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b 'ILLUSTRA I'IONS

oF THE Ji

Tma ers, that curiemty may reasanably be ex—-.’
to inquire into ‘the history, and ascertair the -
opinions, and ‘motives of persons differing,
'__respects, 50 mddy even from all other

ﬁ diﬁ'erent parts of Indla, these mthans assumé,
e ha.ve been desrgnated by, vanoua nameﬁ dera?ed

hfe, :




prey to destructmn
of India, these murderels are called Thugs;
‘name by which they are most generally kn
among Eumpeans This term signifies dw'ci-.
In some proyinces to the southward, a.coord'
' Dr. E:herwood they have obtained the name of P
sigms or stmnn*lc ¢8,” from the Hmdost.a,nee ,
Mausz, “noose.” By the same authority lt 18 sta,

"thai: in. the Tamul language they are. called
Tuluca,r or Mussulman noos.:ars m Canar‘

Indm of nea:rly two cenhmes, a.nd the exmclﬁ
‘sovereignty over a large part of the cauntry fo
inconsiderable perzod the English should have |
\ignorant of the existence and habits of a bod
dantr_e:._ou_s to.,the public peace. Thm, hnw'
seems to have been the case: and it may . bé
» garded as affording a strong pmof' how. little
gress was made by the I__*,urop_eans, during a.|
_s‘.eries"of years, in knowledge of the peﬂplé 'aﬁmn‘
whom they resided, mxd over whom they exereised
the functions of rulers. - i -

There is reason to comlude that the Bnttsh 30
vernment knew nothmg of the Thugs untﬂ sh_
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mm :PRAUTIC,ES o 'rmz: THUGS. 4 b
j' '-‘conquest of Sermgapatam, ln 1799, when i
a-hundred were! apprehended in the vicinity
galore, They did not engage general atten-

) wauld 1t appea.r that they were suupected'

Just retumed laden w1th booty _"from an

on to Travancore ; and information was

tained, whmh ultmmtely led to the deve- = .

-e,-.af the habits, artxﬁces, aud cumbma.tims{f”j"--"" K4
trocmm dennqucnts M

hugs that mvested the south of Incha, |

baTS | ago were settled in Mysore, on the

i of that provmce and the Camatw, in the

'_-t dfstrmts ceded to the Company by the

1800 and. they were parhcula,rly nume~

the Poliums of Chittoor. The sequestered

W the country which comprehended these

' maintained little  intercourse with the

aring districts, abounding in hills and fast-

band, being immediately subject to several |
afforded the Thugs a convenient and

treat.  The protection  of the Polygars

tended to ‘them, in common with other

Gf robbers, in consideration of a settled
B S contnbu»--




| of the Company’s Government over the Cagn
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b eontmbutxon, i or, whu.h was| more frequen
s‘mrmg in the fruits of their, rapaclty :
g is 1mposcslble that such criminals as the
hvmg by qystematlc plans of’ depredation i
i '1ong remam in the same place mn sa.fety, unless
| practices were encouraged or connived at by
_ song in authority. Hence, after the establishme:

~and the districts ceded by the Nizam, and the con
:- sequent extinction of the power ‘and mﬁueﬂ )
the Polygars, some of whom had succeeded in re

! du*mg themselves virtually mdependent of the
mer. govemment ‘any of these murderers chan
 their abodes, and a.ssumed other riames: oth
‘who remained, endeavoured to shelter themaahw’m
‘by subterfuge and dissimulation, e

. While they lived under the protectmn 0
gars and other petty local authorities, and
people whose habits were in some respects
logous to their own, it was unnecessary to co
that they subsisted by depredation. They
their families lived peacea’bly with their m,lgh _'
whom they never attempted to molest. . Bety
them there subswted a reciprocation of inte est,
the purchase and disposal of the plunder whi
the Thugs brought with them, on refi
fron-x' their expedit;icms "Conscience in the



. more than balance them.  The Thugs at all times
'ﬁgéged'in the tillage of land, even under the
itive' chiefs, when they had settled habitations.
hey either sowed the lands, or prepared them for
seed) dunng the season that they remained at home:

and left the (,a.re of them to their women and

| nf ‘on honest and la.udable mdustry.

i Accordmg to Dr. Sherwood, who wrote in }816 |

~and whose acquaintance with Thuggee appears to

children, in their db&ence . This peaceful pursuit

.urded them a screen, on the ‘extension of the

English Government, and, while pursuing  thetr
cm'nmal practices, enabled them to appear depend— |

| AND PRACTICES OF THE THUGS. B

~ have been founded principally upon observations

made in the territories subject to the Presidency of
Tort St. George, a gang consisted of frony ten to
- fifty, or sometimes a greater number. Captain
 Sleeman states, that the gangs have often contained
two or three hundred; but, in such instances, they

0 _commonly follow each other in small parties of ten

or twenty, upon roads parallel to each other, being

; --prepared to concentrate, on any point, when neces-
‘sary. Different parties frequently aet in concert,

apprising one another of the approach of travels
" lers whose destruction promises a valuable booty.
| They assume the appearance of ordinary inoffensive
| travellers: sometimes they pretend to be traders;
. and; if ‘enriched by former . spoliations, = travel
~on horseback, with tents, and pass for wealthy

N ' merchants,




mms'rnmwws OF rrma ms'rom I
a merchants, or ather peruons nf consequence Some-
| times they commence their route in more hmnble '
' characters ; but acquiring, in their rapacmus pro-
. gress, horses and bullocks, these at once furnish
them with the means of transporting the remainder
. of their plmder, and of making pretensmns to
g hlgher degrees of wealth and station. Wi '
" Thugs are accustomed to wait at choulmes,;__
_ on the high roads, or near towns where travellers i
~ rest.  They arrive at such places, and enter towns
and villages, i m sty aggling parties of three or four
persons, appearing to meet by accident, and to
have no previous ac quamta.nce, On such ocea-
sions, some of the gang are employed as emissa-
ries, to collect information, and especially to learn
if any persons with property in their possesgion
are about to undertake a journey.. They are
often accompanied by children of ten years of age
and  upwards; who, while they perform  menial
offices, are gradually initiated into the horrid
practices of Thuggee, and contribute to prevent
~ guspicion of their real character. Skilled in the
arts of deception, they enter into conversation,
and insinuate themselves by obsequious attentions
“into the confidence of travellers of all descriptions,
to learn from them whence they came, whither and
for what purpose they are journeying, and of
what property they are possessed., When, after
 obtaining such information as they deem requi-
s‘te,
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e w:th ‘pain, in order to excite e plty of the mtru— )

,dmg tmvellers, and to detam them from the scene
iStfrch are the perseverance and cautwn of the

tunity, they have Leen known fo travel in company
. with persons. whom they have devoted to destruc-
. tion, for several days before they executed their

 intention. If circumstances favour them, they

,"'-gﬁnerally commit the murder in a Jungle, or in
~ an unfrequented part of the country, ‘and near
a sandy place or dry water-course.  Particular

* tracts are chosen, in every part of India, where

they ‘may exercise their horrid profession with
the greatest convenience and security. = Much-
frequented roads, passing through extensive jungles,
where the ground is soft for the grave, or the jungle
thick to cover them, and where the local authorities
. took no notice of the bodies, were favourite spots.
-~ The Thugs speak of such places with the same
affection and enthusiasm as other men would of the
most delightful scenes of their early life.
. In these chosen spots, a hole, three or four feet
in depth, usually forms the grave of the unhappy
 traveller, who is placed in it with his face down-
. wards. The barbarous character of the Thugs is
' displayed in their treatment of the wretched remains
‘of the murdered persons. Though death brings
a-i-terminatif-)ﬁ of suffering, it does not put an end
: ! to

‘huigy, that, in the absence of a convenient oppor-
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to the outrages of the murderers. Long amd' _
| -deep gashes are made in various parts of the Ry ‘
bmhgm* sometimes the Timbs are disjointed, and
the figure distorted into unusual positions. ‘These i
 outrages arise from various motives. ~ Their inten= |
 tion genexally is, to expedite the decomposition =
of the body, and to prevent its inflation, which,
by causing fissures in the superincumbent sand, =
‘might attract jackals, and thus lead to the discovery
‘of the corpse, ' Sometimes, howover, these deeds have
“been the result of disappointment, and the emana-
tions of a petty and unmanly revenge. | When the
amount of plunder is less than had been expected,
the villains have frequently vented their displeasure
in wanton indignities on the unconscious remaiis
of the dead. ' ' |
If, when a murder is perpetrated, & convenient
place for interring the body be not near, or/if the
Thugs be apprehensive of discovery, it is either )
tied in a sack, and carried to some spot where
it is not likely to be found, oris put into a well. In
Oude, where the fields are almost 21! irrigated from
wells, the bodies were generally thrown into them ;
and when the cultivators discovered these relics of
crimé, they hardly ever thought it worth whileto ask
how they came there, so accustomed were they to
find thern.  In Bengal and Behar, where the most
frequented voads pass along or frequently across
rivers, the bodies are cast. into those rivers.
It

ILLUB'I‘RA'NONS 01' THE HISTORY
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m«m PHABTIFES mr THE THUGS: M i :
-v'If none of these taxpedmnts be a,dvmble; a ‘9}'?1110“'
'~ hole is dug, in which the corpse is buxied, till 2 - '
. fit place for interring it can be discovered; when
ibis remmfed and cut in the manner a,lrea.dy men-
. tioned.| If .comp.e_lled to perform the interment
. under circumstances which subject them to the
. .rigk of observation, the Thugs put up a screen on
 the wall for a tent, and bury the body within the
' enclosure; pretending, if inquiries are made, that
' their wonen are within the screen. If the travel-
ler had a dog, it is killed, lest the affection of the
animal should cause the discovery of the body of
his murdered master. The office of mangling the
dead body is usually assigned to a particular person
«of the gang. The Thugs are always provided with
knives and picka,xes, which they conceal from ob-
servatlon
It will thus be seen, that the system of the
.Thugs is well devised to secure that concealment
50 necessary to the continued suceess of their horrid
practices.  The mode of destroying their victims,
and of disposing of their remains, almost preclude
~ the possibility of rescue or escape, of witnesses to
the deed, of moise or cries for help, of effision of
blood, and, indeed, of any trace of the crime. An
 impenetrable veil of darkness is thrown over their
-atrocities. : :
. It has been suppoqed that formerly a long string
with a running noose was used by the Thugs for
| ' seizing




Q.

seizing travellers, and that they robbed on horse»--_f
back. These practices do not at prf*sent; Thowever,
appear to be common. They sometimes use a short
rope, with a loop at one end: but a turban, or sash, 00
are more usually employed, as these answer the atros
| cious purpese in view as well as a regularly-prepared ’
. noose, and have the additional recommendation of
_ exciting no suspicion, When a waist-cloth or sash
| i$ used, it is previously doubled to the length of |
~ two feet, or two feet and a half: a knot is formed
at the double extremity, and a slip-knot tied about
eighteen inches from it. In regulating the distance
of the two knots, so that the intervening' space,
when tightly twisted, may be adapted to ‘embrace
the neck, the Thug who prepares the instrument
ties it upon his own knee. The two knots give
a firm hold of the cloth, and prevent its slipping s
through the hands in the act of applying it. 'After
the person attacked has been brought to the
ground, the slip-knot is loosed by the Thug
who has hold of that part of the cloth: and ke
makes another fold of it round the neck; wupon
which placing his foot, he draws the cloth tight, in
amannex similar to that—to use the expression of
a Thug informer— of packing a bundle of straw.”
If, which scarcely ever happens, a traveller
escape from the persons attempting to strangle
him, he incurs the hazard of being dispatchied by
one of the parties on watch. These men have
swords,

ILLUSTR‘LFION\ oF l‘HE HISTORY




. swouds, and will endeavour to cut down any man

who escapes from the stranglers. Should he finally

. escape, or should any other circumstance occur to

i ;-'excxte alarm or. a.pprphenmons of being seized, the

. gang immediately disperses, having previously

agreed to re-assemble, at an appointed {,une, at some
' _dlstant pla.ce. ! i -

. Travellers resting in the same choultry with
| ;Thug‘; are sometimes destroyed in the night.  On
. these oceasions, a person is not always murdered
when asleep ; as, while he is in a recumbent pos-
ture, the stranglers find & difficulty in applying the
~cloth. The nsual practice is, first, to awaken him
suddenly, with an alarm of a snake or a scorpion,
and then to strangle him.

~ In attacking a traveller on horseback, the Thugs
range’ themselves in the following manner: one
of the gang goes in front of the horse, and another
~ has his station in the rear; a third, walking by the
side of the traveller, keeps him engaged in conver-
-~ sation, till, finding that he is off his guard, he sud-
denly seizes the victim by the arm, and drags him
to the ground, the horse at the same time being
 geized by the foremost villain: the miserable suf-
 ferer is then strangled in the usual manner,

- Against Thugs, it must be obvious, that arms,

and the ordinary precautions taken against robbers,

are unavailing. « When a person is armed with a
dagger, it is usual for one of the villains to secure
Uk ~ his

S

"'Am) :P-R-éic:'i'-z'cm OF THE THUGS. - 13



ILLUSTRATIONS OF TIIE HI&’:TOR‘Y

i hﬁ; h:«mda. It sometimes ha,ppens that entlre par-'

. ties of tra.%llers, consisting of several persons pos
'sessed of valuable eﬂ'ects are, while' journeying thi

imaginary security, suddenly cut off; and the life-

__Ie_ss and despoiled bodies' bemg removed a,nd-__m__ __
terred, not o vestige of them appears. Instances

have om.urred of twelve and fourtgen persons

‘being sunultaneously dest;mycd but such :r:-ccur...’j

rences must be rare. |
| Occasxonally, the bo:;ty obtamed is considerable.
- Near Sadras, about eleven years ago, three golah
peons were killed, havmg on them money, in dif-
ferent coins, to the amount of 16,000 rupees. In
1805, five persons were killed in Coimbatoor, and
cash to the amount of 2500 pagodas, the property
of the Collector of the district, was taken. In the
same year, two respectable natives proceeding on
hotseback from Madras to the Malabar coast, with
five attendants, were all killed. In 1807, five per-
sons, besides two others who had 30med them on
the road, were killed near Bangalore, and robled \
of property to the amount of 1000 pagodas, belong— .
ing to an officer of Engineers. And in 1815, three
persons were killed in the district of Masuhpata.m,:
and 2500 rupees taken. Very frequently, however, )
 the property taken is but swall; and such are
the cruelty and cupidity of these wretches, that,
~on the presumption of every traveller possessing
- concealed trea,sure, or some property, however
' tnﬂmg,




iy "triﬂmg, the greatest apparent mdlgence does not.

| always afford security.

The pIunder was. somet:mes carried home, '
somctimes dxsposed of ion the road, = If the mux-

dered person resided near the place of his assassi-

| nation, the property was carried to a distance : if,
| aswas more commonly the case, he was a stranger,
| the ruffians did not scruple to offer the fruits of

. their rapine in the immediate wcmlty of their crime :

_ the only precaution taken was, that the place of sale
should be in advance of that where the murder was
committed, and not a. village where the traveller
had previously been seen.

The mode of dividing the plunder is pmbahly

various, - Dr. Sherwood says, that formerly, if good
horses, shawls, or other valuable articles, were
among the booty, they were commonly reserved for
the Polygar, in payment of protection. A portion
of the plunder was usually appropriated to defray-
ing the expenses of religious ceremonies ; and, some-

times, a part was also allotted for the benefit of Wi-

 dows and families of deceased members of the gang.
The residue of the booty, being divided into several
parts, was generally shared as follows;~to the
i liea.de_r:, two shares ; to the men actually concerned
. in perpetrating the murder, and to the person who
cut the dead body, each one share and a half; and

~to the remainder of the gang, each one share.

 According to Captain Slesman, when there are ten
' ' or

e AND Pn mnc‘Es OF THE THUGS. B



ILLUQTR}\ETIO\IS OF THE HISTORY

~ or roore a.rtldos of the same kind, the tenth is as-
signed to the leader, before the general division takes
‘place: if the nature of the pr operty does not, adm1t‘_"

" of /decimation, one anna in the rupee. is. assessed B

upon its value, for the henefit of the leader. After
this deduction, and the payment of a small extra (.
allowance to the qtranglcrs, crave-choosers, dxggers,
and other officers, the remainder is divided by lot,
called, in the Thug dialect, Kouree, Phenkua, Marni,
or Dalna. It is usual to make three allotments of
the spoil, and to divide the gang into. three equal
parties.. A cowry is then given to each party, by
whom it is marked. The cowries are then placed
in the hands of a man who is kept ignorant of the
parties to whom they respectively belong; and the
final decision is made by his placing one of the cow=
vies upon each parce! of the plunder.  The parties
then take possession of the shares thus consigned
to them, and divide the produce among the indi-
viduals.

The operations of the Thucs are faf:lhta.ted and
their designs cloked, by a peculiar dialect : they
have recourse, also, to a variety of signs, both for
concealment, and for the purpose of communicating
with comrades beyond the influence of speech.
Drawing the back of the hand along the chin, from
the throat outwards, implies that caution is requi-
site—that some stranger is approaching. Putting

the open hand over the mouth, and drawing it
gently



; foralarm.  If an advanced party of Thugs overtake
traveller whom they design to destroy, but have
!ieed of more assistance, they make certain marks

b _.im the roads, by which those of the gang who fol-

' low understand that they are required to hasten
- forwards. A party in advance also leaves certain
marks, where a road branches off, as intimations to

AND mﬁcmzm OF THE THUGS. L

gently down, implies that there is 1o longer cause

those who are behind. They draw their feet along

the dust, in the direction they have taken; and if
' their friends are to follow quickly, they leave the dust
piled up at the end of the line where the foot drops,
or make a hole in the dust with the heel. If the
road afford no dust, they leave two stones, placed
one upon the other, in the line they have taken; and
strew a few leaves of trees along the road. I their
co-adjutors are to make haste, they make a very
long line of leaves, They have many other signs,
for similar purposes.
Of the number of persons who fall victims to
- these lawless associations, it is obvious that mo
' estimate can be proved, deserving of the slightest
confidence. The number has, without doubt, varied
greatly at different periods. There is reason to
believe, that from the time of the conquest of
. Mysore in 1799, to 1807 and 1808, the practice, in
that part of India, reached its height, and that
handreds of persons were annually destroyed. In
one of his reports, the Magistrate of Chittoor
¢ observes :
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“observes : 1 believe that some of the Phansigars .
‘have been concerned in above tio hundred murders: |
nor will this estimate appear extravagant, if it be i
remembered, that murder was their profession, fre- 1
quently their only mieans of gaining 2 subsistence:
every man of fifty years of age has probably been |
actively engaged during twenty-five years of his life '
in murder ; and, on the most moderate computation, :
it may be reckoned that he has made one excur=
sion a year, and met each time with ten victims.” =,
Francis Bartolomeo says: “ During a residence -
of thirteen or fourteen years in India, I never heard
of any traveller being yobbed or murdered  on
the highway ; "—but other travellers, whose expe-
rience was less agreeable, attest that the practice of
Thuggee is not of recent introduction. Thevenot,
in the following passage, evidently alludes to it :—
“ Though the road I have been speaking of; from
Delhi to Agra, be tolerable, yet hath it many incon- :
veniences. ~One may meet with tigers, panthers, |
and lions uponit; and one had best, also, have a
care of robbers, and, above all things, not to sufier
any body to come near one upon the road.  The
cunningest robbers in the world are in that country.
They use a certain slip with a running noose, which |
they can cast with so much sleight about a man’s ¥
neck, when they are within reach of him, that they
never fail, so that they strangle him in a trice.
They have anothex cunning trick, also, to catch
travellers

18 ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE HISTORY '




travellers with. 'They send out a handsome woman
upon the road, who, with her haiv dishevelled, seems
o be all in tears, sighing and complaining of some
. nusfortunes which she pretends has befallen her.
.| Now, as she takes the same way that the t.aveller
! goes, he easily falls into conversation with her, and,
 finding her beautiful, offers her his assistance, which

' she accepts: but he hath no soouer taken her up

. behind him on horseback, but she throws the snare
about his neck and strangles him; or at least stuns
him, until the robbers, who lie hid, come running
to her assistance, and complete what she hath

~ begun. ' But, besides that, there are men in those
quarters so skilful in casting the snare, that they
succeed as well at a distance as near at hand; and
if an ox, or any other beast belonging to a caravan,
run away, as sometimes it happens, they fail not to

~ catch it by the neck.”

The modern Thugs have recourse to numerous
artifices to entrap their victims; but there is reason
to think that the allurements of female fascination

. are now not often resorted to. Their customs with

regard to their women, however, vary much. The

. Thugs, who reside in fixed habitations, rarely allow

.~ their women to accompany them. ' The wandering

~ bands, who seem to retain more of the usages of

. their ancéstors, are attended and aided by their

. females.

| To a European reader it must appear extra-

‘ c2 _ ordinary,

AND PRACTICES OF THE THUGS. 19
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ordinary, that the constant disappearance of such
numbers of natives should have exciied so liftle
interest and inquiry, as not to have led to a gencral
knowledge of these combinations of criminals. Such
ignorance, perhaps, could not have prevailed in
England, where it 'might be supposed that the '
absence, if unaccounted for, of even a singlé person,
must produce suspicion, with consequent investi-
gation and discovery. But even in England if has
recently been made evident, that numbers of persons
may disappear from the scene of their ordinary
avocations without producing much surprise or any
alarm. In India, the probability of such disappear-
ance is far greater; and such an event, unless
oceurring to a person of some consequence, would
scarcely be known beyond the precincts of the
place of residence, or the village of the unfortunate
sufferer, nor much observed there, Many that
fall victims to the Thugs are the subjects of other
and distant states : many have no settled abodes.
1t must also be remembered, that the Thugs usually
refrain from murdering the inhabitants of towns '
and villages near which they are halting; neither
are they accustomed to murder near their own
habitations; circumstances which not only prevent
suspicion attaching to them as the murderers, and
to the local authority as protecting and sharing
the booty with them, but tend to throw it upon
others, who reside near the spot to which a
traveller
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traveller may h'ave- ‘been traced, 'and where he
‘was last seen. Besides, a person setting out
~ on a journey is often unable to fix any period
" for his return; and though he should not revisit

his home at the expected time, his delay will, for
' a while, excite little alarm in " the minds of his

friends.  He is supposed to be unexpectedly de-
tained—to be ill-—to have met with some ordinary
accident—to have deserted his family—to have
died. Should suspicion arise that he has been mur-
dered, the act is attributed to ordinary highway
robbers ; and it is but seldom that minute inquiries
‘can be instituted by lis bereaved relatives. But
supposing that this is done, and the progress of the
missing fraveller traced to a particular place, and
not beyond it, still suspicion would be apt to attach
to any, rather than to a few apparently inoffensive
travellers—journeying either for the purpose of
traffic, as is imagined, or, as is often pretended, to
see their relations, or to be present at some mar-
viage ; and who, if ever noticed, have perhaps heen
long since forgotten. If, notwithstanding all these
improbabilities, suspicion should fall upon the ac-
tual perpetrators, where could they be found ?

Thus with respeet to Sepoys, who, having ob- ‘

tained leave of absence; never rejoined their corps,
the conclusion generally formed has been, that they
had deserted; when, in various instances, they

had fallen sacrifices to the wiles of the Thugs.
The

L,
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 The same observation is particularly applicable to
-golah peons, charged with the convéyance of
money and valuables; many of whom having dig-
appeared, no doubt was entertained that they had
absconded, and appropnated the property to their
own use. Even the apprehension which an in-
distinet idea of danger tends to create in the minds
of these and other travellers would render them
only more liable to fall into the snare: less per-
* suasion would be requisite to induce them to join
a party of Thugs, prompted by the belief that
they were thus providing, in the most eﬁ'ectua,l
« manner, for their own safety.

The profession of a Thug, like almost avery thmg
in India, is hereditary-—the fraternity, however,
receiving occasional reinforcements from strangers :
but these are admitted with great caution, and sel-
dom after they have attained mature age. Rank
is acquived by methods not dissimilar to those which
procure the same advantage elsewhere. On Cap-
tain Sleeman’s inquiving, of an approver, what gave
a man’the rank of Jemadar, the latter answered,
that o man who has always at command the means
of advancing a month or two's subsistence to a
gang, will be called 5o ;—a strong and resolute man,
whose ancestors have been for many generations
Thugs, will soon get the title ;—or a very wise man,
whose advice in difficult cases has weight with the
gang ;—or one who has influence over local authori-

ties,
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ties, or the native officers of courts of justice s=—oT a
man of handsome appearance and high bearing, who
can feign the man of rank well. By such means
a man is enabled to get around him a few who will
‘consent to give him the fees and title of Jemadar ;
~ but it requires very high and numerous qualifica-
tions to gain a man the title of Subahdar. Wealth,
influence, talents, and high descent, it thus appears,
have the same power among Thugs which they
have elsewhere ; and, in the absence of all these,
impudent pretension will answer the purpose of the
adventurer who has confidence enough to assume

it. In this respect, at least, the polity of the Thugs

presents but a counterpart of what is passing else-
where,.

In contemplating the organization of these hordes
of murderers, it is difficult to conceive how they
continue to subsist. It might be hoped, that when
the villains who have grown grey in the practice of
assassination descend 'with their weight of crime to
the grave, some difficulty would be found in per-
petuating the succession-—that the profession would
decay, from the reluctance of the young and un-
contaminated to enter it. 'The initiation, however,
is progressive; and the force of habit gradually
overcomes the natural repugnance which, in every
human breast, wounld at first withdraw the hand from
the destruction of human life. The children of
’I‘hugs during their more tender years, ave, it

appears,

G,
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appears, kept in ignorance of the occupation of their
fathers. After a time, they are permitted ¢o accom-
pany them: but a veil is thrown over the darker
scenes of the drama. To the novice, indeed, the
expedition presents nothing but an aspect of plea~
sure. He is mounted cu a pony; and being, by
the laws of the Thugs, entitled to his share of the
booty, he receives a portion of it, in presents suited
to his years—the delight attending the acquisition -
o being unalloyed by any consciousness of the means
by which it has been obtained. The truth reveals -
itself by degrees. In a short time, the tyro
becomes aware that his presents are the fruits of
robbery. ~After a while, he has reason to suspect
that robbery is aggravated by a fouler crime: at
length, suspicion passes into certainty : and finally,
the pupil is permitted to witness the exercise of the
frightfal handicraft which he is destined to pursue.
The moral contamination is now complete ; but it is .
long before the disciple is entrusted with the per-
formance of the last atrocity. He passes through
along course of preparatory study ; being first em-
ployed as a scout, next as a sexton, then as a holder
of the limbs, before he is in any case thought worthy
of being elevated to the dignity of a strangler.

A too precipitate disclosure of the frightful truth
has sometimes produced fatal consequences. The
following affecting story, related by a Thug who
had become approver against his comrades, will

illustrate

L)
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illustrate this: and there is ‘reason to believe that
the case is not altogether without parallel. It is
admitted, indeed, that others have occurred re-
. sembling it in kind, though falling short of it in

degree == About twelve years ago,” said the nar-
~ rator, “my cousin, ‘Aman Subahdar, took out with

~ us my cousin Kuwhora, brother of Omrow approver,

@ lad of fourteen, for the first time. He was
mounted upon a pretty pony; and Hursooka, an
adopted son of Aman’s, was appointed to.take charge
of the boy.  We fell in with five Sicks; and when

we set out before daylight in the morning, Hur-
sooka, who had been already on three expeditions, .

was ordered to take the bridle, and keep the hoy
in the rear, ouf, of sight and hearing. The boy
became alarmed and impatient, got away from
Hursooka, and galloped wup at the instant ‘the
“I hirnee, or signal for muvder, was given. He heard
 the screams of the men, and saw them all strangled.
He was seized with a trembling, and fell from his
pony : he became immediately delirious, was dread-
fully alarmed at the turbans of the murdered men,
and, when any one touched or spoke to him, talked
wildly about the murders, screamed as if in sleep,
and trembled violently, We could not get him
forward ;. and, after burying the bodies, Aman, my-
sclf, and a few others, sat by him while the gang
went on : we were very fond of him, and tried all
we could to tranquillize him, but he never recovered

28378 ° i
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‘his senses, and beiow evening he died. -v-I have seen
© many instances of feelings greatly shocked at the
 sight of the first murdt.r, but never one so strong '
a8 this,  Kurhora was a very fine boy ; and Hur'
sooka took hig desth much to heart, and turne
. Byragee. He is now at some temple on the banh
of the Nerbudda river.” A i Ml
One of the most remarkable features in this, nar--'
. rative is the expression of affection for the unha.ppy i
. boy, by a man steeped in blood and guilt. The
difficulty of supposing the better affections of e
heart to subsist in conjunction with the exercise of
the trade of murder led Captain Sleeman to ask
the individual who related the story, if the children
~ of Thugs continued to reverence their fathers after
they became acquainted with their occupation.
The answer was brief and decisive, and apparently
given without any fecling that the fact averred re-
~ quired explanation, or was caleulated to excite sur-
prize. . The party interrogated  calmly replied,
“The same: we love them, and they love us. e
Such is the inconsistency of human nature!

The indiscriminate slaughter in which these
miscreants might be tempted to indulge, is in some
degree restrained by superstition. It is deemed
unlucky to kill certain castes and classes ; end their
members are therefore usually respected. The most
important and extended exception to the general
rule of murder is that of the female sex. Thugs,

' “who

Al T e T
Lo .'w“‘p W
i



who ha.ve any rua,l regard to the prxnclples which

they profess to respect, mever take the lives of
| women. It cannot, however, be supposed that
o sucha rule should be invariably observed by such

persons as form the society of Thugs; and, in fact,
_-'as_constantly violated. ¢ Among us,” said one of

T the approvers 1nte1r0£§‘~.“"3d'- by Captain Sleeman,

| I_I'-'f‘:"i:t'is. a rule never to kill a woman; but i a rich
. lold woman is found, the gang sometimes get a
_wman to strangle her, by giving him an extra share

mn mwmzms ﬁF mz muns ; iy

; 'flaf the booty, and mducmg him to take the respon- |

: 'slblhty upon himself.  We have sometimes killed
. other prohibited people, particularly those of low

' caste, whom we ought not even to have touched.”

' 'The Thugs of Hindostan, it is said, are less scru-
_ pulous about the raurder of women than those of
‘the Decean; and even with the former, the prac-
tice ibnallcﬂ'ed to be rather of recent origin. It bhas
 been seen, that age has had some share in deter-
. mining the fate of females; and it appears, frorm

the confessions of some of the criminals, that the

possession of beauty has been allowed to operate as
a protection. Feringcea, a Hindostan Thug, says:

1 and my cousin Aman Sabahdar were with a

gang of 150 Thugs, on an expedition through Raj-
" pootana, about thirteen years ago, when we met a
handmaid of the Peshwa Bajee Row's, on her way

 from Poona to Cawnpore.. We -intended to kill

her md her followers; but we found her very
benu’uful

L]
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beautiful ; and after having her, and her party, three
days. within our grasp, and knowing that they had =
a lac and a half of rupees’ worth of property,in
jewels and other thmgs, with them, we let her and
all her party go: we had talked to her, and feli:
love towards her, for she was very beautiful.’—
Beauty, however, does not always disarm these mur-
. derers. Another beautiful female, respecting whom
the sanie witness was questioned, was sacrificed
without remorse. Feringcea endeavoured to throw
the guilt of this transaction tpon the Muqsulmans
of the gang, and to exonerate those of his own
creed from participation. “ We none of us,” said
he, “ ventured near the palanquin : the Mussulmans
were the only men who approached her before the
murder.”—The comparative forbearance of the Hin.
doos, in all similar transactions, is a point that was
strongly urged by many of the witnesses. Being |
questioned as to the murder of a female named
Kalee Bebee, which had excited some interest, the
' account given was such as to clear the Hindoo
portion of the gang from the guilt of engaging in
the act, and even to represent them as actively
opposing it ; but it does not appear that their con-
scientiousness extended to the length of finally de-
clining all participation in the spoil, and a few su-
perstitious  ceremonies soon reconciled all diffe-
vences. If the evidence of the approver is to be
eredited, disputes arose between the Mussulmans
and



‘and the I-Imdoos, both before and after the murder.
The Mussulmans insisted upon killing the laﬂy, as
she ha.d four, thousand rupees’ worth of property

. with her: the Hindoos would not agree.  She was

:'kl]led however, with all her followers, twelve in

" number ; ‘but it is added, that, in the first instance,
* the Hindoos refused to take any part of the booty-—

‘that the two p&]‘tleb even came to blows;—at last,
 the Hindoos gave in, and consented to share i all,
ot the clothes and ornaments which the women
' 'wme This compromise between cupidity and su-
. perstition put an end to the dispute for a time; but
when Pursat am Benhman, one of the Hindoo con-

splrators, returned home, Rae Sing, his brother,

refused to eats drink, or smoke with him, till he had
puryed himself from this great sin; and he, with
two others, gave a feast that cost them a thousand
rupees each. This feast, at which four or five
 thousand Brahmans were assembled, made all right.
Some associations pndc themselves upon their
purity in this respect. One of the Behar Thugs
being asked if that body ever murdered women,
answered, with much warmth,  Never! we should
" not murder a woman, if she had a lac of rupees
upon her.” A member of the Doab fraternity, who
was present, immediately added, “ Nor would the

Doab Thugs, if she had two lacs upon her.”
Among the privileged classes, are, washermen
and poets professors of dancing, blacksmiths and
carpen-

AND inrwns op THE THUGS. 8
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: oa.rpenters, musicians, oil-venders, and swaepers,'
‘Ganges water-carriers if they have the water actu-
ally’ with them, but if their pots be empty they are

~ subject to the general law of destruction, Madaree

Fakeers, and, in some districts, Sieks. The maimed
and the leprous ave also spared; but P'erhaps the i
origin of the latter exemption is ascribable to the
fear of contamination, rather than to humanity. The
sacred cow, in the eyes of all Hindoos who have
any pretensions to consistency, is a protection toits
possessor : art is however sometimes resorted to, for
the purpose of removing this impediment to busi-
ness. A party of Thugs projected the murder of
fourteen persons, including several women; but
the design could not be carried into effect, because
the victims had a cow with them. With some
difficulty, they were persuaded to sell the cow to
the Thugs ; who, to induce the travellers to consent
to the sale, pretended that they had vowed to make
an offering of a cow at Shaphore, and were much
i want of one, . The cow was actually presented
to a Brahman at Shaphore; and the obstacle being
removed, the whole of the unsuspectmg travellers,
including the females, were, two or three hours
afterwards, strangled. Such are the fruits of the
horrible creed which overspreads and darkens so
large a portion of the East ! | |
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Tm.a practicé of Mhuggee is not confined to
- .-ﬁladventurers upon land.  The rivers of India are in-
 fested by bands of frosh-water pirates, having sirilar

ha,blts to those of the land hmgs, holding the
same feeling, and differing only £ ¢ a1 them in a fow

trifling partwlﬂars These ruftlans go in congidera-
ble parties, and have generally several boats at the
ghdt at the same time.  Their murders are always
perpetrated in the day-time. Those who do the work
of ‘the boatmen are dressed like other boatmen ;
but those who are to take a part in the operations
are dressed like travellers of great respectability ;
and there are no boats on the river kept so clean
and inviting for travellers,. When going up the
river, they always pretend to be men of some con.
sideration, going on pilgrimage to some sacred place,
as Benares, Allahabad, &c.  When going down,
they pretend to be returning home from such places.
They send out their Sothas, or inveiglers, well
dressed, upon the high roads; who pretend to be
going by water to the same pla.ces as the travellers
they fall in with. On coming to the ghét, they see

2 these
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these nme—lookmg ‘boats, Wlth the. respectably—
dressed Thugs amusing themselves, They ask the
Manj jee (captain) of the boat totake them and the tra-
vellers on board, as he can afford to do so cheaper_
than others, having, apparently, his boat alr eady en-::'--

- gagedby others. He pretends tobe pushedfor room;
and the Thugs pretend to be unwilling to have any
- more passengers on board. At last he yields to the
earnest requests of the inveiglers, and the travellers
are taken up. = They go off into the middle of the
river; those above singing and playing, _and making
a great noise; while the travellers are murdered in-
side, at the signal, given by three taps, that all is
clear, and their bodies thrown into the river. The
boat then goes on to some other ghat, having
landed the inveiglers again upon the roads.

The peculiarities by which the river Thugs are
distinguished from  their fellows on shore will be
best illustrated by the testimony of one of the latter
class, who was consequently well qualified to ob-
serve and report on the subject. = This person,
who had been admitted as evidence against some
votaries, of Thuggee, stated, that his personal
knowledge of the river Thugs was confined to a
single occasion. His relation was as follows :——
 About fourteen years ago, | had been on an ex-
pedition from Chupra to Moorshedabad. We were
twenty-two  Thugs, under Sewbuns Jemadar, who
was a Rajpoot, | Two of our gang, Khoda Buksh :

| and



: :',--and Alee Ya.r, had Oﬁ:en served with the river i

! -""J.’hugs and used to interest us byf talking about
their modes of promdmg On the other mde of
Ea,]md.hul we fell in with two of these Thugs

They had two ‘bandles of clothes, and pretended to-
be going on a pllgnma.ge ; and had with them five
_ ifff,travel]em, whom they had picked up on the road.
. Sewbuns recognised them immediately, and Alec
'_ f_'-Yar and Khoda Buksh found in them old ac-
i quaintances.  They got into conversation with

g o
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them, and it was  agreed that %wbuns, Yand |

' Dhorda Kormee should go with them, and s¢e how

they did their work, while the rest of the gang
went on along the bank of the river. W¢ em-

_ batked at Rajmahul. = The travellers sat on one

_side of the boat, and the Thugs on the other; while
. we were all three placed in the stern; the Thugs
on our left, and the travellers on our right. Some
of the Thugs, dressed as boatmen, were above deck,

~ and others walking along the bank of the river, and

pulling the boat by the goon or rope; and all, at

the same time, on the look out. We came up with
2 gentleman’s pinnace and two baggage-boats, and
were obliged to stop and let them go on.  The
travellers seerned anxious; but were quietcd by
being told that the men at the rope were tired and
must take some refreshment. They pulled out
something,'mld' began to eat; and when the pinnace
had got on a good way, they resumed their work,
| D and
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' a.nd our boat proceeded Iy was' now a&ernoon,"
‘and when a signal was given above that all was

1 | 'c]ear, the five Thugs who sat oppos:te the tra-

vellers spmng in. upon them, and, with the atd oi’ i
others, strangled them. ‘They put the roomal:
round the mneck from the front, while all other .
Thugs put it round from behind : they thus push,
them back, while we push them forward Having
strangled the five men, they broke their spinal
bones ; and then threw them out of a hole made at
the side, into the river; and kept on their course ;
 the boat bemg al] thls time pulled a.long by the
men on the ban R |
 The diyision of the boofy seems to have been
charactenzed by a very moderate portion of good
faith. ~The witness continued:—“ The booty
amounted to about two hundred rupees. . We
claimed and got a share for all our party ; and
Sewbuns declared that we were twenty-nine, while
we were really only twenty-three, and got a shure
for that number : he cheated them out of the share
of six men.  We landed that night, and re‘]omed_'
our gang; and operated upon the roads leading
along the river Ganges till we got to the Morma-
keya ghat where there is an invalid station, about
four cose the other side of Bar. Here we fell in
with the same party of Pungoos or river Thugs,
who had three travellers with them. 1 did not join
them thig time:; but Sewbuns, with two other
members,
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members o our gang, went on board, and eaw'
% them st:a.ngled ey Gt |

* Another witness gave testlmony nea11y smnlm. )
fat lee the former, he had enjoyed but a single op-
i-". __""portunlty of observation. He said: I had been
| on one expedition with Dﬂawur Khan, and one

;-""-"-Wlth Futteh Khan: and after these 1 went with

| Bhowur Khan and Mamdun, two 'Lodaha Thugs,

0 and joined Jhoulee Khan the Fair, and Gholamun.

:_Jheulee Khan had a man to carry his bundle, by
. name Na,t:hoo as he was to act this season with

Jypaul Kaet, a Jemadar of the Punrroos or river

| Thugs. He acted as their Sotha, or inveigler, this

~season.  We joined Jypaul at the Mormakeya
ghat, where he had two boats at the different ghats,
two and three cose from each other. Jhoulee

Khan brought two Beetoos to the hoa,t which Jypaul

commanded in person; and Bhowur Khan and I

embarked with them. ~ As soon as we had all got_'
on board, Jypaul said, in Rumasee, “ Let the Boras

~ (Thugs)  separate themselves from the Beetoos
(those not Thugs) :” and we did so, leaving the two
travellers together. Four men were on the bank,
pulling along the boat: one was at the helm, acting
_ atthe same time as the Bykureea or spy, and seven
of the gang were below with us and the travellers.
‘We had got on about a cose, when the Pykmeea at
the helm, seeing all clear, called out ¢ Bhugna ko
pahm do, * Give my smter’s son pawn.” This was their

D 2 mode
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' mode of giving the T hirnee, or signal; and the two
. Beetoos were strangled.  After ‘strangling them,
they broke their spimal bones, by putting their knees
upon their backs, and pulling up their heads “and
shoulders. After doing this,_they'-pushérd the bodies
out of a kind of window in the vessels side. - Every |
boat has two of these windows, one on eja,ch' side’s
and they put the bodies out, of that towards the
yiver. They break the spinal bones to prevent all
chance of the people recovering and giving evidence
against them. We generally stab the dead bodies
through, on both sides, under the arm-pits; but
they are afraid to ocut or stab the body, lest there
should be signs of blood upon the water, as the
corpses pass other boats that are following them on
theriver. . We got only sixteen gundas of pice, two
brass lotahs, and the old clothes which the two men ¥
wore : it was hardly worth dividing.  But coming
on near Monghere, Jhoulee Khan, with whom we
had landed and gone along the road near the river,
inveigled another man, a Beetoo from Bengal, going
to Guya on pilgrimage, who yicﬂded sixteen gundas
of rupees; andwe six got fifteen of them amongus;
at least, Jhoulee Khan shared only fifteen with us,
The traveller was disposed of in the same manner
as the others, I believe ; but T did not go on board
this time, Jhoulee Khan and Bhowur Khan em~
harked with him, and brought back our share of the
booty. After this affair I left them near Monghere,
- as
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were no Thugs of my own clan or district,  They

. were all Bungoos and Loduhas.”—The sentiment
1 ',-of this ruﬂ"mn must be felt to be tmly aff'ectmg!

The followmg report of a case of river Thuggee

| '5'_-_'-:-drawn up by the Magistrate of Furreedpore, e

. 'be suﬂiuent to c.omplate tho plcture Yt

ol “In July ]a,s-t? two men, one a Muss_ulman, the
- other a Hindoo, left Dacca together for Furreed-

~ pore, where they never arrived. Inquiries were

made in both Zillahs, through the police, but with-
bu_t effect. Tt was stated that they had fifteen rupees
‘with them, and that there were two other passen-
gers on the same boat. In September, a man
named Bholanath Chung was brought to we: he
stated, that, in Magh of that year, he and several
others went to Rungpore with two tobacco-mer-
chants as passengers, strangled them with angoo-

chas, and threw them into the river, and got forty

rupees from them. Hig relation, Suroop Chung,

* he said, knew more of this, and might know some-
thing of the Dacca case, Suroop was sent for; and
came and deposed that he and five others were at
Dacca in a pulwar. ' They took two passengers on
board, to bring them to Furrecdpore-—one a Mussul-

. man, the other a Hindoo; took them to a Chur

' sand-bank ‘about two hours’ journey distance from

Dacca, there strangled them wn-,h angoochas, threw
| the

4

" _asI got very littles and grow melancholy, ag there
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the bod:es overboard and went back, through Da.cca,
'to Naraigunje: got fifteen rupees, and other pro-
perty, from them : two of the leaders of the gang
dressed themselves up as Brahmins, and seated
| themselves in the boat as passengers, to inspire confi-
. dence. They afterwards added, that there were two
‘boats, one a panchway with five men iniit, besides the
- pulwar. These men, he afterwards veported, were
in the pa.nc,hway close to Furreedpore, having come
for passengers at the Doorga Poojah. They were.;_'_
seized, four in number. At first, all told contradxm _
tory stories as to where they had been, &c.; afterw -
wards, three confessed ;—two, to ha.vmg been Mul-'
lahs (sailors) of the boat on which the two missing
passengers left Dacca, wiﬂ]‘,pther..parficﬁﬁlafs];-;'__:-the
third, to baving told a false story at the rengs.t_,iof
the others.  His brother was one of the party at
Dacca ; but being sick, had staid at home, and he
had td.ken his place. In the boat was found a
doty, recognised by the friends of the Hindoo;
~also a Mussulman dress and piece of cloth, recogni-
sed by the friends of the missing Mussulman ;-
but the latter could bring no witness to swear to
them. There were also found in the boat  two
Brahminical tlsreadg!_,.'_thoﬁgh all the boatmen were
Chandals. The Nazir and a Mohurir were sent to
take up all the persons implicated in these con-
fessions,  T'wo others, who were faken up, con-
fessed; and one produced from his house a lota,
v\_hlch



-'whwh he said had been ]ns share of the spoil. This
had before been mentioned as having been with the

deceased, and was identified by three or four wit-

. 'hesses, The brother of one of the missing men,
who had accompanied them to the boat, deposed
i il 'tha.t the panchway which was seized near Furreed-

\ Ppore was the same as that in which the missing

"’J?tnen went. He also swore that he believed that

 two of the prisoners were two of the men he saw in
-f'j'fthe boat; the one, one of the Brahmin passengers;

Sl the other, one of the Mullahs (sailors).  Suroop,

who first gave information and had been promised

‘pardon, was admitted as a witness against the

. others, of whom ecight were made over for trial

. “In the above case, a man named Surbul Dam

was named in Suroop's confession. On being taken
_up in the Mofussil, he denied; but when examined
 byme, though he denied all knowledge of the Dacca
case, he confessed, that in May and June he went
with a numbers of others in three boats, one a pul-
war; that they first took on board, in Mymunsing
(close to the borders of Furreedpore), two Tanties
(weavers), on pretenee of buying cloths from them ;
that he went on shore for a short time; and on
coming back, saw the cloths, but not the Tanties.
The cloths were divided among the party, and he
' concluded the Tanties were murdered. They went
to Rungpore; and they were coming back when they
iell m mth g boat laden with tobacco and hemp,

going
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gomg to Seraagurx;e. There were ﬁve meu in zt

They kept with this boat for a day or two. At

last," on pretence of singing Hurry Sbot, they got
‘the five men of the tobacco-boat to sit down with

them in a circle, and then strangled them all wuh i

'a.ngoocha& ;' one man performing the operation

“on each, whilst the others ‘held their bands and

feet and pressed upon their stomachs. They threw
_the bodies into the river ; and went down the strea.mi
till evening with both boats; when they put the

hemp and tohacc_o into  their own pulwar, and
sunk the boat of the men they had murdered, by
‘breaking two holes through the bottom of it with a
hatchet: They returned, and sold the tobacco and
hemp at Manickgunje, in this district.~—The per-
sons implicated by this statement were all taken up ;

three confessed, according to the statement of
Surbul Pam, but more clearly.  They also said,

there were only two boats, and in'-all"-texl nen ;
which, on comparison of the statements, was evi-
dently the true one.  One of these was Bholanath,
the first informer. Both he and another, Kissen

Mohun, said they saw the two Tauties strangled,

One other man owned having been a party to the
sale of the hemp and tobacco which they brought
from Rungpore: he was one of the leaders of the
gang. In nearly all their houses a bundle of to-

bacco was found.  On inquiry, the heirs of the two

Tanties were discovered : they were residents in

Furreed-



| _Furreedpore + their brothers went to a place in
Mymunsing to se,ll some r-lothq, and never returned :
the time of their d.tsappeamnce, and places they were

;c_dming from and going to, agreed with the state-
_ ments of the prisoners.  They did not effect a sale

I'"’"f'.of their cloths at Mymunsing, and were coming
back with them. Some very fine piecces of cloth,

found in the prisoners’ hands, bore the same mark

' ns that used by the deceaseds but they could not be
identified by oath. The heirs of the five men in the
tobacco-boat were likewise found: fonr of them

resided in Mymunsing: they hired out their boat

' and services to a. Mahajun merchant at Seraigunje;
 went with a cargo of salt to Rungpore, and were
coming back with tobacco and hemp when they

were thus mardered. = The fifth person was a man

sent by the Gomashta to pilot them. Intelligence

had duly been given to the police at Rungpore;

and the wmagistrate of that district reported, that a
boat, answering in description to the one described
by Surbul Dam, had been found, with two holes cut
through the bottom. The place where it was
found agreed also with Surbul Dam’s statement.
The boat was sent for; and also the Rungpore
Gomashta, who proved the despatch of the hemp
and tobacco. The sale of it at Manickgunje was

proved by the merchant who effected it: four of

. the prisoners were identified as parties to the sale,
which was regularly entered in the books. The
boat

| Awp PchlcfEs OF THE THUGS. i
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boat was lden’clﬁed both by the relations of the'
deceased who owned it, and by the witnesses who
 were admitted as King’s evidence against the others.
- It'had been repaired, but the original size of the
two holes had been marked out. Two men wore
admitted as witnesses against the others: eight
were made over for the murder of the two Tanties
~and the five tobacco boatmen; and one for re-
ceiving and assisting at the sale of the tobacco.
. Inthe house of one of the non-confessing prisoners,
“in the Dacca case, was found a brass Belu; which
was recognised by a Gwala at Furreedpore, as
having been with his brother when he and two
others 1eft Fm'reedpore for Mymunsing in January
1834 : they have never since been heard of It
i regularly entered in the list of property lost,
which was given in when they were declared
missing.  Unfortunately, no other witness to the
property has yet been found.” Tl
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~ than those which prevail in the East.  That glant
power, which has held the human race in chaing

 wherever the pure and unadulterated doctrines of

Revelation have not penetrated, has in India re-

. welled in the wantonness of prosperity ; the foun-

dations of delusion have been laid wide and deep;
the poison of a false and brutalizing creed has been
insinuated into every action of daily life; the most

obvious distinctions of right and wrong have been

obliterated ; and men have been encouraged to be-
lieve, that, while stifling the best and strongest
feelings of nature, and violating the plainest rules
of social duty, they were but fulfilling their des-
_ tined part in the scheme of the world, and even
paying homage to those invisible forms which they
were bound, both by conscience and interest, to re-

verence.
The

g Tur dark and cheerless night of superstition,
L which has long clouded the moral vision of India,
_-_ihas given rise to institutions and practices so
~ horrible and fantastic, that, without the most con-
A :vmcmg evidence, thur existence could not be cre-

 dited by minds trained under happier circumstances.

Q
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The fact of the existence of Lhe cald~bloodeﬂ"1:

' -'-mwcl cants who in India make a trade of ‘LSS&SSiq :

‘nation, is sufficiently horrible : but when it is added%
that their occupation is sanctified by the national
i religion —that the Thugs regard themselves as enL )
gaged in the especial service of one of the dark.
divinities of the Hindoo creed-—-—-that the mstrur--
ments of murder are in their eyes holy—and that
their faith in the protection of their goddess, andi
the perpetuity of their craft, is not to be shaken~+
we must be struck by the reflection, that we ha.ve '
opened a page in the history of man, fearfal _.anc_!-
humiliating beyond the ordinary records of iniquity.
The genius of Paganism, which has deified every
vice, and thus provided a justification of the indul-
~ gence of every evil propensity, has furnished the
Thugs with a patron goddess, worthy of thosé
whom she is believed to protect. Of Kalee, the
deity of destruction, they are the most devout
and  assiduous worshippers: in her name they
practise their execrable art; and their victims, are '
held to be immolated in her honour. |
‘This horrible dwlnlty they believe to hzwe for -
merly co-operated more directly with her votaries
it D hugs, by dlsposmg of the bodies of those'
whom  they destroyed. Kalee, however, ‘chose
to be secret in her operations; and the _'.!.‘hugé-
~ were prohibited from looking back, to sce what
she was about. All was well, so long as they
| ' " obs jerved
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i ﬂbserved thJS rule but the surwces of the goddess '_ '

a8 a sezxtoness were lost thmugh the careless-

6 Hess for indiscreet  ouriosity of one of the asso-
e Clﬂ.thI‘t. Of the cu‘cumsta.nces *Lttendant on this

Al ”mzscha.nce, there are' different versions; and at

"least two are in pretf}f general circulation. = Ac-

t.ordmg to one, prevalent in the Deccan, a party of
. Thugs, having destroyed a tr aveller, left the body,
as usual, unburied, in perfect confidence of receiv-

| ing the wonted aid from the goddess. A novice,
. however, unguczrdedly looking behind him, saw the

| patroness of the Thugs in the aot of feasting on

the corpse, one half of it hanging out of hgr_ ly

mouth. According to another report, the person
| looking back was a slave; and the goddess was
engaged, not in satisfying the demands of hunger,

or gratifying a taste for luxury, by swallowing the
. murdered traveller, but in tossing the body into

~ the air ;—for what purpose does not appear. The
offence to the goddess is said, also, to have been

a.ggra,vated by the fact, that she was not attired |
‘with sufficient strictness to satisfy her sense of

decorum. 'Both tales agree, in 1'epresenting"the

goddess as highly displeased, and as visiting her
. displeasure upon her servants, the Thugs, by con-
- demning them to bury their victims themselves.
According to the Southern version indeed, like a
- wise and beneficent potentate, she tempered justice

With mercy, for though she refused any longer to

relieve
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| Ireheve the carth of the Ioathsome bui‘dens Wlth' '
~ which her worshlppers encumbered it, she was so
' considerate as to present her friends with one of
her teeth for a ‘pickaxe, a rib for a knife, and the

. hem of her lower garment for a noose. Whether
- or mot this origin of the pzckaxe be generally re-
coived, it is certain that this instrument is held

by the Thugs throughout India in the highest ves
- meration.  Its fabrication is. superintended with'

the greatest care; and it is consecrated to the holy e

duty to which it is destined, with many ceremonies,

In the first place, a lucky day must be fixed”'_ o

upon ;  the leader of the gang then instruets o
smith to make the required tool, and the process
is conducted with the most profound secrecy. The
door is peremptorily closed against all intrusiony
the leader never quits the forge while the ma.nu-v'-_ |
facture is going on; and the smith must engage in
no other work, till his sacred task is completed. |
The pickaxe being made, must next be consecrated.
Certain days of the week are deemed more au-
' spicious for this purpose than the rest: Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday, enjoy the dig-
tinction, Care is taken that the shadow of no

o living  thing may fall on the axe, as ‘this would

contaminate the devoted implement, and frustrate -
all the pains that had been taken in its formation.
A Dogtor most deeply versed in the lparning of
the Thugs undertakes the solemn office of conse-
: | cration.
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| cl‘atlon._ He sits down thh his face: to the West,' i
i iahd receives the pxcka:{e--'-m a brass. dish. The

' _mstrument which is to supply the want ‘oceasioned

: by the cessation of the goddess’s personal labours
i first. washed in water, which is received into a

| pit dug for the purpose.  The pickaxe then receives

. three further ‘ablutions; the material employed in
each bemg more expenswe and valuable than that
‘used in the first. The second washing is made

. with a mixture of sugar and waters the third with

""':_:_,'sour milk; and the fourth with ardent spirits.

| The pickaxe is then marked, from the ‘head !
" to the point, with seven spots. In performing

 this operation, the material used is meither very .
| valudble nor very dignified, it being nothing but
common red-lead. The brass dish, on which the

 pickaxe was handed to the officiating Thug, now

 comes into play again : the pickaxe is placed upon
ity with a cocoa-nut, sorae cloves, white sandal-
 wood, sugar, and a few other articles. A fire is

~next kindled, and the fuel must consist of dried

cow-dung, and the wood of the Mango ' or Byr

tree. All the articles deposited in the brass pan
_ are, with the exception of the cocoa-nut, thrown

into the fire ; and when the flame rises, the Thug

priest, holding the pickaxe with both hands, passes
it seven times through the fire. The cocoanut is

 now stripped of its outer coat, and placed on the

- ground. . The comptroller of the pickaxe, holding
: : it
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_"1t by the poznt then sa.ys i Shall I s,trlke ?” Thie__ |
‘bystanders signifying their assent, he stmkes the o
cocoanut with the butt end of the plckaxe, and. .

breaks it, exc]almmg, “ All hail, mighty Dayvy. (the-
':goddess) great Mother of us all!” The surrounding
spectators respond, “ All hail, Davy! and prospar".-"
the Thugs!” = This is a most interesting and exci~ =
ting moment to the Thugs ; for upon the ha,rdmsslg

‘of the nut, the skill of the operator, and the accl~

dental circumstances which may affect the force or.
direction of the blow, depend the reahzatxon of the
hopes of the community.  If the ¢cocoa-nut be not
severed at one blow, all the Iahour is thrown away ;
the goddess is understood to be unpropitious; an-
- other day must be selected for the repetition of the
ceremonies, and all the trouble be inewrred agaiu

If, however, the nut is cleft at once, the proof of
the approval of the g_)oddes,, is wdmputahle The
- whole of the shell, and some of the kernel of the

nut, is thrown into the fire; the pickaxe is care-

fully tied up in a clean white cloth, and, being
placed on-the ground to the West, the assembled
spectators, turning in that direction, prostrate 'them-f
selves in adoration hefore * that which their own
fingers have made”; that which the labour of the
smith might have fashioned with equal facility
info an anect of reverence or of contempt; and
which, while it receives divine honour 8, is. desti-
ned to assist in a series of acts, at once horrible

by

¢



_':by thelr gmlt and dlsgustmg by thelr 1oa.thsome-

e ness.

: gk Outraged by the deﬁ]mg touch of some human foot.

. 'These eccremonies, elaborate as they are, suffice

i only for a smgle @‘erdltlm'l. At the commence-
. ment of every fresh series of adventures, they must
:'._.:he repea.ted | | il

' When the sacred plcka,xe is thllb pr epared the

iy ' The ceremony of prostration concluded all pre-
| senit receive a portion of the cocoa-nut : the frag-
 ments are then collected, and thrown into the pit
'I'Whlch had been previously prepared, lest, if they
..'.'fremamed on the ground, the sacred relics might be

I mn Pmmch OF rm: mues. . ' -4;9'

e next pomt is, to place it in safe (,ust,ody titismot

~ every Thug who can be trusted with it. The person
who bears it is selected, prmupally, for hig shrewd-
ness, caution, and sobriety. It is, however, mﬂy
when on a journcy that it is entrusted to human
care at all.  When in camp, it is deposxted in the

earth, under the especial protection of the goddess.
 When huried, it is always placed with the pont

towards the ‘direction in which the party intend to
proceed ; and they have the fullest confidence, that
if another course is to be preferred, the point will

be found to have veered round so as to indicate the

better way. Certain classes of the Thugs, when

halting, throw their insirument into a well; and

. the received belief is, that, when wanted, it will
come up of 1tself 1f summoned in' due form.

B Of
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Of caurse, the. mstnwted know ’netter ) but all pro-
fess implicit belief in the miraculous egress of the
pickaxe from the well into which it is thrown. One

_ ofthe Thugs, mterroéated by Captain Sleeman, said: i,

 “We have all of us seen the sacred pickaxe spring
in the mor ning from the well mt_o which it had been

~ thrown overnight, and come to the hands of the man
who carried it, at his cali: nay, we bwe seen the i
pickaxes of different gangs all come up of them- =
selves, from the same well, at the same tune, and go

 to their several bearers.” On being reminded of the
extraordinary feats performed by jugglevs, the Thug
replied, with great energy:  What ! shall not a hun-

. dred generations of Thugs be able to distinguish the
tricks of man from the miracles of God? Is there not
the difference of heaven and earth between them ?

Is not one a mere trick; and the other a miracle, wit-
nessed by hundreds assembled at the same time ?”
 ~~Captain Sleeman then said to another Thug:
‘ Sahib Khan, you are more sober than Nasir; haye
you ever seen it 27 The answer was :  On one ex-
pedition only. I was obliged to fiy from Telingana
when Major Parker and Captain Sheriff made their
inroad upon us (Gurdee), and I went and joined
the Arcot gangs,  During a whole expedition that
1 made with them, Imam Khan and his brother
' ca.rned the pickaxes; and I heard them, repe&tedly,:
in the moming call them from the well into which
~ they had thrown them overnight, and saw the
pickaxes
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it

.'.'.""PlckaXes come s of themselves from the well and fa,llf_ . I

. into: their aprons, which they held open t}zus

.here he mhiblted the rnode o

'No one acquainted mth the a,lmost superhuman

dexter;ty of Indian jugglers will feel much surprise
i at these feats, = Their prevalonce only shews the
o extent to Whlc'h delusion may be carried, in a

_ country where human intellect has been long pro- |

~ strated by a bmtahzmg superstltwﬂ.

. When the pickaxe is buried, no foot must touch
 the earth which coversit; nor must it, at any time,
. be approached by an unclean animal, or any ob-
_ject which bears contamination. After each time
that it has been used for the preparation of a grave,
it must be submitted to the purific ation of the bath.
If the pickaxe fall from the hand of the man
who bears it, dismay spreads through the gang.

The omen is regarded as of the most fearfid dc—-'

scrlptxon : its horrors are aggravated by the uncer-
. tainty, as to the. nature of the approaching evil, and
| even as to the party upon whom it is to descend,
| The omen may indicate the death of the individual
~ who had the care of the sacred weapon, and who,
 through heedlessness, or misfortune, or unavoidable
fatality, suffered it to drop from his embrace : or it
may forebode some dreadful reverse to the fortunes
. of the gang.' Measures are inimedia-tely taken to

 frustrate the evil token; and the first step 1y, to

' deprive the unhappy pickaxe-bearer of his office,
: R @i  The
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The enterprxse in ha.nd whatevcr 1t mlght be, 13 ._

 immediately abandoned; and the pickaxe must
"imdergo a fresh consecration.  Tven these precau- .

tions are msufﬁment to restore things to thelr oni-

,.gmal state. the mlsfo*-tune operates, upon fhe.:;:
. gang to whom it happens, as a sentence of excom-
'mumcahon from the society of all faithful Thug‘s
- No other party will ever associate with one whose =
plc]{axe has fallen, lest they should be involved in i

 the evil which is a.pprehended to t]w 0 doomed"_. )
ones.” |
The pickaxe affords the most solemn sanct,lon of e
an oath among these murderers; and if any sane-
tion can bind their consmences it is, perhaps, the
only one capable of effecting that purpose. Cqma-
pared with it, neither the water of the Ganges
weighs with the Hindoo, nor the Koran with the
Mussulman., When the sacred pickaxe is not at
hand, recourse is had to various expedients to re-
medy the want, and to give validity to the admini-
stration of an oath. A piece of “cloth 15 made up
into the form of the pickaxe, and duly consecrated :
the person sworn then places his hand upon it,
or holds it in both hands ; and, after the administra-
tion of the oath, drinks water in which the Jepre;-'
sentative of the revealed instrument has been
washed. In other msfances, he goes before the
~ image of the goddess, with the emblem of the
-plckaxe in his ha.nd, and there takes the oath. If
| a clnth




.':a cloth is not convemently to’ be had even mud
moulded into the proper form, and duly submitted

_to the ceremonies of _consecration, will answer the

"purpose.s | “If any man swears to a falsehood

._ .j_-'_'upﬂn a pmkaxe pmporly _consecrated,” said the
. Thags, “ we will consent to be hanged if he sur-

. vive the time appointed. Appoint one, two, or
. three days, when he swears, and we pledge our-

. selves that he does not live a moraent beyond the
. time: he will die a horid death; his head will

furn round his face towafds tha back: ; and he will

it writhe in torture till he dies.” The infliction of
'\ this miserable fa,tc, some, even of the most intelli-

“gent of the Thug fratemity, declared that they had

often seen. The pickaxe is, in short, the standard,

- round which all the gloomy family of Thug super-
stitions rally : it is regarded as the great source
- of security and prosperity : ~— the instrument  of
strangulation is held in esteem; but that of burial,

in infinitely more—the Thugs think of it with
 enthusiasm. “ Do we not,” said one, interrogated

by Captain Sleeman, ““ do we not worship it every
seventh day ? Is it not our standard ? Is its sound
ever heard, when digging the grave, by any but a
Thug ? And can any man even swear to a false-

hood upon it 17— How could we dig graves,” agked

another, “with any other instrument ? This is the
| one appmh‘ted by Davy (the goddess), and conse-
~ orated ; and we should never ha.ve survived the
| ' attempt

Awm I’RA.(:'I‘I(ES or THE THUGS GG
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"_attempt to use any other o I\a m.m..” ! was
_ added, “ but a Thug, who has been a strangler, aud-.._

is remarkable for his clf,anlme%s and decorum, e

i '-pernntted to cary 'y 1t,

_ . But though the plcka:xe 18 the great symhol of
o their profession, and the devout object of their care,

. b respect in which it is held is but one of the i

i degrading and fnghtﬁﬂ superstitions by which these i

murderers  steel their hearts to encounter the
horrors of their wretched profesmon |



 CHAP.IV. |

e

. Tug authority for the mode of murder practised
by the Thugs is traced, like all their other usages,
o the tremendous goddess whom they serve. It
~ seems, that, in remote .ag'es," a demon infested the

earth, and devoured mankind as soon as created.
"The proportions of this devouring monster were 50
gigantic, that the water did not reach his waist
1in the most unfathomable parts of the ocean ; and
he strode over the world unrestrained, rioting in

the destruction of the human race. The world was

thus kept unpeopled, until the goddess of the Thugs
came to the réscue.’ She attacked the demon, and
cut him down ; but from every drop of his blood
_another demon arose ; and though the goddess con-

tinued to cut down these rising demons with won-

‘derful alacrity and scientific skill, fresh broods of

demons sprung from their blood, as from that of their

progenitors ; and the diabolical race consequently
multiplied with fearful rapidity, The never-ending

labour of cutting down demons, whose number was

only increased by this operation of pruning, at length

fatigued and disheartened the goddess ; she found it

indis-

| AND PRACTICES OF THE THUGS, i
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' 'lrrdmpensably necessary to ma,ke a change in her
 tactics ;—and here the tale, which is thus far: -
versally received, becomes subject to variations,

. It is admitted by all Hindoos, that the demom

~ multiplied in the manner described, until the god--
'dess found some means of puttmn' a stop to this
“ surplus population” : but there is a difference of

._beiief as to the mode.  The orthodox opinion s,

that when the goddess found the drops of blood

thus rapidly passing into demons—a fact which, %

with all her divine attributes, it seems she only

learned by experience—she hit upon a very happy |

expedient to prevent the blood reaching ' the
carth, where the demoniacal conver sion took place.
Being furnished with a tongue of extraordmary
dimensions, she, after every blow, promptly and
carefully licked the blood away. A preventive
check” being thus placed upon the further propa-
gation of demons, the goddess was enabled to de-
stroy those previously existing, at her leisure :~—such
is the cormmonly-received account of the goddess's 4
dexterity and address. That of the Thugs i is varied,
for the purpose of aﬁ‘ordmg a superhuman sanction
to their mode of assassination, According to Thug
mythology, the god_dcss, when  she became em-
barrassed by the constant reinforcements of the
demon army which acerued from her labours, re-
linquished all personal efforts for their suppression,
and formed two men from the persyp iration brushed

from



. fr@m her mms Ta e-a.ch of these men she gave a

ha.ndkefchtef how fa.bncated at a tlme when reels 1)

o _and looms were not, is a question open to the dis-

“cussion of the learned. With these l"&ndkeruhmﬁq,
 the goddess’s two lieutenants were commanded to
" put all the demons to death, without shedding a

drop of blood. It does not appear why the goddess

| night not thus have plied the handkercnier herself:

it may be presumed that she was too much ex-
hausted by her previous exertions. Her commands,
however, were faithfully executed ; and the uemons

were all strangled without delay.

. There is some difficulty in understanding how

* demons so powerful succumbed thus readily to two

‘agents, who, though sprung from an exudation of

the goddess’s arms, were, as appears by the sequel
of the tale, merely children of mortality: but the
difficulty never seems to have occurred to the
Thugs, whose fa.lth like that of the wass of their
countrymen, iy of a very unscrupulous character.
% The story 1s wound up with such poetical justice as

might be expected in a Hindoo legend. The cham-_
‘pions, having vanquished all the demons, offered,
like honest men, to return the handkerchiefs; but

their patroness, in the spirit of a grateful goddess,
desired that they would retain them, not merely as
memorials of their heroism, but as the implements
of a lucrative trade in which their descendants
were to labcmr and thrive. They were not only

permitted,

mm Pmcq'rcm OF THE mn‘es. G '_ a7 |
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permitted, but commfmdud to mangle men, as |

they had strangled demons. They forebore, in-

~ déed, to exercise this privilege for a long period :
s0 say the Thugs. Several generations passed

before Thuggee became practised as a profesqlon. il
Whether: this forbearance was founded on:the-

i prmc:ple accordmg to which a sportsman suﬂers
game *o0' acoumulate, is not stated. . The prwﬂege
slept ; but though dormant, it was not lost; and in
due time it was abundantly exercised. = The lapse
between the grant of the patent and the use of it
~might tend to raise a presumption against its having
been granted ; but Hindoo casuists are not accus- |
tomed to scrutinize evidence with the severity whlch
prevails in Westminster Hall. :

Thus, aceording to the creed of the Thugs dld
their order arise; and thus originated their mode
of operation. The assistance once afforded by
the goddess in removing the bodies, and the means
by which this favom was forfeited, have aready
been noticed. -

/1t bas been mentioned that the hlé,h office of a
strangler is not attained until after a noviciate of
considerable length, When the disciple has been
sufficiently prepared, or at least when he believes
that the conquest of natural feeling is so far com-
plete as to enable him to perform without shrinking
that which he has learned to contemplate without
horror, he applies to one of the most experienced

and

"



