwfort, Jdsq. A nsw ers to 
Questions 191 and, 281: The In d ig o  Ooymmseion Eepovt, 18601

BectiritAj of- Property.
“ Security of property is the firs t and most indis-pensible requi­

site’-to-the production of wealth. Its utility in this respect is, in­

deed, k> tibW&qM and striking, that, it has been mote or less respected, 

ill every country, and in the earliest and rudest -periods of .society;

All hfive been impressed with the reasonableness of the maxim,, 

which teaches that those.who sow;ought to be permitted to reap

_that the labour of a man's hodyland the work of hi® hands are

to be considered as ''-exclusively:' his own. No wavage horde has 

ever hem.!, discovered., in- which the principle of* mm/m, .and U w m  
foe not recognized. Nothing, it is plain, eomkl ever tempt any 

one to engage in-any laborious engagement—-he; would neither 

domesticate’ wild animals, nor clear aiui cultivate the ground, if, 

after months and years of toil, when his flocks have become nu­

merous. and his 'harvest were ripening for the sickle,a stranger 

were to ho allowed to rob him of the produce of his industry..

No wonder, therefore, that the utility of some-general reg-ulations, 

which., should secure, to every individual the peaceable enjoyment 

of the produce he had raised, and of the ground he had cultivated 

and improved, suggested itself-to i,he first legislators: The author

of the book of Job' places those, who-removed the if neighbour's 

landmarks, at the head of his list of wicked men:: and some of 

the earliest profane legislators subjected those, who were "guilty of



this offence, to a capital pumshpient.” M'OnJloeh’s P rin cip les  o f  
P olitiecd ‘E conom y, p. 74.

« The- finest the finest .climate, and. the finest intellectual

power?', can prevent no people from becoming' barbarous, poof, 

and miserable, if they have the misfortune to be. subjected to a 

Goyern merit, which does not- respect and maintain the right of 

property This is the greatest oi all calairiiti.es, 1 b o ra v age .> of 

civil war, of pestilence,, and of famine, may be veptii ■ ed, but. 

no'hing can enablo a nation to contend against- the deadly iufl>i~. 

once of pn established system, of violence and rapine”. Ibid ,,

p,p. 77-S. . >
<c ‘ It is the security of property/ to use the just arm forcible

expressions oi an able writer (Bentham), tf at. has overcome die

natural aversion oi mail, from labour, dial has given lung , the,- 

empire of thy earth, that has given him a. fixed and permanent 

residence, that has implanted in his breast the love ot hiy country 

and of posterity- To enjoy 5 mined lately--to. enjoy without labour 

is. the natural inclination of every man. This inci;ination reust 

be restrained 1 for its obvious tendency is to airn ad thpsp, who 

have nothing against those who have something. The law which 

restrains this inclination, and which secures to the humblest 

individual the tpiiet enjoyment of the fruits of his industry, is 

the most splendid achievement of legislative wisdom— the noblest 

triumph-of which humanity has to boast ” ' Ibid., p. .84,.
'“•■ 'Security of property, freedom of iiuhistry, diffusion of sound 

information, and moderation m the public expofUiitutc, me the 

only, as they arc the certain, means by which-the various powers 

and resources ol human talent and ingenuity ear foo called into 

action, and. society made continually to -advance in ‘:lhe career of 

wealth, and civilization. Every increase- ot security, freedom,' and 

intelligence, is a benefit, as every diminution, whether of one 

or the other, is an evil, it  is by. -the spontaneous and. uiicon 

trained, but well protected eliorts ol individuals t > iitvi mve i.l.rh 

cdudtion, and to rise in ,the world, and by these odiorts only-, Uutt 

nations become rich ;ur.i poweriuh 1 he labour ;.um the s*i.vings 

of individuals are at onoo the source and the measure 'of; national
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opulence aud public- prosperity. .They’  may be compared to- the 

drops of dew, which invigorate aud mature all vegetable nature. 

None' of them has si ugly any 'perceptible; influencebut we owe 

the’foliage of summer and the fruits of autumn to their, combined 

action.” Ib id ., p. 418.

“ Among the seconda;ry”eauhes, which’! fe! or nine the produc­

tiveness of productive agents, the most important, is security,

By'security I mean the Cbmpletfeness of the ^protection. winch, 

it affords to its-members. This' consists- of protection by the 

Government arid the protection against the Government. The 

latter is the'most important. W here a person known to possess 

anything* worth taking away, can expect nothing but to have it 

torn from him with every circumstance of every tyrameal violence 

by the agents of a rapacious Government,’ dt is not likely, that 

many will exert themselves for much more than necessaries. This 

is the acknowledged explanation of the .poverty .of many fertile 

tracts of Asia, which were once prosperous and populous. From 

this to the degree of security enjoyed in the host governed parts 

of Europe, there are numerous gradations.” M ill’s Political Eco­
nom y, vof I., p.p. 137-38,

It would appear on perusal of the foregoing ex tracts,1r that 

security of property is not . only ..the. foundation of society,, 

hut also the. source, of 'all prosperity of a country. It excites all 

men of all professions to make utmost endeavours for improving 

their own circumstances'. It excites the cultivator to cultivate 

his lands in the best way within his means, because he knows full 

well, that he alone will enjoy the fruits of his own labour, It 

excites the merchant to defy .the huge waves of the ocean, be­

cause he is sure, that the profits from the sale" of hisj commodities 

will go to his own pocket. The lawyer trios his best to bid down 

the ..brethren . of Ids profession being, fully, assured, that there is 

no body else to share in Ids fees. In this way security of property 

excites every. ma.o to make utmost. endeavours for bettering his 

own condition. But it v. ill bo our painful fluty to prove here­

after, that this security of property-'the Bengal ryot has riot,

/
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and that as a consequence thereof, he ha; reached the utmost 

limit or bus poverty and wretchedness.

“ Hat; not the East India Company made repeated and an-, 

xious exertions • to improve the state of the ryots ? The Govern­

ments of India have been most anxious upon that subject, as wed 

as the Court of Directors in this country. The orders of the 

Court of Directors abound with able and humane instructions to 

their Government abroad for a just, administration of their terri­

tories committed to their charge. Many of, these-very able letters 

are now in print, and do great credit to the Directors of the East 

India Company. I particularly refer in this place to those which 

treat of ‘ Trotection to the Ryots.’ But the circumstances which 

T have mentioned— the oppressive nature of the land tax— the 

numerous host of subordinate public servants necessarily em­

ployed to realize and collect it— the total impossibility of control­

ling those servants by the authority of the European Collector, 

and the exactions and fraudulent impositions- and. oppressions oopi- 

mitted by those persons on fixe ryots, have hitherto presented 

an insuperable bar to the benevolent wishes of the Court of 

Directors and the local authorities in that country being carried 

into effect.” M. Richards, Esq, Answer to Question 8961. 
Minutes of Evidence. The Select' Committee of the House of 
Lords, 1880.

“ I consider myself the security of the ryot to be indispen­

sable to the general prosperity of the country.” Henry Eewn- 
ham*, Esq, Answer to Question $788. Minutes of Evidence,. 
Commons, 1882.

“ I should say decidedly, that the hand of Government must 

be active in the protection, of the cultivating classes; arguing 

from the mode of Government of the Mussulmans, and that at 

one time was very 'effectual.” I hid. Ibid. $'776. Ibid.

The P olice, j

The duty of protecting the persons and the property of the 

people devolves'upon the Police. The organization of this de­

partment has no other object in view than that'of detecting and

14

• ■ " " i . / ' ■



#  ■w h  k\ ■ ■ r̂ \

W / ■ : <SL
' | 100 )

punishing t,ho bad characievs, and lh e 4 V  securing -the persons 

ani.l tho property of the people ..from . the violence .-with ..which 

thee are always liable to be threatened. But 'that it has-lnmont- 

ably failed -in fulfilling the objects lor which .-it- was■organized* 

is a notoriousdhet. It exercise-' its authority far-.the. sole object of 

making the best use of it in filling its,packets, Almost all the 

subordinate officers from the Darogah down to the low--st: village, 

khowkesiiar, who really come in contact with the people, arc 

nothing but an . instrum m t  of oppression .in • the bauds, of those 

wlio pay thorn best. Their education and moral training-as well 

ns salaries arc not good enough to enable them to look with 

contempt/ upon tho bribes, which they- • can easily extort, 

and which are not unoften thrust-upon thorn by the persons, who 

feel it their interest to do so,' while the overwhelming power-of tho 

zemindar in the mofussil often frightens them to do whatever' 

they aro commanded. Tliey think, find, -pm haps righr.lytooj -that, 

it  is impossible to exercise their authority to their best advantage 

whitens the co-operation of the zemindar ami his •agents. Indeed 

most of them, especially the. (Thowkoedars, are looked, upon by 

the. people as their slaves. Tho latter are so completely at their 

mercy, that they novor dare report a single without first 

consulting them; and they shape their course a? boat Suits their 

interests. The visit"of a Darogah on on investigation Inti.) • a' ease' • 

of theft is really considered by them as a yroatcr calamity than 

the visit of a thief; so by far tho greater number of crimes' 're-' 

mains unreportod. Vv'« can positively State from our own personal 

knowledge, that almost all criminal easey except those ,>f murder, 

death, by drowning or snake bite, dftcoity, and others of >, serious 

nature, are hits'ad up ; tho zemindar, hie agents, headtiisn, .Faridary 

and the Ohowkoedaty ail extort bribes from the persons guilty 

or supposed to be guilty of them, aiul divide them among them­

selves according to their respective ranks iu iety, Fie cumndar 

always getting the -Jioil’s share. We shall try our host to give lii 

proper place minute -details of a'few oases, as we have got them 

from Their Very victims. So the fahrro of Police may' safely-' be 

laid id the door ol the zominduru. With these remarks we leaver
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it to out' readers to judge o l' the security of property from, the 

following extracts, which will throw touch tight upon the subjis t.

The Mpfus;?il Police. Ba,bu X)Wnrkst. iNutK logo?*.1 called in 

and examined by the Police Committee.

:u Have you ever result'd iu the, Mofussil t  ̂or,, in yap;lows 

places sueli as,.' (ioiutoercolly, Pnbfif,* Itampuf, .Bank ah, Dacca, 

and. other districts.

You have had then many opportunities of observing the 

condition of the Police-state what do you think of it i~~I think 

that from the'Daroga.lv to the lowest peon, the whole of them are 

a corrupt, set of people — a. single case could not bo got out of 

their hands’without, paying money— the wealthy a* ways get ad­

vantage over the' poor. In cpmrrols between zemindars and 

buliyo-planter?, large sums are' expended to bribe those people—  

when any report is .called for by the Magistrate from the Dn.ro- 

gahs; even in a trite ease, that report could not be obtained 

without paying a! large Sum of money, and should he cn.-*o be 

between two rich parties, the richest or he who pays (he 

highest, would get the report in his favour. If .a Jemadar 

or r>eoti is sent to a village for an enquiry, there is-immediately 

a tax levied by them on all the'ryots of'the village through the 

Gotoastah of the Kornindar, and this mode of extortion has so 

long prevailed, as' almost to give it the character of a just de­

mand':— so touOh a. that not a single ryot "will ever make ah 

objection-'tiVpav it. Indeed they look upon it, as af| authorized 

to t If a daebity rakes place in any neighbourhood, the Darogah 

and all his people will go above the village,?., and mdise/itohnitely 

seize the inhabitants, innocent afid the culpable,' and it often 

happens, that persons so taken, although'' of the most suspicious 

character in the particular transaction, arc "released on some 

rnbnoy indu(*htoent being given to the officer •. .Besides the levy 

of the tax above mentioned, formerly in every petty theft the 

same process -was' observed, but since (by Regulation II. of-183&) 

that local enquiry is done' away with, their perquisites are a little 

reduced "in '’-that q mirier. In- short, nothing can be done without



f  f  l  ' ;' I t
V A'.\/  V /  ’ ' • "• r _ r  Mk m

( m  )

paying for it whenever they are called, upon to interfere.'’ Quoted 

in the Friend o j In d ia , A p r il  86, 1888.
“ It k. the true estimate and instinct of this calamity by the 

people, that enables such incredible sums to be raised by the 

villainous native agents in charge of the different Police stations 

within a district, The slightest threat by these ruffians of send­

ing in a nan to the Magistrate will not unfrequently induce him 

to sell all he is worth, and even to borrow at 75 per cent, to raise 

money to bribe himself off. The following descriptive passage, 

which appeared in the tTt&W/d of Jv/cUct, shows the maunet >»i 

which evidence is collected ‘ As soon as any heavy crimes have 

been reported, the Darogah repairs to the spot, and Ills advent, is 

as if the regent of.death had come up from his own place in 

search of his victims. The Darogah makes the most careful ..en­

quiry into the matter of the burglary, or assault, or robbery, or 

murder: and having also ascertained who are possessed of money 

in ..he village, declares, that the matter must go up to the presence 

(kusoor) thirty, fifty, seventy miles off, and that the most substan­

tial house-holders must go with it as witnesses. Then commences 

the bargaining. Every man, who can satisfy him- in native 

phrase— who can make ins 1 wry mouth straight’ is let off, and 

w hen the held has been sufficiently reaped, a report is made of 

the inquest, and some of the poorest wretches are sent up, as 

accomplices or witnesses, to vindicate the- Darogah’s public spirit.

That which, robbers have spared, the Darogah gleans. Hence 

thevj are few objects more dreaded than, a visit from this person­

age ; and the inhabitants of the village exercise all their inge- 

rmitv to protect themselves from such a visitation. Examine his 

situation if he refuses— ho is subjected to every indignity in the 

first place, to which caste, custom, and social prejudices, can ren­

der him vulnerable. Time and space would fail, were we to. enu­

merate half the horrors to which the atrocious and unchecked 

cruelties of the native Police subject the population. But laying 

all these aside, the victim is threatened with the destruction.of 

his a ops and a thousand losses, which nothing but personal su- 

rtt-.dm tend once at his home can avert. He has to travel in, under
X
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charge of a Police myrmidon, who, unless he is paid, wid not 

allow him to perform the necessities of nature. The distance 

from his home may be sixty or seventy miles, which he must 

travel at his own expense, plundered, as he proceeds, by the 

Policeman in charge-—arrived at the Magistrate’s station, days .md 

weeks may elapse before his case be brought up lor hearing- be~ 

fore even this first stage in his case’s progress, he has either been 

plundered by .the native Officers of the Magistrate’s Court, or else 

subjected to every hardship and indignity, which secret cruelty, 

impossible to prove, legally can inflict, As a class,-the f ou<* 

agents are infamous for every crime. And it is horn these ag uts 

alone, that nine-tenths of the evidence is derived

Fearlessly and honestly analyzed, it will be found, that in no 

civilized country of the earth, or dependency of any such country, 

doer, there exist a spirit of such utter disregard to the rights and 

happiness of such stupendous masses of our fellow-men, as that 

which marks the principles and. process of the present vumun- 

ment of India. Exposure of evil is the prevailing terror of the 

Anglo-Indian Government— if by such name the crazy mass * 

of delusions can be called, over which an inexperienced Governor 

arid his secret Council preside, under circumstances subversive of 

all means of which Government, properly so called, is the end.”

The Calcutta Meview, vol, I , p.p, 197-203.

“ As regards the alleged inefficiency and corruption of the 

natiy.e Police, we wall make some extracts from the Police Report 

in order as we find them ; and the first we have marked relates 

to the district of Shahabad. It is a mere ordinary case of corrupt 

concealment of crime by native Police Officials; such cases are 

plenty as blackberries. The Superintendent of Police s a y s ‘ 1 

do not think the returns satisfactory, as regards the murders the 

Police seem to have failed in very many cases in tracing out the 

perpetrators of the crime where they might, I think, with care 

and vigilance, have succeeded, and, in one instance, the accused 

parties escaped solely owing to the corrupt misconduct, of a Je­

madar acting directly under the orders of the Magi strafe who



/,̂O5,,y> ' -.  ̂\

W  <SL
( no )

repm tod. ilt.-i!- the girl murdermI liad fallen into a well, when sub- 

sequenl emimnat :mi provetl* that she had been, strangled.’

Next %e have from. Tbhut'another foul case of corruption—  

e-number of Police Buvknndazes' clearly'' proved, -in u case of1 in­

human nm-dpr, to have been accessories after the fact, The 

Supbrmhmdent sets down,- iu general terms, bringing' forward this 

particular ‘ease in din-‘ ration, that for a small sum of money, the 

subordinate Officers of Police will actively engage in the work of 

concealing- the most horrible•crimes':-—' In the murders 9 persons 

were 'said' to 'have bo'en concerned, and seven were arrested— in 

one case the party had been'convicted bv the Nixahmt Adalat, 

two were .hunting thhir trial before the Sessions .Court, and'. the 

investigations -as . respected lour wore yet .pending before the 

Magistrate, The Sessions Judge had sipcc referred the prppoe.d- 

, irigs regarding tho two committed, to the Superior Court for sen- 

tenvo,' mid tlTo- four, who were- before. the Magistrate, bavp been 

■ relea-od from the waif of evidence,. the falupo to convict thorn 

having been entirely owing to the misconduct of three Police 

Burkuudazos, who were charged as accessories after the; fact 

Suspicion of some foul play foil on the defendants in consequence 

of their having, without .any reason, filled, up a well, which they 

laid just dug for the irrigation of their holds, and the Police 

Officers were sent with orders to- dig out the well, which -they 

reported as giving no cause for suspicion. The Moherer, however, 

having gone on the same day to a village near, learnt that a 

woman, who' appearing to be travelling, had stopped for'the night 

at the prisoners’ cattle shod, and that they had murdered her' for 

the sake ot her ornaments ’and' thrown rhe corpse into a well, 

which They had then filled up.' E  e immediately proceeded to the 

spot, and 'had' the well dug out to the bottom. The effluvia left 

no doubt as to the corpse having been deposited there, and a quan­

tity of long hair was also found, but the body had been removed; 

and no trace of it could be discovered, nor could all the subse- 

qwOht endea veins of the Magistrate procure1 atiy clue to the iden­

tity of the v dinan. 1 have mentioned this ■ to: show how the 

subordinate Officers of the Police, being • 'without proper control;


