: Mms)g);_ | daS @L

o "i-o___.istronn?enoufrh to set up alastmnr power The ﬂg}t_ﬂuvrj_
other states seizod upon every channe of asserting
their own 1nclependence' and the hegemony which.

__-{hvldual princes were able to establish seldom out-
ived more than a few generations, i
o ery stato had its own prince, its own feudatory Rajpoot consh-.
chl;afttum and its own separate constitution.  The
demesne of the prince occupied the centre of his
dominion ; whilst the fiefs of his several chieftains
ore fhdtmbut@d around. ' The royal demesne had a
';ndency to diminish with the grant of new fiefs;
but__ at times it had a tendency to expand with
v acquisitions arising from lclpS(‘S or forfeitures.
.mmnally tho prmces a.nd the:r re s»poetwe chieftaing
Iach prince had pro-
bably in a.nuent times his own speci ial band of com-
amonb, sworn to live or die in his defence. It
saems probable that in Rajpootana, as in Furope,
the close personal tie between the prince and his
followers was superseded by a feudal relation be-
tween lord and vassal. Traces of the original insti-
tution were to be found at a compamtwdy recent
period amongst the ]LUpoot principalities of the
Pén,l.n-su]a. ] ach prince had also his own counecil
of chieftains, in which all questions were discussed,
whether of local or imperial interest. The Ranas of
- Meywar were nommal]y the sovereigu lords of all.
On grand occasions, when the general peace or wel-
are were concerned, the Rava convened a great
4sqembly of all the princes and chieftains of I\,a_]asf -
han.._ Accordinwly, as every subject had been pre-

i .i. l_..-
& which will be brought under yeview in chap. viil.
I 23

38 Ros especially Mateo Polo’s account of the five kings of the Tamil country,

&y
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Civil adminis-
trabion.

LGl admiinig.
L bration of Ava
. or upper Bur-
i

vmusly' dlSC!"lb.%ed in the 1oca1 councﬂs, ever«, P .
nnd ChlLftEliIl of the separatb states attended the’:__ :

the 11nperml comu 1] | - Hy

It would; however, appear that in th@ prorrre L
political developmenf the Rana of Mcywar geeras’ tof
have called in the aid of a civil power to neutralize
the encroachments of nuhtuy feudatories, de

alludes to the ¢“good times” of Meywar, in whic
the Rana was aided by a council of four ministers of
the crown and their deputms, and promulg&t@d |
the legislative enactments in which the gene
rights and wants of the comuinnity were invol
In this eivil administration neither the feudator
_princes, nor thc'u' lespef'tlve chieftains, had any
share or concern.”  Tod is unable to iurméh""any"_;"._._'
explicit m{mmatlon upon the development of this
system of civil government. The wars between the
Mahrattas and Rajpoots, which prevailed during the
greater part of the eighteenth century and the e&rli i"'__;_
part of the nineteenth, had reduced the old Ra_]po@tf@f_.'_'_'
constitutions to a state of comparative chaos i
Fortunately the existing constitution of ﬂ]e
kingdom of Ava, or upper mea, will be ﬁ:}und o
tluow considerable light upon the subject.  The
sovereigns of Burma claim with some show of imsaulj_-'_ |
to be of Rajpoot descent. Their usages and ideas
are in general accordance with. those of the ancrteltt"'--_ !
Kshatriyas.  But the power of the old mlh‘ra,ry:_.'l'_

10 Tod’s Rajast'han, vol. i, ' Feudal System in Rajast han, Lhnn B {& e

41 Tho statements ns regards the existing constitution of the I{lntrdnm of Am'
arve chiefly based ipon cortain notes which were takin by the author thmnga-- :
semi-political mission to Mandalay and Bhame in the year: 1870. Pheyare, o
howevir, in general aceordance with the information supplied b} 3 8 Sang’mmauu,. {
o Jlf,m.uptmu of the Burmese Empire.” Rome, 1833, S iy




}'fa;nd non~hmed1tary noblhty i The conse-
s has been, that the Burmese constitution has
’f-an arlstom‘atm elumenf nor a popular one.

a.nd pcmtmn entwely depend upon the w111 of
"'ov,t:»rewn. It is thus a burealxcr%y of thg worst

The cf)ntml cmtnm‘tty at Manda]ay tne present iro ehehb A g

TR coungils,

tal of Burma, directs and controls the entive
ninistration of the kingdom. It consists of two

gat _'.Coiinc{ls, namely,— |

st. The supreme council and hmh court of

edl, known as the Hlot-dan, |
2nd. The privy or palace counm] known as the e
yadoit. - b
. The Hlot- dau, or supreme council of Ava, cor- gﬁ;ﬂﬂlﬁgm" |
mfmnc’is to the royal council of four ministers of the ek
ywh, and thmr deputies, which 1s mentioned by
onel Tod. It may therefore be accepted as

ydern development of the royal couneil which ex-
Sted'under the old Ranas of Meywar. It exercises

1l the powels of a senate, a hwh sourt, and a
'_c_abiiwt Its functions are lewwlatwo judicial, and
xecubive.  As a senate, it possesses a cmhtttuilondl
;fmwer of wefo to any act or order of the king. As

& high court of civil and eriminal justice, it tries all
mpmtant cases, and Js the highest court of appeal.

As a cabinet, it exercises all thc powers of govern-
ment° and*® every order of the king is issued by the
?-"'__lot dau in tho name of the ministers of whom the




' '*.I'hu Byadeit,
\ e privy gouns
i lJil.

U Bubstitution of
[ ofticialism for
0 feudalisim,

tmn VL courk 1 compomd

‘the courts of the Normans and Plantagdnaﬁa,__b.q.th"

I{IS’IQRY or _mnm il

The court consmta of the four
\VO(JntTme, or great mmlbtcrs, and the four Woon-
‘douks, or assistant ministers. The erown prince is
ex-officio president of the council; but a still higher
throne is set apart for the king, on Whi(ﬂl hi's ;i;aj.f‘;?Sty

‘occasionally takes his seat.

The Byadeit, or palace council, is stﬂl more
closely associated with the king, and it 1s doubtful_ _
whether it ever existed in Muywnr It consists of

four ministers of the interior, who are the prw‘ite_[l_f"[;

advisers of the king 2, and take charne of the tr easmy,
cand all receipts and dlsbursemults |
The Hlot-dau, or supreme council, 'and” 'tli"e

B_y adeit, or privy conueil, thus form the two govern._ﬂ 5__"':3

ing departments of the administration of Ava. Like

departments invariably accompany the king when-
ever he makes a progress within his own domm«_{ '

ions. But in upper Burma, the old feudal element;

which still prevails n I\.aJpootana, has |entirely -
pussed away. The two councils are composed of
subservient smooth-tongued officials, whose ideas

and aspirations are all centred in the king, They i
~are the shadow without the substance OE' a 0‘011‘31$it-t1'-

tion.  They, however, serve to give &, seeming

permanence to the government of the kingdom, mxd s
perhaps hold it together, in the same way that =

officialism and routine held together the Byz'-ﬁ._n"(;iné

“empire for generations after its life-blood had ebbed

away.




CHAPTER VIIL
;'-',ﬁp.ﬁ-x;: BRAHIMANICAL REVIVAL, A.D. 600-—1600.
fT_}:IL se%ntoenth century ushers in the history onar. yim. |

& Mussulmans had founded the Mogul empire, SOGHE"
d established its ascendancy from the mountains
_Gf Bactria and Cashmere to the delta of the Ganges.
In the Dekhan the lesser Mussulman qnvctuwntlcs
had overthrown the last of the old Hindd (,mpu'es,
aﬂd':W(ﬁre engaged in wars amongst themselves, or in
extending their arms into the southern Peninsula.
Méantime a new power appeared in the Eastern seas,
which was destined to hold an imperial sway over
i e whole Indian continent. In 1600 the East-India
,"'_."._I"--:Cgmpmy obtained its first charter from Queon'
. Elizabeth. In 1605 the emperor Akber died ¢
_::-'.:Agra,, and was mmceedcd Ly his son Jehdngir, tne |
. grandfather of Aurangzib. In 1613 the English
. Dbuilt their first factory at Surat, and concluded
~ their first treaty with emperor Jehdngir. In 1639
| théy founded Madras; in 1661 they obtained Bom-
bay; and in 1678 they settled at Caloutta. These
" factorios grew into cities, and became the centres of
 trade; hey are now the capitals of the Anglo-

~ Indian empire.

IS

wdern India. In the Punjab and Hindustan India from the || |
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: _ntwn in
i .Hmdli develop-
ment,

" beheld similar scenes; and ten centuries later still

Jixpulsion of
Buddhism,

" IS ORY oF mnm.

the carly English, their townships and gemots, lmd

been succeeded by the manufacturing cities, tha"':"'?"
parliaments, and the political and rdwlouq activity, -
of the Elizabethan era. But in 11‘1(11:1, the 111terval;-._'.,:_'__'é__:-_'--;..
is scarcely apprecmblo ; in all essentials the peop]&:
were the same in the seventeenth century as in the ..

seventh. Buddhism had been overthrown, but the

religion of the Jains remained. = Islam again ‘had
planted mosques and schools throughout IIllidustan'ﬁ7'_'ﬁ_":"__'l
and the Dekhan; but it could not modify the general
idolatry.! T'he social and religious life of the gleat
bulk of the Hindd population underwent no percept-
ible changes. In the days of Alexander and Megas-
thenes, the masses worshipped the sun and the ri-ﬁr'e;js;_ '
sacrificed to Vishnu and Siva, paid reverence to =

naked Yogis, and burnt lhiving widows with their
dead husbands. Ten centuries later Hiouen-Thsang

the early English adventurers were gazing upon the--_ :
same mysterious world. Wl
The most important event in the Inqtory of the'_';'“

'intell'val 18 the expulsion of the Buddhist _mm_lL_s-';
from India. Of the revolution which -'subverted]f‘f'-

I The annals of Mussulman India are chiefly valuable for the ﬂlustmtwna tfmy A

 furnish of the political and religious life of the Mussulmans themselves. They

throw little or no light upon the civilization of Ihndmtnn and but little on that
of the Dekhan and Peninsula. They may be said to commence in-a.n, 665,

twenty years after the departure of Iiouen-Thsang, when the Arabs conquered -

Seinde,  But it was not until 1001 that Mahmiid of Cabul invaded Hindustan ; 2%
and it was not until 1205, or two centuries after MahmGd, that Kootumuddm '
the first Mussulman sovervign of India, wos crowned king at Iahow

The e'u"l y F I o*hsh .a,dventurers appeared in Indm_' B
etactly ten centuries after the pilgrimage of IImuem fh
Thsang. In England it is comparatively easy o
vealizo the vast mterval which elapsed between the
seventh century and the seventeenth. The wa,rs oo




ny‘ valne has be,e,n prm(,rved "But stlll tt i not i

.'=I-__'|thn Hiouen-Thsang visited Benares, the city
8 already more Brahmanical than Buddhist. It

was thie centre of the worship of Iswara or Siva, and
awarme«d with naked fanatics, who rubbed them-
' -}_-Wlth ashes, and practised religious austeri-
ties. Magnificent temples were built of stones richly
carved, and wood choicely painted; whilst a brass
colossal statue of the god, nearly a hundred feef

'gh' filled the Chinese pilgrim with ruspectful awe.

“h_e entre of Buddhism was at ¢ 4rnath in the inime-

,,,,,, ate nmghbourhood This was the old deer-forest
which Giétama Buddha had first turned the wheel
the law. On this holy spot a vibdra had been
seted in the life-time of the apostle; and when
'eu—'l‘hsann visited the locality, stupas and
ms Wele to be seen 1n all dlrectmm. ]:[ere also

“"'nghé,ré,mas, thch were so famoua in Budﬂnbt
adia.  But the Sanghdrdma at Sarnath was not a
lﬂ-urlhhmg institution in the seventh century. e
only contained fifteen hundred Srdmans, and they
were all followexs of the little Vehicle. 1In the present
day S4rndth is in ruins.  T'wo great towers are still
?stimdm and traces of the old college are s still to be
found ; Wlnlst relics and images of great variety
“have been discovered within the mounds.  The
_ashes and clmrred rethains sufficiently indicate that
'__:'--'the Whole was destr oyed in some sudden conflagra-
~ {ion; and a8 Buddhist pagodas have been converted
-'-'-’.-.'_"'-'.:nto Brahmanical temples, suspicion points to a sud-
1‘1en outbreak mst:crated by thc Bréhm AN, Poassnbly'

,d‘l‘ﬂieult to arrive at the faet. Tu the seventh cen-



e

wmr L some’ bltter dis,putatxon had bcen broxwht to a
" violent dose and a nest of mfarwted fanatles h’l.d' 0

poured out of Benares to d{,stroy the heretics and
atheists of Sdrnath as enemies of the gods. Possibly,
also, the popular veneration and respect for the holy
men had been blunted by charges, such as those
which & woman brought against Gétama, and w}nch

‘were freely levelled against the English elergy: pnox* _
~to the destruction of the monasteries. At presanﬁ,

however, the story lies beneath the moumls i ,‘541'— !
nath was sacked and burned at the mstlgatlon 0f
the Brahmans.? '

- 2 A legend of Divodas, & king of Benares, hax been related in several 1’u1 {mas,
which may possibly refer to this Yevolution. Siva is said to have beon desivotg of
occupying Benares, and sent Nikumbla to persnade the prince to embrace Buds
dhism. Aceordingly Divodas became a follower of Buddha, and wes expnllefl'-- i
from Benarves, and founded another city on the banks of the Gomati. —m\'ialmu i
Purfina, Wilson's translation, edited by Ilall, vol. iv., pp. 88, 40. IR

(feneral Cunningham, who conducted many excavations around: Samﬁth m'
1835-36, writes as follows 1~ From the fifth to the seventh century the décline of
Buddhism was gradual and gentle. But from the eighth century the fall was 1ap;<1 .

and violent, New dynasties arose who knew not Sakyn Muni; and the Tnars 117 Ve

Dielhi, the Raktors of Imnnug, and the Chandels of Mahoba, succeeded to the mst :'-;:
empire of Siladitya.  The rise of all these families has b{,rn traced o the eiphth 0

centitry 3 and both coins and inseriptions remain to aftest their Brahmanical hes i
lief.  But Buddhism continied to linger in Benares, M«lwa, and Guzevity and
was not finally extinguished until the ¢leventh or the twelfth century, when' the

last votaries of Buddha were expelled from the continent of India. Numbers of
images, concealed by the departing monks, are found buried near Sawmbth; and
heaps of ashes still lie scatfered amidst the ruins to show that the munastenes
were destroyed by fire.”’ 4T
Major Kittoe, who in 1851 carried on more extensive exeavations in the same
neighbourhicod, confirmed the conclusions of Guneral Cunningham. e wrots— |
“All has been sacked and burned; priests, temples, idols, all together; for in
some places bones, iron, wood, and stone are found in huge masses; and (his has.
happened more than once.”-—Cunningham’s Bhilsa Topes, chapter xii, Se;é alsd" '
Archewological Reports.
l’rob?bl) it was at this time, or at some earlier period, that Kanouj abﬂndnnml
Buddhism and embraced the religion of the Brahmans, The fact iz dimly indis
cated in the legend of Viswamitra, the son of the king of Gadhi ot Kanouj, who is
snid to have heen originally a Kshatriya, and subsequently to have become a
Brahman, - See History, vol, ii., Ramayana, chap. iv.  Kanouj wag subséquently i

the centve of ovthodox Brabmanism, and supplied Brahmanieal teachiers to Lwngn! A

whose descendants ave still known as Kulin Bralimans.

3




appearance of the Jaing is
hich mo record haa been pre%erv_ed

soul in gome undeﬁmble mansion of the blessed.
Iulld se@m to 1dent1fy 1(: w:th that school of
rathor than deities
_*‘uh*d the umvmmc and the names of their

ty-four saints or Tirthankaras, commencing

s ‘are. ‘held in the plOf(JuIldObt veneration.  The

o Jam monks in 001101:11 are not only clothed
"Stmgumhud as tho ¢ white-robed.” . Their
8 are btately and mysterwub buildings of niar-
_ 3enerally standnw n mmf}te a.nd sm*luded n.ltu-

; '-r_.ful'lom (1) Eating at night. (2) Slaying an animal.  (3) Euting the fruit
others. (6) Committing adultery. (7} Eating flowers, butter, or cheese.  (8)

‘ _L'x\‘n., 1834,

- Itis difficult to say how fm' the Jalng were connecied mth the htﬂu Vehicle,
Tt has alieudy been seen that Siladitya, king of Kanonj and Magadha, was a follower
! I-uf the great YVehiele, and held a famous public disputation betyeen the two Vehie 18,
:.-!L lecend has been preserved in the Mahatma, ovsacred ehronicle of the mountain
0 afmnna, that the Buddhists held a pablie disputation with the Jains and sm,mul
e wistory, whereupon 8§ aditya became o Buddhist . but that «11b~;r‘qm mily the
\ "'.'”I:'Jams dofeated the Buddhists, ¥ hereupon ‘Sﬂml:t\ a beeame o Juto, - See F ml;fs 3

Ras Mala ml P

,ﬁght certain precepts of strict morality which |

\Evllib worslupped Sibllltb who had bffB"L‘tLd ‘th(}ll‘ |

ol Admath and endmo' with Parisndth and Mahds

h’s Were dlwded 11"\.(, the Burldlmts o me n'zks

The c-lght oeadly sing of tho Jmm ave somewhat puq,uh, ¢ they were as
ofl tr oes that give milk, (4) Tasting honey or flesh. ' (5} Taking the wealth of .

Wmaluppmg the gods of other  religions.—Asiatic - Journal, vol. xvii, 1824;

"Phe e
"';-tlie Jaans had for its objeet: the hbemtmn_-___- o Vi
soul from the trammels of existence. It did e
_nwever, ‘aceept the dactrine of anmlnhtmn o
4na, but assigned a spiritual life to the liber-




’I‘riump'h of Siva

nt Boanares:

Thnlhc form of
SWira,,

especially in western India.

The overthrow of Buddhism at ¥ d,msith mus_ i
have sent a thrill through the religions world of @
India. From time mnnunorml Benares had been
the great gentre of religious thought ; the resort of i i
all new teachers who aspired to be the foundersof -
seots ; the final court of appeal from all con_ﬂlm.ng.;..- i
schools, such as those of Mithila, Gour, and =
Dravira, The destruction at Sarndth was the
triumph of the worshippers of Siva. This deity, the =
Dionysos of the Greeks, was perhaps the most
ancient and most mystic in  the Brahmanieal =
pantheon.  Iswara or Siva was the first cause,-tha'f_-“-_..'"_;_‘_ %

4 The holy mountain of Satruniya in the south-cast of Kattiawar 18 sacréd L N
Adinath, the first of the twenty-four Tirthankaras, who i3 said to have mmg,ratr‘d e
“'from Ayodhyh at gome remote period. On the summit of the mountain is 4 Ve
colossal irauge of Adinath, hewn out of the solid rock, The mountaus itself rises & ¢

nearly two thmnnnd«imf aboye the plains. Upon these lonely heights the maxble
shrines of the Jains, with their stately enclosures, half-palace, half-fortress, hava it
been constructed in the npper air, far removed from the ordinary réad of m_pr_tals,

like the mansions of another world, ' In the davk recesses of each temple thereds .

ong or more images of Adinath, or some other Tirthankava, The alabaster featmee ;
wearing an e*tprtmon of listless repose, are rendered dimly visible by the faing |
Yight which is shed by silver lamps, = The air is perfumed with incense, and the

female vofaries, glittering in scarlet and gold, move round in eircles barefooted -

over the pnl:sh{d floors, ¢haunting their monormlms but not unniclodious Liynaise
" The mountain is one of the first places of Jain pilgrimage; the bridal hall of those
who would marty everlasting rest,  Many legends are told of fubded kings, who
by their austerities and religions seryices on this sacred ground have thiown off -
the intolerabie load of sin, and attained the blessmg of hbu ation, -—1'* orhcs ] Raa 1y
Mala, vol. i, chap. iii. - i

are ﬂlObG w!uch lmve been bullt on the holy mOux
tain of Batruniya in the Gurzerat peninsula, over .
against the city of Palitana.®  The Bmhmans exX-
pe’ll(,cl the ABuddhists, but they could not Wlloﬁlyéf,"f_r :
expel the Jains; and to this day the Jaing forll-f-'* o
an interesting element in the Hindu T'opulutu)n,’j{f 'g:_




1 '_*mtwo force, or supleme spmt whmh W’&S' o
ny lved in the conception of Brahma. Jn the work
of creation Iswara, or the germ, expanded gnto oy
_ .___'-.__-_-a,nd evolvod within itself the five elements,—
&“rﬁh water, air, fire, and ether. The Eﬁ’eww then
‘.,_pafmted into two parts, a higher and alower. The G
gher portion became the heaven above Lethie Tower A INRRS
portion hecame the earth beneath. It subsequently
formed the universe of all created beingy of gods,

"'en',' and animals; of mountains, plalub, nveis, and

- When it reached its full expansion. it hegan _

""_ly to diminish. The number of deaths exceeded =

he _'n"umbu" of births. In this way it was gradually’

-ta&uced to asingle germ, which might be bymhohzed . I
as a dew drf'D, but mmht be more emf,tly deserihed | Tl
16 centre point of the cir elod Thus universeafter 1 1)
rse was created and passed away, after a similay
shion {0 that already 1x1dicated in the m}th of g e
a y-_ﬂnd mght of Brahma. % AR
. Ultimately these symbols were pe1 sonified into a ““‘L"‘;‘;‘ii‘}%ﬂﬁ?
g‘od and goddess; or rather a god and goddess were
assocmted with the symbols. The worship of the
 male deity exhibited every stage of development.

. Sometimes it found expression in a pure and elevated

. adoration of the supreme being as Iswara, in which
the an'alnpper sought to lendor his body and soul
pure and holy in tlu, sight of the creator. Sometimes
1b degenerated 1nto a wretched abcetlcmn, whl(,h' ,_

Y 5 Faria y Sousa, vol, iy, page 877,
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_. E*_f_rf: _vfn eultu Sied dmtasto f(fsr exxstenoe b} pondermg over
| the lower instincts and necessities of animal Peihgl it
and quenchied the fire of the passions by a deprm"efl e
familiarity with the ashes and bones of the dead, and.
every species of filth and corruption.  The worship
of the femmle deity exhibited a similar variety of
phases. Sometimes under the names of Durgd,
Bhavani, or Parvati, she was adored as the d.Lvn_]_e_a i See
ideal of the daunghter, wife, or mother. Sometimes,
as Bhadrd-K4lf, she was regarded as the patron deity = =
of Thugs and prostitutes. She was also personified as il
Kdlf, the black goddess, the terrible barbarian queen, gl ol
who 1(,\1,11(3(1 in strong wine and flesh meat, i dig-
gusting obscenity, and the blood of human sacrifices. T
The grosser forms of the worship of Siva and Durgd = = -
degenerated into the so-called Tantrie 1"{;]3‘0;1'011; s
“hwh once provailed throughout a large portion of Y
India, but which there is reason to believe has nearly
disap peuod from the land. In the Siva cult novices
were exposed to every possible allurement, and ex.--.;"'-_.;.j:;f-
pected to remain unmoved. In the Kali cult nu(hty e
was worshipped in Bacchanalian orgies w huh cans. -
A not be deseribed. |
o Bk den. The triumph of Siva over Buddha 18 to "s"oin-e
| ._-_f;‘l‘;&“b““‘ extent illugtrated by the life and career of Sankha
| Achdrya, who may be termed the apostle of the
Saiva religion in its more spiritnal form. He was !
| a native of Malabar, and belonged to the tribe of =
Nambari Bréhmans. He flourished about the eighth
or ninth century of the Christian era.  He led the
life of & wandering mendicant, and engagod in sue-
cossful controversies with the Buddhists and Jains.
According to local legend, Jain kings were reign-
ing at Kalyan in the Dekhan, and Conjeveram




Wmls throurf‘hmm the Pemmula, Tt 1110ml)er:s are
__-wtfmgumhed by thres horizontal white stripes along
heir foreheads. Some are called Lingayets; their
eet is known as the Jangam, They carry little
1ages of the linga, as the representative of the su-
me being, in small silver boxes hauging from the
Uil They lmry their dead without bmmnm lhoy
y on 1‘1ce vc*tmt%bleq, and oakes of various

Hnrmmqa Arhﬁ- AL
rya, vhe apostle

OF Vishimmy i Ay e
nbout AL 1300~ i

dﬁte. Ita f()llowers were know*u as Valbhncwas
pposition to the Saivas or followers of Siva.  Its
"-"_fapostlos were Ramsinu]a, Aolmt ya who ﬂonr-

_ '-.-f‘ -A:-variety of authormas miglit be quoted for the statements in the text, in.
,-':clu\lmg Pavia y Sousa, Abbé Dubois, Buchanan, Wilks, and the Mackenzie MSS,,
0 of which the author has a large folio volume of extracts and abstracts, cmnpllvd

{ hy hinself more than ten years ago. The vitality of the Smarta religion is proved
by the fact that the great Gara Sankha Achfirya has been succseded down ta the
L present day h) 4 hm. of Gurus, who "have been either adopted by the preceding

' Garn whilst alive, or elected by the disciples after his deceuse. A successor ov
‘-'rapreﬂentative of the apostle was still living in 1871, "His name was N‘trsmgh
. Achbrya. He is called by his disciples the agat Guru, ov teacher of the world.
1 e is the yene: ated pmmﬁ' of all Hindas holding the Smérta faith.  Heisa colis
i bate, lives on: ilk, and is acquainted with Sanskrit, Kanarese, Tamil, and Telugu,
e "'_He wears a tiara c{wmed with pearls and jewels. ' In 1871 he was seventy-five
years of age, and had aﬂnptod a suecessor,  Ho travels in great state ina *»pvcml
* palanguin with an elephant in attendance ; and ¢n such occasions is accompanied
by  large cortége of Brahmans and disciples. All the Hinda inhabitants of u
town, the Raja not ‘exvepted, turn ont on hisg appm%h to receive him mth suit-

el :ahle reverence.-—Bowiing's Eastern £ \:perlenus, p.wv 139, London, 1\;_,‘ _




I Iished ab C‘on_]evemm, and Ranmnand whn ﬂo uzislw

f‘nnceptmn of
islinu and
f :Lﬂlislsmi

at Benares. Rdmdnuja niay be referred to the

twelfth century. e distinguished himself as the{;f
opponent of both Jains and Saivas ; and was especx--_-.:; o
ally famous for (,a,stmrr out evil SIJlrltS and devals, | (0"

Like Sankha Ach: 4rya, he appears to have under-
taken missionary circuits over the whole of the

Peninsula, fixing his head-quarters at Srnmfrham,_

oppasxth the town of Trichinopoly. IHis pcutlcul ar

sect is known as the Ayengar Vaishnavas, and il
distinguished from the SwArta by a vertical mark

like a trxdeut, which is painted on the forchead just

aboye the nose.® They abhor Siva, and eall him
the chief of the Rakshasas, and worship only fl]e:'-_-"'-"f_"_:
T mhnu group of deities. Rdmdnand of Benares was D
a disciple who had seceded from Immanujm He-"-'*_"'
taught the worship of Vishnu through lis inearnma-
tions as Rdama and Krishna; and eapouull} ﬁc)uf”ht";""ﬁ__}

to abolish caste. But before indicating the various = =

phases in the religion of Vishnu, it wﬂl be ﬂece‘maryﬁ.*-

to glance at thoe origin and g rowth of the oonccptmn it

of that de.ity
Vighnu was originally a persomﬁuatlon of ‘f

Sun-god as a human hero more or less d_IVII“_Ie.,.._-.-th(}'.'
celestinl ancestor of the Surya-vansa, or “children

of the sun.” This idea developed into that of deity;

the bright god who imparted life and light to the: e

universe; the supreme soul that illuminated the =

¥ Conjeveram, properly Kanchipura, or the golden city, was the capital of the

ancient kingdom of Chola. It is situated about forty-eight miles o the gouth /'

west of Madras, : : :

# The sectarian mark of the Vaishnavas is called the foot of Vishnou, which fs
represented by the trident. 'The sectarian of the Saivas is called the eye of H:va, !
and is génerally in the cenbre of the fovehead, in the middlo of the three lines, o

Biva is fabled to have a third cye thcw




--’l.hé worshlpper cwsed to 1deut1fy Vlshnu Wlth the
atemal sun,  The god was bllpprS(‘d to dwell in

he heaven of Vaikuntha far away in the blue ethu‘,
“orin the fabled sea of milk which surrounded the uni-

iy -_V;erse;g but still taking a deep interest in the uni-

rerse and its 111]1:-.1,})1wnt3, human and divine. A
female chvnuty was given to him as a wife, the divine
Lakshmi; the goddess of good fortune, WCd]ﬂ], and
P dspertty' the deified embodiment of all that i
good and beauuful pure and aﬂ‘ectmmto, in an ideal
woman, whether as a daughter, a wife, or a mother.
akshm{ was the sea-born goddess; she had risen
out _cf the ocean, like another Aphrodite; to becomo
the bride of Vlalmu. '

- The conception of Vishnu and Lakslmn , dwell-

g far away as a supreme spirit or spmts in the sea

) '__111\ was too remote for popular sympathy. There
‘was not even a symbol existing, like the hlma, that
"'Wt}uld associate tho god with lmmamt ¥« Accor dmﬂvly |
thnu was supposed to become incarnate from time
} tg time, for the deliverance of the world from the
Ej ' oppression of giants or demons,_ the Dzut.yas or

i Rz-iksh&sm of remote ant1qu1ty These incarnations

RO In Hmd& geography the universe i3 a vast circle, consisting of alteruate

cﬂntments and seas formed into concentric rings. Jambu-dwipa, or the earth, is
. the cenfre; and the centre-point of the earth is mount Meru; the Himalayas of
modcm geegmphy, the Meros, or thigh of Zeus, in which Dmmax 5 wag eonceated
aftel the death of his mother Semele. Jambu-dwipa was surrounded by a sep of -
sa,lt. water.  'The six vemaining continents are of course m}thLul The first attor
Jmnhu-dw:pn wvas survonnded by a sca of sugar-cune juice; the next by a sea of
wine; the next by a sea of melted butter ; the next by a sea of curds; then fols
lonved the soa of milk ; and last of all was a sea of fresh water.

’I‘m Amté.ras ot



3{_}8 i il }{{stRY OF H‘ql“_“-m. .. s

A »

’I‘hrma Avataras
Crelarring to
the Deluge,

1. or avamtas are 1m‘ustec1 w1th hmtarlcal mgmﬁoanob.
They are ﬂ*enomlly reckoned as ten in number,
although in some sacred books there are unimport-

ant add[tmm. In reality they were nothing more

than thie old gods and heroes of ante- Brahmamcal'_*'}'
times, who were incorporated into the Brahmanical =

system, and reproduced as incarnations of Vishnu,

In this manner Vishuu is said to have succmsiifély'_'_’f-”' _ '_"
become incarnate in four animals,—the fish, the ' =
tortolbo. the boar, and the lion; and in five human"_,f_'_j____"_:_j
beings,—Vdmana, P amsummft, Rcuna, Krislma, andiiliise
Buddha ; and ﬁml]y he is to appear on a white 1101*3(*,
n'what is known as the Kalki avatdr, and to de~

htmy the present universe, and bring mto (,xmtence IS

a purer and better world.

The myths by which these personifications are. s

represented as incarnations, are the mere inventions |
of Brahmanical teachers; but they are nevertheless

replete with meaning. llm fish-god has been wor-

- shipped by many races from the earliest antiquity

as the ocean deity. He was the Poseidon of the
Greeks; the Neptune of the Romans. He is ﬂ‘en-._l'?."'
erally symbolized by a rude figure half human and

half fish; but the idea was spiritualized by the Vedie .
Rishis mto Varuna, the great god of elemental W&tor,_":" .
the supremo spirit of the (](,ep seas. The tortoise = ' =
and boar were apparently deities of a similar chiagai v
racter ; the gods or %ymbols of different races. All
three deitios appear in the Vishnu-avatira myths in

association with some legend of a universal del_uge.j
Thus Vishnu became incarnate ag a fish in order to
save Manu, the ancestor of the human race, from
being drowned in the deluge. He became a tortoise
n orde1 to rescue the oarih from the deluge by tqkmg




ma the gods H bocmno Vamana, or thc dwarf'
( "I"to deatmy tho giant Bgz} Who appczm to be

I'Io _' |

béaamb [mma. in oulor tc- z»lay I{«cl.Vd.ilrl, the
dem'x klnw <~t Lfmkd, 1n (‘g_}lonq Ha bemme

o n ..,gfléctum the wommp of tll& dextws, and therf» -
ex:posmﬂ themselves to certain destruction.  The
ucdrnat;on in the white horse avatdra may be
sed as a theological dream, originating in an
ot uncommon amongst suﬁermn* ]mmamty, _
‘fl-"e-'worlsl has sunk into a hopelm state of sin
gorrow; that man is Lelpless to work out the
lem of ]11.55 being; and that the advent of denfy
..___.wtze‘ssm*y to the mnmatton of the universe. _ (R
e of thess inearnations of Vishnu possess agfn?iﬁg%;d"'
substantive lmtomml value, namely, the dvathrag g dhisa. ™ =
a1 lion and dwarf, and those of Parasurdma, Réma,

i _I&rlshna, <Ln_d l_uk__l.dha. One uloa runs tlu'ourrh them

'-0' deafroy th(‘ gmnh or demom who ‘;ouw)ht to de-
| "throne the gods.  These giants have been generally
dentificd with the non-Vedic rulers of the country ;

:-and no doubt in very ancient legends, such as find
| Geeasional expression in the Vedic hymns, the abo-

rwmal or pt B-A1 yan prinees were 1‘0<fa1ded as gnntq
: 24 i




- ma'roa-_

_____ ﬂn(l liko tho g'nanta of nurqery sterv were doscmbed‘_;_
a8 demons, ogres, man-eaters, deslmsm, Dcntyas,__
and Asuras. Lut the myths of the incarnations or
avatdras of Vishnu are of a f,nmpamtwc,ly modern
. date. They are not mentioned in the more a_n_cx,ent i)
scriptures, such as the hymns of the Rig-Veda or the |
laws of Manu. They belong to the age of Brdlmmn--_:;;
ical revival, when the persistent (.‘Hf.ultb of Buddlu&t'__....
teachers to deny the Ltutlmmy of the Vedas, and t
dethrone or ignore the gods in general, had crea‘bu e
an antagonism which (*ulrmnated m a pbrﬂebutl Vi
war.  The colossal statues of Buddhas and Jain
saints would suggest the idea of giants. The fabtt«hclt '
Gétama and Admz’tth were both Kshatriyas would
suggest the idea that the war was against Ksha-
triyas. The ninth avatdra is a key to the whole.
Vishna became Buddha to delude the giants into =
abandoning the worship of the gods, and tliel‘{*by}_:'ff
il working out their own destruction.
. {;gm&{fgo}ji{gg Two of these myths, namely, the Ao Lsof :
Vi ead Bnshoa | \Tighny as Rdma and Krishna, have been inteérwoven i@
. with the main traditions of the Ramdyana and Maha
_ Bharata, and impart a new and roliwious'meahing to
‘ the Hindn epies. It will also be seen that a deeper
significance underlies the sacred legend, than iy i
fvolvad in the' mére antagonism ln,hveon Braha i
manism  and Buddhism. The theology of the =
Briahmans has always been too abstract and metd-
physical for the masses. The bulk of mankind ean =
only worslip deified men and women; and unless
their affections are brought into play, thev have no
real devotion.  Indeed, without human love and
hwnan sympathies, religion drifts into a superstition
of selfishness; a mere bal tering of prayers, f:a.c1‘1fices, 5




ms in exchangs for happmeqs or pr
8 loatlers of the Brahmanieal rev 1m1 qeem to

,_ofdmt} They moved the heart of the Hinda to
ove and sympathy ; and then awakened his adora-
1 for the divine,  They employed a mvtholunlcal
aelnnery, which will appear strange and curubrous
the European ; but which, nevmthdoab, satisfied
he asplmtmns of ‘the masses by reproducing the
*'ﬂuprb_me, spirit in human forms. V]almu 18 repre-
ted as tle supreme spirit, the god above all gods,
' h{}% paramount power as the suzerain of the uni-
se was acknowledged by Brahma and all the

edic dmtxea. 'The story of his birth, marriage,
and exile as Réma is consequently surrounded by a
haze of bupenmtural details. The Vedic deities are
'--‘_-ppre&aed by Rdvana, the ﬂmnt or demon king of
Lankd, the modern Ceylon, They apply to Brahma
' r:sﬁccour but Rdvana has performed so many re-

Cwith the Vedic deities to the sea of milk, where
__:_'Vnshnu was dwelling in unutterable splendour.
. Vighnu answered their prayers. The supreme god
. engaged to become incarnate as Réma, and so effect
. the destruction of Rivana.

' 'The incarnation of Vishnu i is related with such
“_superuatuml details as would accord with his divino

0 withont a son, Accordingly he celebrated a great
¢ saerifice to obtain one. The gods came down from
- heaven and received their shares with their own

CHAF VITI

qq Sl i _._.._....‘..__..._._._.,...... {

ve discorned this important truth. The cnmpll&rs i
of the Rimdyana represented Réma and Sitd as
s of a husband and a wife, as well as incar nations

__ngOus mierits in former lives that Brahma is power-
less to help them. Acundmuly Brahma proceeded =

Togend of R&ma
%&a b

:':"_-:f,,cliar&bt(‘r- Dasaratha, Mahéraja of Ayodhyd, was



i . of Rama i
& a. %eliverex.

| ﬁi‘hf qucen Kausalyu,._ At th moment of' conwpt ot
Brahma, and the guds appoarad in thmr char

| I“He was crowned “mth a dmdem of' peazlu.-_
Aour arms,. holding rerapevtwcly ‘the blzella'_-'
 chakea, the nmw, and the lotos.t His mother kne
that he Wil god and adorr)d ]mn. He th(,n ‘3.-

an 01’dm¢u) 1111‘unt and b{\w'm to cr) The Ma:gﬂ_
raja heard the welcomo qouml and dmtr;hut&d
treabureq m ahns. :

Mm'i '
'Bﬁm&?&?ﬁ Sitd.

to the 1\-!;;,1-;& aja tl Al lxémaa was V bh'ﬂll, analf__hah
his fomale counterpart had been born at ‘vhthlld o
Bitd, the daughter of Raja Janaka. A(,(,ordxrwl
Réama was sent to Mithila under the (*harge O
Viswhmitra, and married Sit4 in due course; bub
Janaka stated that she was not actually his da:"' 0
ter, but was found under a furrow whun turnc(

by the plough.*

30 The qunent representations ﬂf Hinda deities with four avms has Im‘t' ,bmn
a. problem to Enropeans,  But the so-talled idolatry of the Hindas 13 nq)himg
more than theology in hieroglyphics; and the idols are often two or move cuu-
ceptions of deities moulded into one form, Vishnu was at once the timmx hero
of the Bshatriyas, and the supreme’ spivit of the Brahmans. As a hero ho eatried |
the ehakra and mace; as a god he carvied the shell and lotos, Réima c:hlluts j
the two-fold charaster of a hero and devotee theo, r‘lmut his exile, . R

1 Beel Adhyhatma Romayana.  History, vol. i, Ramé&yana, ‘I‘h:, myth fLat ‘
Bith sprang from the earth belones to a class of aehgtous fables; which APpeAE,
to hive ovigintted during the Dyahmanical vevivil, It would seem that eex~ 7
tain Brahwans of tlns pcuod endeavoared to reyive the decayi mg' Worsiup of the




Some such wremouy Was 1o doubt

;_ci-i out in the case of Rdma;" but the Ram4-
ep 'e.ﬁems ]nm as a relicious devotee. '
story of tlns exile presents muany beautlful

, though it is tedious from the wildness of
eh&ggeratlon&. Bmhmamcal hernntmws

Rtmmn, the
champion of the
Br ﬁhmma

g ]l‘j"mit : ;f-:'-'dfﬁcovered the bmutlful "nlkﬁnfal ’l‘hel |
however, are consiantlv hamssud by the ;

mans mta s:mlltu pez‘qomhcatmns. In uulu tm carvy mlt thls put- o

mir fo have mmodmed HeW names imrl mythe into the M ahé Bhhs

1 {.&mayana Thiis avtempt to revive the worship of the Vedic: deities
v fuiled.  Mr Cox, in his Mythology of the Aryan nations, has pmpaunded :

theot Y ‘wh:(;h is 00 t\xcluswcly bawd upon these later myths,

12 T8 covemony was carried out as late as the seventeenth century in the case
of 'Umm Sing, a prinee of ‘Marwar,  (See Tod's Rujast! han, vol. Ly p. 687 .

.,,'jp 44y Umira went ot of Mavwar with his pexsonal retaiuers, and entered
¢ service of (the emperor | Shal Jehan, the son of Jeliangir.  He proved a true
jpoot. He absented himself from court without leave, and spont a fortmﬂhi:

in huntlng On bis retorn the emperor reprimanded and fined him, but he
rofused to pay.  He was then summoned to the presence, but there he stabhed
e"paymastel‘ to the heart, and drew his sword to cut down the erperor, bub

gj),l,l ered the weapon against a pillar. - e, however, plied his dagger with such
ekless [ury, that hie slew five Mogn] nobles before lie was mortally wounded.

His Je’(mnmu perisked after the old. Rajpoot fashion,  They put on saflron gar

and rashed fo the pulace syword in hand, am} slapgltered all they met, va- |

he ere ab 1dat cut to ploues to a man.




 ing for the advent of Rdma; all were rt‘]mcmn‘ that

Abiduction of

dcmon Rakhhma,s, """who spoil the. sac,rlﬁce‘s
" divine Ruma, and the equally divine Sit‘i, s SR
one hermitage to another as incarnations of Vl'v]illﬂ"_;‘l 5
and. I.ul.]\ShlIli roceiving adorations and praises from
lmly sages and pious women, All had beorx lcmm i

the hour of their deliverance was nigh. ham}.?l;”*j
hecomes the champion of the B mlunaus awamst i
Rikshasas. O{,caﬂ(maﬂy he encounters a dohwn
and then a combat is described with all the ex
uberant details, and love of the marve llous, whr_bh.“:'\
f-h'u'a.c,torme the Iindd bards. Those wlmm ho'f
kills obtain salvation, and the gods wnnder atil
benevolence. Meantime the demon king is zengn
at Lanké in palaces of gold and gems, seated in gar
dens of matehless beauty and fragrance, thrmﬁd :
with young and ])lommnrr lell\‘)!‘lb, and surround
by impregnable furtlﬁcunom of stone and irex g

The hleHqulf’llt action of the poem is of a yers
Asiatic character.  The sister of Rivana i1s qmltt(..
with love for Rama, and offers to become his w:ﬁa._ Lk

She is told that Réma is already married to bftd,l-g.-;_‘.":';f.f"jf}'

and immediately rushes upon q}’m, on which Remm RS
brother draws his sword and cuts off Ler nose and '
ears. She goes away breathing vengeance, mldf_'.-'-"f-.--'
after sonue unimportant meidents, %110 appears before |
Ravana at Lankd, She dwells upon the beanty of | ' ¢
Sitd, and the dcmnn king is easily induced ta ;
attempt the czphn of Rbuna,s: wife,  He puh:l On
the garb of a religions mendic fmt, and proce eeds to g
the hut of lmma, The hero is absent, huntmp; Ll
deer which had caught the fancy of lmum. The.
brother of Rama is also absent, for Sitd had
petulantly insisted on lus ooing out to help lx,é,ma'




Sty versa.tun,'mul ﬁnall}l seized e
o i_fher away to his chariot, and then drove
ough the air to his palace at Lankd. But Sitd G
@u];(l not Iisfen to his suit,  If he had vanqmshed'” i
'j-,-._-._;sho would hayo becn compolh,d to bocome_,:

tabl_i.shed no 1101113 over her bnch \\ a8 t]w anc wut
of war amongst the Kshatriyas.” L
{éma is in an agony of grief at the fodn of B wma‘fffgﬁ‘“{}g;{"‘“‘
vod Sitd. He bewails lxer in a fashion which 1s ¢y Rai: GG
ely comp'mb]v with his divine character. Ile
sparches for her in all direetions, and at 1enwth
ers the fate that has befallen her, A munkeg
.-named Sugriva, had beheld Révana and Sitd

' through the air. Moreover, Sita had
some of her ornaments from the chariot ; and
 had been preserved by Sugriva, and were at
'd.entiﬁed by Rdma. An alliance is concluded S
n Rdma and Sugriva. The monkey prince
been deprived of his kingdom and his wife. | EGTREE
- enables him to recover both, and 1in 1~etu1n'

va sends his monkey armies fto help Rdama.™ 2
éma now prepared to- march his army ag anst 1‘{1.353{},;‘; il
| a. A celebrated monkey chieftain, nmm,d kit

I‘ uman, had leaped over the strait which h(‘pﬂlﬂt(}"}.' i
from Lankd, and found Sitd in the royal

B and assured her that deliverance was nigh.

anuman committed great havoc in the gavden,
and was ultimately seized by the guards and

1 ght_._ before the demon king. As a pumshment

Sae rmisr, p- 23 et seq.
n army of bears also Jnmed the nmnluyq but their e\plmﬁ are ot

ng of sp{ mal not;u,L



,..,."_.A‘a mr lns taxl was dt}}p_‘-.

g Rﬂ“gua com-

. Pirth of Krish
I vsasacowherd,

~but the monkey ’eswpgd from hm torme tors,
- seb fire to the whole city with his burnm@'f_;’r _
then hastened off to carry the glad tidings to !
War was commenced at once. The monkeys
fabled to have built a vast bridge of stone f'rom“-’
continent to the island, and huge rocks are e
out to this day as tlm remains of Rdma’s b
At last, after a series of battles, Réma and Ry
engaged in a combat of life and death, and
demon king was slain by the hand of \nshnu
Rdvana saved his soul. = In his heart he had HI_WI Y
~adored Rdma. He had perished by the ]uuul‘:‘_

Réma.  The picture of Rdma was befom s éya
and the name of Rdma was on his lips, as he dre
his last breath ; and his soul was seen to issue fron

his body in the form of flame and en!ol the foot
Réama,'®

The legend of Krishna is d flerent from t]nt 0
Réama, but indicates a war mer devotion and. 11‘101__-
impassioned love. Réma is a family deity, the}"
ty pe of the husband and master of the houu‘hcﬂd
He is proud and serene after the ideal of the Hind
houscholder. But Krishna is the playful, handsom'
hero, the universal lover who is 1do]wud by ever
woman who sees him. Even wives and nmthe
are fascinated by his presence, and thrilled by Ius_if_'
smiles, | 3

Krishna was born nmonnst the cows in the*'-
plmmnt meadows of V undamna on the left bahk of e
the river Jumna. His father Nanda was a eawherd

—

¥ For full defails, sce Ilistory, vol. ii., Réméyana, |




.?’-‘:?": on. the othe mdo ot tho river Junma, i
mous clty of Mathur It stands about
'1110 ]unrr' of-

1 ""jﬁllc,y af'ter the manner of bunrhokottm,

ud C"sﬂai(,h'rya. Kansa had werried the two
__fof Jdrésumlha. buth Kansa and Jard-
szsw. Ind t].t“*-

1_:} mt" Vm‘nnu. N | | | : s
""Krlshna uas not the aotual son of thc COw- Kansa;rt:: i
All was May 4 or delusion. In reality he Wmm‘
son of Vasudeva' and Devak{ of the royal
""'-":‘f--Sura 18 The tyrant Kansa had ]u,edlessly

_.-d Vasudeva and Devak{ to mar ry. e had
drwen the bride and bridegroom 'in his

. in the marriage procession. ‘Buat a voice
"ard Afrom 11em0n saying,—* The son of ||
I.&kf will be the destroyer of Kansa.” | Then the e
Was ﬁl ed W 1th a mort ul fear IIG selzed the

'1 he trem blmrr

*fffoam me in an r,wony IIL, would make any
Il(, took an omll to

; lge-'-geuealon'y is not wr} c]ear Kunsa was himgeld a Suva,  The puint’
'mu}%h conseqnenca in clealmg witht the 1eg,a nd, ah




AP, i1,

| Birth of I{mh
' tlwbura,s

i lnmsdt a8 thnu.

‘born. &o Kansa stayed ME Wit 0

s -w-l-oq-n--—-—q

Snaasa pineh of

~deva crossed the Jumna, and reached the village of

away his bride.u v B il

Henceforth the wife (]1"98.(1(,(1 lﬁht txho ql' yul
come a mother; the husband dreaded lest: }us
should bear a child. = At last the trouble e
Kansa knew it was coming. " Tlusband ’md'_, W
were bound and manacled ; the house was lt)ek”,_:_‘ '_
and barred; and strong g.)umds were pmted
around, A’r night Imshna, was 1)0111 dnd mve_',_

guards thrown mto L deep blwp l he father ph.._
the child in a basket to carry it across th(, Jum
It was the rainy season, and the river was. bw_'l
to its utmost height, At the touch of Krishna's toot
the river became shallow. The rain fell hemu
Lut Sesha-ndga, the many-headed serpent, follov
Vasudeva, and canopied the father and the child
with his stupendous hoods.  In this manner V‘as_

the cowherds. = Yasodd, the wife of Nanday had
given birth to a danghter; and Vasudeva (‘hmwed i
for Krishna, and no one knew it. He took the
infant girl to his wife’s chamber; and at tht“
moment the house was barred, and Vnsudem and
Devak{ were again in manacles. Phie infant cr
and the ‘Tu;ﬂ.ldh were awakened. The news of the.._
birth was carried to Kansa. He rushed to tlle liouse
to kill the child, but the babe ascended to }maven,'
saying,—“ A son is born who will destroy the house
of Kansa.? Then Kansa was filled with wr ath, and
ordered that every male child should be &Iam

throughout the Lmd ¥

¥ Up to thu pmnt Lhue is a remarkable 1esr=mblance betw een suma mculentt *1 s

q-‘_. it




" B l tl f
DG{!IOHS aﬂb Sﬁ,ld K?fa}ﬂﬁ-i;"ms

.mebhmfr of a huma.n dmmutov
o haye attempted to take the lifo of the ehild,
and were in turns slaughtered by the infant hero ;-
'uli otherwise the story is sunph, and domestic.
The litgle Krishna, dressed in a blue frock, 1s the
-del:rrht of his mother Yasodhd. He stumbles about
-_.tlie courtyard, and seizes the tails of the cows and
h :f@t‘s. As he grows older he seems to be imbued
‘with the spirit of mischief. He upsets his mother’s |
- butter-churn ; and steals the butter from the milk- A e
maids. But still a divine element is exhibited at e
-?térva]s. On one oceasion his mother was about to
correct him, when he opened his mouth and showed
hor‘-‘-’fthe three worlds.  One day when the milk-
maids were bathmn‘ in the Jumna, he ran off with
their clothes; and this prank is converted into a
rehu-muS myth . the milk-maids were punished for
-‘havmg profzmul the holy Jumna. Dut as Krishna

in the legcnd of Krishna aud the gnspnl narrative.  But the resemblauce is not
that of coincidence but of caricature. Mathuré, was the Jernsalem of the
'Vawhnmras, and Vrindavana ‘was their Bethlehem.  Kansa was king Herod ;
Hhe howse of Sura whom he had deposed was the house of David, ' Jarasandbha uf
Magadhh represented the power of imperial Roms. But Krishna was not born of
£ ‘Fugm nor was his reputed father a carpenter, His father Nanda kept cows,
Land lns mother Yasodha made butter. The antagonisn Dbetween Vishnu and Siva
was, 'hmv. ever, strangely mmlunmm to that hetween Christianity and Judaiso. At
it -tha btrth of Krishna the religious life at Mathurs bore a materialistic vesemblace
) to that which prevailed at Jernsalem at the commencement of the Christian era,
. The wm‘sh]p of Vishmi, the religion of faith and love, was in abeyance ; but the
- world was in a state of anxious expretation of his coming.  The worship of Siva,
"'__the religion of good works and sacrifices, was in'the asce ndaut ; but the deity was
ik in peul
. But notwithstandmg this gener al rvesemblance, there was one vital disagree-
'_manl;.' ‘T he seed of the woman was to bruise the head of the serpent; but the
(rieat serpent appeared as the guardian of Krishna.
i “Another sou, known as Bala-rhma, is said to have been a brother of Krishna,
-an& to have been brought up like him in the house of a cowherd. Bala-rima was-
devoted to wine, Just as I&mhm was devoted to women, The conception, however,
has fnuud no expression in popuhu Hinduism,  This story is related in History,

: ._\yol i Mah& Bh&lata, and Legends of Krighna,
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miracle. © Krishna paid a visit to Mathur:& and

Junn]e zmd dcmoe,d and sang around hun. | ]T(‘ was
a universal lover, and he rrwned supreme in eve)
heart. But he had one favourite mistress in
beautiful Radhd.  When he sought the compﬁny‘ 0

Radhd, the rest wept bitterly ; when hexeturnedlt

them, thmr SOYTOW Was turned into joy,
At last the time arrived when Krishna Was to

destroy Kansa; when Vishnu was to ermph m "'_‘r

Siva, . The mtaatropho 15 suxrounded with mvth an

played his usual pranks. There was a great oxhi __
bition of fighting and wrestling before the Ra_]a,.-
The feats of I\T‘lb]]l‘ht exovited umver%al apj )]auaa, and.
at length awakened the suspicion and jealonsy of
I\.msa. A quarrel broke out ; a combat ensued be
tween Krishna and Kansa, in which Kanbd Wits
slain,  The son of Svra was restored to the thrane
of Mathurd, and Krishna became a hero of mlglt
and renown. '
But the widows of Kansa 1'ofu1*ncd to thc,u' fathe‘__ _
Jardsandha.  The wrath of the old sovere 1fﬁ1'.__'0f'_'f
Magadhd was aroused against Kyvishna. A war onssued

~which is scareely intelligible. In the end Krishn

vetired to D u'akéi in western Guzerat.® He carned?-.

18 1f Buddha may b. read instend of Sive, the ~1m} of tlu, war betwém‘---l-'_--{l
Krishna and Jarsantha may have a religious meaning. 'When Alexander ma. ' =
vaded India, Vishnu was worghipped at Marhurd on tlw banks of the Jumna. it
Arvrian (Tndia, chap. viil) expressly statos that Herakles (V Mmu) was W msh!ppud_ i
by the Suraseni (the descendants of Sura),  The Suraseni had two great citivg, kihek
Methorns (Mathura) and Cleisoboras (Stieapura) near the viver Jobares (Jammaj '\
Bee Colonel Tod's * Comparison of the Hindd and Theban Hevikles,” Asiatic g

Journal, vol. v., 1831, The worship of Vishnu may have bega sn‘nsdqucnﬂy
superseded by Buddlmm, as indicated by Fah-ITian (see onte, page 262) 3 this
fact finds expression in the legend of Kansa and J arasnndha A s atﬂl Inter :




ylebfated for the numbor of' ]ns wwos, but the fur-:'
et details rospecting Krishna are interwoven into
"he;tradltlons of the Mahd Blmmta i

The worship of Siva is the religion of ﬂ"ood Saivinm, o sl

i . yation b )
Wm'ks « The woxship of Vishnu, whet hm' ag Rama e E}“;fl‘: !

m*' as Krlbhna, is the religion of faith and devotion. b ik
two currents of ruhwlouq thought may oceasion-
intermingle in elfhor religion ; but. still; the
'-'.:",ﬁa'rl hne ot d{,mar ation may be retained be-
" 'Iluu rehnmn of Slm tdught tlmt

ma "_m_alibm of Lhe Tantms The rc]mmn of thrm, |
aught that the soul is saved by faith i devotion.
_I_the incarnation of Rdma, faith and love were
symbolized by the confidence and affection which pre»-
vail between the husband and the wife. In the incar-
tion of Krishna, faith and love are symbolized by
lle'fwc)l*slllp and passion which are associated with
6 brxdeﬂruom and the bride. ’1 he religion of Krish-

:md tha Worihtp ‘of Krishna as Vishau revived in Mathurd and the Jumna
-'.valioy, thm fiuct is partly indicated by Hiouen-Thsang (see ante, page 268), G
“ Twer sineo the visit of Hiouen-Thsang Mathurd lras been fhe centre. of the \ s T
% -,,"-:"worahip of Krishna, SURNE
SO The who:a of the incidents conneeting Kreishna with tli¢ Pandavas may b
sraissed as myshical interpolitions of a comparatively modern date. The in-
Ceidents are mero redandaneies, in 1o way necessary o the plot; and his appear-
‘anes is generally sumwounded with some supernataral element which sufficiently
i '._-b*atm}s its mythical character. They will, however, be found exhibited in the first
: fwlume of the present history, in which they are eriticized at length, '
il 2 The réligion of both 8iva and Vishnu have been largely modified by Buad-
"-_.;-3'_‘;ﬂﬂiqm; 40 much so that Siva sometimes represents Budihs y whilst Krishua
A 351]1 more ofr,en appears in the same character, The w Glhh!l\ of Krishna as Jdba- =
nﬁth is evidently a velic of Buddhism. The idol is earried like the procession of
 theé imagoes of Buddha.  Moreover, within the sacred precingts of Jaganéath all

© easte is laid aside:
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Wluch can scar coly bL (om‘ewed b} Lumpear}s‘ Fhfs
more advanced and qpul tual worglnppom »reffm*d
liis pranks and amours as May4, or delusion; the
amusements of the hero heforo he was wmumuﬁ df
being the deity inearnate ; and tlwy adore the idc I"
as the supremo spirit, who dwells in every hea; B
and is himself the universe. ' But the mothor 'War«

. ships the handsome boy as well as the supremes qpm i
the, l)oy who stole th(, butier *111(1 I\IS“-G(]_ tlm 1

111b mouih an(l dlwp]ayed the tluce '\«V()lldb. _
neglected wife or the desolate widoy, Krmlm
assumes a warmer character. e is young, be*‘eut
fu'l, and (livim tho p&sslonate dud lmlwr%al lover.

ot nnpmiur appmrnd wlm (*Lunu il to be 1ncm‘n'tt_' "ns
of Krishna; and deluded their votaries into sacreis
ficing their chastity under the plea of being ])t,lt}ve_l,
by Krishna, of devoting all to Krishna. buf’h was
the so-called religion of the Mahdrajas of Boml)a}'
Tndia, however, lms not heen withouat her refurmﬂr
Perhaps the mo-t celebrated is Choitunya, who
flourished in Bengal during the early parti of the
sixteenth century. He 1'ev01tcd against the g‘ross
materialistn of the age, and especially against the
I orgies of the Tantras. He imparted a spiritual
s meaning to the life and acts of Krishna, made war .
B upon caste, denounced wit:low-burninﬂ*, and ze&onlm

1 History of the Sect of Nah(nfqﬂs ot Valldbhﬁch’n}as in Waatem Iudm. ‘_:_
Trubner, 1865. Report of the Mahavaj Libel Case.  Bombay, 1862, A
detestalile but indeseribable materialism, belonging to a primitive worship, scems
alsa to have been associnted with a lower form of the Krishna veligion, bub 1t hﬂ!
long since been bau 1ahed to the most remoto. 'tud secluded lomlmes e




endbd fhe re-marriage Wy mdan IIe rnade "\Tual- cHAp, vm: i

lea his centre, but tra V(*“Ld to Grour, Benares, Vrin-
_.;,'_dﬁvuna, and Pm ' He did not succeed in carrying
L out all his views, uap{,cmlly as regards the re~mar-
. riage of widows, but to this dav one-fifth of the
- population of Bengal, including all the opulent na,tlv
famlhos of Cdlcutta, are foll(m ers of Choitunya
| The association of Siva and Vishnu with human- Wordhip of

ralima, Vish-

i . ! ) %
g I-.1ty have imparted a vitality to the conceptions of it g“;.‘img;;;f‘?_

: 'f'--':i-tho*%e deities which is wanting in that of Bralma.
. In former times there was an antagonism between
__'f_?""f'the Saivas and chalmams, which rantred them into
; _ﬁ‘:-':-}hostllt, mmps but in the present dcw this anta-
:-J'.gomsm is dying out and the votﬂnes of bota deities
| are engaged in the 'Wt)l‘illlp of the supreme being,
who is oquu]ly identitied with Blahmﬂ,, Vishnu, and i
._"'JSJ.va.. The worship of these three forms of the |
. supreme spirit has thus become the life and soul of
'_::1110(]-'(5111 Hinduism. Sometimes they are separately
| adored as the creator, the preserver, and the de-
’ '_"zs‘frr:)} er of the universe, lllld(‘l the name of the Tri- f
mltl, or ‘‘three forms;” but they arve frequently |
. worshipped as the three in one; and the name of |
one includes the name of all. The pious Hindd
 bows his head alike to Vishnu and Siva, to Rdma 1
“and Krishna, to Lakshm{ and Durgd, or to any of |
the countless t}p(‘s of deity; but he mutters the
| -_';-'m_ystlc word Om, which includes all the deities, and
. ,f'belleves hunsal-f to be worshipping the one 'md the
supx eme.”

e AT

J Travels of a Hindoo, by Bholanauth Ohunder, vol. i,

|19 Phe term Om is the symbol of the Trimarti, Tn the original Sanskrit it
is bpeh‘, with three letters, which may correspond to the letters A, V, M; the A
;rt’paa:ientintr Brahma: the 'V representing Vishnu; and the M représenting Siva.
In the more ancient Brahnmmeal ritual, the term included all the gods of earth,
sky, and heaven,  See History, vol. ii,, part v., Bralhmanie Period.
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pantheon They nlay belunﬂ' to oxtln(' |
l(mes, but t]wy are often mcrardefl d,s ff_

espundmg goc‘dobaeqwﬁarmuaf Lﬂk‘\lil
Durgda.® Thus there are the seven Rlahm -'
. from Brahma; the ten Avatdras of Vishnt

eleven Rudras or forms of Siva; the eight gu
y 'dmtms of the umvcrsa Others are 1mebt,

olgects of populm‘ worblup
Gandsha, the elephant-headed dm’f} uf fmo{__"-;' ;
Kuvera, the god of wealth; Kartikeya, the goc
war; Kdma, fh( god of amorous desire; Y.ufn'a +
god ot the infernal regions and judg (’_}..(}f the dead
There are also other objects of worship, buf'ha
Sun, the M oon, the Planets, the Serpezn'_t;‘t"-fl'-i_é; B
the Cow, the Iarth, and the Rivers.  The na
and attributes of these deified existonees awakel
associations in the mind of Kuropeans, and th"
no light upon the religious ideas of the Hi
'Indood they are often dmnw%d as the oﬁaprx \
a blind and obstinate idolatry, w}nch corrupt:“ tl
heart and intellect of the Hind( ; When they @iumh
rather to be regarded as ¢rude davolopments of
affections, which will be abandoned with fhc advanc'e
of education and civilization. * i

- The usages of the people, however, ﬂdl unrle
Very d1ﬂ9r(}nt category., _UILV are Wdl Worthy

e % Tn the more abstract developments of the Hinda uhhmn, tho chncpr{mns ¥
R s e b of goﬂs and goddesses are reduced to mere ewblems of tim mule mvl femule 25
N AT e encrgies, as the ﬁrat causes of the uniyerse. LTt - :




udy as 1llustmtmns of' the earlxer forms of rehrrwus OHAP vrm il

'-'i'dGVEBlOpmmt among the human race. They me‘““‘*“’“;g s
db,v old -

vellers.

Tluropean travellers, who fuithfully recorded all
'- '1:'1.110y saw, and whose truthfulness will be attested
by all who are familiar with the sacred books, or
"lgtll the habits and manners of existing populations. A
 The first traveller on recor d, who visited India fﬁm‘gq{amﬁ s
-.j-_:','}.a»fter Hiouen-Thsang, was Marco Polu the Venetian, % s
S '-"'IMarco Polo ﬂl}lll'lbheil in the latter half of the
'f_".'-.’.-'_h_lrﬁecnth contury, when Edward the First sat upon
the throne of England, and the last crusade was
Sdrawnw to a close. He knew nothing of Hindustan
_"or Benga,l bat he was acquainted WILh the coasts of
'_ .f.f_,:=_’-_--3't}1£, Dekhan and Penmmla, from Guzerat to Como-
2l and from Comorinto ‘the kingdom of Telinga or
'_-Teluﬂ‘u His travels appear to hawe heen written at
Comorin, the most southerly point of India.  He is
7 the first traveller who mentions Comorin. Indeed,
i "'.I}Q-_f-w,i.thstaudlng its remarkable position, Comorin
ha.anever attracted the attention of any Hindd
?i-:_.g‘ékj'rl"ztpl'xer, ancient or modern. He describes it as
@ very wild country, abounding in bears, lions, and
- leopards, and especially in monkeys. 'The monkeys
" seem to have attracted his particular attention. He
_ says that they were of such peculiar fashion, that
they might have been taken for men; a remark
 which sugaests the origin of the monkey warriors in
‘the Rémdyana.®® The region derives its name from
8 temple which was erected there in honour of Kau-
midrd, ¢ the Virgin;” the infant babe who had been

3 : "'.;j'*f' Marco Polo, Book iil,, chap, 23. The editien of the works of this traveller
By Lolonc] Yule is a valuable boon to the student of Asiatic history. The notes are

the rcsuliﬁ of large experience and extensive reading,
23

best gather(,d from the narratives ot the older & Buropesr (ro-
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| Coromande Rastward ' of | Qomorin | was the Commandel

| ponntry - cha- =
metarotthe | eountry ; the ancient Chola-mandalum. Tt is the land =

msmm OB NI

| CHAP, VITL 6XC 1anrred f01 Krlslma, amd a.sconded to he:,wen at.

s e ' ey

the approach of Kansa.®®

people. =
| of the Tamil-speaking people, and extends 110rthward RS

along the Bay of Bengal as far as Telinga or tlze
Telugu country. Mzu ¢o Polo describes the peop]e
alnmbt as they might be described now. They were -
black, naked idolaters, who wore nothing but a cloth .
-around their loins, They worshipped the cow and
bull, and no one save the Pariahs would eat beef. -
gl hey would not kill any animal, so that those who - =
wanted flesh meat, such as kid or mutton, employed
Saracens or other foreigners as butchers.™ They
plastered their houses with cow-dung. Thay S
sat upon the ground, kings and nobles, as well as -
common pwple. ’Ihe Woalthler classos slept in beds =
of light cane-work, which were drawn up to the —
ceiling for the sake of coolness, and to escape the -
bites of tarantulas, or mosquitoes. When a child -
was born they wrote down his nativity ; thatisto =
say, they noted down the hour, day, month, a__nc_l' &
age of the moon. The children were black enough,
but the parents rubbed them every week with oii of =
sesamé, which made them as black as devils, They -
painted their gods black and their devils white® -

% See ante, page 378. Faria y Sousa, vol, ii, page 394. Colonel Yule
identifies Kumari with Durgf. This is an érvor.  'The teruple of Kumari was
erected by Krishna Raja of Narsinga, a zealous patron of the Vaishnavas, = =

1 The frontier between the Tamil and Telugu langnages is at Pulicat, fwenty-
three miles to the northward of Madras. The Duteh built a square fort here in -
1609, for the protection of their trade in painted cottons and muslins, for which
Telinga was celebrated in former times. Pulicat lake is a favonrite pledsure
hamnt for residents at Madras. ik

% By Saracens Marco Polo seems to refer to Mussulmans generally, _

*? This is correct.  Vishnu in his incarnation as Krishua is always painted -



