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CHAPTER I

HISTORY AND ORIGIN.

) : :
O - earliest glimpse of ancient India discloses two races struggling

for the soil. One was a fair-skinned, Sanskrit-speaking people of Aryan
lineage, who entered the country from the
North-West ; the other a dark-complexion-

ed race of lower type, the original inhabitants of the land, who were
~ either driven by the Aryans into the hills, or reduced by them to servitude

in the plains. .

The races of ancient India,

The original home of the Aryan race was on the banks of the Oxus in
Central Asia. From thence they migrated in two directions. One branch
moved north-west towards Europe, the other
south-east towards Persia and India. It is
with the latter that we are here concerned.

The cradle of the Aryan races.

Crossing the Hindu Kush, the Aryans settled for some time in the
valleys of Afghdnistdn; from thence they forced their way across the
mountains into India, and gradually settled in the Punjéb about 2000 B. C.

‘We know very little of their manner of life. They roamed from one \ ,
river valley to another with their cattle, making long halts in favourable
situations, to raise the crops required for their food. They were constantly

Early conditions of life among &t war, not only with the aboriginal tribes, but
the Aryans. also among themselves. At the head of each
tribe was a chief or Mdhdrdja, but each house-father wasa warrior, hus-
bandman, and priest, offering up sacrifices to the gods direct, without the
intervention of a professional priesthood. ‘

The earliest records of the Aryans are contained in the Védas, a series
of hymns composed in the Sanskrit language from the 15th to the soth
century B, C. by the Rishis, devout sages, devoted to religious meditation,
whose utterances were supposed to be inspired, The early Védas must
| have been composed while the Aryan tribes
were marching towards India; others after
theic arrival on the banks of the Indus. During this advance the
race progressed from a loose confederacy of various tribes into several

well-knit nations, and extended its settlements from\\the Himalayas in the
‘ ¥

The Védas.
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systems of Upper India, as far to the east as the Séne.

It has been explained that each head of a family conducted his own
religious rites, but in course of time many ceremonial observances” were
added to the primitive religion, necessitating the service of a special priest-
hood. It became the custom to call upon the R7skss to conduct the great

A Origin of the Br&hmans or Aryan sacrifices, and to chant the Védic hymns,
priowe The art of writing was at this time unknown,
and hymns and sacrificial phrases had to be handed down by word of
mouth, from father to son. It thus came about that certain families
became the hereditary owners of the liturgies required at the great
national festivals, and were called upon time after time to chant the tribal
battle hymns, to invoke the divine aid,and to appease the divine
wrath. These potent prayers were called Brakmds, and those who offered
them were Brdhmans. By degrees the number of ministrants required for
a great sacrifice increased. Besides the high priests who superintended
the ceremonies, there were the celebrants who dressed the altars, slew the
victims, and poured out libations to the gods, while others chanted the Védic
hymns and repeated the phrases appropriate to particular rites. In this
manner there arose a special priesthood—a class which was entrusted with
the conduct of religious offices, while the rest of the community carried on
their ordinary avocations of war, trade, and agriculture,

As the Aryan colonists spread east and south, subduing the aboriginal
races, they were to a large extent relieved from the burden of agricultural
labour through the compulsory employment of the conquered pAeople. In
this manner there grew up a class of warriors freed from the toil of hus-

Bl e i o bandry, who gttended the Méhdrdja, and

were always ready for battle, These kins-

men and companions of the kings gradually formed themselves into a separ-

ate class, and were referred to as Kshatriyas, i.e., ‘ those connected with
the royal power,’” and eventually as Rdjpiits, or * those of royal descent.’

‘ The incessant fighting which had formed the commen lot of the Aryans
on their march eastward from the Indus, gradually ceased as the aboriginal
taces were subdued. Members of the community who from family ties, or

Ovigin of the agricultural and from personal inclination, preferred war to
trading classes. the peaceful monotony of village life, had to
seek for adventure in the hills and forests of the unkpown country to the
south of the Vindhyas. Distant expeditions were only undertaken by those
to whom war was a profession, while others, more peacefully ipclined



arts, .
Thus the Aryans, by a process of natural selection, gradually resolved
themselves into three classes :— : -
1. The Brdhman or priestly caste* composed of the Riskss, their

descendants, and disciples, to which was en-
s trusted the expounding of the Védas, and the

conduct of religious ceremonies,

The organisation into four

2, The Kshatriya, i,e., Rdjpi¢ or governing and military caste, com-
posed of the Mihdrdjas and their warrior kinsmen and companions,
whose duty it was to rule, fight, administer justice, and protect the
community in general,

3. The Vaisiya or trading and agricultural caste, which, assisted by
the conquered aborigines, tilled the land, raised cattle, and manufactured
the arms, implements, and household utensils, required by the Aryan com-
monwealths.

It must be remembered, however, that in the early days of the Aryan
settlements the line of separation between the three classes was far from
being sharply defined, The transfer of individuals and their families from
one to the other was not an uncommon occurrence, and numerous instances
are recorded of kings and warriors terminating their careers as Rishds
or saintly ascetics. Moreover in very early times the Mdhdrijas often

combined the offices of the priesthood with kingly power, a custom which =\

in rare instancest has survived to the present day. Inthe same way it was
not unusual for the more adventurous Vaisiyas to abandon agriculture, and
join the ranks of the Kshatriyas.

In course of time these occupational distinctions developed into sepa-
rate castes, and as intermarriage became first of all restricted, and after-
wards prohibited, each caste devoted itself more strictly to its own hered-
itary employment. All, however, were tecognized as belonging to the
twice-born or Aryan race, all were permitted to attend the great national
sacrifices, and all worshipped the same gods.

# The term ‘easte’ is derived from the Portuguese casta, ‘a family;’ but before the word
came to be exfensively used in European languages, it had for some time been identified with
the Brihmanic division of Hindua society into classes. The corresponding Sanskrit word is
Vérna ‘colour.’ The three Aryan Pidrnas or castes were of light complexion. Brdhmans
were said to be white, Kskatriyas ruddy, and Vaisiyas yellow : on the other hand, the Sudras *
#ad Dasyus or aboriginals are described in the Védas as black.

+ The Réna of Meywar caw still perform the offices of High Priest when he attends 3e
temple of the tutelary deity of his race, without the assistance of Brdhmans: and ammug1 &
RAjptts of the hills it is still not an uncommon thing for the Réja to promote a Gizgh or
labouger to a Kd¢hi or cultivator, and similarly a Rdéhi to a Thakir or low-grade Réjpit.




there was the servile or Swdra caste, composed of captured aborigines
whose lives had been spared, and of the progeny of marriages between'
Aryans of different castes and Aryans and the women of the country, all
of which, by the rigid exclusiveness of caste custom, came to be- regarded
as degraded.

It must not be supposed, however, that Bridhman supremacy was
accepted without protest. Their claims to recognition as a distinct Levite
class, of divine origin, and possessed of supernatural powers, were
rejected by the Kshatriyas, who insisted, with perfect truth, that many of
the Rishss who had composed the Védas were kings and warriors rather

Resistance of the Kshatriyas to than priests, and that no authority for the
the pretensions of the Bréhmans.  pretensions of the Brahmans could be found
in the Védic legends. There are traditions of a great struggle having
taken place between the Brahmans and the Kshatriyas, in which the former
were completely victorious, The details of this quarrel, however, are
obscure, for the Brahmans, as exclusive custodians of the sacred writings,
took care to efface all reference to a struggle, which, from its very exist-
ence, cast a doubt on their pretensions to a divinely appointed origin. It
may here be noticed that many of the Aryan tribes rejected the theory of
Brahminical supremacy. Thus the earlier settlements west of the Indus
never adopted the principle of caste; those between the Indus and the

The principle of caste not of Jumna accepted it, but in a modified form;
universal acceptation, it was chiefly in the tract watered by the
Jumna and the Ganges, from Delhi on the west to Ajudhya and Benares on
#the east, that the Brdhmans consolidated their influence, and became a
compact, learned, and influential body, the authors of Sanskrit literature,
and the lawgivers, scientists, and philosophers of the whole of the Hindu
world. '

By the sth century B. C. the original simplicity of = the Védic worship
had been replaced by a philosophical creed, accompanied by an elaborate
ritual. The early conception of a Supreme Being, made manifest thrcugh
the physical forces of Nature, gave way to the mystic triad of Brdhma,
Vishnu, and Siva, the Maker, Preserver and Destroyer, with a tendency to

The change from Védism to ~Create new gods, to worship the elements in
Bedhmpnism, various personifications, and to embody the
attributes of each member of the Hindu Trinity in numerous awalaers or
incarnations, The new religion puzzled the people without satisfying
them, while the growing arfogance of the Brdhmans caused a universal
desire for a return to more primitive beliefs,

»

k)



<At this juncture, Sakya Muni, a prince of the Kshatriya caste, began
the great reformation which eventually developed into a new religion.
Universal charity, liberty, and equality, yith the total rejection of caste,

: formed the fundamental principles of*the new
The Buddhist reformation,

doctrine, and the personal character of Bud- .

dha, the ¢Enlightened,’ as he was named by his disciples, at once attract-
eda la.rde following, ;

The'growth of Bqddhism was very rapid. . By about 200 B, C. it had
become the State religion in Hindustdn. From thence it spread north into
Nepal,sand through Central ‘Asia into China and Japan. At the same time
Buddhist missionaries carried their faith into Ceylon, and from thence it was
_extended to Burma, Siam and Java, But thcugh Brdhmanism was materi-

The vitality of Bréhmanism and ~ ally modified by Buddhism, it was never
the decline of Buddhism. . displaced. Even in the 6th century, Buddhism
had commenced to declme and before the Muhammadan faith ,had come
fairly upon the scene, it had entirely disappeared from India. For more
than a thousand years the two religions had existed side by side, and
modern Hinduism is undoubtedly the product of both.

About 400 B. C. the Brahmans, finding in Buddhism a religious move-
ment - which -threatened their spiritual authority, designed a code which,
besides maintaining their privileges, formed a definite authority on all
points connected with Hindu law and ritual. = This celebrated work, called

the Code of Manu, and known also as the Diarma-Shdstras, is a com- ’

"The Dharma-Shésteas or insti © pilation of the customary law current about
tutes of Mdnu. the 5th century B.C. in the Aryan princi-

palitics on the banks of the Ganges and Jumna, The Brihmans claimed
for it a divine origin, and ascribed it to Mdnu, the first Aryan. man. In it

the four-fold division of society is said to have been ordered by Brihma,
the Creator of the Universe. The Brdhmans are supposed to have emanat-
ed from his head, the- Kshatriyas from his arms, the Vaisiyas from his
thighs, and the Sudras from his feet. The code “consists of a massof
precepts religious and secular, rules for the administration of justice, and

special enactments with regard to purification and. penance. It was

written with a view to stemming the tide of Buddhist reform by stringent
rules against the intermingling of castes by marriage, and by forbidding
the higher castes under severe penalties from eating, drinking, or holding
social intercourse with any of -those ranking beneath them.,

The reaction in favour of Brdhmanism began to have effect about

200 B.C. By the 8thcentury the Brihmans
had completely re-established their spiritual

The Bréhman revival.

-
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ority. The simplicity of the Védic faith was transformed beyond re-
cognition. No efforts were spared to materialise the Hindu religion. The
gods were provided with wives. Caste was revived, no longer with the
four-fold division of the code of Ménu, but with all the complicated
occupational subdivisions which exist to the present day. In all these
changes we trace the efforts of an astute priesthood to establish a
popular religion. No section of the community was forgotten. The
smouldering enmity of the Kshatriyas was appeased by attributing a
celestial origin to the ancestors of their ruling families. The Solar and
Lunar races of Ajudhya and Mathiira were flattered by the elevation
of Rama and Krishna, their respective heroes, to the dignity of avatars, or
incarnations of the divine Vishnu, Aboriginal tribes were conciliated by
the adoption of their tribal divinities. Their totem® tree, and serpent
worship, though utterly at variance with the spirit of the Védas, was affili-
ated to the orthodox beliefs, and their princes and warriors were accorded
the status of Kshatriyas, as an inducement to accept the principle of caste.
Buddhism, in spite of the antagonistic nature of its doctrines, was disposed
of in a similar manner, and Buddha, whose whole life and teachings had
been a protest against the formalism of the Brdhmans, was absorbed
into the Hindu system, and, as an incarnation of Vishnu, was allotted a
place in the pantheon of minor gods. Thus step by step, by diplomacy and
adaptiveness, the Brdhmans consolidated their authority, and established
a religion which, having the Védic faith of the Aryanraceas its foundation,
has absorbed and assimilated a portion of each of the religious systems
which it successively displaced. Although the Brdhmans were suc-
cessful in compelling the Kshatriyas in acknowledging their spiritual
authority, they rarely aspired to temporal rule. They preferied to delegate
the business of ruling as of fighting to the warrior race, reserving for
themselves the more congenial offices of priests, ministers, and confidential
advisers to their clients.

Prior to the Muhammadan conquests, the whole of Northern India

i < was ruled by R4jpit princes. The capitals

i Y the Solar :;ce Jierepat Ajudhya in (I;udh,

" and at Kanouj onthe Ganges, with tributary kingdoms at Mithila in Tirhut,
and at Rhotas on the S6ne, The capitals of the Lunar race seem to have
varied, Indraprdstha near Delhi was the principal seat of théir power,
but Dwarika (in Kattiawsr), Hastinaptra (Hardwar), Mathdra (Muttra),

# & The ruder races of men are found divided into tribes, each of which is usually named
Mier some animal, vegotable, or thing, whiclr is an objéct of veneration o¢ worship to the
{cibe. ‘This animal, vegetable, or thing, is the éofam or god of the tribe. From the tribe being
commonly named after its fofem, the word is also freauently employed to signily merely the

txibet name: ' ~—~Chamboer's Encyctopadias
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g (Allahabad), Mahéswar (on the Nerbudda), and Ré]gréha (R4jmahal)
were their principal cities at different times.

The primary division of the Kshatriya order was two-fold, and con-
Origin of the Solarand Lunar sisted of the Solar and Lunar races. To
o ‘ these were afterwards affiliated the four.
Agnicula or fire-tribes. The legend of a Solar race at Ajudhya. and
Kanouj is apparently an outgrowth of the worship of the Sun. The so~
called Lunar race had no real connection with the Moon, and the legend
of the race is only associated with that planet as an antithesis or antago-
pism to the Sun, Even in Hindu legends the distinction appears as a
mere dream of the genealogists, without any authentic origin, Irom a
remote period, however, there was a traditional struggle for supremacy
between the Réjpiits of the Ganges and the Jumna j-and when the hordes of
Isl4m poured through the Khaibar into India, the Chauhdns of Delhi were
The dissensions of'the Réjpit at feud with the Rdthors of Kanouj. The
princes. ultimate success of the Muhammadans was
in fact largely due to the dissensions and rivalries of the Hindu princes,
who could rarely bring themselves to forget their private differences in 50 =

far as to combine against the invaders of their country.

In ancient days the Ré4jpit principalities were India’s stoutest
Greek, Bactrian, and Scythian Dulwarks against foreign invasion, Kshatriya
invasions 327 B.C. 0.60 A.D. armies fought not only Alexander and his
victorious Greeks, but also ‘the hordes of qcytlnans and Bactrians whlch
poured into India up to the end of the 1st century, '

About the same time as Indian Buddhism was being crushed by the
Brihmanic revival, Muhammad had founded a new faith in Arabia. In
711, or 79 years after his death, Hejaz, an officer of the Kaliph Omar,
despatched an expedition under his nephew Kasim for the conquest of

Jnvasion of Sind by Arabs ~Sind. After capturing the temple-fortress
from Baghdad in 7171, of Dwarika, the Arabs laid siege to Br4h-
manabad,® which after the death of her husband, was bravely defended by
the R4ja’s widow. Scarcity of food drove the garrison to despair, The
Réni and her entire bodyguard of Rdjpits perished in a final sortie.
The example of their heroism, however, was not without fruit, for ahout 4;0 '
years later the Rdjpits sacceeded in expelling the Arabs,

The next Muhammadan invasions were those of Mahmiid of Ghazni
whose conguests axtended from Persiato the Ganges. He is said to have
led his armies into India no less than seventeen times. Im 1017, he sacked .
Kanouj, Meerut, Muttra, Benares, and Kalinjar, threw down the temples,
and melted the gold and silver idols which they enshrined. Mahmid

M 8 The tuin of Hréhmanabad are about 44 miles voxth-east of Hyderabad,
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a fanatical Muslim, and having heard of the wealthand sanctity of the
great Siva temple at Somnith on the Kattiaw4r coast, determined to
Invasion of Mahmud of Ghazni, destroy it. Accompanied by 30,000 volun-
Yor7 and 1024. teers, he left Ghazni in 1024, and marched
rapidly across the Sind desert to Somnéth. The holy city was bravely
defended by Rdja Bbim Déo and his Solanki Réjpits, but superiority
of numbers prevailed in the end, and the fortress was taken by storm,
5,000 of the garrison perishing in its defence. Mahmdd not only des-
troyed the great idol, but carried off the sandal wood gates of the temple
to his home, The victory, however, was dearly bought. The Muhamma-
dan army was lost in the desert of Sind. Thousands perished of heat
and thirst in its sandy wastes, and only a remnant returned with their

leader to Ghazni.

The Ghaznivide dynasty was succeeded by that of the Afghéns of
Ghor, which held India from 1186 to 1328. In 1191 Muhammad of Ghor
The R&jpat victory at Thané- Was utterly defeated at Narrain,* on the
sar in 1191, banks of the Saraswiti, by Pirthirdj the
Chauhdn Rija of Delhi. The shame of this reverse rankled in the
Afghdn’s mind. Returning two years later he crushed his foesin detail,
overcoming Pirthirdj at Thanésar in 1193, and Jaichand, the Réthor
king of Kanouj, in the following year. So decisive was the defeat of the
latter, that after he had perished in the Ganges, his son with a gallant band
of followers cut his way through the Afghén
o i) 550 otnigr .hosts,'and abandonipg his ancient home,
tion of the Rahtors to Marwar in estabhshed a new kingdom in Marwar, t
1194 which survives to the present day.

After the fall of Kanouj the resistless tide of Muhammadan invasion
swept through the Punjéb, and the valleys of the Ganges and Jumna,
carrying everything before it. All the Rdéjpit settlers im this vast tract
became subjects of the Afghdn kings, and numbers were forcibly con-
. verted to the religion of their conquerors. It was only in R4jpdtdna,
Bundelkhund, and the Jummoo and Kangra Hills, that they preserved

Subjection of fhe Rajpts their re'ligion and indepfandex'lce. There
throughout the Paojéb plains and  each prince ruled over his kinsfolk and

. d . i !
}‘;;)::""’5 of the Uanges #8C  yassals, all acknowledging the Réna of Chitér

or Meywar as their suzerain or over-lord.
During this period nearly the whole of India was subjected to Isldni.

« The early Muhammadan invaders inspired the Rdjpdts with peculiar

horror, The fanatical maranders overwhelmed the luxurious cities of

# Narrain is about seven miles from Karnal,
% The Rathor State of Magwar is also known as Jodhpore, from the name of ite capital,
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Lahore, Delhi, and Kanouj, shouting for God and the Prophet, but carmg
for nought save women and plunder. Their war-cry spread terror far and
wide., The Rdjpitnoblesand their retainers rode forth to take the field, or
manned the walls of their fortresses. The multitude flocked to thte temples,
whilst Brdhmans performed their sacrifices and incantations, and implored
The cruelty of the Muhamma. the gods for succour. It was a war of iron
dan invaders. and rapine against gold and beauty. The
brown and hardy hosts of Central Asia scaled the walls, scimitar in hand,
or burst open the gates in overwhélming numbers. The fair-complexioned
Rdjpdts fought with chivalry and desperation, but they fought in vain.
A rush of mailed warriors, a clash of swords and spears, piles of dead aad
“dying round the gateway, and the city was left at the mercy of soldiers
who knew not how to pity or to spare. In afew moments licentious ruffi-
ans were penetrating the recesses of zemdnas, and subjecting the inmates
to insults from which humanity recoils. They filled the streets with blood,
they threw down the temples, profaned the gods, and carried off young
men and maidens to sell as slaves in the bazaars of Kédbul and Ghazni,’%  _

About 1303, Ala-ud-din Khiljit gathered up all his .strength for the
destruction of the Ré4jpdt principalities. During his reign the two great
Réjpit fortresses of Ranthambor and Chitér fell into the hands of the

Capture of Chitor by Ala-ud-din Musalmans. After a prolonged and heroic
Khilji, 1303. defence, the garrison of the latter preferred
to die rather than surrender. The men rushed on the swords of the '\\
besiegers, while the Rdni and several thousand women performed the '
horrible rite of joku#, by immolating themselves on the funeral pyre,

in order to escape capture and pollution by their ruthless foes.

In 1321, a successful revolt introduced the Tughlak - dynasty, which
lasted until 1398, when it was swept away by the Mughals under Timur
or Tamerlane, who marched through India committing frig"htfuly atrocities.
The Sayyads and Lodis suceeeded thé Tughlaks, and in 1526 Bibar invaded

The Mughals under Bdbar con. 1ndia, and after crushing the- forces of the
quer India, 1526. Delhi king at Pénipat, founded the Mughal
Empire, which lasted; at any rate in name, until 1857.

While the power of the Lodi kings'was on the wane, that of the RSjptit‘
princes was' increasing and had to a great extent become consolidated
under Sanga Réna, the celebrated R4ja of Chitér. S50 long as the Mughals
were the foes of the Lodi kings, the Rd4jpits regarded them as friends;
but when Bdbar assumed the imperial title, Réna Sanga summoned to hig

® History of India,—Zalboys kaier
t Khiifs ia said to be the Thrki word for a ‘swordsman. These Khiljis or Glnlmc as
thoy are now cplled, form one &i the largest of the tribes of Alghfnistdn.
2
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all the bravest warriors of the R4jptt clans ; and exciting their patriot-
_ Bébar crushes the RAjpit coali- ism by stirring appeals, and references to the
tion at Futtehpur-Sikri. chivalrous deeds of their forefathers, obtained
their immediate and enthusiastic support. All were convinced that once
overthrown, the Muhammadan power would rise no more, and the Hindu
faith would be restored. In 1526 the R4jpit coalition, consisting of the
Rdjas of Chitér, Malwa, Meywar and Ajmere, met Bébar and his Mughals
at Futtehpur-Sikri. The R4jpits fought with a valour and desperation
that astonished even Babar Limself ; but they sustained a crushing defeat
and fled.

From 1530, the year of Bébar’s death, to 1555, when the throne of
Hindust4n was reconquered by his son Humédyun, the R4jpits were per-
petually at strife with Shér Shah and the Afghdn settlers in Bengal. In
1556 Humdyun died, and was succeeded by the famous Akbar, the
wisest and most capable of the Mughal Emperors. The latter
early realised that for his dynasty to keep its hold on India, it
must depend largely on the loyalty of Hindus, whose confidence he

Akt conciliatory policy to- Sought, and won, by a broadminded policy
wards his Hindu subjects, of conciliation and religious tolerance. He
was the first of the Mubammadan rulers of India who strove to bring
the whole of the continent under the sway of on& sceptre, by enlisting
the sympathiesof the various races included in his dominions. After a
- series of brilliant campaigns, Kdbul, Kandahar, and the whole of India as
far south as the Dekhan, was reduced to his authority. He thenturned his

attention to Réjpdtina. |

It was part of Akbar’s policy to win over the R4jpit princes by
confirming them in their possessions, which he allowed them to emjoy on
Abbar’s marriages to Rajpte condition of their becoming his feudatories.
princesses He further cemented his friendship with their
chiefs by marrying the daughters of the Réjas of Jodhpore, Bikaneer, and
Jeypore, Only one of the R4jpdt princes proudly declined a matrimonial alli-
ance with the Emperor—the haughty Udai Singh, Rdna of Meywar, who, as
the descendant of the Sun, regarded such a connection as a disgrace, Udai
.Singh’s principal fortress was Chit6r, which had indeed succumbed to
Ala-ud-din Khilji in 1303, but had since been repaired, and was again
regarded as impregnable.

“The great stronghold of Chitér was garrisoned by 7,000 picked
Répits, while Udai Singh, with a force of equal strength, retired to the
hills to await the issue of events, Akbar himself sat down before the
fortress but though he pressed the siege vigorously, the Réjpiits defended
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selves with equal constancy and courage. Never had Akbar met
such warriors. Astheir pertinacity increased, so likewise did his pride
and resolution, At length the breach was reported practicable, and orders
were given for the assault. The ‘eperation
was to be personally directed by the Emperor,
from alofty platform, which had been specially erected for the purpose.
As Akbar sat there, matchlock in hand, he observed the gallant Rdjpits
assembling in the breach, awaiting the onslaught of the Mughals. By the
light of torches, he easily recognised the R4jpht general, and believing
him to be within range, fired, and killed him on the spot. This fortunate
shot, discharged when the parties were approaching one another, so
discouraged the R4jpits, that at the critical moment they made but a
sorry defence.”* They rallied indeed subsequently, but it was too late.
When the day dawned, Chitér was in possession of Akbar. The brave
garrison after immolating their women and children, retired to their
temples, where, rejecting all offers of quarter, they perished to a man.

The marriage of Akbar to the daughters of R4jpit princes secured
the devotion of their families to his throne. Chief among his adherents..
were Bhagwédn Dids, the Rédja of Jeypore, and his famous nephew Mén
Singh, one-of the most brilliant warriors of his day. During the reign
of Akbar and his immediate successors, the Rdjpit soldiery, from bitter
Akbar's success in winning over €nemies, became the thews and sinews of the
fhe"Ripac soldicry. Mughal armies ; and under their own leaders,
carried the banners of the Emperors from Kashmir 'to the Dekhan, and
from Kébul to Assam. ' They even tought their own brethren in the
imperial.cause, In 1576, Man Singh of Jeypore attacked and defeated
Pertap Singh, Réna of Meywar, who, like his obstinate father, Udai Singh,
defied the authority of Akbar, from his fastnesses in the Aravulli Hills-
As a revward, the Emperor bestowed the government of the Punjdb
upon Médn Singh, and married his own son Selim to a lady of the
Réjpit’s family. Marriage indeed, was one of the most effectual means
employed by Akbar, to weld together his disunited empire, The Réjpit
princes felt that their relationship to the heir of the throne, and often to
the throne itself, assured their position ; and when they came to consider
Akbar’s toleration, his justice, generosity, and the order and good govern«
ment he established, they must have recog-
nised in him something more than an ordinary"
human being——something approaching to an incarnation of a deity~a
fancy which he fostered by representing himself as the attribute of - their

favourite god, the divine Sur, which was the object of his daily worship.

Capture of Chitér by Akbar.

Alkbar founds a new religion.

* Akbar.—Matleson,
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the };’ug]ab His forces were opppsed by those of Ré]a Todar Mal and
M4n Singh of Jeypore. These generals manceuvred with great skill.” Cau-
tiously supporting their line of adyance by a chain of fortified posts, they

Réjpét troops reconquer Kébul ~ defeated the hill tribes near Jamrid, forced the
for Akbar in 1580. Khaibar Pass, and entered Kébul, of which
Mé4n Singh was immediately appointed governor. It is interesting to note
that no objection seems to have been made by the Réjpiits to cross the
Indus or to serve in Afgh4nistdn. Later on, M4n Singh was transferred to
the government of Bengal, from which he conquered Orissa.

ln 1644, the Emperor Shah Jahdn despatched a large army for the
conquest of Balkh, under Ali Mard4n and Réja Jagat Singh, who brought
with him 14,000 R4jpiits of his own clan. Despite the severe climate and
stupendous mountain passes they traversed, these brave Indian warriors
achieved splendid successes, The difficulty, however, was not so much
Shah Jahdn employs his Réjpét how to take, as how to keep this distant
feudatories in"the conquest of region, separated from the rest of the empire
Balkh, 1644. .
by the snowy ranges of the Hindu Kish,
inaccessible in winter, and exposed at all times to the attacks of the
hardy hill tribes, When Aurangzéb, a son of Shah Jahdn, reached Balkh,
of which he had beén appointed governor, he soon perceived the true
character of the country and its defenders, and, like a wise general, counselled
a retreat from a position which was obviously untenable. He made terms
with the Usbeg chiefs and began his homeward march. The retreat over
the mountains was attended with disaster. The hillmen hovered about
the flanks of the retreating R4jpits, cut off detached parties, and harassed
the column at every step. The baggage fell over precipices, and the
Hindu Kdsh was deep in snow. The army reached Kabul with a loss of
5,000 men, to say nothing of the horses, camels, and elephants, killed by

cold and exposure.”*

In the struggle between the sons of Shah Jahdn for their father's
throne, the R4jpits espoused the cause of Déra, the Emperor's eldest son.
The latter despatched the Rdja Jai Singh against his brother Shija,
Goyernor of Bengal, and the Mdhardja Jaswant Singh of Marwar against

his youngest brother Mdrad-Baksh, Viceroy of Guzerit. Meanwhile,

Aurangzéb, the hero of the expedition to
,TE},f‘iﬂf,*’ o °‘f,f§g§},‘f,§““;§ Balkh, affecting the manners of a Mubammadan
Bacdd Buksh and Aurangzéb oo L4y, played a strictly subordinate part, and

the Nerbuddﬂ 3 L : ) uned
sympathised discreetly with his brother Mérdd

sy

¢ Aurangzb,—Lane:PLool.



'sh, whose forces he eventually joined. Dara’s troops under Jaswant
Singh met them on the banks of the Nerbudda. Déra’s Mughals fled like
traitors at the commencement of the battle, leaving the Réjpits to fight it

out alone. They struggled desperately against fearful odds until only 600 -

~ of the 8,000 remained. “The wounded remnant sadly returned with their
Rdja to his desert fastness in Marwar. There he was received with bitter
scorn. His high-mettled wife shut the castle gates in his face, saying
that a man so dishonoured should not enter her walls. Idisown him as my
husband ; these eyes can never again behold him. If he could not van-
quish, he should have died.” This was the true Rdjpit spirit, and the
_ fact that, the princess eventually became reconciled to her husband only
proves that though a daughter of the proud house of Chitér, she was
after all, but a woman,”*

The news of Jaswant Singh’s defeat filled Dédra with rage, He
resolved to wipe out the disgrace by avictory the glory of which should be
entirely his own. Hastily assembling a force of 100,000 horse, 20,000
foot, and 8o guns, he marched rapidly to the Chambal, and met the army
of his brothers at Sdmédgarh. The month was June, and the soldiers on
both sides were fainting from the heat and the weight of their heavy
armour. Botharmies were marshalled in line of battle. The artillery
was placed in front, the guns linked together by chains, so that the cavalry

might not charge through the intervals, Immediately'behind them was a- |

line of camel-guns, worked on swivels from the animal’s backs, and fired
by the riders. Then came the infantry armed with matchlocks. The
mass of the army was composed of cavalry—the Mughals being armed with
scimitars, bows, and arrows, and the Ré4jpiits with a pike or short lance,

The battle began with an artillery duel and the discharge of rockets and

grenades, to stampede the elephants and horses; then the infantry came
into action, while flights of arrows flew over their heads from the mounted

archers in rear, Victory at first inclined towards Ddra. The legs  of Murad
Baksh’s elephant were tied with chains, and "Réja Rém Singh, who sus.
rounded him with his Rajpits, hutled a spear at the prince, and tried to

The Réjptts at the batfle of Cut thie gifths of his howdah. The Mughal
Sémagarh, ‘wounded as hie was, shot the Réjpdt dead.
 The falten Réjpits in yellow garb, atd stained with their war-paint of
orange turmeric, were heaped about the -€lephants’ feet, and made the
ground yellow asa field of saffron, In another part of the field the
Rdithor Rija Rip Singh eprang from his horse, and having washed his
hands of life, cut his way through the Mughals, and throwing himself be-
neath the elephant, strove to cut the girths of Aurangzéb’s howdah, but was

® Aurangzéb,~Lane-Fool,

-
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in his heroic attempt. The Rdjpits had been slain in heaps and many
of their chiefs were dead, but the advantage was still on the side of Diéra’s
forces, for Murad Baksh and Aurangzéb were perilously hemmed in by
crowds of raving Rdjpdts, maddened with 44ang, and furious at the death
of their leaders.”* It needed hardly anything to turn the balance of fortune
either way, At this crisis Ddra committed a fatal mistake. Alarmed by
a rocket which struck his howdah, he dismounted from his elephant, which
up to then had been regarded as the standard of victory. It was as though
the sun had vanished at midday. A blind panic seized his army, and
every man fled for his life. In a brief moment the tide had turned. For
a terrible quarter of an hour Aurangzéb had steadily maintained his seat on
his sorely harassed elephant, and the reward of his valour was the imperial
throne. ‘Nothing succeeds his success.” The victory of Sdmtgarh was the

- signal for all the world to come and tender their homage to Aurangzéb. The
Réjpits were quick to make their peace with the conqueror. Réja Jai
Singh gave in his adhesion at once, and the M4h4rdja Jaswant Singh
presently followed his example, and tendered his fealty to the rising power.
The great battle of Sdmiigarh has been described in detail, as it gives a
vivid picture of the bearing of the R4jpits in action, at the time when
their martial qualities appear to have reached their zenith.

Aurangzéb was a stern puritan. Nothing weighed for an instant in
his mind against his fealty to the principles of Isldm. For religion’s sake
he persecuted the Hindus and destroyed their temples; from religious
motives he waged unending wars in the Dekhan, not so much to enlarge
his empire as to bring the lands of heretical Shiahst within the dominion
of orthodox Isldm. Up to 1668 there were no religious persecutions and
no religious disabilities, but on the death of Rdja Jai Singh of Jeypore,
and Rdja Jaswant Singh of Marwar, the most powerful of the friendly
Réjpiit princes, the Emperor found himself free to carry out that repres-
sive policy towards Hindus, which had long been his most cherished
desire.

In 1677 Aurangzéb revived the jasiak or poll-tax on Hindus, and
gave mortal offence to every prince in Réjpdtdna by his injudicious
attempt to kidnap the sons of Rdja Jaswant Singh on_ their return ffom

# Aurangzeb—Lane-Pool,

+ Muhammadans are divided into several Sects, the two cbief being the Sunnis and Skiska,
O these, the Sunnis may he looked op a1 representing the orthodox faith, and récognise
Abu-Balkr ps Mubammad's sucpessor in prcfsr'tim:iéo All, who married Fatima the Prophet's
daughter, The Shiaks are followers of Ally and @plare that the essence of the Mussulman
raligion is a knowledge of the true Jmdm or leallen, & point which the Susris consider un-
important. ok :
.
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ul, of which their father had been the gOVernor. Auranczéb's intention

Aurangzéb revives the polltax WaS N0 doubt to convert the young prmces
on Hindus and attempts to kid- to Isl4m, but his projects were frustrated by
nap the young princes of Marwar. 41 1602}ty and pride of the Réjpits, which
forbade such ignominy to their hereditary chiefs. They repudiated the
poll-tax, concealed the princes, and broke into open rebellion. The
Emperor marched at once upon Réjpitdna and found the leading states -
Oodeypore (Meywar) and Jodhpore (Marwar) united against him, and enly
Rdja Ram Singh of Jeypore (Ambar) loyal to the empire.

= The Réjpits kept 25,000 horse in the field, mostly Rdéthors of Jodhpore,
and although frequently driven into the mountains, were never really
subdued. . At one time they seemed to be on the point of victory. The
Emperor’s three sons were ravaging the Rdjpit country with the bulk
' of his forces, while he himself remained at

L A . Ajmere with hardly a thousand men, While
there he learnt that his younger son Akbar had joined hands with the
Ré4jpits, had proclaimed himself Emperor, and was marching to capture
his father at the head of a considerable army. Aurangzéh's presence of
mind did not desert him in this crisis. He wrote a letter congratulating the’
rebel prince upOI‘l his success in deceiving the Rdjpiits and luring them teo
their destruction, and contrived that this compromising epistle should be
intercepted by one of the rebellious Réjas. The effect of this plot surpas-
sed his brightest hopes. The R4jpiits melted away, and the repentant

Mughals flocked back to the imperial standards.

The R4jpit insurrection, though checked, was still very far from being
suppressed. The insults which had been offered to their chiefs and to their
religion, and the ruthless severity of Aurangzéb’s campaigns in their country,
left a sore which nothing but time could heal. Arace which had been the
right hand of the Mughals was now hopelessly alienated, and never agam
served the throne without distrust. The war went on. The cities were in
the hands of the Mughals, who ravaged the rich lands of Meywar; but the
mountain defiles were throngéd with implacable Rédjpits, who never lost an
opportunity of dealing a blow at the invaders, At last, weary of the struggle,
an honourable peace was concluded. The hated jasiah was not so much
as named in the treaty, and Jaswant Singh’s son, the young Réja of Jodhpore,
was installed with honour in his father’s principalitics.

Even these concessions did not appease the ‘\indignant Rdjpits, and
all R4jpttdna, until the end of the reign, was In a state of perpetual



olt. But for his poll-tax, and his interference with their inborn sense of

This lepaily of she Réipts. ali- ‘honour, Aurangzéb might have employed the
enated for ever by the ieligions Rdjpits in the conquest of the Dekhan, as
e his father and grand-father had employed
them in Afghdnistan and Central Asia. As it was, he alienated them for
ever. No Réjpit would stir a finger to help the Mughal. The Dekhan
had to be subdued without their aid, and in the religious persecutions
which had caused their revolt, two new nations sprang into existence—
the Mahrattas and the Sikhs, both of which were soon after destined to
subdue their Muhammadan oppressors,

The break up of the Mughal Empire began in 1707, shortly after the
death of Aurangzéb. Provincial governors and feudatory states assertéd
their independence, and in the general dis-
‘memberment of their dominions, the Delhi
Emperors became mere puppets in the hands of a Mahratta confederacy.
By 1772, the Mahrattas had occupied Delhi, and subdued the greater part
of Northern India, including some portions of the Punjab. ‘

Decay of the Mughal Empire.

While the crumbling authority of the Emperors was being directed
with barbarous cruelty against the Sikhs, the princes of Réjpitdna were

shaking off the Mughal yoke. By 1715 they were practically free, and
The Réjpits shake off the bad commenced to ravage the territories of

Mughal yoke, 1715. their old oppressors, raiding to the very
gates of Dehli.

Throughout the early part of the eighteenth century Réjpitdna was
desolated by civil wars. Taking advantage of these disputes, the Mah-
rattas established themselves at Ajmere, from which they levied tribute

The Mabratias establish them. from all the Rdjpdt States and fostered dis-
selves in Réjpdtdna. putes which furnished them with 4 pretext to
scour the country for plunder. The lands were left uncultivated, trade
languished, and through the weakening of the authority of their princess,
the Réjpdt nobles became insolent and unruly, To counteract the turbu-
lence of their vassals, the Réjas began to entertain corps of foreign mers

The princes of Réjpiténa raise Cenaries consisting of Arabs, Sindis, Rohillas,
dofps of mercendries a8 a_check - 5p4d Hindustdnis, who at a later pericd degene-
against the turbulenc_g of their : 5 ) ; j
nobles. rated into Pifiddris, or bands of independent
marauders. ¢ These hired companies wére entirely composed of infantry,
and were partially drilled and disciplined. They received. their orders
direct from the Réja or his officers of State, by whom they were entrusted
with the performance of all important duties. They scon forméd a com-
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te barrier between the princes and their subjects, and became objeets

of jealousy and strife.” &

Meanwhile the growing power of the Jits and Mahrattas compelled the
Réjpit chieftains to form a league against them, for the preservation of their
political existence. In 1787 the Rdjas of Marwar and Jeypore ’gu'ﬁf‘éﬁ

The Réjpits defeat the Mah- their forces,and met the Mahrattas at Tonga,
R8s where a decisive action took place. Despis-
ing discipline, the R4jpdt horsemen charged through the battalions of De
Boigne,* sabred his artillerymen, and forced Scindia to seek refuge in flight.
The Mahrattas, however, were not long in repairing this loss. In 1701 De
" Boigne collected a powerful force and a numeérous artillery, and iiet the

De Boigne defeats the Réjpdts R4jpitsat Pattan and Mairtd, on the nortHert
at Pattan and Mairta, 1791, border of Jeypdre. In these S‘angl'x‘?nai‘y ac-
tions Rdjpdt courage was heroically but fruitlessly displayed against
European tactics and discipling; they were utterly defeated, and com-
pelled to restore Ajmere to the Mahrattas, besides paying them 4n indém-
nity of 6o lakhs. i

From 1795 to 1305 the Mahrattas were at war with the British, by
whom they were crushingly defeated ; but from 1805 to 1815, while the
latter were engaged in a struggle with Napoleon, Réjpdténa was aban-
doned to the Mahrattas, and independent bands of foreign mercenaries,'
whose leaders founded principalitiest and assumed the titles of Ré}a ~and \ ‘
Nawdb. Hosts of these marauders under the name of Pinddris settled in

Réjptténa is overrun by bands Mélw.a’ whence they I_)]l‘?nflered fh_e WhOIe. Of
of Pinddris until their dispersion R4jpttdna and the adjoining British districts.
Rk In 1817, two British armies entered Mélwa
for the purpose of exterminating these freebooters. M?‘I’:’Y of (hemﬁéli‘h
slain ; some perished in the jungles ; while others surrendered and setthed
down as peaceful cultivators. In 1818 the Mahratta power was ﬁ_na{jy

The Réjpit princes acknow- CrUShe.d’ and pRS&R. ey “restored o In‘h?’
ledge the British supremacy. The REjpits were delivered from then;
oppressors, and their princes became feudatorics of the British .ivhony
they have served ever since with the same loyalty and good faith as

o

* The Comte de Boigne was a Savoyard and had served in !Bg French,(R}xsslian, ind ndlan
Ainiiés.h He was an ablégadrﬂinistmtor),'and raised an éfficierit and well-équipped arniy fot hi§
patron Scindia, which was composed of Afghdns, Rohillas, Hindustdnis, and Mahrattas, com-
mandéd and drilled by Europeans.—Annals of Réjasthan—7od. ;

¥ The prinkipal Pinddri leadds wa§ Aliir Khdn whe dt one time maintiined g2 Bﬂtﬁhqﬁ'
of infantry, ¥50 guns, and a large force of Pathan cavalry. He afterwards c;\m%t’ j’m&fl'ﬁ\
the British Government, which allowed him to rétain the small prifcipality of Tomk in i
tasd’ with thie tithe of Nawéd; on his disbanding his troops, and'giving wp his attillery:

3
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dcterised their relations with Akbar and Shah Jahédn., The organiza-

tion of Imperial Service Troops has now enabled the princes of Réjpitdna
* to render to the suzerain power that military

Imperial Service Troops. ; : .
service which won such renown for their

ancestors, and is so thoroughly in accord with the martial traditions of
their race. ;

Such, briefly, is the history of the R4jpit race. If much has been said
and but little regarding the Punjib and Hindustén,

it must be remembered that it was only in Réjpitina and the Kangra Hills

that the Réjpits preserved their nationality and freedom: °

Upper India, and more especially the Punjdb, has from time

borne the first shock of each wave of invasion from the. north.
the fanatical hordes of -Pathdns and Mughals generally succeeded in
forcing their religion on the Hindu princes and warriors whose territories
e f‘o-r tl;‘e Sk st darkiicn " they conquered. For this reason the Rdjpits
of Musalmén Rajpits in the” -of the Punjdb nearly all accepted Isldm, and
\ o, gl those who preserved the faith of their fathers
were either the inhabitants of remote districts, like the Jummoo and Kangra
Hills, where natural obstacles separdfed them from the tracks of invaders,
or of the southern and eastern portions of the province, where they were

more or less prot’eétgd by the powerfu] principalities of Réjpitdna.

In Hindust4n, -after the capture of Kanouj and Benares by Muhammad
Ghori in 1194, the centre of Réjpit inflience was shifted from the banks
of the Ganges to the borders of the Bikaneer desert. The remnants of the
‘principal ‘clans sought refuge in R4jptténa and the Dodb, A few
~humbled and dispirited, retained their former possessions by abject

SR ah & e Miubwratiden submission to their conquerors. Others, scorn-
conquest on the R&jpGts of Hin- ing to remain as servants where they had
dustén, ’ :

: | formerly been rulers, fled across the Ganges
into Oudh, which was then an unknown country, covered with im-
penetrable, forests and jungles. .In course of time these scattered colonies
developed into separate clans, and many strengthened thcir,'positio'n by
absorbing the aboriginal races which they had subdged. The history
of these R4jpdt colonies is dimly preserved in their tribal legends, which
form a vague record of fights with aborigines, struggles among themselves;,
and otcasional reyolts against the Mubammadan Governors. In “the 16th
and 17th centurizs the number of these clans was increased by the i‘mmigra-
tion of adventurers from Rdjpdtana, upen whom the Delhi Emperors had
bestowed grants of land, in recognition of their military services. In course
" of time, though hating the Muhammadans as aliens in race and religion, the

immemorial
There



R#jptit chiefs accepted the fact that employment under the Emperors was
the source of all honours and rewards, and as a natural consequence we find
that from about the 17th century bands of Purbiah* Rdjpits wert largely

employed as mercenaries in most of the Mughal armies, The nature of their* .

service, however, was essentially different from that of their brethren of
R e Réjpdtdna. ' The latter served .the Mughals
S e o e Wlghile: 5 mIOTRI A5 allies than as feudatories, each Rédja
f}{etg@éi‘;éitgu;? gin%i[);;.é“ and leaclling his own contingent, over which he ex-
ercised supreme and unquestioned authority.

The position of the Purbiah Réjpdts was one of greater dependence. The
~ tribal organization was no doubt preserved, but the clans, besides being
smaller and of minor political importance, were generally employed by one
of the Mansabdars, or great Muhammadan nobles, their service being to
them rather than to the Mughal Emperors. Intrigues-at the Delhi Court
caused constant changes in the personnel of provincial governments, and
the Purbiah Réjpits, unbound by any considerations but their own interests,
naturally shifted their allegiance from one employer to another, each tribal
chief acting according to his own inclination and judgment, The Réjpits
of Hindust4n were thus accustomed to mercenary service long before the
arrival of European settlers in India, and when the anarchy which ensued
on the breaking up of the Mughal Empire compelled the latter to raise
troops for the protection of their ports and factories, they were among
the first to seek. employment in their armies.
were unorganized, each man providing his own weapons and equipment.
The idea of giving them discipline originated with the French, but other
nations and the Native Princes were not slow to follow their example, and
by the middle of the 18th century the Madras and Bombay settlements
possessed . a considerable force of well-trained- fopassest and sepoyst

armed, drilled, and equipped like Europeans.

alcutta in 1757 from Suraj-ud-Dowla, it was

After the re-capture of C :
n that year Clive raised

decided to form a similar force in Bengal, and early i
the 15t Regiment of Bengal Native Infantry,

Raising of native troops 1In ; '
long known as the Zdl Paltun,§ because it

Bengal.
was the first native corps to be dressed in red.

—,

* The Réiplits of RéjpGtdna are sometimes called Dési Réjpits to distinguish. them ‘am
more often called Chhatris ox

the eastern or Purbjah Ré4jpits who, among themselves, are more of
holder or petty chieftain,

Thékurs. In Rajpiitina a Thakur isa Rdjpit land
<3 : U native Christians, enlisted by the East

+ Topasses were Portuguese half-castes and
India Company, and so called because they wore topis ot hats. :
i word sipahi, ‘dscldier” Tn the French Avmy

1 Sepoy is & corcuption of the Hindustini wor | ]
native soldiers are still called spakis, n term which is clearly of Indian origiu.
§ The word pultun is a corruption of the French peloton ‘o squud.

2 Q

At first these levied \
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“Nearly all the warlike races of Northern India were represented in the
new battalions, for owing to the Muhammadan conquest of Bengal the

Co,,,ﬁh;ﬁo,, of the corps first 1OWer provinces were overrun by bands of
raised in Bengal. military adventurers from Oudh, the Punjéb,
and even from beyond the Indus. It was from men of this stamp that
Clive selected his first recruits, and in the corps raised at this time near
Calcutta were to be found Pathins, Rohillas, Jats, R4jpdts, and Brdhmans.
The majority of the men, however, were Musalmans, but as most of
our early campaigns were directed against Muhammadan princes, it was
considered expedient to gradually replace them by Hindus. It thus came
about that the ranks of the Bengal regiments were filled almost entirely
by Rdjpdts and Brdhmans from Bebar, Oudh, and the Do4b, until our
military service became practically the monopoly of these classes. The
Réjpits of these districts were for the most part merzenaries, willing to
enter the service of any leader, in any cause, provided they were fairly
treated and regularly paid. For this reason, service under the British
colours was peculiarly attractive. The East India Company gave high pay

Causes which led to the enlist.  20d liberal pensions, their forces were almost
ment of R4jpdts and other classes  invariably victorious; and though European
oi MEe e%ste Hingus. discipline was stricter than that to which they
had been previously accustomed, the R4jpits were quick to recognize its
value in the field, and the immense advantage which it conferred on the
British armies over the unorganized rabbles of the native princes. Qther
reasons tended to encourage the enlistment of high caste Hindus. They
were docile and quick to learn their drill, while their natural cleanliness, fine
physique, and soldierly bearing, made them more popular with the majority
of their officers than the truculent Muhsmmadans to whom pipeclay and
discipline were abhorrent,.

Rdjpits have served in our ranks from Plassey to the present day.
They have taken part ip almost every campaign undertaken by the Indian
armies. Under Forde they defeated the French at Condore, Under Monro
at Buzar they routed the forces of the Nawdb of Oudh. Under Lake they
took part in the brilliant series of victories which destroyed the power of

‘Mahrattas, The and Battalion of the 15th Native Infantry,* the oldest of cur
Rdjpit regiments, took part in every action of this éampaign, and carries,
to this day, an honorary standard bearing the words ‘Lake and Victory’
granted “for distinguished service. An interesting anecdote may here be
given to illustrate the esprit de corps and devotion of the R&jpit soldier.
“ At the figst siege of Bhurtpur in 1803, this fegiment behaved with cons-

e e e b e et =

® Now tie 20d (Queen’s Own) Bengal Light lofantry. |
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uous gallantry, Their colours had been planted on one of the bastiéx:s, ‘
and before the regiment was recalléd, had

¥ The esprit de corps of these heen completely riddled with shot, On the
asses,

occasion of new ones being presented, an order
was given to burn the old ones; before the order could be accomplished,
however, the sepoys tore the fragments into ribands. The circumstance '
was thought little of at the time, and was soon forgotten, but at the 2nd siege -
of Bhurtpur in 1824, the regiment was again employed, and for a second
time after an interval of 20 years, ascended *“its imminent and deadly
breach,” Just as the hour of danger arrived, a shred of the old colours,
which had been carefully preserved as a sacred relic, was produced and tied
round the new ones, and a solemn vow uttered by each sepoy that he would
do his utmost to earn, when fighting round the new colours, as high a re-
putation as his predecessors, who had fallen in defending the old ones.”#

"The troops selected for the conguest of Java in 1814 included a
division of Bengal troops. It was composed of volunteers from every
. Their readiness for foreign ser- regiment and was a remarkably fine bOdy of
vice. men. Bengal sepoys are mostly Réjpiits, who
next to Brdhmans, are. of the highest caste of Hindus, To those there-
fore who are unacquainted with their religious prejudices, and the conge-
quent hardships and privations they endure on boardship, it is surprising
to see them come forward to make such sacrifices when not bound to do
so by the conditions of their enlistment.t There cannot be a stronger
proof of their attachment to the service.”

Rdjpits took part in the Nepal campaign and in the victories and dis-
asters of the first Afghan War, including the defence and relief of Jaldlabad,
Referring to their behaviour in the battle which took place in 1841, outside
the ramparts of Kandahar, General Nott wrote as follows —* Qur troops
carried the enemy's positions in gallant style:
it was the finest thing I ever saw, These
8,000 Afghdns could not stand our 1,200 men for an hour; and yet the ery
of all the Press is that our sepoys cannot cope with Pathdns, [ would at
any time lead 1,000 Bengal sepoys against 5,000 Afghédns.”

The gallantry in Afghénistan,

In the Sikh Wars, Réjpiits helped us to win the Punjéb, The bearing’
of the 33rd, 47th, and soth Native Infantry} in the battle of Sobraon is thus
described ;— Moving at a firm, steady pace, these regiments never fired a
shot till they had passed the barriers opposed tothem ; they advanced rapidly

e i

e —— e e e

* Asiatic Register, 1839,
1 Native troops were not enlisted for general service until 1856,
% Now the 4th, 7th and Stk Rajputs,



: ol

to the attack of the enemiies’ batteries, entered the fortified position after a
PR sty i the STkt Wars: sev.ere struggle, and sweeping through-the in-
terior of the camp, drove the Sikhs in confu-
sion before them.”* After the battle of Chillianwalla, on the 13th January
1849, the 7oth Native Infantryf was complimented by Lord Gough for its
valour in recapturing the colours of the 56th Native Infantry which had
fallen into tke hands of the enemy. At Gujrat the regiment captured 3
Sikh standards, and again greatly distinguished itself.

In 1857 the great bulk of the Bengal Army, forgetful of the glorious
traditions of a century of eplendid service, forswore their allegiance, and
broke into open revolt, It would here be out of place to discuss the

) political and other circumstances which led
. The Mutiny. J ;
to the Mutiny, but mention must be made
of the heroic devotion of the faithful few ¢ who remained true to their
colours at a time when the overthrow of the British dominion in India

appeared to be almost inevitable.”
The native troops of the gallant garrison which defended the Residen-
cy at Lucknow was composed of some Sikhs and the loyal remnants of the
13th, 48th, and 7rst Native Infantry, whose conduct is thus referred to by Sir
William Inglis :— It is difficult to praise too highly the fidelity and gallantry
of these men, They were exposed toa most galling, fire of round shot
usketry which materially decreased their numbers. They were
so near the enemy that conversation could
be carried on between them; and every

effort, persuasion, promise, and threat, was alterxlat,é_ly resorted to, in
vain, to seduce them from their allegiance. They vied with their
European comrades in the work of the trenches, in the ardour of their
and in their resolution to defend to the last the -spot of ground
1t 1f further proofs were wanted of their staunch and
loyal conduct, it may be mentioned that “the casualties among the native
soldiers of the Lupknow garvison amounted to more than ‘their . . whole
strength, owing to the number thet were wounded more than once.”§
On the raising of the siege, the gallant survivors of this faithful  ,band
were formed into a corps called the Regiment of Lucknow,|| in which
Hindusténis of all castes were represented, the R4jpits, however, prepon-

derating,

e Historical Records of the Bengal Army ~~Cardew.
+ Now the rrth Bengal Infantry.

1 History of the Indian Mutiny-—Kaye and Malieson,
§ Luckoow and Oudh in the Mutiny~McLsod Innes.

| Now the :6th Bengai Infantry,

and m

Gallantry and fidelity in defence
of the Lucknow Residency.

courage,
assigned to them.

St
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< During the Mutiny, the 7oth Native Infantry* stationed at Barrackpur,
volunteered for service against the revolted regiments. They received
the thanks of the Governor-General for their loyalty, but were not sent at
once against the enemy. The Calcutta Press of the time having hinted that
the regiment had not volunteered in good faith, the men begged to be sent

Loyal regiments volenteer for to China, and their offer was shortly after-
service in China. wards accepted. Two other Bengal battal-
ions, the 47tht and the 65th,T having followed the example of the 7oth, the
three corps were formed into an Indian Brigade and were employed at
Hongkong, Canton, and other places, where they gained a high reputation

for steadiness and exemplary conduct, o
.

In the Afghdn War of 1878-80, the Hindustdni regiments were mostly
employed on the lines of communication. Among them the 11th Bengal

Infantry specially distinguished itself by the successful defence of Ali Khel
against a large force of Musazai tribesmen.

The znd Afghd ; : : . .
S D g The soldier-like bearing of the regiment
during this action, and the steadiness of all ranks under fire, was

favourably noticed in despatches.]

The Riéjpits who took part in the Egyptian Campaign of 1882, includ-
ing the battle of Tel-el-Kebir, were mostly in the ranks of the yth Bengal
“The regiment formed part of the Indian Contingent which
wn on the 13th September 1882, along the southern bank
J ; of the freshwater canal, and carried the
RS Rey Canerien, 1059 enemy's batteries on that flank at the point

Infantry.
advanced at da

of the bayonet. After the action the regiment was ordered to Zagazig,
which was reached after a most arduous march. The battalion had been
under arms for 17 hours and had covered 27 miles, besides taking part in

a general action.”’{

The last important campaign in which Réjpits had an opportunity of
showing their mettle, was the Burmese War of 1885. At Minhla while the
2nd Bengal Infantry turned the enemy's right flank, the 1ith Bengal

Infantry gallantly broke through a thorny screen, fore over the entrench-
ments and breastwork of carts and bambaos

T which concealed the enemy; and dislodged
them from the village of Yima. The column then advanced against the
~ Minhia fort, which was carried with the greatest gallantry. The thanks

* Now the r1th R4jplts,
1 Now the gth Réjpits and roth Jits,
't Historical Records of the Bengal Army.=Cardew. *
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Major-General Prendergast, €.B., V.C., were communicated to both
regiments in the following words:—“Convey to the officers and men of
the 2nd and 11th Bengal Infantry my great satisfaction at their gallant
conduct in thé action fought to-day. The brilliant leading of the officers
and the dashing onslaught of the men prevailed against the undisciplined
bravery of the Buarmans, who broke and fled, leaving six guns as trophies
to the victors. The 11th Bengal Infantry bore the brunt of the contest.”#*

Under the present organization of the Hindustdni infantry. into class
regiments, a great impetus has been given to espr:¢ de race. To each’
regiment is now entrusted the military reputation of the class which it
represents, and in this we have a moral factor which cannot fail to be a

, \ powetful incentive to efficiency. To no class

General observations. p :

are these observations more applicable than
the Réjpits. Soldiers by tradition, and taught by their religion to regard
the profession of arms as their legitimate occupation, they form a military
caste which shonld hold its own, and bear favourable comparison with the
most warlike of the races now serving under our colours

* Historical Records of the Bengal Army. -——Cardeu



CHAPTER II

CLASSIFICATION AND GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION.

As has already been noticed in Chapter I, the Kshatriyas or Réjputs
were priniarily divided into two great nations—the Su7ya or Solarrace
of Ajudhya, and the ¥ddu or Lunar race of Delhi and Hastinapur. The
mythical ancestor of the former was Rdma, and from his two eldest sons,
Lava and Kish, are descended the reigning families of Meywar, Jeypore,
Marwar, and Bikaneer, The founder of the
Yddu race was Krishna, and from him are
sprung the rulers of Jeysalmere and many of
the petty principalities of Kutch and Kattiawar. The four Agnicular¥®
or fire tribes which were absorbed into the Kshatriya order about the
8th century, are generally considered to have been ™ Scythian invaders
who sided with the Brdhmans in their struggles against the Bactriang
and Buddhists, and whose warlike merits, timely -aid, and sub-
sequent conformity to Hinduism, secured their recognition as Réjputs,
and got them enrolled as ‘fire-born,’ in contradlstmctlon to those who
claimed the sun and moon as their ancestors.”{ '

The triple division of Solar, Lunar, and Agnicular Rédjpits was
subsequently changed by secessions and subdivisions, into numerous
clans and septs, of which thirty-six were called “royal,” and singled out
for special distinction on account of their power and numbers. Of
these many no longer exist, and in the following list their names are
shown in italics, in order to distinguish them from those, whose repre-
sentatives are still to be found. f

The thirty-six Royal Races,

Primary division of the Réjpfts
into Solar, Lunar, and Agnicular
tribes.

Surya or Solar race. | Chaldk or Solanki, { Gohil. Séngarh.
Sém or Lunar race. | Parihdra, Jaitwaror Kamari, | Sakarwar,
Géhlot or Grahilot, Chawiira. Silaz, Bais.,
Yédu, Indu, J&du or | Tak or Takshak. | Sarwaiya. Dahia,
Jédon. | ]
Tudr or Ténwar, Jit, Gét, or Jét. Dabi. g Johya.
Rithor, Hdn-or Hin. Gaur, ‘Mohil,
Kachwiha. Katti. Dot or Doda. ‘Nikumpa,
Praméra or Péawar. | Balla. Gaharwil, Rdjpdli.-
Chauhédn, ]halbla. Bargﬁjar | Dakima,
i ‘ﬁre and Ftha ) a race.”
‘ gl "“} i{i; >
i { v
i
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“ Scattered over Northern India are numerous clans of Réjpits
more or less connected with the royal races which from intermarriage
- with them and with one another, and also by reason of local association,
have established for themselves the position of separate tribes bearing -
The Rajpiits of Oudh and the their own distinctive names. Such as can
North-West Provinces. trace their R4jpidt lineage -and. are of
undoubted purity of descent are recognized as belonging to the great
Kshatriya brotherhood, and frequently intermarry with the ancient
houses ;”* on the other hand certain clans of Oudh and the North-West
‘Provinces which are probably connected with aboriginal races are looked
down on by the blue-blooded Rdjpiits of Réjasthdn, who regard them
as spurious, and thus practically disown them. :

¢ The natural feeling of a Hindu is to yield feudal obedience and

in return to receive protection from his natural lord or leader, and the
latter, according to Aryan usage, must be'a Rijpit. In ancient India
every man was necessarily a soldier, and every soldier was according to
Mk oflgis of the. Kshatciyas. the Védas a KsllaFrly.a'. Such a thing as a
Brdhman or Ahir king was an utter

anomaly, and if by chance or by force any low-caste man succeeded in
rising to power, a fabulous Réjpit origin was at once devised for him,
and his descendants admitted into the soldier brotherhood. Several
foreign elements were thus united to form the Chhatri caste, and the

profession of arms, with its absorbing passions, welded them into one

race,’ T

The R4jpits of Oudh and the eastern portion of the North-West
Provinces may be divided into three classes—

. (1) Clans such as the Bisén, Gaharwdr, and Chandél whose
settlements date from the prehistoric period, when a Solar
dynasty ruled over Ajudhya.

(2) Those descended from clans. which after their defeat by
the Musalmans under the Ghoris in Upper India, fled into
the terra incognita across the Ganges, where hidden

Origin of the 7
Eastern or by forests and jungles, they soughi refuge from the
nglm'm vengeance of their conquerors. These settlements were all

made from about 1200 to 1450, and are represented by the
Chauhdns, Dikhits, Raikhwdrs, Fanwdrs and Gautams.

# (Gazetteer of Qudh.
+ Hindu Tribes and Castes,~Shersing.



27
(3) Those descended from bands of adventurers or single leadcijs
who as time went. on entered the service ' of -the Delhi

L

Emperors and acquired ‘tracts of country either by direct -

grants from their rulers, or by the sword. These colonies,
which are comparatively recent, were mostly established

- from 1415 to 1700, and are represented by the Séngars,
Gdhlots, Gaurs, and Parihars.*

When the fall of Kanouj in 1194 shifted the centre of Rajpit -

influence from the banks of the Ganges to Réjpidténa, the scattered
e e ~ whoafterwards joined them, frequently con-
tracted irregular alliances with the women of non-Aryan races
in their midst. They thus lost the purity of their race, and only retained
their status as Kshatriyas by the connivance and good will of the
Brédhmans, who thereby obtained an influence and a hold on them, which
survives to the present day. *

The attraction of numerous aboriginal chiefs into the fold of

Réjpits who remained, and the colonists

Hinduism by the subtlety and adaptiveness of the Brdbmans, led to a.
further admixture of the Réjpidt races. “The Br4hmans found the

natives illiterate and without faith, but fierce and proud. They saw
L L e e Rshatiiva that the barbarians had vacant minds
rank on the aboriginal chieftains ready to receive their doctrines, but spirits
who accept Hinduism,
not apt to stoop to degradation, and they
acted accordingly. To the earliest and most distinguished of their
converts they communicated, in defiance of {heir creed, the lofty rank and
honours of the Kehatriya ; while to the rank and file of their followers
suitable positions were allotted in the innumerable subdivisibns of the
Sudra”t Clans of this lineage can generally be traced by their names,
which are often identical with those of hunting and pastoral races such
as the Barwdr, Khangar, Gijar, Chamdr-Gaur, Domwar, WNigbansi,
and Baheliya. v

The ranks of the Kshatriyas were also ree’rmted from another Viis

source. Bréhmans, like their Réjpdt neighbours, occasxonally condes=
cended to ally themselves with the women of low-caste tribes. In

theory the progeny of such malalliances were outcasts, but in ‘practice "

# Ethnogrephical Handbook fot the Norths Weést Provinces and Oudh.—-Croob.
% Essays on the Lnuguages, ete., of Nepali==Brign Hodgson, . :
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he” Bréhman father, in utter defiance of Hindu usage, often bestowed

The ranks of the Réjpits re- Upon his bastard offspring, the rank of the
cruited by bastard Bréhmans. second order of Hinduism. Thus from the
illegitimate p_rbgeny of Brihmans sprang several of the Réjpit tribes
of Oudh such as the Kankpyria, Bandhalgoti, and Chaupat Khamb.

The two processes above described were repeated in Nepal
- in the 12th century, and are still going on, as in the case of
the Khasiyas of the hills, and the Singrauli Rdja of Mirzapur, who
within the present generation has developed from an aboriginal X/%arwdr
into a Bénbans Réjpat. Sleeman,* writing in 1842, states that “ Pdsis
became Réjpits by giving their daughters to Ponwdrs and other Réjpit
clans, when by robbery and murder they had acquired wealth and landed
property. “These Pdsist call themselves Rdwats and are considered to
be Réjpits since they have acquired landed possessions by the ruin of
the old proprietors.”

As has already been noticed, the term Réjpit is more a social than
an ethnic one, and the Réjpits are really descended from a number of
tribes of various stock and origin, some Aryan, some Scythian, and some
aboriginal, which on accepting the supremacy of the Brihmans were

The constitation of the Réjpat accorded the second place in the hierarchy
rage. of Hindu rank. They are moreover often
derived from congeries of various races which, from being collected
under the leadership of a Chhatri warrior, were granted a tribal name,
and in eourse of time borrowed the pedigree of their founder, as a con-
venient explanation of their lineage.

Taking the Réjpits as a whole, those of the west rank higher than
those -of the east: Their well known proverb ““Purad ki bété aur
pachhim ka béta,” indicates the common
custom among them of marrying, their
daughters to members of western clans ranking higher than them-
selves. Thus the Oudh Réjpits look down on the Thékérs of. Behar,
and acknowledge the Mainpuri Chauhdns, Bhadauriyas, and Réihors
as their superiors ; while these in their turn look up to their brethren
in Rdjpitdna as ranking above them in the social scale,

Rank among RAjpits,

%4 A Journey through the Kingdom of Qudh.”

f Pdsis are a tribe of agriculturists, toddy makers, watchmen, and thieyes; They were
at one time robbera by profession, and were formerly Zhugs and poisoners as
well. Previous io the annexation of Oudh the great Rdjpit landlerds maintained large
gangs of Pdsis to fight the revenue authoritiesand plunder their neighbours. They were all
srmed with bows and arrows, and gave considerable tiouble in the Mutiny,



It will be seen from the two maps at the end of this volume that
the Réjpiit recruiting ground extends from
the Himalayas in the north to the Vindhyas
and Nerbudda in the south; and from Guzerat, Bikaneer and. the
Sutlej on the west, to the Séne and Behar on the east. . This vast tract
may be conveniently divided into two areas separated by the Jumna and
the Chambal rivers—

Geographical distribution.

Area I is occupied by the Dési or Western Rdjpits and includes
portions of the Punjdb, the whole of Rdjpdtdna, Guzerat,
Kattiawar and Kutch.*

Area Il is occupied by the Purbizk, or Eastern R&jpits, and
includes the whole of Hindust4n, 7.e.; the North-West Pro-
vinces, Oudh, Behar, and the Gwalio‘r and ‘Rewah States.

Many Réjpit tribes are found in both of these areas, but some are
peculiar to one or the other. In the following pages ‘will be found a
short account of each of the principal clans, which for convenience of
reference have butn described in alphabetical order. Map 1 indi-
cates the geographical distribution of the Western Rdjpits inhab-
iting Area I: Map 2 that of the Eastern Réjpits included in Area 1.
An index number is allotted to each clan by which its location may
easily be traced.

As explained in Chapter IV, the establishment of messes among
certain classes of Réjpits, depends almost entirely upon the social
relations of the septs to which they belong. Members of clans which
habitually intermarry, will also, as a general rule, eat at the same chania
or cooking place; for this reason it has been considered advisable to
include a table of marriages in the account given of each clan.

AHBAN,

Shown in map as 1,
The name of this clan is derived from the Sanskrit qks a snake.
The claii elaims to bé the oldest in Oudh, and to be descended from two
brothers of the Chawura clan called Gopj

‘ *and Sopi, who came from Anhalwarra
, Patt;»n, on a pilgrimage to Gya, early in the first century,

’

dentnonal origin.

hd Guzerat, Kattiawar and Kutch are howeveér not included in the coloured pomon on
the map although belongmg to thxs area, they fursish-no recruits for the ariy.
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The Chawnras of Shaurastra or Guzerat belonged néither to the
Solar nor Lunar race, and it is consequently supposed that they must
have been Scythians. They must have been established in India at a
very remote period, for we find that the GdA/d¢s intermarried with them
while they were rulers of Balabhi. Their capital was at Deobander,
pear Somnath on the coast of Kattiawar., It is probable that the Oudh
colony founded in the 1st century by Sopi and Gopi, was reinforced by
refugees from Anhalwarra Pattan on the destruction of that city in 1298
by Ald-ud-din Khilji. The two A/kban brothers settled at Gopamau
and Bhurwéra in the Kheri district, and were powerful land-owners
during the reigns of Humayun and Akbar. A branch of the family was
converted to Isldm towards the end of the 15th century, by a
Mubammadan saint called Kéla Pahdr. Akbdans are noted for their
willingness to deceive, and the ease with which they are deceived them-
selves. The cunning, treachery, and
sluggishness of the clan is proverbial, In
the unsettled times which preceded the British dominion, they were
famed for their ill luck, which arose from the fact that they always hesi-
tated about taking sides in civil wars till the contest was almost decided,
and then invariably took the wrong one. At the battle of Buxar in 1764,
the Akban Réja Méan Singh having delayed to join his sovereign till it was
too late, presumed to oppose the march of the victorious English by his
raw levies. At the first charge his men fled, the R4ja tumbled off his
horse, and was bayonetted by a British soldier. At the annexation of
Oudh, Réja Lone Singh Ahban was treated with marked -generosity,
which was repaid by the blackest ingratitude. He was tried after the
Mutiny for selling the British fugitives from Shahjahanpur to the
rebel Government for Rs. 8,000, and was sentenced to transportation for
life, and forfeiture of his estates. z

History.

The Akban clan is peculiar to Oudh, It has a male population of
3,000, 'found chiefly in the Hardoi and

hical distribution. ey ¢
Geographical distribution Kheri districts.

The Ahbans haye a tribal divinity called Addnu who is supposed
to have assisted the brothers Gopi and Sopi. The Muhammadan
Ahbans dine on the same floor as their
Hindu brethren, but a line is drawn to
separate the former from the latter.

The Ahbans are divided into two septsem
Treiba divisions, | Atbans proper. | Kuawac Akbans.

Reéligion,



Give their daughtersto  ° Take wives from
: : s

Rathor. ok Gaharwar.
Kachwéha, Chandel.
Chauhén. ‘ 4 Raikwar.
Ponwar. Janwir.
Katheriya. Gaur.
Gautam, Sombansi.
Béchal. Dhékre.

ahe ) Chamar-Gaur, Nikumbh,

" Sakarwar. .
Sémbansi.
Dhékre.
Nikumbh.
" AMETHIYA.

ol e Map as 2.

The title of this clan is derived from the name of a village in the
Lucknow district called Améthi. They are generally supposed to be
a sept of the Chamar-Gaurs (q. v.), a tradition which they preserve
by the worship of the »dnps or curriers scraper. The clan is supposed
to have been originally settled at Kalinjar in Bundelkhund, whence they
' emigrated into Oudh, under Raip4l Singh,
about the time of Tamerlane’s invasion,
His descendants say that he was sent by the Delhi Emperor to suppress
a.rebellion in Oudh, and that he defeated and slew Balbhadra Sén, and
a number of his Bisén followers. Raipdl Singh who was wounded in the
shoulder by a musket ball, was recompensed by a * 24i/a¢ and the title
of Réja of Améthi. Towards the end of the 12th century three Ame-
thiya brothers, named Dingur S&h, R4m Singh, and Lohang, led their
clan from Améthi to Jugdispur, and drove out the Musalméas from
their villages. = The clan is divided into two branches—the Améthiyas of
Kumhrdwén in- Rai Bareli, and the Améthiyas of Unsdri in Baras

Traditional origin and history.

* A khilas is a dress of honony.

L,
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The latter, though the junior of the two, seems to have always e
been the most important. The heads of the clan are the Réjas of
Kumhréwén and Unséri. :

Améthiyas are found in the Gorakhpur, Rai Bareli, and Bara-
: Banki districts of Oudh and the North-
West Provinces, and have a male popula-

Geographical distribution.

tion of 5,000.
The principal deity of the Améthiyas is

Religion,
Durga. They are of the Bharaddwdj
gotra. .
Améthiyas contract marriages with R4jpits of the following
clans :=—

Give their daughters to Take wives from

Tilékchand Bais. Bhalé Sultén,
Chauhén. 1 Kalhans,
Bhadauriya. Janwée.
Kachwéha, Kénhpuriya,
[ "
J4dén. . \ Gautams
Béndhalgoti.
Sémbansi.

Sérajbansi.

BACHHALs

Shown in map as 3.
The title of this clan is said to be derived, from &dckhna ‘ to distri-
The Béchhals are said to be of the Chandrabansi or Lunar race,
descent from a mythical personage called Réja Véna, Their
nts were in Rohilkhund, where they were the dominang
when the Muhammadans and Katheriys Réjpits in:
and drove them into the jungles. It has been
_ suggested that the founder of the clan “was
Praditional origin and histoV*  Rigja Bairat of Barkhar in the Kheri dis-
4 to have entertained the five Panddvas* during their exile

bute.’
and claim
earliest settleme
race until 1174,
vaded their territories,

trict, whe is sa PGS AT .
from Hastinapur. The P““‘“P"11 lnC“':‘e“t of their sojourn was the pas-
sion conceived by Kichakd; the ‘f’ffflf_‘i‘:fi'_lf“’“ of the R4ja, for Drapaudi

; d Kawrdvas, seions of T 3 . §
# T fouts of ioe Pandduas 318 KoM oL hrae PGt face inhabiting the  {

peighbourhood of Delhi, are descr

i

b
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" beautiful wife of the Panddva brothers, After being insulted by
Kichaka, Drapaudi appealed for protection to Bhim, the strongest: of
her five husbands. The latter had a tremendous fight with the former,
and after defeating him, pounded his body into pieces and kneaded it
into a ball, in order that it might be thought that the deed was the work
of a demon. It is curious to note that the Pharoahs of Egypt were con-
temporaries of this Rdja Bairat. The Bdchhals of these early times
were an enterprizing race, and constructed several canals, of which
traces can be found to the present day. When the Muhammadans
assisted by the treacherous Kat/keriyas had driven the Bdchhals across
the Deoha river in Pillibhit, the latter made a successful stand, and
managed to retain a small territory between that river and the forests
of the Zarai. 1In the last great fight with their enemies, the twelve
principal Bdchhal Rénas were slain, but one of their wives, who was preg-
nant, escaped, and from her son was descended Chh4bi Singh, a celebrated
robber chief, who established himself at Nagohi, in the Shahjahanpur dis-
trict, about the time of Akbar. An attack on the escort of a lady of the
Emperor’s household attracted the notice of that monarch, and caused
him to issue orders for Chhdbi Singh’s apprehension. The Réjpit,
however, succeeded in conciliating the Mughal, and was-given a jdghsr
of the whole of the lands he occupied. In the reign of Sh4h Jahdn, a
Biéchhal chief was employed by the Emperor in quelling an insurrection
in Médnikpur. He defeated the rebels, and returning rapidly to Delhi,
entered the presence with his clothes covered with blood. The court-
iers were shocked at the R4jpdt’s want of manners, but the Emperor,
taking no notice of the matter, good humouredly- addressed him as
Chhipi Khan, “ the gore-besprinkled chieftain,’” a title which he after-
wards adopted. Chhipi Khan appears to have rebelled soon afterwards,
for in the reign of Alamgir his fort at Kamp in the Kheri district was
besieged by a contingent of Réjpdtdna Chaukdéns who formed part of the
Imperial army. The Bdckhals held out gallantly for 18 months, but
at the end of that time the Mughals ran a mine into the interior of the
fort, by which they entered it at night, and put the entire garnson tg
the sword. During the 18th century the Bdchhals lost all their
former prestige, and degenerated into robbers and dacoits:’ The ' Ba-
¢hhals of Azamgarh are of aboriginal origin and themselves admit that
their ancestor was a Rdj-Bhay. In the Muttra district, ‘the Séssodsyas
of Gaurua or impure descent are' ixsually called Bdchhal;, from the
Bachhban at Sebi where their Grérd always resides, They '.say /they
emigrated from Chitér 500 or 8ao years ago, but it is more probable
that their move took place after All4-ud-din's famous siege m 1303,

Wi p; l
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‘Geo_graphu:al distribution.
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inces, The clan has a male population of 11,000.

SLL

'Mthhals are found chiefly in the Bulandshahr, Muttra, Morad-
abad, Shahjahanpur, Sitapur, and Kheri dis-
tricts of Oudh and the North-West Prov-

Bédchhals contract marriages with Rdjpits of the following
clans =

e

Give their daughters to

Take wives from

and

Sitapur

Shahjahénpur.

Kheri.

Bulandshah.

l

(Chaunh4n.
Réthor.
Bhadauriya.
Katiyar.
Kachwéha.
(Chauhén.

RAthor.

Bhadauriya,
| Kachwiha.
{ Bhétti.

! Bargdjar.
Chandarbansi,
G4hldt.
Chauhén.
Ponwér,
Kachwiha.
Chhonkar,

Bais.

( Gaur.

Sitapur and
Kheri, Shahjab4npur.

Bulandshahr.

| Bhaié Sultdo.

the Rishi who fou
¢lanim degeent from some
1200, wnder a leader 08
vengeance of Muhammad Ghori.

BACHHGOT! OR RAJKUMAR.

Shown in map as 4.

The title of this clan is derived from Vaise or Batsa, the name of
nded the gotra to which the tribe belongs.
Mainpuri Chewhdns who fled from Delhi about
med Baridr Singh, in order to escape from the

They

The fugitives settled in the Sultanpur
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istrict of Oudh, and as their clan had been specially singled out for
extirpation by the Musalmans, they changed their name fo Bach]tgah
in order to better escape recognition. Another story is that Rdna
Sangat, great nephew of Pirthirdj Chau-
hdn, aspired to the hand of a young bride
and the only condition en which she would agree to marry him was that
in the event of a son being born, he should succeed to the family title.
The Réna accepted this proviso, and in due time the young Réni bore
him a son, which so discomfited his 22 sons by former marriages, that
they abandoned their home, and dispersed all over the country to seek
their fortunes. One of these sons was Baridr Singh who according to
another tradition is said to have jpined Muhammad Ghori at Mainpuri,
_and served him as am officer in his campaign against the Bhars, re-
ceiving the conquered country as a reward for his exertions. It is
_probable that Baridr Singh entered the service of the Bilkhariya Réja
Rdm Déo, and after marrying his daughter, possessed himself of his
estates. Baridr Singh left three sons—Asal Singh, Gajraj Singh, Ghétam
Déo, and R4j Sgh. The Réja of Kurwar, the head of the Hindu Backk-
gotis, and the Diwé4n of Hassanpur-Bandhda, the chief of the Muhammadan
branch, are both descendants of R4j S4h. Early in' the 17th century
the offspring of Bari4r Singh and his retainers, finding themselves
cramped for space on the right bank of the Gimti, cressed over into
Fyzabad, and established six colonies in that district. These Fyzabad
Rdjkumars were notoriously turbulent, and gave great trouble to the
Muhammadan authorities. Besides despoiling their ﬁeighbours, they
were often at feud with one another, and several sanguinary actions
took place between different septs of the tribe. Towards the early
part of the century the headship of the clan devolved upon the Thikd-
rdin Darido Kunwar, the widow of R4ja M4dho Singh, a lady of estra-
ordinary ability, who not only héld her own for 25 years, but after the
fashion of the Oudh landholders of that time, added greatly to her
estates and possessions. She was stcceeded by her husband’s nephew
Riéstam S&h, who rendered the British Government excellent service
in the Mutiny, and gave shelter and safe convoy to Benares to a party
of the Sultdnpur fugitives, for which he was rewarded by the'title of
Réja. The Backhgotis proper generally wear caps to distinguish them
from their Réjkumar and REjwdr brethren who as a rule wear turbans.

Traditional origin and history.

Rijhamdrs and Bachhgotis are found chiefly in the' Jaunpur,
Sultanpur, Allatiabad, Fyzabad and Par-

G hical disteibuti
esgraphick, distribiition. _ tabgarh districts of Qudh and the North:
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West Provinces. The Bachhgotis have a male population of 19,000,
and the Réjkumdrs of about 13,000.

The favourite deity of the Bachhgotis

Religion. : ”
4 is the goddess Dirga.

The principal septs of the clan are as follows :—

Bachhgoti proper.  R&jwér
Teibal divisions. i Lo
Réjlumér,

Bachhgotis contract marriages with Ré&jpdts of the following
clans :—

Give their daughters to Take wives from
Strajbansi. Gargbansi,
Sémbansi. . Raghubansi.
Sirnét. ' Kath' Bais,
Kalhans. Bhalé Stltdn.
Kénhpiriya. Stirwér.
Tilékchandi Bais. RaikwAr.
Bandhalgéti. Pélwiér.

. Nikumbh.
Dirgbansi.
Chaupat Khambh,
Tésalijya.
Bilkhériya { Dikhit).
BAGHEL,

Shown in map as 5.

The name of this clan is derived from the Sanskrit Vyaghra, ‘a
tiger,/’ which was probably the tribal
; totem. Tod traces their title and descent
from Bigh Réo, or Vyaghra Déva, son of Rai Jai Singh, one of the
Selanki ox Chalukya sulers of Anhalwéra Pattanin Ré]puténa It is said
that Baghflis claim descent from a tiger, and protect it whenever they
oan, g

Traditional origin.

»
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< The Baghéls emigrated from Pélgarh in Guzerat about 1300 years
ago, and settled in the upper valleys of the Séne, and Tons, under
Vyaghra Déva. This district is now called Baghelkhund, and includes

the Rewah State, where they are numerous and powerful.

During the reign of Jai Chand, Réja of Kanouj, a Baghél colony

Settlements in the Norta-West irom Madhogarh settled under Bhairu Rar-

Provinces. tdb in the Farrukhabad district. The .

small Baghél communities in Banda aud Allahabad are probably
offshoots from Rewah.

True Baghéls are not found in Réjpiténa, although their kinsmen
the Solankis are fairly numerous. Their

Geographical distribution. . A
o principal settlements are in the Rewah

State, where they furnish the reigning family, and in the Farrukhabad

and Allahabad districts of the North-West Provinces. Their total male
population amounts to about 5,000.

The favourite Baghél divinity is Ram

Religion.
€ Chandra,

The clan is divided into twq gofrasm

e the Bharaddwaj and the Kaysap.

Bhdphéls intermarry with the following clans :— '

IN REWAR, IN NortH-WEST PROVINGES,
Give daughters to Take wives from Give daughters to | Take wives from

Sisodiya. Sisodiya. Jadén. Jadén,
Chandel. Chandel. Chauhén. Réthor,,
Gaharwar. Gaharwar. Kchwéhé, Kachwiéha.,
Kachwilia. Kachwiéha, Tonwat, Tonwar,
Parfhar. Parfhar,
Chauhén. Chauhdn,
Hira. Héra,
Bhadauriya. Bhadauriya.
Rithor. Réthor.
Dilkchit, Dikhit,

L
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Shown in map as 6. .

The name of this clan is derived from the Sanskrit Vaisiyz, ‘an
occupier of the soil.” It ranks as one of the 36 royal races, but is pro-
bably only a sub-division of the Suryavansi. The Bais claim descent
from their tribal hero Salivdhana, the
mythical son of a snake, who about 55 A.D.
conquered the celebrated Réja Vikramajit of Ujjain. The tribal
symbol is the cobra, and it has been suggested that this snake tote-
mism indicates an intermixture with aborigines; it may, however, with
almost equal probability, indicate a 7' akshak or Scythian origin,

Traditional origin.

The original home of the Bass was at Mangi Pattan in the Dekhan,
but towards the middle of the 13th century the immediate ancestors
of the clan emigrated from thence into Oudh. The story of their
adventures is very romantic. About 1250 the Gaufam Raija of Argal
~ refused to pay tribute to the King of Delhi, and utterly defeated the

troops sent against him by the Muhammadan Governor of Oudh.
Soon after this vietory, his Rdni, without” his knowledge, and with
only a very small escort, went secretly to bathe in the Ganges at Buxar,
The Governor of Oudh hearing of this, sent men to the ghd¢ to capture
her. Her escort was dispersed, and she was on the point of being carried
off, when lifting the curtains of her litter, she cried out: “Is there no
Kshatriya who will rescue me from the barbarian and save my honour?”
Abhai Chand and Nirbhai Chand, two Ba7s Réjpats from Mangi Pattan,
heard her, came to her rescue, beat off Wer assailants, and guarded her
litter till she arrived in safety at Argal. Nirbhai Chand dfed of his
wounds, but Abhai Chand recovered, and the Réja, in gratitude
for his gallant conduct, though he was of a elan inferior to his own,
gave him his daughter in marriage, and bestowed on her as a dowry all
the Gautam lands to the north of the Ganges. He also conferred on his
‘ son-in-law the title of Rdo which is still the
highest dignity among .the .Bass. Abhai
Chand fized his home at Diéndbiya Khera on the Gauge‘s, and the ti.le
and estates descended in an unbroken line through seven g‘enerations
to Tilok Chand, the great Bais hero, from whom the senior branch
take their name, to distinguish themfrom minor septs of the same
tribe. To this day the marriage of a Bais with a Gautam is-
considered peculiarly lucky. Tilok Chand who lived abeéut 1400
extended the Bais dominion-all-over-the neighbouring country; and it is

History.
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om his victories that the limits of Baiswdra became definitely fized.
The Zilokchands is probably the only sept of the Ba/s clan which
can claim to be of pure descent. As the Bais Rios extended their .
authority, numbers of military adventurers joined their service, and
in course of time came to be regarded as genuine members of the tribe,
It is related that Tilok Chand, in addition to his two legitimate wives,
had no less than 300 concubines, and a family described as innumerable.
Feeling themselves disgraced by their husband’s conduct, the legitimate
Radnis deserted him. This gave rise to the distinction of Bhitariya and
Bahariya—the latter being the children of pure R4jpit blood, while the
former were the offspring of low caste concubines. The most important
distinction among the Bais is that between the Z7l/okchands and the
Kath-Bais. The Ttlokchandi are rarely met with outside Baiswdre and
regard all other Bais as Kath Bais or impure. The Bais of Mirzapur
are a spurious sept. The Bars of Rohilkhund emigrated into that
district from Baiswdra about the time of Akbar. The Bars of the
Mainpuri district emigrated from Didndhiya Khera in the 15th century.

The Bais clan has a male population of 147,000. Itis practically un-
known in Réjpiténa,but is scattered throughout the Farukhabad, Main-
puri, Budaun, Cawnpore, Fatehpore, Banda, Hamirpur, Allahabad,
Benares, Mirzapur, Jaunpur, Gazipur, Bal-
lia, Gorakhpur, Basti, Azamgarh, Lucknow,
Unao, Rai Bareli, Sitapur, Hardoi, Fyzabad, Gonda, Bahraich, Partab-
garh, and Barabanki districts of Oudh and the North-West Provinces.

Geographical distribution.

The Bais worship Débi. The tribal fofem or symbolis the cobra.
They perpetuate the tradition of a serpent
origin, and assert that no snake has or
ever can destroy one of the clan; for the same reason no Bais will
even kill a cobra.

Religion.

The Bais clan is divided into 360 sub-divisions, of which the most
important are noted below :—

Réo. 3 Tilsari.
Réja . Chak Bais.
Sainbaisi, I ' Nanwag.
Naihastha, .. } Branches of the Tilokchandi | Bhanwag.
ghgtbhaiya. , il gzs:c;riya
udaraha, .
Madelllour. o) Bijhoniya.
Bhetkariya,
Kath-Bais. Gargbansi.
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Give their daughters to Take wives from
Chauhén, Améthiya.
< Réthor. : Bisén.
Bhadauriya, ' Bichhgoti.
Kachwiha Béndhalgoti.
Baghél. Chandél.
Katiyar. Dikhit,
Tonwar. ; Raghubansi.
Parihar, : Gahlot.,
Sengar. Gautam,
Dikhit. 5 Kalhans.
Gaharwar, Khichar,
Raikwar.
Kanhpuriya,
Janwar.
Karchuliya.

The Bais being a very scattered tribe, Eomprising many septs
differing in social grade, their marriages with other elans vary greatly,
The 7ilokchand: Bais are the only ones who can marry into superior
clans like Chauhdns and Kackwéhas; the other septs generally marry
into third grade clans, and if they aspire to more illustrious ~alliances,
have to pay very dearly for the privilege.

The Tilokchandi Bais have some curious customs. None of the ]
Sainbaisi branch will ride mares. The reason given ‘is]that their
famous ancestor Rija Mitirjit, when on a visit to Delhi, was insulted by
the Réjas-of Jeypore and Marwar, and challenged them to fight. Mitdrjit
appeared on the field on a mare, which ran away with him¢ -Stopping
her with great trouble; he pronounced a curse on her, and on anyone™ of .
his race who would thenceforth ride a mare. Mitdrjit then dismounted,
and retarning tothe field on foot, wounded
both his antagonists. After this explmt he -
was taken into high favour at the Delhi court, and led lus‘Bms contin-
gent in an expedition to Kébul. ZBais females can. never ' wear ,cotton
clothes of any colour but white, and above the feet and ankles theu' orna-

Tribal peculiarities,
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Hts must be made of gold. The Bass pride themselves on being. the.
most enterprising, the wealthiest, the best housed, and the best dressed
people in Oudh.
BANDHALGOTI.
Shown in map as 3.
The clan takes its name from Pandhu, one of its ancestors, and
claims descent from Suda Rai, a scion of the reigning family of Jeypore
who came to Ajudhya on a pilgrimage
about goo years ago, and settled in the
Sultanpur district. This would make them a branch of the Solar race.
On his way to Ajudhya, Sida Rai passed through Améthi, which
was then held by a Bbar R4ja, Having performed his devotions at
“the shrine of Débi, he fell asleep, and dreamt that the goddess appeared
before him and promised that he and his descendants should become
the lords- of the territory in which he was a temporary sojourner.
Prepared to further to the utmost the fulfilment of this vision, he deter-
mined to abide in his future domain, and relinquishing his uncompleted
pilgrimage, entered the service of the Bhir Rdja. His innate -worth
soon manifested itself in many ways, and secured his elevation to the
post of minister. Soon after, his Bhdr master, as a crowning act of
favour, offered him his daughter in marriage; but a Sérejbens Réjpat
though he might condescend to serve an aboriginal barbarian, might not
sully his lineage by a misalliance, and Stdé :
Rai contemptuously declined the honour. =« |
The Bhar chief, in offended pride, at once dismissed him, and Suda Rai
returned to his home in Marwar, B@This interest in the promised land
had been awakened; he collected a picked band of followers, and
marched to the conquest of Améthi. The Bhars were defeated with |
great slaughter, and the Swrajbans occupied their territory, The
descendants of Sdda Rai ruled over Améthi for 6 generations, when
the line threatened to become extinct. Through the intercessions,
however, of a Hindu saint, the R4ja at last obtained an heir, who was
called Bandhu, Itis from him that the clan derives its name, The
clan increased in power and aumbers, but we know very little of its
history until 1743, when Réja Gurdatt Singh, the head of the tribe at
that period, distinguished himself by his defiance of the Nawab Safdar
Jang, who besieged and captured his fort of Raipér. In the

" Mutiny, the Bandhalgots Réja, Madho Singh of Améthi, distinguished
himself by the protection and kindness he afforded to seme fugitives
from Sultanpur, who were endeavouring to make their way to Allahabad 4
aevertheless he afterwards warmly espoused the rebel cause, mor did

6

. A )

Traditional origia.

History.
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he<’tender his submission until his fort was surrounded by a British
force under Sir Colin Campbell. It is stated by some authorities that
the descent from Sdda Raiis a pure invention and that the clan is -
really descended from a Brahman called Chuchu Pénde by a woman of
the D6m or Dhakér caste. In proof of this assertion it is said-that the
Bandhalgotis still make offermgs to the édnka, or bamboo splitter, made
use of by their maternal ancestors. This is, however, explained away
by the elision of the final 4, which transforms the 6anka of the Dhakar
bamboo-cutter, into the édnk or poniard of the Réjptt. Moreover, this
explanation strengthens the claim of the clan to a western origin, for the
poniard, the professed object of their reverence, is the symbol of Mar-
war, the very state from which Suda Rai is represented to have come.
The heads of the clan are the Réja of Améthi, and the Taldkdar of
Shéhgarh in the Sultanpur district.

The Bandhalgots clan is not represented in either Raéjpdtdna or
the Punjdb. In Oudh it has a male popula-

Geographical distribution. :
tion of 6,000, and is practically confined to

the district of Sultanpur.
The Bandhalgotis worship Dirga

Religion.
and Indra.
The Bandhalgotis are divided into the following septs ==
Bikram Shéhi. | Sultén Shéhi,
The Bikram Shihi rank highest of
the two.

Tribal divisions.

Bandhalgotis intermarry with the following clans i~

Give their daughters to : Take wives from
Surajbansi, - Baehhgoti,
Sombansi. 0 J b Rajkumar,
Kalhans, et ; Rajwar.
Kausik, 307! el L s Bisén.
Gaharmar, 4l '/~/ ARl 1 Dilkhit.
Kanbpunya 4 o Raghubansi,

 Tilokehandi Bais. ‘ i Bhalé Sultdo.
Sirnat. ' Gargbansi,
Bisdo. ) Kath-Bais.
Gahlot. Bilkhariya.
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BANAPHAR,

Shown in map as 8.

A small tribe of the Fddubansi or Lunar race formerly estab-
lished at Mahoba in Bundelkhund. They were either vassals or allies
of the Clzandels, and fought for them against the Chauhdns, in the
Chauhdn-Chandél war. In the final battle,
which resulted in the defeat of the latter,
the Bandphar heroes Alhal and Udal covered themseives with glory,
but failed to save their allies from destruction. After this catastrophe

Traditional origin and history.

the clan dispersed, and is now very much scattered and reduced in ecir-
cumstances.

Bandphars are found chiefly in the Hamirpur, Banda, Jalaun,
Geographicai i a0l Benares, and Ghazipur districts of the
' North-West Provinces. They have a male
population of 2,goo.

The favourite deity of the clan is the goddess Debi. Bandphars
Religion. belong to the Kassyap gotra.

Bandphars contract marriages with R4jpits of the following clans ;==

Give their daughters to Take wives from
Gautam, Bais,
Dikhit, Raghubat;si.
Bais, 5 Sémbansi.
Chandél. Gautam.
Géharwar, Surwar.
Raghdbansi. Gaur.
Sémbansi. Néndwak.
Monas.

Bachhgoti.
Baghel,
Sisnet,
Réwat.

L



44.’, 4 L

BARESARI OR 'BARESIR.

Shown in map as 9

. This clan is a sept of the F4ddns (g. v.) They are of local impor-
lance in Agra, where they have a population of 2,000 males. The Thé-

Traditional origin, history and kur of Dhimsari is the head of the tribe.
St adon. During the Mutiny the Barésaris greatly

distinguished themselves by their efforts to protect life and property,
and maintain order. The clan is losing status through marrying with

Gaurida or widow-marrying Réjpiits.

Barésaris contract marriages with members of the following clans i—

Give their daughters to Take wives from
Indauliya. Indauliya.
Chaunhén. Chauhén.
Kachwéha, Kachwiéha,
Sikarwar. Gaurda,

BARGALA,

Shown sn map as 10,

This clan is.a spurious branchl of the Yadudansi or Lunar race. It
is ranked as Gauriia or impure, because it permits karao or
widow marriage. Bargalas claim des-
cent from two brothers named Drigp4l and
Bhatpdl who are said to have been emigrants from Indore in Malwa,
and to have held important commands in the royal {orces at Delhi in the
attack on Pirthirdj. They are an ill-conducted tribe, and lost most
of their villages for rebellion in 1857. As a general rule enlistments

from this clan are undesirable.

Traditional origin and history.

Bargalas are found chiefly inithe Gurgaon and Bulandshahr dis-
tricts|of the Fanjéb and the North-West

Geograshics! distribution. 4
& y Provineces. They have g male popu]aﬁon

of 5,460.-



Give their daughters to Take wives from
Bhalésultén, Jais.
Béchhal. ) Jaiswar.
Jaiswar. Jarauliya.
Gaurta.
BARGUJAR,

Shown in map as Ir.

The name of this clan is derived from the Hindi dara ‘great, and
gijar, the title of a well known tribe

of herdsmen, with which it is probably
connected. It is one of the 36 royal races, and, like the Gaklof, claims .
descent from Léva, the eldest son of Rdma of Ajudhya.

Traditional origin.

Very little is known of the traditions of this clan. They were ex-
pelled from Réjpiténa by the Kachwdhas, which accounts for their
very small numbers in the west, They are said to have fought with
distinction in the wars of Pirthirdj, the |
Chauhdn Réja of Delhi, but their subse- \
quent history has been lost, as the majority of the clan have either be-
come Muhammadans, or have been dispersed throughout the North-West
Provinces.

History,

After their expulsion from Jeypore by the Kachwdhas, the Bargijars
settled at Angpshahr in the Bulandshahr district, where they intermar-
ried with the aboriginal Dérs, and expelled the Mewdtis and Bhars.
The Aligarh branch trace their descent from a Sérajbans Ridja called
Rajdéo who built the fort of Rajor in Jeypore. His great grandson
married a daughter of Pirthirdj, the Chaukdn Rija of Delbi, and the
emigration of the Bargdjars dates from the time of their son Partdb .

Bargdijer sttlements in Oudh Singb, who was sent by his grandfather to
and the North-West Provinces. congquer Kumaun, On his way, When’pas-
sing through the Bulandshahr district, he exterminated the Mewdtis By
a stratagem suggested by a.Kahdr woman. As a reward, he was given
a large territory by the Dér Réja of Koel, which was supplemented by
a further grant from Pirthird] after the successful termination of the
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quest of Kumaun. A number of Bargijars were converted to
Islam in the time of Ala-ud-din Khilji, but they still retain many of
their Hindu customs.

The Bargijar population of Réjpidtdna only numbers about 2,200
males. They are found chiefly in Jeypore
and Ulwar and in the Gurgaon and Hissar
districts of the Punjdb. The Barg#jars of the North-West Provinces
have a male population of 17,000. They have settlements in the
Bulandshahr, Aligarh, Etah, Budaun, and Moradabad districts.

Geographical distribution.

The Bargujars, being of the Solar race, worship Rama ; but in
the North-West Provinces the tribal divinity is a figure representing a
Kaharin, or female bearer, which they paint on their doors and worship,
in memory of the woman who by her
timely advice gave their ancestor, Partab
Singh, his first footing in the province. The Bargijars of Réjpiténa
have no sub-divisions, but in the North-West Provinces, whether
Musalmans or Hindus, they are divided into the following septs which
adopted their Muhammadan appellations
in the reign of Jahangir.

Religion.

Tribal divisions.

L4l Khén, Bikram Khéni,
Abmad Khéni, Kam4l Khéni.
Bai Madni.

Bargujars intermarry with the following clans ;==

IN RAJPUTANA, In THE NorTH.WEST PrROVINCES.
Give their t . Give their 3
danghters to Take wives from 4 i hbdra Yo Take wives from
Gahlot. Panwar, Gahlot, ° Bachal,
Raéthor, Tonwar. Bhatti, Bhal.
Tonwar. Chauhén, Chauhén, Jais.
Kachwiha. Gaur, Pundir, Jaiswar.
Chauhién. Ponwar. Jarauliya.
Gaur, ; . Tonwar. Chhonkat,
Janghéra. Bangar,
Katheriya, Barésari,
Kutiyar. D hakre.
Bais. Indanliya,
Rithar.
Pasibar.
Sakarwar,
Solanki.
Jidén,
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o ; BARHELIYA.

Shown in map as 13.

" The name of this tribe is derived from Bahralla, a village " in the
Bara Banki district of Oudh, to which they emigrated, probablyyin the
17th century, from ecither Dehli or Mungi Pattan in the Dekhan.
The Barhéliyas claim to be of S#rajbanst origin, but are really an off-
shoot of the Bais ; the connexion, however, is now denied, as they have

found it convenient to intermarry with the latter. The head of the: -

clan is the R4ja of Sdrajpur in Bara Banki.

The clan is practically confined to the Bara Banki district of Oudh
ol i b el 0 and has a male population of nearly 2,000. :
Geographical distribution.
The favourite tribal deity is the goddess Débi, Like the Bais,
38 Barhéliyas venerate snakes and will on
Religion. : :
' no account destroy them.

Barhéliyas contract marriages with members of the following
clans :—

Give their daughters to Take wives from
Améthiya. Chauhén,
Bais. u ~ Bisén.
Chauhén. Rath-Bais.
KAanhpuriya. Janwér.
Ponwar.

BARWAR, BIRWAR, BERWAR.
Shown in map as 13

Two explanations are given by this clan as to the derivation of the
tribal name, According to one account they are Zonwars, who emigrat-
ed from Berpagar near Delhi, under a leader named Garakdéo, about the
beginning' of the 15th century. According to another legend Bar-
war is connected with Bara ‘a pulse cake’ and Khanda  broken’,

because at a’ feast given by another clan, their ancestors were
treacherously slaughtered on the calling out of the words * dara
bhandas chalds '* *“pass round the broken pulse cakes,” which had

» Rhanmds w180 tmenns a aword, the true significance of the seatence was thug entirely
differant. \ :

’

L



eviptisly been agreed upon as a signal. To this day, at marriage and
other festivals, Barwars will neither take broken éarz cakes from
their hosts, nor offer them to their guests. '

The Barwars of Fyzabad describe themselves as of 77lokchands
Bais origin, and like the latter claim
Mangi Pattanin the Dekhan as the home of
their ancestors, who, according to their account, settled in Oudh about
300 years ago, under two brothers named Bariar Singh and Chahu Singh.
The former is said to be the ancestor of the Barwars proper, and the
latter of their sept the Clahus. The sacred place of the clan is
Rém Ghat on the Gogra, which was selected by their chief Dildsi Singh,
in consequence of their being excluded from Ajudhya by the enmity of
the S#rajbans Thikirs. There is a Bhiinh4r branch of the. Barwars,
and though the Bhiinhar and Kshatriya sections ignore one another,
their neighbours regard them as of the same stock.

Traditional origin and history.

Barwars are found chiefly in the Ballia, Basti, Azamgarh, and
Fyzabad districts of Oudh and the North-West Provinces. They have
a male population of 9,500.

Barwars have a special tribal deity called Kariya Dorta whose
effigy is worshipped at a village called Chitawan in Fyzabad. They
belong to the Kassyap and Bharaddway gotras.

The clan is divided into the following septs :~—

) Tribal divisions. | Barwar proper, | Chahus,
Barwars contract marriages with members of the following clans ;=

Give their daughters to Take wives from
Gargbansi, . Palwar.
Raghdabansi. - Kinwar.
Palwér, Kath-Bais.
Janwar, Hayobanss
Bhalé Sltén. Ujjaini,
Kath-Bais. Nikumbh.
Hayobans. Doowar,
Ujjaini. Y Sengar.
Rinwar.,

Bisén,
Raghdbansi,




BHADAURIYA. . i

, Shown in map as 14.

This famous and loyal clan derives its title from the village of
Bhadédwar in GWalidr, which was the capital of ‘their tribal territory .
The founder of the clan’ was probably Manika Rai, a Chenkdn o
Ajmere, who established himself with his followers on the banks .of
the Chambal towards the close of the 7th century. About 1246 this
Chauhdn colony was all but éxterminated by some foe unspecified,

. The sole survivor was a pregnant R4ni of Rdja R4ut S4l. Flying across
the Jumna, she gave birth to a boyl named Rajju, who, about 1250,
when only 12 years old, appeared before the Emperor Nasir-ud-din

- at Dehli, and obtained leave to eject some Méo marauders from Pani-
hat in the Agra district. His efforts proved successful, and he was
rewarded by the grant of the Bhdddwar principality.

In the reign of Akbar (1556-1605) the Bhadauriya Réja was
given the title of Makendra, which is still borne by the head of the
clan. Some years later his son became a Mansabdar of 1,000, and
fought with his contingent in Guzerat, .In the reigns of Jahangir
and Shah Jahan (1605-58) two Bhadauriya Réjas served with their
clansmen in Afghénistan, and became great favourites of the Mughal
Emperors, who enriched them at the expense of the Chaukhdns. In
the reign of Auramgzéb, Rdja Maha Singh of Bhadéwar served
with distinction against the Bdndélas and Yusufzais, and his sen
was made Governor of Ch##dr in Réjpdtdna. About the time of the
Mughal decline, the clan became extremely powerful; but about 1748
they were attacked by Mahrattas and Jdts, who annexed a gi'eat
part of their territories. Shortly after, the Bhadauriya Réja resumed
possession of his lands, and made friends with the Mahratta court
of Gwalior. The Réja, however, incurred the wrath of -Scindia for
giving assistance to his friend”the Réna of Gohad, and the clan
remained in poor eircumstances until the Mahratta war of 1803, when
the Blhadauriyas declared for the British, and sent a contingent to
assist in the capture of Gwalior. To punish  their loyalty to the
British during Monson’s disastrous retreat, Holkar detached a force
of 20,000 men to ravage the Bhadauriya country, but the clansmen
held their own until a British force canie to their assistance. In 1808,
much of the tertitory conquered during the first Mahratta war was
restored to Scindia, who promptly cancelled the rent-free grant which
had been given to the Bhaddwar Rdéjas By the British, On consider-
ation of the loyalty of the family, and to Compensate for these losses; it

7
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decided to grant the Réjas Rs. 24,000 per annum, an allowance
which is continued to this day. The seat of the Réja is now at’ Nand-
gion in the Agra district. Although the rise of the Bhaddwar Rajas
only dates from the 16th century, their achievements and.illustrious .
marriages have raised them greatly in the estimation of the neigh-
bouring Ré4jpit princes, and they take precedence of the Chauhin
Rd4jas of Pertapnér and Mainpuri.

The Bhadauriyas of Oudh and the North-West Provinces number
16,000 males, and they are numerous in
the Gwalior State. They are found chiefly
in the Agra, Etawah, and Cawnpore districts.

Geographical distribution,

The Bhadauriyas have six sub-divisions—

Athbaiya. Tasseli.
Rulhaiya. i Chandarseniya.
Mainu, ‘ Raut,

The Raut sub-division ranks highest. The Zassel/i and Mainu

have a little Méo blood in their veins. The

Bhadauriyas are undoubtedly of Chauhin

origin, but since the two clans began to find intermarriage convenient,

this relationship has been denied, as marriage within the clan is pro-
hibited among pure blooded Rajprits.

Tribal sub-divisions.

Bhadauriyas intermarry with the following clans :—

Give their daughters to Take wives from
Chauhén. ‘ Chauhdn.
Réthor. . Réthor.

Kachwiha,
Chandél.
Sirnet.
Ponwar.
Tonwar,
Gautam,
Raghubansi,
Gabhlot.
Géharwar,

Dikhit,
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</ The Blzadaurzyas love their country along the banks of the -

' Chambal and take more readily to service
in the Gwalior Army than in ours. There
are nevertheless a good many in the ranks of our regiménts, and -
efforts should be made to enlist more, for they are renowned for
their valour, and are less troubled by caste prejudices than many of the
Réjpits of Oudh and the North-West Provinces,

Tribal characteristics.

BHALf SOLTAN.

Shown in map as 15,

The name of this clan is derived from Bhala, ‘a javelin, and
Stltdn ‘alord,’ the title of “lord of the lance” having bestowed upon -
one of the ancestors of the clan by Shahab-ud-din " Ghori. The
Bhalé Stltdns of Bulandshahr are a debased branch of the Solankis
probably connected with the Rdjas of Bhal in Guzerat. Their ancestor,
Sarang Déo, took service under Pirthird]
Chaukdn, and was killed in the attack on .
Kanouj, As areward his descendants received 1ands in Bulandshahr,
which were added to by Shahab-ud-din Ghori for the assistance rendered
him by their leader, Hamnr Singh, upon whom he- bestowed the title

above described.

Tra.dxtlonal origin and hlstory

The Bhaie Stlténs of Oudh give a totally different account of .
their origin, . ‘They say they are descended from- Rai Dudhrich, a cadet \
of the great 7ilokchandi Bais family, who turned Muhammadan. At
is stated by some that they are sprung from Rai Barihér, a Bm:
Rajpit, whose descendants expelled the aboriginal Bhdrs, while others
deny their, Ra]put ancestry and say that they are simply - Bédris (torch
bearers) who were ennobled for their bravery by Raja Tzlok Chand.

It is probable that they are one of the mixed Rajpdt tribes.

Bhale Stltdns are unknown in Réjpitdna” and ‘the P(uﬁjéb.\ 1t
" Qudh and the North-West Provinces .-
" they have a male populatxon of 9,000 and

ate found chiefly in the Sultanpur and Bulandshahx districts. -

Gecgraph%cal distribution:

The Bulandshahr Bhaele Siltdns WOlahlp Rém Chandra and
Vishnu ; "those of Oudh Dépi. - The latter
regard sugarcane ﬁelds, tiled houses, .

and pucca wells, as unlucky, and never bave them in or_ ~about theig.

Religion,

yillages.

\
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‘he Bhale S#ltdns intermarry with the following clans :—

L,

In BULANDSHAHR, IN Oubs.

Give their daughters to] Take wives from da?:::t:xgel:o Take wives from
Bargijar. Bargdjar, Kalhans. Raghubansi,
Jarauliya, Jaiswar. Kanhpuriya. Gargbansi
Bais. Bais, Amethiya, Chandauri.
Kachwaha. Kachwéha, Band halgot. Bisén.
Chaubén, Bargala. Raikwar.
Tonwar, . Jais.

Pundir,
‘Gaur.
Chasdarbansi.
BHATTI,

. Shown in map as 16.

The name of this clan is derived from the Sanskrit bkatia, ‘a

d” It is really a sept of the Fddus, but
is of far greater importance than the parent
stock, and therefore needs a separate description. The Bhdtts is the
largest and most widely distributed Réjpat tribe in the Punjdb. Its
members are the modern representatives of Krishna, and the heads of
the Lunar race. At a very early period the Bhittis were driven from
India across the Indus, but they afterwards returned and settled: in
the Punjéb. The Bhdtii kingdom extended from the Salt Range to
Kashmir, their capital being at Gaznipur near Rawal Pindi. About
the 2md century B.C. they were driven across the Jhelum by Indo-
Scythian invaders; who followed them up, and dispersed them south
of the Sutlej. The Biéttis, however, retained their hold on Kashmir
until 1339. The clan-have a. tradition that they crossed the Indus
about 700 years ago under a chief called Bhatti, who had two sons—
Dusal and Jaisal. Dusal' foundéd Bhattidna, ¢. ¢, Sirsa and Hissar,
and Jaisal, Jaisalmere, Though deprived of their principalities in the
Punjib, they left numerous settlements in that province, some of which
‘may be traced by the names of certain places such as Bhattinda
and Bhétnér. Most of the Rajpats of the Punjéb plains are of Bhdits

Their traditional origin.
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The Rdthors emigrated from Kanouj to Bikaneer in 1194, and

treacherously possessed themselves of a portion of the Bidité territory.
The Brdttis of the North-West Provinces claim to be Fdddns

Bhétti settlements in Oudh and Who returned from beyond the Indus in
the North-Western Provinces. the 7th or. 8th century A conSiderable
number were forcibly converted to Islém by Ald-ud-din Khilji in

|

the 14th century. The Bulandshahr colony claim to have settled -
there, under the protection of Pirthirdj, after expelling the aborxgmal‘

Méos.

In Réjpitina, the Bidétss ave found in Meywar, Marwar, Jaxsa,lmeer
and Bikanir, and number: 31,000 males,
In the North-West Provinces BZid¢ts
seitlements are found in Bulandshahr, Etah; and Bareilly, with a male
population of 5,000.

The principal septs of the clan are as follows :—

Geographical distribution.

I thi S
In Réjpéiténa. n Oudh alt;?owicriso.rth West

-,

Relan. Bhétti.
K hi4nh. Jaiswar.
Jaisalmeria.
Piigalliya.
Maldét,
Arjanét,

A

The Muhammadan Bkdétis of Haridna and the Dodb are called
Rénghars.

The Bhdittis intexjmarry with the following clans :—

Oups AND THE NorTH-WEST PRO-
RAjpGTANA. VINCES, .
Giye their s Give their ; )
daughters to Take wives froam daughters to Take wives from 1\ |
Gahldy, Réthdr, Réthor. Barg Gjar,
Parihar, Pariha, Parihar. Dhékre.
Rathon. : . | Gahlét, Gahlét, Jarauliya,
Pundir. Jaiswar,
Chauhan, Bais,
Tonwar, Gaur,
Kachwéha, Janghérs.
Kathenya.
Chandarbansi,
Bhalesultan,
Chhonkar.
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</ The Bhdttis are clean and fair complexioned, and though rather
short, are sturdy and well set up. They will not eat pig. Being of the’
Lunar race their favourite god is Krishna, and they consequently belong
to the Vaiskndva sect, The tribal divinity is Karniji. ‘

. BHIRGHUBANSL

Shown in map as 17.

This clan claims descent from a Réjpit adventurer named Na-
rautam Rai, who accepted service as a 4aid or family physician to the
Seori Réja of Bhataur in the Benares district, on his return from a pil-
grimage to Gaya. By fair means or foul
Narautam Rai succeeded his master, and
llke a great many other R4jpit heroes married the daughter of Réja
Bandr, a mythical ruler of Benares. Two sons, Bhao Raiand Bhantu Rai,
were the result of this union, and their descendants are now the principal
representatives of the clan.

Bhirghubansis are almost entirely confined to the Benares district of
the North-West Provinces. They have a
male population of 5,000.

The tribal divinity is the goddess Débi, The clan ‘belongs to the
Religion. Savaran gotra. The Bhirghubansis are

divided into the following septs :—

Traditional origin and history.

Geographical distribution.

Tribal divisions. ! Bhirghubansi proper. Badhauliya.

Bhirghubansis contract marriages with members of most of the clans
Marriages. belonging to the Benares district.

Bis£N.
Shown in map as 18.

The name of this clan is derived from the Sanskrit visve ¢entire’

and séna an ‘army’. They claim descent from a Hindu adventurer
called Maydra Bhatta, and through him

Traditional origin, ! i }
from a famous Rishi called Jamadagni,

At a remote age, Maydra Bhatta left Benares with a few followers
to wrest a kingdom from the aboriginal tribes. He settled at first in
the Azamgarh district, and then, crossing the Gogra, obtained a victory
over several Bhar chiefs, by which he greatly increased his territories,
He is said to have had three sons by wives of different caste—one by a
Réjpitni, another by a Bhiinharin, and a third
shows that Maydra Bhatta lived at a
Certain

History.
by a Brahmani. This fact, if true,
time when the laws of caste were eithér ignored or unknowa,
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isses of Biséns claim to be the descendants of emigrants from Tikéri

near Delhi. The clan is much divided, which leads us to infer that the
' title of Bisén was assumed by a congerie of various tribes. The head of
the clan is the Rdja of Majhauli in Gorakhpur. “

The Bisén clan is not represented in Réjpatdna. In Oudh and the
North-West Provinces it has a male population of 51,000, and is found
‘ chiefly in the Allahabad, Benares, Mirza-
pur, Jaunpur, Ghazipur, Ballia, Gorakhpur,
Bisti, Azamgarh, Fyzdbad, Gonda and Bahraich districts,

The Bisén are divided into two houses—the Biséns of Majhauli, and
the Biséns of Deorhi, and are further separated into the five following
gotras :—

Geographical distribution.

Parasar, Sandil. Batas,
Tribal divisions, [
Bharraddwaj. | Atri.

The Biséns intermarry with the following clans :—

BisfNs oF MAJHAULL. _Bisfins or DEeornl.

Give their . Give their g
daughters to Take wives from daughters to Take wives from
Chauhé n. Surajbansi, Bais. . | Chandél.
Bhadauriya. Sirnet. Bhale-Sultan. Kanhpuriya,
Réthor, : Kausik, Kath Bais.
Parihar. Bandhalgoti. Chauhén.
Gaharwar, Sombansi.

»
Bachhgot.
Kanhpuriya,
o \
BONDELAS,

Shown in map as r9.

A Réjpit tribe, generally considered to be of spurious descent. Po-
pular tradition ascribes the origin of the name Bindela to Rdja Pancham,
a descendant of the Gakarwar Réjas of Benares and Kantit in Mirzapur,
who being expelled from his kingdom by his brother, retired to the
shrine of Bindéchal, and became a votary of Bhawdni. While residing
there, he resolved to offer himself up as a sacrifice to that deity, and in

L
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rsuance of his vow, had already inflicted a wound on his person, when -
suddenly Bhawéni appeared and restrained him. Tn reward for his de-~
votion she promised him that his kingdom should be restored, and di-
rected that in commemoration of the drop of blood (4#nd) which flowed
from his wound, his descendants should be called Béndelas. Needless to
say, this story is completely apocryphal, and was fabricated merely to .
conceal an ignoble parentage.. It is probable that the founder of the clan
was Hardéo, an illegitimate son of one of the
Gaharwar Rdjas of Kantit. Accompanied
by a slave girl he took up his residence near Orchha, where the Khangar
Réja of Karér asked for his daughter in marriage. Hardéo consented
on condition that he should come with all his brethren and feast with
him. The Khangars accepted the invitation, and were all treacherously
* poisoned, The Gakarwars then took possession of their country, and
- the name of Bindela or Bandéla was given to the offspring of Hardéo
" and his concubine, as they were the sons of a dandi or slave girl. The
Bindelas are universally regarded {as spurious Rdjpits, from which
it may be inferred that the clan originated in a congerie of various ad-
venturers who flocked into Bundelkhund about the 14th century, after
the Chandéls had been humiliated by the Chauidns, and they in their
turn had been forced to yield te the Musalmans,

Traditional origin.

The Bindelas first settled at Kalinjar, Kalpi, and Mahoni. In the
14th century their Réja Malkhan founded Orcha, From his time the
. Bindelas became the most powerful of-the tribes to the west of the
Jumna, and gave their nanie to the tract now known as Bundelkhund,
Most of the leading Bindela families claim descent from the 12 sons
of Rudr Partap, the son of Réja Malkhan. By 1608 the Bindelas had
become very numerous; and were dividedimto 3 kingdoms—<Orcha, Chan-
d%ri, and Mahoba. In that year, Bir Singh Déo, the Rdja of Orcha, in-
curred the wrath of Akbar by waylaying and murdering Abu Fazi, the
favourite minister of the Emperor, when he was passing through Bundel-
khund on his way from the Dekhan to Delhi. It is said that the murder
was committed at the instigation of Selim, afterwards known as Jahan-
gir; at any rate Bir Singh Déo rese to great favour at court on ]ahanglr 5
accession to the throne, Soon after the accession of Shah Jahan in 1627, the
Béndelas of Orcha revolted, but were defeated by the Muhammadans, who
confiscated their territory. Meanwhile Champat Raiof Mahoba frustrated
all the efforts of the Mughals to reduce him to submission, Although three
large armies were sent against him, he held out in the rugged country
bordering on the Betwa, where by the celerity of his movements he defied



“the'Attempts of the Musalman leaders to capture him. Wearied of the
struggle, the Mughals at last withdrew., When the principal portion of
their troops had retired, Champat Rai rapidly assembled his adherents,
and began to make reprisals by driving in the imperial outposts, attack-
ing convoys, and harassing their minor garrisons by night attacks, until
at length, emboldened by these successes, he met the Mughalsin the open
ficld, and totally routed them near Orcha. After various fruitless expe-
ditions, a peace was concluded about 1640, by which the Delhi court
acknowledged the independence of the Orcha State. In the struggle
between the sons of Shah Jahén for their father’s throne, the Béndelas of
Orcha espoused the cause of Déra, while those of Mahoba, under Chams
pat Rai, took service under Aurangzéb, and fought for him at the bat-

~ tle of Sdmugarh (1658). Chhatarsal, the son of Champat Rai, induced the

Hindu princes of Mélwa and Bundelkhund to unite in a league to resist
the proselytising efforts of Aurangzéb. In this he was partly success-
ful. With consummate skill he avoided a general action but wasted the
country held by his enemies, cut off the convoys from the Dekhan, and
by ambuscades and an intimate knowledge of the country, managed to
cut off or elude the imperial troops. After a series of victories Chhatar-
sl possessed himself of the fortress of Garhakota near Saugor, and
the whole of the country to the east and south of the Chambal as far as
Rewah. In 1707,he was confirmed in these possessions by the Emperor
Bahadur Shab. Seven years later, Muhammad Khan, the Path4n Gov-
ernor of Farrukhabad, made 2 raid intd Bundelkhund, defeated the Bdén-
delas, and forced Chhatarsdl to call in the Mahrattas to his assistance,
The latter restored him to his possessions, and in gratitude Chhatarsél
bestowed upon them Kalpi, Saugor, Jhansi, and Garhakéta, on the ex-
press condition that his heirs and successors should be maintained in
possession of the rest. The descendants of Chhatarsal still hold the,
independent principalities of Charkhari, Ajaigarh, Bijéwar, Panna, and
Orcha, The State of Chhatarpur wasalso formerly ruled by Béndelas,
but the present dynasty is descended from a Ponwar adventurer who dis-
possessed his master early in the present century. Béndelas are not
found in Réjpitdna, In the North-West Previnces they have a male
population of 4,800, chiefly located in the

Geogrephical distribution. i v R
i Jhansi and Lalitpur districts. They form

L,

the principal portion of the inmhabitants of the smalf mative states in-

cluded in the Bundelkhund Ageny.

Biindétas worship Krisena, but are inclined to Shdkie worship as

Religions they severence 'Dérga;.\‘ g
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‘Biéndelas intermarry with Dhanderes and Ponwars. The L
wars rank a shade higher in caste than the
Biindelas, and the chief of the latter are

consequently anxious to take their daughters in marriage.

] Marriages.

The Bindelas have always been a turbulent and troublesome race,
averse to labour, and ever ready to quarrel with each other or their
rulers, if they happen to think themselves aggrieved. Speaking of their
petty Rijas before the Mutiny, Sleeman states ¢ there is hardly a single
chief of the Hindu military class in Bundelkhund who does not keep a
gang of robbers of some kind or other, and
consider it a valuable and legitimate source
of revenue.’* In 1857 the Bindelas plundered the country and roamed
about in organized gangs, and the recent revival of dacoity in Bundelkhund
shows that they have not altogether abandoned their old pursuits.

Tribal peculiarities.

CHANDEL,

Shown in map as 20.

The name of this clan is a corruption of the Sanskrit ciandra, ‘the
moon.' . The tribal legend is that their ancestor Chandra Brahm was the
son of Chandra the Moon God, by Hemaviti, the daughter of Hémréj the
Brahman parokit of the Gaharwar Réja
of Benares. The legend was no doubt in-

yented to conceal some impurity of origin.f

Traditional origin.

Chandra Bréhm was a distinguished warrior. He took Benares,
and founded the two great fortresses of Mahoba and Kalinjar in Bun-
delkhund, which were the principal cities of the Chandél dynasty which
ruled over Bundelkhund up to the beginning of the 12th century. It
had been predicted that the Chandél sovereigns would lose their property
as soon as they abandoned the title of Brdam. In 1184, Parmél Déo,
the reigning Réja, discarded this affix, and was defeated and deposed by
Prithirdj, the Chauhdn king of Delhi. The Chauhdn-Chandé/ war is a
favourite theme for the poems of Hindu bards. A series of battles
took place which lasted 18 days, in which
the celebrated Bandphar heroes, Alhal

and Udal, performed prodigies of valour for their Chandel over-

lords but without success. The Chkandél army numbering 110,000

men was completely destroyed. After the capture of Mahoba the
¥ Chandéls repaired to Kalinjar, whick was taken from them early in

the 13th century by Kntub-ud-din Aibeg. After these defeats the

History.

*# A Journey through the kingdom of Oudh,
+ This is confirmad by the fact that the term Chnadl is generally held to mean ‘ah outeast.’
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nants of the Chandé] clan were scattered, and a portion fled into
Oudh, A band of C/andél refugees settled at Kanouj, whence they mi-
grated to Shiurajpur, in the Cawnpore district, at the bidding of one of
the early Muhammadan Emperors. The Unao settlement was formed by
colonists from Chanderi in the Dekhan in the reign of Alamgir, Up to
the time of the Mutiny, the head of the clan was the Rdja of Shiuraj-
pur. The Mirzapore Ckandéls are closely connected with aboriginal
Seoris ; the Oudh branch with aboriginal Bhérs.

The Chandéls are not found in Réjpiténa.
- West Provinces they number 38,000 males, and have settlements in the
Shahjahanpur, Cawnpore, Benares, Mirzapur, Jaunpur, Ballia, Gorakh-

Geographical distribution.
3 tricts.

The special divinities of the Chandé/ are Mahadeo and Débi, The
former is worshipped by the men, and the

Religion. latter by the women of the clan,

The Chandél intermarry with the following clans:—

Give their daughters to Take wives from

“In' QudhaRdithe INoTLo

pur, Azamgarh, Unao, and Hardoi dis-

Baghél. | Bhadauriya, Parihar, Béchhal,
Chauhén, Janghéra. Gaharwar. Gaur,
Ahban. Gaur. Raikwar. Sakarwar.
Bachhal, .| Katheriya. Janwar, Nikumbh.
Chamar-Gaur, l Gdhlot. Dhakré. Katiyar.
Sakarwar, Bais. Bais. Ujjaini.
Dhalkré, Bisen, Sengar. Gahlot.
Sémbansi.. Bachhgoti. Katheriya. Ponwar,
Ponwar. Bandhalgotis Kausik. \ | Dirgbans,

i Kanhpuriya. Donwar. Khichar,

| Sirnet.

CHANDRABANSI,

Shown in map as 21.
The title of thls clan is derived from the Sanskrit chandra, ¢ the
moon.” Like the appellation Sémébanss, it
has come to represent a distinct tribe
The clan is small and unimportant, and of no historical interest,

Traditional origin and history.

L
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“ The Chandrabansi are only found in the Bulandshahr and Aligarh
g istricts th- i 5
ihaahisal diekeition. districts of the North West Provinces
They have a male population of 3,000.
A Many Chandrabansis are Vaishndvas,
Religion. 1 ey Sk A
but like most Rdjpits reverence Kali,
Débi, or Dirga.

The Chandrabansi interma.rry with the following clans 3

Give their daughters to Take wives from

Gaur,
Béchhal. K
Bhalé Sultén, Biéchhal,
Gahlot. Bhalé Sultan.
Chauhn.
Bargijar.
Pundir.
Tonwar.
Kachwéha.
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