” _."bullocks were. sent by Mohur Smo'h to hm home;
~ From Sydpoor we went to Kytee; and the next

day to Rajghdt. = Very carly the following morn-

ing we procceded towards the west: it was then

the month of Jeit, and the period of the Ghazy-
‘meean, festwal ‘When we reached a tank, we
found two Sepoys and a Bearer sitting there. We
drank toddy with them s and all went on tocethelu
Mohur Singh asked them' where they came from,
and whither they were going. They replied, ¢ From
‘the east towards the west.” Mohur Singh said, ' I

__am also going towards the west.” In the evening,

‘halted at the Hurooah Bazar. When one
'q-ua,rter of the night only remained, we continued
our journey, and went two miles on the Punch
sossy road, where there is a pucka well, with two
mangoe-trees near it: there Moma and Imam Bux
strangled the travellers ; I standing by. Thirty ru-
pees, ten pieces of cloths, and two brass pots, were
found on them: there was also a horse and a
mare. We were then twenty-five persons.  Some
of us threw the bodies into the well. My share
was a doputta, and a rupee eight annas: the other
Thugs had their proportion, I took the mare, and
Mohur Singh the horse. From thence my compa-
nions and myself separated from the gang, and went
home : the other Thugs likewise travelled in the
direction of their homes.  After being at home for
some da,ys, the Tomandar and Foujdaree Nazir of

the
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| the m}r Of Pam“uaPPrehendéd me. I was nev‘ o

,_._taken up before, «during the twev*v-one yea.rs I
i -ha.ve pract!sed Thuggee. I have been in mimv"'_ i

“excursiens, in Oude and to the eastwards but ex-

| ce]?tmg the three expeditions. above alluded oy
~ have never done any thing in the Benares dmsmn N

W have spent all my share of the plunder. e

mare was. taken from my ‘house to the Patna

i 'A_d_a.wluf_ There ‘are only eight men conneeted
with me in this business. ~Their names are, Mo-

" radhun, Bukus of Siveree, Shumsherah, Oozerah,
Imam Bux of Khutary, Asmut, and Hunoman, a

Brahmm of Jurrowah. Of these exght Moradhtm- W

ond myse]f are ‘:m'dms Mohur S_mo-b has twenty-
five men, and is a Sirdar, . All the men were in
‘these expeditions ; buf I cannot remember thelr-
_' navaes.  We do not go armed : perhaps two may
- be'armed. We strangle our victims generally ; and
never use a weapon, excepting in case of necessity.
- No wounds were inflicted on ;;i'ri) of the victitm of
this district. = Those whn stran gle receive an ‘1d-"

ditional mpm, ! :
2 he ithird witness, QOphh son of Dyar, of the
Lode caste, inhabitant of Muteepmwa, Zillah Cawn-
 pore, aged twen_ty-sxx,years;_smd 1 A year ago, I
left home alone, on a Thuggee expedition towards
the east.  When I reached Bhaugur Mow, in the
Oude umnti'y, I met Kisseree Singh with twenty-
five ihurrs and Bekram and Muhadut Jemadars
w1th -



'.-'.wmh Mukdoom Bux and othets " After tra,vellmg'
1 fifteen cose) we fell'in with thrée trave]lers, whom
'B&l\ram Mukdoom a.nd Chudu st;ranglefd and took :

mn lec'ncss forr 'mr THUGS lalf' B

their property The bodies were throwd into a

‘well. I had my share. 'Going by Meean Gugge il
~ wand Hussun Gunge to Noel Gunge, we strangled,
‘five ity a,\«(.llexs . On  arriving on Burount near

oy L

Choby Bffzm Moradhun, Kadir, and Mohur Slwlz,.' b

Jemadars of T hugs, joined us with twenty-five men,
Bekram and the other Oude Thugs returned thence.

i '()n the road from Mirza Mourad to Rajah-ka-Tul-

~ lao, we met a Mussulman who went with us to the

latter place, where we rested at the Buneah's house

_ near the temple, and, after taking some food, passed
the night there. When the night was nearly over,
we resumed our march towards Benares; and leav-
ing the high road in a northern direction, struck
into a pathway for a mile, until we came on a plain
‘at some distance from a village. Mohur Singh

strangled the traveller, and I and another tht'ew i

~ the body into a well : we found on him seven ru.
" pees, a sword, two or four brass pots, and four or
'.ﬁve cloths. In the di'vi_sion,my share was a turban.
. The cloths and pots were divided amongst us, and
‘the rupees soon spent.  We then came to Benares,
and passed a day at the Serai Aurungabad. We

crossed the Sepoy lines, and entered the Orderly

-Bazar, where we met two travellers with three
bullocks.  We inquired whence they came, snd
R - where
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where they were gomg | ‘They sa.id from Hansy to;

Gm'ruckpore Mohur Singh suid, I am on my

way to. Gorruckpore ; come with us.” We pro-

ceeded to Kupuldara, and put up at the Dhurm

‘Salah for the evening. At the sixth hour of the
mght we renewed our journey. When we reached
the Ganges east [rom Kupuldara, some of us seized

. the.hands, and others the feet, of the travellers,
' whom Chutu and Imam Bux strangled: we then
. threw them into the river, Five rupees, a lotah, a _' |
swmd and a pair of pyjamahs, were taken, Mohur
_ Singh took the three bullocks. We tr avelled after-

wards to Sydpore, Kytee, and Ray‘fhﬁ.t, putting
up at the Luckah Serai. The next day we went
towards Sheopore; and stopping at Shunkur Talao,

we drank some toddy. We saw two Sepoys and a

Bearer sitting there; whom Mohur Singh asked
where they were going, and whence they came.
Their reply was, from Cuttack, and their destination
Lucknow. We all went on to Sheopore ; and from
that place to Hurooah, where we rested at a Bu-
neah’s shop. In the latter part of the night we

continued our march; and after walking 4 mile on
the Punch Cossy road, Beeka, Bheegoo, and Mo-

radhun, threw the travellers down, when Imam
Bux, Mohur Singh, and Goury, strangled themn.
The others remained on the watch. Twenty-five
rupees, a gold mohur, fifteen pieces of cloths, and
' ‘twenty brass pots, were gained, Six men and a

- Jemadar
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) Jemadar threw thc bOdleS mto o well In the di-
vision of the plunder, a lotah, a merzai, and a rupee,

G

were my share.—The witness mentioned, that all

'_th’e prisoners were Thugs, and concerned in the
three expeditions that took place in the Benares

- division, with the exception of Asmut.
. “The prisoner, Shumsherah, is an inhabitant of
Purneah, Pergunnah Moneah, Zillah Patna, twenty-
five years of age, of the weaver caste. Moradhun

supported and prote'ctc;d him whilst a child; and

~ whenever he went on a .Flluggee excursion, the

~ prisoner accompamed hin.
. 7 'The deposition before the magistrate is as fol-
Joya 1o * In the month of Aghun, 1240 Fuslee, Mo-
_ radhun, Kader' Khan, Bukus, Oozerali, Meher Ali,

Asmut, Imam Bux, and myself, proceeded on a

Thuggee expedition. We strangled several persons
in Oude, remaining there until the month of Maug ;
and then went to Allahabad, trom whence we tra-
velled, in an eastern direction, until we came to
Burount. + We found Goplah and Beeka there;
and further on the road, Mohur Singh, with four
other Thugs. We met a traveller ag we proceeded.
Mohur Sing, and his party, went on with him. We
vested in the evening at Hunoman Chokey. When
the night was nearly spent, we went on, and Huna
strangled the traveller. Seventeen rupees, some
~cloths, and brass pots, were found on him, and the
body was thrown into a well. I being the adopted

dii : pﬁpﬂ
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pu‘pﬂ of M ora.dhun, he took my share, . He gave
- me food only, and I was his follower. = Proceeding
_on our march, we met a Mussulman travelling:
 Imam Bux attached himself to him. W halted
 for the night at Rajah-ka-Tullao; and towards =
. niorning recommenced our journey. 'Leaving the
" high road at Serai Mohun to the right, we followed
a small pathway. . After walking a mile, we came

 mewr a garden, where Imam Bux btmngled thf‘. ik

.traveller. | Ten ' rupees, a sword, two dhotees, a

]ofa.h and some old cloths, were the plunder Two |

- or three men took the corpqe and threw it into a
- well, | Near Benares we met two travellers, Wlth-'

three bullocks. Moradhun, Kadir Khan, Gopl_a,h;

and  Beeka, 'joinéd them ; and in the evening we
made, Kupuldhara our resting-place, stopping at the
Dhurm Salah, ‘When one quarter of the night cmly' _
‘remained, the march was resumed ; and near the
banks of the Ganges, about a mile off, Beeka and
Unna strangled the travellers. 1 do not remember
. what plunder was obtained. Meher Ali, Moradhun,
Kader Khan, and Beeka, threw the corpses into the |
river. We then went to Sydpore. A Burkim_daz,' _
Salarco, recogrtised Mohur Singh, who, in conse-

quence, gave him four ru-pees: and Moradhin Seﬁt

the three bullocks, by Bukus, to his house. We

afterwards returned to the village of Bettree; and,
going by Chundwuk, arrived at Rajghdt. Re-
- maining there all night, we marched very early the

next v



‘mext morning, in a Wnstem dlrectlon. After }e:—lvmn

the city, we met two Sepoys and a Bearer,  Beeka

'?enteled into conversation with them, and they

‘came on ‘in our company. We halted at Hurooah
' Bazar, Towards day-break we resumed our route ;

| faﬂd going about two miles on the Punch Cossy

- road, where there is a pucka well, with two mangoe-
trees, Mohur Singh, Ramsuhoy, and Selwunt Rai,
 strangled the three travellers. They gained thirty-
two rupees, some cloths and brass pots. . The

 bodies were thrown into the well. = The travellers | «

' had a horse and amare with them : Kadir took the
~ first, and Goplah the latter. We afterwards went
te Burogong, where we divided the plunder; and
_ separated, going to our respective homes. I have
- never strangled any one, but have aided in throw.
. ing bodies into wells.  Eight annas is a very good
. remuneration for murdering a man. We often

strangle a victim who is suspected of having two

- pice.  We are unrestrained by any fears, in pur-
suing our vocation.  'We do not sell our plundel -

i @L
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bat, when thvr@ is & large quantity, send it to (1] P8

homes.’

~ “Bukus once accornpanied Moradhun and other'-;_

on a Thuggee expedition in Oude, and was with
. them two years; but has never practised in the
Benares district, and is unjustly accused.

 Oozerah ' declares that he is 'innocent. He
'-'.:onL*e found himself with Mrm.dhun &c., in Oude ;

but
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but ran away the moment he could when he dl@- '
mm&hme :'-"--ma Lwere. TTIEU; i
" Meher Ali served Moradhun, as a grass- cutter,
for five or six months. He acknowledged, before
 the magistrate at Patna, to having been his servant
. for the above number of years, and to having ac-
i compamed him in his Thuggee exPedltlons
% Asmut was Formerly called Dubery, alias Neea~
mut Ali, at present Asmut. He attributes his name
| heing mentioned to a fanily dispute he had with
the two brothers, Kadir Khan and Moradhun, with
whom he is connected by marriage; and, of course,

' asserts his innocence. The depositions of Nanuk,

‘Ramphul, Rujoo Singh, Balukgur, Purshad, Jug-
gernat, Thakooree, Kudoo, Isseredyeal, Uchalall,
and Matadyel, point out the halting-places of the
' Thugs in these expeditions; and the wells, &c.
where the bones and other retnains of the murdered
' persons were discovered.” '

The Court of Nizamut Adawlut scntenced four_
of the persons engaged in this txansactmn to be
transported for life.
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WHAT 18 called the i Burwha Ghat aﬂau, is re-

_markable, in many pomts of view. . It became the

'ﬁ.-;-sub‘)er't of elaborate mveshgatwn and it cannot be

unacceptable to prescnt a portion of the avidence.

Narooha Kumusdar, of the pulgunah of Burwaha,_.

 taken on the 5th of November 1831, before Captain

_Sandys, Assmtcmt to the Resident at Indore, and '

~in charge of the Nunar district, deposed thus :—
“ In the year Sumbut 1884 (on the 29th January,

AD. 183‘3) three camels loaded with treasure, be-

longing to Dhunraj Seth of Omr owtee, came to the

. town of Burwaha, rested the 30th and 3ist, pcud
the dutles demandable at the Custom- house, and

marched again, on the 31st Janudry, towards Indore,
by the village of Naen, which was then unoccupied
_aﬁd waste. On the bank of the nullah near that
village, the men escorting the treasure were all
" killed, and the treasure taken off by robbers; and
_.-on't'ne 3d of February 1829, Khosala Balar, of the

v1llage of Omureea, came to the guard in the even-

 ing, and reported it. It was then late, and the
horsemen nf the g,uard had gone to escort treasure
.I.. A ! " to



mmda,r of the purcrunah and Lhutter I)uff‘adar dﬁd
" three foot soldlers of the guard went towa,rds,__;:'_;'-._j

 Naen, the place where the murders had been coms

' m‘—_tte._d On the road, we met Golbeea, a Paldhee-;:'
© of the village of Nadeea, who told us that the three
 camels were left in the jungle; one with his legs

' tied, and the other two free. On coming to fhed

nullah, at about a hundred paces distant from  the
" road to the west, on the dry bed, we found three.
bodies ; they were under the branches of a Golur-
tree, covered with leaves, dry sand, and stones.
. We took them out; and found all their throa,tq cut i

apparently with swords.  On one of the bodies was.

a black coat; and by that coat he was recognised
to be Meer Futteh Alee, a merg hant of Borhanpore ;
he often passed by Burwaha on business, and became
~known to the peeadas of the guard. We then
went to Omureea ; and asked Humtah, the Putel of
that place, where the bodies were that he had re-
ported : and he took us to a part of the nullah in
which some water remained, with Girdhur Mulkatee
and Nana Putwaree ; and about fifty paces west
- from the place where we dtscovered the first three
- bodies, we saw two more bodies, Iymo' on the ground
on the edge of the water : their throats had been
cut in the same manner ‘LS those of the other two,
and they had been mangled by animals.  From
' this.



.e:” we. retumed to the first thret, bodies, and,

o _;aemrchmar further, found two more, about teu or

twelve paces from them, covered with sand, leaves,
i and :stones, and lying one over the other : we took

'-j-'them up, and found their throa.ts cut in the same

manner as those ot the others There was no

~ other wound discoverable on any one of the seven
_ boéhe,s We now went m search of the camds,
el and a,bout; a q;m*ter ofa, cose from the bodies, to

the “east, we found one camel down, with his legs
+ tred, We took him up, and came on to the village

of N‘ld{‘ba, where we found the two other ccmwls'
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i .bmws:mﬂ in a field; and sent all three, without ropes |

" or saddles, to Burwaha: and I collected the Baloes

from Nadae Rampoora, and Agurwara, and Omur-
reeu, 10 bury the bodies; and returned to Burwaha:

" and, at the Custom-house chokee, ascertained, from

the books of Gunput Raw, the agent on the part of

. the Farmer of the Customs, that, on the 30th of Ja-
. nnary 1829, Dhunraj Seth’s three camels had paid
: "du'ty ; and that on the same day, a Bhowanee Per-
saud, and others his companions, bearing arms, and
 residents of Bundelcund, thirty persons, with six

. ponies, had been entered as paying Rahadaree

duties ; and, on the same day, Meer Tullah Alee,
~ the merchant, had passed on his way to Indore.
? __Aftu learning these partlculars, 1 sent off in pursuit
. of the robbers.”

Davev bmgh, peeada of the gmrd doposed on
K _ the
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Rl :'the same da.y, to the same effect as caisc dld Gaw |
0 bind Apa, peeada of the same guard* and Chutte:,, )
| dufadar of the same guard ; and Rana Rugonath
. Sing, zemindar of the purgunah « of Burw aha, | Khel!
“men employed for this purpose deposed to. ‘rhe:r
having burled the seven bodies, by order oi' the'
Kumasdar. ekt -

Bljan Ndek Nahﬂ of Jmurcm in Burwa,ha,
gaid »—* In the year Sumbut 1984, three ca.mel
laden with treasure, from Dhunraj Seth,” wvre
robbed at the nullah of the village oﬂ | Nd,ean, and |
seven men, who escorted i, mmdcred Naraba,
kutasdar of the purgunah, called me, cmd ordered
me to search for the murderers. 1 took three
other nahils from Omureea, and two danuks from _
Nadeea, and Bheela Raw, a pucada of the guard of
Burwiha, with me, to pursue the track (many) at
_the place where the bodies lay.  We could find no
trace : but, after a good deal of search, we found
the many on the road to Key, about a cose from
the village of Naean east, near the deserted village
of Khoree; and from that place we followed it,
through the villages of Gldwam, Juautpoumh,
Ramgolah, Chorurudee, Khamkee, Khargee, Ba-
roul, and Kutkote, Holkar's territories.  From this
place Bhula Raw returned home to Burwa_ha'; and
“we took zemindars, one Dhanuk and one Bilae,
to follow on the many or track. We fduhd it
 through lhmq,hunna Gowarbar, (:rureegor, Chun-
' dero .



:-dere G’rurh Sankola, Byroogow, Kop (xowra, Bee—
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~ tord, up to the howlee of the village of Portula, in

' the purgunah of Neemunpme Mukoar, in the ter-

e 'ntorxes of Bunnear ; which bowlee is situated about

o two hundred paces from the wllage- from that

_ bowle¢ no ‘trace could be found. We told the putel
of that village, Dew Chund Kolee, and two other |

- people, to carry on the trace ; ; an_d if they could not,

_ they must answer to their Government for the

_murdé'rs ; and having told them this;, we returned,
On our way, we saw the people of Kutkote cutting |
. wood, and asked about the people who had passed

“of late, They said they had seen, on the Nuddee,
~under Kutkote, twenty-five or thirty men from
. Bundeleund Awud with five or seven ponies, and

asked them whence they came: they said they

were from Malwa, and were going to Pootula, but
‘had lost their voad. We returned, a.nd 1ep01ted
all to the k:lmaf-,da,r of Burwaha.”

Anothel_._ witness, named Tejula Bular, of the

village of Nacl-eea-, purgunah of Burwaha, testified
to  this effect:—" In the Sumbut 1884, on
nullah in the vxllage of Naean, in the purgunah of
Burhawa, three camels laden with treasure, belong-
' “ing to Dhunraj Seth, were robbed, and the men
. who escorted them murdered. 1 had been taken

a8 e begar with a kafila of Government servants,

. who were going with a palkee, and other things,
from Borhanpore as far as the village of Omureea;
: i R o “and
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a.nd was on my return, and warmmfr myself at a_..

 fire left ‘burning on the ground, which a p'u'ty of '

i Brinjaras had just qufb’ccd near the village of Na,a,an, .

. when I saw a number of carrion-birds, such as vul—-- e

tures and others, descend from the s,ky, and collect:-

on the bank of the nullah: on seeing this, I went

to the village 'of Rampora in the above purguna.h i
“and told Omrow Bhugwan, and other Baloes, that =

. some animals must be lying dead in the nullah of

 Naean, as carrion-birds were there collected. They
all accompanied me to the nullah, to sce; and
‘we found two human bodies lying in the nullah,
close to the edge of the water. On seeing them,
my compamons returned to Rampora, and I came
home. On my way, I met Heera Rajpoot, of the

village of Agurwara, feeding his cattle in  the

- gmund& of Naean: and I told him that I had seen
the bodies of two murdered travellersin the bed of
the nullah ; and, at his request, I went again, and
pomted thcm oat from a distanice.” '

The deOSithIl of the person thus refened to
was as follows:—* I was grazing my cattle on the
boundaries of Naean, when I'ejula Bular, of Na~
deea, came towards me from the nullah, and said
‘some people had murdered two tra,vellern, and .
‘thrown their bodies into the nullah; and, at my-".
request, he went and pointed them out to me. At
that time, Nana Putwaree, of Naddera, was on his
way from Burwaha to Omureea ; and meeting him,

| I men-

i



i I menuoned the cxrcumsta,nce.. He went on to_
,‘: - wards Omureea; and T returned to my cattk

Nana Putwa,ree dcposed—-—-“ That, on hearing
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i the mrcumstances from Heera Rajpoot, he went to i

_Omureea, and told Clrdhur Muktee and Himota
iy Putel; and went w1th them, and Bichun Nahil and ;
| .‘iha,mlla Bilae, to see the hodies. After seeing the

. 'two we returned; and I requested Shamila Bular
: :to g0 and report to the guard at Burwaha but he

| sent his brother Khosah to do so. Khosa.la de-
 poses, that he was sent to report the circamstance :

to the guard at Burwaha; and reached the place
towards evening, and reported accmdmgly |

Urzee, of Dhun Raj beth, forwarded, thm{;gh |

Captain Robinson of Ellichpore, the following state-
. ment " About. thirty-three months ago, 45,000

rapws of my pr apelty, on three camels and one
‘pony, with nine men, on their way from Bumbdy to

Indore, were taken by twenty-nine I‘hugs, four cose
from Alvee Bureyra, and twenty from Indore. The

nen were all killed, and the pony taken with the

'Ij property, but the camels were let go. ' Behareelal |

and Gomanee Ram, my gomasht'zq, went, with' Do]la.

Hurcara of Holkar’s, in search of the Thugs; found
them in Jhansee ; and gave information to the Go- '

e vernor«-Generals Agent at Humeerpore, who got
. them seized and put in irons. They confessed
i 'that the propelty had been ta.ken and dmded into

i . a hun-



a hundred and one shares; and the Agent sent i
them all to the Resident at Indore.  The Resldent
sent them back to the Agent at Humeerpore, who
made them over to the Jhansee Rajah's vak_eel_
with orders to recoyver and make good the propexty.
. “Some time before this, gold, to the value of
92,000 rupees, in charge of four hurcaras, and
another batch of gold to the value of 11,000
rupees, on their way from Poona to Jeypore,
were taken by Thugs, and the people murdered.
The robbery was traced to these same Thugs,
some of whom were in the Gwalior, and 'éomc;z in
the Dutteea territories : many were taken, and made
over to Kishen Persaud, Holkar’s vakeel, and put
into his highness’s fort of Alumpore. Ihave reco-
vered fourteen or fifteen thousand rupees out of the
whole ; but my agents have, in thirty-three months,
spent, in the search, fifteen or sixteen thousand.

“ The officer in charge of the Jubulpore district
has seized seven of the Thugs, and sent them to
the Resident at Indore; and their case is not yst
decided. = All these Thugs reside in Jhansee zwd-
Jubulpore ; and they should be made to give
up my property. My gomashta at Humeerpore
wanted a hurcara and a letter; but the Agent of

. the Governor-General would not furnish them, out
of regard for the J hansee Chief; though the Resi-
dents of Nagpoor and Gwalior and other places
have written to hlm in my behdlf '

ILLUSTRATIONS or 'I'HE HISTORY

Some
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'- _Sériie}f.info'rmaﬁdli on the atibj_et:t was also re-
. ceived from Urzee, of Nanik Ram, gomashta of

_ Dhunraj Seth, through Mr. Graeme, the Resident
. at Nagpore:—“About three years and four months |

 ago, three camels and a pony were laden with 12,500

‘reals of silver, value 40,000 rupees, and, under the
escort of seven matchlock-men, were on their way
s fromy Bombay to. Indore: on the road, about six

o cose from Indore, twent}f-nme, Thugs killed all the
 escort, and took the pony, but left the camels. Be-

 hareelal and Gomanee Ram, my gomashtas at
Indore, heard of the robbery; and informed the

Court of Holiar, who sent Dolla Hurcara with
them, to search for the Thugs. = They found them
at Jhansee; andinformed the Agent at Humeerpore,
who' got them secured: and when they had con-
fessed the crime, he sent them off to the Resident
at Indore, thh the Jhansee Rajah’s hurcara, = 1200
‘rupees and three of the reals were found upon

them, and ‘made  over to the gomashtas; and

the Resident, having proved the theft, sent them

back to the Govcrnop(xeneml s Agent at Hiumeer- -

| pore; who made them over to the Jhansee Ba]a.hs
. yakeel, with orders to request his master to make

-~ good the property. -
“ Some time before this, silver and gold to

. ‘the' value of 33,000 rupees, were on their way,

i charge of hurcaras, ‘from Poona to Jypore;

--cmd thL men were all killed by Thugs, and the
' property

ey



‘property taken : this was made known to the Agent'
at Humeerpore, who discovered that the Thugs
were from Gwalior,  They were seized, and sent

‘to the Resident at Gwalior ; who ascertained the
truth, and recovered gold to the value of 4000
rupees, and put it in deposit at Gwalior, and
afterwards made it over to my gomashta, Four
Thugs had been seized by the gentleman at Jit-
bulpore, with 1400 rupees of gold upon them; and,
on my representation, through the then Resident
of Nagpore, Mr. Wilder, they were forwarded
to Indore. 'The gold was there made over to

" my gomashta, and the Thugs sent to Humeer-
pore; where the Agent made them over to the
Jhansee Rajah, with orders that he should satisty
me, and get my razeenameh, as he must have re-
ceived a share of the booty. i

““The vakeel sent them all to Jhansee, but re-
mained himself at Humeerpore: and the Rajah
detained my gomashtas a month; and then told
them to go to Humeerpore, and he would send
them the thieves. They went accordingly to the

Agent at Humeerpore, who promised to recover
the property for them; but it is not yet forth-
coming. The gomashtas are reduced to despair,
and have expended thousands of rupees. The
Saugor gentleman is now in charge, and 320
reals have been found upon the Thugs: and
as Beharcelal and Hursahee, my gomashtas, are

now
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‘now at baug,,or, I pray a letter to his addrf,ss, to
- request he will cause the Jhansec Rajah to make
_ good my, losses.” : it

~ The confession of one of the principal actors in
the Burwaha-ghdt massacre cannof but be inter-
esting. _Theﬁ' adverse fates of so many of the
leaders enumerated must be sufficient to shew that,
of late, the occupation of a Thug is far from

havmg been a comfortable one. The person whose
~ confession follows was named Moklal. The de-
~ position was taken at Saugor, before Captam Slee-
man —

“ In the month of Kartick, about six years ago,
I, Bukhut Jemadar, and Thukoree at large, Dhokul

Meraca Pande (hung at Saugor), and Moklal ap-
prover, left our homes at Poorah in Jhansee, on an
expedition to the Deccan; and after taking the
auspices outside the village, we proceeded vid Jhan-
see, Bhilsa, and Rehlee, Leaving Bhopaul on the
right, we crossed the Nurbudda at Cheepanere, and
encamped outside of the village, under a Bur-tree
on the bank of the river, where we found a gang
of fifty Thugs under the following leaders :-—

“ Roshun Jemadar, hung at Saugor, with ten fol-
lowers.

€ Khuleel dltt(), hung at dltto, with ten ditto.
% Ghureeba Dhadee, hung at ditto, with seven

dltto
2 Zolfukar

G
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“ Zolfakar Jemadar, hung at dn;to vnth aeven
) dlttn
. “Golab Khan, alias Puhara, hung at dltto, mth
three ditto.
. “ Sheikh Madaree, hung at Joura. :
 Moollooa Aheer, and Kehree Lodhee, who ched
in the Saugor jail,

“ Nunha Mussulman, Manoola, Bhowanee (son of
Rostum), Mahomed Buksh, Pawn Mahomed, Sheikh
Chotee, Daood, and Pawn Khan, approvers, also
encamped, and we joined them: they had reached
this place from their homes without committing
any murder. The next morning, we all, fifty-six,
set out on the road to the Deccan ; and arrived at
Hurda, where we passed that night. Thence we
proceeded, by Singeea Deo Boregow and Asseer, to
Borhanpore, and encamped outside of the town,
in a grove where there was a Muth (Gosaens lodg-
ing). We halted there the next day ; and about
noon, a. gang of fifty-six other Thugs, under the
following leaders, came up from their homes, and
joined our gang :—

“Purshaud Lodhee, hung ot Saugor, wu:h ten
followers.  Purusram Jemadar, and Sirawun his

i brother, at large, with fifteen. Munohur Partuk
 Jemadar, who lately cut his throat near Jhansee
when he found the guard from Jhansee coming up
with him upon the open plain, and died on the
spot. Khooman Brahman, brother of ditto (at
| large),



large), number .pf folld“?éis not _mmembered:; .Ian'd'

Mahraj Patuck, who drowned himself in the lake at
- Dhamanee, on his way to Saugor under an escort,
1832, - | |
“ We all amounted to 112 persons,

“ From this place we set out on the road to the

Decean.  On reaching the bank of the Taptee river,

we sat down; and while wewere talking and smoking,
two Mussulman travellers came up, on their way
from Bhopaul to Aurungabad. Roshun Jemadar
‘acted as Sothae, and won their confidence. They
sat down with us, and smoked the hookah; and
Roshun gave them somge food to eat, as he was
himself eating. After resting here some time, we
went on with the travellers, and reached Tankolee,
a village six cose south from Borhanpore, and en-
camped on the bank of the river on the north side
of the village, After we had taken our dinner,
about two ghurries after sunset, we sent some
people of our gang to conyerse with the travellers;
and while they were engaged in talking, they were
both seized and strangled upon their beds, by
Khoda Buksh Mussulman and Bukhut Brahman,
both at large, assisted by others as Shumsheeas,
who were sitting near them. We got from them
one hundred and fifty rupees in cash, two match-
locks, one tattoo, and some other articles. In the

division, we got one rupee each.
| “ After
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. “ After this affair, the next morning, -we-"pm-e_
ceeded on the road to the Deccan, and reached
 Edulabad, about ten cose south from Borhahpbre_--: '
and encamped outside of the town, at a Fakeer's
~ Tukeea under some trees. The same day, eight
Rokureeas, of whom six were armed with match-
locks, and two camel-drivers, came up with Tippoo
Sahee rupees (Spanish dollars), from Dunraj Seth's
houge at Bombay, on their way to Indore, and
lodged in a shop in the bazaar, We sent Khode

TLLUSTRATIONS OF THE HISTORY

Buksh (at large), and Molloo Jemadar, as tilhaes

(spies), to watch them : they went and put up in
one of the shops near them. The next morning -
the Rokureeas set out, and both our spies followed
them. We conjectured that they would probably
encamp at Tankolee that day; and, as we had
already committed a murder there; we did not think
it advisable to follow them to that place: we ac-
cordingly went on to Chaund Devee, = The Roku-
reeas did not, however, go to Tankolee, but to
Borhanpore, on the following morning. Khuleel,
Mahraj Patuk, Purusram, Zalim, and Bukhut, je-
madars, with fifty select Thugs from the gang, set
out for Borhanpore, thinking that the Rokureeas
would arrive there from Tankolee. ' The remainder
of the gang returned from this place to Deoleea,
in the Bhopaul district, having appointed to re-
join them there after perpetrating the murder of
the above Rokureeas.  About one watch before

sunset,



 sunset, our party arrived at Borhanpore, and en-
camped outside of the town, towards the north.
Here both of the spies brought information that
the Rokureeas had put up in the bazaar. ' On this,
we sent Molloo and Ghureeba, jemadars, to make
inquiries ; and on reachmg_,_ the bazaar, they found
three other camels lodging there, hut not the
Rokureeas we were in search of. They returned,
and reported ; and we sent off Khuleel and Mono-
B 1 ok jemadars, and Mudara Thugs, to trace them,
bﬂ'ering to give them one hundred rupees’ reward,
over and above their share of the bobty. They
were to proceed to Asseer, and thence on to Bore-
gow ; where we would wait for them. These three
men arrived at Asseer about midnight; but could
not discover the Rokureeps, although they were
at the time lodged in the bazaar. The next morn-
ing we reached Asseer, without finding any trace of
the Rokureeas; and sent Ashraff (at large) and
Monga (who died in Saugor jail) to the bazaar, to
purchase some flour, &c, ; and went on to a nullah
about one-half cose distant from Asseer. Soon after
we had sat down at this nullah, these two men
returned, and told us that they had seen the Ro-
kurecas settling the duties at the Custom House.
On learning this, we were much gratified; and
leaving Moonga and Ashruff, as tilhaees, to watch
their movement, we went on to Boregow. A little
after our arrival there, the spies brought informa-

tion,
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' 'Itmn that the treaslxre-bea,rera would not pass tha‘t
way, having gone to Punchpuhar. On hearing this,

| we immedlately set out for Punchpuha,r but could

 not find the Rokureeas. We passed that mght_ i

 there; and in the nrm'rnl‘hcr we sent six other active |
- Thugs, in different directions, to trace them; two =

to Asseer, two tc Boregow, and two to Sherpore,
on the Indore Road; while the main body haltéd-
“at Punchpuhar.  About a watch before sunset, the
two men from the Sherpore came back, and told
us that the Rokureeas had lodged in the bazaar at
Sherpore the preceding night; had set out on
the road to Indore that morning ; and intended to
put up at a village about eight cose from Sherpore,
name not remembered. They got this information
from the people at Sherpore, and it was correct.
Here the four other men rejoined us also. On
learning this, although we were all much tired, we
immediately set out for that village, leaving Sher-
pore on the right : we arrived there at midnight,
and encamped outside of the village, under a large
Peepul-tree.  The next morning, when the Roku-
reeas set out from this village, we followed ; and
about a cose from the village we were detained by
the chokeedars of the Custom-chokee ; and during
our detention, the Rokurceas went on, out of our
sight: we paid the chokeedars one rupee four
- annas, and went on. During this interval, the trea-
Sure-bvarers had, we found, crossed the Nurbudda at
' . Buwrwaha-



| Burwahaghét andgone on to the ba.zmrof Burwaha, i

a village the other side of the river, and put up in a

~shop.  We followed, and crossed the Nurbudda at
the same ghit, and encamped outside of the same

| mlldge,_ -u.nc__ler a Bur-tree, near the small reservoir.
The next morning, the Darogah of the Custom-
chokee detained the treasure-bearers, to settle du-

 ties on their treasure ; and we were detained also
by the same authority: but we did not intend to pay

~ them till the treasure-bearers ha'd settled, with the
view of following them, The treasurc-bearers

had great altercations thh the people of the
 chokee, who demanded a high rate of duty from

thiem ; when Maharaj Patuck went to the Darogab,
and admonished him, and asked why he did not
et the treasure-hearers go; as, in the event of
any accident happening to their treasure, if thcy
-moved at a late hour, he would be responsible for

it om this, the Darogah became alarmed, and took |

from them whatever they had intended to pay.

It was now late, and the treasure-bearers would

not move that night. We advanced to a garden
about two cose on the side of the road ; where we
cooked and ate our dinner, and passed the night.

' The next moring, while we were preparing to

move; we saw the camels and the treasure-bearers
coming on; and we immediately set out, and went

on to a nullah in an extensive bamboo jungle,

where there was an uninhabited village. Here we
S : all
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al) sat down, a,{’cc,r cuttmn- some’ large bambao: i
_stlcks, thinking this a suitable place for A B

B While we were smoking, a man on horseback, whu: 0
had been the companion of the Rokureea.s ever . .

since the preceding night, came up, and sat down
with us to smoke.  Soon after the Rokureeas ar-
rived, and sat down to rest. We surrounded.t'he-:i}"""':
~ from every side; and seized and strangled the six
matehlock-men ; then the horseman; aud, lastly, we
pulled down the surwans from the camels, with the
bamboo sticks we had cut there, and strangled
them. We buried the bodies of the whole in the
nullah; and instantly made Ghureeba mount ‘on
the sowar’s horse, and took the treasure-camels by’
a byeroad through the jungle, lcaving the high
road to Indore on the left. ~ Going on about two
cose from the place where we had committed the
murder, we sat down and took the loads off the
camels, put them on our tattoos, and turned the "
camels loose in the jungles. Here we left the In-
dore road altogether; and took another, in a direc-
~ tion to the east. In three days we reached Sun-
dulpore, and encamped on the bank of a tank.
Here we cut the treasure khootjees with tulwars
and knives: and took out the treasure, in which we
found 15,000 Tippoo Sahee rupees (Spanish dol-
larg), silver bullion 100 rupees weight, and a small
brass box stamped. When we broke open this
box, we found in it four diamond rings set with
jewels,



"..":_“'--."-.,}ewels elght pearls, a.nd one pait of gold kurras or
' bangles. - The whole of these articles amounted to

1000 Txppoo Sahee rupees in value. From this

_ hooty, Zalim took out a handful of money, as an'_'_ '
i oﬂ'ermg to Davy, which we intended to give to

| priests of Bindachul; but not finding an opportu-

- ¢ nity for domg 50, it was left with Zalim. = After-
. wards we divided the booty, and got about 150
Tupees each-—mTlppoa Sahee rupees (Spanish dol-
lars). The pearls and jewels were divided according

to their value, which had been then estimated.
 The shares of those who left our gang for the

~ Bhopaul district, as before deseribed, were given to
their friends and relations, 'Hurry Singh [at large,
- adopted by Khoman, died in Jubulpore jail] took
the horse, for ten rupees. = We passed that night

at Sundulpore; and afterwards returned to our

g
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- homes, by regular stages. A few days after our

._re’mm home, the part of our gang whom we had
- left behind at Doolea returned, having heard that

the treasure had been robbed at Burwaha Ghat.” ;

Few things are more difficult to a native of In-
dia than to tell the truth, under any circumstances ;
and the confessions of criminals, in all countries, may
- be expected to contain a mixture of truth and false~

‘hood. The deposition of Moklal is not perfectly
. consistent with the rest; mnor even with another
btateme,nt by himself, made in conversation with
e L - Captain
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Captain SIeenian, and drawn forth by the quéstimi,
““How did you manage the Burwaha Ghit affair 17
That statement is here submitted s and tha reader
must choose between the narr a,twea. '

_“ It (Burwaha. Ghz’l_t _a,ff'ahf) gave us a great deal
of trouble, as the dollars were laden on camels,
They went fast, and, afraid to appear near to them
~ in a body, we several times lost all trace of them.
We first fell in with them at Borhanpore. = Ours
was only one of three great parties that went from
Bundelcund, Gwalior, and Saugor, that year,, to
Kandeish ; and it consisted of about one hundred
and sixty Thugs, concentrating upon the treasure
party. At Burwaha Ghat, on th& Nurbudda river,
we found them disputing with the Custom—hoube
officers about the payment of duties, and %atmg
the hardship of being obliged to expose the value
of their charge in an unsettled country. We paid
duties for ourselves and our six pomnies; and, leav-
ing a few scouts, passed over the river, and went
on to the small deserted village of Naean, in the
midst of a jungly waste. Here we waited till the
treasure party came up; consisting of eight men,
mounted on camels, and armed with matchlocks ;
and a merchant, by name Futteh Alee, who had
joined them on the road, in the hope of heing more
gecure in their company than alone. It was about
nine o'clock in the morning when they reached the
place.
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i place. Th‘é’-.sign'al was given : e rushed in upon
. the camels, seized them by their bridles, and made

_tllem sit down, by beatmg them with sticks, The

men were seized and killed ; some strangled, some

| stabbed with spears, and some cut down with

swords, Futteh Alee was pulled off his pony, and

'-stmngled We . transferred the treasure to our

| pomea 5 threw the bodics into a ravine ; and went
on for three days w;fhout haltmw any whete, as we
knew we should be immediately pursued. After

we had got beyond démger,’ we rested, and divided

the booty ; setting aside the proper share for the .

Temple of Davy, at Bindachul, near Mirzapore.

“ Dhun Raj Seth sent his agent, Bearee Lall, to
the Resident at Indore, and the Agent of the Gover-
nor-General in Bundeleund, to recover his dollars.
 He got a good many of the principal Thug leaders
arrested : they were sent by the Agent in Bundel-
cund to the Resident at indore, who sent them
~ back to the Agent; who made them over to the
‘Native Chiefs in whose jurisdiction they resided,
-with ‘orders to make good the money. These

Chiefs told us to make good three-fourths of the

money taken at Burwaha Ghit, by a general con-
tribution.  We agreed to do so, and weve let 80 :
some paid out of the fruits of former expeditions :
~ others borrowed in anticipation of future success ;
. and those who had neither money nor  credit,
pledfred themselve to pay part of their future

o : L2 earnings.
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eamings.  To tlm Bearee Lall agreed ;. a;nd sent s

~ them on expeditions; retaining Chotee, Bukh_t__tt and

I'ot'he'l Jemadars of great influence, dbout his person.
He got a good deal of money by procuring the re-

 lease of all the noted Thugs then in confinement at

 different places. He got nine thousand rupees for

“the release of Dhuram Khan Jemadar from Gwa-
Tior, on the pretence that he was engaged i in .the |

affair, when he had been in prison long before. He

had got a great prize of jewels from some men-_' |
killed near Kotah, and his family could afford to
pay.  Such was Dhun Raj Seth's mﬁuence, that
he could get a gang released from prison in anv'
part of Indm and for some time, his agent, Bearce
Lall, had d.lways half-aidozen of tHE € principal Thug
leaders about his person, and used to attend all.
our marriages and festivals,  What his master got
we know mnot; but he got a great deal of our
money.” b gl



CHAP. VIIL

_ A WITNES&, named Feringeea, whose evxdem,e has
' heen already frequently referred to, gave the fol-

lowing account of an explmt Imown as  the

J  Dholia and Ma!agow affair.”

i Five- -gangs cnncentra.ted in the village of Jo-

keer, between Dholia and Malagow, in Kandeish,
el,mountmg to two hundred and fifty Thugs, under
myself. Makun, who was hung at Indore, 1829 ;
Gunga Deen, who was hung at Indore, 1829;
Chotee, approver; Maharaj Partuk, who dr owned

himself at Saugor; Sheikh Nungoo, dead; Persand,

hung at Saugor, 1832; and cthers.

“We left Jokeer for Malagow, with two travek
~ lers whom we had killed before daylight; and were

' yesting at a well two cose north of Malagow, when
we heard, after sunrise, the Chim mama on the
r_lght I proposed, according to all the recognised
rules of augury, to go back to Jokeer immediately.
To this propoqal they would not consent; and we

“ent on to Malagow, where I proposed that we
' should
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- shOuId halt and avert the threa.tened evil by a sa.m' )
orifice.  This was ov erruled by a party who supf_'
- posed that it might be as well averted by quitting

- the high road to Kopurgow, and diverging to the

right, upon that of Chandore. I went on with
‘them four cose, to a village whose name I forget;
but at night determined to obey the omen, and
camé back, with my gang of twenty-five Thugs, to !
l\flalagow, where I found a gang of one hundred
. Thugs, under the followmg leaders: Omrow, ,huryg '
at Indore, 1829; Bhimmee, approver; Buduloo,
 hung at Scui{.,or' 1832 ; Bukut, approver; Kunhey
Aheer, killed i in Joudpore, 1833; I—Imder Benguna |
.a,pprovv N .
“They had with them four trcamre—bearers from
Poona, on their way from Indore, whem they
intended to kill on the way to Dholeea. I joined
them ; and we went on to the village of Jokeer;
and were joined on the way by three other travel-
lers, whom we could not shake off. Hinder Ben-
guna’s son, Chiddee, had quarrelled with his fatlier; -~
and gone off to join Chotee's party, on the Chan-
dore road, with Gurhoo, who went to see two of
his brothers who were with them : and they having
let out the secret of the treasure-bearers, Chotee
came off, as fast as he could, with Maharaj and a
party of forty, and Jomed us, durmg the mght at
Jokeer.
 “Omrow’s party was composed (hleﬂv of Ku-
boolas,



boolas fellows of all castes : whom he had scmped.-

together, to make up a gang for this expedition ; and

we ingisted upon his sending thirty of the rawest

. of them in advance from Jokeer, in the afternoon.
There were at least two hundred men that night at
 Jokeer, on their wa,y back from Hindestan to their

~ regiments; but we watched the treasure-bearers

 closely ; and when they set out, we followed ; and
~ at a bowlee, a milé or two on, we closed in upon

‘them, and put them to deatli. We had not been
able to shake off the other three travellers; and
‘were, i consequence, obliged to put them to death

also: some of the bodies were thrown into the
‘bowlee, and the others were slightly buried in a
field close by. - o

“ Chotee claimed a share for that part of their
gangs which had gone on to Chandore, as well as
for that which bad come with him; and Omrow

' claimed an equal share for all the thirty Kuboolas

whora he had consented to send on in advanee,
that they might not, by their blunders, frustrate
~our designs upon the treasure-bearers. After a
good deal of dispute, it was settled, that those who

. were actually present shotld all share alike, without

distinction of rank or office; and that those who
belonged to absent parties might share what they

Q.
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. got with them, or not, as they pleased. According

to this arrangement, each man. got, of gold, one
hundxe.d and twenty-five rupees’ worth. Omrow’s
seventy
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W _':'.seventy ren afterwm ds/ sha,led wvth the thn'ty Ku»

5 '_'lbﬂOlﬁS ;3 and Chotee's party went and shared What
' 'thev got with the men at Chandme. ; g

' ,*T.he _bones of _these- persons were, subseqﬁenﬂ-y- .
found: but the discovery seems to have been re-
- garded, by the Native Officers, with a great deal of

_ coolness,  One of them, Oda Putel, deposed, on

the occasion, as follows:—* The Mamhitdar at
Malagow asked whether I had gone, upon Dusrut
Bheel's report, to search for hodies, I said, that =
. on the 7th March, on _Saturda}"_;; Dusrut Bheel, of
 Jhorka, came to me, and said, that in the Gya-Pokar
field were dead bodies.  Papa Bheel told me the
same thing. I told the- ; and he, I, and Raghoo
Putel and Meerab Kulkarnee, and four others,
went ; and I saw, in a hollow place, bodies with
stones over them : animals had devoured part of
the flesh : we uncovered, and took out bones, and
two or three sculls. About ten cubits from. this
pit we found bones of two or three other people ;
but the skeletons were not entire. The hair on
the head was about a cubit long; and part being
_ cut off, shewed they were, men, We reported tb'
the Court at Malagow.” & o

Dusrut Putel deposed thu:» soplh P‘rpa Bheei of
Dharureea, on Thursday, came to Maujee Naig
while we were together, and said hie had seen dead
bodies in the field of Gya Pokar, the day before,
| while




| -while huntmg n sent;(}m'lm Bheel with him. He

 saw them, and veturned. ' I next day, with Dusrut

'Shlkda:r, and Oda Putel, and three or four others,
" ..Went and saw hodles, under stones, in a ditch.

. There was little flesh upon the bones. At another
place, twenty cubits distant, were the bones of two
or three people : but the skeletons were not entire,
~and we could not se¢ the wounds. We came to

-Mdla.gow Kutcheree, and reported.”

| Krishna Putel said :— On the 22d of Chtyt
| Saturda,}, Bhika Bheel, on returning from Aumee
to Jhorka, smelt a bad smell ; and came to Shikdar,

. and reported. 1 and Oda Putel were sitting w1t11 o

him.  He said there was a bad smell in the bowle e,
and it should be searched.  We went; and were
joined by Shukaram and Luchmun from Poona,
who had just come from Dholia in search of three
‘men who had been sent with money from Poona

to Indore. Having arrived at the bowlee, we per-

 ceived the smell; and, looking down, saw the body of
a man under stones.  He had on a white ungarka,
with blood about the collar of it.  We threw it in
© again, after looking at it. There was long hair on
the head. We concluded he had been murdered
by Thugs. We returned home, and reported.
. Next day, further search was made; but no more
“were found in the bowlee. Some time before, five
‘or six bodies had been dug up, about five hundred
paces from the bowlee, on the Purola road.” '
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Ox the 6th February 1829, a mbbery of la.we
extent, accompanied, according to invariable prac-
tice, by murder, was perpetrated in the Dholee-
baree Pass of the Sathpoora Hills. The circum-
stances of the narrative, as far as they could then
be ascertained, together with the steps taken by
Government for bringing the criminals to justice,
were detailed in ‘a letter from Captain Hodges,
acting magistrate, to the Secretary to the Governs
ment of Bombay ; from which the follomng is/an
exfract :— - i

“The persons robbed and murdered were six
men ; who, together with a seventh, had been en-
trusted with twenty-seven packages of pearls, a
small package of cloth, and a few rupees, by four
mercantile houses at Bombay, on whose account
they were to have been conveyed to Jeypore. At
Malegaon and Parolah, the persons entrusted with
these commodities, the value of which is stated by
the Gomashtas of the several houses to be, rupees
72,322, took under their charge some gold mohurs

and



i a.nd V enetmn ducats : and it i not improbable, that,

il from this circumstance, it became known  to thef |
- gang, by whom they were plundered that they hadf

_such valuable property under their charge.
ARaeD The first ‘intimation of the robbery was con-
i veyed to the Mamlutdar ‘of Chofrah, on the day

.t after it was ‘committed, by Dusrut, the Bheel Naig

e the ‘Dholeebaree Pass; who stated, by letter,
~ that, at about elght o'clock in the morning of the

. preceding day, seven Beemawallas, of the designa- |

 tion of the persons robbed, had passed by Dholee-
baree ; and represented, in reply to his inquiries on
. the subject, that they were: come from Bombay,
and were going to Indore ; and had no property of
value in their possession. ke added, that they
‘were followed shortly atter by twenty-two men,
 with five tattoos; who had among them two
swords, and a dagger; and who stated, that they
_' had been in the service of the British Government,
 from which they had received their discharge, and
were proceeding to Cawnpore.

. “The circumstance of the robbery became
known to Dusrut Naig, in consequence of one of

the Beemawallas having proceeded in advance of

 his companions as far as Gudurghat, about four
cose from Dholeebaree; where he waited for his

~ companions durmu‘ that day and night; and after-

. wards, finding he was not followed by them, re-
~turned to Dholeebaree.
o " A ft On
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“On hls way to Dholecharee, this person was' i
mfnrmed by a traveller whom he met on the road,

that he liad seen the body of a murdered man in a |

. nullah near the road; and pmreedmg himself to"_' ;
| 'the spot where it was report(,d to have been seen,
he recognised it to be the body of one of his com-

. panions.  From that spot he proceeded to I)holee- e

baree ; and obtaining some of Dusrut Naig's peo-
- ple o accompany him, he retur ned to the nullah,

" where the bodies of his other five companions were

"also found: on one of them, concealed in his
clothes, a bag of pearls was found ; and on another,
a rupee and a half. ' i
- Dusrut Naig shortlv afterwards JOlned hw fol-
Iowels at the nullab where the bodies had been
found; and traced the footsteps of men and horses
as far as a deserted village on the way to a deserted
part of country, between two ranges of the Sath-
poora Hills, called the Pall Tuppa. From thence,
he states, some footsteps were traced in the direction =
of » village called Chinahpanee, in the Anawa,rd
purgunah ; but the footsteps of the horses, and the
.greater part of the gang, were traced to a vlllage
named Dhegaum, in the Yawull purgunah. It
being, by this time, late in the evening, no fm*ther_'
traces could be diseovered ; and the Naig came to
e at Yawull. ' Lo

| “The following motning, every Sowar, whose
services were available for the purpose, and several

of
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of thc Mamlutdarq hurnamhb, mounted on tattom
- were sent out in queat of intelligence of f;he robbers.

i Dl pae S_Q“_ars__ and one of the ‘hurcarahs,
i .'h&ving obtained intelligence, on the road, that some

persons, answering to the description of the robbers
. given by Dusrut Naig, had been seen at a village

. called Nahnee, in the Yawull pergunah proceeded
to that village ; and one of the horsemen, being in
“advance of the others, entered the village by himself,

and, standing near a Buneeal’s bht}p, met a man,

who, on inquiry, described himself to be a Sepoy

of the 4th regiment. Upon being asked if he had
| any compamons with him, he said he had two, w ho
 Were preparing their food at a well near the village.
Afterwards, the person addressed accompanied him
to the gate of the village, near which he pointed
piitjtwo persons, whom he stated to be his compa-

g

nions.  These two persons, on being called to,

 stopped, in the first instance; but, after accom-

panying the horsemen a little distance, ran off.

~The horsemen gave the man whom he had 'ﬁrst_._

accosted in charge to a Sebundy, and went in
-'pmsmt of the others; who, he says, ran towards

aplace called Martunachee Warra; and he observed
 they were preceded by five other persons, all of
. whom were running away. The Sowar came up

. 'thh five of the party, who stood on their defence

_agamst him, one of them drawing a sword for the
purpose : and, in the end, by the assistance of
R ' | ' et other
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.-_-other perbom the whole {we were apprehended

" The Sowar stated, that the other two wete appre-

hended also at Fyzpoor, to which place he followed
them but there is not yet sufficient evidence that
| the two persons who were apprehended there are
 the same he had seen at Nahnee. | g

The prisoners, six in number, who were taken
at this pla.ce (Nahnee), all describe themselves to
be persons without employment or connexions in
the country; and most of them state, that they :
‘have recently come from Hindostan, They all
agree that they came to Nahnee together; but
 give different accounts of the time and place of
their first meeting each other; some of them say-
Ling it was Dholia, others at Maligaum, and others
between these two places; and, notwithstanding
they acknowledge they bad been travellmg togc,ther
for some days past, they geuelaliy profcssed an
ignorance of each other’s names. | -

“ A short time after they were apprehended a,"
Chowdry of the village of Nahnee observed a sword.
and some other things, without any person near
them, in the place called Martunchawarra. He
communicated the circumstance to another Chow-
 dry of the village; who, taking a dirk with him;

'hrought the things found there to a Sheikhdar who

“was in the village ; and, upon examining one of the
. things found, it was discovered to contain two
. sealed bags, which proved to be two of the bags

: of



oy pearls 01: Whl(‘h the murdcred Beemawalhts
. were robbed. ! |

| I cannot obtam any clear and certain evidence

jj.that the persons apprehended had been seen in the
| place where the stolen property was found ; but all
- the circumstances under which they were appre-
hended, point them out as the persous in whose

possession it had been : and their guilt is further

 established by the important ciretmstance of two
of them being recognised by one of the followers of
 Dusrut Naig, as éwo of the party that passed

' Dhooleebaree immediately after the Beemawallas ;

G
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by which party, there can be no doubt, the murder i
‘and robbery were committed, i

£ The party of Sowars, whose operations have

'-b'eén described, proceeded from Yawull; and
‘another party of five proceeded from Russoolpoor

- in the Rewair purgunah, and went to Borhanpore

in quest of the robb@t‘%hey there led.rnt,wt‘am SRl o
attoo

some strangers, with t , B just arvived, and

. alighted in a garden near the city. They pro-

 ceeded to the spot, and found three men together ;
two of whom were in the act of unloading their
tattoos, and the third was standing near them with

‘a sword under his arm. = Other two were ob-

i served at some little distance from them; who, when
. they found the Sowars questioning the three men,

‘ran off, and made their escape. The three men

_ Were secured by the Sowars.  The sword of the

man
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~man dnvcnbed to have been standmg unemployed i
| was, on examination, found to be stained with blood,
from the point to the hilt. Suspended to the neck |

~ of the same man was a tobacco-pouch, containing
‘some rupees, gold mohurs, and Venetians st
latter, the exact number that had been in charge

of the Beemawallas. On examining the baggage

. that had been taken from the tattoos, four of the
.~ bags af pedﬂs that had been plundered were dis-
Lovered i !
«f'The ev1dence afra.mat these three persons ap-
pears to be quite conclusive. They themselves,
however, deny their guilt; assert that all the Sowars
_ have sworn to is false, and that they know nothing
. about things pretended to have been found with
them. There is not the slightest reason to douh.t
the truth of the Sowars’ statements, which are per-
fectly clear and consistent ; and, in confirmation, of
o sueag one of the tblec uunqr‘* is recognised to have
been with the pmfy of ew enty-two persons who
followed the Beemawallas at Dholeebaree. '
“On the same day, and about ‘the same time
that the three persons were apprehended as above
mantloned other four were stopped by some per-
sons employed in the Collection of the Zukat
near Borhanpore, and detained until some iof
the party that had been in quest of the robbers '
arrived. ' The four persons are stated to have been
going towards the garden where the other three
were



it _._werne appruhended They had with them two swords, \
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3 and two tatteos. Bnth the swords were stained

. with blood, and one of them consider ably so. The
. loads on the tattoos were not examined on the
. spot; but taken to a place where the Sowars were,
ol and there emmmc'd Nothmn of value was found

with the baggage of these persona but two brass
vessels were found with it, which are recognised, by

 the Beemawalla that escaped, to have belonged to

one of his murdered companions.  Of the two tat-
toos taken with 'these prisoners, one of them wag
seen at Dholeeba,r(,e, by a follower of Dusrut Naig,

~in possession of the party of two and twenty men

that followed the Beemawallas, and is recognised
by him.. Two of the prisouers are said to have
been seated on the tattoos when the party was
stopped by the Zakat Collectors; but, unfortu-
nately, these last cannot point out which of the
prisoners were so seated; mor can I ascertain, on
satisfactory evidence, faom which = of fhcm the

swords were taken. One man only can swear to

one of the swords being taken from one of the pri-
soners in particular. -

 #Three of the pnsbnvrb acknmwledge that th(,
four had been travelling in company together, be-

. fore they were apprehended; but give discordant

accounts ‘as to the time and place of their first
. meeting. . One of the prisoners denies that he had
i '-prekusly beeu in company with the other three

| - - Vi o before
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 before he was apprehended, and alleges, that Lhey L
were merely following him on the road, unconnected o
with him..  One, of the swords is .stat.ed_.by_the' i

~ prisoners to have been in the possession of one of |
' his companions; but that companion denies that
he bhad any sword in his possession. = The other =

| sword none of the prisoners will acknowledge. One
of the tattoos, but not the one which was/ re- |
cognised at Dholecbaree, is acknowledged by oné of
the prisoners: to have been in his possession; but
the other tattoos none of them will acknowledge..
“ Such is the evidence against the prisoners who
have been apprehended on suspicion of having been
engaged in this atrocious robbery and murder. 1
regret, with regard to some of them, it is not so
. perfect as could be desired 5 although it appears to
me that there is sufficient to warrant the committal
“of thirteen of them, and to leave little doubt of
their guilt. = I have in vain endeavoured, by every
proper means, to induceksome of them, against
whom the evidence is least perfect, to turn King's
evidence, and merit pardon by a full confession and
disclosure of all the clroumbtances connected mth _
the mbbery ;

| The thu teen pEISOHS 1efex red to were brcught Lo -
tna,l Three were acquitted. One is stated to have
" been released ; but the grounds of the release are
not mentioned ‘in the document from which this
account



'_ account is taken. - One was scmenced to be impri-
soned for the rema.mder of his hfe, which, howey ery
was protracted for only a few months; six, to be

. transported beyond seas; and two to be hanged.

. One only of them suffored the penalty of the law;
~the other having evaded it, hy becommg his own
. executioner, : =

 Feringeea, who was an actor in this, as in so
b man_y other tragedies of a similar description, gave
the following account of it to Captain Sleeman i-—

“We were a gang of about 150 Thugs from
. Hindostan, in the month of January 1829, neaxr
Chopra, on the bank of the Tuptee river—under
Khoseeala, alias Rynwo, executed afterwards, at
Dholia in Kandeish ; Bhujjoo, executed at Saugor
in 1832 ; and Perraud Mussulvy, executed at Indore
in 1829~~when the seven treasure-bearers came
| Iup, on their way from Bombay to Indore. We fol-
lowed them, with a select party from all the gangs,
on to Dhoree ; and thence through the Dholeebaree
Pass, where they spoke with Dusrut Naig, the
‘officer of the police-guard stationed at that pass.
While they rested here, one of the seven, without
| our scouts perceiving it, went on in advance towards
Godurghat, which is about four cose distant. When
they had left the gnard, we continued to follow;
. and, on passing the guard, we were questioned by
| Dusrut Nalg, and we told him that we were
e - M2 . Govern-

Q.
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i Government servants, on our way home, on ﬁn‘lough
| About half way between this pass and Godurghét,we

came up with the treasure-bearers, and str angled:_-.{..z
| them; but, to our surprise, we found orﬂy six, im0
‘stead of seven, Heera and three others were. | |

. instantly sent on after the other; but they could
" not find him3 and we hastily threw the bodies into
a nullah, and made off with the booty. '
. “The man who had gone on in advance, ﬁndmg
that his companions did not come up so soon as
he expected, returned to look after them ; ‘and met
a traveller, who told him that he had seen some
dead bodies in a mnullah by the side of the road,
Going to the place described, he found ‘that they
were the hodies of his companions; and reported
" the circumstance to Dusrut Naig, who sent infor-
mation to Captain Hodges, the acting magistrate in
Kandeish, and set out with all his men in pursuit
of us.  Captain Hodges, with his mounted police,
succeeded in seizing thirteen or fourteen of our
party, who had separated and lost their road in the
jungles. They had with them the greater part of
 the booty, which we in consequence lost. Of these
men, four contrived to get veleased; and the rest
were either hung at Dholia, or sent to the black
water. Only three of the bags of pearls were
brought off: one by Purumma, who honestly
‘shared it, on his return, with the vest of the gang
who escaped; and two by Bhujjoo, alias Sooper
Singh
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In 1816, an act of Thuggee, upon rather a large
scale, was perpetrated at Shikarpore. It is thus
related, in the records of the Nagpore Residency:—

% This day, Bukshee Chitara, the vakeel of the
Punah Rajah, came and presented an Urzee, stating
that twenty-five persons had been murdered ou
their way from Jubulpore, by fifty robbers, near the
Pass of Shikarpore, in the Punah Rajah's territory;
and that six or seven of them had been wounded,
and four taken by the people of Row Burjore Singh,
a relation of the Rajah’s. The vakeel stated, that
Omrow Zemindar of Bumhoree was present, and
would be able to give further information; and his
deposition has accordingly been taken ;——and, as it
may lead to the discovery of their associates, the
four robbers arrested are to be demanded from the
Rajah, who will also be desired to take care of the
property for the heirs of the murdered people.
The Rajah is at the same time to be thanked for
his exertions on this occasion: and as these rob-
bers may pass through these territories, the follow-
ing Chiefs are to be written to, and conjoin to aid

in



U then' a,rrest '—-—Gwahor, BIJELWIR' '1 ehree, J hansee, :
j Dutteea, Kom Sonee ba, and Kour Purtab Eamrrh

-_'I*he.-'fon;owing is_ the ':_Urzee of Bukshee Chitara

 yeferred to:—* Row Burjore Singh, a Jemadar of
my master, in the purgunah of Powae, writes to

. me, that near ‘Shikarpore, about five cose south of

~ Powae, near the pass, in the middle of Phagun,
twenty-five travellers, on their way from Jubulpore,

a district of the Nagpore Government, were mur-

_dered by fifty robbers, and their property taken off.

That, after the murder, the robbers came to Powae, '

_and purchased food at the Buneeas’ shops; but,
without sitting down, went on, The Buneeas asked
who they were, from whence and whither going;
and they said they were from the Deccan, on their
way to Banda: saying this, they went on. That,
contrary to their professed design, they took the road
to the west, and rested at the village of Chow-

mooka, in my master’s territory ; and left the place

again at midnight, for Tighurra, in the Jytpore ter-
ritory. As soon as Row Burjore Singh heard these
circumstances, he sent on twenty-five of his soldiers
after them ; and they care up with them within the
boundary of Tighurra; and, unable to prevcul upon
them to surrender, they wounded six or seven of
them, and took four out of the number into custody.

They secured seven ponies; and brought them, with

other things, to Burjore Singh. = Unable fo stand
e - ' against

AND mwrxms oF THE THUGS.. e
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aera,mst the sepahees ‘ﬂm robberq sought shelter m

 Tighurra; and the villagers came to their support
. and escorted themto Simareea in Jytpore and theii
‘ holder of that. village entertained them one d*l.y,'-__' R
and the next dismissed them, but took front themall |\

0 e praperty s first understanding that it amountedf'" |

to ten or twelve thousand rupees. = Burjore Singh .
wrote to the Simareea man, and desired him to
keep them in custody; but he would not.”

A deposition was, at the same time, made by
Omrow, Zemindar of Bumhoree:—* L'heard that
twenty-seven persons, male and female, had been
killed, on their way from Jubulpore to Chutterpme i
by fifty or sixty decoits, and all their property
taken off;-—that they had gone, after the murders, -
to Powae, and thence to Tighurra in Jytpore ;—and
that Row Burjore Singh had sent after them twenty-
five of his followers ; who seized four, and two more

that had been wounded, and brought tTlem with:
seven ponies, to Powae, to the Row, who still has
them. An action took place between the Row's
people and robbers at Tighurra ; but the people of
that place came to the aid of the robbers; and, as
night came on, they effected their purpose, and

escorted them to Simareea. Burjore Singh's people

~ sent a message to the Thanadar of Simareea, by
the Zemindar of Pourneea, to say that the Ti-
ghurra people had sent the robbers to him, and he

must



.. '-_must secure them. The wa)er remamed theref._
‘all night, till noon the next day, and then took the

rond to Deorce in Huttah. Iheard that all the

- property they had with them was taken by the dev
' mindar of Simareea in Jytpore. I hear that the four P

taken confess they are from Gwalior ; and that the

- robbers had with theta twenty-five matchlocks, and o

. the rest had bows and arrows, and were all dressed
: dlﬂ'emntly, and talked hke- people from the West.”

The Supenntendzmt Mr. Wauchope, subsequently

persons had been murdered at the Pass of Shikar-
pore. This day (18th April 1816), Bukshee Chi-
tura, the Punna vakeel, has presented a Hindoo
letter from him in reply, with a list of property,
 and sta.ted that the four arrested men are present—
Husun Khan Imam Buksh, Shumshera, and Baha-
dur.  These men have been examined; and they
declare that they were not concerned in the mur-
‘ders, and state that they were innocent travellers.
The vakeel states, that the men who took them
have not come with them, but are with their ma-
 sters at Powae ;——that among the things taken from
them was a phansce or noose, and one of the
- Row's sepahees took it to draw water from a well ;—
: tha.t Bdhadur, one of the four taken, had confessed

' that

mn pmcncrs or THE THUGS S rad

 recorded this minute:— On the 7th Maxch, a Pur- ik
wana was addressed to Burjore Singh, to require the
. arrested robbers, by whose gang the twenty-seven
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' _that they murdered the people in the nulla.h ‘but i

Shumshera, who calls himself also Kuramut, for- v “
 bade him, and said he would get hung if he con-
fessed; and he remained silent. Although they

deny the crime, still it is clear that they are men

~ of bad character,  and the suspicion is very strong

against them. They are to be sent to the ma-

. gistrate, with the rest of the Thugs taken with them;
and Burjore Singh is to be thanked for his merito-

rious conduct, and to be requested to senrd the_
. other evidence required.” |

Nothmg appears to 11a.ve been then done to-—-
wards pum%hm‘? any of the apprehended persons ;
but some of them were, at a later period, hanged.

Two distinet confessions, by an accomphce were
taken several years afterwards by Captain Sleeman,
As each contains some particulars not found in the
other, both are here appended. One of them
proceeds thus :—. I

“ About fifteen years ago, in the year when Mr.
Jenkins, the Resident, went from Nagpore to Banda,
I was with a gang of one hundred and twenty~ﬁve.-
Thugs, under Nathea, Noor Khan, Bhudae, Gholab
- Khan, Hyput, Jemadars, at Sehora, in the district

of Jubulpore. We heard of Mr. Jenking's approach
from Jubulpore, and waited a day for his party;
and when they came up to Sehora, we joined them,
and made acquaintance with the travellers. = Some
pretended



. pretended to be on thelr way home from gervice,
~ others to belong to the Resident’s ‘camp.. They
. went on to Cowreea: and we continued with them

~and went on the second day with them to Belhre.e,

where we inveigled, to join us, twenty-seven of the

| 'party, mcludmg five women, and two boys about
. three years of age each. We persuaded them that

they suffered much loss and inconvenience by tra-

| ve]lmg with so large a camp-—that food was much
~ dearer, and often not to be got for money-—--that the
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water was always scarce and muddy——and that we

~ should escape all this, by leaving the camp, and
taking the road by Powae. To all this they
agreed and assented ; and the next morning we
left the camp, which was going by way of Lohar-
gong, and took the road through Powae. We
_ reached Shikarpore, m Punna, which is three cose
on this side of Powae, and encamped in the grove ;

and in the afternoon, we sent on Kurhaea and

Mutholee’? to select a place for the murder of this
party.  They chose a place on the bank of a river
between Powae and Shikarpore, where: the jungle
is thick and extensive ; and about midnight we set
out with this party, As soon as we reached the
‘appointed place, we recommended them to sit down
and vest themselves, as a good deal of the night
 still remained.  About half of them sat down, and
~ the other half remained standing: and the signal
 being glven, tw bnty~ﬁve of the party were strangled.

| - Jow%hlr
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Jowahlr took one boy and the other boy was
 taken by Kehree.  The bodies were thrown into a
~ drypit in the nullah; and some stones and branches %

~ of trees thrown in upon them, to conceal thdmy

" The boy whom Jowahir had taken, on seemg the
bodies thrown into the pit, cried loudly; and
Jowahir dashed him against a stone, and killed him.

 We concealed the bodies of all, but that of theboy,

which we forgot to throw in upon the rest: and it
lay by the stone, exposed. We went on to Powae,
and purchased five rupees’-worth of goor ; which we
took on with us to a village whose name I forget.
In the morning, a bearer going to the river to fish,
saw the body of the boy, and gave information to

_ Burjore Singh, the Thakur of Powae : and he went
to the place with his people, opened the pit, and
took out the budies; and proceeded in search of
the murderers. He searched all day and the fol-

" lowing night in vain: and the vext daghe came
up with us, at axiver where we were washing our
hands and faces, after having left the small village,
where we had eaten our goor. He had before hirm
two matchlock-men ; and, suspecting his design, we
formed into a close body, and proceeded on our

 road. They ran upon us; but we kept waiting,

~ with our matchlocks ready, and pointed towards '
‘them: but they had some horsemen with them,
and they charged in upon our body; and they

. wounded Hyput with a spear, in the breast; and

Bhugwan
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¢ : Bhugwa.n on the fa.ce, with a sword and, ﬂndmg

©ibyain to attempt resisting any longer, we dispersed

and fled. They each seized his man; and, after

possessing themselves of what property they found
i ‘upon them, let them all go, except Hossein Khan

alias Kunheya Roshun, Khoosalee, and Kureema,
. whom they sent to Bandah ; whexe they were kept
in confinement four years, ,-_,md_ then released.

% The boy’s name who was saved was Gunesh:

L and he was taken by Kehree Patuk, who brought

him up as a Thug, nd he died about three years
ago,

Pl Our gang. consmted of 125 Thugs under Noox
o Khan, hung this year at Jubulpore; Bhudae, lately
arrested at Kotah ; Gholab Khan, hung at Saugor,
1832; and Hyput, approver.

it Other.Jemadars and myself were encamped in
the grove near the town of Sehora, in this the Ju-
_ bulpore district, in March 1816, when the Resident

 of Nagpofe passed. on his way from Nagpore to

 Bundeleund®.  'We had heard of his approach with
a large escort, and determined to join his party, in
the hope of picking up some travellers; as in the
time of the Pindaries, travellers of respectability
 generally took advantage of such opportunities to
' travel with greater security. Our gang separated
_ into small parties 3 who mixed themselves up with
' the

# Thls Was Major C‘losp. on his way from Poom to erahm-,
- 10 take charge of his office as Resident, in 1816.

S
A .
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the Remdents partles at different pla,ces altmrf the
. road, without appearing to know any thing of each
other ;. and pretended to be, like others, glad : Qt
the-occasidﬁ to travel securely. ‘When the Resident
reached Belehree, some of our parties stated, that,
as the Rosident was going the western road by

Rewah, they had better go the northern by Powae, i

as there was no longer any danger from Pindaries ;

and, by separating from so large an escort, they

- should get provisions much cheaper ;—that water =
was now becoming scarce on the western road, and
 was always made dirty by the elephants and camels.
Other parties pretended to argue against thw, but
at last to yield to the strong reasons assigned. We
had by this time become very intimate with a party
of travellers from Nagpore, consisting of eighteen
men, seven women, and two boys. They heard
our discussions, and declared in favour of the plan
of separating from the Resident’s party, and going
the northem road, through Shikarpore dnd Powae.
“ On reaching Shikarpore, three cose this side of
Powae, we sent on Kunhee and Mutholee, to select
a place for the murder : and they chose one on the
bank of the river, in an extensive jingle that lay
between us and Powae. We contrived to make
the party move off about midnight, persuading them
it was near moming; and, on reaching the place
appointed, they were advised to sit down and rest
themselves. All our parties pretended to be as
much



| _' muc'h'_.'dec'eiir_ed;- as themselves with regard to the
. time ; butnot more than half of the truvellers could

‘be prevalled upon to it down -and rest in such a

solitude.  The signal was given; and all, except

the two boys, were seized and strangled by the
people who had been appointed for the purpose,

and were now at their posts ready for action, The
boys were taken by Jowahir and 'Kehree, who
intended to adopt them as their sons ;. and the
bodies of the twenty-five persons were all thrown
L into! A ditch,-.and covered over with earth and

~ bushes.  On seeing the bodies thrown into the

. ditch, J owahit's boy began to cry bitterly; and
finding it impossible to pacify him or to keep him

Q
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quict, Jowahir took him by the legs, dashed out his

brains against a stone, and left him lying on the
ground, while the rest were busily occupied in col- -

lecting the booty. Going on to Powae, we pur-
chased five rupees’ worth of sugar, to celebrate this

event; and, without halting, we went on to the

village of Choumooka, in Punna. After resting
till midnight, we went on to Tighurra in Jytpore,
where we ate the sugar, and then set out the same
day for Huttah.

‘A fisherman going to the river to fish, soon |
after we had left the scene of the murders, found

~ the body of the boy lying by the stone against
which his head had been beaten; and he gave in-
formation to Thakur Burjore Singh of Powae, who

' proceeded
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proceeded to the mee thh some of hxs followers,.. 5
‘and discovered all the other bodies lying in the
~ditch. . He collected all the men he could ; and.-ﬁj':
following our traces, which were still fresh, he came
up with us as we were washing ourselires in a stream
within the boundaries of the village of Tighurra; -
We formed ourselves into a compact body,-' a_nd. )
retired upon the village of Tighurra.  The Thakur =
repeatedly charged in upon us; and seeing Hyput
Jemadar pierced through the chest with a spear,
and Bhugwan receive a sabre cut in the face, we
dispersed, and made for the village of Tigh urrain the
best way we could.  The villagers all came to our
support, and defended us against the Thakur; but
- he had already secured Hossein Khan, who after-
wards died at home ; Imam Bukeh, alias Kosu]a,_'
who was hung in Kdndelsh mn 1829 Shumshera
who was bung at Saugor in 1832; and, Bdhadm" ik
who is now in service at Hingolee.
* The Tighurra people, tempted by the promise
of part of our booty, protected us all that day and
night ; and in the moring escorted us to Simareea,
where a promise of all the booty that we had left
secured us a safe retreat till the pursuit was over,
in spite of all that the Thakur could say or do. |
* The Thakur took all his prisoners to the Go.
-vernor -General's Agent, Mr. Waﬁc’hope; ‘before
whom Bahadur confessed, and stated all the ciy-
cumstances as they occurred: but being afterwards
' told
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i -f__told that it was the practzce of the hnglxsh to ha.ng.,
. all who confessed, and to release all who denied; he

i -;-soon denied stoutly all that he had said, and pre-
 tended to know nothing at all about the murders :
_and being made over to the magistrate, they were
. all released, for want of evidence. Ram Buksh
' -"['umbolee came from Nagpore to the Agent, Mr.
| ‘Wauohope, in the hope of recovering his child,
‘who was the boy that was killed by Jowahir.”

- Jowahir appears to have been a Brahman, who
was hung at Saugor in 1832 : he had settled on the
Nurbudda river, Kehree was the father of Sewa,
approver ; and he was hung at Jubulpore in 1831.
He, it is stated, named the boy Gunesha, and
kept him at home to look after his cattle, ¢ Ba-
hadur,” said the accomplice, ‘ was, about ten years

~ago, a sepahees in the 1st battalion of a brigade i

of five Bahulwas, at Ourangabad : he had given up
Thuggee, and never, that we know of, returned to
it; but he was still our friend.”
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CHAP, XI

AN atrocious act of Thuggee, which took place |

either in 1809 or 1810, excited at the time great
sensation ; but, like many others resembhng it in

eriormity, it gradually almost ceased to be recol- i

lected, and no definite information on the subject
was obtained until the year 1834, An c\ccomphce_
then made the following deposmon -— :

_“-In 1810 or ].809, we were 200 Thugs, at a village
near Suhajie in Nagpore; when we met forty"pelm
sons, some from Ellichpore, and some from Gwa-
lior, and Jhalna, and Aurungabad® We came on
with them seven stages; and, in a jungle between
Choree and Sutrunju, we killed them all, and
buried their bodies under stones in the bed of the
- river: one was a subahdar, a Brahmin, belonging to
the regiment of Sulabut Khan and Behial Khan,
Newabs : one Was: a Brahmin Tewaree, with two
daughters ; he was going home, to get married :

they were murdered with their mother and father.

There was another Tewaree Brahmin, with an old
wornan, his wife, and a young danghter. The old
woman was killed ; but the danghter was preserved,

and



