f shouts'of the boabmen to prucure"" '

'md eff'ort then.' “’3‘“31 nlgEnulty and pa,tlence the:r tcul

1 en.t should ha,ve d@ne nothmg to remove g0 serious an obsta,clu'
to the internal namgatzon of the eouubrv, either by deepening
the old bed of the nullah or forming a eanal by the side of it.

'_'j,: why not open a chreat communma,tmn between the Glanges
at Bogwangola and the. Cossimbazar river, a little above Moor-
sheda.bd,d Where the dmtance, over a soft level, does not exceed

ve or six miles? What advantage this would offer to the

ancwnt capxtal of Benga.l now depopulated and 1mpovenahed (i i

what facﬂxt y and economy to the inland trader, what expedztmn |
and convenience to the traveller, |

__':'.;','The extreme cheapness of labour in India mndms suoh
works there of peculiarly easy execution. If a seanty portion
of the lmmense sums drawn annually from our Eastern possos-.
smns, in the shape of commercxal investmenf, were expenduﬁl DI
them, both the appearance of the country and the comfort of its v

Opulatmn mwht 1mdoubted1y be improved by many projects
'equally conducwe to the prouperlty of the state.  But it is from
Govemment a.lone that such measures are to be e*xppc’md Not
that whet is calletl pullhc spirit is unknown to the natives of

Iudm——-memormls numerous and, vistble attest the contrary ; but ;
' the great landhclders the rajahs, the khans, the principal

-zemlndurs, are unpovenshed and dmhefu"tenu’t by the weight of :
taxation im pospd upon the produ chive resources of the country, ¢
.f_a,nd dishonoured and estranged from us by their unprwedmied !
 exclusion from the great a,nd lucrative offices of ﬂw public T
-xadmlmstrabmn Wit

Importemt, mea,sun,s devwed by Lxcellent; men for the good- -. __




of the country, but framed. Wlthaut due Jocal knowledge anc ,
| practical experxence, have often pmved ruinous in thelr effects : 4

and among the consequences of these precipifate errors, the

* wmost to be lamented, may be reckoned the extinction of private =
~ emulation, individual enterprise, and disinterested munificence
~amongst the higher classes of the people, the m&dy and liberal
patrons of public dndertakings in former times. It is to be
hoped that these mistukes will not oceur in future; that,
mstructr,d by the past, expenénce Wl]l henceforbh prectde
| experiment ; that the regulations of onr Indian administration,
i whether framed at home or abroad, will be adapted to the
ol pecuhmtles of the country, and of our anomalous connection
. with it; and that we shall avoid especially those utopian -.
. systems ef theoretic legislation which, if ever introduced into
our Indian possessions, will nradually undermme the weak

foundations of our unreal pre-eminence, and finally risk, to the

~ chief misfortune perhaps of Indla itself, the suhvemon of our' |
. empire in the Hast. Al
. The Sooty nullah being thus f&r c]osed T had no a.lte,rnatlve'
but to proceed to Bogwangola, thirty-five miles lower down the
(Ganges, and only a very few across the country from Moor-
shedabad, ‘Having procured bearers for my palanquin and Hght

haggaoe, and directed the manjirs of the two boats to return to b

. the Sooty to unload them, and force the passage and proceed to
- Santipore, I set out for Tunwypore, the Company’s commercial
station before-mentioned, a fow miles above Moorshedabad, and '
after spending a few hours with Mr. Atkinson, the resident,
while he placed other bearers for me on the road to the above

city, I proceeded on. Mr. Atkinson having said that a Mr
Carr was chaplain to the ftroops at Berhc;mpore,-the_ military

station adjoining Moorshedabad, it occurred to me that he was pos-

sibly the brother of my father’s friend, the reverend schoolmaster =

at Twickenham, whose house looked upon some verdant meadows
watered by a small winding ##dlah, which, after having formed
the boundary of my father’s great ha}"ﬁéld,'-j'oiued the great




viver. at Isleworth LAyl events, I dlrected my bearers to, ol
| carry me to Mr. Can's house, ali;ua,ted between Moorshedabad
'a.nrl Berhampore, A |
" Mz, Carr was the brother of the Twmkenham gentleman |
s a:ad expressed by the cordwh.ty of his reception the pleasure he
. had in seeing one af a family with which he had forwerly been
well acquainted. TFinding that Sir Robert Abercromby was i
then off Berhampore, 1 lost no time in repairing to his pinnace, )
* where he received me with the kindest expressions of con-
-_gratulatmn. ) 6 recaplmlated the circumstances of my introduc-
~ tion to the Emperor at Dehli, and the terms of obligation and
; .acknowlﬁdgment in which His Majcsty had expressed himsel{
' in respect to His Excellency.
' The next day, 25th February, I received an invitation from
' the officers of Berhampore to a hall in the evening, 1 dined
. with the head surgeon of the station, whose twmn it seemed to
. be to give o dinner to the prmmpal officers, civil and military,
o of the two stations.
. 26th—~The follomm evemng, ‘hearers having been smfioned |
| at tha usual distances, 1 left the hospitable xoof of Mr. Robartus
. Carr, and travelling all night along the road teken by the armies
; ~of the Nabob and Colonel Clive after the battle of Plassey, and
~ erossing once more the celebrated plain itself, I reached, the
. next afternoon, Kishenaghur, the chief station of the Nuddea
 district, and spent; the rest of the day there. |
At daylight the next morning, 28th February, I set out in may
~ palanquin for Santipore, passed the tiger-forest, and in two
. howrs more reached the old bungalow, and had the satisfaction

~ of finding Mr. Fletcher quite well. 'Thus ended my journey,
_ 'ﬂafter an absence of seven months and a half. In a few days

 In my earliest years I admu'e(l th(, modest beauty of this rotived stream.
T often played apon its willow-shaded banks, and followed its meanders to the
Thames ; bt in what hill or glen, new or distant, it first came to light was
3 always ﬂ- mystery which my ardent curiosigy, conld never penetrate. If, per-

adyenture, my last childhood, ag my first, should be passed near this streamlat,
. I should siill like to remove this veil, a.nd frace it upwards to its source, |







3,""wa3 to the coinma.nder of thei_.l
ta;u J ahn Aﬂhmea.d Ha was a_




,_--'Scbﬁchman. The same evenmg the C‘aptam &ccomp&med me
. to the ship. This T found rather smaller than T had expected.
. Her measurement was only about 300 tons. Bub everything
" on board was seamanlike and neat. The upper deck was flugh,
that is, level, from head to atcrn, w1thout any ocabin ‘upon it ‘lS
in the Ponsborne. The lower deck, to which the descent was
by a straight Iadder from the quarterdeck, had a spacious oabin
. or dining-room. towards the stern, comprehenmng the whole
' width of the ship and lighted by the stern windows, T agreed
~ for the starboard half of this room, consentmv to its being
i .,epmated from the other half by a green baize curtain,
. which was to be drawn back along a br&-';a rod ab the hours ot
 dioner and breakfast, Tho dining - table was fixed in the
~middle of the room, and half of it consequeuﬂy remamed 111
- my cabin when the curtain was drawn. v
o Asthe ship was to sail in a few days, 5 had not much tnne. i
b prepare for my voyage. The American captam.s havmgf "
the reputation of keeping rather an md.lﬁ'erent table-———l;vmg, f
. b was said, prmclpally on salt beef and som:*crout—-qu. Fletcher
~ had the goodness to send me ten fat sheep from his flock at
':‘-Sa-,nhgore. - For these and my cow and doombah, & ﬁonﬁdemble:
- quantity of hay was necessary. I therefore ordered my ser-
i vaats to buy grass, or rather the 700is of arass, in the bazaars, and
‘which, being spread and exposed to the sun upon the flat roofs
of (‘aptam Thornhill's outhouses, was closely pressed into bundles.
To increase my collection of objects relating to India, I A
bought, at a sale by auction, S0Mme o ﬂ-pa,mt«mfrs executed by an
“able Kuropean artist.  One represented an elephant with a i
howdah upon his back, kueeling to be mounted; another
exhibited two or three zuz, a small leopard of el'egant form
used in hunting the antelope. They were muzzled and had
collars tound their necks, and were led by their attendants
like greyhounds to the chage. But the most valuable addition
was that which my ménagerie received, consisting of a Thibet
or slawl goat, presented $o me by my friend, Mr. Myers,




;Deputy Accountaaneneml
m Oalcutba,, It was small, thin, and seragay, and had loncr.
,-halr principally black, with some white about the neck and

legs. Upon dividing this lorig hair a short white soft wool

-preclous materlal from which the shawl of Cashmire is fa,brl- :

goat or a sheop which produced this substance, 1 considered
:_-myself fortunate in being able to exhibit in America and
.Europe such decisive testimany upon this point. I had, however,
‘some uneasiness from the a,pparently delicate state of the goat’s
health, whmh seemed to ha.ve suf{'erecl from the damp climate
'of Oa.lcutm. i | |
e the first days of Deaember the 7 ndm, ha.vmg completed A
her lading dt'opped down the river, and in two days more 1. .
followed her. I left the ghaut of the Bankshall (the name of
_'jO'apta.m Thornhill’s oﬁice) late in the evening in a paunchway,
a small LOVGI‘Gd boat rowed by four men seated before the
roofed part, and steered by a fifth, who stood behind it. The

to the water’s edge. The tide running very rapidly, I was for :
 advanced at ‘daybreak next morning, and in the afternoon |
reached the ship, which was anchored not far from the point
'Where I had dlsembarked from the Ponsborne in 1792, T spent
-tha rema,mder of the day in arranging my things in my cabin,
L ﬁxmo my. exceﬂent English trunks, which T had fortunately
preserved and in securing a teakwood bedstead, with drawers
under if, Wthh I had bought in the bazaar of Calcntta. The
. upper part, Wlth the heddm(" upon. it, was made to be lifted up
~ from the drawers, and to serve as a swinging cot in rough
weather. The small white cow, Cabul sheep, Cashmire goat,
~ and the sheep from Santipore were disposed of : some in, some

~ monkey from the north of India had a welcome rer,c,phon on
Ul the forecastle among the crew.

This animal was a curiosity even

was 3@31:1, covering the body like down, and tlna was the

cated. It being much doubted and disputed whether it was a

_'.good Oapimn and his son, Mz, John Thornhill, a.ccompdmed me i

under, the boats between the main and foremast. = The



| On the ch December, the. pﬂoh bemg on board an(l the
i) wmd quite fair, the anchor was heaved and we set sail.  Leav-
 ing Sangor Tsland close on our left, we passed between this and
the numerous shoals and bandba.nks acTOsS whmh thc Ponsboma
had had 80 narrow an escape, We saw many immense buoys
of different colours moored with strong chama-»—same on the
sands, others in the fairway or ahannelmto be tollowed by
S shIpR.s But notwmhstandmg these precautions and an. extensive
) estabhshment of pzlot., under the dlrectmn of Captain Thom;'--._'--f
~ hill, many vessels are annuahy lost in this dangerous nayiga-
* tion. - Arrived off the sand-heads, we saw &-__pﬁot_. schooner
_ crnising for inward-bound ships, Having made a signal to
_ her she approached us and received our pilot on board, when
" the venerable Quaker, who till now had been a quiet spectator
~on board his own ship, took the command. And here I could
.not but observe a singulaxr contrast betwecn this old man andl
my first captain—-between the cool unassuming demeanour of
Captain Ashmead and the lond authoritative manner of Captain
Thomas, A dlfferencu, no les sy striking, “was observable. hetweeﬂ )
i the well-manned decks and simultaneous movementfs of Lhef.@:_
. Indiaman, and the scanty crew and slow consecutwe operatmns
“of the American ship. For the whole crew of the latter being
. only twenty-two men, the prmczpa,l work of the three masts, "
~ instead of going on at the same time, as in the Ponshorne, was
. necessarily done in succession; the men descending from ome
mast to mount another, hoisting the foretop-sail first and the
maintop-sail afterwards, X observed, also, that of our numbers i
thus small, the greater part consisted of very young men,
apparently nob moie than eighteen or twenty jrears.' of d'gé.
They were better dressed than the sailors T had been acens-
tomed to see, and had altogether a more respectable, though |
a less robust and seamanlike *Lppéa,mnco. The catise. of thig | did
difference was, for the present, unknown to me. At fivst 1 wag
rather startled at this apparent inefliciency, and at the idea of
undertakma‘ the passage of the Cape of Good Hope in go small




3 B]Illp 80 "féébly manned. On the other hand, I was much

| '_pleased with the mild inoffensive tone in which the Captain

. gave his orders and Wit]:l the cheerful alacmty with which they

 were executed There was 1o oath, nor ‘threat, nor vulgar |
language; no anxious exerfion or fearful obedience. There
was nothing to damp the satisfaction and gladpess of that
Joyful moment of a seaman’s life, when, ofter a long voyage,
the ship’s head is again turned towards his native country.

We stoocl oub of Balasore roads towards the middle of the

-_'i-"‘:bay, and  having ¢ gained @ good offing, beyond the variable
‘breezes of the coast, steered to the south. The mnorth-west
Monsoon NOW pwvallmg, and blowing fresh on our starboard

_'quarter, we kept a straight course down the bay at about seven

~ knots an hour. The weather was so mild and fine that for

. several nights I slept upon the after-part of the upper deck, over

. my eabin, Stretchad.upﬂn ‘a hencoop, and 1 found that T thus

. ‘avoided all material inconvenience from sea-sickniess. — After
 five or six days I was abls to take my place af the dinner-table.

| The'_pa.rﬁy he_re_cbnaisted of Captain Ashmead, Mr. Pringle, the

 supercargo, Mr, Gilmore, Mr. Brisbane, the snrgeon, a young

. man, who was chief mate, and myself, Mz Gilmore was son of

é '-'_'one' of the OWners of the ship, and had come to India in her

. with the view of Ieannno the buginess of an India voyage under

. Mr. Pringle.

We had a fair wmd and fing weather from the sand-heads to

 the latitudes bordering on theline, We here experienced some
 light, baffling breezes, but our progress was not interrupted by

those total calms so usual near the equator. The ship’s head
‘was now turned towards the Cape of Good Hope. We spent

. our Christmas day not very far from the Isle of ¥rance, or

Manuritius (Maurice), as it was called by the Dubch, the original
. possessors.  On this occasion the usual salutations of the day
. Were exchanged amongst us ; we had a more ample dinner, and
~ there was an extra dmtmbutmn to the men, who were dressed as
- on Sundays. There was something impressive in the obgervance




'of th1s g'nea,t day by our httle soc:tety in the mldst: of tbe ocean,
We approached nearer fo the French Islands than would have
been prudent for a vessel not under neutral colours, for they
were the general rendezvous of the numerous privateers which
had done so much 1nJury to the Brmsh commerce in the Indlm

seas, _.
The Isle of France is sztuated in 20° of south latitude, the__ B

Isle of Bourbon about 150 miles more to the south. The former
is about fifty leagues in urcumference, the latter about elghteen
leagues in length and thirteen in width. The climate of both is
said to be delightful,and to be congenial to most of the productions
of the tropical regions, such as sugar, coffee, tobacco, indigo,
cotton, the breadfruit-tree, ete. - The population of the Tsle of
France i¢ about 70,000, principally slaves procured from
Madagasear. I could not help wishing that we might put ixto i
Port Louis, the chief port of this island ; but neither & deﬁmenoy s
in our water, not any other circumstance, requiring this deviation,
ot prudent Cuptain continued his course towards the Cape, =
passing not far from the south end of the Island of Madagascar.
In a few days more we approached the Cape of Good Hope,and
the usual preparatlons for stormy weather were made acoords | i
ingly. The Captain ordering a reef in the mainsail, all hands e
that could be spared from deck, amounting to eighteen, went
“upon the mainyard. On board a man-of-war, or even am .
Indiaman, this operation woulr"t have 1eqmred only a few
minutes, but our crew, as I have already observed, was very .
young, and individually very weak, consisting rather of boy:s-__-'_-__j_'__'_f'.'-'_
than men, and it consequently took a long time to haul up the v
sail and make it fast. The old man, however, never lost his
temper or patience, and the sailors having accomplished their
task in the quiet orderly way in which everything was conducted
on board, were descending to the deck when one of the last of
them observed that the slings which suspended the mainyard
were broken ; two-thirds of the twists had given way, leaving e
the whole weight upon one-third alone, This discovery greatly .




aifected' the Gaptam, and ca.used o) oonmderalﬂe 1mpression
:through bhe ship, for it was evident that the eighteen men who
had just lef_t the yard had been exposed to great danger.  Had
Lhe yai-f‘d fallen with them, all, it was probable, would have been
< killed or dlsa,bled After the first impressions had subsided it
hec&me a éluestidn amongst us what we should have done if the
_'ﬁl'treﬁténéd ‘agcident had taken place. Hero onr helplessness =
becams. more evmden‘u, a.nd rendered us more semfol@ of !l olir G
providential pscaDey o |
. Continuing our course towards the west, in a few dayq more
76 8ot soundmgs, and thought we discoyerad land upon the star-
board beam. We were upon a deep bank called Agulas’s bank,
which extends more than 100 miles to the south of the Cape.
. The nature of the bottom bemg different in different parts, it
:was desirable to obtmn some portion of it in order to ascertain
our position with more precision.  For this purpose 2 lead was
used of about a foot long and two inches in diameter, with a
small cavity ab the bottom filled with putty. When the lead
~ was drawn in, sand and broken shells were found attached to it.
OOmparmg this result with a map of the bank, our position
appeared, and, conﬂrmmg the ship’s reckoning, the Captain had
. no desire to see the land more distinctly. We passed fivst
: bebastm,n £ Bay & afberwa.rdq False Bay, which opens towards the
__ _-s-:mth . and lastly Table Bay, a liftle round the peint oun the
~ Atlantie side, and near Cape Town. The winds were now
-Bfrong againsh us from the west, but we got on against them by
caid of a strong oum,nt which always yuns down the eastern
coast of Africa, and sets round the land. It 1 for this reason
 that homeward- bound ships, or rather, ahlps bound to the west
. of the Cape, keep near it }wgqmg the land as the sailors say;
' while those bound castward ‘keep to the south Although we
thus passed  the bape without encountering  any particular
storm, we were very-near meeting with a serious acecident of
".'-_a,nother kind. . One dark night, about ten ¢’clock, when the wind
'._'Was flesh a seaman of the farecas*le wateh came runmng d.ﬂ

' 2




"'_exclmnung with much agxtatmn, “A Shlp ahe&d 1 We had_j
scarcely heard these words before a large ship, running before
the wind, passed our starboard bow. = As she weat swiftly by us,
our yardarnis almost touchmg, thc, Oaptam had just time to hail
her, and to hear in reply, as we thought the words  Superb”
and  Amsterdam,” from which we inferred that she was h‘om-. |
Holland, and bound for Batavia. Here again we had reason B
be tha,nkfu] for a few feet neaver, half ‘a turn of the whcel of]ﬁf

either ship, and both vessels must have gone to the botlzom,'{;..,’
% The agitation of the saﬂor, and the dlfﬁcnlty he had in expressing
himself, reminded me of a story which Captain Thomas once
‘told ab the enddy table, relating to a ship under his command ab
the t:me, either as commander or chief officer of the watch, and
which afforded another instance of the mever-failing presence
of mind of tha,t excellent seamen. One oi the sailorg came -
snd denly upon deck from below but such wag his terror that he--}' R
was unable to articalate a word,  “Sing!” said the Captain, EG
“Sing 1”7 when the poor man sang oub without any diffculty,
.“ The ca.bms on fire!” “The cd.bm s on fire ! ” ; Captain Thomas,:" :
in his repet:tlon giving the man’s song with exce]lent efféct, v 0
. Passing the Cape so near the land we saw but few of the
| great albatrosses and other birds which had appeared on my way
to India, these ﬁJ’mg wore to the south, for the sake, it Wl
-supposed of the small fish or other food thrown up on the surface
of the sea, in the storms which prevail there. Our course was ke
now north-west, with variable winds, but prmc;pal]y irom the“ )
south. : e . |
The first great division of t,he voyage bema* passed, the usual
speculations took place as to the probable duration of the
remainder. If not detained by calms at the line it was probable

wo should reach America in less than two months.  About <., o
fortnight after clearing the Cape the increasing unsteadiness of
the wind denoted that We_wer_e upon the edge of the “Trade,”
and in a few days more, a fresh steady breeze from the south-
east assured us of our having gained that much desired wind.




ur course was now in the dlrecmon of’ St Helena The

m#,hts tom.,ther, gomcr at the rate of seven ‘or eight knots an
hour, rollmg from one 91de to the other, the wind being dlrectly |
astern, This is called rolling down to St. Helena,” by the
ca.ptams «of Indiamen. On the 10th February, lat. 25 8., long. |
,,'_.]i.., We dlscovered 11i the a,ft;emoon, a sail on our sta,rboard_.'
heam. Thoucrh a great way off, as we were evidently steering
the same way, there seemed a chanes of our speaking, and it
bemg supposed that she was bound to Europe, and probably to
England, I began a letter to my father. The night, however,
closed upon us without' our approaching. The next moming
.'-.th-'-" sail was sﬁﬂl in sight, and nearly at the same distance from
‘us. We bherefore bore up a point, and soon percoived that she
acceptcd our invitation to speak, by making a similar variation
' her course fowards us. Tn the afternoon we were within
"'-_ when we found that the stranger was the American ship
_,__Azlantw from Ohma, and bound, like ourselves, to Philadelphia.
We kept company during the night, but separated next day.
As we had the advantage in sm]mg, we expeoted to rpauh
.-'-Amenca. some. da.ys before her.
il Aﬂ:er re-passmg the tropic of Capricorn, we continued our
olling course towards the unorth-west, and in ten days more
passed the island of St. Helena, about, as we supposed, 100
- miles to the west of it.  The climate was now very aareeahle '
The south-east trade, whmh still blew fresh, tempered the heat
of the sun, and kept the atmosphere at a pleasant temperature,
G i lnow passed much of my time upon deck, reading, or walk-
I ling, or playmg a,t. backgammon with the Captam, who was
. extremely fond of this game, and played it very well 'In
. aceordance with the serenity of the climate, and the evenness of
. our course, at this part of the voyage, was the orderly and
cheerful character of the ship, overything between the Captain
I.,a.nd officers and crew being conduatetl in the most good-
tenlpered a,nd ammable ma.nner The latter enjoyed a degree




of comfort which T bad never seen on board a ship. Most of

the men had a few pnva,te stores, and many of them took their

tea in little parties about the forecastlp._ T was not surprised at
these indulgences, for I had learned, soon after salhng, that the
young nien, whose genteel appearance I had noticed, were the
sons of respbotable {families of Phlladelphla. and B.,zlttmnre, who
had come to sea under ..Ca.pta,m ‘Ashmead, for the purpose of

being instructed in navigation by this experienced seaman,
preparatory to their being officers and captains themselves,

While this system of harmony and d’e'cency fof eXtremely. ik
agreeable, I could not perceive. that it was lesy efficient, as

yecarded the duties of the ship, than the usual vulgar system of

oppressive severity, called discipline. T had now been three
months on board the Indie, and had not heard & thrba.t used nor
an oath uttered. | .

~ As we approached the equator, 1 again saw, with pleasure,
the swift dolphin, the flying-fish, the gelatinous substance called’
‘a Portuguese man-of-war, and the elegant tropic bird, We one_;_"' '

o day enjoyed a more unusual sight, & party of large whales iy

making their appearance at a short distance from the ship.
They rolled about on the surface of the sea, amusing themselves,

| apparently, ag well as us. I had once considered the spouting

of whales as a fabulous exaggeration, but I distinctly saw and
heard these fish spout up the sea to the height of several feet, with

a considerable noise, or blowing. Ag they tumbled about for . 1

some time, not far from our larboard bow, the Captain was
uneasy lest we should strike against them. But after keeping

at the same distance {rom us for aboat an hour they plunged_“."_f.._" '

and disappeared,
The trade wind, which had fzwou*c,d us some weeks, gra,dua.lly '

declined as we drew near the equator. It did not, however, LSS

subside entirely, but took us a few degrees into the northern

hemisphere, when the winds agsin became variable, We con-

tinued our notth-western course throngh the morthern tropic,

leaving, on our left, the West-India Islands, and Gulf of Mexico: :



I"'aga.m saw 8 sall, a two«-masted veqsel She was rather
ahead, but: lay—to for ug to come up, when we pereeived that her
boat; was out, rowing towards us. Our Captain lay-to for it to
reach us, but observed that the brig might be a pirate, and that -
it would be .pm_;d&ntl. to be om our guard, while her boat was '
;""'-'dllionﬁ-’,’ﬂildé; and her. 'Péﬂple' on -b’oafd " Looking at the boat

t/ through his teleScope, he said he saw only five hands, but that i

there mlght be. more, cuncealed under a tarpaulin, at the botfom.
Upon this, he went down to his cabin, at the bottom of the
ladder, and returned upon deck with a brace of large pistols,
which he put into his coat pockets. Wor the old man was not a
_--Quafzfer in any sense but one, and was resolved to be ready 1o
I_..repulss any hostile aftat..k ‘I did not put my pistols into my

pockets, for these were far from being so deep as those wf the

Uapta.m but they were ready, and in case of necesmty, the -
father of the sh1p, a8 he was conmdcred would certainly have
béen well supported by every one of his family,  'When, how-
----ever the boat came alongmde it wag ohvious that it contained
‘1o more than the persons before visible.  The steersman was

thefﬂfﬂl‘e Permxtted to come on hoard. He was the Captain i

"_himgelf of the brig, which we now found was from  Boston, but
- last from the Ca.nary Tslands, and bonnd to one of the southern
-.'-'3."'{-ports of tha Umted Stateb.l The Captain said he had had very

| 'fsbcrmy Weather in crogsing the Atlantic.  When, at his request,

. We gave him our longitude ‘he wag much %mpmsed a9 we were,

l";whan he commumeated ‘his, for there was a difference of many

_-_degrees between s, This extraorzhmry error was doubtless on

his side, for Captain Ashmea.d was an excellent mathematician,

:"possessed much, naublcal knowlpdge and kept the ship’s reckon- )

.Ing with great acuumcy Although therefore, we had not had
f;&ny pomt of departure s since our soundings off the Cape, and the
___-Qapta1n of the brig had been much less time at sea, the mistake
| was ascribable to the dark weather ha had etpeuenced and in
. some degree, it was probable, to the 1mparfeﬁtmn of hig science,
or of his mshrument;s. He Waq fully satisfied of his havmn‘




"-oz:eatly m1sconcc1ved t.he S’ltllatlf?ll of hm Shlp, and allowed 1_ _

. was a fortunate circumstance that he had fallen in with us«=

Finding that we came from Bengal, he requested a few bags of
rice, which were readily given him, * In return, we applied to e

hin for one or two articles, and I expressed a wish to buy a bag

of sago, for my breakfust, and a fow figs. As the boat was to
veturn to our ship with these things, 1 went in her to the other-:-l-.j-
vessel.  The most remarkable 01ruumqtanoe I found on board
was an’ extraordinary numbar of canary birds, The cabin was'-_-
crowded with cages contmmng them. I afterwards understood: ;
that a considerable profit: was obtained on the sa,ie of these birds

in the southern parts of the Unl_on.__ I again recollected my
mother’s fancy, and should have procured a few of them, but for ;
the probability of their perishing from want of proper care. . Ire-

turned to the Jndia with a small supply of sego and figs, when i
the vessels separated, and we continued our course tow%rd‘s the b

coa.st of America.
‘The only m‘rerestmcr oceurrence in the 1*ema1né{er of the

| voyage was OUr crossing the Gulf Stream. I was surprmed ab

_ seeing, one day, large quantities of seaweed round the ship, and
the water ch%nged from its usual appearance to a vellow colour.

The waves also had a different form, e"(hlbltlllg 8, peculiarity Seonilnil

| something like the rippling oi a current.  These signs denoted

our arrival in the oreat current, called by mavigators the “Gulf i

Stream i from it proc'eedmg from the Gulf of Mexico, The
common opinion is that this current is occasioned by the con-

stant flow of the Mississippi river into the Mexican Gulf. This .
explanation, however, appears by no means satisfactory, since e
the volume of the stream, sixteen leagnes in width, greatly exceeds

that of the Mississippl. Another hypothesis considers it as the
continuation of the current which sets round the Cape of Good

Hope from the Indian seas, and, traversing the Atlantic Ocean, _
nearly in the line followed by our ship, enters the Gulf of

Mexico, whence it re-enters the ocean with the waters of the

Mississippi, and follows the American coast, till :Fmally disgipated




in the northern sens. As we advancea tuwards the mlddle of
the stream, the qu&nmty of weed was prodigious, covering the
. surface of the water as far as we could see. This phenomeuon
| was not mtarestmg alooe, but was useful, as verlfymg our
'_ pocm‘mn in respect to the American coast. |
. We soon had a great change of clunate the weather beeom
ing more cold than I had felt it since leaving England, I
could hardly Leap myself warm day or night. But this incon.
 venience was welcome as another sign that the end of our
* voyage was nigh. On the 1st of April the lead was heaved
- but no bottom found, The Captain, however, ordered the ship-
. b0 be kept under easy sail duning the night, her head alternately
fo the north and south The lead also was frequently heaved.
These precautions were Dot premature, for the next morning,
.'..Saturdzw, the 2nd April, the leadsman proclaimed bottom, We
o lay-to that night, but the following day we again stood towards
| '_:-'_}and and I had the gratification of secing the lighthouse at the
. entrance of Delaware Bay, after a prosperous voyage of less
than four months from the mouth of the Ganges. Unfortunately
no pilet appeared aithough our signal for one was kept flying.
Om disappointment was the greater as the weather had a i
threatening appearance. Some dangerous shoals called the
- Nantucket Shoals seemed to give the Captain some uneasiness, i
- and to increase his desire to gef into port.  He said that he had
. been more than Sixty voyages from the Delaware, and was as
. capable as a pllot to take the ship into the bay, but that in case AR
of aceident, fmm whatever cause, the insurances would be void, !
In the evening, therefore, no pilot appearing, the shin’s head b
. was put off shore and we stood out to sea. Mortifying as this
eourse was, its pmidence was soon manifest, for in the night the
. threatening aspect of the weather ended in a gale of wind. = 'We

_ $aw nothing around us next day, but kept the lead going lest
the current should seb us towdrds the land. In the afternoon
' the gale increased, and there was much bustle on board, The
scant,mess ot the crew made it necegsary for every one to lend a




" hand on such an occasion. In comsequence of an order given
by the Captain to let go some rope near the stern, T ran aft and |
did what was necessary. Af this_mqment'the rope which held
the great spanker-hoom to windward gave way, and this spar,
with the sail upon i, immediately fell down: to leeward with
prodigious force. The Captain said that when he saw me
between the falling boom and the ships side he thought my
destruction inevitable. When, however, the boom had arrived
within three or four feet of the side against whleh I was

leaning, it was stopped by a tzh_mk..lblock projecting from

the stern rail. 1 never perh'aps- bad a more -providenti&l !
escape. |

Y. hea.vy fall of rain the sacnnd mghb ha.vmg abated the

violence of the wind, the next morning—Tuesday, the 5th Aprﬂ
~-at daybreak, we were again able to set sail on the ship and

gtand towards the coast. We were this time more fortunate,

A sail was perceived, and the Captain soon pronounced her to

be a pilot making towards us. 'When sufficiently near he came
on board in a small skiff belonging to his diminutive vessel.
For this was not a schooner, ag i the Bengal river, but merely e

a stout - decked boat, resembling a large fishing - boat. The = ey
pilot having taken charge of us we proceeded d1rec.t]y towards -j
the mouth of the Delaware river, In the afternoon we again
~saw the lighthouse, and passing it early in the evening eutered

Delaware Bay, having on our lef_t_ Cape Henlopen, on which the -
lighthouse stood, and on our right: Cape May. The distance

between the two capes was said to be fifteen miles, though Gl

appearing much less. Within them the bay gradually widened
to about twenty-four miles. We passed near many shoals,
particularly “Big Shoal,” on which the depth of water varied
from six to ten feet. Ou our right we had the State of New
Jersey ; on our left that of Delaware. Both shores appeared
low and flat, but on arriving in the new world I felt an interest
in everything I beheld that supplied the want of picturesque
atiractions. I spent the whole day upon deck asking questions



90 bmmd tn Phlladelphm 'I‘hes captams hatled f,a,ch other,
and afterwamds exchanged newsPa.pers by throwing a ling, having
srﬁall plece of 'lea.d at the end, on board the other ship, and
_een' dra:mnb' 111 backwards and forwardq ‘with the papers
| attaohed to it We. steered Genemﬂy in six or eight fathows
-H»Iid_ nearly in ﬁhe m:lddle of the bay, which gmdually contracted
ntOz-_the Delawa.re rlver so called after the Barl of Delawa:re
10 settled 1zi','t}ns part of the American continent early in the

eve; fieellth century A river of such :ma,gmtude and import-
ance and wlueh bore tha metwpoha of & great nation ‘ﬂpun its

« Ohve” Imr Buxa,r f Munr Whlla the (Taug,es the Burmm-.- T
ooter and thfa Saone reta.med with no matemaﬂ wrruptlon the
-sa.cred orthography of the remptest ages. '

Wp contmued to mount the river, passing between Brown's
-.and andywme Shoul.  On our lett we passed the town of
Dover, one of the punmpal towns of the Delawars State.
'Though Oa.pes Ma,y and Henlopen, on the shore of the AthLlc,
seemed to mark the oommeneement of the. Del&ware——-tha spa,ce
:called the bay bemg merely an expandeu reach of the river
'xtself——-thla nevertheless was ﬁot congidered as beginning till
we had passed Bombay Hook, twenty miles above the Capes.
Here the width was about three miles. On the Jersey side we




'mlles a,bove Bombay TPoint we came to Reedy Isl&nd, and
anchored for the night at Port Penn, This seemed to be the
Gravesend of the Delaware, being the usual rendezvouss of slnps.ii
before entering the Aﬂmmc. The dlrectmn of our course to-da§ e
~ had been about north-west. |
Tth April—1t was late agam to«da.y before the mde wmﬂd
allow us to move, Our course to-day was extremely pleasant
the river becoming more picturesque as it became more con-
tracted,  We passed several small islands, the pmnmpa.l of
which was Delaware Island; and the considerable town of
Neweastle, on the western shore, formerly called Stoclxholm '
having been founded by the Swedes, and later, New Amdt(,rdam
upon its passing into the possession of the Dutch, It is con-
sidered the oldest European settlement on the Delaware, Ibs_;
situation, about balf way between Phﬂadelphm and the sea, 180l
evidently very advantageons and must ensure it & la,rge share.
of the commercial prosperity of the capxtal. It may be safely
predicted that its population will increase more during the next
twenty years than in the one hundred and fifty whlch ha,ve
elapsed since its establishment. | ' i
A few miles higher we saw, also on our left tho laro‘e town
of Wilmington, pleasantly situated on an eminence, at some
distance from the river, but commanding, apparently, a view. of
every sail passing upon it. - 1 understood that it was the largest i
town of the Delaware State. We next came o Marcus Hook
(also on the westem shore); toa succession of low 1slands 1 to i
the mouth of the Schuylkyl, with ¥ort Miffin opposite to it, on
the Jersey side, and scon after discovered Philadelphia itself,
gituated on the right or western bank of the Delaware.

Though net presenting the splendour, nor majesty, nor veuer-
able antiquity of some cities T had seen, not exhibiting the

palaces of Claleutta, nor the temples of Benares, nor the marble

domes and minarets of Agra and Dehli, its appearance was most it

aratifying to me, ag the city fonnded by Penu, as the seat of the |




ok | ff ta@twn along one of the Wharfs, whmh extended near]y b
the whole length of the city, and in a fow minutes I stepped
mfwm mthout even the aid of & pla\nlx, the sh1p 3 31(19 Lom,hmg- |

___.It bamg evemng, When many people were about the qua.y by
:‘,.was erowded with persons curious to witness an arrival from
| Havmg firgh grahhed my own curiosity by looking at
the lookers-on, and made a few tarns up and down the wharf,
enjoying the oreat plea.sure of treadmg OTCe MOTe "o ﬁ1m
-"-ground after u long confinement to a ship, I was setting off
"with my trunk to a tavern, when Mr. Pringle, the purser, stopped.
- me with a pressing invitation to accompany him to the hnuse
--.of Mr. Lewis, one of the owners of the Lndia.

i This worthy citizen Teceived me very kindly, saym , “How
7410&1: thou do, friend ? I am glad to see thee”; for he was, in the
.-_"_:-phraseology of Philadelphia, one of the Socmty of Friends, that
38 to say; a Quaker. He mtroduced me to Mrs. Lewis and  his
_'fjdaughtars who roceived me with the same salutation, I am
. glad to see thee} friend ; T hope thou art well” T drank tea

- with these good peopls, in whom I found a kindness which the

) 'aunphclty of their manners seemed to make the more cordial.
The safe arrwa.l of then' ship at a favourable market ‘put all the
_':'famlly in ood spxrlts. After tea I went to the house of
. M. Blngham, intonding to go afterwards to the London Tavern,
but Mrs, Tewis ingisted upon my returning to sleep at her
house ; Thou wilt sleep here, friend ; thy bed shall be ready

. for thee.” M. Bmcrha.m, to whom Mz, Pringle 1ntroducer1 me,
 wag the principal person in Philadelphia, and the wealtlnebt,.
‘probably, in the Union. Ilis house stood alone, and ocoupied,
" with the gaidens attached to it, a spacious piece of ground It
~was by far the handsomest residence in the city. I found here
. a large party. Besides Mr. and Mys. Bingham and their two
'daughters,, were Count de Noaﬂles, Count Tllley Mr, Alexander




Ba.rmg, and o’ohe.rs. After supper T retumed to the house of
Mz, Lewis, and was conducted to a handsome chamber, the "
centre of which was occupied by a square bed, with curtains all |
round it, in the English manner. There could not be‘a fan'er
~ promise of a good night’s rest,  After, however, I had slept an
bour, I heard a person undressmq behind the curtains, a.lthcmgh
there was no other bed in the room than that w}m:h I had
supposed to belong exclusively to me. = But this opinion was
soon changed, for the stranger, h&vmﬂ put out the light, drew
back the curtains, and placed himself at my side, Sleeping il

with another person even in the same 7oom, I would much rather
have had Mrs. Lewis’s bed, ample as it was, to rayself; but I in-
ferred that the arcangement which had taken place was one of
the peculiar customs of the country, and that in America, when
a stranger was invited to pass the night with his host, it was
never meant to give . him the whole of a bed. When the light
of the moming shone upon the features of my companion,
whose face should I see but Mr, Pringle’s. Though s-urprised";
to find that the purser had slept so near we, I felt that I could
not reasonably coraplain, for as his attentions had procured me
this bed, no one certainly had so fair a claim fo -half of it as
himself.
8th~The next morning, after breakfast ok took a lodgmg il
the principal hotel in Philadelphia, called the London Tavern,
but found it so deficient in comfort that I sallied forth in

search of better quarters, 1T asked a person in the street where
the Members of Congress put up when they arrived from the
different states, and was told that many of them lived to'gethel’"i i
in & house in Fourth Street, kept by an old Frenchman named
Francis, I thought it would be very desirable to be admitted
into this house, or rather into this society. 1 accordingly
walked immediately to Fourth Street, and found old Mr, Francis
and his American wife sitting together in a small dark room at
the end of the passage 1 did not at first know who Mrs.
Franeis was, for she appeared too tall and handsome to be th’e_




| man’s daughter, a.nd too young to be hls w1fe. Mr Francm,'
-who seemed to have lost the politeness of his own country, said,
‘withont sfirring from his chair, or scarcely raising his head,
j'ishle,t his house was not & tavern, but o private house for the
'-receptmn of Members of Congress, of whom it was now full
I mentioned that T wag @ stranger in Amerlca bumor Just_'
arrived from the East Indies.  The Little old man regarded me
with a look of surpma as T said this, bub repeated, in a tone

_"hls houge was full. T was about to return to my indiffexent
lodgmg at the London Tavern, when Mrs. Francis reminded her
‘husband of a qm&]l room at the top of the house, which I mlg_,ht -
 ocoupy foa:__-al._da_.y or two, when a chamber next to the one
__-,__o‘ec'upied by the Vice-President would be disengaged, The
* mention of the Vice-President exmtnd my atitention, and the idea
_.Iof being placed so mear himt at onee obtained my assent to
' Mrs. Francis's proposal; and the old man also expressed his
concurrence, or rather allowed his wife to make what arrange-
ment she ple,aqed_ 1o lmmedlately brought my trunk from the.
 London Tavern, and placed it in my temporary apartment, T
“observed that the maidservant who assisted in getting it up a
. stesp and narrow staircase was a negress, or rather a mulatto,

"?Of dmmh@d repugnance almost umounbmg to eivil regret, that

the first human being of this race that T had seen. She was

. young, active, and obliging, and spoke English. She was the
. property, 1 understood of Mr. Francis, who had bought her some
 time before; and might of coutse sell her whenever he pleased.
. This was the ﬁrst instance of slavery I had ever seen, and it
e caused me hoth pf:un and surprise to meet with it in the covutry
. which so boasted of the freedom of its institutions, : |
At dinner to-day I met several members of the two Houses of

~ Congress, and thought them most amiable, sensible men. The
seat_nt-the head of the table was reserved for the Vice-President,
Mr. Adams, but he did not come to dinner. In the evening Mrs,
‘Francis made tea for nearly the same party., Considering that I
~ had arrived in America only the day l‘efore that 1 had no intro-




duction to any one, that there was not a good hotel in the city,
and that the general usages of the country did not, asin India,
supply this deficiency, I thought myself fortunate in being |
already established in the most respectable ‘society of the
United States. Mr. Bingham, the President of the Pennsyl !
yanian State, not only gave me a general invitation to his house,
hut offeved to take care of my great sheep during my stay m i
America. This fine animal had arrived in perfect health, as
had my Santipore cow, but my O&shmi'reén goat, which was
very sickly when we left India, hacl died 3hurt1y bcfore We'_.;:___':_
‘reached the Delaware, ' i i
The negress being engaged in a,rraugmg my chambcr my
curiosity to see an American play led me to the theatre. The
play was the Maser, followed by the Jubilee. 1 took my place
in the front boxes, paying nearly the same price as in England. |
9th April—I breakfasted Lhmmommg at the public table,
at which Madame Franeis presided. = Several members of both
Houses were present.  Mus, Fraicis helpbd me to some of the
wcelebrated buckwheat cake, whose excellenoe had been the
subject of much commendation during our voyage. It takes =
its name from the species of wheat of which it is made, A
in size and appearance resembles the Enghah crumpet, and it is
 dressed in the same manner, being first toasted and then buttered,
But it is superior to the crumpet or muffin, havmg the pecuhar.__'_
taste of the buckwheat which is extremely agreeable, render-
mg it the most esteemed article of an American breakfast.
This meal was, in obher respects, very abundant and s'nmptuﬁus;
comprising tea, coffes, hot rolls, toast, eggs, ham, and joints
of cold meat. It appeared the English breakfast of former days,
with tea and its accompaniments added to it.
After this I called at Mr Bingham’s, where I found my
doombah grazing upon the garden lawn at the back of the house.
While T was looking at it with Mr, Bingham, several inhabit-
ants of the city came to gratify their curiosity, for M. Bing-
ham having observed thig, had ordered that everybody should




be admltt :d, and con51demble numbers had alr@ady come to the
 garden in. consequence. My Bengal cow, which I found in a
stable not far off, also had numerous visitors. Among the
curiosities which 1 brought from India was an oyster-shell
of ehtraordmary size end weight, exceeding 100 Ibs, It
was the bottom shell alone, and had been found amongst 2
heap of 0yster~shel]s at Madras. The mark of the oyster was
‘visible upon the discoloured surface of the inside, and showed
that the fish had nearly filled the entirve cavity. This curiosity =
1 presented to the National anum where it was very graci-
"fously accepted, e '
I called upon. Mr Bond the Bnmsh Consul and temporary
representatwe of the British Government in the absence of the
Envoy. He asked me many guestions about India, and said he
‘st mtroduoe me to General Washmatan IIe invited me to
spend that evening with him,
i On returnmg to. my lodging in Fourth Street, T found the
negro girl bringing my things downstairs from the garret. She
told me, with much pleasure that she was taking them to a
-'_'room on the first floor, which her wmistress had oxdered for me.
- This I found to be a very good chamber, with two windows
 looking into a court behind the house. In a yoom adjoining,
and neaﬂy similar, was. Mr Adams the Vice-President of the
| United States.
. Soon after T was mstalled in my new quarters, Mr. Alexander
! .-.Banng, and his brother, Mr. Henry Baring, called tpon me. I
thought the _fo;mer.,p. clever, well-iniormed young man' He
was, T understood, come to America on account of Messrs.
" Hope's house, of Amsterdam, to purchase a large tract of land
" in the province of Maine, belonging to Mr. Bingham. I knew
 his brother in Bengal, the eldest son of Sir Francis Baring. He
had ‘married one of my fellow passengers in the Fonsborne,
granddaughter of Captain Thornhill, il

i, * My acquaintance with My, A, Baring, now Lord Ashburton, has since been
' kept up. He always vefers to our first wmeebings with much apparent satis-
'factlon.




_ 1 uned t;o-day w1th t_he. Mbmbers of (}‘ongress. Mr. Adams}: |
' took the chair always reserved for him at the head of the table,

though himself superior to all sense of superiority. He appeared

to be about sixty years of age. In person he was rather short
and thick ; in his manner, somewhat cold and teserved, as the
citizens of Massachusetts, his native state, ere soid generally to
be. His presence caused a general feeling of respect, but. the
modesty of his demeanour and the tolerance of his opinions
excluded all inconvenient vestraint. He was generally dressed
in a light or drab-coloured coat, and had the appearance rather

of an English country gentleman who had seen little of the

world, than of a siatesman who had seen go much of pubht,._-;f._i;_
life. He began his career at the bar of the Royal Courts of it
Boston, where hs was said to have gained popularity by his

eloquence, and esteem by his mtmnty and mdependence but

it is probahle that the great powers of his mind, like those of__-

Washington and other patriots, would bave remained unknown

if the Revolution had not brought them into notice. He was
_chogen by his countrymen to represent them in the first National ik
~ Congress assembled at Philadelphia in the year 1774, the Tyear'

vefore the commencement of open hostilities by the battle of

Bunker’s Hill, and during the war which followed he was

agsociated with Franklin in the mission of the latter to the B

Court of France. He was also employed in diplomatic negotm-

tions with England and Holland. I was told that the .fq_reubl_es_
of his country had drawn from his pen some publications,in . .

which his patriotism and his talents were equally conspicuous.
Knowing few greater pleasures than that of hstenmg to the
conversation of great and virtuous men, I was always glad when
I saw Mr. Adams enter the room and take his place at our
table. Indeed, to behold this distinguished man, the future
President of his country, occupying the chair of the Senate in
the morning, and afterwards walking home through the streets
and taking his seat amongst his fellow citizens, as their equal,
conversing amicably with men over whom he had just presided,



':.-and perhaps ehecked and admomshpd was 4 smgular spt,ctacle
~ and a striking exemphﬁcatmn of the state of sooxety in America
| at this period. | -

i I drank teu, and spent Lhe evemu , with the Lnghsh ehargé
a ajams, There was a large patty of ladleq and gentlemen, all

. Americans. The reception was in a large voom upstairs,

| j“rxv:semblmg in every respect an English drawing-room. The
. company saf round a wood-fire, placed in a shining grate. In
~ the middle of the circle, after tea and coffce had been served
. round, ﬁgured the Consul himself, descanting on various
- subjects, public and private, as well as public and private
: '_'cha.racters, sometimes with unbecoming levity, sometimes with
sarcasm still move unbecoming, The opinions he expressed
 could hardly fail to be offensive to the sentiments of many of

his guests, and to the good taste of all. I was surprised at
_ behaviowr so undignified, and felt some shame at seeing the
_rcpresentatlve of my country playing the part of a political
. mountebank hbefore many of the principal persons of the
American metropolis, |

Sunday, 10th April—1I went thls forenoon to hear the
celebrated Dr. Priestley preach. The chapel, though spacious,
was so crowded that I was obliged to stand near the door, and
could only judge of the Doctor's eloquence by the pleasure it
seemed to afford his hearers,

I dined and drank tea with Mr. Bmw}lam met the Count
de Noailles, Count Tilley, the celebrated Monsr. Volney, the
- two Messrs, Barmgs and several members of the Senate and
House of Representatives—in all a very large party. Mr, Volney,
next whom I sat at dinner, was very inquisitive about India.
- Mr. Alexander Baring, who sat nearly opposite to me, took a
~ leading part in the general conversation. After tea, the Count
. de Noailles undertook to introduce me to Dr. Ross, an English
physician, who would, he said, haye much pleasure in seecing
me. The Doctor, it appeared, was distinguished rather as a
literary character than as a physician, nob praclising a8 such,
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though giving his gmtmtous assmta.nce to }m conntrymen a,nd
friends, This introduction proved very agreeable, and confirmed
the favourable accounts 1. had recewed of the Doctor from the |
Count and others. ' ' i  ;
Monday, 11th ———Calledt]:us mornmg upon the Banngs. Found bl
them fencing together. After my rveturn home I received a
visit from Mr. Bond, He L&lled to let me know thut General-'
Washington would hold a levee the next; day, when he Would;-;.-;
introduce me to him, He sald he would call upon me and take
me with him, and begged me to be ready at the time fixed.
Dr. Ross also called upon me, and was extremely civil. He
invited me to dine with him the next. day. Dined with the
Vice-President and Members of CODU‘I‘Q%. In the evemng, i
went to the play, Ail in the Wrong. | | T
Tuesday, 12th—~-After partaking of Mrs. Fra,ncls 8 buckwhea,ﬁ e
cakes, T put my head into the hands of the hairdresser. I had
still preserved in its original length and fulness the pigtail, as it
was called, with which I had left England, the democratic ¢rop =
of the French Revolution not having yet reached India. I
doubted, indeed, whether style of dress was required by the
forms of the republican court &t which I was about to appear;
but as much of the attention I veceived seemed to he on account
of my coming from India, I thought it as well to be preseuted in
the costume of an Indian court. ‘When dressed, I joined ‘the
Members of Congress in the public room, to wait for M. Bond.
While conversing with these gentlemen, expecting the British
chargé every minute, the negress entered, and delivered to me
a note from this officer to say that important public business =
had suddenly made it impossible for him fo attend the levee
that day. T regretted this circumstance the more, because I was
likely to leave Philadelphia before the next levee, '
Searcely had T resumed my common dress before Dr. Ross
called, He said, that knowing that Dr. Priestley would be glad
to see me, he called to accompany me to him. Disappoeinted of
seeing ont great man that raorning, I considered myself fortunate




in being thus mtroduced to another. I wxlhngly, therefor Wit
| aecepted the Dactor’s obliging offer, and seb oub Wlth him for
'I-'f-Dr. Prlestley s house in High Street. i ik
. High Street is considered the leIlGlp&l st eet in Phﬂaclelphm
althouah Broad Street, which crosses it towards its upper end,
exceeds 113 somewha,b in width, Tt runa perpendlgularly from,
the river, or from east to west, and divides the city into two
parts, nearly equal, '.l‘he stroets, which run in the line of thp .f
river, or from north to south, all out High Street, and, of course,
all the streets pa.rallel to it, at rlg,ht angles. The width of High
:Strefet 18 100 feet ; that of all the others, with the exception of
Broad Street about ﬁfty All the streets heing equidistant |
{rom each other, it is evident that their 111tersecb1on forms the
| ,heuses compnsed between i;he.m into square masses of equal
l‘ﬂ’-;(hmensmns. ~ Such is the gimple. but monotonous  plan  of
'.73:Ph1ladelphm, as laid down by ity founder, William Peun,
5 towards the end of the seventeenth century. The streets resemble
. many of the gmallar streets of London, excepting that the foot-
'_:_'-_fpavement on each side is of brick instead of stone. The houses
also are built with red brick, and have generally a shop on the
. first floor, a.nd two or three windows in the stories above, The
| streets and houses thus resembling each other, having scarcely
any difference in their appearance, excepting the aceidental
. dissimilarity arising from the shops, produce & sameness
. wearying to the eye, and often embarrassing to a stranger, who
. ean hardly tell Whm it is too dusk to read the names at the
_corners, whether he is in “Third” or ¢Fourth Street,”
e Chestnut” or Walnut.” For the nomenclature adopted by
. old Penn when he ‘made his streets was as unusnal ag many
. other parts of his plan, and by aiming at exfreme simplieity
' 'iproduced eccentricity rather than convenience, confusion rather
than clearness. Thus, the first street from the Delaware was
W called “ Fixst Street” ; the succeeding ones “Second,”  Third,”
L “Fourth,” Kifth,” S-thh,” and so on, as far as Proad Street,
~ halfway between the Deliware and the Schuylkyl. Beyond




| thm line thay were numbered in a Slmllﬁl‘ way from the Iatteri
river towards the Delaware, the streets of the same number on
the two sides of the line of separatmn being dlstmgmshed by
the name of the river to which they belonged, as “Delaware
First Street,” “ Schuylkyl Fist Street,” “ Delaware Fifth Street,”
“Schuylkyl Fifth Street,” ete. Thm mconw,ment arrangement
seems 'to have heen adopted on the supposition that the two
sides of the city would be constructed mmulfa.neously from the
respective water fronts. This, however, was not the case ; i'or'
the Delaware, offering much greater facilities for navigation, the:l.__
city has been extend.ed far beyond its intended limits, along the
banks of this rviver, north and south, while no buildings have
been commenced on the banks of the Schuylkyl to the present-'
time (1796), Some streets, however, have been begun on the
Schuylkyl side of Broad Street; and there can be no doubt that_
they will, in & few years more, rea ch that river. Whenever that :
may be the case, the inconvenience of having two sets of th'QBtS
bearing the same names will probably be mamfest and may
lead to a change less repugnant to custom and good taste, Ibis’ .
harsh enough for a stranger’s ear to hear “Thirteenth Sfreet,”
(the last next the midway division), without the dis‘oinctibn ot
“ Delaware Thirteenth Street,” or “ Delaware Thirteenth,” which ]
will be necessary when the remaining or Schuylkyl half of the.
city shall be built. The names given to the other streets, those
which run from the Delaware towards the Sehuylkyl, are
scarcely less whimsical, the principal frees of America having =
been chosen for this purpose, and thus forming Chestnut,
Walnut, Pine, Cedar, Mulberry, Spruce, Sussafras, Streets.
The distance between the two rivers is about two miles, over a
level plain.
Proceeded to Dr. Priestley’s house in the upper part of High
Street, in a row of small houses between Sixth and Seventh
~ Streets, remarkable for their pleasant appearance, ste wnding back
a few yards from the footpath, and having small gardens,
geparated by painted rails, before them. I had not seen such an




'_appeamnce of neatness and ccmfort sinece my arrival in
s :thladelphla, and experienced ‘pleasure in finding that it was
. here that the English philosopher, the benefactor of his country
" and of mankind, by his discoveries in ‘useful seience, had taken.
~ up his abode, Having passed through the garden of one of the
 first houses, the door was soon opened by a female servant, who,
. saying that the Doctor was at home, conducted us into a small

Here I expected to see the Doctor, but found only his sister,
 who desired the maid to let her master know that Dr. Ross was
 come. In a few minutes the Doctor, having quitted, probably,
' his studies, entered the roow, and I was at once relieved from
~ the sort of uneasiness which precedes an introduction to a great
" man, his countenance being exceedingly mild and good-natured,
‘and his manner no less easy and conciliating, His person, short
“and slender, his age, apparently about sixty, and his nnaffected
. cheerfulness, at once reminded me of my Uncle Thomas—an
_ impression that increased during the remainder of my visit.
i 'Dr. Ross, in his friendly zeal, introduced e somewhat in
 the style of a showman at a country fair: “Mr. Twining—just
arrived from Bengal—a great traveller on the Ganges—has been
‘received by the Great Mogol,” etc. The Doctor, his simplicity
4 _unc'ha,nged by this recital, received me with hearty kindness.
. He placed me near the fire, and took a chair by my side.
I soon found that he was as inquisitive as Dr. Ross had
. represented him to be, Fortunately his inquiries were directed
. to such subjects respecting India as were familiar to me, such as '
the castes, customs, and character of the inhabitants ; climate,
productions, ete. Passing from general to particular questions,
he wished to have a description of the couvre-capelle ; and the
numbers of this deadly snake which I had seen af Santipore
enabled me to gratify his curiosity upon this point. I described
also the mungoos, and the battle which T had seen betweon this
- animal and a couvre-capelle, e asked me about a particular
fish, and about a particular property it possessed. I fortunately

~ room by the side of the passage, looking towards the street. W



knew this, had eaten it, and lemarked the pecuhambv he

alluded to. - __
The Doctor related, in hlS tun, many anecdotes, here further

reminding me, by his playfulness and good humour, of my

learned uncle. He had a way, when telling his stories, of asking
you to guess how a thing happened, saying, “ Now, sir, how do
you think this was?” waiting a few moments for an auswer,
Among other things, he spoke of the great sheep in Mr, Bingham;s.
garden, expressing his intention of seeing it, and then alluded

to the great improvement lately made by Mr. Bakewell of
Leicestershire in the breed and management of animals. He
said he once visited Mz, Bakewell, who showed him hig xznprq\’rfed b i
race of sheep, and his fine bulls, remarkable for their size and

symmetry, He saw two of these animals grazing peaceably in

the same pasture, “I ecan,” said Mr, Bakewell, “immediately =~

make these bulls as furious as they are now quiet, and again

make them friends.” “And how,” said the Doctor, ad dressing .

himself to me,~—* how, sur,_ do you think this was done ? Why,
sir, Mr. Bakewell ordered one of his men o drive a cow into

the field, and the two bulls rushed at each other, and fought

with the greatest fierceness, While they were thus engaged,
the cow was driven out of the ﬁeld, and the two champions
grazed together quietly as before,’ '

The Doctor having expressed a desire to see the skin of my
shawl goat, it was settled that e would call the next day, and
accompany me on board the Zndia. I now took leave, much
- gratified with this personal introduction to a celebrated man, of
whom I had heard a great deal when a boy at school, his system
of chemistry,—his phlogiston and anti-phlogiston, and fixed air,
—then making much noise, and leading to various experiments
upon balloons, ete,, in which boys at that time, and I amongst
others, took a part.

Upon separating from Dr. Ross I went to the house whme
the Congress held its meetings, situated in Chestnut Street, It
is a large and handsome building, oceupying the area of an




 extensive court, by the side of the street. Two folding doors,
accessible to everybody, led me, at once, into the hall of the
| National Representatives, who were then sitting, and engaged in
. debate. T stood in the space reserved for strangers, between
the entrance and the low partition which separates it from the
. patt oocupmd by the members. This space was small and
| without seats. T was surprised to find so little accoramodation
. for the public, in a country where the public was supposed to
~ be especially considered. There might possibly be wore room
 allotted to strangers in another part of the hall, but I did not
- observe any visitors, excepting such as stood near me. These
being but few, I was able to advance at once to the pariition.
From this point I had an uninterrupted view of every part of
. the hall—T may say, of every member of the Assembly, for
. one of the advantages of this handsome room is, that the whole

~ of it is visible from every part.

k The subject of debate, when I entered was the budget, and
. Mr. Gallatin was speaking. Mr. Gallatin is & native of France

. or Switzerland, but had long resided in America, and was now
g naturalised - citizen of the Republic. He was one of the

principal members of the opposition, or of the anti-federal or
democratic party, as opposed to the federal system, of which

! (eneral Washington was the head. Althouﬂh a slow and rather

. embarrassed delivery, as well as a peculiarity of accent, showed
. that Mr. Gallatin did not speak his native langnage, his speech
. discovered great acuteness, and the deep knowledge of the
" finances of the United States for which he was especially
distinguished.  His strong opposition to the measures of

' (tovernment, and his democratical opinions, had lately drawn

upon him the quills of Peter Porcupine, a satiric writer, who at
this time attracted mmch attention in America by his opposition,
in a popular, sarcastic style, to the opposers of the existing
constitution,  Thig writer, however, was not en American
subject, but the Englishinan who has since been so much less
advantageously known, in his own country, by hig real name of




William Cobbett, Mr. Gallatin was only three or four yards to

the right of where I stood. His profile from this point, the thin,

sharp outline of & Frenchman’s face, his inclined attitude towards

the President as he addressed him, and the slow perpendlcular_

movement of his right arm, “sawing the air,” formed a portrait
which the occaalonal appearance of his name in public affairs
alwaye brings to my remembrance. Mr. Madison, an eloquentﬁ:

‘and much respected member, also spoke from, his seat, a little

to the right of the President; and Mr. William Smith, member
for Baltimore, one of our party in Fowrth Street, who defended
the measures of Government, repelhng the animadversions of
Mr. Gallatin with much wit and seventy I xecollect a few of

his sarcastic phmses.

From the hall of the Represenmtlves I went to that of the
Senate, or Upper Chamber, analogous, in its position in the
state, to the British House of Peers. Mr. Adams, as Vice- ‘
Pregident of the United States, presided over this Assembly,
‘He was seated in a raised récess on one side of the hall,

which was oblong and much smaller tha,n that of the Repre-

sentatives. The public was admitted to a raised gal-lery, which

extendod the whole length of the side oppesite the President.

Here, also, I heard some good speaking, though the chief orators |
are in the other chamber. In both Assemblies the members had
desks Dbefore them, on which they took notes, and laid thur

Papers ; bub their speeches were extempore,

I dined with Dr. Ross. He received me in his study, up a
very narrow staircase. The walls of the room were entirely
covered with books. The Doctor introduced me to Mr. Woll--
stonecraft, related to the authoress of that natag, to D or Mr, -

Boulman, a distinguished Irishman, and to Mr. Cooper, a young
American who had recently made himself known by his writings,

Mr. Dallas, an eminent English barristox, was expected, but sent

a note to say he was prevented from coming. Dinner being
ready. we descended to a room under the study. Mr. Cooper
and the Doctor’s other wue‘sts asked many questions about the




T

- Hindoos, the Ganges, the cities and monuments 1 had seen in
~ the northern parts of my tour, and the languages. The Doctor’s
~ announcement that I spoke three languages of India, though
. there was nothing extraordinary in the fact, seemed to cause
. some surprise. After dinner Mr. Dallas came. He expressed
. paxticular interest about India, in which country some of his
family had resided. It was late in the evening before this party,

containing some of the most clever men in Philadelphia, broke

_up. Although T had experienced some disappointment in not
. being introduced to General Washington in the morning, I

had, through the polite attentions of Dr. Ross, passed a most

i pleasant day.

13th  April. HBreakfaSUed as usual, with the Members of

. Congress, with whom I was now upon easy terms, As we stood

vound the fire, one of these gentlemen, Mr. Gallatin, examined

* the ends of my muslin neckelotly, and much surprise was expressed
i . when T mentioned the cost at Santipore. Many guestions were
. asked me respecting the qualities and prices of the fabrics of
. India, and it is not impossible that the lowness of the latter
 suggested the idea of a profitable speculation, the object of
~ almost every American at this period.

The Vice-President always breakfasted in his own roowm.
He had brought a manservant with him from Boston, but the

" negress had the care of his chamber, This poor girl being the

only servant in the house, served everybody and did everything.
Her activity and eheerful diligence were surprising.
In the forenoon Dr. Priestley called. He was accompanied

. by his son, who. algo had & desive to see the skin of my shawl

goat. I accordingly set out with the great chemist and his son
Joseph. ‘We continued along Fourth Street till we came to
Orchard Street, one of the streets perpendicular to the Delaware,
and turning down it arvived at thie wharf at which the ndia
was discharging her cargo. The Doctor noticed the skin of my
poor goat with much interest, turning back the long hair, and

_ examining the downy wool beneath with much attention. He




~ seemed to have heen previously impressed with the common
belief that the Cashmire shawl was made from the ordinary wool

of a particolar race of sheep, and not from the remarkable sub-

stance he now saw, or the produce of a goat. The Doctor being

a zealous searcher of tmth__' and fact, was evidently gratified with =

this discovery ; while, having failed in my atteropt to take the

demonstration of an important problem to my own country, it

was gratifying to me to be able to communicate it to the chief i

naturalist of America. I thought T could not dispose of this

curiosity better than by placing it in his possession. I accord-

ingly requested the Doctor to allow one of the sailors to carry it ;

‘to his house, Although he yielded to this proposal with reluct- :
ance, I had the satlsiactlon of percewmg that it afforded him

pleasure, | | e
As we returned throurrh the clty I wasg deqnous of learnmv. !

if the Doctor was satisfied with his situation in a country which - ._-‘;:

possessed no man eminent for science since the days of Franklin,
He expressed himself satisfied with the attention he had received '.
from the American Government, which had offered him the

professorship of chemistry, He spoke with regard of Dr. Ross,

whose society appavently best supplied the loss of Franklin, of

Bishop Watson, and Doctors Parr and Price, the friends of the
Doctor’s earlier life. But it was evident that his satisfaction

with America, which had received him, had not effaced his
attachment to his native country, which had banished him. For
Dr, Priestley, diverted unfortunately from his philosophical
pursuits by the French Revolution, became by his imprudence
one of the vietims of that unsparing explosion. Quitting the
paths of science, he engaged in the political and metaphysical
digcussions of that troubled period, and was goon swept away by
the violence of a storm, which, but for this needless exposure, |
would have passed over him. The infuriated mob of Birming-

ham, a place fostered by practical science and enriched by the

useful arts, broke into his housge, pillaged his exteusive library,
burnt his valuable manuseripts, and the notes of his unpublished




observations, and destroyed his philosophical apparatus. These
i lamentable acts determined the Dogtor to retire to America
 8till it was so evidently his desire to return to England when-
 ever the possions of the moment should have subsided, that 1
. determined to ascertain on my arrival in London how far such
g step would be expedient.

_' 14th April—Hearing that the Vermont was a,bout to sall for
__Encvlam] I write by her to my father. Wishing fo see a few of
~ the other principal cities of America, as well as something of
. the country, I decided upon an excurgion as far as Baltimore,
south of Philadelphia, and eventually to Washington, the con-
i templated metropolis of the United States, situated on the
- Potomac. At the latter place I should find an Tast Indiav, Mr.
Law, formmly of the Bengal Civil Establishment. Returning to
England, the want of occupation there induced him to wvisit

. America. At that time the plan of buildinj a new metropolis,

_ to bear the name of Washington, was unde: consideration, and
excited much speculation. Mr. Law had become acquainted
. with one of the proprietors of the land selected for the site of

- the new city, and eonfiding in an Act of Congress already passed

- for the transfer of the seat of government, had made & consider-

able purchase of ground from this person. It was, however,
considered an adventure of much risk, for doubt was entertained
‘not only whether, in case of General Washington’s death, the
proposed change would take place, but whether the removal of
the seat of government would carry with it the augmentation
“of commerce and population which Mr. Law anticipated, and
which was essential to the success of his speculation. I this
afternoon took my place in tht.- stage-waggon for Baltimore for
‘the following morning.

16¢h.—At ten this morning the negro 0‘1[‘1 took my port-
manteau under her arm, and accompanied me to the mail-waggon
office. At half-past ten the waggon started up High Street,
- passing before the window of Dr. Priestley. The vehicle was a
- long car with four benches. Three of these in the interior held




nine passengers, and a tenth passenger was seated by the side of
‘the driver on the front bench. A light roof was supported by
eight glender pillars, four on each side. Three larg'a leather
curtains suspended to the roof one at each slde and the third
behind, were rolled up or lowered at the pleasure of the
passengers. There was no place nor space for luggage, each
person being expected to stow his. thmgs as | he could under his

seat or legs. The ent;ranoe wa.s in front, over the driver’s bench. i

Of course the three passengers on the back seat were obliged to

crawl across all the other benches to get to their places, There_ i

were 1o backs to the benches to support and relieve us durmo' i
rough and fatiguing journey over a newly and ill-made road. It
would be unreasonable to expect perfection in the arrangements
~of a new country; but though this rude conveyance was not
without its advantages, and was really more suitable to the
existing state of American roads than an English stage-coach
would have been, it might have been rendered more convenient

in some respects without much additional expemse. Thus a .I'{i
mere strap behind the seats would have heen a great comfort,
and the ponderous leather enrtains, which extended the whole

length of the waggon, would have been much more convenient,
divided into two or three parts, and with a glass however small,
in each division to give light to the passengers in bad weather,
and enable them to have a glimpse of the country. The disposal
of the luggage also was extremely incommodious, not only to
the ownxer, but to his neighbours. |
We were quite full, having ten passenfvers beSJdes the dnver
Upon leaving the city we entered immediately upon the country,
the transition from streets to fields being abrupt, and not rendered
gradual by detached houses and villas, as in the vicinity of
London. The fields, however, had nothing pleasing about them,
being crossed and separated by the numerous intersections of
the intended streets, and swrrounded by largs rough-hewed rails,
placed zigzag, instead of hedges. - We soon reached the Schuyl-
leyl, a small river which descends from the Kittatany mountains,




it the back part of "T’énnsylwfania and enters the Delaware seven.
miles below Phﬂadelphm after a course of about 120 miles.
We crossed it upon a floating bridge, constructed of logs of wood
pl’tced by the side of each other upon the surface of the water,
and planks nailed across them. Although this bm_dgu Jooated
when not charged, or charged but lightly, the weight of our
;waggon depregsed it several inches below the surface, the horses
rsplashmg through the water, so that a foot passenger passing at
the same time would have been exposed fo serious inconvenience.
 The’ rourrhness and 1mpe1’fect10n of this construction on the
-f'pmnclpal line of road in America, and not a mile from the seat
. of government, afforded the most striking instance I had yet
-~ seen of the little progress the country had hitherto made in the
. improvements of civilisation. The existence of such a bridge
~ seemed the more surpris'inrr, ag it completely obstructed the
-'_;--namaamon of the river, which would otherwise, I was told, admit
.. small craft as high as Reading, nearly eighty miles farther up. I
' mention this instance of backwardoess, and other deficiencies of
g similar kind, not as a reproach to America, but as singular
_-fa._cts, exemplifying the difficulties and necessarily slow advance-
" ment of a new country. I believe there is no mation that
~ would have done more in so short a time, and most nations
~ would assuredly have done infinitely less, The transplanted
i 'branch of the British oak had already taken root, and dis-
. played the vigour and strength of the parent stock. Tt was
" flattering to an Englishman to see the intelligence, energy, and
. enterprise which were manifest. Kyverywhere the progress of
| improvement was visible; everything had advanced, and was

@ advancing. The bridge of planks and logs had probably suc-
| goeded 8 more insecure boat, and would certainly in a few years

" be replaced by arches of brick or stone.

The sloping banks of the Schuylkyl appeared to oﬁer de-
lightful situations for villss and country houses, whenever the
wealth and taste of the citizens of Philadelphia should lead them

to the imitation of European indulgence, unless the extension




- of the clty to. the river should cover its bﬂrdei‘s with wharfs
and warehouses, thus reahsmg the omgmal des:gn of Wllha,m
Penn.

A little beyond the bndge we came to a turnpzke gate the
first T had seen since leaving Engla.nd It was intercsting
on this account, and further so, as showmg that America had
adopted a custom of the mother country Whmh Adam Swith
cites as one of the rmost equitable examples of taxation, the
traveller paying for an ewdent convenience and in pmp@l‘tmn
a3 he enjoys it It was probahle that the tax callected here,
or a part of if, was employed n securing the Iegs and pla,nks' y
of the bridge, or in replacing such as were ca.med away "'f
by the current-—an | accldent whlch seemed llkely to ocuur_,’-
frequently. i i Sk

The country now became ]:ully in some derrree, a.nd from Lhe __
days of my journey in Scotland I was fond of hills.  These were l
neither long nor high, but they presented some steep dechvmes,
down. which the waggon descended at a great rate, for not only
was it unprovided with a drag to keep it back, but it seemed to
be the principle of American driving to go as fast as. possible
downhill in order to make up for the slowness mewtable on
all other parts of the road, This road being newiy and roughly _
formed, furrowed with ruts, and strewed with large stones
- which had been separatied from the mould or g'ravel the Joltlng:'
of the waggon in these rapid descents was almost maupportable
and even drew forth many a hard exclamation from my com-
panions, accustomed to it as they were. At first our vapidity
on these occasions, with a steep declivity, without rail or fence

of any sort on one side, seemed to be attended with no trifling

degree of danger; but I soon found that the driver managed his

four active little horses with all the skill of an English coach--'
man, although he had little the appearance of one, having
neither his bat on one side, nor his great coat, nor lun' 5

boots, but a coarse blue jacket, worsted stockings, aml__'-'

thick shoes.




sl_nall village of Derby, and in about as many more reached

first surprised to find the villages, often clumps of houses, of
. America bearing the names of the greab towns or cities of
_ England, although the Iatter, probably, had a beginning equally

the Oug'h' gince leaving the Schuylkyl was, for the most part,
* cleared of its ancient woods, at least near the line of our road,

. was entangled with the roots of trees, and covered with stones
- which the plough had recently exposed to the light for the first
 time, and with clods of eatth not yet hroken. All the enclosures
.~ were formed in the manner already described-—thiat is, by rough
~ bars or rails placed ong above another in a zigzag direction. The
_i _.few farmhouses visible were also formed by bars or logs of wood,

~of these sequestered dwellings did not appear very enviable,
 though it doubtless had its charms, or its recompense at
| least,  Rvery first settler in a new country labours less for the
. present than for the fubure, for himself than for his posterity,
- and i is this honourable consciousness that invigorates his toil,
- cheers his solitude, and alleviates his privations.
- As we rattled down a steep hill leading to Chester, I thought
- there was a fair chance of our ending the first stage at the
. bottom of a precipice on our left, and so we probably should
- if we had missed stays ; but when within three or four feet of
the edge, the driver went cleverly on the other fack, till brought
up by the high bank on that side, when he again put about, and
. made for the precipice, and thus by great skill frot us safe to the
~inn at the bottom. |
~ Chester is a small town of no present importance ; but its
situation as the first post or stage between Philadelphia and
the Southern States seemed to ensure its progressive extension
“and prosperity. It was now chiefly intevestiug as the vlace

.; When elght mlles from I‘hﬂadelphm. we paased through the_

~ Chester, the end of the first stage. An English traveller is at

' unimportant and diminutive. The country we had passed |

:_-g_nd;- cultivation had commenced ; but the surface of the land

~ covered with laths and plaster, The situation of the inhabitants




_where Penn, having landed at Newa‘rli with his Quakets, "a'n"'{l‘
the grant of Charles the Second, bestowing upon him the
immense tract of country to which he here, perhaps, gave his
name, held his first assembly, producing his authority, and
explaining, it is probable, his views and intentions. It appears
that some Iudians still retained their possessions in this part of
the country, and that their chiefs were received with kindness
at this meeting, and wzth assurances of justice and proteotlon.
Although such assurances are generallv made and seldom
observed, one is willing to suppose that Mr. Penn promlsed_:-'
no more than he meant to perform; but it iy painful to
consider that the Indian tribes, instead of being civilised and
improved by this event, were gradually compelled to recede
before the influx of European nations, can'ymg theto omrrma,l -_
barbarism; with the admixture, perhaps, of new vices and.'
diseases, to other settlements in the interior, from which they
 were again dislodged as the tide of intrusion rolled on.
1t is possible that the general outline of the State of Penn- i
il syhra.ma,_ may have undergone some change since ann_enrolletl- !
his charter in the village of Chester in 1682; but I believe
the limits were nearly then what they are now (1796), ex- .
tending from the Delaware to the shores of the Ohio, and of
Lakes Krie and Ontario—a vast extent of country to be granted
to one individual, either on the ground of service rendered the i
State by the father of William Penn, or as a debt due to the
latter by the Crown. Of these two motives, the most interestad- i)
one must, perhaps, be considerad the most probable. We
naturally wish to know what advautages Penn derived from
his great acquisition, and are hardly surprised to learn that
the affairs of his province involved him in inmumerable disputes i
and difficulties, and even encroached upon his private fortune. He -~ =
died in the year 1718 at the age of seventy-four. It is probable /
that his name is heldin respect by the “Friends” of Pennsylvania;

but I never heard 1t mentioned in general society, nor observed

that it was common, There was no one who hore it, either

¥




in the natmnal re presenta.tmn or in the provm cml assembhes of
. the State, | | o !
As the ex’oreme Jolmng of the waggon had caused a geneml
i ,;complalnt among the passengers, and the ineonvenience might
i expected to increase as we got farther from the capital,
I proposed to join two ov three of the party in hiring some

other conveyance, hut found that the waggon was the only

 carrisge on the road. Having therefore changed our horses for
 four others of the same small but excellent race, we resumed

~our seats upon the bare planks, and continued our journey.
‘The reserve of a first stage being over, the passengers became
i '-mther clamorons.. They were, however, most polite towards me,
. exempting me from their sallics and jokes. Their wit was
pa l-tlcularlv divected a,gamst a “ Yanleo” who was one of the
. company. We apply this designation as a term of ridicule
~ or vepreach o the inhabitants of all parts of the United States
| -;"mdlsgnmmately b but the Americans confine its application to
. their countrymen of the Northern or New England States, and
' more ¢specially to those of Massachusetts.

Your miles from Chester we passed through a small hamlet

?"'.'-"_ga,ned Chichester, and soon after quitted the fine province of

“pennsylvania, and entered the small State of Delaware, forming

. a narrow slip along the right bank of the Delaware river to

20 the sea. I had had a view of the whole length of its water

. boundary as T sailed up the Delaware in the Zndia.. The part
" of this little district which I now saw appeaved to have a

pleasant and healthy elevation ; but the lower parts, towards
the shore of the Atlantie, contain numerous fens or marshes

: called SW&HIPS._. One of these, called the Cypress swamp, is said
" to be twelve miles in length and six in breadth.

. When about twelve miles from Chester, passing over some
‘high land, called the heights of Christiania, we descended to

4 creek of that name, and soon. after entered Wilmington, which

I have already mentioned (in describing our possage up the

. Delaware) as nhe prmctpal town of the Delawure State, althnuqh
| %




 Dover is the seat of government—for what reason I do uof
know, unless beeause its position is more cé_n_t’ral_, a_.vel'."j'. : gao.d
reason, which is not so much attended to in the establishing
of metropolitan towns as public convenience frequently requires.

Having again changed horses, we reached the Brandywine,
a small stream which flows from the Welsh mountains, in
the interior of Pennmsylvania. The Brandywine mills, for

grinding corn, are very celebrated, and their great neatness .

and flourishing activity had a very pleasing appearance from
the road. Here America already exhibited a spot which might
be compared with any .similar scene in England, I sa,w-_-'-'
some small craft, of apparently about tem or fifteen tons;
but 1 understood that sloops of a much larger size conld )
mount the stream from the Delaware. These mills wers gaid
to farnish a very considerable paxt of the best flour (‘U;usumed
in Philadelphia. ey
1 was glad that my presence dld not preveni; m‘y felldw-
travellers from speaking with much enthusiasm of an action
fought here, during the late war, between the Amerlcan troops
and the British forces under the command of CGeneral Clinton.

I cannot find a vote [ have somewhere of the particulars of th1s_----'-__-_- .
engagement.  But the American army, commanded by Genewal |

Washington, defended the passage of the Brandywine with great
bravery, and indeed with success, till outflanked and twrned by

Lord Cornwallis, who crossed the river higher up. The British
troops advanced, and took possession of Philadelphia, It ap-

peared to me that the banks of the Schuylky!l might have offered
another point of defence, but they doubtless did not. Indeed,
the sitation of the Amemc,au army might have been too critical,
with the Delaware in its rear, unless it had been possible to
secure its retreat by a bridge of boats across that river. DBub
although the American capital was thus lost on the Brandywine,
the Americans consider that day, so calamitous te their cause, as
highly honourable to their arms. Itisa circamstance creditable
to the talents of a general, and to the generosity of the nation




_he serves when he can sustam defeat wi thout losing the esteem
and confidence of his countrymen. Tt may also be considered
~one of the peculiarities of such contests, between a disciplined
‘army and 1rregular troops, that the latter often gain glory in
‘;defeat while victory is hardly glorious to their opponent.
. We next cha,nged horses at Newark, and completed our
day s Journey, soon after sunset, at Head of Elk, the name given
to a few houses situated upon the Elk river, which we crossed
n & boat, hauling upon a rope stretched across it.  Here again
(it was easy to contemplate a future bridge, 1t was not, as in
India, where the surplus revenue of the country was sent out of
Wi wmhont bemg counterbalanced by any return. Here, this
. surplus would e expended in the conntry, whose property in-
© deed it was, in national Improvements. Amwerica was a farm, in
. which the produce was spent upon the land; India, one in
: whmh even stubble was carried from it.
. During the last stage we had passed the White and Hed Ola.y
Creeks, At the latter, General Washington had attempted to
_ make a stand against the royal army which the British fleet had
. brought from New York, and landed at the head of Chesapeak
~ Bay, not far from the place where we now stopped for the night.
. Affer the roughest journey I had ever had, a good supper and
- bed would have been very acceptable, but nothing could well be
- worse than the provision made for the travellers in both these
W respeets After a sparing and ill-dressed vepast, which drew
. forth bitter words, and smore than words, from the Yankee and
-_'_-most of his countrymen, we were conducted, one followmg
another, up a narrow staircase, little better than a ladder, and
all, to my utter despair, shut in one room, upon whose floor,
which, by the bye, appeared to have little benefited by its prox-
imity to the waters of the Chesapeak, were placed a few rude
. unfarpished bedsteads, without curtains, ranged one close to
s - another, like cots in 4 soldier’s barrack. Whether, however, it
: was my very good fortune, or the politeness of the Americans,
 whose attentions T had received along the road, I could not tell,




but it so happened that in t;ha dmtnbutlon and couphna wluch
took place, I remained without & partner, being the only one, S
helieve, who had this invaluable privilege. T was so sensible of
the advantage I had obtained that I should have been glad to en;oy
it g little longer the next morning ; but at. h&lf-past two the
tawny girl (slave, I fear I might call ‘her), who had lighted us
upstairs, reappeared with a candle in. her hand, a,nd announced
that the waggon would soon be rpa.dy i -
At three o’clock, with no other light than what was aiforded
by the twinkling of the stars, the waggon and everythmg it con-
tained, the passengers on the hard seats, their pori;ma,nteaus o
wnder them, were once more literally i motion, for the road was i
far from improving as we advanced into the State of Maryland,
which we had entered the preceding afternoon. Soon after leav-
ing the inn, we crossed another small stream, called Elk Creek.
It is the union of this with the rivulet we had passed the evening
before that forms the larger stream at the head of which the
foundations of a future town have been so judiciously laid.
This spot, covered by the two streams whose junction opens a
communication with the Chesapeak in front, would in Europe
probably have been chogen for a military position. But such
advantages, happily, did not enter into the caleulations of the
Americans, who, not having to entrench themselves against the oy
jealousy or ambition of surrounding nations, directed their atten- T
tion to situations the most favourable to the establishments of it
agriculture and commerce, of peace, and not of war. They
chose a rivulet, not to defend a bastion, but to turn a mill. i
We proceeded very slowly till break of day, and not very ST
fast after, the road being exceedingly deep and rough, often quit-
ting what appeared to be the intended line, and winding, for a .
fresh and firmer bottom, through the partially cleared forest on '
either side, the driver, with great dexterity, gniding his horses
round the stumps of trees, going over such roots as would only"
shake us a little, and avoiding others that would be likely to
overturn us. The fields' of such parts as were cleared were




‘always surrounded by the z1gzarr fence of bars. 'Th'e planting of
-_hedges had not yet commenced, all refinement in agriculture, as
© in other things, bemg reserved for @ more advanced stage of
soczety, when popula.tmn should be more abundant, labour
Ris cheaper, and pubhc taste more improved. It would, however,
o have Teen an eagy and cheap embellishinent of the country, if a

--,'."”fe_w of the ﬁ__ne trees of the ancient forests had been allowed to

i hedgerows; Bub all the trees being cut down, about three feet
. above the groiind' the openings left in the forests were extremely
_'unplcturesqne, the enclosures having the appearance of large
. sheep-pens. Although the remaining stumps of the trees ren-
 dered the fields most unmghtly, and, obstructing the plough,
_ obliged the farmer to leave much ground uncultivated, they
~would probably remain undisturbed until the decay of their roots
i should facﬂztate their remova] Forin anew country, as America
. now was, land is cheap and laboar dear ; but as the nation ad-
) vances towards ‘maturity, the reverse becomes the case, labour
growing abundant, ard the value of the produce of the eurth
nsmg with the demands of an extended population. Perhaps
~ the ha,pplest pomt for a country is the medium between these
. extremities. - | j
' Soon after sunrise we crossed a river on which Charlestown
i3 situated, two miles lower, at its junction with the Chesapeak,
 and at nine o'clock veached the banks of t-hle_Susque'hannah, where
we found a boat ready to take us over to Havre de Grace, on the
opposite side, As we pulled upon the vope stretched across this
rapid stream, I contemplated, with peculiar pleasure, the ancient
woods which still threw their broad shadow upon its surface,
- I was greatly struck with the wild poetic cast of this enchant-
f ng spbt, all the features of which were as Indian as its name,
éxcepting, indeed, the new-built town of Havre de Grace, whose
- white houses on the southern shore had supplanted the wigwams
~ of the Susquehanna.h tribes, and mterrupted the magnificent line
- of foliage.

. remain, if not in the fields, at least in the line of the future




T could not but feel a great desire to remain longer amidst
“such scenery, and explore the further beauties which the coursé;"
of the Susquehannah would probably disclose. This river, how-
ever, though one of the largest that run into the Chesapeak is .
not of very great length, since its sources are in the Al_leghany
mountains, i the upper parts of the States of Pennsylvaniaand
New York, a distance of about 300 miles. Although much ob-
structed, in this course, by falls and rapids, it ig navigable, or,
s the Americans say, bontable, down the stream, nearly from 11:3
 rise, but sloops and sea-craft can ascend it only three or four mlles
above Havte, being there stopped by some rapids. Tt is not im-
probable that many of these impediments will hereafter be
rémoved, or avoided by means of locks and canals, and other
contrivances, and that a navigable communication may connec_b: i
~ the Chesapeak, the great Atlantic lake, with the chain of lakes
in the north, and with the Ohio and Mohawk rivers, and thus by |
the Mississippi and Hudson, into which these rivers respectively
flow, with New Orleans and New York. Such are the gzgantw
schemes of this aspiring people. 1t is, perhaps, not too much: tol
say, that the nation which, even in the first years of its pohtmal
existence, has the genius to form such projects, and the patriot-
ism to dwell upon them with coufidence and ‘enthusiasm, has o
already established the probability of their execution. None of
my cornpanions had followed the banks of the Susquebanneh,
but I understood from them that its greatest beauties were at the
passage of one of its branches through the Alleghany mountains.
Its width, on reaching the Chesapeak about two miles from Havre,
was said to exceed a mile. 1 slways experience great difficulty
in judging of the width of rivers, but the Susquehannah, at our
ferry, did not appear to me to be so broad as the Thames at
Twickenham.

At the best inn T had yet seen in America, neat, clean, and
pleasantly situated, we found a good and abundant breakfast
ready for us, consisting of tea, coffee, eggs, and cold meat. Here
seemed to be another instance of that degree of improvement to




. which everything, probably, was advancing, though often imper-
 ceptibly, and with uneven steps; and not with the premature
~ precipitancy nnreasonably exPected by too mauy travellers
- from other countries.
' Our next stage was to Harford Bush, a very small town, but
. pleasantly and advantageously situated upon an inlet of the
- Chesapeak, here about ten miles in width, In some paxts of
| this noble bay, particularly below the junction of the Potomac,
. the width exceeds twenty miles. Its length, in a northerly
. direction, from Cape Henry in Virginia to the mouth of the
' Susquehannah, is nearly 300 miles. Its depth, and the faclhty
it offers to navigation, may be inferred from the circumstance
. already mentioned that the British fleet sailed up it and
landed the army at its northern extremity, near the Head of
Elk. Tt would be pleasing to imagine the extraordinary sight
which such a flest on the busin of the Chesapeak must have
~presented, if it could be detached from the lamentable cause
connected with it. A citizen of the United States may, without
much generosity, forgive injuries from which his country derives
its being ; but an Englishman can scarcely revert to the same
 acts withoutb a painful sense of imprudence and injustice.
While the numerous bays and inlets of the Chesapeak and
the streams which run into it on either side seemed favourable
to commerce, its waters were said to afford excellent figh, and
- also the celebrated canvas-hack duek, of which T had heard
much on board the Jndiw, as well as since my arrival in
America, without having yet had an opportunity of forming my
own opinion of its merits. - :
Having changed horses at Harford Bush, we went or to
Joppa, passing in our way the Gunpowder river. Journeying
~ over the same wild country, woods in their primitive state, or
partially cleared, with now and then a log-house, the appearance
of which, unsurrounded by society or resources, was more dismal
than cheering, we came to the small hamlet of Kingsbury, and
at four 1n the afternoon reached Baltimore.




We drove in good ..st;yl'é into the Cmn'.tja.rd";j of the “Indmn
Queen,” a large inn of very respectable appearance. It formed :

one of the angles between Market and Queen Streef, in the =
upper part of the town and had an extenswe tront in each

street. | | M
I could nob sepaate from my compa,mons Wxthout taking

leave of them all, and acknowledging the polite abtentions they .
had shown me; for though a total wont of reserve amongst =

themgselves almost degenerated sometimes into coarseness, their
- behaviour towards me was uniformly obliging, Scon after I

had teken possession of .tny quarters, & small room with a very
small bed, fronting, at my desive, the principal street, I was told
that dinner was ready, and was shown 1nto the 1a,rgest room I

had ever seen in any hotel even in England, It extended the

whole depth of the house, from Queen Street to the great court-

yard, and was divided along the middle by a broad fixed table,
nearly as long as the room itself. I found a la,rcre party
agssembled, or assembling, congisting almost entirely of travellers
and lodgers in the house, and not of residents in the town, for
anti-Britannic as the Americans are in their political feelings,
they have the domestic propensities of their ancestors, every

man dining with his family, if he has one, After the dmner,
which was composed principally of large joints of meat and

dishes of vegetables, served more in abundance than variety,
each person rose when he pleased and retired withoub ceremony,
much as in India. 1 was glad to avail myself of this ]T&&dw}!.
in order to see something of Baltimore that evening.

T accordingly walked down the principal street, which had
a gentle slope from the country, a little above the “Indian
Queen,” and turning when unear the bottom of it to the right,
through some smaller streets, came to the port, an extensive
basin formed by the Patapsco river, before it reaches the
Chesapeak ; or perhaps it may as reasonably be considered an
wnlet of the Chesapeak into which the Patapsco discharges itself.
1 here saw many ships and sea-vessels of various descriptions.



