- and respected of the ga,ng to become hls gooroo.
Thlﬂ word: appears to be derived from the goor, or,"' _
“ coarse sugar,” which forms an important ingredient
' in the ceremontes of initiation ; and the office of the

 person honoured with this tztle ig, to introduce the

! ~ aspirant to the uctua.l exercise of his professwn, to_: i
instruct him in the science of hangmanship ; and to
preside over the rites by which the pupil is to be |

consecrated to his diabolical Work Precautions are

taken that the young beginner may not be embar-

rassed by difficulties. = A victim is selected for his

first essay in guilt, whose strength is below the ave-

rage; and the chosen period of operation is at the
moment when the genses of the traveller are bewil-

dered by belnrr suddenly roused from sleep.  While |
the latter is reposing himself, the preparation takes

place. The gooroo takes the pupil into a field, ac-

companied by three or four of the older members of
~ the gang. . The ceremonies commence by the whole

party facing in the direction in which they intend

wto move.  The gooroo then proceeds to take the

auspices. Having invoked a favourable sign from
the goddess, half an hour is allowed for the fulfil-
ment of their wishes. If, in the course of that
time, the required sign is obtained, all is well, and
the goddess is believed to regard the attempt of the
young Thug. with benignity ; but if no sign is ob-
 tained, or if it is of an unfavourable nature, the
* ambition of the novice is for that time disappointed,
and

b
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iy .'_and the destmed vmtnn st fdﬂ by hands already |
practised in the murderous worlk. |
| If the sanctmn of the goddess be mdlca.ted the-
 group retlra, in hlgh spirits, to the plac,e Where the-
~ sleeping. traveller awaits hIS death.  The gomroo.

then, furning to the west, talces a hmxdkerchlef and: _

ties at one end a knot, in which he encloses a rupee
This knot is of a pecuhar desgrlptlon and the pri~
vilege of tying it confined to those who have been
regularly introduced to their occupation. The
clumsy intruder, who has not participated in the'
advantages derived from a regular apprenticeship
to the art, leaves the end of the roomal exposed:
 the more accomphshed practltmncr manifests his
science and elegance by concealing the end within
the knot. This is the mark of his regular induction,
and the ribbon of the order to which he has the ;
honour to belong.

The knot being duly tied by the goomo ‘the
roomal is delivered to the incipient strangler, who
receives it with all the reverence due to so precious
| a gift, bestowed by such venerated hands.  The

interest of the scene now increases. The execu-
tioner, attended by a ghumgeea, ox holder of hands,
stands before his victim, whose tranquil state
is but an emblem of that deeper sleep which is
about to seal his eyes for ever. His last earthly
slumber is gradually interrupted—the victim is
. roused for slaughter-—the fatal noose is cast over

his



a8

h1s neck by the hand o the youthful assassm. and L
mth the aid of the attendant ruffian, the work is
soon comp]eted ‘One humen being has passed into
etermty ,—-another has taken the la.st St(.p in gmlt_ |

and mf'amyf |
* The horrible work i is over ; a.nd 80 far from being
a.vtuated by any sensa,ttons of pity or remorse, the
_ wretch, who has attested the strength of hi§ nerves
 and the weakness of his moral ‘perceptions, knows
. no feeling but that of delight flowing from gratified
. ambition. To his instructor, guide, and priest, his
\gratitude is boundless : he bows before his gooroo,
~ and touches his feet with both hands, in token of
the deepest and most affectionate respect. But
‘his_gratitude, if confined to the person of his pre-
 ceptor, would be felt to be inadequate and niggardly :
the relations and friends of the reverend man are
‘entitled to share the warm feelings of the now-
accomplished assassin; and to them he tenders the
same homage which he has pmwously paid to hrs
father in crime,
" The thibaoo, o happy au%plce is once more anxi»
ously looked for; and as soon as it is afforded, the
newly-admitted strangler opens the knot tied in
the handkerchief by the hands of his tutor, and
tdkes out the rupee which had heen placed within
Jit.  This coin, with all the other silver which he
| has, the pupil presents to the preceptor : the latter
'adds his own stock of money to the offering, and,
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i after s«:attmg apart one rupee and a quarter to the
"'?purchase of goor (coarse mﬂar) for the T apoonee
 the remainder is expended in sweatmeats, i

The Tapoonec is a solemn sacrifice, performed '

iy after every murder. The goor (sugar) is placed np(m'l

- & blanket or sheet, apread upon a clean spots  On
‘the cloth near the goor is deposited the consecrated
'pickaxje,'_and_'a piecé of silver for an offering.  The
Thug whose reputation for professional lcar:‘iing
stands the highest, and who is supposed to enjoy the
largest share of the favour of the goddess, also takes
~ his place on the cloth, with his face to the west :
‘the most accomplished and scientific -strarigl_ers'a;re '
associated with him in this place of honour. The
number of this select body must be an even one ;
but its extent is limited only by the size of the
cloth. Those of the higher grade, who are unable
to find accommodation among their brethren, and
the vulgar herd who have no claim to distinction,
arrange themselves around the covering which bears
the sacrifice, and those who preside over it.. The
leader then makes a hole in the ground, and, having - |
poured into it a little of the goor, clasps his hands
in the attitude of fervent devotion, and, raising them
in harmony with his up-turned eyes to heaven, gives
utterance to the following prayer i Great god-
dess | as you vouchsafed one lac and sixty thousand
rupees to Joora Naig and Koduck Bunwanee in
their need, so we pray thee fulfil our desires!” The
' enumera-
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.enumeranon of the p1ec1se numbpr of thousands i

i bestowed by the gnddess upon her favourites is not

very poetlcal but the petition is so entlmly ac-

cordant with Thug feeling, that no doubt can be.

entettamed as to the sincerity with whlch it s

offered. Al the assembled followers repeat the
prayer aﬂ;er ‘the. leader ; and ‘the ' latter, after
sprinkling water on the pit and pickaxe, puts a
little  of the goor upon the head of '_each-_"l‘hug_
who has been so fortunate as"to obtain a seat upon

the carpet. The signal for strangling is now given,
~ as if a murder weve actually about to be committed;

and the Thugs who have received the portions of

goor, eat them in solemn silence. The most per-
fect stillness prevails, till these privileged persons
have swallowed the precious morsels distributed to
~ them, and diluted the repast by drinking some
water.  The goor is now given to all whose rank
entitles them to partake of ity the greatest. “care
being taken that no part shall fall to the ground.
If, in spite of watchfulness, such a mischance should
oceur, the fallen fragments are punctiliously col-
lected, and put into the pit. The misfortune is
alleviated, as far as human prudence can go, by at
least preserving the hapless relics of the sugar con-
secrated to muxdcr from contamination by the foot

of man. . .
The sacred goor iy not 1mpm'tcd to all Thugs

indiscriminately : two conditions are necessary, to

qualify



i '64‘ R ILLUSTRATIONS OF 'rmc msz'mw E;L

quahfy them for a share of it. The pa.rumpant
. must be in a state of ireedom—-—serwtude barrmg his
_admission to the privilege: the only remmmng dis-
" quallﬁcatxon is found in innocence of murr]m either
‘actusl or comparative, None but the practical
| ,a,ssas.am can be allowed to partake of the sacred
g0or : no one but he whose hands have _perf_'ormed il
the office of strangling is thought worthy of t_h'e_ i
food which derives its sanctity from the prayers of
stranglers, aided, it is to be supposed, by the dest
glutition of the privileged, to which a portion of it
has been submitteds For those who cannot hoast
the name of freemen, or whom youth or fear or ill-
fortune has withheld from performing on any of
their fellow men the honourable act of strangulation,
some sugar is set apart, before it acquires its holy
character. This the excluded eaf, at the time when

their more-favoured associates are O'ra.taﬁed by the
; tdste of the sanctified article.

On the perfmma,ncc of this ceremony, aftc,r the
maiden effort of a nvwly«adlmtted strangler, the
proselyte of course takes his place among the select, -
and receives his shave of conscerated sugar. The
sweetmeats which have -been provided are distri-
buted among the gang generally. ' '
 The expedition being closed, and the members
of the community having retired to their quar-
ters, the happy individual, who has passed from a
state of pupilage into the maturity of & practised

| ik assassin,



assa.ssm, entertmns hw gooroo d‘” a f‘east as magni-

ﬁcent as hlS clrcnmstemces will afford.  If he have

' the mea.ns of' deﬁaymg the expense, not onlv the
1mmedmte members of the $ooroo’s fmml}, but all |

his relations, are mwted ‘and the grateful murderer

" equips his tutor from head to foot, with a complete.

:"_.-array of new vestment‘;- the same comphment 1%

i paid to the gooroo’s lady, and sometimes to all his

_relatives. . The hasplta.hty of the F00Y00 8 exor-
cised, in return, by inviting his pupil to a future
meeting.  The connexion between them is hence-

i -.forward mdnssoiuble; and the most intimate zmd,

sacred relatmns of nature are considered as nothing,
in compcmmon with it. A Thug will rather betray
his father, than the gooroo by whom he has been
introduced to the honours of his profession,

The dignity and sanctity with which murder is
imvested by the creed of the Thugs—and a mode

of murder, too, marked by cowardice and mean-
~mess no less than the blackest atrocity—afford

lamentable proof of the inseparable connexion sub-
sisting between the corruption of religion and the
corruption of morals. To obliterate all religious
feeling from the heart of man is a difficult, if not
an impossible task : to substitute superstitious belief
_ for reasonable faith, is, unhappily, a very easy
~one; and sound morals invariably disappear with
sound religion. Indeed, between false religion and
talse morals there is a matual action and re-action.

¥ The
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. The wayward desires of man lead him to indulge in
that which true religion forbids : he therefore seeks
shelter in a false one.  Again, superstition sane-
tions, and even commands, practices, against which
pure morality revolts: hence the moral judgment
is depraved, the restraints of conscience abolished,
and that feeling, which should conduct men to all
that is good and pure and excellent, becomes the
pilot to every vice, and the prompter of the most

 horrible crimes. 0 Rl
 The effect of the consecrated sugar or goor is
believed to be irresistible. Captain Sleeman, having
reproached some of the fraternity on account of a
murder marked by many ferocious and unmanly
features, one of the party replied:  We all feel
pity sometimes; but the goor of the Tuponee
changes our mnature: it would change the nature.
of a horse.  Let any man once taste of that goor,
and he will be a Thug, though he know all the
trades and have all the wealth in the werld, I
never wanted food: my mother’s family was opu-
lent—her relations high in office. I have been high
in office myself; 'an_d became so -grea.iﬁ a favourite
wherever I went, that I was sure of promotion; yet
I was always miserable when absent from my gang,
and obliged to return to Thuggee. My father made
me taste of that fatal goor when I was yet a mere
boy: and if I were to live a thousand years, I

should never be able to follow any other trade.” .
| JETh The
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The Tuponee is not the ‘only sacrifice offered
by the Thugs to their patroncss. Throughout
India, another feast is observed; but to ‘which, in
'H-indpstan",-" 10 peculiar name appears to be al-

. lotted ; it being t:aﬂed'Kuﬁ_z;r’e kurna, or Kzar}za}zsc_
 dena—terms indiscriminately applied, by all classes

of persons, to a feast of any kind. = In the Decean

it is honoured by the especial name of Kote. The

. requisites for the due celebration of this festival are
goats—for the feast must be graeced by an animal
sacrifice—rice, ghee (butter), spices, and spirits.
These being collected, the parties assemble in a
‘room, the doors and windows of which must be so
closed as to exclude all observation from without.
The floor must be carefully cleaned, and then co-
vered with an incrustation of cow-dung. In the
‘centre, a square is drawn, with a mixture of turme-
ri¢ and lime. © Upon this square is spread a white
sheet; and mpon the sheet, the rice, after being
boiled, is deposited. Upon the rice is placed the
half of a cocoa-nut, filled with ghee; in which is

inserted two wicks, lying across each other, each

lighted at both ends, so as to afford four lights. 1If
a cocoa-mut cannot be found, a vessel of dough of
the same form will answer. This kind of lamp is
occasionally made by all classes of people, and is
called chou mukh : it is only in the Deccan, how-
ever, that the form of the lamp is an object of
attention. In Hindostan they are less particular :

(R F 2 and

6L
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and there also the drawing of the square is |
: -?:'mhitt-ed;.- B b GRS  B i RS

" Upon the white sheet is now placed the conse-

¢rated pickaxe and the knife of the gang, with all

~ the spirits brought for the feast. The selection of

| the goats is the next point; more than will be
yequired are provided, in order that the goddess
‘may have the advantage of a pick. Two _are
gelected, black, and perfect in all their parts. They

are bathed, washed, and made to face the west:
and if they shake themselves lastily, fo throw off’
the inoisture from their bodies, this makes the

Thugs happy, and seals the fate of the goats—they

are immediately sacrificed, as having been accepted
by Davy. If one only shakes himself, the omen
is sufficient, and both are sacrificed—if neither of
them, it is a sign that Davy has rejected both
and the party eat the rice and drink the spirits,
but postpone the sacrifice to another day, regarding
the feast in the light of a simple meal. T'his they
do if any other bad omen is observed on that day,
cousidering the goddess to be displeased with some-
The mode of sacrificing the goats varies; and

~ the variations are not, like those affecting the

square, and the form of the lamp, governed by
locality : the custom is determined by the peculiar
ereed which the party of Thugs happen to profess.
Mahometans cut the throats of the animals, during

the



_ ‘the repetltmn ofa certam fmm of deVotlon Hmd(ms
strike off their heads. It has been mentioned, that
the fate of thew anmlals depends upon the receipt
of a propitious  sign from the goddess; and the

i duration of life in the rejected animals is involved

‘in the same cha,nce 1 the desired sign be obtained

i '_:"-hy the honoured beasts bhakmrr themselves with

good will, not only are they aacmﬁoed but all the

' other. goats purchased for the. ‘occasion, albeit

AM) Pmtmcxas OF THE Tnum R e

*unworthy of being devoted to the goddess, sharethe

i fateof theu more illustrious fellows.  They do not
' die with equal honour : the chosen pair ministers

| to the glory of the goddess of Destructiont the

' remainder die, but it is only to gratify the appetites

of the Thug fraternity, by whom they are forth-
with eaten.  The withholding of the required sign,
- however, opemtes as a reprieve for the lives of
4l and the meaner, as well as the nobler and more
perfect ammais,. are permltted to live till a future

- :.'day

thrown. the skins, bounes, and offal; for _nothmo‘
brought in for this sacred feast must be seen by
‘any living thing but a Thug eligible to partake of
it.  So important is carc upon this point, and so

i -fearﬁll are the results which follow unfavourable

omens at this sacrifice, that every part of the pro-
ceeding is watched with the most intense anxiety.

 If any man nota Thug, see the lamps, or any part of '

the

f the feast take pld.ce, a pit is dug, into which is
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the preparations; or if fire falls on the white sheet,
and burns any part of it; or any animal touches
‘the bones or offal ; the leader of the gang must die
within the year, and all the members be. mvolved _
in some great calamity. j . Pl

Secrecy is indispensable : when they are on an |
‘expedition, the Thugs must conceal themselves and
their ceremonies by means of curtains, if they have
not walls.  After feasting, they must all wash their
hands and faces over the pit, and then ﬁll it up |
securely. i ! )

 The expenses of this f"‘dSt are defi a,yed com-
monly by subscription, when it is called the Pun-
chaetee Kote. 1t is not confined to any particular
season, but is most common during the Hooly or
Dusera festivals, at which time it may take place
on any day of the week ; at other times, it is con-
fined to Tuesdays and Fridays. Sometimes the
feast is given by the leader or any individual mem-
ber of a gang. No Thug is eligible to partake of
it, in any part of India, till he has attained the rank
of a Strangler ; unless his family have been Thugs
for at least two generations. The existence of
contamination in the camp prevents its celebration
at all, .

The superstitions of the Thugs are all of Hindoo
origin ¢ yet Mahometans adopt them with a belief
equally implicit, and a devotion equally ardent.
The greater number of the Thugs in the South of

India
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: Imha. are said to be Mahometans “not only do they

profess to embrace the creed of Mecea, but, to a
) conmderable extent, they follow it conswtently

They marry, inherit, eat, a.nd drink, according to
~ the Koran : their devotions are statedly performed

| as the rule of Mahometan orthodoxy prescribes ; and

the Paradise to which their hopes are directed, is
 that pourtrayed by the cold, unspiritual, and sensual
imagination of the false prophet to whom they
profess allegiance : yet they pay divine honours to
~ the impersonation of Destmctmn, which, in the
eyes of all sound Mahometans, must be idolatry-—
a crime severely denounced in the Koran, and held
by all good Mussulmans in abhorrence.  These in-
consistencies they find it hard to reconcile : some-

times they deny the worship of the goddess-—the

fact, however, is indisputable. At other times
:they seek to identify the patroness of the Thugs
 with a heroine of their own creed, to the great
scandal of their brethren not initiated in the my-
steries of Thuggee. Their mode of escaping the

difficulties, in which they are involved by the in-

consistency of their creed with their practice, is
illustrated by a conversation held by Captain Slee-
man with some Mahometn.n Thugs.

(by Ca,pt S.) “ Has Bhowanee (the goddess)
been anywhere named in the Koran?”
Sahib. ** No where.”

Here
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. Here (says Capta,m 8.)a Mussnlman Thug tmm
| Hmdosta,n interposed 5 and said, he fhought Bho-
wanee, and Fatima, the daun‘hter of Mahmnm{,d, '
~ and wife of Alee, were one and the same person ;
and that it was Fatima who invented the use of the

roomal, to strangle the great demon Rtﬂiut*b'eej-k.._

dana : which led to a discussion between him' and

some of my Mussulman native officers, who did not

like to find the amiable Fatima made a goddess of
Thuggee—an “Iphigeniain Tauris.” The Thug was
asturdy wrangler; and, in the estimation of his asso-
ciate Thugs,had,,l think, the best of--the'ai*-gumeht.' "

Q. “Then has Bhowanee cmy thmrr to. do mth
-~ your Paradise?”

Sahib. ** Nothing.” ;

Q. “She has no influence upon your future'
state ? i

Suleh. * None.” o

Q. ““Does Mahommnd your prophet, anywhere
sanction crimes like yours ——the murder in cold
blood of your fellow-creatures, for the sake of the_ir
money 7 G i

Sahib. ¢ No." s )

©. “ Does he not say that such crimes will be
punished by God in the next world ?” |

Sakib. € Yes.” _

Q. % Then dO' you never feel any dread of
punishment hereafter.” | _

Sahuib.



Suhab it Never B We never murder unless the
umens are fa.vomable .and we consider favourable
omens as the mandatos of the den‘y

Q. £ What deity 27

1 Sahibs *f Bhowanee.”_.
TG But Bhowanee, you say, has no mﬁuen(,e
upon the welfare, or otherwxsc ot your soul here~
“after?” -

o Sakib. Nu‘ne, we heliev‘e but she influences

 our fates in this world ; and what she orders in this
world, we believe that God will not pumsh in the

next.” :

The conjoint adoration of the deities of different

and discordant creeds is neither new notr uncom-
mon in the East. In the Old Testament, various
instances are recorded, in which nations, as well as
individuals, paid a divided homage to the True God
and to a multiplicity of idols : and in various parts
of India, the Mahometans, from having long been
surrounded by « Hindoo population, have been led
to adopt many of their opinions and practices. The
prineiple, indeed, upon which this approximation is
formed, is not peculiar to the East. Everywhere,
~ time not only abates the fervour both of religious
and sectarian zeal, but causes many of the distinc-
tive marks of original difference to disappear, and
tinges the entire mass with the colour of the party
which, either from numbers or activity, acquires an
ascendant. The natural tendency of man to super-

stition

AND rmmmm oF THE THUGS (e
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stition gives to that gloomy power, in any form,
‘an extraordinary facility of access to his heart.
The weak and the wicked alike flee to it for a re-
fuge : the former, from a morbid apprehension of
undefined evil ; the latter, from the upbraldmgs of
 conseious guilt. To the one class, superstition pre~
- sents the alluring prospect of pelfect assurance, in
 place of the hamble faith and hope which are the
characteristics of genuine piety : to the other, she
holds out the offer of peace of mind upon easier
terms than true Religion proposes, It is not a
subject for surprise, then, that, at all permds, the
votaries of Superstition, in its multiform ramifica-
tions, should have far outnumbered the faithful
adherents of Religious Truth: the errors of the
understanding, and the depravity of the will, are
continually furnishing their recruits to swell tha,
myriad ranks of the army of Superstition. )
The principle which assigns the dmtubutlon of
good and evil, in this world, to au inferior dmmiy
i5 not very dissimilar from one which, in Chrxstlan |
countries, has been maintained by grave writers ;—
which excludes the bupenor Being from the ordi-
nary course of human affairs, leaving them to chance
and accident, and human Ppassion ; and confines His
providence to an occasional nterference in what
are considered great emergencies in this life, and
to the final retrlbutmn of good and evil in the hfe
to come,



CHAP. V.

. THE movements of the followers of Thuggee
are invariably gow,med by omens, with which they

believe their goddese favours them, for the gmdance_
of their course. = Nothing is undertaken without a

careful consultation of these sources of knowledge ;

‘and the occurrence of an accidental and unlooked-

for sign is, in some cases, sufficient to derange the
most fixed plans, and even to lead to the abandon-

ment of . the richest booty, though almost in pos-

session, These omens are numerous ; and the

learning of the Thugs cons1sts in an acquamtmce |

with them. - |

The manifestation of tho auspice or omen on the
right hand is called Tibaoo ;. on the left, Pilkakoo.
If the Pilhaoo promises good, according to their
rudes of augury, it is always the better from being
followed by the Thibaoo soon after. If it threatens
evil, that evil is mitigated by the Thibaco. Dif-
fevent casts and clans of Thugs have, in some few

‘instances, different rules for interpreting these

sounds and appearances ; and what is considered
to threaten evil by some, is thought. to promise
good

Q.
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goorl by others. = If members of' sect‘s, holdmg con-
 flieting opinions, aut in concert, they follow the rules
of the leader who opens the expedmun, or who

. leads the greatest number of the Thugs engaged.

" The Pilhaoo, or omen on the left, must be ob-
‘served first, on opening an expedition ; and it must
be followed by the Thibaoo immediately after, or
the expedition cannot be entered upon. ' The Pil-
haovo perceived on leaving any stage during the
expedition, or on preparing to leave it, promises
‘good, The Thibaoo threatens evil, and the. gang
halts. = On ' veaching  the « end of any stage, the
Pilhaoo threateus evil, and the party must move
on without resting. = The Thibaco promises good,
and they rest securely. There are some few ex-
céptions-m the general rule, that, for the Pilhaoo,
the omen must be on the left. Some animals must
be heard or seen on the right to constitute the
Pilhaoo, and vice versd; but these are very few.
These are a few of the general rules of augury. _

When preparing' for an expedition, the auspices
are solemmly taken. The most learned Pundit
that can be procured is seated on a blanket with
the leader, and four of the Thugs the most respect-
able in their vocation fromsbirth and character :
the rest of the gang sit around, outside. They
then place before the Pundit, as an offering, a brass
plate (thale), with some rice, wheat, and two cop-
per coins upon it. The leader asks the Pundit,

respect-
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respectﬁﬂly, what da,y Wlll be proper to Opcn the
expedition ;. and be, after due search and ceremony,
_pronounces the day, the hour, and the direction.

Thus far the preliminaries. ‘On the day appointed,
. they fill a brass jug with water; which the leader

" holds in his right hand, suspended by the mouth,

at his side. ' In a clean white handkerchief they
tie up five knots of ttmileric-,_-“two. copper coius,
_one silver coin, and the indispensable pickaxe.
‘This pickaxe the leader holds upon his breast, with
his left hand. = He now turns in the direction -
dicated by the priest, and moves on slowly, followed
by his gang, to a field or garden outside the village.
~ On reaching the spot thought best adapted for the
purpose, he stands with his face still in the divection
indicated, his left hand on his breast, his right, with
the jug, by his side; and, with his eyes lifted
towards heaven, he says, ©“ Great goddess! univer-
sal mother! if this our meditated expedition be
fitting in thy sight, vouchsafe us help, and the signs
of thy approbation!” All the Thugs present repeat
this prayer after the leader, and join in the praises
and worship of the goddess. If within half an
hour they hear or see the Pilhaoo (or auspice on
the left), it signifiesithat the deity has taken them
by the left hand, to lead them on.  If the Thibaoco
(or omen on the right) follow, it signifies that the
deity has vouchsafed to take them by the right hand
also. rlkhe leader then puts the jug on the ground,
‘ and

1.
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and sits down with his face in the same direction,
He keeps the silver and copper pice and turmeric
during the whole expedition, and usually gives them,
on his return, as an offering to some poor Brah-
man ; but if the expedition has been very prosper-
ous, he keeps them, to use again in opening others,

The leader remains seated, in the same spot,
seven hours; while his followers bring him food,
and make all necessary preparations for their jour-
ney.  When all is ready, they advance a few paces,
in the precise direction indicated; but afterwards
they inay turn to the right or left, as impediments
or incentives present themselves.  On arriving at
the first stage, they must hear or see the Thibaoo
first; and the omen is improved by the Pilhaco
afterwards. Having had the auspices favourahle
thus far, they proceed next morning to the nedrest
water ; and there eat the goor and the dal, which the
leader takes with him. Any bad omen after this
can be averted by the usual sacrifices, offerings, and
observance; but any bad omen before it, invoives
the necessity of returning, and opening the expedi-
tion anew. If the jug should drop from the Jema-
dar's hand, he must, they think, die within that or
the following year, inevitably.  If they hear any
one weeping for the dead on leaving the village, it
threatens great cvil. If they meet the corpse of
any one belonging to the village, it is a very bad
omen : or if they meet an oil-vender, a carpenter,

a potter,
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a potter, a dancmg-master  blind or lame ‘man,
a fakeer with a brown walstband or a jogee thh
long-traced halr———-a,ll threaten evil. ’

(If, after eating the goor and dal, they get the.-
Thibaoo, it assures them a rich booty within a

. month and a half. It is good, also, to see a fair in
. any village, but their own, on the road. A corpse
~ from any village but their own is a good omen : so,
also, 'is it good to sec a party of friends weeping
round a woman taking leave of her parental roof to
go to that of her husband.

They must not open an expedition in July,

September, nor December; mor on a Wednesday
or Thursday.

But, however happily business may have been
commenced, success is liable to be postponed by a
multiplicity of ominous appearances; some of which
' are fatal, while others may be got over by sucrifices.

~ 'The turban, being a covering of great honour, is

invested in the catalogue of omens, with a due de-
gree of importance. A Thug, except in Bengal,
never moves out without his turban. = If a turban
is set on fire, it threatens great evil; and the gang
must, if near home, return, and wait seven days:
if at a distance, an offering of goor is made ; and the

individual, to whom the turban belonged, alone re-
turns home. If the turban fall off, it is an omen

almost as bad, and requires the same sacrifices.

It is a bad omen to weet, on the first day of an

expedition,

Q.
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 expedition, any person who has lost dhmb-‘ amd
~ happily for the maimed, it is equally bad to murder
 them. To sneeze isa fearful thing at setting out
* on an expedition ;. and the nasal enormity mnstbe
expiated by sacrifice. Bad as the omen is to the
Thugs, it is unquestionably good for their intended

vietims.  Sneezing entitles all the travellers within,
* the gripe of the assassing to the privilege of an

escape; and no one dare to put them to death. |

If a party, on leaving home to enter on an ex- |
pedition, meet a woman bearing a pitcher full of
- water on her head, it promises a prosperous journey

and a safe veturn: the omen is still better if the

female be in a state of pregnancy: but if the
pitcher which she carries be empty, the tide of fate
is reversed, and the indication is one of misfortune
and calamity. An empty pitcher is, indeed, under
any circumstances, regarded by Thugs with as
much aversion as by tipplers. e AUy
Several practices, which among certain c]asses'
of Thugs are observed, in order to secure the favour
of Fortune, are neglected by others.  The Thugs
of the Jumaldehee and Lodaha clans always make
the youngest Thug kick the body of the first person
they murder on an expedition, five times, on the
back, thinking that it will bring them good luck.
~ The Moteeas do the same; but the practice does
not appear to be general. e

The brute creation afford a vast fund of in~
struction
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structmn upon every point of proceedmg ; ‘and the

. Thugs are assiduous in consulting, and availing
 themselves of it.  The ass is an adviser, to whom

j extraordmarv 'derferpnce is paid,  The Thugs deem

. the omen of the ass the most important of all.
 whether it threatens eyil or promises good. = “ Sou.
: ',p_m! heroo ok Dunteroo—The ass is equal to a

' hundred birds,” is a maxim in augury. The oimen

of the ass is also superior to that of all quadrupeds.

" If they hear one bray on the left (Pilhaoo), on open-

ing an expedition, and it is soon after repeated on i

 the right (Thibaoo), they believe that nothing on'

earth can prevent their success during that expe-
dition, though it should last for years. In the
progress of an expedition, the ass is still a most
valuable and respected guide. - If, on reaching any
_stage, or while halting at any stage, it is heard on
the left, the party must leave the place and go on :
for such situations the omen is good on the right.
If the ass approaches the gang, braying from the
front, it is a very bad omen, and is calied Matha-
phore, * the head-breaker,”
The jackal plays a great partin the code of uignals

- in use for communicating the intentions of the god-

dess to her followers. A pair of jackals crossing the
road in front of the gang, either from the right or
frora the left, is a very bad omen, indicating imprison-
ment and chains ; but a single jackal, passing from
rlght toleft, promises good fortune. The Thugshave
G a pro-
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. crossing from right to left, brmgs gold.” If, however,
the beast passes from left to right, the c-men is some-

~ what untoward, but is not much regarded, The cries
of the jackals afford avariety of omens. First; there

" is the ordinary cry of a single jackal, which they.
call Bhalee, or Buarkohee ; secondly, the general
clamour of a number, termed Rawreen ; thirdly, the
Elareea, or short call of the jackal, in the attempt i
to make which he seems as if suddenly checked.
Any one of these calls, heard during ‘the day,

' threatens great evil; and the gang quit the coun- |
try in which they hear it, “leaving untouched any
persons they have inveigled, however wealthy.
The first, when heard by night, must be interpreted

according to the ordinary rules for the Thibaoo:
and Pilhaoo-—right and left. The second, heard
at night, is good on the left, and of little or no

_ importance on the right, except on the day of
» ~ opening the expedition, = Heard then on the right,
it threatens evil ; and the expedition must be sus-
pended. The third is invariably bad, whether
heard by night or day. The noise of jackals
+  fighting, called Dant,hee, is also a very bad omen,
and involves the vecessity of leaving the part of the
country in which the gang hearsit. The following,
which appears to be an extract from a journal
 kept by Captain Sleeman, shews, not only the in-
fluence: which a belief in augury has over ‘these
people,
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people, but also how tena.uom;ly thev cling to their
old faith, even when engaged in capturing their
 former associates.~—* 26th May, 1835, T had or-
| dered a party of Sepahees, with some approvers, to
 proceed this morning towards Gwalior, in search of
| some Thugs who have lately found an asylum there.
' About nine o'clock last night, one of the native
 officers came to tell me that they could not move
till afternoon to-day, as they had heard a bad omen.
I bave just been to the jail, and discovered that
this. bad omen was the Ekareea, heard about eighf'
(o'elock last night. Nunhooa, one of the approvers,
declared, that on leaving Saugor, about three
months ago, for Indore, he heard the Ekarcea: and
not attending to it, he got the wound, which he
received from a sword, in arresting a noted Thig
Bhyroo, the son of Himmut, between Indore and
Baroda. = These men never go out to arrest their
agsociates, or to take up the bodies of wounded
travellers, without taking the auspices; tnough they
rarely tell us of it.” W
The wolf might be considered a not inappropriate
pilot to guide the Thugs in their dark career. He
does not, however, enjoy the reputation of being
very friendly to his human brethren. If any of
these animals cross their path from left to right,
1t is commonly admitted to be a bad omen ; if from
right to left, there seems to be some doubt whether
it be good or bad—an unfortunate circumstance,
: | a2 ! but
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 but not partzcularly dlscredlta,ble to. ’l‘hug Iea.rnmg, _
. seeing that in almost all sciences there are dlsputah
' ble points to exercise the talents of the ingenious.
. The call of the wolf is, on the whole, an awkward

symptom : if heard during the day, it is very bad, .
and the gang must immediately qult the country.
If between midnight and day-light, it s also bad: -
if between evening and miduight, indifferent :
Between midday and sunset, it is not so bad a8
between sunrise and midday.  They call it the
weeping (Chimmama) of the wolf, and consider the
sound moumful. A single wolf portends more
than a pair, furn-ishmg one .of their most 1mporta.nt
omens. | \

The deer contributes lns quota of telegraphm
communication. If a single small deer crosses
their road from 11<th to left, it threatens evil.\ If
from left to right, it promises good 3 but neitherits
promises nor threats are considered very important. :
A ‘'herd of small deer, at all times, and under all cir-
cumstances, promises a meeting with other Thugs,
and is considered good. | The Deccan Thugs con-
sider the crossing of a single deex, either from left
to right, or right to left, a bad omen. .

The movements and cries of the hare are not
unnoticed.  The passing of a hare across the road
in front of the gangis a bad omen, either from right
to left, or left to right.  The call of this animal at
night, on the left, is a good omen: on the right,

| it
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it ds u. bad one, and Lhe Thwm on heamng it,

A 'suf_f'er all travellers to escape: if they kill any

! one whom they have with them at the time, they
will find no booty on him, or what they find will
" tend to their ruin. This'is not all; it is perfectly

§ . well established, that they will perish in the jungles
. after hearing the fatal signal, and that the hare will
 drink water out of their sculls ]f they do not

avert this awful fate by sacrifice.
 The elegant antelope seems out of place when
brought into association with Thugs; but he has,

nevertheless, been pressed into the service. If

either a single antelope, or a pair, are seen crossing
the road from left to right, it is a good omen; if
from right to the left, very bad.

The dog enjoys the prerogative of putting a veto
on the proceedings of the Thugs; and the shaking

of his head is fraught with more meaning than that

of Lord Burleigh’s. . On witnessing this expression
of canine dissent, the Thugs evince their deference
to the sagacious beast who affords it, by abandon-
ing the design in hand, whatever it may be.

 The fighting of cats is a matter which receives
especial regard; and as these miniature tigers are
tolerably pugnacious, they furnish abundant food
for._db’se.rva.tion._ If the music, by which the com-
bats of these animals is enlivened, be heard during
‘the first watch of the night, it promises good; if
'Lfter the first watch, it is called “ Kalee kee Maunj,”
and

L
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and threatens evil; but the evil 'm'n'y be averted in

~ the morning, by gargling the mouth with a little ;
- sour milk, and then squirting it out. = The fighting

of cats during the day is a very bad omen, and
‘threatens great evil : if the cats fall down from a

height while fighting, it is still worse., These ills
~are beyond the healing influence of sour mllk, 'md- L

call for nothing less than sacrifice,

Birds, no less than the four-footed creatlon,
figure in the mysteries of Thug augury: and the owl
occupies a chief place; to which, indeed, it is justly
entitled, by its preverbial grayity and wisdom., . The
loud full call of the large owl is interpreted accord-
ing to the ordinary rules of right and left. A reci-
_ procation of the cry, between two of these mtelhgent
birds, is however a bad omen. 'This, by the Deccan
Thugs, is termed Raju or Mahee ; and by those of
Hindostan, Thakur. 'To bothit is a signal of ill ; and
to their intended victims, a passport of safety. The
low gurgling sound made by the large owl, which
resembles the bubbling of a huka or goorgooree,

always threatens evil. If the Thugs hear it on

first setting out, they must suspend their journey

for some days. If they heaxr it on the left, after

the expedition has been opencd, they must advance

far and fast, for danger pursues in the rear: if on
the right, they must halt, as danger lies in front.

The loud and continued chirping or calling of the

small owl, if made by the bird while sitting, promises

good ;
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guod* if whlle ﬂymg, 1t threatens evil, The,'. chat-
~ ter ot call, when sitting, is mterpreted according to
" the riles of the Thibaoo or Pilhaoo. A low call of
~ the small owl, called Chireya, always threatens evil.
. The cry of the kite also affords tokens of good
g -'m' ill fortune. Heard in the day-time, it is of little
' importance, and is interpreted according to their
) yules for the right and left hand signs; but
heard during the Kootub, or interval between the
first watch and day-break, it is called the Kootub
agasee, a dreadful omen. If in camp, they get
ap and fly immediately, leaving untouched any
person they may haye inveigled, however wealthy.
if they hear it after dark, but before the end of the
first watch, they are not alarmed, as they comsider
the threatened evil to pass away in their sleep:
in their own language, the “ omen gets suffocated
under their sides, as they tumn in their sleep.” 1t is
‘the same with almost all bad omens that take place
" between evening and the end of the first ‘watch.
 The voice of the large mountain-crow is inter-
preted with some peculiarity. Contrary to the or-
dinary rules of augury, the Pilhaco, in this omen,
is the croaking on the right ; and the Thibaco the
crogking on the left.  If he croak from a tree
- either on the right or the left, it promises good;
and if water be in sight, it is better. = If heard from
a tree while the gang are in carap, it promises a
rich traveller on that spot; and the gang waits for
: : him.
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him, Wf he croak Whﬂ(. on the back of a plg or

‘buffalo, or from any dead body or skeleton, the
omen 1s bad If from the back of 1a cow, same

o Thugs. think it a good, others a bad, omen.'
% Doctors differ” on this, as on 'many -'o_th\ér i
points, ' Wil

In this country, the pal tridge is of use only to

afford amusement to the sportsman, and food to

the epicure.  The Thugs find in its cry an inti-
mation of coming events. = If heard while th(,y ate
- travelling, the call on the left promises good ‘and
on the right threatens evil.  If they are halting at
the time, the call on the right is good ; that on the
left, bad. The Thu s have a proverb, and which
gives the cry of the partridge another condition—-
“ Ratee bolee Teetura, Din ko bolee seear, Twj chulee
wa deysra, nuheen purece achanuk Dhar—If the
pertridge call at night, or the ;acka.l dmmg the
day, quit that country, or you will be seized.” '
The blue jay is also a soothrsayer, but of «
minor order. If seen to the right, or crossing from
the left to right, it promises good: if to the left, or |
erossing from the right to ]eft 1t promlses no good,
but threatens no evil; it is *“a chip in porridge.”
The cry of the jay is altogether disregarded.
| Meaner animals than either birds or quadrupeds
are also instruments of anguring. If a snake
crosses the road before or behind the gang, it is'a
bad praen 4 and they dare not go on, unless they
| can



i .- can kxll 1t. 1% If they see it in any su:ua,tmn, 1t m—-
: ;Vﬁl?es & sacnhce, unless kﬂled s

W ith regard to the lizard, his voice is A
' more acceptable than his per.sonal visitation. | At

whatever time and place: Thugs hear the ca}l of
 the lizard, they consider it a good omen ; but the
fall of a lizard upon a Thug, is a very bad one ;
and if it fall upon any garment, that garment

‘must be given away in charity : if it fa_ll upon the -
i '-ground it threatens nothing. - ; ;
A careful attention to these and sumla.r omens.
 is regarded as indispensable to success. There

ave various rules, also, which no regular and con-
sistent Thugs neglect. During the first seven
days of an expedition, the families of those cngaged
in one expedition admit, or should admit, no visits
from  the families of Thugs who are absent on
another expedition, lest the travellers destined for
the one should go over to the other gang ; neither
should they eat any thing that has belonged to the
families of such other Thugs. The Thugs engaged,
ought not, till the seventh day, to dress any
food in ghee, nor eat any animal food except
fish. = But abstinence alone is not sufficient to pro-
pitiate the favour of the goddess: habits of neat-
ness and cleanliness must be, for the time, obsgetved ;
and the indulgence of benevolent feeling is a deadly
offence. At this period, the Thugs must not shave,
nor allow their clothes to be washed by a dhoby,

' ' ' -' nor
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' nor. g’nve in charity. Even charity o the brute
creation, a prime virtue in the code of Eastern | IR
i _ethws, 18 cuspended ; for it 15 forbidden to hestmv__..' :
. any food upon a dog, cat, or jackal. None ofthe
party must bathe, nor eat sugar, except what the

leader may have brought with him on setting out.
Formerly, they never ate any salt or turmeric;
but this regulation is obsolete. After this prepa-

ratory mortification, they, on the seventh day, in-

dulge in a good meal; but it is necessary that
greens of some kind should be a component part of
- During the whole time the ‘expedition lasts, if
w11;h1n one year, they must take no mﬂk nor clean i
their teeth with a brush. by
If the Sonrka, or first murder, tdkes place ‘mthm i
 the first seven days, or Satha, they ,co_nau_der them_-
selves relieved from all restraints. They oughtnot to
murder, as the Sonrka (or first victim), any Brahman
or Syad, nor any very poor mamn, nor any man with
gold upon him, nor any man who has a quadruped
with him, nor a dhobee, nor a sweeper, nor a teylee
(oil-vender), nor a bbaut (bard), nor a kaet (a
writer), nor a blind man, nor maimed persons, nor
a leper, _ndr a dancing-woman, nor a p_iigr-im ‘or
devotee. « Some of these descriptions of persons
ought not, indeed, to be murdered at all ; and none
but the incorrigibly heterodox would think of
opening an expedition by a professional operation
upon any of them: but all sects recede from their
first
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il '_ﬁrst prmclples ‘Some classes and individuals neg- .

' lect these rule'sr a.nd the:r mlsfortunes are a.ttm-»_ '

i 'buted pnnczpa]ly, to this cause. b .
- Captain Sleeman says, “ Even the most sensible
. approvers, who have been with me for many years,

as well Mussulmans as Hindoos, believe that their

good or ill success always depended upon the skill

with which the omens were discovered and mter-
preted, and the strictness with which they were
observed and ob{,yed ' One of the old Sindouse

stock fold me, in presence of twelve others

from Hydrabad, Behar; the Dooab, Oude, Rajpoo-

tana, and Bundeleund, that had they not attended

“to these omens they could never have thrived as

they did ; and that, in ordinary cases of murder, a

man seldom escaped after one of them ; while they

and their families had, for ten generations, thrived,

_though they had murdered hundreds of people.

* This,” said he, ¢ could never have been the case,
“had we not attended to omens, and had not omens
been intended for us. There were always signs
around us, to guide us to rich booty, and warn us of
danger, had we been always wise enough to discerm
them, and religious enough to attend to them.'—
Every Thug present concurred with him, from his
soul.” o
 The follow:ng colloquy, also contributed by Capt,
Sleeman, will illustrate the opinions entertained
by Thugs generally, as to the danger of associating
- with



e mwsrm'rmns or um ms'rom'

| wﬂ:h those who have not heen regularly educ*a.ted
the importance of at’renrhng to rules and omens, g
and the value ﬂnd excellencf' of Thug learmng

4 M You considvr tha;t a Boi ka (a -l'eader) is-___,
capable of forming a gang, in any part of India to
which he may be obliged to flee 2” |

© Sakib and Nasir, C‘crtcun]y Sy cmy part tha,t'.' ’

" we have seen of it.”

Q. ““ Do you know any instance of lt? i _

Sahib and Nasir.  “A great number. ' Mudee
Khan was from the old Sindouse stock, and was
- obliged. to emigrate after the attack upon tnat place.
Many years afterwards, we met him in the Deccan il
and he had then a gang of fifty Thuwa, of all cczstes
 and descriptions. T asked him who they were : he
told me that they were weavers, brfs,mers bracelet-
makers, and all kinds of ragamuffing, whom ke had
scraped together about his new abode on the banks *
of the Herun and Nurbudda rivers, in the districts of
Jebulpore and Nur singpore. He was a Mussulraan;
and so were Lal I&ha,n, Kalee. Khan, who fonned
g,an;{s, after ﬂw Smdome d: 41)&1b10n, along the same
rivers.” ' | L
ot Ihd they ilnd the same paﬂons among the
landbolders and other heads of villages?”

Sahib and Nasir. * They everywhere made
friends, by the same means’; and without patrons
they could not have thrived. I‘hey were obllged
' : X of



of | coume, to gwe them a hberal sha;re of the_

'booty . i - -
o But these men haVe all been pumshed
'-.whlch does not indicate the protection of Davy?”

. Sahib and Nasir. It indicates the danger of
scra,pmg together such a set of fellows for Thuggee.
They killed all people 1ndlscr1mma.tely, women and
men, of all castes and professions; and knew 80
little about omens, that they entered upon their
i expeditions, and kllled people, in’ sptte of such as

1 the most wnorant ought to have known were pro-
 hibitive.  They were punished in consequence, as
we all knew that they would be; and we always

used to think it dangerous to be associated with
them, for even a few days. Ask many of them who
are now here—Kureem Khan, Sheikh Kureem,
Rumzance, and others, whether this is not true;
and whether they ever let go ¢ven a sweeper, if he
appeared to have a rupee about him.” '

Q. ‘° And you think, that if they had been well

instructed in the signs and rules, and d.ttended to
them, they would have thrived ?” |

Sahib and Nasir. Undoubtedly! so should g

we all.” |
©. *“ You think that a Kuboola, or tyro, could
not anywhere form a gang of Thugs of himself ?”

" Suhib and Nasir. “ Never: he could know no-
thing of our rules of augury, or proceedings ; and

how could he possibly succeed? Does not all our

success

L
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success depend upon knowing zmd obserwng omeﬂs

e _and rules 2"

L would therefore never be very da.ngemus

Y to releaSe Such a man as a Kuboola ?"

bahzb and Nasir. ““Never:; unless he could j Join.
men better instructed than himself.  Every one
- must be convinced, that it is by knowing and  at-
tending to omens and rules that Thuggee has
thrived.” iy
Q. “I am not convinced, nor are any of the
| mative officers present: on the contrary, we do all
we can to put down what you call an institution of
the deity, and without dreadmg at all the eff‘ects of
her resentmaent 7« o1 i
. Sukih and Nasir. * “They may say so ; but' th_ey'
all know that no wan’s family can survive a murder
committed in any other way; and yet Thugs haye
thrived throfigh a long sevies of generations. We
have all childre 7, like other men ; and we are never
visited by any oxtlaordmary afﬁlctmn -

In another interview, one of the approvers was
asked—% And do you never feel sympathy for the .
persons murdered-—never pltv or compunctmn T

Sakib. ¢ Never.” Bl it i

Q. “How can you murder old men and young
children without some emotions of pity——calmly
and deliberately as they sit with you and converse

with you,—and tell you of their private affairs<~
; / of
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of | thelr hopes and fears—and of the lees a,nd il

children they are going to meet, after years of ab-
gence, toil, and suffering 17 ' G

0 Sahib, “From the time tha.t the omens have been.
favourable, we consider them as thims thrown |
into our hunds by the deity to be killed, and that
we are the mere instrument in her hands to destroy.

them that if we do not kill them, she will never
be again propitious to us, and we and our fa.mdte&
will berinvolved in misery and want.”

. Q. “And you cansleep as soundly, by the bodies

or over the graves of those you have murdered,’
and eat your meals with as much appetite, as ever ¥

Sahib. “ Just the same : we sleep and eab just

the same, unless we ave afraid of being discovered.”

©. f And when you see or hear a bad omen, you

think it is the order of the deity not to kill the

travellers you have with you, or are in pursuit of ?”
Sahib. “Yes: itis the order not to kill them
and we dare not disobey.”

:This last point of doctrine, like the rest, is uni-
versally received ; but some knotty questions arise
as to occurrences which present a conjunction of

‘a yery poor victim and a very good omen. Some -

Thugs let the traveller escape, in the hopes of find-

ing better game : others hold, that “ a bird in the

‘hand is worth two in the bush”; and regard for-
_ bea.ra,nce, in such a case, as an act of abominable
impiety.
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:'_-.ilﬁpiéty .Y furthel extract will %hew the respec»' _
| tive views of these conflicting sects, and the rea-
:sonmg by’ whu.h they are supported | '

_ Q When yuu have a poor traveller w:th yau,
‘or a party of travellers who appear fo have little
pr roperty. about them, and youhear ot see a very good
omen, do you not let them go, in the hope that the
return of the omen will guide you to better prey ?2”

Dorgha (Mussulman). “ Let them go' Never,
never | -—Kubhee nukeen, kubhee nuneen.”

Nasir (Mussulman, of Telmtfa.na) “ How could_
we let them go? 1Is not the good omen the order
 from Heaven to kill them!? and would it not be

~ disobedience to let them go? If we did not kill
them, should we ever get any more travellers?”

Heringeea (Brahmin), 1 have known the expe-
riment tried with good effect. I have known tra-.
vellers, who promised little, let go; and the virtue
of the omen brought better.” il

Ingent (Mussulman). “ Yes; the virtue of the
omen remains; and the traveller who has little
should be let go; for yoa are sure to get a better.”
- Bahib Khan (of Telingana), “ Never, never! This
is one of your Hindostanee heresies. You could
never let him go, without losing all the fruits of
your expedition : you might get property, but it
could never do you any good. No success could

result from your disobedience.” | :
Mm'{ce ]
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wha are in our hands, when we have a good omen,

- must never be let go, whether they promise little or

~much the omen is unquestlonably the g;gder, as
 Nasir says.” %

Nasir. “ The idea of serunng the good-mll i

Davy by dlsobeyxng her order, is quite monstrous.

‘We Deccan Thugs do not understand how you got | |
 hold of it. Our _a_.noestoxs never were guilty of

such folly.” {0 | HR
Heringeea. *“ You do not mean to say, that we of

- Murnae ' and Sindouse were not as well instructed

_ as you of Telingana?”

Nasir and Sahib Khan. “ We only mean to say,
that you have clearly mistaken the nature of 2 good

 omen in this cage. It is the order of Davy to
take what she has put in our way; at least, so we

in the Deccan understand it.” )

_ Althszgl-l there are some differences in the inter-
_pretation of omens and of rules, all are agreed that

_the neglect of either is followed by the most fearful

consequences.  To this dereliction they attribute
all the reverses which have of late years befallen
them.—Thus, in the recent indulgence of the prac-
tice of killing females and maimed persons :—-

§. ““And you think killing women has been one

of the chief causes of your misfortunes ?”
Feringeea. * Yes.” , | -

! ; i ©. “ And

6L

Mar lee (Ra,']poat) o Cerlmnly not: the tr'wellerq- '
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Q. ““And of our success against you?"
 Kulean Sing. “ Yes; I and my gang Were ar-

' rested after the murder of Newul Sing aud hxs

daughteys, at Biseynee, in 1920.7 TRt |
| Q% But Newul Sing had lost an arm ; ~and you-
‘before told me that you suffered because you there
'mfrmged a good old rule, and murdered a mzmned
person?” i -
. Kuleean. *“ Yes; it was partly that but was not
the great 'gang seized by Mr. Molony after the
murder of Monshee Bunda Alee, and his wife and
- daughter, at Lucknadown, three years after "

In another conversation, the sa_mé_ dpini:qns were
advanced. 'The Behar and Doali Thugs having
vehemently disclaimed any participation in the
muxder of women, Captain Sleeman said—

“But you Bundelcund men murdered abundance.”

Zolfukar. “Yes; and was not the greater part
of Feringeea’s and my gang seized, after we had
murdered the two women and little girl at Manora,
in 1830, near Saugor ! And were we not ourselves
both seized soon after ! How could we survive thing,q
hke that? Our ancestors never did such things.”

Fermgeea' “We had no soomer buried their
bodies, than T heard the chireya ; and on leaving
the ground we saw the to}mrbwﬁega these were
signs that Davy was dlspleased and we ga.ve our-
selves up for lost.” -

Again,
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it Agam, a.t a subsequént pemod the murder of a
) il being adverted to, thc followmg tha.logue oc-
i curred -——; e : . . Al

0 “I thought Hmdooq never stranglcd women.
i How came Punchum to strangle this girl 2" |
\ Keringeca. * Punchum was my mother’s brother
__ a.nd he never strangled her.”
0. Who dide | |
_ Fermgeea “ I have heard that 1t was Bhugwan
' --'Kachee, slave or disciple of his.” |
. Punna. “But is not the act of the slaye the act
of the master ? And did not Bhugwan stra,ng,le her
by Punchum’s order 7"
- Feringeea. ** Well, but how was Punchum pu-
_ msh_ed ! Did he not die before he could reach home ?
 And was not his son Bughola hung the November
following, with twenty others whom Jacob Sahib
. strung up at Kalapahavee in Gwalior ? ‘And was
. not Bhugwan hung with him? And what a horrid
| death dld Himmut die! He was eaten alive by
il Worms

" This view of the subject was continually recur-
ring in the conversations held by Captain Sleeman
Wlth the agprovers |

| -Q. “ And ._you think that much of your mistor-
" tunes have arisen from the murder of wornen ?”

' Lafmun " We all knew that they would come

] 11 upon
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- 'upon us some day, for this and other great sins.
We were often admonished ; but we did not take

- warning and we deservc our fates.”

Similar v151ta.ttons according to the Thug creed _
attend those who oppose or punish these 1ufﬁans.'
 No opinion appears more deeply seated in their
minds than this, which was repea.tedly advcmced.
by those with whom Captain Sleeman cnnverqed '

eh Abme the Nurbudda, Clnefs have never had
the same dxead of punishing Thugs as b@low it
have they !”

Feringeea. I‘hey had former ly; and have stlll_
T many parts.” i ;

©. “Why should they fear? Have therp been :
any instances of suffering from it?” N

Keringeea. “ A great many. Was not Na,nha,
the Rajah of Jhalone, made leprous by Davy for
putting to death Bodhoo and his brother Khumolee,
two of the most noted Thugs of their day. He
had them trampled under the feet ot"'eleph;:.'nts,
but the leprosy broke out upon his body the Very |

next day.”

@. “ Did he believe that thls pumshment Was
inflicted by Dayy for putting them to death ?”
 Dorgha Mussuiman.  He was quite sensible
of it.” |

©.  Did he do any thlng to appease her” g

Dorgha.  Eyery thing.  Bodhoo had begun a

well



'_well in Jha]one the Ra_)a,h built it up in a magni-
ﬁcent '-.tyle ‘he had a chubootra (tomb) raised to

. their name, fed Brahmins, and consecrated it; had
. WOl‘Shlp 1ns‘r1tuted upon it ;:—but all in vain; the

 disease was incurable, and the Raga.h died, in a few
i -_mmthq, & mlsera.blﬂ death. The tomb and well a.re
both kept up, and visited by hundreds to this day ;

“and 1o one doubts that the Rajah was pumshed for

putting these two Thugs to death.”

mn Pmurlcns or THE THUGS, a9 4 o

. 7 But Bodhoo bad his nose and hands cut |

off before, and could hava been no favourlte of

Davy’s Gt

' Feringeea. “ But he was a Thug of great re-

pute for sagacity we have never seen his equal :
people who had been robbed used to go to him as
‘an oracle.” |
©. “ But he had turned informer ; and was sent
o Jhalone, by Mr. Stockwell, to arrest his 4350~
ciates.” B SRR -
Dorgha.  © He went to M. Stockwell in a
passion ; his heart was not {ully turned away from
us then.
Q. “C Have you any other instances?”
Inaent. “ Hyndreds! When Madhajee Scind-
heea caused seventy Thugs to be executed at
- Muthura, was he not warned in a dream, by Davy,
that he should release them? and did he not the
very day after their execution begin to spit blood ?
and dld he not die Wlthln three months ?
Feringeea.
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angeea. e When Dureear the Rathore, and |
Knmere and Patore, the Kuchwaha Rajpoots, Ze-
'mindars, arrested cighty of the Thugy who had
 settled at Nodha after the murder of Lieutenant
Monsell, they had many warnings to let them go;

_ but they persisted, and kept them till some thirty

‘died. They collected fourteen thousand rupees,at
the rate of one hundred and twenty-five rupees from
every Thug.  What became of their families ?
Have they not all perished? They have not a child
left. Rae Sing Havildar, the Gwalior Subah of
Nodha, took the money; but that very day his only
son, and the best horse wn his stable, died; and he
 was himself taken ill; and died soon after, a
‘miserable death.” ;
~ Nasir. * Ah, Davy took care of you, then' And'
why ! Was it not because you were more dttentwe
to her orders?” : w8 e e
Zolfukar. * Yes; we had then some regard for
religion.  We have lost it since. ' All kinds of men
have been made Thugs, and all classes of people
murdered without distinction; and little attention
has been paid to owmens. Hn_w, after 'this,-cc-uld i
. we expect to escape?” . | AR L
- Nasir. ** Be assured that Da.vy never forsook o
us, till we neglected her,” - i
Q. “ Do you know of a.ny mstance of hel
punishing a man for annoymg T hugs in the
. Deccan?” -
Suhib



| Sahib Khan, A great many. = The Rajah of
|  Kundul, some ninety cose east from Hydrabad,
" arrested all the Thugs in his Raj for some murders
. they had committed. = For three successive nights
| the voice of Dayy was heard from the top of every
' temple in the capital, warning the Rajab to release

. them. The whole town heard her, and urged the
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_- Rajah to comply. He was obstinate ; and the third -

b '1aghf the bed on which he and his Ranee were

 sleeping was taken up by Davy a,nd dashﬂd wolentl y
i agamat the ground.” s o
e Were they lnlled"” -

Nasir, They were not killed, but they were

_:_dleadﬁlﬂy bruised; and had they not released the
- Thugs, they would certainly have been killed the

next night.”
Q. Were ¢ 'my of you present?”
Salib Khan. “ Our fathers were; and we hea.rd

it from them. It occurred sixty years ago.” -
Q. £ And do you think the Chiefs have still

 the same dread of punishing Thugs, in all parts of

0 Indial”
o Suhib. ¢ Certam]y not in all palt‘; because, in
 many, they have been suffered to punish them with
 impunity, on account of their neglect of rules and
| omens. | |

" Morlee. * There is no fear now. . They are

i everywhere . seized and ‘punished with impunity ;

I there is 10 1}slstmg your skbal (good fortune).”
- Dorgha.
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. Dorgha. “The Company® ikbal is such, that

' before the sound of your drums, smcerers, mtches,-

and  demons take ﬂlghf. and how can Thuggee. |
stand ?” i | i

Davey Deen. Thuggee' why, it.is’ gone! there'
are not fifty Aseel Thugs (Thugs of good hn‘th) ;
left between the ‘Ganges and Jumna,”

Chotee Brakman. “ Aod not more than th&t'
number of our old clans of Gwalior and Bundel-
cund ; but the Sooseeas of Rajpootana have been
untouched, and much is to be done. about Delhi
and Puteeala.” __

@ ** But Nasir and Sahib I&han thmk tha.t it
can never be suppressed in the Deccan e '

Nasir. *“ 1 think it never can.” _

Sakib Khan. 1 do not say it never can. I
say only, that the country is very large s -'mt'--in
every one of the five districts there are hundreds
of Aseel Thugs, who are staunch to their oath, and
attentive to their usages; that the country is every-
where intersected by the jurisdiction of Native
Chiefs, who cannot be easily persuaded to assist.”

Nasir: “ Assist! why, when we go into their
districts after a Thug, we are every instant in
danger of our lives. 1 got nearly killed, with all
the guard, lately, when close upon the heels of a
_gang: and when I complained to Captain Rey-
nolds, he told roe that we must consent to bear
these drubbmgs on account of the Company, or 1

could



. could be of no usmd:o hun in 3uch a country as

that.”

/@y And you thmk that all these obstaclcs are

-not to be overcome?” GO
Nusire <1 thmk not:

LR U That is, you thmk an institution formed'
by Davy, the goddess ca,nnot be suppressed by the

‘hand of man ?”
 Nasir. © Certmrﬂy, I think so.’

L ek 95 Bag you think that no man is Iulled by.

man’s killing -~ ddmeeke marne se koce murta

nuheen’; that all who are strané,led are strangled,

in effect, by God.”
' Nasir. ¢ Certainly.”
Q. “Then by whose killing have all the Thugs,
~who have been hung at Saugor and Jubulpore,

been killed 27

Nasir.  God’s, of course.”

- Q. “You think that we could never have
-cauwht and executed them, but by the aid of God "

. Nasir, © Certainly not.”
Q. ¢ Then you think, that so far we have been
assisted by God in what we have done ?”
Nasir. ““ Yes.” |
/ Q. *“ And you are satisfied that we should not

have ventured to do what we have done, unless we

were assured that our God was working with us;
‘or rather, that we were the mere instruments in His
. hands ?” ' '

@

Nasir.

iy
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. Nasiry, < Yes, L amn 0 b
@k Y Then do you not thmk that we may go )
on with the same assurance, till the Work we haye
~in hand 'is done; till, in short, the svstem of
| Thuggee is suppressed ?”
v Nasir. ' #God is alnugbty |
b R “ And there is but one oﬂ.?_”- i
Nasir. € One God above all gods.” | |
@ 7 And if that God above all gods supports e
us, we shall sncceed 2”7 L e
\(Nasiry Certamly by _
Q. *“ Then we are all satmﬂed that He is assmt— )
ingus; and thertfore hope to succeed, even in the
Deccan 1” j - : g
. Nasir, ** God only knows.” :
Sakib Khan. *° U God assists, you wﬂl succeed
but the country is large and fdvom able, and the
- gangs are numerous and well organized.” ;
Q. “So was the country we have already gone
over. How many Thug leaders from Sindouse,
after Mr. Halhed and Mr. Stockwell’s attacks, came
and settled in the Saugor and Nurbudda districts 2"
Sheikh Inayat. My father, Hinga Jemadar, and
his three sons, two of whom were hung at Saugor
the year befove last, came to Lowa, a village be-
tween Dhamonee and Khimlassa, in Saugor: my
younger brother, Dhurum Khan, was born after my
father’s death ; his mother could not, and my wife
nursed him. We were joined by Monowur Mus-
; sulman,




| ANB‘ innc*m or 'l’}IE mucfs R

‘and his sons.” [Hel‘e followed the pames of sixty-

one 'I‘hugs of note, that came from the grea.t Sin-

douse stock, and settled in dlfferent parts of these

territories, and formed new gangs.]

Q. “And how many of these noted Thugs, and
the gangs they formed, are still at large /iy

Sheilkh Inayat. ** Since 1 was taken in 1829, these

' have all been seized, and have been hung or trans-

ported, or are now in jail. Two of my brothers

have been hung. My youngest is now here. The

~ men whom they made Thugs have also all be taken;
and there are only five or six, that we know of.
There are, Bahadur Chabukaswur, Kuseea Kirar,
and Bodhooa, son of another Bahadur : these are
new Thugs, but they proved themselves good ones.
There are, Kadir and Poosoo, adopted sons of Ima-

" mee, the son of Mirja Mussnlman. These Thugs

ave at large in the district of Seonce or Nursingpore.
We know of no others.” |

Q. ‘Do you not think, that, if we perse\ ere, we
shall be able to do in the Deccan what we have
done here, and in the Dooab ?”

Inaent. “ No doubt.”

Swhid Khan. 1t will be a work of greatf r diffi-
~culty. Half or three-quarters of these gangs were
Kuboolas. Inthe Deccan, they are almost all com-
posed entirely of Burkas—meu well born, staunch
and able, above all the men of Arcot.”

Heringeea.

G,

{ sulma,n, N1ddee and Mungm Bral \mans, Lulloo, :

".'
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il Fcrm geea. “ And the Hindoo Thugs of leghat_ ':
~ upon the Knshna river ?”’
Safub Khar. © Yes; t])ey are extmordmary men.’

The sthect was renewed in othel convd‘sauon;,,__
and the same impressions avowed by the Thug ap-
. provers,  They appear, however, to have regarded . |
themselves as exempt from the penalties which
ordinarily followed any act of hostility to the Thugs,
Indeed, from the low state of moral fecling, and the
imperfect developement of the reasoning powers in
the East, much consmtency could hard]y be ex-
pected. e

Q- “ If Davy’s displeasure visits all who punish
Thugs, how is it that you all escape so well ?” |

Moradun. *° Davy's anger visited us, when we
were seized. That was the effect of her resent.
ment : s‘ne cast us off then, and takes no notice of

. us now.’

Q. And if you were to return to I‘huo‘gee she'
would still guide and protect you?” i

Moradwz “ Yes; but what gang would now re.
ceive us?” / )

Q. “ And you are not a{'rald to assist in sup-
pressing Thuggee?”

Moradun. * No; we see (yod is aqsmtmg you, and
that Davy has withdrawn her protection on account
of our transgressions. We have sadly neglected

her worship. God knows in what it will end v

Q. “ True!



Q. « True! -Go&._ﬁhly 'khows.;,"but we hop’é i
will end in the entire suppression of this wicked

and foolish. system ;. ‘and in the conviction, on your
) part that Davy has rea.lly had nothing to do
with i

Nasir. “ That Davy mshtuted Thuggee, a,nd'

supported it, as long as we attended to her omens,

and observed the rules framed by the wisdom of

our ancestors, nothmg. in the world can ever make
us doubt.” ' :

) The cof;ivictibrj'of the divine origin of Thuggee ";
is strengthened in the minds of its followers by the

belief that its mysteries are exhibited in the Caves

‘of Ellova. These gigantic wituesses to human in-

fatuatidnl and folly are confidently appealed to, as

affording proof, not only of the antiquity of the

practice, but of the divine sanction and operation.

Q O Yan told Mr Johnstone the traveller, while I

'he was ab Saugor, that the operations of Fony trade
were to be seen in the Caves of Ellora?”
Feringeea. “ All! Every one of the operatwns
i to be seen there. In one place, you see men
strangling : in another, burying the bodies: in
another, carrying them off to the graves. There is

not an operation in Thuggee that is not exhibited

in the Caves of Ellora.” .
. Dorgha, “In those caves are to be seen  the

operations of every trade in the world.” :
Cholee.
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SR ersrmﬂmNs oy HE msmm'

Cﬂatee “ Whenever we passed near, we used tu i

g0 and see these caves. Every man will there find
' bis trade described, however secret he may think i

il 1t,' and they were all made in one night.” |
Q. “Does any person beside yourselves consider
that any of these figures represent Thugs?2”
. Feringeea. “ Nobody else; but all Thugs kﬁow:
that they do. ~ We never told any hody clse what
we thought about them. Every body there can see

the secret operations of his trade, but he does not:

tell others of them ; and no other person can m;dexj—"
stand what they mean. They are the works of
God.  No human hands were emplo; Ld upon
them. « That every body a,dm!tq o it

Q. ““ What pa.ltu:ﬂlaa opera.tmns are there de-.
scribed in figures 17 : '

Sanidb Khan. ** I have seen the Sotha. (mvelgler)
sitting upon the same carpet with the traveller,
and in close conversation with him, just as we are
when we are worming out their secrets, In another
place, the strangler has got his roomal over his
neck, and is strangling him; while another, the
Chumochee, is holding him by the legs. These are
the only two operations that I have seen described.”

Nasir, *° These I have also seen; and there is
‘no mistaking them, The Chumochee has close
 hold of thelegs, and is pulling at them thus + while
‘the Bhurtote is tlghtemng the roomal round his
neck, thus!” !

Q. '[".[E'Wé
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QU Have yOu seen no others?? 11
Fermgem. i Ihave scen these two ; and a.lso the
Lughas carrymg ‘away the bodies to the grave, in
 this manner, and the sextons digging the grave
with the sacred plckaxe' all is done just as if we
' had owselves done it; nothing could be more exact.”
Q. “And who do you thmk could have executed
 this work ?” -

Fcrmgead. “ It could not have been done by

Thugs, because they would never have exPosed
the secret of their trade; and no other buman

'being could have doneit. It must be the work of

~ the gods: human hands could never have per-
formed it.” | | '
Q. * And supposing so, you go and worship it ?”
Saib Khan. “No.  We go to gratify curiosity,
and not to worship: we look upon it as a Mauso-
leum, a collection of curious figures, cut by some
demons, who ,_knew the secrets of all mankind, and
amused themselves here in describing them.”
. Hurnagur, ¢ We Hindoos go for the same pur-
pose. Wenever go to worship. We consider it
as a Pantheon of unknown gods.™ |

The word * Pantheon” is, perhaps, rather a free
 translation of that used by the Thug witness; and
- the assertion -fha,t the Hindoos visit it only from
. motives of curiosity seems consistent neither with
"'the behef of its bemg a temple of the gods, nor
LY with

Q.
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with former reports upon the subject; mor ._p‘i'o-:' :
. bébly do the Mussulmans, notwithstanding their
‘assertions, regard the mysterious hieroglyphics of
Ellora with as much indifference as they repreﬁ;ent \
They have adopted no small share of the customs
and superstitions of the Hindoos; and the Thug
formula of fraternization seems to have obliterated
most of the distinctive marks--w.hich remained. :

“In the Caves of Ellora,” says one approver, .
“ are to be seen the operations of every trade in
the world.” ‘ Every man,” says another, * will
there find his trade discovered, however secret he.
_ may think it.” “ Every body,” adds a third, in con~
‘ 'ﬁrma_tion, ‘ can there see the secret operations of
his trade ;”"—and Thuggee is held to be a trade as .
regular and lawful as any other. A
The Gentleman, by whom the conversatlon just
quoted is reported, relates another, in  which a
Thug leader, who is stated to have heen possessed
of most polished manners and great eloquence,
_being asked by a native whether he never felt
compunction in murdering innocent people, an-
swered with a smile, “ Does any man feel com-
punction in following his trade? and are not all
our trades assigned us by Providence?”  The
Native Gentleman said, “ How many people have
you, in the course of your life, killed with your
own hands, at a rough guess?” “I have killed
none ! "¢ Have you not been just describing to me-
4 num-



i a number of murders s Yes ;' but do yau sup-
. pose I could have committed them?  Is any man

: {,Ikx_llr;d from man’s killing ?  Admeeke marne se koce
et murta, | Is 1t not the lmnd of God that kills him ?
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i aml are. we not mere mstruments in the hand ot A

God"”
I‘atahsrn is a promment dogma. of the mced of

the Thugs. The old lady’s doctrine, that “ what

38 to be, shall be,” 18 theirs ; and/ they consider

' 'themselves ‘in the exercise of their trade, to be as

" exempt from moral responsibility, as the saw or the
. axe employed in cuiting down a tree. Yet, in at-

. tention to omens, or in neo*lect’ of these instructions, <,

. they strangely enough appear to regard themselves

%as free-agents, who may expect reward for ohe-

-'-"dlence and pumbhment for the want of it. In
 their view, to commit murder is inevitable, and of

| necessity : to murder according to rule, is an act
i it 2 ] i

ofchoice ; and to choose aright, is meritotious !

“But the belief in fatalism is not peculiar to the

Thugs : it is a doctrine pretty current in the East.
One verjr extraordinary instance of its effects is re-
lated in the conversation of the Thug approvers :——

“ Bura Sabily Jemadar, of Madura,” said the
‘narrator, " had several hundred followers ; and used
to make valuable presents to Nawab Dollee Khan,
‘who knew how he got them, and offered him a high

post, with rent-free la,nds, it he wou]d leave off the

' tmde l-Ie would not.” :
e 1 _ Q. “ What
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QL What became of him at last o i e
:Sa!ub and Nusir. © There was a areat Decmt_-;__

. _' | "leader of the same name, who had wmmlt,ted great (g

. ravages; and oxders were sent by the Nawa.b tothe )
 local officers, to blow him away from a gnn, as soon i
' as they could seize him. 'They se ized Sahib Khau
Thug, : and blew him away by xmstzxkc ‘before the
Nawab oot information of the artest. In a few

hours after ‘his' death, a message ca;me from the .

Nawab, to say that he feared there mwht be &___._. X
mistake : ‘and when he heard that Sahib Khan i)

Thug bad been blown away, he was much grieved, =

but said that God musf: have orda.med it, and the' |
fault was not his.” '

This made of settling the matter would have
afforded small consolation to the man blown from
the gun, could his last moments have Been gratlhed
by a communica tion of it ; but it was amply suiﬁ-m
cient to satisfy the conscience of the Nawa.b and
thus answered its purpoae. I
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THE outlme whmh h&s been given of the genoral_

it -chara.cter and ha.b1ts of the Thugs will now be hest

! _-1llustrated by yeference to some of the details
' elicited by the mqumea of the ]mopea,r: Autho~

iy Tities.

. eonvicted, before the Zillah-Court in Benares.
The following are extracts from the report of the

S.ession Judge to the Cou‘rt of Nizamut Adawlut :—

il The prlsnmrs are I‘hugs, and Y were e concerned.

_in three expeditions, during the month of Jeit

1.240 I*uslee, corresponding to part of June and i

i uly,_..1833 in which six persons were murdered.

“ The rrhanadal- of Juggut Gunge, with the

. Foujdaree Nazis, and the spies Goplah and Bhug-
| goo, went to Rajab-ka-Tullao, described as a halting-

. to have purchased various articles of food from the
- 'gmt,ers ‘shops, and to have slept there. Towards
; _' worning t‘ney took: their departure, a.ccompmled by
o 109 a Mussul-

In 1833, qeveml Thugs were put on trial, and

place of the prisoners and others, who were proved

| AND prAcTicEs oF THE TaUOs, 115
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iy ’Viussulman tmvellcr, and, Ieavmg the hlgh road' |
Ei a.t Sarai Mohun to the right, followed a pafhwa,y' _
iy f'or about a mile, where, having found a convement
© place, they stravgled the traveller, and threw his
body into a well. The Thanadar and his' party -
i .proceeded to the well which was pomtod out; and
on examining the Goraits of the nelghbournm_- :
 village, it appeared . ‘that there had been a body.' |
‘taken out i the month of Jeit, which had been

concealed by the Z emindar’s orders all day in some ;

~ sugar-canes, and at night thrown into the Sambhar
- Nullah : some Bones were found in the pullah,
which were declated to be human, and supposed to
be those of the murde-rn,d traveller. - o
“ The second Thuggee expedition oceurred i in the
jurisdiction of the Kilia-Khonah Thannah. = The
‘shopkeepers there sold spices, &c. to some of the
Thuogs who passed the night at the Dhurm balah'
of Bukt-Poorec at Kupuldhara, There were about
five-and-twenty Thugs, and two Mussulmen tra<
'veliers with them, with three bullocks. They :
all left before day-break ; and having pmcceded ;
about a mile towards the Ganges, the two travel- _'
lers were strangled, and. theu' bodies thrown mto
the river. = e :
“ The third Thufvgee excursion took place in Hu—
rooah Thannah’s jurisdiction. Three persons were
strangled, and the bodies thrown into Hurdoo
Dhobey’s well; in searching which, three sculls,
‘several
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qevcral huma.n bones, and a pa.tr of shoea, the Ia,tte
evlde‘ltly & sepoy’s, were (]ISCOVBI‘ECI )
' As the atrocious crime of Phan51gare, or
_'lhuggee, is fortuna.te]y very uncommon in  this
district, and no instance has oceurred ~during the
periods: 1 ha.ve been resident at Benares, T shall
~ submit, for the Court's conslderat:on the evidence
of two of the witnesses, and likewise the confession
of the prisoner Shumsherah ; which last was given
'b(,fore the magistrate, and aﬁ'ordb, perha.ps aclcaren
'.-mstght into their proceedmgq. ' SR
e The first witness to the fact, in each of thesc
cases, i Bhnmoa hlS ewdenu,, however, 1s 50

contra,dmtu:y, :md agrees-o baldly with the depo-
sition given before the magistrate, thot I nrafay
 sending the examination of the second witness,
- Kadir Khau a Patan, son of Jumum Khan, inha-
~ bitaut of Moujah Punnah, purgunah Moneah, 4511-_
lah Patna, aged forty-three years, for mu*{y a culti- i
vator, hut for the last twenty-one years a ’Ihug by ‘

".‘ i

pro[’essmn‘. W : -
** *In the month of Aghun, 1&40 he says, Fuslee,

":humshel ah, Oozerah, Moradun, Bukus, Asmut,
Mehar Ali, and myself, went on a Thuggee expedi-
tion to the westward, and reached the Oude territory.
At Chand Pertaubpoor we met Chuta Thug, n
il co'm'pany with a traveller who was afterwards
strangled, and eleven rupees with two or four cloths
lound on hlm W e journeyed onto Allahabad, and
L . thence
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i thencc castward Neal Bmount we met lroplah_"."_"-

G Beekah, and nine other Thugs, and they accc}m-:-

| panied us to Mirza Morad's  Serai. Theve we

found Mohur Singh, a Jemadar of Thugs Wltf?& ten
others, whose names I do not remember,  We alll__

“went on together, and rested at night nea:r the.._“

 temple at Ra‘]‘th-ka.—’l‘ullao On the road we met

atraveller, whom Mohur ‘EmOh evtered into con~
versation with, and persuaded to JOlll our paxty.

e the last quarter of the night we renewed our

march, and, quitting the high road near Serai,
 Molur followed a pathway for about half @ cose,
and strangled the traveller. = Seven rimees, Wlth '

two or four clotls; were. taken, and Gouly and

Mehar Ali threw the corpse into a well.
| % ¢ After walking some distance in the dlrectlon
Hinf Bendrcs, we overtook two Mussulmen trmellels
_ with three bullocks. They went in with us to our
halting-place, the Dhurm Salah, at Kupuldharah
Towards daybreak we departed ; and about a mile
off, near the banks of the Ganges, Mohur Singh

and Goury stmngled the travellers,  We found on

them five rupees, a sword, and two or three pieces
of cloths. Mohur Singh took all, and drove the

bullocks on before us. Our peopk, threw the
bodies into the river. After taking some vefresh-

ment, we proceeded to Sydpoor: there Salaroo,

a Burkundaz, recognised Mohur Singh, who, in

‘conseqguence, gave him five rupees. The three
" Dbullocks



