-_,-s'vom oF. hebausa ahe ha:d -chosen hnn a.t her Ewav}*mmrau Blit
__f;f;lﬁ_ Midri was a 1ac1y of the Mudra countrv, whom Bhishma had
: s bought with money and jewels from her brother Snly&, who
Al ‘was the Raja of Madra.

i Relm ot Pindw, | This Rzan;]ﬁ\r Péndu was a mighty warrior, and he carvied
) on many wars, and conquered many countrics, so tha,t in
Iis time the Raj was as great and glorious as it was in the

I "I:”'-'_:Pﬁmiu devotes ' old time of Raja Bhérata!’ But Raja Pindu was much

himealf fo hutits M
inginthe Himé~ given to hunting, and when some yoars had passed away,

i he went away with his two wives to the Himdlaya mountains,
}’iﬁd?ﬂﬁnﬂfm and spent his time in hunting deer. And five sons were
 ssthe Pandaves. horn to Pd ndu, namely, three sons by Kunti, and two sons
i by Midri, and their names were Yudhishthira, Bhi:m,
' Px::g:aumedby Arjuna, Nakula, and Sahadeva.  And it 80 happened that
' one day Pandu shot his arrows ab two deer; and the two
deer woere a Brihman sage and hig wife, who wwore dccom-
panying together in that form; and the Brihman agsumod
v his proper shape and curged Pﬁn&u that he should die in
Al "l'?imgjhevwof the emhbrace of one of hig wives. 'Then Péndu fock the
‘vow of o Brahmachari, and gave all his wealth and gooﬁs to
/.. | the Brihmans, and lived apart from his wives but one day
 misdewth.  he sought; the company of his wifo Mddri, and he perished
iy in her arms according to the curse of the sage.
| Wiad gowier  When Raja Pdndu had thus died, his sons built: up o
| bamgherself funeral pile on which to burn his dead body, and his wives
dend hushand. | digputed together as to which of them should bum hcrsolf
~alive upon the pile with the dead body of the Raja. And
Kunt{ gaid :—* I must burn myself with the Raja, for I was
his first wife and his chief Réni.”? But Madef said :—* Not
i so, for I was his favourite wife, and he died out of love
for me.” And the Brahmans who were there listened to

| all that the two women had to say, and they cle.oided in

'8 Raja Phndu i said to have undertaken a groat campaign, which would
have extended his empire over all Hindustan, from the Punjab to Bengal, and frum
the slopes of the Himalayas to the Vindiya mountains, The Tasarnas, or people
of the Ten Forts, cannot be identified, thou;}: Professor H. H. Wilson thinks that

“they muay ba foand in the neighbourhood of Chattisgurh in the Central Provinees
(see Wilsow's note, Vishnu Puring, p. 186). Magadhi corresponds to the madern
Bahar, | Mithila is the modern Tirhat, famous as the birth-place of Sith, the, wife

ol Rama,




I the 'alﬂa of her dead hushand, and perished in the fire,

; Bﬁg of Bhamba, and he sent messengers, o the Ruja of ot

i Eso Mﬁdr‘f latd hersalf upon bha pi

Me.mtuns the blind Dhrmm dshtra hac rugned over thq m i

Géindhdra, to ask for his danghter Gandhdri in marriage, | RO

| And the Raja of Gindhdra betrothed his danghter to y&rﬂosemld-
| Dheitarsitra y and when tho damsel heard that she was Story aP GRS

At l:ltmi!‘p[

| betrothed to & blind husbind, she tied a handkerchief ing el L
'\ round hor'eyes, so that sho might: be like unto hor lord.. el
| And Gdndhdri was conducted to the citiy of Hastindpur by
e broﬂler Sakuni, and married to Raja Dhritardshira,

__.'_accmdmg o, the ordinance; and thenceforward she ever

| remaied blindfold in the presence of her husband Dhritar. .

. dshtva. | And Géndhdri gave birth to a family of sons, who Sius st Dbstas
i _
o Igmsh them from the P{mda,ms or sons of Pandu,  And the Kuavas,
A eldest of her sons was named Duryodhana, and the chief
-ﬂ-mung his brethren was Duhsdsana,

Mh Lo sl

named Kauravas after their ancestor Kurn, to distine Gandiar,
Enown as tho

Now when Mdadif had burnt herself with the dem[ hocly Kints i s al

Hasthifipurwith

| -‘3’1 R&Jﬂ Piady, Kunif, the fivst wife, seb oub to return to the the fiw sons of |

mty of Hashmipur accompa.me({ by the five sons of the de-

| ceased Raja. ' And Kuyut{ and the five Pindavas arrived af

. the palace, and fold the blind Raja. Dhritardshtra how his

. brother Péndu had perished in the jungle.  And Raja Dhri~
. tardshira wept much at hearing of the death of his brother,

. and duly performed the funeral rites of bathing and offering
oblainnns of yater to the soul of the deceased Pindu.  And AR
 he received his sister-in-law Kunt{ and the five Péndavas gpe P{mdm’m (it

Cdwalt in ftha

 with much uﬁ'ecbtou, and they took up their abode in hiy 5 ;hazm wih : fiid
'--pdltwe a.long with Gindhdri and the Kauravas,

& Ll'a\?iw

The foregomg Ier‘rencl demands gome cnnﬂlﬂem- Rarlaw bbb
rowgmug Wegond !

'tmn | Pandu is saui to have obtained the Raj, be- of Viniu wr

Dhirii, n%wlttm.
cause his. older brother was ‘blind, and his younger ; '

brother was the son of a slave glrl g Sudia. | But
(it seems difficult o understand why the younger

brother should have been taken into consideration.
The white complexion of Péndu wa as however re. Beudu probably

VYOI, T. o



TORY OF ga.r ed-' as al blennah and was probably md‘icﬁtwe of
et leprosy. Accardmnl) it may be inferred that Pdndu
T T would have been oxcluded like Dhritardshtra, had it
| 'not so happened that Vidura was begotten uhon
el slave,
i ﬁ';‘&“}?:é’;ﬁ%ﬁg The marrxag,es of Péndu are aIso doservmg of
bl ﬁ“,g;‘;"“ m - notice. Kuntf was his first and most celebrated wife,
' Rn"l‘::g‘}erofyha but ber origin is involved in some obscurity. = She
B%Ea mﬁo' is said to ha,v.e been the daughter of Kunti-bhoja, a
i Chieftain in the Vindhya mountains, and to have
‘chosen Péndu for her husband at her Swayamvara,
 The statement as regards her birth seems not alto
i gether improbable. The Bhojas, of whom her father
was Chieftain, were a rude race who appear to have
preceded the Rajputs and to have occupied the
V]udh}m mountains in the Malwa country," and it
ig just possible that Péndu obtained a wife from sucl:
\a family. But the statement that Kunt{ chose Péndu
‘at her Swayamvara is open to suspicion, for it seems
scarcely possible that she should of her own accord
have chosen a man for her husband who was white
. complexioned, or who, in other words, prescnted the
(A appearance of a leper. But another statement is
_’Mytgihmﬁuuti added which is still move questionable. She is said
ot b0 have been the daughter, not of Kunti- bhoja, but
kg of a Chieftain named Sura, who belonged to the Y-
dava tribe; and it is added that Sura and Kunti-
bhoja were friends, and that the latter was childless,
and therefore Sura presented him with Kuntf, whilst
still an infant, to bring up as his own daughter,

g;; orﬂm' oy Now Sura, was the grandf’ather of the celubrated

i J-'.

{ i {Jomp Wilsows safe to Vishhu Purna, pp. 186, 418. ’I‘ha tar 111( oi }Jhﬂjttﬂ
e m:ﬁ said to be still represented by the Dhar Rajas. Relics of the tribe iy also
. be found in westorn Hgliar, '




S T L T N e R e et S

3 Knahﬂa,:mid the unp1 obable story of h1s glvmg his HISTORY 0

- myth, introduced for the purpose of connecting the -
family of Krishna with that of the heroes of the |
- Mahd Bhdrata, The extraordinary history of Krishna A.lmorthullr&?lr-, |

mariical coms L

"bOth as a warrior and a god will form the subject pilorof the i

to & gréat extent historical, and true to human na-
(ture, but those relating to Vydsa are mythical in-
. ventions of a S:lp{)l"ﬂdtulal character. The result is
that whilst it is easy to eliminate the myths referring

Tmmmm. AR

infant daughter to the Bhoja chieftain seems to be a Sﬁhﬁ‘ b

hié Bharats, |

of consideration hereafter; but it may bo generally Komse

stated that his worship e adopted by the Bréh- ﬁff%ﬁi'?}ﬁﬁ‘%r&f i

ditionsof Krigli

mang, and that the Brahmanical ecompilers of the D B

Mahd thirata especially inculeated the worship of ®#%
. Kyishna ag an incacnation of Vishnn. Accordingly

throughout the Mah# Bhdrata they have endeavoured

. to combine as far as possible the fraditionar v lustury
of Krishna with that of the heroes who fought in the
‘great war, much in the same manner as they have
. brought in the mythical history of Vydsa. There is Conteset -

twentt the Higs

. howeveradifference between the two attem pta which torical tradic

tiong of Krishna

18 hm‘hly swmﬁcant The traditions of Krislina are i the nyth-
speating Vydiss,

il gy Vyé.sa, 1615 difficult to separate the traditions of

. Krishna from those of Bhérata; and thus, whilst it
is impossible to avoid the eonviction that there is no

< real connection between the two series, it is better,
where a.bqolute proof is not forthcoming, to permit
:'ﬂw connection to stand,

The atory of the marriage of Pindu to his second M‘id%hng:i{:r i
LR ;

t
wife Madri1s perhaps less open to suspicion.  Madra drs onthe
...... . soubhern slope

A8, th@ _ancignt. name for Bliootan, and there seems gethe Gimin

o layns,

some  reason for behevuw that MAds belonged to
one of the mountain trlb(,s occupying the southern
slopes of the Himdlayas, but probably much further




PHI'G-_ .a.sad wﬂ;h monoy and Jewels from her brother
" Balya, who is deseribed as the Raja of Madra; and
- the customs attributed to the people of his couutr}
are precigely of that depraved c¢haracter which pre-
i vails to this day amongst the tribes of the Himdlayas.
| Barmtons ous- They indulged in promiscuous intercourse without

| Paar II.

) tome of the pens

L wepfMud - pegard to rehmomlnp They would eat flesh and
fe ._drmk wine until they were drunk, and then would
‘dance together in a medley, If yvictorious in a battle
they never gave quarter to the encuy; but if they
were defeated they made over their wives and chil-
dren to the econquerors without shame or concerin.

Iiimﬂtlfyaqre« The inferences to be drawn from the marriages

rtlﬂ the birth
etk of Pdndu are somewhat vague and unsatisfactory.

- The statement that he obtainel one wife from the
Vx.ndhya mountains, and another from Bhootan, is
open to suspicion ; whilst the further statement that
Kunt{ was the real daughter of Sura, and only the
adopted daughter of 'Kunti-bhoja, is apparently
mythical.’ The compilers of the Mahd Bhirata
have so frequently tampered with the text for the
purpose of associating Krishna or his family with that
of the Péndavas, that it is difficult to accept state-
ments which have that {)b;cct in view. Kor the

i (tllt

1% Bep the oliorges broug wht b) Karna agoinst Salya on the sevepicenth day of
the great war.

19 The Ol\lj pireumstances under which female adoption i3 rccngmaad by the
Hindts i in the case of prostitutes and dansing girls, who ave permitted to adops
daughiters for the pirpose of bringing them up to their own profession,

The traditions respecting Krishua and his family haye been so extensively
gurbled that it is diffieult to arrive at the fagte, Krishna's real pavents are snid
0 have boen Vasudeva, & chief of the Yadavas, and Devaki, @ damse! of the royal
family of the Bhojas, reigning at Mathuri; whilst Nis appuent parents woers
Nanda and Yasodé, a cowherd and cowberdess ‘dwelling at Gokula. ' 1t will be
soen hereafter that the reverse is probably the trath ; that he was veally the son
of & cowherd, bt that his biogeaphers invanted an absurd and 1mpos51ble myth for
the purpose of twqigmng ta him ‘s nobler par untago




- PAMILY THADITIONS.

| provent, therefore, the parentage of Kuntf must bo HIETORY OF
regarded as al'tingetl‘ief'douh‘tfnl. ) A R Jﬁ‘i

| The history of Péndu’s life in the jungle is filled cmnE
with mythical details, which are introduced for the S

| Pandu in tha

sole purpose of aseribing supernatural powers 0. d juge.

. Bréhman’s curse.  He is said to have departed with

_ his two wives to the southern slope of the Himélayas
for the sake of indulging his passion for hunting ;

but, in all probability he retired on account of his \
| The remaining details of his life might A detaily |

e PR R ¢ : L Ui t A T L attenth oris
well be passed over in silence. The wild 1dea of a "o
. gage taking the form of a deer, and the ostentatious
| statement that Péndua gave all his property to the
' Brahmans, are equally unworthy of criticism. = Bub %ﬁsﬂ-iu-a{:‘;.ym-'
G e : . . 4 Madr on hha
the statement that Mddef perished with Pandu upon funl bile of

i ) her husband
A B A iy B Tt | S iy I T} o Bdidn I
 the funeral pile demands some consideration. he Ese iy

original idea of Bati was simply that of sending kg
a favourite wife to keep company with her husband '

_ after death. When the ancient Scythians buried a

" king, they strangled one of his concubines, and

. buried her with hiin, together with his cup-bearer,

- cook, groom, waiting-man, messenger, and favourite

horses.®  Amongst the Thracians there existed a

still move significant custom. Every Thracian had fumeinenc

i N ik im of ehaosing:
‘several wives, and whenever a man died; a. sharp'the st

% A curious Buddhist logend respecting the retirement of hoth a Prineess and
& Raja on aceount of leprosy is to be found in the Mahawansi, A Priucess named
Priy in the ity of Kapila was seized with whife leprosy, and was taken to a disw
*tan$ juagle, and placed in a large caﬁ:. wheve she was supplied with fire, fuel, and
* all kinds of foods ' At the same time Rama, Raja of Benares, was geized with  the
wimo disorder; and abandoned his Raj, and yvotived to the same junglo.  Subse:
quently he found a remedy in the root leaves, fiuit, and bark of a certain tree, and
~ his body bocame as pure as gold. Ultimately he fell in with Priya, cured her
leprosy, and married hier, and they residod in the city of Kali,
9 erodotus, TV, 71, The same idea is brought forward in the story of the
adventures of the Pandavas during the thivteenth year of their exile in the city of
Virata, which will appear further on. ' i



ontest onsued 'hetween hm Wives a8 tn whmh of
" them he loved the best. On such an oceasion a
“number of men and women assembled te hiear the
dmpute, and finally settle the question; and when
| the best-beloyed woman had been chosen, she re-
 ceived the praises of all present, and was then slain
‘over the grave by her next of kin, and buried with
her husband, whilst all the others are said to have
' been sorely grieved at not being thought worthy to
.?’“ﬂg&?ﬁ% o follow their hubbands % The legend of the Sati of
Mananess Madrf s precisely of this chavacter. Madri dis-
-t butes the honour with Kuntf, and urges the civeum-
stances of her husband’s death ay a prnot that she
was the best-beloved, after which she sacrificed her-
. self upon the funeral pile.#® Tlow this extraordinary
vite became gublimed into a re’ll&mus duty ws.ll he

| considered hereafter.
?&?&iﬂ:“\ﬁg& . As regards the birth of the five sons -of'_l""é,n du
‘,‘m'ﬁh’;”g?ﬁs an extraordinary myth has been inserted in the
| Mah4 Bhdrata, which has not been incorporated in
thp foregoing text but whmh may be brmﬁy in-

7 Hpradotu.s, Y. &
2 The extraordinary selfsacrifice of Made is not without  its pmil(rl in
| ‘modern times, Tn 1862, & horrible case oceurved in Rajputans. A wam}eung
Bhat and beggar died in a village af Jodbpuwr. His wife, aged twenty«'cwo, wag
not with him at the time, but arrived at the village one evening' six days after-
wards, acpompaniod by her husband’s brother. She then learmed for the firet
timo that her hasband was dead, and at once declared her intention of hecoming
Sati; bub she is said to have been dissuaded by her husband’s relations, and  to
‘ have: wfnc{l for the night, having apparently abandoned the idea. TIn the night
ler brothor-in-law heard her moving, and saw that she was gollecting yood for a
| fungral pile. Accordingly he aaustc*d her, and when the pile was finished the
poor woman seated herself upow it, whilst Lier brother-in-law seb it on' five, At
‘early dawn the people of the village saw the blaze, and camé up to see what was
the mattezr, when they found that the woman had burnt, mmr‘ to death upen the
At e
The Is.gvnd unw.er, respactmg the Satt of Maded iy pot almguther withous
suspicion, inasmiich as it is the only instince recorded fn counection with the
: fmml}' of Bharata, Neither tho widow of Shntanu nor the mdows of hclntm

¥ 5& pemhnd upnn tho funaral plle . :




xmn‘mm' mamrmns i 71 )

.du,oated hera It is said that Péndn never had. any ka;’ﬁ%]%}ﬂll

children, and that when he took the vows of celi- ameah

‘baey he permitted his two wives to invite tho gods
to their embraces. Awordinfrly Kunt{ became the
 mother of Yudhishthira by Dharma, or personified

| yirtue ; of Bhima, by Viyu, the god of wind; and
of Ar_]una, by Indra, the sovercign of the gods. In
like manner, Mddri became the mother of Nakula
. and Sahadeva by the two Aswins. This myth fur-
. nighes a valuable illusfration of the interpolating

i pro(,ess which has been carried on by the compilers

 of the Malii Bhérata; a process which hos hitherto

 been ummpmchod by the Hindus, although replete :
with senscless confradictions. Thus in the more ‘El{nlpahlemmm

tiong in 11

oy, :mythmal portions of the Mahd DBhérata, the sage pytbicee

 Vydsa constantly appears as the grandfather and " EHm

protector of the Pandavas, whilst tho Piandavas oc-

casionally assume to be the sons of the gods speci-

. fied. At the same time, in the more authentic por-

_ tions the Péndavas are invariably alluded to as the

) _undoub*ed sons of Paudun.

. The marriage of Dhritardshtra and GéndhAri is Stgniftcanco of

- the marviage of
significant from a totally different point of view. Dhrgsiie

| Giéndhéri came from the Gandhdra country, and the e

. history of the Gandharians is somewhat remarkable.

. They were a cognate race with the Kshatriyas, me M

ans a famaus

and fought in the army of Xerxes (B.c. 480) peovie whoe

name s gbillpre- o

armed with bows of cane and short spears, and gHgEM

were associated with the Indians.®  Originally they
‘appear to have occupied Cabul on the upper Indus,
but about the fifth or sixth century of the Christian
era they migrated to the westward, where their

 Hervodotus, VIT. 64, 60,



Kandahar 5 D}mtarélshtm, themfore, does not .-ap-
;,;m‘";;a;j";};’;“ pear to have intermarried, like his successors, with
| Dhettarihir the women of H mdustan ;' but he seems to ha‘m
'__”?é’m.%‘;:“’ sent for a wife fron the country of hiy ancestors, in
L the same way that Isaac and Jacob sought for wives
in the fa.mlly of Nahor. The result was that he did
not indulge in polygamy ; and it will be seen here-
after that Gdndhdri held a position of equality with
her hugband, whick corresponded with the Aryan
idea of marriage.”®  The sons of Dhritardshtra and
‘Gdndhdri were called Kauravas after their ancestor
Kuru, the son of Hastm and it is by this term

that i;hf-y are  generally dl"itlll”‘lllﬁhed from the
'Péndavzm, or sons of Peindu.’;.’ :

26 8o Drofessor Rawlinson's léarned aml valuable Tssay on the obsenre tribes
contained within the empire of Xerxes,  Rawlmson's edltmn of Heradotus,
Yol. 1V, p. 175,

2 Dhritarhshitra {9 said to have had unoth.w gon, mmwzl \uyutau, hy & woman

. of the Vaisya caste; but there is every reason to hﬁllme that the existonce of

Yuyutsu is purely mythical. - According ; to the tradition all the song of Dhrita-

rlisitra were killed in the great war ; mul the repuguance felt at the idea that )ie

shottld die without & son seems to have lad to the introdue tioy of Yuyuﬁs*l he
point will he further noticed bereafter.

2 Another Brabmanical myth of the dsual type has been fvsertod i in t‘tus vt
of the Kebatriya tradition, for the sake of g glorifying the miraculous powers of tht
imaginary and unreal personage; the sage Vyasa. Gandhér 13 said to have mvul :
the existence of her fomily fo the interpocition of this sage. Haying on mm
oecasion hospitably enfertained Vybsw, he offered her o boon, upon which shas rex
quested that she might become the mother of a hundrod sons,  Adee ordingly after
Awo years? pestation, slie produced a lmup of flesh, which Vyhsa divided o .

Cinmdred and one pieces, and placed inas many jarvs, and’ the sons swere ulbic
motely horn from the jors !




CHAPITER II.

BARLY FEUDS AT HASTINAPUR.

HAVING thus disposed. of the group of legends
i whleh refer to the ancestors of the Kauravas and
| Péndavas, it will be necessary to take into consider-
. afion those which ave connected with the early
rivalry which broke out between the sons of Dhui-

| tardshtra and the sons of Pdndu, and which led to

the first exile of the Pindavas. This second series
~of legends, although somewhat interlarded with

myﬂncaﬂ matter, is of considerable historical value.
It throws hght upon the so-called education which
pravadecl in the Vedic age. It illustrates the ve-
© lations which subsisted between the Aryan settlors
and the original inhabitants. It also comprises a
. eurions account of an exhibition of arms, which was
| "ewdently the origin of the later tournament. The

~ main incidents of this portion of the narrative may Man ivcldent. o iR |

i ba thus indicated. |

1, Jealousies between the Kauravas aml Pén-
i _davas, and attempt of Dury(}dhana. to takt. the life
! uf Bhima.

HISTORY OF
INDIA;
Panr 11

‘Historteal value
of the legends
vefie mm; to'the
early rivaliy bes
twean the e
ravag and Pan-
davas,

 2nd, Education of the Kauravas and Pindavas

i by Drona.

drd, Legend of ‘the o of. the Bhil Baga, and /

his ‘il{ku in archery.



o) th '__Ex:hlbxbmn of arms at Hastmépur.
. ol  bith, Legend of the birth of Karna.
T 6th, War against Drupada, Raja of Panchdla, | i
7th, Rwalrybebween Yudhishthira and Duryc-d-—

Bl hana for the post of Yuvaraja. .
'iist; ‘ggmagas The mnarrative of the jealousies between tho
mmm and Kauravas and Péndavas, and the attempt of Dur-
~ yodhana to take the life of Bhima, may now be
. related as follows :-—

:t_ém:mgx:m ' After this the Kanrayas and the Pandavas wero bronght
HhelifeorBhima, 1P together in the old palace at Hastingpur, and they sported
' together, and were tanght together, without any favoar
being shown to any one more than to the others; but from
 the days of their early youth the sons of Dhritarishtra wero
ever jealous of the sons of Péndu, Now about this time
Dmyodha,na, who was the eldest of the Kanravas, became
very jealous of the strength of Bhima, and he resolved to
work evil agaivst Bhima. And on a certain day Duryod-
hana put poison into Bhima’s food, and when Bhima had
enten ho was seizod with a deep sleep, so thab he seemed like
one who is dead. Then Duryodhana lifted him up, and car<

~ yied him to the river Ganges, and threw him into the stresmm ;
‘and Bhima sank in the deep waters, but he wasnot dmivher} )

! for he descended into the great city of serpents which is
A ol lﬂ;t{:pﬂ undernoath the earth. | And the serpents recoyered him from
i the poison, and gave him a drink which made him as girong
' Bhawsgreas 88 ten thousand serpents, And Bhima took leave and re-
"'.._t‘_mgth' turned to the city of Hastindpur, and he had henceforth

groat strength, and was the mighticst of the mighty.

'mwngrlzl_.e___ . The foregoing legend presents a very mythical
" appearance. In the first place, it may be remarked
hiut‘[(g;:- that the bards of the Mah4 Bhérata exhibit from the
oryof 1,' s first a palpable leaning towards the Piéndavas, and
% were quite capable of inventing a myth for the sake
e of blackening the character of the opposite party.




*—*‘“JSMRLY FhUDS.

i Soaondiy, the wscape of Bhima from ‘the bottom of w0y i
@ tiver to the city of serpents is unquestionably Pawml
'mythlcal and belongs to that group of legends 7

which  confounded wal serpents with a tribe of |

| Seythians named Nagas, and which will be more

i -fully discussed hereafer. - ¢
The next incident, nu,mclv, the educdtxon of ‘the s, Eiucetion

of the I(numvm ', W

| ..L;_,'Kauravas and Pdndavas, is more valuable, and may “““Pﬂ“‘lmf“&"ﬂ
' 'be related as follows :— '

. Some time after this a fumons Bréhman preceptor, named ammtorlh-oun.'-'- i

4 ashnﬂpm S
itk .__Drt_ma, who had ecause of quarrel with the mqghhommg _ _

' Raja of Panchila, arrived ab the city of Hastindpur. And
Bhishina rejoiced to see Drona, and made him very welcome,
. and requested him to instruct the Kaurayasand Pindavas in :

arms and sciences, And Drona said s This I will do, but Dron edicatis, 3
the Princos, on

 when the young men are fully practised in the use of at'mr-;, eondition that
i they afterwards

i  they must fight for me against the Raja of Panchdla.’?  So fgutthe Bajaof

: Panahala.
. Bhishma agreed, and Drona took up his abode in Hastindpur ;

. and Bhishma gave Drona his half-sister in marriago.  And Marringo of
Drona took great pains in teaching all the young men, but

o ‘he espemally deltghted in teaching the Pindavas,  To Yud- prctice in the

use of the spent,

. hishthiva he imparted the use of the spear, but that young s, now, and
sl Pl'mce became more renowned for wisdom snd goodness than i
hiz er\,t__':leedv. of wxmy,  To Arjuna he tanght the use of the bow,
and Arjuna became the most famous archer of bis time. To
. Bhimg he taughb the use of the club, for Bhima was a young
~ man of great appetite and enormous strength, and could Pt
| i meld the elub nght lustily.  To Nakula he taught the whole naminge ;Mm. i
- arb of taming and managing horses, and to Sahadeva he e
tanght the use of the sword and a perfoct knowledge of as-
: .-trenomy And Drona mstrm,tmi the Kauravas in like mans Aaf,mmmy.
‘mer, as well as his own son Aswatthdma. But of all his -
~ pupils the most beloved was Arjuna, for he was the most

| perfect of all ; and thus whilst Duryodhana, the eldest of the YT A

Kauravas, was jealong of a]l the Prdavas, he was the mogt s ofds |
Jealous of Arjuna, )




e ek mEARATA
;_'\..'-;_g;__;;}fi'hﬁ’bﬁ P Tha education of the Kauravas and Pandavas is
A0k Jﬂ’.’fﬁ “vory briefly indicated in the foragoing legend ; but
m&aﬂt .wi!l appear hereafter that they followoed other
fﬂ%‘gﬁgﬁu Ell,lsultﬂ of a pmmnve ch.a.racttar, ?u‘_{h gs_ }11_1;{,1;71,
| Piniavia | have been expected amongst a fighting commumity
L in ancient times. | Thus it will be seen that they
| Wratiin. p;-actised wrestling, fighting with fists, throwing
| Bone sitowine: stonos, and casting a noose. They also went out
| Hitineesss overy three years into the pastures to mark all the
‘avery threo s N It §
| years. | calves which had been born during the interval, and
| Pratioatastron. 0 re-merk all the other cattlo. The astronomy that
Al was taught was no doubt of a practical character;
and was either to enable the young men to find their
way through a jungle in the night-time, or else to
assist them in ealoulating nativities, or really to im-
| part to them some primitive knowledge of the moye-
" ments of the heavenly bodies, and the recurrence of
STk months, seasons, and years. i
ﬁ;ﬁ:ﬂ}é}:{%ﬁ?@a An int(-{resting circumstgncg ig connef?,te«ri m_fi'th.
Kl ot the  education of the young men, namely, the
selection of a tutor or preceptor, which opens up a
curious question as to whether Dronawas a Bréhman
or a Kshatriya. In the previous generation the
venerable Bhishma had undertaken the education of
the fathers, but from causes not stated he appears to
have taken no part in the tuition of the sons. This
duty is said to have been fulfilled by an able and
. veteran warrior named Drona, who was engaged for
" }){:ﬁa ot the purpose, and who was retained in the .household
il iy of by being married fo a damsel of the family named
" Kripé, who was apparently the daughter of old Raja
. Séntanu by a slave girl. He appears to Lave been
 treated, both by his pupils and the Chieftains of the
“house, as an experienced and honoured yoteran.




Qne sllght; dlfﬁcu]{y oceurs in the nar

"'."'_"wﬂ;h the Kauravas and Pdndavas.. From this state-
'_._-'.ment it must be inferred that Drona married Kripa
L I.%IIIO vears before taking upon himself the office of

. instructor; for, otherwise, Aswatthdma would have

-'-'__be-_éﬁ.. an infant in arms when the Kauravas and Pdn-
i _',f}a_i*asl were almost men,
It will subsequently be seen that Drona is ocea-
o ‘,SIOH&HY mpresent ed as a family priest as well as an

~ instructor in the use of arms; that he offered up

| prayers to the gods on public oceasions ; and that he
. was treated by his pupils with a reverence approach-
~ ing the divine homage which is due to a religious
Brdhman preceptor, rather than with the ordinary
‘respect which would be psud by young men to an
" elder. This circumstance is deserving of some
'conqlderatlon It seems certain that Drona was a
warrior and a Kehatriya. . He occupied the same
~ position as regards the sons of Dhritardshtra and
. Pdndu which Bhishma occupied as regards their
| fathers, and Bhfshma was unquestionably a Ksha-

" triya.  On the other band, the Bréhmans were essen-

igially, prmsts, and are never represented as warriors,

| excepting in some wildly supernatural legends,
' which are utterly unworthy of credence, The
Bmlunamca] compilers of the Mahd Bhérata, how-
evor, appear to have resolved on representing Drona
as a Brahmanical priest and preceptor, corr(,spond-
ing to the Purohita, or famﬂ} priest, who occupies
so important a position in the modery social system
of the Hindds. Accordingly, they have introduced

an absurd story respecting his birth, which consists

atwe, whmh
Iﬁ howaever, capable of explanation. = Drona bad ‘a
i :"'sbn named Aswatthima, whom he educated together
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) v of supernatural details of the character
. alveady indieated, and which in itself is utterly
devoid of interest, excepting on account of the
ohject for whick it has been inserted, namely, thet

i of representing Drona as a Bribman.! .
Bisisetion 1 Here it may be convenient to point out the-
e of m - distinction between two classes of Brahman_lu_al

1 These Brahmanical myths, when closely intertwined with t}.w i shatﬂya
traditions, and introduced for the sole purpose of concealing the real fruth, are a
decided dificalty fo the historian. He may be able to untwine the one from the
other, mid even to explain the process by which he has separated the trath from
the fable, but he'is more or less restrained by the character of the supemisfural
details, which cun rarely be introduced withont a shock to modern delicacy. At

» the same time, the reader can bo seavcely expected to accept the judgment ¢f a his-
tovian without some proofs of it being based wpon a sufficient, data; and aceord-
ingly the task of soparating truth from fable in the present instance must be at-

' tempted.

The myth is as follows :—Drong was the son of a famons Brahman sage,
named Bharadwija; the germ from which he sprung having eseapod from the
sage whilst inflamed at the sight of a celestial nymph, Drup.lda, Raja of Pan-
chala, ‘was born under similar circumstances of a Raja named Prisliata, and was
educsted together with Drona by the sage Bhbaradwhjae. Subsequently, as men-

e tioned in the text; Drona had a foud apninst Drupada, becanss'when Drnpada
S aneoseded his fiither in the Raj, be did not treat his old fellow-pupil with kindness
W and respect ; bub rather taunted him with the inforiority of hig position i a men-
ot dicant Brihman when compared with that of a Kshatriys or Rajp.  Hence Drona
entored the service of Mahéraja Dhritarashtra for the very purposs  of nhtaumag

] | revenge agninst Drupada,

o e et The truth wmay probably be as f‘ollowq «The pssosiation of Drona and Dru-
i - pada, both g8 regards the similurity of their births and their being educated to-
\gether by the samne saro, very hknlj had a natural basis, and in all probability that
basis was family relationship.  Moreover, it is distinetly stated that in their youth
they had agreed to divide the Raj between them ; and Drona says plainly that
. had Drupada adhered to this agreement there w suld have been o war. 'Lhis
simple hiypothesis at once clears away every ditficulty. Drupada and’ Drona were
~ probably brothors, The former sucepeds to the Raj of Pauchéla, whilst Drona goes

into xale; #nd Drona finally varrios ¢ lady of the House of Bhfuats, and undor-
 takes the aducatwn of the Kawavas and Phndavas, on condition that they ulti-
mately undertake an expedition against Drupada, It will be seen, hereafter, that

. the resnlt of the expedition was that the Raj of Panchéla was divided, the half
going to' Dirona whilst the remaining half was Teft with Drapadu.

The Brahmam.aal compilatu also insert another myth, to the effect thut Kripa
ﬂm wife ot ‘Drongt, wes born from a Braliman named (,uutamaf thie #on of Gotama,
in the same unnatural manner as her hasband had been.  The ﬂl;ueci' of this myth

igobvious. Having represonted Drong to be a Brahman, il was necessary that
 his wite J:umld bn born of @ Brahman also, It may be added tlmﬁ I\mpﬁ had &




__lgmtmes, Whmh acnordmrr to Brahmamcal 1dea&,
| have existed from time 1mmm*mr1al, masmuch ag a
. clear perception of theso two priestly orders will ™
. enable the historian to explain with greater clear-
\ mess the character and scope of some of the most
important of the Brahmanical interpolations. The
. great mass of Brahmang may be regarded as mendi-
. cant priests, They are feasted on occasions of
births, marringes, deaths, and  other periods of
\ ceremony and feshval and large gifts are distri-

HIB‘].'OR»Y 0}."
LNDIAL
 Pary IL

!‘f

e buted amongst them in ttmea of sorrow and trouble,

as well as/in times of joy.  Again, every Brdhman
';-'Whe i acqua.mted with the different formulas of
i worshxp, may  become an officiating priest, and
‘ receive pay a,ccordmgly But there are two special
Brahmanical orders, who form an essential part of
the framework of Hindd society, and who for ages
. have effectually garrisoned and defended the socml
~ mystem against any hostile attack, whether of foreign
| rehgmna from without or of heresies from within.
!"These two orders are the Purohita, or family priest ;
f and the Curu, or great ocdemabtm.‘d head. = In rela-
'--twe position they correapond generally to that of
 Chaplaing and Bishops in Christian communities ;
 oxcepting that the offices, like those of all Hmdti

' institutions, are hereditary ; and that sons, real or

&eneral] cm-
ud to tha
Lbuplainq and
Bishops of Chriss
tian Comminni.
ties, excepting
‘that the ulllmaa
are hertdxta!'y

'adopted have been known to succeed their fathers

' as Purohitas or Gurus for many generations.  Ocea-
sionally a Hindd family becomes divided, and the

new ‘branch entertains a new Purohita. In like

- manner also a Brdhman of great wisgdom, or austeri-

ties, or endowed with a pnwerful eloquence, or in~
vested by the popular voice with supernatural
powers, suddenly appears before the world as a new .

s



m“l';név;*r o and famouﬂ Guru snrmunded bv a band of dls(}lple&
/]
raur 1. or followers, and ultlmate]y succeeds in foundmtr a

now sect, of which he is the spiritual head.
{ Dubiey of the The Purohita is essentially a family pnest and a

Purohita, as a

(precofite © peligious preceptor.  Amongst the poorer classes he

| Janaily, s e

 Kiine o on. may officiate for very many families, in which case

Hsdlrns, a tonfis

iy A : J ;
Candmenoy. he employs assistants, and gives them g stipulated

share of the gifts and other perquisites which he may
receive.  But amongst the richer classes, the duties
of a Purohita are confined to a single family, and
under such ecircumstances his influence beeomes
paramount in the housechold. He performs all the
necessary religious rites and ceremonies for the
members of the family, and imparts religious in-
struction from the sacred books. At the same time,
he is the repository of all the family secrets, and the
confidential and authoritative counsellor in all times
of doubt and difficulty. He ig also frequently en-
gaged i more secular matters, such as the settloment
of disputes; and in modern times a Hindd Zemindar
or Raja has oecasionally employed his Purohita as
an ambassador or envoy.
Mo G or The Gurn holds a still h-igher position i the
sect. Brahmanical hierarchy. e is the head of the re-
ligious sect to which the family may belong; and
Hieedosinst- e s generally engaged in extensive ecclesiastical
vigitations or tours, accompanied by a band of dis-
ciples who occasionally act as assistant Gurus. Dur-
ing his progress he levies such contributions as he
may be able to impose npon the families belonging
to his sect; he likewise confirms the younger Hin-
diis, who have attained a suitable nge, by a number
of ceremonies which need not be repeated here, Aec-
et eording to the popular belief Le is entitled to divine

POWErA,



| wnrslnp.

for lxe can work mlracles and forgtve sins. s
His benedictions can bring down health, We,ulth, and ks |
long life; whilst his curses can burn up armies, re- |
move mouutams, change the courses of rivers, or huxi ,
Mahdrajas from their  thrones. By virtue of these Histuw wml
supposed. spivitual powers he exercises very Lmre, :
temporal powers.  He can excommunicate an oﬂ'{al_ldcr

from his family, as well as from his sect or caste;

and he alons can restore the degraded wretch, who

otherwise i is doomed to a life of utter solitude and
despu.lr . Akl
Amongst the ancient Kshatriyas to whom the ‘};‘;Fs{;gnmoém?
ICINAT O P

Mahti Bligrata vefors, there may possibly have been Bieied

amonest the ane

- Purohltas Dbut there t'ertamly were no Gurus. It 18 clen K-

not wholly impossible that Drona, whilst instructing
the Kauravas and Pdndavas in the use of arms, may

have acted: as a fawily priest.?  But the ancient Questionat du

rus amongst the

representatives of the modern Gurus were my tluut?i‘%ﬁ,.ﬁ'f.’&iﬁfﬁ?ﬁ?&
by prey the £itfe-

Rishis, or sages, of whom Vyésq is pre-eminently « raotorof the tria

dibions respects

the type; and their presence is not only never ne- ik ten,
cessary to the story, but is invariably foisted on to
the Kshatriya tradition by some supernatural details
whmh suﬁimently bf,tmy the nature und object of

2 'lha following texts in the .»\.xtnmylt Bt&hmfmsm nuhmte notunly that it was
the duty of a Raja to engage a Furohita, but that the ancient Kajas weve some-
times disinclined to enpage a Purohita. :

s Now about the office of a Purokita. The pods do nof eat the food offered

bys R&Jl who has no Purohita.  Thence the Raja, even when not intending to
:- bring 4 sacrifice; should appoint a Brihman to the llice of Purobita.

“This Agni Vaisvanara, who is the Purohita, is possessed of five destructive
powers.  With them he surrounds the Raja for his defence, just as the sea sur-

' rounds the carth. ' The empire of guch a miler (Arya) will be safe, Neither will

he die before the expirntion of the full Jife term (100 years) ; but live up to his
olil nge, and enjoy the tull term apportioned for his life s faug's translation,
Yol. TL. pp. 528, 530,

D Haug is of opinion that the institution of a Purohita, as & political func-
tionary s well a8 @ house-priest, muy be traced buek to the remotest times, See
inteodnction to the Aitateya Beahmanpm, p. 7. His opinion is valugble, but his
proofs are inonelusive.

YOl, 1, 5}
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| 3ms’£§§mﬁ o the mterpolatmn Moreover it must always be bm'ne
pawef.  in mind that the later Brahmanical compalcrs of the

! --f—-mo-----—n———-a-

L Gabiig ot he. Mahé, Bhérata, were undoubtedly Giurug, and i_:h‘lt

4 Bl - ¥ : .
bythepurniias the veciters or readers of the Mahd Bhdrata are to

it day either family priests, or Brahmans engaged

 for the purpose. Consequently every opportunity

has been afforded to the Brahmans for carrying out

their intorested purpose of exalting their own caste
i the eyes of the community at large.

o tgenaor Butb to proceed with the tmdmonary history of

| $ie'son of the
B Rais.  the groat war of Bhirata. During the period that

U Thinstentive of

the srediacy | Dyona was instructing the Kauravas and Pdndavas

|Aryan tribes

| 'm]: ﬁ‘?i;ﬁﬂf in the use of arms, an incident occurred which throws
s an unexpected light upon the supremacy exercised
by the Kslmtrlya settlers in the Raj of Bhérata over
the aboriginal populations in their neighbourheod.

1 ndientandmo- Amongst all the Hill tribes which appear to repre-

1 dern gondition

| eftweBhis * ent the more ancient inhabitants of India, and
| which have preserved their rude habits and man-
ners to the present day, there are none more re-
markable than the Bheels or Bhils. These people
still oceupy the hill tracts of Rajputana and central
India, and in ancient times seem to have dwelt in
much the same localitics ; having Rajas or Chieftains
of their own, but acknowledging or dreading the
supremacy of the Kshatrviyas. 1In the Mahd Bhérata
they appear to the south of the Jumné, and in the
immediate neighbourhood of the Raj of Bhdrata;
whilst in the R;imayana they make their appearanco
further to the east, near the junction of the Jumnd
and Ganges. To this day the Bhils are cattle-lifters,
highway robbers, hunters like Nimrod and Esau,
capable of almost any outrage, yet imbued with o
sense of truth and honour strangely at contrast with




are, yleldmg;»so perceptlbly o the. peraonal mﬂuence"t' ﬁﬁ‘;
ant gL,
of British adwinistrators, and the advancing tide of
British civilization, that within a few generations
they will be probably converted into peaceful and

industrious men.
The legend of the son of the Raja of the Bhils Thelmond

may now be related as follows :—

v Flocking of st
' When the Kauravas and Péodavas were well practised %j;d\st% pang

in the use of arms, 8o that men could see their strength and tmﬁm‘fvfgoﬂfmﬁ gni

skill, the fame of Drona became noised abroad, and many Hrond
sons of Rajas focked to the city of Hastinipur to take :
lesgons from so greab a preceptor. And it came to pass ﬁnll:'i;r'l“n:‘l;fﬁll?ﬂ \
that the son of the Raju of the Bhfls came to H astindpur, Raja
and prostrated himself at the feet of Drona, and prayed /
that he might be tanght to shoot with the how. But Drona Rm}n&{lgma,
rofused to teach the Bhil, saying :—% The Bhils are a ruce
of highwaymen and cattle-lifters, smd it would be a gin to
teach them the use of wespons®? At these words, the ortow of tho
son of the Bhil Raja returned to his own country, but he
was very sorrowful, for he had greatly desired that Drona
ghould teach him the use of the bow. |

After this, tho son of the Bhil Raja made a clay image ©he Builsets up.

Mla}, inng of

¢ + v D T
of Drona, and he set it up, aud performed worship befme a;?g:?:\t;hhm{a

it ; and he practised the use of the bow in the presence of }‘J}g*ﬂ;ﬁ;iﬁ&%e' .
tha clay image. And after many days the young man .
acquired great skill in ar chery by virtue of the clay i [image,
and the fame of hig shooting was spread abroad on all sides,
and great complaint was made to Drona, that by his means
the Bhil had become a mighty archer. So Drona went to

the Bhil country, accompanied by all the yonng men of the

1‘0}’&1 llousp of Hﬂstlufipur and thf'y beheld the «,hoo'rmg of Drona contems )

firtee i
tho Bhil, and saw that it was very good. And Drona de- Hie Bhits o 1

terminod to spoil the archery of the Bhil, and he called to stined by nis
Aithimission,
- him and commanded him to cut off the forefi inger of hig. .

right hand.  And the Bhil fell down and worq}npped Drona,

T s R s O At mcins TN




m“ﬁ?j%g or and prepnrédte do as o had been (':z.ﬁm'ma;‘n&éﬂ s but the

Pameti  heart of Drona was fouched by the obedience of the Bhil,

7 and he ordered him to stay his hand and leave his forefinger
whole. But Drona still feared lost the Bhil should become
oo powerful an archer ; and he bound him over by a solerma
oath never more to shoob with his forefinger, but to draw his
arrow through his middle fingers only ; and this became the
custom amongst the Bhils, and they shoot the bow with
their middle finger until this day.

Jusiewotthe,  The foregoing significant tradition hears gener-

| Hdligowswor- ally the stamp of truth. The devotion which i3

| fuvonriteheroes.

ship patd in mo- | 3 v o e
dara thes fo ymplanted in the breasts of Indian soldiery at the

deeds of some daring hero, will frequently lead them
to pay divine honours to his image ; and it is notori-
ous that the gallant John Nicholson was worshipped
by his men as a demi-god, although with a soldier’s
| simplicity he punished all who engaged in such un-
cassortne  hallowed rites, The display of feeling on the part

1 Ak o the

Khawrins. | of the Kshatriyas at finding that the Bhil was as

good an archer as themselves, would be shared by

any band of foreign settlers who were called upon

| to maintain an ascendancy over a native population
Bubatons cha- Ty their superior skill in warfare. = The cruel in-
tention of Drona to cut off the forefinger of the

| Bhil may be accepted as an illustration of the bar-
Retutation e barous character of the age. 'The final statement,

tom that tho ) " : . ‘.
Tinits shoot the however, that the Bhil obeyed the command of

:1:'?._}?}‘?{““‘?“&:“ Drona, and that the whole tribe adopted the cus-
tom of shooting with their middle fingers only,
may be fairly questioned. It is scarcely in accord-
ancs with human natare that a tribe so numerous
as the Bhils should have obeyed a law so detrimental
to their efficiency in war, and one which no enemy

could have enforced.  Moreover, in the preseut day



*-—'-EARLY FEU IIAS‘ :

il t}m Bhﬂ ;ha.ve lost a,ll mwmry of the tradmon u,nd HIS@E{%} op

_ shoot their arrows in the usual way.? | Piae
. The legend of the public oxhibition of arms at i vu sen Pl |

= OF rins: -
Hastindour, at which the Kuravas and Pandavas dis- a Hassndpon |

s : ) : b

played their skill before all the Chieftains and ladies ]
of the royal house, is oxwedmwly curious and inter-
esting ; inasmuch as it was evidently an institution ..

of the Kshatriyas, resembling in a remarkable degreo Resemblance fo
' | ; w totrnament, |
the tournaments of the age of chivalry. Sometimes

> n h | \ I<
these public excrcises took place, as on the present Threo sudeiss

hition of srmd, |\

| accaswn, to enablo the 3 younger Chieftains to display v
their prowess before all the pcople, of the Raj. Af Uty
others however it was undertaken at a Swayamvara, () The Swa-
for in certain cases the daughter of a Raja was not

‘called upon to indicate the husband of her choice,

but became the passive prize of that Kshatriya who
distanced all his compeers in the performance of some

difficult e\plmt Under these latter circumstances

the Swayamvara seems to have borne so strong a re-
semblance to the tournament, that it might almost

be regarded as the origin of the institution. Subse- () Protedonal
quently, at a later period in the history of Hindu ™
civilization, the feats of arms were no longer per-

formed by Chieftains of high rank, in the hope of

winning a Princess as a bride; but the exhibition
degenerated into a mere prize ring, whore profes-

sional boxers and wrestlers fought each other, or

fought with bears and tigers, for the pleasure of the

Lo For this information T'am indebted to Colonel R. J. Meade, the agent to
the Governor-Getieral in Central India, and to Lieutenant T. Cadell, the Bhil
agent, Lieutenant Cadell kindly attempted to verify the tradition by directing a
number of Bhils, who were in his eamp, to practise af a butt ; but they all drew
the bow with the fore and middle fingers, the arrow being held between the two,
and deelared that they did so after the manner of their ancestors.  They know no
tradition of the custom mentioned, but the Karkoons, ov writers, who were pre-
sont, had heard or read of it,



i nm'romi or Raja. a,n-:l hm Ia.dies In'staﬁéés' of all these different

| Pam - forms of exhlbn,mons of arms ave to be found in the

| 7 Mahd Bhérata, and will in due course he broucrht
e  under consideration.

i narative, The narrative of the exhibition of arms at

e Hastindpur may now he related as follows :—

' ,'I_I}*"I;mﬁam Dt After a while the Kauravas and, Péndavag became fu'lly

"'-';E;ﬁi,”:i‘;‘;i“ PI&thSl d in the use of arms; and Diona told the Mahdraja, *

f;i‘fﬁ"lih?ﬂﬁtﬁ}f‘ﬁr saying i~ Your own song, and the sons of your brother
R sl Pindu, are well skilled in the use of weapons, and able to
A ficht against other men on the field of battle.” Theun the
il ‘Mahéraju repliod :— Lot a place be prepared in the great
e plain without the city, that the young men may ¢ngage in .
: _ mock-fighting, and  display their skill before all the Chiefs
i Spsm sebapart. and people of the Raj.” So Drona ordered every proparva-
pluin, tion, and & large space was seb apart in the greab plain, and
| Ifi‘ﬁé_sﬂluriqu;. fenced round about with barriers. And on one side of the
. ground galleries were built for the Mahdraja and his Chiof-
tains ; and on the other side galleries were ﬂet-up in like
i manner for the ladies of the royal house of Hagtindpur.
0 Marning of the Now when every preparation had been made, the
LT, Muhdraje appomtml a day for the exhibition of arms. And
(e Ganeiden adorn. when the morning of the day had begun to dawn, the
4 Eﬁ:ﬁ:&ﬁ‘m galleries on either sule, and the trees that wero round about,
s were adorned with flags of yarious colours, and long garlands
il !rhe multitude. of sweetly-stelling flowers,  After a while all the people of
: Hastindgpur, and great multitudes from all parts of the Raj,
gathered together round the barriers and between the
: ; galleries, to behold the exercises of the song of Dhritaréshira
. fheutind Mahs. and the sons of Péndu. Presently the blind Mahdraja was
et led in and took his seat upon his throne ; and Bhishma, who
managed the affairs of the Raj, sat upon his right hand ; and
‘o on his left sat Vidura, who was appointed to deseribe to the
g A blind Mahdraja all that took place in the plain below, And

| :%‘hg(‘]&}vﬂu}ug a.?l the Chieftaing of the royal hc-use, and all the ladies Of'
o) and Tadies.

L 1 & Dhyitarfehten is n.lw‘z)a alluded ta throughout the Maha Bharata as the
N il Mu‘hfua_lu, or “Grcat Raja,” or Raja of Rajas,



; _pm', were arrayed m m&ny—eoloure& u]ui.l]s, and gar- mmm OF
landq ‘of ﬂowars, and bright jewels, and took their seats in P‘fﬁ’; P i

Tike manner upon the gallories ; and chief amongst the ladios ——irrisl
. were Géndhiri, the mother of the Kanravas, and Kuntf, tha e
. .mother of the Pindavas.

. When all was ready Drona, the preceptor, and his som I}mn.mmthi" '
son Anwatbhi.

il .;ASWatthﬁlna,, entered the area in pure white garments, and R N0RD the )
"Ioﬂ'el'ed up prayers to the praise and glory of the gods. ™ /10
Thon the young Princes in like manner entered the area Thelimxmm it

d Phaiilavas

a.rra-yesd in garments of different colours, and lightly girded exter he areay ||

for exertion.  Hach young man carriodd ‘his bow  and Salute ]Jraaa.
i arl'owa in hig hzmd and respectfully salnted the feet of his

preceptor, and awaited his commands, Hach one then 10 Reats of arims.

Archery on foob,

turn exhibited his skill by shooting arrows ab a bubt, first horsehack el
phanty, snd eluas

on fuob, and then mounted in suceession upon a horse, an riot

olephant, and a chariot, Next followed mock fights with Sword- i

~the sword and buckler, Then the whols body of pupils,

first on foot, and afterwards mounted as before on horses,
elephants, and chariots, exlnb1ted their skill in archery,
whilst yunning, galloping, or driving round the area at full

gpeed. « After this the young men fought with clubs, and clun-nehtine.

the fighting was terrible to behold ; and then it was mani-

fest to all men that there was ill blood between the

Kauravas and Péndavas, At one end of the area Duryod- Combatbobwaen, |
uryodhana

" hana, engaged with Bhima, and after exchanging some sudBhins
'-,he&vy blows, the mock combat became a downright battle,

The young men rushed upon each other like wild elephants,
and laid about them ught mnnfully, whilst the multitude

"without canght the spirit of the fray, and ran to and fro,
i ﬂhm:ttmg some for Duryodhana and others for Bhima, until
the aiv was filled with noise and dust, and the whole plain

was in great commotion. Drona sent his son Aswatthdma

to put an'end to the combat, but no one heeded him ; and

Drona at last went himself with all haste, and p&rted the. I““!“'ﬂeﬂm ot

‘combatants by main force, and thus put a sfop to bhe

tnrmoil,
When the uproar was gomewhat over, Drona ealled upon Randeain o
his favourite pupil Arjnna to exhibif his accomplishments Ariwn.

-



Some A one of the brlght 50&3, tmd when ha e\nt.erad tho '
- arpa, clad in golden mail, and carrying in his hand a bow
inlaid with various colouvs, the mmltitude hailed him as
_another Indra, and the heatt of his mother Kunti was
filled with pride and exultation. Arjuns then' performed
L very many excellont feats of arms, which surpassed any
m:'va-llnuu reats which had ever before been seen.  Ho set up an iron figore

laf Arjanm in . : ) iR ' I - :
ey, sword- of & boar upon a pillar of wood, and shot five arrows into

! !E;EFEE&E%?; its mouth at one bending of the bow. Next he tied a
bemoose. . cow’s horn on & pole, and in one discharge shot tiw enty-one
arrows into the hollow of the horn, Then he mounted his
chariot’ and was driven swiftly along, whilst he shot his
arrows vight and left with such rapidity and dexterity as
bewildered all the beholders, = His sword-playing was
equally excellent, and he flourished the blude so fievcely
that men thought they saw the lightning on the earth and
heard the thunder in the sky. Then he took his «quoit-
shnped chakra, and whirled it at different objects without
missing one. Lastly, he armed himself with the noose, and
threw it about with such skill, that horse or deer, or any
other animal at which he cast it, was invariably ‘bmnght
down. At length he finished his exercises, and respectiully
e saluted the feot of his preceptor, upon which Drona affec-
A ' “tionately embraced him amldsn the applause of the whole

agsembly.’
 Sudden appear- | At this time, whilst the Pindavas were exultmg in the
mieeof Karma,
the son of a chie- triumph of Arjuna, and Duryodhana was bursting with

Tichoer.
A jealous rage, another young warrior suddenly entered the

8 "The description of this exhibition of arms, as it appenrs in the Mahf Bhi.
rata, is fillod with Brahmanical exaggerations, which ave pleasing to the preseut
taste of the Hindas, but which are exeluded from the above text, as they would
Yo tedious to the last degree to European readers.  They include the use of weapons
By (L ; which combing contradictory powers, such as arvows having & broad blade at {he
point which will cut a man’s head off 5 or weapons of a supernatural character,
such ns arvows producing fire, water, venom, digeases, tempests, and other extra-
ordinary phenomenas. It will, huwm-er, be seon hereafter that the wenpons
‘deseribed by the Brahmanical cmnpllcrs of the Ramfiyana ave, if possibie, still
more extravagant, The Brthmans in the present day pumt. to the fire punlm..:u
ATOwWs as pruufﬂ that the aucient Hindds were possessed of fire-arms,




Ly | area,) éﬁihkmg.;-hm' a‘rmz, togebher vnth a. gl*eat nome, a.ftav msmmz dﬁ

tho mzmner of the ancient wrestlers,  This was Karma, tha 1{1’;‘&
son. ot a'charioteor from the country of Anga, who was very’
 skilful in the use of arms.  Karna thon said :—“ 0 Arjuna,
you have exhibited all your foats of arms; come and look
‘on whilst I perform each one better than you.” At these g lidtioniie
LB 0 i o ‘ Duryodhang
- words Duryodhana ywas in an eestasy of joy, whilst Arjuna mdmetics |
1 ; L L | 3 tiva of Arjunm
. was much displeased, and held his peace. Karna then, to 5 T

the! dehghﬁ of the Kauravas, and the disquietude of the
 Pindayas, executed every feat whick had been performed
by A.IJHH& and Duryodhana came forward and embraced
Kma,, and praised his prowess, and called him “ brother.’” Ul
At this honour, Karna was greatly pleasod, and said before Kare ohu
o them sl that it was his desive to fight Arjuna, Then ;i,‘.‘,?f’ﬁ&’é.‘i,’;?‘“
. Arjuna was in 8 great rage, and cried out :— ¢ You desire Mutda abise,
b0 place yourself on an equality with me, but I will so handle
you, that you shall learn what it is for men like you to come
here without being invited, and to speak before they are
spoken t0.”  Karna replied :—“< 0 Arjuna, waste not your
words, for when it comes to open fight between you and
. me, you shall see who will be roughly handled : and as you
tanut me with hm‘mg come without invitation, lot me tell
- you that this plain is none of your property that 1 may not
center it without your invitation: All other questions be-

tween us mush be settled by the sword and bow, and I

will s¢ handle you in the presence of your tutor here, that .

all prosent shall be astonished.”” These words filled Drona Deonseallsuyion
“with wrath, and he cried out: ~“Why do you listen to ICE:;:EwﬁEf :
- Karna with patience? You have my leave: Go, and fight
. him at once!” So Arjuna and his brothers stepped into

 the fiald to face Karna, and Duryodhana and his brothers
came forward to back Karna ; 5 when a kingman of the royal
house, named Kripa, who was the brother of the wife of
Drona, interposed to prevent a battle between the son of §npamte potes
a Raja and the son of a charioteer. Kyipa said to Karna :— battio, -
“0 young man, are you come hither to measure weapons
with Avjuna? Know you that he js the son of Raja Péndu

and the Rénf Kuntf, and you must now declare the nanies




msmm' 0_1? of y‘mw faﬂlﬂ‘l a,ud motehar, that we m&y know what.hm' you
' gﬂﬁ,‘}l{  ave worthy of bemg matched with Arjuna.” At these words

Kara was abashed, and hung down his head like a droop-
ing hly; for he know that his father was only a charioteer,
But Duryodhana, who desired to set up Karna against
_ i Arjuna, roplied thus to Kripa:—* Greatnoss depends not
..:ﬁ?% Soiot s upon  birth but upon strength, and I hereby appoint
| dhasa o Karna to be Raja of the country of Anga’’ So saying
Duryodhana took Karna by the hand, and led himt' to a

i . golden seat, and ordered the umbrella of royalty to be held
A m“;“;g;f over hig head. At this moment the father of Karna ap-
L Ao, peaved, trembling with age, but rejoicing in the honours
. bestowed upon his son ; and when Karna saw him he threw
f;-fmfpglial down his bow and arrow and advanced to meet the old mau,
G and kissed his feet. Theon the Pindavas looked upon the
(o two with smiles of contempt, and Bhima said to Kama :—
| Bhima'scon- ¢ Tg it with such & father as this that yon presume to match

o temptnous lan-

K

tawgo towards  yourself with Arjuna: You, the son of a charioteer, what
~ have you to do with a bow and arrows ?  You had better far
take a whip and drive a bullock-cart after your father’?
Gombat pre: Karna was enraged at their taunts, bub made no reply ; and

10 vepted hv l-he

approachiof - the darkness came on very rapidly. And Duryodhana led
Karna away to his own palace, and the mulfitude dispersed
to their several homes.

/ meviowotthe  The picture presented in the foregoing tradition

foreioing tradi- i) A i !
tion of the oxhi- aalls for Jittle or noremark. The deseription of the

| hition of arms,

mock combats, and the ill feeling displayed by

Duryodhana and Bhima, are perfectly true to human

nature, and there is no doubt that the story is so
Quation re far anthentic. But the abrupt appearance of Karna
- bivthotXama. on this occasion, and his sudden elevation to the
' dignity of ‘Raja, are points of considerable interest,
and seem to invite a close investigation. That
Karna was of low birth may be accepted as a fact;
but the implication that he was of low birth by

reason of his being the son of a charioteer seems



‘open to question. The drwmg of chfmots was o Hr%%om opl!
favounte and royal amusement with the ancient Paur 11

Kshatriyas, as it was with the ancient Greeks. It Drinngch:i-
Aoy

will be seen hereafter in the anthentic tradition of smusenens

Nala and Damayant{ that the deserted Rénf recog-

‘nized her husband by his furious driving ; whilst

amongst the virtues of Mahdraja Dasaratha, as

‘desertbed in the Rdmayana, he is said to have been
‘a perfect charioteer. Again, the charioteer of the min rnker

chariofeers ing o ¢

sovereign is frequently represented as his confiden- sncimt tines,

tial friend and chief adviser. Thus it will be seen

that Sanjaya wag the friend and chariotecr of Mahd-

‘raja Dhritardshtra, and that Sumantra was chief

W,

3

|

counsellor and charioteer of Mahdraja Dasaratha.

:Bllt thO ”al’rﬂngersj' Of t].]e I\Iﬂ.lld Bh“lrltfl. were ']lenganqwhyt,h(g
Brahnmnicnl

evidently anxious to throw contempt upon chariot- compliers thit
eors; and in addition fo the reflection upon Karna's the churioteors.
bivth, there is a curious story in the narrative of the

great war, of the rage of Raja Salya on being asked

to drive Karna's chariot. The reason for this

‘antagonism appears to be as follows :—The chariot: ondeutiat o

sition of the ¢

“eer anciently occupied the same confidential position rioteen s

in relation towards a Raja as was subsequently filled }ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬂ%ﬂ
by the Purohita, or family priest. Thus, just before i
the breaking out of the great war, Raja Drupada

sent his Puroh1ta as envoy to Hastmépur 3 whilst
Dhritardshtra sent his charioteer as envoy to the .
Pindavas. The inference, therefore, follows that o stente
the Brdhmans were jealous of the influence exer- St
cised by the charioteers ; and the substitution of a

Purohita for a charioteer probably marks the period

in Hindti history when the military domination of

the Kshatriyas was bronght under the ecelesiastical

and caste supremacy of the Brahmans.



'llm mﬁm Blmm,- :

HIRTORY OF | Ag ren'ards Ka.rna, 1t seemns 11ot unhkely that his
INDIA.

el father was not a charioteer in the higher sense of

| Eireamimer. the word, but a mere carter or waggoner. : The
butacerter. | language of Bhima in taunting Karna scems to bear

' out this view. “ You had better,” he said, ¢ take

a whip and drive a bullock-cart after your fathcl

qustimorkae The sudden elevation of Karna to the dignity of

L e being oreated

o f myit Rafa appears to be open to question. The golden

o) character of

(theleeand - goat to which he is said to haye been conducted is
evidently mythical. The name of the territory
over which he is appointed to be Raja is equally
doubtful. Anga is a country which lies far away
to the eastward, in the neighbourhood of the modern
town of Bhagalpur ; and consequently would be
separated by an interval of many hundreds of miles
from the Raj of Bhdrata. But still the dignity may
have been conferred, like that of a modern knight-
hood, without reference to territory. The right of
Duryodhana to create a Raja seems, however, very
dubious ; and the subsequent language of Bhima
to Karna appears to imply that there was no real
recognition of the new rank which had been thus

: bestowed upon him. .

e e Al The legend of the birth of Karna is nothing

i more than @ wild myth which has been concoeted
for the obvious purpose of ennobling Karna by con-
necting him with the royal house at Hastindpur.
The myth is as extravagant and improbable as that
of the birth of Vydsa, and bears the same marks of
a Brahmanical origin; but it may be related here,
as reference is frequently made to it in the more

e tige modern portions of the Mahd Bhdrata. . The story

huseottme 18 as follows Sl

! ﬁmhL’jﬁ o Now Kunti, the wife of Raja Pdndu, was brought up in



tlxe houge of. Tmnt]ﬂbhoja,, t.he Ra‘}a, of‘ t.he BhOJ&S, a.nd mhe ms-mmi i
" evor thought him to be her father; but her real father was ;,f;‘;}ﬁ_ W
| Bura the grandfather of Krishna,
1 And it happened on & certain day that a sage named m:‘tso%h}‘ieu;«f

| Durvésas came to the house of Kunti-bhoja; and he was tall '

in stature, and his hair was maftted after the manuer of &

. devotee, and his limbs were of the colour of honey. And
Duryésas said to Kunti-bhoja :—“ O Raja, I am desirous of !
. dwelling with you, but if I do so your people must conform

| to ull my wishes ; and they must let me eat when I please,
. and/sleep when T please, and no one must contradict me.”’
Y And the Raja I'ephed o€ My danghter Kunti shall wait upon Kuatt np?oint

to Wit day
yon always, and I am sure that she will serve you to your aud gt upon |

‘heart’s content.””  Then the Raj aja called to his danghter and R
aadd =0 Kunti, this Brahman is about to dwell in Ly
‘honse, and you must serve him night and day ; for he is a

man of great mortification, and has subdued all his senses
- by the strictness of his austerities.””  And Kunti had great
veverence for Brihmans, and she gladly promised to serve
Darviisas, the sage, according to the will of her father,

 Then the Raja lodged the Bréhman in the sacrificial Sunlautpring
chamber, where he had beon used to kindle the sacred fire; Brahuan,
and Kuntf served the Brihman day and night with all dlh-
genoe and purity. And Durvisas was greatly pleased with
the service of the damsel ; for sometimes he would go out in
. the morning, and not refurn till evening or midnight ; but

Kunti was always ready with various sorts of victnals to set

before him ; and if he lost his temper or used harsh words, _
she ook no notice, but contmued to serve him as diligently
a8 before e
. When a year had passed away, Durvisas said to Kuntf :— Dorvians ;){ff;: ;
”'0 well-accomplished damsel, I am entirely satisfied with ,
your service ; so now ask a boon of me, and let it be such

as will render yon blessed beyond all other women.”” Buab

Kuntt replied :— O greatest of Brihmans, if you and my
father are contented with me, it is as if you had bestowed Gk

all blessings upon me.” So the Brihman taught her a.’l‘whasumnn- bl

e to Kt
mantra, and said :— Wheneyer you repeat this mantra, any




(INDIAL

el Imu‘ 1L,
: = made no answer, and learned the mantra; for she feared lest

} Q-Kuhti repents 3

e man b, an
s visibed byt
. _.Bml god.

(! mr'ﬂi ot Knens,

mmr oF ga& you &esu'e will t':leacernd f‘rom hea.ven, and you wﬂl bear

to him & son, who shall be like unto his father. 7l So Kunti

she should offend the Brfhman, and he should pronounce a
Curse &gaausb horself and her father. And Durvdsas praised
her greatly to the Raja, a,nd then left tlae hcmse and went bis
way.

One day after this Kunt{ beheld the bright Snn in the

he sky, and her soul was enllghtened and she saw the Sun in

the likeness of a warrior arrayed in golden mail with ear-
rings in his ears. And she vepeated the words of the mantra
that Durvdsas had taught her ; and the god left himself in the
form of & Sun toillauminate the world, and descended to the
oarth in the form of a Raja, with a crown upon his head and
bracelets upon hig arms.  But when Kunti saw him ghe im-
plored his forgiveness and besought him to retuin. ; ‘bt ke
said :—¢¢ I cannot do this, for all the gods are laughmg at my
discomfiture.””  And the eyes of Kunif were opened, and

. she saw that Indra and the godswere laughing, and she wos

0] s Thn‘ba’btz flnated
W AN o ghest npon
1 b piver to the
comniry of Aga.

: -._'R‘.e\?ié._w of the

I Ioregoi
dtsine

myth,
bility.

much ashamed. 8o the Sun stayed with her some txme 4
and then went his way. |

After this Kunti gave birth to a son with golden eamngs .
in his ears, and a golden cuirass upon his body ; and no one
knew it, and she became a virgin as before.  And she took
the infant and placed ib in a chest, and with many tears and
prayers she floated it upon the river; and the river carried

' the chest imto the waters of the Jumné, and the Jumnd car-

vied it to the Ganges, and the Ganges to the country of Anga.
And the wife of a charioteer saw the chest and carried it to
her home ; and her husband opened it and found the babe
therein, and he and his wife brought it up as their own
child ; and this boy was Karna.

The foregoing myth is perhaps beneath criticism,
but still the pretensions of Durvésas are very mgm-
ficant, and the reference to the country of Anga is
worthy of consideration. The enormous distance
which the chest would have had to travel down the



i
|

J umnﬁ. and Ga.n o8 1 the country of Anga 18 alone meony o f
 sufficiont to render the myth of the birth of Karna ;ﬁbﬁ |
‘altogether incredible, even if his divine paternity

could be explained away; but the object of the Obeot o e
myth is not devoid of intorest, and can easily he oL
explained. TLocal tradition in the country which Asocistion ot

arna with the ' §

formerly went by the name of Anga, las preserved ‘"“;hbﬂim
the name of Karna. A dynasty of Buddhist Rajas
appear to have reigned at Anga about the second
century of the Christian era under the name of
Karnas ;* and it is by no means unlikely that the
Brahmanical compilers sought to gratify the tastes
of the people of the country by establishing a myth-

flcal cmmectmn betwaen the Karma who fought

in the great war, with the Karna Rajas of Anga,

‘who flourished at a much later period. But the

yast geographical interval between Hastindpur and
Anga has already excited a suspicion that the
connection is a fabrication; and this suspicion is
confirmed by the supernatural details which the
compilers have introduced to carry out their design.

The next legend, namely, that of the war against
Drupada, Raja of Panchdle, may now be related as

 Afollows ¢~
‘Now when the Kaura.vas and Péndavas had proved be- ¢th, Waragainst

fore the ‘Mahfraja and all his Chieftaing, that they were &?!Panch&la.

capable of bearing arms, they were called npon by Drona
to fulfil the terms upon which he had educated them, namely, Ay
to chastise Drupada, Raja of Panchdla. Accordingly, Dur- pefeat of the

yodhana and all his brethron marched out by themselyes visory of fﬂi\a

agninst Raja Drupada, but were defeated by the enemy, and R

o eompelled to return to Hastindpur. Then Yudhishthira and

his brethren marched out against Drupada, and they van-

& This tradition will be found in Dr Buchanan's acconnt of the Bahar district,
prescrved in Martin’s Eastern India, Vol. T. 2

e
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Division ur tha
Rl of Panchiila.

Higni ﬂmnr-c of

| the legend of'the
division of the

| Rajof Paachila,

qmahod him and aﬂ his fomea, ond bronght. ]111’.(1 a.way pri-
soner.  So Drona took the half of Drapada’s Raj, but left
the remainder in the possession of Drapada. Then Rajs
Drupada returned to hig own country ; buf he swore thab
the day should come when he would be revencrecl npon
Drona.

The story of this expedition against Drupada is
somewhat isolated in the Mahd Bhéirata, but still
appears to have an important bearing upon the
main incident in the Epie, The defeat of the Kau-
ravas and vietory of the Pdndavas may be somewhat
mythical; and, indeed, chiefly serve to illustrate
the ﬂmdumy of the omgmzﬂ bards to celebrate the
praises of the Pandavas at the expense of the Kau-

ravas. But the division of the Raj of .Drupada,

seems to imply that Drona had some claim to the

half share, and confirms the suspicion already ex-

Gengrn.phu al
osition of tho
aj of Panchila.

pressed that Drona was a brother or near kinsman
of Drupada, and that the Brahmanical compﬂem
have suppressed the relationship in order to repre-
sent Drona as a Brédhman.

The geographical position of the Raj of Panchéla
opens up a curions question of inquiry. | The name
has been sometimes applied to the Punjub, and the
Raj certainly appears to have been situated in elose

contiguity with that of Hastindpur.  But Manu

identifies Panchdla with Kanouj, which is at least
two hundred miles from Hastindpur; whilst the
compilers of the Mah4 Bhirata indulge in far
grander ideas, and seem to indicate that the Raj of
Bhérata extended over the northern Doab, whilst
the Raj of Panchdla occupied the move southerly
portion as far as the junction of the Ganges and
Jumnd. It will be scen hereafter that the Raj of



it 'P&nchéla was pi-obably a htfle tuntory in the more m%tgﬁ on

o mtmedmte neighbourhood of Hastimdpur, (L gt g
i A

" The story of the rivalry between Yudhishthira 7 T
_ &nd Duryodhana for the post of Yuvaraja, or heir- |
' _"'atpparent may now be related as follows ; — it

. When the war against Drupada was fully over, there rih, Rigiy bee
tween Yud mh-

was more ill blood betwoeen the Kauravas and the Pindavas thirs snd Dux
yvodhava, forthe

‘than had ever been befor ‘e, bocause the Kauravas had been post of Yuvi- i
’defeated by Drapada, and the Péndavas had gained  the i

i vmbory. ‘Meantime the Mabdrajo decided that Yudhishs

| thira, the eldest sonof Péndu, had the best right to succeed

. him in the Raj ; and jas the custom was, Yudbishthira was yuauisnhia |
jiy _m&hﬂﬂeﬁ oy Yuvald:]a,, ov. “ Little Raja.””  Then Yudhish~ ::;n?;mc?:%ﬁl;;ﬁ-
thira begtm to rule the Raj for his uncle the Mahdraja, and """
_ tshe glory of his réign hocame greater than the glory of his

futher Pindu; for though be was not skilful in the use of

arms like Bhima or Avjuna, his wisdom and virtue were
- f’a.maﬁ@'ﬁhrdug‘uout the land, and his truthfulness, aud juse
tice, and pauence on all occasions rendered him beloved by

all people, -
R when Yudhishthira was appointod Yuvaraja, his Jealousy ot Duse
cousin Duryodbana was in great affliction, and Duryodhana 4™
plcf‘ted day and night with his brotheér Duhsdsana, and his

unele Sakuni, a,nd his friend Karna, how to bring about the :
\destrriction of the Pindavas. One day when the Mahdraja gonversationbo-

tween P .ui

._waa quite alone, Dulyodhana went into his presence, and hlari;;ﬁanjru
Mahiraja

. spoks to him as follows :—* O my father, why have you Remonstratesat :

he K
showny stch small xegard for your own sons, and treated H Kmavas i

_ them %o unworthily ?  You were the clder brother of Raja 21‘{:‘112.,‘3;5:;“’-
- '-Pﬁndu, and ought to have succoeded to the Raj, but you AL

gaye up the whole to your younger brother ; and now you I

have passed by your own sons, and have intrusted the

management of all affairs to the song of Péndu: The Raj

i yours by right, and the inheritance should descend to us

who are your sons ; why, then, do you give the preference

to othors, and make us small and contemptible in the eyes

of all people?”  Dhritardshtra replied :—“ O my son, iy
YoL. L. 7




ntsmw o brother Pﬁ.ndu was mthout an equa] in all t‘he world and
XDIA - how with my blindness could T pretend to govern tho Raj?
s His sons after him are endued with every qualification for
the management of affairs, and give every satisfaction to all
_ the people ; how then can I banish them from my councils ?
Moreover, Yudhishthira possesses the most praiseworthy
qualities, such as you do mot yourself possess; how then
can I be at enmity with him, and exclode him from the
government £  Duryodhana said =1 know of no such
qualifications as render Yudhishthira superior to me, but I
“do know that in the field I am more than a match for half a
seore of Yudhishthiras: So if you are resolved to exclude
me from all share in the management of the Raj,- T will
certa,inly kill myself, and thus get rid of all my vexa-

] 1 1 1t " ) ;._"‘ : il i
!k g‘};: \ Mahirajn tions.,””  Dhritardshtra rephed : O my son; why do you

| the admivisae give way to such violent impatience? If you sre bent
tion between

| Dutyoihana  upon exercising power I will divide the management,

it and Yudhish-

and give the half to you and other hall to ‘Yudhishthira ;
80 that hpucoforth there shall be no strife 'betmxt him
M and you.”
' Daryodwanasti- . When the Mahdraja had thus z,pokem, Buryadhana'

| palates for & di-

i s s o
Yision ofthe said 1— [ accept your propositicn, O my father; but let

1 A e tho the country be divided, so that the Pdndavas can take their

0 Mbde

own land and rule there, whilst I and my brethren stay here
at Hastindpur, and govern under you ; for if both we and
they dwell in the same place there may be foud between us,
and many of our friends may be slain’ 'The Mahiraja
replied :— The great head of oar family is Bhishma, and
he will never be satisfied if the Pindavas are sent away to
a distance from this city ; neither will Drona or Vidura
rest content; how then can I tell them to go?”’  Duryod-
hana said :— O Mahdraja, it i8 beneath your dignity to
consult others : Do you summon the Péndavas, and command
them to go to the city of Virandvata, and dwell there for
i gome time; and they will obhey your commands without

The Masiraja delay, and after they are gone, nobody will trouble about

‘sends the Pan-

davas todwell the matter.”” Accordingly the Mahdraja did as Duryod-

forawhile in the ‘ ¥ ; :
gityotVirnd: hana counselled.  He sent for Yudhishthira and said to






CHAFPTER 11T,
FIRST EXILE OF THE PANDAVAS.

swrory of | WrrH the journey of the Pindavas to the city of
INDIA. i ; _ ) _
Pamr I Varandvata the narrative undergoes an entire change,

Attthentictmh- and for a brief period the authentic tradition is ut-

(1 tion of the first 1
~ exiorthe Pan- terly lost in a later fiction. Here it may be remarked

| davas lost in o

o terfiewon.  that so long as the scene is laid in the eity of Has-

J AMythiead cha-
I o b il V- tindpur, or its immediate neighbourhood, so long

-_,fg"’:"%z‘,{}ii:??tn“ the story seems to approxima*e to historic truth ;
AR but when the locality is removed to a disharme of
hundreds of miles from Hastindpur, th ative i
immediately reduced to the conditio
religions myth or a palpable fictior uch 15 t
| case as regards the alleged journey of the Péndwaq
| Vhennbvate, e t0_the city of Varandvata, the mode L Alldhahéd,
modern Allaha- H
i, sty milesto the sacred city at the junetion of the Gangos and
Hostingpur. |\ J umn(u,, and one of the most famous place& of pil-
' grimage in Hinddstan. A geographical interval of
five hundred miles separates the cl’fy of Hastindpur
from the city of Alldhabdd; and, in all probability,
a chronological interval of some thousand years separ-
ates the old tradition of the sons of Péndu from the
modern fiction of their visit to the city of Virand-
| vata. A better judgment, however, will be forimed
8 fire ﬁﬁfo}l he after a brief narrative of the events which ave said

Phndyvas, some

thousd yewrs §0 have transpired, and which. ‘mway now be related
ater than th 3
ongmattrdi- g9 follows :— '




 UIL--FIRSY EXILE OF Tﬁi;é'fmm:im; R L

Bef'are the P:‘indavas departo& out of ¢hia ity of Hasg. msmmr 0 LA
-tmﬁpnr, their uncle Vidura took them aside, and told them ;f:ffi il
that when they arrived at the city of Virandvata they should N

beware of fire; and he repeated a verse to the brethren, plob ”ﬂﬁhﬁu’{;mf'- '

and said ;= Should a man come to you, and repeat tnis L{:amﬁimiﬂ
verse, put your trust in him, and receive him as a man sent Virnivata.
by me for your deliverance.” After many days the five
Pindavas, and their mother Kunti, reached the city of
. Vidrangvata; and very speedily their eyes were opened to a
wicked plot which had been devised by Duryodhana and
 his friends. That jealous Chieftain, ever bent upon the
destroction of his kinsmen, had sent on a trusty rotainer,
. named Purochana, to prepare a handsome house in the city
of Virandvata for the reception of the sons of Pindu ; and
Purochana had beon secretly commanded to fill the honse
with hemp and vesin, and to plaster the walls with a mortar
 of grease and pitch; so that some night, when the Pindavas
and  their mother were fast asleep, the doors might be
closely fastened on the ontside, and the house set on fire,
and all within it be consumed in the flames. Accordingly
Purochana welcomed the Phndavas with every sign of re- Defails of the
joicing ; and he conducted them first to the College of holy 3;:,3?::::;";?'1‘&.]«‘:!"
men, where they paid every respect and veverence to the ot
devotees, and received their blessings and good wishes in
veturn; and next he led them to the house prepared for
their reception, and presented each of them with a collation
~and fruit, together with gold and jewels, silks and cloths, as _
| is customary among the Rajas. Yudhishthira was amazed suspicionsof
. ab the splendonr of the habitation, bubt he began fo smell T
- the mortar, and told his suspicions to his brother Bhima.
Afber this a man came from Vidura, and repeated the verse
‘which had been agreed upon, and said :—¢ Vidura has sent
me to dig an under-ground passage from your house, to
deliver you from it should it be set on fire.” So after much Diggingof & £ub-
discourse together, they secretly employed the man to dig s o
a passage under-ground, by which they could escape out of
the house, should the dwelling be set on fire and the doors
be locked on the outside. When the under-groand passage



}mmm 01? Was all completé B}uma resolved that. he wml& work upon" j

i I}ﬁglﬁ. Purochana, who was hvmg in a house close by, all the mis-

ot —— chief that Purochana was meditating against hnnsalf and
Bnama aubiots
_ 'E’."E-“.:"“" plothy brethren, Now it so happened that one da.y Kunt{ invited
i hoe ‘o Puro-  af] the poor people of the city, and gave them a feast; and
.mf&*wp:o amongst her guests was a Bhil woman and her ﬁvo sons,
who, &(‘curdmg to the practice of their tribe, drank a large
quantity of strong liquor, and then lay down and slept
heavily. » That same night a violent wind arose, and Blifma
stole out through the passage, and strongly barricaded the
i house of Purochana, and set it on fire; and the flames
_%lg}tm of thy speedily destroyed the building and reached the honse of
"il.mt%g’:;aﬁm' . the Pindavas; and Bhima Lhan conducted his mother and
. Bsapeorthe  brethren through the passage undur-gmund and hurried
|1 Pindavas and,
jlfxit: into the . them away into the jungle. Next morning the pe,ople of
i ' the city saw that both houses were destroyed by fire, and
believed that all the inmates had perished; for they dis-
covered the blackened remains of Purochana and his serv-
ants, and also those of the Bhil woman and her five sons,
whom they took to be those of Kunti and the Pandavas.
The tidings soon reached the city of Hagtindpur, and the
oy of tho i Kanravas vejoiced greatly at the supposed death of their

g, andd sors

pow of theeldors @ } b
e e o enemies the Pindavas ; ; but Bhishma, Drona, and Dhntsa,

i 'P;‘:{;};gﬁ | raghtra were affected even unto tears,

stoortnevist It would be presumptuous perhaps to state

L of tha Pindavas

| o Visnania, positively that there is no foundation whatever

e he referred to

Balmase* for this story in the original and authentic legend ;

yot it bears such evident traces of being entirely

f-omposed in the later age of Brabmanical revival,
| that it is impossible to escape the inference. The
I mr:;}lggmgm whole story twrns upon burning the house of kins-
i _kg‘,{.‘g;‘fﬁﬁm men, whilst those kinsmen are asleep inside; and
' ‘this idea would be altygether repugnant to the
sentiment of honour which undoubtedly provailed

amongst the ancient Kshatriyas, who regarded an




attaﬁk upon a sleepmn' enemy as a hemous crime.! Hlﬂl'fh?jﬁ
. But at the same time, this idea would be perfectly = pina
 familiar to the Brahmanical compilers of the Mahd F*?;;iﬁﬂ&#"
Bhdrata, who had only recently engaged in burning ﬁa%mg‘;‘:ﬁy.ﬁ i
. down the monasteries and temples uf the Bllddh]otﬂ el
with all the deadly hate of religious persecutors. _
" Again, the subordinate details of the fiction refer, sunrtinatade-
in every way, to a later and more luxurious age. %&ﬁ‘fﬁ% N
The city of Virandvata is said to have been famous

for gold and jewels. The College of holy men to

which the Pandavas were introduced on their arrival,
. is either Buddhist or Brahmanical ; and so, too, is

. the feast given by Kunt{ to all the poor of the city ;

~ whilst the alleged magnificence of the house in which
the Péndavas wore lodged, and the presents of gold
and jewels, silks and cloths, belong altogether to a

lute period of Hindd eivilization. The story of the

Bhil woman and her five sons who were burnt
alive in the house, aud originated the rumour that
the Pdndavas and their mother had perished in the
flames, is also precisely one of those artificial turms
_in a narrative which betray the hand of the romancer _
or novelist, Altogether, it seems most probable The fetion e

! : ted fo naso-
. that the whole story is a later fiction, introduced for ‘aﬁﬁl‘f{;’tﬁ?ﬂe'
the sole purpose of associating the Péndavas with the e Al

| __famou:: gity of Vrandvata.? L
1 Haying made their escapo from the city of Va- snosd ocape
i, 1e Péndavas
-ranévata., the Pdndavas are said to have disguised fom theetyor |

Viransvaia antp i
the great jumgle, 1)1

1 Compare the .story of the terrible revenge of Aswatthoma, in the night of
‘the last:day of the great war | where it will by seen that Aswatthime, even whilst
bent upon being vevenged on the murderer of his father, awoke his sleeping enemy
- before slaying him.'
e A extraordmary well, ox under-ground passago, still exists in the Fort at
Allahabéd, and is pointed out as the veritable passage through which the Pan-
davs riade their way out of the burning house between thivty aud forty certurics
ago.



wrory or themselves as Brdhmans, and to have proceeded
ane 1, with all haste into the great jungle. Now if the

| Phniacone ‘indavas may be _ﬁccepted'_ as the represmlt;a,ti.ves.':
| mepsenatives. of the Aryan race, it would appear from the story
we 1 that they had advanced far away to the eastward
of the Aryan outpost at Hastindpur, and had almost

reached the centre of the land of aborigines. T

| pomesotie divection was undoubtedly the very one which was
SR o) Livasion | ; I . ks
-ﬁ,“ﬁ'izﬁ‘;ﬂg?“h eventually taken by the Aryan invaders ; that is,

they pushed their way from the Punjab towards the
south-east, along the fertile valleys of the Gangesand
Jumné, until they arrived at the junction of the two
rivers at Alldhabid. Probably, as already indicated,
this migration occupied a vast period of unrecorded
time, and the Aryans may not have reached All4.
‘habdd until ages after the Kauravas and Pandavas
i had fought their famous battle for the little Raj at
later legends of Hastindpur.  But when the story of the war of the

the was of the

."."f}rﬂi'i%’égiﬁ:f Mahé Bhirata had been converted into a national

Aoiyotshes-eas tradition, it seems mot unlikely that the legends of
T the later wats waged by the Avyans againgt the
aborigines during their progress towards the south-
east, would be tacked on to the original navrative,
This process appears to have been carried  out
by the compilers of the Mahd Bhdrata; and al-
though, as will be seen hereafter, the adventures

LE L of the Pdndavas in the jungle, and their encounters
(P . with Asuras and Rékshasas, are all palpable fictions,
e )| they are valuable as traces which have been Jeft

i the minds of the people of the primitive wars of
- the Aryans against the aborigines. i

:@g%@rm T he a-d‘f'entqres of a band of warlika emigr}}-nfs
gt thoon: whilst seeking for new homes amongst an aboriginal
ey people: population have been generally found amongst the




LR

| ",{'ea.rhest eventa n tho hxstory of pooplﬂ The.se nxs;r\gii v
-wars, however, have rarely been recorded with truth- Paus wroli
Al gimplicity by a prose annalist, but have generally 777
fallen into the hands of bards, whose object was
rather to gratify their audience than to instruct them
in authentic history. Sometimes when the national 1 National tndl
legends have corresponded to the national religion, yhengome
the narrative has assumed a historic form, a8 in the s
conquests of Joshua, and to some extent in the lives
of Samson, of Gideon, and of Jephthah. But when m;ggzlk;dﬂ?g
the national religion hasundergone modifications, as rhigion.
in the case of (ireece and Rome, the legends have
~ been remodelled by poets and dramatists, and con-

verted into religious myths. Still further, when convertedints

nursery slories

the old rellmou has been driven out altoweihu g, hton Ehe ol e 1}

liggion has heen
drivern outbya

- anew and rachcally foreign religion like Chr igbianity new o

has taken its place,; the traditions of forgotten wars

have been left in the hands of ballad singers and

- beldames, and consequently have been converted

into barbarous nursery stories of giants and ogres.

‘This latter fate has certainly befallen the traditions

cof forgotten wars in Europe ; and a similar fate has

befallen the Hindd traditions of the wars between

the A,rya.ns and aborigines. &
It 1s somewhat remarkable that the general simi- strinstutan

ity betwean

__ Ia.mty of circumstances under which Hindd and Hinds iy

rapesn tradi-

European traditions of primitive wars have been fo e &

exaggerated and modified, has resulted in a striking
similarity in the fictions themselves. They are cha« Characteristios

of Hindwfiction,
‘racterized by the same rude vigour of imagination ;

‘and consequently present the same extravagant pic-
tures of the horrible combined with a broa.d sense of Wars of Biima

the repre-

. o0 tay f
humour, which are precisely fitted to the tastes of an gt

u_m:.ultl_\fctted people. In the Hindd hutmns the Hetee



m_on*z oF a,borlg‘mes aro descmbed undszar thﬂ names of Asuraai
Pﬁfrﬁ' ‘and Rékshasas, as being giants and cannibals, and of
course hideously repulsive ; whilst the Arvyan settlers,

of whom Bhima as the strongest man of the Pdndavas

_i8 pre-eminently the type, are xepresented a8 oyers
coming their enemy by strength of arm, and under

| cireumstances of rough comicality not unlike those
| which sometimes appear in a Christmas pantomime.
i ':5opmmeyuf 1t need scarcely be added that such stories aro ex-

the fiotions:
- ceedingly popular with the Hindds; and indeed theo
degree to which the alternations of nnrth and wonder
ary excited, is scarcely conceivable excepting by
those who can sympathize in the undoubting and
childish credulity of the masses.

To reject such stories as unfitted to the dlgmt}
o of history would be to lose some valuable glimpses
ﬂ’-‘”‘ﬂ;“ﬂo‘;gﬂe of into the inner life of ancient nations. The narratives
’{m“m“*""”' may be palpable fictions, but they are true to an
%?%f;#:::ﬂm element of human nature ; that element which leads
) legs belonsiug tho imagination to depict olrcumbtanceq, not as they

yhitherroler o va, but as they would he best received in the times
in. which they are related. Histories of every de-

seription must be especially regarded from this point
of view. The question of how far they represent
the real facts of the period to which' they refer is
doubtless of primary importance, but it is nearly as
important to consider how far they illustrate the
ideas, the feelings, and the judgments of the age in
which they were produced; for histories in general
represent far more truthfully the spirit of the period
in which they are written than the facts of the
-Mergﬁi. tobe pertod to which they refer. Accordingly in relating
oo and. the stories of Bhima’s adventures with the Asuras, the

- theaudiences to
e “*‘“’“‘ o Y. attention should be divided between the mirthful and




rmsr mmfm oF 'THL Pmnams

o marvellous 1nculents on the one hand, a.nd the opm—

~ moutlied andiences on the other; hetwnen the gro-
| tesque and horrible scenes, and the alternate laughter

| and terror of the men, women, and children who are |
looking on. Nor must the narrator of the story be
entively forgotten; for the sympathies which exist
bhetween the Hmdu story-teller; and the events he is
__de‘%cnbmb, and the people to whom he 'is tell
ing his tale of wonder, would be almost incon-
ceivable to the European who may read a hmtory
| aloud without actiont and without vivacity, Thusin
. the opemun‘ scene of the first fiction, where the giant
. Bhima is carrying his mother and three brothers
t,hro_u_gh a dreadful forest haunted with wild beasts
and Asuras, an enthusiastic narrator will represent
' Bhima by carrying two children on his back and one
. under each arm ; and will moreover imitate the roar-
. ing of lions and tigers, and indulge in hideous
. grimaces to indicate the cannibal propensities of the
. Asuras, With these preliminary observations, the

attention may now be directed to the stories them-

~ selves.  The first fiction is as follows :—

' Now when the Pindavas escaped from the burning house
'm the city of Vérandvata, they proceeded in all haste to-
wards the southern jungle, which was inhabited by wild
"beasts, and also by Rdkshasas and Asuras, who were eaters
of men. And Kunt{ and all her sons, excepting Bhima,
. were very weary ; but Bhima was tall and strong, and he
_carried his mother and elder brother on his back, and one of
his youngor brethren under each of his arms, whilst Arjuna
followed close behind. Next morning they passed along
‘the western bank of the river Ganges, and procecded more
and more towards the south, until they reached a very dark
and dreadful forest; and all, excepting Bhima, were so
overpowered with sleep that they throw themselves beneath

lIIS'H}RY m‘- e
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PART II‘ _

Action nl' t}.w
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heightening fhe | 1
Interent of bhe |

fictiony,

156 Fietion.
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through ths
great Ol'hﬁa-



_?—TOBY OF A tree, amd were seon ina profozmd slnmber, w}ulst Bhimm

\ 'f!m h:j)amwm
1 idimba, and

stood by to guard them, Tt so happened that hard by, was.
- the abode of a terrible Asura and man-eater, named Hidimba, i
who had yellow eyes and a borrible aspect, but who pos-

.-"-hm hmiubff’ulsis sessed greal strength ; and he had a sister, named Hidimbi,

who was very tall and handsome.  Now the cannibal
| Hidimba smelt hnman heings in the neighbourhood of his
den, and he sent out his sister to bying them in; but when

she saw thé long arms and mighty form of Bhfma., reﬁplend-—'. i

ent with royal vestments and rich jewels, she fell in love

_':-I{ilhmbz’a ol with him, and straightway proposed to carry him away into

™ the jungle upon her back, and to leave the others for her bro-
ther to devour.  But Bhima refused to desert hig mother and
brethren in such extremity, and declared himself willing to
ﬁght the Asura, Whilst he was thus speaking, the monster
came up furious with wrath ai the delay of his sister, and
engaged in battle with Bhima. First the Asura and Bhima,
fought with fists; then thoy tore up trees and cndgelled
pach other ; and then, when all the trees had heen torn up

and broken to pieces, they attacked each other with vast

stones,  The Pdndavas were awakened by the noise of the
combat, and Arjuna came up to help his brother; but at

::_,_-Horrlﬁle death. that moment Bhfma seized the Asura by the wmst and

whirled hiwn round several times, and dashed out his brains
~ against the ground ; and then holding hig head under one
arm he so belaboured him with his fist that he broke every
bone in his body. AR i

Then the sister of the Asura set up a cry so Lormblu thab :

| the wild beasts of the jungle fled away from fear; but after

a while, when she saw that Bhima was leaving the place
together with his mother and brethren, she ceased her eries
o and began to follow them. And Bhima desived ' her to

-:-'M; e 1 return to the abiding-place of her Lrother ; but she replied

that as she had chosen him for her huabzmd, she would
never leave him, but henceforth be his faithful slave. She
then threw herself at the feet of Kuntf, and wept bitterly,
~and said . — O lady, command your son to take me as his
wife, for I have known no man ; and if he refuse to take me



00

o L will kill mysulf' antl my blood wsll be upon your head.” msm]])w ol
o Kunti, belie ving that the strong Asura woman, experi- If.ﬂmlléi. '
| enced in the jungle, would greatly help them in their T ..

_so_]ourmngs, desired Bhima to marry her; and Bhima took qe:gm;?&:g
Hidimbi as his wife, and the marriage rites were duly per- '

formed by his elder brother Yudhishthira. And Bhima took uma},mm,:;

honeymoon 4

hia-;uewly married wife, and went away to a beautiful $pob on Bhima and B

¥ y v P o d } I
‘& mountain, where the flowers were blooming and a crystal )

 ytream was flowing, and the trees were laden with fruits of

the choicest description; and there Hidimbi brought him:'

every day such prodigions guantities of excellent food that

hie rejoiced exceedingly.  And in due course a son was bom

to them as robust as his parents ; and Bhima then returned

' with his wife to his mother and brethren, and presented his

. Stardy infant to the delighted Kuntf.

The ioregomrr fiction is chiefly remarkable for Teview o tho
ia: |

the downright p]aumess of the points of interest. mxomesim.
plicity of the

. The gloomy forest, the wild beasts, the canmbals, ponis of inter.
. the strong man carrying his mother and brethren,
the terrible Asura and his handsome sister, the tri-
umph of Bhima, the outspoken desire of the hand-
some Asura to become the wife of the strong man,
the marriage, the honeynoon, and the birth of a boy,
all follow one another with a simplicity which is as

- charming as a story invented by a child, The death Extraordinon

‘to which the Asura is subjected is espeua,lly Worthy Bhina. destroy-

eAs
of notice, for it is not only mythical in itself, but is i

. sufficient to indicate a myth. In the authentic
tradition of the great war it will be seen that Bhima
beheaded his enemy and drank his blood ; but in the
myths he either whirls his enemy round and dashes
out his braing, or rends him asunder, or kneads up
his flesh, blood, and bones inte an e\tramdmary
ball. A modern critic might also object to the im- Trprobubilities
probability of Bhima leaving his mother and brothers i



