





ADVERTISEMENT.

Tue followmg pages were not ongmally in-
tended for the pubhc ey;eg nor may they per-
haps be deemed worthy ‘public attention.

They are neither the production of a philo-

sopher, nor of a man of genius; but of a

lady, who has witnessed all that she de-

seribes, and whose chief claim on the indul-'

gence of her reader is authenticity.

The scenes she has endeavoured to pour-

tray, occurred in the order wherein they are

here related : the reader must not therefore

expect a ﬁmshed and elaborate performance;

but a plam, simple narrative of facts, com-
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CHAPTER I

Awm a voyage of nearly five momhs fr@m Eng—
land, we reached that city of palaces, Calcutta
in Bengal “but destmed a8 we were to' 3mn ﬂxe
amy in the upper provinces of Hindostan, ou
stay in it was very short. After hxrmg buata,
and making the necessary preparatwnb foroa
three months’ voyage up the river Ganges, we
smrted for the prmclpal mlhtary Statwn, Khmm
PORBLE b sl sl
At the expn'atlon of the war, in 18()4 we re-
“visited the Presidency, leaving Khaanpore in a
budgerow on the 6th of November, and reached
_Caleutta on the 19th of the following ‘month.
. The stream at tlus season. runs sxx mﬂeg an
Mot v St i we B8 ot :
‘i Galcutta we remmned until the mcmth e»f
Mawh, enjoying the splendid gaieties of the sea-
son, and then set forward by land on our return.
Our tent equipage, conveyed on camels, was
i ;
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despatched a few days previous, that the cattle |
might be more fresh for the journey. It con-
sisted of three tents, one used for sleepmg, one
for eating, and a small,er one, to. answer the
double purposes of butler’s pantry, and as a
shelter, in case of bad weather, fm our servants ;
two palankeens; each carried on the shoulders
of four natives, ¢ called bearers ; with a machme
of the same descnptlon, ‘but inferior materials,
named a dhooley, (this latter contained crockery,
cooking utensils, &e. &e. ), three small waggons
~ drawn by bmnwks, for baggage, paulwy, aml
stoyests () uow j
++/The natives in general but: rpamwlar €
ﬂmdm&r always prefer ’cmvallm@ on foot., ﬁheg@
torbe killed  for, consumption on the road; and
goats, fori the purpose of furnishing . milk, are
driven on these occasions, and keep pace with
{ { the baggage. = Their march is. performed before
gsun-nse, at the rate of from twelve to fifteen
wrm&ma day. praniy b ol
@ngm@muy mmmed ta semd forwam Tralf
the! waablmhmenty so a8 to firid hreakfast redady;
and every thing prepared for our reception.. The
camp bedsteads here are similar to those made
use of in Europe, afid are transported upon men’s
shotilders. . The palankeen bearers bave a tune, 3
not. unipleasitig: ito the ear of those accustomed )
to:itiowhich, regulates theiristeps. Them«uwal
rate of travelling is from: three to three art

y/ b g
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perfect easé ‘to themselves, ofteri indulging in
Jjokes with' their compations on' the !‘oa&* Jﬁw
they are witty fellows i their way. il
- Twas onee trdvelling with a young' mﬁh e
c@mfw artived in the country, who, being ig%-
ranit of their langudge, dnd rather of an impatient
tempet, had provided hintself with 4 Tong whip,
which he applied 4t intervals to the legs of the |
unfortanate ‘natives who supported His palat
keen. This treatment fhey bore with great mag:
nanimity until it began to'grow dark, "wﬁeﬁ
arriving at a basaar, generdlly crowded dbodt
that time, they set him down and left hitt, My
putmkwn had proceeded nearly three miles bes
fore T missed him. Oontluding that Edmet&iﬁg‘
unitoward had occarred, ¥ returned in' search’ of
hitn y and aftdr o delay of ore thin two Hotrs,
with ﬁ%ﬁ‘nlty sﬁéceeded i mﬁuﬁn

hearers ’ whidcy
" Barrackpore, the first station we cdme to, is
fourteen miles from Calcuttd; the road bm&
and good, shaded on either side by loffy trees.
Tt contains a number of good dwelling hotses
for' Emglish officers in the Hast Thidia Compiiy's
sétvice, attached to Seapoy corps. 'These houses,
whitch generally occupy the centre of a stiall
garden, are raised from' the g*wtmd by twe or
mewmeps, covered by a cemeiit in imitation of
white matble, and surrounded by 2 verm

, B2

N..._./

h—mwmw-

half miles dnr hour, which they perforty with




are wmwwwnﬁwwwel with tflm; |
;:{W@}z Gtmgﬁ&,, qm W%hw}l this Station.

; ;Iilmgam&ém

nges until bes
h ch, r@aah@s ito

Fahl o W’fmrﬁ is also to_be. sefam the wppxb
) F@P’rdﬁfmcﬁ of the, Gﬂverlwx 1General of
‘oung;led bv @ ipark« and plgagi or
Thmu gh, tham

‘C\‘i.@pd thelr ﬁ Lends A menageme,
le;cmon qf w;lcl bemts, A, bomnm gar,-—

) fpmmrly] ‘bequgxng to; the Frtmch Chmswamm
the Dutch, and Serampare to the Danes. ...

... The houses. a,t Chmdanagar@ are detachéd from

oﬁ\@m%ﬁtheyg am, for the most; part mmql}oa@
Wm;‘ -f ‘ :@lanc,holy walls, wuh large feldmgw

L 2 a‘l

- Q‘h%’ﬁlﬁ w ﬁ%‘l%ﬁd m the rear R
) wah presents. a handaome front t.o, the .
river,. There are, some good houses in it, with
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‘who "ﬁavé estabhshed sch Q’ls“for
th upoh'a'y

ble to eradlcate th'\t sp nt"of re.
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’whlyva tWereinonth there he ’could’ Wrxte
d speak E

ile the greatest atte twn“ap-
to‘ thelr health’ ‘and morals
’”’“arge gardens and a la
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cleanliness pervades the whole, All tlm tmle
creatures were occupied, and all looked h&ppy,
to the number of one hundred girls, and a greater
proportion of boys, chiefly under twelve years
of age. The total expense per month for each
child is f@rty rupees (five | ) for a girl, in-
| ﬂiﬂ@m& clothes, and_thirty-two, rupees. (four

ol

a ho Thex:r studies are not con-

wmks of the best masters, different translations
of the classics, p}mﬁ for fortlﬁcauon, sketching,
mapsa etching, engraving on copper plates, en-
gmssm& &c are taught with equal skill. From
these m.«mnanes, then' wives, and famzhe:s,
every descqptlon of mstmctmp emanates. In
t.he Prmtmg-qmce were types in three-and-
twermy different languages, besides English; in
an of which, they were printing dictioparies,
grammars, Vocabulanefs, Bibles, &c. no one de-
partment interfering in the smallest degree with
the other. It was really curious to see them
makm,g their own paper and types. Some of
tpec;r bqaks are sold by permxssmn of Govern-
ment for the henefit of the institution, but the
prmupal part of them are disposed of by the
missionaries themscives, gratuitously, .

.Semmgyore, with its ‘white flat-roofed hu;ld,mgs,
pmsents a mqgmﬁcent front to the river; but on
.2 nearer apprqagh is found to abound in narrow
streets 111 paved, dirty, and offensive.

o any particular language or secienge; -




m @i‘*“&p@n éam?mﬁgeﬂ »\"pwsw&\“thmughx-‘ everal
ﬁmi%kagmé Jiover p"!oug%‘& ‘fields and ‘com
mons awmmm ‘the smallest track o guide s,
enqumng our way from one villdge to another,
~ On the second day of our expedition, we learned
that Barrackpore, not being in the direet road to
the upper provinces, we had been obliged to
. cross the country in order to come into it at the
village of Amdunga; whereas we ought, on leav-
ing Calcutta, to have proceeded by way of Dum-
Dum, the principal Station for artillery. Had
we done so, we should have found a good mili-
tary road the whole way, besides having an op-
portunity of seeing the cantonment to which all
cadets in the East India Company’s service are -
sent on their first arrival in the country.

* The following morning we pursued our way
through a large village called Jaggree to Hun-
dunpore, where fortunately our tents had been
placed under the thick shade of an adjoining
grove, or we should have found the heat ex-
ceedingly oppressive. The hot winds set in, in
this part of the country, generally about the
15th of March, and it was now the 4th. A
short distance from this place brought us to a
causeway of considerable length, (scarcely wide
enough to admit two carrviages abreast of each
other,) thrown across a morass, and from the







CHAPTEB AL

Tuz vxllagas in Bengql dlﬁ'er ~.matergaiky frpm
those in the upper, provinces of Hindostan; the
huts of the former being composed, of bambmﬁ
covered with matting, while those of the latter-
are uamformly built of mud, and yhatqhedtiThosg
of Bengal are generally found within igroves of
the bamhoo plant, having small round granaries
1 Mhem formed  of the same materials, b
ised a few, §w: from the grmnd upon. thqgk;s

lik "?jf,,hat S\apport our W mt

gr,am, a deqp hole is. dugzm then cexgtxe ach
-lined with, straw, wherein it is d&pamed* \an&
by that means secured as well against the wea-
ther as against marauders, with whom these
provmces phomud, i v ke Sendsth e
. Bengal. differs as much in chmate, maqners,
.@mtms and appearance of its inhabitants, as
in the general face of the countrys, Here are no
scorching winds in summer, or white frosts, with
ponds frozen over, in the winter; but the burn-
ing sun, stagnant air, and heavy dews, ase far

] ‘)
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more cppressive.  Although these contribute to
fertilize the ground, and to produce their boasted
verdure, they are unwholesome, and frequemly
offensive. = Our tent at sun-rise this morning
was so completely wet withi ‘the dew that had
fallen during: the night, as to affect the clothes
dwbm ‘on‘c¢hairs withm“ and we were' 4o-
m&ny%wgeﬂ to have them dried b*y a‘ﬁw’Wu
mwm;y could b ‘worn with'safety. /' il
L Of. mm:w!angwag@ and oustoms'T mhall say lit-
tley far abler pens than mine have already do-
heﬁbed’ them ;1 shall' content wyself with ob-

¥

ving, that the Bengalee language which they

"ﬁpﬁw‘ provinces, ‘as ‘the Hindostance 1«%
guage is by them ; hence ‘drises ' a &iﬁiwlw A
pers: udmg “setvants of the one coutitry to'at-
tenid you'to'the other. There is, however; s still
stronger reason for the ‘people above Putni ot
Jeeting to'a safotirn in’ Berigal ; it'is becaiise, cont
ﬁ’i&ériwg, as they do, the Bengaices to be of an in-
fevior caste, they ‘are fearful of losing their owi:
for instance, if a man of inferior easte toches the
food, or even utensil in which it'is preparing, of
& superior; it is contaminated, and no longer fit
for use—all the cleansing in the world would be
instfficient, in their opinions, to puﬁfyl o
1éads to the ¢ommon ‘practice of cach’ person

6L

a8 little understood’ by the natives of

wokfng for 'himself, ‘even ‘among those' of »the :




mms rank ; and even when this is niot- the
case, they are extremely particular in havinga
- cook of the same caste a3 they are themselves.

Both Mmdoos and Mussulmen are tepacious in
~ this respect. I remember a cireumstanee thh
" ogenrred to me shortly after, my arrivalin. the
country; which astonished me pot:a little, and
distressed me very much. It is the custom for .
hoats going up or down the river to bringto for
the night, and make fast to.the bank, - generally
near some village where the boatmen may pups
chase food : this, they take the opportunity of
dressing on small stoves formed at the time, of
an adhesive kind of clay, of which these banks
are formed.  Round these they deseribea circle,
raised a few inches from the ground, the inside
of which they smoothe with the hand wntil it has
the appearance of being nicely plastered. « The
dandies, a5 they. are. called, . then place them-
selves zound, to the number of three;. four, and
S@mem!ms ﬁm in a party, with their legs tucked
under them, and commence their attack upon
the curry with all the eagerness of professad
epicures. A number of these plans had been
formed on the only level ground near.our hoat,
and being ignorant at that time of their customs,
I unfortunately stepped into one of the magic
girgles in my attempt to reach the high land.
Our boatmen made no observation at the time:;
but on turning to view the prospect from abeve,

11




‘ y ‘ﬁre mé' g
i w&w ‘%‘y *ﬁﬁhﬁl%we@l foot 't66 nedr the Stove
 and m&mw&mmmwmw Laug '

v as/ 6" willage
‘ mewmwja a‘?half 1oty ol m@ge
* poorinfatited pesple were obigeto éonte

: me& MWW ammdamf"
i mm tofeed horses'as well

"samwﬂwmaﬂw@ha of it," FaT—— Mﬁ%
: xwmimmf wgi:anmy re%dy’ma%heﬂ ﬁ%ﬁlﬁ ‘
- 'me ‘pleastire? with the béatmet,
L\ v, whiv only et a Hot meal’
; %w M“ﬁft@f ﬂﬁn»s@t
s’%wwdn oy mow ekt b salbbmagy

; ﬁhﬂpe&* ‘of ‘sliorérstature; rand “of a very dark
‘mel’@ﬁwﬁ s while the Iw: sriare, for the most
Pmmau irobust; and of a light coppet eolour.
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Tideed I;lmve sometimes seen them, particalatly
the somen, very little darker:than the: natives:
of. France. or Italy ;- and the higher you 'go up.
th@« cammy, v»thejﬁmm tbmmh%bﬂ@m& b«ewmm

g% »th.ey may beismdw m hava no wmtzer s&t a;um
ag far as, respects. «cold, for it is.never suﬁimen«ﬂm
felt to xeqmm a fire; Mal remarked, m (R

g s s

ey xﬁ’er in dress, penhaps,emom, thaﬁ in
aw other particular. In Bengal they wear no
turhans,. merely . their long black hair. strained:
up roundthe head; and fastened in.a knot at the:
top; a few yards of thin silk, of vamou.sscolqm,
fastened round the waist; and. loosely wrapped
about the thighs, leaving the legs quite bare; a
“drapery of thin muslin, thrown carelessly across
the  shoulders, one end shangingin. front; i the
other behind, completes their dress, as far.as
apparel -is concerned. . But a Bengalee: gamlew

man has mot completed hxs ‘toilet until he: has ;
painted his face ‘and arms.; They haye their -

beaux as well ag other nations, who seldomiap-

pear without & wafer on their forehead, consist-

mg ‘of'awhite patch with a spot of bmglm scarlet

in the centre; and a stripe. of white paint down

the middlé of the nose. - These men. nniversaﬂy

wear gar-rings of the purest gold and excex&wt
warhmmshlp, sl i s
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~ Thic costume respects  Hindoos only ;' such
are the principal number of inhabitants in Bens

gal. o Mussulmen, in every provinee, wear loose
trowsers made of satin, dimity, or calico, ac-

cording to the station of the wearer; theirheads

L,

_ ave shaved on the top, leaving only a row of hdiy
round the poll and over the ears.’ They wedar

turbans of shawl or muslin, with a dress of si-

milat materials fitted to the shape; sleaves hang:

ing over the hands, and skirts reaching to the
ancles, with four ot five yards of muslin or
shawl about their loins. On oecasions of vin

usual exertion, this part of the dress is bound

tight, agreeable to the early custom of the Bast,
alluded tovin Scripture, ¢ Gird up thy ' loing,”
&ei Fhave seen most superb and costly dresses
of this description : one worn by His Highness
the Nawaab of Lucknow, was valued at two
hundred and fifty pounds sterling.  The dress
(_was of kinkob, or silk, brocaded with gold ; the
“trowsers, & rich striped satin of various colouys §
the twrban, as well as waistband, was of fine
- shawl,- cutiously wrought with flowers." The
dress throughout was lined with sc¢arlet shawl,
and under it he wore another of delicate trang-
paient mustin, - His shoes, which cutved from
 thetoes back over the foot, and terminated in &
~ point; were of scarlet velvet, eribroideréed with

gold, silvér, and pearls. These dresses do not

reach higher than the collar-bones; leaving the
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2 mvmdﬁm vegetables are common

6

t exposed. . The Nawaab's throat was, on
. wm, nm&y* obscured by three rows.of

. xmmaﬁmpammmha size of & hazel-nut, fastened

round it like & stock.: The:: jewels worn by the
MMMM of Lucknow are most:of. them: publie
erty, demwmd with: the oﬁm» 16 the

uﬁx& m@cemﬂh :'w; s i i Mum&w,’;‘iﬂ* i

. The religion of the Hmdaos, in Bmiga!, differs
i many: respects from that in the upper pro~
vinces, as do the form and attributes:of the
deities ‘they worship, and the food on which
they subsist. In Bengal, it consists chiefly of rice,

dﬁsc@ptm of natives, In Hindostan they eat cakes
by way of bread, made of a coarse kind of wheat
flour called otta, baked o an iron plate; parched
kuddoo, (an inferior kind of cucumber,) melons,
&e.; to which, of late years; since the iutrodned
tion of thens by the English, may be added po+
tatoes. As strong liquors are prohibited by their
religion, the inhabitants of Hindostan mix groat
guantities of spice; of various deseriptions, with
their food as/a substitute: there is/indeed a gpis
ritwous liquor which they extract from the ber-
ries of the mowak tree, but their general be-
verage is pure water. « The Bengalees appeni to
be characterized by a4 mixture of low cunning;
cowardice, and dissimulation ; while their mm
northern nicighbours are manly, brave, and ge-
3 e

«
3
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nerous; but lido notmean to say that they will
hesitate to mse deception: when it is necessary

to.carry a point. : ‘They are however, generally

aking, ~more : Arust-worthy  when' they are
good, and rogues of a higher stamp when dis-
p@gedwm:heboma 80, Perhaps the difference of
climate may have influence on their minds as
well as bodies; for as in Bengal it is\dafmpvand
~ enervating, se'in the hlgher provmcers it s dry
and often bracing. | Py i
i After this. dxgre:ssxon, we w111 pursue our Jmm»

mm Arom Hundunpore over a flat country thickly

wooded; and abounding in stagnant pools. At
the romantic ‘Station of  Krishna-nugger, or, as
it is commonly called, Krishna-ghur, we re-
mained  two, days, and found some agreeable
‘English society. . This place took its name from
Krishna, the Apollo of the Hindoos, to whom
is.dedicated a very ancient temple built on this
spot.« It is one of those denominated in, this
_cfmxmy ¢ civil Stations,” on account of its con-
taining an. European judge, a collector of re-
yenue, a surgeon, &c. with a company of sea-
poys, who are occasionally relieved by others
from Barrackpore... The scenery about Krishna-
ghur|is highly picturesque and beautiful : 2 fine
clear viver called the Jellingy rums in front. of the
sxa‘tmn, over whlch is a feny to the island .of
" Kossimbazar. ;
IlﬂVlng dxspatahed our camp aqmpage, we

Q.
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were prevailed upon to remain until the evening.
We then travelled a distance of seventeen miles to
our tents, not without risk of losing some of the
attendants by tigers, with which this part of the
~ country abounds. We were in an open carriage,
- with just sufficient light to distinguish the road;
when one of these animals, growling in & bush
near u¥, causéd the horses to plunge violently
forward. . 'They quickly conveyed ws out of
danger, but left the syces, or grooms; who run
with the horses and take care of them, the move
exposed. Fear had fortunately quickened their
pace valso, and' they escaped unhurt.: Our
alarms were however not destined to subside;
for on' reaching the tents we learned that one
of the servants, going towards a pond for 'wa-
ter; ‘had seen a tiger, and only escaped hint by
plunging in and swimming to a village on the
opposite side.  Another agreeable piece of in-
formation wis, that in crossing 'a field of high
grass near e camp, they had discovered two
asléep’; it theérefore became expedient to'kindle
fires around us without loss of time but befove
this ‘could bée effected, we were in realily at-
tacked; although by & less formidable enemy-=
a half-starved wolf daﬂed’aiﬁungst our sheep,
aind earried off a poor innocent lamb. T believe
I have mentioned that it is necessaty on a march
to guard dgainst the want of provisions, by drivs
ing the live stock for consumption with the bag-
c
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gage ;" for in those towns or villages'that are in-
habited only by Hindoos, nothing of the kind
ean be procured-—they never eat any thing,that
has bad life. Emboldened, as it should seem,
by success, scarcely was all quiet in the camp
Before depredations of the same nature were
repeated. Our people, enraged at their slum-
bérs being thus disturbed, caught up the first
offensive weapon within their reach; and i
one instant my ears were assailed by the firing
of 'guns, pistols; shouting, beating together
brass pots, kettles, and, in short, a mixture
of ‘discordant sounds; yet so hungry were our
foes, 'that’ all this was searcely sufficient to
alarm and ‘drive them away. Sleep was en-
tirely out of the question; for in this manner,
with a few short intervals, passed the night.
Never was the dawn of day more welcome than
T fotnd it now ; and we took advantage of it'to
guit this horrid neighbourhood. Itis said that

. misfortunes seldom come alone; mﬂf ‘indeed, it
proved on this occasion; for at the next place
we halted, no supplies whatever could be pro-
cured, either for servants or cattle—every vil-
lage within reach seemed to have been abam
doned to'the brute creation. ‘ ;
“From' this place we travelled ahmg a vxle
road over a fat country, chiefly pasture land,
for‘several miles, and at length reached Shool-
bereah, an indigo factory in the possession of



19

Monsieur Savi, a Frenchman, by whom we were
most hospitably entertained.  The family con-
sﬁate& ‘besides his wife and himself, of a young
wzdww, (their daughter,) her three children; a
son, and another young widow, (their cousin,)
" both under twenty years of age; three ladies
on @ visit at the house, a Catholic priest, and
four French gentlemen, their neighbours, whe
had come over to pass the day: being Sunday;
we found them just returned from mass. Tiie
venerable appearance of the priest, on his first
approach, bespoke my respeet ; but the kilarity,
wot to say levity, of his conversation during break:-
fast, soon turned it to disgust. [ found reason,
~while in this family, to regret my negligence in
" not having cultivated the French language ; for,
from want of practice, I was considerably at a
~ Joss, and particularly so, as none of them spoke
English. They soon prepared, as is the custom
with Catholics, to celebrate the $abbw&h by

- —

_singing and daxming The honse wos latga s

" commodious; so that, while the party in the sa~
Joon amused themselves with an organ, piano~
forte, tamborine, &e. I retired to a distant apart-
meit to steal an hour of repose, which, after the
recent alarms I had experienced, and conse-
quent want of sleep, had become highly desira-
ble. About three o'clock I was informed that
the dinner was ready, and was conducted into

a handsomer room than any I had yet seen. We.

2
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sat domwn, about sixteenin number; to a really

elegant repast; after which the darcing re-com-
menced, and was continued until late at mght
Nothing could exceed the wit and spirits: of
these lively French women: care appeared to

leave no stamp on them. = The daughter of Ma~

dame, Savi one minute declared herself the most

wretched of human beings, lamented, and even

wept at the hardness of her fate; and almost in
the! same breath would laugh at a bon mot that
accidentally caught her ear. She was an inte-
resting looking young creature, in weeds, not
yet eighteen. It seemed as if she disdained to
be conquered by grief; for once she caught my
eyes as they were fixed upon her, and taking my
hand, she exclaimed with a lively air, ‘< Do not
look 'a.t me when I am sad, only when I am
gay.” The other young widow, her cousin, had
left off mourning ‘¢ more than a month,” she
told ms, ‘and with it, as it appeared, all serious
thoughts. - Happy people, to be able so easily

~ to.overcome the most severe of all aflictions ! oh
__bad been hitherto taught to believe that the Ra»-
 man Cathohc religion: enveloped its votaries in
:’supersmmn and despondency 5 .but were L ito
_judge by my experience of to-day, it would

lead me to very oppbmte concluszons‘ ‘ it

{/



j”CHAPTER .

P@ UR sleepmg tent was pitched at Placey, a’bou‘t
‘two miles beyond this place, on our route to
Moorshedabad; and it was near one o’élock 'in
the morning before we reached it.  Placey was
once a place of some importance, as the scene
of Lord Clive’s first victory over the Bengalese,
it'is now an insignificant vﬂlage Wlth very few
mhabatants ‘

- Our _]ourney was resumed the next mormn
over a road which was almost the worst T &
travelled ; deep ruts and high banks constantly
lmpeded our progress, nor did the scenery pre-
sent any thing to compensate for these mconve-
mences s

'The next place ‘we ciime to, of any conse-
* quence, was the well-known city of Moorsheda-
bad, the residence of the Nawaab 'of Eengaf
He enjoys, however, little more than an, emply
title, having neither territory nor authority, but
enjoying in their stead a pension from the Bast
India Company.  Moorshedabad is one of ‘their
principal civil stations; besides the usual coms
plement ' of civil servants, such as judge,’ col--
lector, assxstant revmtrar, and surgeon, it c‘«on-
tains'a ‘court of appeal, ‘consisting of three su—
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peﬁoé judges with their appendages. Aﬁo\u{ ‘
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two miles from this is the military station of
Berhampore, also on the banks of the Ganges;
it is an elegant cantonment, surrounded by cul-
tivation, and kept in the highest order; the

bank is steep, sloping gradually down to the -

water’s edge, and planted with grass, which is
pomstantly mowed and watered, with a broad
; gravel walk or parade on the top, ~Supplies. af

d evmy kind are to be met with here Also a ma-‘

i

The first twenty miles, after leavmg Moorshe-
dabad, were exceedingly unpleasant on a,copunx
of the road; not that the ruts were so deep as
on the other side the city, but the road was
worn so uneven, and was withal so stony, as to
be almost dangerous. This is generally the case
in the nelghbourhood of large cities in India,
' whem much traffic is carried on, It i 18 neces-
sary to mform the reader that there are no turn-
pikes in this country, and that the roads are re-
?a,lm_d by Government bu'wso shamefi
gleeted did ¢his appear, that near a c@ns;dﬁmh]e

»
e
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(por did this event appear of recent date;), snd

“we were obliged to cross the stream, over a temi:
poraty one of mud and bamboo, which sunk un-

der the horses’ feet p‘t,‘.@mry step. The country
about this place is much covered with clumps |

. of bamboo, intermixed with corn-fields. These
‘crops, which in some were ripe, in others half
cut, and filled with reapers, gave it a cheerful
appearance; but the fallen leaves of the bamboo
plant, which have a strong offensive smell, svould
form in my opinion a great objection to residing
. Our tents were next day pitched in a grove of
fine miango trees, whose fruit, the most useful and
delicious of any in India, possesses, in the dif-
ferent stages of its growth, very opposite guali-
ties; when ripe, it is about the size of a magnum
bonum plum, with a thick yellow rind, often
found tinged on one side with a deep red colour,
and particularly juicy; in the centre of each is
a large oval stone, the shape of the mango; and
you seldom meet with, two in fifty of the same
flavour—the predominant taste is either that of
the pine-apple or the strawberry. They dre
ripe about June or July. Sofond are the natives
of this fruit, that while in season it is their prin-
cipal food, and is considered both wholesome
and nutritive where water is the only beverage
but I have known instances where even one glass
of wine, taken at the same time, has produced a

@
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fever, particularly when ripened (as is frequently
the case) on straw, to bring them forward before
those become ripe that are in the open air. When
green, this fruit has a most grateful acid flavour s
it makes an excellent pickle or preserve, a de-

licious tart, and much improves a curry, soused

fish, &c. Mango trees are generally planted in
~ groves by the road side, affording an agreeable
shelter for the traveller from thesheat of a noon-
day sun, where they have generally also the be-
nefit of a well, more necessary to the inhabitants
of this country even than their food. The leaves
of the mango tree are as large as those of the
walnut in England; indeed the fruit, when
green, is not unlike a walnut in appearance ;

6.

~ painful'eruption on the skin not unlike the ﬁMJ
tle-vash, attended by a considerable degree of

‘the branches spread considerably, and thay

grow to a great height. i
. The road, as we pursued our journey, grew
rather worse than better; it ran along a high

causeway for upwards ‘of ten miles, of barely
sufficient width for twe carriages to pass each

other, and was besides much cut up by vehi-
cles of burthen. The ground on either side was
cultivated with rice'and paddy, and must in the
rainy season be completely inundated, forming
the only soil in Whlch these grains are said to
flourish. ‘

The wllages we had hitherto passed were few,




t --.twmtwaour hours, as enjoined by his religion}
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and of mean appearance.  On making this ol
servation, I was told that no Hmdoo, if he
could possibly aveid it, would live any where

buton the banks of the sacred river, (the Ganges,)
wherein he might bathe at least twice in'thé

indeed, T have observed that they no'sooner af-
rive at the end of a journey, be it long or short,
than they strip themselves and plunge into thé
river; and where no river is at hand, ‘squat |
down by the side of a well, and throw ‘was :'
ter over themselves until they are complete}yf
drenched.  This custom  of so frequent ablus
tion may appear, in the idea of an European,
extremely inconvenient and troublesome. To
obviate this, their dress, which I have before
described, is peculiarly adapted. This custom
of frequent ablution, and the supposed religious
nature of the ceremony, may also account: for
the immense population on the banks of the
Ganges, in defiance of the torrents which fre-

" quently sweep whole v11]a.ges away, leaving no
trace behind. . ‘

. The unpleasant causeway 1 have descnbed
bmught us to a place called Kummerak, where
the river opened majestically on our view; and
we continued our journey along its banks until
we approached the tents, which, to our dismay,
were pitched upon a plain, without a single tree
to shelter them. We of course expected to

i
¥
i
i
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suffer considerably from the heat; but whetlw
firom tlw wieinity of the spot. to the river, or
m any other local cause, it is difficult tb d:er
termine, the day proved much Jess ‘oppressive
than those which preceded ity when we en-
camped. under a thick shade. The wind blew .
hot and fresh. We had provided ourselves with
taities* at Moorshedabad, which being fixed at
ﬁh@ windward entrance of the tent, and kept
well watered on the outs;de, rendered us ex-
mmaly «comfortable.
...... ++/This xiver is an arm only of thé great Gangea.
and was at this time nearly dry, We travelled
' chmﬁy on its bank, but When% ex the road de-

ik ,,(‘I’attm are framas made of bambao, reapmblmg m;)kq-
ork, rather closer one way than the other, to £t a door or
wmdow These frames being covered by the ﬁbrous roots of
[ ‘& sweet-scented grass, called kus kus, ave kept wet by a person
\ m the outide throwing water upon them. There is an’ iart,
~ @ven in this since by leaving any part of the datty dry, the
W&a of cooling the apartment is defeated, The hot wind,
which generally blows strong from the westrward passing
through these tattics, becomes cool, and conyeys a reﬁeshmg
_seent hke roses. 1 have frequently felt the house so cold from
them, as to be under the necessity of . ‘wearing an additional
| gamment, while ont of it the atmesphere has ‘been intolerably
4 hot. Another kind of tatty, for light airs, such as blow. from
e East, is made from a low briary shrub of a lively gteen,
,found on sandy placeg, named jowassy, which is p]aced tlghtly
on the ﬁ'ame, and’ may be renewed daily.
" 'Strong westerly winds make a hﬁa’l&hy se&sem, as do dmse'
froni the Bast the reverse. i

Igdel
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viated, it led through cultivated lands sur-
rounded b;v embankments—a mcesmy pre-
‘ @m@m agmmt its overflow in the rainy season.
The erops here are wonderfully Juxuriant, and
so indefatigable are the people in encouraging
- them, that they even till the few dry patchesin

the bed of the stream, The whole, at this time,

appedred one cheerful moving scene-—pedes-

trian travellers, and innumerable droves of cat-
_tle passing and re-passing ; boats sailing’ down,

ATV

_while others i
Ganges, Mmramd from us only by a low bank
of sand about a quarter of a mile across, pre-
senting a coup d'@il of the most agreeable pature.
~ But we soon found ourselves obliged to cross a
 bed of sand which separated two cuts of the
giver ; this happening to be deep, considerably
impeded our progress, while the ascents and
descents were almost perpendicular. In one
part we encountered a narrow, rapid stream,
through which the united force of the party, as-
sisted by the horse that drew it, was scarcely
sufficient to push the carriage. On reaching the
declivity we discovered another sand, of cofisi-
detable breadth, to traverse before. we, could
gain the ferry, this fexry being at the )unetmn
of three branches of the Ganges.

Our march to- -day had been so reta.rded by
the &ands, that the sun was getting. hlgh, and
my 1mpat1ence great for the shelter »,pf a tent;

racking up the magnifigent
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s0, jumping into a small fishing-boat, as the de-
lay in conveying our carriage into the other was
likely to prove cousiderable, T made the best of
my way on foot towards our encampment, 'tra-
vérsmg ploughed fields and banks of sand for

6L

nearly a mile. This brought me to the village of

Sooty, on the main bank of the Ganges, where

our tents were pitched, and in about an hour I

was Jomed by the rest of the party; thus cross-
ing that arm of the river that separates the island

.nf Co.mmbazar from the main land. From this
island of Cossimbazar are brought those beautiful

feathers, €6 ‘highly esteemed by European la-
dies, called the Comocolly* ‘The birds on which
they grow are a species of water-fowl, about
the size of a gull, peculiar to this island. The
‘plumage of the young birds is grey, of the old

Whlte The feathers most in request are found

under the wings, and are light as ether down :
they are either worn in a plume, or formed into
various shapes, such as ‘muffs, tippets, &e.;
and although very expensive in England, may
m Calcutta be procured for a mere trifle.

bwmg to a curious circumstance, we found.

the village of Sooly almost deserted : a tobbery
to a large amountthad been lately committed
there on some travelling merchants, and all the

v

Y The name of that paxt of the island where these birds are -

chxeﬂy found.
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prineipal persons, including their chief, had been
taken 'to the Judicial Court at Moorshedabad

upon suspicion of being concerned in it. It is;
as I afterwards learned, not an unusual thing

for these jemeendars, or head men of villages, to

keep a number of subordinates to plunder when
they ‘have opportunity, dnd divide the spmh
It is in this particular that our government is 50
beneficial to the country in general, inasmuch as
its activity and justice protects the’ prOperty df
individuals. Of this the natives are well aware;
and, for the most. part, gratefully acknow:
ledge it. sl
" We spent the mght at:Sooty, but were' muah
dlsturbed by the howling of a small animal
called the pao; by which it is affirmed that the
tiger is always preceded when in search of prey.
" The first village of any consequence that we
passed through on the following morhing was
Narungabad, where there is'a number of fine
large trees, chiefly tamarinds, and a good bas
ar. ‘The properties of the tamarind tree are
somewhat remarkable, being at once a bane and
an antidote. It is a well-authenticated fact
among the natives, that a person sleeping under
one of these at night, invaridbly complains, on
awakening, of pain in his limbs, weariness, shi-
vering, and other indications of ‘fever; which
symptoms, by drinking plentifully of an mfu-
sion of its fruit, are generally removed, .

W o i D s s e A
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Qut@ydum# Was oW chwﬁy Across iw Jawudts,
tersected by stagnant pools, on which were

innumerable wild fowls, but pmmuipaﬂy ducks, |

precisely like those we have in England, and
equally good in flavour. From hence, by &

gradual ascent, we reached a plain of the finest

turf; and drove on it for a considerable distance

without the slightest impediment, tracing the
~ boundsry of a fine transparent stream, called
the Collal Pawnee Nullak*. On this stream ap~
pearéd miore than fifty fishing boats preparing to
east their nets.  The prospect altogether, aided
by the fineness of the morning; (for there wasa
refreshing bmaze,) ren&ered: this ride truly de-
lightful. ‘

o W found our tents pxtched inoan extemiver

grove of varied foliage, on a very romantic spot
near the village of Downapore; but as every ad-
vantage has its contra, no drinkable water could
be procured within half a mile; although: this
circumstance was immaterial, as far as regarded
owrselves, still after a long mavrch it was very
fagiguing to our servams,, who drank mthmg
but water.

2. TFhe next mm'mng, at day»break we: pt’m
eeeded as usual, ‘and accomplished the first
tmlm-‘milw before breakfast. The mumry

i C’ollah, in Hmdoatauee, heve means dwrk Panmce, water,
Nullah a streans’ ’
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was woody, and for the most part cultivated;
with the exception of a plain of considerable
extent, indeed without any apparent boundary,
which led to two streams, separated by a nar-

~ row bed of sand, whose banks were so exceed-
* ingly steep that we were literally under the ne-

eessity of scrambling up them ; the only wonder
was, that our carriage ever reached the top:
The road on the following day was not only
rough, but high in some places and low in
others, bounded by the river on the right} and
~ the Radge Mak’l hills, at about two miles distant,
‘on the left, leaving a space of highly cult.watﬁd
land between.

- A few miles before reachmg Radofe Mah I, we
drove through the village of l%tek Poor: it

~ eontains an indigo factory, and a pretty large

serai*.  This latter is a place of reception for
travellers; it is in form a square, enclosed on
each side by high brick walls, with large foldv
ing gates at the east and west entrances. . The
wall on the inside is lined with small sheds, or
thatched hovels, each furnished with a bedstead
of the rudest materials, called a char-piah, such
as are commonly used by the people of this

country. It is & square frame, about five feet
and a half long, covered by coarse twine strongly

woven together, and supported by four pieces, or

* A party of the police are stationed in every sevai.

3
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rather small ‘blocks of wood, of about a foot and
ailmiﬁ‘f in height, without posts or tester.'' For-
tﬂaamly, these people do not require the luxury
of'a bed; and in cold weather they carry their
coverlid upon their backs. © Curry and rice,

cakes made of ofta, (or coarse flour,) milk, and |
good water, may be procured in these serais

for''a trifling consideration, 'as also food and

lodging ‘for ‘cattle. 'Gentlemen, when senﬂiﬁfg‘"
 theit horses to a distance, find them' verycon

v‘éﬁlé’gt but, in'a general way, they are fre-

qﬁﬁméd only by those natives who travel with-
 otit ‘tents, or'a sufficient guard to protect them.
About two miles beyond this, we crossed a

bridge built of red brick over the Qodak Nullah,
celebrated in the annals of this country as the
scétie of an obstinate battle between two of their
strongest native powers. It was very sultry;

ard near nine o’clock before we reached Radge
Makl ‘as it is commonly called ; but’ pmpeﬂyﬁ

~sﬁeakmg, Rgjah Ko Mahul, 'signifying ¢ the
property of the Rajah.” On approaching this

phace, which is of considerable extent, the cotin:

try assumes a woody appearance, while ‘innu:
merable small hamlets, peeping through clumps
of bamboo, render it extremely pleasmg to t*hé
eye :

Radge Mak'l was formeﬂy a place of great

celebrity ; it contained the best bazar in India,

and was resorted to from the most distant pro-




M . Ly

vinces, | |Of all the arts and manufactures whwh i
rendered it celebrated when  in its orviginal |
grandeur, there remains only a manufacture of
earthen-ware, and the art of carving on marble;
of which material they make sundry small arti-
‘cles for sale. Here the eastern and western
dawks, or post, meet, and exchange bags, the
inhabitants of the upper provinces not choosing
to go lower, and those of the lower provinces
not: wxshmg to proceed higher up the country, .
The ins of a magnificent palace of the ra- |
still shown, but it'is fast falling to des
cay.. The whole town, shortly before our ar-
rival there, had nearly been consumed by fire ;
fortunately for us, a baker and his house had
escaped the conflagration, for he soon made us
some excellent bread and hot rolls for breakfast
next morning.  The substitute for yeast, called
teddy, is'met with here in great perfection; it
exudes from the palm-tree, and makes much
lighter bread, without any bitter taste. |
At so great a distance from any European
station, a baker is certainly a great conve-
nience; and the man who, in this sequestered
spot, devotes himself to the comfort and accom-
modation of travellers, certainly deserves greater
encouragement than the casual reward of his
labours. Two or three rupees a month, from
Govemment ‘would keep up this establishment
from generation to. generation. The Hindoos
D
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will never, if they can avoidit, forsake the trade
of itheir fathers; and are so exceedingly tena«
cious in this particular, that they are even serus
- pulous’ of improving upon it. 1 asked a baker
onee to make muffins, and offered to translate
a receipt I had for them into Hindostanee, pro-
mising him at the same time a recommendation
to all my aequaintance, which being pretty
large, and at one of the principal military stas
tions, must have been highly lucrative to: himu:
He listened very patiently until I had finished
my speech, when closing his hands in a sups
pliant posture, “ Pardon me, Lady,” said he,
{9but iy father never made them, my grand-
father never made them, and how can L pre+
sume to do-it? . My grandfather brought up
sixteen children, my father fourteen children,
swithout making mufleens, and why should not
17 Buch elose reasoning’ as this. I was by no
~means. prepared to parry, so bowing assent, 1
dismissed him, and there the matter ended.
The Hindoos are, beyond a doubt, the least en-
‘terpnsmg people in the world. G it e
,chdge Mak’l is just eleven mlles from our. last
.-ﬁncampment‘ ‘We were pitched on the bank of
_the river, at its Widest part; but having lnsi&her
wind nor shade, we found the heat almust into-
J?ﬁl‘mleO R S AR i LR e




' Qon rbute on tha follomng dwy ran so: neam&w
edge of a precipice, that the smaﬂest deviation
might have proved fatal to us. 'A thiek grasy
Jungle, or underwood, and a range of mountaing
- bounded our view on one side; on the other
flowed the Ganges ; while the bank on which we
drove was nai'mw, and in many plae@s muah
Prakenuiooiod L TR ey
" The sheep and goats of Bengal are remarkably
small, the latter generally white, and are, when
young, the prettiest little creatures imaginable.
They thrive here in great abundance;. but in
consequence of the number of wolves and’ tigers
with which this neighbourhood is infested; it is
necessary to keep them closely guarded. Goat's
milk, in India, is infinitely preferable, in tea, to
that of cows, being much rxcher and without
amy unpleasant taste. i Sl W
Over a fine down, on which our térnt& ‘were
}méhe& we  drove three miles  the' ifollowing
morning as on a soft green velvet, and passed' a
large village different from any T' had yet seeh.
The huts were of straw, or long grass, neatly
plaited 'together; supported ‘on ' four bamboo
poles, with fences round' them of similar mate-
D2
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Jj rials at a little distance, so constructed as to se-
cure their different kinds of cattle at night. from
,g beasts of prey. This kind of elastic fence, by
 yielding to their spring, alarms them, and they
invariably sneak off. Beyond this village lay a
deep sand, covered by long grass and briars,
through which, as mlght be expected, the road
proved miserably bad. Considering this as a
public way, leading to all the principal Eu«,
ropean stations on the banks of the Ganges, it
appears somewhat extraordinary that it should
be so entirely neglected, as the badness of the
road must necessarily impede commerce, not
only with the provinces, but also from the Mha-
rattah and other states. Within the dlstance Qf
_ seventeen miles, no less than seven brldgeqw
Reare& almost dangerous to cross,l for want o
a little.repair. To my observation on this sub-
Ject may perhaps be replied, that Govemment
is now making a new military road up the coun-
_ try another way. Very true; but can Govern-
ment induce the natives to form villages on it;
80 great a distance from their sacred and fa-
vourite river? and if not, how are trayellers,
particularly natives; to procure supplies? They
answer, The distance will be so much lessened.
But who, in undertaking a journey of nearly a
thousand miles, would not be glad to go a few
miles more, in order to pass a pleasant day in .
some: friendly habitation? In a multitude of
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vounsellors, however, we are told, there is wis~
dom; I must of course conclude that every thing
is arranyed for the best. Great part of our way
now lay through a Jungle full of tigers; but they
mwly attack a }mman being in the day-tlme,
© patticularly where cattle are so numerous as in
Bengal. Our people observed ﬂne ata d:staﬁééf
meakmg dﬁr‘ to a thwker covert ‘

was alose to the mver, and of very mean appem‘
ance. Like Radge Mak'l, it bad lately suffered
by fire ; nor is it surprising that such cn'cum— |
stances should frequently happen, when we
consider of what materials their hovels are com~
posed, and their carelessness in throwing away
the lighted particles which they have been
‘smoking *. Another circumstance which greatly
tends to lessen our commiseration, is, their ex-
‘treme apathy concerning each other; for if a
man succeeds in rescuing his own property, he
immediately marches off with it, regardless of
fhe entreaties of his neighbour for assistance.
/The natural indolence of these people is in-
dasd very great; no plea but necessity induces
them to move at all. = They would like to sit and
smoke the whole day long. <“Better,” say they,
‘_v"“ﬁo sit than\sﬁand better to lay down th:m

/ 7

* The practxce of' smokmg is umvcrsa] throughout, the
eastern world. j
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sit ;. better to sleep than either.” If assailed by
any sudden misfortune,-they instantly lose all
presence of mind,.and run. b&whng ﬁlim-zhka 80
many mad.creatures. i iyt ¢ byl w

v From Gunga Pursaad, by an almmst perpﬂm

Q.

dltmlammad ‘we ascended the mountains.. On

either side grew thick ,underwood, and the path
was covered with loose stones. By slow de-
_grees we approached the pass of Zelliah Gulley,
| ‘Whm:e we found  the remains of .two fortified
w gg.wway&, which in former times had been foreed
. and carried by a people called The Jauts*. Onone
side appeared an impenetrable wood, intersected
by frightful chasms; on the other a tremendous
precipice, on the edge of which lay a dismounted
gun of large dimensions. This pass divides the
province of Bengal from that of Bahar, inte
which 'we now  entered.. Bahar is sow consi-
dered one of the centre provmcea of the East
India Company’s possessions in this. direction.
While I gazed on the mouldering remains of a
_ fortified .gateway, on the summit of this almost
. inaceessible. mountain, whose, turrets frowned
¢ dnawfal. majesty on the thick weod heneathy I
eould almost fancy I heard the groans of some
poor wretch ccmﬁ.ned within . its walls. . Silent,
dreary, and forsaken, save by beasts of prey
who prowled to quench their thirst at the moun-

s } ‘ i ‘ ’ (e i
" Sec Dow's Hist. Of Hindostan. s B
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taintorrents; far from the haunts of men; was!
thig terrific region ! «Nor wag the deseent on the’

other sideless ‘formidable: huge stones; ‘over
which, asbefore; we were obliged o seranible)

perpetually impeded our’ progress ; ° the: poor

hotses' eould with difficulty keep upon their

legsy ‘and it required three or four men: to hang'

- on'the back ipart of the carriage, in order to pre=

veiit its falling over, so steep was the declivity.!
o Fust at this erisis our guide declared himself
unable to proceed~he was so fatigued he could
gorno farther. His services were however indis~
pensable 1 a little: wine might have: recruited
himi, but that he would not touch; at: length,
by promises of additional reward, he contrived
to creep along. And now, what should present
itself but a camel newly slain by a tiger!'the
bléod was still flowing fromits throat, and the
orvedture scarcely cold.  The'scent of the 'tiger
was very strong ; and it was conjectured thaty
hearing ‘us approach; the ferocious: animal ‘had
left 'his prey. It was some time ‘before the
horses would: prdcee& ; vand not” one of! themy
ttil'a bandage had been placed over his eyes.

Tveannot say but 1 shuddered '@‘fblittle‘w myselfiu A
 different scene however soon dissipated:the hors

vors:of: the: last 1 a beautiful and fertile yalley
gpened-on our view, bounded at the distance of
about half a mile by a range of hills still higher
than those we were about to quit; while an ex+
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pansive lake, covered with a variety of wild
fowl, and a table land of luxuriant turf, proved
a pleasing reverse to the bold scenery of its

neighbouring hills, = A fine smooth road: con-

ducted. us tbrough this romantic spot, amid
small bushes of odoriferous shrubs, and. pea-
cocks, feeding in the full security of solitude.
From hence, ascending by a gradual and almost
imperceptible ascent, we caught sight of another
range of hills, which still separated us from the
_Ganges.  The first rays of the rising sun were
beginning to shed their lustre on the prospect.
What heart so insensible as not to feel the Di-
vine influence! to adore the great Creator, and
to. think with Milton, ‘“ These are thy works,
Parent of good I” D

#©Our road lay through a thick Jungle, inter-
gmrsad with wild roses and creepers of singular

S}

beauty, differing both in shape and colour from

any I had se¢n, although some of them bore a
strong résemblance to various hot-house plants
_ in Epgland.  About eight o'clock we reached
the plain on which our tents were pitched ; it
l&a»ppwed to be near a little mean village, called
Palliak-poore. . This place was inhabited by in-
valid pensioners of the East India Company’s
regiments, who, when disabled in the service,
have the option of retiring to ome of the many
villages set apart for that purpose, where a spot
of ground is allotted to each individual, and a
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few rupees paid monthly to them by the snmr-»
intendent, or visiting officer. This gratuity af-
fords'the seapoys an opportunity of sitting down
- comfortably with their families for the remainder
* of their days, and is a most admirable institution,
7 Hmfortunately for us, the pensioners of Palliak-
ore happened to be Hindoos, who only keep
suﬂiment« supplies for their separate consump-
tion, and !}gmymg no bazar, our Mussulman ser-
vants came badly off. On these occasions, Hin-
doos have greatly the advantage ; a little parched

grain, and a draught of water occasionally, will |

support them for many days. It is cm%g_@
that [one rupee and a half (three shllhngs and

. rmment for a onth

by bout half a mile , from l’allzah-poore is an. m»
digo factory. The gentleman who resided there,
no sooner heard of our arrival, than, with that
spirit of hospitality so general throughout India,
he invited us to his house ; which on our declin-
. ing to accept, he sent his servants to our tents
laden with fruit and vegetablos. . In the course
of the day we were visited by some of the hill
people, bearing earthen jars filled with the most
delicious honey I ever tasted : it was perfectly
white and transparent. o

me~pence) will furnish a Hindeo with food and _




' é%ﬁtﬁfeﬁ‘ attacked ‘a geﬂﬂeman on horseﬁacki
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ite a distinct race of people ; they

¥ nativéhills ‘bat 'to exchange

WW WQG(}“ for! gmaﬂr hlw the migm 4‘@. il
villages, ‘appear ‘totally uncivilized, and ‘speak

alahguage peculiar to'themselves. - Pheir stas

ture'is shortand thick, with skins nearly black}

small black @‘yes’ Jow foreheads, ‘thick" coarse

blaek ‘eurly hair, on whicl neither men fior wo:

mien Wwear aiy covering, and very little ‘elothing
at'all. ‘They are’ timid and inoffensive; as far
a8 respects human beings, but very ferocious
with beasts, against which they are armed with
Wdﬂed’ arrows, amd ‘elubg’! of such'a ' size and
%%gh hat a mad not accuswme& to them
¢ould ‘scarcely wield ' them. *The post-man; in
traversing ‘these wilds) is attended by a'guide
éarrying o tom fom, or small drum, which ‘e
Bedts ds' e ‘runis along, to alarm’ and’ dzsﬁéx‘@@
the-‘gavage animals’ ‘that infest them‘ mfmhg@t
othets, ‘the ‘wild buf ‘
féared. Twas f&?esent when' one of these ﬁm@%

who only saved his life by the speed of th‘
rﬁ%ﬂ ‘on"which he rode. - B

. ¥ Here, for the first time since leaving Calcuﬁw

ot people drew “water from a well; hitherto

they had beett obliged 10 use that”of the ﬂvew“

oF Somie staghant pooli -
! Brom' Palliah-poore the voad is r*emgh and* M&
iher hilly, on a gravelly seil ; it runs generally

R



wt

through a kind .of brush-wood and briars; (but
- nean villages ' the country is well - mmmm
Thus'we continded travelling, ‘at: the base of &
ridge of hills, until we reached the large and po»
pulous village of Kol Gong. ‘The opposite side
« eofithe river, which we occasionally canght sight
of; appeared covered with under-wood, and; we
were told, was full of game. I observed several
herds of cattle, and that one of them had always
a bell bung .mmd his mnk, to pwmm the rest
from straying.: (o1 o o o g
< The village oﬁ Kal Gong stands xmmedmtely
underthe: hills, whose sides are: covered with
shrubsy and in front of it runs the Gangeés.
_Many indigo planters, and officers retired from
the Gt}mpanys service, are settled here; some
of them have btﬁlt large houses in the European
 style, which gives it somewhat the appearance _
of England.. Two most extraordinary rocks,: of
a, pyramidal form, rear their monstrous heads
about the middle of the river, nearly oppositeito
this place; they appearto have been formed by
huge stones, piled one upon anotherto an' im-
moderate height. On the pinnacle of each isthe
hut of al fakeer, or mendicant priest-—the onea
Hindoo, | the .other a: Mussu'man; They have
-each.a small boat, in which they ;ply for charity
from those who: pass.up and down the river,
whichis: hﬁ¥6 two mﬂeﬁnacmﬁs;.. “H:mjay h&tiim
unworthy remark, that although there is not the

P




smallest  appearanice of soil, shrubs and even
trees grow almost to the summlt of these mm,
the civeumference of which, at the base, is ahwt
a hundred and fifty yards: their size is nearly
wualf. There is no tradition in existence re-
espwtmg thexr origin. Approach to them in the
rainy season is extremely dangerous, and many
boats are wrecked here. |
»+On leaving Kvl Gong, we qultted the vmmxty
of these awfully romantic mountains, and by a
broad beaten track entered a flat and highly cul-
tivated country. - The only unpleasant circum-
stance was its being intersected by ravines, in
which were frequently a good deal of water ; in
that case, our only resource was to cross them
on temporary bridges of bamboo, covered thh
earth.  In descending one of these ravines, our
earriage. was overturned; but the soil being
‘sandy, it sustained no injury.  We had fortu-
nately quitted it before the accident happened.
The farther we journied west of Calcutta, the
- ‘hotter and stronger the wind became; but the
mghm were still cool; nor did the hot winds
£ommence blowing in general until about nine
w'clock, continuing from that time until sun-get.
w1 /The following morning we reached Baugul~
poor,. a station for civilians, and a company or
Jbattalion of Hill Rangers. Here we were enter-
tained by the Judge and his Lady, and were
nduced to remain some days. A singular cir-




il 'l‘hese gentlemen had been hal&mg Ww

in the bazar, and having gathered together'a
numerous asSemny of the people, particularly
’ remarked one, as being more attentive than the
rest; (a corn factor, of respectable appearance ;)
when, going up to him, the Missionary asked if
he had been convinced by the arguments he had
heard in favour of the Christian religion ? After
a moments hesitation, ““ What will you give, ;
me,” said the native, ¢ to become a Christian ? s \
¢ The blessm% of our holy religion will re- §
ward you,” replied the Missionary. ¢ That |
will not do,” returned the native;  but I'll tell
you what—If you will give me a lac of rupees,
and two English ladies for my wives, I'll con- |
sider of it.” The Missionary was indignant ; and, ./
but for the timely interference of the Mayor,
matters might have taken a serious turn.

 Baugul-poor is not immediately on the Ganges,
but on the banks of a fine meandering stream
proceeding from the hills, which runs into it a
few miles below. This stream is narrow, deep,
and beautifully picturesque. -At each winding
is seen a handsome resudence, grounds taste-
fully laid out, and planted with a variety of
trees ; amongst which, the bamboo and cocoa-
nut appeared particularly to flourish. It is ce-






FM)M wagulayaor we proceeded throughu
woody, populous, and highly cultivated ‘coun-
try, somewhat intersected by ravines; and over
bamboo bridges as before. The village near
which we found our tents, had been latterly
‘much annoyed by tigers, one of whom had, for
several successive nights, carried off' a human
* being. . At length, become desperate, the ins
habitants had formed a resolution to watch, and
turn out in a body against their assailant: acs
cordingly, armed with arrows, stones; loaded
sticks, spears, and an old matchlock or twoj
they had sallied forth the night before; and we
found: them rejoicing over their vanquished! enes
my ; and an enormous brute he was, measuring
four feet two inches high, 'ten feet one inch and
a half long, and stout in proportion. ' 1w
It may seem extraordinary to those who are
maﬂqwmmed with the natural indolence of these
people, that they should have suffered their re:
lations ‘and friends to be thus devoured; and re-
*main so long inactive; but when informed ‘that
every Hindoo is a predestinarian, and firmly be-
lieves in the transmigration of souls, ‘their sur-
prise will cease. A striking instance of this ge-
_ A ; :
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curred to me, as I was sitting one day reading
in our own bungalow at Meerut: a kind of bus-
tle in the verandah caused me to look up, when
- I perceived a large snake, of the species called
by the natives céprah capell, or hooded snake,
advancing towards me. Starting from my seat,
I called to some palankeen bearers, who were
looking on, to kill him, With the greatest
composure, oné of them asked if that was my
hookam ? (order.) “ To be sure it is,” T ex»
claimed. (The reptile meanwhile spreading his
hood, ‘and looking very fierce.) When approach-
ing the snake, he made a profound salaam, and
muttering, Maaf kurro, (forgive,) with a stick
he knocked him on the head, and despatched
him in a moment. A very slight blow is sufs
ficient on this part to destroy them. It is sins
gular, that when one snake has been destroyed,
anmother is sure to come: our people conse-
guently watched, and in a few days killed its
partnier. To so great an extent do the Hindoos
- carry their superstitious ceremonies, that they
even salaam to their tools of a morning before
they begin to use them, and the same when
. they have finished their day’s work, dlleging as
' areason, that it is to them they are indebted for
subsistence. I verily believe this is the bnly‘
species of gratitude they are acquainted with.
"\ The road continued broad and good; bounded .
’hy a bank and hedwe on exther mde, a carcum-

s
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ther unusual in this country, where the

5 iy sin,

stance

L,

only land a;i'ﬂ‘llzﬂfﬁéllle~!tallsrf's}peaking“,ff isoa ridge.. |

of eafth. , Bemoving a neighbour's Jand-mark, |
_is the source of more quarrelling and d

ellir
than_any other cause. You frequently

revenge a dispute of this kind, and many lives

1

i
I

are sacrificed. Until I knew that this was |l /|
common practice, I often wondered at hearing

so. much firing, of matchlocks, particularly in
the territory belonging to the Nawaab of Luck- /

now, and other native princes. Although: an

a;dd_ition-;ﬂ reason may be applicable in these
places, which is, that they are most insatiable
landlords, and obliged to collect their revenue
by force of arms. St il
. About fourteen miles farther on, we caught
sight of a range of hills running parallel with

- Monghir, a place of great celebrity for the cha=

lybeate springs, both hot and cold, in its vici:
nity. These are found in five wells, close to
each other. The water in one of them is so hot,
that having dipped a glass full, you are glad to
selinquish the hold. . ik D seai
- The suftounding,cbuntry is mountainous, with
this small chalybeate stream n.eandering through
ity which in its course turns vegetation black.
The water itself has no unpleasant taste, ‘and
is perfectly transparent. ' A friend of mine

brought some of it in bottles to England, and,

di 1’; ;‘i“ )
£ 0F

- whole villages turning out against each otherto



»valid ‘apoys, who amuse themsehre& and

50

by way of .experiment, took:several back to
India;  which, on. opening, were found excel-

G

lent: tol the taste, and &pawklmg hke Gimm«,;

pM@m‘ R A i % ‘4 ik
/These springs are about i hundred yards -

land from the Ganges, and are guarded by
Brahmans, who levy considerable contributions:
from those who for their health frequent themy

They are only four miles distant from the town

of Monghier. This is a large populous place ow
the banks of the: Ganges ; it is a station for in-

eir incomes by the manufacture of dif

toys for chxldfren A great variety: of birds, of

beautifal plumage are also offered here for sale;

and/ cages neatly executed. These birds are.of
the:smaller species, and few of them sing in &
domesticated state; neither do they live long
out.of their native hills. I purchased one, ra-
ther. less. than a tarush, delicately formed;: ity
plumage. of a light green colour, with a black
pointed. beak, an orange-colour. top-knot, the
thﬂ%t covered' by a fine black down, with a

bmght pu«rpl@ patch in the centre. This bird.is

(axwxmcle much in’ request to the nortbwest of o
' Monghier: in the cold season,) straw hats .and |
bonnets, leather hunting caps, umbreua,s,‘ and.
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ha&mh disemémd the pmper femd to neuns*}f
it, for'it soon shared the general fate, and sur-
vived its deparmre from .M«mmhmﬂ mﬂy & fcym

{The hﬂls to ﬁhis{,
pmc«e in' order to con
ained wood, and bears a beautifdl

_ebony' they brmg f’rem th&f

“PHE town itself stands in & fertile valley, it

the river Ganges winding in its front. It con«
tams a pretty str@ng f‘ort szbuated on an emi-

ouses/:

'That of' the General or commandmg officer,

was an excellent one, built in the Buropean'
style within' the walls of the fort, but commands'
ing an extensive prospect. . While at this place
T withessed a'most disgusting;, but, I am'sorry’
to say, commion occurrence among ‘these bid
goted people. The ceremony commeénced by
loud" shouting, accompanied with' what' they
miseall musie, alias, a combination of barbarous
sounds produced from different instruments;’
and an immense concourse of Hindoos; who'soon’
ranged themselves round a'woodeti pole of about:

twenty feet high, fixed upnghm in the ground!

O thie top of ‘this pole, it an horizontal: posi-

tion, were placed three very long bambeos,’

i A6 BN el

e

T Murgalt s gréen in Hitldbstance.
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from. which. were quickly suspended three men,
(brahmins,) by means of large iron hooks. paspegl
through the fleshy part of their backs,: imme-
diately under the shoulder. ' These hooks were
affixed to rings of the same metal fastened to the.

bamboo. In this manner they hung for fifteen

minutes, swinging round with. wonderful -velo-

city. Inorder to prevent the flesh from tearing

through by the weight of the body, a breadth
of cloth was tied round the waist, and made fast
also to the hook. - Sl

. We were informed that this was an annua.l
and voluntary penance, by which the objects
became almost deified, and generally collected
a sufficient sum of money to support them the
remainder of their lives. What will not avarice,
combined with superstition, effect? 1 was naw
turally «desirous to know if these misguided
beings were not much exhausted by loss of
blood, which 1 concluded must flow from their
wounds: © The man to whom I applied for in-

“formation, smiled, and told me that those who
;5 ma.,]q@ up their minds to perform this penance,

detertnme on it at least six months before hand,

- and consequently have their backs prepared for
. it by boring, Jusv as for an ear-ring, first intro-

d.ucmg a small ring, and so gradually increasing

1ts size, until it became what we had witnessed.

“ The part, ” added he, ¢ by constant friction,
soon becomes callous; and what appears to us
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ws‘héckmg ‘an operation, is by them' ‘"sﬁai'ééfy
felt.,” Mark here the curining of the priest, who,
ﬁtw‘abammf for no ‘blood appearing, (they having

‘been kept in ignorancé of the preparation,) in-
'structs the people, that these men being samt‘s,

melr blood s too precious to be spilled!
After remaining two days at Monghicr, we

‘continued our route dlong the water-side. The
‘road was tolerable in itself, but un‘pl'easaht‘ from .

being extremely narmw, and bounded by a hlgh
‘bank on either side ; soon, however, after pass-
‘ing one or two insignificant villages, we struck
weross the country, ‘driving through® groves ‘of
‘mango and tamarind trees alternate]y, enlivened
by cultivation of grain, through ‘which' mean-
dered a deep pellucid stream called the Rewah,

‘bounded by banks of the liveliest verdure. Not
far from this'delightful spot, we observed a num-
Per of women and children collecting the ber-
vies that fell from a large tree (under which they
had assembled with baskets) called the mowah
trée. From these berries the Hindoos extract an

ardent 5p1r1t of which they are extremely fond..

"I'hey are' the size and colour of a white goose-
berry, WIthout seeds ——sweet chy, and scarcely
any flavour. : ?

YW eroeked the Rewah Nullah at the ferry,
{'but not in a boat, the stream being too rapid :
a substitute for one however appeared in the

shape of a square wooden frame, just large

S8
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mugh to hold one person sitting eﬁo%dﬁ@g&ﬁ,
m;t:h four wooden. legs of about a foot long;
the frame being fastened together over, the. top
by plaited twine, similar to the charpiak befare
| described, only more finm, soas not to sink in
|  the middle with any weight. Toeachlegof this -
| machine was affixed a round, hollow, earthen
. pot, with the mouth downwards; while a man
| to-each conducted it through the water with one
hand, and swam with the other, to the opposite
...ghore.  Not that we landed opposite to the place
where we embarked; for no sooner had I at-
tained the middle of the stream, than with the
a*apxdny of lightning I was whirled a mile lower
‘ down ; indeed, it appeared quite uncertain
! | ‘where any of us should land; and scarcely
| could be imagined a more ridiculous scene than
our carriages, baggage, &c. presented. A con-
.~ siderable time elapsed before they c;mald be (:&l-
s 2 lected again. ,
4 A custom prevails in these pmvmcas }ef lmam
1 fg_oxen to tread their corn, which reminds me
‘"_' that passage in the law of Moses, wherein he
* says < Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that
treadeth out the com.” Unlike the Jewish law-
giver, the natives here think it quite necessary ;
for you see none that are aot muzzled i ’I‘he

i 'Eher«‘e’ are no ‘corn mills in this ‘country. The opémioh
of grinding it is performed by placing two flat circular stones
j i



‘ m@w@m varied tosday “with each’ succeeding
i'; vin ' some  parts were ‘seen-hands innume-

‘réble reaping the corn, while in othérs large
liérds of cattle appeared regahng ”sm the mm

l‘&ﬂﬂﬁiant pasture®. | o ik
lﬂ‘he “mmemse \mountams we: had lataly tz‘w

i Lwhd: an epe»n coftmtry lay befare s Aftm* tm~.
velling ‘about eighteen miles, we reached a vil-
lage completely inland, ealled  Barayah, stoved
with evéry requisite for travellers. Qur tents
Were mot 5o agreeably placed as we dould ‘have
- wished, having only a single tree to cover them,
and that mot of sufficient magnitude to afford
much shelter, although of a species called the
#éem, ‘which often grows to a great height, and
‘spreads ‘considerably.  This description of tree
somewhat resembles the beech of England, asto
sige and general appearance; but its' leaves are
tipon each other; with a stake through the centre, and a handle
onthe top, which is’ nurned by one woman, while another s@s
plies the wachine with grain. Both women sit cross-legg
_the gmund whlch is glmstered with a kma“o y made
go ung, for hard

'ghléWé&ww?écﬂwx free
" elutaates that por
%L“ Two women,” &c. ,

* The oxen of Hmdostan have all humps ;Pon thelr shoul-
dels itisa ﬂeshy substance, about the size of a moderate
round of beef, When salted, these humps are most excellent

eatingy being regulaily stroaked, fat and legn. < 0

iof Scﬂpture mentmned in Mam m‘v.

6L
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dlffe«rently formed, these: ‘being long, Darrow,
and regularly jagged to the point, It flourishes
all over the interior of Hindostan, but is seldom
found néar the coast. - The leaves of this tree have
the peculiar property of healing flesh-wounds
when applied ¢old; and as a hot poultice, are
equally beneficial in maturing an inflammation,

QL.

and producing suppuration, - 'When divested of

~ the bark, the wood possesses a smell which is so
offensive to snakes, that they will not approach
it for which reason, when in tents, we made a
practice of laying branches round the feet of our
beds, particularly on a sandy soil, where these
teptilesare chiefly found. I have frequently seen
“them lured from their holes by the sound of a
gmall pipe, not unlike a shepherd’s reed, and
kept at bay by a stick newly cut from the neem
tree; during which, a person from behind has
contrived to despatch him by a blow on the hea,d
w—(the only vital part.) »
#/Po compensate for the want of shade, we were
plﬁced at Barayah close to a well of most exeel-
lent water; which is a circumstance of some
wuporiance in this climate, but partlcularly S0
‘during the hot wgnds, when so much is required
toiwet. the tatties.” There ~are several manufacto-
| ries at Bamyak the large them is of ‘coarse.
A \""T'"Tﬁw on actount. of the ast Ind;a Comyany
On qun;tmg this place, ‘the followmg day we
\ drove pr1nc1pally through groves of ma.ngp
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whose boughs were bending under the weight
of ripe fruit, passed: many populous villages,
and halted at Derriah-poore.. Clumps of bam-

boo became less frequent as we journied to- -

wwards 'the West: they are plants that require

* ¢onstant moisture, and consequently are seen
most flourishing in the province of Bengal. il
'observed also that the goats here were of a much
larger size, and that an infinite number of small
grey squirrels, striped with black; having long
bushy tails; were domiciliated in all the vil-
lages; but saw none of the colour we are ac-
customed to find in England. Lol b
. About midnight, so tremendous a storm of
thunder, lightning, and rain, came on; as threa-
‘tened to carry away the tent; it literally poured
down in torrents. I had scarcely time to-hurry
on my clothes before the water rushed through
‘our tent like a rapid river, which continued for
near an hour, and so damaged the tent egui-
~ page, that the march of our baggage was de-
‘layed until morning *, which deprived ‘us’ of
many comforts on our next encamping igrouendv.‘
1 would advise travellers to arm themselves
with patience before they leaye home; and not
be dismayed, although.the path be sometimes
\rugged, reflecting that the occasional, depriva-

* All the tents not in use, and heavy baggage, cattle, &c.
start at night, to be ready on the next encamping grounds ¢
: 8 e

&
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“tion of an indulgence never fails t6 enhance its
value. What reconciled me in a great meastive
to waiting three hours for my breakfast, was,
the delightful spot our awant couriér had selected
for us to spend the day on.' Tt was a verdant
turf close to the Ganges, shaded by trees, with -
an extensive prospect on either side. The air
had been cooled by the storm of the preceding

- night, and every herb breathed fragrance. About
o hundred yards from us stood a small romantic
cottage belonging to the superintending officer
of'an invalid station®, at about half a mile dis-
‘tant, called Moor Ko' Choly. Bitting at my
’wmmgwdesk I counfzed above; s:xﬁ:y saﬁ ires-

' . The next moraing we proceederd twenty ikl
farther, and found another cottage belonging to
the same officer. The ‘6ld man in whose charge
it had been left, invited s to occupy it: it was
delightfully cool, and we passed a most ag“me-
able day.

Vil “ The country in thas directmn is well Wooded
- although covered by cultivation. It abounds in
' m'@e populous villages, through which runs an
exceedmgly good road, enlivened by occasmnal

ke Tbtse Wmages for Seapoy pehsxoners ave called tunnahs.'
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wiews:of the Ganges. = Some long shady’ lanes
through which we passed, reminded me forci-
Uil Golah, rather too long a march from
Moar, Ko Choky, as we did. not. reach it until
-~ mine o'clock, when the beat had become quite
.oppressive. It would have been better bad we
kmown it to have halted at a place called Bar,
sthrough which 'we passed, about eight miles
short of our present encampment. 1 L0 i
./ This district of Bahar is by far the most po-
pulous and flourishing of any I have seen. Jtis,
in fact, the granary of the upper provinces, al-
though, properly speaking, not one, of thiem,
‘having been classed with Benares as the centre
. Both the upper and ‘cemtre provinces are mn-
der the jurisdiction: of the same commissioners.
The lower ones have an establishment . of ‘their
own, under the immediate superintendance of
the Governor Greneral, who resides there.
 Ourroad from Unmal Golah was by no means
agreeable, from its running so near the water’s
edge ; while the bank was, in many places, 80

‘broken as to render vemaining in the carriage

quite unsafe. By alternate yiding and walking,
therefore, we pursued our way-to the village of
‘Bicket-poore, about  twelve miles farther, and
. found out encampnient under the shade of some
fine large trees, about a hundred yards inland.

G



60

TM Bazar isa go@d one, but ﬁhe wewwatwmll
Fm* the last two days the wmd ham! blawn
fmmng from the eastward, and rendered tli¢ at-
‘mosphere so' cool that we had no oceasion for
‘tatties, and could enJoy the dehghtful prospe&zt
'm'ound us. ‘ Vierkotsn
A most friendly mv1tatmn met us. here fro«m
cm_e,.of the Judges of the Court of Appeal at
‘Patna, from .whence we were only ten miles
distant; and another from  the superintending
surgeon. ~ These attentions are always accoms
panied by a present of fruit and 'vegetables,
Whi(:h are not to be purchased on the road.
/7 In Bicket-poore and its vicinity, table and. other
" "‘; linen is manufacturad for whlch Pama has been

'the‘ ground being kept as ‘clean as the ﬂ.oor of
‘any dwelliag-house—not a single leaf is suffered
to remain on it. These looms are upon the sim-
plest plan imaginable, and worked with shut-
‘tles. They are erected in, the: morning, and
taken away in the evening. This part of Bakar
is particularly famous for cocoa-nut and palms

trees; from the latier they make excellent mat-

tmg to cover the floors of houses. 491
i«The road (asis customary when runnmg by

the side of the river) is bad, leading through

deep ravmes to Futtuah, a very large place, in-~
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habited. only by weavers; in consequence  of

which there is no encamping ground, and we
mmf?mbhge& ‘to send our tents sixteen miles
farther on,’ through Patna, to a place called

Bankipore, where the Company’s civil’ servamzs‘

raside. fFro‘m the eastern to fche wes
of Patna 1s seven measure rmle g

“tinued street of shops. The inbabitantsardiall

éither Hindoos or Mussulmen., « Patna. is sup-
posed to be, next to Benares, the richest place
in'India.  I'never saw a place so fall of chil«
dren-<-early of a morning you might almost walk
upon their heads. 'Making this obsetvation to
a gentleman present, A Mussulman,” said he,
s so desirous that his possessions should'de-
“seend to his posterity, as frequently to avail him-
self of a law which empowers a man (in case
his wife does not produce a child within some
~ given period) to repudiate her, and marry ano-
ther; for ¢ A barren woman,’ say they, ¢ is aban-
doned of God ; and a man who has'no pmgeny,
can never go to heaven.’” :
- The city of Patna and its dependencies came
into possessmn of the English in the year 1764.
It was governed at that time by * Meer Kossim
Khan, Subab (or chief) of Bengal, with a Ger-
man as his General-in-Chief, named Swumroo, (or
Sombre,) husband to the Begum of that name,

&

¥ Meer signifies a prince.

Q.
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of whom I shall have occasion to:spealcas T prm—f
ceedl Lo

sl sumkry engagemems at MQM‘@JZ&J&M;
Bma; &c. &c., and contesting all the passes
over the mountains; even tor the gates of JMdong-
hier, Meer Kossim Khan was driven into that
fortress, where he sustained a siege of nine days,
and thencapitulated. Previoustothis oceurrence,
Sumroo, with a barbarity almost unparalleled;
invited some English gentlemen then at Patna
to dine with him; and in a moment of convi-
viality, while seated round his table, he caused
them to be massacred *. This outrage, however,
was not long unrevenged : Major Adams; of the
Company’s service, with the Beapoys under his
command, in four months: from this period com~

pleted the conquest of Bengal, driving Meer
Kossim and his followers to' seek refug’e‘ wi&hﬁ :
Smah Dowlak then Empemr of Delizz‘ ‘

s Same thm pemod no Englishman has resided within zbe
gates of Patna.




€t A i oo 3 sl ) R G i . e B D el
b wwh 5 U Ml S N AR T R ) ;“4,“‘»

CMAPTER st
HAVIN many frxends at Banlczpo: ¢ We, wem@
ptevaxled upon to remain there some days, which.
afforded me an opportunity of witnessing some
ceremonies of the natives'which I had not before
seen, and of learning an incident so truly ¢ha-
racteristic of the apathy of a. Hindoo, that I ﬂ&nw
not-avoid mentioning it here, - i

A malefactor. having committed some cmm
for which he was  sentenced: to be hanged, 1@~
ceived: the awful fiat with so much. coeolness,
that the Judge was disposed to- believe the man
had not understood him, and accordingly caused
it to be repeated by one of the native counsels
lors. The man replied, that he understood the
Judge very well. . < You are to be hanged to-
morrow,” repeated the barrister. < Sahch kg
kaosi,” ¢ as the gentleman pleases,” returned
the eulprit, and. followed: his- conductor dut of
court, apparently unconcerned. A few days
elapsed before the sentence: ¢ould be put.in
execution ; and when brought' forth, as they
supposed, to suffer the punishment of his crime;
there appeared quite a different person.  This

being reported to the Judge; he was ordered to

QL.
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be brought before him, and it was discovered

that the other had given this man three rupees
"to be hanged in his place. The former one had
of course made his escape; and, strange as it
may appear, the substitute was afraid of being
discharged, lest he might insist upon his refund-
ing the three rupees, which he had spent, he
said, on metais, cakes of which they are parti-
cularly fond, made of sugar and flour.

' Another instance, though of a less serious
nature, occurred in the person of a palankeen
bearer in our service, who asked leave to go to
his village and be married. This was the only
time of the year they do marry. His master
told him that he could not spare him imme-
diately, but that, before the marrying season
was over, he should go. ““ A, eha Saheb,” ¢ very
well, Sir,” replied the bearer, *‘ next year will
doas well.” Hence it may be concluded that
parties in this country do not always marry from .
attachment ; in fact, girls are betrothed by their
parents before they attain their seventh birth-

day, without regard to difference of age in the
man—being of the same caste is quite sufficient.
When all arrangements are made, the bride
elect, ‘decked oul in all her finery, is mtroduced
to her intended husband, and then retires to
feast with the females of both families; while
the males regale separately for two or three
dRYb, or as long as the parents of the girl can
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afford it*. They then return'to their saveral
occnpations ; and she is allotted an apartment
in her father's house, out of which she must
not stir-again unveiled. About three years after
this ceremony, she is supposed capable of ma-
 naging a family, and the husband returns to

claim her. = The head man of the village is then

applied to, who draws up the marriage contract,

which he signs himself, and several other wit-

nesses. They send cardamum seeds, as notices
of invitation, (or cloves, if they are rich,) to all
the persons they wish to see, notifying by a

special messenger the day the marriage is to

take place. = These tokens are sent three days
previous to the grand entertainment; but a
smaller one is provided on the two former days,

when none but very intimate friends are ex-

pected. On the second day, the women (all
except the bride, and any sister or relative that
she may have under seven years of age) go in
procession to the house of the bridegroom, and
tinge his head and the palms of his hands with
mindy, a sweet-smelling shrub, which, whep
bruised and mixed with water, produces a beau-
tiful red colour. After this operation he adorns
his person by putting on a yellow turban. and
waistband, with a pair of yellow cloth shoes,
and mounting a horse or poney as gaxly‘mpa-

* The males and females of families never eat together. ‘

&
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risonéd as Himself, returns with some of his own
friends at the head of the procession, when; as
I before mentioned, the parties regale them-
selves--the ‘men on the outside of the house,
utider an awning erected for the occasion, the
women within. Every member of the family to
which she belongs, feels it incumbent upon them
on this oceasion to present some pledge of friend-
ship. I have seen the daughter of a rich mer-
chant, or of a banker, go off with two or three
loaded waggons in her suite. The bridal party
gpend most part of their time in feasting, smok-
ing; and parading the streets, accompanied by
all' sotts of noisy instruments, to the great an-
noyance of the more peaceable inhabitants, par-
ticulasly at night. The bride is conveyed from
het father’s house in ‘& kind of covered cart,
with' curtains’ drawn closely round, (in which
she contrives sometimes to make a small frac-
fure just'to ‘peep through,) to that of het hue-
Pband, attended by himself and his friends, some
on 'horseback, some on foot, (but every one
“gports a little bit of yellow upon his person,)
firinig matchlocks, flourishing swords, and scam-
pering round the bride’s carriage with every de-
‘monstration of joy. Many other vehicles filled
~with company follow in her train, and the ce-
remony concludes with a wedding supper. The
practice of using mindy is not confined to mar-

_ riage ceremonies : no woman in Hindostan con-

1

L]



/ 67
siders herself dressed without it. They rubs it
inside their hands dand fingers, as well 48 ht'the
roots of their nails, both of fingers and toks:
while to heighten the brillianey of their eyes,
_ they describe a black line' close to the edge of
the lid with a powder mixed in water, called
Soolmah ¢ this they perform by dipping a 'small
wooden bodkin: into the mixture, and drawing
it gently along the eye-lash when the eye is
elbdede oo e b s il Datosn s
+ This must have been an ancient custom ih thé
Hast, for it is spoken of in the sec¢ond book of
Kings, *“ She put her eyes in painting.”  They
also consider long hair as one of their princi-
pal ornaments, cutting it only when the moon
is in the increase; and it camnot be denied
that these women have the finest hait of any
in the world ; perhaps the quantity of oil which

.

they daily apply to the roots, may be an addi-,

tional reagon for its being so extremely soft and
lukuriant.. . (Lt oy Wy
. The Hindoos are uniformly tenacious in what:
ever respects ancient custom, but particularly se
in wegard to the difference of caste. .| A young
Hindoo girl, of supetior beauty, had by chance
been seen and ‘admired by a youth of the same
religion, but of inferior caste. Knowing the lat-
ter to be an insurmountable barrier to the pa-
rents’ consent, he at length prevailed on herto
L ¥ 2

.......
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elope withi and marry. him in his) own village.

Her, family soon discovered. their retreat, and f

contrived by, a stratagem to:get: her again in
their power. . Accordingly, her mother was de-
apa“x;gb,‘ed ‘to megociate the pretended. reconei+
liation, and. prevail .on her to return, /in order

that the marriage might be properly v‘célebratgd ‘
at her father’s house. The poor girl, delighted

at the prospect of so fortunate an issue, readily
accompanied her mother, and was received by
her father and brother with open arms. - When
three days bad elapsed, and no marriage feast
been proclaimed; she began to suspect the trea-
chery; and determined on seizing the first op-
portunity of returning to the husband 'she had
chosen. (A favourable one seemed to present
itself; but she had not been gone long, before
she was overtaken by lier brother, who affected
. to. sympathise with, ‘and offered to see hersafe
hoine. - The road lay through an unfrequented
path, which taking advantage of, he drew ‘his
sword *, and severed her head from the body.
She was found. the next morning weltering in
her blood. . The father and brother were imme-
diately apprehended, and, wonderful to relate,
not only confessed the crime, but exulted in the
accomplishment of it nor was it in the power of

. 1% The meanest peasant in these provinces weats a sword,

Cr,
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the'Judge to pf\mish them; for,’ unhappﬂy;, the
Mahomeétai law, by which natives of every des

. éci’i’pﬁoﬁ ‘are tried, ds so arbitrary as'to invest

~ parents with unlimited authority over their chil
dren; even to the depriving them of life ; and it
béing’ prbved in’ evidence that’ the:son ‘only
obeyed lns fathers orders, they were bdhh ac-
lfluttted [ i w1 ey ad vl
"'The Hmdoog are the angmal mhabxtants,«aﬁd
by far the largest p0pulatlon in" this country,
_ although the sovereigns and- chiefs are' Maho
metans, being 'descendants of ' those Taartan
Persian, or Arabic: princes, ‘that formerly €on-
* .quered and gave laws to Hindostan. The Brah!
mins however remain despotic in all ‘points that
‘egard religioh and superstitious ceremonies.
These men worship bulls, peacocks, &c..- Mon:
’keys aresalso héld saered by them; and ai vege-
‘table called tooisey, with many othet'things tliat
Yido not at this:monient recollect: They do not
eat any thing 'that is 'not prepared by onelof
itheir own; caste; and commonly dress| their own
food. 'To kill a Brahmin'is one of the five sins
“for which; according to their creed;' there is
no expiation. There are a variety of casies, or
“tribes ; but 'the oxder of [pre-eminence is indis-
.putably fixed, An Hinddo of inferior caste would
" not presume to adopt the customs of a su-
perior ;. severe pumshment and .even  death,
“would be.the consequence. , Hmdoo, ot auy

G
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ether, persuasion, may, on payment of a fine,
and sybmitting to some trifling ceremonies, bes
come ‘a Mussulman * ; but no one can become a |
| Hindoo: he must actually be bern of Hindeo
| patents, or he cannot embrace their religion.
. The Hindoos are the only oultivators of the
; soil ; and although now peaceful cultivators of it,
f they have not laid aside their ancient custom of
taking into the field their sword and shield.
They are merchants also, and bankers; conse-
quently, Paisa being a mercantile place, its
pwmeripal imbabitants are Hindoos. | -

+ On) quitting Benkipore we travelled on a ﬁm
level road, for about eight miles in a straight
line, to' Danapore, 'the military station of this
distriet for infantry regiments. Here are exeel-
lent barracks for nearly four thousand men, and
good accommodation at a little distance for their

G officers. | Danapore. shows an extensive front to

{f the Gangzes on whose bank it stands. ' It con-

. ‘tains a capital bazar, and a number of good me-_
mhanmsa, by mhom ﬁlm,,tum and oamgea in

iﬂnd

I ng}*rsﬁ ﬁi!op keepers haw u;tﬁled at thxis pl;a ,

. Mussiﬂmén are forbidden by their religion to take intex‘ést _
for mtmey: ‘they therefore seldom engage in trade. 1107
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whewy a.ned are mdeed most excel}ent inshort,
either here or at Patna, every thing for orna-
menting hcmse or person may he proeme& fm
mmxey .

1 From hen@e we proceeded to Momab dmtami
iny ¢ight miles. - This was formerly a station
for.cavalry; but since the acquisition of terri-
tory in the western, or upper provinces, it has
been evacuated, and bears at this time no trace
‘of a cantonment., The village of Moncak consists
‘of one street a mile and a half in length; beyond
which are many religious buildings of consider-
_able antiquity, all in good repair.: In the centre
of each enclosure is a deep square pond; en-
closed by brick walls, not higher than 'the foot-
‘path, with steps ‘'down the  four: mzdas;z oma.
mented by figures carved in stone. al
«iFhe evening of our arrival happemed to be 4
festival, sothat we had the pleasure to see these
temples decorated with flowers, brilliantly ilhu-
‘minated, and thronged with people.  Theirmu-

sical instruments 'do not in general produce

agreeable sounds to an English ear; but really,
on this oceasion, they were rather pleasing than
otherwise. We found here such fine pasture for
the cattle, that we halted the next day to in-
dulge them.: I also remarked some fine peeplc
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trees, the brm;@hes and leaves of whmh form the
pmmlpal food forelephanite: 1l Sommtineag e

Wenow crossed a wide navigable x*wer sealled
the: Soane, famous for beautiful pebbles and the
salubrity of its water, and took wup our abode
for a few days at the house of the Judge at
Arrah, whose Lady had been many years col=
lecting these stones, and had a very valuable
assortment :  they bear a high polish, 'and vary
considerably as to-colour.  The most curious
-and admired are pure milky white, with a small
green weed: in the centre of each, as distinctly
traced as if it had been done with a pencil. - She
kindly presented me with a set, and we parted
reluctantly on both sides. Armhrm ar notormm
place for snakes. iy i sl

s Ourmext encampment was at Momad Gung*e*
The rodd to it is temarkably good, and beautis
fully diversified with trees. We passed through
long vistas of -different kinds, completely shel:
tered from the sun. - This is)a plentifal country}
for geese, and no- Iess famous for banditti, whe
often surprise the sleeping traveller with a drawn
sword, sharpened at either edge; flourishing over
him. ,They seldom attack armed persons, their
chwf object being to obtain plunder, with which
they are off. like hghtnmg 3 and the detecnon of
them is.very:, difficult, i

vy Bodgepoore, the next place we eame to is one
of, the least, civilized we had met with, and 'we
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might be truly said:to have quitted’the haunts
of tigers, and entered the more ferocious ones
of men: - Scarcely had we retired for the night;

QL

before an alarm of thieves was given ; but our

people being' upon the alert, it soon 'Sdb@iéféf&'%
A short time afterwards an immense cavalcade,

on foot as well as on horseback; and in‘vehicles

of different descriptions, passed by, which ‘we
understood to be a wedding party conducting
the bride, daughter to a rich merchant of Putna,
to her future habitation, and that the wealth
with them was considerable. All was again
quiet, but not destined to remain so; for pre-
sently we heard the report of fire-arms, and
concluding that the new-married couple were
attacked, most of our servants instantly followed
their master in the direction whence the sounds
proceeded, and fortunately arrived in time to

save the property, but too late, alas! to pre-
vent bloodshed—two of their attendants were
already cut down, never to rise again in this
world. The banditti, or dakoities, as they are

S

called, upon perceiving so strong a reinforce- '

ment made off, vowing vengeance against all
parties. These robbers arve pretty accurately
conjectured to be in the pay of a rajah who re-
sides there. Some years ago, before the coun-
try was cleared of underwood and thicket, no
person could pass that road without being at-
tacked; but on the appointment of Mr. Deane
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’].‘m: next mormmg we reached Rwr m lgg@m

fast, and were most hospitably reeeived by the /

Colonel Commandant and his family, who reside

in the fort. Seven ladies and four gentlemen
assembled at. this meal—a disproportion very
unusual in this country. The battle of Buwvar,
with the reduction of its fort, makes no incon-
siderable figure in history.. Some monuments
of the English officers that fell beforg it still xe-
main, It is nowa station for invalid pensioners
of the. Company's European regiments, .. From
the eminence on which it stands, being not mere
than a hundred yards from the Ganges,.the
- windings of that river are seen in great perfee-
tion : the vast extent of country it commands,
altogether forming a most delightful prospect, .

- Soon after breakfast, a sexvant of the Colonells
ﬂame running in to say that a tiger had been

seenin a patch of sugar-cane near the village,

and that many people were gone out after him
elephants and horses were iminediately ordered
to be got xeady, and our gentlemen sallied forth.
Abous an houy after, a clergyman, one of the
party, returned, move pale if passible than
Hamlet’s ghost. He had seen the tiger, been

thrown from his horse, and scrambled baek he-
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knew, not how. We could scarcely pity him,
for he had mounted in spite of all remon-
strance. Every one told him how dangerous it
was to pursue a tiger in any‘other mode thian on
an elephant : but he had ¢ a remarkably steady
hotse, who' would start at nothing, and’gallop
away from any thing:” ‘the latter: proved true;
for he galloped away from his master, and was
fiot heard. of until the évening. ' The- other gen-
tlemen succeeded ‘in- killing the ' tlger, who re~
ceive& nineteen rifle balls before he fell.
10fi the first of May we bid adieu to' our
frlehdk at Buwar, and' crossed ‘the Ganges to
Mahamadabad a town ‘about twelve miles from
the oppomte ghore. | The road to it was pretty
fair; many lat‘ge groves of mango and tamarind
trees appeared neay ‘it 'in’ one " of the: formreu
{liéy ‘had” pltched otir ‘ténts. oA canal Tuns ?
fm‘é‘agh ‘the town, navigable' only in’the winteér
a’éasaﬂ ‘but’ at all ‘times containing a suﬁidiem}
quantity of water for the parposes of irr igation.
The distance from hence to Ghazipore is nearly!
_the same, ‘and a delightful drive it is, being /
chiefly between rows of large trees on a bl*oad /
level road. /=~ § g/
L7 Although solicited by the J udge of Glzazzpw‘e
to take Aip our abode ‘at his honse, we preferred
pitching the'tents on a plain ‘between the mili-
“taty and civil stations, that we might be near
out friends at'both:” O the day of our arrival
“ 4o ditied with the General in commiand, and the
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- The heat of Ghazipore at this season’is béyond -
description : the soil is a' deep sand, which wheén
thm‘qughly heated continues so for a length’ of
time ; while the country is flat; and every
~ where covered with buildings. Tt certainly felt,

many degrees hotter here than at Buwar. | ,(;lem \

gpore 1&; famous for the ‘manufactare of e

. Otta of roses, and rose-water

also, are produced here in great perfection; in:

deed the country round Giaazzpore is’ one eam*—y
Plete rosegardehs 1 <Tiromronn 4
11:0n the morning of the 4th we qmtted Ghazz-
pore, and reached the village of Niah Serai,
‘where a patch of fine large mango trees afforded
us ample shelter: near them was a well with
plenty of water, pure to the eye, but extremely
nauseous to the taste ; from which we Judged it
to possess some chalybeate properties.

. From hence we continued our’ route to' Side:
pqgs;*e, or rather a few miles beyond it.: As'the
morning proved remarkably cool for. the season,
and the road good, we did not halt there, but
proceeded to crossaferry over the river Goomty*,
80 called from its numerous windings.  This
stmeam is fortunately narrow, for the boats are

i

e sy -" ‘ThéﬁGoc‘:mty' swaraths with‘iafttersg‘a Tl X

Q.

day following with the Judge of the dictrict.

the kinds used for shirts and bed- |
esidés’ being 'beautxfully ﬁne, are |
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mere .nut-shells, and badly ‘constructed. Our

tent was close to the opposite shore. ' From this

place to Chobipore we drove the mnext morning,
chiefly through ravines, and within a ‘shovt dis-
tance of the Ganges the whole way. Four years
ago this road was almost ‘rmpassable* it ‘has
lately undergone a complete repralr, and is now
compumxwe&y good. :

| From Chobipore to Berares is & bfaaumful dm»e
on'an excellent road, between avenues of trees
the whole way. We reached the house of'a
friend to breakfast, and remained there until the
10th; dining the first' and last days with him,
and the intermediate ones with the General
commanding, and the Chief' Judge of thva qurt
of Appeal,

1 Benares 18 one Of the largest cities in Ind&a
md perhaps the richest. It extends five miles
along the bank of the river, and three miles in-
- Jand;T¢ Bes néver been completely cofiquered
by the Mahometans; between whom and their
Hindoo neighbours no good understanding pre-
vails. It'requires no little vigilance on the part

of the British Governmentto keep them tolerably
civil to each othey. ~Half the eity is inhabited
by Hindoos, ‘the other half by Mussulmen; as
perfectly distinet as if the division were ‘marked
by a line; 'yet, during their festivals, it is the

mest difficult thing in the world to prevent their

interfering with each other.  This is the only
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place in which so rooted an enmity apypears;
and it is kept alive by the Hindoos boasting
that this, their most sacred. city, was never
mnquexreﬁ.ﬂ It is a system of policy on the part
of the English to protect, as far as is in their
power; the religious ceremonies of both; since
it is chiefly owing to these means that we keep
_ our possessions in the country.  Benares is par-
ticularly veverenced by the Hindoos, as they
hdve a tradition that their principal deity sprung
from thence. At particular seasons of the year
it is the resort of pilgrims from all parts of the
eastern world.  The Hindoos, its ancient inha-
bitants, were attacked, and for a short time
overpowered, by the Emperor Auwrungsebe s but
by degrees tegained their footing, and are at
this time the greater proportion of its inhabi-
tants, This prince; in order to evince his tri-
umph, caused the places of Hindoo worship to
be' only: partially destroyed, and Mugeeds, or
Mussulman ones, to be erected on the same

seite, . This' pitiful act has been the source of

much discontent; and even bloodshed. In the
month of November, 1809; so serious a dispute
arose in consequence, that it became necessary
to send for troops from Ghazipore to assist those
stationed at'Benares; to prevent a general mas-
sacres and it is highly probable that while a
vestige of these ancient buildings remain, their

animosity will not subside, There is always

QL
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prayiag: goingonyiof one kind: oriother<le

80

streets are overrun by their different priests.
When the Brahmins wish to assemble a congre-
gation, orat the usual hour of prayer, they mount
to the top of one of the minarets and blow ahorn;

and this happens twoor three times a day ; fwhile i

Mussulmén go-about tingling a little bell. -

¥ ou may always know when a Mahometan 18
/' becoming desperate or enraged, by his tutban
being jpulled ' over the left. temple, leaving the
other side exposed. - On this signal, those of his
friends -who are inclined to support him, arm
themselves; rally round, ' and soon the; aﬂmy
commences.: ¢ Goy set thy turban straight,”,

a kind of d%ﬁaﬂce expressive also of comempt, ;

which they are a good deal in the habit of using
to'each other.  This puts me in mind of an old
saying, ¢ Do you:cock your hat at’ me?’—
4¢ 8ir, 1.cock my hat.” Al

i+ There are a set of people (Mfu,ssulmen) at thus
place called: bankas; ov prize-fighters, who, are
~ often extremely troublésome.  An English gen-
- tlemdn was niet, a short time since; by oneof
these on a narrow tracking path by the side of
the river; where there was barely room to pass:
neither seemed disposed to turn out of a straight
line; ‘but putting on a: very fierce look, the

Mussulman: pulled the turban over his left eye-
‘brow, and drew his sword, muttering kaufir,

which means infidel: . The gentleman had ne-



6L

81

thing else for it, than to make a dart past; and
push his opponent down the bank; but his life
would have paid the forfeit of this temerity, if *

he had not qumkly escaped to his boat, and

. shoved off.

"/ This place is justly celebrated for the. hgga‘gty
of its manufactures, Partlcularly of gaugbs,
(whlte and coloured,) either spotted, sprigged,

v striped, with silver or gold, worn by natlvés

s rank ‘ag turbans, ‘also a kind of stuff fﬁx
dresses, called kinkob: this is composed of dif-
feren L coloured silks, bmcaded with gold or sil-
ver spngs, forming a valuable a.nd superb tex- |
ture. In the houses of great men, you frequently
se hions (the only seats they use) covered
“with it. Ivory is turned here with great taste,
particularly chess mén, a game of which natives
of rank are generally fond. It is likewise ‘@
good place to purchase pearls, diamonds, and
other precious stones, as well as shawls, there
beéing a number of merchants residing here who
trade largely in these articles; sandal wood, .
boxes, ' children’s toys most beautifully exes -
cuted, &c. &c. They also excel in the art of
dyeing, their colours are remarkably fine.

' Mahometans have four important per'r‘odS‘ in“
the year. First, the birth of Mahomet, which
continues' seven days, when every Mussulman
that can afford it kﬂ]s a goat to regale his
friends. i :

G
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- = casion, they cleanse, thoroughly repmr, and

. QL

1./THe second is the faﬂt of the Ramszaan, ov
 Ramdaan, ( Lent,) commencing .on the first of
‘Sep(tembm, and including the . p@mod of thlrty
days. in which time Mahomet s said to. have

travelled from Mecca to Medina. Dyring this

season his followers are. required to  abstain
from -animal -food: A strict observer. will not
sinoke tobagco, or drink water, from sun-rise
to' sun-set, or omit attending prayers at the
mosque: at noon, where every one mutters. his
own i and when the moollah (priest) thinks they
have had sufficient time, he begins. . Every
Mussalman, when he prays, sets his face to~

“wards Mecca, first standing, then sitting on his

heels, bending his body forward at intervals, so
that his forehead may touch the ground at eaah
mbmsanceﬂ The Ramzaan ends by a grand feast-
mg |

The thxrd is the commeucemant of their new
year, computed by the lunar month, when the

- property of every man is estimated, and a tenth

of it collected to support the poor. On this oe-

'heagut;tfy their dwellings.

A fourth is called the .Molmrum, m camm&
momatﬁ the deaths of Hussan.and. Housseing. two
brothers, who were killed on the plains.ef Kers
bela, neax: Mecga, .in endeavouring . to. defend
each other. . It.commences on; the 10th of Octas

_ ber, and lasts ten days; during which the Mas
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'ho*memm wear green turbans, them moufning
colour; as is yellow that of rejoicing. During
this period they march in proeession through
; the streets, following a decorated bier contain-
ing two coffing, round which they occasionally
discharge fire-arms to denote the cause, flourish~
~ ing drawn swords, &e. It is extremely danger-
ous for a person of a different persuasion to touch
any part of this paraphernalia; for these who
accompany it are worked up to such a piteh of
fanaticism, that they would not hesitate to sa-
crifice him on the spot.’ It is really lamentable
to see with what vehemence they beat their
breasts, erying out, ¢ Houssein, Hussan, Hus-
san, Houssein,” until they are so bruised, and
hoarse that you can scarcely hear them. Seve-
ral of these biers are seen in different parts of the
town, which in the evening are surrounded by
lamps. " The people watch them to prevent their
being extinguished.  Houssein was the son of
Ali, and married Fatima, the daughter of Ma~
homet.  Ali was Mahomet's nephew.

*This mournful scene is immediately succ@edad‘
by a festival of the Hindoos, sacred to the God
of Wealth. 1t is the beginning of their year, and
answers by our computation to a period between
the 15th of October and the 15th of November,
as the moon happens to be, commencing on the
tenth day after the full moon. On this oceasion
they illuminate their houses and temples; dress .

G 2



in théir best apparel, covered with wreaths of
flowers; parading the streets with music, fire-
works, &c.; and indulging in every species of
dissipation.  Previous to this festival the Hin+
doos whitewash their houses, merchants take
an account of their stock, and settle their yearly
accounts ; when their treasure chests, covered
with silk and flowers, are carried triumphantly
before them. : , £ (i
~.On the 10th of May, the wind blowing into-
lerably hot, we bid adieu to Benares, making a
march of sixteen miles to a large town called
Lumunshabad ; and the next day proceeded to
/[ Gopee Gunge, where 1 purchased some catpets:
\ equal to those made Wllton,mwmshlm
“MT'his place is twenty miles from our last encamp-
ment. From hence to Sidabad the road was very
indifferent, particularly for the last eight miles,
which being in the dominions of the Nawaab of .
Qude, whose seat of government is at Lucknow,
some distance from it, had been totally nes
glected ; and so dangerous is this part of the
country considered on account of thieves who
murder as well as plunder, that we made one
long march, instead of two short ones, to ‘get
aut of it, although met at Sidabed by two armed ‘
horsemen, sent by the Judge of Allahabad for
our protection; but “2a burnt child dreads the
fire,” and we had on a former occasion owed
our lives to stratagem at this very place. The.

84
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attacking party creep into the eamp upon their -

‘hands and knees, armed with two-edged knives,
quite’naked, and oiled all over to prevent being
caught ; ‘and often come in such numbers, that
it is impossible to escape them. b

'We now entered a ferry-boat, in order to
eross over to Allahabad, which is situate on the
opposite bank of the Ganges. "Not without dif-
ficulty was this desirable end accomplished ; for
about midway, a bank of sand had lately made
its appearance, extending at least a quarter of a
mile over. This it was necessary to pass, and re-
‘embark, as we were told, on the other side of it.
This bank being a quicksand, I was advised to
keep moving while the horse was putting into
the carriage; and even in that short space of
time: he sunk considerably above the fetlock
‘joint, which so alarmed him, that the moment
we were seated he plunged forward, darting
carriage and all into the opposite stream.’ For-
tunately for us, it proved fordable ; but' the
force of the stream carried us much lower down
‘than we intended to have gone. For above fif-
teen minutes we were in this perilous situation.
To say that I had no fears, would be deviating
from the truth—1I certainly « did feel considerably
alarmed, but endeavoured to suppress it, that
1 might not confuse my charioteer. The water
‘was one instant running through the car riage,
the next one wheel was upon- a bank of sand,

L,
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‘and then we sunk altogether in a hole.” The
horse was powerful, and he had a skilful driver;
80 that, with the aid of Providence, we at length
landed in safety. An almost perpendicular bank
of three or four feet, to ascend, was nothing
after the danger we had passed ; and the horse
did not seem less sensible than ourselves of our
escape, for with one plunge he drew the car-
riage upon even ground. Here we met the
Judge's chariot, which conveyed us to his
house about three miles farther. Allahabad was
formerly a fortified city, with a strong fortress
and palace, built by the Emperor Acbar at the
confluence of the rivers Jumna and Ganges; but
having for some years been neglected, it was
rapidly falling to decay, until repaired and gar-
_rigoned by the British Government. A consi-
~ derable revenue is derived at this place from
the Mahraitas, who come at particular seasons
“of the year to perform their ablutions. The
new city is a mile and a balf inland. = Fish is
W\W‘ticularly fine here, and in great abundance.
Dwing our stay at Allahabed, it was undeér-
stsamd that a Hindoo woman had signified her in-
tention to end her existence on the funeral pile
of het husband. - The Judge, with whom we
~were on a visit, sent for her father, and endea-
voured 1o prevail on him to dissuade her. He
said he had done all he could; but she was
firmly determined wpon it: The Judge then
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gent for her, but talked with as little success;
‘she was bent upon immortalizing her name, and;
as' shé said, of showing her family the way to
heaven. In short, the day was fixed; and ' gens
tleman who was present gave me a description
of this horrid ceremony. ‘An immense cons
course of people having assembled, her ap:
proach was announced by the blowing of horns
and beating of drums: next came a number of
Bralvmins, bearing lighted torches, and singing
~ gome appropriate stanzas to inspire this vietim
of credulity, who followed, attended by her
relations and friends, all bearing torches but
herself.. ‘She was richly dressed; having her
hands, neck, and feet, covered with ornaments:
The dead body of her husband was carried on'a
bier immediately before her. It was then placed
upon the funeral pile, the priests forming a ¢irs
elecround. The father and mother having led
the young woman within the circle, left'ther
there, and retired among the crowd. Musie,
or rather discordant sounds, struck up, and the

(&3

‘Brahmins again sung, while she marched slowly

round the pile ; when; divesting herself’of her

ornaments, with wonderful presence of mind;
she distributed them to her®weeping ‘friendss
then, exchanging her veil of white muslin for
otie of crimson, she was presented with a lighted
~ torch, (the Brahmins meantime: exhorting ther
by songsiand gestures to: be firm;y and agaih
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inarefied round the pile. | She stopped a few
moments, salaamed to all she knew, then putting
the torch into the hand of her father, she calmly
ascended the funeral pile, and seated herself by
the side of her husband, amid the shonts and
plaudits of the multitude. Her father, he ‘be-
lieved, set fire to the pile; but a number of
torches were instantly applied, drums beating,
trampets sounding, horns blowing, and guns
firing, so that all was at once a scene of confu-
gion and noise, sufficient to have drowned her
cries if she had uttered any. Among other
things, he observed that they threw a quantity
of oil, salt, and dry straw, to increase the fury
of the flame ; and in less than ten minutes, no-
thing remained but ashes. What rendered this
sacrifice the more unnatural, was, his being an
old man, and she a: young woman ; but then he
was a Brahmin! and it is considered incumbent
on the widow of a Brahmin to pay this respect
to his remains, or become an outeast from her
family for ever. These unfortunate women are
taught to believe that, by this single act, they
 expiaté not only their own, but the sins of all
their family, and that: their souls fly instantly
to Paradise. In some instances, I was told that
the priests are obliged to assist their exhorta-
tions by copious draughts of opium, which first
intoxicates, then stupifies their victim. -The
_British Government in India are doing all they

Q.
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can to prevent the barbarous custom, by ~not
suffering it to take place within reach of their
troops; but the deluded natives find means to
evade their vigilance. Pl

+ The origin of this sacrifice is by some meutad
m the extreme jealousy of the men, others:te
the conduct of the women themselves, who are

. uniformly skilled in the properties of herbs and

drugs, and have not unfrequently been known
to have recourse to them, on finding themselves
mismatched in wedlock. Girls having no option,
are often married to old decrepid men, who use |
them like slaves, and are so jealous, that when 5
out of their sight they are invariably under lock \
and key. b

‘Tradition indeed relates, that the cireum- |
stance of poisoning husbands was at one time so f
frequent, that the Brahmins established this .~
‘mode of securing their own safety.

. The day following I was attacked by mﬂamma-
tion on the lungs, which detained us here for se-
veral days. We then proceeded to Konkerabad,
distant from Allahabad twenty-four miles; but,
with the assistance of our friend’s horses, we
were enabled to accomplish it with great ease.
Our pedestrian domestics mude two marches of
it-——they were accordingly dispatched the day
before. We drove next day to the house of a
friend at Kurrah, twelve miles farther, where
we remained two days. -

iy 15
U



90
{@ me’?‘{ak is o vea‘y ancient city, formerly car-

leclinen, &c. The remains of some magnifi-
“cent mausoleums are still in existence. ThlSJ

Baammds are found in this pmvmce but they
are not am article of commerce, on account of
‘the great expense necessary to work the mines:
" The heat of the weather had now become 50
great, that it was judged preferable to march in
the evening instead of the morning; we conse-
quently started about six o’clock on the 2nd of
June, and pursued our journey as far as’ Haut
Giong, a ‘place of great aanmty, but rapidly
ﬁalrmg to deeay ‘

on._cohsiderable traﬂﬁc in cloth, muslins,

hke most other Mussulman towns, s_»we]l sup-

Q.
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CHAPTER VHL

Heng the remains only of spacious mansions are
to be seen. The country is overgrown by a thick
low jungle, (underwood,) through which the
road lies—it is consequently very bad. A re-
cent and partial storm of rain had fallen so
heavily that we actually waded through mud
for nearly fourteen miles. Two miles farther
brought us to Fuitehpore, where we occupied the
house of a Nawaab for two days, which gave us

~ an opportunity of seeing the place. Itisa large

town full of inhabitants, chiefly Mussulmen,
some of whom were very attentive in showing

(DI INR TS o

the beauties and curiosities of it, and, amongst -

others, a jail that had lately been built by Go-
vemnment, where the prisoners supported them- .

sblyg_g}gy&{éi?lﬁﬁgﬂét the loom, . This is a great

‘punishwment to the generality of them, who would

otherwise sit with their hookahs in their mouths,

listening to a twice told tale, and smokirig until

they fell asleep. It happened to be Friday (their
Sabbath) when we were thére, so the looms
were not at work; but the plan pursued is most

‘excellent. Whatever a man can earn beyond

what is necessary for his support, forms a fund,
which is given to hit when the term of his pro-
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bation is expired, in order that distress may not

be pleaded as an excuse for crime. |

Between Haut Gong and. Fuitehpore is a vil-
lage, famous. for turning wooden utensils ; we
\_ purchased some that were extremely neat. The
country is flat and low ; the surface of it is a
fine white sand, in many places overrun with a
small prickly bush, in others with a broad-leafed
shrub, called dok, from which exudes a gum
that produces an elegant varnish for the pamter,
and a valuable article in medicine.

/A& the moon was not expected to rise untxl a
late hour, we commenced our journey this even-
ing by torch light. About eight o'clock we came
to a spot where, the guide told us, seven native
travellers had been murdered ten nights before,
‘and the perpetrators had not yet been appre-
hended. = This account led me to scrutinize the
countenance of the narrator, for, as it is custo-
mary to take guides from one village to another,
they are sometimes conjectured to be a party
concerned in these transactions; 1 could disco-
yer, however, nothing but vacancy in his. It

" i landentable to find instances of cruelty and

avarice so’common. So great is the thirst of
gain in this coun@}ry, that for a single rupee they
have been known to deprive a fellow-creature
of existence; and were they not by nature
cowardly, they would be a most formidable
people to live amongst. But, strange as it may

i
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~ appear, there is an awe about a European that
they cannot overcome, unless he be: asleep, and
then he takes care to be well guarded.

Murder, by the Mahometan law, is in many
cases no crime. [ have been astonished to read,
in some of our periodical publications, a chas
racter of these people so different to what they
deserve. In a late philanthropic magazine, it
was truly laughable to peruse lines setting forth
their * mildness,” ‘“ beneficence,” * patience
under oppression,” &c. &c.; and with respect
to Mahometans, there are not a more dissolute
set of people in the universe, both men and wo-
men—the former being, almost without excep-
tion, treacherous and tyrannmical; the lattey
cunning and deceitful, preserving towards their
superiors the outward appearance of respect,
while they are secretly planning to defrand him.
Thus the servant, who daily plunders yoar pro-

G,

perty, never approaches but in an attitude of

submission, putting his hands together, and
touching his forehead with eyes cast on ‘the
ground. = Their women are adepts in blandish-
ments : ‘instructed in them from their mfancy,
they rival every other nation, Jpossessing a ser-
vility withal that gives them unbounded influ-
ence over their European protectoxrs, (infinitely
more, T am told, than the most accomplished fe-

male of his own nation can attain,) whose pockets |

they fleece to support an indigent admirer, or
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itinerant fakeer. T have known men who, al-
though in other respects sensible men, and of a
. decisive character, to have been in the hands of
_ these women as clay in the hands of the potter,
perhaps even more easily moulded. T speak of
bl Mahometans, for Hindoo women never live with
. any but their own caste, and are more respect-
| dble in every point of view. Their mode of hf'e}

dxﬁ'ers little from that of the wives of labourers
and mechanics in Europe. They are not, like/
the Mussulmans, confined to the senanah, but
assist their husbands in his occupation, draw
water from the well for household purposes, and
dress his food ; while the others do nothing but
adorn their persons, study deception, and smoke f
their hookahs. A man, by the Mahometan law, |
i¢ allowed four wives; and he cannot imagine a
greater luxury than being stretched on a char-
piak, with a hookali in his mouth, listening to an |
old Jakeer who relates Persian stories, with one ‘3 )
or two of these women to fan and champoohim. /¢
' 'Both Hindoo and Mussulman are equally fond

: of’memey they will quit the kindest master in
the ' world for a few additional rupees. 1 do not
‘mean to assert th t this rule has no exceptions,
for T'believe there may be many ; some, indeed;
have ‘come within my own immediate observa-
tion-—I §peak only of the generalify.” 1 have
known Hindoo servants so attached to their
masters, as never to quit the bed-side when they

1
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have heen ill, @xc@pt to eat their nmemvy fmdh-

but such instances are very rare,. . \

. The occupations of servants in this country
are so distinet, that it is necessary to have some
of each religion in your establishment, and even
some of no caste at all; for neither Mussulman

nor Hindoo will sweep the house. Kitchens

are always at a distance from the dwelling-
house, or dungalow, on account of the effluvia.
This prevents the master or mistress from at-
tending so much to the interior management of
ity as they perhaps otherwise would do; & khan-
sommal \xerefore, or house steward. is considered
necessary, who takes complete charge of every
thing in this department, even to the hiring a
cook and helper. The khansommah is also angwexs
able for all the plate, china, glass, and. table.
linen, and has authority over all the Mussulman

servants, - The person who fills: this situation is

generally & man of respectability, and of some
property; he gets much higher wages than any
of the others—seldom less than thirty, some:
times fifty rupees a month. Twa hismutdars axe
the usual proportion to each gentleman or lady,
to,wait on them at table, mthe;s at home ox
abroad; «and there is an established custom
amongst them, not to wait.on any other person,

mnless pavmularly ordered so to do, The dress
of all Mussulmen is made alike, the.colour and
guality varying according to the taste or wealth

¥
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of the wearer. 'White muslin, with plain-co-
loured turbans and waistbands, is the _usual
dress of this description of people. ' They never}
allow their wives to take service, unless drlvenJ
to it by necessity. e ~ e
" 'These gentlemen kismuidars being ‘much o6
fine to clean knives or plates, that service de-
volves on a masauljie, who also carries a lantern,
and fetehes things from the bazar. This is the
most useful servant about the house; for not |
being of a high caste, he ‘does many things that |
the ‘others would refuse: he never makes his |
appearance within the bungalow, but when | |
called for. 'The kismutdars stand behind your
chair, and hand you every thing but hqmds,
which being cooled in ice or saltpetre nine
months out of the twelve, is the business of the
abdar, or butler. The first appearance of the/
kismutdars is with the breakfast, a pretty sub-
stantial meal, consisting of fish, boiled rice, hot
rolls, an omelette, chicken kooftas, (made like
forcemeat, and fried in small cakes, very nice
and dry,) boiled eggs, cold ham or tongue,
p«m’etec} meats, orange marmalade, toasted bread,
a 'small loaf or two, butter in silver vases, (sur-
rounded with ice to keep it cool,) plenty of fruit,
and in the centre of the table either a silver bowl
filled with milk, or a glass vase with flowers.
The coffee apparatus is placed at one end of the
table, served out by one of the kismutdars; the
7

i
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teasthings at the other; by the khansomer. Urns

‘are not made use of, .on'account of their heating
th,w room; ‘(the tea-pot is taken 'outside to be

filled ;) neither are tea-boards ever seen in India:
After this, you see no more of the kismutdars un=
til one or two o’clock, unless they are called for,
when they: bring in'a meal called #ffin, which
may be explained by an'early dinner, contain?
_ing all the delicacies of the season.: For this
meal invitations are seldom sent, but every body
is welcomed to it who happens to arrive at the
timse: ‘About three o'clock the party separate,
take each a book, and repose on couches until
sun-set. From two o'clock until six"is ' consi-
dered the hottest part of the day, during which
the natives uniformly sleep. At six; it'is cus-
tomary to dress and take a vide (or attend pa-
rade; if in the army) until dark, and then return

to dinner; after which, few people take aty:

thing more than a dish of tea or coffee. S‘ﬁp-
pem are not general in India. |

I must now: speak of the rest of a gentleman 8
establishment; viz. eight or ten (which is called
a set) bearers to carry his palankeen ; anhirs
carah, or running footman, to go before it with
a‘spear; ‘a sirdar, or head: bearer, and his asé

sistant; who also act ag valets; clean the furni-

tmmwmake the beds, and . take:charge of ‘the
linen. | Under these are one or two tailors, (&

Vil

Gr.
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dirjee, ) who sit cross-legged in the verandah, and
some sweepers of the house. But I have not
yet mentioned the whole complement of ser+
vants necessary to form an establishment, as
most gentlemen have their own farm~yard ami
kill their own mutton. g

A bhery-wallah is therefore necessary to tulw
care of the sheep and goats. 411

A moorgy-wallah for the poultry.

A soor-wallah for the pigs.

. A gorry-wan for the bullocks. :

A mahawat to take care of, and drive the &k&w
phant.

A sur-wan for the camels,

A syce and grass-cutter to each horse.

A carpenter to repair fractures.

. Two or three gardeners.

And a clashie to pitch tents, and flog them all
when necessary.

After these come the women serva.nta, and
washerman’s family. Where there are no chil-
dren, one ayah and her assistant are sufficient ;
but it is usual for each child to have a separate
servant : and all that I have enumerated live
in buts on your premises, placed in some ob-

scure corner where they cannot be seen. ' The
grounds are generally extensive, and seldom
without inegualities, particularly on the banks
of the Ganges, so that they are easlly con-
cealed.
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The idexone has of a tailor in England, by no
means answérs the description of a dirjee in
India. They ave, properly speaking, sempsters,
or as sempstress in the female, so sempster in the
male. They make up no gentlemen’s clothes;
except they be of cotton; but are exceedingly
expert in making ladies’ dresses, especially from
a copy, which they imitate with the greatest
exactness. I once knew of a ridiculous circum-
stance that happened in this way. Gentlemen
in India, during the hot season, wear fine white
jackets, made of shirt cloth. One of these being
a little torn at the elbow, was given to the dirjee
to repair, and he put a small patch upon it: a
short time afterwards, the gentleman, to whom
it belonged, wished to have some new ones
made, and this being inadvertently given fora
pattern, all the new ones appeared with pre-
cisely the same patch on each elbow. = 1

But to continue my journal.  The road fmm
Fﬁlﬂtﬁ»p@m‘& to Kalian-poore is sandy, and pam-
‘cularly distressing to the eyes from being 86 -

very « white. = The soil, indeed, seems every ,

where to be impregnated with alkali. The salt )
Eesmmmueeda«ﬂaw +this-country-is a seurce of /
great wealth to-the Honourable the East India
Gumpauy,. The road from ' Kalian-poore to the
mllwge of Sersow! is as bad as a road can be.

1 Scarcely were the torches illumined, (ab@m
an hour after we started,) than one of the sptings

H2
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of our carriage gave way: my charioteer how-

ever contrived, by means of a pocket handker-
chief and a piece of rope, (we found in the seat,)
to fasten the two parts together. With this con«
trivance we were getting on tolerably well, every
moment flattering ourselves that the road might
mend, or, at all events, hoping that it would
carry us on to the next village, where we could
get it properly repaired ; when, what should
appear but a rapid stream, with a steep bank on
either side. I confess I viewed it in absolute
dismay.  Our carriage now so unsafe, all other
conveyances far behind, and with no other light
than torches, it was really an appalling sight;
but necessity, we are told, has nolaw; so down
we went, splashed through the water after our
sable guides, and happily reached the opposite
shore without a ducking. The next evening
brought us to Khanpore, having in ‘three months
safely completed a journey of eight hundred
miles in the same open carriage, and a most de-
lightful journey it was. Our cattle and servants;
as may be supposed, reqmred a little rest, which
determined us to remain a few days in this can-
tonment. It is the principal depdt for the Ben-
gal army, containing seldom less than ten thou:
sand. troops, including a regiment of His Mas
jesty’s Light Dragoons, and one or twa. of
infantry, besides the Company’s artillery, with
Seapoy - corps, both  cavalry and: infantry, of-
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in-Chief residing there. ~An invitation to a din-

ner, ball, and supper, at the Judges, was the
.consequence of this delay—we sat down, a hun-
«dred and ten persons, at table. A friend of ours,
who at this time commanded the troops at Luck-
mnow, being anxious to see us before we pro-
«ceeded to the frontier, as we were now within a

night’s rtin (fifty miles) of Lucknow, we availed

ourselves of the opportunity ; and as the most
‘expeditious mode of reaching it, proposed tra-

velling by dak, that is, in palankeens, with re-

lays of bearers every ten miles. No sooner did
the Nawaab Sadut Alli hear of our intention, than,
-with that attention to British subjects for which
‘he was justly famed, he sent his own post cha-
tiot and four to meet us. I cannot say that we

were perfect strangers, having on a former ocea-

;sion spent a month in one of his palaces. .
know, excepting the. N awaab’s
o large nor so splendld o

palaces, is neit

'y mappearance as that of Benares;. his premises are

|

“of course superb and his stud exceeded both in

quality and number that of any other potentate.
‘His table, to which all the Englmh of any rank
were welcome, had in every respect the appear-
.ance of a nobleman’s in England ; and.no noble-
man of any country could possess greater sua-
ity of manners, or more genuine pohteneas At

QL.

‘-ﬁgmm“d by European gentlemen. . It is likewise
the head-quarters of the army, the Commander-
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/ the time T am speaking of, hie was about fifty
years of age ; his figure tall, athletic, and com-
 manding, with features expressive, and rather
\ handsome; his complexion by no means dark
" for a native, and his eyes a fine hazel. On his

table were always three distinct dinners—one at

the upper end, by an English cook; at the lower
end, by a French cook ; and in the centre, (where
he always sat,) by a Hindostanee cook. Hog-
meat, wine, and turkeys, being forbidden by
the prophet Mahomet, he allowed himself the
latitude of selecting substitutes; accordingly, a
bottle of cherry brandy was placed on the table
by him, from which he pledged his European
guests, and called it English syrup; while the
‘hams on his table (which all came from Eng-
land) he called English venison, and therefore

S,

‘ate with impunity. He was certainly not a |

Mussulman at heart ; for I have frequently heard
“him ridicule their prejudices. He passed his
early years in Calcutta, chiefly in English so-
ciety, and had unconsciously imbibed many Eng-
‘lish ideas. He is styled the Grand Vizier, and
was placed by our Government upon the throne,
towhich by birth he was entitled, but by usurpa-

tion he had nearly lost. He travelled to Luck- |

now as an English gentleman, incog. in a palan-
keen, and just got within the city gates in time |

to prevent them from being closed against him. ;’
He was a staunch ally to the British Govem-‘g
8
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ment; of which he gave convincing proof when
the army under General Lord Lake was pre-
paring to take the field against the Mahrattas.
Being_in want of carriage cattle, he voluntarily
furnished six hundred camels, five hundred
horses as an addition to the dragoon regiments,
a hundred and fifty elephants, and a theusand
bullocks, besides baggage-waggons innume-

C@
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rable. In the second campaign also, when the

officers and men were seven months’ pay in ar-
rears, he advanced Government twelve lacs of

i

rupees, for eighteen months, without any inte- /

rest. No man could have behaved more hand-
somely, and very few would have been half so
liberal. He understood the English language
perfectly, and wrote it correctly, but could not
pronounce the words. Knowing my predilec-
tion for poetry, he presented me with the fol-
following specimen, in manuscript, written by

Lepirr BEx RaBiar,
ALAMARY,
A Native of Yemen, and contemporary
with Mahomet.

“ On the Return of a Person, afier a long Absence, to a Place
where he had spent his earliest Years,

¢ Those dear abodes that once contained the fair,
Amidst Mitatus’ wilds I seek in vain;
Nor towns, nor tents, nor cottages are there, nf
But scattered ruins, and a silent plain. :



‘104

| The proud canals that once Kayana graced,

.. Their course neglected, aml their waters gone,

Among the levelled sands are d;mly traced, i
Like moss-grown letters on a mouldering stone. M.

s

-l

. "14 e

S “Kayana, say, how many a tedious year

‘ Its hallowed circle o’er our heads hath rolled
Smce to my vows thy tender maids gave ear,
""And fondly listened to the tale I told?

How oft since then, the star of sprmg, that pours
A never-failing stream, hath drenched thy head ;
' How oft, the summer’s cloud, in copious showers,
/Or gentle drops, its genial influence shed ?

Y

j How oft since then, the hovering mist of m()m
‘Hath caused thy looks with glittering gems to g]ow g
How oft hath eve her ‘dewy treasures horne, '
To fall responsive to the breeze below !

© The matted thistles, bending to the gale,
"Now elothe those meadows, once with verdure gay.
[ Amidst the windings of that lonely vale,
The teeming antelope and ostrich stray.

The large—eyed mother of the herd, that flies
Man’s noisy lmunts, here ﬁnds a sure retreat,
Here tends her clustering young, till age supplies
| Btrength to their limbs; and swiftness to their feet.

Save where the swelling stream hath swept those walls,
And given their deep foundations to the hgbt, ‘

" As 'the re-touchmg;.penml that recalls G
A long-lost picture to the raptured sight.

Save Whereithe rains have washed the gathered sand,
- And bared the seanty feagments to our view,
o As the dust sprinkled on a punctured band,
Bids the faint tints résume their azure hue,

4
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o« No mossy record of those once loved seats,
i .omw out the mqmamn to enqmrmg eyes;
No tottering wall in echomg sounds repeats 4
Our mnurnful questions, and our bursting Stghs.

i

Yet midst those ruined heaps, that naked plain,
Can faithful memory former scenes restore,

“ ' Recall the busy throng, the jocund train, \

"And pieture all that charmed us there before. I

" Nor shall my heart the fatal morn forget,
That bore thy maidens from these seats so dear,
1T see, I see the crowding litters yet, 4
. And yet the tent poles rattle in my ear ;

/1 I see thy nymphs with timid steps ascend,
| The, streamers wave in all their painted pride;
The folding curtains every fold extend *, i )
And vainly strive the charms within to hide.

. What graceful forms those envious folds enclose!
What melting glances through those curtains play'
Sure Weiras antelopes, or Judah’s roes,
Through yonder veils their sportive young survey! |

'The band moved on—to trace their steps I strove ;
I saw them urge the camel’s hastening flight, ‘
Tlll the white vapour, like a rising grove,
3 Snatched them for ever from my aching sight.

{ 1, Nor since that morn have I Nawarra seen ; y
. Thebands are burst that held us once so fast;
Mamnry’r but tells me that such things have been,

- And sad reflection adds, that they are past.”

i

Tha, angmaJ of th1s was beauufq,lly wntten m
Pemlan, not as we wrlte thh 2 pen, ‘but with'a

@

! ! Ty
Ll hcvse carriages that contain women are a}ways surmunded
by curtains, :
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sort of straight smooth reed, about the same
size, sxmllarly cut, and admirably adapted for
the purpose. The Persians always commence
an epistle by an Alzp/z, (the first letter in the Al-
phabet,)- in order to signify the beginning; and
write from the right hand to the left, or, as we
should call it, backwards. They fold:the paper
narrow, and placing it on the palm of their hand,
write with great facility. ‘

A still more curious specimen of eastern
phraseology than this, ‘'was sent to me once by
a native gentleman, who had promised during
my absence to visit my little boy, then a baby
It ran as follows

“To the Begum - of exalted rank, source of radiance
and dignity, may her good fortunes be perpetual!!

¢ After representing to the Presence illumining the world,
that our fervent wishes for the honour of kissing the footsteps
of her who is the ornament of the Sultanas of the East, are
constant and never-ceasing ; her slave begs to make known to
the NMustrious Perception, that he this morning, when about
two watches of the day were passed, agreeable to the com-
mands resembling fate, presented himself at the threshold of
the Doulet Khannah,” (Palace of Riches,) “ now darkened by
the absence of its brightest laminary ; and having made known
his desire, was admitted to the honour of beholding the radiant

Q.

AT

countenance of the infant, resembling in beauty the moon of

fourteen days, when with inexpressible joy he perceived that
the rose-bud, (in whose presence the flowers of the garden
blush,) farmed by the zephyrs of health, was expanding with a

grace far beyond his feeble powers of description. Having

made the most minute enquiries respecting all matters fitting
for him %o be informed of, your slave leaxrned that the infant,
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and the two cypress-shaped damsels attendant on the threshold,
pass their days in uninterrupted tranquillity, The fawn-eyed.
‘(‘W‘\;Pl)*f’ whose beaming beaqty fills with envy the splendid em-
press of the night ; whose voice makes the plaintive bird of a
thousand notes” (nightingale) ““ hang his head in despair ; she
whose fragrant looks cause to dissolve in sorrow the less odo-
riferous amber; with a grace which would have covered with
blushes the lovely Leila, and made more frantic the enamoured
Muyjnoon, begged her humble assurance of eternal obedience.
¢ Thus much it was fitting this slave should represent j-—
what further trouble shall he presume to give?
- May the sun of felicity and wealth be ever luminous +.”

While we were at Lucknow, a quantity of
Worcestershire china arrived, that had been
sent to the Nawaab from England. He was as
impatient to open it, as a child would be with
a new plaything ; and immediately gave orders
for invitations to be sent to the whole settle-
ment for a breakfast, a lu fourchette, next morn-
ing. Tables were accordingly spread for up-
wards of a hundred persons, including his mi-
nisters and officers of state. N othing could be
more splendid than the general appearance of
this entertainment; but our dismay may be
more easily imagined than ‘describeg;{w on dis-
covering that his servants had mistaken cer-
tain utensils. for milk bowls, and had actually

~placed about twenty of them, flled with that
 beverage; along the Gerire of the table, The )

AR 8 AR R 4 N T IR
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¥ oo -‘\»‘*»..imnr'onEn“““‘wﬁmm‘\vwvwnnﬂﬂﬂwu?
* The fawn-eyed nymph was the chief nurse.
+ The ahove is a literal translation,
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( conmquence was, the English part of the com-
i pany~declined taking any; upon which the
\ Nawaab irinocently remarked, ‘¢ I thought that
the English were fond of milk.” ' Some of them
had much difficulty to keep their countenance«
1 cannot say that I regretted leaving this
noisy city ; for being just at the new moon, the

‘ natives had began, as is their custom, when
; not restrained by martial law, to blow horns
| about the streets, fire muskets, pistols, let off
fire-works, &c. which was formerly the practice

of the Jews on any festival or subject of rejoic-
ing. In this country, the moment they per-
ceive the new moon, all prostrate themselves

on the earth, and offerup a prayer of thanks-
giving ; - after which the uproar commences. In

a military cantonment they are somewhat
checked by watch setting, and patroles to keep

the peace ; here they are encouraged in it, and
make a tremendous noise, both when the moon

is new, “and also when at the full. On either of
these' occurrences, ' the: Mahometan as well ‘as
Hindoo religion enjoins their followers to bathe;
and I have known some religious persons plunge
breast high in the Ganges at twelve o'clock at

abt night, ‘even in" the coldest weather. After
remaining a few moments in prayer, just at the

*  instant the moon is supposed to be at the full,
they make an offering of rice and flowers, which
ar¢ gently placed upon the water, and float
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CHAPTER IX.

From Lucknow, instead of returning to Khan-
pore, we proceeded across the country to Fut-
ty-ghur, where our camp equipage was or-
dered to meet us. It is the residence of the
Commissioners for the ceded, conquered, and i
W%:cre Provmces, and is termed a Sudder Sta-
tion, from containing a complete establishment
of the Honourable the East India Company’s
civil servants, with only one regiment of Sea-
poys, a company of artillery, and the Com-
missioners’ body-guard. It stands on the bank
of the Ganges, about three miles from the large
city of Furrukabad, which is inhabited only by
natives, and is a great mart for trade. Euw)
rukabad is one of the best places in India to pur-|
chase Cashmere shawls, and a fine description |
Qf cloth for neckcloths, called c;handelly, whmh ’
is brought from the Mahratta country, and is |
Tike Scotch cambric, only -infinitely finer and”’.
mor@ ,sgft The natlves here, work well in gold
ar sﬂver, I and are _ingenious mechanics. The
prmmpal part of the inhabitants at Furrukabad
are Mussulmen. The Nawaab, bearing the title
of the city, resides within it.

Havmg devoted a few days to our frlends at
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Futty-ghur, and despatched our tent eql‘l{i'pag;e‘f;
on the evening of the 26th of June we were pre-
‘paring to follow them in palankeens, when the
clouds gathering portended an approaching
storm, and we were much importuned to defer
our intended journey until the morrow. I can-
not say but that I felt well disposed to ac-
quiesce; but my companion, who was the far-
thest in the world from being either self-willeds
or obstinate, appeared so bent upon starting that
evening, that I could no longer eppose it ; fand*
the event proved him to be right. = 1 i

Alas! the family we quitted, htﬂe thought
that, ere the morning dawned, they should not
have a roof to shelter them. Weak-sighted mor~
tals as we are, we know not what an hour may
bring forth! We saw the conflagration ; and had
I not yielded mine to better judgment, should
all have perished in it. Scarcely were we out
of the cantonment, before our friend’s house was
struck by lightning ; and so rapid were the
flames, that in a few hours it was level with the
ground. The table, round which we had all
been sitting, was the first thing shivered to
pieces. « Fortunately the family, who had at-
tended us to our palankeens, did not return to
that. apartment and happsly, " hvm were
lost. - f
About this time is generally the commenge-
m@mt of the rainy season, when storms of this

-

G,
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dégk;riptian‘a‘re prevalent, often violent, but of

~ short duration.  The country between Fitty-

ghur and Agre is tolerably well! cultwqmd,\&
abounds in- groves ‘of fine mango and tamarind

trees, and is: plentifully supplied with wellé//
water. From Futty-ghur to Mynpooric we went

in one night, and there found our tents. It is'
a beautiful spot, surrounded by groves of vas |
rious description, some of them impetrvious to/
the sun’s rays; and the country, far as the'eye
could reach, teeming with cultivation.:. The
next morning’s trip we made on an elephant;
a‘heavy storm of rain that had fallen during the
night 8o inundated the country, (which here lies
flat for many miles,) that the only means: of dis~
covering the road was by observing where the
water lay the deepest, so that we seemed to be
passing along a canal.  Our way for many miles -
of the journey lay across an 'extensive plain,
which ‘now presented one vast sheet of water,
without even shrub or tree to relieve the eye.
It oceurred to: my mind, that the spectaclé
Noah must have witnessed when he took refuge
in' the'ark, was not much unlike it." Thus we
travelled slowly on, the next fourteen miles; to
Shekoabad, where our people had found & high
dry spot- to pitch the tents; and we were very
comfortable, for the rain, as is frequently the
case at this season, had been partial; not half
so much had fallen /ere, as we had had. ' After
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~ these storms, the sun seems, to .acquire: adéﬂ;
tional power: so. great was the heat k@«day.
. that one of our camels died upon the road..

. Belore Agra came into possession of the Eng;— '
lish, Shekoabad was a frontier station, occupu:d¢
ouly by a regiment of Seapoys, and two or thmer
troops of native cavalry. These troups bemg
suddenly called away on duty, the station was
attacked and plundered by a party of. Mahratta
horse, or probably Pindarees, who put all the
males (a few invalid” soldlers) to death, and cap-
tured all the females, . Amongst the latter was
the wife of an officer, and. her two. cluldren'
one of these, being an infant, they mhumanly
massacred ; the other was about six years .of
age, aud having gold  ear-rings on, the barba-
vians literally tore them from her ears; and plac-
ing herbehind one of them, while the distracted
mother was  guarded by another, they were

G

conveyed to a fort in the Mahratta, country, and
there confined until an exorbitant ransom could
_be raised: to liberate them., Ly

(}hemhle Iml ary.. foree«‘ chapable of entcarmg

ldﬁ:h nds of amity with any- sattlad state, they

&mpqrwd themselves by plunder, ‘and were in

the habit of exercising the most atrocious,cruel-

ties, sparing: neither sex nor age, and destroying
X 1 B
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what tliey were unable to carry away. Thus
.they came suddenly upon the peaceful cultiva-
tors of the soil, while their numbers and warlike
accoutrements rendered thet altogether irre-
sistible. Having by this means acquired large
territorial possessions, always on the alert, they
were prepared to assist any native power who

might think proper to employ them. Indeed it

is'a well-known fact, that the armies of Scindia
-~ and Hallmr were of this description. Embol-
dened by success, they at length openly at-
tacked the villages which the English had taken
under their protection,  Our late successful
operations, under the command of the Marquis
~of Hastings, have overthrown, if not totally an-
mhxlated this formidable enemy and since the
war of 1818, the river Indus has become our
frontier, while secunty and comfort have suc-
‘ceeded to the terror and misery formerly the lot
of the inhabitants of these regions.  Multitudes
have alieady emerged from the hills, into which
necessity had driven them, and now re-occupy
their native villages. The ploughshare is again
employed to turn a soil which for many seasons
has lain undisturbed, save by the hoofs of pre-
datory cavalry. Such exértions on the part of
the British Government in India have immor-
talized u% ‘as a nation; I wish 1 could add,

without any ‘individual suﬁ'ermgs, but, alas!

although successful ‘as to the main object, we -
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have to lament the loss of many a braye soldier,
not so much from the actual chances of war, as
from harassing and fatiguing' marches in. AR up-
healthy country. Iamassured by aneye witness
ofithe dreadful scene, that;in one day’s.march of

fourteen miles, out of eighteen thousand souls, |

which ‘the camp was estimated to contain, -be-
tween seven and €ight thousand were left dead
upon the road. - The same eorrespondent adds,
“!The number of native servants and camp fol-
lowers who Jost’ their lives upon this occasion

is incaleulable, Nome of us,” he continues,

““ had above one or two servants outof twenty,
who were able to: exert-themselves ; and so sud-
denly were they attacked, thatno man could
flatterhimself he might not be a corpse before
the next hour.” Several young men in the troop
he commanded, singing and joking as they rode
along, apparently in excelldant health,  would
request permission 'to fall out of the ranks;
they were so il that they: could not situpon
their horses; when, threwing themaelmsf apon
the ground, they were dead before the .column
had all passed.  We have however the consola-
tion of veflecting, that the war was not provoked
by motives.of ambition, ora desire of :accumu-

y we m zbum &n&m«l »mw wtu@m mwif-

Mlmhaugh mmew_mg the mb e:mmh of tem*‘
tory over which our conquests have: bgenapg@&d

12
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and considering that in‘less than a century (from
a'small factory ‘on the coast) we have become
sovereigns of a mighty empire; that the popula-
tion of India is not'less than 100,000,000, and
spread over a continent of more than 1,000,000
square miles; that the dominion of this kingdom
extends over more than one third of this’ex-
tent, and over nearly two-fifths of that popula-
lation ; it may perhaps be said that we have in-
creased our possessions by gradual encroach-
ments to what they now are. I can only state,
from unquestionable authority, that the wat of
1818 was not of this description. b
"The Pindarees, at the commencement of it,
consisted of from 30,000 to 40,000 regular ‘and
ifregular horse, receiving continual re-inforce-
ments, and, from want of organization, incapa-
ble of being attacked by disciplined troops.
They were a collection from the remnant of
forter wars; the refuse of disbanded armies;
the' rallying standard of all discontented, un-
tractable spirits, of the restless and ambitious);
rapid and decisive in their movements, they were
generally successful in escaping pursuit, and
only to be defeated when surprised. ' They pro-
voked the war by 'a series of outrages, such as no
‘government ‘could ‘hear ‘of ‘and not resent. " In
1812 they made an irruption into Bengal, plun-
dering 'villages, and carrying away the peaceful
inhabitants into slavery; in 1813 into Bombay ;

y
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in 1816, accompanied by circumstances of un-

 paralleled atrocity, into Madras, at which pe-
~riod instances occurred where a whole female
“ population precipitated themselves into wells'to
“‘eseape falling into their hands, while fathers
~ and hushands buried  themselves in the flaming
ruins of their miserable dwellings. ' Secindia,
 ‘Holkar, rand Ameer Kham, took this opportu-
‘nity of entering the lists against us; but fora
considerable time we had no reason to expect
hostility from the Peishwa, a power:so impor-
tant, that all others sunk as nothing in the com-
parison.’ An attack of Holkar on our:troops‘was
the signal for general action, the result'of which
proved the complete defeat of our ‘enemies. ' Hol-
kar was soon obliged to surrender all the terris
tory he - possessed south of Santa-poora; and the
campaign was carrying on most successfully,
‘when ‘the Peishwa, long a treachercus friend,
now became an open enemy, and stood the ac-
knowledged head of the Mahratta powers. From
‘that moment our arms were of necessity directed
‘against him-—~he was driven from his capital,
‘and finally reduced from the ¢ exile of & wan-
derer to the bondage of'a captive.” Heisnow
‘in' confinement at Benares. " The Rajah of | Nug-
pore, with whom we had signed a treaty of peace
in'1813, also turned traitor,” although indebted
‘to us for his throne. He was repelled w1th si-
‘milar courage'and success,

Q[
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a ~Our army ‘at this time consisted of 90,000

men—~of these 10,000 only were English; and

althowgh the native troops found many of theiv

velatives, and much of their property in the

? neighbouting tertitory of the Peishwa, such was

their fidelity to their employers, that, defying

‘ hi¢ threats, they cafried frequent proofs to their

L Eumpuan officers of his attempts to cormpt f,hfm'

onalty |

' In the whole tweneyuélght actions that were

fmtgbt the superior mahagement of the British

arms wds conspicuous ; dnd between the months

of November and June; twenty forts (some of

thém deemed impregnable) were taken and dis-

mantled, The frontier that then remained to be

defended by the British force, extended nearly

‘ two thousand five hundred miles. One of these

f mpmed impregnable forts was Huitrass, near

| Agru, in possession of a Jaut chief named. .Dmk
Ram, a Hindoo prince of ancient family. -

. The Jauts ave, properly speaking, cultimtm;s

. of the soil, but have long been famed for their

warlike achievements. Their origin has been

variously represented: some believe them to

have been Rzypwts, a race of people whose only

occupation was war; and from turning agricul-

turists, that they lost the name of Rajpoot, and

were afterwards known by the name of Jauts.

However this may be, it cannot be denied that

they are the most skilful husbandmen in Hin-
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dostan, invariably quit the plough at the call of

danger, and prove, if they ever did belong to
theisect of Rgjpoots, that they are not degene-
rated. The character of the Rgjpoots. fox: he;
roism in former times, when the distinction of

caste was much more religiously observed -thm :

it is at present, is well known, . . ..
Diah Ram was related to the Rajah of BW%
pore, and was secretly in alliance with. ather
states who were hostile to the, British Goyerns
ment. He gained his, territory by conquest;
but was afterwards deprived of . it. by, the Mak
mtms, and re-instated by the Brmsh Govemw
Pneweus tg our gomg to war wlth thge Mam
walias, this Rajah entered into . treaty offensive
and. defensive with us; which he afterwards
broke by assisting Holkar, a Mahratta . chief.
On the subjection of the latter, a fresh treaty
was made with him, wherein it was stipulated
that he should pay ninety thousand rupees into
our treasury, adopt our system of police, dis-
band his troops, and cease to coin money. This
treaty was no sooner signed than broken. . He
continued the coinage, was irregularin the pay:
ment of his tribute, strengthengd his fort, wl
beeame. the receptacle of all, the . d:!@aﬁ'ﬁcted;
and, to crown his perfidy, when four of our po-
lice officers }g@,gl“‘};;qu‘ murdered in his district,




‘he'gave shelter to the perpmaems, amd mﬁuwd

o give them up tojustice. (T

1At the time our troops attacked h;m furb at

- Huttrass; it was defended by five hundred pieces

" of artillery, with' an outer fort, inwhich ‘were
‘twenty immense bastions, surrounded by a ditch

' ninety feet broad, seventy-five feet deep;« aml
contmning six feet of water. b e

The town is a rectangular work, about seven

‘hundred and fifty yards from the fort. « In form,

it is nearly square, five hundred by four hundred

and eighty yards, with nine - cn‘cular bastions,

anid a pretty deep ditch. i

The attack was made upon the fort at- hpalf-

past' eleven o'clock -at night, March 2, 1817.

j On the preceding evening all our batteries were
| advaneed within a hundred ‘yards of the'glacis,
i and by sun-rise next morning we had forty-three
| ! pieces of heavy cannon ready to bear upon:it.
$

- The general who commanded, gave the Rajab
qantil nine o'clock, to decide whether he would
- gtand a siege or surrender. He chose the former.
Awordmgly, ‘at the hour appointed, all our
batteries opened, and kept up an incessant
firing ‘until five o’clock the next evening; at
~which time one of the shells. fell upon his prin-
cipal magazme contammg 8iX thousand maunds*

% A 'maund is eighty pounds weight.



121

of gunpowdert, and caused a terrible explosion.
It was  the most awful and beautiful scene
that' could be imagined. The earth trembled as
if'shaken by an earthquake. This was imme-

- diately: followed by a stunning crash, «which

“even deadened the sound of ouribatteries... The

« fort was instantly enveloped in a thick black

cloud,: which gradually rose in the; form. caf @
regular and beautiful tree, growing rapxdly yet
magaatwally out of the ground; at the same time
- preserving its exact pmportmns il s
“+ The panic caused by this occurrence it w xm-
possible to describe, each party supposing that
the other had sprung 2 mine—all was, for a mo=
ment, silent horror and breathless expectation !
‘The +firing; which had been kept up without
intermission for eight hours, ceased as if by ma-
gic.. Every one seemed transfixed to the:spot,
‘too 'muach astonished 'to speak:; for,: lo} they
‘were! in ‘total darkness! which continued ' for
‘ more- ithan eleven ' minutes,  This so sudden
‘f&ha‘ng‘e;“from a fine clear sky, with: the sun
Ashmmg forth in all his splendour, to impenetra-
‘ble darkness, was sufficient to strike the firmest
mindiwith dread. © The darkness subsided by
idegrees; ‘and our people soon discovered what
had been the cause ; upon which our batteries
-again opened with redoubled vigour, the Rgjak’s

-answering them feebly, and only now and then,

from which it appeared evident that there was
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much confusion within the fort.. We kept it up;
however, until eleven o’clock, when the Rgjah,
being fairly burnt out, contrived with two hun-
dred of his best horsemen to effect his escape.
They were all, as we afterwards learned, bim-
self not excepted, clad in chain armour. The
destruction occasioned by the explosion of the
magazine in the fort was dreadful; scarcely a
man or'animal within but was wounded by it,
and the greater part of the buildings were laid
in ruins. The Rgjah and his party made a dart
through a piequet of the 8th Dragoons, and a

Q.

regiment of Rohillah horsemen, whose swords

made no impression. During the night there
had been just sufficient moonlight to distinguish
the | fort, over which our shells were seen to
mount in air, then rolling over each other like
so many balls of fire, eight or nine at a time,
they sank majestically down. It was afterwards
understood that Dish Rem bad taken refuge
with the Burtpare Rgjah, another Jaut chief, to

; sw*hom;he\ was nearly related. The unfortunate
failure of our troops in their several attacks on
this Rgjab of Buripore doubtless inspirec others

with courage to oppose us, and perhaps in some
‘measure caused that obstinate resistance wkueh

:we every where met with.

The Rajak of Buripore, although very old, -

was a most formidable enemy. He is since
dead. The Jauts have repeatedly vevolted

Lo
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against. the. Mogul government, the . seat of
which is, Delhi ; and although the whole force
of ithe empire has at times been turned, against
them, théy have so. bravely defended  their
strong holds, that they have always been al:
lowed, to capitulate on the most favourable
terms. L T O
* Within the last century, taking advantage of
the anarchy which at length overthrew the throme
of Delhi*, they issued forth in great force, sub-
dued the province of Agre, where they demo-
lished all the magnificent structures which the
Mussulmen, with great taste, and at an. enor,
mous expense, had erected, and carried away
plunder to an immense amount.. The |ceils
ings of the royal residence were at that time
covered with sheets of pure gold, or of the
finest silver curiously embossed. . These all
became the spoil of the conquering Jauts, The
Ladge alone (that wonderful and most elegant
production of art) escaped destruction ; but the
e Leaving only the shadow of royalty in the pers;ohl ‘of an
old blind king, named Shan Allum, whose syes were putoutby
- oneof his subjects, who was the head of 'a faction. - He was

resinstated on the throne by General Lo;ul, Lake, about, the end
of the year 1808, and died at an advan‘cgd‘ age, being sue-
ceeded by his son the present Emperor. These Sovereigns,
from having ruled the whole of the Mogul Empire with de-
spotic sway, are now reduced to the government of a single
© OB il iy o
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chandelier ‘which ‘was’ suspelidefﬁ ﬁ’om ‘the prin-
dipal dome, by ingots'of silver, was soon’de-
prived’ of its elevated situation. Many of 'the
‘precious’ stones that were' inlaid in the marble
fret-work “were rudely torn out, and much’ of
the alabaster screen was mutilated. © But'their
fury chiefly turned against the tomb of the Eni-

.

peror Achar, which is situated at a place called

Secundra, about five miles from Agra. 'Tt stands
within a square enclosed by four brick walls, ex-
tending’ half a mile on either side: these walls
aré thirty feet high and eight feet thick. Within
this' enclosure was formerly 4 garden, planted
in Wvenues of trees, ‘principally orange, lemot,
and citron trees, which floutish well in this' dis
trict. ' /In the centre of this garden stands'the
tomb,- on a platform of stone, to which you as-
_¢end 'by' many steps:® A colonnade of ‘arches,
five and‘twerty feet ‘high, ' and thirty' deep, en-
dlose the building. The interior, which contains
‘the cenotaph, is' entirely of white marble, beati:
tifully inlaid, and was formerly richly orna-
,manted., Many inscriptions of the Koraan still
remain, although many more have been defaced.
The' four gateways,  East, West, North, and
South, cbm]giosed of ved granite, and white maih
‘bfféwwnh seutences of the Koraan engraven on
them, are very magmﬁcent and the minarets,
wh;;ph are lmmensely high, are faced with white
marble But it is impossible to do justice to
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these superb buildings by description—it is ne-

cessary to see them, in order to form a just es-

timate of their peculiar beauty and magnificence.
. From Agra and its vicinity, flushed with con-

quest the emboldened Jauts pushed on through

Q.

the adjoining district of Ally Ghur, in which ave

the three strong forts now belonging to Blmg-
waut Smgk Dialh Ram, &c. In that of Ally
Ghur, near the city of Coel, they placed a for-
midable garrison: it afterwards stood a_siege,
and fell before British valour. Th1s fort was
taken, after an obstmate res1stance, by the
army comma,nded by General Lord Lake in. perv
son, August 1804.  Notorious for thelr rapa.clty
and tyrannical dispositions, it is not to be won:
d&red at, that wherever they go, the Jauts axe
h@th dreaded and detested, or that the former
defenceless. inhabitants should feel the utmost
joy whenever released from their state of bond-
‘age, to feel the influence of British lemty and
justice.. . N

The Jauts are brave solchers and goad cultx-
vators; but in order to make good subJects, they

uqtbe divested of all power.

1 h&ve been led by this subject to an uncon—
scmnable distance, . and will therefore retum
with all speed to Shekoabad, from whence the
dngresamn took place’ U Wi T

T e
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e Wrdmﬁhd ‘the next place we came to, is a 1a1‘ge'
town, under the direction of a Zeseeldar, o
native collector of revenue, and an esté;bl‘i’sﬂi‘-

ment of ‘Police.” We found the former quite a
polished gentleman, who having spent great
part of his life in Calcutte among Europeans,
had adopted, as nearly as was consistent with
the Mahometan religion, their manners and mode
of living. ' “He not only waited upon us, as is
customary, upon our drrival, but sent fruit, ‘ve-
getables, and ‘two excellent dishes of curry.
/What makes‘this dish so much better here than

f in Bngland, is a soft and’ slightly acidulated

{ cmd they put_into it, called dhye, which gives

| “it'a beautifal bright colour and plquam

- Afew slices of unripe mango is also a great mb /

? b pmbértfeﬁ*t |

i "From Ferozabad, in consequence of no rain

; having fallen there, the immense plain we' had
to eross bore the appearance of a complete sandy
desert, on which we were in some danger of
belng smothered; for a high wind blew the
sand directly in our faces. “Nothing ‘cold be
more uncomfortable; even the horses betrayed

symptems of unwillingness to brave it. The
3 ) i
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heat on this day's march was so excessive, that
the gig horse, who drew us the last ten miles,
was no sooner unharnessed than he drdpped
down and expired.

At Eittamaadpore, to which place we proceeded
tzhe next day, we met the collector of the dis
trict, who happened to be there in tents, and
speit the day with him.

‘From this place to Agra, (ten mﬂes only,) it
being considered unsafe to travel without a
guard, we were escorted by four of the col-
lector’s armed horsemen; but when we arrived
on the bank of the Jumna, and were preparing
to ¢ross the ferry to Agra, we met some friends
coming to pass the day at a garden house near
at hand, and they prevailed on us to join the
party. Tt was built by a man named Ettamidaad
Dowlut, ‘meaning Ettamaad the Rich*, and is
now under the care of the judge of the distriet.
His burial place, or tomb, denominated also a
mausoleum, with that of his wife, stands in' the
centre of the garden. The walls and pavement,

‘of 'white marble, are elegantly inlaid with eor-
nelian of different colours, porphyry, granite,
&ec. It is a square building, terminating in a
dome, curiously and beautifully painted with
flowers, and Mosaic. 'It stands on'an elevated
"pl‘wtfo‘iﬁm ",bf ‘white marble, -having at ‘ea‘ehf corner

y ”Fbr ‘the lustox‘y of 'this native, which is somewhat smgtﬂar.
see *“ Daw's History of Hindostan.”

Q.
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a lofty. minaret of thé same materials.. The
whole is surrounded by a marble railing. - Un-
der the dome, and immediately over the bodies,

{ are two blocks of highly polished yellow. mar-

' ble, beautifully carved; and round both is an
elegant net-work of white marble, inlaid with
stones of different colours. This man could
boast of no pedigree, and not having any imme- -
diate successor, his estates became the property

- of the existing government, and ows's; eventually, -
by right of conquest In this country the Great

| ¢ . Mogul, or, as he is now termed, Emperor of

Lg gvaha  Delliis the nominal proprletor of all 1;he landed

. property, and takes upon himself to dispose of

it to whom he pleases. Those who hold lands
‘under his government are obliged, at their de-

' gease, to bequeath the property to him, when

~ hedistributes to the family of the deceased what.
portion of it he thinks proper. Every thing
appears. to be carried on in the same despotic

. WY, from the Emperor down to the meanest of
 his;subjects, where they have any power at all.

1 The premises of Ettamaad Dowlut extend con-
siderably beyond the river Jumna ; the house it-

self is built on its bank, and is the resort of many
fishing parties from Agra and Secundra. The. fort

| - af Agra stands on the bank nearly opposite to it.
~ . The road’ from our, last halting place was

dreary beyond measure: it lay through a deep‘

ravine, or pass, only of sufficient breadth for
one cairiage to travel, and so extended for at

s
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least six'miles.  Unfortunately for us, a waggon
hiad broken down in one part, and ‘completely:
filled the space; we were consequently obliged:
to'leave the carriage, and scramble up the al-
most perpendicular side of this ravine, or wait
for hours in the sun until the waggon was in a
state to move on again. Luckily we had only
a mile to walk, for the heat was excessive. 1
" Early on the following morning we crossed, .
the Jumna, and proceeded to Secundra to breaks
fast. Here we found a vregiment of dragoons,
tolerably settled in bungalows that they had .
raised since their arrival there a few months be~
fore, i bt o L e . Bt
" The most tremendous storm I ever witnessed
oceurred on the following day. About ten
o’clock in the morning the sky began 'to lower;
“black rolling clouds seemed gathering over our
hieads, with now and then a violent gust of
wind. The atmosphere meantime became tinged .
‘as by a distant fire, which in an instant was sue-
ceeded by total darkness, accompanied by dread-
ful peals of thunder. On the spot we happened
to be, there were we obliged to remain: for at
Jeast twenty minutes I could not distinguish my
" own hand. It was really awful! The natives
fled from their houses, and prostrated themselves
on the ground, in momentary expectation of an
earthquake. A gentleman walking in his gar-
den, was obliged to remain there : he could ot
, s : .
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see the way to his house. . From the commence-|
ment, of this wonderful phenomenon, until the:
sun shone forth again, was full three hours. L
never witnessed such a scene before,.-! and.
w@&y hope I never may agaim. . . _
. Secundra was at this time much mfc-med,, bw
parties of pred,,atory horsemen, who were so ex-
pert at their trade, that notwithstanding cholis

~ dars (armed watchmen) were kept on guard at
every house and stable, they contrived to steal
and carry off many valuable horses. They were
even bold enough, at one time, to attack. indis
viduals by throwing spears at their palankeenss
so that when any lady or gentleman went from
home, the former was attended by matchlock
 men *y and the latter never failed to carry pmm
sobsosithy himel oo ¢ e g fomihiia
{” A catastr 0phe still more serious than thes»e it
{ cursions of the predatory horse had nearly taken
place, owing to the rashness of a young officer
in the regimént ; and but for the very great pres
| senee of mind of the Judge, who dined that day

s

¢ ) in the ¢antonment, every European would have
: Fwenimt to death. It was the season of the
; Moharum, when galloping along by one of their

~otnamented biers, he overthrew some: of the
Fampe The alarm was mstanmly gwem §i peaple

z.‘ : “en who carry a very Tong : gun that 15 ﬁreﬁ by m‘ s’ o
i 4 fﬁaﬁcﬁ whlch ‘they carry teady lighted. £

AT R o
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flocked in numbers to the spot, raised a hue and’ \

cry, and' some attempted to stop’ him, but he
eluded them and took vefuge in the guard-room.
They then procéeded in a body to the com?
manding officer’s house, and demanded that he
should be given up, threatening, in case of re-
fusal, to get reinforcements from' Agra, and
destroy” every ' European they could find, A
- servant of the Judge’s, upon hearing this, and
knowing what a desperate set of people thev
were, went with all speed to inform his master,
who was dining at the regimental messiroom.
The Judge immediately mounted his horse, and
galloped into Agra; which having entered, he
ordered the city gates to be shut, and not t6 be

opened again without his permission upon pain |

of death. The commanding officer of Securdri
meantime made a pretence of searching for this
young man, (whose friends had assisted him to
quit the place in disguise,) until informed that
he was safely out of their power. He could not,
however, venture to rejoin his corps again, and

Wry soon after left the country. gt B

“'The scenery round Agra and Secundra is some-
what dreary, from the numberless ruins which
meet the eye on’ every side : but there are many
fh‘i’ﬂgs« worth sesing in the neighbourhood, par-
ticularly the Zudge Mahl at Agra, the fort and
palace, and the«mausoleum of Christie at Futty-
poor Sicera’; also a monastery founded for those

K 2
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of the Roman Catholic persuasioniof any country
ormnation, by Sumroo, the German general, whom
I before made mention of as having caused the.
massacre, of Europeans at Patna. = In this mo-
nastery he. was huried.  The Begum Sumroo,
his widow, keeps: up the estabhshment, and has
also added a nunnery. .
. The, Z‘adge Mahi at Agm reqmres a mtu,h '
abler pen than mine to describe it; and it is not.
in the power of any pen, in my opinion, to do
it Justice. . It,was built by the Emperor Shaw
Jehaan, in the year 1719, (at which period he
began his veign,) over the burial place of Mons
taza . Mhul, his fayourite wife. + To her, when
on her death- bed, he promised that he would
erect. a  monument which should surpass in
beauty any thing of the kind in the known
world, and be as superior as she was to the rest
of her sex. . He accordingly. issued. his wroyal
mandate to his ministers to: collect, at any ex-
pense; artificers from all quarters of the globe;

' as he was determined nothing should be spared

to render this work perfect. In as short a time
as could be expected, artificers arrived from
England France,. Italy, Greece, and all the ori-
ental courts, and the building was 1mmedmtely
commenced u pon: ‘The plan was the Emperor’s
own ; but it is said that the ornamental part
was sketched by a Frenchman, and executed
under hzs auspices by artists from Rome, parti~
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cularly the ‘pattern and inlaid work of precious
stones on the skreen and ‘sarcophagus.

‘This building stands in the centre of a large
garden, on the banks of the river Jumna, with
large minarets containing three octagon apart-
ments, one above another, at the four corers,
each being surrounded by a colonnade. They
are composed of porphyry, granite, and whxte
marble.

The interior of the Tadge is dmded into seve-
ral suits of apartments ‘being in form of a square,
with the cenotaph in the centre, under the first
story ; of 'which there are three at each corner,
surmounted: by marble domes, making in the
whole one large, and four small domes, with a
small high minaret at each corner also of ithe
square marble platform on which it stands, and
to which you ascend by a flight of steps from
‘the garden. ' The platform, or terrace, is ‘én~
closed by marble railing. 1 was shown some
lines written on this elegant structure, which 1
will here transcribe, with the reply.

>

"4 Ingeribed to the Extvrson who caused it to be erected.
| 1% 0h thou! whose great imperial mind could raise 1
' uqﬂplemkd trophy to a woman's praises. ., .o
ki 1f love, or gnef inspired | the great design,
 No mortql joy or sorrow equalled thine.
Sleep on secure; this monument shall stand
1 {While desolation’s wing sweeps o'er the land,
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By time.and eleath in one wide ruin hwmled) vl

'n

The last tnumphant wonder of the, wesd L e i

e On read'imgy‘:lt‘eiakéve. i

© % No eastern prinee, for wealth or splendour famed,
. Mo mortal hand, this beauteous temple framed.

o i In deatly's cold arms, as loved Montaaa, slept, ik
s Whgxlﬁ sighs o ‘er Jumna/'s wmd,mg waters crept,

" Tears such as angels shed, with fragrance filled,

Around her form in pearly drops distilled,

1 Of snowy whiteness—thus congealed they stand

A ﬁmﬁy\ fnbmc, boast of Tndia's Jandi? 1 b R

Thm I adgf: .Malzé is justly reput&d the; mﬂst

: _al@ganq‘,md‘._mhaam strugture that can be ima-

gined. Its walls are faced and lined with the

awhitest marble; the tomb, and whole of the

iinterior, including the skreen, being. curiqusly
inlaid with precious stones, not only in the form
of flowers, but even in their differengshades and
‘colours. In one small carnation I counted forty-
two different stones. These stones are prinei-

paily agate, cornelian of infinite variety, lapis

lazuli, onyx, garnet, turquoise, and the like.
The grand gateway at the entrance of the
garden is proportxombly maomﬁcent (there are
three others, with six apartments over each,)
being of sufficient depth to contain the Em-
peror’s body-guard drawn up in state for him
to pass through, and lofty in proportion.

'Phe palace and royal baths within the fort are
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“s«omethmg of the same style, but the materials
are much inferior to those in the Tadge. The
ceilings of the apartments in the palace were

originally cased iwith solid’ silver or gold, and
are alone reputed to have cost eleven lacs of ru-
pees ™. In each state apartment wasa chande-
lier, suspended by silver or gold chains to maich -
the ceiling.  All these the Jauts ‘destroyed and
carried away, when they overrun the district;
since which' time they have been only washed

Witha“gmm or -sﬂmr;f!‘riwf fﬂim%atim M‘:xthﬁimfmmw

mpmmwzm the'y likerse destmyw *aw‘féw
pw:hé& @nly remaining by Whlch wei ﬁahﬁﬂd@é




o CHAPTER XI.

THE tomb of Christie at Futty-poor Sicera is about
a day's journey westward of Agra. It stands

‘upon an elevation of one hundred feet from the

ground, having just as many stone steps to as-
cenid before you reach the grand entrance. These
steps extend along the whole front of the build-
ing.  The gateway is a square building ‘of red
granite, witha flat roof, and a parapet on the
four sides: the front of it is covered with Per-
sian inscriptions, and carving of curious worke
manship. To this roof you ascend by three
hundred and sixty-five stone steps, on either
side. Through the gateway is a spacious area,
arcaded on all sides, and paved with white
marble. In the centre of it stands the tomb of
a holy man named Christie : it was erected to
‘his memory by a merchant, who having risked
a considerable property on board some vessels
to a distant country, promised him, if his prayers

for their safe return should prove successful, that -

he would cause a monument of this description
to be built in token of his gratitude, and that
the entrance to it should exceed in height any
thing of the kind in Hindostan, .The same tra-
dition states, that from the time these vessels
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sailed until their return, was precisely three hun-
dred and sixty-five days, which the number of
steps are intended to commemorate. = . .
The sarcophagus is enclosed within a square
buxldmg of white marble, surrounded by fret-
work of the same, and raised by several steps
from the area, which marble steps extend &lw
whole length of the building on either side. | .
{»The tomb-itself is white marble, richly mla_ml
with. mother of pearl, fastened by small gold
nails ; the whole being enclosed within curtains
of silver gauze. The dome, which surmounts
this ‘building, is beautifully painted on the in-
side with emblematical devices, and passages
from the Koraan. This place /is constantly
guarded by priests, 'who have a college near
the spot founded by the same merehant, and an
annual stipend to keep both in repair*. . .
.+ From hence we proceeded, about a qmm:tex of
~a ‘mile farther, to a magnificent palace built by
the Emperor Acbar, now, alas! rapidly falling

to:decay.  The scite of it covers above an acre

of ground. The apartments we were shown as
having belonged to Zamoulah, thg beloved of
Achar, (aa she was emphatically termed,) are

* In Qne of‘ the apartments of thxs mausoleum was 2 trap-
dom', ‘which upon touchmg the sprmg flew up, and discovered

gradhal descent of some hundred feet; at the bottom of
which was ‘stable roont for a thousand horses, who m cases
of emergency have been concealed there. Heslich

Q.
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composed of red granite and alabaster. The
walls are divided into compartments, onwhich
are landscapes in sculpture delicately executed.
- A structure contiguous to the palace particu-
lagly attracted our attention, as ‘having an im-
mense pillar in the centre, stuck from top to
bottom with elephants’ teeth, on which we were

told the trophies used to be hung that the Em=

~ peror gained in battle. This pillar supported
an octagon gallery round it, for the ladies of his
family, so contrived  as that they should: see
what was going on below without being seem:
On four sides of this gallery, were. passages
leading to the apartments oceupied by these
ladies. . To /the Emperor himself, a kind of
throne, on an elevation in the body of the build-
ing, was appropriated ; the whole of the inte-
rior being finished with peculiar elegance. 1o
. From hence we traversed an extensive stone
‘terrace, to a building I can only describe as the
_ potunda, where, during the hot season, the Em-

. peror was accustomed to sleep. - The approach
4o ity like most others, was by several stone
steps surroynding the whole.  The apartment
on the ground floar was of considerable size s it
used to be occupied by his body-guard, and was
surrounded by three hundred and sixty-five
stone pillars. The one over it, in like manner,
by fifty-two, and the upper room by twelve; to
which the ascent led by a bandsome stone stair-
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Ma@ sin »@Mé preaerthmn. il men3 this: apart-
ment we could distinguish the fort of Bhurtpore,

before which our army were five times repulsed,

and it still remains in the possession’ rof its Ra-
Jjah. The avenue towards' Delhi, through which
the Emperor Aebar used to pass in his approach
to this palace, contains seven high arched gate-
ways, at thattime guavded by a proportionate
upmber of armed men. The perspective through
these is the most correct and beautiful 1 have
everseen, ‘Agra and its vicinity, in the-direetion

of 'this place, is celebrated for oranges: we ate

them here in great perfection, although the bar-
barous Jauts had left little vestige of a garden,
4 These provinces having been newly conquered
by the British army, had as yet paid no revenue
to Government, who accmdmgiy appointed two
commissioners to survey them, and form an es-
timate of what they were capable of fumishmg

Feonsider myself particularly fortunate in being

of their party, since it afforded me a move per-
feet view of the manners and customs of the na-
tives, and a better opportunity of seemg the
‘country than was hkely to occur again; indeed
‘we visited some parts of it wl;xere Buropeans had
‘mever been before. )

Om the 1st day of December, 180@ attended
| ‘by a regiment of Seapoys and a numerous reti-
m;e, we, tmvellq:;l in the smte of the commis-
sioners towards Delhi, the capital of the Mogul



