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These queqtlons will bo further 111ustrated here- OHAPIRR (L.

:.?,"'-.,:,-'_'.Sacondly, there 1 the benevolent longing to become
© & Buddba in order to teach mankind how to attain
otuNTrvana, | _
' There must always have been a strange conflict Antagovism be-

i difficult to conceive how they could ever have

intermingled in the same channel. 'T'he selfish

- 'longing to attain Nirvédna induced men to sever

| every tie of affection in order that they might lead
‘a life of contemplation without duties, and con-
‘sequently without cares. The measures taken by

Giétama to attain Nirvédna were those, not of an
apostle of henevolence, but of a cold-hearted volup-

' tuary. He may have been surfeited with pleasure.

 He may have acquired a distaste for existence. He

may have been oppressed by a religious melancholy
bordering on mania. But whatever may have been
the .cause, he evidently violated every duty of the

affections in order to carry out the wild vagary
‘which had taken possession of his soul. In other

s 4

61 Reo tnfra, chap. v,

'_-after, when the Greck accounts of “ancient India S o

_have been brought under review, and it becomes Y

mecessary to deal with the history of Buddhist

. India.* Meantime' it may be as well to inquire

_ into the real significance of the terms Nirvdna and

. Buddha, and to ascertain how far they were likely

' to be associated in the life and teaching of Grétama.
It is certain that the two conceptions “indicate two
el 1mporta.nt stages in his religious career. First,
1/ there is the sclhsh longing to lead a life of religious
;mendmancy for the sake of entering Nirvdna.

tween tho two

" hetween these two forms of religious thought, and it “nertios
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| ﬂmwm 1L, W’Oi‘db, ho sacrificed the ]mpplness of lus parents, hls
i wife, and his infant son in order to lead a life of _.i
seoming independence as a wandering mendmant-;'_._'-j_.:-
in the walb of religion.  His subsequent training
under Brahmmmal auspices calls for mo special
remark. Like many enthusiasts, he had fondly
imagined that religious instruction, observances, and,zr‘-- Wi
contemp]a.hon would supply every spiritual need;
and in due course he discovered that Bmhmanmm_:q. il
with its metaphysical speculations was as _unsubg
| stantial as chaff or wind. Ao
 Gonfliet of xel: The benevolent longing to become a Buddha
.| mevoemee.  was an inspiration of a very different character. '
i According to the monastic story, out of the stronw.'_ o
love which Gétama bore to all zmmmted beings, he
desired to become Buddha, in order that he might
deliver the human race from the miseries of sum,'-'
essive transmigrations. DBut such a sentiment of
universal benevolence is not only strained and aré-
ficial, but directly opposed to the monastic discipline
which was supposed to purify the soul by cleansing
it of all affections and desires. Again, the lonomg'_ |
/ to enter Nirvdna was simply a selfish-dream ; and
the longing to become a Buddha must surely have
been something more than a sentimental desire to
communicate this selfish dream to the world at

large. ok
esothms, & The transformation of Gdétama 111to Buddha_
teacherofloving
simaness.  was preceded by a significant incident. ‘A young

woman had mistaken him for a god, and .pre-
sented him with an offering of thunksgwmg in re-
turn for having become a happy wife and mother.”

8 Bigandet, page 71 et seq. ; Hardy's Manual, page 166,
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such an 1ncident to preach a cold and selfish creed,
i ke that of Nirvdna, to the world at large, is bP_\,'ond
. all eredibility. The plain trath appears to be that

- Gotama became Buddha in order to teach Dharma,

~or the religion of duty and loving-kindness, which
' syould pronmiote the happiness of the whole human
race both in this life and the next. This, indeed,
would have been true and universal benevolence;

. and the story of the grateful wife and mother would

form the natural prelude to such religious teaching.
The monastic biographer seems to have accepted

the incident, but converted the benevolence which

sought to make humanity happier into a benevo-

;"'_‘jlenﬁe which sought to annihilate humauity alto-
2t gather,

_, ; _.__as'_.-"rhe primih’m religion of Gétema Buddha appears to bave taught that
every relation in life has its corresponding duty ; end that every fulfilment of
duty is a merit, and every deviation from dufy a demerit; and that according to

: .fha balance of such merits and demerits, so the individnal soul would be rewarded

‘or punished in a futore life. To teach such a religion might properly be re-
‘gavded as true benevolence.  When, however, monasticism sought to eseape from
all trangmigrations, and consequently from all future states of 1ewau1 or punish«
ment, the benevolence was converted into the desire to convert mankind into
monks.  See mﬁ @, chap, v.

| Under this view the antagonism between Nirvhna and Buddha becomes more
y palpable Nirvéna involves the law of deliverance from existence; Buddha
involves the duties of existence, Nirvana involves the idea that men should
_ separate themselves from pavents, wives, children, and dependents, and devote

their whole lives to celibacy, mendicaucy, and abstract contemplation. Buddha .
involves the iden that every rclution in life has its corresponding duty; that-

~ servants bave duties to fulfil towards masters, and masters towards servants; that
 purents have duties to fulfil towards children, and children towards parents; that
kinsfolk and neighbours have duties fo fulfil towards each other; that the laity
have duties to fulfil towards religious teachers such as priests and wonks; and

ntrnmm. ik

Tlus episode be]ongq entlre]y to the world of crmrm nt.
.-_I"I'humamty Tt touched the heart of Gétama. It 1
awakened the dormant affections which really
- formed a part of his nature, but had been stifled by

 sensual indulgences and mestaphysical speculation.

" That a religious mendicant could be moved by
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Theie is thus a brna,d ]me of dema _ca ion
betwoen the abstracted monk who s&ekq to obt
Nirvédna by diseipline, _and the pious but worldl
layman who seeks to obtain happmess by rehmon. '
This line is perpetually slurred over in ancient an g
modern Buddhism, and yet it finds general eﬁpres—ifl
sion throughout the Buddhist world. The monks .
scarcely appear to interfere with the religion of the
masses. They teach the boys in the mrmastgry
~ schools, but that is in accordance with their dis-
' _clplme Occasionally they appear to preach, but it
is only to recito certain precepts and obqervances,“--f-
or certain passages from the life of Buddha, ina
kind of chorus,  So too the laity have little to. do',;ll
with the monks, unless they themselves enter the
monastery. They are over ready with thou' a]rns_.
of food and clothing, and ever ready to pay visits of
respect and reverence, but this is only a part of theie:
“religion.  Still on all occasions there is a genuine
and lcmdly veneration displayed towards the menk,
which is rarely exhibited by the people of Incha;'.«ﬁ
towards the arrogant and exclusive Brdhiman, 0

that humanity itself has certain duties to fulfil towards the whole renge ui'am-r
mated beings, i TR




CHAPTER, IV.

[ |

GREEK AND ROMAN INDIA,

T}II‘ yoar B.C. 327 marks an important era in CHAPI

..--thle history of India. More than two centuries are
‘supposed to have elapsed since the death of Gétama

:'.__-'f.;i;-'.Bud(]lm. The great empire of Magadha was ap-
;parenﬂy falling into anarchy, but Brahmanism and

. Buddhism were still expounding their respective

. dogmas on the banks of the Ganges. At this junc-

'n"?'-:;'..-,-_'ture Alexander of Macedon was 10 ading an army of [nvasion of the

. Grecks down the Cabul river towards the river Indus, Meden ne.

';.-_'_f-'»".;-wluch at that time formed the western frontier
“ of the Pun_]ab The eircumstances under which the

~ Greeks appeared in that remote quarter are amongst

*the most extraordinary in the history of the world.
. Alexander was only twenty-eight years of age, yet
 he had already scattered the armies of the great
~ king in three victories which convulsed Asia; and
 had then ascended the throne of Darius as sovereign

lord of Persia and her satraps. He was a hero, a
- demi-god, who had introduced a new power into

~ Asia, which was a terror and a mystery. The Mace-
 donian phalanx was an embodiment of union and
. gtrength ; a development of that political cohesion

' amongst Europeans, which Asiatics can never under-

827,
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CHAPTER, IV, stand, and awamst wlmh they are powerless to uon-.-'-,'

tend. ' | .
Ostensibly, as mptmu _general of Hdlas, f\lex-
ander had aven o*ed the wrongs inflicted upon Gireece

by Darius and Xerxes. Personally, as Alexander
of Macedon, he had sought to realize that dream of Il
universal dominion which had long taken possession
of his soul. He was not a mere Tartar leader, cager

only to plunder and destroy. Neither was he the

leader of a new crusade for carrying Greek ¢ulture
into Asia. e was a soldier statesman of the tfue
Aryan or political type, who identified himself with
the empire he had conquered. When he had seated =

himself upon the throne of Darius, he saw, ‘what
every Asiatic statesman has seen, from Cyrus to

Nadir Shah, that Persia can never be strong unless By

she can maintain a paramount power over all the
barbarous Seythie tribes to the north and castward.

Accordingly he invaded the north, crossed the west- b

ern Ihumlay%, and conquered Balkh; and then
crossed the river Oxus and conquered Khiva and
Bokhara as far as the Jaxartes. Then, having subs
dued every enemy in his rear, he approached the
Punjab, with the view of realizing his ambitious

dream in all its fulness. He believed India to be

the extremity of the earth towards’ "the eastem'-.ﬂ _'
ocean ; and he resolved to make it the eastern pro--“: :
vince of his Asiatic empire. ' :

But the power of the Macedonian phalanx was
already on the wane. The Hellenic tie to wlu(,h it

1 The best authorities for the details of the expedition of Alexander are 'Arm_'n-
and Strabo. Where other authors have been consulted, they will be specially
cited, The object has been to indicate the general course of Alexander's invasion,
and to omit all uunecessary details which throw uo real light upon thﬁ lustury-_
of ancient India, ] | e
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f--owed all its strenrrth was bewmmna- to be weakened cmmmn. il

b A b

by orientalism. In identifying lnmqelf with a Per- g{immh itk ot
. exaunder and
sian sovereign, Alexander commltted the fatal error of hisanny. =
~ endeavouring to recommend himself to his Persian
_ subjects by descending to a Persian level. THe ex-
- changed the Greek helmet for the Persian tiara, and
; ”'became a Persian in his thoughts and ways. He
~ had no passion for women like his father Philip;
. but he fell in love with Roxana, the beautiful damsel
. of Bactria, whom he actually made his wife.* Under
'_:-"these eircamstances he began to imbibe the oriental
~ vices of effeminacy, vindictiveness, and greediness
"__'of prmse. He listened to the voice of flattery until
~ he believed himself to be something more than
 mortal, India had been conquered by Herakles
~and Dionysos;® and his parasites assured him that
. his exploits were already surpassing those of the
gods. His passion for tfame and glory amounted
S0 craving which nothing could satisfy short of
- worship wd adoration. ]Iow far that passion was
gratified during his lifetime, it is impossible to say ;
but to this day his oriental name of Sekunder 1s as
~ widely renowned throughout Mussulman Asia, as
~ that of Alexander of Macedon in the western world.
_' - The main plan of Alexander’s invasion may be Plasof thePuns
 sketched in'a few words. 'The Cabul river flows
due east past the cities of Cabul, Jellalabad, and
'Peshawur and finally empties itself into the Indus

amﬂ 'mn nomm,m_ L

2 Stories are told of the amours of Alexander, but they are mere rumours. The
‘real trath is sufficiently indicated in Athenwus, Book x. ¢. 45, Alexander was
more devoted to wine than to women.

3 Tha legend of the conquest of India by Herakles and Dionysos has a re-
ligious origin, 1t seems to have been derived from two different cults, namely : —

- from the worship of the Sun as Vishnu or Hari; and from that of Siva or Maha-
deva as an orgiastic deity. The idea of a mllxt.zr} conquest by these deitios is
purely mythical. See ante, page 68, and infra, chapter vii.



ms TORY OF INDIA.

b -,...-emvmnw near the fort QF Attouk. T:aqhvm*d of’ the Tndus is
e the fertile territory of the l’unJal), which is watered
by seven tributaries, namely, the upper Indus, the
Jhelum, the Chenab, the Ravee, the Beas, the Sut-
lej, and the Saraswati; all of which, excepting the
Saraswatf, flow into the main stream of the Indus,
which thence runs south through the country of '
Scinde into the Indian Ocean.* The design of Alex. =
ander was to conquer all the region westward of the
| Imlus, mgludmo* the territory of Cabul ; and then. ik
to cross the Indus in the neighbourhood of Attock,
and march through the Punjab in a bouth--easteily-
direction, crossing all the tributary rivers on his. -0
way ; and finally to pass down the valley of the
Ganges and Jumna, vid Delhi and Agra, and coms "
quer thegreat Gtangetic empire of Magadha or Patali-
putra betwcen tha’ ancient citien of Pra}ﬁcra and..;'f--' '
i Grour. | b R
Necesaary oon This plm involved the conquest of several petty"""'_ s
kingdoms in succession. Before ¢rossing the Indug . =
there was amongst others a queen of thf}. As:;aca-n_l_.,
who reigned in a city named Massaga, which was @ =
apparently situated in Cabul territory.  Again, after =
crossing the Indus, there were at least three king-
doms in the Punjab to be subdued one after the
other, namely ; —that of Taxiles between the Indus
and the Jhelum; that of Porus the elder between «
the Jhelum and the Chenab; and that of Porus the
younger between the Chenab and the Ravee. Porus
the elder was said to have he’en ‘the most poWerful

e —— g

B =

4 Five only of these rivers were personally known to Alexander, namelv, the'
Indus, the Jhelum or Hydaspes, the Chenab or Acesines, the Ravee or Hydzao--"_ .
tis, and the Beas ov Hyphasis. Alexander does wmot appear to have advanced
eastward to the Sutlej. (Compare Burnes’s Bokhara, vol. 1. chap. '1.) In former =
- times the Saraswati flowed into the Indus, but it now loses itself in the sand.



alliance. Tt would thus seem, from the eminence
. assigned to Porus the elder, tha{ his authority was
g T lmuted to the extent of his kingdom ; and that
- he was at least the nominal suzerain or Iord para-
;"mo_unt of the Punjab, if not of Cabul ; whilst the ikl

 gither at war with Porus the elder, or else fmendly

more than refractory vassal kings.®
. Here it should be remarked t]ldt Asiatic empires
~are generally speaking mere congeries of provinces,
:_"“___'_.-,-':Bdtraples, ov vassal kingdoms, severally ruled by
~local governors or kl.ugs, who are each expected
. topay a yearly tribute to the suzerain, and to cou-
Gl tribute a military contingent in the event of an im-
. perial war. Such a political system is naturally
‘exposed to dismemberment from internal revolt, to
. sudden revolutions from court factions, and to
- foreign inva smn in moments of weakness or false
' meenrity, It can only be maintained by the sword,
e _...supported as far as may be by an aristocratic priest-
) -fhoed and hedged round with the pomp, prestige,

| i |

B f 8 'I'his supremacy of Porus is farther confirmed by Hinda tradition. The
0 existence of an aucient Kshatriya empire in the Punjab, under what is known
.o as the Lonar dynasty of Rajas, or children of the Moon, is frequently referred to
L in Sanskrit literature. 1t was known as the empire of Puru, Bharata, and the
- Phndavas; and the Sanskiit name of Puru seems still to be preserved in the

. Gregk Porug,  Ferishta, the Mussulman historian, states that Porus or Prhoor
-__'qouquered the whola of Hindustan, including Bmvr al, as far as the ocean, and
that he refused to pay tribute to the king of I‘u sid. . Ferishta adds :— The
" Beahmanical and other historians are agreed that P'hoor marched his army to
: % ¢he frontier of India in order to oppose the invasion of Alexander. Introductory

: _ehapt;er on the Hindus, vol, i. Briges' translation,

*t}alled hostile sovereigns were 01101115111)7 nothmrr |

..;ﬂovel'elgn of' them a]l but he was. placad between cnu»mn .
. two fires, for both Taxlleq on one side, and his '

_ nephew Porus the youngeron his eastern frontier,
' were hisenemies. There were also other kings both

. on the north and on the south, who were apparently

.,.._n......... i

Political systom
of aneient India,
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riences had already rendered him suspicious of

gver, of revolution a,nd practical dismembe rment,'f?"i'.u.f".'__-' i
such is the conservative character of Asiatic ideas, .
and the force of routine and traditional authomty}5,'._'.:-;Ii"-__'"‘_,"'
that the nominal supremacy of a suzerain will often .
be retained long after the political ties have beert
virtually d0c,t1c>ycd Such apparently was the state_;’f {ii
of Cabul and the Punjab at the time of the invasion
of Alexander; although, as will be seen hereafter,
he deemed 1t politie to treat tho 1Liractory vassal*-f'
klggs as independent sovereigns.’ S

The military operations of Alexander were not-
those of an ordinary invader. His oriental expe*_

intrigues, but had not entirely destroyed the native
generosity of his character. In like manner }113 '
oriental indulgences had perverted his moral qeube, e
but had not vitiated his military and politieal euls -
ture. He came flushed with the glory of his Asiatio |
conquests, profoundly believing in his own high dode S
tiny, proud of himself and his irresistible pha]anx,.'_'j';i_'--"-..'-':"-
but, like a true soldier, neglecting no measure of pre.
caution that would guard against any probable or
possible disaster. He feared no enemy in front, but i
his knowledge of Asiaties taught him that dantrer_ VAL
might always be apprehended in his rear; that he'."-
must make every footing sure before ndvancmn‘
anothor step; in other words, that he must obtain
by poliey or force the full submission of every enemy N

6 The state of India under the Mogul empire during the ewhiwut.h eentury o
was much in the same condition ; and Clive and Hastings f'ollnwed the policy of
Alexander in treating Subahdars and Nawabs of provinces as independent soyaa
reignd.  But such is the power of a mere name, that gene: sations after the Mogal.
emporot had been stripped of every shred of authority, s shadow of a thruuo gt
hecame the rallying point of the mutineers in 1857, Ml



_',"-ei' was prepared to be hb{,m.l to fhosu who subnutted

o without a battle; and to be equally liberal to those
~who only surrendered after an obstinate resistance.
'-: But he was resolved to punish with remorseless
-_ ‘BGW,I‘lty all who attempted to revolt after once sub-
* mitting, or who sought to decoive him by caj()lery
o] hes. -

messengers in advance to the neighbouring princes
to announce his arrival, and call upon thun to
attend his camp and tender their submission. Pro-
jably he thus acted in the eapacity of sovereign lord
.;':Perma, to whom the whole region had been tribu-
i y in a previous generation ; ? but the measure in-
i ;,-'.*esterd him with the character of a protector to all
__".'7':'_.*.Wha were hostile to Porus. The result was that
-+ many of the princes of the country hastened to his
- eamp. Amongst these was Taxiles, who brought
':ripresents for Alexander of extreme richness and
Tarity. The submission of Taxiles was very gratify-
ing to Alexander. The kingdom of Taxiles inter-
.+ vened between the river Indus and the kingdom of

",f;"”':-*'Pgijjug:, which commenced at the Jhelum; and thus
. formed an admirable basis for military operations
_'ﬂcramst Porus.  Accordingly Alexander sent a
i'detachment northward to occupy the city and king.
‘dom of Peukelaotis, with the view of making pre-
_ parations for ferrying the army across the Indus.®

1 Herodotus, iil. 94, 95, 102.

. 8 Taxiles accompanied the expedition, and evidently had an' eye to his own

A --intere&t He was at énmity with Astes, the king of Peukelaotis ; for he had pre-
Nmuﬂly harboured a puhtlcal relugee from Astes, named Sanrm,ub and it is diffi-

oult to avoid the suspicion that he now intrigued to procure the tramfor of tha

__-_r . 3 Polloy | Pabu
"Tho ﬁ1 st measure of Alexander was a wise stroke stil)mysa?on bty

' policy. On reaching the Cabul river he sent ™
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i asqault they ﬂnd to the umuntmms.

prowess that they burnt down their towns,

she reigned in a miy named Massaga. She l:ad
eng m‘rod seven thousand brave mercenaries h'om ther

VVlu]st p1 ppnrahom wera in 1_; Qe

eastward of the Indus,  These people were dwell
in the territory, which is now called Cuabul,
occupied by the Afghans. They ave ‘deseribed as
bemrr more war- llkb than & fmy of the other Indlfm

Sometunes-.-
were so alarmed ab the reports of Alexan

escaped to the mountains, before he ‘came apy
last after some desperate fighting g they lost donrage
and dispersed to their more dmtdnt strongholds
"Plie most formidable enemy was a queer 0{ a tribe

called the Assacani, Her name was Cleopltﬁes; and

interior of India, who marched outsinto théplam
and offered the Macedonians battle. Alcxanc‘ldﬁ-ﬂbe’ 1
them some distance from the city by pr (,tendmg to
retreat, and then turned round and attacked them
with his phalanx., The Macedonians gained a eot Bl
plete victory, but could not prevent’the fugitives
from escaping to the city. Massaga was then be-
sieged, and made an obqtumte resistance. At last

the mercenaries were disheartened by the death of
their commander and their own losses in killed and
wounded, and sent a herald to Alexander, and.

kingdom from Astes to Sangwus, The incident, however, 18, very suuply uar-'_:_"_
rated by Arrian,  Astes atiuuptvd a rovolt, and bis city wasg captuud aftor a
thirty days siege, and he himself was shiin.  The I;mwc'lom was then g:\*ml to Sau
gwas by Alexander.  Arrian, Exped. iv. 23, !

¥ Arrian, Exped. iv. 25, 26,

¥




] 'ai‘f@red ta enter ]us scrwoe. The oﬁ'er was accepted cmwm w

_;;;*."'_;The mercanames left the city, and drew up on a
o Jittle hill near the Macedonian camp. Alexander,

:j-.]_._-:.e)__w_ever,- discovered that they intended to desert
that very night, rather than fight their own country-
. mien; and he-accordingly surrounded the hill and

cub them all off. He then capturcd the city, and
. finally received the submission of queen Cleophes,

. and re-instated her in the possession of her kingdom.

10

ra The campawn westward of the Indus was bmurrht

. to a.close by the capture of a famous natural fortress
. known as Aornos, which was deemed impregnable,

_and had been a place of refuge for a large number
 of defeuted warriors. Alemnder took it nf'ter a pro-

ffl(}nge{l struggle. It has been l.d.entlhc_,d with the
i Mahabun mountain M o

. When Alexander lnad fully estabhshed his Alesander

crosses the

'-:&:mthol ity in Cabul he crossed the Indus into the Jhels sty
- Punjab.  Here lie halted some time at the city o

f enemy.

Criihaviln and then marched to the river Jhielum, and
' found that Porus the elder was encamped on the

. opposite bank with a large force of cavalry and
S infantry, together with chariots and elephants. The
-__Idecn-.lve battle which followed on the Jhelum 1s one

. of the most remarkable actions in ancient story.

4 Alexander had to cross the river, not only in the
face of his enemy, but whilst exposed to the wind

 _ - and rain of the south-west monsoon. The passage

10 Quintus Curtius relates (viii. 10) that this qneen obtained the restoration of
her kingdom by the sacrifice of her honour. = Justin (xii. 11) repeats the story,
Quintus Curtiug was no doubt a romancer, but still the incident is not in itself

1 opposed to the law of war as regards women, which prevailed amongst the ancient

Rehatriyas, See ante, p. 23.

s 1 Ayrian, Bxped, iv. 2630, General Cumnningham prefers identifying

Aornos with a ruined fortress named Réni-gat,—Ancient Geog. of India, p, 68.
11
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“Indian chariots could not be drawn through the we _
clay, and were nearly all captured. Alemnder lost i
his horse Bukephalus in the action, but the s Gf

De!‘eal of Porus
Itlie oider

cnnld only be effectud hy sulpme. . At Iength one
dark and stormy night he qucwedod in reaching a'
small island in the viver with part of his mfantry“ |
and a scleet hndv of cavalry; and then, amidst o
tempest of rain and thunder, he and his troops waded
through the remainder of the stream breast hlg‘h, a.nd

reached the opposite bank.  The lightning pro-

bahly revealed the men and horses pluntrmg through
the river; for the Indian scouts at once rushed fo
to carry the news to Porus. The Indian king was
evidently taken by surprise, but hurriedly deqpatched
hig son with a force of cavalry and chariots to opposa
the invaders. A sharp engagement ensued, but the

Porus svas amongst the slain." il

When Porus heard of this disaster, he at once
moved against Alexander with the greater part of
his army. He took up a position on a firm and
sandy plain. In front was a line of two hundred

eleplmntA, each about a hundred feet from his 1191511-- S

bour. This line of elephants was supported from
behind by masses of infantry ; whilst the two flanks
of the army were formed of chariots and cavalry.,
Alexander was strongest in Lavahy Instead, there~
fore, of attacking the enemy’s centre, he msmled
the two flanks, and drove in ‘the Indian horse upon
the clephants. Porus endeavoured to oppose his
elephants to the Macedonian cavalry, but the an-
wicldy animals could not keep. pace with the rapid
movements of the horse; and at length were wounded

12 Arrian, Exped, v. 1--16,




n: _ﬁgh'feﬂed and rushed maclly &bc}ut tmmplmo‘
down the Indian infantry. Porus fought with a

but was at last wounded and compelled to fly.
-leltlmately he was indueed to tender his submission,
but in the true spirit of a Rajpoot he demanded  to
< be treated as a king. Alexander rebp(mded with his

mccntly met as deadly foes now regarded  each
other as firm friends."
| The victory over Porus attelishied the aebonid:
ancy of Alexander in the Punjab. It was probably of
more consequence to the great Macedonian than his
Aatterers would ac,knowlcd go, A defeat would have
4 een debtructmn for Porus would have undoubtedly
followed up his success by the conquest of Taxiles ;
_‘-and Alexander would have been left single-handed
*'to cut his way through the war-like mountaineers of
‘Cabul, who had already given him considerable
- trouble.  The victory, however, not only decided
£ "'ﬂilé{lqlzestmu between himself and Porus, but enabled
-__[-_him to open up a new communication with Persia,
- vid the river Indus and the Indian Ocean. He sent
1 out woodmen to cut timber for ship-building in the
nnrthern forests, and to float it down the Jhelum ;
;':_':f’and he founded two cities, Bukephaha and Niksea, one
- on each side of the Jhelum ; ostensibly in- memory
of his horse Bukephalm and in commemoration of
' his victory, but in reality as saitable spots for the
- eonstruction of a flotilla on the Indus.  The forma-
= tion of a fleet was indeed in accordance with that
gsoldlerly instinet which led Alexander to take on all

13 Arrian, Exped, v. 16—20,
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lour which excited the admiration of Alemmdcr,'_ :

-——-—n....._....m-.«_..

"',usual generosﬁy, and the two princes who had

Reaults of l;hs:

Macedonian vias
tory : formation

of u Macedonian |

fleet on the
Jhelum,



i m.a'rem or mnm.. A

L oceasions cvery plecauhon that Would ensura the,"-'; :
safety of his army. Baut still in dealing with his :
motives, a large allowance must always be made for
his boundless imagination. He had seen crc,codlles 1
the river Indus, and at fivst fancied that this river

was the same as the Nile; and even arrived at the

awnkened & new idea. Ie was assured that the -
ocean intervened between India and Bgypt; and it -
had ever been the object of his ambition to penetrate

he hoped to reach the same distant sea by the
_ Jhelum and Indus rivers. e
Adyance of Whilst the fleet was being constructnd Alex-

Al'e.n‘;nl.tt!r to e
o Chob: - ander continued his ‘mareh to the Chenab, and ™

| flighit of Porus’
the youngurs

younger. This prince, like Taxiles, had been pre- -

e _ reconciled to Alexander, he was seized with suchia

! over his kingdom to the elder Porus, and nothing
{iches afterwards is heard of the nephew."* '
| Alexander next crossed the Ravee, when he was
called back by tidings of importance. The Katheei,

¢ Arrian, Exped. v. 21.

conclusion that by descendmn the Indus he might
find himself in BEgypt and- the Mediterranean.
Further information convinced him of Lis errvor, but o

to that mysterious ocean, which Homer had sup- =
posed to surround the world. Tt was partly to -
realize this dream that he purposed conquering the
lower Ganges as far as this ocean ; and failing that, =

crossed that river into the dominions of Porus the =

pared to support the Macedonian invader out ot o
hostility to Porus the elder ; but haying heard that
his uncle had been re-instated in his kingdom and =

panic 'of fear that he hastily abandoned his throne -
and went Into exile. Alexander accordingly made-_.':



n 1mp0rtd.nt trlbe betwcen the C‘henab and tlle CHAP‘I‘EMV-
Ravee, had ' broken out in rebellion ; a:ncl as Alex- Wi
ander never pe.rmlttod an enemy in his rear, he
hastened back and reduced them to obedience by

~'the eapture of their capital at Sangala.’® But mean- |

* time the Mucedonians had grown weary of their
‘-fc'ampawn in India. Their spirits had been broken, Spirbof tha

; biroke
not o much by the toils of war, as by the wind and qg:xthnwlu)a:ﬁme

-"-i.i_u_r_i. of the south-west monsoon; and by this timye T
thmr love of ease and sensual gratification had
‘blunted that passion for glory and dominion which
‘had formerly animated the phalanx. Accordingly =
"they' utterly refused to advance to the Ganges, and
lamoured loudly te be conducted back to Greece.
Alesander remonstrated with them in vain. He
'-lfg&,d that the river Granges was not far off ; that it

fell into the eastern ocean which commumcuted with
;,‘_."6}.1-'3-:-'-C_a'spian; and that if they proceeded they would

: *ﬂb’f&i’n-inmu)"r’ral' renown by their conquests and dis-

coveries. But the Macedonians sullenly resisted
"&Very attempt to lead them beyond the Sutlej ; and
Alexander, making a virtue of necessity, at last
onsulted the oracles and found that they were un-
avourable to an onward movement. The expedition

~ of Alexander now loses its interest. He returned

_with his army to the Jhelum, and embarked on
~ board the fleet with a portion of his troops, whilst
~ the remainder of his army marched along either
bank. In this manner he proceeded Hhaat due
 gouth through the Punjab and Scinde towards the
| ;'-'-_I.___nl.outll of tlle Indus; engaging in hostilities against

18 The Kathwi bad formed a confederation with the Oxydraka and Malli, who

, éppea.r- to have occupied the territory in the neighbourhood of Multfn, After the
- fall of Bangala these two tribes tendered their submission to Alexauder.
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'_'_Apmmv certain tribes who offe od rcsmtamo, 01* who e

ing every Brahman that came in his way. -_',‘M'-f I

landed his army and marched t]‘xi‘ough Beloochistan

Betumm ot the | the Persian Gulf, and fmally joined him in t]lB-;

(g8 i’xpeaiutm to
e samel ity

(i ations of the
" Gireelis who

i .i.im,mp&.n.gd the Punjab were careful and acute observers. They
. Alexander

shrubs said to produce wool, the sugar-canes said to
s the alligators, the elephants, the monkeys, the large

e the ants, and all the numerous strange sights which =
meet the eye of every Indian traveller. DBut they

volted after making due submission, In somo cases
the insurgents were encouraged by the B;;Lllma’ns* Wi
but Alexander wreaked his vengeance by slau<\htel'~‘-_-:."§

Iast he reached the Indian Ocean, and beheld for
the first time the phenomena of the tides ; and -_then.'._"'

towards Susa, whilst Nearchos conducted the fleet i s

| Bufwecherv.  The (Irecks who accompanied Alexander 1ntu_.5-‘.’_-'-‘f”"'
accurately described the face of the country, the =
numerous towns and villages, the abundant harvests, -
the variety of fruits and vegetables, the cotton =

yield honey, the pillared shades of the banyan trees,

serpents, the small cobras, the scorpions, the lizards,

failed to penetrate into the inner life of the people.
They saw only the surface, and not very much of =

W that, for they were campaigners in a strange land,

harassed throughout by wind and rain; and m)t_-f-._-

withstanding the enthusiasm of their leader, it is

evident that they were utterly weary of the depress- =
ing moisture and sweltering heat of the land of

Dmnyma and Herakles. Some sights attracted their

e esi o 16 Arvrian, v. 22, et seq.  The military operations earried on by Alexander
2l 8 during his voyage down the Indus arve velated at considerable length by Arvian,
but throw no fucther light upon the history of India. Some interesting detaild
respecting the identification of localities will be found in General Cuzmm *‘hmn 8
Ancient Gr@o"rmphw of India.

i



l;m1‘1’»:),*9.11‘,3,71 but thev dwclosed htile of tlm fhoup,hts Cm‘P’I‘ER W» i
il and &splmtlons of the general populatwn Ongy ol S
b lmportant fact may be elicited, that in the Punjab,

. orat any rate in the countries traversed by Alex-
231 andery there was as yet no appearance of caste dis- ﬁgﬁgg“ﬁftﬁ{e
. tinctions. This is proved by the absence of all ™

. ‘allusions to caste in the history of Alexander’s ex-

* pedition. | It is moreover confirmed by the absence

- of all similar allusions in the older and more authen-
‘tic hymns of the Rig-Veda. Had the institution
" existed, it could scarcely have failed to have attracted
! _--'i"t'hef attention of the Greeks; especially as they were

ea,gerly searching for all resewmblances between
. Egypt and Indu, and would naturally have been
‘ ,'ﬁtruck by such a remarvkable similarity in the caste
"":'.syb‘tems of the respective countries.

| The absence of such distinctions in the Punjab "’;Eg’f;ﬁf{u’fé’éf'
g ___-_'ma.y be further inferred from the deseription of the

" ";"'-__;marrraﬂe customs, as furnished by the Greeks who
_..accon1p1nned Alexander. According to the strict

. law, which, as will presently be scen, already pro-
| ___..'-_'vmlec'l amongst the people of Hindustan, no member
S any. caste, or hereditary trade or profession, could

marry out of his own class.”  Yet the marriage cus-

- tows of the Punjab involved ideas altogether foreign

~ to thislaw, althongh not furugn to the difference of
 tribes. Thus in some tribes virgins were offered as
“ marriage prizes in boxing, wmbtlmw running, and

~ archery; and the winners chose their ‘own brides,

 bub married them without pm‘tmn,s.‘f’ In other tribes .

L wlfe was to be bourrht for a pair of ]une,”’ but a

1 Megasthenes in Strabo, Inma, sect. 49, i
: W8 Nearelios in' Strabo, Indin, sect. 66, Arrian, India, ¢, xvii.  This custom
Pang may be referred to the ancient Swayamvara,  See ante, p. 24.
18 This was the old marriage oustom, which prevailed amongst: the Vedio
Rishis. BHee anfs, p. 23, -



CHAP

AN Tw? _t:l-i!l:esb?a.
Lo eeribed by the

{6 e Britunans.

18R 1v. man might marry as many women as hé could main. =
tain.  Bat a custom prevailed in the city of Taxila A

which plainly indieates that caste, in the modern

Brahmanical sense of the word, was unknown. =
Whenever parents were so poor that they could not -
procure husbands for their daughters, they exposed AR
the damsels at a marriageable age for public salein =
the bazaar or market-place. A crowd of men was
collected by the blowing of shell trumpets and beat-
ing of drums. The neecks and shoulders of-the'-_";_'if'II_'-”-'
young women were then uncovered; and when a
young man was pleased with a damsel, he marvied '
her upon such terms as might be agreed upon® |
Two important classes or tribes, however, aw
described by the Greeks who accompanied Alex
ander, who were evidently regarded as supg_.:-igf' Fsy
races; and each class had its own characteristics,

which may have subsequently havdened them into
castes. These were the wise men, or Brihmans, =
who were also called sophists and philosophers:
and the Kathei, who may have been the ‘ancient .
Kshatriyas. s

The Brébmans or philosophers followed a variety

of pursnits. Some were engaged in public affaivs,

and attended the Raja as counsellors.  Others prac-
tised religious austerities by remaining in one posi- Y

“ Avistobulus in Strabo, Indin, sect. 54, 62, The disposal of maidens by public 2o
salo was an old Babylonian custom. 1t is described by Herodotus, who considered y

it fo be the wisest marriage custom with which he was acquainted. The maidens -

were put up to public anction.  The handsome ones were sold off flvst, and would
foteh high prices from tie rich Babylonians. ' The plainer maidens were Trelped
off by dowries which were provided out of the proceeds. Thus when a handsome
muiden was pat up, the rich strove who would give the highest price. Whin a
plain damsel was put up, the poor strove who wonld take her with the smallest

dowry, Thus the handsome gitls helped the plainer ones to husbands. Herodo. (e

tny, 1. 196,



| tion for days, and exposing themselves to the blazing

. sun.  Others imparted religious instruction to their

iy i s e

résp'eptive disciples. = Others pursued the study of
nature; theoretically perhaps by the contemplative

| process already indicated, but practically they dis-

. played their knowledge by prognostications respect-

“ing rain, drought, and diseases. When not other-
“wise occupied they repaired to the bazaar or market-

. place.. They wero held in great honour as public
(1 advisers; and were pevmitted to take what they
', pleased from the shops, such as lioney, sesamum,
| figs, and grapes. They went about in a state of
. nudity, but every liouse was open to them, even to
. the women’s apartments; and wherever they went

ithey shared in the conversation, and partook of what
fOOd was present, Two of them came to the table
 of Alexander, and took their meal standing; a cir-
eumstance which would alone seem to prove the
 absence of caste ideas amongst the Punjab Brah-

 muans. When they had finished they retired to a

~ neighbouring spot, and commenced their religious

. austerities exposed to the sun and rain. These
i Punjab Brélimans are said to have regarded disease
as a disgrace, and it is added that those who feared
Aits approach burnt themselves alive.”

. Alexander was himself much interested in the
. Bréhmans at Taxila. Neither he nor his Mace-
. donian followers were religious inquirers in the
‘modern sense of the word. The worship of the
gods was still maintained in Greece at festivals and
sacrifices, and there still existed a’strong popular

21 This was nob the case with all the Briahmans; but these Greek accounts will
be brought under more detailed review hereaffor. Strabo, India, sest. 61, 65.

Curiosity of
Alexander.

CHAPTRER V. |4




" But from the first the Brahmans had attracted the

il !nt_ewie\v be-
. bween Onesikris

1 tos and the

" Brahmans,

QH&PTEFW behef in orm-lcs' but th felvzd mterest rmd deep"';._g_-f-‘ W
. religions awe with w]uch Herodotus lmd gamd on
1 the dmtws and mysteries of Egypt, were neither folg
nor expressed' by tl_le men whose mtolle{;t% had. baeni‘_
trained in the political struggles which Imcl Iono*

distracted Hellas. Po them the gods of India were
merely Dionysos and Herakles, the popular gods of

their own country ;# and the religious wmalup of
the people was apparently I‘OW'ar(lL,d with a conde« i

scending curiosity which bordered on contempf

attention of Alexander, He liad been struck by

their fortitude and resolution in voluntarily htlb_}nct-""-’
ing themselves to severe austerities and penances;
and he was curious to know something of the dogs '
mas which led to such results. Accordingly he senf

for them to come to him, but was told that if he

wanted to hear their discourse he must come to =~

them. So he sent Onesikrifos to converse With
them.? EE
The interview which ensued must have bee,n 1 e

strange one, but only those perhaps who are familiap =
with India can realize it in all its significance. Al

green jungle between two and three Hiiles from the '

city. A group of fifteen naked Brahmans; soma_.'_ 2t

standing on one leg, and holding a log of wood
above their heads with both hands; others lying

or sitting on the bare stones. All exposed to the
pitiless glare of an Indian sun, which alone Would"'_':-._?‘

account fol much of their 1(,11010113 mania. Al

22 Mention is also made of Zeas the rainy, who of course was the Indra of the
Rig-Veda; and the Hindas are also said to have WU‘:.:hIppLd thul.aa:mes &trabo,
lndm, scct 69, ;

¥ Btrabo, India, sect. 63 of seq, -
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+ mixed 'el'mvd of' d:sclples ancl wondermw wm*ship- o&amm w ot
4 pers doubtless stood around.. The Euaropean visitor . _
i pprcmched i Greek costume, acmmpanmd by Bt s
11 interproters ; and all present were "doubtless eager | 1oL
' to hiear what word~. would pass between the stranger
and the holy men.? i I
. Chuesikritos Aappears to have been rather too %ﬁfggc&lgf
y--'-':anxmm to. propitiate. Moreover the natural arro- Brihmas. iy
- gance of Kalanos, the Brdhman whom he addressed,
Was stimulated by such coneiliatory language, and
'_'_-.;-:e,l‘__'-_,-_'j'p()hmlﬂy by the presence of an: qdmumn audltor}
0 Phe Greek oommencvd hy saying that the great king e
- Alexander, who was himself a deity, had heard mf i
~ the wisdom of Kalanos, and desired ‘to be informed
i of the nature of his teaching, Kalanos was Iyanger.o
- naked on the stones, and replied in the language of
| oriental insolence :—¢ Your clothing is contrary to
.'-:-f"_fna,ture and offensive to deity : By such pride and
- luxury, want and misery have been brought upon
. mankind: In former days grain was as abundant as
i -the dust, and milk and honey, wine and oil, flowed
QLS eeTy as water : But the deity grew angry at the
-;'-luxur} of the human race, and withdrew tho abund-
~ance; and if such luxury continues; famine and
droamht will follow : If therefore you would learn
wmdom, you must return to a state of nature, and
lie down upon these stones.! # . .
 The polite Greek must have been somewhat Jehriowot
startled by this extraordinary demand from a naked W
philosopher. Fortunately a Bréhman, named Man-
“danis, interposed, and rebuked Kalanos for his
insolence to a foreigmer, - *‘Ior my paxt” said -

3 Straho, India, sect. 63 et a,-.q; % Stribo, Tndia, seob. 4.



it om PTBR Iv.

gl Oontmst- be-
Aween the two

| _;Bmhmns

'I“he Kath i or

i I\sb&myas

Mandanis, “I cannot but admire Alcmnder, wlm»' i
18 wckmn after wisdom although in possession of
an empire: If all kings were like him, the whole

HIS’PORT OF IN I‘JIA."

world might be compelled to virtue: Know, 1

Greek! the only true philosophy is that which
renders the soul indifferent both tfo pleasure and

pain :  Tell me, is this truth known in your crmn-.___-__}--;
try 2”7 Onesikritos replied that Pythagoras had

taught a similar doctrine, and had commanded his
disciples to eat nothing which had life; and that

he himself had heard similar discourses from Sok-
rates and Diogenes. ¢ 8o far they are right,” said |

Mandanis ; ¢ but they are wrong in being slaves to

custom, and in not returning to a state of nature.”?®
But notwithstanding the better behaviour of
Mandanis, neither promises nor threats could induce

him to come to Alexander. He derided that king’s
pretensions to deity; he wanted nothing, and he feared
no one. “When I die,” he said, “my soul will =
escape from the trammels of the body, and enter .

into a better and purer state of existence.” Kalanos, =

on the other hand, was a type of the common Bril-
man. From one extxemc he ran to the other. 'He
attended on Alexander, became a slave to his table,

accompanied him when he left India, and rehearsed

his praises after the fashion of the old Kshatriva
bards.  Ultimately he was attacked with discase, and
deliberately committed suicide on a faneral pile®

The Kathmi were perhaps Kshatriyas or Raj~

2% Strabo, India, sect. 64,
#1 The incidents recorded in the text respecting the Brahmans znebwsed on the
authority of Onesikritos himself, Strabo, India, sect. 63—66. The suicide of
Kalanos by burning himself alive, will be brought under review hereafter, .« o




i f'"‘“",pf}ots m At zmy rate their customs were of a I{quoot
"'c]:aracter' | ’1‘]1ey had a bpartan a.dmlmtlon of
. strength and beauty. They chose the handsomest

“man to be their king; and although it is difficult to

j o2
“aceept this statoment as a well-: ascortained fact, yet

. Porus is said to have been more than six feet high
. and of excellent proportions. They subjected every

ehild to a pubhc examination when 1t was two
"'months old; in order that the presiding magisirate

might decide whether it was handsome umugh to
 live, or whether death was to be its doom. To this

mmm mn Rowsy moms. 1 L

GHAP'I‘ER- “'. A

 day the crime of infanticide i3 almost universal mtatieide.

' amongst the Rajpoots, but it is confined entirely to

. females. The Rajpoots confess that their daughters
© are murdered to avoid the difficulty of procuring
. suitable husbands, and to escape the inordinate
. expense of marriage ceremonies; and it is im-
. possible to say how far the existing custom has been
bo-rmw’od from the ancient usage. Marriages

 amongst the Kathei were guided by the l]]lltlld.l
. choice of the bride and bridegroom ; in other words,
i :'thay were a form of the ancient Swayamvara ;* but

: . -':"_:.accordmfr to the Rajpoot custom, known as Satf, the
~living wife was burnt alive with the deceased hus-

__ band A

29 In modern vernaculars the Kshatrivas are called Kattris. The Kathewi,
however, have been identified with the Chatties of Kattagwar in Guzerat,
20 Strabo, India, sect. 30,
80 See ante, p. 24.
8 According to the Greek authorities (Strabn, India, sect. 30) the Satf was in«
stlt.uted to check a practice of the women to poison their husbands for the sake of

R younger lover. This statement does not harmonize with the assertion that the

marrisges were based upon mutual affection.  fat{ might have pmved a check to
Ipomon in days when gitls were compelled to accept uhl men as their husgbands;
but nothing was to be feaved from loving wives. The latter, however, obeyed the
ordinance, from being imbued with an unquestioning faith that they would thereby
join, their husbads in 2 beaven of felicity,

Saty)
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CHAPTPR 1v. Aldkandey ! had Snvaded the! Pun‘]ab durzng the;_--_:_'- s
. rainy season of n.c. 827, and reached the Indian
Ocean about the middle of B.c. 326. Meantime
Philip remained at T'axila as his lieutenant or deputy, -
and commanded a garrison of mercenaries and a . .
body-guard of Macedonians.™ 'When Alexander was - :
marching through Beloochistan on his way to Susa,
| the news reached him that Philip had been mur: = ©
. Jminvottre dored by the mercenaries, but that nearly all the '
s murderers had been slain by the Macedonian body-

Lt guards.  Alexander innmediately desp%tched letters iz
AR directing the Macedonian Eudemos to carry on the-_.'.'f?"-‘
government in conjunction with Taxiles, until he
could appoint another deputy ; and this provisional =
arrangement seems to have been continued untll the-
A death of Alexander in B.c. 8232 ' ;
Efgg}lgf Moz, The political anarchy which followed tlns cata-'
LR strophe can scarcely be realized.  Alexander was not.
thirty-three, and the conquests which he had alt(_;ady' _
completed were sufficient to fire the imagination of
every true soldier throughout all time.  Yet his
busy intellect had continued to form new schemes
of empire and glory. He would c¢ircumnavigate =
Africa and explore the Caspian. He would conquer -
Arabia, Italy, and Carthage. He would create a
aniversal dominion which should be bounded only

by the ocean, and Babylon should be its capltal '

But these ambitions dreams had vanished in a,-
moment. A drinking bout had been followed by a
mortal fever, and the would be demigod was lifeless

clay. The ghastly tidings must lnave cansed uni-
versal consternation. The vast empire of Alexander

3 Arrian, Exped, v. 8. 8 Arrian, vi. 27,



was held together by no political tis whatever be-
i yond the mere terror of Lis name. The appointment
i of a successor was thus of urgent and paramount

~importance ; but there was literally no one to sue=

' geed, excepting a bastard half-brother who was

P = A et ¢ 7 :

| '_"__h,;qpfe'lefsgsly imbecile, and an unborn babe by an
* 1\ Asiatic wife, who might by chance prove to be a
‘ison,  Ultimately the 1diot and the infant were

. placed upon the throne as puppets ; and the gener-
" als of the deceased Alexander hastened to the pro-
| vinees to prepare for wars against each other which
b ?“?91*9.’- to deluge the world with blood.®
1 Meantime India was forgotten. Eundemos took
‘advantage of the death of Alexander to murder
. Porus; but was ultimately driven out of the Pun-
Ja,bwﬁh all Lis Macedonians by an adventurer who
. was/ known to the Greeks as Sandrokottos, and to
‘the Hindds as Chandragupta.® This individual is
sa1d ‘to have delivered India from a foreign yoke
mlly to substitute his own. The notices of his life,
. liowever, are of considerable interest, as be is the
. .one Indian Raja who is known at once to Grreek
lu&tory, Hindd tradition, the Buddhist chronicles,
~and the Sanskrit drama. |

According to classical writers, Sandrokottos was

' atb the city of Taxila when Alexander was there af
. the ecommencement of his Punjab campaign. He
_ was an exiled prince from the great kingdom on the

| o Alexander had two Asiafic wives, Roxana and Stratira.  Roxana was the
daughter of o Baktrien chief o the upper Oxus, who had attracted his admira-

" tion, and whom he had aecordingly married. Stratira was a deoghter of Dariu,
" and was treacherously murdered by the jealous Roxana after the death of Alex-

ander.,  Ioxana and her seri-Asiatic son were not likely to be held in much es-
foem by Groek generals; it is nob therefore surprising that both were treated as
puppets and ultimately murdered.

35 Diodorus Siculus, xix, 1; Justin, xv. 4.
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Expulsion of
the Greeks from
Indin by Sands |
rokittos. L

Greek aceounta

ofSandrokotios, |
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__pertinacious assertion of his own claims to the
~ throne of Agerammes, which would be mltatm:; ey

}IISTOR? tOF IN’DIAu

lowu Ganges; s mlld to I)e about oleven dav ‘]aurne __
from the Pl]ll}&b % He was bitterly hostxl& to the
reigning sovereign, named Aggrammes, and: dew
nounccd him as a weak king of mean extr: wetion,
who permitted his dominions to be overrun by bans .
ditti¥  Sandrokottos stated that Alesander could.
easily conquer the kingdom on the Ganges; but at
the same time the Indian exile had so, emsperatod;
the great Macedonian by his impertinence, that he
only saved his life by a speedy retreat from: the_;
Punjab. This impertinence probably consisted in.
exaggerated notions of his own importance, and a

to a conqueror who respected no claim but that”fﬂ.‘
of the sword. After Alexander left the Punjab,
Sandrokottos experienced a strange run of good for
tune. By the aid of banditti he captured the city' £idd
of Patali-putra, and obtained the throne; and then ==
drove the Greeks out of India, and establlbhed his
empire over the whole of Hindustan and the Punjabiflit
Thirteen years after the death of Alexander, ',t]_;é | “
political convulsions which had shaken the civilized © <
world to its centre began slowly to suhsidei The i
vast empire was dism embered into four. _great pm_-f__
vinces ; and although the whole arca was the thoatre- ¥

3 Tt was called the kingdom of the Gangaridse and I’lam, and pmhah!y cnrra- IR
spnnded to Magadha and Kosa?a the modern Behar and Oude. The name of-'
Prasii seems to linger in that of Trasa-najit, king of Kosala. = See ante, p. 188, i

31 The father of Aggrammes is said to have been a barber, who bad an amour = 43
with the queen, and murdered her husband, and then placed his own son Aggrame i
mes on the throne (Quintius Curtius, ix. 2). The geandal, is umwrﬂn of
eredit, 1t is simply the oriental form of abuse, which is directed not against the -
individual, but against his mother and other female relatives. The story of the .
murder will be explained further on,  See Appendix I Buddhist Chronicles.

3% Justin, xv. 4, Plutarch, Life of Alexander. '




 harden into independent kingdoms. The region
between the Euphrates and i Indus fell to the lot
“of Seleukos Nikator, who dated his reign from the
year B.c. 312, which is the era of the dynasty of the
Seleukidw.:  Seleukos Nikator had accompanied
_ Alexander in his expedition into the Punjab; and
“he appears to have been ambitious to carry out the
designs of his great comimander. Like him he con-
wered Bactria; and then he turned towards the
.\__snuth and east, and appeared on the bank of the
""I_ndus. . But he found himself confronted by a far,
iperior enemy to the one: whom Alexander had
_encountered. There was no longer a dismembered
\,,@mplre to be subduod in detail.  Sandrokottos had
already consolidated s imperial authority over
the Punjab and Hindustan; and was appavently
enabled to concentrate such an overwhelming force
on his north-west frontier that Seleukos deemed it

“assail him as an enemy. "A ‘treaty was accordingly
oncluded between the Greek sovereign and the
‘Hindd Raja.  Sandrokottos supplied his Greek
f_ﬂelghbaur with a force of five hundred elephants.
In veturn Seleukos ceded the mounfain territory
. westward of the Indus; ‘and also gave one of his
own daughters to be the bride of his Indian ally.
'This alliance was strengthened by the residence of'
~ a Greek ambassador named Meogasthenes at the court

of Sandrokottos; and it will hereafter appear that

 the most authentic information respecting the con-

_dition and civilization of the Gangetic valley at this
~ * period is supplied by B-.‘legust’henes.?"

9 Strabo, India, sects, 36, 63, 57; Aviana, seet. 9. The Greek and Hinda
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of frequent wars, yet the provmces were beg1mlm o to OHAPTER TV,

expedient to cultivate his frlond«}up, rather than =



/ff"';:'nﬁ-lv ’I‘he mammge of' a .Hmdt‘i nga;-.
: m{gﬁgg&mg princess is an une*{pected evont in the _..hlstm‘y
”?f”““ Pt India.  In the Punjab it would perhaps have heer

-' ' less remarkable, because of the general absen"'""
caste ideas.  But in the Gano'ctlc va.llcy caste
tutions had boeu ma.mtamed from tlme nnme,;""";__'.”"?

pexmd at Pctta,h-putra., bears du'mt teetunony to thf
fact tlmt in ‘rhe kmrrdom of bandrokottos no oﬁe wa

iesmon.‘*" I‘hue is reason, howewr, to beheve tlm

i _Szmdrokottos was a convert to Buddhism,,__'_“__

subjects that he had thrown oﬁ" the trammels
caste. But under any ClI‘(‘lImSﬁdll(,ES su(,h iz mfm'x

Sandrokottos and a (zree,k plfmpess. 11_1_1g_._e;r§3d;_,_
many centuries in both Brahmanieal and Budd
tradition ; and the event ultimately gave rise :
controversy, which must have caused considers
agitation in the old Hindd world, as to whethe"..t
son of a Raja by a Sudrd queen could rlghtl-y

L . hent the throne.

| Hindweiiia. . The pictures of old Hindu civilization Wh.xol'

Ly Moo Presented by Megasthenes possess a value wl

ot e s scarcely been sufficiently appreciated.  They 4

i drawn from real life, and generally from what ¢

umba&aador hunsclf baw and thounh they are "ﬂ

il thwr 10 ahe ‘\[udm Rﬁkshasa.
0 Megasthees in Strabo, Indin, sect. 49,



a Greck political officer, elaborately drawn up ata
 period when such literary labour probably formed
hig chief amusement and occupation amids the
_ :'d'rea;ry‘ monotony of an Asiatic court with its miser-
iible-"intrigues and tedious ceremonial.!  Above all,
- Megasthenes, like Herodotus, was evidently anxious
to furnish correct information.  Those of his state-
ments which were based upon mere hearsay evi-
ence, may sometimes prove to be fabulous ; but for
:s'-_-_tbje Greck ambassador cannot be held entirely
gsponsible. Asiatics will exaggerate. Their im.
sination is boundless, and only equalled by their
gnorance and credulity. No doubt they told
tories, with the utmost gravity and child-like faith,
of ants as big as foxes digging for gold, of men
strong enough to pull up frees, of people with ears
hanging down to their feet, and of other strange
,‘;iiﬁglatr()sities.“ Megasthenes believed these stories,

Rl 413; " position of the Greek ambassadors or residents at Patali-putra, seems to

avgs:{‘:zungly resembled that of the political agents of the British governmeut at
the court of Mandalay, the capital of the kingdom of upper Burma, The author

was especially struck with this analogy during a visit to the political agent at

| Mandalay in 1870, ' ' -

4 Strabo is unduly severe upon Megasthenes, and denounces him as a fabulisé

-:_‘:(I.r'it_t_"e_)d. sect. 9).  Yet it is easy for any one conversant with India to point out

' the ovigin of many of the so-called fables. The ants are not as big as foxes, but

| they are very oxtraordinary axcavators, The stories of men pulling up trees, and

ugﬁg-them as ¢lubs, are common enough in the Mah& Bharata, especially m the

) ]egend& of the exploits of Bhima. Men do not have ears hanging down fo their

| feet, but both men and women will oceasionally elongate their ears after a very

. extriordinary fashion by th rusting articles through the lobe, = Other stories huve

heen diseredited, which are based upon actual fact.  Megasthenos describies sor-

2 ,,'."*'Iiéhtn with membranons wings like bats, whose motsture will putrefy the skin ;

. but these are nothing more than the common hiouse lizards, and certainly their

" moisture will cause acute inflammation, Again, Megasthenes describes a river

i named Silas, in the Himalayas, on which nothing will float; and here he has

" 4 flen obviously misled by some legend of Kuilasa, the mountain heaven of Siva
‘or Mahadeva. ik

. If there was one story more than another which excited the wrath of Strabo,

jest importance as the anthentic observations of cHAPTERV.
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ﬂmt similar stories were l'elafml by .Sir Jolm Manu'*jf'

 deville, and implicitly believed by our forefathers.:--_,'_"'..'i_f-:
But when Megasthenes tells us of what he saw, his| 00

statements may be a,cceptod' as é,uth(,ntic &lld:f‘e'ﬁ"'—{; !

able; although they are susceptible of further ex- -

pldnutlon by the light of the Izlrgo:: oxperxence wlnch

.13 available in the present day.
Of Megasthenes himself little is k,nown beyond e

the fact that he was a Greek ambassador, and ap-

i parently the first of his countrymen who had reached
; 'irnlg;lﬁ]lhe;‘?lm} the banks of the Ganges, and entered the greatand
| Bl Moo remote city of Patali-putra. - He must have noted,
though he does not say so, the quaint whkppmw in t:ho:_
river, which no doubt kept up a cotimunication

thmuu‘h the greater part of the empire, from the

new'hhomhood of the Punjab to the Bay of Beng_

 He certainly observed with a military eye the grea.
wooden wall or palisade which surrounded the mf:y

and he mentions that it was plerced. with® holeg:

through which the archers could lmeharcre their
arrows against a besieging force.  Outside this wall .
was a d1tch which ran round the city, and proha.bly\
communicated with the river; and which served =
both as a means of defence and a common sewer,

He was impressed with the immense size of the (‘lty g
Patali-putra was a vast metropolis in the shape of & i
parallelowa am, extending ten miles along the bank S
of the river, and two m 1105 into the interior, There .

1t was that of & people whose ears hung down to their feet. = Yot the story is still

current in Hindustan, Baboo Johurree Dass says :—* An old woman onece told |

me that her husband, a sepoy in the British army, had seen a people who glept on

one ear and covered tbewselves with the other.” (Domestic Manners and Cas. .
toms of the Hindds. = Benaves, 1860.) The story may be referred to the Hima- (o
layas, Fitch, who travelled in India about 1585, says that a people in’ Boomu Sy
had ears a span long,



;tlie exlled Grt,el-: gazod upon the dreamy erie,ntal
life which still meets the eye in a Hindd or Burmese

w
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capital. . The stately elepha,nts, with richly orna.

. mented howdahs moving slowly but majestically
. along ; chariots and horsemen followed by numerous
| retinues 3 crowded bazaars, with their endless variety

. of shops, and industrious artisans of every class; the

soldiers with their bows and arrows, their swords,
. bucklers, and javelins; the shameless Yogis and

arrogant Brihmans. = Megasthenes also describes

-"'"':'_-7-'}1'7--fcs’siml Pprocession such as may still bo occasion-

Al ¥ seen in eastern cities. An array of elephants

Wlth furniture and trappings of gold and silver ;
| numerous chariots drawn by four horses, or by
. several pairs of oxen; large bodies of attendants,
',"""":}""-?,'j}f'_"_"'_lmndsomely attired, bearing huge vessels or goblets
| of gold and s1lvel, as wel] as tables, state chmrs,
'.""'-'-':_.'::-3-"dr"“kmg cups, and howls of Indian copper, richly
. set with emeralds, beryls, Indian carbuncles, and

 other precious stones ; whilst the whole procession

 was invested with a sensational character from being
. associated with wild beasts, such as hump-backed

. oxen, panthers, tame lions, and a multitude of birds
. of variegated plumage and fine song.*

. Megasthenes furnishes a picture of the royal
. palace at Patali-putra, which seems to have been
. more of a Tartar than an Aryan type. It was a
.'s"ple_ndid building occupied only by the Raja and his
. women; for even the body guard was stationed

4 M.eg'lh‘ithenes in Strabo's India, sects, 36, 69. Compare also the prepara-

 tinns for the installation of Rama a3 Yuvaraja. History, vol. ii., Raéméyana,
chap 8.

A siniilar procession was to be seen at Rangoon in 1871, mhcn the famous
i Bl;_wé ~Dagon pagoda was crowned with the gold Htee, or royal umhrella, except-
ing that on ghe latter oceasion there were no wild beasts.

Pm ol palace
206 Lenans,



Duties and
amunsements of
“the Raja.

'._om-iﬂr'.mn-w.
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outsule tl}e watt,. Tho psdace women are smd fo

Thave been pumhased of their parents; but this statei_]".”-"s’ o

ment probably refers only to those who ﬁlled th@'_'-u-_
place of attendants or slaves. As regards the queens
Megasthenes maintains a strict reserve ; and thus el
ﬂnnrr whatever is known of the married life of the
Girock princess. As regards the Raja, it is said that
. helived in such porpetual foar of treachery, that he

never slept during the day, and frequently dmnged_.‘ff'

" his bed at night, as a precaution against surprise. iy

It was mﬂawful for the Raja to get drunk; and adeb |

cording to a story which was to]d to the Greekf
smbassador, any woman who murderod a Raja_';-ﬂ--_'_f
whilst the latter was in a state of 1ntox1cat10n was.| |-

15

rewarded by being made the queen of his sucoessor® | o
The story, however, is open to question, No doubt

it originated in the fact that & woman has occasmn-:._’ff
ally murdmod an Asiatic sovereign, on the under.

Q’tm‘]”‘“ that she should become the wife of the.'_',-'_."-:'"""'
heir to the throme. Such a promise, however, is
generally broken by the nmew menarch, who ean
rarely bring himself to make the murdoress his.; s
queen. \

The Raja was not always secluded in his palace._; o

IIe left it whenever he took the command of the'_"__',_.

army, or sat in his court as judge, or offered sacri-
fice to the gods, or went on a hunting exped1t10n,"

4 The presant king of upper Bumm, or Ava, who ey uhmtly belongs to tha Indo- bl
Chinese type, althouoh he claims a Kshatriya origin, leadsa life of sevlusmn very

gimilar to that of Sandrokottos. He chungea his bed-room every night as a safe-
guard against sudden treachery,

15 Megasthenes in Strabo, India, seet, 56. The laws of Burmﬂ Are alsu RR e 0

tremely severe against intoxication ; indeed drunkenness is one of the five great
¢rimes in the Buddhist code of morality, In 1845 the reigning sovercign was a
drunkard, and had become & tervor alike to his queens and ministers; at last he
was suddenly seized in a state of intoxication, and placed in o state of confinement;
and he is said to have been ultimately smothered in the vecesses of the palace.




