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CHAPTER H.

EA.LA AND PA M A V A N TL

history oi? T h e  three Hindu traditions which will now be 
plux i'i. exhibited in an English dress, are not only exquisite

'Onwiihida..pictures of ancient Hindu, life, but seem to refer to
rlAVwto three distinct epochs in the History of India. Their 
epochs. respective titles, and the age to which they appear to 

belong, may bo indicated as follows:—
Nala and Dainaya.nti~~the Vedic period.
Devayartf and Yayafi—the Brahmaruc period. 
Chandrahasna and Bikya—the modern period.

"Naiaand( The first of these stories, namely, “ Nala and 
toi£rwiid i>amayantf,” is widely known to English readers 
peiioti. through the metrical translation of Dr Mi’man.1

The events seem to have occurred in the Vedic pe­
riod, or that period which preceded Brahmanism ; 
for although Bnihmans are introduced it is only to 
act as messengers, and the marriage rites of the hap­
py pair are not performed by a Brahman, but by the 

Proofs that the Raja who was the father of the bride. But it must 
kavC! belonged to a late stage in the Vedic period, 

ijeriod. and at a date when the Aryans were already settled

1 A free translation in blank verse by Mr Charles Bruce appeared in Fraser’s 
Magazine for December, 1863, ami January, 1861, and is pm haps even more popu­
lar than that of Dr Milman.



®j|,:,; , (St
n . — n a l a  a n d  d a m  ay  a n t i  4 7 9

in llindiistan, for the hero was a Baja in Nishada or nisimror 
■* the Bh.il'country, whilst the heroine was the daughter |W  hi. 

of a Rain of the Dekhan who reigned at Yidarbha, Advance o f the
J  . , . . . .  Aryans into th e .

the modern Berar. Again, the evidences oi cmliza- MdlM- 
tion which, are furnished by the story, combined 
with the geographical position of the leading- actors, 
indicate a period long subsequent to the great Avar of 
Bh&rata. It will also be remarked that the Yedic Deaeration or

. . .  . tho Vt.nl i)
deities, who are represented as being present at the 
Sway am vara of Dam ay anti, seem to have lost their 
abstract nature, and appear as human beings, who 
pay great respect to a Br&hman sage, and are to 
some extent humbled by the hero of the tradi­
tion ; whilst a considerable number of supernatural | S . Rtur,a 
details have been introduced, either to disguise some 
usage in the origi nal tradition which was condemned 
by a subsequent age, or as artificial embellishments 
which have been introduced in accordance with a 
meretricious taste which appears to have prevailed 
in the later era of Sanskrit literature. Indeed a wide y y  tfemi 
interval appears to separate the age in which the 
main events of the story actually took place, from the poem was 

the age in which the poem itself was composed j 
and thus while the tradition belongs to a period 
when the Yedic deities were still worshipped, and 
the rites of marriage were performed by Rajas, the 
poem must have been thrown into its present form 
in a far later age of Brahmanism, when the worship 
of the Yedic deities had fallen into decay, and the 
Brahmanieal sages were held to be equal if not su­
perior to the gods.

The leading incidents in the story of Nala and 
Dainayanti may be thus indicated:—-

1st. The Loves of Nala and Damayantf.
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history ov 2nd, The Bwayamvara of Damayimtf. 
vvin iii. 3rd. The Gambling Match between Xala and * 

Puahkara.
4th, The Exile of Xala and Damayantl.
5th, Nala’s desertion of Damayanti.
6th, Adventures of Nala.
7th, Discovery of Dam ay anti.
8th, Discovery of Xala.
9 th , X a la  a D rive  from  AyodlryA to  V idarblm .
10th, Damayantl recovers her husband, 
lltli, Nala recovers his Raj.

story or van 'Idie story of Nala and. Damayantl may now beami DamajanU. , ” •
related as follows:—

1. The Loves o f  .Nala and  D am aijan ti,

Nala, Baja of In ancient times there lived in Nishadha a certain RajaNisliiiflha or (h(j . .  ..
BMi country, named Nala, and he w as. handsome, brave, majestic, and 

splendid, gifted with the choicest virtues, renowned for his 
skill in archery and in taming horses, of unblemished truth, 
admired by noble women, but loving dice exceedingly; and 
he was also deeply read in the Vedas, and had brought every 

Uamayanti, the sense and passion under control. Farther south, in the city 
itfongWfcr of of Vidarbha, reigned Raja terrible in strength, whosoBdima. Itaja of ’ 8 J . /  8 ,
itowlntiio blooming and slender-watstea daughter Damayantl was fa- 
ifekhau, mous amongst all the Rajas for her radiant charms and ex- 
Mtiyiu».i fovo of ceeding grace. And Nala, the tiger amongst Rajas, had so 
nimayiMiii often heard of the exquisite loveliness of Damayantl, the 

pearl of maidens, that he was enamoured without, having 
seen her; and the soul-disturbing Damayantl had, in like 
maimer, so often been told of the godlike comeliness and 
virtues of the hero Nala, that she secretly desired to become 
his bride.

^heswaiiu'itb Now ott a certain day .Raja Nala wandered to a grove and 
promises to pondered on his deep love for DamavantL when a flock ofinduce Hama- 1 1 . .
I n V o f  hut swans with golden plumage flew into the grove; and he 
Nat*f caught one of the bright birds. And the bird cried out :-—
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“ Slay me not, 0  gentle Raja,, and I  will so praise thee in history ov 
the presence of Daumyautl. that she shall think of no other '
man "but thee.”  So Mala set it free, and the bird of golden - ..... .... ..

.wing, flow away with all its companions to the city of Yi- 
darbha, and entered the garden of - Raja .Bhirna. And the 
beautiful Damayanti was sporting with her maidens in the 
garden, when they all beheld a flock of swans who dropped 
their golden plumes j and the slender-waisted damsels chased 
the bright birds .about the garden,- when suddenly a swan 
turned round, to Damayanti, and said in the language of The swan 
men':-— 0  Damayantl,■ thou, art the loveliest of maidens, mwon?1 
and Xala is tho handsomest of heroes; if the peerless wed 
!lie peerless how happy will be the union.”  Then the royal 
maiden softly said to the bird :—“ Speak the same words to 
Xala 1 And the bird fluttered its golden wings, and flew 
away to Niahadha, and told all to Xala.

Meantime the beautiful maiden grow pale "and dejected Melancholy of 

iu her father's Court .at Vklarb'ha. She could riot sloop, she 
often wept, slle found no joy in banquets or in conversation, 
and alio gazed upon the slcy at night-time with a, look of wild 
distraction; for her heart was wholly possessed with a deep 
love for Nala. So the maidens told her royal father that 
Damayanr i was fading away into a deep melancholy. And 
tho Raja of Vidarbha said :—“ My daughter is full grown, and Ba> Bhtma

* °  proclaims a
must be given away in marriage.”  And he sent Brfdunans swayoramra.
round the world to proclaim a, Swayamvaraj and all the
Rajas of the earth, who had heard of the divine loveliness of Assembling;of
Daiuayantf, flocked toi the Court of Bhlma, with all the pomp wbrijilaV'1
of chariots and horses, and elephants, and armies. And
Bliirna welcomed them all with due courtesy and entertained
them well.

Now at this time tho holy sage .Narada ascended on Ntoad»,tiw°  d im e s  tho
high to the heaven of Inara. And Indra crave him honour- gew« of th0 ,t .... °  t Swayamvara to
able welcome, and said :— “ Where, 0  sage, are all the Rajas, 
that they come not to my abode ? ” And Narada replied :
-—“ 0  cloud-compeller, all the Rajas and their mighty sons 
have gone to the Swayamvara of Damayantl, for she, tho 
loveliest of maidens, is about to choose a husband for her- 

voti, x. 31
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HTSTOttT oi" self.”  Then the gods wore stricken as they heard of the 
rAKr iii transcendent beauty of Damayanti, and they exclaimed:

— -------rt W e  too will go to her Swayatnvara ! ”  And Indra, lord
Van'm ŝ;.! , _ of Swarga, and Agui, god of fire, and Variola, who rule* 
%”swa^m f̂oc the seas, and Yam a, who judges the dead, called for their 

celestial chariots, and drove through the air to the city of 
Vidarl)ha; and as they approached the earth they beheld 
the hero Mala, as radiant as .the tun., and as comely as the 
god of love j and they stayed, their chariots in the blue air, 

Tht‘ftori. pri-- and said to the heroic one :— “  0  Nala, we pray you to do 
wk Dmnaynnti our bidding.”  And Nala stood with folded hands, and 
or tiifdi fi>r tier s a id :— a  W hatsoever you command, that f will do.”  So 

In dm, sovereign of the gods, said to Nala :—f Go now and 
tell the fair daughter of BMma that the four immortal gods 
ha.ve come from heaven to woo her, and that ; she must chooSo 
from amongst them whom she will.” But Nala replied :—
“  0  spare me this, for I  too am enamoured with the damsel, 
and how can I  woo her for another ? ”  But all tlio gods 
spoke out with one accord :— “■ Have you n o t pledged your­
self to do whatsoever we command ? Delay not, therefore, 
nor belie your word.” Then. Nala said :— “  The palace of 
11 buna is strongly guarded, and X cannot enter the pre- 

irifira rempw Bence of the maiden.”  But Indra- replied ;— “ No man shall.
stop you, only go ! ” Then Raja Nala entered the palace 
of BMma, and no man hindered him ; and he reached the 
inner apartments, and beheld the beautiful damsel sitting 
amongst her maidens; and when tho damsels saw him they 
sprang from their seats, and marvelled at his wondrous 
beauty. And Nala smiled sw eetly upon Damayanti, and 
she with lovely eyes smiled sweetly in return, and sa id :—
“  0  hero, how came yon hither ? Iiow have you escaped 
the guards that my father luts set around u s? ” Then 
Nala replied :—“ 0  loveliest of damsels, my name is Nala, 
and X am a messenger from the gods, and through their 
power I  have passed the gates unseen by men: Now the 
four gods desire to wed you, and pray you to choose one 
of their number to be your lord.” And Damayanti bowed 
in reverence to the gods, and then smiled again upon Nala
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and said :-~“ 0  Raja, the language of the goldeu-plumaged bistoby of 
swan has kindled, my soul, and X will choose no other lord P art III. 
but you ; and if you spurn my love, I  will take poison, 01 Dtunaywiti 
plunge into the water or the lire.”  And Mala r e p l i e d i n y a n o l^ * 0 
“  0  beautiful maiden, how can you choose a mortal man in 
th.j presence of the bright gods:? How can you refuse to 
be arrayed in heavenly raifcnent, and bright amaranthine 
flowers, and all the glory of the celestials ? W here is the 
damsel who would not wed the radiant Agni, god of fire, 
whose mouths consume the world ? Or the bright Indra, 
sovereign of the gods, at whose dread sceptre all the assem­
blies of the earth are forced to do justice and work righteous- 
uess ? Or the majestic Yanina, lord of waters ? Or the 
mighty Yam21, judge over all the dead?”  .Out JDamayantf Fuioiit.vofo  *' • ' v o  ■ Oalu ‘ty mi f i,
trembled at the words of Mala, and her eyes were filled 
with tears, and she said I will pay duo homage to all 
the gods, but yon only will I  choose to be my lord.”  And 
Mala went his way and told to the expectant gods all that 
Damayanti had said.

% The B w ayam vam  o f  D a m a ya n ti.

A t length the day of happy omen, the great day of the pie toy ofi the 
Sw.ayamvara, dawned upon the city of Yidarbha. And all Amemiuy or tho 
the Rajas, sick with love, passed through the glittering IlaiiYbut®, 
portals, and the court of golden columns, and entered the 
Kali of State, like lions entering their mountain lairs. And. 
all the .Rajas were adorned w ith fragrant garlands, and rich 
earrings of costly gems were hanging from their ears. And 
some had long arms, robust and vigorous as the ponderous 
battle-mace ; whilst others were as soft and delicately 
rounded as a smooth serpent. With brigh t and flowing 
hair, and arched eyebrows, their faces were as radiant as 
the s ta rs ; and they filled the Hall of State, as the serpents 
fill the under World, or as tigers fill the caves in the moun­
tains. But when Damayanti entered the hall, every eye DaroaysWb 
was fixed, and every soul entranced, at her dazzling loveli- U1 " 11,1 Hali‘ 

1 ness; and all the Rajas gazed upon her beauty, and were
stricken with deep and passionate desire. Then the name "rNau,
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history of of every Raja was proclaimed aloud, and Damayant). glance;i 
^|*A* around hor at the glittering crowd of suitors, and she saw

------------ - ‘ in hoi* dismay that there were Jive Salas m  the hall, tor
each of the four bright gods had taken upon liimself Iho 

perplexity of form of Nadu. And Dnmnyanti trembled with tear, and 
* after a while she folded her hands in reverence to the gods,

Her prayer. ; ud said in sad and luimblo to n es :—cc\ Since I heard the 
language of the swan, I have chosen Is ala lor my lord, and 
have thought of no other husband ; Therefore, 0  gods, I  
pray to you, that you resume your own immortal shapes 
and reveal Nalu to me, that I  may choose him tor my lord 

The gods in the presence Of all.” And the gods heard the piteous 
!̂ .>Iapu'viv-'1(l prayer of Damayantl, and they wondered at her .steadfast 
tnw frams. tru th  and fervent love ; and straightway they revealed the 

'tokens of their godhead. Then Damayanti saw the loiu 
b righ t gods, and knew that they were not mortal heroes, 
for their foot touched not the earth ,. and their eyes winked 
no t; and no perspiration hung upon their brows, nor dust 
upon their raiment, and their garlands were as f resh as it the 

Prtninywu  ̂ flowers were just gathered. And Damayanti also saw too 
; i : »dhi m true Nala, for he stood before her with shadow lulling • to 

the ground, and twinkling eyes, and drooping, garland; 
and moisture was on his brow, and dust upon his raim ent; 
and she knew tha t he was Nr. I a. Then she went in all 
maidenly modesty to Nalu, find took the hem of his gar­
ments, and threw a wreath of radiant flowers round his 
neck, and thus chose him for hor lord. And a, sound of 
wild sorrow burst from all the R ajas; but the gods and 

WaiaVvow to sages cried aloud :— ** Well done ! ” And Nala turned to 
the slender-waisted damsel, and said “  Since, 0  maiden 
Avith the eye serene, you have chosen me for your husband 
in the prese nce of the gods, know that I  will he your faith­
ful consort, ever delighting in your words; and so long as 
my soul shall inhabit this body, I  solemnly vow to be thine, 

bifin* sifts of and thine atoned’ Then the blest pair approached the gods 
Ala. with reverence, and the gods guv© rare gifts to Nnla, To

him ludra gave the sight which sees the Unseen in the 
sacrifice, and the power to go unhindered whore he pleased;
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ami A<rm ow e him the mastery over fire, avid power over history or 
the throe worlds; and Yanm a gave him the mastery over plUU ui. 
water, and the power of obtaining fresh garlands at w ill; • — 
and Yama gave him a subtile taste for food and ominon.ee in 
every virtue.

Then Raja Bhfrna, in his joy and pride, performed the 
marriage rites of his beautiful daughter and her chosen lc d, Dsmayanti, 
and in due time Raja Nala carried away bis bride to his own 
city. Thu.,-.- the tiger among Rajas obtained the pearl of 
maidens ; and henceforth the bliss of Ns da and Damayantu 
was equal to that of the giant-slayer Indra and his beauti ful 
Saclu. Radiant and excellent as the sun, hi ala ruled ail t he 
subjects of his Raj with a just and equal sway. Ho per­
formed an Aswamedha, with many rich gifts to holy m en; 
and Damayanti bore him two children, a handsome son 
named Indrasen, and a beautiful daughter named Indrasena.

3. The Gambling Match between Nala and Pushkara.
Now when the bright gods were returning from the wnithof Kali

Svvavatnvara to the heaven of Indra., they m et the evil spirit Naiawasciiidson , „ , , „. , TT. . by Dauiayawti.
Kali, accompanied by Dwapara. And Indra said to K ali:—
“ W hither art thou going, 0  Kali ? ” And Kali rep lied :—
t:I  am going to the Svrayamvara of Damayanti; for I  have
set my heart upon having her for my b r id e /: And Indra Minhof i ir
laughed and said \— tc The bridal of Damayanti is ended, for
in our presence she chose Raja Nala to be her lord.”  Then Kali’s threat.
Kali was filled with rage, and bowing with reverence to the;
gods, he exclaimed :— u Since she hath preferred a mortal
man to the immortal gods, heavy shall be her doom.” But
the four nrods replied :— “  I t  was with our consent th a t Tho foursod*
D a m a y a n ti  chose her lord; and what maiden would not with Kali.

a Kali must not be identified with the blade goddess Kali, who has berm 
identified with the wife of Siva, and was apparently unknown in the Yedic period.
On the other hand, the Kali of the present story is a male personification of the 
Kid), age, or the fourth, and last age through which the world is now passing, and 
which is presumed to be one of vice and iniquity. In like manner Dv£tpaia rs a 
personification of the D w&para age, or third age of tiro world. These personifica­
tions do not appear to belong to the Vedic period, hut are the work of a subsequent 
epoch. In the olcl Yedie times Kali may have been the demon of the dice.

: .. ' -Jfi; ’ ‘ - A  ■
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■m.sTOB,T OX'1 incline to one so virtuous as. N ila? And die who has read 
Pitre til ' tho Vedas, and Constantly adores the gods with pure offer-

-------------- lugs, and is gentle to all living’ create roK, and true in. word
and deed., he is equal to the immortal gods.” Then the 

Kali plots with o-ods ascended on high, hut Kali said to Dwdpara:—“ I  will
Owiipara for the °  , ; ,  .  ... , . ,■ testrat-.tiOH of |!()t gtay my wrath, but honeofoi’tli .1 •will keep watch on.

Nila, and. you shall abide in the dice; and when tho hour 
comes I will enter his soul and gain the mastery over him 
until I have cast him out of his Raj and parted him tram 
Ms sweet bride.” Anri from that hour the two evil spirits 
Kali and Dw&para dwelt in the palace.of Nala.

Twftivo yeiirs of Twolvo years passed away, and none in all the world were
Sappiness. V r  - . . .  , . 1

so supremely blessed as the beautiful JDamayanti and her 
ivh« prr.ys to husband Nal'a. But oil a certain evening .Nala failed in 
timv.ishcn fi’Kt, duty, for he prayed to the gods with foot. unwashen; and
and Kali take* •’ 5 l: J P .
.jnwenstoacf Kali seized tire opportunity, and straightway entered into
Kali briny* Hm and possessed Ms inmost soul. And .Nala had a brother
is&iiiLVng match named Pushk&ra, and Kali said to Pushkara!—“ txo you.
!«ui his hrother and play at dice with. Nala. and 1 will make you the winnerHtahkara. 1 •> , ,t. , , ,

of Ms Bap”  And Pushkara challenged Nala to a game at 
dice, and Nala an&Tuslikara sat down to play in the presence 

Naia's losses. ()f  jpamayftiiti. And they played for gold and jewels and 
raiment, and for chariots and horses, but Nala was worsted.
at every throw, for .Dwapara embodied the dice, and 

Nate's friends Kali had mastered him body and soul. Then the faithful 
S f r i e n d s  of Nala prayed him to throw no longer, but he was 

p  maddened with the lovO of play, and shut his ears to all
W  chief wm they said. And all tho chief men of the Raj assembled at
of tho Raj in- " „ „ , T> . , ,
torposo hi vain, the gate of the Palace' to arrest the frenzy of the JLt-aja. And.

the charioteer cut ere.! the Mall and said to D&ipayanti:
“ Lo all the city are gathered together, for they fear lest 
some dire misfortune befall the Baja.”  And Ifemmy anti was 
stricken with deep sorrow, and she entreated the Baja to 
listen to the voice of his people, but he turned away from 
her beautiful and tearful eyes, and answered not a word ; 
and so the play went on, and the people returned to theii 
houses, saying Surely this gambler cannot "be the Baja.” 

interference of And when Nala had lost all his treasures, the sorrowing
the Council.
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Damf.wa.nti 1-old her nurse to summon the Council; and tlio msTORt op 
Ooimcil assembled at the Palacgi* and .Dam,ay anti announced (,m  w
their presence to .Mala-., bat .he heeded not her words; aut  ̂Damyanti 
she was lilted with, shame, and left the Hall and went to her vetird from,m

own. rooms, (fti ' ' ' ifl , ' ' ' (LW '
Then Damavfinti sent for tho charioteer, and spoke to 

him wiiinfrigly, and said :— 1. ou know what trust my lord „„f[
the Baja has over placed in y ou : Go now and harness tn.o 
steeds to the chariot, and take my children to my fathei s vidarbiw/ 
city, and leave them in my lather’s house; and then, dwell 
there, or go wherever yon will.5' And the chard-jeer wenc 
to the Ooimcil and obtained their consent j and he took the 
noble boy and the beautiful maiden do die city of \  .idarbha, 
and he gave them into the churgtl of Raja Bhmwt.j find then 
bo went bis way' with great sadness ol heart to tho city of iutni*.n«a.
Ayodbv a and entered the service of Baja Uituparoa.3

Meanwhile, Mala Ixad lost all his treasures and his chariots 
and. his horses y odd he staked his Raj and the vestments 
which he wore, and he- lost all to Fushkara. And. 1 ushkara 
smiled and said:—<< O Nala, you have lost your all, except­
ing only your wife, .;X) am ay a n ti; Throw once more and stake 
Damayanfci.3 A t these words the heart of hi ala was rent 
asunder, and- he said not a word. .And he took off all las of
robes and ornament,-, and looked sadly upon Pushkara, and 
went out with bub a single scanty covering, and Damayanti 
a l s o  had but a single; covering-, and she followed him slowly 
behind.

4 . The* exile of iVala and Damaijanti.

Then Pushkara proclaimed throughout the city : ( tWho* qrnei praciama-
ever shall give food or shelter.to Nala shall he put fo tara. 
cbuil.h.5-’ And for three days and three nights Nala lived on 
fruits and roots, and his sorrowing Itanl followed behind 
him and did the same. Then Nala saw a flock of birds upon itoUnyiy
u  ■. " ____— —S---- ----------------------- — — *■ Nalas only

s Some-attempt has been made to fix the date of the'story by reference to tho covering, 
portion held by Safa and Ritupania on the respective lists of the Lunar and Soler 
dynasties ; but the genealogies of both race, have been so hopelessly garbled that 
no inferences of any real value can apparently be drawn from them.
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h t?TOR«■ OF the groiun.fl, and lie said u ifh) t him ,A( ■'* 'Thin day we shall 
Past m. food/-’ And he threw-his only garment upon the-birds,

fait they How into the air an® carried the^arnv'nl with them , 
Hoek Kata. And the birds spoke in human language, and mocked Mala in 

his misery, and said - O foolish Nala, we are the dice, and 
we came hither to rob yon of your core ring, for whilst yon 

•Nai.ohfettts had a single garment loft, our toy was tmall.” Then Nala.0 amayan t*i to , m *
latl-rVhouse &  an a§GHD told he said to D d m a y a n t t W e e p  not for 

me, but go. to the house of your father: yonder lies the road, 
and it passes through woods that have abundant fruits, and 
on the way are many hom irages of pious sages.” But 
^tomt^anti hurst into tears*, and. replied:— “ 0  ray lord, your 

' -wwirapimyhw. wort*s will break my heart: How can 1 leave you in this 
lonely wood, when you hafo been robbed of nil ? No, I  will 
'stay and soothe your weariness, for the wisest physicians 
say that a true wife is- the best balsam in every  time of sor­
row : If  I  go to my kindred it must be with you, and wo 

Naterf'fuw.s to must both, go together.” But Nala had not the heart to 
Ms wia sratlier take refuge in the house of liis wife's father ; and he said

u I will not seek refuge in your fathers Raj : Once I went 
there in joy and. pride, but now should. I  appear there I  
should only increase m y shame.”

a T 68 0t *8ft -Nala and Damayanti journeyed on together, and they 
hamajimti made one garment suffice them. .And they came to a brook, 
ihe two fishes. an^ Nala caught two fishes and laid them before his wife 

and went into the brook to bathe i and Damayanti in her 
hunger put her hand upon the fishes, but the touch of her 
fingers revived them like a draught of amrita, and they 
sprang back into the water. And when Nala returned he 
thought that Damayanti had eaten the fishes, but he said 
nothing, and so they still wandered on. 

law extremity. Now when both the Raja- and the Bant were wearied with 
their toil and faint with thirst and hunger, they reached a 
little hut, and there they lay and slept upon the bare ground. 
And .Damayanti was oppressed with sleep , but Nala was dis­
traught with sorrow. And Nala awoke and thought- o f the 

kain,tempted *̂aj  which he had lost, and the friends who had deserted 
tttwmkmhis him, and of his weary wandering in the jungle. And he
juggle Ul9 grew frantic, for the evil spirit of Kali was working- within



],im j  and ho said within Ids h e a r t :—“  If.Damayantf-remains h i s t o r y  o p  

•with me she mast bear certain' sorrow, but- if 1 leave her she Paart UL
may return to Her father's house : I f  I  go, I  know not which ..—
is better for mo, life or death ; but for her no one, will harm 
a, wife so devoted and so beautiful”  Then N ak  pondered j ^ ^ wif0’a 
how he should divide the single garment between them j 
and he saw a sword that lay in the cabin, and lie severed the 
garment in two, and ho clothed himself with the half of the 
garment. Then he fled into the jungle, but came back again Htoinresotatto..- 
and behelcl. his wife sleeping. And he wept bitterly and 
said :—“ My love, whom neither sun nor wind dared look 
upon, how will she awake? How will she wander alone 
through the deep jungle, haunted by serpents and wild 
beasts ? May the Sun god and the god of wind protect- her, 
though her virtue is her best guard.” Then the mind of 
Nala was swayed to and frc, first by love and. then by de­
spair, until at last he left his wife alone in the hut, and rushed ms night, 
like one who is mad into the depths of the jungle.

5. JSFala’s desertion o f  D (m a y anti.

Now when the , slender-waisted Damayantf a,woko from Uam-vwiu's" 
her deep slumber and found herself abandoned in. the jungle, 
she shrieked aloud in grief and pain, and fan about the 
wood leaping in madness; and she sobbed very bitterly, and 
said ;— “ May that evil one who has caused this dread suffer­
ing to N ak, be smitten by a curse more fatal still.”  Thus Tto^esi 
she went wailing through the forest, until suddenly there 
came a groat serpent and seized her in his grasp and coiled 
around her ; and she cried out in great terror, and -a hun ts­
man heard her screams, and shot an arrow at the serpent's 
face, and released her from her peril. Then the huntsman 
brought her water and food, and refreshed her; and at his 
biddihg she told him all her sto ry ; but as he gazed upon her Tho liuntsmai;. 
beautiful form, which was scantily covered by half a gar­
ment, a deep passion burned within him, and he whispered 
words of love. Then Damayantf was filled with wrath, and 
she cursed him in her bitterness of soul, and he fell down 
dead like a tree that has been stricken with lightning.

' II;— NALA A S i )  DAMAYANTf. 4 8 9
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h istory  op Then Damayantf wandered on in quest <fl‘ Nfala until she 
t&m in. Diet a caravan of merchants, with, elephants, and camels, and 

c]iariots, and horses j and'whau. the people saw her so beau.- 
aosawau, ' ti.ful- and noble,- and yet .so pale and worn, they took com­

passion on her: j and they told her they were going- to the 
ries-sant _ city of Chedi, And Datnayanti went with the caravan, and

..... when it was evening they came to a -pleasant lake fragrant
with lotos flowers, and they pitched their tents arid encamped 

'T « ? p |e % h t there. But at midnight there was a great cry, for a horde 
1 of wild elephants of the jungle bad scented the tamo 

elephants of the caravan, and rushed down upon the encamp­
ment, like mountain-tops rolling down to the valley; and 
they trampled upon, the sleeping people, and crushed many 
with their heavy tread, and gored others with 'their fierce 

Alarm of the tusks. And- the merchants .shrieked aloud with terror, and 
mere umm». aome began to fly, and others stood gasping blind with 

sleep ; whilst many struck each other down, or stumbled 
over the rough ground, of climbed the trees, or hid them- 

'Ewapoof selves in the holes in the earth. And Damayahtf awoke 
nmajaiiti. amidst the dreadful turmoil; and some said that she was a 

woman, of evil omen, and had worked all, the mischief; and 
she was filled with shame and fear, and fled once again into 
the depths of the jungle.

.pitiful appear- A fter many days Damayanti entered the city of Chedi, 
yamViiilucciiy and she was famished and distressed and broken down with 
of Chf f ’ sorrow'. And sho was clad in only half a garment, and her 

long hair, was hanging dishevelled over her shoulders, and 
her gaze was wild and.distracted, and her faco was emaciated 
from long- fasting. And the people of the city thought that 
she Was mad, and a crowd of boys followed her and mocked 

pamaya-titt her. And as she approached the gate of the palace, the 
pabn by uw mother of the Baja beheld her from the terrace, and sent
mother of the ’ ,
ftftja. her waiting woman to bring the wanderer i n ; and iJama-

yanti entered the palace and told how her husband was a 
Baja, who had lost his all by dice, and how she had 
followed him. into exile through the -greatness - of her love, 
but how he had left her in the jungle with only half a 
garment. And the eyes of Damayanti were filled with tears,
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and the gracious lady bado hor take up Tier abode ■ in the hisToey '6#-
palace, whilst the servants of tho honsohold went abroad in
search-of'M a. And Damayanti said to the mother of the
Baja r< 0  mother of heroes, I  will dwell with you, but I ;^r«wdi
will not eat the victuals left by others,, no ~ wash the feet of
others, nor converse with strange mend' And tho mother
of tho Baja agreed, and called her daughter Snnandd, and '
bade her take Damayanti to be her friend. And Damayanti
dwelt in the palace many days as friend and companion of
the Princess Sunanda.

6. A dven tu res  o f  N a la .

Now when Raja Nala left Damayanti in the lint, he bey sfaia.respites a
1 ... . . serMfit fl ora a

held a great fire in the forest, and he heard a voice c r y i n g circle of Arc.
“ Hasten, Nala, and come hither!”  And Nala remembered
that on his bridal day the god A ghi. had - given him. power
over fire j and. he plunged into tho bright flame, and saw
the Raja of Serpents coiled up in a ring. And the Serpent
said :—“ I  deceived the sage -Narada, and he has cursed .rue
that fire should surround me until you save me.” And the
Serpent shrunk to the size of a finger, and Nala lifted him
tip and carried him out of the fire. Then the Serpent b it Nain-’sform

Nala, and immediately the form of Nala was changed into serpent.
that of a deformed dwarf, so that no man could know him.
And the Serpent said to Nala:—“ My poison shall work on 
the evil .spirit who has entered your soul, until ho leaves 
•you free : Take now the name of Vfib.uk a and enter the 
service of Ritnpanm, Baja of Ayodhyfi. j and you shall l each 
him the art of taming horses, and he shall teach you all the 
secrets of the dice': Therefore, sorrow no more, 0  Nala, for 
you shall see again your wife, your children, and your Raj ; 
ai d when you would again resume your proper form, put on 
this change of raiment and think of me.” So saying, tho 
Serpent gave a change of raiment to Nala, and vanished 
away from his sight. . ,  , „  .. ■

Then Nala journeyed on to the city ol Ayodhya, and 
offered his services to Raja Rituparna, both as a tamer of ,]lli!cr
horses, and as skilled in the art of cooking v iands; a m l« k A h it
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histort of the Raja engaged him, and bade him ta k e ' heed that the 
■ f f l t m  horses were swift of foo t; and ho .gave him WLrsliaeyft and 

... j.(v-a |a to j )e }xis adjutants. Now "Vdrshneya had been
M eets ins old. "

HiM-iotew' charioteer to Nala, and had driven his children ho the cityA ;irrfhtu;'ya* -
of Vidarbba j but Nala’s form had been changed by the 

mws evening Serpent, and Vdr-shneya knew him not. And every even­
ing Nala used to sing this, single- verse :—

“ W here is she whom I left in the. jangle.to suffer hunger, 
thirst, and weariness ?

u Does she think of me, her foolish lord, or does she sit 
•in the presence of another ? ”

Ntiia'a expin.na- And Jivala said to N a la :—" Who is she, 0  Vulnika, for 
whom you are grieving ? ” And Nala answered :—“'A. 
man there-was bereft of sense, who had ifaithful wife, but in 
his foolishness lie forsook her iu the wilderness; and ever 
since, that time’ the man wanders to and fro in despair, lor 
whether she lives or no he cannot say !

7. Discovery of Damaymti,

Biija rUiitna, Meantime, Raja Bhrma of Yidarbha had sent holy 
,ii7sM roEoFans Brahmans to every land in quest of his daughter Datoa- 
.DamiyanU. yf)n|.f an<j her .husband Nala; and the joyful Brahmans,

hoping for rich rewards, went through every city and every' 
clime, but nowhere could they find a trace of those they 

Dsmayants. sought. A t length a certain Brahman, whose name was 
sudevtt’thc’̂  Sudeva, w ent to:the- pleasant city of Chedi, and there ho 

saw the slender-waisted Damayantx, standing, in the palace 
by the side of the. Princess Sunahd^.; and her beauty was 
dim, and seemed like the sunlight struggling through a 
cloud, yet he failed not to see that she was the daughter of 
Raja Bhuna, And the Brahman spoke to her, saying:—
“  0  daughter of Bhfrna, your father has sent me to seek for 
y ou ; and "both lie and year mother and -your brethren are 
a l l  well; and so too a r e  your little ones, who arc dwelling 
in your fathers' palace.”  And Damayantl remembered Sa­
dova, and made inquiry about all her friends. And the 
mother of the Raja came in and saw her talking to the

W i . : :. : ■ ;■: :. t  '
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Brdhman; and presently slid to ok iho Rrdhmau aside, ami le story ot?
Raid:— “ Who is this lady to whom you have spoken ? Who pABr u'fi
is her father, and. who is her husband ? Then the Brdh-
man told all to the mother of the Raja, and ho said :—•“  1 the
knew she was the daughter of BMma, because of her peer- ^ ‘of'chedi.
less beauty • but from her birth a lovely beauty mark was
to be seen, between her eyebrows, and now it has passed
away.” When the Princess Snuandd heard, the.words of
the Brahman, she took water and washed away the traces
o f tears that were between the eyes of Damayanti, and the
beauty mark was present to the eyes of ah. Then the
mother of the Raja -exclaimed to 'Damayanti:—“ 'You are
the daughter of mv sister : I know you by the mark, for I
myself was present at your birth : Lo, all 3 have is yours."
And Damayanti bowed to her mother’s sister, and prayed Damnyarui 
that she might be sent to her two children at Yidarbha. S t E  hoilaoi t i 1 * i i "t 'A i i at Yidaii'bliiiiAnd the palanquin wm  prepared, and. a guard was ordered, 
and .Damayanti was carried to her father’s palace at Vi- 
darbha. And when she saw her children her heart was filled Her joy atseeing her
with joy, and she passed the. night in swept slum ber; but in cwifem.
the.morning she went to her mother, and softly said :— "O  for
mother, if .my life is dear to you, I  pray you to do all you
can to bring- back .Naiad’ And her mother went to .Bhima
ami said ;— ct Your daughter is mourning for her husband
NajL”

Then Raja Bhima sent the .Brahmans once again to every tot?w9hforUt 
land in search of Nala; and before the Brahmans departed, N,lIa” 
Damayanti sent for them., and entreated them to cry aloud 
these words in every public place:— “  Whither didst thou 0 a3n„TOlti»s 
go, 0  gambler, who severed thy wife’s garment, and left BrAhmanŝ ' ^ 9  

her in the lonely forest, where she still sits orrowing for 
thee ? ” So the Brahmans went forth to all lands, and they 
searched everywhere in crowded cities and quiet villages, 
and in. the hermitages of holy men, and everywhere they 
repeated, aloud the words of Damayanti, but no man took 
heed of the' question respecting N'ala.

8. Discovery of Nab,. Inhi"n1jiniif;
the proclama-

Now after a while a certain Brahman went to the great ashmans’



msTOEY o.p city uf Ayodhya, where reigned Raja Riluparna, and where 
i'Aui- iYi! Naht was dwelling in the fjxiiso -of a charioteer and under 

the name of Yfihnka, And the Brahman cried aloud the 
question, of Damayanti in all the streets and ways and 

wX^ouf uiarket-placos ^  the. city, but no man heeded him. So.ho 
-proclamation, yook leave of the Rnja, find prepared to depart, when Yalmka 

came to him and groaned in anguish and wept bitterly, and 
said :—■“  Even in the extremity of misery a noble woman is 
mistress of herself; and even when abandoned by her hus- 

sâ peSthiOi ’l,atod, she will not give her soul to anger.”  A t these words 
lyund the Brahman left the city of Ayodhyii with all speed, and 

hastened to the city of Vidarbha, and told Damayanti all. that 
Vahuka had said.; and the eyes of Damayantl overdo wed 
Hrifch tears, for she thought that site had found Nala. Them 
Damayantl went, to  bor mother, and 'said ;— “ 0  mother, I  
must send a message to the city of Ayodhyi which my 
father Bhuna must not hear; and I  will deliver it in your 
presence to Stideva, that best of Brdhmans who found me 
ih the city of Chedi; and as lie brought your daughter to 
her father's house, so may ho swiftly bring m yroynlhus- 

siideva directed bund fVoni fho city of Ayodhyu.” So slie scat for Sudeva,
to inform Ritn- ,  . .
panta that and requested him n\ the presence ol her mother to go toPftfoa.wntt was . , . _ , , .. . ,
aboutkmsoIo. the city b l Ayodhya, and to seek out thiift Kitupama, and
lirftkv ft second *. ' " j  r .
Switfaaivuni.. say to him as if by chance;— fl Damayantl, daughter of Raja 

Bhima, is about to choose a second husband., and all the 
Rajas and sons of Rajas are hastening to Yidarbha : If  you 
would be there-you 'must make good speed, for to-morrow is 
tho appointed day, and a t sunrise she makes her choice, for 
Raja Nala Cannot bo found., and no'-man. knows whether he 
be alive or dead.”

. i>w re ffUcm And Sudeva went to the city of Ayodhyd add performed
iniupw 'da to H  • 1

^ ie bidding of Baraayanti;. and when, Ritup&pna heard the 
vn'rtl- tidings that Dam.aya.uta was about to choose another hus­

band, his heart burned to be there, hut the way was far,4 
jiiopimifi Then .Rituparna went to Yahuka, his charioteer, and spoke

4 The distance from the city of Ajodiiya on .lie river Goeinti, to that of Vi- 
darbha on the river TapU, m a t have been about 'five, hundred miles as the crow 
flies. s n i*
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to him -with w i n n i n g  words, like on© t h a t  aslca a favour, h i s t o r y  pi? 
a n d  aa ,id  :—"'On the morrow the daughter of Bhfraa w ifi p ^ x i i ,  

choose a second husband,; I  too would seek to win her, hut 
the .'city of Yidarblia is afar off: Say then if you have horses |&L 
that can. reach it in a single day.” Then the heart of 
V£bnka W : ,3  smitten with anguish, and he wondered that 
the holy Damayantl should bo driven to a  deed so unholy, 
and he thought within himself that he would see • if the 
tidings wore true. So he folded his hands in reverence to 
the Raja, a n d  said ;— " I  promise in a single day to .reach w«i» engages to 

the city-of YAarbha.” And he went to the stables of the AyodW. to 
Raja, and pondered long over the horses; and he chose »!.ug]e<iay. 
four that wore very slender, but fleet and powerful for the of 
road, and they had broad nostrils and large jaws; and ho 
harnessed them to the chariot of the Raja. B at when 
hi tup urn a saw the slenderness of the coursers, ho cried o u t:
—“ W hat'steeds be these? Have they strength and wind 
for such a journey ?”  And Vdliuka replied :— “ These horses 
will not fail to carry you to Vidarbha; but if you desire 
others, tell mo which you will have, and I  will harness 
them.” But the. Raja said :— “  Von know the. horses best, 
and may harness what you will.”

f). N ala 's drive fro m  A yo d h yd  io Vidarhlm.

Now when the • chariot was ready, Baja Rituparna took The chariot amt
, . , ,  ,  ,  .. .  . homw sot outhis seat, and commanded V arshneya to ascend likewise, for Ajrodhj*. 
whilst Vahuka drove. Then the fiery horses began to 
prance and paw the air, but Vdbuka gathered up the reins, 
and cried out to .the horses with a soothing voice, and they 
sprang into tho air as if they would unseat their driver, and 
then tore along the ground as swift as the wind. And the Marvellous 
riders were well nigh blinded with the speed ; but the Raja dnvins 1 "Nftltt 
marvelled and rejoiced greatly at the driving of Yah a k a ; and 
Varshneya said within himself as ho felt the rattling of the 
chariot and beheld the driving of Vdhnka:— “  Either this 
Vdhuka must be the charioteer of Indra, or else he is my 
old m aster, Raja Nala,” 5

5 Tho description of the driving of Nala might be compared with that of the



: & s ^ F op Thus t ie  chariot Ho v along, like a bird in tlie air, through 
pakx in. too 6eep forests, and .oyer the rivers and . mountains and

spe!»dor"t<in.. b i t )  td hkcs. And the Baja dropped, his mantle and prayed
fiH '8* ; -Nula to halt, a moment and pick it up phut 'Naha said:-—“ -The 
ililnUr?3 mantle is miles behind, and we cannot return to recover it.” 
Kajaiii t  , ^ ll!4 they passed a certain tree., and. the Baja said o Nal.»:—
numbil«.‘n '* (( ^-arlc now m y  skill in. numbers, for- I  know the secrets,of

dice and the rules of calculation: On those two brandies
bang fifty millions of leaves, and two thousand a rd  fiinoty- 

a»v»iraMd.ts ihe ^ v e berries.” And Nala- .descended- the chariot to  count the 
wnesema leaves and berries; and whilst the Baja cried out that he 

could not wait, Nftla persisted; and after a while Nala found 
that the numbering of the Baja w&s true to a. single .leaf.

’CheRftjft And Nala said :...“  0  Raja, |< ach mo this 'skill of yours,
pi.' «o.‘W!tHf>f and you. shall leum from mo all the secrets that I know in 
iiiw'ln'Sup** ‘‘or9maans'lip.B And the Baja did so, and when Kala know 
Nain, med from the secret of the dice, the evil spirit Kali went forth out of 

him, and Kali vomited the poison fit the. serpent that was 
burning within him. And Hala would have cursed. Kali, 
but he fled away and onto red a tree, and men ever after­
wards gave an evil name to that tree. Thus Ni la was 
released from all his sufferings,but still he took not his own 
form of Kala, but remained in that of Viihuka the elm- 

v ' 4 \ ■' rioteer. ,'" ' , f ’ ; ,<"/ - j '' t‘ ’ r a aBBfe
Appimchto the Now when it was near to the setting of the sun, the 
hit- chariot approached the city of Vidarbha, and the heart of

.Kala beat faster and faster ; and when they reached, the city 
gates the watchmen on the walls proclaimed the coming 
of.Baja itituparna; and the rushing of. the horses and rolling 
of the chariot-wheels, were like the thunder which heralds 
in the coming rain ; and the peacocks on the palace walls 
raised their necks and clamoured, and. the elephants in-the 

Damayanti stables' roared tumultuously. And the heart of Dam ay anti
rBCfiKmz.es the # # t
driving-. thrilled with delight as she heard the old familiar sound of 

her husband’s driving ; and she 'said :—" Unless. Nala comes

driving- of Jehu. “ The driving is like the drivuij; of Jehu, the son of SFimshi, 
for lie diivcth furiously.” 2 Kings lx. 20.
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this clay, arid I  &el the fjentlo piussurc of Ms. arms, I  will no Hiyroivi of 
longer live, bat will perish by the fire.fg y  PAI£t

10. Dmnof/anU recovers her hutibund.
Then Dam ay anti ascended to the terrace on the jx'of of 

the palace, and looked down into the middle court; and she a>- V4huka’ 
saw Raja Bituparna, and her old charioteer Varshneya, and 
tho dwarfish and deformed Yakuba; and she beheid her 
father Biiirna receive 'Eitjiparha .with all courtesy., although 
amazed at tho suddenness of his coming; and she remem­
bered Varsimeya, and thought that he had learned to drive 
furiously like N ala; for she knew not Wdraka because of 
his altered form. But still her heart thrilled and she pon- "iaid
dered deeply, for 'she remembered' what Vdhuka had said to vdiuUta. 
the it  roll nun i ; and she called her fair-haired handmaiden, 
named Keeuni. and said to her :— u Go, m y  little maid, and 
speak to that chariot-driver who. is. short in stature, and find 
out who ho is ; and. do you repeat to him the message which 
was brought to me by the Br.llnnan.-and tell toe what he 
says.” .So whilstDamayanti watched from the terrace, the 
blameless little .maiden went into the middle court to speak 
to Mala.

Meantime, IN ala had taken the chariot to the stall, and. ^  t » k7 aiiTi
after he had tended to his horses, he mounted the chariot a,ld lvVl‘- 
and sat there alone. And the fair-haired. Kesiul went to Keslm-s a«os-Oans atftf Nab s
him and sa id :— " I -salute you, O charioteer, and pray you replies, 
to hear tho message of my mistress Damayanti She de­
sires to know whence you came and wherefore you have 
conie?” Nala answered :— " When my master, the 'Raja, 
hoard that, Damayanti would wed again, and would choose 
another husband on the morrow, ho bade me drive Mm 
hither with all speed; and, lo, we have come this day 
all the way from the city of Ayodbya.” Then Kesim 
said :—u And who is that other charioteer who came with 
you?” Nala answered:—<f That is the renowned Yarsh- 
lioya, who was once the charioteer of Nala; and when lug 
Raja went into exile he took service with Hit apam a; and 1
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. h is t o r y  o f  also ssflpve Rituparmt, for I  anrhis charioteer, and. the chid:IISC {)[ \ 1
Part .hi, °f all his c o o k s . A n d  Kesinf said fari.lier I)o«b

.--------------  V^lrshneya know aught of Ivdfi? And. for yourself, how
name you to kw w  the story of Nal*? ” ■ Nnla answered —

. “  I t  'waw Vfirslflieyu who brought the children of IN ala to 
this city, and then ho went his way .'and heard no more of 
his old, master.” . And Kesinl said still farther :— “  The 

K.esini ques- Brahman that lately went to the c ity o f Ayodhvu was cora- 
mpcwOuR the .manned by my mistress to cry aloud m  every place:...
r--p),V hehijp . ‘ V; v L
6ii4hT-m!,w ' ‘ Whither didst thou g o ,  o  gambler, who'severed thy wife/a 

garment;;,; and left hem in the lonely forest, where she still 
sits sorrowing fir  thee ? 1 Now it was you who gave .the 
Brahman his answer back ; so I  pray you to repeat that 

Â niaii ysf answor again, for my mistress desires to hear i t / ’ At these 
words of the blameless little maiden the heart of-.Nala. #ns 
wrung with a debp sorrow, 'ancl Ins eyes overflowed with 
tears,, and with a' voice half choking; from weeping, he thus 

min repute his repeated his reply Even in the extremity of misery a 
noble woman is mistress of herself; and oven when Aban­
doned by her husband, she will not give her soul to anger/ ’ 

kesini returns And Ntila wept afresh, and the maid went back to llama-
y yauti, and told her all that V ahnkn had said, and describe d

to her the bitterness of his sorrow.
Batnsynnri Then Ihmiayanti was still heavy at heart, wondering

.watuk Nttlk whether the charioteer could possibly bo 'Nala; and she
sa id :— <( Go again, O Kesinl, and watch, this matt, and
observe.all that h.e. docs, and see that no fire or water he 
given to him ; and whatsoever ho does, be i t human or 

• Kesitiip«rwiv«i .divine, come bock and tell to ine.” And -KesinC went out
poVersof Naia. and watched Naki, and presently site returned and said :.-

“  0  Dam ay anti, never before did 1 behold a man so god­
like; for if he approaches a low portal he never bows his 
head, but the portal rises above him; and when he prepared 
to dress the victuals for his master, the vessels wore filled 
with water'directly he looked at them; and when he had 

i)jttjiayanti washed the meat he held some blades of grass towards the 
[mri ion of tbe setting sun, and they blazed with hr© of their own accore
NUahad And. Damayantl remembered the gifts which the gods had 
cooked. v
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b-iven to Kalis, on Ms m anage-day , and site said with » HISTOUY 0P 
o  1 i ■ IlSTt/
gentle voice :— tc Co again, Kesinf and bring me some ox pART liir(
.the m eat tha t the charioteer is cooking.” So the h ttle  -------
maiden, went into the kitchen and brought some of the food
to Bamayanfcf; an d Damayanti tasted it, and cried alowl
« The charioteer is Kala,! ” And her heart was Stirred Damvanti, HtMKlN nor
with vehement emotion, and she directed her maid to carry chijarc/'to 
her tw o 'children to the charioteer. And when Kala beheld pmwtion of 
his son and daughter, as beautiful as the children o( the 
gods, he wound hit, arms around them, and pressed thorn to 
hi'sbosomy and burst into a flood of tears; and he said, to 
Kesitu :— “  0  blameless maiden, the children are so like 
.my own, that I have been compelled to weep : But go now, 
beautiful .girl, for we are..guests and strangers, and purad- 
venturo people will see that you are much with mo, and may 
therefore suspect evil.”

When Bain ay anti hoard from tier handmaid, of the deep 
a (Motion of the charioteer, she was seized with a deep long- 
ing to  behold Kala, and she sent Kesihf to her mother, say- owmiom.
Mg :—“ Wo have-watched the. charioteer most close !y, and 
we suspect him to be Kala, only th a t his form is charigeu : X 
pray you, therefore,.'either to perm it him to bo brought to 
you* or give me leave to have him brought to me, with or 
without the knowledge of my fa ther/' So the  mother of 
Damaymiti .told to Bhbmi all the secret counsel of his daugh­
ter, and the Baja perm itted Daniayauti to summon tho 
charioteer, and to receive him in her own chamber.

Then DaniayauiL rout for Kala, and a a she saw him ,n
trembled greatlv, and! bn r hair was dishevelled about her ttwourbof«. ..........  o ' ? ’ , , widow*
shoulders, and she was arrayed in a mantle of scarlet; and 
the e ves of both Nala and Damayanti overflowed with tears.
And Bamayantf was almost overcome b y  her strong emotion, Hw exertion, 
and she said 4‘ 0  Yuhuka, did yon over know an upright 
and noble man who abandoned his sleeping wife in a wood ?
Who was he who thus forsook a beloved and blameless wife, 
who bu t Baja Kala? He who was chosen by me, and for 
w hom I  rejected the gods ! He left mo, who had borne him 
children j mo, whose hand he had clasped in the presence of
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history o* th e  immortal gods; me, to whom lie had plighted lxis faith 
p larn i before the nuptial fire;—where is that promise now V’

—“ — And Nala gazed upon his. long-lost wife like one in a
dream, and he said I  lost my Raj by. the dice, but the 
evil was wrought by Kali; 1 forsook you in the jungle, but the 
guilty deed was the work of K ali: Long time has Kali dwelt 
within me, but now .ho is subdued and gone, aud for tig sake 
I  made haste to  come hither : But how may a high-born 
woman choose a second husband P Yet heralds: arc. pro­
claiming throughout the world that the daughter of Tihuna 
will celebrate a second Swayomvara.”

iMmnjirtMd * At these las t Vbi’ds Damavand trembled, and said :—appeal to the r/
throe gods, ff Do not suspect me of such sliMneless guilt! 1 he Ilrdh-v tmi, fsurya, 1 0
uria Soino,. mans proclaimed a second Sway am vara only to  find thee, and

to bring thee h e re : I call on the a.!!-seeing Wind, the Sun, 
the .Moon, who are the three gods that govern the three

Voice of Y*yu, worlds, to attest the truth of w hat I say.”  Then the voice 
of the Wind was heard in the air: “ Nala ! -he hath neither 
done.nor thought evil, but for throe long years hath trea­
sured up her virtue in all its fulness: The second Sway-. 
anivara was but a plot to recover thee : Thou hast met with 
tho daughter of Bhiron, and the daughter of Bhlma has met 
with thoo : Take thy own wife to thy bosom !3>

Thorcfconciliiu Kven as the Wind was speaking the Rowers fell, in 
showers from heaven, and the gods sounded sweet m usic; 
and every doubt of the blameless Damayautf passed away 
from the mind of Nala, and ho threw off his disguise and put 
on the garments that the Serpent had given to  him, and at 
once resumed his proper form as Raja Nala. And Daraa- 
yanti shrieked aloud and embraced her husband; and Nala, 
radiant as of old, clasped her to  his heart, and the children 
were brought in, and the n igh t passed away in the fulness

v "  of joy.

11. Nala recovers his Raj,
npjokOigs in And when tho white-robed dawn was awakening a sleep-
V icutrtoha,

mg world, the sound of rejoicing ran through the city of 
Vidarbha. In every street the people exulted in. the safe
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return of Raja Nala, and adorned ' heir houses with b timers iii itoar o» 
and garland;-;, and bang chains of i lowers from 'loci’ to door, p^-rui.
and strewed the roadways witlr loaves ami blossom1). A n d --------------
all was gladness in the palace at Vidarbha, for Raja Bhtma 
was transported with joy when ho beheld the long-lost hus­
band of his beloved, daughter j and Raja Rituparna' was filled 
with wonder 'land delight when he knew that his fiercely 
driving charioteer was no other than Raja Nala. Then they Nanrecam« 
took ccansel together how they might compel the evil- pt»hk|ra?n 
minded Pushkara to restore the Raj to Ids elder brother.
And Nala had learned the whole art of throwing dice from 
his old master Raja Rituparna, and he saw how Pushkara 
had won the Raj, and resolved to win it back in like manner.
So when one month, had passed, away and Nala was perfect 
in the game,, he set off to Nishadha,- with elephants arid 
horses and chariots, and challenged his brother Pushkara to 
another throw, in which he would stake Damayanu against 
the Raj ; and the wicked'.Pushkara eagerly agreed, and ex ­
ulted in the certainty of winning the wife of Nala. But the 
throw was against Pushkara, and thus Nala won back his 
Raj and all his treasure.; but whoa Pushkara. humbled him- 
self before him, Nala forgave' him all, and dismissed him 
with many gifts to his own city. Then Nala returned to Happy reign of 
'Vidarbha and brought away his beautiful .Damayantip and 
henceforth he reigned at Nishadha, as Indra reigns in hea­
ven, and performed every holy rite in honour of the gods, 
with all the munificence of a royal devotee.

The foregoing story of Nala and Damayantf is pwwofnu? ■ 
worthy of consideration, on two grounds. In the first 
place, it furnishes abundant evidence that the events ya:itl" 
which form the groundwork of the tradition, and 
which have already been referred to the Yedio age, 
must have long preceded the age in which the poem 
was composed; and thus, as will presently be seen, 
it throws an -extraordinary* light upon the civilization.
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HisroBT or of two different eras, which, have been distinguished 
fabt hi. as the Vedic and Brahtnamc periods. In the second

...  place, it exhibits some of the most graphic pictures
of Hindu life and manners which are to be found in 
1 [iridif literature, whilst it displays a knowledge of 
the human heart and an appreciation of woman’s 
devotion, which stamps it as the production of a 
genuine bard.

As regards the light which the story throws 
tvvodi% e«t u p o n  two different eras, it may be remarked, that 

there is throughout a conflict of ideas, especially as 
regards the character of the ancient Rajas, the social 
intercourse which prevailed between the two sexes, 
and the custom of widows re-marrying, which can 
only be referred to two different ages corresponding 

niofouudf! to ^r<)̂ c am! Brahraanic times. Thus the character 
|K hiSrofof Na-lu as delineated at the opening of the story 

indicates such an opposition of heroic and religious 
ideas, that it is impossible to conceive of them both 
ns existing in the same individual. It is easy to 
imagine a Kskatrlya hero as a great archer, skilful 
in taming horses, beloved of women, and fond of 
gambling j but it is difficult to believe that such a 
hero would be deeply read in the Vedas, and it is 
impossible to reconcile the existence of a strong 
passion for gambling with the statement that the 
gambler bad all his passions under perfect control. 
Moreover, being- beloved of women may have been 
the characteristic of a hero of the old days of Aryan 
chivalry, but it would not be regarded as a virtue 
in Brahmanic times, when women were supposed to 
lead a life of seclusion, and were treated as entirely 
subservient to the other sex, and given in marriage 
without the slightest reference to the state of their
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affections. This point of view is still in ore plainly v p
illustrated by the.evident freedom of intercourse Mint.*/ . . .  .

whixdi Prevailed between the Hexes in the Vedic Prê .m »fin-
* iW&turse which.

period, and the efforts of the narrator to disguise 
this freedom by the interpolation- of detail which. 
may be fairly regarded, as supernatural. Thus there; debus, 
is the plain statement that 'Nala and Damayantf 
were deeply in love with each other; and from ih is 
statement only one inference, can be drawn, namely, 
that they had seen each, other, and consequently 
had been inspired with a mutual affection. Such an 
idea forms indeed the very essence of the Swayam- 
vara, but it would scarcely be relished in a later 
age- when women were kept in the inner apart­
ments, and were never seen by men until-the day of 
their betrothal. Accordingly, the Hindu bard has 
endeavoured to veil this implied freedom of inter­
course by intimating that they had fallen in love 
with each other without having seen each other; 
and that they carried on an amatory correspondence 
by means of birds with golden plumage, who were 
gifted with a power of speech far beyond the mere 
imitative faculty of parrots, and corresponding in 
every respect to the intellectual faculty as exercised 
by human beings. Thus, whilst it is possible to 
believe that the interest of a youth or maiden may 
bo awakened by a description of a beautiful damsel 
or a handsome hero, it is impossible to believe that 
the deep affection of the love-sick Damayantf for 

; the gallant Nala could have existed without a sight 
j of the beloved object; and it is still more impossible
l . . .  . , .  ’ , „ . .  i • i * i .  Incident nf Knlftto believe that the episode of the speaking birds is m»kh>$ it&way* CO ti)o Ulnar

anything more than a pretty fable introduced by the 
Hindu bard. Again, it is distinctly intimated tl iat ijl‘en*eut oi tlw

(*£, 6AU' fy-m >x,£, "ff c g tO ib c x V  A  t t : ■■ ‘



(fiT
’ ' \ c u  '  ' u L j

msK T  OT *■ tlinaedisttely before Die B way am vara, the hero made 
tart in, his way into the presence of Damayanfcf,' on which 

occasion the royal maiden pledged her troth to Nala, 
by promising to choose no other husband. Here 
again the prudish bard appears'to be .shocked, not at 
the interview itself, but at the possibility of such an 
interview taking place in the inner apartments,, 
Accordingly, the incident is disguised, by a story of 
a power to pass where he pleased without being 
hindered, which is said to have been granted to Nala 
by thd god Indra, and which, like the story of the 
birds, may be safely rejected as a more creation of 
the imagination Again, the sequel turns upon a 
plot which was diametrically opposed to later ideas. 

Ĥ XSSkop. Hamayanti secures the presence of her long-lost 
mimical ideas. husband at her father’s city, by pretending that she 

was about to choose a second husband; an idea which 
appears so perfectly in accordance with the Usages of 
the Vedic period, that the Raja of Ayodhya does not 
doubt the rumour for a moment; but, at the same time, 
was so foreign to the ideas of the Erdhjjlfans, that the 
poet duly represents a second marriage as something 
unholy. Indeed an insinuation in the present day 
of the possibility of a second marriage, would be re­
garded as the deepest insult which could possibly 
be indicted upon the father of the widow, 

conception or The main purpose of the story seems to be toan avenging Ne« i * ■*- ^
mews. illustrate that conception of an avenging Nemesis 

which was undoubtedly familiar to the ancient 
bards. The ruin of Nala was brought about by an 
evil spirit named Kali, a personification of the Kali 
age, who envied his excess of happiness, and sud- 

Gambungnot denly reduced him to the extreme,st misery. As 
regards the gambling, it is curious to remark that

X X  G'cvXx J . • 1 ’ ‘ ; , '
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whilst the progress of the match and the evils of history or 
dice are delineated with a master hand,..gambling nw m. 
itself Is not hold up to reprobation. On the- con- ~ 
irary, whilst Nala loses his Kaj by the dice, he re­
covers it by the same mums, and even deliberately 
perfects himself in dice-throwing for the purpose of 
effecting this object.

The pictures'which are presented in succession Graph* pe- 
to the eye are calculated to impart a vivid concep- sfc01̂  
tion of the civilization which prevailed in ancient 
times. The damsels chasing the birds in the royal Damsyanu and

o # her .ip&ideny.
garden, the melancholy, of the love-sick maiden, and
the flocking of the Eajas to the Swayarriyara, are all
told 'with considerable power. The description of the swayaww

;  , ra  of Damaynottthe Sway am vara is unique, and contains none 
those rude incidents which characterize the Sway-  ̂
am vara of Draupadi, and which must he referred to 
a rude and patriarchal, age. On the other hand,
Dam ay anti appears throughout as a maiden of high 
rank and blood; and whilst she is invested with the 
right of choice, and exhibits an undisguised prefer­
ence for one particular hero, yet her maidenly 
modesty is preserved with rare delicacy, and even 
the public expression of her affection in no way 
militates against her conduct, as a pure, loving, and 
unsophisticated girl. The picture of the gambling 
match is equally sensational, though far less coarse Sflyudiiw!- 
and barbarous than the gambling match of Yudhish-t,ur% 
tliira. The interest does not turn upon such a rude 
scene as that which transpired in the gambling 
booth of the Kaiiravas, and in which a matron was 
rudely handled by a successful gamester. Indeed, 
in the present instance, the interest of the scene 
turns upon the alarm of the Council and the people;



iris-TOiti' oj? the convulsive efforts, of the terrified wife to arrest 
pSwt her husband in his frantic-play; and the quiet agony 

with which she sends her children to her fathers 
Thewws<ievo- house. Thon, again, the devotion of Eanmyaritf to 

her ruined husband, and her refusal to lea ve him in 
the jungle, are depicted with, an appreciation of 
woman’s love, and a truthfulness to human nature, 

Episode of the which are the essence of real poetry. The incidentbiftis a *
of Nala’s single garment being carried away by the 
birds is -perhaps too artificial to awaken the syni- 

rinsodeoftho pathies of a European reader, but the episode of the 
Bo<mein tbe fishes is touching to the last degree. So, too, is the 

scene of the pair spending the night in a hut;—-the 
wife fallen into a heavy slumber through toil and 
privation ; the husband sleepless from remorse, and 
maddened with the sight of the being whom his 
folly has reduced to such sore extremity, until he 
hesitates whether to stay or go; and, finally, the 
horror of Damayantf cm awaking and finding that 
her husband, has abandoned her, and that she is 
alone in the jungle. The story of the serpent and 
the huntsman, again, can scarcely perhaps be realized 
by the European to the same extent as it is by tbe 

NiiAtSC.-7K-1of Hindu; but the terrible night scene in which atho horde of “ ©
treiplmg down horde of wild elephants rush through the eneamp- 

ment of a caravan, trampling and. goring to death 
all that comes in tlieir way, can scarcely fail to in- 

ivtaiifc. spire every reader with awe and terror. The pic­
tures of palace life are equally real. The old Ram' 
beholding from the terrace of the palace at Chedi a 
mad woman followed by a crowd of boys; the rapid 
driving of Nala into the city of Vidarbha ; the noise 
of the peacocks and elephants; the entertainment 
of one Raja by another without any question as to

. . ■ ; (SI.
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the reason of th e  visit; are scenes which evidently history ov 
belong to an age of Hindil civilization. But the Vatu' itM. 
beautiful description of the interview between NaJa JSxqufsite de*. 

and Damayantf, the final reconciliation ot the bus- 
band and the wife, and the bringing in of the chil- Dama,J'ao‘'i 
dren, exhibit the workings of the human heart with 
a power and truthfulness which cannot fail to 
awaken a universal sympathy in evory-ago or clime, 
in which husbands may be temporarily separated 
from their wives, and the children are introduced as 
forming the bond of union.
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LEGENDS O F  DIWAt X n I.

h is t o r y  or The story of the love adventures of Devay&nf, 
rlu1/ni. ^ te daughter of a Br&liman priest named Sukra, 

represents a new phase both in human character and 
twicto’tiwVof1' Hiitdu history. The heroine Devayrinf furnishes a 

striking contrast to the modest, gentle, and devoted 
Damayantt, for site is a self-willed and vindictive 
girl, who prides herself upon being the daughter of 
a Bnihmai! priest, and who occasionally meets with 
some mortifying rebuffs, for which she seeks to gain 

Dovayfti .y a pitiful revenge. The father of the morose young 
|^mi||nrof damsel is a fair type of the Br&hman - priests of both 
# te’ ancient and modern times, who occasionally keep a 

village or a tribe in strict subordination, by preying 
upon their superstitious fears, and arrogating to 
themselves the power of bringing rain from heaven, 
or healing- diseases, or securing victory in battle, or 
averting any of the thousand ills to which flesh is 
heir. In the first instance Devayani entertains an 
unrequited affection for her father’s pupil; and on 
finding that her advances are rejected she exhibits 
that sourness of disposition which subsequently be­
comes a marked feature in her character; and 
which leads to her engaging in a girlish quarrel

*2
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v, ilh the daughter of the Raja as to their re- OF
speclive ranks* whiclx Is earned on with considerable Part m  
spirit, .and terminates in an unexpected and amusing* 
manner.

The period in which the events seem to have 
transpired may be easily inferred from the surround­
ing circumstances. The story contains no satistac- 
tory traces of the Yedic age, and evidently belongs ,irahiJ‘iU’u: a*°- 
to an early- period-in the b rah m a n ie age; inasmuch 
as the interest tarns first upon the Brahmanical rule 
that a pupil is prohibited from marrying the daugh­
ter of his preceptor ; and secondly, upon a primitive 
assertion of Brahmanical supremacy over a  supersti­
tions and barbarous tribe. There is one remarkable 
feature in the story which is of some historical import­
ance. It will bo seen that Sukra, the father of Deva- 
yani, was not the priest and preceptor of a tribe of 
■Aryans, or De vat As, but of a tribe of JDaityas; and 
the Daityas wore the dark-complexioned aborigines 
who arc generally represented as the enemies of the 
Aryans, From this circumstance it may be inferred the 6r&hn»n.«J # • ♦ a professional
that the Brahmans were not originally a tribe or na- 
tioiiality, but a professional class of priests who were awlabor,f U 
os ready to officiate for one race as for another, for 
the Turanian, aborigines of the country as well as for 
■the Aryan invaders.. The same circumstance also 
throws some light upon the means by which the 
Brahman missionaries, who made their way into the 
territories of the aborigines, established their ascend­
ancy over the rude and barbarous tribes who appear 
in the Rig-Veda as the enemies of the Aryans.

The legends respecting Dovayani may now be 
related as follows:—
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iSiifenTprî tof Ih  days of old when the Daityas and Deyatas were at war 
thp/l)Wi.yaa. for |]^ | govornment' of the World, S uk ra  was tho priest and 
y preceptor of the Daityas, and Yriliaspati was the priest and
gnoH ottiw preceptor of tho Devatds; and Kanju, the son of Yiihaspnti,

became a pupil in the house of Sukra. 
love pMsagoa Mow Sukra had a daughter named Devaydnl; and she 
Ih^rupii '̂ îu’- and Kanju passed -.heir time ye ty pleasantly together; for
km, fivifl Deva- r  , i -•
.yaiii,fi|iedmtgh- both were very young, and iianju always reverenced I)e~ 

yayanl as though she wore his own sister, and rendered her 
every service as though, he were- her brother. Sometimes 
she sang to him, and sometimes he sang to her, or he would 
relate to her famous stories of ancient tim es; and Devay&iu 
began to feel a deep love for her lather’s pupil, and could 

Sukra/aeiiv<*9 never be happy m#e in the presence of Kanju. But all thisbis “iv.pil fiotn ‘ “ . . .  . ' ,.,, , . , ,
thowKEth of the while the Daityas were wroth that their priest bukra should.l)»ilv'its, ' L

teach all his spoils and mantras to the son of the priest of 
their enemy. One day when Kanju was taking his tutor’s 

, cows to pasture, the Daityas .carried him off; and Devayfm'i 
seeing the cows return home without him, immediately told 
her father, who thereupon compelled the Daity as to restore 
the youth. After this when Kanju had gone into the jungle 
to gather flowers for the sacrifice, the Daityas again found 
him and carried him away; and Deyaydnl went to her father, 
and acquainted him with what the Daityas had done, hut 
Sukra refused to interfere, saying I  cannot be always 
compelling the Daityas to restore Kanju.-” Then Devayimi 
urgently entreated her father , and sa id :— “ 0  father, this 
youth is the son of Yrihaspatf and the grandson of Angivas, 
and he has served yon better than a son, and if you do not 
interfere X will not live another day.-” bo Sukra threatened 
the Daityas that he would pronounce a curse upon them 
unless they delivered up Kanju; and they, being sore afraid 
of the Brahman, permitted the young man to return to the 
house of his preceptor.

K»n)unmiarw Now when tho years of the studentship of Kanin wereto rt'lHrn i .-hia 1 Jfather t> house.

Aj;®; • y -'-1 . . .
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fully accoraplialied, lie desired >,o leave his tutor and take up HISTORY of 
Ids abode in bis lather’s - Louse; and Sukra, having taught
him all be .know, 'spoke very kindly to him, and p e rm itted .--------:----
him to take bis leave. Then Kanju went to Devayara and

I  -prayed Ivor also to permit him to d ep art; bu.t Dovayani said : pro-
0  Kanju, I have long’ nourished an entire friend n it ip for 

you : Do you now demand me of my father in marriage, and 
espouse me in proper form.” Kanju replied:— rt Your lather Kimju declines, 
is the-same to me as my father, and you are my perfect sla­
te r ;  .How then can X ask. for you in marriage ? Moreover,
-you. are the daughter of my tutor, and I -have served you 
with clasped hands as a sign of reverence; How then can I 
take yo,u for a wife, and suffer you to serve me ? ”  Devaymu i)ovayi-ni n>
said.;-...“ I f  a young man be- instructed by a preceptor he
does not thereby become the son of his preceptor: You are
the son of the Brahman Vrihaspatl, and I am the daughter
of the Brahman riukra, and there has always been a firm
alliance between your family and mine, and for a very long
time, there lias been a friendship between you and me : How
then can it be in any way improper for you to demand '.me
of rby father in marriage ? ” But K anju 'still persisted in Kanju peri
his refusal, saying I am the son of your father, and I
will never presume to ask your father to give you to me;
for you are the daughter of my tutor, and have the right of
sisterhood in regard to me.” Then Devaydm ' was very oevay&rrf ctrses
wroth, and said:—HAs you have refused to accede to my
wishes, I  pronounce this curse, that all the mantras you have
learned of my father may prove of no avail when you utter
them.” Kanju r e p l i e d I  have served, you for many Kanju curse?
years, and if is my profound respect for you, as the daughter evsy4uL
of my tutor, that prevents my asking for you in marriage :
So as you have cursed me unjustly I  also curse you that no 
Brhlmiau shall ever demand you in marriage ; and that you 
shall only marry a Ivshatriya.” So saying, Kanju threw 
himself a t the foot of Oevayuni, and declared tha t he was 
her servant; and then he went his way to his father’s house,
Mul she. saw him no more.
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— --------- Borne time after, this, DeVayuai went out into tire
the jungle, accompanied by $armishfbfi, the daughter of the 

inishitfetiw"' Raja of the Daityas, and a number of. other young damsels 
jh-jsi, We their of the tribe, to take .their pleasu re amongst the trees and 
jungio.' flowers. On reaching- a pleasant pool, the damsels threw off 
^vu?ft»dlSftr- their garments and went into the water to bathe, when it so 
f:\VreJjkIJrthcir liappened that Vayu, the god of the wind, passed by, and 
fatfiew,1' *" seeing their clothes upon the bank, he mingled them up 

together.• Accordingly, when the damsels came out of the 
water, some of them put on the  clothes which belonged to 
tlie others, and Sarrnishtlxa put on tile dress of Devaydni, 
and Devaydnl put on the dress of SarmishtM. Devay&m 
then 'said to the daughter of the Raja :— “ My father is a 
.Brdhman, end yours is a Kshatriya, and therefore it does 
not become you to flaunt about in my clothes.” Bar- 
mi shtha replied :— “ When my father sits in Council, your 
father enters with clasped hands and pays him reverence ; 
so vthat honour can I gain by wearing your clothes ? I f  
you say another word about it, I  will order my maids to 

Uryaytoi p«sh- beat you and thrust you out. of the  city.”  Devayani replied 
ett mlo the wdi. W;̂ p a scowl g0 bitter, that Sartu ishthd slapped her face, and

pushed her into a dry well, and leaving her there returned 
with her other companions to the city.

Dcvay&m <le- Now it so happened that a  groat Raja named Yaydti was 
w*in!/£aj£u ' hunting that very day in the same jungle, and being very 

thirsty  he approached the well, whore instead of water he 
saw a beautiful young damsel. Accordingly, the Raja asked 
her who she was, and what she was doing in that well • 
and when he had heard her story ho stretched his right arm 
into the well and bade her take his hand. So the Raja took 
hold of her hand and drew her out of the well, and , lie 
uttered a blessing upon him, and he then took leave of tier 
and returned to his own city,

Dovnwni >.*. & Vindictiveness o f  Devm/dnLfuses' to rotuvii
tojhepieyafthe Dev ay am then proceeded a little way in the direction of

S  ,v’ o  12  THE MAMA TjiiAIlATA.
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her father's house. when she was .met by her own maid who history of 
liatt como out to rescue her, and wiio wept very much at Va*kxj Ui
seeing h e r ; but aho told the girt that it was no Lime f o r .......... ...... .
weeping, ami that she hail better go and tell Sukra what 
had happened, for that she herself would never enter the 
city again. The maid carried the story to Sukra, and 
was exceedingly wroth at hearing that his daughter had daughter, 
been pushed into the well by the daughter of the Raja,
He set off for the jungle, and taking Devaydnl in his arms, 
lie bade her not to grieve, for whatever m ight have been her 
offence against the Princess, it had been more than wiped 
away by the insult she had received. But Bevayaui was pev ay&pi ro-

,  '■ ,  fuses t>> Ijo coin-
determined that her father should, procure her revenge, and lofted, 

she |a id  that she cared very little about being thrust into a 
well, in comparison with hearing that her own father stood 
with clasped hands in. the presence of Sarinishth&’s father, 
and. begged alms of him, and that it was because of this 
saying of. Sarmishthd that she was resolved upon never 
again entering the city. Sukra desired her not to be 
troubled about that matter, for he never stood with clasped 
hands in the presence of the Baja, and asked alms of him, 
bu t the Raja stood in that posture before h im ; and the Raja 
and his tribe were his slaves, for without his prayers t hey 
could never procure the rains to M  in proper season. But 
Devayani refused to be pacified » and though ho discoursed 
to ile r upon the merit of patience and Ion gauffering, and of 
repaying good for evil, she declared that her heart, still 
burned with the taunts of Sarmishthd, and that it was better 
to die than to live with such insolent people.

Sukra, seeing his daughter in such affliction, was greatly Sâ ra thw>.stn» 
grieved, and he went to the palace, and found the Raja sitting 
with his Council. And lie was received with every respect 
by all present, anti invited to take the highest se a t; and 
after a short pause, ho spoke to the Raja as follows :— Ho 
who does evil to another will certainly reap the fruits of that 
evil, either in his own person or in the persons of his pos­
terity •. 1 am a man of mortifications and penances who has 
fallen amongst yon, and of me you have received nothing 

vol. 1. 33
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HiS'i'ORT m  But urnnixed good : By tho efficacy of my prayers the rains 
Bavei fallen in their proper season, and by my.mantra,3 your

— — ------ wounds have been healed after tho b a ttle : In  return you
have twice carried away the young man Kan ju, who cam0 to 
me for instruction, and now my daughter has been grossly 
insulted by your daughter, and thrown into a, well ; After 

JUftnw Of thft this I will remain with you no longer.” Then the Raja, was 
alarmed, and he tried to pacify the Bniinnan, saying:—
•‘ Why do you hold such language to us? Have we not. 
always treated you  with respect ? If  tho children have 
quarrelled amongst themselves, that is no reason why you 
should bo offended with us; and if you forsake us, we must 
fly to tho islands of the ocean, for without your aid we shall 
never bo able to withstand the Devatas.” Sukra replied that 
the Raja and Ids tribe might do what they liked, but that 
he was determined to leave a country in which his daughter 

jTiuriUiAikmof had been so grievously insulted. The Raja and the whole 
i!o oimnol'b;'-1 of the Council were then greatly alarmed, and humbled 
ftjujt"!B.dh- t |.iemf5e|Yeg yery much before the Brahman; and the Raja

laid his head at the feet of Sukra, and began to weep, and 
to implore tho priest to pardon him. Sukra, replied that if 
the 'Raja would pacify his daughter Bevayiim then he would 
remain, but unless she were reconciled he must go away to 
another country. !

The. Uaift pn- Thou the Raja of tho Baity as, accompanied by all his .
.S ffiM T be Council, went out of the city to seek .Devayani, and having ]
^ i n t  ioVc- f-oulK} her, the Raja spoke to her as follows :—“  We arc all 

the slaves of your father, and if my daughter lias behaved 
with incivility towards you, I  will do with her according to 
your command.” Devayani replied. :— 11 1 shall be satisfied 
upon one condition, that whensoever my father shall give j
me to a husband, your..daughter, who has thrown mo into j
a well, shall be given to me as my servan t/’ The Raja 
sa id :— “ This is a light thing for me, who am ready to 
sacrifice my own life to appease Sukra,: "Why, then, should 
I hesitate to give you my daugh ter?”  So ho sent a 
messenger to the palace to tell Sarmishtha tha t she was to 

SarraishtM enter the service of Devayani. And Sarmislithd repliedobc.a.

1 • __"



“ W hatever nay father commands I  will obey, for 1 have no insxofty op 
remedy.” The Raja\$ daughter then set out with her slave Paju, m . 
girls to present herself to her father ; and. he immediately ”  
made her over, together with her maids,- to the service of 
the daughter of the Biihrnan. Devayani then proceeded 
with great joy into the city, accompanied by her hither ; and 
henceforth Sttrmi'shfchii presented herself every day to  Deva- 
ydnl to receive her commands and do what she was ordered, 
and then returned to her own apartments.

4. M a rria g e  o f  D e m y  end an d  Y a y a ti-

One day Devaydm went out of the city, attended by 
Sarndshthli and her maids, and they came to the place whore * ^ ^ ŝ rHw 
Farm bhtM  had pushed Devayam into the well. In this wuiL 
pleasant - spot, where the trees were loaded with delicious 
fruits, and the verdure was enlivened by running streams,
Pevayam sat down upon the grass; and some of her com­
panions sat by her, whilst others stood round about them in 
groups conversing. A t that moment Raja Yayati was 
hunting in the forest, and whilst in hot pursuit of'a stag, he 
suddenly burst m  upon the damsels, The sight of so much 
lovoliness'hilinost deprived Yayfiti of his senses, for they 
wove all in the prime of b eau ty ; though Devayani and 
Sarah shtha were incomparably more lovely than the others,
Whilst in dignity and grace Sarmishtha was superior to  
Devayani. The Raja immediately alighted from his horse 
and begged the damsels to tell him who they w ere; and 
Devaydni answered him and said “ I am the daughter of 
irhfkra, the preceptor of the Daityas, and this is Sarm ishtlri, 
the daughter of the Raja of the Daityas, and wherever I  go, 
she always attends mo.” Raja Yayati replied :—■“ Sarmish- Vay4ti .
tM  is the daughter of a great Raja, and excels you in ole- ĥ uceome tu©1 
g an ce : H ow then is it that she has become your slave ? ” vay&ni. > 
Ilevayini said that it was by the will of God, and desired him 
not to ask any more such questions, but to answer her in- 

V quiries and tell her who it was that had come amongst them 
arrayed in royal vestments and with a resplendent counten-

; I  l i  . <s l
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history ov ance. The .Raja replied that his uajiio was Yayd.tb that 
j ,.fl (l(j<,oerif]cd from a long line of Raiafc, and that lie had

—--------- come- into the forest.' to hunt deer, in like manner as she had
come to gather the flowers; and he likewise said that what­
soever she commanded him to do, he would perform. So 

Bfivayani re- Devayum said. :— “ All these damsels are my slaves, and this
c“imiŵ iS!U 10 lady also, who is the daughter of a great Raja, is my slave;

and. my request to you is that you espouse mo in due form.”
YftyjiUMenses Yayati replied:-—<f I  am a Kshatriya and you are a Ifrah- 
"• ‘ man : How then can I  take you for my wife ? .Bevayiim said.:

—“ Ail the Eshatriyas were begotten hy the Brahmans, and 
you yourself aro descended from a Rishi.” Yayati ropliod 
that this was true, but that the rule of life had changed, 
and that it  was not proper for him now to marry the 
daughter of a Brahman. But Devaydid rejoined that the 

iivh«d her uoui mode of espousal among the Eshatriyas was for the man to 
diewoW take the woman hy the hand, and this he had already done 

with her • and she reminded him of his having delivered her 
from the ■well, when he had taken her by the hand and lifted 
her o u t; and she said :— “ Since you have given me your 
hand and taken mine, I  will never give my hand to any other 

VayiHi s reply, husband.” So the Raja was afraid of her, and said ;—“ I f  
your father will give you to me I  will espouse you, -but I  
cannot take you without the consent of your father.”

Yay'sti’s iuW- Then Raja Yayiti went his way to the house of Sukra, 
kHtf au* aud respectfully sainted him. At that moment Devayuni re­

turned also from the forest, and entered the house, and said 
to her father :— <( This is the Raja who gave me his hand 
to deliver me from the well, and since he has given me his 
hand, I  will never give mine to any other man.”  Then 
Sukra said :— “ 0  Raja, since yon have first given your hand 
to my daughter, I  now give my daughter to you : You are 
a mighty Raja, and I  have an unbounded affection for my 
daughter, and I therefore pray you to use her kindly.”  Yay i ti  
replied :— “ I  too am very desirous for this marriage, but I  am 
afraid lest I  commit a crime in marrying a Brahman.” Sukra 
sa id :— ,f Take no concern; I  will absolve you. from any 

X & D «vIa‘ guilt in this respect, and pray the Almighty that true eg-
yani.



teem and affection may subsist ’between' my daughter and h i s t o r y  of. 
y o n ” Sixkra then chose a fortunate moment, and performed pAp..
fcbo rite* of marriage between Raja Yayfi.fi and bis daughter — ---- r----
Dm iiviiiu'.

After many days Raja Yayati took his leave of Sukra, 
and departed with bis wife Dovay&m for his own c ity ; omlrily* 
and Devaydnf took SarmishtM with her. In  duo course 
they reached the city of Yayati, which was. as resplendent 
as the city of Ind ra; and there the- Raja placed Devaydnf 
in a splendid palace, according to her rank, and appointed 
a house for Sarmishtba in the garden. Then Raja Yayati. 
lived for a long while in great happiness with his wife 
.Devaydnf, and she gave birth to two eons, Sadu and 
Tnrvusu.

5 SarmishtM’ $ revenge.

A t length it so happened that one day Raja Yayati went T.ove passage
. ... . , .  1 1 , . „  , ’7 , ,  . between Vayftti
to walk in the garden wherein was the house of barmisntha, and SarmishtM. 
and as he passed by  she came out and made him a reverence.
And the Baja was enamoured with her beauty and elegance, 
and He entered her apartment and sat down, and said to 
her i— “ Yon are the daughter of a great Baja, and. I  aui very 
desirous to espouse you, but when Sukra sent you along 
with Devayaiii to accompany me hither, he bade me take 
every care of you, hut never to make you my wife, and I 

■ pledged myself to obey, and now I  do not know how to 
escape from my promise.”  Sarmishtha replied :— (t A friend 
is a friend’s second self ; Devaydnl and T are such friends :
Therefore when you married her, you at the same time mar­
ried me.” Yayati then said :-— f It is m y  rule of conduct 
never to refuse a request which any one may please to m ake; 
and therefore whatever you may ask of me I will assuredly 
grant.”  So Sarmfshthd asked that she might become the 
mother of a son.

Some months after this it was told to Devaydnl that samhhtte
... . , ,, . . . .  v , gi <m birth to f>,Sarnusi.tM had given birth to a son; and she was greatly son.
afflicted, and went to Sarmishthd, and said :— “ So vou could Wrath of»eva-. , ' ySns.
not persevere any longer in the preservation of your chasfc-

I  !  I  .. § L
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hip iobt oi' i ty : Who is the 'father of this fluid ?”  Sarubahthtf fop b e d : 
lira? Hi/ Rishbof the most h>ly life and conduct came to me,

—-----’------ and I desired him to rjipouge me : lie did espouse me, aridSarmisihthA’stJx- , . _ . , ■ - ,
euse- this son ig the trait of our union : i have committed no

crime in th is! ” Dovnydnl said If  this, be true you are 
iiiTiocent: but do you not know who that Rislii. was ? ” 
SarmiahtM replied -—“ The.light of that Brahman was like 
that of the sun., and from' the greatness o' nuy avv;e I could 
not ask him Ms nam e” . Devaydni sa id :—“ As this is the 
case you have1 done right, and I  have n o t  suffered by your 
wrong doing.”  So she returned to her .own palace.

Dovayfijni tils- After soiuo years Raja Yajj&ti was walking in the gar- 
yiitj iHtho fail, r den with Devaydni, when • they cat&e to the house occupied 
eiiihiivu, by Sannishtha; and Devayani saw three boys at -play, 

who appeared to be the most beautiful children in the world. 
She accordingly asked the .Raja whose children they were, 
for their countenances greatly resembled, his own. The 
Raja gave her no answer ; so JDevay&ni called the boys and 
asked them, whose sons they were. The boys immediately 
pointed with their fingers to the Raja, and sa id :— “ Wo arc­
hie sons j ” and then pointing to Sarmishfchl, they said :— 
R That ia our mother.” They then ran to the Raja, and tried 
to put their arms round his neck ; but he, in order to dis­
semble' with Dovay&m, and keep her .in good humour, thrust; 
the children away, and they went crying to tlieir mother. 
Dovay&nl then turned to Sarmishtha, and said I t  is all 
a lie you told m e .about a Rxahi coming to you; I t is all 
my own fault, for not keepi ng’ you day and night in constant 
attendance upon, rue: But you arc the daughter of a Daitya, 

SarmishtM’sdo- and a lie is no offence in your eyes.”  Sarmishtlid replied ;— 
feuce" “ I  told you no lie at all, for the Raja is a Rishi, inasmuch

as h e :follows the same form of worship as the Rudds : Re­
sides, I  am no purchased slave that I may not look out for 

Dovay&m re- & husband without your leave.”  JDevuyunl then told the 
Raja that she would never more enter his house to have a 
slave treat her as an equal in his presence. So she im­
mediately went away to the house of her father.1

1 JJwc the story virtually ends. Devayhni declared that she would live no
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The foregoing legends of Dovfty&uf are valuable H;S’™  01? 
.relics of the early age of Brahmanism, and throve a vast at. 
ne w light upon one of the most obscure portions of gg&pg* 
II.Ln.dd history . The most important element i n the w  
stow is perhaps the opposition which is exhibited fwlm'tiie I>S- 
between the Devatfis, or fair-complexumed Aryan ; ^  »*£**. 
invaders, and the Daityas, or dark-complexioned 
aborigines of the country. In the lug-Veda this 
opposition clearly appears as one between the in­
vaders and the aboriginal inhabitants ; and as the 
Vedic hymns are the expression of Aryan senti­
ments and'ideas, the aborigines are naturally alluded, 
to in terms of hatred and reproach as robbers and 
cattle-lifters. In the subsequent age to which the 
forotfomo’ 1 blends belong, the traditions oi the old v<arh i,{i>evaui« 
wars between the Aryans and the aborigines became ,!i:
converted into mythical legends of wars between 
the Devatds, or gods, and the Daityas, or demons, 
which was carried on for the empire of the worlds 
This circumstance has led to a strange confusion o f g g g | . e  
ideas in many of the Brahmanieal versions of the v»t;Vj ancl IHdfc- 

old traditions. Sometimes the term Devatls refers to ^  
the Vedic pantheon, in which Indra appears as sove­
reign; sometimes, however, as in the present story, 
it seems to refer to the Aryan people, who were tho 
worshippers of the Vedic deities. Then, again, the

longer with the Raja, and earned her complaint to Iter father Snkra, who there­
upon pronounced a curse of old ago upon Yay5.fi. The curse is anid to have taken 
effect, but Sttkra offered to remove if. by transferring it to any one of Yay&ti’s sorts, 
who would agree to accept the infliction. Yadu, his eldest son by !■ waybill, 
refused, and was curv'd that his posterity should never enjoy dominion., and ho 
ultimately became the ancestor of tho Yadovas,' dr cowherds, iheii till the other 
sons of the Raja refused, and wore cursed in like manner, excepting the youngest 
son by Sarnlitathd, -who was named Rum, and who agreed to bear the burden of 
his father's old age for a period of a thousand years, and who ultimately became 
the ancestor of the Phndavas and the Kauravas.

• e •. ■ . lS L
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jtosTOfiY of term. Daityas was applied both' to demons and to
INDIA. „ 1 1

pakx iu. the aborigines, and haying thus become current as 
~ a- t e r  m 0f .reproach, it was apparently applied in a

still later age to the Buddhists. Thus- the question 
occasionally arises as to whether the term Daityas 
applies to  the aborigines who preceded the Aryans, 
or to the demons who fought agaiList the gods, or to 
the Buddhists who fought against the worshippers of 
the Linga. In the present instance the term un­
doubtedly applies to the aborigines.

|rcn4hipbn. Another point for consideration is the curious
friendship which existed between the Brihman 

we at enmity. prjes ĝ Qf  rjyaj tribes, even when those tribes were
at war. Thus the son of the priest of the Devat&s 
is entertained as a pupil in the house of the priest 
of the Daityas; a circumstance which naturally ex­
cited the jealousy of the Daityas, and led to that 
animosity of the Daityas towards the pupil, which, 
but for the interposition of Sukra, would have led. 
to his destruction.

The legend of the marriage of Devaydni and 
Yaydti seems to he cumbered with some mythical 

v S d uil)t' detail for the purpose of ennobling. the tribe of 
Yddavas, to which Krishna belonged, by represent­
ing them to have been descended from one of the 
ancient Rajas of Bhdrata and the daughter of a, 
Br&hraan. In the genealogical lists Yayati appears 
as the great-grandfather of Raja Bh&rata; a circum­
stance which may well be doubted, if the theory be 
accepted that the Bnilimans held but a subordinate 
rank in, the Vedic age. The story of Sarmishthd is 
very suggestive, but scarcely calls for comment. It 
may, however, be observed that the explanation of 
SarrnishtM, that a Rishi was the father of her chil-
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dren, refers to an extraordinary and revolting dog- h i s t o r y  o f  

ma, which is especially connected with the worship p^xm. 
of Krishna, that a woman acquires religions merit 
by intercourse with her religious preceptor; and 
even in the present day this abominable idea has vileges ciaiminl

?! •> byoortair Br&b-
not been who!ly eradicated from India, and notably *“  
finds expression amongst a sect in the Bombay 
Presidency which is known by the name of the 
MaMrajas.
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CHAPTER IV.

C'HANDKAHASA AND B1KYA.

h i s t o r y  m  T he story of Ckandrahasa and Bikya appears
INDIA. „ . . J *

Paet ILL more like a, romance titan a historical tradition, and 
it<*mwittc eha-’ seems to belong to a much later era than any of the 
Btoryf foregoing legends. In the first place, it will bo
tea«.,dintlw noticed that the scene is. laid in the Dekhan, or 
tosmplesl8-40 south of India. The narrative contains allusions to 

temples which do not appear to have existed in the 
Vedic age; and indeed it may be remarked that no 
ruins of temples have hitherto been found in India of 
a date antecedent to the age of Buddhism. Again, 

Education of the story turns upon a letter which was written by a
.v i-, mv Indies in . •* *■ J
writin|;ina Minister to his son, and which a young lady could 

not only read, but was able to alter with her own 
hand; circumstances which plainly indicate a mo­
dern origin; for in the earlier legends messages are 
always carried by word of mouth, and none of the 
ancient heroines appear to have been able to read 

mi!4?ca1 o *titein" or wr^ e- The story is based upon a belief in as- 
aTfort.moS trology, and involves the idea that the influence of 
tiwphjwogno- ^  stars js perceptible not only in the fortunes of

an individual, but in bis physiognomy; a belief 
which was once as widely spread, in Europe as it 
still is in India, and to this day the terms mercurial,
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jovial, and saturnine are employed to express those mî pobv or 
characteristics of temperament which were once past m. 
supposed to result from the influences of the planets 
Mercury, Jupiter, end Saturn.

The story, which needs no preliminary explana- story;, 
tion, may now he related as follows:—

1. Chandrahasa, the fortunate hot/.
Far away in the farthest extremity of the. Dekhan, in the nuu^of ehsn- 

couctry whore camphor is collected, there lived a .Raja who 
was doomed to suffer the severest adversity. To this Raja 
a son was horn, when the full moon was in the most favour­
able of all the lunar mansions, and who was thus destined 
to enjoy the highest prosperity. Very soon after the birth 
of this son, a powerful enemy invaded the country, and the 
Raja was slain with most of Ms army, and his Raul perished 
on the funeral pile. The nurse then fled away with the Preservedaitve 
infant to a city named Kutuwal, but told to no one the 
secret of the child’s' parentage. She put herself out to 
service, and supported herself and the- child by the proceeds 
of her toil 3 but after three years she died, and the little 
boy was thus thrown, destitute upon the world.

The child now wandered about without a soul to care 
for him. Sometimes the people of the city gave him a little 
provision out of charity, and at night he sheltered himself 
in a pagoda. When he was five or six years old he began 
to associate and play with other children of his own ago; 
and sometimes the boys would take him to their own homes, 
and their m others, hearing that he was wi thout a parent or 
a friend, would take pity upon him, and give him victuals 
and clothes, and wash him. and take a liking to him. < me 
day h happened to go to the house of the Minister of the 
Raja of Kutuwal, and a number of KLshis and astrologers K̂ jaof K«tu- 
were present who were well skilled in the science of physi- 

, ognoray • and when they saw the boy they said to one an­
other :—“ Who is he ? for on his face are all the signs of 
royalty.”  TSTo one, however, knew him, and when they


