' "'_'_admonal stories of the 5&1101“3. )
| These changes denoting our approach to the fem;nestuou*;"‘_'-.-
" ""'latlttﬂtdes of the Cape of Good Hope, all hands were employed in
"'_f'puttmg the ship in the best condition for encountering the gales
We. mlght soon expeet,  The principal sails were taken down,
| _ad replaced by others—nower, smaller, and steonger. The long-
 boat, and yawl over it, placed between the main and foremasts,
and. ﬁhe spars,-—atbat ie, spare timber for making new yards,
booms ‘etc., arranged by the sides of the boats,—were made
. more fast by additional ropes. The important tiller rope for
. steering the ship was changed, and the great dining-table and
. other furniture were lashed down more strongly.  Taking a
‘hint from these precautions, I revised the state of my own
concerns, repacking my things in my lockers, and strengthening
. the cords which held my great trunk to the deck. I also
"'f,,nsmged my canvas, putting by the light dresses T had lately
~worn, and taking out warmer clothing.
. We soon had reason to see the expediency of these prepara-
& ‘blfJIlb, for after running a few hundred miles more to the south-
. east; which was now our course, we experienced suddenly,
i) t_he_m.ght, a very violent storm. I was awakened from my
 sleep by' an uonusual noise upon deck, and felt the ship
L p-_i;tching' and straining very hard, being at the same time very
. _..-"--..‘m'uch over on her larboard side. The gunner’s mate, who came
 with a lantern to see that the port opposite my berth was
0 "-properly secared, gaid “there was foul weather” -Indeed the
 plunging of the ship, the whistling of the wind through the
-shrouds, and the bustle upon deck anuounced a heavy gale.

3 See Poor Jack, Captain Marryat.

:I:mng.“h.rfthough fd someflmes setf]ed oo thie water astem Of
_.-.:hB.-_f.EI}}IP in search of foad also some small birds, about: the__:
ize of ¢ duck, called Mother Oa:ryq chml-.cns,_from some-_- e




:IT hea—.rd the (;aptam s ordu:s wlterafed w1th 1mpa,t1encc, Lo tlm:__ i

' continied to labour 4 good deal; the gale was evidently i inoreas- |
ing. The rain beat down the steerage, which was also yilumici
* nated from one moment to another by vivid flaghes of lwhtmna i
Suddenly, the Captain came to the top of the companion Indder,

hig trumpvt called out three times, with a voice louder each

hands upon deck!!!” | _
~ This order, limited to urgent occasions, and the i uupre sive |
tone in which it was delivered, might well inspire some
uneasiness ; bub so insensible was I then of all danger at sea
that I folt no alarm. =~ As, however, every person was included
i the command, I quitted my cot, hurried on my clothes, and

erowded with persons hurrying upon deck. On reaching the
top I witnessed such a night as T bad never seen before. The
“violence of the wind seemed irvesistible, the rain fell in torrents,
and the lightuing threatened the masts. All hands, sailors and
~passengers without distinction, were meloypd in  executing
the Captain’s commands, the former in gomg aloft to furl, or
reef, or send down the yards, the latter in working upon deck,
manning the clue-lines, ur halyards, or weather rmain-brace,
to brace the main-yard to the wind; fasks in which I willingly -
took my part. The active exertions of the sailors succeeded
in putting the ship in as safe a position ag was possible, as
far as respected the sea and wind, but the lightning in-
creased, and became fruly terrific. The Captain, seeing this,
“ordered the chain conductor to be brought from below,
and ocarried to the main-topmast head, which operation,
“difficult and dangerous as it was “in an hour go 1ude,”
and in the intervals of perfect obscurity which succeeded
the lightning, the sailors exscuted, The chain, descending
along the rigging, was camied over the chip's side info the

' men in the tops to take in the sails.  The ship, however,

' “mot far from the door of my cabin, and putting down the end of BRI

~ time, “ All hands upon deck!” “All hands upon de(,k“” a2 10 7 '

mede my way as fast as 1 could to the ladder, which I found



b 'storm contmued all mght arid the grea.tel part of
_ --:',_:'-tha' .:-follomncr day, but' as soon as the sh1p wag pub in i
:_;:‘as safe a situation as possible, the doctor, purser, passengers,__ it
;--a.;nd others not wanted any longer upon deck, were allowed P
%o go below to change their wet things, and retwm b0
j_theii' beds, The Captain in this rough night, a8 well as on
wery similar occasion during our voyage round the Cape, dis-"
la le_d great energy and resolution: = He walked the deck in the - o
eaviest. rain with appa.ren’o unconcern, refusing all covering i
not Pn]oyud. by his officers and crew, and fully sharing their = ©
“hardships and fatigues. A vigilant, active, hardy, undaunted . =
~ scaman, he seemed indesd more founed for the bustle and
. dangers. of a storm t;h'm for the quieter operations of fair
" weather, g
e R ey days after we. had another opportumty of obgerving
the Captain’s presence of mind and activity. Having, while at
_--chnner, where his seat was in the middle of the table, fronting the
head of the ship, observed several of the crew run to the side, it
' gtruek him that a sailor was overboard. In an instant he seized one
 of the knives, sprang—somewhat corpulent as he was—across the
i table, in the midst of the dishes, ran npon the gquarterdeck, thence
~ upon the poop, then aft to the stern, and cut away the life-buoy
| that was there suspended. With equal promptitude he ordered
. the ship to be brought-to, and the Jolly- ~boat to be lowered and
‘manned with an officer aud four men. ' But, alas! though all this
' was done with extraordinary quickness, the unfortunate man
went down before the boat could reach him, leaving his hat
. at the spot As there were many albatrosses about, it was
~ supposed that: they had struck hlm with their immense beaks
and made him sink. The loss of one of our number, of our
 family as it seemed, in such & way affected me much ; indeed, it
caused a most painful sensation throughout the ship. There
‘geemed to be some reason for thinking that the man’s death was




not ﬁééideﬂt«ﬂ some of the crewbemg of oplnmn that'?m ha—.d L
' lowered himself down. by a rope from the leeward bow.  In any

‘cage, much oredit was due to the Captain for hxs active and

Thumane endeavours $o save the man. The wind was §0 fres}l.-' i o
~ and the ship going so rapidly through the water when he ordered =
* her to be stopped that there was risk of the upper masts going

- overh coard ; and- so high was the sea that it was considered
dangerous for the hoat to go out, and the sixth officer, who was
. selected to go in her, even showed some hesitation till he again
. received peremptory orders from the Captain. Indeed, she was =~

 so tossed about and apparently so overwhelmed by the waves as
' she was rowing about in search of the man that much anﬁiaty.
“was felt on board till she returned to us, bringing with her the
life-buoy and the sailor's hat. I reached the stern soon after the
Captain, and witnessed all this painful spectacle. The man
seemed to be so near the buoy that T thought he would be saved ;
but the roughness of the gea probably prevented his seeing it.

Soon after this distressing event, having been more than two |

months at sea, we reached the longitude of the Cape, thus

' accomplishing the first great division of our voyage, Our

thoughts and calculations had hitherto been confined to /s
point. We now began to think and talk of ZIadie, and to
caleulate our probable arrival at Madras, our first port, where
the ship was ordered to stop on her way to Bengal. Since

leaving the Bay of Biscay my time had been passed much in'

the same way: the greater part of the day in studying the
Persian language, the evenings upon deck. 1 also applied part
of my time to algebra, to which I was then partial, and to the -
reading of some of the many books with which my friends had
provided me.

We passed the Cape nearly in the latitude of 45°, much too
far to the south to be able to see it, the southern extremity being
34" 25°,  'We kept thus far to the south to get the westerly gales
which prevail there, as well as to avoid the easterly current
found near the land. Our course was now due east, the ship
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bemg lmpelled 4t an cxtmmr 111&1:7 rate by a contmued oa,le of'
wind from the west accompanied by a tremendous sea.  We had
sca.roely any sail set but the foresail, or double-r eefed foretop
ssul with the forestay sail, which, though adding little to the

hollow of the sen with her side to the wind and waves,  This

. mentioned, in which there would be a great chance of her

" ab the wheel to steer her, and with all their exertion it was
1mp0551hle to keep her in a straight line. She went yawing and |

rolling from one side to the other, her head varying many pomts ‘
 from her true direction, as might be observed by the compass, or

. then lying diagonally across the waves, might bring her head
| fu--rt}wr rouud and place her in the perilous frough so much
_apprehended.  There was also danger of the immense waves
which followed us pooping the ship-—breaking over the stern,
tearing away the poop, driving in the stemn lights, and sweeping
- away everything from the upper deck—-wheel, boats spars, and
oﬂen many of the crew. '
 But the spectacle which these gales presented was truly
' Subhme. T thought so when it was before me, and my recollee~
tion  often recurs to it with undiminished intevest, The '
prodwxous hmtrht and bulk of these waves—-the Alps of the
_ marine world—their varied form, the quantity of spray scatiered
R ;_n_.-_the_ﬂ.lr by the force of the wind, the dark sky on which no sun
~ was seen for many days together, nothing but the white albaiross
| iscreaming in her flight, the dangerous rapidity with which the
‘ship pursued her course, seking these tempestuous regious,
. turning the elements of destruction to her advantage—-all this
?'-__-p_i*_esented a scens of awful grandeur, indescribably imyressive,

| progress of the ship, was useful in keeping her steady and in i
preventmg her broachimg-to, that is, turning into the trough, or SN

wmnmg before the wind, as it was called, though it advanced sl
| most rapldly, was on that account not exempt from danger, Wl

he:mg difficult to keep the ship out of the perilous position above |

'éu&ds:nly upsetting.  In this rapid course it required four men |

by the stars at night. A heavy sea striking her quarter, as she was )
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'and such as is allowed b be pecuhar to the storms. of bhe C‘&pe i
~ of Good Hope. - - | | M S
| After scudding thus before the O'a,le for. savhial d_ays-- end.
' nights, at the rate of nine, ten, and eleven knots an hour, the
. winds becarne more moderate, allowing us to set more sail and
occasiﬁﬁa.]:ly to open our ports. One evening, soon aiter we had
experienced this agreeable change, our attention was excited by

C o the singular manner of the two Newfoundland dogs,  Some:
. unknown cause seemed to'agitate them extremely. They ran.
.~ ghout the ship with a degrec of restlessness quite unusual,
raisiug their moses aad snuffing the wind. This, like every

. incidental civcumstance, caught the Captain’s eye, and suspecting
‘at once the cause, he ordered a man to the main-topmast head

report could not be distinetly heard upon deck, whare much '
cuariosity prevailed. The Captain took his trumpet ¢nd desired

o awll vound” and come down,  The Captain obscrved, that though
' no land was visible, he had some reason to think that the dogs

as 1aid down in his chart, thoutrh SOME na,vmatﬁrs doubred ﬁhelr
eustence. .
The idea of being near lond, particularly land whose position
did not seem to be accurately ascertained, produced, as usual,
considerable uneasiness on board.  The purser, an old seaman,
and very respectable man, who had accompanied the Captain in
all his voyages and was mach attached fo him, evinced particular
anxiety ; and the night approaching and the ship making much ]
way, he o6 length cawme to tho friendly resolution of enfroating
the Captain to alter his course, ot ab least to shorten sail till
morning. This well-meant and judicious counsel instantly gave
great offence to the Captain, whose imperious and impetuous
temper could neither adopt nor excuse any suggestion respecting
the ship. He addressed the old man in very harsh and im-

to look out for land. The man was soon at his post, but his

the sailor to “siny out louder,” when we understood him to say. i
that he saw nothing. He was then ordered to “tale a good look

were right, since we were not far from Prince Edward's Islands =~ = =
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proper __erms pacpd the quarterdeck in muoh 111 hurmwur
and neither toﬁk in sail mor altered his cowse. We taw
i nothmg, but thele was a general nLmpression *‘hat land was
""';.net far off. A Jook-out was: aecorchnoly kept, and but for
lthe gc»od old purser’s friendly hint, it was probahle Lhat'
"the Captain, who was not disposed to  omib any  proper
measure, when Adoft to lamself, would have adopted other.,"-' '
precautions. | - (e
. The conduct of the doga Whlch lnd led to so much uneasx#-':'
-ness a.nd trouble, gave rise to some interesting stories, from
wwhicli it appeared that instances had occurred in which these '
g _ammals had discovered land at a great distance and even where
ﬁ: was not previously known to be, thus preventing, probably,
i ._.fastal accidents.

.~ The remainder of the voyawe presented no incident of
novelty or 1mporta,nce. Some outward-bound Indiamen, par-
' ticularly sueh as were destined for Borbay, sloped off to _the'_
~ north-east after passing the Cape, shaping their course between
i the coast of Africa and the island of Madagascar, called the
Mozambique Channel. It was by this channel that Vasco da
. Glama, after he had, with an intrepidity which they alone who
~ have followed him through these seas can duly appreciate, eleared
" the Cape of Storms, as he called it-—el cabo de las tempestades—
'-"puxqued his adventurous course to India, keeping along the
- African coast ; and thus, it iy singular, leaving Madagascar to |
 be discovered by his countryman, Tristan da Cunha, eight years
~after, In consequence of some accidents which have happened
© of late, particularly the total loss of the G'rosvenor, Indiaman, and,
. nearly at the time of my voyage, the shipwreck of the Winderton
. on the island of Madagascar, this passage has been almost
 entively abandoned.

| Having passed Madagascar and the isles of France and.
f=-l"-5'130urb_on, a serener sky, a more genial temperature, and
- smoother water announced our arrival at that spot in the
, '.'.Ind;ian seas, where,
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To them who ssul
Beyond the Cape of Hope, and now are pas
Mosambie, oft at sea north-cast svinds blow |
Sabean odonrs from the spicy shore
Of ‘Araby the bless'd ; with such delay
Well pleag’d, they slack their counse, and many s league,- :
Cheer'd with the grateful smell, old Ocean smiles. p

Although a dmcrona,l line to the Bay of Bengal would now %
. have traced a shorter course, we continued to the east, with |
very little morthern wvariation, for nearly 1500 miles farther,

 when we were not far from the two small islands called St. Paul

and Amsterdam, and not more than 1000 miles from the

western coast of New Holland, = Wa thus ran down our.'

; "'longit.ude in a southern parallel, for bhe. sake of presew_mg, a.s y
. long as possible, a westerly wind, and of avoiding the calms j
of the tropical latitudes. The albatross had not followed us

beyond the gales of the Cape, but we saw numeyous shoals of it

porpoises of a large size. They seemed to be always going

~with the ship, though at some distance from her, and in a hne_;
parallel to her course. Sometimes, however, they GATNE den VG
the bows, keeping just before us, without apparent ex_ertion',__-.'_ b
~ although we might be going at the rate of seven or eight kuots

an hour. The sailors endeavoured to strike them with their
harpoons, but T never saw but one taken. It wasan ugly monster,

looking almost as like a pig without legs as & fish. There was =

only a small part of it that the sailors eat—1I believe the liver..
Some bonitos also, a fish about two feet long, came under the
bowsprit, and were oceasionally harpooned, '

Arrived nearly as far as the longitude  of Qalcutta we_

steerad cnce more towards the equator, and passing the southern
tropic, experienced the same incidents as when advancing towards
the lipe in the Atlantic Ocean. The winds became light, with
occasional calms, and great heat.  Sharks of a great size again

carne about us. In another fortnight we re-entered the northern

hemisphere.  We now continued our gourse in the direction of
the island of Ceylon, the Taprobane of the avocients, distant



about 400mﬂes, and in a few days saw the Friar's Hood, a high

Rl '_rbﬁnﬂéﬂ ppint; apparently not distant from the eastern shore,

' This was the first land we saw since leaving Trinidad. The
 sight of it was very satisfactory to the Captain, enabling him to
* rectify and establish his reckoning previously to arriving upon

. transferred the seat of government fo Colombo, on the south-
. west coast, a position more favourable to external commerce.
" Christianity is said to have been preached in this island by the
i dJsclplns of St. Thomas. Between it and the continent is a

- reef of rocks called Adam’s Bridge, to which various traditions
* are attached, both European and Indian. In the same part is

the Cloromandel coast.

.~ This island is about 300 miles in length, by 100 in breadth.
. The interior is covered with mountains in which elephants of a
hi small race are said to be numerous. Trincomalee, which we

- passed, is considered the best port in India. It belonged to

the Danes. Under the native princes, Candy, situated nearly

. in the centre of the island, was the capital, but the conguests

of European nations—the Portuguese, Dutch, and English—have

the Bay of Condatchy, so celebrated for its pearl fishing, the
most valuable, it is said, that exists. The divers are trained from

their early youth, and are said to be able to remain five or six

i  minutes under water. They descend with nets suspended round

'.  their necks, into which they put the pearl oysters, pulling a sfring -
b  when they desire to be raised. They dive thus fifty to sixty

times in the course of the morning, Numbers of them are said
to be taken off by sharks. If such be the fact, and it probably

s, there seems to be great cruelty on the part of the authority

which employs these poor people, or allows them to be em-

~ ployed in such an occupation. Pearls, cinnamon, and ebony

are the chief articles of exportation.
Having at length entered the Bay of Bengal, we inclined a

A little to the west, and in a few days more, in the afternoon of

the 30th July, joy spread through the ship when  Land, land

 on the larboard bow ” was proclaimed by the sailor at the main-

B
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topmast head and shortly after that ulbmomble moment of my'- il

' lite arrived when T saw India for the first time, My i impres-

- sions ab that instant were such as T éannot_'describe;, though
they are still fresh in my memory. Nor shall I forget the
feelings of curiosity and delight with which, as the ship o
- advanced, 1 gazed upon the long extent of Indian shore, fringed

with a line of lofty palm trees ;

Cedar and pine, and fir, and branching palm.

lt wag an enchantmfr sight at which the length and lncon-"""'

venionces of the voyage were at once forgotten or remembered
without regret. |

Cosi di naviganti audace stuolo

Che mova a ricercar estranio lido,

E in mar dubbioso e sotto ignoto pole
Provi 1’ onde fallaci e ’1 vento infido ;

& alfin discopre il desiato suclo

I1 saluta da lunge il lieto grido, -

B 1 uno all’ altro il mostra, e instanto obhz'
La noja ¢ ’1 mal della passata via.l

The part of the coast which we first made was a few j1:i.1:ile'_'s"_

: T

to the south of Pondicherry, a French settloment which we :
passed soon after. It was here that began the influence of the =

French in India, in 1749, which ended in 1761 by the capture of
the fort by the English, under the command of Colonel Coote.
It was restored to the French at the peace, 1763, was again
taken from them in 1778, and once more restored at the con-

clusion 'of the American War in 1788, During the night we
followed the line of the coast at a greater distance.

On the evening of the next day, the 31st July, the anchor, ity

which had remained on the ship’s bow since it was heaved in |

1 If they who lsave their native land,
To sail in guest of India’s strand,
All dangers, and long dnlness o'er,
At length behold the far-sought shore';
With ecstasy fhe impatient crew
Desery it to each other's view :
Then all unite in joy, and cast
Oblivion o’er their sulferings past,



“the) Downs, was Iet go a few mllas to the sotbh of Madras
A "Roa.da._- The next morning we weighed and stood in, the
Captain having observed with his glass that a certain flag was
. hoisted which intiated that we might approach the coast with
;"r._-._';safety ; for at some seasons, and particularly during tbe-'
"'_'__-'I--changps--of the monsoon, or peviodical wind, which blows for
_ six months up and six months down the bay, this straight open
.-Sliore is extremely dangerous, and then the flag is not hoisted,
o ship had scarcely anchored before I saw for the first
f’:txma a native of the country, He came paddling towards us on |
f_la.-. katamaran,_ a small raft composed of three pieces of wood of
“about five feet long tied together, the middle piece somewhat
 lower ﬁh‘a;n the other two, forming a sort of keel beneath, and
‘above a hollow for the man to sit in. The appearance of this
" man at a distaxnce, when, no support being visible, he almost
. seemed to be walking in the sea, was extremely curious.
_. Having arrived alongside by aid of a short paddle which he
. used first on one side of his little raft and then on the other, o
1ops was thrown to him, when he nimbly mounted the ship’s
gide and came apon deck, saluting us in the Indian manner by
lifting his right hand to his forehead. All his covering con-
_sisted of a cloth round his middle, and & small cap made of
~ leaves or grass, but which fitted so closely that in a fold or sort
~ of false bottom it contained he was able to carry a few letters
el perfectly dry, although completely coverad by the waves in
X passing through the surf, He delivered some of his despatches
_to the Captain and officers, They consisted apparently of
. applications from native merchants and agents desiring to be
employed in the business of the ‘ship. Other boats soon
. surrounded us, bringing fruits, fish, and vecetables for sale : all
- differing from the productions of Furope. One boat of a
superior description brought some natives of a higher order,
. handsomely dressed in white robes of muslin with turbans on
. ‘their heads. 1 was greatly struck with the dignified and
gra_ceful manners of these most respectable-looking men. They
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were, I was informed, dobashes or merchants who came to make
. proposals for buying the captain’s or officers’ private cargo or =
investoient 3 some on thelr own account, sorne on account of

the European houses of business at Madras.

The fort having returned the salute the Ponsborne had ured i
on coming to anchor, the purser engaged one of the boats EhAS kG

were alongside to take him ashore with the despatches he had-;_for "

the Madras Government. 'When we left Englond, war subsisted ' el

between the British Governmeunt in India and Tippoo Saib,
Sovereion of Mysore, and caused considerable uneasiness at the

India House. It was, therefore, with much pleagure that we .

heard frozn the natives who boarded us that peace had been "

restored, and that Lord Cornwallis, the Governor-Gemeral of =

India, baving returned from before Seringapatam, Tippoo’s ==
capital, had proceeded to Bengal. i

Early in the afternoon of this day a katamaran came on =

board, and taking off his little cap, drew from it a note which hé._
- delivered to the Captain, who, to 1y surprise, handed it to me.

I found it was from M. George Parry, son of my good Imend-_' el

and bmeiac.to_r, Mr, Thomas Pe.rr), the East India Dir ector, whO'_'?f:"--"f
had given me my appointment to India. Mr, George Party

having neard that 1 was coming to India in the Ponsborne, had
not lost & moment after he knew of the arrival of that ship to
send nie a most kind invitation to stay at his house during the

time I might be detained at Madras. 1 lost no time in accept-
ing an offer so welcome, and soon had an opportunity of leaving

the ship in one of the country boats which had been ensaged to

take some of the passengers. MR,
These boats are large, deep, and pointed at both Lndq Their
planks being sewed together, and not nailed, they are pliant in

some degree, and yielding, a gquality indispensable te their being =~

“able to pass through the three lines of tremendous waves which

break upon the Coromandel shore, and which would overwhelma
styff Enropean boat of greater strength, The boatmen, aboutten’
in number, began to sing a peculiar song as soon as we came




.-afud']a.at lme of surf and here bhe water was nob much agitated s
till we reached the shore, upon which there were again gome
high breakers, Whlch often curl over the stern of the boat while
its prow is raised upon the beach: We expected this usual
. wetting, but escaped it, there being several natives on the shore
"'.who surrounded the boat as soon as it came within their reach
and dragged it qmckly beyond the range of the last wave,

'_'-'--passable without danger, and even when if; is quite impasgsable,
. It is not surprising therefore that the number of lives lost before
‘Madios should be considerable. Some of our boatmen wore
medals which had been bestowed for their having saved the lives
. of persons. But nothing manifested more the violence and
. danger of the surf than the fact which I witnessed, that the
i la.rge long boats and pinnaces of Indiamen remained beyond its
-_ 'm_ﬂ_u_enc_e, not daring to venture into it, but putting their pas-
~ gengers or goods into the country bouts, as the boats of the natives
. were called. | | |
: Upon _landixig, I walked towards the water gate of the fort,
ot more than fifty yards from the sea, and passing through it,
' came fo an open space between the water and inner wall
 Here I stopped to look ata number of natives assembled together.
. Some of them seemed to be attracted to the spot by curiosity to
 gee the passengers as they landed ; others to be engaged in
'business. Nearly in the middle of these numerous groups was
a ca.rrmgé of singular appearance. In its form it S(‘OI’IIE(l to be
S an imitation of an ancmnt Engligh cha,not but t‘he pair of thrht

— Velly, yelly, yelly, as the sea}_:
Three such manos*uvres; i)

_ There are ‘times, however, when the surf upon this coast is mot



f _:__ilong-t*nled hmses attached to 1t was qulta Iudlsm, and au Infhan
ina Tong white dress which descended to his fect, and a turban
. of great circumference, sat most erect upon the box, | Presently-

. __.a ]‘LIU‘OPE’&D oot into this Vehlt‘}l@ When the Lﬂ}}@l‘l}lﬁ* htﬂ.t} hOI‘SBgI et

drew it off at a quick pace; asecond Indian;in & white robe and
‘turban, standing behind, and two others, similarly dressed, run- §
ning by the side of the horses. There was something smgularly _
theatmcal in the Whole chcuacter and movement of this Asiatic
equipage. | :

Here, too, for the first time, T saw palanqums of various
. forms and degrees of elegance moving about in  different .

directions, the natives, whom I was surprised to see calrymg_”'_':_
them with such agility, utbering a kind of song apparently i
give uniformity to their step, and calling out to the persons be-
fore them to make way. The slight but elegant and well-pro-
portioned forms of the natives, their picturesque dresses, their
quiet and graceful manner, their salaams, varying according to

the degree of acquaintance or difference of rank subuabmg-._
- between the parties ; the palanquing, the immense chattahs—

large painted umbrellas, six or eight feet long, carried by servants el
over the heads or by the side of the palanquins of their masters, to"__ i
keep off the sun,—such were the objects of this scene, o full of -
 novelty, interest, and amusement. Having remained to observe

it for some minutes, T procured a native to show me Mr. Parry’s -

house, He took me throurrh the inner gate of the fort, and by 3

some low white bmldnws to a large enclosed square, having low
houses or rooms on three sides, and on the fourth a large building,
which I afterwards found was the council-house, whers the ])ubl-
ness of the Government was transacted. At the south-west
angle of this square wag Mr. Parry’s house, or rather the apart-
ment he occupied when Le came into the fort to attend his office
in the council-house, for, like most of the English gentlemen, he
lived in the country, about four miles from Madras. Mr, Pany
not being at his roorns, but expected there soon, I walked about
on the shady side of the square, and then went and sat down




"'bhe squara seemed to direct its course towards me, and in fact,
_. W_J;th(l_lltv ‘being -d._mconcerted by my presence, came to the tree

ne, looklng* ab me for some time without any symptom of fear.

blrd of old acquaintance, and in its familiar manner, which
struck me amidst the new objects which surrounded me. I did
not expect that a crow wonld be the first bird to greet me, as
this seemed to do, on my arrwal in India. A yulture or pelican
-would have surprised me less. |
- After I had remained under the tree about half an hour M,
| Pa,rry arrived, and receiyed me in the kindest manner,  As goon
_ as the sun was neally down he walked with me to the house
_ not far dlstant of hig relation, Mr. Thomas Oakes, who lwl
formerly known my family in Enrrla,nd and who also gave me a
. most friendly reception, ordering a room and bed to be prepared
 forme. FHere then I slept, and had the first specimen of the
 Iuxurious or effeminate ways of an Indian life, some of the
- gervants who were ordered to attend upon e laying hold of my
sleeves to pull off my coat, while others unbuttoned my knees,
~and in spite of all my resistance began to pull off my stockings ;
 when others brought a large bright brass vessel and washed my
{ _"_".'ff-et pouring cold water upon them from black porous jars.  The
- room was very lofty. The floor was covered with a fine mat, the
__."walls with a fine shining plaster, without any ornament of pic-
tures or glasses. The furniture was extremely simple, the chairs
~and sofa having merely cane bottoms, without cushions or
_:_J_G_bvering of any kind, nor were there curtains to the spacions
lofty windows, which moreover were not glazed, but consisted

Here, Whlle mmwatmg upon the mghts whmh tha,t eventful--' i
| ﬁy'ha.d discovered to me, my attention was called to an occur- o
em‘e_whmh however trifling, made some impression upon my.‘_'_:;_ P
mind ab the time A crow flying over the opposite buildings of

fﬁdef which I was sitting, and perched upon & branch just over - I

There was something in the unlooked-for appearance of the.



o m«amble gr een blmds, OP‘E"“’“g as f‘"'ldmg dOUI“ *"mm top to

&y bottom.

This simplicity which I observed in all the houses was

. not with any view to economy, for there was no appearanﬂe.f

. of that, but was suited to the climate, promoting coolness, and =~

preventing the amumul_atmn of dust and insects, of mosquitoes
particularly, of which I this first evening began to feel the tor-

menting annoyance, and lizards, of which I saw several runn-iﬁg |

: ap and down the smooth walls of my chamber with extraor dln’u"y
swiftness, I watched. their motions ag my attendants undressed'._ e
me, bat as they did not notice them, or looked at them Wz.,hl' S

, unconcern, I concluded they were harmless.
A traveller in a new country observes everythma Wlth

~ interest, but of course the objects mogt interesting to him ave =

the inhabitants. Hven in these Indians of inferior St,atirm, 90 i
 assiduonsly employed about my person, there was much to
. notice, They differed of course from the inhabitants of Europe, -

 but scavcely less from those which I expected to see in India.

i I did not, indeed, expect to find a resemblance to the 01-otesque : | !
vepresentations which 1 had seen on the London stage ; but
neither was I prepared f{or such a total absence of all, b&rba,rit;y_; d |
. and coarsenesg, for complexions which had nothing repulsive,
for features and limbs as delicate as those of women, and

manners as gentle. The dress of these men consisted principally
- of turbans, searfs, and robes, all beautifully white, but varying

in their disposition, according to their caste or persomal rank =

‘amongst themselves, or to the nature of their employment as

superior or subordinate. Having undressed me and washed my i
feet, I expected my rclease, when the chief of the party pro-
ceeded to replace the habilimments of which he and his assistants

had deprived me by slipping on me a paix of large loose trousers
made of the fine fabric of Madras, called long-cloth. They were
very thin and light, and descended to my feet, being tied round
my waist by an elegant silk band made of delicate network,
~ the long ends, which hung down before me, terminating with =
handsome tassels ingeniously worked with golden thread. |



:fMy bed partook of the general mmphmty and cunvemenne
-'__:-a.ﬁd smtableneqs to the climate. It consisted of a hard mattress,
1t covere-d thh a sheet, and another folded at the ‘bottom, that T
) mlght draw over me if I pleased. It stood in four small vessels
'Qi,_w.ater,- that ants and other insects might not erawl up the
I’iﬁstsc,; and was siurounded by mosquito curtains, or rather by
one. curtain which encircled it all round, for there was no open-
ing af the sides, two men lifling it up at the bottom to let me:
_ i-i_:l, flapping their cloths at the same time to drive away the - i
i mosqmtoes, and putting it down quickly as soon as I had crept
_into my cage. As the weather was too hot for me to make nse
of the upper sheet, I found the convenience of the light drawers,
a.nd slept as indeed was the generai custom, in a similar dress
. ever afterwards. | | |
 After an mccellent night’s rest the same attendance was
g "_ﬁ:.ready for me at a very early hour in the morning ; for at the |
break of day one of the guns of the fort fired, and this, it
i appeared, was the signal for the greater part of the Furopean
"p0p111at10n to rise, and tale & ride on horseback, or some other
 exercise, till the sun was visible a little above the horizon,
i when, it was custbma,ry to return home, wash with cool water,
ot Perhap_s ‘put on other things, if in the hot weather, and sit down
. to breakfast.
At this meal the first moming I was surprised to sce fried
ik fish, in addition to the tea and coffee, and some plates contain- s
) _'_:1ng, I thought, a sort of sansage, until it was recommended to |
me ag a plemsant fruit, called the plantain, it
. After dinper to-day some of the celebrated jugglers weve
_sent for, for niy amusement, and much snrprised me by their
. extraordinary dexterity.  One of them threw' a heavy stone
i ?‘_nléa\rly as high as the ceiling, and then stepping under it, caught
- it without seeing it fall, on the back of hiz neck, where it
* lodged. Tt was however an unpleasant exhibition, as the man
. must have been seriously injured had the stone fallen upon hig
e “head, as seemed very possible. A prettier trick followed. Some




__..:-jﬁow'clef--be ing spunkled upon tha bare arm of one ot the-lll.i_:__.._
o perform{ars instantly assumed another brilliant eolour. One

. man supported a small dome or r'upola upon several sticks, about,

fourteen inches long, converging to his chin, removing them

one after another till two alone were left, upon which the

dome remained balanced. Another introduced a blunted swo:d s
. eighteen inches long, down his throat. There certainly was 1o

it _ deception in this performance, which was indeed attended with =~

ain, or inconvenience at least, for the man showed une uivoeal
p _

symptoms of distress, and was obliged to withdraw the in-
strument after o fow seconds.  He could not speak while the =

sword was in his throat, but put his finger to the pit of his _
. stomach, to iudicate that the point was there. The exhibition of
these and numerous other tricks concluded by my having a few
of the coins of the country put into my hand, and being desired to
" squeeze them hard, which 1 did, until the head of a snake forcad
itself between my fingers, to the great amusement of the company.
The following day I moved to Mr. Parry’s countly-h.ouse."

It was a flat-roofed building of moderate size, consisting of two.
or three small rooms on each side of a dining-hall, the whole 4
‘raised about four feet above the ground, and approached bya
flight of steps to the verandah before the hall. The sﬂ“ua.tmn',_fl_;_

was solitary, no other European habitation being in sight ; but
the many large trees which were near it, whose new and rich

foliage I much admired, rendered it an agreeable residence, and.

i grateful retreat to Mr, Parry after the business and heat of
the day. He went to his office in the fort every morning, and

returned about five in the afterncon, and such ne: arly ‘was the Ui 5

routine of all the Furopean inhabitants of the Choultry Plain,
I frequently accompanied Mr. Parry in the morning, each of us

in a palanguin, and as we approached a hridge, leading over o

\small stream a short distence from the fort, it was a pleasing
_ sight {0 see the number of palanquins, European and native,
which converged across the plain to the same point, each sur-
 rounded by a picturesque group of attendants.
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A.ﬁ. a sh._...t dmtaxxce io fronb of Mr Paxry 8 hou‘se was o bm.a.il

. ductions bemo English, such as cabbages, carrots, and pouato(,s,
. The latter were yery indifferent. - But the thing in this garden

‘_-It COBEIStLd.- of a long beam having & heavy stone as a weight at
~one end ‘and a bucket attached to a rope at the other, ba.lanc(,d_'

8 plamed a few feet from a well,

._._pomt where it rested upon the perpendicular one, and, supported
on' one side by a light bambao rail, depressed the bucket into
‘. the well by walking a fow steps forward, and raised it again, full
_'-.qf"wa,-tez_'-, by returning as far as was necessary towards the
‘extremity charged with the stone. When this end was at the

- lowest point of depression, and the water emptied into the trongh
- placed fo receive it, the beam on which the man stood became.
- almost perpendicular, and it required considerable effort for him,
| although aided by pieces of wood nailed as steps across the
. beam, to regain the centre and depress the other end.  The
_ "'window of my room looking towards the garden, I saw this poor
. man walking backwards and forwards in the sun for many
hours together, and sincerely pitied his oppressive task.

_.__[ went one morning to breakfast with Dr. Anderson, the
- celebrated chief hotanist of Madras, who had charge of the
- Company’s botanical garden, and was no less distinguished for
~ his active philanthropy than for his science. = He was an elderly
- man, and somewhat infirm, but cheerful and nnreserved. Besides a
. verypolite reception, he gave me avery good breakfast in his afficial
remdence,pleasantly situated in the middle of the garden, and when
11; was over desired his deputy to show me ev erythmg 1 spent
some time in this delightful “ wilderness of sweets,” wandering

Through groves of myrch
Aud flowering odours ;

__I.:-:for there, too, were numberless aromatic trees, shrubs, and

: garden, resemblma an Enghsh kitchen garden, many of its prou___ o

Lhat 1 thought mosh curious was the machine for raising water, . i

a.cross the top of a very high post, or trunk of & cocoa- nui tree,

A black man was placed upon the transversal boam at ’ﬁhe L
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I' '_ﬂq,we'rs, the pft:d_lictions not only of 'fshé interior of -the'i peninsula;
but of Ceylon, of the islands in the Straits of Malq._cca, and of

China.  Amongst the frnits were the great and refreshing

pummel-roge, something like an orange in its conformation and

flavour, but larger than a melon, the strong jack-fruit, the

delicate papaw, the luscious custard-apple, the delicious and i
abundant mangoe in its choicest varieties, the Chinese leechee,

and the logquat, another fruit of China, grateful to the eye and L
taste. All these were quite new to me, and the doot‘or'allowe_d
me to appreciate their excellence, for in thls p'xradtxc*v I_:here_.----;

seemed to be no forbidden fruit.

Madras did not exactly correspond with the ideas T had i
formed of it, there being no eity nor fown of that name, but only

the fort already mentioned, called Fort St. George, a very exten-
sive and strong forfress, very near the sea, and a large town a naile
Afarther to the north, called the black town, from its being origin-

ally ocenpied almost entirely by natives, the English in the early
periods of their settlement living within the walls of their fort, =
. though afterwards, as their power and security increased, extend-

ing themselves in detached houses over the wide sandy plain to

the west, called the Choultry Plain. Here the more respectable

part of the Kuropean population, such particularly as was

.. engaged with the Company’s affairs, civil or military, resided.

Their houses 1 thought wvery handsome, and their situation,

surrounded by trees and gardens, extremely pleasant. They

seldom exceeded one storey in height, and often, as in Mxr. Parry’s,

had the ground floor alone.. Their flat roofs; surrounded by a G
light colonnade, and the beautiful shining plaster which covered =

“the lofty pillars of the spacious verandahs, gave to t,hese elegani, il

villas a delightful appearance.

- It was near one of the great roads branching across the plam i
irom the bridge in front of the fort that the Governor, Slr-(}ha,r}es. |

Oakley, lived; but all the offices of Government, as well as .
the counting-houses, stores, warehouses, ete., of the Ihmopeﬂu ik

. merehants were in the fort.




| The ﬂrst tmm I went out of the ﬁ)rt a.ud pa%ed a,long the

-"‘:edge of the wide but shallow stream which separates it from

o 't,he pla,m I saw anative fishing with a cast-net with extraordinary
-"_",dexter:lty He was walking up to his knees in the water, with

. his white net carefully folded npon his left shoulder. When

. about to make a cast he stopped, turned towards the stream, and

| without qua-rent effort covered an extent of surface that sur-

__f_.;p_riséd me; for the extreme delica,cy of the net had concealed ity o

- unusual ldimen'slions before it was unfolded. No casts could be'

e more true and elegant than those which were repeated, as he

i {"advanced', by this simple Indian fisherman.,

1 found the inhabitants of the plain in high spivits at the

* suceessful conclusion of the war, for their defenceless position

,l-f"f_beyond the reach of the guns of the fort subjected them to

. ineursions by the cavalry of Tippoo, a much dreaded enemy,

-'-:".whrose ré&pic{ approach from a distant point afforded no time for

 yesistance or retreat. Hyder Ally, Tippoo’s father, twice ap-

proached Madras not many years before.

Amongst the principal persons of the gettlement to whom I
wag introduced was Colonel Close, who had accompanied Lord
Comwallis throughout the late war, and was considered one of
. his most influential and able advisers, He was estecmed the
best Persian scholar at Madras, and had the goodness to CXpress.
~ his satisfaction with the little progress I had been able to make
' in that language during the voyage. 'The events of the war just,

'~ eoncluded ‘were the common subject of conversation at this
. period, and the remarks and relations of Colonel Close and other
~ officers engaged in these proceedings interested me extremely.

' After the important capture of Bangalore, one of the principal
 fortresses in Tippoo’s country, and of nunmerous droogs, forts
-r.-'.'j31tua,ted upon the summits of hills, often of a conical form, the
_ British army reached the vicinity of Seringapatam early in the
."Z___pre.r}(-zding year, 1701, TLord Cornwallis hoped to be able to
! Ii“-pbsmss himself of Tippoo’s capital, and terminate the war then;
4 but the state of the army, reduced by the fatigues of a most
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,'d1fhcult ma,rch and by the hea,t of tne ollma,te the approach of |
“the rainy season, and above all the impossibility of ensuring an
' adequate supply of provisions, discovered the painful necessity
. of falling back to Bangalore, Here the army remained till
September, when military operations were recommenced by an

attack on the two celebrated forts, Nundy-droog and Severn- .

droog. The former is situated upon a hill 1700 feet high, per-

i fect;lj inaccessible, excepting on one side, which was defended =~

by cannon of large calibre. Some years before, when ocoupied
by the Mahrattahs, thls fort had resisted the attacks of Hyder
Ally during three years. After great exerfions, in which the

- Bengal Axtillery was much dlstlngulsht,d it was taken by

. assault.

Severn-droog i3 descnbed as a mountam of rock of many
miles in circumference. The upper part of its lofty stromit
preseﬁted a perpendicular face on every side, defended further
by walls and eannon. 1Its strength was described to me by an
artillery officer of the besieging corps, who said there was diffi-
culty in pointing the guns with effect on account of the great
elevation of the walls above the ground of attack. Tt wasg,

. however, taken by assault after a siege of short duration, These

preliminary operations, the object of which apparently was to
“remove the enemy from the rear, and preserve a communication

with the Carnatic, being concluded, and the supplies of grain |

which had been collected in the Company’s territories being
-~ arrived, the main army, under the command of Lord Cornwallis,
guain marched towards Seringapatam, and having defeated

Tippoo in a general night attack upon his positions before his

capital immediately began its siege, When the trenches had
been carried to within 600 yards of the walls, Tippoo sued for

peace; and after various difficulties and delays the conditions: |

‘were signed on the 23rd February of the present year, 1792.
By these stipulations, sufficiently circumspect and rigorous as

i they appeared to me, though I now heard them rather reproached = :'

for their excessive moderation, Tippoo ceded half his dominions




gaged to pay three crores and thirty lacs of Tupees (three. i

hese cOndmons. | | , :
Bl Tippoo showed grea,t unwﬂl;ncrness to fix a da,y for tho'__: |
aum’ender of his sons! When at lencrth this was named, Lord

:‘bnth of the Sultan and of the Princes. He instructed the

hould reach the tents provided for them, The Sulta s, affected
by this kindness of the Commander-in-chief, signified his wish =
that his sons should go at once fo his lordship’s tent, and as a
mark of ]:us entire conﬁdence in his lordship’s honour, be delwered
'_mto his hands. '
 On the 26th February the two Princes left the pala,ce of'
'_thezr tather to proceed to the headquarters of the British army.
A great part of the population of Seringapatam and the Sulfan
.~ himself were upon the ramparts. The Princes were saluted by
- the fort on their leaving it, and by the British ar tillery on their
reaching the eucampment where part of the tr 00ps were under .
X :-_:_.arms to receive them. They were seated on a silver howdah
"upan an elephcmt richly clothed, Their father’s vaqueels followed
upon other e]ephants The oihct,rs of the pa,la.ce and a consider-
-able number of other persons, horse and foot, also attended
them.  Lord Cornwallis, surrounded by his staff (Colonel Ross,
,.,Gglonel Close, Colonel Skelly, Colonel Haldane, Colonel Scott,
~ Colonel Doveton, Colonel Apsley, Colonel Kyd, Dr. Laird, Mr.

'-~__Chf-r1'y, ete.), et them ab the entrance of his principal tent,

1 It has always appeared to meo that there were two ocoasions on which
;'Tippoo, with il his fanlts, appears in a favotrable point of view; on one
‘aminble, great on the other. The first is, where he thus with reluctance and
sorrow parts with his sons ; the second, where some few years subsequently he
fought and died in the breach in defonce of his capital.  Compare this end of the
‘Asiatic with the ¢ impotent conclusion’ of tl‘t‘ European tyrant. '

LS All of the‘se I knew. :

the Br tlsh. a;nd. thelr alhes (fhe Nmam and Lhe Mahrabtfths) e

xmillions and a half sterling) in different instalments, and to =
-'dehvar up his two eldest sons as hostabes for his ekecutmn of_-

-Gomwallis omitted no measure calenlated to diminish the distress

.aqueels ‘who had conducted the negotiation, to inform Tippoo
\that he intended fo pay a visit to his sons as soon as they




and affer embracing them in the most 'aﬂ'éc.ti onate manner, led
© them in, ore in each hand Their dress was most splemhd 'tnd._:

. costly, being ornamented with a profusion of pearls, diamonds,

- and other precious stones. Afler remaining a shnrt time mth
his lordship, receiving the honours of princely guests, they were 711

consigned to the friendly care, rather than to the custody, of"..--'f-':'

; . Qolonel Doveton, a distinguished officer of the Madras army,

~ and conducted to their quarters, where all the conveniences
that a camp could afford were placed at their disposal. With

 this extraordinary and unprecedented event may be said to |
~ have concluded the Mysore war. For the camp before Seringa- '

| patam now hroke up, the victorious army retraced its steps =
across the elevated level of the Mysore country, descended the

famous defiles called the Ghauts, and re-entered the plains of

the Carnatic, when the Bengal and Madras dlwsmns separated,

~each proceeding to its respective presidency. The princes ac-
companied Lord Comwallis to Madras. A
4ih August.—This forenoon, wishing to obfain some mfor

‘mation respecting the sailing of the Ponsborne for Bengal, I

i went to Fort St, George. I always had much pleasure in pass-

‘ing in my palanquin ever the well-construsted drawbridges,
and through the long subterrancous passages of this fort. My e

" bearers ran with more than usual good-humour and agility over f
these smooth ways, while the deep arches of the noble gate- {5l
ways, and the vaulted roofs under which we passed, vesounded =
with their choeerful and cheering song. On these occasions i}

- had an opportunity of observing the construotion of fhis fine

fortress, the great extent and massive strength of its defencea, _

and the symmetry and order of ifs interior arrangement. Isaw

. several guns upon the walls, both towards the sea and plain,

and was told that they were capable of receiving upwards of
900,  The works had been much improved of late years,

particularly since the capture of the fort by the French under

General Bourdonnaye in 1744.
The u\tensmn and zmprn%ment of the settlement beyoud
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';Port;uguese, and Armenians,

'f,'_ﬂowed by my palanquin, I perceived an Armenian prmtmg—
office. My curiosity leading me into it, the chief or saper-

o the nse: proba.bly of the Armenian Church estabhshed in the
town. He was 80 obl}gmw on 1wy coming away as to give me a
finted- sheet as & specimen of his work.
: | But the late extension and 1mpmvemenb of this presidency
'jiwere perha,pfs most visible on the Choultry Plain, in the number
‘and elegance of the villag which covered this, and in the excel-
"'lltance of the roads which led to it. These villas, formerly very

] umted both 48 to number and convenience, now amounted to

favourable issue of the late war would give a further nnpulse to
;_.the increase and splendour of these habitations. |

"""afm. This country, called the (arnatie, belonored to a nabob,

seemed to be the esplanade of Fort St. George. I was not,

_ﬁhe admmmtratmn of the Nabob’s possessions, bus without hav-
;ing been able to obtain their cession by arnicable ‘means, and

the 'walls anpea.red to have been equally greab The blacl{ |
,tow'n, an inconsiderable natwe village not many years previous, =
~ had now acquired the extent and population of a city, it bemg'_“ i
' "mere than three miles in length, and containing above 300,000
'-Imhabxta.nts no longw natives a,loue but Euohsh Dutch Frenoh ! '._'}'

Wa.lkmg through the streets of this town one aiternoon,'_”?.’.;..

intendent received me very civilly, and showed me his little
'sba'bhshment containing two presses, one of which was at work.
Te put into yay hand some books he had printed. They con-
tained parts of the Scripture, prayers, and religious discourses

-'Tmore than 200, remarkable for their beauty and taste. It
__-aemed probabla that the increased security resulting from the !

© 1 had concluded that the country around Madvas bLlOﬂé,Pd._..
to the East Tndia (‘mnpmy, but found that this was not the
an independent prinee, a8 far, ab least, as a native sovereign
'..could be considered independent who lived under the muzzles

_,,f the Company’s guns. The Carnatic, thus circumstanced,

'bherefore su nm%d {0 hear that the Com pany had long coveted |
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" their justice and moderation had hif;_}rié'rtp-prexfented their having
recourse to any other, ' How long these virtues might prove a ' =
barrier between the Company’s strength and the Nabob’s weak-

nesg, the history of human nature from the time that the woll
and lamb met at the saie stream seemed to make very uncer |
tain. A slight transgression or unguarded imprudence on the

part of the Nabob, the perfidious insinuation of an enemy, i
flattering the known wishes of the Company, might be fatal to-" e

the existence of the Carnatic as an independent atate.! IR
8th August—Colonel Doveton having very obligingly offeled iy

'to introduee me to the young Princes, the Captain of the Pons-

borne expressed a wish to accompany me. On our entering
their rooms they seemed quite glad to see us, asked ws, through

Colonel Doveton, to sit down, inquired whether we had break- =
fasted, our names, and many other questions. There 1s not
much difference in their size, The youngest, named Mirza, is |

_ the most plessing. He is fair, with large, handsome eyes. He
was very cheerful and polite; talked a great deal to ug, and

very sensibly, though not eight years of age. W_hén__ he heard {

that we should see 'Lo:rd Cornwallis, he desired, with tears el
~his eyes, to be remembered to him.  “Tell Ifu_l_'r.I_'Gor.nWallis that

he is always with me.” Mr Smart, a miniature painter, who | '

_ told me to my surprise that he had taken my mother’s picture,
was taking their likenesses, ' They ave to be sent, when finished,
to Tippoo Saib; for Lord Cornwallis having asked him if he

would like to have his sons' pictures, “ Yes,” said he, “provided = 1¢

_they be accompanied by Lord Cornwallis’s.”

The Princes gave us some beetel-nut and some very fine . 1

attar of roges, They have a charming house inside the fort, and

1 Subsegnently the Indian Government did take possession of the Nabob's
conntry on the plea of having discovered amongst the archives of Seringapatam
traces of a connivance between the father of the reigning prince and Tippoo Saib,
The whole of this proceeding presents, T vegret to say, one of the most pmn"ul
transactions of our'Indian history.

The Nabob had a magnificent palace a few miles from Madras, to which, some

years afler, he inyited me to a splendid entertainment, to mect Admiral Rainier, ©

- Lord Bentinck, and Sir Arthur Wellealey.




verrythmg m'grea}t stylu. They hswe .thelr: own servants and-”._'_'.-'

some staorc has been bullt for them that they may & ee ‘the shlps Tl
in the roads. - | - _
1 had now been ashoreﬁewht days, receiving the most
:hosplta.ble attentions from Mr George Parry and his friends,
and much satxsfacbmn from this first specimen of an Indian life,
when blue peter once more called me to the marrow limits of it
my cabin. : - fel
Py monsoon, thouﬂ*h near its chann'e bemg atill favourable, A
1 few days took us to the entrance of the small gulf called
Balasore Roads, s1tuabed at the north-west angle of the Bay of
Bentra,l a.nd Ieadmtr to the mouth of the Gancres, or, stmctly
8 peaLmG' of the Hoogley branch of that river.
' Anold seaman does not consider his voyacre ‘over till his
ship is safe in port; bub 7 concluded that owrs was now
terminated. T soon found, however, that the most dangerous
';ipart of it was before wus, the mouth of the Ganges being
obstmct;ed and rendered extremely infricate by numerous
" sands and shoals which mn a congiderable distance into the
“gen. As we approached the angle of the bay, where these
'___'da,nﬁers begin, the wind became variable and squally, and the
' --:Weather altogether very threatening. On each side of us was
2 dangerous shore, and the sandheads, as they are called, were
before us. A current, or tide, was always running with great '
*rapidmy In case of foul weather in the night, withont a pilot
~on board, our situation might become very critical. We were
",:'; 100, it appeared just at the worst season for this part of our
voyage, it being “the breaking up,” as it was termed, of the
southerly monsoon, when amidst an apparent conflict between
- opposite winds and contending storms, this great periodical
- current of air, one of the most marvellous and providential
pheno mena of -the globe, shifts to the oppc}sﬂte point of the
,compa.ss.
' Ow: brave C;aptam now showed more anxiety than I had

:mme of Ti_ppoos vaqueels, yery. venerable old men. A hand- |




. well as to the rules of insurance.

| stood off again, sailing towards the usual cruising ground of the

 measured terms; stamping when the sailor in the look-out

~ ever seen hnn dxscover, Lven dlil‘lnﬂ' the Worst of the storms WB*;Z i
s ;;__'had encountered Shoals, currents, and lond, are the drea.d of | i e
an experienced seaman, and here we had all thesc. Ifs 50
~ happened, moreover, that both the captain and his prmclpa,l'._
officers were strangers, to this dlfﬁcult navigation, their voyages
having always been to China. He was therefore very impatient
" to fall in with a pilot, and loudly declared his disappointment
' and displeasure at not meeting with one so soon as he had
expected.  To enter the Ganges without a pilot was quite im-
possible for so large a ship, particularly at ‘this season, and Was i
besides contrary to the regulations of the Zfompa,ny’s sewice, as

Having stood to the west, and made the coast, about Pomtj
Palmiras, as we supposed, and thus verified our situation, we

 pilot vessels. As the evening advanced, the woather became
more and more threatening, and the (Captain more and .more__.'f_f'_
uneasy. A man was kept aloft to look out for a pilot, but
* could see nothing. The lead was Lept; going from the main
~ chains, and the depth of water “sung out™ at each cast. '_
The Gaptam walked up and down the quarterdeck with hls_;
'- telescope in ‘hig hand, and expressing his ill-humour in no 4

 answered that no sail was in sight, or the leadsman proclaimed =
a diminished depth of water. At length night closed upon ms.
The Captain’s displeasure now became extreme, He looked
~ ahead of the ship in the direction of the pilot-ground through
- his night glass, a telescope contrived for seeing objects a].mosﬁ. in’
. the dark! The sailor had descended from the rnain-topmast
head; but the lead was continued to be cast without inter-
 mission. We kept on our course under shortened sail, but still, =
~no pilot appearing, doubis began to be entertained of the
correctness of our reckoning. The land we had seen might 1ot
have been Point Palmiras, or the tides might have set the ship. 0 i

1 1t is difficult to catch the objects with this glass. Théy are seon jnverted.



‘out of her 's'u'iiposed" Hii*éctioﬁ': \ Thé'l-f'*abtain hoﬁévér,- had 80
:mueh conﬁdence in his calculation that he would not admit any

";3 dm}cted mmn.st the pilot. His vociferations were terrific in
"the da,rkness and sbﬂlness which prevailed ; for nothing was.
heard in the ship but his voice, and the song of the leadsman,

it quicker succession, the anchor was veady to be let go, and all

the word being given. 1t seemed the most prudent course to
:.“put ahout at once, and stand to the south, in order to get
?deeper waler and move sea-room, and there lic on and, off till
‘morning,  But prudence and caution, or even the ratignal
-_pertwns of these, entered less than other good qualities info the
character of the Captain. His courage was made of sterner
i stuff, Rouo'h bold, resolute, he was rather disposed, in situa-

_'._'tlons of difficully, to seek sa,f(,ty hy overcoming danger than by

receding from it. |

' We accordingly went on, dark as it was, every now and

iﬁ:-_:then firing an 18-pounder, and burning lichts. At last a light

| was 'séen right ahead. More guns were fired, yet no answer
- was made, and we shortly after saw no light, yet kept a good

 Jook-oub and went on. It was an hour or two before we saw

the light acra,m We now su p’f)msed it was 2 pilot, and yet did

_ not gel nearer, thongh we had been gailing after it several hours,
. The Captain was very much vexed with them for leading him,

a8 he said, such a “wild-govse chase,” and swore he would let

~ go an anchor. However, at last we came up to the ship, which

was a pilot’s,  We sailed close to him, when the Captain with

his 'biggeét trumpet, instead of hailing him in the usual conrteous

. manner, called him all the names he could think of for ot

. coming on board of us. There was something awful in hearing
the Captain with his loud voice swearing at the pilot through

error on his part His denunciations, therefore, continued to

'_Hls ‘activity, however, seemed to increase with his anger and
_ _'uneasmess, no precaution to ensure the satety of the .5h1p. il
'ff:_rdurmg the night was omitted. The casts of the lead followed .

"hands Were prepared to put the ship about, or bring her to, upon BT




i the trumpet e dide  Rverything else was silent as he

‘gpoke. Even the pilot qeemed frightened, and undoubtedly i

was astonished. We sent our boat for him, and. were all most
* glad to get him on board, for it was a dangerous place it
a pilot acquainted with the currents and sands. The former :
were so strong against us that though we had plenty of wind
we wore all the night in getting up with the ship, only a few Ml
miles ahead, and which the pﬂot declared was at anchor all the

time.

So far we had a fair wind, and pretty good: woat}u,r though_ e

threatening o blow, and we expected to reach Diamond
Harbour, where the Indiamen lie, in two days; but the next

morning the wind changed, and blew strongly against ws.
However, by tacking about we got on a lttle. We came to . i ok

an anchor at night, and the next morning it blew u perfect
gale of wind, and there was an immense sca runming. I

believe nobody on board ever experienced such weather as
we now had. We pitched most heavily. The sea came

quite over the head of the ship, and even up to the sprit-sail

yard, One anchor and cable would not hold ‘us ; we there-_:._'r-:..;.:

Hfore veered away another cable, and even then drove so fast
towards the sands that we were obliged to let go another .

anchor, We now had two anchors and three cables out; bui;'”;
“even these would not hold the ship, She rode so hard, and =
pitehed so violently and deep that one of our cables, which was

quite new, snapt, and we lost fhe anchor and whole cable.
We let go unother anchor hefore the ship had time to drift far, ;

and the gale being fortunately rather abated, the two now held

her, We were, however, unable to move from our critical

. situation, the sands being all round us, and remained here toss- i
ing about two days longer, when the wind coming more to the i

south we made sail, and crossed some very dangerous sands,'
called the Draces, and steered for the French flats, |

All this was a very anxions and painful time to the Gaptqin, A
~who never left the deck. Besides the pilot we had on board, = -



i vessal .._.w'lth another pﬂct on baard her *md also i qecondf.”
pﬂot vessel, which, seeing our distress, had come to our assistance,

went before us to sound, and show us the way. We also

‘ "snuuded. every minute—a measure of such importance that
. the pilot had brouﬂht hig own man and line on board to sound
e oy him, I:ndeed we went entirely by sounding, and had nothlng ey

. else to direct us through this most dangerous nayvigation, for we =

S L

"under water, 'We saw some buoys, but could not trust to them,
' ag it was probable they had drifted in the gale or moved with
.i”"the sands themselves, for these are liable to move in such storms,
s a cireumstance which of course adds much to the danger. Our

“two vessels which went ahead were also extremioly useful, for

" 10 tell us the depth of the water.
_ ‘That night we anchored on the French flats, close to the two
. vessels which had conducted us, the sea running very high and
. all of us pitching very heavily. Our guides, the two puot
. schooners, were comparatively light and drew bub little water,
* but the Ponsborne was a large heavy ship with a eargo on board.
As the current was at the time very strong, there was a great
. strain upon her cable, upon the strength of which our safety
. mainly depended. 1t blew dreadfully hard all night, and there
. was a good deal of anxiety on board, At length the accident so
-"'muoh apprehended took place. At an early hour in the morning
~ we parted from our anchor. We were now in a very dangerous
~ situation, for if we had not been prepared to make sail we should
- certainly have been upon some of the sands, and then it would
~ have been all over with ns.  We however made sail immediately
. the cable broke, and happily cleared the sands, and that morning .
el gc-t into the Ganges. The next morning, Friday the 17th, we
- weighed anchor for the last time, and in the afternoon reached
~ Diamond Harbour after having escaped many dangers.
- Our passage from the Downs had been four months and a

" could see neither the land nor the sky, and the sands were all s

'- situation would have been desperate without a good pilot: - The

after every heave of their lead they waved a flag over the stern




\.I_-I-jj_“‘half I felb on thw ocoasion that fev* momenta ‘are more .
-. 1mpruswe than thet in which we enter port after a long voyage. _._-
1 also felt the thankfulness and gratitude which every humble

and reflecting mind must feel on such an occasion, and returned

my sincere acknowledgments to the divine Providence which

 had watched over so many lives in so lono‘ a course across the
. fathomless and pathless deep. |

Soon after our arrival a ship with scarcely any sail set came

in from sea and passed close to us with extraordinary rapidity,

o impelled by the violence of the wind and fide. Her destitute
and crippled state manifested her extreme distress. I ran to =
the ganwale and saw her shoot by. Her captain and crew

were upon deck, but seemed helpless, for, as we perceived, she

 had lost her anchors. While looking at her and dreading her
. fate, there seeming no possibility of bringing her to, we saw herlf" i
tum suddenly towards the shove, ag intending to run against it,

but instead of stopping there she sailed, as it were, across the
country. She had entered a small nullah that was fall nearly

to its banks, so that her hull was seen above them. Her =
appearance as she went winding along, high over the felds, was
very singular.  Her course became gradually less rapid, and at

last we had the satisfiction of seeing it arrested without
apparent accident ; her masts, which we expected to see over-
‘board, remaining upright over the land. The preservation of

this vessel was evidently owing to the intelligence of her pilot, .
who skilfully ran her into this small creek with which he wag:

acquainted, although it was very little wider than herself. .

On Wednesday the 22nd August I left the Ponsborne, w1th' W
the Captain and some other passengers for Caleutta, about sixty.

- miles higher up the river. This, as we advanced, became

- narrower, but still remained a wide and noble stream, The tide

being with us and carrying us rapidly along, we procesded

~ smoothly in the middle of the stream with but little assistance
from our oars till the tide turned in the afternoon, when we
came-to during the ebb, anchoring our budgerow, as our hand-



me co ered boat was called, a fow yards from the bank, that
she might not be left dry as the water fell. We set off again
with the head of the flood, and the next morning passed
through Garden Reach, a long reach running east and west

_'_;'631dence of the superintendent of the Corapany’s botanical
warden. It was a large upper-roomed houge not many yards

_‘_.1]1&5 on the left bank were called, surrounded by verdant
_‘gmunds 1a1d out m the lunwhsh 5tyle, wzth the Granges ﬂowmfr j
”',d\oea-everybody WhO sees 1t for the first tlme, as smg_ularly
. delightful. These charming residences announced our approach
.~ to the modern capital of the Fast, and bespoke the wealth and
. luxury of its inhabitants, Turning suddenly to the north, at the
end of this reach, the “ Uity of Palaces,” with its lofty detached
flat-roofed mansions and the masts of its innumerable shipping,
‘appeared before us on the left bank of the Ganges; and on the
. same side, in the foreground of this beautiful perspective, were
;'u._'thfa extensive ramparts of Fort William, Passing this elegant
. fortress, we had on our right the even, verdant plain, properly
' the esplanade of the fort, which separates it from the city. A
- range of magnificent buildings, including the Ctovernor’s palace,
the council-house, the supreme court-house, the Accountant-
" Gleneral’s office, etc, extended eastward from the river, and
then turning at a right angle to the south, formed, on two
sides, the limit both of the city and plain, Nearly all these
‘buildings were occupied by the civil and military officers of
‘Government, cither as their public offices or private residences,
They were all white, their roofs invariably ﬂah surrounded by
- light colonnades, and their fronts relieved by lofty colnmns
. supporting deep verandahs, They were all separated from each
“ other, each having its own small enclosure, in which, at a little

~a fow miles below Calcutta. Handsome villas lined the |
left or southern bank, and on the opposite shore was the

from the nver, aloncr the edge of which the garden itgelf
‘oxtended, The situation of the elegant garden houscs, as the




d:sta,noe from the house, were the kitchen, cellars, s'tdreioéms;f'_"

. ete, and a large folding gate and porter’s lodge at the entrance, )
No part of the city oceupied by the natives was pcrcewable,_ it

1t being higher up the river, as well as move inland, to the east,
extending a great way in both directions.  Our boat having

cleared the esplanade and a part of the city, arrived opposite

the old fort, the first military work of the Company in Bengal,

and whose diminutive size and inferiority in every respect as.'_-'_'.,."'_'if
compared with Fort William, which we had just passed,
strikingly exhibified the subsequent rapid and vast extension of

 the Company’s military power in these countries. = It was now
entirely dismantled, and its casements appropriated to the
'reception of the goods of the Company, and the merchandise of
the custom-house, the direction of which was within its walls.
Upon the custoni-house wharf, extending from one end of the
fort to the other, I saw immense piles of goods of vavious sorts,
imports and exports. Along the shore in front of the wharf.

and to the north as far as I could see, were a great many shIPs,

all manned with native gailors, but commanded principally byt

: '_ Hnglish captuins, and chiefly belonging either to these eaptains :

or to British houses of trade established in Calcutta, These

ves:s’els, called “country ships,” were employed in the Indian i

seas exclusively, principally between Bengal, China, and Bombay, =
never going, nor being allowed to go, beyond the Cape of Good

. Hope, unless by a specific license from the Fast India Conpany,
who possessed, by their charter, a monopoly of the trade to

Europe. 1 was told that most of these ships were constrncted
of teak, a wood more durable for marine purposes than oak, it
- possessing an oil that prevents the corrosion of the nails and
iron bolts-—a great advantage, which the oak has not. .

I guitted the boat at a spacious sloping ghaut or landing-

place, close to the north-west angle of the old fort. The &
lower part of the slope went some way into the water, and was

crowcled with natives, men and women, bathing with their .
clothes, or rather c¢loths on, and which they dexterously con-



, xtenswe tank surroundu,d by 5ubsta,nt1a1 brmk masom'y
_ eﬁtermr pahsade and hzw;mg a ﬂ1gh* of wide steps at’
h end, east and west.  Numbers of natives were descendmg
,esé steps o ﬁll their water jars and other vessels. Some,_
tead of jars, had pig-skins slung at their backs, and which,
hen ﬁlled had mther 4 ludicrous appearance, exhibiting the
rm of the animals from which they were taken. The skin.
"_'ng auhmerged in. the Wator, was filled at a small aperture
fﬂ; mme,wad ab the end ef the neak and when full this open-
wa.s txed up mth a plece of leather, which Dbeing loosened to
the degree necessary, the water 3p1rted out, in a greater or
maller stream, according to the pressure of the man's hand,
ito the jars of his customers, o the pots of the people who met
hxm in the streets - All this was done, from the filling to the
mptymg, without unslmdma ‘the skin, the carrier morely '_
‘bearing it forward over his side ‘when discharging the water, '

much ag an or%mpl&yer in the street does his organ. I saw o

:-several of these people branch off with their singular burthens
:lnto the. numerous wide streets leading from the square.
Many younrr women also w:.th larrre clrcular earnnﬁ-s in’

mo'unted the staps, _holdmcr Wlth one hand & Jar or mtcher upun A

the head. Nothing could. be more elegant and picturesque than

the att1tude and whole appearance of these delicate well- formed '.
nmalbs, thh their light white dress, consisting of one long '

pwce of cloth, whmh descending from the head enclrclod the
waist, and fell in graceful folds neﬁ.ﬂy to the ankle, not straight,
huﬁ slopmg, leawmg one leg more ex posed than the other.
Streng]y did the scene before me recall to my mind the beautiful
‘picture of the mmemt manners of the Fast, where the daughter of

__huel 13 reprefsented with hear' “large earrings’ and i he'wy




hraeelets ‘a8 ske % Went down to the Well mth her pxtehex, ancl;
:,vame up again.’ 4t
. At the angle by which I entered the bl s}qua,re as the',._,_
- great area was called, stood an obelisk in a neglected ruinous
| state. Ag it was only a few yards out of my way, I went up to
. it.  From my very early years fow thmgs had filled my mmd---_'
~ with more horror than the very name of the Black Hole nff-"”"'
Caloutta, although the exact history of its tragic oelebnty was :
unknown to me. With peculiar force was this impression
revived, when, on-deciphering an almost obliterated inscription,
I found that the column which I beheld was the monument
_which had been erected to the memory of the victims of that
- horrible massacre. A native who accompanied me pointed to |
i the part of the fort south of the principal ga.te in which the,
fatal dungeon itself was situated.
I now countinued my Way along th{, north side of the square,
 having on my right the palisades which surrounded the tank,
~and on my left a row of handsome houses, extending nearly the
 whole length of the square, called “the Writers' Buildings.”
Passmg next, down the eastern side of the square, T quitted it at
 the south-east angle, and after a fow sireets, very cvenly paved
~ with red brick, arrived at the house which the respectable old
. purser, who had left the ship on her reachmfr Diamond Harbour S
~ had taken for the captain,
Here I sat down in an onter room, considering What I
- should do next. Although my father's unremitting zeal ha.d- s
procured me several letters to pefs;ons living in Calcutta, there
. was no one amongst thems whom my family knew personally, or
. to whose house I could go at once. It was necessary therefore =
that 1 shonld establish myself somewhere before I could hegin
. to deliver my letters, and I knew not where to go in the first _
‘instance, In any other country the easy and obvious course =
would be to go to an inn,  Bubt I was told that there were
' no inns in Caleutta, or such alone as were not considered
reputable,  In this respect therefore it seemed that the City =




ﬂ:-:bemg upr]ghﬁ 11ke a sedan chan' entnred eScorted byl.-;_{
serva.nt.s handsomely thessed Wlﬁh whlte, ﬂowmg tumcs ]

_.and _"frankness of resolu tlon and mtalhgence tha.t gaw 8 ]us’r, :_ i
dea of his 1 many excellent quahmeq. il _ | il
Such a reoeptmn of the stranger tonﬁmung the 0p1n1011 il
'hmh his numerous retinue had gwen me of his mlport;ance, 1
was induced to 1nqmre who he was, when I was told that he. |
2 the. head of the Bengal wmarine establishment. After con-
ersing some time with the Captain in the great hall, an order
to have his pa.lanqum ready, and the bustle of the servants,. '
inouriced his departure, when, as e was retuining through
the - oam m Whmh 1 wa.ﬁ mh‘nmg, some clrcumstance, l knew not_;'

1 on shore, what i thoughb of the *Lppearance 0f Tndm, whnt |
_eant to do wha,t frlends I had m Calcutta 2 In rep]y to the'




__rom whmm pray, ma.y 1t be?” ' I replied, “'From Mr. Williax
Bensley of London” “A letter to me from Mz, Bensley ik
. Come, come, my young fmend you must come with me,”"" He'
- gave orders to his attendants for another palanguin, and this
. being ready, T at his desire. got into it, and accompanied hlm
. much surprised at the situation in which I so suddenly and
i unexpectedly found myself. We proceeded along at a quick
. pace, my pa.lanqum by the alde of I:us, his attendants around
o Both, |
YW enbered the great square, wzth Lhe tank in the mxddle ,
and continued along its southern side, w——that is, the side OPPOSlte-"-
" to the one on which I had traversed it previously —and i in a few
‘minutes more arrived at the enclosure of a large white flat-
. roofed mansion standmg near the uanges a litle below the
_ point at which I had landed not two hours before. Upon

'-:'-creu:mu out of my palanquin, which my mmble bearers had

 carried up the steps and put down at the bottom of the grand
.:.'-sta.ucase the old gentleman said that that was bis house, a.nd-‘.-,
 my future home, Aacendmg, then, the grest. staircase, he led
 me through some rooms of vash d1mensmns and leavmo me.on
"'a sofa in one of fhem for a minute or two, returued with hzs--
_";_'lady and daughter and introduced me to them. After many--
 most imevldly expressions from them all they held a short cons
' sultation together, at the end of which the kind old genﬂamanlz )
_conducted me to a magnificent. apartment which he placed
entirely at my dlsposal desiring me to command freely what-
ever I wanted. He said that his lady and daughter would'
Jprocure such servants as I should require, and in a few hours I
found mysell surrounded by a group of ten men, who respect-
. fully saluted me as their master and desived to recoive my
 orders,—bhe head man of the pa,rty offering me a few pieces of
. coin upon g folded white cloth as a ‘present ; nor could he be;’
. satisfied i1 I accepted if, ' : B
This memorable incident attending my hrat lanchng m;"
'_”Bengal was ag important as unexpected It was a great and




ome'm a most respectable famﬂ) i mtroduced me trJ the Testiin
.eiéty in Caleutta; and had a va,lmble future influence on i
uceess by enabhng me to avoid the expeuses and embarrass«-"' Uil
ents 80 irequeutly aftendant upon the first arrival smd aetble»— g
ent of a young man in India. | . SR B
I must therefore ever feel that, of the many frlends I ha,v‘, i
d the good fortune to meet with in my journey through life,
ne of the greatest certainly was Captain Cudbert Thornhill,
 oldest European inhabitant of Calcutta; the same gentle-

- man Who, being at J udda in the Red Sea when Mr. Bruce the
Abybsmxan traveller arrived there, under much difficulty,
rendered him very essentla,l service,—as acknowledged by Mr.
ruce,—manifesting towards him that same active benevolence |
for which he was always distinguished.

e Wlth the smceresb gratitude and aff‘ectmn shall Iever
revere the memory of this most kind and excellent man, I
f.understood that before he knew of nty having an introduction

i"’:-to him, my youthful and friendless appeamnce had disposed
hlm to offer me his probectlon.

NOTL 1.—Lokrp © CORNWALLS

Amongst my numerous other friends I can never forget my
obhga.tlons to Lord Cornwallis (the Governor - General), and
‘Uolonels Ross, Haldane, and Skelly, his lordship’s aides-de-camp,
Sir William Jones, Siy John Murray, ete., ete. . ;

. My notes say :—“ I dine very often thh Lord Cornwallis, and
m invited to all his cntertainments, At his levees he never fails
1o address me in the kindest manner.” - Measures of public utility,
‘anambitious and just, and a deportment dignified, without pride or
stentation, had caused his administration to be very popular, and
himgelf much beloved.  He was tall and somewhat corpulent.
‘His countenance express#-d the benevolence of his dispogition,
‘There was something in his manner that veminded me of my
father's particular friend, Mr. John Hingeston.!

2 It might Dbe said of Mr. Hingeston, as of Lord Cornwallis, that he was = .
iespeomlly it blest mth plam reason aud with aober sense,”  Let mo here ae- A




NOTI‘ 2 ~——Commm, SKELLY

Iﬁ was during this summer (1793) that I had to lament ‘the
~death of a most gentlemanly, accomplished man, from whom T had
received much kindness during my stay in Caleutta — Colonel
Skelly, aide-de-camp, as I have saad and particular friend of Lord
. Cornwallis, under whom he served with much reputation in the
' war against Tippoo. He particularly distinguished himself by a
very gallant defence of the Sultan redoubt, near Sermmpatam,
- when re-ateacked by Tippoo, from whom it had been taken a few
hours previously, in the general assault of his lines. The Colonel’s
death was a great shock to Lord Cornwallis. 1
There was every probability that his talents and family mteres’ \
(he being related to the Duke of Gordon) would eventually raise
him to the post of Commander-in-chief. I had been introduced to
this oxcellent man by Mr. Nathaniel Davison, formerly British =
Consul at Nice, and of late years tenant to my father in his house
at Twickenham, which he covered, during his residence in it, with
~a beautiful dolichos. My father used to be much pleased with
Colonel Skelly’s letters to Mr. Davison, and with his admirable
sketches of scenes in the Mysore campaign. How ‘much more
would he hayve been pleased with Colonel Skelly himself, whose
polished mind and fascinating conversation a,nd manners wer
smgularly congenial with his own. :

Eoth formed by nature happlly to steer,
From grave to gay, from lively to severs ;
Correct with spirit, eloquent with ease,
Intent to reason, and polite fo please,

Mz, Davison had the Colonel's portrait in the Twickenham &
house. The amiable Consul has since followed his friend to the
grave.

NOTE 3.—SR Wity JoNus

Tn the hot season of this year (1794) India deplored the loss of _,
one of the most distingnished men that had ever visited Her
shores ; and I lost, in that event, one of my kindest friends. Sir
William Jones dmd at Calentta of the liver complaint, after a shurt

knowledge iy many obligations, in my early days, to this virtnous, unaﬁeated
generous man.  Often did I receive the “good he did by stealth,” when [ wasa =
hoy af school,  The practice of hays receiving money from any persoa but their =
parents 1 think a very nnworthy one, though there was a time when Iwas faptuh o sl
from being of this opinion; but the custom existing, this sincere and lberal =

gentleman never shirked it-—He was sure to be in the way the last day of the |
hohdayJ




' ly | ted by all classes, Europea.n i
Ve, and was  indeed a pubhc misfortune, interrupting
ot rs for which it was gearcely possible o find another
idual uniting similar quahﬁca.tmnsﬂ-such a knowledge of the il
ic Ianguages, 50 refined a judgment, and such mdefatlgable
. All his time, public and private, when on the bench as O
dge, o when, amidst the Bramins of Nuddea,, he explored the
tont of ages past,” was devoted to the public good. His
ivate hours, at the time of his death, were employed upon a
mslation of the Institutes of Men, a work as 1mporta,nt as eunous,
hemg the Justinian code of Hindoo law. = J
Sir William meant to return to England as soon as the wmk":-_,
gh uld he ecompleted, pmwedmﬁ, it was Sa.ld first to China, thenee
‘Bencaolen and Bombay, aud so up the Red Sea and overland to
Hurope.  Lady Jones had left India the year before. Sir William
was buvied at Caleutta, and on his tomb was p]aced the

f,illo._'__ ng eplt.aph writ.teﬂ hy himself 1~

Here was. deposnted e
tha mortal pars of & man
wha feared God but not death
" and maintained independence
but sought not riches §
who thonght none below him
iy - but the base and unjust;
| none above him but the wise and virtuous ;
'who loved his parents, kindred, friends, and country ;
s ancl having devoted hig hfe to their serviee, :
~ and the improvement of his mind,
~ resigned if calmly,
giving glory to his Creator,
. wishing peace on earth
~ and goodwill to all hig creatures,
Ve dhe on the 27th April
m i;he ye&t of our blessed Redeemer 1794 3

i SirWﬂlmm J onés was only forty-aight yem. of age at the tinte of lus death
| avi_ng been born m London in the year 1746 SRS _




PART II

FROM BAN‘I‘IPOEE TO I’)EHLI

left banl: of the Ga.nges, slxty mﬂes a.bove Oalcutta.
posscssed an mdustrmua, peaceful and happy popula,twn
70,000 inhabitants, ent:rely Hindoos, and was the centre of a
great manufacturing district. The industry of ages had brough '
its muslins to the highesi degree of perfection. 1T '

' amongst the choicest productmm of India, and ° were exporte&
it large qua,ntmes ta Europe. ' The Ea,st Indla. Qompany con

of Edward Fletcher, Esq., whosa deputy I was Rteal
This fa,ctory and the proapenby of Sa.ntlpore have sm__
eeased to exist; the calicoes and muslins of India, even for
Indian use, hmnng been suppla,nted by the sheam Ioams' f
Manchester. _
~ The rains having set in before the 20th June (1794), an
the rivers having been considered open soon after, T had, sme_
the end of that month, been expecting to hear that the Com*
mander-in-chief, whom I was to accompany in his voyage up.f
~ the Ganges, had left Caleutta. I was, however, informed from'
 time to timue that the business of Government still detained Hi
Excellency at; the Pres:dencv At length I heard of In_ i

had upon the look-out retumed to sa.y tha.t his boats Wera_
_ commg to for ’rhe night, a few miles only below :aa.nt:poreq




16 m"--j_evgnma’ therefore. I took Ieave of Mr Fleteher and
. went on board my hudgerow ! stationed at the ;_-,haut at which |
! I‘had ]andbd on my first amval from Calcutta in the preceding .

3 rose early the next mormnn to make the necessary pre- L
"pa.ratmns ; had the pegs and shore-ropes loosened and the sails
unfurled, and everything ready for my joining the General on
-'hIS passing. At the hour of sunvise the ghaut presented the =
uaI spectade of such a place when within the reach of an
exbensive Hmdoo populatmn. Hundreds of the peaceable
inhabitants of Santipore of both sexes and of all ages, of every
condition, of every shade of caste, from the expounder of the
Shastah to the industrious Tantee? or Ruftagur, had left their
homes at the break of day to bathe in the waters of the Ganges,
Amongst the erowd were many of my personal acquaintances,
who seemed Pleased to have this opportunity of repeating their
expressions of attachment and their good wishes for the suceess
of my voyage and my safe return. The servants of my
gt estabhshment whom I did not mean to take with me, and some
of the officers of the woty, came on board to bid me farewell. |
- Of this number was ‘my mild and amiable teacher, the Bramin
- Rhadanant. Hu ropeated the regret he had all along expressed |
ab not accompa,nymg, me, dwelling upon the duty he should
; dJsoharge and the satisfaction he should consequently  ex-
perience in seeing for once in his life the waters of the “ CGireat
- River”® and the holy city of Casi’ The group which sur-
| _rounded my boat was increased by the relatmn&. of my attend-
‘ants.  Many of these expressed a desire to accompany their
'E.frlends but the number of such request& made it impossible for

LR A budgerow is a large pleasure boat, havmg two spacious rooms (a sitting
and 4 sleeping rooin) surrounded by venetian blinds, It is contrived for sailing
.' or rowing, having a high mast (for mmnaml and topsails) and from twelve to
© sixtéen oars, : :
: g‘# 2 Quay. : 3 Weaver of the fine muslius.

" * Finisher of the fine mushm * Factory.
& The real Ganges, of which the Caleutta stream is only a branch,
7 The sacred name of Bcnareb. ' |




 attracted my notice, as well by hor youthful appeamnce as

~ womean of about fifteen, who sat near the edge of the water,

;_me fo complv mth them. One of the thmng in partm ilar

by the cmpq.renb fervour of her dlstless. It was & ‘prety }'oung--f

~ upon which she gazed with a strong expression of sorrow
' through the opening in the light muslin which fell from the top.
~ of her head and almost covered her face. Upon my inquiring
- who she was, and what was the cause of het trouble, the young
man whom T had engaged as cook made his way through the
. vircle, and approaching me said she was his wife; that havmg"
. been but recently married her sorrow af their separatlon was
 areat, but that she would be taken care of by her parents il
his return. T said she would apparently be more satisfied
under his own care, and thab he had better therefore 1ema,1n at:
. home with her. He replied that he had a great desive to
accompany e, but. confessed that the principal comxdemﬁmn ‘
which had led him to separate himself from his wife 50 80011'-
. after their wiion was a desire to Visit Cagi. Perbaps then, T
“gaid, the best way would be for your wife also to wvisit Gasa.,
The poor fellow’s countenance brightened at this suggestion. T
 desired him to make the proposmon to his wife, and she
receiving it with great satlsfactmn rose from her c].ole :
position and went on board her husbands boat amdst thf-‘{
congratulations of her friends. 0 e
18th July.—The sau had risen about an hour when 1 per
ceived the first boats of the Commandes-in-chief’s flect coraing
round the poinb of land to the south. - Soon after some of the
pinnaces and budgerows cams successively into view, and_
amongst the former I observed two fine vessels ons1dera.b1y:
larger' than the rest, and which T concluded to belong to the

1 This epithet applied to a woman of Bengal ‘will hardly nccord mth'
Furopean ideas, and yet in no part of the world perhaps are the features of
women more rognlar and delicate than in India. The young bride het:
mentioned was an instance of this fact.  As to colour, fhet seems to be a matter by
in which preference is determined by habit. = Our fancy paints a certam parm T
age block, and the Hmdoos make hlm white, j e




wﬂ:h ﬁheir lofty m&ats were 1mposmgly cox:spmuous and the ’
) 'paa,mnce of the whole, eonmstmrr of more than forty sail,
ead from one side of the river to the other, was very beanti-
ful, and drew for‘bh expressmns of admiration from the people:__
collected near my hoats. They declared they had never seen 5o
__ pleadld a gight. T rema,med at the ghore w]nle the principal -
boats passed. The firsh was a handsome two-magsted pinnace,
the sleepmg-boaﬁ of Sir Robert Abercromby. Tt was followed
}Sy another considerably larger, resembling in form and splend-
“our the ‘boat of state of the Gtoldsmiths’  Company on the
1 amias, bat w1th bhe masts and rlrrgmg mMore a,da.pted for
saﬂmg Thzs vessel was for the reception of the Greneral’s com -
pany st dinner or on other occasions, The boats of the suite,
coin&lstmg of smaller Pinnaces ‘and budgerows, next followed,
_;{lthout parmular order, and the line was closed by 2 number 3
“of boats of various sizes, some carrying the detachment of sepoys
-._,formmg the General’s guard, others the baggage of His Excellency
“and of his staff, others sheep, goats, poultry, wines, and stores of
'3:_311 kinds, In addition to the boats above mentioned belonging
4o the bommander—m-chlef wad a considerable number belonging
: :‘w merchants, who were glad to avail themselves of the secure
- protection afforded by the General’s fleet. As soon as the pin-
‘naces and hudgerows had passed me I cast off from the shove
‘and setting sail at the same time took my station in the rvear of
‘this division, my horse.-fbuat and the coOking-bba.t falling in
‘amongst those of a similar deseription. I had alveady settled a
~ few signals with the manjirs or commanders of ‘my two small
* hoats, so that, amongst other things, I could order my horse
1o be got ready, or elther of the boats to come aloncrs1de my
i'-:-ﬂ-,"'j'htidgerow. ¢

. 'We soon passed befom the hxgh bank on which I ha.d been
f in { the habit of spending a quarter of an hour with the Resident
: of anttpore in our evemng rides, and a httle farther entered a




. long reach of the river mclmmg towands the uorth-west Tlns'-ff" '_
change of direction bringing the wind nearly upon our beam, the
budgerows and all the other round-bottomed boats had some 4
difficulty in keepiug up with the pinnaces, which, having keels L
and jibs, were able to sail nearer the wind. Tndeed, some of the
boats would have been driven over to the leeward shore if part

of their erew had not jumped overboard with the towingline. -

and swam to the windward banlk, near to which they held the
head of the boat while the wind drove her along. Finely =
situated at the end of this reach was Calwa, a large and ﬂourlsh~ e

ing vﬂlaﬁe, having a considerable commerce in grain ; and near

it were some indigo works and a bungalow® belonging to a

' Frenchman, We gradually resumed our direction more to the |

north, which, bringing the wind astern, the fleet again moved
forward under full sail. The boatmen now having little to do, .

I hoisted a signal for one of my small boats to join me, it

sent one of my chuprasses® with a note to the Secretary of the i
Commander-in-chief, requesting him to take an opportunity of*f‘
. informing His Excellency of my having joined the fleet, and afldl
my desire to avail myself of the first occasion he might find it

convenient to mame for paying my respects. to him. Some

tiine after one of the long beautiful rowmg-boats abtendant upcm e
the pinnaces for the purposes of communication brought me an'
answer, saying that His Excellency hoped to see me at dinner

on board the large pinnace, when the flect should come-to for the oo i

- night.

We soon passed on our left the Mirzapore Nullah,® the sp.ob
which I had fixed upon for the establishment of a distillery on
the Company’s account, and such observation as I now had
an opportunity of making confirmed my opinion of the prac-
ticability of that undertaking. The country along the banks
of the nullah, and for some distance to the north appeared parti-
cularly healthy and pleasant.

Some way farther we passed another large village on our

1 A thatched house, 2 Running footmen. 8 Small river or stream.



eft, where fthere was a consxdera,ble mauufa,etory of sugar, whmh e

oy onee yisited mth the Resident of bantlpore. R

itk little after sunseL the General's pinnace shortened saﬂ B

steered towards the western shore, and dropped anchor within a

ow feet of the bank, to which ropes were carvied out and made

_f_asb to strong pegs diiven info the ground. The large dining-

‘pinnace took up her station close by, and the other boats placed

I?_-themselves astern of these, preserving nearly the order in which

'.-;they had sailed during the day. Sentinels were placed on the

shore oppoeute the General’s boats, The fleet extended a con-

iderable way along the bank, a.nd the operations of driving in

the pegs, carrying out the r()pes %ecurma the boats, furling the

ﬁlsaﬂs ete, presented an animated scene.

. The cook of each boat now landed with his pots and utensils, A

' '_and- cleared and swept clean a piece of ground opposite his boat

| suitable to the preparation of dinner for the crew. The little

Foe space thus selected was considered sacred, and no one belonging

- to any other boat, and no one, more particularly of any other

- easte, would have thought of intruding upon it. There are

- many countries in which these appropriations, which were really

~ of some importance for the time they were to last, would hardly

~ have been made by so many persons, strangers for the most part

to each other, without scrambling and contention, or conse-

- quences more serious ; buf here there was not the least disorder,

A 1'10' qua'.rrel]inrr or digsatisfaction, not a word between the different

¢rews, although i in the selection of ground some would be worse

”'oﬁ“ than others,

_ Observing that the officers composing the Gteneral’s staff

& -were__a.ss'embled on the bank not far frora the great pinnace, I
- quitted my boat and walked towards them, when Colonel

- Palmer, whom I knew, introduced me to Colonel Auchmuty,

who introduced me to such officers as were assembled, and to

~ others as they arrived. A gervant announcing that dinner was
‘ready, all went on board the greatb pinnace, where 1 was received
in the pclitest way possible by the Commander-in-chief, whom

i
|




T now saw for the first time, The party oonsmted of Sin Robert
Abercromby, Commander-in-chief of the Forees in India, of
Colonel Auchnuty, Colonel Seott, Colonel Murray, Golonel;-':'_-l,f :
Dyer, Colonel Palmer, Dr, Laird, Major Hall, and Captain
Palmer, aide-de-camp to his father, Colonel Palmer. There ¢
were also the ladies of Colonels Murray and Dyer. After i
~ dinner of great sumptuousness some of the company retired
to the top of the pinuace to enjoy the cool breeze from the
water ; some took a turn upon the shore, where the crews of the
fleett were now taking their principal meal of the day i-n_'a'ff-
way which may be thus described. The curry and riee
eoraposing this humble repast were served out in smell red
earthen plates, or in larger ones when three or four friends
-agreed to mess together. The cook having made the division,
these contented men sat down in groups, some upon the shore,_--:‘;_}_
some upon the decks of the boats, helping tbemselveq from the
plates before them with the fingers of the right hand. Thelr
' only drink was water from the (ianges. S
After a short interval, the tables in the dining- oo
~ being removed, the company re-assembled to La.l_ce coffee and
~ play ab eards or form parties in conversation, The General =
being fond of good coffee, that which was prepared upan
these occasions was of peculiar excellence, being made with =~
the finest mocha by a man whom the General had bronght
from the western cosst of India for that purpose, for he .
had nothing else to do. Well do I remember this man and
| his high-peaked turban as well as his excellent coffee. In sy
- dress and physiognomy he was unlike any native of India I had
hithertc seen. e was very fair, and had a dignity of deport-
ment far above his occupation. A long robe of flowered muslin,
secured round his waist by a long fold of the same material,
descended nearly to his feet. His furban was wound up highina
conical form, like the spiral shells placed upozi chimrley~pieces;' |
In religion he was a Parsee, or worshipper of the sun, being o fol-
lowerof Zerdusht, corrupted by European philologyinto Zovoaster,




jﬁhé chlef obJect of their adora.tlon. |

me fo dismiss it.  On going ashore with the rest of the party I
found a great pumber of lanterns, brought by our servants to
conduet us to our respective boats. The Geeneral retired to his
--'i-jprwate pinnace a few yards ahead. '
. Sir Robert Abercromby was tall, upright, strong and active;
fond of exercise, particularly of walking, and capable = of
-walkmg great distances without fatigue. His features, though
national, were mild, his converqatmn easy and unaffected, his
~manuer, in public and private, at his levees and at his table,
- most dignified and polite. He was of an ancient Scoteh family,
v-f-'ia.n_d brother of Sir Ralph Abercromby, who distinguished him-
© self so much in the conquest of the French possessions in the
' West Indies in the beginning of the war which followed the
French revolution, and afterwards fell gloriously in the battle
which decided the expulsion of the French from Egypt. Sir
‘Robert had served in America in the war which preceded the
~ geparation of the American colonies from Fngland, and often
;'eferred to some of the events of his campaign in that country.
. He was subsequently Commander-in-chief at Bombay, and com-
. manded the Bombay army sent to co-operate with Tord Corn-
i wallis in the war against Tippoo. His demeanour towards the
. officers of his staff who accompanied him up the Ganges was
 particularly kind and friendly,-' and, young as 1 was, when his
daily guest he treated me with eq_ual attention, often taking me
aside and talking with me for half an hour tegcther in the
. course of the evening. Some of the subjects of these conversa-
mons I still remember, as T do with undiminished gratitude the
- numerous. instances of kindness which I received so early in
hf‘e from this most amiable and gentlemanly man.

 Before the party broke up at night the TG up to s
ma and said he should always expect to see me at dinner, and A
understanding that I had brought & cooking-boat with s
observed that I should have no oceasion for it, and requested_




"~ QOolonel Auchmuty was Secretary to the Commander-in-chief,
. had been his companion in America, and was now his friend

" and confidential adviser in India. To a powerful mind, im-

_ proved by an excellent education and polished by literary
pursuits, he joined a great knowledge of the world, the fruit of ._
his extensive travels. His manuer, notwithstanding, was rather

of the old school, his address being formal, _h’is conversation
serious and reserved. Unfortunately many persons mistook

for pride what was merely a peculiarity of habif, and this ©

misconception prevented his being a favourite with the army, or

at least with officers who had business at headquarters, The
Colonel resembled one of those highly-finished pictures which

require a close examination to appreciate their merit. It was
they alone who had the advantage of being admitted to some
degree of intimacy who could be duly sensible of his supetior
attainments and feel his numerouy claims to esteem. Colonel
Auchmuty was subsequently raised to the rank of General and
to the title of Baronet, and commanded at the taking of Buenos
- Ayres—a, difficult service, in which he obtained much credit. -'
He was afterwards Commander-in-chief at Madras, and ﬁna,lly i
" Clommander-in-chief in Ireland, in which situation he died
suddenly, falling from his horse in an apoplectic fit. I

never think of the many agreeable days I spent in this oﬁitjer’-s

company, and of his great kindness to me, without regretting my
- having never seen him after my return from India, .
Colonel Scott was an officer in the Kast India Companys
service, in which he had obtained high distinction by his
abilities, and particularly by his literary qualifications. He
was esteemed one of the best Persian scholars in India, and had
acquired reputation ag the translator of several Persian works,
,He was afterwards appointed Ambassador to the Court of Lucnow 5
but perhaps the best evidence of his merit was the esteem in
‘swhich he was successively held by Lord Cornwallis, whom he
accompanied to Seringapatam, and by the present Commander-
in-chief. '



