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BiSTOfiiY o r p reach ed  D m -yodhana; an d  w hen  B alaram a saw  th a t  h is  
p .u t 1ji th ig h  w as b roken , h e  c ried  out to th e  P andavas I n  -tight-

—— --------  irt'g w ith  th e  m ace, i t  is co n tra ry  to  ail ru le  to  s tr ik e  below
the w a is t ; an d  since in  a-n op en -co n tes t for th e  I ia j, y o u  or© 
■guilty o f foul play, and  tra n sg re ss  th e  'laws- of th e  c o m b a t X 

P n h r & t r a w i l l  s lay  you  all.”  .And B aD ram a to o k  th e  -p loughshare and 
the p e s tle , w hich he alw ays carried  w ith  him  as his w eapons,

.1 I g g 1- ,y and p re p a re d  to  a tta c k  th e  P andavas, an d  th ey  a t  fled  from 
before h i m ; and he p u rsu ed  them  in  g rea t w ra th , when 

ttriahna defends K rish n a  cau g h t him  in h is /  arm s, an d  said O b ro ther, 
th ese  P&ndava^ are onipM hsm en a n d  a re  w o rth y  m e n ; and  
in  th e  p re se n t ease B ltlm a has n o t tran sg re ssed  th e  ru le  of 
fig h tin g , because D u ry o d h an a  h a d  lo n g  ago in c u rre d  the  
b lam e b y  foul p lay  w ith  th e  dice, w hen  B him a .swore in  the 
p resen ce  b o th  'o f D uryodhana  a n d  Y m ihish th ira , th a t  he 
w ould b re a k  the  th ig h  o f D uryodhana, and  he h as  now  only 
fulfilled h is  vow : M oreover, th e  ivauravas are all s la in • and  
gone, a n d  i f  you now  s lau g h te r th e  Pandavas to  w hom  will 

B.,ne«x do- you g iv e  th e  Raj ? ”  Balarfona answ ered  : Y ou say  th a t
uowkW m e i, are in  th e  r i g h t ; b u t how  could I  look  on and

see B h im a  set h is  foot upon th e  h e a d  of D uryodhana, ? ”  
Kri*ni.a excuses A n d  K rish n a  tr ie d  h is  b e s t  to explain  aw ay the  evil a c t ;  and 
:m'ioia‘ he re fu sed  to  re lease  B alardm a u n til h e  had  sw orn  to  w ork

no fu r th e r  ill ag a in st th e  Pandavas ; a n d  Balmuma m ade the  
p rom ise  an d  was re leased , and  h e  im m ediately  m oun ted  his 
ch ario t, an d  went h is  way to  D w a ra k l  

Bhtma foi’|dren W hen  Balaram a h ad  d ep arted  from  the  p lain  of K u ru k - 
t %  she fra , B him a cam© fo rw ard  and  th rew  him self a t  th e  feet

o f R aja  Y u d h ish th ira , an d  im plo red  p a rd o n  for th e  evil he  
h a d  co m m itted  a g a in s t D u ry o d h a n a ; an d  K rish n a  and A r- 
juna , a n d  all th e  rest- w ho w ere p re se n t, cam e up  a n d  so­
lic ited  th e  Baja for h is  forgiveness, w hich a t  la s t  they  

The tan***, ob ta in ed . Then th e y  all w ent in  a b o d y  to  th e  sp o t w here 
D u ry o d h an a  was ly in g , and  th e y  s a t  down a ro u n d  him. 

t o  D u ry o d h an a  th en  c h a rg ed  K rish n a  w ith  h av ing  b een  the  
vodWma and' cause o f  th e  death  o f D rona, an d  th e  death  of K a m a , and 

^ i t h  h av in g  given th e  signal to  B h im a  to  s tr ik e  h im  on th e  
th ig h  co n tra ry  to  th e  rules -of fa ir f ig h tin g ; and  K rishna



re to rte d  by recap itu lating  all the w rongs com m itted by  history or 
Dur/odhana against his kinsm en, and especially w ith the
affront offered to Draupad'i, and the cruel murder of the -----....—™
stripling Abhimanyn. Duryodhaua replied I  governed 
my Raj with so much justice that the wolf and the lamb 
drank water from the same pond., and none over demanded 
a, tiring from me that I  did. not bestow upon him : No one 
before me had conducted a government so well as myself, 
ndrvvii! anyone who may follow me be able to equal i t ;  
and 1 now beseech the Almighty that he will, give me in 
eternity that lot which shall be the just retribution of my con­
duct.”  Whilst .Durvodhana was thus speaking, flowers fell 
from heaven upon ms head, and celestial music was heard m anpiyvai of. , Duryodhana..
t he sky; and when the l^mdavas perceived these things, their 
faces all turned pale, and they were seized with trembling.

jLiun. Koulma, seeing that the Jdandavas were all down- .Kxbb’w cos- 
hearted, said to them. :■— Yon are now become Rajas, and w, 'w V "!j" 
have obtained the Raj at the point of your own swords, hishtiiim as 
what is i t  therefore tha t you fear ? 'Take the government ^  
into your own hands, and administer justice to the ryots 
and to all. those who are oppressed, and for all your good 
efforts God. will reward you in the other world.” Krishna 
then sounded his shell with, all his might, and proclaimed the 
reign of Raja 7l udhishtliira j and ho made known that all 
who had risked their lives in support of the Raja should be 
exalted with duo honours and rewards. And all the people 
who wore present rejoiced greatly, and filled the air with 
their acclamations, crying o u t “  Long live Raja Yudhish- 
th ira ! ”

A fter this the P iindavas and their friends mounted their The PAwdavas 
chai’idts 'and proceeded towards the camp of the Kauravas, Kruffthe16 
leaving a few persons behind to look after Duryodhaua. f e g r e u *  
And when they arrived at the camp of their enemies, they 
found no one there save a few old people ; and they entered 
tho quarters of Duryodhaua, and saw so many jewels, a n d j j ^ f e .  
so much gold and spoil of all kinds, that their eyes were IS & S fe S i  
daswded with the sight. Z S j X ,

T h e n  Yudhishthira said to K rishna:— 1-‘I would have f i ta to th o
MaMraja,
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history of wished' to liar© paid a visit to Maharaja Dhritaraahtra and. 
wptA. tjl6 ufarf Gdndfeiri, and to Lwe excused ourselves as much

— —rr-------as possible to Gandhari, who is a woinan of the strictest
virtue, and of a sound religious character, and who has 
always shown mo great kindness : But now night has come 
on and -I cannot wait upon her, and I  am afraid that when 
site shall hear the news that-all her. sons are slain, she may 
utter a curse against us so that we all perish : I  therefore 
pray you to go to Haatmapur alone to-night, and soothe Iter 
all you can, and do not let her unawares pronounce a curse 
upon us.”  Krishna replied i— St W hat you have said is 

KriiArw reachw. pt.,fectlv proper.”  And he immediately .sot off for Hasiind-Ilastmapar on 1 * 1 1 "
PU1>' anfl  arrived there before one quarter of the night was 
Spent ; and'he waited upon Dkritarashtra, whom ho found 
seated in his palace, and went and took his hand and kissed 

itiiwW b* it. And the blind Maharaja immediately guessed who he 
:mv,i the Mahii- Was, and sa id :— “ I t  is Krishna l * And jh.mhna. answer­

ed :—“ Ales.”  Then Bhritardshtra began, loudly to weep 
and to wail, s a y in g —‘‘ 0  Krishna, do you approve of the 
slaughter of my sons ? ” Krishna answered :— “ Your heart 
is your eye, and nothing can be concealed from you, and you 
must be aware that what, has .occurred to your children is 
from the great god Siva, and not from mo nor from the 
lYmdavas.”  Dhritarashtra sa id ;—•“  I cannot but acknow­
ledge this, and at present patience is my only remedy : But 
I  am in groat pain for Daryodhanafs death, on account of 
his mother Gaudhari; because women are naturally not so 
patient as men. are : She must have heard of the slaughter 
of her sons, and she will be very miserable : So do you no w- 
go and visit her, and comfort her as well as you are able; 
perchance she is already dead with, anguish.”

- Aiding infs*. Now whilst Krishna was preparing to go to  the itdni,
»Sunt?Tthe Gandhari herself entered the door, and all ®  tears said to 
Kam OAndhwi. ,__c( q  Krishna, had you no compassion for me, and did 

■you deem it right that all my sons should be slaughtered ?” 
And with these words she fell down in a swoon. And 
Krishna’s heart burnt within him, and he burst into tears, 
fearing that (Mndhavi was really dead, and he called for



some sweof. odours and sprinkled thorn upon her-face. Ami bistort Of 
iJlit-ibanfslitra also.'came and laid Griidhfui’s head upon his vui^at 
knees, and after a considerable time she began to rev ive .--------------, . ■ ■. Krishra «u -
.Krisima- then said to h e r:— “ Von are not as other woman «>i«t 0>«uUwi

by i.vrlga.ifrtig
are, so as to lose all power of patience and resignation; or 
not to know that there is no remedy against the will of “imi 
Providence : W ere yon not always aware from the conduct’m - 
of your two sons, Duryodhana and Duhs&sana, that such a 
day as this must ciertaitdy await them ? W ill you not allow 
Of yourself that in all this business no one is to blame hut 
your sons ? You yourself know what counsel I  gave to 
Duryodhana, when I  on,me here as ambassador from the 
Paudavas : Now consider that these Pundavas are also vour 
sons, and have done nothing but in self-defence ; and that 
what has befallen your own sons is only what your sons 
were desirous of inflicting upon the P&ndavas: You are a 
woman of great- understanding; say now whether what has. 
befallen your sons can he attributed.as' a crime to any one 
but 'Duryodliana. •. Do not therefore make a useless clamour, 
but submit with patience, and eternal paradise will here­
after- be your portion from God : You are a woman of that 
profound sanctity, that if you were only once to u tter a curse 
against the whole world, God would for your sake involve 
it in destruction; bu t .if, seeing that your sons are already 
slain,, you should now curse the Pandavas, who will fulfil 
every filial duty to yon and your husband a thousand times 
better than was'.done by your own sons, what advantage 
could possibly accrue to you ? ”

Garidliiiri listened attentively to all these arguments, and m ndhm -^y
... „  . .. °  to Krishna,

said to Krishna :— 1 pray God to bless you tor haring
awakened me from the state of grief, in which I  was plunged 
by the loss of my children, so that I  was very nearly utter­
ing a curse against the Pundavas : Bid I am now aware that 
what you have said is just and light, and that I  have no 
remedy but resignation: But now you must take care of 
this aged , blind, grief-stricken, broken-hearted' husband of 
mine; and do not let too much evil overwhelm him, nor his 
enemies work their will upon him .”

X II.— TH E GREAT WAR. , cl-13



HisTOUT OB' Krishna answered h e r :— c< Fear not, for Raja Vudliish- 
inbia. tH ra .wili -perform every filial duty to your husband Dkrifca-

---- ----------rdslitra a thousand times better th ru  was ever none by
Duryodhana; and the Maharaja will bo a thousand times 
hotter treated by the Pdndavas than ever he was by his own 
sons ; and, if Duryodhana and Dohsasaua were your son.-., 
Yudhishthira and Arjuna wib be your slaves.”  And brana- 

Retups tn Aui Karl was consoled by these words of Krishna ; and Krishna 
V̂SSaviw in -the then, returned to the Pandavas, who had taken -up their
k.tUu’am. quarters for the night in the camp of the Kauravas; and 

he entered the presence of Yudhishthira and related to him 
all that had occurred during his visit at Hastinapur.

itrjview of the The foregoing narrative of the events of the last
Ih T o T tK r day of the great war is deeply interesting, hut calls
day of the great J  9  1 ’ . . ,,
war- for little comment. The mythical references to
Mythical refer- „ _tracoa to fcish- Krishna axe however singularly suggestive; both as 

regards his strange counsel during the battle between 
Blrima and Duryodhana, and. his mythical mission 

jutmr.rdina.-y to Hastindpur at the conclusion of the war. I pon 
S h m fth at the former point it may be remarked that Dnryod- 
lpSVtoS,d liana had. hitherto displayed a peculiar enmity to­

wards Krishna; or, to use a later and more mythi­
cal form of expression, lie had ever opposed, the 
worship of Krishna, and disbelieved in his divine 

Deaths of the nature. I'or some strange reason, which can scarce- 
S w  ly be fathomed, the deaths of the three leading
ascribed to the J . T7- • • > J
itatuorai inter- jier0es of the Kauravas a,re ascribed to Krishna s 
Krishra interference, although each case involved a moral 

delinquency. He caused the death of Drona by 
suggesting the He which was told as regards A swat- 
iMma. He caused the death of Kama by counsel­
ling Arjuna to shod! an arrow when Karim was 
trying to raise his chariot-wheel from the earth. 
Finally, he suggested the foul blow with the mace 
beneath the waist by which Duryodhana was m or-

f i t  ; , ' §l
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tally wounded by Bhfma. Accord mgly the - divine history  op
» . . . .  _ . " INI) EC

hero is .bitterly reproached by Duryodhana for these part E 
offences j and the difficulty is to understand why the Krishna re 
Brahmanical compilers should have attributed such 
undoubted deviations from morality to their own 
particular deity. Possibly they desired to transfer orî ortiw 
the guilt from responsible heroes to an irresponsible 
Supreme Being. The narrative of Yudhishthira’s 
lie, of Arjmia’s unfair shot, and of Bhima’s foul blow, 
may have been related in the original tradition, 
without any reference to Krishna, and without any 
attempt at palliation, simply because at that early 
period they were not opposed to the moral sense of 
the community. In the Brahmanical age however 
such deeds were by no means creditable to the na­
tional heroes ; although when changed to religious 
mysteries* and ascribed to an incarnation of the 
Supreme Being, they might be treated as acts which 
mere humanity could not venture to praise or con­
demn.

The mission of Krishna to console the blind Ma- Krishnaappear* 
haraja .Dhritardshtra, and the Edni Gandhdri, for W & tt'o f 
the slaughter of their sons, and, above all, to recon- *°''mso,er‘ 
die the bereaved pair to the murderers of their sons, 
is a circumstance which is far more in accordance 
with the religious character of Krishna, who is not 
linfrequently represented as a consoler in times of 
sorrow and suffering. Indeed, the tone of thought 
which prevails throughout this portion of the poem 
sufficiently indicates its later origin j and it may be 
safely passed over as a pure invention and interpo­
lation of the Brahmanical compilers.

■'
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CHAPTER X III.

THE REVENGE OF ASWATTHAMA.

history op T his great war of Bh&rata was now over. The 
pfi'r o. cause of tho F&ndavas had triumphed. Duryodbana 

was lying mortally wounded upon the plain of Ku- 
!riim̂ fortha rukshetra, and of all his numerous followers only 
rbm*ŵ riow three remained alive. But these three were still 
of»ntbofom* prepared to renew the struggle; a circumstance that 

tends to confirm the view that the war turned upon 
single combats, and that the forces engaged might 
have been counted by tens or hundreds rather than 
by millions or billions. Amongst these three men 
was one named Aswatth&ma. He was the son of tho 
old preceptor Drona, and had fought, like his hither, 
on the side of the Kauravas, but bad hitherto made 

tov or Asvau no figure in the history. When however Drona was
thaanv, son of . * .

ro?tho Ŝ ain ”y Dhrishta-dy urnna on the fifteenth day of 
father.01 hl the war, Aswatthama had sworn to be revenged on

his father’s murderer; and on the night of the last 
day of the war circumstances occurred which en­
abled him to fulfil his vow. Yudhishthira and his 
brethren were sleeping in the camp of the Kauravas, 
on the opposite side of the lake; but all their sur­
viving followers and servants, together with their 
wife Draupadi and their five sons, were sleeping in

1 - ' , 1 1 * " i , 1' 1 u1:, •
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their own entrenched camp in apparently the m ost hisJ qbt o s  

perfect security, having, as they supposed, not a single r *ut l i  

enemy remaining alive who was capable of working 
them ariy harm. The story of the revenge of As- 
watth&ma is as follows t—

How it was on the evening of the eighteenth and last Nwhtofiho 
day of the great war that the Pdndavas had left Duryodhana ifr\hev*»rl 'l "i 
on the plain of Kurakshetra, and that Krishna had visited 
Dhritaruahtra and Gandhari at Hastinapur. And when Bur- paiyodhaim  

vocThana was left bv the Piindavas, he sat up in spite of his aloft® upon the* * 1 x, . plain.
wound, and cleansed lus face from blood and dust, and 
bound up liis hair. Meantime AswattMma, Kripa, and The tfireo 
Kritavarman perceived that the Pdndavas- had departed ; rioMopShirmy 
and they camo out of their place of concealment, and pre­
sented themselves to "Duryodhana; and when the people 
whom Yudhishthira had stationed to take care of the Baja, 
saw those .warriors approaching, they ran away. .And whon Their (treat 
the three warriors came near to Duryodhana, and behold his *mf’ 
wretched condition, they rolled themselves in the dust and 
wept aloud. And AswattMma said to Duryodhana,:— (< You AamtiMm- 
know how Dhrishta-dyumna slew mv father Drona, and how mitdavasiLf 
with like tre achery Bhuna has worked this evil upon you :
I f  now you will lay your commands upon me, I  will this
very night go and slay every one of the Pandavas.”  Bur- J>u?yo(H»ana
yodliana then bade Kripa bring AswattMma before h im ; watti»<m*chtof
" . . .  °  t i t  in ftomnumd,
and Kripa took AswattMma s hand, and did as he was com- anfdim** him

to tuinK til
mamled. Duryodhana then said:— I  now appoint you, h««i of Biuo,*,
AswattMma, to be Chief in my room/'’ And. Baja pur-
yodltana turned to the other two, Kripa and Kritavarman,
and s a i d H e n c e f o r t h  do you look upon Aswatthdma as
you have hitherto looked upon me," And Aswatthdma
kissed the ground, and uttered a prayer for the Baja ; and
the Baja said :—“ The time of my death has now arrived,
and it is my wish that you go tin's vary night and slay all
the Ptmdavas and their army, and bring me tho head of
Bhiina, that on beholding it I  may go out of this world with-



1U8TOBY o f  oat re g re t/ ' So saying, the strength, of Duryodhtma again 
I'Avrii tailed litm, and ho fainted away from weakness and pain.

—4i---~~.—  After Daryodhana had thus appointed Aawatth&ma, eon
vi!!rV'teaveV)w- of Drona, to bo Chief and Commander in his own stead, the 
fiw plain!111011 three warriors took leave of the dying Baja and went their 

way. And they sat down, under a tree to consult what they 
should d o ; and AswattMma said :-—w I  have already re­
ceived the orders of the Raja to slay all the Pdndavas this 
very night, and I must now do something or forfeit my 

A'vvuuW'xh head.” And AswattMma saw that a large number of crows
M e p in i were roosting in the tree; and presently an owl came, and

killed the crows one by one, without alarming the others.
Resolves to fall And Aswatthama said to his two companions :— u This owl•upon the JPta* . .
aavasinjMke instructs me how to act towards my enemies if they be too
in Odin or. 1

numerous: I t  is to kill them by night one after the other, 
without making any noise that will disturb the rest: (live , 
me your advice ! Shall I  go and fall upon our enemies, par­
ticularly upon Dbrisbta-dynmna,who slew my lather Drona?” 

k -ifi't n.mon- Kripa replied:— You are well aware that Daryodhana will 
now certainly die, and we have already done very much in 
his service: My opinion is that we should betake ourselves 
to MaMraja Dhritarashtm and the lidni Gundhdn, and men­
tion this scheme to them ; and then if they order us to set 
about it we should do so, but that otherwise we should not 
move in. the m atter.” And both Kripa and Kritavannan

A.wat&iima strong!v urged AswattMma, but fee would not listen to
SuTw-of them, saying:— “ These people have slain my father, and I
jjiMiia. f)m confident that they will all be sleeping after their vic­

to ry ; and if I do not watch this opportunity for revenge, I  
am very sure I  shall never m eet with another; and the 
grief that now overburthens ray heart will never be assuaged 
as long as I  live : If  I conquer m this effort it is well; 
otherwise if I  am killed I  do not care: So do not interrupt 
me, but leave mo to my purpose: In the beginning of the 
war T ought not to have taken up arms at all, because I  am 
a Brdhman; and I  should have occupied myself in study and 
p rayer: But now that L have launched my life upon the 
torrent of war, I  must fight to some purpose: The least that

l%3 , . <SL
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I can <3o- ia to revenge my father's blood upon his enemies., history of 
and if I  do.not accomplish this, what can I  say for myself?"
Kripa replied:— “ Since you are so sore upon your father's “ “ 7"™"'*'' 
death, 1 pray you to remember that it is wrong to fall upon *»-£ morning* u.nd
our foes unawares: Stay now till, morning, and we will all 
three go and light the Pandavas fairly, and. see to whom the 
great god Siva will give the victory: Let us sleep now, and 
to-morrow set our faces to the battle." Aswattbama said :
—“ Kage will not let me sleep, hot you may go to sleep and 
welcome." Kripa answered :—“ I  only advise you that it is 
a most enormous crime to slay people in their sleep; for the 
rest, do as you phase." AswattMma said :—“ -What you 
have counselled is very true, but however much T strive with 
myself, I  cannot let the slaughter of my father go un­
punished ; and if I  can but accomplish the death of Dhrishta- 
dyumna, let what may come to pass, be it going to heaven 
or going to hell."

When AswattMma had done speaking, he rose up and
*• °  followed by

harnessed his horses to his chariot, and he put on his armour Kri-
and drove off; and when Kripa and Rritavamian saw that n.-cdsto tA ‘ 
advice had no effect upon him, they both followed after him. «"•**■»•
And Aswatthdxna went straight to the camp of the Pandavas.
Now Baja Yudhishthira and bis four brethren were at that- Absencedftha
time in the camp of the Kanravas,. where they had found <’>imu>Uho Uw
much spoil, and had taken up their quarters for the n igh t; ’
but their five sons by Draapadi, and all the other Chieftains
of the army, were in their own camp, sleeping soundly in
their several quarters in perfect security, and Draupadl also
was sleeping in the camp. Now the camp of the Pandavas The single gate-* * way#
was surrounded by a deep trench, so contrived as to have
only one gate or entrance; and there was no way of entry
on any other side. And when AswattMma came to the A*w»uhfani
gate ho saw that his two friends were following behind; and rX l/ta  lulrA
he requested them to stay and guard the entrance, whilst he
went in and worked his revenge. He then passed through am>'
the gate without seeing any one j and went straightway to
the quarters of Dhrishta-dy umna; and he saw D hm hta- Surprises
qyumna sleeping m splendour with all his women sitting ^radsisugh.

C ■' XIII.— TIIE REVENGE OF ASWATTHAMA. 8 4 9
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MjftTOHy or about, him. And the.women were thmalorstrickeh at the 

approach of As watthiima, and lie went and kicked Dhriabta- 
— - dyiuntta on the head, and awolco him from his sleep. Then

Dhvishta-dyiunua beheld Aswatflidma standing before Mm 
with a drawn sword, and he cried o u t:— “ What cowardice 
is this: to fail unawares upon a naked man 1 ” And Aswafc- 
,'iubnu struck him on the head with the back oi the sword

s.Tcam w.iy os' the and broke his skull. Then the women began, to scream and 
^nemi'wnftt- AswattMma rushed out, and no one knew who he was; but 

the people of Dhrishta-dyumna, who had come out with 
drawn swords on hearing the alarm, seeing a man rush out 
from the quarters of their Chief with a naked sword, ran 
hastily after him. And Aswattliama killed a great number 
of them, and in their confusion many of them killed each 
other.

Theflve sona of N ow it so happened that Draupadi had come into the 
nwif<'utand*aro camp that very night with her five sons whom sh e had borne 
j&by.Aauftt- to the Pdndavas. And the young men were roused by the 

noise and alarm, and hearing that some one had killed 
Dhrishta-dynnma, who was the brother of their mother, they 
armed themselves and ran out to revenge him. And A.swat- 
thdma foil upon the five sons of the Pandavas one after the 
other, and cut them down and slew' them one after the other. 

Fearfulsia'.xh- And all the camp was itt horrible confusion, and the people, 
followers «mi( as they rushed out from their several quarters, fell upon each 
Ht/uiavas. other in their alarm, and fathers slew their sons and sons their 

fathers, and no man knew what was done either by himself 
or by the others. And every one who tried to escape by the 
gate of the camp was cut down and slain by Kripa and Krita- 
varman, whom Aswattbiima had posted there. And Aswat- 
thama found a great pile of firewood in tho camp, and he set 
it on fire, and by the light of the flame he discovered and 
slew very many. And the horrors of that night surpassed 
all that had occurred during the eighteen days of the war, 
for Krishna and the Pandavas were sleeping far away in the 
quarters of Duryodhana, but all their followers and servants 

with innumerable had been left behind in tho camp of the Pdnda-
o?t|° vas. And Aswatbhuraa cut off the heads of the five sons of 

Vanduvati.
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Draupadij ami carried thorn in his hands; and ho made his thstort of 
escape through the gate of the earnp, and joined Kripa and
fCritavarman, and lie boasted that he had avenged his fa th e r 's------------
blood, and proposed that they should return to Duiyodhana, 
and acquaint him with thoir victory .

.Alter this the three warriors proceeded to  the spot where The three W* 
they had left Duryodhana; and on thoir way they saw the Buryodhamf 
wolves and the jackals devouring the> bodies of those who 
had been slain, in. the great war, as they lay on the plain of 
Kurnkshetra. W hen they approached the Raja, they found 
him fallen in the midst of blood and dust, but with a portion 
of his senses still remaining, and they sat down near him 
and began to weep. Them Duryodhana looked up and knew 
who they were, and he made signs with his hand to ask them 
whence they came. Aswatth&ma said •-—“'A  curse bo on us AswatthAnw. . .  . , . passes off to
for being alive while you are in this State: Nevertheless, 3 heads of the°  “ ’ sons for the
have brought you. something which even yet will give you 
joyH Hearing this, Duryodhana, notwithstanding his weak­
ness, raised himself up and asked what he had got. As- 
watthama a n s w e r e d ■“ I  have this night killed all the five 
Pandavas with their whole army, and here are their five 
heads.”  When Duryodhana heard these words he leaped ic*aitKnon of 
up a full cubit from his place, and said:—“ Do you really 
speuk tru th  ? ”  Then AswattMma produced the heads, and 
Duryodhana desired that they should be shown to him one 
by one, which was done; and as the day had not fully 
dawned, and as the heads of the five sons of the Pdndavas 
were perfect semblances of their respective fathers, Duryod­
hana thought as ho beheld them in the hands of AswattMma 
that they were the real heads of the P&ndavas. And Bur- Dmvwtonu, , takes the head
yodnano sa id :— U Aswatthama, you have entirely taken of BMtiMft'pvm,J g  J and discovers
away my grief, and now give me Bhima’s head into my own tho impostor©

^ J 0  J J by crushing tha
hand.” And Aswatthama gave him the head of Bhima’s 
son j and Duryodhana took it and squeezed it with all his 
might, until the skull burst in. Duryodhana then s a i d - 
“ Alas, A.swatth&ma, this can never be the head of BMma, 
which must; be vastly too strong and hard to be broken 
between my hands.”  And Duryodhana then asked for the
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history of o th e r heads, and  exam ined them , an d  he perceived th a t th ey
Pakt̂ h were the - heads of .the. sons of Draupadf, and not those of

...—........— her husbands; and he instantly fell into the most profound
Reprmyhest grief, and exclaimed •— f- U AKwatthama, you have done a
Hiemimiwof horrid deed in slaying1 these harmless youths, and time ent- tho hn-iwent . • ° ■
»0,,a* ting short my whole.race: Had these- young men lived they

would have preserved our name alive: My enmity was; 
against the P&ndavas, and not against these innocents.” 

3>rati\ of i)ur» Saying this Duryodhana leaned his head upon the lcne.es of 
Kritavarman and immediately expired. And the three 
warriors looked, on and wept j and then reflecting that the 
Pandavas would soon discover the mischief of the night, and 

Fii(-;ht of % hasten to pursue them, oliey said, to each o th e r :— “ Baja 
Duryodhana is now dead, and the Pandavas will presently 
com- and take away his body, and this is no place for us.w 
Sc each one mounted his chariot and fled,

.N ow when AswabtMma had taken his revenge in the camp 
of the Pandavas, one quarter of the night- still remained ; 
and the charioteer of Dhrishta-dyumna mounted his master’s 
chariot and set off for the camp of the Kauravas; and at day­
break ho arrived a t the quarters of Yudhishthira and his 

Yadhtththtni brethren , and informed them of all that had occurred. Then 
kv .on.' u' 1,1 a Raja Yudhishthira fell down in a swoon, and all his bre­

thren thought him dead, and began most bitterly to bewail 
h im ; but Krishna consoled them, and said th a t Yudhish­
thira was certainly alive, and ordered some perfumed water 
to bo brought, and sprinkled it  plentifully on his face. After 
some time Yudhishthira came to himself, and turning his 

iUi-imentft. face towards Krishna, he said ;*—“ W hat grief upon grief is 
this tha t comes on ns every moment ? This unfortunate 
Dranpadf, who for thirteen years has endured for our aakes 
so many miseries and afflictions in the jungle, has no sooner 
come into the camp, and seen her sons and kinsmen, than 
the worst of all calamities has befallen her in the loss of her 
brother Dhrishta-dyumna and all her five sons : I much 

Krishna i on- fear that this misfortune will cause her death.”  Krishnasoles Min.
answered :— The decree of the  great god feiva is without 
remedy, and there is now no resource but resignation; and



% L
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it is your duty to return him thanks- for your own pre- history of 
serve fckra, and to live in hopes that he will bestow upon j ^ f n  
you other children.”  Baja Yudhishthira then sent his —— — ~ 
brother Nakula to bring Draupadi that he .might comfort sends foe J)r3p 
her. And when Draupadi came she was weeping very b it­
terly : and she said to her husbands:— “ You have been wan- d™«b»m <!•-J ■ , . crie;i the idea i,i'
dering thirteen'years m  the desert and jungle in the hope 
at the end to enjoy the 'happiness of having your child­
ren about you ; and now that you have seen Abhiaianyu, 
and all my five sons, slain by your enemies, have you 
still the inclination to be Rajas, and to rule the world and 
flaunt upon thrones? ” Yudhishthira and Krishna both 
replied to her, saying:— "  You are the daughter of a great and Krishna, 
and wise Baja, and there are now no such women in the 
whole world as Kunti and G/mdMri: You should first re­
flect upon the number of sons and brothers and other kins­
men they have lost in this great war, and not act like other 
women who have no reflection, and whose example leads 
you to make this outcry.” Then Draupadi was somewhat <w 
consoled, and she r e p l i e d I  feel myself tran-juilliaed by Aouita*, 
your words, but can you with all your valour .and prowess 
hold it  allowable that the son of a Thur man, like this As- 
watth&ma, should slaughter my brother and sons with im­
punity'? ”  She then turned to Bhima, and sa id :— “ Can 
you, stout as you are, permit Aswatthdma to do all this mis­
chief without suffering for it ? I f  you do not bring me his head 
let me never see your face again.”  Yudhishthira answered 
her :— “ Aswatthdma is a Brahman and the son of our tutor ^UMson^f n 
D rona: I f  he has committed any crimes, Vishnu, who is '
superior to all gods, will certainly avenge it on him ; and \5Xra? lvft *  
What good will it  do you to have him slam ? Will it bring 
your sons and brother to life again ? Leave him to God, for 
Vishnu will certainly revenge on him the wrong he has done 
to you and us.” ' Draupadi said I  will not thou insist 
upon his death, but I  have heard that he has upon his head 
a precious jewel that will illuminate the darkest night and waUkima. 
protect its possessor against every enemy; and that jewel

von. :|  23
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h i s t o r y  or you must take from Mm .and give it me, and the loss of it 
pfitT̂ n will be worse to him than tbo loss of his life,”

—-----------  A t these words of Draupadi, .Blum a mounted his chariot
and set off in pursuit of A swatthuma, and Arjuna and Krishna 

Arjum cic'privss followed after. And Arjuna and Krishna overtook Aswat- 
tCftiuuiXtinh thatna on the banks of the Ganges, and compelled him to
given it to  Bill- , , . I , ,  • ' > , , , ,  -tun. give up the jewel. And the jewel was given to Binma,

And BMma went to Draupadi, and found her in tews, and 
ttkroaconsoles ho said to her :— 0  Draupadi, do you not remember that 
stVeŝ hcr thJo* day when the Kauravas insulted you and drove us all out of 

the city of Hafitin&pnr, and when I came to you and bade you 
not to grieve, for that the day should come when their own 
wives should dishevel their hair in sorrow for their husbands ? 
Then you said that you would not care if all yonr sous were 
slain, and all your husbands save one, so long as that one 
could revenge your affliction upon the Kauravas: Now alt 
wo live brethren are alive, and all the Kauravas are slain, and 
their wives are dishevelling their hair for them, according 
to your wish : What better then could have happened 
than for your sons bo be slain in battle and so go to para­
dise ? And hero too is AswattMma’s jewel for you, which 
you demanded ; so take it, and give thanks to God.” Then 

BmiywH brans- Draupadi was entirely consoled by these words, and she 
’: ' r u ^ r wia took the jewel and gave it to Yudhishthira, saying:— “ hud- 

hishthira is now the Maharaja, and it becomes him to wear, 
this jewel upon his head.”  So Yudhishthira wore the jewel on 
his head,' and it appeared as resplendent as the sun, and all 
the people cried o u t:— (< Long live Mah&raja Y ndliishthira! ” 

Prtieossion of Meanwhile Mah&raja Dhritarashtra, together with his 
vitliSithB wife Gdndhdri, and his brother’s, widow Kunti, and all the 

h usniohLto women of the family, set out to behold the field of Kuruk- 
Kurnisjjotra. shotra where the great war had been fought between the 

Kauravas? and the Pandavas. And as they journeyed they 
Tiv !.■ interview met with the three warriors, Aswatthmna, Kripa, and iCrita- 
r̂ywitig warn-varmac., who had worked such terrible mischief in the camp 

ihvaarmies. . of the .Pandavas. And the three men said to Dhritarashtra :
—“ Your sons engaged in a desperate war, and are now gone 
to the mansions of India"; and our whole army is destroyed,

: In %L
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aacl we are tlie only three survivors,” K ripa then said to  history op 
Gftndhari:— “ Q trim, your sons have fought so b r a v e l y ,  p f^ 'u ,
that they are now enjoying 'happiness and glory in the rnan- — ..
sions of In d ra : Lament not therefore for thorn ! Nor have said to have 
tlie Pcbdavas obtained an easy victory, for we three entered 
their camp in the night time, and slew their sous and many 
of their h e ro es: Take oorafort therefore and permit us to 
depart, for we are flying for our lives from the P am lavas/'
Bo saying the three took their leave and proceeded towards 
the river Gauges; and on their way they parted from each 
other and followed three different directions j and then  it  
was that Arjuna came up with Aswatfcliama, and took from 

» him the jewel.

The terrible picture which the foregoing narra- î Meŵ tho'f , . , fbrogoinst story
live calls up to the imagination comprises, perhaps, g g m ^ r,sa 
some of the most graphic scenes in the history of ma‘” 
the war. After many days of battle and slaughter, Appearance or 
the plain of Kiuttkshetra was as silent as death,
The sounding of war-shells, the heating of drums, the w&lllay o! 
the shouts of combatants, and the shrieks of the 
■wounded, had passed away, The plain was covered 
with the corpses of the fallen; and amongst them 
the dying Chieftain of the Kauravas was lying upon 
the bare earth in mortal agony of mind and body, 
but thirsting like a wounded tiger for the blood of 
his enemies. Meantime, the triumphant P&ndavas 
and their party were reposing in two camps on either 
side of the lake; the live brethren in the deserted 
camp of their defeated enemy, and their family and 
followers in their own camp. Of all the forces of Passionate Re-

‘ . . . sire, for revi ««ei: the Kauravas none remained alive excepting As- exhibited by eiaI o surviving Knu-
watthama and his two associates ; and at eveningIavas- 

I time those three warriors paid a visit to the prostrate 
| Duryodhana. The talk then was only of revenge.
I The dying Raja passionately called upon Aswat-
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history m  tli dm a to ;,.:o anti slav ail the Pdndavas, and, above
INDIA. . ' „ . '■■■■ ’ ■Past ii. all, to bring him the head of Bhtma, that he might 

die without sorrow ; and AswattMma' was equally 
prepared on his part to revenge the defeat of his 
Raja and the death of his father.

Compamort The subsequent vengeance of Aswatthdma forms, 
perhaps,one of the most barbarous incidents of the war, 

barbarous inci- One horrible night has indeed been described, during 
hard ’ ‘ which armies mangled and slaughtered each other be­

neath the glare of torchlight, and carried about with 
ghastly exultation the bleeding heads of friends and 
kinsmen. Again, the scene in which Hhmsa drinks 
the blood of his murdered enemy is revolting to the 
last degree. But in both oases the passions of the 
combatants were stirred up to the highest pitch by 
the fury of the hand-to-hand struggle. The mas­
sacre, however, in the camp of the Pandavas was 
widely different. It was revenge inflicted upon 
sleeping and unarmed men, and upon sons instead 
of fathers; and, perchance, a more hateful form of 
vengeance has scarcely ever been perpetrated.1 

arrwj'fkrth* At sunset on the evening of the last day of the 
uTowi'aftvtur- great war, AswattMina and his two associates wereititf the birds ~ ’
r m s * . sitting beneath a tree. AswattMma was burning 

for wholesale vengeance, whilst smarting under a 
sense of weakness and helplessness. To a rude 
warrior, who implicitly believed in omens as lessons 
or warnings, the incident of an owl pouncing upon 
the birds, one at a time, as they were sleeping upon 
a tree, could not fail to produce a marvellous effect.
“ Thus,” he cried, “ will I  slay the Pandavas!” 
He accordingly entered the Pandava camp, leaving

1 A scene somewhat similar is to be found in Homer (Iliad, Booh x.), where 
Bioined and Ulysses surprise the Thracian camp.



his two companions to guard the only moans of h istory  of 

entrance or exit. Then followed the attack upon pAm n. 
the sleeping- Dlirishta-dyumna, the slaughter of the 
naked man, the midnight panic, the horrible confu 
lion of friends and foes, the escape of the murderer 
with the five heads of the sons of the Pandavas, 
and the dreary walk over the plain at early morn­
ing, when the first light of dawn just disclosed the 
wolves and jackals who were still feasting upon the 
bodies of the slain.

But another scene was yet to follow, which no *£«««>°f m- 
one could have portrayed or imagined saving an th^SSSi? 
Oriental bard who could fully sympathize in the jo y ofI)uryoaUana' 
of gratified revenge. In the dim light of early 
morning the three warriors once more stood by the 
side of the dying Baja. For a brief interval Dur- 
yodhana was deceived. For a brief interval he was 
led to believe that the heads of his hated kinsmen 
were before him; and forgetting his wounds and 
losses, he rejoiced in the completeness of his re- 

• rouge. lie took the supposed skull of his murderer, 
and crushed it between his hands; and then the 
truth suddenly flashed upon him. The light of the 
rising sun fell upon the countenances of the dead, 
and he saw that the heads were those of the sons 
and not of the fathers. Thus his joy was turned 
to the deepest grief, and he leaned upon the knees 
of Kritavarrnan, and expired in an agony of 
sorrow.

The concluding portion of the narrative of Al* Mytdwi o,ar- 
watthama’s revenge has been so hopelessly falsified Ŝ rnet“ttbAmas 
by the Brahmanical compilers that it is wanting not 
only in poetical justice but in human interest.
The story of As watthama’s jewel or amulet appears

fi 1 §L
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histoky of to be a myth. Probably In the original traditionINDIA. • */ j  o
Bhfma pursued Aswatthdma to the death, .arid 
brought his head to Draupadf. As, however, 
Aswatthania is said to have been a Brahman, the 
fable of the jewel has apparently taken the place of 
the story of the murder; as the slaughter of a 
Brdhman would bo especially offensive to the Brah- 
inanical compilers.
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CHAPTER XIV.

THE RECONCILIATION OF THE LIVING AND BURIAL 
OF THE DEAD,

A n e w  scene now opens in the story of the h is t o r y  o f  

Maha BMrata, namely,'the reconciliation between fAKrn. 
the blind Maharaja and the men who had murdered Attfii ojitŝ to 
Ids sons. This reconciliation is said to have been x&M»wKh1  ̂ the J'amlavHs
previously effected by Krishna during his night visit Mytwco efforts 
to Hastiriipur; bat, as already indicated, this portion v̂ sa- 
of the narrative appears to be an interpolation of 
modcra- date. Like most of the mythical accounts 
of Krishna it contains some "beautiful expressions of 
sympathy ; but at the same time it is evident that 
such a mission would be ill-timed and useless. It is 
also worthy of remark that a similar visit is ascribed 
to the officious Vvisa, and is of course equally 
mythical ill its origin and character. Indeed, the 
language of both Krishna and Vytisa is strained and 
artificial. It is impossible to conceive that parents, 
whose sons were still lying dead upon the field of parents and tho 

{battle, could be consoled by the assurance that those B S "  
sons had perished in consequence of their injustice ; 
or by the still more extravagant assurance that the 
murderers would take the places ol those sons, and 

I would prove themselves to be even more loyal and
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™  0:1,1 obedient, Such an idea may be justly regarded as 
PAMr ii the ignorant conception of some Brahmameal com- 

Wan t of fatally piier, who had led a life of celibacy, and who was
w.vmputhvonthe ,, , , , , rJ
hmhmJlEai uttorv  unabie tc realise that enduring affection and 
compiiow, unreasoning devotion which the true mother feels
t^ W v u ,./01’ t,*ie worst her sons. But the story of the m- 
^ ^ g l t e r v i e w  between the Malniraja and the Pandavas on 
w£-.alu” Um |the day after the battle seems to fall under a different 

| category. The Pandavas were victors who had 
established their claim to the Raj against the sons of 
the Maharaja by force of arms, but who were yet 
desirous of appearing to he on good terms with the 
Maharaja whose sovereignty they would be expected 
to acknowledge. The Maharaja, on. the other hand, 
although nominally the Sovereign, was: virtually the 
representative of the defeated party, and his very life 
was at the mercy of the conquerors. Thus whilst a 
real reconciliation was perhaps impossible, a feigned 
reconciliation was absolutely indispensable to both 
parties. Accordingly, it will be seen that the Pan- 
(lavas prostrated themselves in turns at the feet of 
the Maharaja and the R&m, and that some sort of 
explanation or apology was offered and accepted; 

uufySfPf bllt tlie real feelings of the bereaved parents will be 
readily perceived from an attempt of the Maharaja 
to crush Blifraa in his embrace, and from the sudden 
shriek of the Rani th at the smell of her son was upon 
them.

kouauUiafcion. The narrative of this reconciliation, real or 
feigned, is as follows:—

Meantime Yudhishthira had heard that .Maharaja Dhri- 
Huiuawt thfl0Ut taM shtra had left the city of Hastin&pur for the field.of bat- I 
Maha aja. tie ; and he went forward to meet him, accompanied by his 

brethren and by Krishna, and by Braupadi, and by all the
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women of Dhrishfca-dyumna.. And after a while, Yudhisli- history of 
tiiira saw the Mah&raja approaching ; and all th e  women pf ^ v n .  
the Kauravas accompanied the Maharaja, and rout the air - -  ;— 
with their lamentations; anil Yudhishthira passed by the 
women, and went on to the Maharaja, and fell a t his feet, prostrate ‘.hat- 
Then the  other P&ndavas,' each one declaring his name to isetof tho 
the  blind Mahdraja, fell at his feet in like manner. And ah‘iTi,;i'" 
Dhritarslshtfa embraced Yudhishthira, and said :— “ W here The MaMr-mcalls lor Hhjma,
is Bhima? JNow as it was well known that Bhima had *»«• au_ linage in his
slain Duryodhana, as well as a great number of the sons of 
Dhritarashtra, Krishna had been fearful of introducing him,
Jest the  aged Maharaja should, vent his wrath upon him.
And it so happened that in former days Duryodhana had 
ordered to be made an image of Bluma, upon which image 
he was accustomed to try his strength ; and when the Ma­
haraja called for Bhima, Krishna gave him this imago, and 
said:— "  Here is Bhima.” Then the Maharaja opened his crushes the 
arms, and under pretence of embracing Bhima, he crushed tnSwaS.6068 
the image to pieces-; and he then fell down exhausted and murliefer'u bus 
fainting, with blood issuing from his mouth. After a long Repents the 
time he came to himself and began to weep; and when those dced*fu!d wt eps- 
around him asked why he wept, he replied:— “ Bhima was 
as one of my own sons, and his death has not brought any 
of my other sons to life, and I  have slain him to no purpose.”

| Then Sanjaya, his charioteer, who stood by, told him what Undeceived by 
| Krishna had done, and how it was not Bhima that he had 
W ashed, but the iron image which Duryodhana had made,
'And Dhritardshtra turned to Krishna, and said "  0  Krish­
na, you have done excellently well.”  He then called for the Embraces tin
f t  1 11 -i -I * -i T i l  1  f t V i i  1 I ' j l i t l / iV It'N 1. ilive brethren one by on and again embraced them ; and turn, 
when Bhima presented himself, the Maharaja laughed, and 
sa id :—“ W hat if f  should now give you another squeeze?”
Bhima replied:—“ I  am your slave, and if you order me I
will be my own executioner.”  Dhritarashtra said :—"Y ou ThevewndUsu
are now all my sons, and the only remaini ng children of my
brother Pdndu: .All that has happened to my sons was of
their own seeking, and arose from their envy against you.”
And Dhritarashtra began to weep again, and Yudhish-

W fe# ' < . ' ‘ , ,1 My  r
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it7story ox*’ thira and Krishna and all tho- others began to weep wi lit 
tmuA. , •
Part XT. iUlH»

- .. .............  After tins Ymlhishthixa and Ms brothers, together with
Krishna, took leave of the Maharaja and proceeded to wait 

t o o ' l i M  Gtoui- upon GimdMirt Yudhishthira advanced and kissed her feet, 
and she took him in her arms, and they both wept aloud. 
Gandhari then said :—“  The smell of Duryodhana is upon 
you. a ll; ” and screaming out she fell down in a swoon. 

Yudbiabthim’s When she recovered Yudhishthira said to her ;—” 0  'mother, 
it must be clear to you that we liad no alternative in the 
affair of Duryodhana ; for what could we do when he would 
not allow us bread to eat as the condition of our service ? ” 

SiiiuihsM’sre- Gaiidhari replied:— “ Say nothing, O Xiajai about it, for 1sigdatioM. , . , . , , ,,
know that you speak only what is true and right, and t hat 
all which has befallen ray sons was but the fruit of their 
refusal to take the advice of myself and my husband; and 
now that they are gone, may God preserve you to nip in the 
room of Duryodhana.” Arjuna then came and kissed her 

sue rcpr.jdchfiit feet, as did Bhuna also; and. Gancllxan said to Bln'ma:—
BWnia roi hav- , ,,  ,
n.Kdrarit iho “ You dra.nk the blood of my son liubsasana/' Burma
blood of Dunsit- J . . .
Kina. replied:—"N o, I  did not drink i t : 1 took some-oi it m my
Billinas denial, anf|  it about my face, bub I did not drink it ;

and I only said that 1. drank it for the sake of frightening 
Yiidhisbtiura the others.” At this moraont Ilaja Yiidhishthit'a stepped
tftkfM t-tll tilt; . „ ... . _ ,  , , '
bumorpon him- forward, and laid his head at the feet oi Gan.dh.nn, and san i:—self,

«  0  mother, it was I  who killed your sons, and do you lay
all tho blame upon me, and say nothing' to the others.”
Gandhari then, asked for Draupadf, and said to her :—•« Yon
and X are in the same affliction, for your sons also are slain;
but what can I  do ? There is no remedy against the behests

Gandb&rt semis of the great god Siva.” She then said to Yudhislithira and 
the Pftadavas to ° , ,their mother fci8 brethren :—" I t  is now nearly tom-teen years since your 

mother Kunti had the pleasure of seeing you ; Go now and 
see h e r !” And the five Pdndavas went accordingly; and 

joy of Kunti. when Kunti heard that her sons were coming she fainted 
for joy; and when Yudhislithira and his brethren came up 
and found her in that condition, Yudhishfchira took hold of 
his mother's hand, and after a time she came to herself.i
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And bho sons ot Ivimti catue and  laid th e ir heads a t h e r  foot history of 
one by one, and' she em braced and kissed each of thorn in xhbt ii

turn, and wept at • seeing the wounds they had received i n --------- -——
the great war. Then Dranpadi approached her, and Kunti, Sy1 t^elr °h«ads 
knowing that her children had been so lately slain, wept for 
her; and Dranpadi laid her head at K tm tfs feet and fainted 
away, and when she recovered, both the ladies wept so 
abundantly that all the bystanders were moved to tears.
Meantime Gaudh&rl came forward with all the widows of 
her sons who had been slain, and she said to D r a u p a d i Gtaihari pious- 
“ Weep not, my daughter, for your sorrows are not greater f e S t  
than m ine* We cannot tell what is decreed by fate : Thank 
God that the war is over, and weep not for the dead : Let 
us now perform the necessary rites for the souls of the de­
parted,”

The foregoing narrative requires no comment. Review or th 

A general truthfulness to human nature is perceptible 
throughout. The story of the image said to have 
been made of Bhfma may appear somewhat apocry­
phal; hut yet is not altogether beyond the bounds of 
probability.1

T_ he next scene; winch comprises the 1 amenta- Narrative or tho 
tions of the women on the field of battle, and the1 . 7 field of battle*
subsequent burning of the dead, is very affecting.
One point however is open to question. ' It the war Difficulty™ ro. 
really lasted eighteen days; and the general burning of Sawing eighteen 
the bodies did. not take place until the day after the 
conclusion of the war? the corpses of those who were 
slain in the earlier battles must have lain in a state 
ol perfect putrefaction. The question, however, is

1 Duryodhana is said to have made an iron image of Bhima to try his strength 
upon i t ; or he may have made an ordinary figuro-head to knock about as a mani ■ 
testation of liis linked towards the original. In Mr Dickens’ novel of “ The Old 
Curiosity Shop,’ Qniip, tho ovii character of the story, purchases an old wooden 
figure of an Admiral, to represent Kit, whom he hates; and he strikes and muti­
lates the image accordingly. The incident is true to human nature, and merely 
exhibits the natural force of the imagination, A mob will in like manner burn 
the effigy of tho object of their detestation.
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history o» not an important one. and may be left unsolved,, 
irnti'm The narrative is as follows:—

Sad •prowRsiou After tills all the women, dishevelled their hair, and 
fctopwSnof offered up loud lamentations, and proceeded to the fatal plain 
KuMkshetra, 0f Kmrakshetra} and there they beheld the dead bodies of 

their husbands and fathers, sons and brothers, who had 
T,\e women sit been slain in the war. And each of the women went and 

aat down by the remains of him whom she had most loved, 
and whose death had paused her the greatest affliction. 
.And GsmdhM and Kuntf, accompanied by Yudh ishthira and 
Krishna, went to the dead body of Duryodhana; and when 

Lamentations of GdndMrf. saw that it was her own son, she fell down in a
h-i-wmimryod- swoon.; and after a long1 interval she revived, and said:..-

H The wise and the learned always used to sit round this 
son of mine., and nearly all the Rajas of the earth took their 
stations near him, and prided themselves on it as a promo­
tion, but this night the jackals alone have been his cour- 

namentafctans of tiers, r  The widow of Duryodhana likewise came with hert fie widows. . . . .
hair dishevelled, and placed her husband's head upon her 
lap, and seated herself there; and Gdndhdrf said :—“ This 
woman, whom neither sun. nor moon were once worthy to 
look upon, see how she now sits hero bare-headed ! ” There 
too was the widow of the son of Duryodhana, and the widow 
of Kama, and t he widow of Abbimanyu, and many others ; 
and Gtindhari and all those widows bemoaned their several 
relations with so many tears, that none of those who were 
present could refrain, from joining thorn in weeping.

Performance of After this, Maharaja Bhritarashtra said to Yudhisli-tVb fuiici'kl rifjAA 1
for tbo slain, thira :—“ My son, bo pleased now to order that all the dead

bodies should bo burned.” And Dhritar^slitra and Yudhish- 
thira jointly requested Vidura to superintend the perform­
ance of the ceremony. And Vidura, who was the uncle of 
the Kauravas and Fandavas, and Snnjaya, the charioteer of 
the Maharaja, and Yuyutsu, the only surviving son of the 
MaMraja, and Dhaumya, the family priest of the Fandavas, 
all went out together to the field of battle. And they 

Collection of collected a large quantity of sandal and other odoriferous
in tit,‘ ‘rial s for ~ ‘ "
the burning, woods, aud sweet oilsrto-form a pile on which to burn the
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bodies of the principal warriors, such as Duryodhaaa, Kama, history or 
Abhimanyu, Dm.ua, and others; an d they also collected many
thousand mule-loads of.faggots and oil to burn the bodies of — -...~~
those of inferior note. And they ordered all the surviving noadtoiioa l̂
chariot')era of those Rajas who had been slain, to go through
the oi.tin and point o u t thecorpsos of their respective mask rs, UM°
so that such I’ajas might be burned separately according- to
their rank. And they took with them a thousand cart-loads
of cloths, some fine and others coarse, to wrap up the dead
bodies before burning. Then Vidura, and those appointed
with him, went over the plain of Kurukshekra; and they
first took up with all reverence and ceremony the corpse of
Duryodhana and burned it. Next the. Rajas of the first Burning of tiw
rank were wrapped in fine linen and burned with perfumes j raukf0* l,h'lu^
and amongst these were the other sons of Dhritariishtra,
and the sons of Draupadi, and Abhimanyu, and Drona, and
Ka rna, and the greater Rajas, such as Raja Drupada and his
son Dhrishta-dyumna, and Raja Virdta, and Raja Jayadratha,
and Raja Salya, and many others. When this burning had
been accomplished they kindled a mighty fire and burned hunting of tlw
all the remaining bodies therein. After this, Yudhishthira \%d&2n>*
and his brethren, accompanied by Krishna, went to bathe in
the Ganges according to the rule ; and taking up a handful wsa«rf'nK w!
of water for each kinsman that had been slain in the battle,
they sprinkled it in the name of the deceased-; and Yudhish-
thira, at the request of his mother Kiinti, sprinkled some
water in the name of Kama. And Raja Yudhishthira and Sorrow of Yuil-

his brother Arjuna grieved very much for the death of AminaVorThl
Kama ; and the Raja ordered great charities to be distributed
in the name of Kama, and he took under his own protection
all Kam a's women and young children, and provided for all
his remaining dependents. And he called for one of Kama's
sons, who was sixteen years of age, and wept in his presence
very much for the death of K am a ; and he gave him a large Kindness of

separate establishment and estate, and paid more attention t̂ anThe™™'
to him than he did to his own sons; and he placed him
under Arjuna to teach him archery and all other military Karm? 8 0
exercises. And he showed also great tenderness and affec-
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ms'wmY OP tio ii to  th e  rest- o f K a m a ’s c h ild ren , a n d  e n te r ta in e d  h is  
vmit i i . w idow s w ith  all th e  k in d n ess  o f a  n e a r  k in sm an . But w hen  

.—  fcho p rin c ip a l wifo o f  K a m a , and  m o th e r  o f m o s t o f h is  ch ild - 
chief wife of rew, h e a rd  of. th e  death, of h e r  h u sb a n d , sh e  heav ed  a  deepjR-ama* , a'T'/'./ „ - t .. ,r , . 1

sigh and expired; and the rest of Kama’s widows' were bet­
ter provided for by Tudliishthira than even his own women, 
and they had regular, appointments for their maintenance.

itaview of the The picture furnished by tlio Ibrcgoinar narrative
fove^ohiK n;u‘ra- , 1 ' V l "

°f the burning of the slain apparently refers to a 
SK&nwic very ancient period of Hindu history. The promi- 
period. nont features are indicated 'with a realism which 

Seems to have appertained to the original tradition ;
—-the poor widows, with their long; black hair dis­
hevelled over their faces, sitting in an agony of grief 
by the corpses of those they loved j the charioteers 
searching over the plain for the remains of their 
masters ; the dead bodies wrapped in cloths and 
burning with oils and perfumes upon the funeral i 

j ^I,r®oSikc- piles-2 But there is no reference to the hateful Sati, j
I lory allusion to ____ ______________ ____;_____ _____  •. ________. . _;____ ____ _____ _ },
i the BrMramna. ’ _ i . '
X 3 A more detailed account of the funeral ceremonies of the ancient Hiudfts

■wifi be found in tlie Rhmkya.no, and will cottaequently appear in the second 
volume of the present work. The whole ceremony boars a remarkable resem­
blance to the burning of Hector, which has thus been felicitously translated by 
the Karl of Derby (Iliad, Book xxiv.):—

“ At length the aged Priam gave command :
1 Haste now, ye Trojans, to the city bring 
Good store of fuel.’ * * * *
lie said:—and they the oxen and the mules 
Yoked to the wains, and from the city thronged;
Niue days they laboured, and brought bock to Troy 
Good store of wood; hut when the tenth day's light 
Upon the earth appeared, weeping, they bore.
Brave Hector out; and on the funeral pile 
Laying the glorious dead, applied the torch.
While yet the rosy-fingered morn was. young 
Bound noble Hector’s pyre the people pressed:
When all were gathered round, and closely thronged,
I ’irat on the burning mass, as far as spread 
The range of fire, they poured the ruddy wine,
And quenched the flames: his brethren then and friends 
Weeping, the hot tears flowing down their cheeks,
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no burning- of the widows with their deceased lius- h is t o r y  oru INDIA
bands; and. it is somewhat remarkable that the pa** fit. 
Brahmans do not appear to have officiated upon the 
occasion. The only point however which requires 
explanation, is the extraordinary liberality and kind- ^{&^Tud* 
ness displayed by Yudhishthira towards the family 
of Kama. It should however be remembered that 
according to the myth already indicated, Kama was 
the son of Kimti before her marriage to Pandd; 
and consequently these details may have been in­
serted to prove that Yuvllushthiva was not wanting 
in duty to the family of his deceased elder brother.

Collected from the pile the -whitened bones;
These iu a golden casket they enclosed,
And o’er it spread soft shawls of purple dye;
Then In a grave they laid it, and in haste 
With stone in ponderous masses covered o'er;
And raised a mound ”

In the historic period a considerable refinement was introduced by the Greeks, 
insnnueh as the bodies of the slain, were not burned but buried. Thus the 
A'htinimis who fell at Marathon were interred on the field of battle; whilst the 
bodies of those who full in, the first year of the Peloponnesian war were pre­
served, and ultimately arranged in coffins of cypress wood, according to tribes., 
and publicly buried with every honour in the fairest suburb of the city.—
Thucydides, Boot ii, o. 34, ft seq.
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CHAPTER XV.

THE INSTALLATION OF BAJA YUDHISIITIIIEA.

h i s t o r y  o f  After the burning of the slain, Yudhishthira and 
i-A.x ii. Ms brethren proceeded in trium ph from the plain of 

N^wvooftjw Kuvukshetra to the city of Hastin&pur, and there 
Yudhishthira v® xudhishthira WES maiigurated as Earn m the roomHaja under the> # °  °
rSpnfyimaii&- °* IM ryodhana, under the nominal sovereignty of 
rtjitnnritiir- ^ ie Maharaja. The details of this procession, and

the subsequent ceremonies of installation demand no 
prelim inary explanation, and m ay be simply nar­
rated as follows:—

Disinclination of Now when, Raia Yudhishthira beh eld the dead bodies of
YudMshlliiro to . . .  , . _ . . .  . .  . . .  „ Tr!>o appointed his kinsmen, who had been, slam on the plain ot .h.uruk-Xiaja, ( t , .

shetro, his heart failed him, and ho said that he would not 
accept the Raj, but would retire into the jungle, and spend 
the remainder of his days in religious devotion; but those 
around him offered many topics of consolation to him, and 
after a while Ms grief left him, and lie prepared himself to un­
dertake the duties of Raja under Ms uncle, Maharaja Dliritar- 

Triuraphant dshtra. So when all things had been made ready for his 
progress from the field of Kurukshetra to the city of Hastind­
pur, he ascended a chariot which was drawn by sixteen white 
mules. And Bhima took the reins and seated himself as his 
charioteer, and bards and eulogists surrounded bis chariot 
on all sides and recited Ms praises; and Arjuna held the 
royal umbrella over his head, and Ms two younger brothers, 
Nakula and Sahadeva, walked one on each side of Ms



chariot, and fanned him with chamaras o f fine hair. And hiotoby of 
Yuyutsn, the only surviving son of Dhritardshtra, followed
in another white chariot; and Krishna and Safcyaki accom- —..... ..........
panied the procession in like manner, in a chariot of gold.
And the blind Makdraja and the .Rani Gdndhari went before 
Yucihishthira in a vehicle carried by then; and Kuntl, Drau- 
padi, and all the other ladies betook themselves to different 
vehicles, and followed the procession under the protection 
of V i dura.

In  this grand array Raja <Yudiushthira entered the city Grand entry 
of Haatindp or; and he was accompanied by all his friends HastinApur. 
and kinsmen, whilst the bards and eulogists marched before 
him and sounded his praises. Meantime the people of the 
city decorated the road with flags and garlands, and came 
out in their best attire to receive the ne w R aja; and. thou­
sands of people -thronged the entrance of the palace to web Tudhivaa:™ 
come the approach of Yudkishthira, whilst all the ladies of par.™!' 
the palace in like manner welcomed DraupadL And Ynd- 
hislithira acknowledged the acclamations of the multitude, 
and received the blessings of the Brahmans; and he then 
descended from his chariot, and went into the inner apart­
ments, and worshipped the family gods with, offerings of Worships the 
sandal, garlands, and jewels. Having thus performed his f,uull> fc,ods' 
thanksgivings to the household deities he returned to the 
palace gate, and with the assistance of Dhauniya and the 
Maharaja, he distributed suitable presents of jewels, cows, UistHbutes 
and cloths amongst the Brahmans. Now a Rdkshasa, named fn&ffmms. 
Chdrvdka, had disguised himself as a mendicant Brahman, 
and mingled with the crowd; and having been a warm 
friend of Duryodhana he was desirous of reviling the Pan- 
davas. And when the acclamations of the multitude had w w j r  
ceased, Chdrvdka arose and said :— “ 0  Yudhishthira, listen. K̂ kshasa'ais- 
to me ! These Brahmans have made me their spokesman to nmhman,

I, reproach you for your ignominious deeds in killing your 
nearest and dearest kinsm en: I  cannot discover what ad­
vantage you have derived from committing such crim es; 
your life must be now a burden to you, and the sooner yon 
die the better will it be for all.”  A t this speech all the as-

, , ,  Yudbtehthira.
VOL. I 2 1
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HlST'oaV orf sernbled Briihmam wore enraged, but they lumg down their 
vart'h I w'hih shame and said nothing. And Raja 1 •ulhisli-

— ---------|th ira  was'very much dejected at what (JharVaka had said,
land in very mild terms he asked the Urdhtnans for forgive­
ness, and requested them not to put him to shame, and even 
offered to put an end to his own life if they desired it. The 
iBtuhmans replied:— “ 0  Raja, we have said nothing against 
Won, but wish you all joy and happiness : 'This person is not 
la Brahman; he is a wicked friend of iJmyodhana in dis- 
Wuise : His name is Chdrvaka, and he is a Rakshasa by 
b ir th : Listen not to him, for he has spoken falsehoods ! ” 

ChirviVa burnt So saying, the Brahmans looked upon Oharvaka with angry 
10 eyes, and he fell uppn the ground like a tree struck by

tliei Uralunwis. ■ . f  ‘ , ' , ...
lightning, and was burnt to ashes upon the spot.

GmHUcation of 'Now when Yudhishthira saw that the Brahmans were
S'ttlo aclrii-* truly desirous that lie should rule the Raj, he was much 
BrlixitmTift in his pleased ; and he cast aside all melancholy, and Seated him-
itUkupufH,t,ion. •
Enthi'ftned self upon the golden throne with a cheerful heart, and with 
ivrsniitv' of ncs face turned towards the east. And in front of him sat 

Krishna and Satyaki upon seats of gold'; whilst upon cither
iu.w«uration, gj(p, 0f  him sat Bhuna and Arjuna upon golden car pets. A t 

a little distance off sat his mother Kunti upon a tin-one of 
ivory, with Nakula and Sahadeva on each side of her. And 
Maharaja Dhritarashtra and his younger brother Vi dura, 
and the priest Dhaumya, took their seats upon carpet ? as 
bright, as flame; and near the Mab/ivaja sat liis Rani 

ceremony of Gilndhftrf, and his only surviving son Yhvutsu, And when 
pM-rwuvIiby they were all seated, Yndhishthira was solemnly inaugurr■, d 
Jirn'mm. .Raja by .Dhaumya the Brahman, who was the family prion fc 
Symbolical of the Pkudavas. And rice, which had been burnt by the 

sun, and white flowers, and pieces of earth, and gold, silver, 
and precious stones, were all brought before the new' Raja, 
and ho touched them according to the custom. And fire, 
and milk, ,and honor, and ghee, and the sacred shell, and 
leaves and twigs of sacred trees, were all brought in likes 
manner, and duly placed before Raja Yudhishthira. And 

Pots of water golden pots, and" silver pots, and copper pots, and earthen 
rivWs. lt fcat'' pots, and pots made of precious stones, were all filled with
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■ w ater from a l l  t h e  sacrednlaeos, and arranged for t h e  cere- h is t o r y  o r  

mpny. .And Dhaumya, the family priest of 'the Pandavas, v.sxu, 
solemnly performed all the rites, of inauguration under t h e  — ■- ~ *
direction of Krishna. And Dhatwnya prepared a high place Hf«h niaco tiro*_ . J ° piuv l tbi1 aneri-
on which to offer sacrifice, and ho kindled the fire for the r ’«• 
offerings. And a tigeris skin was opened out before the Y*$Wsh.;hiro 
sacrificial, fire, and Yudhishthira and his wife Dranpadi took yi«
their seats thereon ; and Dhaumya prepared the homa for offering of tho 
the -.propitiation of the gods, and poured it upon the sacred 
fire. A fter this the five purifying articles which are pro* ®»e five purify*r  J t x i»g- articled
duped from the sacred cow, namely, the milk, the curds, the J^Vudhish* 
gh.ee, the urine, and. the ordure, were brought up by ulld !}mi" 
Krishna, and the Maharaja, and by tho four brethren of 
Yudhishthira, and poured by thorn over the heads of 
Yudhishthira and Dranpadi: and then, in like manner, they Pot.sofsw.mi 
all brought up the pots of sacred waters, and poured the ow V«jw4. 
waters over the heads of the new Raja and his wife. And pah. 
when this was done the music began to sound, and fill the Music sounded, 
air with harmonious strains, and the bards and eulogists 'Bawls and, . A . eniogwts.chrim t
raised their voices and ohauntod aloud the praises oi 
Yudhishthira and the glory of h is mighty forefathers.

3STow all this while Raja Yudhishthira was in no way perfect eqimdr. 
moved by ail the honours thus bestowed upon him. Neither hiakhka. 
did he exult in his inauguration, nor was he elevated by tho 
praises of the bards and eulogists. He underwent all the His patience 
ceremonies with calmness and patience, and manifested monies, 
neither signs of sorrow nor signs of joy. And when the Distributes 
rites had all been perforated, he rose up and distributed BrShmatm. 
without stint, and in the greatest profusion, the richest and 
most valuable presents to all the Crahmans who had as­
sembled at his inauguration.

In this manner Yudhishthira was installed Raja in his Yudhishthira'̂
" address to the

ancestral Raj of Bharata; and when the installation was BrUimans. 
over, and the gifts had been distributed, he addressed tho 
Rrfihmans in the following language:—“ Tho sons of Kn treats tho 
Panda, whether they possess any good qualities or not, must accept' tbs mic 
still consider themselves very fortunate, 0  Hrahmans, at Diimartattrs. 
being so much praised by you; and it is proper that you
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history of should grant to  m yself and m y b re th ren  any favour w hich 
i’.vr̂ ii wo ma7 ask of you : Maharaja I)hritarasht-ra is our father,

—— —-----and we adore him. as we do o ttr ' m ost. superior gods : If,
therefore, you wish, bo serve me or my brethren, you cannot 
do that better than by placing yourselves under the rule of 
the Maharaja, and endeavouring to promote his w elfare: I  
myself live only for that purpose, now that I have slain all my 
kinsmen ; and if you have any regard for me ir my party, 
yon will show the same respect to the Maharaja as you did 
whilst 'the Kanravas were alive: He is our superior lord, 
and the ruler of the P&ndavas and their Raj : Forget r ot 
my  special request that you should serve him.” So saying 
Yudhishthira dismissed the Br&hmans.

Review of tho The foregoing narrative refers to two distinct 
/om, ..u« iiu.u.1 cjeS(,r-pj.joriSj which may perhaps bo best considered
Tm. events aa separately : namely, first the procession from the
Moot from cam  1 •> ' * * r  . ,
oth«r. field of battle to the royal palace at llostmapur;

and, secondly, the inauguration of Yudhishthira as 
Yuvaraja, or as a Raja ruling the people in tho name 
of the Maharaja.

First, tim iri- The description of the return of Y udhishthira to
?47d7alth<’ ^ie palace will be readily realized by all who are 
le wription of familiar with the Courts of Hindu Rajas. 1 he
the umbrella
r ’mbiSrf especial emblems of Hindu sovereignty are the 
sovereignty. u n re in , and the ch&mara. The; umbrella may be

called a canopy; but it in no way resembles the 
canopy which is raised over the throne in European 
Courts; but may be described as a large umbrella, 
richly decorated with gold and jewels, and often ex­
ceedingly beautiful in design and workmanship. 
The chdmara is the tail of a Thibet ox, which is 
fixed into a handle, and employed to drive away 

picture of an flies. The picture is now complete, The Raja sitting 
lumtuprooes- j]X 8iate in a chariot or car drawn by sixteen white 

horses. The royal umbrella held over his head,

‘ / &  "  ̂  ̂ 'i ,vrSH r w r w g r ,”, s
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glittering and sparkling in the bright light of an bistort or 
Indian sun. A obdniara of white hairs waving on paj« u. 
either side to keep off the files, and at the same time 
adding pomp and significance to the scene. The 
bards and eulogists accompanying the chariot, 
ehaunting in barbarous strains the praises of the 
new Sovereign, as the Raja of Rajas, the descendant 
of the gods, the wise, the mighty, and the victorious.
Other Chieftains follow in chariots, or in nondescript 
seats borne on the shoulders of men. Glittering 
flags of every variety are adding to the gaiety of 
the scene; and garlands of flowers are hanging 
from every house and tree, as special signs of 
popular rej dicing.1

The protest of Chdrvdka after Yudhishthlra’s 
arrival at the palace is somewhat carious. He is tenSed ma,Sde 
said to have been a Rdksliasa m disguise, and a 
warm friend of Duryodhana, hut he also stands as 
the representative of a later heterodox sect, known 
as the Charvdkas, It seems, therefore, not impro­
bable that the reference to CMrvAka is an interpola­
tion of the Brahmanical compilers, introduced for j 

| the controversial purpose of exhibiting the heretic j 
■as the ally of Duryodhana and enemy of Yudhish- 
j thira, who was justly destroyed by the angry glance 
of the Br&hmans.

1 Such scenes as those described above arc frequent.at Hindd Courts, or at 
audiences granted to Rajas by the Viceroy of India. The Baja and bis attendant 
Chieftains are arrayed in cloth of gold, and radiant with jewels. The old Hindis 
car, or ratb, may be replaced by an elephant or si European barouche ; but the 
chdmuras, the eulogists, and the banners are all there. Other insignia seem to 
have been added in modern times, such as Chobdars or silver sticks,, and above all 
a largo hookah. The hookah indeed is regarded as a special emblem of dignity, 
and is kept alight, and occasionally smoked during the progress; the. hookah- 
bearer carrying the bowl on the seat by the side of the coachman, whilst the Baja 
sits in the carriage and smokes through a long and richly ornamented tube,
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$J& THE MAH A BIIAEAT.A,

h isto ry  o f  T h e  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  o f  t h e  i n a u g u r a t i o n  o f  Y u d l i i s h -  

S m i i .  t h i r a  i s  v e r y  s u g g e s t i v e .  M o s t  o f  t h e  c e r e m o n i e s  a r e  

s t i l l  p e r f o r m e d  a t  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  m o d e r n  K a j a s  ; 

l u d h S r a ! ’ a n d  i n d e e d  t h e  M a in !  B h i r a t a  i s  g e n e r a l l y  r e g a r d e d  a s  

Doubtful Mi" a n  a u t h o r i t y  u p o n  t h e  s u b j e c t .  I t  i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  d iff i-  

details. C{| | t  t o  s a y  w h e t h e r  t h e  c e r e m o n i e s  w e r e  a c t u a l l y  p e r ­

f o r m e d  i n  t h e  e a s e  o f  Y u d h i s h t h i r a ,  o r  w h e t h e r  t h e y  

a r e  n o t  t o  l i e  t r e a t e d  a s  l a t e r  i n t e r p o l a t i o n s ,  i n t r o ­

d u c e d  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  b r i n g i n g  t h e  o l d  t r a d i t i o n  

i n t o  c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  m o d e r n  B r a l i m a n i c a l  r i t e s .

Appwcnt origin T h e  e n t h r o n i n g 1 o f Y u d h i s h t h i r a  w i t h  I d s  f a c e  t o ­
ot the various °  . .. 1 .
ceremonies. -vvard 3 t h e  e a s t ,  o r  s u n r i s e ,  m a y  p r o b a b l y  b e  a  r e l i c  

o f  t h e  o l d  w o r s h i p  o f  t h e  d u n ,  1. h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  

K r i s h n a  a p p e a r s  m y t h i c a l  f o r  r e a s o n s  a l r e a d y  s t a t e d .  

T h e  t o u c h i n g  o f  r i c e ,  f lo w e r s ,  e a r t h ,  g o l d ,  s i l v e r ,  a n d  

j e w e l s  s e e m s  t o  b e  a n  a s s e r t i o n  o f  s o v e r e i g n t y .  ri  b o  

o f f e r i n g  o f  m i l k ,  h o n e y ,  a n d . g h .e e  i s  V  © d ie . rI  h o  

s a c r e d  s h e l l  i s  a n  e m b l e m  o f  t h e  g o d  V i s h n u .  T h e  

l e a v e s  a n d  t w i g s  o f  t r e e s ,  a n d  t h e  p o t s  o t  w a t e r  f r o m  

s a c r e d  r i v e r s ,  a p p e a r  t o  b e lo n g *  t o  s o m e  o l d  f e t i s c h e  

r i t e s  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  a d o p t e d  b y  t h e  B r d h m a n s .  

T h e  t i g e r ’s  s k i n  i s  a  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  g o d  S i v a ,  w h o  

i s  g e n e r a l l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  s i t t i n g  o r  l y i n g  u p o n  t h e  

s k i n  i n  q u e s t i o n .  T il©  o f f e r i n g  o f t h e  h o m a ,  a n d  t h e  

p o u r i n g  o f  t h e  f iv e  p u r i f y i n g  a r t i c l e s  p r o d u c e d  f r o m  

t h e  c o w  u p o n  t h e  h e a d s  o f  t h e  R a j a  a n d  R d n f ,  a r e  

B r a l i r h a n i c a l  r i t e s ,  b u t  o f  v e r y  a n c i e n t  o r i g i n ,  b e in g -  

c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  w o r s h i p  o f  t h e  c o w  a s  

t h e  g i v e r  o f  m i l k ,  b u t t e r ,  a n d  c u r d s .  T h e  d e s c r i p ­

t io n  o f  t h e  p a t i e n c e  o f  Y u d h i s h t h i r a ,  h i s  p e r f e c t  t r a n ­

q u i l l i t y ,  a n d  h i s  p r o f o u n d  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  B r d h m a n s ,  

m a y  p e r h a p s  b e  t r e a t e d  a s  i n t e r p o l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  

B r a l i m a n i c a l  c o m p i l e r s .  T h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  h o w e v e r ,  

o f  t h e s e  s e v e r a l  r i t e s  c a n  o n l y  b e  f u l l y  e x p l a i n e d  b y
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r e f e r e n c e  to  tlxe  d i f f e r e n t  r e l i g i o n s ,  a n d  w i l l  accord- h istory . o r°  INDIA.
i n g 'l y  b e  d i s c u s s e d  h e r e a f t e r .1 p u t i i

1 The following description of the ceremonies to be pet formed at the inaugura­
tion of Rajas is taken iimn the Agni Purfctm.

“ A Raja should appoint a family priest and astrologer, wise counsellors, and 
a Rani possessed of duo accomplishments; at the period appointed by the astrol­
oger or upon the death of his predecessor, he should make preparations for his 
coronation. The parson, to be crowned should be- bathed with Tila (sestmum 
oriental^} and white mustard (that is, with water in which these have been, 
steeped), and the astrologer «ul Purohita should proclaim his title when he should 
be seated on an. auspicious throne; he should then hold out hopes of prosperity to 
his 'subjects, and act prisoners at liberty. Previous to the coronation the family 
priest should perform the Ain-drisaati, a sacrifico made in honour of India to 
secure prosperity. The Raja should fast the day before the coronation, and on 
the next offer oblations upon the firm which is upon the altar, attended with the 
recitation of mantras sacred to Vishnu, India, Surya, Viswadeva, and Chandra- 
This ceremony tends to prolong the life, and is productive of religious merit and 
prosperity. The golden water-pet called ApruVgita, or tending to render one in­
visible, which is placed on the right side of the sacrificial fire, and receive* the 
remains of the oblations of ghee, should be worshipped with flowers and sandal- 
paste. Good fortune attends the Raja if the flame turn round to -the right, if it 
appear-like pure gold when heated, occasion a sound like that of a number of 
cars, or of the clouds; when there issues no sraoko, hut a fragrant vapour, and 
when it is of the form of a swastika (particular kind of temple, etc.); if the fame 
be char and raging, without emitting any sparks; and if no cats, deer, or birds, 
pass between the fire and the performer of the ceremony.

“ The Raja- should cleanse his head with earth brought from mountain-tops; 
his two curs With earth from the tops of white ant-hillocks, and his face with that 
of a Vishnu .Maridapa, or a house in which, that deity is worshipped. He should 
cleanse neck W h earth from Indra’s temple ; his bosom with that from the 
court-yard of the palace; his right hand with that raised by the tusks of ele­
phants ; his left hand with that raised by the boras of bulls; his back with the 
earth of a tank; his belly with that of a place where two rivers meet; his two 
sides with that of the two opposite sides of a river; his buttocks with that ot the 
door of a brothel; bis thighs with the earth of the spot on which the sacri­
fice has been performed; his knees with chat of a cow-house; his legs with that 
of a stable; and his feet with that from the wheels of a car.

“ The Raja being then seated on a splendid throne, liis head should be washed 
with Pancha Onvya (milk, curds, ghee, and the urine and dung of a cow). The 
four ministers of the Raja belonging to the four classes shall afterwards bathe tho 
Raja, viz. the Brfummn , ith ghee filled in a golden pot, standing on the cast 
side; the Kshatriya with milk tilled in a silver pot, standing on tho south side ; 
tho Taisya with curds filled in a copper pot standing on the west side; and the 
Sudra wish water filled in an earthen pot, standing on the north side. An emi­
nent Brhhimn should then bathe the Raja and Rani with honey; a Brhhman, 
who sings the Same Veda, should bathe them with water and so;, e kusa grass ; 
and the family priest, having entrusted the preservation of the sacrificial fire to the 
care of a Sadasya (a bystander, who has to notice and correct mistakes), and re­
pairing to the golden pot in which the remains of the oblations of gbco have been 
received, should bathe tho Raja, repeating the incantations which secure the good
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HISTORY OP fortune of Rajas. The priest should then return to the altar, and a Brahman, 
INDIA. who sings the Yajur Voda, should bathe the Baja with water in. a golden pot,
Pam IT. having a hundred holes, mixed >•' irii Survansha'di and Mabanshadi (certain classes 

" ~  ’ of drugs), ghee, sandol-pasto, flowers, the common citron, gems, and kusa grass.
The water is to be purified by mixing it with the above articles one by one,-at­
tended with the recitation of their respective mantras from the Yajur Veda. A 
Brahman, who sings the Atharva Veda, should afterwards mark the head and 
throat of the Baja with, the yellow pigment, called Gorachana.

“ After this a great number of Brhhmans having assembled together should 
place a pot filled with Sarvanshadi (a class of drugs), and water brought from all 
the 'Uriahs (places of pilgrimage), before the Baja, whilst he shall be fanned with 
the tails of the Bosgnmnies, and music and ringing he carried on. The Baja shall 
behold the pot, a looking-glass, some ghee, and some other fortunate omens. He 
should then worship Vishnu, Brahma, Indie, aud other gods; also the planets and 
elephants. The Purohita being seated on a bed covered with a tiger’s hide, the Baja- 
should present him with a dish of curds and honey, and have his turban hound. The 
turban of the Baja, seated on a bed covered with the hides of a bull, cat, elephant, 
lion, and tiger, should than he bound. The door-keeper is to point out to him his 
ministers, etc. The Baja should offer cars, goats, sheep, houses, and other gifts 
to his Purohita and the astrologer, and give away various other things to other 
Brhhmans. Having gone round the sacrificial fire, made obeisance to his spiritual 
tutor, and touched the hack of a hull, lie ia“ to present his burn with cows and 
clothes. Lot. him then proceed along the main street on a. horse or an elephant, 
attended by his forces, and having circumambulated the city re-enter its limits.
He is to entertain all the persons present, arid then dismiss them.”—Wilson’s 
MSS. in the Library of the Asiatic Society of Bengal.
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THE HORSE SACRIFICE OF RAJA YUDHISHTIHHA.

W h e n  Y u d h i s h t h i r a  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  R a j  o f  hkvcw t  o r
IN.DTA

B l i d r a t a ,  h e  a t t e m p t e d  t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  a  g r e a t  pam hi. 

s a c r i f i c e  k n o w n  a s  t h e  A s w a m e d h a ,  o f  s a c r i f i c e  o f  a, FericrnnuKio c*f
,  m i  , . .  . ,  a.u Aawomefllm
h o r s e .  11n s  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  r i t e  b o r e  s o m e  r e s e r a -  

b i a n c o  t o  t h e  R a j  a s h y  a  s a c r i f i c e ,  w h i c h  h e  h a d  a l-  ^ ' j r  

r e a d y  p e r f o r m e d  A l i e n  h e  a n d  h i s  b r e t h r e n  h a d  

c l e a r e d  t h e  j u n g l e  o f  K h & n d a v a - p r a s t h a  a n d  f o u n d e d  

t h e  R a i  o f  I n d r a - p r a s t h a .  B u t  w h i l s t  t h e  A sw a n .)  e d -  VheAswameohaJ a more
h a  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a n  a s s e r t i o n  o f  s o v e r e i g n t y  ^  '
o v e r  c o n q u e r e d  R a j a s ,  i t  w a s  i n v e s t e d  w i t h  a n  i m ­

p o r t a n c e  a n d  s i g n i f i c a n c e  w h i c h  w e r e  w a n t i n g  i n  t h e  

R a j a s u y a .  I n d e e d  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  a n  A s w a m e d ­

h a  w a s  a  t a s k  o f  p e c u l i a r  d i f f i c u l ty ,  w h i l s t  i t  w a s  

t h e  g r e a t e s t  r i t e  t h a t  a  B a j a  c o u ld  p e r f o r m .  B y  t h e  

H a j a s d y a  a  C h i e f t a i n  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  a s s e r t e d  h i s  

s o v e r e i g n t y  o v e r  a  n e w  a n d  I n d e p e n d e n t  R a j .  B u t  

b y  t h e  A s w a m e d h a  h e  w a s  p o p u l a r l y  s u p p o s e d  b y  

a n  i g n o r a n t  a n d  c h i l d l i k e  p e o p l e  t o  h a v e  a s s e r t e d  h i s  

s o v e r e i g n t y  o v e r  t h e  w h o l e  e a r t h ; a n d  b y  t h e  s u c ­

c e s s f u l  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  a  h u n d r e d  A s  w a m e d h a s .  i t  w a s  

i m p l i c i t l y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  a  m o r t a l  R a j a  w o u l d  o v e r ­

t h r o w  t h e  c e l e s t i a l  .R a j o f  I n d r a ,  a n d  b e c o m e  a t  o n c e  

t h e  r u l e r  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e  a n d  t h e  s o v e r e i g n  o f  t h e  

g o d s .



h i s t o r y  ot? T h e  i d e a  i n v o l v e d  in  t h i s  i m p o s i n g  c e r e m o n i a l  

■ w a s  a t  o n c e  p r i m i t i v e  a n d  w a r l i k e .  A n  a m b i t i o u s  R a ja  
W^ °  d e s i r e d  to  e s t a b l i s h  h i s  s u p r e m a c y  o v e r  f r i e n d s  

thoAnwiu^diia. a n c j e n e m i e s  w i t h o u t  t h e  f o r m a l i t y  o f  d e c la r in g -  w a r ,  

a n d  w i t h o u t  p e r h a p s  t h e  d a n g e r  o f  e n c o u n t e r i n g  a  

f o r m i d a b l e  c o n f e d e r a c y ,  w o u ld  p e r f o r m  a n  A s  w a r n e d -  

p.AoBin«ofa h a  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f a s h io n .  H e  w o u ld  p r o c u r e  a  

h o r s e  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  c o lo u r , ,  a n d  l e t  i t  r u n  l o o s e  i n  

inSh\°Stw. p u b l i c  w i t h  c e r t a i n  c e r e m o n ie s  ; a n d  f ro m  t h a t  d a y ,  

a n d  f o r  a n  e n t i r e  y e a r ,  t h e  h o r s e  w o u ld  b e  p e r m i t t e d  

to  w a n d e r  i n to  w h a t e v e r  t e r r i t o r y  i t  p l e a s e d ,  f o l l o w e d  

b y  t h e  R a j a  a n d  h i s  w h o le  a r m y .  T h e  w a n d e r i n g s  

o f  t h e  h o r s e  w e re  t h u s  l e f t  e n  t i r e l y  t o  c h a n c e ,  w h i l s t  

i t s  e n t r a n c e  i n to  a  f o r e i g n  R a j  w a s  v i r t u a l l y  a  c h a l ­

l e n g e  t o  t h o  R a j a  o f  t h a t  c o u n t r y ; f o r  e v e r ; /  R a j a  w a s  

b o u n d  e i t h e r  t o  c a r r y  a w a y  t h e  h o r s e  a n d  o f f e r  b a t t l e ,  
o r  e ls e  t o  t e n d e r  h i s  s u b m is s io n  b y  r e s t o r i n g  t h e  h o r s e  

Faiiuiv of an a n d  j o i n i n g  h is  a r m y  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  i n v a d e r s .  M o re -  

o v e r > ^  t h e  R a j a  w h o  a t t e m p t e d  t h e  A s w a m o d h a  a n d  
f o l lo w e d  t h e  h o r s e ,  f a i l e d  in  a n y  o n e  c a s e  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  

r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  th e  a n i m a l  b y  t h e  f o r c e  o r  t e r r o r  o f  h is  

a r m s ,  t h e  A s w a n i e d h a  w a s  b r o u g h t  to  a n  u n t i m e l y  

c lo s e , a n d  t h e  R a j a  w h o  h a d  a t t e m p t e d  i t  w a s  d i s ­

g r a c e d  i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  h i s  s u b j e c t s  a n d  n e ig h b o u r s .  

Grand sacrifice I f ,  o n  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  h e  s u c c e e d e d , i n  r e d u c i n g  t o  s u b -
amt feast at the , _  „ . . , h i  i
tt'nufAswa0' m I®31(>n e v e r y  R a j a  w h o  c a r r i e d  a w a y  t h e  h o r s e ,  a n d  
me,a». th u g  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  y e a r  b r o u g h t  t h e  h o r s e  t r i ­

u m p h a n t l y  h o m e  t o  h i s  o w n  c i t y ,  t h e  a n i m a l  w o u ld  

h e  s a c r i f i c e d  to  t h e  g o d s  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  w h o le  

a s s e m b l y  o f  c o n q u e r e d  R a j a s  j a n d  t h e  A s w a m e d l i a  

w o u ld  b o  b r o u g h t  t o  a  c lo s e  b y  a  g r a n d  f e a s t ,  a t  w h ic h  

th e  r o a s t e d  f le s h  o f  t h e  h o r s e  w o u l d  fee r e g a r d e d  a s  
Renown of t h e  i m p e r i a l  d is h .  H e n c e f o r t h  t h e  p e r f o r m e r  o f  th eevery R aj a wlio A , 1

A s w a m e d l i a  w o u ld  b e  h e l d  i n  t h e  h i g h e s t  h o n o u r ,

o 7 8  THJS: MAH. A BHAilATA.,
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T h e  f& ra a  o f  h i s  p o w e r  a n d  m a j e s t y  w o u l d  b e  s p r e a d  h ist o r y  o?  

a b r o a d  b y  b a r d s  a n d  e u l o g i s t s  t h r o u g h o u t  a l l  l a n d s ,

a n d  b e  h a n d e d  d o w n  i n  s o n g  a n d  b a l l a d  t o  a l l  f u t u r e  ..

g e n e r a t i o n s ; w h i l s t  e v e r y  d e s c e n d a n t  f o r  c o u n t l e s s  

a g e s  w o u l d  p r e s e r v e  t h e  m e m o r y  a n d  e x u l t  i n  t h e  

g l o r y  o f  h i s  m i g h t y  a n c e s t o r .

I t  i s  e a s y  to  c o n c e i v e  t h a t  u n d e r  s u c h  c i r c u m -  G roatfju™> 

s t a n c e s  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  of' a n  A s w a m e d h a  w o u l d  b e  niwameuha.

] >8 r t i e u l a v i y  f a s c i n a t i n g  t o  a  w a r l i k e  r a c e  l i k e  t h e  

a n c i e n t  K s h a t r i y a s .  I t  w o u l d  c o m b i n e  a l l  t h e  e x -  combiiwtiotiof 

c i t e m e n t  o f  w a r  w i t h  t h a t  o f  h i g h  p l a y .  I f  t h e  bllr«- 

h o r s e  e n t e r e d  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  o f  t o o  p o w e r f u l  a  R a j a ,  

b e f o r e  t h e  a r m y  w h i c h  f o l l o w e d  h a d  b e e n  r e i n f o r c e d  

b y  t h e  r e t a i n e r s  o f  w e a k e r  R a j a s  w h o  h a d  b o o n  c o n ­

q u e r e d ,  t h e  A s w a m e d h a  m i g h t  b e  b r o u g h t  t o  a  d i s ­

a s t r o u s  t e r m i n a t i o n .  I f ,  o n  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h e  h o r s e  

c o n f i n e d  h i m s e l f  t o  t h e  t e r r i t o r i e s  o f  w e a k e r  R a j a s ,  

o r  d e f e r r e d  e n t e r i n g  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  o f  a  s t r o n g e r  R a j a  

.u n t i l  h i s  f o l l o w e r s  h a d  s w e l l e d  i n t o  a n  o v e r w h e l m ­

i n g  f o r c e ,  t h e  A s w a m e d h a  m i g h t  b e  b r o u g h t  t o  a  

t r i u m p h a n t  c o n c l u s i o n .  P r o b a b l y  i n  t i m e s  s t i l l  

m o r e  r e m o t e  t h e  l o o s e n i n g  o f  t h e  h o r s e  m a y  h a v e  

b e e n  a  m e r e  f e s t i v a l  h e l d  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  d e c i d i n g  

t h e  s u p r e m a c y  b e t w e e n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  s e t t l o r s  i n  a  p a r ­

t i c u l a r  n e i g h b o u r h o o d ,  a n d  l a s t i n g  p e r h a p s  o n l y  a  

f e w  d a y s  o r  a  l u n a r  m o n t h ,  i n s t e a d  o f  a n  e n t i r e  y e a r .

B u t  w h e t h e r  o n  a  l a r g e  o r  a  s m a l l  s c a le ,  t h e  g r e a t e s t  Genera! excite-*“ ixicilt.
i n t e r e s t  w o u l d  b e  e x c i t e d ,  a n d  a  g e n e r a l  a g i t a t i o n  

w o u l d  p r e v a i l .  E v e r y  C h i e f t a i n  i n  t h e  n e i g h b o u r ­

h o o d  w o u l d  s p e c u l a t e  a s  to  w h e t h e r  t h e  h o r s e  w o u l d  

e n t e r  h i s  R a j ,  a n d  w h e t h e r  i n  s u c h  a  c o n t i n g e n c y  h e  

s h o u l d  h a z a r d  a  b a t t l e  o r  t e n d e r  h i s  s u b m i s s i o n .

’ E  v e r y  s p o t  w h e r e  t h e  h o r s e  w a s  c a u g h t ,  o r  w h e r e  Memory of -a9. 

a  b a t t l e  e n s u e d ,  w o u l d  b o  e a g e r l y  r e m e m b e r e d  a n d  s,!rv;,( l«*»to*°  J tradition.
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history o? pointed out to the inquissfiivc inquirer, and doubtless 
iSSTn. would be long preserved in local tradition.

.SttwSTow" The Aswamedha thus originally combined the 
a m  *auA* idea of conquest and sovereignty with that of a na- 
woMhipol'tho tional banquet at which the roasted horse might 
Wun‘ have been regarded as a national or imperial dish.

But, at the same time, the sacrifice was undoubtedly 
invested with a religious significance, which is want­
ing in the Eajasxiya. I t  was connected with the 
worship of the Sun, which, like toe worship of the 
serpent, appears to have been one of the most

tireek coititefip- ancient of all religions. The idea that the Sun god 
twmortho sun carried through the firmament, from his .rising

to his setting, in a golden chariot drawn by fleet 
and invisible steeds, was a favourite conception of 

Horse sacrifice the Greek bards. Again, Herodotus states explicit* 
that the Massagetee of High Asia sacrificed 

horses to the Sun, under the idea that the swiftest 
of animals should be offered to the swiftest ot 
deities.1 In the two Aswamedha hymns in the Rig- 
Yeda, the horse is regarded as the type of the Sun, 

Disappearance and also of Agni, or the deity of fire./ At a later, 
ii.on. India. but still ancient period, the Aswamedha. appeals to

1 Herodotus, Book i. c. 216,
3 See Rig-Veda, Suktas clxit, and chtiii., Wilson’s translation, vol. ii. pp. 

112—125. It must lie confessed that the two hymns in question are exceedingly 
obsenre. They are undoubtedly ancient, but still they appear to have been com­
posed in an age of mysticism, long after the primitive ago of bone sacrifice, and 
possibly during some temporary revival of the-ancient rite. They are replete 
with mysticism, and are wholly wanting in that exultation in victory, and joyous 
anticipation of a feast, which are likely to have found expression in a more primi­
tive and barbarous period, of which relics are to be found in the legendary narra­
tive preserved in the Mahft Bhfcrata. Indeed, in the opening verse of thy first of 
the Aswamedha hymns, the worshipper positively deprecates-the wrath of certain 
Vedio deities for thus paying reverence to the h o r s e L e t  neither Mite nor 
Vanina, Aryaman, Ayu (i. o. Vayu), Indra, Riblmkshin (f t*rajipati), nor the 
M a ruts censure us, when wo proclaim in the sacrifice the virtues of the swift horse 
sprung from the gods."—-Wilson’s translation.



<SL
have fallen into disuse; and during the successive history of 
ages of Buddhism, and. Brahmanicul revival, it must ®pr n 
have been virtually abolished as altogether opposed ' 
to the enlightened ideas of more civilized times.
But still the institution lived in oral tradition, and 
was so deeply rooted in the memories and minds, of 
tin; Hindus, that it even yet finds expression in the 
MaM Bhfirata and Ramayana, and is frequently re­
ferred to in the other sacred books of the Hindtis.
An interpretation, however, has been generally 
placed upon the ceremonial, which was wholly un- £[tUe cevOTnolw" 
known in primitive times, and which will, form the 
subject of future discussion. In the Mahsi Bhfirata 
the-Aswam'edha is said to have been performed as an 
atonement for sin ; in the Ramayana it is said to 
have been performed for the purpose of obtaining a 
son ; whilst in both poems, and in the Purdnas 
generally, the sacrifice is said' to have been frequent­
ly effected by ancient Brahman sages for the ac­
quisition of religious merit, and for the attainment 
of a supernatural power which should • render thorn 
superior even to the gods.3

The description of the Aswamedha of Baja Yud- .
hishthira, as it appears in the Maha Bluirata, con- tiw Â wamcdha 

tains distinct references to the old primitive custom t h S  ish" 
of loosening the horse, and fighting every Raja who 
Opposed its progress, which has already been de­
scribed. A t. the same time it is loaded, with Brah­
manical details and mythical references which are 
entirely at variance with this original idea. These objection*

m. P  against i-iunin-
——  „---- ———— ---------------- - —  ------------- ---- -----------------1— sting the inter-

polllloUH*
» In fee Ynjnr-Veda, which is much later than the Rig-Veda, the sacrifice was 

performed without any slaughter, the animals being tied to the posts whilst fihe 
invocations wore being chauuted, and then let loose without injury.—Colebrooke 
oh th«. I'ldais. A legend is preserved, in the Mah& Bhhrata of a similar bloodless.
Aswamedha; having been performed by tbe sago Yrihaspati,

x y  XYL— TB'E HOSSOE SACRIFICE, 381
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history wr Interpolations however are too closely Interwoven 
tS vh. with what appears to be the original and authentic 

.... traditiori, to be altogether eliminated; and more­
over are more suggestive and amusing than, the 
ordinary run of Brahmanieal additions. According­
ly the legend will be exhibited as it stands in the 
Maha BMrata, although in a greatly abridged form ; 

Three stages the whole being divided into three distinct mirra-the perform̂  °
^^attAswa- ^ ves? corresponding to the throe stages in the per- 

form an ce of an Aswamedha, 'viz.—
1st, The capture of the horse.
2nd, The loosening of the horse.
3rd, The sacrifice of the horse.
Tire narrative of the capture, or, in other words, 

in, ttarnitiireof the stealing of the horse, may now be related asthe capture of o 7 t
tlvc horse, f 0 jj0WB

Moiauchoiy of Now after Yudhishthirii had been established in the Raj,Yudiusitfchira. , , . , ., , , ,, , ,
he again began to grieve'Very bitterly- over the men who haa 
been slain on his account in the great w ar; and the .Malu'U 

Krishrm advises raja and Krishna tried to arouse him from his sorrow, andItim to pori'ovxa . , , »
smiriftcws. Krishna couufeellod him to perform sacrifices, and. to enter­

tain many guests, by which means ho might cast aside hir. 
Vj-aaacounsels melancholy . .A fter this Krishna returned to Dwaraka, when 
•for tiw iii-.i-r- the sage Vvdsa appeared to V udhishthira, and advised himmerit of hit sins. °  * .

to perform 'an' Aswamedha as an atonement tor all ins s in s; 
and Vydsa told him of a place where he might procure 
abundant, treasure for the ceremony; for that in former times 
when a Ilaja of Ayodhyd had perfoi'med the same sacrifice, 
he had given so much treasure to the Brahmans that they 
could not carry it all away, and accordingly stored a  large 
quantity in a certain spot in the side of the Himalaya moun- 

Yviiiiiishtiura’a tain, where it still remained. But Raja YndhLshthira refused 
for many days to send for the treasure, becanse it belonged 

tottieHri^n* to the Brahmans; until at length the sage Vyasa explained 
to him that fire, water, earth, and riches belonged to no one, 
and might be kept by any one who found them. So after
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much discourse Raja Yndhishthira (InterraWd to perform' histort o*. 
tho Aswan mdba' 8fkjirijis!&, aUfi to semi for the treasure of the i™* ie
Rriiomma which had been stored hi the IIitrullaya mountain. -----------

Now it -was the rule a t Aswamedhas th a t th e  horso which - ®“i« of ‘' “ As-warned ha.
was to be sacrificed should be of a pure white colour like colour of the 
the moon, with a yellow tail and a black right ear ; or tho twrs°' 
horse might be all of a black colour. The horse was to ho Might of the 
let loose on the fourteenth day after tho entrance of the sun U><'8tut"tf- 
into Aries, being the night of the full moon in the month-of 
(Jlioitro ; and it was to run loose for a whole year, with a GoMptgn wait 
gold plate on its forehead ; and on the gold plate was to  bo 
inscribed the name of the Eaja to whom, it belonged, and a 
proclamation that ah array was following the horse, and that 
all who stopped the horae, or who led him away, would be 
compelled to accompany the army until the end of the year, 
and then would be called upon to attend tho Aswaraedha 
sacrifice. And Vydsa, tho sage, also told Yudhislithira that 
the Sacrifice was a very difficult one. inasmuch as no Raja 

j„ could perform it who had not obtained a perfect control oyer
all iris passions. Moreover,' Vy&sa commanded the Raja Nw»w!h.v for 
that ho must not sleep a single'might out of his city through- no! ri.VW*sbu*- 
out ;;the entire year; and that he must always sleep on the y«“‘- 
ground, with his wife .by his side, and a naked sword be­
tween rhem; arid that ho must never once put Ins hand upon 
her, or the whole merit of the sacrifice would be turned to 
guilt. Yyasa also informed the Baja that a horse bearing 
all the requisite marks would be found at a very distant, city 
named Badravati.

When Vyjfea had thus spoken, Bhttna offered to go to golothe^ty or
the city of Badravati and bring away tho horse; and Yud-
hishthira gave liim permission, but wished that Krishna had
been present to counsel him in the matter. Whilst they Ktishnai'»,ami-

" were speaking together word was brought that Krishna was nuh«|itef.lr'8
standing at the gate of the palace; saying, that he would n«stin&pur.
not enter a. house at the request of a doorkeeper, but only
at the invitation of the owner. So Yudhishthira and his KHshnabroî Hinto fcne palace
brethren went out and sainted Krishna, and brought him ^dbub«th-ili‘ 
into the palace, and told him of the Aswamedha sacrifice ren*



history of that they were about to perform. Now when Krishna heard
Iwinf; that Bkima had been chosen to go to Badra vafci, rather than.

Past II, . . .
------- — ,— Aijuna, lie was somewhat jealous, for Arjuna was his friend
thifiwama'1'1113 and near kinsman. And Krishna said :— u Why send BMrna
to fetch the' ’ to brine1' away the horse ? Surely such a mission is too great
Arjuna. for him : I  am aware that he understands everything non-
Krishna’* oh- nected with eating*; but a man can have hut a foolish head
j^onthe * who is always thinking of his stomach i I  know also that lie
fondness for has married a woman of the Asuras, and she will certainly eating and wp i . ' . „ . - . .
A.'uri wife0 Ra deprive lum of any sense he may have rem aining: Moreover,

it is the rule that if a man marries a woman of inferior rank,
or gives himself up to the love of women, or lives in  the
house of his father-in-law, he may not take any part in the
performance of an Aswamedha i Arjuna, on the other hand ,

Bhim»r«t.orts is fitted in every way for high .deeds.'” Bhlma replied :—
stonitto™con:3 “  You say, 0  Krishna, that he who has a large stomach, and
vhsw. 1 is ever intent upon eating, is without understanding; but

who can have a wider stomach than yours in which the whole
creation finds a place ? You also say that a great eater has
no brains; who eats more than you, who devour all the

Bor«a toKmh- rivers, all the demons, and all mankind ? Then you object
that 1 have the daughter of an Asura living in my house, but
you have married the daughter of Jamba vat who is a Bear;
and is the daughter of a Bear to be preferred to the daughter
of an Asura ? As to my giving myself up to the love of
women, is it not known unto all men that you are in no who

Mollifies better than me ? But let this pass : W e are all anxious for
your aid in the performance of this Aswamedha; and all my
own hopes rest upon you alone."

At these words Krishna was mollified, and he gave his 
Bbima proceeds consent that Ehima should go to Badravati And BMraa
to Bwlravn.f i to , ,
bring away the set out with two other warnors, and defeated the ilaia ofhoi 30. . . .  J ,

Badravati and brought away the horse. And the Raja 
resolved to accompany Blnma to Kastmapur, and attend the 
Aswamedha of Yudhishthirn, and to carry with him all his 
family r. tid treasures. Now this Raja had a mother who was 
very old, and she was called'his great mother, because she 
had been his father's head w ife; and he was very anxious

384: THE- MAHA BmAr ATA. .•
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to take her with him. And the Raja said to her, that as she history ov 

•was now approaching the end of her days, it won id be most i-dur n. 
proper for her to proceed to the river Ganges and bathe 
there, and to behold the many holy Rishis and dovotees 
who had taken up their abode there. But his old mother 
replied.:— {< What is this Ganges water that you are talking i 
about ? Have I not a hundred better springs here P I 'will i 
never quit: this house; for if 1 stir, all the goods and chattels 
here will he eaten up : My maids and servants will be every 
day'plundering milk, and grain, and butter, and causing me 
grievous damage ; so that when I  return I  shall find half .my 
property wasted and stolen/' And the Rajah mother was 
very obstinate, and notwithstanding all that could be said, 
nothing would persuade lxor to leave the city of Badravati 
and proceed to Hastiri&pur. So the Minister advised the Old tidy cahM 
Raja to carry her by force, and accordingly a litter was pre­
pared, and the old R im  was placed upon it, and she was 
carried away, cry ing very loudly, along with the whole camp 
to the city of Hastmapur, And when they came nigh unto 
the city, Bhima went forward to inform his brother Yudliish- 
tliim, who thereupon came out to meet the Raja of Badra­
vati, accompanied by Krishna and all his Chieftains; and 
Yudhishthira then conducted the Raja and all Ms-party with 

- great ceremony into Hastindpur.
.Now according to the rule of the Aswaraedha the liorse Krishna rot.urn 

could not he loosened until the night of the full moon in the a„tu the »%ht, 
month of - Choitro/ And Krishna returned to his own city of the horse.'11,8 
and dwelt there; fo r there remained many months before 
the horse could be loosened and the preliminary rites be 
commenced. And when it only wanted one month to the Trk* played i-y 
ceremony, Raja Yudhishthira sent Bhima to liwaraka to Bhima.' 
invite Krishna to attend the sacrifice. And Bhima set off 
for DwiiraM with all speed, and after some days he reached 
the city in the evening, and proceeded to the palace of

4 The month Choitro generally corresponds to the latter half of the month of 
March and the first half of the month of April. The full noon in the .month of 
Ohoitro would thus often correspond to tie full moon at Easter; and’ this coin- 
cadence has given rise to wild conjectures, 

vot. i. 25


