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so long as these aristocrats are on their side. If they are realty 
anxious to be popular'—to see their names engraved in golden 
characters in the hearts of the people—then instead of bestowing 
empty titles upon a few zemindars, let them confer real benefits-— 
m&mi let them offer high judicial and executive appointments upon 
those natives, who really deserve them, and above ail, let them 
emancipate the hundred millions of ryots from the grasping slavery 
of the zemindars, malguzars, and talukdars. We think it would 
not be out of place to quote here the following lines:—

“ Of all the titles, in the eyes of the native public, this 
especial one (Bai Bahadurship) has become sickening, and the 
people have come to look upon it with contempt, Among 
the new Rai Bahadurs we find L— -— —, mukirn and
jeweller to His Excellency the’ Viceroy, and Babu—.—---- ,
treasurer. These gentlemen are welcome to the honors bestowed 
on them. But we see no reason why those European gentlemen, 
who are jewellers or tailors by appointment to His Excellency 
the Viceroy, should have no titles' conferred on them ; or why
Mr,. P---------, the Viceroy’s confectioner, who was no insignificant
character at the Delhi Assemblage,should be unhonored, why H.isEx- 
cellency’s Head Kkidmutgar should not be created a Khan Balm- 
dor. The very members of the Bengal Council find themselves 
no more honored than the Viceroy's mukirn or cash-keeper, add 
the Hon’ble Babus Kristo Das Pal and Ram Bunker Sen are
placed in the same category with L-------- and Babu G----- -—J
The Indian Mirror quoted in the Statesman, January 18,187Z*

“ A cess of four annas in the rupee was levied by Rajah------ -»
of— — on the occasion .of his getting his title. Most of the 
ryots paid the cess, but the Christians about— — — resisted it.
An enquiry was instituted, which showed that no violence had 
been used ; payment was optional.” The Land Revenue A dm,i no a- 
tration Report, for the Year 1.876-77, p. 50.

The Indigo-Rlantern.
We think it is necessary that we should crave the permission 

of our reader's to trouble them for a while with a short plea for
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.dwelling on the oppressions of the indigo-planters,- We have 
proved before, perhaps,to the satisfaction of our readers; .that the 
ryots have suffered much in person and property in consequence 
of the corruption, inefficiency, and the - oppression of the Police, 
and that the zemindari system is the true cause of .its injure.
Here it will bo our painful duty to prove, that the zeraimian 
system is also one of the principal causes o! the oppressions of 
the -ryots by the indigo-planters. We firmly believe, that it it had 
not prevailed, they would never have suffered so much in their 
hands. ( We lay stress upon the italisized words), Indeed much 
of the- oppressions of the indigo-planters may safely be laid at 
the door of the zemindars, We draw the attention of our readers 
to the facts, that some zemindars both Native and European are 
indigo-planters, and that most of the latter are Europeans,
Their oppressions are as proverbial as those of the zemindars, 
.Hence it would-appear, that many ryots, who cultivate indigo, 
suffer zemihdari and indigo oppressions, and are undoi their des­
potic sway. If our readers- think seriously and calmly, -they 
cannot but come to the conclusion, that the oppressions, which 
they have practised and are still practising upon their ryots xn-their 
position of indigo-planters, would never have 'been-practised to so 
great an extent, if they had not been in the position of their zemin­
dars. The position of these unfortunate creatures, who .hold lam is 
and cultivate Them witb4Jb«in with indigo under them is scarcely 
better than that of the slaves, and is somewhat different from that of 
ih dr brefchren, who hold 1 amis ututor a zemindar and cultivate -thcm 
with indigo under a planter. That the latter too suffer zemin­
dar! "and indigo oppressions, is clearly manifest from the fact, that 
they arc under both of thorn. The only difference between them 
is, that the former must, patiently submit to their fate, and bear 
all the oppressions, which their master; are pleased to practise 
upon theta, while the latter when oppressed by the one may fly 
to the protection of the other ; but they are always put into 
great difficulty, and hardly know what to do—whom to side with 
—when there is a dispute between the planter and the zemindar.
We can hardly conceive a position more worse than what they
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are placed - in thereby. Unfortunately for them, fche.-dispu.tvs 
between them .are almost of every-day occurrence,, l't-is a self- 
evident-fact,. that one .cannot serve two masters at a time. Hence 
it would appear that they always incur displeasure of one of 
them, and are threatened- with' vengeance, ami that horrible-op­
pressions and outrages are often perpetrated on them on slightest 
pretexts. We think- we have already wounded the feelings of our- 
readers by placing before them pictures of various-.sorts of 
oppressions practised upon the ryots by the zemindar,s. lit was 
our .earnest desire not to trouble them with any more. But calm 
and deliberate consideration leads ns to the conclusion, that-we 
will certainly ill-discharge our diuy towards the vast millions in 
trying to represent them-, if we omit the oppressions of- the indi­
go-planters. Moreover the oppressions of the ' zemindafa are- so 
intermingled with those of the indigo planters, that it is almost 
impossible -to -dwell .fully upon the .former without dwelling- upon 
the - latter. Some -of our readers may think, that the oppressions 
of the -indigo-planters hhvo ceased tot exist from the-year 18a9, 
and that therefore there is now no need of dwelling: upon them.
But that is -really not the case. They are almost as prevalent in 
187D as they were in 1859, the only difference being, that in 
1859 the ryots rose to open rebellion, whieh drew, the attention 
of the Government, and finally led to the appointment of a Corn• 
mission to enquire into its causes, while in 18/9 they patiently' 
submit to their fate, arid sometimes rise to little rebellions, which 
are quickly suppressed. If tire oppressions of the indigo-planters 
had not existed, we would never have troubled our readers with 
them. That they are as prevalent in 1879 as they were in 1859, 
will appear from two well-known facts, that many ryots of Buhar 
and Tirhut, notwithstanding their proverbial tanacify -to.'their 
ancestral lands, have been forced by the oppressions of the indi­
go-planters to leave them and to prefer the protection of the 
Nepal Baj to that of the vaimted British Government, and that 
almost all the leading journals lately urged upon the Government 
to appoint a Commission to enquire into the causes of their griev­
ances. The perusal of many papers both official and non-official, some
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of which ye have quoted below, leave? no dou bt, In our minds; that 
the oppressions which are now practised upon the ryots of Behar 
and Tirhut, are almost similar td- those, 'which, were practised 
upon -those of Rajshahi, Nadya, and. Jessore, and which have been 
very ably set forth by the Indigo Commissioners in their Report 
of 1800, It would be' simple infatuation in us to try to add a 
single word, and to repeat them in our own - words.' We also 
think out- readers would' scarcely believe us, if we, instead of 
proving the oppression? of the-zemindars and the indigo-planters 
by long quotations from official arid non-official papers,- attempted 
to prove then; by using our own word so For this reason we have 
refrained from saying much of our own, and greatly availed our­
selves throughout the book of the writings,speeches, and evidence 
•of others. We believe onr readers will be firmly convinced on 
perusal of the following pages,, that the oppressions now practised 
upon the ryots by the indigo-plan tors would have been scarcely 
tolerated a single day by any civilized Government in the world 
except that of India, and that we would have been certainly 
wanting in our duty towards the vast millions, if we had omitted 
them. With these remarks we-leave onr readers to judge from 
the following extracts, how far our rulers have discharged, and 
are still discharging, their duty towards the people, who have 
been entrusted by kind Providence to their care and protection.
To guard ourselves from being misunderstood, we distinctly state 
that there are a few indigo planters, who do not oppress their 
ryots, and consequently do not deserve in any way the least cen­
sure from us.

" I beg to submit a pamphlet published in Bengalee and 
widely circulated, called ‘ The Oppressions of the Indigo-Planters/
It contains songs, which have been sung far and wide among the 
natives and set to music. The drift of some of those songs is 
the following ‘ that the interest. on the planter’s advances accu­
mulates for three generations; that-tbe people sell theirpoMftka 
(leases), they do not cross the Ganges, that is, get free from the 
planter; that when the planter first applies to the ryot to -so-w 
indigo, he comes, like a beggar, but at last he makes-grass to grow
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on the ryot’s bon#.ihc indigo-planters- come in like a needle, 
but go out like a plough-share, and are desolating Bengal like 
flocks of locusts; the king looks on while the subjects are 
drowned; all is gone; to whom shall we apply but to Almighty 
God; should we shut our eyes at night,, we see the white face 
before us, and, through tear, our lives % away like a bird ; our 
souls are burning in the strong flames of pain, (Translation 
and original handed in), Rev. James Long. The Indigo Com- 
onisdon Report I860, p. 155.

“ 1 myself, at the beginning of the mutiny, read a pamphlet 
published by one of the courtiers of the King of Oude, in which 
he argues, that the indigo-planting oppression is as great in 
Bengal, as any system of oppression that has been alleged to be 
practised by the King of Oude; and that if the King of Oude is 
to be deprived of his kingdom on account of the oppression prac­
tised in his territories, the English Government ought also to be 
deprived of Bengal on account of the indigo and other oppres­
sions they wink at,” Ibid. Ibid., p. 156.

“ Do your ryots sow indigo, because it is profitable to them,, 
or because they wish to please you as their zemindar —It
is not at all profitable to them, but rather a loss, as my memo 
will show. They sow it to please me, their landlord, and. because 
they have sown it before, and also they wish to avoid the possibi­
lity of strangers coming In,” A Well-known Zemindar. Ibid,, 
p. 38.

“ You have stated that the ryots would be glad, if the cul­
tivation of indigo were discontinued ; will you state the reason 
the ryots have for this ?— —In the first, place, ryots are subjected 
to a great deal of annoyance and exaction by the factory servants ; 
even with, my personal supervision, I am unable to prevent; the 
oppression of my servants.” Ibid. Ibid,.

“ There is no profit at all. If the ryot is to cultivate indigo, 
he must give his exclusive attention to it for the whole year to 
the neglect.of other crops, which would give a large profit of 50 
to 100 per coni.” Another Zemindar, Answer to Question 18X

■ Ibid. ' . . . Yy •
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“ if iho ryots have, for the last-20 years, 'been unwilling to 
sow indigo, how then have they gone on cultivating the plant up
to the present time ?—----By numerous acts of' oppression and
violence, bv locking them up in godowns, burning their houses, 
beating them, <to.” lb'-d. 1 bid. 186, /bid

“ First, I believe it\(indigo-cultivation) to be unprofitable, and 
thev.--.fore I cannot believe that any ryot would consent to take up 
that cultivation, involving as it does serious pecuniary loss to 
himself; secondly it involves an amount of’ harassing-interference, 
to which no -’free agent would subject, himself; thirdly, from a 
consideration :of the acts of violence to which the planters have 
throughout been compelled to resort to keep up this cultivation 
as proved: by the Criminal Records of Bengal; fourthly, from the 
admissions of the planters themselves, that if the ryots were free 
agents, they would not cultivate indigo; fifthly, the -necessity 
under which the planters state themselves to be of spending large 
sums in the purchase of zemimianes and other description of rights 
giving them territorial influence and powers of compulsion, with­
out-which they would be unable to procure the ' cultivation of 
indigo ; sixthly, tire statement of the ryots and the people general­
ly in the'district in which 1 have, boon ; seventhly, the fact, that 
as soon as the ryots became aware of the fact, that, they were by 
lav and practically free agents, they at once refused to - continue 
the cultivation.” ' tfon’ble A. .Eden. Ibid. 8871 Ibid.

“ My own impression- was that the indigo-cultivation there 
(in PubhaJ -'was extremely distasteful to the ryots. 1 derive my 
impression from Conversing with the ryots; and generally from 
cases that came before me. but I must add that certainly the 
great majority of cakes were from those estates in which the dis­
putes between Mr. K------and Babu R— ...........were going on
so that it is difficult to say in what cases the - ryot’s antagonism 
to planters was the' result -of his own impulse, and iu what he was 
acting under the influence of his zemindar," Ibid. Ibid. 8761)
Ib id .

.‘ -Then is it, your decided opinion, that iadigo-cultivation'can­
not'be carried on without zombi dari influence, and, as a c6n.se-
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quei.ce without opprbftsibn / — Y'lSa/1 Aofe Bcibii i'roswnwi 
G6oma¥ Tagore. Ibid.,'8158. Ibid.

“ Do the rvots of ae'mitvdars cultivate indigo-m unwillingly 
for them, as you say they tli> fbr plriiithrs ?-—~~-They a,re -eifablty 
uhwiHihjg to-cultivate' ifiS%o lor zemindars,; as th-fey are for English 
planters.” A Zeniindtir, Ibid., 8587. Ibid.

wi have seer ryots stand upland say (piiftihg their teuffsuip 
'to their throat's)'Let the Governmeht eat our thWate^M^M 
soldiers to kill us with bullets, ■ but W  will not sow indigo/ ” 
tlfeb/F. Schitrr. Ibid., p. «6. ■ ’ ■ ' !

" f“l  'found' for the first tiiiro Kty lad fan ■ experience the 
hand of the planter systematically lifted1 up hgaius: the'life-and 
property of the ryot; a- system that appeared to me neither to 
recognize the bx t̂eriee of a Magistrate on earth, nor a; Liod/in. 
heaven. I found a total -absence 'of Ordinary justice/3 ■ EMvo.rd 
'BeLatov/)', Esq.'''IM&, X. ; ’r,,‘ : x- n ■

“ An indigo - Factory '• h mNphg' been '.established in h certain 
Ziftak, and had met "With sucli îgiia! suhress as to in dude' other 
settlers to go there also. One gehtlbujan, howxver, took . up1 Ids 
■quarters so near the old eStkblrshed Factory-us td-be a'sou roe of 
Annoyance to its owners; -he'was at'firafc'civilty-desired to decamp, 
but as he Had built his Factory on-ground of w hich be dm d a i.-asc 
in perpetuity from the zeinindaf, he naturally demurred

| Petty t|uarrels;arose;between them. Charges -and- counter-
/barges, Some true, some false, were rhade/and with various And* 
cess, before the Magistrate; hdt the neW-coiner maintained his 
ground, 1' • " " v -

Tins Was didt' Calmly to be borne by men, whose word in that 
part of the htmrrfry had hitherto been law, and the aundrifetion 
df the Factory -was determined ih. The1 Police Was summoned, 
and notice was given them of the intended outrage. Large 
bribes were giveii, and threats 61 rengehiice1 held out, if any 
mention of the Affair should reach the Magistrate’s ear, and.,'the 
night was fixed upoh 'for the attack. Armed With clubs and 
"Spears, and provided with spades, pickmxes, and baskets, a body 
uf three hundred men silently and slowly wended their Way to

I "
I
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the doomed Factory in ike dead of the night. Its occupants 
were fast asleep, and the English settler was seized in his bod.
He and his servants were put in irons, and he was taken below 
to witness the demolition of his Factory.

The hand was divided into three parties. The first collected 
everything combustible and set fire to it. By the light of the 
fire the second party broke,up the Factory with their spades and 
pick-axes; and the third carried away the materials in their 
baskets, and threw them into a deep nullah (ditch-), which ran 

: about two hundred yards from the house. As the morning dawned, 
the attacking party reached their own Factory carrying with them 
their prisoners, whom they meant to detain till matters were finally 
adjusted.. One servant, however, unperceived by the aggressors, 
had effected his escape, and given information of the outrage to 
the Magistrate. The Police JQarogah was desired to investigate 
the affair, and after consultation with the principal aggressor, 
boldly reported* that there was not a word of truth in tire state­
ment* that he had moreover seen Mr.----------- a guest at the house
of the party charged, and that he also had affirmed to the false­
hood of the statement. Dissatisfied with the report, the Magis­
trate summoned Mr— ---- to make personal enquiries, of him,
and he was permitted to attend, the Court, in company, however, 
with the party charged. Face to face each fought his,'battle be­
fore the Magistrate, the one affirming, that the outrage as above 
detailed bad actually occurred, the other, that it had not, and that
Mr..-------- had never had a Factor}- on the spot stated by him,
Witnesses were summoned on both sides, but their statements 
were so conflicting, that the .Magistrate determined to proceed in 
person to the spot, The rains, however, set in, the country be­
came flooded, and lbs departure was unavoidably postponed. Mr,
.....— —went to Calcutta, and the other party returned to his Fac­
tory. Quietly and carefully was every vestige of the Factory des­
troyed,. Factory removed even to the very foundations, the earth 
was smoothly levelled and neatly laid down with turf, and before 
the visit of the Magistrate, the spot was covered by a dense grass- 
jungle. After a personal inspection of the spot, the Magistrate



.. w\ ( 2!)9 >
returned to his Culcherry fully satisfied that the charge was false.

The other tale we mean to tell will shew the Police to have 
been the sufferers, and is one among many instances we could gi ve 
of the difficulties with which they are surrounded.

There was an indigo-planter of very gentlemanly and win­
ning manners, who chiefly resided at the 'Sadder Station, where he 
almost daily associated with the Judge and Magistrate—the 
Concerns; of his' Factory'being to all appearance left to ■the care of 
his Gomastah or Steward.

Complaints occasionally were made to the Magistrate of acts 
of oppression on the part of this gentleman, which, however, were 
disapproved ; but as they increased in frequency, the Magistrate 
began to suspect that they might not have been so unfounded as 
he had imagined them to be, and lie inwardly determined to visit 
the scene of the next alleged outrage. He had not long to wait. 
The gentleman was charged with having rooted up the crop oi 
rice of a ryot, and to have forcibly sown the ground with indigo, 
and the Police Darogah reported that the charge was true. There, 
was new a fine opportunity for the' Magistrate to-sec the state of 
things with his own eyes, and to test the probity of his .Darogah, 
atul ho accordingly proceeded to the spot and pitched h.:$ teat on 
the contested field. The case was most clearly proved against the 
indigo planter, and he was duly summoned to answer this charge. 
He instantly obeyed the summons, and with gentle urbanity ex­
pressed his regret, that the Magistrate should have been misled 
in sucli a wild goose chase. The evidence was read over to him 
and Ids countenance fell, and he instantly admitted, that though 
innocent, appearances were much against him, and that it would 
be difficult for him to disprove- the charge, since the parties ac­
quainted with the case were; of course, tutored against him, as ho 
and the Darogah (who was elsewhere on duty) had long been 
enemies.

Deeply did he fee! the awk wardness of his situation, but ho 
requested the Magistrate, with a view to establish his innocence, 
that ho would examine any uninterested parties, who might acci­
dentally pass the tent. To this the Magistrate agreed, and very
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- shortly, afterwards a. party.; of villagers were seen crossing the 
plant. ; '1'he-Magistrate's Ohaprasseps we:re , despatched to bring 
thrirn tqtho -tent*, hut so great was. their, -alarm.thatf they; were 
with difficulty seized. They, gave their evidence very reluctantly, 
aduht fod tb.$t the indigo-plaider was., oppressive but that’ the 
present charge... was false-—the: field of ...contention haying never to 
their knowledge been cijltiyafced by the ,corap]a.in.ank The com­
plaint w.as of course, dismissed, and- the Darpgah; punished for a 
fatso report, while the indigo-planter was received by. the Magis­
trate ‘into as much favour as ever. At length in a, fit of inebriation 
he confessed, that; he had done the Beak’ by causing;, a woll- 
eubo.nied-party of witnesses to cross the plain so soon a.s he should, 
according, to the pr%-coneerted> plan, appear at the tent-door in. 
com pany with the .Magistrate,” The Calcutta Review, voh III, 
p. p.. IS2--54-.

*• Have you ever had reason to believe or to think;, ttmt a 
: ■village has beeu plundered by lattials ?----- 1 had once an opportu­
nity, of witnessing the .consequences of an affray,, which: took, place, 
about six, years ago in a- villagm.only.five or sis. miles from ..ICrisli- 
mignro the name of the Tillage, is N----— I happened to be 
going.to Bah-irgachi to pay a visit.,to my congregation there, and 
rnhmy. way I had .to-pass through this v illage, which had boon .at tack •• 
cdhyilqUkds only The day previpus;. the. village was. plundered 
:- ;id partly destroyed, I passed through, ihe village early, in the 
nioyningaminy palanquin, and did not then observe as I passed- 
through that any thing had happened; but when I arrived, at 
Bahirgachi,. I .found all, the people both Non-Chxis.tiaps- apd ..Chris- 
tia.un in a state of great excitement and fright. When I enquired 
into the cause of it, they seemed surprised that I did- not know- 
■wHathad happened the,day before, and then they t-.d-i me all 
about it, but rather in,a cautious way, being; evidently afraid., lest, 
they should have to suffer for revealing the facts tome. I was 
told’that the, planter of the-—— -— -factory had been- anxious to
get a footing for indigoin the village of M-.--------—r, which, be-.
kinged- to a. zemindar; it may-be-that -s.ome of the yyofo had. re­
ceived, advances, Tim zemindar was determined, that no indigo
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should be sown in bis village,,and when at the seed-time the plan­
ter sent his people to sow indigo, they pver© driven back. The 
planter then another effort, and sent some lattiak to force 
the ryots, but these also were .driven back. The planter then .col­
lected u large number of. lattifds, and sept them to the village * the 
planter himself was not present, and these men commenced the 
work ol ded.ruct.on. 1. was .told, that one man was killed, one was 
missing, and two or three severely won ruled, and that the houses 
ware phindered and pulled down, and the women stripped of their 
cloths. I remained that day with my people at Bahirgacfif and 
in the following morning on my return to Rrishnagur, I stopped 
at the village. of.M,-——— ;ryjf> verify the statement I had heard. 
1 found the village wholly deserted; not a.man, woman,, or child, 

he seen;, I, saw also several broken down; houses, hut did 
not notice any burnt ones.” Rev. C, If, BlumhanlL The huliya 

mission Report, I860, p, 119,

; " W;v a’fv investigation made into this matter by the autho-
litie^ahd it so, with what result The case was tried in the 
fCour5of Krishnagur, and came also to the Sessions Court. About* 
ten of the factory servants were sentenced to various peri oris of 
imprison monk vary in g from four to twelve years. Am appeal was 
afterwards made by the planter to the Sadder .N izamut, and there' 
tlid ease vv,vs dismissed and tlie prisoners released. The Court 
was 6t opmioti that there was not sufficient evidence of an affray 
having taken place at all.” fbid. Ibid.

" ^dh regard tp o,u£r^ op women, the brother of a man, 
whose wife hid been taken away from a ghaut, came and told me 
of tfm jpculeui,;.the..mauo story ran thus.:, two young women were 
fetching water at a ghaut, and were taken away by,the servant 
of a,planter. After, finding,out. which was the woman that they 
want d (whoi8,^id by the people to be one of the greatest 
beautw,, in ifrislinagiu) they let ,the other one go on her way,, 
and, thy one who, was 1 he beauty,, was carried to the.factory. The 
Barpgah was at once brought by her relations,, bj.it he wpnt away 
withoutWoing anything Afterwards, I believe, they petitioned



a Deputy Magistrate near the '"place,"'who-' somehow or other got 
rhl of it.” Rev. G: Bonitvetxck, Ibid.

“ What became of the woman ?----- After being taken about
to one or two factories and two or three other places, they at last 
put hoi down in the house of a native, who, 1 believe, was a 
relative of hen; from thence she was seat home.

Can you say how long the woman was absent ?-——I be­
lieve three days,.

Who is. the husband, and in what village does he reside ?—— 
He is a Kaiburfo, mu! is a man, of some property.

From what source is your knowledge of this charge derived? 
— From the statement of the woman’s husband’s brother; he 
told me iliis in Calcutta four weeks ago.” Ibid. Ibid., pi p. 88-9.

Hon’bi'e A.-Eden in his evidence before the Indigo Com­
mission said; uOne was the case of kidnapping in--------Factory,
------— in the Rajsh&iu district, in which one man was confined
and died in the go down, and his body .was' thrown by the factory 
servants and sunk by means of bags of bricks in a jheel. 
Atimco' to Question do f9.

.My own impression is, that, not one tithe of the offences 
actually committed ever came before any Court at ail. Ibid., 
8595. .',lty

Then do you consider, that the Government Officials have
sacrificed justice to favour the planters ?-----I consider that it has
frequently been the case, and I have stated so in official reports.
I will go further and say that as an young .Assistant, I confess I 
have favoured my own countrymen iu several instances. Ibid., 
3602.

The Police Courts have, until the last four or five years, been 
out of their (ryots’) reach. The planter having the rights of a 
sfemindar, has reigned over them with the powers of a despot. 
They dared not leave their homes to go and complain at a distant 
station if they did so, they ran the risk of returning to find 
their cattle carried off, or a relative illegally confined. Even in 
cases' inf which, on these complaints, the Police when deputed to 
hold an investigation, sometimes through fear of the planter, and
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sometimes corrupted by his money, nearly always influenced by 
some means or other, reported tbe base against the ryot. The 
ryot would then foe worse than before, and his only hope of peace 
lay in cultivating indigo without opposition, but not a free agent, 
...This intimacy ‘ greatest intimacy1 between planters and Govern­
ment Officials has very often, it may be without the knowledge of 
the planter, been made use of by the factory servants as a means 
to accomplish their wishes. Again, facilities of complaint have 
been afforded to the planters by the'higher authorities from which 
the ryots are altogether excluded, and f believe it to he the case, 
that this privilege has been made use of to- influence such higher 
authorities against such ol the local authorities, as may shew a dis­
position to do justice between man and man. And there are cases 
in which the removal of officials has been attributed by the ryots 
to the influence, brought to bear by those in the interests of the 
planters against such officials. Ibid. 3607.

v. Moulvie Afodool Latief was removed from Kalaroa for giving 
an order protecting the ryots against the forcible entry of the 
planter...In my own ease, I was, on private representations made 
by planters, reprimanded and interfered with by the Commissioned 
Representation ■■ were made to the Government for my removal 
on the ground, that I.had told the ryots that the cultivation of 
indigo was optional. And three petitions wore presented by par­
ties of influence in Calcutta within a few months demanding 
my removal on this account, and 1 had considerable difficulty in 
defending my own position and upholding my independence as a 
Magistrate. Ibid., 3608.

My own experience leads'me to believe, that fear of the plan­
ter’s influence and fear of the representations he may make to 
their official superiors, render the Police very apt to side with the 
planter’s people when the opposite party were poor natives. 
Ibid., 3614.

In one district with which I am acquainted, the power of one 
faun is so great, that the ryots used to come across in my district 
to complain to me because they dared not go through their own. 
district to reach the station at which their own Magistrate resided.”
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“' When the. time (of lease) expired, they (mdigd-qdanibrs) 
sowed indigo forcibly, and this brought on a case bf Act IV . ot 1840, 
but on. iny producing copy of the 'terms of the lease, the planters 
lost the case.: On this they assembled a great number of initial* 
and spearmen, and took away more' than a'thousand'head of cat­
tle from the three villages, and plundered them also.” A Zhni/h- 
tpir. Arinin, r to Question 3807. ■

‘ You have had occasionally to inf effete; in' quarrels between
planters, zemindars, and ryots ?—..- Yes ; very often ’ F. L, Betiujoft,

..1%'7/nV, 191.
“ Do the zemindars ever instigate the ryots to break their 

contracts ? ——I have no doubt, they often do 'so” Ibid. Tbid,
'SoS. ' \  ̂ ? ‘ ’ ’’

‘‘ Have you ever known instances in which indigo ryots' have 
been worse off than, other ryots ?——X have known, instance's, 
where the ryots have been so much harassed by the quarrels 
regarding indigo between planters and zemindars, or planters 
and planters, and have suffered so much in house and property, 
that they have left the village. I have known other casbsin 
which the oppression of the planter has nearly' depopulated a 
large tract of country; but as X have also known cases in which 
the ryots have suffered similarly from the zemindars, I Cannot 

' Say that the one set of ryots is worse off than the other/'' Ibid.
Ibid., 270.

“ In carrying on your cultivation did you suffer from the 
exactions or interference of the zemindars, and in what way ?
—■----- When I had charge of the------- —-in Jcssore, a large
ijara held by the----------- concern had expired. The zemindar
tried to stop my cultivation in the villages ( I believe upwards ol 
50 in number) for the purpose of inducing me to 1 take another 
ijara. The concern lost 5,000 rupees per annum in rents under 
the former ijara, and if X had renewed it according to the terms 
which the zemindar then offered, we should have lost 10,000 
rupees per annum. The consequence was, that! did not take 
the ijara, upon which the zemindar put the ryots up not to

. . .  • -
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cultivate the uul-igo for the concern, After sonjevliesit|iticiî hnwefer# 
the ryots did cultivate.thy indigo,-land the consequence was that 
the1'zemindar, commenced oppressing- . them hy .. plundering, their 
houses, &e, and the. ryots wore fortunate enough- in,-that, 
which they were not in all such ea§e&“-:-fcc-gfot The. ̂ entindarh* Maih 
put into jail Ibr six monthd. .1 have had in my own part, of the 
country, that is, in -M-urskodahad, a Dur-putneodar, suing for rent 
of land a at a rupee, a boegha. when I held potkafe fptpi the w-unin- . 
dar at 10 and 13 annas a heegha, The, Dur-piifcacedar has taken 
inn.iiftp the Civil Courts, hut he does not treat his otlMSv... ryots 
quite so civilly,. The Dnr-putneedpi has been trying to increase 
the rents- of his ryots- in - the, whole Pergnnnah .to.double what they 
used to be-; ..some of the -villagers in iny part -oC the..yiountry 
resisted--it.:. The consequence was that he- conunr-nccd .sundry 
oppressions upon the ryots, and the ryots, appealed to. the .Mag-ha 
irate. Upon this, the Dtrr--p.ntne.eda).'brought a charge against 
the ryots of one village of having, pinudtvedjii# Stuhiej- puieherry;.- 
and murdered one of--.-bis .servants.- , The pht.rrpiH.m'wlar ifi tins .case 
was soppprted hy the Jemadar and Bndaudlaa of a.,J?cdiee. Fumse 
or station in the neigiiboarhood,: who had-, the assurance, 1© give 
evidence in favo ur of the Dni-pvf to cedar j. • the -Magistrate, however, 
saw through-the -case- and dismissed- it The same Ddr-puta-mb? 
earned away all the cattle belonging, to-the ryot's of - another ■ vih 

| 1»g»haad•*brohgbta/ehiirge agwdst,-? hf -this;,: village of
having?pk-irdvred the • vilktgd Cutcherry the night ofi,the day on 
wh)C:b the cattle were. .carried away,. ■ The Fyots went with tlm-ir 
eomplarnt to .the Court of: a -wati-vc./Deputy Ma.gisfri.ite, and .the 
i/ui-jjutc!ceaai' also went with hia eonapioint- there, the ryots were 
hound.over iorappear-ioi* bail,, and dftt̂ ed-a.tteudaiiee-atjthe Deputy 
Magistrate.** Oo.«rtdfui%tluee months, So far J. speak positively, 
atjdirottvjny-.own knowledge; but the u,STilt‘‘ l*i the Two casas-I 
eau only, gvvo- toon®- • hearsay.* 1 have heard that; ten? of/the- head 
ryots of the village have been mpri-soned-fon six months and. dried 
IDO -rupees--each hv the ease of.-Mie Ihir-pntneedur against, the ryots.
Ir> th« \5;.ibi'- of l.ltts •xyQll.«s,u;gakrs t the; idur-putueedar, ton r. of his men 
have been put in jell for three umntby uu.d final W  rupees .eaSjhJ

3D



W. (J. Rose. Esq. I hid, 4-4-
“ The zemindars, I know, often instigated the ryot;; against 

the planter, and forced the latter to renew the lease of a village,
• encouraging the ryots not to cultivate indigo til! the louse was 

renewed.” J. I f . R eily , Hsg. Ibid ., 35^8. ■ : '•,h f" * " ' ’ ’ '
Rxtmnts from Minute by the Indigo Oomm-mwiiera.

First-, as regards the disparagement .of the indigo system. It-: is 
assorted that the contract for the-"growth and production of the 
plant., so far from being voluntary, is forced upon the- ryot, who 
Is compelled by more or less of pressure to accept advances; that 
these advances are rarely given,-nr are not .given in.full alter tne> 
first year or two: that1'the ryot is compelled to plough, sow, weed 
his land, and to cut and cart the plant at times when he wodld 
prefer being'engaged in the cultivation of other crops of superior 
profit;'that-the land selected and marked efi" by- the servants of 
the factory is often the best Lind of land most earefully cultivated 
by the ryots and moist needed by him for his own ctfivewifucei 
or, that land actually ready for other crop?, or even sown with . 
such crops, is forcibly ploughed up and resown with indigo; 'that 
che mere cultivation is thus rendered to him irksome, repulsive, 
and harassing hi the- highest degree ; that, owing to the preeuffa.- 
ousaesv of the crop, and tke“ inadequacy of the payment, the 
ryot invariably fulls into balances, and persons once agreeing to 
sow, 'bequeathe the obligation to their descendants, who are either 
never-able,-or-if -able, are not allowed-.to free - themselves ami : 
families from the debt, which, their fathers have contracted with 
the factory; that the system Which is thus founded on tjompul- - 

.• and nmintaiBed by force, is stilt farther rendered od ious fey
the extortion and oppression of the factory servants, who divert 
from Us lawful end a portion .even of the smalUnd inadequate 
payment made to the cultivators; and that the lower orders of 
servants practise many other ways of oppressing the ryot-s. or of 
extorting' money from them, such .as; cutting -their bamboos, tak­
ing away thoir- thatching grass and the produce of their gardens; 
seizing their ploughs, and carrying away their cattle under pre­
tence of damage done to the growing plant: that, in order to



'{ Wfr )
prevent Pfo I* from ..disputing the will of the .plauter, mors seri­
ous outrages are often, committed, aud that instances can fee 
shewn when-planters or their servants have burnt, and knocked 
down homesteads, plundered bazars, kidnapped and carried off 
respectable, inhabitants, and confined them for weeks and months 
in .dark places, transporting- them- from factory to factory to elude 
the pursuit of the- Police; that even darker outrages on women have 
boe-u .openly perpetrated; and that, in consequence, the-feoUngol the 
ryot is- one of bitter but sullen hatred to the European ; that 

■with.regard- to-the native landholdersdhe attitude and encroach • 
■pieats of the- planter'towards these persons led-to frequent disputes, 
to violent affrays, to agrarian outrages, and to the consequent demor­
alization of the people-; thate&mtant. complaints .ainl-protracted 
litigation have followed on these occurrences ;.'. that the planter, 
commencing to -contract with ryots re sident on estates of which 
the proprietary right is not held by the factory, fens exerted • a 
pressure on t.iiose ryots, who then seek the protection of .their 
-. temittdar, or he-has sought an occasion of provoking ft quarrel 
with the : landholder, in order, it is repeatedly asserted, to extort 
■ from .the latter the grant of .an- estate on lease or inputnee: that the 
real aud 'avowed object of extorting those concessions,.is, that the 
planter .'inay.acqo.iro the rights, influence, and position of a zeinin- 
d&r,-without* uvuich he ne ver would-be able to compel! tlte produc­
tion of so' much indigo for a single day; that these rights are 
rarely alienated, either temporarily or permanently, by the zemin­
dar of lus own free milV but-that the alienation would not take 
if the Police were not inefficient, the Jaws weak,..and. the execu­
tive ■ authorities and the Covenanted Magistrates in particular, 
disposed to; side with the European, as against the native interest: 
that'dt -is owing to'the above; causes; and not to voluntary acts 
of the- nativiy ‘1 undholders, that the planters have, managed to ab­
sorb so much of the zemindar’s rights and properties.: that no 
improvement is perceptible in, the condition ft ryots of villages, 
where indigo- is cultivated.,; as compared with that.-of thh ryots, 
who do not-SuItiva-te indlgc, but • rather that the former are de­
pressed ami iinpovensued by the compulsory ami profitless cult:-



•vs'-it-m : i-te?-system has been borne with so .long, becaose the
fyai '<•». Bengali* of a passive and • enduring natn»e, and that, 
fh. list ike ovififed during the past season, is merely the expires-

the lost .:twe»tyJay p .that

geut natives, fend‘ifidoport(l«nt< Europeans, and has been- occasion­
ally ; pointed- in oft&iai amt unft®ci£tl<jov.respo'iide»-ĉ ; ■that if the 
s|e#t|iilfe: wore free agents hi tile grant; of; iesses, and ryots wean 
free agents in ''the : acceptance of engagements, a- groat and inrme- 
dla’to redlicfekm■ would tality-phtee in the area and extent- of indigo 
cuitivation ftmn the first date when such tigtes^bptdd he Ppetdy 
enjoyed, andnoted by either party ; and finally, that, tire whole 
syid-drli, its above described, -is vicious itriheory, iirjuuoiis in pihC"- 
tico; rm-.i huliealfy unsound, '

On the other hand, the ease for the planter, as before the 
public, to' the best of our : knowledge,- lias, been sot forth as b>l- 
Ib-i-s. The nil- of the plan ter,, as proprietor of lands, is a fnibfor 
avi'! ipovo.'temperate ruW.■ tiian that of the-native; It was not jk> 
much the wish of the planter to .•seen re lauded rights t* per.ni*- 

y . for timo. as to sostir© the growth.pt a. law portion ot 
mdign yfiaiit. (Jotdel ho bo certain that the free contracts'eutered 
rn-;., bv fh ■ ryots residentmn , the estates of others, should he 
faithfully ;i(iihv ''sxi to.flhcrc would be no need for him to seek the _ 
rights and niifuemie of a. zemindar. But his cultivation is so 
■ iabh• to infeiTupfian and interference at the ill-will, caprice, or 
dictation of die native zemindar, and' the ryots >soorren led away 
by evil art vice-'and: instigation, that no resource is left, to the- plan* 
nee, bio xo'jKguiio rights, which may enable him successfully fee 
pn v-iVn! o-v »«tisi; the .intrusion of others.. The zero mdur, .aware of 
\ hi -j !)(■(•, artfu I ir and culpably foments disputes between tu,e
pbmt.cV ami the ryot, in order that the latter may. tie-to bis land­
lord Ibtoailvicc. and assistance, .and that the former may ho eonv*
; . iJcd i>y the•necessities -ot his sitnation to pay exorbitant prices 
j;,r pittumos, or to takie cm lease at a High bonus and a rental liable 
to oribamvmcid at> the expiration <d the term of years, land so 
akecseil chat u<> pro tits or skill in management will enable turn

- _ > ' f
a.' - •' .-i\ 1. •; ■■ . • ' >i i  . ■ ■. ■ y,  - ... , ;■ .. . ' ; r y y .  •%■. /•

( «  0



■  * ' (g
.( m  )

.to collect. a n ,equiyiukmt'from h.<> ? ->r - ■’■■■ -A f ^ i
. : T-he iivots Vfho appeared ho fora uf, on the other hand, as > 

lo a f  in deuaaneiiig the afeoy« supervision (of the planters}., m  
harsissirig.hm iv^btts,o They say ttibat rimy a *  inquired.' again 
aiitlii^iu to plough, X® oruSb.Xhe elotis, to,remove,stacks, to-wnooth 
fclib.p^ipdi..to sow.’at .that pwis&momettt, .whidh-the planter
dictate, until neither tbek time not their ■ labour can be Bahed 

tteir .'O W'*r; t ho ir Tipelgidu uda Sub Iblfc untilled or only had tilled, 

and fe y  .are subjected, to sweh-ooimtcmfc annoyances; - rmligmc-ies?, 

and opprqWioos. while mheir bundles of plant are unfair It, or 

:korriedly measured, that they .-have learned to hate the very 

name of htdlgdu • ib)iv(.:onhrrarat!Kr.;n of thoabovfei reumrms, we have

( .only hi antic it -Him Hamms. aftentfou to .-(.he .evidence dm both, 
sides, which.,, orr.this Head,; hmtoo copious to detail

; .:.'W!e believe that one explanation ol tlrese contradictory state- 
wen-te and -the main point.-5, : which lit. is .necessary, to-jceep jn view 
.horn.dits-time forward, is,Hint the- cultivation. of indigo is not 
qeqlKbble .to f e  ryot: on the terms hpretafpre existing- Wifch- 
•y.outiiutt.icipitting .m-npmnclusions cm tiro j-ust and- '.elation
between ryot, and planter, we flunk it absolutely essential • for,»

I right umdei'sfewid’utg of the whole-..subjaefc.afcL'thts stage-of our 
• report. to .draw Mis Honor's special attention to this foot ; and' it 
dsai facy not to be JUputeil ut quo»th»ned, we slm'l now, shows not 
drouijfhh evidence of exasperated,ryots .relating their grievances, 
or iro-m- that o f, the gentlemen;,: who have testified- in their behalf, 
fe f from she -admissions -of thp planters- themselves, or of those 
who hove spoken,.some who* on this side of.4he. question,

„r {-.‘Woi-hn.V.e deemed it .our'duty thusi-todraw. attputioTc to the 
■xtufortuiui4v■ posifiefool- the ryot, at a cultivator pf. inchgo, because 
■lif'is, oruivot' .those pointy that has hitherto been kept out of -sight, 
miso % pi v.'*ontod, or rum-understood, I. ho » mo msxion, w hich has- 
been men tioned at various times for Up- last: fw'enty-bve-years .as a 
desidqrafomrhus n©-\v hocus looked feanxiqmby by t ho ag'ricu-t.u rai 

| population ; the more in telligent portion are . lolly aware - of ih>
ĵ.fctgipvai.d .wo. fe i-fe f it is. ia'eumbortt od us first to place, in 

the jjtr 'iup'sl and i h -uosl .light. Iho.'ryot as he .appear to m  dm



prived of hi.« feee will, and bound to .continue a cultivation, which 
does not jyiv.ft him a fair or adequate profit; which in its- worst 
aspect, he absolutely dislikes, and in its most ■ favourable ■ aspect, 
beds only induced to tolerate. All the defects of the system, 
inherent' and -incidental, ail-the faults, which jnstly ■ are to foe 
laid at-the. door of -either planter or ryot, by their •respective 
opponents, may be traced originally to one hare fact, the want of 
mhqutiie ' remuneration. It is -this,. that mainly renders the 
possession of landed influence indispensable to extensive cultiva­
tion, and it is owing to this that the planter has to urge the ry&t 
-to-plough and; t-o>sow, to weed and to cut, by means little short m 
actual compulsion ; it is this, that brings out into strong- relief 
the well-known defects ; of the national -character of the Bengali, 
that sharpens his cunning, aggravates his indolence,, tempts him 
to procrastination, and fosters his prononesfc to concealment; it 
is this, in short, that renders the whole relation, between the two 
parties' one 'prolonged and unhappy struggle in which - Anglo-Saxon 
energy, promptitude, atid pertinacity, are often almost bafiled by 
that subterfuge and..evasion, which are the proverbial resources 
of the weak.

-Of serious..' charges, those of kidnapping- men, carrying off 
cattle, and rooting up gardens, and other offences''; these practices 
being-said to be habitual whenever- ryots disobey orders issued 
from the1 factory; Here we regret to say, -the eases brought to our 
notice are so numerous and so well authenticated, as. to make us 
apprehend that the- practice .of imprisoning individuals In the 
factory.or its oufc-hcmsds is of common occurrence. ■■■'■■■

Several- witnesses, Mr. Morrell, Mr. S. Hill, Mr. Eden, Mr. A. 
"Forbes, arid a well-known' semindar, have mentioned facts or given 
eridewc; which prove fair dealing o-n the part'of ryots.and other 
fdasses-of natives in matters ■ profitable to them.” The Indigo 
Cmnmimion Report, IS80.

We humbly -request our readers to see the dates of the fob 
id wi ng -exfraetk

*• The last number of the Shone Prakaah Contains a petition 
from -a rVot- to tin': Litnueiwiff-Governor, which discloses a sad



state of tilings. We give it below :
. ' Your memorialitfi iu hope ami fear ventures,to pl«e* his 

tal.e of woe before jour Honor’s eommisseration, a tale, which m 
almost. shvih unacted in the parts from .which ou cumos, s-ndotu 
reaches your Honor’s ear. He makes this surmise on the ground, 
that had the facts of those oppressions boon rig.iitiy .piaced before 
umr Honor by any of the victims, attention could nut but have 
been d.rnwu to the saint;, and the healing balm poured on toe 
sore hearts of the oppressed tenantry with that grace md ?ww$>~ 
iitude*■-which b’as marked your Honors rule.

■ Your memorialist is an inhabitant of Mhiizali,,,*;
gannali__ r------ , Zillah Tirhut, lying within the wide domains of
1.,__The village is. held by the Brahmin?, hiss;elder brother

______ and others for the most part, whose ancestors received.®..
grant of jungle land from the piety of contemporary rulers,‘arid by 
industry changed the same, into a smiling- garden. CuMuaUy 
thwx lakh-rtij tenures have' been resumed, and, at the .present 
nioituuit,. they art; reduced to the status m tfchauts bay- •
*,»g a right of occupancy only. . During the management 
o f^ ^ ^ -b y  the Court of Wards, the lands of the village, 
were measured by a pole less by throe- ttiHjftdw than the 
usual standard, of 6| hands* and by .this trick of measure-'- 
m m k ; excess- lands having been discovert}, large increase 
of rent was demanded, which the cultivators being unable to pay 
the village was given sway in ticca to tJw'TiTrww fioAlgo concern 
of whose bead quarters are- situate- within four
miles ef the village of-------- —.The gentlemen of the indigo leaf
immediately selected the finest lands in your memorialist s joint- 
holding; and insisted .on-their planted with indigo, ihe.euith a- 
tors- are -forced.to plant arid rear indigo- against their will, the

I cultivation of which is very expensive and laborious* wl«p> ihek 
nominal remuaeration is fixed at 10 rupees per beeg-h«v which the 
tenants, under the system of, terrorism which pervades the hiud( 
darkening -with its shade uvea the- sanctuaries -of the .Court pf 
Justice., have no choice in accepting. Even of this , tea rupees for 

£ the hrst year even, what, with deductions lor zillah ichurvhu, dera

( .111 ) ^
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khnrcha, and the like. about live; or m-wu rupees .oily itvadh the 
cultivator, who thus in addition to making no profit by the culti-,

. vat-ion ot indigo in his finest- lands; has no time or 'heart- lob to 
till the inferior lands in his j>dssw»<s»ioii for paddy or other food 
grains. Your Honor's Go mi mom is fu lly aware of the .result, 
the chronic famines, which sweep over the Sami with touch deadly 
effect, hut, may bo ignorant of the true canstc; or it the -eanso has 
been noticed by the able officers, who wore depnihdl on special 
dotv t,o einpiire iido the same, perhaps ineenvincod of tlve tfut'h 
of the same ft is the systematic rack-renting, which is carved 
o.i(, with the aid and support, and in the interests, of the.: indigo 
factories that, crushes the people, that- keeps them always near 
the starvation point, so that the slightest scarcity kills them 
off wholesale.

The people, whose, domesticity and deep-rooted repugnance 
lor immigration are matters of history • cling to the land of their 
fathers with a death grip. asUttrkir exorbitant -rents, under lashing 
oppression they hold on. living from hand to mouthy chfonic pjsu- 
pevs bo whom the first sighs of scarcity prove fatal. But so griev­
ously have- they been trodden down, that they have mustered 
courage to do v iolence to their strong instincts, and as your- 
Ho-norV Govern moot is, doubtless, by-this tithe-1 aw ate/that thou-' 
saoda-of persona have left- 'British -territory: and become.Nepalese' 
subjects, is- this then to be proclaimed'• aur the- index' to the va»»tt 
od security and -prosperity of the people under British-rule'? 14 
is hit an immigration of the eri.rmnfel ■ clash's! fleeing from ’ the 
operations of the Courts of Criminal Justices, buf-'a whGa&do 
din-fnigratiou of a' tenantry • who find it in possible 'to dive umfn- 
dm uosshres of toe laotoiy olid the landlord. Indeed the ihso- 
iebee of these: tyrants• often, bids tkeati depart 'teeGoorkha letfifcoty 
befofe' the cup of their misery is-Ml to.the brim ' - ^

: -Hktfim consulted his- own-personal- -'--'safety,yomv memmihfetv 
would'hhv« borne bis Me with 'the'' - frd ^ U h tjb 'ir , 'tvdneh 
thousands hate:done and arc doing, -Indeed he does riot -tow
h.-w far lie hrts ccnupromised the kind-heart,eel gentlemen, who 
took pity on-his misfortunes.- But before taking the final, step oh

P r ;  -. i ' f ' :



focsaktog with a heavy heart the holy land .of MithiU, and immi­
grating into Nepalese territory, your memorialist thought it his 
bouaden duty to call the .attention of the highest authorities of 
t|xe country to his case, which is typical of thousands, which are of 
daily occurrence, &c, &o‘ ” The Hindoo Patriot, April 1876..

“ Tho planter 'is often practically the sole .representative of 
our English rule in the far-away mofussil; and that, according to 
hh behavior, is the English character judged, and hatred or affec­
tion for the English engendered, Magistrates and Police Officers 
age scattered about the country, it is true; but it is at wide 
iotei vals, and they are more or less impalpable abstractions to 
the great bulk of the peasantry, whereas the planter lives amongst 
them, is a fact not to.be gainsaid or withstood; and upon his will 
and pleasure it depends to a great extent, whether they live 
happily or miserably. As the writer in the Pioneer puts it—1 Mapy 
different classes of the community are interested in indigo. The 
ryot is affected deeply. His land or holding is the spot, whpjre 
ipdigo is sown. His prosperity or adversity varies in direct ratio 
with the consideration or want of consideration, shown towards 
him by the planter. His dealings with the planter are not cir­
cumscribed by the boundaries .of the -field'in which indigo crop is 
raised. His own labour and that of his family, the employment 
of‘ his cattle and his ploughs, the disposition of his leisure hours 
-*-in fact, the entire current of his 'existence is governed by the 
treatment, which he receives from his indigo-employer,’ The 
planter is very generally, and in the nature of things, that is io. 
say, a despot in his own neighbourhood, and his action, whether 
bepeficient or the reverse, must materially influence surrounding 
native opinion as to the English character. We are sorry .to have 
to..say that the behavior of Eng'ish planters in the lpofussil has 
sprnetira.es...beep.yory.un-Eoglish, .and is too often still very, far 
fewn what it ought .to be. Highhandedness, and tyranny of the 
eort disposed in the- I’enough cases prevail still' in out-of-the- 
way country, places, more . freq.ue.ntly than the general puplio 
supposes; and it is high time .the scandal was stamped out.

It has long been known that, in the indigo districts of BeJu** 
" 4 b 9
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the relations between planters and ryots Were of a most unsatis­
factory character. Every now and then for the last ten years 
tkero have been revolts against the system of indigo-cultivaiion’ 
that obtaens and more or less widespread demonstrations of an 
agrarian rising. They have been promptly 'sitppressM after the 
manner in which all popular disturbances are suppressed 
under the Indium Government's peace-ai-gtiy-pricC administra­
tion of lawg hut none the less do they show that there must be 
something very radically wrong about the system of irkligo- 
cultivation, which gives rise to them,.., The writer in the 
Pioneer s a y s ‘ There is no class of men, who are more keen to 
earn and save than the Bengal rvot.s, and we refuse to believe 
that were the cultivation of indigo made profitable'to them, there 
would be any difficulty in inducing them to undertake. The cor­
rectness of our position is borne out by the fact, that in many 
concerns the rvoi, is forced to grow indigo, and is consequently 
unhappy; whilst in others where lie is repaid at a lo ir and equita­
ble rate,be grows indigo willingly, and force and compulsion are 
unknown’ ” The Indian. Daily News, March 9, '1377.

'The Friend of India and Statesman; March 22, 1878, in 
commenting upon Mr. (now Sir) Ashley Eden’s Bengal Adminis­
tration Report for the Year 1877, says :—

“ In the chapter bn the ‘ Course of Legislation’, we can loam 
that ‘ The Bill to provide tor enquiry into disputes; regarding refit 
and to -prevent agrarian disturbances became Act IV. on the 10th 
July 1877’ and upon that topic we can learn no 'more....'Wo look, 
next, for some discussion on the question of landlord and tenant./ 
a topic on which' previous reports dwelt at length, and with great/ 
force. As during the past year there was an uuusuai amdunt of” 
legislation of one sort or .'mother relating to this matter and as 
the greatest public interest was taken in certain disputes between 
the landlords tmd indigo-planters on. the one side, and the ’ iwols 
on the Other, in the important province of Behai*, we ‘'expected To 
see this subject at least exhaustively treated. It, is well kiiown 
that.the reports of loc. 1 officers on the point were filll and able, 
arm there could have been no want of materials. But the topic
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Js conspicuous only by its absence. from the body of the report.*
It is, indeed, thought worthy of two paragraphs in the introduc,
Lion, which are commenced by the guarded, colourless statement 
that ‘ in some parts of Northern* Behar the relations between 
landlords and- tenants are described as being by no means 
cordial.’ From what follows, we can gather that Mr. (now Sir) 
Ashley.Eden is dissatisfied with the existing system, and we are 
even told that ‘ there can be no doubt whatever that the combined 
influence of seniipdqrs and ticcadars has ground the ryots of 
some parts of Behar do wn to a style of extreme depression arid 
misery.' ”

« There are in Behar many intelligent and wealthy.landholders 
and it'is for them to consider; whether it is not to their advantage 
to meet this movement hall-way, and endeavour to establish 
permanent occupancy rights and security .of tenure on their
estates, and to check at once the system ol treating the cultiva­
tors of the soil as mere squatters, liable to eviction and to b© 
rack-rented at the whim of the proprietor or Amlali—a system 
which now exists in too many estates,.... The system of irregular 
distraint has been carried, to great extremes in some parts .of 
Behar....With regard to the question. of indigo-cultivation in 
Behar, the Lieuteuant-Gyvernor had occasion, soon alter assuming 
charge of the administration, to.declare, in considering a proposal 
which was made last year for. a Commission of Enquiry into the 
system of indigo-planting, that before taking any sU-ps to regulate 
it by law, he would wait the. result .of the measures pt reform, 
which the planters on Ins invitation th mn selves resolved to mitiake 
The Administration Report of Bengal, lb76-77: p. H.

\\> have read many other articles.and .Government Resolu­
tions/which leave no doubt in our numls, that the oppression© 
p.-acti •' upon the ryots by the indigo-planters and zemindars of 
Behar are almost, similar to those proved and recorded in the 
Indigo Commission Report, 13(30. (see the Hindoo .Patriot, IS* *, 
p. p. 120, 280, 342, and 533.)
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The Money-lev, ders.

It is a notorious fact, that almost all the ryots are entirely in 
the hands of the mon ey-lenders. We shall try. to' prove, that 
this must have been the result of the exorbitant rat* of land-rent 
exacted bv the zemindars from them. Suppose that a ryot caiti- 
vUes twenty baeghas ,f land, and pays seventy rupees per annurh 
at the average rate of three.rupee's and eight annas as rent per 
beegha. Those, who think this average rate as ah exaggerated 
one?should refer to the rates of rent. It must be acknowledged’ 
that it is a very 'exorbitant one, and falls very heardiy upon 
him. Let us again suppose that the moderate rent of those twenty 
Heeghae is 10 rupees at the rate of eight annas per beegha* 
bur readers may think this rate a very low one, but that ia not 
the case. In Burmaih, Bombay, Punjab, and several other places, , 
where the fends are held by the cultivators direct from the;Govern- 

" rheh't, the Average rate of rent is a little more or less than that, 
and is even thought excessive by thoughtful nieft. Now the differ­
ence of sixty rupees between seventy and ten rupees falls, very 
heavily upon the ryot, as we have already Saul before. it is 
impossible for him to meet this exorbitant demand out of the 
small profits from the cultivation of his land. So he is forced to 
go to the money-lender at least for fifty rupees in order to pay
his rent. And such is the case with almost all the cmuvatois
throughout the country. It would easily follow from this, that 
£h© demand for money is very great. So it is very difficult for a
ryot to borrow it without paying an exorbitant rate of interest; 
for It is vain to hope, that the money-lenders should not take 
advantage of this state of things. On the other hand,:if he is 
unable to pay his rent, he is shre to be oppressed and harassed in 
thousand ways by his zemindar or his underlings, or to be dragged 
to tHe Civil Court to pay ;the'arrears 6f rent with the cost of the 
suit. Thus he is put into great difficulty. However he always 
thinks it for many reasons better for his interests to he m the 
hands of his Mohajaun than in those of his zemindar. For this 
reason he is forced to submit to the rate of interest charged hy 
the former, however exorbitant it may be. Now suppose that be

( *116 )
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borrows fifty rupees .from him at fifty per cent, interest per annum.
After a year he must have to pay fifty rupees and twenty-five 
more as interest or seventy-five in all: if not seventy-five at least 
seventy rupees, his Mohajaun remitting1 five rupees oat of compas­
sion, Thus seventy rupees of rent really amount to ninety. In 
this way the'exorbitant rate of land-vent exacted by the zemin­
dars from the cultivators, has indirectly handed over the latter to 
the tender mercies of the money-lenders. The Mohajaun always 
has his eye on the crops of the ryot. As soon as the harvest is 
gathered, die falls upon him, and exacts the utmost, possible share 
leaving him a very small part for keeping his body and sou 1 toge­
ther, The part generally left him barely suffices to'-maintain him 
far a mouth or two. After that the poor fellow is again forced to 
borrow money or to take rice advances from • him. Thus be is 
year by year involved in debt, which it is very difficult for h;.on 
to liquidate. But bias '. There are a teiv Hb’najauns, who thug 
remit a part of the interest due to them. Many of them exact 
even a higher rate of interest and compound interest, and keep 
their accounts in such a misty way, that it is almost impossible- 
for a poor and ignorant ryot to know how ho stands with tun 
Mohajaun. Now we think we have proved, perhaps, to the>satis- 
faction of our readers, that the exorbitant rate of interest ami 
the notorious indebtedness of the cultivators are owing almost 
entirely to the exaction of the-high, rent (to sav nothing of the 
innumerable illegal cesses) by the zemindars. We need not make 
any further remarks ; we have only to place bef re our readers the 
following extracts, which will throw much light m pouthe subject.

“ Mr, A. Frazer Tytler, who had many oppwtnmties of koh-w- 
ing the particulars of the mohnjaum system gives the following 
account:—‘ The Mohajauns are frequently, a most oppressive class 
of men, and rain the ryots by the exorbitant interest they;charge 
by their cunning in keeping accounts, thus leaving them incom­
plete ignorance of the state of affairs, and by many other iniqui­
tous practices. These practices ought to be eheckeo, and a 
thorough iuvestigatiou of this system would develop© numberless 
scenes of knavery''and imposition, : would- save families ol many



thousands from distress, arid present, the occurrence of many 
crimes. The Mohajaun lives by the ryot receivin'-' almost cent, 
per .cent, from them, and as surety the ryot lives by the-Mohajaun. 
for you roust change his nan ire before he will live in any othqr 
wav.’ lu the answer from Bimlwan, it is stated that /the ryots 
are entirely or almost entirely into the hands of the Mohajamis, 
and are made the instruments as wall as victims of every descrip­
tion of villainy prsatfi^d by than.1 From the day that a ryot 
fails into the hands of a Molmjauii, he becomes a degraded being, 
The Calcutta Review, vol. VI, Art. The Zemindar and the Ryot 

“ lathe JJnyanadoytt, a native newspaper for the present 
month, there is an interesting letter translated into Jiuglish, from 
a native Christian residing iu a small village, upon a subject which 
we have before felt, ifc.oup duty -to notice :—the sad condition of 
the ryots. We have every reason to believe, that the writer by no 
means exaggerates facts, and would agaiu urge the necessity, of 
some relief being afidrdud to this unfortunate class. Our space 
wdl not. allow us to transfer the letter at length, but we select 
the passagasr,- which most ,fu!iy. illustrate the manner in which 
they are Danced by the hiarwarvies or village money-le nde>s. 
The editor of the paper from which we make the extract, observ es 
that he believes * usury laws do exist, but they are seldom or 
ever enforced.’ We are not aware of the existence of any such 
laws .prevailing in the jurisdiction of the inufussil ; and even if 
they did and were enforced,, the unfortunate t.yot would stiL bo 
the willing dupe of the parlies, for his necessities eompell him to 
seek the aid of his oppressors regularly as seed-time and harvest 
and the collections of revenue, come round. If Government 
could be induced to ado; t some measure, by which this dire .neces­
sity would be obviated, it would deserve, and doubtless receive the 
gratitude of their poor labouring subjects. It is perfectly with 
in the limits of practicability to establish local banks, and to en­
able their officers to make advances upon equitable terms upon 
.the security of the crops to the culthutcp. If a vigilant system 
were adopted to prevent the subordinate agents from the extor­
tion of dustoor or dalledee, their condition would gradually rm-

[, <418 ;
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prove—particularly as vernacular education males its way, The 
writer thus describes the mod1, in which advances are made at 
present l\V the Mnnvnrrios, end did extortion practised.

If any one in s< rai l s comer to him, he lends him a small 
sum of money at first in sums net exceeding ten rupees. At the 
ti ne of giving the money, he takes from the debtor three pice 
premium and two pice interest on each rupee for the first month . 
thus at the outset deducting five pice from each riqiee. Then in- 
gees to the C/mwadh, aud takes a note through the Kv.lkarni for 
the sum iu foil. If thenote uns Tor R* 5. the debtor has receiv­
ed 25 pice or six annas one pice f ’ s than that sum, and still the 
interest at the rate of two pice a month for each rupee is reckoned 
upon the full sum.’

The following fully exemplifies what an inestimable blessing 
would be the meion;i diffusion of knowledge to an extent at least 
adequate to enable the pom- Iioonbies to read a. receipt, or cast 
their own accounts. It is truly deplorable, that a large body of 
industrious people should, through'the ignorance in which they 
have hitherto been, kept, be so constantly oppressed by people, 
whose better education enables them to fleece their dupes with 
impunity.

£ The Marwarri"receives ammai payments from the debtor 
but as lie never gives receipts I’d* the "ratine, he has air opportunity 
of making false entries; fid- among'the Koonbies not more than 0»e 
in 500 can read or Cfist accounts.' When the note becomes due, 
the Marwarri makes out the account as he chooses, then putting 
khe interest and principal together, he makes a new note. Thtrft 
if the debtor does not pay up the five rupees within ten or twelve 
years it increases to fifteen or twenty- • rupees, for this amount 
also, another note is taken,which is yearly renewed adding inter­
est. to the principal at fclife -above rate, and thus he goes on, until 
the 5 rupees become hundreds. Then he takes a mortgage upon 
whatever houses or property the debtor may have. The Mat wor­
ries do not prosecute their debtors so long as they pay their inter­
est regularly, and yearly renew their notes. But if the debtor 
fails doing this, a suit in the Court is instituted against him, and
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hi* possessions are sold. Whatever payments also he may have 
marffa are denied, njid he is entirely mined. Such is the practice 

• of the Marwanios iu all the small villages and iar; ■■•i&cm also, 
and thousands of Koonbies are caught i n their snare. Vv n<?n the 
Government taxes, are demanded, the. ryots hire money of the 
MarwaiTies to pay rh m. Should the debtor sed uni grain to pay 
his taxes, the nlarwarri alpno u the, purchaser. At the time of 
making i he comm act, he fixes the prieeat 1& or 20 pyila per rupee. 
Although'the rate is so low, if tile ryot sells his grain, the, Mar- 
wam taking advantage of his circumstances, asks or 3 pyl'i# 
above the ra.te determined upon.

When.the ryot, has expended the grain, which he had, laid up 
for family use, he gets grain from the Manvnrri to be paid .in kind, 
but in larger quantities. At that time the price is increased to two 
or three rupees per maund, which must be paid in money, in case 
the ryot fails to pay the grain.

There is nothing iu this statement, that differs materially 
from what we have already repeatedly said as to the oppressed 
condition of Koonbies, but it has the advantage of being native 
testimony, and more detailed. It comes from one, who is inti­
mately connected with the sufferers, or it may be, one of • them- 
selves. The subject is eminently worthy of the consideration of 
the authorities Let the oppressions be removed, and the social 
condition of the peasantry improved, and the. present gloomy 
apathy that pervades the humbler classes would be gradually 
dispelled. An impetus would be given to industry. Improve the 
condition of the cultivators, and they would learn to estimate 
their true position. The fancied inherent superiority of others 
would -be understood to be idle vanity. Superstitions would 
crumble under tire progress of improvement, and a mighty change 
might thus be worked in native society;—a change not only to bo 
desired for the governed, but one that would reflect the highest 
honor upon the governing/’ The Pootya Ckronicle quoted in the 
Friend of J-mlia, Q$toher: Hi, ISfS.

Biroimm. “ The system of rice advances is worked thus;— 
Those who borrow before the end of Bhadra (August--September)

*
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have to pay fifty per cent, interest in kind in Falgwn (February- 
March), or if they can not pay then, additional interest in kind 
run* on at the rate of fifty per cent, per annum..'” Dr. Hunter’s 
Statistical Account of Bengal, vol. I V., p. 860.

Bankura, “ The Mohajaun, besides carrying on a trade in 
rice, makes loans of seed, grain, and money, to the cultivators.
In the ease of grain advances, the usual rate of interest charged 
is one-half the quantity borrowed, On money loans, where security 
is given, the rate varies from twenty to twenty-four per cent., and 
without security from sixty to a hundred percent Ibid., p. 244.

Dacca. “ The rates of interest charged for loans vary greatly, 
but the following may only be taken as a carefully ascertained 
average. In small transactions, when the borrower pawns some 
article, such as, ornaments or household vessels, equal to the sum 
lent, the nominal rate of interest is one shilling and three pence 
in the pound per mensem, or 75 per cent, per annum. This is an 
enormous rate, but it is still current. The Collector states that he 
has not met with any case of higher interest than this, lower 
rates are sometimes obtained, but that mentioned above is the. 
most common rate of interest charged.” Ibid., vol. V., p. 115, 

Backergunge. ** In small loan transactions, where the 
borrower pawns some article equal in value to the amount of the 
money lent, the rate cf interest varies from 37\ .to 75 per cent, 
per annum . ..If a husbandman is compelled to borrow money m 
order to cultivate his laud, the usual arrangement is for the 
borrower to repay the loan at harvest time by the delivery of paddy 
to the value of half as much again as the amount of the loan, the 
calculation being made according to the rate at winch grain was 
selling at the time of borrowing!”  Ibid., p. 216.

" The entire agricultural population of India with a few excep­
tions are in a state of chronic indebtedness. The lowest interest 
which the village money-lender charges on small loans is 75 per 
cent, per annum. We know many cases, in which double th is rate 
is charged. The evil has now attained t.b such proportions that 
it can no longer be left to itself, without serious political danger,”
The. Indian Mirror, September IS, 1875.

41
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The Ryot’s Loss of Time.
We have proved, perhaps, to the satisfaction of our readers, 

that the zemindars and the ryots have been involved since the 
Permanent Settlement in ruinous litigation, and that the rents 
been screwed up to the highest pitch. The consequences of all 
these Must have been a great bar to agricultural improvement.
.At present we shall draw the attention ol. our readers exclusively 
to the ryot's loss of time. Suppose teat a ryot is drugged by his 
zemindar to a Civil Court either for recovering the arrears of rent, 
or for enhancing his rent. The delay of decision by a Court of 
Justice is notorious. Weeks, months, and sometimes years, pass 
away before a case is decided. The distance ol the Cowrt from 
the house of the ryot generally varies from fifteen to sixty miles.
It is impossible for him to get a case decided without attending it 
and consulting his pleader at least eight or tea tiroes. This 
must cost him no less than twenty-five days. Those who know 
anything of agr iculture may easily perceive, that these twenty-five 
days could not be spent without doing much injury to bis crops. 
However it must be admitted that a few ryots, say one out of 
eighty or ninety, are dragged to Courts of Justice in a year, either 
for recovering the arrears ol rent, or for anything else, the over­
whelming power of the zemindar rendering them unnecessary. It 
very commonly happens, that almost all the ryots are forced to go 
to their Mohajauns for borrowing money, in order to meet the 
demands of the zemindars. Although these Mohajauns charge a 
very high rated interest on loans, yet they do not scruple in the 
least degree to subject the ryots to a very harassing process before 
t hey would lend them money. One, two, three, and sometimes 
four months, pass away before they could be induced to look upon 
them with favourable eye. A ryot, though he is very well known 
to his Mohajaun, at first dares not go to him without being accom­
panied by a headman or some other respectable person. He could 
not take him there once without coming to him four or five times. 
Thus accompanied (but not each time) by him, he Const see. him 
at intervals of a few days for two or three months, before he could 
induce him to lend him money, the headman being the nominal

( 322  )
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security of the transaction, for which, we believe, he gets some- 
thing as dno to his honor. Those who have any knowledge of 
the inns ami outs of the money-lending business, cannot but re­
gret the vexations, to which a ryot is always subjected while he 
is in his Mohajatm’s house. Each time lie goes there, he must 
have to wait for several hours together before lie could get Tiny 
answer. The poor fellow is often ordered to put fire on tobacco and 
to do something else as occasion gives rise to them. He not 
m,often also does works; which no one would do without 
remuneration. We may call it forced labour. Such are the 
vexations to which a ryot is forced to subject himself before he 
could induce bis Mohajaun to lend him money. Oucurbitaceono 
fruits are sometimes not safe from the hands of the Mohajaunr 

On the other hand, those who cannot borrow money, and 
consequently are unable to pay the rent, are subjected to a far 
more harassing process. A defaulting ryot going to, with hh 
plough on his shoulder, or actually engaged in, his field-work, is 
caught by the peons of the Gorriastah, and dragged to the Ont- 
cherryi The village lordling at once falls upon him, uses abusive 
language, that caste, creed, or colour, suggests, and peremptorily 
orders him to pay his rent first, and then to go away. If he dares 
give anv answer unpleasant to the man of dignity, he is sure to 
get a sound beating. Several hours pass away, till at last the 
poor fellow is forced to promise payment, or to put a cross mark 
on an aiJmrvama (agreement) requiring" him to pay up the 
arrears within a few days, and on falure thereof, to get a sound 
beating. In this way defaulting ryots axe very often dragged to 
the Cuteherries of the zemindars and their underlings, and de­
tained there for many hours together without food and drink. We 
know many ryots, who were actually dragged to their NaibV 
Cutcfeerry and detained there from morning to two or three p. ni. 
without food and drink. When one M-----------was about on his

* way .home, he was told to take a handful of m/uri (parched 
rice). However he did not accept his hospitality, and went home.
We will give minute details of these facts in proper place. Only 
one and half miles from where we are writing, a zemindar gav®
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a sound beating to a poor ryot, who became bait-dead.- A crimi­
nal suit was instituted. But the zemindar bribed the Police, and 
induced his victim and those who backed, him. to give false evi­
dence ; and he was acquitted.

It is impossible to convey to our readers a. faint idea of the 
troubles, anxieties, and the miseries of those ryots, who are thus 
forced to promise payment or to sign agreements of which we 
have said before. We can positively say, that they cannot take 
their food to their full satisfaction at day and sleep soundly at 
night. Their whole attention is drawn to the payment of the ze­
mindar’s rents. They pawn their wives and daughters’ ornaments, 
if there be any, for they have already been locked up long 
before in the Mobajaun’a chest. ‘ They are obliged to sell their 
fruitful trees at half or three-fourth of their price, to borrow 
money at an interest of from 37 § to 75 per cent, per annum, and 
to, hypothecate their crops to the Mohajaims, Sdch is.the way 
in which too many ryots pay up the arrears of their rents. Our 
readers may easily perceive, that all these cannot but cost, them 
several days and weeks, during which it is impossible for them 
to cultivate their lands with full energy and success.

Again let us suppose, that a ryot has in his pocket, say ten 
rupees, for defraying the expenses of cultivation of his land 
Meanwhile the Gomastah comes to the village, and begins to op­
press him for rent. The poor fellow is at a loss what to do. If 
he meets the demands of his master, he is sure to cripple his 
means, dispense with the services of hired labourers, depend 
solely upon his own manual labour, cultivate his land badly and at 
a late hour, and thereby ruin his prospect of a good harvest for the 
year. And if he delays the payment of his rent, he is sure to 
get a sound beating, or to be dragged to the Civil Court to pay 
the arrears with the cost of the suit. Thus he is put into great 
difficulty. However for many reasons he prefers satisfying the 
demands of the Gomastah to the detriment of his future pros­
pect. For present want knows no futurity. Thij is no exag­
geration, We have most carefully observed the effects of the 
exorbitant rent exacted by the zemindars from the ryots. We
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personally know many ryots, who, in order to moot the. expenses 
of cultivating the land and reaping the harvest* are forced to 
wander here and there, and even to go ip..-'Calcutta, and-;ether 
places, in the hope of borrowing money from their Mohajanns.
We can positively say, that at least twenty per cent, of tlw? 
ryots, owing to their limited means, cultivate their lands at a 
time, which little favours a, good harvest. A few ryots are obliged 
to employ their wives and widowed sisters iri their field-work.
Thus the exorbitant land-rent, exacted by the zemindars from 
the ryots has a very evil effect on agriculture.

Another obstacle to the agricultural improvement in this 
country, is the frequent disputes'and affrays between the zemin­
dars. These dispute:* and- affrays so much unsettle the minds of 
the ryots, who cultivate the lands which occasion them, that they 
not unoften .relinquish them from fear of seeing their crop* 
destroyed, cut, or plundered by the lattiols of rival zemindars.
We are afraid, vve may be discredited when we .state, that there 
are many zemindars, who in order to ruin their opponents, whe­
ther zemindars or ryots, cut their embankments,- inundate their 
fields, and thereby destroy their crops We can positively 
say that there are* many rice fields in Bengal, which, owing to 
the disputes between the zemindars, or to their burying the con­
ditions of the Permanent Settlement in oblivion, are now lying 
waste or yielding very little produce. We might give a few 
instances, but a truce to them.

Another most important point connected with this subject 
should not be lost sight of. When a zemindar quarrels with his 
ryots by trying to enhance their rents, the latter often combine 
to resist the former. Many of them sometimes visit their zemin­
dar’s house almost always situated at a great distance, frequently 
go to their N alb's Cutcheny, and thereby lose much of their 
valuable time to the detriment of agriculture. It sometimes 

, also happens, that the zemindar in order to punish them for 
disobeying his orders, collects scores and .hundreds of Initials, and 
orders them to destroy or plunder their crops. The ryots also 
not uaOften relinquish their lands for a time in order to throw

I



; I, i .  . hi.\- i , ••• . »
( 826 )

their mas ers into difficulties. Some of them, in order to keep 
their body and soul together, are wasting their energies by serv­
ing the zemindavs and others in the menial capacity of kkansa- 
uu.la,-syces, Sac., which might be far better employed in the im­
proved cultivation of land. In abort, the eemindari system does 
not allow the cultivators to cultivate their lands in peace and 
with success.

Capital at the Disposal of the Ryots Kswntial to- Improved
Agriculture.

Having placed before our readers a few obstacles, that -stand 
in the way of agricultural improvements, we now proceed to 
place before them one more, which we may call the greatest of 
them all—we mean the want of capital at the disposal of the 
cultivators. At present it is impossible for a ryot to accumulate 
capital out of the-small profits from the cultivation of his land, 
after paying the exorbitant rent and supporting himself, his wife, 
and three children. Nav, far from accumulating capital, he very 
offers involves himself in debt in order to keep his body1 and 
soul together. Every one must admit, that cultivation of laud 
cannot be carried ou with success without capital. It requires 
stout and wolfed cattle, good implements, manure, and labourers, 
none of which could be got without money. Suppose a ryot 
«.n-H.i>vatoa twenty beeghas of land, which he cannot plough deep 
with his lean and ill-fed cattle and bad implements. Without 
deep plough it is vain to expect ■; good harvest. Thus at the 
very, outset there are-obstacles in. the way of improved agricul­
ture. Every body knows, that weeds grow luxuriantly with 
crops, and much injure them if not weeded out m proper time. 
Weeding' requires labourers, and labourers capital. But this 
capital the ryot has not. It is impossible for him with the little 
assistance of his .eldest sort to do all, that is essential to make 
tire land produce good crops. We do not say, that labourers are 
not employed at ail, but that only one is.employed where five 
oar six are required. The next thing essential to it is manure, 
Stab he is too poor to pay for it. Our readers may easily perceive,
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that the cultivation of laud carried on in this way cannot yield 
abundant, harvest, and is consequently detrimental to national

I prosperity. Thus it will bo easily seen, that the want of capital 
stands foremost in tin: way of agricultural improvements in this, 
country. We think it would appear from the above lines, that 
the very miserable condition of the ryot renders him Unfit for 
making any improvement of his holdings. If we add to that 
the insecurity of property and his position as a mere tenant-at- 
will of his zemindar, we shall not be at all surprised at. the miser­
able state of agriculture in this country. By insecurity of 
property, we do not mean so much the cutting and illegal attach­
ment of crops, plundering houses, and other atrocities of a like 
nature, which are, by no means, uncommon, as the frequent en­
hancement of rent. We think that it is the same thing to a 
poor ryot whether he is plundered of his property to the 
value of ten rupees by forcibly breaking his doors, or the 
rent of his holdings is increased by ten. rupees. However there 
is still very great difference between them. The former is looked 
upon by both the public and the Government as a gross outrage 
and punishable by law and only for the time being, while the. 
latter is sanctioned by law and payable each year. Thus when 
we closely look upon the increase of rent, we cannot view it in 
any other light than that of annual and legal plundering. Alas

I what a vast number of ryots are thus plundered each year 1 (see 
The Act X. of 1859 and ike Enhancement of Rent). What 
inducements, we ask, the ryots of Bengal, we may say, of India, 
have for laying out their capital {if there be any), and for making 
improvements of their holdings. The only inducement they 
have in this world, is to clear the way of filling the coffers of 
their landlords, or rather to cover the expenses of vice aad luxury 
of a. few idle and worthless drones of society. If they make a 
bold stand lor resisting their increased demands, they are sure to, 
be ejected from their lands only to die of starvation, and their 
place filled up by new -comers, who consent to pay them increased 
rents. Thus we- see that the cultivators of India have neither 
the means nor the inducements to make improvements of their

I - ; ; ; V'-



hoidittig’S, aiid thereby to improve their condition, The following' 
extracts will'throw much light upon the subject

“ What capital does for production, is to afford the shelter, 
protection, tools, and materials, which the work requires, and to 
feed and otherwise maintain the labourers during the process. 
These are the services, which present labour requires tram past, 
and from the produce of past, labour. Whatever things are des­
tined, for this use—destined'1 to supply productive labour with 
these various pre-requisites—are capital,” Mill’s Political 
Economy, vol. I., p. 67.

The increase and diminution of capital is the grand point, 
on which national prosperity hinges—that is, if you increase- 
capital, von instantly increase the means of supporting and eniloy-- 
ing additional labourers—and that if you diminish capita!, you 
instantly take away a portion of the comforts and enjoyments, 
and perhaps also of the necessaries of the productive classes, and 
spread poverty and misery throughout the land ; and it has been 
shewn, that the increase or diminution of the rate of profit is the 
great cause of the increase or diminution of capital. M Culloch a 
Principles of Political Economy, p. 143.

“ The capacity of a country to support and employ labour- 
era, is, iu no degree, dependent on ail van tageousness of situation, 
richness of soil,'or extent of territory. These, undoubtedly, are 
circumstances of very great importance, and must "have a 'powerful 
influence in determining the rate at which a people advances iu 
the career of wealth and civilization. But it, is obviously not on 
those circumstances, but on the actual amount of accumulated 
produce of previous labour of capital devoted to the payment of 
wages, in the possession of a country at any given period, that 
its power of supporting and employing labourers must wholly 
depend. A fertile soil affords’the means of rapidly increasing 
capital ; hut that is all Before this soil can be cultivated, - ’capi­
tal must be provided for the support of those engaged in manu­
factures, or in any other department of industry.

ii is a necessary consequence of this principle,' that -the 
amount of subsistence falling to each labourer, or the rate of

’  '  '  ■ '
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wages, must depend.'on the proportion, which the whole. f- 'vital :• >  
bears to the whole amount ot the labouring population. , U the 
amount of capital were increased without a corresponding h rereuse ■ "
t.ilung place in the population, a larger share of such capital 
would, fall to each individual, or the rate of wages would he aug- 
mented. And if, on the other hand, population were iupreawd 
faster than capital, a less share would be apportioned !;o each indi­
vidual or tho rate of wages would be reduced. The .veil-feeing 
and comfort of the labouring classes arc, therefore, csprcui ily tie- 
pendent on the relation, which their increase boars it> tho 
increase of the capital, that is, to feed and employ ' horn.
If they increase | faster than capital, then wages .will be 
reduced; and if they increase slower, they ■will bo m;g- 
men ted. In fact, there are no means whatever by which 
the command of the labouring classes over the necessaries 
juni conveniences of life can be enlarged other than by acec-tei at- 
ing the increase of capital as compared with population, 0: by 
retarding the increase 'of population, as compared with capital, 
and any scheme for ’improving the condition of the labourer 
which is not bottomed'bn this principle, or which has not an urn 
crease of the ratio of capital to population for its object, must bo 
completely nugatory and ineffectual.” Ibid., p. p- 327-20. 

i ‘ No equal quantity of productive labour or capita! employed
in manufactures,” says Dr. Smith in bis Wealth <>J A a hews, vol 
II p. 53. “ can ever occasion so great a re-production, as it. i.t cm 
employed in agriculture. In manufactures nature does -nothin 

I ,aaQ does all; and the production must always be proportion. \
to the strength of the agents that occasion it. Tho capital cm-
ployed in agriculture, therefore, not only puts mto motto, a 
greater quantity of productive labour ihan any equal cap-tal 
employed in manufactures,' but in proportion, too, to tire qmuituy 
of productive labour which it employs, it adds a mu- greater
value to the annual produce of thedand and labour ot thi coun­
try, to the real wealth andreevonug of its inhabitants. Of ad tho 
vays in which capital can he employed, it is. by for the mp;.t ad*



vanfagoom o the po. ioiy.!' Quoted in Ibid,, p, 1 4X
.̂.It is L> agriculture only, fcha-t h, by ille united application-rtf 

uttmed'Wd labour anti- of capital fco-fhe euUrvfUi..m of the ground, 
that 1 e supplies of those'kpceieg of • r&vyprodues, wlfich fbri.i the 
prmwpal P*rb cf ibig food ol' s.-m, < :-:u be obtained” b.Id, p. IM. 

iV ... a-counay i.ke this, tue flint stop towards inpvoveumnt
pr.rd i/- o'iad-. by the landed pi.rpnofcora; and the primary inquiry 
must, timvefore, be to ascorian* what ar the. prospects . and hi* 
fucemecfs r, hi our to troso connected with the land, to embark 

p» ; . . yrcy capital upon it. The simple and natural imluemaeiits here, 
i'-i Is- cvery other part of the wor! !, nur.it, . course, b ■. first, seem 

:-p di.y of 'progeny; avnudly, a t ertnioby of reaping:-the benefits of
Uy' i«a>' 1 rcuib! * cr e^pimse incurred.” r. J, Shore’s Indian.Affairs,

' vol. t., p, i82.
'■§bb: Hu hie says:—a<{ The greatest tms fortune of a country b an

indigent -tenantry. W bat ever be the native-advantages of the 
soil, or li the skill and industry of the occupier, want of a 
suhipifeiit- capital confines every plan as well as cripples and 
weakens every operafion:of husbandry. The evil is'felt where 
agriculture is accounted it servile or mean employment; where 
Janos -r: mdfsmelv sub-divided, and badly furnished with habitn- 

<_ tiena; whore leases are unknown or of short and precarious dura­
tion, With respect to the encouragement of husbandry, in this 
as in every other employment, the true reward of industry is iu 

. the* price and sale of the produce, The exclusive right to the 
produce is flic only incitement, which nets constantly and univer- 
s vdy, the only-spring which keeps human labour in motion : ail, 
theimove, that the- laws can do, is to secure this right to the occu- 

' pier of 'he ground : that is, to constitute sue]* a system of tenure*, 
b':'--.-. the full and entire. advantage of every improvement goto 

the benefit of the improver: that every roan work for himst-tf,
'k and »of lot another *. auc.i that no r ue share in the profit, who 

does not assist in the production. By the occupier, I here' mean..
. . * ot so much the parson who performs the work, as him vho'pro-

( the labour and directs the management: .and I consider 
, „ 4 u w L uie j'M.iiit as received by the occupier whoa the occupier is
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beaefit d l»v the vholo value of tvliat is produce'], which is thy o|
c:iSo  with Um  i .w * ,  w h o p ays  a  f e e d  r?nt f o r  t i e  use o f l i i s
Hti !j ; ... :v .,; v.*t i ;!:u proprietor, who holds it ?s lus own/
Quote! in i ^  1 ' ?**. >■ dC5,

« ‘ Witfwut capital-khunr would ww>v J v:e divided.,
aii!i VSV) would 3v. ver have ememyd fora Imbarmn. It *»' . 
almost *ltt*ys nsceasju>: to MfcVfca .wolves with the results of 
previous industry-, or-iu other v/iA-b, w du cfpual, mm t > d rcnylu - 
e n  our feeble-Lawk b y  arming th e m , if .Vo m%j so s p a n k / w b h  

the force of ail the ebnruiv. It is an admitted mmmd, 
idiiiosL i' aelf-evMeut rnincipi . i-Uat ilia m>b.-<o of tho iibor, oi 
a. nation cannot be mcJro&i >i bherwi ;d than by a a mercrua i.i l m 
number of Us hUom-oiv, or by a?’ b.mwcum n. tbs skill or pivueo- 
tivc powers of dmso already existing. But, Without an incroase 
of capital, it b, in most coses, n-.-possiblo to employ an me. ease,, 
number of workmen If ibe food and cloths destined for am 
support of the Usurers, and tin tool, and mm-hm ^ c * With < 
which they are to operate, bead required x'Jl 1110 i mam
.■tentni.ee and efficient employment of those now m existence, rnme 

■ can; • be no additional demand for others, in such hvanuqaoo?:?, .y 
the rata of wages cannot, rise; cud. if ilte nt: nkr of inhabitants 
iucicase,.:thuy must he. worse provide.: for. Neither Is it }»mM& . y
to augment the productive powers of the Kboiuvr v dhmit. a 
previous increase of c vpiioi, for tinse p-.avers cm. never he is\ d.e- 
rially improved, except by the od..-;.u>» cud training of workmen,

v - b y  til. great -i vi>» Xs i d. a of .atfr employmouty, or by an im­
provement in the madrim ry they are employed to manage, And 

' y i n .  a ll  t h e s e . cases, a n  in cre a se  o f  c a p ita l - is a lu m ? 1. m v a iu tfn y  
required. It h only by a-. outlay of middfoual ospnal, that due 
worlcihan can be better iremed, or that ike undertaker ok any
work cm either .provide his workmen with bettor iinichiuciy. o r . :
niaicc a-more proper divtvibuiion of laoou.r ai.-oiu] tu.-iu, i. ,
EdhJmiyh Review, No. 1 XXIX,  p. 3.

' ' Before a man/ say nitU grmd t. .rb tlio same writers, can 
accumulate, he must live; aud if the stun, that remains to him 
almc bis necessary expenses are deducted, be but small mid toil-



;,i«: Mo- probability T that ho will father eboo. ti <• “ '-e ^  
tnf' iy iban to lm&rd u up in tlm emmetathm it  ̂ by the 

■y . v. edition of further savings, it may, at some future ami very dia- 
;;mt r>oriod, become the means of making a small addition to liib 
HH-muo The trutli h, that the pressure of want' is- seldom or 
revm productive of economy. In o state of indigence there m 
•neither’ the power nor the wish to save. Want is the parent of 

y;: • "idleness' and dissipation, and not of frugality, the lower we 
descend in the scale of society Urn less forethought, the less regard
to future and distant consequences, do we find to prevail. The
Ub rmror is less prudent than the little tradesman or shop-keeper, 
the beggar than the labourer.’ This description is so truly ar.pii- 
eybh' to the greatest portion of the inhabitants of India, as they 
■fH-e i,t Uh day, that a person, Who has any knowledge of them, 
might suppose, that the Reviewers had India in their contempla­
tion when they penned it.” The Principlea and 1 oU-cy of
}'.■ >! •-.,. India , p. p. 01 u»d 05.

Another writer (J. S. Mill.) assures us. that great improvements 
in the productive powers of labour •« arise.from the use of those 
hmtvum.e.ots, which form one of the portions of capital. Great 

; , .. improvements also arise from the division including the diatribu-
|b|N; lion of labour.’’
igj "  •' No one v U1 deny that- the land requires improvement and ;

Mud improvement requires capital; but the ryot who lives, horn 
hand io mouth, and who is over in debt to his Mohaputn, and in 
arrears t- his landlord, has no capital at ins command, and if we 
«\u;!d succeed in'keeping down the rent, and absolutely prevent 

. jjjO- iTip zemindars raising it. they would very -naturally ionise to 
f ' «v? ,d 'h-.ir income on the land, and we must give up all prospect
■ of its 'improvement.” 1['he }  mend of India ,farnuui y v*». (S/pi,

The Evil Effect of Heavy Assessment.
Tim following is one of the principles of the lift'd settlement 

, tjf th . yoyth. Western Provinces, by-which the Government desired.
. it-, . ffv mm T be guided —

m « (i 'i.s si- more fatal error to.over-asscss than to fmjer-aSsess.
■ ■ M iffy. , , - J  'i
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The f.m-etl new  wiU nol te l  dm Kilim,mnt by the »>■'«•
of direct revenue, winch it brings into the tm m y: Ihcv will :
;,„W  ol it 1.V U,o smmdne.sof the reboot argued fin le.„ur u
at tL  amount mummed. «  the juiuma i» lose .than it «»* 1
they will be satisfied, if the WWM for the l«l»et»ox,s are 
and sufficient; if it is the same as before o, more they will expoct 
that, the grounds be explained on which the increase has 
renounced or taken. Ho officer, who performs ha work l™P',.
|y Will have any difficulty in assigning reasons for what ho mis 
done, or in convincing the Government that it is nglit. If 
in doebt which of two jumnuu to fix, a high ora. m a o« " • 

should always incline to the latter 0\mr-a,s>- - *nn,n 1 ’ > ■ .
courages the people, and demoralizes them by ot-vm^ tern 
unworthy shifts and expedients, and it also prevents the » ■  
mnbtion of capital, and dries up the resources of the cu .«?• 
Viewing the question simply in a financial light, an assessment 
which presses hard upon the resources of the people is most i„ -

ia,ions. It checks the population, affects the Police, and to leti 
iu the excise, in the stamps and in the customs.  ̂ it■ «  •< cm 
that the prosperity of the people ami the best mtoerte of the
Governroent are inseparably bound up together, QuowUi iu a t
Calcutta Review, vol. XVII., p. 318.

Had land been subject, to a reasonable tax as a charge,able
. ’ the prosperity of the agricultural and hence of l he 

mereial classes would have added to the taxable resource* of the 
| Government; but- having seized the very vitals oi a societyf  tialiv. agricultural, and having availed ourselves of all the ed iting

appliances for extracting the best part of our public wants from 
them, we have not only impoverished the land, but «otam!y con- . 
fined the operations'of indirect taxation.” The Calcutta Review, 
vol, x ixV III., p.liCu 0 . .

“ It, has been most justly and truly observed by I> wmip 
that a heavy taxation has exactly the same effects as an mi-oaseu 
barrenness of the soil, end an increased inclemency of the heaven . 
j» pvas the excessive -weight of taxation, that wa> * canŝ  of .
he lowness of profits in Holland, and consequently of the decline of



)mv m-vutlactuiing and commercial prosperity. Not withstanding 
S )• rigid'and imwlable economy of her rulers, tuo vast exp' n?e 

. . which t/n dopuliiic irifeuited ih K:t rc/olatioje-rf Mrc.do with 
iS'.fun, aixl in her subsequent emrtcsfcj with Fr:-nc;? and England,

■ having ledlo i'u- cun tv -otion of an immense public debt, she was 
obliged in order to provide fund-; for th • j , * mom. of the interest 
bind obiov iî cessovy chavgos, to lay heavy faxes on too most iu- 
'Uepenoj’.blo necessaries. ■'Yruoug other:’ digit du'ma-wejd laid on 

’ foreign, corn when inmortod, on flour aud meal . hen gMumhat 
the mill, and on bread when it borne from the oven. Taxation 
affected all the resources of national wealth : and so oppressive 
did it ultimately b come, that it was a common saying at Amster­
dam, tUat-adi.su of fish brought' to :.nbl . wys paid once to the 
'fisherman, and six times to the State! J. It, M'CidljcPs Prin- 
v'plty of Political Economy., p. 3bG.

Ihovionsly to the French Kovolul'tou about seven-eighths 
• • of {banco were occupied bty metayers paying generally half, and. 

hardly «mn less than a third part of the produce to the landlord.
In Ec.daud it. is not supposed, that the rent of the land amounts 

' bV to re than from a fifth to a fourth part of the produce. What 
’thou must be. the effect of subjecting the occupiers of France,’ '

; where cent is naturally lower than in England, to so excessive a 
domain i -as a,. half ..or oven a third of the produce. Nor is .fids 
ayaium Iosj, mjuriQVta to the proprietor than to the • cultivator. •
Tit J» afford gets, indeed, a large proportion of tire produce

■ raised ponlus estate.; but owing to the degraded condition of 
ngn-mli ,.re and lire 'wretchedness of the occupies caused by the 
exorbitancy of the demand upon them, the produce is compara- 
b vc:y Lrifiing ; so that half bdcii belongs to idio landlord under 
this system is not nearly m large os the slm.ro falling to him

< ' •• • raid be, were .the rents moderate and fixed, and the tenants 
a u -nwl i:o r ip all the advantages of whatever skill and talent

■ , they j), ght exert/' Ibid., p. 177.
■=/• ; “ The' mania which so unfortunately prevailed under recent 

p; do/ms (rations for screwing up the land-tax at all hazards, while 
/dirteilt' tciling on our own tenantry in throwing them into the

. ' .......... . * M ... .. * . ....!.. jW .



money-lenders’ hands, selling them out of their ancestral lands' 
and render mg them uhid.de to withstand land no, has a most in • 
direct evil influence ou the Native Clued?" The Frie.ia •>/ 
India 1674, p. *'>18.

"No misapprehension can he greater than to suppose that 
the settlement of the public demand on tire land is only lightly, 
or sonde say, not at all connected with tire occurrence of famines.
It. lies i>r reality f  r nearer to the .root of tire matter, because or 
its intimate mad vital relation to the every-day life of the people 
and to their growth towards prosperity or towards degradation.;
It is, no doubt* quite true that, not the host settlement yv t 'in :• 
which the hum nr. intellect could devise would cover the skion."-. : 
with clouds,-or moisten the earth with ruin when the course o£ i 
nut ore had established a drought. Hut given tW drought arid ' 
its consequences, the capacity of the people to resist their dc&truc-* 
live influenees is in direct proportion, l would almost nay .geo­
metrical proportion to the perfection of the settlement system 
under which they are living and growing,” Colonel Baird 

4' Smith.
•Among the different .uiteceiknts, • variable and invariable/ 

which led to the famine, the chief antecedent, which could have, 
beeii varied, has never, I think, been sufficiently adverted to, an I 
that antecedent was the weight of the Government taxation.
That the food- 'reserve of one. year, the proceeds-or crops of one 
year-bring sold off to pay the taxes, insufficient was left for. the 
following years, in which rains might fall short. There seem to 
be a very great inherence between a condition of society in which 
the produce of the land is consumed upon the land, and a condi­
tion of society hi which a portion of the produce has to be deport­
ed to a place on the other side of the globe, and still more />, 
where the industry of the tax-payer is only agricultural, Assum­
ing that the land revenue remained fixed at say one-seventh Cl- : 
one-fifth of the gross produce of the year, and. that the yield of 
produce is seven times the seed, you must consider the necessity 
of parting w'th so large a. proportion of the crop in order to meet 
he land revenue and other demands as part of the very problem



,-.f famine. The burden of explaining how’ thove should be 
W ine at ail rests upon a foreign Government. whose subject 

;>, tax--payers die of starvation by the million, h  may bo asked, 
why was the suffering so intense in Lower Bengal during the 

,: f a n (1f 1874. No twtisfaotovy inquiry has boon instituted înto
the class of people, who suffered most m that calamity. ̂  1 hey 
wore either artisans or agricultural labourers. The cursed 
dori system, which prevails in Btihar, has crushed the spriugs ol 
in-1 ns try *. the rent of the ryot varies from one-halt to two-thirds 

• 0f  ih , gtoss prod nee of the laud, and under sni-h a rack-rent) ug 
. ' system,' no population can resist the pressure of such widespread
'■ ' .calamity as the famine.” Mr. Guides.

• We have received a letter giving the opinion of the people
W on -famine. The letter is a very long one, therefore we will give 

' the substance of it. The Government is trying head and Heart 
to Wort the present famine (of 1874), but what it is doing to 
preyenfit in the time to come? The drought is not the only 

I' , an ,e of the want of rice. There are several other causes of it.
Since the Permanent Settlement the zemindars have been- 

I  docUred permanent proprietors of the land. They have never
paid a single pice in ckccs* of the fixed assessment. But those 

> - who like beasts cultivate the land and produce the crops bemg
exposed to the heat of the sun and to the rams, have no right 
whatever in it. The zemindars enhance the rent yo^  by year, 
bur- the ryots have no power .to make any objection. \ y

b. ■ ejected, and the land is leased out to some other person 
f t  £ agrees to pay enhanced rent. For thb - s o n  tho ryots harm

no attachment to the land, because it »  not thmr own 
,6ns of drought, the zemindars never try to irrigate the land,

: . the rvots do not make any improvement either by noddy bibom or 
-■ Vy laying out capital, because it is not theirs; consequently the 

■ -  destroyed for want ot wafer. So long as the ryots do not
ooiisiiler it. their owe property, such catamites *»rt_ befaU the 
cu .nvry at intervals. Therefore we lmmbly request Lom No .t 

ok to confer proprietary rights of laud -.non tire people- So 
■ : ' loetf tut those rigUts «o  not conferred upon thorn, tbs .t *• •



will ‘destroy the crops. Therefore if the Government wishes to 
prevent the recurrence of famines in future, let it confer proprie­
tary rights upon the people. The request is not unjust. They 
have full rights to them.

The extensive cultivation of indigo in parts of Nabadippa. 
Bajshahi, Tipperah, Tirhut, and Behar, and that of poppy in 
Behar, have reduced the rice cultivation to a minimum. This is 
one of the principal causes of the high price of rice.

The mouths of many rivers are closed up; it is necessary to 
clear them, or to cut new kinds. Otherwise there is every probabi­
lity of recurrence of famines at intervals for want of water,”  The 
Shulava Shamachara, Jaiato IS, 1381 Hegira.

“  We had something to say the other day about famines and 
their prevention, and we deprecated the popular tendency to 
accept irrigation as an impregnable defence against famines, and 
suitable to all parts of the empire..,.In Bengal and Behar, parts 
of the country with which we are naturally most concerned, it 
would seem to us that if defences against famine are seriously 
desired, the first stop necessary to that end is a searching enquiry 
into the rights and the present condition of the peasantry, and 
a determination that they shall be freed from the exactions and 
oppressions of the landlords.- Laws, Rules, and Regulations, 
alone will not effect this. Act X of 1859 and the various modi­
fications that have followed it, while devised with the kindly inten- 

1 lion of securing to the ryot his fair dues, have succeeded iu all 
but a few exceptional cases, only iu making him more of a bond 

I slave than, he was before. In the hands of unscrupulous zemin­
dars indeed, the refinements of our Rent Law have become fresh 
and powerful engines of oppressions, and by dint of oppressions 
and exactions, have driven ryots in Eastern Bengal to such a 
pitch of desperation, that agrarian disturbances seem to have 
become chronic there, while from North Behar wc hear of thou­
sands i f ground-down tenantry flying from the cruel mercies of 
Court of Wards' management into Nepnuh.,. Fromibly, however, 
there are very few- people, who have any practical acquaintance1 
with the MbfUssil and any power of .w- mg, who do not know that
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K  ̂ (•*>
for years the squalid misery of the agricultural population,has
boon a gcandai to our administration,.....Sir Richard Temple's
great object since he has had rest from his famine exertions seems 
to have been to bind their chains more closely abbot the unfortu­
nates.”  The Indian Daily . News, Fd-ruary 7.

The Improved Anri -allure in Bengal TpipdssMe.
We extract the following lines from a speech delivered at one 

, pf the anti-si a very meetings held in (.rlassgo:-—
Dr. Burncs said:—ft >vas well known that with, regard to 

their agriculture, our general policy had been anything but bind, 
wise, or patriotic (cheers). Me believed that had Britain done 
her duty to that country, the colonies of India would have been 
nt this moment the most powerful auxiliaries for our manufactures
__they would have been adding largely to our commercial interests,
and to the advancement ot the solid interests ot the country. Ho 
believed that, wc would have had among them multitudes raised 
higher and higher in the scale' of eiv'dizaUon, exchanging the pro­
ductions of British India for the manufactures of Europe, and carry­
ing on a profitable trade under the mild sway of British legisla­
tion ; but instead of this, our stray,in India had been characterized 
bv two features equally revolting; one was the. perpetual tiraiu- 
fbo* away of immense sums from the Native Princes on the most 
frivolous pretences, and the second was the. total neglect, or rather 
discouragement of the agriculture of that, country. They had all 
heard of the zemindmi system in tndia, which was essentially the 
same in principle with that of middlemen in Ireland, with this 
difference, that m place ot only three stages in the arrangement, 
as in Ireland, there were in India not, fewer than five. The 
zemindar was at the top of the list, and the '.ryot at the lower 
extremity, ft idle between, .these were ' four,’ n il deriving a profit 
and a living from the same tract ot land (hear hear), bow whilo it 
was: possible, the zemindar might be living in comfort, the ryot, 
might be dragging a life of misery. ' Quoted in fbeJtenghl
SjK'clalor, J\roverrider 9, .

‘- The ryots of libs country have been repeatedly characterized



i* idle, lymuaid. and so very stupid, as not to umlcrstabcl tliuir 
own interests. Permit me to ."point out, that the unfavourable 
conditions which have been imposed open them could lead to no 
other result than the miserable state, in which we find agriculture 
and agriculturists of this1 country. The first inducement td good 

k  farming is, that the fanner should enjoy the full benefit of his 
I .own labour. You may well afford to talk of the security of pro- 
f perty of which the English Government is the instrument; But 
4 the ryot's position is! that of legalized insecurity. Should he 
imake any improvement in land, or raise by his industry an in- 
yerrased crop, his rente will be increased, and he will be compelled 

.-fto pay. abwaba. Be finds that he reaps no fruit by raising a large 
-{crop. This power of'the zemindar is the root of all evils.” gf 
. ICwrehpO'mlMU of the liskirian, Sepferr&er 1, tS7G.

“ One of the greatest obstacles to the improved agriculture 
f l  is the duty" of Government on several very important matuiresV r ‘ The Indian Government/ says the Indimo Ayriculf/ttriM ‘very 

truly ‘ by placing three most valuable and powerful mineral ma­
nures (namely common salt, nitrate of potash, and nitrate'of.sbda) 

pfso largely extant in this great empire, under the lock and key of 
the excise, has virtually rendered improvements in agriculture 

gjt and t he production of the large crops of grain of the best quali ty., 
Ti pi ethically an impossibility/ Wo pointed out last time fuvW the 

salt duty .of three rupees and three annas per mauncl jWfls heavily 
upon the pbOrer elapses. Its economical effects on agriculture are 

v not less disastrous.
Another great obstacle to improved agriculture is our Rent 

r Law, which can never encourage ;uiy agriculturist to invest, any- 
money, or to take any trouble for the improvement of lands Wo 
need not describe now the position of the tenants-at-viil. which 

t is an unmixed curse brought upon this country by the English 
Government. The .position of the ryots having occupancy' rights 
is hardly belter. The powc of the 'zemindar to increase I he 
ryot's rent is practically unlimited, and it is impossible that agri­
culture should tlndfe in a country, where the agriculturist dot s 
hardly for any length of time reap the fruits of his own labour”



5 ^  The Sho-meprokash, March IS, 1876.*• 1 ' ; . ' ' • • • . ■ ■: - '---- -----

The Rice Cultivation and the Income of the Ryot. 
f The early or ouse rice is sown generally on high, light, 

sandy,, soils from March to May, as showers', -may be favourable.
It is cut variously from the end of J uly to the middle or end of 

« September, and in six weeks’ time, it is succeeded by what is 
known as cold weather crop, which may be mustard, vetches, 
pulse, millet, gram, barley, oats, and the like. The aurnon rice 
is sown in rich, deep, and loamy soils from April to June, and is 
reaped any time between the beginning of December and the 
end of January. It is a richer, stronger, and every way a better 
crop than the ouse, but it is more exposed to inundation, and is; * ■
not followed by any second crop within the year. Occasionally 
the early and the late crops are sown on the same ground, and 
cut without .injury - to each other at different periods, A large 
part of the late rice is planted with the hand in rows on land 
carefully ploughed, cleaned, and smoothed for the purpose. It is 
everywhere known as the t o , and yields an abundant harvest.
A third kind of rice, unknown in high and dry tracts of country, 
but very common in extensive marshy districts, is called the boro,

. you!, from its proximity to water, is sown and grown bom the 
mopth oj,.^ariuar.I to the end of May, It is cultivated in places 
where there\bs to° £reat depth of water during the heavy rains, 
and consequently .abundant to keep the plant moist during the 
tierce heat of summer, ^he early rice, in the most favourable sea­
son, both from grain and sti'.aw, cannot give more than five rupees 
per beegha, In bad seasons it n?ay not yield more than one rupee,
As much as ten or even fifteen rupees may be got from the 
aurnon crop in good seasons f but when heavy rains, or unexpect­
ed inundations from large rivers, drown the young plants, as was 
the case during 1.855 and 1856, and may bo the case again at 
knv time, the return is positively nothing. The boro rice may 
be expected to yield seven or eight rupees per beegha. And on 
these crops, over some hundreds of miles, the hopes and anxie­
ties of some millions hang for a large part of the year. About



the crops, there can be little doubt. The.condition of" those who 
.live by such crops, we have found to be as follows:—Take a
large plain, a crowded bazar on market day, or a high road be­
tween two towns or villages of any importance, and it will 
generally be found that the men at work on the one, or buying and 
selling in the other, or sturdily strutting along the third, hove 
some right, or interest, or occupancy in the soil. Nearly every 
man has bis jumma, which, in plain language, is his tenant -right 
of occupancy, or of proprietorship. The extent of this jumma 
is, it: conversation, and for ail practical purposes, indicated not 
by the acreage, for few can tell the area of their possession, but 
by the rent demanded, for every man well knows how much he 
is expected to pay, A jumma or join may then vary from five to 
one hundred rupees. It will usually be found to be from about 
twelve to thirty. Obviously the possibility of a maids paying 
such rent, and yet finding enough to support him, will depend, 
apart from all fluctuations-of climate, on the rent compared id 
the productiveness and extent of the tenure, on the number of 
mouths which he has to support in his own homestead, and on 
the number of sharers, who have a joint hold on the land. The 
shareholders in a large jumma of eighty or one hundred rupees 
we have known to reach to ten, and there are: often as many as 
four or five on a small holding of twenty rupees. This is an in­
evitable consequence of the law of sub-division ; but is remark­
able how constantly this terminates, after two or three generations, 
in a separation of cousins and a division of the inheritance into 
two or more shares no longer to be held in common ; and it is 
still more remarkable how this universal custom is rudely set to 
right by the progress of disease, by fever, cholera, small-pox, and 
other scourges,, which clear -off whole •.families, and cause the in­
heritance to revert to the hands of a single member. If on the 
one hand, numerous instances may be found of families branch­
ing out till they seem to weigh down the minute holding,-——on 
the-other, cases as frequent will-occur, where father and uncles, 
with their offspring, have all been, swept away, and the patrimo­
nial inheritance has reverted to a single individual, with, it may
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b'o, the surviving female relations ail doperuieht. upon his exertions 
for bread” The Calcutta Review, voi. XXlXi/p.p. 128-2-8.

“ The purchasers of lands have, throughout the country, left 
the ryots without profits;mid often forced them from the lands/' 
Henry R&wvJtam, Esq, Answer to Question STAR Minuted of 
Evidence, Revenue, Gammons, 183%'.

We here quote tin following returns from the District Ma- 
sisfrates ' from the Journal of the Ayriiutlfaml and Horticid - 
tnful"Society of India, 1870, which will throw much light Upon 
the subject, We only request our readers to achlthe rent ancl. 
the innumerable illegal cesses to the expenses of cultivation on 
the -one hand,, and to calculate the price of produce on the other.

Twenty-four Pergutmahs. Produce per beegha. “ From 
five to nine maunds according to quality of soil. Fine'paddy 
sells'at from Its. 1-2 to Its, 2 per maund. Coarse paudy sells at 
from 12 annas to one rupee per maund. In some parts of the 
district course paddy is said to self at about three maunds per 
rupee, but one or one and a half maund may be taken as the 
usual rate. Average expense of cultivation varies from .Rs; 2 to 
Rs I per beegha.

Jessore. The average out-turn of aunion rice for the Whole 
district is about 8 to 7 maunds per beegha. The commoner kinds 
soiling at a rupee and less for a maund. Expense. Rs. '4-8.

"Nuddeo. The ordinary out-turn of paddy from a beegha of 
ordinary rice land in this district may be set down at-six and 
half maunds. Price. 1| maunds per rupee! Expense. Rs, 2-11.

M ug'hli; The ordinary -out-turn of paddy from "a beegha of 
■ordinary rice'lin'd is eight to ten maunds: Price.. One rupee' per
maund. The average expensed are Its..8 to Rs. 51

Birbhum. The average Out-turn of the best rice lands is 
for the best, 10| to 111 maunds' of paddy: for the next, 7 to 8 
maunds; and for the third, 4 to 5 maunds of paddy. Price is 
not given. Expense, Rs. 2-10.

Burdwan. From 5 to 8 maunds a beegha. Price. 1 to 
maunds per rupee. Expense. Rs. 8-9.

Bankura. The ordinary out-turn is 11 maunds. Price. 1



maund 1.8 seers per rupee, Expense. Rs. 2 12
Ho wrah. Five-maund.s per beegha.. Price. Rs.-' 1-8 to Rs. 1-10 

per maund. Expense. Rs. 3.
Midnapur 7 to 12 mawtds Price, From 35; to 100 seers 

per rupee owing to various causes. Expense. Rs., 1 -3 to Rs. 3-8 
per beegha. ,

Bograh, From 0 to 7 maurrl  ̂ The. Bograh, maund . is pf 
60 toiahs. Price. Six to eight annas, per rnannd of 60 tolahs..

Majdah. An ordinary out-turn of paddy from a. beegha is 12 
or 13 inarmds. They are sold at. ir.otn ,4.5. to. 05 seers , per rupee. 
The average expenses-vary- from Rs. 3 to TP. 5.

Dtnagepur. An ordinary out-turn of paddy from a beegha 
of ordinary rice land may be. stated to be from 5...to 6'inaunets. 
Pi l e varies. Expense varies.

Pubna. The ordinary out-turn from a beegha of first-rate 
land is 15 to 16; from- that, of second rate, 8 or 0 ; and from that 
of third rate, 5 or (5 maunds. Price. 1 maund 30 seers, to 2 
mannas per rupee. Expense. 4|- to 5 rupees per beegha.

Rupgpur. Ordinary out-turn .about 6- or 7 maunds, Price. 
About one maund per rupee.- It costs about Rs. 4-8 per beegha,

Eajshahi. Fmm 6 to 10 maunds. Price. ? maund to l 
maund 35 seera per rupee. Expense. 5 rupees.

Purueab. is considered at from 5 to 2,0, maunds
per beegha, Price. From 45 to 80 seers per, rupee. . Expense. 
4 to 8 rupees.

.Mongbyr. 14 maunds. These sell from 45 to 50 seers per 
rupee. Expense. 0 rupees, ,

Pakour. From 6 to 9 maunds. Price, From If. to 2 
. maunds-per rupee. .Expense. From Rs. 1.-12 to Rs. 2-8.

Rajnrabab The ordinary.out-turn of ptpldy- varies from 5 
to 0 maunds per beegha. Price. From 50 to 55 seers per rupee. 
Expense, 21 rupees.

Dootnka. About 1.0 nuiunds. Price. 1 maund 10 seers- per 
rupee, Expense. Rs. 4.

. Gedda. Six maunds of paddy nr-e;generally..produced from 
a beegha ol ordinary rice' land,- Priocf From 2-5 to 30 -seers per



rupee. Expense. Rs. 1-8.
Bhaugulpur. From 8 to Ig maunds. Price. From 1 to 2 

maumis per rupee. Expense. Rs. 3. By hired labour more.
Bepghur. 20 maunds, Price, 11 to 2 maunds per rupee. 

The average expense. Rs. 4f.
Manbhum. 10 manuds with careful cultivation. The 

ordinary out-turn may be set at 12 maunds, Price. 1 to 2| 
mamicls per rupee. Expense. Rs. 21.

Singbhum; From 8 to 10 maunda. Price. From 2 to 21 
maunds per rupee. Expense. Rs. 2-1.

Huzareebaugh. 8 maunds. Price. From"30 40 seers
per rupee. Expense. Front Rs. 4 to Rs. 5}.

Pa la mow. 15 maunds. Price, From 36 to 48 seers per 
rupee. Expense. Rs. 41.

Backergunge. 10 maunds. Price. From 2 to 2;] maunds 
per rupee. Expense. Rs. 3 to Rs. 4. '

Oaehai. 8 maunds. Price. 11 to 3 .maunds per rupee. 
Expense is not given.

Dacca. C maunds. Price. l f :to 2 maunds per rupee. Ex ­
pense. Rs. 3.

Furreedpur. 15 to 20 maunds. Price. I f to 21 maunds per 
rupee. Expense. Rs. 7.

Mvmeneingh. 6 to o maunds. Price. 12 annas to one rupee 
and. four annas per maun cl Expense. Rs. 2 to Rs. 21.

feylhet. 7 maunds they sell at 8 to 10 annas per mauntl. 
Expense. Rs. 2,

Darjeeling. la the bills 2 to 4 maunds. In the plain 5 io 
* ‘ maunds. Pi ice. 1 to 5 maunds for the rupee. Expense 
Rs. 2.

Western Dooars. 4 to 5 maunds. Price. 11 maunds per * 
rupee. Expense. One ru pee six annas.

Gooch Bohar. 4 to 10 maunds. Price. ] to II Rs. per 
mauml. Expense. Rs. 31 to Rs. 4|.

Goaipam, 5 to 8 maunds. Price. If to 1£ maunds per 
rupee. Expense. Rs. 31.

Assam. 0j to 8f maunds. Price. 8 to 10 arm a® Per maund.



Komroop. 8 maunds. Price. 12 atmas pov. mauiui Ex- 
; pause. Rs. 8. .

Durrung. 13 maunds, Price. If maunds pec rupee. 
Expense. Rs, 3.

.Nowgoiig. About 7 maunds. 'Price. One. rupee per 
maimd. Expense. Rs. 3.

S |f
Seebsagore. 7f to 0 maunds. Price. J.|-maund.; for the

rupee. Expense. Rs, 6.
Luckimpur. 8 maunds. Price, I f to 2 rupees pel maimd* 

Expense, E$, 5.
Chittagong. C to, 7 maunds. Price. 13 annas to I f Rs. per 

maimd. Expense, Rs. 4. .
Noakaily. 5- maunds. Price. 2 maunds for the rupee. 

Expense. Its, 2 to Rs, 2*0
Tipperah, Sf to 8 maunds. Price. If to 3 “maunds "per ' 

rupee. Expense. Rs. 2f to Rs. 3|.
Patna. 5 to 8 maunds. Price. 40 to -"<0 seers per rupee. 

Expense, Rs. 2f to Rs. 4.
Gya. 7 to 12 maunds. Price. 40 to 50 seers, per rupee. 

Expense. Rs, If to Rs. 3.
Shahabad. 10 to 15 maunds. Price. 35 to 50 seers per 

rupee. Expense. Rs. 4 to Rs. 5.
Tirhut. 10 to 20 maunds. Price. 40 to 50 seers per rupee. 

Expense. Rs. 4 to Rs. 5.
Sarun. 12 maunds. Price. 40 *o 50 seers per rupee. Ex­

pense. Its. 3 to Rs. 4.
Cbiuaparim, 20 maunds. Price is not given. Expense,

' , Rs. 8.
Uuttuck. 12 maunds. Price. 52 to Go seers per rupee. 

Expense. Rs, :3f.
Puri. 10 to 13 maunds, Price, 2f maunds per 'rupee..’ 

Expense. Rs. 3-3.
Balassore. 12 to 18 maunds. Price. .8 gaims of 16 seera ■ ■■ 

each for the rupee, Expense. Rs, 5 to Rs, V.
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The Returns from Lne Zemindars.
’ 24 Pergumnh*. 6 to 10 maunds. Prise. 1. to Tf maiindS

per rupee. Expense. Ks. 8 to Es,5.
&Sk;:\ Hughli. 5 inaiuHis, Price, About a maund per rupee.
ACC/f Expense. R> 5.

K i iKimagur. 6 maunds. Price is not given. Expense,
Rs, 5|.

Nuddea. 0 maunds .Price. maunds per rupee. Ex­
pense. It.-i. 2f to Its. 4A

'Burdwau near Chukdighee. 10 maunds. Price. 12 annas 
Ci'.v rupee per. maund. Expense,. Rs. 2|.

Rackeryunge. .6 maunds. Price. If to I f maunds per rupee, 
Expense. Its. 2f ■* ; Rs,

Mymensingh, 10 to 30 maun ds. Price. 14 to 2 maunds 
per rupee. Expense. Rs. 8-10,

l. Raliissore. 11 maunds. Price. 5 to 8 annas per maund.
Expense. Rs, 34

A- ' 1 Morel! gunge, 6 maunds. Price. Rs. 1-4 to Rs. 1-10 per
maund. Expense. Rs. 3|;

'■ . Murshedabad. 6 maunds. Price. A maund per rupee.
’Expense, Its. 4.

Birbhum. 3 or 7 maunds. Price. 1 to I f  maunds per 
rupee. Expense. Rs. 4.

Cuch Rebar. 6 or 7,maunds. Price. 8 annas to Its. If per 
maund. Expense. Rs. 5.

Beliar, 2 lo 15 rnaunds. Price 1. to 2 maunds (of 84 sicca 
rupees). Expense. Rs. 4 to Rs. 8.

f'A'V The returns of othei districts are not given.
Question, Can more than one crop of paddy be grown an- 

nr.ally in the same land ?
Answer. Jessore. Tes, in cases where the land is fertile and 

well supplied, though not swamped, with water, so that the aous  

crop ripens quickly. The a u m on  is planted subsequently., and a 
second yield obtained in the same year.

Iviiudea. ^  is n°k usual to grow more than one crop of 
paddy on the same land in the same year.

I%y ' , ' , ''.V'VCA/:
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îrbhuin. No? move than one crop oi p 'Viy k got in tlio 
year: wa.it of irrigation in the dry season precludes a second.

Bard wan. Seldom,-if over.
Midnapu.'. Very rarely, indeed, done hii|j#tp.
Bogra, Yes, in Dokhwnd land estimated roughly as quar- 

; ter of-the area of the district.
Diuagepur, The land having been cleared of the ciovs rice 

crop, is sometimes sown in second or winter crop,
Maidab, M.oughyr, Rajmahal, Bhaugulpur, Deoghur, Man- 

bhum Sitigbhum, Hazareebaugh, Loharduggah, Palainow, Now- 
gong Seebsagore, Shahabad, Tirhut, Sarun, Chumparuo, 
Kushaagur, Bankura, Howrah, and 24 Pergunnahs. No.

Pubna, Yes, aumon and (tons are both sown together ; 
aous is reaped in Bhadra, and the aumon in Kartik or Aiigkra- 
him.

Rungpur. In some lands, both, crops of paddy {aous and 
avznior) are grown annually.

.Rajsbu-hi. Aous and annum arc grown in their seasonr fre­
quently on the same lands.

Purueah. Only one crop of paddy is grown.
Pakour. Only in some places where the aous crop grows., 

and that, if a very early one, the kynmrdo (than (winter crop) 
can he sown afterwards.

Doomk, No; there are no such loads in this district.
Gedda. Only one crop of paddy is grown in the same land 

annually.
Baekergur.ge. In the low lauds, aom and anmon .crops can 

fiipk be grown annually in the same laud 
’ Cachar. In parts of the district.

Dacca. Yes, some lands yield two crops a year..
Fmraedpur. More than one crop is grown annually in the - 

same land. • 'o;:
Mymensiugh. Sometimes" in a. fair season of the year, both 

aous and aumon paddy are grown annually in the same laud ; 
bus the lands are not tit for such cultivation or growing.

Darjeeling. Two crops of dhan (rice in husk) on the same

■



land in the same year •are never so am.
Yo . Western Dooars. Yes, bat such is not often done.

. Ouch Behar. Two crops of paddy, vm; one beetrce and on©
; uymunto are commonly grown on the same land in a year.
ho Goalpara. One crop of.paddy is generally grown in the

land and in some lands two crops.
Assam. Two crops of paddy can be grown on the same land 

in the same year; but this is done very rarely..
■■ Karriroop. Two crops can be grown annually, but the yield 

of such crop is not the same in quantity..
Darning. Two crops on the same land are very rare, indeed.
Luckimpur. Yes.
Chittagong. In high lands generally two crops (shyle and 

aumon) can be produced annually.
V'i V t’V .
| Koakally. Yes, aous and anmon can he grown in the same

and and in the same year.
Tippera'h. At head quarters only one crop of paddy h 

grown annually in the low land and in medium lands; and at 
sub-divisions two crops are grown.

Patna, Ho more than one crop of paddy can bo grown in 
the same land.

: ' Gy a. No more than one paddy crop is raised annually from
. the same held.

Cuttuck. No more than one crop can be raised on the same 
ground,

'it.ft'.; ft • Puri. The general practice, is only .to grow one rice crop in 
the year.

Batassore. Yefy rarely.
Gobuiviangah. Some aous and anmon are sown together on 

the same plot of ground.
Biighli. There is scarcely any land in this district growing 

annually more than one crop of paddy.
Nuddea. The annum and aoios paddy can be raised in the 

same land; bat that'sort of land, is very rare in our neigblv. «r- 
' hood.'!

Next we quote the following table from Dr. Eimter’s Staiis-



tw.d Aixounl of Bengal, voi. IV., p. 35J>.
“ BirKhum. The following table Shows the Deputy < .-oiler- 

tor’s esli.mn.tes of the cost of citHivation; value of out-turu, and 
net profit for each ci’op excepting «ugar.cane.

M .V Cost of eulti-  ̂foi.f, oi p.to- TsTet profit .Nam0 of the crop. , b> ,
w>v- bcegha. 1

Us. As. V. Rs, As. R Rs. As. P.
R.ce ....................    7 15 0 0 8 0 1 \ 0
Biit      2 13 0 5 0 0 2 3 0
Teel ....................    2 10 0 0 0 0 3 0 ■ • '  •
Musuvi ......................   2 8 0 $ 4 0 2 1.2 0
Pens ................ ....... .. .3 3 0 5 S 0 2 5 0
Teesoe ......................... 3 3 0 4 8 0 ! 5 0
Mustard.........................  2 11 0 4 4 0 I fl 0
Khosari ..................  2 1 8 2 8 0 0 6 0
Wheat ...........; ...........  3. 3 0 6 0 0 2 13 0

N. B. The whole of the rent Rs. 4. 8. 0 pet boegha is.
charged against the rice crop.”

W ' _____
The / uunJ-yJ/.orK

By 'the Regulations of 1708, the Government of Lord Gt m- 
nvallis not only declared the zemindars permanent proprietors of 
the soil, but also entrusted thorn with the construction of roads 
khals, embankments and other works of public utility. Thus shift­
ing all responsibilities for the 1 appiness and welfare of the people 
upon them, it has,hitherto followed a policy of masterly inactivity 
and even never enquired how far they ha-ve fulfilled their obliga­
tions. And there are many reasons for this indifference, it has 
conceded a part of the revenue to the zemindars in order to 
enable them to make improvements of their estates, and, with 
the permanency of the tenure, given up all hope of sharing in 
the increased value of the land, But what vis above til, the 
zemindars, however unmindful in fulfilling the other eordilions 
of the Permanent Settlement, are very punctual in their payment 
of revenue. The Government., (has freed from $11 pares and &n-

■b,.: V . iWfolhfo'd.O. . .  ' . . .. ' m



'ios Vory little to force then to do their duty towards 
the ryots. Ail improvements have thus been at-an end. There 
iur* many rice holds in Bengal, which are almost annually inunda- 

v ted lor want cl drainage works or other means of discharging
water, v idle some others do not yield good crops for want of good 

' embankments for resisting the force of it. The field which we 
cultivate is inundated say in two out of three years. So in place 
o! n union, we cultivate boro rice, the produce of which is com- 

fey)1 ; parativtly small, and sometimes falls short of meeting the very 
demands of the zemindars. A, khal costing two or three thou­
sand rupees would he sufficient to make it very productive, bur, no 
send tuar ever dreams of it. The,following letter shews not only 
the mischief, which is caused by inundation, but also the- cendb* 
tion vi the ryots, the , conduct ot the zemindars towards r,hem, 
end the feelings particularly of the higher classes towards the 

k {.rpverumeut.
“ It appears to me a matter of • irp-vise, that no public notice 

he - been taken of a series of calamities by which this unfortunate 
district (Burdwan) has been visited of late in consequence of the 
incessant and heavy rains. I allude to the repeated inundations 
caused by the Damuda, the embankments of which were broken 
and swept away very extensively above and beloiv the town of 
Burdwan. How loud and deep would be the cries of the people, 
hoi such calamitous events, by which the well-being of hundreds 
of thousands of subjects was affected, happened in England, 
without the Government taking immediate notice of them, or de- 
VU '. g effectual means for their relief, and to prevent the recurrence 
of the calamity But the cries of the houseless villagers, who till 
the mdian soil, and from whom a rich revenue is wrung, seem to 
have been lost in the roaring of the floods, which periodically 
i ash o’ ct their fields, and which have converted thousands of 

y heeghas into wastes of sand. Ever since the dreadful flood in
IHd h when the whole station and town were under water, those
seasons formed only an exception, when we were spared from 
witnessing the recurrence of the distressing scenes; and conse­
quently we, who are exposed to it, live in a constant state of


