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’Raga. Yu&hlshthm.- .reph'eﬂ b -All hat
has come to me Im.a been a‘nt}rely by your favour””  Then
Krmhna,mth all the Rajus and principal Rishis, poured pitoh-
ers of water over Yudhishthira and Dranpadf, and bathed
them. Thon all that remained of the medicinal herbs that
had been brought to make the howa, was reduced to powder,
and a ball of it was given o each of the persons: prosent to
eat ; and by so doing Raja Yudhishthirs gave to each ono a

the Aswanedha. sharo of the merit of that Aswamedha Yaga ; and last of all

Gm wral T

': juiciugu

Raja Y udhishthira partook of it himself. Then all the musi-
cal instraments struck up a symphony of rejoicing for the

close of the Yaga; and Kunt{ with all her raidens and -

pondents manifested every sign of joy, and bestawed great

_quatntitiest-uf effects and goods in gratitude to the godi who

~ had enabled her son to perform so great a Yaga and had
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accepted tho sacrifice. And all the materialy for the homa
were collected into one place, and the Brihmans uttered
bleba‘ngs over them, and threw them all ationce into the fire.

After this, Raja Yudhishthira aroge . and approached
Vyésa, and said :—Thig Yaga, by your exertious and
favour, is now brought to a closo; how can I make suffi-
cient apologies to you for your trouble ¢’ Vydsa replied :
«0 Raja, you are my son, and it is my duty to sympathize
with you in your concerns; therefore you have no noed for
making any apologies tome.” 'The Raja then assigned over
to Vydsa certain estates well inhabited and eultivated, with
abundanco of goods and chattels; and Vyisa tmnsf’éwed the
whole of them as free gifts to tho Bréhmans. Raja Yud-
hishthira then gave to each of the Brihmans who had pé'r«
formed the homa, and to each of those who had assisted
in the Yaga, a chariot, an elephant, ten horses of the first
quality, four maunds of gold, a hundred milch cows with
gilded horng, two seers and a half of pearls, and four intel-
lugeut slaves, who had learned the Vedas and all oiher
seiences ; and to all the other Brdhmans, who had been pre-
sont but had not taken a part in the ‘ceremony, Raja Yud-
bishthira gave half ag much. And when the Raja had
ﬁmshed bestowing his largesses upon the Brdhmsans, he
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| 'to each of the groat Rajas a thousand horses of the first If:ﬂ?i‘l
quwhty, and a hundred war clephanta, and one orore of gold w—- e !

: Dit LEAT ol’
~eoin; and to each of the Raja’s wives he gave eVerythmg seribiition oF,

that was necessary for a bride on her wedding night, includ-

il go]d and precious jewels and splendid clothes. Yud-

: hishthira then gave to each of the sons, and kinsmen, and %";}gﬂ“ﬁb
friends of Krishna, twice as much ashe had given to the family’ |
' Rams, and he went respectfully to Krishna, and said :—“ 1
. have nothing worthy of your acoeptance ; hut since the Yaga
I"'h&q been complutt,d under your favour, I make a free offer-
i -_.mw of all its acquired merits to you.”
Rag&h Yudhishthira then said to his brother Bhima:— Bhima feasts |
Jiiiis ) Ta,ke all the Brihmany and feast them!’’ So Bhima

i :femtec"l all the Brihwians with the best of victuals and drink

I in goldcn trays and vessels; and after the feast he gave the

whole of the Igoldbn vessels to those Bréhmans,  The assem- Dopastue ot
bly theén broke up, and all the Rajas returned fo their own j
\ guarters ; and the next day Krishna took leave, and set off
\ for Diwirvakd ; and all the other Rajas took leaye in like man-
ner and set off for their respective countries.

ot foregoing descuptmn of the Aswamedha of Review ot ihe

Ra;a Yudhishthira requires but little further com. §gietioncr the

ment. The rite of bathing calls for no remark, as it

'_Iwas and 1s performed at every III‘pOI‘thnt ceremony

practised by the Hindds, and indeed is especially

oo .an;]um&.d as & purifying rite by the Brahmanical law.

. The rite, in which the Raja ploughed the land set pioushing s
| 'apart for the sacrifice, and the Rénf sowed specimens ﬂz',el n Soythiar ||

of all the grains that grew in the Raj, wasno doubt an © Ghaton

~ancient ceremony expressive of sovereignty, and ap-
pears to have been of Scythian or Baddhist origin,

- Aecording to a Scythian tradition preserved by He- seythian tradic

tion of a golden | |

. rodotus, a golden plough fell from heayen at a remote plough.
- period, and was for ever afterwards preserved by the
T s Iy 28
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-.:,':;.‘HI‘**I‘ORY ar Royal Trlbe a8 one of the emblems of roy'al y% It

is also still more remarkable that a golden plough
ras used by Buddhist sovereigns at the consecration
of & monastery ‘or tvmple anrl a graphic deseription
has been preserved 1n the Malm_\w anso of the per-
formanece of this ceremony by a monarch who
reigned in the third century before the Christian era.
The ground was first sprinkled with red sandal-wood,
after which two elephants were harmessed to the gold-
en plough, and the Buddhist Raja ploughed along
the boundary line, accnmpamed by the priests aud
guarded by officials carrying staves of gold and sil-
ver. A large company of troops marched in proces-
sion, together with beautiful females carrying um-
brellas and other decorations, and mugicians playing
every description of instrument; whilst gorgeous

flags tingling with bells were carried in the air, as
~well as painted vases, glass mirrors, and garlands and

baskets of flowers. In this way the Buddhist Raja
ploughed the land, passing through many ‘triumph-
ant arches made of plantain trees, whilst a vast mul-
titude waved their handkerchiefy in the air and rent
the skies with their enthusiastic acclamations®

To return, however, to the Aswamedha of Raja
Yudhishthira. The attempt may now he made
to separate those details which appear to belong to
the Brahmanical offerings of the homa, from those
which geem to refer to the sacrifice of the horse.
The homa, consisting chiefly of ghee, was prepared
in eight sacrificial pits, and was presented to the gods

%0 Herodotus, Book TV, e. 5. It should be remarked that the plough was
aceompanied by a yoke, or battle-axe, and a drinking-cup. .

21 Mﬂl}aw&mo, Turnour’s ivansiation, poges 98, 90. . The Chinese tmvt_:ll_r-:r,
Fa Hian, sesms to have witnessed g similar ceremony which; like the above, was
parformed in the idand of Coylon.  Travels of Fu Hian, chop. xxxix,



in aﬁcmﬁmal Iadles throumh the medxum of fire ; nnd STORY oi_i' |
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(o tho presmt oceasion sam p]es of every vegetable, Bhup I.I
i and@very mediemal ]wrb growing inthe Raj, are b |
' moedicinal herhy
said to have been likewise thrown into the homa. throwninto fhe |
When the presentation of homa was over, the ro- |

3 mmnmfr portmn of the modicinal herbs was reduced

e

L4150

to powd(,r and formed into balls; and a ball was

\given to each perﬂaon present. By ﬂn«; rite the Raja pistrination ot

the religions

'\ was supposed to give to one and all a share of the ve- mert wquird |

by the homa.

 ligious merits which had heen acquired by the per-
formance of the sacrifice, and which was supposed to
wipe off from the account of good and evil deeds, an

'\ indefinite number of the evil actions which bad been
. previously committed by the individuals concerned.
It should also be remarked that the offering of the Braumans o

~ homa was exclusively performed by Brihmans, un-

engaged,

der the superintendence of the mythical Vydsa, and

."i_n'_ the presence of all the Rishis who are famous in

thnﬁnic‘.tl tradition, ; :
Tt will now be seen that the sacrifice of the horse peserinticnor’

the sncrificyof

'Was carried out in a vory different fashion ; and thag the herse.

the rite was performed not by Brahmans, but by two

. of the Péndavas. The place of sacrifico is said to colden bricks

S arrangement was no- doubt often carried out when

or plales e

have boen paved with bricks of gold ; and this costly ploedin an: o

cient times. 0

the Aswamedha was performed by a rich and con.
quering Raja. Solomon overlaid not only the altars

- but the very temple itself with plates of gold ; and

amongst the treasures of Creesus were a number of

. ‘golden bricks which may possibly have been cast for

asimilar purpose.® Round the place of sacrifice rrhavwnmsnad""'

to pillars.

eight pillars were set up, to which the horse, and

: S ) " Rite performed
peﬂnpb other animals, were tied. The rite was per- i ki
. n eva. Lo

z Herodotus, Book 1, e. 50,



© mesnorv.of formed by Nikula and Bhima, although various at-
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tempts are made, chiefly invelving the introduction

ikl -ﬂpi@h_or the
-~ horss o Brah-
: (friiﬂ_nl intor-

L amanies
11 pokarion,
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| Unmeaning in-
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| Dhstmyn.

| Domyerdion of
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0 ntd gamphor
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~of some supernatural detail, to impart a Brahman-

ical tone even fo this portion of the narrative. Thus
when Nikula declared that the horse was speaking,

 he was probably acting in accordance with a crude

notion that a victim before sacrifice was capable of
prophesying.  But the language put into the mouth
of the animal is eminently Brahmanical; for the
horse is said to have exulted in the idea that instead

 of going like other sacrificial horses to the heaven of

Indra, he was going beyond it, that is, to the heaven
of Vishnu, because of the presence of Krishna. Again
Dhaumya, the family priest, is introduced, to give
the scimitar to Bhima, and to perform the senseless
miracle of squeezing milk out of the horse's ear,
The whole concludes with a miracle, in which the
flesh of the horse approximates to camphor, and is
finally converted by Dhaumya into homa. Here

. the Brahmanical rite distinctly overlays the original

Vedie idea of |
C 0 the ageent of
. the horse's
heud,

rite; for it is certain that in the ancient perform-
ance of an Aswamedba, the flesh of the horse was
cooked upon the fire, and was both presented to
the gods and eaten by the assembled guests.®  The
statoment that the head of the horse asecended to
heaven is also a miracle, but originates in a Vedic
idea rather than in the prolific imaginations of the

Brahmanical compilers.®

% The fitst Aswamedha hymn in the Rig-Veda desciibes the boiling anid
roasting of different portions of the flesh, the presentation of a part to the gods,
and the cating of a part by tho persous present. Hee Wilson's Zransiation, Yol.
IT. p. 121, note.

24 Hepn the scoond Aswamedha hymn in the Rig-Veda, Wilson’s ZTrwnsiation,
Vol. 11, p. 123, in which the worshipper is supposed tu be reciting the following
Vorse -4 T recognize in my mind thy form afar off, going from the carth below,
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One ether mcxdent seoms to mqmre some ex- mm“gﬁ

plfmatmn Tt has already heen stated that the Liorse | PamIn
was originally sacrificed to the Sun; and yet in both Swritce 38 the

horse to Indra,

the Mah4 Bhdrata and the Rdmdyana the horse is inswad &:o‘igge:""

said to have been offered to Indra. Thiy c.h.cung,e of gg,g;;gl;gi:;;g T
deity seoms to involve a new stage in the develop- fot'® "7
ment of the Hindu religion. The worship of the Sun

as a material existence had been superseded by the

worship of a more human deity and protector in the

person of Indra ; just in the same way that the wor-

ship of the human hero Indra was subsequently

superseded by the worship of the great Spirit Vishnu.

- The cireumstances which led to this change 1 the

national religion may be easily GOIJJeCtDI'Ld The
Sun 18 the deity of temperate climates, for it is he

| who ripens the harvests; but in a tropical climate

like India the favourite deity is the one who sends
the rain; and the Vedic deity who sends the rain is
. Indra, the god of the firmament. The subject is a
. curious one, and will be discussed in a future volume
; unde,r the head of religion.

Vol ébx way t}f Hegven, to the Sun : T behold thy head souring alofs, and mmmtmg

_quwkly by umhstmuwd paths, unsullied by dust.”



CHAPTER XVII.

PINAL TRAGEDIES.

u"rstrg?l?li or  Tug story of the Mahd Bhdrata virtually ends
it With the Aswamedha of Raja Yudhishthira. The
Ran?go:zhn! e great war was over; the Péndavas had slain all their
'fbrthh'iy- enemies ; and Yudhishthira had not only been inau.
" gurated in the Raj, but had celebrated the grcab
. horse sacrifice which established his sovereignty. A
period of thirty-six years is said to have followed, st
i ‘the expiration of which the Raj of the Pdndavas was
i _,_:f];;ﬁg;nglflwts brought to a close. n This penod was marked by
period. three incidents ; the first of which ocecurred within a
fow years of Yudhishthira’s inauguration, whilst the
other two are connected with the termination of his
reign. These three incidents are as follows :— _
1st, The exile and death of Mahéraja Dhrita-

réshtra.
2nd, The dc,structmn of Dwé,mka, and death of

Krishna.

3rd, The exilo a.nd death of the Péndayos.

B e it Thc, narrative of the exile and death of the blind
| 'f-:%i‘;}}lﬁkwﬁﬁd- old Mahdraja requires no preliminary explanation.
i Tt involves, however, a wonderful miracle performed
by the sage Vydse, whlch stands out as one of the

finest products of Hindd imagination whu,h can bo




i foum} in the M&hzi Bhémta. : 'I‘he narratwe may be Hr'sl'f&ﬁ o

Ieft to tell its own sbory Ly EN 25" 5 i

b Now u,itet- Raja Yudhishthira had perf'o‘mmd the great Pece and prog
| Aswamedha Yaga, the Pindayas lived for many years in s il
peac_e_ and prosperity nnder Mahdraja Dhritardshtra in' the
ity of Hastinfpur. Butthough the Pindavas had suceeedod
(the Kauravas in the rule of the Raj, and weve zealous in the
| performance of every filial duty towards their uncle the
:Mah{m‘;a., yet Dhritarishtra could never forget the death of
his own sons, and could never forgive Bhima for havmg;

- #lain Duryodhana, And there gprang up many bitter dis- pier disputes |
24 . | f between Itlnm. !

Wi

il putes between Bhima and the Mahiiraja, and Bhima trested, @it the Mah

hig blind uncle with insult, snd refused to obey his com- ™"

“mands ; and Dhritaréshtra determined to live at a distance

i from the brethren. And Dhritarfshtea depn.rted out of T:xrem.:vtlu!m;?ja
X 8 WildL

" Hastindpur, and went away to live in the jungle on the bank Gendban wd

. Kunti to thie
. of the Ganges; and he took with him his wife Géndhdri, and Jinelb on, iy

; Knutl, who was his brother’s’ widow, and Vidura, and all B
_ ,t‘:‘he older members of ‘the family ; and they nbodo there on.

the bank of the Gianges.
(L And b came to pass thab after some yem 4, tho Pandavas visit of the
v ...WE’I@ degirous of paying their respects to Mahdraja Dhrita. ﬁ‘t&ﬁi“&}‘: ks
i '....-riia}ltr& and the Rdni Gandhdri, and to sce again all their '

a.g d kinsfolk who had sought' an abiding place in the

. jungle, And the five brethren went forth with theiy wife

¢ Draupadi and paid a visit t0 the Mahdraja, and all were _
rejoiced to see them ; but when they asked fik Vidura, they Death of Vidic |
weore told that he hacl gono to the hank of the Gangestto ™
die by fasting ; and they hastened to the place where Vldura. e
was, and when they came up to him he was speechless, and G
gave up the ghost. ' A

After this, whilst all were falking gogethbr of the Hus- The saee Vytsn

promises to ge-

bands, and the sons, and the kinsfolk whom they had ;i'?;iif K

lost i the great war of Mahd Bhdrata, the sage Vydsa ap~ Who were slain il

in lm Kmn.f: wm-"- i

peared amongst them, and said :—“1 will this day heal gL
all your griefs: Go you all to tho river Ganges, and bathe
therein, and there each one of you shall behold the kinsmen
for whom you have been sorrowing.” So they all ‘went

i



m 'I‘HE m&m Bﬂ_mm. N

_re&tw oF d(JWIl to the rwer, a,n& choqe a bathmg plzu,e for thamselves
Al gﬂg% Cand families; and Vydsa said to them :~—* You shall seo
= thig night all those whom you desive.””  Andthe day passed
away 8o slowly that it seemed like a whole year to them,
' Tha widows of * but at last the san went down, and they all bathed m the
| the sluin hathe
x&nﬂgxﬂn the Tiver by command of Vydsa, and said their prayers, and
i AT went and stood near him; and Raja Yudhishthira and his
4. Dbrethren were on the side of Vydsa, and Mahdraja Dhrita-
' rfishtra stood before them, and everybody else stood wher-
‘:%asummona evermplaces could be found. Vydsa then went into the
«water, and prayed and bathed; and he then came out and
stood by Dhritarashira and Yudhishthira, and called.ont the
‘mames of each of the persons who had been slain, one by
| ._ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁ o one. At that moment the river began to foam and boil,
1_‘} f;ixampm and a great noise was heard rising onb of the waters, as
' thoagh all the, slain men were once again alive, and as
though they wand their elephants and their hovses were
bursting into loud cries, and all the droms and trumpets and
other instruments of music of both armies were striking up
SRR tOgehhe;& The whole assembly were astonished at this
o miglty ‘tempest, and some were smitten with a terrible fear,
1 'when suddenly they.saw Bhishma and Drona in full armiour -
seated in their chariots, and ascending out of the waters;”"
with all their armies arrayed us they were on the first day
of the Mah& Bhdrata, Next came forth Abhimanyu, the
heroie son of Arjuna, and the five sons of Draupadi, and the
soh of Bhima with his army of Asuras. After them camo
e Kagna, and Duryodhana, and Sakuni, and Duahsfsana, and
(S9the other sons of Diitardshtra, all in full parade seated
(0 apon their chariots, togetlier with many other warriors and
! Rajas who had been slain. All appeared in great glory and
- splendour, and morerbeauhful than when they were alive;
and all came with their Uwu horges and chariots and banners
Parfect friend-  and arms. Arid every one was in perfoct friendship with each
ke g}ii"é:&fnfm other, for enmity had departed from amongst them; and each
and P&n(hw
it one was proceded by his bards and eunlogists who sang his
Yoy of the lv- praises; and very many singing men and dancing girls ap-

J ing inthe com-
E‘;;“’ g pc&red w:th them, ginging and dancmg Now when these

4

o

o]



"_""w‘a.m'iors had coma out of t}m rwer, thmr mdows anél ms'ran
i ANDIA.
{ orphmns and kinsfolk were overjoyed, and not a trage of  piew el

 grief remained amongst them ; and widows went to their ; '.-'-"*"7'*'-“.;
“husbands, and danght_'ars to their fathers, and mothers to

their sons, and sisters to their brothers, and all the fifteeu
years of sorrow which had passed since the war of the ' 1. 0
Mghd Bhirata were forgotten in the ecshwy of secing each )

otlwr again, = Thus the night passed away in the fulnoss of J%gtmpmnt:«te :
joy; but when the morning had dawned, all the dead the dawm.
monnted their chariots and hor;es, and  disappeared ; and
those who had gathered together to behold them prepared
to depart. And Vyasa the sage said that the widows who 1h widows |
Cwished to rejoin their dead husbands mm‘ht do so; and %ﬂ?;:uhh:ﬁ:: fik
) all the widows went and bathed in the Gange‘s, and oame{ﬁ?&?&"ﬁgf
outi of the water again, and kissed, one by one, the feet of i
Dhritaréshtra and Gandhdri; and then went and drowned

themselves in the river; and through the prayers of Vydsa

they all went to the places they wished, and obtained their

several desires.

After this, Raja Yudhishthira and his brethren, .md

their wife Draapadi, took their leave of Mahdraja Dhrita-
rishtra and the Rdnf Gindhéri, and veturned to the city of
Hagtindpur. And after many days Narada the sage came to
" the palace of Yudhishthira, and said ;= The jungle has weribie doath

: ol the Mahdraja
. been set on fire, and the flames have been nourished by a and wi his b

strong wind ; and the Mahdraja and the Rinf, and all their g

 kinsfolk Iam_i friends, have perished in the burning, and

your mother Kunt{ has perished also.”” And the Péndavas

wore smitton with horror and sorrow, and darkness fell .

‘upon them. Bub when some days had passed away, they |
were thrown into a deeper consternation; for very fearful mﬁ‘;};mﬁ i

omens appeared on all sides, and they felt that something it

very tervible was abont to happen, and they knew not when

or how it would happen.,

ol I}

e

The foregoing narrative calls for but little com- Review ot the
i foregoi .
ment. The exile of the Mahdraja serves to prove mive.

the hollow character of his reconciliation with the
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Pénda.mﬁ, to thh attentlon Ila,s already been; _,

‘drawn. DBut the glorious s¢ene in which the dead

"'_'.ﬁmaaumr e Who had fallen in the great war arose out of the

| picture of the
.resurrr-etiou of
I tad who

the
: lw‘.t fallen it the

i great Wi

i _:(fﬁommred wﬂ.h

\?uived in the

o deseription in

itk -tha Labid Bhia-
yatal

[ Afecting pro-
Seeedings of the
Cwomen,

river Gtanges, arrayed in all the pomp and magni-
ficence of battle, forms one of the grandest pictures

ever presented to the human eye. The coneeption
of the resurrection of the dead on the last day is
perhaps more tea*rlb]y gnggestive, but the bursting
| open of the sepulchres by the shrouded inmates, and
| the horrible contrast between the saved and the
damnod fills the imagination with pain and gloom.

| pertot i - The idea in the Mald Bl iédrata, however, is one of

Pbl‘feﬂt joy. Trump(,ts are sounding, banners are
waving, and the air is filled with the noise of horses
and elephants and chariots, ag the vast armies of
warriors appear in glory and brightness out of the
dark river, armyed in all the imposing parapher-
nalia of war. All enmity, however, has departed
from amongst them ; and all are in perfect friend-
shlp with each other, whilst bards and culqgmts are
'singing before them, and Lo1npameb of Feautiful
gi_rls are dancing in the midnight air. Moreover,
the contrast between the women and the warriors
18 one which brings all the purest affections into
play. Wives and mothers, sisters and daughtors,

~ are once again in the company of those whom they

Hind:‘n charac:
“ter of Lhe scene.

most loved, and in the enjoyment of the highest
felicity after long years of bereavement and sorrow,
I‘he glorious zmd atfecting’scene is at length brought

a conclusion by an 111cldent bumewhat tragic in
1tself, but still in accordance with Hindd ideas of
happiness. At the dawn of the morning, the vision
disappears, and the poor widows are again over-

whelmed with grief; but by the permission of the



",-(;he} taku a, touchmg Famwell of thm f‘mends nm:f‘om
and mlatwes, ‘and then drown themselves in the = pus i
sacred river, and thus once again JOlll their husband&s i

| m another world. . | |
The remaining portion of the narrative is more ﬁ:ma;ﬁgm. _'

| 'melmmholy The awful death of the Mahéraja and jusle e

- all his household in a jungle five, is an event which |

to this day excites a sympathizing horror, for it is

-sudden, terrible, and overwhelming. In the case of

. the Pdndavas, however, their consternation was in-
ereased by portentous Ollleﬂb, and thug they were
ot mﬂy oppressed by their present grief, but by

. the constant apprehension that something stlll more

i feat‘ful was about to happen. -

| The alarming event which they were thus houxly sud. the de.

"antml..pa,tmg at l_ungth came to pass. Tidings were PWimki

. suddenly brought to them of a frightful series of

O disasters) which had  taken place at Dwirakd, the

\ city of Krishna and the Yadavas; but here, to avoid

' -' .';a,lltlmpatmg', it will be bettex to leave the narrative

b te]l its own story :—

A {)W all this while the great clty of Dwiérakd, which was wickednossand
: -.mtuated upun the sea, had been filled with mirth and feast- &rﬁiﬁ:ﬁ; Bwaild
| ing; and all the people drank wino in abundance, and the
yonng: men, who were the sons and grandsons of Krishna,

seoffed at the Bréhmans, snd at sacred things,  And three The threo grint

Rishis visi tha R

greari: ‘Rishis of the highest class, whose names were Viswi- ¢ty
mitra, Durvisas, and Nirada, were sojonrning in the city of

the Yddavas: and the youths of the place assembled to-
gother, and saw the three sages engaged in their devotions, i)
‘and amongst them was bt‘imba, the son of Krishna. And Trick plaged by'

the young men

the young men for sport dressed up Simba to represent a uponthe Rishis
 swoman with child, and they led him in this disgnise into

the presence of tho three Brihmang, and requested to know

whether she would give birth to & son ‘ov to a daughter.



mm b ,_HA | BIMRATA.

'fum'f OF The leus replw& “ We well know whom 'yon have
| gﬂ:;l?x“ i bmught befove us ; thxs i$ not a woman bub & son of K:nsh-
'm:;: na, and verily he shall bring forth an iron club which shall
' Rishis. destroy the whole tace of Yadu : And since you have pre-
ferred an evil life to a virtuous one, and have sought to
ki scoﬁ' at and ridicule such poor men as we are, you and all
i your people shall perish by that club, except Balarda, and
heir depart-  he too shall Teave the world shortly afterwards.”  Bo say-
i ing, the three Rishis drew over their shoalders the deor-
~ skins on which they had been seatoed, and went out of Dwé-
raké, and made their way to the city of Hastindpur. And
when the young men heard the words of the three Rishis,
they repented of what they had done; and the news spread
abroad amongst the people of the city, and they were sore
‘afraid; and some cmrried the account to Krishna, and he
said :—If it iz the will of God it will surely come to
bl pass.”’
1 Keishna fssues After this, Krishna 1ssued a proclamation throughout
' :ﬁ:ﬁﬁ%‘ﬂgﬂn Dwirakd, that whoever drank wine henceforth should be
i put to death with all his family. Then the people of the
¥ f clty abstained from the nse of wine, and no man venbmad
':?g«:;‘rml apparl- even to utter ibs name. But at this time a fearful appari-
' tion showed itself at the doors of all the houses, and men
said that it was death in a human shape; and its colonr
was black and yellow, and its head was shorn, and all i6s
limbs were distorted ; and all who saw the apparition were
filled with fear and trembling, and if a man discharged en
i arrow at it, the figure disappeared, and no one knew whither
Great wind. it had gone. Meantine, a great wind arose, and uprooted
i many trees, and carried away many men and beasts, and
_ blew about the doors of the houses until they were nearly
o Rariesiions Lo, all broken. And the rats increased in so prodigious a
- and ovls, manner that thousands and thousands swarmed in every
; house, and carried off and spoilt everything that was put
away ; and they ran about the bazaars, and they gnawed
away the hair and beards of the men who were asleep. And
owls flocked to the houses of the people in greab numbers,
and sereeched throaghout the night; and the nightingales




A -:r_'ho

hoot'rwg of the owls, und cani:mue& thew wmlmgs hoth by g
' mght and day, | And monstrous births| flled the Tandy o orern e and
the cows brought forih asses, and the swine produced Tiony’ i Ly
cubs, and the dogs produced kittens, and tho weasels '
brought forth young mice.  And vice and evil pexyadad)! {1 IR
the swhole race of Yadu ; and the poor men and the devotees | R
. were openly reviled and preceptors and learned men were
treaterl with disrespect ; and the women overruled the men, ' 1
~and fire refused to give lwht and. the flames of fire became
Dlack and blue. And the sun was surrounded atb its rising
Jand its setting by thonsands of spectrey of men withoat
“heads, who engaged in battle with swords and spears in
'their hands. | And the Yogis and other devotees found that
{5 bhey rose from the skins upon which they sat, those skins
were changed into vermin. And the moon was eclipsed on
its twelfth day, and the sun was e.chpsod on the twenty- .
seventh day of the moon. ]
Meantime Krichna issued a proclamation that on the Procimation of
L MOrrow all the people of the city shol_tlld g0 tio the sea-shore t;rﬂ:q%}'a;lﬂmft‘
Ak Prabhdsa, and pay their devotions to the deity of Dwii- %ﬁgf}fw
rakd, At that same time a dreadful apparvition came to the apparition of &
mty of'a black woman, clothed in black garments, and hav- R T
mg yeﬂlow teeth { and this woman went from house to
,'gmnnmg ab all who were therein, and filling them
‘with terror and dismay ; and if any one attempted to scize
her, she vanished from that place and showed hersclf ab

another, and thns she continned until she had goue over

‘the whole eity,  And that same mght evil spirits came and Fewcs andwens

earried off the Jewels of the women, and the weapons of the B‘;’:‘ﬁﬂﬁ%:w

~ men, and no one had the power to recover either the one or

the other. The chalkrs of Krishns was also suddenly taken Ohalilm B
up to heaven, and all the people saw i, and weve filled with e 3.9?1 il

_ grief, and raised a great uproar, At fhe same time, the mis chariot ana
clmnotccr of Krishna harnessed his master’s chariot ; and Pﬁ'?ﬁ%ﬁ.’f‘fm
upon this the horses bounded up into the air, and bove '

away the chariot over the sea, and disappeared for ever. Disapneararicd
of the ensigny

Alsu the figure of a palmyra, which was oun the standard of of Bularimasid



_Bala.mima, and the figute of the bird G&Mm, e
| the standard of Krishna, both separated thnmaelvaa':
\ their respective standards and rose into the air yntil t.hey
Warnlna oftte vanmished from the sight. Also Apsaras appeared in the
" sky, and oried out to the peoplo :— Arise and be’ gona | 7
And this cvy was heard in every house tln'uué‘hout the mty
of Dwhrals.
o pooploper: | And when the morning nrmved the people obeye-rl the
bled to deimk |
aring b (o & s proclamation of Krighna, a,nﬂ Krishna gave them permis-
' sion to drink wine on that day only; and they seb out with
their wives and families to the place of pilgrimage on the
BB&-‘B}IOI‘G, and they carried with them wine and pmmsmns
af ‘every description ; and some fook up their stations in
tonts, and others beneath trees. And when all the people
were sottlod in their respective placos, Krishna commandoed
that every variety of victuals and drink should be st apart
“and given to the Brdhmans ; and when the Bréhmansa were
abont to saf, & certain man of the Yédava tribe came ap
with a large jar of wine in his hand, from which he had
boeen Grmkmg nntil he was intoxicated ; and he spilta little
of the wine upon the victuals sot apart for the Bedhmans ;
80 tho Brdhmans would not eat thereof, and Krighna orden ed‘:'
o that the victuals should be given to the monkaeys,
g o Meantime the fenst proceeded without interru ption, And
VA the jugglors; and the musicians, the dancers, and the players
of all kinds exhibited their performances before the people ;
j'gllm fﬁ?ﬁfﬁ“}ﬂs whilst the people all drank wine very largely, And all the
parties. . Ohieftains of the tribe of Yadu were present at that feast.
There were Raja Ugrasena, and Balardma, and Sdtyoki, and
Krltanmman, and the two sons”of Krishna, and many others
of venown. Now Balarima, the elder brother of Krishna,
was a greab drinker of wine, and he ordered vessels of wine
to be brought into the assembly and placed befove each
Chioftain ; and the assembly scated themselves in parties, so
that tho'se who were most intimate drank wine together.
'?\ft‘{ﬂ%ﬁmu Thus Balardma and Kritavarman drank by themqt,lves, and
e aiding in the the sons of Krighna drank with bdtyakz.

rEvenge of As-
witthama, I'uow Kritavarman, who drank with Balmﬁma., Wwas. one

_xu;rl‘.l'




i ee w]m had wlaught’emd i sleapmg' 113@11 in 'Bhe nm%ni
| eamp of the Pandavas, and Sdtyaki iho  was sut&mg near. At
el e, having got exceedingly drunk;/suddenly cast his oye =
i apon him, and ‘said +—“Behold, my friends, this Kshatriya
(heve; who boasts 'so much of his prowess ! He wenb one
| night with Aswatthima, and attacked nnumber of boys, and
. killed them in the mght time ; and these ave the men who =
. boast of their bravery.” Pra.dy umna, the son of Krishna, i
' : then crmd out :—¢ Well said, Sityakil”?  And Krishna also Emsonrased !
was mo friend to Kritavarman, for in the feud about ’ohe i
3awel Kmtwavman had murdered Satyajit, who was the .
 father of Krishna’s wife Satyabbima ; and Krishna said to TR
| Batynki :~-Tell the story of how Kritavarman murdered
. Batyajit, and robbed him of his jewell 1 84 ityaki then
ik .repeated the story of the Ji‘Wel and said ¢ This Kritavar-
| man i moreover tho same man who went oub with Asvats
| thima, and uajustly slew Dhrishta-dynwmna, and many thoa-
. sands of innocent people: But his days are numbered.’” So
| saying, Sdtyaki drew his sword and ran ab Kritavarman
| before nll the assembly ; and whilst Kritavarman was rising Sﬁtﬁ‘t’;ﬁm‘:
up to dofend himself, Bityaki struck him on the neck with his
. sword with all bis might, so that his head was severed from
| hig body and fell upon the ground. Then many kinsmen of General "‘"‘“”"
 Kritayarman rushed upon Bétyaki, and many of Sgtyaki’s |
) ionds ran up to oppose them, and there was a great uproar !
land blo_odshad Krishna endeavoured to quell tho tumult, Sudden mur. i
bub no one h-saaded him ; and the friends of Kritavarman cut '
dmm S{ityakl and slew him, and also cut down. Pradyumna,
the son of Krishna, and slew him beforo his father’s face.
i Isn&hm then revenged himself by killing all the murderers Hotviblo oon e |
of his son; but the whole assembly was then frantio with fhete o r
blood and wine, and ench man fell madly upon his neighbour; i
for in their hewilderment they knew not what they did,,
~exeept that they struck each other and died ; and futhers |
“slew their sons, and sons their fathers, and "brethz*on and ¢
3 'lcmsmen murdered each other. Iu this manner all the S.uuﬁhbr

1 Tbe f{,nd abont the Jawel will be found mla od in the legends of Krlahua in
Part 111, Y




i m&m w'Yﬁ&was were Eilallghbﬂre"l' by t}:la curse of the bhvee Rlshis,
ket “and a1l the sons and grandsons of Kmshn& were nmongsti the
o glain,. -
W“lule Krishua was horror-stncken atb thls suddcm ca-
lamity, his charioteer ¢ame to him, and said that Balardma
had gone out of the assembly just after the beginning of
the tumult.  So Krishna mounted his chariot, accompanied
| by anothor Chieftain, and set forward in search of his elder
. brother; and when they had gone a little distance, they

" beheld Balaréma seated under the shade of a banyan tree,
! aud his eyes were closed, and he was absorbed in a deep
3!.‘“{]!! hls meditation. Krishna then said to his charioteer == You
asiinapar, | bave seon what hag befallen this peopla Go now with all
' speed to the city of Hastindpur, and inform Raja Yudhish-
thira of all that hag oceurred, and desive him to send Arjuna

10 Dwérakd with all speed.’””  And the charioteer mounted

the chaviot by himeelf, and drove off in hot haste to the
" tiwm“:gf- city of Hastindpur, Krishna then said t¢ the Chieftain who
kﬁ"}{j}{ﬁiﬁ}ﬁ“ was with him :—“ You also have seen what calamity has
i ' bofallen us: So go you back to the city of Dwirakd, and
look to the safety of the women and houses, lest thieves and
Daityas should plunder the eity and outrage the women :
Have s care also for my father Vasudeva, who has been left
behind in the city ; and tell him that in the seventh day from
thiy, which will be the full moon of the month Kartika, the
sen will arise and swallow up Dwédrakd.” And the Chief-
tain returned in all haste towards Dwérakd, but on his way a
drunken fisherman foll wpon him and slew him ; and some
one who was looking on carried the news to Kyighoa. Then
I-_Krishmf;fﬂ Krishna said to his brother Balardma :— 1 am afraid lest
ks inischief be committed in the ulty Stay you here whilst I
" haste thither, and return again.’ So Krishna went to
Dwirakd, and told his fnther Vagudeva of the slaughter of
all their kinsmen and friends; and Vasudeva was oxcecd-
ingly moved and began to weep very bitterly. And Krishna
snid to his father ;- This is no time for grief; I have de-
spatched my charioteer to bring Arjuna hither; so do you
‘bestir yourself that no evil may befull the women before he

rmhna Iﬂoeu



iy T saw all tho Kanravas poerish, and now I have seen ull the T i
Yéda:vas ‘perigh also; andd I will peturn no more to this city, '

) : now We must taka leswe of each other, as I msm&.
'must re’mm to Balardma, wha is waiting for me: Heretofore | ;ﬁ

bt T and Balarhma will retire into the Jungle, and pass the
remainder of our lives in devotion.”  ‘With these words
. Krmhna. embrace& hig ﬁauthe,r @ feet, and all the women and

slave givls ket up a tervible cry of lamentation;  Krishna R&tnmsto

Balarimp :twi :
(then returned to his brother Balarhma, but found that he ﬁ#dir?:nm dend,

| whad given up the ghost whilst seated against the tree; and | | :
. Krishna was excoedingly troubled, and went into a t}ucket ﬁ*;{fmmi;lﬂ it
" /which was hard by, and rested his head upon his knees in it

/' deep contemplation, when a hunier, who was passing by,

 saw him, and thought he was a wild animal, and discharged
hig arrow and slow him HReR the spot. Thus died th_e-

' 1 .nughty Krishna

Meantime, the charioteer pwmedod o Hastmépm’, and Krishns
L) otes it
told to Raja Yudhishthira and his brethren how the Yada- %U::-;;il:h% 3:“‘{‘:’3; i
2 1eia-

vas had all slanghtered each other. The Rajaswooned away s.
afi the mews, and when he had recoveved, Arjuna obtained
his permlsamn to depart that moment for the city of Dwiraks,

8o Arjuna get off with all haste, and found the ecity like a Arjﬂn?p?{iﬂﬂﬁ

* widow mourning for her husband ; and when the wives of
_.Knshna. sefy their oyes upon him they filled the air with their meribielament |

Nl tions of th
| lories ; and the whole city echoed back their lamentations, widows.

forall the women thero had lost husbands or sons, fathers or
brothers, in the great quarrel. = At this sight Arjuna was so

o distracted that for a long time all his strength seemed to

) hﬁv'éf.-forslakan' him, but after a while he asked for Vasndeva,
and then went to see him. And Vasndevawept very much,
and Arjuna out of sympathy wept with him ; and all the
women of the city came thither, with their hair dishevelled

~and their eyes filled with tears; and when they saw Arjuna
they made altogether such s melancholy noise as was never

“heard before.  And after much weeping, Vasudeva told to

Arjuna the eause of sll the dreadful slaughter which had taken

~ place, and prayed him to do what seemed to him best with

the women and treasures,
VOL. I, 20



ony o Avjuna then proceeded with the chamotuer of Ko |
B _“‘ J the Gauncﬂ ha,ll and summoned all the Bréihmans who ha,d'
L ~ gurvived the grcat disaster 5 and when they bel) ol him they |
rg&g;)lua all burst into a fit of weeping ; but Azjuna bade them not to
¢ R o wa.stwe the time in useless sorrow, but to prepare for depart-
| ing from the doomed city, for that after seven clay% Dwamm
il would be overwhelmed by the zea.
.:ili):aslwlf Vam.  And Arjuna passed that night in the palace of KI‘ISILH&,
R e wheu it was morning he bathed himself, and preparcd
: to pay a visit to Vasudeva when at that moment he heard
a ery of lamentation, more termblr, them ever, issue from the
. house of Vaf-ludem and thousands of women ran about with
their hair dishevelled, and their bosoms bare, and their gar-
i ments rent ; and they were beating their breasts and filling
 the air with their screams; and ib was told to Arjupa that
| Vasudova had given up the ghost. So Arjuna arose up in
deep sorrow, and ordered the dead body to be carried to the
- spot where Krishna had performed an Aswamedha Yaga,- _
for Vasudem during his life-time had given m‘ders that his
dead, body should be burned there, And the same Brih-
mang who had performed the Yaga now collected wood and
perfumos ; and Arjuna himself cast the body upon the
pile, and the Brihmans lighted the pile: and four of Vasu-
deva’s widows burned themselves upon the pile along w1th .
ey the body of their dead hushand.
| Futiors core- When Axjuna had thus performed the funeral ceremonies
_E’?ﬁ'éfii‘ifniﬂi‘ for Vasudeva, ho went to the spot where all the Yadavas had
NON slain each other ; and when he saw the dead men lymg abont
the field he was horror-stricken beyond description. And he
commanded a very great quantity of fuel and inflammable
materials to be bronght and kindled ; and he ordered that
all the bodies of such as could be recognized should be
thrown thereon and burnt; and he gent all the people to
make strict search for the bodies of Krishna and Balardma,
ond ha.vmg found them, he cansed them to be burned with
 much precious odours.  Arjuna then performed the funeral
rites for all those who were dead, and sprmkled water for
theu- gouls. :

asrn?dagn with
foir of Iﬂs iy




A ._._Kawng thua completcd the obseqme&, ArJuna ordemd that msmmi;m
all peoplo shonld quit the city of Dwirakd on the sixth day, = paoy
and propare o jonrney to the city of Indra-prastha, So on m‘dmml ;_
| that day all the men and women of the city, and all the malo %:2‘;["%2;‘&’3;? i
‘and fomale slaves; and all the people of the bazaars, and all i
'T{mshna s sixteen thonsand wives, each with her own wait-
ing maid, and all the kinsmen, and dependents, and slave
| girls of the royal house, departed out of Dwirakd, and were
‘eonducted by Arjuna slong the road towards Indra-pra; stha; f
but searcely had Arjuna 'md all this mighty multitude 1eft mrecityof
~ the city, when the sea rose in a great heap in the sight of i by w
lall the people, and overwhelmed Divdrakd and all that re. ¥
mained in it. . And when the multitude beheld the rushing
. of the waters, they hastened on in great alavm lest tho sea
' ghould overtake them, and overwhclm them in like manner.
Now all the tribes thatlived round about were robbers and Cuavan wity

A Avjuna attacked:
Daityas of the worst character ; and when they heard that a auid despotled by

mighty caravan of very many women, and but few men, was i
' pitssing throngh their neighbourhood with vast treasures of
- gold and jewels, they snrrounded the caravan in great num-

bors, and rushed i upon the multituds in all directions, and

. earvied off many women and mucl spoil. And Arjuna found

\that all his strength had departed from him, and that he

could not bend his bow nor draw his sword ; and he prayed

to God ind regained a portion of his qtrenwth and  glew
"'m&ny of the robbers, but he could only save a few of the

women and a small portion of the troasure. i

Arjuna then proceeded with the remnant of the Poople pice ot Kelihe

and goods, and conducted them in safety to the plaingf pa e
Kurukshetra, where five of Krishna’s widows hurnt them. felves
selves on fhe funeral pile, whilst the remaining widows put
on the dress of devotees end retived to the ]un'v'lc Arjung |
then procesdad to Indra-prastha, and settled the remnant of
the people theve. :

’[’he foregoing narrative of the destruction of Renewof the
Dwiérakd is ewden‘rly a mythical account of one of mineorte.

} , :.Imtruouon off
those great convulsions of nature which oeccur at Dwaraki,
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wade mrerva,ls i -tmpmal chmea.", It seemﬂ '_jo- havc
' been preoeded by & feast, at which a quarrel arose
" which led to a dreadful scene of bloodshed; and
ulthough many of the details are mythical, }et as

'.they seem fo refer to some actual event, a brief ro-

0 r tha
'hshﬂg Ashig
pu"‘elf mythlcal

Nabural effects
f the prohibis
1ot} _m_driuk

view of the salient points may not be without value.

"The story of the three Rishis, and the prank
pIa} ed upon them by the young men of Dwirakd,
is evidently fabulous; and it is not difficult to ap-

preheud the reason for its insertion.  The catas-

trophe at Prabhdsa, and the destruction of the city
of Dwérakd, were disasters of so marked a charactor

| as to give rise to the idea that they were inflicted
by an offended deity ; and hence the interpolation
of a myth which referred them to the curse of three

Brdhman Rishis* The probibition to drink wine,
howeyer, appears to have had some foundation in
truth. ]Iornble spectres appeared in the strocts
and houses, such as are-said-te appear to drunkards
when thrown into a state of delirium tremens by

being suddenly deprived of strong drink. The
- quarrel at the festival at Prabldsa also arose in the

most natural manner, and illustrates in a romarkable
degree the turbulence of the assemblies of Yddavas,
But the great event was the destruction of Dwiraks ;

~and nearly all the subsidiary details in which Ax-

juna is alluded to, may be regarded ag mythical in-

i Accordmg to tha story already narrated the Rishis pronmmcud a curse that
Stmba should bring forth o iron. clab which should destroy the whole rece of*
Yadu,  Subsequently Stmba is said fo have voided an iron bar, which Krishna
ordered to e pulverized to atoms in order to prevent the fulfilment of the cursc.
The atoms, however, were scatterad on the sonds of the se a—shuro, and from them
a number of iron reeds grew up as sharp as gwords. Accordingly, when the
Chieftaing quarrclled ot the foast, they are said to have killed each other with
these ivon veeds; and in this manner the curse of the Rishis is said to have been

1 fulfilled.

A



" terpolafmns of the Brahma,nmal com pllt,rs mtendecl am'tz'?w'm;-"\_.
'~ to ¢onnect Arjuna with this extraordmary catastro- | Past i

phe. The statement that the sea roge to a great Natweor e s
inundation

height, and overwhelmed the whole city, is not with- ;;g;gg‘gpim i
out a parallol in modern times; and indeed the P& o o
'tbrnble disasters which accompanied the eyclones of

(1864 at Caleutta and Mabuhpata,m will never be for-

gotten by the present generation in India.’

' The narrative of the exile and death of the Pén- Sr% The ol i
ealthof! t.:lmgE WA

. dava,s 15 evidently mythical, but calls for no rt,mark Faniari
._and may be permitted to tell its own story :— |

After this Azj]unﬁ, returned towards Ha%mupm and on Aruns sdvised |
by Vyasato |

his way he meb with Vydsa the sage; and Vydsa told him w mﬁlﬂﬂenn-' i
 that his prosperity was now at an end, and that his strength oerns.
had gone from him, and he would no more be abla o string
his bow ; and that his worldly reign was over, and he must
now think only of the salvation of his soul. When Arjuna
reachod Hastindpur he told Raja Yudhishthira and- his
brethren all that had occurred, and of the advice which
had been given to him by Vydsa; and they were rauch
'grieve'd at the tidings brought by Arjuna, and determined
one and all to follow the counsel which had been given by
the sage.
1 Now after the ficath of Abhimanyu, son of Arjuna, his Yudhishtbiva

giveathe Wajof

'WIdow Uttard gave birth to a son named Parikshit ; and § Haiitgnif:)jim ;»l (ki
Pariks bihy L V

Rn.}u, .Yudhxshbhlm, being ' resolved on retiring from the o Baj of iy 8
world, gave the Raj of Hastindpur to Parfkshit, the son' of ‘fuu.;fﬁﬁ:i B
A_bhlmanyu and the Raj of Indra-prastha to Yuyubsu, tho
ouly surviving son of Mahdraja Dritardshtra ; and Yudhish-

_thira parficularly enjoined them to live in friendship and

i By those who were vesiding in Cileutés, near the banks of the river, in 1864,
the memory of the great eyclong of the 6th October will ever be remembered. A
night of wind and rain was followed by o tempest which increased in fury antil it
blew a' tremendous hirricane, which substantial baildings alone could withstand.
In the midst of this tumult of the clements, the river suddenly srose and overw
flowed its banks to an extent which proved that had Calcutta been situated, like
Diwhraka, near the sea-goast, the whole city must have been overwhelmed,



_ tsmv rm pﬁsrfect» armty w:th @&Gh atheru Yu&hmhbhra, then toolc cxf'f_-l
lﬁﬁlﬁl his earrings and necklace, end all the jewels from Lis fingers

4_4....-...«._....._

wheve i | and arms, ond all his royal raiment; and he and his
et brethren, and their wife Draupax]] clothed themselves after
Wbbm’gfmes‘ the manner of devotees, in vestments made of the back of

trees. And the five brethven threw the fire of thmr &om

' mastie sacrifices and cookery into the Ga.uges, and went

forth from the city following each other.  First walked
Yudhishthiva, thon Bhima, then Arjuna, then Nakula, then
‘Sahadeva, then Draupadi, and then a dog. And they"“’enh
through the country of Banga towards the rising of the gun;
: and after passing through many lands they veached the
i on the . Himdlaya mountuin, and there they died oune after the otlmr
mbuut{gx?ﬂ . and were transported to the heaven of Indra, ; -

L 'Thé foregoing narrative of the closing scenes in
E:Eﬁ‘?’i;‘}"iﬂ tose the history of the Pdndavas is overlaid in the Mahd
ST Bhdrata with many puerile details of a Brahmanical
© character from wlm,h nothing of value can be in-
ferred, They involve some ewgcemtod moral pre-
cepts and & fanciful description of a helly and as

Mgt |
dualls,

. these can only serye to illustrate the later rt"hg'lous i

conceptions of the Hindis th(,y may  be reserved for- |
 future discusgion. |
Here, then, ends the great national poem of the
Mahé Bhérata, the treasury of Hindd history and
fable, invested by modern interpreters with a deep
religious meaning, and converted, as it were, into o
testament for enforcing the worship of Krishna as
the inearnation of Vishnu. Bat the light in which
this matchless Epic is regarded by the modern
Hindds may perhaps be best illustrated by the fol-
lowing paragraph which concludes the poem; and
which, however absurd it may be to the Huropean,
18 unquestionably the living faith of the millions




i '.Wh() --d.well in ithe Indmn pe«mnsula _undu Brﬂnsh
T 16 readmg of tl’m Mabd Bhirata des,broys “11]' gin, and
proﬂuces virtue ; 8o much so, that the pronnnciation of a
single sloka is sufficient to wipe away all guilt, Thig Maht "
: 'Bhﬁra’na containg the history of the gods of the Rishis in
',helwen and those on earth, of the Gandharvas and the Rék-

HI STORY Olﬁ
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i b s

Modern Hinda | ' f- e

beligl in tha
virtues of tho' )
Malii Bharata, |

ﬁhaba.a Tt also containg the life and actions of the one God

I | 'holy, Ammutable, and true, who is Krishna; who is, the
oLl Breator and the ruler of thiz unmiverse; who i seekmg the

S welfare of ]:us oreation by means of his incomparable and
i 'mdestrucmble power ; whose actions are celebrated by all

. the sages; who has bound human bemgs in a chain, of
which one end is life and the other death ; on whom the

' Rishis meditate, and a knowledge of whom imparts unal-

layed happiness to their hearts; and for whose grafification

. and favonr all the daily devotions are performed by all
i Wmcjhlppars If a man reads the Mahd Bhirata, and. has

| faith in afs doctrines, he hecomes free from all sin, and
-.-__,'_‘ascends to heaven after his death. If a man reads even

! the summary in the opening chapter of the Mahd Bhirata

| every morning and evening, he is absolved from all the sins
.'."_.thad:. he commits during the day. Ag butter is to all other

| food; as Brihmams are fo all other men ; as the Aruniksa

(i _' 'Lhapﬁer, which points out the way of salvation, is to all the

 four Vedas; as amrita is to all other medicines ; as the
ocean is t0 a pool of water; and as the cow is to all other
'qu&drﬂpeds',——ﬁso is the Mah# Bhérata to all other histories.
_ He who ,on days of festival merely reads a small portion of
© the Mahd Bhﬁram, obtmns the same advantages as is de-

. rived from raa.dmtr the whole. He who attentively listens
., to the slokas of the Mah4 Bhdrvata, and has faith in them,
. enjoys a long life and solid roputatlou in this world, and an

 eternal abode in the leavens in the next.
It 18 called Mahd Bhirate, because once upon a time the
'gods placeél the Mabd Bhérata on one scale, and the Vedas

~on the ol:hel s and because the Mahd Bhfrata Welghed '

Reimnu for ii‘-u
being called the'
Muh Bhﬁ.mtn‘







PART 11I

| EPISODES IN THE MAHA BHARATA,

CHAPTER I..

LEGENDS OF KRISHNA.

Tm BplSOdGB in the Mah#d Bhdrata ave very st

i numeroub, and, indeed, form the bulk of the poem,
but very few appear to possess any real historical
value.  They chiefly consist of mythical fables in. i
tended to exali the pretensions of the Brdhmans, or
to enforce the rules of Bréhmanism, or caste.  Ac-
.cordmgly they generally refer to miracles performed
by certain Brahmanieal sages; to the rigour of their
austerities; to their occasional adventures with ce-
lestial nyn‘iphs or other women, which led to the
 birth of heroes or heroines who were famous in tradi-
tion; to the mastery of the passions, which enabled
certain ascotics to resist the most powerful female
allurements; or, at the best, they are extravagant
stories of the devotion of a wife or the obedience of
_ason orapupil, Accordingly, by far the greaterpor- |

i b

Gmeml el



”‘;-_'Imsmm o tlon are uttmly devmd ﬁf hzstqucnl mgmﬁcame, and
e may be passed over as unmeaning myths, belonging
(e it e age long poﬂtemor to the Vedlo period, and
| MR acked on to the main tradition of the Mah4 Bha-
rata for the purpose of 1mhumg the masses with
_,I"ng;gvfggﬂgﬁof Brahmanical ideas. There is, however, one group
| B ¢ of legends, namely, those which refer to the life of
| Krishna, which cannot be passed over in silence.
Many, as will already have been seen, are inter-
woven with the story of the great war; but in ad-
dition to those already indicated, there are a series
relating to the birth and adventures of Irishna be-
fore his pretended connection with the Péndavas,
‘gm st which are of twofold significance ; first, as authentic,
il ,_““‘“""”’“’"“" traditions of the tribe of cowherds, known as Ydda-
. vas, who succeeded in establishing a Raj in the
W peninsalaof Gruzerat ; and, secondly, as religious
myths intended to represent Krishna, the hero of
_ the Yddavas, as an incarnation of the Su_prome'
| musmaier | Being known as Vishnu, In addition to these
iﬁ‘;ﬁ‘,’,ﬁi}f&d Krishna legends there are three stories which are
e valuable both on account of their intrinsic merits,
and as belonging to three different epochs in Iindi
history. The latter, however, will be treated here-
after. For the present the attention may be con-
i fined to the life of Krishna.

" '.-_:f}!;li.,p\m.l The historical character of Krishna as g hero
B eluhna s » may be briefly indicated. He appears to have be-
0 Jonged to a tribe well known in Hindd history as
| mhovatwes.  that of the Yddavas, or descendants of Yadu, These
' Yadavas were a nomade race, who grazed cattle

and made butter, and occasionally migrated to dif-
ferent places accompanied by their cows and wag-
~gons. The time and circumstances under which




e

first entered Hindvistan are alike unkn own | Hllﬁggﬁoﬂ
he birth of Krishna they appear to have settled pacun
ithe neighbourhood of the city of Mathurd, the e e
R Al g X . { xoent in the '
madern Muttra, on the banks of the river Jum- neighboustiood
/ ﬁ. AR f of | ,athqr&._ :

 nd, and about a hundred and twenty miles to the

. south of the site of the ancient city of Hastindpur.

' Had such been their goographical position in the

tﬁme of the great war of Bharata there would haye

. been less reason to doubt the connection of Krishna

with the Pdndavas; although as cowherds they

. were regarded with great contempt by the Ksha-

triyas, and were supposed to belong to the inferior P
: ""eﬂﬁté of Vaisyas. DBut at the _ﬁime when Krishna is ggﬁiﬁ;ﬂ‘ﬁnﬁg{l the
said to have first come iuto contact with the Pén. Muthuto

~ davas, be and his tribe had already migrated to

- Dwiérakd, on the western coast of the peninsula of
 Gruzerat, which is at least seven hundred miles from

+ Hastindpur as the crow flies.  Accordingly, it seems tmprovabiityor

intimate rela.

. impossible that such relations as those said to have Hionz betweerl
' subsisted between Krishna and the Péndavas could Dyamsaad
. really have existed'; and this suspicion is confirmed ™™™
. by the mythical character of every event which
~ apparently connects the Yddava Chieftains of Dwé-

. rakd with the royal house at Hastindpur.! =

- The personal character of Krishna will be found Poponalchar.
 clearly indicated in the legends. He was originally ™ '

na )

.1 The Rajas of Vijays-nagur, who in the fifteénth century of the Christian era
 maintained a sapremacy over the whole of the country sonth of the Krishna river,
and thus possessed the ladt great Hinda empire which was established in Indlia,

elaimed to be descendants of the Yadaya tvibe; and it is a eurions fact that it was

from oo of the decayed Chivftaing of this fallen dynasty that the East India Cofn-

| pany obtained in the fivst half of the seventeenth century the grant of land on the

“eoast of Coromandel, on which stands the modern city of Madvas. The original
| grant cugraved on a gold plate appears to have besn preserved far more than a
\ 1 century ; but was finally lost in 1746, when Madras was captuved by the French
' under Labourdonnais. o)




AL

mﬁlcgvolﬁi oF & mere cowherd steahug butter and performmg;'
Pase IML ‘other similar pranks when a boy, and rendering

Acownera hitoself famous for his amours when he attained the
famons for his |
pksand  years of manhood.  About this time Krishna and
I . his companions left their encampment at a rural
village named Vrindévana, and paid a visit to the
city of Mathurd, where they appear to have con-
dugted themse}ves like boors and cowherds as they
were..  The time however appears to have been a

Takesayartin Critical one.  Kansa, the Raja of Mathurd, was a

L apepular moves

T peninst o usurper, and seems to have been unpopular with his

¥l Taja Kansa and

st the i subjects; and a tumult arose during a festival in

E@:?&&?ﬂﬁn 0 which he was slaip by Krishna. Henceforth Krishna

bl the isin of is represented as a hero, and efforts were made to
ennoble his birth by representing him to have been
in reality the son of a chieftain of the tribe.  Ilow
 far these efforts were mythical may be gathered from
the legends themselyes.

[ Retous | The religious character of Krmhna wﬂl be dis-
characier of
Kirishnn. cussed hereafter. It will be sufficient to remark

. Imwied opposi- that he appears to have been opposed alike to the

i fmu of Krishna it i i v »
nanam "  worship of Siva and the worship of Indra. The first

and Iridra.
| . opposition appears natural enough, for as Krishna
was represented as an incarnation of Vishnu, he was

of course opposed to the god Siva; the worshippers

of Vishnu and those of Siva being in strong anta-
gonism for many centuries. But the opposition to
Indra iy remarkable, because Krishna induced the
Yddavas to worship the mountain Govarddhana in
the place of Indra; an incident which would imply
a conflict between a low Fetische worship and the
Connection of wor»shlp of the Vedic deities. It will however be seen
| ,'¥.§'§ﬁf‘c‘;’1’; ‘2‘;‘(}‘2 hereafter that Keishna was associated not only with

Rb.t i - e - ) - ; = 1
G Fetichism, but also with Buddhism ; a circumstance



&m‘a, and his son Vasudeva.

.. ture yolume. It will be sufficient to remark in the present place that the religious
" wars befiwoen the Buddhists and the Linga worshippers of the Dekhan is ome of
the most important events in Hinda history.

.mﬂd a.cwunt for 111s ol)posxtwn hoth ta the mq%ﬁ or i

ip of the Vedic deities, and to that of thF‘ nga Pame 1L

: _Whmh 18 emblematical of the god Siva. ?

" The principal legends connected with the early Seven lopends

corinected with
the early life of

j l}ie of Krishna appear to be seven in number, viz.— {5l

* 1sb, Birth of Krishua.
2nd Infancy and boyhood of Krishna.
‘Srd, KI‘lShIIELS opposition to the WOI‘Shlp of

i Indm.

| 4th, Love adventures of Krishna.

\ bth, Krishna's adventures in Mathurd.

Bth, Krishna’s contest with Raja Kansa.

| Tth, Krishna’s life at Dwaraké in Guzerat.

' .._,'?"-These legends of Krishna may be related in their

'I-order as follo’wq o3

| 1 Birth of Krishna.
In &ays of old the children of Yadu dwelt on both sides Yadwa trive

dwelling at

of the river Jumnd, that is, in the village of Vrindivana on DA kit

| the western bank of the river, and in the country of Gokula

on the opposite shore, ' And the Glnets of that tribe were Srira aud Vst

In those days Raja Kansa ruled the BhOJ&S who dweltin Usrasena, Raja

) i'he mty of Mathurd which is nigh unto Vrinddvana.! And denosed by his

son JEanss,

Raja Kansa was a wicked Raja. He had deposed his father persectition of

tha worshippers

-Ugrasana aud relgnad in his stead for Kansa worshipped of Vishnu by the

worshippers of
Siva,

% The !:i:storical and religious aspect of this queation will be discussed in a fu- |

9 The legends in conunection with the life of Krishna are to be found in the

] Khﬂa-Hmvmmu-I‘urm, which is compm-af ively & modern supplement to the Mahs

Bharata, They ere also to be found in the Bhagavat-purina, and its Hinda
| paraphiraso, the Prem Sagur. The narrative in the text has been drawn up from
. Mr Eastwicl’s translation of the Prem Ségur, compared with the abridgment in

tha ﬁfth book of the Vishnu-purina, p. 491, Wilson's transiation.
4 The Bhojas are said to have been a bl angh of the Y{Ldfu as, but the nﬂ ation~
shlp is vory ohseuve.
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Swa, and Ugmse:, a’._' worshipped V"whnu smd Ugmae‘na
would not ‘pray to the god Swa. when I:us son B"funaa.

- requested him, -
Now Devaka, who was the» brother of Ugmsena, lmd a

i é&ughtar named Devakd, And Devaka saidl o his nephew

Kanss :—“0 Raja, unto ‘whom shall 1 give my daughter
Devaki inmarviage? ? And Kansa veplied ——* Giveher in

‘marriage to Vagudova, the son of Bura; Chiof of 'the Yida-
vas.” 8o the marringe was agreed u]mn, and when the day

| bad arvived for the utptial ceremony, Sura, and his son

Vaqndwar, and all ' their kimsmen and fi ends, pmceeded

. from the village of Vrinddvana to the eity of Mathurd, and

Ksumthrmtom

L fostay Devakd |
o her wet!dmg
_ flny i

i Vn.sudam i
; % b0 deliver
| up h{s children

'ﬁ:‘m‘ tw !

! Tirth of Bala
e {-eum.t\utrho 18

| Yought up in
i Giokuly as the
| son of Rohing, '

_ .'-;JUmmpt.:m of

o Krishna.

| Kansa’s efforts
| o secuve the

fufaut, |

the marriage rites of Vasudeva and Devaki wore performed
according to the ordinance,
When the marriage coremony was over, the brldpgroom
and the bride ascended a chariot, and Raja Kansa drove the
chariot with his own hand in the marr lago procossion. | At
that moment there came a voice {rom heayen, saying -4 0
Kansa, the son of Devaki will be your destroyer.”?  Then
Kansa was in a great foar, and seized Dovak{ by her ‘hair
and dragged hoer from the chariot, snd dvew his sword o
slay her. And Vasudeva trembled greatly, and benoughb
Kansa to spare his hand ; and he said to Kansa = No somn
of miine shall ever do you tort; fov I will deliver into youse
hands ‘every infant that is born of Devaki?” 8o Kanss
listeried fo the words of Vasudeva and spared thu life of
Devaki. |

After many days Devak{ eoncowad and bore & son who
wag named Balarima, but tho babe was carried away to. fhe
conntry of Goknla, which is on the other side of the river

‘Jumnd, and brought up as the child of Rohinf, who was an-

other wife of Vasudeva. And Devaks conceived again, and
Kansa hoard of it; and he bound Vasudeva and, Devak{ with

gyves and mzmac’les, and he fastened the doors of their

dwolling with locks and bars ; and he orderad his mughtiest
warriors to keep constant guard round about the place, with
clephants, lions, and dogs. And on a certain night the c]_:uld



s anmns er mmﬂm.

_ a.;.wna “born, fm& nli tlw ms.rka of thnu WOre feen HISTORY OF

him 3 ‘and immediately after his birth the gyves and Pﬂf 11’}'!"';

.'manaeles fall from the hands of Vasudeva and Devaki, and a—ﬁ—hm

"-tha doors opened of their own accord, and the guards were na.

all thmwn into o deep slumber. So Vasudevae placed the Vaaudevn- iy

vies the habs

. weross the
b&he in & basket which was used for winnowing corn, and il

| get it apon his head, and went to cross the river Jumnd to ‘];I“*“"
irnculons,
\earry the babe to the counfry of Gokula, Now when Vagt- lovering of the
dova entered the river, the waters of the Jumnd were very
_ de;ap, and rose up to his nostrils go that he was sore afraid ;
and. the child Krishna stretched forth his foot: and the watels |
Were sta.ycd and became shallow and fordable. At the same mue sreat suaka
: blme the rain began to fall; bub the many-headed serpent, tsfi:]liajxlg o
_"iesha.-narcra, followed Vasudeva, and spread out his hoods so e '
" a8 to cover the divine babe. So Vasudeva crossed the river
"'“"mth the child, and carried it to the house of Nanda, who
~ was a cowherd ; and behold on that night Yasodd, who was
) ;‘bhe wife of Nanda, had given birth to a daughter. And Krishna

changed for the
_ 'Vasu&eva changed the infants, and Yasodd and Nanda Jknew infas daughtcs

it m)tr' "and. Knshna was brought up in the house of Nanda, {&;\f’?‘?wm
a8 }:ua own son ; whilst Vasudeva returned across the river,
~and gave the mf'&nt daughter of Yasodd to his wife Devaki.
: J‘Lb that moment the doors became locked as before, and
! Vasudeva and Devaki put on the gyves and manacles; and
the mfa.ni; eried alond and awoke all the guards. And h T8 Kunen setbes the .
hea.rd that the child was born, and he rushed on the spot supposeY ot
:aud seized the babe to slay it ; but the infant escaped from ?ﬁ;ﬁ?;‘m
‘his lmnds, and ascended to heaven, crying :—¢ O Kansa, thy sty
 foe has alrea,dy heen born, and now thou canst not escape
alive.” MThen Kansa was filled with wrath, and ordered that

! a,ll the worsluppﬂrs of Vishnu, younrr and old, should be Saughter of the

worshippers of

.-ala.m and he commanded his warriors to make search for vishnu aua the |

ma.le child: ik

“all young children thronghout that co unh'y, and to slay every
ma,le child that possessed strength and vigour, And Nanda Nands smanm

cowherd p

and the cowherds at Gokula heard that Kansa was glaying ii(nnl;}utut-ulllda. '_ :

the infants, and they were in great fear; and they loaded
‘their carts with milk, butter, and curds, and they took with



I}amrmﬂ neut b
| Kansa bo slay
n_ﬁlum-

Infmcy of
 JCrishin snd
Bg.la.rﬁma.

| Citildish gam
Cbolyof Krishna

| 8id Balartma.

Yasodh about to

whip Krishng,

| when ghe sees
the throe worlds

‘. in his month.

Uhm-mug duy'
~in fhe house of
Nandn an
Nasodd.

bute tn Raga Kﬁmlqa,” b A Al
. After this Kansa sent many wwkef{ demons in va,rmus
fﬂrma to |slay the infant Kiishna, [The firet assamed the

: shapea of & beantiful woman with a poisoned nipple; and
when she offered ber breag b o Krishna he seized 1t an&
sucked awny her life.  Next a demon gof into a cart whils

Kirishna was sleeping beneath it but the infant kicked
against the cart, and broke it mto a thonsand pieces, and
this slew the demon. A third came in the form of a whirl-
wind, but Knshna dashed him agamst & stone. and he fell
:lown dead.

2. Infoncy and 6oa/kood of Kmima. i

Whexn Krishna and his elder brother Balardma bvgam to
grow, they regmcc,d the hearts of their mothers, Yasodé and
Rohinf, And they were dressed in frocks of biue and yﬁllow,

and their hair was trimmed like the wmgb of & crow ;° and

wooden ornaments were hung from their necks, an& ‘they
had phvthmgs in their hands. After a while they bega,n to
erawl about tho conrtyard upon their knees, and to stumble
and fall, and prattle lispingly. And their mothers Yasodd
and Rohin{ followed close behind them lest they cthould. be
frightened and fall down; and sometimos when thoy fell
they took hold of the tails of the calves and heifors and
pulled themselves np again.

One day Yesodd was very angry with Krishna, bccauﬂca
he would eat dirt, and she took a stick to beat him ; but
when she came to him he opened his mouth, and she lookpd
in and saw the three worlds ; and she marvelled grea,tly for
a while, and then remembered it no move. -

0119 mommf,r after this, Yasodf and all the cowhcruessm

5 The account of Raja Kansa is supposed by many to have been ban'awed from
the Gospel account of King Herod. Whether this be the case or not, it is certain
that most of the details are mythical, and inserted for the purpose of unnablmg the
birth of Krishua.

¢ This simile implies that the top of the head was shaved, whﬂst the black
v was left on each side of the head, Many Hindd children nxo shayed in this
manmer, thongh some have t]m whole hewﬂ shavcd sides und all.




_,‘Lmhum, or 'KRISHNA.

| arose ry. early to chmn and they swepb and demwed the Hxsmm w- M
. honse, and plastered it m‘rh frosh cow-dung, and each took | pew i
 her wu ehurn and sat down to make butter.  Meantime T T

| 'the noise awnkened Krishna, and he began crying for his food, !
! ‘but no one heeded him. Then the lad was filled with wrath, Eﬁg}:ﬂ"’:{gﬂb
| and took the staff out of his mother’s churn, and began to sibip £l

‘kick and cry; and Yasodd took him on her lap, and coaxed
~ him, and gave him some milk and bread and butter. Whilst

 Rrishna, Wwas eating, a cowherdess ran in and eried oub

_ that the millk was boiling over; and Yasodd set the lad

' down upon the ground, snd ran off to saye the milk. Mean- }E’:ﬁlﬂﬂa\ﬂm st e
while Kvishna broke the vessels of curds and butter-milk, mothers churos
_‘&Hd began to eat the butter, and give it to the other boys |

) were there. When Yasodd returned she was very F‘““‘"W““"’"

wroth, a.nd tied Krishna to the churn, but he ran away with
it until it was caught between two trees ; and he tore down
| the two trees, and when the people eame up to see what he
: ',,.ha.cil done, they found him lan ghing between the trees and
sxtrtmg upon the churn, _ ¢
. After this the Yddavas moved away from Gokula, an S Xiaach
set Oﬁ" with their waggons and cattle for the village of % Vrindsvaia.
g Vrmdavana 3 and here Krishna and Balardma lived like two '
. cow-boys along with the cows and cowherds. And when
. Krighna was a lad he began to play his pranks ; and he went
 out tmd stole the butter and curds which the cowhordesses Xelatio somty
 had made; and when they told his mother, he said Ehat)
_ they did not tell the trath ; and the women gazed npon his
_ face and smiled, and went their way. And demons came to a‘f}:},’:};{;"“i’
. slay Krishne, and one came in the shape of a cow, and
':-.__'a,nothr,r m the sha,pe of a crane, and another as a great ser-
; ;7-.-._’pent bt he fought and killed them all.? fide
. Aud it came to pass that the Raja of the Rain saw thaL the g’grﬁ’;‘:‘ﬂ‘h;_ A
; Hvb Season was parchmu up the country of Vrindévana; {-‘f&“ﬁé&ﬂ“’
and he tock compassion upon the beasts and birds and liv- (T
'-'i"g_-'crea.tures, and assembled all his warlike clouds from

J 1 Keishna's {riumph over the great sorpent Kaliyn was at one time sapposed

1o he botrowed from the triuraph of Christ over Satan, There appears however
to be no allusion whatever to the bruising of the Serpent’s head in the sense in
whieli it 14 understood by Christian commentators.

LSRR By ol 30



:}Eaaﬂson. : Then t;he clouds '-ﬁhundemd like ketﬂedrmns, amd
< How | thmugh the air like mighty heroos 3 whilst the light-
. ning flashed like the glittering of swords and spoears 3 and
|| the hmg rows of oranes flubbered their white wings like the
waving of many ba.nners, and the frogs and poawcks raised
their voices like bards cha.un‘r..ng the praises of great R%Jaﬁ.
[ and ekl hetwy drops. of rain foll lile a shower of arrows,
ﬁgh& ;m;m ' Now when the Hot Season saw his enemy admncmg in such
_ gaﬂanﬁ array, he fled with all haste from the thirsty pla.ms.
And the Rain refreshed Lhe Edrth, as a husband refreshes
- his spouse after a geparation of many days ; and the Barth
epened her bosom to her lord, and brought forth fruits and
| flowers to pay obeisance to their father.  And tlm eountry
R Vrmdé,va,na a.ppeared like a beantiful woman adorned
. with all her Juwels _and the lakes and rivers were filled with
wa.ter and the trees waved fhon- branches to and f’ro, whilst
| the ouckcsoa, and the pigeons, and the parroty pmlred forth
| their j joyous strrams. And all the cawherds and cowherdessoy
of Vrinddvana gave themselves up o mirth and play ; 5 and
they put on red and yellow ga.rments, and began to swing in
swings, and to sing with loud voices their hymns of welwma
: to the Rains. - ; i
4 Kﬂa‘hﬂa At this time Krishna and his comp:mmns went out to i;he_:'
&uﬁ';fag. E’TQ pastures with the cows, and sported about in the jungle:
 Gontnsion ot the And. Krishna played npon his flube, and all the young dam-
Vﬁnﬁvma. . sels of Vrinddvans heard him, and said one to the other i~
i 4 Krishna is now playing and dancing amongst the cows,
- bub at evening time he will retuwrn hither and we shall be-
vishna hidos kaold him.” And one day the damsels went down to the

Khe elothes of ! - M L j
nedamsels . piver Jumnd to bathe ; and Krishna saw them, and carvied

j.ho are bithing

eduand. away their clothes, and climbed up a tree ; and he made each
~ damsel come out of the water and receive her clothes at his
hands.  And Krishna said :— Take not amiss the lesson I
. have given you ; forthe god Varnna dwells in the Water, and

no one should batha in it withont elothes.””?

e ’{‘h:s 1mp119d lesson seens to be an after-thought of the autlor, to unpsu a
_mhgious a;gmﬁuance to the dubious pumi: p!a; ad Iry the. muamalwu of Nishna,
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EJW the eustom was for the people of Vrinddvana to hold W K
_gtfeat foast on the fourteenth day of the dark balf of the Xj};‘,ﬁ"ﬁ}'h}“
nonth Kirvika; and on that day they bathed, and washod S
| their clothes, and filled a square place with saffron and san-

teeal WOod and offered sweetmeats to Indrea, together with i

"af,kes, fmed i butter and oil, and incense and lamps. When' SCHbRaR G

" Krishna saw what was going on, he said to his father --fr*ﬂff;'%nﬁ?rg;

i W]Jy woml:np Indra as thu Supreme God? ' He cannob gfu’z gi&%‘ig -

: ----granﬁ prospenty, for that is acquired by our religions merits, uf{;m st
and whon he iz defeated by the Asuras, he flies away and i '
}ndes himself: O futher, wo are Vaisyas, and our esttle live

| upon the Tpastures: Lot us, therefore, coase to worshrp T

 dra, and pay ounr devotions to the mountain Govarddhena?? !

So Nauda and the cowherds oboyed the words of Krishna, The Yidavas

nd they placed the sweetmeats, and the fried cakes, and I‘Lgmt'glu&ha '

' oﬁher things they had prepared, in ]d,rge bagkets, and brazen '
chshea and pots, and carvied them in carts to the mountain
. Govarddhana, whilst o band of musicians accompanied them
and played all the way. - When they reached the place, they
E‘Wept and cloaned the ground all round the mountain, and
. sprinkled water, and arranged the eakes and swectments in
order, and SPread garlands upon the mountain. Then Nanda
an& all the cowhords summoned the family priest and prayed
(o blm mount&m. Then Krishna assumed a second form ag grishuaappests
the g,cnms of the mountain, and manifosted himself to all the i b 2&‘::111::}2?
peaplu ; and Krishna in his first form as & cowherd bowed iz nmnmn‘_- il
|| roverentially to the mountain, and all the cowherds and cow- o
hmdesaos did the same, saying »— When did Indra ever st G
nmmfe&f himself as Govarddhana has done ?” And the cow. Qﬁﬁl&;gﬁﬂé&f&s'-’ |
herrls and cowherdessos ‘presented the cakes and sweetmeats bdbiitoni
it ;tlw monntain ; and Krishna in the form of the geniug of

’ 'ﬁhé mountain siretched forth his arms and began to eat the

foad Then Krishna in his own form, and all the peopla
who wore there, walked in adoration round the mountairn,
&nd returned merrily to Vreinddvana. And all the cowher ds Sports of the

and wwhvrdesses rejoiced greatly, and they puinted marks on idsitiagh o

-



RY oﬂ nlI the cows and. c&Ives, and ﬂ;.steneél sma]l bells and bmklm
ornaments ronnd their necks, and engo,ged in overy k:md of
ﬁ_' === gport and ptmstune '
i When, however, Tndra saw that the Yﬁdams ha,fi forsaLen
dq‘ff,? rg;;ﬁ“““ Ius ‘worship and made their offerings to the mountain, he was
iyt "h“_ very wroth, and commanded the Raja of the clonds to go
Ty ~with all his host, and pour down such a deluge a3 should
wash away the mountain and all the country of V Ivinddvana.
o the Raja of the elonds obeyed the commands of Indra,
and all the people of Vrinddvana came to Krighna trembling
i) wath fear; but Krishna eried out ¢ Fear not ! The moun-
Kﬂs’mnaraﬁdurs tain himself shall protect you.”” Then Krishna by hisdivine
U Ehe monntain
eyt and | powor made the mountain fiery hot; and he raiged it up with
Bl the little finger of his left hand, so that it covered all the
people like an nmbrella, And it was told to Indra that all
 the rains poured down by the Raja of the clonds fell upon the
mountain with a hiss ; and he went himgelf and rained with-
out oeasmg for seven days and nights, but not a drop fell
upon the people of Vrindivana, = So Indra returned to his
abode in Swarga, and Krishna set down the mountain in its
" proper place as it had been before; after which Indra and
B worships all the gods came to Krishna and did homage before hxm as

i s he
I&:;mf%d the Gud of gods and Lord of all,

4, Love Adventures of Krishna,

ﬁighm dages | ' After this, on the night of the full moon in the month
R Kértika, Krishna went out into the jungle and played upou
gﬂﬁl;ﬁﬁflof tho the flute; and all the women of Vrindivana heard the sweeb
I notes of the flute, and were filled with love for Krishna, and
followed him into the jungle, = And Krishna led the women
to the bank of the Jumud, and they all danced and sang
A e round him in & ring, until he appeared like the moon sur-
mvamrs with vounded by a civele of stars, Presently Krishna disappearcd
: éﬂﬁ‘ﬂ?“&. " from amongst them, for ho had a beautiful mishress named
‘Radhika; and he went away to wander with his favourite

W damsel beneath the light of the fall moon. Aund all the
Gatowor tne  Other women sorrowed greatly, and sought for Krishna in

wm"" ' all divections, but they found him not. . And presently thoy
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(#a ___a..'. z’mrror 111)011 o bed of Ieaves, anc’l one Sdld to, tho ms'mm op iR
- Other :— When Krishna sat down to wreathe the long back Pﬁ? 1‘%1. il
Hair of Rac'lhﬂua, she could not gee his face; and she held ""‘”’““““""
i e mirror and saw his divine countenance whilst he lo- Pinding of the
helfd‘the fice of his beloved.” Meantime Krishna was walk- :;:::%rﬂm'ﬂn 0,3
ing Wlth Radhika, hut her soul was elated with pride, and B
| gho thought herself better than Krishna, and she said to.
it =0 my beloved, I am weary, and I pray you to carry
'me npon your shoulders.”” = And Krishna sat down und i
-sﬁ!ﬂe&d ‘and beckoned her to mount ; but when she stretehed & r&iﬁ“}'{'&fb‘ﬁﬁ' .:-
"-folbh hLi‘ hand, he vanished from her sight, and she ro- sl
ma,med alone with outstretched hand. And Radhika WEDH (ithe women find
.'-:'-Wry bittorly, and the other women gaw her, and approached S ponit vl
her,_._ and lod ber back to the bank of the Jumud. o
thlst the women were sitting by the river, mourning E&l;n‘-: :::m: b
‘the | a,baence of their beloved Krishna, he suddenly appe&rod i
. amongst them, and their sorrow was turned into great joy.
i AI;&_--.Kriahua, wultiplied himself into many forms, so that Muitiplies hime

self inth as

each cowherdess thought that she had Krishna to herself; “'*"" S

2 ag thers aie
the women joined hands two and two, and between each tomen.

. kw0 was o Krishna; and the Krishnas and the damsels et
i -(lmméa together in the circular dance, until their necklaces

,_nf Jjewels were snapped asunder, and their wreaths of fowers

| had fallen to the ground, and the dvops of perspivation
"":__'.ghstenad on their brows like rows of pearls, and their raven

tresses hung down upon their fair faces like young snakes

bl ﬁhngmg for nectar to the full moon. And the Krishnas and gporting b e
‘the cowherdesses gratified every desire of their hearts; and ™ "™
they all went down into the rviver Jumnd, and sported and
ambolled i the waters; and the moon, surrounded by the
ws, was fageinated wrth the sight, and sent down nectar
ﬁs bemans.

{

5 IL? asﬁ'na: 8 Adz!em‘aares in Mamzrﬂd

N ow it 80 happened that Raja Kansa performed 8 gveab mujs kans ) 1., j

! f
am*mﬁoe to the god Siva in the city of Mathurd, and many ti?'{‘{i’;m;‘;;"

ﬁghbmcv men and wrestlers went to the city to exhibit their ﬁ:ﬁ;ﬁ?or

skl haforo the Raja. And Krishna and his brother




16 went to -Mathm’é. wﬂsh the other cawher&s ﬂmﬂ all
g the. wﬂmen of Vyindvana sorrowod at the ‘deparburo of
Mﬂ Krishna, Now when they entered the city their clothes
'tlﬂrw goto were very old and dirty, and they saw the washerman of
Bathark, | the Raja laden with bundles of washed clothes; and they
..sh mﬁﬁ‘: prayed the washerman to lend them new clothes, but the
man would not. Then Krishna and the other cowherds foll
upon the washerman and belabonred him, and Krishna
: struck him o that his head flew off like an ear of corn.
Kt p'{?tig;nu So Krishna and his companions seized the garments that
o el the washerman had washed, and began to put them on;
. but they were rude cowherds, and understood not the
. raiment, and some thrust their arms into the drawers whilst
others drew the jackets on to their legs, And Krishna
 langhed as he beheld his companions, but presently u tailor
came up, and Krishna requested him to dress bhe cowherds;
0 and the tailor obeyed the request, aud set to work with all
foristi s Spoed and fitted the clothes upon the cowherds, zmd Kmshua.
-Qg’ﬁw‘ﬂ’;‘,f‘m‘;‘ * rowarded Lim by forgiving him all his sins, P
KRMm%amt After this a woman who was hompbacked a.ppeareﬂ. he-
A fore Krishna, and her name was Kubja. And she said:— 1
S am the handmaid of Raja Kansa, and my duty is to anoiut.
him with saffron and sandal ; and I pray you to permit me:
to do the same for you.” So Krishna gave her leave, and
she did so. Then Krishna took compassion npon the hnmp-
and  backed woman, and he placed his foet upon her feet, and his
two fingers beneath her chin, and raised her up, so that she
. became quite straight, and by the touch of Krishna she was
rendered young and beautiful. And Kubja seeing that she
wag now very beautiful, prayed Krishna to come to her
‘house; and Krishna ook her by the hand and said :—¢ 1.
. will come and meet you when I have slain Raja Kansa.”’
| Bo Kubja went to her own house, and filled a square place
with saffron and sandal, and rejoiced greatly in the hope of

receiving Krighna

| % The. grounds upon which Krishna seems to have fcrg:ven the sins of the
tailor seem to form a travesiio of Christiaxity,
(10 The similarity lmtween this story and two events recorded in the Gaspel nar



plm'erl the gmat bow of bma, whlch was oy Irmg oy thre Knm {
Al e warders of tho gate, secing the cowhords approaching,

e .cmed outb to them to keep their distance, for that this was a

. royal gate, and no mancould gothrough it excepting the Raja.

' Buy Krighna and those who were thh him pretended not to
hear the warders, and went straight to the place where the
Bow of Siva was lying. And Krighna took up the bow and
broke it as an elephant breaks a sugar cane; and the air

wag filled with the mighty gound of the breaking of the bows ' :
Then the warders rushed upon the cowherds, bub Krishna g, .ﬂm 2
withstood them with great power and slew them all. | And g imtg bk
the people who looked on said one to the other :— Surely '
| these two men will slay Raja Kansa.” - Meantime the Baju PRSI
| himself hoardl the mighty sound, and demanded of his serv- o5 e
auts the reason thereof; and they uncovered their heads i
| and sadd < Two men of the Yédava tribe, named Krishna
. Jia‘m‘éma, have entered the city of Mathurd and made &

|| great uproar, for they have biroken the mighty bow of Siva,

and glain all the worders” At these words Kansa sum-

' 'moned many fighting men, and ordered them to go and

. pubthe two cowherds to death ; but Krishoa and Balaréma Icr]:qmn ang? |
‘foll upon the fighting men and slew thowm as they had slﬂﬁfgﬁﬁ?um X
8N NE e

alne&dy slain the wa,rdors. Then the two brothers returnod i

 to the place where the Yddavas had pitehed their tents; and
Krishna showed to his father Nanda the clothes that he had

palm trees, and so heavy that no man conld Tift it And the bow of Siva.

 talken from the washerman of Raja Kansn, And Nanda Rebah bt i1

sm& -0 Kmshn&, will you never, cease your pranka @ N

ratlu, is too striking to be passed over without notice. The he almg o[‘ the wWoman
swho had beetl bowed down for eighteen years, and who was made straight by
Chiist on the Sabbath day, and the ineident of the woman who broke an alabaster
hox of spikenard, and poured it npon hig head, seem to have been thrown together
in the legend of Kuh]a (Comp. Tuke xitis 2; and Mark xiv. 3.) The cdmpllu-s
oft f.he lite of Krishna appear however o haw been compeltled to garble the inei-
dents in order to bring them into conformity with the amorous chardcter of the
Yadava hero, It ig subsequently relatod with some grossness of detail, which has
benn omitted from tho present text, that Krishua ultimatoly visited Kubja and gra-
tified all her desires.




e.,-;rim'mm' oF Remember that thls is not the forest of C‘rokula,, or | the
o vﬂla.ge of Vrinddvana, but the city of Raja Kansa ; therefore

o PARe. III.

keep Y counael in mind, and work not any mischief here.”

6 Iimskna s contest with Kansa, Baja of Muthurd.

L o gt Now on that night Raja Kansa was fllod with a.ngmuh
J and he had no rest whether he rose up or whether he sub
down, but he told no man of his deep anxiety. After a
_ while he lay down upon his bed, but for the space of three
VAR S watches he could not sleep.  Then he fell into a short
| Ransa, slumber, and he saw in a dream the phantom of his own
body moving about without a head ; and the phantom ap-

pem'c:d to be bathing naked in the sand ; and it swallowed

powun and rode a]ong upon an ass ; and it dwelt with goblins

in a cemétery, wearing a garland of blood-red flowers; and

Haming trees were all around it with young children sitting

Yutisn orders thereon,  And Kansa rose up from his bed in great termor,

Chis Ministers to R 2 B i
_pre’mreanu and sent for all his ministers and said :— Let the great

Shibitonof | arena be swept and sprinkled with water, and sawmon
Vb thither all the Chieftains and people of the Yédavas, and all
the Rajas who have come from afar, and after a while 1
myself will go into the arena,” Then the ministers cansed
the arena to be swept and sprinkled, and they threw a
X canopy over i, and spread it with silken cloths, and they
hung it with flags and garlands and strings of flowers, and
ordered the musicians to play alond and summon all men
Asseubly o the b0 the arena. And a vast multitude came and took the
ﬁe‘g}:ﬁ?d e seats which were allotted them ; and Raja Kansa came filled
with pride; and sat himself upon a raised throne; and the

gods seated in their cars began to look down from the sky.
Krishnaand And at the dawning of the morning, Nanda and all the
apnioaoh the chief cowherds entered the assembly, and Krishna and Bala-
asjugglers.  rima and the other young cowherds followed them dis-
guised as jugglers.  When Krishna and Balarima arrived
‘at the gate of the arena, they saw the furious elephant that
* + belonged to Raja Kansa ; and that elephant had the strength

of ten thousand elephants, and stood at the gate swaying his
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| 'body to a.nd ﬁ'o | Then Ba’ia.rama calleél ot to tbe keeper Hm’t‘t\m‘ or_l-'.

~ of the elephant :—¢ Take the elophant away and give us a’ Pﬂf%

 passage to the Rayb, or L will dash him down and destroy pramD

- _'-"heth him and you.” At these words the keepor was in a Bulasawand

Krishna with ]

rage, and urged on his elephant against the cowherds; bub the great
. Balavéma gwung round his fist and buffetted the elephant so fa Kam
. that it drew up its trunk and fell backwards with aloud roax,
 And all the warriors of Raja Kansa were looking on, and the
' driver knew that he should be slain unless he conquered the
_striplings ; and he plungetl his goad into the elephant, and
drove him agamsb Balardma and his brother Krishna, Then.
. tliat elephant in its might and fury seized Krishna with its
‘trunk, and threw him upon the ground, and would have
gored him, but Krishna remained in safety between its
' tusks. Then Balardma seized the elephant by the trunk
and Krishna caught it by the tail; and they sported with
the elephant, like children sporting with a calf. Then Krisima kils
Krishna pulled the tail of the elephant, and swung him K e drive
Cyound and dashed him down, and buffetted him to death
“with his fists; and he tore away its tusks with his two hands
80 that the blood flowed forth like a viver.  And the driver
* shouted aloud in defianco, but Krishna slew him and cast
* him under the foet of the elephant; and Krishna and Bala-
| véma eatried a tusk fn each hand, and entered the arena in
A graat joy..
o Now when Keishna enter ed the assembly, the cowherds piftsrent ideas
# thoughﬁ he was their companion, and the wrestlers thought s
he was & wrestler ; but the damsels of the city thought that 2 e
o was a miracle of’mmehmss, and the Rajas thought that he
was a Raja, whilst the gods on high knew him to be their
Supreme Lord. And Kansa cried out with & loud voice :— Kansa ovders

the expulsion of

“ QO wrestlers, down with these two men zmd slay them, lﬁ;]mhrg;nd

or else force them away from my presence.”” Then the ruewrestlers
wrestlers advanced and said to the two brothers :—¢Owm BB pdal Y
Raja is sad to-day, and desives to amuse himself with our i
wrestling : Be pleased, therefore, to wrestle with us and

gratify the Raja.’”’  Krishna replied :— We are bubignorant Krishna's

3 repl
childven ; how then shall we encounter you ! Nevertheless, 4



L the wrestiers,

| '.,-zmmﬁff ov us it s the will of the Raja, wo will do as you say ; but do
 JEDIA ot exert your force and dash ns down, for we seek only to

Pany 1L

s s gratify the Raja.” Then two mighty wrestlors came out and
Bularkmn sny  confronted Krishna and ' Balarfma; and they begfm to
- wrestle, head with hoad, arm with arm, eye with eye, log
with leg, pouncing, grappling, snatching, and tagging. And
the people cried out ~—* Shame upon the wrestlers for fight-
ing such children’? And whilst they were thuy speaking
. Krishna and Balardma hurled the two wrestlers backward
and slew them upon the spot; and all the other wristlors
came up and were elaim in like manner by Krishna and
Balarfma,
" foy of tho Then all the people were filled with joy, and the musici-
peonle mul the)
gods, ang played aloud, and the gods showered down flowers from
heaven ; but Kansa cried oubt in a rage:—“ Why is the
music gounded, and why ave the people rejoicing at the vic-
Kons ontern tory of Krishnat  Seize the two young striplings, and bind
Krishna sud them, and take them ont of the assembly ; and go and bring

d
¥ e hither my father Ugrasena, and the treacherous Vasudeva

%ﬁfnﬁiﬁ?ﬁ' " 4nd his wifo Devaki: We will slay them first and then put
| Kristmavises o death the two brethren.” At these words Krishna rose
i up clothed in mail, and a helmet was upon his head, and he
held a shield in one hand and a double~edged sword in the
\ other. And Raja Ksansa stood up in great alarm, and began
' Oh ot to tremble violently. And Krishna and Kansa fought des-
| pevately, and at last Krishna seized the Raja by the hair,
and dashed him down and leaped npon him so that his life
departed from his body. And the people eried oat:—
Rejoleings of | ¢ Krighna has slain Kansa | And gods, and men, and sages
; were filled with joy. And the gods rained down flowers and
sounded the great kettledrum ; and the hearts of all the
men and women of Mathurd expanded on beholding the
countenance of Krishna, as the lotus expands on beholding
Mo Rénis per- the full moon,  And Krishna dragged the corpse of Raja
funerl vites. Kansa to the river Jumni, and the Rénis of Kansa aroge and
took courage, and went fo the banks of the Jumnd and per-

formed the obsequies of their lord. -
After this Krishna released Vasudeva and Devaki from
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_ _._.-_-:theu' bon&s, and placed the otd Baga Ugmsen& upon bhe HISTORY o:ar'-' i
throne of Mathurd ; and all the cowherds returned to Vrin- Pﬂftiaﬁ.'
ﬂﬁv&ma but Krishng and Balarfma remained in the city of g
rishna ros

‘Mathurd. And Krishna went to the house of Kubja, and leases Vasodsva | (

{ Dovalch and
gratificd all her desires, ) %&;ﬁ}g{:‘f [k
Now the two Rénfs of Raja Kansa were the danghters of throne,

Jarfsandba, Raja of Magadhd ; for when Kensa was very fﬁﬁ”‘f}dﬂﬁm, /

voung he marched an army against Jacisandba and defeated o i e
him, and Jardsandha gave him his two daughters in marriage. PR

- And ‘when Kansa was dead the two Rénis returned to the ™™™®

' house of their father, and told him how Krishna and Bala-

réma had put their husband to death; and dJardsandha was

filled ‘with wrath end prepared to do batile against the

Yidavas, And Jardsandha made war against Ugrasena,

and Krishna defeated him seventeen times. Then Yama Marchesan
nsgembled an army of barbarians to aid Jardsandha, and %’%’éﬁ};ﬂ‘;‘éﬁm .
| they had thick necks and arms, lar gu teeth, brown hair, and

red eyes.  And Jardsandha marchod with an army of thirty

- milliong of these unclean barbarians against Mathurd ; and grihoasndine
Ugrasena, and Krishna, and all the 1nhab1tmm of Mathuvd & the ety of
and Vrinddvana, migrated to the city of Dwirakd, which is i

1 the country of Guzerat nigh unto the western sea.

1. Kyishma's Life al D?-th"f:’!fi‘(i

_ Adter this Balargma took to wife Revati, who was the Mariago ot
alapimu with |

d&ughter of Raja Raivata ; and Krishna married Rukminf, Bevst.

the daughtel‘ ‘of Bhishmaka, Raja of Vidarbha. Now Kﬂ?";h,?f mﬁw
mnin

Rulkmini was betrothed to Sisupdla, but on the nuptial day the hngiitor of
she went with all her companions and maidens to worship in Vidarblis
the temple of the goddess Durgd, when Krishna saw her and

took her by the hand and ¢arried her away in his chariot.

And Rukmin, who was the brother of the damsel, and Sizu-

péila, to whom she was betrothed, followed after Krishna, but

he defeated them both, and brought away Rukmin{ fo the

ety of Dwirakd, and marrvied her according to the ordinance. Satrijit bi-

And Rukmini bore & son to Krishna, and his name was bustsspreious

rother :
Pradyumna. Prasena, who |

And there was a certain Chieftain of the Yddavas named §5n by

o



e

mstowy o Satrdjit; and he had a very precious gem ; and one day he
| pamcart.  Pubthe gem upon his neck and went into the assembly of
i - the Yddavas. And the minds of all men were captivated by
. the sight of the gem, and Krishna asked Satrijit for it, but
Satrijit went away and delivered it into the charge of his
brother Prasena. And Prasena took the jewel, and went
out into the forest to hunt, and a lion met him and slew him.
And the lion took the gem in his mouth and departed with
it, bnt was attacked and killed by Jdmbavat, the Raja of

_ the Bears; and Jimbavat kept possession of the gem.
Krishra Meanwhile Satvdjit suspected Krishna of haying slain

suspechal of 7 ;
_mﬂingtha his brother Prasena for tho sake of the gem ; and this was

- gem, and re-

eovees it from told to Krishuna, and he collected a number of Yadavas and
" went forth in search of Prasena, and followed the marks of

his horse’s hoofs until be came to the spot where he had

been killed. And all the people saw that Prasena had been

slain by a lion, and acquitted Krishna of haviug taken the

gem. But Krishna followed the footsteps of the lion, and

found that the lion had been killed by Jimbavat; and he

fonght against Jambavat and subdued him, and Jémbavat
Krishnamarries presented him with the gem, and gave him his danghter

Jhmbavai, T Y] : : N K
i Jémbavati in marriage, After this Krishna returned to

Dhyiirakd and gave the gem to Satrajit, who then knew thab
Skarie Krishna had not slain Prasena. And Satrajit gave Krishua
Batyabhima,

e b i his danghter Satyabhimd in marriage, and presented him
with the gem as dowry, but Krishna desired him to keep
the jewel.

Murder of Now before Satyabhdmd had been given to Krishna she

Sotrdjit, ¥ i
had been sought in marriage by many Yddavas; and they
were greatly enraged with Satrdjit, and one of them killed

_ Satrdjit in his sleep and obtained possession of the gem.

Krishnare:  When Krishna heard what had been done he followed the

i man and slew him with his chakra; but the man had made
over the gem to the charge of Akrira, and it remained ever
afterwards in the possession of Akrira.

Krishows love - And Krishna married many wives and took many con-

of women, and i il .
Balaama’s love cubines, and all his life he was famous for his love of women ;

of wing,
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~and his elder brother Balarfma was in iike manner ever HISTORY OF
il INDIA,

fumous for his love of wine, . : IO e

| "The foregoing legends respecting Krishna, so far Boviow of the
as they refer fo his historical character, appear to call jeds rospect-

for no particular remark.  They sufficiently illustrate |
both the low origin of Krishna as a cowherd, and

the disorder and violence which prevailed in the

Yiadava tribe. In the previous traditions which con- pigrens i

noct Krishna with the Pandavas, and which have al- i i |

! a * ! LR tradifions of i
ready been indicated in the Mahd Bhérata, Krishna el Nt
is represented in a higher and better character. His s i
i : | . Wl . Loy with tho story

amorous temiperament is but briefly noticed, and he of the sreat

stands prominently forward as an experienced war- o
 rior, witty in his conversation, ardent in his friend-

ships, and a comforter to those who are in affliction.

But in the present series Krishna is little better than

a boor, with some sense of humour and decidedly
mischievous propensities, and above all with a

strong amorous temperament.  The deification of Quistin of s

deitlention to be

such a hero as an incarnation of Vishnu forms a curi- f b

ous subject of inquiry; but the question is so closely
intertwined with the history of the Ilindi religion,
that it must be reserved for a future volume.



