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.r'up'ées. ¥ remamed at home, they at Mamckgumr, |
About the end of Jeth, Radhanath, ”wtunjoc

Kadanath, and Chedam, hired my boa ad went
to trade, T do not know where. I/ a0t know

. whom else they took, = When we were going to the

‘north, our boat put ap at the plain of Balahat
- Babna, at about one-and-a-half pas distance, on the
right bank of Jumona river: thete, at about four-
teen ghuries day, came two Julahas (weavers), with
| several pairs of new cloths : they wete travelling,
by land, towards the south, On this, Surcop Mis-
tree and Radhanath Sircar, on pretext of wishing
to buy cloths, called them to the boat, and sent
me ashore to buy vegetables: in two ghuries, when
1 returned with the vegetables, I did not see the
boat, but m a moment after I saw it being towed
up the stream: ,they told me, in reply to my

inquiry, that the boat had slid away, and they were
bringing it up. I got on the boat, and saw a bun-
_dle of new cloths. In reply to my question, they
told me they had bought these cloths from the

. two weavers, who had taken the rupees and gone.
There were seven pairs of plain dhotees, one Ze-
nana saree with a red border, all tied in a settrinjee ;
also there was a blanket. In the tobacco-hoat there
wete one Manjee, and four boatmen. I cannot say
what became of them, whether they were beaten,
or killed, or thrown overboard, Nor do I suppose
the cloths were purcha.sed or tmt the weavers met
E ¥ - with
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”--wﬂ:h any. othel fate, T get a dhotee Wh](‘h haq R

i been brought into Court, The ‘boat  seized in

'"_.'Mamckgun‘]e by the police, is mine: I let it to,_
~ Radhanath. = When, leaying two boats behmcl our
”pulw.xr followed the tobacco-boat ‘there were on'

 the pulwar, I, Radhanath, Bholanath Chung, Mix-
tunjoe Chung, Nubeendeo, Suroop Mistree, Gun-
garam Mistree, Mirthoo 'Chung,’"Bungsee Nundee,

and Kishenmohun Chung. ' This prisoner, Sumop_
Mlstree, gave me the dhoteo e '



CHAP. XXIV.

Tux following narrative will llustrate the prac-
tices of the Thugs, as to sacrifices, as well as other
~ customs. It is the deposition of a person mamed
Runnooa Moonshee; taken before Captain Wade,
Political Agent at Loodhiana, 25th August 1834.

“ Deponent is an inhabitant of Behareeapore, in
the district of Belha, and son of Seeta Ram Lodhie ;
aged forty-seven years; follows the profession of
Thuggee.
 “ Last year, i the month of Bhadon (August)
11833, three or four days before Mr. Wilson came

to secure the Thugs at Behareeapore, T quitted my

home, and resided with others in the fields in the
neighbourhood. Kehree Singh Aheer, Zemindar of
Puhla and Russoola, had told me this. He had
also told us, that we had all better assemble in one

place in his village, and he would not allow any

one to secure us; but we suspected that he would

cause our seizure, and we all intended to remove
to the Lahore country. One evening, I went to
my house, and brought iy family with me; and

proceeded

0 @ [

_AND PRACTICES OF THE Thugs. 421



409 ILLU:a'mwwNS m» THE msmmf

i I_.pmceeded to Blmsra,, to the house of Bukshc_,ed
Thug: but not finding him at home, 1 told his_
~ wife to tell him, when he returned, that I was about
‘to proceed in a divection to the west: and should
he be willing to come, he would {ind me at Koree

| Chetr (Thunesur). 1 then went on to Belha, and
purchased some parched grain from the bazaar; and

returned to the field, where 1 -passef} that night with
my family. . The next morning I went to Bordoo s
where Buksheea and Newla, with their families,
together with Jeyneea my fatherin-law, who had
escaped from the Saugor jail, joined we.  From
this place we all proceeded towards Koroo Chetr
(Thunesur); and in one month we arrived in ' its
vicinity.  From this place, Jeyneea and Newla
veturned back to their homes, for the purpose of
learning some news of his own brother Kinnereha,
still in confinement in the Furruckabad jail. - 1 and
Buksheea, with our families, went on to Gungpore,
a village in' Shahabad, belonging to Sirdar Khan
Singh; where we found Ram Singh (formerly a
resident of Kunouje in Cawnpore, and by profession
a Thug), residing in that village. ' After relating all -
our past misfortunes to him, we asked him for
some place of residence.  In reply, he told us, that
there had been a great alarm of thieves in that
village ; and we had better go to Ruttungurh, near
Shahabad, where we should get a better place for
our safe residence. We accordingly went on to

iy j Ruttungurh : '



ANI} PRACTICES OF THE 'I‘HUGS. "o

. Ruttungu:h and on | our arrival, went to bmoop |

. Singh, Thanadal and Baleh, a gardener, and told
them  that we were cultivators, and, ow mg to the
| SCcﬂ‘thy of grain and famine in our country, we had
left our homes ; _and_. _a.sked_ them for a l;lat,e to re-
‘gide in,and stated that we would cultivate lands,
and pay them the renf for them. To this they
consented ; and. gave us a house to veside in, where
we all put up, and repaired the house. A few
da}-"s-'after',- I sent_BUksh_eeu back, to conduct Jey-
neea and Newla from their homes, (as they were
'_told to come to Koroo Chetr,) lest they might be
disappointed. ~ When Buksheea arrived on the
‘bank of a kutcha tank, on the west side of Koroo
Chetr (Thunesur), he found Newla, Dhunoya, and
Jeyneca. Kusseea, Gonooa, and Omedwa, with
their families, coming up from their homes to join
us, he conducted them to Ruttungurh and l’t,%lded _
with us there.: . | -

“ In Kooar (end of Scl)t) 1833, when the rain
“had fallen favourably, we cultivated some fields, and
planted sugar-cane in them; and in Kartick we
‘had done with all the field-work. |

- In Aughun Dojee (Nov.) 1833, we sucr cj‘:ed a
goat io Davy ; and on the following morning,
Buksheea, Newla, Seetula, Omedwa, Dhunooa (now
arrested), Dhunooa (at large,) Gonooa, Kusseea,
“and nine Hinunchula, set out on an expedition on
Thuggee, to the west. Five or six days after, i

i ' followed
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A foHowed and joined them in the serai of Rajpoora, '
the p]ace appointed.  Onmy arrival, they gave me
sha,re of the booty which they had obtained from
some people whom they had murdered ere 1
reached them at Bunjaraka-serai. The booty they
© got from their victims were 22 kuldar rupees, and
_ some clothes. I received my share from Buksheea, =
i . * From this place we set out in a direction to. i
Loodiana ; and again veturned to Sanoowal, where |
we lodged in the bazaar in a Buneea’s shop,  About
two ghuries before sun-sut, a traveller came up, of
TN Rajpoot caste, on his way from Peshore to Allaha~
v bad. Owing to a heavy fall of rain, we all put ap -
b in one shop, and cooked and ate our dinner in it.
About six ghuries before daylight, we set out with
the traveller ; and when he had got on about a
- cose east from the village, we strangled Lim. ;

. “ Dhunooa (at large) was the Bhurtote on this
affair ;. 2d Dhunooa arrested.  Seetula and Omr-ch&a
~acted as Guthaee and Lughaees. His body was

sccurely buried in a dry tank, about four fields -
south from the place where we murdered him.

We got from him fifteen rupees kuldar, some

Hindee chits (letters), one matchlock, one tattoo

which the deponent received in his share, one
_puftoo, one white loee, one red waoollen chudder,
and some other clothes ; one thalee, and one lotah
which were all divided between us. _
" After this affair, we proceeded to Umballah ;
and
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 and thenae we tonk a du'ectmn to I-Iurdwar 0 ¢

seven or eight d_ays we travelled only twenty cose,
to the Hurdwar side; and afterwards we changed

 the route, and retuwmed to a village (name not re-
membered), about five cose east from Koroo Chetr

(Thunesur), From this village we went on to

Kurnaul, and crossed the Jumna. While we were
 sitting on the other side of the river, Buksheea and

- Gunooa, who had been left behind, came up with
two merchant trayvellers, on their way from Peshore

to Nowdah in Qude: they had won their confi-
dence, and thoy agreed to travel with us. We
proceeded on to a village about two cose from the
bank of the Jumna, and encamped outside of the
yillage, near a well, with the travellers. About

~four ghuries before day-light, we set out with them ;

and about a cose distant from the village, on the

" bank of a river, we seized them as they went along,

"and ' strangled them. Newla, and Dhunooa (at

laxge), were the Bhurtotes at this murder. Their

bodies were thrown into the river. We got from

them a hundred rupees in cash, one . tattoo of dun
colour, one thalee, ote lotah, and one tulwar, which

wo divided between 'us. The tattoo was sold to

Ghureeba, porter of Sahabad, for eleven rupees ;
but deponent does not recolleot who took the

- thalee and lotah. Buksh‘e-ea. got thc tulwar in his i

sharc. :
Atter this affan we committed no other mur de:
and
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and 1etumed to our new dbﬂdﬁ at Ruttungurh
Three days after our return ‘Dhuncoa (arrested),
and Omedwa, went to their homes in the Dooab ;
and Jeyneea soon followed them.  In Magh (Jan.)
1834, about eight days had passed when Omedwa;
~with his family, came back to Ruttungurh ; and _
ahout the middle of the month, Dhunooa (arr estt,d) '
and Issureea (ditto), came back from their hnmes el
and soon after, Jeyneea. |
 The tattoo we got at Sunuowall was st}id tvo
Sheikh Mahommed Ameen of Sahabad, for, eIevea
- rapees Kythalee.  The Sheikh is in the bervwe of
Sirdar Runjeet Singh, of Shahabad, in the wll.;tge‘
of Komtee. |

*“ The puttoo and loee were sold to l)on yur Ma.lee
of Ruttungurh garden, for five rupees. Who got
the lotah and the thalee I do not recollect. The
matehlock is still with Dhunooa (arrested).

T Matrh (Jan,) 1834, when four days cmly
remamed of the month, we again sacrificed a goat to
Davy ; and on the 2d of Phagoon (Feb.) 1834, Khu~
sheea, Dhunooa (at large), and Issureea (arrested),
set out on another expedition to the west. Three
days after, 1, Iryneea my fathersin-law, Himuns
chula son of deponent, Setulla, Omedwa, Mehn—-
gooa, Dhunooa (arrested), and Newla, proceeded to
Umballah from Ruttungurh, and joined them there.
From Umballah we all set out, leaving Issurcea
behind: and when we had got outside of the

- west
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'we,&,t gate, Issureea jomed us with a traveller, who

was on nhis way from Lucknow to Lahore: we
went on toa willage one cose west (name not
koown); and thence to Mogul ka-scrai, where we
_encamped with the traveller, = Six ghuries before

 day-light we sot out from this place; and about

one-and-a-half cose distant from it, we strangled

hina. ' Dhuneoa. (at larga) was the Bhurtote on
' this oceasion.

(04 Issureea, Dhunooa, Omedwa. Khnusheea, and
Seetula, acted as Guthaees and Lughaees; and
Omedwa was a Belhace also. We got from him

. one gold ear-ring worth sixteen rupees, one pair of -
' silver bangles, fourteen rupees, one lotah, one

thalec, one white blanket, and some other cloths,
" which were all divided between us: his body was
securely buried, a.bout four ﬁelds dlstant from the
roads

“ After this we pr meeded to Sirhind and thence
to Khaona, where we encamped near & well, While
we were cooking our dinner, in the evening, a Raj-
poot traveller came up, on his way from Lahore to
. Biswara in Ovde ; and we saw him near the well.
Dhunooa (at large) acted as Sothaee, and won ' his
confidence ; and accompanied him to the village,
and caused him to put up in one of the temples
(Shewalla), near the east gate, and returned to us.
We all, after taking our dinner, removed to the
same place where the traveller had been lodged.
¢ OixX
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Bix ghuries before day-light we set out with the
traveller ; and leaving the highroad, we proceeded,_
by a byepath, to the south; and when we had
gone on about a cose from the village, we seized
him as he went along, and strangled him. Dhu-
. nooa was the Bhurtote at this murder. A
0 “Issureea, Khusheea, Seetula, Omedwa, and Dhu-
nooa (arrested), acted as Guthaees and Lughaeces ;
and his body was securely buried in a field, about .
four fields distant from the place, We got from
him thirteen rupees (Raja Sahee), one lotah, one |
thcilbb, one towah, and some other cloths, which
we divided between m but I do not recollect who ;
got these articles.

“ After this affair we pmceeded to Umntser,'
which place we reached in eight days: we passed
two nights in that town, and then set out on our
return; and [n two days we reached a village
whose name is not remembered, about twelve or
fourteen cose from Umritser east; and en-c_amped
near the outer gate, at the Chubootra. While we
were cooking our dinner, a Mussulman  traveller
came up, on his way from Mooltan to Biswara in
Lucknow. Seetula acted as Sothaee and ‘won his
confidence, He put up with us; and about one
watch before day-light we set out with him; and
about a cose from the place where we had en
c_tamped, we strangled him. Dhunooa (at large)
was the Bhurtote: Omédwa acted as Belhae.

Issureea
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.Issmeea, and Dhunooa (a.rrested) ‘Seetula, and
Khusheea, also (}lnedWa., acted as Guthaees and'

i Lughages. His body was burxed about six fields

_souf-n from the road, securely, in a hollow. "We
got from him fifty rupees (Raja Sahee), one copper

vikabee, and some other cloths, “hmh we divided
Dbetween us. )

€ After this we proceeded to a village About
"twu cose distant from the place where we had
committed the above murder: and while we were
 sitting and smoking, two travellers came up, on

' their way from Lahore to Seetapore ; and sat down
_ near us, to smoke their hookas. In consequence

of a heavy storm, we rested there about a watch ;
" and then proceeded to a village about three cose
digtant (name not known), where we lodged m a
chowpar (a public place at a village), with travellers.

One watch before day-light we set.out from this -

village with the travellers, left the high road, and

proceeded by a bye-path; and when we had got ;

on about a cose, we strangled them. ;
‘_f.Dhunooa and Newla were the Bhurtotes ;

Issurcea, Dhunooa (arrested), Omedwa, Khusheca,

and Seetula, acted as Lughaces and Guthaees.
Omedwa acted as Belhae also.  We buried their
bodies about, four fields from the place where we
had murdered them, securely.  'We got from them
twenty-one 1upees in cash : of which ten Lucknow
currency, nine kulda,r and two copper rupees, one

- brass
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iy brass lotah, one thalee, one white blanket one old
- rajace (quilt), one towah, one silk doputta, and two
- eords for drawing water from the well. After this,
~ in the month of Jeth (May)lssci we 1etu‘*ned to.
our new abodes at Ruttungurh. b
. * The articles we obtained in the above aﬁ'aws_
were thus distributed :~~ a3
 One tusla to Omedwa, for Tithaee {Umedw;x,s
wile), mortgaged to a Bunyah in the Lhodisna
bazaar for ten annas, while we were in custndy
‘under Maharaja Runjeet Singh's sepoys ; one lofah
to ditto; Omedwa's wife got one ditto large ; and
a thalee to Dhunooa. These articles Chutter Ze-
mindar of Kureea seized fmm Dhunooa when he
was arrested. ! ! i
“ One blanket to Dhunooa he snld tht«s to Rut-
tun Chowdree, near Ruttungurh.
* One silk doputta to Seetula: this was sold to |
Boodh Singh, Jaut of Ruttungurh
“ One woollen red chudder: this (a qheet) was
given to the manager of Ruttungmh in lien of the
land-rent, for eight rupees, = '
“ In the begmning of Bysakh of the pregmt
year (April) 1834, Iryneea went to the Dooab, and
promised to return back on the 2d Jeth: afier
waiting sore days beyond the time, we conjectured
that he had been seized ; and, becoming alarmed, we
quitted Ruttungurh. ‘We remained for six days in the
neighbourhood of Karoo Chetr (Thunesur) seven
or .
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' or eight days at Kuthree, in Gholah Smgh‘s terri-
‘tory. A guard, with apprm ers, came to Shahabad :

. and about one-and: a,-has]f watch after sun-rise, one

~ moring, we heard two men, residents of Ruttun-

) .gurh, talking Wlth the people of Kuthree, and
stating that some Thugs had come to Shahabad

~ for the purpose of securing the Poorbeea Koormies
(this was what we were called in the village) who
had lately resided at Ruttungurh.  When we heard
this, we left Kuthree ; aud procecded, by Kythul, to
Dhurum Kote: thence to Kureeal, whete we again
settled, and cultivated some lands. We conjectured
that the approvers would come as far as Lhodiana,

and not beyond ; and we mtended to move further ;
‘on, in the direction of Lahore and Umritser.”

. The deponent stated some further particulars,
implicating more clearly in the practice of Thug-
goe Ram Singh, m sentioned in the aboye narrative.

¢ In the month of Magh (Jan.) 1834, when ten
days of’ the month had passed, 1, Issureea, and
Dhunoca (arrested), went out to the jungle for
wood, A Hindoo traveller came up, on his way
from Lahore to the east. We three, together with
Ram Smgh, and Kulloa his son, followed the tra-
veller, and strangled him near a village in the
jungle, about five cose east from Kooroo Chetr
(Thunesur). Ram Singh Aheer, was the Bhurtote

at thlq murder Ku]lno Issureea, and Dhunooa
‘ acted
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towah and lotah are now with Rara Singh. L‘xcept
this, Ram Smgh was in no other affair with us, but
I well kinow him to be a Thug : he used to follow

' Kurhoree  Ramkishen Mutholee of Behameaml e
A 'Ihuggee when  Mr, Parry, the, Magistrate of
* Btawah, gave orders to seize the Thugs, he ran off
”from his home; and for several years he resided,

in the nelghbourhood of Gwalior, and afterwards at
: Ruttun«urh. Since he left home, this was the il"‘st
time that we had met him,  Chunduna is nc;t a.
Thug: we bhad brought him for the purpose. of

pumhamnw sore bullocks for our homes.”

i ’
A

";f-'és-acted as Lurrhaees a,nd Guthaee . His body w' &
il _,bunad in the Dlmk Jungle (cormnoraly ca,lled ulh,ss), B
iy fabtmt four fields north from the road, secure]y
e The, pla.ce is about a cose east from the v111age, Ak
& _'" Whoqe name not rememhered ‘We got from hlm, |
 seventeen rupees, and one iron welght of two. soem, _:f-;
‘one ditto of one seer, one lotah, and some old
clothes, which were divided between  us, The

o
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- In April 1836, a gang of Thugs were appre-

hended at Masuirpatam and depositions taken be-

fore the Magistrate. = The gang had been carrying
on their trade for several years, with the knowledge

 of the Zemindars, but undisturbed by them. This _
tolerance of professional thieves and murderers is

a remarkable feature in the phanomena of Indian
'gociety. The facts are thus bronght to the notice
of the Government of India, by Capt. Reynolds;
whose activity in the suppression of I‘huggee has
been most Jaudable and effective.

¢ I have the honcur to submit, for the informa~
tion of the Right Honourable the Governor-General -

of India in Council, the copy of a Letter to my

address, from the Magistrate of Guntoor, in the
Presidency of Madras ; together with copies of the
enclosures to which it gave cover, detailing his
success in tracing and apprehending a gang of
Thugs residing in the Masulipatam district, on the

hlgh road from Hydrabad to Masulipatam ; intelli-

N ' gence
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_ gehce of whose abode had been obtained from the |

- confessions of approvers before me at Hingolee,
% From the depositions taken before the Magis-
trate at Guntoor, it appears that this gang of Thugs
‘has been established i the Masuhpa‘t:am district
for several years, apparently with the cognisance
of the Zemindars of the villages where theyleslded
‘who, though aware of their bad characters, and
the arrest of some members of the confederacy at
Guntoor under most suspicious civcumstances, have,
~ considered it prudent to conceal the fact from the
Magistrate of Masulipatam. |

* In the month of September la;st 1 apphed, at.
Captam Sleeman's suggestion, to the then Magm»
 frate of Masulipatam, to ascertain if any Thugs
had been arrested at Ellore, as we had reason to
suppose they had been : and in his reply, he inforns
me that not a single individual of the descrlptnon
alluded {o in my letter had been taken m his
district for years.

“ I mention this eircumstance wmh reference to
Captain Sleeman’s despatch to you of the 21st of
September last, enclosing copy of one to the address
of the Chief Secretary to the Madras (xovemmﬁnt
wherein he points out the good effect attendant upon
~ the transmission to me of a gang of T hogs arrested
by the Joint Magistrate of Hoobly, in the Southern
Mahratta country. I conceive that more go_od
will result from the gang now seized at Guntoor

being
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bemg made over to ux:e Ui t‘he officers employed
in this department, than from any meastres that
the local authorities at the place of arvest oan adopt
o for mducmg them to comfess. If they ave de-
tained at Guntoor, but a partial disclosure of their
. crimes can be @xpecmd from them : while, on the
. contrary, there is every reason {0 helieve, that,
. when the pnsonars are counfronted with the ap-
provirs at Hydrabad, many of them will be induced
to ¢ome forward willingly, to asmat us w1th the in-
* formation in their possession. i
. #] have aeccordingly thought it mecessary o
g apply to the Madras Government to issue instruc-
 tions to the Magistrate of Guntoor for the despatch
 of the prisoners to Hydrabed : and I beg leave to
attach the copy of a Letter 1 haye addressed to the
Chief Secretary to that Government on this sub-
' Ject a measure which T trust will meet with the
sanction of his Lordsbxp in' Council.” |

The followmg is the Letter refered to, ¢ d.ddI'E‘bSE’d o

to Captain Reynolds by Mr. Matheson, Head As-
sistant Magistrate at Guntoor i—— |

| % Ag, in the oxders of this Government whioh
accompanied the copies of the Papers received from
you regarding the existence of Thugs.in the district
of Masulipatam, the Magistrates of this Presidency
are divected to communicate with you on subjects
WhICh relate ‘to your ‘department, I have now the

F ¥ 2 { honour

83
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_honour to inform you that, by following up the -
traces afforded by the depositions taken by you, T
have at last succeeded in tracing and upprehendm& |
a gang of Thugs, who were residing in the Masuli-
'patam district, on the high road from Masuhpfttam |
to Hydrabad. The Jemadar, with fourteen fol-
lowers, was residing at Tooreeapallem, & hamlet of
Mooneegalla, five others at Kistnapooram, a ham-
let of Aukpaumoolah in that neighbourhood; and
four others, including thie two sous of Sheikh Ah-
med Jemadar, were living in the town of Ellore.
I have since apprehended another of the gang,
while crossing the River Kistnah into this district :
50 that the total number now seized, amounts to
twenty-five, who, with one or two exc,eptlons, are
professed Thugs. s

“ The depositions given before me, and of whicli
I now forward translations, seem clearly to prove
that .these people form part of the gangs under the
Jemadars Emaum Sahib, alias Chabriah Emaum,
and Sheikh Ahmed, mentioned in the deposition of
Myail ‘Khan, alias Ling(ibteea,'giveu before }f_ou in
‘October last.  Emaum Sahib is now alppréhended";
and Sheikh Ahmed or Hommed, it appears, died
very lately, but his two sons are now seized,

“ The Jemadar HOOIIOOI‘}?dh, ‘the brother of
Emaum Sahib, appears to have left this part of the
country about the time of the famine, and to have
gone southward; where he has f)l‘obah]y been joined

' by



| by many of Shelkh Ahmeds followers, as their

numbers in these parts are said to have decre.«med
Lonmderably within the la.st few years; and 1 be-
.IleVP I have succeeded in apprehendmg near ly all
. those now residing in this. ne1ghbourhood he

depomtmns do not contmn much information beyond- ;
. the proving the prisoners to he Phansxgars ; but T

A;ND PBACTICES op THF THUGS. | A37

~ send them in the hopes that you may, perhaps, L A ‘

mabled to identify the murders mentioned therein,
with some of those confessed before you. ' 1 also
send & descnptwe roll of the prisoners, ‘which
may prohdb]y enable some of your approvers to re-
cognise them.

I have little doubt but that the%e people can
gwc important information regarding the Thugs
now residing in other parts of the terr itories under
' this Presidency ; and, as the only means of obtain-
_ ing this, I bave written to Government to be allowed
to admit some of their number as approvers. In
the mean while, I should be obliged by your letting

me know whether you are possessed of any infor-

mation by which you could bring their guilt home

~ to them, independent of their coufessions. 1 should
‘also feel thankful if you could give me any intelli-

gence as to the measures pursued by you, in order

to convict this class of eriminals; and also for any
directions as to managing them which your expe-
~ rience may enable you to suggest.”

Sundry
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Sundry depositions were enclosed.  The first
was made by a man named Avvaroo Gopalroydoo,
son of Afpp_iah,' of the Brahmany caste, Vystnava
religion, by profession Curnum, aged twenty-

~eight years, an inhabitant of Alloor, attached to
 the Joodjoor purgunah, in the zillah of Masulipa-
tam, and stated to have been sworn on Tuesday the
Ath, decreasing moon of Chaitrum, year Door-
mookhee, corresponding with the 5th Apnl 1836.
tis subjomed e |

i 188 R LUbTRATlDNS OF THE mam

Q “ What do you know regardmg the Moonnen
* seized and brought by Sheikh Baday, the Cutwal
of Guntoor, from the villages of Moongal, &e., ap-
pertaining to the zillah of Masulipatam; and what
are you given fo understand concemmg their cir-
cumstances ? : [
4. T About eight years ago, the Moormen named
Pedda Emaum Sahib, Pedda Fakeer Sahib, Sheikh
‘Mahommed, Chinna Fakeerah, @Chinna Emaum
Sahib, Mooshkeel, Madaur Sahib, his three sons,
named Goolam Sahib, Khausiva and Emaum, and
another Madaur Sahib, and Mohadeen Sahib, toge-
ther with their families, canie to reside in the vil-
~ lage of Chetta Aunavarum, from Guddamadoogoo,
oppertaining to the purgunah of Maylaveram, in
the zemindary of Soorananywar. I cannot posi-
tively tell whence they first came to Guddamadon-
290 ; but there is a report that they belonged to
. the
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the western country, and that they had ccme from
thence, that is from Cuddcmah &c. T am the
‘Merassee Curnum ‘of Chetta Aunayarum, where
. they had come to resnde, and Alloor. For ‘about
‘sight or ten years past, I have been carrying on
 the duties of Curnum of those two villages.  After
they came to Chetta Aunavarum, they used to keep
one o1 two ploughs each, and cuitivate the Jeroyety
lands.  They have mever tﬂled themselves, but.
have been accustomed to carry on ‘the cultivation
through the means of coolies and servants of their
ehste: the names of Pedda Emaum Sahib, Fakeer '
' Sahib, and Sheikh Mahommed, have been entered
in the Sircar’s accounts. = Ever since they srived
at my village, the men used to say that they had
caused ‘cloths to be woven at Mungalaghurry, Chee-
rala, Parala, and other places; and just before the
 commencoement of hot weather, after the monsoon,
. that i is, from the months of Maukhum and Phaul-
goonum, they#used to prepare themselves for a
journey ; saying, that they would export and sell the
oloths in other countries, viz. Chittoor, and other
southern districts, as well as in those of Rajamun-
dry, &e.; and set out with one or two horses and
brdlocks.  One or two of the men used to take
. their females with them. Afterwards, by report,
" it was understood that they had not gone for trade,
Tt was also reported, that while they would pretend
1o go to one cmni:ry, they would ‘go to another;
: that




_ ‘that is, when they il that, they would go to the:
i 'bouthem ‘conntry, they went northward; ‘and when
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they said they would go to a northern ‘eountyy,

i they probably went  westward, '[‘hese people
: '-'used to return after four, threﬁ, or six monthﬁ,,';}"'
. and arrive in the village at some hour or othér{f,-::
~ of the night. = On theiy veturn, they were usually
* accompanied by more horses and bullocks, with

. loads, than at their daparture containing  tup-

palas, chlmboos or brass vessels, arms, gold thread,
cloths, &c. ; which being generally in use amorig
them, were secn by me. The cloths appe@u ed to
have come from distant countries, and ‘were most
valuable. = When _ab_ked whence they brought them,

they would mention the names of foreign cities,

and say that they had purchased them there. I

" was given to understand that all the articles brought

by them were divided between themselves, after
they had returned. Whenever quarvels arose be-
tween them, in dividing the property, the persons of

the neighbouring villages used to hear and inform

me of it. « Every day they used to spend three
or four rupees, and drink much toddy and liquor.

They eat flesh every day: they are also much
- addicted to chewing betel and betelnuts:  They
‘had every kind of dress peculiar to different coun-
tries.  Seeing their expenditure, I thought that

they must ‘have brought a good deal of money.
I' rom the above circumstances, it would not dpgonr
- |  that -
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! j*tha.t they had acqmn,d their wealth elther by traﬁio

ot any other legal means whatever. = It is reported
. that these people are Phansigars, and ' that, under
W pretence of gomfr {o different countries for the

_purpose of carrying on trade, they used to go and
kil the travellers on the | roads, and seize the pro-

.-"--perty which was found with them.  Their people
have never connected themselves with the Moor-
_men who have inhabited this country for a long ¢ time:

. they marry among themselves. It was usual for
five or ten persons to come at once 1o their houses

from the western djstmctq, and to refurn again after
having remained there five or ten days. Their
arvival was concealed, and it was not known whence

--they came.  When they were asked who these
‘people were, they used to say they are our rela-

| tions :— One is my elder sister’s son.  One is my

younger sister’s son, &c. They have come from

_ Chittoor and thereabouts. Our ancestors used to

reside at Chittdor and thereabouts.  They usually '
spoke in Moor language. They can all generally

~ converse in Tamul and Canarese, 'Ihey can speak.

better Tanmul than Teloogoo. _
“ They lived in Chetta Aunavarum, which is my

Merassee village, for three or four years, in this

manner. I understand that dunng their stay there,

 ‘about five years since, some of them assembled toge-

ther, and joined with those that resided at Gudda-

madoogoo ;  and that they all, ten or fomteen in

number
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number (whose names are not knoml), set off in
 the month of Maukhum (January), and entered the
Guntoor zillah, having crossed the River Kistnahat
Bezoam,mthat at that time the females of the
Bepoys of the battalions garrisoned in the northemn
districts as well as in some under the Bengal Pre-
sidency, corrying with them such suwms as they had
 aeeeived from their husbands, had, on their way to
the places of their residence in the southem distriots,

met the said gang, and arrived at Guntoor; and
‘they (the Phansigars) put up in one Moor choultry,
and. the females in another ;-—that some of the
Fakeers, inhabitants of the town of Guntoor, hayving
seen the Moormen (Phansigars), had entertained
‘suspicion against them, and informed the then
Cutwal, Sheikh Luttiof, of the same; who said
that it was midnight; that he would inquire in
the morning, and that they (the Fakeers) should
take care of them;——that in the morning, upon
inquiry, no traces either of the ‘women or the
Moormen  remained ; and that, notwithstanding
‘all the search that was made, they had not been
 traced. At that time, the Phansigars, Emaum
Sahib (who is called among themselves Jemadar),
and Sheikh Hommed (who is more than fifty
years old, and who is also called among them
Jemadar, and said to be the son of Dauvuljee Je-
madar), and one Emaum Sahib (he is among the
persons now seized by the Cutwal), son of Sheikh
' - Hommed



b Hammed Jemadar-- these. three persons harl ASSEM-

,_.__;hled the others (names unknown), and bad gone
fox sowe BXPEd‘thI’l The ahove—menmoned Ema,um

. Sahib Jemadar is among the persons now selzed

by the Cutwal w1 heard that Jemadar ‘Sheikh '

._ Hommed had, about five or six months ago, gone

. to Hydrabad, in the western country, and died there.

] understand that one or two months after the
above-mentioned women and these persons had
‘ thus disappeared from Guntoor the Jemadar Sheikh

Horumed, his son Emaum, who has been seized,

a servant of Sheikh Hommed (whose name is not
| known), and another Emaum, had come to Gun-
" toor ;—that while they put up in a choultry, the

Fakeers, who had seen them before, again yecogni-

' sed them, and informed the Cutwal, Sheikh Luttie,

_of the same ;—that during the examination, after
| they were seized, Sheikh Hommed, his son Emanm,
and his sermnt remained; but the other, called
i Emaum, had gone out with Chimboo, and thus

‘van  away ;— that the said three persons  had

been put in the Guntoor' Cutwal's choultry ;—and

that the following articles were found in the bag
‘of the one who ran away; wiz. a cocoanut-shell

used to put in tirchoornum (the yellow-mark stuff),

_one coomkooma bharena or box (holding woman's
mark stuff), one silk sikhabandoo or ribband, used
by Soodras in tymg their hair, a piece of steel wire

lof a span length and one lead flat. The said pet-

SONs
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. 'sons hawng then stated that t]my were the mhabg—-
' tants of my village, and that they bad cultivation
theye, tha then head of police, Nukka,la,pullv Souba'- -
barow, aummoned.me, to ascertain the same. On
being asked regarding them, I declared that the
circumstance of their haying had cultivation in my
village was true; that their cattle, &c., were in
 that village itself; and that their houses having
been consumed by fire, they had resided at Jood-
joor, one  cose distant 'therefi“c)lxl.?-—ln about, ten '
 days they were released from the Cutwal’s choultry.
I first went and arrived in my villa;g‘e while I was
at Guntoor they were set at liberty; but they did
not come to my village, either along with me or
afterwards. I was given to understand that they
had gove, and arrived at Guddamadoogoo..
 Some time afterwards, Sheikh Hommed came
- to: Chetta Aunavarum, and inguired after his cultwa—
tion. I said to him, as well as to the others, as
 follows :—* Here and  there they ! posxtlvely state
_that you are Phansigars.  You must not: remain in
‘my village’: and I positively told them that they
must entirely go away; and they accordingly left
the village, and went away to different places ; but
1 did not know whither they had gone. At this
time the famine happened. « I understood, the year
after the famine had ceased, that some of them
- had settled in Naraingoodem or Tooreeapollem; a
: hamlet of Muoneeé,dlla,, some in Croostnayapallem,
a hamlet{
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i & hamlet of Aukpmmoola, and gone in Ellore

| sind Scetumm'mpetta i umlerstand tha,t about six
. years ago, while they were all residing in my village,
 the parties of the Jemadars Emaum . Sahib and
Sheikh Hommed had at one time left my wlla.ge a.nd' _.
met two Chetties, merchants of Madras, and Cav~
- very man, at a place called Yeedoolakoontah, near =
' Ellore ; that the Phansigars had killed them, and |
robbed them of their property ;'-_——-'tha‘t at the time of

 their killing them, one of the gang, named Ally

Sahib, had found a bag of usherafees or gold mo-

Q.

hirs tied round the waist of one' of the three;, .

valued at about 600 rupees, and bad secized it

‘without being perceived by the other Phansigars;

 and that they had quarrciled afterwards among -

themselyes, in consequence of his having taken it
without giving a share to the others. Ally Sahib
it mot seized now; but the persons who had quar-
relled with him regarding  the said mohurs are

‘now seized by the Cutwal. These Phansigars gave i

two most valuable rings, called Buttany Woonga~
rums, set with dlamondq which were stolen irom ;

the said merchants, to Poottoombanka Venkiah, of
the Cumma caste, an inhabitant of Dauchavarum,
‘on some account or other. ' The said Venkiah gave
‘the said two rings to two Banians, named Somah

Venkatasem, and Pamedemurry Juggiah, inhabitants

_of Joodjoor, as he had no ready money to pay, in
" hqmdatmn of the 600 rupeeq he had borrowed from
: : them,
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e took back his bonds.  As the pmw-j
ing of gw‘mg the rings to the saad Banians, and of

receiving the bonds from them, p‘tssed in my pres

sence, T am awave of it. 1 saw those Tings ;. even

now I can identify them. ' Those rings are now in
the house of Somah Venkatasem i==four or five
pairs of benaurs kundwas, or upper cloths of red
colour, valued at rupees 100 or 150, having” been’
found with these merchants who were killod,

Venkatrama Gopaula J agunnadharnw, 7emmd¢r of
Calavakolloo, on' that district, was informed of it ;
and, knowing that these people in my ?illég-é- were
Phansigats; sent, on his behalf, one Mauderauze
Lutchemenuroo, inhabitant of Joodjoor; who came,
and, having threatened them, caused the said bes

naurs kundwas to be conveyed away. I did nof

distinctly see the kundwas but saw the htmdfle"' |

being taken away. uF ! |
1 About: one year after the case of the Bamsms;

| had taken place, that is, five years ago, a merchat_;t 1

came with horses to sell; and after selling some,
I understand, that one horse having remained with
him unsold, he had supposed that the Zemindar,
the said ‘Venkatrama Gopaula Jagunnadharow, at
Joodjoor, would perhaps buy the horse, as it was
the time of celebrating his marriage; and that as

‘the merchant was goimg' from Mylanerum, on his

way to Joodjoor, through the pass called Canaya
(xundy, he met the Phansigars, named Madatr
Sdhlb
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. Sahib and Hyder Kha.n of (zaddamadoogmo, where.
‘they asked ezmh other I:helr destination ,wthaz oRe L
of them, named Hyder Khan, had then said to the |
~ merchant that he would go to Hydrabad ; —that t]'m 7
~ 'merchant bad said he also would go, i the horse
was not purchased at, .Iaeé,wm s—=that one of the
Phansigars (I know not which) had followed the.
merchant to J acrrljoaf s=that the other, thinking |

that it wmﬂcl Occasion delay if he ‘should go to
agoo, where his party then resided, and

hﬁng, the ]?hansxgars belongmg to that gang, had |
taken the Phansigars who then resided at Chetta

ﬁmaavarum (now szed), and met the said merchant
and the Phansigars who accompanied him in the
tope or grove of the vﬂhge Keegara, from which
time no trace of the merchant remained;—and

| that the Phunsigars had then taken away the horse,
. and sold it at Hydrabad, or thereabouts. A smal)

horse belonging to the said merchant had been

- kept, by Madaur Sakib, who is now in custody;
but I was told by him, after he was seized, that.

~ the horse had died one year back. I was gwcn-

to. undetstsmu that these Phansigars had found

w:i_;h_ the merc_hant an umbrella, a mee, and some
rapees, being the proceeds of the sale of some of

his horses. The said knife and umbrella were
given to Guddamadoogoo Veyenna, the Curnum
of (:uddamadmogou, by the Phansigars; and the

. saxtl Veyenna gave: that knife and umbrella to his
: brother-

'.'mues ! 447 |



| 'l‘hey am.-:'f _
: I aaw them thh }nm e

 rum, I droye them t’rpm thencp qonsxdemng tha,t' |
i .thesr must not remain there. Thinking that it wouldi_' i
be of no nse if I informed the Zemndar, ag ke ds.
aware of  these. (circumstances ;  and | fearing. lest i
tronble would come upon me, in the event of then'_.-,-
not being vmted with punishment on, my having
nformed th(, Authomtles of these circumstances,
I had never informed bitherto.  As you have now

. taken active measures reg.:ndmg Lhem, I hzwe repref !
-_sented what has passed.” R !

Ou tho 8th of Aprll followmg, the thness 1den»"_ !
tified twenty-one of the gang. |

) An accomphce, narnedRa,hd,moo deposed thus -—-—,-'

I was about four years old at the time of my ;
-;father 8 death, | When I was six years old, my mother
-'-"dwd I do not know my mother's name. = As long
a8 mr,r father wag alive, I resided in a hut in the
Khausymeyah . bazaar  at Hydrabad: after my
father's death, I remained there ‘about ezght days ;
~ when I left the house, and earned my livelihood by
‘begging. I have neither maternal nor paternal re-
lations. Tl I was about ten years old I carned my
.hvehhood by, begging alms at Hydra,bad whence

1 set



thte eastern conntry.
'Whéh leavmg Hyﬁra.had 1 et Wlth three Scmdra'
 people with a female child, conveying (brass) tum-

. balls, pots, boxes, &c., belongmg to two Mogu]s
1 Bundnr, on four horses for hire. Iused to take

‘eare of theit horses when they halted and do other
work ! the Soodra people gave me rice.. 1 came
as far as Cunchecachula village with them, when
the above Moguls desired me to attend on them;
but the Soodra people told me, that ¢ If you attend
| on them, there will be some trouble to you, and
‘you should not serve under them.” I was afraid,
and left their company at Cunchecachula: and
from thence I went to Chetta Aunavarum, two-
and-a-half cose distant from it; where I met Moha-
‘decn Sahib, alias Emaum Sahib, who is called a
J emada.r He told me, that I should remain under
hlm, to look after his affairs : that in the event of
‘my a,ttendmg on him for about ten years, they
would perform my marriage ceremony, and that
they would give me rice. I accordingly remained |
" in their house, conducting their cultivating affairs,
and taking my food there. After remaining about
‘one year, or about five or six years ago, the above
Mohadeen Sahib J emadar, and others, viz. Moosh-
keel (present), his elder brother Hmaum Sahib
(present), Khausim Sahib (about two months ago
he went, as he said, to see his relations somewhere
'towards Madras, but 1 do not know where they
s e reside

e *l? set out with a View! to liveuin




I but he rl]d not come on t}us expedmop)
hlS younger brother, Emaum ‘Sahib (present),
y Fa.keer Sahib (present), Sied Hossem, ahas Pedda
'Fakeer Sahlb (present), his  son, Sled Khus:m,'
aha.s Sledam (present), Madaur b'ﬂnb (present)
! 'Hossmn Sahib (prc&ent), his younger . brother,
. Goodee  Sahib, (present) Hossein Met,ya,h, ahas_'
| Khddﬂl‘ Hossein (present), and myself, went, thuteen
men in number including Jemadar, to nmthem-
country. Mohadeen Sahib Jemadar said that we .
‘must go to Chicacole ‘and purchale cloths | Hc
collected all the men, and m-ned me {00 : Seven. of
us, mcludmg Jewadar and myself; went m admnge M
the remaining six men came after, at & days journey
apart. - Mohadeen bahxb Jemadar rode a horse:
50 we went on, some in advance and some behma,
by way of Ellore and Sanevaurapetta, to a coonfah
or small tank situated on the other side or north' of
\Ellore, where there are & number of ddf‘e-trefas |
""3'3"rh<,n, was water init.  Two Moormen came and
 joined us, when we were eating our dinner. Thc}
‘were asked from whence they were comig : they
mmwered that they were coming from Hydla,bd,d
and ‘were going | to Chlcacole . They asked
‘whence we came ; we amwer{,d that we were ('omma‘
from Condapully, and were 20ing to purchase (,]ufhs
Our second party remained behind; and we, toge-"
ther w1ﬂ1 the above two Mommen, set out fmm
t]n.nc'e i
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river ‘travelling for about four days n company

. owith ‘the above Moormen. When we reached
the Godava.ry, it was almost sunset. Mohadeen

. Sihib Jemadar alighted from his horse near the
' bank of the Godamry, and as the second party,

being six in number, joined us in the morning

of the same day, he vmnt down into the bed of
the Godavary with ten men and the above two
Mussulmen, going slowly. 1t began to grow dark.
' Goodee Sahib and myself were staying behind,

| “When I told him that our party had advanced, and

that we must go on, he delayed, and answered, that
they would return here. Mohadeen Sahib Jemadar
- descended the bank of the Godavary with the re-
 maining ten men, together with the above two Mus-

sulmen; and went as far as the edge of the water,

‘when they all sat down. One Mooshkeel, and one
Khatisim (who is at large), tmsted their causy-

cocaloo or sashegirdles, threw them round the, tmnz
vellers' necks ; when the remaining people fell upcm _
them and  killed them': they said  they threw

their bodies into the Godavary. One traveller had
a dagger, and the other a sword with a Dlack
handle.  There was found a bundle, containing

rupess, two loongies, two puncha-cloths bordered |

with red thread, three jackets, two talagooddalun
‘or pieces of head-cloths and one turban, one

Lh‘ ead utl‘pet and one cumbiv, which they br ought_
' ' GG 2 : wzth _

"thence, and proceeded as far as the {rodaValy' |
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' 'thh them. ' One of the a,bove two travellers was
muidle-—aged neither tall nor shoxt, and: of brown |
colour: the other was yellow, short ‘and faty
-they appeared to he inhabitants of Hydrabad coun-
try.  After they were killed, our party took the..,"-

above things and parcel of money ; and weall came
to a tamarind-tope, situated near Cauvoor, on the

. bank of the Godavary, where we slept; and the next
day we remained there. I went for grass for the
hotse; and before T returned, the rupees were
divided: they told me that six rupees had come to
each share. I beinga slave of Mohadeen Sahib, he, :
the Jemadar, might have taken my share himself,
but he did not say so to me: out of the cloths, one
loongy was put on by the Jemadar: the remaining
cloths were kept in a bundle. The dagger, including
handle, was about one cubit long, and 1 saw it
with Fakeer. $a.hib + the sword with black handle,
céglled choory, was less than one cubit long; it was
left, with Mooshkeel. Goodee Sahib and myself
'were told fo go away to Chetta Aunavamm in front.:
|50 we went on. f b
“ After eight days, the other eleven men in-
cluding Jemadar, arrived at Chetta Aunavarum:
this took place after the feast of Shub-e-barat (in
November) was over; which we performed ; and
then quitted home three or four days afterwards ;
and returned piior to the Rumzan month, after
this affair had heen committed. ~ These men are in
: < the
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 the hablt of gmng, now. and then, on smnldr expe-
ditions, to Hydrabad and those parts. A short
. time ago, or ahouta month after the last Mohurrum

' feast, nine men  of the ghove-mentioned gang,
headed by Sied Hossein, who was appointed Je-

madar by Emaum Sahib, set out from home :
they said they would go to Hydrabad, but I know

not whither they went: they returned to the vil-
age after two months, passing by Faraukutgoo-
dem, which is sxtuate*d on the south of l‘aomkan.

coodun.

 After  the two Muesulmen ‘were kllled as
. above mentioned, near Rajatimundry, I returned,

and remained for a few days in the house of Moha-
' deen Sahib; but disliking the hard work under
them, when the 12th Battalion was proceeding {rom
Vizayanagur to Jhaluah, I went with it ; and was
émployed to drive the wood bandies there, at one

time  for Mahomied Sahlb Jemadm of ‘the 5th_

‘Clompany of Martin Battalion ; and afterwards, [

used to drive bandies of straw for Runga.pah, Subt1h~ |
dar-Major in the above 5th Company. The Mavtin

' Battalion haying come to Hydrabad from Jhalnah,
I accompanied Emaum Sahib, snutf-shopkeeper, in

the same battalion, and I femained for some days

at Hydrabad: up to that time, a year and a half
had expired, when I repdived to the eastern coun-
_ try. Mohadeen Sahib, who was sitting near the
' chowkee at anagal saw and called me, and
- | |  desired

Ama vmcfrmra o THE THucs. 483
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demred me l.o uerve under hlm. I agreed %rqz-—;{ i
_'ma-l.ned and came to Nammgoodeem or Toorea-

pﬂ.]lem, a hamlet under Mooneecmlla, along with,

| - him, When I asked why they had come from Chetta.

Aunavarum, he answered, that, prior to the famine,
-gang—robbers had come and set fire to theu heu.,es ,;:.._'_ |

consequently they left that part: and that some
had come to Tooreapallem, some to I&lqtnapoota,m
and that Sheikh Hommed Jemadar had gone to
. Ellore. 1 accompanied them in one instance only—
when the ‘two Mussulmans were killed, but never
again. I entered into their house for rice, which
was given. I ate, and carried on their mltlvatlou__ _
as they desired. ' i o
“1 do not know more tha,n tahl.‘a iy hese meu W ho-; o
are residing at 'looreapallom as well as those at

Kistuapooram and Ellore, are all called Phansigars:

their fathers and _grandfathers were quccesswely
Phansigars :  they fmmprl} resided in the Gool.
burgah wuntry, as 1 heard now and then, when they i
. yere speakma among themselves,  Of those now
' a.pprehanded and brought by the Cutwal, with the
exception of four, the remainder are all Phd.nblgara |
the four exwptcc* are, one arrack-seller from: the

northern districts : his name is Veeradoa .and he is |

- (,mployed as husbandman by Mohadecn Sahxb i
one Bahadur Khan Moorma,n came newly from
-Soonnump&ud last year, and set up a punjah, and.
ever  since ‘he is living under  their protection ;.

Chunder-




e beggar, and. is doing cultivating business, under

. Goodee ‘mh:b for his subsistence: Madaur Sahib
! came from Gungereddypmliem ‘he is  Bahadur

- Sahib’s brothel-m-la,w The above four men aremnot

and settled at Ellore : during the festival of last
 Mohurrum, he came to l‘omeapa.llem, and fell sick
and died: he was born of Reddy-caste parents, and,
when a child, was adopted by Dauvuljee Junadar,
and called Sheikh Hommed : until his death, be

AND PRA("I‘RFb OF THE Tl‘-t'UGQ' kT o )

i (,hunderla.pauty °ihelkh Hossem came last: year as

. Phansigars ; but the remainder are. I can tell their,
. names, if they appear before me.  Besides these
' men, there was one who fived at Chetta Aupavarum,
calléd Sheikh Hommed Jemadar: he left that place,

performed the duties® of Jemadar : he was above

fifty years of age when he died: his father, Dau-

vuljee, is said to reside somewhere about Seringapa-

tam, as 1 heard from the said Phansigars. The

. Sheikh Hommed had two sons; one, Ematin Sahib ;

. and Madaur Sahib: they are ndw"’”aﬁmng“ 'th'o"a'@'_ el
- apprehended and brought by the Cutwal, Of
. those residing formerly at Chetta Auna.vmum, aH
 are now apprehended, ‘except four : they are. fol--
lowers of Sheikh Hommed Jemadar, and therefore

. went with hire.  Of these, one Ally Sahib is said

' to have gone to Goolburgah, where he has rela-

| tions: the remaining three, Emaum Sahib, Dingra
Hossein Sahib, and Nussoo Khan, are not appre-

hended ; it is not known where they are.  Besides
N A ks : this,



] 4«3(‘ . k) ius"rmrm\s o THL ltm’ronv

thls, Hosmin ‘»ah;b ahas Hoomary&h bahlb Jema-v :
dar, the brother of Ema.um Sahib. Jemada.r who
_'has heen uow approhended formerly resided at

Gudda,madoogoo village, in the Mayla.vemm Purgu—
nah, near Condapully, with four or five families of

Phansigars: they went away, during famine, to

- Madras or those parts, and I do not know where
they are.  Ome of them, called Hossein Khan, came
to Tooreapallem before I returned there, after my
accompanying the battalion : this man, and two or
three families of those under Hoonooryah, resided
formerly at Bhroogabunda, in the Guntoor Zillah,
Hossein Khan had kept a woman called Mungrula.h_

Bhaugy, resident of the same village 3 and proceeded

from thence, with the said Bhaugy, to Ellore or
thereabouts.  Hossein Khan then got married S but
left his wife ; and took Mungulah Bhaugy, whom he
knew at Bh_robgabunda,. to Kistnapooram. After

we were brought Lere by the Cutwal, the said Hos. '

_sem Khan (how he was apprehended I do not
' 'know) has been hrou“nt to Guntoor. His father-
: __mnla.w, v__vho was _formerly_ at. Bhroogabunda, and
who went to__E_ﬁOre, by name Madanr Sahib, came
lately to Tooreapallem, and is now cipprehendéd
he is Phansigar under Mohadeen Sahib. Jemadar.
Hyder Khan, apprehended at. beotummapetta, was
also resident formerly at Bhroogabunda. The father-
in-law of Emaum Sahib (son of Kallie Bodhoo),.
who was apprehended at Toorcapallem, is said to

keep -
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Wi kabp a bhop for seng salt, chillios, &c., in the
i 'Chlttoor bazaar' but Ins fdtheram—laws name 15 |
; '_"-.*.unknown. i M L
L When T first arrwed ab Obiotta Aunavamm,'l
i uscd to hear Ally Sahib, Bada Sahib, Nussoo
 Khan, Emaum Sahib, Hossein Sahib, and one
. Dingra Hossein Sahib, and Sheikh Hommed Jema-
dar, quarrelling among themselves regarding the
circumstance of Ally Sahib having, in some expe~
Jdition, obtained a purse containing gold mohurs

~and embezzled it himself, of which they considered =

themselves entitled to have a share.
"1 The brass booddy chimboo, a tumball whlch
was seized in the house of Mohadeen Sahib Jema-

dar by the Cutwal and placed m the chonltry,
‘was mever seen by me formerly in Mohadeen

Sahib’s house ; but has been in use ever since they
returned from the last expedition; which took place
eight ronths ago, as above mentwned

““ | entered into service under these Phanmgrarsf*' |
for subsistence, but T am not one of them: if the
people of the said village ave asked, 1t will be un-~
“derstood that T am employed as a servant in their

Louse : as I entered in their house, I was appre-
‘hended, and brought here with them.”

| - This deponent identified tw:énty-four prisoners.

Another
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Another w1tneqs, named Bhaugy deposéd as
follﬂws - - W
e About e,lght years ‘ago, Hossein Khan, .
: Moorman, Hyder Sahib, Hossein Sahlb Ma,daurﬂ'_:
~ Sahib, his son  Hossein, Murah and Vully Sahib,

 alias Vully Khan, came to Bhroogabunda, with!

~ their women and children : the villagers were afraid
_ that they were uanmrobbers I was then ten years
. of age. They halted in a tope, and told Bunga-
riah, Ramiah, and others, the Curnums of the said
village, that they would settle in that village ; zmd
built four or five houses: they were altogsther‘" i
about ten in number. Hyder Sahib cultivated mth'__'"
two ploughs, but conducted it throurrh his servants ki
they remained there for four years.  On' iookmgi’!?}f'
into their conduct, it was at first thought that they
were yobbers and burglars ; but, by degrees, it was
strongly rumoured that' they were men who killed
people by’ btranglmg ' While they were living at
maogabund& they used to say that tl;ey had re-
' Ie.tmm and brothers at Chetta Aunavarum and at

(ruddamddoogoo, sﬂtuated on the ' othu‘ side of the

river; and they used to 20 th}ther dnd visit them :

and so two or three men would start together fmuf A
Bhroogabunda, and not return for ten or twentyl‘" !

" days, or sometimes a month. T hey used to. drmk‘:‘j "
arrack and toddy, and eat as much meat as they
required : under these circumstances, the village

« people said that they were Phansigars. Affer f{)(lr_ |
.. | i yea,rs i




years had ela.psed the fa,mme happened they then
~ suid that they could not carry on their livelihood

| there, and would go to Ellore, and get the said
. Hossein Khan married ; and they all left one night
--‘_'fmm Bhr{mgabunda, and went away. As it was.
fRNE: tlme of famine, I was in need of rice; and went
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. with ._Lhem, with a view to earn my livelihood by '

working as cooly under them, leaving my mother
and father. They arrived at Ellore, where one
Sheik Hommed Jemadar had alrc_ady come : these
‘men_ left Bhroogabunda, and arrived at Gunjy
Eafa_zia.r at Ellove. | neither touched their pots, nox

lived with them: I béat and ground their rice, and |

they fed me for four months, They thus remained
at Ellore ; and from thence they went to S00-

narpetta : it is usually called Sanynauraupetta..

~ After they arrived there about four months, Hossein

Kha.n_ was married to Madaur, Sahib’s daughter.
# i # e o # 4. ; *' i Ll

) They remained at ‘»anynaumupetta five or "_.s
months ; and from thence arrived at. hlstnapoora,m.;'__"-.
Of the party who left Bhroogabunda, Hyder Sahlb'-”

' and Hossein Sahib remained at .Sanynaumupetta

S thc rtmamder Hossein Khan, Madaur Sahib, and

'Vully Khan, being three in numbm took up their

. abode at Kistnapooram ; where Beesaubooboo, the

I '-daughter of the uncle of Hossein Khan, her son
! Khddu. Hossein, Mooshkeel his elcler brother,
Emaum Sha.h and Mnhadeen, an old man, had

already
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ik alwady come.  Their relations were all hvmg a;;

Toarakagamlem, a distance of three and half cose
from it. When they were asked in what country

. they formerly lived, they said in the Cuddapah- ey

. and Karnaul districts. i i

It is said that Mohadeen Sa.hlb, dhas Lmaum
Salnb, is Jemadar to those at Kistnapooram and
-Tbora.ka-gmdem. The Phansigars at Toorakagoo-
dent used to come daily to Kistnapooram; and
those in the latter went to the former place; con-

- sequently T have scen the Phansigars at Tooraka-
goodem, and know them: if I see them, I will
recognise them all.—These men, after the expira-
tion of the moonsoon, prepare for a journey, and

 go to procure money, and return not for two and
three months. - Previous to setting out, the whole

~ body, those at Kistnapooram, Ellore, and Toorea-
pallem, about twenty, would come to the house of
Mohadeen Sahib Jemadar, where they would re-

~ main five or slx days, and p(,rfmm certain ceremo-

_'I:nies to. their gods, who are called Narsimloo

| 'Ammdgarovo,” as also ““ Misummah.” When they are
performing the ceremony, they p.ut coomeoomah
or ved stuff, and sandal, on the wall; keepmg )
three bottles of arrack, cohcry chippaloo or cocoas
nuts and dates, and at the saine  time bringing
gauraloo and booraloo, or cakes dressed: when
worshipping before the wall, betel-leaves would be
affixed.  They kill a numbet of sheep, and thus

' | perform
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_' J:‘perﬂmn the ceremony 3/ and they will g0 a.wy at_ ,

 might. They nover carry their young woren along

. with them ; but one or two old women, who are ac-
mmtcmed to go with them. ¥When they start, if they -

" meet with bad omens, such as the breaking of o

' pot, the sight of a cat, or if they hear the mewing

 of a cat or the ery of the owl, they never go that |
road, but retwrn home for five or six days: after-
wards, looking out for good omens, they start. They
seldom kill women : they principally bring men’s
jewels, st ich as gu'dles and rings, which will be
used by them : chleﬂy bring ready money, and not

“so much property : they also bring _go.od and fine
cloths of distant countries, which will be used by
men and women: they wear cloth like those of
Sepoys. Their men and women speak Malabar and
Canara well : they always converse in Hindustanee
‘themselves ; but whenever they want to speak se-

. crets among themsclves, they usé the Canara jor
Malabar languages. = They used to say that thelr:' -
relations were living in the southward, at a dwtanﬁe;?
of two monthg’ journey, and that they had not met. |

_since these last ten years s they never permit the
. Mugsulmen of this country, or eny one, to have
' access to their houses; nor 'do-'th.ey o to the
. houses of Mussulmen of this district, or any one
_else: they never contract relationship at all with
the Mussulméh ‘of ' this country: ‘they say that
_t;hey are going out to trade in cloths, but it does
_ not
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not appear 501 they, the Pha,nmgars, Iikeiwise talk-;.
amung themSelves that they should not ‘allow the
people-——barber washer, and goldsmith ca.stes—-mf;o |
Join their company ; and if' they do, tha,t some cala.f_
mtty will befal A R st
T was connected with them about three years‘ |
‘ago: these ppople wrth the excephon of Hossem i
| 'S'imh went on an expedition with: ‘Mohadeen
‘§dh1b Jemadar; and returned in four months thh_

 the Jermadar, and arvived at midunight. They said

that they had been to the western country, on the
other side of Golcondah : they likewise said, thit'n
sum of | rupees, to the amom‘:t of thme tunes_
~ twenty, was allotted to each share. When Mo.
hadeen Sahib returned, he brought a certain numbet '
of women's cloths, called chandracala Lheemloo

valued at five mpoes cach, and gave them to s
wife ; and ‘the 'same’ dt.bcrlptmn of* chohes wern.
e brought, whieh be gave to lis wife and da.uéhtere |
~ the other pmple also brought similar cloths, and
'de’iﬁ*eredw the. people in their houses respectwelv

They used to ga out in gangs now and then, andre-
torn in three or: fmu months, bringing much monoy

gained by killing: p&ople and dmde it among theni-

selves, and spend at a great rate. “When' retum-".f‘-
ing from their journey, some of them wear (‘%epoys e

Jackets of red broad-cloth, They also brmg it

balls, pot, and we&pcns whxr'h they use in thelr.'.-'_
housw SR B g
' .. e T.*_e}'l). _
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i) 'f% or thre»e months previous to the. Mohur»—
) mﬁr :feast Iast year, tlwy went to the other side of
b Golcondah ‘and returned ‘about ten days aftev the
_Mohunum feast: at that time, Mohadeen Sahib
~ Jemadar was acwmpa.med by about twenty Phan-
 sigars.  Hossein Khan % . % also pro-
ceeded Wlth them ; and it was talked, that they
 had shared at the rate of twice twenty rupees fo i
| each man, = Hossein Khan broughf a chandmca,lﬂ.'-f-
' ,t:heeraloo, or woman’s cloth valued five rupees, for #
,-hls wife s and he alﬂo gave two cholies of the same
. sort, one to his mother-in-law, and one to his wife.
._'_Mohudec,n Sahib Jemadar brou;,hf a woman’s cloth
- of the same size, yaiued ten rupees, and gave it to
| _'hls Wlfe this had a broad border of silk thread at
the sides as well as the ends : the remaining people
‘also presented one woman’s cloth to each of their
wives respectively : the rupees which came to Hos- '
sein Shah’s share were given, to his mothcr cmd'--‘
fathmqn—»la.w and not to me : tllﬁ} uwd to give me
one measure of paddy, but nothmg c}qé A no,]w.*els 4
were given to me. VT
% The men and women pul(‘hdSP ln,tc,l-kmes,'
whlch they kcep in bags ; and are continually chew-
 ing them. The Phansigars did not go out again he-
| tween the mm, they returned, after the Mobhurrum
; ""_feast a.nd the time I qultted them and came to
any wll;we i . SRR
ArsCAN, at once, Hossem Khan “ho kept me,
' : - Al appmwd
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aPIJez!m-d tn be mad and began ta beat mrery one |
“and one day he made a knot'in the corner of &0

A sella uloth and, throwing it round my neck twisted

.xt four or five times, and endeavoured to strﬂugla._;_"'Q
‘me. T was alred,dy senseless s when mme of those
residing at Tooreapallem who hoppened to be pre-
| sent, as well as Mooskheel and others of Kistna-

OB | ‘pooram, together with Hossein I(hans ‘mother and

Rl ""'_'fathel Hin-law, came and released me: they gave me i

& Hydrabad rupee, and, saying that if 1 rematned
he would kill me, told me; to 5o away. ’\(In-'__'.”

‘hadeen qu’mb Jemadar aﬂawed me, at the same
time, & chuklor, called Paupeg'xdcm, to. accompany-"
‘me. When sending me out, the Jemadar sent a
message, that if any one questioned me, I should

ot reveal the civeurnstance of the strangling ; that
1 should' say that I ran away «because they beat

“me, and that I must not tell any of their secrats.
If 1 remained there d thought he would k:ll me ;
,}::-I therefore crossed the river, and came to
it Bhroogabunda my native village. '
F After ny. retum, about twenty days ago, Hos- _
sein Khan' ‘camne to Bhiroogabunda forme, and de-
sired me to come along with him: 1 answered,
that T would not. ' He then wanted to take me by
force, ' 1 told tho/same to the Curnums, who sent
‘him away : when returning again on my account,
‘he was apprehended by the Ghautty peons at Cus-

tatah: as he had Hydmbad mpem with ]um, ﬂHS-_"' '

mlaed
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wmed Suﬁpmwns, R‘I’ld they appre‘twnded hint, I‘rom i

theme he was escorted to Bhroogabunda, by a |

| peon s  they carried me, too, to Nursarowpetta,
|l where the Aumeen took a deposition fromme ; and
i _9ent m tb Guntoor, tom’ther with Hossein I hab :

‘we came accordingly.  The sword without the

scd.bbcnd m)‘.w bcfore you u,nd 'pl oduced bcfore me,_-_-:

' (,uma,l has een used by Hossem Khan since he"'
retumed from the last expedifwn about the time

oft the Mohurrum feast last year: this sword was
‘ot in his possession ‘before that time ; he brought
it with hxm at, that time. The dagger and shield,
which were now found with Hossein Khan, were
| " ‘also brought at that time : he also brought another
idagger, but 1 do not know where it is.
e g The bamuy, or nose- ornatent, now produced :
| lmcforc you, was worn 'by %Jah the wﬁe c;f Hos-
_sein Khan. LA
| % Mhesilk-woman’s cloth was bwtwht by Mor-'
hadeen Sahib Jq.,ma.dar when he went to Hydm--'
bad or thereabouts, and was given to his young
' daughter : she i married to Sydah 1 have seen
_her wear it. e ”
L% One of these I’hamw&}s nd.mul old Mohadeen
"-ba.hxb went away three monthq"_'&fme, saying, that
‘his son is at Nunda]a, to ihe d{)uthward and that
~ he would go to see him. ¢
& 'Mohadeen Baiub Jemadcm dder brother,

H I:l S called
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| CHAP. XXVI.

--,-,I__-ra,l yeam thc, Ruhng ;I*uw s have not been iv dxﬁ'e-i |
(rent fo the suppression of the atrogious practices

| '_.of the Thugs. Their. ‘procecdings, combined with

_ --.-the - abohtwn of Sut*e 25 by | the (xovernmont of

/ Lord ‘William Bentinck, and: both following the
~ extirpation of the Pindaries Jlﬁj'f the. Marquis of

. Hastings, may be received as mdma.hng- an advemc-.""': .'
_mg 1egard to the punmples af pulj}‘i‘é : 1 i
' ! lmp@d

"'_..theu' proceedmgs is as follows. e
-__'years 1826 and 1835 (both. mciuswe), 1562 pu-
=saners were cmnmltted by varmua.- Maglstmteq, Ot

of
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tilot! 1450 onthed 1Of 'the 1emamde’f‘ .31 Weré

_,'-_._u(,quli:ted 11 contrived to escape : 81 died before

' sentence : and' 49 were admitted evxdence f’or the
. prosecutions. ' ¢ EAER I
OdIE 3 though the practice of Thuﬂgee 1us
~received a serious check, it must not be supposed
that the whole of its followers have’ Deen appre-
'hended or any portion appwachmg to the whole.
1t is carried on with so:_lmuch caution——and, if the
expression may Le allowed on ‘such an ocuzslon,:
with so much e
| mdoly-extended anclreach_ o far into the very heatt
ot Indian ‘socicty, ‘that the dlﬂ'lcultu.s of dealing
‘with it are ‘almost mcencewablc Men Wh()‘i(*”
decorum, regular habits, and fair character place'
them' above susplcmn are connected with Thugs,
and frequently aé‘tNe members of the fratermity.
It would lmre srt:mke us as mctra.ordmdry, if trades-

mén.in..Ch e"-f br Bond Strect united with their
respectw _ '*.:mns that of murder ;. yet this
state of exists in India. In carrying into

_eﬁ'ect m""the I}eccaﬁ, the means resorted to by the
Enhqh Government for buppwssmn Thuggee, the L

_m‘iahie in his depmtmcnt
'si:eem of all the (}entlemerz Ay
the

'm his dea.h gﬁ- i‘i:;
* that he had won he

its: ramifications’ are so



4 ':passportsféf hib goods, in ’ehur way to Bombav i
o yet he was carrying on lna tladc of mm*&er Bpite
.th_t_a' -'_day of ltus arrest, bemg LGIIVlLtLd wnth

was actua.lly Ieadmg uut hlh &&nﬂs of ussas.bm t,
 strangle unmwpccting traVellma.. Thig fact ma.y_,
setve to shew how erromeous arve the mlpressmns"
. of native char :-mtt*r iroquc iy ecm@d.by. _Eur.op_g,an'
i resldentﬁ in Indm. i : \ ;
A portion . ‘of the ruuobwgmpky
'. lmen,e_draper--ma.} not be wninteresting.

;.,.._-thlﬁl _bﬂlld}.t,

; Hc SAYS
A year and a half before 1 was m'rested a.t-_

Hingolee, in June 1832, I setoap ‘a shop in the |

bazaar of the Golundazes, in the Hingolee Canton«-'_"'

ments. | I used betore to, bnng‘;--_"ﬂt& mgn Bma,r

| }unda.fes. I told h1m thai I qhould hke.- 1,0 soi:--.,up:?- |
' a shop in his bazaar ; and he. admsed me to do so,
and got the Cutwal to. assign. me a pl@uu. I set up

g a]man-drapersshopa-' and Tyeen weral




fﬁe Nm’budda val]ey
: po;ﬁted out dnrl arx ested i




| The hlbtory af thls _ .
-”-.thouoh from thc lax state of mm“ '

that Lhc Lra.de h
Authouhcs, but




-gly bmught th%i'“ |
WA gghlm Sumbul} Y

__'ai_js m ﬁghl(.'h the-_._
' _"'twglvc, wlh«es, and__'













