m&g«]};}r or dlarr.ns of female buajuty I n 1113 hlgher mamfesta-
Pawr t,  tions it bcc(nnes identified w1th the light of ‘the sun

Highor mani- - and MOOI 5 with the lightning which shootq from the
e, sky and shatters the loftiest trees and strikes down
the strong man ; with the deity who covers the field
with grain and ripens the harvest; with the divine
messenger who licks up the s&cmﬁce and carries it
Premilot e 10 thi gods. Thus fire was regarded by the Vedie
uarsingo core- | Aryans as Inevery way & wa(,rvd thmg, and, as if
 to associate this deity with all that is neavest and
dearest to the hunan heart a fire was considered 'to
be indispensable to the due performance of the may
riage ceremony ; and the presence of fire as a divine
witness was deemed in some instances sufficient to
sanctify the union of an impatient and mmpassioned
! pair.
Agi,ox Fire, e Thus Agni, or Fire, is depicted in the Vedas in a
mowsforms. | yariety of forms: as a priest, a divine messenger, a
devouring element, and a deity who is the source
j and diffuser of light throughout the universe. In
Agni gan - SOTE hymuns he is personified as an immortal being
i enjoying perpetual youth, and travelling in & car
drawn by red horses.'® He is frequently invoked as
asni v s piest @ priest, and like an officiating priest he is said to
Sehce have brought prosperity to the worshipper. As a
divine messenger he was implored to bring the gods
to the sacrifice,"” and the loving wives of the gods to
Asnt as the de- purtal{e of the soma juice.”’ Aq a devouring clement
iy he is invoked as the bright and purifying deity who
Ohamoter of th Waa charged with all the invocations of the gods;

Vedic hymnsad

dreseed o Agui: ywhilst the meve operations of Acrm as a consummo'

18 Riy~Veda, Mand. L. Hymn 36, v, 15; Mand, 1V, v. 8,
18 Rig-Veda, Mand. I. ][yrm 81, v. 17,
0 Rig- Vedn, Mand, I, Hymn 22, v. 9.



-'ﬁre are frequuntly dest‘:ribed in Ianguag*e emmmitTy nmufﬁi' .

poctical. ¢ When genevated from the rubbing of A
sticks, the radiant Agni bursts forth from the wood srvestio “‘?

i
like a fleet courser.” # ¢ When exocited by the wind, 55'013 it

‘he rushes amongst the trees like a bull, and consumes

the forest as a Ru._]a destroys his enemies.” ¢ His
path is' blackened, and the birds are terrified at his

roaring.” * In his more domestic capacity, Agni is Inveeations o

Agtii i his do-
descmbed as an ornament in the sacrificial chamber, meste “""’““*W

lik# & woman in a dwelling.® He is young and
gokden-haired, the domestio guurdmn the protector

against evil spirits, malevolent men, and noxious
animals.”*  Like the divine Sun he is the supporter Iivekcn
of the universe, but he abides on earth like a prince =
swrrounded by faithful friends, and men sit down in

his presence like sons in the dwelling of a father.

““Such as thou art, Agni, men preserve thee con-

stantly kindled in thmr dwellings, and offer upon

thee abundant food: Do thou, in whom is all exist-

ence, be the bearer of riches.” ® | But still there are Ripaosélons £
passages referring to Agni, as indeed thore are verges Pree Beine.
referring to almost every other Vedic deity, in which

that individual god iy represented as supreme and
absolute.”®  Thus in two particular hynms, Agm is

% Rig-Veda, Mand, V. Hymn 29, v. 6.

% Rig-Veda, Mund. I. Hymn 58, v. 4; Hymn 65, v. 4; Hymn 94, v. 10
antl 11, :

e ng—\'"cr!a, Mand. I. Hymn 68, v, 3.

2 Rig-Yeda, Mand, T. Hymn 36, v, 5, 15.

% Rig-Veda, Mand. I. Hymn 73. The whole of this hymn is singnlacly illuse
{rative of the worship of Agni.

26 This coexistence of Monotheism and Polytheism is very clearly explained by
Prof, Max Mitler in the following very elogquent passage :— When these individual
g-mls ave invoked, they are not conceived as limited by the power of others, as su-
perior or inferior in vank, Each god is to the mind of the supplicant ss good as
all the gods.  He is felt, at the time, as a real divinity-—as supreme snd absolute,

in spite of the necessary limitations which, {0 our mind, a plurality of gods must:
entail on every single god.  All the rest disuppear for a moment from -the vision




mspory o called the ruler of the uniyerse, the lord of men, the
mw1  wise king, the father, the brother, the son, the friend
T of men; whilst the powers and even the names of
the other deities are distinetly applied to this god.”

tansussct . Clare must however be taken not to confound the

praise 1o e dlige i K, A iy g
tinsuished from Janonage of praise with the expression of thoug "

o vt T O | ; : ‘
The extravagance of Oriental adulation will permt
an Asiatic courtier to address somo petty chief or
Raja as the king of kings, but this by no means im-

 plies an idea of universal empire. At the same time,
the language of praise, eager to propitiate and
boundless in expression, may have to some extent
oviginated that later conception of the one Supreme
~ Being, the God above all gods, which 1s undoubtedly

to be found in the Vedas.

Tdmend Agni, - These two deities—Indra and Agni, Rain and
tho RigVedo. Tipo__are the chief gods which were worshipped by
| the Vedic Aryans. In the hymns they are sometines
identified with cach other, and sometimes they are
associated in the same hymn; but even as individ-
uals more hymns were apparently addressed to each
than to any other divine being in the Vedie pan-
theon. The remaining gods, however, though less
prominent and perhaps less popular, are still well
worthy of attention. They comprise the personifica-
tions of water, and the sun and moon, air and the
winds, all of which were associated with the ideas of

deity.
%@Efgﬂ?“ The god of waters was named Varuna.* Next
ater,

of the poet, and he only who is to fulfil their desires stands in full light before the
eyes of the worshippers.”  Hist. of Ancient Sanskrit Literature, p. 632.

7 Rig-Vedn, Mand, I. Hymns 1 and 2. Comp. Max Miiller, Hist. of Sanskrit
Lit. p- 638,

@ Tpon this point thero is s0me obscurify. Varuna was undoubtedly regarded
as the deity of water, but the name is in some verses applied to the sun and even
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to fire, perhapq water has a.lways ot,cupmd the mo»t mﬁ%ﬁ'(}a-_
prominent place in the religious worslup of nations  pawr'r

in general. It purifies, a,nd it is an emblem of sttm'mus ate ]

teibuted of
purity; and is as necessary in every household as waer. - L
ntera]mri L AR
fire. At the same time, the ever-lowing current of mdshmsehoid:

nedpssify, e
a great river awakens ideas of life and infinity ; of mew awakenea |

by the burrents (|

a past and a future ; of going on ever and, ever, we o erativen.
know not whence and we know not where, but ever ik
flowing. E‘.)p'rmg:s af'lq rivers, howevgr, are gen erally sprivgwand |
separated into individual abstractions, which are jenusied e
personified as divine beings; and the highest con- ¥
ception of one universal god of the waters secms to Coneeption of &

THALYT i LGN god ol the otisng |
have been gathered from a familiavity with the sea.
Thus amongst a maritime people, the god of the
ocean, the lord of tempests, the ruler of the rushing,
boiling waves, ever occupies an important place in

g 1

the sphere of religious thought; and here it should
' be remarked that the Vedic Aryans were evidently
- acquainted with the sea, for the hymns contain allu-
sions to merchants, to sea voyages, and to ships with
a hundred oars. In a more material or credulous pistinetion be-

tween a muterial

age this deity might be depicted as a mere monster, cneptionof s
half fish and half human ; but in the higher Aryan wpinor s
conception he 1is represented as a spiritual existence, e o
powerful to destroy but mighty to save, that could

sink the strong man into the depths of the sea, or

bear him in safety to the shore. In a later stage farmon
the conception rises higher and higher, until a deity wraned
is shadowed forth that rewards goodness and pun- """
ishes sin.  The following hymn to Varuna, felicit- Dep rdieions

ously translated by Prof. Max Miller, exhibits this { o
deity in the two-fold character of controlling tem-

to the ersmzlﬁcutwn nf day. In the Epies he is invariably rt‘gu.rdcd as water, and
is emphatically the god of the ceean.



| misnony oF pests and pumﬁhmg sin tmd i 80 dmng mdlcdtw

LA
0 bt & tone of Teligious feelmg not so far removed from

modorn ideas as might have been expected i—

¢ Lt me not yeb, O Varuna, enter into the house of elay ;
have werey, almighty, have merey !

a5 il o a.long trembling, like a doud dnveu by the
wind ; have metey, almighty, haye merey |

* Through want of strength, thou strong and bright god,
i hiave I gone to the wrong shore; haye morcy, almighty,
iR LT e imeroy | |
e B ¢ Thirst came upon the worshipper, though he &f'(iod in,
the midst of the waters ; have mercy, almighty, have mercy !

“ Whenever we men, O Varuna, commit an offence be-
fore the heavenly host, whenever we break thy law through
thoughtlessness ; have mercy, almighty, have mercy.”’*

! SP&Emh:thﬂ ' Stirya, or the Sun, is another important Vedic
rya, or the
| sun 0 deity; and indeed scems under different names

\:'-I‘_.-_:.:Pﬂvg'::ﬁ?:}i?lgb to hfzu.re alwoys held a high placo amongst the
ekl -'_-feiem religions. . primitive gods of every nation, by virtue of its pro-
| minence in the heavens, and the extent to which its
influence is folt npon earth. Its daily course and its -

annual course, its welcome rising in the morning and

its glorious setting in the evening, must all have

excited the keenest curiosity amongst a child-like

and inquisitive people ; and, at the same time, the
imagination alone was left to account for the exist-

ence of phenomena which in a non-scientific age

fﬁﬂﬁ‘éﬁ:ﬁ'ﬂ? are altogether beyond human ken.  Thus it seems
| -_-g&.:d_‘;:gg”mﬁgm extremely probable that one of the carliest efforts of
| poetical genius was to personify the Sun as the deity

of light, travelling through the blue ether in a

Tha gelden chas golden chariot wluch all men might see, drawn

riot avdl invisis

| blesteeds.; however by steeds which were invisible to the out-

49 Max Miiller, History of %anﬁknt leuﬂttua, p. 540,




e _-,'hut whmll were. easxly’ amsum&d to hl wiﬁﬁﬁ eéif_'
"whlte, resplondent, and beautiful beyond expression. | purr.

In the Vedas the attributes of this duty are fre- Atmumﬁf
quently the same as those of Agni, especially that Sisertsn.
of originating and diffusing ho*ht but still the Sun ﬁf}g‘g‘?ﬁggﬂ';f?
stands forward as a deity alto(rether distinet fromm MRERASHRITL
Flire, when described  as journeying through the
firmament in an upward and downward conrse, and
especially in his character of measuring days and

‘nights. This god is apparvently addressed under a

variety of names, such as Sirya, bawtm, Mitra,

Aryaman, and others ; but in the Epics he is chiefl y )
known by the name of Stirya, and was, regarded as Sireresardot

as the mythicat

| the great ancestor of the solar race who appear in i‘;};’i‘%;'},‘;““
NOA Y,

the Ra.mei,yana._ In the higher conceptrom the Siryn regardst
Divine Sun is regarded and invoked as a spirit per- ?;iiﬁﬁéi: i
vading - all | tlunrrs, a8 the soul of the world and |
~supporter of the universe;* and this idea is said to
be indicated in the celebrated Vedie verse known as mhe cagate,
the Gayaftri, which down to the present day still
forms a part of the daily devotions of the Brahman,”

1n connection with the worship of the Sun, T twetve aar

Ly s
| .them are some obscure  deities, Luown as the

e .ng-Veda, Mand. I, Hymn 73, v. 3. ' _
3 Rig-Veda, Mand. ILL. Hymn 62, v, 10, The original Sanskrit of this verss
appeary to be simple enough.  Wilson’s translation is as follows :—* We meditate
~ on that desirable light of the divine Savitri, who influences our plous rites” Bir
~ William Jones's paraphrastic trauslation was as follows :—* Let us adore the sn-
premacy of that divine sun, the godhead, wio illuminates all, who recreates all,
~ from whom &Il proceed, to whom all must return, whom we mvok&. to dicect our
- understandings anght in onr progvess towards his holy seat.””  Colebroke proposes
the following version :—# Earth ! Sky! Heaven! Let us meditate on (these and
on) the most excellent light and power of that generous, sportive, and resplendent
$un, (praying that) it may guide our intelleots.” From information gathered
personally from educated Brahmans, the writer has been led to infer that Coles
broke's treuslation exhibits the nearest rxppronmauon to the religious ideas in-
volved in the words.  The verse is apparently an invocation to the several deities
+ who are implored by the worshipper to anl bis intellect in the apprehension and.
adoration of God,

L
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'Hw;rgﬁf o A&L‘nyas“” These aro said to bo tha sons. of Adm,
pawe i who is apparently identified with the universe.®
T Ik s mot sufficiently clear how these Adityas were
regarded by the Vedic worshippers, but at a later
‘period they were represented as being twelve in
~number, and were apparently identified with the
twelve signs of the zodiae, or rather with the sun in
twelve different characters, each character corre-
spondmt? to the sign through which it passed in

’-_'mﬁ‘hlg‘% ey succession,  The most 1mportant fact connected

At with this cirele of divinities is that the god Vishnu,

“so prominent in the later mythology, appears in the
Rig-Veda merely as one of the Adityas. Also Arya-
man, Mitra, Varuna, and Savitri, are identified both

with the Sun and with certain of the Adityas.
' gpgl{gﬁg;}jg’;lcs Of the remaining Vedic deitics but little remains
Vediedeities. | ¢ he gaid.  Their individual character may be
i easily inferred from their names, whilst their form of
worship appears to differ in no way from that of the
" foma, or nane doities already deseribed. Soma, or the Moon,

dra,orbhe Moon,

which appears in some Pantheons as a female
divinity coxrenpondmg to the male porsonification
| of the Sun, is chiefly celebrated in the Vedas in
Qomactedinthe gonnection with the soma plant; but it appears in
gompte the Mahd Bhérata, indifferently under the names of
‘ﬁgmfﬂ - Chandra and Soma, as the mythical progenitor of the
great Lunar race of Bhérata. Two obscure deities,

| Lunar race of
hirata.
ThetwoAsw!.ns kllOWIl as the ASWlnb, are apparently a PBI‘HOlUﬁLEL-

*

# Comp, Wilson, Rig-Veda, Vol. I. - Introd. p. xxxiil, Also Muir's Sanskrit
Texte; Pert IV, p. 101,

3 The Vedic verse is as follows ¢ Aditi is heaven; Aditi is the firmament;
Aditi is mother, father, and son; Aditi is all the gods; Aditi is the five elasses of
‘men; Aditi is generation and birth.” = Upon this yerse Sfyana remarks :—* Aditi
it hymned as the same with the universe,”” Wilson, Rig-Veda, Vol I p. 230, and
sote.
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tmn of llght and mmsture, and a8 sons ot 'the 8 Sun sToRvioR |
s i

seem sometimes to be identified and multlphed BY ) RaRe

‘the sun’s rays.  They are invoked in several

hymns, but do not appear to have been invested

with any peculmr attributes, beyond that of being

- young and handsome, and riding on horses. ‘The

deifications of Viyu, or the air, and of the Maruts, viu.

Lt the winrls, are frequently invoked, in many

:'mstances, in conjunction with Tndra nnd Agni,

The Maruts espe(,m,lly, whose power was mamiest The Maruts.

are deseribed in such figurative language as is

usually applied to the strong and impetuous winds

by poets of all nations and ages. In this way they

 are depicted as roaring amongst the forest trees, and

blowing up the clouds for rain; but they are also

 personified in the imaginations of the Vedic psalm-

ists as youthful warriors bearing lances on their

shoulders, delighting in the soma juice like Indra,

and, like him, the bestowers of benefits upon their

worshippers.

The next Vedic deity who may be taken into Oﬁ’ﬂfﬁi&"ﬁf‘iﬂa
consideration is Ushas, or the pcraomﬁcatmn of ythe dawn:
dawn.  This divinity scarcely appears in the Epics, fontrustbe.
and can hardly have been extensively worshipped, ;f,‘;"‘;i’{;;’{,}’}{;?ﬁ
but yet is especially deserving of notice from the i '
remarkable contrast which the conception presents
to those of other gods, and especially to the idea
of Indra. In the place of the impetuous warrior,
strong and drunk with wine, and cleaving the clouds
with hig thunderbolt, we have the vision of early
morning, of the first pale flush of light, imaged as
a pure and lovely msuden a,wal-mmnfr ks slecpmn'

2t In the Epics they are L-.',ud to h.l.ve. been the physnclans ni t.hc garls, and ate

constantly represented as fwins,
19052



| mustowy of world as » young wife awakens her children. | This
. wawT.  poctical conception scems to have had  peculiar
Do ation charms for the old Vedic bards; and, in truth, the
11 Leonieaption of i A } MR e el Vil )
Ui, dawn of early morning in India is singularly grate-
ful to the feelings, and in the mind of the Vedic
_ worshipper was associated with early prayer as well

..-‘_'it;--. i . i A ._.‘ ‘ i . : “ e Wi 1 - i
Askraihliont L 84 with ecarly duties. In addition to the refreshing

[y

A i _coolness and delightful stillness of the hour, there is
& peculiar whiteness in the abmosphere, not so ex-
pressive as moonlight, but infinitely more delicate
and more suggestive of innocence and purity. Thus
the night with all the horrors of darkness—the fear
of ghosts, demons, snakes, tigers, and midnight
robbers——is supposed to have passed away before
the rising of this white-robed maiden, the first in all
the world who 18 awake, and the first to appear ab
the invocation of the gods. But notwithstanding :
the unsubstantial character of the original personi-
| fication, it novertheless became in many hymns a
U Yedenemnssl. wivid conception of a deity. As a mere fomale,
L wemsden - Tehags s likened to a young bride, with perhaps
i more warmth of painting than would suit modern
taste 3 '

“ (Goddess, manifest in person like a maiden, thon goost
to the resplendent and beautiful sun; and, like o youthinl
bride before her husband, thou uncoverest thy bosom with
a smle.”’ ¥ . :

o

L Jeticentief But as a divinity, the language respecting Usthas

"

is much more elevated :— |

¢« Ushas, danghter of hoaven, dawn upon us with riches;
 diffuser of light, dawn npon us with abundant food ; beauti-
ful goddess, dawn upon us with wealth of cattle.”*

8 RigsVeda, Mand., T. Hymn 123, v, 1.
3 Rig-Veda, Mand. I, Hymn 48, v, 1,



.‘.'l‘hlﬁ &uapluons Uaha& has humessecl her

' -aff‘ﬂ‘; ahove tho rising of the sun, and she comes. glormusly :

| npon. man with a hundred charigts.” ¥ - .
| “l*lrst of all the world is she awmke, ﬁrmmphmg AL S .

tra,nsxtory darknoss 5 the mighty, the giver of light, from on

._ hlgh she beholds all things; ever youthful, ever Wl\rmg, AR

| tﬂw wmes hrsb to the mv'}(':ztlon i

ehicles :trom Hra'rotﬂ -:m i
TNDEA
_P,.u;_r 111

5 ) i

 Buch WGI‘G the chief gods of the Aryans, and to » Mmor’VcrhcaLi-

ties the merd |

" ';_them may be added some others less prominent, peonifctions |

7 of postoy.
. such as the persomﬁcatmns of Food, of Day and

4 _;'_Nluhb and of the Deasons. These require no special
description, inasmuch as they are little more than
poetical personifications ; and probably af the period

_of their composition they were as little connected

 with religious worship as the songs of lafiz were
'connected with the sentiments of Mahomedm devo- j
tion. These creations of the fancy have ever been Gomparson of

ancient and mao= o

' the favourite pt'oduc’r of the Aryfm mind, and thus S peroni

cabions.

‘the Vedic ¢ Ilymn to Pitri, the Divinity of' Food,”*

s even surpabbed in intensity of personification by

'_Burnbs ballad of ““John Barleycorn,” and Tenny-
son’s exquisite poem on the “Death of the Old

'Yem‘ i i
IIa.vmcr thus sketched generally the 1nd1v1dual Vedio coneop

-:"chftraﬁter of the leading deities of the Aryans as l:*?er:ntrégzwu'[ i
. they appear in the Rig-Veda, it may be advisable "
ko gla.nce at that conception of One Supreme Bemg,

' a& 111 a,ll and above all, Whl("h finds full expressmn

A ng-\'ec‘{a Mand. 1. Hymn 48, v, 7. ' R i O
' '® Rig<Veda, Mand. J: Hymn 123, v. 2. {7k R
(89 RigVoda, Mand, I, Hymm 187,
4 The great mastev in the power of pe wyonifying sbetractions, wntil they be-
come objects of actual intercst, is John Bunyan; an interest however which is
derived more from the religions mpent.uws of the author than from a large know-
Iedge of human nature.



' nmmw or m the Vedw hymns. | Upon tbns pmnﬁ tlm follow-—

L e

—-'-'-‘-"-'F‘"_—‘.ﬂ—"_qﬂ
Munothelstio

yerses,

L Girandmonothe-
Wi astie hyin

o Aranslated by
Professor M

Maller.

\ing passages will be found very significant ;—
 “'Who has seen the primeval being at the tlmo of his

'bemg born; what is that endowed with substance which the

mbatantla.l sustains ; from earth are the hreath and blood,

© but whero is the soul ; who may repair to the sage to ask

A4

.7 0 Dt

“« What is that One alome, who has upheld theae six
spheres in the form of an unborn 77 #

wiihe fdiow_ing hymn, translated by Professor Max
Miiller, still further expresses the conception of mo-
notheism, and indeed seems to indicate that the

idea itself is a necessary idea foreced upon the mind

by a thoughtful consideration of the phenomena, of
the universe.® |

“In the beginning there arose the Source of golden
hight: He was the only born lord of all that is.  He estab-
lished the carth, and this sky:—Who is the God to whom
we shall offer our sacrifice ?

“ Ho who gives life, He who gives strength; w }10‘49

'blefmsm g all the bright gods desire ; whose shadow is immor-

tality ; whose shadow is death :—Who is the God to whom
we shall offer our sacrifice ?

“He who throngh His power is the nnly King of the
breathing and awakening world: He who goyerns all, man
and beast :-~Who is the God to whom we shall offer oo
gacrifice !

“ He whose power these snowy mountains, whose power

41 Rig-Veda, Mand. I. Hynao 144, v, 4.

4 Rig-Veda, Mand. 1, Hymn 144, v, 6.

8 The franslation which follows has been borrowed from Mr Max Miiller's
History of Sanskrit Literature, p, 569. That eloquent scholar is perhaps mis-
taken in allnding fo the idea as “an instinctive monotheism.””  The theory that
the Aryan nations may possess an instinet which is denied to the Turanisn peoples
seemd unfenable, . An instinetis an element of human natre, and net @ mere
characteristio of o race ; and it appears more probable that what are called chara¢=

- texistiod of o race, arise from peculiarities of development aud history vather then
from my ‘original d;yemty in human. yature, '
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"_'*bhe | sea proclmms, mth the dmmnt Tiver : HL whom these Hlsmom' eﬁ\

- regtons are as it were His two arms ~aWho 18 the G‘rod to

' whom we shall offer our sacrifice ?

) He through whom the sky ig bright and the oz'.rth ﬁrm

Ha through whom the heaven was established, nay, the
highest hewen . He who measured out the light in the air:
—Who is the Grod to whom we shall offer onr sacrifice ?

€€ Ho to whom heaven and earth, standing firm by his |

will, look np, trembling inwardly : He over whom the rising
‘gun shines forth :~~Who is the God to whom we shall offer
our sacrifice f

| f“Wherever the mighty water-clouds went, where they
gl placed the seed and lit the fire, thence arose He who is the
" only life of the bright gods :~—Who is the God to whom we
- ﬁh&ﬂ offer our s'wrlﬁoe?

% Ho who by his might looked even over the water-

010116{8 the clonds which gavo strongth and lit the sacrifice,
He who 1s Glod above all god's .-«-Who s the God to whom
we shall offer our sacrifice?

“May He not destroy s, THe, the creator of the eavth
or He, the righteous, who cr eatod tho heaveny He who also
. ereated the bright and mighty waters .—~Who is the (vod to

' whotn wo ghall offer our sacrifice ?

INDIA.
P.qam I,

The true conceptmn of marriage, involving the Fetic .

| idea of the union of one woman to one man, also
finds expression in the Vedas. Husbands and wives
" in twos and twos are described as presonting their
oblatmm together ;* and in one hymn which dwells
~ upon the duality of the two Aswins, the pair of
deities are compared with pairs of almost every-

'thmg that runs in couples, including a husband and

~a wife, and two lips uttering sweet sounds.*

a4 ng.vﬁda Ma.ud I, Hymn 181, v. 3. Also Mand, Hymn 48,
45 Rxg.Veda Mand. IT. Hymn 89. There is however an exceptional passagc
in which a young, Rishi named Kakshivat ocelebrates the generosity of a. Raja who

had given him bis ten daughters in marriage.  (Rig-Veda, Mand, T, Hymn 126.)
. This roference to p[ﬂ}’g‘lm} as well 4 two hymns relating to & horse saorifice, wﬁl '

be cousidered hereafter.

tion oflmwrwgu.
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H"‘;"-’m:'f o Such, then, were the 1ead1ntr cha.raettamstncs of

et the prineipal deities of the Aryans in the old Vedic
T T age, 'when the new colonists were still dwelling in
-_Suwﬂumtde~ the neighbourhood of the five rivers. During the

et riof the V.
_---:g’ i in e suhsequont go of Brahmanism, the spiritual con-

MCBE‘H,
ceptions aud aspwatlons passed in a great measure

away ; a new dynasty of deities arose ; and the gods

 of the Vedas lost their hold upon the national gym-

g pathies, and shrivelled more and more into human

| Chugesinae heroes with human instincts and passions.  Mean-
0 enmstances and ! .
.-._E{;;Ig;a;mma:po- time the circumstances of the people, and their

i geographical position, had undergone a great and sig-
nifieant change. Inthe Vedie age the Aryan people

were a band of agricul'turista and herdsmen, and

were still dwelhng in the neighbourhood of the

Punjab; hot in the Brahmanic age they had becore

‘@ conquering power, and had made their way down

the fortile valleys of the Ganges and Tumné,-'a;ncl

established kingdoms which are still famous in an-

'_.ﬁﬁﬁﬁ}czjg&su cient story. This period of eonquest nnplws the

| wdiwiiion xistence of a large military class; and in connec-

' tion with this subject it may be mmarkod that the

most significant change which appears to have taken

place about this time was the institution of caste.

In the Vedic age there appears to have been no

direct traces of a caste systom; but in the Brah-

manic age the distribution of the people into castes

is one of the most prominent features, and this vaste

_ system has prevailed more or less down to the pre-
| Orgnetime  sent day. Thus the caste system seems to have

] € 8ysbem in
flmperod b avigen in the period which intervened betweon the

| twean tho Vedio
e Vedic and Brahmanic age; in other Wreriny hetwoen
 the time when the Aryans appeared as simple

i ~ colonists in the land of the five rvivers, and the time
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"_'wh@n ) the}y had bwama a conquenng pw er, and ??‘?‘;%ﬂ

_ ‘and  Babar, under the ancient names of Bhédrata, ,.
--lwsala, Mithila, and Magadhd, The question. ac- %ﬁ‘ﬁiﬁ’éﬁﬂéﬂ
i cordlnglv remains for consideration of how far the fatuttie b

| | circumstances which attend the invasion of a well- Was b hibnen
. populated country by a band of foreign emigrants, “it';,m“:fuf,‘;;,ﬁ"of
1 and the subsequent establishment of the settlers as
& dominant and imperial power, are calculated to
lead to the introduction of caste, and the perpetua-
| tion of a caste system for ages afterwards. This fh“‘[,f‘f;’}i‘i?f:,‘i,"’ |
| lquestion 15 of more general importance than is foneraiud
. generally supposed The tendency of all foreign E;;{l‘i}i?é‘ﬁ’lﬁﬁa'
. conquests is to croate a caste feeling between the =
congquerors and the conquered ; and this feeling be-
~comes intensified when the difference is one not
merely of pbli'tioal velations, but of colour, language,
- and religion. In the progress of another century,
. for instance, from the present date, the old caste !
~ antagonism amongst the Hindids may in some mea- |
sure have passod away ; ‘but in its place there will (.
. be a caste feeling between KEuropeans, Kast Indians, )
. and N utlves, altogether different from that exclusive~
~ness in different ranks of society which prevails
Iy amonrrst European nations.

Many Of thﬁ dlﬁlGUItles COI]IIGGth with II-hl.S in- Que&ﬂonofhnw

| e"stébhshed Aryan empires at Delhi, Oude, Tirhdt, = Pt

boelements |

\ -terestmg subject of inquiry will be cleared up, as g;‘ gi;gggd;;ﬁ!ﬁg

bol’nund m.t.he- A

. far as the Hindis are concerned, by means of the gy
ev1dence furnished by the Mahd Bhémta and Rémdsl s inanng
'yana.. But still it appears necessary for the con- A\
tinuous identification of the Aryan people, and their
geparation from the Turanian populations by whom
they were apparently surrounded, and with whom
thby must to some extent ha.ve intermingled, to
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uISIORY oF gscertain which of the castes had an Aryan origin,
tamer and how far the elements of an opposition of classes

is to be found in the Rig-Veda. i
bt In the Br'thmani.c age the great body _of the
Hrahmanie we. negple were divided into four castes, as follows s~

 Bréhmans. 1st, Brahmans, ox priests ; sometimes called pre-
ceptors. A ki

Wshatriyns, or 9nd, Kshatriyas, or soldiers; also called Rajas

Rajus. 7 . . !
. or sovereigns. _ | |
| Valsys. 3rd, Vaisyas, or merchants and farmers.

Sudras: 4th, Sddras, a servile class who tilled the soil.

Quisnstes and Below these was a nondescript population who

slaves. :

were treated as outcastes, and who appear as the

" peneans, slaves of the Stdras.  Of the four castes, the three

Kahatriyas, and

Vnisyns (istin- i v disti i ' -
_ Q‘;‘aﬁﬁ?ﬁ«ﬂi in: first mentioned ave distinguished from the fourth

sudras by the | pacte in o yery particular manner. The Brahmans,

‘designabion of

Swiwvome  Kshatriyas, and Vaisyas, are each invested at a
| certain age with the sacred thread, from which eir-
cumstance they are entitled the ¢ twice born,” to
distinguish them from the Stdras, who are not per-
mitted to wear the thread. This line of demarcation
betweon the three twice-born castes and the Sudras
is far broader according to caste ideas than that
botween the Bréhman and the Kshatriya, or the
Tiypethesis that Kshatriya and the Vaisya. Accordingly the most
o ustesars. plausible conjecture appears to be that the three twice-

descendants of

thedmamsof  horn castes may be identified with the descendants
E{%{Eﬁ’ﬁ:ﬁ?’ of the Aryans of the Rig-Veda; whilst the Stidras,
' who form the mass of the population, may be re-

garded as the descendants of a Turanian people, who

settled in India ages before the Aryans, and at some

remote period contemporary perhaps with the earliest

Antiquity of the Egyptian dynasties. As to the outcastes, known in the
Fae O south of India by the general name of Pariahs, they
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people possessing a still more remote antiguity, who | pawer

were originally conquered by the Stdras, and of * =

whom some may have escaped to the hills and be-

come the ancestors of the existing hill tribes. IR
Now although no caste system appears in the Rig® fhve digtinet

i i o u}qsses of wé;r.-n'
Veda, the hymus certainly present glimpses of three %@:&Vﬁﬁu-*
. e

distinet classes of worshippers.  One class, the most 1 A .3@@3;'
- s . rand religious |
 prominent of all, eomprised a people who evidently ciass, vheances.

: . i .Y tors of the Brab-
possossed strong religious instinets. They prayed in ma
earnest language to primitive deities for such simple
' benefits #s colonists in a new country might be ex-
pected to erave; uamely, seasonable rains, abundant
_ harvests, prolific cattle, and plenty of children. They
were certainly & peaceful community, and appear to
have been altogether indisposed for war, for they
prayed not for victory but for protection. They do
not even seem to have sacrificed to any god of war,
unless Indra may be regarded as such; but their
offerings were exclusively made to what might be
termed fanily or domestic deities, who were supposed
to supply the daily wants of a simple but contem.-
plative people. Moreover, with the exception of the
soma wine, which was especially quaffed by Indra,
thore was nothing of an orgiastic character in their
worship.  They invoked the gods, and propitiated
* them with such bloodless offerings as butter, curds,
and milk, = Again, whilst they implored the gods for
protection, and lauded their exploits against robbers,
cattle-lifters, and other enemies, they manifested no
warlike spirit, no divect aspiration for revenge, such
as would find expression in the prayers or hymns of
a people devoted to deeds of arms. Indeed, it might

almost be said that the flow of religious feeling which
VOL. 1. (IR

 probably were the descendants of an aboriginal 311?%?3‘55““‘:.? i



msrony or yuns through the greater number of the Viedic hymns,
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b

is altogether at variance with that exultant delight
‘in blood and slanghter which is gencrally manifested
in the ballads of a warlike people.  Altogether the
hymns of the Rig-Veda, as far as peaceful pursuits
are concerned, are of such a character that it is not
difficult to identify the people who gave them utter-

| ance+with the aneestors of the later Bréhimans,

! -zfif;l,Alnilit_ar}‘ !

‘elnad, the ancess
tors of the
0 Kshatriyas,

A sccond class of Vedie worshippers adopted a
difforent order of religious rites, namely, the sacrifice
of animals; thus they immolated horses to Indra and
the Sun, and Indra is also said to have delighted in

-;-5ma:‘kﬁ of. it roasted buffalo.  This difference in sacrifice inyolyed
Gnee Hetween J

| e peseniand 5 difference of food, and in all probability a difference

R military
clnss,

of Bvocation. A peace-loving community might be
contented with a milk and vegetable diet; but a
military community, to whom physical strength was
of the highest importance, would delight in flesh
meat, and such they would offer to the gods. Tt is
a significant fact that the allusions to animal sacrifice
are by no means frequent in the hymns of the Rig-
Veda, whilst they find full expression in the ritaal-
istic works of a later age, in which the DBrdlimans

Inoveasedprovs: are  reprosented  as the sacrificers.®  From this it

| lenee of animil
csaerifices when
the Aryans be-

may be inferred that so long as the Vedic Aryans

£RINE & CONQUErs or vyney dwelling ill ﬂl(-} P.l.lﬂjil,b, ﬂlO Pri_esﬂy 01‘(101'3

1N power

still retained their bloodless sacrifices; but.as they
advanced further aad further into the interior, and
depended more and more upon their military pro-
tectors, so they found it more and more necessary
to propitiate the warriors by the worship of their
‘gods and the performance of animal sacrifices. The

% So¢ espocially the Brahmanam Aitareya, Haug’s tranglation,
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mlhtary commumty thus refemd to may thu'vf'om nrs'mnr or_ i)

‘be identified with the ancestors of the Kshatriyas. "% pﬁl‘t _
The third class of worshippers cannot bo traced s aveidi

quite 8o easily, but still glimpses are to be obtained c*;:tf"w Eﬁ"-_b'ﬁ

Vaidgs
of a mercantile and maritime community, who espe-
cially worshipped Varana, the god of the ocean, and
who may be identified with the Vaisyas. Here it

- may be remarked that no opposition scems ever to Bt
have arisen between the Vaisyas and the other two o

castes, like that which broke out between the Brdl-
mans and the Kshatriyas. Indeed the wealth of the
Vaisyas rendered them at o later period of consider-
able influence, inasmuch as theoy employed Prahmans

to perform sacrifices, and took Kshatriyas into their
- pay as soldiers and guards.

The early separation of the Brahmans from the Originotthedit.

ference hetweey
the Bralmany

. Kshairiyas, the priest from the soldier, is a question s the ki

1 ‘4 - . ) . “ t
of much historical importance, and will be further ™

discussed hereafter. Ior the present it may be suffi-

cient to remark that the separation does not appear to

have originated so much in those superstitious caste

ideas which prevailed at a subsequent period, as in

the difference of ﬁvoc’ations, sentiments, and aspira-

tions. What the priest was to the feudal Chieftain

of the Dark Ages, such was the Brdhman to the -
Kshatriya. The Bréliman subsigted upon a diet of Chamceristis .
milk and vegetables, and ﬁpent his time in tending ™™* )
his flocks and herds, in composmu‘ hymns to the dlf-

.

\ ferent deities, and in speculative inquiries as to the

origin of man and the universe, and their relationship
to the Supreme Being. As to the history of the past,
apart from religion, he cared nothing, excepting so
far as he might succeed in converting ancient tra-
ditions into a vehicle for religious teaching. 'Ac-
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{Iharactoristics
of the Kehatri-
Vil

Extent of the
separation be-
tween the Brih-
mans and the
Kshatriyas in
the Yedie age,

a6l anrsopuetTond

éordil;gly; in a later age he i‘é&dﬂy falsified thoso
traditions for the purpose of promulgating Brahman-
ical ideas and exalting the pretensions of his own

caste ; and it was doubtless by this process that the

Brahmans ultimately succeeded in forming them-
selves into a sacerdotal community, who sought to
bring all classes and ranks, Turanians as well as
Aryans, under the yoke of ecclesiastical or caste su-
premacy.  The Kghatriyas, on the other hand, were
catery of flesh meat, and delighted in war and the
chase, and especially gloried in the exploits of their
forefathers, The consequence was that they pos-
sessed a rich stock of traditions which appear to have
been handed down from generation to generation in
the form of ballads. Thus the Kshatriyas appear as
a fighting and conquerihg class, and originally exer-
cised such influence over the masses as to be known
as Kings or Rajas, whilst their god Indra was wor-
shipped as the emblem of sovereignty.  Ultimately,
however, they appear to have dogencrated into
cffeminate priest-vidden sovereigns and mercenary
soldiers ; and whilst such sovercigns served the Brah-
mans out of superstitious foar, the soldiers enfered
the service of the Vaisyas for the sake of pay.

The question of how far the two classes of Brih-
‘mans and Kshatriyas were really separated from
each other in Vedie times does not appear to he in-
dicated in the Rig-Veda; but it may be inforred
from the data which will appear hereafter, = Origin-
ally they probably grew up side by side, and their
cause was identical, namely, the subjugation of the
country. Indeed it is by no means improbable that
the duties of priest and warrior were originally ful-
filled by one and the same individual, the father,

X
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_the Chieftains or Rajas may have found if convenient pam L
to engage pricsts specially for the pei“formance of o et

sacrifices and other rites and ceremonies; and at hi o

such a stage, a stage to which the original ‘story of
the Mahd Bhérata appears to belong, the haughty
Kshatriyas would look down with some disdain tipon
the mercenary or mendicant priest. But in due
course the priests, as already indicated; formed
themselves into a class, and exercised a vast and
mysterious influence upon the masses ; and in later
times of peaco and luxury, they established a spirit-

~ ual and caste ascendancy, which overshadowed and \

overawed the mightiest Raja of the Kshatriyas.
Indeed whilst the more ancient Kshatriyas scem to
have regarded the Brahmans with much the same
disdain as might have been exhibited by the half:
converted warriors of the Dark Ages towards the
wandering Friars, no priest or confessor ever pos-
sessed ‘o more powerful sway over King or Baron,
than was exercised by the later Brdhmans over the
Hindii Rajas.
- The original traditions and institutions which Treaitions s

institutions in

‘appear in the Mah& Bhdrata and Rzimayann. e e ek e

yana, chielly of

undoubtedly of Kshatriya origin, and in their mmm,mrs-

earlicst form were probably little more than bal-®
lads, which were sung or chaunted by bards and
culogists at the feasts and festivals of the Kshatriyas.
Under such circamstances the details may have been r""‘i’fﬁﬁfﬁ'ﬂii’. Bl
exaggerated by the old Kshatriya bards in order to pepisdithe (i
glorify the ancient Rajas, and gratify the Chieftains ™™ '
present by extravagant praises of their ancestors.
Occasionally too the bards seem to have introduced

poetical embellishments, and artificial turns of a
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| mastony or plot Whlch Were more i acwrdﬂnce w;"h £ ]atcr

A 0]
vy | and luxuri iong stago of civilization, and also better

" dalenlated to awaken and keep' alive the interest of

Lﬂhh’mhman« large and. mixed aundiences. DBut the latest com-
fanl compilars of

the Man B pyilers of tho Mahd Bhdrata were unquestionably

. osifieations and

ntergannons Brahmans ; and they appear to have resolutely and
| wnsvstently falsified the Kshatriya traditions, for,
the, purpose of promulmtmw their own tenets of
religion and morality ; and especially for asserting
their own supremacy as an hereditary sacerdotal
caste, invested with supernatural powers, and
“superior not only to the Rajas but to the very gods
. of the Kshatriyas. Ancient Brahman sages, under
the name of Rishis, are abruptly and abserdly
introduced in order to work miracles of the wildest
and most senscless character, and to compel the
reveronce and obedience of such deities as Indra
to Brahmanical authority.  Moreover acts which
are contrary to morality and common deceney, are
occasionally introduced for the depraved purpose of
representing the more famous Brdhmans as the divect
progenitors of the more famous Rajas. Again, Rajas
are described as paying a reverenco to Brihmans
amounting to worship, and as rewarding them with
extravagant profugion, probably as e.\amplcs for
sty wiich Jater Rajas to follow. Fortunately however for the
frueion i purposes of history, these interpolations can gener-
ally be detected by the supernatural character of
the detaily, and may therefore be largely eclimin-
ated ; excepting in those cases where the later fable
has been so intertwined with the more authentic
narrative, that it is impossible to separate the one
from the other without danger of mmtrl:t‘cn:u*r the
original Kshatriya tradition.
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Busules these emgrremtmna of Kshatri 1ya bards mstory o
CINDEAL
and Brahmanical uompﬂars, an element of Buddhism  pierr

.._._.....m.,x...._-ﬂ.....”.- i

is frequently poroeptlble in these ancient legends. piiinetioei. |
But inasmuch as it is often difficult to decldo upon fﬁ::‘ﬁi‘ﬂ;t&‘:;‘;
the exact line of separation between Brahmanism fi
and Buddhism, much in the same way as it is often

difficult to draw the precise line between Frotestant-

jsm and Roman Catholicism, it will be sufficiont for

the present to indicate very briefly such-traces of
Buaddhism as they ari$e, and reserve the general
question for separate discussion hereafter.

The form in which the contents of these poems porm mwhiss,
Ll two Boies

- will be hereafter exhibited in the present volumes awo axhibitil

ho present hiss

vequires perhaps some explanation. A mere trans- %

Neither atrans-

lation would be unreadable to any but the practised litipanoran =
eritic; a bare analysis without sufficient detail, ;'ﬁl’lﬂf‘?ﬁ.’fﬂf“’“‘

spersad witl ixs

-Would be a skeleton without life and blood, and con- pluation, con-

mentary, and

sequently would be comparatively useless for the Lyt e

purposes of history., Accordingly a middle course
has been adopted.  Large masses of supernatural
matter have been either briefly indicated, or cut
away altogether. Brahmanical discourses and reli-
gious myvths have heen generally eliminated, to be
reconsidered subsequently in connection with the
religious ideas and belief of the people.  Many
episodes have been excluded, especially from the
Mahdé Bhdrata where they mostly abound, but a
sufficient number have been exhibited in outhne;
whilst three favourite stories, which are apparently
types of three different epochs of Hindi history,
have been preserved by themselves under a separ-
ate head.  Finally, the residue has been recast in
English prose in such a condensed form ag would
preserve tho life and spirit of the ancient traditions
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i mﬁ%ﬁ;{ OF wmhout opprnssmg the rem] or with needloss repeti-
mari tion and wnmeaning dinlogno ; and has been inter-
I spersed with' such explanations and commentary,
and such indications of the inferences to be de-
rived from differont phases in the traditions, as
might serve to render the whole acceptable to the
general reader.”
Dk ;‘;;’{,:‘;;“" But when the main stories of the ¢ Great War of
.-k“m“'jéﬁt‘{;,{‘.,'én Bhérata,” and the ¢ Adventures of Rama” have
| e hoen reproduced from the ancient poems, and cleared
of most of the non-esseutial and non-historical matter,
8 question arises as to the degree of credibility to be
given to the residue. Dpon this point it may be
remarked that where there is no motive for decep-
 tion, and no departure from nature, a general belief
may be accorded to the incidents; and even when
the incidents themselves are doubtful, there is no
oocasion for withholding a general belief in the
pictures of life and manners which the deseriptions
Pamentiow  convey. It has already been admitted that the
| et Wit 10- ancient bards did occasionally indulge in Oriental
i exaggeration and embellishment, which a eritical
age refuses to accept as abstract truth. Deeds of
heroism and feats of skill or strength are frequently
described in the language of hyperbole; and so too
are the goodness of men and the beauty of women,
or the wickedness and deformity of those aboriginal
tribes with whom the ancient Hindus were occasion-
ally at war.  Garlands of jewels are substituted for
garlands of flowers ; thrones of gold and silver for

4 Some idea of the enormous bulk of the Maha Bhérata and Rémfhyana wmay
bo formed from the estimate that a literal translation of the former wounld occupy
abont fifteon volumes oetavo, whilst & similar version of the letler pocmn woulr]
fill about six vulumes octavo.
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'-_soats af a qus rave and. costly matomal gorg’ewous HISTORY OF
pa.laceb for rude forts of mud or stone. Agmn, the 1{1;:;1‘;
humour of ineidents is often heightened by the in-
terpolation of telling words in ‘LIlG dialogue ; or the
interest of the plot is increased by the 1ntr0duct10n
ot new but trivial details.  Such adrhtmns, Lhowever, ?::‘1‘5?2":2]’:“;&?"_ Hik

are both allowable and natural in a primitive age, Midibisiot
when the historian is little move than a narrator of
stories, and is appreciated, not for his eritical powers,

o or hig impartiality, or his rigid adherence to abstract
‘truth, but for the interest he excites and the amuse- Sg

“ment he conveys. Such history should of course satndnisterien

“be aﬂ_cepted'_-,_ not as a sober narrative or unimpas- '

. sioned disquisition, to be perused in silence and
- calmness in the study, but rather as a romantic

ballad to be chaunted with modulated voice before

‘o large and mixed audience of men and women

of all ages, with uncultured minds prubablv but
with ‘every passion of the human heart in full and
healthy play. Under such circumstances the reader Exeitement of
or chaunter iy rewarded, not by calm approval, hut
by tears and laughter, and by the excitement which
is pereeptible in lips and eyes. These conditions of
Hindt historical literature will be fully indicated in
the progress of the narrative; but if the Furopean

- reader would really identify himself with a Iindi
authence, he must enter the covered court-yard of a
wealthy zemindar during a marriage-feast, or ap-
proach a shady tree on the evening of some village

festival. Then when the gods have been worshipped, Oirumstancos

under which

- and the dancing-girls are weary, he may watch the petions of the

ipics are
chintniad or

appearance of a Brahman with bis sacred palm-leaves, re,
and soon perceive that the ears of young and old ave
all open to the ancient song.
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THE MAHA BHARATA.

CHAPTER I.
FAMILY TRADITIONS OF THE HOUSE OF BHARATA.

i .-'_*1?1_1#0& iy Toe o.pening scene of the Mah4 Bhérata 15 laid
4 atithe ety of Hastmépm', on the banks of the uppm

CPARY 1E
ovenimaeeet course of the river Ganges, and about sixty. miles to

[ i){muing.

i thastioie the north-east of the modern city of Delhi. At the
(1 hiodern Deln, present day scarcely a vestige remains, for in t,llo-" '
" progress of ages the river has changed its course,
and carried away nearly every trace of the ancient

site ; but local tradition has preserved the name, and

_ still points to the spot which has been immortalized
Slenitinco of 1 m the na?ipna] ¥pie.  This geoglraphiga] position
oaielblbie, 18 one which well deserves attention. Hastindpur
| was situated in the northern part of India, at a
distance of more than a thousand miles from the

eastorn frontier on the Bengal side, but scarcely

more than three hundred rmk,s trom the western

frontier on the side of the Indus. Accordingly it

may be regarded as an outpost of that great Aryan

race, who ave generally supposed to have made their

appearauce in the Punjab, or land of the five rivers,



_.--+mmm: Tmmms. i

Y S0me. permd uf remoto smmqmty, zmcl to hsw@ mm}u, o
'gmdmlly pushed their way towards the ecast along 1"- ‘}
the fortilo valleys of the Jumnd and Ganges. SR
| The ity and palace at Hastindpur are not de- *‘Pﬂfﬁgﬁ?‘ﬁﬁg__,l'-f

| _'scrlbu{ with any exactitude of detail ; and yet so P
\many ancient remains still exist in Intha., bearing
a gencral resemblance to each other, that it would
be by 1o means difficult to depict Hastindpur as it
il '.probably appearcd at the date when tho events ver
. corded in the Mahd Bharata actually occurved. A mhei,
.wnondescrlpt population, which may have comprised
| enltivators, herdsmen, mechauics, retainers, and petty

t-'ahopkeopers, soem to have dwelt in an assemblage of
 huts, or houses, construeted of mats, bamboos, mud,
~ or bricks, which was dignified by the name of tho

eity. " The palace was very 11kely built after g ThePalace,f

similar fashion, though on a larger scale, and with

some prefensions to strength. Probabl_‘y it was a

rude quadrangular building, haying ‘men’s apart-

moents on one side, and women’s apartments on the

-Iother, whilst the third side was devoted to the

kitehens and houschold servants. The fourth side, pus come

‘the most important of all, formed the gateway or e

‘enitrance Hall, so common in Hindd palaces; and

i _"m thla Hall, Whlcll was open to all comers, the Raja

' sat in Council with his kinsmen and mbordmate

© Qhieftains, and administered rude pafrmrchal Justlce, bl s
“or discussed affairs of State, such as warg, marriages, s
"ulhances, ot other business connected with the Raj.

. In the neighbourhood of the city, lands were pro. The R, |
hably cleared and cultivated, and herds of cattle w, waj ormhis "

were pastured ; all of which cither belonged to the gmiim afp:

lished by the

Rija, or to Chieftains subordinate to the Rc’ga Hero Bt
araidst an abes'

'J‘!n,; simple community was known as the Ruj final popa.




who is smd to ha.ve fu-st eatabhshed an e1np1re in
T India. . It may be called Aryan, because its tradi-

| tions have been preserved in the Sanskrit language ;
and because, as will be perceived hereafter, its in-

Dou‘btml gbent
Lol the Raj.

stitutions resembled those of other branches of the
Avyan race; and the Raj itself had probably heen
wrested ﬁom an aboriginal pnpulmtmn by the Aryan
invaders. The oxtent of the Raj is doubtful, and
the frontiers probably advanced or receded accord-
ing' to the prowess or otherwise of the reigning
Raja, either against the aboriginal tribes in the.
neighbourhood, or against an enemy or rival of the
same race. Judging from the homely character of

" gome of the details, the rule of the Raja could

scarcely have extended many miles from the city
of Hastingpur; but these details are mingled with
references to far distant localities, and general allu-
sions to conquest and empire. Such references,
however, are probably only the exaggerations of
bards and eulogists, intended to gratify the later
Rajas ; but, if true, they would carry the frontiers
of the Raj of Bharata over all or the greater portion

* of the Doab, or that fertile territory which lies be-

tween the Ganges and the Jumnd, and extends from
the foot of the .lhmd.lfa,ya.s to the junction of the two
rivers. At a later period the exploits of Bhdrata
and the greatness of his empire were celebrated with
even a larger amount of laudation and extravagance.

. He was a Mahd Raja, or great Raja, or Raja of

| 'Nmme of Blig-

T raba applied in

e thuaes to
1Al dndiad

Rajas; and his Raj included all the kingdoms of
the earth: Indeed, so famous became the name of
Bharata, that to this da,)_{ (the whole _c'ontillen.t of

i
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thdse assertions are to be believed will be best il
gathered from the following history.

ructer of the | 1
Tore aneient .

voyul house of
pracede tho
b . grent war,
of the Kshatriya bards was directed not so much .
| to the Aryan conquest of the aborigines of the
| gountry, as to a desperate fratricidal struggle which
400k place between two rival branches of the fas
mily.  Early legends have been preserved of the
‘Rajas who reigned before the breaking out of this
great war, but they have been reduced to such a
my_t_hica.li' condition by Kshatriya bards and Brah-
manical compilers as to be generally worthless for
the purposes of history. Thus the Kshatriya bards
declared that the Rajas of Bhirata were descended Fetiatrin mth
from the Moon, and that one of their number con- R
lquered Indra, the ruler of the gods; whilst the ™"
Brahmanical compilers, not to be behindhand in the Bhamicl,
Iwork of supernatural laudation, adriit both, state- Tathnbea
i A it k, : ancient Kishis
Iments, but add that the Moon itself was begotten -
by one of their own Rishis or saints, and that the
i"_Ra‘.ja} ouly conquered Indra by the aid of the
Brihmans. The authentic tradition which forms e dory

of the MNakdy |

 the _grﬁqun_dwork of the Mahd Bhdrata really com- B, iy
monees with Raja Dhritardshtra, whose sons, known réshire, =
as the Kauravas, engaged in a Jong and bitter
_ﬁlvalfy with their cousing the Pandavas, who were
_z._;t_hé_.. sons of Raja Péndu; and it was this rivalry
| between the Kauravas and Pandavas that ultimately

India is known to the Hinddis by the name of Bhd- HISTORY 011
(IR Al i iy | ) i INDTA,) i s
yata-varsha, or the country of Bhdrata. How far  paweir

light upon the early history of the Aryan conquest biwrtwwhich
of India. Unfortunately, however, the attention minsoryofthe

MThe ancient traditions of the royal house  of Mythion . e
Bhérata might have been expected to throw SOME taditionsor tha

Commengement |



=

_derwes its name.! -
e tmstmnary }:ustory of he royal house of ,:
Bhﬁ.rata from the great Réja Bhdrata himself down
to the commencement of the reign of Dhrit m\»ishtm,ﬁ

| __'fwhe:n this rwalry first began, comprises g fow
 legends which aro worthy of notice ; inasmuch as By
| removing the supernatural nmt.trr, which lmay be'

(:-frardod as a mythical husk added by the l&ter":--'

et bm‘ds it is possible to arrive at the authentic tr&d1~ i

tion 'Whu,h forms the kernel of the legend. | Thot
nartatives in question are four in numb er, :11].{1 may' i

| be thus indicated ;-

1st, Logend of Raja Bhfwata, Who p]a,vt.d with

lions in }119 childhood, and ufterwards faundad tha

great Raj of Bhirata. A
ond, Legend of Raja "éifn‘tar_iu, w'l'n_o' m-arried a

'younw mfe in his old age.

srd, Legend of Ra;a, lentra virya., Who dled
Gh1ldkm, and had sons begotten to lum by Vw,sa._
the sage.

4th, Legend of Rajas Pindu and Dhrltarei.shtra,. )
and their sons the Péndavas and Kauravas. -

The legend of RJ.J% Bhérata may now be rehtt,d

ag follows :—

L The Maht Bharata really opens with a so-called sacrifice of snakes, in which
vast numbers of snakes, who ate confounded with an ancient race of serpent wors
shippers known as Négas, are said to have heen forced by gertain Brahmanicul
incantations to enter the fire of a great sacrifico which was being ‘parformed by a
Raja named Janamejays, in revenge for the death of his futhm, who hod boan
biften by a snake. The origin of this confusion of suakes and Nagas will bo ox-

plained hereaftor. It will be sufficient to say that according to. the myth Jana.
mejaya subsequently killed a Brihwan, and that i order to expiate | fhis dreadful

erime, be listened to a reoitation of the whole of the Miha Bh{m}.ta, which was

performed by \f.ummpayana, the: puptl of Vyhsa, th sage. Acmdmgly ‘the
Mahd, Bhéwata, which is said to have been origibally composed by Vybsa, is sup-- 4
posed tc\ be WJ.'I.H;(J} oxactly as it was recited by Vaisamphy andg, - '




1 ighe shonl

o1 time the vuha,nt H‘a_)u Duﬂhyanm was h:.mt- _ma'rom* or‘ e
| ing in the forest, when he beheld the beautiful Sakuntald, ?ﬁf_f%

| the daughter of Kanwa the sage; and ho provailed on” the! A
; -ﬁﬂ.m$e1 M‘é”dﬁlé“ TEWifs by a ‘Gandharva marriage, and "‘“‘%1“;3" ”w‘h‘. il

uniald in tho

' gave, her his ring as the pledge of lis troth. Then Dush- jauge,

yauta vetarned tolLis own city, whilst Sakuntald romained in &' 03

| the het-mﬁmga of her father. After this Durvéisas the sage lﬁi'ﬁ:‘n"h’-- g ekl
mbed the herm:t&'re of Keanwa, but the thoughts of Sakun- Cure o:a;;:w :
. teld were fixed npon her husband, and she Leard not the BT
'appmmch of tho sage. 'And Durvisas cursed the damecl, that = AT
d be forgotton by the man she loved; bub after a Vet
whilo he. 1'01611%0(1 and promised that the curse should be
';remavé& as Boon as Dushyanta saw the ring. And Sakun. Thelost ring
tald found that she was with child, and she set off for the
palace of her husband ; but on her way she bathed in & sa-
. cred pool, and the ring dropped from her finger and was lost
‘beneath the wators. When ghe reached the palace of the
Rajﬁ, his memorj had departed from; him, and he would not
_own her to be his wife ; and her mother came and carried
her away to the Jungle, and ‘there she gave birth to a son,
who was named Bhérata.  And it so happened that o large me ring found, '
fish was caught by a ﬁshexman, and the ring of Dushyanta
was found in the belly of the fish, and carried to the Raja ;
- and Dushyanta saw the ring, and he remembered the beau~
tiful Sakuntald, who had become his wife by a Gandharya ATl
- marriage.  And the Raja went into the jungle and saw ©he Raj Dushyanta.
boy Bhﬁrata sporting with young lions, and sefting ab nought Bharate B 3 I
the lioness that gave them suck; and his beart burned to- bwtatizant (80
© ywards the lad ; and presently he beheld the sorrowing Sa-
kuntald, and he knew that Sakuntald was Lis wife, and that RS
Bhivata was his son. - So Raja Dushysnta took Saknntald Drahpnreiu R
~and Bhérata to his own city ; and he made Sakuntald his to &?rﬁﬂ:ﬂi"ﬁ?lﬁf

nowledges IRtk iy

chief Rénf, and appointed Bhérata to succeed lim in the Raj. Bhiratato be.

Now when Bhérata was grown, he became a mighty War- pomdation of
Tioy; and | eouquered all the regions of Hindustan and called Fidmiis e
them by his own name; snd he was the most renowned of » Bhirata.
all the Lunar race, who boasted that they were the children

‘of the Moon. And Bhirata begot Hastin, who built the city




j,ms'mm or nf H:uatmeipur 8 a,nd H.n,shn beg-o ! Kuru, ﬂn& huru begut_

' ;:,:flﬁ Sdntanu; and Séntana was the groat-g wranrlfnther of tha men

s AR Who fonght in the war of Bhamta

Ryt 3t 3 B y i
i i The foregoing legend of the birth of ana Bhd,

ek bieh ol pta iy very prominent in Hindd story, and forms

_3 ol’ the trn.dxtmn

tho groundwork of Kéliddsa's nha.rmmg drama of

witemesor ¢ Sakuntald, or the Lost Ring.”  Its historical sig-
‘Bl Gradition

it U odl nificance, however, can only be apprehcndud by &

m’rg:::&mh?:&: consideration of the suspmousa incident in the kgpnd

Lot of the curse

et barvisas o mamely, the curse of Durvisas. This ineident is su-
0 pernatural, and may be eliminated from the legend
on two grounds; first, it is incrediblo that the curse
of a Brahman should possess the efficacy ascribed. to
it in the story; and, sccoudly, if the efﬁc,fwy of the
Bréhman’s curse cuuld be admitted, it is ineredible
that a holy sage should have inflivted such = curse
upon a mazden for so trifling a pmvocatmn. LBy
e excluding the curse, the legend assumes a natural
Mtorienton and historical form, A Ksha,tnym, whilst hunting
in the forest, falls in love with the daughter of a
Brdhman, and prwmla upon her to accept him as
0 hex husband by what is called a Gandharya mar-
YRRt s ma,g_e. This Gandharva marriage is an, uunmaly It

L riage, funion
. withot - 18 hlnlply a union ]uumpted by mutual demre and
mnmw A A o

% The bare statement that the city of Hastinpur was founded by Hastin, the
gon of Bhawata, 1s not Without value.  Ace wovding to Toval tyadition the original
seat of the empire of Bharata was much farther to the north-west, namely, at the
site now oceupted by the ruins of Takh-i-Bahi, {n the country of the Yasufzais to the
northward of Poshawnr.  (Seo Bellew'’s Report on the Yusufanis, P36 s
therefore easy to infer that the Aryans pashed on from the neighbowrkood of
Poshawur in a south-eastarly direction through the Punjab until they reached the

- banks of the Ganges, whore they ereoted qu mltpmt at Hastinfpuor.

4 It may be rémarked that Durvisas appears os the most iraeeible sago in the
whole range of Brahmanical tra®oN. Ho cursed Indva ¢o that he ot his streng th
and sovey ma;uty mercly because he dropped a flower which had been given him by
‘the sages! The mythical gharacter of Durvisas is well (llsi}l'qmd in the fable of thc
Inrth of Karnn, which will be relau,d further on, .




i

-'Ieglsla.fzor, Manu, probabl} to cover the scandal o

the! lawless amours in which the Kshatriyas in-

dulﬂed ‘and is entitled Gandharva, because such
unions prev&uled largely amongst the Gandharvas,
or mountain tribes on the western Hnmiw) as. Manu
however declures that none but Kshatriyas may con-
tract such marriages; and he denounces them as
baso marriages, the offspring of which will act
orutally, speak untruthfally, and abhor the Vedas.*

Telwanny TRADmioNs | | lag K

immated i ari , mnar nonies Hfsﬂ*ok‘i m’
m t without y pwhm ary cerel et

 whatever. | It was legalized by the Bra,hmamcal Pagt 11'. i

Bat to return to the qtm'y The IKshatriya in Reugtanceof

the Kshatriye

questlon pre evailed upon the Brihman’s errrhter to toacknowledee
| yleld to his desires by engaging to marry her, and

giving her his ring as a pledue of his troth. He
then abandoned the damsel, and roturned to his
own city. Subsequently the damsel found that she
was about to become a mother, and accordingly
proceeded to the house of the Kbh&tl‘l‘/’& to demand

the daughter of
» Bréhmanto ba |
Tilg wife,

the fulfilment of his promlse. Unfortunately, she

had lost the ring, and in the absence of such ovi-
dence the Kshatriya convenmnﬂy forgot his engage-
ment to marry the daughter of a priest. U ltlm%tel ¥
when the ring was found and he either saw or heard
of the exploxts of Bhdrata in taming lions, he ac-
knowledged the young hero to be his gon, and made

the mother his chief Rdnf. The question of WRLY totertorttyotinel | :
Brihwan to the
l(whntrwn inthe |

the Kshatnya. was reluctant to acknowledge the

| daughter of a Brdhman to be his wife, will be solved
{ hereafter, when it will be seen that in the Vedic
Aperiod the Brahman held an inferior rank to the

Kshatriya. The reason for the interpolation of the

:i SRk AT S

¢ Manu, ¢. 1T v, 26, 82, 41.
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%rm or myth respectmg the Curse. of Durv{asa w111 then, in
raw i, like manner, become apparent ; it was intended to
| T esplain the reluctance of the Kshatriva, without
wounding the pride or lowermg the abbumptwn o{
|  the later Brdhmans,”
I-':-%r};}“g;ﬁ::;}.ff . The gecond legend, namely, ﬂld,t of RaJa. Séin«-_
i ~tapny turns uwpon a more natural event. ' Sdn tmm
was third in descent fr 011 Bh,imta,. 'l‘he Icgend 18
as follows :-—

i .I }hjlragh{gf}u v Now Raja Santanun, the great-g grandson of Bll:iéatr;,, ;
|| lrayoungwite: veigned in much glory in the city of Hastindpur, and he
it o8 had many sons by the goddess Gang4,® but only one lived
to be a man, and his namo was Sgntanava. And it came to
pfa,ss that when Raja Sintanu was very old, He desired to
matry a damsel who should be young and ben.ut}fu] and
Bauntanava found snch a damsel as hig father desived.  But
the parents of the girl would not give her to the Raja,
- saying - If onr daughter bear sons to the Rajn, they wikl
i neither of them succeed to the Raj; for when Sintann dies
bl vmv ofhisson his son  Stntanave will become Raja.”? Then Séntanava
o Bantanava, who i i i
--_,.mm?wé%? determined to sacrifice himself in ovder to gratify his father;
i '5-};‘;:- ot awe and ho made a vow to the parents of the damsel, SAyIng ;-
“If you will give your daughter in marriage to my father,
I will mever accept the Raj, or marry a wife, or become  the

fahher of chﬂdreu by any woman ; so thctt i your da,ucrhn,r

§ Bakuntald’s own birth is lost in a myth, wl m,h Was probably iu tamded to
exalt Hor origin. - She 18 vepresented ag being not the real but the adopted daughe
tey of Kanwa the spge. 'Hm real fathey is w.ll %o have been Viewfonitra, a/sage
who is celebrated in Brahmenical legond o aceount of his having been orig ginally
a Kshatriya, who subsequently beeame a Briliman as the rdward (3} ‘of his ans.
texitios. . Her mother was a celostial nymph named Menaka, Lhe myth 'is of 1o
value, and way be dismissed a8 & pure fabrication.

A tradition has been presovved in Ilebrew history which bewrs a curious re-
semblance in some points to thai, of Bakuntals and the ring, oxeepting that it is

- free from mythical matier,  See the story of Judah and Tamar, Gen, Xxxviii. 12
26,

8 'lh( idea that Santanu had children by the goddess Gangh, who is somgs
times regarded as the genius or gpirit of the river Ganges, and sometimes ng the
river :tselt is oue of those seuseloss myths by which the Brahmans sought to
glonfy the ancesty of the later Rajas,




'bem- a'son tq t-he Raga, tha’o son ahall succeod hu:n n the nmmaﬁY of
| Raji??. And the vow of Sintanave beoame noised abroad, 1}3:: ;"L i

and evee from that day ho went by tho name of Bhishma, et
or “the ﬁwadful 7 Bocanse of his dreadful vow.” And the

ol parents of the danmel oave her in marriage to T{a]& Sdn-

. tanu, and her name was Satyavati; and she bore two sons

(0 the Raja.  After this, Raja Sfntanuwas bowed down peth narjah
with age, and his soul departed from his body ; and he left a1

o his twd younger sons, and their mother, Satyavati, unde,r

the care of his eldest son, Bhishma.

The. foregoing legend of Raja Séntanu calls for Taviow of e
but little remark. That an aged Raja should sigh orfasisaiic -
. after the pleasureq of maftrimony, and desire to . '
. magry a young and blooming damsel, is an incident
by no means unfrequent; but the idea that a son
should sacrifice’ his right to the succession, and
devote himself to a life of celibucy, for the sake of
. gratifying a doting father, can only be aseribed fo
| that exaggerated idea of filial obedience which
" appears to be peculiar to the Hindds. Henceforth phhnsaled

ing characiue in

Bhishia becomes the patriarch of the family, and i,‘i{’f’“"’" it

is represented as a model of faithfulness and loyalty;
- and indeed stands forth as one of the leading chax-
acters in the Mah4 Bhdrata. |
The third legend, na,mely, that of R‘%}ﬂ, Vichitra- e
it vfrya., involves two questions of considerable import- "**

. ance, namely, the real extent of the Raj of Bhdrata,
and the ctmnectmn of the sage Vyiisa with the myal

7 An inatance of the mjtry to which a som is exposad in the effort to gratify

8 ‘Q.n uged {ather, 13 to be found in the family history of the late Ameers of Beinde,

' Meer Boostum was the eldest son of Meer Sohrab, who was the founder of the
Talpoora dynasty in Upper Scinde, and died in his eighty-gixth year in 1830,
+ Poor Mear Roostum prooured a young wife for his aged father, and the voung
wife gave birth fo the present Ali Moorad, who suhsu;umtly deprived Mecr

M Roostum of his Raj, and effected his utter ruin. It was o ¢urious question at the

time whether Ali Moorad did not owe & debt of gratitude to Meer Roostum for
that interveution without which e could scarcely have beew born,



-THE MEA mmm

Al msmmr oF house at Hastméipur. Bcfore, howmrer openmg up
[ INDIA, -
et these dwcussmns, the Iegend. nmy be mlatul a8

T follows f—

_{,ﬂ{;“‘g:’;ﬂ_' When the days of momming for Raja. "Sﬁntanu were
e Lsao.fully over,! the faithful Bhishma refused to become Raja,
" and placed the elder of his two half-brothers upon the
throng ; but the young Raja was haughty and arrogant, and

ho went to war against the Gandharvas, who dwelt upon the

v hills, and he was glain by the Raja of the Gandbarvas.
¢m:::m% i Then Bhishma placed the younger brother upon the thmne,
e and ruled the Raj until he should be grown ; and the name

i ~of the young Réja was Vichitrasvirya. !
LegendofBhish  In process of time Bhishma and the Réni Sat} :wa,h

| ma, carrying
| away the thve hegan to think of procur ing wives for Raja Vichitra-virya,

1 { dml];}ltar'i of the

fhagn of Bonares that he might perpetuate the race of the great Bhérata.

to be wives to . i i J
o Miehtoeviess, And’ it was told to Bhishma that the Raja of Kdsi® had

three daughters, and that the Raja wag celebrating o
Swayamvars in order that they might choose their own
husbands, 8o Bhishma thought in his heart that the three

damsels ‘might become wives to Vichitra-virys; and he

ordered his chariot and drove to the city of Kdsi, that he

might see them with his own eyes,  And Bhishma beheld
the damsels, and saw that they were very beautiful ; but
the city was filled with Rajas from all quarters of the
world, who desired to wed them. And Bhishma did nob!

waib for the day of the Swayamvara, nor did he sk the/
Raga, to give his daughters in marriage to Raja Vlchltl'.].-'
A virya; but he seized the three damsels, and placed them in
| iangdreats his own chariot, and challenged every Raja present to do|
Auaves, him battle. Then the Rajas attacked Bhishma in great
pHl wrath ; butshe was strong in arm, and skilful in the use of
weapons ; and he fought and conguered them every one, so|

T that there was not another Raja left to come ont against him.
| Mhe Rust Satya- Thus did Bhfshma win the danghters of the Raja of Kisiia ,and|

vali resolves to

| ey tho theeo Gy 'y them away in triumph o the city of Hastindpur.

damsels to her

il g Now when Bh’ishm& had brought the three damsels mto

® Kasi was the ancaent name of the city of Benares,



ot e T S L

"ﬁhﬂ c-1t-y, he tocﬂc them to i;he paIawe, a,ud lefi thcm mtro tlm *msmn"
presence of the Rénf, and told her how he had carried them phen i

6 & *hE‘&MKLY ‘IJ'EAbI’I‘fIB‘iS

INDIAL

away to he wives to Vichitra-virya. And Satyavatl was -
much pleased with the beauty of tho damsels, end she be-
stowed great praises npon Bhishma, and resolved on marry-

| dug them to her son, the Raja, Buf when the day had come Ambva, ool

, sty 0
on. which the martiage was to. be performed, the eldest of e piasriah v
sheisalnlady

the three, whose name was Ambd, prayed the Rini noti to vetrovhed,
marry her to the Raja, saying :—-“ My father hasalready be-

trothed me to the Raja of Salwa, snd [ entreat you to send

me to Salwa, for T cannot marry a second husband.””  And
the Rén{ replied +—“Two wives will suffice for my son; there-

b fore let Ambd go to the hounse of her hushand.”  So Bhish-
. ma sent Ambd under a safe-conduct to the Raja of Salwa;

and Ambii told the Raja how she had been. carried away by

-Bhfshma, and had come to fulfil her betrothal. But the Miscrably fateof i
' Baga of Salwa replied :— You have entered the dwelling of '

Ambi.

a strange man, and I will nofi take o woman to be my wife
who has seen the face of a strange man.” Then Ambd wept
very bitterly and said = O Raja, no man has wronged me,

- and Bhishma is the last man who would lay his hand upon
‘& woman, becanse of his dreadful vow: If, however, you

cannot take me to be your wife, T pray you to receive me as
your concubine, and suffer me to dwell here under your pro-
tection.””  Bub the Raja would not listen to her words, but

i csrdm’ed his servants to thrust her out of his city; and she

wenﬁ into the jungle and perished very miserably.’
Mgaz'm_bime_ the marriage ceremonies of Raja Vichitm-virym_ﬁgw of |
were ‘performed in the palace at Hastindpur, and the two R

younger daughters of the Raja of Kasi became his wives.
- And thltra»vﬁ'ya took greu,b delight in his wives, and hig

days passed away in much joy ; bub after a while he sickened Death of Vi
chitra-virya

and withered away until he died ; and he left no child behind without issue.
him, nor had either of hig two wives any hope of becoming

9 The story of Ambh is overlaid with a muss of m]rthical matter, which: has
been eliminated from the above text as mere unmeaning fabrication, Thus she is
vaid to haye met with the mythical hero Parasu Réma, who vainly tried to avenge
her cause, but whosa real home was more than a thousand miles from }I.wtm&pur,
on the Mahendra mountain near the coast of Coromandel. .



ms umﬂ BH&R&'PA.

. 'BI&NM OFla mather Aud the two Wﬁd’ws wera ﬁlled with sm‘mw, anc'l'
Iff;?ﬁ : “the Réni Satyavat{ wept vory bztterly, for Rer two gous were
~ dead, and neither of them had left a son to pel‘petuate tahe

. race of Bhérata,
| A;Ide;{g ﬁgom Now the custom was that when & tan died and 1@11‘, no
w 3131 }?mdﬁm- son, hig brother or near kinsman toc-k his widows, and rag_agrl
" up seed to tho dead man. So after some days the Rini bat-
yovati said to Bhishma :— Take the Raja’s widows, T pr a,y

- yoti, and raise up sons that shall be to him as his own sons.”
Bhi“hm“w* But Bhfshma repliod :—* How can I do thisthing 7 Have 1
i) ' mot vowed a vow that I would never become the father of
"""v:,m e snge, children by any woman ¢’ So Satyavati called upon a king-
vippuested to in.

Jtefere: | man of her own to do her bidding ; and his name was Vydsa.
i . Now this Vydsa was a great Brihman sage who dwelt in the
0 jungle; and his form was terrible to behold on acconnt of
uiﬂ:thammﬁ his many ansterities. And Vydsa proceeded to the palace

i of

"_":ﬁli{:!r{m:;'gh%_ at Hnshnsqnu- and fulfilled the wishes of the Ridni; but his

du the pute s presence filled the widows with tervor, 'The first widow
((slaveborn. . ghub her eyes when she heheld him, and she gave birth to'a
S ey “gon who was blind, and who was named Dhrimréélma.- and
A the second widow was so white with fear that ¢he gave birih
) I e " to a son who was palo, and who was named Péndu.  Then
LB Satyavati requested Vydsa to become the father of a third
son, who should be without blemish; and the first widow
would not go to him, but arrayed hor maid-servant in gar-
ments of her own, and sent her to the sage in her stead;

and the servant gave birth to a third son who was na,med
Vidura. Thus were horn three sons to the royal honse at
Hastingpur; namely, Dhritardshtra, the blind ; Pﬂnc'h:l, the

pale ; and Vidura, the shvew'bnru.

-ii_}g;;’;;;“gﬂ%‘gm The foregoing legend of Raja Vichitra-vir ya. 18

| Yot one which demands a careful consideration. - The

epening portion of the story is simple and natural,
The old Raja Séntanu was dead, and hig youthful
‘Rén{ appears to have lived many years after him as
M audonto’ & matron and Queen mother; and it may be 1o-

Bati in

i ﬁ%‘%n"&?‘?fﬁf@ marked thut neither in her cage, nor in that of her



"5__"Bhishm¢, in faithful adherence to his vow, had

org-in- Iaw, is therp amy refereme to f'he mt@ of i3 F; .
_ '.b&bl, or that of the widow burning herself alive
+with the body of hoer deceased hnsband. Meantime

iplaced the song of Satyavati in suecession upon the
| throne of H whindpur. . The first was slain in a wav
Wll‘.h- a neighbouring tribe of Hill men ; and the
survivor, although only a boy, was acknowledged
' o be Raja, whilst Bhishma as guardian managed Al
| the affairs of the Raj. At length the young R"i&ﬁ;’;‘:ﬁi‘g‘ﬁf‘ r'a’fu»
appr@aﬂhed the age of ma,nhoud, and it became 4 bonsenolds
~ mecessary to prowdo him with a wife or wives; '
'\ aquestion which is always considered of the highest
_importance in Hindd households, where the mar-
. ringes of sons or daughters are arranged by parents
o guardians, without any reference to the inclina-
tions ‘of the parties conecerned, who indeed are
generally so young as to have no inclinations at all. |
! The tradition of the marriage of thltm-vfzya Suspicions -

racter of Lhe e

to thc daughters of the Raja of Kdsi is, however, &t R e |

- very ob%curr‘ Tt would scem from the story that i itanere
| Kasf could have been at no great distance from b
Hastindpur ; for Bhishma drove there in his chariot,

: ',f&nd drove back again in the same chariof with three A
young' damsols. But Kiési is the ancient name of 3&?32'}?&3'1?;?;-
| Benares, and Benarcs is five hundred miles from *%7

. Hastindpur as the crow flies. Moreover, m the
- Vedie age the Aryans could have advanced bt

a compara,ﬂvely small way into the north-west

quarter of India ;| rmrl there is reason fo believe

that Hastindpur  was an Aryan outpost in that

diroetion 3 for it will be seen hereafter that when

a branch 0f the family migrated southward from

~ Hastindpur to the neighbourhood of Delbi, they |



e ';PHE mxm BHARAT‘A._ Al

| msigqo}% oF fomld an untleared Jungla. | Indeed ‘the whole
| Paxr 1L reo*mn south and west of Ha stmépur appears, as far
i asthe descendants of Bhirata are concerned, tobe a
i %E;?j;iﬂ%ff' land of fable, which was peopled by a wild and can-
. Yedieperiod. | mibal race known ag Asuras and Rékshasas, who were
i a pre-Aryan race, and the natural enemies of the
Aryans. Accordingly, the legend may be regarded

a8 an instance, of which there are many in the Mahd

Bhdrata, of the extent to which the later manipula-

tors of the traditions set geography at defiance for

the sake of associating later Hindd dynasties with

the famous heroes of the house of Bhévata. It is,
| pravitity e however, difficult to say whether the Brahmanical

i I_utherthe- udd-
Memorthe  compilers invented the story or merely borrowed it

| Byshmansinter-
O pamette  from the Buddhists ; for though Benaves is regarded
by the Brélmans ag a holy city, it is sflll more
fumous in Buddhist tradition. = Either way it is easy
to conceive that the name of Kdsi has been substi-
tuted for that of a city very much mearer to Has-
tindpur ; and by adopting this simple llypothmw not:
~only does the whole story become credible, but
actually throws fuvther light upon the cnnditmn of
| the ancient Kshatriyas in India. |
}g;n&r_fhmmtm» . The story that Bhishma carried away the three
om0 danghters of a nucrhbourmg’ Raja to become wives
to his young half-brother is, however, in accordance
with the rude manners of the Kshatriyas, a]though
the statement that he conquered every Raja in the
city borders on the miraculous, and is indeed an
interpolation for which it is not difficalt to assign a
ﬁ‘?,ﬁ‘&‘;‘?ﬁ‘; o reason. The Kshatriyas were foreign settlers, sur-
 Shapiw, - rounded on all sides by an uborwmal population ;.
"3??'31‘125‘?11@; and they had probably brought with them buf fow

. wnmen :tmm their na.twe homes beyond the Indus.




: _Uneler such cu'cumstanceq the abductmn of women m&mﬁo-.,
. was to be expeyted and indeod appears to have Pann

: ._ibccm very common. Even the Brahmanical law- =

i makers were cnmpel]ed to recognize such 1rrurular

"'-,proceedmrrs, inserting, however, a clause that no one
. but a Kshatriya should be permitted to commit such
. an act, and that even a Kshatriva would not be
-justlﬁed unless he had first overcome all the friends
' ‘and kinsmen of the damsel.’® ' Accordingly, such
" being  the law, the Brahmanical compilers were
. naturally anxious that Bhishma should appear to
comply with it, even at the expense of a miracle.

_ of Ambé, who pleaded that she could not marry G
' Raja Vichitra-virya because she had already been
‘betrothed to the Raja of Salwa. In all probability
this incident is a later myth, and may have been
ingerted ab the same time that the name of Kiasi was .
apparently substituted for that of some city less dis-
0 tant | from Hmtnmpur. It is scarcely compatible
i with the primitive manners of the patriarchal age,

‘to which the story of the great war evidently be-

Ilongs, and 1t is albon'ct]ler forelgn to the idea of a

i “’ The Brsdm'l.mcal law i6 thus stated by Manu - The seizure of 8 maiden by
i fotce From hew hougs, while she weeps and calls for assistencey/after hor kinsmen
; __ds have been slain in battle, or wounded, and their houses broken open,
1 tl‘.m marriago styled Rakshasa”  Manv, 111, 33, 'The name Rékshasa was in-
disoriminately applied to the aboriginal races, and consequently the ovigin of the
| custom thus sanctioned by Manu is to be found in tho wirs befween the Aryans
- and ahongmca In another place it is said to be allowable only to the Kshaari-
yad, Comp. Ma.nu, ITT. 24, 41. The distinction between a Rikshasy and &
Gandharva marriage will bo readily perceived, In tha former the woman was
carried away h} force; in the 1uther the connection was the resulf; of mntual inglin-
ation,
{The smrmty of women af Hastinfpuy, and the fhmculty of forming s\uta‘hlc
: alh ances, will be noticed heveafter, a8 this condition of society may have led to the!
fnstitution of polyaudry, and judging from one half-mythical legend sooms to have
led indir :\cﬂ} to the. migration of a volony of Amazons to the Ru_] of Hastmapw,,

The next point worthy of attention is tho story Mthi
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of a daughter of a Raja. Indeed, the father of Ambd
could scarcely have undertaken to celebrate her
. Swayamvara after he had betrothed her to another
Raja.  The legend, however, is worth preserving,
as 1llustrating those lator ideas of chastity and purity
- which still prevail amongst the Hindus."

But the most remarkable incident in connection
o« with Raja Vichitra-virya is the alleged intercourse
between Vydsa, the Bréhmon sage, and the Raja’s
widows. The barbarous custom of raising up sons
to a deceased kinsman Lcrt.:tinly prevailed amongst
the anecient Aryans. It is ﬁcqucutly enjoined in

| Brahmanical law, but is prohibited in the present

age, and is especially prohibited to the three twice-
born castes of Brahmang, Kshatriyas, and séchras:?
A similar custom was also recognized by the Mosaic
law, and indeed is common to many nations in which
an undue stress has been laid upon the necessi ity for
the birth of progeny who should perpetuate tho

Ll ry that V- family name. But the story the tt\yfis‘z was the

sn, tho sage,
eame the pro-
- penitor of the
A aravas and
'-'ledmn.s,
roved to be i«
r myth,

kinsman selected on the present occasion, and that
he thus became the direct ancestor of the Kauravas
and Pindavas who fought in the great war, is open
0 the gravest suspieion; and a brief consideration
of the traditionary life of the sage, and the guarter
of India in which he flourished, will suffice to prove
that the story is a mythical interpolation of a lator
age.

Y The country of Salwa has been identified with & part of Rajusthan, or
Ra;putsma, at o considorable distance to the southowest of Hustinfpur.  (Sce
Wilson's sote, Vishmu Purara, p. 177.)  The identification of the lunq.l.ny of the
pmaent myth ean however be of little value,

12 Sae Colebroke's Hinda law, Vol IL. p. 466, of seg. Traces of ﬁm ancient

Custom may still be found amongst the lower orders of Hindas,




'.!‘MDITIOH Si

]u the f‘ vt pla.ce, zt mav be remarkcd thaf, msmmf y
INDIAL
:tmnngat all the Brédhman sages of u11t1q uity who 410 | Pt

' famous for their learning thelr austeritios, and their g
- miracles, fow can be vompared with the Rishi Vya.sa. iﬂ?"mwmi
The real history of tlis Rishi is, however, lost in a0
K .Juno-le oflegend.  He is said to have been the ille- g?}'r: u‘ffn‘&ﬁ%‘;,g.f:”: i
| gitimate son of a fish-girl, named Matsya, who was g i Fesiens | )
i -"émployed as @ ferry-woman on one of the many iy
' small rivers which intorsect eastern Bengal, and flow
into the Bralmaputra. The native country of Vydsa -
| iwould ‘thus correspond to the modern distriets of
Dinajpur and Rangpur, on the western bank of the
: Brahmaputra, and gituated about a thousand miles
i '_,frnm Hastindpur: ~ His Orlgmal name was Krishna- 169’1"3;:‘& l?ﬁﬂ
il "-Dme:iyfma, but ha.vmrr become famous as the com- 'ﬂ{yj{;f‘;;}ﬁ‘{g*;a.
_ piler of the Mahd Bhémt—ar and the Vedas, he is |
 widely known by the name of Vydsa, or ¢ the ar-
| __-rangér.” Other Brahmans probably assisted in this
' gigantic undertaking, and went by the name of

 Vydsa, and these Vydsas are the meun who have

falsified the Kshatriya traditions for the purpose of
px‘f'n&:mlgatmv the teneis and exalfing the pretcnnmns
"af' their tribe.” i |
. One of the principal obJects of these Brahmanical grtsotiie

manival

' eompllm's lias been to persuade the Hindiis that the wmn:}g*;ﬂhgohfj_ﬁ R

famo‘__s'-heroes of the Mahd Bhérata were descencled ﬁ}*ﬁ;’:&‘,‘:ﬁm
ndants of

| _'frbm the Bréhmans. It has already been seen that Biowans,

_ 13 In the Vishnu I‘urfum there is o Ilst of t“anl.y—mght. Vyhsas, uldmu' w1fﬁ
the groat Muni Krishna-Dwaipayana, who is populaily rigrarded as the author of thie
Maha. Bhifirata, althongh, in foct; he 15 only the compiler or editor, The list, hows
ever, like all ists of names, genealogical or otherwise, which have been preservcrl
in the sacrod hooks of the Hindas, has been 8o gavbled by the Bralimans as to he
uselvse for the purposes of history. | The mythical character of the Puranic list of
Vyhsas is abundantly proved by tha insertion of such' names as Brihma, Manu,
Yama, and Tndra! Tt should be added that these names are not merely patrony-
mics which might possibly have heen upplwd fo different »ageq lmt evnlcnﬂ y refm
to the' gods themselves, 3
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as i:he Kshatmyas boasted that they had descendod
. from the Moon, the Bréhmans added to the myth

a Bréhman Rishi. In the present instance they
state that Matsya, the fish-girl of eastern Bengal,
was identical with Satyavatf, the damsel who/ mar-
ried Raja Sdntanu at Hastindpur; that Satyavati
wasg the mother of Vydsa by an illicit amour prior
to her marriage; and that Vydsa was the kinsman
who was invited to raise up sous to the deceased
Raja. 'The reason for this myth is obvious. Two
of the sons who were subsequently born, na,mely,
Dhritardshtra and Pindu, ultimately became great

Rajas, and the fathers of the men who fought in

the great war. The supernatural details which the

| !ﬂwwl&ﬁm % compilers have introduced for the purpose of ren-

e sn

W byl :h::rm
ter ol ite detnils,

dering this myth acceptable to the Hindis, suffi-
ciently betray the whole design. A fish is said to
haye carried away in its stomach the germ of a boy
and girl, of whom a Raja was the father, Subse-
quently, the fish was caught by o fisherman, who
found the boy and girl alive in its stomach, and
sent the boy to the Raja, and brought up the girl

as his own daughter. The girl grew up and was

employed to ferry passengers across a viver. She
way very handsome, but had a very fishy smell ;
and a famous Rishi, named Pardsara, fell in love
with her, and induced her to yield to his desives by
promiging to remove the fishy smell, and to restore
her virginity. The intercourse took p]ace beneath
a cloud of thick darkness, which the pious Rishi
produced by a miracle in order to escape observa-
tion; and immediately afterwards the ferry-girl gave
birth to a son, who, in a foew moments, became 2



ffuILgmwn mn. 'l‘th son was Vy{wa,, i tald msm okt |
~ his mother that he was going off to the jungle to
spend his whole life in devotion ; but that if ever

she required his services, she had only to wish for
hig presence, upon which he would instantly appear
 before hery Accordingly, he went away, whilst his
- mother found that her fishy smell was uhangcd to a
delicious perfume, and that she was a virgin as before.
- Bubsequently, she became the wife of ltaga Séntanu
. under the circumstances described ; and when Raja
. Vichitra-virya died childless, she thought of Vydsa,
. who 1n1mecha.tely appeared and did her bidding

 This preposterous myth is not only a m:unfcst Lenacityof Min

: '_fa.lzsehood but its whole tone is so widely different {1:3:‘;:‘;:;:;‘;::“‘?;:

from that of the Kshatriya tradition, that it is diffi- i

‘vies, which oaxys

: culb to understand how the two could have heen not b doubie

wibthout -

possxbly amalgamated.  In the present place it hag "

been shorn of many details still more extravagant
- and repulsive, but it may yet serve as a fair specimen
- of the Brahmanical fables which abound in the Mah4
Bhérata, At the same time this fable, like every
~ other which has found its way into the sacred books,
s nnphcltly believed by the Hindiis. The ignor-
‘ance of the masses as regards the actual geography
of Indxa has enabled the Brahmanical compilers to

| igmore the vast tract of land, at least s thousand

. miles, which intervenes betweeu the native country
- of Vydisa and the city of Hastindpur; whilst the

| gmss superstttlon of the people has induced them to
-give the most entire and unquestioning credence to

any fable or miracle however monstrous, provided rrguent sp-

PART '[t

1 belief i
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only that it be represented as a religious niystery, nyticl Vyiss,

in anabrapt or

or as an article of faith which cannot he doubted swemial

manner,

without heinous sin, It must, however, be remarked

-

ihmughout the
Malii Bhara.ta.



-- rml':u. of Bhé.rata, the sage becumas over aﬁor»vards an
e 1mportant pemon%e in the Epic.  Ho is mtroducod
upon all occasions, and geue:ally V) supematural
manner, for the purpose of giving wearisome ddvice
of a Brahmanical character, or relating some tedious
and unmeaning legend. Pr_actlcally, however, his
| presence is nmever necessary to the story, and the
‘Brahmanical interpolations respecting this sage can
be generally eliminated from the Kshatriya tradition
(without any mutilation of the more authbntw le-
gend.'
:'Kshghrimtmdt- By rejecting the myth that Vytisa was the son

:_thm of the cus-
wutsisnew of the dowager Rénd, and accepting the hypothesis

' heiny to 8 do- _

i ﬁmﬁé‘ with that some other kinsman performed the duty of rais-
- thastary of _ il e D MR i
Jmin, = ing up sons to the deceased Raja, the original Ksha-
(0 friya tradition is at once perceptible, and moreover
displays a truthfulness to human nature which throws
a new light upon the barbarous custom wrth whieh'
it is conmected. In the bheautiful story of Ruth this

- barbarity does not appear, for her husband had been

1 Ome circumstance may seem to militate ngainst the hypothiesis whieh roférs
Vybua to castern Bengal, namely, that fhere ave apparently two conutries entitled
Mumya, one heing in the neighbourhood of J cypir in Rejputasa. The word
Matsya, however, signifies < fish,'? and not only 15 eastern Bengal bmtm‘ntl) a fish

(tountry; but lucal tradition is very strong in favour of its being the birth-place of
Vyasa. ‘Fhese conditions are not to be found in the neighbourhood of Feypir,
1t may, however, be remarked that the diffigul % of approximating to truth 'in
geographical identification is somewhat appalling. * Local tradition will sometiies
settle the question, but even that is frequently untrustworthy, for the logal treadis
tions of widely distant countries will often refer to oue and the same event.  Thus
3t will appear hereafter that in the case of a country named Virata, local tradition
is pqually strong in Guzerat’ and Beugal; and the r'a.pllal of this perplexing
”eou.ntry is still called Matsys.  As for the Pundits, T haye found men who may
e almest saiil to have the whole of tha Mahé Bhavata and Rémayana by heart,
and yot with the exception of & féw prominent places they ave uths*lv ignoran, of
 the geography. ' T once put & few questions of the kind to a very leaxmed Pundit
thruugh a thivd party, and his veply was most giguificant, | # T am sixty-five years
0ol ago,” i he fssud “and T was never asked for such information before.””




! Dhrltarﬁshtra,, 13, chiefly of importance as bringing
B _I'_thelr respeetive sons upon the stage, who were known
a8 the Pandavas and Kanravas, and who ultimately

""dﬁad i lfmg fnme, aml the pom‘ Wld.(]W was anxious HISTORY
| ' INDIA.
e find favour in the eyes of Boaz, But for a widow | Pam
| to be eompelled to receive a strange man whilst her T
gnef' is still fresh, is foreign to the womanly instinet ;

 the case of the two widows of the deceased Raja. S
| The aspect of the kinsman is said to have exeited blﬁmﬂmmﬁ 0!

and this disinclination s exqumtely illustrated in

ror of the

A their alarm,” and thus has given rise to the curious Dl
. tradition of the birth of the blind Dhuvitar: gshtra, the /1
i .-'pale Péndu, and the slave-horn Vidura. '

I'he fourth legend, which refers to Pdndu and ith, Lesendot

Panaduy, and
Dhe 1tmﬁahf~m .

i en;a,aged in the famous war which forms the leadmg

. fully educated by their uncle Bhishina ; and they wore.
hmght the rules of good conduct and polite manners, and

: .':'-pmcmsed in the use of amus. And Bhishma ruled the Raj panau instalicd.

until the} should be grown ; but when they were of suffi-

' (m,nb age, Dhritardshtra was set aside becanse of his blind-

subject in the Mahd Bhéxa.ta,. The narrative iy as
follows it i i
. When Dhritar‘ishtm, the blhind, .md Péndu, the pale Rducationof the

thréo sansg

sr.nd Vuium t g-bort 3 ~ vaised up to Vie
; the slave-bomn, were )at boys, they were care P e

Rajoof Bluinu&.

uess, and Vidara because his mother was a slave. Ho the
Rzg fell to Pa’indu, tmd he Was msballed by Bhishma as llaJa,

of thimta

After ﬂus Ba';a Pnidn mamed two wives, and thmr Pandumares | |

: TWOWives, .‘lulnﬂ-' b
‘pames were Kunti and Mdadrl.  Now Kuntf was the sudMadd. |

'a&npted daughfer of Kuunti-bhoja, & Raja who dwelt in the
.Idehya mountains, but her rveal father wis  Sura, the
'granch"a.ther of Knalma, and she became the mfe of Pindu

- - e e e e e e i e L L L

115 T the ‘t[ah& thmta the terror of the women is said to have hu:n uxcited,

at the gaunt aspect of the sage, who was wasted away with religfons atstorities.

The detaila are related at groat length and with tiuch simplicity in the pocm but |
are nop suite d_ to the tastes of European vcsnlow

Vihs e




