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The first part of the judgment on appeal is this:—* M  the
tioi 'y Ihdm--------- -executed four experts decrees, did he deceitfully-
oatmeal the summons issued against the plaintiff? The plaintiff k 

a prosperous man; the demand for arrears of rent is only one rupee, 
one anna, and six earns. The Subordinate Judge cam never believe> 
that the plaintiff, knowing the summons issued.- for eseenting the 
-decreeŝ - should have allowed his valuable lakkra/j land situated in 
his backdoor,to be sold by auction at such a trilling price, and for 
such a trifling demand. He has no doubt, that the peon seat to 
serve the summons, sided with the defendant, and concealed it.
The evidence of both the parties has confirmed his belief/ The 
judgment- is a very long, and elaborate one, so we stop hero. Tine, 
editor remarks: “---- ----Babu! excuse us. Wo are-defeated. How
ever we have gained some legal knowledge .by reading the decrees 
of the suits instituted by him in Courts of Justice. Now we, with" 
cloths round our heck, and holding his two feet, humbly request 
.hiin, that ho would no more do such things. In old hge pay- 
attention to virtue, Cease from presenting the shoes fey killing 
the cows. Do such things, as -will secure the blessings of the 
people, Unci, Choitra 13, Ifi79 Hegira,

Cruel A.
,rWe have published from time to time a few examples of 

the; oppressions of the ryots by A, the well-known zemindar of 
Several Judges have made special mention of his cruel 

and, unjust conduct in , their .Judgments.; Oppressing. the -. yygfcs.
| has e.ow become Ids. liahit. It set ms on looking at his disposition, 

and actions, that he derives, very deep, unearthly,.agd wonderful 
sort of pleasure from oppressing, them, lie is so fond of iaiga- 
tion, that if there were no other zemiudaries in I), ,hy, suits 
alone Would have been sufficient to defray tlm t^pouscs pf• a 
Court of Justice, He will bring suits upon suits, -' and reduce 
the ryot for ever to utmost poverty and wretchedness, until 
the latter agrees to pay the rent demanded by him. To him 
there is no- distinction, between the gentlemen and the .law. 
people. If any gentleman . be ever .ready to pay his rent,
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whenever a man is sent to him, ho, instead of having recourse 
to that means, will institute a lawsuit .against him, deprive him 
of two .days’ worldly pleasure, and then take the money from 
his hand. Wonderful it is, that .his only means-of recovering 
one, two, or four annas of rent ia lawsuit To make known- 
his disposition,- and compare him with other zemindars, we 
give below the table, of ■ rent-rsuits,. which were instituted m
the y-r— ----—-M-ansiff-’s Court . alone in three or four years,
for recovering • vevv 'trilling sums:;—
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Bent-suits for sums below one
anna ... , * . • -  21 8 ... ... 29

Between one and two annas.,. 7 ... 2 .8... 12
two and.three „ ... . .20. 8; 10 4. 42

„ throe and four „ ... 24 (>. 0 12 51
„ four and five „  ... 24 9 10 7 50

For five annas ... ... 17 6 14 11 4b
six ... .............  Iti 10 11 10 53

„ seven „ ... ... ... If 6 8 19 40
'„' eight „ ... ... 8 8 9 14 39

Total ... 150 63 71 86 370

It will be seen from the above table, that A practises more 
oppressions upon the ryots than B and his sou together, ft may 
be. distinctly said, that all these- trifling sums might be easily 
realized. He gives so much trouble t<V the gentlemen- and t,hc ' 
low people only owing to his litigious habit. He will say, that 
he ' spends so much for charitable purposes, how ho will meet it 
mdes he realizes annas and pie? Our advice is, that he should 
realize his dues by earns and gnndas;1 but it is not proper for 
any man to adopt his means: We are sorry W sec in the' table 
the name of B. We knew him to bfe a good man. We. hope 
that, they Will not unnecessarily oppress the ryots for sttch trifling
sains " Ib id ., -Pons .d, 2 ISO Jfeffivct.



We wish to add sotmahing of our own. Reader! Have 
you ever heard of men, whose annual income exceeds iakh of 
rupees, drag the poor ryots, who ware the very source of their 
prosperity'.and- luxury, to Courts of Justice for such trifling suras, 
IT these zemindars pretend, that -they would spend them for cha
ritable- purposes, why they did not vomit thorn. Was not tiro 
remission of rent one of them ? Were not the poor ryots proper 
objects ■ of charity ? Farther do you believe, that those who 
oppress the ryots for such trifling- -sums/ should speed hundreds 
or thousands of rupees for charitable purposes. If they do so, 
it is only for concealing their oppressions, and thereby throwing 
dust in the eyes of the public and the Government, Wonderful 
it. js, that notwithstanding the most horrible outrages often per
petrated by them in the mofussil, they are .generally known to 
the Calcutta, public, as enlightened- zemindars. If the heightened 
zemindars do such things, what-may we not expect from those, 
who are not so. The table indisputably proves their unemo,pled 
cupidity on the one-hand- and the utmost wretchedness to which 
the rybts have heerireduced on the other.

The Gppiv'.Wob, oj a Ryot by 8, Zemindar -of M.
"Biitr-’Ere this my residence was in the village of M in the 

jurisdiction of the ISi Thanah 1 owed, something to. a certain, 
inhabitant of the above village. My condition was very wretched, 

l and I passed, my days imgirlat '.distress. Groat delay occurred in 
liquidating the debt; being without any means I humbiy told 
my creditor that .1. would, gradually repay-him.- But to my great 
misfortune, he did not hear my cries, and complained.against me 
to 8, our zemindar, for realizing his dues, I had a few pieces of 
culti ratable, land, hut my chief-means ol' livelihood was the sale 

• of my cow's milk. The. zeniukh.tr, who vv-as a second- Serazdow-. 
iah, immediately sent-for rffe by a Fyke who dragged me/ to the 
Cutcherry, used abusive 'language, and beat roe. Being-not con
tent even with that, he gave orders to make me run.like a horse 
for sometime by violently '-catching my ears, The orders were 
carried out. Sir, the recollection of that time;., makes mo still



cry. It would have bor a better bad be stopped here. Ho 
gravely said: ‘ Yo u owe so much to such a one; ■■don’t.yon know, 
lasoul, you slui.ll have to part with your cow V The cow- was iny 
moat dear friend; I was- never able to give my consent; to- -the 
zemindarsproposal. She was: the first and chief means of rnv 
1; vdiiioou. If I parted with her, how. I would support myself 
and my family '{ Being thus -insulted and oppressed, I left M in 
a kind of disgust and fear, with my.cow, calf, and family, cm the 
night of that very day; still 1 am living in. fear- awl -coneoalai-egt. 
It yon do not believe my words, make an enquiry, and they 'will 
be. proved true by the gentlemen ami the low people of M, 1 
hear that--the zemindar has cut away* the roof of mv housed I have 
given you the description of: my. misery,, let me seo, what you: 
cun do for me. If you cannot, I shall. cry' for ever .in agony of 
mind.*’ A Um‘),espo')ident of Ibid., Pous- 9,, 1:180 M̂ /i ra,

-.Am AtroHousWam of Forcible,'. .4 bd-iieitmn and Mop'?. ,
TA:most atrocious.-case, which laddy. tonic- place, htif been 

brought to our knowledge, the parti on jars of which may be de
pended upon as correct, having been related by the mother of tire 
young lady. Tire case is as follows:—Mrs. M wd her daughter, 
myoung lady about fifteen, or sheteett years .--of age, and of -a very 
1>,reassessing appearance, have been: living for sometime: in .the. 
same bouse with the wife of an apothecary, named W, which 
apothecary is at.-present at Ilinapm This house is situated -m 
the iti-.ighbou'rhood of. the General Hospital. About, a month awl: 
a half ago Miss M one. evening- at cln&k was walking; over uu- 
aeeoxftpamod' by any oho. to-.-the, Insane Hospital, to semm friend 
She had not gone far, when a na-l-iVe servant came running idler 
her with a palki, and told her, that hoi'mother wanted: her buck 
immedmt.el.y,--am! had sent;the paJM for her. Miss IVI uimuspovt- 
iugly got into the palanquin, ft being: dark, Miss M apprehend
ing nothing extraordinary, was not awgre, that, the • pidcwiKpiin; 
insti -d of proceeding towards the house-, was being taken out of 
the .way towards '"an unfrequented part, of the read, where it was 
suddenly put down. She now perceived her situation, but before



she could make any enquiry,- or, in fact ndf efforts of any kind, 
sire was rudely taken out of the palanquin, and f̂breed into a 
■carriage, which had.been provided far the purpose, fand which •im
mediately drove off. She smua uu d out for help, but there wits 
no one at hand to assist her, while she was violently kept inside 
the vehicle; and Iter .cries stifled, by a European, named L, and 
several natives, the former being a young man belonging to one 
•of the livery stables. She was thus taken to the bouse of a 
v."0'l!-k'ttowii wealthy Mahomed an zemindar living in S (only 3 
miles-'from the Government House at Calcutta), where the poor 
yOU-ng ‘woman was forcibly detained and abused for a period of 
month. 'Mrs. M in the meantime could find no trace of her 
daughter,• whose teadra ordinary. disappearahbe she could not at 
first account for or guess $ hut after a few days, from- some'ad
ventitious' mjxunnstaneos, She learnt the atrocious fitet -of her 
daughter's abduction, ami also' k:arnt, that the apetW&ry’s wife 
had connived with the, zemindar in question in-bringing about 

ruin of the - unfortunate Mils M, by. having thscoVeWd -'two 
letters addressed by the apothecary’s - wife- to the fse-miudar. I n 
ouu -letter she ; speaks of reTmmemtkm for ItCr trcmblte, and the 
other appeared'.-to-3iave;-been written tbs same day on-wiiich the 
abduction;was-effected, hud contains the information, +Mt Miss 
M. was that- evehiug going to the fnsarte Hospital; ad ling that

1 ; t would: afford a .fit-opportunity fut the zemindar to- yeetiro her.

• Mrs,;M came to. the Police: on Tuesday stating the above 

•particUfews anti seeking- for red rets; but as ihe tease occurred 

out of the jurisdiction of the ibd.ciitia Police, the khbf Magis- 

t.mte could -not- uiteirfere .in the^matter. The case, no doubt, is now 
iiofore the Magistratc of the-T-wmi ty-four Fergutimhs.” Tk< I f  a  rk, 
J&ly i;\ quoted in tire l<\ ka cl >,.f In d ia , July 3d, 18//).

■ , The Oppression of 'Ihe Invalids.
•jo THiS-JEOISOft <JK UHK-Jb-UfKXD OF PNDTA 

Sm,--lt.i« with feoiings of the deepest regret, that X hare to 
request, of you to : insert the foliowing: in tko cotutons" of jyoi?-r 
journal
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lu Pevg'iumftli S, sttliah Bcdtar, .uid on the banks of the 

Soauo extending fr<.»tu Baudnuggar to the new road, are six 
villages. These -were formed, in the -heart of, a massy jangle by 
invalids and -pen-siotiens from the;native:army, and the land given 
to them, âŝ withith©: agreemont, that they should bring it into 
cultivation, and enjoy it rent-free during, their lives, and for 
live years after their .-death it.-should' -he -held by their heirs, when 
only a. iHUi.’. i>ul rent would- be demanded from them from one to 
two' ..-armas, only, for the. Sake-of showing, that the lands, belling to 
t h e. Govermn-tnit. With these agreements, the pf.msioners settled, 
formed tydlihges, dug wellSj cleared the jungles, and cultivated the 
lands, ami hailed many- of them by the names of their old . (Jom- 
inanduig- Officers. Things went on peaceably,. thepensionofs 
lived, .and blessed the .Government for. its • kindness,-and after 
their death, the heirs have been- doing the same. There is a 
certain man of the name of. J, who laiebdaims to; the-lands, and 
about seven,- years: ago, attempted by force, to obtain rent—-an 
exorbitant rent—from f h& -pensioners p but m complaint having 
.been rpa.de- to Mr; Heave, the Magistrate, a stop was. immediately 
pfetdo it ; and-.further they were- told, that-no rent) not even the 
onp anna op .-two annas per" beeghah would be: demand ed-pf them, 
'unless the Board ordered, otherwise; There is a man • of the 
name-;e$ Mooushee A, who Ha-Sheristadar irr the district; he in 
conjunction with J- and P, have laid claim to .the vibages, and 
the Shemdadar, in his'capacity of Sheristadar, has - seized upon 
them, turned ou t all the old inhabitants, sold their-cattle, and 
confiscated all their goods, This he has done by force, and by 
tire assistance of twenty, Chaprassees he has done every thing that 
is viplent; and he cares not for the consequence, neither for sex. 
nor age. The. houses -are -boing. daily pulled down, hud the woods 
and other materials are being-consumed for' firewood for the use - 
of those Ohapmssfees,; each person, in the villages was served with 
a writ for arrears of rent, and most exorbitant in its 
■ demand. Thus for twenty beeghahs of hind, tho-jag-beer of a, Sepoy, 
no less a suui than 6*5 rupees was eiaihieci. The poor creatures, 
thus turned out of home, and deprived of their ..last pice, and
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even of tile cloths on their backs, arc now wandering about the 
country as beggars ; and the very tew, that have been induced 
to remain, pending the decision of the petition, which they have 
made to the Board, dare not even request .of 'those Ohaprassees to 
desist, or say to them, that they are destroying and depopulating 
the villages; they only receive blows and abuses in return, and 
are told, that the depopulation is what the Moonsliee wants. 
How I became acquainted with all these circumstances is as fol
lows: I was riding through the village, when a few old women 
called but to me ‘ Diia-ya 6-rimpdme' Sahebfat' I pulled up my 
horse .uni asked thorn what they wanted, and. they told me. that 
they were' the widows-of Subtulars, Havildars, and - Sepoys, who 
were formerly in the Company’s army, and begged ’of me to listen 
to what they had to say, for they had now no one to protect them.
I did so—in a moment I Wi.s surrounded by some twenty or 
thirty more, the remnants of a line and populous village, which 
contained but only a few days ago some two hundred inhabi
tants -such misery and oppression it has not" been my fate to 
witness, and one would hardly believe, that such things occurred 
in the Company’s territories, and in lauds too granted by the 
Company's liberality! They pointed out to. me the several de
vastations, and with tears in their eyes, begged of me to bring 
it forward—on the walls of some of the huts, I saw placards fixed, 
the accompanying is one of them—all this cruelty is caused by 
this man A, who conceals his deeds udder the authority ot his 
being a Shorjstada'ir 1. rode on, the same scene Was presented 
at the next ami the next village; at the last but one, t met a 
party of Sepoys escorting stores to Jlazareebagh. They; stopp-d 
me and asked me, if I had observed the villages, and then said, 
is this the way to keep your promises! Are mir wives, our 
children, to be thus turned out of their homes:? Can you how 
expect us to do such gallant deeds, as the husbands' and fathers 
of those creatures have done ? And will wo hereafter accept 
any jungle land to be brought into cultivation, when our labours 
are thus to be rewarded ? We call upon you, in the name of the 
Government wo serve, to bring those things forward.' A short

•: , - ■■■ . . -
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time after my arrival at my teats, about.a hundred .of these xil- 

lagers; came up, and refused to move, iijtiless.l would do something 

for-tUeie. I: wish not to interfere, with dtny of. the-, arrangements 

entered into by-the indeed.-as far from my

mfotdioti, 'but bp||g.&p ipB,glishmaii( I am hound to bring tins 

forward. $ q  great is the apparent V>; theRroceed--

ings of this man A, that uuIqss jiuruorjta ê relic/ bp. aSoraod, it 

will cause.. the. tepid depopulation and of .six of the finest

■ villages,, which, on the whole, contained, alxnit 1,%00 irihaoifonfo 

wfoiph iised , ;to be an honor to ,<% €fc>T»«unont».m̂ . in which it 

had the daily blessings p.£ m̂ ,n.y kuiforeds of poor creatures.

! The names of the sis villages are as, follows :r-T, L, S,. A 0, 
■and- B. B, the Maon3h.ee has given out, he has purchased the 
..fô xnfog of from M, â d/t therefore,..as zcpundar he chums the 

.rent off,they land, and as Sheristadar, he,enforces the payro.eid,
,J ad loins a village called K f. whi.cg belongs to the M.oo.ncliee., 

aiui" because it does r.cly bn jK , the Mqonshee, laygyeuni to it, ■' ̂ 1 d 

as Sherisfadar ,eqforces his right, Ay present,, therefore, the 

greatest distress-: pr.erails in these two villages S and J, d bus 

this man A acts In ••the.do.rihle capacity,of a ze.np.n lay and a Go- 

yeramenr Officer, using Atye power oi the latter to enforce thp 

exactions of the* former. Ought such things to he allowed V It 

is by people of this kind, that the greater part of the abuses 

charged uu Gpyernment originate, and there should be a rufo, 

that no nemindar or landholder of any sort should be. allowed 

to bp a Government, Officer, And at present die.proceedings 

of this map requir,e to be questioned, and whilst such are hem- 

done, he should be suspended, or at! all events, removed from the 

district-—the cry against him is very great,- -he is now both Collec

tor ̂ tnd landholder !! 1 A nd he appears to, have such influence in 

the distnet, that whatever he'says or proposes'is adopted. P lays 

claim' to Band G, because tinny adjoin t ho. village called N, and 

which is in his estate. Keally Mr. Editor, those things should be 

brought forward to'the notice of Government. I have, of course, 

given but the account of one party, and aip, therefore open to

vonvivnon : but what right have these people to the land granted
- h ' it:.;' .cffifkvv ly-cue m-ur - v . ■ ; ■ v  ̂ ■: y!- .: ’ ..
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by the Government'to- the pensioners, and -how . can the - mara A- 
he justified in his proceedings.”' - A Gorretiponderii of the Friend 
of India, Q&toher %8, I8f0.

The Laityal System.
Being possessed of .vast wealth and unlimited power, which 

have been foolishly conferred upon-, them* the zemindars defied 
and still defy the authority, of Government, and take the .adnu* 
n 1st cation of justice into their own hap ds. Nothing shews their 
oon-tempt -of its authority ."more - elê riy and decidedly than the 
most horrible outrages perpetrated ,hv them and. their lattyah or 
club,men in broad day-light. ■' Without an iota of eduGatiops ‘h 
public spirit, or desire to do good, to the people, the only use, , •< 
they have made of their ..vast wealth is to keep or . hire • score? 
and hundreds, of kittyals, and to pick out .quarrels with'thoir 
brother zemindars, isdigp-planters, and ryots. \V ell.-aware of - the 
fact, that they can-escape with perfect impunity irora ■ the daring 
outrages so, long as .they ;ha.ve money in their ppqkets, they 
order- these men; to fight, -their opponents, to plunder and burn 
villages,, and..to commit thousand .other atrocities, which, no pen. 
or tongue can fully describe. Hero it. ought to be remarked, 
that these- laikyals, ' who are generally the men of the lowest 
classess and are almost always unable.to support;.themselvesand 
their .families by their little namings,, which are due to the low 
price of labour, gladly take,the. opportunity of employing them- 
.ĝ lvosdu any capacity, however- detrimental it may be to them 
future interests. In this way, thousands of them in hope of sup
porting thotpseiyes and their families, By enlisting themselves 
under the banners of the zemindars, have met with violent death, 
and left their dear wiyeijt .apd children to cry about m the . streets ; 
while dons of thousand  ̂ having been - severely wounded made, 
themselves useless for their lives, and aburden.upon them ; and 
God knows, how many more have been sentenced to rigorous 
imprisonment-' for .-breach of peace . But the - zemindars— 
the cause of jII these vnlanutfos—Thave osenppa with perfect 
impunity. . They have plundered ii* broa«l d^y-light 'thousands of

• <3
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r vots of. every tiling they possessed, ami driven them from their 
dear homes. All those outrages have been, ami lire still being, 
perpetrated in a province, tvhich has been the longest under 'the 
British rule, and not only in remote parts of it. hut. also in the 
very heart of the metropolis of British India. We firmly be
lieve, that there is no civilized Government in the world except 
tlmt of India, professing to make laws and regulations for tho 
happiness and well-being of the people, which would allow such 
outrages to bo perpetrated for more than hundred years, and in 
this enlightened nineteenth century among 00 millions of people, 
who are Celebrated for their peaceful habits, and by a few volup
tuous landlords, whose fate bangs upon a hair—upon a single 
strobe of pen of her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India. It 
is enough to say, that if we consider the number of the victims 
of the zemindars’ unbounded avarice and exactions, and tire 
duration of the torments indicted upon them during the last 
eighty-four years, their crimes only fall short ot those of the 
Spaniards on their first colonization in the New World, The 
avaricious ferocity of great many zemindars cost, humanity thou
sands of valuable- Jives. They were destroyed by torments- much 
more atrocious, much more prolonged, they were sacrified with
out provocation by the calm calculations- of avarice. Thousands 
of inhabitants ’of these provinces have been . condemned to hard 
.labour in the fields; they have been forced upon exertions, which 
w-efe beyond their strength, while they have not been allowed 
suHfibierit nourishment ; they have been subjected to every inge
nuity of oppression iu spite of weakness, wounds, ami sickness, 
and they were relieved from these horrible torments by death 
alone.

If onertenth of the sum, which has thus not only been 
wasted, but also has spread ruin and desolation throughout the 
land, had been spent in making improvements of the estates, the 
condition of'the ryots would have been much improved. We 
need hot make any. further remarks; we have only to ropiest 
mVr readers'to judge of their truth from the following quotations, 
which will throw much light upon the subject.'
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©ispntes Cbneerning band. 11 ;v p v t ' or lumif*)'.<*1 
hind, or a dependent in look d a r. - r an n'nder-farmrr, or a ryot, or 
other person,, shall have a claim to any disputed hurl or crops 
in. the possession of another, the claimant is prohibited from 
passeasing or attempting h* possess himself of the land # ’ crops 
by force, hut is to prefer his claim to the Dewanny Adawini ol 
the ZiHali." Reg. X hi X. 17l>3, w/\ 2.

“ If any such claimant, shall forcibly take possession of five 
disputed laud or ©Pops, the. party dispossessed shall he at liberty 
to represent the circumstance to the Judge of ine Dewanny 
A daw tut-, who is immediately to take cognizance of the complaint, 
and upon the previous possession o| the.complainant'.hebug pro ved 
to Ins satisfaction, shall, without, cm pi i ring into the merits' of the 
claim of the possessor, cause the disputed I and-or crops to r.»e 
restored to the complainant, or the value of the proves to be paid 
to him, if they shall have been damaged.-' destroyed,.or .shall Pot 
be forthcoming, and award against the offender su.eh costs and 
damages, as may appear to him equitable, leaving- him to prefer 
his claim to the property in dispute to live DewAnny Ad aw hit."
Meg, XLIX., 171%, m. 3.

“ If any sued) claimant or any persons accompanying him, 
in taking, or attempting to take, possession of the disputed land 
or crops by force, shall kill, or wound, or violently Irani any 
person, the- Judge, upon the complainant, proving previous pos
session to his satisfaction, shall not only proceed against- the 
offender, as directed in the ease specified in Section 3, but his 
right to the disputed land or crops shall be adjudged forfeited to 
the complainant; and, whether the dispossession he proved to the 
satisfaction of the Judge or not, the offender and all persons 
aiding or assisting him in the act, shall -be committed or hold to 
bail (according to.the circumstances of 'the ease) t-o" take their 
trial before the Court of Circuit” /by/. XLIX,, 1793, «r. k

“ if the agents,-servants,' or dependents, or arty persons' in 
the employ of a claimant to the disputed land or crops shall take, 
or attempt to take, possession thereof by force, and the actual 
claimant shall not be present, the Judge shall "iliwditheles restore

■ Cê  . ■ '
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the disputed land or crops, or the value of the latter, to the per
son who had. possession, if he shall have been dispossessed, and 
proceed against the' parties actually present in the manner direct
ed in Section 4, in the - event of their -having killed, wounded* or 
violently beaten any person, arid if it shad bo proved that* the par- 
ties immediately concerned in taking, or attempting -to take, -pos
session of the disputed property, acted by the orders, or with the 
knowledge or connivance of the actual claimant, he shall forfeit 
his right to the disputed property to the person dispossessed, and 
be liable-' to be proceeded against in the Criminal Court, • -in the 
same manner as if he had been present.” Meg, XLIX., 1893, 
me. 5.

" This Regulation affording ready means of redress to all 
persons, - who may be forcibly dispossessed of land or crops, pro-- 
prietors and fanners of land, - dependent talookdars, under -farm ers, 
and ryots, and all. other: persons, are .prohibited from ar in-i ng them - 
selves, or entertaining armed Fykes or other,persons, for the pur- 
poae of keeping possession of, or guarcing any .disputed, land co 
crops, and if any claimant to disputed land or* crops shall go arm-*
©d with a sword, stick, or other weapon, or give orders for, or con
nive at, any persons going so armed, to take possession of such 
laid or crops, and the party in possession of. the land or crops, 
or any person having a cj&im .thereto, shad go armed, or give, 
orders for, or connive at, the assembling of any armed men to 
prevent such, or armed persons on his part, . taking possession o f . 
the land ox crops, or to dispossess, them by force, .should -tuey have 
taken possession of the property, and a . fray should I W t  
ariy person he killed, wounded, or violently beaten, on. fcitppr smp; 
the laud or crops in dispute shall bp adjudged forfeited to .Govern
ment, and be. disposed of as the Governor-Genera! in Council,.may 
think proper, and-both of the claimants to the* property, and all
persons present, and .assisting, or ooin^rne^,^, the affray, shall be
committed to prison or held to baji (according to the cirou instances 
of * the case) to take then trial, before the Un.mmal Court.
XLTX., 1793, sec. 6,

Let ns see hovr far the scraindars have abided by the law*
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A, writer in the Review “To fcbe zemindar̂  1*
dqe thp.invention yf xhê lattŷ l system. We can afiiini with the 
fullest confidence,; that it ;was not flie, device. of the pkuiloi-rjd hat,
■leftsto hlmgeli,,and,.with the pw&pejgt. of. fair dealing and speedy 
justice, he would cot have taken, up grroy.in' broad day-light. ..But 
ah tbe,,..savtrie time; we aye, .if he had,no .hand
. in. its .esfcahli sb ruent at first, -.lie showed, rm backward ness in avail- 

■ frig Ininself of,it, when once fairly, staj Led. Xay.orir regard for triith 
corn; ells us to .declare, that in thp use fuyt apphoa ion. of tlms-a 
weapons, he fully, maimailed the sgpeunorby of rhe British charac
ter, and often far surpassed ip. execution what the boldest native 
land holder hast .ever ventured; tp conceive.’1 Quoted, in. the Friend 
of hidia,, May ̂ 0,18^7.

“ The perpetual effort of the zemindar to preveru, the intru
sion, as-h,e dpein.ed .it, of the plan.ter, placed both parties -in a state 
pf. mutual h^tilUy.—' Many a factory could tell a tale of disasters 
enc nmitferedgmd .̂.speedily avenged of crisises,. when, tlje State 
seemed on the,verge of destruction followed by victories rendered 
more brilliant by the previous loss, of long and obstinate struggles 
in which the natives yielded only ty> the,concentrated and persever
ing energy of the European with ample resources.

' Out of some fifty and more concerns in several districts in 
Lower Bengal, we have been unable’, says the Be viewer, ‘ to find 
a single one, about which in sometime in the last thirty or forty 
.years, affrays have not taken plage attended with homicide or with 
severe'v'puodinvs’:—11 not one’, hut ‘ hundred instances can he given 
of fair stand up fights, when two, throb, or half a do?en lives were 
lost with a proportionate' return of wounded; of battles fvhen the 
up-countiv hrujohasee fought with a determination, which would 
have. (Tone honor to the' Oorppany*s ranks in any compaign, of 
hair-hrea,dth' escapes, when the planter, waylaid by a band of 
.Lcittyqk, only saved himself by the fleetness of his good steed ; of 
armed hosts attacking out -faef&r’Ms and levelling them with the 
ground

The affrays were so frequent and horrible, that Mr. Darhpiev 
proposed a very stringent law in order to eradicate them and eh-

' f 1 > “ 1 ' * ,
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tablisli the dominion of the law through Bengal. ‘ It was to the 
effect,' in the Words of the Reviewer, ‘ that in every case of affray 
the proprietor of the concern, or the zemindar, for whose 
benefit the affray was undertaken, should undergo six months of 
imprisonment without any proof of his presence at the scene of 
action, without even distinct proof, that, he had authorized the 
disturbance, hut with the sole understanding, that he had In nefil 
ed by it, and this too whether the zemindar had been smoking his 
fmohahin his summer residence at~~-— —, or the planter had been 
at a different factory some thirty miles from the battlefield.'”
The Friend of India, May XO, ISfl,

a A dispute regarding some lands existed between two land
holders, M, the nephew and manager of that great zemindar N, 
and S. The lands were, it is sail!, decided by the Magistrate if* 
favour of Is. On Saturda y last, the loth instant, Iff proceeded with 
an armed force of three hundred clubmen to two of S s villages, 
ami plundered them. Elated with his success, he ordered his men 
to proceed U $Vfactory, which they likewise plundered, and then 
set lire and burnt them.

In consequence of a dispute, which prevails between the ta- 
lookdar of K and the -zemindar of 1), the latter, the most power
ful of the two, lately pioviding himself with about 150 armed 
men, made an attack upon the former and upon the inhabitants 
of K, his tenants. The atrocities they committed were, indeed, 
horrible. They not only plundered them of their valuables, but 
burned down their houses also. Several of the employers or 
friends to the tuluokdur were wounded ok the occasion, and one 

of them Was so severely cut with a sword, that his life was at the 
time despaired of. The Darogah of the Shamgmrge Thauah is 
now making an investigation on the matter, at the close of which, 
he will forward the offenders [o the Magistrate.

.W e have learnt the following from a friend just arrived from 
Jessorc. ’There live two zemindars'at A in tliafc zillah, named K 
and C, both.of, whom maintain a respectable character. They had 
a dispute., with an indigo-planter, whose factory lies at. H, regard
ing some lands, and they fought together several times iff cause--

i 184 )
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qitenorvyefc the• dispute remained in the same position as at 
The zemindars bad at one time a great number of kUtyals fm the 
chastisement of their opponent, who getting frightened et this, 
proposed to enter into a treaty to restore peace among them. The 
zemindars, who had got tired of fighting, lost no time in accept
ing, the offer; and' seeing no necessity of incurring' useless expense, 
dispensed with the sendees of the said laUyalH. The indigo- 
planter, who, still bore a grudge against the .zemindars, embraced 
this opportunity, and privately employed a number iff rnen - -pre
paratory to making an attack upon them. On the Kith of Ja
nuary, when His force .was quite ready'for the- field—no- less than 
4 or 500 in number—the indigo-planter with them ihade an- inva
sion upon the dwelling houses of - the "said zemindars-:. The men 
nmi-treated the inmates without mercy, made free with everything 
they found there, consisting of money, jow&lhjry, -&c. •"fJ?hi's was 
no v all, for a part of the promises of K and the houses 'o f his 
tenants were set fire to, while some money, which was buried fe 
the ground at the .former place, was dug up and carried off,”
Ibid ., F ebru a ry  d?7, /■ !?,£#.

“ The Fnglisfarian-has published the following letter addressed 
to the Police Au thorities, by order of the Governor-General, on first 
hearing of the engagement between two’bodies of clubmen, in the 
vicinity of this town, three or four months back :

‘ Prom-'the 'Secretary of the Government of Bengal to the 
Superintendent of Police, Fort William, 5J6th July 1848,

Sir,—-I am directed by the Right Hon'bfe the Governor of 
Bengal, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 1665 of the 
~5th instant, reporting the occurrence of a serious*affray in five
neighbourhood of S-----— in which two persons have been mor-
dored, and which is supposed to have arisen out of the existing 
disputes between A and B, and to have been instigated and direct
ed by these two parties respective! v.

! he Governor relies upon you to act in this ease with the 
vigour and activdy which id required by the occasion. Hi, Lord: 
ship looks upon the ease as one of serious importance, and he is 
anxious-, that no exertions: should be spared on the part of thy

“24 "



Police Authorities to-punish not only the actors in the shameful 
outrage, but also the tar more criminal anthers and instigators 
of the crime.

Yon observe that-yon will not allow A s rank to interfere 
with criminal proceedings against him; It is the Governor’s very 
confident expectation, that you will bear in mind, in all your 
measures arising out of , this occurrence, that the law know3 in 
its operation no distinction of rank; and if any difference is made 
•by those whose duty it is to enforce the law against the evil
doers, the scale should rather turn against the man of rank, who,
IVota better education and less- temptations to crime, should be 
less inclined to commit it,

You will proceed, therefore, In this ease with the utmost 
zeal and .promptitude, and without respect to persons. If there 
foe reason to suppose, that A or his rival have made themselves 
liable to be questioned at the bar of the Zillah Magistrate for 
their conduct in this case, you will take such measures, as the 
law will permit,-for placing them personally at the Magistrates 
bar, and for inflicting upon them the full me wsure of punishment, 
which.their offences may have deserved.

The .credit -of your- department is deeply involved in this., 
as ip another case, upon which you have this day received in
structions in searching out and convicting those, who have been 
guilty of barbarous and disgraceful outrage-, and His Lordship s 
close interest and -attention, .will bo given in; every, step of your 
proceedings.

H is lordship observes, that no report of this case was sub
mitted to -.Government until the 2.4thinstant,..though the occur
rence took place in the vicinity of Calcutta on the iltb. This 
delay requires, explanation, and it is TIG .Lordship s desire, that 
as noon as you are yourself on the spot, to which, he cannot doubt, 
you will immediately have hastened,-you will both use yourself, 
ami express on the part of others a much more prompt and rapid 
system of report than seems to have been yet adopted.

You are required to furnish the local authorities with a copy 
of. this letter, .that they may. become aware of the great interest*

’ ( m  , § L
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which Bin Lordship takes, in this, ease, and of the vigour and 
energy with which he expects it to be prosecuted,

(Sd.) F. J, HaMiday,
Sect/ to the Govt, of Bengal*

This: communication is precisely .that, which might have been, 
expected to be issued by a, .Gavemor-Gpneral fresh from England, 
when he learnt that the landed gentry even in the neighbourhood 
of the metropolis, were in the habit of settling their dispute® 
witheach other, not by a resort to the .Courts of "Law, but by 
bringing two or three hundred clubmen together oh either side, 
and lighting the matter out. There is nothing in-the sentiments, 
or in the language of that document, which does not .reflect great 
credit on the character, of Government.: it was the duty oft the
ruling power to embrace the first opportunity, which presented 
hsclf of affording its support to the Police. Authorities in their 
endeavours to bring , the instigators of these outrages to justice;,, 
and to provide for the peace,and security of the district ; and it 
wa,s wise to create a general impression in the public mind, that 
the Governor-General took an especial interest in the suppres
sion of these acts of violence, which had. hitherto baffled the 
public officers o f justice.

The la lure of the attempt to bring home the outrage in the 
present instance to those, who were originally charged wi th it, 
does not, in the smallest degree, diminish the propriety of that 
communication. That the battle was fought by men, who had 
no mutual animosities to stimulate them, and that they were 
instigated, paid, and assembled by some of the landed proprietors 
who were at feud with each other, is of course perfectly know a 
and acknowledged by all. The Kughli Court has decided, that 
the parties charged with instigating it, were not guilty of the 
crime, and they are, of course, entitled in the most, ample degree 
to the benefit of this legal acquittal But the fact remains un
controverted, that the peace of the country is constantly disturb
ed, and the lives'of men are constantly risked by the disputes 
among landholders'; and the result of the trial only shows how 
insufficient our legal institutions are for the discovery and pun-



ishment of the ; md aggressors, and the necessity of some more 
stringent laws for the repression of these outrages. While the 
trial was in'progress, the papers announced another large assem
blage of two bodies of armed men in the next district by order 
of two landholders, and described the terror with which this. 
armed-, affray bad filled the neighbourhood. Had any act of 
violence been committed by them, there would have been pre
cisely the same difficulty in tracing out that breach of the peace 
to its:source, and convicting the real offenders, as there had been 
in the Bughli trial. We observed on a recent occasion, that con
sidering the power and resources of the zemindars, the low state 
of morality iff Bengal, and the variety of legal impedemeuts, the 
conviction of any landholder, who may have instigated stick out
rages, is'next to a miracle,” Ibid., August t8Jf.8,

“ All the papers have alluded cursorily to the circumstance 
of a native Baby Who was before the Police in Calcutta, the 
other clay with some information against B, when he was captured 
By y smnhiohs from Serampur to give evidence in a case of mur
der.' ’ -

■ The case slightly glanced at is one of those serious affrays 
unfortunately too common in the Lower Provinces of Bengal, but, 
as it will servo to illustrate the state of native society among 
the higher classes in and around the metropolis, and the difficul
ty of maintaining a good Police, we shall venture to give some 
details of it. The*affair was a pitched battle fought some days
hack at thevillagff off— ---- , not a hundred miles from Gal-
ctitta. TwO men are.ascertained to have been killed, and eleven 
wduncitidobut the people of the neighbourhood assert, that three 
or nforc. whb weip mortally wounded, were carried off by their 
pcirf.y. There has, it seems, for some' time past, -been a mortal 
feud between one R in Calcutta and a certain zemindar, both 
well-known in society. Through dome intricate transactions, 
which we need not recapitulate, their quarrel came to be decided 
at the1 village mentioned above. We have, before us, a very 
mimitn, and we believe, correct muster-roll of the chiefs on either 
side. R is said to have obtained the assistance of-----------  in
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Calcutta, and of a certain Babm who lma figured more, 'than 010- 
in the Reports of the Superintewfent of Police, and at the-sound 
of whose name every villager in the eastern part of Bengal trem
bles. The clubmen of those two native gentlemen, and also - ot 
certain other allies, were collected on the occasion. On the'other 
side the zemindar assembled all his own force, and borrowed ail 
the armed retainers of his friends, and on the. evening in question 
between four and five hundred men came into collision, when the 
zemindar’s then sustained a signal defeat. The spot where the 
engagement, was fought affords eminent facilities-for the transac
tion of men by water, arid the'Magistrate did not, therefore, near 
of the 'gathering in time to prevent, the catastrophe: The result 
of the enquiries of the Police We have already Staled. This 
event, which is 'by no means 'uncommon,' presents a very curious 
picture of the state of Bengal eighty-tune years 'after the battle 
Pla'ssey. P!ere We have large bands ol armed retainers, who are 
maintained simply with the view of enabling their masters to 
take the law into their own hands', marshalled in and about the 
metropolis, and despatched under proper leaders to maintain the 
quarrel of two rich natives in the village selected fur the occasion. 
They move deliberately up to the scene of conflict, ami an en
gagement takes place without any interference on the part ot 
the Police, who were far too feeble to offer resistance. 1 no 
partisan warfare is carried on not by rude and rough chieftains, 
who are anxious to maintain their hereditary independence, but 
by the delicate Bahaa in Bengal, by men who may be seen any 
day driving their elegant carriages through- Cialqutta. Here the 
public peace has been disturbed, the pursuits pi industry have 
been interrupted, and injury of life and hmb inflicted to a de
plorable extent under the instigation of men, who sustain the 
highest position in society in Calcutta, who are on the Govern* 
mont. House list, and receive tokens of distinction from tae 
Governor-General in Public Durbar, Whilst such examples are 
sot by the higher classes of society, how can we expect obedience 
to the law among the lower orders ? May it not be said, that 
the peace of the district i;i at their mercy, and that the Police



nets only through their fbvbearaiiced The- district of Huglili has 
fong been remarkable for its affrays, hut it will be found, that sn 
numerous instances the infraction ot the low is to be traced to 
those who ought to be foremost in supporting its dignity. Un- 
fortunately owing to the great defect of our legal institutions, 
the real offenders can scarcely be reached by the.arm of the law. 
They, have-an unbounded, command of wealth and witnesses, the 
Magistrate, whatever, his own conviction may be,- cannot act in 
the- face of -evidence duly sworn to; and seldom cart proof he 
obtained sufficient to bring homo the guilt to-those, who arc at 
the bottom of these outrages. Recent decisions ot the Supreme 
Court have,.moreover,, contributed in no small degree to paralize 
the vigor of the Magistrates, who have the misfortune to be .sta
tioned in its vicinity. The great, and the rich among the natives 
in Calcutta .can at any time cl rag-them before that Court for acts 
done m their Magisterial capacity. Their .conductis watched 
with the most zealous scrutiny, and .they can never be, certain, 
that they-.shall not be indicted and condemned to pay overwhelm
ing costs in that tribunal for acts, which they arid their prede
cessors have always been in the habit of considering legal and 
legitimate. Ail our laws, local as well as British,.are against the 
vigorous pursuit of the criminals, who thus keep the country in 
a state of agitation, and destroy the peace of society. In the 
present instance, although the names of those whose instruments 
have committed this outrage, are universally known, and the 
strength and influence of the various parties who appeared, m 
the field is the topic of general conversation, the upshot of the 
business will be the condemnation of half a dozen of the compara
tively innocent subordinates, who were engaged in the affray, and 
the complete impunity of their employers, who will thus be en
couraged to lay plans for another demonstration of their power.” 
IbuL  July, 27, 1M8,

“ Tffe trial of R and his son and S at H~----------for having
instigated a. conflict between two bands of laUyuls or clubmen, 
which proved fatal to several, has terminated, as was expected, in 
theii' acquittal, It was found impossible to' substantiate their par-



tieipntioB lmfliei outrage, ami they have obtained full legal obftolntwu 
;!'Vom the guilt and consequences of the transaction.-

S, though he has hail a fortunate escape on this trial, was, 
m we learn front a native paper, detained .by the Magistrate to he 
fox-warded to Furreedpuv to answer for a similar charge in that 
district.

So far as these, native' geutlemen were supposed to be im
plicated in this breach of the peace, the enquiry, has terminated 
in. their favour, and there is nothing more to be .said in reference 

them. But it is manifest, that the four pi five hundred club- 
raen., who were assembled in hostile array at.the village, and who 
fought each other without any motive of personal hostility, must 
have been brought together through the agency of some men of 
wealth and influence. It is much, to be. regretted, therefore, that 
the Courts should not have been able to discover and punish the 
instigators of this outrage. The case has terminated without any 
advantageous .result for the future peace of the district, and the 
impunity with which those who were really guilty, have escaped, 
is, we fear, likely to lead to a repetition of this partisan warfare. 
As regards the general tranquility of the country, it is to he deplored 
that Government has not been able as yet to devise any means 
by which it may be effectually secured from interruption by tffo 
feuds of the landholders, who are permitted to retain so large a 
foody of armed, men in their service, that the peace of a district 
appears to depend more on their forbearance than on the 
vigour of the civil power. The issue of any trial, that may be 
instituted to bring the alleged delinquents in su.ch cases to justice, 
must necessarily depend on the weight of testimony, and the 
zemindars possess such vast resources of evidence, that the convic
tion of any of them would be little short of a miracle, yet it can
not but be the bounden duty of Government to maintain the 
peace of the districts inviolate, and the perpetual recurrence of 
these hostilities, by which the security of life and property is a& 
fatally compromised, reflects great discredit on our institutions, 
The very existence of such bauds of men, superior in number to 
the constabulary force of the State and ready at any moBKfo, to
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turn f at) the bidding ol' Un-ir employers. is mi anomaly in our 
system. Might not .some kind of registration of the kittyalu be 
found beneficial?” Ibid., November dO, JSJf S.

*‘ Au active and zealous Magistrate addressed a very able 
letter to the Superintendent ol Police, in which he observes-:—
‘ Thus a set of hireling or professional fighting men, generally 
strangers at the places where they may be employed, and so 
chosen, as to l>e less liable to recognition, are fostered, who from 
the weapons they use? and the practices they pursue, are thus trained 
to dacoity- in broad day-light. For instance, numbers of the re- 
feasted prisoners, besides most of those who escaped seizure, are 
residents-of Furreedpur and Pubna, and the more distant parts 
ol this district. 'They call themselves Chitteehurders, take any 
kind pi temporary employment, and from the immense number 
bl persons thus- temporarily employed at the different factories, 
and rdi kinds of tenure-holders, the district swarms with them, 
They ate to be had in bodies of 5. 8, or 10 men, as the occasion 
may requii'bftmd are thus entered in the papers,' which have been 
seized ; -viz., so much to such, and such a Sirdar with hh hurada- 
red of 5, 8, or 10 men.

rI'hei Magistrate’s commimicatioh from which we have quoted, 
is filled with statements regarding the lawless proceedings of R 
and his cousin G, who employed large bodies of these clubmen, 
tb thwkit Pheh other. It' was proved from tlw papers found in 
the Outicherry ol the latter, that front 150 uo 200 men were thus 
keptMn pay fermonths, that during this period of intestine war, 
village's were repeatedly plundered by the adherents of both 
parties, ana that throughout the range of country they occupied, 
the '.Police- Officers' were' worse than useless, and the whole popu
lation was for Months completely at the mercy'-of these powerful 
and lawless' zeniindars.

"THd case'of the notorious P; who appears to be the Id of the 
Knsim-agar district, affords another instance of the working of
tuff-system: In April last, he-determined to prevent Mr.—_
Fyotif hilhlling their contract, and sowing indigo' in the villages, 
whith thbMemhidar had sub-let to him, and he collected a large



tody of arnied i'ctainera lu the.meantime he went. 1 irfco tin? Mfoi 
tion tomvftteh the prog toss of .-events; Mr. W • ĵa^nffirmatiom 
to the M&gistrate of this daaigeydfis and illegal and-
requestedi that sataet officer might . he deputed, to ̂ certain the 
truth oh -the.: assort ions. . He. resolved to repair to the., spot,hints#!*.; 
and in order to avoid -any suspicion on the. part of the -^Nddm 
went 'unaccompanied with any, of his- Police .Officers. Me had, 
better, however, give the narrative in the words, of the principal
■witness. ..... < .kn . ufi mu »/■; i t < h. b f ) * in yl.rjt<*;ht

' On our arriving .within a shorn distance of ,the .first village, 
called B, we met-some .of. the. factory ■ werv.au f«,-.,aud,\ desired- them; 
to go. .forward towards ..the village to. see if any of the la$ty<d&- 
would turn out against them. They' approached the village:,, 
however, without any of them making their appearance. The 
Magistrate at this time had some conversation with some of the 
ryots of this village, and also ''with arespectable-look ing native 
on his road from M, The Magistrate informed him 'who lie was, 
ami in his conversation with the ryots, they told him of 'their, 
willingness to sow their lands with indigo, but thftt “they had 
Been forbid to do so by 'the taloolsdar, We then proceeded through 
the village when Intiyals appeared. The Magistrate ordered the 
men who were with us to seize on them. One man was seized 
with a tatfii in his Hand, and the Magistrate'ordered that'he 
should he brought along as a prisoner. We had not proceeded 
further than fifty yards with the prisoner, when a number of 
Idttyals appeared issuing from the village, -who pursued us .with 
menacing attitudes-. I then asked the. Magistrate, if he was' sa
tisfied that the village contained armed-.- men. He said that ha 
was so, and to avoid-their.-nearer approach, he proposed we should- 
ride towards the. factory, which lay before us at a distance of two 
or three ,nri!es. We rode on accordingly. Whilst- doing so* A 
saw the latiyah reseat} the .prisoner,.'whilst others pursued inn 
We then approached the village, of 0, another village belonging 
to this-taloofcdar,--when bands of laftyals rushed out. with mena
cing attitudes and abusive language. The Magistrate was nearest 
to the village, and .1 saw a number of the laftyals pursue him
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with an nvident intent of doing htin bodily harm, which he 
escaped by urging on his horse. We succeeded in reaching the 
factory without having suffered any injury. Two Gomastahs, who 
fed joined us, the one from D, and the other from E, were also 
attacked, but, effected their escape in safety. Ou the arrival ot 
the Magistrate at the factory, he sent immediately for the Dare • 
gah, who soon made his appearance. He was ordered to'apprehend 
the head-servants of the talookdar, resident ' in the village. 
Shortly after his departure to execute this order, he sent informa
tion to the Magistrate, that in consequence of the large assem
blage of armed men, he was afraid to approach them. On a 
reiteration of the same order, he apprehended two servants of 
the talookdar.*

The Magistrate, after investigating the case on the 4th of 
May, stated in hi$ proceedings, that though the prisoners were at 
Krishhagur, that was no impediment to their issuing orders for 
the assemblage of the body of armed men, and that' such an 
assemblage could only be got up by the order of the zemindars, 
and he .therefore sentenced P and N to six months’ .imprisonment 
and a fine of 200 rupees. This sentence was confirmed by the 
Sessions Judge, but a representation having been made to the 
Nizamut Court, the proceedings were called for, and the Judge, 
finding no evidence to connect the zemindars with this riotous 
assembly, directed that they should be forthwith released.
S The 'Magistrate, whose communication we have quoted very 

justly observes: ‘ With this report, 1 have beet? able to place
before you illustrations regarding. laityah .and their practices, 
which 1 trust, are sufficient to remove all doubt regarding this 
body of men, whose conduct is so injurious to the well-being of 
if district, while their existence is a disgrace to the Police of so 
powerful a 'Government. But 1. am afraid, the system will never 
be rooted, until the employers are held responsible, as -repeatedly 
proposed bvmy predecessors, and until a law is passed making the 
prineipab for whose.benefit the assemblage takes place, liable to 
punishment; ” Ibiit, December 17, 18-46.
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. “ Of) the 27th of last month, wo reported a daring -outrage 

attended with loss of life in the neighbourhood of Pubqa. Wo 
have been several days in possession of further particulars, but 
the arrival and departure of, the. mail compelled tis to put pit 
their publication; The factory which was plundered 'is called , the 
S factory. The attack took place on the 14th and 15th. of last 
month, At a few miles' distance two native ladies reside, whp 
hold some large zemiudaries. Their servants have been notorious 
for-years: as-the pests of the surrounding country. Some.'dispute 
had risen between, .them and Mr. K, who resides fit the above 
named factory, with regard to-lands of which he obtained posses
sion by a legal decision ; this disappointment induced them to 
seek revenge. On the 13th ultimo, they sent about a thousand 
men, who took possession of some neighbouring villages, threw 
forty or fifty boatloads of indigo-plant into the river, sunk all the 
boats, and took away one of the village Clo mas tabs, who had not 
since been heard of. On the following night, the 14th, they sur
rounded the house, and at, the first rush killed one of the Bur- 
k undazes,. and badly wounded the factory Jemadar. They then 
broke open the floors of a room, in whiclr the cash was deposited, 
broke open the chest, and took away about fourteen hundred 
rupees. Mr. K was absent, but his wife and children were in the 
house, and, with some servants, succeeded in barricading the 
tipper doors, and Having a loaded gun, contrived to keep the 
ruffians at bay. About 10 o’clock in the morning, the Than ah 
Mohorer happened to pass, and seeing such a number of men, 
came on shore, on which they walked away taking.the dead body 
of the Bitrkundaz with them. Mrs. K then succeeded in sending 
oft"' a -message to the Magistrate and to her husband, who was 
forty miles from home at the time. The Magistrate arrived at 
about eight in the evening. On the following morning having 
been informed that another factory had been plundered, he pro
ceeded in that.direction,-but had scarcely gone a quarter of a 

w mile before lie met the ruffians who began abusing him. He 
returned to the factory and took the Darogah, Amlah, and alt the 
Police force, he had with him, and proceeded to disperse' or arresw
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the laMyah, who. remained where he hiui seeiv them. He'arrested 
tome &f 'them,, when seeing thatbis force troa net to strong as 
they had sujt'ppsed, they attacked him, killed the Darogah by fete 
side,, wtm tided three of the Burkumdasies badly, plundered the 
Are lab's boat and sank it, and would have killed the Magistrate 
feimsblf/ if he had not made off quickly. They then multi- 
■plied and carried off the dead body of the Darogafe, A number 
■iff the women of the neighbouring .villages .ran into the factory 
for shelter, and remained, there during the a tfcaek, making a dread- 
fnl ery, and it reffects no ,small1 credit, ow. the .lady of the house, 
that- amidst the terrors of her.g.heats, she preserved her owns*fore 
Utude, Had it failed her, she. and her children would, am ail 
Trfe'ba-bility'have been murdpred. .

F'dr the' last Ten days these people had bebn known as plun̂  
cierefs, and' scarcely h plantehih their -vicinity• had' escaped 'exldr*- 
tion or violence from them.

it ‘is stated, that i'.fee profits' of., the zetiniuWiek which sup
port these plunderers, are about Es, 40,000 a- year and as the 
ladies are childless, their revenue''is ' employ-eel in supporting a 
body of armed retainers. It is said also,That they baVe’a Mend 
at Cfourt, who helps tl.erh through difficulties, and lias amassed a 
large fortune by her influence over’a well-known public otfiCoh

, The whole mischief may be summed up as follows :-—
Two men murdered, one a public.;.fiinytionai'y. .One .man 

carried off .unhurt aryl concealed,, four badly .wounded, .much pro
perty carried off,or destroyed, and, two villages plundered. All 
ibis within & moderate distance of the ...capital of British India, 
in .a country which has not,seen a foreign, foe for a century, and 
which ought to be -m. well governed and free from outrage as an.

(.Aunty.,,. A ijqrrespondent of the Friend of , Lndtfy 
A Hpfuxt 10, idJf.8

", “ It is reported by the &tar} that another affray has taken 
place m'fPiybna between the servants, of .two rich zemindars. 
The dispute arose, out of a contested claim to an estate, and has



been attended,%‘ith lQ3s of- iife,” The t1 vimd of ladia. ho'ptpnx-
h&r 14,1 -
U >itw ^ ■ !*' 1 0 1 * • t r v + n . -  • ■ ■ ■ " ‘ r* «-T' * n . >  ; ■ ■. 4 ; U
. 1 , yThe Hindoo lMeb>'jm<W:' rebate*,;. thfd. the.peopk* $f G 

have been thrown into a state of; great alarm by the quarrels &t 
two rich zemindars of R, AY-hp have a band of about ihree.hunr 
■died laUyote'OV. clubmen .each, JSio..conflict has :as yet • taken 
place, as three, or four Darogahs areon the spot, but in the menu- 
time theilattyfihi.-amuse their leisure by .the plunder of the .pas
sengers and the poor around. It/isouly by the aocumulotion.of 
such facts as thqjte, that the necessity of roforraing au|f strength- 

' efimg the Police of Bengali can be enforced on- the. attention pf 
Gp-Yeriuneiit.'’ JG<A#9ripe;r-9, ISMS,,

“ The Hindoo Inidligeneer infqrmsni?, that.mo steps 'have 
been taken to. .put an,- end,, to the outrages; perpetrated by the 
clubmen of the tfef zeinindar§ of R; who huyp how been under 
arms for three,: weeks; nnd'iare incessantly:occupied with .plunder 
and,spoliation/’ >Ibidr> J$py#mbev, 1$J$‘

" The .Hindoo Gntettigencm;, report h, that the hands of 
belpnging;tp 'he R ?pmindnrs have.dispeiped oyertRe. country in 
pursuance of the orders ,pf the Magistrate, but this measure ha# 
done 1 iitln-seiwicm as they haye -already .committed ..several damp b 
race*. I Ijid,. i.) cc,ood*ov 1 , h-i-*1* .

d Tire zemipdari; tput cherry of kt in ..the, .district, pf Patna 
was recently entered , by two- hundred ariuod ■ ni.oai (af a idvui 
zermndard who in tire course.of. a few ipqnmpt% burnt the place 
down, and carried off whatever was found there/’
27, m o .

“ The concern of which the facfQjW.in..question is a paid, had 
been,.during many years, in 'the,, ha pdf ...of a-, genttpmau of very 
respectable French connections. The junior p.̂ ®tner of Ups 
concern sold his nharh of it do a plantey of . g-raat, .experience ,,ip
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indigo affairs, hut who, being obliged to reside At Calcutta, 
allowed the sole management of the concern to remain protem- 
'pot'v in the hands of the senior partner, who met with opposition 
in the course ■ of prosecuting his cultivations in the viiliige of A. 
Mo mmstored a few of the .servants of the concern with a view 
to save Iris property from spoliation believing, that the M--~- - 
pbopix: were meditating' an attack on his' factory or dwelling 
house. On seeing these preparations, they assembled a large 
gang o(iatiifah, and both parties were on their guard against 
any attacks that might be made. Tilings remained in this state 
for a few days, and there riot appearing any immediate likelihood
of an affray, although the lattyals of M-----and-the servants of the
factory endeavoured to provoke each other by abusive language 
to come to the scratch ; to Court, it seems, both parties resorted 
by petitions. Things remained in this position, when the pur
chaser of the share of the concern before mentioned arrived at 
the factory, and being of a charitable disposition-, he generously 
provided for a large body of paupers, it isbsmd, to the number of 
150 to 200, by giving them a monthly pittance- for their , support, 
Such an unusual display of benevolence was mistaken by the M—•— 
people, and 'induced them to resort to their employers, whom 
fchfcv ad vised'to lose no' time to use the means of defending them- 
selves against the' meditated at tack, as they imagined, of the 
body of lattyals the planter had collected; and was preparing for 
a battle by feeding them well. Letters were thereupon despatched 
in different directions to people in villages, where parties of 
mercenary fighting men were to be had for money, calling for 
immediate assistance. One of these missives was addressed to 
the INaib or from as tab of P of Perg-unnah 8, who is stated to bo 
at tiffs moment engaged in hindering the cultivations of a concern 
called N ; another was despatched to one G, who was engaged in 
.opposing the aggressions of sonic persons on the cultivation con
nected with the concern of an opptilenfc member of the Com
mittee of the Planters’ Association; a third letter was sent to the 
Naib of L, the ijardar of the proprietor or malik of a small 
♦'State, win? is building a new factory or repairing an old abandoned

' ^



oxie in the neighbourhood of the F concern; s fourth was lot-
warded to O, Naib of Pergummh M-----  the property of the
wealthiest zemindar in the district, of---- % who is the tereor of the
people, and no less so of the Police. The result nt semi tug nil 
these letters was, that a body of 250 of the most stout and des
perate fighting characters was assembled, and posted in detached 
parties in the compounds of the residences of the M——people. 
Here they waited two days for orders to commence the battle ; 
but the M-.— people finding that there was no apparent inten
tion on the part of the planter to proceed to such* extremities, as 
they had gratuitously anticipated, they betook themselves to dis
charging their hired bands by offering them small pecuniary 
gratuities, which they disdainfully rejected as entirely inadequate 
to their long established character. They left the M - 
people in displeasure, and heartening themselves by resorting to 
intoxicating drugs, or rather liquor, we conclude; they formed a 
determination to compensate themselves for their disappointment 
by turning out and plundering the first village, that came in their 
way. IX'Otwn-factmh, away they -sallied into the field of opera
tion, attached the villages, one belonging to their very employers, 
plundered their ryots, and decamped with a large booty. This
untoward affair furnished the M----- people the grounds of turning
their discomfiture to good account, by laying a false accusation 
in the Fouzdari Court against the planter, who was on the point 
ol being placed in critical situation by the friendly officers of the 
Nazir of that Court in favour of his adversaries, because he was 
his relation, as well ms by the Thanah Darogahs and a'host of 
'perjuring witnesses, who collect ively laid the facts on the shoulders 
of the planter much to his disadvantage, and succeeded in coin 
passing their nefarious object. The planter hastened to the Ma
gistrate, who was fortunately in the interior at the time on duty, 
though at the distance of one day’s journey, succeeded .in laying 
bare the nature of the plot, that was formed against him by the 
M-r—.people, and prevailed on him to visit the spot himself. 
He fortunately for the planter did so without any loss of time, 
and after a close investigation into the matter, ascertained, that



f.htf f*a»e i'fm mere * hdmmathm. a conspiracy against the pk.hh*ry 
at?d y*e• dmrmoem-mt •• w as, tlMrt several--offthe villains were pun* 
ished” 4 '■,C®vrwp@M>&fi of th&Gofivmereicd ■■Ad%'&rt-h<n*-) March 
£, JSJ-Oi..quoted in the FrMnd of India,,March t£, 1840,

We ha\fo/extraoteti a (Muvmu moated article from ifco Cal
culi a, Star upon the. late, zminvuluri trial, which contains some5 
carious items of inhumation. : Notv/ithsta-nding the cheek which 
zemfftdsvi LaflyaUmk.^ received from the later monster trial of 
it, we hear of a: similar ftollusi-on in arms, be tween a, zemindar vm 
siding; at, R-nud another at M. in Ziliah Hughli, for obtaining pos~, 
sê dop- of a .disputed tuleo.kt. : The sum. -that will be expended; 
on both sides;in bribes to AmlaRs, witnesses, &c., will not fall 
short , of ah least live , rimes the value: of the property, which 
caused the: warfare,,'add,to; this the guilt, which the : zemindars 
iuour in the eyes of pod pud ./man fpr having been the wilful 
instalments of; the, untimely dea th of three valuable human beings, 
ancV the ampptatioTx of arms or legs of ten more.: We hear from 
a creditable source,- that the sum expended" in Rs trial nearly 
amounted to eighty thousand rupees* a sum almost equal to eight 
times the value of the zemindan, the possession of. which led.tp 
the affray, The world may judge lrow foolish and rmcalculating, 
our tmmmdax; friends are,’ '' iilte Iddend oj Iwim.. January 18*

«A Correspoiiden.fc. of .-the. $7tylwhnian declares, that another 
affray between two parties of clubmen has taken place at ,B—— 
and it.is slightly hinted, that two well-known xenirmbtrs are im
plicated in' the,affair. These -affrays have already attracted the 
attention .of the Government, • and- it is to ho hoped, that Lord 
IXdhousie will devise some.plan for: their suppression .more effica
cious, than that at-present .resorted, to,” Ibid,, Jury do, 184-9.

“ A Correspondent of tffc Enylidm hm vp tatep, that ‘ the in

quiry insfiwt^d info: ilm ,. particulars of the,affray at B-~r-..-?

which we mentioned last, week, has .terminated without any



conviction beyond that of tfoe lattyah concerned. It is obvious, 
that the bazar was not plundered in mere wmntonuess; and i| 

would perhaps be as well to enquire who bemhied by this proceeding 
B—— is not more than six miles from Government House, yet it 
has been found impossible, even though the utmost exertions of the 
Magistrate have been used, to convict a couple .of; zemindars, 
whom every man in the zillah knows to have been the moving” 
spirits in the transaction. In a former instance, the deliverance 
is said to have cost nearly Rs. 50,0.00, and the accused .therefore 
paid in money at least for the slaughter caused by his servants ; 
but .in the present instance there has not been even ,the. penalty oi 
law expenses.” Ibid., August 184-9.

-"T— “•* ■■ . ■'r ... ; .\ • ... ■■ . ; , .;. ......
*■' The subject was brought under the special notice o* the 

Superintendent, of Police by a fatal affray, which ;toofc place in 
the district of Jessore last year between the agents of a respect- 
able farm ami a native.zemindar. The agents held, a form of a 
feu-aorta share of an estate in the district, and wished to sow' 
some of the lands with indigo, which the agent of the six-anna 
share was resolved to resist. Both parties prepared to carry out 
their wishes by force, and mustered their Idttyals qx armed re
tainers. The preparations for this breach of laws was made with 
such deliberation, that information was given to the Police Autho
rities some days before of the probability of an affray. As soon 
as Messrs. C, G, and Co.’s men began to plough, the opposite .party 
attacked them, and a genera! engagement ensued, The men from 
the indigo factory being armed with fire-arms, put their opponents 
(,<■» flight, after having killed one man and wounded another, tta- 
fortunately through some mismanagement of the ease, the parties 
in this nefarious affair were released and escaped with impunity.
The principal aggressor or rather instrument was acquitted: laid 
in,the present state of the law, the instigators could not be 
reached.

Though this affray occurred last year, it has only just been 
brought fully under the public notice by the publication of the 
Report, and us this system is still in full operation, the subject its
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one'of 'deep and painful interest. That society should be in such
b/htkte; ah to allow tlio:h<Jeiurreiiec; of 'such' scenes Within a Iran* 
dred .miles of' the metropolis, nearly a century after the’ Battle of 
BlaMpy; W not only very estrdoidinafy, bo r ’ reflects the highest 
discredit on Bur institutions;.'..There are few indigo1 factories not 
provided with a body of atunCd retainers ready to take the field 
at the1 command of their masters, whose’ salt1 they may happoit 
for the tune tb’ be'enting, and few zci'iiindarS, who'have trot 'a 
simdar brigade of clubmen, if any' dispute 'arise' between these 
classes, it "is not referred to the eorist.it uted authorities, hut 
settled By the strength and sinews of their rbspbctivd rctaihers: 
But the lattyala are not exclusively ernployed in deciding the 
disputes between zemindars and indigo-planters. The zemindar 
frequently employs his force to coerce a licighbourirjg' lanclioid, 
and the lawless bands at the factories'are ofteii employed in the 
aggressions 'made by one planter on another, it appears" scarcely 
credible, though "an actual fact, that in those dis&icts which hate 
been longest, under our dominion, and in'' tvlrich our political 
authority is most thoroughly established, the power of the laws 
is weakest, and tire spirit of lawless violence most prevalent and 
successful.' A larger body of armed men Is retained by private 
individual  ̂ to commit breaches of the peace/ than- the*constabu
lary force paid by the State to' maintain it, Tlic' public aft then- 
ties ■ are openly set at defiance. The firm object of ail Cov/p-h- 
merit, that of establishing the supremacy of law. is defeated* 
and those .districts in Bengal, which contribute most largely to 
the production of indigo, arc in such a . state of disorganization 
from this cause, as would have been considered disgraceful under 
a ifalioniedan Government, and held up to view as the most/ in
controvertible evidence of its imbecility and vieiousmss It is 
rip hyperbole k> affirm, that the power ' of Govenmicnt 'is most 
distinctly recognized and felt in the Jullundar Dboab than in the 
district Jiyssorq. >4 ..........

■ It appears rather to be on flic increase, as no find hits 

Dampier 4particularly regretting to  observe, that 'the piaeuce of 

providing ia ity o h  or clubmen with live-arms u- becoming- mom
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common.’ So groat is . the . demoralization, which this system, 
spreads through all classes of the natives by the constantexhibb 
tiori of .lawless violence,..bv the abeyance of law' and equity,.-and 
the too frequent triumph of force, and tyranny, that the hope of 
ROftiai, moral; or intellectual improvement in the districts.in winch 
it prevails, is faint.indeed. These .armed retainers are the ready • 
histruments of oppression m the hands of their employers, and 
thousands of deeds ef darkness and cruelty, are perpetrated .by 
them, which never reach the ear of the Magistrate, One of the 
nmst.-'pressing!duties of Government-is- the suppression of :these 
companies by the most energetic measures. They should be* imme
diately and- imperatively disbanded under heavy : penalties, and 
in every .instance "in which aw affray or outrage is"committed by 
them, the- real principals, --their employers, whether.. Native.- of 
European, should be'visited- with signal punishment, At present 
those who are the real cause of these sanguinary conflicts, are 
suffered to escape, while their instruments alone are brought 
before the Courts?,, and too often escape from the. difficulty- of se
curing a conviction.:'1 Ibid., 'October M, 1SJ$.

“ A variety of papers, statements, and petitions, have just 
been, published, the object of which is to prove that the Judge 
of Jessore has forbidden the celebration of the Ohurraek Poojuh 
throughout district. Interference wfrh the. religion :of any 
party is, of course, highly -object bnuble, and even the abominations 
el 'the swinging festival may possibly be brought under that de
nomination, but we. imagine in this ease it will be-found, that- the 
punishment inflicted on the lb nib was not for swinging himself 
(which- is, of course, -a matter he never attempted) but for com
pelling others to do so. In alpiost all places. the cu&tom is ncto 
kept vp by actual compulsion on the part of thezemindars, 
in -Shram-pur at the- last :celebration, a desperate -attempt was 
made to frighten • three husbandmen into- thefperfopmarnte-of - the 
ceremony, and one: of the men receiv ed a sev-eto Wound! ofn-his 
head for his resistance, - VVlVat'oTer- may be the right-"of offiotail 
lunctionanos to interfere with ■-Hindoo e e r e i s  uudoubt*



iMily their duty to prevent torture or compulsion of any kind, 
and'this Mr, James has endeavoured to effect. ibid., July JVth,
M49

" A Correspondent of the Fngluhjmn gives the following 
instance of ' tire -eternal quarrels between the .zemindars apd 
planters,/ which seefm to extend even beyond • the grave t-*-' In. 
performing the last sad offices to our poor friend■ Russel’s wmtaM 
at,£f— we were much annoyed by thfe xmindar. Thife: worthy 
would‘ not allow a grave to be dug, although an European had 
before been buried on the spur, and hit imjhmioe mis so effectu
ally <&md> that the ryots refused to sell planks> although lots in 
the 'village. We were ultimately obliged to use the doors, and 
bury him in the compound. The object, of course, was to extort 
mosey. So much-.for being loved by the natives, which they s&f, 
h& was.' ” Ibid.,> May IS4-9.

._Sl̂  ,,.  ̂ ..■ r ; f.., O '; ----- ^

;ff As frequently happens in some parts of Bengal, the ryots 
and tenure-holders of a certain, village and its ‘neighbourhood: 
were divided into two parties, the one consisting of the-partisans 
and adherents of the ;—*—, -— - shareholder' of the zemindar!, 
or- --»ry- .zemindar as he was termed, and the other of those -of the 
Glioses, the——zemindars; One Asan and his brother Mahik, 
-who lived in one homestead and held under the Ghoses, had a 
quarrel with one Ka!ida% a substantial ryot on the-—-is side, 
relative to-the common..boundary between their respective plots 
oj ground.; and some -effort bad been made by the-r—«“.s people 
to make Asm, give up hisjote to 'Kalidas, or to. enter mho 
t&mms with the— ‘Nothing, however, came of this tot 
many -months, until one morning early four or five laityvi* of 
tbe-_—V party came to Asan's homestead on some vaguely ex
plained wand. Most, of Asan’s neighbours were, I ike himself, 
adherents of the Ghoses but one or two, awd -among these a mar. 
called M  Mahomed, whose hari (house) was only two or three 
hundred yards distant from that of Asan, belonged to the-—■— s 
lacfciofi. The laUyals apparently not succeeding at once in their



mission to Asan. retired for a time to the ban of-their-friend-,-,
Kati Mahomed, sending meanwhile a message to rho----- '-4 t ui -
cherry. Two or three hours {Missed, Asau .run l his farm her. 
Manik, having taken their mid-day meal, were resting m their 
bam. when suddenly air uproar occurred- .̂four or live men-rushed 
m to >;d>;e Asan and Mauik, who then found that some 100 or 
1,50 men had come up to the assistance of the iaiiyals of the 
morning, and were approaching in force from !he south side to the 
attack of--.the bari. The' brothers attempted to escape, and 
M-anik was .fortunate -enough to got away on the north ; bu r, A sa;! 
was laid .hold.of bv. the men. and was carried off in triumph to 
the main-body of the assistants, who were collected in a hangla 
running east and west on the .south side of the bari. M.auik 
then came up with some of the -Glioses’ party, whom he had 
hurriedly collected, and, seeing-his brother a- prisoner in the hands 
of the enemy, rushed forward to save- ,'him. He was, however 
almost immediately speared by two men i-n succession. Op :lfe  
Assn. got .free and laid hold of one of them, but was boa.ten off, 
himself receiving a slight spear-wound in his head, On M&nika 
falling, the cry was raised that a man had been- killed, and as is 
usual on such occasions, the attacking party fled. M-ani-k died ;.t 
few minutes after lie was, stabbed, and thus ended the conflict as 
suddenly as it had begun.” The Calcutta Bmimo,- vol. UX., p. -356.

Sir George Campbell in his Administration Report, 1871-72, 
observes It has been said that in Bengal the rich and power
ful have been less restrained, and the poor less protected than in 
oth,ev provinces, ".and up to that time this was so- in the most 
literal .sense of the word. There was in the interior of Bengal 
a -lawlessness- and high-handed defiance of authority by. people, 
who took the law into their own hands by open violence, which 
would not have been tolerated for a moment-, in any other part, of 
India,”

- ‘Un 'the- middle of the year (1.870; there warn a serums- cause, 
of affray in the district of Jessore. One of the-..—.zemindars
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was: ,»onvi'eml, ami- fined )’, ... 500 The defendant, ap
pealed to the High Oourt, which has upheld the judgment of The 
Sesstqm Judge. In passing their judgment, Justices Jackson and 
MeDonrud quote the f die wing ̂ observation.-; of the late Justice 
JNcrnian: ‘ Where riot - • -and. bloodshed take, place as the 
result of a stand up'fight -between the partisans of two -rival 
zemindars'; where, as is too-'often the Case, arid as the.;Magistrate 
ha,s found was ( he ease here, lattyah- are--employed oh both sides, 
there can - be lit do- ■ or no doubt, that the riot is, if not for the 
benefit of. at least mainly instigated by, the zemindars or their 
agents. In these- observations Justices -.Jackson and McDonnol 
concur. The J udges are right.” The -Hindoo Patriot, February 
./if 1X77.

H The following sent - to Vis by a correspondent,. who says he 
has made careful inqu iry into the mattery- seems to require official 
investigation, We cannot ourselves vouch for the facts, and we, 
therefore, suppress the number, which professes to fix the 
charge’:— g ■- -;

‘ A. case of very serious outrage, assault, and wholesale loot
ing hf property, committed upon a number of villagers by a 
zpmittdar-s IMaib in an estate register'll as Lot No.-—-—in the—■—, 
is now under investigation by the local Police by order of the
Deputy Magistrate of-.... , who happened to bo in his circuit in
that quarter, and was "am- eye-wi fcness, if not of everything, at least
of the, re.-mlt of the violent and inhuman assault. Lot No.-----
appertains to the—...Sub-division of the -M-Pergunnahs. It
appears that the Naib owed a grudge to a Gomastah or Superin
tendent of otie of the-Uhonk-H.(s-ub-let portions)belonging'to the 
lot;arising from some civil suits curried on 'between 'them for 
sometime past, in which the latter was a winner upon good evi
dence as lighting for the just rights of the ryots under bis charge. 
Several false criminal charges instituted by the Naib against the 
chouk Superintendent after the termination of the civil suits, 
also fell to the ground The animosity, or rather the feeling of 
revenge, on the part of the-zemindar's Naib, became'the more
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intense, rind found vent in the folhovimr;d.u>.‘inus lined. About, a 
hundred lattyxli entered'-a i'<■ 'vs davs ago ! bo H»alq'vLU..|r« whereof 
the ryots and the v,houk superintendent had offended the dignity 
of the zemindars Naib, robbed the pom- people of everything they, 
had an earth---niotalie plates, bode, the ragged winter coverings, 
andj of bourse; all that was found in the shape hi ready money. A 
more wretched state, we learn, dan scarcely bo imagine*, than 
that to which the villagers'are reduced, vSoitie idea can be formed 
of the nature of the assault-co-miniMod from the fact.,, that several 
had their heads* broken, and that when the Deputy Magistrate 
arrived at the spot;, lie assisted in person in applying cold water oh 
the head of a person weltering'in blood hi U.senseless state.. I hat 
speaks much for the Deputy Magistrates humanity, but unfor
tunately, in the face of strong evidence as to who were the perpe
trators of this barbarous and lawless outrage, he quietly ordered 
an investigation of the case by the local Police ior a report of tlfo 
result to hire in due course. Very little hope W entertained by 
the sufferers of any relief coming to, or any punishment ever 
reaching the offenders from the step taken by the Deputy Magis
trate; The measure adopted is considered by the people concern
ed as simply ridiculous, and for reasons which few readers heed 
to be reminded of. To the depredations already ©numerated, the 
setting tire to the lnit or huts of a poor'family remained to'be 
added, Some stringent measures, it is hoped, will be taken with
out delay to bring the culprits; to punishment, and, if possible, 
some kind of relief to the- friendless’ victims of proverbial zemm- 
davi rapacity and cruelty.’ ” The Indian, .Da-uy Jia#w$ January 
9, 1877.

“ We would venture to ; invite the special attention of the 
Local Government to the case of illegal rrrtprirennieni of a ryot 
and of armed resistance to his release by u party'sent out for the 
purpose by'a 'Magistrate, which is reported to hard recently occur
red ivr the——Subdivision of the Backergunge district. The 
Magistrate’s periforild servant is said to have been killed in his 
aUenq b to re[ fee the prisoner; when the Police, who had been

\’ K'  l i p  * i' i



specially charged with that duty, fled at the show of resistance 
made by film zemindar's l attyals.” The Indian Mw-mr, MavcA 9„ 
IH'IH. (See The Di»patm bcheeen- the Zemindarn and the Ryots.)

The Increased Value of Land in Dae to the Labour of the dlyot,
and not to the Fnperidltnre of Capital by the Zemindar,
Wo have already said, that there is a strong desire in the. 

minds of the zemindars to appear before the public and the 
Oovernmon't as philanthropists. No one will deny, that cultiva
tion has increased since the Permanent • Settlement, and that 
thereby:the value of land has also increased. Although the. noble 
expectations built upon them by the father of1 that settlement 
have been utterly disappointed, yet they boldly come forward to. 
take upon themselves the credit, that it is due to their expenditure 
of capital. We shall enumerate, onr.. by one the several causes, 
that stand in their way of making improvements of their estates.

Firstly.-—By the cursed sub-letting system, almost all large 
zemindars have let out their estates, thereby reducing themselves 
to the position of annuitants, and have no concern, with, 
them except that oi receiving the permanently fixed jumma. 
They have, by that course, given up all hope of sharing in the 
increased , value of land. Is there any such fool in this world, 
who lays out capital, and expects nothing in return And making 
improvements of the estates from charitable purposes is out of 
the question. They will waste away tens and hundreds of thou
sands of rupees in their sons and daughters’ marriages, uautches, 
and so forth., but they will not lay out a single rupee for making 
improvements of their estates.

Secondly,—The division and sub-division of an estate among 
a numerous co-sharers are. also one of the greatest obstacles, that 
afand in the way of. improvement. Anyone who is acquainted 
wifh the feelings.towards each other amongst them, will easily 
perceive., that it is, vain to expect them to work together.and to 
dp 'anything for improving the condition of the ryots. To throw 
light upon this point, we crave the permission of our readers to 
quote the following: liiiesj from the Administration Report of
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Bengal, for . fhe Year.1872 73,- p- 40. Another subject of im
portance has also been recentiy under the consideration of Go-, 
veminent, in connection with the rent disputes and-the many 
social and political difficulties resulting irons the w ay in which 
land is now held in Bengal. It was brought to the notice of Go- 
v.eminent that, as a consequence of the practice of sub-dividing 
and sub-letting, each tenant had now very commonly, to pay his 
rent to ‘ two or many; more than two masters.' The hardships 

harassments to which the practice of shareholders collecting 
separately subjects the tenant, had also frequently com© under 
His Honor’s observation in different shapes, and, as has been 
noticed, a case of the kind was one of. the principal causes of the 
Rubna disturbances. The Lieutenant-Governor has repeatedly 
observed how nearly impossible it is for landholders to do their 
duty when their estates are. split up among so many undivided 
and over-lapping interests. The.Lieutenant-Governor, therefore, 
requested the Board of Revenue to consider whether some reme
dy should not be applied.by legislation, and suggested the possi
bility of reverting to the rule of the Permanent Settlement, 
under which the, proprietors of a joint undivided estate were 
required to elect a manager, who should have the exclusive 
management of their lands during the continuance of his appoint
ment.. On this the Board consulted the Commissioner;:, and1 ' -| Local Officers, who were ‘ very unanimous in deploring the evils 
and hardships,of the present system’ ; but they vyere not gener
ally hopeful as to. the probable result of .the remedy proposed, or
of any other remedy.”

8B . . : #
Now‘suppose that one of these co-sharers' is really anxious

! for making improvements of the estate. But what he can do* 
while the others are opposed to him ? It' is impossible to expect, 
that he will lay out the whole capital required for making such 
improvements from his own pocket, and .appropriate the whole 
profit, arising therefrom to the exclusion of them, If any one 
dares act in this way, he is sine to pick our fresh quarrels with 
fhbru. ' I

27 '
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Almost/ every rice-field throughout Bengal is a 
very large one, ?ind consequently owned by several 'Zftmiudara. 
TKeir hostile feelings towards each other in consequence bf boun
dary disputes are too strong for them to work together • for bet
tering the condition of the ryots! Ijistead'of making icnprdvê ' 
ments' of the estates, they often quarrel with each oth if. ' They 
will waste away' thousands of rupees in keeping 'or hiring hit yah
to- fight each oilier- for a few wards of land, and stand sinners'. > v „ '
before. God arid man by killing their brothers,'shedding-thei'r 
blood, and committing thousand other atrocities, but they will be 
the last men in the world' to lay out a single rupee for making 
improvements of their estates.

FoiM'bWy-̂ -The sole object of the Putneedars, Dur-putnee- 
clars, Se-puthefedafs, &c., is nothing but to squeeze" the life-blood 
out of the ryots, liven before they purchase their estates, they 
itcwise the best means for' enhancing the'rents' of the ' cultivators.
Far from having any knowledge of the'conditions of the Perma
nent Settlement, they do not know even the name of the father 
of that settlement. They look upon their estates as the goose 
giving them golden eggs every day. They never dream allaying 
out capital for making improvements of their estates, and better-' 
ing the-condition of their ryots.’

Fifthly -.-The most powerful of all causes, that operate
injuriously upon the zemindars, is their luxury. They are so fond 
of it, that oven the vast annual income bequeathed them by their 
ancestors not unoften falls short of meeting its demands. Thus 
the money, which should be spent in making improvements of 
the estates, -is wasted away iu luxury. Another baneful influence, 
which it exercises upon - them, is to make their constitution too 
delicate for taking any trouble consequent on good management 
0j their estates....Accustomed.from- infancy tq live idly and luxu
riously, ami to walk in their compounds, it is vain to expect, that 
they should take tin- trouble qf making,enquiries into the condi
tion of the ryots and into .other circumstances of a like nature* 
and superintend the construction, of roads, embankments, and 
Other works of public utility.
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Sixthly...-The ignorance of the zemindars is. not the- least

obstacle, in the wav of i-m̂ woveia'ea:& They always:; think* .that'tips 
inert?- they arm dreaded by the ryois, the .better lor. them. lius 
pdpejnftiieê eperates so injuriously upon their minds:, that.they- do 
2iGt tit all shrink -from ■ruling their little kingdoms with iron sceptre 
—h'rom trampling- their. down under their feet. W e axe iiiraid, 
we. may be. discredited when -we state, that there are too many 
zemindars m Bengal, who look upon.the advancement, and pros
perity of the ryots hs opposed to their interests. Their jealousy 
of imparting education to them is notorious. Consequently • it • is 
vain to expect improvements 'from those* wh of cherish such thoughts 
in their minds. Again when we think of their, knowledge of their 
•esfca.tea-'-rpf the condition of the ryots, agriculture* their extent, 
and so forth—Wc-afe not at all surprised, that they do not return 
a single rupee to the land from which t heir vast income is derived.
Most zemindars have never - seen their estates-;' while those -who 
make a tour through them, do so with the sole object 'of enjoying 
pleasures and tilling their pockets. ‘.However we miist admit 
that there are a few zemindars, who first lay out capital in Cutting 
kh.ak, making- hmhankmeiits. and in other works of a like nature, 
but as soon as they are completed, they exact at ionst double' the 
expense-from the cultivators; So strictly speaking they cannot be 
said to do anything for improving their condition. Thus frohr 
whatever point we view this subject. We cannot but come to the 
conclusion, that the increased vallie of land is not "due to the ex
penditure of capital by the zemindar. We shall prove'', '"that ills 
due - to the labour of the ryot. We'ne'ed mot make hoy further 
remarks, we have only to place before our rodders the following 
passages in support of them.

One of the numerous evils attending the' Pqhiiahent Settle
ment is, that “ while thie kind itself is'constantly' increasing in 
value, we have ho' corresponding contribution from that increase in 
aiding to defray our public expenditure. If the. land in olden times, 
wlien the soil was cultivated in the rudest manner, was able to 
maintain its poor and' defray all the expenses of Slate, ordinary 
and' ‘extra-ordinary, why should it hot do as much now, with all



oar improvements m .sciences and arts, and our vast and varied ex
perience of the capabilities of our soil and ,-climate ? To this it 
will, no doubt, .be answered, that the population-of the-country 
feas largely increased since the period referred to. It is forgotten, 
however, by those, who put forward this plea, that the value of 
land has increased in quite as great a- ratio as the papulation j 

•that the laud has derived additional value-from.this inere.ase-.of 
population, and is now quite as able as it ever was to meet,ail the 
demands that may - be made upon it. .It. may be alleged, indeed* 
ithat this increase is. due to the enterprise of the landlords. This is 
•not the case, however. Increased value Is, no doubt, given to..land 
by the security of property given by the British administration 
io India; by the. increased- facilities of .communication, such as, 
itouds, canals, &c., constructed and maintained -at the expense of. 
Government; by railways guaranteed by its faith; and lastly and 
above.all, by the labour and exertions of the ryots, and not by 
the expenditure of capital by the zemindars.

Whatever, in fact, increases the fertility of the soil on the 
one band, oiy decreases the cost of production ;on -the -other, pro
portionately increases the valpe of the laud...It A population, 
with its necessities, which in the- first, instance gives land its 
value. lu the. earliest stages of society a few wandering tribes 
.occupy a large territory, and land is almost valueless. As popula
tion increases, land is more appreciated, land flocks and herds 
supersede the less useful animals of the chase. After a further in
crease of the population, and when cultivation has been resorted to, 
a. pew and distinct value is. given to the land. It is evident,, there - 
fore, that population is the source of all value inland. Without 
population there can be no market for agricultural produce, and 
without a market, the produce and the land from which.it is raised, 
are alike valueless. The further removed the land is from a market, 
the less is its value ; the nearer and better the market, the more 
valuable the laud.

In the Western States of America, laud is cheap and .popula
tion sparse hs you proceed towards the sea-board, population 
becomes denser, and land more valuable, in Australia, it is said,
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land near centres of population is let as high m 7s, 10s, and 
even 20s, an acre, the;tenant fencing: and clearing the laud,-and 
making-,all- the necessary arrangements.; while.-equally good land*;y *"
is, in the interior, but at & distance .from the market, let as low as 
two pence atal three pence an acre. Hence-it is clear, that pope 
iat-ron. gives value to the land. The land-owner, in fact, need not 
spend a shilling-on improvements. He may neglect his .property; 
he may lose sight of it altogether ; he may be an absentee-; still 
its value,goes or., increasing, if population settle- in the neighbour
hood, and he a ill ultimately reap the , benefit of this increase 
through m effort of his own. It is eyidqutvthevofore, that if the 
laud belonged to the State . instead of to private individuals, 
income ..arid expenditure- would be .self-adjusting, increased expen
diture caused by increased population would be. met by -a corres
ponding increase in the rents from land. By a wise.and benevo
lent adaptation..of nature, the land k really capable of meeting 
all the demands, that society enlarged and .elevated may make 
upon it. The rule is, the greater the. demand, the greater .the 
supply. As in nature, the greater the. evaporation, the.more 
copious is the .downfall,-the -heavier the crop .(so long as it is not 
carried off" the ground) the mpre is the fertilizing powep.of the 
soil increased. In the tropics, whore yegetatmu.is most iu.xuria«|, 
the soil is the richest, eyery successive crop having only served to 
increase its fertility. As the plant by its ..roots* takes up food 
from the soil, and by its leaves from the, atmosphere, so manufac
tures enrich a country as well as agriculture. Agriculture .ex
tracts ' .wealth from the soil, but with manufactures an accession 
of population becomes necessary, and then a new source of wealth 
is .added to that.already in existence, and both .help to enrich the 
soil that supports them. .....,:

Another evil .resulting, fro pi our land system is the stagna
tion of agriculture. No one can say that agriculture in. India is in 
a satisfactory condition at the. present day. The evil effects of this 
stagnation in agiig.ult.ure it.is impossible to oyer-estimate. We 
know the effect of a bad harvest, as it comes home to the experi
ence of every one. .It .raises the price of food beyond the reach



of tiro poof; it throws million's of people; on the charity-of Go
vernment ; it drains its treasury and thereby injures national 
credit V it opens the door to further taxation ; it checks enterprise;, 
it reduces the price of labour; it puts to death lakhs of human 
bfiingr*' it spreads : desolation and ruin over vast tracts of'land ; 
it tills the arable binds with jungles. A good harvest, on the other 
hand, means (heap food, cheap mmieyr»ew enterprises; increased 
demand for labour and higher wages. 'If these are the ordirnitfT' 
results of ft single harvest/, good or bad, i f. is'easy to imagine the 
oHiHeouetrees, that, would follow a succession' of each, in other 
w atts, from a permanent increase' or decrease of the means'of 
'eubsŵ toinrfe; There is no w:U»t efhuid iri India ; there are hun
dreds of millions' of acres-tinder cultivation,while at least one- 
third (.hereof li now lying waste p again there- k no want of abie- 
tetfirf fliun for bringing them under cultivation, It is the want 
of ea,|Vitu!--~it is the.- exactions of the Zeftiindars, Malguzars, 
Mtrb' Thookdai’s, as well as of the Governt'nent—-which is the 
real cause of this stagnation- in agriculture; and the greatest obs
tacle to increased 'produce of the soil, Just imagine the wealth, 
that ad the labour now going to waste might create! What if 
increased production leads to low' prices? Are we to keep down 
jmxluotion isi order to keep up prices ? Is if nothing,' that the 
standard of living throughout the country would be raised, and 
that the means of subsistence would be within tlib reach of mil
lions, who can now barely keep their body and soul together ? 
And would not cheap food, which is so essential to cheap produc
tion, enable us to stimulate ttuiiubacturing industry, which is now 
gradually decaying in this .country ?
■ So long as the existing zemindari system is maintained 

intact, we cannot believe, we are in our proper position as a 
people, while we allow a large'part of our'population to starve, 
our resources to be wasted, and the land, which should contributo 

' to the wen 1 th of the country, mis-appropriatod in the maimer m 
' it. is at this moment. Unlike an ordinary commodity, it cannot 
bo'increased' ib "Yfuau t.ity at pleasure, its ownership is a in on 6- 
pbh;. We pride ourselves cm being a people subject to uric of
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the most, civilized runt enlightened nation*} iu the w orbit hut. we 
submit to an absolutism on theipari of thedami-owneis, which- h 
a- disgrace to our civilization. A -land-owner; in Bengal is endowed 
with far more than sovereign power. A sovereign reigns? for the 
good of his people, a land-o\V,uer for his own pleasure anti profit.
The public i -may concern theipsel-ves. much about the rights of 
property, but the owners •. of property .need not give, themselves 
the slightest trouble about the interests of the -public.. '.Pdft.eltsr.ono 
say.-i that ‘ every Englishman (we say nutonly -ever.-.dbigiid./imn but ■ 
every imm) may claim a right: to abide in his own-conn try-mulong.as 
he pleases, and .not .bo driven from it, except by s.uteuee ufs.be law,’ 
but times have changed since Blucksfcone’s days, '{’he Iwnd-owner 
is the man in possession, and possession is nine-tenths of the law.
The land is his. and he may do exactly as he iik.es. with iu fie 
may refuse to sell, let. or allow any one to occupy it. lie may 
consign a whole district to the solitude, of a deer forest. He may 
dear a large territory of its population as he would exterminate 
vermin, when they, become .troublesome. Fifteen thousand srmbe 
without respect to age; sex, or condition, and for. no fault of their 
own,. were turned.-.out of the -Southerland estates in the early part 
of the present century. And this barbarity was committed . in 
open day, and: in the name, of law. in Bengal, thousands.of rvuts 
are turned every year put-oi’ their holdings for bo other .fault' than 
that of their being mi willing'to pay increased rents. Those, who 
deny those facts, have1 no knowledge' of the mofttssil. But if one 
land-owner can act in this manner, why not all i and since all-'-'the 
land is owned by some one or other, where are we to draw the 
Hue ? And if landlords-have, as the y maintain, 'legal right to do 
so, it is clear, that the people of Behgal, Central'1 Provinces, arid 
Gude, exist merely1 on the sufferance of the landowners, who" ate 
truly masters- of the situation ; that- as n nation we havb'nb focea 
standino common inheritance, no • territorial rights whatever.15 
The WednrivMer Remew, vui -XXX VIII: Art. ‘ The Lemd Ques
tion :in England ' with a few necessary alterations, omissious, 
and additions.

Ecgulaiion I., 1798, : section 7 says:---ft 4* Weff-kbown'to



I  (si.
u i $ m  v

zemindars. i udepe indent tiilot>k tfers? and other -actual proprietors 
csif la fed/ as well as 'to the inhabif&uts of Bengal., Behir, and Orissa, 
in general, that front the? earliest times until the present period, 
the public assessment upon 11 )e Mud lias never been hxfed, but 
that according to established usage and-custom, the rulers of 
these Provinces have, from time to time, demanded Im increase ef 
assessment from the proprietors of laud, and that for the purpose of 
obtaining this increase, not only frequent investigations have 
been - made to ascertain the actual produce of their estates, but 
that it has been the practice to deprive them of tire management of 
their lands, and either to let them in farm, or to appoint officers 
on the part of Government to collect the assessment, immediately 
from the ryots. The Honourable Court of Di rectors/- considering- 
tbdse usages and measures to be detrimental to the prosperity-of 
the country, have, with a view to promote the future ease and 
happiness of the people, authorized the foregoing declarations; 
and the zemindars, independent taioohditrs, and other actual pro
prietors of - land, with or on behalf of. whom, • a settlement has 
been* or may be,- concluded, are to consider these orders" fixing 
the amount -of the - assessment as irrevocable, and not - liable to 
alteration by any persons, whom the Court of Directors may here
after appoint to the-administration of their, affairs in this country." 
Mm'vhmci/ft/s Guide to ike Revenue RtyuMtions, vol-I, p. 3.

u, The- Governor-General in Council trusts that the proprietors 
G land:, sensible of the benefits 'conferred upon them by the public 
assessment being fixed for ever, will exert themselves in the culti
vation. of their lands under the certainty,-that they will enjoy ex
clusively-. the fruits, of . their own good management and industry, 
and'-that no,demand will ever be made upon them, or their heirs, 
or successes by the. present - or any future Government, for au 
augmentation: of-, the public assessment, hi--consequence of the ira* 
provemonf of their respective estates.if. Jhid.f p. d„

To,discharge the revenues at the stipulated periods without 
delay or evasion, and to conduct.thqmselves with good faith and 
moderation to words their dependent talookdurs and ryots, are 
duties at all times indispensably required from the proprietors of



land, and a strict observance of those duties is now more than 

ever incumbent upon them, in return tor the benefits,-, which- they 

will themselves derive front the. orders now- issued. The Governor- 

General in Council, therefore, expects that--the proprietor's- -of - the 

land will not only act in tins manner themselves; towards their 

dependent.-talookdars and ryots, but also enjoin the strictest ad

herence to the some principles in the. persons, whom they may 

appoint to collect rents from them.” Ibid.
Regulation II. of 17-93 says:— “ In the British territories in 

Bengal, the greater part of the materials required for the numer

ous valuable manufactures, and most of the other principal 

articles of export, are the produce of the land; it follows that 

the commerce, and consequently the wealth of the country, must- 

increase.-in proportion'to -the extension of its agriculture. But 

it is not; for commercial purposes alone, that the encouragement 

of agriculture is essential to-the wealth of these-provinces. The 

Hindoos, who form the body of the people, are compelled by the 

dictates of religion to depend solely, on the .produce of the-lands 

for subsistence... .The,.extensive falure or .destruction of the crops, 

that occasionally • arises from drought or inundation, is, in conse-. 

quence, invariably .followed by famine, .'the ravages of which are 

peit chiefly by the cultivators of the soil and the .manufacturers, 

from- ■ whose- labours -the. country derives both its subsistence and 

wealth. Experience having evinced that adequate supplies of 

grain are not obtainable from - abroad in 'seasons of- scarcity, the 

country must necessarily continue subject to these calamities 

uadi the proprietors- and cultivators of the.lands shall have the 

means of increasing the number Of the reservoirs, -embankments, . 

and other artificial works, by which to a great degree the untime

ly' cessation of the periodical rains may be provided against, and 

the lands protected from iuundation.foand, as a necessary conse

quence the stock -of-grain in the country at large shall always be 

sufficient to supply those occasional but less extensive deficiencies 

In the annual produce,-whichmay be expected to occur, notwith

standing the 'adoption of the. above precaution to:obviate them. 

To effect these improvements in agriculture, which must, necessa*

( 217 )



ril-y be followed; by the increase of every article.-of produce, has 

accordingly been one of the primary- objects to which the atten

tion of the British Administration' has been directed in its 

arrangements for the internal Government of • these provinces. 

A s , being the two fundamental measures essentia] to the attain.- 

meat of it, the property in the soil, has been declared to be vested 

in Urn landholders, arid, the revenue payable to Government from 

each estate has been fixed for ever. These measures have at oneu 

rendered ■ it the interest of the -proprietors to .improve their 

estates, and given them the means of raising the funds necessary 

for that purpose.' The property in the soil was never before 

formally declared to be vested in the landholders, nor were they 

allowed to transfer such rights-as they'did possess, or raise money 

upon the credit of their tenures, without the previous sanction 

of 'Government.'" Quoted in Mr, J, Hector's Land unci Jiait- 
■tmys in India, n> 13.

;‘ We know also, that in Bengal the zemindars are under an 

Obligation, which was included in their original engagements, and 

in the settlement of the rent of their estates, to keep in repair 

the roads within their -respective properties,...The duty of main

taining the numberless' smaller embankments was placed on the 

asemiudars, when the .Permanent Settlement was formed—a de

duction ha ving been made from the j uremia to meet the expense.’* 

The: Calcutta lleviev, col. VIX., p. 46k

That the zemindars have utterly disappointed-the- noble ex

pectations built upon them.. Will appear from the following 

. extract's.

** The system of feUb-lhfoudatidn ami sub-ill vision of joint inter- 

«2&ts, accompanied by severally of right, prevails universally through

out Bengal. One result of this is a condition of complexity of 

bttrded 'interests), which is probably without a parallel elsewhere. 

And a ill more serious'-consequence isy that the so-eaUed owner 

Of the land has the least possible motive for doing anything to 

benefit- it. It will he seen that the rent paid by the cultivator 

for the u-Se of the soil does not go to one person hearing the 

character of ah English landlord, but .is distributed among a series'
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of .owners, timnoly, the middle tenure-holders with the revenue- 
fray mg zemindar rvt their hoftfj* each indopendoin. of the others, 
ami each, probably, consisting of several persons with indepen
dent̂ righta among themselves. Why should one shareholder out 
of litis lot advance money (or Improvement, the advantage-oi' 
which, if any, will be shared i-u by. many others over whom he 
has no control, or influence to a groater extent than by tumsew >
Ibid., vol. LIX. p. 3fh

« X fear that there are very few instances of the zemindara 

laying out capital in that way (in making improvements of their 

estates) , the great improvements in the country take place from 

the junction of the ryots in different labours, at least 1 have seen 

them making bunds across rivers, sinking webs, making wafer- 

courses from.tanks or collections of water, and undertaking many 

important works of that kind. llen ry  A c/ivnhu>n, Esq. 
A n sw er to Question 3787. M inutes o f  E vidence, R evenue, 
Cow m ans, 1833.

“ I believe it ’(improvement of land) is chiefly to be ascribed 

to the labour of the cultivators, and without any assistance from 

the -zemindars.” H olt M'k&nzte. Ib id . 29dfl. Ib id .
« J;f the zerniudars or their farmers were in the habit of lay

ing out capital for the improvement of their lands, it Would be 
an object to retain them ; such a zemindar would pay'hi* revenue, 

and would not fun a ■ ■ chance of being busted.; but how few 

zemindars lay out the smallest sum in tills mar,uer, how few 

farmers ? The farmers, and indeed the zemindars too, generally 

collect as-much as they possibly cam they make a very high 

nominal rent-rop, and then collect as near as they can to the 

amount; but it is almost always impossible to collect the whole, 

and their, ryots are thus always in  their debt, though the balance** 

are nominal,” Welby Jackson, Esq.-, Ooinnvission&v o f  Rlundie- 
dabad. Papers R eya rd ln y  the Consequences to (■ ml^r-ton-uwefl 
o f  the P u le  o f  an Estate, fo r  Arnextrs o f  R evenue, p. 40.

Tha Fvim l P f In d ia , September II, 1856, ip reviewing 

'The Lami Tenure of British India' by «F. Horetey «ol>i»son 

■ says:— Mr. Robinson has very bttlo respect for any opppsifipp



to be raised by the zeniindmv. Ho fidLs I hem to beware lest 

they drive Government to consider bow far their deliberate 

neglect of the implied contract to protect their tenantry,' vitiates 

that .contract itself, and with it the obligation to maintain the 

Perpetual Seitlemenf. The menace is useless, until .the people 

oi England thorongldy understand the system.• When they do, 

the rights ©t the zemindar will be as inviolable as those of the 

Jamaica slave-holder, and no more.”

“ It was stated in 1830 in Parliamentary evidence, that one- 

third oi Bengal was in a cultivated, one-third .in an uncultivated!, 
and one-third in an intermediate, state. Cultivation may have 
since increased, but it is to be attributed more to the exertions 

oh the ryots than those of the zemindars. If the ryots had not 

been oppressed, wrung,, and ground down, many a jungle now 

teeming with ferocious beasts, would have .been converted into a 

scene ol smiling plenty, and the country would have gained in. 

prosperity and happiness,” The Calcutta Review , vol. V I, 

p, 338. ; -
C. H  T. Crobihwaite, C. S„ says:— “ The cultivators have 

openly expressed to me their disgust at the way we have aban

doned them to ..the zemindar. ' Your settlement -is no-' settlement 

lor us/ they.say, and it is the truth. It. is notorious that discon

tent on this point prevails certainly, among one very numerous 

class ed our subjects. I have, seen a good many districts in the 

iNorth vVest, ami it has been my fate to plod laboriously over 

hundreds of. estates, I cannot call,to mind a single instance .in 

winch one of these capitalist landlords did anything.to improve 

his estate or better his tenantry. What the money-lender 

understands by improving- his • estate is increasing the rental. 

That he is very lulling and ready to do by every means in his 

power. . .•)

The#arc, I th-inlt; -few of the larger 'landlords, who ever give 

five rupees to a dispensary or a memorial, who do not amply 

recoup'-themselves- for the unwonted generosity by taxing their 

tenants. Anything openly imposed by Government whether



income or cess-̂ -\vh.ether imperial -or lne$] taxation— is iii variably 

collected, perhaps, two-fold from the tenants, if they are, not 

strong enough to resist.” lb id ., .\o 1, LY1 , p, 70,

“ The truth is that any v« ry general improvement of land 

by the landlords, is hardly 'Compatible. ...Were they ever so much 

inclined (to'.make.improvements), those alone can prudently do 

it, who have seriously -studied the principles of scientific agricul

ture : and great landlords have seldom seriously studied anything. 

They might at least .hold out inducements to the farmers to do

v.' hat .-they will not or .cannot do thoin&elvos ; and even in, granting 

leases, it, is in England, a general complaint, • that they , tie up 

their tenants by covenants grounded on the practices of; an, obso

lete and exploded agriculture; while most of them, by withhold

ing leases altogether, and giving the farmer no guarantee of 

possession beyond a single harvest, .keep - the land on a footing 

litde"more favourable to improvement than in the time of our 

barbarous ancestors. Landed property in England is thus very far 

from completely' fulfilling- the conditions, which render its exis

tence economical.!}- justifiable. But if  insufficiently realized'even 

in England, in Ireland those., cond Hions - am not complied with at 

all. With individual exceptions -(spine of them very honourable 

ones) the owners arf Irish estates do nothing for the land but 

drain it of its produce. What has been epignunnmdenhy said 

. .in the-discussions on ' peculiar burdens' is '.literally true whop 

applied to. them ; but the greatest ‘ burthen’ on land is' t he land

lords. Returning nothing' to the soil, they cofiMtme its whole 

produce, minus the potatoes strictly necessary to keep the inha

bitants horn dying of famine ; and when they have any notion, 

of improvement, it - usually, consists .in not leaving oven this 

pittance, but turning out the people to beggary if not to starva

tion. When landed property has placed'-itself u pon this footing, 

it ceases-to be defensible, and the time -has come- for making some 

new - arrangement .of the matter." M iV’# P o litw u l E con om y, 
vol. p. 25-L

W ith what 'greater force-we-may apply these Remarks to the 

Bengal 'zemindars.



" The iiicro ;:'1 rente are due riot to any outlay of capita!'.by 

the pro pro:-tors in the improvement of their hinds;,, but to the 

construction of roads' and railways., the increased pressure of po- 

pulfttioh, and the feet; that 'the peasants now fell back on inferior 

qualities of land, and, thus- by economical laws, raise the, tent of 

the superior ones. The increase in the value of the land is .the 

unearned increment incident to a country in- a progressive State.” 

D r. Hunter’s Statistical Arcmint o f  B engal, vol. II., p. 81.
“ (lolonel Haig explains his feeling in respect to the .zemin

dars in an observation, -which lie makes to the -effect, that they -will 

not return a rupee of their rental to the State, to the ryots, or to 

the land, In "any shape whatever. This observation is founded 

apparently on an expression, that in India, or at least i-n Bengal, 

the proprietors of land do not generally spend any portion of 

their rental on the improvement of their estates. It is a most 

important- matter of . enquiry, first, how far, as-a matter of fact, 

■ this impression is really well-founded; fold secondly, if it be so, 

how far we can trace the causes of a condition of.;things so differ

ent from that - which-- prevails in. Europe.” D uke oj A rgyll, 
quoted in the Hindoo Patriot, January 19, IS?4,

“ The fact is and shall be patent to every mortal .on - earth, 

that nothing has been done by the .-.zemindars for the-elevation of 

the condition; and for the advancement of .the eirmiinstances of the 

ryots, nor have they contributed any capital or might -for. -the in* 

crease of ;the productive powers of the land. A ll improvements, 

if any-at all, which have taken place with reference to agriculture, 

commerce, &e;, are due entirely to the single-handed exertions of the 

people themselves, who-alone are entitled to receive credit. They 

alone by -their manual labour and by the limited income, at their 

’Command, have been -tire instruments of developing-the resources 

•of'-the - country. That - Bengal: owes nothing to her landlords for 

fher agriculture-and- cornmerekd prosperity, is a fact, which the 

.intimate -friends of the 'permanent system .cannot deny, and' I 

challenge'them to contradict or disprove my assertion, A ll that 

they might-argue'in favour of the system under comment, and to 

which they may expect our support, is, that it has fathered a class



of landed ari sloc-racy,; w I a cl i had no oxo once br lore oi under the 
preceding,rule.” Baba llv.rro J'xm'tii (Jhaterjees pbmmUons- 
an Unit La-tyj,p. 6.

“ it is a matter of. deep regret, that the Government, in order 
to secure the .happiness and welfare of the people,, gave up for 
evor all hope of increased. revenue, ai.ul made Permanent Settle
ment with the zemindars, but it never enquired how far. they have 
fulfilled their obligations. Whenever a ryot makes any improve* 
merit, and thereby increases the produce of his lands by his own 
exertions, the zemindar at onee falls upon him, and enhances, the 
rent by every turn of the.screw; .but he being'richer than Ku.verSv 
the God of ’Wealth, only snorts reclining on his easy pdlow, and 
thou awakes only to give him a sound boating. Has Government 
taken any notice of all this ? Wo say it has every right to. take 
notice annually..of. the.improvements (if any) effected by the 
zemindar in his estates. The self-seek ing. zem i ml a rs will never do 
their duty unless they,are forced by Government to. do so. Ike 
Shu lava Shamackam, KarPife Up, 188.0 Hegira.

“ The zemindari interest seeks tp set great-store on the tact, 
that at the-time of the settlement, a large' portion of .Bengal was 
jungle land, which has since been reclaimed ; but if the diets 
were enquired- into,- it would probably, be found,- that the teoLuna- 
tiim of waste land lias been duo more to the . labour pf , the -ryot 
than to.any expenditure of capital by the zemindar...The Bengal 
zemindars do not contri bute a fair snare. to the impel ml ie venue, 
they are in fact reaping all the benefits derivable from living 
under a strong and enlightened Government, without, paying any
thing like a due proportion of the cost of administering; justice 
and of preserving the country In a state of. security and peace. 
They have am of hover paid no. part of the outlay on public works, by. 
which their lands have been improved. To the enhanced value 
of those lands they have- in no way assisted ; they any indebted 
for if to the '"Government, which has given them security in- the 
possession of their property, which has opened up markets at 
home and abroad for the sale of their produce, and which has pro
vided uew means of communication by wjpcb those markets may



be reached. Thu other provinces'of India have to make up for 
tlio- demueoeius of Bengal-; ami it must be admitted that- they ac- . 
eeph tho position more resignedly than might be expected,. eOnai-' 
during that it is through no inability la pay more that Bengal 
bow- contributes so little as compared with them, This ifKiiltor- 
enoe. -or silent resignation, or whatever it may be termed, .is much 
to be regret ted ; for if the other provinces were to take up the 
matter with any degree of unanimity ami represent the injustice 
to them, the ■■■effect would he to force a solution of the difficulty, 
and to strengthen the hands of the Government of India in 
carrying out,-any measure, which might, be' adopted for shat end" J. 
..tfeetor’s Land afod-R&ilmiytt in India, p. 5 and" 11;

“ Tile whole history - nf Bengal proves that the third cause (of 
the improvement of --states by the zemindars) is but seldom a 
component factor in the 'progress of native prosperity. If we 
wish to find a- j list comparison to the landed aristocracy of tins 
country and t;ho management or mismanagement t)f their properties/ 
even .Bourbonbt France, or Ireland in the time of Sydney Smith, 
will'sea reel v supply it; am! we must' go seek it in the hiitiftmdia of 
decadent Borne, when' the wealth of the country was drained 
away to feed the extravagance of the Metropolis, without a single 
recompensing advantage to the great estates from which it Was 
drawn. During the first sixty years of this century, we should 
have to add to that unpleasant picture crimes against peace ami 
truth, that even ancient Italy in her less happy Jays was not call
ed ou to !•derate. As to the two remaining causes (the system 
of settled 'Government aud-comujerural activity introduced by the 
European race, and the weary daily labour of the toiling millions 
of the jeasautry, to which the'increased value of land in Bengal 
is, or may be, due, it is not at pan-scut' necessary for us to discuss 
them.*’ The FnytAshman, February 10, 1877.

The best authority on. this subject is Baba Nilooimd Mulcer* 
jeo, who is a zemindar, and, no doubt/a most honourable exception" 
to the rule. His views may he gathered- from the following passage 
in the Indian Mirror :—t( It is high time, says he, that the 
zemindars should shake off -their iudoleuc'e, and introduce into

%
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their - estates such impfovcments in agriculture as the progress of 
■society makes eminently necessary. As at present seems, most of 
•the-zemindars are indolent, they do not take '-the trouble-to enquire 
auto their -concerns, but entrust their whole affairs into the hand* 
of agents, as ignorant as, if not more-tyrannical than, .-themselves.
■The- great curse of the present system) as we gather from the 
■pamphlet, is• ignorance; and from it- proceed those evils of absentee 
-.landlordism, -which have brought disgrace on the system itself.'
Babu Nil Cornu! is impressively eloquent when- he exhorts his 
brethren to remove this disgrace. It is evident - that their intelli
gence is not sufficient to induce them to study the laws of Govern-' 
r/ieut; hence it is that they rely'for everything on their agents, 
whose tyrannical disposition they altogether overlook, money being 
their sole object.w.Those 'zemindars -that, do personally, inspect 
their estates,- look- only to the return of their income, and never 
iuru their-eyea to the improvement of - the ryots or their country. 
There are. '-landholders;, who have not yet seen their estates.'" 

*Whe:;JniUanMn'r<>rt-AtbgitM.9,1878. •-

“hit is to -he - remembered,-.that this enormous increase.of income 
:(cf the zemindars) has come, in almost every case, altogether 
-without -exertion. The landlord often lived- away from his estate,
. he made no attempt to aid the ryot in clearing juugte, still less 
in any more elaborate improvement. He .himself bid a few rupees 
for a village at hii auctiou, paid its revenue .out of the-.Tent,'mid 
sal by; until by the general advance of the country, its value 
multiplied, twenty-eight fold. We may look round the world 
•without finding another instance of a class thus .enriched 'by a 
chance;” ■ The Statemum, quoted in the Meng&lee, Inly ?J0 . 18%$.

Sir Ashley Eden in his reply to the memorial of the British 
■ india^ - Association. o.u the Public Works Cobs, madevtbe. following 
remarks:—“ As regards the -works of public utility executed by 
the -zemindars ainl referred to in the memorial, the Lieutenant- 
Governor was not -.aware' of. any workshop irrigation constructed by 
zentirtikmun Benga l on subh a scale as would justify the inference 
drawn-' Quoted in the Supplement to the Hindoo Patriot,
M a o  if/; 1878. ’
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An Example, On the west; of Howvp.h, there are 20 or 25 
®aarshes in the Perguimahs: Boro, .Mehirari, and Pygandasbi, com
mencing from the eastern part, of the -Dnneuni marsh., and extend
ing tour miles to the north amt sooth’- of the Sulkes. Boad. Thom 
.is no limit of the wretchedness of the people, who Jive on both 
sides of the road*, and in the marshes. Formerly on the: north, 
side these marshos had junctions with the Ikiiir Khd, #ii,ce the 
establishment of the sugar •manufactory at-Balli, the broken parts 
of vessels of nagrigur (a fine kind of molasses): and earth have 
twenty or twenty-five years since-.closed-up the passages' of water 
on that side, and. dgain the railroads being there, that side has 
been completely shut u.p. On the south side, a' small -rivulet 
called Mohirarir Khal, -rising -from the Tetulkuii marsh, .and turn
ing this - side and that side for ten miles, has at last fallen, into 
the Ganges-on the .west of the Botanical Gardens at Seebpur. 
This rivulet also is shut-'up here and there, consequently except 
in the very hot'-seasons, the waters stand in the marshes ah-mat 
throughout the year. Up to this time the 'waters are flowing out 
through it, but the quantity, is so small, that one can scarcely 
see it. These marshes lie in -the.estates of. several •.zemindars.
■The Mohirarir Khal flows through the estates; of—----r~~,: IU
• course lies' in -the greater-part of the estates of the---—:-•■--■■■-Bahtre, 
Seyen -or eight, years since, the ryots, overwhelmed with .‘distress, 
■tomplained to the Magistrate; of Hughii against the zoiuindwre. 
The Magistrate Saheb sympathized with the people, -and--forced 

: the xemindat̂  to outthe Mohirarir ’Khali.:they, - having abut up 
their eyes and - ears, and turned: their faces, somehow kept the 
word of the “ Khodabuad/’ But some. of. the. zemindars,' through 
whose estates ■ the -khal passes, -did • not clear , .the passage, which 
lies in their respective estates,' ’Whan the marshes did not .lie 

-jn their estates, they clearly saw with their eyes wide open, that 
clearing twenty or forty yards of the khal would1 benefit the 
other 5iemindare, and that it- was -certainly, not good to pay atten- 
.piott to that, while those whose wealth, had been; increased by 
clearing their own lauds, saw -that there -*vas.no possibility of 
convenience unless they paid a little >-̂ ore attention and made
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especial attempts ; that they, would bare to spend more mmiey 
in addition to that already spent:. that their head's, which were 
already hot by talks and pleasures* would be severely taxed with 
thoughts of cutting khab> and great impediment placed, to their 
sleep; that- the ryots- certainly suffered-great distress,,but that 
they ••■did' so. always-~-with these thoughts they ceased to cut the 
khal. properly. ThemndeavQura'of the Magistrate SaKob and the 
cries o£ the ryots turned fruit less. They* being disappointed on all 
sides, have- now become a little wise, A few days ago, some ryots* 
with a petition signed by 110 persons in their hands, came- to us. 
They think, -that woman do all if wemixid .it. The Government 
paid no attention?;: big . zemindars,panted to do what was expected 
of uc Qh fate S .Iloy/evox’ if we can show a .single drop of the 
tea-s of,tile j->or to the .Government,, haying thought this, we 
went t<>--see:!with, our own eyes their- condition on Monday before 
Iasi ildcumyy-; Wiiaf wo, saw, and the manner in .which they 
•eyayorlv'-naim-e und-Atood-in distress around us, could not but move 
even the uxqst stQn.:e-*heai’ted. The zemindars have bound their 
hearts.with stones so lirmly, that .even the sounds of the cries of 
nnch poor people-can not - penetrate them. On both sides of the 
Suikea Bond, there are 15 or 16 villages*-as, Oona, &c, The fields 
in their midst and on. their,.north and -.south side, are blazing up 
like fire, Here and there are Moagla plants, which 'seem- like 
grass from a. distance, but all those are merged under wafer, 
Cows mistaking these for grass, sometimes drown themselves by 
falling into them. The waters of some places are very dirty; poor 
people make use of them for various, purposes without any hesitation. 
They' are breathing the poisonous air rising from tlie marshes by 
ony apd-',night, yet how they have- up to this time survived, .they 
only know. In the rainy season, when the marshes are sub-merged, 
tbe w-Teexy. attack the very doors of these poor, people, several 
houses.dow n, and, the snakes,-of the marshes, coming-in the 
villages, begin f to strike the corpse with the. sword.’ During that 
time canoes are., .their, means..of communication,. It. is matter of 
deep regret, that the zemindars should exact the rents of their 
sub-merged lands, Homestead and the marshy lands have long



since been teas*! together; when the ryots wish to relinquish. the 
marshy lands, they are required by the zemindars to relinquish their 
homesteads too. How many persons there are, who can leave their 
dear homes ? Thus complete ruin of the people comes from ail sides.

Now if tbo Government pay a litt-lo attention; thou only, the.1 
prosperous days of the people may come. The Mohirarif Khai is 
ten miles in length only because of its crooked course, else if it be 
cut straight, four miles at, the maximum would, well serve the pur-, 
peso. All, these works including the bridges may cost from five, 
to -seven.thousand' rupeSs.' If the kind is cut, intercourse with 
Calcutta by boats, and good mart's in the villages surrounded by- 
the'.marshes, may be held; four or five -hundred rupees per an
num -may be realized from the rent of fisheries. The ryots several 
times- applied' to The Magistrate of Howrah for this matter;' and 
they are ready to pay the above sum as rent of fisheries. This 
great work - may be accomplished at such a small cost; the income 
of the zemindars may be increased by clearing the marshes; each 
of them, is not less- wealthy, yet the ryots are crying about frbnv
road to road. We especially request the zemindars of-----—, that
they should he a little kind to the poor people. However we corn 
fidently hope that; the cries of the poor will move with pity the 
heart of Government, and ' that they will find out such means'as 
will relieve their distress in this year. If the Government gain 
the blessings of the people, their wealth will be increased, there 
is no doubt of that.” The S kU lava'tik'w m ackoA %  F a !gun HJh W 7 7  
Megira,

The Rates of Rent.
General Rules;' “ The settlement is to be made, as far as possible . 
in one net; sum,-free from any charges of oioshairh, zemindari 
Aralah, podl-htindee. Cuteherry charges, or others of a similar na
ture ; hr being- intended, that all charges incidental to the receipt 
of the Tents of the lands, "and independent, of the allowances of 
the Officers of Government, and expenses attending the collection 
of she public revenue, shall be defrayed by the proprietors from 

• the produce of their lands, ” Reg, VTU. .1793, see. 72.



./fin every. possible-pase, all separate allowances to the fâ ulreS 
and .collections of the proprietors of lami, are >t-c he abolished*.-and 
the provision for thetr maiuttniance -is to: devolve upon the pr̂ prie- 
tars,::;- Reg, ‘ViII., 1793,'* ;̂ 73.

Witii-.respect to ariy of the existing' established zomindair 
chargevsueVas, pensions, charitable u»- other; allowances/which 
it may be thought proper to continue; -they..' ah all be paid by the 
Collectors,- and the proprietors .and -farmers of .land are to have no 
concern in them, unless ibf special reasons of convenience, it- 
should be deemed more expedient in any instance to- entrust the 
proprietors or fanners of land with the disbursement of - them.”
Meg: VIII., 1793, sen.;.74,

fl The standard-for fixing the:future assessment mentioned in 
Section 68, viz.. the jumma of the proceeding year compared with 
t.he accounts and information supplied-by the Collectors, and the 
recommendation of the Board: of Beventie thereon, cannot, be 
applied, however, to the .separated taiook-s, which have not hither;* 
to paid any jumma immediately to Government; nor is it'tolie 
understood to be applicable to any instances where - the1-actual 
produce-of the - lands may have been ascertained. In ail such 
instances, ■ and in all separated talooks, tin jtmnna of which xhallr 
deeply appear - to'have bee affixed below' thd - general rate of as
sessment of the Pergunpah wherein they ate situated, the- assess
ment is'-to be regulated so-as-to leave- tfrfche proprietors1 a provision 
for themselves airdfa-ntilies, equal- to about'ten per cent, on the 
amount of their contributions to Go verurnent;.'including the produce- 
of na/rikar, or other private lands, to he annexed -to thetoalgazarry 
lands# directed in-. Section 39::andritfee idop-kdars whose jumma 
may be raised by virtue Of tlriis rUl%.:are" to be informed, that they 
may rile In the Dewanny Adawlat the proprietor, who fixed their 
jumma, if -they shall think fcheriiselves aggrieved by their payment' 
being enhanced; contrary to the terms of a grant, which :the 
zemindars had ho authority-to bestow on thorn,” Reg. ¥111,1793, 
seiri-'V 51/

-VII-I., 17-93, me. 39 runs t h u s T h e  namliarjcka- 
mm̂  nijjote, and-other private lands, appropriated by the zen.in
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«lars, independent talookdars, and other actual proprietors of laud* 
in Bengal and Orissa, to the Subsistence of themselves and fami
lies,' shall be also annexed to the malgtizarry lands and the ten 
years’ jutnma fixed 'upon the whole 'under the .following modifica
tions:—that such 'proprietors, as may decline to engage for their 
land's, be-allowed-the option of retaining possession of their private 
lands’above-specified upon the terms on which they have hither
to possessed them, provided they shall prove to the satisfaction, 
of the Board, of Revenue, that they held them under a similar 
tenure, previous to the 3.2th August 1763, the- date of the grant 
of the ..Dewannyto the Company, and have hitherto been-permit
ted to keep possession of them, whether their zemindaries or estate* 
have'been held •&/«*«-or let-in' farm; but not other-wise. In the 
©tent of such proof, and of their availing themselves of the option 
above given to retain possession of their private lands, a deduction - 
adequate to the net. produce of such lands, is ho be made from the 
amount of - the allowance fixed-for excluded.proprietors by-faction 
4.4.”

".The estimated: provision for the -landholders and their fami
lies. where the assessment.may-fee fixed ninth© ascertained produce 
of their lands, is slated .generally at ten per cent, on- tho jimima 
payable by them. But if owing to any peculiar,circumstances, a 
large provision should be deemed necessary, particularly in semin- 
daries, or independent talooks, yielding a small revenue, the 
Governor-Genera1 in Council will take the same into cpnsidera- -
tion • Reg. YIH, 1793, m. 77.

“ I u carrying into .execution the principles contained in Section 
72, it will 'be. necessary to consider,- whether the several charges 
noticed have been hitherto defrayed by the.actual proprietors of 
lands, independent, of their assessment, or by Government, with, a 
view to determine whether a deduction is to be allowed from their 
future jurouia to provide for them, or .otherwise.” Rag. V III., 1793, 
sec. 78.

“ In cases where the charges alluded to in the proceeding Sec
tion have been defrayed by the actual proprietors of land, indepen- 
ently of their jumma to. Government., they will not of course be


