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will, in tin most srrkmf ' ( « ,  atfow their dirty to Ik; net- aside for 

a small sum of money.'

The folio whig extract, though at first sight if may appear to 

contain no very groat atrocity, is worthy to be pondered on, as 

illustrative of the enormous- power ot the Police, and the awo with 

which they are regarded by the villagers. There is nothing, 

which a Police Official may not -wring from these unhappy ■ industrial 

classes. .The abject peasant knows well enough that to resist -tin • 

tyranny and-extortion of the Police in these little matters, is t.o bring 

upon himself tyranny and extortion mr moro difficult to endure, it  

is better to pay a Shall tribute of fish or other petty commodity' 

than'to be dragged before the Magistrate -as a witness, or pennb

ventuve,..ns a criminal, in a case of which- ho knows nothing:..

* One Moherer had been dismissed:, for demanding from h . vendor 

of tish. a considerable quantity of fish without payment. This 

practice of levying contribution from all vendors of food, who 

may have occasion to expose their commoditiea for sale, or to pass 

near-to the Thanahs, is very -prevalent, Sind this was accidentally 

brought to notice from the fisherman having got druid-; ford 

abused, the Mohorcr publicly. 'Howards had been bestowed on one 

Thanadar and three Burkundazes for activity in particular wises.'

Tim payment of small tribute to Police -Officers is found ever 

to be the safest p'ian. Sec what the result of refusal may be,

A  murder is committed, the real offender,is, perhaps,- well-known ; 

but he has murdered to some purpose, and out of the proceeds 

of the spoil, he can afford to pay Isis hush money down. The 

offence-must bo-charged upon somebody, and evidence must, be 

got up. There are, doubt-less, some obnoxious parties at fiand — 

some who, peradventure, hr- cc resisted the extortionate demands 

of these Police 'harpies, on whom to charge tiro offence, and from 

whom to extort evidence, Thb thing is as easy as lying; . aii 

unfortunate budlee is marked out to expiate the offen- ; of 

a real offender, who, in the mean time, is quietly making himself 

scarce, or perhaps actually* Sheltered beneath the protective 

Wings Of the Police We'hnvf-v r w before us a letter From an 

intelligent and 'zealous Magistrate,Tone of the fov. re;dly LidhP̂ t
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men engage  ̂ in tills disheartening work of com demoting, as far 

as in i hem lies, the atrwoiow's rascality of the native Police, in 

which the writer says:— 11 have reported my jail as being full 

of bud i cesmid  I believe, that every jail in the country is 

alike.5

But anonymous testimony it is no part of our intention to 

give; else, might we produce a mass of it-— anonymous testimony, 

wo mean, as far as-the. public is concerned ; for in our reposi

tories this evidence bears names, which, were we at liberty to 

use them, would carry as much weight of officiality, even, as that 

of the doughty ‘ Superintendent’, himself. Yet what need to 

resort to any evidence, which unbelieving men might question, 

when wo have published official documents before us.

Let this ease, briefly recorded, under the bead of Rajshahi, 

be pondered on 1 Two Davogaha and one Moherer had been dis

missed by my orders in cases, which occurred during the previous 

six months, one for extorting confessions in a ease of murder 

implicating an innocent person, another for falsifying a report in 

a case of dacoity, and the third for neglecting to investigate a 

charge of murder.’

With one more case from the report of the -Superintendent,

\ye must close our string of official evidence against the Police..

The case is one of unexampled monstrocity notorious enough in 

Bengal, but of so convincing a character, that We desire it should 

be read in all parts of the world. The horrid event occurred in 

the Murshedabad .district, and is thus officially narrated by the 

Superintendent bf Police,; Comment need it none from us 

1 One of the cases here .entered is that dreadiul case of torture

by— •-------, Darogah, and others, the Police Offic* rs of Thanah

---------u to extort a confession from one---------- of a dacoitv,

which iut.d never been committed, in which from the conse

quences of the horrid treatment, which he received and the sub

sequent detention at the Thanah to-evade detection, the toes and 

fingers of the.poor victim rotted off, and he is left a cripple and 

a pensioner on the bounty of Government for life. The fingers 

and toes of the man were first tied together, and wedges being
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laid put on his hack m the sun; this not producing the desired, 

'fiber,,, his hands ami feet wore (lipped into boiling water, the liga

tures were u.nlooneneii and bandages dipped in oil tied round the 

fingers of both hands and the toes of. the left foot; and this not 

forcing him to confess, he was, as if to prevent any hope of his 

recovery, detained several days at the Thaimh, vvijsjpput any neim- 

dios being applied, and when brought in by the order?:o( the 

"Magistrate to whose knowledge the ease had been brought, his 

hands and feet wepe in a stateol mortification, ami ultinmt-ly 

his fingers and toes rotted oil.

This is, perhaps, an extreme ease of torture, and I am happy 

to say, that all the Police Officers, though not the others epu- 

Oerped, Slave been severely punished ; but acts of torture by Baws- 
dollafi and other brutal and indecent means are. of fmjueut, too 

frequent, occurrence by the Police; and what can he said of that 

system of total want of cheelr and control, which could admit ijf 

a Darogah with the other Police Officers adopting such measures 

towards a party fkhely charged to his knowledge of being en- 

gfged in a dacei’ty with any hope of non-detceti.ou and escape / 

Before the poor victim was sent in he was.compelled to sign A' 

paper ctating that his iunds and feet had been injured by severe 

binding without the knowledge of the ..D r̂ogah,’ " Ib id ., p.p.

“ .Under its operation, however, the great majority of crimes 

against, property remain un rep or fed apd uniiiycstigutyd , and our 

Police He turns afford no criterion of the actual amount of crime 

in the ju'iwer Provinces...b’oi activity and .intelligence, they .can 

scarcely be matched by any similar body of men it, the world ; 
it is, iu the quality of honesty, that they entirely fail, W ith 

very few exceptions, they are notoriously venal and utterly indif

ferent to the means by which their avarice is gratified. They arc

always understood to be at the command of the highest bidder
* ■ _ t & _ 

They w, aid allow the most notorious offender t.o escape for a

suffioieut dour- Hi', in local investigation's they make, their

object is to: discover not the real offenders, but the most substantial

15
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men of the village or town, whom they fleece without mercy 

by the threat of sending them as witnesses to the Magistrate's 

Court, where they aw likely ,to W- detained without 'indemnifica

tion for a long and in convenient period. The Darogahs are the 

great terror of the native'community, who regard a visit f rom 

them with far more dread than a visit from the robber.

Besides the Regular Police establishment of 'Government,' the 

strength of which, including Darogahs and their subordinate* 

and the Constables, may bo estimated at 8,200 men, there is a 

huge body of village Chowkeedars, whose a timbers have been 

estimated at orie hundred and seventy thousand ; and we eatinot 

better describe their (mictions, their character, and their utility, 

tbau by quoting the strong, but perfectly sober and correct. lan

guage of the Miante written-by Mr. Hallitiny in 18B8, and 

printed among the Police documents. * Theoretically, these Chow- 

kcedars are appointed, paid, removed, and controlled by the village 

eo mm unities, subject at" the same-time to'bn incompatible control 

by the Government Police, and throitglv them hy'the' Magistrates  ̂

Pvkcticidly, they fife sometimes controlled by'the Thanali Officers,- 

oftener by the villages, frequently by neither. For all practical 

purposes of Police properly so called, they are absolutely useless. 

Here wo hav& a force of about ?». hundred - and'seventy thousand 

men taken by a'custom, which so long as ' the name of -village 

Cliowkeedar exists, will bo immutable front the lowest and vilest 

and most, despised olftsScs ; drawing annually from .the -pebple in 

legitimate ways, not to mention irregular modes of taxation, 

upwards of sixty lakhs of rupees;; under no practical control hut 

that of 'irresponsible and ignorant communities, of whom they 

are by turns * he'potty tyrants1 and t he slaves, thieves' by caste 

and habit and connection.®; totally dii-eoune'ctod from the general 

system of Police; unorganized, depraved, worse than useless.’ " 

'Ib id , vol. 111., p.p. 183-89.

“ It is from the Chowkewhirs,” says Lord Hastings *' it is 

from the Chowkeedars that all information of the character of 

individuals, of the haunts and intentions of robbers, and o f  every

thing necessary to forward the objects of Police, must ordinarily
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1)0 obtained ; they are the watch and patrol to. which tty'com- 

munity looks for its' immediate protection, arid on the occurrence 

of a crime, the T>m-ogah?s only mode of proceeding is to collect 

the watchmen of all neighbouring' villages, and to question them 

os to ail the circumstances, with a view to get from them that 

information which they only can afford. The villageJJiiowkeediirs 

are the foundation of all possible Police in this country, and upon 

their Renovation, improvement, mid stability, depends the ultimate 

success of all our measures for the benefit of the country in the 

jm* volition,. defection, and punishment of. crimeT Quoted in 

Ib id ., vol. LVI., p.]). 94-95.

We now quote the following passages from the Reports of the 

District Magistrates:—

“ e Rebar, The watch has been shamefully neglected, having 

almost fallen into disuse,'though generally useful and good ser- 

•■ auts, when the means of maintenance in their own villages are 

confirmed to them.

Sihvh'ahadi. They are most; inefficient, nothing occurs in the 

village without'their knowledge, but being the creatures of the* 

headtren, reports are only made conformably to their wishes.

Sarun. No department requires a more thorough'reform, they 

arc sadly neglected, seldom remunerated,-and. never incited to an 

useful degree .of activity, unrewarded - too for faithful serv’eei they 

often league with the most notorious thieves and vagabonds, not 

vm frequently being themselves ring-leaders and participators in the 

crimes Uiey rnv appointed to prevent.

Chuniparun. They were in the worst possible state com

pelled for a livelihood to become thieves.

Bhaugulpnr. The state of the village watch is by no means 

good, they are bad ly and irregularly1 paid.

Dinajpur. They are often thieves from necessity, and tin. 

good'they-do is very problematical.

Malda. The character and situation of the village 

anomalous 'they arc inefBeienf. and arc able to suppress many 

things in their reports to the Darogaha, which they turn to ac

count, inadequately remunerate*! as they are.
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■ Miirshedabad. I 6 efficient.

: Buljlivim. The v'howkeedats an* • parties - tt> vlihoni every 

r 'bhery thru Mikes place.

Myrn'enhiri^i. 'Thd-'state of’ life •village #feck is bad.

Dacca. All the Mnest men -atftbim them went hi nlad'iv re- 

'buquish their: employment.

' •- Bvihot.- The watchin Sylhet ts very imperfect.

: IVoakoliy. The present system is a total dalure, •there-'is

hardly a theft committed, or a tnime''peqietrased, itt which n 

tTniwkmiar Is no! concerned, -besides concealing crimes for a 

consideration to a large extent.

Nh'dtloa. The Chowkeeda.rs having- 16 collect' f he''sum al

lowed them, the full amount fixed is rarely obtained.

. Midnapnr. The watch is far from being on an efficient or 

soupd footing.''

From the Returns of District. Magistrate ,̂.. it- appears that 

1 heir' noKunaJ. pay was and still is throe rupees per mensem, but 

they cap only .realize from 1| to 'ij.rupees per mensem,’' The
OrimdfH.fl frUilusties M, Bengal, 184-7.

That the -Police in India has lamentably failed - in aconm- 

pUshing the ends for which it was established, is a notorious-fact.; 

that. It is ait but useless• for the prevention,'And sadly inefiSciont 

for the detectsoh of crime, is generally admitted. Tbpable to 

chock crime, it is with rare exceptions unscrupulous as to its mode 

of wielding the authority with which it is . armed for. the func- 

-irons which it -fails ;to .fulfil, and has a very general .character -for 

corruption and oppression. There-is, moreover, A -want .of -general 

.organization ;■ the- force attached to each division is -too much 

localized and isolated, and - the notion of .-combination between 

any separate parts of it, with a view of accomplishing, the great 

objects of a body of Police, is seldom entertained.1 This was the 

viKtkvfHH'able verdlet passed- upon the old Police establishments 

of Jmlia by the Court. pf Directors in idoth It is hardly less 

.applicable to the present condition of this traditionally unsatis

factory department.” The Calcutta R eview , vo l LVT . p. 87
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“•The corruption of the Police is often complained of. hut fovv are 

aware of-I he extent to which it prevails-‘in - this country. Few have 

realized:to themselves the astounding fact, that no! Me per eon t. of 

the‘constables and head const« bios are above corrupt ion, ami that 

even among -inspectors -ami sub-inspectors an Ivonesf man is an ex

ception,” Babv, ttom.exh (Jhunder D u!(’.< P em a-viry rf Beyjgml.
The livvdao P a trio t, January 14, 1878, in comnumbing • upon 

the Bengal-Police Report of 1870, pays Since the celebrated 

Police -Minute of Sir Frederic Halliday, we have not had the 

good fortune of coming across any document of the Bengal 0<c 

vertmmnt, which tells the truth about the Police so frankly and 

uncompromisingly its the Resolution of Mr . . (now Sir) Ashley 

Eden on the last Police Administration Report does...In noticing 

the Mvnieipflb.Police the Lieutenant-Governor remarks that * no 

force -can: possibly be efficient if it be renewed every two or three 

years, and.that- there must be something radically wrong in the 

organisation of a body, of which the members desert or resign 

m this wholesale manner.' With regard to the Rural Police His 

Honor observes:— ‘Only 182 village Policemen were rewarded 

during the year, • while the number published was very much greater.

In the Bumwan district alone, as many as 950 were punished for 

various derelict ions of duty. This Is very unsatisfactory, and appears 

to point-to the infliction of either capricious or petty and insuffi

cient punishmentsv..Mt. Eden fears that very many of the persons 

convicted were really innocent, and an examination of some case?*; 

which have come before lnm, quite confirms him in the belief, 

that a vast amount of bitter wrong and oppression has been 

wrought -upon the people.' ”

“ Mr Eden finds in the bare figures of • the -present Report 

(Police Report ofl87G) abundant proof, that a lamentable amount 

of suffering, and wrong has been caused ' and looking to the vast 

number of false cases of different kinds instituted all over Bengal, 

he is determined that this fearful engine of oppression shall not 

be left uncontrolled in the hands of the Police, but shall ordy 

b** used unde most'.effectual safeguards... I instances have repeat

edly come to the notice of Government, in which cases have failed
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liuoufoi sheer fome of dishonesty, whore genuine evidence has 

been twisted, and distorted, and the progress, of the enquiry mis

represented, until the whole ease for the prosecution has been 

discredited, and lamentable Mures of justice have ensued. 

Numberless instances in which. • the subordinate -Police over-reach, 

themselves would probably never occur, ii the m veBtig&tiwg. 

officov know, that the prompt submission of Iris diary would, be 

Insisted, upon, and- that it would be carefully scrutinized by his 

superior." The Jtew/al Police- Report, 1876. The Govermneui 
limitation, p;p. 11-1*3.

The Zemindar i True Cause of the F<dure i f  Police.
\Ve at once see s:,hat the Police is inefficient to afford' that 

proteoti'm) tip life and property, which the 'inhabitants..of. Bengal 

havem right to expect, and is incapable after the perpetration 

of crimes of collecting evidence -sufficient -to. ensure the convic

tion of criminals... If a <tmm occur and the : perpetrator he un
known, and m- Undkolder have a qamwel against a-ny one, 
the whole village is hentdhy promises or ■ intimidation to bring 
the mirne home to him The zemindar,,perhaps, himself gives 

notice of the crime at the Thanah, the superior Officers of the 

Police arrive, perjury and forgery are put in force by- Sum, and 

the Police Officers being totally misled, innocently forward, a 

report to the -Magistrate. m accordance-with his wishes,, It, ontna 

ot lier ho ad, the zemindar.- is bullied by the superior penetration 

of the Police, and his plot is discovered, or it "befoie then arrival 

the delvnijnent is. able- to- appease Turn, the engines of perjury 

and forgery are turned upon the Pol ice,-find they-are sacrificed, 

by some, false but well authenticated story of oppression on their 

part in his stead. A. crime'-has; been reported, and a victim'must 

be found. This is no overdrawn- picture, but one of every day 

occurrence. Ih o  (jolc-iitta Review, vb\. Ill*, P-P- ldu-52.

No one," says Colonel -Pughe, “ has so many means of hearing 

of the commission of a crime as a landholder, nor possesses more 

influence thm he docs as regards the persecution of crime and 

tracking of criminals ibid. vol. LA T, p. PC.
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We now quote the follow mg passages irom the Reports ol the 

District Magistrates«—*

“ ‘ Patna. The Mofussil --Chowk cedars are represented as- very 

inefficient, and little dependence cau he placed 6® them, us they 

are at disposal of the highest .bidder, besides which they are more 

Itioked upon as slaves of the zemindars than servants of the Polled

Purneah. The' trot being collected by -the Phowkcedars them

selves, or by the muiiduls or putwarvies, is a very bad 'System, us 

the Acting M.agistrato fearSs that the CTiovvk cedars thus seldom 

receiver their pay, and are consequently driven to thieving. •v>\, tor 

a livelihood. To the Same source also is owing' the undue .influ

ence of the zemindars and their people over the • T 'how keed a vs.

Tirh'ut. The Ohowketedars are' nominated by- the zemindars 

at the rate of fifty houses to each < fhowkoedar, a reform is urgently 

called for, as riie present Chowkeedars are generally dom ds, dh)>,n- 
miees, and other low castemen, often themselves thieves.

■ Rajshahi, Very inefficient' and scarcely worthy the name 

of a watch, most of them being employed all day by the zemnh 

dars, or in agricultural pursuits;1 fare unable to perform their duty 

as watchthen at night, they are also entirely raider the control of 

tho zemindars., headmen of the village, &c;, without whose sanc

tion .they do-'not report anything.

Pubna There cau be nothing more inefficient than the vli. 

lege. watch ever since the abolition of corpora! punishment. The 

(Jhowkoedam are l. lieved to be concerned in almost all the hein - 

ous.crimes which are perpetrated. Thh system.is altogether a bad 

one;;.- the honest er Chowkeedars are obliged for subsistence to 

wearv themselves by labour in the field, and thus incapacitate 

themselves for their duty, whilst the loss scrupulous league 

with robbers. They are moreover under the control of the zemin

dars; nothing can, however, be worse than it is a+ present'.

Furreedpur. The village watch are m the last stage of ineffi

ciency; but the greatest present evil is their dependence on the heads 

of villages and zemindars.

Backergunge. the- state of the watch is unquestionably bad 

and its improvement will be a work of time, yet without a corn,-
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pletc change in the;, nature .(>1 thy wateh, thetdtowkeedars can 

novoi* be 'an efficient: body, they-are at premierst the servants of the 

smm.sudars and udookdaris by whom: they. are appointed, and the 

Magistrate hs ĵgomi:-times found the houses over which, they watch 

scatter.'d in different villages and adurg^ extent ofl«onnt<ry,because 

the estates of. the individuals who--appointed them.ate-.so situated- 

They are the chief -actors in affrays, run! bring to light or. conceal 

cri.me':i according to the wish of their principals. They are often 

. thieves, receivers of stolen propertyyor.bought over to silence.

Tipperah. The village warcii is efficient as it is possible fca 

make it under .present circumstances, I’hey are under the control 

of the zemindars, and look to them in the..first instance for order.

Hughh. • The (Jhowlceedar is generally the concealer or active 

instrument of crime at the dictate of the zemindar, whose xeutfe- he 

fatigues himself in collecting-, rendering- hhnself unfit for the duty 

of watching ;.,rp ■ y

2-f .Pergurinahs. Very inefficient, but under an improved ays* 

ten1,, the ;t howkeedars • might afford a good material for formings 

an efficient arm of .the Police- They are - at present undoubtedly 

too. much under the influence- of the- xoinffidar and his Am lab;

dcssore. Ve ry inefficient, they do not always get paid.,, and con

sequently they neglect their duty, whilst from the zemindar they 

tla.ro not report, the commission of orimea'

After receiving the .lands appropriated in -o-lden times-.for sup

port of the Chowkeedars, they (zeinijiiidars-).havb done, nothing, as 

appears from the amended Code of Regulations approved by the 

Goveriior-General in Council on the 2hrd November, 1701 ; Section 

37. The Cliakran lands,, or lands held by. public officers and: private 

servants in. lioii of wages, are also not meant, fp be included in,the 

exception contained in the 23rd article. The whole of these lands 

in each prov inen are to be annexed to the Mdlguzari lands, and 

declared responsible for the. public revenue assessed, -oti the acinin- 

dars and taiooka in which they are. included, in  common with-all 

other Maiguxari lands therein • and consequently equally liable 

to vhe rillage allotment of the land tax directed in  the 43rd 

article of these Regulations And further from the- - Circular
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Order of the Board, of • Revenue, dated 1.3tlx October 1790., 

declaring that ‘ it is not intended by tills annexation to .increase 

.the public revenue/ the zcmvindai’s,appear to have entirely neglec

ted to fultil ' the conditions of this annexation of the Ohakrau 

lands; and instead of supporting the village watch, or in any way 

contributing to their remuneration, for which they enjoy this 

equivalent, have thrown the whole..cost and expense of maintain

ing them on tin villagers themselves; and this depends :aot tor 

proof on any speculative assertions, but is evident from the 

Reports of the Magistrates before quoted, by whom if is:sanctioned 

and authorized ; the condition which should make the support of
.■i

this body claimable from the zemindar alone having been, 

for a series of years, entirely overlooked by the authorities, 

and thus made a source of oppression ami extortion so dreaded 

by rulers of the last century, opened and sanctioned by this 

But the error goes even yet further, and allows to the zemindars: 

the employment of these very Ohowkeedars as private.servants 

in the collection of their rents as appears also by the Reports. .

This much Is certain, that the zemindars although pledged to 

their (Ohowkeedars') support, and receiving an allowance from 

Government in .making settlements for that purpose, entirely 

neglect such provision, as for as they themselves are concerned, 

and while employing the Ohowkeedars on their revenue collections 

and other private affairs,, throw them entirely on the people• for 

support; at the same time under th< present system, the Magis

trate seldom or never interests himself about their remuneration 

or organization in any way; often quietly acquiescing in their 

(as he believes) receiving less than two rupees a month, although 

he must be fully aware, that such a paltry stipend must be utterly 

unequal to the.support of a man and his family, unless increased 

by illegal profit derivable from abuse of power, or from -the fruits 

of positive crime." The C rim in a l S tatistics o f  Bengal, 184%
‘■ The Report (Police Report of the Lower Provinces for 18-id) 

affords lamentable proof, that the non-success of our Police ar

rangements is occasioned not only by the want of all ce ope vain, n 

on the part of the people, but in many instances by their active

16
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.opposition. In some cases the wealthy natives themselves are 

the greatest obstacles- to a good Police. Much of the inefficiency 

of the Police-! also arises from the protect* n  afforded todhco its 

by persons of apparent respectability among the natives. We 

are told that in the Maldah district, A, who is a notorious receiver 

of stolen goods, is supposed to he connected' with a large gang 

under the protection of a man of considerable property; which 

carries on its depredations in Bhaugrilpnr, Murshedabad., and 

Maldah. The exertions of Mr. Yule in the Joint Magistracy of 

Bogoorah furnish another corroboration of this fact. He oudea- 

vourod to seise the leader of a gang of daeoits, but bis zemindar 

gave him a certificate, that there was nothing- against him, the 

Gomastah sw ore that he was -a most worthy man, and the tenantry 

wore obliged in their evidence to follow the -lead of their masters.

Mr. Yule, however, kept his eye on. the movements of the gang, 

and seized them soon, after, as they' were returning from one of 

their depredations laden with booty; and they and tho Gomastivh 

were sentenced to imprisonment in banishment. 'Mr. Yule 

punished the zemindar under Regulation VI.- of .1810 for har

bouring daeoits, but the man appealed, and the Sudder Court 

let him off. ! Ho is one’, says the Hop! rt, ‘ nf a common class,

who began life as a zemindar’s Mohcver-r—or accountant.-got

one village,.and then by harbouring daeoits, protecting thieves, 

receiving • stolen property, and screwing ids ryots, has managed 

to amass wealth arid acquire--property. There have- been-, no less 

than twenty-nine dacoitios in the Thanahs adjacent- to. the 'resi

dences- of this gang in - 1840, and in the greater pan- of them 

it is almost certain they were concerned.’ The difficulties which 

the .Police experience in the discharge of' their duties from the 

violence of powerful zemindars:is -again exemplified in Mr. Dam-

piers notice of the B---------— district,,- Where we are told that

two most violent men B and C-have-a regular jail in their house 

in. D. They have persons watching the movements of the Magis
trates and Police; and although the fact is notorious, rtoMagisferatc 

has yet, succeeded: in detecting .them.” 2'he Ft,tend of India, 
October 8, 18’j0.
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“ Who can say for a certainty, that a resident zemindar is ever 

ignorant of the conmiisshm of crime near him, or that he is not 

in nine cases out of ten.a sleeping- partner in the spoil...Tt .(the 

fa hire of Police) is because the zemindars bribe them into a 

taste foi bribery, or frighten- them into an hereditary ami chronic 

dread of zomind&ri vengeance. It is because . the Indian zemin

dar is the very reverse of, the English iandholdor, has a fellow- 

feeling for every rascally thief, and..receiver of .stolen goods ; and. 

urged by this follow-feeling,.and perhaps too a share in the plun

der, as well as - by an innate dislike to all fairness or consider&tie* 

for the public weal, does his best to. screen, offenders from justice, 

and to prevent- the State from arresting crime. It is not because 

our Police are inherently and naturally more corrupt than Police 

elsewhere,— for they are uot, and if not so bold, are far more 

clever and cunning; but it is because the zemindar and his ryots 

combine to pay him as little as they .can, and to prosecute him 

and all that belong to him, should ho annoy them by performing 

his duty.” A C orre^ on d en t o f  the F rien d  o f  In d ia , December 
10 , 18-M5.

“ On this subject (Police) the remarks of Mr. MoNeile are ad

mirable and exhaustive. ‘ The great radical evil/ he writes, which 

has hitherto so greatly weakened the arm of the executive in 

dealing with crime, is one much wider in its character than the 

upder-payment. of village watchmen. It is the utter inability of 

the public authorities to secure the co-operation of the people in 

the •administration of the law. This waut of co-operation may, no 

doubt, be partly ascribed, as it has been often ascribed,, to the 

' fear ■ existing among the people of the exactions of the regular 

Police, and to their aversion from all the other annoyances of a 

criminal investigation and trial. But it Is in great part owing to 

the operation of a power, which is established throughout the 

land with a far firmer root in the minds and habits of the people 

than the whole authority of Government. This is the power of 

the landholders. aud their local agents, whose reign, silently ac

quiesced in, extends to every home -in. every village in the country, 

and whose influence is used in support of, or in antagonism to, the .
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law, just as may appear to be most advantageous to their interests. 

There are two ways-in dealing with lids im peritm i in -m-perm: 
one is to subvert it, the other is to. recognise, confirm, and work 

through it. Hitherto we have been paradoxically working in 

both directions.' ” The Calcutta R eview , vol. LVL, p.p. 99-100.

“ The responsibilities imposed on the landholders bv our 

law Dfll attach to them in their integrity. The power of discharg

ing these responsibilities has, however, been very seriously impaired, 

und in. tact necessarily diminishes, though almost imperceptibly, 

through tire g ro wth of public hpibion in the Mofussil year by year-.

It is still very great. It is, indeed, all too powerful For it ia 

Undeniable, that such influence as remains is more usually exer

cised in opposing and thwarting the Police than in assisting their 

endeavours, Our' Magistrates, moreover, have' net the practical 

means of in listing upoti a due discharge from landholders of their 

responsibilities. It "may have been suggested to restore to the 

zemindars their old -authority as public officers under Government,

But such a measure is now obviously out of the question. Only 

one course is before us, and that is to sweep away the whole body of 

this anomalous legislation, which imposes burdens, which it is uii- 

desirahle that any subject should have strength to bear.” Ibid.,
p.p 100-101.

Mr. Monro, the Inspector-General of Police, in his ‘Report for 

the Year lb IT, p. 38, says:-—“' It is with reference to this crime 

(rioting and unlawful assembly) that the culpability of those 

classes, who ought to aid the Police in preserving order, and who 

do not, so. assist, iVconspicuous, and equally conspicuous with their 

culpability is- the impunity with ' which they continue to commit 

crime. So long as the zemindars can. abet -and instigate such crimes 

without being punished' in their persons fm so doing, so long it 

will be extremely difficult for the Police to put a stop to them ; 

but although, much assistance can he gi ven by Magistrates acting 

vigorously under.- Chapter XXXVII, against landholders and their 

.Amlaiysuch measures of- repression are not taken to the extent, 

which is required for the. preservation of peace,..Those results (of 

Session's trials) are very unsatisfactory. It- must be remembered,
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however, that in such riot caa.es connected with land, it is ex

tremely difficult.'to get the evidence of unbiassed witnesses.'; wit

nesses, even., when procured.are.easily- tampered with and bought 

over to deny what they said before the Police or before the Magis

trate- ; those who dp adhere to the statements are subjected to 

most stringent cross-examination from barristers and vakeels,

• , whom the landholders, the parties generally interested in such 

eases, invariably employ (and Bengali witnesses, as a rule, stand 

severe, cross-examination badly); and the whole influence of the 

zemindars is brought over to bear in every way against the 

successful prosecution of such cases, whether by intimidation, bri

bery, or corruption. With such powerful, adverse influences to 

contend against, success in prosecuting riot cases at the Sessions is 

not easy of attainment.’

The Commissioner., of Ohota Nagpur Division says:-—  

''When the zemindars profit so far fry their education as to 

cease being bribe-givers, the educated Police will cease being bribe

takers; when zernindari A mlah cease to look upon oppression as a 

legitimate concomitant of power, our Police Amiah will cease to 

t hink harshness to villagers and. abuse of their amhority excusable, 

when semmdari peons, Post Office poadahs, Civil Court process-ser

vers, and Chaprassies, cease exacting douceurs in the shape of 

khoraki tidahana, or salam i, our Constables will cease demanding 

from the people anything in excess of their wages, I do not de

fend such malpractices; l condemn them, and would punish those 

who commit them with unsparing severity. But such malpractices 

as X have referred to above exist as a custom of the country , and 

the Police, like other natives of the country, commit them, and 

they will continue to commit them, in my opinion to some extent, 

in spite of the restraints of discipline and the vigilance of their 

superior officers, as long as the commission of such offences i.s cus

tomary amongst natives of the country, who are not in the Police.”

The Beyvgal Pul ice .Report, p. 123.
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The Insecurity of P rope tty.

'

‘ tii the f/me of Maharajah Ram Krishna (of Rajshahi) crime 
was very'rife, there was little or no security of lif, and property.’ 
Thefts, butglaiy, ami daooity, were very prevalent.. .The conni
vance and collusion-of the Police, and the assistance and protection 
afforded by the Nnibs and Gonnistahs of the zemindars, enabled t.he 
da,coirs to pursue their nefarious avocations with impunity. Not 
o tly the zennndari Amlah bat several petty landholders were re
ceivers of stolen property; and as they were in the habit of melt
ing down gold and silver ornaments as soon as they came into 
possession of the"same, it was difficult to identify the articles. 
Several families'in—-— -----and other villages in KajVhaihi accu
mulated wealth by receiving stolen property. The ignorance and the 
negligence *»f the Magistrate' as well as his utter want of experi
ence of the manners aud customs of the people, At as another cause 
of the insecurity enjoyed by the daedits and murderers. Thu 
Shefrstadar was often the derfiicto Magistrate,';and his master was 
a tool in his hands. He could not only '‘ decree and dismiss’-in 
civil cases, but acquit ’prisoners charged with the gravest offence.

Mr. R. StvacKey thus-'- reports to Stabler Court the pro valence 
of crime in Rajshahi:—

1 . ‘‘ It is with much diffidence that I address the Nmamufi 
Adalat on the present.occasion, for i have to propose measures, 
the nature, of which they are, I know, generally averse to.

2. As tinr Nuarnut Adalat, the Government,.'and the people 
of' the country, look to the Judges of Circuit as well as to the 
Magistrates for the establishment of an efficient Police, I consider 
it to he my duty to call the attention of the Sudder Court to this 
Subject.

3. I do not wait till the end of the circuit, when, in the 
course of official routine, I should have to make a report to the 
Court; because the evil, which 1 complain of, ‘is great and increas
ing, and every instant of delay serves only to furnish new victims 
to the atrocities, which arc daily practised.
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4. That tlacoity is very prevalent in Raj shall i, has been often 
stated ; but if its vast extent wore known, if the scenes of* horror, 
the1 murders, the btlfnifjgS, the excessive ent ities, which are 
continually perpetrated here, wore properly represented to (to,, 
vernment, I am confident, t hat some rneii.sures would he adopted to 
remedy the evil; certainly .there is not an individual belonging to 
the Government, who does not anxiously wish to save the people 
from robbery and massacre, yet the situation of the people is not 
sufficiently attended to. It cannot be denied that, in point of 
fact, there is no protection, for persons or propertyand that the 
present wretched, mechanical, inefficient system of Police is a 
mere mockery.

5. The Dacoits know much'better' than we know how to 
preserve their power; they have with- great • success establish
ed a.respect-for their order by.speedy, certain, ami severe punish
ments, and by judicious arrangement® for removing obstacles and 
for facilitating' the execution of their.plans.

0. Such is the state of things, which prevails m most of the 
Zblahs in Bengal; but in. this it is much worse than in any other 
I have seen; I am fully persuaded, that no civihaed' country ever 
had so bad a Police, as that which R&jshnhi has at present;

This Report is dated ISTator, 13th June 1808,- and addressed 
to Mr. William Butterworth Bayley, the then Registrar of the 
Sadder Court.” The Calcutta R ev iew , vol. L VI„ p. 1.0.

“ Speaking generally, there has been grout disregard of rights 
in Bengal.” William Henry T>ant, Esq. Aimver to Question 
%08Q. Minutes of Evidence, lie.vemce. Odmmbrm, 1832.

“ Are the Committee' to conclude from your answer, that you 
think that the cultivators in the older provinces (Bengal, Buhcr, 
mid Orissa,) where the Permanent Settlement prevails,' are so com
pletely under the jurisdiction of the -zcinindan:, that they have 
little or no security in the property which , they cultivate' ?--( Cer
tainly; I think that the operation <>f the Iiegidations (I‘. rmanent 
Settlement Regulations) has been rich as to remler the situation 
of the ryots generally in Bengal very insecure in-the enjov merit 
of their laud.” Thomas Furiesquc, Esq. Ibid. 2274- Ibid.
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" By the Regulations of the zemindar! settlement, the zemin
dars were exempted from the maintenance.of the Police, which gave 
them a plea for seizing on the lands appropriated to that purpose.
I. conceive that much of the d acuity we hear of, owed its origin to 
the dispossession of the proprietors of their' lands,, Thus dispos
sessed they collected ip bands, and made war on the v illages wherein, 
their rights were taken away. 1 draw this conclusion -from 
what J have read, and from the conversations I-have had with per- 
son.s from Bengal, such as, Mr. ..Fortesque and others. Such ap
pears .to mu to have been the origin of that peculiar system of 
gang-robbery, and that much of it arose out of the .znmiwdari set
tlement. Colonel J. Briggs, Ibid f  167. Min utes of JKvidence. 
8Cect .Committee of the House of Lords, IddO,

During the era of Mahomedan rule, these scum and offscour
ings (dacoits) of village society wore prevented from consolidation 
oito the pestilential and dangerous embodiments, go which the 
fosterment mid patronage of the modern landholders ham raised 
them. In those days banditti were to be found, doubtless, in vast 
numbers, and terrible was their scourge. But then, depredation 
was the law of the land, and the reprisals against them were pro
portionately se vere. They were'constantly slaughtered, mutilated, 
and impaled alive, by thou sands and tens of thousands, and the land- 
holder, on whose estates they were cund, seized and executed In 
those days, they were never allowed to remain unmolested in the 
tranquil bosom of village life to spread terror and demoralization 
arppu$. Every true man’s hand was against them—-their abode 
was in impenetrable forests and impregnable forts, and a spirit 
of resistance amongst the peasantry made their trade one of danger 
an-d uncertainty.

It now rema ins for us to shew, in this.respect'of this portion, 
of our task, vis, the setting forth, the real relations between the 
modern landholders and the peasantry, the great secret of the ab
solute impunity enjoyed by these bad men—an impunity which 
not only screens from the vengeance of the law proper, were there 
such a thing in Judia, but arms them with mi irresistible power 
to multiply and direct every element of crime to their own profit
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a mV the gratification of that illimitable eapamry Inherent in'.ad
venturers divorced from every human tie, which can inflict 
remorse.

In the first place it will be found,-that the landholders in 
every district of Bengal have established a reign ' of terror not 
very remotely analogous „to that of the Rohespieman era- of the 
French Revolution', its foundations are the same, 'viz, an unlimi
ted command of false witnesses, and a tribunal from which is prac
tically banished every check, which can distinguish a (,’ourt of 
Law from a butcher's shambles. Against the combined treachery 
of every agent, by whom he is surrounded, what caji avail the 
most angelic character of a solitary English youth of five and 
twenty, isolated in a vast district as large as the throe Ridings of 
Yorkshire.” The Calcutta Review, vol. I., p.p. '.194-0(5,

“ t shall mention what I consider to be' some of the chief 
causes of the immerse number of dacoities now taking place.

The wrotehed pufcnee system. 'So winch has been written on 
tliis suhje dy that it is hardly necessary to say more. I need only 
state that 1 do not know of any populous country with a sublet
ting system, wherein misery and crime do not exist in abundance.
XhigMi and Burdwan, the head quarters of the pufcnee systcfti, are 
the head quarters of dacoiti, and it will he found, that a, large por
tion of the Oaeoits in these districts reside in small putnee tenures.
These fads ought to settle the doubts of all parties.

Almost every native with any money forthwith starts a pawn
broker's shop, ami thu-i property acquired by dacoity can be dis
posed of -without " hie, The Sirdar Dacoits make ananoenumts 
with the'receiver, v ho is ready to take the property, mid dispose of 
it on Its arrival immediately after (he robbery. X lutve heard of a 
receiver, who was such a ‘ top sawyer' in his profession, that he 
used to fix on a spot, to which he sent a podder and coolv to meet 
the gang and bring in the stolen goods. This man's 'character IBs 
been well-known fur a long time; but he is still at large, for no 
evidence can he found against him.

The utter inefficiency of the Police taken as a body There are 
a very few excellent individual Police Officers in Bg'ngal, but what

17
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cm  they do? Each Thanah has on an average a Barrgah, a Mo- 

herer, a Jemadar, and 15 or 20 Biwlumdozes to take caw of

1,00,000 people, and a precious mess they make of it The numer

ous Chowfeeedars paid with laud in lien of wages, born and bred iu 

tihe villages, where they are employed, would, if honestly and properly 

paid, make splendid Policemen, for they must -know of all the 

movements of bad characters, but from their land they receive a 

wretched pittance, and as they cannot be both good cultivators as 

wed as good watchmen, they generally prefer trying to be the 

former as it best suits their interests. Almost alt Chowkeedara are 

connected with gangs of Dncoits, and information icgardirg houses 

where good booty is to be -had, is generally given by them.” A  
Coi'vcspO’Ttdf'iit o f the F rien d  of Im lu i, A p ril o, ?<Sf9 .

“ The Head Executive Officer is the Divisional Commissioner 

who, in consideration ol the power and extent of ioiritoty he is .hi 

charge of, might be called a ternforuil bureaucmtist undci certain, 

restrictions of a civilized Oovermpent. Under him are the Distnet 

Magistrates of his Division with their subordinates, through whom 

lie is to receive every inhumation of the people iu. the.Mofussil 

committed to his. cave, and whose interests he is at all events to 

look for, which if He could not, for the pressure of routine business', 

do.himself,.He .might with: little condescension do of the wcil-fo-do 

men of his district, who, if invited from time to time after the 

model of the plan of His Hop or, the Lieutenant-Governor of 

Bengal, would gladly impart to him the state of' the much neg

lected people and their wan.ts.. The information thus collected, he 

might see whether it would, tally with- the report of the Magistrate. 

What shall I say of the people in the Mofussib when even their 

lives and property are not secure? Such is the slackness in .the ad

ministration of justice. Security in what one earns by the sweat of his 

brow, is the backbone of the whole social fabric, because security 

no individual can do without, being the most-indispensable*?* all 

necessaries. And this security we have not in the Mo.fuss.il, The 

territorial ain-tc- raif* of Qprnvvallis are the £oul— 11olcL is oi the

people iii the Mofussib 
*  * ' *
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The Magistrate, indeed, although lie is'nnt exempt from the 

pressure - of ..routine business, Serves him as his informant, beoaus® 

he is seen once in every year:in winter to come out on an excursion 

tl»rough the district over which he presides. But what has been 

seen of him in his winter tour, I am in a position to say that'he 

is in a sad dereliction of duty, because■ ho .lacked dutywhich for

bids side-leaning. Although there is no identity of interests be

tween him and the people over whom he presides, and svho always 

look up to him as the guardian of their temporal interests, ha 

should, considering the moral responsibility and the pay he receives 

at'all'-events-, see the interest'of all alike, and not of those only who 

can court his favour, and have an easy access to him. The result 

of bis winter tour as has been seen, produces no other visible 

effect, than an interview with the zero mil ar, at whose garden-house he 

resit!usi and a flying visit to the winter crops1 o£ the country. 

When he intends to pay a visit to the Mofusaii, the zemindars are 

informed, who, as a matter of course, make every arrangement for 

his reception. They adorn their garden-houses, where he would, 

reside, keep the roads clean, and send ’order to Wilson to supply 

his table with delicacies. The expenses thiisjacumd for the recep

tion and to give biik^kin (rewards), to his servants, would all go on 

the head of the poor ryot,-being included in the miscellaneous tax 

calleC. MalJmt lie comes and the zemindar is at bis heels,;and 

after a day or two he packs himself off with the golden opinion, 

that aiips right in the Mofussil.

Will the people go to him or|he io the people? The first part 

of the 'quost.iou'fiiiust (lie answered negatively. The people down-* 

trodden, be.ing’s under the despot ic sway of the territorial aristocrats 

are too timid to approach the vyhite laces with their grievances. Be

sides the zemindar is a terror to them, who on the least suspicion 

of then being moved in that direction, would bring ruin on their 

head. Indeed, many families have been ruined for having gone to Court.

Say, Mr. Editor, that you- will* give me space. I would give you 
hundreds of instances to draw tears*from your eyes. .Besides dis

tance and dearness of’ law, ignorance U nut a lefts co-operator.
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Mow if the- people are intellectually dull and timid to come up 
to ifao Magistrate with their grievances, it would be the duty of 
the Magistrate to cotne up to them and ask—-‘ How they are 
under the British Government?’ Colonel Dalton should be a 
rin d el to ail Magistrates. He was a friend to the Coles aud 
loved them sincerely. He was seen in their cottages enjoying- 
mirth in their home-bred ale. If the Magistrates had cbndes- 
conded to converse with the ryots in their hovels, and educate 
them ii! their political rights, their condition would long before 
have been improved. The gap between them and the ryot should 
be narrowed to the possible extent.” A G'orreffpondewi of ike 
Indian Mirror, January dO, 1877.

The Operation of Lord OormwMis’s Code as it Affected* the Ryot*.
“ To enable the proprietors to fulfil their engagements with 

the Government, it was, likewise, deemed expedient to vest them 
with certain 'extra judicial powers of great extent Over their 
tinder-farmers and tenants (for • the ryots, under the operation of 
the.Code, can be considered in no other light than as tenants-at- 
wiil) by which they were authorized - to' attach them crops and all 
personal property (tools'and materials of manufacture, cattle, seed- 
cbrtt, and imp] emeu Is of husbandry excepted) without reference to 
the Courts of Law, and to cause.the same to be sold by the ‘ kazee’ 
or other person appointed for the purpose in liquidation of the 
arrears. It was supposed, that no undue or improper exercise 
of those powers would be resorted to in consequence of the 
severity of the penalties provided ; but as these penalties could 
ho on forced only on proof being given in a Judicial Court, an 
injured ryot, with neither time or money to spare, is ii! able 
to bear the expense of both, which the institution of a suit and 
the necessary attendance involve; the chances of."impunity are 
very much in favour of the oppressor, and those chances are 
enhanced by the denuncltdion of punishment for unfounded 
cbm plaints, while the Code iUelf opposed an almost insuperable, 
obstacle to the production of proof, by rendering it difficult, if 
not impossible, for the - ryot to summon the mniudari Arulah to
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su W ith* to hi* plaint. On the other hand, the Rdwrity of the 
penalties: tor resistance of attachment ami vot the a mu', ai i>.i 
f rate intent; transfer of the property, with intent to evade it, t<b 
gother with the certainty of their being on orn-d by summary 
process, rendered opposition hopeless. Tho, ryots were subse
quently'subjected to further severities, ami were rendered liable 
to personal arrest ami ' imprisonment—• then- doors to be forced 
open by the Police, ami their houses entered, in search of dis- 
trainfcblo property ; in the event of their being endamaged by 
the decision passed after the issue of summary process, they 
could obtain redress only by instituting a civil action, the expense 
anil delays attendant on which (arising out of the latitude ot 
appeals in a great measure)- opposed obstacles, which, to a poor 
man, may be as insm-mountabb-. If a sale of the proprietor’s 
estate, iti satisfaction for arrears of revenue, took place, the safe 
cancelled: all previous obligations between him and the ryot, mm 
tho zemindars took frequent ail vantage of this claim by forcing 
a sale, solely to enable them to re-purchase, under a fictitious- 
name, and to raise' the rents fixed under former stipulations at 
a lower rate.

The necessity for these hard measures is said to h*ve been 
indicated by defalcations of the revenue by the zemindars and 
other newly created exclusive; proprietors, which they ascribed 
to the extreme difficulty alleged to have been experienced by 
them in realizing their rents from their under-fanners and 
tenantry. The preambles to the Regulations- would induce the 
belief, that their complaints were well-grounded; there are, 
however, strong reasons for supposing, that much of the mischief 
arose from their own oppressive conduct and mismanage!) tni 
For instance, the newly created proprietors are known to have 
taken every advantage of the privilege conferred upou them 
of letting out their estates; their farmers redefe the"' farms 
in small portions to others; and ns the object of all parties 
was to make the best of their bargains, and as the gains of 
each were drawn from tho cultivating classes, the means 
of those last became insufficient to answer the heavy demands
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made upon them; they fell in, arrears to the middlemen, these 
again to the formers, wlio could net fulfil their engagements with 
the zemindars, and'a defalcation of the Government revenue was 
the necessary result. In many instance's, the zemindars gave large 
■portions of .land at a quitrent to their immediate, relations, and 
raised the rates upon the other ryots to cover the deficiency, a 
piece of -oppression which -they- were aut horized to .inflict, as the 
latter were- in a great measure placed out. of the protection, .of the 
law, in consequence of their being unwilling to accept the leases, 
which the zemindarswore directed to grant- to them, with the u&U 
jiumm-and arbitrary cesses consolidated into one sum, under the, 
well-founded conviction, that in subscribing such engagements 
they would bo. resigning'rights, which they had hitherto-deemed: 
and, on the most substantial grounds, to be strictly-allodial.

.-It-had;been, in the hod.instance, declared, .that Regulations 
lor the protection and welfare of the ryots anil other cultivators 
would be enacted, hut none have ever been effectually passed res
toring them to any of their rights-; ev en the. single- stipulation 
(Vril. 171)3, cl. 2, awe. 60, LI. 1795, sec 10) most in. their favour,, 
which vvns intended to prevent the zemindar from raising the 
rents of khoodeasht ryots, was so worded, that, it gave every 
zemindar the means.of enhancing his demands at pleasure.

In. the pot rah prescribed by the Code, the. illegal cesses were, 
consolIdated with the v̂ siU or authorized and, prescriptive rates , 
the ryots did not acknowledge the existence of a right to levy any
thing in addition to the regular established rate-—the abwabs we.ro 
psactionSj which were submitted to of necessity, but- which, as 
they were not sanctioned by the law, as. it. formerly stood, could 
not, according to (heir notions, bo ..enforced by legal, means, unless 
they acquiesced in the demand. ■

Supposing the ryot to- have subscribed to. the recordhof his. 
future, vassalage, ho obtained no permanent benefit by his. submis
sion : the rate of average standard of rents paid m the -kergmumh 
might, at any time, be easily raised by compelling several of the 
inferior cultivators to take khomar or waste laud at enhanced 
rates, and thus to raise the average of the village rates (this



(f(g>) ■ . (fiT
t ' v g  y • ■ . i3 1 j

f  1 S3 ). . .  ■ .̂ ... -,•• . gw • ;■ ' ' . . ' . ' - . . '"v̂  7 ;;w | ’t, :'

was,'find is, the common practice of the mu in da in in Bpugalb 
.and after the expiration .of throe years, the oldest ryot, might be 
compelled, by an action at law, to pay die same.

Proof of collusion would be assumed from -an'.excess-, of land 
above the .-quantity specified in the pot-tab, 01 from the insertion' 
of lower rates than are usually-levied from lands 'capable of hearing 
the superior species of agricultural produce, though the one might 
have'.resulted from careless measurement, and the latter bom the 
improvement of superior. land, originally incapable' of producing 
the -more valuable descri ptions of produce, by the more .assiduous, 
or a scientific cultivation .of the occupant; it has been said, that 
many zemsudavs. purposely inserted low rates and smaller quanti
ties .-of land than were actually hold, in order to forward Umir own 
view, a procedure which is not improbable.

The lease afforded no protection against the consequences of
a. general Pergurmah measurement, by-any .manoeuvres of the des
cription given, a real.or fictitious enhancement of rents had been 
established, or, after a public sale of the grantee's interest-and 
title in satisfaction for arrears of revenue, (The,Cku*nwaliis’s.-Code 
limited the period of a lease by a proprietor to the ryot, to ten. 
years; this limitation was subsequently .abolished).

A. zemindar could- only be compelled to abide by the tenor of 
•the pot tali by a civil action, which might be kept pending by the 
usual.course of legal artifice for a period corcxtensive with - the 
unexpired term of the lease itself, and the ryot would, in the 
.meantime, starve for his presumption in venturing.to assert wind 
even the Code admits to be his just "rights and - privileges; In 
point of. law a nd fact, the ryot can claim under the provisions of 
Lord Cornwallis’s Code no rights at all; for the few privileges he 
may enjoy, he is indebted entirely to the forbearance, or to the fears 
of his taskmaster, the .zemindar.

It is a most- extraordinary cireunistari.ee,. that averse as the 
people have shown themselves to any innovation, the utter 
annihilation of the rights and interests of by far the larger 
portion of the community, should not have been followed by ». 
reaction at once destructive-of the Code. •



■ p W ’ : Q,\
V ' ■  'fobs .'

1 lfl,)  n  V
Did the effeminate' timidity of the Bengalee character pre- 

■ elude ml .idea-of resistance f Of was the letter and spirit of the 
Code- misunderstood ? The latter was, in all probability, the 
case; for the insnn.eci:lous in Mymenshigh and Rajshahi prove, 
•that Bengalees will-resist • oppression In the course of no very 
..lengthened period, the Courts 'were overwhelmed by the petitions 
of the -ryots against the zemindars, and of the complaints of the 
latter against' the former ; the zemindars, anxious to avail' them
selves of any subterfuge, to account for their fain re - to fulfil 
■their engagements, would - seem to have succeeded in inducing a 
belief,- that their embarrassments were mainly attributable' to the 
attendance of themselves and their agents at the Courts to 
answer the groundless or malicious complaints made against- them 
by the ryots; for it was subsequently- enacted, ‘ that if any ryotv , -should wantonly, and without due cause, summon, or' cause" to be 
summoned, before the Courts of Justice, the chief or subordinate 
officers of the zemindars employed in collecting the rents, 'as wit
nesses, he should be Liable to an action for damages with- costs - 
and that all ryots, who should prefer litigious- or groundless coni- 
plaints against the zeiuindars, should be punished by finfoarid impri
son moot!’ This law, there is reason to believe, has prevented .many 
complaints on the part of the ryot's from reaching-the ears of the 
Judicial Officers; or of the Government; the most competent 
witnesses, in support of charges of undue exactions and oppres
sions, were the. very agents of the zemindars, whom the law made 
it dangerous to summon ; and as the law declared the plaintiff 
obnoxious to punishment for an unfounded charge, the ryots seem 
to. have-considered themselves precluded from obtaining justice 
for any -minor act of oppression.

' The extreme propensity evinced by the natives -to litigation.1 
has often -been quoted—ofteuer urged in excuse for tire measures . 
of severity resorted to with a view of preventing' what appears to 
be an evil of unlimited-extent; one of the least reprehensible is 
the Stamp Regulations, which prescribe, that all complaints must 
bo prepared on stamp papor-of a prescribed value. Perhaps the 
native character is not sufficiently understood :—may not the
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overwhelming 'accumulation of civil causes be, with greater jUhtibe, 

attributed to the oftrHs ».f a (.‘ode ill clapp'd to the genius- ttlid 

prejudices of flic people (bah to their love of logoi strife ? That 

an increase of ermmia'lil v in Bengal, especially where the result 

of the operation' of the (lode has been more severely felt, ofay he. 

ascribed to it, no1 one, who has had 'Opportunity o':t seeing its eftiects 

upon the minor orders of the agrieu 1 turn!'community, will deny.

P/actical experience of its merits fully proves, that it has 
failed to gain for the Government the love of the most quiet and 
submissive portion of its subjects, while? tbb influence possessed 
by the very powerful class of exclusive' proprietors created by the 
1 ‘ode, has more frecpiendy beep exerted to counteract the' v’ ms 
of the ruling powe-r than to support its interests. Much Might 
be said upon, this haameli of the subject; if is by no means clear, 
that t;bp" transfer'of the -right's'of the auclent allodial proprietors to 
a race-of htered’t^tv tax-gatherers' and: 'clerks ter British - houses ffl' 

agency,-aud sircars and 'moonslieds --from the Writers’ Ru lidirigs, 
has boeii productive- of' either- advantage or fbpntat'on to the 
British, name. H A lx -m o ir - 07/ th e  'JLht/nd ' Hov&n-ux- ’ % 'tid  •' P i 'i ' i i c i -  

plea of T a xa tion , p p. 99-1 Oil

■ ■ Tax DprfrAi'tmfrMf## tit Torii ( (tovie.
V:-; *' Tin system of assesememf presej's bed hv the Cod. in the
Prst .-and -eigh th ‘Kog'ttl&tronsipf 1793, i's Tip posed'to every principle 
of efficient fiscal management. It prohibited all reference "to- the 
.detailed accounts of -.assessable assets in each eotatq, which had 
■formed the basis of ail previptis asŝ fesmentP. •’ By prohibiting 
measm-ernen'ts, it- prevonioti t-he revenue mithorifkis from 'obtaining 
informations to the actual extent-'‘an'd'bouddhrics of the estates 
conferred upon the members of the 1 haded aristocracy. By fixing 
in perpetuity, ?s the revenue of each estate, the Government 
share of the ' reptah .of-cultivated land only, The claim:., 'of the 
{State?to any -revenue oir the vaist: tracts of .uncultivated and waste 
.land, within the limits of estates ia the .permanently- assessed 
provinces,:' arc barred 'for over. And as the limits of these: estates 
bordering upon forests,. wore-.not correctly defined at the period

1.8
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o f  the format ion of the . settlement., opportunities have been 

afforded to their proprietors of asserting titles-'to very large por

tions of land, which equitably belonged to the State,

I t. etna wed upon the Government the.. whole, expense of pro
viding for the protection of the increased population, which- the 
culture of the waste land has induced, while it has alienated the 
source of re-ini bursement.

It has legalized an enhancement of the revenue upon the 
cultivating .classes, though- the State is precluded from deriving 
any advantage from the additional burden imposed upon the most 
interesting class of its subjects.

The landed aristocracy very early took, ad vantage of their 
privileges of creating under-tenures, t-ulooks, at, -low rates of rent, 
in favour of their relatives, .connections, and dependents, and even 
in -their own names. This procedure materially affected the value 
of an estate, if it were put up to sale in satisfaction of arrears.

A vast field for fraud and chicanery was opened to.-, designing 
persons, under the provisions of the earlier Regulations regarding 
partition, and the door is not yet closed against deception and 
trick by the later enactments in modification of them.

It was, and ever has been, easy to bribe the native deputies 
appointed for measuring the portions* as the salaries allowed to 
them have never been -so high obviate, all pretext for.corrup
tion; and some of the later Regulations have added to the evil 
by rendering it illegal to grant them, in remuneration of their 
services, anything in-excess of a fixed percentage, not on thevalm., 
or evc-n on the rental of the estate to be divided, but on the 
jamnia or Government revenue, which, especially in those lands 
where frawh.is most likely to be attempted, is,frequently' not one- 
hundredth of the value, .or 120th of the rental* of.the-property to 
be divided!

Availing themselves of the privilege granted by the Code of 

selecting their own portions, and-of making their own partitions, 

the proprietors were mid are in the constant practice of combining 

to burthen the unproductive parts of the divided estate with the 

heaviest portion of the revenue,, by which 'means the smallest
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amount, of revenue became leviable from the most productive 

shares of ihe property ; and then by arranging among them

selves for the payment Of the whole revenue tor ten years, the 

porcmmrs , nominally separated can, after that period, give up 

to sale the unproductive part of the property burdened with the 

heaviest portion of revenue, and rc-unite as owners in common 

of the richer share with least revenue. The worthless portion 

is put up for sale at. the Jumma recorded, and ri no one pur

chases it, it falls on the hands of Government, and its revenue is 

lost for ever i The extent of the unproductive land originally 

funning parts of estates fraudulently sub- divided, and intentionally 

bmthened with the greater portion of the permanent revenue 

of the whole, and left purposely hi balance, to enable tue pro

prietors to get rid of them, and to retain possession of the more 

valuable portions at a trifling quit rent, is truly alarming 1 It is 

all left upon the hands of the Government, and-the revenue of 

if lost for ever! Vast tracts ol waste -and forest laud not ot igi- 

tuillv belonging' to the estates of the proprietors, who brave, by 

availing themselves of the opportunities tend evert by the ■ ode, 

got into possession of them, have, in like manner, been lost for 

ever to the Htate.

Tin; greatest portion of the nijjof-e and ch'ikmv- lands 

merged in the jurisdictions acquirtd by the landed aristocracy 

under the Perpetual Settlement! without being accounted tor, and 

are held by them absolutely without payment, they having;ejected 

the public servants (Police, &<■ ,) who -formerly, .held them, and. 

who having no other means of subsistence, became robbers.

(Reg. VI11., 170.3, sees. :}{>, 40 and 41.)

there- cd'-ied no reason whatsoever for sanctioning, as the 

Code does, the irregular and illegal alienations of the revenue, by 

the revenue contractors and local officers: the amount of revenue 

lost for ever by the alienations m oite district alone, (ilurdwan), 

exceeded £30,000 per annum.

Under the ancient regime, there was an office of account in 

each village held by a fum tjonaiy denominated, putwarco: this 

person was appointed by the Mulguzars with - he. consent of the
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iu habitants of the gluee; it was his. duty to keep .open accounts 
with' - every individual cultivator or tax.-payer in the village set
ting, fort?!, the .stock; live or dead, in his possession; the quantity 
of land he., held, and the several qualities of the soil, and the 
course of crops; the several descriptions of produce raised upon 
it; each .yfcav • the' amount of tax payable ; the amount, of cesses, 
ordinary or extraordinary, levied on the ryotq ; the. - sums co.uk i- 
huted, and the statement of the balances duo; those details were 
entered in 4 books, each being a chock upon the other;, the whole 
was entered i,n abstract in 5th or ledger, from which the hiutfo- 
hood statement or. details of past, and present, assets, and the 
vxm-l bahm or account of payments made and thq• arrears -due, 
on account of the revenue and cesses, were computed at the close 
of the-year ; these details were recorded in the Pergiinpah canon- 
go’s office qffer copies had been taken for the zemindar's, use; 
these documents,; if properly kept, afforded a faithful record of 
agricultural aud . fiscal management and details,, which . could 
not be easily altered, or changed without discovery. By the 
provision of the Code, the canongo ysUblishniont. was • abolished 
as usehissthe check upon the putwaree papers was thus
< lest royed, .. ,, '1® * . i %

■The Code demands. that tin landed aristocracy shall keep 
the putwarec,s under a - heavy penalty; but it did not provide 
jneura for compelling the new proprietors to employ these officers, 
even to permit them to have access to the true village accounts; 
the lauded aristocracy thought proper to appoint their own. 
Gomastahs or accountants to whom the recording of all facts 
regarding village management was entrusted, and delivered to the 
•putwave.es for production before the Law Courts and Revenue 
Chi teller ies such spmdous accounts as best suited their own views.
As the putwavoes were allowed to have no others*. these are the 
0T1[V detailed slatt mcTits of fiscal management obtainable m 
Bengal They are worse than useless to the Law Courts, because 
they misled the judicial authorities, and they are equally mis. 
cluevouk as m u ir  records, as tending io false inferences am! 
unfair estimates, a,mi arc .ruinous, to the interest of the. ryots, who
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can scarcely .ever have the means < < refuting there fallacies and 

mis-statements.

The pptaviinyes are, indeed, declared punishable fur giving 

in false returns, and may he i ompi lied to ,.«uir to.thew nlhiity oi 

those they proditce,; .but although required to fiuiiish hbthtiu 

accounts of the statements of land and its 'produce,. haying'' 

neither access to, or the mean < of procuring, the real detailed 

statements, which the zemindars withhold, they cun only swear 

that the paper’s contain such armouries as the.landholders have 

caused their Gomasfahs to make over t > them; the putwarepa 

throughout Bongd are the creatures of the zemindar, mid. though 

paid by the. cultivating classes, are -mostly opposed to their 

interests.” A  Mem.oiv.on the L and  Ueveuu.r and  P rinciples o f  
Taxation^ p.p. 112-So,

“ There are lauds to a great extent held by persons claiming 

the ii/eo enjoyment of the fJoveriu.noat revenue under charters ot 

special exemption or assignment, of which no cm inlete record 

has ever been made ; there is also much land held by zmaimlais 

in excess of what appears in the reemds of the settlem,en.t, in 

some cases, many entire villages/’ Holt Mackenzie. A-nnwer 
to Question 2018. Mhawks o f  Evidence, Revenue, C&rmnens, 1822,

A Few Exam ples o f  Onpvevdons -of. the 'Ryots by the Zmn and < < vs.
“ Meahjaun was the inhabitant ,of a, certain village, the 

property of a, Talopkdar of Hughli.. Ho was a poor m,an, and 

except'the'land whereon. s|iOod Ins humble cottage, he had n.ot 

a single beegha for. cultivation.. He was tire son of a Moorishne, 

and supported himself by tc.aeb.ing children to read and ‘write, and 

ohmmtirig the -Koran /.luring the festivals of Edyn and Ramzan,

His Talookdar had newly come' into.possession by pup- liasc at auc

tion, and was'anxious by .screwing up the routs of all classes of 

the fom ntry to indemnify himself in a short time for the money 

ho laid out in the purchase. With this view, he served notices 

upon all-his ryots calling upon theta, to enter upon new engage

ments, or cm future thereof threatening them with 'jecUnent or 

increased re fits, and their realization by .summary arrest, of
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f.-hoil* persons, and the distraint amt sale of their goods and
ciut* t -is.

.Vte.di’la’in. who thought, himself secure in the prescriptive 
exemption of his ku<Urme tenure from all chances of increase,, 
was jftttjhet!surprised that the TaJocikdar should have thought proper 
thus-to Imre annoyed him, nv»re. especially as he was a popular 
man, and few had any cause of quarrel and disagreement with 
hint, (hu'ious to know tlue na.tute of the requisition/Meahjaun 
looked into the notice serve.I on him and was surprised to find, 
that, the demand made upon him consisted of rents for ouifcivat- 
able taiuk mu a erunt of which was in his occupancy. Ho lost 
no time to repair to the TalooLdar to remonstrate against the 
false demand. The faloohdar received him coldly, and told him 
to settle and enter into engagements with him. For what shall.
I settle with you, asked .Moabjaun, I have only a becgha in rny 
Occupancy, and for that 1 pay the stipulated rhnt, which has 
known no Change for more than twenty years. You must give 
me an increased jiimnm for ybtir land, or else you must expect 
to bo annoyed. My tepnre is old and kwUsnee, 'replied M, and 
by the laws and usages of the country, - you cannot increase rny 
rents. Whether .1 can or not, you will soon find to your cost, 
unless, you come to a settlement, replied, the Talookdar. 1 have 
paid. Rs. 5,000 for my. talook, and if through' inability to pay inv 
revenue,, it is put to auction, my property is lost for ever. One, 
two, throe, says the Collector, and the hammer knocks down our 
property, arid knocks us down indeed. Observe further, while buy 
own collections arc not above 30'per cent.,• the Government. calls 
on me for a lust of 50. Unless, you, rny ryots, enable me to meet 
the demands of the Htate, whore do I go ? Quarrel not therefore, 
but recognizing the urgency of my case, agree to a re-settlement, 
of your jum'nni, or else you know how the law w ill take its course.
.1 am fully aware of the liability underwhich the new law places 
every landholder, but surely you cannot, for that reason, enlumeu 
my rents. Yum rents must be enhanced, replied the Talookdar, 
or tilse J. cannot keep my property' from sale, I cannot consent to 
it, returned Mtahjaun, You will find it the safest course'you
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ciiou..adopt, reiterated the Taloakdar. You vecHyod.jny notie  ̂ yu  
have. the alternative Wore you of either consenting to my 
proposal or quitting .my ground. I shall do neither, retorted 
Meabjaun, You may try what the law will do for you. Saving 
this, Moaltjaun went a way.

For a week or ten. clays, nothing took, place to shew the 
direction, iu which the vengeance b.: the Talookdar was likely to 
explode. But lie had nor, been idle. One tine morning as 
Meahjau.il was sitting at his own .door, the (fppiastah of the 
Talookdar made his appearance, and asked him or arrears of 
rents. Before he could -reply, a batlge'd peon of the (kdleetomte 
entered into the scene. This is my dmzvi.ee, said the fh.mast ah, 
take him into custody. And the brawny arms of the Ohaprassee 
were upon the body of poor Meabjauti, grasping bis waist-cloth 
in a moment. - 'Becurod from flight, Meabjaun was subjected to a 
long course of abuse and violence, and dragged to the Cut- 
chi; ry of the Talookdar with bis bands bound behind him with 
a string.

Meahjaun was for the whole day confined in the Butchery,
In the evening the Talookdar made his appearance, and with, him 
his myrmidons and the Chaprassee aforesaid. Meabjaun, said 
the latter, you are my prisoner, and I ask you whether'you :cbri- 
sc-ut to enter into engagements with the Talookdar, or . to -go a 
prisoner with me to the station jail. You have had a little taste 
to-day of what you are to 'expect front contumacy, and you had 
hotter consult .your own good by timely concessions. Do von 
agree ? And as he said this, he accompanied it. with a violent push 
by way of emphasis. Meuhjann fell on his time against the 
floor, and sobbing rose up again.

Another repetition of the Talonkdar’s proposal was again met 
with a refusal. Ohaprassee, now do your duty, said the Talook- 
dar, and the Ohaprassee ' forthwith tightened the strings, which 
bound poor Meahjann’s hands, and the strain upon liis aikns beca.rne 
more painful. Lay him on his buck, continued the same com
manding voice, and. Meahjanis was laid upon . the ground. Now 
Jet one -of you ply him with the -shoe, while tin stone does its task
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upon hi;- Hu-sfc Moahjann begin to groan, a# be unde went 

this discipline. He essayed to pry ab’md, but Ids mouth wag 

gagged with, cloth; and his lliouds were rat* Out or hearing; aft’i 

reach.

That night passed sleepless to Meahjinm. \\ llmnl food, and 

with a prisoner and apart from home, where he

hud loft. ..hip wife and, young children, how .copld sleep wink in his 

eye, Jind .bring rest, .to his b dy '{ Perhaps his oppressor had 

lighted with fury on his helpless family in Ins absence, 

and by seizure, proposing plunder of his few cha ttels and mov

ables,, made his domicile di n\ its shelter to tin ir heads, who had 

none else to protect them from the sun and rain.

.The morning dawned, but to sen ,t.|io yyretohpd.. Meaiijpuu on 

hi63. way .as ff .fojou to idle idudder. Station under the escort of the 

Chyprassee. A,t tho,;close m evening, horeached town and . was 

lodged in . the house of t.hp,Ya-look tier's wgfpt. . Here again the 

scene enacted at the Outchery was played over de novo, though 

in a miniature , style, his mind, .being ;$ore p.lie.d with .throats of 

.whatmay.be done..in his. absence tow;Mms his family, than his 

back was with.blows, of which, tlipre wag much dwaiputiou., Come 

to a settlement, Moahjaiui, -tire foil is but. a tew pice from 

you,—>-aiid once there,, unless ybG bond, months will pass over 

your head, TT; rou don't p&j:. the full amount of qut domaud, 1 

have injjjfci wtioiLS to aoegpt a.compromise. Yield buy an increase, 

and i; will h, t you ,gQ. Your bad example works on , the, minds of 

the rest of the ryots, and f ypu give us but.a nominal increase, 

and on y.oiir return, to tin.; 'vdlyge, make a favorable report among 

them to. the effect, that the demands of the T,a!o.okdar have been 

decreased by the tr.l'ivuri 1 ,  T will pip: in a vgfeeuapm/vkbd the 

case will he immediately dropped against you I shall do no 

such thing, replied the firm Mnuh;aun. Then expopt the worst 

,wp can inflict upon you. ,,, , t._ . . ■

By 1.0 ",i. Meahpmis was taken before the Hevkute Officer.

l)o ycui-i contest ’the ddtoitntl made against you ? .1 do, Plan'you

lay down the amount, or will yuU give security; till a decision, -is



passed in the ['&S6 ? I- c&n tlo neither... i&<en- take ain* to 
aaiii the Collector. And the- Gfeapntasee willingly -obeyed.

Meabjauir had aow been twelve days a resident; of the jail, 
during which tim-s he was only once-tampered with by the ag-euts 
of ins • oppressor. He1 continued to resist .their proposals,. qou
thougkt it misbecame him,- to yield after haying.been brought \0
the hist resort, and so near a judicial settlement; of the differences 
Upon which he vae at ’issue with them. Bis fellovv-pijsoners 
Would sometimes dissuade him- from his resolution by a reiytyserta- 
lion -of the unrequited ’ u-dslvips to be .gone through,.even though 
at last the ease upon 'witch a man is confined should bo, proved to 
he -false, for said-they;, the law awards • no> satisfaction - for. -unjust 
arrest, and for forcible detention in jail.as ft felon, and* with u raw a» 
from - all occupation, the last often attended with consido abie loss 
’to the ryot, and sometimes-his irretrievable ruin, I have been an 
inmate of -this house for defaulters for nearly six months, said one, 
on the complaint of a person, whom I, never knew as. nay landlord, 
blit bad a quarrel with about the payment of a sum of money 
which 1 owed• him, IIo fabricated a Kabuleut, and suing: .m® 
before the Collector, bad an exparte decree ,against’ mo, while in, 
the first -instance neither m-y arrest was feed, nor the usual no-ties 
was served in niy house or. neighbourhood and .the Nazir « my i>- 
uvidoEis gave in a receipt of the notice signed by certain peppk • 
misnamed as the munduls of my toehal, who, being- in the kind- 
' holder’s "interest never let me know of the process taken out 
agairist- me. -Xu doe.course, the' engagement: wasjproved, and my 
silohec, no wonder* being taken for consent, a decree was given 
against tne for a demand, the first knowledge, of .which wsi?7dtub“ 
bed through nly backs by the peon, who arrested me,Jii-ojteeufign 
of the got-iip decree, O -Justice ; said I, hast thou , .fled̂ ĥis ■ 
earth, that I -am held in durance vile -at tho fiat oil the Jiakiru, 
who is bound to do justly. But my case admitted of no rnppdyrr 
for the helling cunning, which had contrived ■ -the,- defray* .hqdysjso 
-mode a part of the plan not to execute within the tiuieyillowed 
fo r appeal. Thus -1 am debarred flytag. from -the injustice one 
Comt to take shelter in another, the tinae of 'represcntatioiivhftying"

19 W
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p&sskd sway i'a' blind igBOismee. Thm the bolt Ml gudiksdy' 
against iiie When the summary deorbe find obtained. the IVvrce of'-an 
incontestable Vision, and the Courts Were unable to bear r&Jr cries 
for its bon-exeeutkn, unless I paid up the amount, oi took ndy 
•lodgings in' the jail, therefore I say to you, M©ahjairar cumteld, 
not with the landlord, lor the law has been made for bis couye- 
niehbe.'aiHld'or bur -coercion. This recital was followed by another 
of his coriipanioHo in adversity who declared —how .many arc 
forced to meet wijuct demands, or to execute whatever their oppms- 
soFs want thorn to do in the shape of Kabuleuvs lor land, bonds 
for money, Wo. To tel- you the truth, Meahjaoq, I am convinced 
after a -long course of experience, that the laws by which we suffer 
in common, not only assist the landlord in the realisation. <;) 
whatever he is pleased Te -call -his'just dues from ids ryots,, bit 
they also most effectual !v scirwe him in ruling, them with a rod 
,of iron. By these laws, the -new purchaser of kyid .Unaggits 
jjoor oceupaut1? authoritatively into .bk -grasp and enhances their 
rents; this wicked-' and- powerful' coerce- their .debtor, or glut their 
revekge, arresting1 the -hebdess poor under pretence of revenue- 
demands.' -TKe'hMi day it-was■abo.nt id 4. Jf.,-as be was,cooking 
bis solitary meal, his release came nnexpkokcUy upon bin?.. . The 
bearer of good news is al ways weleoini*. Acting on tins well- 
known truth, ' Site- of' tb©: -Buckmidazes of the jail, whose'-swagger
ing • insclerice towards it.1? inmates fa always indicative of the 
lore cd office? perquisites and buhkees, came with an Orflicipfls au
to our hero and said: Hallo*? 1 You are Meabjaun, are you ? Said •
the Bnrfeufcdcau I atn a poor man, replied -M.,- a»d God knows,
.j |,uvc but li-tfle ' to give, Come you, you' have this day’s kh&m- 
IcU to spend, suppose you go away a free man within half m. hour, 
would you give me your allowance for the evening ? On the 
condition stated, said Mcahjjauc, yon arowelocms to m *  b M m
•(reward)'- • At this 1 he B-ankundaz tBps highly plpô et). J -u* ywi 
Ctiehd,' said few, come «Jehg. with .mie. fh »  |>u,4U.«g; ijp.
Kk pot, fens'led by Tim -Bwhund$z ii> hhf- g#fewy of the mh 
when to his sarpwse; he saw the M*ib of the T&lw>Mar J--- .
with whom, and Meafe’s landlord, there w  * Nff « ^ P g
■ *$■ , ■ ,



ahoiH. «om« patches of boundary land. And what] qiU hay® 
brought you here, my gpod. JNaib, said M. to his visitor. Why 
\ our owase]f, said the latter, I am come to see you, and if pos
sible, to take you from this place,

Yoahjauii, with .ecstasy and gratitude at this speech, enquir
ed- And pray, how do you to effect my freedom ? That shall ho 
as you shall see tit, replied the N&ib. I have my master's orders 
ip staijd as security, and 1 have already paved the way by a 
■ru tUnl' it voh the Kaffir, and he has agreed to take me for a 
matabbar. You know there is a dispute between my master and 
ypur lidookdai ? Meahjaun said-yes. You ’know also that your 
Talpokpar has been screwing up the rents, and has akeadŷ over- 
handed several of your neighbours to whom we ' claim as our 
ryot?, f̂oahjaun nodded assent. The Haih proceeded jkffsay 
that.those had been arrested and brought to the station on de
mands of revenue to live on prisoner’s fair in the jail,-but that, 
at his masters orders, he hacf 'taken them off on security. What 
we want you to do, said the Kalb, is this: that you declare for my 
master as those have done, and then we shall for ever rescue you 
from the oppressions of the Nilarndar. The present is a particu
larly good, opportunity, continued he, as he (the Niiamdnr) is but 
recently come into possession, and will be but ill-able to substan
tiate his claim. To all this and the like pers nation, Meahiaui) 
yielded his full concurrence, and expressed ah impertinent desire 
to know thp state of bus own affairs. They are not in the best 
state,! may assure you, you shall hear ail. In the meantime, let 
me go and bring the per wanna, which will give you release from 
custody. The Naib departed, and Meahjaxm reluctauth’ returned 
to his ward to complete his last meal, at the expense of his 

. . .  oppressor. ■ ‘ ' ■ 1 ■
In the course of half an hour, the Naib returned with the 

pen wanna to the address of the Jail Darogah commanding him 
to release Meahjaun immediately from confinement.. The prisoner 
had instant «.ffice ol the advent .of this ‘ open sesame’ from the 
faithful .Burkunduz. of whom notice'has already been taken, and 
who, with outstretched hand demanded the' completion on the



part of Meah of the covenant, lie had .entered into before. 
Meal), true tolas -word, forced out the half-mina, that was to have 
•provided'for hid 'evening' meal, and joyfully .took leave of the pri
son wails in the company of his friend and fatroh, the Nail).

' 'Ongaining the" road., 'his' eager enquiry was ' what news of 
itty bod;■;/ *:No longer yours. The thatches and other movables
me attached .and advertised for sale.’ Meah staggered under the 
information. How are my family and children? Tour .family
,nt* pretty safe in your house, but your eldest son and his uncle
• arc now. quartered at the Darogah’s under a charge of theft. 'A 
charge of -theft,’ cried out Mcah as if thunderstruck, ‘ worse and 
woraesfill, now tell me at whose suit/ Are my movables attached 
pud my |>oy charged.with theft at whose t

* The Uomastab has done the first under a jumpia wasil bakee, 
and. thefTalockdarls old servant has brought forward the other. 
The Darogah has reported the case, and it awaits the orders of the 
Magistrate., The Darogah deep in the obligation and interest of 
the Talookdar, has of course lent his hand to the got-up case. 
You must be up and doing, Meahjaun, the combination against 
you is strong, and time not. to be lost is wasting 'by moments/

What is to be.done ? Instruct mo, Naih Sahofi, I know no
thing of.the ways of Courts, said Meahjaun.

Ton have now three Suits -to"defend, you imist remember. 
The/first is the one for which you were confined, the second of 
the same kind, for which your gopds arc under attachment, .and 
the third is the foivajary case, Allah Akbarl God is great i 

d said M.eahĵ ui.1,. I think my oppressor has let go his whole 
quiver against me, person, property, and reputation,—all—all are 
attacked and if he is not met with submission to his demands, 1 
nm in a fair way of biting the dust.

lAar nob mv pno.r-friend,..replied his patron, 1 am rip to this 
hind of warfare, and if you can muster up .patience for a time, 1 
vet hope'to set you free from the this of tlie law.

Talking in - this, manner with his patron, Meahjaun walked 
before 1 thatched dwelHi g house, which the other .declared 

,4s bis mac tors Sudd* ( i Ul »iy and they entered together.

/v ;--,. / r i i k 'V ' .  - / ■ / y / : g / / / '  f



Meahjauu Was led by his patron into the presence of the 
Taiookdar already alluded to, who was very glad to see hilts, and 
to whom he expressed 'his great obligations in • having' • interfered ' 
in his'.case, and given him his countenance in the hour of difficulty.

Many of your neighbours are in a similar predicament- with
yourself, Meahjauu, hard ’Shark J-------- , the Talookdur, hut they-
had- not had to go so. far as the jail. I saved them from that 
path by .offering their security. You shall soon see them-here. 
As you love your own good, Meahjauu, -I wish you will do as I 
tell you on this occasion.

I am at your disposal, Hakim, and you have hut to say the 
word to ensure my perfect compliance with your pleasure.

At this thej Taiookdar called his Naih aside, and whispering'- 
' . into his ear . for a few ' minutes, told him aloud to Send for tbd

Muktyar,
This worthy and a parcel of ragged ryots soon- made---their 

appearance in the room with three low salaarm, each tim'h •touch
ing the earth'and their foreheads with the right hand in-• token" 
of humble obeisance to the Taiookdar.

Meahjauu : immediately recognized in these ryots lira neigh
bours of his village.

Well Muktyar, said the Taiookdar, how speed my sursorjt 
cases? ‘ Sir they are pending decision. I have prepared drafts 
of the replies and counter-petitions to be. filed, which await your 
inspection. The ryots .plead that they do not hold land- of the 
plaintiff, hut are your ryots, and have paid up their rents. We 
claim them as our ryots, and acknowledge receipt of their rents.’ 
Then turning to his clients, the ryots, he continued : ‘ Is not that 
the case ? You were never the ryots of the Nilamdaiynor of his 
predecessor from whom he derives his right? You are the ryots 
of the Khan Sahe’b, and he acknowledges to ha ve received your 
rents.

You are Hakim, you are ma hap (mother and father), roared 
the ryots at once. If you let us live in the home where we have 
been horn, at the jumma we have been always used to■' pay, we 
are content to he your ryots, and foreswear the Nikmdar,

*
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Thatm it, tJbiâ=-».it,, saidthc.Kh&aSahefc, I promise to take you 
under my proteefcian, and to defep.d you tr.Qrp.ftll aggressions pre
sent ami to come. The .yyofsi again .expressed tbebr clamorous % 
acquiescence. Very,good, very good msp-.mdal the T dookdar.
4© not. fear, encouraging the ryots, iyiukfcyar,, he continued, I 
approve the drafts you have made, copy them °.dt clean, and hie 
them, without delay,

The Muklyar signified his humble bohoot khoob to bis 
master. But there is one thing, said lie fo the ryots, tor you to 
do, your engagements must be filed with the jawed)', You had 
better execute them imnmiuttely. Thvjih! Bajib! he called out 
aloud to Moherer, who was. busy writing oypssdegged m a side 
room, here take the usual .engagement,s from the ryots, mind thov 
r̂e ryot? of long standing, and we have no balance against 

them.
At this speech which was pxid:mt°od by all parties, Bajib 

came forward with a bundle of blank old papers, and drew out 
in a trice' the instrument?, .by which the ryot hinds himself to 
pay rent to the landholder. One by one the victims of reve
nue oppression put their sign map pal, the mark of the harrow 
to the papers handed to them by the faithful llajib ; a couple of 
attestors or witnesses .were then called in from among the servants 
attending without, and in the prp̂ pncp , 'wU.jxi the signified 
understanding of the s@v§p4h confronting powers’, they gave their 
finishing strokes to thy engagements by putting their marks 
thereupon in proper forna. firm witness with much simplicity 
declared himself unable to .tmcomplish this feat, and as in such 
cases ruled and established, ĥ  toughed the writing reed in 
Jfcajib’s hand by way of making him his proxy, who drew out the 
erem-mark in a raw style to suit his principal. This done, the 
necessary dakhilahs were prepared, arid exhibited for the satis
faction of Meab. and his companions now legal ryots of 
Tu.iookdar,

It is all right, my iyiendp at last .broke out. the self-so,me 
Talodkdar, You may depend upon safety, Now go your way. 
When in a low tone to his |jT$jb, he said .see that t’pey are fe<l
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and lodged in my compound, and kept out of the aide of the 
Nilamdar’s men, and of all opportunity tor tampering or repen
tance, till matters are brought to an end.

Quick at the word of order, the ryots rose and crouched out. 
of the room with many bumble salaams. Meahjaun stepped 
behind, and with.looks of distress reminded the JSfaifo, that tbensi 
were still two other suits hanging over his head, for which no 
measures were taken.

The N.aib replied, true, true, and whispering in the, ear of 
the Talnokdaiy wrote .out a letter to the Gomastuh at the faiook, 
and handed over to the suppliant Meah. Take this, said he, 
and. go home as quick as you can. The Gornastah will help you 
with the Amlah who hay distrained your house,, who will give 
you the necessary ticket of postponement of sale, when you must 
come, back hero without delay, and contest the attachment. 
Meah took the letter, and making his .low acknowledgment as 
he did so, still lingered to fay, 'and what is to become of my 
son and brother, who, you say,- aronunv under the clutches of the 
Police Darogah, That baa , been taken care of in the letter, 
answered the Na.ib. Besides that i  shall see what can be done at 
the Fouzdary .Peshkar'y. ..Meah . then after many genuflection? 
withdrew;’'' A Correspondent of (he Bengal Spectator, Koeemhee 
j, ;t8j$ ‘

Heads of the People—The Ryot.
“ 1 Was it for you to call arrears a debt,
To sell goods, houses, all that you can get,

■* ■* <*
Because they pay not what they cannot pay

India. By a B. 0. S.
f Should you succeed in securing to the ryots those right#, 

which it was assuredly the intention of the Permanent Settle
ment Arrangements to preserve and maintain; and should you, 
in all cases, where the nature and extent of those rights cannot 
be satisfactorily ascertained and fixed, provide such a limit to the 
demand upon the ryots as fully to leave to them the cultivator’®
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tiMef Maizes of considerable length, m  should hope that 
'ffee inteu'sts* oAhaH great body of the agriculturalr tominuhity 
may be satisfactorily seehied,’ "Letter frdni the :G6u¥t of DireL- 
fyrsflYnveihher V), ‘IS"34.

Within the embovfci’ihg shade of a number of mango trees 
VAjdupyiug about two beoghahss of ground, and fronting a tank; there 
stood a oldster of thatched buildings neatly built round three 
sides of a square, which from their decent and comfortable ap
pearance, seemed to be the mansions" of thr6 Village Ohowdry 
There were numbers of half-clothed peafebtiy suiting- cross-legged 
-tinder the trees - many were smoking out of tobacco; pipes,' and 
dotne had (aid tihemselteh down on the ' ground: Standing apart
•With their backs against a tree, wove a couple of strong-made 
mini, whose red turbands, tight waist cloths, and ironheaded 
■Hubs showed that they were the peadah servitors of the House, 
bids and' assistants of the Tdhsil Drifter, employed in sammou- 
ing th e toilan by coercing the:'unpunctual or refractory; and attach- 
'ihg the goods 'and chattels of the amu.it ryot ' prepared to abs- 
child.' They were evidently placed as sentries over their com- 
jfehionk

'There wetr altogether about two dozens of squalid ryots 
"under fib: trees. Smie of them wereydn versing in low whispers 
among themselves and sometimes looking listlessly towards the 
door of the front cottage, from whence sounds as of men in high 
talk proceeded oudedofiriliy. They all sbeffibd anxious, as if wait
ing the result of H;hKrbveht about to hhbpeii t’o them. Two - or 
three of thorn- bad the fur ‘of buperioib, add they wide watched 
by tire rest. 1 We shall yield to no increase of vent;' said one.
‘ Hot a cowry,1 ecKdeWaikithci’. ‘ We kifeVfctk '% 'thebid ju/rip 
nerik (ftoabt êfiiUib arid assessment rates) of 1230,’ murraurred a 
third. Words to t.Tifs effect were exchanged 'beWden them in 
halfdnppr-eskd whispWs, and flic sentiment was instantaneously 
<:bmmitnicti.ted to the whole bddyjiy the si lehr operation of the 
eyes.

Thb scene iiboc.r described' Was otic of a series, which com
menced with MouhjSun •• apprehension, torture, arid transinissibu
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to jail, on account of. piv fended arrears ol tvu one, the plticu 
f«u?: the principal -actors nidi the same. I iu* 1stnti:»o!ti*-t, who Pud 
paid a high price'as bis purchus1 i• M»it« , lor the s«t* i ilu*» ol all 
the uncared-for helpless peasantry, was dctormimd 10 < <en * 
prerogative to the utmost. Systematically following hh object ho 
was taking them up in detail, after having experienced the tdipv 
of his expectation, that tlmy veiuuUuih yield to his demands, 
and they themselves down .on the altar. ... .

The ryots, on the other hand, .seeing- him bent on exacting 
increased .rents and enhancing the rates of assessment.; by main 
force, had naturally found, that uuion 'was necessary to resist 
'encroachment on their means .of support, and. being driven out of 
their homes and dispossessed of their land?, exposed to oppression 
from time immemorial, it would have been strange iuuocd, had 
not their union received the form ol a custom, arid V m> iinprea-ad 
■with a character of himling sanctity. The heads ol: the peasantry 
.hadaccordingly met and deliberated ; and baying, set up the 
Dhu/rm-o Ghat, the emblem of Divine presence, pledged tin iu- 
selves to all the ryots, that they would abide by each other, and 
resist demand of .increased. rents.

Eul what avails the peaceful opposition pi a boat t-broken 
and trampled. ckiss, to protect whom lion oppression has been 
deemed inconsistent with tlie Security of rovmme, to tile- mea
sures ol the landholder to increase bfo profits and fixe iht tarn Uj : 
payments to the State-? That State has establish,eo for his ecu- 
vehieuoe a machinery of mighty efficacy to coerce that, helpless 
class

He was not idle.
It was evident, that some such compact -existed among the 

ryots whom w.e have noticed, and'that their assemblage and the 
scenes that were going on,- were the result of a counters riitution 
on the part of the Nikmdar.

While those poor specimens of humanity wore- thus strength
ening-and t<-iterating their determination among themscjves on, 
sudden cries and howls, ns of inoo under ill-treatment, avere heard, 
and the threntoniinp voice of .command- aud abune tp yield

ill
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or luffor more followed in quick fueeyssioh. I f  is not necessary 
to describe what took place there. Its name is cruel tv. A few 
minutes after, the Gomastah issued out of tin; room .saying ‘ They 
bad not been enough. Bring tliom Out and con tin e them vt mh r 
I shall see what an ai.iaelvn.ient of thoii; property u ill dot Two 
Pcadahs, as have been sketched above, come out; loading five 
ryots with their hands bound tight behind - their- backs, atl<i their 
bodies covered with dust. They were -ed before their- village 
comrades under the trees, and from thence to another fart of- the- 
house intended as a place of eon’tine.nlcnt. It was now nearly 
evening, tile Goin-astah accompanied by his two .Peadahv went, 
out to execute his threat of attachment upon the goods and 
chattels of the poor wretches, whom he had under his clutches, 
having directed the other two Peadahs erst reel icing' against the 
trees, to let go their axsamee for the day. and bring up next 
morning with their respective rents, or prepare in in, on Mure 
of payment, to undergo- his pleasure,

:0b the way the Gomastah was attended by the ■Miludnt and 
Outghurria of the village. My town readers will hardly under
stand what these offices are, and what, position their hold# has 
ill the social and' political-'economy of the rural community.

The two offices: exist from ancient usage. Wind- functions 
appertained to them of old I cannot say.'buf it is well-known, 
that whenever a public underling .in office happens to cross ilfo 
village, the Mundid or Outghurria muss supply him with -a lodge, 
eater for his provisions, and procure, coolies '•> carry his baggages, 
and get for reward, ‘ more kicks and half pen re.’ This/however, is 
the worst, part of his business. He is generally the favourite ryot 
of the landholder, and plays into his hand as the instrument of his 
oppression. Though not always possessed of records ain't gene
rally illiterate, he is the depository of all in format, ion-in regard 
to tlie boundaries of the village, of the ■./!/ d and Lakhvaj lauds, 
and of all particulars of the kind. When a, now proprietor conics 
into possession, he is the man to give all the information, and 
play the spy upon his neighbours, for winch ho has his reward in 
the shape of light assessment upon, his plots of land. .At leasts
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on account of marriage o>‘ worship, ho i ' a son of -distinguished 
guost,. and Is. hoftoitrcd with th. largest plantain leaf to.cat upon.
He Ss the genes.nl intelligence).’ of the Dtuogak in ease of theft 
or other criminal.offence being eommit.b d withm his ward. Ho 
is also the general giver of receipts of the .execution of various 
kinds of .'Court processes, sticking up Ixtahut'* (Advertisements), 
giving possession, catching defaulters-, of revenue, culprits., die.
If such a character may have sought his protection, and managed 
to conceal himself for a while,die, will give his certificate to the 
Peadah, who may have conic in search oi ,tho party, that he is 
gone away, unheard of, or dead, as the case.may be. If a ..suitor 
in Court wish- to-.ha.vo au.e.xpartO.decree, he will certify by the 
day and hour, that whereas the defendant was not forthcoming, 
the process (summons) or I'hirMOiuih)- was hung up on his outer 
door in the presence of <&c.; and on occasions of attachment of 
the goods of revenue defaulters, he must, be in attendance to 
certify process and receive charge of the goods, <kc. Sharp prac
tice this ! »«. ,h as an attorney would never he ashamed to avow 
to himself He is also flse general witness in all important tran
sactions., that pass on. paper, or are concluded hand to band in the 
neighbourhood, either between the landkoidej and ryot or. other 
persons. He has no Ghakvwn land, but perhaps his perqu:-- 
sites are not enough for him. To the fair, lineaments of this 
picture, shall I sttld, that ho sometimes levies contributions 
on thieves, and sometimes on easy-minded'.females (rather scarce 
in villages) for whom he finds protection In almost all his 
dealings, Ins coadjutor is- the Chowkcedar, like whom his ap
pointment is the joint result of the landholder and the Darogah's 
choice.

Tin; (domastab had now reached a duster of lofts. Besides 
the persons who accompanied him, limn new joined him four 
persons habited as Fykes, and one yylmse square badge with a 
largo P in the centre, - marked, him as t ho Thauah Bus trundaz.
By- the law of the laud, this- class of persons are bound to bo 
present on occasion? of attach.inont, wheiKft or tile landholder or 
lift agent nun depose before flu- Darogah, that ho upprchc.nds a

‘ . ' V' '  ' ’ ’



'serious' 'ib|j|tknee, Tbo Jaw however, is not always stuck to,'and 
a Burkundaz may be bad on paying a price for its violation.

The- five victims whose .goods wore' to bo attached, lived in 
the same neighbourhood at the back of the Gomastahs.; the four 
Tykes entered -four of their hmuus, and closing tlie moor-way, 
stationed themselves so as to prevent both egress and regress' 
and the removal of the goods .At the sight of these meii/ whose 
errand they well .knew, the females ami children set up a piercing 
cry, tin.' neighbours startled, rushed out to see what was the mat
ter,- and congregated, burning, yet fearing, to strike their 
oppressors. The bft-h house was entered into by the Comastah 
himself tbliowml by the -Mnndul and Burkundas. Thither the 
people bundled together, and viewed with sympathising; eyes 
the cattle mm by one led out, the hay and corn in the stacks pro
claimed to he attached, unremovable, -unsalable; the,females ail 
in tears turned out into the road, and the housc completely- gut- 
red of torn mat, biass pot, greasy bed pillows*, cloth, daw bwite, 
and thc dhen/cee. tSfor were iho: spade, the ploughs, the seed- 
corn, and the’ male cattle, that draw l he plough and harrow, said 
to be unattachable by law, spared by the'\iuscru-pulous"Gomastab. 
The doors were about to be torn from their -hinges, and oven the 
choking pots flung front, their pbtc.es in the mockery of unresist
ing tyranny,.' but the old head of (.he. .family- begged, and the 
icrnalfes iinplnred crying louder and louder, and the deprecated 
acts remained undone.

It would be tiresome to detail the rest of the proceedings, 
When the live ryots’ houses had been'fully searched and- sacked, 
or,.;! file content- attached, and the easily removable goods remov
ed, and the heavy one. eft n charge of the Mundul, the ikvmas- 
uih repaired, to t,k fields cultivated-by thorn, u<d attached the 
standing corn unripe.

Thu: a whirlwind as it were passed over the a ilia s- doing 
more damage and c rotting more const emu. ■ mu than ao army in 
theancient halcyon days of -India, when wi. ivabors and their 

-fields of corn, ' I'mcd- , and all men uiihrc- to t-hc ttse of arms, 
•,veie cpbcitl objects of safety, wreifkly and never touched by hos-
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tiio foe. What a Vbcjn trust between that age and the. present, 

v, he n a more oppressed class. of people is /not to be found .than 

they who bear the ryots name*."’ Ib id ., A uya.A  lib  18  AS.

“ Those vyho are acquainted with tire state of things in the 

mofussil know, that the mismy-ami destitution to. which the ryot 

m wedded, i the work not only of our enlightened Government, 

but of that, eluys of natives, whom- die revenue'.system of that 

Government- has .created, vis., the zemindars. That it .is impos

sible to calculate on the evils inseparable ironi the operations of 

the summary powers with which they are 'vested, is indisputable.

That these evils are often computed by an unwarrantable exercise 

of those powers,."is. equally beyond doubt; The following simple

and short story connected with the Remind aid nj Babu— i—  may

help to convey to those of your readers, who have the honor. to 

be cockneys, idea of the evils in question.

In the village of------, let me call it L——~— *•->. there stood,

some throe years /ago, a cottage, not like one of your .English 

neat, comfortable, decent looking cottage!, having its walls man

tled with the loaves of honeysuckle or. sweet briar, and fronting 

an orchard owluv&ted with gay parterres of flowers. Oh ; no. It 

was a dingy hut constructed of clay, and rudely roofed with 

thatch. It was -situated immediately beneath an old Ositi tree, 

which waved its branches over it day and night Indeed the 

incessant rustling-occasioned, by the tab of its with-, red leaves, 

added to the solitude of the place, bur it was not one of those 

parts of the village, which are $tti<ldod with cl outers of cottages, 

but resembled a eon in ion or heath, which boro no mark? of vege

tation. except a few bag/joon (biinjai), vh/vU (radish), and other 

plants, which grow behind the cottage, and uduistefod, no doubt, 

to ilie supply'.of the; culinary want' o! its inmates It was owned 

by hochun Dhavo, a Py-.-asht ryot of Babu—— —~ . Bis bread 

depended ou 53 boogie.h oi m ler land, which ho cultivated with 

rice. IIis family consisted .oi his wife and throe children, tho 

eldest,.0. daughter of J2 y. 11 , assisted her mother in t.ae. dis

charge of i.lie bm - h-dd duties. The other two were sons, the
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f'n 1 ot being live. and 'In" young* »• lhroe years old. Shywtna 
■ Hlumdoreo had been lately married to Rut ton, 'the youngest son 

1 d the Mu.mint of the Aidage. Ijoehun hud been■■most punctual 
in the payment of his rents. Ho was'net heard to grumble when 
a now abvvab was in.posed. Poor man! what would his grum
bling have availed him. It. vv.s smd that on the last occasion of 
the rrrh’Mag'o of his daughter, lie pleaded his utter incapacity to 
comply with the enonnons demands, that were made upon him, 
as a matter of course, by the myrmidons of the aemiudar. But 
when hard, pressed' by them, who would not, he knew, hear pf any 
excuse, he borrowed money from a nuihrijaun (money-ieuder) at
the interest of .80 ocr cent, and paid the rthardu%:# '

I’lie scene of his daily labour war a, field, a mile and half 
distant'frorri his house, And- a tank in which ho fished. As a Taor 
(fisherman) Ins 'resource's were derived more from the resources 
of the hitter than that of the former. Those resources, though 
scanty and wrung from hard and uninitigntcd toil, -were adequate 
to the supply ol the necessaries of a rym V I if His children .did':' 
not starve. He himself did not want a mg to cover him. He 
used, to rise with the dawn,-arid go to work.- It was generally 
passed noontide when lie returned home, his face and body all 
bathed in perspiration, and as greeted by his little innocents, who 
clung to his neck -and -ashed him a thousand unmeaning ques
tions, ’Whcs he was thus caressed by his children arid cheered by 
t he hearty welcome of his--good lady busily occupied with the man*-
lold duties o f her household, and‘ saw the thin blue smoke- rising. ̂
from his thatched roof- and curling upward along the branches 
ol the OslU tree, he forgot his toil-and felt- himself happy.

Thus had uoehun Ilham lived for several years in the zenviiV- 
ciari of Babn -- --------- in ihe quiet enjoyment o f -domestic hap
piness, The unvaried arid monotonous round, of toil to which ho 
was doomed, did not lender his life, miserable; Habituat'd to 
drudge 'from morn to noon, and from noon to dewy eve,’ ho did 
not feel his spirit m ushed down by the drudgery, The idea of 
supporting his wile, and children nerved his arm and sweetened 
his labours.
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It was a raw cold December uinming. and i 1.<_■ tv h m l tints, 

which lit ril’d the advent oi tin- sun, sh :ie'cled bffo his. rating: 

through the apertures of iIm «1il;i|>idarod roof, when Loehun 

Dhara was startled ' from his slumbers by loud eriw; of ; Break 

upon the door, break open the door,’

To rise from hi hod, to clothe him in hi foul and tattered 

linen to awake though not vvrhoul some .ii ilioulty* his .helpmate, 

was the work of a moment. He then, stole into tine of the cor

ners of pis room and saws, §|iroug,h a •iiink in the wall, a iroivd 

collected round lii« house evidently with no friendly intention.

What could be the cause of this ' iohmu - ? What yoid l have 

brought the Oomastah, and at so unusual an lm-ir, to his. housed 

Why was a Ghaprasse.e talking with tin- Goma <ah in whisper*.?

These were the quosl ions v inch lmelnm asked hjnu If, At last 

a thought, flashed upon him Tuv months’ i mi was due from 

him 1 The heavy rate oi interest at which he harrowed the* 

money in order to gratify the demand mode upon him by. the 

zemindar in consequence of his daughter’s marriage, having eaten 

up his income, he; has been obliged - to fall into arrears of rent,

Lochun hit upon the truth.

Ere Lochun could fully comprehend the magnitude of his 

danger, the door was burst, open, and he was dragged by the 

Ohapmsseo from the corner of his room in which lie had 

ensconced himself. ‘ Will you pay us the arrears,' questioned the 

Gomastah. • [wish 1 could.’ replied the ryot,, trembling through 

fear. Won know the evils, 'which tin: strong arm of law inflicts 

on the defaulter ? ’ ‘ 1 do, but O Geniastali AI »hindiy a ' cri- d the

poor old mare failing prostrate Ik,*thro the Goinuslab, ‘ my ease 

is entitled to your kind considers.! ion. i. have been most punctual 

in the payment of my 7,Ay (iimtahmrnt), and I would not, have 

defaulted even on this occasion, had ! not, been obliged--to pay a 

heavy fate of interest to Neemehund, the muhajaun, for the 

money l borrowed from hint in order to meet your ’demands on 

my daughter’s marriage.

It cannot be helped,' was the laconic answer of the func

tionary, on whose mu rev ho had thrown him If, His house then
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itiichu’wejnt the }>;'( <" - <>' 'iKiiii'O Kvi> \ thiug ho d contained
wai stdjiud, nm exempting i l». u pun* ot 0d(no ŝpades), a,
h'lfrii n. &c., whioU- the- Ifeguluthm X v II, i /!.■•'• soc 0, and Keguiac 
tion ?, 18-42, st.* J t, uiHm tty and impbrninaliy cve-mpt from 
being distrained for arrears. Deprivno, of id! Ids litt1 -’j 1, Lo< can 
caught the courage of despernlsou and h«-gnn to rcniniis train to 
the Comastafi against his forcible' entering .into fils -ZeirilKy.
■ Your zenana/ sneered the 'Gomaatah with sovereign contempt. 
‘ Here Pe.-wlah, drag the fellow into the Oufcchcrry, while t go to 
attach his crops and fish.1 Need ! tell you what followed ? It 
would be only to repeat twine hol'd tale. Loehun was bound in 
Viands and carried to the Cuti herry by the Chaprassee, who tit-the 
why ad minister dd to him .a lew dOzena ot blows and slaps. He 
was there soundly thrashed by one of th-e zemind-arajaeom for 
having dated to insinuate, that tiro Comas tab bad broken into 
his zenana. He was imprisoned for several- days. A .kabu-leut 
was manufactured in his name. He was taken to the Collectors 
Court. A. summary decree was obtained against him. His? pro
perty was sold. He' was- thrown into jab. .And his family but I 
would not to describe their suffering.” Ibid., November, 18, 18/0.

'* The* reader is aware of the infamous conduct of A (a 
wealthy zemindar), who, in open day/assaulted t-he-editor of a 
public journal in the streets of Calcntta, and carried him off by 
.violence to his own residence at B, a tew miles to the south-west 
of the metropolis, where he had been subjected not only to 
imprisonment, but, as it -in affirmed, to torture. - An application 
was made t-o the Supreme Court for a Writ of flnvem ■ Ihr-pns 
ordering the offender to produce the person of-the victim. Ho 
had the audacity to return, that he was not'.subject to the, jurisdic
tion of the Court. The Court immediately decided, that it was 
a bad return, and directed an attachment to be issued'; but to this 
day, the unfortunate editor had vmt been released. It speaks 
volumes against the inAhcienoy of our Police, that a native hke 
■A is able so completely to set it mt. ibdburce, and to retain an 
individual whom he hud ijlogiiily seized, tor u period of more loan

■ ' ( c i
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ten days; within two, hours’ journey of the,. Metropolis. What 

opinion .must the native community form of our laws, when no 

redress can l>e obtained in so .heinous a case of .wrong.' during m  
protjacted a -period? When A is catighfc, we trust, he will bn 

treated, as he deserves, and that the Governor-General will mark 

bis sense of the enormity of such conduct by forbidding hint 

again, to enter the Govern moot [louse.” The Friend- of India,
•n rn A A 1840.
Judgment. Sir E, Eyan, Chief Just'cc. “ A, it now remains 

for the Court to express the opinion, which it has formed of the 

contempt of which you are confessedly guilty- hr doing so, it will 

be necessary also to observe shortly on some parts of what has 

been said ,by< counsel iu your behalf, that you have committed 

a eon tempt lias • never been denied— it admitted 01 no doubt, b ut 

it was necessary to make .certain enquiries, which the law pres

cribe! before we come to judgment upon the offence. That en

quiry has taken place, and the result of the enquiry— the interro

gatories put and the answers you have given— are nil before the Court 

_-,ancl-they-tconfirra the opinion, which from the first.we entertained. 

The ihqt.stands unaltered as it did when brought originally to 

our notice. You seized, by the aid of your servants, the body of 

X), mid after the.process of this. Court'was served upon you, you 

persisted iu detaining him. You, did not obey our Writ.... .With 

regard to the contempt committed, we shall certainly lean to Urn. 

side of mercy., because that contempt proceeds no htjgdier than .to. 

a contempt of the process of - this Court; yet there are attendant 

matters, which cannot be' passed over without consideration, 

lour answers do not deny the .unjustifiable seizure of D ; you do 

not deny the detention of your captive after the receipt of the 

attachment we. issued ; you do not deny his roal-treatment; ami 

the jurisdiction of this Court remains u neon trover ted. The 

offence then remains unaltered, and it now ouly remains for the 

Cum-;, to apportion the punishment. You have already beea-a 

long time imprisoned— but though your confinement- has been un

usually protracted, it has been in consequence primarily oi your 

own .errors, W.e have taken, however, this length of imprison"

- 21
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merit, into considoration, ami slut'll not add to it, but think the 
process of this Court-will, be sufficiently vindicated by imposing 
npori y.jit a fine of’!,000 rupees to the Queen, until-which'is- paid, 
yon -muyl.-cotfthme in prison.'’ Quoted'in the F/neud ofMiitfw,
M o  roll dd, lS/,0.

.'Bom6 Faumfjm i n hh-e-LiJe of o Bmg<ifce' Ryot totd-by -Himself.
“ M:eunwhife; out: old zemindar died, and his Sonya young- man, 

who knew Knglish'and (huifkspi-riis-'heg!U'v-t'.>rtile 'over us. He was 
not content with the moderate rate of rent like' his 'father, and 
the very-first flriutf he' did to have all our lands measured, and 
the result was, that drir rents were increased by about -one-half, 
while the; old. k/f'u rc/ictomd dbtmbs wetc kopt'-ou 'as well. There 
Wore -great- disturbances-ift the next village to ours, all the ryots 
turned but, and beat the' Arneens; - but the next day about 40 
Btrrknudazes, with an elephant, on width was the zemindars 
.Nath, €aine: doWitparid punished the 'whole- 'village’, by plundering 
their hoi, ses and levying hi -contribution from them1, and some of 
the., chief men wore taken to the zemindar’s (Jiifceherry, where 
they were all beaten and hnprisoned for a, week. Some of them 
complained to the Magistrate/but the zemindar gave the Police 
1,000 rupees to hush-up the matter,'-and nothing came of it. 'Wo 
did net rise in our village, but about this time, the Magistrate 
came he had with him tents and horses and elephants and hum 
dreds of servants: and we thought that such' a great, mart would 
he able to protect us from the zemindar, so we all went to him, 
and t.c'd him about it He spoke to ns kindly and said, that the 
land belonged to the zemindar, and that he could'raise the rent 
if he liked. We could not understand tin's, for we and our 
fathers hah held t he land long before the zemindar's people came 
then'e, and we then told .him'-'about tin* kfvrrka and abimbs, and 
he told us, that the .’zemindar had'no'right to-take them, and we 
need not pay unless we -diked g 'and if the zemindar took them by 
force, we were to coiitplaio to him. After hearing this, we did 
not pay for a long time, -and'the- 'zemindar's people refused to give 
llS receipts,'poles.-: we paid i:!t a i-chu. as wt.-ii as rent. However lie
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did not. dare to. attack us openly, because of; the? Magistrate,, so lip 

dal;a worse piece of villainy ; he cent, otic of his Andahs, down to 

our village, who slept there, and in the; morning complained ;.at 

the Th an ah, that adaeoiiy had been cp.mmit-tci-i by;,us:ofi-;tho cart 

in which he whs travelling, and that he had been robbed -of. a 

great deal, of money. ThmDarogah came down* and tho Amluh 

pointed us. out as Daooits, our houses were, searched, and out 

wiv.es insulted, and 19 of us- were .tied togetlior. ajid..taken to the 

Magistrate. We were nearly two.mouthy in, prison, and then the 

Magistrate lot us go, and said the ease- was /nine. • After th is, .as 

you may sujipofte, we paid .whatever.vi?s asked- for; it. was better 

to pay a-little more Ilian to be shut up in prison for two.months. 

Some time after the zemindar wished to. .cm.xv .favour -.with the 

Magistrate, so he determined to make a -dispensary at his house 

so, we all had to work at it by turns, and bring, tho ..'bamboos and 

straw for it, The zemindar was very much.disappointed, because, 

lie did not get the title of ttai Bahadur for building it, &e.” A 
(hrresponden t o f  the, Indian  Olm reer, Ma t/ - i t  187-J.

“ A  village had been sold in execution of a decree,-: and. a 

stranger had purchased it. This new zemindar very soon, took 

measures, for enhancing- the rents of his . ryots. He was success - 

fu! in obtaining hdbiUeutS at increased rates from several nuts, 

but the headman? of the village (Mundnl)-- whose example., wits 

must influential, sturdily hold out, and led the opposition. It 

was resolved, that he should he 'coerced-; so at da.-break one 

mormrigy party of .zemindar s peons u-nd a.dlieifvnls armed with 

lath.es and gums started from the. fJutehovrv . for the Mundul’s 

homestead, wiill The view of.-capturing and carrying him off.

This homestead fortunately was'a substantial one, and.-the differ

ent huts wore connected by pretty strong bamboo - fencing,. Thus 

the b a n  (house) admitted of being defended by a relative!’; small, 

biree.. lu the Mum!til’s, family were hair or five grown up men, 

besides the women -and ; children, and in add? iion to these, as it 

happened, two friends, come, from-a disdain-e, had passed, the pre 

vious night there. No one had loti the ban, when the zeiniii-.



. <8L— -W /  , . -***

( w* 1 '

dar'a party arrived. The latter very largely out-nuni boring the 
urea of the homestead, with threats of an abominable kmd, mailed- 
upon the Mundul to sanTendar; but those - threats-' only nerved 
the Mundul and hi-s friends -to 'resistance in defence-of the tb-rmdo 
apArt-mout. For a time the attaching party seemed unable • to do 
anything, until taunted by 'their.leader, they.at last made a rush, 
broke down the fence at one Corner of the homestead, and tired 
a gun at the men inside, of whom two fell. The immediate 
effect, however, was not that, which might have been anticipated, 
for one of the remaining defend' -rs * promptly -- seized the-gnu, 
which had just been tired, knocked, down its owner, ’ two oi his 
companions laid hold each of an opponent, and the zemindar-# 
patty forthwith decamped, -leaving three of their -n limber pri
soners in the hands of the Mundul and his-’ -kinstaCn. The cost 
of the victory was severe, for it was lowed, that one of the two 
men, who had been shot, was dead,” The. ValevAta Mevieiv, vol 

' ' FIX- p. -T’jT:.

“ 'Notwithstanding all the efforts of Government to improve 
the relation between zemindars .and ryots, no satisfactory result has 
been, obtained as yet. The following easewill dsustrata what we 
moan :—A and B, the ryots' of G, zemindar of D were- called 
open on the 2nd instant by E.tho Bavahili of the zemindar,-to 
settle root. The ryots punctually, wont to his place, but refused 
to pay the full amount demanded from teem. An tdtciostwo 
having ensued, they prepared to leave the spot, on w  hich !<’.
<>, and H, surrounded them, and began to attack them from 
all sides with hrities and garam-s. The poor men fell down, and 
mix of them—A—died shortly after from the effects of wounds 
indicted by the myrmidons of the landlord,” The Bmav Herat<4, 
quoted in the Ahiglhhhr-uk%.May .10, 1878.

“ We have to record another case of riot resulting in the 
doat.lt of a man A. In the village of B, h a mile west of the 0 
station, I). E, and A, had a joint crop-field. E was the. pro
prietor of the village, and there had been frequent disputes

xP T T X x ' T ,X X X  X. , . ' ■■ ■ ' X X  . X : -  ' X fX



between the zemindar and tin: ryote*. Ou /■ the present- occasion 

the ryot < went to rtwp the crop, but were < ppo •• it by the zoinin- 

thirds -party.- A scuffle ensued in which -one -oi the ryots, Amy-ns 

killed.” Ibid . Ihu l, ./tmeyttS, MVtf.

To I ’m; Editoe of the,- of India.
Sm.—The attention-uf- our (..'ominii tv.-e has been- directed to 

the ontraues. recently indicted on til" Native; OlifKtiaaifs :n the. 
district of Burrisal.. The Ee:v. Mr. Page has put us i-u possession of 
the ik-ts, and more recently my esteemed colleague. 0. H. hp- 
derhili, Ksrj, has informed us.of the present position of the affair. 
After deliberating on file statements-laid before them, tin- l Am- 
.1 nit tee passed the fallowing 'resolution :—‘Thai the neeonm, which 
Mr, Underhill has.given in his letter of 'November 22nd uf t-lio 
persecythai of the Nafcivo-'Christians ii\ .Burrisal, has befen- heard 
by this CVviwmitt.ee with deep sympathy and regret; that Mr. 
('iiderhiii and his brethren in India be-.encouraged, to prosecute 
the suit in defence, of the oppressed. Native Christians, by the 
most prudent and .inexpensive, hut by Uie .uwst. decided- measures 
possible; and that from time to time, ali .such wudUscert-ained 
facts, as. may facilitate a vigorous co-operation at borne, be for

warded to the secretary for the guidance of the Committee.
It- scented' to roc desirable, that this resolution should bo 

mad©'known.-in India, partly -to- encourage..Native Christians by 
coimminicating:to them, that their friends m England...are--not 
indifferent-to their wrong’s, and- partly to strengthen the hands 
of. the Missionaries by as.iu.ring them, that here-as far as possible, 
we would assist them in resisting these.-aggressions on the person 
and.- propeity: of members of their Churches. As this object 
will bo best secured by the insertion of this letter in the I v:u n<j 
af India, I respectfully- elicit that favour.

! am, Sir,
Yojn* .obedient servant,

(SJ.) Fred. 1’restriah /SC-cmry
Baptist Mission fJ'.ous.e,.-London.

I'dji'ua/'>/ ij5, -ISi.dJ.
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■ Remarks by ' tbo b iHwid of 1tidut. Zemindars may re- 
ip.- tiihcr, that Parliament, one© convinced wijl not be cheeked bv 
. I i. O'teal’s,' which hamper .tlie legislative Uouheil, rl ire Perpetual 
Settlement, which is the..zemindars’ shoot anchor, protects them 
against any increase of assessment, But it does not prohibit 
.Parliament from passing Alaw to make forfeiture oh State, the 
penalty of oppression amounting to felony. They will find tiiat 
there is-not-much mercy at home -for idolatroxis landholders, per
verting the ill-gotten powers, left them by a lax legislation to 
oppress "converts to the true faith. The F’l'iend of IttdAo, April 
l:>, 1M6.

It is sufficient that Flmlava■■runs not mad at. the conduct 
of certain incarnations. It cannot cry only - because of ifc»" atone- 
heart We published indoor issue of the 25th ultimo an instance 
of the most horrible oppression by A, sen of B, jierpcv* 
trated In D. We -also published several'other instance*, of op
pression by'them in our former issues, We'have already inform
ed our readers of the most horrible oppression (by .H) of a 
widow-named 0. It remained only to draw a knife across the 
tbroiifr of one G. Six suits for enhancement of rent, 'thirty- 
two for arrears of rent., two for chojqn and kkm hhamar, altoge
ther forty, have been hung round his neck; and the foor fellow 
is now gasping. The Munsiff of 13 is now deciding’ -them, '.twenty 
suits 'have- been decided ; out of these, only one for arrears of
rent has been decided in favour of A, and that also on ap
peal. The suits having been decided' against 'him by the ■ Munsiff 
A appealed in some of them to -E. J. Birch., ..Judge of
24-Perguiinahs. We place before our readers theliteral-- transla
tion of his judgment in suit No. 278 of 1.872: We do'not-know
whether the blood of our readers, on reading it, will-become hot 
like ours. A is an educated man ; therefore Mr. Birch remarked 
that he had no confidence in the lignt ot education and civilization 
of this country.”

Judgment. “ The case is evidently a false one. If the 
Munsiff had committed A to the Magistrate, it is most pro-by. :[:■ Jl 1 ! ’’ fF/ . . ■ •. - ' 1
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babkv he would have been pvt Irish<?d for his guilt-. It is not pro
per,to acquit.' those, who waste the time of tĥ .1 Judges by iusfiitP - 
mg evilluntly false suits, &e," The tihiduva S/uiviar.har, Magh. 
9, IZ79 Hegira,

i; ,-b 0 py; . '.'1 "■> ? .C V 7 'i'b: •' ; 7 :' ’ . — a—,—.-*-,.— . .  ' ' '

“ BabU'A, zemindar of S, wiibiu. the- jurisdiction, of B 
Thauah. dragged a widowed daughter of 0 to his house on a 
charge-of abortion. The Sub-deputy Balm H and the Jemadar 
of-.the Police station were ■. present there at the time; they also 
ordered the- woman to be arrested. The zemindar was nfc 
first unable to make the woman confess -hdr- guilt. Then they 
three took her into a room, and there examined her, whether 
milk 'flowed • from her .breast. Thus they;extorted confession from 
her of her guilt,' The Balms then confined her there for the 
night, and ordered a Chowkeedar, whose name was M, to guard 
her. On the .following day, she was cfudla/aM or -seat under gou rd 
to the Police, and thence to N, the Deputy Magistrate of R. He 
ordered her to be examined by a Dor o r ; the result, pf ■ the 
examination -was, that her pregnancy and abortion were •en
tirely false!; only there was no menstrual discharge for two 
months; that also hiappo'aed after a few days, .Consequenth 
there- Was an end of -her oppression by the.zemindar and the. 
Jemadar. ■

The woman brought.a suit before N for damages for inshlfc- 
htg and unlawfully ..confining, her. The case was tried on Wed
nesday, the-127th-August.- A ll the sons of the rich have been 
acquitted by the decision of N. The- witness, who" was thorough
ly 'acquainted with all the facts from beginning, to end, was not 
present; t&§ widow insisted-Jo' issue warrants in his name, but 
the Deputy: Magistrate turned a deaf ear. The'evidence of only 
one witness was taken, and that also not or a good way. There 
were other witnesses, present, in the Court;' they were not even 
called in, ‘ Keeping her in Confinement amt so' forth’ were proved 
'by the words of the witness, whose evidence had been taken. 
Prom the report of tho Jemadar, it was evident, that the woman 
was confined, and the milk of her breast examined.

( 107 )
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VV.< have*, liricily stated the bets, fts we have got thorn.
\\'in>ii N caused the woman to he ex&mined hy the Debtor, thou 
it : could not be denied, that tho charge which had bc'dn brought 
against Inn* was false. It cannot, be said, that she sung the spot 
of her own character to be insulted by fi ve bands; it mast have 
feu , that she was forced to bring the ‘words of great sin into 
Ivor tongue by throat ot extortion. A and the Jemadar extorted ■ 
the words from her-mouth ; consequently we are unable to un- 
dorstand • an what ground N acquitted ' them. It the Deputy 
Bai is ai,(,lu..'tfl fhe'm thhiking they were gentlemen, then we 
should .shv, that if they committed such outrage, they- were not 
worthy of the name of f gentle,' and then again what was the 
difference- between: the gentle and the poor in the eye ot law.
We bring this to the notice of the ’ Li-enkmatit-Goveruor, hoping' 
there would be a .special investigation into the case,-' - We pray 
His Honor to maintain the honor of., the poor widow. Ibid., 
Bhod'rj IddO Jlegi vn.

" Tho Deputy Magistrate at first dismissed the case, in which 
the zomimlur of $ was implicated. The fdeuteftawt-’doverxior 
ordered him to try it again; anulire has-seat the Head Constable 
and tho Chbwkeodnr to jail. Wo asked, N himself dismissed the 
ease, ami, on tho orders from the superior authority,. - found some 
of the defenders guilty. What is the meaning of this ? We ary 
glad to hear, that the Commissioner of the Nuddea Division has 
sent for- explanation from N, -.However we doubt very much 
concerning this case, We cannot understand ' at all, why -the 
zemindar has been -acquitted. We hear if he is regularly and 
fairly tried, a certain Officer of Government will' tail-' in great 
danip i*. 'We also- hear, that several great men implicated: in this 
case ate trying to bribe the editors of some - newspapers. How
ever we -cannot - remain satisfied until the -case is tried again by 
an able Judge.” Ibuli,--Pons 9, 1080 Hegira,.

Oppression by A.
■ “ is- there any .natural .relation like that oi the eatable and 

the eater between .the zemindars and us, that-we should love so



(W. : %L
( 109 )

much .to kill then' ? We have distinctly • told the wonts of our 
mind, that to do good to the poor, especially to«the ignorant

I ryots, is our chief aim. As the zemindars are now enjoying the
unexampled prosperity by exacting the wealth of the ryots, so 
lot them distribute a little among them, and look upon them 
like children, then, they will find, that there- is no friend'-of theirs 
dike tfkulfwa. Mow as he is speaking on behalf of the ryots, so 
he will do on theirs. In short Rimlava can say, that he lores 
the king anil the Subject, the rich and the poor, ft iss his earn
est desire, that the wealth and respect of all be maintained. 
However the.oppressions of the .ryots-by. the zemindars have now 
become intolerable. No one can know -when they secretly lay 
their hands on the lives of the poor. They being submerged 
have long since been drinking water. We hope that the gentle
men of ;the country would all unite in giving full publicity to 
their oppressions. It has now become necessary, that they 
should be insulted for their own conduct at least in the society 
of gentlemen, We have several times spoken of the oppressions 
of the.'ryots by B, son of-—-— -—. This time we publish for the 
information of our readers the judgment, delivered- by the Joint 
Magistrate of Serampur on A.

K ... ... .... P m intiff.
A and others i.. ... . . . IM/'endmds.

i s Jvdcpyiont,
‘ A charge was brought against - A and his two servants, 

that they bad illegally confined and. louden II. Tor it has been 
said, that ft rented a piece of land from Ad Them feeing1 no 
good terms between. 1) and bis son It sbid it to D, father 
of A. 1 ' odd ' i : d ■; - 'r •

A A (jitestiotvs -artel answers, whether true or false, are shame- 
fui to every human beihg, especially to a mail of In position.
Ho did not at alMeel shame confess in a, Court of- Justice that 
Ins father If-had suborned the witnesses in a false suit.

■ The.maltreatment of R up to the time of Ins entering the 
house of A appears true to me. The last pa rt of it—that ho was 
thrown in a senseless state under a tamarind tree-duis uot boon
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fully proved, yet I 'have .no doubt of the evidence first given in
the ease. • ■ . y - ' o ' . : . ■ ■ 1 *■ ■ 4 0, ■:m i ,, . ' (t l .' ,j ' 1 , sM tiSB&i * », '

(fe>d.) John Boxwrih
Joint Magistrate.'

January 2 J, 1873d''

®je Court sees that . A, I, and N, are guilty of the 
offence complained of in hire application, that, is, they illegally 
•eon-fined one R, and, for this reason, committed ah offence under 
Section 843 of the Indian -Penal 'Code. Therefore the Court 
fines A fifty rupees, and sentences 'N and I to fifteen days’ 
rigorous imprison-melife,:

■ ■ • (‘Sch) John Box well; -d -
•tl -ere.- Joint. Magistrate.'
J a n m rflf  TB78.J>' ' R ut, Fah/un 8, 1879 ftetfita; ' J ‘ “ " /

This Time the Twm of Kmia Mithad.-o#,<„ , .
• u . :V Reader hear. • Balm-—--- —of- —~r, sometime ago, institu
ted suits against P of the above village for recovering the total 
sum of one rupee, one anna, and six, caras, - being the arrears of 
rent,"'and, getting four nxparte decrees, executed them illegally 
and privately—sold by auction fourteen eottahs of ! ikkraj land, 
the value of which is about 50.0 rupees, and which- is situated 
in.the.-backdoor.,of • ,P. He himself bought it at a very low price. 
A%i>Ŵ rds .Picarae te the: knowledge of it, and brought -a suit 
9) rijio iSeranypur Muusiif’s Court for-recovering Ills lost property.
On .31st August' 1871, five case was dee idea in favour of the plain- 
riff, and against the defendant Babu——•—. The latter made an 
appeal against the decision, of the Mu-nsitf’s.Court in the Court of 
Bo'burdiuate Judge,pf Hughli, On March iff, 1873, the appeal 
was dismissed, and the, decision of the MunsifCs Court upheld.
We-give below.(the suhstan.ee--of the judgment. Our readers, on. 
reading the, following lines,.will.be able to, understand at least the 
aepib.]ai.Ky .of the menus he had adapted for.approving.the people, 
aud.ot the ..respect he has, .for .justice, truth, kindness, and .virtue-


