
11 ■ j g f e•si
COStSHTS- ■ ' ■' ’■A;C.'v.. ■ ' xlvii

Slays the Raja and, Ms Mephant, at a single How ., 303
AlMpianyu slays a boh of Jlaryodhana . .mm . ib.
Attacked by I)uryodhaiia, a;m.I rescued by ATjutia , in.
Might' of ail the Rajas at the sound of .Arjuna s chariot . lb.
A liltin' of Bhishma at the havoc created by Arjuna . -504 .
Shoeessoti of the IMa-javas . . . ib.
■Third day of tbs war . . . : ■■' ' ib. ,
Tremendous charge of the Ptimbnas in the form of a lutlf- 

ruooiL . . .. . . . . ib.
Terrible slaughter . . . ib;
Cries of flie wounded . . . ■ ... ib.
Dead men rise without headland fight each other , . ib.
The Warriors fight with their lists, feet, teeth, and nails .. 305
Repulse of the Kauravas . . . . jib,
]ditryoijlnina coiinplains of the miliflbjx’iica of Bhishma . ib.
BMshnm meows ike battle, hut tho Kaurovas are driven hack 

by A guru . . . . . .  ib.
The war rages from the fourth to the ninth day . ib.
KauravAs dish farmed at not Conquering the Pdndavaa, • ib.
Doryodhaha eoinplains to Ms Chieftains of his want of 
. success . . . , , . ib.
.Karma engages to slay the Panduvus if Bhishma will retire from 

the command . . . . . . .  l | |
Ibaryodhaim proposes to Bhishina that ho should retire ib.
S Mishina's wrath . . , . ib.
Bhfohma engages to defeat, the Pfindavas on, the tenth day or 

perish upon the field . . . . .  ib.
Tenth day of the war . . . . ib.
Terrible conflict .between Bhishina and Arjuua . : ib.
P-hlf-inna mortaih wounded . . . . .  ib.
Review of the first ten days of the war . . ' . ib.
Interest centres in the single combat between Bhfokma and 

Arjutia . . . . . .  307
Singular effort to Brah manize the character of Bhishina . ih 
Mythical story that Bhishina lay for many days upon a couch 

formed of arrow-heads, and then delivered some moral and 
religions discourses . . . . . .  308

2nd, Promt's command-—five days . . . . .  i->.
Prominence of single combats . . . .  309
Three important incidents in the history of Drona’s command ib.
Elec lion of l)rona . . . . .  ib,
.Ele venth day of tho war and first of Prona’s command . ib.
Efforts of Pronato take Yudhishthiru prisoner . . ih
Frustrated'by Krishna and Arjuna . . . , ib.
Susarman and his four brethren send a challenge to Arjuna ib,
Arjuna accepts the challenge, contrary to the advice of Yud- 

hishthira , . . . . 310
Twelfth day of the war and second of Drona’s command . ib,
Arjuna defeats Susarjn.au and his brethren . . ib.
Yudhishthira narrowly escapes being taken prisoner by Ibona ib.



■ §Lviii ■ : ilONTEim, .7

Thirteenth day of the war and third of Droxia’s command . 310
Arpuvi, fights Snsarmau a Second tjino ' . . . 1 ibf‘,
Drona dtftws tip the Kauravas in the form of a spider's

web , . . , , ' , . * ib.
Panda vas unable to oppose the spider's web . ' ■ 311
YtHiMshtMra commands Ahhimanyti to charge the' spiderV 

web . . . .  :, . . ib-
Ablumanyu drives hiss cWibt into the enemies’ ranks, ami pew 

forms prodigies of valour . , . ■ ib.
Pandavas prevented by Jayadratha from rescuing Abhiuumyn 312 
Abhimanyu ovorpowtl*ed by six 'warriors and slain . ib.v
Extreme beauty and prowess of Abhimanyu , . , ib.
Profound grief of Yudirishthira . ■ . . . ib.
General outcry against the cowardly Chieftains who slew

Abhimanyu . ib,
Arjj'una’s overpowering grief at bearing of the death of 

Abhimanyu .. . , ■■ , i • ib.
Vows'to slay Jayadratha before sunset on the morrow . ib.
Krishna 'consoles Aiguna . . . .  313
Comforts" Subhadm ?u .1 Utiara, the mother and widow of 

Abhimanyu . . . . . .  ib.
. His towhmg attendance upon Arjuna throughout the night ib.

Orders his chariot at early mom to drive Arjuna against 
Jayadratha . . , . , . ib.

Cowyi'^ly attempt of Jayadratha to withdraw ■ . ib,
Fourteenth day of the war and fourth of Droha’s com

mand . . . . . . .  V  314
Fierce struggle of Arjuna, Sdtyaki. and Illifina to reach 

Jayadratha . . .. , . . ib.
Combat between Satyaki and Bhurisrava . . . ib,
Bhurisrava conquers Butyaki and prepares to cut off bis head ib.
Krishna requests Arjuna'to interfere ,. . . . ib.
Arjuna cuts off the.arms of Bhurisrava . . . ib-
Blumsrava abuses Arjuna for interfering , . . ib,
Arjunah defence . . . . .  ib-

. All. the Kmim Vas reproach Arjuna . . * . ib.
Aijiuu> ? retort' respecting the cowardly murder of Ins own 

son . . . . n 315
Batyaki beheads Bhurisrava ,,, .. . . . ib.
.Desperate'conflict between Arjuna and Jayadratha ; ib.
Arjuna beheads Jayadratha just 'before sunset . . ib.
Exultation of the Rindavas and grief .of the Kaurovas . ib.
Battle continued throughout the night . . . .  ib.
'Frightful confusion in the darkness , . . ib.
Plain of Kimiksliotra lit up by torches . . . 3 1  b
Battle scenes by .torchlight' , . . . ib.
Short interval, of slumber at midnight , ib.
Renewal of the battle by moonlight . . • ib.
The battle goes against the Panda vac . . . ib.
Vow of Dhrishta-dvunma to slay Drona . . . ib.



VAOJ!
Bill rim fights Diotp until huniwe . . . Sit
Fifteenth day of the war and: fifth of JDrona’s command , 317
t>ht,iahta-dvixfi'iria fights Drona . . . . ib.
Drona overcome bv means of a Ho . ib.
I )hrLshU-dyuium beheads Drona . , j b,

. Rejoicings of the Pandavus , . . ib.
Deep, regret of the Kauravas at the death of Drona . , ib".
Vovv of Aswatt-haraa to revenge the death of Drona . ib.
Review of the fbregoitig account of the live days of Drona's 

command . , . . . . ib.’
Yudhishthira represented &s a coward . - . 318
.Brahmanical reasons assigned for his cowardice . .. ib.
Touching character of the story of Abhitnanyu . . 319
SaTage character of the combat between Bhu-rferava and 

Saty:iki ' . . . . . , ib.
Review of the death of Drona . . . . 320
My tliical details recorded in the Mahi BMrata- . . ib.
Extraordinary account. of a tie inadvertently told by Yudhish- 

iliira . . . . . . .  ib.
Krishna suggests the lie , . . . .  321
.Ivrisium .suggests a prevarication'. . . . ib.
Manner in which Yudhishthira is said to have told a lie . ib. 
Drona dies in  the character of a Btdlrtoaii Yogi . 322
Escape of his-soul through his skull . , , . ib.
3rd, Karnu’fi1 command—two days . . ib.
Three important.combats . . . . .. ib.
.Election of .Kama to be Cibnnuiissdmo of the Kauravas . 323
Sixteenth day of tho war, arid first of Kama’s command ,. ib.
Indecisive straggle . . . . . .  ib.
Kama engages to slay Arjuna . . . .  ib.
Seventeenth day of the war and. second of Kama’s command ib. 
Kama desires, that Salya would drive, his chariot . . ib.
Duryodhana makes the request to Shlya . . . 3M
Salya’s indignation . „ . . . , ib.
He sneers at the birth of Kama as the son of a charioteer ib.
Duryodhana assures Salya of his respect, and rabies him with 

Krishna . . . . . .  ib.
Salya drives Kama against Arjuna . . . 325
Evil omens , . . . . ih,
Contention - between Kama and Salya respecting the prowess 

of Arjuna . . *D,:, . . ih.
Kama retorts by a reference to the depraved, customs of 

Siilya’s subjects . , . ■ . . 'b.
Kama charges the Pan davits . . . . , ib.
Kama attacks Yudhishthira -in the. absence of Arjuna . 326
Reproaches Yudhishthira for the cowardice he had imbibed 

from Brahmans . ,. . , ■ jb,
Wrath of Yudhishthira at. being left without protection . ib.
Anger of Yudhishthira with Arjuna for fighting Susarman 

when he should have been fighting Kama . - . ib.

CONTENDS. xlix



<SL
TA'> :•

Ayhma taunted by Yudhishthira . • , 826
Draws his sword, and threatens to kill Yudhishthira . . ibj
Rfiftoncii^S to Yudhiabthira by Krishna . . 827
JBhima attacked lay IDWuSana . , . . i,h
Deadly conflict between Bliii.na and Duhsaa&.ia . - . iu  '
TSMi m ’s address to t h e  Kauravas ; , - . ih
Fulfils his vow by drinkuig the blood of Dulniiisaua ib.
Arjuua.goes forth to a f in a l battle with Kama' - • 828
'The armies stop.' lighting,. and .the gods descend from heaven ib,
A rj tq u i  and Kama.address their respective charioteers . ib.
The India . , • . ib.
A. wheel of Kama’s, chariot sinks into the earth. . , ib,
Arjnna stays from fighting. Krishna reminds Arjuna of the 

insults to .Draupadi and murder of Abhimanyu . . :• ib.
Aijuna' slays Kama with a crescent-shaped arrow . 821)
Triumph of the Panda vas and consternation of the Kaovavas ib.
Flight of the Kaiinyas . . . • . ih
Kripa advices Duryod'hana to conclude a treaty .„ . ib,
Ibhusal of Duryodhana . . '. - ib.
The KauraVaS resolve to renew the battle on the morrow . ib.
Review of the foregoing narrative of Kitrna’s command . 8150
4.th:j Balya's command,—one day . . . . .  ib.
Election of Balya to lie Generalissimo of the Knuuva- .. ib.

; ■ Eighteenth and last day of the war , . . • • 331
K-auxavas abstain from single combats . . . d>*
Balya slain by Yudhishtliira , - . . .  . ib.
Utter defeat of-the Kauravas. • . ■ ■ ib.
Doryodhana conceals himself in the lake . . • ib.
Three survivors . . . . .  • . ib.
General Search for'.Dufyodhafca . • . . ib.
The three Kauxavu- warriors discover Puiyodhana, and pray 

him to renew the battle . . . . • . . 882.
Puryodhana declines., ’ and recommends concealment , ib.
AwvattMma vainly remonstrates . .. . d>.
Failure of the Paudavas to discover Lhiryodhana . du
Ehmia's servants discover him . . . .  ib.
The Panda,vas proceed to the- lake . • ib.
Yudhishthira calls upon lhiryodhana to leave the lake . SJ.3 
Duryodhana prays for rest before renewing .the.combat . ib.
Yudhishthira remonstrates . . . . . ib,
Daryodhana prays the.P&ndavas to lake the Ii,aj, raid let him 

retire to the desert . ib.
Yudhishthira refuses'to take the 'except by conquest ib.
Duryodhana offers to fight the Pandavas one at a time, if they 

will light fairly . 834
Yudhishthira accepts the conditions . . ■. - ib.
Duryodhana stipulates to fight with the mace only . ib.
Yndhisfitbira agrees . . . . . ■ , , ib,
Duryodhana still remains in the lake , . . 335

^ £ ^ 1  1 . CONTENTS, ^  I  | 1 H



if • '

content.:*. ii
PAflU

Krishna advises Bliima to provoke Bhiryodbana to leave' the a
Water . . .  . . .  335

BMma’s irritating address to Dtuyodhana . . ib.
Duryodhana offers to fight on the morrow . . ih«
Bhitha threatens to "drag Duryodhana out of tho lake . ib.
IKiryodharui leaves the lake . . . * 33\i
Laughter of the followers of tho Pdndavas . • . ■ %
His'ghastly appearance' , . . . ib.
Vudhishthim offers him arms and amour . . ib.
Quosliax if  who should fight Duryodhana . . ib,
K rishna suggests Bliima , . . . . ib,
Bhima gladly assents „ . . . . ib.
BMma and 1)uryodbana reproach each other . . . 337
Bak'jf&meh.brother of Kririma, appears'upon the plain . ib.
-Advise the combatants to fight■ in the middle of the plain . ib. 1
Tho battle , . , . < . ib.
Desperate struggle . ib.
.Krishna advises Bhima to commit foul play . §0jjl
Arjtfna gives the hint to Bhima . . . - ib.
Bhuna nearly killed , , . . ib.
burnishes the thigh of Duryodhana . . . . ib,
Bbbiia kick's, Duryodhana on the head „ . . $3.9
Wrath of Yudhishthim . . . . ib.
Yudhishthim strikes BMina in tho face . . . ib.
A d elves a s I) ury oclhana ,■ . . . . ib.
-Balaramalf indignation at Biriina’s foul play . . ib.
Balatama prepares to slay the Pdndavas, but is prevented by 

Krishna . . . . , 340
Krishna defends 'Bhima . . . . .  ib.
Jkdarama denounces Bhima . . , ib.
Krishna excuses Bhima ’. . . , . ib. ■,
Bhima forgiven by Yudhishthira . . . ib.
The Pandavas go vrith Krishna to see'Duryodhana . . ib.
Recriminations between■ Duryodhana and Krishna . . 'ib.
Manifestations of the divine approval of Duryodhana . 341
Krishna consoles the Pd.nda.vas, and proclaims Yudhishthira 

as .Raja . . . ; . . . ib,
The Pdndavas proceed to the camp of the Kauravas and ob

tain great spoil , . . . ib.
Yudhishthim requests Krishna to proceed to IRistmapur, and 

excuse the proceedings of himself and brethren to the Malta-
r T]a * „ v * ■ • lb.

Krishna reaches Hastindpur on the first quarter of the night . 342
'Interview between Krishna and the Maharaja . , ib,
•Affecting interview between Krishna and the Rani Gdndhiari ib.
Krishna consoles. Gdndhdri by engaging that the Pandavas 

Should prove more dutiful than the Kauravas . . 343
Gdndhdri’s 'reply'to.Krishna . . . .  . ib.
Krishna -renews liia promised . . . . .  314



■ Ketirme tdtho quartern, -.of. the ' P&nd&vas 'Id. the camp. of the
Kauravas . , . ; . . , , . . 341

Review of (she .foregoing rnriafe ve of the last day of th» great 
. war . V\v::vvt';': ih.

My till cal references to Krishna . . . • fb*
Ex traonliaary counsel' of Krishna that BMma should, strike a 

foul blow . , ■■■.•'. . , • it'-
Deaths of the three heroes of the Kaurovas ascribed, to the 

immoral interference of Krishna . . • Kti.
Krishna reproached by Ihi.ryodha.na , . .. . 343
Origin of the Anyth . . ■ ■ • ih.
Krishna appears fix his mission to Hastm&prcr in the character 

of a consoler . . . • • * *k.

'CEA K fR XIII. ■ ' '  \ ' ; (i ’ ’ • '

THM REVENGE OF ACffATTHAMA,

. TormiuaHou $  th i war and tri unph. »f the P&ndavas . 34G
Three waraors alone remaining of all the, forces of the Kau- 

ravas . .. ■ . • . ■■ . ib.
Vow of AswaitM-ma, son of Drona, to. be revenged for the 

death of his'father . . ■ . ‘h.
Night of the-eighteenth. .day of the war . , . 3 47
Duryodhana wounded and' alone upon the plain ■ . ih.
The three surviving warriors of his army visit him . ih.
Their great grief . . .. . ■ ... ih.
As wattMma. offers to slay the p/undavas that night . ib*
Duryodhana appoints Aswntfb$Tna Chief in command, and 

directs him to bring the head of Bhima ' ih.
The three- warriors leave Duryodhana upon the plain . 318
Aswatth&ma -sees an owhkill the sleeping.crows'- . . ih.
iResohras to fall upon the .Pandavas in like-manner . . ih.
Ksipa remonstrates . . . ■ ■ jh.
Aswattlnima persists in revenging the slaughter of Drona. . ib,
Kripa proposes to wait till morning, and then to fight the 

Pandavas fairly . . . . .  . .. 349
Aswatthama refuses . , . • ■ ih,
Aswatthama, followed by Kripa and Kritavanaan, proceeds to 

the camp of the Pindavas . . . .  ib.
Absence of the Pandavas in the camp of the .Kannms . ib.
The single gateway . . . • ib.
Aswatthama leaves his two friends to guard the gate whilst he 

enters the camp , . . • • 1*>-
Surprises Dhrishta-dyumna- and slaughters him . . ih;
Screaming of the. women, and general confusion. * _• 350
The five sons of .the ’Pandavas rush out and are slain, by

Aswatth&na • . • • ■ ■ ih.
Tearful slaughter amongst the followers and servants of the 

Pindavas . . , . ib-

COKTi'-NTS. ^ S L



COSTF.NTS. iiii
PAGE

Aswatthama escapes with the heads of the five song of the 
Phndavaa . . 1 . . 350

The three warriors retain) to IDuryodha.na .. , , 351
Aswutthama passes off the heads of the sons for the heads of 

the fathers . . . . . . ih,
Exultation of. Diiryodhana . . , ib,
Duiyodlmna takes the head of Bhirua’s, son. and discovers the;

imposture by crushing the,skull , . , ib,
Eeproach.es Aswatthama for the murder of the innocent sons 352 
Death of Duryodhana , . . . . i b.
•Flight of the three warriors „ ib.
Ytidhishthira falls down in a swoon . „• „ ih.
.His lamentations . . , . ib.
.Krishna consoles him . , , . ih.
Yudhishiliira sends for Braupadi . . .  . 353
Braupadi'decries the idea of her husbands ruling.as Eajas .ib. 
Consoled by Yud.hiMithita and Krishna . , „ ih.
Prays; for revenge upon Aswatthama. . . ib.
Yudhishthira represents that tawM-thame is the son of a 

Enilmvau, and that revenge must be left to Vishnu. . :1b.
Braupadi persists .in ha v ing an amulet .belonging to Aswatthdma ih. 
Arju.ua deprives AWatth&ma of the amulet, and gives it to 

Blimia . . , . , 35,4
Bliinia consoles Braupadi, and gives her the amulet . ih. 
Braupadi -transfers the amulet to YudKishthira . . ih.
Procession of the blind. Maharaja, with all the women of his 
_ household, .to the plain of Kurukshetra . . . ih.,

Their interview with. the three surviving warriors of the 
•Kaurova armies . ■ ■ , . . ih.

The Kauravas said to have ascended to the heaven of India, 
because they had died fighting 'bravely . , . 355

.Review of the foregoing story of the « Kevengo of Aswat- 
tlumra ” . . ' , , ih.

Appearance of the plain of Kurukshetra un the evening of the 
last day of the war , . . ih.

Passionate desire for revenge exhibited by the surviving 
Kauravas . . . . .. ‘ ih.

Comparison between, the massacre by Aswafctbuma and the 
.most barbarous incidents in the war , . . 356

Effect of the appearance of the owl devouring the birds upon 
the mind of Aswatthama . . . . .  ib. 

Pleasure of gratified, revenge as displayed in the dying hour of 
.Duryodhana . . . . . 3 5 7

Mythical character of. the fable of Aswatthdmad amulet . ih.



11 s  i i  ,, , ; a ifii it
| l i | | w  1 ' SIP I

" • - «  ■ < S L

W ^ S i h  .0o.nt;©jts,

CHAPTER XIV,

• ®EBS RBCOKCILIATfON OF TKK LIVING AN*) BURIAL O.F TK.8 MyAD,
IMO'E

Attempts to 'reconcile the "Maharaja with the Pandavas • 359
Mythical efforts of Krishna and Yvasa • • ih.
impossibility of a real reconciliation between, parents and the 

murderers of their sons . . ih.
Want of family sympathy on the part of ihe .Brahmanieal

RMA'a R' 'compilers.. . • ■ g * 3
■ interview between the P&udav.is and the;. Mau&raja on the

day. after the war - ih.
■Necessity- for a feigned reconciliation. ■ . ih,
Beal'feelings of the Maharaja and Xt4ni . • * ih.
hfarrative of the reconciliation . • • • d>.
The Phndavas, accompanied by Krishna, go ont and meet the

M'ahhraja . . • • * dj-’*
Prostrate themselves at the feet of the Maharaja * _ 361

' The Maharaja calls for Bhiina, and receives his image in his
si m l . . • • • . . : b.

Crasfes the image to pieces in his wrath, against the murderer 
of his sons . . •. ■ • ib*

'Repents the deed, end weeps , ■■■'■..■■ . • ih*
'TJ.ndeeoived by Sahjaya . . . . .  ib.
Emh. aces the five PAndavas in turn . • • • *b.
Tim reconciliation . ■ . • ‘ Hr
Alfiajliug scene between the Pandavas and the R&ni Gandh&ri 362 
Vudhishthimh excuses . ■ * • * |h.
G&ndhari’s resignation • ■ • • . * yh
She reproaches BMma for having drank the blood of DuhaRnna ib. 
fthima’s denial '■ . * _ ■ • • *}*•
Yudhishthira takes all the blame upon himself . _ . ih.
Gandhavi sends the Pindavas to their mother Kimti . ih.
Joy of Kuntr . . > ■ ib-

■ Her live sons lay their heads at her feet . ■ • 3C3
Affecting meeting of Draupadi and hunli , . ih.
Osmdnari piously cons'des Draupfidi .n, • • ib.
Review ■ of the foregoing narrative • • ib*
Narrative of the funeral ceremonies on the field of battle . ib. 
Difficulty as regards the. war lasting eighteen days • nb-
Sad procession of.the-women to the ; hiit of Jvurukshetra . 3b4 
The women sit by the dead bodies of their husbands • ib.
Lamentations of G/iudU&rl over her son Dutyodhana * ib.
Lamentations of the, widows , . . < ib.
Performance of the funeral rites for the slain * • ib*
Collection of materials for-.the burning' . * • dj ;
Dead bodies of the Rajas recognized by their charioteers . 365
Burning of the Rajas of the first rank . . * ib.



' f n 'TkfL
CONTEXTS, Iv ,

t.ji J j i i ' ' 1 1 ( !*'f{ f'l . i’A»>4
Burning of the remaining bodies , . . S6-5
Bathing in. the Ganges, aiul sprinkling of water . . ib.
Sorrow of Yiidiushthfra and Aiyona for the t loath of Kama . ib.
Kindness of Yudhishthira to all the widows, children, and 

dependents of Kama . . , - | | i
Death of the chief wife of Kama , . . 366
''Review of die foregoing narrative- of-the burning of the slain ib.
Refers to au anti-Brahmanic period . . . ib.
No reference to Sati nor saihfaGoxy allusion to the Brahmans ib.
' Aocoufit of -the liberality and 'kindness displayed hv YudMsh- 

thim towards the family of .'Kama ascribed to a mythical origin 367

CHAPTER XV. '

TEU«. INSTALLATION’ OF RAJA YpDHISHTniRA.

Narrative of the installation of Yudhishthira as Raja under 
.the nominal sovereignty of .Maharaja .Dhritarashtra . 368

'Disinclination of Yudhishthira to be appointed .Raja . ib.
Triumphant procession, from'.the plain of ivurukshetra . ib.
Gi'&nii entry into the city of Hastin&pii" . * 369
Yndhishthiif arrives at the palace . ■ . ib.
Worships die family gods . . . . ■ ib.
Distributes gifts amongst HiAhmans . . . ib.
ilevikid by,Ch^r\Aka, a Rakshasa disguised as a Brahman . .ib.
Rage of the real Brahmans, who declare their allegiance to 

Yndhishthira . . . . . .  ib.
Gharv/tka burnt to death, by the angry eyes of the Brahmans 370 
Gratification of Yudhishthira at the acquiescence of the 

Brahmans in his inauguration . . . lb,
Enthroned facing the Earn . . . • ib.
Presence oi' his relations and friends at his inauguration . ib.
■Ceremony of inauguration performed by Dhaumya the

Brahman . . , . • ib.
Symbolical rites . . • • » ib.
Pots of water from the sacred rivers . . . ib,
High jilace'prepared for sacrifice . . • 371
Yudhishthira and Draiipadi seated upon the tiger’s skin . ib.
Offering of the iuraia * ■ • • ih.
The five purifying articles poured. upon Yudhishthira and 

Draupali . . . . . .  ih.
Pots oi sacred water poured over Yudliihhthira and Draupddi ib.
M jiaic. sounded . . . . . . ib.
Bards and eulogists chaunt the praises of Yudhishthira . ih.
Perfect equanimity of Yudhishthira . . . il>.
TIP patience during the ceremonies . . . ib.
Distributes large gifts to the Brahmans » . . ih.
Yiidhiidifchira’a address to the Brfihmans . . . ih.
.Entreats the Brahmans to accept the rule of Maharaja ilbri- 

taraahtva , . . . , ■ . ib.



PAftB

« E< view of the foregoing narrative . . . .  372
Tvo events distinct from each other . , • ■ ib-
.First, the triumphant' pi6®ea«o*i' of the Panda vas . ib-
Dusv-ription of i.l>o umhiella and ohamara us emblems of sove

reignty . . . . .  ib.
Picture of an ancient Hindu procession. . . . ib.
Story of Oharvakn. a later intro polatiou intended as a side blow 

against the sect of Oiamikas . . . .  37 3
Secondly, the installation of Yudbmhtbira . - - 374
Doubtful authenticity of the details . . ■ ib. •
Apparent origin of the various ceremonies . . . ib.

CHAPTER XVI.

THE HORSE SAORi'KICB OV BAJA VUi>Hl SHTH IB.V.

Performance.of an AswanaiedUa contemplated by Y:udhisbthira 377 
Tlie Aswamedha a more important rite than the Itajasuya ib.
Idea involved in the Aswamedha ■ . . . Si .6
Loosening of a horse, and wars against the liajlas'whose terri- 

AG'y- torv he might enter . . , . , ib..
.Failure of an Aswatneiihft if the horse was not recovered . ib.
Grand sacrifice and feast at the; close of a successful Aswa- 

mt'dha . . - ■ ib.
Benown. of every' Raja who performed -an Aswamedha . ib. 
Groat attractions of the Aswamedha . .. I .379
Combination of war and gambling ■ - - - ib.
General excitement . • . - , ib.
Memory of Aswamedhaf; preserved in local tradition . , ib.
Sacrifice of the horse at the close of an -Aswamedha associated 

with the worship of the Sun-- . . . . .330
Greek conception of the Sun god - . |b.
Horse sacrifiee of the Massage be . .- • . ib.
Disappearance of the Aswamedha in India. . . ib.
BrahuianicM- interpretations of the .ceremonial ■ . 381
Bi’shmahical interpolations in the-tradition of the Aswamedha 

of Tudiiislithim . • ■ < ■ ib.
Objections against eliminating ' ho interpolations . . ib.
'I'hree stages in the performance' of ..n Aswamedha . . 382
1st, N arrative of the capthjv of the horse . . ib.
Melancholy of Yudlushthira , . . , ib.
Krishna advises him to perform sacrifices • . • ib.
"Vy&sa counsels an Aswamedha for the atonement of bis sins . ib. 
Yudhishthira’s objections to taking a treasure belonging to tl*

.Brahmans ... . . . * A.
Enlo of the Aswamedha . . 383
Colour of the horse . . . . . ib.
.'Night of-the-'loosening . • • • |b.
Gold plate with inscription. . , • • *b.



• ■?*' *, * Jr . / ,  % %6' , '? l,'1 V 1 , paohs
.Necessity for the Euja to, control Iris passions for nn entire 

year ' ; • *  ̂ ;• • w " , • a  ■< , : - ?
Bhi run offers to go to the city of Badravati to bring away a

horse'for the AsWaraedlm . , . ib.
Krishna’s sudden appearance at the gate of the palace at 

Haetinitpur , . , . . ib.
Krishna brought into the palace by Yudhishthira and h$| 

brethren , , . . , t da
Krishna jealous that Bhima should bo sent to fetch the-horse 

insteadof Arjnna . , , . . . .. . . 384
Krishna's: objections to Bhima on the score nf bis fondness-fee 

eating, .and his marriage to an Asvmi. wife . ■■ ib.:
Bhima retorts that Krishna’s stomach contains the universe . ib.
Refers to Krishna’s marriage to the daughter of a Bear . ib, ,
Mollifies Krishna ... . , . . . ib.
Bhima proceeds to Bndjwvati to bring away the horse . ib.
Obstinate refusal of the old mother of the .Raja to leave the 

palace . . . . 38.5
Old Lady tarried away 1*  foive .. ib.

S Krishna returns to Dv'iraka. .until the night of the loosening
of the horse . . . . , . ■: . -ib.

. Trick played by Krishna upon .Blrima . ’ . , . ib.
.Feast spread .out for Krishna’s meal . . . .  386
Tantalizing of Bhima . . . , . ib.
Krishna seta out for ICnstinapur . . . .  ib.
Krishna’s- motley, camp - . - . . ib.

. Merriment of the crowd . , . .. ; ib.
jDfclnration of a gay woman, that, hy beholding Krishna her 

sins were forgiven her . . . . . i b.
Application of a flower-girl i<a Krishna . . . 887
Krishna’s benevolent reply . .. . . ib .
Application of a milk-woman to Krishna . . ill.
Bhima complains to Krishna of the troublesome conduct of 

-thb.'wAuxen.-, . . . , . ib.
Krishna appoints- Bhima to he General Superintendent of the 

women . , . . . . ib.
Jesting conversation between Bhima- and Krishna , . ib.
Bhima’s address to the women . . .  ib,
Vasudeva and Balarama return to Dwaruka accompanied by 

■the multitude . . .  . . 388
Krishna and his party approach Mathura , . ib.
People of Mathura come out and meet Krishna with present - ib.
Both men and women remind him of his boyhood amongst 

I the cattle at Vrinclavana .. , . . ib;
Krishna's .presents' to .the women . . . .  j],„
Krishna .encamps on the bank of the J umna . . ib.
Krishna proceeds in advance to Hastinapur . . , ib.
A Bra-hman proclaims the merit of -beholding Krishna , ih.
The Brahmans beseech Krishna to forgive rhuir sins . , 389
Krishna’s reply , if,,,

von i. e

: C'ONTKNTS. h it  ' ■



f i t  x  : Q r
CJ> ‘ ; O l i d

Iviii cosmrNTS.
‘ i f !  l l f i l  I IS i l H  3UOIS '

Krishna praised by ft eulogist * •'• x ■ ’“ 9
brahmans. pray. to him . . - ,i * }b.
I)a;acing-gi:ris peiSibnii before Krishna . > _ • 1
Tious SffH'TOhe- 'Jial wondnf d pcifomiam ' s of i dancing girl ib. 
Krishna pratres the '.daneiiig^irl ■ • • • *i>*
Krishna onte^wHiit dry of Unatftiapur . . • ib.
Visits the ^nhftnya and 1’auii • ^ Ab*
.Radies-.of the Fonda ws receive ties l&diff&i,of .K rishun ~ h'JO 
■Conversation between Xhaupadi and. the "wives of Krishna on 

polygamy and polyandry • •" * -i®*
I>raupHflI'.5 acknowledgment pi the miraculous interferenot* oi 

Ivrisbua in the gambling poffllim t - • jb.
’Review of the foregoing' narrativo of tho capture of the horse ib.

■ Mythical iliavaenr of the details • • * ib.
Later .lb ahmanicui idea of concptest of the. passions), atonement 

for sin, and acquisition of religions' inerit . < ^b.
'Low marriage, etc., a discpAaiilication fox an Aswan nedha • *?91
Fable of the treasure . ■■ • - }tx
Large interpolations referring to Krishna • ■ 'b
( Vmtradickuv features in 'tho nature of Krishna as a man oi 

pleasure and as »m incarnation of 'be Supreme being • ib.
Absurd attempts'toharmonbse. the two opposite conceptions >_b, 
Krishna^ practical jest rvith ilhium in the. dining ball . <bbl
Mixture of jesting and piety - , . • . * • jl*

• bantering of the men afid women:'ait Mathura < ib.
IKatural incident of tho old lady who refused to leave her

iron seb old. goods to bat ire in tho Ganges . . .. ib.
LUmrive of tho loosening of the hotte . . • ’'1U.
l.fiinited area of the real adventures extended by JRrahmanical 

exaggeration over ab the known world . - ib.
Value of fife fictions connected with the horse • • n>.
Twelve legends connected With tho horse • - > i‘J*
.N ight of the loosening on the full mOon of the mouth Choitro o’Jtf 
Wanderings of the; horse followed by Aijuma . * jb.
Twelve adventures of the horse • • - ■ jP*
Mint adventure of the hurw . • • ■ j 5'b-
Curried away by.the son of the Raja by the counsel of one of

bis thousand wives . • • y , . • 13‘
Restored through the mediation, oi Agtoi, who had niarrieu lbe

Raja’s daughter • *
Sodond adventure'of the horse • - ‘
Legend of the disobedient wife, who was transformed into a 

rock '■■■.■. . . . .  > * • 1;;'
Married to a Rislu, but refuses to fulfil her duties - b̂-
Plagues her husband • • • • •
The husband tells her not to do whatever he wishes her to no ib- 
•Success of tho experiment . • • * jj-'*
Final wickedness of tho woman . • • 1
The Rish bourses her that she shall be a rock until Arjtuia re- 

leases her



c.-sfxtm.  u*
P - :1'

Thf- horse fastened to the rock . . . .  300
Arjun \ releases both the horse and the woman . . ill.
Third adventure of the horse . . . . .  ib.
Legend of tlie .Raja and the’ cauldron of 'boiling oil . ib.
Sn-lnovft, son of the Raja, takes leave, of his mother . , ib.
Takes leave of liis sister . . . . .  ib.
Delays'-a little with his wife . . . . .  ib.
Thrown into the cauldron, bat preserved by prayer * 400
Recovery of the horse by Arjuna' , . . ib.
Fourth adventure of the horse . . . .  ib.
Changed into a: mare, and a lion, and then restored . . ib,
Fifth adventure of"the horse . . , . ib.
Enters the country of the Amazons , , ■ , ib.
Marriage on atoms . . . , . 401
Arjuna’s diiUculty in fighting against, women . . ib.
Extreme beauty of the Amazons . . . .  ib.
They carry away the horse to their Pnuii Paramita . . ib.
Go out to meet Arjum on elephants and horses . . ik
Laugh at'the chariots of Arjima and his warriors , . ib.
Proposals of the itimi rejected by Arjuna . . 403
Arjuna defeated, engages to marry the Rani , . . ib.
Superabundance of ineh at.H4stiB%ur . . ib.
Amazons restore the horse . . . ib.
Paramita proceeds to Hnstinapur . , , ib.
Sixth adventure of the horse . . . .  ik
Enter a country where men, women, and animals grow upou 

trees . ,, * . . .  . 1 . 403
Men with blanket-Sara j . . , . ib.
Momters . . . . . . . .  j b.
Terrible aspect of the Brahman Minister of the Raja . ib.
The Ibahmau advises the Raja to seize Arjuna and his people, 

and perform a Xaramcdha sacrifice . . . ib.
.Merit of the sacrifice . . . . . i b.
Brahmans and Sanisises who are cannibals and wine-drinkers ib. 
The sacrifice performed- by Havana ■ > . . . ib.
The. Raja defeated by Arjuna, and his people- .escape to the 

islands Of the sea . . . . 404
Plunder of the city of the ibaityas by Arjima . . ib.
Arjuna burns all the houses and families of the Daityas . ib,
•Seventh adventure of the horse . . . .  ib.
Enters the.country of Manipnra . . . .  ib.
Mythical description of Raja Babhru-vabana . . ib,
Sanskrit spoken by the people . . . .  40f>
City and palaco . . . . . .  ;k
Waggons laid fire weapons . . , . . ib.
Exhaustless 'revenues . . . . .  ib.
Wealth and virtues of the .Raja . ik
Talents and bravery of the Minister . . 406
Babhra-vahana seizes the horse . ik
Magnificent Council hall . . . - ib

o 2



S &:y '} ' ' ■ V K ,j. j, V.' ■ E B T ' d A / ' t j ' j v ;  - 'Vl.  -

Q \

I ■•■".I : •■■ . .- ' V' • ; ■ ■■' , • 1 . J ■: ■' •/•'» Lr 11 ■ i k y  J l d
. GON't[vE'NTS.

Matfumes distributedby-beautiM^!* . • ■ B>7
Horse taken .into theJfovmeil hai.i • • •
The Raja discover* that Arjena is his father .. • !k -
Hesolvt.* on restoring the horse, and ottering lire Eiy to Aijtma ib. 
Splendid profession . . .  ■ • jlb;
Advance of tho Brahmans and maiden.-’- . ;> • 40 b
j-)a1d;.ni-vahuna olfcred his Kaj ti'h is tather . - . !<i.
P k t  - Ids head under .-ujuna's foot _ ♦ • ik
Arjuna stvihfe Habfcilt-vfihatv. and discovers him • • 40J
(jails Min the son of a ..herdsman and a jackal , - Z?''
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I IN TIIO D t J C3TI ON.I ' ' . .. . A ' ■1 hk history of. India m of universal interest from histort op 
the light ■which it throws upon the annals of the hu- 553m- 

jl iman race : but it is of paramount importance to the lAAAiAf A" 
people of (treat Britain. It illustrates many phases in'iI1’t0iyoi 

i | ' of civilization-which arc at present hut iniper tectly civiiiviat'ioii.
apprehended, but which, yet add largely to our know- 

'I . ledge of man, it rofcffs to religions which express s*nifi«HK« <>f
i V . . ,CJ 1 tli; reiigiQiw.
|  almost every1 aspiration in human nature,, from the 

lowest animal instinct to the most elevated moral 
| sentiment, and from the worship of the vilest images 

to the conception of One Being, spiritual and supreme.
■ Above all, however, it indicates the past and present'indicate* th* 
conditions ot vast and varied populations, wno may 

||| be regarded as a sacred trust confided to the British S a S ! riWl1 
nation by what may he termed an irresistible destiny, 
orpin other words, a divinely ordered law.

I The history of the British administration of India l?”a|nh.U™r
lias frequently been written, but the history of the

vm„ i. 1 - ,



history o f  Hindus then.!selves.is almost a blank to the European.
J S  Indeed the subject is generally regarded as perplex- 

huBouHies'dr’ iwg' and wearisome. The religion appears compli- 
cated, unmeaning, and often repulsive. The caste 

theilmdua. gy’t.|;om excpes no sympathy. The whole framework
of society is opposed to European ideas. rl  he names 
of persons and places are strange, and remembered 
with difficulty. The result has been, that whilst the 
ruling powers have ever exhibited a genuine desire 
to promote the well-being of the. governed, they have 
in many cases but imperfectly apprehended the ideas 

Pt ttional i.bserv- and aspirations of the masses. .Englishmen who
ttUon of iv:.n- f j.
?aiullve,'r ^  have passed the greater part ot their lives m India, 

would yet find it difficult to draw up an imaginary 
dialogue between two Hindus which should approx- 

imperfectknow- imate to truth. Even Oriental scholars, who have 
sehoiara. familiarized themselves with the stores of Brahman- 

ical learning", are but partially acquainted with the 
thoughts and ways of the many millions who are 
living under British rule. Nor will this ignorance 

Knowledge of bo Surprising when it is considered how little Eng- ( 
Bngtopd of re- lishmen knew,- until late years, of the middle and 

lower classes of their own countrymen, although, 
bound to them by a common language, a Common 
literature, a common faith, and. a common nation
ality.1

1 Tlit; extent to which European readouts-In India are ignorant of the domestic 
life of the ITmdtn was thus indicated by Lord William Bcntinck sixty years ago; 
and the conditions specified are at least as true in the present day. “ The result 
of ray own observation during my residence in India is, that the’ Europeans gener
ally know little or nothing of the customs and manners of the Hindfts. We are 
all acquainted with some prominent marks and facts, which all who inn may read; 
but their manner of thinking,- their domestic habits and ceremonies, in which cir- , 
cumstanr.es a knowledge of the people consist's, is, I fear, in great part wanting to 
us. We understand very imperfectly their language. They perhaps know mom 
of outs ; hut their knowledge is by no raeaiiw sufficiently oxionsive to give a de
scription of subjects not easily represented by the insulated words in daily use.

p i  . *  warn a .2  INTRODUCTION. -
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The history of India, properly so called, is to he Aiotoby op 
found in the two voluminous Epics known as the pakt i.
Malta Bhlrata, or “ Great War of BMiata,” and the History of India 
Hamayana, or “ Adventures of Rama.” These ex- thobjiVo"|/iA-

Itraordinary poems comprise the whole of wiia t re- j ^ >1(,|1Ptlw„ 
mains of tire political, social, and religions history tLo

of India, and may be regarded as the reflex of the 
Hindu, world. But at the same time they are of interminable* length o-ial <ron*
such an interminable length, and exhibit such a 

| complicated intertwining of traditions and fables,
I referring to widely different periods, races, and re- 
| ligions, that the student is frequently lost in a literary

jungle. It is certain, however, that a familiarity Pawrnmtywith.
' . . , . . .  1 n J the ®o poems
with these two poems- is as indispensable to a know - 
ledge of the Hindus, as a familiarity with the Old UHif llld,v; 
Testament is indispensable to a knowledge of the 

l Jews. They form the great national, treasuries out 
of which the bards have borrowed the stories of their 
ballacli, the eulogists and genealogists have taken 
the materials for their so-called histories, and the 
later .Brahmans have drawn the subject-matter of 
their religious discourses and the groundwork of 
their moral teaching ; whilst nearly every plot in a 
Hindi! drama, or sculptured group in a Hindu pa
Wo do not, we cannot, associate will), the natives. We cannot see .theta in their 
houses and with 'their famili . We" are.; necessarily very much confined to our 
houses by the heat: All oiu wants and business- which would create a greater in
tercourse with the natives is done for us, and wo' are, in fort, strangers in the 

|  land.”
A. great deal of information may however be gathered from native students 

in the Government Schools, who will freely communicate• their ideas and e.vperi- 
|  cnees to any masters or professor who may have obtained their confidence. During
1 the three or four years that the present writer held, the post of Professor of Moral 
|  Philosophy and Logic at the Madras Presidency College, he is conscious of having 

'acquired many facts respecting Hindi! life which are not generally known; as well 
as a respect for that better ami brighter side of the native character which. b not 
generally appreciated, such as the warm attachment which subsists between friends 
and relatives, and the chivalrous devotion of sons to the wishes of their parents.



wisTcpr of goda, refers to som e character or scene belonging toTN . 0 1 y '■ ' k.1 o
parti. ouc or other of these famous poems, lew  Hindus 

may perhaps be acquainted with the whole of these 
Epics, and none have ventured to subject them to a 

vaHtinflwm<» cri tical analysis and investigation; yet their influencel exercised by tho d o i j
1 ■' hToSm‘,1wn upon the masses of the people is boy end calculation,

and infinitely greater and more universal than the 
influence of the .Bible upon modern Europe. The 
leading incidents and scenes are familiar to. the 
Ilindds from their childhood. They are .frequently 
represented at village festivals, whilst the stories are. 
clia tinted aloud at almost every social gathering; 
and indeed form the leading topic of conversation 
amongst Hindus generally, and especially amongst 

The* <*fcraw. those who have passed the meridian of life. In a 
dtturj word, these poems are to the Hindus all that the 

Library, the Newspaper, and the Bible are to the 
European.; whilst the books themselves are regard©11 
with a superstitious reverence, which far exceeds 
that 'which has ever been, accorded to any other 
revelation, real or supposed. To this day it is the 

js.iiinf in bene> common belief that to peruse or merely to listen to 
wil^tSrdl^dho perusal of the Mali a Bhdrata or Kamdyana, will 

ensure prosperity in. this world, and eternal happi
ness hereafter; will give wealth to those who are 
poor, and children to the worn ah who is barren. At 
the some time they are cherished by the Hindus as 
national property, belonging to the national soil, 
and containing the records of the deeds of their fore
fathers in the days when the gods held frequentLong eurono °  1

.W iS to t communion with the children of men.
events took. Before, however, reproducing in a historical form.place ami the , . J . § ' ° O' . , .
Mah&Bbimtf0 tne mani traditions which are embodied m these 
n-wedf'fiposed. ancient Epics, there is one point which may he

. ' ' •  ^1 n • 'S L
4 lifTR 0DT7 OTTOjs.
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b r i e f l y  i n d i c a t e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a s  i t  w i l l  f o r m  a f re ~  h isto r y  op 

q u a r t  s u b j e c t  o f  f u t u r e  d i s c u s s i o n ,  The l e a d i n g ' $*** i. 
e v e n t s  b e lo n g  t o  o n e  a g e ; t h e  poems b e l o n g  t o  

a n o t h e r  a n d  a l a t e r  p e r i o d .  In o t h e r  W o r d s ,  t h e  

M a l t a  B h a r a t a  a n d  R & n i a y a n a  w e r e  n o t  c o m p o s e d  

i n  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  f o r m  u n t i l  a  p e r i o d  l o n g 'a f t e r  t h a t  

i n  w h i c h  t h e  h e r o e s  o f  t h e  t w o  p o e m s  l i v e d  a n d  

d i e d .  The r e s u l t  h a s  b e e n  t h a t  t h e  e v e n t s  o f  o n e  Event® wi<mr«d. by fch- ui.-.i- or
age have been coloured by the ideas of another; g*" 1**?# 
and this chronological interval, which could scarcely 

1 have been less than one or two thousand years, is 
5 rendered more important from the fact that the re- 
lig'ion which flourished . in the age in which the iIl*et'v ll 
events occurred, had more or less passed aw;ay, and 
it new one'been established in the succeeding age, 
in which the poems were composed. The former urnm uon m

* .... . tween the Yedid
may be called the Veche period, the latter the Brah- 
manic period.

The term Vedic is here borrowed from the Itig- 
Veda, which is a., very ancient collection of hymns, M f f i k c ' 5 

or mantras, addressed to different deities who will ' 
be presently described. These hymns are of con
siderable value, inasmuch as they did not. originally 
form part o f  a laboured and artificial ritual, but are 
the genuine outpourings o f  simple minds, eagerly 
praying to the gods for material and temporal bless
ings.'3 Evidence will be furnished hereafter to show

3 Tho Vedas mo four in number, but the first and oldest, known as the lUg- 
Yeda, is the one which'principally demands attention, as the other three belong.to 
d subsequent and ritualistic age, and indeed are little more than recasts of the Eig- 
Veda. (See Wilson’s Big-Veda, Vol. I. Introduction; also Goldstuoker’s paper 
in the English CydoptBiua upon the Vedas.) The four Vedas are respectively 
termed the Rig.Veda, the Yajur-Veda, the S&nra-Vedft, and the Atharva-Yeda.

; Each Veda is divided into two parts, viz.—
1st, The Hymus, or Mantras, whieli fexpress the wants and aspirations-of the 

worshippers, and thsvohy throw some light upon the social condition of the people.
2nd, The Brahrnanas, which belong to a ritualistic age, and refer to...rite* and
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njsrroM' of t h a t  t h e  V e d ic  .a s p  w ag t h e  o n e  i n  w h ic h  th e  m a inIXD l 1 11 ■ i J1 .. ,| ,
VA:mV. traditions of the MttM Bhirata and R&mayana seem 

Tho urahmapic to have taken place; whilst the Brahmame age, 
the composition which succeeded to the Vedic period, was the oneof the two Epics. . , ... ,m which, the two poems were composed, ine lead

ing points of difference between the Vedic and 
charaei Hstfa’s Braliinanie periods may be thus indicated. In the 
sou.; Vedic period the Brahmans were scarcely known as 

a separate community.-; the caste system had. not 
been introduced, and gods were worshipped who 
were subsequently superseded by deities of other 

characteristics names and other forms. In the Brail manic period 
maiiic period. Brahmans had formed themselves into an ex

clusive ecclesiastical hierarchy, endowed with vast 
spiritual powers, to which even the haughtiest Rajas 
were compelled to bow. The caste system had been 
introduced, in all its fulness, whilst the old. Vedic 
gods were fast passing away from the memory of 
man, and giving place to the three leading Brah- 

wb’fe. i.hoi sim> manical deities—Brahma, Vishnu, and Siva. A gain,plusmvol’UWVe- , , » , . , .
h-i.'fi‘rS 'X -‘ Vedic period is characterized by a patriarchal 
iSiaLSmiST simplicity, which is wanting in the Brahmaulc age, 

when the luxury and splendour of the Hindu Rajas 
had readied a climax side by side with the increased 
power and influence exercised by the Brahmanical 

Necessity for hierarchy. It will thus be seen that before entering 
civiii/if, ...H iiiifi upon the story of the two Epics, it will be advisable 
coSemthe to glance more particularly at the .civilization and 
f i i l S r  religion of the Vedic age, and thereby establish a
yann. ___v„  .........____ „___ ... 1 y  , '  _l.„.______ % ____.-------

ceremonies, of an unmeaning or artilieihl character, although of course a mystic 
signiliciuice is ascribed to each. The A.itareya Brahmanam- is however of some 
value, as it illustrates the Brahmauical sacrifices of aakmtb.which were practised 
in that early age of Brahmanical ascendancy which partly preceded and partly 
overlapped the ago of Buddhism. The, Sanskrit tex t of the Aitftreya llmhmanan, 
together with an English translation, has recently been published by Dr Hang of 
Bombay.

' °0*5x  ' ■ . : ■
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l  s t a n d a r d  b y  w h i c h  t o  c l e a r  t h e  e v e n t s  w h i c h  b e l o n g  history of 

t o  t h a  t  a g e  f ro m  t h e  R r a l r m a n i e a l  h u s k  w h i c h  t h e y  pW  i

1 subsequently seem to have received from the hands 
of the Brahraanical compilers of the Malia Blidrata 
and Rdrndyana.

The Vedic people, whose wants and aspirations -of vediorwo- 
arc expressed in the hymns of the Rig-Veda, are 
described as “ fair-complexioned ” Aryas, or Aryans, 
who had migrated at a remote period from some 
colder climate in central Asia, and subsequently 
settled in the Punjab, or “ Land of the Five .Rivers,” 
in the north-we stern quarter of India, from whence, 
in the coprse of ages, they gradually pushed towards 
the east and south. They seem to have been called 
“ fair-complexioned in opposition to the darker 
couiptoxioned tribes who had previously settled ;n > ,<

1 .  1 ^ , * . aborigines,India, and who are generally regarded as aborigines, 
and alluded to under a variety of names, such as 
Ilakshasas, Ar-uras, Dunavas, idasyus, and Daityas.3

s' Whilst the'term Aryan is applied to the Vedic invaders of India, the so-called 
aborigines are generally regarded as a Turanian race. These terms, Aryan and 
Turanian, arc so frequently used that some explanation of their opposition seems 
necessary, in language the diitcrouce is; one not, only of roots but of grammars.
In race the Aryan comprises the Greek, the Tt«man, and the modern European, 
whose tendencies, have been to- form themselves into national and political com
munities,.tomtory one wife, and to worship one supreme anti spiritual deity, The 
Turanian, ou the other hand, is represented by the modern Tartars, whose tend
encies are apparently tins reverse; they have little national or political cohesion, 
marry one or more wives without much sentiment, and worship gods and heroes 
without much idea of spiritual existence beyond that implied in the notion ot. 
ghosts and demons.

So far the opposition is intelligible, and the application of the terms Aryan 
and Turanian is convenient for the 'purpose of distinguishing one class of tend
encies from mother. But when the terms are broadly applied to families of man
kind, and regarded as characteristics by which to distinguish the members of oiio 
great family from .those of another, they are apt to mislead. Both the Aryan and 
the Turanian elements spring from a common human nature, and. do not arise 
from' a difference of instinct but from a difference of training, or rather a difference 
in the past and present conditions of national existence. Men speaking Aryan 
languages may abandon themselves to polygamous aspirations and to a supersti
tious reverence for material existences ; and in like manner the Turanian may he
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i;: histoby op The simple- patriarchal life of the Aryans is iricll-
vj^ri catecl in the Yedic hymns precisely ;a'$ it is depicted * 

iSiiiar% bo-"" in, the main tradition of the M.aha Bhirata. They 
aillifidmeihh'i" were a people partly pastoral and partly ag^i'cul- 

; keeping* cows for the sake of their milk, 
the^iahaJi«&- Matter, and curds, and sowing',, tlie land with grain.

rl’hey also seem to have had some acquaintance with 
■the manufacture of weapons .and coats of mail, and 
to have sometimes undertaken sea-voyages for the 

i ŝv f̂w TOhi, sake of gain. These people prayed to their gods, as 
ilu'kdbodlif - such a people might be expected to pray, for plenty 
Sk.^pro1-1’’ of rain, abundant harvests, and prolific cattle; for 

bodily 'vigour., long life, numerous progeny, and 
protection 'against all foes and robbers, such'as the 

Vieic deiUi'f) battle-lifting aborigines. Their gods appear to have 
X t ^ r i w e r s  been more abstractions; personifications of those 
ol̂ Uu‘°' powers of nature on whom they relied for good 

harvests. They wanted seasonable rain,' warmth, 
aid  fresh breezes. Accordingly, they prayed to 
the god of rain, the god of fire and light, and. the 

coufuMonintiieg‘od of wind. But from the very first, there appeals 
to have been some confusion, in these personifica
tions., which led both to a multiplicity of deities, 
and the confounding together of different deities. 
Thus the conception of the god of rain was- Indra, 

Sc’ft.wfiM and he was identified with the firmament as well asrain, and V&ra- .
wtter?o?tlef vvitli the 10188611 power which smote the rain-cloud 
0WMl* and brought down the waters; and so important 

was the acquisition of rain in due season, that Indra 
•is regarded as the sovereign of tire gods, and sub
sequently became a type of sovereignty. But rain
led to feel that Ms highest bliss on earth is derived from Ms marriage to one wife, 
and that- the most elevated form of worship is that of one God,—the omniscient, 
the unseen, and the supreme.
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i and water are frequently different tilings, and thus of

j 4 there was another, and perchance an older, deity, fart i. 
named Varuna, who was particularly worshipped as 
the god of the waters, and deity of the ocean.
Again, the conception of the god of fire was Agni, Jgjfij ?£e°J0(l 
and Agni. was not only the flame which burns upon 
the hearth or altar, but also the lightning which 
manifests itself in the clouds, and even the light of 
the sun, moon, and stars-. Yet both the sun and 
moon appear as separate and individual deities, the a,ld m,on' 
former under the name of Surya, and the latter 
under the name of Soma or Chandra. Again, there 
seems to have been a striking difference as regards 
wind. The god of wind, or air, was Vayu; but the 
different breezes which bring on or accompany the 
rain, are called Maruts, and. are represented, as 
the attendants of Indra, Thus, whilst there is a 
Pantheon of separate and individual deities, the 
conception of one deity frequently overlapped the 
conceptions of other deities; and whilst the more 
prominent powers of nature, such as water, fire, and 
wind, were separately individualized, a monotheistic 
tendency was always at work, ascribing the attri
butes of every deity to each one in turn. Of these 
deities, the following appear to be the most im
portant :—

Ruin.

India, god of the firmament. Muf
Yaruna, god of the waters. v«rm».

Fire.

Agni, god of fire. ar»*.

Stirya, the sun. sarya.
Soma, or Chandra, the Moon. s^orcfaan.
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- Vayu, the god of wind.
Jdaruts, the .breezes who attended upon Ihdra.

To these must be added a god of death, or judge
oi the dead, of the dead, who was known as Tama. The char- 

acterigtics of Yama as a Vedic deity would open up 
a large field of inquiry; but the subject at present 
is vague and speculative,, In the Epics, Yama ap
pears distinctly as a judge of the dead; and men 
who are about to die are frequently said to be about 
to go to the mansions of Yama,

. Patu-ifuipftr-v-ii- The foregping deities appear to have been theIjMlatlWtM Wl'KOtl -i 1
R t t l ;  prominent gods in the Vedic Pantheon; but yet,
w mi”0' lloil,<,s'there are many fanciful personifications to whom 

hymns were addressed, such as Earth,4 Spy, Food, 
'Wine, Months, Seasons, Day, Night, and Dawn.
'I he religious ideas connected with these personifi
cations are difficult of apprehension; and it can only 
be: inferred that the abstractions were regarded as 
spiritual existences, and worshipped accordingly. 
Perchance a better acquaintance with .Rig-Veda 
may serve to solve the problem, for at present philo
logists appear to be occasionally divided as regards 
the true meaning of passages; and, indeed, seem 
inclined to depend upon the interpretation of com
mentators who flourished thousands of years after 
the composition of the hymns, and when the na
tional mind had been entirely recast in a Brahman- 
leal mould.5

'* In a later and more-mystic ago, Earth 'became personified as the cow; hut < 
the conception of Earth hi the Uig-Veda is more simple and primitive.

5 The chronology of the Vedas is still a subject of discussion, but the data are 
vague aui unsatisfactory. The Rig- Voda .has been referred to about the twelfth 
or fifteenth century before Christ, and would thus synchronize with the Hebrew



y The form of worship which prevailed amongst mswttvoi? 
the Vedio Aryans, throws still further light upon pI rVi! 
the simplicity of ancient rites and ideas, indeed, 5hnaIkeCi" 
their whole religious system may be regarded as a of"owbT‘ 
child-like make-believe. They appear to have h a d  Nokoisor ton- 

no idols and no temples, but either performed their 
sacrifice in the open air, or else in a sacrificial 
chamber set apart in each dwelling. The so-called 
.sacrifice was nothing more than the preparation of 
such simple viands as clarified butter, curds, -wine, dnw'ojflm™'” 
cakes, and parched- grain; and the presentation of 
such articles to the different deities through the 
medium of fire. In other words, having deified T h c ^ u m * * -  

certain abstractions, they personified such abstrac- 
tie .ns as beings with human wants and aspirations; o f S - 81̂ 0 
and then invoked the gods with hymns to attend 
and partake of the food which had been prepared 
for them, and made believe that the gods accepted 
the invitation. Moreover, the offerings do not ap ritvili offerings, 
pear to have been always of a bloodless character, 
for Indra-is described as rejoicing in roasted buffalo, 
and it is certain that a horse was occasionally sacri
ficed either to India or the Sun.

These religious rites were thus intimately con- Keiisiou« nt®?°  J  connected with.
nected with, eating and drinking, and appear to '.have Siiiifing/and 
been performed at dawn, noon, and sunset. Ac- Swipm^

conquest of Caniian ; but still it cannot bo denied that some; of tbo hymns may bo 
of far earlier date, whilst the composition of others may have belonged to a much 
later age. The- popular appreciation however of the Yet’ic hymns and the Yedic 
deities seems to have died away in the subsequent ages of Brahmanism and Bud
dhism, and later commentators must, have proceeded to the task of interpretation 
with their minds deeply imbued with the religious ideas of the Brahmanic period.
The most famous commentator of the I{ig-Veda was Siyana Ach&rya, who flour
ished about tbo fourteenth century of the Christian era, or about three thousand 
years after the composition of the works upon which he commentated; an interval 
corresponding to that winch separates the hooks of Joshua and Judges from some 
of out early English divines.
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; HI']r{rJ5{ OF:Cordmgly, it is easy to ' conceive that they may .have
■ i>AM x, formed an accompaniment to every meal, and may 

have been regarded almost as a part of the cookery. 
Tims the hymns may have been the. • expression of 
the aspirations of a simple people whilst the food 
•was being cooked; and the so-called sacrifice may 
have been nothing more than the propitiation of 
the gods by the presentation of a portion of the 

teS5$jir victuals and liquors. Indeed, the preparations for 
sacrJ & cooking and sacrifice would be much the same. A 

fire would be kindled upon the ground, or upon a. 
raised altar ; the food would be either halted, or 
toasted, or boiled in kettles; bundles of a. common 
but sacred species of grass, known as Kusa grass, 
would be sprinkled all round the altar for the make- 
believe gods to sit upon, and upon which the wor
shippers also sat themselves; ghee and soma juice6 
would he presented to the file in ladles ; and the 
god of fire would be invoked in a Vedic hymn, .either 
to accept the offering, or to carry it away in flame 
to the other gods; after which the worshippers 
themselves partook of the meal which had been 
provided. Of course,, such preparations would vary 
with the importance of the occasion. At the daily 

ih b m h is . meal it may have been deemed sufficient: to chaunfc 
a few strains,, and sprinkle a little ghee on the fire 

SSmtoft and grass; hut on a set occasion, such as a marriage, 
an installation of a chieftain, or an assertion of 
sovereignty, the soma juice would be elaborately

6 Wilson's Kig-Veda, Vol I  Introduction, p. xriii. The Soma plant is the. 
acid Asdepias, -or Sarcoatema vimimlis, which yields to expression a copious milky 
juice of a mild nature and ewb-acid taste. I t  does not appear to have lwen used in 
sacrifices until it had gone" through the process of fermentation, and had become a 
strong spirituous beverage. Ib. p. 6, note,

• k f t  : /  ' o I j
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prepared in large quantities, and presented to the history <# 
f invisible gods with curds, cakes, ghee, mid milk; pa«m t  

and the so-called sacrifice would be followed by a 
great feast amongst the guests assembled.. In the 
hymns recited on such festivals, the worshippers 
would exult in the joy and satisfaction which the 
gods would feel in quaffing the soma, or in consum
ing the choice viands which had been prepared In 
one vigorous hymn it is said that the gods, filled 
with food, are as impatient to enjoy the soma as 
bridegrooms long for their brides.7 Sometimes 
deity is supposed to be attracted by the grateful node of tin* mor- 

sound of the stone and mortar by which the soma ing sticks, 
juice was expressed from the plant; or by the 
musical noise of the churning-sticks by which the 
wine was apparently stirred up and mixed with 
curds; and the eager invokers implore the god not 
to turn aside to the dwelling of any other worship
per, but to come to them only, and drink the liba
tion which they had prepared, and reserve for them 
all his favours and benefits. Indeed, the relations »oiation« be- 

between the Yedie Aryans and their deities appear 
to have been of a child-like and filial character ; the Ween children 
evils which' they suffered they ascribed to some 
offence of omission or commission which- had been 
given to a deity; whilst the good which they received 
was in like manner ascribed to his kindness and 
favour. In order, however, the more fully to appre- 
hp |d  the general"scope and character of the religious 
ideas of the Yedie Aryans, it may be advisable to tteV’3ac1in® lk!,“

1 Rh -Voda, Viand. I. Hymn, 83. v. 2. Wilson's Translation. It may hero 
1,.t. -noted/ that all referenees are made to Wilson’s translation of the Ilig-Veda, un
less otherwise stated.
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nrsttmtioF Indicate, with a greater degree of detail, the leading 
™ ‘i. characteristics of those deities who are prominent 

both in the Epics and the Rig-Veda, 
characteristics The most prominent and 5Popular deity in the 
godonhettnua. y e(jic vJt«al appears to be Indra, the giver of rain, 

and subsequently regarded as the sovereign of the 
Attributes of a nr0ds. Tills deity, more than any of the others, ishuman huro sn- o  J  7 ;

^^^^^god^^ese^iG (i in the character of a .human hero, rattier 
jphchrm- as a spiritual divinity, or, in other words, is

more distinctly and intensely personified. I t is 
true that he.appears prominently as the god of the 
firmament, the hinder of the thunderbolt, who 
smote the rain-cloud and brought'down the waters; 
and his worshippers implore him for blessings, such 
as robust health and plentiful harvests, long life and 
numerous progeny, and other good tilings of this 
world, which none but deity can bestow. But in 
many of the hymns he is represented as a warrior 
chief, endowed perhaps with supernatural strength 
and energy, but still with more of the human than 
of the miraculous type, and who especially shielded 
and protected those who were his friends, and smote 

Frequentlyi?,d- and destroyed those who wore his foes,8 Moreover,. 
llKliS! Uin" fie is frequently addressed in familiar terms, and in 

tones of remonstrance, which are incompatible with 
Partiality for the idea of an omniscient and invisible deity. He 
stung dnnk. ig gtipposedl to take especial delight in quaffing the

soma juice ; and his capacity in drinking it is 
celebrated with all the sympathetic praise and ex
aggerated description with which the northern bards 
loved to celebrate the Bacchanalian exploits of their *

* Comp. EJgfVeik, Maud. I. Hymns 51 and 55, for the human: character of 
Indra.
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heroes of the olden time. Indeed, he is hymned as history o*
/vyh.'hvh _ . v * i * i  XADIA. .. .h'yy;i

the discoverer of the- soma plant, which was said to pa/h i  
have been brought from heaven, and to have pro- 
viously lain hidden in a rock like the nestling of a uo
bird.9 In many passages however, as already
stated, his existence seems to have been spirit- of the firms,- 
utilized. until he becomes a mere personified idea o f,'1’ 1' 
the god of the sky or the firmament, and the winds 
are declared to be his followers, with whom he 
battles against the clouds in order to release the 
rain, Even in this capacity the popular imagina
tion still delighted in depicting him in a human 
form, driving furiously- in a chariot drawn by champ
ing- and foaming steeds; as the hero and protector 
of the fair-complexioned Aryans, who worshipped Sjdf^.the. 
him with acceptable hymns and large oblations, and 
the enemy and destroyer of the black-cornploxioned dn‘s-se<UoIlld[';l- 
aborigines,—the Rakshasas, the Dasvus, the Asuras, 
the Krishuas, and the Pisachis,—who neither sung 
his praises nor offered him the delicious and inebriat
ing soma. He was thus a national deity, shower 
ing- gifts upon liis worshippers, hut trampling upon 
those who gave him no libations, as a strong man 
tram ples upon a coiled-up snake. He slew his 
enemies by thousands, and destroyed their cities by 
hundreds; he brought hack the spoil, and recovered 
the cows which they had carried away. His wor- ft® ft* 
shippers called upon him to hasten, assail, subdue; man 
to destroy his enemies with his thunderbolt; to 

• smite the rain-cloud Vritra and bring down the 
waters.10 “ Slayer of Vritra, ascend thy chariot,

9 Rig-Veda, Maud. I Hymn 130, v. 3,
>| Rig-Veda, Hand. I. Hymn 80, v. Z.



it (story of for thy .horses have, been yoked by prayer; may 
pajwx the sound of tho stone that bruises-the soma attract

",........"...~ thy tnind towards us.” 11 u Sliowerer of benefits,
destroyer of cities, propitiated by oiu* new songs, 
reward, us with gratifying blessings.” 12 In one 
hymn the worshippers are naively - represented as 
saying:—“ Quaff the soma juices, Satiate thy appe
tite, and then fix thy mind on tho.wealth that is to 
be given to us.” 13 In another In.Ira fs told that the 
minds of his worshippers adhere to him, as affec
tionate wives to a loving husband/4 Thus there 
are verses which, describe him as a mere human 
chief, a strong man rejoicing in his strength, a 
warrior delighting in war, as well as in eating and 
drinking; and there are others in which his deeds 
and attributes'are lauded with an Oriental exaggera
tion which renders his deification complete; -.-

invocations to “ He who ad soou as born is the first of the deities:, who
InimasthcStv , ,
promt!Being. has done honour to the gods by ins exploits; he at whose

m ight heaven and earth are alarmed, and who is 'known by
the greatness of his strength ; ho, men, is lndra.

“ Ho who fixed firm the moving earth ; who tranquillized 
the incensed m ountains; who spread the spacious firma
m ent ; who consolidated the heavens j he, men, is lndra,

“ He who, having destroyed A h i/5 set free the seven 
rivers; who recovered the cows detained by B ala; who 
generated fire in 'th e  clouds; who is invincible id ba ttlo ; • 
be, men, is lndra.

“ He '.under whose- control are horses and cattle, and 
villages, and all chariots; who gave birth to the sun and to

H Big-Yeda, Maud. 3. Hymn 87> v-1|*
U Rig-Veda, Hand. 1. Hymn 180, v. 10.
13 Big-Ycda, MaiuI. I. Hymn 5-1, v. 9.
34 Big-Yoda, Maud, I. Hymn 62, v. 11,
13 AM is another name for Vritra, or 'he rain-cloud -Sometimes Vritra, or 

Ahi. is represented as a heavy cloud charged with water, and sometimes us a chief 
among the aboriginal tribes with whom the Ary as are at war.

./ye.yv, •■ S' < I-.'v '' ' , • •'. |t t V̂/ ft a
' H) ' IVfHO'DUetJON.
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the  dawn; and who is the leader of the waters ; he, men , is history of
Indra. ' ™*nA-Pari I.

“ He to whom heaven and earth h o w  down; he a t ------- -~~~—
whose might the mountains are appalled; he who is the 
drinker of 'the soma juice, the firm of frame, the adam ant 
armed, the wieldor of the thunderbolt; he, men, is Indra.18

u May we envelope thee with acceptable praises, as 
youthful husbands are embraced by their wives.” 11

Another famous Yeclic deity, and one perhaps cimraotm-Mps_ ■ . ■ *’ ‘ f  of Agiii or I'ii'o*
who is superior to Indra, although he-never acquired
the sovereignty of the gods,.is Agni, or Fire. Even Mysterious#

• \  ' . - tribute# of Sire.
to the eye ot the mao or science there is someth mg 
spiritual in the varied, manifestations of lire, and 
worn ( ‘thi ng divine in its po wers of destruction an d 
purification,. To this must be added the fact that Family as**™*, 
m colder climates, like that from, which the V edic wan mcdd

. climates.
A r y a n s  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  e m i g r a t e d ,  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  

f i r e  i s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  h o m e  p l e a s u r e s  a n d  f a m i l y  t i e s ,  

a n d  t h e  d o m e s t i c  h e a r t h  b e c o m e s  a  v i v i d  c o n c e p t i o n  

e m b o d y i n g  p l e a s a n t  m e m o r i e s  a r i d  w a r m  a f f e c t i o n s .

But to man in a primitive state of existence, the Reverence ex-
,, , , ,. ,, . olted amongstpresence ot nre excites feelings ot reverence. Its peo.A o plo by! hn pro-

powers raise it to the rank of a deity whose opera-Si,ncec,fflro' 
tions are felt and seen. I t  burns and it consumes.
It dispels the darkness, and with it drives away, not 
only the imaginary horrors which the mind associates 
with darkness, but also the real horrors, such as 
beasts of prey, In its lower manifestations as mere goum iutility i 

heat, it cooks the food and warms the dwelling, and f u‘ 
it enables the artisan to forge weapons for the war
rior, or to fashion jewelled ornaments to enliven the

16 1%-Vorla, Maud. II. Hymn V2, v. 1, 2, 3, 7, 13.
11 Eig-Veda, Maud. II. Hymn 16, ?. 8.
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