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CHAPTER 1.

NALA AND DAMAYANTI,

Tre threo Hindd traditions which will now be
exhibited in an English dress, are not only exquisite
pictures of ancient Hindd life, but seem to refer to

three distinet epochs in the History of India. Their

respective titles, and the age to which they appear to
belong, may be indicated as follows ;— '
Nala. and Damayanti—the Vedic period.
Devaydnf and Yaydti—the Brahmanic period,
Chandrahasna and Bikya—-the modern period.
The first of these stories, namely, “ Nala and
Damayantf,” is widely known to English readers
through the metrical translation of Dr Milman.?
The events seem to have occurred in the Vedic pe-
riod, or that period which preceded Brahmanism ;
for although Brahmans are introduced it is only to
act as messengers, and the marriage rites of the hap-
py pair are not performed by a Brahman, but by the
Raja who was the father of the bride. But it must
have belonged to a late stage in the Vedic period,
and at a date when the Aryzms were already settlod

1 A free translation in blank verse by My Charles Bruce appem-ed in Fraser's
Magazine for Deceraber, 1868, and January, 1864, and is peshaps even more popu-
lar than that of Dr Milman.



' in Hinddstan, for the hero was a Rajain Nishada or msrouy ol
‘the Bhil country, whilst the heroine was the daughter paean.
' the modem Berar.  Again, the evidences of civiliza- Bk,
" tion which are furnished by the story, combined

with the geographical position of the leading actors,
~indicate a period long subsequent to the great war of

. the awe in which the poem itself was composed ;
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ofa Raja of the Dekhan who reigned at Vidarbha, iduanceothe

s into bthe |

Bharata, It will also be remarked that the Vedie puwiertionor s

- the Vedid

deities, who are represented as being present at the deitles
Swayamyvara of Damayanti, seem to have lost their
abstract nature, and appear as human beings, who

pay great respect to a Brdhman sage, and are to

some extent humbled by the hero of the tradi-

tion; whilst a considerable number of supernatural §rpensia
dotails have been infroduced, either to disguise some

usage in the origingl tradition which was condemned

by a subsequent age, or as artificial embellishments

which have been introduced in accordance with a
meretricious taste which appears to have prevailed |
in the later era of Sanskrit literature. Indeed a wide wideinteral

« 5 § between the ago
interval appears to separate the age in which the g,};f;,gﬂ:;‘,;;—,‘;{;"“
the age when

main events of the story actually took place, from fho poem s
somposed,
and thus while the tradition belongs to a period

when the Vedic deities were still worshipped, and

the rites of marriage were performed by Rajas, the

poem must have been thrown into its present form

in a far later age of Brahmanism, when the worship
of the Vedic deities had fallen into decay, and the
Brahmanical sages were held to be equal if not su-
perior to the gods.

The leading incidents in the story of Nala and Msin inciden
: of the story.

Damayantf may be thus indicated :—

1st, The Loves of Nala and Damayanti.



il ;BHARA;DA .

| ng%xﬁr oF 2nd Thc Swa.} amvara of Da.mayanti
Part I 8rd, The Gambling Match between I\a,la and
i Pushka,ra,.
4th, The Exile of Nala and Damd,y&ntf
5th, Nala’s desertion of Damayantf.
- 6th, Adventures of Nala.
Tth, Discovery of Damayanti.
-81;11, Discovery of Nala.
9th, Nala’s Drive from Ayodhy4 to Vldarblm
10th, Damayant{ recovers her husband,
i 11th, Nala recovers his Raj.
Stary of Nala The story of Nala and Da.mayantz may now bo

and Damayantt.
related as follows :—

1. The Loves of Nala and Damayantt,

Naln, Raja of In anecient times there lived in Nishadha a certain Raja
Nishadha or the )

Bhilcountry,  mamed Nala, and he was handsome, brave, majestic, and
splendid, gifted with the choicest virtues, renowned for his
skill in archery and in taming horses, of unblemished truth,
admired by noble women, but loving dice exceedingly ; and
he was also deoply read in the Vm]as, and had brought every

{)nmetnﬂti the gonse and passion under control, Farther sonth; in the city
“heautili
S ot of Vidarbha, reigned Kaja Bhima, terrible in strength, whose
Vidurbn or - blooming and slender-waisted daughter Damayantt was fa-
Beray, in the ; AR i

han, mous amongst all the Rajas for her radiant charms and ex-

Mufualtove of cooding grace. And Nala, the tiger amongst Rajas, had so

%E&;‘;ﬁa often heard of the exquisite loveliness of Damayanti, the
pearl of maidens, that he was enamoured without having
seen her; and the soul-disturbing Damayanti had, in like
manner, 80 often been told of the godlike comeliness and
virtues of the hero Nala, that she secretly desired to hecome
his bride.

The swan with Now on & certain day Raja Nala wandered toa grove and

polden wings

romises o pondered on his deep love for Damayanti, when a flock of
nduge Dama-

yanii to think  gwang with golden plumage flew into the grove; and he

. of no one bub

Nala. caught one of the bright birds, And the bird cried out ;:—

h



_.’nob‘, 0 genﬁlc—s Ra,}a., a.ud I W'ﬂl RO prmser thee MO e
the presence of Damayantf, that she shall think of no other M A
,mtm but thee.”  So Nalu set it froe, and the bird of golden -*-—m-—'-“—“‘
wing flew away with all its companions to the city of Vi
darbha, and entered the garden of Raja Bhima. And the
beantiful Damayanti was sporting with her maidens in the
garden, when they all beheld a Huck of swans who dropped
their golden plumes ; and the slonder-waisted damsels chased
the bl‘]ghb birds about the garden, when suddenly a swan A
-tumed round, to Damayanti, and said in the languago of mheswan -': :
(men = O Damayanti, thou art the loveliest of maidens, i)
. and Nala is the handsomest of heroes; if the peerless wed
“the peerless how happy will be the union.”” | Then the royal
: __'ma.ldml sottly said to the bird :—“ Speak the same words to
. Nola!” Andthe bird fluttered its golden wings, and flew
'away tp Nishadha, and told all to Nala. ._
'\ Meantime the beautifal maiden orow pale and dejected Melanohaly o'
[ van they father’s Court at Vidarbha. She conld ot slesp, she '
. eften wept, she found ng joy in banquets or in conversation,
- and she gazed upon the sky ab night-time with a look of wild
distraction; for her heart was wholly possessed with a deep
love for Nala. 8o the maidens told her royal father that
Damayant! was fading away into o deep melancholy, = And

' the Raja of Vidarbha said :—* My daughter is full grown, and Raja Bhima

3 prociaims &
_muaﬁ be given awuy in mar nuge » And he sent Brihmans Swayamvara,

- round the world to proclaim a Swayamyara; and all the
 Raj ‘f the earth who had heard of the divine loyveliness of Asemuling of
all _'"Dama-wimtk, flocked to the Court of Bhima, with all the pomp 1}“&?; A
. of chaviots and horses, and elophants, and armies. And |
Bhima. welcomed them all with due cmlrtusy and entertained
them well.
. Now at this time the holy sage Nérada ascended on Nirada, the

e A T sago, carries the
. high to the heaven of Indra.  And Indra gave him honouy. newiof the .

T Bwaysmyarato :
- able welcome, and said :—¢ Where, O sage, are all the Rajas, ludsw it
) that they come not to my abode P! And Nérada replied :
—0 clond-compeller, all the Rajas and their mighty sons
bave gone to the Swayamvara of Damayanti, for she, the

loveliest of maidens, is about to choose a husband for her:

YOLT, , 8l : - i
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transcendent boauty of Damayantf, and they exclaimed :—

“We too will go to her Swayamvara!’” And Indra, lord
of Swarga, and Agni, god of fire, and Varuna, who rules
‘the soss, aud Yama, who judges the dead, callod for their
colostinl charviots, and drove through the air to the city of
Vidarbha; and as they approached the earth they beheld
the hero Nala, as radiant as the sun, and as comely as the
@od of Jove ; and they stayed their chariots in the blue air,

and said to the heroic one i—* O Nala, we pray you to do

onr bidding.” And Nala stood with folded hands, and
gaid i Whatsoever you command, that T will do.’? So
Tndra, sovoreign of the gods, said to Nala 1~ Go now and.
tell the fair daughter of Bhima that the four immortal gods
have come from heaven to woo her, and that she must choose
from amongst them whom she will.,” = But Nala yeplied :—
¢ O spare me this, for I too am enamounred with the damasel,
‘and bow can I woo hor for another?”  Bat all the gods
spoke out with one aceord :—¢ Hayve you not pledged your-
gelf to do whatsoever we command ?  Delay not, therefore,
vor belie your word” Then Nala said «— The palace of
Bhima is strongly guarded, and 1 cannot enter the pre-
gonce of the maiden.” But Indra rveplied - No man shall
stop you, only gol” Then Raja Nala enteved the paluce

| of Bhifma, and no man hindered him; and he reached the

inner apartments, and behold the beautiful damsel sitting
amongst her maidens; and when the damsels saw him they
sprang frém their seats, and marvelled ab his wondrons
beanty. ‘And Nala smiled sweetly upon Damayanti, and
she with lovely eyes smiled sweetly in return, and said —
“ 0 hero, how camgt¥iou hither? How have you eseaped
the guards that my futher has set around ug?? Then
Nala roplied :—< O loveliest of damsels, my name is Nala,
and I am a messenger from the gods, and through their
power I have passed the gates unseen by men: Now the
four gods desire to wed you, and pray you to choose one
of their number to be your lord.” And Damayanif bowed
in reverence to the gods, and then smiled again upon Nala

.



m “""“_“0 Ra.ju., the: 1&11guage of the goideu-plumaged W&%} QF

swart bas kindled ‘my soul, and I will choose no other lord  pier i,

iR 0 yoi: amd if you spurn my love, 1 will take poison, or m*"‘"*'wmmm

plurige info the water or the fire.” And Nala replied = ;g;;ﬁ::umbfgmﬁ

% () heantiful maiden, how can you choose a mortal man ia Th*
Nala remons

, 'the presence of the bright gods? How can you refuse to strtes.
' be arrayed 'in heavenly raiment, and bright amaranthine

"""r.-';-ﬂowera, and all the glory of the celostials t  Where is the

,- "damsel who wounld not wed the radiant Agni, god of fire,
. whose mouths consume the world ¢  Or the bright Indra,
| govereign of the gods, abwhose droad sceptre all the assem-
' blios of the earth are forced to do justice and work righteous.
‘pesa 7 Or the mmesmu Varuua, lord of waters? Or the

' --\_:""mlghty Yama, judge over all the dead?”  Bub Damn,yunti FuhsIlt-v of |

i '-I'txembled at the words of Nala, and her eyes were filled

Daxay ‘anti,

with tears, and she said :— 1 will pay due homage to all
the gods, but yon only will T choose to be my lord.”” And
Nala went his way and told to the expectant gods all thab
- 'Dumﬂyaut‘i had said,

o The Swoyamvara of Damayants.

At length the day of happy omen, the great day of the mheday of the

Bwayamyara.

G %wa.ymnvm a, dawned upon the city of Vidarbha, And all geenbiy ot the

the Rajas, sick with love, passed throngh the glitbtering Haltof stato.
portals, and the court of golden columns, and entered the

Hall of Btate, like lions entering their mountain lairs. And

~all the Rajas were adorned with fragrant garlands, and rich

- earrings of costly gems were hanging from their ears. And

‘some had long arms, robust and vigorous as the ponderous
battle-mace ; whilst others were as soft and delicately

. rounded as a smooth serpent. With bright and flowing

hair, and arched eyebrows, their faces were as radiant as

the stars; and they filled the Hall of State, as the serpents

fill the under world, or as tigers fill the caves in the moun-

tains. But when Danm}anti entered the hall, every eye pamasonti
was fixed, and every soul entranced, at her dazzling loveli- ™™ kil v
ness; and all the Rajas gazed vpon her beauby, and were Pachofthe

four gods

stmcken with deep and passionate desire. Then the name ﬁj;';‘i‘}“b}xfm



wistowy oF Of every Raja was proclaim od aloud, and Damayantf glancod

' PARETIL

INDIA

. T't&m!exiéy iof!

Dibmayanti,

 Mbr prayer,

| The soﬁs graib
e prayer and

(| reveal them-
‘golven in their

Cdrud forms.

Damayanti

.'gliiaap_geg E'ﬂm
4 TEL Y AL
thefid"

‘around hor at the glittering crowd of guitors, and she saw

in hor dismay that there were five Nalag in the hall, for
each of the four bright gods had taken npon himself the
form of Nala. ' And Damayanti trembled with fear, and

aftor a while she folded hor hands in roverence to the gods,

and said i sad and humble tones:— Since I heard the
language of the swan, T haye chosen Nala for my lord, and
have thought of no other husband : Therefore, O grjds, 1
proy to you, that you resume your own immortal shapes
and revesl Nala to me, that T may choose him for my lord
in the presence of all,” And the gods heard the piteous
prayer of Damayanti, and they wondered at her steadfast
truth and fervent love; and straightway they revealed the
tokens of their godhead. Then Damayanti saw the four
bright gods, and knew that they were not mortal heroes,
for their feet touched nob the earth, and their eyes winked
not ; and no perspiration hung upon their brows, nor dust
upon their raiment, and their gn.rlands were a8 fresh ag if the
flowers were just gathered. And Damayanti also saw tho
true Nala, for he stood before her with shadow falling to
the ground, and twinkling eyes, and drooping. garland;
and moisture was on his brow, and dust upon his raiment

“and she know that he was Nala, Then she went in all

Nala's vow to
Dawayanti.

maidenly modesty to Nala, and took the hem of hig gar-
ments, and threw » wreath of radiant flowers round his
neck, and thus chose him for her lovd. And a sound of
wild sorrow buvst from all the Rajas; but the gods and
sagos cried aloud :— Well done!”  And Nala turned {o
the slender-waisted damsel, and said :—‘ Since, O maiden
with the eye serene, you have chosen me for your husband
in the prescnce of the gods, know that I will be your faith-

ful consort, ever delighting in your words ; and so long as

~ Divine gitts of

tha wadds to

- Nata.

my soul shall inhabit this body, I solemnly vow to be thine,
and thine alone.” Then the blest pair approached the gods
with veverence, and the gods gave rare gifts to Nala.  To

him Indra gave the sight which sces the Unseen in tho

sacrifice, and the power to go unhindered where he pleased ;



e

. the throe worlds; and Varuna gave him the mastery over plour |
water, and the power of obtaining fresh garlands af will j e
and Yara gave him a subtile taste for food and eminence in |
every virtue, | ; e

e e e

11, NATA D DAMMYANTL 1L
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. 'Mhen Raja Bhima, in his joy and pride, performed the Muriue of

mavriage rites of his beantiful daughter and her chosen lord, Damaysut, -

and in dte time Raja Nala carried away his bride to his own

city. Ihus the tiger among Rajas obtained the pearl of
mnidens ; and henceforth the bliss of Nala and Damayanti

was equal to that of the giant-slayer Indva and his beautiful

" Sachi. - Radiant and excellent as the sun, Nala ruled all the

subjects of his Raj with o just and equal sway. He per-
formod an Axwamedha, with many rich gifts to holy men ;

avant o i wo el : Dumayanti
and Damayanti bore him two children, a handsome son Dumayantt

. named Indragen, and a beautiful danghter named Indrasena, » deughier:

3. The Gambling Mutch between Nala and Pushkara.

. Now when the bright gods were returning from the wrn of Kali
at finding that

il S__Wayamvarg to the heaven of Indra, they meb the ovil spirit Nawwaschosen
- Kali, accompanied by Dwéipara.! And Indra said to Kali :—
|« Whither art thon going, O Kali?” And Kali replied :—

by Datayaith

“Tam going to the Swayamvara of Damayanti; for I have

et my heart upon having her for my bride.’””  And Indra Mivihof Tudi
langhed and said :—— The bridal of Damayanti is ended, for

in our presence she chos¢ Raja Nala to be her lord.””  Then ali's threat.
Kali was filled with rage, and bowing with reverence to the
ngﬂS, he exclaimed —* Since she hath preferred a mortal
man to the immortal gods, heavy shall be her doom.”  But

' the four gods replied :—“It was with our consent that The fourieds

k | | "o i remonstrite
Damayanti chose her lord; and whabt maiden would not with Kali,

9 s Kali must not be identified with the black goddess Kali, who has hesn
identified with the wife of Siva, and was sppavently unknown in the Vedie period,

On the other hand, the Kali of the present story is a male personification of the

Kali age, or the fourth and Iast age through which the world is now passing, and
which 15 presumed to be one of vice and iniquity. In like manner Dwhpava is a
personification of the Dwhpara age, or third age of the world. These personifica-
tions do not appear to belong to the Vedie period, but ave the work of & subsequent
epoch.  In the old Vedic times Kali may have been the demon of the dice.



il mm 5 ,_-Mm i HARATA.
_Mom o mclma to. One §0 ﬂvhwus an N:a,la,? And ‘he w}w has read
ol ' the Vedsw, and 'constantly adores the p;nc'ls with pure offer.
= ings; and 15 gentle to all living creatures, and truo in word’
and deed, he is equal to the immortal gmh«  Mhen the
i %ﬁﬂmﬂiﬁh gods aqeende{}l on high, but Kali said to Dié dpars s 1 will
_'-;'é*‘&‘;“”mnﬂf nob stay my wrath, but h@m(-eforth I will keep watch on
R Nala, and you shall abide in the dice; and when the hou
W comes T owill enter his soul and gain the mastery over him
(st until 1 have cast him ount of hlq Raj and parted him from
his sweet bride.”  And from that hour the two evil spirits
i Kali and Dwépara dwelt in the palace of Nala.
'-"="F“W"'3_'W‘3 of | welve yoars passed asvay, and note in all the world wero
80 suprémely blessed as the beautiful Damayanti and her
'ima prays b0 husband Nala, But on a certain evening Nala failed in

; _ﬁ‘&ﬁ%ﬁ%h duty, for he prayed to the gods with foet unwashen; and
omessionot | Kali | seized the opportunity, and straightway entered info
! fg:lrﬂnsn " him and possessed hig inmost soul.  And Nala had a brother
 gamblingmatch named Pushkara, and Kali said to Pushkara:—“Go you

_;I--t{;{gwﬁ&nbm’tl!?ﬂr and play at dice with Nala, and I will make you the winner
- ofhis Raj.”?  And Pushkara challenged Nala to a game ab
. dice, and Nala, and Pushkara sat down to play in the presence
slosses.  Gf Damayant!, And they played for gold and jewels and
1 paiment, and for chariots and horses, but Nala was worsted
Wi et | every . throw, for Dwipara embodied the dice, and
U s prtents | Kali had mostered him hody and soul. T hen the faithful
il ":ﬂgm{m" friends of Nala prayed him to throw no longer, but he was
maddened with the love of play, and shut his ears to all
t they said. And all the chief men of the Raj assembled ab
. the gato of the Palace to arvest the frenzy of the Raja, And
the charioteer entered the Hall and said to Damayantf:—
“TLo all the city are gathered together, for they fenr lest
some dive misfortune befall the Raja.”?  And Damayanti was
gtricken with deep sorrow, and she entreated the Raja to
Jisken to the voice of his people, bub he turned away from
hor beautiful and tearful eyes, and answered not a word ;
~ and so the play went on, and the people returned to theu
' houses, saying =~ Surely this garabler cannob be the Raja.”

mntaterenceot And when Nals had lost all his treasures, tho borromng
:_ tho Couneil, :




_NALA AND DAMAVANTE.

-'jihéz;ji-fpreéénoio'-to" Nala, buti he heeded not her words ;'and]; ot
- ghe was fillod with shamo, and left the Hall and went to her i??;grﬁ ?::}rr}mm
. own rooms. ' i O e
| Then Dumayanti sent for the charioteer, and spoke o m;g;!‘ghe |
~ him winningly, and anid == You know what trast my lord %lm‘a&%% e
the Raja has over placed in you: Go now and harness tho gﬂg‘u‘{*"ﬁ};ggfil*ﬁ
' steeds to the chariot, and take my children to my father's DiteleioRisat
«city, and leave thom in my father’s house; and then dwell '
there, or go whevever you will.”’ And the charigbeer went
\to the Council and obtained their consent ; and he took the
- nioble boy and the beautiful maiden to the city of Vidarbha, Dty
and he gave thom into the charg® of Raja Bhime ; and then Virshueuatea, '
he went his way with great sadness of hearl to the city of Ritpria.
-ﬁybﬂhyé and enterved the service of Raja Rituparna® :
" Meanwhile, Nala had lost all his treasures and his c¢hariots El::n; |
. and hig horsos ; and he staked his Raj and the yestmonts ﬁ:fn é“i'u‘-’f?e?ti&is
_ which he wore, and he lost all to Pushlrara.  And Pushkara ﬁgﬁfﬁ? wife
“smiled and said :=— O Nala, you haye lost your all, except
ing only your wife, Damayant{ : Throw once more and stake
| _T)'aﬁxaya}n'hiﬁ At these words the heart of Nala was renb
Mundar, end he said not a word, And he took oft all kis Departim of
‘robes and ornaments, and looked sadly npon Pushkpra, and Denait for
went out with. but a single scanty covering, and Damaysntl =
. also had but a singlo covering, and she followed him slowly
 belind. ' .

4. The exile of Nala and Damayantt.

' Then Pushkara proclaimed thronghout the eity :(— ‘Who- Cruel pmalm;? :
- ever shall give food or shelter to Nala shall be put to m?“’-““',"- il

g ‘death?? And for three days and three nights Nala lived on :
 fruits and roots, and his sorrowing Rdni followed behind

him and did the same. Then Nala saw a flock of birds npon The hi;ﬁ-ﬂyf v
' ! Bt away with |

i ‘Some attempt has been made to fix the date of the story by reference to the covering,
position held by Nala and Rituparna on the respeetive lists of the Lunar and Solar

- dynasties ; but the gﬁnealogius'of both races have been go hopelessly garbled that

1m0 inferences of any real yalue can apparently be drawn from them,

fold Tior nuvse to 31'.1'_ﬁ1m6;_;. the Couneil 5 and the miswoRY 0F Al

1 oune ;'as_se;h‘-'lfﬂ_ad at the Palace, and Dawayant! announced | 0 r'lﬁr ‘-J,'

TS Nala's'only 18
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‘And the birds spoke in human language, and mockod Nuly in
hls mwer}, and gaid - O foolish Nala, we are the (1108, and
we came hither to rob you (Jf your wvum_,, for swhilst you
had a single garment left; onr joy was small:” Theh Nala,

_'was in an agony, and he said to Damayant{ -~ Weop not for

‘me, but 20 to the house of your father : Yonder ligs the road,
and it passes through woods that have abundant ﬁut's, aud
on the way dre many hermitages of pious sages.”  But
Damayanti burst into toars and replied :—< O my lord, your
words will break my heart: How can I leave you in this
lonely wood,; when you hao been robbed of all 7 No, I will
#tay and soothe your weariness, for the wisest physicians
say that a true wife is the best balsam in every time of sor-
row : If I go to my kindred it must be with you, and we
must both go together.”, But Nala had not the heart to

: ts?#{g%fmhlep take refuge in the house of his wife’s futher and he said ;-

“Lwill not seek refuge in your father’s ng Once I went:
there in joy and pride, but now should I appear. thero I

should ‘only increase my shame.”? ]
S0 Nala and Damayonti journeyed on together, and they

made one garment suflice them. And they came to a brook,
" and Nala canght two fishes and laid them before his wife
‘and went into the brook to bathe; and Damayaunti in her

hunger puf her hand upon the fishes, but the touch of her
fingers revived them like a draught of amrita, and they
sprang back mto the water, ' And when Nala returned he
thought that Damayanti had eaten the fishes, but he paid
nothmg and so they still wandered on. =

‘Now when both the Raja and the Rinf were womed with
their toil and faint with thiret and huuger, they reached a
little hut, and there they lay and slept upon the bare gropud.
And Damayanti was oppressed with sleep, but Nala was dis-
traught with sorrow.  And Nala awoke and thought of the
Raj which he had lost, and the friends who had deserted
him, and of his weary wandering in the jungle, And he
g't'ew frantic, for the evil spirib of Kali wag working within

-7 ol
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]u_; G smd wwithin his Hearh i T Da,ma,yanbi romaing HISTORY OB |-

wﬁh-mé she must bear cortain sorrow, but if T leave her she Bl 10 e

may voturn to hor fathor’s house : If I go, I know not which ————cean
i8 betber for mae, life or death; but for her no one will harm i
a wife so dev*oted and go beautifal”’  Then Nala pondered ﬂevg:nléfswim’
how he should divide the single garment between them s
and he saw a sword that lay in the cabin, and he severed the
.gaament in two, and he clothed himself with the half of the
garment. ' Then he fled into the jungle, but eame back again Hisirmesolution,
and 'beheld his wife sleeping. And he wept bitterly and

*1&1(1 1=t My love, whom neither sun nor wind dared look

upcm, how will she awake? How will she wander along
through the deep jungle, haunted by serpents and wild
beasts ?. May the Sun god and the god of wind protect her,
tliough her virtne ig her best guard.” Then the mind of

Nala was Bwa,yed to and fro, first by love and then by de-

: Bpﬂilr, untll at last he left his wife alone in the hut, and rushed mis Rights
'hke one who is mad info the depths of the jungle.

b. Nf‘dd’s desertion of Damayant.

NOW when ihu glender-waisted Damayanti awoke from Damayantys
ll_t?el' ,d_e:_tf}p S.].umbfl and found herself abandoned in the jungle, iR
sho shrieked alond in grief and pain, and ran about the
wood leaping in madness ; and sho sobbed very bitterly, and
said :— May that evil one whe has caused this dread sufter-
\ing tv Nala, be smitten by a curse more fatal still.” Thus The greas
: Bhe went wailing throngh the forest, until suddenly there i
came a greal serpeut and geized her in his grasp and coiled
-':'ﬂmund her ; and ghe cried out in great terror, and & bunts-

man heard her gereams, and shot an arrow at the serpent’s

face, and released her from her peril.  Then the huntsman
brought her water and food, and refreshed her; and at his
biddihg she told him all her story ; but as he gazed upon her pye puntsman,
beautiful form, which was scantily covered by half a gar-
mont, a deep passion burned within him, and he whigpered
iwords of love. . Then Damayanti was filled with wrath, and -
.=.:she cu.rsed him in her bitterness of soul, and he fell down '
' dead hke a trce that has been stricken with li ghtum g
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! ‘l‘hen Bamayantl wandered on in quesﬁ of‘ Nula. untnl she
' 'metb a cavavan of merchants, with slophants, and cnme]s, and
chariots, and horses ; and when the peopla saw her so beau-
tiful and noble, and yet so pale and worn, they took ecom-

| passion on her; and they told her they were going to the

' "I_‘am‘h]a night
whtacle of wild
a\laplmnta 1]

city of Chedi. And Damayant{ went with the caravan, and

' iwhen it was evening they camo to a pleasant lake fragrant
withlotos flowors, and they pitched thoir tents and encamped

there.  Bub at midnight theve was a greab ery, for & hordo

of '.“_’lld elophants of the jungle had seented the tame

elephants of the caravan, and rashed down upon the encamp-

| ment, like mountain-tops rolling down to the valley; and
| they trampled npon the sleeping people, and  crushed many
\with sheir heavy troad, and gored others with: their fiorce
| tusks.  And the merchants shrieked aloud with terror, and

some began to fly, and others stood gasping blind with
sleep ; whilst many. stluck each other down, or stumbled

over the rough gloum'[ or ehmbed the trees, or hid them.
selves in the holes in the earth. And Damayanti awole

amidst the dveadful turmoil ; zmd gome said that she was a

‘woman of evil omen, and had wor ked all the migchief; and

 she was filled with shame and fear, and fled once again into

| pisital appear.
L amee of Damae

¥anti i the city

et Cledi.

i - Damayanti
Crgwited into the
i palave by the
' Umother of the
o Rajan”

the depths of the jungle,

After many days Damﬂ,v:mfi enteror'l the city of Chedj,
and she was farnished and distrossed and broken down with
sorrow. And che was clad in only half a garment, and her
long hair was hanging dishevelled over her shoulders, and
hor gaze was wild and distracted, and her face was emaciated
from long fasting. And the people of the city thonght that
she wasg mad, a'nd' a crowd of boys followed her and mocked
her, And as she approached the gate of the palace, the
mother of the Raja beheld her from ‘the terrace, and sent
her waiting woman to bring the wanderer in; and Dama-
vant{ entered the palace and told how her husband was a
Raja, who had lost his all by dice, and how she had
followed him into exile throngh the greatness of her love,
o but how he had left her in the jungle with only half a
garment And the eyes of Damayant{ were filled with tears,
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aeions lady bzule hGl take up har %bode in the Hmmnr mr.;.-"-'.--

ﬁst t]na servants of the household went abroad i Pﬁ?ﬁl A
¢ And Damayantf said to the mother of the ey A

nga ‘«—a-“O mothe1 of heroes, I will dswell with you, bub I Ster o

will nﬁth eat, the victuals left by others, nor- wash the feet of itk

others, nor converse with strange men.”’ And the mother ?ﬁﬁﬂi”fﬁﬂﬁ

of the Ragu. agreed, and called her daughber Sunandd; and s:&‘.i:i‘éi 3

' bade her tako Damayanti to be her friend. And Damayanti

dwelt in the palace many days as friend and companion of

the P&mcesfa ‘Sunandfi

‘0. Arlvenifr;es of Nala.

NOW when Raqa Nala, loft Damayanti in the lnf, he be- Naia resouesa
held a grea,t fire in the forest, and hie heard & voice erying i~—— E;’:Fﬁ,“&"}?}‘g Pl
* Ha%en, Nala, and come hither!”? And Nala remembered
that on hig bridal day the god Agni had given him power
over fire ; and he plunged into the bright flame, and saw
the RHJ& of Serpeuts coiled up in & ring. And the Serpent
said ;< 1 deceived the sago Nirada, i e has cursed me
that fire should surround me until you save me.” And the
Serpent shrank to the size of o finger, and Nala lifted him
up and carried him out of the fire. Then the Serpent bit yaw s fortn

'ala, and 1mmedmtely the form of Nala was changed mto g:?;?efﬁi i
that of & deformed dwarf, 8o that no man could know him.
And the Serpent said to Nala :—* My poison shall work on
the evil spirit who has entered your soul, until he leaves
you free : Take now the name of Véhuka and enter the
servico of Rituparna, Raja of Ayodhyfi; and you shall teach
him the art of taming horses, and he shall teach yon all the
seerets of the dice : Therefore, sorrow no more, O Nala, for
you shall see again your wife, your children, and your Raj ;
aiid when you would again resume your proper form, put on -
this change of raiment and think of me” Bo saying, the
Serpent gavo a change of raiment to Nala, and vanished
aWa.y from hig sight. ‘
Then Nala jonrneyed on to the city of Ayodhyd, and Rt il

Ritupams,

;foered his services to Raja Rituparna, both as a tamer of Rajsof AT
ihvﬁ,under

'horsas, and as gkilled in the art of cooking viands; and tlm 18 1R i



..mmomf oF bhe Raga engaga&-f Imsn, and ba&e hu:n ta,ke heed thai, the
rﬁfz:.-uljit _ horsos weroe swift of foot; and ho gave him V’irshneyn and
| Mot htaod Jiv&]a ‘to, be his adgutanta.. Now Virshnaya had been
%}g;‘lm;; . ch&mobew to Nala, and had driven his children to the city
i . of Vidarbha; but Nala’s form had been changed by the
1\5;1;.: evening Serpent, and Vﬁrshnerya knew him not. Aiid every even-
R ing Nala used to sing this mele VOLSO 1w -
i . ““Where is she oL 1ot in the jungle to suﬂ‘er hunger,
' . thirst, and weariness ?
“Does sho think of me, her foolish ]c)rd or dot*s she sit
AR in the presence of another ? 7
gmswxplm And Jivaly said to N ala t— Who is sho, O Vahuka, for
) whom you are grieving ?” . And Nala answered :—f A
man there was bereft of sense, who had a faithful wife, but in
his foolishmess he forsook her in the wﬂdemess, and ever
gince that time’ the man wanders to and fro in dc-spmr) for
whether ahe Iwes or no he Lunnot say 11

7 Dz‘scovér y of Dama Jmﬁ

| BanBhine Meantime, Raga, Bhfma of dedrbha lm,d sent holy
ot Brahwans to eve\ry land in quest of his duughter Dama-
il yanif and her husband Nala; and the joyful Brihmans,

hoping for rich rewards, wenb through every city and every

clime, but nowhere conld they find a trace of those they

‘Zi)g;‘r?’a:&an&ib gought. At length a certain Brihman, whose name was
weovered by ) y y '

. Budevn the Sudeva, went to the pleasant city of Chedi, and there he
Bmhmsm : |

gaw the slender-waisted Damayanti, standing in the palace
by the side of the Princess Sunandd ; and her beauty was
dim, and secn:u.d like the Suniwht strugglmg through a
cloud, yet he failed not to see fhat she was the daughter of
Raja Bhima. And the Brihman spoke to her, saying :—
0 daughter of Bhima, your father has sent me to seek for
you; and both he and yoar mother and your brethren are
all well ; and so too are your little ones, who are dwelling
in your father's pala,ce. © And Damayanti remembered Su-
~dova, and made inquiry about all her friends. And the
jmot,'her of the Raja came in and saw her talking to the
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Brtihmam anﬂ preqently shie took fha Br ‘l,hmuu asv.c'le, and umﬁ'(i_ﬁif 0"

said = g Who is this lady to whom you have apokon ? Who r‘iﬁlﬁr_. '

is her fabhet- and who ig her husband ?7? | Then the Brikh- Aentinad by 4.

man old all to the mother of the Raja, and/ he' said e T cinthoter sl

knew she was the daughter of Bhima, becanse of her peer- Reioh &8

less beauty ; but from her birth a lovely beauty mark was

to he'sééﬁ' between her eyebrows, and now it has passed

away! . When the Princess Sunandd heard the words of

the Brir.hmem, she took water and washed away the traces

of fears that were between  the eyes of Damayanti, and the

beauty mark was present to the eyes of all, Then the

mother of the. Raja exclaimed to Damayanti :— You atre

the datghter of my sister ; I koow you by the mark, for I

myself was present at yoar bivth : Lo, all T have ig yours.”

And D&mayanh bowed to her mother’s sister, and prayed pamayanti

that she: mlghi; be sent to her two children at Vidarbha. iy %ﬂ,{};,’i 3

And the palanquin was prepared, and a guard was ordered, i b

and Damayant{ was carvied to her father 8 palace at Vi

darbha.  And when she saw her children her heart was filled Her ines

with j joys. and she passed the night in sweeb slumber ; but in childres.

the_:mogz_ung she went to her mothor, and softly said -—¢¢ () fer mnxiety for

mother, i my life is doar to you, I pray you to do all you

can to bnug back Nala.” And her mother went to Bhira

and qmd i—¢ Your da.ughter 19 momnmg_, for her huahuud

N ala.”’ '

Then R&Ja Bhima Rcmt the Brihmang once again fo every E}"&f)g‘;;ﬁg“f

land in seavch of Nala; and before the Brihmans departed, Nala. '

D&mayn,nm sont for them, and entreated them to ery aloud

these words in every public place :— Whither didst thou pymayantis
directions tothe

go, 0 gambler, who severed thy wife’s garment, and lefb Gt

herin the lonely forest, where she still sits sorrowing for
thee 2 So the Brahmang went forth to all lands, and they
searched overywhere in crowded cities and quiet villages,
and in the hermitages of holy men, and everywhere they
1epea.ted aloud the words of Damayanti, but no man took
heed uf the question respecting Nala.

(;roaniuﬁ‘v.iﬂ
enring

Now after a while a certain Brihman went to the great, %‘:’-Eh%’atu?:



.ﬂ’{%ﬁf or Blﬁ of Ay,'_;_ 1y, where relgn d'-lﬁ.‘.s‘,}& thupam,' a.'ild where
PALT 11? Nﬁla was dWPlh.ug in the guiseiof a charictéer and under
- the name of Vihuka. And the Bréhman eed aloud the
U . quesblon of Daumyantl in 9.11 the streets and wa.ys and
,_{'mmgﬂg bt mm*kﬁt-plafcou in the city, but 10 man heede& ium. So he
:--?I}’t!?ﬂ}?tloh ook leave of the Rﬁ_]!ir and prapa.red to depart, when Vihuks
Wi came to him and groaned in nngnish and wept bitterly, aud
- gaid 3¢ iyen in the crxtm:rmby of misery a noble woman is
il I mistress of herself; and even when abandoned by her hus-
: _-ﬁi?f;?g;";:‘ffﬂ o 'bamd sho will not o-we her soul to ano'er.” At these words
e ﬁ‘jﬁ“‘“ tound | the Bréhman loft the city of Ayodhyd with all spesd, and
L hastened to the city of Vidarbha, and told Damayanti all that
Viibuka had said 3 and the eyes of Damayant( overflowed
with teas, for she thought that she had found Nala. Then
 Damayanti went to her mother, and said ¢ 0 mother, |
mugt send a message to the ecity of Ayodhyé which my
f'wthor Bhima must not hear; and T will doliver it in your
presence to Budeva, that be'at of Brihmans who found me
in the city of Chudi; and us he brought your daughter to
_ her fathor’s house, so may he swiftly bring my royal hns-
qﬁ: g{racted band from the city of Ayodhyd.” 8o she sent for Sudeva,
'-mir%:‘m& i _-L_nd requested him in the presence of her mother to go to
---.m:qlf tagelo. | the city of Ayodhyf, and to seek out Raju Rituparna, and
Bwagnaivir | say fo him as if by chance :—** Damayantf, daughter of Ra_]__a.
Bhima, is about to choose a second husband, and all the
Rajas and sons of Rajas are hastening to Vidarbha: If you
‘would be there you must make good speed, for to-morrow is
the appointed day, and at sunrise she mukes her choice, for
R - Raja Nala ¢annot be found, and no man lknows whether he
e  be alive or dead.”
| Deire ot Rafn And Sudeva went to the city of Ayodhyd and performed

O R apaine (o be

di b st b o y .
dewritacihe  the bidding of Damayant{; and when Rituparna heard the

wmrcl U bdings that Damayanti was about to choose smother hus-
! band, his heart burned to be there, but the way was far.!

. K >
'%ﬂﬂﬁﬁ%& lhen Rituparna Went to Vihuka, ]ns cha.rmteel and spoke,

& The dmtamre fro‘m the city of A}mlhy!x nn the river Groomti; to that of Vi-

darbha on the river Tapti, wust have been abaut five hund.led miles as the erow
il ﬂzes _ ; !



“On the morvow the daught}er of Bhima will 'Pil;‘cflﬁl

Anguish of

that' can, reach it i a single day.” Then the heart of

Véhnka was smitten with anguish, and he wondered  that

the Loty Damayamh ghould be driven to a deed so unholy,

and he thoughh within bimself that he would see if the

tridlp,ga were trne,  So he folded his hands in reverence bo

the | Rﬁj&, and said :—“ I promise in a single day to reach Num mgagsm !

drive from:

thd‘ city of Vidarbha.”  And ke went to the stables of the Avodhyi o

Wmmng' words hlce ona bha,t aslcs a f‘avour, .marrom: er- s "

a.,__ecoml husha.nd I too would seck to win hor, bub ———emeas|
t‘-he city of V;c'tmbha, i :mfm off: Say then if you have horses N SR A

darbhd a1

Raja, and pondered lonr over the horses; and he chose Sl S
four that were very SlLIl.dLI', but fleet and powerful for the fome.
mad, and they had broad nostrils and large jaws; and ho
harnessed them to the chariot of the Raja. Bub when
Bltupama saw the slenderness of the coursers, ho eried out:

i What steeds be theso? Have they strength and wind
for such a journey 77 And Véhuka replied :— These horses
will not fml to cairy you tor Vidarbha; but if you desire
othersy tell me which you will have, and I will harness
thera.” ' Bub the. Raja sad - You know the horses best,

an& may h&mess what you will.”

9 Nala 8 drwc Jrom. A yodh Jd to Vidarbha.

Now when the chariot was ready, Raja Rituparna took The chariot and

}us gent, and coxumanded Virshneya fto ascend likewise, ?J;“A‘?uga?ﬁﬁ“
-"whﬂsb thuka drove. = Then the fiery horses began to

prance an d paw the air, but Véhuka gathered np thc reins,

and cried out to the horses with a soothing voice, and they

sprang into the air as if they would unseat their driver, and

',f:hen tore along the ground as swift as the wind. And the Marvetione
:ZIt_'Id(_ilPS_ were well nigh blinded with the speed ; but the Raja i A
maryelled and rejoiced greatly at the driving of Vihuaka ; and
Vérshueya said within himself, ag he felt the rattling of the
‘chariot and beheld the driving of Vilinka :— Either: this
. Véhuka must be the charioteer of Indra, or else he is my
“old master, Raja Nala,’’?

8 The-desuﬁpﬁqn of the driving of Nala might be compared with that of the




) I-ﬁ in ﬂw mr, thmm h
. and mountains wnd
mad la‘kes. : A:nd the anw dropped ]n& mantle :md prayed
Na,la to halt s moment and pickit up ; but Nala said ;- The

m?;g’i‘.smﬁs ' mantle is miles behind, and we cannot return to regover it,”

Nalusel | Ang they passed o certain troe, and the Raja said to Nala :—
¢

ﬁ?l,‘;“égﬂ?“" “Mark now my skill in numbers, for T know the seerets of

" dige and the rules of coleulation :  Ou these two branches

- .| hang fifty millions of leaves, and two thousand and ninety-
lm? ’:gg'&tﬂ_ the fiye bervies,”  And Nala descendod the chariot to count the
-,_.E;:‘éﬁ‘l vl Jeaves and berries ; and whilst the Raja cried out that lie
S could notwait, Nala persisted : and after a while Nala found
Wiy that the nambering 'of the Raja was true to a smgio leaf.
mheRaie | And Nala said i O Raja, tcach) me this skill of yours,

tonehbs Nala

(e seeretsol  and you shall Jearn from. me all the seerets. that 1 kaow in
dice i retura ¢

.ﬁaﬂiﬁiiﬁiﬁfﬁ of horsemanship?”  And the Raja did Fm, and whan Nala know
Nn.la ;reed from’ the secrot of the dice, the ovil spir it Kali went torth ottt of
' him, and Kali vomited the poigon Ofthe serpent that was
burning within him. And Nala would have cm‘qed Kali,
but: he fled &way smd enbered a tree, and men ever after-
‘wards gave an evil name to that tree.  Thus Nala was
/| released from all his snfhmngs, but still he took not his own
form of Nala, but rema,med in that of Vuhuka. bhe cha~
b 1'10fver |
éﬁm}xﬁ%ﬁhe Now when it was near o iho b€tL1Tlﬂ‘ of the sup, the
ik e chariot approached  the cit y of Vidarbha, and the heart of
' " Nala beat faster and faster ; and when they reached the city
gates the watchmen on the walls p;_-oc]é_uimed' the coming
of Rajn Rituparna; and the rushing of the horses and rolling
of the chariot-wheels were like the _th.u:m}érwhich- heralds
in the coming rain ; and the peacocks on the palace walls
; raised their necks and clamoured, and the elephants in the
__-',-mﬂ:;‘fiuw 'stq,bl.es roared tumultnously. | And the heart of l[)a-ma-y'_t_mrr.ti
deng. 0 theilled with delight as she heard the old familiar sound of
Gl o her husband’s driving ; and she said :~“ Unless Nala comes

/i drli'ving of Jeh-u “MThe driving is like the driving of .Tehu, the son of Nimshi,
fnr fe driveth faviously,” 2 Kings ix. 20




I wﬂl no

i .fwel-._-the O*e*nblo pm%m‘e ‘Df hm arms,
but. wﬂl pemsh by the fire.” iy

-1-'0 Damm;mm recovers her /m.sbcmd

| T _Damayanti ascended to the terrace ot tho roof of
the '&l&ca, and looked down into the middle court; and she
e plﬂltupurna, and her old charioteer V‘irshmaya, and

father Bhima receive Rituparna with all courtesy, although
_an,mta‘e& a.t t]m suddenn.=ss of hls mmmg : and she remen-

I. llka Nala. for she kmlw not Vﬁhnka b( canse of
ltered form. But still her heart thrilled and she pon-

deeply, for she remembered what Vihuka had said to
mian ; a.nal she called Ler fair-haired handmaiden

0 that chariot-driver who is short i stature, and find
he'is; and do you vepeat to him the message which
vas brought o me by the Brihman,-and tell me what he
Eﬂa}r. . o whilst Darayunti watched from the terrace, the
blametaas htble mmden Went into the middle court to speak

Meantime, Nala. had ta,ken the chariot to the stall, and
had tended to his horsos, he mounted the charios
thare alone. And the fuir-haired Kesinf went to
b Cgaad - T salute you, O charioteer, and pray you
to hear tho messago of my mistress Damayantl.  She do-

‘gites to know whence you came and wheretore you have

conie ! Nala answered +— When my master, the Raja,

HISTQIEY GG
INTALY T

L PABTIL )

b e

Doamaysnii’ fuils |

tqmc,(}gumehun AR

as Valmks,

ths dwéuﬁsh and deformed Vihuoka ; and she beheld her

Hends hew mmd
Kosini to i
Vahuka.

sinf, and said to her :— Go, my little maid, and.

Firat interview,
between Kesind,
mld .‘.\alu..

Kasint’s un- - _
tions aid Naln A
r&pﬁhea !

oy B
“]”.

Teard that Damayant{ would wed agmn, and would chovse

amother husband on the morrow, he bade me drive him
hither with all speed; and, lo, we have come this day
all the way from the eity of Ayodbyd.”> Then Kesini
ssud i And who is that other charioteer who eame with
you??” | Nala answered :—¢ That is the renowned Virsh-
ueya, who was once the charioteer of Nala; and when his
RaJa. went into exile he took. service with Ritnparna; and 1
VQL R 32 )




m&Y OI' &TFM serve Ri _qpm" l'awmbeer, au& the e}net_
Rary LT of a’“ hls ook, ﬂ‘ﬂd Kemn_ wand fﬂrbht‘l QAL G Dows
- Vérshmeya know anght of Nala? And for yourself, how
“came you to know the story of Nala?” | Nala answored i
£ 16 was Vdrshnoya who brought the chﬂdren of Nala to
| bhis cﬂ'y, and then he went his way and heard no move of
; C hig old mpster.? | And Kegini said still farther :—¢ The
I 5&2'&“1&5' . Bréhman that 1nteiy went to the city of Ay odhyﬁ was com-
e e e manded by my mistress o cry aloud in every plav_o i
¢ f"_ﬂr‘gﬁ‘m‘gﬂ:ﬁﬂ < Whither didst thou go, O gambler, who severed thy wile’s
AL | (garment, and left her in the longly forest, where she sbill
_ sits sorrowing for thee !?  Now ib was you who gave the
| Brihman his answer back; so I pray you to repeat that
-"_’E{‘%‘“_‘-’f . answer ugain, for my mistress desires to hear it (At these
il words of the blameloss little maiden blm hemd} of Nala was
wrang ‘with a rleep HOTTOW, and his eyes overﬂowed with
il tears, and with a voiee half choking from weeping, he thus |
N;H*}mpmts his repeated his rcpl i yen in the extmexmty of misery a
iy noble woman s mistvess of hemelf ‘and even when aban-
doned by her hnsband, she will not give her soul to snger.”’
i ge%i;l;i :?E:;am And Nala wepb afresh, and the muid went back to Dama-
LAy yanti, and told her all thai V: Lhnka lmd smd amd Elescrlbod _
: to her the bitterness of hig sorrow. .
il 3?:3: atLrlim i Then Damayanti was still heavy at heart, womknng' '
| watvh Nl whethier the charioteor could possibly bo Nala; and she
) said :—¢ Go again, O Kesinf, and watch this man, and.
abserve all that he does, and see that no fire or water be
. sgiven to him; and whatsoever he does, bo it human or
3 %?lﬁi’fﬁ?f*""““ divine, como back a.ntl tell to me.”  And Kesini went out
powers of Nala. and watched Nala, and presently she refurmed and said i—
¢ () Damayant{, never before did I behold a man so god-
A . like; forif he approaches a low portal he never bows his
P head, but the portal rises above him; and when he prepared
Ul to dress the victuals for his master, the vessels were filled
: with water diroctly he looked at them; and when he had
gmmg;r& washed the mest he hold some blades of grass towards t-hb
?nﬂlztttﬂ‘;ﬂ[! the settmg sun, and they blazed with fire of their own accord.’

A e, And Dnmayantl remembered thc gmfta which the gods had

3




Nalo on’ 1113 ma,ma;\_,e da.y, u.nti ahe ﬂmd mi;h g mﬂsmm

"I.-geuﬂ VoI _a'-'n—-”fm again, Kesini, and brmg me some of m:lﬁr{

th _mdxbb that the charioteor is cooking. it So the htt‘te et —-—-- it
maiden went into the kitchen and brought some of the food L

to Damayent ; and Damayant{ tasted it, and eried aloud :— il

4 Mhe charioteor is Nala!” And her hoart was stivrod Damaymatt)

W h yeherent emotion, and she divected her maid to earry chimnhﬁa

her two ehildren to the charioteer. And when Nala beheld ; Emtion o

it son | and daughter, as beautiful as the children of the Y&

gods, he wyound his arms aroutid them, and pressed them to

his bosom, and burst info a food of teavs; and he said to

stmi L. (O blameless maiden, the children are so like

my own, that I have been compelled to weep 1 But go now,

beautiful givl, for we are gnests and Amngers, and porad-

venture people will see that you are much with me, and may

-_iherefﬁra suspect evil.” _

‘When Damaya.nhl lLicard from her handmaid of the deep Damayanti

\ rmitted to
aﬁimtlon of the charioteer, she was seized with a deep long- R eNagha v

-mg ‘to behold Naln., and she sent Kesint to her mother, say- e i
ing i~ We have watched the charioteer most clogely, and

we suspect him to be Nala, only that his form is changed : 1

pray you, therefore, either to permit him to be brought to

you, or give me leave to have him brought to me, with or

without the knowledgs of my father.” So the mother of

D&ma,yanti told to Bhima all the secret counsel of his daugh.

~ ter, and the Raja pemnttcd Damayanti to summon the
_.oharmteer, and to receive him in her own chamber.

i hen, Dnnzayanti sont for Nala, and as she saw him she

§ '__tremblad greatly, and her hair was dishevelled about her :ﬁe&%ffa? i“,l'
 shoulders, and she wag arrayed in o mantle of scarlet; zmd i R

. the eyes of both Nala and T)zmmya,nti overflowed with tears. i

And Dammy antf was almost overcome by her strong emotion, e question.
and shie said =< O Vihuka, did you ever know an upright

" and noble man who abandoned his slecping wife in a wood ?

Who was he who thus forsook a beloved and blameless wife,

who but Raja Nala? He who was chosen by me, and for

"'whom 1 uajocted the gods | He left me, who had borne him

| chﬁdwn meo, whose lmnd he had clasped in the presence of
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Do not suspect me of such shameless guilt ! The Brih-

‘mans proclaimed a second Swayanmyara only to find thee, and

e "_Vﬂi"qe of Viyu

16 immortal gods ; e, f whom hﬁ lad phghtad lus faith

. _&f‘are the nuptial fire ;-—where is that promise now 1 .
And Nala gazed upon his long-lost wife like one in a

dreaml, and he said - —“T lost my Raj by the. Qice, but the

evil was wrought by [xa.h I forsook you in the jungle, but the

guilty deed was the work of Kali: Long time has Kali dywelt

w1th1nme, but now he is subdued and gone, im:l for thy sake

1 made haste to cowme hither : But how may a high-born
. woman choose ' second hngband ? . Yet heralds are  pro-

claiming throughout the world that the d: mughtm of Bhima

‘will celebrate a second Swa{) amvara.’

At these last words Damayanti trembled *md wmd e

to bring thee here; 1 call on the all-secing Wind, the Sun,
the Moon, who are the three gods that govern the three
worlds, to attest the truth of what I say.””  Then the voice
of the Wind was heard in the air: “ Nala | she hath neither

‘done nor thought evil, but for three long years hath trea-

sured up hor virbue in all its fulness: The second Sway-

| amvara was but a plob to recover thee : Thou hast met with

the daughter of Bhima, and the daughter of Bhfma has met
with thee : Take thy own wife to thy bosom !*: :
Fiven as the Wind was speaking the flowers foll in
ghowers from heaven, and the gods sounded sweet musio ;
and every doubt of the blameless Damayanti passed away
from the mind of Nala, and he threw off his disgunise and pat
on the garments that the Serpent had given to him, and at
onee vesumed his proper form as Raja Nala. And Dama-
vanti shrieked aloud and embraced her husband ; and Nala,
radiant ag of old, clasped her to his heart, and the children

were brought in, and the night passed away in the fulness
of joy. :

11. Nala recovers his Ray.

' And when the white-robed dawn was awaké_niug a sleep-/
ing world, the sound of rejoicing ran through the city of

Vidarbha, In every street the people exulted in the safe
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"etm'n oF Ra,'}a l\:ﬂa, anﬂ a.dorned their! houaes w;th b'mnera HISTOR

‘and gar lands, and hung chains of flowers from door to door, Pﬂ¥ ul_

Ia,nd strewod the roadways with Jeaves and bloasoms A.nd s
_f_ 'was gladrm*a in the palace at Vidarbha, for Raja Bhima
LA 'a,mapovtbd with joy when he beheld the long-lost hus-

. band of his beloved danghter ; and Raja Rituparna wes filled
. with wonder and delight when he knew that his ﬁerceﬂy _
i ..dm‘;ﬂng charioteer was no other than Raja Nala. Then they wala vesovses
| took counsel together how they might corapel the evil- }:]’II’?SE;;I’:;?HIII_'.."I
Ml .Immdad Pushkara to restore the Raj to his elder brother.

| And Nala had learned the whole art of throwing dice from

\ his. old master Rn,]u R 1Lupam'1, and he saw how Pushkara .

haﬁ won the Ra._], and resolved to win it hack in like manuer.
| o when one month had passed oway and Nala was perfect
Jin the game, he set off fo Nishadha, with elephants and
horses and clw.rafats, and challenged his brother Pnshkara to

il anubher throw, in which he would stake Damayanti against

| the B.n.; ; and the wicked Pushkara eagerly agreed, and ex-
\ulbed in the certainty of winning the wife of Nala. But the
throw was against Pushkara, and thus Nala won back his
‘Raj and all lis treasure ; but when Pushkars humbled him-
self béﬂ'src him, Nala forgave him all, and dismisged him
: 'mbh many gifts to his own city.  Then Nala returned to Hapoy relgn of
Vidarbha and brought away his beautiful Damayantf; and i
~ henceforth he reigned at Nighadha, as Indva veigns in heas
. ven, and performed every holy rite in honour of the gods,
. with all i:he munificence of a royal devotee. .

. The foregqmg s?r_a'y of Nala and D_anmyuntf 18 gggmigfzg;&;
worthy of consideration on two grounds. In the first Sop S50

 place, it furnighes abundant Svidenoa Hikt the wyerts

which form the groundwork of the tradition, and

. whieh have already been referred to the V(-,f-.iu, 820,
must have long preceded the age in which the poem

was composed ; and thus, as will presently be seen,

it throws an extraordinary«light upon the eivilization,



THE M.A.HA " Bﬂmmm |

s ﬂmmn;x oF of two dlﬁ'erent era,s, whlch ham been dxstmgmulu,d

Yy pilifiﬁl. as the Vedic and Brahmanic periods. In the second

“place, it exhibits some of the most graphie pictures
of Hindu life and manners which are to be found in
Hindd literature, whilst it displays a knowledge of
the human heart and an appreciation of woman’s
devot:on, which stamps it as the productu}n of a
genuine bard.

o 'I--.ﬁ-.i.;_a;n-mez'or ldens | Ay regards the hght which the story throws

Andieative of
beo diesit. - ipon ‘two different eras, it may be remarked that

| OTAM,

there is throughout a conflict of ideas, espectally as
regards the Lharactu‘ of the ancient Rajas, the social
_intercourse which prevailed between the two sexes,
and the custom of widows re-marrying, which can
iy only be referred to two different ages GOI‘I‘(‘\I)OIK{III“‘
Oppaiition ot t0 Vedic and Brahmanice times,  Thus the character

L herolo and o

i -ﬁ;ﬁ;{;}gﬁggr of Nala as delineated at the opening of the story

e indicates such an opposition of heroie and roligious
| ideas, that it is impossible to conceive of them hoth
as existing in the same individual. Tt is easy to
imagine a Kshatriya hero asa great archer, skilful
in taming horses, beloved of women, and fond of
gambhng but it is difficult to helieve that such a
hero would be deeply read in the Vedas, and it is
1mpassxb]e to reconcile the existence of a strong
passion for gambling with the statement that the
gambler had all his passions under perfect control.
Moreover, being beloved of women may have been
the characteristic of a hero of the old days of Avyan
duvalry, but it would not be recarded as a virtue
in Brahmanie tinies, when women were supposed to
~ lead a life of seclusion, and were treated as entu'ely
subservient to the other sex, and given in marr iage
without the slightest reference to the state of their



i ':;f-aﬂ‘mtmns._ Tlns pomt of' ViGW 1 shll more plmnly Hxawnrar 'v__
' illustrated by the. evident freedom of intercourse i m. ;

which preva.lled between the sexes in the Vedie FWW:

tervourse which' |

period, and the efforts of the narrator fo disguise revalcd b tha

heritd AHERR
this freedom by the interpolation of detail which {g;{g‘cﬁz,;:%iﬂ-
Supernnb

. may be fairly regarded as supernatural. Thus thera a8

e |

""__18 the plain. statement that Nala and Damayant!
wete deeply in love with each other; and from this

| statement only one inference can be draWn, namely,
 that they had seen ench other, and consequently
' had been inspived with a mutual affection. Such an

idea forms indeed the very essence of the Swayan:-

‘vara, but it wonld searcely he relished in a Tater

age when women were kept in the inner apart-

. ments, and were never seen by men until the day of
their betrothal. Accordingly, the Hindd bard has
endeavoured to veil this implied freedom of inter-

© course by intimating that they had fallen in love

i
 § -

|

| sith each other without having seen each other;

and that they carried on an amatory correspondence

'_ by means of birds with golden plumage, who were

gifted with a power of speech far beyond the mere

imitative faculty of parrots, and corresponding in

every respect to the inte llectual fa(,u]ty ay exercised

by human beings. Thus, whilst it ig possible to

i .

%

believe that the interest of a youth or maiden may

be awakened by a description of a beautiful damsel

or a handsome hero, it is impossible to beliove that

the deep affection ot the love-sick Damayantf for

the gallant Nala could have existed without a sight

of thc beloved object; and 1t is still move impossible
to believe that the episode of the speaking birds is e S

to tho iner

anything more than a pretty fable introduced by the neirtuents dis

Hindd bard, Again, it is distinetly mtlmatod that Sopetwive |

i
{Jenns vy, Wi
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mslfe"pm'r m* zmmedmtely;before the Swuy amvara the hero made
i way mto the presence of Daumyunti on which

B

7 occasion the royal maiden pledged her troth to Nala,
b pmmlsmg to choose no aother husband, = Here
again the prudish bard appears to be shocked, not at
‘the interview itself, but at the posmblht;y of su{,h an
intevview taking place in the inner apartments.
Accordingly, the ineident is disguised by a story of
a power to pass where he pleased without being
hindered, which is said to have been granted to Nala
by the god Indra, and which, like the story of the
birds, may be safely rejected as a more ereation of
the imagination Again, the sequel turng upon a
plot which was diametrically opposed to later ideas.

g&t’w&gg?;;{‘mp Damayantf sccures the presence of her long-lost

| hdial @y husband at her father’s city, by pretendmg that she
it was about to choose a second husband ; an idea which
appears so perfectly in accordance W‘Jth the usages of
the Vedic period, that the Raja of Ayodhya does not
doubt the ramour for & moment; but, at the same ti me,
was so foreign to the ideas of i'he Bmhmam, that the
poet duly represents a second marriage as something
unholy. Indeed an insinuation in ﬂw present day
of the possibility of a second marriage, would be re-
garded ag the deepest insult which could possibly
be inflicted upon the father of the widow.

consption ot - T'he main purpose of the story seems to be to
an pvenging Ne«
mesis, iHustrate that conception of an avennmg Nemesis

which was undoubtc,dly familiar to the ancient
bards,  The ruin of Nala was brought about by an
evil spirit uamed Kali, a personification of the Kali
age, who envied his excess of happmess, and sud-
i Gmhmgmt denly reduced him to the extremest misery. As
v " regards the gambling, it is curious to remark thut



il __"‘bo the eye are calculated to impart a vivid concep- sow.

Wil ;_,Whllst the pmwress of the match smd ihe evx[s of msmm‘_ »
dico are delineated with a master land, gambhng i i

'1taelf is mot held up to reprobation. On the con- TR
| trary, whilst Nala loses his Raj by the dice, he re-

. eovers it by the same means, and even deliberately

. perfects himself in dice- throwmw for the purpose of

pifecting this abject. |

The pw‘rumb which are presented in succession Graphto pic-.

| tion of the civilization which plt\’ﬂllbd. in ancient
times, | The damsels chasing the birds in the royal pumayant ad
_ fer maidens,

. garden, the melancholy of the love-sick maiden, and

the flocking of the Rajas to the Swayamvara, arve all L
told with considerable power. The desoription of me sammm:
the bwn,) amvarg 18 unique, and contains none of g;lybvgpgr‘;;g}y
those rude incidents which characterize the Sway-®
amyara of Dranpad{, and which must be referred to

a rude and patriarchal age. - On the other hand,
Damayant{ appears throug hout as a maiden of hmh

rank and blood ; and hilet she is invested with the
.'_rlo'ht of chowo and exhibits an undisguised prefer-

ence for one partmular hero, yet her maidenly
‘modesty is preserved with rare delicacy, and even

the public expression of her affection in no way
‘militates against her conduct, as a pure, loving, and
unsophmtmated girl.  The picture of the gambling 53?.?\«. ambling
mateh is equally sensational, though far less coarse gmyind with
and barbarous than the gambling match of Yudhish. "
thiva. The interest does not turn upon such a rude

goene as that which transpired in the gambling
" booth of the Kauravas, and in which a matron was
rudely hanilled by a successful gamester. Indeed,
in the present instanee, the interest of the scene
turns upon the alarm of the Couneil and the people;



HI%E%RI.,‘Z on the convulswe ei‘fmta of tha temﬂed mfe to! arrost
rawe 11 her husband in his frantic play ; and the quiet agony
ey ™ with whmh she sends her children to her father's
| zrggwi:w}evo» house.  Then, again, the devotion of Damayanti to
her ruined husband, and her refusal to leave him in

the Junglc, are depmfad with an appreciation of
S woman’s love, and a truthfulness to human nature,
o 'E‘:ﬁ;‘?ﬁe orthe which are the essence of real poetry. The nvident
 of Nala's single garment being carried away by the

birds is perhaps too artificial to awaken the sym-

,:"Er;;wﬂwf the pathies of a ]uuropea.n veader, but the episode of the

Seensiatho  fishes 1s touchmg to the last degree. 8o, too, is the
LI scene of the pair spending the night in a hut ;—the
wife fallen into a heavy slumber through toil and
privation ; the husband sleepless from remorse, and
maddened with the sight of the being whom his
folly has reduced to such sore extremity, until he
‘Thesitates whether to stay or go; and, finally, the
horror of Damayanti on awaking and finding that
her husband has abandoned her, and that she is
alone in the jungle. Thestory of the serpent and
the huntsman, again, can scarcely perhaps be realized
by the European to the same extent as it is by the
Night saena of Hind; but the terrible night scene in which a
Tamoiiie down horde of wild elephants ey through the encamp-
W ment of a caravan, trampling and goring to death
all that comes in their way, can scarcely fail to in-
rascelife.  gpive every reader with awe and terror. The pic-
tures of palace life are equally real. The old Ran{
beholding from the terrace of the palace at Chedi a
mad woman followed by a crowd of boys; the rapid
driving of Nala into the city of Vidarbha; the noise
of the peacocks and elephants; the entertainment
of one Raja by another without any question as to



bél el age of Hmdﬁ s e
e biful ciescmptmn of the mtarwew between N ala B &.

and Damayanti the final reconciliation of the hus. 21:&:5%'\;:
nd and the wife, and the bringing in of the chil. Pauayanii,
_,__'en, exhibit the workings of the human heart bl aliahy
power and  truthfulness which cannot fail to
aken o universal sympathy in everyvage or clime,
which husbands may be temporarily separated
from their wives, and the olu]dren are introduced as
formmg tha btmd of union. ' |
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LEGENDS OF DEVAYANT.
Tun story of the love adventures of Devaydnf,

‘the daughter of a Brahman priest named Sukra,
ropresents a new phase both in human character and

ek acons Hindd history. | The heroine Devay:inf furnishes a

o trakE o L
o Bawayautd,

striking contrast to the modest, gentle, and devoted
Damayantf, for she is a self-willed and vindictive

~ girl, who prides herself upon being the daughter of

-__i).avaaﬂnl‘u
s ¢ v (v f v - 9 » '
fhemodens” . damsel 15 a fair type of the Brahman priests of both

the modem

A Brabman pre-

©gepton,

a Brahman priest, and who occasionally meets with
some mortifying rebuffs, for which she seeks to gain
a pitiful revenge, The father of the morose young

ancient and modern times, who oceasionally keep a
village or a tribe in strict subordination, by preying
upon their superstitious fears, and arrogating to
themselyes the power of bringing rain from heaven,
or healing digeases, or securing victory in battle, or
averting any of the thousand ills to which flesh is
heir. In the first instance Devaydni entertaing an
unrequited aficction for her father’s pupil; and on
finding that her advances are rejected she exhibits
that sourness of disposition which subsequently be-
comes a marked feature in her character; and
which leads to her engaging in a girlish quarrel
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 spective ranks, which is cas ried on with considerable | o ur.
| spirit, and terminates in an unexpected and amusing AN :
manner, i
. The period in which the events seem to have
| transplrcd may bo éasily inferred from the surround: _
\ing cirenmstances.  The story contains no satistac- '}‘j;gmi;ﬂ“;,}:f-
fory traces of the Vedic age, and evidently belongs B“"”"“’i“m_a
to an early period in the Brahmanic age; inasmuch il
a5 the intevest turng first upon the Brahmanical rule i
* that a pupil is prohibited from marrying the daugh-
 ter of his preceptor; and secondl} upon a primitive
‘assertion of Brahmanical supremacy over a supersti-
tions and barbarous tribe. There is one remarkable
 feature in the story which is of some historical import-
ance. | It will bo seen that Sukra, the fat her of Deva-
. yéni, was not the priest and precoptor of a tribe of
Aryans, or Devatds, but of a tribe of Daityas; and
\ the Dmtyaa wore the dark-complexioned a.l)orlgjmeq
. who ave generally represented as the enemies of the
_ il'yans. From this cireumstance it may be inforred Tha Beklions
 that the Brihmans were not originally a tribe or na- Shest RcRIR
--.tmnﬂ,lzty, but a professional class of priests who were **¢ shipenas,
as ready to officiate for one race as for another, for
the Turanian aborigines of the country as well as for
the Aryan invaders. The same ecircumstance also
throws some light upon the means by which the
Brahman missionaries, who made their way into the
territories of the aborigines, established their ascend-
ancy over the rude and barbarous tribes who appear
in the Rig-Veda as the enemies of the Aryans.
The legends respecting Devayini may now be
related as follows :—




] I’afwal vf szyu a‘o maru De-z,w/ wf

In cluys of old when the Daityas and Devatids were , at war
_5'*-“" for the government of the world, Sukra was the priest and
_,'T‘ e preceptor of the Daityas, and Vrihaspati was the priest and
g 133:2&1’ tfo . preceptor of the Devatis ; and Kanju, the son of Vn}mspah,
lid . became a pupil in the house of Sukra.

il e, piessges | Now Sukra had a danghtc\r namead Devayﬁnf and she
e Ktmé 1K «d their time very pleasantly together ; for
{ kh ;mpil of Wo a,nt &&‘lll]ll passe g very p y tog
i wltrléw g both were very young, dnd Kanju .ﬂw.ayq roverenced De-
'  vayéni as though she were his own wister, und rendered her
 every service as though he were her brother, Sometimes

 ghe sang to him, and sometimes he sang to her, or he wonld
relate to her famous stories of anciont times ; and Devaydn{
Al began to feel a deep love for her father’s pupil, and could
-._guk‘l:'zrﬁuli:ﬂra never be happy save in the presence of Kanju, But all this
_. 1%3 xrathof the while the Daityas were wroth that their priest Sukra should
S beach all his spells and mantras to the son of the priest of
R their enemy. One day when Kanju was taking his totor’s
4 cows to pasture, the Daityas carried him off; and Devayni
it seeing the cows return home without ham, immediately told |
her father, who therenpon compelled the Daityas to restorve
W the youth. After this when Kanju had gone into the jungle
(e to gather flowers for the sacrifice, the Daityas again found
him and carried him away ; and Deyvayini weut to her father,
and acquainted him with what the Daityss had done, but
Sukra refused to interfere, saying:— ‘I cannot be always
compelling the Daityas to restore Kanju.” Then Devayfni
, urgently entreated her father, and said :—* O father, this
) youth is the son of Vrihaspatf and the grandson of Angiras,
| and he has served you better than a son, and if you do not
interfore I will not live another day.” So Sukra threatencd
the Daityas that he would pronounce a curse upon them
unless they delivered up Kanjn; and they, being sore afraid
of the Brdhman, permitted the JoTg: meh to return to the
house of his preceptor.

}f)ﬂfﬁ;}lw&ahfei; ' Now when the yoars of the stu&entslup of Kanju were

fut!lm 8 nauae. '

§



.fuliyf_wcomph&heﬂ he des:red o leave "Lm butor amrl ta.ka up Imm

|| hisiabode in his father’s bouse; and Sukra, having tanght Pm“m |

him all e knew, spoke vory kmdly to him, and permitted -——-—-—-*—-H
him to take his leave, Then Kanju went to Devayéni and | |
i myod hér also to permit him to depart ; but Devayin{ said : nevaying m;ﬁ i
s ) Kanju, I have long nourished an entive friendship for "% i
]}o you now demand me of my father in marriage, and
hspa _é me in proper form.”  Kanju replied :—*¢ Your father Kauju dacunq;,;_-:-
1$ *hhe ‘sameé to me as my father, and yon are my perfect sis- -
(e I—Iow then can I ask for you in marriage ¢ Moreover,
i you are the daughmr of my tutor, and I have served you
'w}th c]aaped hands as a sign of reverence: How then can 1 gl
- takea won for a. mfe, and suflfer you to serve me 77 Devayin Devayini ee- '
. Bwid r—“If & young man be instructed by a preceptor he e
| does noﬁ thewby become the son of his preceptor : You are

i uhe son of the Brahman Vuhaﬁpatf and I am tho daughter

“of the Brihman Sukra, aud there has always been a firm

. alliance between your family and mine, and for a very long

. time theie has beon a Fnendahlp between you and me ; How
. then ean it be'in ~any way improper for you to d etnand tie
‘of iy father in umrmago?” But Kanju gtill persisted in Kanjn persists !

 'his refusal, Saying t-—*“ L am the son of yonr father, and I

"lel never presume to ask your father to give you to'me;

jfdr you are the daughter of my tutor, and have the right of
sigterhood in regard to me.” Then Devayini was very ot mm
wroth, and said :—¢ Az you have refused to accede to my - '
: 'msheﬁ, I pronounce this curse, that all the mantras you have

. learned of wy father may prove of no avail when you utter

© them.” Kmqu repliod i1 have served you for many %;‘,‘,‘5“ ﬂenyi.ms
years, and it is my profound respect for you, as the d&no-htur i

of m Y tutor, that prevents my asking for you in marriage ;

S0 as you have cursed me unjustly T also curse you that no

 Brdlunan shall ever demand you in marriage ; and. that you

~'ghall ouly marry a Kshatriya.” So saying, Kanju threw

'hirx:;.self at the fect of Devayini, and declared that he was

her servant’; and then he went his way to his father’s house,

and she saw him no more.
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l‘.\m‘li[.f
: - E:ome time a.fter tlnq, I)avayml‘i went oub mto the

":'-amﬁ}"temmm Jungle, a.coompammi by Barmishthd, the daughter of the

ek e Raja of the Daityas, and a number of other young damsels
L) rlmmhternl‘tha

taja, tako their of the tribe, to take their pleasure amongst the trees and

i }’,}f.'? R wers, On reachmn- a pleasant pool, the damsels threw off

S ot e their garments and wonb into the water to bathe, when it so

| L ivagdni and Bar-

i -iﬂ‘,‘smﬂﬁﬂ?‘iﬁm hnppenud that \m} u, the god of the wind, passed by, and
i F&? .ﬁ“’“ seoing their clothes upon the bank, he mingled them up
| together.. Accordingly, when the dcmmhaels camo out of the
| water, some of thew put on the clothes which helonged o
the others, and Sarmishthd put on the dress of Devayéni,
and Devaydnl put on the dress of Sarmishthd,  Devayéni
then said to the daughter of the Raja:— My father is a
. Bréhman, ond yours is a Kshatriya, and therefore it does .
. not bocome you to flaunt aboub in my clothes.”’” ' Sar-
- mishthd replied :— When my father sits in Couneil, your
~ fathor enters with clasped hands and pays hinn reverence ;
§0 what honour can 1 gain by wearing your elothes 7 If
AR 1 you say another word about it, T will order my maids to
S e beat you and thrust you out of the city.”?  Devayéni replied
S e il with a scowl so bitter, that Sarmishthd slapped her face, and
pushed her into a dry well, and leaving her there returned
with her other companions to the city.
Bk s s Now it so bappened that a great’ Raja nameod Yayéti was
e e B hunting that very day in the same jungle, and being very °
e thirsty he approached the well, where instead of water he
gaw a beautiful young damsel. Accordingly, the Raja asked
her who sghe was, and what she was doing in that well ;
and when he had heard her story he stretehed his right arm
nto the well and bade her take his hand, 8o the Raja took
hold of her hand and drew her out of the well, and she
uttered a blessing upon him, and he then took leaye of her
and returned to his own city.

E Devhuknd 3. Vindictiveness of Devaydnd.
fuses to ratuyn

Duityan” ¢ Devayéni then proceeded a little way in the direction of




- ha d;;nc%"out to rescue hu, xmd who wop’a vory much ab
geeir _hm‘ but she told the girl that it was no time for
weelmlg, and that she had hetter go and tell Sukra what

~ had lmppeuud for that she herself would never enter tho |
ity dgain. The maid carried the story to Sukra, and he An Angor a
wal excoedingly wroth at hearing that his danghtor had daughter,

. beon pushed into the well by the danghter of the Raja.
He get off for the jungle, and taking Devayfni in his arms,
1o bade her not to grieye, for whatever might have been her
| offénce against the Princess, it had been more than wiped

anr llI

away by the insult she had received. But Devayini was Dovaytaol re.

fuses 1o, b come«

detmvmmed that ber father should procurs her revenge, and forted:

she eaid that she cnmr] very little about being thrust into a
- well, in comparison with hearing that her own father stood
| with elasped hands in the presonco of Sarmishthd’s father,
and begged alms of him, and that it was because of this
sa,ymg of Sarmishthd t‘w.t she was resolved upon never
| again antermg the city. = Sukra desired her not to be
troubled about that matter, for he never stood with clasped
hands in the presence of the Raja, and dsked alms of him,
but the Raja stood in that posture before him ; and the Reja
/and bis tribe were hig slaves, for without his prayers they
could never procure the raing to fall in proper season.  Bub
Devay.mi refused to he pacified ; and though he discoursed
to her upon the merib of patience and longsuffering, and of
(repaying good for eyil, she declared that hor heart, still
‘burned with the taunts c-f Sarmishthd, and that it was bo ther
o die than to live with such insolent people.

- Sukra, secing his danghter in such affliction, was greatly §

Sokra threatons -
{o abandon the

‘grieved, and he went to the palace, and found the Raja sitting'] s the Dai~

with his Couneil. And he was received with every re %pef.,t
by all present, and invited to take the highest seat ; and
aftor a short pause, he spoke to the Raja as follows - He
 who does evil to another will certainly reap the fruits of that
. evil, either in his own person or in the persons of his pos-
terity : I am a man of mortifications and penances who has
fallen amongst you, and of me you have received nothing
VOL. L. 33

r of Bukm

the Raja's



IHﬁIA.

Paws U1
e wc}und% have been healed after ﬁha battle s Tn mtum you

hzwe fallen m then' Iaroper sc“;arm zmd hy my mantras your

| have twice ecarried away the young man Kanju, who came to

i larm aftlm '

Y

' 'me for mstruotlou, and now y daughter has been grossly
._jmsulte& by your daughter, and thrown into & well; After
 this I will remain with you no longer,”  Then the Ba}.a was
- alarmed, and he tried to pacify the Brdhman, ﬁaymg s

“‘Why do you hold such language to us?  Have we not

always treated you with respectit  If the children have
qna,?rdled amongst themselves, that is no reason why you
should be offended with us ; and if you forsake us, we must
fly to theislands of the ocean, for withont your aid we ghall
never be able to withstand the Devatgs.”  Sukra veplied that

‘the Raja and his tribe might do what they liked, bub thab

he was determined to leave a country in which his daughter

nummslmn ot had been so grievously insulted. The Raja and the whole

-?ﬁu Fadn/nnd all

e S of the Couneil were then greatly alarmed, snd humbled

1 fore the Tirdh-
o

: "l‘he Raja pro-

Mmixes that fore-
Canighths shall be
o fervant to De-

yayani,

Sarmishihd
obeys,

thomselves very much before the Brihman; and the Raja
Jaid his Liead at the feot of Sukra, and began to weep, and
to implore the priest to pardon him. Sukra replied that if
tho Raja would pacify his danghter Dovayéni then he would
remain, but unless she were reconciled he must go away to .
another country.
Then the Raja of the Daityas, accompanied by all his
Clouncil, went out of the city to seek Devayini, and having
found her, the Raja spoke fo her as follows :— We are all
the slaves of your father, and if my danghter has behaved
with incivility towards you, I will do with her according to
your command.”’  Devayini veplied -~ I shall be satisfied
upon ona condition, that whensoever my father shall give
me to a husband, your.danghter, who has thrown me mto
a well, shall be given to me as my servant.”’ The Raja
said ¢ This is a light thing for me, who am ready fo
sacrifice my own life to appease Sukra: Why, then, shonld
1 hesitate to give you my daunghter??” So he sent &
messenger to the palace to tell Sarmishtha that she was to

enter the service of Devaydni. And Sarmishthd replied :—




m mmvw&\'

'vér my fathor commumls I mll ohey, for 1 hmre no Hm'mm' mw Ul
¥ The Raja’s danghter then set out with hev slave Pﬁ?%l g
o present horself to her father ; and he immediatoly fimias

_._.hér over, togethm with her maids, to the service of

th "Elamghtc,r of the Brahman. Devayini then proceeded

fwith great joy' into the ¢ity, accompanied by her father ; and

4 hanaeforth Sarmishthd presentod herself evory day to Deva-

fmi 0 raveive her commands and do what she was order ed

e R &ncl then retumad to her own apartments,

4, Mm?m e of Devaydnt and Yayati,

One dny Demyﬁni went out of tho city, attended by Devass eos

with Barnish-

; Esarmmhbhﬁ and her maids, and they came to the place where thi, Aud Her

mmd«nn 0 tho

. Barmishth had pushed Devayini into tho well. In this well
- pleasant spot, where the frees were loaded with delicious
© fruits, and the verdure was enlivened by running streams,

Devayénf sat down npon the grass; and gome of her com-

e prmwns sat by her, whilst others stood round about them in

groups conyersing. At that moment Raja Yayfti was {pprpenor

' hnntmg in the forest, and whilst in hot pursuit of a stug, he

‘saddenly burst in npon the damsels. 'The sight of so much

Joveliness “almost deprived Yaydti of his senses, for they
were all in the prime of beauty ; though Devaydni and
' ﬁarmmhthé were incomparably more lovely than the others,

whilst in dignity and grace Sarmishthi was superior to

- Devayéni. The Raja immediately alighted from his horse

and begged the damsels to tell him who they were; and
Devayini answered him and said I am the Elaughter of

| Sukra, the preceptor of the Daityas, and this is Sarmishthé,

the danghter of the Ba,ga of the Daityas, and wherever I go,

“ghe always sttends me.” Raja Yayiti repliod -~ Sarmish- Yuyati nquires

how § W
thd is the daughter of a great Raja, and éxcels you in cle- hus hecoms et
5y Bervant of Des

¢ gance: How then is it that she hag become your slave ? *? vayini.
. Devayiin{ said that it was by the will of God, and desired him
not to ask any more such questions, but to answer her in-

quiries and tell her who itwas that had come amongst them
arrayed in royal vestments and with a resplendent eounten-



“nm-mm* or ance. / le Raja replmd tha\,b hm MmG whe -Y&Y*ﬂﬂ: f'h‘lﬁ |

b Pﬂgiﬁl ko was descended from a long line of Rajas, and that he had

e gom into the forest to hunt deer, in like manner as she had
ke come to gather the flowers; and he likewise said that what-
: soever she commanded him to do, he would perform. o
i uvaeare:, | | Doyas yind said -—*¢ All these damsels are my slaves, and thig
,"'-.3:}1’;’1‘;;3&”"“*" lady also, whois the danghter of a great Raga, iy my slayve

i ‘and my request to you is tha’o JOu espouse me in due form.”?

.-i'._ﬁ'wﬁti exenses Vayhti replied:-~<1 am » Kshatriys and you are a Br {he

: man ; How then can I take you for my wife?” Devayiim said ¢
=€ All the Kshatriyas were begotten by the Brihmans, and

you yourself are descended from a Rishi”?  Yayiti repliod

| that this was true, bub that the rule of life had changed,
p and thati it was mnot proper for him now to marry the
i Ef""ggﬁp'{;f:fd daughtor of a Brahman, But Devayin{ rejoined that the
| por when e d- mode of espousal among the Kshatriyas was for the man to
i '“'"fi' . take the woman by the hand, and this he had already done
il  with her ; and she reminded him of his having delivered her
from the well, when he had taken her by the hand and 11ft;ed._ _
her out ; and she said :—* Since you have given me your
Wi hand amc"l taken mine, T will never give my hand to any other
Yayhti's reply. husbhand.”?  So the Raja was afraid of her, and ssid : —*“If
your father will give you to me T will espouse you, but, 1
cannot take you wﬂhuub the consent of your father,” :
 Tayitts iters Then Raja Yaydti went his way to the house of Sukra,

U vlew with dus

kra. and vespectfnlly saluted him. At that moment Devayini re-
turned also from the forest, and entered the houge, and said

to her father :— This is the Raja who gave me his hand

to deliver me from the well, and since he hag g'iven' me his

hand, I will never give mine to any other man.” Then

Sukra said ¢ O Raja, since you have first given. your hand

to my daughter, I now give my daughter to you: You are

a mighty Raja, and I have an unbounded affection for my

danghter, and I therefore pray you to use her kindly.”™ Yayati

replied : 12 T $00 am v ery degirous for this marriage, but I am
afraid lest T commit a crime in marrying a Brihman,” Sukra’

| said -—* Take no concern: I will absolve you from any
: mﬁ‘m&?nwa- gmlt in this respect, and pray the Ahm hty that true es-
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! teenn an& affection may Fsubmst bebwean my danghter and HstoRy or
yon  Sukra then chose a fortunate moment, and performed Pﬁ?ﬁ‘l .

the vites of marriage between Raja Yayﬁ 61 and his daughtm b
Devaydni, Y

0 After many days Raja Yaydti took his Jeave of Sukrs, Yﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁ:
and depmted with his wife Devayéni for his own city; ?g%ﬁ“;ﬁ*&g‘;ﬂ'
and Devaydni took Savmishthd with her. Tn due course
‘they reached the city of Yaydti, which was as resplendent

a8 the city of Indra; and there the Raja placed Devaydnt

inal qsplenu::ulic’l palace, according to her rank, and appointed

a house for Sarmishthd in the garden. Then Raja Yaydti

lived for a long while in great happiness with his wifo

I Deva,y.mi and she gave birth to fwo sons, Yadu and

| Tarvasu,
. Sarmishthd’s revenge.

At lengbh it so happened that one day Raja Yayéti went Love paigage,
to walk in the garden wherein was the house of Sarmishthd, andSarmishiis.
and as ho passed by she came out and made him a reverence.
“And the Raja was enamoured with her beauty and elegance,
and he entered her apartment and sat down, and said to
her i— You are the daughter of a great Raja, and Lam very
desirous to espouse you, but when Sukra sent you ulong
with Devaayém to accompany me hither, ke bade me take
. every care of you, but never to make you my wife, and I
: _pledged myself to obey, and now I do not know how to
| escape from ‘my promise,” Sa.rmmhtha replied :—“ A friend
s a friend’s second self ; Devayéni and T are such friends :

 Therefore when you m;trmed her, you at the same time mar-

ried me,”’ Yayiti then said :—“ It is my rule of conduct

- never to refuse a request which any one may please to make ;

_ and therefore whatever you may ask of me I will assuredly

‘grant.”  So Sarmishthd asked that she might become the

mother of a son. .
Some months after this it was told to Devayéni that Snﬁt:?iﬁ{:i?;ﬁm“ _.

Sarmishthd had given birth to a son; and she was greatly son.

afilicted, and went to Sarmishth4, and said :—“ So yvou could y‘ggﬁh'ﬁ' Deva-

not persevere any, longer in the preservation of your chast«



_-_:. mweni‘_'_ \'"'1' ity : Wlm is th& faihmn 0%‘ t}us cluld e Sarmxshbha 'raphed

Pawr 117

| -.Barmmkﬁlm's oX~

lmf€ A Rishi of the most holy lifo and conduct came to me,

and 1 dagived him fo espouse wmie ; He did esponse me, and

this son is the fruit of our union': T have committed no
Wiy Ccrime i this:| Devayani said =" If this be true you are
| innotent: but do you not know who that Rishi | ms?”

. Barmishths repliedi='f The light of that Brihman was like

that of the sun, and from the greatness of my awe I could
not ask him his name.””  Devayéni said -~ As this is the

‘case yon have done right, aud I have not suffered by your

il -].‘Javu._v{mi e\

1 eowerd Eliat Yy

: -y&ti inthe Ml r
of Sarmishih's
J.rimm, o

wrong doing.”? 'S0 she returned to her own palace.

After some years Raja Yaydei wos walking in the gar-
den with Devaytin, when they eame to the honse oceupied
by Sarmishthd; and Devayfni saw three boys ab playy
who appoarecl to be the most beautiful children in the world.

| She aceordingly asked the Raja whose children they were,
 for their countenances greatly resembled hig own,  The

Raja gove her no answer ; 8o Deva,yﬁni called the boys and
asked thom whose sons they were. The hoys 1mmeﬂmtely

pmnted with their fingers to the. Raja, and s;wl ¢ W are 4§
his sons;” and then pointing to Sarmishbhd, they said i

% Mhat is our mother.” They then ran to the Raja, and tried

ke Barin'lahthfu's de-

0 Devayhnt v
- tarns to her
- father'’s house,

to pub their arms round his nack; but he, in order to lig-

semblo with Devaydn{, and keep her in good humour, thrust
the childven away, and they went crying to their mother,
Devayéni then turned to Sarmishthd, and said It is all
a lie you told me about s Righi coming to yous It is all
my own fault, for not keeping you day and night in congtant
attendance upon me: But you are the daughter of a Daitya,
and. & lie is no otfence in your eyes.” Sa,rmhhtlm, replied i
“T told you no lie at all, for the Raja is a Rishi, inagmuch
ag he follows the same form of worship as the Rishis: Be-
sides, I am 1o purch'wad slave that I may not look out for
a husbaud without your leave.” Devayiini then told the
Raja that she would never more enter his house to have a
slave treat her as an equal in hig presence. So she im-
mediately went away to the house of hev father,!

I Heto the story virtually ends, - Devaytoi declared that she wouid live no



The foregoing legends of Devaydnf are valuable _'m.silféiﬁz 7y e

s of the early age of Brahmanism, and throw a piﬁ-i;-}i‘_ it
. new light upon one of the most obscure portions of Ei?i‘f;g'i?‘éﬁ" i)
| Hind history. The most important element in the ggserbas -

- story is perhaps the opposition which is exhibited Qerostiionto:

vibas, or Aryang, 0

. between the Dovatds, or fair-complexioned Aryan wu thedays,
LA B TR A ; LA iy or ahorigiues.
. invaders, and the Daityas, or dark-complexioned

. aborigines of the country. In the Rig-Veda this Hxpression of

the opposttion

* opposition clearly appears as one betwoon tlie v e AR
vaders and the aboriginal inhabitants; and as tlie
Vedic hymns are the expression of Aryan senti-
* qnents and ideas, the aborigines are naturally alluded i

o in torms of hatred and reproach as robbers and
‘onttle-lifters. . In the subsequent age to which the Susanentens

version of the

forogoing legends belong, tho traditions of the old RN

and Daityasinto

*wars betweon the Aryans and the aborigines becaine wmisiwarsor |
. converted into mythical logends of wars between S T
| the Devatds, or gods, and the Daityas, of demons,

‘which was carried on for the empire of the worldy

 This circumstanco has led to a strange confusion of %ﬁ;ﬁ';i;;gt'jg}ha
the terns De-

_ 1deaa1u many of the Brahmanical versions of the jiaaa Dot
 old traditions. Sometimes the term Devatds refors to '
the Vedic pantheon, in which Indra appears as sove-
‘reign; sometimes, however, as in the present story,
it seenis to refer to the Aryan people, who were tho
- worshippers of the Vedic deities. Then, again, the

longer with the Raja, dnd carried her complaint to her father Sukra; whe there-
. upon p:éﬁb‘l;n.eed"a_ﬁcur'ﬁe of old age upon Yayiti. The curse is smid to have taken
effeet, it Sukra offered to remoye it by transferring it to any oue of Yayhti's sons,
' who'would ngreo. to aceopt the infliction. Yadu, his eldest son by Devayhni,
j_ggﬁ;.,_paq,_g@.ﬁwgg cursod that his posterity should never enjoy dominion; and he
. ultimately became, the ancestor of the Vadavas, or cowhetds,  Then oIl the other
- soms of the Hajarofused, and were curséd in like manner, exeopting the youngest
son by Sarmidhithb, who was named Parit, and who agreed to bear the burden of
his father's old age for o period of & thousand years, and who ultimately becdme
the angestor of the Pandaves and the Kanravas,
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| HINIORY oz« tetm Daltya,s was apphed both to demonb ancl ﬁo'
I ENIA, !
e the aborigines, and haying thus become current as
‘a term of reproach, it was apparently applied in a
still later age to the Buddhists. Thus the question
oceaswnal]y arises as to whether the term Daityas
applies to the aborigines who preceded the Aryans,
or to the demons who foucht against the gods, or to
- the Buddhists who fought against the worshippers of
the Linga. In the present instance the term un-

_ doubtedly applies to the aborigines. |
rrmndshtphuh Another point for consideration is the curious

. bween the Bra

| hnpreeapios friendship  which existod between the DBrahman
| eremon: nyiests of rival tribes, even when those tribes were
e at war. Thus the son of the priest of the Devatds
is entertamed as a pupil in the house of the prwst
of the Daityas; a circumstance which naturally ex-
~cited, tho Jcalous\,* of the Daityas, and led to Lhat |
animosity of the Daityas towards the pupil, which,
but for the interposition of Sukra, would have: led -
~tu his destruction, |

tymiealdentt  The legend of the marriage of Devaydnf and
.m mauntln the

! :smndauts of

mvasastle | Yayati seems to be cumbored with some mythical
 Yayati and De-

vayiu, detail for the purpose of ennobling the tribe of '

Yddavas, to which Krishna belonged, by represent-
ing them to have been descended from one of the
ancient Rajas of Bhérata and the daughter of a
Brébman. In the genealogical lists Yay:iti appears
as the great.grandfather of Raja Bhirata; a circums-
stance which may well be doubted, if the theory be
accepted that the Brahmans held but a subordinate
rank in the Vedie age. The story of Sarmishth4 is
very suggestive, but scarcely calls for comment. Tt
may, however, be observed that the explanation of
Sarmishthd, that a Rishi was the father of her chil-
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dren, referﬂ 10 an oxtlaordmary and revoltmg dog: susront op i
'”ma, Wthh is especially connected with the worship ;ﬂﬁlﬁr it

~of Krishna, that a woman acquires religious merit IR N

pregsion in fhe

by intercourse with her religious preceptor; and Kiseniibe

¥ .’a.ofth T'l.-\
. 1 ed
cven in the present day this abominable idea has sieses cumet

“not heen wholly eradicated from Illdla; and notably meus.
finds expression amongst a sect in the Bombay
'.-Premdency which is knowu by the name of the

| Ma.hsira*aa. |
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CHAPTER IV,

CHANDRAHASA AND BIKYA,

. mmsrory oF - T'ae story of Chandrahasa and Bikya appears
i AR . ) b SR
pawr 1. 0T like a romance than o historical tradition, and

' | Bomantio onn. Seems to belong to & much later era than any of the

ter of th
| f.‘é“u"r?' " foregoing lt,ﬂends. In the first place, it will bo
Been Yaid in th
Bkt e yoticed that the scene ig laid in the Dekhm:, or
ik
| ;‘;u‘,‘ﬁg;f“-‘“ south of India. 'The narrative containg allusions to

temples which do not appear to have existed in the

Vedic age ; and indeed it may be remarked that no

ruins of temples have hitherto been found in India of

_ _a date antecedent to the age of Buddhism. Again,
Bduoation ot the story turns npon a Iet’mr which was written by a
readinennd | Minister fo his son, and which a young lady could
- not only read, but was able to alter with her own
hand ; circumstances which plainly indicate a mo-
dern origin; for in the earlier legends messages ave
always carried by word of mouth, and none of the
ancient heroines appear to have beeu able to read
Batiet imthein- or write, The story is based upon a belief in as-

Tfluarioe of the

| arsomom won trology, and involves the idea that the influence of

g T tho stars is perceptible not only in the fortunes of

an individual, but in hig pll)’bl()fﬂ’lﬂl’llyl, a belief
which was once as widely spread in Europe as it
still is in Tndia, and to this day the terms mereurial,
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DIA.
eliamactorm{uw of temperament which were once p,m-g L

supposed to result from the influences of the planets
'Mercury, Jupiter, and Saturn.

- The story, which needs no preliminary explana- The story,
tmn, may n now be related as follows :—

* 1. Chandrahase, the ﬁrtumte boy.

F&r away in the farthest extremity of the Dekhan, in the Bixth of Chan
coun{'.ry where camphor is collected, there lived a Raja who
was doomed to suffer the severest adversity. To this Raja
a son was born when the foll moon was in the most favonr
able Df all the lanar mansions, and who was thus destined
to en;oy the highest prosperity, Very soon after the birth
of this son, a powerful enemy invaded the country, and the
_ Ra_]a was slain with most of his army, and his Rén{ perished
on the. f'uneral pile. ' The nurse then fled away with the peeservad alive
infant to ‘& city named Kutuwal, but told to no one the s il
socveb of the child’s parentage. Sho put herself oufi to
serviee, and supported Lerself and the child by the proceeds
of her toil ; but after three years she died, and the little
boy was thus throyn destituie upon the world.
| The child now wandered about without a soul to care Destitution.of
for hith.  Sometimes the people of the city gave him a little
_.prcmsmn out of charity, and at night he sheltered himself
in & pagoda. When ke was five or six years old he began
to associate and play with other children of his own age;
‘and sometimes the boys would take him to their own homes,
and their mothers, hearing that he was without a parent or
s friend, would tuke pity upon him, and give him victuals
and clothes, and wash him and take a liking to him. One The Rishis pre-

dﬂy he h&ppencd to go to the house of the Minister of the ﬁ-mm to the

inijster of the.
Ra;a of Kubuwal, and a number of Rishis and astrologers Ea Rav cof Kutue'
were present who were well gkilled in the science of physi- ;
‘ognomy ¢ aud when they saw the hoy they said to one an-
other s Who is he ? for on his face are all the signs of

royalty”?  No one, however, knew him, and when they

I' and ﬁa.turmne are employed o expl ess thoae HLSTORY 03’ il



