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I IN TIIO D t J C3TI ON.I ' ' . .. . A ' ■1 hk history of. India m of universal interest from histort op 
the light ■which it throws upon the annals of the hu- 553m- 

jl iman race : but it is of paramount importance to the lAAAiAf A" 
people of (treat Britain. It illustrates many phases in'iI1’t0iyoi 

i | ' of civilization-which arc at present hut iniper tectly civiiiviat'ioii.
apprehended, but which, yet add largely to our know- 

'I . ledge of man, it rofcffs to religions which express s*nifi«HK« <>f
i V . . ,CJ 1 tli; reiigiQiw.
|  almost every1 aspiration in human nature,, from the 

lowest animal instinct to the most elevated moral 
| sentiment, and from the worship of the vilest images 

to the conception of One Being, spiritual and supreme.
■ Above all, however, it indicates the past and present'indicate* th* 
conditions ot vast and varied populations, wno may 

||| be regarded as a sacred trust confided to the British S a S ! riWl1 
nation by what may he termed an irresistible destiny, 
orpin other words, a divinely ordered law.

I The history of the British administration of India l?”a|nh.U™r
lias frequently been written, but the history of the

vm„ i. 1 - ,



history o f  Hindus then.!selves.is almost a blank to the European.
J S  Indeed the subject is generally regarded as perplex- 

huBouHies'dr’ iwg' and wearisome. The religion appears compli- 
cated, unmeaning, and often repulsive. The caste 

theilmdua. gy’t.|;om excpes no sympathy. The whole framework
of society is opposed to European ideas. rl  he names 
of persons and places are strange, and remembered 
with difficulty. The result has been, that whilst the 
ruling powers have ever exhibited a genuine desire 
to promote the well-being of the. governed, they have 
in many cases but imperfectly apprehended the ideas 

Pt ttional i.bserv- and aspirations of the masses. .Englishmen who
ttUon of iv:.n- f j.
?aiullve,'r ^  have passed the greater part ot their lives m India, 

would yet find it difficult to draw up an imaginary 
dialogue between two Hindus which should approx- 

imperfectknow- imate to truth. Even Oriental scholars, who have 
sehoiara. familiarized themselves with the stores of Brahman- 

ical learning", are but partially acquainted with the 
thoughts and ways of the many millions who are 
living under British rule. Nor will this ignorance 

Knowledge of bo Surprising when it is considered how little Eng- ( 
Bngtopd of re- lishmen knew,- until late years, of the middle and 

lower classes of their own countrymen, although, 
bound to them by a common language, a Common 
literature, a common faith, and. a common nation­
ality.1

1 Tlit; extent to which European readouts-In India are ignorant of the domestic 
life of the ITmdtn was thus indicated by Lord William Bcntinck sixty years ago; 
and the conditions specified are at least as true in the present day. “ The result 
of ray own observation during my residence in India is, that the’ Europeans gener­
ally know little or nothing of the customs and manners of the Hindfts. We are 
all acquainted with some prominent marks and facts, which all who inn may read; 
but their manner of thinking,- their domestic habits and ceremonies, in which cir- , 
cumstanr.es a knowledge of the people consist's, is, I fear, in great part wanting to 
us. We understand very imperfectly their language. They perhaps know mom 
of outs ; hut their knowledge is by no raeaiiw sufficiently oxionsive to give a de­
scription of subjects not easily represented by the insulated words in daily use.

p i  . *  warn a .2  INTRODUCTION. -
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The history of India, properly so called, is to he Aiotoby op 
found in the two voluminous Epics known as the pakt i.
Malta Bhlrata, or “ Great War of BMiata,” and the History of India 
Hamayana, or “ Adventures of Rama.” These ex- thobjiVo"|/iA-

Itraordinary poems comprise the whole of wiia t re- j ^ >1(,|1Ptlw„ 
mains of tire political, social, and religions history tLo

of India, and may be regarded as the reflex of the 
Hindu, world. But at the same time they are of interminable* length o-ial <ron*
such an interminable length, and exhibit such a 

| complicated intertwining of traditions and fables,
I referring to widely different periods, races, and re- 
| ligions, that the student is frequently lost in a literary

jungle. It is certain, however, that a familiarity Pawrnmtywith.
' . . , . . .  1 n J the ®o poems
with these two poems- is as indispensable to a know - 
ledge of the Hindus, as a familiarity with the Old UHif llld,v; 
Testament is indispensable to a knowledge of the 

l Jews. They form the great national, treasuries out 
of which the bards have borrowed the stories of their 
ballacli, the eulogists and genealogists have taken 
the materials for their so-called histories, and the 
later .Brahmans have drawn the subject-matter of 
their religious discourses and the groundwork of 
their moral teaching ; whilst nearly every plot in a 
Hindi! drama, or sculptured group in a Hindu pa
Wo do not, we cannot, associate will), the natives. We cannot see .theta in their 
houses and with 'their famili . We" are.; necessarily very much confined to our 
houses by the heat: All oiu wants and business- which would create a greater in­
tercourse with the natives is done for us, and wo' are, in fort, strangers in the 

|  land.”
A. great deal of information may however be gathered from native students 

in the Government Schools, who will freely communicate• their ideas and e.vperi- 
|  cnees to any masters or professor who may have obtained their confidence. During
1 the three or four years that the present writer held, the post of Professor of Moral 
|  Philosophy and Logic at the Madras Presidency College, he is conscious of having 

'acquired many facts respecting Hindi! life which are not generally known; as well 
as a respect for that better ami brighter side of the native character which. b not 
generally appreciated, such as the warm attachment which subsists between friends 
and relatives, and the chivalrous devotion of sons to the wishes of their parents.



wisTcpr of goda, refers to som e character or scene belonging toTN . 0 1 y '■ ' k.1 o
parti. ouc or other of these famous poems, lew  Hindus 

may perhaps be acquainted with the whole of these 
Epics, and none have ventured to subject them to a 

vaHtinflwm<» cri tical analysis and investigation; yet their influencel exercised by tho d o i j
1 ■' hToSm‘,1wn upon the masses of the people is boy end calculation,

and infinitely greater and more universal than the 
influence of the .Bible upon modern Europe. The 
leading incidents and scenes are familiar to. the 
Ilindds from their childhood. They are .frequently 
represented at village festivals, whilst the stories are. 
clia tinted aloud at almost every social gathering; 
and indeed form the leading topic of conversation 
amongst Hindus generally, and especially amongst 

The* <*fcraw. those who have passed the meridian of life. In a 
dtturj word, these poems are to the Hindus all that the 

Library, the Newspaper, and the Bible are to the 
European.; whilst the books themselves are regard©11 
with a superstitious reverence, which far exceeds 
that 'which has ever been, accorded to any other 
revelation, real or supposed. To this day it is the 

js.iiinf in bene> common belief that to peruse or merely to listen to 
wil^tSrdl^dho perusal of the Mali a Bhdrata or Kamdyana, will 

ensure prosperity in. this world, and eternal happi­
ness hereafter; will give wealth to those who are 
poor, and children to the worn ah who is barren. At 
the some time they are cherished by the Hindus as 
national property, belonging to the national soil, 
and containing the records of the deeds of their fore­
fathers in the days when the gods held frequentLong eurono °  1

.W iS to t communion with the children of men.
events took. Before, however, reproducing in a historical form.place ami the , . J . § ' ° O' . , .
Mah&Bbimtf0 tne mani traditions which are embodied m these 
n-wedf'fiposed. ancient Epics, there is one point which may he

. ' ' •  ^1 n • 'S L
4 lifTR 0DT7 OTTOjs.
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b r i e f l y  i n d i c a t e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a s  i t  w i l l  f o r m  a f re ~  h isto r y  op 

q u a r t  s u b j e c t  o f  f u t u r e  d i s c u s s i o n ,  The l e a d i n g ' $*** i. 
e v e n t s  b e lo n g  t o  o n e  a g e ; t h e  poems b e l o n g  t o  

a n o t h e r  a n d  a l a t e r  p e r i o d .  In o t h e r  W o r d s ,  t h e  

M a l t a  B h a r a t a  a n d  R & n i a y a n a  w e r e  n o t  c o m p o s e d  

i n  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  f o r m  u n t i l  a  p e r i o d  l o n g 'a f t e r  t h a t  

i n  w h i c h  t h e  h e r o e s  o f  t h e  t w o  p o e m s  l i v e d  a n d  

d i e d .  The r e s u l t  h a s  b e e n  t h a t  t h e  e v e n t s  o f  o n e  Event® wi<mr«d. by fch- ui.-.i- or
age have been coloured by the ideas of another; g*" 1**?# 
and this chronological interval, which could scarcely 

1 have been less than one or two thousand years, is 
5 rendered more important from the fact that the re- 
lig'ion which flourished . in the age in which the iIl*et'v ll 
events occurred, had more or less passed aw;ay, and 
it new one'been established in the succeeding age, 
in which the poems were composed. The former urnm uon m

* .... . tween the Yedid
may be called the Veche period, the latter the Brah- 
manic period.

The term Vedic is here borrowed from the Itig- 
Veda, which is a., very ancient collection of hymns, M f f i k c ' 5 

or mantras, addressed to different deities who will ' 
be presently described. These hymns are of con­
siderable value, inasmuch as they did not. originally 
form part o f  a laboured and artificial ritual, but are 
the genuine outpourings o f  simple minds, eagerly 
praying to the gods for material and temporal bless­
ings.'3 Evidence will be furnished hereafter to show

3 Tho Vedas mo four in number, but the first and oldest, known as the lUg- 
Yeda, is the one which'principally demands attention, as the other three belong.to 
d subsequent and ritualistic age, and indeed are little more than recasts of the Eig- 
Veda. (See Wilson’s Big-Veda, Vol. I. Introduction; also Goldstuoker’s paper 
in the English CydoptBiua upon the Vedas.) The four Vedas are respectively 
termed the Rig.Veda, the Yajur-Veda, the S&nra-Vedft, and the Atharva-Yeda.

; Each Veda is divided into two parts, viz.—
1st, The Hymus, or Mantras, whieli fexpress the wants and aspirations-of the 

worshippers, and thsvohy throw some light upon the social condition of the people.
2nd, The Brahrnanas, which belong to a ritualistic age, and refer to...rite* and
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njsrroM' of t h a t  t h e  V e d ic  .a s p  w ag t h e  o n e  i n  w h ic h  th e  m a inIXD l 1 11 ■ i J1 .. ,| ,
VA:mV. traditions of the MttM Bhirata and R&mayana seem 

Tho urahmapic to have taken place; whilst the Brahmame age, 
the composition which succeeded to the Vedic period, was the oneof the two Epics. . , ... ,m which, the two poems were composed, ine lead­

ing points of difference between the Vedic and 
charaei Hstfa’s Braliinanie periods may be thus indicated. In the 
sou.; Vedic period the Brahmans were scarcely known as 

a separate community.-; the caste system had. not 
been introduced, and gods were worshipped who 
were subsequently superseded by deities of other 

characteristics names and other forms. In the Brail manic period 
maiiic period. Brahmans had formed themselves into an ex­

clusive ecclesiastical hierarchy, endowed with vast 
spiritual powers, to which even the haughtiest Rajas 
were compelled to bow. The caste system had been 
introduced, in all its fulness, whilst the old. Vedic 
gods were fast passing away from the memory of 
man, and giving place to the three leading Brah- 

wb’fe. i.hoi sim> manical deities—Brahma, Vishnu, and Siva. A gain,plusmvol’UWVe- , , » , . , .
h-i.'fi‘rS 'X -‘ Vedic period is characterized by a patriarchal 
iSiaLSmiST simplicity, which is wanting in the Brahmaulc age, 

when the luxury and splendour of the Hindu Rajas 
had readied a climax side by side with the increased 
power and influence exercised by the Brahmanical 

Necessity for hierarchy. It will thus be seen that before entering 
civiii/if, ...H iiiifi upon the story of the two Epics, it will be advisable 
coSemthe to glance more particularly at the .civilization and 
f i i l S r  religion of the Vedic age, and thereby establish a
yann. ___v„  .........____ „___ ... 1 y  , '  _l.„.______ % ____.-------

ceremonies, of an unmeaning or artilieihl character, although of course a mystic 
signiliciuice is ascribed to each. The A.itareya Brahmanam- is however of some 
value, as it illustrates the Brahmauical sacrifices of aakmtb.which were practised 
in that early age of Brahmanical ascendancy which partly preceded and partly 
overlapped the ago of Buddhism. The, Sanskrit tex t of the Aitftreya llmhmanan, 
together with an English translation, has recently been published by Dr Hang of 
Bombay.

' °0*5x  ' ■ . : ■
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l  s t a n d a r d  b y  w h i c h  t o  c l e a r  t h e  e v e n t s  w h i c h  b e l o n g  history of 

t o  t h a  t  a g e  f ro m  t h e  R r a l r m a n i e a l  h u s k  w h i c h  t h e y  pW  i

1 subsequently seem to have received from the hands 
of the Brahraanical compilers of the Malia Blidrata 
and Rdrndyana.

The Vedic people, whose wants and aspirations -of vediorwo- 
arc expressed in the hymns of the Rig-Veda, are 
described as “ fair-complexioned ” Aryas, or Aryans, 
who had migrated at a remote period from some 
colder climate in central Asia, and subsequently 
settled in the Punjab, or “ Land of the Five .Rivers,” 
in the north-we stern quarter of India, from whence, 
in the coprse of ages, they gradually pushed towards 
the east and south. They seem to have been called 
“ fair-complexioned in opposition to the darker 
couiptoxioned tribes who had previously settled ;n > ,<

1 .  1 ^ , * . aborigines,India, and who are generally regarded as aborigines, 
and alluded to under a variety of names, such as 
Ilakshasas, Ar-uras, Dunavas, idasyus, and Daityas.3

s' Whilst the'term Aryan is applied to the Vedic invaders of India, the so-called 
aborigines are generally regarded as a Turanian race. These terms, Aryan and 
Turanian, arc so frequently used that some explanation of their opposition seems 
necessary, in language the diitcrouce is; one not, only of roots but of grammars.
In race the Aryan comprises the Greek, the Tt«man, and the modern European, 
whose tendencies, have been to- form themselves into national and political com­
munities,.tomtory one wife, and to worship one supreme anti spiritual deity, The 
Turanian, ou the other hand, is represented by the modern Tartars, whose tend­
encies are apparently tins reverse; they have little national or political cohesion, 
marry one or more wives without much sentiment, and worship gods and heroes 
without much idea of spiritual existence beyond that implied in the notion ot. 
ghosts and demons.

So far the opposition is intelligible, and the application of the terms Aryan 
and Turanian is convenient for the 'purpose of distinguishing one class of tend­
encies from mother. But when the terms are broadly applied to families of man­
kind, and regarded as characteristics by which to distinguish the members of oiio 
great family from .those of another, they are apt to mislead. Both the Aryan and 
the Turanian elements spring from a common human nature, and. do not arise 
from' a difference of instinct but from a difference of training, or rather a difference 
in the past and present conditions of national existence. Men speaking Aryan 
languages may abandon themselves to polygamous aspirations and to a supersti­
tious reverence for material existences ; and in like manner the Turanian may he
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i;: histoby op The simple- patriarchal life of the Aryans is iricll-
vj^ri catecl in the Yedic hymns precisely ;a'$ it is depicted * 

iSiiiar% bo-"" in, the main tradition of the M.aha Bhirata. They 
aillifidmeihh'i" were a people partly pastoral and partly ag^i'cul- 

; keeping* cows for the sake of their milk, 
the^iahaJi«&- Matter, and curds, and sowing',, tlie land with grain.

rl’hey also seem to have had some acquaintance with 
■the manufacture of weapons .and coats of mail, and 
to have sometimes undertaken sea-voyages for the 

i ŝv f̂w TOhi, sake of gain. These people prayed to their gods, as 
ilu'kdbodlif - such a people might be expected to pray, for plenty 
Sk.^pro1-1’’ of rain, abundant harvests, and prolific cattle; for 

bodily 'vigour., long life, numerous progeny, and 
protection 'against all foes and robbers, such'as the 

Vieic deiUi'f) battle-lifting aborigines. Their gods appear to have 
X t ^ r i w e r s  been more abstractions; personifications of those 
ol̂ Uu‘°' powers of nature on whom they relied for good 

harvests. They wanted seasonable rain,' warmth, 
aid  fresh breezes. Accordingly, they prayed to 
the god of rain, the god of fire and light, and. the 

coufuMonintiieg‘od of wind. But from the very first, there appeals 
to have been some confusion, in these personifica­
tions., which led both to a multiplicity of deities, 
and the confounding together of different deities. 
Thus the conception of the god of rain was- Indra, 

Sc’ft.wfiM and he was identified with the firmament as well asrain, and V&ra- .
wtter?o?tlef vvitli the 10188611 power which smote the rain-cloud 
0WMl* and brought down the waters; and so important 

was the acquisition of rain in due season, that Indra 
•is regarded as the sovereign of tire gods, and sub­
sequently became a type of sovereignty. But rain
led to feel that Ms highest bliss on earth is derived from Ms marriage to one wife, 
and that- the most elevated form of worship is that of one God,—the omniscient, 
the unseen, and the supreme.
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i and water are frequently different tilings, and thus of

j 4 there was another, and perchance an older, deity, fart i. 
named Varuna, who was particularly worshipped as 
the god of the waters, and deity of the ocean.
Again, the conception of the god of fire was Agni, Jgjfij ?£e°J0(l 
and Agni. was not only the flame which burns upon 
the hearth or altar, but also the lightning which 
manifests itself in the clouds, and even the light of 
the sun, moon, and stars-. Yet both the sun and 
moon appear as separate and individual deities, the a,ld m,on' 
former under the name of Surya, and the latter 
under the name of Soma or Chandra. Again, there 
seems to have been a striking difference as regards 
wind. The god of wind, or air, was Vayu; but the 
different breezes which bring on or accompany the 
rain, are called Maruts, and. are represented, as 
the attendants of Indra, Thus, whilst there is a 
Pantheon of separate and individual deities, the 
conception of one deity frequently overlapped the 
conceptions of other deities; and whilst the more 
prominent powers of nature, such as water, fire, and 
wind, were separately individualized, a monotheistic 
tendency was always at work, ascribing the attri­
butes of every deity to each one in turn. Of these 
deities, the following appear to be the most im­
portant :—

Ruin.

India, god of the firmament. Muf
Yaruna, god of the waters. v«rm».

Fire.

Agni, god of fire. ar»*.

Stirya, the sun. sarya.
Soma, or Chandra, the Moon. s^orcfaan.
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- Vayu, the god of wind.
Jdaruts, the .breezes who attended upon Ihdra.

To these must be added a god of death, or judge
oi the dead, of the dead, who was known as Tama. The char- 

acterigtics of Yama as a Vedic deity would open up 
a large field of inquiry; but the subject at present 
is vague and speculative,, In the Epics, Yama ap­
pears distinctly as a judge of the dead; and men 
who are about to die are frequently said to be about 
to go to the mansions of Yama,

. Patu-ifuipftr-v-ii- The foregping deities appear to have been theIjMlatlWtM Wl'KOtl -i 1
R t t l ;  prominent gods in the Vedic Pantheon; but yet,
w mi”0' lloil,<,s'there are many fanciful personifications to whom 

hymns were addressed, such as Earth,4 Spy, Food, 
'Wine, Months, Seasons, Day, Night, and Dawn.
'I he religious ideas connected with these personifi­
cations are difficult of apprehension; and it can only 
be: inferred that the abstractions were regarded as 
spiritual existences, and worshipped accordingly. 
Perchance a better acquaintance with .Rig-Veda 
may serve to solve the problem, for at present philo­
logists appear to be occasionally divided as regards 
the true meaning of passages; and, indeed, seem 
inclined to depend upon the interpretation of com­
mentators who flourished thousands of years after 
the composition of the hymns, and when the na­
tional mind had been entirely recast in a Brahman- 
leal mould.5

'* In a later and more-mystic ago, Earth 'became personified as the cow; hut < 
the conception of Earth hi the Uig-Veda is more simple and primitive.

5 The chronology of the Vedas is still a subject of discussion, but the data are 
vague aui unsatisfactory. The Rig- Voda .has been referred to about the twelfth 
or fifteenth century before Christ, and would thus synchronize with the Hebrew



y The form of worship which prevailed amongst mswttvoi? 
the Vedio Aryans, throws still further light upon pI rVi! 
the simplicity of ancient rites and ideas, indeed, 5hnaIkeCi" 
their whole religious system may be regarded as a of"owbT‘ 
child-like make-believe. They appear to have h a d  Nokoisor ton- 

no idols and no temples, but either performed their 
sacrifice in the open air, or else in a sacrificial 
chamber set apart in each dwelling. The so-called 
.sacrifice was nothing more than the preparation of 
such simple viands as clarified butter, curds, -wine, dnw'ojflm™'” 
cakes, and parched- grain; and the presentation of 
such articles to the different deities through the 
medium of fire. In other words, having deified T h c ^ u m * * -  

certain abstractions, they personified such abstrac- 
tie .ns as beings with human wants and aspirations; o f S - 81̂ 0 
and then invoked the gods with hymns to attend 
and partake of the food which had been prepared 
for them, and made believe that the gods accepted 
the invitation. Moreover, the offerings do not ap ritvili offerings, 
pear to have been always of a bloodless character, 
for Indra-is described as rejoicing in roasted buffalo, 
and it is certain that a horse was occasionally sacri­
ficed either to India or the Sun.

These religious rites were thus intimately con- Keiisiou« nt®?°  J  connected with.
nected with, eating and drinking, and appear to '.have Siiiifing/and 
been performed at dawn, noon, and sunset. Ac- Swipm^

conquest of Caniian ; but still it cannot bo denied that some; of tbo hymns may bo 
of far earlier date, whilst the composition of others may have belonged to a much 
later age. The- popular appreciation however of the Yet’ic hymns and the Yedic 
deities seems to have died away in the subsequent ages of Brahmanism and Bud­
dhism, and later commentators must, have proceeded to the task of interpretation 
with their minds deeply imbued with the religious ideas of the Brahmanic period.
The most famous commentator of the I{ig-Veda was Siyana Ach&rya, who flour­
ished about tbo fourteenth century of the Christian era, or about three thousand 
years after the composition of the works upon which he commentated; an interval 
corresponding to that winch separates the hooks of Joshua and Judges from some 
of out early English divines.
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; HI']r{rJ5{ OF:Cordmgly, it is easy to ' conceive that they may .have
■ i>AM x, formed an accompaniment to every meal, and may 

have been regarded almost as a part of the cookery. 
Tims the hymns may have been the. • expression of 
the aspirations of a simple people whilst the food 
•was being cooked; and the so-called sacrifice may 
have been nothing more than the propitiation of 
the gods by the presentation of a portion of the 

teS5$jir victuals and liquors. Indeed, the preparations for 
sacrJ & cooking and sacrifice would be much the same. A 

fire would be kindled upon the ground, or upon a. 
raised altar ; the food would be either halted, or 
toasted, or boiled in kettles; bundles of a. common 
but sacred species of grass, known as Kusa grass, 
would be sprinkled all round the altar for the make- 
believe gods to sit upon, and upon which the wor­
shippers also sat themselves; ghee and soma juice6 
would he presented to the file in ladles ; and the 
god of fire would be invoked in a Vedic hymn, .either 
to accept the offering, or to carry it away in flame 
to the other gods; after which the worshippers 
themselves partook of the meal which had been 
provided. Of course,, such preparations would vary 
with the importance of the occasion. At the daily 

ih b m h is . meal it may have been deemed sufficient: to chaunfc 
a few strains,, and sprinkle a little ghee on the fire 

SSmtoft and grass; hut on a set occasion, such as a marriage, 
an installation of a chieftain, or an assertion of 
sovereignty, the soma juice would be elaborately

6 Wilson's Kig-Veda, Vol I  Introduction, p. xriii. The Soma plant is the. 
acid Asdepias, -or Sarcoatema vimimlis, which yields to expression a copious milky 
juice of a mild nature and ewb-acid taste. I t  does not appear to have lwen used in 
sacrifices until it had gone" through the process of fermentation, and had become a 
strong spirituous beverage. Ib. p. 6, note,

• k f t  : /  ' o I j
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prepared in large quantities, and presented to the history <# 
f invisible gods with curds, cakes, ghee, mid milk; pa«m t  

and the so-called sacrifice would be followed by a 
great feast amongst the guests assembled.. In the 
hymns recited on such festivals, the worshippers 
would exult in the joy and satisfaction which the 
gods would feel in quaffing the soma, or in consum­
ing the choice viands which had been prepared In 
one vigorous hymn it is said that the gods, filled 
with food, are as impatient to enjoy the soma as 
bridegrooms long for their brides.7 Sometimes 
deity is supposed to be attracted by the grateful node of tin* mor- 

sound of the stone and mortar by which the soma ing sticks, 
juice was expressed from the plant; or by the 
musical noise of the churning-sticks by which the 
wine was apparently stirred up and mixed with 
curds; and the eager invokers implore the god not 
to turn aside to the dwelling of any other worship­
per, but to come to them only, and drink the liba­
tion which they had prepared, and reserve for them 
all his favours and benefits. Indeed, the relations »oiation« be- 

between the Yedie Aryans and their deities appear 
to have been of a child-like and filial character ; the Ween children 
evils which' they suffered they ascribed to some 
offence of omission or commission which- had been 
given to a deity; whilst the good which they received 
was in like manner ascribed to his kindness and 
favour. In order, however, the more fully to appre- 
hp |d  the general"scope and character of the religious 
ideas of the Yedie Aryans, it may be advisable to tteV’3ac1in® lk!,“

1 Rh -Voda, Viand. I. Hymn, 83. v. 2. Wilson's Translation. It may hero 
1,.t. -noted/ that all referenees are made to Wilson’s translation of the Ilig-Veda, un­
less otherwise stated.

i!6fx ^  ’n i ' i b ^ ^ * $ $ $ *  . 5 jViV i’l} < ^
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nrsttmtioF Indicate, with a greater degree of detail, the leading 
™ ‘i. characteristics of those deities who are prominent 

both in the Epics and the Rig-Veda, 
characteristics The most prominent and 5Popular deity in the 
godonhettnua. y e(jic vJt«al appears to be Indra, the giver of rain, 

and subsequently regarded as the sovereign of the 
Attributes of a nr0ds. Tills deity, more than any of the others, ishuman huro sn- o  J  7 ;

^^^^^god^^ese^iG (i in the character of a .human hero, rattier 
jphchrm- as a spiritual divinity, or, in other words, is

more distinctly and intensely personified. I t is 
true that he.appears prominently as the god of the 
firmament, the hinder of the thunderbolt, who 
smote the rain-cloud and brought'down the waters; 
and his worshippers implore him for blessings, such 
as robust health and plentiful harvests, long life and 
numerous progeny, and other good tilings of this 
world, which none but deity can bestow. But in 
many of the hymns he is represented as a warrior 
chief, endowed perhaps with supernatural strength 
and energy, but still with more of the human than 
of the miraculous type, and who especially shielded 
and protected those who were his friends, and smote 

Frequentlyi?,d- and destroyed those who wore his foes,8 Moreover,. 
llKliS! Uin" fie is frequently addressed in familiar terms, and in 

tones of remonstrance, which are incompatible with 
Partiality for the idea of an omniscient and invisible deity. He 
stung dnnk. ig gtipposedl to take especial delight in quaffing the

soma juice ; and his capacity in drinking it is 
celebrated with all the sympathetic praise and ex­
aggerated description with which the northern bards 
loved to celebrate the Bacchanalian exploits of their *

* Comp. EJgfVeik, Maud. I. Hymns 51 and 55, for the human: character of 
Indra.
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heroes of the olden time. Indeed, he is hymned as history o*
/vyh.'hvh _ . v * i * i  XADIA. .. .h'yy;i

the discoverer of the- soma plant, which was said to pa/h i  
have been brought from heaven, and to have pro- 
viously lain hidden in a rock like the nestling of a uo
bird.9 In many passages however, as already
stated, his existence seems to have been spirit- of the firms,- 
utilized. until he becomes a mere personified idea o f,'1’ 1' 
the god of the sky or the firmament, and the winds 
are declared to be his followers, with whom he 
battles against the clouds in order to release the 
rain, Even in this capacity the popular imagina­
tion still delighted in depicting him in a human 
form, driving furiously- in a chariot drawn by champ­
ing- and foaming steeds; as the hero and protector 
of the fair-complexioned Aryans, who worshipped Sjdf^.the. 
him with acceptable hymns and large oblations, and 
the enemy and destroyer of the black-cornploxioned dn‘s-se<UoIlld[';l- 
aborigines,—the Rakshasas, the Dasvus, the Asuras, 
the Krishuas, and the Pisachis,—who neither sung 
his praises nor offered him the delicious and inebriat­
ing soma. He was thus a national deity, shower ­
ing- gifts upon liis worshippers, hut trampling upon 
those who gave him no libations, as a strong man 
tram ples upon a coiled-up snake. He slew his 
enemies by thousands, and destroyed their cities by 
hundreds; he brought hack the spoil, and recovered 
the cows which they had carried away. His wor- ft® ft* 
shippers called upon him to hasten, assail, subdue; man 
to destroy his enemies with his thunderbolt; to 

• smite the rain-cloud Vritra and bring down the 
waters.10 “ Slayer of Vritra, ascend thy chariot,

9 Rig-Veda, Maud. I Hymn 130, v. 3,
>| Rig-Veda, Hand. I. Hymn 80, v. Z.



it (story of for thy .horses have, been yoked by prayer; may 
pajwx the sound of tho stone that bruises-the soma attract

",........"...~ thy tnind towards us.” 11 u Sliowerer of benefits,
destroyer of cities, propitiated by oiu* new songs, 
reward, us with gratifying blessings.” 12 In one 
hymn the worshippers are naively - represented as 
saying:—“ Quaff the soma juices, Satiate thy appe­
tite, and then fix thy mind on tho.wealth that is to 
be given to us.” 13 In another In.Ira fs told that the 
minds of his worshippers adhere to him, as affec­
tionate wives to a loving husband/4 Thus there 
are verses which, describe him as a mere human 
chief, a strong man rejoicing in his strength, a 
warrior delighting in war, as well as in eating and 
drinking; and there are others in which his deeds 
and attributes'are lauded with an Oriental exaggera­
tion which renders his deification complete; -.-

invocations to “ He who ad soou as born is the first of the deities:, who
InimasthcStv , ,
promt!Being. has done honour to the gods by ins exploits; he at whose

m ight heaven and earth are alarmed, and who is 'known by
the greatness of his strength ; ho, men, is lndra.

“ Ho who fixed firm the moving earth ; who tranquillized 
the incensed m ountains; who spread the spacious firma­
m ent ; who consolidated the heavens j he, men, is lndra,

“ He who, having destroyed A h i/5 set free the seven 
rivers; who recovered the cows detained by B ala; who 
generated fire in 'th e  clouds; who is invincible id ba ttlo ; • 
be, men, is lndra.

“ He '.under whose- control are horses and cattle, and 
villages, and all chariots; who gave birth to the sun and to

H Big-Yeda, Maud. 3. Hymn 87> v-1|*
U Rig-Veda, Hand. 1. Hymn 180, v. 10.
13 Big-Ycda, MaiuI. I. Hymn 5-1, v. 9.
34 Big-Yoda, Maud, I. Hymn 62, v. 11,
13 AM is another name for Vritra, or 'he rain-cloud -Sometimes Vritra, or 

Ahi. is represented as a heavy cloud charged with water, and sometimes us a chief 
among the aboriginal tribes with whom the Ary as are at war.

./ye.yv, •■ S' < I-.'v '' ' , • •'. |t t V̂/ ft a
' H) ' IVfHO'DUetJON.



THE Y.EDIC .PERIOD. 1 7

the  dawn; and who is the leader of the waters ; he, men , is history of
Indra. ' ™*nA-Pari I.

“ He to whom heaven and earth h o w  down; he a t ------- -~~~—
whose might the mountains are appalled; he who is the 
drinker of 'the soma juice, the firm of frame, the adam ant 
armed, the wieldor of the thunderbolt; he, men, is Indra.18

u May we envelope thee with acceptable praises, as 
youthful husbands are embraced by their wives.” 11

Another famous Yeclic deity, and one perhaps cimraotm-Mps_ ■ . ■ *’ ‘ f  of Agiii or I'ii'o*
who is superior to Indra, although he-never acquired
the sovereignty of the gods,.is Agni, or Fire. Even Mysterious#

• \  ' . - tribute# of Sire.
to the eye ot the mao or science there is someth mg 
spiritual in the varied, manifestations of lire, and 
worn ( ‘thi ng divine in its po wers of destruction an d 
purification,. To this must be added the fact that Family as**™*, 
m colder climates, like that from, which the V edic wan mcdd

. climates.
A r y a n s  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  e m i g r a t e d ,  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  

f i r e  i s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  h o m e  p l e a s u r e s  a n d  f a m i l y  t i e s ,  

a n d  t h e  d o m e s t i c  h e a r t h  b e c o m e s  a  v i v i d  c o n c e p t i o n  

e m b o d y i n g  p l e a s a n t  m e m o r i e s  a r i d  w a r m  a f f e c t i o n s .

But to man in a primitive state of existence, the Reverence ex-
,, , , ,. ,, . olted amongstpresence ot nre excites feelings ot reverence. Its peo.A o plo by! hn pro-

powers raise it to the rank of a deity whose opera-Si,ncec,fflro' 
tions are felt and seen. I t  burns and it consumes.
It dispels the darkness, and with it drives away, not 
only the imaginary horrors which the mind associates 
with darkness, but also the real horrors, such as 
beasts of prey, In its lower manifestations as mere goum iutility i 

heat, it cooks the food and warms the dwelling, and f u‘ 
it enables the artisan to forge weapons for the war­
rior, or to fashion jewelled ornaments to enliven the

16 1%-Vorla, Maud. II. Hymn V2, v. 1, 2, 3, 7, 13.
11 Eig-Veda, Maud. II. Hymn 16, ?. 8.
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