
never strong enough, to set up - a lasting power, i  no.c h a p t e r  up 
other states seized upon every chance of asserting 
their own independence ; and the hegemony which 
individual princes were able to establish seldom out­
lived more than a few generations.

E very state 1 lad its own prinee, its own feudatory g j t  «>»>.«- 
chieftains, and its own separate constitution. The 
demesne of the prince occupied the centre of his 
dominion; whilst the fiefs of his several chieftains 
were distributed around. The royal demesne had a 
tendency to diminish with the grant of new fiefs; 
but at times it had a tendency to expand with 
new acquisitions arising from lapses or forfeitures.
Originally the princes and their respective chieftains 
formed a military aristocracy. Each prince luid pro­
bably in ancient times his own special band of com­
panions, sworn to live or die in his defence. It 
seems probable trait in Rajpootana, as in Europe, 
tile close personal tie between the prince and bis 
followers was superseded by a feudal relation be­
tween lord and vassal. Traces of the original insti­
tution were to be found at a comparatively recent 
period amongst the Rajpoot principalities of the 
Peninsula.39 Each prince had also his own council 
of chieftains, in which all questions were discussed, 
whether of local or imperial interest. The Ranas of 
Meywar were nominally the sovereign lords of all.
On grand occasions, when the general peace or wel­
fare were concerned, the Rapa convened a great 
assembly of all the princes and chieftains of Rajast'- 
han. Accordingly, as every subject had been pre-

39 gee especially Marco Polo’s account of tiro five kings of the Tamil country,
, which will be brought under leview in chap. ph\
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(o t t o h l  viously discussed in the local 'councils, every prince 
and chieftain of the separate states attended tire 
liana’s assembly, fully prepared to take Iris part in . 
the imperial council.

£ X ?mInis” If would, however, appear that, in the progress of 
political development, the Rana of Meywar-seems to 
have called in the aid of a civil power to neutralize 
the encroachments of military feudatories. Tod 
a dodos to the “ good times’ ’ of k icy war, in which 
the liana was aided by a council of four ministers of 
the crown and their deputies ; and promulgated all 
the legislative enactments in which the general 
rights and wants of the community were involved.
In this civil admi.iistra.tion neither the feudatory 
princes, nor their respective chieftains, had airy 
share or concern.10 Tod is unable to furnish any 
explicit information upon the development of tins 
system of civil government. The wars between the 
Mahrattas and Rajpoots, which prevailed during the 
greater part of the eighteenth century and the earlier 
part of the nineteenth, had reduced the old -Rajpoot. 
constitutions to a state' of comparative chaos.-

Fortunately the existing constitution of the 
ohvpor our- kingdom 0f‘ Ava, or upper Burma, will be found to 

throw considerable light upon the subject.41 The 
sovereigns of Burma claim with some show of reason 
to be of Rajpoot descent. Their usages and ideas 
are in general accordance with those of the ancient 
Kshatriyas. But the power of the old military

,Iri Tod’s Rap.st'linn, vol. i. Feudal System in Rnjast'han, chap. ii.
41 The statements as regards the existing constitution of the hinn-dom of AVrt 

arc cbidiy based upon certain notes which tv ere talOm. by the' author during' a 
semi-political -mission to Mandalay and Uhattw in the year 1870. Tl* -y arc, 
Vuvov-r, in general accordance with the information supplied by F. SangeraHtuo,

* “ .Description of the Burmese Empire.” Roino, 1883.

't!' * * | m <{ !ti &|| (|i | 1 i
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feudatories hasbeeu crushed out by the growth of an cHAfriEfe-vri: 
official and non-hereditary nobility. The conse- 

; qtiersce has been, that the Burmese constitution lias 
' neither an aristocratic element nor a popular one.

It consists of mere civil and military officials, whose 
title anti position entirely depend upon the will o f 
the sovereign. It is thus a bureaucracy of the worst 
form, for it is altogether wanting in that hereditary 
influence and national spirit, winch are necessary to 
impart stability and consistency to the imperial 

-jh ~ rule, Ad Vf'  ̂ 1 ’ l i i l t f ' ■ ' yyffi ■
The central authority at Mandalay, the present ^4 J , 1 counc ils .

capital of Burma, directs and controls, the entire 
administration of the kingdom. It consists of two 
great Councils, namely,—

1st. The supremo council and high court of 
appeal, -known as the IHot-dau.

2nd. The privy or palace council, known as the 
Byade.it.

The If lot-dam or supreme council of Ava, cor- Thoicot-dmu
'  1 t or  suijrcm-ii

responds to the royal council of four- ministers of theC0UUCli' 
crown, and their deputies, which is mentioned by 
Colonel Tod. It ma|| therefore be accepted as a 
modern development of the royal council which ex­
isted under the old Ban as of Movwar. It exercises 
all the powers of a senate, a high court, and a 
cabinet. Its functions are legislative, judicial, and 
executive. As a senate, it possesses a constitutional 
power of ve to  to any act or order of the king. As 
a high court of civil and criminal justice, it tries all 
important cases, and is the highest court of appeal.
As a cabinet, it exercises- all the powers of govern­
ment ; and* every order of the king is issued by the 
Idiot-dau in the name of the; ministers of whom the

® 1 r  < 1



chaptervii. court is composed. The court consists of the four 
; Woongyees, or great minikters| and the four Wood-

douks, or assistant ministers. The crown prince is 
ex-officio president of the council; but a still higher 
throne is set a.part for the king, on which his majesty 
occasionally takes His seat.

nyatvc, The Bvadeit, or palace. council, is still more
oiL closely associated with the king, and it is doubtful

whether it ever existed in Meywar. It consists of 
four ministers of the interior, who are the private 
advisers of the king, and take charge of the treasury, 
and all receipts and disbursements.

AntOn of \ flic IIlot-dan, or supreme council, and the
oiiOiwIisrii for _ . ’  L
feudalism. Bvadeit, or privy council, thus form the two govern­

ing departments of the administration of Ava. Like 
the courts of the Normans and PUmtagen'eta, both 
departments invariably accompany the king when­
ever he makes a progress within his own domin­
ions. But in upper Burma, the old feudal element, 
which still prevails in Kajpootana, lifts entirely 
pressed away. The two councils are composed of 
subservient smooth-tongued officials, whose ideas 
and aspirations are all centred in the king. They 
are the shadow without the substance of a. constitu­
tion. They, however, serve to give a. seeming 
permanence to the government of the kingdom, and 
perhaps hold it together, in the same way that 
officialism and routine field together the Byzantine 
empire for generations after its life-blood had .cubed 
away.

I W  5 ■■ ': Ql
' C:-’ ' 3 5 0  HISTORY OF INDIA.
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CHAPTER VIII.

THE .BRAHMAN 10AL REVIVAL; A.D. 600— 1600.

T h e  seventeenth century ushers in the history chat . vm.  

of modern India. In the Punjab and Hindustan 
the Mussulmans had founded the Mogul empire, S ? S tU' 
and established its ascendancy from the mountains 
of JBactria and Cashmere to the delta of the Ganges.
In the Bekhan the lesser Mussulman sovereignties 
had overthrown the last of the old Hindu empires, 
and were engaged in wars amongst themselves, or in 
e.xteudirig their arms into the-southern Peninsula,
Meantime a new power appeared in the Eastern seas, 
which was destined to hold an imperial sway over 
the whole Indian continent. In 1600 the East-India 
Company obtained its first charter from Queen 
Elisabeth. In 1605 the emperor Akber died at 
Agra, and was succeeded by his son Jehfingir, the 
grandfather of Aurangzfb. In 1613 the English 
built their first factory at Surat, and concluded 
their first treaty -with, emperor Jehanglr. In 1630 
they founded Madras; in 1661 they obtained Bom­
bay; and in 1678 they settled at Calcutta. These 
factories grew into cities, and became the centres of 
trade; they are now the capitals of the Anglo- 
Indian empire,

fewj r ’ f * 1 i , 1 * ' 1



(■'hap. vm. The early English adventurers appeared in India
fmffiieveiop-. exactly ten centimes after the pilgrimage of Hiouen- 

TlijSafig. In England it is comparatively easy, to 
realize the vast interval which elapsed between the 
seventh century and the seventeenth. The wars of 
the early English, their townships arid gemots, had. 
been succeeded by the manufacturing cities, the 
parliaments, and tire political arid religious activity 
of the Elizabethan era. But in India the interval 
is scarcely appreciable; in all essentials the people 
were the same in the seventeenth century as in the 
seventh. Buddhism had been overthrown, but the 
religion of the Jains remained. Islam again had 
planted mosques and schools throughout Hindustan 
and the .Dekhan ; but it could not modify the general 
idolatry.1 The social and religious life of the great 
bulk of the Hindu population underwent no percept­
ible changes. In the days of Alexander and Megas- 
thenes, the masses worshipped the sun and the rivers, 
sacrificed to Vishnu arid Siva, paid reverence to 
naked Yogis, and burnt living widows with their 
dead husbands. Ten centuries later lliouen-Thsang 
beheld similar scenes; and ten. centuries later still 
the early English adventurers were gazing upon the 
same mysterious world.

Exmiispnof The most important event in the history of the 
interval is the expulsion of the Buddhist monks 
from India. Of the revolution which subverted

1 The annuls of Mussulman India are chiefly valuable 1’ov the illustrations they 
funn-.li of the political and religious life of the .Mussulmans themselves. They 
throw little or no light upon the civilization of Hindustan; and but little on that 
of the Dekhan and Peninsula, They may be said to commence in a d . 665, 
twenty years after the departure of Hioucn-Tbsang, when the .Arabs conquered 
Seinde, But it was not until 1001 that Mahmud of Cabal invaded Hindustan ; 
and it was not until. 1205, or two centuries after Mahmud, that kootub*lid-din, 
the first Mussulman sovereign of India, was crowned king at Lahore,
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dhisrd.■■'■ very little is knpwn. :E M o  tradition of _yHAP- 
by. any value 1ms been, preserved* But still if is not b:T|J|| 

difficult to arrive at tire fact* In tlie seventh cen- 
tury, when Ilioueii-Thaang visited Benares, the city 
was already more Brahmanical than Buddhist. It 
was the centre of the worship of Iswara or Siva, and 
swarmed with naked fanatics, who ruboed teem- 
selves with ashes, and practised religious austeri­
ties. Magnificent temples were built of stones richly 
carved, and wood choicely painted; whilst a brass 
colossal statue of tiro god, nearly a, hundred feet 
high, filled the Chinese pilgrim with respectful awe.
The centre of Buddhism was ah Sarn&th in the mane* 
di&to neighbour!mod. This was the old deer-forest  ̂ .
in 'which Gdtama Buddha had first turned the wheel 
of the law. On this holy spot a vilmra had been 

==■ erected in the life-time, of the apostle j and when •v . 
Hiouen-Thsang visited the locality, stupas and 
viharas were to be seen, in all directions. Here also 
had" been founded one of those magnificent colleges 

■y; ' or Sanghardmas, which were so famous in Buddhist 
India. But. the Banghdrdma at Shnffith was not a 
flourisliing institution in the seventh century. It 
only contained fifteen hundred Sramans, and they 

y  ' were all followers of the little Vehicle. In the present 
day Sdrnath is in ruins. Two great towers are still 
standing, and traces of the old college are still to bo 
found; whilst relics and images of great variety 
have been. discovered wit bin the mounds. I he 
ashes and charred remains sufficiently indicate that 
the whole was destroyed in some sudden cpnfiagya- 
■; Ion .; and as Buddhist pagodas have been converted 
■into Brahmanical temples, suspicion points to a sud­
den outbreak instigated by the Brdhmans. Possibly



chap. 'in. some bitter disputation had been brought to a 
violent, close ; and a nest of infuria ted fanatics had 
poured out of Benares to destroy the heretics and 
atheists of Sarndth as enemies of the gods. Possibly, 
also, the popular veneration and respect tor the holy 
men had been blunted by charges, such as those 
which a woman brought against Gotama, and which 
were freely levelled against the English clergy prior 
to the destruction of the monasteries. At present, 
however, the story lies beneath the mounds ; Sar­
is ath was sacked and burned at the instigation of 
the Brahmans.3

1 A legend of Divodas, a king of Benares, lifts been related in several BuiArm*, 
•which may possibly refer to this revolution. Siva is said to have been desirous of 
r-ecupying Benaros, and sent Niknmbha to psrsnade the prince to embrace Bud-. 
dhism. Accordingly Divodas became a follower of Buddha, and was expelled
from Benares, and founded another city on the banks of the Oomati,-.Vishnu
Parana, Wilson's translation, edited by Hail, vol. iv., pp. 33, 10.

General Cunningham, who conducted many excavations around Shvuufh in 
1835-36, writes as follows s—“ From the fifth to the seventh century the. decline of 
Buddhism was gradual and gentle. But from the eighth century the Ml was rapid 
and violent. New dynasties arose who knew not Sakya Maui; and the Tuans of. 
Delhi, the llnhtors of Kanouj, and the Chfmdeis of Mahoba, succeeded to the vast 
empire of Silhditya. The rise of all these families has been traced to the eighth 
century; and both coins and inscriptions remain to fittest their Brahmaaicat be­
lief, But Buddhism continued to linger in Benares, Mebva, and Gamut; and 
was not finally extinguished until the eleventh or the twelfth century, when the 
Inst votaries of Buddha were expelled from the continent of India.. Numbers of 
images, concealed by the departing "monks, are found buried near Sarnfitb ; and 
heaps of ashes still he scattered amidst the ruins to ' show that the monasteries 
were destroyed by fire.’ '

Major Kitt-oe, who in .1861 carried on more extensive excavations in the same 
neighbourhood, confirmed the conclusions of General Cunningham. He wrote.:-— 
“ All has been sucked and burned; priests, temples, idols, all together; for in 
some places bones, iron, wood, and stone are found in huge masses, and this hast 
happened more than once/'—Cunningham's Bhilsa Topes, chapter xii. Bee also 
Archteologionl Jieports.

Probably it was at this time, or at some earlier period, that Kanouj abandoned 
Buddhism and embraced the religion of the Br&hmans. The fact, is dimly indi­
cated iu the legend of Tisw&mitra, the sou of the king of Gadhi or Kanouj, who is 
said to havo been originally'a Kshatriya, and subsequently to have become a 
Br&hmaa. See History, vol. ii., B&m&yana, chap. iv. Kanouj was subsequently 
the centre of orthodox Brahmanism, and supplied ibuhmamad teachers to Bengal, 
whose descendants are still known as ICulin Brahmans..
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P|||f: T h e '  appearance ' of the Jains is another rev o lt  ■
tiori of which no re cord has been preserved. Jim . 
religion of the Jains had for its object the liberation 
of the seal from the trammels of existence. It did 
jiflot.j however, accept the doctrine of annihilation or 

- - - ' Nirvana, btit • assigned a spiritual life to the liber­
ated soul in some undefmable mansion of the blessed.
It taught certain precepts of strict morality which t|
wo a hi seem, to identify it witn that school of 
Buddhism which was known as the little Vehicle/ '
TJi| Jains worshipped saints who had effected their 
deliverance from the universe, rather than deities 
who ruled the universe, and the names of their 

'■ twenty-four saints or Tirthankaras, commencing 
with Ad in ath and ending with Parismith and Malm- 
vira, are held in the profoundest veneration. The 
Jains were divided like the Buddhists into monks 
and laymen. Originally some of the sects .aban­
doned alb clothing, like the gymno-sophists of old ; 
but the Jain.monks in general are not only clothed, 
but distinguished as the t( white-robed." I heir 

/■ V ; shrines are stately and mysterious buildings of mar­
ble, '-generally standing.in remote and secluded situ-

s The eight deadly sins of this Jains are somewhat puerile; they were ns 
ftdlowa.—(!}• -Eatiug at night. (2) Slaying an animal, (3) .Eating the trust 
of trees that give milk.. (4) Tasting honey or flesh. (5) Taking the wealth of 
others. (0) Com in. it ling adultery. (7) Eating flowers, butter, or cheese. (8|
Worshipping the gods ot other- religions.—Asiatic Journal, v>l. ii-> 182U 
sol. .v yu, 183l.

It, is diificntt to say how far the Joins were connected with the little A chicle.
It,has already hem seen that siihditya, king of Ka rionj and Magadhh, was a follower 
of the groat Vehicle,.and held a famous public cii,potation between the two Vehicles.
A !r-«rond has been preserved in the M (diatina, or sac-svu chronicle o* dm rsipuntiriu 
Siifrdiviya, that the Biuidldsti held a' public disputa lion .wit-h the Jains and gained 
use vi -'ovy, whereupon Sifjtdivya became a Buddhist ; but that subsequenUy the 

# j ai„s defeated the Buddhists, whereupon Siluditya heenme a Jain. See Forbes’s 
lias Mala. vol. i,

1 | |  I ' " 1,11 SK i figi



chap. mi. at ions; ..Many arc to be found in Rajpootaua, esp 
cially on Mount Abu; but perhaps the most celebrated 
are those which have been built on the holy moun­
tain of Satrumya in the Gu?<erat peninsula, over 
against the city of Palitana.4 Tlie Brahmans ex­
pelled the -Buddhists, but they could not wholly 
expel the Jains; and to this day the Jains form 
an interesting element in the Hindu population, 
especially in western India.

The overthrow of Buddhism at Siraath must 
liwlr».iynu of have sent a . thrill through the religious world of 

India, From time immemorial Benares had been 
the great centre of religious thought; the resort oi: 
all new teachers who aspired to foe the.founders oi 
sects; the final court of appeal from all conflicting 
schools, such as those of Mithila, Goar, and 
Dravira. The destruction at Sarnath was the 
triumph of the worshippers of Siva. This deity, the 
Dionysos of tire Greeks, was perhaps the most 
ancient and most mystic in the Brahmanical 
pantheon. Iswara or Siva was the first cause, the *

* The holy mountain of Satnmiya in the south-east of. Kattiawrxi is sacred to 
Adinath, the first- of the twenty-four Tirtluuikaras, who is said to have'emigrated;, 
from Ayodhyfi at some remote period. On the summit of the mountain is a. 
colossal imago of Adinhth, hewn out of the solid rock. The mountain itself rises 
nearly two thoosand#feet above the plains. Upon these- lonely heights the marble 
shrines of the Jaiiis, with their stately enclosures,'half-palace, haif-fortr^s, have 
been constructed in the upper air, far removed from.the ordinary tread of mortals, 
like the mansions of another world. In tie dark recesses of each temple there is 
one or more images of Adiuhth, or some other Tilthankara. The alabaster features, 
wearing an expression of listless repose, are rendered dimly visible byrthe-faint 
light which is shed by silver lamps. The air is perfumed with incenso, and the 
female votaries, glittering in scarlet and gold, mow round in circles barefooted 
over the polished floors, ehaunliug their monotonous but not unmclodions hymns.
The mountain is one of the first places of Jain pilgrimage; tin; bridal hail of -those 
who would marry everlasting rest Many legends are told of f Tied kings, who 
by their austerities and religions services on this sacred ground have thrown off 
the intolerable load of sin, and attained the blessing of liberation.—Forbes’s Has 
Mala, vol. i., chap. iii.
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germ of all tilings. The liuga was the symbol of chap. Tin. 
Sira, and the representative of the supreme being.
There was a corresponding symbol of the femalo 
sex. These two.symbols were the material forms of 
that creative force, or supreme spirit, which was 
involved in the conception of Brahma. Jn. the work 
of creation Iawara, or the germ, expanded |ntc> an '
egg, and evolved within itself the five elements,-...
earth, water, air, fire, and ether. The Jegg then 
separated into two parts, a higher and a, lower. The 
higher portion became the heaven above ;• the lower 
portion became the earth beneath. It subsequently 
formed the universe of all created being.^ of gods, 
men, and animals; of mountains, plains, rivers, and. 
seas. When it reached its full expansion it began 
slowly to diminish. The number of deaths exceeded 
the number of births. In this way it was gradually 
reduced to a single germ, which might be.symbolized 
as a dew drop, but might be more exactly described 
as the centre point of the circle.5 Thus universe after 
run verse was created and passed away, after a similar 
fashion to that already indicated in the myth of a 
day and night of Brahma. 1

Ultimately these symbols were personified into a 
god and goddess; or rather a god and goddess were 
associated with the symbols. The worship of the 
male deity; exhibited every stage of development. 
Sometimes it found expression in a pure and elevated 
adoration of the supreme being as Is war a, in which 
the worshipper sought to render his body and soul' 
pure and holy in the sight of the creator. Sometimes 
it degenerated into a wretched asceticism, which

6 Faria y Sousa, vol. it, page 377.
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c h a p . v i i i . cultivated a distaste for existence by pondering over 
the lower instincts and necessities of animal being, 
and quenched the lire of the passions by a depraved 
familiarity with the ashes and bones of the dead, and 
every species of filth and corruption. The worship 
of the female deity exhibited a similar variety of ; 
phases. Sometimes under the names of Durgd, 
Blidvanh or lYirvati, she was adored as the divine 
ideal of the daughter, wife, or mother. Sometimes, 
as Bhadra-K&lf, she was regarded as the patron deity 
of Thugs and prostitutes, She was also person died as 
Kali, the black goddess, the terrible barbarian queen, 
who revelled in strong wine and flesh meat, m dis­
gusting obscenity, and the blood of human sacrifices.
The grosser forms of the worship of Siva and Dnrga 
degenerated into the so-called Tantric religion, 
which once prevailed throughout a large portion of 
India, but which there is reason to believe has nearly 
disappeared from the land. In the Siva cult novices 
were exposed to every possible allurement, and ex­
pected to remain unmoved. In the Kail cult nudity 
was worshipped in Bacchanalian orgies which- can­
not be described.

sarikita.Aciiii- The triumph of Siva over Buddha is to some
rya, the njxmle 1

extent illustrated by the life and career of Sankua 
A chary a, who may be termed the apostle of the 
Saiva religion in its more spiritual form. He was. 
a  native of Malabar, and belonged to the tribe of 
Kamluri Brahmans. He flourished about the eighth 
or ninth century of the Christian era. He led the 
life of a wandering mendicant, and engaged in suc­
cessful controversies tv it I i the Buddhists and Jains. 
According to local legend, Jain kings were reign­
ing at Kalyan in the Dekhan, and Conjeveram
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hi tli© Peninsula., 'who blusplieniM th:e gods of Puap.. vgi- 
the Brahmans and endeavoured to subvert the 
Brahmanical faith. Accordingly Siva became in­
carnate as Sankha Aclnirya, in order to abolish the 
Jain religion and regulate and reform the Brahmans.
His sect is known as tire Sm&rta, and largely pve- . 
vails ‘throughout the Peninsula. Its members are 
distinguished by three horizontal white .stripes along 
their foreheads. Some arc called Lmgavets; their 
sect is known as the Jangann They carry little 
images of the liriga,. as the representative; of the su­
preme being, in small silver boxes hanging from the 
arm.0 They bury their dead without burning. They 
live only on rice, vegetables, and cakes of various 
grains; and entirely abstain from flesh meat and

. wine. ; :|||
The revival of the worship of Vishnu, the Her- 

aides of the Greeks, seems to have commenced at a aboil'Hi 1200. 
later date., Its followers were known as Vahshnavas 
in opposition to the Saivas or followers of Siva.. Its 
clued: apostles were Ramanuja Acinirya who flour-

« A variety of authorities might be quoted for the statements in the text, in­
cluding Faria y Sousa, Abbe Dubois, Buchanan, Wilks, avid the Mackenzie MSS., 
of which the author has a large folio volume of extracts and abstracts, compiled 
by himself more than ten years ago. The vitality of the Smarta religion is proved 
by the fact that the great Gum Sankha AehCirya has been succeeded down to the 
present day by a line of Gums, who have been either adopted by the preceding 
Guru whilst alive, or elected by the disciples after his decease. A successor or 
representative of the apostle.was still li'tug in 1871, His name was Narsingh 
Aoliarya. He is called by his disciples the Jagat Guru, or teacher of the world.
He is the venerated pontiff of all Hindu* holding the Smarta faith. He is a deli- 
bate, live.’ on. milk, and is acquainted with Sanskrit, Kanaiesc, -1 anal, and .Itdugu,
He wears a tiara covered with 'pearls' and jewels.' In 18?1 he was seventy-five 
yoovs of age, and had adopted a successor, IIo travels in great state in a Special 
palanquin with an elephant in attendance ; and on such occasions is accompanied 
by- a large c o r t e g e  of ".Brahmans and disciples. All the Hindu inhabitants of a 

, town, the Raja not excepted, turn out on his approach to receive him with suit­
able revevene'e.-—Bowring's Eastern Experiences, page 139. London, 1872.



chap, viii. ished at (JonjoveramJ and fdamanand who dourlshed 
at .Benares, Rihminuja may be referred to the 
twelfth century. He distinguished himself as the 
opponent of both Jains find Saivas ; and was especi­
ally famous for casting out evil spirits and devils. 
Like Sank!ja Ach&rya, he appears to have under­
taken missionary circuits over the whole of the 
Peninsula, fixing his head-quarters at Sriringlmm, 
opposite the town of Trichinopoly. His particular 
sect is known as the Ayengar Vaishnavas. and is 
distinguished from, the Smdrta by a vertical mark 
like a trident, which is painted on the forehead just 
above the nose,8 They -abhor Siva, and call, him 
the chief of the R&kshasas, aud worship only the 
Vishnu group of deities. Ram&nand of Benares was 
a disciple who laid seceded from Rutnaouja. He 
taught the worship of Vishnu through Ids incarna­
tions as Patna and Krishna; and especially sought 
to abolish caste. But before indicating the various 
phases in the religion of Vishnu, it will be necessary 
to glance at the origin and growth of the conception 
of that deity.

visVmSof Vishnu was originally a personification of the 
Laksbmi. Sun-god as a human hero more or less divine; the 

celestial ancestor of the Surya-vansa, or “  children 
of the sun/’ This idea developed into that of deity; 
the bright god who imparted life and light to the- 
universe; the supreme soul that illuminated the

■ Coupvoram. properly Kanchipura,. or the golden city, vas the capital of the 
ancient kingdom of Cliola. It is .situated about forty-eight milts to the southr 
vest of Madras.

t he sectarian mark of the Vaishrmyos U called the foot of Vishnu, which is 
represented by the trident. The sectarian of (lie Saivas is called the eye of Siva, 
and is generally in the centre of the love-head, in the middle of the three lines.
Siva is fabled to hnv< a third eye there.
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universe. In, this way tiio conception of Vishnu c h a p , v m . ..

assimilated itself to that of Brahma. But still the 
popular idea of his humanity, of God loving man, 
could never be eradicated from the popular mind.
The worshipper ceased to identify Vishnu with the 
material sun. The god was supposed to dwell in 
the heaven of Vaikuntha far away in the blue ether; 
or in the fabled sea of milk which surrounded the uni­
verse ; 9 but still taking a deep interest in the uni­
verse and its inhabitants, human and divine. A 
female divinity was given to him as a wife, the divine 

•• Lakslimf; the goddess of good fortune, wealth, and 
prosperity ; the deified embodiment of all that is 
good and beautiful, pure and. affectionate, in an ideal, 
woman, whether as a daughter, a wife, or a mother.
Lakshrni was the sea-born goddess; she had risen 

1 out of the ocean, like another Aphrodite^ to become 
the bride of Vishnu.

The conception of Vishnu and Lakslimf, dwell- oi
ing far away as a supreme spirit or spirits in the sea 

k of milk, was too remote for popular sympathy. There 
was not even a symbol existing, like the linga, that 
would associate the god with humanity. Accordingly 
Vishnu was supposed to become incarnate from time 
to time, for the deliverance of the world, from the 
oppression of giants or demons, the Daityas or 
Rakshasas of remote antiquity. These incarnations

*. In Hindu geography theiwiiverse is a vast circle, consisting of alternate 
continents and setts formed into concentric rings. Jatldni-duipa, or the earth, is 
the centre ; and the centre -point of the earth is mount Mem ; the Himalayas of 
modern geography; the Morns, or thigh of Zens, in which Dionysus was concealed 
after the death of his1 mother Seme-le. Jamhu-dwipa was surrounded by a sea .,f 
salt water. The six remaining continents are of -course mythical. The first after 
JotoW-dwipa v-us surrounded by a sea of'sugar-cane juice; the-next by ,i sea of 
wine ; the next by a sea of melted butter; the voxfc by a sea of curds; then fol­
lowed the sea of milk ; and last of oil .was a sea of fresh, water.
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•chat, tiii. or avatfiras are invested with historical significance.

They are generally reckoned as ten in number, 
although in some sacred books there are import­
ant additions. In reality they were nothing more 
than the old gods and heroes of an te-Brahmanical 
times, who were incorporated into the Bralmmnieal 
system, and reproduced as incarnations of Vishnu.
In this manner V.ishnu is said to have successively 
become incarnate in four animals,.—the fish, the 
tortoise, the boar, and the lion; and in five human 
b e in gs, -—Vam a n a, Parasurfi m a, R a i n a, Kri sh n a, a n d 
Buddha; and finally he is to appear on a white horse, 
in what' is known as the Kalki avatar, ami to de­
stroy the present universe, and bring into existence 
a purer and better world.

The myths by which these personifications are 
represented as incarnations, are the mere inventions 
of Brahmanical teachers ; but they are nevertheless 
replete with, meaning. The fish-god has been, wor­
shipped by many races from the earliest antiquity 
as the ocean deity. Ho was the Poseidon of the 
Greeks; the Neptune of the Homans, lie  is gen­
erally symbolized, by a rude figure half human and 
hall fish; but the idea was spiritualized by the Vedie 
.Rishis into Vanina, the greatgod of elemental water, 
the supremo spirit o f  the deep seas, The tortoise 
and boar were apparently deities of a similar cha­
racter ; the gods or symbols of different races. AH 
three deities appear in the Vishnu-avatfira myth? in 
association with some legend of a universal deluge.
Tims Vishnu became incarnate as a fish in order to 
save Maim, the ancestor of the hum an race, from 
being drowned in the deluge. lie  became a tortoise 
in order to rescue the earth from the deluge by taking
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ife on his back.’ He became a boar In order to re- chap. viti.

, f cover the Verbis fro in the waste of waters. The 
myths connected with the remaining- avatdras have a 

j different significance. Vishnu became a lion in order 
i tc>' (Jostiw certain giants, who were seeking to de­

throne the gods. Ho became' Vdmana, or the dwarf, 
in order to destroy Iho giant Bali, who appears to be 
identical with Kansa in the Krishna legends. Ho 
became Parasurama, in order to punish the Kslia- 
f/riyas, who had cruelly oppressed the Brahmans.
Ho became Kama in order to slay Havana, the 
demon lin g  of Lanka in Ceylon, He became 
XCnshmi in order to overthrow the tyrant Kansa.
Ho became Buddha in order to delude the giants 

!.' • into neglecting the worship of the deities, and there* 
by exposing' themselves to certain destruction. The 

f last incarnation in the white horse avatdfa may be 
I . dismissed as a theological dream, originating in an 

idea, not uncommon amongst suffering humanity, 
that the world has sunk, into a hopeless state of sin 

i and sorrow; that man is helpless to work out the 
problem'of his being; and that the advent, of deity 

> ■ ” ia necessary to the renovation of the universe.
bbs of the m incarnations' o f Vishnu possess a six Avaia™ n- 

substantive historical value, namely, the uvat&ras as dhisI”: 
a lion and dwarf, and those of Parastirt'mm, Rama,
.Krishna, and Buddha. One idea runs through them 
all, namely, that Vishnu became incarnate in order 
to destroy the .giants or demons who so ugh. t to de­
throne the gads. These giants have been generally 
identified with the non-Vedic rulers of the country ; 
and lio doubt in very ancient legends, such as find 
occasional expression in the Vedie hymns, the abo-
ri.edn.al or pre-Aryan princes were regarded as giants;

j y m a f B ' d  V  ' 2 i  .'.p' .. , . ‘ 1 'i t W
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ottAp. vm. and like the giants of nursery’ story were described 
as demons, ogres, man-eaters, links! ias:ts, Daityas, 
and Asuras. But the my tus of the Incarnations or 
avataras of Vishnu are, of a comparatively modern 
date. They are not mentioned in the more ancient 
scriptures, such as the hymns of the Iiig-Veda or the 
laws of Manu. They belong to the age of Btahman- 
ical revival, when the persistent efforts of Buddhist 
teachers to deny the authority of the Vedas, and t » 
dethrone or ignore the gods in general,, had create l 
an antagonism which culminated in a persecuting 
war. The colossal statues of Buddhas and Jain 
saints would suggest the idea of giants. The fact that 
Gfdtama and Adinath were both Kshafriyas would 
suggest the idea that the war was against Ksha- 
triyas. The ninth a vat dr a is a key to the whole. 
Vishnu became Buddha to delude the giants into 
abandoning the worship of the gods, and thereby 
working out their own destruction.

incarnations<$ Two of these myths, namely, the avataras of
ami .Krishna. VisluiTi as Rima and Krishna, have been interwo ven 

with the main traditions of the It am dy an a and Maha 
Bharata, and impart a new and religious meaning to 
the Hindu epics. It will also be seen that a deeper 
significance underlies the sacred legend, than, is 
involved in the mere antagonism, between Brah­
manism and Buddhism. The theology of the 
Brahmans has always been too abstract and meta­
physical for the masses. The bulk of mankind can 
only worship deified men and women ; and unless 
their affections are brought into play, they have no 
real devotion. Indeed, without human love and 
human sympathies, religion drifts into- a superstition 
of selfishness j a mere bartering of prayers, sacrifices,
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.gW-^w 11 v;:-;:'yr'7,̂ ':;':;':; .and alms in exchange for happiness or prosperity, chap, vm.
The leaders of the .Brahrnanical revival seem to 

have discerned this important truth. The .compilers 
of ■'■the. Ramdyaim represented llama anti Bit a as 
types of a husband and a wile, as well as incarnations 
of deity, They moved the heart of the Hindu to 

V V -. love and sympathy; and then awakened his adora­
tion 'for the divine. They employed a mythological 
•machinery, which will appear strange and cumbrous 
to the European; but which, nevertheless, satisfied 

■ the aspirations of the masses by reproducing the 
supreme spirit in human forms. Vishnu is repre­
sented as the supreme spirit, the god above all gods, 
whose paramount power as the suzerain of the uni­
verse was acknowledged by Brahma and all th|
Vedic deities. The story of his .birth, marriage, 
and exile as llama is consequently surrounded by a 
'haze of supernatural details. The Vedic deities are 
oppressed by Havana, the giant or demon king of 

'. ;w •)' Lanka, the modern Ceylon. They apply to Brahma 
for succour; but Havana has performed so many re­
ligious merits In former lives that Brahma is power- 
loss to help them. Accordingly Brahma proceeded 
with the Vedic deities to the sea of milk, where 
Vishnu was dwelling in unutterable splendour.
Vishnu answered their prayers. The supreme god 
engaged to become incarnate as Ii&ma, and so effect 
the destruction of Ha vana.

The incarnation of Vishnu is related with such 
supernatural details as would accord with his divine 
character. Dasaratha, Maharaja of Ayodhyd, was 
without a son. Accordingly lie celebrated a great 
sacrifice to obtain one. The gods came down from 
heaven, and received their shares with their own

HRrapi'; ' ..gT-tY ' V ,w : .. :’g ' ■gg/'i V
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chap, viu, hands. A. portion of tho sacred food was given to .the 
; »ittdSve$? three qneens, and Vislm.it became incarnate 'in the

first queen Kausaiyu. At the moment of conception ;, 
Brahma and the gods appeared in their chariots 
above the city of Ayodhyb., and sounded the praises 
of R&ma. At the moment of birth the gods again 
appeared in the sky and scattered flowers from heaven.
The babe revealed his divinity to his mother alone,.
He was crowned with a diadem of pearls. He. had' 
four arms, holding respectively the shell, the 
chakra, the mace, and the lotos.10 His mother know 
that he was god and adored him. He then con­
cealed his four-armed shape, and assumed that of 
an ordinary infant, and began to cry. The Maha­
raja heard the welcome sound and. distributed, 
treasures in alms.

SKSsitA. When Rama was approaching manhood tho sage 
Vis warn itra appeared at Ayodhyu. He explained 
to the Maharaja that Rama was Vishnu, and that 

f . his female counterpart had been born at Mi tibia, as
Bftd, the daughter of Raja .Tanaka, Accordingly 
Rama was sent to Mithila under the charge of

'g . |  v ’ r i / O v  ,■ , O ' , ' I, .0

Viswamitra, and married Si'td in due course; but. 
Janaka stated that she was not actually ids daugh­
ter, but was found under a furrow* when turned up 
by the plough.11

10 The frequent representntions of HimlCt deities with, four arms has jaMpbatift. 
h problem to Europeans. But the so-called idolatry "of the ilim’uis is nothing 
more than theology in hieroglyphics; and the idols uve often two or more 'con­
ceptions of deities moulded into one form. Vishnu §vos at once the divine hero 
of the Eshatriyas, and. the supreme spirit of the Jh ahnurus. As a hero ho. carried 
the chakra and mace; as a god ho curried the 'shell and lotos. Kama exhibits 
the two-fold character of a hero ail'd devotee throughout his exile.

11 See Ailhyhtma Jihmhyana. History, vol. ii., Haruuyumi, The myth that 
SUh sprung from the earth belongs to a class of religions fables,-which appear 
to have originated during the Brnhinauical revival, It would seem that cer­
tain .Brahmans of 'this period endeavoured to revive the decaying worship of the

i
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The account of the exile of llama evidently chap, yhi. ;
a perversion of tke originnl form of the tradition. Exileof *“ “**■

'■ Amongst1 the ancient Rajpoots the sentence of exile 
was carried out with funeral pomp, whenever a 
prince was deprived of his birthright or declared an 
outlaw. The ceremony was marked as a day of 
mourning in the calendar. The offender was clothed, 
in Mack, and invested with a black sword and 
buckler, and then placed upon a black, 3 torse, and 

' solemnly commanded to depart out of the limits of 
the kingdom., Some Such cerem.onywas.no doubt 
carried out in the case of Kama; 13 but the Ram Li­

ya,na represents him as a religious devotee,
The story of this exile presents many beautiful SSplmhrtim 

. scenes, though it is tedious' from the wildness of VWimma‘ 
oriental ex a ggerations. Trahmahicai hermitages
are described with groves and pools of water, after 
the fashion of the hermitage where the Raja 
Pushy anta discovered the beautiful SakuntaP. The 
holy men, however, are constantly harassed by the

spit in ov elemmtal deities of the Vedas, by converting the heroes find heroines of 
lUmtriya traditions into similar personifications, In order to carry out this pur­
pose tlit'j- appear to have .introduced new names anrl myths into the Maiifi. Blifi- 
j-ata and Ehtiiayaun. This attempt to revive the worship of the Yedic deities 
ui;, v!y failed. ' Me Chi, in his Mythology of I ho Aryan nations, has propounded 
a them' which is too exclusively based upon these later roytlu,

is This ceremony was carried ont as late as the seventeenth century in the case 
of XJmra Sing, a prince of jlarwar. (See Tod’s Biijast/haii, voL i., p. 687; 
v d. it., p, 44.) Uinra Went out of Mwnvar with his personal retainers, and entered 
the sf.-vi.::, of the emperor Shah Jehrm, the son of Jahangir. IIo proved a true 
Rajpoot. He absented himself from, court, without leave, and spout a fortnight 
in limiting. On hi-, return the emperor reprimanded and fired him, but be 
refused to pay. He vti;s then summoned to the presence, but there he stubbed 
the paymaster to the heart, and drew his sword to cut down the emperor, but 
shivered the weapon against a pill <r. Ho, however, plied his dagger with such 

i.yeekk-sK fury; that he slew lire Mogul nobles before he was mortally wounded.
His retainers perished after the old Bajpoot fashion. They put-on saffron gar­
ment's, and rushed to the palace sword in hand, and slaughtered all they met, un­
til they were at last cut to pieces to a man,
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Tyg:. cilvp. vm, demon Rdkshasaa, who spoil tire sacrifices. The 
divine Rama, and the equally divine Sftn, go from 
one liermi tage to another as incarnations of Yislmu 
ami Lakshmi, receiving', adorat ions and praises from 
holy sages and pious women. All had been long­
ing for the advent of Rama; all were rejoicing that .... 
the hour of their deliverance' was. .nigh. .Rama 
becomes-the champion of the Brahmans against the . 
llakslrasas. Occasionally he encounters a demon,- 
and then a combat if described with all the ex­
uberant details, and love of the marvel Ions, which, 
characterize the Hindu, bards. Those whom ho 
kills obtain salvation, and the gods wonder nf; his 
benevolence. Meantime the demon king; is reigning 
at Lankd in palaces of gold and gems, seated in gar- 
dens of matchless beauty and fragrance, thronged 
with young and blooming- damsels, and surrduhddd 
by impregnable fortifications of stone and iron.

Auction°f 'The subsequent action of the poem is of a very 
Asiatic character. The sister of Havana is smitten 
with lovo for llama, and offers to become his wife.
8he is told that llama is already married to Situ., 
and immediately rushes upon Sita, on which Kama’s 
brother draws his sword and cuts off her nose and 
ears. She goes away breathing vengeance., and 
after some unimportant incidents, she nppjBrs before. 
Havana at Lanka. She dwells upon tire beauty of 
Situ, and the demon king is easily induced to 
attempt the capture of Rama’s wife. He puts on 
the garb of a religions mendicant, and proceeds to 
the hut of Kama. The hero is absent, hunting a 
deer which had caught the fancy of Rama. The 
brother of Rama is also absent, for Sfta had 
petulantly insisted on his going out to help Rama.



The result was that tlavana engaged S M  in chap, vie, 
del us’-vo conversation, and finally seize-d her and 
carried her away to his chariot, and then drove 
through the air to his palace at Lanka. I hit Sit a 
would not listen to his suit. I f  he hod vanquished 
If dm a she would have been compelled to become 
his wife j but until he had conquered Rama, he had 
established no right over her. Such was the ancient 
law of war amongst the KsbatnyasT

Rama is in an agony of grid* at tin loss of his 
beloved Sitd. He bewails her in a fashion which is k<’) 
scarcely compatible witli his divine character. 1 cc 
searches for her in all directions, and at length 
discovers the fate that has befallen her, A monkey 
prince, named Sugriva, had beheld. Havana and Situ 
driving through the air. Moreover, Sit a had 
thrown some of her ornaments from the cannot; and 
these had been preserved by Sugriva, and were at 
once identified by Rama. An alliance is concluded 
between Rama and Sugriva. The monkey prince 
has ..been deprived of his kingdom and his wile.

:T  JMma enables him to recover both, and in return 
y‘ Sugriva sends his monkey armies to help Rama.1

Rdma now  prepared to march his army against 
Ihivana. A celebrated monkey chieftain, named 
Haniiman, had leaped over the strait winch separates 
India from Lanka, and found SM  in the royal 
gardens, and assured, her that deliverance was nigh.
Hanuman committed great havoc in the garden, 
and was ultimately seized by the guards and 
brought before the demon king. As a punishment

13 See ante, p. 23, et seq.
m An amty of hoars also joined {lie monkeys, but their exploit nre; not 

fkooif ving- of .-'pooial notice.
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Cfup.vm. Ins tail was clipped in melted batter and sat on lire ;
but the monkey escaped from hi> tormentors, and 
set lire to the whole city with his burning lad, and 
then hastened off to carry the glad, tidings to llama.
War was commenced at once. The monkeys are 
lahlod to have built a vast bridge of stone from the 
continent to the island, and huge rocks are pointed 
out to tills day as the remains of Kama’s bridge.
At last, after a series of battles, Kama and Ilhvmri 
engaged in a combat of life and death, and the 
demon king was slain by the hand of Vishnu. Tut 
Kftvana saved his soul. In his heart lie hod always 
adored Kama. He had pe rished by the hand of 
Kama. The picture of Kama was before his eye, 
and the name of Kdnui was on his lips, as ..he drew 
Ids last breath ; and his soul was seen to issue from 
has body in the form of flame and cuter the foot of 
llama.15

IrKaJoin- r̂ 50 êoerid of Krishna is different from that of 
Kama, but indicates a warmer devotion and more 
impassioned love. llama is a family deitv, the 
type of the husband and master of the household.
He is proud and serene after the ideal of the Hindi 
householder. But Krishna is the playful, handsome 
hero, the universal lover who is idolized by every 
woman who sees him. ffcyen wives and mothers 
are fascinated by Ida presence, and thrilled by Ids 
smiles.

i Krishna was born amongst the cows In the
pleasant- meadows of Yrinddvana on the left bank of 
the river Jumna. His father Nan da was a cowherd

15 For full details, see History,. yoL ii., Kfimimma.
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of the Bibo of Y&davas. The Yddavas wore liord^- c h a p : vnr.: 
men, who found their way into western India, and 
•wandered about in carts selling milk and butter in 
the various towns in the Jumna valley. Opposite to 
Vrimlavana, on the other side of the river Jumna, 
was the famous city of Mathura. It stands about 
half - way between Agra and Delhi. The king oi 
Mathura was an usurper and a tyrant, mimed 1C ansa.
He was an ally of Jarasandha, the great Iiaja of 
Mag-ad ha, who reigned over the empire of the 
Ganoretic valley after the maimer of Sandrokottos,
Asoka, and Sfhklitya. Kansu had married the two 
daughters of Jarasam.ilui. Both Kanm  and Jara- 
sandha were w orshippers of Siva. Kansa had de­
throned the Suras, because they persisted in. the 
worship of Vishnu.

But Krishna was not the actual, son of the cow- 
herd. All was Mavd or delusion. In reality he '̂rant- 
was a son of Vasudeva and Dlvakf of the royal 
house of Sura.16 The tyrant Kansa had heedlessly 
permitted Vasudova and Devakf to marry, lie  had 
himself driven the bride and bridegroom in Ids 
chariot in the marriage procession. But a voice 
was heard from heaven saying,— “ The son of 
Bevakf will be the destroyer of Kansu.” Then the 
tyrant was filled with a mortal fear, lie seized the 
bride by the hair and dragged her from the chariot, 
and drew his. sword to slay her. The trembling 
bridegroom was in an agony, hie would make any 
sacrifice to save Devakl ■ lie  took an oath to 
deliver to the tyrant every child that should be

* * 15 Xiie genealogy 0 not very clear, Knn.sa was- himSelf a Suva. The point 
U not of much consequence in dealing with the legend,

■/.; g-w'i  ̂■ y ■ ,■ , . . , , i v
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cu.m vitf- born. So -K.ausa stayed Ins ImncJj and v usudovu. loci
away Ids V

m m  o t p M  Henceforth the wife dreaded lest: she should be- 
the Sunls. come a in other ] the husband dreaded lest bis wile 

should bear a child. At last the trouble came.
ICansa knew it was coming. 13 us band and who 
'were bound and manacled ; the bouse was locked 
and barred ; and strong guards were posted all 
around. At night Krishna was born and revealed 
himself as Vishnu. At that moment the manacles 
fell to the ground, the doors were opened, and.the 
guards thrown into a deep sleep. The father placed 
the child in a basket to carry it across the Jumna.
It was the rainy season, ami the river, was- swoUou 
to its utmost height. At the touch of-Krishna’s foot 
the river became shallow. The rain fell heavily, 
but Sesha• n&ga, the many-headed serpent, followed 
Vasudeva, and canopied the hither and the child 
with his stupendous hoods. In this manner Vasu­
deva- crossed the Jumna, and reached, the village of 
the cowherds. Yasoda, the wife of iNanda, had 
given birth to a daughter; and Vasudeva changed; it 
for Krishna, and no one knew it. He took f no 
infant girl to his wife’s chamber; and at that 
moment the house was barred, and Vasudeva- and 
DevakI wore again in manacles. rJ ho infant cried 
and the guards were awakened. The news of the 
birth was carried to Kansa. He rushed to the house 
to kill the child, but the babe ascended to heaven, 
saying. —u A son is born who will destroy the house 
of Kansa.” Then Kansa was filled with wrath, and 
ordered that every male child should be slain 
throughout the land.17

r lip to this poll: there is a remarkable resemblance between-some incident"*
TAfdvTVAAwy-y; y y y / y y . ; , /, m  . • w ' ,v  , .; ■ /. . vb . V  . y y  ., •• ydy : . ..? ';'Ai;\'yAiv.hy:;'"":-v v:: v - . v / - ; ; - ; ; ; 1



i § |  p | |  p ip  n  | | |
THE IiUA.HMlKiCA.lj E E V IV # . 1 . .$*9 V g J  ^

' r i t e  legend of Krishna now begins to assume 
something of a human character Demons arc sahl 
to have attempted to take the life oi 111 child, amo 
and were in turns slaughtered by the infant, hero ; 
but otherwise the story is Simple and domestic.
The little Krishna, dressed in a blue frock, is tne 
delight of Ilia mother \ a sod ha. He stumbles about
the courtyard, and. seizes the tails of the cows and 
heifers. As he grows older he seems to bo imbued 
•with the spirit of miscduof. He. upsets his mother s 
butler-churn; and steals the butter from the milk­
maids. But still a divine clement is exhibited at 
intervals. On one occasion his mother was about to 
correct him, when he opened his mouth and showed 
her the three worlds. One day when the milk­
maids were bathing: in. the Jumna, lie ran ofi. with 
their clothes; and this prank is converted into a 
religious myth ; the milk-maids were punished for 
having profaned, the holy Jumna. But as Krishna
m the legend of Krishna and the gospel narrative. But tlw resemblauce is not 
tint Of coincidence but of caricature. Mathura was. the Jerusalem of the 
Vaishnavijr. and Vriudhvana was their Bethlehem. Kansu was ling JJtuocl, 
the homo of Sura whom he had depo : id was the house of Uavid. Jarfisnndha of 
M.i. -adhh represented the power of imperial Rome. But Kririma was not horn of 
a \ innn, not was his rcputM father a carpenter. His father Narnia kept cows, 
and h|s mother Yasodhfi mmle'-bUtter. The antagonism between Vishnu and S?va 
wh however, strangely analogous to that between Christianity and Judaism. At 
th(. birth of Krishna the religions life at Mathura boro a materialistic resemblance 
to that which prevailed at Jerusalem at the commencement of the Christian era.
The worship of Vishnu, the religion of faith and love, was in abeyance ; but the 
world was in a state of anxious expectation of bis coming. The worship of Siva, 
the religion of good wo ;ks and sacrifices, was in the ascendant; but the deity was 
in peril.

But notwithstanding this general resemblance, theve was one vital disagree, 
ment. 'Ihe seed of the woman was to bruise the head oi the serpent; but the 
great serpent appeared a* the guardian ot Krishna.
° Another son, known as Bak-r&ma, is said to ha.e been a brother of Krishna, 
and to have been brought up like him in the bouse of a cowherd. Bnla-rama wa* 
devoted to wine, just as Krishna was devoted to women. 'Hie conception, bower er, 
has found no exprrosion 'in popular Hinduism. Tins story is related in History, 
vol. i., Mahit Bhhrafca, and Legends of Krishna,
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chap, vni, grew older lie 'became the idol of all the women.
They devoted themselves body and. son! to him,
At thi sound of liis flute they followed him into the

V '  , \  ’:••'■• ' jV_.i . e

jungle, and danced and sang around him. He was 
a universal lover, and he reigned supreme in every 
heart. But ho had one favourite mistress in the 
beautiful Kadlui. When he sought flic company of 
Had lid, the rest wept bitterly; when he: returned to 
them, their sorrow was turned into joy,

Ksomaover At last the- time arrived when Krishna was to 
destroy Kansu; when Vishnu whs to triumph over 
Siva, The catastrophe is surrounded with myth and 
miracle. Krishn i paid a visit to Mathura, and 
played his usual pranks. There was a. great ex hi- 
hit ion of lighting and wrestling before the Raja.
Tile feats of Krishna excited universal applause, and 
at length awakened the suspicion and. jealousy of 
Kamsa. A quarrel broke out; a combat ensued be­
tween Krishna and Kansa, in which Kamsa was 
slide. The son of Sura was restored to the throne 
of Mathura, and Krishna became a hero of might 
and renown.

Migration of Rut the widows of Kansa returned to their father 
Guzeev. JaMsandlia. The wrath of the old sovereign of 

Maga.d!ui was aroused agaimst Krishna. A war ensued 
• which is scarcely intelligible. In the end Krishna- 
retired to I Av/trakd. in western G nzeratK He carried

ll< If Buddha may he read instead of Siva, the lory of the war between 
Krishna and Tarhsau: ha may have a religious meaning. When Alexander in­
vaded 'India, Vishnu was worshipped at Mai’mra, on the banks of the Jumna.
Arrian (India, chap, viii.) expressly states that Hera kies (VC-Snni) Waswors hipped 
by tlio Suraseni (the descendants of Surn). The S unison i had two groat cities, 
lUothorns (Mathura) ar.d Olcisobonis (Sfmipmfi) nbhr the river Johirres (Jumna).
Boo Color-. I Tod’s “  Compari-on of the fiindu and Theban Ikr.iUes, 1 .A-attic 
Journal, vol, v., lHdl. The worship of Vishnu may have been subsequently 
superseded by Buddhism, as indicated by Fab-Ilian (see ante, piure 262) : this 
fact finds expression in the legend oi Kansa and Jarhsandha. At a -still later
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away Rakini.nl, the daughter of the Raja o f Vi- cay ,  vni. 
d;|rbha, and made her his wife. Henceforth he was 
celebrated for the number of his wives; but the fur­
ther details 'respecting1 Krishna are interwoven into 
the traditions of the Malm, Bharata.10

The worship of Siva is the religion of good ®Xfalywsal‘ 
works, 'hlie worship of Vishnu, whether as Kama "Skora«w

•j s- -h -s . -»* * n rt • j a ■% ■* vation by fait ii*or as Krishna, is the religion ot iavtli ana. devotion.
The two currents.. of religious thought may occasion­
ally intermingle in either religion ; but still, the 
general line of demarcation may be retained be­
tween the two.20 The religion of Siva taught that 
the sou! is saved by good works, such as penances 
and sacrifices; but it degenerated into the gross 
materialism of the Tantras. The religion of Vishnu, 
taught that the soul is saved by faith and devotion.
In |lie incarnation of Rama, faith and love were 
symbolized by the confidence and affection which pre­
vail between the husband and the wife. In the incar­
nation of Krishna, faith and love arc symbolized by 
the worship and passion which are associated with 
the bridegroom and the bride. The religion of Krisli*

period the worship of Krishna as Vishnu revived in Matlmrfi and tho Jumna 
..valley; this fact is partly indicated by Hiouen-Thsang (sec ante, page 268).
Tver since the visit of Hiouen-Thsang Mathura has been the centre of the 
worship of Krishna,

13 L’iie whole of tho incidents connecting. Krishna with the PimLivas may be 
dismissed as mythical'interpolations of a comparatively modern date. The in­
cidents are more redundancies, in no way necessary t.o the plot; and hie appear- 
aacn is p-cstierally surrounded with some supernatural element which sufficiently 
betrays its mythical character. They will, however, be found exhibited in tho first 
volume of the present history, in which they arc ctuieized at length.

20 Xiv? religion of both Siva and Vishnu have been largely modified by Bud- 
cilrhm; so much so that Siva sometimes represents Buddha, whilst Krishna 
still more often appears in the same character. The worship of Krishna as Js%a- 
nhth is evidently a relic of Buddhism. The idol is carried like the processionnf 
the Itniiges of Buddha. Moreover, within the sacred precincts of Jagankth all 
caste is laid aside.

| g f | | f g ^ ^  K W v  i Q]
y y g g g  THE BEAHMAKICAL REVIVAL, 3 8 3 ^  . y ^ U <



(J V ®  7 .y .  ̂ ;
332 HISTOUY of inula. ' j

c h a p . vni. na thus ptesents attractions to the warm Asiat ic 
which can scarcely be conceivec! by Europeans, Tin* 
more advanced and spiritual worshippers t egard, 
his pranks and amours as May4, or delusion; the 
amusements of the hero before he was conscious of 
being’ the deity incarnate ; and they adore the idol 
as the supreme spirit, who dwells in every heart, 
and is himself the universe. But the mother wor­
ships the handsome boy as well as the supreme spirit; 
the boy who stole the butler and kissed the milk­
maids, as well as the youthful deity who opened 
his mouth and. displayed the three worlds. To the 
neglected wife or the desolate widow, Krishna 
assumes a warmer character. Me is young, beauti­
ful, and divine ; the passionate and universal lover.
The worshipper aspires to become another Ivadha. 
Ultimately the religion became depraved. A class' 
of impostors appeared who claimed to be incarnations 
of Krishna; and deluded their votaries into sacri­
ficing their chastity under the plea of being beloved 
by Krishna, of devoting all. to Krishna. Such was 
the so-called religion of the Mah&rajas of Bombay.21 
India, however, has not been without her refommis. 
Perhaps the most celebrated is Clioitunya, who 
flourished in Bengal during the early part of the 
sixteenth century. He revolted against the gross 
materialism of the age, and especially against the 
orgies of the Tantras. He imparted a spiritual 
meaning to the life and acts of Krishna, made war 
upon caste, denounced, widow-burning, and recom -

p History of the Sect of. Mahhrajas or. YallM.bhacli5.ryas in western. India.
Triibner, 1865. Report of the. Maltaraj Libel Case, Bombay, 1862. A 
detesta!itc but indescribable materialism, belonging to a primitive worship, seems 
also to have been associated with a lower form of the Krishna religion, hat it bos 
long since been banished to the most remote and secluded localities.



mended the re-marriage of widows. He made: Nud- chap, vtii. 
doa bis centre, but travelled to Gour, Benares, Vrin- 
da van a, and Puree. He did not, succeed in carry nig 
oat all his views, especially as regards the• re-mar--., 
riage of widows, but to this day one-fifth o f the 
population of Bengal, including all the opulent native, 
families of Calcutta, are followers of Choitunya.22

The association of Siva and Vishnu with human- worship#
B rahm a, v o$h-

ity have imparted a vitality to the conceptions .of 
those deities which is wanting in that of Brahma.
In former times there was an antagonism between 
the Saivas and Vaishnavas, which ranged them info 
hostile camps; but in the present day this anta­
gonism is dying out, and the votaries uf Lhtu deities 
are engaged in the worship of the supreme being, 
who is equally identified with Brahma, Vishnu, and 
Siva. The worship of these three forms of the 
supreme spirit has thus become the life and soul of 
modem Hinduism. Sometimes they are' separately 
adored as the creator, the preserver, ami the de- / 
siroyer of the universe, under the name of the Tri­
al tub, or “ three form s;” hut they are frequently 
worshipped as the three in one, and the name of 
one includes the name of all. The pious Hindu 
hows his head alike to Vishnu and Siva, to llama 
and Krishna, to Lakslnm and Durga, or to any of 
the countless types of deity ; but he mutters the 
mystic word 6m, which includes all the deities, and 
believes himself to be worshipping the one and the 
supreme.23

Travels oE a Hindoo, by Bholamnith Chrrader, vol. i.
** The term Ora is the symbol of tbo Tdmurti, In the original Sanskrit it 

is spelt with throe letters, whieh may correspond to Lire letters A, V, M ; the A 
representing 'Brahma ; the V representing Vishnu ; and the 31 representing Siva.
In the more undent Brahmanical ritual, the term included al! |he gods of earth, 
skv, and heaven. Sec History, vol, ii., part v,, Brahrmmic Period.
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c h ap . vm. Bdsi^os these three great gods, there is a vast 
Mi»f-®Haneous number of other deified existences in Urn Hindudeities. _

pantheon. They may belong to extinct mytho­
logies ; but they are often regarded as forms of
one or oilier of the three great gods, -Brahma,
Vishnu, or Siva; or of one or other of their cor­
responding goddesses,— Saraswatf, Lnkslunfj and 
Durg&d4 TIius there are the seven Redds sprung 
from Brahma; the ten A vat eras o f 1 Vishnu; the 
eleven Rudras or forms of Siva; tlie eight guuuTtiau 
deities of the universe. Others are invested with . 
individual characteristics, which still render them h; 
objects of popular worship. Amongst these are. 
Ganesha, the elephant-hem iied deity of good huh ; 
Kuvera, the god of wealth; Kartikcya, the god of =■ = '■ 
war; .Haima, the god of amorous desire; Yama, the 
god of the infernal regions and judge of tlie deed, 
There are also other objects of worship, such as the 
Hun, the Moon, the Planets, tlie Serpent, the Bull, 
tlie Cow, the Earth, and the Elvers. The names 
and attributes of these deified existences awaken no 
associations in tlie mind of Europeans, and throw 
no light, upon the religious ideas of the Hindus. 
Indeed they are often dismissed as the.offspring of 
a blind and obstinate idolatry, which corrupts the 
heart and intellect of the Hindu; when they ought 
rather to be regarded as crude developments of the 
affections, which will be abandoned with the advance 
of education and civilization.

The usages of the people, however, fall, under a 
very different category. They are well, worthy of 31

31 In the tnor'3 abstract developments of the ■ Hindi! religion, the con ey  Ions 
of gods ami goddesses arc reduced to mere emblems of the mule atul fesiu-e 
energies, as the first causes of the uni verse.
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study as illustrations of the earlier forms of religious ohap. viil 
I development among the human race. They are j j g ; 1̂, (te. 

best gathered from the narratives of the older luS^£ftS 
European travellers, who faithfully recorded all 
they saw, and whoso truthfulness will be attested 
by alj who are familiar with the sacred books, or 
with the habits and manners of existing populations.

Tim first traveller on record, who visited India S’ 
after Jdiouen-Thsang, was Marco Polo the Venetian.I29s"
Marco Polo flourished in t|e latter half of the 
thmcouth century, when Edward the First sat Upon 
the throne of England, and the last crusade was 
drawing to a close. He knew nothing of Hindustan 
or Bengal; but he was acquainted with the coasts of 
the Dekhan and Peninsula from Gazer at to Como­
rin, and from CoJiioriirto the kingdom of Telinga or 
Telugu. His travels appear to have been written at 
Comorin, the most southerly point of India. He is 
the first traveller who mentions Comorin. Indeed, 
notwithstanding its remarkable position, Comorin 
.has never attracted the attention of any Hindu 
geographer, ancient or modern. He describes it as 
a very wild country, abounding in bears, lions, and 
leopards, and especially in monkeys. The monkeys 
seem to have attracted his particular attention. He 
says that they were of such peculiar fashion, that 
they might have been taken for men; a remark 
which suggests tire origin of the monkey warriors in 
the Bamdyana.^ The region derives its name from 
a temple which was erected there in honour of Km 
mart, u the Virgin; the infant babe who had been

2- Marco Polo, Book iii., chap. 23. The edition of the works of this traveller 
] y Colonel Yule is a valuable boon to t he student of Asiatic history. The notes uro 
the results of large experience and extensive reading.

26
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chap. mi. exchanged for Krishna, and ascended to heaven at 
the approach of Kaxisa.36

cw’Nismda Eastward of Comorin was the Coromandel
o-n-otpy . cha-
JK$£rf !hfl country ; the ancient Cho’la-mandalum. It is the land 

of the Tamil-speaking people, and extends northward 
along the Bay of Bengal as far as Telinga or the 
Telugu country.27 Marco Polo describes the people 
almost as they might be described now. They were 
black, naked idolaters, who wore nothing but a cloth 
around their loins. They worshipped the cow and 
bull, and no one save the Pariahs would eat beef, 
They would not kill any animal, so that those who 
wanted flesh meat, such as kid or mutton, employed 
Saracens or other foreigners as butchers.5’8 They 
plastered their houses with cow-dung. They all 
sat upon the ground, kings and nobles, as well as 
common people. The wealthier classes slept in beds 
of light cane-work, which were drawn up to the 
ceiling for the sake of coolness, and to escape the 
bites of tarantulas, or mosquitoes. When a child 
was born they wrote down his nativity ; that is to 
say, they noted down the hour, day, month, and 
age of the moon. The children were black enough., 
but the parents rubbed them every week with oh of 
sesame, which made them as black as devils. They 
painted their gods black and their devils white.29

u  See ante, page 378, Faria y Sousa, vol. ii., page 394. Colonel Yolo 
identifies Kiunan with Durgfi. This is a a error. The temple of Kumhri was 
erected by'Krishna llaja of Narsinga, a zealous patron of the Vai.Uin. vas.

57 The frontier between the Tamil and Telugu languages ia at Pulieat, twenty- 
three naif's to the northward of Madras. The Dutch built a square fort here in 
1609, .for the protection of' their trade in painted cottons and muslins, for which 
Telinga wag celebrated in former times. Tulicat lake is a favourite pleasure 
haunt for residents at Madras.

'•* By Saracens Marco Polo seems to refer to Mussulmans generally.
549 This is correct Vishnu in bis incarnation as Krishna is always painted
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