-.*eatmv of ﬁesh meat must seem to the believer to be

;tﬁnds so little expression in the lerrond of Gétama;
"""cm the contrary, Giétama is said to have died in con-
_equence of having eaten too much pork. But it is
gasy to infer from the edicts that the legend of his
"bi:bgl‘aphy was compiled in a later and corrapt age
of Buddhism, and cannot be accepted as a ﬁuthful
 picture of his life and teaching. Be this as it may,
aja Priyadarsi was no monk. He was a philanthro-
oist of a practical stamp, and imbued with a deep
ove of animal beings. Probably he had eaten flesh
'n-ﬁat. from his boyhood, without a tlmught of the
_mature of the animal he was eating, or of the misery
which was inflicted to procure his daﬂ y meal. Like
“other Iindd sovereigns bhe had also performed
;_:-:'_'Ea.enﬁf'es of animals to the gods, without a thought
_of the death to which the creature was quby,cted '
But when he realized the pain and suffering caused
by such butchery, his heart seems to have revolted
I_ffom flesh, in the same way that a woman revolts
from the idea of e iting a pet lamb or bird. Accord-
 ingly he promulwatod an edict, in which he pro-
- habited all slaughter of animals, whether for food or
sacrifice, because of the Cruelty which it involved.
" He also announced that the daily slaughter of ani-
mals in the royal kitchen would be discontinued for
.;";:‘the future. In the same edict he prohibited all
-.--f.'_-convwml meetings on the ground that much evil
_ attended such assemblies.”
Perhaps no despotic order has been issued, since

4 Ses Tablet 1. in Appendix 1,

_man. When thls bﬁ,hef becomes a conthmn, the CHAPTER 7.

kin to cannibalism. It is strange that this feeling
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~ hunters, and Lad lived on meat and wine from ﬂlﬁ’!li‘r*’i
 earliest history. The edict was thus directed ¢ against
_ the daily worship of the Bréhmans and the dmly'lj""-
‘pursuits and daily meals of the Kshatriyas; whilst it

was the Kshatriya likely to desist from the qports ot

A 'Enfarc'amont of
" the bdict by an

' imperial demon-

- which neither priest nor soldier could be expected“

_'The Bxéhmmm, howwer a.bstemmns 1 thew own
diet, had sacrificed animals, and poured out hb&tmm:_ﬁ:;-__“ 3
to the gods, from immemorial qnthulty e

Ix:-,ha,tmyac; were equally celebrated as warriors and

was based upon broad principles of b(,uevo]eﬂc

to understand. The Bmhm&n would never w"‘ard
his sacrificial knife as an instrument of cruelfy ; now

the field, or to abstain from his ancient Hesh fﬂﬂ&tu’_,“_l_:
because of the pain they might lilﬂlct i tho ﬂllh,lupe ';;:-f- L
Or Wi ild boar. ok

The promulgation of the first edict agamgt ﬂle"{:lf’e'
slaughter of animals thus appears to have heen a

failure. The general population of the (x:L:lxrgtzej_.'l..;j.a,'-..

valley might pos&bly have received it with indiffer- P
ence, for they had subsisted on grain and verretablea'_';.‘ﬂ
for unrecorded ages; but still they had always | -
sacrificed animals to thp gods, and c’spt*cmll} b0 thel |
female deities who were supposed to revel in ﬂeﬁh“'f-._! L
meat and strong liquors.® - L

The Raja, however, was not to be thwarted 111"'?'-_'[
“his benevolent m{entlons by the opposition or digs
atfection of unbelievers. He repeated the edwt L
another form, and promulgated it with all the pomp.
and cexemony of an imperial demonstration. 0

b e e i

/% Bee the vows of St to the g)ddesse% of the G.mges and Jumna ,ng,". i
ante, page 47, s




011?171&1 entertammentw : but placnd f'oremost amono'st _
those precepts of duty which had received universal
‘recognition. Again, it was not issued asan ordinary
;=1',dec,ree, but surrounded with all the emblems of
‘power and authority that would excite universal

‘Teverence, and ensure universal obedience. Magni-
ficent spectacles were exhibited at every important
tation throughout the empire, such as the people
ad not witnessed for centuries. There were
nd procesmones of elephants and chariots, accom-
mied by imposing d1so1ays of rich and costly
'{}les, and winding up with fire-works and il-

minations. Vast absemblagos of people were thus
hered together in orderly but overwhe dIming
_multltudbs, such as are stlll to be witnessed at the
great Indien festivals. The drums were beaten
and. proclamation was made by a special messen-
ger from the sovereign. “Thus saith the Raja "
¢ Animalsare not to be sacrificed, living er eaturos
are not to be put to death, kinsfolk are to be kindly
regarded, Brdhmans and Srdmans are to be respects
od and reverenced, fathers and mothers are to be
d-utﬂ‘ully served, and spiritual pastors are to be re-
ceived with ﬁha.l veneration: By these righteous
obseryances the religion of the heaven-beloved Raja
il flourish througjhout the world ; and under his
sons, and his grandsons, and his great-grandsons, it
will prosper throughout all generations; It is the
ordmance of duty and should be as stable as a
mountain : Let every virtuous man obey 1t: Let no
m&n thlnk of oppusmfr it: The law which di-

sisain i k!

; .;-_Thﬂ name of the Raja, and his apppllutum of ** heaven- bdnvtd 2 oor “ hes
ved-af the gud&" i repeuted in overy ediet,
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ig n{ﬂmmce of
thn proiuhitian

rects coremonml I'lt(,b musﬁ c'oniurm tq the o*rd,-na.n-
. of dut_'}'”’ B

Raja Pmyadmst is perhapq tho ﬁrst soverezrrn onfﬂ':';_.f__
record who authoritatively declared that the natmnalf;l .' :
religion. must conform to justice and huma,mty bl

Gotaum Buddha had already brought his mmmstlﬁ* il

~ teaching into conformity with molal duty. by pro~ )
hlblbmg, sons to euter upon monastic yows Withoutl'-*:'

aimed a mortal blow at the old Brahmameal ritual | ]
by asserting that the sacrifice of animals was eon-

the consent of their parents. But Raja Prlva,dm~,1-;;_'_'"-- _--.;-"'_:_.;ff"f.

trary to humqmty In enforcing this decree ho. dld:;‘_-'?-;- s
not appeal to any 1ehgmus sentiment, such as pre-'if-_'_'
cludes the Brdliman from eating beef, or the Mussul- |

man from eating pork. He did not refer to the dogma

of the metempsychosis, which taught that amma],ﬁ_'f:._'Ij'_':-,_:_'-_-_.'"_;.*-_
were mere embodiments of human souls. He did nat 5%
even prohibit animal food, but only the slang ht@r Of"':-i"f'-.-'
the animal®  But the force of the appeal Wk
manity against the bloody ritual was irvesistible. R
powerful antagonism was excited which lasted for
ages; but in the end humanity triumphed over the
Br: é,l:ma,n and the Kshatriya. In the present day.l_;_'__':;.'_’
anlmal sacrifices llave almost passed away fimn"ﬁ"f-_

® Bee Appendix, Tablet ivy The paraphrase will appem' somwehat fre if it s il
only compuwd with Professor Wilson's teanslation of Tablet iv.; but it wWilliba! s
found in perfect conformity with the real meaning of the inscription ag exhibited
in Professor Wilson's comments on the original text of the edict.  See Journalot | i
the Royal Asiatic Society, vol. xii, pige 180.  Speaking of the last sentence, Prow |10 e
fersor Wilson says that it is mteudul to raise moral duty above ceremonial rltes A

% This point has already been discussed, see ante, page 142, RIS s iy

It is curious to notice the contrast between'the practical working of the Bwl«.'

dhist commandment against slaughter, and that against getting drunk. Mt}m“khf . L

Villing is forbidden, the Buddhist may still cat meat, provided the animal has been Y
killed by another, or has died a natural or aceidental death, = But the Tiw agalngt-"‘ '

getling drunk is treatod as a pl‘Ohlblf.lOﬂ against all 1x1to*<matmg~ hquora and ey

drugs :




ndia; they have beer superscded by the more ‘cmwm V‘
nnocent offerings of rice and milk, butter and cakes, |
such as the ancient Rishis presented to the gods of
the elements.® In like manner the royal and im-
perial sacrifices of the Rajasiya and Aswamedha
have disappeared from the land; and although the
love of the chase is still as ﬂtrontr in the I&Shatrly’n
in days of yore, yet the namonal sentiment of the
Hindd is opposed to the idea of slaughter of any
ing thlntr H - | L
The edlct for the establishment of medical dis- Mediwlestabe

lishments for 't |1
men and a0

pensaries or h()‘:plt&l& is of a still more remarkable !
iaracter. It i1s the expression of an enhéhtened
_l;f)';?;_l_‘fal_ity,_w_l11ch 18’ a lesson for all time. It is the
._;bocli'ment of that practical benevolence, which
ares for the body as well as for the soul. Tho
de.Jil saw with that true philanthropy which grows
ut of the religion of the affections, that lwalth is
"sl essential to happmvss as spiritual culture ; and
_".G(}Ordmg]y whilst seeking to inculeate l'ohgwn or
harma, he provided the means for removing dis-
ase and pain from the temple of the body. Hero,
gam, hm loving-kindness was not confined to the
uman race, but extended over the entire range of
.-ammal being. Mr Prinsep alludes to it as the fas-
-tldu)m humanity of the Buddhist creed ; but the alle-

' -m,tmn of agony in animals, ec;pecml]y in those who

5_l° ]'n Bengal gonts and kids ave still sacrificed to tho goddess Kali oy Durgd
3 The antagonism of the Br&hmans to the milder precepts of Baddhism conld
_smmely have found much expression during the reign of a tolerant sovereign like
Jaja Priyadaxsi.  The author of the V ishnu Purang, which was composed in the
gy of Brahmanieal revival, is exceedingly bitter against the Buddhists and Jains,
who had seduced the peopls from their anvient sacrifices and sraddhas.  (See -
Book iif. chap. xyiii.) The transition from animal sacrifices to the bloodless
-u’fwmgs of rice and milk is fu]hf indicated in the Rambyana. See History, vol.

1., patt iv,, Raméyana, ebap. i,
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v, minister to man, is somethmg more than f}mtldmus:'_'_:'_."-_'ri,_'_

humanity. To bind a broken limb, to anoint a =
wound, to brmo* a draught of water to a sick ammal RIS
will often ehclt more gratitude from the dumb crca-'-f'_*.::_i_'_lf-_'.
ture, than from belrws gifted with speech and reason. .

- The fact that the cure 0’[ disease formed a part of the;:'ifi

Chumotf A of
the edict

the labours of these Srdmans were systematized by
' Raja Priyadarsi.  The edict simply directed that a

ancient religion of Buddha, has already been indi. =
cated by Megasthenes, who describes the physicians "
as forming an honounrable cla,sq of the Srgunans, or i
Buddhist mendmants i e

It 15 impossible, however, to ascertain ho*w far,_

congtant b!llJIaly of medicinal roots and fruits %hould
be kept in store in every part of his empire; one
class for the treatment of human beings, an(l_t-h.e,oth&r;'_"
class for the treatment of animals.® This benevolent
measure was also extended to all the provinces thch .'
had been conquered by Raja Priyadarsi; as well as i
to the Bactrian kingdom of Antiochus the Greek, =
with whom the Raja appears to have been in al]mme..
It was further enacted that wherever such a pra-
vision had not been made, the necessary roots and -
fruits were to be planted. In the saras edict the
Raja commanded that wells should be dug and freesf;__" pi
planted on every high road throughout }.us empire,
for the accommodation of animals as well as f'or that-"i
of man.®® i

£ See infra for Fah-Hian's account of thesa hos;ut&ls at Patali- pnﬁm AR R
13 8¢e Tablet ii, in Appendix 1. Tho conservative character of Hingg un 9
institutions may be inferved from the fact that there ("Xlﬂt{,d at Surat dQ“’n'_
to the last century a hospltui specially set apart for the treatment of animals.
It hus been frequently deseribed by European travellers, and was Eiow a8 the |
Btn\mx Hospital ; but nothing of it has been reported subsequent to the yaur :
178 In that year it cnmlsfed of a large piece of ground, enclosed by hlgh fit
'vmllh. and subdivided into several cowrts or wards for the acwmmodauon o AT

L4




ediets prnmulgated by Rﬂbj a F

oo

fices of the Brdhmans, and the flosh feasts and
iquetings of the Kshatriyas. Accordingly he
ounces that he has appointed other ministers to

o froely with all classes, with Kshatriyas and

ple,® for the purpose of presiding over morals,
owarding the good and punishing the wicked.”

imals. | Tn sickness they wore' attended with the greatest care, and here
und what is wanted by many human beings, namely, a peaceful asylum for the
ities of old age,  Wheu an aninal broke alimb, or was otherwise disabled,
'mmr brought it to this hospital, where 1t was reosived without regard to the
or nation of its master.  In 1772 this hospital contained horses, mules,
shoep, goats, monkeys, poultry, pigeons, and a variety of birds; also an
Qi‘.wis,é',,which“wus known to have been there seventy-five years. The mosb
wordinary ward was thaf appropriated for rats, mice, bugs, and other noxious
for whom suitable food was provided (Hamilton’s East India Gazetteor,

onld' ba';.gili-ﬁicultﬁ' for the Eui'ope&ﬁ- fo understand the inducement which

en tor contribute towards the support of such an extraordinary insti-
15t ko many human beings were unprovided for. But the dogma of the

adarsi, for CHA

s S

A e ki et 1

ians, as well as with mendicants and poor

npsychogis undoubtedly exercises a deep influence when the belief becomes a

gonviction; aud the doctrine would induce large numbers to puvchase fuburo hap-
piness by such an afféctation of charity. i) bk
14 See Tablets v. and vi. in Appendix L./ - .
1 \The term mendicants or ** Bhikshus,” does not appear to be applisd to
dinary beggars, but to the religious mendicants, such as the Sramans, In the
1 ‘ol 'the life of Gotama Buddha, the groat teacher is often represented ag
_Etﬁ;ﬁ_is'\-ing'lrxié priests by the simple texm of *¢ Bhikshus ™ or mendicants. )
In the original edict, which will be found in the Appendix (Tablet v.),
“be found some geographical allusions, which suggest the idea that Raja
yadarsi sent out missionaries o neighbouring countries. Tt iy difficult to
1iff precisely thio mames of countries, but the missionaries geem to have

s i

ssion the ediot seams to allude to the dominion of the Greek prinees of

;. See Appendix 1., Buddhist Chronicles,

dirpeted to proceed in a westerly direction into Guzerat; and also towards
'-tx&h;ﬁésg through Cashmere and Cabul, ¢ to the outer cities and fastnesses of .
ot ind sister, and wherever there are any other of my Kindred.” By this G

stablishing a system of moral instruction through- st ystemot

G I ST {Ar R e SETLE
‘his emipire, are somewhat obscure.’* In one he o
mplains that the chief ministers of morality had
n ¢ tolerant of iniquity ; ” and it may be assumed.
t by the term “iniquity ” he alluded fo the flesh

163 YA I




3

sapzin v, Tn the second edict he seems to imply that he had
invested these ministers or missionaries with ine
quisitorial and magisterial powers, similar. to those .

which were exercised by the political inspectors ... .-

1

i described by Megasthenes. VA
 opestionto . These edicts appear to indicate that'a spixit ofiy

S R Prayadarsi. | ! ; 470
T T antagonism was already at work against the Raja
and his religion. He had, in fact, shared the fate of
all - reformers, who seek to impart religious ingtrues =5
tion to the masses without the aid of the established  -=
prigsthood. He had endeavoured to conciliate Bré!m
mans and Srdmans by enjoining the duty of paying
' them respect and supporting them iwith alms; but!
" he had offended the Brahmans by his edicts against
nimal ‘sacrifices, and he had not as yet recom-
mended himself to the Srdmans by recognizing thelt s
i law of the wheel, Above all he had ignoered the -
. #  guthority of both Brahmans and Sramans as teachers
of religion, and had, moreover, indicated that they °
too were wanting in a knowledge of Dharma. [ .

is easy to conceive that by adopting such an at- -
titude he would excite the wrath of every -fpi?icsﬁ_.f_"{
and monk throughout the land. He would prov -
bably learn from ‘his inspectors that loud MUrurs
wore to be heard in all directions respecting the 5
oppressive character of the new ordinances and e
‘n the first instance he would be doubtless angry -
at such groundless complaints, and more deter- - -
mined than ever to enforce obedience to his com.-
mands.” Under such circumstances he 1s said to ==

17 Tt ig evident from the spirit of the edicts that the chief opposition to the e
orditances of Raja Privadarsi arose from those who desired to slaughter animals
for sacrifice or food. This is especially evident even in the confused rendering of 'Sk e
Tablet xiii. as given in the Appendix 1. il i e e
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cal dﬁﬁwlty in obeying his edicts.® At the same
inie he announced his resolution to enforce obedi-
noe. For this purpose he had appointed officers
0 punish all those who departed from his or-

o mature of an Inquisition ; but it was evidently
nded for the punishment of ovil conduct only,
d .__ilot for the purpose of checking false doctrine or
rTesy. of any kind.*

ir tone and character. The Raja seems to have
ailed, as might have been expected, in the task of
;pellmg Lis subjects to hecome virtuous by im-

.quplats, he appears to have been somewhat discon-
ried by the result. Accordingly he attempted to

he piety of his own life as compared with that of
he Rajas who reigned before him. He says i— In
neient times my predeccssors on the throne took
6\1_;1"‘ plmsure in travelling, in society, in hunting
d other similar amusements ; but my delight has
en in almsgiving and visits to the Bréhmans and
rdmans, and in rewarding the learned and the aged;
overseeing the country and the people; in promul-

18 I_Thm pomt is rather dubious, It is %o stated in the oviginal rendering of
ﬁlct vic by Mz Prinsep ; but it finds no place in the revised translation by Pro-
swor Wilson,
| M T6 will be seen hereafter that the two Chinese pilgrims, Fah-Hian and
wtmn—'lhﬂang, testily to the fact that neglect of duties to parents and religioua
‘temﬁt’em was pumshcd in the fifth and seventh cenfuries by mutilation and exile.

. 16

nances. The tribunal thus set up partook of

al authority ; and like some modern philan-g

et himself right with his subjects by appealing to

dec]med tlcht he had not requlredﬁ;-'hm. sub— GHAPTEIW
8 to puf‘orm anytbmw that he did not peﬂorm;
mselfs and that consequently there would be no

T

The remaining edicts are more conciliatory i, Sonctisy Lo
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rmmR V. gatlnrr mora.l ]aws and enforcmtr morz al conduc*f 2 ‘*‘i'ffT :
A Other edicts ave of a gimilar charaeter, but seem to - -
offer considerable difficulties in the way of intelli-
gible translation.® It is evident, however, t]xat the =
govereign, whilst endeavourmn‘ to spread his oW -~ =
religion, was w1llmg t0 tolemte the .‘?Ll_lglm} of S
~others, and to praise all benevolent and virtuous
_ acts even when practised by heretics. He honoured -
‘all forms of faith, and prosented gifts to all holy =
men, whether monastic celibates or priestly house-
holders but he considered that there was no g‘lﬁf
like thut of virtue or Dharma. He prCClduV gloried
“in the fact that his edicts effected conversions wher
ever they were set up, ‘It is mnquest " he mys,f'-';
‘¢ that ensures joy, and becomes a joy : The vietory =
‘of Dharma is the only true happiness, and cannot be _:'
oveércome,”’
Such was the good and Iundly teaching of' RaJa, =
Priyadarsi. This virtuous sovereign had or]orled in -

the idea that his religion of Dlzarmﬂ, would pr()sper“:--_'_-' 3
throughout all generations, and endure as long as =
the mountains; and, practically, his aspirations have
been realized. The religion of the heart has -b@.e_n; =
struggling through unrecorded ages beneath the -
dead weight of an eccclesiastical system which ig-

nores the affections, and the corrupt influence of &
sacred literature which overrides momh@y RN
such is the vitality of the doctrine of lovingkind-

ness, that it still reigns supreme amidst the wrock

of ancient creeds and expiring mythologies. The -
edicts have long since faded out of the national
memory, but they were engraven not only on rock -

% See Appendix, Tablet viii. ; Ay
#! Bee Appendix, Tablets vii., xii;, iii., and xiv, 2 Tablet xiit,




In cmmtnn v.'

Wm

.. 1119.1', bub 011 the 'hea,rts of the masseq._

epr _ssed by Bmhmamcal observances, -md the

ople are still distributed by caste distinetions info
isolated groups; but within the little eircle of

'famlly, village, caste, or neighbourhood, the religion |
flourishes to an extent thh is without a pm‘mllul_
lsewhere. Tlo this day the Hindas are beyond all .
Gther people in the world in dutifal service to father

nd mother, in kindness and kindly help towards

nsfolk and &uquamtance, in filial veneration to- !
_rds spivitual pastors, in ro‘apectful service towards |
gg,llmgns;and holy men, in frugality and temper-
nee, in abstinence from evil-speaking and slander-
and in a tender regard for the whole animal
tion. In Buddhist countries® the duty of obedi-
ee to parents 15 less observnd, and the virtne of
enevolence loses its vitality from being regarded as
ligious merit to be rewarded hwoaftw but the
ies of kindness and hospitality are more mamfe};t

'm‘tse theay are not blunted by Brahmanical ra-

e

T

ﬁ

ndéed Dharma has become almost 1(1(,ntlcal with
Buddhism., The traveller, whether a Burman or a
formoner, is always sure of a hospitable reception
in a ‘Buddhist monastery. Again, a system of
instruction, such as was pelhaps ougmally in-
augurated by Raja Priyadarsi, 1s still in forco in
very vihdra throughout Burma; and whether in
Jritish or native territory, it is d1fﬁcult to find a
._Bﬁrman lad of the poorc,ﬂt parents who Lannot read

o The author's personal experienco of Buddhiﬁt countries is confined to Burma,
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QﬁAPTER 1_’_ and wute. Moreover fhe spmt of rdwlous tolbrw-
tion which was expressed by Ra‘]u Prlyadarm, seems
always to have prevailed both in India and Bul'ma.}_
Violation of caste rules within the pale of Brahman.
ism, and schism or heresy within the pale of Bl it
dhism, may have been suppressed by excommuuieas
tion or capital punishment in times gone Ly; but
Jows and Christians, Mussulmans and Parsees, have =
always enjoyed the liberty of performing worship
after their own fashion, without any interference .-
~ whatever from the civil or ecclesiastical powers, pro~ .
vided always that no offence was given to the re-
higion of the state. i

ﬁr%'ﬁ'mm This modern association of Dharma with Bud iy %

wonermienor dhism was not the result of monastic tcaf‘lunu, font s

im0 theoretios ally the two systems are still as widely:/
| separated as they were in the days of Raja Priya-
darsi. Dharma, or religion, cultivated the duties of -
the  affections ; V.umya,, or monastic discipling; =
crushed out the affections themselves. Dharma @
taught that the fulfilment of duty to fellow-men and® *
fellow-creatures in every scale of being was the only. -
i true road to happiness. Vindya fa,nuht that happl- i
s ness itself is a delusion; and that tllo main object of
P the truly wise ought to be to abstract themselves
Wit from all daty and all affection, until the soul was
b, freed from every mortal tie and practically ceased -
to be. But in the same way that Brahmanism has
been compelled to accept the worship of the gods as.
practised by the conquerors and the conquered, so -
Iy Buddhism has been (*ompollod to aceept the religion
. of Priyadarsi as taught in the edicts. From a very
e early date, probably during the period which inter-
vened between the promulgation of the edicts and the

Ll



lation of the chronu,les,

y both so cleally described by Megasthenes, were

 the monasteries to boys, is perhaps the last relic
t remains of the vast philanthropic reforms which
illed the imagination of the heaven-beloved Raja.
'-?si.iword f'rom an early period the Buddhist monks
st have degenerated. They led lives of celibacy in

aity, and surrounded by the halo of false glory

yaracters.”  Their vaunted lear mué> > has been little
mom;than metaphyswal speculation, in which ignor-

asnt}e"of the universe and its inhabitants has boc 35}
concealed under an affectation of profound knowledge

-the real trath so plmnl} depicted as in the so-

d thp want of h19t01‘1cal data is supphed by puerﬂ(,

rl‘he rewn of Raja Priyadarsi is a valuable

Lk 'I‘he unprae mal chavacter of mnnaqtm Buddhism is' especially observant in
Bm‘ma, for there it can be easily compared with the daily labours and self-denying
hves of Roman Catholio priests and missionaries which are abave all praise.

?_’5 The Buddhist ehronicles profess to furnish historical details of the reigns of
sucees&wa Rﬂ as ot Magadha from the death of Gétama Buddha in B.O. 843 fo
e end of tho 1e1gu of Asoka in p,¢, 288, They also give an account of three
ds 01 convoentions, which were held at different intervais during the same
Oﬁ, Afor the purpose of establishing the Buddhist canon of seriptures, and

perit

cu*,g. them i the Appcndn at the end of the present volume.

Buddhls .-mouastmsm cmmmv |
n &at_-_._,-avp been fast losing its ancient energy ‘T‘he o
:nmdu,al brz’mmanb and the missionary Sréamans, who

tually passing a.way from the Buddhist world ; and = hat
th& Aystem of primary ulucdtxon, which is nupal'tc,d' i

der that thev might lead lives of religious idleness,
; jntmned by the voluntary contributions of the

ith ,whlch &upc,rstltmn loves to invest such saintly

fis dmwn from the imagination alone. Nowhere -

li&d Buddhist cl:rpmcles. There the dim memo-
o8 of the past are reproduced in the garb of fable ;-

amttumnq- the ruleg of monastic discipline.  As they involve much historical
o i't'clsm and ave devoid of general intexest, i }ms been deemed advisable to'ilis-

m-—"""""'.-




miprery. landmark in the annals of ancient India. He is '
vt generally identified with the Asoka of the chronicles;
(ks and for the future may be termed Asoka,® The
i age which preceded his reign is the twilight of Hinda
history. Villages were established further and fur-
ther in the deep forest, and grouped into kingdoms
by conquering Rajas.  Vedie Rishis and Kshatriva
e warriors, Brahman priests and Buddhist monks, !
W appear respectively upon the stage, and begin to
A assume substantive forms. It is even possible to
realize the growth of eivil government. The head-
men of villages holding their noisy little councils of |
grey-beards under the shade of widely-spreading.
trees: the Rajas sitting in state upon their thrones;
the royal umbrella elevated above their heads, and
the chamaras of hair waving to and fro; whilst
chieftains and ministers are sitting around i the
council hall.  Here and there, mingling with every
throng, may be seen the half-naked Bréhmans with « =
their sacred thread, and the decent Sramans in the o
yellow robes of the monastery. But' one age 18
jumbled up with another, for there is no chronology. =
The imagination wanders at will over the shifting * -
sands of a remote past, but cannot fix a single reign
or even a single century. Delhi may be coeval
with Damascus; the Rajas of Ayodhyd with the
priest-kings of Salem. Xven the stand-point furn- .
ished by the life of Giétama Buddha is alfogether.

'2%6 The identification of Raja Priyadarsi of tho edicts with Raja Asoka of the
' Buddhist chronicles was first pointed out by Mr Turnour, who rested 1t upon & -
passage in the Dipawanse. The late Professor H. I1. Wilson objected to this
identification (see Journal of the Asiatic Bociety, vel, xit. page 248).  The iden-
tification, however, is further proved by the general resemblance between the
edicts of TPriyadarsi and the legends of Asoka recorded in the Buddhist chronicles,
Sce Appendix IT, to the present volume. g




before the Clristian era; but it might, with nearly
‘o even thousand years. The so-called chronicles
of the kings of Magadha, between Giétama and
 Alexander the Great, Vimbasara and Asoka, are
Tittle better than jumbles of myths and names.” The
invasion of the Punjab by Alexander in B. 0. 327,
he charge of the Macedonian cavalry against the

the first event which brings India into historical
elationy with the outer world. It was followed,
serhaps immediately, but certainly within less than
hundred years, by the reign of Asoka; the great
sovereign of Magadha, who has, as it were, left his
handwriting upon rock and pillar from Cuttack to
Guzerat and Cabul, and whose memory 1y still linger-
g in Banskrit and Pali story.® i

The early life of Asoka is almost lost in a cloud
of legend ; Dut here and there glimpses are obtained
hich prove that he was a prince, who had passed

‘énces.  Whilst still a very young man he was at
variance with his father, and seems to have gone

¥ See Appendix 11, Buddhist Chronicles, x
G '_'éa Compnre Vishnn Purhna, Book IV, chap, xxiv., with Mahawanso, chap.
Bt el 408 . )
YA The fact of the exile is a little unecertain,  Tn the Buddhist chronicle he is
L seid to have been‘-appoiritnd governor of Ujain, in the southern part of Rajpoo-
| tana, mot far from the river Nerbudda; but the appointment fo so remote a
fike? ..p._i-ov-iﬁcc-may,lmve been e_quivalent to exile, and probably was o pious inyention
' of the monkish chroniclex to cover the disgrace of exile, and to vepresent Asoka as
(i Uthe o of the Raja who preceded him/ on the throne, = The Chinese traveller,
7 Hiouen-Thsang, velntos that Asoka established at Ujain & place of punishment,
o whieh was called Tell, becanse criminals were subjected to the same tortures in
‘this lifo to which the wicked are subjected. The story proves nothing, and is

sseeure, Tt has been fixed in the sixth century CHAPTRR Y.

equal probability, be thrust back arothor himdrad 0L

lepha,nts of Porus on the banks of the Jhelum—

fhirough extraordinary adventures and large experi-

info exile like another Rama.™ He is sald to have

Misty age froy Gl
coding Asoka, |




'ﬂ-q—--——wn

-pr{mnce of U]am, amd subsoquontly %0 ha.ve; Sup:' |
pressed a revolt in Taxila in the Punjab, Du‘rmg |
his wanderings he fell in love with a beautiful
princess, named Devi, by whom he became the;-'
father of a son and a daughter, who were famous in
later Buddhist tradition as the missionaries whnig‘,
i first plcmted Buddhism in the island of Ceylon® =
' Bundrokotos The main ineidents of Asoka’s early earcer t}ms
‘1 eompared,
present a strange similarity to those vecorded of
Sandrokottos by Greek writers.  Sandrokottos.
was also an exiled prince from Pa,hh-putra, and
he ultimately drove the Greeks from Taxila
Again, Asoka usurped a throne and founded an’
empire ; so did Sandrokottos.  Asoka orlsr'um]ly
.prof(,ssed the Brahmanical religion, and then ems-
braced the more practical religion of the ediets.
Sandrokottos sacrificed to the gods in Prahmﬂn{{
ical fashion; but he also held a great asserably
gvery year, in which every discov ery was dig
cussed which was likely to prove benecficial to the
earth, to mankind, or fo animals generally. There
18 no necessity, perhaps, for laying an undue _stresa-_.:
upon this resemblance ; but still it would be a '«
startling coincidence if the great sovereign, whose -
religion of duty without deity has been engraven .
for more than twenty centuries on the rocks and
pillars of India, should prove to be the same prince
who met Alexander at Taxila, who oﬁ"uldcd the_

pr obably a monkish Iagend Such gtories of Buddhist saints may be edlf}'mg t[) :
pious Buddhists, but are worthless to the historian. Fah-Hian relplea 3 sumewhat ]
sumilar story.  See chap. xxxii., Beale's Translation, '
% The brother and sister are respectively named Mahendra and Sanv‘t:nmltrﬁ
~ The story of their mission, surronnded with the usual halo of pious fabln. ma} ue
found in the Mahawuuso, clmp Y. :




sumptmn, Who expelled the G‘I’G@]xs from the Poua,b

« m'liw the wars of Alexander’s successors, o

.'-timately IIl"LI‘i‘l(}tl the da,uwhter of Seleukos. NJ.- e

kator. | I

- The accession of Awka 1o the throne was swml Asoka's,
‘sion to the

ized by a terrible fr agedy, which is only briefly Wraug sl

ndicated in Buddhist tradition. The old Raja, =

?'-'allefred father, was mortally sick in the royal |

alace at Patah~putm. The d} ing sovereign sent

¢ his eldest son Susfma, who commanded in the

Jab to _mwctod him on the throne. A%uk&,

aver, appenred in the stead of his elder brother

. the Raja was so exasperated that he burst a

yod-vessel and perished on the spot. Asoka is

id to have had a hundred brothers, and to have

n them all save one. The statement is pr obqbly '

'y "th, butb it sufﬁmently indicates the perpetration |

no of those wholesale massacres which are of |

requent occuirence in rlynas-:ttc revolutions in

\siatic kmtrdmns._ Susima was certainly slain, and

death was followed by an incident, which

wts a darker colouring to the tragedy. The

owest class of people in all Hindustan are the

thanddlas. Their touch, their breath, their very

wesence, is pollution. They are scavengers and

exet,utmnm's, and they live like lepers in separate

‘yillages. When prince Susima was murdered, his i

‘widow was about to become a mother; but R

. succeeded in effecting her escape from the palace, G

and found a refuge in a village of the Chandilas,

| where she gave birth to a son, and dwelt for seven

\years. The princess and her misfortunes have

_Paw‘d into oblwum, but the untold agony of l;m:




Conmrmm of
&séka

upon the chamcter of Asoka. Strmwely enmwh |

" her son is said to have become a monk, and t_a have'
converted Asoka to the Buddhmtl fa.lth.- | 'Phxs.i.'-:;, o
startling btory' is not altogether impossible. The | .°

ill-fatod prince, the rrmndson of a Rya, brought npff
amongst Chanddlas, had no other career open to

| him but that of a religious mendicant ; and he was ||
doubtless glad to forget his sorrows in the seclusmn,_;_

of a monastery. That he should have ultlma.tely-'___
effected the conversion of his uqmpmw uncle is. &

pious, legend, s which it is impossible o pro-»---"-'"'" -

nounce an opmlon B

An unknown interval of scme year—s elapseg
between the accession and the conversion of Asoka.
During the early portion of this interval, whilst the =
widowed princess and her infant son were sbill
dwelling amongst the Chanddlas, Asoka was pure

suing a career of conquest resembling that of San.
drokottos. The extent of his empire is indicated Dby

his edicts. It took in the whole of lhndustan,._,--' :

the Punjab, and Affghanistan, from the Bay o |

Bengal to the Indian Ocean, and from the river ':;':_'
Nerbudda to the mountains of Cashmere. Hig @

frontier on  the north-west was formed by the
western Himalayas, known as the Hindu Kush,
which rendered his empire conterminous with that
of the Greek sovereigns of Bactria, Here, in the -

neighbourhood of the Hindd Kiish and the Oxus,

were doubtless to be found the outer ecities and
fastnesses of his so-called brother and sister of the
dynasty of the Seleukidae.” i

Pty AL

*! Mahawanso, chap. v_.-,'gt seq. % Appendix I., Ediets of Asoka, T aﬁlet 1’




" 'I‘he hecular (,haracter 'of Asok& may be ,,mf'erred cmmm V.

'-Jr-—

from that of Swndrokottos, for even if thcey are to Seoular charac.

be egau'ded as two distinet lHleldurﬂS, it 18 certam ol

_'hat they are men of the same stamp, the same chm"“”?‘.l
-culture and the same surroundmcrs. .Sandrnlcottos”
was in such constant fear of tre&mhwy that he never
'ﬁilopt in tho day time, and frequently changed his
bed-chamber at night ; and the same may be 1nf01 red
of | Asoka who had ascended the throne by the
murcler of all his brethren, and must have been
hreatened by enemies of every kind. Sandrokottos
a8 devoted to the pleasures of the harem, and the
same may be inferred of Asoka ; for whilst there is

an allusion in the Buddhist chronwle to the sixteen
nsand women of his palace, and to his fondness

u hand-maid in his old age,” there is throughout
the edicts a significant absence of all m[urvu(,e to
thasa seénsual mdul gences which were the character-
istios of the age.™ Sandrokottos went out occasion-
ly to hunt Wifh his women ; and Asoka may have
dﬁnze'fthe same, for in his edicts he refers to the

p _asures of huntln travelling, and marriage.
gain, both soverewm resided in the vast city

f Patali-putra, with 1ts wooden walls manned with
archers, and its open moat which served both as a

" means of defence and a common sewer, and must

. have occasioned much pestilence and fever, espe-
eially under the alternate conditions of an Indian
-_'.f-suu and Indian rains. |

It 18 however the religious phase in \ the chamoter

A8 Mahawanso, pﬂoes 27, 122 : :
; 3 The lax morality of the age is proved by the reference to courtesans in the
g hf‘e of Gotama Buddha and the Sanskrit drama, . It 15 also reflected in fhe
& smﬂptures at' Sanchi and Amravati. See the valuable photugmphs in My Fergus-
L Rons: Trcu and Serpent Worship.



,Resliwi‘mw cha~
L'Of Agoka,

J_'.‘.Oha. o of
! ;p,pxrimul nature:

revolh ab sacris

,’IER Vi

of' Asnka which is mvested Wﬁ;h the deepest m{erest. | -
Indeed, the process must always be worthy of study?:jl

which could transform a nsurper and murderer into

a philanthropist imbued with the proselytizing spirit
of Buddhism. In the early years of his reign he
was in the coustant practice of almsgiving and
sacrifice.  According to the Buddhist chronicle he
fed sixty thousand Brahmans daily ®  According to.
 the edicts he daily sacrificed hundreds of thousands =
of animals for “ virtuous purposes.” ® Theso state-
ments are probably exaggerations, but they are pra-f"__' L
cisely similar to the stories which are still toldiof
. wealthy Hindd sinners.”  Almsgiving and sacrifice
have been regarded as expiations for sin from thdf.‘l’l-.'_
. earliest age of B1 ahmanical teaching ; and when Bl (3
excitement of revolution and conquest had begun to s
subside, it was only natural that Asoka shcmldif -

endeavour to expiate his sing after the old 0011._‘?311-,3:."5", i
tional fashion. L

Tt was at this period of his career that the spirit: i
ual nature of Asoka underwent an entire change.

The man of violence and slaughter shuddered at the
sight of blood and suffemng. The usurper an 1

murderer doubted the justice which dema_ud_e,d,tl._lf.;yj;-f' |
innocent animals should be slain for the expiation of =
his own crimes.  Nor was this revulsion of feeling

_cgnﬁned to Ab()]r&, it was the g]_owma publw

opinion of the age. 'The revolt of humanity against
sacrifices fouud a still more indignant expression =
in the language of the Hebrew prophets than in the

35 See Appendix 1L
3 Seo Appemht L., Edicts of Asoka, Tablet 1. '
¥ This is es;muallv the cage in Bengal where goats and ki :'«. are st:ll sacnﬁced

by zhommmds to t‘he goddess Kali or Durgh.




0 ) I Ra rtw--.'-@.“iI,hava'_ ' esu'e.d mcmy cu_z_s_pzmu f_: _.
d not sa,cnhce' the knowledwe of God more than f;g'g%;‘ﬁm%
nt. oﬁ’ermws ” 8 The conversion of A.bOkd,, how- s

ver, "WELS not effected in a moment, The oscillation
'f_sentlment finds full expression in the confused
language of the first edict. But when he had faiely
"""ccpted the idea he was agitated by no further

esitation. Henceforth he was bent on expiating

¢ than by austerities or sacrifices; by the accu-
ion of good works rather than by the slaughter

._'a" ene1 gy W Inch had enahkd Abt)]{"b to usur L9 )'mlmw‘pmm“l“_

gt lon 03

as de the establmhml teachers, who he.d been tole1 ant
"_1qu1ty, and appointed teachers of his own with
magisterial powers to enforce the fulfilment of duty.

he great yearly as:aemb]y of Sandrokottos finds no
direct expression in the edicts, but it is in perfeet
accordance with all the measures which were estab-
lished by the edicts. It is not an outgrowth of
'JBrahmamcal ritualism, nor of the Luddhlb’f law of
-.,the wheel, but of Dharma, aund Dharma alone. e
Byt the religion of Asoka, with all its practical Avssice st asing 1\

AR i Dsryns.
j;_;1;,;1':"(';,1:;;“_1_1.1;_y, was wanting in that spiritual life which is -

A _'3_.“; Hosea vi. 6. Compare also Micoh vi. 6, 7; Isaiah i, 1014, .




'HAPTERV asqoc,nued WIth a consmousness of delty Vn tue_-., }
| ' was practised, not merely because it was right, but
for the sake of reward; vice was eschewed, not merely! ' -

Bi ahmnmsni to

_ because it was wrong, but from fear of pum_shmt,nt.._'
To this day there is much spontaneous goodness

amongst Buddhists ; but still there is much that

springs from a recognition of the law of merits and
demerits, rather than from a pure love for our fellow-

creatures.  In a word, the conception of deity is
wanting ; and without deity there can be no heroism
and no devotion, The idea of God loving man;and =
that of man loving God, are essential to the rehmousf; T

of humanity.

'beyond the bare fact that in drifting further and

The remaining history of Asoka is utterly lost A

further from IEraTlm%m.sm he at last avowed mrn»f__'. =
self a convert to Buddhlbm, and embraced' the

three gems-—Buddha, the Law, and the Assembly.
The circumstances which attended this final pro<.
fession of faith are unknown. Nothing has been
preserved beyond a single inscription, addressed"-
apparomtlv to the Buddhist assembly of monks at
Magadha, in which he declares that he accepts all the
precepts of Buddha, and requires them to be regarded
as law.” It will be scen, however, that he does not
recognize the law of the Wheol, or in any way e_xpregs-' |
his approbation of monastic vows. Asoka, however,
18 celebrated in all Buddhist eountries as the liberal
builder of numerous vihdras for the accommodation
of Srdmans, and especially for the construction of
very many stupas, or memorial towers of Gdtama
Buddha® According to the Buddlmt chr omele he

39 %ce the Bhadra inseription in Appendix I., Edicts of Asoka,
€ It is not impossible that Asoka was the ﬁrst king who erected memorial



in the, year B.C. 288 at the age of ezghtyatwo omwxmv
- The death of Asoka was followed by a blank of Deatl of M?“‘*’_'_.';'f ;
Intervabof.
valley of the Glanges was teeming with population ; ML
‘but they seem to have lived on from generation to R R
generation, untouched and unchanged by the in-
Hluences at work in the outer WOI‘ld Dynastic
revolutions may have agitated courts, but they had |
| o effect upon the masses. The development of
Buddhism may have imparted a new religious
lourmg to the people, but otherwise the natloml
e was unchanged. s
The historical notices. of India during this long }g;:}ggfi}lg‘;;;w” A
interval may be briefly oxpressed In the second o ™" %
sentury before the Christian era the Greek sove-
gns of Bactria had been pushed further and further
th by the Tochari Scythians, and had finally
drsappea.red from the scene. Shortly before the
commiencement of the Cliristian era, Kanishka, the
famous Buddhist king of the Yuchi, or Tochari
Seythians, established an empire over Affghanistan,
the Punjab, R'a.Jpootana, and the upper valloys of the

amna and Ganges, and then disappeared like the

Greeks. The annals of India during this period
_have shrivelled into names. b o ancient

| Hindd sovereigns may be summoned upon the stage
i el astory but they appear as bloodless spectres of
. the past. Vikramaditya defeated the Tochari

- Seythians, and left his era of B.c. 56, which is still
 maintained throughout Hindustan. Salivdhdna ap-

" tewers for the reception of sacred relics,  Artian stotes decidedly that the Hindas

. allowed no monuments to he reared in honour of deceased persons (India, chap.
R It has olready been indicated that the stupas said to have been evected by
3 _-Gatan_;a-Bildtlh;l were mythical, | See ante, page 140,

:’:i?efl G&Iltlll'lf‘s. FI'(}TI'L BCy 300 o 5 Vi 400 the seven centuries
} &fterABolm



avsny. pears as the champion of the Bréhmans against the -
"7 Buddhists, and has left his era of A.p. 77, whichis =
still maintained throughout the Dekkan.* The S4h
kings reigned at Guzerat, nd the Gupta kings
reigned at Magadha, = Future discoveries may
breathe a new life into these dry bones of hlgtory’ b ._
“but until then the dynasties of Indian kings are U e
little more moment to the historian of humanity than {
the half-forgotten lists of old Egyptian Pharachad 1
 Greek culture left no impression on the life of the =
Hindds; it is to bo traced only in the ruins of the .
past. Seythian culture is discernible amongst the
Rajpoots ; but the fact leads to no certain historical .
inferences. Merchants came from the east alldweﬁfﬁ
and carried away traditions of Bréhman priests and
Buddhist monks; ® but India continued to llvema
world of her own, and cared nothing for the ideas or =
the people that came from beyond the seas.® i

#1 The ancient wars between Aryans and Scytidans are probably historical.
The struggle, however, has also been symbolized into ‘an aptagonism between the gl
Buahmans and Buddhists, which apparently helongs to a much later period, o

£ Archwologists ave the pionesrs of history, and there are many who will
occtpy a lasting place in the history of historical research, althuugh their labouss, '
are not as yet available to the histovian. Mr Thomas's essay on the dynasty of
the $ah kings of Surhshira is a model of laborions research and careful eriticism..
fee Journal of the Royal Asiatic Sveiety, vol. xil, p. 1. e

# About A, 200 Clemens of Alexandria describes both Bralmans and Sriman,
¢ The Bréhmans,” he says, * are worshippers of Herakles and Pang wlhilst the

 Sraunans and Brimands [i. ¢, Buddhist monks and nuns] worship certain pyramiadsy
which they believe to contain the bones of some god.”  This deseription is sufi-
ciently accurate. Iernkles and Pan were identical with Yishou and diva; and the
bones worshipped in pyramids are the relics preseryed as honoured memorials of
Gétama Buddha and his more famous disciples, Porphyxy, who flourished about
A D, 800, furnishes more details. ¢ The Brahmans,” he says, ¢ form a family or
tribe ; the Srhmans ave a mixture of all classes, The Sramuns shave their heads'
and wear funics ; atid abandon their families and property to livein colleges outside
tho ecity walls.  They spend their time in holy conversation, and receive daily
doles of rice from the king This account previsely agrees with that of the
Chinese travellers, which is about to be brought under review. S

. 1 'The colony of Syrian Ohristians in Malabar might seem to form an excep-
tion fo this statement, But the Syrian Christians, like the Parsecs of Bombay,
huve always oxisted a4 an isolated community. ; AN




At the commencement a the fifth eentury of the Cfl_}jjgjig W
C}‘hr:stmn era,. whilst Alaric and his Goths were };’;?";‘flj‘;f ol
hreatening imperial Romo, five Buddhist monks®* "
Afrom China made their appearance in the Puluja,}J.

The event is in every way remarkable. The
____.'.yiallow complexioned Chinese,. with their broad

. heads, high cheek-bones, and small eyes, were
pmbably not unfamiliar to the Hindds; and traders

_:-,._a,nci seamen from’ the land of Han seem to have

visited India from time immemorial.  But the

Mhinese strangers in the Punjab appeared in a very

Uﬂereut capacity, They were humble and' sober-

minded muan, warmly interested in Buddha and

he law, and anxious for Buddhist scriptures and

mages, which they wished to copy and carry away

heir own land. |
The extension of Buddhism to China 15 an %ﬁfﬁi‘}?}ﬁ'ﬁg iy
""‘-tercstlng event in religious history. The mis- ™"
maries of Asoka had been the pioneers of Bud-

ism in an age whon Judea was still governed by
ﬁ&_.,_,'wu hmh -priest and Sanhedrim, and was busily
gaged in rebuilding the temple and .restoring
£ élaw The zealous Srdmans of Magadha had
m&dethmr way from the Gangetic valley to the
':"Piinjab' thence through the Khyber Pass into
. Cabul ; and finally Sursiedielie law of Buddha over
the western Himalayas into the remote kingdoms
‘of Twkistan and' Mongolia. The story of these
mfsswnarv operations is lost to the world * Little
is known beyond the significant fact that during
. 'the unrecorded centuries which followed the death_
of Asoka, the it momhty and. monastic teaching

#

-

i Sae Appendlx L4 1 Bwidlust Chmnu rles,
16 '




. Tsolation of
5 Ohinese Bud-
(| s,

i

annals of man. Rome had completed the cor’iqties;tj
of Ttaly, and grown into a colossal empire, which |
has left a4 heritage of history for all time. Chrig

tianity had been planted in Judeea and Ga-'lil'ee',' amd |
embraced by the Roman empire; and was already
beginning to regenerate humanity. Meantime the =
religion of Buddha had spread from the Ganges to -
_ the Osus and Jaxartes; and was still extending

further and further beyond the northern slopes e

the Himalayas towards the mountains of Altai.

But the Buddhism of China was for centuries

isolated from that of India. = The intermediate
region was one of the most diffieult on the face of
the earth. The passes of the Hindu Kiish, the
precipices of the mountains of Kashghar, and the
terrors of the great desert of Gobi, ivere-barriers'__ ot
all general communication ; whilst the intermittent

wars between the Tartars and Chinese seem %ol

have stopped the current of missionary operations.
Meantime the Buddhist traditions had grown dim,
and the teaching had become confused. Many
Chinese Srdmans were craving for more light' and
more knowledge. No Buddhist scriptures were
procurable ; and the precepts of monastic diseipline,
which had been preserved by oral communication,
were imperfect and few. Bome of the more zealous
Sramans yearned to behold the holy land of Ma-
gadha, in which the glorious Buddha had preached
the incomparable law; and to obtain, if possible,
copies of the sacred books in the very localities n

of Gétama found their way into the heart of China, '
"and laid a firm hold upon the active mngmdtmns s
of Tartars and Chinese. The western world had
heon the theatre of the grandest events in the .




_he Ieadt,r of that little band was one of those }Q;{‘;ﬂa‘g af

wn heroes in the history of humanity, whose bk
ories have for ages died out of the world, but
are yet deserving of a permanent place on the
of fame. His name was Fah-Hian. He was
ive of Tehang’an, in northern China; a city
ehf-"Waq formerly the capltal of ‘rhe pmv]nce of

rs’imans Who succwdod in eff’ectmw the Ol)JCCt of
1s mission.* - | it
. The march of Fah-Hian and his COIH]}&HI()]’I&:M";"“;‘tf;'%f:ll‘b;
'frcm Chma. to India was a marvel of indomitable ”‘“d“e“?f
nergy. In one respeet they had an advantage i

over all other travellers. Buddhism ﬂummhed

e l’i]gumna‘e of Fah-Hian; from the French edition of th( Foe koue ki of
'MM ‘Remusat, Klaproth, and Landresse.  Calentta, 1848, Travels of Fal-Ilian
“and Sung-Yun, Buddhist pilgrims from China to Tndia, by 8. Beal. Tritbner &
(A) 1869, My Boal's unpretending volume is o treasury of valuable information,
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more or less throurrhout the WhOIP‘ mtermedmt@‘
" region; and the }@How robes of the Srdman Wer’eéf.-_E il
not only a suflicient protection from 10bbers, s
secured from the rich and powerful an ample supply

of such simple necessaries as were required on the

way. The great desert of Gobi was the ﬁlﬁt
gerious obstacle which the pilgrims encountered. It
has indeed been the terror of all later travellers, from

Marco Polo downwards. The dreary waste was
supposed to be haunted - by demons. T]_J_e slmpco_'_ {
winds blew so fiercely over the sands that not a

beast or a bird could be seen. As far as the eygi-_".
could reach there was nothing but desert, qfrowud'_ i

here and there with the bld,uchf;,d bones of men
who had perished by the way. But after seventeen

days of ftoil and anxiety they passed in safety

il The Tartars.

through the perilous solitudes, and once more found
thermolvos amongst the habitations of man¥ i
On leaving the desert the travellers pushed onr“ :
through a rugged and barren region towards the
remote kingdom of Khotan. The people on the
way were all Tartars, more or less under the in-
fluence of Chinese culture. The shape of their dress
was like that of the Chinese, but they wore felts and
woollens instead of blue cottons. They spoke differ-
ent dialects of the Tartar language. They were all
inclined to Buddhism after the Indian schools; and
the Srdmans of the country studied the Buddhist
seriptures in the Indian langnage ;* but they helong-

ed ouly to the elementary form of Buddhism known_- T

as the little Vehicle. The Uigtir people offered no

47 Fah-Hian, chap, i,

% 'This Indian language was either Pali or Sanskrit, Probably i referred to
both. . s




.ﬁbstructmn to the pllgnm% Fa.h Hlan had obta.med
& pass which procured from the king of the Uigtrs

the country heyond the Uigirs was long, difficult,
~ 'and desolate. The unfortunate ])110‘1'11‘113 endured
"_the utmost migery in crossing rivers and scaling

. mountains. At last they auccee\led in reaching the

. kingdom of Khotan; and there for a while their
, ,-.;';-:tmls were over., The laity of Khotan were ex-
_-.--?_.-tremely WO&lﬂly, and the kingdom was a strong-
. hold of Buddhist culture according to the great
:;:'f'f';Vehlde "

0 he distinction between the little and oreat
-"fVﬁ‘lucIes is one of considerable significance in deal-
:,:mg with rehgmus development. The little Vehicle
| was an expression of practical Buddhism ; and dealt
. more with moral rules, and minor and precise pre-
' """-_.-cepts of discipline. The great Vehicle was an ex-
pression of intellectual Buddhism ; and dealt more
‘with metaphysical bpecu]atmn, 5p1r1tua1 abstraction,
and psychological analysis. The monks of the 11ttle
Vehiele laid the most stress upon abstinence and
| restraint; those of the great Vehicle upon contem-
;;"‘p]gt'i'on and study. The practices of the little
| Vehicle were more adapted to humanity in its

i .cluldhood ‘those of the great Vehicle to the higher

s forms of mental culture It would thus seem

‘that the monks of the little Vehicle were striving
(after heaven; whilst the wmonks of the great
Vehicle were striving after Nirvana.”

4 Pah-Hian, chap, ii.

0 The Sanskrit names for the little and great Vehicles were Hinayhna and
| Mahfiyana. Mr Beal, in the introduction to his translation of Fah.Hian, furnishes
5% some interesting observations on the two Vehicles. See Introd. part iv, et seq,

A Compare also M, Saint Hilaire, ‘“Le Bouddha et sa Religion,” Part IL,, chap. iii,
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" a hospitable reception for the Whole party. But |

The littleand
great Vehicles.



i '-'.Rehgmus g
L tadls supplied
'_hy Fah- Hlatl.

b Kingﬂnm of
_ Kh(sl a,

Fach Sanghdrdma contained numerous apartment

TORY O1' TNDIA,

for the social life of the people, excepting so far as
it was associated with their religious aspects. ‘He i
noticed with pious joy that the Illhablf&ﬂtb of Khotan
took! especial pleasure in the performance of their
religious duties. e observed fhat they built - thew\-_']-"_- |
houses in clusters; but adds that stupas, or towers,
were constructed before their doors ; and that addi-
tional apartments in each house were set apart fnr'i:
the entertainment of foreign Srdmans. The Sang-
_ hérdmas, or colleges of Buddhist monks, particularly

attracted hig admiration. 'These institutions mdl-»"_-"'._'
cate the vast dovdopment which Buddhism had |
- gone through since the days of Sikya Muni.  The |

house, or Vihdra, had grown into a wllewo, or Sang-
hardma. The monks were no longer distributed into.
little communities, but formed m'i..o largo universitios.

for resident Srdmans, together with sarroundi
moundb, and a chapel or hall for the: Sanuh‘i
assembly.’

Fah-Hian and his companions were received W1t11
peculiar consideration by the king of Khotan, pos-'.__f
sibly because they were Srdmans from China. They

were lodged in o large Sanghdrdma, which was

named Giémati, and enjoyed the special favour of
the sovercign. 'This royal college contained three

thousand monks, all of whom belonged to the g”i‘ea’n

Vehicle.  Fah-Hian now appears to have witnessed
the superior spiritual life of the followers of the
great Vehicle for the first time. Lbl?(‘blﬂﬂy he

8 The three gems,~ Bnddha, the Law and the Assem bly,—~knoywn as Buﬂdha,.
Dhurmaa, and Sanghn,~-had now a substantive existence, -

I1 ali- Hmn was a truo Smmm. He ha,d no 93 os'; i



';._noticed“the pious order aud sﬂenee that was main-
tained during the daily meal. At the sound of the
“gong, the whole of the three thousand Srdmans as-
~sembled in the dining-hall, and took their seats one

5"‘iprlety Not a sound was to be heard. No noise
was made with the bowls, and there was no chatter-
"'i.ng amongst the monks, If a Srdman required food,
TZ--_-hc{& merely made asign with his fingers, and was then
_supplied.”

Hore it may be remarked that Fah-Hian was not
ily anxious to secure copies of the Buddhist serip-
tures, but to ascertain the more orthodox forms of
religious practice. He duly notices the worship of
velios, and the construction of stupas, monasteries,
- and colleges; and it will be seen hereafter that he
f’__]lec‘ted images as well as sacred writings. The
processions at Khotan would thus present peculiar
 attractions to the Chinese pilgrim ; and they serve to
recall to modern readers the extracudmmy pictares
f ancient life which still hno'els on in modern Hin-
pism. There were fourteen large Sanghdrdmas in
the capital, besides smaller ones; and cach of the
 fourteen had its own processmn and a separate day
- for it. 'The first procession was that of the royal
Gémati college, and will serye as a typé of all. The
. streets were swept and watered, and decorated with
.~ garlands and banners. A pavilion was set up over

the chief gate of the city for the reception of the
- king and all his ladies. Meantime, about three

82 Jah-Hian, chap, i,

aftor the other with the utmost decorum and pro-

@L
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i s ah-Hlan halted more than three months at Procesions of
images of Buds

Chotan, in order to witness the processions of images, "




HAPIER v, quarters of a mile from the city, the priests of t]m

Gémati college had construeted a large four-wheeled
car, about thirty-five feet in height, which resembled
~a royal palace. This car was adorned with ‘gold,
silver, and precious stones ; and decorated with silken i fi
streamers, flags, and curtains. A golden image of +
Gétama Buddha was placed upright in the centre, STy
Cwith two Bédhisatwas in attendance, whilst images
of all the gods were placed around.”® All these
images were made of gold and silver ; whilst glitter-
Ang gems were }mng around them. The ca'r;w-ds
then conducted by a procession of Sramans towards
the city. ' When it was within a hundred paces of
the chief gate, the king descended from the pavilion, . .
and laid aside his royal diadem, and ‘arrayed him-
self in new garments, He then took ﬂowers:aﬁrd?l
incense in his hands, and went forth with bare
feet to meet the procession of Srdmans, followed by
all his suite. On reaching the ecar he paid his =
adoration to Buddha by bowing his head to the
ground ; and then scattered flowers and burnt m- il
cense before the car, When- the car reached the mty ot
the ladies in the payvilion threw down flowers in
endless variety. In this manner each procession

* The Bodhisatwa is a being who has arvived at supreme wisdim (Bédhi),
and yet consents fo remain as a creature (satwa) for the good of men,  The B6d s
hisatwas were originally men of eminent pioty ; but under the later sysiem, they
| Were imaginary beings idealized under certain forms, and possessed of certain dis- .
. tinct attributes.—Beal, Travels of Fah-Hian, chap. iv., note. 2 a3

. I'he gods were apparently placed in the car to enable them to pay homage to
Buddba, This is & favourite idea of the Buddhists, but must have originally
given considerable offence to the Brahmans, These deities do not include tho
materialistic gods and goddesses, of whom Vishnu and Siva were the types ; but
~ the old Vedic group of deified spirits of the elements, of whom Inded was the divine
- sovereign. The association of these Vedie deities with Gétama Buddha is frequent

in Burma; but there are no traces of Vishinu or Siva, G,



I_-_muwht to a closo, the whole festwal lastmg oH mmv

irteen days.™ | . |
From Khotan, _,I*ah-Hlan and lus compa.mons anquenmtﬂ! IS

Al expiation a
roceeded to Karfchou, where the king was per- farehon

forming another great ceremony in connection with
Buddhmm This was the quinquennial expiation
ordered by the third edict of Raja Priyadarsi®® The
king of Kartchou had invited the attendance of the
émans of every land. The great council- hall of
16 monks was decorated with silken flags and
mopies. In the centre was erected a draped throne,
lorned with gold and silver lotos flowers; and
hind the t-hrone were arranged the seats for
e Srdmans.’®  When all were assembled the king
d his ministers made their offerings of wool]ena
_d,-_-'other things necessary for the “monks. . The
king and all hls nobles and ministers then presented
ieir horses and trappings to the assembly; but
edeemed them afterwards by paying up the value.’” A
After leaving Kartchou the Chinese pilgrims Pmnirt;t&gpe kg
mm(,nced tho most dangerous part of the whole it o

ﬁﬁ:mcely be reahzed Thc mountalm were suppnmed
shelter enormous dragons, who would spit their
, mon on all who chanced to offend them. Ou the

% Fah-Hian, c,hap i,

185 See Appendix I., Edicts of Asoka, Tablet iii. _ g
198, Bee the lerrcndtny account of the first Synod, Appendix I1,, Buddhist chron-
';elrw

- “" Pl Hian, chaps, iv., v.



' 'leyéna, A
S\mt country

2 v. Bolor mountains travellers ofton perished from the
wind, rain, and snow, and the drift of sand and
g,mve] The steep crags and precipices of the"ls'
Hindu Kuish were pqua]ly terriblg” The mountaing
 were often huge walls of stone, thousands of feet in
height. To look over the edge would turn the':- it
strongest brain, whilst at the slightest slip thq_,.
unwary pilgrim would be dashed to picces on the
rocks below. At the foot of the .mountains was |
the river Indus, It was approached by seven hun-
dred steps which had been cut in the rock in ancient
times; and it could only be crossed by one of those
swinging bridges of rope, which are still in use in.
‘that qualter and are dangerous in the ottreme td_l
the mexpuwncod traveller.” R
It is unnecessary to follow Fah- Hian throug‘hff{
Udydna and the Swat country info the Pun‘]abf:"iﬁf_“'
proper. The land is strewed with the ruins of '
Buddhism, but Buddhism itself has - passed away
with the advance of Islam. The localities were =
famous for exaggerated ]ég(,nds, which may --Still:'ff
prove of interest to the pious Buddhist, but are
worthless for all historical purposes.” Relms off':'_]:“--

% PFah-Iian, chaps. vi,; vil. it
59 Buddhist legends may possibly yield more interesting rPsultB to speclal“'- e
students in Buddhist lore, and may be studied in the learned works of Burnonfy |
Julien, and Saint Hilaire. Butin general they are mere anggemtions of moraland - .
religious teaching. The legends of Gidtama Buddha giving away his fesh, |
whethu to feed w starving tiger, or to saticty a hawk which will otherwise deyour
a dove, are strained instances of benevolence which are revolting to Europesn
tastes ;- whilst other prodigies and miracles of a4 supernatural character, a]reudy o
Indlcaued in dealing with the life of Gotama Buddha, may be passed over in
Hensa | X 20 seem to be invested with a semi-listorical valug, which fades away
on hLlng analyzed The story of Kuunéla, the son of ﬁaoka, belongs o this
category. It occupies ten quarto pages in Burnouf's ¢ Buddhisme Indien,"
but may be summed up in & few sentences. One of Asoka’s queens fell in
love with the beautiful eyes of Kunala, but he refused to listen to her advances.
- He was subscquently sent to Takshasila, the Taxila of the Greeks, to govern the!




