a.nd nmmd to Hunce Rao, nephew of Kasal,

subahdar of ’[‘hugs 3 she ha,d two or three children

by him, but they are dead all three were residents

_ of the Purdesee Mahulla, in Ellichpore ; and they
Were gomg to the provmces on the Ganges.”

'I‘he female referred tu, doposed at the same
penod to the following effect. The co]ourmn' of
~ passion is not looked for in a law paper; but,
after ma.kmg all allowance for this fact, it must be

_ admitted, that the coolness with which the dopo-_.-

_nent l'eld,teq the murder of her reldtmm and her

own capthty, and' their consequences, does greaf

credif to her philosophy.

My mother and father resided in some town in
the Deccan ; but their names I do not recollect, as
I was only three or four yea,rs of age when my
uncle and mother took me with them on a Journey
towards the Ganges. On the road, my mother

“and uncle were killed, by Thugs, with many other
travellers.  Kasal Singh Putuck Jemadar preserved
my life, and took me with him to Pahlun in Gwalior,
where he brought me up; and when I became of
age, he married me to his son, Hunce Rao, who is
now dead.  As long as he lived, I lived with him ;
but he has been dead several years, and I have
since lived with his mother, and earned my sub-
sistence by my labour. Your sepahees found me

out, and ha.ve brought me into Saugor. I had
; ' SN2 : two
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ﬁwo sons h} Hunce Rao the fhst dJed when'.f'-;.'
ﬁfteen months old; the other is eight or nine years

W ~ of age, and 1s na,med Buksh ; he is in Khyrawaf
i Jha.nsee, ‘with his grandmother I was the':;-'__
only person out of the party saved. There is now

~ no Thug left in the family of Hunce Rao, who can
provide for me. 1f you will maintsin me, I shall

be glad to remain here; but I have never heard '

whether my parents have any survwmg relations '
or not. I was in advance of the pm‘ty, when ‘they |
were killed. The other two girls who were kllled_
‘were not related to me; but our parents resided
at the same place, and we used to call each other
sisters. I had no other relation killed ‘but my
uncle and mother.”

The witness whose deposition was ﬁrét.qubtéd.
gives, at another period, a fuller relation of the facts.

He said ;- The roads from the Deccan, across
the Nurbudda, had become so unsafe, from the
Pindaries, that all travellers from Poona, Hyderabad,
and Nagpore, going towards the Ganges, went by
way of Surgooja and Sumbulpnre ; and several of
our gangs, that went from Bundelcund and the
Dooab to that road, came back with immense booty
~ for several years. In the rains preceding this affair,
it was determined that all the gangs should take.
that direction ; and we accordingly set out. There
were more than forty Jemadars of note: among

L e
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e them, 13ukshee Jemada,r whose head Dr. Sply sent |
_ to England; and Ghassee Subahdar; and many
~ others of equal note. We set out from our re-

spectlve homes, dfter t.he Dushera, in October 1806 ;

passed through erza.pore, in order to make our

votive offerings at the Temple of Davy, at Bin-
dachul and rendezvoused at Ruttunpore in the
'Surgoq)a. district, where we were assembled above
600 Thugs. From Ruttunpore we went to Tukut-
. pore ; where we murdered a 'trbod many travellers,

~ who took up the;r quarters in our several places of

encampment 'All pretended to have been on fur-
lough ; and to be returning from Hindostan te dif-
ferent armies in the Deccan; with some of our
relations and friends, as young recruits.  On the

third day, a female of rank came up. Her husband

had been an officer in the Nagpore service ; and being

Toft a widow by his death at Nagpore, she was on

her way home to his friends, with her deceased
husband’s brother. She occupied a tent; and was

‘accompanied by a slave girl, and had twelve armed

men as a guard. | She left Tukutpore the morning
after her arrival ; and was followed by a detach-
ment from every one of our gangs, making a party
of 160 Thugs, under some of our best leaders.
For several days they followed them, without finding
_a convenient opportunity of disposing of them; till

they reached the village of Choora, between which

place and the v1llage of Sutrunja the road passed

through
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| through an e*ctemwe jungle, without a v:llage on' '

 cither side for many miles. Leaving this place in.
the moning, they put the whole party to death,

and buried their bodies in a, nulla,h 1 dld not gO i
with this party. - e
 “When they set out sfter the widow, we Al pro-
ceeded towards Nagpore and on reaching La,hn.}ee |
a party of sixty Thugs remained there, while the

. xest went on towards Nagpore. I remained with
the sixty at Lahnjee; and, two days after the main
body had left us, a party of forty travellers came '

up, on their way to the Ganges—thirty-one men,
seven women, and two girls, The greater part of

these people were from Elhchpme the rest from_-'-

Nagpore. Our Jemadars soon became intimate
with the principal men of this party, pretended A
be going to the same parts of India, and won their. '
confidence ; and the next day we set out with them ;

and in four days reached Ruttunpore, where we
met the pd,lty of 160 Thugs returning after, the
murder of the widow and her party, Thﬂy did
 not, however, appear to be known to us. Soon
after, two hundred of the main body, Who had gone.
on towards Nagpore from Lalnjee, came up, hav-
ing heard of the forty travellers soon after they :

left us ; and all pretended to be going the same

road, without appearmg to have any acquaintance
with each other. ' It ‘was, however, agreed that
sixty of the 160 should go on, and rejoin the party

who
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| Who had proceeded to Nagpme leavm %b(i to dis-

il pose of this party. -
*From Ruttunpore we proceeded with the pﬂrty |

of travellers to the v1lla.ge of Choora whence we

| Ii;sent on _p_Lopl.e__to select a proper place for the
. marder. . They chose one not far from that in
which  the widow and her party had been put to

dczith " Durroo and Sheera were sent on. to the

 village of Sutrunja, to see that all was clear in front;

~ and about a watch-and-a-half before daylight we set

. out with the travellers ; leaving scouts behind, to see
| that we were not interrupted from the rear, By

the time we reached the appointed place, the Bhur-
totes and Shumseeas had all, on some pretext or

other, got close by the side of the persous whom
they were appointed to strangle ; and on reaching

the spot, the signal was given in several places at the

 same time, and thirty-eight out of forty were seized

and strangled. The daughter of Gunga Tewarree
. was a very handsome young woman ; and Punchum,

“one of our Jemadars, wished to preserve her, as a

wife to his son, Bukholee. But when she saw her
] mother and father strangled, she screamed, anc.'i"
~ beat her head against the stony ground, and tried
to kill herself. Punchum tried in vain to quiet her,
“and promised to take great care of her, and marry
her to his own son, who would be a great Chief;
" but all was in vain. She continued to scream;

: _-,zmd at last Panchum put the roomal round her
neck, and strangled her. The widow of Alfie’s |
o Ay B brother
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: brother was strangled ; but her daughter a g’lrl-__::. o

. about three years of age, was preserved by Kosul
. Jemadar, who married her to his own son, Hunce
Rao Brahmin; by whom she had two sous, one of

whom i is still living, and about ten or eleven yeats

‘of age. Since the death of Kosul and Hunce

Rao, she has lived with her husbands mother, i
“ We buried all the bodies in a nullah ; 4 and got i '
property to the value of ahout 17,000 rupees, which

wwe took on with us, and divided at Sutrunja.'
After this affair we returned howe, through Rewah
and Chitterkote, the place where we had murdered Bl
the sixty persons at one time, about two. years be~

fore.  The widow of Hunce Rao often heard, af’cer
she grew up, of the Cha.]eusrooh affair, in which
her mother and uncle were strangled ; ‘and she has' i
herself told you all that she knows al'out it e

The fate of one of the pr.incipa,'l actors in thisdark
scene, and that of his family, is edifying.— Pun~
chum, on his return, died before we reached home.
Of his five sons—Chunderbhan died on a Thug ex-
pedition ; Bhugholee was hung at Gwalior, by Jacob
Sahib ; Jowahir died in Gwaliér;":O'dueebhm was it
hung in Kandeish, in 1829 ; and Molloo died in the ;
Nursingpore jail. ~The children of another worthy,
Kosul Subahdar, were not more fortunate.. One
of them, Ajeeta, was trausported from Saugor in
1832 : and Rawut Rao died in the Sailgor jail."”
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MANY yeam have ela.psed since tht, oceurrence
of the barbarous acts of Thuggee now about to be
related ; but very circumstantial accounts of them

were given hy the approvers examined in 1833,

| One of them is the.t which follows i

# About- twenty years ago, I was with 2 gang of

350 Thugs, under Ghasee Subahdar, Noor Khan,

and other leaders, at Jubulpore. . Some of us were
at Gopaulpore ; and some encamped at Adhartal,
and some in the bazaar. 'We remained there three

days; and on the third day, Gholab Khan, the

Killadar of Gawilgur in Nagpore, with Kadher
Khan, and a party of sixty persons, including seven

women and a boy, came up, and encamped on the

bank of the Gopaulpore tank, in a grove of Mangoe-

trecs. Ghasee Khan Subahdar went to them, as
otr Sothae ; and told them that he was a subahdar

in the service of Rughoojee the Rajah of Nagpore,

~and on his way home, on leave, with a number of

the men of his regiment. Gholab Khan said, he

‘had been the Killadar of Gawilgur; and, having been
deprived of the command of that fortress, was now
' ! o on
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_.011 his way home. (xhaﬁ;ee szud he a,nd his fuend' !
should be glad to {ravel in his company; and

. finding the Killadar pleased with his proposal, he =
returned to us.  The Killadar remained the next!
day, and we remmned also ; and the ioHong day

~ went to Punnagurh, and thence to Sehora i/ from

this place we quitted the high yoad through Beleh- =

ree, and took that through Rewah ; and encamped |
~at a village whose name I forget. We sent on

. people to choose a place for the murder, but no

suitable one could be found ; and we went on i

this manner for eight days, searchmg every da,y'_

‘in vain for a convenient place for the murder. On
the eighth day we reached a village, called, from a
large Bur-tree, the Burwala village, five cose from
‘Birsingpore, and encawped under trees; and sent
on men to search for a Bele. At a place two and

a half cose distant between this village and Chit-

tevkote, they found a place suited to our purpose,
on the bank of a nullah; and about a watch before

daylight we set out with the party of travellers and

contrived, as we went along, to put a Bhurtote
(strangler) and a Shumseea (holder of hands) by

every traveller’s side. On reaching the spot chosen,

Ghasee Subahdar gave the signal ; and the traveflers

were seized by the men placed by their sides for

‘the purpose, and strangled.  Their bodies. were
buried in the sand in the bed of the nullah ; and we

got from them 19,000 rupees in money, and 7000

or
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or SUUU rupees Worth of other property, whlch we |

'-',took on to Chltterkote From thence we sent- '
' back men to bury the bodies deeper and they
:fqnn_d.li one body exposed, which they buried ; st

the vest had been all washed down by the flood
arising from some heavy rain that fell : alarmed ak,

~ this, we all dlspersed and returned to our homes.

£ The boy was preserved by Mungul and La,l';oo, |

_brothms and Bmhml ns oi Sindouse.  He was a
| 'Brahmm, and tmnspurted in 1834 for murder.

¥ We passed through Rewah, and blll‘li“'eﬁ*ﬂ and |

.Ch&ndeeah also: and another town, a few cose from

Bundoogur.”

This substantially agrees with the suhjoined
statement, made on another occasion ; though thue
is some difference as to names.

% After the capture of Gwalior by General
Wellesley (Duke of Wellington), it was restored to
the Nagpore Rajah, who appointed Ghureeb Singh
to the command of the fortress. Anxious to get
some good soldiers from Hindostan to gurrison it,
he sent his younger brother, Ghyan Singh, with a
number of followers, and a large sum of money, to
-_m;ise them, in the Oude country, and districts be-
tween the Ganges and Jumna rivers.
“Ghyan Singh and his party passed thr ou,g,h
i _.-Nagpmﬂ : and came to Jubulpore in the month of
: Aol June,
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'June, while we were there concenl,rated from the"_ |
different parts into which we had ext;ndgd_ our expe-
ditions that season. His party consisted of fifty-two
‘men, seven women, and a Brahman boy then about

~ four years of age. Some of our gangs lodged in the |

~ town ; some in the cantonments among the troops ;
and some were encamped at the Tank of Adbar,
two or three miles from the town, on ‘the road to

Mirzapore,  As soon as we heard of the arrival of
this party from the Deccan, every party of Thugs
deputed some of its most respectable members to
mix with them in the town, and win their confi-
dence. At first, they tried to separate them into !
different parties, to proceed by different roads:
but though they had collected together at different
places on the road, it was found impossible to sepa-
rate.any part of them. from Ghyan Singh; and we
agreed to unite all our gangs, and to lead the party
by the most unfrequented roads, till we mJght find
a place convement for the murder of the whole at
once. A,

“On reaching ‘%ehora. we per aua.ded them to qmt
the high road through Belehree and Myhere, and
take that through Chundeea and the old Fort of
Bundoogur which leads through very extensive
tracts of jungle and uninhabited country. We went
with them through all this country, however, with-
out finding what we considered a fitting time and
place; and reached Rewah, winning more and more
upon
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‘ upon thexr conﬁdence every da.y From Rewah
we went to Simareea; and from that place to a

small wlla.ge half way to Chitterkote ; called by us

the Burwala Gow, from a large Bur-tree that
_stood near it. Thence we sent on people, as usua]

to select a pldce for the murder ; and they fouml'
one about two cose and a half distant, in a very
extensive jungle, without a human habitation for
many wmiles on either side. We pelsuaded the
party to set out soon a,ﬂ:er midnight ; and as they
went along, we managed to take our appointed

places, two Thugs by every traveller, and the rest
(in parties of resetye at different inter vals along the
line; every two managing to keep the person, whom

they were appointed to kill, in conversation. On
reaching the place chosen, the signal vgs gwen atb
sevcral different places, beginning Wlﬂ\ the rear

. party, and passing on to tnat In front ; and all wae
seized and strangled, except the boy. It was now

near morning, and too late to admit of the bodies
being securely buried : we made a temporary grave
for them in the bed of the river, covered them over
with sand, and went on with the boy and the booty
to Chitterkote, intending to send back a large party
the next night, and have the bodies securely buried.
The rains had begun to set in; and, after the mur-
ders, it rained very heavily all the day. The party,
however, went back, but found that the river had
risen and washed away all the bodies, except two or
three,
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ey THE Dhosa. affa.lr.,"_ as 1t is called, llveq in the,
i confesswns of two of the murderers, Kaem Khan,
| and_Rus‘_;mn Khan, That of the former runs thus :-—

“ We were on our way from Madhoorajpore to
Gwalior—a gang of about forty Thugs-—in the
month of March, ten years ago; when we fell in
with Bunseelal, the son of Bhujunlal, the Cotwal
of Sopur. He was a lad of about seventeen years
of age; and had with him two Brahmins, one
Rajpoot sepahee, and a servant of the Jat cast; and
was going to Rewaree, to fetch his bride.  One of
the Brahmins had come from Rewaree, to accom-
pany him. ' They came and took up their quarters
in the same Serai with us, and we pretended to be
going the same road. The next morning we went
' on with them to Lolsont; where we again lodged
together, in the Serai of Kosul Bhuteeara. The
following day we went on to. Ramgur with them :
and thence Bhikka Jemadar went on, to select a
place for the murder; but he came back without
ﬁndmg one that pleased him 3 and ‘rhe day after we
S went




192 ILLUSTRATIONS OF 'rm: ms'rqm

i went on together to Dhosa - We had now. hecame ?i
,_'very intimate with the boy Etla.d his pa.rty, who told |
_us all their secrets. The boy lodged in the ahop i
of a Buneea who ha.d been long in league with us, |
| while we 1odged in the Serai at Dhosa; and in the
afternoon, Bhikka went on again, to select a Bele.
He chose ono' in the bed of a nullah 2 cose and a

~ half distant; and the five stranglers having been

; a.ppomted we set out with the boy and his pa,rty
 long before daylight the next morning.  On reach-
ing the place appointed, they were persuaded to
sit down and rest themselves. The boy sat with
one of the Brahmans, upon a carpet that we had
_spread for him ; and the other three attendants sat
down upon the sand at a little distance from them.
A Shumseea took his seat by the side of each of
the five; and the Bhurtotes stood each behind his
intended victim. = The signal was given by Rustum
Khan; and all five were immediately strangled; the
boy himself by Bhikka Jemadar, who is still at
large, while his hands were held by his brother
Chunda. The bodies were buried in the bed of
the nullah. = While they were strangling them, the
fine mare on which the youth rode ran off; and
+  while we were engaged in recovering her, Chunda
¢ made off with a purse of gold mohurs, which he
found in the boy’s waistband.” ' g
The witness was asked ; “ Did you not return

to Dhosa soon after, and heard of the boy’s friends
searching



searchmg for hlm v He answcred “Yes: we
came back to Dhosa sore time after, and heard from
our friends .the .shopkeepus that the bodies had
been dug up by jackals, and that the friends of the
murdered youth were then at Dhosa, Inquiring about
him, Going to the Serai, we found the uncle of the
youth sitting on a Chubootra, in front of the door,
weeping and lamenting the loss of his nephew.”—
- Being questioned whether the father did not die of

Arm pmemmzs or THE THVGS. el e

grief soon after, he said: “ Yes; he could never he

persuaded to eat any thing atber he learnt the fate

- of his only son, and soon died. This we after- -
_ wards learned from the people of Seopore, who still _
 recollect the circumstance of the loss of the son,

| and death of the old Cotwal.” .
Rustum Khan's testimon y is to the same effect :—

" In Jet, about six years ago, I was with a gang
- under Nuthee Khan (lately hung at Saitgor), Bhurjee,

- Bhikka, and Saadut, Jemadars, and a gang of forty
Thugs, on our way from Madhorajpore : we reached
Mulama Dongerka in Jypore, and lodged in the
Serai. A little before dark, the son of the Cotwal
~of Seopore came up, with four companjons, on their
way from Seopore to their homes in Rewaree, and
lodged in the same Serai. Nuthee Khan went to
the young man, who was about fifteen years of age,
and won his confidence.  He agreed to travel with
us ;. and we set out the next morning, and reached

L : 0 Lalsont,
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 Lalsont, ‘and lodged in the Serai of Khoc;al Bhu-
. teeara: mext day we reached Ramgur in Jypore,
Ifm.u' cose  distaut, and lodged in  some shops.
Thence we sent on Bhikka Jemada.r, to select a

 place for the murder; but he could not find one,
" and returned in despair. The next day we went

on to Dhosa in Jypore, which place we reached
~about noon ; and we lodged the boy and his com-
panions in a shop, while we went to the Serai.
The shopkeepers in whose shop they lodged were

three, Nanuk, Sewlall, and another, whose name I
forgot.  We were all well known to these three
shopkeepers, and they had shared liberally in our
booty ; and their shop was near the Serai in which
. we lodged. Four ghuries before night, we sent on
Bhikka again to look for a Bela; and he chose one
on the bank of a river, a cose and a half distant;

and at night reported his success.  Nuthee Khan,
Bhikka, Kureema, Incha, and Ramla a Sooseea Thug,

were chosen as stranglers, and others appointed to

assist them ; and a watch and a half before day-
light we set out; and on veaching the place chosen,
in the bed of the river, which was then dry, they
were persuaded to sit down to their ablutions. A
‘carpet was spread for them; and the son of the
. Cotwal, with one of his companions, sat upon it,
and the other three sat at a little distance. The
Shumseeas sat near them, and the Bhurtotes
(stranglers) stood behind them. 1 was appointed

: to
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to gwe the s:gml and I did it by saymg, S Xf the

Jads are all come, give them tobacco;” and in-
. stantly the Bhurtotes threw their angochas over
their  necks, dnd strangled  them. Their hodies
were buried in two graves—two in one, and three
in the other—in the sand, in the bed of the river.
Bhikka Jemadar (still at large) strangled the boy ;
and the four other Bhurtotes strangled the others.
We got from them a mare, a pair of ear-rings with
 two large pearls in each, and other things worth
250 rﬁpe'és.- ‘Bhikka Jemadar states, there was a
bag of gold mohurs found upon them, which we
had no opportunity of counting: he found them
‘upon the boy whom he himself strangled.  Bhikka's
brother, Chunda, beld the boy’'s hands while he
~ strangled him; and took off his kummurbund as
'soon as he was dead, and put it round his own
waist. At this moment the mare ran off; and
several Thugs ran after her, and brought her back
but, before their return, Chunda had made off with
the waistband, and gone home: Bhikka, however,
pretended that his brother had lost the road. We
went to Seopore in Jypore, and divided the booty ;
but not the Seopore whence the party had come
from.  We got five rupees each: and Nuthee
Khan took the mare at a valuation of forty rupees,
and sold her to the Thakur of Puchawur in Jypore,
for sixty rupecs.  Three days after the murder,
the bodies were dug out by the animals of the
: : 02 : jungle,



Jungle, as we learnt from the Bhuteeams a.nd shop-
keepers, who requested us to keep away from
 Dhosa,in consequence.  The Cotwal wrote to his
" home, to announce the departure of his son: and
as he did not reach home, his uncle and another
man came out to search for him, and came to the
shop where he had lodged him at Dhosa. We
returned to the place twenty days after ; and found
the uncle on a Chubootra in front of the shop,
weeping, and saying that he could trace his nephew
thus far and no further. 'We concealed the pro-
perty we got, after Learing this; but we have none
of it now.” ' '

ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE ﬁ-IST'GR'Y 3
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The Report of the Aumil of Seopore confirms
the evidences, to a certain extent:— '

“ Lalla Bhujun Lal, in the time of John Bap-
tiste, was stationed at Seopore, on the part of
Chutter Bhoje Dewan. He had his family with
him. He sent his son, Bunsee Lal, towards Rewaree, -
to bring back his bride,  He had with him Pirthee,
Brahmin of Seopore, and Jogul, Brahmin of Re-
waree, Heera Singh Sepahee, and Govinda Jat :
they had a horse with them. They set out on the
27th of Cheyt, 1885 Sumbut, towards Rewaree:
and after three months, a letter artived, stating that
he had never reached home. Bhujun Lal sent
people in search of him; and found, that on the

other
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CHAP., XIV.

Mzex, even of rank and consequence, disappear,
from the mysterious operation of Thuggee; and,
~ after a little excitement and a little inquiry, the,_
matter passes over, and is no more recollected, il
some fresh atrocity or some unlooked-for discovery
_ again calls attention to it. = Sheikh Inaent, an ap-
prover, in answer to an inquiry by Captain Slee-
man, how often he had been at Thuggee before
he saw a murder, gave the following relation :— |

“ It was on my return from the first expedition
which [ made with my father to the Deccan, when
1 was fifteen years of age, and about thirty-five
years ago.  We were a gang of about eighty or
ninety Thugs, under my father Hinga; and some
of the Deccan Chiefs lodged in the Mausoleum,
outside of the town of Ellichpore. Two of our
leaders, Gumboo and Laljoo, on getting into the
bazaar, fell i with the grooms of the Nawab
Subzee Khan, the uncle of the Nawab of Bhopaul,
Huzeer Mahommed Khan ; who told them, that
their master had been, with his son and his 200
horse, in the service of the Nizam at Hydrabad;

and
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and ha.vxng had a quarrel mth hls son, he was now
on his way home to Bhopaul.  They came back
~ and reported ; and Dulele Khan and Khuleel Khan,
and other leaders of fame, went and introduced
themselves to the Nawab, pretending that they had
been to the Deccan with horses for sale, and were
now on their way back to Hindgstan, He was
plea.sed with their address and appearance, and in-
vited themto return the next day, which they did;
and the following day he set out with as many of
our gang as it was thought safe to exhibit. He
had two grooms, two troopers, and a slave-girl,

two horses, a mare with a wound in the neck,

and a pony. The slave-girl's duty was to prepare
for him his daily portion of subzee; and he told us
that he had got the name of Subzee Khan from

‘the quantity of that drug which he was accustomed

to drink. SEL

“ We came on together three stages ; and during
the fourth stage we came to an extensiye jungle
this side of Dhoba, and in the Baito¢] distriet; and
on reaching a nullah, about dine o'clock, Khuleel
said: ¢ Khan Sahib, we have had a fatiguing
journey, and we had better rest here and take
some  refreshment. — ‘ By all means, said the
Nawab; ‘I feel a little fatigued, and will take my
subzee here.’ He dismounted, laid his sword and
shield upon the ground, spread his carpet, and

sat down. Dulele and Khuleel sat down-by his
: side,

G,
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side, while the gir] was preparmg his potwn uf«, '
which he invited these two met, as our suPpospd

 chiefs, to partake; while the grooms were engaged

with the horses, and the troopers were qmokmg'_'
their pipes, at a distance. = It had been determined
that the Nawab should be first secured ; for he was.
a powerful man, and, if he had a moment’s warning, i
- would certainly have cut down some of the gang,
before they could secure him. Laljoo also went
and sat mear him; while Gomanee stood behind,
and seemed to be much interested in the conversa-
tion.  All being now ready, the signal was given ;
and the Nawab ' was strangled by Gomanee, while
Laljoo and Dulele held his legs. As soon as the
others saw the Nawab secured, they fell upon his
attendants ; and all were strangled, and their bo-
dies bmied in the bed of the water-course. O
going back to Ellichporz, Giomanee sold the N awab's
shield for eight rupees; but it was worth so miuch
more, that the people suspected him, and came to
our camp to scarch for him.  Our spies brought us
timely notice, and we conc ealed him under the
housings of our horses.” ‘

The witness belng asked, “ What was the cause
of the quarrel between Subzee Khan and his son?”
answered, *“ The son, in a passion, had drawn his
sword, and cut the Nawab’s favourite mare over
the neck. A quarrel ensued ; and he left his son
in charge of the squadron of horse, to return to

Bhopaul.



I ever witnessed, and it made a great impression

upon my mind.  You may rely upon the correct=

‘ness of what I state regarding it.”
'_On ~another _Q_cca,si01_1; thé witness added the
+following particulars :— '
¢ The bodies were all buried under stones in the
- nullah ; but I did not see the graves; nor could they
be mow found, after so long a time. = We got from

them two horses, a mare, and a pony; a gold

bracelet, twenty-five gold coins, and fifty rupees;

" some cloths, and a very handsome bird-cage,

" Khuleel Khan got one of the horses; Dulele and
Gungoo got the mare; my father got a horse ; and
Gomanee and Laljoo the pony. Dulele sold the
imare at Omrowtee; and my father his horse, at
Borhanpore.  Khuleel sent his horse home ; and
Gomanee kept the pony for many years. Gomanee
got also a valuable shield, which he sold at Ellich-
pore for eight rupees; and the people said that it
was sold too cheaply to have been honestly obtained.
Gomanee, hearing this, made off without taking the
money, and came to us: the people pursued him,
but we concealed him under some housings. As
soon as the search was over, we made off : and
afterwards, on coming to Ellichpore, we heard that
great search was being made for the Nawab Subzee
Khan, and left that part of the country.”

: The
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ﬁhoﬁé‘ul;%This,” ‘e addéﬂ,-“ wmz.-lthe- first murder 2

Q.
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| The statement of the witness was corroborated

by inquiries at the Court at Bhopaul. \ Mirza

. Amjud Beg, the Vakeel of Bhopaul, thus addressed i :
Mr. Wﬂkmson, Political Agent: et SIS

4 On recexpt of your order to me', to ascertain
whether any such persons, as are stated to }.mve:b'eun._
- killed in the deposition of Sheikh Inaent of the 3d

of July before Captain Sleeman, disappeared about
that time, I wrote to Rajah Khoshwukt Rae, the
Bhopaul Minister; who has forwarded to me the
deposition of Sultan Khan Afghan, an old resident
of Bhopaul ;—from which it appears, that, about
thirty-five years ago, Subzee Khan, the man na,mt,d ;
was the son of Shere Khan, who was a near relation

of Nawab Wuzeer Mahommed Khan, the late Nawab

of Bhopaul, and Resident of Bhbpa,ul Mok

called Subzee Khan, as stated by Inaent, in conse-

quence of the quautlty of subzee, or inebriating
diug, he drank. He was in service at Hydrabad,
with Gholaum Hyder Khan, his son: he beca.me
annoyed with his son; and left Hydrabad, on his
return home, with some followers, and property
laden upon ponies; and on the road was murdered
by Thugs. '~ When his son came home, and found
that his father, who had set out long before him,
had not returned home, he got 200 rupees, and,
with four attendants, set out in search of him, He

went to Nagpore and Ellichpore ; and found traces
of
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of hlS father to the At pla.oe bui‘, could ﬁnd no."'_ i

. trace of hlm beyond gy

Another mtness deposed thus i Thlrty-ﬁve-

| years ago, or more, Gholaum Hyder Khan, and his

. father Subzee Khan, were in service at Hydrabad :
~and when Hyder Khan came back, he stated that

. his father had left Hydrabad six months before, in

'_":'u']ger' with him; and apprehended that his anger
had prevented his returning home, and induced
him to remain in service on the road. He got 200

 rupees, and set out in search of his father, with ;

four attenda.nts ‘he found traces of.' him to Ellich-

'pore, and no farther.”

Question.—" Did he use much subzee or Bhung ?”
Answer : “Subzee Khan used a great deal of that

drug, and he got the name in consequence; and I

never knew him by any cther.” ' Q. Was he
related to the Nawab?” 4. “ He was the uncle of
-~ Nawab Wuzeer Mahommed, but not the brother of
his mother or father.” = @. *“ Did the son mention
the names of the people who accompanied his

| father, or the property he took with him ?” 4. “He
. did not. ~ Twelve years ago, when 1 was in service
~ there, I saw Gholaum Hyder Khan at Ellichpore,

~ with his raother. 'Where he is now, I know not.”
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CHAR XV,

At Dhoma, on one occasion, twenty-seven per-
sons were sacrificed together, as is related in the
following deposition of Zalfukar Jemadar, one of
the perpetrators taken at Saugor by Captain Slee-
mat, some years af'ter t;he oceurrence of the facts { s

i About twenty-one years ago, at the tizne-, iof '
- Mohurrum, I, with the following leaders and their.

gangs, in all about 300 men, were assembled at
Chooree in (‘hupa,ra, with intention of proceeding

on a Thug expedition:-— Bodhoo Jemadar, who
was afterwards trod to death under the feet of a;_n
‘elephant at Jhalone—Hingah Jemadar, father of
Sheikh Inaent, a.pprovex, who died on a Thug expe-
dition twelve years ago, near Bhurtpore—Khan
Sahib, alias Noor Khan, hung at Jubulpore, 1835—

 Khuleel, hung at Pothoreea in Saugor, eighteen yeats
ago, a year after being released from Nagpore—

Kurreem, alias Kumndeo, hung at Saugor—Dhu-

rum Khan, the stutterer, ‘hung at Saugor-~Mohun
Brahmm, Purasur (dead), at Dumah-—Sheikh Nug—
~ goo, hung at Saugor, 1835—Mahasookh, approver

—Muchul, who died at home thirteen years ago-— ;"
RaJa



at Jawra—his son, Nizamut, at large— Sheikh

. Inaent, approve - Hur Singh Rae Patuck, who died
.| at home, in bumter, ten years ago—Hur Singh

AND Pmc'mczss OF THE *uwss. i 2-0& =

I B,a.]a.h hhan, ahas Ragale, uncle of Za,lfukar hung

Rae Tuhungooreea, still at large—Bhudae, at la,rﬂ'e, i

. arrested 1835—Puhar, who died at home, seven

years ago—his son lately transported from Sduf'{)l it

~ Laljoo Sookul, who died at home seventeen years

i ago«-—Sumadha Brahmln, dea.dw——Adhar Jemada.r,

| hung at Saugor, 1833,
| “ We encamped two days at t}ns p]a.co ’lhe"f'

sec{md da.y, while we were sitting down, after per- '

rum, twenty-seven travellers came up, (they were

decoits,) on their return from the Deccan to the
west, and lodged in the bazaar, Dhurum Khan
brought this intelligence to us; and said that they

A 'fmmmg the concluding ceremonies of the Mohuy- R

had four tattoos laden with cash, besides much

oiher rich property. .

% The next morning the above travellers set ouf
--for Chupara, where they lodged in the bazaar: we
followed them, and encamped outside of the town,
¥rom Chupara they proceeded to Lucknadown ;
and we again followed, and all lodged in the bazaar.
-_Boodho_'q Jemadar, Mussulman, called himself by
the name of Kour Khuluck Singh; and went to the
shops where the travellers were put up; opened

g convex_'s_ation with them ; and won their confidence,
by saying that the road was very dangerous, and
A ) ' we
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we a.ll had better travel togethcr titl we ﬁould pass
through the jungles. They agreed to do so." L
- next morning, the follomng lea,ders, with aboutl.; ekl
; Thugs, followed the travellers; while the remainder
of our party proceeded towards Nutwara, in the
m]ley of the Nerbudda, where the detached party
 was directed to rejoin them, after effecting the
'\ murder:— Bodhoo Jemadar — Noor Khan, hung
. at Jubulpore, 1835-— Hingah Jemadar, father of
Sheikh Inaent, approver — Khuleel Khan, hung
‘at Saugor, 1832———~I)eponent——Inaent—-me Smgh-_.‘ "
Rae—Lolmun, approver. i
" When the detached party, with the traVellem, s
reached the spot where there are two trees in which
people tie pieces of cloths (called Chitureea Peer.
and Kunkureea Peer), the whole of the travellors
were murdered : sixteen of them were strangled,
and eleven were cut down with tulwars. Their
bodies were thrown a little off the road: and we
came on with the hooty we obtained from them,
and reached Nutwara. = The whole of the booty' il
amounted to about 13,500 rupees.®
“ From Nutwara we went to Kutungee where '
we dmded the booty On dmsmn, we received

| _ forty
) *:"* “ List of the P: appriy we ubmmr’d from t?zem
6 s UL B b worth 3000 rupees.
{Lothe: i iR RO A 1500, alest

Ready Cash ... ... .00 .+ 8500 or 9000 rupees.”
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.'-_forty rupees each We sent 100 Thugs with money |

 for our families ;. and of the rest, some proceeded

. to the east, and others in different directions.
" The undermentioned took the route to Jubul-
‘pore: — Bodhoo Jemadar — Hinga Jemadar —
Subhan Jemadar, who died sixteen years ago at
~home—Kurrondee Jemadar— Khuleel Khan Je-
~ madar - Noor Khan Jemadar — Mahasook, ap-

' . prover—with about elghty other 'I‘hugs. 1 'went

to my home.—The intelligence of the above mur-
‘der reached Jubulpore previous to the arrival of
our party; and on their arrival, the Pundit manager

of Jubulpore confined them all on suspicion.

| - Khuleel Jemadar had a young lad adopted by him.
The Pundit Komasdar called this lad to him, and
asked him who they really were; and on his denial,

the Pundit ordered him to be tied up to a Bur-tree,

~and flogged with the zerbund.  Upon this, Khu-

leel Jemadar: repreSente'd to the FPundit, ¢ that

there was no use in his punishing the boy; and

that' he had better send for some tulwars, and

have us all cut down. On hearing this, the
Pundit called Khuleel to him, and he confessed all
our crimes before him. Bodhoo Jemadar oﬂ‘ered
to give 10,000 rupees to the Pundit, as a bribe,

he would release them. The Pundit accepted.lm
their offer ; but, as they were unable to procure the"

money. he kept the following Thugs in confinement
for six months, inside the Fort:—Bodhoo Jemadar,
' RS | Mr.
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; Mr Stockwell's approver who got ms nose and'_ "
'hands cut off, three years after, at Serongo-—-" "

| Hinga Jemadar, father of Inaent, deponent =~
:Subhan, dltto——-—Murda.n dltto, who died after his
nose and hands had been cut off at Seronge—Kur-
“roudee, hung at Saugor. Two lads, and the under~ . "

mentioned Thugs, were kept in confinement in a
~ building called by the name of Beaharka Havelee,
ab Jubulpme. AR

“ After six months, we determlned bt tempt our
escape and seven Thugs jumped the Fort wall.
' Hingah had his back broken ; .M_ur'_rlan- was severely
hurt in his legs; and the other five got off.  The
sepahees of the Fort-guard came and. took away
both the wounded men, and confined them aga.m
in the Fort. :

 After the escape of the above five Thugs, the
Pundit sent Khuleel and Murdan to Nagpore; and

Hingah was removed from the building to the Fort.
Noor Khan Jemadar, with some of his party, ob- i
tained some instruments from Newul Singh Byde
a Thug, cut the irons, and broke open one of the
windows of the building: and while it was rain-
ing slightly, they effected their escape. .
 “When the whole of our party had escappd

the Rajah of Nag gpore released Khuleel, Murdan,
%nga,h, and the others who had been qent to him.
- The bodies of the twenty-seven victims were eaten
* by the animals of the Jung‘ie : g

| | “ Gyan




';“released after fourteen years impr isonment, was

i saymg, while heve, that some of his relations had
. been murdered by the ’I‘huws among a party of

i twmty-seven at Dhooma. : and these must ha.ve

0 _.'-jbeen the men.

: “A Pundit also saw the bodms, whlle passmg by
'.-'_that way from Nagpore.

“ The followmg are the é,pprowr.s who were

"Lonf‘erncu ‘in the above a,ﬁ'mr*” The depon{qnt

; '--"_Inaen‘g, ,._La]lmun, Peel Ma,homed Sahoo;
Imamee, son of Joomun; Mahasookh ‘Punchee ;

Kunhae, son of Laljoo; Mungul Bmhmm

- “ Most of the Thugs who were concerned in

thls affair have died, and the others been disposed

| of. Should there be any | in the .‘:mugm jail; I can
| point them out. = |

) Many of the Nujeebs are a,oquamted with ‘th‘i
'dﬁ"&lr - |

-A_nqth{ar a.ctof_:g_ave the following account :~—

. “There were a good many gangs, both from

. Hindostan and the Deccan.  We had concentrated

at Choorae, in the Geonee district, between this
_ and Nagpore ; and were at least 300 Thugs; and

 had Just performed the concluding ceremonies o,ﬁ

_'tht, festival of the Mohurrum, when a party of

~ ahout twenty-seven persons, decoits 1 believe, came y

'_up, on the;r way frorn the DP{‘C&H to Hindostan.
B P . They

(e MH inmns OF ’1*m' 'FHUGS el ey

Gya.n ‘imerh late a pnsoner in the Sdugm Jml | 0
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| They hmd four ponies laden with mh boob}’, whic h”
- they had acquired in an expedition to the South, -
. The following day they came on to Chupara, and

we followed. They lodned in the town: we, B

 side.  Bodhoo Jemadar Mussulman, calhnﬂ him-
 self Kour Khuluck %m(rh and pretending to be a
. Hindoo of rank, went to the party, and told them
that the road from Chupara passed through an
extensive and very dangerous jungle; and begged
that, for security, we might unite our parties, as

we were merchants and Government servants, and |

not very well armed. They agreed ; and thenex._t ("

morning, 125 of our gang went on with them,

while the rest came by another road ; all agrecing
to rendezvous at Nutwara, in th.e valley of-.the_'
Nurbudda. A -
“1 was with the 125 ; and on reaching two treec.'_ i
“in the jungle sacred to the two saints, (,hlttureed,- j
and Kunkureea, and on which people tie pieces: of
cloth as votive offerings, the signal was given, and
sixteen of the decoits were strangled, and eleven
cut down with our swords. We took the bodies
into the jungle near the road, and, mthout bur; ylng- :

them, made off with the booty, and rqomed our
friends at Nutwara. The booty consisted of gold,
silver, and cloths, to the value of 13,000 rupees.
‘We went on to Kutungee, divided ‘the booty, and
separated. The Deccan Thugs returned home;
and we came, with a party of eighty, to Jubulpore,
and



and encamced lll the Bwhars grove which you see

yonder, where we had a grand natch (ball).
% While engaged in our feast, we heard ﬂ]dt the

; 'Subah of the district was sending troops to seize
- us, and we made oft.  When the signal for mur- |
der was gwer a boy hﬂppenul to be, unperceived, at

‘adistance from the rest; and hearing their screams,

. he got up into a free, and, as it was daylight, saw

. the whole affair, without our s’eeing him. | After
~ we had come on, he descended, came to Jubul-
 pore, found some of our party selling some of

 their gold lace in the bazaar, and denounced us to
) the Governor, We all denied any knowledge of
. the affair, of course; but the Subah got hold of the

‘adopted son of Khuleel Jemadar, ticd him up toa

tree, and gave him a severe flogging. Khuleel
protested against this; and said he had better send
for swords, and have us all cut to pieces at once.
The Subah would not listen; and at last the boy
confossed,  The seven leaders were confined in
. the Tort; the others, all in the Beohar's house ;
but after having been made to disgorge all their

i ‘property, they were all suffered to escape, except
three leaders, Hinga, my father Khuleel, and Mur-

dan: the two latter were sent to Nagpore, where
. the Rajah released them. My father Hinga had
 broken his back in jumping over the Fort wall, .md
0 W,[lu dan sprained his ankle.”

Bemg asked, “ Were you ¢ all taken in the grove ! 14 4
b P2 , he .
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| he answ;ered B No. We had got off' on the S.Lugcn i
- road, to Kutungee 3 but the Subah sent a squadmn“
of hotse after s, and we were all br Ought back, ]
' was commanded by Khan Mahommed, the ',p'_rt_aseri-t
i -Cbtwal of S-aug'or.’ Nasid- of Tel_ingana was :ih' ehigil
L affain - S
This was con[‘ rmed by Nasir, who said it “isall’
true : and 1 was obliged to give the chief officer at
Kut’ung‘ee a fine horse, and some othm"if.:ﬂuable _
articles that I had picked up in the expedition; asl
found that he was an old acquaintance of mine, and’
‘well disposed towards us as long as he was con- i
ciliated in this way. 1 had got far off with my gang, ! 4
before the Subah’s party came up with the vest” =
Inaent added : Purumsook was then m'lster of
the Adawlut here, and all our property had to pass |
through his hands.  He was an old friend of ours,
and must recollect the circumstance well.”
Capt. Sleeman ohserves here : “ Purumspok, who
is iow a kind of attorney at Jubulpore, being re-
ferred to, confirms all this, but denies the friendship.
 He s0ld the property, he says, for the then Govern-
ment, and not for himself or the Thugl He was
a kind of Deputy Chief- Justlce at the tlme and in
 league Wlth 1]1 these gangs e |

The deposition of su(_:h' a person as Purumsook
cannot but be interesting; and it has fortundtely
been preserved.  This respectable person says i—
: ; 6é ]
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ke irecollect th;zt about the year 1868 or 1869

Sumbut this a.ﬂ'zur took place, I was at that time

under the Ra,}a,h Rughoojee, Punj of the Adawlut.

A boy, by caste a Gosaen, who had been saved from

' the murdered party, came to Tubulpore and saw,
' the Thugs who had murdered his party r~,elhng the
gnld and sﬂver lace in the Jubulpore bazaar. He

came to the Adawlut and complamed to La,lh
" Ramchund Fauj; and stated that hls companions

'_-'._had all been kill ad by these men, and that the

wurderers were then in the town, and might be

 arrested.  Lalla sent five or six persons to watch

them; and went to report to Bulajie Pundit, the L

| Subah of Jubulpore; who ordered Dhoneerajnana.

| Resaldar, who is now at Laleya in this district, and

' Khan Mahommied Khan, now Cotwal of Gaug'or' to

go with their Resalahs, and seize the Thugs who '

were then in the Beohar's grove. ‘The Thugs at
that tine had assembled a party of dancing-girls,
and were engaged in looking at their dancing; but
hea.rmg of the preparations for their arrest, they
* made off towards Kutungee. The Resaldars reached
. the Beohar's grove; but not finding the Thugs, they
_ pursued them on the Kutungee road, and arrested
about forty of them. The Subah confined these
men in the Fort, and in the house of the Beohar:
- four of their principal leaders were confined in a
~ bastion of the Fort. They leaped down from this
~ place four or five dayq after ; and one of them hurt
' his
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']m backabone and bemg heard, they were all fuur '
© retaken. “These four werc kf,pt in the F ort e

1 othez s, all in the Beoharshouse, A month aﬂ:er, At

‘those in the Beohar's house made their escape; by
cutting through the wall; and they were searched
for by the Sowars in vain.  The four men confined

' in the Fort were sent to Nagpore, with ‘the lad

- whose life had been saved. What became of them,

" Iknow not : their property, to a very -Iarge..amﬂuﬁt',- :
was confiscated by the Subah, and the  assets i
arising from the sale were carvied to the account =
of the Nagpore Government.  The gang of Thugs
had been five or six days in the Beohars garden,
in the guise of travellers. The property confis-
cated was sold through me, but I never sold pro~ '
perty for the Thugs themselyes. =« 4

# The boy said, that the pa;rtv belongmg to hlm
vonsisted of twelve Hindoos; that doven, out of
these were killed before hisface ; and the other five
must have perished with the crowd of other tra-
vellers, at some distance, 1 did not see the bodies,
not were they brought to Jubulpore; nor was
any body sent to see them ‘rhat I recollect g

THe) s of Moohsun Ally Mesciuidsdian.:
ployed in investigating the affair, is a.nother dgens /1
'ment connected with this tlansac‘tmn —

flo On the 6th of April 1835,-- 'Isher'!ﬂly, Lance
' Naick



j-' A.M;J PR:&GIICES OF THE. mum i Sme

..chk of Nu_]webs;. and nggun I&hzm Nujeeb,

reached the Tuhseeldaree of the village of Dhooma.

1itEhe, Tuhsee]dar was abSent investigating some

 to Nobut _,_Raec, accountant.  He assembled all
those from amcng the villagers who were most

mation; till, at last, one Kunhie Brazier stated
as follows ;—~‘ In the Sumbut 1868 or 1869, as I
 was emmng fmm Jubulpore with ten or. twelve

. other affaiv; thvrefore we shewed our purwanah

_experienced ; but these even could supply no infor-

others (not one of whom is now living) to iy home

- at Lucknadown, we perceived, at the outskirts of
- Dhooma, and some three cose from the village on
the north, four or five corpses, with the legs, heads,

and arms severed ' from the bodies: birds and

beasts were devouring them ; and four pairs of shoes
were lying by. = Of other travellers who were pass-
ing by, I heard that twenty-two o twenty-five

travellers had been there murdered by Thugs, and

. that their bodies were lying about that neighbour-

o hood.  This statement conhrmed my own obser-

vations.’
“ This man’s mfommtton ended here 3 and it was

| supported by the deposition of Jowahix Singh, Put-

waree or writer of the village of Khoorsee Par

Purgunah Birgee, who spoke as follows :—* During

- the reign of Ghoosla, Rajah of Nagpore, 1 was in

. _sexvice in the Thanna of Dhooma. = On my retum

- once from led.ve to a visit to my home, Ramchund
' ledlt
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Pund.lt who was then Aulml of the m]lage, t(ﬁd wme 3

|  that twenty horse-merchants had been, lately pro--'“_
ik ceeding from Nagpore towards Hmdostan, thak
i they had been inyeigled into junction with a body-"gr 2V

i of aeventy-ﬁve Thugs; and that, by these wllams, pF
 the twenty travellers nineteen had been murdeved,

| near a Bur-tree between the villages of Dhoowa and

Selnee ,m--thf, twentieth escaping by the following

 circumstances.  He had quitted his pﬁ?tty, when he _'
. heard an outery, as of human voices, and, in terro_r '

climbed a tree to discover its cause.. Here he be-
held the Thugs, who had accompanied  them,
strangling the remaining nineteen of his party, and
afterwards beheading them. He further saw, that y
after ‘having appropriated the cattle and effects of
their victims, they took the road to Jubulpore.
" Having reached the garden of Duriao Singh
Beohar, they halted. The sohtary horse-merchant
who had alone escaped, had in the mean time de-
scended from the tree, and took the road to Jubul-
. pore. On reaching the above-mentioned garden,

he beheld the Thugs engaged with natches and

revelry, He then repaired to the -._-S_.OQba,h_-Neel---
khet, and entreated him to cause their seizure ;.
relating, at the same t:mc, the above«detmled

o events.

 The Soobah Neelkhet thereupon called a Re-
saldar of horse ; whom he directed to take with hlm
a body of traopers, d,nd seize the Thugs alluded to.
But
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o :But ere the horsemen ol arive, the villains hadl Wt
. got news of their movements, and made off in the
S _directmn of Kutungee. But the Sowars pursued

80 promptly and so closely, that they seized them

. at Kutungee ; and thence conveyed. them back to

_ Jubulpore, where they were confined in the house

“of Duriao Singh Beohar aforesaid.  They alleged,
© that they were servants of Rughoo Jee, Rajdh of
. Nagpore; and that they paid tribute to that

| sovereign, on account and from the proceeds of
' Thuggee.  Two months, subsequently, they all |
‘escaped from  their conhnemeut in the house  of
._.the. above Beohar.” : |

The stovies of various other parties conﬁrmed

: t.he_b_g statements.
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T statement that follows wag given by a per-

son called Sahib Khan, in answer to an inquiry,

. from Captain Sleeman, into the czrcumstanceb that
m;zde him fly hom the, Ca,rnahc s '

“. I-t was about .twel_v.e” years a.go (that ﬁiy.-'ﬂim :

gang of fourteen, and another of twenty-five, under =

Jumal Khan, Seodeon, and Fakeer Mahommed, in
an expedition between Aurungabad and Ellichipore,

| joined in the murder of a Subahdar, his servant,

and two Rajpoots, at a bowlee near Chandae.
The bodies were tied up in blankets, and thrown
_ into the bowlee. Going on towards Jhalna, we
fell in with a Marwaree, taking turbans for _._s'_ale' to
Jhalpa, and near Phalecgow we strangled him
but getting only a rupee each, we agreed_.t@ g0
on, end wait in the Jhalna cantonments till 'we i
‘could find a Bunij more worth taking. We had,
‘however, no sooner come to this resolution, dﬁ&t’:
discussing over our plans on the bank of the. xiver,
than we heard the dire Chimmama on our rlght ;
© We all started up ;. and, with my gang, T instantly
rc,treatcd Jumal Khan, however, ventured to
take



o __'-take hlS gang on tbwards Jha’lna, in spite of thls- |

| warning. We came on to Omrowtee, where we
celebrated the Mohurrum : after which, I returned
~ to my home at Nandair, where I heard that Jumal,
" on reaching Jaferabad, had got drunk in a spirit-
shop, and been seized, with the Subahdar’s doo-

putta upon 'him, by some of Captain Shemiff’s
.__.,-umn?rs.* He gave information against Sied Ally;

and he against others, till fourteen of his gang
~ were arrested.  The four bodies were taken out of
“the bowlee; and parties were sent off to Major
Parker, who commanded at Hingolee, with infor-

mation against me and my gang. 1 kept myself

* well informed of all these proceedings, and conti-
nued to cultivate my fields. ' Eleven of Jumal
Khan's gang having been hung, and seeing no
longer any chance of cscape at home, I fled. My
wifé and children, and my brother Burees, and

brother-in-law Chand Khan, were seized and taken

to Major Parker, who released the women and
children. I went first to my uncle Towukul Sah,
a celebrated Fakeer and Thug, but not yet su-
 spected; and fearing to implicate him, I proceeded
soon after to Golburga, to my cousin Sahib Khan
J'emddar.- I found that he, Rusool Khan, Hyder
Kha, and other Thugs of his party, had heen

' .Selzed__ and taken to Hydrabad. As soon as the
 woraen saw ine, they wept bitterly ; ‘and having

heard the tale of my misfortune, his wife took me
Hoseh s i the

A»m PaAc'rmEs oF 'rm: nmc;v. 219



L LUSTR:\TIDNS OF, TllE HISTORY

| the mﬂ;t day to Ochergee ught cose dlstant in the s

g '-hope of finding some Thugs with whom 1 might oy
- serve, and earn my bread, I‘hey were absent on i

an r:xpcdltmn and I left her, and went to Mu~

heenkulga; where I met Lungotee Jemadar, an old |

follower of my father’s. He made me dine with
him ; and, after dinner, he told me that he intended
to take the auspices in a few days, and, if the omens
‘proved favourable, should take out his gang, and
me with them, I told him that I should be glad

to join him; but that I would not consent to re- '

cognise him as my chief, by paying him the fees
of office as Jemadar, like the other membérs.-_bf his
gang.  He said he would take me on no other

conditions. = 1 expostulated with him; and as Peer i
Khan, the brother of Chand Khan, was with me, I

said that he must set aside both our shares before
the general division; and asked him whether he

had so far forgotten the obligations he owed to my :

father,.who had initiated him, as to have the impu.-
dence to demand tokens of subjection from the
son. ‘Give us,” I said our shares separately, and
then divide the spoil with your gang, and take
your fees as leader ; for I will never consent to pay

you any.’ Ie said it would be a bad precedent, |

and lower him in the estimation of his followers;
and having refused to join him on any . other terms,
I proceeded to Korergee, whete Sahib Khan, the
~ husband of my sister, resided, and served fin the
gang



i .gang of Nubeo Sahib Jemad*n 1 On our way, we

 spent one evemng at Hldggeera. with the families of
- Baba Jema.dar, and eleven other Thugs of note,

who had been for some time in prison at Amba,

and 'are now with Capta.m Reynolds.  On reaching

Korergee, we found my brother-in-law, who had |

_-been sent homc by Nubee Sahib with a booty of

7000 rupees, ' Nubee' Sahib being absent on an
- expedition, he recommended me to go to the great

; leader, Sahib Khan of Kakurmulla. I didso ; and
found his brother Sooltan at home. I told him

~ the story of our risfortunes ; and he consoled me,
~ and told me, that though Thugs were getting seized .
- all around them, they were as yet secure, and had

| still a few hundred good men for work. Sahib

Kh:m "\‘()t)ﬁ after returned from market, received

me very kindly, and made me dine with him.

| While at dinner, hOWGVeI', we heard the ()1 utpu-

tholee, which is _considered a very bad omen in the
Sotth'y and Sahib Khan told me that I ought im-
mediately to return to my home, after such an
omen; but that, as this was impossible, under pre-
sent circumstances, I must leave his house, sleep
in another village, and return in the morning. I
and Peer Khan did so. We remained with him
- six weeks; and were 50 kindly treated, that we

forgot all our misfortunes.  He consented fo com-
~ ply with my conditions, and not to exact from us

_two hu. fees as leader.  With a gang of sixty
u s . Thugs,

ol S A AND PRACIICES OF THE THUGS. 29 Wi
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g hugs, we proceeded & cose, to the Vlllage of De-
« wurnatjee, where we waited eight days for favoura-
ble omens. Having got them, sixteen old men i

- and boys were sent home, and the expedition was

opened by forty-six. .« Itis the custom in the Car-

natic to take out all the old men and boys to the

first stage where the auspices are taken; and when
the omens are fayourable, to send them back.
When they get hooty, they take what is necessary
~ for the subsistence of the gang; and send all the
rest to the house of the leader, where it remains
till the gang returns ; When it is divided, a.nd the
boys and old men who are sent back have an. equdl
share of it with the others who go on.  The same
custom prevails among the Thugs from Arcot
* who are said to have taken it from them.
% We proceeded to a village near Dhama.r
' which we reached in eight day*-, ; and there met the
great Sheikh Ahmed, the Thug leader from Arcot,
_with his gang of fifty. Going on to Dharwar
together, the two leaders divided the whole into
two separate gangs; one, under these two leaders,
to operate on the road to Poonab; and the other,
under Nathoo, and Sirjee Khan the brother of
‘Sheikh Ahmed, and Sooltan the brother of Sahib
Khan, towards Naggur. We were all to r-e_ndéz_-
vous at E Lhora, at the end of a month. |
After killing a good many travellers, and gm‘tmg
a good deal of booty——which was all sent, as taken,
fo



to ﬂlb house of bahlb Khan-—we all re-united at

.' the appointed place, and remained wogether two
 days; when our division took the road to Naraen-

"_...',"-pd,th and the other, that' to Dharwar.  On the
~ bank of the Bhimra river we got a prlze of‘ 12,000

mpeua ‘worth of silk, from six men; and retumed '

~ home. ' Seven days after our return, seven of the
other division came, and reported, that, ina drunken

‘brawl at Dharwar, the secret of their proceedmgq‘_-_ |

had heen disclosed, and the division, except them-

selves, arrested ; and, as a good many had turned
" King's evidences, we mig,ht soon expect a guard_ ol

down upon us.

1 ‘Having heard that my cousin and his gang ha,d-

'_be en released at Hydrabad, and come with their

- families to Korergee, I went and joined them; and

Sahib Kbhan left his house at Kukurmulla in charge
of his brother Meean Sahib, who was not suspected,
and concealed himself with an old friend in our
neighbt}u'uhood. "A guard came from Dharwar ;
seived Meean Sahib; and sc maltreated him n

order to make him point out his brother, that he

threw hlmself mto a well and was killed,

% Almmed, I, and my cousin and his party, with

all their families, went to Golburga; and leaving

the women and children there, with a small gwng

went to Hydrabad, for we had now nothing to
',submst upon. «Near Bamnabad we found a fra-
veller washing himself in the stream: he was
ey R strangled,
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II . ___..__strangied ‘and his body left upon t‘ne sand 'I‘he-_ﬁ.;_;,'
. raitis had now set in; and going on bvytmd Akzelee,
 we found a traveller wcutmg on the bank of & river

for some one to a.s.tmt him over. He was persuaded '_

_ to go up thestream, a little off the road, for a better

ford; and there strangled.  We went to Hydrabad;
and thence came back, through Akelee, to Nowta
Moshturee, killi'n'{., two nien on the road : 'md;hei-_e
‘we met Sheikh Ahmed, the great Arcot leader,
. with a small party of twelve. He. told ‘us that

 Sahib Khan had been arr psted, and all the boot}r bl

of our Tate expedition taken by the Government
guards.  The next morning he left us for Hydla-

bad ; zmd on our way to Golbur, 'ga, we, for thr(‘e
successive days, conti_mled to fall in with sm'ﬂl par-
ties of Sheikh Ahmed’s gang, following each other
at long intervals. My cousin and his party changed
their abodes from Golburga to Frtalee in Bedur;
and, taking my family, I went to Kuukee, and’ en-_' i
tered into the service of Dhurumdass, the Amil on
the part of Chundoolal the Mi inister.  He employed

L - me to make the collections of two w'lllagea for him;

and I resolved to leave off Thuggee, at least fora
 time, = Taking the colloctmns to Hydrabad two |

i years after this, T met Sheikh Ahmed, “ho dsked |

m¢ how many Thugs I had with me. I told my.

| story; and he mentioned that our old friend Sahib

Khan of Kakurmulla, was confined in the Fort of
Sattara but thd.t he would effect his release, what—_,

ever
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i .'evar 1tl'um1ght cos Tmm._ He 001 Ieft me :—de '
- could pes seive that he distrusted me. ‘One of his
lowers, however, Hosaem Khan, told me that they

bl _';had now all estabhshed themselves comfortablyf

~ about Nulgonda, on the road to Masulipatam; and,
. inveturn, lbdde hlm tell his chief that he need not
'-_;fem' me. o | | i

The partxcula,m of' the d,pprehensmn of WJumal

i ::-22.‘_ et

| ' _: '_'-_'_Khan ‘mentioned in an emly part. of the above |
| marrative, are recorded on  the procpedmcs of a
it _Pomt ef. Inqmry assembled  at Jhalna in Ot tober

1823.  Captain Sherriff, who was actively emp]oved :
ony the ~oceasion, _subxmtted the followmt* sta‘rev
Y On the 20th ultimo, lem‘nt by a le,tter from, |
| "Ma_](}x Parker, commanding at Hingolie, addressed
' to Lieut.~Colonel Lushington, C.B., that foux bodies
had been discoveretl in a nullah near the village
of Tanklee, in the Purbunnee Purgunnah. The
- Major's letter was accompanied with four native .
papers, and a small piece of yellow morocco leather,
which had been found near the bodies.  On trans-
lating two of these papers, I had reason to believe
that a gang of Phansigars had left Hydvabad, to
march for or towards Jhalna.  Having obtained '
! 'cunsLderable information, in September 1821, of the
";_hablts and movements of the Phansigars, 1 lost
no: ume in dlspomng of the pohce in such a manner
' .Q ' L)
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las T thmwht most conducive to the apprehenmmx.

of the parties; whcz, I comluded from the mfﬁr—-:_.' _'

i matlon conta.med in the natlve pa,{xerq were mowng

g tlmSC roads,

AR P hurcaras were accordmgly despatched to
-"”ﬂle spot where the bodies had been scen, nem'-'”‘

Tanklee ; whence they were. directed to nmke an

wgﬂant and cautious search for the murderurs il
On the 22d ultimo, 1 learnt that five bodies ‘had
been seen in a well on the right of the Jafferabad

/road, and distant about seven cose from | Jhalna. L

About this period, a respectable Brahmin, attached

to the bazaar, informed me that his son and n(,phew" s

~ had disappeared near the village of Pokery, where
! they had halted for one night, on their way. to

- Jhalna, from their own vdl‘xgc.,, La.orgee 1 the Brah- iy

ming and the Puteel of Pokery had adopted every
measure a.nd means in their power to discover the

~ lads who were missing, but nothing could be found

of them. I ditected two hurcaras to accompany-

. the Brahmins; to examine the five bodies that had
! been found in the well.  On reaching the well, the

hurcaras found four budnes floating on the mter
three with their faces uppermost, and one with the
face downwards.  An attempt was made to take the
‘bodies out of the well, but it failed, They had
been so long in the water, that they separated, and

; broke to pieces on bemg moved. | The villagers

i mformed {,he Br a.hmms, that they were of opinion,
- fr{)m



_'torrether with picces of jungie creepers : fromy this
‘account, and the general size and appearame of

;’the boches, the Brahmins were satisfied that the}

. were not the lads they had lost. _
il “1 was now certain that the Phansigars had
'-:"pasqed towards Berar; and sent two smart hur-
caras to find them out. These hurcaras reaf'hed

.+ Jafferabad on Wednesday the 24th ult., and appre-

_ hendcd Jumal Khan, the leader or Muneem of the

gang, and his. brother-in-law, Abbas Ally, and sent
them into Jhalna, with a tattoo loaded with a quan.

: 'taty of suspicious property The bhurcaras wrote

| | ANI} PRAC Il ezs OF rm: 'I'HUGS il S
e from the appearance of the bod:es on bemw first |

discovered i in the water, that they must be Rajpoots
ko Ma,rwzmes and two of them ha.(l been bound

i me from Jaffevabad, that they had first seen Jumal A

Khan in the village of Gordegaon, drinking spirits,

a5 they passed for Jafferabad, without his observing:

_ them: he reached Jafferabad the following day.

The hurcamq knew him to be a thief; as three '

_years ago he had been a,pprehcnded in the Jhalna, .

bazaar with suspicious property in his possession,
which he had offered for sale. They inquired of
him the cause of his being at Jafterabad: he an-

_ --Iswer&,d that he had left Jhalna that morning; and

was on his way to Ellichpore.
“The hurcaras found a person callecl Seo

5 I,_-...Deen talking with Jumal Khan ; and as they kneW
el -hlm to belong to the village of Na.gewaree, close to

g 2 our
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our cdmp, they mqmud the purport of hls ccmver-.; i
~ sation with Jumal Khan, Seo Deen rephed that_l

he knew nuthmg about the old man, and had only |

-_rephed to some questions put to him about travel-

| --lmg ; and that they had agreed to march to{.,uther,l U

-early n the motning, for ! (,hlckly The hurcaras i
supposmg Seo Deen to be an honobt man, wamed |

. him against trayelling with Jumal Khan, ‘and e~ |

- commended his returning immediately to Jhalna : |
he promised to do so; and came to me on thelu ;
afternoon of the 27th ult., and apprised me of the
apprehension of Jumal Khan and Abbas Ally : he
‘added, thatf the hurcaras had, by their dﬂlgenuu A
Cand arrival at Jafferabad, saved his life, as i he
would certainly otherwise have been murdered by'_ |
Jumal Khan and his party. On the ar rival of
Jumal Khan, the Brahmins were sent for Who hdd
lost their sons; and the suspicious articles found

upon Jumal Khan were examined. Amongst these o

articles they recognised a Jemboo and {0 hu_raloo |
‘the property of the missing. lads. l‘hese poor
people instantly set up a most dismal yell ; a,nd Te-
quested Jumal Khan, by threats and enttea.iy, to
divulge how he had disposed of the mlssmg lads.

Jumal Khan aeemcd agitated on the dlbcovery (0 i
these articles, a.,nd partly allowed that the youths had

 been murdered. He was given to know, that the

| prf)perty found upon him, as well as the circum-
" stance of the lads being missing, were sufficient
| " evidence



ewdence tha.t he ha,d bfxen concerned in thelr
i ,' murcler g a.nd he was ac‘am requested to pomt out
-_wherf* the ]ads might be found. Then he men-

tioned, ﬂmt the Brahmins had been killed by his

i .'pr-ople. who had effected theu escape when he was

I-.‘.dpprehended at Jaffernbad; and that their names
"-;:were, Malluk Ma.hommad Fakeer Nh].:ommed

Hossem Mdhomumd and a boy,, Rumzanee

S vl Khan soon afterwards described the spot.
where the yo*mv Bmhmms had been killed. The

| '-1rlatmns went out the next day, and searched all
! _-_about the Iﬂace mentloned but could not dtsmver
the hndles, ot the remains of them. This mduced

‘me to send Jumal Khan to shew the place. He

| AND TR C'ﬂcua o I‘I[E e e MR

| '.-wa.s attended by the COﬁWdl, and went dlrect to the o

'part of the nullah where they had perpe trated the

- murders; and a little further down, in apool which i
had deep mud at the bottom, the bones, and two

odd shppers that belonged to the lads, were found..
“ The hurcaras got two more of the gang, Szed

Ally and Hossein Mahommed, at Chickly.  These
 .men ha,ve made extensive and valuable confessions,

' 'whu,h have led to tho detection of Seo Deen, the

man who met the hurcara at Jafferabad, and who
"m‘ms out to be an old offender; and three men
: remdmo‘ in our bazaar, upon whom property,

correspondmcr with that found upon Sied Ally, .

i found ’They have a]so detected five men a woman,
a hny

"':'}Iosqem ‘Wahommed, and Jumal Kho.n has been ot
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__a boy, and glrl at the wllage of I)mraee, whe are
associates of Jumal Khan, by their own free con-

i fession; and have a large quantity of ¢ articles upon. '

' them, taken from travellers whom they have mi-

* nutely described, as well as the situations where
. they found and murdered them.—~The Pha,nmgars
are present, and can be exa,mmed by the Court._ (it

One of the gang, named Si'ed Ally, was then’-e'.\:-

amined, and said :—* I am the son of Meer Fuzul =

Ally, who was a Bhala Admee (respectable ma.n) ;

T was born near Chota Ammot(,e i the: Untut'- i

gaor Sawergaor Purgunah, where my father lived i
under the protection of Rajah Jand Singh of Ma- A
hoon: my father died when [ was very young;
~and having quarrelled with ‘my brothers, 1 ‘joined

~ the Phansigars when I was a hoy, without know-

ing at first that it was their profession to kill and

~rob.in the way they do. Emaum Sahib initiated '

e into their habits, and forced mie to marry his
daughter, by whom 1 have had two children, who
~are dead. T am heartily tired of this bad profession ;

and would have quitted it aftex the Mohwram,

when I came to Jhalna to find better service; but
 failing, I had nothing for it, but to return to the
Mayl, under Jumal Khan. You may inquire of

. this man, if I had not quarrelled with him, and if

niy assertions regarding my quitting the gang, then
~ at Budnapore, with the intention of not returning,
: are



e not al»o correct I have done much injury;

and will hencefortl make every atonement in my

power, by discovering and pointing out every person

~ belonging to the gang. All I require, should my

. life e spared, is permission to live in irons, ot in
any. situation where I may be protected from the
- NUMerous Phanslgars who inhabit the Nandair
 digtricts, as they will excrt every endem our to
" destroy me. Al |

1 have already undermmed all thmr houqcs,

: _.md have gone too far in my mformatwn agatnst

them to recede : no person engaged with thlq peo-

it ple has bitherto said so much, as every body knows
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_how revengeful these Phangigars are. My wife
is now at the village of Khuree: it would be con-

ferring a great fayour by letting Her live with me,
in confinement, or wherever I may be sent. 1

_..hfwe nothing more to ask; bnt will do all 1 T can in

putting a stop to the work of my late {vlends, _t}u,
- Phansigars, as my safety now depends upon then e v

ot t‘e truction.”

There is, at least, some frankness in the last
avowal of the witness's readiness to secure his perso-

_nal safety by the destruction of his former friends.
This man, having identified a number of articles

i found upon the Thugs, retived ;—and was followed

. by Bundhoo, or Bundegee, a Phansigar of Jumal Bl

il khaxx 3 gemg, who voluntamly offered to pomt out, to
the

i A
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: '.the horsemen who cscorted him into Jhahm, th&
* names and residence of all the people who have heen! '
_ engaged with him.  Being directed by the Court to. |

ook at the articles found upon Jumal Khau and

Abboo Ally, he generally corroborated the account
given by Sied Ally; but differed, in one or twuf--.
instances, regarding the persons from. whom the

articles were taken. This difference was casily

aceounted for, when it is known that the gang act in

parties, and scour all the parallel and cross roadson

the route which they take. These parties. brought

_in, and gave account of their respective acquisitions;

after which, a fair distribution of the whole was
‘made. Bundhoo, alias Bundegee, recognised several

articles in the bundle found in the house of Abhoo

Mahommed, and his son-in-law Esoof, of which
Sied Ally had no knowledge ; and, from the open

and direct mode of this man’s communications, and ||

answers to all the questions pat to him, the Cowrt
had no reason to suppose that he has concealed -

any circumstance that could throw light upon the g
questions proposed. |

Two horsemen of the Reformed Horse, who!

escorted the prisoners from Dmraee, were then

called in. s
They stated, tha.t a brother of one of the Rajpootb

~ killed by the gang and thmwu into the well seven .-

| eose from Jhalna, met them: at Dubboree.  He

.mld that he came from Elhchpme to look for his
brother,
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.fbrother, who was mlsmug ‘on the road between' i

0 '?Aumngabad and Ellichpore, 'He entreated per-
. mission to look at the swords found upon the pri-
| soners; _an_d \{_vhgen_ he saw his brother’s. sword ‘he
. began t_o:_f(;_ry very much.  The man was a Rajpoot ;
' and his murdered brother was said to have heen
' Havildar, a great favourite of Major Davis, and
. that he was going to Elhchpare to teach the '

ca,va,lrv there the new dmll exemse

.'Bunde_gee-'arld _Sied_ AI-ly,-being _aga;in called in

"_.énd'.'questiu1led regarding these Rajpoots, Sied -AII'y".'-_ |

i 'spoke to the questions proposed, as follows:—

i “ We, Jumal K;h‘l_zin’s_ party, which Was-co_mi)oseld' |

of Jumal Khan and his boy Rumzanee, Abbas Ally

- his brother-in-law, Burry Khan Puthan, a very
- wicked young man, Malluck Mahommed, brother-
iy m-la.w to Jurmal Khan, Mahommed Hossein, Julloo,

a man who occasionally lives in the ba,zaar (md'--_'._
-myself. Sied Ally moved from Dharkingavm, on '

 the road between Auringabad and Moongy Putun,
with two Brahmins, and proceeded towards Aurun-
'_gabéd.. We killed them in a deserted village, five

cose from Aurungabad. . We moved into Aurun-

' .gabﬁ.d the same night ; where we met Sahib Khan's

',p'ar'tj}", and started with them the following morn-
Jing, towards J aﬁ'era bad. At the village of Buroor

i we mmed company Wlth two Rajpoots, and marched
_ _ _ ] T
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in a frlendly and ‘sociable manner mth th{.m to a."_'

 shaded Chuboofra at Bundgaum. = Here {:hey i

. smoked their hookahs; and one of the Rajpoots,
who said that he was going to Ellichpore to. teach |

the sword exercise, amused them, by chspldymg his

skill while they sat on the Chubootra. . ik |
¢ Jumal Khan pmpoaed many fnendly qucstmns,_- '

and expressed his great satisfaction on having got

8o pleasant a companion to travel with to -Ellic'h-:

pore. . We all marched together ; and put up'that
night at a small village between Bundgam‘n and

Dubbaree. We again started together from this
village ; and having passed by Dubbaree andl
Chandie, met another Rajpoot, and a boy thh_ @

tattoo going to Ellichpore. = We all put up. forthe
night in a small Khera on a vxllage in the Jaﬂ"er-' b

abad side of Chandie.
% Sahib Khan and his pa,rty followed the Ra.]*_'
poot and his boy, and put up with them in the in~
side of the village. = Jumal Khan and myself . stueck
by the other Rajp-out Tucker Sahib's Orderly ; who
was now completely in our power, as he looked
upon us as friends and fellow travellers. |
%" We concerted matters with Sahib Khan's pa.rty'
to start first in the morning ; and got up when there
were §ix ghuries of the night 'rehaaining, and per-
 suaded the Rajpoot to march: he did so; and we

killed him and his companion, tied them together,

and threw them into a well one cose from the village,
' " Here



! Here we remamed concealed in diﬂ'e,rent parts of

 the road, until Sa.hzb Kh'ms party amverl with the |

i _'crther Rajpoot, the boy, and a tattoo.  When they
'n‘rlved near the well, Sahib Khan and his' man

| killed the Rajpoot and the boy, and threw them
~ into the same well ; and we all moved on to Done-
1 gaum, with three gold putlies, one sword, one topee |
~ and two red cloths found npoy the Rajpoot going
 to teach the sword exercise.  On the other, we got
121 rupees three bra,ss vessels, and the tdttoo, a

mare'

The followmg is an extxa,ct from the Mmutes of
".the Court i— | :

“ From the various articles of property which
have appeared before this Court, and found upon

different individuals employed under the directions

of Jumal Khan, the Court is of opinion, from the

strong simila.rity" of one article with another, found,
ag already stated, on different people, that they are
 parts of a whole, which must have been divided and
 given from a general stock ;iand this opinion is
' made very strong by the concurrent testimony of
the individuals, Sied Ally, Hossein Mahommed, and
Bundegee, who assert, in the most solemm manner,

“that they were present, .and assisted in the destruc-

‘tion of the persons from whom the articles were

taken. | '
Vi Captam Eahemﬁ Sub-asmstmi‘ Commissary
3 - ' G eneral

er rmo'rn.ms oF ‘I‘HE whdas. \ 0 23880
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General has errcselltcd to the Court tha.t h£= b4
gr eatly indebted to the information furmshf*d by the
prisoners Sied A]Iy and Hogsein Mdhommed whmh

~ enabled him to get hold of Seo Deen, an old and

active Phansigar, who has, from his being a Hindoo,
 been peculiarly successful in' the art of! deceptwn
~ and has led many Hmdoos, Marwaries, and Brah-
mins to their destruction. | The dbove-mentloned'
 individuals have also divulged the practices of three i
individuals, Abboo Mahommed, his ‘son Julloo
and son-in-law Esoof, who have had a hut for the

last ten months in rear of the General Baza.a,r in
this camp,  Julloo has been present for a long"l"

period with the gang, and occasionally comes in

here with ‘plunder that cannot be disposed of at'
. other places. Abboo Mahommed, by the evidence
of Sied Ally and Hossein Mahommed, served with
the gang when he resided in the neighbo‘urhoo&"df‘_’
Nandair;  and his son-in-law served with them, until
he ‘was obliged to quit, from rheumatism in the
knees. These men had in their house a lélge (il
portion of articles which appear to the Court to be
exactly similar to the things found wpon Juma.l_ '
Khan and other acknowledged Phansigars. The
Phansigar Seo Deen, after deceiving the pohce '
and the officer commanding, before whom he was
taken, on the 27th ultimo, to relate his story regard-
. ing the miraculous escape he had pretended to

~ have made by ‘the arrival of the hurcaras at Jaffer-
: abad,
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; ﬁ’.a,bad was found at the house of Abboo Mahommod b1
L and as Seo Deen does not, now pretend to deny

'havmg a.ccompamed the ' Phansigars into Berar
and Kande:sh on several occasions, and as he de-

| scribes the murders that were perpetrated there,

"_"',the Court are of opinion that Abboo Mahommed,
. his_ son Julloo  (who has effected his escape-
from Jaﬂ'erabad in company with some other in-
"(hmduals of the ga,ng), and his son-in-law Esoof,

 must be principals, or at least acccmphces in these .

nefarious practices.
{7t Thongh the Court are fully aware. I;hat Sled-
~ Ally end Bundegee are polluted with inuumerable

murders and robberies which they have freely ac-

- knowledged and confessed, and that their acknow-
ledements and confessions may have been in the
hope of saving themselves, nevertheless, in conse-

- quence of the good which théy have already &an;_: i

m detecting so many of the gang, some of whom
are nearly related to them— added to theix promises
of pointing out all the people in their own country
. who are concerned in these fatal practices of secret
murder and robbery—the Court consider it to be
their duty to bring forward the services of these
men, and to recommend them to! the favourable
consideration of their superiors. |

““ The horrid murders of the four Rajpoots, aud
two Causee Cowrce Brahmins, perpetrated so close
to Jhalna a.nd the murders of the Brahmin lads,
are
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| e crimes of 50 black and dcstmctne a nature, as |
to require no comment from this Court.. i
“The following are the individuals of t‘he gmg_ f

_ who have heen a.pprehended e Juma,l dchan
leader of this gang, and brother to ‘\funn}r, aleader |
of the gang taken at Akoolah in 1821, and now i

a prisoner at Aurungabad-—Abbas Ally, brother-
in-law to Jumal Khan—Sied AHy-—-Iioqsem Ma-
‘hommed-—Abboo Mahommed-—Esoof-—Seo Deen---
Fakeer Mahomme d-——Bundegce*—Ktil rreem Khan—
I’ayma Boodha, joined from the Hmdostanee gang
~Ajoorah, joined from the Hmdostanee gangw— o
Hyder; a boy. . il
% Lists of all the other individuals of thcse gmngs '
have been sent by Captain Sheriff to Mag;ors'
Parker and Seyer ; ‘and it is expected, that, with the |
assistance of Sied Ally and Hossein Ma.honnned,_ '
they will all be secured in the course of one or
 two months, . i
“ From all that has appemcd before them, tho '
Court have no doubt in their minds of the guilt o_f _
- the individuals enumerated 'above and it would
appear that these Phansigars moved round Au-
 rungabad and Jhalna as two centres, and murdered
~ travellers on all the principal roads leading fmm'
and to those places; extending their excursions
from these centres as convenience or a chance of
plunder suited, and always returning to them.”

As



