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rienced. The native merchants of Berhampore were
sounded, but did not seem eager to undertake the job,
and eventually the purchase of the 1,000 tons was
entrusted to the officialy of the Goddvari district,
where, thanks to the magnificent irrigation, a reserve
of grain may always be relied upon.

At the Berhampore jail we saw several poor culti-
vators incarcerated for participation in the grain-riots of
October last. Their fields were lying fallow for want
of theirlabour, and they clanfoured piteously to the
Governor for clemency. It is a curious fact about
these riots that many of the rioters got hold of the
idea that Government approved of their proceedings.
Several poor women were also there, sentenced for
stealing, as they pathetically expressed it, “a little
earth.” It seems hard that the bountiful mother of
all mankind should thus, through man’s agency, be
made to play the part of an avenging deity. But
“ salt-earth ’ was what the poor women meant, and
salt being a Government monopoly, the removal from
the surface of the ground of even a handful of salt-earth
is a serious offence. His Excellency has caused
measures to be taken for the release of most of the
rioters and orders have been given that in the salt
cases none but serious ones are to be noticed.

Next morning we drove 25 miles to Aska through
what, in a good season, is a mass of rice and sugar-
cane cultivation. The correct derivation of the name
¢ Ganjam ” is (fanj-i-am, meaning ¢ the granary of
the world.” It was sad to see a country with so
noble a name in such a barren condition. The south-
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west monsoon is now due and if that brings good rain,
though distress will continue till November, when the
crops are harvested, the famine will then be over. If
it fails wholly or in part, there will be a repetition of
the miseries of 1866. No measures of relief can be
sufficiently widespread to prevent loss of life in such
a crisis. In 1877 the Government of India had to
declare that ¢ the task of saving life irrespective of the
cost is one which it is beyond their power to under-
take,”” and though relief may be provided for the able-
bodied by a well-organized system of public works, the
infirm, the weak, the sickly, and, above all, the women
and children are bound to go to the wall. In Ganjam
the usual difficulties of similar situations are aggra-
vated by the peculiar notions of the inhabitants of
the country. Ganjam, being only accessible by sea,
is many years behind the southern districts of Madras
in its civilisation, and the Uriyas, who inhabit the
northern portion of the district, are more than usually
rigid in their caste observances. Some of them will
not, under the stress of famine, accept a grain of food
cooked by strangers, even by Brahmins, so that gratui-
tous relief in its best form cannot be distributed. The
majority of Uriya women will also, under no circum-
stances, keep away from their houses, which prevents
the eoncentration of labourers on large relief works.
The distriet authorities have, however, got affairs well
in hand, a sufficient number of estimates are ready for
execution and gratuitous relief on a large scale, either
in the shape of cooked food or money doles, will be
organized forthwith.
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At Aska we stayed in the house of Mr. Minchin,
the reputation of whose hospitality and enterprise is
widespread. Unfortunately he was absent, but his
representative and manager, Mr. Kollmann, a most
energetic and charming Hungarian gentleman, did the
honours in a princely style. Mr. Minchin has estab-
lished here a large sugar-factory which employs 1,200
hands, and the yearly outturn of which is about 30,000
cwts. The method employed is the so-called *diffu-
sion process.” The cane is cut up into small strips,
thoroughly saturated in water, pressed, and the liquid
then evaporated. Everything throughout the factory
is altogether on a model scale, but business is not so
active as it should be. The area in the neighbour-
hood under sugar-cane cultivation is decreasing owing
to bad seasons, and the competition of beet sugar is
driving cane sugar out of the market. The factory
also undertakes the manufacture of spirits, such as
toddy, rum and rice spirits, for the supply of the
retail vendors of the district, the annual outturn being
about 80,000 gallons of proof spirit. Mr. Minchin
has a monopoly of the supply under contract with
Government, but complains of the large amount of
illicit distillation, and petitions were presented to the
Governor by some people who said they were here-
ditary distillers, and that their means of livelihood
had been destroyed by the momopoly system. This
system of ‘abkdri” or excise aims at securing what
may be concisely termed the maximum of revenue
with the minimum of consumption,

The heat at Aska was intense, 106° in the veran-
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ahs, but the Governor kindly dispensed with the
ceremonial which usually rules in Government House
whether established ‘in court or camp or grove,” and
business was transacted throughout the day in costume
which very much resembled that of Adam before the
fall.

From Aska we went to Russellkonda, a town at
the foot of the Maliahs or hill tracts of the Ganjam
district. It is very picturesque, being surrounded by
hills on which grows the graceful bamboo jungle.
The usual assemblage of people met us at the entrance
to the town, and the whole population, several thou-
sands in number, turned out behind the carriage and
followed it to our temporary residence, forming a
running procession several hundred yards long. The
jail at Russellkonda is the most civilised imaginable.
In other places jails are always surrounded by high
walls to prevent the escape of the prisoners, but either
these walls are an unnecessary precaution or else the
idea of escape has not penetrated the minds of the
Russellkonda prisoners, for the jail there has a wall
only about 3 feet high, such as surrounds an ordinary
dwelling-house. A prisoner could easily jump-over
it, and yet the record of escapes or attempts at escape
is nil. When we were passing in the morning all the
prisoners crowded to the wall to see us go by, and in
the evening when the Governor inspected the jail all
the townspeople peeped over to see what was going
on. In short, quite an idyllic jail, and possibly the
poor people are happier in it than elsewhere.

The administrator of the Maliahs, Mr. Horne, met
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us in Russellkonda and we heard much from him
regarding the curious customs of the inhabitants of the
hills who are called Khonds. = Their chief amusements
are dancing and getting drunk, which they combine.
They will do no work and will pay no taxes. Previous
to our occupation of the hills, and indeed for many
years subsequent to it, human sacrifices were common
among them. Their custom was to buy grown-up men
and women or children from-the villages in the plains
and keep them until they had occasion to think that
their tutelar deity, the earth goddess, required pro-
pitiation. Then the vietim, who would meanwhile
be treated as a favoured mortal, was garlanded,
intoxicated, and finally beaten to death with clubs ; or
with the heavy brass armlets worn by the inhabitants ;
or cut to death with knives; or, more horrible still,
burnt with brands until he was incapable of struggling,
under the belief that the next fall of rain would be
proportionate to the number of tears he shed. A
general orgie with all sorts of sensual excesses cele-
brated the occasion. When dead, he was hacked to
pieces and portions of his flesh were carried off in
triumph to the different villages and buried in the
earth in honour of the goddess.

The reported origin of this barbarous custom is
curious. The Khonds believe in one Supreme Being,
Boora Pennu, whom they sometimes call the God of
Light, sometimes the Sun-God. In the beginning he
created for himself a consort, Tari Pennu, who became
the source of all evil and the earth-goddess. After-

~ wards he created the earth; and walking upon it

A A
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one day with Tari Pennu, he was so enraged with her,
because she refused to scratch the back of his neck,
that he resolved to createout of the earth a new being,
man, who should render to him the most devoted
homage. He also resolved to create out of the earth
all that was necessary for man’s existence. Filled
with jealousy, Tari Pennu attempted to prevent the
fulfilment of these purposes, but only succeeded in
altering the order of creation. Taking a handful of
earth, Boora Pennu threw it behind him to create man,
but it was caught by Tari and cast on one side, whence
arose trees, herbs and all kinds of vegetable life. In
like manner she intercepted, caught and flung aside
three other handsful of earth, which became respec-
tively the fish of the sea, the beasts of the earth,
and the birds of the air. Then, seeing what his
rebellious consort had done, Boora Pennu put his hand
on her head, to prevent any further interference with
his will, placed a fifth handful of earth on the ground,
and from it was the human race created. The goddess
then placed her hands over the earth and said ¢ let
those beings you have made exist; you shall create no
more ;”’ whereupon the god caused an exudation of
sweat toproceed from his body, collected it in his hand,
and threw it around, saying ‘“to all that I have
created,” whence originated love and sex and the
continuance of species. At first the human race was
sinless, went about unclothed, and enjoyed free com-
munion with Boora, They lived without labour and
in perfect harmony. But all this was changed by Tari,
who “sowed the seeds of sin info mankind as into a
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ploughed field.” Then came the loss of innocence,
which was followed by disease and death. The earth
became a jungle, flowers became poisonous, and animals
became savage. The god and goddess fiercely con-
tended for superiority over the new creation ; and the
supposed result, of this conflict is the source of a
division in the religious belief of the mountaineers.
One sect—those who follow Boora Pennu—believe
that he was victorious, in preof of which they allege
the pains of childbirth which have been imposed upon
the sex of Tari. The other sect—those who worship
the goddess—believe that she was unconquered, and
that, although she is the source of all evils, she can
confer every form of earthly benefit, indirectly, by not
obstructing the good which flows from Boora, and,
directly, by her own act. They also believe that she
appeared on the earth in a feminine form, called by
them Umbally Bylee, and that while under this form
she introduced order and the art of agriculture, as
well as all other blessings into the world. As Umbally
Bylee, she was one day slicing vegetables, and ac-
cidentally cutting her finger, the blood drops fell
on the soft barren mud, which instantly became dry
and firm earth. ¢ Behold the good change,” ex-
claimed the goddess, ¢ cut up my body to complete
it.”” But regarding her as one of themselves, the
people declined to do her bidding, and in order that it
might be carried out they resolved instead to purchase
viotims from other peoples. This is the ovigin of
what is variously termed the Meriah, Tokki or Keddi
sacrifice. At first its efficacy was confined to those




ordered that all mankind should be included in the
benefits it was to confer. Hence the sect of Tari
believed that the responsibility for the well-being of
the whole world rests upon them. The practice of a
rite so horrible on such purely benevolent principles is
one of its most singular features.

The followers of Boora Pennu, though condemning
the human sacrifices practised by the followers of Tari,
yet were themselves guilty of the practice of female
infanticide. To justify this they urged the authority
of their god, who was evidently a philosopher even if
also a misogynist. He is supposed to have said:
“ Behold ! from the making of onme feminine being
what have I and the whole world suffered. You are
at liberty to bring up only as many women as you can
manage.”

The number of human sacrifices used to be very
large. On the occasion of the new-moon feast of 1841
there were as many as 240 victims, and between 1837
and 1854 one English officer alone saved 1,506 intended
victims, of whom 717 were males and 789 females.
The practice has since been put down by the Gov-
ernment and the Khonds acquiesce readily in the
measures adopted as they find that the earth is not
less fruitful without being so propitiated and they are
saved the expense of purchasing their vietims which
used to vary from 60 to 200 rupees apiece. The
Khond dialeet has no alphabet and is therefore un-
written, o it is very little known, and communication

with the inhabitants is not easy.
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A large irrigation reservoir was in progress at
Russellkonda which is to cover an area of 41 square
miles.

It was curious to observe the immense brass
armlets worn by most of the women, which extend in
a series of rings from the wrist to the elbow, are
welded on, and often weigh as much as 7 1b. on each
arm.

Numerous memorials. were-here presented to Lord
Connemara, one of which began with the somewhat
original invocation of gloria in excelsis. Tt went on to
speak of the ‘regal visit of his Divine Lordship to
this part of the country away from the metropolis
especially in this most tiresome torrid season.” With
this latter expression we all more or less agreed, for
the heat was tremendous (107° in the shade). The
expression used recalled the address presented to the
Bishop of Madras in Tinnevelly one June, in which

some Native Christians thanked His Lordship for

deigning to visit them ‘“in this hell of a hot weather.”

Russellkonda showed a larger proportion of ema-
ciated people than any place we had hitherto visited.
A muster of the population showed many of them
to be not only suffering from famine but also largely

from small-pox snd the inspeetion was very trying to

our senses of sight and smell.
The jailor here, an old artilleryman, has shot over
100 bears, with which the neighbourhood abounds,
By this time we were all more or less knocked up
with the heat and exposure, the Giovernor getting a
rather bad attack of malarial fever and the Collector

6L
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suffering slightly from sunstroke, so we spent two
days more in Mr. Minchin’s luxurious house at Aska,
recruiting, arranging statistics, and discussing with
the local officers the measures of relief to be adopted.
The people we found were beginning to sell their
jewels, which is always a bad #ign, and some gold
necklaces and metal bracelets, both of wonderfully
original and graceful design, were purchased by us.

From Aska we went to Pattupur, the centre of the
most severe distress. Mz, Carr, who is in charge here,
has just started a relief-kitchen where 100 poor little
starvelings of children are fed twice a day. But he
is met by a curious difficulty. Little tin plates were
made on which the food, consisting of rice and curry,
is served. Brahmins are employed to cook the meals,
otherwise they would not be eaten, but so strong are
caste prejudices that the cooks will not wash the plates
oft which the children have eaten, and the children
will not again eat off the plates if they are washed by
persons of inferior caste. The remedy is either to
give each child a plate of its own, which it can keep
and wash, or else to provide the ordinary leaf plates of
the country, which are thrown away after every meal.

Another instance of the strength of caste feeling
was that of some emaciated Brahmin children who
were looking hungrily on while the food was being
distributed ; they were asked to sit down and partake,
but they shook their heads and said ““mno, we are
Brahmins and cannot eat in public.”

A deputation from the brother of a neighbouring
Zamindar brought a dead spotted deer and sambur as
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presents. We had seen him on the road in the
morning holding in his hands, as we passed, a large

vase of burning camphor, which is the offering they

make to their gods.
A number of Khonds from the neighbouring hillg

were also on view. Their arrows are most formidable-

looking weapons, but we were assured they seldom
manage to hit anything at a distance beyond 20 yards.

About 8 o’clock in the eyening a noisy blowing of
trumpets announced the arrival, to pay his respects to
the Governor, of the Peddakimidi Zamindar, one of the
large landed proprietors of the neighbourhood. He is
a most truculent individual and gives the local officers
a great deal of trouble. He had been warned to come
in the afterncon and his late appearance was a piece of
swagger, so he was not received. This is the éentle-
man who, not long since, when received by a high
official, ostentatiously washed his hands and feet
immediately after the interview in order to purify
himself. However, he is a religious devotee, which
may account for his bad manners. He is said to have
performed the rite of the million rose-leaves which
consists in scattering one million roses petal by petal
on to the shrine of his favourite god. The number of
roses is probably somewhat exaggerated but he went
on scattering petals for three days and so became a
very holy man.

Coming into Ichapur the next morning after a
80-mile drive we were met by a Police Inspector on a
white pony who gallantly showed the way through
the town. His devotion to duty was great, but he

S
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was evidently no equestrian. The pace alarmed him,
and we saw his attendant run up behind, and catch
and keep hold of the pony’s tail to prevent its going
too fast! Thus quaintly led we arrived at our halting
place, once a mess-house, in the days when we were
fighting with the Mahrattas for the possession of the
district, but now a travellers’ bungalow.

Our elephants, of which we had three or four
travelling with us, brought in our camp in good time.
These animals are kept for use by the District Officers
when travelling in the hills.

The meaning of Ichapur is ¢ city of delight,”
but we scarcely found it to be such. The Governor
had a return of fever, the Doctor was also ill and the
heat was great.

However, we were all cheered in the evening by
the receipt of a telegram from the Secretary of State
to the following effect :—¢¢ Balmoral, 13th June. The
Queen-Empress of India appreciates your endeavours
to alleviate the distress in Ganjam and desires that no
efforts may be spared. Her Majesty deeply sympa-
thises with the sufferings of her people in that district.”
The Governor at once ordered the translation of this
into Telugu and Uriya, which are the two vernaculars
of the district, and copies to be sent to every village.

At Kanshili, the next morning, we were met with
the usual deputation and address and by the Zamindar
of Parlakimidi, resplendent in blue velvet and gold
and adorned with a most elaborate pearl neeklace.
He is the best of the Zamindars we have met, having
had a good English edueation under a eompetent tutor.
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~ The address thanked the Governor for coming
among the people ¢ at a time when a dreadful pesti-
lence and a painful famine struggle for supremacy, the )
former confining a great majority of the people to
their houses, and the latter driving them out in search
of food. We hope that Your Excellency’s auspici-
ous tour would soon expel these contending tyrants
from us” !

Another address said: It is not necessary for
me to borrow Gargantua s mouth to express my grati-
tude ”’ &ec. !

Next morning we drove 8 miles to the port of
Baruva, where the British India Company’s steamer
Booldana had been ordered to meet us. We had sent
all our luggage on in advance expecting to go straight
on board, and it was an unpleasant surprise when we
arrived at the seashore to find no steamer there.
Various were the conjectures, but after an hour’s
waiting she hove in sight having overshot the port, if
a piece of hare sand with a flag-staff on it can be so
called. Thousands of natives from the neighbouring
villages lined the beach to see the Governor embark.
The surf was high, but after waiting ten minutes for
a lull, amid frantic shouts and yells, we passed through
it with nothing more than a splashing. As the boat
started all the people on the beach put up their hands
in the attitude of prayer, invoking the protection of
the goddess of the waters. By 11 AmM. we were
steaming south to Madras, and though rather battered, *
worn, and dilapidated, both as to ourselves and our
belongings, by our fortnight’s touring, we congratu-
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lated ourselves that, in spite of the heat and the
cholera, we had no casualty to record.

The Governor’s visit was no doubt peculiarly well
timed, and the relief measures he ordered will be the
means of saving many poor people from the most
lingering and dreadful of all deaths. The result of

. elaborate examinations made by the Medical Officer
who accompanied us was that 5 per cent. of the popu-
lation are in a state of dangerous emaciation, and
the best estimate of the District Officers was that,
even if the monsoon is good, 12,000 people will have
to be employed on Professional Agency works, 8,000
on Civil Agency works, while not less than 30,000
will have either to receive money doles or be fed in
relief-kitchens until the mew crop is harvested in
November or December. If the monsoon fails 100,000
people will probably have to be relieved, and the
resources of private trade in an inaccessible distriet
like Ganjam will be severely taxed to cope with the
crisis. The district is not only ome of the most
populous but also one of the most fertile in the Madras
Presidency, but it is deficient in irrigation works, and
the rice cultivation on which the large majority of
the people rely for food is therefore mainly dependent
on the quantity and seasonableness of the periodic
rains. In most other districts similarly circumstanced
the various kinds of millets, which require no irriga-
tion and far less rain than the rice crop, are largely
grown, but the explanation of the preference for rice

s oultivation in Ganjam is that if it is successful the
outturn is double in quantity and ftreble in value of

the corresponding millet crop.
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The real preventive of famine in Ganjam, as else-
where, lies in the improvement of communications.
A glance at a railway map of India will show a great
blank in this corner of the Eastern ceast of the peninsula
and a * railway project is now before Government for
the construction of a line from Bezvada, in the Kistna
delta, where two lines now terminate ¢ in the air,”
so to speak, through the rich Goddvari and Vizag-
apatam districts, to pass through Ganjam and on to
Orissa, there to join a line that is to be run to the
sacred shrine of Juggernath at Pooree from the Bengal
gystem of railways. There can be little doubt that
such a line would be remunerative, and no doubt that
it would be the salvation of the Ganjam distriet from
fature scarcities and would speedily place it abreast of
the most flourishing portions of the Madras Presidency-
It was satisfactory to learn by a telegram from the
Viceroy before we left the district that the necessary
funds for the survey of this line would be sanctioned.

We had a stormy voyage back to Madras, which
we reached on the morning of the 19th June, and
after halting there for a day we arrived at Ootacamund

on the afternoon of the 21st.

TOURS IN INDIA. 1

# For an account of fhe ceremony of cutting the first sod of this rail-
way see Chapter XIIT,
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CHAPTER IX.
TANJORE AND SOUTH ARCOT.

By Mr. CLAUDE VINCENT.

Departure from Ootacantund—OQur party—Arrival at Trichinopoly—Mrd,
Shujat Ali—Municipal address—At Negapatam—Meaning of Negapas
tam—Visit to South Indian Railway workshops—Municipal address—

" Karikal—Its early history—Story of Yanam—Mottos—At Karikal—Af
Tranquebar—Mr. Ratnaswamy Nadar—Major Helmich's tomb—Bar-
thelom Ziegenbaig—Evening service—Representations of Last Supper—
Visit to Nagur—Return to Negapatam—Arrival at Kumbhakonam—
Meaning of name—Cauvery waters—Government college—Higher edu-
cation—Reception at Railway station—Native entettainment—Busy day
~—Town en fite—Hail, hero of Ganjam—Visits to institutions—* Young
India’s” manners—Mr. Seshaya Sastryar—Ceremony of weighing
against gold—Interesting picture—Sports at Kumbhakonam college—
—Exhibition of local manufactures—Caste girls’ school—Incident—
More addresses—Gambling in district—A story—Tank illuminations—
Departure—At Cuddalore—Its early history—Fort 8t. David—Ramsa
Raja—Tast India Company—Fall of Madras—Dupleix—Collector's
house—Olive’s attempt at suicide—French in Pondicherry—Victories of
peace—Addresses—Visit to Fort St. David—Arrival at Guindy Park.

Ox September 5th, 1889, the Governor left Ootaca-
mund, making a short tour through the Tanjore and
South Arcot distriets on his way to Madras. The
departure from Metapolliam was by the evening in-
stead of by the usual midday train so that Ootacamund
was not left till 4 e, A large gathering of officials
and others assembled on the slopes of the Government
House gardens to wish His Excellency good-bye.

The descent of the ghét in the light of the setting
sun was lovely in the extreme. It was the first day of
brilliant fine weather we had had after two or three
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months of monsoon, and as we drove down, the hills in
the distance stood out in sharp purple relief, while
below them the plains appeared covered with a deep
blue haze. The bright green foliage of the jungle,
above which towered steep masses of rugged rock,
formed a fitting foreground. :

We * dined at Metapolliam and were brought to
Erode in the middle of the night, sleeping there till
the early morning, when we changed into a special
train of the South Indian Railway, the engine of which
was gaily decorated with flowers and foliage. By
10 o'clock we were at Trichinopoly, where the
Governor was met by the residents, and at breakfast
we had the rare privilege of meeting a Mahomedan
lady who took part in the meal, and joined in the con-
versation in the most charming manner possible. She
was the wife of a Mr. Shujat Ali, one of the so-called
“Btatutory Civil Servants,” who is Head Assistant
Collector and Magistrate of the district. It was not
the first time His Excellency had had the pleasure of
meeting Mr. and Mrs. Shujat Ali as he was their guest
at Honawar last year (see 7th Tour). For Hindu
ladies to mix in European society is becoming a by no
means rare occurrence, but the rules of seclusion are
much stricter among the Mahomedans, from whom
indeed the Hindus probably took their ideas on the
subject, and it was an encouraging sign of the times
to meet with a lady who had had the necessary inde-

* His Excellency The Lord Connemara, ¢.C.1.E.
Mr. Claude Vincent, Acting Private Secretary, and Captain Williams,

A.D.C.
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~ pendence of character to break through a foolish tra-
dition. : 5

After breakfast the Governor received a municipal

address on the platform, a portion of which had been

railed off for the occasion and was rendered fragrant

and pretty by means of garlands of oleander flowers.

‘We halted at Tanjore for a few minutes and in the
evening arrived at Negapatam, where we were met by
a large crowd and a guard of honour of the South
Indian Railway Volunteers. The whole population
lined the streets as we drove to Mr. Crighton’s hospit-
able mansion, triumphal arches spanned the roadway
at frequent intervals, while school children sang Tamil
hymns and showered flowers upon us as we passed.

Negapatam, the meaning of which is *snake city,”
is one of the oldest towns on the east coast of India.
It is mentioned by a Chinese traveller of the 7th
century. It afterwards formed ome of the earliest
Portuguese settlements, was taken by the Dutch in
1660, and from the latter by the English in 1781. It
is now a flourishing port with a rising trade, and the
terminus of the South Indian Railway Company.

The next morning we were conducted by Mr.
Crighton over the railway workshops of which he is in
charge. It was a gala day and while the outside of
the shops was rendered gay with bunting, the severity
of the inside and of the many intricate machines there
in use was relieved by means of bright garlands. An
allegorical picture at the entrance, a production of loeal
talent, showed us the South Indian Railway in the
guise of an ostrich proudly marching ahead, while its
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rival, the Madras Railway, typified by a small bird,
was lagging hopelessly in the rear ! Wesaw the sights
usual on such occasions, masses of molten metal under
the steam hammer, &c., but these so unnerved one of
our native attendants that he fairly turned tail and
ran as if he had seen the fiend incarnate.

There was a municipal address and levée in the
afternoon, and in the evening the Governor inaugu-
rated a new Club for the Europedn residents.

The next morning we drove 20 miles to Tranquebar,
the “place of waves,” an old Danish settlement which
was granted to the Danes in 1620 by the then Raja of
Tanjore in consideration of an annual payment. It
was taken by the English in 1807, but restored to
Denmark in 1814 and remained in her possession till
1845 when it was bought by the East India Company -
for £120,000.

The road to it lay for some miles through the

- territory of Karikal, which is a small French settle-
ment, and so within the space of one morning we had
been over ground which may be said to epitomise, the
history of the conquest of the east coast of India,
ground which had formed the subject of rivalry,
friendly or hostile, between the leading colonising
nations of Europe, Portuguese, Dutch, Danes, French
and English. Of these, the two latter only now remain,
and while the one has spread its arms over the whole
country, the other is restricted to a few square miles
of territory, which it continues to hold more from a
feeling of amowr propre than from any possibility of

asefulness that the retention of them can serve.
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Besides Karikal and the large colony of Pondi-
cherry France has two other settlements in the Madras
Presidency even smaller than Karikal, Mahé and
Yanam. Of the latter an amusing story is related,
which is typical. A visitor was going round the place
with the ¢ Administrateur.” They came to a room
which was evidently intended for prisoners but which
was empty and the door of which was open. “You
are fortunate in having no prisoners,” said the visitor.
‘“Oh! indeed, we have,” replied the ¢ Administrateur,”
with his pride somewhat ruffled, *that is,” he added,
“we have one” “ Where is he ?” was the question.
“Well, you see,” was the reply, ‘it is hardly worth
while keeping up an establishment for the sake of one
prisoner, so we allow him to live where he likes on
condition that he reports himself on the first of every
month ! ”’

There was a marked contrast in the condition of
the road over which we drove in its English and
French portions, the latter being sadly in need of
repair, but the town of Karikal was bright and clean
enough, and the house of the “ Administrateur,” with
the Tricolor flying over it, situated in a small ¢ place,”
looked very comfortable and smart, and the whole
place reminded one of a French provincial town. It
was eurious to read over the shops in this out-of-the-
way corner the familiar signs of ‘“debit de tabac,”
“galle des ventes,” &e.

Tranquebar, after its purchase from the Danes,
was constituted the head-quarters of the Tanjore dis-
trict, but with the location of the railway terminus at
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Negapatam its importance declined, the head-quarters
were transferred to Tanjore in 1860, and it is now
falling into decay. The town is still surrounded by
its old wall which is in a fair state of preservation,
and the streets are laid out in the European fashion
with the houses side by side and without verandahs,
which must make them very hot. The house we
stayed in was, however, a very fine one, close to the
sea, and beautifully cool. It was the old Government
House but now belongs to a Mr. Ratnaswami Nadar,
a large “abkdri” contractor, and one of the richest
and most influential men in this rich and proglesswe
district.

In the evening we visited the citadel which has
nothing remarkable to distinguish it. As a curious
link with the past we saw in one of the many grave-
yards the tomb of a Major Helmich of the Danish
army, whose son had visited the Governor in the after-
noon. This gentleman had been born in Tranquebar
and had served 47 years as a Civil Servant of the
British Crown in Western Australia where he had
risen. to be Postmaster-General and Superintendent of
Telegraphs. Retired now on a pension he had returned
to the scenes of his childhood and what changes he

must have observed.
Tranquebar has the reputation of having been the

first seat of the Protestant Missions in India, and in
one of the churches we visited we were shown a tomb
purporting to be that of the first Protestant Missionary.
Barthelom Ziegenbaig was the name inscribed thereon,
born in 1688 and who died in 1719. The church now
belongs to the Leipsic Lutheran Mission.
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In the evening we attended divine service in a
church which formerly belonged to a Danish Mission,
but is now in charge of the Society for the Propaga-
tion of the Gospel. The service was intoned by a
native clergyman. In the vestry of this church is a
representation of the Last Supper, not by Leonardo da
Vinci. It is carved out of wood, the figures being in
high relief and painted in bright red and blue and
green ; altogether the most extraordinary representa-
tion of the sacred feast it is possible to imagine.

The next morning we drove back to Negapatam,
stopping on the way at Nagur, a great Mahomedan
centre, where there is a fine mosque which is the
object of pious pilgrimage from all parts of India.

In the afternoon the train took us to Kumbhakonam
stopping at Tanjore. Kumbhakonam is a very ancient
town, the local tradition attributing its foundation to
a date immediately subsequent to that of the deluge.
Its name signifies the mouth (literally nose) of a
water-jar, and is justified by its position on the sacred
river Cauvery which irrigates in Tanjore district an
area of 800,000 acres of rice-land. Kumbhakonam is
the great Brahminical centre of Southern India, and as
such has necessarily become the centre also of the
modern ¢ High School” education which is in a large
measure & Brahmin monopoly. As an educational
residence the place has one decided advantage over all
other resorts of learning in the world. The waters of
the Cauvery at Kumbhakonam are said to be so re-
freshing that a student after the hardest day’s work
hag only to bathe in them to find the true elixir of
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life, and to have all his fatigue of mind or body com-
pletely washed away. ’

The Kumbhakonam College under the intelligent
management of Mr. Bilderbeck is a most flourishing
institution and sends up a number of successful candi-
dates for degrees at the examinations of the Madras
University. A number of High Schools are also in a
very prosperous condition and serve to furnish either
students for the College or candidates for the various
examinations that have to be passed to qualify for the
public service. The demand for higher education
among the Hindus, particularly among the Brahmins,
is exceedingly keen, and they show themselves to be
the most eager and apt of pupils. It is a misfortune,
however, that almost every youth who passes an
examination looks upon the Government service as the
goal of his ambition. The supply of educated material
is largely in excess of any possible demand Govern-
ment is likely to make upon it, and though this causes
a not unhealthy competition and a yvery high standard
of excellence in those who are selected, yet it results
in a feeling of dissatisfaction—active or passive, but
not seldom the former—in those who do not succeed
in getting into the Government servico. The learning
too is almost exclusively book-learning, the practical
application of the arts and sciences not flourishing,

partly owing to want of opportunity for instruction

and partly to a lack of inclination and aptitude on the

part of the young Hindus.
The Governor was met af the station by the usual

municipal deputation and address. The latter was,

however, unusual 1B this, that it merely offered a
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welcome and preferred no requests. After dinner we
were present at a native entertainment which termi-
nated unfortunately. A large temporary shed, the
inside of which was beautifully decorated, had been
put up for his reception, but sparks from a display of
fireworks outside set fire to the thatched roof and in
five minutes the structure was in ashes. Although
there was an immense crowd of people luckily no one
was injured.

The next day was a busy one and the Governor
had to make no less than five speeches. A reception
committee had organised the proceedings, the whole
town was “en féte)” and the principal points of
interest had been lavishly decorated. We were re-
minded of our last tour by the inseription ¢ Hail, hero
of Ganjam ” on one of the triumphal arches. The
Governor’s visit there in May and the benefits result-
ing therefrom have earned him the warm encomiums
of all sections of the community.

‘We began the day by visiting the two prineipal
Native High Schools, in each of which the Governor
gave some good advice to the students about their
behaviour towards their superiors and inferiors. There
have been numerous complaints of late that ° the
demeanour of Young India is sadly lacking in respeet,
but perhaps the fault lies not a little with the teaching
staff, boys in such matters being taught more readily
by example than by precept.

In one of the schools the Governor selected a boy
aged only 12 and told him to explain the 15th pro-
position of Book I of Euclid, which he did without
@ moment’s hesitation or a trace of shyness. We
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doubted whether an average English boy would have
been so ready.

We afterwards visited the house of the Native
Chairman of the Municipality, Mr. Thumbuswami
Mudelliar, and that of Dewan Bahadur Seshaya Shas-
tri, 0.8.1., now Dewan Regent of Puducotta, one of the
most accomplished and agreeable gentlemen it would
be possible to meet. He was formerly Minister to the
Maha Raja of Travancore and has in his house an
interesting reminiscence of that country in the shape
of a picture presented to him by the Maha Raja,
showing the latter seated in a scale being weighed
against gold. This is a ceremony which each succes-
sive Maha Raja of Travancore has to go through, the
gold being subsequently distributed to charitable
institutions. The painting is in oils by a native artist,
and is very well executed. Little pots of growing
vice are pictured before the Maha Raja as a sign of
plenty. The Dewan’s house realises the utmost desires
of an orthodox Brahmin in Southern India. Situated
in the holy town of Kumbhakonam and so placed on
the banks of the sacred Cauvery that a portion of it
is built on arches through which the river runs, the
happy owner has a pri\%ate bathing platform, and can
thus perform his ablutions and offer his prayers to
heaven within the seclusion of his own walls.

In the evening we drove to the Kumbhakonam
College where we saw the final heats of some athletie
sports in which great proficiency was digplayed. A
leading student in thanking His Excellency for presid-
ing, quoted Shakespeare in support of physica] eulture!

We had previously seen an interesting exhibition
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of local manufactures, especially the famous Tanjore
metal-ware and silk-weaving. A class of a caste girls’
school was also brought to the College in charge of
a Native Mistress who spoke English fluently, and
nothing could be prettier than the sight of these
children gaily got up with jewels and bright coloured
cloths. They showed great proficiency in drawing
and sang an English song in the most charming man-
ner posgible. But two of them aged about 12 were
shortly to go through their second marriage ceremony
and to leave the happy innocence of school-life while
scarcely yet more than infants.

Two more addresses were presented at the Town
Hall, one of which complained of the increase of
gambling. As regards this the Collector, Mr. Gibson,
told us a curious story. It seems that, in this dis-
trict, a mania for lotteries had developed, promoted by
shrewd merchants who thus obtained the money
wherewith to extend their trading operations. They
gave good prizes, but kept the capital in their hands
for a long time and so obtained the use of it and the
interest on it. The gambling spirit spread to the
schools and boys got up lotteries amongst themselves.
It was time for the authorities to interfere, but after
the Collector had taken steps to suppress the lotteries
he received a letter of remonstrance from a school-
master who took up the original ground that lotteries
encouraged habits of thrift, and compared them in this
respect to the Post Office Savings Bank very much to
the disadvantage of the latter !

We afterwards drove round a very fine bathing
tank, which was beautifully illuminated, and returned

TOURS IN INDIA.
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to our hospitable quarters almost smothered with the
} lovely flower garlands that are presented here on
State occasions in great profusion. We had had a
most interesting and instructive day.

The next morning we proceeded to Cuddalore,
“the town at the ‘junction of the rivers,” which is
the head-quarters of the South Arcot district and a
place intimately connected with the history of our
‘conquest of Southern India. For here was Fort St.
David which in August 1690 was sold by Ram Raja,
king of the Chenchi country, to the ¢ Right Honour-
able East India Company ” for the sum of 40,000
chuckrums and who generously promised  to assist
and defend you in the quiett and free possession there-
of from y® French and from all other European nations
and other.” On the fall of Madras in 1746, the
British Administration withdrew to Cuddalore, which
was soon afterwards twice unsuccessfully besieged by
the French under Dupleix. The head-quarters of the
Presidency remained here till 1752, when the Govern-
ment returned to Madras. In 17568, the French
occupied the town, and stormed and destroyed the
fort, but in 1760, after the battle of Wandiwash, the
British regained possession. In 1782 it again fell
into the hands of the French and their ally Tippu
Sultan, by whom the fortifications were sufficiently
renewed to enable it to withstand in the following
year a siege and several assaults. During the siege a
drawn battle was fought in the roadstead between the
French and English fleets. In 1785, Cuddalore was
formally restored to the British, and in 1801 it was
included in the cession of the Carnatic.
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Here too is the house, in which we stayed, wherein
Clive in 1749 made his famous attempt at suicide.
But the ancient military glory of Cuddalore has
departed. Traces of the famous fort still remain but
what is left is in ruins and though the place bears the
reputation of being a very pleasant ¢ up-country
station ” and though its residents are remarkable for
their sociability, there is nothing else that is note-
-worthy about it. Its inhabitants have no longer the
fear before their eyes of rival European mnations
spreading war over the land. Pondicherry is only 12
miles distant, but the French now find the pursuits of
peace more attractive than the toils of war and cross
the frontier rather in the hope of marrying the fairest
of our daughters than of making prigoners of the
" bravest of our men.

And so the addresses from municipalities to the
Governor in this place so rich in historical recollections
consisted merely of the usual prosaic requests as
regards water-supply, drainage and the provision of
the necessary funds. ¢ Ask that it may be given
you” is the sage motto of these intelligent and enter-
prising bodies.

In the evening we visited Fort 8t. David, charm-
ingly situated close to the sea and on the edge of a
backwater. We were shown an underground passage
lined with brick which used to pass all round the line
of defences.

A very hot night in the train brought us in to
Guindy Park, Madras, early on the morning of Sep-
tember 13th.

TOURS IN INDIA.
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on September 13th, and, after spending eight days at
Guindy Park, embarked for Calcutta on his way to
Simla, whither he had been invited by the Viceroy to
confer on several important public questions.

We * left Madrasat 6 .. on September 21st, 1889,
in the 8.8. Kapurthala of the British India Steam
Navigation Company, and arrived at the mouth of
the Hooghly, after a pleasant and uneventful voyage,
on the morning of September 24th.

Taking our pilot on board we went on as far as
Saugor, where the tide failed us and we had to anchor.
The afternoon was utilised in visiting the lighthouse
and telegraph station whence the arrival and depar-
ture of ships are notified to Calcutta. An extensive
view is obtained from the top of the lighthouse.
The island of Saugor consists of a close jungle which
gwarms with deer and pig, and the whole of the build-
ings are surrounded by a strong palisading to protect
them from the attacks of the tigers with which the
place used to be infested. Returning to our steamer
we found the surf rising, so we had to wade out to our
boat, and one of the party took an involuntary bath in
the water of thessacred Ganges.

The next morning we went on to Caleutta, and at
4 par. His Excellency landed, being received by Cap-
tain Currie, on behalf of the Licutenant-Governor, by
some of the Bengal officials and by a guard of honour

¢* Histxcellenay The Lord Connemare, G.C.LE.

Mr. Olaude Vincent, Acting Private Secretary.
The Visconnt Marsham and Captain Fowle, 21st Hussars, A.D.0s.
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of the 4th Bengal Infantry. We were not due at
Simla till October 5th, so the Governor took advantage
of the occasion to pay a visit to Darjeeling, and to
confer there with Sir Steuart Bayley, the Lieutenant-
Governor of Bengal. The proposed East Coast Rail-
way, now likely soon to become an accomplished fact,
and the distress in Ganjam and Orissa, which are
adjoining districts of the two provinces, formed topics
of common interest. -

On landing we drove straight to the railway station,
and by 8 o’clock the following morning, after a hot
night in the train, we were at Silliguri, whence starts
the remarkable little railway that runs up to Darjeel-
ing, ascending 7,000 feet in 50 miles.

It is on the 2-feet gauge, and the passenger
earriages are simply platforms on which are rows of
seats, with a covering overhead to protect one from the
sun and rain. '

The engines weigh from 10 to 15 tons and are very
powerful, dragging up a train of 15 or 16 carriages at
a good speed, the ruling gradient being about 1 in 28.
The inception and execution of this useful line are due
to Mr. Prestage, and it has proved a great financial
suecess, paying nearly 10 per cent. on its capital.
The line follows, for the most part, the old cart-road,

but various ingenious devieces, such as spirals and
reversing stations, have had to be resorted to in order

to get it over some of the more difficult portions.

Tt was a lovely day and we had beautiful glimpses
as we ascended of the plains below us and of the sur-
rounding hills. Sometimes the lime passes through
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what looks like an artificial avenue of forest-trees ;
sometimes it traverses dense jungle in which we see
growing huge tree-ferns and the broad leaves of the
wild plantain and calladium, while colour is given by
the purple clusters of the so-called Sikkim rose ; some-
times it skirts perilously near the edge of a sheer
precipice. .

As we neared Darjeeling there was a rift in the
usual evening mist, and we had a fine view of the
SNOWY ranges.

Sir Steuart Bayley was at the station to meet Lord
Connemara, and accompanied by a guard of mounted
volunteers we proceeded to The Shrubbery, the.pic-
turesque and charming residence of the Lieutenant-
Governor, at the gate of which was drawn up a guard
of honour from the European troops stationed at Dar-
jeeling. Several officials and the Maha Raja of Cooch
Behar were also present to welcome His Excellency.

The next day we were up early to get a view of .

the snows, which, if visible at all, are generally so in
the early morning before the sun has drawn the clouds
up out of the valleys. They are oftén invisible for
days and weeks together, but fortune favored us.
The morning sky was cloudless and Kangchenjinga—
“the five pinnacles or treasuries of snow "—stood
before us in silent majesty and matchless purity. The
highest peak is 28,156 feet high and is only distant
45 miles in a direct line from Darjeeling, but it is diffi-
cult to realise its enormous elevation, principally, no
doubt, because of the height from which it is viewed.
With a telescope we were easily able to see the precise
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formation of the range and to note the places from
which avalanches of the recently-fallen snow ‘had
thundered down. Observatory Hill, from which a
fine panoramic view of the whole of the semicircle of
mountains is obtained, is close by and we made the
ascent. This hill is locally sacred, and while there
we observed several hill people performing a curious
ceremony. Long strings of parti-coloured cloth are
sewn together and cut into jagged edges, each point
representing a prayer, and are then hung up on to
trees looking towards Lhasa, “the seat of the Gods,”
which is the Buddhist Mecca. Oblations of rice and
fruits are meanwhile offered.

In the afternoon we descended about 2,000 feet to
see the Tukwar Tea Estate, which, under the manage-
ment of Mr. Curtis, turns out about 800,000 Ibs.
annually of tea of a very fine quality, fetching a high
price in the London market. Everything was very
well-ordered and prosperous. On our way back we
were pointed out the local Mount Ararat, Tendong
by name, where, according to Buddhist tradition, hu-
manity was saved during the flood. Religions vary
in their developments, but the underlying traditions
are common to nearly all, and the last Mount Ararat
we had seen, was pointed out to us by a Persian
believer in the faith of Islam near the Caspian Sea.

At dinner that evening we had the pleasure of
meeting their Highnesses the Maha Raja and Maha
Rani of Cooch Behar.

The next day we ascended Senchal Hill, 1,600
feet above Darjeeling, where there used to be barracks
for the convalescents of European regiments. But the



mists and the rain made the place unhealthy and the
lack of occupation engendered depression of spirits, so
that fever and suicide became common, and the place
had to be abandoned. Now only the chimneys of the
barracks remain to mark their site, and these are
weather-beaten and moss-grown, and looked ghostly
through the mist in which we saw them. A mountain
battery of artillery, under the command of Major
Keith, R.A., was collected on the hill, and we were
shown some excellent mimic warfare with blank
cartridge. The guns are of the Armstrong pattern
and have a range of over 3,000 yards. They are so
constructed as to take to pieces readily and to pack on
to the backs of mules, and the unlimbering and
limbering up that we saw done did not occupy more
than two minutes. This battery has recently been
engaged on the Sikkim frontier expedition, the object
of which was to drive the Tibetians out of Sikkim,
which is a protected State. The Tibetians had prac-
_ tically occupied the hills, and trade was at a standstill.
The object of the expedition was accomplished after
one fight, and the Tibetians have retired behind
their own border, but it has been found necessary to
keep * some troops in Sikkim to prevent incursions,
and half a battalion of British Infantry, the Connaught
Rangers, besides native troops, are encamped 100
miles from Darjeeling in the wild hills.

¢ They waited there a long while for the advent of the Chinese Amban,
or ag the soldiers called him the Chinese Umpire. They were as facetious
as ever in spite of the cold, and were always gaying, ** Well we can’t find
this umpire, now we have come to sesk Yim.” J.D.R.

TOURS IN INDIA. ; g L
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We heard a characteristic story of this little war.
The Tibetians had announced themselves as prepared
to exterminate all the troops we were presumptuous
enough to send against them, and they built a strong
stone wall and awaited our attack. After a sharp
action, they had to retire in the utmost confusion.
Whereupon remarked a man of Sikkim to a captured
Tibetian : ““If you cannot stop the British when you
are behind such defences as that, what is the use of
your expecting to stop them anywhere ?

After luncheon we went up Tiger Hill, from
which on fine days Mount Everest, the highest point
in the world, is visible. But it was cloudy and we did
not see it. It is 854 feet higher than Kangchenjinga,
but owing to its distance its height appears less. -

. The next day was Sunday, and we.saw in the
church a tablet to the General Lloyd ‘who was the
founder of Darjeeling. The pulpit is *“ in memoriam ”’
to Lady Canning, who is buried at Barrackpore (see
Chapter 1V).

After service we went through the bazaar aceom-
panied by Mr. Paul, the Deputy Commissioner. It
was market-day and. the place was crowded with
Bhooteans and Lepchas, who are the local inhabitants,
and there were also many Tibetians. It was a busy
scene. They all had on their best and brightest
clothes, the women were gay with coin necklaces and
with silver ornaments covered with rough turquoises
or other stones, and many of them had on their wrist

" a curious bracelet cut out of shell, which would seem

to bear some sort of affinity to our marriage ring.
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The natives of Darjeeling are a pleasant good-
humoured set of people, fond of a joke and always
with a smile on their faces. They are not handsome
but many of them are almost as fair as Europeans and
have a high colour. Many of the younger women are
however passably good-looking.

We also visited the shop of a Mr. Paul Mowis,
who is a great collector of curios, and saw there some
fine weapons, some of the Buddhist praying wheels,
which, if turned in one direction yield prayers, and if
in the other curses, some wooden sundials in the form
of walking sticks, and a beautiful collection of local
butterflies and moths. Of these some had their wings
coloured exactlylike dead leaves. There is one swallow-
tailed butterfly found only here which is the rara avis
of collectors. A good female specimen of this is said
to be worth £20.

In the afternoon we visited a * Buddhist temple
and witnessed the queerest religious ceremony imag-
inable. The Governor was met by a procession of
priests, who presented him with a sacred scarf, and
then, preceded by drums and trumpets, we entered
the shrine. In the doorway was a huge praying
wheel which the local Buddhists engage a man to turn
at so much an hour, and thus offer up vicarious

* The temples here are very disappointing. On an altar not far from
Darjeeling two bottles containing flowers proved, on inspection, to bear labels
of Highland whiskey and Plymouth gin. It is a far cry from Sikkim to
Columbo, but in the large Buddhist temple near the latter town, one of the
altars is disfigured by pictures taken from the wrappings of English cotton
goods. Curiously enough, the paper, with more sense of propriety than was
possessed by the priests, was inscribed with the words, *“ Best Lama Twist.”

J.D.R.

|
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prayers. Three images of Buddha were behind glass
in the shrine, and the priests sat down in two rows
in front of these and repeatéd a prayer, the burden of
which was the mysterious Buddhist invocation :

“ Om mani padme hum.” ~ Oh Lord of the Jewol

and the lotus. .

There was a musical aceompamment -and the noise
caused by the trumpets, the cymbals, the shell horns
and other instruments was prodiéious.

On Monday morning, at 12 o’elock, we left Darjeel-
ing with the same ceremony that had attended His
Excellency’s arrival, but instead of going down the
ghat in the ordinary train, we went down on a trolly
under the charge of Mr. Cary, the General Manager
of the Railway Company. This enabled us to start an
hour and-a-half later than the other passengers and
catch them up at the foot of the hill. It is a novel
form of travelling; indeed, as one of the party observed,
it is worth while coming up to Darjeeling if only to
experience the sensation of going down on a trolly.
An engine took us up to the top of the slight ineline at
the bottom of which Darjeeling lies, and then, casting
us off, left us to descend by the force of gravity alone.
We started gently, but quickly gathering speed, we
went whizzing along round curves and past the-edges
of precipices af a breakneck pace. It is a form of
‘travelling that Tooks dangerous and' feels dangerous,
and the description of which sounds dangerous, but it

is undomably a most fascinating mode of progression,

and the trollies are so absolutely under control by

means of powerful breaks that there is really very little
EX
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risk about it. Accidents, however, do happen. Lady
Bayley and her daughter were thrown out recently
while going down, and a note on the trolly-pass which
was handed to us looked ominous as it told us that the
Company would not be responsible for any accident or
injury to passengers or their property. The speed in
descending averages 15 miles an hour, but it is often
more. We halted at Kurseong, a lovely spot, for lunch,
and finally about 5 p.ar, with a final race along a
straight piece, we joined the train, which had been
waiting for us at the foot.

The next morning we arrived in Calcutta, where
the Governor was the guest of Mr. Charles Moore.
In the afternoon, in the company of the Commissioner
of Police, he visited the opium-smoking dens, a grue-
some sight, but less harrowing perhaps than the sight
of the drunkenness in the slums of our own great cities.
Opium-smoking is a form of vice that is at least silent
and hidden away. In the evening we went on by the
mail train to Allahabad, where we arrived at 5 o’clock
on the afternoon of October 2nd, being received by
Mr. Justice Straight, with whom His Excellency stayed.
A guard of honour from the East Surrey regiment was
on the platform. Here Mr. Rees, who had been to
England on leave, rejoined His Excellency, and I
handed over charge of my duties to him.



L,

TOURS IN INDIA. 219

‘While-staying at Allahabad, where Mr. Vincent to
our regret left us; ‘we visited the fort. There is
indeed but little else to see, except the junction of the
Ganges and the Jumna, at once the glory of the city
and its raison d’ére. It was extremely hot here, and
the house had to be closed, and the day spent in
darkened rooms. Our kind host, Mr. Justice Straight,
assured us, however, that the heat was exceptional for
this time of the year. I remember being told the
same thing, when I was at Allahabad before.

Next day we went by train to Agra, to halt the

-night and see the Taj Mahal by moonlight. The fort
and Akbar’s tomb at Secundra were also visited in the
course of a busy day. The Taj has been too often
described to justify any attempt to describe its beauties
in this narrative. The last and by no means the least
beautiful description of its moonlit glories appearé'd‘ _
80 lately as last May in the Ninefeenth Century, from
the pen of Lady Jersey, one of the most observant of
recent travellers in India. To those who ‘haye not
seen it in its moon-silvered aspect, I would say" they
have by no. ‘means: tasted of .the fulness of its glories.

After travelling a}llr night, and all day, we reached
Umballa on the evening of the 5th of October, the
snows of the lower Himalayas becoming visible about
Saharunpore. - At Umballa Colonel Cook entertained
us on behalf of General Galbraith, the General com-
manding the station, who recently commanded a
brigade in the Black Mountain expedition.

Another night's travelling—this time in a dék
gharry, or posting carviage,—brought us to Kalka, at
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the foot of the ascent to Simla. Only one of the party
succeeded in sleeping, and a continuance of hot days
and sleepless nights made the prospect of Simla more
than ever agreeable. The road is, however, white,
glaring, and dusty, and the scenery not particularly
fine. Himalayan trees, extremely like Scotch firs, -
sparsely dot-the hillsides, and as the road winds along
its gradual ascent you look down into great valleys,
terraced into Lilliputian rice-fields. Sonawar and
Dagshai, each perched on its respective hill being left
behind, we found breakfast at Solon, and at 2 o’clock
arrived at Simla.
The new Viceregal Lodge is built on the top of one
of the highest hills, and is approached through a
wooden gateway of a Buddhistic appearance which is
heightened by the presence of a guard of Mongol-faced
Goorkhas. The gate is of wood on a small, what those
of Pekin are, of stone on a large, scale. The guards
naturally salute in the usual military style, but the
Buddhists have among them some curious fashions
of salutation, and at Darjeeling, at a Lama Serai the
g Governor visited, the priests welcomed him by putting
out their tongues, and wagging their heads. So do
the little toy-chinamen whose heads when pushed
continue to wag with hanging tongues for several
minutes. Thus what we take for a humorous cari-
cature of the celestial, may be a faithful picture of his

TOURS IN INDIA.

priest.
On the morning of the 9th October, the Governor
accompanied the Viceroy, the Commander-in-Chief,

and the Military Member of Council, (General Chesney,
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to watch the operations of the Jutogh mountain battery,
which is stationed on the top of the next hill to that
on which the Viceregal Lodge is situated. At a point
where two narrow hill-roads meet, the battery passed
by in such review order as the path and the hillside
permitted. Seven-pounder screw-guns were packed on
the mules’ backs, and the carriages, and the wheels
and ammunition, and all the belongings of the battery.
The mules were of an average size and admirably
groomed. Behind the battery marched a company of
the Wiltshire regiment. After passing the saluting
point, where the Viceroy, Governor and Commander-
in-Chief were stationed, the battery marched down a
precipitous hillside, to a point where the guns were
put together in an incredibly short time. ' Soon after-
wards they commenced firing at screens placed at a
distance of 850 yards, solid ball and shrapnel. The
latter bursting in the air precipitate a shower of bullets,
while the base of the shell travels on to the target,
which, in this praectice, is very generally hit. Mean-
“while, the company of the Wiltshire regiment formed
a covering party to protect the battery while being
worked. Subsequently, two batteries played from
another point upon-different targets, and most excel-
lent practice was made throughout the day.

The afternoon was left vacant for work, and walks
about the hills, through the deodars, rhododendrons,
and Himalayan oaks. From ¢ Prospect Hill” an
admirable view of the country around Simla can be
obtained, taking in the snowy mountains and exhibit-
ing the ridge, on either side of which the waters of the
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Sutlej and the Jumna collect and flow down towards
the plains. The country had a dried and burnt-up
appearance, and there was little colour but for patches
of amaranth here and there on the terraces of the hill-
sides.

Simla, unlike many of the hill stations in India,
contains no native population apart from that which is
accessory to the Europeans living there, and dependent
upon them, for its occupation and maintenance. At
this time of the year, when the most distant hills show
but little snow upon their summits, it is hard to realize
that for many months the roads in the station are
almost closed with snowdrift, and that snow lingers,
as I have seen it, on the Mall till April.

At the top of the hill on which the targets were
placed, but well out of range, is a little temple where
a Fakir dwells surrounded by rhododendrons and
kerosine oil tins. The latter, long since a prominent
feature of urban India, promise to make themselves
felt in the landscape also. At Quetta we found a
soldiers’ bath and a school-house spire constructed
from these ubiquitous and useful articles.

During the days at Simla the Governor was busily
occupied in interviewing the Members of Council and
other high officers concerning matters affecting the
interests direct or indirect of the Madras Presidency.

Early on the morning of Baturday the 12th, after
enjoying the charming and genial hospitality of the
Viceregal Lodge for five days, we left Simla, and by
1-30 p.m. had reached the foot of the ghéts after a
drive of 58 miles, the greater part of which the horses
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galloped, taking the corners and sharp turns of the .
winding hill-road in the most marvellous manner. On
the way we passed the mail cart, which delivered a
bag of letters and offered others belonging to people
who were expected to journey down that day—with
such perfection are our postal arrangements made in
India. After a brief halt we drove 38 more miles,
travelling some way alongside the embankment, which
is destined to carry the train, to Kalka from Delhi and
Umballa, which we had good reason to wish had been
already completed. There was very little water in the
two rivers we passed, and the broad straight canton-
ment roads of Umballa were covered, to the depth of
perhaps an inch, with fine white dust, which penetrates
everything and everywhere.

Next morning at 6-30 a.m. we arrived at Lahore,
early enough for a morning walk before church. The
air was crisp and cool till the sun was high, and the
architecture of the houses, European and native, is
adapted as much to cold as to heat, both of which
indeed the inhabitants of Lahore experience.

The railway station here resembles in appearance
one of the forts of the country, and is in fact a forti-
fied position itself,"as are most of the stations on the
line where it approaches the frontier. We drove from
the station to the Lieutenant-Giovernor's house in a
char-a-bane drawn by four camels, on each one of
which was seated a driver clothed in scarlet and wear-
ing a cloth of gold head-dress.

Sir James Lyall’s house, at which we had the great
pleasure to stay, has been built around the tomb of a
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wrestler, who, however, after building it, elected to be
buried elsewhere. The area covered by the dome is
now the dining-room, and a very admirable dining-
room it makes. Arches around it serve as recesses for
side-boards and the like, and through slits in the dome
the room is provided with that dim light which is so
grateful in the tropics to the tired eye.

The cathedral is a large red-brick structure, in
which the officiating clergyman is almost isolated from
his congregation. In front of it is a very beautiful
new building for the High Court, in the Saracenic
style, which harmonises admirably with the ancient
buildings, history, and atmosphere of Lahore. Of
course the Governor visited the Mayo Hall, a very
handsome and spacious edifice erected to the memory
of his brother, Lord Mayo. :

In the afternoon we rode and drove to Shalimar,
a walled garden thickly planted with mango trees and
divided into compartments by long reservoirs. In the
centre is a pillared marble kiosk, from which on one
side descends a screen of white marble ornamented
with black lines. Down this the water ripples into a
pond below, whence it falls into another reservoir,
Jeading to the extremity of the garden. Outside all
is glare and dust; within all is green foliage, white
marble, ool reservoir, and rippling cascade,

Next morning we visited the fort. The Governor
and Lady Lyall drove; Lord Marsham, Captain Fowle
and T rode on camels. Hach camel carried besides its
vider one of the Lieutenant-Governor’s red chuprassis.
The reins in camel-riding have to be rested on the top
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of the camel’s head and kept between the beast’s ears,
as every camel is a star-gazer and holds his head up
pointing towards the sky. My off rein came away
from the bit, but my companion on board the camel
said it did not matter; nor did it apparently™—which
showed how little my steering effected. Wherever
the leader goes the other camels follow. Their
favourite game is “follow my leader.” The streets of
Lahore are marrow, the houses are almost invariably
three or four or even moré stories high; the ground-
floor is generally a shop; in the next floor are bow .
windows projecting from the facade of the house and
resting perhaps on peacock buttresses. The fronts of
the houses are in general profusely painted and orna-
mented. As you sit on your camel you are on a level
with the occupant, who is very probably looking at
you as you go by from the first-floor window. Sikhs
and Muhammadans alike are very fair here. Many of
the mosques and gateways are ornamented in Persian
fashion with blue tiles inscribed with texts from the
Koran. )

The great mosque is approached by a huge paved
courtyard surrounded by a red sandstone wall. The
minarets at each corner of the quadrangle and the
mosque itself are built of the same material, on which,
in the case of the latter, are worked white marble
flowers and traceries. The whole is erowned by three
white marble domes, on the summit of each of which
is a little golden pinnacle. The effect of the red sand-
stone and the white marble relieved by nothing but
green trees within the square is very simple, and I

EF
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hink very impressive. The wings of the jay supplied
the only other bit of colour, and the crescent moon
just visible in the daylight looked down upon its not
unworthy temple. The mosque is, however, generally
out of favour, because, among other reasons, it was
built by Aurangzeeb out of the estate of his murdered
brother Dara.

Close by is the tomb of Runjeet Singh. On it are
eleven knobs of marble, each one representing one of
the Maha Raja’s ‘wives, who committed suttee and
burnt themselves with their deceased lord. Two more
knobs are in memory of two pigeons from the neigh-
bouring fort, who also immolated themselves in his
honour. The knobs which represent the queens are
crowned, while plain knobs record the sacrifices of
equally devoted, but less legal wives. Here also is a
copy of the Sikh Bible, which is illuminated like a
mediseval Missal.

Within the fort is a very interesting armoury con-
taining weapons, armour and ammunition taken from
the Sikhs. Herein you see little crowsfeet, which,
thrown upon the ground, lame the horses of cavalry,
ponderous battle-axes, murderous maces, and a flail
called ¢ the morning star,” a kind of whip, all, handle, -
lash and terminal kmot alike, of iron. There were
cuirasses from France, steel shields exhibiting the rays
of the sun, mosquitoons or bell-mouthed pistols called
“tigers’ whelps,” and swords, guns and daggers of
every kind and description. The armoury is situated
in the Durbar Hall, a corner of the fort whence,
through ivory latticed windows, you may, as Runjeet
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Singh did, view the country around. There is a
curious little hall in this quadrangle, the marble roof
of which is shaped like an inverted boat. In the
interior it is entirely lined with bits of glass like the
well-known hall in the palace at Amber. In the
armoury we also saw the uniforms of Runjeet’s soldiers
and the flags his standard bearers carried into action,
on some of which are figures of the Hindu god Hanu-
man, “the pearl of quadrumanous creatures.”

On the evening of Monday, the 14th, we left
Lahore and travelled 270 miles in the night, crossing
the Sutlej at 7 o’clock in the morning at Adamwahan,
whenee till nightfall we journeyed through a sandy
and level plain, covered with the ¢ ferash ”’ tree, which
much resembles a stunted casuarina. Tall grasses,
acacias and euphorbias relieved the dull monotony of the
plain. Wherever water was available it was apparent
that the soil, in spite of its forbidding appearance,
amply repaid cultivation. Most of the stations along
the line were built in the Saracenic style, with flat
roofs and domes. This resulted not only from the

. possession of taste, but from the absence of wood, on
the part of the builders. The names of the stations
were tastefully worked in blue letters on glazed tiles,
Mooltan, which we passed in the night, being famous

for this kind of work.
Just at sunset we came to Rohri, on the eastern bank

_ of the Indus, and crossed the river by the new Lans-
downe bridge. Sir Richard Temple has just described
this as a “mighty work.” On the eastern bank, and

on the island of Bukkur are constructed two enormous
[ 3
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; cantilevers, each of which is 310 feet long, and their

egtremities are connected by a central girder resting
on them, 200 feet in length. The whole makes one
span of 820 feet, which is understood to be the*
longest in the world, other than spans effected by sus-
pension bridges. The weight of the bridge is 3,300
tons, and in a mean temperature of 100° the iron
contracts and expands to such an extent that the
noses of the cantilevers rise and fall 6 inches from
the effects of temperature. This very successful and
remarkable engineering work cost Rs. 38,22,000,
including the ordinary girder bridge by which the
island of Bukkur is connected with the western or
Sukkur bank of the river.

The Indus here pierces a low spur of limestone
hills, of which the high ground of Rohri and Sukkur,
and the island of Bukkur are portions. It is the most
beautiful as well as the most practicable spot for
bridging the great river. The houses on either bank
tower tier above tier from water-level to hill-top. The
island is fairly well wooded and possesses a fortress
and a shrine, and as you cross on the great iron road-
way you see the lights twinkling in the shrine on
Sadh Bela further down stream. In twilight, at any
rate, the scene is one of considerable beauty, and in
the ‘glare of day and in the blinding sunlight it is
sufficiently striking. The advance which has been
made in eommunications in this portion of the world
is very much brought home to a traveller, who, like

* This was written before the Forth bridge was opened.
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myself, not many years ago crossed the Indus here in
a ferry boat.

From Sukkur we travelled all night in the train
awaking 180 miles further on, amongst the frontier
hills at a distance of about 670 miles from Lahore.
The first thing that strikes you here is that it is very
apparent that the railway you are travelling on was
not constructed for commercial purposes. It passes
through a succession of bare and rocky hills between
which are valleys of all sizes. Here you understand
how it is that amongst the Arabs, a valley and a river
are accounted one and the same thing, for many of
these little valleys have to be bridged from side to
side. Sometimes you pass through a tunnel into a
little defile, cross it on a bridge, and find another
tunnel on the other side, after passing through which
you curve around the inside of a second.and a larger
valley, in the middle of which another watercourse
has to be bridged. Ocecasional tufts of coarse grass,
euphorbias, tamarisks, acacias and camel-thorn make
up the vegetation ; camels, mules, goats, and the ubi-
quitous pariah dog are the only animals seen. ,

At the stations, which are pretty frequent—387 in
805 miles—the employés are mostly men from the
plains below, but occasionally you see the Beloochee
whose handsome Hebraic cast of face, with ample
curling jet-black beard, would attract attention any-
where as a meodel of its own type of beauty. He
wears a large twisted turban of more or less white
linen, and a loose white robe of the same material,

At Sukkur it was impossible to help contrasting
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civilization and uncivilization, to the disadvantage of
the former, in respect of costume. The Sindhis, with
their close-fitting buttoned tunie, broadecloth trowsers
and polished leather boots crowned the hideousness of
their attire by the national hat, which is exactly like
the black silk hat we wear in London, except ‘that its
brim is at the top instead of at the bottom. The usual
three-legged station dog was amongst the occupants of
every platform. Most Indian stations of any import-
ance possess a dog which has lost one leg in a railway
accident and so has established a claim on railway
travellers for the rest of its life.

The Sind-Pishin line has taken a great deal of
engineering, and now that it has been completed a
notice on the back of the Railway Guide informs
travellers that the Railway Administration ¢ will not
accept responsibility for injury to any passenger or for
loss of or injury to any kind of traffic to a greater
extent than Rs. 1,000,” say, £100, though they are
unfortunately by no means one and the same thing.

The railway ascends from the plaing through the
Chappar rift, a cleft in the limestone range, to the
Hurnai pass. Bostan is the junction whence the line
takes off for Kilah Abdulla and the Khojak pass in
the Khwaja Amran mountains, which are visible from
the station. Near the station is a little orchard, from
which presumably it takes its name, though Lord
Marsham and Captain Fowle at once named it Boston
junction, and would hear of no less commonplace
derivation. The presence of apple, nectarine, peach
and other fruit trees, the erisp coolness of the air, and
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a corresponding elevation of the spirits,—all evidence
the fact that India is left behind, and that we are
now in Central Asia. After passing through parts of
Sind and Beloochistan, we have travelled across the
Pishin district, ceded to the British by Afghanistan
in 1879, and again entered Khelat territory at Quetta
at 7 o’clock’ on the evening of the 16th October, after
a journey of nearly 800 miles from Lahore.

On the 17th the Governor, accompanied by Gene-
ral Sir George White and Sir Robert Sandeman,
visited the fort of Quetta, from the ramparts of which
we saw in one direction the Bolan, and in another the
Amran mountains and the Khojak pass. Below us
lay the bazaars and barracks, and the public and
private buildings of Quetta embosomed among apricot,
poplar, mulberry and willow trees.

In the morning a visit was paid to the market,
where excellent grapes from Cabul, peaches, pome-
granates, apples, and many other fruits were exposed
for sale, also to a mill, where an enterprising Parsi
makes flour with the latest and most approved machin-
ery. This gentleman has also discovered a eoal-mine,
or rather is opening a hitherto unworked coal-mine
not far from Quetta, the existence of which has long
been known to the authorities. That morning I asked
an intelligent acquaintance I had made for his views
on the frontier. He said they were not at all good.
On which T said I thought that he had better let me
judge of that, whereon he replied that he would sell
me his views. I subsequently discovered that he

referred to photographs.
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At the Durbar held in the evening were present
representatives of the Duranis, Popalzais, Barukzais,
and others. Most of these gentlemen were of tall
stature and possessed fair faces of a Jewish cast, long
black hair and curly Ninivesque beards. They wore
fur robes and ample turbans; and most of them gave
a friendly look at Sir Robert Sandeman as they got
up in turns to bow to the Governor. One of them
had a red beard dyed with henna Persian fashion.
He was a refugee from Cabul and a follower of Shere
Ali. Some of them had their beards divided into two

 long sausage curls, which trailed down their chests in
front. All sat down on their knees on the carpet,
while we sat on chairs. Sir Robert Sandeman encour=
ages trade in this frontier district by giving the leading
merchants a seat in Durbar. Hence_the presence of
the Hindu and ubiquitous Parsi. The Governor, after
each gentleman had been presented to him, made a
short speech, saying that he was glad to make their
acquaintance and that he came there as a private
individual to see their country. As the representative
of the Queen in Southern India, he wished, however,
to say that he was very glad to find that merchants
from this country came as far south as Cape Comorin,
to sell horses, fruits, and other articles of merchandise-
He said that those who came south to trade, must go
back reporting how peaceful and prosperous Southern
India was; and he was quite certain that his hearers
appreciated such peace, which always resulted from
the supremacy of the British, and now characterised
these districts so lately given over to riot and rapine
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His Excellency doubtless did not think this the
occasion to say that, besides the bond fide trader, other
Afghans and Beloochees come south, whose appearance
in a Hindu village causes much the same panic among
{ the people, as the arrival of a handful of Arabs does
{ among the inhabitants of the east coast of Africa.
! Sirdar Asad Khan replied on behalf of the Sirdars,
: thanking the Governor for his kindly sentiments. He
‘ said that in the last 14 years he and his brother
Sirdars had had ample opportunities of appreciating
the benefits of British rule.

On Friday morning we went by train to Baleli,
where General White, and other officers of the Royal
Engineers and Royal Artillery, took us to inspect the
fortifications around Quetta. His Excellency and the
General rode horses, but most of us were mounted
on very good mules, who never made mistakes in the
difficult, stony passes and precipitous hillsides. The
horses of the cavalry escort carried their nosebags on

. the near side of the saddle, while on the off side hung
nets containing forage, so packed as to exactly resemble
“fenders,” board ship. All along the road were
strings of camels on their way to Kandahar, some
laden and some empty, the latter with their noses
turned up and their heads in the air, following one
another in Indian file. The camel-riders were mostly
clad in sheepskins. After passing Boston junction,
the plain is covered with low limestone hummocks,
resembling more or less pitched tents. Been from a
little distance a group of them has quite the appear-
ance of a camp. To me it seemed very picturesque,

; GG
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but I dare say many would say, as Sir Charles Napiet
did, when the country was called picturesque in his
hearing, that it was undoubtedly the place where God
shot the rubbish when he made the world.

After Boston comes Gulistan. In some places in
America you can see that the names of the stations
along the railway have been taken as they came in a
page of the Classical Dictionary, and here it would
geem ag if the best known works of Persian literature
had supplied the railway nomenclature. Gulistan, the
rose garden, is an arid plain covered with camel-thorn,
but Boston, the flower garden, does boast of one
orchard.

At Kilah Abdulla, the last station to which the
line is so far open, at a distance of 59 miles from
Quetta, the boundaries of Afghanistan and British
Pishin march and a survey is now being made here.
I asked the surveyor whether the natives did not
misunderstand the purpose of his theodolite and his
flag. He said they did, and that one idea they have
of the theodolite is that it photographs like a camera,
and that pictures are taken, as by “Yhe camera upside
down. More than this, they think a person using the
theodolite can see through the walls of houses, ‘with
the appalling result that the ladies of their families
are photographed by the infidel standing on their
heads. Consequently, the surveyor is highly unpo-
pular, and is apt to be shot at, A frontier surveyor’s
existence ig interesting and unconventional. There
was a question just then as to the strength of the guard
whigch should accompany the surveyor, who, however,
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was prepared to go without any, and having killed
two bears in a hand-to-hand fight, was ready to meet
any number of Afghans.

From Kilah Abdulla the line ascends about 1,000
feet to a point whence a tunnel is being pierced
through the Khwaja Amran range. We halted the
night at the eastern extremity of the tunnel, where we
were the guests of Colonel Paterson and the officers of
the 23rd Pioneers, and in the niorning rode up the hill-
side passing the first shaft and up to the summit of the
Khojak pass, whence Kandahar, at a distance of 60
miles, would be visible, but that it lies between ranges
of low hills rising out of a sea of red sand in the plain
below. We rode from choice, but for the purpose of
construction and for the transport of material from-the
eastern to the western side of the tunmnel, a tramway
leads from the first to the second shaft, and from the
second shaft a funicular railway ascends to the top of
the range, whence a level line runs along the top of
the pass to another funmicular, down which plant is
passed to the western extremity of the tunnel. :

We had some conversation with one of the miners,
who had come on from the Severn tunnel. TLord
Connemara asked him how he got his work done, and
he said he had formerly been obliged now and again
to use his revolver, but that at present he was getting
on very well. Asked whether Punjaubis or Pathans
were the best workmen, he summed up their respective
merits briefly, simply and effectively, by remarking
that ¢ Punchaps are good chaps, but Pattuns are
badduns.”
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In the tent at Shalibagh, on the eastern side of the
Khojak, the thermometer registered 48° and when we
awoke in the morning it was freezing outside and little
icicles were hanging on the railway carriages. The
mess-house tent was kept very warm by a huge pan
filled with burning charcoal.

From the top of the Khojak we looked down upon
Old Chaman and the New Chaman. At the latter
place only a few days before our visit a Pathan came
to see one of the contractors of the railway works,
alleging that he was owed Rs. 30 for some work he
had done a year before. The contractor referred him
to the local authority, whereon he, knowing nothing
of, and caring nothing for, the local authority, went
away disappointed, and shortly afterwards met a mule-
driver belonging to the works riding one mule and
leading another. It entered into his head that he
would take this mule in satisfaction of his debt. 8o
he fired his revolver at the muleteer, who fell off, and
went off himself on one of the mules. The muleteer
gave the alarm in camp, and the frontier police were
about to start in pursuit when Captain Harris, com-
manding the Royal Engineers, called out to Lieutenant
Rooke, of the Bombay Lancers, ¢ let us go and see
the fun.” 8o these two young officers rode off, and,
outstripping the mounted police socon came up with'
the Pathan. Captain Harris pointed a pistol at him,
whereon the Pathan fired two barrels of his five-cham-
bered revolver, missing with both. Captain Harris
and Lieutenant Rooke then fired at him and both
missed. Then he fired again and shot Captain Harris




L,

TOURS IN INDIA. 287

\ through the heart, who fell off his horse, just exclaim-
ing “1 am hit” before he died. Next the robber
turned and fired at Lieutenant Rooke. The ball
caught Rooke on the shoulder-blade and glanced off

| into his throat, and he too fell. The Pathan thereon

| picked up the revolver of Captain Harris, who lay
dead on the sand, and made off with the mule. Soon
afterwards the police came up &nd shot him in two
places, and he was brought into camp to be tried.
He said he had killed two Englishmen in the war,
that these two sahibs pointed pistols at him, that he
made as good a fight as he could for his life, and would
leave the rest in the hands of God. Soon after he
died of his wounds. By post at Shalibagh I received
the prospectus of a new work on Indian and Burmese
thieves. The author divides them into 37 classes, and
gives them names worthy of word-stringing Aristo-
planes himself. I give a few examples :—¢ The reck-
less but remarkably tender-hearted and moral-dagger-
thief”; ¢ the pillow-portmanteau bed, bundle and
mattress thief ”” ; ¢ the dreadful back-water pirate or
thief” ; ¢ the giant-like ¢ puckey’ or the wonderful
thought-speed-travelling thief ” ; ¢ the lamplight-dim-
ming and snake-producing-wick thief.” All classes,
however, do not rejoice in such lengthy names; for
instance, there is ‘‘ the dead-child using thief ” ; ¢ the
marine equestrian thief,” an Indian relation, I suppose,
of the Herse Marine; * the tiger~grow1—imitating
thief ” ; ¢ the dreadful strangling thug” ; and ¢ the
inconsiderate and fearless thief,” in which last class,
I imagine, the author would place the bold Pathan,
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We saw the tents in the clear light air,—the tents
where these occurrences took place. Though seven or
eight miles from where we stood, they seemed quite
near. Distances are ever most deceptive in the desert.
As you walk in the streets of Quetta too, in the
straight broad roads between the avenues of plane or
poplar trees, you see at either end of the road the hills
which, though at a distance on all sides of upwards of
ten miles, seem close at hand, and just at the end of
the avenue.

Near Quetta, surrounded by a mud wall, is the
village of Kasee, the headman of which is very friendly
to Europeans. When you go to his house he shakes
hands with you,—most of the Afghans here seem to
have adopted that form of salutation. In his recep-
tion-room are vases containing paper-flowers and some
ordinary dinner plates are stuck in niches in the walls.
I took tea with him and a circle of his friends. They
gave me a chair, and all sat on the carpet drinking tea
in such a manner as to make that bubbling sound
characteristic of the camel. After some conversation,
and the exchange of some stock quotations from the
standard Persian authors, a visit to a Brahui encamp-
ment, where some wandering musicians played upon a
Beloochee fiddle, completed the early morning ride.

Early on Monday morning we left with regret the
hospitable house of Sir Robert and Lady Sandeman.
It was bitterly cold in the railway carrirz . wnd all
the way along the Quetta valley and the Pishin
tableland. I have attempted to deseribe the chief
features of the route through the Hurnai pass by
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which we came and by which we returned. It is a
treeless, arid, wild and mountainous country, such as
stretches, with no exception of any great importance,
but the valley of the Tigris and the Euphrates, from
the Indus to the Mediterranean. A few faets, how- .
ever, may with advantage be given concerning the
remarkable railway constructed by General Sir James
Brown between July 1884 and"March 1887.

This line, of 6-feet 6-inch gauge, and laid with
75-1b. steel rails, offered exceptional difficulties to the
constructor. In Sind he had to work in a climate
where the thermometer often registers 124° in the
shade. Higher up, in the mountains and valleys, it
frequently registers 18° below zero. At Hurnai he is
3,000 feet above the level of the sea, and he had to
take his iron road 6,600 feet above that level before
be reached Quetta. In 224 uphill miles, with a high
ruling gradient throughout, he had to make 4 miles of
bridges, one mile of rocky tunnel, and one mile of
lined tunnel, and to contend throughout with landslips
and floods. All this too, he had to do in a country

. with a population of two to the square mile.

At one point, just before the high tableland is
reached, the line passes through the Chapper rift.
Here the rocky mountains are split through as if in

the glacial epoch another
¢ Alpheus bold
On his glacier cold
‘With his trident the mountainsg strook
And opened a chasm
In the rocks.”

The broken sides fall away from the top, and along
the bottom is a waterway, down which in the raing
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dges a foaming and uncontrollable torrent. The line
enters the rift by a little tunnel, comes out in a cutting,
enters a second tunnel, and then runs along a terrace,
excavated in the soft treacherous soapy earth of the
almost vertical hillside. At the end of the rift it runs
into another tunnel at a height of 250 feet above
the river below, and emerging at this altitude from
the heart of the hill, comes out upon a bridge, which
conducts the train in mid-air to the opposite side
of the chasm. Here the line runs for some distance
through a shallow tunnel only a foot or two within the
shelving rocky surface of the hill. For ventilation’s
gake and for convenience in working, this tunnel is
pierced, along the outer side of the hill with openings.
The natural roof serves to carry over it the drainage of
the hillside and the débris of its landslips. Through
the openings you look across the valley, on to what
seems like another line, but is in fact your own,
which, after a circuitous descent, reaches the level of
the river you have crossed. This is the most heavy
part of the work, but it only gives a fair idea of the
enormous difficulties from floods, landslips and the
nature of the country, which the engineer has en-
countered and overcome. The alternative route—556
miles shorter than this—from Sibi, through the Bolan
to Quetta has lately been washed away. The Sind-
Pishin line i1s said to pay its working expenses.
Passenger traffic seems brisk, but so far it would
appear that the competition of caravans is severe, for
the camels of the migratory Brahuis can be seen all
the way, marching alongside the iron road.

The line through the Bolan pass, like the Darjeel-
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ing-Himalé,yan railway, started with a roadway more
or less ready-made, and this of course greatly reduced
expenses: Take it all in all,' the Sibi-Pishin line
seems a work to be proud of. It is doubtful, however,
if the contractors would concur in this somewhat com-
placent survey of the work; for, out of six, one died
of cholera, two of fever, and one was murdered.

At Babar Kach we saw the petroleum which is
brought up from a place some few miles distant and
used as fuel in the Khojak works. The discovery
and exploitation of this most valuable mineral oil is
entirely due to Sir Robert Sandeman, and it is fer-
vently to be hoped that its use, and also that of the
coal which has been discovered in the Quetta valley,
may arrest the destruction of the little vegetation there
is around the town. :

On the night of the 21st, we ran through to Ruk
junction, and in the morning were travelling down the
Indus valley on our way to Kurrachee. This being a
purely unofficial narrative is not the place for opinions
or reflections on the frontier or on any political ques-
tion, nor for remarks-upon military. and commercial
subjects, which a visit to Quetta obviously suggests.

The down train from Lahore was late owing to a

tragic occurrence. The clothes of a European woman,

who was travelling in the train, caught fire by contact

with one of the sparks from the engine. To save the

child she had with her, she flung it down, and in her

terror jumped out of the carriage. The driver of the

train was her husband, and on arrival at the next
H B



station he went back on his engine to pick her up.
His child was dead and his wife was dreadfully injured.
The bedding of one of our own servants caught fire in
the game way.

The line to Kurrachee passes for the most part
through an alkaloid plain, covered with babul and
scrub jungle. At many points, however, tall crops of
millet testified to the fact that the soil is not so barren
as it looks. At Sehwan the rail passes along a cutting
in the hills, which here run up to the Indus bank ;
and at Kotri they are only half-a-mile from the river.
For the greater part of the way the Indus is invisible ;
but a false Indus was created on our right by the
mirage. After the sun had set, the lighthouse and
the headland of Manora were visible in the sun’s
departing glow, which seemed like a halo just over
the city. At night-fall we reached the cantonment,
where the usual guards, and a large assemblage of
officers were present to meet the Governor, who stayed
with Mr. Trevor, the Commissioner of Sind, in the
house built by Sir Charles Napier during his tenure
of that office.

Kurrachee is too well known to need description
here. Sir Charles Dilke has “ pronounced ” it the least
Indian, and the pleasantest of Indian cities. It cer-
tainly is most un-Indian, and very pleasant, but I
hope not very pleasant, because it is un-Indian. The
town possesses some of those fine buildings for which
the capital of the Presidency is renowned. TIts market
and Frere Hall are worthy of Bombay itself, and its
broad streets allow of that indefinite expansion of

TOURS IN INDIA, é iL
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traffic, which is expected when the anticipated new
line from the north comes straight across the desert to
the sea. This railway would attract very little trade
on the way, but it is believed that it would bring
down great quantities of wheat from Delhi and the
Lower Punjaub, owing to the directness of the route.
On this account it is alleged to be preferable to the
connection through Omerkote, and the south of the
Rajputana desert, with the existing Rajputana line
at Pachpadra, which was so strongly urged by the
Kurrachee people not long ago. The exports of
Punjaub wheat from this port have varied to an
enormous extent during the last five years.

The most striking feature of the town from a
distance is the tower of the church, which they say
was built in imitation of" the campanile. of the Duomo
at Florence. Perhaps this association and the fact
that the number of windows increases campanile-like
in each story, led me to think next day that it seemed
top heavy, and inclined to lean to one side as some
well-known towers of this description do. It is a
conspicuous land mark from a long distance and quite
the lighthouse of the ‘plains, as that on Manora point
is of the adjacent sea.

Some one has written a History of England from
its signboards, and at Kurrachee, as at Port Said or in
a Californian camp, you see the most diverse legends
written above the shop windows, and such as charac-
terise the meeting of diffevent nationalities in one place
for the purposes of trade. Hajee Rahmat Allah, ¢ the
pilgrim of the Grace of God,” and “ Hajee Younas ”
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or holy Jonas have sandwiched between them ¢ Mrs.
Marks the Milliner,” and similar curious combinations
may be seen all down the street.

The sight of the neighbourhood of Kurrachee, is
the crocodile saint and his crocodiles. The track to
Peer Mugger runs along an open billowless plain, all
along which the campanile is visible, till you strike
a low spur of hills running down into the sea. This
little range is pierced by a pass invisible until you
reach it, and at a short distance on the other side, is
situated a small pond surrounded by a low mudwall,
and situated in the middle of palm trees. A wild
tulip tree hangs over the puddle, which is not a dozen
yards long or half-a-dozen broad; and close by on a
hillock overlooking it is the little tomb place, wherein
the saint lives and prays and collects rupees from his
visitors. I was looking at the pond and asking where
the crocodiles were, when I saw what looked like a
log of wood moving on the sand just beneath my
eyes and not two yards away. This was one of the
reptiles, and by and by a Mussulman, called the
¢ padre,” came down and summoned his pets, whereon
they all ran into the water, the level of which they
raised several inches by their united bulk. One only
was refractory, and the *padre” beat him over the
head with a stick. I remember a dignitary of the
Chureh in India, now deceased, telling me that he had
such influence with the people of the country that
when he laid his hands on their backs they burst into
tears, This * padre,” with more practical persuasion,
laid his stick on the back of his reealcitrant pet, who
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did not burst into tears in spite of the proverbially
lachrymose disposition of the crocodile, but opened his
jaws and hissed loudly and looked as if he would bite
the “padre” but abstained from the actual commission
of such sin. Inside the thick and dirty water, the
heads of these beasts appeared sticking out like shape-
less little rocks. Though their mouths were shut the
teeth in their lower jaws protruded, growing seemingly
in random fashion without any regard to order or
uprightness, just like almonds in a piece of nougat.
One of the attendants, when questioned, said that
these reptiles, of which there were 80 more or less by
his account, were created by the saint by a mere act
of volition, a power which fortunately is not possessed
by many. What particular conneciion they had with
the holy tomb, or with religion in geueral he could
not say, and I cannot help thinking that, uhey are a
mere speculation, their proximity to the tomh an
accident, their sanctity fortuitous, their raison d’éne
an excuse for a collection, the only religious associa-
tion to which they can rightly lay claim. q
The population of Sind is perhaps the most Mussul-
man in India. The followers of the prophet are nearly
80 per cent. of the whole. The Arabs first settled
here. They used to erawl along the coast to the
mouth of the Indus before the daring voyage of
Hippalos, who committed himself and his fortunes to
the monsoon, which he had observed to blow with
regularity towards the coast of India at a fixed season,
whereby they learnt that the voyage across the open
sea was practicable. A traveller from whom I asked
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the way to the crocodile saint’s abode afforded an
illustration of the geographical proximity of, and
historical connection of this coast with, Arabia. In -
answering me he said ‘it is just beyond the mountain
(Js=)-” Now, nowhere else in India have I heard
the Arabic word jabal used for mountain,

Among the finest buildings in Kurrachee are, as
very frequently happens elsewhere in India, the
Roman Catholic church and the Roman Catholic schools.
These, it is said, do an immense amount of good in
the country, the education being so much appreciated
that the schools are well nigh self-supporting. The
extremely handsome and commodious buildings were
erected from the funds of the Society of Jesus. The
church was open. - It is a pity this is not generally
the case, but.of India, as of England, it will not be
immediately that a great divine and poet will say :

TOURS IN INDIA.

“T cannot walk the city’s sultry streets,

But the wide porch invites to still retreats,
Where passion’s thirst is calmed, and care’s unthankful gloom.”
We saw enormous quantities of wheat being hoisted
into ditchers bound for London, Antwerp, and else-
where, and learnt that the trade of the port has been
steadily increasing though it has fluctuated largely in
the last two years. Reports show too that the trade
in the Persian gulf is much greater than it was five
years ago, when I travelled down from Bagdad along
the coast to Kurrachee, which is larger, greener, and

altogether more prosperous, than it then was,
As we left, the harbour was full of ships, all dressed
in their best in honour of the Governor. The light-
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house and the ever-present Campanile are the most
prominent objects, as Sind and Kurrachee fade in the
distance, and we steam away to Bombay.

Leaving at 1 o’clock p.m. on the 23rd, we arrived
in Bombay harbour at noon on the 25th, after a quiet
and pleasant voyage, sailing along the coast of Guzerat
and getting a good view in passing of the temples of
Dwarka and Somnath. But little of its former glory
remains apparently to the latter temple, to sack which
Mahmood of Ghazni made a journey somewhat similar
to what we have just accomplished, from Afghanistan
to the country beyond the Indus.

It is impossible to imagine any greater contrast
than is afforded by the scemery of Bombay and its
unrivalled harbour, to that which we have left behind
in Sind. Here everything speaks of an abundant rain-
fall, hills rise upon hills from the sea-coast to the top
of the ghauts, and every hill is clothed with grass and
covered with forest. When all the landscape glowed
in the crimson hues of the setting sun it seemed as if
the isle of Bombay itself was the place the Laureate
had in his mind which charmed the wanderer out in
ocean ; j

“ 'Where some refulgent sunset of India
Btreams over a rich ambrosial ocean isle,

And crimson-hued the stately palmwoods
Whisper in odorous heights of even.”

In the harbour at Bombay was Her Majesty’s ship
Griffon, which had. just come from the African coast
where she lost her first Lieutenant in a brush with
a slaver, and liberated 120 slaves. The yards were
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manned as the Governor went past. Among other
ships was a Turkish man-of-war, taking out an
Osmanli Order to be presented to the Mikado of Japan.

At the top of the steps of the Apollo Bunder His
Royal Highness the Duke of Connaught, acédinpanied
by all the officers of his staff, and the civil officers of
Bombay, received Lord Connemara. His Royal High-
ness drove His Excellency to the station, where another
guard of honour was paraded, and the Resident in
Baroda, Sir Harry Prendergast, and other high officials
were present.

The palmwoods on their odorous heights were just
ceasing to be crimson-hued, when we reached Khandala
at the top of the lovely Bhore ghaut, and it had not
long been dark, when we reached Poona, where we
dined. The Parsi contractor, who supplied an excel-
lent dinner, informed us that his people had beaten
the Europeans at cricket at Bombay and that the
¢ Zoroastrian horn” was accordingly *exalted.” It
may be said of the Parsi that he does well everything
that he attempts to do. It is believed that there is no
place to which our troops penetrated in Afghanistan,
at which a Parsi merchant has not also arrived, with
tinned provisions, bottled beer, wine and whiskey.
At Quetta, the most forward station we have on the
frontier, an enterprising Parsi has been granted the
title of Khan Bahadur for his services as contractor
for railways, founder of mills, provider of stores,
discoverer of coal, distiller of spirits, and possessor
in short of boundless and indescribable enterprise.

Next morning, after a rough night in the train,
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during which only the police officer was able to sleep,
we breakfasted at Wadi, in Hyderabad territory where
the Nawab Khursheed Jah, whose jaghire this part of
the State is, entertained us.

After breakfast we ran through the pleasant up-
lands of the Hyderabad Déminions, well cultivated
with cotton and other crops, and dotted here and there
with little walled villages, and the rocky droogs of the
Deccan, nature’s forts which require little aid from art
to make them defensible. In the afternoon we reached
the Madras frontier, after crossing the great rivers
Krishna and Tungabudhra, both of which were full of
water. Then we steamed through crops of millet,
cotton and castor-oil, all in a most flourishing con-
dition, until nightfall, when we reached the great
rock fortress of Gooty, after passing carefully over a
portion of the line damaged by the recent floods.
Beyond this the railway passes through low hills and
park-like grassy lawns, full of groves of tamarind trees,
till at the Pennér riyer we passed over its new bridge,
which had only come into use a few days before a
portion of the old one was carried away by floods.
‘We saw the fallen stone pier in the water, and the
iron girders, which had rested on it, were discovered
some seven miles down the river.

Next morning at } past 6 on the 27th October we
arrived in Madras after a journey of 200 miles by
road, 4,230 by rail and 1,270 by sea.
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CHAPTER XI.

COCONADA, RAJAMUNDRY, ELLORE, BEZWADA,
SINGARENI AND HYDERABAD.

Duke of Clarence's departure from Madras—Grain riots in Bouthern districts

—Object of tour—Our party—On board 8.8. 8irse—Madras harbour—
H.M.S. Boadicea—S8ir BEdward Freemantle—Coast of Masulipatam—Its
historic associations—Colonel Forde—Marquis de Conflans—Religions
wars—Secular wars—English and Dutch at Masulipatam—Charles IT
__At Coconada—Harbour—Trade of port—Plan of East Coast Railway
—Chamber of Commerce—S8team dredger *Connemara—DLogal self-gov-
ernment—Female medical aid—Agrioultural Loans Act—By canal to
Rajamundry—8.§. drthur Cotlon—Scenery en route—Godavari Irriga-
tion Works—Dowlaishweram—Incident of journey—S.8. Jokn Mullins
—Landing—At Rajamundry—Peepshow-—Departure for Gorge—Here
worship—Mr. Puckle-—General Haig—Marquess of T'weeddale—Scenery
en route—8S.8. l\’“scioria—;-Local tobacco — Bhipwreck—Description of
Gorge—Sir Charles Trevelyan—S8ir Mountstuart Grant Duff—Retnrn
to Rajamundry—Rumpa country—Incident of Rumpa rumpus—DMr.
Martindale—Lord Guillamore—Human sacrifices to Kali—Hill people
—Rajamundry and Rumpa contrasted—Jail—Hospital—Excise system
—Ellore—Enthusiastic reception—Primary education — Carpet manu-
facture—Journey to Bezwada—Pitt and regent diamonds—Story of
Sindbad the Sailor—Deccan Mining Company—Tom-tom telephone—
Arvival at Bezwada — Anicut—S8.8. dbrandra—Tadipalle — Bellary-
Kistna State Railway—Singareni—Colonel Orr—Extent and cost of
dam—Kondapille toys—Muslin—Halcyon’s feathers—Railway commu-
nication—Mr. Arundel—East Coast Railway—Future of Bezwada—
Afternoon reception—Deputation from Nizam—Mr. Harrison—Buddhist
cave temple—Mr. Wolfo-Murray—Ascent of hills—Kali temple—Brah-
min priest—Tiled houses—Two devotees—Illuminations of town—
Excise system—Operations of Agricultural Loans Act—House tax—
Tocal Punchayets—Departure—Nizam's Railway saloons— Kumumett
— Nawab Buadr-ud-Dowlah—Conditions of British and Native rule—
Bingareni conl mines—New year's day-—Arrival at Hyderabad—
Roception at Railway station—Visits from Nizam and minister—
Nizam’s Palace—Ohar Minar—Char Muhala—Titlos-~Title of Nisum
— Fireworks—Illuminations—8econd names of cities—Nawab Afsar
Jung — Fort of Golecondn — Bradlangh's Congroess spooch-- Congress
aguncios— Niwab Viear-ul-Oomrah - Falwlenumiche~Luoknow modellurs
—Peatures of tour—Rétwn to Madras.
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Hrs Rovar Hieuness Prince Albert Victor left Madras
after his second visit to Lord Connemara on the
morning of the 16th December for Rangoon ; and three
days later, the Governor, started for his (eleventh)
tour, in the God4vari and Kistna districts. In the
interval of three days, to the great relief of the Gov-
ernment, rain had fallen in most of the southern
districts, where prices had risen so considerably as to
give ground for much anxiety. The trifling grain
riots which had occurred in Trichinopoly, Cumbaconam
and Tanjore, were of no great moment, being brought
about chiefly by the bad characters to be found in all
large towns, who welcome any period of distress as an
occasion for plunder, and seek their private gain in the
public loss and misfortune. It was not only to visit
the great irrigation works of the Kistna and the
Goddvari, but also to inquire what stocks of grain
might be on hand to assist other districts where
scarcify prevailed, that Lord Connemara proposed to
make this tour during the Christmas holidays. His
Excellency had not long before, during the famine in
Ganjam, called these favoured deltas to the aid of
their less fortunate neighbour.

The rain had fallen in torrents all Tuesday and

Wednesday, and on Thursday morning the flood-gates
were still open when on

¥ 1.E. The Lorxd Connemsra, '
G.OLE. the 19th December 1889,

Mr. Rees, Private Secretary. * we embarked on boar d the
The Viscount Marsham, A.D.C. }
8.8. Sirsa, and the waves

were running high through the yawning eastern
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entrance of the ever-unfinished Harbour. The Gov-
ernor’s departure was private, but a salute was none
the less fired from the Naval Commander-in-Chief’s
Flagship Boadicea, and the Admiral, Sir Edmund
Fremantle, who was just starting for Zanzibar, came
off to the Sirsa to bid His Excellency good-bye.
After tossing about all day and all night we reached
Masulipatam on the morning of the 20th November.
Nothing was visible but the long low coast over which
in 1864 a storm-wave burst, penetrating seventeen
miles inland, and destroying thirty thousand people,
and innumerable head of cattle. The traveller does
not realize, in these times of peace, that the coast along
which he travels was long the scene of desperate
conflict between the English and the French for the
supremacy of India, and that one of the most gallant
fights of this land of battle-fields, was fought here by
Colonel Forde, who defeated the Marquis de Conflans
" at Masulipatam in 1759, rising superior to the most
desperate circumstances, and attacking under every
possible disadvantage, a far superior force entrenched
within a strong and well-provisioned fortress. In ages
past, there had been religious wars between Buddhism
and the indigenous idolafry of the country. Buddhism
conquered, and in its turn was driven out by Brahmin-
ism, which rules supreme to this day. Subsequently
% came secular wars. The Mahomedan Kingdoms of the
Deccan overthrew the Hindu rulers of the south, and
the Great Mogul triumphed over them in turn, and
finally a lieutenant of the Great Mogul came under
the influence successively of the French and the
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English, and ceded to the latter the districts, wherein
we are about to travel, and whence we proceed to the
capital of his successor, the Nizam of Hyderabad.

It is curious to reflect that the jealousy and rivalry
of the Dutch originally led the English of Masulipatam
to found a factory in Madras, and that in 1679 the
representative of the East India Company on tour
presented a purse to the King of Goleconda’s lieutenant
at Masulipatam, as being “a person rising in the
favour of the Court to whom a small summe of ready
money given privately would be more acceptable than
a greater summe given publickly.” The English and
the Dutch had been competing at Masulipatam for the
commerce of the coast for more than a half century,
before spotted deer and water-fowl were sent thence to
His Majesty King Charles IT of England. The picture
of King Charles, surrounded by his subjects, feeding
the water-fowl in the Park, has ever been a favourite
one with the English people, and it would be odd if
those water-fowl had.come from Masulipatam. But
on to the royal table, or into the royal parks they
certainly went. _

After a brief halt at this historic site, we travelled
on along the coast of the district, which in size is
about equal to the principality of Wales, and next
morning arrived at Coconada in the Bay of Coringa,
ten miles north of the Gautami mouth of the river
Goddvari. To the north and north-east of the anchor-
age, low hills come down mnear the water's edge
relieving the coast from the barren ‘and desolate
appearance, that it presents near Masulipatam. The
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arbour was alive with boats bearing on their sails
huge red crosses, anchors, moons and such like devices,
whereby their owners may recognize them from the
distant shore. The Collector, Mr. Power, met us on
board, and another voyage of 6 miles in a steam launch
landed us between the groynes which form at once an
entrance to the town of Coconada, and to the canals
which extend thence to the great anicut of the
Goddvari, since the construction of which the trade of
the town has advanced by ¢ leaps and bounds,” the
value of its exports and imports having risen from
£300,0001in 1862 to £740,000 in 1872 and £1,500,000
in 1888. Trade, to which a considerable impetus was
given by the American war, which was the cause of
extensive shipments of cotton, suffers a little at present
from the construction of the Nizam’s State Railway to
Bezwada, whence much delta produce finds its way to
Bombay. It is expected, however, that the extension
of the East Coast line to Coconada will more than
counteract this effect, and it is hoped that it will also
convert the port into an important outlet for the coal
mines of Singareni, which we are going to see. The
roadway on the sea-wall was covered with natives
wearing bright and many-coloured garments, and on
arrival at the jetty we found present the usual assem-
blage of European distriet officers, zemindars in purple
and gold, and municipal councillors in more sober and
business-like attive. A feature not quite so invariable
on such occasions, was the presence of an astrologer,
who was prepared to predict, and prophesy, for a
consideration, Immediat‘ely the Governor landed, a
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choir of ten pandits or wise men sang a chorus of
Sanscrit benediction, and then followed a more prosaie
and practical address, which referred gratefully to the
Governor’s efforts in obtaining the sanction of the
Secretary of State and the Government of India to the
construction of the East Coast railway, the survey of
which is actually in progress. In reply, the Governor
alluded to the fallacy of the opinion that the existence
of maritime and canal communication rendered a rail-
way unnecessary. He pointed out that the proposed
line would not only develop the internal resources of
these districts and rouse into life its dormant industries,
but would also increase the sea-borne trade both in
regard to exports from, and imports to, the coast.

At present the rich and populous districts of
Ganjam, Vizagapatam and Goddvari are entirely bereft
of railway communication with the outer world, and
the proposed line will extend from Bezwada over the
Kistna river to Samulcotta, 8 miles from Coconada,
and thence through Vizagapatam to Vizianagrum,
whence it will proceed to Cuttack,
900 miles from Bezwada. The first portion of this
line from Bezwada to Coconada, whither a branch is
proposed from Bamulcotta, is necessary in order to
conneet the Bellary-Kistna and Hyderabad State Rail-
ways with the rice-producing deltas of this distriet and
of the Kistna, while its continuation to Vizianagrum
will, it is believed, prove a remunerative undertaking,
on account of the rich and populous nature of the
country throungh which i6-will pass. Then it is thought
highly desirable that the line should be extended to




njam, which so lately suffered from famine. This
district is cut off from communication with the other
parts of the country, being a mere strip of land between
the Eastern Ghéts and the Bay of Bengal, isolated
at all times from railways, and during a part of the
year from maritime communication, owing to want of
harbours and a turbulent sea. For the same reason it
is thought equally desirable to comnect Ganjam with
Cuttack on the morth, more especially as the latter
place will, it is believed, be finally connected with the
Bengal-Nagpur Railway system.

The town of Coconada was, as is usual on such
occasions, beautifully decorated and the archways dis-
played some original mottoes such as ¢ Receive with
grande cher apropos’ and “ Welcome with gaieté a lu
mode.)” In the centre of each of these remarkable
inseriptions stood the effigy of an embonpoint Telugu
lady, who emptied trays of flowers on the Governor’s
head as the earriage passed underneath the arches.

In the afternoon the Chamber of Commerce pre-
sented an address, in which they deprecated the closing
of the irrigation canals for annual repairs, which seems,
however, unavoidable, these canals being primarily
irrigation works, and of secondary, though of great
importance, in respect to navigation.

In the afternoon the new steam dredger Connemar
was launched by the Governor, and christened by
Mrs. Simson, wife of the President of the Chamber
of Commerce. This little ceremony was very well
arvangod, and as the champcgne bottle burst on tho
port beam, the Governor touched a string, and the
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ship slipped gently off its cradle into the water. At
dinner we were glad to learn that many contracts for
the urgent supply of rice to southern distriets, which
had been entered into by Madras merchants, had been
suddenly cancelled,—a proof of the change which
recent rains have made in the prospects and situation
in the south.

Among the official matters considered at Coconada
were some which possess general interest, for instance,
the progress of local self-government. Into the
municipal councils of the district the electoral system
has been largely introduced, but the munieipal adminis-
tration has not altogether met with the approbation
of the Government, as would appear from orders
published, which have been communicated to the
Press. The provision of female medical aid is
receiving the attention of the authorities, and seven
certificated midwives are at work in the district, but
the prejudice against European methods of treatment
seems stronger in the Northern Circars than in the
southern distriets. THée East Indian midwife attached
to the Coconada hospital attends en an average to only
twenty cases in the year. In Rajamundry, again,
which is considered intellectually as an advanced
céntre, the objection to KEuropean attendance and
European treatment is particularly strong.

The ryot population of the distriot, being gen-
erally well-to-do, does not berrow under the provisions
of the Agricultural Loans Act, and when loans are
vequired the much-abused Sowear here, ag elsewhere,
is preferred to the more reasonable, but less lenient

and elastic, Government.
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Next morning we took a walk through some native
villages. The soil near the coast is sandy and covered
with the delicate purple flowers of the goat’s foot
convolvulus (Ipomea Pescapree). This sandy soil
however, is by no means barren, and supports besides
groves of palmyra trees, orchards of cashew-nut and
guava. The pathways to the villages pass between
hedges of aloe and prickly-pear.

We first came upon a hamlet inhabited by persons
engaged in drawing toddy. Arrangements are being
made for regulating the traffic in toddy or fermented
palm juice, but the inhabitants of the toddy-drawers’
village did not view the future restrictions with
favour, and followed us for a long distance repeating
their objections, which I endeavoured to translate into
English from their euphonious Telugu. Next we
come on a village of herdsmen, and one old shepherd,
solicitous of the Governor’s weal, advised him to be
very careful in going over a primitive bridge near the
village. After that we came on some washermen
beating their cloths on stones. One of these was
gathering earth impregnated with alkali, which they
use as a substitute for soap, and a fairly efficient
substitute it is believed to be.

On Sunday, the Native girls’ school and the
hospital were visited, and inquiries made as to the
progress of female medical education. The church
too was inspected, that certain repairs might be
considered, before divine service, with which the day
ended.

Next morning, the 23rd, we rose early and left
by camal for Rajamundry,—a distance of 44 miles
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more or less. We were towed along in a little
convoy of house-boats by the steam launch Arthur
Cotion, named after the celebrated Engineer, who
constructed the great Godavari irrigation works. In
the river from the head of the delta there is a
continual fall, consequently we had a continual rise,
and passed three locks, one a double one, with a rise
of 18 feet. The canal banks were green and banyans
shaded the road which ran alongside. All around us
were fields of stubble, and innumerable strawricks.
The character of the country, but for the palmyras,
much resembles that of the fens. When you get
within a few miles of the great dam which stems the
stream at Dowlaishweram, first one canal and then
another, takes off in different directions. After the
separation of each canal the artificial waterway grows
broader and broader, till near Dowlaishweram it
becomes as wide as the Thames at Maidenhead, but
probably contains a great deal more water. At last
it ends in a lock ; and when we leave the boats and
mount the banks, an expanse of water stretches some
4 miles before the eye. Immediately in front extends
the first portion of the great amicut which, with the
help of three islands at the head of the delta, holds
up the river, and diverts its waters on either side, so
as to irrigate upwards of 612,000 acres of fertile rice-
bearing lands, and to water with gold a delta of 2,000
square miles. Every river in India is a Pactolus, but
this great stream has been made more subservient to
the wants of man than perhaps any other of its size in
the world. Practically at the present moment it ends
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= ““at this great anicut above which you see nothing but
a vast expanse of water, and below which spread miles
of yellow sand.

It is in the nature of such works that they are
never finished. In 1852, the dam and some of the

- distribution works were completed for the exceedingly
low figure of £150,000. Labour was then cheap and
material abounds on every side. Many times since
have these titanic works been considered complete.
In 1880, eighteen years later, they were completed
at a cost of £868,000 and now in 1890 it is believed
they are pretty well completed at a cost of £1,180,000.
Whatever they cost, however, so long ago as 1877,
the returns directly due to the water distributed
amounted to upwards of £2,000,000, and in 1879
it was calculated that goods of the value of upwards
of £3,500,000 passed over the canals, while the value
of the exports and imports of the district which in
1847, before the construction of the anicut, amounted
to £170,000 had risen in 1887 to upwards of
#£1,600,000. The great dam itself rises some 14
feet above the level of the stream and consists of
three long portions and one short one, amounting in
the aggregate to 3,982 yards in length. The navi-
gable channels, which distribute the water are 528
miles long, end the total length of distributive
channels is not less than 1,600 miles.

Just before we got to the anicut a ¢ dugout,” or
boat made by hollowing out the trunk of a palmyra,
came off from the shore with the post. Among the
letters was an elaborate book of advertisements from
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Treacher, the Bombay merchant, which I threw
overboard into the canal. The small plunge of the
disappearing publication, was followed by the larger
plunge of a man from the bank, who rescued the book
and swam affer the boat with it. It is impossible
to escape from advertisements.

From Dowlaishweram the S.8. Jokn Mullins
brought us up to Rajamundry, the Judge’s house
“impositum sazis late candentibus,” becoming visible,
long before we reached it, over the broad expanse of
water. As you steam away from the anicut, and get
from under the lee of the island, to which its first
portion extends, you see beyond you more water, and
as you get higher up you see beyond that a still
greater breadth; and finally across the four islands
you catch a view, soon to be obscured by other islets,
of an unbroken sheet of water four miles wide.

Arrived at last at the landing place at Raja-
mundry, we find the bastions of the old fort and the
river bank crowded with people, who overflowed into
the banyan trees, which were filled with living fruit,
clad for the most part in clothes as red as its own
berries. ‘The crowds here are much more gaily dressed
than they are in the southern distriets, and nearly every
man has a cloth or a turban of bright red. It was
an extremely orderly erowd, as may be inferred from
the presence of large numbers of Telugu babies,
«prown, fat and fascinating, ” as Lady Dufferin calls
them in her recently-published book. At bed-time
a troupe of girls played the game of stick at the back
of the house. In this game, a troupe dances around,
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each girl holding two sticks in her hand, and as they
meet and pass each strikes the sticks of the other, and
the sound of a continual tapping arises, not in itself
unpleasant, but not conducive to sleep. It has often
been remarked how sounds suggest past associations,
and the tapping of these little bamboos recalled a
similar and greater tap-chorus at Seoul, the far
distant capital of Corea, where at nightfall the
women get up in this way the linen of their hus-
bands, who are extremely well turned out. Those
who are not engaged in this species of ironing may
go out for a walk at that hour. The sound serves
also as a kind of curfew for men who, if found about
at this the woman’s time for exercise, are very apt
to be taken up by the watchman, and bambooed.
Among the various apparatus of famasha in the
town was a small peepshow, and coming up behind
the exhibitor, I heard him chattering in quick and
fluent Telugu, ‘“Walk up, ladies and gentlemen,
and see His Excellency the Governor of Madras get
into his carriage in front of Government House.”
On peeping myself, I discovered a gentleman, ex-
tremely unlike the Governor, getting into a carriage,
unknown to His Execellency, in front of a house not
at all resembling Government House. So while
our friends were being amused by Barnum in England
we were not without our consolations in Rajamundry.
Next morning we rose at 5, and left at 6 o’clock,
in the Jokn Mullins. Tt is the custom heve, after a
decent lapse of time such as may add an element of
antiquity or mystery to that of high reputation, for
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the Engineers in charge of these great irrigation
works to be canonized as the representatives it may be
of the river-god. Amongst the natives some such
process as this continually goes on, and the English
community here apparently acknowledge the same
principle to the extent, at any rate, of naming the
little ships of the flotilla of the Godavari, after the
most eminent Engineers, who have controlled and dis-
tributed its bountiful and beneficent waters. This
makes the ships very interesting to those who, like
ourselves, had actually met in the flesh those epony-
mous heroes, Sir Arthur Cotton and General Mullins.
The fact should also stimulate Indian executive officers
in their efforts to cope with their ever-increasing
duties.

No earnest district officer can be sure that he is
not qualifying for a hero. In Tinnevelly the people
say of the largest anicut across the Tambraparni begun
by Mr. Puckle, that it was a god-like work, built by
one who was like the gods. A religious character'is
ever a great factor in the evolution of gods from men.
Sir Arthur Cofton, in reporting to Government the
completion of the Godavari anicut, hoped that its
accomplishment might lead to an increasing apprecia-
tion of a Christian Government, and trusted that it
was only the beginning of a series of works worthy of
our nation, of our knowledge, of our religion, and of
the extraordinary power God has been pleased to place
in our hands. To this day Sir Arthur maintains a
golporteur who distributes Christian tracts in the
country irvigated by the aid of his great dam. One
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is assistants, General Haig, recently came out from
England to do a hot-weather’s duty for a sick mis-
sionary in Godavari. The respect and veneration of
the natives for men of this stamp is boundless, and if
a temple were erected to either of them in the delta, it
would not lack worshippers. The Governor of the
day, the Marquess of Tweeddale, should also live in
the grateful recollection of the people, for his strong
aid was needed, and was freely given, to obtan
sanction for such gigantic works from the Court of
Directors.

We steamed away gaily up the slightly narrowing
river as far as a picturesque island-hill crowned by an
ancient fane. The scenery here is just such as the
traveller would be requested by the guide-book to
pause and admire, and we did pause for a longer
period than we had intended. At one point below,
where the existence of a shoal was known, all prepara-
tions had been made for dragging the steam launch off
had she grounded, and crowds of coolies stood in the
shallow water, their white turbans looking like the
tops of mushrooms, of which their heads were the
black stalks, Just here a raft of wood about 300
yards long passed us. "Woodcutters thus bring timber
down the river to Dowlaishweram, living themselves
for perhaps a month on their rafts. We also passed
now and again alluvial islands such as are repeatedly
formed by the deposit of the rolling silt of the de-
gcending river. These islands ave well enough when
they rise out of the river, but loose quicksands below
it are the bane of its navigation, as we soon experi-
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enced. After steaming eight miles past groves of aca-
cias and rows of sentinel palms, and now and again
passing through the half section of a hamlet cut in
two by the impetuous floods of the river, we left the
John Mullins for the Victoria, and proceeded slowly
and anxiously up stream. The steamer draws 3 feet,
and at the bow a man with a leadstick continually
calls the soundings. He pokes into the water a long
bamboo on which feet and inches are marked. He
calls 4 feet, 31 feet and then 3 feet. The Telugu cap-
tain gesticulates wildly and gives multitudinous orders,
all of which are repeated in a shrill voice by a boy,
who appears delighted with our parlous state. After
3 feet are called we see the yellow sands below us.
We hang for one moment on the apex of disaster, and
finally clear the sand bank and go on. 'We then passed
another alluvial island, and learnt that the tobacco
grown here is not all sent to Burmah to be made into
cigars, but that part is manufactured in the district
into cheroots, which sell for a shilling a hundred. A
specimen cheroot is heing examined, when the man
with the leadstick again calls excitedly * mark three,”
the captain again gesticulates, the crew follow the
captain’s lead, and the Vicéoria runs hard wpon a sand
bank, whereon the boy jumps on the starboard paddle-
box, and calls aloud to the Jokn Mullins *“ Hi! jalli-
boatoo.”

We reverse the engines and resort to every possible
means of getting off, but at last accept the fact of
shipwreck and take, as the boy at first suggested, to
the ¢ jalliboatoo” or jolly-boat, and make for the John

L L
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Mullins which was puffing backwards and forwards in
momentary expectation of grounding like ourselves.
It was of no use to be established safely on board the
Jokn Mullins without our Kkitchen-boat, which was
attached to the Victoria. So we tried to get her off,
and finally did, though we were within an ace of
losing her in the rapid current. But we did not
desert the Vicforia in her troubles, and waited till
some 200 coolies with infinite chattering and impos-
sible delay came and pulled her off the bank. Then
our flotilla again proceeded on its way, but all hope
of getting up to the gorge, nearly 50 miles from
Rajamundry, within the day, had to be abandoned.
Luckily for us a camp had been arranged, at which
we were to have halted on the way back, some six
miles beyond the scene of our shipwreck. We spent
the night there, and shipwrecked mariners never fared
so well before. The fact is the shoals change almost
hourly, and we were lost in a passage that had been
explored and pronounced safe the day before.

Next morning we rose at cockerow, at junglecock
crow,—a very pleasant sound to hear all around your
camp—and started, this time in the Jokn Mullins, for
the gorge, which we commenced to enter directly after
leaving the camp. The river here winds through low
hills rising to a maximum height of 2,800 feet and
clothed from top to bottom in green and feathery
forests of bamboo. When you have rounded a conical
hill you find in front of you a long low range of moun-
tains from which seemingly there is no outlet. The
gcenery consequently resembles a succession of peace-

.
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ful mountain lakes, at such times as this at any rate
when the river is not in flood. Sir Charles Trevelyan
has likened it to the Rhine, and Sir Mountstuart Grant
Duff compares ‘the gorge to the iron gates of the
Danube,—a comparison the felicity of which is attested
by Lord Connemara. One of our passengers suggests
the English lakes, and it cerfainly seems to resemble
them rather than the Rhine.. The complete solitude
of the surroundings is of such a character as to make
the ¢ castled crags’ of the Rhine appear quite populous.
As to the English lakes, the presence of palms and
bamhoos seems to me to give the scenery an unmistak-
ably tropical appearance. I do mnot kmow why any
one river should necessarily be compared with some
other river, or some other scene in which water plays
a part, but to follow the example of the distinguished
personages named above, and to institute a comparison,
I would say that each successive reach of the river as
you approach the gorge resembles the solitary mountain
lakes of Japan in general, and that of Chiuzenjee m
particular. From Sirawaka to Kolur, a distance of
four miles more or less, the channel is not more than
300 yards wide and the waters of the Godavari col-
lected in an area of upwards of 115,000 square miles,
and swollen on their course of 800 miles by innumer-
able affluents, roll down this narrow mountain gorge
between two walls of hills rising, but not precipitously,
to nearly 3,000 feet in height and clothed from top to
bottom in bamboos and scrub jungle, the vegetation
reaching right down to the high water-mark of the
river, visible some 30 feet above us on the rocks.

[
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Even here, however, there is nothing grand or stu-
pendous in the scene, nothing at all resembling the
cafions of the Rocky Mountains, or even approaching
in beauty and effect the gorge of bare white marble
rocks through which the Nerbudda rushes, near Meer
Gunj, about 400 miles north as the crow flies. The
scenery is beautiful and its solitude most striking ; but
those who want a grand effect should visit it, as I
believe they cannot well do, when the great river is
in flood. Beyond the gorge the Godavari enters an
open country again, and an effort was made at a cost
of £700,000 to make it navigable during its course
through the Central Provinces,—a project which has
been finally abandoned.

On the way back we got a shot at some crocodiles
sunning themselves on one of the islands, and we
accomplished the whole distance, of 50 miles more or
less, from the top of the gorge to Rajamundry in a
pleasant and at times somewhat exciting voyage of
eleven hours. We had become so callous to shipwreck
that we eat breakfast in the barge we were towing, while
the hapless Victoria behind us was again being taken
off a bank by crowds of chattering coolies.

During the greater part of this journey we were
in the Agency tracts of the Godavari, a wild uneivil-
ized region, in which the ordinary Civil Courts are not
established, and where penal fiscal laws are not in
force. On the left bank of the river stretches the
Rumpa country where a little local mismanagement
was magnified in 1879, into an ‘interesting little
sebellion’ for so it was described at the time in the

TOURS IN INDIA.



, Q@L

TOURS IN INDIA. 26

English newspapers. The fact is that the disturbance
was one with which a strong body of Police could
have coped, and the Agent to the Governor in the
Godavari of that day—a great scholar and mathema-
tician—was reported in the neighbouring hill tracts of
Vizagapatam, where I was serving at the time, to have
ridden through the disturbed country alone on his
elephant, clothed in a black frockcoat and wearing
a black silk hat. This was his usual wear in all
weathers, However that may be, the country is per- |
fectly quiet and the people are quite contented now.
The leader in this little war was finally caught, owing
to his faithful attendance at a trysting place, where
like other warriors he was welcomed by a fair, but I
believe in this case not faithless, one, for she did not
betray him. Mr. Martindale, or Lord Guillamore, or
some other officer employed in pacifying Rumpa at
the time, should write a popular account of this little
rebellion, for it has been dignified with the name.
The country is superlatively interesting, and, like the
people, little known. Nor I believe has any narra-
tive of the disturbance been published. That of Mr.
Carmichael is confidential.
We heard many things, official and unofficial, of
Rumpa and the surrounding regions from the Collector.
. It is well known that in past times human sacrifices
were annually offered in these hill tracts to Kali, the
goddess of evil, and it is within the Collector’s own
experience that, not long since, in one of the largest
towns the people kept a man for a week in a cage
before & temple where & festival was being celebrated.
On the seventh day they shaved the head of a sheep,
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dressed it up in man’s clothing, took the man out of
the cage before the goddess, and then offered the
sheep as a sacrifice saying, ¢ Receive O ! Kali! such
an offering as in these times we are able to make to
thee.” At the same time it must be remembered that
this tale is only characteristic of a particular wild
and uncivilized tract, the people of which would be
described now by the neighbouring inhabitants of the
plains, very much as they are in the national Indian
epics, as demons, monkeys and monsters. Yet are
the hill-people, in spite of their former leaning towards
human sacrifices, and their readiness to kill their
enemies, in other respects by no means a blood-thirsty
or savage race. They must, outside of courts at any
rate, be judged by their own standard, and no judicial
officer who has had to try them for the murders which
they not infrequently commit, has not felt that the law
which he applies, was created in, and is applicable to,
another world than that of the simple and primitive
hillmen. It is not long since the priest of one of their
temples sat out in the jungle for a week, and coming
back with a cane, of which many grew in the forest,
alleged that he had been in communication with the
deity, who had given him the stick. The production
of the wand proved the truth of his assertion, and as
he prophesied a good time for the hillmen, who would
soon have the country for themselves, he was speedily
joined by a little band of adherents, who plundered and
burnt the police station, and spent a week in a state
of pygmy rebellion, and at the expiry of that time
quietly handed themselves over to the authorities.
These people are in every way the greatest possible
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contrast to the inhabitants of the plains. They have
- no caste, and they worship the spirits of the mountains,
and a tutelary god who protects them from the ravages
of tigers. They revere, nay worship their ances-
tors, like the Chinese. They believe in one Supreme
God, like the Christian. They regard heaven as a
large and strong fort where there is an abundance of
rice that defies the vicissitudes of seasons, and they
picture hell to themselves as a place where an iron
crow ever gnaws away the flesh of the sinner. Mean-
while at Rajahmundry, within a day’s journey, the
people are highly educated, take the most complex
and metaphysical views of religion and philosophy,
and boycott on all sides, one or two people, who-are
endeavouring to promote the remarriage of Hindu
widows. There are 50 miles between Rajahmundry
and Rumpa, and a whole world between the inhab-
itants of either locality. When travelling in these hill
tracts myself some years ago, I remember hearing of
the murder, by a hillman, of his child, to which he had
been much attached. The man was brought down to
the coast for trial, and in his defence, said he had lived
and cultivated for some forty years. The day after
that child was born, he had met a tiger, but thought
little of it. The next day he met the tiger again,
which disturbed his mind. On the third day he saw
the tiger a third time. Then he knew that the child
was at the bottom of it, and sorely against his will, he
was obliged to put it out of the way. Far away in
the Andaman Isles, this poor man expiates his offence,
and speculates vaguely as to the reasons which induced
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the Englishman to view his misfortune as a crime.
‘Witcheraft flourishes in these jungles, and but for the
Police, witches’ teeth would be extracted, and witches
would be ducked in ponds, according to the approved
prescriptions observed in such cases alike in East and
West.

Travelling by steamer on the Godavari, we are re-
minded of another incident of the so-called ¢ Rumpa
rebellion.” A band of “rebels” took one of the little
river steamers from the Police, who fled for reinforce-
ments, but on going back found that the victorious
hillmen had been scared by the whistle, which they
took for the devil, when one of them with the curio-
sity of ignorance had pulled the string, and let loose
the steam fiend.

These steamers belong to the Irrigation Depart-
ment, but fleets of private boats ply on river and canal,
and carry passengers at ridiculously low rates. Com-
petition has reached such a pitch that rival carriers
are said to take passengers occasionally, not only for
nothing, but also to give them bananas to eat on the
way. Nothing like this has yet been exhibited in
England, though occasionally you ecan go from San
Franeisco to New York for the price of a journey from
London to Edinburgh, from causes similar to those
which operate here.

Next morning, drums were beaten at 4 o’cloek in
a neighbouring temple, in honour of the deity, the noise
also serving as an unwelcome reveille to ourselves.
There was plenty to do in the day, but no need to get
up #0 early. The Governor visited the jail in the
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morning, discussed with the Doctor and the Superin-
tendent, the recent report on its health, and saw car-
penters, smiths, potters, weavers, carpet, cloth and
boot-makers, tailors, dyers, washermen, sawyers, wool-
spinners, and oil-pressers, all engaged in their
several occupations, and looking, for convicts, tolerably
contented and comfortable.

The hospital too was not ds full as we had ex-
pected. The winds, which blow over the feverish
hills between the coast and the Central Provinces, are
laden apparently with fever germs, and counteract and
combat, sometimes only too successfully, the health-
giving breezes from the coast. There were only 18
sick in jail, however, out of a population of 530.
After the jail, the banks of the river had to be in-
spected at a point where a retaining wall is con-
sidered necessary, and sundry defects in the ferry
steamer were investigated from her decks.

A visit was also paid to the girls’ school founded
by the Maharajah of Vizianagrum, but now main-
tained partly by Government, and partly by the very
small fees paid for fmition. These children were,
somewhat absurdly, made by their masters to petition
for higher education, the continual articulate ery of
the masters and the few pupils, as against the inarti-
culate and real want of the masses.

The excise system, under which a duty is collected
upon every gallon of spirits passed into consumption,
and which is the only satisfactory method of raising
the duty and restricting the consumption, has not yet
been introduced into the Godavan district. The effect

MM



of the introduction of the excise system in those parts
of the Presidency in which it is in force, has been to
increase taxation, and to obtain trustworthy statistics
of consumption, which were never available under the
previously existing farming system. In this district,
however, it has been the custom to distil country
spirits from toddy, which is furnished by every
palmyra and date tree in the country. Speaking
generally, a similar state of things only exists in four
districts of the Presidency, and in such, the consump-
tion is believed to have been larger than in the others,
the difficulty of regulating it being obviously enor-
mous, when the materials for distillation exist in every
tree. For the present it is intended to collect the
revenue by a tax upon every tree from which toddy is
drawn, to reduce the number of stills and by thus
concentrating manufacture, to pave the way for the
introduction of the excise system into this and the few
other districts, in which the right of manufacturing
spirits is still farmed out.

Next morning, Friday, we passed the headworks
of the Eastern Delta, and down the canal to Ellore.
The banks are not very high, and on either side we
could see a flat country covered with the stubble of
reaped crops, and dotted with strawricks. Here and
there, a herd of cattle crossing the canal would get
entangled in our convoy, but they seemed to go under
the boats, or between them and the steam tug, and
we believed that we killed or injured not one head
of cattle. Between Ellore and the sea, is the Colair
Lake, & great depression between the higher deltas of
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the Kistna and the Godavari, which may yet be filled
up in the course of ages by their surplus silt.

At Ellore His Excellency experienced a very enthu-
siastic reception, this remote town once the capital of
the Northern Circars being seldom visited by Gov-
ernors. A chorus of cholera horns on the banks of the
canal had a very startling effect, and an extraordinary
number of drums were collected.

The address as usual expressed gratitude for irri-
gation received, and for railroads to come, praised His
Excellency for investigating the Ganjam famine on
the spot in the height of the hot weather, and made
sundry requests concerning local matters, all of which
were investigated, but none of which need be further
referred to here. In reply to an application for an-
other high school, the Giovernor took the opportunity
to commend to the attention of the Municipal Couneil,
primary education as being of far greater importance,
and to urge on their attention the necessity of educat-
ing their women. Carpet-making, for which other
towns in the south of India are now famed, was
originally introduced into Ellore by Persians who
came there from the Court of the Mussulman Kings
of Goleonda, whither they had migrated from Persia,
We went to see a carpet being made, and admired the
lightning celerity with which the long lean fingers of
the manufacturers inserted the warp of many colours
between the multitudinous threads of the stationary
woof. These carpets sell for sums varying from 8 to
12 rupees a yard, according to quality, and are still
laxgely exported to London. The Mussulmans told
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me that the honour and glory of ‘this manufacture was
Persian, that they were poor men, and did not make
more than a bare sufficiency by their labour.

‘We slept in the boats and made next day our last
canal journey, from Ellore to Bezwada. This mode
of travelling is extremely comfortable. You have a
good-sized room in which to read, write or sleep, you
can travel along sidewalks to the bow of your boat,
and then jump, probably across the bdaflerie de cuisine,
into the next boat where you find an excellent break-
fast or luncheon, as the case may be. You can stop
the boats and get out and walk under shady avenues
whenever you like. In fact, it is a luxurious but
very lazy life. A constant amusement is to watch the
native captain, the chief engineer, and the boy of the
steam tug. The captain calls out ¢ half a spade’ (half
speed) or ‘stap her’ (stop her) or ‘eaz or’ (ease her),
and the little boy repeats it all in a shrill tenor
through the speaking tube to the chief engineer, these
nautical terms getting very much modified and altered
as they are repeated from mouth to mouth. All the
crew are clothed in blue serge with red handkerchiefs
tied round their waists and on their heads, and they
look extremely smart.

At midday we could see the low hills through
which the Kistna winds to the head of the delta. It
is in this hilly country that the Pitt and Regent
diamonds were found, and it is believed that it was
here that Sindbad the Sailor saw the Hindus ecast
lumps of flesh into a valley, which the eagles and
vultures might bear back encrusted with diamonds.
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This myth, as Mr. Mackenzie tells us in his District
Manual, has-been repeated by Marco Polo in the
thirteenth, and Nicolo Conti in the fifteenth, centuries,
and it has been supposed that the Hindu custom of
| sacrificing animals to propitiate malevolent spirits
gave rise to the story. The same region abounds in
marble. We learnt that the agents of the Deccan
Mining Company were examining the ground for
diamonds, and the Governor received a petition from
some ryots begging that the marble might be removed
to places where the people are ‘“much fond of
stones” for building.

After luncheon we got out and walked along the
shore of the canal, which is flanked by avenues of
banyans and groves of gigantic tamarinds. Within six
miles of Bezwada we came upon a tom-tom telephone.
| This is a long succession of drums at intervals of a
| quarter of a mile. As soon as the Governor’s boat
i appears, the first man' strikes a drum, and the next

man carries it on, and so it goes from drum to drum,
till the sound at last reaches Bezwada. On this ocea-
sion, however, one link in the telephone was either
deaf or sleepy, and we came upon the Collector
before he knew that we were near. As you approach
Bezwada, several navigable irrigation canals take off
from the main, and just within sight of the town, we
turned down the Masulipatam canal to the charming
eamp in which Mrs. Arundel received the party.

Next morning we all visited the anicut. Bezwada
is the head of the Kistna, as Dowlaishweram is the
head of the Godavari, delta. 1In both cases a high
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alluvial tract stretches away, for a distance varying
from 40 to 60 miles, to the sea, but the anicut of the
Kistna is situated in a more picturesque and beautiful
spot than that of the Godavari. The river here is
three-quarters of a mile wide, and it passes between
two barren conical hills which rise on either side of
the stream like abutment piers, from which the great
dam takes off on either side. Water is just now, of
course, low in the river, but looking up the stream the
effect is that of an immense lake bounded on all sides,
except that whence you look, by low picturesque hills.
At sunset when the red light is fading from the sky,
these distant hills are hardly distinguishable from
low-lying clouds, and the expanse of water before you
seems almost illimitable. It is broken, however, at a
distance of three-quarters of a mile from the dam, by
a round little islet covered with forest, the Innis-
fallen, to continue my comparison, of the lake. We
crossed the river above the anicut in the steam-tug
Alezandra, walked a short distance and then ran along
a material line in a trolly to Tadipalle, where the
temporary terminus of the Bellary-Kistna State Rail-
way is for the present hung up in a jungle. We
hear on all sides complaints on this score. Doubtless
there is objection to building a permanent station
near the river bank now, when it has not been decided
at what point the bridge shall be made, but it must
be three or four years before the bridge can be com-
pleted, and meanwhile the temporary tin station *

# This has been done. See Chapter XTII.
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might as easily be placed near the bank of the river,
where produce is unladen, as three miles away. As
produce has now to be unshipped and put into carts
to get to the station, traders think it just as well to
let the carts to go on to Guntur, 17 miles, and this
they do, whereby the railway loses much business,
and gains much abuse. A crowd of traders that fol-
lowed us as we . walked along, loudly protested.
Meanwhile we learnt at the station that they had no
goods traffic, but that an average of 150 passengers a
day left Bezwada to travel down the line, which at
present is open only so far as Cumbum, whence there
1s & gap * of 66 miles to Nandyal, whence again com-
munication is complete with the Madras Railway at
Guntakal. The Governor was anxious not only that a
temporary station should be made on the river bank,
but also that if possible a tram line might be continued
to a place below the anicut where the ferry boats ply.
Paddle boats they are, worked by men and not by
steam. Goods and produce of course necessarily pass
the river above the anicut, where the canals on either
side take off.

Near the railway station we saw for the first time
Singareni coal, which had a dull shaley appearance,
and none of the sparkle of Welsh black diamonds.

Over the anicut of Bezwada the Kistna rolls in
flood far more rapidly than does its sister stream at
Dowlaishweram. Its flood discharge is 761,000 cubic
feet per second containing enough solid matter to

® Communication is now open all through to Guntakal,
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deposit silt of one foot over five square miles. The
anicut was chiefly built by Colonel Orr, a lieutenant
~of Sir Arthur Cotton of Godavari fame, and here, as
there, forced labour was largely used. The dam is
1,300 yards in length, and 20 feet above the bed of
the stream, 348 miles of navigable and 800 miles of
unnavigable canals distribute its waters, and over
these canals goods valued at £740,000 annually pass.
The total cost of dam and distribution works is about
£834,000, and the number of acres irrigated is
400,000. Here as in the Godavari, a large extent of
land belonging to zemindars is irrigated gratis. Such
lands are those which obtained water from the river
prior to the construction of the new works. They had
consequently an equitable claim not to be placed in a
worse position, than that in which they were before,
and as a matter of fact, they are placed in a much
better position. There is consequently a disposition
to class as ‘ancient customary cultivation’ as much
irrigated land as possible. We asked the Superin-
tending Engineer what was the amount of these lands,
to which that officer replied that ‘the amount of
ancient eultivation was annually increasing.’ Before
going home to breakfast, we drove round the town,
and saw various improvements which Mr. Arundel
has been carrying out with funds partly supplied by
Government and partly by the Municipality, with a
view to providing for the future requirements of this
important town, which surely has a great future
before it.
Arrived at camp, we found the makers of toys and
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chintzes parading their wares. No muslins, however,
were brought up for inspection. Since the publica- .
tion of ‘“ Hobson Jobson,” we know that the fabric
took its name from Mosul, the modern site of ancient
Nineveh, and not from Maisolia, or the country about
Masulipatam. However, Masulipatam is no longer
famous for mushns, and the exports of chintzes and
coloured cloths, which still are made, have fallen from
£50,000 to £5,000. Such musling as are now pro-
duced are moreover coarse in‘texture. The trade in
chintzes 1s steady, but owing to their high cost, the
purely hand-painted cloths are seldom made now. A
cheaper description is manufactured, the outlines of
the designs being stamped by blocks and the inter-
mediate colours filled in by hand. I do not know
what are the ‘“best and most delicate buckrams” of
which Marco Polo says ‘““in sooth they look like the
tissue of a spider’s web, there is no king or queen in
the world but might be glad to wear them;” but
pretty silk handkerchiefs are made at Jaggammapet,
where the raw silk is worked up. \

Among the exports of this district is one of small
importance, which, none the less, commands attention.
We often read of halecyon weather, and semetimes,
for instance in ¢ Marius the Epicurean,’ the beautiful
tale that hangs thereby, but we seldom hear of
haleyon’s feather as an article of commerce.. None
the less, are kingfishers destroyed in this distriet for
their plumage, destined, it is believed, to take part
in the triumphs of London and Parisian milliners.

On Sunday we rested and went to church, and in

NN
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the evening, the dew rained very hard in the camal,
so that some of us were more or less drenched in the
house-boats, which we inhabit just below the tents.
Before we could get up, Lord Marsham and I were
interviewed from the banks by a woman of Bourbon,
who explained in fluent French that she was ship-
wrecked, and, in short, wanted her passage paid back
to the Isle of France.

On Monday morning the Governor received and
answered no less than four addresses from the Hindus
and Mussulmans of Bezwada, and from the inhab-
itants of Guntur and Masulipatam. Speaking within
sound of the water rippling over the great Kistna
dam, the reader of each address in twrn expressed
gratitude to the British Government for the construc-
tion of that great irrigation work.

The chief subject however referred to was railway
communication. The inhabitants of the district whe
have an earnest and able advocate in Mr. Arundel,
urged that a branch of the new East Coast line should
be made from Masulipatam to Bezwada, through the
rich country of the delta, and from Guntur through
the cotton country to meet the Cuddapah-Nellore
famine protective line at the last mentioned town.
His Excellency in reply urged the necessity of any
extension from Bezwada to Madras being broad gauge,
in order that eventually a through broad-gauge com-
munication along the coast, might be established
between Madras and Caleutta. The Kistna bridge,
sanction for the commencement of which by an happy
accident was communicated at Bezwada, is to be made
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so as to allow of its carrying a broad-gauge. line, and
the East Coast Railway thence through the Northern
Circars to Cuttack, and by the Bengal-Nagpur line to
Calcutta, will, it is hoped, be completed upon the
same gauge. , .
Opportunity was taken by the Governor to praise
one municipality, and to admonish another. Several
engineering questions were raised, which had been
considered ¢ sifu, and were now to stand over till
after the visit of the Chief Engineer for Irrigation.
His Excellency dwelt upon the great future there was
before this town which already shows signs of great
commercial activity, and is being brought up by Mr.
Arundel and his assistants, so as to be able to take
the position which it is expected to fill in the world,
situated as it is at the head of the rice-producing
delta with a country rich in minerals at its back, and
coal, gold, marble and diamonds around it awaiting the
successful ezploitewr. More than this ; to the list may
be added garnets, agate, iron, mica and chalcedony.
The afternoon was taken up by a reception af
which were present, besides the European officers
and zemindars, Mr. Furdonjee Jamshedjee and Mr.
Stevens who came as a deputation from the Minister
of Hyderabad on behalf of His Highness the Nizam,
to conduct His Excellency to Hyderabad territory, 20
miles up the railway. The levée over, the Governor
and Mr. Arundel elimbed up a high hill to visit
Myr. Harrison, the clergyman, who comes from King’s
Lynn, and to see Bezwada from a high, place. Close
to Mr. Harrison’s house, is an ancient Buddhist cave
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temple. Lord Marsham, Mr. Wolfe-Murray, and I
climbed up the still higher telegraph hill on the left
bank of the river, from which the anicut takes off.
Half-way up is a temple of Kali, the goddess of
evil before the outer portico of which we were not
allowed to pass. The Brahmin priest spoke very
apologetically of the slaughter of cocks, of which there
was ample evidence on the steps leading to the temple.
In the south of the Madras Presidency, you would
not, I think, find a Brahmin priest in a Kali temple,
or a Brahmin connected with any bloody sacrifice.
From the top of the hill, you see that all the houses
of the town are tiled. This in India is a token at
once of prosperity and security. Only comparatively
rich people build tiled houses, and in former days a
tiled house, which was the exception, was always the
one that was chosen to loot. Now-a-days in the
Kistna people can not only be rich, but can afford to

appear so.

From the top of the hill, telegraph wires start on
a long and unsupported journey to the summit of the
hill on the other side of the dam across the river.
Besides the telegraph wires a thick cable spans the
stream. I know nothing about the theory of strains,
or the behaviour of a mile of wire, but when Mr.
Wolfe-Murray and I sat upon this cable and tried
with all our united strengths to shake it, we failed.
After giving up all hope of moving it several minutes
later we found that we had produced an impression,
for we were nearly shaken off the wire by a violent
and irregular vibration, returning we supposed from
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the other side. Descending the hill we found two
religious devotees sitting on the dam surrounded by
an admiring erowd. They were squatting on the
ground with their backs against the wall, and singing
hymns with immense energy and infinite gesticulation.
One was fair and one was dark. The dark man was
simple and serious, the fair man was a born comedian,
and as he called on the gods in a prolonged breathless
rhapsody he seemed quite pleased when we were
unable to restrain an occasional smile, and delighted
when all his audience laughed outright. Then we
sculled down stream, in the canal of course, to camp,
dined there for the last time, and left it by steamer
to attend a native entertainment before joining the
special train in which we were to sleep.

The illuminations in the evening were singularly
beautiful. The canal here is not a dull stagnant
water-way, but a broad and flowing stream of fresh
water 100 yards wide flanked on either side by green
banks on which are avenues of trees, whose shade at
night made dark and unreflecting two lateral streaks
of water-way, and caused the remaining moon-silvered
middle streak to appear the brighter by contrast.
Turning the corner before the bridge at the dam is
reached, we saw up stream a town of lights hanging
over its left bank, and perched in part upon a hill,
lighted up in contour behind it. Along the wharves
hundreds of barges and house-boats literally ¢ burnt
on the water’ and as you neared the end of the canal,
and approached the terminal lock and bridge of the
water-way, it sccmed that the steam launch entered
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an aqueous passage roofed with fiery stalactites, which
as you approached them more nearly, were broken
into tremulous sections across the launch’s bow. Then
as red and blue lights burned, the banks crowded
with dense masses of natives were revealed, and now
and again the towers of the temple stood out in lurid
light against the dark and precipitous hill.

Before leaving Bezwada, it may be as well to
briefly notice one or two subjects of public interest
connected with the administration. The liquor licens-
ing system resembles, throughout half the district,
that of the Godavari, that is to say, country spirits
are distilled from toddy, and arrangements have been
made by which a fee will be levied on every palm
tree tapped, the privilege of selling such country
spirits being sold by auction. In half the district the
excise system is in force and it will be extended
during this year over a still larger area. Under this
system a distillery is established at Bezwada, and the
distiller has the exclusive right of manufacture, and
wholesale sale of country spirits which are distilled
from coarse sugar. The liquor is taxed before it
leaves the distillery, and it must be recorded, that it
is generally drunk undiluted, as is believed to be the
rule with the Indian dram-drinker.

Turning now to the Agricultural Loans Act. In
the whole of this large district it has been brought
into use in less than a dozen cases. Various reasons
are assigned for this abstention, but it is quite suffi-
cient that natives hate the preciseness and punetuality
of our mrangements for repayment, They are mnot
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peculiar in this respect; for everywhere a sense of

~ benefit derived from a past loan is apt to be dissipated
by the annoyance of present repayment. It is said
that the Russian Government by no means gained
any popularity with the serfs, on whose behalf it
carried out the great measure of emancipation.

In the Kistna district the house-tax has been
gradually introduced into seventeen village unions, at
rates as low as 7 or 1 of the maximum. The tax does
not appear to have met with much opposition. The
Collector reports, regarding self-government in general,
that a keen interest is felt in the subject, and that
taxes are paid with greater readiness, when imposed
by the Municipal Council, or the District Board, or
the local Punchayets, than they would be if imposed
by any single official. He observes, however, that the
persevering gratuitous work given to such matters in
England is wanting here. Mr. Arundel also informed
the Governor that the value of the services of mid-
wives attached to the district dispensaries was being
recognized and appreciated, one proof among many of
progress in this rapidly advancing district.

We slept in His Highness the Nizam’s beautiful
and comfortable railway saloons, and after sunrise trav-
elled through scrub jungle of cassia and acacia, and
past fields of sorghum and castor-oil, to Kummumett,
the capital of the most eastern district of the Nizam’s
dominions. The villages and the villagers here are
just like those of our Telugu country. The houses are
thatched, and you do not see the flat mud roofs which
are characteristic of other parts of the Decean. At
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eleven o’clock we reached Yellandupad, the next
station beyond Singareni, from which the mines take
their name. Here we were met by Nawab Badr-ud-
Dowlah, whose particular business it is, on behalf of
the Nizam, to meet on the frontier all distinguished
visitors. Here too were Mr. Lowinski, the Agent of
the Deccan Mining Company, and other officials and
employés of the mines. Close to the platform was an
archway raised on two buttresses of Singareni coal,
ornamented with sprigs of yellow-flowering cassia.

It is difficult to travel from British into native
territory without speculating and enquiring as to the
relative condition of the ryots in either case, and on all
occasions there seems much reason to believe that the
difference between their economic and social condition
is probably very small: An official who has lived on
the frontier of several Native States will notice that it
hardly occurs to the inhabitants on either side to
compare the conditions of British and native rule, and
that migrations from one to the other are not very
frequent, nor are they all by any means immigrations
into British territory. The fact is that it is the condi-
tion of the country that determines the condition of
the ryot, and he is probably not more taxed on the
whole in the native than in the British territory. He
may pay a higher land tax, but he does not pay
various cesses for the different services of civilization.
In one respect, however,—and that the most import-
ant—there is a great difference. The British Govern-
ment spends a large proportion of its revenues in
developing the districts, in making roads, railways



and irrigation works. Thus indirectly, if not directly,
its ryots are infinitely better off than those of Native
States.

The mines at Singareni are situated in a vast, but
not thick, jungle of teak and satinwood. At present
there are seven workings and the output amounts to
600 tons a day. The Governor and his party went
down one incline. They work here by inclines and
not by shafts, chiefly because the seams are so near
the surface. We descended 650 feet to get to a depth
of 100 feet, and struck the seam very soon after
entering the tunnel. The extraction of coal is com-
paratively easy and inexpensive, the roof is very good
and does mot require to be timbered, there is very
little water, and the coal is so slightly gaseous that
naked lights are used all over the works. The coal is
very clean and of extremely good quality, and burns
better than that of the Bengal coal-fields. It fetches
from Rs. 3/8 to Rs. 6 a ton at the pit’s mouth or
rather at the incline head ; but the cost of carriage'is
80 enormous that it cannot be sold in Bombay under
Rs. 22, and so cannot ‘at present compete there with
English eoal. It is expected and hoped that the rates
will soon be lowered, after which it is anticipated that
the expensive and effective machinery will be fully
occupied. Just now the direction have to refuse large
contracts.

An article in the London 7%mes of Friday, Decem-
ber 6th, gquotes largely from reports by Mr., William
Morgans, kindly fu_rnished to us, who says that the
Singareni mines produce an excellent steam coal, hard,
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and possessed of fairly good qualities for withstanding
exposure to weather. Had the coal mines stood alone
so as to be under the obligation to pay interest on the
£61,000 expended upon their individual needs only,
they would at the present moment be paying over
20 per cent. supposing that the expenditure has not
exceeded £61,000 and that the output is 600 tons a
day. Even if the latest expenditure on machinery be
included, at the present rate of output it is probable
that the return from the coal mine is not less than 18
per cent., but this calculation is only given for what it
may be worth. As it is, however, the produce of the
mines have to provide interest on one million pounds
sterling, the whole capital of the Company. The
diamondiferous and auriferous regions of the State
have, however, yet to be worked, and in regard to
gold, at any rate, the Company is very hopeful. ~ Mr.
Lowinski, its experienced Agent, is convinced that
diamonds will pay. It is reported, however, that the

manner and circumstances of the distribution of these
precious stones have yet to be ascertained. They have
been found quite lately in a formation of a derivative
character and search is being prosecuted for original
diamond-bearing strata. ~Mr. Morgans hazards an
interesting conjecture apropos of the much discussed
question whether the natives exhausted the old works
or not, before they left them. He discovered unmis-
takable evidence that in old workings the ancients
\depended largely on the use of underground fires for
loosening the quartz in their drives. Ie thinks the
expense of fuel might have stopped the mines, but on
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the whole believes that the wars with which the
Deccan has been continuously afflicted in times past,
have chiefly brought about this effect. That is very
likely, but probably in the fact that the labourers
were seldom paid for their labour lies the most likely
explanation. They were driven to work and rigorously
searched to see they took nothing away, and had no
interest in finding gold or diamonds, in the profits of
which they would not participate, and the labour of
finding which they alone had unrequited to experience.
Mr. Morgans found the country between the Kistna
and Tungabadra riddled with ancient diggings and
superficial mines, and considers these fields to be_of
the same geological character as,. but of far greater
extent than, the gold fields of Kolar, whose star
apparently is now in the ascendant. Meanwhile the
assays of Raichore quartz are said to be encouraging,
while Oregaum crushings are altogether phenomenal.
British India generally and Madras more particularly
cannot but profit by the development of the industrial
resources of the Deccan, as Lord Connemara said in
answering the Nizam's toast proposing his health. It
is somewhat extraordinary how little interest is taken
in Southern India in the gold mining and other indus-
tries of Mysore and the Deccan, a passing reference to
which may be allowed.

We awoke on New Year’'s day to find ourselves
climbing up the grassy uplands of the Deccan plateau
in a frosty misty morning. Three blankets and a
sheet were just enough to keep you warm in bed.

At the station at Hyderabad the Rgsident, Mr.



Fitzpatrick, the Minister Nawab Sir Asman Jah, the
Amir-i-Kabir Sir Khursheed Jah, the General Com-
manding the Division, and many other officers and
sirdars assembléd to meet the Governor, who presently
drove off with the Minister through streets lined with
troops, Hindu and Mussulman, Abyssinian and Arab,
reformed and unreformed. The morning was spent
in receiving visits from His Highness the Nizam and
His Excellency the Minister, and in returning the
Nizam’s visit. »

Every one knows Hyderabad and every one knows
that the drive to the palace is very interesting, through
Chudderghaut, over the river, the dry bed of which is
now cultivated with melons, under the archway, down
the long street to the Char Minar, and on down the
narrow passage, and into the palace, a quadrangle of
pillared halls surrounding a raised masonry lake of
water. In the evening at the banquet the palace
looked even better than in the day. The pillared halls
were filled with countless lights reflected in glass
chandeliers, and the gardens and courtyards were lit
up by thousands of oil-tumblers, as also was the long
narrow street bounded by two high windowless walls,
through which you drive to gain access to the court-
yard. The houses and gardens of the Nizam, and of
the great Hyderabad nobles are of enormous extent
and consist of many squares and quadrangles all sur-
rounded by high walls. Besides the two squares we
saw on either side of the Banqueting Hall, and many
others of the like character, there is a park within the
precinets of the Char Mahala in which no less than
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200 deer live. Many of the great nobles were present
at dinner. In the familiar use of their titles we forget
as a rule their meanings, which, however, are full of
interest, One is “the equal of the sun in state, the
great noble” ; another is “the best of the nobles”;
a third the ornament of the peerage”; a fourth
“ the light of the State” ; a fifth, ¢ its full moon” ; and
so on. In ‘“the Benefactor’’ we recognize a more
familiar appellation, and in the *‘ crown of battle” we
discover an old friend.

His Highness the Nizam himself was ¢ the Direc-
tor” or ¢ Administrator” of the country under the
Great Mogul, and so enjoys the privilege of possess-
ing a title held by no other Prince or King. Had he
been originally an independent Prince and not a
Viceroy he would probably have been ¢ The Shadow
of God ” like the Shah, or the ¢ Son of Heaven” like
the Emperor of China. After dinner there were
fireworks and illuminations. They understand this

*gort of thing infinitely well at Hyderabad, which
certainly is one of the greatest cities for entertain-
ments in the world. Many of the great cities of the
East have second names in which their more charac-
teristic features are brought out. For instance,
Ispahan is ‘half the world,’ Shiraz is ‘the seat of
learning,” Baghdad ‘is the abode of (heavenly) peace,’
and Hyderabad should be Dar-ul-Ziyafat, the city of
entertainments. The best illuminations are produced
by the simplest means, and nothing equals the mudpie
and earthen saucer system, whereby at the installation
of the present Nizam, the voad and the prominent




features of the landscape, on either side of it, were
marked out for many miles in little lights producing
an extremely beautiful effect. Just now the oil-
tumbler process appears to be in greater favour, but
it is not nearly so effective.

Next morning we rode with Nawab Afsar Jung,
the Commander of the Goleconda Brigade, to that
ancient fortress where within an outer wall, seven
miles in extent, six other lines of fortifications succeed
one amnother, the last forming the citadel, which
crowns the low rocky hill in the centre of the fortified
post. A garrison of 5,000 troops still occupies Gol-
conda, but while the art of war is encouraged, the arts
of peace are not neglected, and Nawab Afsar Jung has
introduced the manufacture of shawls with the aid of
instructors imported from Cashmere. His little son,
aged 10 years, rode a big horse at good hard gallop
from Hyderabad to Golconda and back, and also acted
as galloper to his father whenever any messages had
to be carried, or there was any duty to be done. He
rides wonderfully well, and promises to be as good a
horsemen, if possible, as his father. Most of the
Mussulman nobles of the Nizam’s Court are accom-
plished horsemen, and few of them are more at home
in the saddle than His Highness himself.

The newspapers to-day bring Mr. Bradlaugh’s
Congress speech, and this recalls the fact that the
people of Ellore, who informed us that they took no
interest in politics, have according to the Hindu
decreed an address and a casket to the ¢ Member for
India,” just as in another town visited during this
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tour 2 member of the Municipality, who did not agree
with his colleagues, desired to present an address on
behalf of a ‘sapha’ or assembly. These sabhas are
generally local congress agencies and very often consist
of the founder himself, assisted by one or two of his
friends. A not unusual combination is a schoolmaster
with his assistants, and a few boys. Of course there
are sabhas, which doubtless are much more representa-
tive institutions. Meanwhile those who are interested
in the congress will be interested in sidelights upon
its constitution, and these must be sought outside of.
large towns. '

Owing to indisposition, Lord Connemara unf01tu-
nately was not able to take part in the many enter-
tainments which were held, or proposed to be held in
his honour. Among these was a morning’s sport in
His Highness the Nizam’s reserves at Srinagar, where
a most enjoyable morning can be spent, shooting
black buck in an undulating rocky country affording
good cover to the stalker. Breakfast with the Nawab
Viear-ul-Omrah in his splendid new palace of Falak-
numah was also an entertainment His Excelleney
had to forego. This immense edifice is situated on
the top of a rocky hill, whence you obtain a magni-
ficent view of the Mir Alam tank on your left, and of
the fortress of Golconda beyond it. Before the palace
and below it, spreads the city of Hyderabad, like one
huge garden whence minarets and palaces emerge - at
intervals. Beyond, in the distance, the blue waters of
the Hoosain Saugor tank are just visible, and beyond
that again the rocky hillocks of Secunderabad, the




barracks of Trimulgherry, and the gleaming - walls of
distant Bolarum, - On the right is another lake, and
beyond it the preserves of Srinagar. This view is
one of great beauty, and the undulating plain, broken
by little hills and big boulders, is covered as far as
the eye can range with the Hyderabad of the present,
and the ruins and remains of Golconda, and its
suburbs, of the past. ,

A curious feature of the Vicar-ul-Omrah’s breakfast
recalled the four and twenty black birds that were
baked in a pie, of which we have all read in our
childhood. Some rather, but not suspiciously, large
<cakes were handed round, and as they were opened a
little amaduvad or wax-bill flew chirping out of each,
alighted on the flowers and shrubs with which the
table was covered, or flew about the ceiling and room,
As there were sixty guests, no less than five dozen
birds suddenly appeared and began to sing, when the
pies were opened.

The Governor obtained leave from the Minister, to
bring down to Madras for a while, two modellers to
teach their craft to a class in the School of Arts.
These men are descendants of some pupils of an
Italian, who came long ago to Lueknow, to decorate
the palace of the King. They are extremely clever,
but the art is said to be dying out in Northern India
and has yet to be introduced into the South.

Lord Connemara’s visit to Hyderabad concluded
with calls upon His Highness the Nizam and the
Resident, and on the evening of the 4th January we
regretfully left the capital of the Deccan, and after
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crossing the Tungabadra found ourselves once more in
Madras territories, where a Collector was waiting with ~ *
representations concerning the approaching settlement

of his district. :

The chief features of the present tour were irri-
gation, railway communications, and a consideration
of the future wants of the Kistna district, the most
urgent requirements of which are, the East Coast Rail-
way, with its proposed feeder lines from Bezwada to
Masulipatam and to Guntur and Nellore, the early
construction of the Kistna bridge, and immediate
provision for the requirements of traffic pending its
construction. Singareni coal mines, and the traffic of
His Highness the Nizam’s State Railway, are most
important factors in the future of the Kistna distriot,
and a return journey through Hyderabad—the most
direot route from Singareni to Madras—also afforded
an opportunity of accepting the invitation of His
Highness the Nizam to spend a few days at his capital.

We travelled in all 1,370 miles,—upwards of 300
by sea, upwards of 700 by rail, and upwards of 200
by river and canal. The canal travelling was an
agreeable novelty, and a most comfortable shipwreck
merely added zest to our adventures.

b
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ments, which were last year described by the President
Mr. Gantz as ‘the magnum opus of the Eurasian and
Anglo-Indian Association,” but no opportunity offered
until the spring of the present year. The President-
founder, Mr. D. S. White, in 1879 in his ¢ Guide to
the Eurasian and Anglo-Indian Villages,” described,
as the chief work of the Association, that ¢ of settling
“ Eurasians and Anglo-Indians on the soil, to lead
“ them into agricultural and industrial pursuits, and
* to remove for ever the feeling of anxiety as regards
“ their own future and that of their children.” Mr.
White was of opinion *that the true field of Indian
“ agriculture was still open and awaited the intro-
“duction of capital, energy, intelligence, improved
‘“ methods, and new industries.” He held that in
laying the foundation of the first settlement, the
Association was but ““laying the foundation of thou-
sands of others,” and in a monograph upon the land
scheme contained in the above mentioned Guide, it is
boldly asserted that of all callings ‘“that of the farmer
“is least exposed to the vicissitudes of fortune, and
¢“ that a few acres, with the belp of a small capital,
“ will feed a family generation after generation without
“ ever being exhausted.” A further perusal of the
¢ Guide ” shows that pisciculture, sericulture, viticul-
ture and agriculture were considered industries suitable
to the colonists, who were further to eke out their
incomes by keeping goats, pigs, sheep, by breeding
horses, ponies, and mules, and by raising vanilla,
tobacco, coffee, mushrooms, and arrowroot.

His Highness the Maharajah of Mysore granted to
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CHAPTER XII.

THE EURASTAN SETTLEMENTS OF WHITEFIELD
AND BAUSMOND.

Eunrasian problem—Whitefield and Sausmond—History of settlements—
Mr. D. 8. White—His *“ Guide Book'’ and project—Maharajah of
Mysore—Mr. Glenny’s report on Colonies—Sir Dennis Fitzpatrick’s
opinion—Mr. Gantz—QGovernor’s arrival at Kadgoodi—To Whitefield
—Settlers interviewed—8ir Oliver St. John—Address—Characteristic
yoldings—Sergeant Orooks—Leases of holdings—BSansmond—Results of
inspections.

A WELL-RENOWN writer has humourously deseribed the

difficulties of the Eurasian problem and the failure of

various projects for the employment of the race of
mixed blood, which has resulted from our occupation
of India. He represents a personage high in authority
as ““looking round the windy hills of S8imla and wonder-

ing why somebody does not make the East Indian a

high farmer.”

It might be said of many of Alberigh Mackay’s
sketches ¢ ridentem dicere verum quid vetat” and some-
body has tried to accomplish this supposed impossibility,
for on the table land of Mysore, 200 miles from Madras
and 15 from Bangalore are situated the Eurasian
Colonies of Whitefield and Sausmond, living memorials
of the energy and enterprise of the late Mr. D. 8.
‘White, who desired to make his brother East Indians
ordinary agriculturists, if not high farmers. The
Governor had long been anxious to visit these settle-
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the Association upwards of 3,000 acres of land in his
territories upon extremely favourable terms in regard
to the payment of assessment, and, in reply to its
address of thanks, warned its members that ¢ they
% gould never hope for anything more than the very
“ moderate return with which the industry of the
“ryot is rewarded, except as the result of increased
¢ labour, greater intelligence, and the application of
¢ geience and machinery.”

Mr. White’s ¢ Guide” contains monographs on

" all the professions, trades, and occupations which it
was considered the colonists might pursue, together
with plans of the villages and much miscellaneous
information.

In 1886 Mr. White again stated the main prinei-
ples of his scheme, which were these :—* To send the
¢ able-bodied destitute, old and young, only as labour-
“ erg to be fed and paid, leaving it to them by good
¢ conduct to rise to the level of settlers ; to send persons
¢ of slender means to carry on trades of various kinds,
“ giving them each one acre of land ; to send persons
“of sufficient, yet moderate, means to farm, giving
“ them allotments of land extending to 20 acres; to
¢ build houses and allow all settlers to purchase them
“by rent for a stated period; to open libraries and
¢ gchools and allow children to acquire a knowledge of
¢ yarious mechanical arts.”

The experiments made with paupers proved unsue-
cessful, but grants of lots of 20 acres were made to
several settlers possessed of independent means. In
Mr. White’s opinion the experiment in such cases
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turned out well and showed ¢ that industrious indi-
¢ viduals, by the expenditure of one or two thousand
¢ rupees, would lose nothing and gain a good deal by
¢ going into the land and by personally superintending
¢ their agricultural operations.” It is to this latter
expression of Mr. White’s views that attention is
chiefly directed, as it is obvious that he himself, when
he wrote this in 1886, was conscious that he had been
too sanguine in the views he originally entertained of
the future of these settlements. In his pamphlet of
1886, Mr. White further stated that his scheme con-
templated the constitution of a self-contained village
community on the lines of an Indian village. He
believed that only under such a constitution could the
descendants of Eurasians in India live by ordinary
mannal labour, and he observed that the ‘exclusion of
cheap competition, though objectionable in the abstract,
was the vital principle of his scheme. In the same
year (1886) the then Director of Revenue Settlement
and Agriculture, Mr. Glenny, was directed by the
Madras Government at the request of Mr. White to
visit the Eurasian éettlements and report upon their
condition and prospects. In making this request Mr.
White again stated his plans for the working of the
settlements. It was laid down ¢ that land was only
¢ {0 be given to persons possessing means sufficient to
¢ enable them to supply their own cattle and imple-
¢ ments and ecarry on oultivation with their own
¢ Jabour and that of their children, though small
¢ plots of land—an acre in extent—might be given to
¢ persons of less means desiring to live in the settle-
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“ ments and to carry on trades of various kinds neces-
“sary to the village community, while poor and
¢ destitute persons were to be encouraged by the
“ Association to engage themselves as agricultural
¢ labourers and domestic helps to the settlers.”

Mr. Glenny in his report observed that it would be
very easy for a pedantic critic to find much in these
settlements to criticise, but he has himself adopted a -
somewhat optimistic tone and has dwelt chiefly, as any
one would wish to do in regard to such a novel experi-
ment, upon the satisfactory features of the case. He
described the operations of different settlers, and found
that individuals had succeeded in selling pork, ham
and bacon, jam and flour at a profit. In regard to the
agricultural holdings he generally remarks : ¢ they are
doing well.”” He does not touch on the financial
aspects of these holdings. He observes that the
children of these people, having heen provided with
healthy homes, are saved from the temptations inci-
dental to residence in large towns.* After a perusal
of this report, the Madras Government expressed
itself gratified that the settlements of Whitefield and
Sausmond were in a creditable and promising condition.

Subsequently to this, the President, Mr. White,
petitioned the Government of India for a grant of
Rs. 150 a month for five years for the school at White-
field and a similar sum for the sehool at Sausmond, in
order that technical and agricultural instruction might
be imparted to the children of the colomists. This
request led to an inspection of the settlements by
Mr., now Sir Dennis, Fitzpatrick, then Resident in
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Mysore, who desired to form an opinion as to what
assistance could be given to these schools with due
regard to the grant-in-aid rules of the Governments of
Madras and Mysore. Mr. Fitzpatrick doubted whether
the cultivation of ordinary crops would ever become
an important source of profit to the colonists, and held
that their main hope of success lay in the breeding of
poultry and pigs, in the manufacture of ragi flour and
of preserves, and possibly, after a lapse of time, in
dairy-farming, in which however he observed only one
colonist had succeeded. He was, however, of opinion
that for pensioners, and others having small independent
means of their own, an opportunity here offered of
settling down in a healthy place possessing a good
climate, with the prospect of obtaining by industry
and good management a considerable accession to their
incomes, As regards the settlement of artisans and
agricultural labourers in the colony he did not think
that such men could compete with natives. He
observed on the whole that, though the colonies were
not likely to effect all that was originally hoped, they
had made a good beginning and had already served, to
some extent, a useful purpose, which, within certain
limits, might be improved and extended. While he
considered that the Governments of Madras and
Mysore might properly aid the cause of education in
these villages, he was strongly of opinion that a grant
gor the purpose of affording technical instruction was
altogether inadvisable. Those who wanted agricul-
tural instruction might, he thought, be given scholar-
chips at the Saiddpet College at Madras, the Govern-



ments of Madras or Mysore endowing one or two
scholarships for this purpose. As regards the teaching
of individual trades, he thought the colonists would
have to pick up such knowledge for themselves, as
they do elsewhere. He observed that Mr. White’s
project of forming a self-contained community, pos-
sessing its own artisans and excluding competition,
was altogether chimerical. i

The Government of India, on perusal of M¥: Fitz-

patrick’s report, expressed a hope that the Govern- _
ment of Madras would see its way to devise some

reasonable measure of help consistent with the require-
ments of the case, but observed that the amount of
monthly grant applied for in the memorial seemed to
be quite disproportionate to any results which were
likely to be secured by the adoption of arrangements
of the nature of those advocated by the Association,
the settlements in question not being large enough to
support expensive technical schools. Subsequently to
the receipt of this letter, the schools were brought
under the inspection of the Madras Eduecational De-
partment, and are at present receiving grants from the
Madras Government.

In 1889 the Anglo-Indian Association suffered a

great loss by the death of Mr. White, to whose energy.
its existence was due. Mr. Gantz, Mr. White’s sue>

cessor, adopted that gentleman’s later and more ma-
tured views as regards the objects and prospects of
these colonies, and, as lately as October 1889, said
that it was one of the main features of the land-scheme
thut settlers should be capitalists, and that the question
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of settling on the land persons without any means
whatsoever, was one with which the Association at
present had no concern. This brings the history of
these settlements up to the time of Lord Connemara’s
visit. ‘

His Excellency, accompanied by myself, left Mad- -

ras at } to 6 in the evening, of a blazing April day
and reached Kadgoodi Station at } to 6 next morning,
We rcde the two miles intervening between the station
and the settlement, passing the kaolin hills, from
which great things were anticipated. The settlers
have made no effort to work this clay, but the Associa-
tion leased it out to Messrs. Arbuthnot and Co., who,
presumably, have not found it a paying business, as
all operations have ceased. From the top of the kaolin
hill a good view is obtained of Whitefield. You see
the village school, the church, and a dozen cottages
more or less, well laid out upon a plan somewhat too
ambitious for the actual circumstances of the case. It
was intended that from a central circus, different
avenues should radiate, these avenues being connected
by parallel lines of streets made up of houses, each
standing in its own walled garden. A small church is
almost eompleted, and the largest building is the now
unused storehouse constructed by Messrs. Arbuthnot
and Co. for the abandoned business of working the
kaolin ¢lay. An undulating country stretches all
around the settlement. In the trifling depressions the
goil is good ; on the higher ground it is sandy, rocky,
and more than indifferent. Heve and there are groves
of casuaigh¥s and orchards of fruit trees, There were
aa
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no crops on the ground, and abundant evidence was
forthcoming that crops are sparsely raised. The settle-
ment had not a very flourishing appearance. Some of
the cottages were moderately neat, but in no case
apparently had any settler the time or inclination to
sacrifice to the Graces. In the neighbouring town of
Bangalore, the bungalows and verandahs are generally
covered with orange bignonia, violet petrea, various
tunbergias and a wealth of convolvulus. All these
beautiful creepers grow profusely in this favoured
climate, but the Whitefield settler has not called them
to his aid, and the village has a somewhat bare and
unattractive appearance. The houses do mnot look
like homes, and many of the settlers in fact live in
Bangalore.

His Excellency began by interviewing individual
settlers. On one point they were unanimous. They
wanted a pound and a village headman. The Resi-
dent in Mysore, 8ir Oliver St. John, who had met the
Governor at the railway station, promised to bring
this matter to the notice of the Government of His
Highness the Maharajah, and also to arrange, if pos-
sible, that the lands belonging to the two native vil-
lages, of which Whitefield consists, should be clubbed
together as a separate village. The first settler to
speak, who was also the oldest, stated that the water-
supply was bad, and asked that the standard of the
school should be raised. He said that his lands had
never paid him, that he had some capital, and had
come there expecting to make a living. e had hoped
for help from the Association funds. He found that
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the cattle were not strong enough for improved
ploughs, and that the ground was not good enough
for large crops. Another and a more recent settler
said that he also had depended upon getting external
aid from the funds of the Association, which had been
granted in some measure to the earliest settlers. He
hoped that the Government of Mysore would reduce
the assessment and cut a canal. Another non-resident
settler from Madras, however, was thoroughly satisfied
with the existing assessment of one rupee an acre, had .
cultivated his land without assistance, and did not
want any external help. The Secretary for the Mysore
Branch of the Association observed that everything
that was possible had been given to the settlers, and
that the land had never been intended for colonisation
by paupers. The Secretary for the Madras Branch
expressed the same opinion, observing that the Associ-
ation had done all it could.

The most characteristic holdings were afterwards
visited in company with their owners. In no case did
it appear that the cultivation of the land had paid
the cultivators, though it seemed almost certain that
orchards and casuarina groves in the lowlying and
better lands would eventually pay fairly well. Several
settlers had dug wells at considerable expense, having
to go down as far as 60 feet in some cases for water.

The site of the settlement is open to the same
objection as that of Bangalore. It is higher than
everything around it, and consequently, though ex-
tremely healthy and pleasant as a place of residence,
possesses a bad water-supply, while the rain washes off
the surface soil and leaves little but rock and sand.
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One of the settlers, Sergeant Crooks, had planted
in his orchard graft mangoes, which were doing well,
apples, oranges, limes, citrons, peaches, plums, guavas,
figs, loquats, cherries, lichees, custard apples, pears, pine
apples and pomegranates. He had also a flourishing
casuarina plantation. There were a few miserable
vines in one or two orchards, but no real effort is
being made in viticulture. A jeweller from Bangalore
also had, like Sergeant Crooks, planted a very promis-
ing orchard in lowlying ground. Both these settlers
are comparative capitalists, and just as no settler can
do any good at Whitefield without capital, so do those
who have most capital occupy the best land and do
most good with it. In the neighbouring town of
Bangalore with 160,000 inhabitants, and in the pros-
perous gold fields of Kolar, Whitefield and Sausmond
possess unfailing markets for more than all the fuel
they can raise. Already has the growing output of
the Mysore, Oregaum, Nundidroog, Balaghaut and
other mines produced a rise in the local price of fuel,
which offers an additional inducement to neighbouring
landholders to enter into what previously was a suffi-
ciently profitable investment.

One of the settlers’ wives made very good ragi
flour; which was said to sell well at Bangalore, but at
a price higher than that of wheat flour.

The puittaks or leases for their holdings had only
just been granted to the Whitefield colonists. They
hold directly under the Government of Mysore, the
leases merely containing a stipulation that they are not
to sell, mortgage or alienate their lands exeept to
members of the community. In the neighbouring
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~ settlement of Sausmond the Association is the tenant
of the Government, and is responsible for the payment
of the assessment, which it collects from individual
holders. Owing to the liberality of the Maharajah, no

~ assessments have yet been paid. His Highness’ Gov-
ernment gave the lands free for a period of five years,
which was subsequently extended, I believe, to the
end of last year. )

In the afternoon, Lord Connemara, Sir Oliver St.
John and I visited Sausmond, a more prepossessing
colony than Whitefield, situated on the margin of a
large tank and close to a flourishing native village.
The settlers looked contented and happy, but they
were very few, and each individual sottler stated that,
like his brethren at Whitefield, he had not been able
to make his land pay. The conditions here are pre-
cisely the same as those which obtain in the larger
settlement.

The conclusions at which we arrived may be
summed up as follows : firstly, that the present aid
which is given to education in these colonies by the
Madras Government may be continued, and even ex-

 tended, should occasion require ; secondly, that these
colonies are worthy of support and encouragement,
inasmuch as they afford an opportunity to European or
East Indian pensioners of obtaining land on favourable
terms in a village where they can cultivate it amongst
their fellow countrymen ; thirdly, that it is most im- .
probable that any but capitalists ean work these hold-
ings at a profit; fourthly, that such profits are to

be expected chiefly from fruit-growing, fuel raising,
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arboriculture and the like pursuits, while in respect
of crops it is most improbable that these settlers will
ever be able to compete with ordinary native ryots ;
fifthly, that there is little or no hope that the children
of these settlers will ever make their living on these
lands in the absence of capital such as their fathers
possessed ; and, sixthly, that the idea of a self-contained
European and Eurasian village, possessing its own
artisans, tradesmen, and agriculturists, independent
of all outside help, must be abandoned as altogether
chimerical. ;

It follows from these conclusions, however, that
the Giovernment of Madras should give a sympathetic
ear to any requests proceeding from these colonies.
At present it is believed that nothing is before Gov-
ernment, but the suggestion, which has been made
that the name of the Kadgoodi Station may be * altered
to Whitefield, might possibly be considered by the
Railway Company if brought to its motice. The
Dewan of Mysore says that no objection to the change
exists on the part of his Government.

So novel an experiment as that described above
has necessarily been as unduly lauded, as it has been
unfairly disparaged. Mr. White’s sanguine disposi-
tion led him in the beginning to express views and
entertain hopes, which he had to abandon before his
scheme was launched. Certainly a perusal of his
¢ Guide ” of 1879 would give the impression that an
ideal colonist would leave the model village in the

# The alteration has since heen made.
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- morning with the Georgics in one hand and a spade
in the other, would live laborious days, and spend
his evenings probably in comparing Whitefield with
Plato’s Republic in the public library, the central
point in the settlement from which all streets were to
radiate. All was pitched in the ¢ Fortunatos nimium ?’
key. Yet it required no small influence and the
possession of no little energy to persuade thirty-two
individuals with their wives and families to accept his
assurances and to embark in a business of which they
knew nothing, a business for which their previous
lives and training in no way fitted them.

The case is one for kindly criticism and a helping
hand, which the Madras Government is prepared to
" give, and whether the existence of these colonies be
or be not prolonged to adolescence and old age, useful
lessons may be learnt by observing their success or
failure, and evidence collected which cannot but be.
of use to a Government, which has set before it the
solution of the Eurasian problem, and the provision of
a diversity of occupations for a clientele, which at
present for the most part cannot or will not dig, which
of begging should be brought to be ashamed.
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CHAPTER XIII.

TANJCRE, TRIVALUR, CHINGLEPUT,
CONJEEVERAM, BEZWADA AND CUMBUM,
SOUTH ARCOT.

MAYAVERAM-MUTTUPETIT AND EAST
COAST RATLWAYS.

Dispute at Courtallum—Railway tour—Our party—Departure from Ootaca-

mund—Mangosteen—Burliar—Nilgiri ‘Railway—At DMettapolliem—
Karur—Amravati—Trichinopoly—Srirangam—Orloff diamond—Czare-
witch’s approaching visit—Wages in district—Price of rice—Jesuit
Mission—Ex-Mahant of ‘Tirupati—Raja of Puducottah—Ayanar tem-
ples—Arrival ab Tanjore—District officials—Oleander—Palace troopers
—_Vallam—Ranees—Sivajee—Serfojee—DMissionary Schwartz—Ekojee
— Tate Princess—Jail—Hospital—Curious petitions—Palace—Armoury
— Durbar hall—Library—Late Dr, Burnell—Marco Polo—Lord Napier
—Bishop Heber—Flaxman’s statue of Serfojee—Oriental luxury—
Capital of Cholas—Country of Sholas—Line from Tiruvarur to Mut-
tupett—Mayaveram-Muttupett Railway—Ceremony of cntting fivst sod
— T.ord Connemara’s speech—Tanjore settlement—Bernier and Taver-
nier—=Sir Charles Trevelyan—Tamil cooly—Local water-supply—Eng-
lish-speaking power—Local officials—Arrival at Chingleput—Visit to
Reformatory—Tamil lyrie—Conjeeveram—Dr. Buchanan—S8ankara
Churriar—Ramanuja Charriar—Sanctity of town—Vishnu temple—
Address from Sanserit school—Prince of Wales—Professor Max Mller
—Tmperial Institute—Hieun Thsang—Weaving operations—Ancient
cvstoms—Hindu mother-in-law—Vegavati—Jain temple—Customs of
Juins—Theatre notico—Wages of agricultural labourer—Bishop Heber
— Tree Church Mission Girls’ school—Btate interference in marriage
customs— Ktesias—Megasthenes—Local self-government—Female mé:
dical aid—Countess of Dufferin’s fund—Departure from Conjeeveram-=
Qolonel Baillie’s defeat at Pullalur—Ghosts—Guntakal—Deputation of
Bellary citizens—~Corruptionin district—Maddikera—8ir Thomas Munro
__¢@tony wolds of Deccan ”’—Hindu myth—Ramalcotta—Diamond
prospecting—Nawab of Banganapalle—Wajra Karur—Tree-tapping
system —Mr. Caine—Nandyal lacquer fans—Nallamalai Hills—Highest
viaduct—Longest tunnel—Tigers at railway stations—Forest Bismarck
—Aborigines of South Indin—Their easly migration-—Story of a Pulice
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officer—Congress in Kurnool—Cumbum—American Iutheran Mission
—*“Three Cheers”’ on paper—Railway stories—Kondavid fortress— b
Indian Beth Gelert—Feringipuram—Amravati tope—Bellamkonda—
Guntur—Adulteration of Indian cotton—Bacrilege—Mangalagiri—Mr,
Streynsham Master—At Bezwada—Cutting first sod of East Coast Rail-
way—Mr. Spring’s address—Bridge over Kistna—Tord Cross—ILord
Lansdowne—Mr.  H. G. Turner—Alignment of line—Arrangements at
ceremony— Addresses—Undavilli caves—Mr. Fergusson—Politeness of
Telugus—Local self-government—Departure from Beswada—Cumbum
—Tank—Bavage-cattle—Railway extensions—Ruins of Bijapore—Raile
way administration during last four-years—Opening of Tirvanamalai
line—These narratives.

TrE summer season of 1890 was quite uneventful. Of
all the business that came before the Government in
all its departments, perhaps nothing excited more
interest than the dispute at Courtallum, as to the right
of bathing in the sacred waterfall. A disagreement
arose concerning the hours at which Europeans, and
Indians respectively, should use the bath, and though
Little or no force was used, the matter came before the
Magistrates of the Tinnevelly district, and the convie-
tion of certain Hindus, for using violence in support
of their alleged right to use the falls at a particular
hour, was reversed by the High Court on appeal.
The Government interfered at no stage in these pro-
ceedings beyond insttucting its law officers to watch
the case, and to state that, in the event of the convic-
tion being upheld, it was its opinion that the justice
of the case would be met by a small fine. The
Government also directed its local law officer in the
Tinnevelly district to apply for bail on behalf of the
prisoners, as it seemed very doubtful, whether the
conviction by the local Magistrate would be upheld.
Railway extensions occupied much of the attention
of the Government during the summer months, and
R R



when the time came to leave the Hills, the Governor
determined to make a Railway Tour for the purpose
of cutting the first sod of the Mayaveram-Muttupett,

‘and the first sod of the Bast
Coast, railways. We* left
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* His Excellency The Lord Connes

mara, G.C.LE,
J. D. Rees, Esq., C.I.E. Ootacamund on the after-
Captain Lovelace Stamer, 16th
Lancers, A.D.0. noon of 22nd September
1890.

The passage down the mountain side presented no
unusual features. We passed through alternate sun
and shadow, as the winding road descended in zigzags,
through the beautiful forest which clothes the slopes of
Nilgiris, down to the stony bed of the river, in the
valley below. At Coonoor were wild roses and wells
grown oak trees, a little further down pomegranates,
and bamboos bending under the weight of their
feathers, on the lower slopes we passed through Burliar
Gardens, where cinnamon, nutmegs and mangosteens
were exposed for sale, the latter fruit costing about
4 ghillings a dozen. In India, however, it is believed
only to grow here, and at Courtallum mentioned above,
as the scene of the waterfall dispute. Nor has the
Indian mangosteen the flavour of its fellow in the
Btraits Settlements.

On the way we passed the spot where, in May last
year, the carriage in which Lord Connemara was
driving, * upset when turning a corner, and we looked
down the abyss, masked with vegetation, into which
His Excellency’s servant was shot. When the acei-

# Boe Chapter VILL.
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dent happened, in answer to an inquiry as to what
had become of him, he called up from below, that he
was ‘‘killed”’; but the dead man looked cheerfully
to-day upon the seene of his former dissolution.

Soon after.leaving Burliar, we got into a country
of plantain and areca palms, the air grew hotter, we

- saw fire-flies dancing in the bamboos, and once again
were n the tropics. The rapid changes in the character
of the vegetation, as you descend the ghaut, are very
interesting to mark. The Nilgiri Railway survey had
not got far beyond Coonoor. The Company has raised
the necessary capital, and commenced operations, and
it is ealeulated, that the line should be open for traffic
in about 21 years.

At Mettapollium we met the Collector of Coimba-
tore, Mr. Sturrock, and Colonel Pickance, Superin-
tendent of the Central Jail. Colonel Pickance had to
report that cholera no longer threatened the inmates
of his jail. The medical officer in charge has been
trying salol, or salicylate of phenol, as a cholera
antidote and considers the results us more than satis-
factory. The French Government 18 believed to have
sent a commission to Tonquin to investigate the merits
of the remedy. It would be interesting to know the
results. The Collector, amongst other matters, reported
that Sir Oliver St. John, and Mr. Sanderson, had
carried off the tusks of a rogue elephant which they
had followed up into British territory, after wounding
the animal in Mysore. Bir Oliver had written to
inform us of what, he called, ‘this unintentional
poaching,” where, of course, of poaching there was
none, but publie service.
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We travelled through the night to Erode, at 6
o’clock in the morning changed on to the South Indian
Railway, and at 9 o’clock were safely landed in Trichi-
nopoly. The railroad runs alongside the Cauvery,
through a sea of rice-fields, dotted with little islands
of sugarcane, and broken here and there by high coni-
cal hills of crystalline rock, such as that of Ratnagiri,
the temperature upon whose summit is 10 degrees less
than that of the surrounding plains. At Karur, where
we had tea, the Amaravati joins the Cauvery. The
former river is not more famed for its sanctity, than
for its prawns and other excellent fish.

Trichinopoly which comprises 3,560 square miles,
with a population of 1,215,000 souls, is one of the
smallest of Madras districts; but the town of Trichi-
nopoly, with Srirangam, which is practically a part of
it, is among the twenty greatest cities in India, its
population amounting to upwards of 104,000 inhabit-
ants, with a municipal income of upwards of £10,000,
Much of the land of the district is extremely fertile
and not a few of the richest villages belong to the
temples. I do not know what truth there may be, in
the tradition, that the celebrated Orloff diamond, was
one of the eyes of an idol at Srirangam, till stolen by
a French deserter in the last century. The Czare-
witch, who will visit Trichinopoly this winter, will
probably know the true history of the matchless gem;
that figures as the chief ornament in the Imperial
sceptre of the Czar. The population of the district is
generally well-to-do, and wages, within the municipal
towns of Trichinopely and Srirangam, are as high as
annas 6 or 94. a day, that is, a labourer in Trichine-
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poly in the present day gets nine times as much as a
diamond miner in the Deccan did in the 17th century.
Assuming that the purchasing power of money is not
NOW more than one quarter of what it was then, the
balance remains very much in favour of the 19th
century. I am not at all sure that we can safely
assume anything as to the relative values of money in
different centuries in India, and in regard to rates of
wages such assumptions are particularly to be depre-
cated, for in rural tracts to this day wages are generally
paid in what money, if given, would buy, viz., grain.
From a Despatch of the Court of Directors, dated 1733,
we learn that paddy, or unhusked rice at 38 seers-the
Tupee was considered cheap, in the early part of the
18th, while now in the latter part of the 19th century
the average price is about 271 seers per rupee, the
Madras seer being slightly under 21b. Cleaned rice
just now sells in Madras at about 12 seers, or roughly
22 1b. per rupee. :
In this district Christians are 5 per cent. of the
population, and are nearly all Roman Catholics. The
head-quarters of the great Jesuit Mission of Madura,
which was founded in the 17th century, are situated
at Trichinopoly, and the Jesuit Fathers are most
sucoessful in their traditional ocoupation of educating
the youth of the country. Two days before leaving
Ootacamund, we had seen some of the pupils of this
institution acting Moliere’s L’ Avare, and on s previous
visit * to Trichinopoly, in 1887, we had heard most

* See Chapter ILI,
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interesting dialogues and recitations in the hall of Sf.
Joseph’s College. The Collector, Mr. Fawcett, had
information to impart, concerning the health of the
Mahant, or High Priest of Tirupati, who was then a
prisoner in the jail, convicted of having misappro-
priated the funds of the great mutt or monastery,
which were entrusted to his care. Grief and shame
have weighed heavily on this unfortunate man, whose
physique is so much affected thereby, that the Gover-
nor called for a report as to his condition, and Govern-
ment subsequently removed him to Vellore jail, a
change which has proved beneficial to his health.
The affairs of the neighbouring State of Pudukottah
also demanded some attention, and it was reported
that the young Raja was becoming very expert in the
use of the gun.

From Trichinopoly to Tanjore is a short run of an
hour through a level country,—indeed, the whole
district does not boast a hill. The line frequently
passes groves of trees, beneath which are herds of
stucco horses. These are temples of Ayanar, a local
Dravidian deity, who, with his followers, is supposed
to ride about at night, and to entertain a kindly feel-
ing towards those who furpish him with a mount.
Childless women are in the habit of vowing a horse
to Ayanar, so the long rows of these animals, beneath
the tamarind trees, correspond in some respects to the
votive tablets of a Catholic church.

On his arrival at Tanjove, the Governor was
received by the Collector, Mr. Thomson, the Judge,
Mz. Davies, and by other officials. The railway station
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was decorated with strings of oleanders. This flower,
which is sacred to the gods, is largely cultivated, but
it is marvellous how a whole district can supply the
myriads of blossoms required for a single ceremonial,
when the entire reception room, ceiling, walls and
doors, will be one mass of its blossoms, strung upon
invisible threads. - The same -flower is sacred alike in
Hindu idolatry, and Christian hymnology. Oleanders
flourish “ where the heathen inflame themselyes with
idols under every green tree,” and clothe the western
bank of the lake of Giennasaret down to the water’s
edge.

¢ All through the summer night
Those blossoms red and bright
Spread their soft breasts, unheeding, to the breeze,
Like hermits watching still
Around the sacred hill,
‘Where erst our Saviour watch’d upon His knees.”

I use the word ¢idolatry,’ without offence, and in its
literal sense. The flowers are devoted to ¢ the service
of an idol,” are reverently strewn before its feet, seat-
tered over its head, or garlanded about its neck.

The troopers of the Senior Ranee of Tanjore formed
an escort, as we drove to Vallam, seven miles distant,
where the Collector resides. They still wear the
picturesque, if somewhat irregular, uniforms of a
hundred years ago, and the sentry, who presented arms,
had stuffed the barrels of his musket full of flowers.

Next morning we left Vallam early, and rode to
Tanjore to visit the jail and the hospital. The coun-
try through which we passed consists of a jungle
of cashewnut and acacia trees, and it occurred to
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is Excellency that this embryo forest might with
advantage be rented from the Ranees to whom it
belongs. These ladies, now nine in number, are the
remaining widows of the last Raja of Tanjore, who
died in 1855 leaving sixteen widows, and two daugh-
ters. The two latter were married successively to the
game individual, who survives them, and the widows
are now maintained by pensions granted by the British
Government. They never leave the palace, we were
told, ¢ except to bathe in the river, and worship god.’
The last Raja, Sivajee, was the son of Serfojee Maha-
raja, the friend of the Missionary Schwartz, and his
youngest daughter, who died in 1885 was the last
direct descendant of Ekojee, the brother of the great
Sivajee, the founder of the Mahratta dynasty. Ekojee
obtained possession of the country in consequence of
a quarrel between the Naik rulers of Madura and
Tanjore. The latter Prince, who was worsted by his
neighbour, called in the help of the Mussulmans, who
despatched Ekojee with an army to help him, but the
Mahratta General, having first placed his protégé in
possession subsequently deposed him, and in 1676,
took for himself the throne of Tanjore, which his
descendants continued to occupy until, in 1799, Raja
Serfojee ceded the sovereignty to the East India
Company. The late Princess of Tanjore, the second
and lagt surviving daughter of Raja Sivajee, the
adopted son of Serfojee, was a lady of a dignified, but
withal kindly, demeanour, and of  disposition which
made friends of all those, who, like myself, had the
privilege to have official relations with Her Highness.
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The jail of Tanjore is an extremely well-managed
institution. The Superintendent, Mr. McCready, since
our last visit, in 1887, has infroduced the manufaes
ture of capital paper. We saw torn-up scraps going
through every stage, from pulping to pressing, and
were initiated-into the mysteries of the making of that
red tape, of which in another stage we all know so
much. Excellent cloth is mdnufactured, and good
bell-metal utensils. The Government has commended
Mr. McCready alike for the institution of manufac-
tures, and for reducing the cost per head for dieting
prisoners, a reduction which, from their appearance,
has obviously been carried out without diminution in
the quantity of their food, and without damage to
their health. Indeed, the condition of the inmates of
the jail receives the greatest possible attention. They
| are regularly weighed, and whenever an individual is
: going down, the fact is reported to the Doctor.
| Though this is but a Distriet Jail, the prisoners num-
| ber no less than 322. We went into the kitchen and

saw very good mutton and raggi cake. Then the civil
| debtors were paraded. , The longest period for which
| they can be kept in confinement is six months, and the
| Superintendent informs us, that they rarely stay so long,
| as the judgment-creditors seldom continue to pay the
| expenses of their keep, when once they have discovered
| that incarceration fails to secure a prompt settlement of
i debt. Mr. MeCready informs us too that respectable
\ men, ag & rule, go down in weight very much, when

they first come to jail, as the shame preys upon their
| minds, and thus affeots their bodies, while, habitual

B S
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criminals, on the other hand, take very kindly to
prison life. We had just received striking proof of
the correctness of these views, in the case of the
unfortunate High Priest at Trichinopoly. After in-
quiring how various suggestions made on the oceasion
of the last visit had been carried out, we proceeded to
the Hospital, a very large and well managed institu-
tion, though His Excellency did receive an anonymous
petition, stating that ¢ the Surgeon in charge had not
even got the pity to condescend to look at the miserable
invalids, whose sight would shake any desperate and
strong-hearted stranger.” The petitioners expressed
the opinion that this medical officer “had a string
loose over his' subordinates, and would never secure
heaven.” “Quite the contrary,” said they, ¢ will
surely be his fate” Thus, though angry, they
approached the subject of the doctor’s future, with
some reserve. Another petition, for an interview,
received at Tanjore, set out, that the writer would
have been at the station to receive His Excellency
¢ had he not had the pleasure of a scorpion in his left
leg, which rendered him unable to come.” The same
gentleman concluded his letter by saying ““shall I
bring my invaluable lute to play before Your Excel-
lency as an indulgent son.”

It is much to be regretted that the midwifery
training school,  established in connection with the
Tanjore hospital, had to be closed for want of pupils;
and the District Surgeon was exhorted to give the
subject his earnest attention. The establishment of
the school, now closed, was due in a great measure to
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the personal efforts of one of his predecessors. Mid-
wives are, however, attached to no less than nine
hospitals in the district.

Afterwards somie of our party visited the Palace,
which has often been deseribed. In the great durbar
hall, in a prominent position, is what appears to be a
skeleton. A closer examination discloses the fact,
that it is made of ivory, and-on enquiry, we learnt
that it was made for the penultimate Raja Serfojee,
who desired to learn anatomy, without incurring the
pollution, which results from handling bones. The
hall which is open on one side to the air, contains a
fine statue of the same Raja Serfojee, by Flaxman,
and a bust of Maharaja Sivajee by the Honourable
Amnne - Seymour Damer, a sculptrix of great repute,
whose former home at Twickenham, has since been
mhabited successively by a Prince of the House of
Orleans, and an ex-Governor of Madras. The armoury
containg many beautiful specimens of inlaid arms,
bell-mouthed steel blunderbusses, flint lock pistols and
the like, and an extraordinary ensign of rank granted
to the kings of Tanjore by the Court of Delhi. Tt
consists of the head of monster, half tiger, half fish,
possessed of goggle ivory eyes and long rows of sword-
shaped sharp-edged teeth. Within its palate depends
from a string a kind of rolling-pin, covered with red
velvet, which wags fatuously to and fro, tongue
fashion, in its yawning cavernous mouth.

The durbar hall of the late Princess contains many
most curious articles. Images dressed up in the uni-
forms of the carly part of this century, and of the last,
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stand about on the floor, and the picture galleries are
of the most comprehensive character. One of our
party discovered the counterfeit presentment of his
brother acting at Cambridge in ¢ the Birds,” of
Aristophanes ; pictures of prize-fighters, and an auto-
graphed photograph of the Princess of Wales, divided
the honours with framed extracts from the Iljustrated
London News, photographs of the present Lords Lytton
and Harris, and very interesting prints of historical
battles. A beautiful painting on ivory of Raja Siva-
jee, hung by the side of an advertisement of Gulliver,
tied up in the meshgs of a particularly strong cotton,
and fired at by a crowd of Lilliputian bowmen.

The Tanjore Palace library contains 25,000
volumes, of which 20,000 are written in Sanscrit.
The latter were catalogued by Dr. Burnell, the late
District Judge of Tanjore, the well known oriental
scholar. The Sanscrit books include copies of the
Vedas, and of the Puranas, with innumerable commen-
taries upon these works, and an infinite number of
treatises on philosophy, logic, poetry and many other
subjects. To the uninstructed most of these are sealed
books. One poem of 6,000 verses teaches the science
of horseflesh, and illustrations show what are lucky,
and what are unlucky, equine marks. Amongst other
prescriptions for sick animals is meat broth, and Dr.
Burnell in his catalogue expresses his astonishment,
that the world should be so ineredulous, as to horses
being nourished, to some extent, upon a meat diet in
India. The veracity of Marco Polo has been hotly

assailed on account of his reference to, what is well




known to be, a not uncommon incident of horses’ diet
in this country.

A volume of 6,600 stanzas teaches the science of
cookery. In this comprehensive treatise, the effect
upon food of the different metals of which cooking
utensils are manufactured, is thoroughly investigated,
and the medical effects of different coloured cloths are
discussed. Dr. Burnell, however, observes that the
work is neither of any great culinary, nor philological
merit. Books upon ritual naturally abound. Lustra-
tions, for instance, are preseribed on the occasion of a
child being born in a wrong position, and for the ex-
piation of sin incurred by having killed a snake in a
former state of existence, while dire and divers mis-
fortunes are predicted for kings who do mot support
Brahmins—a crime of which the Rajas of Tanjore
have never been guilty.

Dr. Burnell was appointed by Lord Napier and
Ettrick in 1871 to examine the Tanjore library, and
catalogue its contents ; and, as he remarks, *“ it is due
entirely to the scholarlike and lively interest taken in
the past of India by Lord Napier that this invaluable
collection has been Saved.” On the death of the last
survivor of the widows of the late Raja, the library
will, it is believed, escheat to Government, and Dr.
Burnell estimates its money value at not less than
£50,000. There is too much reason to believe that
this distinguished scholar’s early death was in no small
measure due to his having spent the extremely little
leisure available to the Distriet Judge of Tanjore, in
examining and cataloguing the contents of the Palace

TOURS IN INDIA. SSL
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library. - I remember his worn and jaded appearance
in the heat of Tanjore and the worry of his judicial
work. It is sad that his time was not exclusively
devoted to pursuits, in which few indeed, can succeed
him. At the same time he was no mere orientalist,
but a man of great general culture and ability, whose
researches would have been of value in any line.

Among the English books are many most inter-
esting works. Bishop Heber described Raja Serfojee,
who made the collection, as ‘an extraordinary man,
who quoted Lavoisier, Linneus, Buffon and Shakes-
peare, and wrote fair English poetry.” His books reflect
his varied tastes. There are the novels of Fielding
and Le Sage, works on Anatomy and Philology, a
very full collection of the writings of early travellers
in India, and all the works of Morier, the best novels
ever produced by a European, about the East. The
Raja owed his cultivated tastes to Schwartz, whose
hand he holds, in the monument by Flaxman, on the
walls of the church within the Fort, representing the
death of ‘one of the best of Missionaries since the
Twelve Apostles.’

In the library of the Palace of Tanjore, no one is
ever likely to forget the friendship of the two men so
honourable to both. The place and its associations are
alike interesting. Seated in a large vaulted room, at
a table littered with valuable works, with a Sanskrit
curator on one side, and an English librarian on the
other, fanned by two peons, while noiseless servants
pour splashing water over the steps, that lead down to
the quadrangle, which iz shaded by big trees, and
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sweetened with the fragrance of roses and oleanders,
one realises a most attractive ideal of oriental luxury.

Grateful as are these unsought attentions, flattering
as it is to the undistinguished, to receive the consider-
ation due to the learning of Burnell, or the position of
a Raja, sensible as I am of the charm of historie asso-
ciation, I would have willingly bartered all the luxuries
of the ancient capital of the Cholas, ‘the best, and
noblest provinee of India,” * for one breath of the cool
breezes of the country of the { Sholas. It is on the
morrow of leaving the Nilgiris, that one agrees most
heartily with a late Governor of Madras, who said
‘their climate is probably one of the best in the
world.” |

On the afternoon of the 25th September we trav-
elled, by special train, from Tanjore to Trivalur, where
the head officials of the South Indian Railway, the
members of the Local Fund Board, and a vast concourse
of the inhabitants, awaited His Excellency, on the
side of the railway, in and about the rice-fields. The
journey from Tanjore to Trivalur was uneventful, the
deltaic country being as level as a billiard table, and
as green as its cloth, for the young seedlings of rice
had just been planted ; and little else was visible from
the railway windows, except the boundary hedge of
aloes, which protects the permanent-way, and orchards
of mango trees, groves of cocoanuts, and huge solitary

banyans.
At Trivalur, a guard of honour of the South Indian

* Marco Polo (¥ule), Vol. II, p. 299.
+ The small salf-contained woods of the Nilgiri platean are so called,
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Railway Volunteers was drawn up under the command
of Colonel Crighton. An address was presented, and
a sod of turf was cut, and wheeled away by His
Excellency, who then made a speech highly com-
mending the enterprise of the Local Boards of Nega-
patam and Tanjore, which have been, it is believed,
the first in India to tax themselves for the purpose of
constructing a railway. The southern section of the
new line, from Trivalur to Muttupett, will first be
constructed, and eventually a northern extension will
join the main line at Mayaveram. The whole will
then be 534 miles long, and will cost, it is esti-
mated, Rs. 28,94,000, the money being provided by
the Tanjore Local Board, and the Government of
Madras in equal proportions. The line is to be con-
structed, and worked by the South Indian Railway,
which has now, in the last half-year, for the first time
in the railway history of Southern India, earned &
sum exceeding (by £10,000) the interest guaranteed
by Government to the shareholders. It is hoped
and expected that the first section of the Mayaveram-
Muttupett Railway will be completed by the 31st
December 1891.

Turning to another, and not less important subject,
it has been decided, after much discussion, to intro-
duce a new settlement of revenue into the Tanjore
district, one of the most fertile in Southern India,
which is held to pay less than its fair share towards
the expenses of the administration. It has been re-
cently asserted in Parliament, by & member who is not
unaequainted with India, that the British Government
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takes, by way of assessment, the lion’s share of the
gross outturn of the land. It will not be superfluous,
therefore, to state that, throughout the Madras Presi-
dency, the Glovernment assessment very rarely exceeds
20°/, of the gross produce, and generally amounts to
something considerably under that figure. The pro-
portion, in the ease of unirrigated lands varies from 5
to 10 per cent. In the case of irrigated and unirri-
gated land alike, the holder profits by the considerable
difference which exists between the rate at which the
Government share of the produce is commuted into a
money assessment, and the far higher rates which ac-
tually rule in the market. The market prices indeed
are very often double those on which the commutation
was based. It may safely be concluded that the Crown
rarely indeed gets more than a quarter of the gross ;
and I think Megasthenes found that this was the usual
proportion more than two thousand years ago.

The scheme for the settlement of Tanjore has not
yet been submitted, but in revising the rough settle-
ment made in 1832 the Government of Madras is not
likely to disregard the injunction of the Government
of India, to the effect that care should be taken not
to raise too greatly the revenues of lands, which have
long been subject to lenient assessment.

In connection with this question, enguiries were
also made as to the income of an ordinary cultivator
for hire. No advantage would result from quoting
the details of what appears a simple, but is really
an exceedingly complex and difficult subject ; but it
would appear that, in the rich districts of the South

T
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of India, the family of the ordinary cultivator, who 18
possessed of no occupancy right, enjoys an income of
about Rs. 50 a year. This amount is made up of wages,
which are generally paid in grain to the man and his
wife, of presents of clothing, of harvest fees, of presents
on domestic occasions, and on festival days. The fact
that the wages of the agricultural labourer are for the
most part paid now, as they were long ago, in grain,
makes it extremely difficult to compare the position of
the cultivators in the 19th century, with that of their
predecessors in the days of Bernier and Tavernier, who
expressed their wages in money form. In 1860 Sir
Charles Trevelyan visited Tanjore and remarked in
his minute, that the mirasidars or landholders of
the district, asked that something should be done
to prevent the Pallans, or agricultural labourers,
from emigrating to Mauritius and Ceylon. ~Sir Charles
replied that there was no such thing as slavery in the
Queen’s dominions, and that, with the high rate of
wages then obtaining, it was necessary that they should
pay their labourers better, if they wished to keep them.
Tt now appears that Pallans, when dissatisfied, freely
emigrate, and that mirasidars are frequently at a loss
for labour wherewith to cultivate their lands. No one
who has seen the Tamil cooly, and the Tamil cultivator
in Singapore, can wonder that-he freely emigrates.
His condition there is most prosperous, and, as Siv
Frederick Weld, the Governor, remarked to me when
T was studying the emigration question there, * You
" might as well try to keep flies from honey as the
Tamil man from the Straits Settlements.” He is enly
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a little less well off in Ceylon. The Tamil man is a
capital colonist, and needs very little, if any, ‘ protec-
tion” on the part of Government. In this distriet the
majority of the ryots are well-to-do and do not need to
have recourse to loans under the Land Improvement,

~and Agricultural Loans Aects, while the poor prefer
the local money-lender, who gives unlimited credit
whatever he may exact for the indulgence. The agri-
cultural labourer is mnot quite so well off elsewhere
as in Tanjore, but there are few places, where he and
his family have not an income of Rs. 50 a year between
them. Small landholders of course, are better off than
labourers. Mr. Clerk, who is preparing the Tanjore
settlement scheme, estimates the income of the ryots,
of the smallest holdings, as not less than Rs. 200 a
year. This may be true of Tanjore, but in many
districts there certainly exists a much poorer class of
ryot.

The water-supply of Tanjore, like that of Trichi-
nopoly, is under the consideration of the Madras
Government, which is prepared to devote no incon-
siderable share of the surplus of its revenues, to
assisting the large fowns of the Presidency to provide
themselves with good water. Enquiries were made
here as to the attitude of the people of the district in
regard to legislative interference with marriage laws,
and it appears that such interference would be unwel-
come. As regards the Congress, no public opinion
has apparently been formed, though, as a branch of
the Madras Committee exists in the distriet it is infer-
able, that some persons ave interested in the subject.
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Tt was reported that Local and Taluk Boards showed
great interest in that portion of their duties which
relates to the up-keep of communications, but that
the elective system had not proved a success in muni-
cipal towns.

On the afternoon of the 26th of September riding
into Tanjore, and having to discover my way to the
house of a friend, of the location of which I was
altogether ignorant, I found, that of half a dozen
people picked out at random on the road, all were able
to direct me in excellent English. Had Sir Charles
Trevelyan visited Tanjore in 1890, he would not have
said, as he did in 1860, “ we ought not to forget that
English is a difficult foreign language to the natives
of India, and that their acquisition of it should com-
mence at the earliest age at which children go to school,
while the memory is tenacious and the organs of speech
are supple.” The increase in the English-speaking
power of the people is absolutely extraordinary, and in
this there is political as well as educational gain.

We spent the night of the 26th in the train
after dining at the Tanjore Club, an institution main-
tained in a high state of efficiency by its members,
who number about -eight souls in alll The few
European officials at Tanjore are as cheerful, as they
are hospitable, and the fact that life there is literally
¢ gl work and no play,’ seems very far from producing
the proverbial consequences.

At half past 5 o’clock next morning, the train
stopped at Chingleput, where the Governor halted for
two hours to inspect the Reformatory. Magistrates

TOURS IN INDIA.
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are empoivered to direct, that boys under 16, sentenced
to imprisonment, should be sent to this institution, in
which, however, youths above 18, are not detained.
It is only within the last 21 years that the Madras
Government has established a Reformatory, of the ab-
sence of which Judges and Magistrates had for many
years complained. On the day of inspection, the
inmates included 121 boys of all ages from 8 to 18.
They were nicely dressed in clean white clothing,
and wore conical caps, each 6f which bore the badge of
the trade, its wearer was learning. For instance, the
carpenter had his chisel, the smith his anvil, the
weaver his shuttle, the tailor displayed a seissors, and
the gardener was proud of his spade. They all said
that they were happy and comfortable, and it appears
that they only “ask for more” on fish and mutton
days—a fare they prefer to the alternate-days’ diet of
vegetarian food. Only one boy had a complaint to
make. He said he did not like raggi, which makes a
most nutritious pudding, and having lately seen his
mother, he was anxious to get back home. All the
boys sang “ God save the Queen,” accompanied by a
fiddle, the proprietor of which teaches some of them
to play the kettle-drum, their fingers being rendered
supple by constant practice on the inevitable kerosine
ol tin. They also sang other songs, some of them
- accompanied by aetion. For instance, the smallest
boy in the school, a desperate offender of 8 years, who
stole a cloth, as he says at the dictation of his uncle,
went down on all fours, and groped about in the sand,
while a ving of others standing around pointed at him,
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and described in shrill and thrilling strains, how  this
mouse” was the most evil of living creatures, because
he was always stealing something. This referred to
the natural disposition of mice, and not to the actual
offence of this very little boy, in whose case no
application of the maxim malitia supplet ctatem could
well lie. A recent proposal to remove the Reformatory
to larger quarters, has been under consideration; but
it appears that there is room at Chingleput, for 20
pmiore boys, than the school contains. It was decided
to investigate this point, to amend the constitution of
the controlling board by the inclusion of the District
Magistrate, and to take into very serious consideration
the possible occurrence of fire, and the disastrous
effect in such a contingency, of the existence of a
large number of locked-up separate cells, which could
not be quickly opened, for the liberation of their
ocecupants. A

T have done into English one of the simple Tamil
Iyrics of the Reformatory. My translation is free, but
it reproduces the sense, and I daresay the quality, of
the original.

Before the sun has lit the skies
With rosy light, we early rise,

And fivst we supplicate the Lord

That he may health and help afford.
‘When thus prepared with thankful heart
To run our course, the day we start,
Each to his labour to address

Himself, nor lie in idleness. -

Some, happy they, 'neath plantain shade
Delve in the yielding earth with spade,
While many more unceasingly

The weaver’s shuttle deftly ply.

[
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Others the molten iron know

To fashion with unerring blow,

And nimble pairs of hands are made
To learn the useful tailor’s trade.

A

We all are busy, all confess

That sin begins with idleness, v

That those who work with all their might,
- At least in that, are doing right.

Thus when our sojourn here is o’er,
And we, reformed, are free 01.Ce MOTe,:
In after life we always mean

To be good boys, and bless the Queen.

While everybody was occupied in devising schemes
for their comfort and improvement, one of the boys
Was so ungrateful, as to take the opportunity to escape.

On the morning of the 27th at 8-30 we arrived at
Conjeeveram, where the Governor was the guest of
the Collector, Mr. Murray Hammick. This ancient
and sacred city may be described now, in the terms
used by Dr. Buchanan, who has left such a valuable
record of his travels, in 1800. He said “ Conjeeveram
18 a type of the Hindu cities of the Peninsula.. The
streets are broad, and lined with cocoanut trees, and |
cross one another, at right angles. The houses are
built in the form of“a square, with a courtyard in the
centre.”

The great divines of Hinduism, Sankarachariar and
Ramanujuchariar, both lived, and lectured here. 'The
first was the pillar of the Sivite, and the latter of the
Vishnuvite faith, Years of study merely increase the
difficulty of understanding Hinduism ; but it may
suftice for a rough division to separate all the orthodox
Hindus of the south into three sects, the Smartha, the
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Madava, and the Vishnava. The Smartha sect, which
includes the Sivites, holds that the creature is mnot I
“separate from the creator but possesses ¢ partem divine |
mentis et haustus, Atherios.” The Madava sect believes ;
that the creator and his creatures are separate, while
‘the Vishnuvites maintain, that the creature is separate
from the creator during life, but becomes absorbed in
him after death. How strongly do these differences
remind us of the causes which led to the earlier
ecumenical councils of the Christian Church. The
Hindus, however, unlike ourselves, are far from having
reached that tolerant frame of mind, born of in- :
difference, which regards these doctrinal disputes as
possessing a mere academic interest. f
The sanctity of Conjeeveram or Kanchi is unsur- «
passed. Siva addressing his wife said * Kanchi is
the best. Its inhabitants, those that have seen it,
heard and spoken of it, meditated upon it, and the
birds and beasts that inhabit it, obtain salvation. /
Even in the deluge I will raise Kanchi on the point
of my lance. It is to be without destruction for ever.”
Neverthelegs its temples, though quite of the first !
class, are not 8o grand and imposing, as those of Tanjore
and Madura. They were constructed in the 16th
century, during the rule of the temple-building
dynasty of Vizianagar, the ruins of whose capital are
described in the second chapter. The Vishnu temple
ig the richer, and contains a hundred pillared hall of
great architectural merit, seated in which the Gov-
ernor received an address from the trustees, and from
a Banserit sehool, established in connection with the

e —— e e
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temple. In replying to this address His Excellency
Impressed upon the trustées, the necessity for enforcing
Sanitary measures during the great festivals of the
year ; and urged the Sanscrit school, to contribute,
from its stores of learning, to the new oriental school
| lately founded in'London under the ilustrious patron-

age of the Prince of Wales, and under the auspices

of that distinguished scholar, Professor Max Miiller,
| whose interest in Tndia is inexhaustible. We do not
| know how far the idea of establishing a school for
modern oriental studies, in connection with the
Imperial Institute, has been developed, but we can all
agree with the learned Professor, when he says that
1o one can 8o well understand the people of India,
¢an sympathise with them, and can influence them, as
those who know their religion and can read their
sacred works. The new-school should be-of great
assistance to learning, science, and diplomacy, to the
arts, and to administeation, and one eannot but echo
the wish expressed by the Prince of Wales to the
offect, that those whose future duties will involve an
intimate acquaintance with oriental languages should
avail themselves freely of the resources for study and
practice, which the Imperial Institute will place at
their disposal.

In the year 640 A.D. the Chinese traveller Hieun
Thsang mentions Conjeeveram as a Buddhist town,
and though the followers of Buddha have been ex-
pelled hence, as indeed, with few exceptions, they
have been from the whole of India a thousand years
ago, a small Buddhist temple still existg near the

vvU
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town. In order to visit it, it is necessary to pass
through the weavers’ quarters. The town has for
ages been the head-quarters of a large community
of weavers, who have of late suffered grievously
owing to the competition of Manchester goods. Coarse
country cloths however are still manufactured, and
excellent silk ean be bought for less than six shillings
a yard, while the price of a dozen very good silk
handkerchiefs does not exceed 16 shillings. Weaving
operations are carried on for the most part in the open
air, either in the broad streets, or preferably under
shady groves of tamarind trees, which abound in and
about the town. As you enter a weavers’ grove, it
appears at first sight as if those occupied in this
industry were engaged in a pretty game or* in a

# Qountry life in India often suggests comparisons with the customs of
the youth of the world. These women at their ** soft tasks'’ unconsciously
rocalled the scene teferred to in the text. I have tried to translate the
passage, which begins "Ev 8¢ xopb» moliciAhe.

¢ And next the godlike cripple worked out upon the shield,

¢ A village dance, the like till then had never been revealed,

¢« 8ave once when Dewdalus himself had fashioned one as fair

<t For love of Ariadne with the glorious locks of hair.

¢ And men and much.wooed maidens, each worth a herd of kine,

¢ All holding one another’s hands danced defily up the line.

¢ The maids wore soft white linen, and as oil shines in the sun,

¢« 8o shong the woven tunics, which the men wore, everyone.

¢ Pwined round their shapely foreheads, the maids wore beauteous
wreaths,

¢t And the men bore golden scimitars encased in silver sheaths.

8o tripped they lightly, knowing well the figures of the dance,

“ As potters twirl the new-made wheel, fo see if it perchance

¢« Runs true and fair. And now they part, and now again join hands,

¢« Wach with the other intertwined, as in a rope its strands.”

These lines written and forgotten long ago, T chanced lately o remem.-
ber in & happy hour, in recollection of whick, as well as because they illus-
trate my subject, I reproduce them here.

#To give an instance of the swrvival at the presont day in Tndia of cus-
foms of great antiquity. Not long since the daughter of a rvich country

[
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village dance, such as Homer describes, as portrayed
¢ - on one compartment of Achilles’ shield. Rows of
women walk up and down the shady aisles, each
-holding aloft in the left hand a spindle, and-in the
,% right a bambog wand, through a hook at the end of
which, the thread is passed. Alongside are straight
upstanding rows of split, bamboos reaching as high as
their hips, and as they pass, they unwind the thread
from the spindle, by means of the wand, and pass it
over each alternate upright. The threads, thus
separated, are subsequently lifted, with their bamboo
uprights, from the ground, and while extended from
tree to tree, in a horizontal position, are washed
with rice water, and carefully brushed. The threads
are now ready .to be made into cloth, and the actual
weaving is carried on by means of primitive hand-
looms, inside the houses. In this manner are manu-
factured men and women’s ordinary clothing, as well

gontleman, T know, was given in marriage to a Rajput prineeling. The
lady had received an English education, and had adopted to a great extent
Einglish habits and customs, but her mother-in-law was a dame of a
- proud stomach and of the olden sclool. She insisted that her new daughter
should grind at the mill, and take her share in other household duties,
which, though in their case of merely symbolical efficacy, were eonsidered
the proper occupations of a gentlewoman in a family belonging to the
proudest caste in India. The younger lady, I believe carried the day, but it
need hardly be pointed out that in the heroic ages ladies of rank wero
engagell in such homely occupations, while Briseis in her tent idly awaited
her Achilles, just as the beaubies of Vijianagar, as Barbosa tells us, trifled
away the hours in silken pavilions, till the battle was over, and the bravest
claimed the fairest, as valour’s best reward,
} T would tell yet another tale that rather recalls, however, the atmos-
1 1 phere of medismval Italy. An Indian chief, who had lost many of his near
¢ relations, lately went to England to study medicine and walk the hospitals.
o Some surprise thereat was expressed by an Engliskneighbour, huta follower
mof the doctor-chief explained, that it was as well that ho should know as
much about poisons, as those around him in hig home ! ™

4
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as the red pocket handkerchiefs dear to the Tamil
man, which he takes with him to Singapore, or any
other distant place, to which he may migrate.

Leaving the weavers’ village behind you, and
crossing the sandy bed of the Vegavati or ¢ Swift-
flower,” which, however, contained not a drop of water,
you reach the ancient Jain temple. To the unin-
structed eye it does not widely differ from a Hindu
fane. The images, however, are those of deified saints,
or just men made perfect, who are worshipped by the
few descendants of the Indian Buddhists. I was
shown over the temple by a so-called Jain Brahmin,
but the Brahmins of Chingleput do not recognize
these sectaries as belonging to that caste. This, of
course, is quite natural, since Hinduism is not merely
a caste organization, but also a religious society.

The house of the chief priest is supported by beams
of wood resting on transverse ploughshares, which
again are supported on stone pillars, a most agricul-
tural style of architecture. The Jains here as in
other parts of India are extremely scrupulous about
taking life ; so much so that they will not touch food
after 6 o’clock, lest in the failing light, the life of any
insect be sacrificed during the preparation of their
food. They carefully strain their water too through
cloths, lest peradventure any animalculse be swallowed,
and this they do for the sake of such animalcules, and
not for their own good. On returning, I saw upon
the walls of 2 small Hindu temple a diglott notice in
English and Tamil, the former portion of which ran
thus :—
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Loxe Lire To HLH. tne MAHARAJA OF MYSORE,
whose Dramatic Company will act

* « THE NUNNERY.”

No rival, no equal.
Attractive night.
Worth hearing, worth seeing.
Enacted in a refined style.

~ Bhort and sweet.

Chairs for 1 e »» Annas 8 (or 1 shilling).
Bench for 2 e .o »» 4 (,, 6 pence).
Mat for males o e »  2(,, 3 pence).
Mat for females .. W% o 1 2400, SR

In Chingleput as in Tanjore, efforts were made
to discover the money value of the wages, plus. per-
quisites, of the agricultural- labourer, with the result
that, as in that district, so in this, it appears, that
the income of the poorest class in India, amounts to
something between 40 and 50 rupees a year. It must
not be imagined for a moment, that this necessarily
implies, want of food. I have mever seen signs of
want in any ordinary year, in any part of the Madras
Presidency : and Mr. Crole, an excellent authority,
who takes by no means rosy views of the condition
of the cultivator, says in his district manual of Chin-
gleput that ¢ in the majority of years the lot of the
ryot is far from a hard one.” The agricultural
labourer comes. below the poorest ryot in gocial
position, but I.am not sure that the material condition
of the latter is much more favourable. T am much of
the same opinion as that shrewd observer, Bishop
Heber, who said in 1824 : I do not apprehend that
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o peasantry are ill off, though they cannot of course
afford to live luxuriously.”

Tt should not be forgotten that in this stronghold
of Hinduism no less than 500 boys and 300 girls
are being educated by the Free Church of Scotland
Mission. We saw all the girls. As they were
mostly Sudras, few of them were married, though
many approached the years of maturity. It may be
remarked, that neither political nor social reform
excites any sort of interest, either here, or anywhere
in the district. Indeed I have been told that such
native papers as are advocating legislative inter-
ference with Hindu marriage, and other reforms, are
experiencing a large falling off in their circulation.
By the way for the benefit of those who hold that
infant marriage is a new thing, and a characteristie
of a late, and iron age, I may refer to the writings
of Ktesias, and Megasthenes, who upwards of 2,200
years ago, said ¢ that in India women bore children
at 7 and were old at 40.”

In the Chingleput district generally there seems
to be no desire, that the State should interfere in any
of the marriage customs, rights and disabilities of
the people. The question of reform chiefly affects
the Brahmins, who set an example, not so largely fol-
lowed by other castes, as is generally supposed, of
marrying their girls, before they reach maturity.
All ‘are agreed that the Brahmins and the castes

. who follow them, would strongly resent any legisla-
tive interference. Indeed, doubts were expressed,
whether Government would be justified, in the face
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of their pledges to the people, in amending the law,

80 as to provide that a widow, who remarries, should °
retain the property she inherited from her deceased
husband. .

Though the Chingleput district is not a rich one,
and possesses no great works of irrigation, very few
applications have been made by its ryots for loans
under the Land Improvement and Agricultural Loans
Acts. An improvement in this respect has, however,
been manifested in the last two years.

There seems some reason to doubt, whether the
extension of local self-government to village unions,
has not been more unpopular, than has been repre-
sented.

During Lord Connemara’s tours enquiries are
made in each district concerning the supply of female
medical aid to the women of the country. The
Madras Branch of the Countess of Dufferin’s Fund
arranges for the training and supervision at Madras
of scholars, who are supported by Local Boards, and
are bound, when qualified, to serve such Boards.
Midwives are attactiéd to no less than nine hospitals
in the district, and it is considered that no further
advance is, at present, feasible.

Boon after leaving Conjeeveram, the train passed
Pullalur, where Colonel Baillie was defeated by Hyder
Al in the memorable engagement, so * graphically
depicted upon the walls of the Daria Dowlat, at
Seringapatam. The peasants in the neighbourhood
say that spectres are frequently seen upon the battle-

¢ See Chapter VI.
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eld, where cannon balls, arms, and other accessories
of warfare are constantly turned up by the plough.
Such superstitions are common in England, as m
India. On the site of Edgehill, a similar belief has
existed, since the days of the battle, soon after which
it was currently reported that—

¢ Rierce fiery warriors fought npon the clouds
In ranks and squadrons and right form of war.
The noeise of battle hurled in the air,
Horses did neigh; and dying men did groan.”

It may not be generally known that a Commission
was appointed by King Charles I to report upon
this circumstance, and that ¢ three officers, men of
honour and distinetion, and thfe other gentlemen
of credit, testified to the appearance on the field

- of battle of the strange and portentous apparition of
two jarring and contrary armies.’

At Arconam we met the district officers of North
Arcot, and after the Governor had held brief confer-
ence with them, we proceeded through the night to
Guntakal. The heat was stifling, and at Renigunta
station we encountered 300 of the noisiest pilgrims
that ever prayed, many of whom were taken on by
the train.

We awoke in a more finely tempered clime at
Guntakal, where Mr. Laffan, the Collector of Bellary,
awaited His Excellency, and introduced a deputation
of citizens, headed by Mr. Sabapathy Mudelliar, who
asked for the intervention of Government to save,
from prosecution, certain bribe-givers, on whose
evidence bribe-takers had been convieted. The law
of India, under which both parties to the transaction
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are punishable, is no doubt a great obstacle to the
punishment of offenders. The difficulties arising
alike from its enforcement, and from its evasion, by

the grant of indemnities or pardons, have proved
infinite. There is no doubt, however, that the giver

of a bribe shares the moral obliquity of the receiver,

and whether or not the law be expedlent as it stands,

it is at least intelligible.

Our party, which had reeeived welcome additions
in Mr, Price at Arconam, and in Colonels Lindsay
and Gracey at Guntakal, thus augmented, proceeded
on its way to the Kistna, passing first of all Maddikera,
not far from which Sir Thomas Munro died of cholera.
‘This scourge is seldom altogether absent from the
Kurnool district, and deaths resulting from it had
been reported just before our arrival at Cumbum.
On either side of the aloe hedge that bounds the
permanent-way, were tall glistening crops of cholum
(sorghum), and dark green fields of castor oil. Recky
hills occurred at intervals and big boulders of rock,
on which generally smaller rocks are nicely balanced.
You would say, in many cases, that this phenomenon
must have been due to human action, but geologists
tell us that such combinations are the usual result of
the aetion of the weather on gneissic formations,
They are eminently characteristic of what Sir Alfred
Lyall happily calls, ¢the wide stony wolds of the
Decean.”” The imaginative Hindu does not, of course,
accept a geological explanation, and sees on these,
“stony wolds,” the rocks dropped by Hanuman’s
monkey warriors, when carrying material down frem

X =X
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the Himalayas for the construction of the bridge
from Ramnad, in Madura, to Ceylon, an engineering
work, which was essential to" the recovery of Rama’s
wife, from the clutches of Ravana, Ruler of the
Golden Isle.* The great fortress of Gooty, which
we passed at 6 o’clock in the morning, continued to
dominate the country we travelled over, till noon.
The crops looked very well, and the natural prosperity
of this unirrigated dry cultivation, explains in a great
measure the financial failure of the adjacent Kurnool
canal,T the water of which the ryots will not use.

At Kurnool Road, formerly called Dhone, Mr.
Kough, the Collector, joined us, and the question of
connecting Kurnool town with Kurnool road naturally
arose, the capital of the district being situated 32
miles from the railway. The Local Board is willing
to find the money for a branch line, and just now
the only question at issue appears to be, who shall
pay for the cost of a survey, in case such survey
proves abortive, and does not end in an accomplished
line. It is believed, however, that early action is
contemplated. Within twenty miles of this station
is Ramalcotta, the site of the diamond-fields described
by the jeweller-traveller Tavernier, who tells us that
the miners of the 17th century used small irons crooked
at the ends, which they thrust into the veins of rocks,
to draw from them the sand in which they found the
diamonds. No systematic effort is now made to work

 Oeylon In Hindu Htevature is termed Berandip; or the Golden Isle.
+ Bee Chapter 11,
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these ancient and renowned fields. Diamonds are,
however, still found from time to time, and after rain,
women and children may be seen hunting for gems in
the sands washed down from the hills. A mine is
worked by the Nawab of Banganapalle, whose small
Jaghire is situated in the district, and only the other
day, an Armenian merchant was wandering about
Kurnool, carrying with him a bag full of models of
all the principal diamonds in the world. Meanwhile,
however, a company formed to work the fields of
Wajra (or Diamond)— Karur in the neighbouring
district of Anantapur, has quite lately had to suspend
operations, though a mining expert’s report on the
character of the rock and soil, was very favourable.
On the other hand, diamonds are certainly being
found by the Deccan Mining Company on the banks
of the Krishna river, near the site of the mines of
Kollur, which like Ramalcotta, was one of the most
prolific sources in the 17th century of the so-called
Golconda diamonds. ‘

We halted awhile at Nandyal, where we met
Mr. Crole, the Commissioner of Salt and Excise
Revenue, engaged, as the Madras Government has
been for years past, in trying to perfect our excise
arrangements. A new system called the tree-tapping
license system has lately been introduced in many
parts of the Presidency, and it is expected that it will
bring the consumption of the fermented juice of the
toddy-palm under better control. The change causes
infinite frouble, of which no one thinks anything, yeot
Government in India gets no credit for its new

L.
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experiments, and its past improvements in excise.
Mr. Caine, however, allows, that Madras makes very
conscientious efforts to carry out the avowed policy
alike of England, and of India.

Beautiful lacquer fans are manufactured near

* Nandyal, but this art, and that of making inlaid
weapons, are both dying away, and the lacquer manu-
factures have, it is said, dwindled down to one man.
The Collector calculates that agricultural labourers
in the rural tracts get as much as Rs. 4-10-0 per
mensem, and in towns a rupee more, while artizans
earn from Rs. 13 to Rs, 18, a month. In 1824
Bishop Heber calculated that an agricultural labourer
in Bengal got slightly under Rs. 4 a month. This is
a striking confirmation of the accuracy of the estimate
I have made in an earlier part of this chapter.

After leaving Nandyal, the Bellary-Krishna Rail-
way winds its way up into the heart of the Nallamallai
hills, through many a cutting, and around many a
sharp curve, in which the train takes an alarming
cant to starboard, The scenery in these solitary hills
is very beautiful. On either side, as far as the eye can
reach, are undulating woodlands, and here and there
hills rise to a maximum height of 8,000 feet. Teak,
bamboo, yepi (kardwickia) and many other trees
gpring from a thick under-growth of coarse grass.
The Government attaches great importance to thege
forests, which have been constituted reserves, and
are being carefully developed, The railway, on this
section, burns as fuel, the local timber, which is
supplied at the rate of Rs. 5-8-0 a ton. Assuming
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31 tons to be equal to one ton of coal, the consump-
tion of wood remains cheaper, than that of Singareni
coal, though the latter can be bought at the pits’
mouth at Rs. 7-8-0 per ton. This is only another
proof of the prohibitive nature of the railway freight
paid for coal in India. Reverting for a moment to
the important subject of wages, the coal miners at
Singareni, who work by the piece, make from Rs. 25
to Rs. 80,—rates which, for India, are about equal to
the Rondda valley rates of 20 years ago—while ordi-
nary labourers get from 6 to 8 annas, or from 9d. to
1s., per day.

Shortly before descending from the hills on the
Krishna side, the line crosses a valley, which has been
bridged by a viaduct, at an altitude of about 200 feet
above the level of the ground, the highest, it was
said, in India, as the tunvel of half a mile which
immediately follows, is, it is believed, the longest.
The length of the girder, 250 feet, detracts in effect
from the height of the piers of the viaduet, upon
which we halted to enjoy the prospect of mountain
scenery. "

All along the railway, at every station, dancing
girls danced, tom-toms were beaten, Indian flutes
were played, and every kind of noisy welcome was
offered. The arrival of a train is still a great event
in these districts, into which the railway has been
newly introduced, and when the train contains the
Governor, the whole place is convulsed with excite-
ment. The antelope have not yet got aécustomed to
the steam-engine, and you may see them bounding
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away as it invades their solitude. Tigers take more
kindly to civilization, and one of these brutes quite
lately killed a buffalo in the station-yard at Gazzula-
pilli on the Krishna-Kurnool frontier, in high noon.
Another was observed examining the line a little
further on, and scratching the ballast, from under
the rails.

The Nallamallais will form a great reserve, and
everywhere we are now providing the fuel of the
future. Bir D. Brandis, a Forest Bismarck, has
brought home to Indian administrations the real
danger of supineness in conserving our forests. Yet
we have hope, reflecting that from the Indus to the
Mediterranean, there is little more than camelthorn,
while in Bengal in the 17th century fuel was so
scarce, ‘‘that* widows begged for wood out of
charity, to burn themselves withal, beside the dead
bodies of their husbands,” The wild tribes, who
inhabit these hills, live on forest produce, and fear-
lessly gather honey, hanging by bamkoo ropes over
dizzy precipices. They are the descendants of the
aboriginal inhabitants of Southern India,—men who
were described by the Northern invaders as monkeys
or goblins. I say Northern, and not Aryan advisedly,
for the one thing we do know is that such invaders
came from the North. The complacent theories of the
Aryan family upon the Pamir steppe, have been
subjected to several rude shocks, and now we are told
on far more satisfactory grounds than have hitherto
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been forthcoming, that the original home of the so
called Aryan family was in Southern Russia. Tt is
not a little absurd to hear the supposed common
descent of Englishmen and Hindus from this source,
gravely urged in Madras as a ground, on which
similar laws and customs might be applied to and
followed by “both races alike in the present day.

I quote one description of the aborigines which
sounds like ¢ a fine piece of invective.’ ¢ The abori-
ginal inhabitant is of the cemplexion of a charred
stake, with flattened features, of dwarfish stature,
with short arms and legs, large ears, protuberant
belly, black as a crow, with a projecting chin, a flat
nose, red eyes and tawny hair.’ In spite of all this.
the Chentsu is a very inoffensive creature, though shy,
as savages ever are. It is not safe, to presume on
his docility, An English Police officer of Kurnool,
after a long hunt, once captured a Chentsu offender,
and as the day was hot, gave him his sword to
carry | This proved too strong a temptation to the
robber, who cut the policeman down, and made his
escape.

It is reported that Kurnool district takes little
interest in the Congress, and contributes little or
nothing to the cause, in the shape of money. 1t
appears too, that in this backward district, the non-
official element, proves lukewarm in its love of local
self-government.

At nightfall, we reached Cumbum where we saw
several members of the American Lutheran Mission.
Here we dined and slept, and next day passed on
through a cultivated plain, broken in all directions
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by low picturesque hills. Yesterday we had passed
through country, where even domestic cattle, escaped :
from their owners, had reverted to the savage state,
and were a terror to the few inhabitants. To-day we
saw nothing less domestic than ploughing bullocks,
as we passed through several villages of the Nellore
District, belonging to the Rajah of Vencatagiri, His
people, too, danced and made music. It is curious to
seo ¢ three cheers’’ put on paper, but here they were,
or rather on cloth, in letters of gold, ¢ Cheers, Cheers,
Cheers.” Not that the people wanted such a lead.
They were most hearty, and clapped their hands in a
way that was almost British.

During this long railway journey we naturally
heard many railway stories. Of these, one was of a
railway employé, up in the hills, whose platform was
invaded by a panther. He reported the circumstance,
and said that he had met the attack by shutting
himself in his office, and ringing the station bell.
Another, a station master, whose meaning has never
been discovered, reported to his superior, that *ser-
pents were percolating in streams through his office.”
Yot another official telegraphed to the agent of the
line ¢ whole goods train passed over ome gang
cooly ;” but thinking this needed some comment on

his part, supplemented the sad intelligence with

another telegram to the effect that the ¢ cooly wag

dead.)? There was no cause for wonder in that, but

considering the agency that is enlisted for the
! working of a new line in India, it is wonderful thaf
trains run at all.

After passing Vinukonda and Narasaraupett—both,
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places of some importance—the line passed through
Feringipuram, or Franks’ Town, a great missionary
centre, where the French Jesuits settled in the 18th
century, while a French garrison was quartered: at
the neighbouring fortress of Kondavid. _This cele-
brated hill fort is situated on a range of hills, the
highest of which reaches an elevation of 1,700 feet
above the sea. The works .are of great extent, and
the place was the seat of a Telugu race of kings of
Kondavid, who flourished in the 14th contury, It
subsequently passed by conquest under the Mussul-
man kings of Golconda, and under the French ; and
1t continued to be strongly garrisoned, until it was
made over to the East India Company in _1788.
Near here is atown called ¢ Kukka’ or Dogs’ Kakani,
where a stone, on which is graven a rude presentment
of a horseman and his hound, commemorates the death
of an Indian Beth Gelert. A gentleman of the olden
time lived here, and lived well, and ran in debt.
Being unable to pay, he gave his creditor, a money-
lender, his best hound. The trader said he thought
the dog would return to his master, but the laird
replied, that the dog had never disobeyed his orders,
which now were that he should stay with his new
owner. That night, thieves broke into the house,
and had possessed themselves of all the trader’s
wealth, but for the hound, which gave the alarm.
Thankful for his money saved, the trader told the
faithful dog he might go home to his old master, but
when the latter saw him returning, he slew him with
an_arrow, for his disobedience. Soon afterwards, a
XY
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letter explained it all, but the hound was dead, and
naught remained, but unavailing grief.

From oné of the stations near here, a station mas-
ter reported two of his pointsmen for fighting. He
said the aggressor ‘threw a stone at Ram Buksh,
which fortunately hit Ram Buksh’s wife, and unless
both these men are scattered in different directions by
opposing trains, there will be murder and suicide,
including to myself.” Asked why he considored it
fortunate that the stone hit Ram Buksh’s wife, this
chivalrous controller of trains explained ¢ that other-
wise it would have hurt Ram Buksh.”

Feringipuram is in the district of Satanapalli, in
which also are situated the celebrated Amaravati tope,
and the unworked marble quarry of Bellamkenda.
The last halt in the long railway journey was made at
Gruntur, one of the largest towns in the district, where
much cotton is pressed, for despatch to the port of
Cocanada. The chief business done here, is cotton
broking and packing, and to a casual visitor, it would
appear to be more remarkable for the number of
dancing girls it contains, and for a plethora of red .
umbrellas, than for any other characteristics. Just
as the Governor ‘was answering a brief address pre-
sented, by the Municipality, down came the rain, and
up went the umbrellas. Not only are these useful
articles invariably red in Guntur, but the inhabitants
affect the same colour for their clothing, to such an
extent that the whole place is of an ensanguined hue.
Mr. Giil drove us round the town, and a visit was
paid to a school for Mahomedan women, belonging to
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the American Lutheran Mission. In this excellent
institution, embroidery is taught in gold, silver,
brass, and silk thread, and the patterns, be it said to
Miss Dryden’s eternal credit, are exclusively oriental.
General education is also attended to; and there is
a Kindergarten department. Several arches in the
town bore the practical and original inscription of,
¢ Cotton’s warmest welcome.” ~Oddly enough, while
we were in the yard of a cotton pressing firm, a man
came up with a Reuter’s telegram, which reported
that further measures were being taken by Cotton
Associations at home to protect the trade against the
adulteration of Indian cotton. Unfortunately the
complaint is too well founded. The fault vests in
Madras chiefly with the grower, and not so much with
the packer, and with silver rising he had better look
to it, lest he find his occupation gone.

Not long since, a complaint that a temple here,
had been profaned by a European gentleman, was
made to Gtovernment, which gave much attention to
the matter, ordered the fullest inquiry, and gave com-~
plete satisfaction to the complainants. It is interest-
ing to note how a similar complaint was disposed of
under native rule in the 17th eentury. Tavernier,
the traveller, intentionally entered the inner apart-
ment of a temple in this distriet for the purpose of
satisfying himself, as to what he believed to be an
imposture. He got rid of the priest by sending him
for water, but the latter returned, and found the
Frank inside the temple. Says Tavernier, ‘“He
cursed me because I had profaned, as he said, his

3
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‘temple, but we soon became friends by means of two
rupees, which I placed in his hands, and he at the
game time offered me betel.”

Between Guntur and Bezwada lies Mangalagiri,
or the hill of happiness, at the foot of which, is
gituated a pagoda with a very high pyramidal tower,
the god of which is said to be in the habit of drinking
¢ just the half of any pot of sherbert bigge or little,
that is given to him, and to refuse to drinke more of
the same pot.” So Mr. Streynsham Master reported,
after his journey from Madraspatnam to Mechlipatam
in 1679,

On the morning of the 1st October we travelled
before breakfast from the site of the present Krishna
terminus to the right bank of the river, to which the
line has been extended since our visit* to Bezwada in
December last.  On that occasion representations were
made to the Bombay Government, which controls the
South Mahratta line, with the result that passengers,
to their great convenience, and to that of trade, are
now booked from the river bank, and not from a
jungle station 3 miles distant.

The afternoon of Wednesday, the 1st October, was
devoted to cutting the first sod of the® East Coast
Railway, the main object of this very hot tour, during
which, the thermometer ranged in the railway stations,
in which we encamped, from 95° to 107% the higher
figure being frequently exceeded in the train. Omn
the mefre gauge carriages rock a great deal, going

% See'Chapter XL.
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round corners they take a list to starboard or larboard
as the case may be, and when the kitchen is ahead of
you, and its culinary odours incessantly prevail, the
illusion is complete, and you feel sea-sick. I con-
stantly expected to see the fiddles on the table, and
was always burning ¢ to land.”

The ¢ opening ceremony” took place upon the
approach to the right-hand abutment of the new
Krishna bridge, the construction of which is entrusted
to Mr. Spring, an engineer of long experience and
high reputation, whose name is already honourably
connected with several engineering works in India.
This gentleman, in the absence of Mr. Walker, the
Chief Engineer of the East Coast Railway, presented
an address. The bridge will connect the Bellary-
Krishna metre-gauge railway with His Highness the
Nizam’s guaranteed railway, a broad-guage line, and
also with the East Coast Railway, now to be con-
structed on the broad gauge from Bezwada to Cuttack,
and ultimately on to the Central Provinces or to
Caleutta. At the site of the bridge the river is a
mile and a quarter broad. It will, however, be
guided by stone-faced embankments into a breadth of
2 of a mile, which alone will be bridged, the system
of narrowing the river being that which has been
adopted in the case of the Chenab, and for the protec-
tion of Dehra Gazi Khan from the floods of the Indus.
The bridge will consist of 12 spans of 307 feet ; the
iron work of each span weighing 460 tons. The
girders will rest on piers 486 feet high, which them-
selves will rest on well foundations, sunk 83 feet
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below the lowest low-water. The girders will carry
a metre-gauge, as well as a broad-gauge train, provi-
sion is made for ordinary cart traffic, and there will
also be side-walks for foot-passengers.

As regards the construction of the bridge the first
geason will be mainly one of preparation ; the second
will see well-sinking, and masecnry in full swing, and
training works established. The third will be a
girder season, and the 1st of April 1893 will probably
see the whole bridge finished. If anybody can com- |
plete it earlier Mr. Spring is probably the man.

The circumstances under which the East Coast
Railway was first brought to notice, and the history
of the project from its conception to the date of the
inaugural ceremony of cutting the first sod, were fully
given in Lord Connemara’s speech. From first to last |
His Excellency has had the project much at heart, |
and nothing he has done during his tenure of office, |
has given him sincerer pleasure, than to be permitted
to inaugurate a work so useful to the people of India,
and of such supreme importance to the inhabitants of
his own Presidency. The names of the Becretary
of State, Lord Cross, of the Viceroy, Lord Lansdowne,
and he hopes his own, will ever be associated with the
construction of this great link in the communications
of India.

Lord Connemara began his speech by paying a
well-earned tribute to Mr. H, G, Turner with whom
the idea of the BEast Coast Railway originated, and he
quated Mr. Turner’s able monograph, to show how
rich and populous is much of the country through

TOURS IN INDIA.
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which it will pass, how important it is to give the
Central Provinces communication with the sea, and
what a rich and promising country exists in the high-
lands of Vizagapatam-Jeypore, which the line will
serve. He referred to the importance of this railway
from a famine protective point of view, as a distri-
butor of Singareni coal, as the parent line of future
extensions, and the inevitable forerunner of direct
communication between Madras and Caleutta.

It is of the highest importance that the align-
ment should be satisfactory from a geographical and
commercial, as well as from an engineering point of
view, and the Madras Government is most anxious,
that every mile, that passes through the Krishna
and Vizagapatam districts, in which work is to be
commenced, should be carefully considered by the
engineers in communication with the heads of these
districts, who have received instructions to keep Gov-
ernment posted in their opinions, as to the route that
should be followed, to the end, that no land shall be
actually acquired until it is quite certain, that the
alignment decided upon is the best possible.

Lord Connemara also expressed an earnest hope
that the Government of India, by whom the East
Coast Railway is being constructed as a State line,
will decide to bridge the Godavari at once. Sooner
or later, this must be done; it will not cost more, 1t
appears, than will the Krishna bridge, and by begin-
ning with a bridge, the considerable expense of the
temporary ferry will be saved.

Very admirable arrangements were made for the



¢
TOURS IN INDIA. é iL ‘

opening ceremony by Mr. Spring and Mr. Morse, and
a large number of officials, and others from Hydera-
bad, Guntur, Masulipatam, and elsewhere attended.
Tt goes without saying that crowds of people from the
surrounding country flocked in to witness the first
outward and visible sign of the commencement of
this railway, in which they are sufficiently enlight-
ened to be deeply interested.

An address from Masulipatam urged the claims of
that port to an extension in its direction of the rail-
way system. This is to found a good case on a bad
argument. The Krishna delta from end to end should
be traversed by the Bellary-Krishna line, which was
constructed to bring its “ golden grain ” to the famine
haunted area of the Ceded Districts. That line
should, if possible, be extended down the delta to
Masulipatam, not to restore to life, that once famous,
but now decaying port, but to take away from its
vicinity, its rice and other produce, which could thus
be sent from the field, across the river to the market,
without breaking bulk.

Masulipatam, famous of old for muslin, has in
later days been an educational centre of some note,
though it has not yet by any means become, as Sir
Charles Trevelyan prophesied in 1859, ‘“more to
the Northern Circars, than Oxford and Cambridge
have been to the United Kingdom.” i

'Phere are some rock temples in a hill overlooking
the Krishna at Undavilli, not far from our camp, and
as in the weather we experienced, the middle of the
moonlit night was the only tolerable time of day,
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Mr. Campbell and I started after dinner to visit
them, We rode along in comfort after causing the
flaring and oil-exhaling torches of our attendants to
be put out. When we got to a bad place, they were
lighted again in a moment. The torch béarer, omépua
mupds eawy, is ever ready. Out of Cimmerian
darkness, apparently without tinder, flint, or spark, he
produces a light. 'Where he keeps ‘the fire seed ’ is
a mystery. We reached the village and aroused the
curnam or accountant, who lived in a nice mud-house,
the walls of which were painted in streaks of white
and brick colour, and the roof of which was thatched.
A baby was crying inside and I said I feared we had
disturbed it. ¢ No matter,” said he, ¢ the child is not
usually awakened gt this time, but T am delighted to
see your honours. All times are equally convenient,
in which I can be of service”” Then he took us to
the caves, making polite remarks at intervals, and
apologising for every individual thorn that presumed
to bar our way. In the hill at the back of his village
are temples and rest-houses, hewn in the rock, small
and unimportant, compared with those of Karli, for
instance. Though these temples are of Hindu origin,
as a great recumbent effigy of Vishnu proves, they
are nevertheless, as Mr, Fergusson tells us, built in
obvious imitation of the Buddhist monastery, in which,
each in his own little rock-hewn cell, the Buddhist
monks spent the rainy season studying the sacred
books, and practising a temperate asceticism, The
caves were full of loathly bats, which, dazzled by the
toreh-light, flew almost in our faces, hovered around
zz
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us, or hung head downwards from the blackened
roofs. - In the winding stairs, and on the terraces, we
lost our way, but soon regained the stone-steps, and
exchanged, with pleasure, the atmosphere of a cata-
comb, for the now fairly cool air without, and a view
of the glorious moon shining placidly down on the
sacred river. Our friends escorted us some way and
there was just a little petition before we parted. We
knew the hill, they said. Well they lived below if,
and their ancestors had pastured their flocks on it,
¢ ever since it was born,’ it was a little hard that new
forest rules prevented the exercise of this privilege;
doubtless my companion, whose power Wwas only
equalled by his learning and sense of justice, would
at once see this put right. They would send in a
humble representation on the subject, and so good
night.

The politeness and courtesy of the Telugu pedple
are remarkable. Their speeches, done into literal
English, sound somewhat subservient, but when the
usual allowance is made for Eastern hyperbole, their
language is not obnoxious to this charge. In fact

their manner and bearing are frank and independent,
compared with those of the inhabitants of many parts
of India.

The condition of local self-government, and the
local affairs generally of the Krishna district, had been
fully gone into on the oceasion of our visit last October.
Tt was now stated, that among others than Brahmins
and traders, the age at which girls are married tends
to rise beyond that of puberty to that of the attain-




1,

TOURS IN INDIA. 363

ment of full maturity. It was satisfactory too, to
- learn, that not one of the fifteen hospitals of this
great and improving district, lacked the services of
a trained midwife.

On the way back from Bezwada we halted at
Cumbum to visit this fever-stricken station, once a
place of greater importance. The town and neigh-
bourhood have been reduced by malaria to very small
proportions, the various public effices, that once existed
here, have all been removed, and the sole remaining
glory of the place is its tank, or lake, for a sheet of
water of 16 square miles deserves the latter name.
The country is traversed by low parallel offshoots of
the Nallamalais, in which mountain streams have their
origin. The outlets from the hills, around the Cum-
bum tank, have from time immemorial been eclosed
by Titanic embankments, and the area within is thus
flooded with water, which irrigates large tracts below.
The embankment of this great work once breached, and
the people sacrificed to the goddess of the water two
shepherds, whose name both tank and town have ever
since borne. Once, in warfare, it was wantonly cut,
and once a Princess spent her dowry on its repairs.
On one side of the water, the hills rise to an height
of 3,000 feet, and in the centre of the lake are dotted
little round islets, on which roam domestic cattle,
which have reverted to the savage state. They
escaped during the dry season when the island was
accessible, having by some instinct learnt that the
rising water would soon secure their continued liberty., |
On the embankment a petition was presented for the

84
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restoration of Cumbum ¢ to its former glorious cons
dition,” and though all that the petitioners want
cannot be done, it seems possible that a dam, advisedly
demolished for sanitary reasons, may perhaps, without
sanitary objection, be repaired. Tess information is
available about Kurnool than other districts, because
one of its Nawabs finding the records in hopeless
confusion, had them all thrown into the Tungabhadra
river, when in flood. The district of Krishna boasts
of a Hindu Beth Gelert, and the district of Kurnool
has its St. Patrick, for there is a tradition that in
the Yerramalai mountains snakes never bite. 1t
appears that a serpent, there, once bit a Saint, but the
snake died and the holy man lived, and forbade all
snakes in that locality to bite, with fatal effect, ever

afterwards.
On our return to Madras we had travelled 1,516

miles by rail in 12 days, had slept four nights in the
train, and had experienced a temperature ranging
between 96° and 107° Tt was hotter and more
exhausting altogether, than any of our previous jour-
neys, and some of us folt the effects long afterwards.
It is odd, that in Madras, the hottest of Indian pro-
vinces, the cold weather, which alone allows of travel-
ling without danger and risk, should during the last
few years have been spent at the capital, while in
other parts of India, it is devoted to touring, which
is done for the year before the apnual visit to the
Hills, There seems little advantage in making ftwo
months earlier a tour which perhaps so affects the
Governor of a Presidency, that he has in consequence



QL

TOURS IN INDIA. 365

to leave India a year earlier, than he otherwise would
have. Coming down from the European climate of
the Nilgiri Hills the effects of sudden heat and con-
tinued exhaustion are very great. A month later this
tour would have been quite pleasant and at the same
time of equal profit from a public point of view.

The Bellury-Krishna State Railway is worked by
the Southern Mahratta Railway Company, as a part
of its system, which now serves the southern portion
of the Mahratta country proper, and extends across
the Peninsula to Bezwada, whence it is hoped it will
ere long be prolonged to Masulipatam. Different
branches take off from this line from sea te sea. One
runs northwards to Poona, the Mahratta eapital,
another passes through Bijapore, one of the earliest
Mahratta conquests, to join the Great Indian Penin-
sula Railway, near Sholapore, and a third branch runs
southwards to Bangalore, and Mysere, whence it will
soon run on to the foot of the Nilgiris.

The Southern Mahratta Railway thus serves much
of the country which at one time or another was
subject to the sway of the short-lived, but widely

v extended empire of the Mahrattas. The portion first
constructed was, that which runs from Gadag, in
Dharwar district, across the river Krishna, to Bijapore
and on to Sholapore, a tract of country which has
often been desolated by famine and other natural
calamities. In 1791 the ground was covered with
skulls, during what is known to this day, as the Skull
famine. In the famine of 1876 and 1877, which led
to so many railway extensions, the Bijapore distriot
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suffered more severely than any other part of the
Bombay Presidency, and in 1879 its crops were
devoured by rats, of which upwards of four millions
were destroyed. Plague, pestilence and famine, have
for ages seized upon these uplands as their own, but
from the Mahratta country, whence hordes of robbers
once sallied forth on their plundering expeditions,
leaving ruin and want in their train, the beneficent
railway now stretches forth its branches conveyiug
food and succour to the Deccan, the Ceded Districts,
and Mysore.

It is to their misfortunes that these tracts of
country owe the early provision of railway communi-
cations. The Northern Circars, on the other hand,
which until lately have been more remote from
railways, than any other part of India, have generally
been rich and prosperous. They were among our
earliest acquisitions, and those who know these dis-
triots best, are most confident that the East Coast
Railway, by which they will now be connected with
other railway systems, will prove a more remunerative
line, than any one that has hitherto been constructed
within, or upon the confines of, the Madras Presi-
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dency.
The Governor had hoped to travel westwards by

the South Mahratta Railway as far as Bijapore, but
his engagements forbade the excursion. The ruing
of the “ Palmyra of the Deccan” are well worth a
yigit. They bring home to those who see them, the
greatness of the Mussulman kingdoms of the Penin-
sula which were added to the empire of the Mogul,
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“in the time of Aurangzebe. Since the Adil Shahi
dynasty was founded in 1489, by a reputed son of
the then Sultan of Turkey, at least two of its kings
have been housed in death in such fashion, that their
memories yet live. The beautiful proportions, pro-
fuse, yet gracefnl ornament, and lace-like -carvings
of the mausoleum of Ibrahim Adil Shah, excite the
admiration of visitors familiar with the Taj, and other
masterpieces of Saracenic architecture, while Sultan
Mahmood reposes beneath the largest dome in the
world, which crowns a suitably imposing mass of
plain masonry. Architects have fully described this
wondrous work, astonished at a covered area of
upwards of 18,000 square feet, uninterrupted by
supports. They compare it with the Pantheon, the
next largest space covered by a single dome, and
with St. Paul’s, with which it is contemporary. - The
buildings are of a widely different character, and all
technicalities apart, I would describe the Bijapore
dome as resembling an inverted teacup, while that of
the Pauntheon favours the form of an inverted saucer.
The Gothic arches of another incomplete mausoleum,
notwithstanding the wholly different character of the
surroundings, at once recall the ruins of Tintern
Abbey. I should hesitate to say so, but that every
visitor makes the same remark,

To return to the railways of the Madras Presi-'
dency. :

As this has been par excellence a Railway Tour, it
will be interesting to sum up the results of railway
administration for the last four years, a term which
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synchronizes with Lord Connemara’s tenure of office
up to date. :

The Bellary-Krishna and Tripati-Nellore lines
have been opened, the Nizam’s Railway has been
extended to Bezwada, and the Madras Railway to
Calicut, while a branch of the last-named line has
also been made to Palghat.

The Villupuram-Tripati and Pakal-Guntakal lines
are under construction, and approach completion.

The construction of the above-mentioned lines was
of course sanctioned before 1886.

The Hast Coast, Trivalur-Muttupett, and Nilgiri
Railways have just been commenced, and the Madras-
Bezwada, and Mysore Frontier to Gudalur, lines are

under survey.
To sum up, during the last four years 393 miles

of railway have been opened, 366 miles are under
construction and well advanced towards completion ;
operations which will eventually extend over 658
miles, have been commenced within the last few days,
and the survey of 284 miles has just been sanctioned.

VILLUPURAM-TRIPATI RAILWAY.

Lord Connemara made one more tour before he
left Madras, on the 7th December 1890, exactly four
years after his arrival. He went to open the * Villu-
puram-Tirunomalei section of the Villupuram-Tripati

# Tord Wenlock hap since opened a further extension to Tripati.
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line mentioned above, and Captain Stamer and I
accompanied him. The tour merely consisted of a run
to Tirunomalei, where there is a great Shivite temple,
and back again to Madras. The inhabitants of a town
on the new line complained of the sitnation of their
station, and His Excellency, after a brief consultation
with his colleague Mr. Garstin, and with the Con-
sulting Engineer, and after visiting both sites, with
characteristic . readiness, refolved, upon the spot, to
make the change desired. _

Speaking at luncheon at Villupuram the same day
he made an appreciative reference to the foregoing '
Narratives of his journeys in and around the Madras
Presidency, which had given me the opportunity to
lay down the pen of a * historiographer ” in a happy
hour, but for the regret I feel, that our frequent
travels together are over, and our ever pleasant
relations, ended.
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owers, with the title of each written on ivory, or
graven on metal, as the case may be. In every room
are pictures.of white-limbed divinities, who seem to
have accomplished that bi-sexuality of which the late
Lawrence Oliphant told us so much in his latest

revelation.. To the picture gallery you pass through
" doors of ivory with carved panels, and within you see
other doors of silver with big bosses, a pattern origi-
nally adopted, they say, because of the discomfort it
occasions to elephants or other living battering-rams.
The pictures are most quaint and interesting ; the floor
is black stone inlaid with brass; and that once pre-
cious metal, silver, is freely used in all the appointments
of the room, which is low and dark, and has. the
fascinating air, uncommon in the Bast, of having been
ocoupied, valued, and cared for, through many a
changing year. ;

All this Eastern magnificence is not incompatible *
with the use of the latest Western inventions, as we
are reminded when a telephonic message is sent to
the stables a mile away to say ‘ we may be expected
there immediately.”

Next morning we visited Seringapatam, erossing
the Cauyery river, on the stone-stepped margin of
which women were bathing, and washing the brazen
household vessels, which flashed in the sunlight.
These bathing ghauts are almost always beautiful, and
the native women look most graceful, with their yellow
silk or blue cotton elothes clinging eclosely to their
figures. Bamboos hang over the water’s edge, and
vegetation is picturesquely completing the destruction
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of the Fort, which was begun by the British cannon,
We see the corner where the breach was made by which
the troops entered, and the place where they divided
into two parties: one to push Tippoo further back-
wards into the Fort, and the other to complete its
eircuit and to slay its master, as he sought to gain his
Palace, and there ‘make a last stand. The Fort i not
in itself particularly interesting; but its site on an
island, around which flows the sacred Cauvery, is ab
once strong, striking, and picturesque. A voluble
apothecary told us everything. He explained the
paintings on the walls of the Deria Dowlat, a beautiful
garden house of open halls and verandahs painted most
gorgeously, yet most tastefully, in red, yellow, and
gold. The boughs of trees penetrate into the upper
verandahs, and on the walls are depicted Hyder ‘and
Tippoo on the march to defeat Colonel Baillie. Either
Prince sits on a state elephant in a golden howdah,
smelling a rose—the traditional attitude in which
Bastern Kings are painted. Further on they meet
‘olonel Baillie and proceed to demolish himself and
his army. Heads are flying on every side in this
Homeric contest, and in the centre Colonel Baillie,
splendidly attired in «full-dress uniform and seated
in a palanquin, bites the thumb of disappointment.
Close to him a magazine is exploding, and one native
water-carrier, with a skin full of water, essays to
quench the flames. The presence of Count de Lally
on a prancing steed leads the apothecary, himself
a native, to explain that ¢ The French always joined
with native States—hence their downfall.” He also



