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history of world endures.”  Raia YuShiahthiva replied ;... -ei All that
i'un? h. •kp,s come to  m e has been, en tire ly  b y  your iavotu*.’-* Then 

J— -----------K rishna , w ith ali th e  Rajas and  principal Ris'hia, poured: p itch ­
ers of w ater over Y udh ish th ira  and  D raupadi, and b a th ed  
them... Then all th a t rem ained  of the, m edicinal herbs th a t 
had been b ro u g h t to m ake the nom a, .was reduced  to  .powder, 
an d  a- ball of it w as given- to  each o f the  persons present to 

oMiiiyutionof e a t ; and by so do ing  Raja Y udh ish th ira  gave to  each one a 
tkeAswamedha. share  of the m erit of th a t A sw am edha Y a g a ;. an d  last of all 
poneMro. R aja Y ndh ish th ira  .partook of i t  himself. T hen  all the  m usi­

cal in s tru m en ts . s tru ck  up a  sym phony o f rejo icing  for the  
close o f th e  Y a g a ; and K an t!-w ith .a ll h e r  m aidens and de­
pen d en ts  m anifested every s ig n  of joy, and bestow ed g re a t 
quan tities of effects and goods in  g ra titu d e  to  the  god-? who 
had enabled her son to perform  so g rea t a Y aga and, had  
accepted the sacrifice. A nd ali th e  m aterials for th e  horua 
■were collected in to  one place, and  th e  B rahm ans 'u ttered  
b lessings over them , and throw  them  all a t one© into  the  fire. 

YudhishiMra's A fte r this, R aja Y u d h ish th ira  arose an d  approached 
vy&a ihVigi', Vy&sa, and s a i d T h i s  Y aga, by  your exertions and  

favour, is now b ro u g h t to  a  c lo se ; how can I  m ake suffi­
c ien t apologies to  you for y o u r trouble.? ” V’yasa replied : 
— “ O Raja, you are  my son, an d  it  is my du ty  to  sym pathize 
w ith  you in yo u r Concerns; therefore  you. have no need for 

AsrIkus estate# m ak ing  any apologies to m e / ’ T he Raja th en  assigned over 
transfers them to  Vy&sa certain  -estates well inhab ited  and  cu ltivated , w ith  
wans.'J ’ abundance of goods and  c h a tte ls ; and Vya.sa transferred  the  
Proportions of whole of them  as free g ilts to  th e  Br&bmans. Raia Y nd-ffirts to Ills . ® •
ri-iiiima.UK, hish.th.ira then gave  to  each of the  B rahm ans who had. p e r ­

fo rm ed  the  hom a, and to  each of those who had assisted 
in. th e  Yaga, a chariot, an e lephan t, ten  horses of the  first 
quality , four m annds of gold , a hundred  m ilch cows w ith  
g ilded  horns, tw o seers and a h a lf  of pearls, and  four in te l­
lig en t slaves, w ho had learn ed  the  Vedas an d  all o th e r 
sciences; and to  all the  o th er B ruhraahs, who had  been  p re ­
sen t b u t had no t tak en  a p a r t in. th e 'cerem ony , Raja Y ud- 

Vufihiai.ibira’s h ish th ira  gave h a lf  as m uch. A nd w hen th e  Raia had  
Kajiw. finished bestow ing his la rgesses upon -the. Brahm ans, lie



tu rn e d  to  fh e  Rajas,' an d  m ade apologies to e a c h ; and  he gave history of 
to  each of the g re a t R ajas a tho u san d  ho rses  of the first
uuality , and a, h u n d re d  w ar e lephan ts, and one crore o f g o ld  — .... ..........
c o m ; and to each, of the  R aja s wives he gave  ev ery th ing  gifts, 
th a t  w as necessary for a bride on her w edding  n ig h t, includ­
in g  go ld  and precious jewels an d  splendid clothes. Yud- 
h is lith ira  then gave to  each o f th e  sons, a n d  kinsm en, a n d  Double girts to. 
fr ien d s  of K rishna , twice as m uch  as he h a d  g iven  to  th e  homily.'
E a jas  ; and  he w en t respectfully  to  K rishna, an d  said :— u l 
have no th in g  w orthy  of your accep tan ce ; b u t  since th e  "Saga 
has been  com pleted under yo u r favour, I  m ake a free offer- 

: in g  o f all its  acqu ired  m erits to  you/*
Hnia Y udh ish th ira  then  said  to his b ro th e r B him a:—  Bhima fo«ts J . . . .  ........... the Brahmans.-

‘‘ T ak e  all the  B rdhm aus an d  feast them  1 ”  So B lum a 
feasted  all the  B rahm ans w ith  th e  b e st of v ic tuals and d rin k  
in  go ld en  trays an d  vessels j an d  a fte r the  feast he gave th e  
w hole o f the go lden  vessels to  th o se  B rahm ans. T he assem - 7>cpav:nr«of 
hly th en  broke up , and  all th e  Eajas re tu rn ed  to  th e ir  own 
q u a r te rs ; and  th e  n ex t day K rish n a  took leave, and set off 
for .! iw araka; and ail the o ther E a jas  took leave in  like m an ­
n e r an d  set off for th e ir  respective countries.

The foregoing description of the Aswamedha of RetW.onWy  * foregoing ae-
Raja Yudhishthira requires but little further com- 5Srfflii»fbe 
merit:. The rite of bathing calls for no remark, as it 
was and is performed at every important ceremony 
practised by the HIndtis, and indeed is especially 
enjoined us a purifying rite b y  the Bralunanieal law.
The rite, in which the Raja ploughed the land set nothin*!t-h« 
apart for the sacrifice, and the Ranf sowed specimens ^asc t̂hlnn 
of all the grains that grew in the Raj, was no doubt an ” 
ancient ceremony expressive of sovereignty, and ap­
pears to have been of Scythian or Buddhist origin.
According- to a Scythian tradition preserved by He- strythian trade 
rodotus, a golden plough fell from heaven at a remote 80ldei' 
period, and was for ever afterwards preserved by the

vol. i, 28
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history or Royal Tribe as on© of the emblems of royalty.20 ItITTDXA. ' ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ y
taws li. is also still more remarkable that a golden plough 

i)e«w5pttoulta was used by Buddhist sovereigns at the consecrationt.W Muhftw.wso ‘ . r .
fn̂ onw.se!1' °1 a monastery or temple ; and a graphic description 

has been preserved in the Mahawanso of the per-
sovereign. r 1lorrnance of tins ceremony by a monarch who 

reigned in the third century before the Christian era. 
The ground was first sprinkled with red sandal-wood, 
after which two elephants were harnessed to the gold­
en plough, and the Buddhist Baja ploughed, along 
the boundary line, accompanied by the priests and 
guarded by officials carrying staves of gold and sil- 

tik' Bu.idhist ver. A large company of troops marched in proces-procession. „ 1 J - „
.sion, together with beautiful females carrying um­
brellas, and other decorations, and musicians playing 
every description of instrument; whilst gorgeous 
flags tingling with bells were carried in the air, as 
well as painted vases, glass mirrors, and garlands and 
baskets of dowers. In this way the Buddhist Raja 
ploughed the land, passing through many/triumph- 
ant archesmade of plantain trees, whilst a vast m ul­
titude waved their handkerchiefs in the air and rent 
the skies with their enthusiastic acclamations.21 

uewripttcnof To return, however, to the Aswamedha of Raja
. t e h m KOt Yudhishthira. The attempt may now he made 

to separate those details which appear to belong to 
the Brahmanical offerings of the homa, from those 
which seem to refer to the sacrifice of the horse. 
The homa, consisting chiefly of ghee, was prepared 
in eight sacrificial pits, and was presented to the gods

Herodotus, Book TV. o. 5, It should be remarked that the plough was 
accompanied by a yoke, or battle-axe, and a drinking-cup.

' ■ ** Mahawanso, Turnout'* <ramlation, pages 98, D.9. The Chinese traveller,
Pa Hip.ii, seems to hare witnessed a similar ceremony which, like the above, was 
performed in the island of Ceylon. Travels of Pa Mian, chap, xxxix.



in .sacrificial ladles through the medium of fire : and maroiw or 
on the present occasion samples of every vegetable, pIet h. 
and every medicinal herb growing in the Raj, are v̂ tobî and 
said to have boon likewise thrown into the homa. homa.
When the presentation of homa was over, the re- 
mai; ting portion of the ‘medicinal herbs was reduced 
to powder and formed into balls; and a ball, was 
given to each person present. By this rite the Raja Disiftjhtwn «r 
was supposed to give to one and alia share or there- 
ligioUsS merits which had been acquired, by the per­
formance of the sacrifice, and which was supposed to 
wipe off from the account of good and evil deeds, an 
indefinite number of the evil actions which bad been 
previously committed by the individuals concerned.
It should also be remarked that the offering of the ^ m « n * n io n » ' 

lioma was exclusively performed by Brahmans, un­
der the superintendence of the mythical Vy&sa, and 
in the presence of all the Rishis who are famous in 
Brahmanieal tradition,

i t  will now be seen that the sacrifice of the hor SG Description of 

was carried out in a very different fashion ; and that ĥm'- 
tho rite was performed not by Brfdimans, but by two 
of the Pandavas. The place of sacrifice is said to ooMcn bricks 
have been paved with bricks of gold ; and this costly 
arrangement was no- doubt often carried out when 
the Aswamedha was performed by a rich and con­
quering Raja. Solomon overlaid not only the altars 
hut the very temple itself with plates of gold ; and 
amongst the treasures of Croesus were a number of 
golden bricks which may possibly have been cast for 
a similar purpose.22 Round the place of sacrifice ThevieMms rw 
eight pillars were set up, to which the horse, a n d piE 
perhaps other animals, wore tied. The rite was per- kite prrfomcd
Z_____ _____  , _______ 1_______ _̂____ _______________ ______ ___ by NAkulii imI

'a  Herodotus, Book I . c. 50 . S,iha.d, v a.
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li(stout,oi*1 formed By Nakula and Blifma, • although various at- 
■ pa»t ix tempts-are made, chiefly involving tfe  introduction 

_ 0£ somo supernatural detail, to impart a Biahman-
ical tone even to this portio n, of the narrative. Thus 

rpw<*-ot tba wlien Niikula declared that'the horse was speaking, 
nxtoitaiinter- he was probably acting m accordance with a crude
potoHou. 1 °  ••. ,

notion that a victim before sacrifice was capable of 
prophesying. But the language put into the mouth 
of the animal is eminently Brahmanical: for the 
horse is said to have exulted in the idea that instead 
of going like other sacrificial horses to the hea ven of 
Indra, he was going beyond it, that is, to the heaven 
of Vishnu, because, of the presence of Krishna. Again 

unmeaning in- Bhaumya, the family priest, is introduced, to give 
Hphmral the scimitar to Bhfma, and to perform the senseless 

miracle of squeezing milk out of the horses ear., 
Conversion of The whole concludes with a miracle, in. which the 
into'-tmphw flesh of the horse approximates to camphor, and is
ana noma. 1 . , TTfinally converted by Dhaumya into noma,. Here 

the Brahmanical rite distinctly overlays the original 
rite; for it is certain that in the ancient perform­
ance of an Aswamedha, the flesh of the horse was 
cooked upon the fire, arid was both, presented to 
the gods and eaten by the assembled guests.33 The 

Vedie idea of statement that the head of the horse ascended to 
tho horse’ T’ heaven is also a miracle, but originates in a, Vedic 

idea rather than in the prolific imaginations of the 
Brahmanical compilers,21,

23 The first Aswamedha hymn in the Big-Veda describes the boiling- and 
rousting of different portions of the flesh, the presentation of a part to the gods, 
and the eating of a part by the persons present. See W ilson’s Translation, Vol. 
II. p. 121, note.

9i s ee the second Aswamedha hymn in the Itig-Veda, Wilsotf s Translation, 
Yol. IT. p. 123, in -which the worshipper Is supposed to be reciting the following 
Verse: I recognize in my mind thy form afar off, going'from the earth below,
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One otliei incident seems to require some ex -history of
; IV.UIA.

planation. It has already been stated that the horse part il 
was originally sacrificed to the Sun : and yet in both Sacrifice of the

,  , . horse to }iidi'ti,
the MaM Bharata and the Raniayana the horse is 
said to have been offered to India. This change 
deity seems to involve a new stage in the develop- giou. 
merit of the Hindu, religion. The worship of the Sun 
as a material existence had been superseded by the 
worship of a more human deity and protector in the 
person of Infra ; just in the same way that the wor­
ship of the human hero Indra was subsequently 
superseded by the worship of the great Spirit Vishnu.
The circumstances which led to this change in tire 
national religion may be easily conjectured. The 
Sun is the-deity of temperate climates, for it is he 
who ripens the harvests; but in a tropical climate 
like India the favourite deity is the one who sends 
the rain; and the V'edic deity who sends the rain is 
Indra, the god of the firmament. The subject is a 
curious one, and will be discussed in a future volume 
under the head of religion.

by way of Heaven, to the Sun : I behold thy head soaring aloft, and mounting 
quickly by unobstructed paths, unsullied by dust.’-’

r*
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CHAPTER XVII.

V’A'
FINAL TRAGEDIES.

mistokv of T he story of the Malid Bh&rata virtually ends 
p5 ,  with the Aswamedha of Baja Yudhishtnlxa. The 

great war was over; the PAndavas had slain all their 
daVtwfortinrtjr- ohemi.es : and Yudhishthira had not onlv been inau.
sis years.

gurated in the Raj, but had celebrated the great 
horse sacrifice which established his sovereignty. A 
period of thirty-six years is said to have followed, at 
the expiration of which the Raj of the PAndavaswas 

Ti.pcoiiioidenta brought to a close. This period was marked bytluritig tbo ^ *■ ¥ *“
pmiod. three incidents ; the first of which occurred within a 

few years of Yudhishthira’s inauguration, whilst the 
other two are connected with the termination of his 
reign. These three incidents are as follows :—

1st, The exile and death of Maharaja Dhrita- 
rAshtra.

2nd, The destruction of DwArakA and death of 
Krishna.

3rd, The exile and death of the PAndavas. 
nt. The esiio The narrative of the, exile and death of the blind 
MnMriijaDhri* old Mah&raja requires no preliminary explanation.

It involves, however, a wonderful miracle performed 
by the sage JfyAsa, which stands out as one of the 
finest products of Hindu imagination which can be

I I  |



found in the Mahd Blidmta. The narrative may be ms-mar P 
loft to tell its own.story :— riar ii.

Now after Baja Yudbis hthira had performed the great Peace and moss- 
Anwamodha Yaga, the Pdn.dav.as lived for many years in 
peace and prosperity under Maharaja Dhritardshtra in the 

> city of Hast inapnr. But though the Pdndavas had succeeded 
the ftauravas in the rule of the Raj, and were aealous in the 
performance of every filial duty towards their undo the 

, Maharaja, yet Dhritarushtra could never forget the death of 
his own sons, and could never forgive Bhrma for having 
slain Duryodhana. And there sprung up many bitter dis- «th»disi.ntw 
piifces between Blirma and the Maharaja, and Bhima treated ^dthehiah^^ 
his blind uncle with insult, and refused to obey hi & com- 
mauds : and Dhritarushtra determined, to live at a distance 
from the brethren. And Dhritarushtra departed out of the Mahdmja 
Bastindpur, and went away to live in the jungle on the bank 
of the Ganges; and lie took with him Ids wife Gandharr, and ju<a* w» the 
Kunti, who was his brother’s widow, and Vnlara, and all 
the older members of the family; and they abode there on 
the bank 'of the Ganges.

A nd it came to pass that after some years, the Panduvas visit or the 
were desirous of paying their respects to MaMraja Dhrita- M ohS.tc>1',ie' 
rashtra and the Bam GdndMn, and to see again all their 
aged, kinsfolk who had sought an abiding place in the 
jungle. And the five brethren went forth with their wife 
Draopadi, and paid a visit to the Maharaja, and all were 
rejoiced to see them ; but when they asked for Vidura, they north of vwu- 
wero told that he had. gone to the hank of the Ganged' to m ' 
die by fasting; and they hastened to the place where Vidura 
was, and when they came up to him he was speechless, and 
gave up the ghost.

After this, whilst all wore talking together of the hits- The sm> Vytm  
bands, and the sons, and. the kinsfolk whom they had ^mbie tho 
lost in the great War of Mahd Bharata, the sage Vydsa ap- who we«Gia!« 
peared amongst them, and said ;—“ I  will this day heal 
all your griefs : Go you all to tho river Ganges, and bathe 
therein, and there each one of you shall behold the kinsmen 
for whom you have been sorrowing.” So they all went

* g ' 1
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history O'F down to. the river, and chose a bathing-place for themselves 

PaktH and farm lies'; and Yy&sa said to th em :— u  You shall see
------- i—— thi s night ail those whom you desire/' And the day passed

away so slowly that it seemed like a whole year to them, 
The wido  ̂of but a t last the sun went down, and they all bathed in the 
and p«yr in the river by command oi V yasa, and stud their prayers, and 

went and stood near him ; and Raja Yudhishthim and his 
brethren were on the side of Yyiisa, and MaMraja Dhrita- 
rdshtra stood before them, and everybody else stood wher- 

summons ever.^places could be found. Yydsa then went into the 
- water, and prayed and bathed; and he then came out and 

stood by Dhritarashtra and YndMshtkira, and called oat the 
•names of each of the persons who had been slain, one by 

Tim wmiesro- one. A t that moment the river began to foam and boil,
iipoMir in  all , _ ,  . ,
tfioir pomp as and a great noise was heard rising out of the waters, aswhen alive. . ° °

though all the slam men were once again alive, and as 
though they and their elephants and their horses were 
bursting into loud cries, and all the drains and trumpets and 
other instruments of music of both armies were striking up 
together, The whole assembly were astonished at t f |a  
mighty ;tempest, and some were smitten with a terrible fear, 
when suddenly they saw Blhshma and Drona in full armour 
seated in their chariots, and ascending out of the waters, 
with all their armies arrayed as they were on the first day 
of the Mahd Bhdrafca. Next came forth Abhimanyu, the 
heroic son of A rj ana, and the five sons of Draupadi, and the 
son of Bluma with his army of A suras. After them earoo 
Kajpia, and Duiyodhana, and Sakuni, and .Duhsasana, and 
the other sons of IJbritarhshtra, all in full parade seated 
upon their chariots, together with, many other warriors and 
liajas who had been slain. AH appeared in great glory and 
splendour, and morovbeautiful than when they were alive 5 

and all came with their own horses and chariots and banners 
'•vrferi Mend- and arms. And every one was in perfect friendship with each 
tijoVanm'Hs other, for enmity had departed from amongst them; and each 

one was preceded by his bards and eulogists who sang his 
Praisos J and very many singing men and dancing girls ap- 

of thQ peared with them, singing and dancing. Now when these
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warriors had come out of the river, their widows and histo.uy op
orphans and kinsfolk were overjoyed, and not a trace of
■grief remained amongst them and widows went to their ——r— ....*
husbands, and' daughters to their fathers, and m others to
their sons, and sisters to their brothers, and all the fifteen.
jrears of sorrow which had passed since the war of the
Mahd BMrata were forgotten in the ecstasy of seeing each
other again. Thus the night passed away in the fulness of Disappcara-nee 

■l b  , , 6 . ‘ . .  %  ,  .... .  ... or tbechfti! atjo y ; but when the morning had dawned, all the dead thronwn.
mounted their chariots and. horses, and disappeared; and
those, who had gathered together to helxold them prepared
to depart. And Vyasa the sage said that the widows who XiiM widows
wished to rejoin their dead husbands might do s o ; and seivesixipy
all the widow's went and bathed in the Ganges, and came join their iiW
out of the water again, and kissed, one by one, the feet of
Dhritarashtra and Gundhdri; and then went and drowned
themselves in the river; and through, the prayers of Vydsa
they all went to the places they wished, and obtained their
several desires.

After this, Raja Yudhishthira and his brethren, and 
their wife Draupadi, took their leave of Maharaja Dhrita­
rashtra and the Ram Gandharf, and returned to the city of 
Hastindpur. And. after many days Narada the sage came to 
the palace of Yudhishthira, and sa id :— “ The jangle has TeMMe d«ith 
been set on n v fy  and the names nave been nourished by a and ail his . 
strong wind; and the Maharaja and the Earn, and all their jungiVtiro. " '’ 
kinsfolk and friends, have perished in the burning, and 
your mother Kunti has perished also. ’5 And the Pandavas 
were smitten with horror and sorrow', and darkness fell 
upon them. But when some days had passed away, they 
were thrown into a deeper consternation ; for very fearful FarMomeiw 
omens appeared on all sides, and they felt that something- 
very terrible was about to happen, and they knew not when 
or how it would happen.

The foregoing narrative calls for but little coin- mw* «r 0< 
ment. The exile of the Mahhraja serves to prove 
the hollow character of his reconciliation with the
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h isto r y  of Pandavas, to which attention has already beenTNIHck. . J „ nt
iMst it. drawn. But the glorious scene in which the dead 

Gwn#uro75 who had fallen in the great war arose out of thepicture of tbo * >—j t * jii ii i *rr̂ urrocuoii-of river Utwiges, arrayed m  all the pomp and ma#ni-
the dead who P 7 /  1 1 , °  ,
BriioMAtathe flcence of battle, forms one of the grandest pictures 

ever presented to the human eye. The conception 
compare* with of the resurrection of the dead on the last day isthe list day. _ ■> _

perhaps more terribly suggestive, but the bursting 
open of the sepulchres by the shrouded inmates, and ' 
the horrible contrast between the saved and the 

■ damned, fills the imagination with pain and gloom, 
perfectbiws in- The idea in the Mahfi BMrat-a, however, is one ofreived In the
thfMafAiih perfect joy. Trumpets are sounding, banners are 

waving, and the air is filled with the noise of horses 
and elephants and chariots, as the vast armies of 
warriors appear in glory and brightness out of the 
dark river, arrayed in all the imposing parapher­
nalia of war. All enmity, however, has departed 
from amongst them j and all a,re in perfect friend­
ship with each other; whilst bards and euluqists are 
singing before them, and companies of beautiful 

icdiJwof'tte ibrls are dancing in the midnight air. Moreover, 
wKwn, the contrast between the women and the warriors 

is one which brings all the purest affections into 
play. Wives and mothers, sisters and daughters, 
are once again in the company of those whom they 
most loved, and in the enjoyment of the highest 
felicity after long years of bereavement and sorrow. 

Hindi'i oiam- The glorious and affeebing scene is at length brought 
to a conclusion by an incident somewhat tragic in 
itself, but still in accordance with. Hindu ideas of 
happiness. At the dawn of the morning, the vision 
disappears, and the poor widows are again over­
whelmed with grief; but by the permission of the
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sage, they take* a touching farewell of (heir friends h is t o r y  or
. iSfl'JlA.and relatives, and then drown themselves in the pahii 

•sacred river,."and thus once again join their husbands 
in another world.

The remaining portion of the narrative is more ITorrifoJf! cliav-
r  * ■, , Rctsr of tVio

melancholy. 1 no awful death or the Maharaja and ^  
all liis household in a jungle fire, is an event which 
to this day excites a sympathizing horror, for it is 

• sadden., terrible, and overwhelming. In the case of 
the Pdndavas, however, their consternation was in­
creased by portentous omens; and thus they were 
not only oppressed by their present grief, but by 
the constant apprehension that something still more 

; fearful was about to happen.
The alarming 'event.which they were thus .hourly JJy‘Jy 

antieipating at length came to pass. Tidings were 
suddenly brought to them of a frightful series of 
disasters which had taken place at Dwarakd, the 
city of Krishna and the Yadavas; but hero, to avoid 
anticipating, it will be better to leave the narrative 
to tell its own story :—

Now all th is while th e  g rea t city  of Dwaraka, which was wv^edness ana 
situa ted  u p b ii  the sea. had, been  filled w ith m irth and feast- {hopio of On..• 

ing  ; and  all the people drank wine in abundance, and the 
young men, who were the  sons and grandsons of .Krishna, 
scoffed a t the  B rdlim anspand a t sacred things. A nd  th ree  Thp thw ^ a t  
g rea t Bishia of the highest-class, whose names w ere Viswa- cim 
m itra, Durvasas, and N arada, wore sojourning in the  c ity  of 
the  Y itdavasy and the youths of the  place assem bled to ­
gether, and saw the th ree  sages - engaged in th e ir devotions, 
and am ongst them  was S&mba, th e  son of K rishna, A nd  Trick placed by

„  - ' ,  r i  , . ih o  yoiinff ;mt u
the young men for sport dressed up bomba to rep resen t a upon the RMii* 
.woman w ith  child, and they led him in  th is  disguise into 
the presence of the  th ree Brahm ans, and  requested  to  know 
w hether she would give b irth  to  a son. or to a daughter.



mistobt OP The Rishia replied :— “ W e  well know whom yon have 
b ro u g h t before us j this is no t a woman h u t a son,of Kritdi-

.— ;—  na, and  verily he shall'bring.-forth an iron club which .shall
aawsl1 ',J t,w destroy the whole race of Y adu : And since you have pre­

ferred  an evil life to  a v irtuous one,'and  liave sought to 
scoff a t and ridicule such poor m en as we are,-you and all 
your people shall perish by th a t club, except Balaraina, and 

Their depart- he too shall leave the world shortly a fte rw ard s/' So say 
,,re' ing , th e  three Rishia drew over their shonklers the  deer­

sk ins on-which they  had.been seated, and w ent out of Ihvu- 
rakifi, and made the ir way to  the city of .Hastin&pur. And 
w hen the young m en heard the  words of the  th ree Rishia, 
th ey  repented of w hat they had  done ; and the  news spread 
abroad am ongst the  people of the  city, and  they  were sore 
a fra id ; and some carried the account to K rishna, and ho 
s a id ;— “ I f  i t  is the  will of God i t  will surely come to 
pass.”

Krishna,isnes A fte r this, K rishna issued a proclamation- throughout 
Dwaraka, that whoever drank wine henceforth should be 
p u t to  death with all his family. Then the  people of the  
city abstained from  the use o f wine, and no m an ventured 

Pewfulajipari- oven to  u tte r its  name. B ut a t this tim e a fearful appari­
tion  showed itse lf a t the doors of all the houses, and men 
said th a t it was death  in a  hum an shape; and its- colour 
was black and yellow, and its  head was shorn, and all its  
lim bs were d is to rte d ; and' all who saw the apparition were 
filled with fear and  trem bling, and if a m an discharged an 
iu t o w  at it, the figure disappeared, and no one knew  w hither 

Great wind. i t  had  gone. M eantime, a g rea t w ind arose, and. uprooted 
m any trees, and carried away m any men, and beasts, and 
blew about the doors of the  houses until they  were nearly 

Portentous tn- all broken. A nd the ra ts  increased in so prodigious a
CJv“Sfl of rats -
»nd owls. m anner tha t thousands and thousands swarm ed in..every 

house, and carried off and spoilt everything th a t was pu t 
away ; and they ran about th e  bazaars, and they gnawed 
away the hair and beards of th e  men who were -asleep. A nd 
owls flocked to the  houses of th e  people in. g roa t numbers, 
and screeched throughout the  n ig h t; and th e  nightingales
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and irainas were- scared by the  noise o f the  rats, and Die histouy on
hooting of the owls, and continued their wailings both, by paki ii.
n igh t and day. A nd m onstrous births filled the laud, for s and
the cows brought forth asses, and the swine produced liens’
cubs, and the dogs produced k ittens, and the weasels
b ro u g h t forth young mice. A nd  vice and -evil pervaded
the  whole .race .of Yadu ; and the  poor men. and, the devotees
were openly 'reviled) .and preceptors and learned men were
trea ted  with d isresp ec t; and the  Women • overruled the men,
and fire refused to give light, and the flames of lire became
black and. blue.. A nd the sun was surrounded, a t its  rising
arid its  setting  by thousands of .spectres of men without
heads, who engaged, in battle w ith swords and spears in
their hands. A nd the Yogis and other devotees found, th a t
if  they  rose from the  skins upon which they sat, those skins
were changed in to  vermin. And the  moon was eclipsed on
its twelfth day, and the sun was eclipsed on the tw enty-
seventh day of the  moon.

Meantime K rishna issued a proclamation th a t on the piwimatfion of‘ , . Krishna that
'morrow-all the people of the city should go to the  sea-shore the people 
a t P .rablids^: and pay their devotions, to  the  deity of Dwa- jw h ^ a i 
rakii. A t tha t same time a dreadful apparition came to the Apparition of a

.. : " .. .. black woman.
city o fa  black woman, clothed m  black garm ents, and hav­
ing- yellow teeth  ; and th is woman w ent from house to 
house,1 grinning a t all who ware therein, and filling them 
w ith  terror .and dismay ; and if  any one attem pted  to seize 
h e r, she vanished from that place and showed herself at 
another, and thus she continued until she had gone over 
the  whole city. A nd th a t same n ight evil, sp irits  came and jewels and wen-

n ■< " pons carried oif
carried off tlie jewels of the women, and the  Weapons ox the by evu spirits.
men, and no one had. the power to recover either the one or
th e  other. The chakra of K rishna was also suddenly taken chakra of

, , , ., _ . Krishwa ascends
up to  heaven, an d all the people saw it, and were tilled w ith  to heaven.
grief, .and raised a groat uproar. At the  same tim e, the hi? chariot ana
charioteer of K rishna harnessed his m aster’s ch a rio t; and in thosea?’Pea'r
upon this the horses bounded up into th e  air, and bore
away the  chariot over the sea, and disappeared for ever, ghjgyjggjg
-Also the figure of a palmyra, which was on the.'standard of



h i s t o r y  o f  Balarama,■ and t ie  figure of the bird Garuva, which was on 
standard of .Krishna, both separated themselves from

—..~  their respective standards - and rose into the .air -until they
aasarisg 0jr tI;0 vani^ 1ĉ  fro'm the sight. Also Apsara^ appeared in the 

sky, and eric- i out to tlte people :—“ Arise and be gone ! ” 

And this cry 'was heard in every house throughout th e ' city 
of Dwdr&kd.

nuulaiwln^k And when the morning’ arrived, the people obeyed:the.
tTv“i«u''rai>3' Proo âiltati<>n of Krishna, and Krishna gave them pormis-
hlM#* aion to drink wine on. that day only; and they sot out with

their wives and families to the place of pilgrimage on the
sear-shore, and. they carried with them wine and provisions
of every description; and some took up their stations in
•tents, and others beneath trees. And when all the people

IStbe BroS?* wcv° settled in their respective places, Krishna commanded
jaafs. that every variety of vie trials and drink should be set apart

and given-to the Brahmans; and when tho Brahmans were
about to eat, a certain man of trio Yiidava tribe 'came up
with a large jar of wine in his hand, from which ho had
been drinking until he was intoxicated; and ho spilt a, little
of the wine upon the victuals sot apart for the Birihmans}
so  tho-Bnihmans would not eat thereof, and Krishna ordered
that the victuals should be given to the monkeys. .

m S y COn" Meantime the feast proceeded without 'interruption. And
the jugglers,- and the musicians, the dancers, and the players
of all kinds exhibited their performances before the people;

dri«k!winm«s w]lilsfc the PeoPle aIi clrahk wine very largely. And all the
pasties. Chieftains of the tribe of Fade, were present at that feast.

There were Baja Ugrascna, and Balarama, and Satyaki, and
Kritarvannnn, and the two sons of Krishna, and many others
of renown. Now Balarama, the elder brother of Krishna,
was a.great drinker of wine, and he ordered vessels of wine
to be brought into the assembly and placed before each
Chieftain; and the assembly seated themselves, in parties, so
that those who were most intimate drank wine together.

Saiyaki insults Thus Balardma and Kritavarman drank by themselvos, and Kritftvatraan ,, ,, Jg>r aiding in the tne sons of Krishna drank with batvaki.
!vy«i*e of As- x , rr . , J .
wftttbinna. JNow Kritavarman, who drank with Balarama, was One
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of thq, three who had slaughtered the sleeping men in the KBTOBY. of 
camp, of ih( ('ttndnvaft; ami Hdtyaki . ..to was sittings near
Ititn, having got exceedingly- drunk; suddenly cast his eye — --------- -
upon In a, and said ;■ Behold, my friends, this Kshutriya 
here, "who boasts so much of his prowess I JTe wont one 
T.ugT.ifc with A^wattkama, and attacked a number qf boys, and 
killed them, in the night time ; and those are the men who 
boast of their bravery.” lhadyuroria, the son of Krishna, 
tuon cried ou t :— Well said, Satyaki I ” And Krishna also E»ponra*mi by' 
Was no friend to Kritavarrnan, for in the fend about the ** '°*‘- 
jdwel, KritaYarman had murdered Satyajit, who was the 
father of Krishna's wife Satyabhim a; • and Krishna said to 
Satyaki :■ “ Tell the story of how Kritavarrnan murdered 
Saty ajit, and robbed him of his jew el! ” 1 Satyaki then 
repeated the story of the jewel, and said:— "T his Krifcavar- 
man is moreover the same m an who went out with Aawat- 
thama, and unjustly slew .Dhrishta-dyamna, and many thou­
sands of innocent people : But his days are numbered." So 
saying, Satyaki drew his .sword and ran at Kritavarrnan 
before all the assembly , and whilst KritaYarman was rising satyaki -rays 
u p  to  defend himself, Satyaki struck him on the neck with his Kjnlnnrmm‘ 

( sw o rd  with all his might, s o  that his head was severed from 
1,1' body and fell upon the ground. Then many kinsmen 0f  GraeSil's iiUmuii- 
Krttavarman rushed upon Satyaki, and many of Hatyaki's 
friends ran up to oppose them, and there was a great uproar 
and bloodshed. Krishna endeavoured to quell tho tumult, Sudden ».«r- 
but no one hoedod him ; and the friends of Kritavarrnan cut * * *  

down. Satyaki and slew him, an ti also cut down. Pradyrnnna, 
the son of Krishna, and slew him before his -father's face,
Krishna then revenged himself by killing all tho murderers Horribleoon-fti-
of his son; but the whole assembly was then frantic with & f ndbi0̂
blood and wine, and each man fell madly upon his neighbour;
for in their bewilderment they knew not what they did,'
oxcepl tlu.ii they struck each other and d ie d ; and ’fathers
slew then sons, and sons their fathers, and brethren and
kinsmen murdered each other. In this manner all tbfe Slighter of ail

. - rjr—  i , ^  •    _________ ___ _ _ the &U1av

r. 1 m  fOT(1 a1>0Ut thc Jcwel wiU be fotlIld 1'elatod hi the legends of Krishna in I art, I i  I.,



hisxoby of Yudavas were slaughtered by the e k r m  o f  the three Biskis,
i :sdu. an(j a]| fclto sons and grandsons of Kiishna'wero amongst the 

Part I t .  P
- .———— - siain.
Krifihjin goes While Krishna was horror-stricken a t this sudden ca- 
out i,;, his charioteer -came to him, and said that Balar&ma

had gone out of the assembly just after the beginning of 
the tumult. So Krishna mounted his chariot, accompanied 
by another Chieftain, and 'set .forward in search of hits elder 
b ro ther; and when, they had gone a .little distance, they 
beheld Balandina seated under the shade of. a banyan tree, 
and his eyes were closed, and he was absorbed in a deep 

: StmdsWa t meditation. Krishna then, said to his charioteer:— u  You 
have seen, what has befallen this people ; Go now with all 
speed to tire city of Hastinapnr, and inform Baja Yudhish- 
thira of all that has occurred, and desire him to send Arjuna 
to Dw&afcd with all speed/’ And the charioteer .mounted 
the chariot by himself, and drove off in hot haste to the 

Semis« Chief- city of Hustindpur. Krishna, then said to the Chieftain who 
TRkA.who is slain was with h im ;— “  You also have seen what calamity has 
).y y, lisnf’Pi.'i.tu. |)ej.»aij|ea ug . g 0  g 0  you back to the c ity : of Thvdrakri, and

look to the safety of the women and houses, lest thieves and 
Duiiyas should plunder the city and outrage the women; 
Have a care also for my father Yasudeva, who has been left 
behind in the city j and tell him that in the seventh day from 
this, which will bo the full moon of the month Kartika, the 
sea will, arise and swallow up DwarakaA And the Chief­
tain returned in all haste towards Dwdrnky but on Ids way a 
drunken fisherman foil upon him and slew Mm ; and some 
one who was looking on carried tho news to Krishna. Then 

Krishna pro; Krishna said to his brother BaWama ;— “  I am afraid lest 
rakA mischief bo committed in the city : Stay you hero whilst I

haste thither, and return again,” So Krishna went to 
Dwilrakii, and told his father Vasudeva of the slaughter of 
all their kinsmen and friends; and Yasrideva was exceed­
ingly moved and began to weep very bitterly. And Krishna 
said to his father :— u  Tins is no time for g rief; I  have de­
spatched my charioteer to bring Arjuna h ith e r; so do yon 
bestir, yourself that no evil may befall the women before he
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arrives : And now we must take leave of each, other, as I  history op 
must return to Balaratna, who is waiting, for m e H e r e t o  Tore x> û ' il 
I  saw all' the Itauravns perish, and now I  have seen all the ’
Yadafas perish also; and I  will return no more to this city, 
but I  and Balaiima will retire into the jungle, and pass the 
remainder of our lives in devotion.” With these words 
Krishna embraced .his father^ feet, and all the women and 
slave a ids set up a terrible cry of lamentation. Krishna Returns to

°  r  j  , t i t  K a i a r a n m  a n d
then returned to his b ro ther' Ralarhma, but found that he-.finds, hum dead, 
had given up the ghost whilst seated against the free; and 
Krishna was exceedingly troubled, and went into a thicket Jj^huua'iiv 
which was hard by, and rested his head upon Ms knees in 
deep contemplation, when a hunter, who was passing by, 
saw him, and thought lie was a wild animal, and discharged 
his arrow and slew him upon the spot. Tims died the 
mighty Krishna.

Meantime, the charioteer proceeded, to Hastinipur, and j&ishtu>’9 

told to Raja Yudhislithira and his brethren,how the Yuda- rtesth6 tf&gs 
vas had all slaughtered each other. The Raja swooned away tas.h " 1 imU 
at the 'news, and when ho -had recovered, Arjuna obtained 
his permission to depart that moment for the city of Dwdrakd.
So Arjutia set off with all haste, and found the city like a Arjuna proceed,s

« i  , f* t i t  > i i *j * (% towidow moari}mg tor her. husband; and. when the wives ox
Krishna set their eyes upon him they filled the air with their r«rrii»ieian>enfr.
pries ; , and tho whole city echoed back their lamentations, widows. ' w
for all the women there had lost husbands or sons, fathers or
brothers, in the great quarrel. At this sight .Arjuna was so
distracted, that for a. long time all his strength seemed to
have forsaken him, but after a while he asked for Yasndeva,
and then went to see him. And Vasudova wept very much,
and Arjuna out of .sympathy wept with him ; and. all the
women of the city came thither, with their hair dishevelled
and their eyes filled with tears; and when they saw Arjuna
they made altogether such a melancholy noise as was never
heard before. And after much weeping, Yasndeva told to
Arj ana the cau se of all tho dreadful slaughter which had taken
place, and prayed him to  do what seemed to him best with
the women and treasures.

vox,, i. 29

\



ins. tout of Arjuua then proceeded with the charioteer of Krishna to 
fw r'ii, th© Council hall, and summoned all the Brhhrnans who had 
----------- survived, the great disaster : and when they beheld, him theyA.rjima ciir̂cfcs ° * 4/ y

au'thfi residue all burst into-a.ht of weeping : but Arinna bade them not to
ol the people to 1 ”  . ■'
ieaTO tuo city, waste the time- in useless sorrow, but to prepare for depart­

ing from the doomed city, for that after seven days DwaraM 
would be overwhelmed by the sea.

Death of Vasa. And Arjunn passed that night, in the palace of Krishna, 
and when it was morning he bathed himself, and. prepared; 
to pay a visit to Yasndeva; when at that moment he heard 

. a cry of lamentation, more terrible than ever, issue from the 
house of Yasudeva.; and thousands of women ran about with 
their hair dishevelled, and tlmir bo.-toms hare, and their, gar­
ments r e n t ; and they'were beating their breasts and filling 
the air with their screams ; and it was told to Arjuua that

- Burning or Yasudeva had given up the ghost. So A.rjuna arose up in 
hi»W!t’h deep sorrow, and ordered the dead..body to be carried to the 

spot where Krishna had performed an. .Aswamedha Yaga.; 
for Yasndeva during his life-time had -given -orders that his 
dead body should be burned there. And the same Brah­
mans who had performed the Yaga now collected wood and 
perfumes; and Arjuna himself cast the body upon, the 
pile, and the Br&hmans lighted the pile : and four of Vasu- 
deva’s widows burned themselves upon the pile along with 
the body of their dead husband.

funeral cm- W hen Ajjitna had thus performed the funeral ceremonies
Snaliiiab® for Yastideva, he wont to the spot where all the Yhdavashad 

slain each other • and when he saw the dead men lying about 
the field he was horror-stricken beyond description. And ho 
commanded a very great quantity of fuel and inflammable 
materials to be brought and kindled ; and ho ordered that 
all the bodies of such as could be recogmV.ee! should be 
thrown thereon and bu rn t; and he sent all the people to 
make strict search for the bodies of Krishna and Bal&rama, 
and having found them, he caused them to be burned with 
much precious odours. Arjuna then performed the funeral 
rites for all those who were dead, and sprinkled water fo r  

their souls.

I l l j r  -m M :. 1
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Having thus completed the obsequies, Arjuna ordered that hotojo of 
all people should quit the city of Dwarakii oti the sixth, day, •
and prepare- to 'journey to the city of Indra-prastha, Bo o n ...... ....——
that day all trie men. and wotnen of tlie city, and all the male
and female slaves, and all the people of the bazaars, and all .....’
Krishna’s sixteen thousand wives, each with, her own wait­
ing' maid, and all the kinsmen, and dependents, and slave 
girls of the royal house, departed out of DwuraM, and were 
conducted by Arjuna along the road towards Indra-prastha'j 
but scarcely had Arjuna. and all this mighty m ultitude' left The city .af 
the city, when, the sea rose in n  great heap in - the sight • of S J  % £ 
all the people, and overwhelmed .Dwaraka and all that re- ' '  “iK' 
inained in it. And when the multitude beheld the rushing 
of the Waters, they hastened on in great alarm lest the sea 
should overtake them, and overwhelm them in 'like  manner.

New all the tribes thatlivodround about were robbers and e ara.van wit!-. 
Daily as of the worst character; and when they heard that a amul«»poSte.i<by 
mighty .caravan of very many women, and but few men, was " 
passing' through their neighbourhood with vast treasures of 
gold, and jewels., they surrounded the caravan in groat num­
bers, and rushed in upon the multitude in all directions, and 
carried off many women and. mtfch spoil. And Arjuna found 
that all his Strength had departed from him, and that he 
cCmid not bend bis bow nor draw his sword) and he prayed
t.o God and regained a portion of his strength, and slew 
many of the robbers, hut ho could only save a few of the 
women and a small portion of the treasure.

Arjuna then proceeded with the remnant of the people Viw ofJM,h, 
and goods, and conducted them in safety to- the plain of 
Kurukshetra, where five of 'Krishna’s widows burnt them -8blvcs-* 
solves on the .funeral pile, whilst the remaining widows put 
on the dress of devotees and retired, to the jungle. .Arjuna 
then proceeded to Indra-prastha, and settled the remnant of 
the people there.

The foregoing narrative of the destruction, of Bevo-worti™ 
DwhraM is evidently a mythical account of one of rativeoAhn 
those great convulsions of nature which occur at SyiS.>n of



h i s t o r y  o p  w i d e  i n t e r v a l s  i n  t r o p i c a l  c l i m e s .  I t  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  

pabt i i. b e e n  p r e c e d e d  b y  a  l e a s t ,  a t  w h i c h  a  q u a r r e l  a r o s e  

w h i c h  l e d  t o  a  d r e a d f u l  ' s c e n e  o f  b l o o d s h e d ; a m i  

a l t h o u g h  m a n y  o f  t h e  d e t a i l s  a r e  m y t h i c a l ,  y e t  a s  

t h e y  s e e m  .to  r e f e r  t o  s o m e  a c t u a l  e v e n t ,  a  b r i e f  r e ­

v i e w  o f  t h e  s a l i e n t  p o i n t s '  m a y  n o t  b e  w i t h o u t  value*.

Story of the T h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  t h r e e  R i s h i s ,  a n d  t h e  p r a n k  

ou/eijnahrncdi p l a y e d  u p  o n  t h e m  b y  t h e  y o u n g  m e n  o f  D w d r a k d .

i s  e v i d e n t l y  f a b u l o u s  ; a n d  i t  i s  n o t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a p ­

p r e h e n d  t h e  r e a s o n  fo r  i t s  in s e r t io n . ,  T h e  c a t a s ­

t r o p h e  a t  P r a b h & s a ,  a n d  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  c i t y  

o f  D w d r a k a ,  w e r e  d i s a s t e r s  o f  s o  m a r k e d  a  c h a r a c t e r  

a s  t o  g i v e  r i s e  t o  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  i n f l i c t e d  

b y  a n  o f f e n d e d  d e i t y ; a n d  h e n c e  t h e ,  i n t e r p o l a t i o n  

o f  a  m y t h  w h i c h  r e f e r r e d  t h e m  t o  t h e  c u r s e  o f  t h r e e  

♦Natural effects B r a h m a n  R i s h i s .2 * * 5* T h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  to  d r i n k  w in e ,
of the (irolubi* i 1 _ . '

S?new driuk h o w e v e r ,  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  h a d  s o m e ,  f o u n d a t i o n  in.
t r u t h .  H o r r i b l e  s p e c t r e s  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s  

a n d  h o u s e s ,  s u c h  a s  a r e  s a i d  t o  a p p e a r  t o  d r u n k a r d s  

w h e n  t h r o w n  i n t o  a, s t a t e  o f  d e l i r i u m  t r e m e n s  b y  

b e i n g  s u d d e n l y  d e p r i v e d  o f  s t r o n g  d r i n k .  T h e  

q u a r r e l  a t  t h e  f e s t i v a l  a t  P r t i b h a s a  a ls o  a r o s e  i n  t h e  

m o s t  n a t u r a l  m a n n e r ,  a n d  i l l u s t r a t e s  i n  a  r e m a r k a b l e  

d e g r e e  t h e  t u r b u l e n c e  o f  t h e  a s s e m b l i e s  o f  Y M a v a s .

B u t  t h e  g r e a t  e v e n t  w a s  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  D w a r a k a ; 

a n d  n e a r l y  a l l  t h e  s u b s i d i a r y  d e t a i l s  i n  w h i c h  A.v- 

j u n a  i s  a l l u d e d  to ,  m a y  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  m y t h i c a l  t n -

2 According to the story already narrated the Xtishfe pronounced a curse that 
Shmba should bring forth an iron dub which should destroy the whotu race of*
Toxin, Subsequently Sfimha is said to have voided an iron bar, which Krishna 
ordered to be pulverized to atoms in order to prevent the fulfilment of the curse.
The atoms, however, were scattered on the sands of the sea-shore, amt from them, 
a number of iron reeds grow up us sharp a* swords. Acoordhtgiv, when the
Chieftains quarrelled at the (east, they are said to have killed each other with ,| 
these iron reeds; and in this manner the curse of the Paslus is said to have been jk 
frdrUlecL J



tei'polations of the Bralimanical compilers intended history <>1 

to connect Arjuna with this extraordinary catastro- r S  il 
pile. The statement that the sea rose to a great We
height, and overwhelmed the whole city, is not with- 
out a parallel in modern times; and indeed the ■’D"ai<kUft' 
terrible disasters which accompanied the cyclones of 
1864 at Calcutta and Masulipatam will never he for­
gotten by the present generation in .India/'

The narrative of the exile and death of the Pan- 
davas is evidently mythical, but calls for no remark, 1>atKlavM-> 
and may be permitted to tell its own story: —

Alter this Arjuna returned towards Hastmftpiir, and on 
his way ho met with Vylsa the sage; and Vyusa told him ;̂°r̂ ncoa; 
that Ids prosperity was now at an end. and that his strength 
had gone from him, and ho would no more be able to string 
his bow ; and that his worldly reign was over, and lie must 
now think only of the salvation of his soul. ”W hen Arjuna 
reached liaatinupur he told Raja. Yudhishttnra and- ins 
brethren all that had occurred, and of the advice which 
had 'been given to him by Yydsa; and they were much 
grieved at the tidings brought by Arjuna, and determined 
one and alt to follow the counsel which had been given by 
the sage.

Now after the death of .Abhimanyu, son of Arjuna, his Yu^itotwni f 
widow■ Uttara nave birth to a son named Parikahit j  and Wfin&ptir A“  , Paiikshu.: -id
Baja Yndhishthira, being resolved on retiring from the the K«j of in- 
world, gave the Raj of Hastindpur to Parikshit, the son of Voyuteu. 
Abhimanyu, and the Raj of Indra-prusfcha to Yuyutsu, the 
only surviving son of Maharaja Dritar&shtra j and Yudhish- 
thira particularly enjoined them to live in friendship and

■■ By those who were raiding in Calcutta, near the "banks of the river, in 1864, 
the memory of the great cyclone of the 5th October will ever be remembered. A 
night of’-Rind and rain was followed by. a tempest which increased in fury until it 
blew a tremendous Uumcane, which substantial buildings alone could withstand.
In the midst of this tumult of the elements, the river suddenly erose and over­
flowed its batiks to an extent which proved that had Calcutta been situated, like 
Pwtalut, near the sea-coast, the whole city must have been overwhelmed.
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HisTORt c>» perfect amity with each, other. Yadhishfcbira then tool: off 
his earrings and necklace, and all the jewels from his fingers

.".'and arms, and all his royal raim ent; and he and his
^AUranradi' 1 brethren, and their wife Draupadl, clothed themselves after 
««wae“oteea, P© manner of devotees, in vestments- made of the bark of 

trees. And, the five brethren threw the fire of their do­
mestic sacrifices and. cookery into the Ganges, and wont 
forth from the city following each other. First walked 
Yndhisht.hira, then Bhlma, then Arjuna, then Nakula, then 
Sahadeva, then Draupadl, and then a dog. And they went 
through the country of Banga towards the rising of the sun j 
and after passing- through many lands they reached the 

. .i>fe an the Himalaya mountain, and there they died one after the other, 
aH-Mutttins. and were transported to the heaven, of Indra.

Review of the The forogOing narrative of the closing scenes in 
th"eS the history of the Pandavas is overlaid in the Malta

' ~.....  Bharata with many puerile details of a Brahtnanieal
character from which nothing of value can be in- 

Mv'tiW«-;s for red. They involve some exaggerated moral pre- 
a.iteiH. cepts and At fanciful description of a hell; and as 

these can only serve to illustrate the later religious 
conceptions of the Hindus they may be reserved for 
future discussion.

(ionpiusioudf Here, then,' ends the great national poem of the 
iKt*? Malm Bharata, the treasury of Hindu history and 

fable, invested by modern interpreters with a deep 
religious meaning, and converted, as it were, into a 
testament for enforcing the worship of Krishna as 
the incarnation of Vishnu. Bat the light in which 
this matchless Epic is regarded by the modern 
Hindus may perhaps be best illustrated by the fol­
lowing paragraph which concludes the poem j and 
which, however absurd it may be to the European, 
is .unquestionably the living faith of the millions *

C '* 454. THE MAUA BFfAHATA.



who dwell in the Indian peninsula under British history oi?
liV BA'

r u l e **«*” ..
TRo reading of this Mahd'Bh&rata destroys all sin, and M odem H iM * 

produces v irtue; so much so, that the pronrmmatron o.t »v H u o srt^  
singlo si oka is sufficient to wipe away all guilt, This Maha 
Bharata contains the history of the gods of .the Rishis in 
heaven and those on earth, of the Gandharvas and the Ruk- 
shasas, f t  also contains the life and actions of the one God 
holy, immutable, and true, who is K r i s h n a w h o  is. the 
Creator and the ruler of this universe :, who is seeking* the 
welfare of his creation by means of his incomparable and 
iiulestractible power; whose actions are celebrated by all 
the sages; who has; bound human beings in a chain, of 
which one end is life and the other death; on whom the 
Rishis meditate, and a knowledge of whom imparts.unal­
loyed. happiness to their hearts; and for whose gratification 
and. favour all the daily devotions are performed by all 
worshippers. I f  a man reads the Maha Bharata, and has 
faith in its doctrines, ho becomes free from all sin, and 
ascends to heaven after his death. If  a man reads even 
the summary in the opening* .chapter of the Mahd BMrata 
every morning and .evening*, he is absolved ‘darn all the sins 
that he commits during the clay. As butter is to all other 
food; as Brahmans are to all other m en; as the Arunika 
chapter, which points out the way of salvation, is to all the 
four V edas; as amrita is to all other medicines j as the 
ocean is to a pool of water; and as the cow is to all other* 
quadrupeds;*—so is the Maha Bharata to all other histories.
He who on days of festival merely reads a small portion of 
the MhM BMrata, obtains the same advantages as is de­
rived from reading the whole. He who attentively listens 
to the si okas of the Maha BMrata,. and has faith in them, 
enjoys a long life arid solid reputation in this world, and an 
eternal abode in the heavens in the next.

I t  is called Maha Bharata, because once upon a time the 
gods placed, the MaM Bharata on one scale, and the Vedas 3Iafaft Bhftra*t!l* 
on the other ; and because the Maha BMrata weighed

' °  ‘ X V lt— FUfAL TIUOEPD->. ±0%
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' : ■■ ■"■■/. , ='- v ':‘ ■ 
h i s t o r y  o f  h e a v i e r ,  i t  w a s  c a l l e d  b y  t h a t  n a m e ,  w h ic h  B ijarnifios t h e

Ya:rt i i . g r e a t e s t  m  w e ig h t .*

4 This inythioal estimate of the comparative value of the Mahfi BMrat'a anil 
the Vedas is of some importance; inasmuch as it  indicates an attempt to exhibit 
the Hnilimamcai doctrines involved in the Muhh Bh&rata as overriding, the cariior 
religious belief which appears in the Vedas.

18I1B1
?; "f, ' [ END OF THE MA.HA BHAEATA.



PART i n .

HP i SODES IN THE MAH A Bit'All AT A.

CHAPTER I.

.LEGENDS OF KRISHNA.

T he episodes in the Malni Bh&rata are m y H1S™ ,^01'’ 
numerous, and, indeed, form the bulk of the poem, iurt in. 
but very few appear to possess any real Historical 
value. They chiefly consist of mythical fables in- 
tended to exalt the pretensions of the Brahmans, or 
to enforce the rules of Brahmanism, or caste. Ac­
cordingly they generally refer to miracles performed 
by certain Brahmanical sages ; to the rigour of their
austerities ; to their occasional adventures with cm 7 ' ,1 ostial nymphs or other women, which, led. to the
birth of heroes or heroines who were famous in tradi­
tion ; to the mastery of the passions, which enabled 
certain ascetics to resist the most powerful female 
allurements; or, at the best, they are extravagant 
stories of the devotion of a wife or the obedience of 
a son or a pupil. Accordingly, by far the greater ppr-
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history ov tion arc utterly devoid of historical significance, and 
lira in. may bo passed over as unmeaning: myths, belonging

Ata&enwoT. to an age long posterior to the Vedic' period, and.
iuutonwi vaduo. on |:Q ^hc main, tradition of the Mah.a Bh&-

rata for the purpose of imbuing the masses with. 
Importance of Brahmanical ideas. There is, however, one group 
Kristoft0 of legends, 'namely, those which refer to the life of 

Krishna, which cannot be passed over in silence. 
Many, as will already have been seen, are inter­
woven with the story of the great war ; but in ad ­
dition to those already indicated, there are. a series 
relating to the birth and. adventures of Krishna be­
fore his pretended connection with the .Pdndavas, 

Their sign hi- which are of twofold significance ; first, as authentic
canoe, historical o  '  - .. . .
andreu«\ous. traditions of the tribe of cowherds, known as Yada- 

vas, who succeeded in establishing a Raj in the 
peninsula of G am ut ; and, secondly, as religious 
myths intended to represent Krishna, the hero of 
the Y&davas, as an incarnation of the Supreme 

Throe otter Being known as Vishnu. In addition to theseimportant o
Krishna. legends there are three stories which are ' 

wiiii Krisi.ua. YajQâ ]g on account of their intrinsic merits,
and as belonging to three different epochs in Hindu 
history.. The latter, however, will be treated here­
after. For the present the attention may be con­
fined to the life of Krishna.

hi .4pd The historical character of Krishna as a hero(;hi,u'U«ter of i i ■ n tt i 1 iKmb.na M a may be briefly indicated. He appears to have be­
longed to a tribe well known in Hindi! history as 

TteYMsms. that of the Yddavas, or' descendants of Yadu. These 
Yddavas were a nomade race, who grazed cattle 
and made butter, and occasion ally migrated to dif­
ferent places accompanied by their cows and wag- ' 
gons. The time and circumstances under which



|  they first entered Hindustan are- alike unknown, history oi?
| At the "birth of Krishna they appear to have settled pakmi’l 
| in the neighbourhood of the city of Mathur&j the 
I modern Muttra, on the banks of the river Jiini- H.iuhb,>urtiootl
|  , l . , of Mathura.
|  uii, and about a hundred arid, twenty miles to the 
|  south, of the site of the ancient city of Hastin&pur.
|  Had such been their geographical position in the 
|  time of the great war of BMrata there would have 
|  been less reason- to doubt the connection of Krishna 
|  with the Pandavas; although as cowherds they

(were regarded with great contempt by the Kslia- 
trfyas, and were supposed to belong to the inferior 
I caste of Taisyas. But at the time when Krishna is ortho

I said to haye first come into contact with the Pair 
I d.avas, he and his tribe had already migrated to 
I Dwarakd, on the western coast of the peninsula of 

G-uzerat, which is at least seven hundred miles .from 
IlastinapiiT as the crow flies. Accordingly, it seems improbability nf 

£ impossible "that such relations as those said to haveI- , , ' the \adavas of
| subsisted between Krishna and the Pdndavas could f h ^ S o i  
| really have existed ; and this suspicion is confirmed Uas4il̂ nr-

I by the mythical character of every event which 
apparently connects the Yadava Chieftains of Dwd- 
raka with the royal house at Hastmupurb

The personal -character of Krishna will be found p,;reon2I5frlf 
| clearly Indicated In the legends. He was originally na'

|  1 Bajrt of Vijaya-nagur, who in the fifteenth century of the Christian era
I maintain nl a.supremacy over the -whole of the country south of the Krishna river,
I and thus possessod the last great ITindft empire which was established in India*
|  claimed to be descendants >f tiio Yadava tribe ;■. and it is a curious fact that it was 
I &oui one of the decayed Chieftoius of this fallen dynasty that the East India Com- 
f P«ny obfcftitieci ill the first half of the seventeenth century the grant of land on the 

coast of Coromandel, on which stands the modern city of Madras. The original 
grunt engraven on a gold plate appears to have been preserved for more than a 

i century; but was finally lost in IJifl, whoa Madras was captured by the French w
j  under LabourdoJtimis.

Ifi’i ■/ St
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K1uvmi *  a mere tJ4 wierd, stealing butter and performing 
.Past in. other similar pranks when a, boy, and .rendering 

A cowherd himself famous for Ills amours when he attained the
, years or manhood. About tins time Krishna and 

his companions, loft their encampment at a rural 
village named Vrind&vana, and paid a visit to the 
city of Mathura, where they appear to have con­
ducted themselves like boors and cowherds as they 
were. The time however appears to have been a 

Takes»partin critical one. KafMa, the. .Raja of Mathurd, was aii. popular move- ’ <■' ’
Raja'S“aanii carper, m:id seems. to have been unpopular with. h is 

tymii. gdbjects 5 and a tumult arose during a festival in 
Subsequent which he was slain by Krishna. Henceforth Krishna' 
wo the birth of is represented as a hero, and efforts were made toKrishna. x .

ennobie his birth by representing him. to have been 
in reality the son. of a chieftain of the tribe. How 
far these efforts were mythical may be gathered from 
the legends themselves.

RoJiguius The religious character of Krishna will be dig*
Afina. * cussed hereafter. It will be sufficient to. remark 
uoulf iS l i  ^ a t  he appears to have been opposed alike to the, 

worship of Siva and the worship of India. The first 
opposition appears natural enough, for as Krishna, 
was represented as an incarnation of Vishnu, he was 
of course opposed to the god Siva; the worshippers 
of Vishnu and those of .Siva being- in strong anta­
gonism for many centuries. But the opposition to 
India is remarkable, because Krishna induced the 
Yadavas to .worship the mountain Govarddliana in 
the place of Indra; an incident which would imply 
a conflict between a low Fetische worship and the 

Connection of worship of the Vedle deities. It will however be seen 
* bV'dwwor- hereafter that Krishna, was associated not only with J  

Musm. Fetich ism, but also with Buddhism j a circumstance
'• . ■ ' A ■ V 1A;.A'v ' .. . ■ . :: . A ' A ' ; ;g': ' ' • . A' j
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which would account for his opposition both, to the history or
■s v '1 # IN D IA .

worship of the Vcdic deities, and to that of the Linga part in: 
which is emblematical of the god Siva.2 3

The principal legends connected with the early se v ra k ^ d s^  

life of Krishna appear to be seven In number, viz.— KriSwfe of
1st, Birth of Krishna.
2nd, Infancy and boyhood of Krishna.
3rd, Krishna’s opposition to the worship of 

in dra.
4th, .'Love adventures of Krishna.
5th, Krishna’s adventures in Mathura.
6th, Krishna’s contest with Raja Kansa.
7th, Krishna’s life at Dwdraka in Guzerat.
These legends of Krishna may be related in their 

■ order us follows ; s

1. Birth of Krishna.
In- days of old the children of Yndu dwelt on both sides Tftd»yaWbt> 

of the river Jumnd, that is, in the village of Vrindkvana on —
the western bank of the river, and in the country of Gokula 
on the opposite shore. And tin Chiefs of that tribe were Suraaudvasu- 
Sura ond his son Yasudeva,

In  those days Raja Kansa ruled the Bhoias who dwelt in Hgrasena, R^a, 
the city of M athura which is nigh unto Vrmddvana .4 And deposed by ms 
.Raja Kansa was a wicked Raja. He had deposed his father Persecution of 

Ugrasena and reigned in his s tead ; for Kansa worshipped of viihimby uL
worshippers of

2 The historical and religious, aspect of this question will be discussed in a fu- t 
ture volume. It will be sufficient to remark in the present place that the religious j 
wars between the Buddhists and the Linga worshippers of the Bekhan is one of , 
the most important events in Hindu history.

3 The legends in connection with the life of Krishna are to be found in the 
Khila-Uarivausu-Parva, which is comparatively a modem supplement to the Mah& 
lihhrata. They are also to he found in the Bhagnvat-pnrhna, and Its Hindu 
paraphrase, the Pcem Sftgnr, The narrative in the text has been drawn up from 
Mr Eastwiek’s translation of the Them Sagur, compared with the abridgment in. 
the fifth book of the Vishnu-pure, ns, p. 491, 'Wilson’s translation.

4 The Bhojas are said to have been, a branch of tho YMavas, hut the foMion- 
sliip is ‘ try obscure.
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history of Siva, and IJgrasena worshipped Viaimu j and Ugrasena 
lOivi hi, would not pray to the god Siva when his son If  ansa

• ---------- requested him, i
K kfto°r Kow Devaka, who wag" the brother of Ugrasona, had a 
’Vasuiiova. daughter named Devaki. .And Dovaka said to his nephew 

/.ansa :• ~-a O Raja, unto whom shall I  give m j  daughter 
UcvaM in marriage ? ’ ’ And .Kanaa replied :— “  Give her in 
marriage to Vasudeva, the son of Hnra, Chief of the Yada- 
vasY So the marriage was agreed upon, and- when- the day 
liad .arrived for the nuptial ceremony/Sura, and his son 
Vasudeva, and all their kinsmen and friends, 'proceeded 
from the village of Yrinddyaanio the city of Mathura, and 
the marriage'rites-of Vasudeva and Devaki wore perforated 
according to the ordinance,

Mrken the marriage ceremony was over, the bridegroom 
YYr Wedding: and the bride ascended- u chariot, anil Raja Kansa drove the 

chariot with his own hand in the marriage procession. At
that moment there came a voice from heaven, saying :.0

Kansa, the son of Devaki will be your destroyer/-’ Thou 
Kansa was in a great fear, and seized Dovaki by her hair 
and dragged her from the chariot, and drew .his sword to 
slfty ilor- And Vasudeva trembled greatly, and besought 

S v t f 1 Kansa to spare his hand; and he said to Kansu:—“ No son 
s,‘iaK“,,“L 0s nine shall ever do you hurt, for I  will deliver into your 

hands every infant that is horn of Devoid.”  So Kansa 
listened to the words of Vasudeva and spared the life of 
.’Devaki,' /■ //;/./

K  ® b '  After m m J  % s  Dev aid con.cei.ved and bore a son who
OvRuinŝ ho vy‘13 earned Balamma, but the babe was carried away to the 
sou of Rohim, country of Gokula, which is on the other side of the river 

Jumna, and brought up as the child of Itohinf, who was an- 
& S.aic>nof ° tlier wife of Vasudeva. And Devaki conceived a gam, and 
Kansa’s efforts Kansa neard of it;  and he bound V asudeva and Devaki with 
iuiv.at. gvvos and manacles, and he fastened the doors of their

dwelling with locks and b a rs ; arid he ordered his mightiest 
warriors to keep constant guard round about the place, with 
elephants, lions, and dogs. And on a certain night the child 1
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Krishna was bora, and all the marks of,Vishnu were seen history o s  

upon h im ; and immediately after his birth the gyves and pABT lii. 
manacles fell from the hands of Vasudeva and Devaki, a n d — V
the doors opened of their own. accord,, and the guards were na. 
all thrown into.a deep slamber. So Vasudeva placod the XeHiiehS*

•babe in. a basket .which was used for winnowing com,, and 
set:it upon Ids head, and went to cross the river Jumiri. to1 T . _  Mrr̂ ’ulons
carry the babe to the country of Gokxila. Now when Vasu- !»«»* of-the
dova ontered the river, the waters of the Jumnd were very
deep, and rose. up. to Ms nostrils so that he was ;S.ore afraid j
and the child Krishna stretched forth, his foot and the waters
were stayed, and became shallow and fordable. At the same riwgmtt ssiate
time the rain began to fall; but the many-headed serpent, feds theInfant
Sesha-naga>- followed Vasudeva, and spread out his hoods so
as to cover the divine babe. So Vasudeva crossed the river
with the child, and carried it to the house of Nandi, who
was-a cowherd; and behold on that night Yasodd, who was
the wife of Nan da, had given birth to. a daughter. And
Vasudeva changed the infants, and Yasodd and Nanda knew
it not;"and -Krishna was brought up in the house of Nanda, Vasoda.
as his own son. • whilst Vasudeva returned across the river,
and gave the infant daughter of Yasodd to his wife Devaki.
At that moment the doors became locked as before, and 
Vasudeva and Devaki put on the gyves and manacles; and 
the infant cried aloud and awoke all the guards. And Kansa Kama seizes the 
hoard that the child was born, and he rushed on the spot da^hw <>e 
and seiaed the babe to slay i t ;  but the infant escaped from escapes fo10 

his hands, and ascended to heaven, crying :— “  0  .Kansa, thy lc‘vcu' 
foe has already been born, and now thou canst not escape 
alive.” Then Kansa was filled with wrath, and ordered that 
all the worshippers of Vishnu, young and old, should bo slaughter of the 
slain; and he commanded his warriors to make search for wsfinu a«dthis 
all young children throughout that country, and to slay every ’* * ' ' 111 *w" 
male child that possessed strength and vigour. And Nanda N»nd» width© 
and the cowherds at Gokula heard that Kansa was slaying Whute'to'Suija 
the infants, and they were in groat fear; and they loaded 
their carts with milk, butter, and curds, and they took with
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h is t o r y  otp t h e m  s i l v e r  m o n e y ; ,  a iic l c a r r i e d  t h e m  a l l  t o  M a th u r i l ,  a s  t r i -  

■ r Irate to Ra,ja Ran sad
------- -■: —. After this Kaiisa sent many wicked demons m various
Kftnsato slay ' forms to slay the infant .Krishna. 1'he first assumed the 

shape of a beautiful woman with a poisoned nipple"; and 
when she offered her breast to Krishna he -seized it and 
sucked away her life. Next a demon got into a on,rt whilst 
Krishna was sleeping beneath i t ; but the infant kicked 
against the cart, and broke it into a thousand pieces, and. 
thus slew the demon. A third came in the form of 'a whirl­
wind, but Krishna dashed him against a stone-and he fell 
down dead.

2. Infancy arid boyhood of Krishna.
infancy of When Krishna and his elder brother Balara.oia began to
BjOar^nTld 'grow, they rejoiced the hearts of their mothers, Yasodti and

Ik-hirn. A n d .  they were dressed in frocks of blue and yellow,
and. their hair was trimmed like the wings of a crow ; ! and.
wooden ornaments were hung from their necks, and they

I'iliiitfeTi Kara- ]xti.d v»h.ivtiling's in their hands. .After a while they began to Iwtsof Krishna 1 * n  , . " , ,
andBnior&raa. craw] about the courtyard upon their knees, and to stumble

and fall, and prattle lispingly. And their mothers Ymrnda
and Robini followed close behind them, lest they should be
frightened and fall down ; and sometimes when they fell
they took, hold of the tails of the calves and heifers and
pulled themselves up again.

Yswdfi- about to ’ One day Yasodii was very angry with Krishna, because 
he would eat dirt, and she took a stick to beat M m; hut 

K S f "  when she came to him he opened his mouth, and she looked 
in and saw the three w orlds; and she marvelled greatly lor 
a while, and then remembered it no more.

Ghurniugday One morning after this, YasodAand.all the"cowherdesses
in r,h,f house of _ __ ..._} . _a__ ___________ -__:__ _— ;---------
N amla and
Aai >d4. s rpjio account of Baja Kanfia is supposed by many to have been borrowed from

the Gospel account of King Herod. "Whether this he the case or not, it is certain 
j that most of the details aro mythical, and inserted for the purpose' of ennobling the

birth of Krishna. , , .A
6 This simile implies that the top of the head was shaved, whilst the black:

hair was left on each side of the head. Many Hindu children arc shaved in this 
manner, though some have the whole head shaved, sides and all.
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arose very early to sho rn ; and they .-wept and cleansed the history of

house, and  plastered it  with frdsh cow-dang,, and each took vS t'hi.
her own' churn and sat down to make "butter. Meantime “
the noise awakened Krishna, arid he began crying for Ids food,
but no one heeded him. Then the lad. was filled with wrath, Petulance of
and took the staff out of his m other's churn, and began to
kick and cry ; aud Yasodd took, him on her lop, and coaxed
him, and gave him some milk and. bread and batter. W hilst
Krishna .was eating, a cowherdess ran in and cried out
that the milk was boiling over; and Yasodd set the lad
down upon the ground, and ran off to sav e the milk. Mean- Krishna'sP , pranks with htH
while Krishna broke the vessels of curds aud butter-milk, mother’s chopi.
and began to eat the butter, and give i t  to the other boys
who were there. When Yasodd returned she was very down two
wroth, and tied Krishna to the churn, but he ran away with
it until it  was caught between two trees j and he tore down
the two trees, and when the people came up to see what ho
had. clone, they found him laughing between the trees and
sitting upon the churn.

After this, the Y&davas moved away from Gokula, and 
set off with their waggons and cattle for the village o f t0 Vrinunvana. 
Vrindavanap and here Krishna and Balandina lived like two 
cow-boys along with the cows and ■cowherds. And when 
Krishna was a lad he began to play his p r a n k s ; and he went 
out and stole the butter and curds which the cowhordefeses KnaWna steals 
had made ; and when they told his mother, he said that 
they did not tell the truth ; and the women gazed upon his 
face and smiled, and went their way. And demons came to FJIl™any•s aomons.
slay Krishna, and ono came in the shape of a cow, and 
another in the shape of a crane, and another as a great ser­
pent ; but he fought, and killed them all.7

Aud it came to pass.that the Raja of the Rain saw that the 
Hot Season was parching up the country of Vrind&vana; 
and he took compassion, upon the beasts and birds and liv­
ing creatures, and assembled all his warlike clouds from

' 1 Krishna's; triumph over the great serpent K&lffii was at one time supposed 
to he $0 rroweit from the triumph of Christ over Satan. There appears however 
to he no '.'illusion whatever to the bruising of the Serpent's head in the sense in 
which it is understood by Christian commentators.
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i r  stout or every quarter, and wont fort!.’ to battle against the Hot 
Season. Then the clouds. thundered like kettledrums, amit Alii aJlI. . , _ : -

—---------— flew through th e 'a ir  like mighty heroes; whilst the .light-
:'ih^oud"fjii1' ning flashed like the glittering of swords and spears •; and 

e <irray, long rows of crane3 fluttered their white wings like tho
waving of many ’banners., and the frogs and peacocks raised 
their voices like bards cjhaunting tho praises of great-Bajas; 
and the heavy drops o f rain fell like a shower of arrows 

CfwrHt of the How when the Hot Season saw his enenvy advancing in such 
gallant army, he fled with all haste from the thirsty glams; 

.Toy of tin; And the 'Bain refreshed the Earth, as a husband refreshes•EaH.ii, .
his spouse after a separation of many days ; and the Barth 
opened her bosom to her lord, and brought forth, frui ts and 
flowers to p ay ‘obeisance to their father. And the country 
of Vrindavana appeared like a beautiful woman adorned 
with all her jew els; and tho lakes and rivers were filled with 
water \ and the trees waved their branches to and fro, whilst 
the cuckoos, and. the pigeons, .mil, the. parrots poured'.forth. 

Festivities of thoir joyous strains. And all the cowherds arid cowhei‘desses
j1.i1 cowherd- of ’Vrindivana gave themselves: up to mirth and p lay ; and 

they put on red and yellow garments, and began to sw ing in 
swings, and to sing with loud, voices-their hymns, of welcome 
to the Rains.

Krisinja piayst A t . this time Krishna and. hi a companions went put to th e 
piisWb pastures with tho cows, and sported about ifi the jungle; 
Conf'uriou of uie And Krishna played upon his flute, and all the young dam- 
Vrind4va»a. eels of Vrind^vana heard him, and said one to the other.:—

“ Krishna is now playing and dancing amongst, the cows, 
but. a t evening time he will return hither and wo shall be- 

Krishna hides hold, him.-” And one day the daiusehb went down to tho 
thodamsie, river Jimma to batlie ; and Krishna saw them ,.and carriedwho are bathing t
in tho Jumttu' away .their clothes, and climbed up a t ree;  and he made each 

damsel come out of the- water and receive h er clothes at .his 
hands. And Krishna said :— “  Take not amiss the  lesson I 
have given you ; for the god V'aruna dwells-in the water, and 
no one should bathe in it without clothes.” 4

8 This implied lesson .seen js to be an after-thought of the author, to impart a 
religious significance to the dubious prank played by the incarnation of Vislmu,
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$. i v n s h m ' i  opposition tc the w orship o f  In d ra , mm\,,
i1 jl ■* , g/-"-. ' ' , P.*j<r i i i :

Now- the custom was for the people of Vmiddvarm to hold f)ig ~ fc 
a great feast on the fourteenth day of the dark half of the 
month K irtik a ; and on that day they bathed, and washed dl* 
their clothes, and filled a Square place with saffron and san- 
rlal wood, and offered sweetmeats to Indra, together with 
cakes, fried in hatter-and oil, and incense and. lamps. When KUshm cm,n- 
Krishna saw what'was going oh, ho said to his father :— ^ ‘tofriSscrt 
ts Why worship Indra as the Supreme God ? He cannot rn'm 
grant prosperity, for that is acquired by our religious merits, nwn»mow9K 
and when he is defeated by the Asuras, ho flies away arid 
hides himself: 0  father, we are Vaisyas, and our cattle live 
upon th e ’pastures ; L et ns, therefore, cease to worship In- 
dra, and pay our devotions to the mountain Govnrddh&naN 
So Nanda and the cowherds obeyed the words of Krishna-. The YAdavas 
and they placed the sweetmeats, and the fried cakes, and wiouat£rl!>e 
other things they had prepared, in large baskets, and brazen 
dishes arid pots, and carried them in carts to the mountain 
Govardclhana, whilst a band of musicians accompanied them 
and played all the way. ■ W hen they reached the place, they 
swept and cleaned the ground all round the mountain, and 
sprinkled water, and arranged the  cakes and sweetmeats in 
order, and spread garlands upon the mountain. Then Nanda 
and all the cowherds summoned the family priest and prayed 
to the-mountain. Then Krishna assumed a second form as Krishna.ippem-s 
the genius of the mountain, and manifested himself to all. the S u R S * ? *  
people ; and Krishna in Ids first form as a cowherd bowed Ul<5 H!ou,!t;!'n- 
reverentially to the mountain, and all the cowherds and.cow- 
herdessoa did the same, s a y i n g “  W hen '. did Indra ever 
manifest himself as (lovarddhana has done ? ”  And the o w -  omaringof i-nkps
k -i t , -i - , -i ,1 i , and sweetnM'iits.

Jrds and. .cowherdesses presented the cakes and sweetmeats *<*.**»« moun- 
to the mountain-.; and Krishna in the form of the genius of 

' t the mountain stretched forth Iris arms and began to eat the 
(hod. Then Krishna in his own form, and all the people 
who wore there, walked in adoration round the mountain, 
and returned merrily to Vrindrivana. And all the cowherds Sports of a,®

; t  and cowherdesses rejoiced greatly, and they painted marks on cowhTd*'



m s i OBT of all the  cows and calves, and  fastened small bells arid tinkling’ 
I n d ia . ornam ents round their necks-, and  engaged in  every k in d  of 

- r - r ~ r r  ~—~ spo rt and pastim e.
• . When, however, Xndra saw that the Yldavasliadforsaken

dowi^raiunf^ M;S worship and made their offerings to the mountain, he'was 
tlW very wroth, and commanded the Baja of the clouds to go 

Viiudiiviina. wpp ap [ps host, and pour down such a  deluge -as should 
wash away the mountain and all the country of Yriridavana. 
So the Baja of the clouds obeyed the commands of Indra, 
and all the people of Vrind&vana came to Krishna trembhng 
with fear; but Krishna cried out:—“ Fear n o t ! The moan- 

roirihriarenders tain himself shall protect you.” Then Krishna by his divine 
/l.'i.v'iiot. L!<i power made- the mountain fiery hot y and ho. raised it up. with 
ITi'riicoVie IV  the little finger of his left hand, so that it covered all. the 
iinmiiiMuia. pe0 p]e ]jp0  an umbrella. And it. Was told to Indra that all

the rains poured down by the Raja of the clouds fell upon the 
mountain .with a-hiss.; and he went himself and rained with­
out ceasing for seven days and nights, but not a drop fell 
upon the people-of Vrmddvana. So Indra returned to his 
abode in Swarga, and Krishna set down the mountain in its 
proper place as it had been before; after which Indra and 

i>idrn woroWp# all the gods came t-o Krishna and did homage before him as 
sV.pivmeLoed. the God of gods and Lord of all.

4. Love A d ven tu res o f  K r ish n a .

KrNhua dance* After this, on the night of the fall moon in the .month 
women of K&rtrka, Krishna went out into the jungle and played. Upon 
M O T L  the flute j and all the women of Vriod&vanu heard-the sweet 
full moon. no(.es of fc]ie ,flato ana were filled with love for Krishna, and

followed him into the jungle. And Krishna led the women 
to the bank of the Jumnd, and they all danced and sang 
round him in a ring, until he appeared like the moon sur- 

Disfippows with rounded by a circle of stars. Presently Krishna disappeared 
bVV'V!'' from amongst them, for he had a beautiful mistress named 

Badhika; and he went away to wander, with his favourite 
d a m s e l  beneath the light of the full moon. And all the 

SwrowoP thu Other women sorrowed greatly, and sought for Krishna in 
vnnmn, all aifc ctioiAS, but they found him not. And presently they
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saw a mirrojr upon a bed of .leaves, -and one said to the history of 
other :— “  W lien Krishna sat down to wreathe the long’ back vui'/'iri.
hair of Raclhika, she could not see his face; and she held --------
up the mirror and saw his divine countenance whilst he be- Finding of tii« 
bel'd the face of his b e l o v e d M e a n t i m e  Krishna was walk- pinfold,,, -,u of 
ing with Radhika, but her soul was elated with pride, and Raaiul u 
she thought herself better than Krishna, and she said to 
him :— u  0  my beloved, I  am weary, and I  pray you to carry 
me upon your shoulders.” And .Krishna sat down and 
smiled, and beckoned her to mount ; but when she stretched Krishna amn- 
fbrth her hand, he vanished from her sight, and she ;re. ‘ ',Ll K * 
rnainod alone with outstretched .hand. And Radhika wept rfo w n  find 
very bitterly, and the-other women.'saw-her, and approached, ^urnwithffor 
her, and led her back to the bank of the J unini.

Whilst the women were sitting by the river, mourning &i«hna return 
the absence of their beloved Krishna, he suddenly appeared 10 n’( v< UH'“‘ 
amongst them, and their sorrow was turned into great joy.
And Kris hr a multiplied himself into mam forms, so that MutUpU® feiue 
each cowherdess thought that she had Krishna to herself: “ " y j6" ' "m  

and the women joined hands two and two, and between each. v' ^ ef*J* ■' 11) ClVCtlI$Y'
two was a Krishna ; and. the Krishnas and the damsels AajUw“ 
danced together in the circular dance, until their necklaces 
of jewels were snapped asunder, and their wreaths of flowers 
had fallen to  the ground, and the drops of perspiration, 
glistened on their brows like rows-of pearls, and their raven 
tresses hung down upon their fair faces like young snakes 
clinging for nectar to the full moon. And the Krishnas and gporttnn in the 
the cowherdosses gratified every desire of their hearts j and nverJu“ lA 
they all went down into the river Jumna, and sported and 
gambolled in the waters • and the moon, surrounded by the 
stars,' was fascinated with the sight,, and sent down nectar 
with its beams.

5. K r is h n a h  A d ven tu res m  M a tk u rd .

Now it so-happened that Raja Kansa performed a great <iai» K*™ w-r- 
sacrifieo to the god Siva in the city of Mathura, and many '
fighting men and wrestlers went to the city to exhibit their iJjfeiS?'* 
skill before the Raja. And Krishna and his brother
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HiSTaity op Bnlan'mn went, to Mafchurd With, the other 'cowherds ‘ and all 

p^lfur. women of Vrinddvana sorrowod at the departure of
-; ■  ----- Krishna^ - Now when they .entered the city, their clothes

httiar&mi’Roto were very ..old and dirty, and they saw the washerman of 
m nthiini. the Baja laden with, bundles of washed clothes; and they
t lw te Z m  prayed the washerman to lend them now clothes, but the 
ot tbo^ja. man WOuld not. Then Krishna and the other cowherds fell 

upon the washerman and belaboured him, and Krishna 
struck him so that his head flow off like an ear of com. 

Amusing wis- go Krishna and his companions seized the garments that 
do/heaCieiW1 ™e wasJ&ermaH had washed, and began to put bhetft on;

but they were rude .cowherds, and understood not the 
rai ment, and some thrust their arms into the drawers whilst 
others drew the jackets on to their legs, And, Krishna 
laughed as he behold his companions, but presently .a tailor 
came tip, and Krishna requested him to dress-the cowherds; 
and the tailor obeyed the request, and set to work with all 

KrisVwiH&w. speed and fitted the clothes upon the cowherds, and Krishna 
the tniior. to warded nun by forgiving rum all ins gins.®
rimiy aijrjress of After this a woman who was humpbacked appeared be-
wt.',i 11 fore Krishna, and her name was Kubja. A ndsho said;— u.l

am the handmaid of Baja-Kansa, and my duty is to anoint. 
him with, saffron and sandal; and 1 pray you to permit me 
to do the same for you.?J .So Krishna gave hot! leave,..and 

Krishna she did so. Then Krishna took compassion upon-the hurop-straighfcwis thf! , , , . . a . , .j, ' . ■> , .
hwiipbuei and backed woman, and. ho placed his ioet upon her feet, and hisrenders On* . . .
young »mi. two fingers beneath her dim , and raised her up, so that..she
bff.ut.lrut. . .. . , .

became quite straight, and by the touch ot xxrishna she was 
Kirowfiffars -rendered young and beautiful. And Kubja seeing that, she 
Krishna imdi» was now very beautiful j prayed Kri shna to come to her 

house; aaid Krishna took her by the hand and said ;— “ I 
will come and meet you when I  have slain Baja Kansa.”
So Kubja wont to her own house, and filled a square place 
with saffron and sandal, and rejoiced greatly in the hope of 
receiving Krishna.10

9 The grounds upon which Krishna seems to have forgiven the sins of the 
tailor seem to form a craves; io of Christianity.

. 10 The similarity between this story and two events recorded in the Gospel nar-
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Meanwhile Krishna and: his compumbri's approached the n ts im i #  
•gate whicll was called the gate of the bow; and here was ftItTni 
placed the great bow of Siva, which w.as as long as three ^rWiiiatavaSia 
palm trees, and so heavy that no man could lift it. And thebowof ft*, 
the Warders of the gate, seeing the cowherds approaching, 
cried out’to them to keep their distance, for that this was a 
royal gate, and no man could go through it excepting the Raja.
But Krishna and those who were with him pretended riot to 
h e a r  the warders, and went straight.to the place where the 
bow of Siva was lying. .And Krishna took up the how and 
broke it as an elephant 'breaks a sugar cane ; and the air 
was filled with I he mighty sound of the breaking oi the bow.
The a the warders rushed upon the cowherds, hut Krishna Krishna slays 
withstood- them with great power and slew them all. And tbo'iMn̂ *’ A 
the people who looked on said one to the other :— “ Surely 
these'-two'men will slay Raja Kansu.”  .Meantime the. Raja Raja Kama 
himself heard the mighty sound, and demanded oi his serv- of Krishna and 
ants the reason thereof; and they uncovered their heads 
and said “ Two men of" the Tadava tribe, named Krishna 
and Rakrama, have entered the city of Mathura and made a 

: great uproar, for they have broken the mighty bow of Siva, 
and slain all the warders.”  At these words Kansa sum­
moned many fighting men, and ordered them to go and
nut the two cowherds to death ; but Krishna and Baiarama Krishna amst r  1 * .. .. , Bakrama
fell upon the fighting men and slew them as they, had »iwwhtertiu>. .<1 L u  1 flghting'inen ok
already skin, the warders* Then the two brothers returned Kimsa.

1 to the place where the' Yadavas had pitched i.heir tents, and 
: Krishna showed to his father hi an da the clothes that he had
; taken from the washerman of Baja Kansa. And hTahda Krishna warm-<i
s said :— “ O' Krishna, will you never cease your pranks ? hy iViUun’"

rative, is two striking to bo passed over without notice. The healing of the woman 
who had been bowed down for eighteen years, and who was made straight by 
Christ- on. the Sabbath day, and the incident of the woman who broke an alabaster 

; box of spikenard, and poured, it upofchis head, seem to have been thrown together
an the legend of Kabja. (OompriT;uke xiii. 2; and Mark xir. 8.) The compilers 
of the Vile of Krishna appear however to have been compelled to garble the inci­
dents in order So bring them into conformity with tlio amorous character of the 
Yudava boro. It is subsequentlyrelated with some grossness of detail, which has 
bom omitted from the present text, that Krishna ultimately visited Kubja and gra­
tified all her desires.
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hist,ob y OT Remember that this is nob the forest of Gokula, or the 
pom h i. village of Yrinddvana, h ilt the city of Raja Kansa; therefore 

keep my counsel in mind, and work not any. mischief here.”

6. K rish n a ’s contest w ith K a m a , R a ja  o f  M a th u ra . 

nos!leasness of Now on that night Raja Kansu was filled with anguish,Kfuisa. 11 t i l l
bind ho had no rest whether he rose up or whether he sat 
down, but ho told no man of his deep anxiety. Alter a 
while- he lay down upon his bed, but for the space of three 

portentous watches he could not sleep. Then he fell into a shortdreams of . „ , .
Kmm. slumber, and ho saw m  a dream the phantom of his own 

body moving about without a head ; and the phantom ap­
peared to be bathing naked in the sand : and it swallowed 
poison and rode along upon an ass ; and it dwelt with goblins 
in a cemetery, wearing a garland of blood-red dowers j and 
flaming trees were all around it with young children sitting 

Xaiw* orders thereon. And Kama rose up from his bed in great terror, 
Jm-^rean18 10 and sent for all his ministers and said:—“ Let the great 
phiwtioiiof arena bo swept and sprinkled with water, and summon 

thither all the Chieftains and people of the Yddavas, and all 
the Rajas who have Come from afar, and after a while I 
myself will go into the arena.” Then the ministers caused 
the arena to be swept and sprinkled, and they threw a 

. canopy over it, and spread it with silken cloths, and they
hung it with flags and garlands and strings of flowers, and 
ordered the musicians to play aloud and summon all men 

Asgomhiy of th<3 into the arena. And a vast multitude came and took the 
^opje‘.,d Mw seats which were allotted them j and Raja Kansa came filled 

with pride, and sat himself upon a raised throne ; and the 
gods seated in their ears began to look down from the sky. 

XrjUmamuI And at the dawning of the morning, Narnia and all the
;ippr,«xoh uw chief cowherds entered the assembly, and Krishna ami Bala-WRttn dî getttawd .. . t
#ju8Bie». raraa and the other young cowherds followed them dis­

guised as jugglers. When Krishna and Balaruma arrived 
at the gate of the arena, they saw the furious elephant that 
belonged to Raja K ansa; and that elephant had the strength 
of ten thousand elephants, ahd stood at the gate swaying Ids

r.
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body to and fro. Tb.en Balarama called out to the keeper hiswby of 
of the e l e p h a n t “  Take the elephant away and give as a 
passage to the Raja, or I will dash him down, and destroy ^ “ ~ 07  
both him and you." At these words the keeper was in a 
rage, and nrgod on his elephant.'against the cowherds ; hub 
Balarama swung round iris fist and buffetted the elephant so »w: K,lllsa- 
that it drew up its trunk and fell backwards with a loud roar.
Ar id all the warriors of Raja Kansa were, looking on, and the 
driver knew that he should be slain unless he conquered the 
striplings ; and he plunged his goad into the elephant, and 
drove him against Balanima and his brother Krishna, Then 
that elephant in its might and fury seized Krishna with its 
trunk, and threw him upon the ground, and would have 
gored him, but Krishna remained in safety between its 
tusks. Then Balarama seized the elephant by the trunk 
and Krishna caught it by the ta il; and they sported with 
the elephant, like children sporting with a calf. Then-Krishna tills 
Krishna pulled the tail of the elephant, and swung him aud its driver, 
round -and dashed him down, and buffetted him to death 
with his lists ; and he tore away its tusks with his two hands 
so that the blood flowed forth like a river. And the driver 
shouted aloud in defiance, but Krishna slew him and cast 
him under the feet of the elephant; and Krishna and Bala­
rama carried a tusk in each hand, and entered the arena in 
great joy.

Now when Krishna entered the assembly, the cowherds Different ideas
_ i , . of the people

thought he was their -companion, and the wrestlers thought »nd the gtrig 

he was a wrestler; but the damsels of the city thought that Krishna, 
he was a miracle of comeliness, and the Rajas thought that he 
was a Raja, whilst the gods on high knew him to be their 
Supreme Lord. And Kansa cried out with a loud voice :— of
“ 0  wrestlers, down with these two men and slay them, 
or else force them away from my presence.” Then the TbtMvrcstiera 
Wrestlers advanced and said to the two brothers :— “ Our Krishna ami 
Raja is sad to-day, and desires to amuse himself with our 
wrestling : Be pleased, therefore, to wrestle with us and 
gratify the Raja.”  Krishna replied:—“ We are but ignorant Krishna's 
children; how then shall we encounter you ? Nevertheless,
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Hi story of as it  is the will of the Raja, we- will do as yon say.! hut do 
TNm. f. exert y0ur force and dash us down, for we seek only to

• -... .........— gratify the Raja.”  Then two m ighty  wrestlers came Out and
fflartiaistoy confronted Krishna and Balariutmj and they began to 
..tow w «u. WT.estj0  ̂ jiea(j witli head, arm with arm, eye with eye, leg 

with leg, pouncing, grappling, snatching, and tagging. And 
the people cried o u t f,‘ Shame upon the wrestlers- for fight­
ing such children ”  And whilst they were thus speaking 
Krishna and Balariima hurled the two Wrestlers backward 
and slew them upon the spot; and all the other wrestlers 
came up and were slain in like manner by Krishna and 
Balararna.

joy of tho Then all the people were filled with joy, a nd the musici-
S*Sr ,l 1 ‘tl0 ans played aloud, and the gods showered down flowers from 

heaven; hut Kansu cried out in a rage :— <( Why is the 
music sounded, and why are the people rejoicing at the vic- 

Kin.WbiK'tere toiy of Krishna ? Seize the two yonng striplings, and hind 
Kvi:£liwar °f them, and take them out of the assembly ; and go and bring 
thB orS*iif‘ld hither my father Ugrasena, and the treachefons Yasudeva 
1 ( C S  VM8- and his wife Devaki : Wo will slay them first and then put 
KriaiiiiarigeR to death the two brethren.” At these words Krishna rose 
Sur‘a.1 !'irhl,) up clothed in mail, and a helmet was upon his head, and he 

held a shield in one hand and a double-edged sword in the 
other. And Baja Kansa stood up in great alarm, and began 

g o f  to tremble -violently. And Krishna and Kansa fought des­
perately, and at last Krishna seized the Raja by the hair, 
and dashed him down and leaped upon him so that his life 
departed from his body. And the people cried ou t:— 

ufiS"8*af <f Krishna has slain Kansa 1 ”  And gods, and men, and sages 
were filled with joy* And the gods rained down flowers and 
sounded the great kettledrum ; and the hearts of all the 
men and women of Mathurh expanded on beholding the 
countenance of Krishna, as the lotus expands on beholding 

Tho T: m» per* the full moon. And Krishna dragged the corpse of Raja
form the y cl ,
f memi rites. Kansa to the river Jumna, and the Rams of Kansa arose ancl
for Kansa. 7

took corn-age, and -vent to the banks of the Jumna and per­
formed the obsequies of their lord.

After this Krishna released Yasudeva and Devaki from

' i 'W'  wy
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their ’bonds, and placed the old Raja 'Ugrasena upon the history of 
throne of Mathura ; and all tiny cowherds returned, to Vrin- pl̂ i  TO
d&vana, but Krishna and Balariima reynamed in the city —------
Matlumi And Krishna went to the house of Kubja, and'i«wc* visadwa

'irul Devtiki, and
gratified all her desires.

Now the two Ranis of Raj a Kansa were th e  daughters of hu-one. 
Jarasaud.ba;, .Raja of M a g a d h d fo r  when Kansu was Very 
ytiling he marched an army against Jarasandha and defeated v,‘“
Iran, and Jjxrasandna gave mm  ins two daughters m  marnage, i*,û m a by 
And when. Kansa was dead the two Ranis re tu rn ed  to the l™Ui" 
house of their father, and told him how Krishna and Bula- 
ram a had put their husband to death ; and Jarasandba was 
filled with wrath and prepared to do battle against the 
Yildavas, And Jartisanclha made war against Ugrasena,

"and-Krishna- defeated him seventeen times. Then Yama Marehwan 
assembled an army of barbarians to aid Jar&aandha, and b»m«s dRainst, * . .  ... Mathurd.
they had track necks and arms, large teeth, brown hair, and. 
red eyes. And Jardsandha inarched with an army of thirty 
millions of these unclean, barbarians against Mathnrd; and Kri*iiB*amithc 
Ugrasena, and Krishna, and all the inhabitants of Mathura of
and Vrinddvana, migrated to the city of Dwtirakd, which is 
in the country of G uzerat nigh unto the western sea.

7 . K rishna's life a t Dwdrakd.

A fter this Balaraina took to  wife Revatf, who was the
J  Imlar&ma with

daughter of Raja Raivata ; and Krishna married Ruknafm, K«r*Uii- 
the daughter of Blnshmaka, Raja of Vidarbha. Now Kmhrta oarrfw; 
Rukmiru was betrothed to Sisupala. hut on the nuptial day thmimighterof

. . 1 , 1 tlin Tiifja of
she went with all her companions and maidens to worship m  vidarb'u. 
the temple of the goddess Durgd, when Krishna saw her and 
took her by th'e hand and' carried her away in his chariot.
Arid Riikmin, who was the brother of the damsel, and Sisn- 
pala, to whom she was betrothed, followed after Krishna, but 
lie defeated them both, and brought away Rukmim to the 
city of Dwdrakd, and married her according to the ordinance. Satr,|.:i hi_
And Rukminl bore a sod to Krishna, and his name was
Pradyunma. ...............................  I w U t o

And there was a certain Chieftain of the Yddavas named ]*0*J“ r e 11



histouyo f  Satrajit, and ho had a very  precious gem ; and one day he 
pla-fm Pu* the gem upon hi'i neck and went into the assembly of

----- —.... . the Y;idavas. And the minds of all men were captivated by
the sight of the gem,, and Krishna asked Satidijit for it, but 
Satrajit went away and delivered it into the charge of his 
brother Prasena. And Prasena took the jewel, and went 
out into the forest to hunt, and a lion met him and slow him. 
And the lion took the gem in his mouth and departed with 
it, but was attacked and killed by Jiimbavat, the Raja of 
the Bears; and Jiimbavat kept possession of the gem.

Krishna Meanwhile Satrdjit suspected Krishna of having slain
Khi^the his brother Prasena for the sake of the gem ; and this was 
covers it from told to Krishna, and he collected a .number of Yddavas and 

went forth in search of .Prasena, and followed the marks of 
his horse’s hoofs until ho came to the spot whore he had 
been killed. And all the people saw that Prasena had been 
slain by a lion, and acquitted Krishna of having taken the 
gem. But Krishna followed the footsteps of the lion, and 
found that the lion had been killed by Jiim bavat; and he 
fought- against Jaufbavat and subdued him, and J&mbavat 

Krishna marries presented him with the gem, and gave him his daughter 
Jiimbavat t in marriage. After this Krishna returned to 
Pwaraka and gave the gem to Satrajit, who then knew that 

&'Tries , Krishna had not slain Prasena. And Satrajit gave Krishnahatyftfohitmdk , . , , °  . , .. .Uc tUu(?hter of Ins daughter batyabhama m marriage, and presented, him
wit h the gem as dowry, but Krishna desired him to keep
the jewel.

Murrlw of Now before Satyabhatnd had been given to Krishna she
had been sought in marriage by many Y&davas; and they 
were greatly enraged with Satrajit, and one of them killed 
Satrajit in his sleep and obtained possession of the gem. 
When Krishna heard what had. been done he followed the 

dfJ!lth> man and slew him with his chakra; but the man had made
over the gem to the charge of Akrura, and it remained ever 
afterwards in the possession of Akrura.

Krishna’s love And Krishna married many wives and took many con- 
i w S i t o  cubines, and all his life he was famous for his love of women j
of winy.

. f g  j  ( c j
4 7 6  THE' MAHA BHAKATA. ...J
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a n d  M r e ld e r  brother Ualar& ma w as in  iilto  m an n e r e v e r  histomt of
, ........... . .  . . . .  in dia .

fam ous fo r h is  love, or w ine . j>AKX m .

T h e  f o r e g o i n g  l e g e n d s  r e s p e c t i n g  K r i s h n a ,  s o  f a r  Ewiowof 

a s  t h e y  r e f e r  t o  h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  c h a r a c t e r ,  a p p e a r  to  c a l l  

f o r  n o  p a r t i c u l a r  r e m a r k .  T h e y  s u f f i c i e n t ly  i l l u s t r a t e  

b o t h  t h e  l o w  o r ig in  o f  K r i s h n a  a s  a  c o w h e rd .,  a n d  

t h e  d i s o r d e r  a n d  v i o l e n c e  w h ic h  p r e v a i l e d  i n  t h e  

Y a t l a v a  t r i b e .  I n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  t r a d i t i o n s  w h ic h  c o n -  Difference hi
1 i , , , , . Wie charaefer of

n o c t  K r i s h n a  w i t h  t h e  P & n d a v a s ,  a n d  w h ic h  h a v e  a l -  f f f i g g k  
r e a d y  b e e n  i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  M a h d  B h a r a t a ,  K r i s h n a  

i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  a  h i g h e r  a n d  b e t t e r  c h a r a c t e r .  H i s  interwoven
1 °  . ; _ , n  i ,  t i w ith th o a t*

a m o r o u s  t e m p e r a m e n t  i s  b u t  b r i e f ly  n o t i c e d ,  a n d  h e  m  great 

s t a n d s  p r o m i n e n t l y  f o r w a r d  a s  a n  e x p e r i e n c e d  w a r ­

r i o r ,  w i t t y  i n  h i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  a r d e n t  i n  h i s  f r i e n d ” 

s h ip s ,  a n d  a  c o m f o r te r  t o  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  i n  a f f l i c t i o n .

B u t  in  t h e  p r e s e n t  s e r i e s  K r i s h n a  i s  l i t t l e  b e t t e r  t h a n  

o b o o r ,  w i t h  s o m e  s e n s e  o f  h u m o u r  a n d  d e c i d e d l y  

m is c h ie v o u s  p r o p e n s i t i e s ,  a n d  a b o v e  a ll  w i t h  a  

s t r o n g  a m o r o u s  t e m p e r a m e n t .  T h e  d e i f i c a t io n  o f  

s u c h  a  h e r o  a s  a n  i n c a r n a t i o n  o f  V i s t r a u  f o rm s  a  c u r i -  llK dr'4 'u ” " 

o u s  s u b je c t  o f  i n q u i r y ; b u t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  is  so  c l o s e l y  

i n t e r t w i n e d  w i t h  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  H i n d u  r e l i g i o n ,  

t h a t  i t  m u s t  b e  r e s e r v e d  f o r  a  f u t u r e  v o lu m e .
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