i H;smfw on proached Duryodhaua, ‘and wi tha i
IN_D!_L_&« . thigh was broken, he cneél out 0 the Pandzwa& s In ﬁght-- i
- ing with the maco, it is contrary to all rule to sin ke below:
the waist ; and since in an open contest for the Raj, yon are |
il | Vpuilty of foul pla,y, and transgress the laws of the combat, T
" 'z_;mrgm re will slay you all.” And Balardma ook the plonghsha,re and
'ﬁrxdsﬁ'&qa:mgutl; is the pestle, which he always carried with him ag his Wr;u.ponw G
! rfi‘ﬁ:‘:f:.‘i ' and prepared to attack the d4ndavas, and they all fled from
! hefore himj; and he pursued them i great wrath, when
lracjﬁﬁt:n defends Krishna caught him in hls//&rms, and said ;== 0 brother, __
_ these Pé.nda.v&s are our kinsmen and are workhy men ; and
| in the present case’ Bhima has not transgressed the rule of
fighting, because Duryodhana had long ago incurred the
* blame by foul play with the dice, when Bhima swore in the
presence both of Duryodhana and Yudhishthira, that he
‘would break the thigh of Duryodhana, and he has now only
fulfilled his vow : Moreover, the Kauravas are all slain and,
i gone, and if you now slaughter the Pindavas to whom will
Balavimin de- | you give the Raj 72 Balardma answered :— YXon my that
o BUia. 1 oq0 men are in the right 3 but how counld I look on and
i see Bhima set his foot upon the head of Duryodhana? ”
i ﬁﬁﬁ.:a exenses And Krishna tried his best to explain away the evil act; and
, he refused to release Balardma until he had sworn to work
no further ill against the Péndavas ; and Balardma made the
promise and was releaged, and he immediately mou |1ted hlrs )
il chariot, and went his way to Dwiraké. '
f”_igglm; iven | When Bularfma had departed from the plain of Km'uL-
thira, ghotra, Bhima came forward and threw himself at the foot
of Rajo. Yudhishthira, and implored pardon for the evil ke
had committed against Duryodhana ; and Krishna and Ar-
juna, and all the resh who were preseny, came up and &0«
licited the Raja for his forgivenmess, which at last they
it Pindnvas, Obtained, Then they all went in a body to the spot where
fg W BEE Daryodhana was lying, and they sat down around Thim,

see Dnryod
g:f;f;imhmﬁms Duryodhana then charged Krishna with having been the
| between DRt cause of the death of Drona, and the death of Karna, and
i with having given the signal to Bhima to strike him on the

thigh contrary to the rulea of fair fighting; and Krishna




| the wky ; and when the Pindavas perceived these things, their

I reﬁm'be& by racaplhula.tmfr all the wrongs commwted by 1ts'roh.ir. i‘
Dm*s’oﬂ}mna. agninst his kinsmen, and especially with' the I,ﬁ.[%
. affront offered tfo Drlmpadl, and the cruel murder of the —+ :
~ stripling Abhimanyn. Duryodhana replied ¢ I governed
my Raj with so much justice that the wolf and the lamb
drank water from the same pond, and none ever dermanded
‘& thing from me that I did not bestow upon him : No one
s ‘before moe had conducted a government so well ag myself, = ‘,f. f’ Rl
e will any one who may follow me be able to equal it ; U
and I now bescoch the Abmghty that he will give me in | S
.otermty that lot which shall be the just vetribution of my con- b
duct”?  Whilst Duryodhana was thus spe paking, flowers fe]l Mo ustations

of the divine. 1/ 00

| approval of |
:from heasven upon his head, and celestial music was heard in D‘fﬁyouuam

e

1 'fa.cea- all turned pale, and they were seizpd with trembling,

" Mhen Krla}mw, seeing that the Pindavas were all down- Krishng eons
i X solod! the Pamdas
- hea.rted, gatd to them »~*¢ You are now become Rai jas, and vas, :m%ﬁn
clanns

‘have obtained the Raj at tha_pﬁint of your own swords, o
 what is it therefore that you fear ®  Take the government

mbo your own hunds, and administer justice to the ryets

. and bo all those who are oppressed, and for all your good

efforts God will veward you in the other world””  Krishna _

‘then sounded his shell with all his might, and proclaimed the

. reign of Raja Yudhishthira; and he made known that all

. who had risked their lives in support of the Raja should be

 exalted with due honours and rewards. And all the people
_W]m were present rq}mced greatly, and filled the air with

their acclamatmns, crying out :— Liong live Ral}a, Yudhish~

1 thara | \

1 Aftor #his the P éudavas and their friends mounted their The | mndm.s

‘ od 1o the
chariots and proceeded towards the camp of the Kauravas, sampofthe |

leaving a few persons behind to lock after Duryodhana, am‘ﬁ_ﬁ‘[:;;:i‘“ N
And when they arrived at the camp of their ememies, they R
tound no one thero save a few vld people ; and they entered b
tho quarters of Duryodhana, and saw so many jewels, and 3&‘;?12;2;‘%}{31_ el
g0 much gold and spoil of all kinds, that their 0yes were i?wbgigﬁﬁﬁrfﬂ
dazzled mth the sight. g:g(“fg e

Then Yudhishthira said to Krishna =1 would have i?utﬁifen to the
AR Mahgraja,
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iK ﬂnltm remhea

'h.
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"wmhetl to hmria-ﬁmd a vlsht to Mahﬁmj&-::- Dhmhamﬁah’bm a.nd

the Rénd (xﬁndlxa,ri and to have excused ourselves ag much

‘as possible to Géndhévi, who is 4 woman of the aimct.esb' _

virtue, and of a sound religions character, and who has |
Lalways shown me great kindness 1 But now night has come
on and I cannot wait upon her, and U am a,frmd that when .

wlio shall hear the news that all her sons are slain, she may
utter a curse againgt us so that we all perish: I therefore
pray you to go to Hast infipur alone to-night, and sootheher

“all you ca.n, and do not let her unawares pronounce a curse

upon us.’ Kmshna roplied ;= What you have said 18
pe,rfe(,tly proper.” And he immediately sot off for Hastind- |
# pur, and arvived there before oiie quartor of the night was ly

spent ; and he waited upon Dhritardshira, whom he found
seated in his palace, and went and took his hand and kissed
it. And the blind Mahdraja immediately guessed who he
was, anid said ¢ It is Krishna |  And Krishng answer-

od :—* Yes,” Then Dhritardshtra began loudly to weep W
| and to wail, saying 1=~ O Krishna, do you approve of the '
glanghter of my sons ? 7" ' Krishna answered :— Yourheart

is your eye, and nothing can be concealed from. yon, and you

must be aware that what has occurred to your children is'

from the grmt god Siva, and not from me mor from the

Pindavas.” Dhritarfishtra said (— L cannot but acknows.
ledge this, and at present patience is my only remody : Bub

[ am in great pain for Duryodhana's death, on wccount of

his mother Gandhéri ; because women are naturally not so.
potient as men are : She must haye heard of the slaughter
of her sons, and she will be very miserable : So do yonwnow
go'and vigit her, and comfort her ag well as you are able i

perchance she is already dead with anguaish.’”

Now whilst Krishna was preparing to go to the Rtim,
Géndhérf herself entered the door, and all in tears said to
him = O Krighna, had you no compassion for me, and did
you deem it right that all my sous should be slaughtered 27

And with these words she foll down in a swoon.  And

Krishna's heart burnt within him, and he burst into fears,

ot caving that Géndhdri was really deiza,_ aud he callod for




it kneés, k"ﬁﬂil aft(,r a conmderable txme ﬂhe begcm o revive, Kﬁsﬁm
"’_Kmhua: ﬁhen aand to her - You are not as other’ W{)meu imlea Grndiys

i (Aro, 80 as o lose all power of patience and resignation ; ‘o that thio Phn

‘E

il r;huuldp{ma

‘o not: to kuow that there is no romedy against the will of more dutita

thon the Ka \Ffla

il Prowdenee : Were you not always awaro from the conduet ™
i of your two sons, Duryod_hana, and Dubsbsans, that snch a0
| day us this must certainly await them?  'Will you not allow
M yourself that in all this business no one is to blame but
| your sons | You yourself know what counsel T gave to
. Duryodhana, when I coms here ay ambassador from the
Wik -:__.__ZP' udmras : Now congider that these Findavas are also your
sons, and have done nothing but in self-defonce ; and thaf
\what ha.s befallen your own song is only Wh&t your song
[ were deqlmus of inflicbing upon the Pindavas: You are
 woman of great understanding ; say now whether what has
. befallon your song can be ettributed as a crime to any one
' put Duryodhana ; Do not therefore malkeo a useless clamour,
. bub submit with patience, and eternal paradise will here-
iy - after be yonr poriion from God :  You are a woman of that
i 'prof'ound sanotity, that if you were only once to uttera curse
; :,j-ﬂg[f_%,m.‘*t. the whols world, God would for your sake involve
it in destruction ; but if, seeing that your sons are already
skim*:you ghould now curse the Pindavas, who will fulfil
ey _:ﬁhal duty to you and your husband a thousand times
Aty "beﬁt’-ar than was done by your own sons, what advantage
a0 cmﬂd ‘possibly acerue to you ?

Gl-éndhﬁz‘i listened attentively to all thidse mguments, and Gﬂndhmfmpz"_':

amcl to) Krighua :—“ T pray God to bless you for having

: uwakened me from the state of grief in which I was plunged

by the loss of my children, so that I was ver b uearly ntters

ing a r_-ur.se_agamst-_ the Pindavas : Bul 1 am now aware that

* what you have said is just and right, snd that I have no

remedy but resignation: But now you must take care of

' . this aged, blind, grief-stricken, broken-hearted husband of

 mine ; and do not let foo much evil overwhelm hira, nor his
encmics work their will upon him.”




mstonyor | Krishna answered her i Fear nof, for Raja. Yadhishe
DI thivs will perform every filial duty to your hushand Dhrita.
VLR ishten & thousand  fimes better then was eyver dons by
[ Krishna renbws - R i ! L i ! TR,
- his promises, Duryodhana; and the Mahfraja will be a thounsand t_lm'as_
L | botter treated by the Péndaves than ever he was by his own
gons ; and if Duryodhana and Dohsdsana were your Sons,
Yudhishthira and Arjuna will be your slaves.” And Génd~

| Retums o the - Lidrf was consoled by these words of Krichna ; and Krishna

[ eeesis ot the ! e )
i"&udn’-‘!r_‘;l-:g;l she then returned to the Pindavas, who had taken up their

CKatwavss. | quarters for the night in the camp of the Kauravas; and
) he enterod the presence of Yudhishthiva and related to him
all that had ocenrred during his visit at Hastindpur.

pvievore  The foregoing narrative of tho events of the last
weorte it day of the great war is deeply interesting, but calls
wa, | for little comment. The mythical references to
| s Brish Kpighna are however singularly suggestive; both as
. regards his strange counsel during the battle between
A Bhima and Duryodhana, and his mythical mission
i ?ﬁ‘fﬁ'ﬁﬁf?f“’y to Hftstmé,pur'at !;he conclusion of the war. U pon
| Koo phat, the former Pomt it may be remarked. that Dl}rypdv |
[ pmiestonl | hana had hitherto displayed a peculiar enmity to-
‘wards Krishna; or, to use a later and more mythi-

cal form of expression, he had ever opposed the

_ worship of Krishna, and disbelieved in his divine

| hesihsorihe nature. For some strange reason, which can scarce-

| bhide heroes of A -
| thekauas 1y be fathomed, the deaths of the three leading

aseribed to the '
mmonal inter- |heroes of the Kauravas are ascribed to Krishna's
i interforence, although each case involved a moral
delinquency. He caused the death of Drona by
suggesting the lie which was told as regards Aswat-
théma., He caused the death of Karna by counsel-
ling Arjuna to shoot an arrow when Karna was
trying to raise his chariot-wheel from the earth.
Finally, he suggested the foul blow with the mace
beneath the waist by which Duryodhana was_mor-




taﬁy WOunded by Bhfma. A _
. hero is bitterly reproached by Duryodhana for these ' ®aweyi |

eoordmg] y‘ the dwme ng:m{ op

AL

i offences; and the difficulty is to understand why the esmare. "
I -Brahnmmcal compilers should have attributed such

Beaohed b;r.

" undoubted deviations from morality to their own

particular deity. Posmbly they desired to transfer Oﬂsnoftha

the o"ullt from responsible heroes to an irresponsible

.S_upremr.a, Being. . The narvative of Yudhishthira’s
. lie, of Arjuna’s unfair shot, and of Bhima’s foul blow,
- amay have been related in the original tradition,

- without any reference to Krishna, and without any

attempt at palliation, simply because at that early

. period they were not opposed to the moral sense of

the community. In the Brahmanical age howevor

. such deeds were by no means creditable to the na-

tional hevoes; although when changed to religious
mysteries, and ascribed to an inearnation of the e
Supreme Being, they might be treated as acts which

‘mere humanity could not venture to praise or con-

demn.

I‘he ‘migsion of Krishna to console the bhnd Ma- Krishnanpocars

n his mission o |

hémja Dhrltaréﬂhtm, and the Rani Géndharf, for ,h?:"ﬁi,“{:{;}i{el“of_
the slaughter of their sons, and, above all, to noms "R
cile the bereaved pair to the murderers of theu' sons,

18 a cireumstance which is for more in accordanea

with the religious character of Krishna, who is not
unfrequently represented as a consoler in times of

. sorrow and suffering. Indeed, the tone of thought

which prevails throughout thls portlon of the poem
sufficiently indicates its later ongm, and it may be
safely passed over as a pure invention and interpo-
Iation of the Brahmanical compilers.



CHAPTER XIII.

THE REVENGE OF ASWATTHAMA.

| rasony or Tur great war of Bharata was now over. The

. paihi cause of the Pandavas had trinmphed. Duryodhana
e was lying mortally wounded upon the phain of Ku-

Tarmination of

Cmaneot e rukshetra, and of all his nuraerous followers only

U Pandavas

T the Kauravas

| mreswariors three remained alive. But these three were still
i .:m?ﬁ%mﬁ prepared to renew the struggle; o circumstance that
| ' “tends to confirm the view that the war turned upon
single combats, and that the forces engaged might
have been counted by tens or hundreds rather than
by millions or billions. Amongst these three men
was one named Aswatthdma. He was the son of the
old preceptor Drona, and had fought, like his father,
on the side of the Kauravas, but had hitherto made

o of Aswat- 1o figure in the history. When however Drona was
thitm, son of :

| Drona, toho slain by Dhrishta-dyumna on the fifteenth day of

rovenged for the .
funere | the war, Aswatthdma had sworn to be revenged on

o father.
his father’s murderer; and on the night of the last
day of the war circumstances occurred which en-
abled him to fulfil his vow. Yudhishthira and his
brethren were sleepifig in the camp of the Kauravas,
on the opposite side of the lake; but all their sur-
viving followers and servants, together with their
wife Draupad{ and their five sons, were sleeping in



' pe secunty,havmg, as fhey supposed notaamgle pmrm |
‘enemy remaining alive who was capable of working =
them any harm. The story of the revenge of As-
Watthﬁ,ﬁza is ns follows :—

Now it was on the evening of the eighteenth and 1ast Wight of of th
'd@y of the great war that the Pdndavas had left Duryodhana S‘r“m‘i?"é}u
on the plein of Kurukshetra, and that Krishna had visited i
Dhritardshtra and Gdndhirf at Hastindpar. And when Dur- nun%odhm
. wounded and'
yodhana was left by the Pindavas, he sat up in spite of his alons upon the
wound, and cleansed his face from blood and dust, and i
 bound up his hair. Meantime Aswatthima, Kripa, and 1ve e
Kritavarman perceived that the Péndavas had departed ; ?iff;.;lﬁf'f} ppebut
and they came out of their place of conceslment, and pre- il
- pented themselves to Duryodhaua; and when the people
whom Yudbishthira had stationed to take care of the Raja,
saw those warriors approaching, they ran away. And when mheir I
. the three warriors came near to Duryodhana, and beheld his i
wretched condition, thoy rolled themselves in the dust and
wept alond. And Aswatthéma said to Duryodhana :—Yon Aswaithimon,
know how Dhrishta-dyumna slew my father Drona, and how r}”fnlt;;%am:t. Y
with like treachery Bhima has worked this evil upon you :
If now you will lay your commands upon me, I will this
very night go and slay every one of the Pindavas.” Dur- Duryodbana
yodhana then bade Krips bring Aswatthima before him; ?&Wﬁg:ﬁmr

n mmnum

and Kx‘lpa. took Aswatthdma’s hand, and did as he wag com- wdd ?ﬁ‘ohm: !
ma.nded Duryodhana then said :—“1 now appoint you, '!Wl Blilma,
Aswatthima, to be Chief in my room.” And Raja Dur- )
yodhana turned to the other two, Kripa and Kritavarman,

and said :—“ Henceforth do youn look upon Aswatthima as

you have hitherto looked upon me.”” And Aswatthéma

kissed the ground, and uttered a prayer for the Raja; and

the Baja said :—“The time of my death has now arrived,

snd it i8 my wish that you go this very night and slay all

the Péindavas and their army, and bring me tho head of

Bhima, that on beholding it I may go out of this world with-



mai'omr on out regret i 80 sm*mg, b}m st;rength of Duryodhanu aga,m
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The thrﬂe war-

iors lenve Dur.

{odhma wpon
ha plain.

Aswatthams
sead an owl kill

| the sleeping

Crows.

l!.uaolves to fall

Tipon the Pine

Ot dwvas m,lika

juannet.

Keipa remon-

| strstes.

jt Aswatthima

| persisty in re-

vengig the
. alaughtex of
Drona.

failed him, and he fainted awpy from weakness and pain.
Aftor Duryodha.na had thus appointed Aswatthima, son
of Drona, to be Chief and Commander in his own stead, the
three warriors took leave of the dying Raja and went their
way. And they sal down under a tree to congult what they
should do; and Aswatthima said :—“1 have already re-
ceived the orders of the Raja to slay all the Pdndavas this
very night, and I must now do something or forfeit my
head.” And Aswatthéma saw that a large number of crows
were roosting in the tree; and presently an owl eame, and
killed the crows one by one, without alarming the others.
And Aswatthima said to his two companions :(—* This owl

instructs me how to act towards my enemies if they be too

numerous : It is to kill them by night one after the other,
without making any noise that will disturb the vest: Give ,
me your advice ! Shall I go and fall upon our enemies, par-
tioularly upon Dhrishta-dynmna, who slew my father Drona??.
Kripa replied —“ You are well aware that Duryodhana will
now certainly die, and we have already done very much in
his service: My opinion is that we should betake ourselves
to Mahdraja Dhritardshtra and the Réni Géndhdri, and mena
tion this scheme to them; aund then if they order us to seb
about it we should do so, but that otherwise we should nob
move in the matter.” And both Kripa and Kritavarman
strongly urged Aswatthima, but he would not listen to
them, saying :— These people have slain my father, and I
am confident that they will all be sleeping after their vic-
tory ; and if T do not watch this opportunity for revenge, I
am vory sure I shall’ never meet with another; and the
grief that now overburthens my heart will never be assuaged
as Jong as I live: If I conguer in this effort it is well;
otherwise if I am killed I do not care: So do not interrupt
me, but leave me to my purpose: In the beginuing of the
war I ought not to bave taken up arms at all, because I am
a Bréhman ; and I should have occupied myself in study and
prayer:; But now that I have lannched my life mpon the
torrent of war, I must fight to some purpose: The least that



; -dea.th, I pmy you to remamber tha.b it s Wrong to faII upon fo wa o “‘“ e
onr foes unawares: Stay now till morning, and we will all m&m ﬂ?ﬁ'ﬂ
three go and fight the Pindavas fairly, and see to whom the =

- great god Siva will give the victory : Let us sleep now, and
. to-morrow set our faces to the battle.”” Aswatthima said:
et Bage will not let me sleep, but you may go to sleep and
weiemmes Kripa answered :——“T only advise you that it is
' '8 mosb enormons erime to slay people in their sleep; for the _
rest, do as you please.” Aswatthfma said ;- What you byt
have counselled is very true, but however much T strive with '
myself, I cannot lot the slanghter of my father go un-
- punished ; and il I can but accomplish the death of Dhrishta-

- dyumna, let what may come to pass, be it going to heayen
or going to hell.”’

When Aswatthéma had done speaking, ]m rose np and Afm!thhm

followed by

barnessed his horses to his chariot, and he put on his armour Keipn sad R
tavarman, pro=

and drove off; and when Kripa and Kritavarman saw that g;‘;‘:;:g;ggg
advice had no effect upon him, they both followed after him, Péndavas.
And Aswatthima went straight to the camp of the Pindavas, ,
Now Ruga Yudhishthira and bhis four brethren were at that Absence of the
time in the camp of the Kauravas, where thoy had found gmp of the '
" much #poil, and had taken up their quarters for the night ;
but their five sons by Draupadi, and all the other Chieftains
of the army, woere in their own eamp, sleeping soundly in
 their several quarters in perfoct security, and Draupadi also
was sleepmg in the camp. Now the camp of the Péndavas Tho single gate-
was surrounded by a deep trench, so contrived as to have
only one gate or entrance; and therc was no way of entry
on auy other side. And when Aswatthima came to the Aswatthims

gate he saw that his two friends were following behind ; and fronds t 5‘:;-6

he requested them to stay and guard the entrance, whilst he f»'«!“a'%?f,‘;:" oyl
went in and worked his revenge. He then passed through

the gate withont seeing any one; and went straightway to

the guarters of Dh:-lbhi,a-dynmm, and he saw Dhrishta- Surprisey Mhsal

dyumna sleeping in splendour with all his women sitbing yaand slaughs.




| smrome ov sbonb b, And fho women were thunderstricken o6 tho
© e ppronch of Asaithime, ond ho went mud Kicked Diishia-
e dynining on the head, and swoke him from his sleep, Then
' Dhrishta-dyumna beheld Aswatthfma standing before him
with a drawn sword, and he cried out :—£¢ What cowardice
is this to fall nnawares npon a naked man!” And Asyint-
, thima struck him on the head with the back of the sword
Eerouming of the and broke his skull,  Then the women began to scream and
i Bl dontie Aswatthéma rashed out, and no one knew who he was; but
. the people of Dhrishta-dyumua, who had come ont with
" dvawn swords on hearing the alavm, seeing’ a man rush ouf
from the quarters of their Chicf with a nalked sword, ran
hastily after him, And Aswatthfma killed a great number
of them, and in their confusion many of them killed each

 other. ey
'hlgmﬂéh sonsof  Now it 8o happened that Draupadi had come into the

the PAndavis ; i -

iR are oaI0D that very night with her five gons whom ghe had borne
' théwas . to the Pdndavas. And the young men were roused by the
(R0 noise and alarm, and hearing that some one had killed
Dhrighta-dynmna, who was the brother of their mother, they
armod themselves and ran out to revenge him. And Aswat-
théma foll wpon the five sons of the Péndayas one after the
(i other, and cut them down and slew them one after the other,
Poartul slavgh-  And all the camp was in horrible confusion, and the people,

. ter amongst the ! . ; '
followers and o they rushed out from their several quarters, fell upen each

! gervants of the

Yandavas, other in their alarm, and fathers slew their sons and sons their
fathers, and no man knew what wag done either by himself
or by the others. And every one who tried to escape by the
gate of the camp was cut down and slain by Kripa and Krita-
varman, whom Aswatthdma had posted there. And Aswat-
théma found a great pile of firewood in the camp, and he seb
it on fire, and by the light of the flame he discovered and
slow very many. And the horrors of that night surpossed
all that had occurred during the eighteen days of the war,
for Krishna and the Péndavas were sleeping far away in the

M qaarters of Duryodhana, but all their followers and servants

Arwutthim®  innumerable had beeu left behind in the eamp of the Pénda-

the heads of tho ;
five mgi ot the vas, And Aswatthima cut off the heads of the five sons of



| .Kmtavarman, and he boasted that he had avenged his father’s

t ,..___,_":.emeape thmqgh thé g&té of “the cakmﬁ; é.ﬁd Jomd Km pa; and “ Pain 1

. blood, and proposed that they shonld return to Duryodhan&,

and wequaint him with their vietory, R

After this the throe warriors proceeded to the Spot WhOTe The thmo wirs, | 'i_f
they had left Duryodhana ; and on their way they saw the ﬁ%ﬁm
‘wolves and the jackals devouring the bodies of thoze who B
had been slain in the great war, as they lay on the plain of

'_Km'n]s.she_tm When they approached the Raja, they found

" him fallen in the midst of blood and dust, but with a portion |

__'of-' ‘his sensos still remaining, and they sat down near him
‘and began to weep. Then Duryodhana looked up and knew
who they were, and he made signs with his hand to ask them
whenee they came.  Aswatthfma said i~ A curse bo on ug Aswatthama

rasses off the

for being alive whila you are in this state: Nevertheless, I heas of 4bo (1)

have bmught you something which even yet will give you heads of the

tite Jjoy.” Hearing this, Duryodhana, no*mth*;t&ndmg !:us weak-
| mess, raised himself up and asked what he had got. As-
. watthima answered I havo this night killed all the five

Pandavas with their whole army, and here ave their five

‘heads.”  When Duryodhana heard these words he leaped Esultation of
mpa fu]l cubit from his place, and gaid —“ Do you really iR
speak trath ?7’ Then Aswatthima produced the heads, and

 Duryodhana desired that they should be shown to him coe

. by one, which was done; and as the day had not fully

i daﬁhefl'a;nd ag the heads of the five sons of the Pindavas

_ were perfect somblances of their respective fathers, Duryod-
. hana thought as he beheld them in the hands of Aswatthima
that they were the voal heads of the Pindavas. And Dur- Drusodins

k
yodhana said :—¢ O Aswatthéma, you have entirely taken of dlmé‘s%. .,

away my grief, and now give me Bhina’s head into my own the *“‘"ﬁ’fﬁr:hu
bhand/”  And Aswatthima gave him the head of Bhima’s skull,

son ; and Duryodhana took it and squeezed it with all his

. might, until the skull burst in. Duryodhana then said —

. # Alag, Aswatthima, this can never be the head of Bhima,

which must be vastly too strong and hard to be broken

between my hands.”  And Duoryodhana then asked for the

-



i) yodham.

| HISTORY OF othar hﬂﬂdﬂ, and examined then ,:and he perceived that t _ey

lfﬁfﬁ‘l" were tho heads of the aons of Dranpadi, and not ‘those of

| Reproschies  grrief, and axc,laamed =€ () Aswatthima, you have done &

1 Aswattagoa for

the murderot . horrid deed in slaying these harmless youths, and thus cut.

k1 e immoosnt

G o ting short my whole race : Had these young men lived they

g ' wounld have preserved our name alive: My enmity ‘was

ity against the Pdndavas, and not against these innocents.”
" Death of D Saging this Duryodhana leaned his head upon the knees of

warriors looked on and wept; and then reflecting that the
i Pindavas would soon discover the mischief of the mght and
i F:fi'éi;b‘;i the  hasten to pursue them, they said to each other —* Raja
come and take away his body, and this is no place for ns.’
So each one mounted his chariot and fled, s
Now when Agwatthima had taken his revenge in the camp
-of the Péndavas, one quarter of the night still remained ;
~and the charioteer of Dhrighta-dynmna mounted his master’'s

chariot and set off for the camp of the Kauravas ; and at day-

_ break he arrived at the quarters of Yuclhmhtlum and his
| X?‘lﬁhjﬁ:hm&hﬁ; { brethren, and informed them of all that had oceunrred. Then
swoom, Raja Yudhishthira fell down in a swoon, and all his bre-
' thren thonght him dead, and began most bitterly to hewail
him ; but Krishna consoled them; and said that Yudhish-
thira wag certainly alive, end ordered some perfumed water

to be brought, and sprinkled it plentifully on his face. After

gome time Yudhishthira came to himself, and turning his
Jls lnvienta.  faco towards Krighna, he said :— What grief upon grief is
this that comes on us every moment? This nufortunate
Draupadi, who for thirteen years has endured for our sakes
g0 many nuseries and afflictions in thejungle, has no sooner
come into the camp, and seen her song and kinsmen, than
the worst of all calaraities has befallen her in the loss of her
brother Dhrishta-dyumna and all her five sons: I 'much
Kyishua con-  fear that this misfortune will canse her death.”” = Krishna
answered :—“ The decree of the great god Siva is without
remedy, and there is now no resource but resignation; and

~— her husbands ; and he instantly fell into the most profound

Kritavarman and imnmediately expirved. And the three

Duryodhana is now dead, and the Péndavas will presently-




| ﬂs" is yonr dnky"to return Inm bhanks for y‘cmr own. pre.- :EHSTOIW 01'

: ‘servatmn, and to live in hopes that he will hestow TPOR | pgaiyr,
youn other children?’ Raja Yudhishthira then sent hl&l
it '-"brother' Nakula to bring Dvanpadi that he might comfort senda for, Do, i

her!  And when Draupadi came she was weeping very T o RO i

terly ; and she said bo her husbands :—You have been wan- Drapadt e i

at the end to enjoy the happiness of having your child

INI)II\;

ndhlshithiee: 1)

paddi.

e 1he 10w be 1
dering thirteen years in the desert and jungle in the hopu her h;ﬁ”ﬂf};& RS

ron about you; and now that you have seen Abinmalml,

amd all my five sons, slain by your enemies, have you
| atill the iuclination to be Rajas, and to rule the world and

flaunt upon thrones?” Yudhishthira and Krighna both Qonsoled by
¥ ndhishthivi

4 rephed to her, saying «—“ You are the danghtor of a great and Krixina,

and wise Raja, and there are mow no such womon in tho
whole world as Kunti and Gandhdri: You should first re-

fleet upon the number of gong and brothers and other kins-
 mien they hove lost in this great war, and not act like other

women who bhave no reflection, and whose example leads .
you to make thiy outery.” Then Draupadi was somewhiat Prays for re-

congoled, and she veplied :~—~“1 feel myself tranguillized by Kowatitinia.

. your words, but can you with all your valour and prowess
hold it sllowable that the son of a Brihman, like this As-
‘watthéma, should slanghter my brother ‘and sons with im-

puh'ity'?_"" She then turned to Bhima, and said ;— Can
you, sbout as you arve, permit Aswatthima to do all this mis-

* chief withont safforing for it? I{"yrnl do not bring me his head

et ';ﬁ'e nevor see your face again.”’  Yudhishthira answered Yudhishthira

representy thiak

" her - _“ Aswatthdma is & Brahman and the son of our tutor At

d '
Drona: If he has committed any crimes, Vishnu, who is et o i

superior to all gods, will certainly avenge it on him; and gt e

what good will it do you to have him slan ¥ 'Will it brmg
your gons and brother to life again ? Leave him to God, for
Vishnu will certainly revenge on him the wrong he has done :
to you and us’’  Drauvpadi said :—“ I will not then ingist Draupadi por-

1 having

upon his death, but I hayve heard that he has upon his head ;‘“1;?%“13333: i

a precmus jowel that will illuminate the darkest night and watt

- protect iis possessor against every enemy ; and that jowel

YOL, I. 23



| HISTORY OV yon musﬁ take from him an& gma 1t rwa, emd tha leas of 115
; Ifszii will be worse to him than the loss of his life,” gion
R At these words of Draupad, Blima mounted his bhn-mot
" and set off in pursuit of Aswatthima, and Arjnna and Keishna
ﬁrjmm‘ deprives. followed after. ~And Arjuna and Krishna overtook Aswab-
18k Mgt M thima on the banks of the Ganges, and compelled him to
Joma T rive up the jewel,  And the jewel was given fo Blima,
Aund Bhima went to Draupadi, and found her in tears, and
] ﬁﬂ‘&ﬁ?ﬁfs he said to her:—* 0 Draupadi, do yon not remewber that
. Qm her'siie  day when fhe Kaurayas insulted yon and drove us all out of
the city of Hastindpur, and when T came to you and bade you
nob to grieve, for that the day should come when their own
‘wives shonld dishevel their hair in sorrow for their hushands ?
Then you said that you wonld not care if 2ll yonr gons were
glain, and all your husbands save one, so'long ag that one
coulid révenge your affliction upon the Kauravas: Now all
we five brethven are alive, and all the Kanravas ave slain, and
their wives are dishevelling their haiv for them, according
to your wish: What better then conld have happened
than for your sons to be slain in battle and so go to para-
dise ? And here too is Aswatthiwa’s jewel for you, which
you demanded ; so take it, and give thanks to God.”  Then
Fil ;‘)::n Pl icas, Draupad{ was entirely consoled by these words, and ahe__
S e Tudhishe took the 39w el and gave it to Yudhishthira, saying et Yl
: highthira is now the Mahdraja, and it becomes him to wear
this jewel upon his head”” So Yudhishthiva wore the jewel on |
his head, and it appeared ag resplendent ag the sun, and all
the people cried out -~ Long live Mahéraja Yudhishthiral *
Provessian of Meanwhile Mahéraja Dhritarfshtra, together with his
T, withall tho wife Giéndhdri, and his brother’ y w.lduw Kunti, and all the
| {‘ﬁ;‘;‘iﬂ:ﬁh“’ women of the family, set out to behold the field of Kuruk-
| Kurukshewrs,  ghetra where the great war had been fought between the
Kauravas and the Pindavas. And as they journeyed they
ﬁﬁrﬁmmiw met with the three warriors, Aswatthdma, Kripa, and Krita-
§ ;;;w‘:;i}:guwm varman, who had worked such terrible mischief in the eamp
rwaseiios. . of the Péndavas. And the three men said to Dhnitardshitra :
' — Your sous engaged in a desperate war, and are now gone

to the mansions of Indra; and our whole army is destroyed,




only three survivors”” Kripa then suid to mwrory o¥
' INDIA,

::a t&d We are thé

i @ndhar] - O Rénf, your mons have fought so bravely, ¢

that they are now enjoying happiness and glory in the man- BAACATHYEL T
siong of Indra : Lament not therefors for them! Nor have sia tohave i
ascended to the

the Piundavas obtained an easy victory, for we three entered hoason of Indsm,
; ; !

their camp in the night time, and slew their sons and many glssa ﬁl;é‘l}“]f;ﬂ il 1
of their horoes: Take comfort therefore and permih ns to iy
depart; for we are flying for our lives from the Pindayas.”
Ho saying the three took their leave and proceeded towards

 the wiver Ganges; and on their way they parted from each

oi_:]iar and followed three different directions ; and then it

 was that Arjuna came up with Aswstthima, and took from

« him the jewel.

The terrible picture which the foregoing narra- neview of tho
foregoing story

#i | W ! - : . » < . e I fipuh ot f{ yong .
tive calls up to the nnagx-natxon comprises, perhaps, ggf{g’wm&ﬂ"'ﬂ
some of the most graphic scenes in the history of ™
the war, After many days of battle and slaughter, appearance of

' the plain of

the plain of Kurukshetra was as silent as death, Kurukshotrs on

the ¢vening of

The sounding of war-shells, the beating of drums, fpat™ *f

the shouts of combatants, and the shrieks of the
wounded, had passed away. The plain was covered
with the corpses of the fallen; and amongst them
the dying Chieftain of the Kauravas was lying npon
the bare earth in mortal agony of mind and body,
but thirsting like a wounded tiger for the blood of
his enemies. Meantime, the triumphant Pdndavas
and their party were reposing in two camps on either
side of the lake; the five brethren in the deserted
camp of their defeated enemy, and their family and
followers in their own* camp. Of all the forces of pussionate de-

; . ‘ K sire for revenge
the Kauravas none remained alive excepting As. exiibitedby tae

watthdma and his two associates ; and at evening rovag,
time these three warriors paid a visit to the prostrate
Duryodhana. The talk then was only of revenge.

The dying Raja passionately called upon Aswat-



ms]':t;QB{Y OB th;ima, to o aﬁd sla.y all the szdawaq, and above

Pagr 1. all, to bring him the lead of Bhima, that he might

" die Wlthout sorrow ; and Aswatthima was equally
prepared on his part to revengo the defeat of his
Ruja and the death of his father.

Camparison The subsequent vengeance of Aswatthéma fo1 ms,

“hetween fhe
o asaaare by perhiaps, one of the most barbarous ineidents of thewar,

| Pabeveme. One horrible night has indeed been described, during
|| [dents in the . ‘ | ; ;
- war. which armies mangled and slaughtered each other be-
| neath the glare of torchlight, and earried about with
ghastly exultation the bleeding heads of friends and
kinsmen. Again, the scene in which Bhima drinks
the blood of his murdered enemy iy revolting to the
last degree. But in both cases the passions of the
combatants were stirred up to the highest pitch by
the fury of the hand-to-hand struggle. The mas-
sacre, however, in the camp of the Pandavas was
widely different. It was revenge inflicted upon
sleeping and unarmed men, and upon sons instead
of fathers; and, perchance, a more hateful form of
vengeanee has searcely ever been perpetrated.'
EfTeut of the At sunset on the evening of the last day of the

appearance of . .
the owl devour- oreat war, Aswatthama and his two assoclates were

E%E‘Eﬁ?:{%‘i gitting beneath a tree. Aswatthdma was burning
for wholesale vengeance, whilst smarting under a
sense of weakness and helplessness. To a rude
warrior, who implieitly believed in omens as lessons
or warnings, the incident of an owl pouncing upon
the birdg, one at a time, as they were sleeping upon
a tree, could not fail to produce a marvellous effect.
“Thus,” he cried, “will I slay the Pandavas!”
He accordingly entered the Péndava camyp, leaving

I A seene somewhat similar i3 to be found in Homer (Iliad] Book x.), where
Tiiomed and Ulysses surprise the Thracian camp.
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has two companions to guq.rd the only means of mistortor
entrance or exit. - Then followed the attack upon puem -
the sleeping Dhrishta-dyumna, the slaughter of the ™
‘naked man, the midnight panie, the horrible confu-

sion of friends and foes, the escape of the murderer
with the five heads of the sons of the Pdndavas,

‘and the dreary walk over the plain at early morn-

. ing, when the first light of dawn just disclosed the

- wolves and jackals who were still feasting upon the
bodies of the slain.

- But another scene was yet to follow, which no Pl of gra.
one could have portrayed or imagined saving am fjdivievedin
Oriental bard who could fully sympathize in the joy ° "ot
of gratified revenge. In the dim light of early
morning the three warriors once more stood by the
side of the dying Raja. For a brief interval Dur-

" yodhana was deceived.  For a brief interval he was

led to believe that the heads of his hated kinsmen
were before him; and forgetting his wounds and
losses, he rejoiced in the completeness of his re-
- yenge. He took the supposed skull of his murderer,
and erushed it between his hands; and then the
truth suddenly flashed upon him. The light of the
rising sun fell vpon the countenances of the dead,
and he saw that the heads were those of the sons
and not of the fathers, Thus his joy was turned
to the deepest grief, and he leaned upon the knees
of Kritavarman, and expired in an agony of
SOITOW,

The concluding portion of the narrative of As- Mythical cher

of Aswatthima's

watthdma’s revenge has been so hopc]eqsly falsified gfAswa
by the Brahmanical compilers that it is wanting not
only in poetical justice but in human interest.
The story of Aswatthdma’s jewel or amulet appears



mw%ﬁ OF to be a myth Probably in the orlgma,l bmdﬂmn

Pm'c 11

Bhima puraued Aswatthdma to the death, and
brought his head to Draupadf. As, however,
Aswa.tthéma is said to have been a Bréhman, the
fable of the jewel has apparently taken the place of
the story of the murder; as the slaughter of a
Bréhman would be espwmlly offensive to the Bmh
manical ecompilers.




CHAPTER XIV.

'.lHE REGONCILIA.TION OF THE LIVING AND BURIAL
OF THE DEAD.

A NEW scene now npons in the story of the nistory ov
INDIA.
‘Mahé Bhérata, namcly, the reconciliation between  pigr it
the blind Maharaja and the men who had murdered gimpts to

reconmeile the

his sons.  This reconciliation is said to have been Mahdrain with

the Pandavas.

' prevmusly effected by Krishna during his night visit hgyﬂm:;}uzﬂg;tda
to Hastindpur ; but, as already mdmated this portion Vyas.
of the narrative appears to be an 111terpolat1on of
modern date. ILike most of the mythical accounts
of Krishna it contains some beautiful expressions of
sympathy ; but at the same time it is evident that
such a mission would be ill-timed and useless. It is
also worthy of remark that a similar visit is aseribed
to the officious Vy#sa, and is of course equally
mythical in its origin and character. Indeed, the
language of both Krishua and Vyésa is strained and

ificie Tmpossibility ot
artificial. It is impossible to conceive that parents, Impossiviity of |

whose sons were still lying dead upon the field of it Tndme |

battle, could be consoled by the assurance that those thr s, -
sons had pervished in consequence of their injustice ; |
{or by the still more extravagant assurance that the
murderers would take the places of those sons, and

}would prove themselves to be even more onal and




el RO e AR e
nistont ox obedient, « Such an idea may be justly vegarded as
a1t the ignorant conception of some Brahmanical com-
el ;}"};@F piler, who had led a life of celibacy, and who wag
“%m&l?bg:l“ * utterly unable to realize that enduring affection and
AN M 4 g ¥ ¥ | I
compllens- - unreasoning devotion which the true mother foels
Interview be-  Nfor the worst of her sons. But the story of the in-
tween' the Pan- 4 I : LR O }
Niand me Jterview between the Mahdraja and the Péandavas on

-gﬁm’ ' the day after the battle seems to fall under a different
Nocessity for af category.  The Pdndavas were vietors who  had
o S, established their claim to the Raj against the sons of
the Mahdraja by force of arms, but who were yet
desirous of appearing to be on good terms with the
Mahdraja whose sovereignty they would be expected
to acknowledge. The Mahéraja, on the other hand,
although nominally the Sovereign, was virtually the
representative of the defeated party, and his very life
was at the mercy of the conquerors. Thus whilst a
real reconciliation was perhaps impossible, a feigned
reconciliation was absolutely indispensable to hoth
parties.  Accordingly, it will be seen that the Pén-
davas prostrated themselves in turns at the feet of
the Mahdraja and the Rénf, and that some sort of
| explanation or apology was offered and accepted ;
R ectines ot but the real feelings of the bereaved parents will he
st readily perceived from an attempt of the Mahdraja
to erush Bhima in his embrace, and from the sudden
shriek of the Rénf that the smell of her son was upon

them.
reogatatan®  The mnarrative of this reconciliation, real or

' feigned, is as follows :—

e Péndavas Meantime Yudhishthira had heard that Muhdraja Dhri-

accompanied f:vy

Koishia, wo out fardshbra had left the eity of Hastinfpur for the field of hat-

aiul moet the ; . 5 . :
Mahéraja. tle; and he went forward to meet him, accompanied by his

brethren and by Krishva, and by Draupadi, and by all the
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women ﬁi?_"Dhriﬂhta_-dyumna;. And after a Wlu'le, Yudhish- mistony 0?’
thira saw the Mahéraja approaching ; and all the womien of 1{3’:'?!

‘the Kanravas accompanied the Mahdraja, and rent the air ——— Al

with their lamentations; and Yudhishthira passed by the

women, a.nd went on to the Mahdraja, and fell at his feet. prostrate mm.
 Then the other Pindavas, cach one declaring hig name to %l:?r?%?e

! the blind Mahdraja, fell at his feet in like manner. And " el
Dhritardshtra embraced Yudhishthira, and said ;—¢ Where The ‘ﬂ&h?]r'ngm,_ :

,I\ ﬂ {or
L8 Bhima 77 Now as it was well known that Bhima had fmd recoives his

slain Duryodhana, as well as a great number of the sons of stead, i
Dhritardshtra, Krishna had been fearful of introducing him,

lost the aged Mahdraja should vent his wrath upon him.

And it so happened that in former days Duryodhana had

ordered to be made an image of Blima, upon which image

he was acenstomed to try his strength; and when the Ma-

hiraja called for Bhima, Krishna gave him this image, and

said :—¢ Here i Bhima.”” Then the Mahiraja opened his: crusmes the
arms, and under protence of embracing Bhima, he erushed fi ifs whah
the image to pieces; and he then fell down exhausted and ?;ﬁ;ﬁ:;ie? o iy
fainting, with blood issuing from his mouth, After a long mpm,m tho
fime he came to himself and began to woeep ; and when thoge 6001 ¥ees
around him asked why he wept, he replied :—* Bhima was

‘a8 one of my own sons, and his death has not brought any

of my other song to life, and I have slain him to no purpose.”

Then Sanja.ya,, his charioteer, who stood by, told him what rmdmwedby

{ Krishua bhad done, and how it was not Bhima that he had N
rushed, but the iron image which Duryodkana hed made.

d Dhritarishtra turned to Krishna, and said +—¢ O Krish-

im, you have done excellently well.” He then called for the Embraced the

flve Pandavasin |

five brethren one by one, and again embraced them; and turn.
when Bhima presented himself, the Mahdraja Iaughed and
said :— What if [ should now give you another squeeze ?
Bhima replied «.—“ I am your slave, and if you order me I
will be my own executioner.” Dhritardshtra said :— Yon The regoncilia-
are now all my sons, and the only remaining children of my

brother Péndu: All that has happened to my sons was of

their own seeking, and arose from their envy against you.”

And Dhritardshtra began to weep again, and Yudhigh-



--'nm'om oF t]ma smd Kmslma, a.ud a.ll the orthem bagan to Waep w:ith
il L
oo Afop this Ym?.hlahthua and 1118 brothers, bogethar wﬂ:h

Affecting scene

| bobyween the Krishna, took leave of the Mahéraja and proceeded to wait

Fandavas and

-%%?imﬂ Génd- upon Géndhirf. Yudhishthira adyvanced and kissed her feet,

and she took him in her arms, and they both wept aloud.
Géndhérf then said :—“The smell of Duryodhana iy npon
yon all;” and screaming out she foll down in a swoon.

Bxouses,

| Yudbishthia  When she recovered Yudhishthira said to her —“ 0 mot;hel,

it must be clear to yon that we had no alternative in the
atfair of Duryodhana ; for whab could we do when he would
not allow us bread to eat as the condition of cur gorvice 777

 amabis v Gindhfind replied :—* Say nothing, O Raja, about it, for I

signation.
w know that you speak only what is true and right, and that

all which hus befallen my sons was but the fruit of their
vefusal to take the advice of myself and my hugband ; and
now that they are gone, may God preserye yon to me in the
s room of Duryodhana.”” Arjunas then came and kissed her
ghe voproaches foet, as did Bhima also; and Géndhiri said to Bhima

Bhima for hay-
ingdrank the | ¢« Vou deank the blood of wmy son Dubsisana.’” ma

B N
i ‘[‘bpl]bd 1~ No, I did not drink it: I took some of it in my

Bhima's denial,

hands and rubbed it sbout my face, but I did not drink it;
R and I only said that I dvank it for the sake of frightening
:.'Eﬁigg’m‘“‘m the others.” At this moment Raja Yudhishthira stepped
Jhismaspqnhime forward, and laid his head at the feet of Gdndhérd, and said ;—
“ (O mother, 1t was I who killed your song, and do you lay

all the blame upon me, and say nothing to the obhers.”

(Hindhéri then asked for Draupadi, and said to ber:— You

and I are in the same affliction, for your sons also ave slain ;

but what can I do? There is no remedy against the hehests

Qindhirt sends of the great god Siva.” She then said to Yudhishthira and
theit mother  hig hrethren :—*‘ It is now nearly fourteen years since your
| mother Kunti had the pleasure of seeing you: Go now and
seo her!”  And the five Péndavas went accordingly ; and
 Joyof Kmnth.  when Kunt{ heard that her sons were coming she famted
for joy ; and when Yudhishthira and his brethren came ap

and found her in that condition, Yudhishihira took hold of

hig mother’s hand, and after o time she came to herself,



 And the Sons of Kuntt catue and laid their heads at her foot nistory o
. ene by one, and sho embraced and kissed each of them in s R
turn, and wepb at seeing the wounds they had received in e o)
e 4 - + Her fivasons |1
/the great war.  Then Dranpadf approached her, and Kunti, iy the heads
knomng that her children had been so lately slain, wept for T,f:'::;,fm fmt_ i
her; and Draupadi laid her head at Kuntf’s foet and fainted Log of Srslanh
away, and when she recovered, both the ladies wept 80 Wb
abundantly that all the bystanders were moved to tears:
Meantime Géndhéri came forward with all the widows of o
her sous who had been slain, and she said to Draupadi :— Ghndharl plongs
“Weep not, my daughter, for your sorrows are not greuter B
than mine : We cannot tell what is decreed by fate : Thank
God that the war ig over, and weep not for the dead: Lot
ud now perform the necessary rites for the souls of the de-

. parted. 2

The foregoing narrative requires no comment. weview of i
[ ) } . 4 foregoing narvas
A general truthfulness to human nature is perceptible tive.
throughout. The story of the image said to have
' been made of Bhima may appear somewhat apocry-
plial, but yet is not altogether beyond the bounds of
- probability.!

The next scene, which comprises the lamenta- Nasmativeof the
tions of the women on the field of battle, and the Donia s
 subsequent burning of the dead, is very affecting.

One point however is open to question. If the war pimety s . |
really lasted cighteen days,and the general burning of E@Eﬁs& ghinen
the bodies did not take place until the day after the

conclusion of the war, the corpses of those who were

slain in the earlier battles must have lain in a state

of perfect putrefaction. The question, however, is

* Duryodhana is said to have made an iron image of Bhima to try his strength
upon it; or he may have made an ordinary figure-head to knock about as a mani.
festation of his hatred towards the original. In Mr Dickens’ novel of “The Old
Curigsity Shop,”" Quilp, the ovil chavacter of the story, purchases an old wooden
figure of an Admiral, io represent Kit, whom he hates; and he strikes and muti-
lates the image accordingly, The incident is true to human nature, and merely
exhibits the nataral force of the imagination, A mab will in like manter bum
the effigy of the object of their detestation,
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ms‘;‘om' on ‘ot an 1mportﬂnt one, a.nd may bo left unsolved :
ANDIA .
pann 7t The narrative is as follows :— A

| sid procession, | After this all the women dishevelled their hmr, a,n&
ey offered up loud lamentations, and proceeded to the fatal plain
| Mwrukshelre. ¢ Kurukshotra ; and there they beheld the dead bodies of
0 their husbands and fathers, sons and brothers, who had

Phe women st been slain in the war.  And each of the women went and

| by the dead

Eﬁﬁ; oftheir  gat down by tho remains of him whor she had most loved,
and whose death had caused her the greatest affliction.
And Géndhérf and Kunti, accompanied by Yudhishthira and
Knishna, went to the dead hody of Duryodhana; and when
Tmentﬂtlnns of Gifinclhdrf saw that it was her own son, she fell down in a

L GendbAr

e, Widows.

| ,z.ﬁae::bnlmryod gwoon ; and after a long interval she revived, and said :—
“The wise and the learned always used to sit round this
~ gon of mine, and nearly all the Rajas of the earth took their
stations near him, and prided themselves on it as a promo-
il tion, but this night the jackals alone have been his cour-
| Tamaentattons of tiers.” The widow of Duryodhana likewise came with her
hair dishevelled, and placed bher husband’s head upon her
lap, and seated herself there; and Gdéndhdar said ;—“This
woman, whom neither sun nor moon were once worthy to
look upon, see how she now sits heve bare-headed | 7 There
too was the widow of the son of Duryodhana, and the widow
of Karna, and the widow of Abhimanyu, and many others ;
and Géndhér and all those widows bemoaned their several
relations with so many tears, that none of those who were
present could refrain from joining them in weeping.
Performance of After thix, Mahdraja Dhritarfshtre said to Yndhish-

the Tuneral rites

for the slain.  thira :— My son, be pleaged now to order that all the dead
bodies should be burned.” And Dhritardshtra and Yudhish-
thira jointly requested Vidura to superintend the perform-
ance of the ceremony. And Vidura, who was the unole of
the Kauravas and Pdndavag, and Suanjaya, the charioteer of
the Mahdraja, and Yuyutsu, the only surviving son of the
Mahdraja, and Dhaumya, the family priest of the Pindavas,
all went out together to the field of battle, And they
Colleetion of collected a large quantity of sandal and other odoriferons

" materials for i i ‘ VARG
| theburning.  woods, and sweet oilgstoform a pile on which to burn the
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i bodzas Gf the prmmpa,l warriors, such as Duryodhaua, Karna, w1s1oRy) tm.
Abhimanyn, Drona, and others ; and they also collected many 1}&?_:!.
thousand mule-loads of Faggots and oil to burn tho bodies of - eu
those of inferior noto. And they ordered all the surviving pesd vodisset |
. charioteers of those Rajas who had been slain, to go throngh m:ﬂﬁgagms- it
: el miateura i
thie plain and point out the corpses of their 1‘cspect1ve mastors, !
#0 that such Rajas might be burned separately according to
their rank, And they took with them a thousand cart-loads
of cloths, some fine and others coarse, to wrap up the dead
bodies before burning. Then Vidura, and those appointed
with him, went over the plain of Kurukshetra; and they
fivst took up with all reverence and ceremony the corpse of
Duryodhana and burned it. Next the Rajas of the first Buring of the
Rajas of the rst
rank were wrapped in fine linen and burned with perfumes ; vauk.
and amongst these were the other sons of Dhritardshtra,
~ and the sons of Draupadi, and Abhimanyu, and Drona, and
Karna, and the greater Rajas, such as Raja Drupada and his
son Dhrighta-dyumna, and Raja Virdta, and Raja Jayadratha,
and Raja Silya, and many others.  'When this burning had
been acc::-mphs,hod they kindled a mighty fire and burned purning of tha

all the remaining bodics therein. After this, Yudhishthira b
g

and his brethren, accompanied by Krishna, went to bathe in ik

the Ganges according to the vule ; and taking up a handful LLiiifid

of water for each kinsman that had been slain in the battle,

they sprinkled it in. the name of the deceased’; and Yudhish-

thira, at the request of his mother Kuntf, sprinkled gome’

water in the name of Karna. And Raja Yudhishthira and sorrow of Yud- |
his brother Arjuna grieved very much for the death of RE&:E‘E}F& 4
Karna ; and the Raja ordered great charitios to be distri buted “**" TR, .
in the name of Karna, and he took under his own protection

all Karna’s women and young children, and provided for all

his remaining dependents. And he called for one of Karna’s

sons, who was sixteen years of age, and wept in his presenco

very much for the death of Karna; and he gave him a large Kindnoss ot
separate establishment and estate, and paid more attention toalthe:
to him than he did to his own sons; and he placed him 2?33,?11;3‘532
under Arjuna to teach him archery and all other military ey

oxercises, And hLe showed also great tendernvss and affoc-



'-';ﬁlﬁw{ﬂ or tmn 4 ﬂm mst of Km&’s olulareﬁ, a.rtd @nte;-mmed }ns' |
,I’.unlu widows with all the kindnoss of a near kingman.  But when

Syl gy - the principal wife of Karna, and mother of most of his é}li]ﬂ~.
| sietwitoot  ren, heard of the death of her husband, she heaved a decp
pigh and expirved ; and the rest of Karna’s widows were bet-
ter provided for by Yudhishthira than even his own women,

and they had regular appointments for their maintenance.

' Raview of th ‘he picture furnished by the foregoing narrative
et e i
0% of tha shab) ¢ ot the slain apparently reters to a
| Dtestoan  very ancient period of Hindd history. The promi-
i it nent features are indieated with a realismm which
il seems to have appertained to the original tradition ;
~—the poor widows, with their long black hair dis-
hevelled over their faces, sitting in an agony of grief
hy the corpses of those they loved the charioteers
* searching over the plain for the remains of their
masters; the dead bodies wrapped in cloths and
hurmng with oils and perfumes upon the funeral

-g:;irgm;mn piles.  DBut there is no reference to the hateful Sa,tf

LR tory allusion to
| the Brahmans.

2 A more detailod account of the funeral cereraoniey of the anclent Hindas
awill be found in the Réamayonn, and will consequently appear in the second
volume of the prosent work. The whole ceremony bears a remarkable yeseni-
blance to the burning of Hoetor, which has thug been felicitously translated by
the Barl of Derby (Ilind, Book xxiv.) :—

¢ At longth the aged Priam gave command :
“Haste now, ye Trojaus, to the city bring
4o Good store of fiel.! » # ¥ *
e said ;—and they the oxen and the mules
Yoked to the wains, and from the city thronged :
Nine days they laboured, aud brought back to Leoy
Grood store of wood; but when ths tenth day's light
Upon the earth appeared, weeping, they bore,
Brave Hector out; and on the funeral pile
Laying the glovious dead, applied tho torch.
While yet the rosy-fingered morn was young
Round noble Hector’s pyre the people pressed :
When all were gatheved round, and closely thronged,
Firsh on the burning mags, as far as spread
The range of five, they poursd the rddy wine,
And quenched the flames ¢ his brethren then and fiiends
Weeping, the hot tears flowing down their checks, :
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g _g'of the widows w1th theu- deceased hus- HIsToRY Of
'bandﬁ* and i is somewhat remarkable that the anl;lﬁ
Br‘eihm&ns do not appear to have officiated upon the Pl
toceasion. The only point however which requires ﬁﬂﬁ'@:ﬂﬁfﬂf&'&"
prlana;tion, is the extraordinary liberality and kind- S
ness displayed by Yudhishthira towards the family wzﬁél:%t&aﬂy e
‘of Karna. It should however be remembered that sedbedtos
according to the myth already indicated, Karna was .'
the son of Kunti before her marriage to Pandd;

and consequently these details may have heen in-

sorted 'to prove that Yudhishthiva was not wanting

in duty to the family of his deceased elder brother,

| Colleeted from the pile the wlitened bones;
These in & golden caskot they enclased,
And o’er it spread soft shawls of purple dye;
Then in a grave they laid it, and in haste
 With stone in ponderous masses, covered o'er ;
And raised a mound.”
| In the historic period a considernble refinement was introduced by the Grecks,
innstauch as the bodies of the slain were not burned but buried, = Thus the
- Athenians who fell at Morathon were interved on the field of battle; whilst the
hodies of those who fell in the first year of the Peloponucsian war were pre-
sorved, and ulfimately artanged in coffing of eypress wood, according to tribes,
and publicly buried with every honour in the fairest aubmb of the city.——
Thun}'dzdea, Book ii. o. 34, et seq.

L]
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THE INSTALLATION OF RAJA YUDHISHTHIRA.

. msroryor AFTER the buming of the glain, Yudhishthira and

INDEL g s e A
pane 11, his brethren proceeded in triumph from the plain of

| Naive ot e Kurukshetra to the city of Hastlnapur, and there

S netalintion of
| Yudnismshimes Yudhishthira was inangurated as Raja in the room

a under the

. Hominal saver o of Duryodhana, under the nominal sovereignty of

1 ! l‘&imnl‘

%ﬂm e the Mahdiraja. The details of this procession, and
the subsequent ceremonies of installation demand no
preliminary explanation, and may he sunp]y nar-

rated as follows :—

Distaglination of Now when Raja Yudhishthira beheld the dead bodies of
Yudhishthira to

! lﬁgﬂnnpuintbd his kingmen, who had been slain on the plain of Kuruk-

shetra, his heart; failed him, and he said that he would not
accept the Raj, but would retire into the jungle, and spend
the remainder of his days in religions devotion; but those
around him offered many topics of consolation to him, and
after a while his grief lett him, and he prepared himself o un-
dertake the duties of Raja under his uncle, Mahéraja Dhritar-
Ayiumphant  dshtra. So when all things had been made ready for his
Teplainor progress from the field of Kurukshetra to the city of Hastind-
Kurukshetra.
pur, he ascended a chariot which was drawn by sixteen white
umles. And Bhima took the reins and seated himself as his
charioteer, and bards and eulogists surrounded his chariot
on all sides and recited his praises; and Arjuna held the
royal nmbrella over his head, and his two younger brothers,
Nakula and Sahadeva, walked one on each side of his
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chsmat, and fanue& him. mth chtimams of ﬁne hau' And mrmory ow

Yﬂ}’ufah, the only surviving son of Dhritardshtra, followed 1&3:1:-13.

in another white chariot; and Krishna and Sdtyaki accom- —r—r=mra

pamed the procesgion in like manner in a chariot of gold. '

And the blind Mahdraja and the Réni Gandhéri went before

Yudhishthira in a velicle earried by men ; and Kuntf, Drau-

padi, and all the other ladies betook themselves to different

vebicles, and followed the procession under the protection

of Vidura.

o In this grand array Raja Yudhishthira entered the city crand entry
into the aity of

of Hastindpur; and he was accompanied by all his friends Hastingpar.

and kinsmen, whilst the bards and eulogists marched before

him and sounded his praises. Meanfime the people of the

city decorated the road with flags and garlands, and came

ont in their best attire to receive the new Raja; and thou-

sands of people thronged the entrance of the palace to wel. Yuahishthim

‘come the approach of Yudhishthira, whilst all the ladies of e

the palace in like manner welcomoed Draupadf. And Yud-

highthira acknowledged the acclamations of the multitude,

and received the blessings of the Brihmang; and he then

descended from his chariot, and went into the inner apart-

ments, and worshipped the family gods with offerings of worships tho

sandal, garlands, and jewels. Haying thus performed his N

thanksgivings to the household deities he returned to the

paI&cé gate, and with the assistance of Dhaumya and the

Muhdraja, he distributed suitable presents of jewels, cows, Digtributes

‘and cloths amongst the Brdhmans. Now a Rikshasa, named Bribnans.

Chiirviika, had disguised himself as a mendicant Brilhman,

and wmingled with the crowd; and having been a warm

friend of Duryodhana he was desirous of reviling the Pén-

davas. And when the acclamations of the multitude had Raviled by

rvaka,
ceased, Chirvika arose and said +—“ O Yudhishthira, listen Rékshasa dis-

tome! These Bribhmans have made me their spokesman to réban,
reproach you for your ignominious deeds in killing your

uearest and dearest kinsmen: I cannot discover what ad-

Vantag'c you have derived from committing snch crimes ;

your life must be now a burden to you, and the sooner yon B&“‘,.?,{,ﬁ.h"{?fé

‘dio the better will it be for all,” At this speech all the as- ﬂﬁt‘“"iﬁl;éz
L] irg.

Yor. I. 24



sembleel Brﬁhmaus were nnmgc,d but {me lm‘ﬂg downt 'mar

HISTORY O
I ot  hends with shame and said nothing. And Raja Yeidbish-
) Conmimni £ 5 VAN very mtch dejected at what Chirvika had said,

and in very mild terms he asked the Brihmans for forgive-
pess, and reqiested them not to put bim to shame, and even
sfered to put an end to his own life if they desired if.  The
Bréhmans replied = O Raja, we have said nothing sbgmn%
yon, but wish yon atl j joy and happiness : Thiy person is nok
a Brihman; he is a wicked friend of Duryodhana in dis-
wise : Hig mname ig Chdrvike, and he is a Rikshasa by
N bivth : Listen not to him, for He has spoken falsehoods!”
_ | Charvakn burnt S0 saying, the Brihmans looked upon Chirvika with angry
0 death by the

, uv:§r§ ol | 0yes, and he fell upon the ground like a tree struck hy
e ; lightning, and ‘was bt to ashes apon the spot.

i gﬁ;&m&m of Now when Yudhishthira saw that the Brihmans were
Catthenequi-  truly desivons that he should rule the Raj, he was much
. eseence of the
_ gmggmm his pleased ; and he cast aside all mclmmholy, and seatod him-

| Bntwwoned . self upon the golden throne with a cheerful heart, &nd with

m;?aofﬁ his face turned towards the east.  And in front of him sat

rg,‘g;};y;pgg Krishna and Sétyakinpon seabs of gold ; whilst npon either

| masgbration. gido of him sat Bhiina and Acjuna upon g golden carpets. At

e a littlo distance off sat hig mother Kunti npon a t'hmne of

ivory, with Nakula and Sahadeva on each gide of her, And

Mahfraja Dhritardshtra and his younger brother Vidura,

and the priest Dhauwmya, took their geats upon carpets as

bright as flame; and near the Mabfraja wat lis Réani

E?.Iﬁ;’.‘:’é‘.{iﬁﬂ Géndhdr, r—md his only sur"vivin.g son Yuoyutsu. .And, wh.i-rt;

arforied by they were all seated, Yadhishthira was solemnly inaugurated

v Raja by Dhanmya the Brdhman, who was the family priest

gymbotieal  of the Péndavas., And rice, which had been burnt by the
) rites,

okl sun, and white Howers, and pu,cm» of earth, and gold, silver,

and procious stones, were all brought before the new Raja,

and he touched them according to the customn. And fire,

and milk, ,and honey, and ghee, and the sacred shell, and

leaves and twigs of sacred trees, were all brought in like

. manner, and duly placed before Raja Yudhishthiva, = And

Potsof water . golden pofs, and silver pots, and copper pots, and earthen

fr
o&t iy pots, and pots made of precious stones, were all filled with
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ator from all the sacre& placos, a,nd armnp-ec“{ for tha cere- ma*ro:n’ @g
-md:ﬂ And. Dhaumyn., the family priest of the Pindavas, gﬂﬂ‘”ﬁ A

'aﬂlémnly perfovmed all the vites of inauguvation ander the ‘"“"""‘"—"“{ _
direction of Kiishna, And Dhaumya prepared a high place ;'Imiﬁh ey
on Whlch to offer sacrifice, and he kindled the five for the b i

Qﬁ'amnga And & tiger’s skin wes opened out before the Y\:i“]l}:‘{j“ml;

sacrificial five, and, Yudhishthira and his wife Dr anpadi took Se:;;‘:; s the ]

‘their geats thereon ; and Dhanmys prepared the homa for Offeving of the ¢
the propitiation of the gods, and poured i npon the sacred i

fire. After this the five purifying articles which are pros The five purify:
- Ing articles

dueed from the sacred cow, namely, the milk, the curds, the e IR

ghee, tho urine, and the ordure, were brought up by Him sud b
Krishna, and the Mahdraja, and by the four brethren of '
Yuﬂhlshthlm_, and poured by thom over the heads of
Yudhishthira and Draupadi: and then, in like manner, they pots of suerad
all brought up the pots of sacred waters, and poured the :fvff?fiﬁl;ﬁ'ﬁl\

- waters over the heads of the new Raja and his wife. And pad AR
when this was done tho musio began to sound; and fill the Music squnded.
air with harmonious strains, and the bards and eulogists gfi‘;;;:s?lmﬁnt
raised their voices and chamnted aloud the praises of Raja e prstageal
Yadhishthira and the glory of his mighty forefathers, jok

Now all this while Raja Yudhishthira was in no way Perfeot equani-
moved by all the honours thus bestowed upon him. Neither Rl
- did he exult in his inauguration, nor was he elevated by the

praises of the bards and eulogists.  He underwent all the Hisvatienca
goremonies with calmmess and pattence, and manifested monion

_ neither signs of sorrow nor signs of joy. And when the mtﬂ:itllttﬁo kil
~ vites had all been performed, he rose up and digtributed B

without stint, and in the greatest profusion, the richest and
mogt valuable presents to all the Drihmans who had as-
gembled at his inauguration.

In this mamner Yudhishthira was installed Raja in his Ywm:‘*&;gﬂ
ancestral Raj of Bhdrata; and whon the installation was Britians,
over, and the gifts had been distributed, he addressed the
Bréhmans in the following language :— The sous of Entreatsthe

hizans to

Péndu, whether they possess any good qualities or not, must ﬁgﬁﬁpg thanm:a

still consider themselves very fortunate, O Brihmans, at Diritaris
_hemg so much praised by you; and it is proper that you




mmmr on) ahon]d g'raut to myseﬂf a.n& my. brebhren any fwour whmh

]ﬁg“i‘f we may ask of you: Mahéraja Dhritardshtra is our fathor,

= and we adore him n¢ we do our most superior gods: If,

therefore, you wish to serve me or my brethren, you cannot

do that better than by placing yourselves under the rule of

the Mahdraja, and endeavouring to promote hig welfare: 1

myself live only for that purpose, now that I have slain all my

kinsmen ; and if you have any regard for me or 1y party,

you will show the same respect to the Mahdraja as you did

whilst the Kauravas were alive: He is our superior lowd,

and the ruler of the Pfndavas and their Raj: Forget nob

my special request that you shonld serve him.” 8o saying
Yudhishthira dismissed the Brdhmans.

0 vt of Atis The foregoing na.rmt:ve refers to two dlstmct

L foregoing narme
ke hr'q’ .

descriptions, wlm,h may perhaps be best considered
| @wo eventa dis: separately ; namely, ficst the procession from the
ety field of battle to the royal palace at Hastindpur;
T and, sccondly, the inauguration of Yudhishthira as
Yuvaraja, or as a Raja ruling the people in the name

of the Mahdaraja. | 8

Firsh, th - The description of the return of Yudhishthira to

um;ahant. ro-

gemionofthe  the palace will be readily realized by all who are

ndiyas.

IB:;‘PLT“IZE&!}!'?‘ familiar with the Courts of Hindid Rajas. @ The
and ehima,  penocial emblems of Hindid sovereignty are the
soverelen®y: ymbrella and the chdmara. The umbrella may be
called a canopy; but it in no way resembles the
canopy which is raised over the tlirone in European
Courts; but may be described as a large umbrella,
richly decorated with gold and jewels, and often ex-
ceedingly beautiful in design and WOrkmanshlp
The chdmara is the tail of a Thibet ox, which i
fixed into a handle, and employed to drive away
pietureofn  flies, The pieture is now complete. The Raja sitting

i ancient

Hindaproces: | iny state in a chariot or car drawn by sixteen white
' horses. The royal umbrella held over his head,
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glittoring and sporkling in the bright light of an
Indian sun. A chdmara of white hairs waving on

cither side to keep off the flies, and at the same time
adding pomp and significance to the scene. The
bards and eulogists accompanying the chariot,
chaunting in barbarous strains the praises of the
new Sovereign, as the Raja of Rajas, the descendant
of the gods, tho wise, the mighty, and the victorious.

-mh"rﬁa_.ﬁ“
©INDIA
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Other Chieftains follow in chariots, or in nondescript’

seats borne on the shoulders of men. Glittering
flags of every variety are adding to the gaiety of

the scene; and garlands of flowers are hanging

from every house and tree, as special signs of
popular rejoicing.'

The protest of Chérvdka after Yudhishthiva’s
arvival at the palace is somewhat curious. He is

‘said to have been a Rikshasa in disguise, and a

warm friend of Duryodhana, but he also stands as
the representative of a later heterodox sect, known
as the Chdrvdkas. 1t seems, therefore, not impro-
bable that the reference to Chérvéka is an interpola-
tion of the Brahmanical compilers, introduced for
the controversial purpose of exhibiting the heretic
as the ally of Duryodhana and enemy of Yudhish-
thira, who was justly destroyed by the angry glance
of the Brdhmans.

1 Such soohes os those described above are frequont.at Hinda Courts, or af
andiencos granted to Rajas by the Viceroy of India. The Raja and his attendant
Chi¢ftains are arrayed in cloth of gold, and radiant with jewels. The old Hinda
ear, or rath, may be replaced by an elephant or a European barouehs ; but the
chimaras, the eulogists, and the banners ave all there. Other insignia seem to
have boen added in modern times, saoh as Chobdars or silver sticks, and above ull
a large bookah. The hookah indeed is regurded as @ special emblem of dignity,
and is kept alight, and nccasionally smoked during the progress; the hookah-
bearer carrving the bowl on the seat by the side of the coachman, whilst the Raja
sits in the carriage and amokes through a long and rickly ornamented tibe,

Story of Ohar-
vaka o later ne

terpolation ins
tended a8 & gide

blow againgt
the seot of Chirs
vikns. :
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i ﬁ'e;cﬁnmg. the
installation of
Yudbishthiva

Donbtfal ane

© thentieity of th

al}a.

j‘_.ﬁa'smbh# o Tho descrlptlon of the inauguration of Yudhish-

thira is very suggestive. = Most of the ceremonies aro
still performed at the installation of modern Rajas;
and indeed the Mah4 Bhérata is gencrally regarded as
_an authority upon the subject, It is, however, diffi-
colt to say whether the covemonies were actually per-
formed in the case of Yudhishthira, or whether they

are not to be treated as later interpolations; intro-

duced for the purpose of bringing the old tradition
into conformity with modern Brahmanical rites.

porent oriin Tho enthroning of Yudhishthira with his face to-

Ap
| of the varions
] cerenionies.

wards the east, or sunrise, may probably be a relic
of the old worship of the Sun. The introduction of
Krishina appears mythical for reasons already stated.
The touching of rice, flowers, earth, gold, silver, and
jewels seems to be an assertion of sovereignty. The
offering of milk, honey, and ghee is Vedic. The
sacred shell is an emablem of the god Vishnu. The
loaves and twigs of trees, and the pots of water from
sacred vivers, appear to belong to some old fetische
rites which have been adopted by the Brdahmans,
The tiger’s skin is a reference to the god Siva, who
is generally represented as sitting or lying upon the
skin in question. The offering of the homa, and the
pouring of the five purifying articles produced from
the cow upon the heads of the Raja and Rénf, are
Brahmanical rites, but of very ancient origin, being
connected with the primitive worship of the eow as
the giver of milk, butter, and curds, The deserip-
tion of the patience of Yudhishthira, his perfect tran-
quillity, and his profound respect for the Brahmans,
may perhaps be treated as interpolations of the
Brahmanical compilers. The significance, however,
of these several rites can only be fully explained by
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referenco to the difforent religions, and will aocord- ustony or
' ingly be disenssed hereaftor! |

| The following desoription of the ceremonios to be performed at the inauguras
| fion of Rajus is taken from the Agni Purfina. : VeI
A Rajs should appoint  family priest and astrologer, wise rounsellors, and
. a Rénf possessed of due aceomplishments; at the period appointed by the astrols
oger or upon the death of his predecessor, he should make preparations fov his
coronstion.  The person to bu evowned should be bathed with Tila (sesimum
orientale) and white mustard (that is, with water in which fhese have beem

| steeped), and the astrologer aud Purohita should procluim his title swhen he showld
 buisanted o an auspicions throne; he should then hold out hopes of prosperity to
‘his gubjects, snd set prisoners at liberty. Previous to the coronation the femily
~ peiest should perform the Ain-drisaoti, @ sacrifice made in honour of Indra to

. seeuro prosperity. The Raja should fast the day before the coronation, and on

| \the next offer oblations upon the fire’which is upon fhe altar, attended with the

. revitation of manteas sacred to Vishau, Indra, Surys, Viswadeva, and Chandra
. Whis caremony tends to prolong the life, and is productive of religious morit and
| prosperity. The golden water-pot called Aparagita, or tonding to render ono ins
yisible, which is placed on the right side of the sacrificial fire, ond receives the
" yemaing of the oblativas of ghee, should be worshipped with flowers and sandal-
paste.  Good fortuue attends the Raja if the flame turn round to the wight, if it
appear like pure gold when heated, occasion g sound like that of a number of
cars, or of the clouds; when there issues no smoke, bub & fragrant yapour, and
whon it is of the form of o swastike (particular kind of temple, ete.); if the flame
be' elear and eaginy, without emitting any sparks; and if no cats, deer, or birds,

s Betwwosn the fire and the performer of the ceremony.

“Phe Raja should cleanse his head with earth brought from mountain-tops;
his twn ears with earth from the tops of white ant-hillocks, and his face with that
‘of o Vishnu Maridapa, ot a house in which that deity is worshipped. He shoald

 cleanse hiis neck with eavth from Indra’s temple; his bosom with that from the
gour-yard of the palace; his right hand with that raised by the tusks of cle-

" phauts; bis loft hand with that raised by the horns of bulls; his back with the

 vartlt of a tank; his belly with that of & place where two rivers meet; Tis. two
sides with that of the two opposite sides of a river; his buttocks with that of the

~door of n brothel; his thighs with the earth of the spot on which the sacri-
fice has Beon performed; his knees with that of a cow-honse; his legs with that
of a stable; and his feet with that from the whoels of a car,
|6 'The Raja beig then seated on o splendid throne, his head should be washed
with Pancha Gavys (milk, enrds, ghee, and the urine and dung of a cow). The
four ministoxs of ths Raja belouging to the fonr classes shall afterwards bathe the
Raj, viz. the Brahman with ghee filled in o golden pot, standing on the cast
gide; the Kshatriya with milk filled in a silver pot, standing on the gouth sida ;
the Vaisya with eurds filled in a copper pot, standing on the west gide; and the
Sudra with water filled in an earthen pot, stending on the north eide. An emi-
nent DBrahmen should then hathe the Raja and Réns with honey; a Brihman,

" who sings the Sama Veda, should bathe them with water and some kusa grass;
and ‘the family priest, having entrusted the proseryation of the sacrifiial fire to the
cave of a Sadusya (a bystander, who has to notice and correct mistakes), and re-
pairing to the goiden pot in which the remains of the oblations of gheo have been
veceived, should bathe the Raja, repeating the incantations which secure the good
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who sings the Yajur Veda, shonld bathe the Raja with water in a golden pot,
having & hundred holes, mixed with Survanshardi and Mahanshadi (certain classes |
of drugs), ghee, sandsl-paste, flowers, the common citron, gems, and kusa grass.
The water i5 to bo purified by mixing it with the above articles one by one, at-
terided with the recitation of their respective muntras from the Yajur Veda. A
Brahman, who sings the Atharve Veda, should afterwards mark the head and
throat of the Raja with the yellow pigment, ealled Gorachana. )
 Aftor this a great number of Brihmans having assembled together should
place a pot filled with Sarvanshadi (a class of drogs), and water brought from all.
the Tirtabs (places of pilgrimage), before the Raja, whilst he shall be fanned with
the tails of the Bosgrannies, and music and singing be oarried on.  The Rajo. shail
behold the pot, a looking-glass, some ghee, and somo other fortunate omens. He
should then worship Vishnu, Brahma, Indra, and other gods; also the plinets and
elephants. The Purohita being seated on a bed covered with a tiger's hido, the Baja
should present him with a dish of eurds and honey, and have hig turbon boand. The
turban of the Raja, seated on a bed covered with the hides of a bull, cat, elephant,
lion, and tiger, should then be bound. The door-keeper is to point out to hin his
wministers, ete, The Raja should offer cars, goats, sheep, houses, and other gifts
to his Purohite and the astrologer, and give away varions other things to other
Brahmans,  Having gone round the sacrificial fire, made obeance to his spirifual
tutor, and fouched the back of a bull, he is] o present his (huru with cows and
clothes. Lot him then proceed along the main street on & horse or an elophant,
attended by his forces, and having circumambulated the city re-enter its limits.
He is to entertain all the persous present, and then dismiss them.”—Wilson's
MS8B. in the Library of the Asiatic Socisty of Bengal. 4 AR



Bhérata, he attempted the colebration of a great pawr i

CHAPTER XVI.

4

' THE HORSE SACRIFICE OF RAJA YUDHISHTHIRA.

Waen Yudhishthira was established in the Raj of HISTORY o |
NDIAL

sacrifice known as the Aswamedha, or sacrifice of a Pertormanes of

an Aswamedhs

horse. ' This extraordinary rite hore some resem- S o sl

blance to the Rajasiiya sacrifice, which he had al- i
ready performed when he and his brethren had

cleared the jungle of Khéndava-prastha and founded
the Raj of Indra-prastha. But whilst the Aswamed- The Aswsmedis

more imporis
ank ritd then

ha seems to have been an assertion of sovereignty it e

over conquered Rajas, it was invested with an im-

portance and significance which were wanting in the

Rajastiya. Indeed the performance of an Aswamed-

ha was a task of peculiar difficulty, whilst it was
the greatest rite that a Raja could perform. By the
Rajastiya a Chieftain seems to have asserted his
sovercignty over a new and independent Raj. But
by the Aswamedha he was popularly supposed by
an ignorant and childlike people to have asserted his
sovereignty over the whole earth; and by the sue-
cessful performance of a hundred Aswamedhias, it was
implicitly believed that a mortal Raja would over-
throw the celestial Raj of Indra, and become at once
the ruler of the universe and the sovereign of the

god.s.



ssroryor The idea involved in this imposing ceremonial
paws 1. - Wasat once primitive and warlike, Anambitious Raja
e who desived fo establish his supremacy over friends
| thedswumedia and enemies without the formality of declaring war,
and without perhaps the danger of encountering a
| formidable confederacy, would perform an Aswamed-
¥ Boosenineofa ha in the following fashion. He would procure a

herse, and wary

| gesimsithe horse of a particular colour, and let it run loose in

ftd i} he { » L] i 0 . i 3
. mghtower,  public with certain ceremonies; and from that day,

and for an entire year, the hiorse would be permitted
to wander into whatever territory it pleased, followed
by the Raja and his whole army. The wanderings
of the horse were thus left entirely to chance, whilst
ity entrance into a foreign Raj was virtually a chal-
lenge to the Raja of that country ; for every Raja was
bound either to carry away the horse and offer battle,
i or else to tender his submission by restoring the horse
. maimworan  and joining his army to that of the invaders.  More-
) Aswamedby if
. thehorse s over, if the Raja who attempted the Aswamedha and
followed the horse, failed in any one case to secure the
restoration of the animal by the force or terror of his
arms, the Aswamedha was brought to an untimely
close, and the Raja who had attempted it was dis-
. graced in the eyes of his SubJPCTb and neighbours,
.[(.}“rang!i:.{)[‘.thﬁf]tm If, on the contrary, he succeeded in redutnng to sub-
aose of & suo- - miission every Raja who carried away the horse, and
(Ao thus at the end of the year brought the horse tri-
umphantly home to his own city, the animal would
be saerificed to the gods in the presence of the whole
assembly of conquered Rajas; and the Aswamedba
would be brought to aclose by a grand feast, at which
the roasted flesh of the horse would be regarded as
Renown of the imperial dish. Henceforth the performer of the

' every Raja who

| pertormed an - Agwamedha would be held in the highest honour,




and be handed down in song and ba.l]ad to all future
- generations; whilst every descendant for countless
- ages would preserve the memory and exult in the

(inferest would be excited, and a gencral agitation

;.;"I'-'_J'I‘he fa.me of hw power aud ma;usty would be spread uwmavw
\ gbroad by burds and eulngxsts throughout all lands, m,:;.ﬂi*{,

5

i | glory of his mighty ancestor, | LT

Iy is easy to conceive that under such CATCUM: Grost uttrane
tions of the

| stamces the performance of an Aswamedha would bhe Aswamedha.
| particularly fascinating to a warlike race like the ,
anecient Kshatriyas. It would combine all the ex- Combnmt.ionof_

war and gans |

_oitement of war with that of high play. If the Mo
. horse entered the territory of too powerful a Raja,
| before the army which followed -had been reinforced
by the retainers of weaker Rajos who had been con-

quered, the Aswamedha might be brought to a dis-
astrous termination. If, on the contrary, the horse

- confined himself to the territories of weaker Rajas,
" or deferred entering the territory of a stronger Raja
. until his followers had swelled into an overwhelm.
. ing force, the Aswamedha might be brought to g
triumphant conclusion. = Probably in times still
. more remote the loosening of the horse may have
;been a mere festival held fi e putpose of deciding
 the supremacy hetween the military settlors in a par.
tieular neighbourhood, and lasting perhaps only a

fow days or a lunar month, instead of an entire year, |
But whether on & large or a small scale, the greatest cenera excite-

ment.

would prevail. Fvery Chu,ftmn in the nelghbour-

hood would speculate as to whether the horse would

enter his Raj, and whether in such a contingency he
should bazard a battle or tender his submission.

" Every spot where the horse was caught, or where Mamorgﬁof A

mawed

a battle ensued, would be eagerly remembered and served i i
tradition,



nisrony oF pointed out to the inquisitive inquirer, é.-nd.;dfoﬁbtless
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y Haorifies of the

' horse ot the
close of an As-

| wamedha asso-

| iated witli the
worship of the
8 5100

‘would be long preserved in local tradition.
The Aswamedha thus originally combined the
idea of conquest and sovereignty with that of 'a na-
tional banquet at which the roasted horse might
have been regardsd as a national or imperial dish.
But, at the same time, the sacrifice was undonbtedly
invested with a religious significance, which is want-
ing in the Rajasiya. It was connected with the
worship of the Sun, which, like the worship of the
serpent, appears to have been one of the most

' Greck concep- ancient of all religions.  The idea that the Sun god

tion of the Hun

god.

' Horse sncriflice

/1 of the Massi- .

Bk,

- Disappearanco

10 of the Aswamed

b in Tucia,

was carried through the firmament, from his rising
to his setting, in a golden chariot drawn by fleet
and invisible steeds, was a favourite concéption of
the Greek bards. Again, Herodotus states explicit-
ly, that the Massagetee of High Asia sacrificed
hovges to the Sun, under the idea that the swiftest
of animals should be offered to the swiftest of
deities In the two Aswamedha hymns in the Rig-
Veda, the horse is regarded as the type of the Sun,
and also of Agni, or the deity of fire? At a later,
but still ancient period, the Aswamedha appears to

1 Ferodotus, Book 1. ¢. 216,

% See Rig-Veda, Suktas clvii, and olxiii, Wilson's translation, vol, i pp.
1121256, It must be confessed that the two hymns in question are exneedingly
obserre, - They are undoubtedly ancient, but still they appear to have been eom-
posed it an age of mysticism, long after the primitive age of horso gucrifice, and

possibly during some temporary revival of the ancient vite, They are replete
with mysticism, and ave wholly wanting in that exuliation in victory, and joyous
anticipation of a feast, which are likely to have found expression in 4 more prinis
tive und barbarous peviod, of which velics are to be found in the legendary nara-
tive preserved in the Mahs Bharata, Indeed, in the opening verse of thy first of
the Aswamedha hymns, the worshipper positively deprécates the wrathi of certain
Vedio deitics for thus paying reverence to the horss:—“ Let neither Mitra nor
Varuna, Aryaman, Ayu (i e Vayw), Indra, Ribhukshin (? Prajépati), nor the

Maruts censure us, when we proelaim in the sacrifice the virfues of the swift horse
sprung from the gods.”"—Wilson's transletion.



hwu fal]en mto d:suse, and durmg the smt:cesswe ms;?pﬁ nbl_;'__,_'"
‘ages of Buddhism and Brahmanical revival, it must e

have béen virtually abolished as altogether opposed 7 e

to the enlightened ideas of more clwhzed times.

But still the institution lived in oral tradition, and

was 0 deeply rooted in the memories and minds of

. the Hindyis, that it even yet finds expression in the

| Mah4 Bhérata and Réméyana, and is frequently re-

ferred to in the other sacred books of the Hindus. i

~An interprefation, however, has been gengrally ﬁiﬁﬁ“ﬁ!{fﬁn;"

‘placed upon the ceremonial, which was wholly un- ofthe ceremoni:,

known in primitive times, and which will form thu

subjoct of future discussion. In the Mahd Bhdrata

the Aswamedha is said to have been perfomwd as an

| atonement for sin; in the Rdmédyana it is said to

have been perfnmwd for the purpose of obtaining a

~gon ; whilst in both poerns, and in the Purdnas

generally, the sacrifice is said to have been frequent-

ly effected by anciont Brdhman sages for the ac-

quisition of religious merit, and for the attainment

of a supernatuml power “}m,h should render them

_ superior even to the gods.” X

The description of the Aswamedha of Raja Yud- Brbmavien

\ interpolations in )
hlshthxra., as it appears in the Mahd Bhérata, con- the et

‘tains distinet reforences to the old primitive custom s
‘of loosening the horse, and fighting every Raja who
opposed  its progress, which has already been de-
seribed. At the same time it is loaded with Brah- j
manical details and mythical references which are

antlrely at variance with this original 1doa These ovjections
against elimine 0

ating the inter~
polations, \

2 In the Yajur-Veda, which is mach la.i.er than the Rig-Veds, the saerifice was
'pcrfugmad without any slaughiter, the animals being tied to the posts whilst (he
lnvoeitions were being chavnted, and then let loose without injury.—Colebrooke
on ths Vedes, A logend is proseryed in the Mah& Bharata of a similar ‘I)lncﬂlcas.
Aswamedha having been performed by the saga Vribaspati, s 9



mam:w o¥ mterpolatmns howe:ver aro toc; almely mterwoven
JINDIA,
pawe . With what appears to be the original and authentic

~tradition, to be altogether ehmmufed and more-
over are more suggestive and amusing than the
ordinary run of Brahmanical additions. Acc'orrling-
1y the lf,gend will be exhibited as it stands in the
Mah# Bhérata, althongh in a greatly abridged form

! ;,mfgeggsngﬂ in ‘the whole being divided into three distinet narra-

| i tives, corvesponding to the three stages in the per-
' formance of an Aswamedha, viz.—

1st, The capture of the horse.

2nd, The loosening of the horse.

3rd, The sacrifice of the horse.

| The narrative of the capture, or, in other words,
.iﬁ‘g,:g;mggﬂf the stealing of the horse, may now be mlated as

follows :—

horse,

%‘%ﬁ:}f?‘ of Now after Yudhishthivs had been established in the Ha] !
he again began to grieve'very bitterly over the men who had

| | been slain on his account in the great war; and the Mahd-
I.;'..'%f,f.ﬂ“h&:“p?ﬁ“m raja and Krishoa tried to arouse him from his sorrow, and
) saoxifious. Krishna counselled him to perform sacrifices, and to enter-
o tain many guests, by which means he might cast aside his
: .-l:_."f_';‘-‘f::w coutisels  melancholy, After this Krishna returned to Dwiraka, whon
. %Qﬁ'g;”mﬁ? the sage Vydsa appedred to Yudhishthira, and advised him
e to perform an Aswamedha as an atonement for all his sins;
and Vydsa told him of @ place where he might procure

abundant treasure for the. ceremony ; for that in former tithes

whon o Raja of Ayodhyd had performed the same sacrifice,
he had given so much treasyre’ to tho Brihmans thab they .
could mot carry it all ‘away, and accordingly stored a large ‘
quiantity in a certain spot in the side of the Himélays moun-.

Yndhiaht.lz[m’s tain, where ib still remained. But Raja Yndhishthira refiused

_ i“:ﬁ??.;‘irii’., for many days to send for the treasure, because it belonged
L ﬁ:ﬁr‘i‘ﬁ-u to the Brihmans; nntil at length the sage Vydsa explained
et to him that five, water, earth, and riches belonged to no one,

and might be kept by any ome who found them. 'So after

i

e



L Blﬁhmrma which had boen stored in the Himdlaya mountain, °

iy ﬂeh d"._,coum Ra Yudluahi’b;ra &atermmml ta pmf’omi m'r&z[‘r t:m""'-_'-'i-'
BDEAL

L et lopse ont the fourteenth day aftor the entrance of the san
1 int Avies, boing thoe night of the full moon in the month of

o Aswame-ihm sm‘ufﬁce, and to sen& for the treasure of the Pawr 1k

N ow it was the rule ab Aswamedhas that the horse which R.ula e:i‘r tho As s

| was to be sacrificed should be of a pure white colonr like ;},m”,”.he

the moom, with ‘a yellow tail and a black right ear; or thoe i

| horse might be all of a black colour. ' The hovse was to be Nigstne .

| Tovsening, 0

4 : Gald plate \m
Ulioitro ; and it was to run loose for a whole year, with a ot h. :

! '_'_-gold plate on its forchead ; and on the gold plate was to be
inseribed the name of the Haja to whom it helonged, and &
L pl't}clmrmtmu that an army was following the ‘horee, and that
i ;'j_'-&ll who stopped the harae: or who led him away, would be
(. eompelled to acoompany theimrmy until the end of the year,
. and then would be called upon fo attend the Aswamedha
i aacnﬁce‘ And Vydsa, the sage, also told Yudhishthirva that

the sactifice was a ver y diffienlt one, inastauch as no Raja

could perform it who had not obtained a perfect control over

'-Ia}l: hig passions. Moreover, Vydsa commanded the Raja Necessibytor |

the Raja to con-

Shat b bie must nob sleep a sin gle night ont of his city through- trol his passiows -

for au entire

Cout bhe entive year; and that he must always sleep on the yea.

grmmd, with hig wife by kis side, and a naked sword be-

i ﬁ’@esﬂ them ; und that he must never onee put his hand npon

or the Whule merit of the sacrifice would be tumed to
Vyéaa also ivformed the Raja that a horse beaving

" 'iﬂ" he roquisite marks would be found at a yery distant city

'namati B&dmvaf,

When Vyfisa had thus spoken, Bhima offeved to go fo Bhwon offers to

9 40 ihercityut

i the city of Badravati and bring away the hovse; and Yud. Bulrvaiito

bring nway »

hishthira gave him permission, but wished that Rinlulian i forme T Raan

been present to counsol him in the matter. Whilst they Krishna's sude
den ﬂppl&“‘ﬂ}lcﬂ ."'
¥ were speaking together word was bronght that Krishna was at th gt of © |

the palace at:

gtanding &t the g&te of the palace; saying, that he would Hastingpur,

Dok enter a house at the request of a doorkeeper, but only

at the invitation of the owner. So Yodhishthira and his i‘g[‘o*%‘ﬁ‘é?l’;ﬁ}“‘ §

[ bretheen weut out and saluted Krishna, and brought him g’f',fl‘,ﬂ‘gm?'?"?

into the palace, and told !mn of the Aswamedha f-mcniwe i1



" mmn.t oF thast thﬂy wera about to pariorm Now when Krmhua, hewrd
JNDIA - ghat Bhima had been chosen to go to Badvavati, rather fhan

| Paay 1, _
Arjuna, he was somewhat jealous, for Arjuna was his friend

| Kerighyo jeat G G P .

i %m: Bime - and near kingman, And Krishna said st ‘Why send Bhima
- shonld be sent

| fofclithe | %o bring away the horse? Suvely such a mission is too great

. horsn inst
 Avjuna, for him : I am aware that he understands everything con-

| Keisioayob-  mected with eating ; but a man can have but a foolish head

eotions to B

| ammenthe  who ig always thinking of his stomach : I know also that he

' keore of his

Aondness for . has married a woman of the Asuras, and she will certainly

| eating, and his

it Iﬂwiaﬁéﬂ s deprive him of any sense he may have remaining : Moreover,
e it is the rule that if a man marries a woman of inferior rank,
or gives himself up to the love of women, or lives in the

house of his father-in-law, he may not take any part in the

ji puf’omnance of an Aswamedha : Axjuna, on the other hand,
il .':amm wiorts 18 fitbed in every way for high deeds.” Bhima replied i
. eV on say, O Krishna, thot he who has a large stomach, and
[t is ever intent upon eabing, is without understanding ; but
who can have a wider stomach than yours in which the whole
creation finds a place ?  You also say that a great eater hag
i no brains; who eats more than yom, who devour' 5.11 the
 Rafors fo Krish- vivers, all the demons, and all mankind ? . Then you object

Una's marri

0 :!i?ef:ﬁ““ that I have the danghter of an Asura living in my house, but
yon have married the daughter of Jémbavat who is a Bear;
and is the daughter of a Bear to be preferred to the daughter
of an Asura? As to my giving myself up to the love of

_ women, i8 it not known unto all men that you are in no wise

" Motines . botter than me? But let this pass : We are all anxious for

e your aid in the performance of this Aswamedha; and all my

own hopes rest upon you alone.”
At these words Krishna was mollified, and he gave his

_ ghﬁaﬁrgzﬁceegs consent that Bhima should go to Badravati.  And Bhima

bring away the. st out with two other warriors, and defeated the Raja of
Badravati and brought away the horse. And the Raja
resolved to accompany Bhima to Hastindpur, and attend the
Agwamodha of Yudhishthira, and to carry with him all his
family and treasures. Now this Raja had a mother who was
‘very old, and she wag called his great mother, bocanse she
had been his father’s head wife; and he was vory anxious



o bwlm her witl i, -Ami- the ngn sma to her, thaﬁ a8 she nmmniaa
TN

| was now approachmg theend of her duy&, it would be most & v
_:___proper for her to proceed to the river Ganges and bath 6}-’—“;{‘;;:;; _
‘there, aud to behold the many holy Rishis and devotees ﬂmﬂLg{_ (:a;ighgltl
who had taken up their abodo there. But his old mother Rajxteltve
roplied = What is this Ganges water that you ave talking i

about?  Have L not a hundred better springshere P 1 will ]

" never quit this house; for if T stir, all the goods and chattels

here will be eaton up : My maids and servants will be every
ﬁ&y plundering milk, and grain, and butter, and causing me
| grievons damago; so that when I retarm I shall find hall my

| property wasted and stolen.” And the Raja's mother was
. very obsiinate, and notwithstanding all that could be said,

| nothing would persuade ber to leave the city of Badravati 4
. and proceed to Hastindpur. So the Minister advised the o jdy mrned
- Raja to carry her by force, and accordingly o litter was pre- il
- pared, and the old Rénf was placed upon it, and sho was
| carvied away, crying very loudly; along with the whole camp

to the city of Hagtindpur. And when they came nigh unto

the city, Bhima went forward to inform his brother Yudhish-
thira, who thereupon came out to meet the Raja of Badra-
i 'vatl, accompanied by Krishna and all his Chieftaing; and
i 'Yndhwh’chu'a then conducted the Raja and all his party with

I great ceremony into Hastindpur.
' Now according to the rule of the Aswamedha thc horse grihna rotums

i __'c@uld not be loogened until the night of the full moon in the ik %;*;"*i:,g.ig; ;

of the loosening .

4 mcmtah of Choitro.!  And Krishna I't*tlll'nbd to his own mty of the horse.
and ﬂwglt; there; for there remained many months before A

‘tho horse could be loosened and the preliminary rites be L
. commenced. And when it only wanted one month to the mrck playea by
eeremony, Raja Yudhishthira sent Bhima to Dw srakd to %;’;i’ﬁ;‘f,“’”’f
invite Krishna to attend the sacrifice. And Bhima set off :
for Dwéraki with all speed and after some days he reached

the city in the evening, and proceeded to the palace of

4 The month Choitro generally corresponds to the latter half of the moenth of
Mareh and the fiest balf of the month of April.  The full moon in the month of
Thoitro would thus often correspond to the full moon at Easter; and this coin-

tidence has given riso to wild conjectures.
VoL. 1. - 2



