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1 Our line of march, including cattle,

ed more

. Empire. | Our line of max :
waggons, and followers, extend

th ‘n‘aimﬂe‘.“ W R O o
. On quitting Secundra we crossed  the: river

Jumna, opposite to an ancient hunting' seat of
. the Emperor Achar, at a village named Madower.
In the rainy season the Jumna is here both wide

Q

and rapid, although during the hot winds it is

nearly dry: its waters in the hot season are sup-
posed to possess _properties like those of the
Nile, that is, in producing cutaneous disorders,
which, although extremely troublesome, do net
affect the general health.  The irritation caused

by these watery: pustules is:sometimes exces-

sive, only to be relieyed by cooling medicine
 anda spare diet; jyet I.am inclined to believe,
 that by boiling the water before it is made use
of, theill effects of it might be in a great mea-
sure if not wholly prevented : precipitating small

| pieces: of charcoal will also much assist the pu-

 rification of it |

—which at a distance appeared like low shrubs

s i ¥

s

tivated

- From. Ma ower we drove ‘throyugh“ acu

e ghek

country supplied with water by numerous wells,
| thickly planted with, tréés';'/'-" ‘Among these

side the road were fields of the cotton plant,

* From thg‘bm’:abdol' wégd is made the best kind of chﬁrcéﬁ,
(a fupl much used in Indian kitchens instead of coals,) and also

e

“the best and strongest tent pegs.

aubool ¥ tree rose conspicuous. On either
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bearing innumerable large white blossoms': the
cotton was, at this season, just starting from the
pod. From hence we made Huttrass in two
march@s. Huttrass is two-and-thivty miles from
Secundra. After passing through two or three
small villages we came to a level country richly
“cultivated, and saw the fort of Sarseney:  This
“fort was resolutely defended by its Rajah, Bhag+
 waut Sing, in the year 1802, but laid siege to'
and taken by the troops under command of Ges
neral, afterwards Lord Lake, by whom it was
dismantled, and is now in a ruinous state.. The
town,of Sarseney appears to have recovered it=
self from the ravages of war; but the natives of
these provinces are so prone to pillage; that
merchants are afraid to expose their goodsfor
sale. ) We were ‘told of a waggon-load of mer+
chandise, consisting chiefly of bale goods, that
was plundered near this place only a few days
before; and four matchlock men, who travelled
with it for protectmn, were murdered on ﬂm
oo T i
Near Sarseney we' saw the remains «)f some
bewt:ful gardens, containing several hght pas
vilions of white marble. They consisted of one
large apartment, surmounted by a cupola, and
surrounded by a verandah. ' These pavilions
were raised six or seven feet from the ground.
The. approaeh to them was by wide paved ter-
races; crossing each other at right angleq, shaded
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by lofty trees, under which were fountains and
beds of flowers.  The town is conipletely com-
manded by the fort, which stands upon an emi-
nence; and is now occupied by ‘a native wka
leetor of revenue, called a feseeldar. ¥
1 The city of Coel, whichiwe entered towards
evening; is a large populous place, surrounded
by a high brick wall, and secured at each ens
traece by ponderous gatess, with a number %ﬁ
armed men. . i
4 The gen&ml face of the country, fmm Sarsem*z/
to Coel, is one extensive plain, with here and
there a few small bushes, or a cluster of misera-
ble huts. It is not here, as in England, that the
‘eye is vegaled at intervals by the smiling ap««
pearance of a neat thatched cottage, through
the luxuriant foliage of a spreading oak. Smalt
forts built.of mud supply their place; andhibhess |
are to be seen in all directions. Just before we’
reached Coel, 1 observed anumber of foddy trees,
 the sap of which is made use of instead of yeast
to lighten bread; and, when fresh; is eageriy
drank by the Hindoo natives, who aré many of
them fond: of intoxicating liquors; an effect
which this syrup speedily produces. There is
anothei sort, called bang, extracted froma herb
of that name which is cultivated in' most of their
gardens. The cultivated parts of this distriet |
are almost overrun with a plant they call palma /
blwwm, from which: anoil with: madmmal pm ,/

i e
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- pertiesis oxtracted; knmtrn lﬁ Efng‘iamd I h&mve\ f
by* the title of castor oil. i
" Fromhence we pmceeded the fallmwmg mmmw
ing, onelephants, throngh: an avenue of lime:
trees a mile in length, to the fort of Al Ghur,:
which was taken by assault in 1804 by Genaml
Eake. : Tt is situated on an extensive plain, has
been put into thorough repair by the: Britigh,
Government, and was, at the time I am speak-
ing of, garrisoned by British troeps. .,
‘About ten miles from Coel, on an artlﬁmal
eminence, «stands the picturesque village of
Purwak. . The soil in general appears sandy,
and except near villages, completely unculti-
vated. The next place we passed was Cizam-
poory or, in plain English, Thieves Vxllage we
were however fortunate enough ito go unmo-
lested, and shortly after came to a fortified
place called ‘Meah-poor. Kow;zm& ‘where: we
arrived to breakfast, is a large well-built towny
ﬂ(wf ‘red brlck dwellings, embosomed in trees;
 the'soil richer than any we had seen before. It
was a beautiful sight to observe in one field the
young' barley springing up, and in the nex, \
either grain in sheaves, or ripe;for cutting, Thus
they contrive to have the harvest come in sue- j
cession, 80, thut neither time nor ground. aha.ll /
be lost. e gl
The fort of Kourjah is ccrmpletely dzsmantled
and the appearance of the inhabitants we. saw

#
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exttemely wretched. T rode through the prin-
. cipal street on an elephant, accompanied by one
of the commissioners ; and we were followed by
hundreds of children, sent by their parents to
’Bég‘,‘ coda ka wasti, ** for the love of God,” a few
pice® to buy ottat. 'The remains of some fine
orchards are observable, but the ravages of war
«till ‘more 80. On leaving Kourjak we crossed!
a down, bounded only by the horizon, leaving
on the left hand a large village well wooded,
and at a short distance from it two mud forts.

The level country continued ; but soon we found |
ourselves encompassed by a grass jungle fivé- |

and-twenty feet high; the stems of it were like
small reeds, that rebounded as we passed by

Q.

with considerable force. The immense height of

this grass (although the chief of our party were |

{
{

mounted on elephants) prevented our distin-
guishing any thing beyond the road we travelled.
This led us into another thick jungle of brush- -
- wood, which continued many miles.. Wells,
* containing in general excellent water, are found
by the road-side, for the accommodation of tra-

vellers, every five or six miles throughout these |

‘provinces, in place of running streams, which
are very rave. The natives have frequently two

“or more wells in a field, from which, by means

i * Pice is the smallest copper coin, answering to the Ftench
liard, but of even smaller value. S i
_ 4 Otta-meal of the coarsest kind.

!

£

i
{

I
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of a bamboo lever, they draw water very expe:)
ditiously ; and swinging round the buckets at-
tached to each pole, throw it over the land

were pitched on a plain of fine soft grass, beau-
tifully embellished by trees forming with their

united foliage an extensive shade. In the even- :

ing I rode on horseback with some of the gen-
tlemen, while others took their guns, and were
well repaid for their walk by meeting with ex-
cellent sport. They brought home several brace
of partridge, some pheasants, a peacock, and
two or three hares. In the course of the night
our people saw two leopards. . ﬁ
. Ourjourney the following morning lay through
a thick jungle of briars; the road was tolerably
beaten, but intolerably dusty. The -air conti-
nued extremely bleak. At the entrance of a
wood we came to a good looking village, which,
the guide told us, was inhabited by banditti;
this was not very agreeable intelligence, con-
sidering that our encampment could not be many
miles: distant. On  arriving at the tents, we
found the head man of this village waiting to
present the commissioners with Persian and
other fruits; amongst which was a quantity of
grapes, so large and highly flavoured, that I
wished it were in my power to transport some.
el i

i

with great facility. We felt the cold at this

/

place (Secundrabad) very severe. Our tents =

Q[
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of them to my friends in England. The pears .

and .apples were equally fine, and the oranges
much sweeter than in England, but they wanted
that grateful flayour; which may, I think, be

attributed to their being left on the tree here

until they are ripe enough to fall off, whereas
those imported  into Englamd from Lisbon are
gathered when only kaif ripe, and always retam
some little acidity.
. Ournext march wastoa place called Sat)rw:sw
paw,wﬁfteen miles farther. - The weather conti-
nuing very cold, I mounted my horse, and, ac-
companied by some of the gentlemen, rode about
ten miles, when we unexpectedly encovntered a
deep stream, which we were obliged to eross in
boats. Whether my horse was alarmed, or from
what cause T know not, but he would not allow:

me to mount him again ; so, after many fruitless

attempts, I gave it up, and his groom led himy
the rest of the way. The practice in this coun-
try of a groom Tunning with each horse is fre-
quently found a convenience, and it certainly

proved so0, in this instance, to me.  There was
fwtuna%ely an elephant, with a hotedah * on its

h

i * A Iwwdaﬁ is hke the body of a gig, ﬁxed on the back of the
elephant by ropes and an iron chain ; undex itisa thick pad to
prevent its chafing his back. This pad is enmely covered with

housings of broad cloth, generally scarlet, with a deep fringe

all roamd ‘reaching half way down his/legs. Onone side;, un~

an



147
back, at no great distance behind, who proved
more tractable, and on him 1 prosecuted my
journey. A few miles farther brought us to a
serai, or receptacle for travellers, of which T ;
have before spoken. ' Near this serai stands/
the tomb of some Mussulman of rank: it is
composed of three large domes, cased with
marble; and at each corner of the platform are
~four minarets of the same material. We en-
camped on this day near thé field of battle on
the memorable 11th of September, 1803, when
the British forces under Lord Lake conquered
the Mahratta army, (full treble their number;)
and made them fly in all directions. The pre-
sence of mind and bravery of this distinguished
genetal was never more conspicuous than on this
occasion : the conquest of Delhi, and possession
of the royal family, were the immediate conse-
quences. ' This place is about five miles from
Delli, and is called Putpore Gunge. Tt is di-
vided from Delhi by the river Jumna, which
having crossed in boats that awaited our arrival,

we met a messenger from the resident, to con~

ductus to his house, and soon after, himself and
suite came out te meet us. Accordingly, re-

der the housing, is hung the ladder, by which you ascend and

descend ; for which purpose the elephant sinks on all fours,

His 1 rxsmg agam is rather alarming, as he does so by a sudden

Jerk ‘the fore feet first, the hinder ones rather more lexsgrely

They sometimes roar most terribly when they kneel down
L2

[
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stream,) we followed our conductors, and were
soon after seated at an elegant breakfast, at the
resident’s palace, where a numerous party were
-expecting our arrival. Amongst these was the

Begum Sumroo, widow to the general of that

name before spoken of *. Since his death, which

mounting our elephants, (who had forded the

happened many years ago, she married Monsieur

- L'Oiseaunx, a French officer in the Mahratta ser-
vice, under General Perron. Being at that time

in possession of a large territory that had been

purchased with the riches amassed by Sumroo,
and having regular organized troops in her ser-
vice, she gave him the appointment of com-

mander-in-chief. But either owing to the na-

tural fickleness of her disposition, or that she
found him difficult to manage, she soon took an
inveterate dislike, and formed a project to get
rid of him. Having won over the troops to her
views, she caused a pretended revolt among
them ; when, agreeable to the arrangement she
had made, they seized and carried her to a place
of confinement. Her emissaries immediately con-
veyed the tidings of it to L’Oiseaux ; (who was
enjoying himself at one of his hunting seats;)

® On quitting Meer Kossim, at Patna, General Sumroo en~
tered the Mahratta service, and was stationed at Agra, where
he first saw the Begum, then a young and beautiful girl, whom

he contrived to steal from her friends, married her, and edu~

ca&gdrﬂher in ‘t"he Rpmish faith,
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and thls account was quickly followed up by
another, purporting that the Begum had de-
stroyed herself by swallowing a large diamond
ring that she usually wore on her finger. She
foresaw the effect this intelligence Would produce
on the timid mind of the Frenchman, who i imme-
diately became so alarmed, that with a pistol
he put an end to hisexistence. No sooner wasthe
Begum informed of the event, than she quitted
her prison, resumed the reins of government, and
every thing again wore the face of peace. 'This
woman has an uncommon share of natural abi-
lities, with a strength of mind rarely met with,
particularly in a female. The natives say that
she was born a politician, has allies every where,
and fiiends no where. Her own dominions and
principal residence is at Sirdanah, about twenty
miles from Meerat, and a day’s journey from
Delhi. She adheres to the Mussulman mode of
living, as far as respects food, but no farther.
She has not the slightest fancy fot the seclusion
they impose; on the contrary, frequently enter-
taining large parties in a sumptuous manner, both
at her palace in Delki and at Sirdansh. During
Lord Lake’s sojourn at Delhi, he was her frequent
guest. = They used frequently to sit down be-
tween twenty and thirty persons to dinner; and
when the ladies of the party retired, she would
~remain smoking her hookah, for she made-it a
point never to leave her * pipe half smoked.”
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This Princess has been frequently known to com-
mand her army in person on the field of battle;
and on one occasion, during the reign of the Em-
peror Shaw Allum, she is said to have saved the
Mogul Empire by rallying anid encouraging her
troops, when those of the Emperor were flying
before the enemy. In consequence of which,
Shaw Alluwm immediately created her a Princess,
~ or Begum, in her own right, to take rank next
: after the royal family. He also conferred on her
i the title of Zaboolnissa, which signifies ‘¢ ornament
| of her sex.” Her features are still handsome, al-
‘though she is now advanced in years. Sheisa
small woman, delicately formed, with beautiful
hazel eyes; a nose somewhat inclined to the
aquiline, a complexion very little darker than an
Italian, with the finest turned hand and arm I ever
behield. Zophany, the painter, when he saw her,
proxmunced it a perfect model. She is univer-
sally attentive and polite. A graceful dignity
accompanies her most trivial actions; she can be
‘even fascinating, when she has any point to carry.
8he cendescendingly offered to introduce me to
the royal family, which without hesitation T ac-
cepted; as my curiosity had been much excited,
and; being a lady, I knew that I should be ad-
‘mitted into the private apartments. The follow-
ing morning she gave a splendid breakfast to our
parly, and I afterwards accompanied her to the.
royal residence. 'We were received at the palace
/)
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gates by several of the Household, who escorfed

us actoss three or four courts paved with fldt
stoe, until we came to one of white marble. Here
‘we quitted our palankeens, and, with some of the
Begum's suite, approached the hall of audience,
In the centre of this apartment stood the musmud,
“or throne : it was a square block of crystal, of
immense value. Before this the Begum made
a profound salaam, and motioned to me to do
the same ; indeed I had determined to follow her
example on all points of etiquette during the
visit. ‘We then ascended a few marble steps
that led into one of the passages to the zenanah,
where we were informed His Majesty expected
us. . Before this door, which was about twelve
feet high, hung a curtain of scarlet broad eloth
The Begum now led the way, through crowds
of eunuchs, into a square enclosure paved with
white marble, enclosed by colonnades of the
same, under which were doors leading to the

different apartments. Here we were met by the

Queen Dowager, mother to the reigning Em-
peror, an ugly, shrivelled old woman, whom the
Begum embraced ; which ceremony over, the
- attendants left us in her care. We followed this
good lady across another court, similar to the
one we had just quitted, except that it was co-
vered by a carpet, at the edge of which the Be-
gum left her shoes. I was preparing to do the
same, when 1 heard some one say, in Persian,



-« It is not expected of the English lady;” or,
which is a more literal translation, *‘ The Eng-
lish lady is excused.” On looking up I per~
ceived the Emperor of Delhi, seated at the op-
posite side of this court under a colonnade, sur-
rounded by his family, to the number, as I af-
terwards learned, of twe hundred: all, 'except
the Queen, were standing.

~/The throne on which the Emperor sat was
raised about two feet from the ground : the as-
cent to it was by two small steps. = The whole
was covered with a Persian carpet, spreading a
considerable distance on either side. The
cushion on which he sat (cross-legged) was co-
vered with crimson kinkob, brocaded with gold,
a large tassel suspended from either corner.
Three large round bolsters, covered with the
same kind of silk, supported his back and arms.
On a small square cushion before him stood a
silver casket, about the size of a large tea-chest,
which contained otta of roses and betel nut. His
dress was purple and gold kinkob, confined at
the waist by a long white shawl.  His turban
was also of shawl, across the front of which he
wore a broad band studded with precious stones. -
On the King’s right hand, below the steps of the
musnud, (throne,) sat the Queen. She was dis-
tinguished by a tassel of pearls, fastened on the
top of her head, and falling over the left temple.
Her hair, as is customary with women in India,
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was parted over the forchead, smoothed back
with rose oil, braided behind, and hanging down
her back. A gold ring, of eight inches in circum-
ference, with a large ruby between two pearls
on it, hung from her nostrils, which were pierced
for that purpose. This ring denoted that she
- was the head of the family, a custom that ap-
plies to the meanest of her subjects in a simi-
lar situation. Round her neck were two rows
of very large pearls, and a number of other
necklaces, some set with precious stones, others
of pure gold, with which her arms, wrists, and
ancles, were also decorated. These gold rings
are so pure as to be quite malleable: they are
made from the coin called gold mohar, merely
melted down without any adulteration, and are
generally put on the wrists of infants soon after
they are born, being occasionally re-melted,
added to, and the size increased, as the child
grows larger, unless meantime the parents should
require’ their value to purchase food; in which
case they substitute silver : all slaves wear iron
ones*.  Her Majesty’s fingers and toes were

« ® Their distrust of each other, and perbaps being frequently
surprised and plundered by hostile powers, first led to the idea
of carrying all their valuables about them yet is the practice of
loading their children with such articles not’ unfrequently pro-
ductive of much misery, for, lured by the prospect of gain,
these unhappy infants become the prey of some unpringipled

L,
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covered with rings of ruby, emerald, and sap-
phire, and an onyx by way. of talisman: cor-
nelian and lapis lazuli are exclusively wormn by
the men. Her dress was of scarlet shawl, with

‘g-deep border of gold all round, in shape not

unlike a pelisse, with an ehormous long waist.
Her ornee, or veil, covering half the head, and

falling in graceful folds below her feet, was of

clear white muslin, with a gold border. She,
like the Emperor, sat with her legs bent under

her, and, like him, chewed betel nut all the

time she was speaking. This lady is a Pitaan *,
and of a remarkably dark complexion, almost
black, which contrasted with the whiteness: 'uf
the pearls produced an extraordinary effect.

- The Emperor, who is of Mogul extraction, of
ﬂme house of Timoor, and a lineal descendant of

the great Tamerlane, is remarkably fair for an

il e

" lbeing, who having stripped them, throw their bodies down a

well; and they are no more heard of.  Such occurrences are,

I regret to say, too common in this country.

" * The Pitaans are a race of people who inhabit the tract o

‘country 40 the north-west of Hindostan. The Afghans, whi )

inhabit a country north-west of Delhi, are also called Pitaansi

.and, as tradition states; are descended from Saul, King o
Jsrael.  They were at one time in possession of Kabul, but it
‘was wrested from them by Timoor Shaw, and made 2 royal

xesidence for the Great Moguls.  He removed his throne from |
Candahar to Cabul, and the seat of government was afterwards’
transferred to Delhi. ; ey : y/
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Indian. His eyes are large, dark hazel; a well-
shaped nose, fresh colour in his cheeks; and he
might certainly pass for a handsome man, if he
were not disguised by a black bushy beard. His
age appeured to be about fifty ; the Empress
not half that age. I afterwards heard that she
had been in the suite of the former Queen and
was not of royal parentage. i !

' The Dowager Begum, mother ta the ng,
took her station rather in front of the throne, on
his Ieftwha.nd sxde he Immedlately ordered her
a seat.

When a Mussulman Emperor dlea, all hms
wives and concubines, except the mother of the
reigning monarch, are confined in a separate pa-
lace, maintained , and guarded at his expense, as
lonig as they live ; nor do they consider such con-
finement any hardship, being accustomed from
their infanicy to attach the idea of respectabilit;
o that of seclusion. Itis perhwps the only state
in Which these women could be happy.. The
dress of thé Queen mother was ruby-coloured
satin, with a gold and silver border. Her ornee
was of green shawl, bordered with gold. On
her neck, ears, and wrists, slie wore a profusion
of pearls, besides a superb armlet composed of
idrﬂerenb preﬁmus stones *.  Her ﬁngerﬁ, whlch

e Every Indian wears a talisman on the left arm, in addition
to their other ornaments. ; TEh ik

Q1.
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were seen _;\ust emerging from the sleeves of her
dress, were covered with jewels. The sons, and
near relatives of the family, stood behind the
Dowager Begum, forming a half circle : his own
and his sons’ wives were on the opposite side,
while the Emperor, being seated in the centre,
the party formed a complete crescent. I was
i; particularly struck with the wife of one of the
} princes, named Jehanghier: she was a tall thin
young woman, of light complexion, (a Mo-
gulanee princess,) of rather pensive appear-
~ ance, dressed entirely in white muslin, without
an ornament of any kind.  Her husband, it ap-
peared, was a wild extravagant youth, in dis-
~ grace with the Emperor his father, and under
temporary banishment from court, but petted
and supplied with money by the Empress, (his
mother,) whom His Majesty frequently ad-
dressed, in -y hearing, by the tltle of £ Mother

of Jehanghier.”
| When we were admitted into the Royal Pre-
{ - sence, the Begum Sumroo made three salaams,
and I followed her example. This is called the
tusleem, and only performed to crowned heads.
b In compliance with eastern custom, I then ad-
vanced towards the throne, and presented, on
a clean white napkin, the usual offering of four
gold mohurs, (eight pounds sterling,) which the
Emperor accepted, and with a condescending
smlle handed over to the Empress. 1 then,
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agreeable to the lesson I had been taught, re-
trea.ted backwards to the edge of the. carpet,

ag,am makmg the tusleem. The same ceremony,
with two gold mohurs, was repeated to Her
Madesty ; which she havmg graciously accepted,

the same sum was presented to the Dowagers
so that I paid rather dear. for my curiosity.

IIa.vmg gone through the pantomime of again
retreatmg backwards, (it not being the etiquette
to turn our backs on royalty,) I regained my
post, by sidling into the circle next to the Be-
gum Sumroo. The Emperor immediately or~
dered a seat to be placed for me at the foot of
the throne, which politeness, rather than inclis
nation, induced me to accept; for I foresaw
that a conversation with him would be the con-
sequence; and so it proved. The first question
he asked me was, “ What relation are you,
Lady, to the Royal Family of England ?” I he-
sitated to reply. Thinking that I had not under-
stood him, he asked the Begum if I did not un-
derstand Persian. She replied, she believed I
did, a little. He then repeated his former
question to her. She said, she did not know.
I still remained silent, affecting not to under-
stand hlm, although wondering what could in-
duce hlm to ask the question. Not wishing to
lessen my own consequence, and still more
averse to telling an untruth, (for I saw that he
had an idea of my being so related,) i tumed to

QL
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the Begum, and addressed some observation to
her in the Hindostanee language, which seemed
to ¢onvince him that T could speak no other ; and
b as that is not the language of the court, His Ma-
| jesty’s conference with me was but of short da-
ration. As a particular mark of favour, he then
took a betel nut from his casket, and cutting it
into two pieces, sent half of it to me by his young;
est son, Murza Selim, aboy of about twelve years
of age. I did not at all relish the idea of putting
it into my mouth ; but it would have been an af-
front if I had not ; so I contrived, unperceived, to
L get it out again as quick as possible. His Aookah
| was then brought, from which he took two or
} three whiffs, and sent it away. The Queew’s was
? also placed before her; but as it is not etiquette
to smoke in His Majesty’s presence, unless he
i signifies his approbation, (which he omitted to
| do on the present occasion,) hers was also after A
; a few minutes, removed. '

!‘ . On our preparing to take leave, the Queen
|

)

f

took from a small tray (in the hands of one of
her attendants) a pair of green shawls, which
she gracefully placed upon my shoulders, say-
ing, ¢“Jeta ro!” which means, “ Live for ever!”
: : I then tusleemed: to the King, who returned it

| by a slight inclination of the head; and, re-
treating backwards, we were soon out of the
Pre,sence 1 took this opportunity to inquire of
the’ Begum Sumroo what His Majesty meant
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- by asking me if I was related to the Royal Fa-
mily of England? and what reason he had for
supposing me related to them ? From her reply,
I discovered that this mistake had arisen from
my baving on a gold bandeau under my white
lace veil, which owing to its weight had slipped
over the left temple. This circumstance, added
to the rich appearance of the bandeau, (it being.
of the Etruscan pattern of dead and shinigg gold,
tastefully intermixed,) impressed His Majesty
with the idea that I must be a branch of thatil-
lustrious family ; 'a bandeaa on the head being
with them the insignia of royalty *. e
At the palace gates the Begum and I sepa»-f
rated, to dress for dinner; to which we after~
wards sat down, at the res‘idént’s‘ table, ‘in nums
ber upwards of fifty persons. = Contrary to the
practice of women in this country, the Begum
Sumroo always wears a turban, generally dam-
~son colour, which becomes her very much, and
1s put on with great taste. I had almost gfqr;:,,
gotten to mention a ‘ceremony that struck me as |

b being extremely ludicrous, which is, that of a | |

man, with a long white beard, marching into
the room while the party were at breakfast, and,
without any preface, begmnmg to read as fast
and loud as he was able, all the news of theday,

from a paper in manuscript called the Acbar; |

. * Of this circumstance I was at that time ignorant.

L5 3
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in which was related every, the most minute cir-
cumstance respecting the Royal Family, some-
what resembling a bulletin, which I understood
was the practice at this hour in the house of
every great personage. The Emperor is, in like
manner, entertained with anecdotes of the resi-
dent’s family, the: city news, &c. 1 could
scarcely avoid smiling at the profound attention
paid by the Begum to this man’s nonsense.
These readers are much respected by the na-
tives, who sit for hours while they relate Persian
tales, the ladies of the family listening at the
sume time behind a purdah *. Both menand wo- |
men are the greatest gossips in the world ; but |
so averse are they to exertion, that they prefer
paying a person for talking or reading to them,
to doing either themselves. 4

§
=
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#* A purdah is a curtain, generally quilted, which hangs be-
fore a door, to denote that it is a private apartment; and so
sacred ‘a barrier is it considered, that no person, except the
principals of a family, presume to approach it. ;
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A ParTY was proposed for the next day to view
the curiosities with which this neighbourhood
abounds. T accordingly accompanied General
O-— on an elephant, the rest of the party fols
lowing, some on elephants, some on horseback.
We first proceeded to the Kootwh Minar, a kind
of obelisk 'so named, about twelve miles fiom
Delki. The resident being of the party, we had;
in addition to our own attendants, his body-
guard, forming altogether a grand cavalcade.
General O— and myself attracted particular at-
tention, from being mounted upon one of the royal
elephants that the Emperor had been so polite
as to order for my use during our sojourn in his
capital. The animal was of course richly capa-
risoned, and with a silver howdah on his back
looked very superb; but another still more po~
tent reason was, the handfuls of silver which
the General threw among the populace as we
passed. They soon recognized him as their
former Governor, and gave the strongest proof
‘of his popularity by the shouts with which: they
followed us much beyond the city gates. The
first object that attracted my attention after
W e ; M ‘ ot

Q.
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passing through the adjmere ‘ga’ce,qw was the

‘remains of a college founded by Meer Dahn

Alli Khan, in the reign of Shaw Jehan, which
must have been magnificent. : A little farther,
on the left hand side, stood the Royal Obsery-
atory amid piles. of xuinous palaces, too. nu-
merous: to describe, but affording the most
striking proofsof the opulence of their former
possessors., | In. little :more than an hour we
réached the superb mausoleum of Sufter Jung,
grandfather of the late Sadut Alli, Grand Vizier,
and Nawaab of Lucknow. Thisbuilding, which
in magnificence and elegance of structure ex-
ceeds any I have seen except the Tudge at Agra,
stands oh an elevated terrace of marble, erected
upon another of stone, in the centre of a large
garden, surrounded by four high brick walls,
‘and is in the most perfect state of preserva-
tion:  The garden is filled with odoriferous
shrubs of every description.  The entrance to it

- lies through an immense arched gateway, beau-

M‘ully proportioned, forming a hollow square
open to the dome, round whose tastefully carved
fret-work roof, were several small apartments
yailed in towardsithe squave. ' The approach to

‘these iwamby a bandsome stone staircase. -After

‘passing through two or three of these small
¥0oms, ‘We came to a spacious apartment which
‘extended the whole length of the’ building 3 on
th¢ sides and ceilings of which were flowers de-
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licately paitited, and of brilliant icolotrs, ot &
silver: ground. . The building 'itself is of stone."’
From hence we proceeded to the Kootub Mi-
nar, and were not sorry to find tables spread in
a fine large tent, with an elegant cold collation.
After doing justice to'this repast, we sallied
forth ‘on foot to examine this greatest of all ‘e
riosities. = It/is considered to have been erected
apwards of two hundred years, but whether of
Mussulman or Hindoo workmanship does not
appear so clear, although generally supposed 1o
bethe latter. It is in form an obelisk, two hum=
dred and thirty feet in height, with & basé in
proportion, lessening very considerably towards
the'top. 'The building is divided into four equal
parts, with a railing of stone round the outside
ofeach.  Its walls are composed of red granite
and' white marble, in alternate triangular énd
semi-circular pieces. A circular staircase leads
tol the summit-—a flat roof, surrounded by a pds
rapet.  Having ascended half its height, 1 was
glad to rétrace my steps, being completely fa«
© tigued but some of the gentlemen who reachied
the top, were amply conipensated for their trou-
ble by the beautiful and extensive prospect that
presented itself. ~ Although the day was remark-
ably mild, and near the surface of the earth
searcely @ breath of air was stirring, vet on the
top of the Kootub Minar the wind was so high
that the gentlemen with difficulty kept their feet.
M2
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Our march from hence, to the tomb of Kootub ud

.en, was frequently intercepted by fragments of
ruins. The remains of this holyman are enclosed
within a court about fourteen feet square, paved
and surrounded with white marble: the enclosure:
i oftnet-work,. ten feet high. The marble slab

6L

over ithe body, when the weather permits, is

~ coyered with scarlet cloth, measuring ten feet

square, fringed with gold, and richly embroider

ed. This place is guarded day and night. Two
modlahs receive an annual stipend for reading a
certain number of daily prayers over the cenos
taiph. This extraordinary man exacted a promise
when dying, and made it binding to all his pos«
terity,  under forfeiture of ‘a considerable sumiof
mioney, that no woman:should be allowed to ap-
proach his remains ; which ‘being politely signi-
fied to us, we contented ourselves with looking
through the skreen, for as [ was the only ladyof
the party, the gentlemen did not choose to make

* amy distinction. #Ahis worthy Mussulman, we

conecluded, must have been crossed inlove. The
priests, (who were no small gainers by the visit,)
now produced some white muslin ‘turbans, one
of:iwhich they bound round each of our heads.
Thus adorned, we marched through sundry pas-
dages and ‘marble courts, until we came to the
tdmbs of Bahadar: Shaw: and Shaw ' Athum,: late
Emperors-of Delhiv | The latter was father, the
forimer e grandfather, 'to ‘the present. monareh.

L)
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Their tombs are within one enclosure, in the

centre of a square space,  similar: to, that of
Kootub ud Deen, only larger, defended also like

his ' by marble net-work. These tombs were
covered by one large canopy of scarlet and gold
kinkob, fringed with gold. . This was supported

by six long silver poles, most richly embossed.

The grave of Shaw Allum, last deceased, was

covered with a pall of the same materials as the

canopy: two fans, of peacocks’ feathers, with

silver handles, lay at his feet; while two priests

read alternately passages from the Koran, which

we were told is customary for twelve months

after the decease of any potentate, a certain
number of moolahs being. paid by the family for
this purpose. A kind of mass is performed jand

during these twelve months the lampsxound the

tomb are not suffered to expire. We then passed
under a gateway of considerable depthy. the
ceiling of which (a square of twenty feet) was
sandal wood, beautifully and curiously carved.
This led to a bridge of rude stone by the side of
a cascade, twenty-five feet in height by five-
and-forty broad, rushing from an artificial rock,
and over rugged paths, until.the stream mean-

dered slowly through an enchanting  valley.

This spot:seemed formed for meditation ; andI
truly regretted the short time I could devote to

Q.

its beauties. Our guides now conducted uste

e wanderfm brazen pillar.” - This: pxllaw asof
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solid ‘brass; twenty feet high, and four feet in
sireumference. Tradition reportsit to have been
placed there by a Rajah ' ‘named Patowly, ‘the
founder of Delhi; to which he was induced by
his superstitious reliance on ‘a Brahmin, who
told him, when he was about to lay the founda-
tion of that ecity, that provided he placed his -

~seat of gmfemmtmt on the head of the serpent.

that supports the world, his throne and kingdom
would last for ever. This pxllar was accordmgly
wtruck, to ascertain the precise spot, uuder the
stiperintendance of the Brahmin, who announced
o the Rajah that he had been fortunate enough
4o find it. 'One of the courtiers, jealous of the

‘inereasing influence of this Brahmin, pretended

to have ‘dreamed that the place on which the
“pillar ‘stood ‘was not the head of the serpent,
Swhich Fe alone, in consequence of his nightly
vision, had the power to point out.  The ] Rajuh
m!madmtelvy gave directions for the pillay to be

taken  up. ' The Brahmin appeared equally -

anxious that it should be; ¢ for,” said he, ¢ if
Fam right, you will find it stained with brains
-and 'blood ; but if it prove otherwise, sacrifice
ey and pin yourofaith upon the courtier.” The

experiment ended, as might be supposed, to

‘tHevconfusion of the courtier and eternal honour
of the Brahmin, who literally contrived that it
-sheuld appear as he had predicted, covered with
Wm«amd ‘blood. ' The Rajah in consequence

SL.
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loaded him with riches; aad the wplﬁ ever

after looked up. to him as.asuperior. being:
Such is: the power of priestcraft! -
-+ We now remounted -our elephmtwmﬂwmf ‘

coiinl

turned, ; by a circuitous route, towards JLelki;
in order. to view the mausoleum of Humayoon,
eldest son of Zimoor  Shaw, and; Governor.of
Candahar ; also father of the renowned Acban,
This building is enclosed by a wall of immense
height and thickness, forming a square of con-
siderable extent. Two ponderous gates, studded
and barred with,iron, command the entrance.
On an extensive terrace of white marble, raised
on many steps, stands this superb aepul;:hm,
‘the eomponent parts of which are granite and
marble;, tastefully disposed, and delicately in-
laid with silver.. The first terrace is of stone,
to which you ascend by seven steps; frot thence
‘to the marble one are about fourteen. mmﬁUn»
der this texrrace are thirtytwo eells. for me ndi
cant fakeers, and round it: is & net-workirailing
‘of granite. - It hasone large dome of white mar-
~ble, and four smaller ones, supported on pillars
- of granite, whichare covered with a roof of grey
‘marble; The ornament on the top of the prineipal
‘dome is plated with gold. The sarcophagus s of
the purest white marble, with verses from the Ko-
ran inscribed on it in Persian characters. ., This
‘stands. in. the centre of a spacious mrmxgm
b to.the dome, lmesdr thromhqutzwth white
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marble, and paved with the same material.
Four large windows in the dome diffuse a so-
lemn gleam of light, calculated to impress the
mind with ideas equally awful and magnificent.
This room measures seventy feet square. At

Q.

tached to each corner of the building is a circu-

lar ‘one, with a winding staircase; leading to
- émall apartments which are open to the dome;,
except by a low railing.  The fakeer in waiting
directed our attention to a large round plate of
silver in the centre of the dome, from which, he
said, had been suspended a chandelier: of the
sameé ‘precious metal, but which was stolen by
the  Jauts when th v overrun this province.
There was notwithslanding still so much left to
admire, that we should probably have devoted
movre time to it, had we not been engaged to
dine with the Begum Sumroo.

o Humayoon being the eldest son of szoor Shdw, ‘

.mgm according to English ideas, to have suct

ceeded him on the throne; but primogeniture
wagnot considered at that period in Hindostan
—=the reigning prince usually named his suc-

cessor. ' The sons of Timoor Shaw were not all
by one'mother : his favourite wife, an intriguing

‘clever woman, and the mother of Shaw Zemaan,
caused him to be seated on the throne. He

formed an ‘alliance with Zippoo Sultaan to attack

the British possessions in India. Humayoon ve-

belled agauist this brother, who' acmrdmg'liy*‘
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caused bim to be seized, and his eyes put out, -
The rest of his days he passed in confinement
and, when dead, was buried here by his son
Achar, at whose expense thxs splendxd monu-:
m@nt was raised. s
At the Begum Swmroo’s pala(,e we found thirty
persons of rank assembled, and a splendid ban«
quet in the European style. This ended, she arose
and threw over the shoulders of each of the la«
dies 'a wreath of flowers formed of a tuberose
plant, united by narrow gold ribbon. Ne sooner
was she re-seated, than strains of soft music
were heard, and two folding doors of the saloon
flew open as if by enchantment, discovering a
number of young girls in the attitude of danecing
a ballet, or, as it is here termed, a notch. It
appeared tome, however, little more than a dis=
play of attitudes; indeed their feet and ancles
were so shackled by a large gold ring, of more
than an inch in thickness, and bells strung round:
another, that springing off the ground must have
been impracticable; in fact, their dancing con=
sisted in jingling these bells in unison with the
notes of the musical instruments, which were
played by men educated for that purpese. « To
this music they give effect by appropriate mo-
tions of the hands, arms, and person, not forget=
ting: that more expressive vehicle of the sentix
ments, the eyes. Their movements were by no.
means devoid of grace, particularly whenacéoms
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panied by the voice, although the tones were;in
myidea; extremely harsh, and frequently dis
gordant. © Seldom more thaw three girls perform
- atatime, and with the characters they change
the figure. They performed a tale admirably:
for by attending to the different gestures, it was
as easily comprebended as if it bad been recited:
One, more superbly dressed than the others,
came forward alone, to go through the motions
of flying a kite, which she performed to admira:
tion, and with peculiar grace. They pzque thﬁm~
selves, I am told, on this art, ' :
vodifter: breakfast, next morning, we accoms
panied the resident to view the royal baths and
gardens. . The baths are srmlk apaxtmemmmm
site, having cupolas én the top of eachy with
one or'more small sky-lights of painted:glass.
They are paved and lined with white marble;
inlaid with cornelian, lapis lazuli, agate; 8eiin
¢legant Mosaic patterns. The cold baths are
supplied by fountains from the centre, fixed in
amarble bason nearly the size of the room, with
asbench all round the inside of it. . The itepid
‘and hot baths are rendered so by flues supplied
from without. From hence e passed to:the
aviary, a long narrow apartment formed of the -
same materials, in which at this time were only
afew singing birds for show. - There was: a
laxger, owe. wexe. told; in e Zenanah garden;
much fb&%ﬁl’ supplied. » A paved terraceled from
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this place to: she menagerie. rilere we 'saw ) tis
gers, 'lynxes; leopards, hywmnas; and monkeys
of ‘various description and sizes; 'but, 'to my
surprise, no lions.  These beasts were reposing
under colonnades of marble, secured to a staple
by long iron chains. I do not think they liked
our intruding on their retirement, for with 'one
aecord, but by different modes, they loudly
' testified disapprobation. The keeper said they
were frightened at seeing so many white faces.
The royal gardens came next in: rotation, but
were scarcely deserving of the names theyhad
never recovered the depredation made by the
general enemy, the Juuts.  The only ‘things’
sworth notice in them were a few large ‘trees,
planted by the Emperor Aurungzebe himself,
who was fond of gardening, and kept his gai-
‘dens in great order. A number of wide paved
‘walks crossed each other at right angles;, and
dn the centre of them was a bason' containing
‘gold and silver fish; besides which were foun-
‘tains playing upon beds of flowers, laid eut in
‘the Dutch style of tiresome uniformity. Small
‘circular buildings, supported by pﬂlam* ‘and
faced wmh marble, termmated the: fp‘rmﬁ‘ipal
ool b i { i
#0iThe &ﬁwmptmn ﬁf the myal apa%mehts in fhe
fort at Agra, will apswer also for those at I%Jin
Fluted piltars of white marble, with“gzlt cor-
‘nices; pavement of the same, nearly” covered
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with-a Persian carpet; are the leading features
of the latter; with a chandelier suspended from
the centre of each room. . The chandelier in the
bangqueting room at Agre, was, in the time of
the Emperor Acbar, suspended by ingots of
gold. I did not hear of any thing so splendid
at Delhi, where, for want of chairs and tables,
the palace appeared to me scarcely habitable.
There is however in every room a cushion, (or’
place for one,) raised a little from the floor, for
His Majesty ; indeed, when we consider that
no one would presume to sit in his presence; or
even in an apartment usually occupied by him,

" all .other articles of furniture would be super-
fluous. . The Emperor’s general residence is in
the Zenanah: he seldom occupies the outer pa-
lace, but on state occasions. . s
i« In the evening 1 was mtroduced tq the son of \}
‘Abdoulah Khan,  of cherished memory, among |
the learned men of his country as one of the |
most liberal patrons of the fine arts, besides |
being an excellent, just, and good man. He [
was @ native of Cashmere, and chief of a) pmu”
wince.  He died in 4805... . .1 i
W had now only to view.the Jummz ﬂfu.yecd !
or principal place of Mahometan worship in this
«city; for which purpose some of the party set
forward immediately aftex breakfast. This stands
in the middle of the city, The ascentto it is by
@ number of large, bandsome, stone steps, on
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three sides of an immense square area, out of
three principal streets. = To this area you pass,
on either side, through a double gateway, hav-
ing apartments over it erowned by a parapet of
cupolas.  The area is arcaded on three sides-
the fourth is the musjeed, or chapel, at one cor~
ner of which a saint is interred within an enclo~
sure or skreen of marble net-work, covered by a
superb canopy : near this no person is permitted
to approach with shoes on. The large area’is
paved all over with white marble, having a
square’ reservoir of water in the centre. ' This
mugjeed is surmounted by three marble domes;
with gilt ornaments of a spiral form on the!tops
of each, and is supported at either end by'a
handsome minaret of granite three stories high,
each story having a balcony round it with mar-
ble net-work railing, and on ‘the top of each a
dome, open all round, supported upon pillars of
granite. A spiral staircase leads to' the' top.
The ascent to the mugjeed from the area was by
seven steps of granite, to a terrace of marble
twenty feet broad, on which it stood, extendzing
the whole length of the front.

* As it was not a Sabbath-day, or at the usual
hour of prayer, we were permitted to make a
minute inspection. There were neither seats,

Q.

divisions, nor pews, within the building; no-
thing but a plain marble pavement, with a pul- .

pit:similar in shape to those in England, formed
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from:a solid block: of marble; the whele being

enclosed by arches, and the roof also &mhad
with curious carved work in all directions.

1 Some  Mussulmen  were at: their: davmmm
within the saint's enclosure, and we of course
did not disturb them. . I knew a gentleman who

was imprudent enough once fo touch one of his

servants with a walking-stick as he passed along,
while the man was in the act of prayer, which

was no sooner ended, than deliberately taking

his sword, he made a cut at his master that
had nearly proved fatal: it separated has eheek
from the mouth to the ear.

o These people are wanderfully tepacious whare
theix religion is concerned; and it is no joke to
trifle with. them. Several were bawling out at
the mugjeed, as loud as they were able, the ﬁmt
verse of the Koran, whleh runs thus

!

A Ptﬁiﬁﬂ be to Gmi, the Lovd of all creatures !

. .8 The most merciful b |

o ngof the day of judgment !
% Thee do we worship.
fthee do we beg assxstance
% Direct us in the right way : ‘
44 In‘the way ‘of thoss to whom thou hast been graerows” 3
A 16 Not of those against whom thou art incensed, ]
; ‘s‘.‘f Nor of those who go .mt,ray :

;s‘ verse is repeated by all good Mumuhmn
wheén about to undertake any thing of conse-
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quence, particularly by the Siads, or unmedmm
descendants of Mahomet. i i
“In the course of the day 1 reeewed & me&sagve
from the Empress, through the Begum Sumroo,
inviting 'me to accompany her to a grand enter-
tainment, proposed to be given in the palace on
the marriage of one of the royal family., It was
to commence on the following evening; and ‘to
last for three days. - Not doubting my aceept-
ance of it, the Begum said that a Hindostanee
dress was preparing for me to appear in, which
would be: presented by the Empress herself.
Unfortunately, it was not in my power to make
use of it 3 for the commissioners having finished
their business, had made arrangemenits for quit-
ting Delhi that very day. 'On taking leave ‘of
the Begum Samrw, she pmsented ‘me W1th ‘a
handsome shawdis}: 0gg e O
" 'We aécordmgly set f'orward as usua] é,n(i
marched about fifteen miles before ' breakfust.
On leaving the eapital of the Mogul empire, Wwe
re-crossed the river Jumna, and passing ever a
sandy plain, ‘arrived at the pretty neat town of
Shaw Derak. This place is exceedmgly popit-
lous, being the depdt of grain for the'city of
‘Delkiy and also a place of %ecurxty fnr t'he ea.tﬂe
b@l&ng‘i»ng to the royal family. - b
v 1iThe: vﬂlage of Furr uk Nugger, whm'e ‘we
pitehed our tents, is on the banks of the Bind
Nuillah, which, ‘although a deep river, did ot
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appear to fertilize the soil around it, as the next
morning’s march presented only an uncultivated
waste 1 no symptom of fertility was perceptible
until quite the latter part of it, near a small in-
different village named Moraad Gunge, and here
was little more than a few shrubs and stunted
trees. This country has so frequently been the
theatre of war, that it is now nearly laid waste.
At sun-rise the next morning I mounted my
horse, and; in company with two of the gentle-
men, rode the next sixteen miles into Meratt to
breakfast ; soon after which we received the vi-
sits of the Judge, two Rajahs, and several offi-
cers of His Majesty’s 17th regiment who were
there encamped. It was now the 18th of Ja
nuary, ‘the weather most delightful. On the
19th 1 received visits from the ladies, and the
commissioners gave a dinner party... ..

«.On the 21st we had a large party to break-
fast, :and 1 afterwards returned visits; in doing
~ which I had an opportunity of witnessing a most
curious céremony; peculiar, as I was informed,
to these provinces. A young girl appeared
veiled from head to foot, with a cord tied round
her waist; the end of which was held by a man

GL.

apparently much older than herself, who walked

three or four yards before her, to whom we were
informed she was just married. My curiosity
induced me to make farther inquiries, ‘when I
leatned that it was customary in the sect to
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which she belonged, for the father, or nearest
male relative of a bride, to bind a rope round
her waist, tying the end of it round the wrist
of the bridegtoom, when he leads her home as
his property, followed by a 'procession of rela-
tives, friends, and acquaintance, as we then
saw. « This ceremony, it appears, is intended to
be emblematic of their being tied together for
life, and that her family resign all right and title
to her. In the evening some of us went out on
elephants with the dogs, who put up three
hyanas, whom we chased for a considerable
time, ‘but never could get within, gun-shot of
them. Our people brought in a tiger that had
just been killed : his skin was so beautiful that
I had it cured, in order to cover footstools
with it. ] Fik g ;

- On the 24th I rode out coursing thh some uf
the gentlemen of our party, and found so many
hares that we were puzzled which to follow. .
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Ox: the following day the commissioners quitted A

Meratt, and halted a few hours at Sirdanah, a "g

PFrenchman by birth, but resident at her court
for many years. She has a regular cantonment
here for hier troops, and a strong fort containing
some good houses, which are inhabited by the
officers and their families. Her soldiers are
tall, stout men, with light complexions, hooked .

- palace belonging to the Begum Sumroo, where'
she generally resides. We were escorted over
the estate by her colonel commandant, a re-
spectable old gentleman of the name of Peton, a |

e S

]

noses, and strongly marked features, be‘ing{é
principally Rajpoots, who are the best soldiers, i |

but much addicted to chewing opium, generally |

proud; and‘often insolent. ' Their uniform is a

i

" dress of dark blue broad cloth, reaching to the | |

feet, with scarlet turbans and waistbands. Her | |
park of artillery seemed also in excellent order: | ;

most of the large guns stood in a line in front of |
the palace gates. .She paid us the compliment
of ordering a salute to be fired, and a.pologize@T
for not being there to meet us, on account of the-
entertainment at the palace, which had detained
her at Delhi. We saw a number of fine horses
in her stables, and an English coach that had
been lately built for her in Calcutta, which was

g
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to be drawn by four of them, with two pos-
tilions. I had afterwards the pleasure of ae-
companying her in it. The carriage was painted
a bright yellow, with silver mouldings, lined
with violet-colotred satin, embroidered all over
with silver stars. The window frames of solid'
silver ; the lace and hangings silver ribbon, wove'
in' a pattern, and very substantial, with silver
bullion tassels. The wheels were dark ble, to
mateh the lining. The postilions’ wore searlet
Jackets and caps, almost covered with silver
lace. She has several fine gardens full of fruit
trees. The branches of the orange, lemon, and’
citron trees, at that time, fairly bent under then"'
luxurious load. T

" 'The surrounding country is highly cultivated, A

presenting @ most cheerful prospect. This is
part of what is called the' Dooab, in conseéquence’
of its being fertilized by two principal rivers,
viz. the Ganges and Jumna. Doo is Persian for
#wo0, and aab for water*. It is particularly pleas-
ing to the eye, being well wooded and thickly
planted with villages, wearing symptoms of great’
prosperity. In the course of thirteen mlles, we
passed through five of them. - |

‘Prom hence to Katowly nothing oceurred
worth mentioning. Like most other large towns;
it is enclosed by a high brick wall, with four

. Applicaﬁle’ to all the districts west of Allahabad. |
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 ing ground in the morning. In consequence of

QL

entrances, East, West, North, and South, se-
cured by as many ponderous gates, studded and
barred with iron, having a number of armed .
men at each of them, 1
On the 28th we proceeded on our journey,
and  felt the cold uncommonly severe. The. \
morning was fine, clear, and frosty, which pro- /
duced wonderful effects on the breakfast table.
Our road was over a sandy plain, with frequent
inequalities, which, if they had not been heaps
of loose sand, I should have called hills. This
continued for six miles, and distressed our car-
riage cattle exceedingly.  After that, we came
upon an extensive down which commanded a.
good prospect. As 1 before mentioned, partof
the tent equipage, crockery, &c. are sent for-
ward at night to be ready on the next encamp-

the intense cold of the preceding night, two of
the bearers were found dead upon the road.
Nor was this the only fatal accident that hap-
pened: a bullock in one of the waggons was
shot, by the carelessness of a man of the Seapoy
guaréi, and died upon the spot. ;

A short distance from Muzzuffer Nuggur, (the
place of our destination,) we passed a handsome |
town called Owlah, built entirely of brick, which i
is rather unusual, as in general by far the greater ¢
proportion of houses in this country are of cob *. :
Al brick houses in Hindostan have flat ‘roofsgg

Ay
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with a low railing all round, where theé inha-
bitants sit smoking their hookahs of an evening,
listening to a relater of Persian tales, or a reciter
of poetry, such as the Shak Naumeh, &e.
- About midway on our march the following
morning, we were intercepted by a branch of
the river Hindon, which having forded on ele-
phants, we returned to our carriages, and drove
through groves of mango trees the rest of the
way. After breakfast I accompanied some of
the gentlemen on a shooting excursion, when we
giscovered a beautiful shrubbery surrounding
the hut of a Brakmin fukeer, close by the side of a

fine large lake, on which were innumerable wild |

fowl, of whom he was the protector. We found
means, however, with a few rupees, to satisfy
his conscience with respect to their being killed.
This place is fifteen miles from Muzzuffer Nug-
ger, which town is above a mile.in length.
From this place the country was for the most
part level, and cultivated down to the road side.
We remarked several flights of wild pigeons on
our journey, started a tiger cat and a brace of
quail, and saw some romantic views.
I mounted my horse nex¢ morning with the
intention . of riding to Sazharunpore; but three
 miles béyond our encampment, we came to a

* Cob is a mixture of mud, sand, and straw, with a portion
of cow dung. | ; j
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river which we were obliged to ford on ele-
phants, but re-mounted our horses on the other
side, and reached Safiarunpore to breakfast.
Shortly after our arrival, the judge paid us
visit, and invited the party to dine with him.
1 forgot to mention, that the judge and collector
of every district always accompanied the com-
migsioners to the boundary of it. The climate
is considered colder here, than in any part of
India. From the judge’s house (which stood on
‘an eminence within the fort) we could easily
distinguish three distinet ranges of hills, covered
with snow, which never entirely melts. Saka-
rumpore lies low, and in the rainy season is con-
sidered extremely unhealthy, owing to the
number of streams by which it is surrounded,
bringing down 'putrid matter from the hills;
consequently, fevers and agues are at this time
very prevalent. The town is large, and built
chiefly of brick. Near it we were shown a gar-
_ den, the property of Government, well stocked
with fruit and vegetables, but that was all—it
had certainly no beauty to boast, in the year,
1809. This was a frontier station to the Sieke’
country ; and it was now thought advisable to+
assémble an army at a place called Cheelconnah,
(about seven miles from hence,) in order to
check the encroaching spirit of Runjeet Sing,
their leader. Accustomed from their infancy to
carry arms, both the Sieks and Mahrattas are

R
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expert in the use of them, particularly the
matchlock, which ‘they fire at a mark on full
 gallop, and seldom miss their aim, The higher
classes of these men wear their beards long, and
»bushy up to the eyes, and are extremely fanci-
- ful in the colour of them, sometimes tmgmg
them with lilac, pink, light blue, yellow, and |/ i}

even scarlet. I saw one man whose beard was

white, edged with purple. - Mahometans in ge- )
neral only wear mustachios.  The dresses of the
Sieks we saw, were made of silk, wadded with f
cotton, reaching to their feet; the sleeves.en-
tirely obscuring ‘the hands, and edged with a
broad gold or silver lace all round ‘the skirts. \
These dresses are made to fit the shape; the |
skirt to wrap across the front, and fasten by |
strings on one side; their throat being always | ;
exposed *. Over this, they wear a long shawl, |
bound tight round the waist; a turban.on their
heads ; and in cold weather, when they go out
of doors, two square shawls, one plain, the
other sprigged, envelope turban, face, and
‘shoulders, leaving the smallest possible aper-
ture, just that they may see their way : shawl|
socks, and shoes trimmed up at the points, @ithezg
embroidered on scarlet or yellow cloth, or made’

(
§

of :scarm‘t or yellow leather. Mussulmen are

b Seapoys wear three vows of very large white stone beada,
tlght round thexrs, which at a distance has the 2 appearanf-e of' a
stock. |

o
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fond of gay colours, and have not the same ob- ‘ &
jection to wearing any thing made of leather as
._the Hindoos have,. The prmcxpal traffic among |
the natives here seems to be in slaves. Children '
are brought down annually from the hills for
sale. I saw two, apparently about four and five *
years old, that had been purchased by a native
lady for twenty-five rupees——(one pound eleven
shillings and three-pence each.) I was horror-
struck at the idea, and very far from thinking,
at that time, that any circumstances could in-
_duce me to purchase a human being like a horse
or any other ‘animal; therefore let no one say
what he will not do, for we are all, more or
less, the creatures of circumstance.
- Some of our party made a digression from
Saharunpore towards Fizabad, in order to exa-
mine the source of the Jumma. They expe-
: rienced much difficulty on account of the rough-
A ness of the road, over which the cattle could not
travel; so they were obliged to dismount, and
pursue their researches on foot. At length they
discovered what they sought; it was a pure
stream, flowing rapidly through a narrow pass
over a bed of large stones.

. From this place, wh:ch our party qultted on
thae 3rd of January, we proceeded to Munglore,
. a fortified palace belonging to Ramdial Si
f Rajabh of Hurdoar. In so doing, we passed a

large well-built town named Jubrarah, the re-
o
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sndeme of his eldest son, who came out to res
_ceive us at his castle gate. A more ruffian-like
~ figure I never beheld : he measured, I was told,
seven feet in height; and I can answer for it,
that he was stout even beyond proportion.  We
~did not quit our carriages upon this occasion;
but he paid us the compliment of mounting his
horse, and with his numerous retinue attending,
or rather escorting us to his father’s palace.
Here we found the gates thrown open, and the
old Raja.h _waiting to receive us with a silver
Salver in his hand, about the size of a common
plate, piled up with gold mohars, which he first
presented to the commissioners, and on their
declining it to me, when, agreeable to etiquétte,
I made my salaam and declined it also. The
‘same ceremony having been gone through to
one or two others, he affected to appear much
chagrined, and gave it to one of his servants,
who carried it away. We now followed him,

.v““" ;;;;

"""’“ﬂ-—-v‘-e-.wwf»«-m““;

into. his castle. He was a fac simile of Blwe 3

Beard, scimitar and all, that one reads of having |

murdered so many wives. Equally gigantic as
his son, he possessed a stentorian voice that
made one tremble. I verily thought that we
had entered the country of the Brobdignags.

The Rajah’s dress was no less singular than the .

rest of his appearance; and, to crown all, he

had on a pair of bright yellow jack-boots. i '

W

Munglore is a place of some consequetice in
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},,, PAdLan f the manufactuung hne ‘besxdes bemg on the
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“bt‘lck wlfnch the Ra}ah causes to be ref'reshﬁd
once a year, to make them look like new. The
inhabitants weave cloth, print chintz, &c. They
all forsook their houses on our approach, and
followed us with loud shouting. I was told it
was occasioned by seeing me, the only English
lady they had ever seen; and my being on
horseback astonished them still more. Their
women, when travelling, have thick curtains
drawn round the carriage, so as to elude the
most nglant inspection.

 Munglore is surrounded by fine large | tlmber
mééé?‘“m “the enclostres to the fields are all of
prmkly,,pear, a plant frequently met with’ in hot-
“houses in England, and which forms an impe-
netrable fence. The inhabitants are all Hindoos.

'They estéeem the peacock a sacred bird: we

observed numbers of them walking quite tame
about the streets.

. While taking the air on an elephant in the
mrenmg, I fell in with a caravan of merchants
from Cabul, who at first stared at me as if they

_ had seen an ourang-outang; but T desired one

of my attendants to explain to them that we had
a large encampment mnot far off, and if they
wouldl go there, they would be able to dispose
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of a great many things. They made no ob-
~ jection, and accordingly we all proceeded to-

gether.  Their cargo consisted of beautiful Per-
sian cats, birds, dried fruits, sheep with pon-

“derous tails like thosé at the Cape. of m:ﬁwd

*ivhp “and--goats; from W whose wool _the Cash-
" mere shawls are made. These animals. ‘were
considerably larger and higher than those of
Europe; their coats thick, black, and appa-
rently coarse, until examined, when close to
the skin is discovered that fine soft wool, the
manufacture of which is held in such estimation
for shawls. A couple of these goats were pur-
chased in. ur soamp for thirty ruy I

it

SR

theﬂ; giving employment to three men, whose wages a
tlmee pice a day. Ttis caleulated that erg'hty thousand »
; 'dxspased of annually ‘The wool from Tibett and T artary

s tbe best, because the g@at which produces it thrives better ¢ " 7

there twenty-four pounds weight of it sells at Cashmene, if of
the best sort, for twenty rupees ; an inferior and hexsher kind
may be procured for half the money. The wool is spun by
women, and afterwards coloured. When the shawl is made,
it is carried to the custom-~house and stamped, and a duty paid
agreepbla 1o its texture—oné fifth of the value. The persons
“employed sit on a bench at the frame, sometxmes four people
at each frame; but if the shawl is a plain one, only two, A o
fine shawl, with a pattern all over it, takes nearly a year in
making. The borders are worked with wooden needles, hay-
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/7 From hence we continued our journey to
!/ Jualapore, a village immediately ‘at the foot of
the Tibett mountains. Previous to reaching it,
we came 'to a place named Landowra, another
 palace belonging to the Rajah of Hurdwaar, who
had gone forward to receive us.  'We soon de-
‘s seried him towering above his satellites, with an
offering of gold mohars on a napkin; when,
(agreeably to custom on such occasions,) de-
scending from our elephants, we touched the
gold mohars with the tips of three fingers of the
right hand, and made a saleam; upon which,
one of his servants took them away.as before.

It is merely a form in the person offering, to de-
note that he acknowledges himself an inferior.

He then conducted us through a large paved
court, and up several stone steps, into the pa-
lace, where we were surprised to find chairs
placed round a large brazier filled with char-
coal. : As soon as we were seated, several ser-
yants entered with wooden trays of about two

? feet long and a foot and a half broad; on ‘some
o of which were shawls, pieces of kinkob, muslin,
&c.; on others, Persian fruits, fresh and pre-
1' served,—sweet cakes, biscuits, and otta of
‘ roses. About five-and-twenty of these trays
, were placed at our feet; while in the court be~

-

ing a separate needle for each colour, ' Thete is a hcad man
who superintends and describes the pattern,. The rough side
of the shawl is uppermost while manufacturing.



189

fore the palace were paraded several Persian
and Arab horses, richly caparisoned, with silver
~ chains about their necks, and pendant orna-
ments of value. From this superabundance of
good things it was necessary, in order to avoid
 giving offence, to take something. I took a
small square handkerchief, and one or two of
the gentlemen a Persian sword of no great va-
lue. The horses had their walk only to be ad-
mired ;  after which they were quietly replaced
in the stable ; and mounting our elephants, we
“bade this good gentleman adieu. .

Native chiefs are magnificent, and even pro-
fuse in their presents to Europeans. We might
have given all we saw in charge of our servants,
to take away, if we had wished it, and he would
have been highly gratified, as he would have
considered himself entitled to expect from us
double its value in return, and would not have
suffered much time to elapse without asking
some favour. 1 once accepted a Persian cat,
and in a few days after received a request from
the Bibbee Saheb to send her a pair of whlte 3
shawls. .

Travelling over a v11e road to Paharpore, we -
graduallyapproached the mountains,andreached
Juallapore to a late breakfast. This being the
entrance of the Moradabad district, we were met
by its judge and collector with their separate
suite. Juallapore is eighteen miles from Zung-

.‘.
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lore: the last nine miles was through an inhos-
pitable-looking jungle, where tigers are said to
abound. We saw plenty of flovican, the black-
spotted feathered partridge, hog deer, &ec.
Where the laﬁter are found, there are alwa*ys
! tigers, :
'The: following morning some of our party, \
myself among the number, made an excursion |
to the celebrated bathing-place of Hurdoar, |
where we fell in with a party of Sieks of high |
; vank : they consisted of the Rance Mutaab Kour,
| wife of Rajah Rungeet Sing; Rajah Swhib Sing, 3‘
| of Patialah, and his wife; Rajahs Bodge Sing |
and' Burgwaan Sing. These people paid us every i
mark: of respect and politeness : they were at- /
tended by a numerous retinue: e
The town of Hurdoar is on a bank of the
Ganges, about eight miles from Juallapore: it is
built chiefly of stone, and stands at the foot of
an immense range of mountains covered with
luxuriant verdure. The Ganges here divides
into several limpid streams, which, after running
for several miles over a bed of large smooth
stones, unite in one, which measures twelve
hundred yards across. Its source is near Pun-
niallee, on'the south-east side of Hemallah,
The name Hurdoar is composed from Hur,
the name of a Hindoo saint, (who made this his
place of ablution, and eventually his residence 5}

. and doar, whxch in the Shanserit language means
3
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a door; by which the natives understood that

the way or door to this saint’s favour, was by
frequenting the place that he had named and pa-
tronized, As he had a high character for sanc-
tity, and was withal a shrewd, clever man, it
soon became a place of great celebrity, and
continues so to the present time. There is an
apnual fair held here to commemorate the anni~
versary of this man’s birth, at which it is com=
puted there assemble no fgwer than a. million.of—

e

‘souls*; " The extent of ground occupied. by

S R

“these, in one continued throng, is generally

from three to four koss t. The grand bathing-day:
takes place on or about the 11th of April, de~
pmda.nt however on the state of the moon .

b The surest way of, founding a village in this country is by
setting down a fakeer on the spot, who 1mmedxately builds a
mud hut, hoists a small red flag upon a pole, and the f"ollowmg
year appears a populous village. : |

'+ A koss is about one mile and a half Enghsh.

§ A pilgrimage to Mecca is also considered necessary to
constitute the character of a good Mussulman, and is considered
lughly meritorious. These pilgrims support themselves c}ueﬂy
by alms on the journey; and you not unfrequently see the
most emaciated objects lying dead by the road side, particu-
larly in a thinly inhabited country, as.in the new road from
Caleutta toithe upper provinces of Hindostan, I counted five
mygelf on that road, who appeared lying flat on their faces,
with scarcely any clothing on them, and the bones almost
starting through the skin, There is an institution at Mecca
for pilgrims, provided for by the will of Ahmed Shak'; so that
while they remain there, they are very well off.
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\ to Ramdial Sing, Rajah c of ‘Hurdoar. They were..
* all built within the last seven years. Hindoos f

in the orlental style, w_lth a profmmn md@u,.
‘emblems and decoraﬁx : |
thlrty thousand rupees ¢ each Two of them be- |
““long to 'nch bankers at Naugree bad ; one AT
“Rajah Nyn Sin ing, who lives in the nelghbour~
\ "hood of Muratt one to Goorak Khan; and one .

('D

g

o ¥
.

always plaister the inside of their houses with |
cow-dung, which old women and children. an'e*
constantly employed picking up. They make. it
into flat cakes with their hands, and stick them i

on the outer walls of cottages to dry: they then

pile them up, under shelter, for use. The walls

and terraces, when perfectly finished, have the |
appearance of stucco, without any unpleasant ?
smell at all. A general officer in the Company’s |
service brought to England, some years ago, a |
Hindoo lady as his wife, and left her in hand-
some lodgings, in London, while he went to vi- |
sit his friends in Scotland. The first thing she |
did, after he was gone, was to purchase a cow,
and have her brought into the drawing-room. @%"‘:
‘The  hostess. expostulated ; but the general’s i
lady assured her that if any damage was done, |

it should all be paid for, and she was pacified;
but when, a few days afterwards, the house- |
macd told her mistress that all the cleaning in |

¥
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gilt mouldings, she was petrified! ‘concluding
of course that the lady must be mad, she wrote
~ offito the general by that evening's post. .
Another common practice among Hindoos, is,
that. of exposing different kinds of grain fon
shieets, before their houses, to dry'in the sms
so that the whole v1llage looks like a bazaar.
,H’I’he Brahmins who reside at. Hurdoar pmu_
suade their followers, that by performing their
. ablutions, and making offerings to the Ganges at
that place; t»hey instantly become - purified. of
their. former sins. - 1 hope I am not’ uncharita=
bles: but could not help suspecting, that sore
of my party would not have been sorry to be §6
eamly gid-of theis: 1o i eoeotol Sl
' We saw here some pilgrims who had travelled
alb the way from Juggernaut, in the bay of Ben-
gal, (some thousand miles,) to perform a pe-
nance; . They were at this time just setting out
on their return, laden with baskets full of small
bottles filled with sanctified water, for the puri-
fication of those who were unable to come go
1 1'The road between Juallapore and Tunkal may
be justly compared to those of the New Forest
in Hampshire, but still more beautiful from its
vicinity to the mountains. After rambling about;
{until we were tired,) viewing a number of dé-
e VG s B T Flial i

G

the world would never get the cow-dung 'off the .
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scents by stone steps, with their appropriate de-
corations, that conducted votaries to the sacred
stream, (each guarded by one or more fakeers,)
we returned to our encampment mﬁmtely gmtmw
fied by the trip. -
' The commissioners being occupred by’ bus1~
ness, we did not quit Juallapore until the 12th,

which afforded me an opportunity of viewing
some waterfalls at Angenny, a place exactly op~

posite Zunkal, on the other side of the river, Six
persons started on four elephants : three spare
elephants having been pushed forward to sound

the bed of the river, (as we proposed fording

it,) and to clear the jungle on the other side.
The stream where we crossed was about seven
feet deep, rapid, and perfectly clear, so that
we could distinguish a bottom of large round
stones, which were so slippery that it was a sers
vice of danger to pass over them.  The ele-
phants trembled at every step, and supported
each other by heeling to it, as ships do with a
wind on their quarter. It must have been a cus
rious ‘spectacle from the opposite shore to see
four efephants wedged like a wall together, with
people on their backs, all stepping cautiously
as if aware of danger. We crossed a little above
the Falls, which are stated to extend for half a

mile, and reach fairly across the river. 'Their

descent in many places does not exceed eight or

nin€ feet. We had a complete view of them
6
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from Angenny, and were delighted by the

sound 'of dashing waters, and view of stupen-
- dous ‘mountains clothed with' the stately fir*

and spreading bamboo, while the sweet wars
blers of the wood strained their harmonious
throats to bid us welcome. Ouradvanced gﬁa.td
having shot some jungle cocks f, we had them
broiled; and they proved a welcome addition
(being young and finely flavoured) to the cold

provisions we had brought. After regaling our-

selves and resting the elephants, we re-mourited;

it order to explore the country, and entéred a

bamboo jungle, the branches of which wete §6
entwined that the spare elephants were ‘abso-

lutely necessary to force a passage for us. "It

was really wonderful to see with what dexterity

these animals twisted off large branclies with
their trunks; or, at the instigation’ of their
driver, 'tore up whole trees by the roots. Af:

ter buffeting through in this way for about an

hour, we came to a charming valley between
two ridges of hills, whose summits seemed 'to
touch the clouds. Trees and shrubs of various
folinge adorned their almost perpendxcular sides,
- while the meandering Ganges, in distant mur-
murs, died on the listening ear. Having made
a mremt of some miles through thxs dehghtfu!

. Tlim s the only place in Hmdostan where the ﬁr tme is
f"ound in perfecnon o
f Like English cocks and hens, only wild. i
02
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country, we re-crossed:the Ganges in boats, and
reached our encampment before it grew dark.
+ The next morning was fixed on for pursuing
our journey. I accompanied the judge of Mo+
radabad (whose district we were just entering)
on his| elephant  through thick grass j ungles,
higher than the animal on which we rode; al
though  he  measured ' fourteen feet, - Qur ad-
vanced party fell in with a wild elephant, from
whom they defended - themselves' by collecting
mmd a tree and firing at him, then setting up
a hideous yell, whmh at length fmghtened ham
away« ithud e it e
| I“m alghteen mﬁl@s nmz the shghtest trace vof %
mad, was perceptible ; but the guides persisted
“ that they were going right, and brought us to a
: village named Kurranpore. Here the inhabitants
| were so alarmed at seeing us, that they fled and
i ‘ hid themselves in a grass jungle: A little be-
|
P yond this village is a morass, only rendered
* : S }}%sable by loads of reed and bamboo that our
e people had spread the day before to form some-
thing like a road.  The elephants did not seem
at all inclined to cross it, nor do T think it was
alwgether safe, but fortunately no. ‘accident oe-
‘gpwredi A ket
/ 1Seon | Laftar thls we reached a pa,rt of the
. Ganges where there is a ferry, and found excel-
. lent'boats with platforms for the e conveyance of
\ ouf cama’ges “and’ Tlorses, waggons, bullaeks,

Mo
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&c. &e. This place is' named Bhynee Ghattah.
Here we quitted what is termed the country of
the Doo-ab, and entered that of the Pungaab; or
junction of five rivers, inhabited by a people
called the Rohillas. The banks of the Ganges;
on'the Rohilcund side, are immensely ‘steep ;rand
the soil, a deep loose sand, which so consider-
ably . delayed the baggage, that:many of the
gentlemen’s tents were not pitched 'until quife
late at 'night. Our encampment extended two
miles, over a plain that separated®he villages of
Allum Serai and Nagul. From hence we passed
over a vile road through a jungle of brushswood
and low stumps, (called the dak shrub,) besides
two or three streams knee~deep for the horses,
to'a place called Nugeebabad, whichis, beingins
terpreted, “City of great: Men” Our tents were
pitched near the garden-house of \Sultan Khan,
ofthe Nawaab Nugeeb wi Dowlal; whose toml
we tvisited jin 'the  course of the mhorning. it
stands surrounded by trees that completely shade
the building,  and is enconipassed by a brick
wall. " The tombs of him; and his favouritewife
are united 'under a slab of stone, covered with
asiooth white paste called chunem; which bears,
a high polish, and at a distance looks 'liketalax
baster.: They' are raised:considerably off:the
ground by a terrace of flag-stones.: On three
sidés: of !this 'terrace j‘are: colonnades! neatly
painted | with: emblematical devices ; the fourth
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is divided into three small apartments for devo-

mm‘chandlse are exammed and a duty _Q“_mﬁ;,g;mt- :
them by the East Indxa Company It s the

mgarwcane were observablewhrougfxou
“of Indis, and mills for extracting the juice in
—prder to make it into sugar, 6 be seen in every
v‘llage’” Those little neat baskets of split bam-
“Bow, inWhich pilgrims carry the Ganges water,
are manufactured here, and find a brisk sale. I
purchased some shawls and (under such circum-
stances that I could not avoid it) a slave boy!
The circumstances were these :—A poor debili-
tated woman, with an infant in her arms, and
this child, (about four years of age,) seated
‘themselves at the door of our tent, and would
ot be removed. Thinking she was a beggar,
1 sent her a few pice; upon which she said that
she «came to sell her child, and not' to solicit
pice; for they wovld 'do her no good. I then
went out and remonstrated with her upon the
eruelty of such an act; told her that if she did,
there was not the smallest chance of her ever
seeing him again--in short, said all I could to
work upon her feelings as a mother, and endea-

tioﬁ,'terminating in as many‘ cupola.s.‘ 'g“;laxs is
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vour'to turn her from her purpose; but still she

‘persevered, and implored me with tears to‘take"‘«.,‘

my starve unless she could get mo
b ""';m%na to pay the bunyak. The priee ‘ahe
‘asked for the boy was thirty-six rupees, the half
of which she owed for food. “Her husband, ‘she
said, was a cripple, and could not work, I sent

a pmmon with her to aseertain the truth of tlns !

statement, and finding that the woman had net
deceived me, I paid the money and received
the boy. Some victuals that was placed before
them they eagerly devoured. The child re-
mained without 8 murmur, in hopes of another
meal when hungry ; and the mother departed
happy, in the behef that her boy was provided
for i

1/ This traﬂ‘ic, S0 repugnant to. Enghsh 1deas,
‘exists only near the hills, where the population
is/so great, and the means of providing for it
so small, that unless purchasers could be found

for the children, half of them must starve. This

boy had quite the countenance of a Chinese
‘Tartar, with immense large eyes. The first
- thing I did was to have him bathed and clothed,
for he was perfectly naked. He did not like

being dressed at all, and for a long time took

every opportunity of slipping himself out of it.
In the evening we mounted our elephant, and

rode about a mile to inspect a large fort, built

hum ﬁhe“hadanumemus family, she sa'd*wh i
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W stood a siege by Shaw Allum, Emperor of
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9 tb,g,\faall.awmg day wa halted at Nuggmqqla
about, fifteen miles, from; our last; encampment.
Qm the road we, forcled several small streams,
one uf“yvhlch (the, Gongon) is frequently impas
;s@b the rainy season for many hours, bemg
at that time both deep and rapid. We were
Wld of a nger that_had been seen. of late near
this river, but. he did not favour us with his ap-
pearance. ; A gentleman known to some, of ‘our
party,. hp.d in passing about two months before,
the good fortune to kill one on this very spot.
The small town of N;fﬁema contains. e}ghtﬁen

housand-—inbabifants : it is. celebrated forthe

manufacture of blanketsq anﬁ coloured mﬂ The
Nawaab's, residence is. at, Arampore, which we
i close by:, In. the, square, spacejin, front

A Obse .‘;edW anumlp%ot; A}QE

;te#d@nts""
anon ckarpzak.s vyn;h a degree of md@gﬁnd@ﬂﬁ?
\ i 5&

. From Nugeenali o, ‘
om tents) is about fourt;een mxle}s. sz mad
lay over a ‘level country, well wooded jand . war
tered, the cultivation in many. parts reaching to
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the road side. Dawmpore is famous for the ma-..
nufacture of” pnstols, swords, gun-barrels, and

" matehlocks.

- Fromi Dawmpore, by way of Sokarra to Saw-
pore, is, without any exception, the wildest
fifteen miles of country I ever travelled: it is
covered with bushes, the haunt of ferocious ani-
mals ; through it runs a deep sandy road. The
gentleman who was driving me in his curricle,
told me that he had killed five tigers on the spot
we then were, not more than a month before,
and a most singular circumstance occurred. He
had gone on to the village afterwards, where he
had left his gig, in order to return home in it,
when passing a bush where one of the tigers
‘were found that he had shot, a tigress darted
out and (what is very unusual) pursued him so
swiftly, that notwithstanding he put his horse
at speed, he had the greatest difficulty to es-
cape her. - The only reason he could imagine
_for her being so furious was, that it might have

lwen one of her cubs which he had destroyed.
/At a place called Soondree, about fourteen

msm farther, the ‘country appeared well ‘culti-
vated, which is rether astonishing in such'a
. neighbourhood, and the road tolerably good.
. 'We passed through two or three groves of the
" sweet-scented bauble tree, whose odour resem-
bles that of mignionette.
o OR the 2lst we quitted Soondree, and reached



203

TN S,

the judge’s house at Moradabad to, breakfast.

: The c1ty of ]lforaa’abad stands in the centre of

Wt,lw ‘hills, not far from it, the apple, cherry,
walnut, arbutus, and beech trees, flourish; and
plenty of wild strawberries are found in the
woods. -+ The neighbouring gardens produce
peaches, apples, strawberries, pine apples, and
all sorts of vegetable in the highest perfection.
The culture of potatoes is partmularlry encou—
rageéd in this district, and succeeds rem: :

grain, (which frequently happens;) this vegeta-

well. . In seasons when there is a carelty‘of i

ost park-like country imaginable. Anong

_ble may prove ‘a most valuable substitute, and

robably the introduction of it into India; be
the means of ‘saving many thousand lives. ‘Al
though ﬁrst cultivated by its European inha-
' ‘r-‘}fx_i”"twes areall: fond of 11:,, fand eat lt
wmhaut scmple, AEEL R R T SR RN

Thehquses at this place are in general la

: hmmms,& ,.?’\ 8 kmted (mtﬁxd& ihevmwm
‘2 space | sufficiently large to encamp an @rmy;

and was once attacked by the force under dmeer

Khan, (when united with Holkar, he threatened
to exterminate the Europeans,) but gallantly
and successfully defended by Mr. Leig:esté‘f} at
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that time jndge of the d,xsmct, untll tme@s ar-
rived to his relief. i il
ﬂ&gﬁrﬁwmﬂ.pmmpal squares, in. whwh all
m_hnusmmml.hmk.wm@ one square in the

T S

km qxty, not only spammm, but mang _

WMIQ ‘being surroun a high’ bmck wall.
'whe streets, .contrary to the plan usually: purs
sued in_this country;-are wide. No manufac-
‘ture is carried on here; but the inbabitants-are
celebrated as being excellent mechanics, partis
‘cularly;in the upholstering line: - It is d station
for one battalion of Seapoys, and a healthy.sis
tuation at: all seasons of the year. . The river
Ram. Gonga xups parallel with the north-east
side of the eity, and supplies the inhabitants
with good water and plenty of excellent fish. /.
1 We remained here until: the 28th; when the
commissioners took their departure for Futteh
Ghyr. :We forded the Gongon in carviages, hicar
~ thewillage of Syfree. ' Our road lay the whole
Way ,mmugh ﬁelds of green barley oxi whaatﬂ

w@ulﬁ t%m Mt pres&nted & pleasmg and &«anma ﬁ[
pmqpmt melargaa essmze,a b@lqngmg 1o ithe |

of S&‘rayz{y, mbpsom.ed. in, gardens ! Qur tents
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rmgmdad by trees of various kmds
. gi@gaw,m.iﬂmggymmmmn B0

AT i

to thei ﬁelds‘ ! Sugar-cane, wheat, ansd ﬂharley,
“appear to be tlme chief . productmn& of. ﬂmﬁ'
country., . - fisiertinds | vl
N mthaxuthe stmngth ef our party,@ 1oy’ the-
sentries which at all times paradedbefore the
deors. of our tents, could at all’ times sceurd s
i'xom, thieves; but we found a complete guardy
atthis place, in the person of a small teivier
that had been fastened to one of the' bed:posts)
About, the middle. of the night, when' all wag
quiet in the campi(and the sentries, I suspect,
asleep,) this little animal became very restless;
then barked violently, and at length -broké from
his fastening, and made a dart towards the oppo-
site wall of the tent. The glimmering-light of
the lamp discovered to me at the moment #wo
large staring eyes, glaring frightfully round" in
- search of plunder. The dog could not get at the
‘man ; but the alarm was given, and the intended
thief mcur&d he had nothing on but a cummer-
bund *; yet. in, that were secreted two! knives;
ghgrpa ied at either. edge‘ This p&aee is named
Slwapare.‘ G Erkendar gy L

: f AR i s s it ]
“‘ Cmnmerbund is a breadth of cloth wound rouid the loins.
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-From hence we continued our réute over a
fertile ' country, with' occasional meqhahhew
scarcely deserving the name of hills, to Al
Gunge. The cultivation reached ‘the road ‘on
either side, interrupted only by occasional groves
of the mango tree, through which we drove. On
.the other side Alli Gunge, the soil’ becomes
sandy, and the face of the country assumes a
totally different appearance. After crossing'a
small river, we entered ‘what is called a Jow
Jungle; much resembling the birch wood in Eng«
land, of which hrooms are made. ~This contis
nued for about three miles, and conducted’ W
to the banks of the Ram Gonga, where ferrys
boats had’ heen prepared; but, as it was then
practicable, 1 weﬁerre& crossing it on'my éles
phant.+ An elephant is the only animal, 'except
a-camel, ‘that can ford this river, even when'it
is.at the lowest.  In the rainy season ‘it would
be:impracticable to ford it at all as 11: is' then
¢ * Dotheideiors o papiel, o0 Bud L e W
| . From hence we drove in a currwie to BW~
m:ma,,a ‘city inhabited entirely by Mussulmen;
it-has been celebrated in' hmtory, and is still of
considerable consequence.” Tt stands on'an éx:
tensive plain, bounded on every side by lofty
trees. 'The soil is deep and sandy; the'city itself
irvegalarly built; and its inhabitants, chiefly Ro-
hillas, are so very uncivil, (to give the mildest
term ‘o their demeanour,) that no European can
enter it without the risk of being insulted. These

L R T T P e
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people possess the pride of ancestry, in a pre-
eminent degree. The city swarms with the in-

G

solent, proud descendants of Hyfiz Ramut, chief |

of .the Rohillas: he was killed in battle at this
place by Swiah Dowlah, Nawaab of Lucknow,
at the head of the forces belonging to the Em-
peror of Delhi, who, it is reported, owed his
success on this occasion to the firmness of his
English allies under the command of Colonel
Champion *. This circumstance is still fresh in
the remembrance of the natives, whose venera-
tion for their chief is very great; and their de-
testation of the English, from the part: they wmk
against him,. proportionably so. . -

. The city of Bareilly was founded by »Hw
Ramm and his remains ave interred there, be-
neath a splendid monument erected to his ‘me-
mory. The inhabitants of this city are always
ripe for rebellion, but are incapable of much re~
sistance, having neither wall, nor ditch, to protect
them. Among these are a few merchants who
trade in drugs and timber, from the neighbour~
ing hills, to whom the support of the English
Government is of consequence. It is what'ig
called a Swdder Station, having a court of eirs
cuit, a court of appeal, a judge of the district,
collector, chaplain, surgeon, &c. with one bat-
talion of Seapoys. In a court of ‘circuit there

* See Hamilton's Account of the Rohillah War, ©

e
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ate two judges, ina ‘court iof appeal three. The
Seapoy cantonment is about a mile from’ the
¢ity. . The houses of the civilians occupy’ ‘an
open space between the city and the cantbn#
ment: near them stands a fortified jail. = 7100
. \We passed nearly a month at Bareal@ It is
almust the only place in India' where the nights
thioughout the year are never oppressively hot.
This place is famous for carpenters work of all

Lon
*tlm

»well,s:

“throughout the provir  produc
of wealth: to the manufacturers. ; The faomay
with which they get tunber from the hills, greats
ly: assists: their views: . From hence to Pili-
bete, which lies -at. the. 08105 Hoabso Dillscunns
whence the timber is brought, is only two days’
journey. . Being so near these hills, we were
desirous of visiting the source of the Gogra;
which' river takes. its rise from thence; and-acs
cordingly, on the Ist of March, sent forward
our camp equipage. The two first marches were
_ ummarked by any. particular ‘occurrence :  the
~ eountry over which we travelled was flat and
uninteresting ; but on the third day we entered
a beautiful and extensive forest of sisseo trees,

L,
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pmduces, notwithstanding, the natives appeared
to live in it without any visible means of de-
fence. Curious to know the reason of suwch ap-
parent apathy, I learned that they were all
Predestinarians, and often saw their cattle and
children carried off without an attempt to res-

cue them. < Their time is come,” they say,

s and if you should succeed in saving them
from the threatened danger, another, still more
temble, is sure to be at hand.” L
The second day, in passing through: this im-
mense forest, we met travellers whose counte-
nances bespoke them of a different race. They
proved indeed to be inhabitants of the second,
and third range of mountains, bringing their

L

infested by every wild animal that the country

merchandlze, chieﬁy drugs to an annual fair,

on th«a outskn'ts of the faxest. A Assq/'cmda is 2
prmclpal article of traffie, as it is a favourite
ingredient in the cookery, both of Hindoo and
Mussulman. It is a low bush, with long leaves,
that are cut off near the stem, when a milky
}Jmce exudes, which hardens gradually, like
opium, but loses its virtue, if left long exposed
to the sun. The people I am speaking of, are
of a bright copper colour ; their stature is shart
and thick ; they have broad faces, flat noses,
small eyes, scarcely any beard, and no mus-
tachios. They do not wear turbans like *the
P
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v : natives of Hindostan, but fasten their hair in a
‘ bunch: on the top of the head, with a long black
" bodkin. . In appearance they strongly resemhle
‘tlmse ﬁgums often seen on old china jars; and,
living on the borders of Tartary, we may Justly
conclude them of Chinese extraction. Nothing
; could exceed the beautiful wild scenery of this
day’s march. We continued to ride through a
thick forest, intersected by innumerable runping
streams, clear as the purest crystal, over which
was occasionally thrown a tree in full foliage, to
! answer the purpose of a bridge. The approach
i to one of these streams was invariably marked
J by the feet of wild animals. On one part of
our route, which lay along the edge of a steep
precipice, we distinguished the footsteps of wild
elephants, as if a drove had lately passed, and
this appearance continued for more than a mile.
Our guide informed us that a large male ele-
phant had been occasionally seen, and was re-
Icognised, on this path, for many years; fre-
_quently attacking, and, of course, destroying,
; the unprotected traveller. As we were armed,

_and strongly guarded, 1 felt no apprehension,
'but could not aveid being anxious for the arrival
of the servants that were to follow. A Nature
~must surely have regarded with peculiar com-
placency this most enchanting spot. A rich

valley, repoqing beneath a majesti’c acclivity,

i
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pasture, under the shade of spreading branches,
with here and there a cluster of peasants’ huts,
were its peculiar characteristics. . All appeared
tranquil as in the midst of the most eivilized
' country, nor seemed to fear their lordly neigh-
bours, - Our breakfast tent was pitched a short
distance beyond this, on the banks of the
Gogra. The mountains, although in fact, at &
great distance from us, appeared but just on the
opposite shore, forming one of the finest land-
scapes I ever beheld. When the heat of the
day had a little subsided, we sallied forth to
enjoy the prospect, occasionally seating our~
selves on a projecting rock. The moon was
near the full, and arose from behind the moun-
tains superlatively bright. To what sublimity
of idea did their yast summits, illumined by her
rays, give rise, while their more humble ba.sas
were veiled in obscurity !

- Next morning, we pursued our way, and
safely arrived at Behrmundeo. Our tents were
pitched on a plain of the liveliest verdure. ' In
front ran the Gogra, slowly meandering over its
pebbly bed, bounded on the opposite shore by
almost. perpendicular mountains. The sides of
these mountains clothed with trees of wvari-
ous foliage, many of them in full blossom, im-
pregnating the air with the most exhilarating
odours ; while not more than a hundred yards

from us, lay the forest, filled with game of every

P2
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kmd The few native inhabitants of 'th‘is‘cc';un”-' v

~ try, are solely occupied in tending their herds

and cutting wood. ‘ ‘

The river supplies them with fish and wild
fowl in abundance, both which they eat without
scruple. Soon after breakfast, our Hindoo ser-
vants asked permission to pay their obeisance to
the deity who is said to preside there. I con-
fess my curiosity was raised to see a spot 5o
celebrated : at sun-set, therefore, on the fol-
lowing evening, we repaired thither, when

" instead of a temple, as I expected, decorated

with all the emblems of Hindoo superstition,
I beheld only a pedestal of granite, about five
feet high, with three rusty iron spikes of a foot
long stuck into the top of it. These were orna-

mented with a few faded flowers and boughs,

the pious offerings of our people, while at its
base were seated three squalid unfortunate
children of a mendicant fwheer, who, with
mouths and eyes wide open, appeared like hor-
rible fixtures to the place. Some gentlemen, we

were told, had been at this place before, but

never any lady. Finding so little attraction here,
we walked along ihe sands, which as the river
subsides, are left dry, and soon become hard,
for a considerable distance.. Large fragments
of rock occasiondlly interrupted our progress.
Near these were a cluster of deserted huts, that
our guide informed us, were occupied at a par-
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ticular season of the year, by the hill people,
whose mountain dwellings, he pointed out to us,
- at an immense distance on the summits, and
between the fissures of the opposite range.
They came down, he said, to sift the sand for gold
dust, lumps of which were frequently found
there, as large as a common sized hazel-nut.
This forms another part of their traffic with
Bellary, the village before-mentioned, and on the
approach of summer, these people return to
their snowy dwellings. We now seemed to
_have reached the uttermost parts of the earth.
Huge snow-capped mountains, frowning in aw-
ful majesty, formed an amphitheatre around us,
from one of which (about the centre of this vast
space) the river takes its rise. Not a human
being to be seen or heard. It was stillness all.
Oh, had I but the pen of Young or Milion to
deseribe it! The delightful reverie into which
I bad fallen, was at length interrupted by my
‘companion, who having strayed some little dis-
tance, returned to point out to me amongst the
varied foliage, that of the fir, oak, and ash,
On returning to the tents, I mentioned having
seen them, which induced some of the gentle-
men of our party to ascend these mountains,
and explore. 1 wished much to have ac-

QL

companied them, but was persuaded to relin-

quish the attempt, as it could only be accom-
plished on foot, and, of course, with very great



fatigue. Two only of the gentlemen reached
the summit, and they passed the night in & hut
that appeared not to have been long untenatited.

After' traversing a beautiful green sward, for
about & quarter of a mile, along the bank of the
tiver, they gradually ascended to the height of
forty feet, and found themselves on a flat culti-
vated space. From hence they proceeded along
& winding path; occasionally impeded by moun-
tain rills; near which they observed innumerable
p!aﬁts of extracrdinary beduty * ; also the fern,
ivy, ‘and common dock-plant of England, and
they had no doubt, from the nature of the soil,

Bt that violets and primroses might have been
found, had there been time to search for them.
Sometimes they came to a beautiful valley in-
terspersed with trees and huts, where the wild
strawberry, raspberry, barberry, and hawthorn,
flourished in abundance; at others, they were
obliged to be assisted by their guides up per-
pendicular heights of six or seven feet. Near
one of these, they were led to expect a moun-

. tain torrent of some magnitude, but were dis-

appointed, from having missed the turn which
would have led them to it} it proved to be four
houry’ walk beyond the village at which they

hulted for the night. Two beautifully p;cturesque

o Some of them they brought to me, and 1 succeetled in
propagatmg them, but they dcgenera.tcd as well in colour as in
size.
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valleys conducted them to an acelivity covered
with the pine, fir, and mountain ash, intermixed
- with these trees which are peculiar to the more
southern provinces. After toiling for four ]mum,
over a path scarcely wide enough for one person;
‘sometimes bordering on a precipice of tremen-
dous depth ; they reached the summit, on which
they found a deserted village. The inhabitants,
it was concluded, were gone to the fair at Bellary,
A friend of ours, thinking it might prove a good
speculation, ordered two or three hundred small
caps of scarlet cloth to be sent there the following
year, and exposed for sale. No sooner were these
produced, than the hill people crowded round
and evinced the strongest anxiety to possess
them. 8o rapid was the exchange for drugs
effectedy and so clamoreus did they become
when all were nearly disposed of, that the
vender was actually obliged, by stratagem, to
make good his retreat. el
. But to rerurn to my narrative. 'Fhese un+
mspmlous people, having left their babitations
open, our gentlemen entered one of the huts; in
order to take some refreshment and repose; but
on calling for the provisions, what was their
dismay to find that none were brought, although
at least a dozen people had started with them.
A bottle of brandy had been: given to one of
the guides, but by some accident he had
_broken it. In fact, neither cold meat nor
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prandy had arrived. They had then no other
yesource left, than to kindle a few sticks, in
order to warm themselves, and determine to be
' as comfortable as circumstances would permit.

So, dismissing the guides, and barricading the
door with logs of wood, they sought shelter from
hunger in the arms of Morpheus; thus they
might probably have remained some hours in-
" gensible to its attack, had not an alarm of a dif-
ferent nature occurred, which filled their minds
at the moment, with a sentiment not very unlike
fear. ' About midnight, the door of the hut was
foreibly “assailed, accompanied by voices who
loudly demanded entrance. The wind had risen
almost to a hurricane, and whistling through
the interstices of their miserable dwelling, ren-
dered quite unintelligible the language of the
intruders.  Having neglected to provide them-
selves either with fire-arms, or side-arms, they
debated whether it would be more prudent ra-
ther to make the door more secure than to open
it. One of the gentlemen, however, suggested
that they might still be unable to defend them-
selves for any time; mor could they' entertain
the slightest hopes of succour from their guides,
of whom it was most probable they should see
no more ; for, upon the least appearance of
“* hostility, these men generally decamp. It was
at length determined, that they should each
take a log of wood in his hand, and boldly open

L.
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the door; when, ridicnlous to tell, instead of
‘the abuse and blows they were prepared to
parry, a party greeted them who had been sent
by us with some good cheer. For we had learned
after they were gone, that the provisions they
intended to have taken with them, had been in-
advertently left behind. No longer grumbling
at the interruption to their slumbers, they seated
themselves upon the ground, and never (as they
afterwards assured me) made a more comfort-
able meal. = These huts are composed of pieces
from the rock, cemented together by clay, and
thickly thatched. At dawn of day, our gentle-
men began to descend, which they found as
tedious, and more terrific than their labours on
the preceding day., One of them had the curio-
sity to measure the hezght of the mountain, and
found it from its base to the summit, exactly
four thousand feet *. .

The following day was passed in explomng
the country in a contrary direction. Game of
‘every description rose almost beneath our ele-
phants’ feet ; amongst which were a great num-
ber of the black feathered partridge, equally as
fine in flavour as beautiful in plumage ; they
are shaped like those of England, but rather

. ‘ * The cattle bred in these hills are remarkably small, and
nice eating ; the meat being very fat, and the grain extremely
fine. The bullocks in geneml are about the size of an Enghsh
calf. ' . B

QL
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larger : these and quails seemed to abound in
’ the vallies where we were.: il i
[ . One night, while we remained here, a cir-
} : cumstance of rather an alarming nature oceurred,
o " but, providentially, was not succeeded by any
serious consequence. The roar of a wild ele-
phant near our camp, threw every thing into
confusion, and we had reason to fear his nearer
approach, as one of the female elephants. that
conveyed the tents was answering to his call,
and all efforts to silence her were vain. 1t was
supposed that she might, some time or other,
have been used as a decoy elephant, for our
people were obliged to chain her round a large
tree to prevent her running off, and also to
kindle fires round the camp to keep him at 2
distance. But our perils were not destined to
end here ; as, before the fires were fairly lighted,
a hungry tiger sprung on one of the bullocks
and dragged him off. It was too dark to distin-
guish the tiger, but his growl could not be mis-
taken, which added to the screech of the ele-
phants, made a most terrific concert.  Im vain
did the gentlemen assure me, that the constant
firing of musketry kept up by our attendants,
would secure ws from harm ; I trembled atevery.
joint, and most heartily wished myself any
~wliere else; nor were my fears dissipated until
the return of day-light. ,,
‘We next morning bid adieu to this haunt of

218 m
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our formidable énemies, and encamped about
fourteen miles distant ; where, free from shade,

SL

‘the sun was intensely hot, and the nights ex- -

tremely cold.  While taking our usual ramble
one evening, we got intelligence of some neigh-
bours' that might have proved still more dan=
gerous than those we had quitted. A party of
five hundred Mowattys had pitched their tents
about a mile and a half from ours, and were
reported to have plundered several villages in
their route. These are a description-of robbers,
something like gypsies, and very desperate. As
we were not ambitious of becoming wequainted
with them, no time was lost in collecting our
_small forces, and striking the tents; or in taking
speedy measures, as silently as possible, to de-
camp. We halted not again until we were
entirely clear of the forest. The change of cli-
mate experienced now, was very great; not
only the days, but nights, became oppressively
liot under canvas ; and although highly gratified
by the trip, I was by no means sorry to find
myself in a bungalow at Bareilly. March and
April are the only months in which Europeans
can visit' Behrmundeo with safety. = Before that
time the weather is too cold, and afterwards, the
water is so impregnated with melted snow,

mixed with putrid leaves that are washed down

from the hills, as to render it certain death to the

traveller who attempts it. We just returned to
7 ‘
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Bareilly in time to eat ortolans in, perfectmn,
they come in season with the hot winds, and
are found in immense flights wherever there is a
sandy space. These birds are about the size of
larks, and when fried with crumbs of bread,
are really delicious. At first, they are like little
lumps of butter, and may be caten bones and
all; but towards the latter end of the season,
they fall off amazingly, and are at all times so
delicate that if you attempt to keep them alive,
they are good for nothing; they are not killed
with shot, but with a grain called gram. Orto-
lans and mangoes are great delicacies during
the hot season, and fortunately both are to be
procured in abundance.

_After remaining a short tlme at Barelly,
we proceeded towards Futty Ghur. In two
marches we reached Kutierah; the scene of

220

battle between Swah Dowlah and Haffiz Ramut,

of whom I have before spoken. This town of

“Kuttemh is large, populous, and in good repair.

uilt by Szyah Dowiah to commemorate

lrhls “victory over the “Rohillahs ; it is protected
~ by a high brick wall, and secured by ponderons.

gates thickly barred with iron*. The wind hay-
ing blown hard all night, and still continuing to
do so, 1 travelled in my palankeen. This coun-
try is more than usually diversified with hill and

* Distant from Bareilly about thirty miles.
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dale, which, with a variety of cultivation, af-f )

forded a most agreeable prospect; but we had
the misfortune to find our tents pitched in an
‘open space, without the shelter of a single tree,
and the wind continuing to blow, raised the
light sandy particles in such quantities as to
render our s1tuatmn, that day, by no means en-
viable. ' Added to this, none of the 1ns1gmﬁcant
villages near us, afforded even fodder for our

cattle. The country, from this place, contmued %
level, and extremely fertile. We passed through /

the village of Ackar, and about four miles fur-
ther, that of Sianna. Near the latter were some
luxuriant banyan trees, which formed an exten-
sive shade, while clumps of bamboos in every
direction, added much to the beauty of the
scene. The wind had now considerably fallen,
but the threatening aspect of the weather por-
tended an approaching storm, it did not how-
ever deter me from mounting an elephant at
this place, and we were fortunate enough to
arrive at our encampment before the rain com-
- menced, which soon afterwards fell in torrents,
accompanied by heavy thunder, and some vivid
flashes of lightning. The town of Jellalabad,
where we halted, is built upon an eminence,
and contains a pretty strong fort.  We found

plenty of game in the neighbourhood, particu~" ,

larly hares, and the common brown feathered

partridge. ' I saw also several foxes; these are
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the prettiest creatures imaginable, ‘beautifully

formed, and not much higher than a rabbit; the
colour is the same as those in England. @ <
The road from Jellalabad to. Umruipore is
very bad; I travelled it in an open carriage, at
the imminent risk of my life. The prospect;
however, is extremely beantiful, the country
being checkered by groves of the kudgua, mango,
and sweet-scented banbool trees. About two
miles after leaving Jellalabad, we re-crossgd the

yiver Ram Gonga. As it was too deep to ford,

we had recourse to boats. So thick a fog pre-

 yailed, that although the river is not broad, we

could not distinguish the opposite side, and the
cold dampuess of the atmosphere was exceed-
ingly unpleasant. About six miles farther, we
crossed another stream of about three feet deep,
beyond which, by 2 gradual ascent, we reached
our tents at Umrutpore. This village stands upon
a plain of considerable extent, as smooth as any
bowling-green. iy
_ 1In the. course of the journey to-day, a gen-

tleman of the party being on horseback, was
attacked by a wild buffalo, who, inflicting a
wound with his horns on the flank of the horse,
so frightened him, that he set off at speed, and

Dby that means probably saved the life of his
“yider. 1 was fortunately on an elephant, of

whom these animals are afraid. From Unirut-
pore 1o Futty Ghur, the distance is only eighteen
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miles ; but the road is as bad as it can be, andy
passable ; particularly the last two miles, which

led through a thick jow jungle to the river

Ganges. Here we crossed in boats so rudely

constructed, that as the wind blew strong, and

the stream was exceedingly rapid, I did not f'eel

very comfortable.

Futty Ghur being the station '1ppomted for
the Commissioners to reside at, we left them
there, and returned to the place from whence
we had started, viz. Secundra near Agra. ‘



G

CHAPTER XIX.

Ar Secundra we remained until the middle of
September, 1809. At that time a committee |
was ordered to proceed to Poosa, (below Patna,)
where the East India Company had a stud, in’
order to select horses for the cavalry. 'Once |
more, then, I was to become a traveller, and
destined to proceed in 2 contrary direction. We
‘were to march as far as Futty Ghur, which
stands on the banks of the Ganges, and thence -
go by water down the country.
Having in a former part of this narrative given
a description of the road between Fuity G hur
and Secundra, 1 shall pass over the present
march, and commence my journal from the pe-'
riod of our embarkation at Futty Ghur on the
~_-27th of September, 1809. Our boats having
. been prepared for the voyage, consisting of a
| budgerow to sleep in, a pinnace to eat in, a boat
| fitted up as a kitchen; another for poultry,
| ‘sheep, and stores; amother for servants and
| baggage; and a sixth for the washing-boat and
| ¥iadoo servants; and being joined by the fleets
| | of two other gentlemen, we set sail with a fair
15 é;;wi’nd towards Khawnpore, and arrived there on

{
(-
[
|
I
¥
1
i
!
§
?
§
I
§
§
|
E i
!
|
|




223

‘the'29th to ‘dinner. ' The next day we sailed
rapidly down the stream for twenty miles, and
then came to for the night; on which oceasion
the boats were made fast to long wooden pegs,
driven into the bank for that purpose. - This
‘gives the servants an opportunity of dressing
their food on shore; besides which, shoals and
quick-sands are so numerous in the Ganges, that
it would be dangerous to move by night.

At day-break the next morning we again set
sail, ‘but had not proceeded far before our
budgerow got aground, and it was six hours' be-
fore she was under weigh again. This was by
Ro means an agreeable situation on a river full
of quick-sands. The weather was fortunately
- mild; and towards evening we reached a village,

named Zickerry, which being inhabit_gdw by Hin- \'v;

doos, furnished no supplies for our other ser-
vants.  Having undergone much’ fatigue during
the day, (for all hands are obliged to puta shoul-
der to the wheel in cases of emergency,) they
preferred rest, and deprivation of a meal, to
- walking any distance in search of one. ' This
circumstance, fortunately, does not often ocour,
as a man'’s strength in this country is estimated
by the quantity of food that he eats. I have

,,,,,,,

frequently known a palankeen bearer devour twn |

_seers of hoiled rice at 2 meal; and' so proud are’

i

bt 8
e ——

_they of an enormous appetite,that they chal-
lenge each other to eat, as English clowns dv to
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| Jfight. Kumjour wallah, (a man of litﬂﬁ strength,)
"I one of the most opprobrious epithets that can
ke used towards them; indeed, of so much im-
portance do they consider a hearty meal, that
\ Wwhile th thus engaged you may summon a man in
vain—he will not stir until he has finished . it.

. Happily, the ceremony is a short one, »»«%J

| dress their yictuals in earthen yessels, which are
‘ "B’io!ién in pieces the moment that the contents

s

BEE J%QMM&QM&-MW (out of which it is
' 9a,1;en ;) and these are scowered with sand aft@x

every meal. Not a servant in the family, except
the sweeper, would touch any thing from their
master’s table if they were starving; (in fact,
Hindoos do not eat animal food at all ; and meat
for Mussv.lmen must be prepared after the Jew-
ish custom, or they are forbidden by thmr‘ law to
eat of it:) so they betook themselves to their
usual resource jn such cases, composing themr
selves to sleep; some on the top of their boat,
@.ml o»th;ars under an old sail on the bank. . . Qur
pinnace heing the largest in the fleef, it was
agreed that the party should assemble in it at
breakfast and dinner.  Qf an evening, when
the boats were made fast, for the night, (which
was generally the case abmt &m«wt,) some of
©us walked or rode ont until dinner was, madw
The dinper hour here is eight in the evening,. .
- The mornings began, now. to grow,cool ; and
Jhe party proceeded in high spirits, with a cer;
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tainty that the weather w«:uld hecome pleasanem
wery' daw.i i .

' Finding ourselves near tha town of Jekanahad
which containg an excellent market, we came to ./
there for the night considerahly before our usual
‘hour; but this frequently answers, as there may
not be another good place to stop at when you
wish to do so, the banks being often craggy and
irregular, and no village within hail.

‘About noon the next day we came appome
to the ancient city of Allahabad, but the rvivex
had fallen so low that we could not approach it,
we were consequently obliged to make for the
opposite side of the river Jumna, where the wa-
ter is always deep.

After procuring some necessary supphes hy
“means of a small wherry from Allahabad, we
proceeded next day as usual; but no village
being in sight at the hour for legowing, our boats
were made fast to a sand-bank in the middle of
the river. Our voyage to-day was by no means

agreeable ; for the river was bounded on either

side by high, and almost perpendicular banks!
The wind blew strong from the eastward during
the night, which being against the stream, caused
a heavy swell, and annoyed us not a little; in

Q.

)

fact, we were obliged to quit the position =~

had taken, and not without great difficulty

gained the opposite shore. The viver shortly

after assumed the appearance of a sea, for wiiich
22
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 purhoatswere by no means ‘caleulated: ' Unfor+
tunately for us, it soon increased to.a. gale-of
wind 3 during:which, one- of our baggage boats
~was upset, and: the budgerow broke from:-her

" moorings, drifting’ with .considerable rapidity
towards a place in the N awaab’s country inhas
bited: by thieves, whose chief support is from
the plunder of boats, which' they have a most
ingenious mode of attacking without being;seen.
Ag¢customed to swimming and diving from: their
infancy, ‘the water may almost be termed. their
nadtural element. | 'When they perceive boats /e- ;
ga'wed for the mght and- that the crews are e

S

ﬁbt“s, hav1

slipping into.
il an. oppwrtumty oﬁers of' chmbmg

%
ﬁ
all proper
‘ ing any one, they swim off with it securely. So
\ expert are they at this occupation, that a gentle-
man has frequently missed -his writing ‘deskin
‘the morning, without the- sma]lest appearamce
of any: one having been there. |
1The next morning was aloudy, wrth a dnm, !
gling 'rain; but - the wind proved fair; and we
Jetsgo our anchorage. The river however winds
so/considerably here, that a fair wind one hal*f
hour is -contrary the next; so. that we! made
- putslittle progress. . The-banks ‘werer atill: mg;h

B t)} that is moveable, w1thout dlstu:rb-
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“almost inaccessible : on theivisummits we obs ¢
served several large villages. . The weather had \
‘now become cool and pleasant.; - In the course §
~ of the day we saw a great: many fishing boats; | /
that .amply supplied jour table: with delicious
_fish: one sort, called the roe; resembles the cods -
fish we have in England. Mullet of all descrip»
tions are very plentiful in this river. In'a few
‘hours the face of the country wore quite a-difs
ferent: appearance: sloping banks clothed with
verdure, villages disposed amid groves of trees;
and whole families ' bathing and 'playing in . the
stream, succeeded to the bairen craggy banks
we had just left, and proved a most, agreeable ‘
change. {1k o
brated place for the mamufacture of carpets, ,ht- '
tle; 1f at all inferior, to those. of Turkey.or Per-..
Wrzapore is a station for.civilians, thatis
ke adY, a judge, collector, registrar,: assxstaxxts;
&e. with one or two regiments of, Seapoys* i "Izt ;
is also a principal seat of customs. e
7 The following morning, at an early hour; we
passed the fort of Chunar, which is considered
* one of the hottest places in India, and reached
Benares about seven o'clock in the evening. Vil-
lages became daily more numerous, and forews
bwta plied in abundance. ‘ i
: We passed. this: day. two indigo chtones, am;l
t!zm nilitary station of Ghazipore, as, likevise .

)
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*  the fort and town of Buzar. From Butar to
G'h&pemiﬁ the river winds considerably, and

, there are many quick-sands which, in the rainy
| season, render the navigation extremely dan-
: ‘gerous. A gentleman, whose budgerow stuck
oty one of these, was obliged to walk backwards
and forwards on it the whole night; knee-deep
in watet ; for had he stopped but for one mis
wite, he would have been swallowed up for
ever. A boat from the shore, as soon as they
could 8ee him, putoff to hisdssistance ; but his
own, with all the property it contained, was ir
retr@evably 1ost _ This part o af the country iswell
il el pic ue from fhe

]  one. day up\,;‘ x?dé'of tWo 1
marehant vessels, laden with grain “quit ‘
wami-’a edge. About two o’clock 4 storm came
oh from the south-west, which nearly sunk ouf
cooking boat, and obliged us to make fast to
the nearest hank ¢ it lasted without intermission
for at least four hours. These storms are very
common in the rainy season, which is ealled the
south-west monsoon. It begins at Khanpore
abewk the 20th of June, and continues until the
end of October: in Bengal a month earlier.
Heavy rolling clouds, from the south-west to
the! m‘ﬁhwast point of the compass, announce
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its Wmﬁ. 'The ‘sky ‘assumes & terrific as-
pect, and after some days of extreme heéat, the'
rain’ comes down in torrents. The first shower
ot two, causes the earth to smoke aund (such
you can almost fancy to be the case) to hiss
like water falling upon'a hot plate of iren, but
after that, the air becomes cool, and the whele
atmosphere breathes perfume, carrying delight~
ful fragrance on every breeze. This heavy rain
does not continue, as in Bengal, to inundate
the' country for many weeks, giving to it the
appearance of one large sheet of water; but is
sticeeeded at intervals by fine reviving weathery
The ravines which intersect the upper provmcw
carry off the superabundant water.

" About 'ten o'clock the next morning we
reached Chuperak, and finding it a cheap place
for natives to purchase’ provisions, they: wére
all permitted to go on shore. This delayed s
so long, that we did not reach Danapore until
the morning after. Here Wwe crossed a small
branch of the Ganges, (which by an accumu~
Iation of sand had been separated from the main
river,) and continuing our course for ten miles
farther, entered the river Gunduk, and soon
reached Soanepore. This village is situated ona
promontory, between the two rivers Guidulsnd.,
Ganges. An annual fair is held here for those of

. the East Tadi any’s. stud-horses. tfhat tum
out undemzedw’\{wwo }ow for the cavalry.)-
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the cocoa~nut, bamboo, and tamar'ﬁad ‘trees; 80
beautifully intermix their foliage, that it may be
' justly termed a most luxuriant spot.. We qmtted-
the boats, and having despatched our camp equi-
page, mounted horses, and rode the first fourteen
miles towards Poosa. We now came to a stream,.,
\ * which not being fordable, we wefe obliged to ;

dismount, and cross it on a raft made of bam- |
boos, fixed upon three canoes abreast of each | ,{
other: an extensive lake now presented itself,
cov,ered with wild fowl. . The surrounding coun~
try appeared populous, and consisted chiefly of
pasture lands. Soon after crossing the narrow
deep stream of which I have been speaking, we
encamped under the spreading branches of a tree
that afforded ample shelter for ourselves and
cattle. . The ground, as far as the eye could
reach, was covered with the most lively ver=
dure, interspersed with stately trees: .here
- and, there stood a hamlet, or cottage, neatly,
thatched, round which the stream meandered
‘slowly, and the cattle browzed contentedly on
its banks. . After travelling the next morning in
an open carriage for eightéen miles, on an exe-
crable road, we arrived at Poosa. The super~
intendant at this time was a Mr, Moorcroft, who
afterwards penetrated the. third range of the
L Snowj( Mountains; and published an ingenious
work on the subject of his researches. The
. pasture at . Poosa is remarkably fine. . The bam-,
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pl:amt; flourishes here in perfection, form~
mg ahine .an ‘admirable fence to their lands, and
eonsiderably adding to tbeir beauty. . A river
called the Choota - Gundul: fextilizes the . soil:
There appears however a strong objection. to
this place~~1 mean the climate~—as is:the
case: throughout  the province of | Zirhoat,  in

Q.

which district, Poosa is situated : a cold, damp

atmosphere, and constant fog in the winter; a
“hot, damp, close one, in the rains; (when very
few escape the ravages of fever and agues;) and
inthe hot season a burning sun, without: suf-
ficient wind to cool, even by means of tatties,

and yet too hot a one to live without thems:
‘The seasons in India are only divided into these

three, of four months in each; but. they -are
very different in the upper and lower provinces:
The province of Tirhoot is favourable only for
the growth of indigo and production of horses:
'The' superintendant’s ‘mansion stands aloneis
his nearest meighbour, with the  exception:of
those attached to the establishment; lives twelve
- miles'off. On'the 4th of November:we quitted
Povsa, and crossed the Ganges by three separate
ferry boats to Patna, being obliged ito. traverse
‘beds of sand between each. | From' Patna we

proceeded in carriages to Danapore, Whege we
did not arrive until one o’clock, much iangued, :
_and ‘almost starved.” On the morning/of the
12th; accompanied: by a party. from Darapere,
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lage inland, of that name, although the booths

are erected and merchandize exposed at Soanes

pore; the village before mentioned as standing

L.

we re-crossed the Ganges, in order w be pre«
sent at the Hudjepore fair, so called from a vils

onl'a’ promontory at the junction of the xivers
Ganges, and Gunduk, forming at: this time ' the
gayest scene *imaginable. . The: surrounding

scenety is very beautiful, being a continuation

of woods along the bank of either river. Those
who preferred living in their boats, sheltered by

the spreading branches of luxuriant trees, made
thes fast to the shelving bank.. On the present

_ oecasion, many were gaily decked with flags,

and formed a line of above a mile in length.
The noise of firing matchlocks, and the sounds
of native music, proved to our ears exceedingly
annoying. There is a fine race-course at this

place, which was well attended, and the gens

tlemen bad good sport. Instead of a ball as

and individual amusement, kept us here until

the:28th, when we all returned to. Danapore.: .

. On the 3rd of December we turned our faces

‘westward. Having before described the coun-

tty?batﬁéen Patna and Khanpore, 1 shall only
add, that we travelled it either on horseback or

they have in England, this was a dinner for ses
purate parties, provided by the saime traiewr;
iinder the trees. The business of the Committee,

inamopen carriage, and arrived there without



236
aceident on the 4th of January. Having passed
a few days with our friends, we commenced
our march towards Meerat by the way of Cho-
bipore; eaving Fuity Ghur upon our tight, and
passed a fort belonging to the Rajah of Zut-
 teah; before which Colonel Guthri¢, of the Coms
pany’s service, lost his life in 1804. (A lit~
tle farther, on the same road, braught us te a
place called Canoge, whete many curious coins
have bBeen dug up of as anciént date as Alexan-
der’s conquest, and with his name upon them :
how they came there has never been satisfacs
torily accounted for. The ruins are very exten~
sive; and the natives make a great profit from
tliese  coins,. They manufacture and dye red
muslin for. turbans in.a superiox. manner.at Ca-.
*‘iwgm T also ﬂarse cloths, checked muslins, rose
I obsewed alsa g\

dumng opium whwh they obtam by makmg an
incision into the round part of the POPPY> just / J
below the flower. This is generally done in the’
evening, and before morning a sufficient, quan-
tity of opium exudes to take off. It appears
like @ eclear dark gum, which hardens by ol
pmune ito the air. ‘

«/Our route from hence lay through ravines. fw )
nearly fourteen miles. = Searcely could a space
be found large enough te pitch eur tents upon.
We were much disturbed at night by whplves,

o .
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Next morning's march brought us:near: m a
foruﬁed., place, reported to be the haunt of ban-
“ditti,  Our guide, by way of encouragementy
informed us that'a few days before a gentleman:
was robbed here, and two of his servants putito
death.’ We had, however, the good fortune to
pass the night unmolested, and proceeded as
usual on the following day. A dreary road, oven
a bleak and sandy plain, much cut up by heavy
loads, ‘appeared before us. The wind blew ex~
ceedingly cold; and, to add to my discomfort,
when ‘about the centre of this dreary wild, one
of the springs of our carriage snapped. = Behold
me, thén, standing the picture of misery, shis
vering with cold, and sharply pressed by hun-
ger, (for -we had not yet breakfasted,) while
they bound up, as well as cxrcumstances wm)ld
pérm«lt the untlmely fractum. ;

\_ socold;
six' miles on.horsehack the carmge'was, con-
sequently sent forward by one of the grooms;
" who havmg by some chance ‘et go the reins,
W
aspirited Arab mare, being in ‘the shafts, set
" off ‘at speed, overturned the gig, and almost
killed the man.. We received. a present to-day




from the Rajah of a wild: ‘hog! that " he had jist

killed ; dressed some of it'for dinner, and found

it excellent; resembling both in appeararice ‘and
flavour the most delicate veal.  From hence we

teached Sarseney to breakfast; which place hav-
- ing described in 'my" journey from Secundra t6
Hurdoar; T shall ‘here pass ‘over; suffice it to
say, that the town appeared more ﬂourlshmo'
than at that period, and the fort exhibited more
evident marks of decay. 'Its former: Rajah, Ba-
gdin Sing, was so attached to the plade from its
having descended to him through a long liné'of
ancestry; that he offered' Government a' large
sum of money for the re- possession of it but
prudence forbids their acquiescence. ' He is ‘one
of those who are not to be trusted.
-t/ After marching the three successive diys with
little' variation to the scene, and no remarkable
incidents, ' we arrived near the fort of Mala
Ghur, the residence of Bahadar Khan, (a quiet,
civil ally of the English Government,) and en-
camped close to his garden. ' Bahadar ' Khan
‘himself was absent; but his brotlier, who lives
with him, ‘paid us a complimentary visit-with a
present of fruit and vegetabley, and in the even-
- ing'we 'walked with him over'the gardens:
i1 The next morning we 'drove through a bt
fuliicountry, over a fine 'hard road for ‘about
twelve miles, to Galowty, a village surrounded
by clumps of ‘trees jand green fields. - ‘D..mﬁg

S1.



238

S

this ride over a fine' apen plain, we started @

herd of antelopes, which the dogs we had with
us pursued for about half an hour full in our
view, and afforded excellent sport. The ante-
“lopes at length eluded them by darting into a
. thicket. They are the most elegant animals in
shape, as well as action, that I ever beheld.
. The first four miles from Galowty led through
fields of grain, chiefly barley; after which we
entered a dock jungle that was extremely difficult
to drive through on account of the stumps. This
‘continued all the way to Hauper. :

- Huuper is a large town, situated on an emi-
nence, with a brick wall all round it. Itis a
station for invalided Seapoys of the Mussulman

persuasion, and a very refractory set they are.

"Pheir chief employment is drinking bang, (a spi-
rituous liguor extracted from an herb somewhat
resembling mint,) and smoking. An officer re-
sides on the gpot, but he cannot keep them out
of migchief: they are always inclined to be in-
soleat to strangers, and sometimes have been
known to plunder them. Many fine large groves
of the mango tree appeared about this place.

. From Hauper wie proceeded still through a
dock jungle to Ker Koondah, a village as inhos-
pitahle as covld be well imagined, and one in
which little was to be got, and much appre-
hended. We did not howevyer retire to rest un-

til & very late hour, and kept the sentries upon
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caped th«@ s
(tme loss of thﬁw promty,) ami armmd saf#l}' m

. Thus ended our trip from Agra 0, E@m’ fmé
fmm LPoosa to Meerat, a journey of sixteen huns
dred miles, performed chiefly in an open car-
viage.,  As it may perhaps amuse those who have
not heen in India, I annex a list of wr esmh&mhv
ment for the march, , A
 Two palankeens,
Twenty-four bearers, Sl o
One sirdah, or head bearer,, Qnd his asmﬁamt
Two elephants with their. drivers, ,md, t,WO
attenda,nts One of these carried a tent.,
_,‘Qn‘;mﬁvg;gy. il s e Gust
Eight harses.. . o ahiuais oo aiediael
. Eight grooms. &
Eight grass cutters fg)r th.e lwmq& \,Lm it
2 mot he.amiss.to mention, that the horses.do
_ not eat hay as in England, but, m fibrous yeots

ot grass well beaten, which requires a.man for
" each horse to cut and prepare,.. These vopts,.
‘wvetch,) Q%ﬁ%uﬁmﬁhe.w.,.

““and grain, (a ki
- “"food of a horse in Indlg;w R
s 0!1& coachman ! s
Sxx clashles, or men to pxtch Ms, & i
Three tents, with two poles in gach, M dgu-
ble. Wﬂ-ﬂ&- the space between the walls a, pas-
sage of about five, ﬁaﬁ all round, m:,@ tents

QL
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are Wenty feet between the poles, about sixteen
 feet wide, and five-and-twenty feet high. Some
of them have boarded floors and glass doors
 but this is only in a standing encampment. They
tire lined throughout with chintz, carpeted, and
- have branch hghts for candles ﬁxed agamst the
pe)les.‘ ! ~
’If‘wenty coolxeSw—»(people froni the bazaar, at
so much: per diem, to carry furniture for the
tents, which is all transported upon their heads )
 One washerman and his family. ‘
One baker and his assistant.
.1 One khansomer,’ or house steward.
1/ Two footmen, or waiters.
Two- tailors. .
One masalgie, to clean knives and carry the
lanthorn, go of errands, &c.
Two women servants.
'« One cook and assistant.
0.1One sweeper to each tent.
i Seventy sheep. i ‘ i
i Thirty-five goats. L
+.Pwo shepherds. ' - | i
¢ Nine camels. .
Three camel drivers.
Fourteen bullocks.
Fuxe waggons.
-1 Seven drivers. '
-« Pwenty-four fowls, forty ducks, twelve geese,
twa'«m rabbits, twelve turkeys. '



+ Two men to take care of the poultry. '
~ Besides the families of all these servants, with
their horses, bullocks, and attendants, which
may be computed upon an average of three to
one. o | T
As it is customary for every individual to
draw water for himself from the wells, each of
them are supplied with a brass pot, called a
lota: it contains about a quart, and is shaped
like two-thirds of a globe, with a rim round the
top. Round this they tie a strong whip-cord,
about the common depth of a well; and when
travelling, each man fastens his /ota round his
waist; for they are much too cleanly to drmk‘.
after one another. bl o

© Link-boys and guides are: procured at every
v111age so indeed are coolies, should more be
required on the journey. These are relieved
_ at the next village by others, and so on. Tti is
- also customary to apply to the head man of that
village to furnish a guard for the night, which
guard is paid and discharged in the morning,
except a robbery is perpetrated during’the
night, and then (unless by dakoity, as they are
called) the man who furnishet the guard is an-
swerable. He also presents a kid, or a couple
of fowls to you, on your arrival.

- We had not been long at Meerat before a

party was proposed to go tiger hunting. As I
had never witnessed the sport, I was prevalled
)y R !

G
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upon to join them. Having procured five or six
elephants that had been properly trained, some
rifle ‘and double-barrelled guns, &e. &c. the
‘mext morning at day-break we sallied forth.
A native chief, with his hundred horsemen, and
a numerous suite of attendants with spears and
matchlocks, joined us. One of the boldest ele-
phants was selected for me, as being the safest.
A timid elephant, on these occasions, is consi-
dered dang'erbus,n because when alarmed  he
starts off, regardless of any impediment that
may lie in the way, frequently running under
trees, ~and always making violent efforts o
get quit of his load. It however not unfre-
quently happens that the means we think most
likely to secure our safety, prove the cause of
our destruction; so it had nearly happened to
The elephant on which 7 was mounted,
having by some chance got before the others in
the jungle, smelt the tiger first, and instantly
twisting his trunk round a bush that was before
him, began tearing it up with all his might,
roaring horribly all the time, when, to my utter
dismay, up rose an enormous tiger. The party
were there almost at the same instant. The ti-
ger, alarmed (as they supposed) by the clatter
- of so many horses, probably aroused from sleep,
made no resistance, but slunk off into a thicker
covert. Nothing, however, could induce my
elephant to move,. as long as a single stem re-
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mained of the bush he had been erouched under,
so that the party all pursued him, ‘leaving me
behind. T ecannot say that I was much distarbed
at the circumstance, for having seen a tiger
~ alive, and in a wild state; T was satisfied’ and
after seeing’ him swim a small nullah, with his
pursuers closely following, I returned’ quictly
home. In a few hours the gentlemen eame

back. - The tiger had shown wonderful sport,

and had erossed another stream. ‘At length, finid-
ing himself still closely pursued, heé turned,
made a spring upon one of the elephants; and
for some moments hung by hig fore-paws onf’ thée
lower frame of the howdah. The gentleman
who was on it immediately pointed' his gun o
the throat of the animal, which took effect’ he
let go his hold, when a volley from the party
despatched him. He was a beautiful beast,
stood nearly five feet high, with paws and legs
beyond proportion large. It was supposed that,
being gorged with food, he was asleep wher i
elephant roused him, and too lazy until enraged
16 offer battle. " The claws of these animals' a¥e
said to be poisonous; but I rather think the fa-
tality lies in the jagged wound they inflict, which
tearing away not only flesh, but sinews, is sel-

dom known to heal, and generally proves fatal.

The next day I witnessed a sport of a different
kind, being perfectly harmless, and I believe
perfectly innocent. A number of young ifin-

R 2
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doo girls, apparently about the age of six or
seven years, most gaily dressed with scarlet
muslin veils, &c. assembled round a pond. They
were accompanied by a crowd of middle-aged
women, whom I concluded to be their mothers,
followed by a number of boys. On a signal from
the women, these girls threw (each of them)) some-
thing into the water; when the boys instantly
plunged in, with sticks in their hands, and be-
gan battering most furiously what L now disco-
“vered to be dolls grotesquely dressed for the oc-
casion. The girls it appeared, upon inguiry,
being now of an age to be betrothed, the present
ceremony denoted that they voluntarily threw
~away childish things, exemplifying that saying
“of St. Paul’s, ¢ When I was a man, I put away
chﬂdlsh things,” &c. As it:was considered an
ill omen if the doll did not immediately sink,
the greatest anxiety was manifest in the counte-
nance of each interested spectator; the boys
meantime continuing to splash and halloo as
long as any remained above water; after which,

making their salaams to the pond they all qm—
etly retired.



CHAPTER XV.

Ix the month of April in the following year, the
commissioners were directed to make a further
settlement of the Bareilly district. For this pur-
pose they proceeded towards Jehanabad, near
Pilibete ; and we joined them there, crossing the
Ganges at Ghurmoktasir Ghaut, about forty miles
from Meerat: Onlanding at the village of Zigree,
our dismay may be imagined, to find that there
was noroad fora carriage. Unfortunately, wehad
not brought any other conveyance : it was neces-
sary therefore to make the attempt. After many
hair-breadth escapes, (passing through a deep
sand, covered with thorny brambles, without the
slightest trace of human footsteps,) this was at
length effected, and we reached the village of
Shawpore. Here it was discovered that the wa-
ter was so bad as not to be drinkable; and our
people had neglected to bring any, prepared,
as it generally is, either by a preparation of
charcoal, or through a filtering stone; so that
we were obliged to send six miles back to the
Ganges in order to fetch some, and then wait
two or three hours until it was purified. AsI
said before, patience is a great virtue, particu-
larly in India! | e
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. We commenced our march the next morning
as usual, about day-break, and soon crossed a
stone bridge of considerable length, built across
a morass. The vestiges of magnificence were
perceptible in this structure; but time had
proved a serious enemy-—the pavement was
much broken, and the parapet with its costly
/i, ornaments fallen away in large fragments. From
kWa‘L‘f | this place to Amrooah, which is about twenty
| miles, we traversed an open country much re-
i ;sémbhng Bagshot heath, and saw several herd
l of antelopee Near this town are some very an-
cient Hindoo buildings, well worth the attention
\ of an anfifuary. _This place is gelebrated for a
delicate kind of ware, like that mventwawgr g
\ thar brou&ht to perfectlon, by Mr W edgewuud

.....

ahm tands, &e. 9hxeﬂy whlte
raised figt pes, from Grecﬁﬁ“ and an-
L __gient hlgt%y ~and. § ﬂowers, on a hgl;t grey or
axqumte lilac ground.
From Amrosak we crossed a sandy pla,m of
f@un miles long, without a hut, or even a shrub

~ of any description to be seen. In general, these
~sandy plains are almost covered with wild me-
lons; so kindly does Providence watch over the
‘traveller, and those who seek their livelihood
from atur' In this climate melons are par‘ucu-
larly gratefnl and conducive to health; not

only the yellow salid melon, but the lafge green
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water melons, flourish abundantly in this arid
and uncultivated soil. .
+This sandy plain conducted us into a vﬂe road,

thh ruts so deep that the carriage was conti-
nually in danger of being overturned; and we
 were several times under the necessity of quit-
ting it, in order to have it extricated. This un-
pleasant kind of travelling fortunately did not
continue long—we had soon the pleasure of find-
ing ourselves upon a fine hard down, with oc-
casional clumps of trees. Our tents were pitched
near a village called Palkburrah. The scene in
front of us presented the cheering prospect of
*valleys filled with wavy corn.” In the cool of
the evening, while sitting at the door of the
tent, a man, .apparently in the situation of a
farmer, came up to me, and respectfully making
his salaam, entreated me to give him some me-
dicine for his wife, who he informed me was ex-~
tremely ill. I replied, that I was afraid of admi-
pistering without seeing the patient; and asked
if he could conduct me to her.. With concern 1
~ learned that she lived seven miles off, and in a

‘contrary direction to the road we were travel-

ling. I then inquired if there were no Brahmin
in his village who understood the properties of

‘medicine? Yes, he said, there was, and she

‘hﬁdﬂ consulted him ; but had latterly got consi-
~derably worse, and had now no faith in his pre-
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seriptions. She had heard, he said, of our arrival
there in the morning, and believing' that the
English knew every thing, she had requested
him to come for our advice. I again repeated
that it: was impossible to prescribe with any
prospect of success, unless I could see the pa-
~ tient. He said, if she thought herself equal to

the journey, he would bring her into Moradabad |

next day, whither we also intended to go. 1 told
him if he could accomplish that, T would consult
~one of our English physicians, who knew a great
deal more about the matter than I did, and 1
was convinced would do every thing in his power
for her. With this arrangement he appeared
perfectly satisfied, and took his leave. .1 con-
fess that I thought it very improbable we should
hear any thing more of them; but, to my sur-
prise; this poor woman was at Moradabad before
us. She was sitting on the cart that had con-
veyed her thither. A faint smile illumined her
pallid ' countenance as I approached her: she
"thanked me a thousand times for my condescen-
sion ; (as she termed it;) expressed the greatest
veliance on the English, who she seemed to think
‘could do any thing they wished; and said she
was sure she should soon: get better now.: It
“ went to my heart to hear her talk so; for her
complaiiit was a confirmed dropsy, occasioned
by poorness of blood. She was reduced, poor

&
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creature, dlmost to a skeleton, We immediately
sent for the surgeon of the battalion, who was
kind enough to receive her under his care, and
promised to pay her case particular attention.
Alas! assistance came too late—she survived
only a month longer; but during that period I
had the satisfaction of knowing that she had
every possible attention paid her, and every
thing done that could be to relieve her. I con+
fess I felt deeply interested for this stranger;
and my only consolation arose from the reflec-
tion, that I had done all in my power to save
her. | She was not more than two or three-and-
twenty years of age. Qur remedies often act
with wonderful success upon these Hindoos,
-whose mode of living is so temperate, and their
blood so pure, that you have only the complaint
itself to combat. The constitution is naturally
good ; and if they have fever, it is soon cons
quered; besides which, they will take wine, or
any thing, if given in the shape of medicine. A
Mussulman, on the contrary, is so afraid of
disobeying ‘‘ the Prophet,” that he would ra-
ther die than take any thing that is prescribed
by the Koraan : an instance cf the kind occurred

6L,

in our own family. We were once travelling,

when: both Hindoo and Mussulmen servants
were attacked by bilious fevers: the”Hindoos
were all restored to health by a few grains of ca-
lomel, with a dose or two of Epsom saltﬁ and
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drinking plentifully of conjy*; wherbas several
of the Mussulmen died, because they did not
know the preparation of calomel, and therefore
would not take it.

. dmmediately on quitting Mo adabad we forded
4 parrow stream, with a steep bank on either
side, and crossed the river Ram Gonga. The
bed of sand between these two streams is the
deepest I ever passed : we were obliged to quit
the carriage; and even then, the horse could
gearcely drag it through. This sand extended
nearly two miles; after which we came into a
road so completely cut up by carriages of bur-

then, that a foot pace was all we could aspire

to. 1 think I never was more tired of an expe-’

dition thaiu of ours this morning. A little far-
ther on we descried a stone bridge of one arch,

over a rapid stream, so terrific in appearance
from its immense beight, that had it been prac-
ticable, I should have preferred wading through

- the water to passing over it. The road was
paved with flat stones, and rose nearly perpen-

dicular to the centre of the bridge, from whence
the descent was equally abrupt; neither had it

the smallest parapet or railing on either side.

It really required great firmness of nerve to ven-~

ture cvszr‘ in a carriage. After considerable fa-

~ * Conjy is rice boiled in water until dissolved, and takeu in
a liguil state.
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tigne we reached a village called Moorah, wheve
our  tents were pitched in a beautiful grove of

L,

mango trees, laden with green fruit. It was

now the latter end of April. The fruit was then
about the size of young apricots: they are de-
~ licious in tarts, and emit a most grateful odour.
 From hence we travelled over an open coun-
try, with innumerable small hamlets, to Kamore
de Morah, a village belonging to the Nawaab of
Rampoor. Our supplies at this place were scan-
ty; but they were cheerfully furnished, which
is not often the case in villages that belong to
native chiefs. This country is much intersected
by streams, some of which we forded, and over
others: found' a rude kind of stone bridge, in
many cases quite dangerous to pass. The e¢li-
mate is many degrees cooler in the Moradabad
district than at Meerat. I found the nights at
this season really cold. ‘ el o
11'We now travelled with cultivation on' either
side for seventeen miles, and encamped in a
large grove composed of different sorts of trees
+~a 'thing very unusual in India, as they gene-
rally plant each sort separate. This variety of
foliage may ‘perhaps accomit for the different

sorts of birds assembled in it, all straining their

melodious throats at once. Of a ‘grk?yé_com4
posed of the mango only, the dove, and a small

delicate creature called the mango bird, seem to

claim exclusive possession, while tamarin¢ trees
j ;
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! are eovered by paroquets,  The country here is
very beautiful, being every where diversified by
oo fields of corn, villages peeping through luxuriant
groves, and rich pasture lands ; but the roads so
miserably bad that we expected the carriage
every minute to overturn. B
- Halting at a village named Ourourie, near
which runs a fine clear stream, we caught fish
{ in abundance, particularly that named the roe,
and found it by no means inferior to the cod-
fish we eat in England. i
. From Ourourie we travelled over a plain, and
were, often delayed by being obliged to ‘cross
nullahs, whose banks were steep and ruggedy
] we consequently performed this stage on an elé-
| phant, leaving the gig to be led slowly after us;
| The sagacity of the elephant is so great, that he
always feels with one paw whether the ground
will bear his weight before he trusts himself
upon it; indeed I have heard it asserted, that
they have even the power to smell the nature of
~ the soil, and judge from thence whether it is
firm or not. . I haye seen many instances myself
of sagacity in these animals, but never any that
struck me more forcibly than what daily oc-
curred on this march. It is customary to feed
elephants on cakes made of the coarser particles
of wheal, after the flour has been separated
from_i‘;t., This is called o/ta, eaten also by the
natives as bread, and sold in every bazaar;

©
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When our elephant arrived at her ground, after
having (as usual) fastened her fore legs to a
wooden peg fixed in the earth for that purpoese,
the mahowat, her driver, usually went away to
purchase otta * ; upon which occasions he placed
a child of his own, about two years of age, on a
little straw between the elephant’s legs, charg-
ing her to take care of the child until his return.
Strange as it may appear, itis no less true, that so
careful was the animal of her young charge, that
during the father’s absence, no one dared to ap-
proach her, not even a dog. + On the man’s re-
turn from the bazaar he loosed her feet, and
mounted upon the neck, in order to take her to
the river to drink and bathe, (which latter they
delight in,) desiring her at the same time to give
him the child. . This she immediately did, by
cautiously winding her trunk round the child’s
waist, and lifting him up within the father’s
‘zeach. I have seen the same elephant take; a
- piece of the cake that lay before her, and plaoe
it gently in the child’s lap.

. After travelling over as vile a load as. could
]p.aumet with, we reached the Jehanabad. ' This
is a large town in the vicinity of Pilibete, where
the commissioners having business, we remained
for more than two months, In order to protect
G 'Otta, and the leaves of the péeple tree, are the usual food

of elephants, who tear off large branches wnh their trunks, and
load themselves. | i
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ourselves from the heat of the sun, (at this time
execessive,) thatched roofs, supported on pillars
of wood, were erected over our tents, which an-
swered the purpose admirably. The party con-
sisted of nine, myself and Mrs. ——, the only
ladies. We found a kind of shed, sufficiently
large to accommodate us all as a dining-room,
and it was fitted up accordingly.” We assembled
about six in the evening, took a short ride be:
fore dinner, and passed our time delightfully.
Being situated upon an eminence, owr saloon
commanded an extensive prospect. Immediately
round us was a fine pasture land, ornamented
by a'number of small coppices, which gave it
quite an English appearance; and beyond that)
a diversity of hill and dale, extremely grateful
to the eye. Going out one evening earlier than
usual, we espied a man seated on a square of
ground, measuring about six feet across, (a littfe
raised, ) surrounded by a fire made of a kind of
. peat, and himself besmeared, head and all, with
ashes. A more deplorable object I never be-
held. WUpon inquiry, we found that he sat thus,
with his legs doubled under him, and his head

33

bare, from sun-risé to sun-set, in pursuance of .

‘awow; that he was a Brahmin, and this a vo-
lantary penance—and a dreadful penance it must

have beén, for the fire was within his reach all .

thesway round, and he kept constantly reple-
nishing it. No one but a Hindoo, or.one of Don
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Juan's friends, could have supported it. I do

really think that he must have washed himself
with something, and so become fire<proof;
otherwise, with the heat of the sun and ﬁre to-

- gether, he must surely have been melted;

perhaps his safety lay in having nothmg to melt,
for he was literally only skin and bone.

- During our residence at this place we were
viﬁited by two gentlemen, who told us that they
had been on a shooting party for about'a month;
and in that time had killed four-and-twenty ti-
gers, one'wild elephant, two wild buffaloes, and
two bears. ' The skins of the latter were so fing;
that I prevailed on them to spare one to me for
mmmmgs ‘ : R

This place, 80" mwtmg to walk in, was ex-
tmmely dangerous on account of snakes, ‘centi=
pedes, and scorpions, with all which it abounds:
Our servants complained also of the water;
which they said was bad tasted, and unwhole:
some. It certainly had somewhat of an earthy
flavour ; but it was of little consequence to us=s
first, because we took the precaution to qualify
it; and, secondly, that we had brought a geod

~supply with us, and never drank any that had

not been filtered or purified by a proportion of
charcoal and alum. = A much more serious ob-

jection to us, was, that the place was subject to

blasts of mephitic vapour. = One of these, rising
from the valley, passed through the rosm in
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wihich we were sitting after dinner. 'There wete
‘at that time only six persons: round the table—
two on-each side, and one at each end. Fhe
" current of air of which 1 am speaking, was so
partial as to affect only the gentleman and my-
self who sat on that side of the table. We were
seized at the same moment by violent pain across

the eyes, a: sensation of extreme tension, and

theobbing of the temples ; giddiness, and sick-
ness at the stomach. Nor were we free from
acute pain in the head, for some hours after:
The natives of Jehanabad seemed to feel a great
dread of these visitations, by which, they told
us, many had lost their: lives ; and we were:
given to understand, that they thought: Mr:
—=—and myself must either be angels or.diables!
not to have suffered more, = A few nights . after
this catastrophe, a band of desperate fellows ats
' tacked avillage near, inwhich part of our retinue
had taken up their abode : falling on its sleeping
inhabitants, sword in hand, they-plundered and
cut:down all who had the courage to oppase
them.  Our gentlemen, on hearing the tamult;

ran with pistols to the spot, but too late tosave .
the lives of many. * Three servants of the partyy:
besides a number of women and children, had

: “akveav‘dy, fallen a sacrifice to these barbarians:
- One. pook little infant was cut to pieces inits.
mother’s arms. «Unfortunately, no: prisoners
were made; for hearing Furopean voiees, they

i
‘mw"‘"“"a’



287

nﬂmedmtely decamped, while the d&rlmessr of
the night favoured their escape. |

‘Being so near it, I took the opportunity tm
visit Pilibete, which appears to have been a place
of some consequence. It is surrounded by a
high brick wall, defended by ponderous gates.
At the entrance of the town stands a handsome
tint memory of Hafiz Ramut.
“The scite of this mosque is a square of consi-

derable extent at each corner of which is a so~

lid minaret. Ascending a flight of steps suffi-
ciently broad to'give a justidea of the magnifi-

cenit interior, we passed under an arched gate-

way into a spacious court paved with grey mar-
ble, having arcades of the same on either side.
The central building was a solid square, entered
by three arches from the front, surmounted by
demes, with a small minaret at either corner.
‘The inside of these domes are elegantly and
tastefully painted to represent various flowers
in their richest and most brilliant tints. A mul-
lick, whom we met in the town, gave us much
intelligence respecting the place; and in the
‘course of conversation I learned how the village
apothecaries are remunerated for atiendance on
the poor. The head man of each village con-
‘tracts with any . Brahmm skilled: in the use of

e i

. dmgs, to pay | him eight annas (whmh the half
of a rupee) a year, for as many vﬂlag’es as are
under his controul; and this mullick assured me

o

40



s MWWMW“WWWWW«WWMﬂmwwwmmmw»

@

2568 :
‘that a nattvephyslman,*(hakwg as they are
called,) then residing at Pilibete, by this mode
alone redlized a regular income of a hundred: nd
fifty rupees per anntum. o ol e ‘
. The tow

n of Pilibete is cel‘ehratgd for the ma~
: rse ki d of loth, made

_'swhich, buildings are faced to represe
and sol complete is the.deception

s

‘even the

“foiich scarcely convinces the inquirer that.itis
not marblé.  This district is full of wild ele-
phants; numbers of them are caught annually
invpits: dug for that purpose. . We saw a large
male elephant brought in: between two. decoy
‘ones, which are always females. They preserve
thieir ascendancy by pushing him with great
“violence from one to the other, until the poor
animal is so bewildered that he does not know
which' way to turn; and so becomes an easy
et s et e oase sl el it
1 Pilibete is also a great mart for timber,.which
Teady sale at Bareilly. This accounts
| for 'the roads from hence to that city being so
& dreadfully cut up. ' They appear to cultivate
_rice and pa u.at the foot of these hills, where
{ the: ground is occasionally overflowed.  The
{ i@;gymgldwsxﬁ;ﬂmmd&wmd@,;.Wi*ﬁq,;.s.g”;g:mtrwxﬁdi»
\ mary, tha cannot avoid mentioning it.. The

§
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in the Ianguage of the country, is termed poddy,
=it has, in the course of time, been converted
into the word paddy, by which these fields are
now almost as generally known as by their
original name of dakn. « Many subversions; of
the same kind have crept into the oriental lany
guagﬂs *wmch often occasmn luchcmus mxs~
saboday ol ol ' ; %
ik cxbsewed here A few patohe% of the bamboo
plam, which proved the springy nature of the
soil. . There is a noble dock-yard at this.place,
in which they were at this time building some
trading vessels of large dimensions; ‘while:an
immense number of peeple also found employ-
ment in the repair of a magnificent bridge of
ancient structure, across the river Ram Gmwga&
whxchirums through the heart of the town. ./
. About the middle of June we returned to Ba-
eilly, and remained in a good bungalow until
the 17th of July.: This was the hottest season
that had been known for years.  The rain, which
usually begins to fall about ‘the 20th of June,
did mot commence until the 7th of July, and
then it eame down in torrents.  Our party now
~separated—the commissioners for their vesidence
‘at Putty Ghur; and we, to return to Meerat. The
Jeavy rain that had fallen rendered the ropd se

5.2
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slippery, that at one place the poor horse whicl
drew the gig was fairly tripped up; and lay for
- some seconds on his side, so much alarmed,
that although a fine high-spirited Arab, he had
not courage to move from this perilous situation;
and was onlyrelieved by being completely unhar-
nessed. We had fortunately several attendants
mear, who dragged the carriage for about fifty
yards into a more even road, which gave the
horse time to recover himself, for he trembled
like a human being. ~ This incident delayed us
so much, thatit was near two o'clock in the day
before we' reached our tents at Sickerry, After
being so long exposed to a scorching sun, I was
delighted to see that they had pitched these
tents under the shade of lofty trees by the side
of a large pond. ' So cool and refreshing wasit,
that I thought with regret on the prospect of
quitting it so soon, How many circumstances,
trivial in themselves, serve to convince us that
we know not what is best for us. About four
‘o'clock the clouds foreboded an approaching
storm; loud thunder rolled; the vivid lightning
flashed ; the angry waters would not be re-
strained-they burst their bounds, and in an
~instant' our tent was overflowed. No, remedy
" appeared but patience. 1 felt thankful that it
.happenaﬁ before it grew dark, for the night
multiplies all horrors ; indeed I have observed,
‘that jn every misfortune some consolation may
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be derived, if persons would take the trouble
to seek it; and I consoled myself also by think-
ing that it was too violent to last long~+se,
‘seating myself on a sofa @ la Turke, 1 quietly
awaited the event. . The storm abated in about
an hour; but the atmosphere still retained so

Q.

‘much hamidity, that I awoke in the night with

most excruciating pain in one of my ancles ; and
on attempting to rise next morning, I had the
mortification to find that I could not stand-—in-
‘deed, that I had nearly lost the use of my limbs.
‘With some difficulty I was placed in my palan-
keen, and (as much by water as by land, for the
whole country was overflowed) conveyed to our
next encampment. My palankeen was bore
the greatest part of the way upon the bearers’
heads, instead of their shoulders ; and the horse
‘on which my husband rode by the side of it,
swam with him in many places.. I consoled
-myself with the conviction of the bearers being

an amphibious kind of animal, who, if the wa-

.ter did not actually run into their mouths, wquld
paddle their way through. . , i
In the ramy season, ' unless .the Weather is
cloudy, it is:intensely hot;: and there is;some-
‘times a complete stagnation of air. The my-

“/riads of insects that swarmed around, were. suf-

‘rficient to tire the patience of Job himsalf; when,
to add to the miseries of this inauspicious jour-
‘ney, the bed and bedding came in comvletely

%
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drenched-—it had been deposited in & pool ‘of

water. ' Nor had' I'in my travelling baskets one

suit of dry linen.. Exposure to the sun, however,

soon extracted all moist particles, and rendered

: every thing as it was before. This is an advan-
tage in‘an eastern clime, which in Europe you
have not; but no remedy was at hand for my
swollen foot, which, without any appearance of
inflammation, had become exceedingly painful;
I'was eonsequently obliged to pursue ‘the jour~
ney in.my’ palankeén. This was net accom-
plished without sundry inconveniences: either
the torches were extinguished on a barren heath

- by a powerful gust of wind, or one of the torch
bearers was disabled by a thorn which had pe-
netrated his' foot; or, finally, the palankeen
bearers fell down on the brink of a lake, &e.
Once the two foremost men actually fell in; and
the palankeen came down upon the ground ; but
they s soon ‘shook themselves and rebumed thelr M
position. '

Thus, after penls by land and by water, we
at length reached Meerat; and 1 made up my
‘mind, that the rainy season was not the plea-
santest for travellérs. | A short time after our
_arrival there, the mhabltants were alarmed ‘by
“three separate shocks of an earthquake, which
continued a few seconds each. ' Tt commenced
by a nmse, as of heavy waggons travelling rd-
pidly on a 'paved road immediately under’ the
¢
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house; biras that were in cages, flapping their

wings, as if anxious to be free; doors opening,

 others shutting, without any person near them.
I happened to be passing from one room to ano-

ther, and was seized with such a sensation of

“giddiness in the head, and sickness at the sto-
mach, that I was obliged to hold by a door-
frame, still more unsteady than myself. In many
places the earth opened, and several small huts

were swallowed up; but, fortunately, the inha-

bitants had time to make their escape, and no
lives were lost that T heard of. All this time
the atmosphere was perfectly clear, and not a
breath of air was stirring.

L
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Havive experlenced both difficulty and delay,
from i Ignorance of this navigation, and the dif-
ferent species of accommodation that each sta-
tion offers to the voyager, the Author is led to
believe that a correct statement of these particu-
lars will not be unacceptable, particularly to
those who, newly arrived in Bengal may be un-
der the necessity to make the voyage. ‘

" On his arrival in Calcutta, a young man is
generally received into the house of some friend,
or person to whom he brings an introduction;
(a circumstance of great importance on his thus
‘%ttmg out in life ;) but should he come unpro-
vided with such recommendatlon he is reduced
to the necessity of resorting to a tavern; of
which, although there are several in Calcutta
they are not considered a respectable residence,
being for the most part dirty, unpleaqantly si-
tuated, extravagant in their charges, and fre-
quented chleﬂy by Europeans of the lowest
class

VIf in the chr s service, a young mar’s first
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step is to wait upon the brigade-major to ithe
King’s troops, (who resides in Fort William,)
and report the date of his arrival; from which
~day his pay and allowances commence. The
_ brigade-major furnishing him with a certificate
to this effect, kis recommendation will enable a
gentleman so applying to procure quarters in
the fort—a subaltern officer two rooms, a cap-
tain four; but as these apartments are not fur-
.mshed.,x such accommodafaon is only of use to
.those who are destined to remain there for some
time.

If he happen to be an oﬂ‘icer in the s.erv;ce Qf
the East. India Company, he should apply in a
Asxmllar manner to the town-major, who will fur-
nish him with the necessary certificates and in-
vstructmns He will perhaps learn from him that
he is posted to a regiment in the upper pro-
vinces of Hindostan, to which he is directed to
proceed by water, and that he will by proper
application get his boat expenses paid. The
mode of making this application, with the con-
sequent preparations for the voyage, it is my in-
tantion, in as clear a manner as possible, to point

- He must, in the first place, after haying
procured his certificate, repair to the auditor-
_general’s office, and produce it, stating the or-
ders he may have received, and requesting his
boat allowance to the place of his destination ;
the half of which will be immediately givenhim,

.
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nﬂd ‘authority to draw for the remamder at' a
stated period. : i
" There are but two kind of boats at the same
txme safe and commodious, and these are called,
the one a pinnace, (or small cutter,) the other
a budgerow. They are each drawn up the rtiver
by men called dandies, with another to guide the
helm, named a maunjic. They each contain a
bed-room at the stern, a sitting-room in the
centre, and an anti-room in front towards the
deck, the whole being surrounded by Venetian
blinds. They are hired at so many rupees a
‘month, ‘according to the number of oars: pin- |
vnaees, from one hundred and fifty to four hun- E

_ dred “and t twenty rupees a month ; budgerows,

va‘rm;xmmnety-seven to one hundred ‘and seventy«
“Baggage-boats to accon
‘from twenty-two to ninety-seven. FMWH!%W
""10 a budgerow carrymg sixteen oars, at Ione

'ﬂclent size to encouuter any Weamer, and 2 “the
'same time afford ample accommodatmn for ser-
_wants, provisions, &c.. . The best mode of pro-

‘curing these boats is by application to Messrs.

Barber and Co. at the Old Fort Ghaut, who

will also furnish hands to navigate them, and

‘become security for their not deserting, a cir-

cumstance by no means unusual on this voyage,
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which may perhaps be attributed to the custom
of advancing the half of their wages to them be-
fore they start, in order, as they allege, to'ena-
ble their families to procure subsistence during
théir absenice! Besides the security given by

S

Barber and Co.y T /should recommend that a .

clashes be engaged s a servant to keep guard
over; and expedite their movements on the voy-
age. This man will also ‘be found useful in pro-
edring supplies from the several bazaars én pas-
sant,  Some other preparations aré also neces-

sary, such-as poultry, a few fat sheep, a couple -

of 'milch goats, (whose milk in this country s
free from any ‘particular flavour, and in tealis
infinitely preferable to cow’s milk,) tea, sugar,

‘w‘quwﬁityvcf thard biscuits; bread, cheese, &e.

This latter article is not manufdctured in India,
but may be procured in the China Bazaar at
Calcutta, fresh from - England, at a moderate

_ price; sometimes even under prime cost. The
 pine-apple shape is the best for keeping ; and it

should be lkept in a common earthen jar, with a
~wet cloth tied over the mouth of it. 1 H )
. The voyage from Calcutta to Cawnpore is ge-
nerally considered *to 'occupy a space of three

* months ; to Futteh Ghur a week longer; and to

i@hur Moktasir Ghaut, near Meerat, twenty
idays more. / i gl e
- Embarking from Calentta during the months
«of March, April, or May, it will be:necessary



to surtounid the badgerew with tatties, or vbl%ngs,\;

made on a bambooe frame to fit the windows, €0~
vered with the fibrous roots of a sweet-scented
grass.called cus cus, which will last the voyage;
and by being watered from the top of the budge-
yow, render the apartments cool and.comforta-
ble.  Although these roots are firmly wove to-

gether, they by no means exclude the light.

Of an evening, after the sun is set, they are re-
moved entirely, and replaced in the morning.
The hot wind seldom blows so violently as. to
require them, except from about nine o’cloek in
the morning until sun-set: the hottest time is
from. twelve o'clock until five in-the afternoon.
The clashee will procure these: tatties; and is
the proper person to superintend the watering
them, &c. If you have palankeen bearers. on
board, they ought tb assist. e
. A, small book,  called Hadley's Grammar,
(which can be purchased at any bookseller’s in
Caleutta,) is also a necessary appepdagqﬁj;q‘.wgf
vent being imposed upon by the representation
of any servant who may speak a little English,
 and thereby gain an ascendancy over his master
to the prejudice of the rest.. These men are fre-

guently met with in Calcutta, and are always -

ready to serve a nmew comer; but they are ger
nerally people of low caste, and not. o be de-
R R e
. Leaving Calcutta with the tide, you gg?g;ally

\,

GL.

>
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rew@ﬂ a place ‘called Bally Nuggur' before it
fi turns, ‘unless indeed ' the wind' blows strong
_ against you. This place is inhabited entirely
" by natives. Here you cast anchor, and remain
until the  tide serves again and having passed
ish settlement of Siemmpore, the French

the Dani
oné of Chandanagore, artivé at that of the Dutch
called Chinsurah, where you encounter the se-
cond tide.  You may indeed, if you are fortu-
nate, reach a place called Banse Bareah, which
is two hours farther; but here nothing is pro-
c‘tlrable except provision for natives. The boats
| are moored ‘at sun-set, and unmoored at sun-
rise, it being dangé'rous oti account of shoals to
travel'after dark. “When you come too, for the
mght ‘(which it is adviseable on many accounts
to do before sun-set,) the ‘boatmen cook their
vmtuals which operation is performed on the
: y means of small stoves, formed from a
iOOmy Kind of ‘earth of which these banks ‘are
' comﬁbsed ‘Their cooking utensils are not ctim-
bersome : one large brass, or iron pot, serves to
oil rice for all of the same caste, while each
man' carries his brass platter, and lata, of' the
sa &,matenal to diink out of, i
1t is usual to start the boats at day—break
but they manage it so quxeﬂy as not to dxsturb
yoﬂr i‘epose. :
Sook Sangor is the next place, and is abouﬁt
aeveﬁ“hours from Banse Bareak ; from hence you
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may with edse reach Ballypore by sun-set.  Milk
~ may be proeured at all these villages, and some
kinds of vegetable; but no poultry or’ eggs, e
cept where Mussulmen reside. - /

Start at day-break next morning and in ezght
hours you reach Culna. From thencc to Mirza-
pore is five hours farther, where you had better
remain for the night, and may procure all sorts
~of provisions, This place contains many  Eun-
- ropeans, and is celebrated for the manufacture

of carpets, prmted «chintz, &c. Purchm& pmz-
Jahs here. taly

From Mzrzaparc to Nuddea]z is seven hqum,
frmn Nuddeah to the entrance of the Jalingy vi=
ver,ian hour and a half; from the Jalmgg to
&mzrt Gunge, three hours,

. From Stuart Gumge to a small vallag,e callad
‘Mﬁgxlapoamlz, six hours; and from thence to
Chandpoorah, six hours. This latter is a miseras
bly poor pldce ; it is therefore better to stop at
the! first good bank for legowing wupon after
quitting  Chandpoorak ; | of this, the mangy. ok
captain of the crew will inform youi Tt is als
ways, desirable to keep him in good humour,; by
attend;mg a httle to his advme, as on hnn de~
an@k cmnfurt; Qn thes voyage b

- From Chandpoorah to Augm Deep is te,n hour&
good pulling, oftencr twelve. The river between
these places winds so much, that it takes nearly.

o .



§L,

a day to arrive, where the distance in a wmht
Aine would not be above three miles. «. i
.. From Augur. Deep to Dewarvah G@mg@ is) mw
hours; from Dewamm (zramgq tg szwait ight
MR
Frmn mel; to Plaswy (nhza amm mf Lord
{E%m&s victory, over the . Bengalees, which, finst
gave ug footing in the country) is mine howrs.
This isia fine spm«tmgm@umry, buat: d»axsxgarous
onvaecount of tigers.. i andh - vl
~wProm Plassey to Satan Gunge i twe,lw Mum;
Satan Gunge to Rangamutty, four hours; Ranga-
oty to- Berhampore, eight houss., This is the
.nearest station to Calcutta which eontains: Eu-

_ ropean soldiers, except the artillery cantonment
«of Dum Dum ; but that is ten miles on the other
side Caleutta, and inland. . Benhampore contains
‘besidesia King’s. mglmmtuef infantry, one.or
“more battalions of seapoys, and is. famwnﬁ‘qx
sundry manufactures, which they bring: to the
“bmﬁs forsale s such as stockings, silk handker-
 ehiefs; &e. - There are, besides, two shops kept
by Englishmen, which are well supplied: with

~ articles from England of all description, sold: at
the average of a-rupeeifor 4 shilling. ' The of-
“ficers’ barracks are about two hundred yardsin-
land : they are handseme, and regularly built,
- forming-a’ Square, one side ‘of which fronts the
tiver. ' The bank on which: they stand is. high,
l;‘s@logmg, ‘and ’turfed ‘to’ the water’s edge, ‘with

274
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here and theve i flight of stone steps for the ac-

commodation of passengers. The parade runs
“along theedge of it. This station is commanded
by a general officer, to whora you are expected,
_ through his brlgade major, to report your ar-
rival, and ‘ask’ his orders; and in like manyer
- Teport pragress,as it is called, at every military
~ station upon the river, and also to the admta%ntr
of your regiment, wherever that may be. 11
- From. Berkampore, the city of Mmmlaeda&aaf is
a};ﬁ@w seven hours tracking, although by land
the distance is only seven miles.  The ‘river at
this placeis low at all seasons; and the numerous
‘boats degowed to-its banks contribiute to impede
the veyager. © The boat’s crew provide them-
selvés here, with rice for their voyage, it being
very plentifu) in this part; and the higher they:
proeeed upithe country, the more scaree, and
MﬁWeﬁt&y dearerit becomes.' | Sugar is: alsh,
emarkably cheap at Moorshedabad. . 1 o) wiloh
hua little beyond 'this city is the entrance Wﬁ‘
‘small river called the Kattaghan, which it is ad-
‘viseable to pass, and to fasten your boat ofi the
opposite 'side; the mhabzeants of Mmmdabad
wtw:xg‘fmmad for honesty. AR e

- From hence meﬁmmpvomm (a smﬁ vmags@) .
mm sax “hours ;' fmm Kwsenpoamk ta ﬁmgwm :

vy
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<o From Jungypoor to‘.S'omyyis;‘six hou;i‘s.a Faits
Mo Kusseinpoor six morye. y/ .
1 From Kusseinpoor to Mohun szge, nine ham‘s;
and from hence to the entrance of the Gangem
t»lmreﬂ W T LN £
+ Having now quitted the Baugkarctty or ﬁw«-
szmlmar river, you. pmceed by the left bank of
the Ganges, without seeing more. ‘than a fﬁW~
scattered huts, until sun-set. (o
. From hence to Radge Mahi is seven hours.
Here the ruin of a magnificent palace, formerly
belonging to the Rajah, may be seen ; and here,
everyday about noon, the postmen from East to
West meet, and exchange their despatches, which
affords the traveller an opportunity of communi-
cation either way. .Bread, vegetables, kxd,(whwh
isa/great delicacy in this, country,) fowls, eggs,
feuit, ;and. charcoal, are. found ‘here in  great
abundance.  The inhabitants sell also ‘marble
slabs to press paper, carved into various shapes.
This is almost the widest part of the river, and
in; the rainy season has the appearance of an

 ocean,

From Rddge Mahl to S&claerr_y Gulleg/ 18 fwupm
teen hours. This is a station for invalid SeaPOYS,

with'a small bungalow belonging to the superin-
te.ndmg officer of these establishments. This

part of the country abounds with beastsof prey.
Radge Mahl is the nearest approach that the ri
ver: make.s to that ridge of mountains which runs .
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ina mrth-West direction from Calcutta, aﬂd are
called the Radge Mahl hills.
“From hence you quickly pass the Qmall vﬂlage
of Saabad; and in two hours more that of Gunga
Pursaad.  Here it is adviseable to legow for the

night, as you will not find so good a place for

many miles. The finest honey in India is to be
procured here, and very cheap. From Guungu
Pursaad to Sickerry Gully is about fiveé hours’
~ tracking. Thisis a Hmdoo vﬂlage, and ndthmg
fo be got except milk. /
' 'The next village of 'any conséquence is Pier
Pomy, which you ought to reach in twelve hours.
From' Pier Ponty to Puttal Guttah'is a hard

day § pully but there is generally a breeze of

wind near the hills, which carries the fboat for-
wm‘d in opposition to the stream. |

' "The next place is Col Gong, which you may
: i‘%@h ‘about sun-set on the following day. Tt

contains & good bazaar, and the houses of sé-

vetal European officers of the Company’s ser-
vice who reside here upon their penslons, bemdies
one or two indigo planters. &
"Move forward at day-break the follong
‘mni‘mng, about ten o'clock’ you will pass a

nullak ; and at three reach the populfﬂus(%iﬂagieﬁ)

'of Bogglipore. This is a station for seapoys com-
manded by ' European officers; a judge, cok
lector, ‘&c. A peculiar description of cloth' is

‘manufactured here, which takes its name. from

Q.
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pore for the night. The Mst gham to l@gﬁwm>
is called Bibbee Gumge, '
©Qast off the boats at aﬂawbrmk und mwaw&xs
Wérﬁngxymwﬂlréaemhewlkage o{"GIwaChemgma
" About ten the next morning ‘you will pass'the
.ﬁngﬁzmx Rotk, about half-past one the Gurgut
Nudlah, and at sun-set find nothing but a’pateh
of sand to legow upon it is therefore. advise-
ablé to stop at the first good ground you ‘meet
wx*th ‘after passing the Nedlah. ' 7
\Phe next place is Pier Pahar, where the
Mam runs ‘so strong, that unless you have a
brecze to stem it, you will not reach. Monghir
until seven or eight at night. At Monghir are
some curious hot sprmgs, and many other things
worth seeing. - It is a large station for invalid
seapoys; commanded by a general officer. Birds
of beautiful plumage are offered for sale, but
timy will not live away from their native hills."
Pass the end of two nullahs, and come to a
village inhabited by senpoy penswners, rwm'
Soorage Gurrah.

‘From Soorage Gurrah to' Bareah, whxch i% 5.

Mol mad kgowmg plaee, may be done in abom
‘sewn hours.

- From ,Bamh to Deriapore (twenty Kons ft’om

Monghir ) will take the whole day: it is better

to legow before you arrive there, as a koss or

two beyond it, you will find nothing but sand.

the place. " 1tis adviseable to remain at Bogeli-
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&&?mrmbuughluw a ﬂmmm and ‘come too at
thevillage: of  Bar;iabout four koss farther,
where, as there are Mussulmﬁﬁ"‘”%hwmmm&t
_ many) atticles ‘of. consumption averprocursble.

Theowater aboutBar is: ahwllmw,« anda slwaw
~ rentrather strong. fganh e boand

. About six miles from Bar s an mdxgé; mﬁcwy

\Pass Bidapore..

»From Bar to Patna is fu&l twntyafour ﬂéu f:

«iFrom Patna to Dinapore abott eight hours,

A% Seerpoor, ‘a'little beyond Diviapore, ffh‘@‘i
boat’s crew lay in a stock of nce fm‘ th el
‘ mwihder ‘of the voyage. ' | g

. Pass the Soane Rwer, whlch i fanmus Fmi
‘mmlful pebbles and fine elear water, tb C’hé»
paigne, Wilton Gunge, and Chupmiz s

From Chuprak to Revel Gunge is three kbse
‘ am! ‘a half, a good legowing place.

 Puss the mouth of the Decwah Rlver, émd'
rewh Berhampore Ghaut by sun-set. ‘

Pass the village of Berreah;, and come (;(m fbt*’
the night at a small place on the nght abﬂut
two koss beyond it. e

© Abbut eleven o'clock the mext mmmng pass

: ‘Bml@aah, and reach the fort of Busar in the

_evening. At Buxar it is necessary ‘w wmt on
”tm ‘commanding officer. ! :

- Pass the Uaramamsa River to the v1llage of
, (”‘hawm g ‘ o
From Chowra you proceed to Arm,zporf, and

G,
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from ﬁmmpore to Ghazipore, which is a large e

litary station.  Report your a.rrwal to the com-
| mmdmg offlber.y o ity
. From Ghazipore you S0RhE6) Zemmdalz C}mr-
sapore, ‘and to an indigo factory at: Dmmpaarw,
in twelve hours.
 From Danapoora you may reach Sxdepoor in
seven hours ; to the end of the Goomty, (or wind-
ing rwer,) in two hours more; Kyfee, in one
‘hour; and Kataroury,in two hours.  This place
is a koss and a half (about three m;les) from
Bulwar Ghaut. -
Move next morning at six oclock you wxll
pass Bulwar Ghaut about nine; a small brick
town named Kylee, about two ; and reach Radge

Ghaut, at Benares, in the evening, in good tlme,

to legow. :
From Benares to opposite little Mumap@m
takes about three hours fair tracking; and to

the cantonment at Sultanpore, (or chutah Gal-‘

“cutta,) nine hours more. !

. From Sultanpore to the fort at Ckzmar, Six
‘hours

From Chunar to. Badmlak (on the othar s;.de
‘the. river,) ten hours,
from Badsulah to Kutckwab Gbaut six hours
- From Kutchwah Ghaut to Mirzapore, seven
hours. i

hour

)

From }l«[zrzapore to Jchamreerabad iy “‘threc;
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. From Jehangeerabad. to,, Bahaderpoorah, five

hoursinnd g halfe i g bl o
. From Bahaderpoorah to Charracoq
. From Charracoar to Diggah, (distant on
koss.in @ straight line from Mirzapor
hours. , ]
. From Diggah to Barraric, seven hours.,
.. From Barrarie to Tellah, four hours.
..From Zellah to Sersah, ten houts, . ... i
From Sersah to. Dumdumaye, three hours. /..
.. From Dumdumaye to Derah, twelve hours..
From Derah to the fort at Allahabad; seven ox
eight hours, if the wind is not against you, and
the water calm ; but the stream in this partis
very strong, and the river in many places very
shallow ; it is therefore adviseable to land: on the
Jumna side of the fort, and proceeding across
the, promontory in. a palankeen, . sending /the.
boats round to a place called  Taylor. Gunge,
which, will take them nearly a day to accom-
plish, At Allahabad supplies of every deserip-
tion. may be procured. = Here it is necessary to
wait upon the commanding officer in the fort, and
report your name, rank, and destination., .

. From Taylor Gunge to Ramohowdah, (ten koss
by land from Allahabad,) will take ten hours.
.. From:Ramohowdah to Jehanabad, three ‘hours,
_ From Jehanabad to Acbarpore, four hours.. i .
- From Acbarpore to Konkerabad, siz, hours and

a half, , L
x 4 Jana
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Frommebémbadwto Shm Md&&d iﬁuﬁhﬁﬁ%s

me hew i g ; il

 From Kurrak to Mwnmrhymre, thr%a haﬁi*% ’m@
ahalf. L

From Maﬂmckpore to Kcmﬂ Mggw’*', slx
hours

" From Kerah Nugger to Bunderpoor ‘one *hcxur
and a half. ‘

From Bunderpoor to Nobmta Ghamt ﬁv& hoﬁrs
and o half.

'From ' Nobusta to' 06‘]19"88‘, six hom*s and o
lmlf Ji! ‘

Wrom ‘Ochree to Dalmow the river is partmu-
larly ‘shallow, and abounds in quick-sands; it
is therefore almost impossible to say how long'
' budgerow will take tracking it, as the dandies
are obliged to walk the greatest part of the dis-
tance up to. their waists in water, and are fre-
queh’tly detained to push the boat off a sand-

bank. 'If no such impediment should m:cur;‘

the usual time is about eight hours.

‘From Dalmow you pass the villages of Kut-

terah, Glarassen, and ‘Singpore, on the left; while
‘on the tight stand those of Kosroopore, Hcyzpom
arfrd Adempore. Reach Rawaadpm from Da}maw
in twelve hours.

Rméaadp re to Bizar and Dorem‘a Kemir, in
seven hours ‘

6L



1 Doreal’ Kerakh to'Seoragepore, three hours,

. Sooragepore to Nuseeb Ghur, ten hours. At
the latter is a large brick hbuw built by Gene-
ral’ Martine, a' Frenchman. He had another
Mrgve house at'Lucknow, and a fine estate near
itiealled Lac Peery, which means a thousand
trees.  On this spot he erected a superb palace
and fomb: the latter he soon after oceupied.
He'was a man of low origin, great abilities, and
made immense sums of money by various’ spe-
culations.  He éame to India ‘an adventurer,
was formerly a general in the Mahratta service,
but latterly & general merchant.  His character
Was ‘most eccentric: he caused two centinels' of
wood, the height and size of men, dressed in the
uniform of a British artﬂleryman to be placed
on either side his tomb, where a lamp is kept
constantly burning. Hef has directed by his
will that the house at Lac Peery should be at the
sérvice of any European gentleman, ‘or lady; to
reside in for one month at a time, but'no longer.
It is in charge of ‘the officer commanding at
Lucknow. A large sum of money is als6 be-
queathed to his native city of Lyons, in France.
The origin of this man’s fortune is'said 6’ have
been collecting &e&d leaves, and sellmv lhehi to
the natives for fuel. | ;

' From Nusech Ghur to ]l[ddarpare seven hom'sr.
" Afadwpore to Juugemow, three houy's."

):»
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- Jaugemow to the east end of bamwpom, "ﬁve

; hcmrs.

- Cawnpore is the lurgest mﬂxtary atatxcm, aud

V dapﬁt in ‘the upper provinces, or indeed on this
side of India. 1t is six miles in extent, and con-

tains excellent accommodatwn for ten thOusand
troops. ’ : ; A

(3

« From Cawnpore to Betoor take& twelve haﬁm '

This place is a station for civilians, who manage

the revenue and judicial departments at Cawn-

pore, from which it is distant about twelve koss.
It is celebrated by the Hindoos as one of their
most ancient places of worship, and is therefore
resorted to, at particular seasons of the year, by
an immense concourse of people, who line the
banks of the Ganges for many miles. . 100
From Betoor to the village of Dyepore is about
twa]ve hours. ‘Here is'a bungalow and an m-
d:go factory. i, it
Dyepam to the entrance of the Ram Ganga xi-
jis twelve hours. e
. To Singerampore, twelve more. e
ﬁﬁ'mgemmpore to Futty Ghur, twelve. hﬂurs«-
that is, from sun-rise to sun-set. .
From Futty Ghur it is about twenty days
ing to Ghur Moktasir Ghaut, (the nearest
point at which a boat can approach Meerat)
Pass many small villages, but no place worthy
notice unt{i you reach the large bnck tawn of

Wi

o o~
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Kurrah, thout the sﬂccmd or' thn'd dray ﬁ*nm
Futty Ghur.
- Remember to lay in a stock’ of supphes for

one month before you leave Futty Ghur, as mo< -

thmg more canbe got until you arrive at Meerat.
From Kurrah, two or three hours bnngs you

to Sooragepore, a small Hindoo village, =
Sooragepore to Budrowlee, eight hours. This is

capital legowing ground, except that the banks

are low, and a number of alligators are generally

to be seen upon them ; a great variety of water-
fowl freq‘uent‘also this part of the river, particu-
larly wild geese, in such flights as often to darkm
the atmosphere. S
. From Budrowlee you pass an uninteresting
country to Qolye Ghaut, and from thence? s‘t'o‘»
Heronpore. i b
. From Heronpore to Kirkawara, near which
place much wheat is cultivated. pglns

Kzrkawam to Ram Ghaut, where there: is'a

superb palace built by the Rajak of Jyepoors

Hindoos flock here in great numbers at stated
periods of the year to make offerings tothe
Ganges, and perform  ablutions.. Ram Ghaut
was formerly the resort of Scindia and the: Mah-
ratta chiefs. The palace is built upon i rismy
ground, about a hundred yards from the shore:
it fronts the river—is surrounded by lofty trees.
‘At the bottom of the garden is a flight of stone
steps, upon an extensive scale, leading mto the




286

viver. The town. appeats: flourishing, tmdn is

built down to the water’s edge. |

/A, number of projecting banks mmdee the
pmm%s of the mmgam until he reaches Anop-
sheer, which is considered about: halef wny be-
tween Hutty Ghur and Meerat,

The shores now assume. a more plea,mng
prospect :  luxuriant pasture, with nmmwﬁus
herds of eattle feeding on it, relieves the eye;
anid the.adjacent country: ammwm;weu wooded:

. The: village of Ahar contains some good: brick
houses, and: a handsome Ghﬂut bw. tlw river
near it iswery shallow. o ok )

At Bussy Glusserat, the next plaee of amv* con-
sequence, t:hew m r&apxtal 1egmwmg~ gmfumﬁd

gmat mart for trade. R
4 /Fo Sukerah Telahsucceeds the: vﬂ}aga oﬁ P e,
where some Hindoo places of worship render
the:seene peeuliarly picturesque. The miost
striking, feature ‘is a 'spacious 'flight of stone
dteps, highly ormnamented, and shaded by trees
downa sloping bank to the water's edge. 1
Brom:this place to Ghur: Mok;asir' Gha
mwam)’m a day’s traehmg
o ideerat lies about fﬂrty malas mland Mm§@huw
ﬂ%mw Ghawt ‘ i
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i
3 ik o fy““v"‘«‘t“f’"‘.\v

O AR T R S RS L T
ADAPTED TO THE TOUR,

Clwrpzah—ma bedstead thhout posts or m&m
Conjy—rice boiled in water.
Cummerbund —a breadth of cloth round the'

lolne. : IO P

Dal— travellmg post w1th relays of bearers { b
Eakoztg/-—-—bandlttl. e i
ﬂem——rehglon, or light.
ﬁock-—a, shrub W1th large Ieaves and tﬁ

Lk

AEYA

mew m&ndmant prmt. enthar Mah@mﬁtan
mﬂmdno. i o TR
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Khan—a nobleman that olleets: the woyalives
ﬁvvenue,wand ralse% mlhtla reglments. L .

gold Pt
Koss—two thousand s1x hunﬁreﬂ'" ortl

‘ :%n'é!‘der. : § &
- natives. towandsuth%a, ;hat« ;@ mey wishstor
. pay you any partxcular compliment, th@yngaw,

mulhck o whxch 1s, £t You ‘are an

' gﬁe@ eanin "g“

Pice—a small copper coin, which differs in va-
lue under different governments. What they
call the pukkah pice, is about three half-
| pence English : three cutclzah pice go ‘to. one
pulcka/z. They have also some shells called
cowries, which pass for coin of a still inferior

“walite. From these also a very beautiful paste

"""is made, that is often put on the inner walls-
‘of apartments to imitate alabaster.

Punkaiz»—a fan made of the leaf of the Locoa-
nut tree, painted in gaudy colours; or any
machme that causes a circulation of air."

ol
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~th> wife of a Ra;ah

S’mlnm«—»an obmsance made by looking on the
‘ground, and ’émdhng the forelead with three
fingers of the nght hand

Shaw—a king. 1 |

Shaw Naumeh—a, celebrated herom poem, written
by Ferdausi, a Persian poet.

Sissoo—a timber which resembles mahogany, of
. which there are immense forests i in Indza.

Me&m»wthe salaam repeated thme t;mw Mm
mwmg ARG el L

endar—a. mndholdez;,n aqswenng, to our genr
ﬂeman farmer.
Zenanah—women’s apartments.

N.B. When a native of India writes.to & sugerior, it is always
, upon paper spotted with gold,
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Jeld

S e of
d;mlf jow——-Move qui‘c

Daalwan oar. o

Dauccm naarw——another boat.

Geak-»gone. i Phosit ok ol bl

Goleah—the steersman,

Goon—rope fastened to the ma@bhead b}* thh
they tow the boat.

ﬂmgahmthe Gtmgeasn e

I‘Iowah—-—»wmd L e 4

—-qmck ‘ ;
Jum Im pauneewstrong stream, |

M,_ Y



. \gawwfasten.

Zuggee—-—lﬂng% bamboo poles used to push Oﬁ' ﬂm
Lo

0 Lungur--an anchor.........

! JWastul@wwa mast.

- Mhan, ywcaptam of the boat s crew.
er_——a bd)at. “. it Ak ; j y‘g

"Panlmlz«-—a muddy beach
.Paulma sail.

LY U’ i

AR
i

‘ Swn%Do you hear?

1% kq:m—;a storm. L

)N

Bl b
THE ENDGN

LORDON" IR
I’IUN'I’ED BY 1‘!. GILBERT, i

Sl . s'r.w;m’s mmmz. ‘ i
%
)
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