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histohy op because slue had chosen him a t her Swjj^amvara. But 
Madri was a lady of the Madi-a country, whom Bhishma had

------ ,—..— bought w ith money and jewels from her brother Salya, who
was the Eaja of Madra.

0f Piindu. This' Baja Pdnda was a  m ighty warrior, mid he carried 
on many wars, and conquered many countries, ho th a t m 
his time the Raj was as great and glorious as it was in, the 

p&ndu devotes old tim e of Raja BM rata.1® But Raja Pandu v as much
himself to hunt- . , , , , , , i i i
iiiix.iiithe liimiv given to huntiiig, and when some years had passed away,

he went away with his two wives to the Himalay a mountains, 
k vo sons of and spent his time in hunting deer. A nd five sons were
M tbepandaivas. hom  to Pa udu, namely, three sons by ivunti, and two sons 

by Madri, and their names were Yudhishthira, Bhfina, 
paiidncursedby Arjuna, INakula, and Sahadeya. And it so happened that 

one day Panda shot his arrows at two d e e r ; and the  two 
deer were a Brahman sage and his wife, who -were accom­
panying'together in that form ; and the Brahman' assumed 
his proper shape and cursed Pandu that lie should die in 

w^theTOwof the embrace of one of his wives. Then Pandu took the 
vow of a Brahmachari, and gave all Ms wealth and goods .to 
the Brahmans, and lived apart from his wives ; but one day 

Ms death. he sought the  company of his wife Madri, and he perished 
in her arms according to the curse of the sage.

Mate, younger W hen Raja P4ndu had thus died, his sons ' built ..up a
wife df Ptadti ■ •' ,  • , .  . ,  '  n ,  .. . ;
hiirns iic.rs(j!f funeral pile on which, to b u m  his dead body, and his wivesidivo with her ‘ , , , , , ,,,
dead hvwhaud. disputed together as to which of them, should burn .hersell 

alivo upon .the pile with the dead body of the Raja. An d 
Kunfcf said :—■“ I  must burn myself with the -Raja, for I  was 

. his first wife and his chief Rdiii.”  But Madri said :— “ Not 
1 so, for I  was his favourite wife, and he died out of love 
} for mo.” A nd the Br&hmana who were there listened to 
1 all that the two women had to say, and. they decided in

*» Eaja Ptedn is said to have undertaken a great campaign, which would 
have extended his empire over all Hindustan., from the Punjab to Bengal, find from 
the slopes of the Himalayas to the Vindliya mountains. The Dasarnas, or people 
of the Ten Ports, cannot be identified, though Professor II H. Wilson thinks that 
they may be found in the neighbourhood of Chattisgnrh in the Cpntral Provinces 
(sou Wilson’s note, Vislmu PurCina, p. 186). Magadhfe eofcrespoads to 1 ho modern 
Bahai. Mithiia is.the modern Tirhfit, famous as the birth-place of Slt&, the wife 
of Tlfima,



favour of Miadri. So Mtulri laid her.so] r itpoii the pile by lufo’osY or 
•••he side of her dead,husband, and perished in the fire. y a w u  •

Meantime the blind Dim tarasUtra had reigned over the --------~~
‘ Haj of .Bhdrata, and he sent messengers to  the Ita ia  of mh«* MnftS** 

Gimdhura, to ask for his daughter Gandhari hi m arriage.
And the Baja of Gandham betrothed his daughter to Mamw g.uhj- 
iJlirifam alitra; and when the damsel heard tha t she was g'|l,J.y ,f 
betrothed to a blind husband, she tied a handkerchief 
ro u n d . h er eyes, ;|so th a t she m ight be like unto h er lord.
•And Gdndliiin was conducted to the city of Hastinfipur by 
her brother Sakuni, and married to Baja I>hti%fishfera,

, according to the ordinance; and thenceforward she ever 
remained blindfold in the  presence of her .husband Dhritar- 
ashfcra. A ho Q-andhari gave b irth  to a family of sons,, who. Son# of Dhrft;** 
wu.y*e nam ed Kauravas after their ancestor .Kura,, to  d is tin ' olmSkiri*1 

! $ ui«h from the Pfmdavaa or sons of Pflndu. And the’ i w ^ . th0
eldest of her sons was nam ed Duryodhana, and the  chief 

[ among h is brethren was Duhstisana,
Now when'-Maidri aud burnt hersell with the dead body;Knnpftrrimnt 

>i Raja 1 andn, .L.untp the  first wile,, se t out to re tu rn  to the hw fl've son*'of 
Cluj of t hud lunjiur, accompanied by the  five sons of the de­
ceased. Baja. A,id Kptd'i and the five Pundavr.s arrived a t 
the palace, and told the blind Baja Dhriturfishtm how his 
brother Pandu liad perished in tho’jungle. And Baja D im - 
taraslitra wept .much, at hearing of the  death of his 'brother, 
ami duly performed the funeral rites of bathing and offering 
oblations of water to  the soul of the deceased Pand.u. And 
he received his sister-in-law Kuntf and  the five Pdndava* -m vA„A^  
with m uch affection, and  they took up. their abode in liiu pZ^'itM ho 
palace along with Giindhari and the Kauravas. fosuwa*.

The forgoing legend demands some considcra- a^mvofl„n 
■tion. Pandu is said, to have obtained the Raj, be- few"®JS??i,,d 
cause Iris elder brother was blind, and 'his younger J?hn,,‘“**ut,H* 
brother was the son of a slave girl, a Siidra. But 
it seems -difficult, to understand why the younger 
brother should have been taken into consideration.
The white complexion of .Pandu was however ro- ™p!,rpr('u&Wy

vox,, i. 5 •
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history of garclecl as a blemish, and was .probably •indicative of 
■pASjyii leprosy. Accordingly it may bo inferred that Pandu,

...... would have been excluded like Dhiitardshtra, had it
not so happened that Yidura was begotten upon a 
slave.

susTiipious de- . The marriages of Pdnclu are also deserving of 
notice. Iv.un.ti was: his first and most celebrated wife, 

ttiq but her origin is involved in some obscurity. She 
[ioSpkintha 8â  to. have been'.the daughter of Kunti-bhoja, a 

Chieftain in the Yindhya mountains, and to have 
chosen Pfindu for her husband at her Sway am vara. 
The statement as regards her .birth seems not alto- 

{ gethcr improbable. The BkojaS,' of whom her father 
* was Chieftain, were a rude race who appear to have 
I preceded, the Rajputs ami to have occupied the 
Yindhya mountains in the Malwa country,17 and it 

1 is just possible that Pandu obtained a wife from such 
|a  family. But the statement that Kuntf chose Pdndu 
at her Swayamvara is open to suspicion, for it seems 
scarcely possible that she should of her own accord 
have chosen a man for her husband who was white 
complexioned, or who, in other words, presented the 
appearance of a leper. But another statement is 

:;iy)hi**cK«mti added which is still, more questionable. She is said
. was,idie cta$h‘ t x
iZmiMhw*St* to have been tlie daughter, not of Kunti-bhoja, but 
Knuma. 0£ a Chieftain named Sura, who belonged to the Ya* 

dava tribe; and it is added that Sura and Kunti- 
bhoja were friends, and that the latter was childless, 
and therefore Sura presented him with Kuntf, whilst 
still an infant, to bring up as his own daughter.

Now Sura was the grandfather of the celebrated
11 Comp. Wilson’s note to Vishnu Puriina,. pp. ISC, 418. The tribe of Bliojss. 

are said to toe still represented by the Dhar Rajas. Relies of the tribe may also 
he found in -western liahar.
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. Krishna, and the improbable story of his giving his history or 
infant daughter to the Bhoja chieftain seems to bo a )™ ',
my tli, introduced for the purpose of connecting the.... .....
family of .Krishna with that of the heroes of the 
■Mahi Bhdrata. The extraordinary history' of Krishna 

! uotn as a ‘warrior and a god -will form the subject
{ • ■ i * i  °  •’ Mi&.Htorata
5 of consideration hereafter; but it may he generally j$J$S$jg$ 

stated that his -worship was adopted by the Br&h- ■r̂onnuct the rni- 
I mans, and that the Brahmanical compilers of the 

Maha Bhfirata especially inculcated. the worship oflamily' 
Krishna as an incarnation of Vishnu. Accordingly 

; throughout, the MaM Bh&rata they have endeavoured 
; to Combine as far as possible the traditionary history 
| ot Krishna with that of the heroes who fought in the 

great war, much in the same manner as they have 
brought in the mythical history of Vy&sa. There, i S Contnuft tw 
however a difference between the two attempts which tarn-ai thjdjlf 
is highly significant. The traditions of Krishna are K!i miK '  
to a great extent historical, and true to human na_sp<wtto8v*'lsa- 
ture, but those relating to Vy&sa are mythical in­
ventions of a supernatural character,. The result is 
that whilst it is easy to eliminate the myths referring 
to Vy&sa, it is difficult to separate the traditions of 
Krishna from those of Bh&rnta; and thus, whilst it 
is impossible, to avoid the conviction that there is no 
real connection :hotween the two series, it is better, 
where absolute proof is not forthcoming, to permit 
the connection to stand.

The story of the marriage of P&ndu to his second Mtum, theater 
wife Madia is perhaps less open to suspicion. ’Madra otothe
M.the ancignt name for Bliootan, and there seems HiuiH'
some reason for believing"'that"Ml'drf belonged to 
one o) the mountain tribes occupying the southern 
slopes of the IXim&layas, but probably much further



toouT of, to the westward than the countiy of Bhootan. She.’was 
J>Aitr u- purchased with money and jewels from her brother 

Salya, who is described as the Raja of Madra; and 
the customs' attributed to the people of his country 
are precisely of that depraved character which pre­
vails to this day amongst the tribes of the Himalayas.

■jhnmTOu*oiis- They indulged in promiscuous intercourse without.
piputMudra. regard to relationship. They would eat flesh and.

drink, wine until they were drunk, and then would 
dance together in a medley. If victorious in a battle 
they never gave quarter to the enemy; but if they 
were defeated they made over their wires and chil­
dren -to the conquerors without sham© or concern.18

Difficulty as re- The inferences to be drawn from the marriages.
»s»rf6< the birth r  . ,ot Tandu are somewhat, vague and. unsatisfactory.

The statement that lie obtained one wife from the 
Vindhya mountains, and another from Bliootan,.is , 
open to suspicion ; whilst the further statement that 

| Kunti was the real daughter of Sara, and only the 
I adopted daughter of Kunt.i-bhoja, is apparently 
* mythical.19 The compilers of the Malui Bhurafa 

have So frequently tampered with the text for the 
purpose of associating Krishna or his family with that 
of the Pdndavas, that it is difficult to accept state­
ments which have that object in view. For the

See the charges brought by Kama'-against Salya on the seventeenth day of 
the great war.

■ , 10 The only 'circumstances .under which female adoption is recognized by ..he
Iliudhs is in. the case of prostitutes and dancing girls, who are permitted to adopt 
(laughters for the purpose of bringing them up to their own profession.

The'traditions respecting Krishna' and his family have been so 'extensively' 
garbled that it 'is difficult to arrive at the facts. Krishna's real parents arc said 
to have, boon Vasudeva, a chief of the Yhdavas, and .Dorahi, a damsel of the royal 
family of the Bhojas, reigning ht.Matharh; whilst his apparent parents were 
Nouda and Vasodfc, a cowherd and oowherdess: dwelling at Golmla. It will ho > 
ecen hereafter that the 'tfrurao is probably the tn.itli; that he was really the. son 
of a cowherd, bit that bis biographers invented an absurd and impossible myth for 
the purpose of assigning to him a nobler parentage.

0 8  'THE MAW A BflA BATA.
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pro* tot, therefore, the parentage of Kuna must bo 1W’‘N>1JJ°* 
regarded as altogether doubtful, e*« a

Tho history of Pandu’s life in toe jungle is tided 
with mythical details, which are introduced for the 
sole purpose of ascribing supernatural powers to a muSie. 
Brahman’s curse. He is said to have departed with 
his two wives to the southern slope of the 1 fimalayas 
for tho sake of indulging his passion for hunting ; 
but in all probability he retired on account of his 
leprosy;'1' Tho remaining details of his life might £«■ 
well bo passed over in Silence. The wild idea of a 
sage taking the form of a deer, and the ostentatious 
statement that Panda gave all his property to the 
Brahmans, are equally unworthy of criticism. But c>)-
the statement that Maori perished with Pdndu upon 
the funeral pile demands some consideration. The oS h  m* <>i 
original idea of Sat I was simply that of sending* lcyKPttiu 
a ’favourite wife to keep company with her husband 
after death. When the ancient Scythians buried a 
king, they strangled one of his concubines, and 
buried her with him, together with his cup-bearer, 
cook, groom, waiting-man, messenger, and favourite 
horses,21 Amongst the Thracians there existed a 
still more significant custom. Every Thracian had p “ yy;11K 
several wives, and whenever a man died, a sharp h, l! v’1

»  A curious Buddhist legend respecting the retirement of both a Princess and 
a Raj* on account of leprosy is to be found in the Malmwaiwi. A Princess named 
Priya in the oily of Kapila was seized, with white leprosy, and was taken to a dis­
tant. jungle, ..ml placed in a large cave where.she was supplied with fife, fuel, and, 
all kinds' of food, At tho same time lifnna, Raja of Benares, was seized with tin 
same disorder, and abandoned his Raj, and retired to the same jungle. Sufese- 
gueptly he found a remedy in tho root, loaves, fruit, and baric of a certain free, ami 
his body became as pure as gold. Ultimately he fell in with Priya, cured her 
leprosy,, and married her, and they resided in the city.of .Koli.

ai ’.Herodotus, IV. 71. The same idea is brought forward in the story of the 
adventures of the P mdom during tho thirteenth year of their exile in iLo city of 
Virata, which will appear further on.



iustqky op .^ontest ensued between bis wives' as. to which oi 
them lie loved the best. On such a.n occasion a 
number of men and women assembled to bear the 
dispute, and finally set do the question; -and when 
the best-beloved woman had been chosen, she re­
ceived the praises of all present, and was then slam 
over the grave by her next of kin, and buried with 
her husband, whilst all the others are said r,o have 
been sorely grieved at not being thought worthy to 

similarity be-: foil o'w their husbands-.2* The legend of the Satf of 
Timwdn«tt«-e Madid is precisely of this character. M&clri dis­

putes the honour with Kuiitf, and. urges the circum­
stances of her husband’s death as a proof that she 
was the best-beloved, after which she sacrificed her­
self upon the funeral pile.23 Ho w this extraordinary 
rite became sublimed into a religious duty will be 
considered hereafter.

Myth tiiattho .As regards the birth of the five sons of .Panda
iimcliwws wore °  . , .. ,an extraordinary myth has been inserted, m the 

Maha, Bharata, winch has not been incorporated in 
the foregoing text, but which may be briefly In-

33 Herodotus, V. 5,
a  The extraordinary self-saerifieo of M&dvi h not without its parallel in 

modem times. In 1862, a horrible' case' occurred in Eajputana. A wandering 
Bbat and beggar died in a, village at Jodhpur. His wife,-aged tweirty-two, was 
not with Mm at the time, but, arrived at the village one evening six' days after- 
wards', accompanied by her husband1 brother. She then learned for the first 
time that her hnshand was dead, and at once declared her intention of becoming 
Sett; but she is said to have been dissuaded by her husband’s relations, and to 
have retired for the night, having apparently abandoned the idea. In the night 
her brother-in-kw heard her moving, .and saw that she was collecting wood for a 
funeral pile. Accordingly he'.{assisted her, and when the pile was finished the 
poor woman sealed herself upon it, whilst her ■ brother-in-law set it on fire. At 
early dawn tho people of the village saw the blaze, and came up to see what was 
the .matter,-, when they found that the woman had burnt herself to death upon the 
pile.

The-legend, however, respecting’the Sail of Madid- is not altogether without 
suspicion, inasmuch as it is tho only instance Accorded in connection with the 
family of Bls-irata. Neither the widow of S&ntawu nor 'the widows-of Vichitra- 
virya perished upon tho funeral pile.

70 Till, M.AHA BK VAA'lAl,
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dicated here. It is said that Panda never had any history op 
children, and that when he took the vows ot cell- part a  
bacy he permitted his two wives to invite the gods 
to their embraces. Accordingly Kuntf became the 
mother of Tudhishthira by Dliarma, or personified 
virtue; of Bhfma, by Vdyu, the god. of wind, j and. 
of Arjmia, by Indra, the sovereign of the gods. In. 
like manner, Madid became the mother of Nakula 
and Sahadeva by the two Aswins. This myth fur­
nishes a valuable illustration, of the interpolating 
process which has been carried on by tlx© compilers 
.of the Male' Bharat a ; a process which has hitherto 
been, unimpeached. by the Hindus, although replete 
with senseless contradictions. Tims in the more 
my thical portions of the Mahd Bharata, the sage 
Vyasa constantly appears as the grandfather and Mŝ iBhs,r,,'t'J‘ 
protector of the Panda vas, whilst the Pandavas oc­
casionally assume to be the sons of the gods speci­
fied. At the same time, in the more authentic por­
tions the P&ndavas are invariably alluded to as the 
undoubted sons of Pdndiu

The.marriage of Dhritarashtra and GandMri is signific.wcc or° # # tho mam age or
significant from a totally different point of view.
GAiidlilri came from the Gaiidh&ra country, and the 
history of the Gandharians is somewhat remarkable.
They were a cognate race with the Kshatriyas, Tho Gandhtnl-

*• . . , ans a famousand. fought, in the army of Xerxes (b.c*,. 480) 
armed with hows of cane and short spears, and 111 Kau'
were associated with the Indians.24 Originally they 
appear to have occupied Cabul on the upper Indus, 
but about the fifth or sixth century of the Christian, 
era they migrated to the westward, where their

«  .nurodotus, VII.. 64, 6«.
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history of name is still preserved in the modern province of
• INDIA. , ,  ̂ * 4 J
pajbt h. Kandahar, ''5 Dhritar&shtra, therefore, does not ap-

Mwm̂amyof" PeaT to havo intormajxied, like his successors, with 
ratnt&sedtothe the women of Hindustan; hut he seems to have 
predc-oGBsors. sent for a wife from the country of his ancestors, in 

the same way that Isaac and Jacob sought for wives 
in the family of Nahor. The result was that ho did 
not indulge in polygamy ; and it will be seen here­
after that Gundhari hold a position of equality with 
her husband, which corresponded with the Aryan 
idea of marriage.1’6 The sons of Dhritardshtra and 
Gandliari were called Kauravas sifter their ancestor 
Kuru, the son of Hastin ; and it is by this term 
that they arc generally distinguished from the 
Pfindavas, or sons of Pandu.37

** See Professor Bawlmson’s learned and valuable Essay on tlxe obscure, tribes 
contained within the empire of Xerxes. Eawlinson’s edition of Herodotus,. 
Vol. IV. p. 175.

** Phriwvasiitra is said to haw had another son, natnod Yuyutsu, by a -.t owan 
of the-Vaisya .caste; '• but .there is every reason to believe that the. oxistoryjo of 
Yuyutsu is purely mythical. According to the tradition all the sons of Dlirita- 
r&shtra Were killed'in the.'grcat war; urtd the -repugnance felt at the idea that he 
should die without a son seems to have led to the introduction of Yuyufc.i, The 
point will be further noticed hereafter..

H Another Brahmanical myth of the usual type has been inserted in ibis part 
of the Ksfoitriya tradition, for the sake of glorifying' the luiracttlbns powers of that 

■ imaginary and unreal personage, the sage Vyftsa. (■'.uvthferi is said to have owed 
the existence of her family to the interposition of this sage, Haying on one 
occasion hospitably entertained Vyfea, he ofbre4.lt® a:boon, upon -which she* re­
quested that she might become the mother of a hundred sons. Accordingly after 
two years’ gestation, she produced a lump of flesh, which Vyfbu divided into a 
hundred and one pieces, and placed in mi many jars, and the sons were ulti­
mately born from the jarsJ
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EARLY FEUDS AT HAST! MAPU R.

• ITavins thus disposed-of the group of legends ui.su.uy M 
which refer to the ancestors of the Kauravas and i\Lt u. 
Piindav'aSj it wi 1,1 be necessary to take into consider- H W tori cal value 
ation those which are connected with the early >odhufl:o tp« early nvawy.btv
rivalry which broke out between the sons of Dhri- JgjyJKS?' 
tarhshtra and the sons of Phndu, and which led to davus' 
the first exile of the Pdndavas. This second series 
of legends, although somewhat interlarded with 
mythical matter, is of considerable historical value.
It throws light upon the so-called education which 
prevailed in the Y'edie age. It illustrates the re­
lations which subsisted between the Aryan settlors 
and the original inhabitants. It also comprises a 
curious account of an exhibition of arms, which was 
evidently the origin of the later tournament. The 
main incidents of this portion of the narrative may Maiiuneidcnts. 
be thus indicated.

1st, Jealousies between the .Kauravas and. Pah- 
da vas, and attempt of Duryodhana to take the Life 
of Bluma.

2nd, Education of the Kauravas and Pdndavas 
by Dr on a.

3rd, Legend of the son of the Bhil Baja, and 
his skill in archery.

. ■ h - ' ■' ■



.histoby of 4th, Exhibition of arms at Ilastinipur.
S * l 5th, Legend of the birth of Kama,

' 6th, War against Drupatla, Raja of PanehAla.
7th, Rivalry between Yudhisb.thi.ra and IluryoiL 

liana for the post of Yuvaraja.
. The narrative of the jealousies between the

xlumvas aiid "Rauravas and Pdtidavas, and the attempt of Dur-I'iiwlavas. , , ,
yodhana to take the life of Bhfma, may now be 
related as follows :■—

Attempt of Duni After this the Kanravas and the Pdudavas were brought
theiife'of.Wriiixuu up together in the old palace at Mastindpur, and they sported 

together, and were taught together, without any favour 
being shown to any one more than to the others; but from 
the days of their early youth the sons of Dhritardshtra were 
ever jealous of the sons of Prindu, Now about this time 
Duryodhana, who was the eldest of the Kanravas, became 
very jealous of the strength of Bhfma, and he resolved to 
work evil against Bhfma. And on a certain day .Duxyod- 
hana put poison into Bhfraa’s food, and when Bhima had 
eaten he was seized with a deep sleep, so that he seemed like 
one who is dead. Then Duryodhana. lifted him up, and car­
ried him to the river Ganges, and threw him into the stream ; 
and Bhfma sank in the deep waters, but he was not drowned, 
for he descended into the great city of serpents which is 

iihimn*# ««*ape underneath the .earth. And the serpents recovered him bom 
lerpwts! 1 the poison, and gave him a drink which made Mm as strong 
Bbtew* great as ten thousand serpents. And Bhima took leave and rt- 

turned to the city of Hastinapur, and he had henceforth 
groat strength, and was the mightiest of the mighty.

Tieviow of the The foregoing legend presents a very m yth ical
g.:<td. appearance. In the first place, it may be remarked 
Mythical <vha~ that the bards of the Mali4 Bh&rata exhibit from the 
HteJyofnirttna'i* first a palpable leaning towards the Pdndavas, and
escape from 1 1 . , * * , 1DuryoMiiaun. were qjjite capable of inventing a myth lor the sake 

of blackening the Character, of the opposite party.

71. T1IJ3 A! All A FUA11ATA .
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Secondly, the escape of Bhaoia from the bottom of lasToaY op. 
a 'river to the city of serpents is unquestionably pabtp:. 
mythical, and belongs to that group of legends 
•which -confounded real serpents with a tribe of 
Scythians named Nagas, and which will be more 
fully discussed hereafter.

The next incident, namely, the education of the m, Bduwtiw
. of the Ka.»r»vsi*

Kauravas and Pdndavas, is more valuable, and may S ^"u-‘vas'l,y 
be related as follows :—

Some time after this a famous Brahman preceptor, named Ar.-;vn!,.fi)r<'n» 
Drona, who had cause of quarrel with, the neighbouring"
Baja of Pauchdla, arrived at the. city of Hastinapur. .And 
Bhlshma .rejoiced to see Drona, and made him. very welcome, 
and requested him to instruct the Kauravas and-Pandavas in 
arms and sciences. And Drona said i—~“ This I will do, but nromyducen-s 
when the young men are fully practised in the use of arms, coriduioii 
they must fight for me against the Raja of PancMla.”  So ^ f ito f ta3aof' 
Bhishma agreed, and Drona took up his abode in Hastinapur; 
and BMshuia gave Drona his half-sister in marriage. And jt«*H#ge.of 
Drona took great pains in teaching all the young men, but 
he especially delighted in teaching the Pandavas. To And- -practice fn tho 
hishthira he imparted the use of the spear, but that young huty 
Prince became more renowned for wisdom and goodness than 1 
for deeds1 of arms. To Arjuna he taught the use of the bow, 
and Arjuna became the most famous archer of his timo. To 
Bhhna ho taught the use of the club, for Bhuntt was a young 
man of great appetite'and enormous strength, and could 
wield the club right lustily. To Nakula ho taught the whole 'l'amiui? kprses, 
art of taming and managing horses, and to Sahadeva he 
taught the use of the sword and a perfect knowledge of as­
tronomy. And Drona instructed the Kauravas in like man- A*tn>no«By. 
iim, as well as his own son Aswatthiu.ua. But of all his 
pupils the, most beloved was Arjuna, for he was the most 
perfect of a ll; and th.ua whilst Duryodhana, the eldest of the 
Kauravas, was jealous of all the Pdridavas; he was the moat §||™sy of Ar" 
jealous of Arjuna.

: ; .V;1' . , : : ' ' ' 1 A : y ■ ' y ' ' ■ •1



hsstory oi1 The education of the Kauravas and Tandavas is 
Tory, 'briefly indicated in the foregoing legend j but 
it will appear hereafter that they followed other 

couftfoffhelau- pursuits of a primitive character, such as mightcation of the * L , .fgSggf"1 have been expected amongst a fighting community 
in ancient times. Thus it will be seen that they 

'W •• Hpim?. practised wrestling, lighting with fists, throwing 
Rmevhtowing.stones, and casting a noose. They also went out;tilt * C-
Malkin cattle every three years into the pastures to mark all the 

■ ^p.Uirwi calves -which had been born during the interval, and 
practicalastrai- to re-mark all the other cattle. The astronomy that 

was taught was no doubt of a practical character; 
and was either to enable the young men to find their 
way through a jungle in the night-time, or else to 
assist them in calculating nativities, or really to im­
part to them some primitive knowledge of die move* 
merits of the heavenly bodies, and the recurrence of 
months, seasons, and years.

Quostior.ofwhe- An interesting circumstance is connected with 
L S ? r OT* the education of the young men, namely, the 

selection of a tutor or preceptor, which opens up a 
curious question as to whether Drona was a Brdlmiau 
or a Kshatriya. In the previous generation the 
venerable Bhishma had undertaken the education of 
the fathers, but from causes not stated he appears to 
have taken no part in the, tuition of the sons. I ’his 
duty is said to have been fulfilled by an able and 
veteran warrior named Drona, who was engaged for 

;V Mnwiagepf the purpose, and who was retained in the household 
Jtfu.fflraiiytl by being married to a damsel of the family named 

K..ripd, who was apparently the daughter oi old Ivija 
Santanu by a slave girl. He appears to have been 
treated, both by his pupils and the Chieftains of the 
house, as an experienced and honoured veteran.

 ̂' 76 t h e  maha bhakata, § L
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One slight difficulty occurs in the narrative, which «««>** of 
is, however, capable of explanation.. Dronu had a paut n. 
son named Aswatthfuna, whom he educated together Dronk\ son, As-

_ 1 , “ vvnttliamn... edo-
with the Kauravas and Panclavas. From this state- 
merit it must be inferred that Droria married Kripa 
some years before taking upon himself the office of ?y b 
instructor; for. otherwise, Aswattlidma would have - .
been an infant in arms when the Kauravas and Pan­
davas were almost men.

It will subsequently be seen that Drone is occa- afford <>fth&
.. . M , Tl Brfth, mnfrnl.sionally represented as a family priest as well as an 

instructor in the use of arms; that he offered up oin 
prayers to the gods on public occasions; and that he pue«t ’ lawi)y' 
was treated by his pupils with a' reverence approach­
ing the divine homage which is due to a religious 
Brahman preceptor, rather than with the ordinary 
respect which would be paid by young men to an 
elder. This circumstance is deserving of some 
consideration. I t  seems certain that Drona was a 
warrior and a Kshatriya. He occupied the same 
position, as regards the sons of Dlrritardshtra and 
Panda which Bhfshffia occupied as regards their 
fathers, and Bhfshma was unquestionably a .Ksha­
triya. On the other hand, the Brahmans were essen­
tially priests, and are never represented as warriors, 
excepting in some wildly supernatural legends, 
which are utterly unworthy of credence. The .
Brahma nical compilers of the Mafia Bharat a, how- 
ever, appear to have resolved on representing Drona ; 
as a Brahmanical priest and preceptor, correspond - | 
ing to the Purobita, or family priest, who occupies 
so important a position in the modern social system 1 
of the Hindus. Accordingly, they have introduced 
an absurd story respecting his birth, which consists



a (s t o r y  op wholly of supernatural details of the charfictcr 
vim if. already indicated, and which in itself is utterly 

devoid of interest, excepting on account of the 
object for which it has been inserted, namely, that 
of representing Drona as a Brahman,1 

\ Misuw-tfoti bo- Here it may be convenient to point out the 
i ewVof &- distinction between two classes of Brahmanical|  man?: $ viz.i  O/f.The .Furo- ,~y---------- :---- —-— ————  *—*-------- “ “““ ~  - —
: pl-fe/ lamliy 1 These Brahmanical myths, when closely intertwined with, the, Kshuteiya 
t The Guru, traditions, aiul introduced for the sola purpose of concealing the real truth, are a 
; as .fcaUuovifS1" decided difficulty to the historian. Ho may be able to untwine the one from the 
-f other, and even to explain the process by which he has separated the truth from
* the fable, hut he is more or less restrained by the character of the supernatural

details, which can rarely be introduced ■without- a shock to modem delicacy. At 
the same time, the reader can be scarcely expected to accept the judgment of a his­
torian without some proofs of ifa being based upon a sufficient data; and accord­
ingly the task of separating truth from fable in the present instance must be .'at­
tempted.

The myth -is as followsDrona was the son of a .famous Brahman sago, 
named Bliaradwija; the germ from which he sprung having escaped from the 
sage whilst inflamed at the sight of a celestial nymph. Drupada, Baja of Ban- 
chfihi, was born under similar circumstances of a Raja named IVidmta, and was 
educated together- with Drona by the sago Bharadwhja. Subsequently, as men­

tioned 'in; tbe text, Duma had a feud.-against Drupada, because when Drnpuda 
succeeded Iris father in the Raj, he did not treat his old fellow-pupil with kindness 
and respect; but rather taunted him with the inferiority of lira position m a-men­
dicant Brahman when compared with that of a JCshatriya or Baja. Hence Drona 
entered the service of Mah&raja Dhritarfishtra for the very purpose of obtaining 
revenge against .Drupada.

The truth, may probably be as fo llow sT he association of Drona and Dru­
pada, both as regards the similarity of their births and their being educated - to­
gether by'the asune sage, very likely, had a natural hash, and in all probability that 
basis was family relationship. Moreover, it is distinctly stated that in their'youth 
they had agreed'to divide the Raj between them ; arid .Drona says, plainly that 
had Drupada adhered to this agreement there would, have been no war. 'this 
simple hypothesis at once clears away every difficulty. Drupada and Droiia were 
probably brothers. The former succeeds to the Raj of Panchfdu, whilst Drona goes 
into exile; and Drona finally marries a lady of the house of Bbhrata, and under­
takes the education of the Kauravas and I’hndavas, on condition that flioy ulti­
mately undertake an expedition against Drupada. It, will be seen, hereafter, -tluit 
the result of the expedition was that the Raj of PanchUla was divided, the half 
going to .Drona whilst the remaining half was left- with Drupada.

The -Brahmanical compilers also insert another myth, to the effect that Rrlpfi 
the wife of Drona, was horn from a Brahman named Gautama, the, son of Gotoma, 
in the name unnatural manner as her husband had been. The object of this myth 
ia obvious. Having represented- Drona to be a Br&hinan, it- was necessary that 
his wife should he born of a Brahman also. I t  may bo added that Kriph htvd a 
brother named Kripa,

7 8  THE MAH fV RTIAEATA. :



dignitaries, which, according to Brahinanical ideas, history-o*. 
have existed, from time immemorial; inasmuch as a vowiV. 
clear perception of these two priestly orders will 
enable the historian to explain with greater clear­
ness the character and scope of some of the most ; 
important of the Brahman leal interpolations. The 
great' mass of Brahmans may be regarded as mendi ­
cant priests. They are feasted on occasions of 
births, marriages, deaths, and other periods of 
ceremony and festival; and large, gifts are distri­
buted amongst them in times of sorrow and trouble, 
as well as in times of joy. Again, every Brahman 
who is acquainted with the different formulas of 
■worship, may become an officiating priest, and 
receive pay accordingly. But there are two special 
Bmhmahical orders, who form an essential part of 
the framework of Hindu society, and who for ages 
have effectually garrisoned and defended the social 
system against any hostile attack, whether of foreign 
religions from without or of heresies from within.
These two orders are the Purohita, or family priest; 
and the Guru, or great ecclesiastical head. In rela- «enmu?cw. 
five position they correspond generally to that of 
Chaplains and Bishops in Christian communities; ^ £ 3 ®  
excepting that the offices, like those of all Hindu aro hen. Uitai’y. 

institutions, are hereditary ; and that sons, real or 
adopted, have been known to succeed their fathers 
as Purohitas or Gurus for many generations, Occa­
sionally a Hindu family becomes divided, and the 
new branch entertains a new Purohita. In like 
manner also a Brahman of great wisdom, or austeri­
ties, or endowed with a powerful eloquence, or in­
vested by the popular voice with supernatural 
powers, suddenly appears before the world as a new

U'.— EARIAr FEUDS, 79
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Wl jN(‘r'r ° l? an^ *amou G'um> surrounded by a band of disciples 
i'art i t .  or followers, and ultimately succeeds in founding a 

new sect, of which he is the spiritual head.
Dutifi of the The Furohifca is essentially a family priest and aPtmmiia, as a t  ̂ _ •* 1
fam itfra iu - religious preceptor. Amongst the poorer classes he 
?S^n «mfi. may officiate for very many families, in which case 
Hnllan lie employs assistants, and gives them a stipulated 

share of the gifts and other perquisites which lie may 
receive. But amongst the richer classes, the duties 
of a PUroliita are confined to a single family, and 
under such circumstances his influence becomes 
paramount in the household, lie performs all the 
necessary religious rites and ceremonies for the 
members of the family, and imparts religious in ­
struction from the sacred books. At the same time, 
he is the repository of all the family secrets, and. the 
confidential and authoritative counsellor in all times 
of doubt and difficulty. He is also frequently en­
gaged in more secular matters, such as the settlement 
of disputes; and in modern times a Hindu Zemindar 
or Baja has occasionally employed his Purohita- as 
an ambassador or envoy.

TIib Oiira, or ̂ The Guru holds a still higher position in the 
saot- Brahmanical hierarchy, He is the head of the re­

ligious Sect to which the family may belong; and 
ills eeclestasiS" lie is generally engaged in extensive ecclesiastical
ii-al visitations, . , °  °  °  ,

visitations or tours, accompanied by a band of dis­
ciples who occasionally act as assistant Gurus. Dur­
ing his progress he levies such contributions as he 
may be able to impose upon the families belonging 
to his sect; he likewise confirms the younger Hin­
dus, who have attained a suitable age, by a number 
of ceremonies which need not be repeated here. Ae- 
cording to the popular belief he is entitled to divine
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worship, for he can work miracles and forgive- sins, history o r  

His benedietions can bring down liealtli, wealth, and p*»*xl 
longlife; whilst his curses can burn up armies, re­
move mountains, change the courses (drivers,- or hurl 
Maharajas from their thrones. By virtue of these ® ^ ';ona 
■supposed spiritual powers he exorcises very large 
temporal powers. He can excommunicate an offender 
from his family, as well as from his sect or caste • 
and he alone can restore the degraded wretch, who 
otherwise is doomed to a life of utter solitude and 
despair.

.Amongst the ancient Kshatriyas. to whom the 
Mali;'. Bluirata refers, there may possibly have been

' . ,  T - amoiiitst tliofm-Burolntas, but there certainly were no Hums, it  is cientiM»M. 
not wholly impossible that Drone, whilst instructing 
the Kauravas and 1’andavas in the use of arms, may 
have acted as a family priest.3 But the ancient 
representatives of the- modern Gurus were tdytldeaf 
Risliis, or sages, of whom Vydsa is pre-erninontly m jlZrnot.V .’ 0  . J . 1 dit-ions respeet-
the type; and their presence is not only never n c -^  Ne­
cessary to the story, but is invariably foisted on to 
the Kshafcriya tradition by some supernatural details 
which' sufficiently betray, "the nature and object of

2 The following tests in the Aitiwoya Bi-fthmanam indicate not only that it waj 
the duty of a Raja to engage a Pureiiita, but that the ancient fifljas were some­
times disinclined to. engage a Purohita.

“ Now about the ofli.ee of a. Purohita. The gods do not eat the food offered 
by n Raja who has no Purohita. Thence the llaja, even when not intending to 
bring a sacrifice, should appoint a Br&hinau to the office of Purohita.

“ This Agni Vaisvannra, who is the Purohita, is possessed of live destructive 
powers. With them he surrounds the Raja for his defence, just as tie sea sur­
rounds the earth. The empire of such a ruler (Arya) will be safe. Neither rill 
be die before the .expiration of the full life term (100 years); but live up to his 
old age, and enjoy the full term apportioned for his life.”—Haag’s translation, 

r  Vol. f r. pp. $28, 530.
Dr Hang is of opit :on that the institution of a Purohita, as a political func­

tionary os well as a house-priest, may be traced back to the remotest times. See 
introduction to tho Aitareya iMhmammi, p. 67. Hit. opinion is valuable, but his 
proof's are inconclusive.
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jn s T o in  o f  t h e  i n te r p o la t i o n .  M o re o v e r  i t  m u s t  a lw a y s ,  b e  b o r n e  i 

past u. i n  m in d  t h a t  t h e  l a t e r  B r a l im a n ic a l  c o m p i le r s  o f  t h e  

iTarhiiiw; of the M a li A B l n i r a t a  w e r e  u n d o u b t e d l y  G u r u s ,  a n d  t h a t  
S to - f c h tf «  t h e  r e c i t e r s  o r  r e a d e r s  o f  t h e  M a ln i B h & ra ta  a r e  to  

th i s  d a y  e i t h e r  f a m i ly  p r ie s t s ,  o r  B r a h m a n s  e n g a g e d  
f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e .  C o n s e q u e n t ly  e v e r y  o p p o r t u n i t y  
l ia s  b e e n  a f f o r d e d  to  t h e  B r d h m a n s  fo r  c a r r y i n g  o u t  
t h e i r  i n t e r e s t e d  p u r p o s e  o f  ex a ltin g *  t h e i r  o w n  c a s te  , 

i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i ty  a t  l a r g e .
»rd, Legend of B u t  t o  p r o c e e d  w ith  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a r y  h i s t o r y  o f
the son of the x , . ■■ . 1 .
'£ tm fii»o f t h e  g r e a t  w a r  o f  B h a r a ta .  D u r i n g  t h e  p e r io d  t h a t  i 

D r o n a  w a s . i n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  K a u r a v a s  a n d  P a n d a v a s  j 
tjiv thek'abo. in  t h e  u s e  o f  a r m s ,  a n  i n c i d e n t  o c c u r r e d  w h ic h  th r o w s
riginalitfili- , 1
byius. g n  u n e x p e c t e d  l i g h t  u p o n  t h e  s u p r e m a c y  e x e r c is e d  

b y  t h e  K s h a t r i y a  s e t t l e r s  i n  t h e  R a j  o f  B h a r a t a  o v e r  
t h e  a b o r i g i n a l  p o p u la t io n s  in  t h e i r  n e ig h b o u r h o o d .  

fvnoic.ttawimo- A m o n g s t  a l l  t h e  H i l l  t r i b e s  w h ic h  a p p e a r  to  r e p r e -
df,-n eo-.ftitbii °  k . . . .  • -r • t
cnuuBhdH. ;-',Gnt t h e  m o r e  a n c ie n t  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f I n d i a ,  a n d  

w h ic h  h a v e  p r e s e r v e d  t h e i r  r u d e  h a b i t s  a n d  m a n ­
n e r s  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y ,  t h e r e  a r e  n o n e  m o r e  r e ­
m a r k a b le  t h a n  t h e  B l ie e ls  o r  B inds. T h e s e  p e o p le  
s t i l l  o c c u p y  t h e  h i l l  t r a c t s  o f  R a j p u t a n a  a n d  c e n t r a l  
I n d i a ,  a n d  in  a n c i e n t  t im e s  s e e m  to  h a v e  d w e l t  i n  
m u c h  t h e  s a m e  lo c a l i t ie s  ; h a v i n g  R a j a s  o r  C h ie f t a in s  

o f  t h e i r  o w n , b u t  a c k n o w le d g in g  o r  d r e a d i n g  t h e  

s u p r e m a c y  o f  th e  K s h a t r i y a s .  I n  t h e  M a h d  B h & ra ta  
t h e y  a p p e a r  to  t h e  s o u th  o f  t h e  J im i n d ,  a n d  in  t h e  
im m e d i a te  n e ig h b o u r h o o d  o f  t h e  R a j o f  B h a r a t  a ; 

w h i l s t  i n  th e  R v n u iy a n a  t h e y  m a k e  t h e i r  a p p e a r a n c e  
f u r t h e r  to  t h e  e a s t ,  n e a r  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  J u m n a  
a n d  G a n g e s .  T o  th i s  d a y  t h e  B h f ls  a r e  c a t t le - l i f t e r s ,  

h i g h w a y  r o b b e r s ,  h u n t e r s  l ik e  N i m r o d  a n d  E s a u ,  
c a p a b le  o f  a lm o s t  a n y  o u t r a g e ,  y e t  im b u e d  w i th  a  

s e n s e  o f  t r u t h  a n d  h o n o u r  s t r a n g e l y  a t  c o n t r a s t  w i t h



t h e i r  e x t e r n a l  c h a r a c te r .  A t  t h e  s a m e  t im e ,  t h e y  history o# 

a r e  y i e l d i n g  so  p e r c e p t i b l y  t o  t h e  p e r s o n a l  i n f lu e n c e  tm? u 

o f  B r i t i s h  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  a n d  t h e  a d v a n c i n g  t i d e  o f  “

B r i t i s h  c iv i l i z a t i o n ,  t h a t  w i t h i n  a  fe w  g e n e r a t i o n s  
t h e y  w i l l  b e  p r o b a b l y  c o n v e r t e d  i n to  p e a c e f u l  a n d  
i n d u s t r i o u s  m e n .

T h e  l e g e n d  o f  t h e  s o n  o f  t h e  B a j a  o f  t h e  B h f ls  T hoi^nj. 
m a } ’ n o w  b e  r e l a t e d  a s  f o l l o w s :—

When the Kauravaa and Psmdavas were well p ra c tis e d .rtpci.<ngofsoi>s
■ n l-i , i i . 1 of Knjuf tf> Hiwm the use ot arms, so that men could see their Strength and Stoteurto mm.

- P archery from
skill, the tamo of Drona became noised, abroad, and many IJl-ona-
sons of Rajas flocked to the city of Hastin&pur to take
lessons from so great a preceptor. And it came to pass Arrival of.tfo
that the son of the Baja of the Bhfls came to Hastinupnr, Apia.' lh' M,nl
and prostrated himself at the feet of Drona, and prayed
that lie might be taught to shoot with the bow. But Drona Drona rafe* t»
refused to teach the .Bird, saying 1“ Tho Bhfls are a race
of highwaymen and cattle-lifters, and it would be a sin to
teach them the use of weapons. ” At those words, the sorrow or tho
son of the BJbfl Raja returned to his own country, but he ‘
,„ as very sorrowful, for ho had greatly desired that Drona
should teach him tho use of the bow.

After this, tho son of the Bhil Raja made a clay image 'the bwi sets up
ot Drona, and he set it up, and performed worship before Drona, ml
i t } and lie practised the use of tho bow .in the presence of bpp̂ ctisiiiKhe.ji i , , . , 1 fora the innge.the clay image. And after many days the young man
acquired great skill in archery by virtue of the clay image,
and tho lame of his shooting was spread abroad on all sides,
and great complaint was made to Drona, that by h is means
the Bhil had become a mighty archer. So Drona went to
the Bhil country, accompanied by all tho young men of the
royal house of Hastiiuipur ; and they beheld the shooting of Drona '!
the Bhil, and saw that it was very good. And Drona de- I
1 ormined to spoil the archery of tho Bhfl, and ho called to Q m d h /fc  |
him and commanded him to cut off the forefinger of fcfe *ubffll(wfeu‘ *
rignt hand. And tho Bhil fell down and worshipped Drona,

•( s ) ■ § l
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jpvrovtv ok and prepared to do as lie had been commanded; bir< the 
j’fitT ft heart of Drona was touched by .the obedience of the Bki!,

——:  ----- and be ordered trim to stay iris hand and leave his forefinger
whole. But Drona still feared lest the Bhfi should become 
too powerful an archer; and he bound-him over "by a solemn 
oath never more to shoot with his forefinger, hut to draw las 
arrow through his middle fingers only;: and this became the 
custom amongst the Blnls, and they shoot the how with 
their middle finger until this day.

foreS 'trad i- T h e  fo re g o in g ' s ig n i f i c a n t  t r a d i t i o n  b e a r s  g o n e r -  

iteiikto^wr- a l l y  t h e  s ta m p  o f  t r u t h ;  T h e  d e v o t i o n  w h i c h  is  
a ® m c ,”to°‘ i m p l a n t e d  i n  t h e  b r e a s t s  o f  I n d i a n  s o ld i e r y  a t  t h e
favourite heroes. 1 * . , . , , ,  ,, , , y.

d e e d s  o f  s o m e  d a r i n g  h e r o ,  w i l l  f r e q u e n t l y  l e a d  th e m  

to  p a y  d i v in e  h o n o u r s  to  h i s  i m a g e a n d  i t  i s  n o t o r i ­

o u s  t h a t  t h e  g a l l a n t  J o h n  N ic h o l s o n  w a s  w o r s h ip p e d  
b y  h i s  m e n  a s  a  d e r m - g o d ,  a l t h o u g h  w i t h  a  s o ld i e r ’s 

s im p l i c i t y  l ie  p u n i s h e d  a ll  w h o  e n g a g e d  i n  s u c h  im -

rtbrm«niio h a l lo w e d  r i t e s .  T h e  d i s p l a y  o f  f e e l in g  o n  t h e  p a r t  
krtuuuyas. o £ t j l0 { v .s lu itr iy as  a t  f i n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  B h f l  w a s  a s

g o o d  a n  a r c h e r  a s  t h e m s e lv e s ,  w o u ld  b e  s h a r e d  b y  

a n y  b a n d  o f  f o r e ig n  s e t t l e r s  w h o  w e r e  c a l l e d  u p o n  

t o  m a i n t a i n  a n  a s c e n d a n c y  o v e r  a  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  

w SfttttiN w . b y  t h e i r  s u p e r io r  s k i l l  i n  w a r f a r e .  T h e  c r u e l  i n ­
t e n t i o n  o f  D r o n a  to  c u t  o f f  t h e  f o r e f in g e r  o f  t h e  
B ln l  m a y  b e  a c c e p te d  a s  a n  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  b a r -

u.e%tged c!.a- b & to u s  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  a g e .  T h e  f in a l  s t a t e m e n t ,  
iiwia^hwVtue h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h e  B h il o b e y e d  t h e  c o m m a n d  o l 
middle fingers D r o n a ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  w h o le  t r i b e  a d o p t e d  t h e  c u s ­

to m  o f  s h o o t i n g  w i th  t h e i r  m id d le  f in g e r s  o n ly ,  

m a y  b e  f a i r l y  q u e s t io n e d .  I t  is  s c a r c e ly  i n  a c c o r d ­
a n c e  w i th  h u m a n  n a t u r e  t h a t  a  t r i b e  so  n u m e r o u s  

a s  t h e  B ln ls  s h o u ld  h a v e  o b e y e d  a  l a w  so  d e t r i m e n t a l  j 

t o  t h e i r  e f f ic ie n c y  in  w a ry  a n d  o n e  w h ic h  n o  e n e m y  

c o u ld  h a v e  e n f o r c e d .  M o r e o v e r ,  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y
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t h e  B h f l s  h a v e  lo s t  a l l  m e m o r y  o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n ,  a n d  m sro u v  ov 
s h o o t  t h e i r  a r r o w s  i n  t h e  u s u a l  w a y ,3 o h  i i .

T h o  l e g e n d  o f  th o  p u b l i c  e x h ib i t i o n  o f  a r m s  a t  ^ p u b l i c « - 
H a s t i u a p u r ,  a t  w h ic h  t h e  K u r a v a s  a n d  P & n d a v a s  d is -  ath^nftpulv  

p l a y e d  t h e i r  s k i l l  b e fo r e  a l l  t h e  C h ie f t a in s  a n d  l a d i e s  

o f  t h e  r o y a l  h o u s e ,  i s  e x c e e d i n g ly  c u r io u s  a n d  i n t e r ­
e s t i n g  ; i n a s m u c h  a s  i t  w a s  e v i d e n t l y  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  

o f  t h e  K s h a t r iy a s , .  r e s e m b l i n g  i n  a  r e m a r k a b l e  d e g r e e  
t h e  t o u r n a m e n t s  o f  t h e  a g e  o f  c h iv a l r y .  S o m e t im e s  

t h e s e  p u b l i c  e x e r c is e s  to o k  p la c e ,  a s  o n  t h e  p r e s e n t .  
o c c a s io n ,  to  e n a b lo  t h e  y p t in g e r  C h ie f t a in s  to  d is p h .iy .^ ;" nor“ ms’ 

t h e i r  p r o w e s s  b e f o r e  a l l  t h e  p e o p le  o f  t h e  R a j. A t  
o th e r s  h o w e v e r  i t  w a s  u n d e r t a k e n  a t  a  S w a y a m v a r a .  <^™ £Sway- 

f o r  in  c e r t a i n  c a s e s  t h e  d a u g h t e r  o f  a  R a j a  w a s  n o t  
c a lle d , u p o n  to  i n d i c a t e  t h e  h u s b a n d  o f  h e r  c h o ic e ,  

b u t  b e c a m e  t h e  p a s s iv e  p r i z e  o f  t h a t  K s h a t r i y a  w h o  

d i s t a n c e d  a l l  h is  c o m p e e r s  i n  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  s o m e  

d if f ic u l t  e x p lo i t .  U n d e r  th o s e  l a t t e r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  

t h e  S w a y a m v a r a  s e e m s  to  h a v e  b o r n e  so  s t r o n g  a  r e ­

s e m b la n c e  to  th e  t o u r n a m e n t ,  t h a t  i t  m i g h t  a lm o s t  

b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  t h e  o r ig i n  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  S u b s e  
q i i e n t l y ,  a t  a  l a t e r  p e r i o d  in  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  H in d u .  w,wtlinff- 
c iv i l i z a t io n ,  th e  f e a t s  o f  a r m s  w e r e  n o  l o n g e r  p e r ­
f o r m e d  b y  C h ie f ta in s  o f  h i g h  r a n k ,  i n  t h e  h o p e  o f  
w i n n i n g  a  P r in c e s s  a s  a  b r i d e ;  b u t  t h e  e x h ib i t i o n  
d e g e n e r a t e d  in to  a  m e r e  p r i z e  r i n g ,  w h e r e  p r o f e s ­

s io n a l  b o x e r s  a n d  w r e s t l e r s  f o u g h t  e a c h  o th e r ,  o r  

f o u g h t  w i t h  h e a r s  a n d  t i g e r s ,  f o r  th e  p l e a s u r e  o f  t h e

3 For this information I am indebted to Colonel B. J. Meade, the agent to 
the Governor-General in Central India, and to Lieutenant T. Cadell, tho Ehil 
agent. Lieutenant Cadell kindly attempted to verify the tradition by directing a. 
number of Bulls, who were in his camp, to practise at a butt; but they all drew 
the bow with the fore and middle fingers, the arrow being held between the two, 
and declared that they did so after the manner of their ancestors, They know no 
tradition of the custom mentioned, but the Karkoons, or writers, who were pre­
sent, had heard or read of it. »
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history of R a j a  a n d  b i s  la d ie s .  I n s t a n c e s  o f  a l l  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  
} K dia.

tajet it, f o r m s  o f  e x h ib i t i o n s  o f  a r m s  a r e  to  b o  f o u n d  i n  t h e  

IVIalia R h d r a ta ,  a m i  w i l l  i n  d u e  c o u r s e  be  b r o u g h t  
u n d e r  c o n s id e r a t io n .

The narrative. T h e :  n a r r a t i v e  o f  t h e  e x h ib i t i o n  o f  a r m s  a t  

l i a s t i n d p u r  m a y  n o w  b e  r e l a t e d  a s  fo l lo w s  

THaMraja, Dhri- After a while the Kaurovas and Pdndavas became follvtavtishtra di-
itci-s i.),,,ra to practise d in. the use-of arms ; and Diona bold the MaMraia,3 a&Ko prtipam- 1 ■
ih'lvhHiition'of saying.:— “ Tour own sons, and the sons of your brother 
arms. Pdndu, are well skilled in the use of weapons, and able to

tight against other men on the field of battle.”  Then the 
Maharaja replied :—“ Let-a place be prepared in the great 
plain without the city, that the young .men may engage in 
mock-fighting, and display their skill before all the Chiefs 

Spitcas and people of the Raj” So Drona ordered every prepara-
l.'hulBR‘U tion, and a large space was set apart in the great plain, and 
•afho'gaiieriw. fenced round about with barriers. And on one side of the 

ground galleries were built for the Mah.iraja and his Chief­
tains; and on the other side galleries were set up in like 
manner for the ladies of the royal, house of Hastindpur.

Morning of the .Now when every preparation had been made, the 
exhibition. Mahdraja appointed a day for the exhibition of arms. And
Gftiieviei «uiom- when the morning of the clay had begun to dawn, the 
gavimids,"B ' ** galleries on either side, and the trees that were round about, 

were adorned with flags of-various colours, and long garlands 
The multitude, of sweotly-smollixig flowers. After a while all the people of 

Hastindpur, and great multitudes from all parts of the Raj, 
gathered together round the barriers and between tho 
galleries, to behold the exercises of the sons of Dhritarfshira 

TljaMindMaM. and the sons of Pdndu, Presently the blind Mahdraja was 
iaja' led in and took his seat- upon his throne ; and Bhfshma, who

■managed the affairs of the Raj, sat upon his right hand : and 
on his left sat Yidura, who was appointed to describe to the 
blind Maharaja all that took pla.ee in the plain below. And 

The chieftains all the Chieftains of the royal house, and all the ladies of
ami kilos. _______ ________________ _______ _______ ___ _______ __

4 Dhntarfujhtra is always alluded to throughout the AfaM Bhfirata as tie 
Maharaja, or “ Groat Raja,” or Raja of Rajas.

' ' V ! ■’» ‘ ' ’V-'
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Hastih.hpur, were arrayed in many-coloured cloths, and gar- histori-of 
lands of flowers, and bright jewels, and took th e ir seats- in.
like manner upon the galleries; and chief amongst the ladies ......-....
Were Gandkari, the mother of the Kaurayas, and Kuntf, the 
mother of the Pandavae.

When all was ready Drona, tile preceptor, and Ms son,. sow Aswatt-ha-
. Aswatthdnia,- entered the area m  pure white garments, and imslvote a. 
offered up prayers to the praise and glory of the gods. '
Thou the young Princes in like maimer entered the area The 
arrayed in garments of different colours, and lightly girded enter tw aim 
for exertion. Each young man carried his bow and SaluteDromu 
arrows in his-hand, and respectfully saluted the feet of his 
•preceptor, and awaited Ms commands. Each one then in Peats oi arms, 
turn exhibited his skill by shooting arrows at a butt, first 
on, foot, and then mounted in succession upon a horse, an riots, 
elephant, and a chariot. Next followed mock fights with Sword-fiK ring, 
the sword and buckler. Then the whole body of pupils, 
first on foot, and afterwards mounted as before on horses, 
elephants, and chariots, exhibited their skill in archery, 
whilst running, galloping, or driving round the. area a t full 
speed. After this the young men fought with clubs, and club-fighting, 
the fighting Was terrible to behold; and then it was mani­
fest to all men that there was ill blood between the 
.Kauravas and Piindavas, At one end of the area Duryod- Omr.batvt.vomDuryodhana
liana engaged with Blilma, and after exchanging some tvudBhima. 
heavy blows, the mock combat became a downright battle.
The young men rushed upon each other like wild elephants,
and laid about them right manfully; whilst the multitude
without caught the spirit of the fray, and ran to and fro,
shouting some.for Ihrryodhana and others for Ultima, until
the air was filled with noise and dust, and the whole plain
was in great commotion. Drona sent his son Aswatthdma
to put an end to the combat, but no one heeded him ; and
Drona at last went himself with all haste, and parted the })n̂ * nct of
combatants by main force, and thus put a stop to the
turmoil.

When the uproar was somewhat over, Drona called upon Handsome«p-*• . . .  peftranoa ot
his favourite pupil Arjnna to exhibit his accomplishments A-.-juna.

t*
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k^ tory ov before the assembly. The young dlhiofcain was as hand;. 
i’Aiirn some as one of the bright gods ; and when he mitered tho

---- ---------area, clad in golden mail, and carrying in his hand a bow-
inlaid with, various colours, the multitude -hailed him as 
another lutlra, and the heart of his mother Kimtl was 
filled with pride and exultation. .Arjuna then performed 
very many excellent feats of arms, which surpassed any 

Warvrtirti'HftaM which had. ever before been seen. He .set up a a iron figure 
aHiuor.v.'sword. of a boar upon a pillar of wood, and shot five arrows into 

its month at one bending of 'the how, Next hr tied a 
thonlim'1'8 cow’s horn on a pole, and in one discharge shot twenty-one 

arrows into the hollow of the horn. Then he mounted his 
chariot and was driven swiftly along, whilst he shot his 
arrows right and left with snch rapidity and dexterity as 
bewildered all the beholders. His sword-playing was 
equally excellent, and he flourished the blade so fiercely 
that men thought they saw the lightning on the earth and 
heard the thunder in the sky. Then he took Iris -quoit- 
shaped chakra, and whirled it at different objects without 
missing one. Lastly, he armed himself with tho noose, and 
threw it about with such skill, that horse or deer, or any 
other animal at which lie cast it, was invariably brought 
down. At length he finished his exercises, and respectfully 
saluted the feet of his preceptor, upon which .Drotia affec­
tionately embraced him amidst the applause of the whole 
assembly.4

Saddniappear- At this time, whilst the Pdndavas wore exulting in the 
ihosouofacVi’a- triumph of Arjuna, and Duryodhana was bursting with 

jealous rage, another young warrior suddenly entered the

a The description of this exhibition of arms, as it appears in the Mahfe JH&- 
rata, is filled with Brahman teal exaggerations, which are pleasing to the present 
taste of the IlindCie, but which are excluded from the above text, us they would 
ho tedious to the last degree to European readers. They include the use of weapons 
which combine contradictory powers, such as arrows having n broad blade at the 
point which will cut a man’s head off; or weapons of a supernatural character, 
such as arrows producing fire, water, venom, diseases, tempests, and other extra­
ordinary phenomena. It will, however, be aeon hereafter that the weapons 
described by the Brahmanical compilers of the REmfiyana are, sf possible, still 
more extravagant. The BiEhmans in the present day point to the foe-producing 
arrows as proofs that the ancient- Hind da were possessed of fire-arms.
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are.b, striking his arms together with a groat noise, - after history of 
the mariner'.of-.the ancient wrestlers. This was Kama, the TNWA-1‘ajbt IX.
son of a charioteer from the country of Anga, who was v e ry ................-
skilful in the use of arms. Kama then said :— “ 0  Arjuna,, 
you have exhibited all your feats of arms; come and look 
on whilst I perform each one better than you." At these Exultation of 
words Duryodluuia, was in an ecstasy of joy, whilst Arjuna iiK l'tfkL 
«as much displeased, and held his peace. Kama then, -to tl,m 01 A''iUn̂  
the delight of the Kauravas, and the disquietude of the 
Pant-lavas, executed every feat which, had been performed 
by Arjuna; and Duryodhaua came forward and embraced 
Kama, and praised his prowess, and called him “ brother.”
At this honour, Kama was greatly pleased, and said before KarnaeW- 
thom ail that it was his desire to fight Aijuna. The^lfeigfci&i,*0 
Arjuna was in  a great rage, and cried, out :—ff You desire Mutual aim®, 
to place y ourself on an equali ty with me, but I will so handle 
you, t hat you shall learn what it is for men like you to come 
here without being invited, and to speak before they are 
spoken to." Kama replied:— “ 0  Arjuna, waste not your 
words, for when it comes to open fight between you and 
me, you shall see who will be roughly handled : and as you' 
tarm(, me with having come without invitation, let me tell 
yon that this plain is none of your property that X may not 
enter it without your invitation: All other questions be­
tween us must be settled by the sword and bow, and I 
will so handle you in the presence of 'your tutor here, that 
ail present shall bo astonished. 1 hose words filled Drqna iironap&iitvnpoH 
with wrath, and he cried out:—fcWhy do you listen to Karr™l°"sllt 
Kama with patience ? You have my leave : Go, and fig-lit 
him at once !13 So Arjuna and his brothers stepped into 
the field to face Kama, and DuryodXa.ua and his brothers 
came forward to back Kama ,* when a kinsman of the royal 
house, named Kripa, who was the brother of the wife of 
Drone, interposed to prevent a battle between the son of Kripainteusoise* 
a .Raja and the son of a charioteer. Kripa said to K am a:—- battilv ent the 
“ 0  young man, are you come hither to measure weapons 
with Arjuna ? Know you that he is the son of Raja Pandu 
and the Rdni Kunti, and you must now declare the names



(St
0 0  THE MA H A BHAJiATA.  ̂J  L - ,

history of of yourfather and mother, that" we may know whether you 
p^rr/n. are worthy of being matched, with Arjunad-’ At these -words 

..—--------- Kama, was abashed, and hung down his head lik > a droop­
ing lily; for. he knew that his father was only a charioteer. 
But Duryodhana, who desired to set up .Kama against 
Arjuna, replied thus to K ripa:—f< Greatness depends not 

£anm cn.-ated a up on birth but upon strength, and I  hereby appoint 
m^a!y lH,y°* Kama to be Baja of the country of Anga.” So saying 

Duryodhana took Kama, by the hand, and led him to a 
golden seat, and ordered the umbrella- of royalty to be held 

Ai.peaHiiwoof over his head. At this moment the father of Kama ap-Kk im  s age«
father, peaved, trembling with ago, but rejoicing in the honours

bestowed upon his son; and when Kama saw him he throw 
Kama’* filial down his bow and arrow and advanced to meet, the old man, 
y . v c i u m . an^ tossed bis feet. Then the Pandavas looked upon the 

two with smiles of contempt, and Bhxma said to Kama 
Bhimn’s con- « j s j-fc with such a father as this that you presume to match 

yourself with. Arjuna: You, the son of a charioteer, what 
have you to do with a bow and arrows ? You had better far 
take a whip and drive a bullock-cart after your father,’-’ 

Combat pro- Kama was enraged at their taunts, but made no reply ; and 
of the darkness came on very rapidly. And Duryodhana led 

Kama away to his own palace, and the multitude dispersed 
to their several homes.

Baview of the T h e  p i c t u r e  p r e s e n t e d  in  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  t r a d i t i o n
fowiioinit tradl- P  J °  .

c a l l s  f o r  l i t t l e  o r  n o  r e m a r k .  I  h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  

m o c k  c o m b a t s ,  a n d  t h e  i l l  f e e l i n g  d i s p l a y e d  b y  

D u r y o d h a n a  a n d  B h i m a ,  a r e  p e r f e c t l y  t r u e  t o  h u m a n  

n a t u r e ,  a n d  t h e r e  i s  n o  d o u b t  t h a t  t h e  s t o r y  i s  so  

Question re- f a r  a u t h e n t i c .  B u t  t h e  a b r u p t  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  K a m a  
birth of Kama. o n  t l i i s  o c c a s io n ,  a n d  h i s  s u d d e n  e le v a t i o n  t o  t h e  

d i g n i t y  o f  R a ja ,  a r e  p o i n t s  o f  c o n s id e r a b l e  i n t e r e s t ,  

a n d  s e e m  t o  i n v i t e  a  c lo s e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  T h a t  
K a m a  w a s  o f  lo w  b i r t h  m a y  b e  a c c e p t e d  a s  a. f a c t ; 

b u t  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n  t h a t  h e  w a s  o f  lo w  b i r t h  b y  

r e a s o n  o f  h i s  b e i n g  t h e  s o n  o f  a  c h a r i o t e e r  s e e m s
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o p e n  t o  q u e s t io n .  T h e  d r i v i n g  o f  c h a r i o t s  w a s  a  histojit o r  

f a v o u r i t e  a n d  r o y a l  a m u s e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  a n c i e n t  v* a 0 t  
K s h a t r i y a s ,  a s  i t  w a s  w i t h  t h e  a n c i e n t  G r e e k s .  I t  Driving fllm- 

w i l l  b e  s e e n  h e r e a f t e r  i n  t h e  a u t h e n t i c  t r a d i t i o n  o f  himisemenc. 

N a l a  a n d  D a m a y a n t f  t h a t  t h e  d e s e r t e d  IK in f  r e c o g ­

n i z e d  h e r  h u s b a n d  b y  h is- f u r i o u s  d r i v i n g  ; w h i l s t  
a m o n g s t  t h e  v i r t u e s  o f  M a h a r a j a  D a s a r a t h a ,  a s  

d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  K d m a y a n a ,  h e  i s  s a i d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  

a  p e r f e c t  c h a r i o t e e r .  A g a in ,  t h e  c h a r i o t e e r  o f  t h e  unrh m»k 
s o v e r e i g n  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  h i s  confiden-.ancienttime*, 

t i a l  f r i e n d  a n d  c h i e f  a d v i s e r .  T h u s  i t  w i l l  b e  s e e n  
t h a t  S a n j a y a  w a s  t h e  f r i e n d  a n d  c h a r i o t e e r  o f  M a h a ­

r a j a  D h r i t a r a s l i t r a ,  a n d  t h a t  S u m  a n t r a  w a s  c h i e f  

c o u n s e l l o r  a n d  c h a r i o t e e r  o f  M a h a r a j a  D a s a r a t h a .

'B u t  t h e  “  a r r a n g e r s  ”  o f  t h e  M a li  a  B i u i r a t a  w e r e  ilua.S0T,sw!iyt!li;

} e v i d e n t l y  a n x io u s  t o  t h r o w  c o n t e m p t  u p o n  chariot*..compiler.' threw
1 , content pt ufwn

|  c o r s ;  a n d  m  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  r e f l e c t i o n  u p o n  I v a r n a  s  ®  

l b i r t J p  t h e r e  is  a  c u r i o u s  s t o r y  i n  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  o f  t h e  

g r e a t  w a r ,  o f  t h e  r a g e  o f  R a ja  S a l y a  o n  .b e i n g  a s k e d  

to  d r i v e  K a m a ’s  c h a r i o t .  T h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  

a n t a g o n i s m  a p p e a r s  t o  l i e  a s  f o l l o w s :— T h e  c h a r i o t  - confidmiiini p<*
, ,  • i . . .  sitionontuMiha-

e e r  a n c i e n t l y  o c c u p ie d  t h e  s a m e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  p o s i t i o n  sote-w. sub^- 

in  r e l a t i o n  to w a r d s  a  R a j a  a s  w a s  s u b s e q u e n t l y  f i l l e d  °r

b y  t h e  P u r o h i t a ,  o r  f a m i l y  p r i e s t .  T h u s ,  j u s t  b e f o r e  
t h e  b r e a k i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  g r e a t  w a r ,  R a j a  D r u p a d a  
s e n t  h i s  P u r o h i t a  a s  e n v o y  t o  H a s t i n a p u r  ; w h i l s t  
D i i r i t a r d s h t r a  s e n t  h i s  c h a r i o t e e r  a s  e n v o y  t o  t h e  

P & n d a v a s .  T h e  i n f e r e n c e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  f o l lo w s  t h a t  fligtorica, 3ignf„ 

t h e  B r a h m a n s  w e r e  j e a l o u s  o f  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  e x e r -  vhc 
c ised . b y  t h e  c h a r i o t e e r s  ; a n d  t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  o f  a  

P u r o h i t a  f o r  a  c h a r i o t e e r  p r o b a b l y  m a r k s  t h e  p e r i o d  

i n  H i n d u  h i s t o r y  w h e n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  d o m i n a t i o n  o f  

t h e  K s h a t r i y a s  w a s  b r o u g h t  u n d e r  t h e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  

a n d  c a s t e  s u p r e m a c y  o f  t h e  B r a h m a n s .
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h i s t o r y  o f  A s  r e g a r d s  K a m a ,  i t  s e e m s  n o t  u n l ik e ly  t h a t  h is  

\*v?cil f a t h e r  w a s  n o t  a  c h a r i o te e r  i n  t h e  h i g h e r  s e n s e  o f  

Kona’s rather" t h e  w o r d ,  b u t  a  m e r e  c a r t e r  o r  w a g g o n e r .  T h e  
i>nt a oarterl*1461 l a n g u a g e  o f  B h f m a  i n  t a u n t i n g  K a m a  s e e m s  to  b e a r  

o u t  t h i s  v ie w . u Y o u  h a d  b e t t e r , ”  h e  s a id ,  “ t a k e  
a  w h ip  a n d  d r iv e  a  b u l lo c k - c a r l  a f t e r  y o u r  f a t h e r / ’ 

•QuevUtmofKw- T h e  s u d d e n  e le v a t io n  o f  K a m a  to  t h e  d i g n i t y  o f
na bt'in^’creaSft®

f^aJ a  a p p e a r s  to  b e  o p e n  to  q u e s t io n .  I  h e  g o ld e n  
tholegend. Se a t  t o  w h ic h  h e  is  s a id  t o  h a v e  b e e n  c o n d u c te d  is  

e v id e n t ly  m y t h i c a l .  T h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  
o v e r  w h ic h  l ie  i s  a p p o in te d  to  b e  R a j a  is  e q u a l l y  
d o u b tfu l .  A n g a  is  a  c o u n t r y  w in c h  l ie s  f a r  a w a y  
t o  t h e  e a s tw a r d ,  i n  t h e  n e ig h 'b o u f h o o d  o f  t h e  m o d e r n  
to w n  o f  B h a g a l p u r  ; a n d  c o n s e q u e n t ly  w o u ld  be 
s e p a r a t e d  b y  a n  i n t e r v a l  o f  m a n y  h u n d r e d s  o f  m ile s  

f ro m  t h e  R a j  o f  B h a r a ta ,  B u t  .still t h e  d ig n ity "  m a y  
h a v e  b e e n  c o n f e r r e d ,  l ik e  t h a t  o f  a  m o d e r n  k n i g h t ­
h o o d , w i t h o u t  r e f e r e n c e  to  t e r r i t o r y .  T h e  r i g h t  o f  
D u r y o d h a n a  to  c r e a te  a  R a j a  s e e m s , h o w e v e r ,  v e r y  
d u b i o u s ; a n d  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  l a n g u a g e  o f  B lu m  a  
t o  K a m a  a p p e a r s  to  i m p l y  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  n o  r e a l  

* r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  n e w  r a n k  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  th u s

b e s to w e d  upon . h im .

thllb^fh n  °r T h e  l e g e n d  o f  t h e  b i r t h  o f  K a m a  is  n o t h i n g
m o re  t h a n  a  w i ld  m y th  w h ic h  h a s  been, c o n c o c te d  
fo r  t h e  o b v io u s  p u r p o s e  o f  e n n o b l in g  K a m a  b y  c o n ­
n e c t i n g  h im  w i th  t h e  r o y a l  h o u s e  ad H a s t in a p u r .  
T h e  m y t h  is  a s  e x t r a v a g a n t  a n d  im p r o b a b le  a s  t h a t  
o f  t h e  b i r t h  o f  V y a s a ,  a n d  b e a r s  t h e  s a m e  m a r k s  o f  
a  B r a h m a n ic a l  o r i g i n ) b u t  i t  m a y  b e  r e l a t e d  h e ro ,  
a s  r e f e r e n c e  is  f r e q u e n t l y  m a d e  to  i t  in  t h e  m o r e  

Early tire of m o d e r n  p o r t i o n s  o f  th e  M a h a  B h & ra ta , T h e  s t o r y  
K  of the is  a s  fo llo w s

Now Kuntf, the wife of Raja Pdndu, was brought up in
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it© Louse of Kunti-bhoja, the Baja of "tie  Bliojas, and- she history  of 
ever thought Lim to be her father; but her real father was 
S ura, the grandfather of Krishna.

And it happened on a certain day that a sage named Visit of/»ur- 
.Dujfpshs came to the house of Kunti-bhoja ; and he was tail 
in stature, and his hair was matted after the manner of a 
devotee, and his limbs were of the colour of honey. And 
Durvasas said to Kunti-bhoja:— “ 0  Baja, .1 am desirous of 
dwelling with you, but if I do so your people must conform 
to all my wishes; and they must let me eat when I  please, 
and sleep when I please, aud no one must contradict ine.”
A nd the Baja replied :—“ My daughter Ktmif shall wait upon Kun^-^oint- 
■you always, and I am sure that she will serve you to your and iiifr.t uf. u

* _ J « Durvfiwis.,
heart’s content/’ Then the Raja called to his daughter and 
said :—“ 0  Kuntf, this Brdhman is about to dwell in my 
house, and you must serve him night and day; for he is a 
man of great mortification, and lias subdued all his senses 
by the strictness of his austerities/'' And Kuntl had great 
reverence for Brahmans, and she gladly promised to serve 
Durvdsas, the sage, according to the will of her father.

'Then the Baja lodged the Brahman in the sacrificial Kunti'i&wjjifoi 
chamber, where he had been used to kindle the sacred fire; J8x*hnmn- 
and Kuntl served the Brdhman day and night with all dili­
gence and purity, And Durvasas was greatly pleased with 
the service of the damsel; for sometimes he would go out in 
the morning, and not return till evening or midnight; but 
Kuntl was always ready with various sorts of victuals to set 
before him ; and if he lost bis temper or used harsh words, 
she took no notice, but continued to serve lii.ru as diligently 
as before.

When a year had passed away, Durvdsas said to K untf:— Dm-vinas .get * 
“ O well-accomplished damsel, I  am entirely satisfied with 
vour service; so now ask a boon of me, and let it be such 
as will render you blessed beyond all other women/’ But 
Kuntf replied:— “ 0  greatest of Brahmans, if yon and my 
father are contented with, me, it is as if you had bestowed 
all blessings upon me.” So the Brdhman taught her a Teach® a mm-

- ,  r ,  , rT „ ,  , ,  •- t r a to  ivinti,mantra, and sard :—- Whenever you repeat this mantra, any
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hjstoeyof god you desire will descend from heaven, a:ocl you will bear 
,tNWVr to him » eon, who shall be like unto his father/' So Kunti

-— -—  made no .answer, ancl learned the mantra; for she feared lest
sire should offend the Br&hman, and .he should pronounce a 
curse against herself and her father. And Durvasas praised 
her greatly to the Raja, and then left the house and went his 
■way.

icwiii.i repeat* One day after this Kunti behold the bright Sun fit the 
f  upt A  “he sky, and her soul was enlightened, and she saw the Sun in 
tsungoii. the likeness of a warrior arrayed in .golden mail with ear­

rings in his ears, And she repeated the words of tlie mantra 
that Dmwiisas had taught h e r; and the god left himself in the 
form of a Sun to illuminate the world, and descended to the 
earth in the form of a Raja, with a, crown upon his head and 
bracelets upon liis arms. Brit when Kuntf saw him she im­
plored his forgiveness and besought him to return ; but he 
said :— “ I cannot do this, for all the gods are laughing at my 
discomfiture.”  And the eyes of Knutf were opened, and 
she saw that l udra and the gods were laughing, and she was 
much ashamed. So the Sun stayed with, her some time, 
and then went his way.

Birth Of Kama. After this Kunti gave birth to a son wi th golden earrings 
in his ears, and a golden cuirass upon his body-} and no one 

The babe floated know it, and she became a virgin as before. And she took 
tin! river, to dio fcke infant and placed it m a chest, and with many tears and 
cvMtryofA.!!Ka, ers gll0 floate(|  p  upon tho river} and the river carried

the chest into the waters of the Jumna, and the Jumna car­
ried it to the Ganges, and the Gauges to the coun try of Anga.
And the wife of a charioteer saw the chest and carried it to 
her home j and her husband opened it and found the babe 
therein, and he and his wife brought it up as their Own 

child; and this boy was Kama.
Rcvlcy of tho T h e  f o r e g o in g  m y t h  is  p e r h a p s  b e n e a t h  c r i t i e i  a m , 

i u f f i i ® :  b u t  s t i l l  t h e  p r e t e n s io n s  o f  D u r v d s a s  a r e  v e r y  s i g n i ­
f ic a n t ,  a n d  t h e  r e f e r e n c e  to  t h e  c o u n t r y  o f  A n g a  is  

w o r t h y  o f  c o n s id e r a t io n .  T h e  e n o r m o u s  d i s t a n c e  
w h ic h  t h e  c h e s t  w o u ld  h a v e  h a d  to  t r a v e l  d o w n  t h e
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,1 u m n a  a n d  G a n g e s  t o  t h e  c o u n t r y  o f  A n g a  i s  a lo n e  m sm At o r 

s u f f ic ie n t  t o  r e n d e r  t h e  m y t h  o f  t h e  b i r t h  o f  K a m a  pam  it.#y _
a l t o g e t h e r  i n c r e d ib l e ,  e v e n  i f  h i s  d iv in e  p a t e r n i t y  

c o u ld  b e  e x p la i n e d  a w a y ;  b u t  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  theob ject o/the 
m y t h  i s  n o t  d e v o id  o f  i n t e r e s t ,  a n d  c a n  e a s i l y  b e  

e x p la i n e d .  L o c a l  t r a d i t i o n  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  w h i c h  \
f o r m e r l y  w e n t  b y  t h e  n a m e  o f  A n g a ,  h a s  p r e s e r v e d  |
t h e  n a m e  o f  K a m a .  A  d y n a s t y  o f  B u d d h i s t  R a ja s

■ a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  r e i g n e d  a t  A n g a  a b o u t  t h e  s e c o n d

■ c e n t u r y  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  e r a  u n d e r  t h e  n a m e  o f  

i K a r n a s  f  a n d  i t  i s  b y  n o  m e a n s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e

B r a h m a n i c a l  c o m p i le r s  s o u g h t  t o  g r a t i f y  t h e  t a s t e s  

o f  t h e  p e o p le  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  b y  e s t a b l i s h in g  a  m y t h ­

i c a l  c o n n e c t io n  b e t w e e n  t h e  K a m a  w h o  f o u g h t  

in  t h e  g r e a t  w a r ,  w i t h  t h e  K a m a  R a ja s  o f  A n g a ,  

w h o  f lo u r i s h e d  a t  a  m u c h  l a t e r  p e r io d .  B u t  t h e  

v a s t  g e o g r a p h i c a l  I n t e r v a l  b e tw e e n  H a s t i n a p i i r  a n d  

A n g a  h a s  a l r e a d y  e x c i t e d  a  s u s p ic io n  t h a t  t h e  

c o n n e c t io n  is  a  f a b r i c a t i o n ; a n d  t h i s  s u s p ic io n  is  

c o n t i n u e d  b y  t h e  s u p e r n a t u r a l  d e t a i l s  w h i c h  t h e  

c o m p i le r s  h a v e  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e i r  d e s ig n .

T h e  n e x t  l e g e n d ,  n a m e l y ,  t h a t  o f  t h e  w a r  a g a i n s t  

D r u p a d a ,  R a j a  o f  P a u c M l a ,  m a y  n o w  b e  r e l a t e d  a s  

fo llo w s  : —
Row when the Kanravas and Pdnclavas had proved be- «th,WyaK*tnst 

fore the Maharaja and all his Chieftains, that they were orrancuia. 
capable of bearing arms, they wore called upon by Drona 
to fulfil the terms upon which ho had educated them, r.nmely, 
to chastise Drupada, Raia of PancMla. Accordingly, Dur- jyfeat of in > 
yodhana arid all Ms brethren marched out by themselves victory of theJ Jranaavaa.
against Raja Drupada, but were defeated by the enemy, and
compelled to return to Hastindpur. Then Yudhishthira. and 
Lis brethren marched out against Drupada, and (hey van­

's This vr&dition will be found in Dr Buchanan's account of the Bailor district, 
preserved in Martin’s Eastern India, Vol. I.
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Ti iSTORY o!■' quisled lam and all hisi forces, find brought him away pri- 
PAjtr'tx Boner. So Drona. took the half of Drupndtt’s Raj, but left

."TT7..P~~'..~ remainder in the possession of Drupada.. Then Raja
Baj of i’auciu'iia, Drupada returned to his own country j but he swore that 

the day should come when he would he revenged upon 
Brona.

SifStiiflcamic of T h e  s to r y  o f  t h i s  e x p e d i t io n  a g a in s t  D r u p a d a  is
}ufiLyVor!h«‘° s o m e w h a t  i s o l a te d  i n  t h e  M a h a  B h d r a ta ,  b u t  s t i l l  

a p p e a r s  to  h a v e  a n  i m p o r t a n t  b e a r i n g  u p o n  th e  
m a in  i n c i d e n t  i n  t h e  E p ic .  T h e  d e f e a t  o f  t h e  K a u -  

r a v a s  a n d  v i c to r y  o f  th e  P d n d a v a s  m a y  h e  s o m e w h a t  
m y t h i c a l ; a n d ,  in d e e d ,  c h ie f ly  s e rv o  to  i l l u s t r a t e  
t h e  t e n d e n c y  o f  t h e  o r ig in a l  b a r d s  to  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  

p r a i s e s  o f  t h e  P d n d a v a s  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  th e  K a u ­
r o v a s .  B a t  t h e  d iv is io n  o f  t h e  R a j  o f  D r u p a d a  
s e e m s  t o  im p ly  t h a t  D r o n a  h a d  s o m e  c la im  to  t h e  
h a l f  s h a r e ,  a n d  c o n f i rm s  t h e  s u s p ic io n  a l r e a d y  e x ­
p re sse d . t h a t  D r o n a  w a s  a  b r o t h e r  o r  n e a r  k in s m a n  

o f  D r u p a d a ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  B r a h m a n i e a l  c o m p i le r s  
h a v e  s u p p r e s s e d  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h ip  in  o r d e r  t o  r e p r e ­
s e n t  D r o n a  a s  a  B r a h m a n .

Geographical T h e  g e o g r a p h ic a l  p o s i t io n  o f  t h e  R a j  o f  P a n e l u i a
position of the ’ °  /  1 J
Enj ofPaiuMia. o p e n s  u p  a  c u r io u s  q u e s t io n  o f  i n q u i r j |  T h e  n a m e  

h a s  b e e n  s o m e t im e s  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  P u n j a b ,  a n d  t h e  

R a j  c e r t a i n l y  a p p e a r s  to  h a v e  b e e n  s i t u a te d  i n  c lo se  
c o n t i g u i t y  w i th  t h a t  o f  H a s t in a p i i r . .  B u t  M a im  
id e n t i f i e s  P a n c h d la  w i th  K a n o u j ,  w h ii jh  is  a t  l e a s t  
tw o  h u n d r e d  m ile s  f ro m  H a s t i n d p u r ;  w h i l s t  th e  
c o m p i le r s  o f  t h e  M a h a  B h d r a t a  i n d u lg e  in  f a r  

g r a n d e r  id e a s ,  a n d  s e e m  to  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  R a j  o f  
B h d r a t a  e x te n d e d  o v e r  t h e  n o r t h e r n  D o a b ,  w h i l s t  
t h e  R a j  o f  P a n c h d la  o c c u p ie d  t h e  m o r e  s o u th e r ly  

p o r t i o n  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  G a n g e s  a n d  

J u m n a .  I t  w il l  b e  s e e n  h e r e a f t e r  t h a t  t h e  R a j  o f

■PvPi P P p  -'I u i.. ■ ' b ^ 'X p p .P P P ' i
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P a n c h d la  w a s  p r o b a b l y  a  l i t t l e  t e r r i t o r y  i n ' t h e  m o r e  history o r  

[ i m m e d i a t e  n e ig h b o u r h o o d  o f  H a s t i n g  p u r .

T h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  r i v a l r y  b e tw e e n  Y 'u d h i s l i th i r a  .....“ ....

a n d  D u r y o d h a n a  f o r  t h e  p o s t  o f  Y u v a r a ja ,  o r  h e i r -  
a p p a r e n t ,  m a y  n o w  b e  r e l a t e d  a s  fo l lo w s  : —

W hen the war against Drupada was fhlly over, there 7th. invalid be,- 
was more ill blood between, the Kauravas and the Pandavas t-Wr» anaoued 
than had over been before, because the Kauravas had been o * 10 
defeated by Drnpada, and the Pandavas had gained the 
victory. Meantime the Maharaja decided that Yudhish- 
thira, the eldest son of P&ndu, had the best, right to succeed 
him in the Raj ; and as the custom was, Yudhishthira was Yudhishtwm 
installed.as Yuvaraja, or “ Llttlo Raja ” Then Yudhi.sh- S K ” .' 
thira began to rule the Raj for his uncle the Mahdraja, and 
tho glory of his reign became greater than the glory of his 
father Paudu ; for though he was not skilful in the use of 
arms like Bhlma or Arjuna, his wisdom and virtue were 
famous throughout the. land, and his truthfulness, and jus­
tice, and pa lienee, on all occasions rendered him beloved by 
all people.

.Now when' Yudhishthira was appointed Yuvaraja, his josdoiwyof©ur» 
cousin Duryodhana was in great affliction, and Duryodhana y°‘Ulww' 
plotted day and night with his brother Duhsdsana, and his 
ancle Sakuni, and his friend Kama, how to bring about the 
d t traction of tin- Pandavas. One day when the MaMraja Conversationif. 
'was quite alone, Duiyodhana went into his presence, and hanan»»c'ufia°' 
spoke to him as follows “ 0  my father, why have you SSSmtesat 
shown, such small regard for your own sons, and treated p S T  
them so unworthily ? You wore the elder brother of Raja -
Pandtt, and ought to have succeeded to the Raj, but you 
gave up the whole to your younger brother j and now you 
have passed by your own sons, and have intrusted the 
management of all affairs to the sons of Pdndu j The Raj 
is years by right, and the inheritance should descend to us 
who are your sons; why, then, do you give the preference 
to Others, and make us small and contemptible in the eyes 
of all people Dhritarashtra replied :— “ O my son, my 

, VOL. X. 7



08 THE MA.HA EH A RATA.

BlSTO-a* (SB brother P&ndu was without an equal in all the world; and 
Pak/ u kow "with ray blindness could I pretend to govern, the Raj ?

—----- ——• His sons after him are endued with every qualification for
the management of affairs, and give every satisfaction to all 
the people ; how then can I  banish them from my councils ? 
Moreover, Yudhishthira possesses the most- praiseworthy 
qualities, such as you do not yourself possess; how then 
can I be at enmity with him, and exclude him from the 
government ? ” Duryodhana. said:—“ I know of no such 
qualifications as render Yudhishthira superior to mo, but 1 
do know that in the field I am more than a match for half a 
score of Yhdhishthix*as: So if you are resolved to exclude 
me from all share in the management of the Raj, [ will 
certainly kill myself, and thus get rid of all my vexa- 

rr::". Mahtajn- tions.” Dhritardshtra replied :— “ O ray son, why do you 
Uifladmhiiatm- give way to such violent impatience? I f  you are bent 
i>m*yo®ana upon exerciBnig power 1 will divide the management, 
tiiira. " and give the half to you and other half to Yudhishthira;

so that henocforth there shall be no strife betwixt him 
and you.”

Duryodhanastp When the Maharaja had thus spoken, Duryodhana
visiotfoftiio dl" said :—“ I accept your proposition, 0  ray- father; but let 
I’nslVby thô  the country be divided, so that the P&ndavas can take their 

own land and rule there, whilst I  and ray brethren stay .here 
at Hastindpur, and govern under you ; for if both we and 
they dwell in the same place there may be feud between us, 
and many of our friends may be slain.?* The Maharaja 
replied :— e< The great head of our family is Blushma, and 
he will never be satisfied if the Pdndavas are sent away to 
a, distance from this city ; neither will Drona or Vidura 
rest content; how then can I tell them to go ? ” Duryod­
hana said:— “ 0  Maharaja, it is beneath your dignity to 
consult others : Do yon summon the Pdndavas, and command 
them to go to the city of Viirauavata, and dwell there for 
some time; and they will obey your commands without 

Tim Mahtoajtt delay, and after they are gone, nobody will trouble aboutsends the Fan- \  ® * . -.
d»vns to dwell the matter. Accordingly the Maharaia did as Duryon-
for a while In Mi$ ”  " , . . . . . . .  .
cityof.v&rani. hana counselled. He sent for Yudhishthira and said tovat. a.



turn:—<f 0  my son, there m a renowned city, rich in history or 
gold and jewels, named V&ran&vata : Go thither, you -pfurn.
and year brethren, and dwell there for some time ; and——--------
after that I  will recall yon.” So Yudhishthira and. his 
brethren took leave of the Maharaja, and of all their kins- 
men, and departed with their mother Kunti to the city of 
Vfirandvata.
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CHAPTER III.

FIRST EXILIS OF THE PANDA yAS.

hjwtory of W it h  t h e  j o u r n e y  o f  t h e  I : \m d a v a s  t o  t h e  c i t y  o f  

pfwtfTi. V & ro n A v a ta  th e  n a r r a t i v e  u n d e r g o e s  a n  e n t i r e  c h a n g e ,  

bdiWtlimW- a n d  f o r  a  b r i e f  p e r io d  t h e  a u t h e n t i c  t r a d i t i o n  i s  u t -  
IxfiooV theS- t e r l y  lo s t  in  a  l a t e r  f ic t io n . H e r e  i t  m a y  b e  r e m a r k e d  

1;,; ,-r t h a t  s o  l o n g  a s  t h e  s c e n e  is  l a i d  i n  t h e  c i t y  o r  i l a s -  
saeter ot' aii ic- t i n a p u r ,  o r  i t s  im m e d i a te  n e ig h b o u r h o o d ,  so  lo n g  

a th e .  s t o r y  s e e m s  t o  a p p r o x i m a t e  t o  h i s to r i c  t r u t h  ; 
b u t  w h e n  t h e  l o c a l i t y  is  r e m o v e d  t o  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  
h u n d r e d s  o f  m ile s  f ro m  H a s t i n d p u r ,  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  is  

i m m e d i a t e l y  r e d u c e d  t o  t h e  c o n d i t io n  o f  e i t h e r  a  

r e l i g io u s  m y t h  o r  a  p a lp a b l e  f ic t io n . S u c h  is  t h e  

c a s e  a s  r e g a r d s  t h e  a l l e g e d  j o u r n e y  o f  t h e  P a n d a v a s  

vtoMi&vftta, the t o  t h e  c i t y  o f  V a r a n a v a t a ,  t h e  m o d e r n  A l la h a b a d ,  
i^aS m uw t>  t h e  s a c r e d  c i t y  a t  t h e  ju n c t io n  o f  t h e  G a n g e s  a n d
the south-east of .. , ' „
Hasttu&pur. J u n r n d ,  a n d  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  f a m o u s  p l a c e s  • o t  p i l ­

g r i m a g e  i n  H i n d u s t a n .  A  g e o g r a p h i c a l  i n t e r v a l  o f  

fi v e  h u n d r e d  m i le s  s e p a r a te s  t h e  c i t y  o f  H a s t l n a p u r  

f ro m  t h e  c i t y  o f  A l l a h a b a d ; a n d ,  i n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y ,  
a  c h ro n o lo g ic a l ,  i n t e r v a l  o f  s o m e  t h o u s a n d  y e a r s  s e p a r ­

a te s  t h e  o ld  t r a d i t i o n  o f  t h e  s o n s  o f  P a n d u  f ro m  t h e  
m o d e r n  f ic t io n  o f  t h e i r  v i s i t  t o  t h e  c i t y  o f  V d r a n a -  

v a ta .  A  b e t t e r  j u d g m e n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  w i l l  b e  f o r m e d  

f lX S te o r Ih e  a f t e r  a  b r i e f  n a r r a t i v e  o f  t h e  e v e n ts  w h ic h  a r e  s a id  
thousand years t o  h a v e  t r a n s p i r e d ,  a n d  w h ic h  m a y  n o w  b e  r e l a t e d
biter Minn the A ' •>
ordinal tvadi- a g  f o l l o w s  ;----



'
■Before the Pandavas departed out of the city of Has- h ist o k y  of 

tinapur, their uncle Vidura took them aside, and told them
that when they arrived at the city of Vurainlvata they should -.—  ~ ......
beware of fire; and ho repeated averse to the brethren, pirtoi thi i«,m-
and said I— “ Should a man come to you, and repeat this
verse, put your trust in him, and receive him as a man sent varanavau.
by me for your deliverance.”  After many days the five
Pandavas, and their mother Kuntf, reached the city of
Yaraudvr h i; and very speedily their eyes were opened to a
wicked plot which had been devised by Duryodhana and
his friends.; That jealous Chieftain, ever bent upon the
destruction of his kinsmen, had sent on a trusty retainer,
mimed Purochana, to prepare a handsome house in the city
of V&ramivata for the reception of the sons of Pdndu; and
Purochana had been secretly commanded to fill the house
with hemp and resin, and to plaster the walls with a, mortar
of grease and pitch; so that some night, when the Pandavas
and their mother were fast asleep, the doors might he
closely fastened on the outside, and the house set on fire,
and all within it be consumed in the flames. Accordingly
Purochana welcomed the Pandavas with every sign, of re- Detain or the
juicing; and he conducted them first to the College of holy ««t!onlof tV-l

, • . . . , ,. .miidavas at Va-ffien, where they paid every respect and reverence to the mnAvata. 
devotees, and received their blessings and good wishes in 
return, j and next he led them to the house prepared for 
their reception, and presented each of them with a collation 
and fruit, together with gold and jewels, silks and cloths, as 
is customary among the Eajas. Yudhishthira was amazed suspicions of 
at the splendour of the habitation, but he began to Smell ll‘'Iiusluh!'a- 
the mortar, and told his suspicions to his brother Bhima.
After this a man came from Vidura, and repeated the verse 
which had been agreed upon, and said:— “ Vidura has sent 
me to dig an under-ground, passage from your house, to 
deliver you from it should it be set on fire.” So after much wgtfugofim,  ̂
discourse together, they secretly employed the man to dig ,,S8:
a passage under-ground, by which they could escape out of 
the house, should the dwelling be set on fire and the doors 
be locked on the outside. When the under-ground passage
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histOuy or was all complete, Blum a resolved that he would work upon 
pi&rn Paroehana, who was living in a house close by, all the mis- 
•——\7y -  chief tliat Pu.roch.aua was meditating against himself and. 

mtfls'i'il,':ipiptiry brethren. Now it so happened that one day Kuat£ invited 
S n l‘9fPuro" the poor people of the city, and gave them a feast; and 
foasHô itepoof aTaong'st her guests was -a Bh.ll woman, and her live sons,' 

who, according to the practice of their tribe, drank a large 
quantity of strong liquor, and then lay down and slept 
heavily. That same night a violent wind arose, and BWma 
stole out through the passage, and strongly barricaded the 
house of Ptirochana, and set it on fire; and the' flames 

Hoivw af tho speedily destroyed the building and reached the house of 
catches the Pdndatas; ' and BMma then conducted his mother and 
lywpeofti)© brethren through the passage under-ground, and hurriedibtlfU.fJvVTIiS <■ ltd* j _ j >
Kiiuti into the them away mto tho jangle. .Next morning the .people of 

the city saw that both houses were destroyed by fire, and 
believed that ail the inmates had perished; for they dis­
covered the blackened remains of Purochaua and his serv­
ants, and also those of the Mill woman and her live sons, 
whom they took to be those of Kunti and the Wtndavaa. 
The tidings soon, reached the city of Hastinap tr, and the 

Toy or tho Kau- Kauraviis rejoiced greatly at the supposed death of their 
©rUfAuOTasod e'llond°s &e Pdndavas; but BMshma, Drona, and Dhrita- 
fimiava!!i3 rashtra were affected even unto tears.

stovy or thi>Yî  It would be presumptuous perhaps to state
of tho C.iiMlovas , , *• . - , ■? „ *-
to lt™uZod'’u* positively that there is no foundation whatever 
|£ £ p i | '  for this story in the original and authentic legend';

yet if bears such evident traces of being entirely 
composed in the later age of Brabmanical revival, 
that it is impossible to escape the inference The 

. B u r n i n g  a sloop- whole story turns upon burning the house of Mns-
x i ig  e n e m y  t o t a l -  J r  °  ,
Mmiyaidk:-. Mien, whilst those kinsmen are asleep inside; and 

this idea would be altogether repugnant to the 
sentiment of honour which undoubtedly prevailed 
amongst the ancient Kshatriyas, who regarded an
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a t t a c k  u p o n  a  s l e e p in g  e n e m y  a s  a  h e in o u s  c r i m e .1 histoby o*. 

B u t  a t  t h e  s a m e  t im e ,  t h i s  id e a  w o u ld  b e  p e r f e c t l y  vha'u. 
f a m i l i a r  t o  t h e  B r a h m a n ic a l  c o m p i le r s  o f  t h e  M a M  Fata ilia!' fat the 

Bh& rafca, w h o  h a d  o n ly  r e c e n t ly  e n g a g e d , i n  b u r n i n g  

d o w n  t h e  m o n a s te r i e s  a n d  te m p le s  o f  t h e  B u d d h i s t s  Ewidhists- 
w i t h  a l l  t h e  d e a d ly  h a te  o f  r e l i g io u s  p e r s e c u to r s .

A g a in ,  t h e  s u b o r d in a te  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  f ic t io n  r e f e r ,  subordinate #■ 
m  e v e r y  w a y ,  to  a  l a t e r  a n d  m o r e  l u x u r i o u s  a g e .  ».

T h e  c i t y  o f  V d ra n d v a ta . is  s a id  to  h a v e  b e e n  f a m o u s  
v fo r  g o ld  a n d  j e w e ls .  T h e  C o l le g e  o f  h o l y  m e n  to  
I w h ic h  t h e  P & n d a v a s  w e r e  i n t r o d u c e d  o n  t h e i r  a r r i v a l ,  

is  e i t h e r  B u d d h i s t  o r  B r a h m a n i c a l ; a n d  so , to o ,  is  

t h e  f e a s t  g iv e n  b y  K u n t f  to  a l l  t h e  p o o r  o f  t h e  c i t y  ; 
w h i l s t  th e  a lle g e d , m a g n i f ic e n c e  o f  t h e  b o u s e  i n  w h ic h  

t h e  P & n d a v a s  w e r e  l o d g e d ,  a n d  t h e  p r e s e n t s  o f  go ld , 
a n d  j e w e ls ,  s i lk s  a n d  c lo th s ,  b e lo n g  a l t o g e t h e r  t o  a  
l u t e  p e r io d  o f  H i n d u  c iv i l i z a t io n .  T h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  
B b i l  w o m a n  a n d  h e r  f iv e  s o n s  w h o  w e r e  b u r n t  

a li  v e  i n  t h e  h o u s e ,  a n d  o r ig i n a te d  t h e  r u m o u r  t h a t  
t h e  P a n d a v a s  a n d  t h e i r  m o th e r  h a d  p e r i s h e d  in  t h e  
f la m e s , is  a lso  p r e c i s e l y  o n e  o f  th o s e  a r t i f i c i a l  t u r n s  

i n  a  n a r r a t i v e  w h ic h  b e t r a y  t h e  h a n d  o f  t h e  r o m a n c e r  
o r  n o v e l i s t .  A l to g e th e r ,  i t  s e e m s  m o s t  p r o b a b l e  *^ctiourn- 

t l i a t  t h e  w h o le  s t o r y  is  a  l a t e r  f ic t io n , i n t r o d u c e d  f o r  ^vas1with tik 
t h e  s o le  p u r p o s e  o f  a s s o c ia t in g  t h e  P d n d a v a s  w i t h  t h e  wu!11 v'umu* 

f a m o u s  c i t y  o f  Y & ran& vata.®
H a v i n g  m a d e  t h e i r  e s c a p e  f ro m  t h e  c i t y  o f  Y d -  .'y-p-J

4  _ o f  t h e
r a n & v a ta ,  t h e  P & n d a v a s  a r e  s a id  to  h a v e  d i s g u i s e d  virkiavauusth
------- ----------------------------------------- ,----------1----- ------------------------  tho great jungle.

1 Compare the story of the terrible revenge of Aswatthbma, in the night of 
the last day of the great war; where it will he seen that Aswatthiima, even whilst 
bent upon being revenged on the murderer of his father, awoke his sleeping enemy 
before slaying him.

* An extraordinary well, or under-ground passage, still exists in the Fort at 
Allah ritad, and is pointed out as the veritable passage through which the P&n- 
davtis made their way out of the burning house between thirty and forty centuries 
ago.
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,,Ii S I 0P ^ GniS(,'lves as Brahmans, and to have proceeded 
p:»rt ii. with all haste into the great jungle. Now if the 

Bjmdavaa may be.accepted as the representatives 
of t5ie AlT an race, it would, appear from the story 
that they had advanced far away to the eastward 
•of the Aryan outpost at Hastin&piir, .and had almost 
reached the centre of the .land of aborigines. This 

t T U 'S  direction was undoubtedly the very one which was 
to'Aii^&u eventually taken by the Aryan invaders; that is, 

they pushed their way from the Punjab towards the 
south-east, along- the fertile valleys of the G anges and 
?hurrah, until they arrived at the junction of the two 
rivers at Allahabad. Probably, as already indicated, 
tins migration occupied a vast, period of- unrecorded 
time, and the Aryans may not have reached AIM- 
ha bad until ages after the Kauravas and PAmlavas 
bad fought their famous battle for the little Baj at 

f f i S y  Hastinapur. But when the story of the war of the 
the iŝorif")neb Idiaiata had been converted into a national
^voT^srnt tradition, it seems not unlikely that the legends of 

tl.10 later wars waged by the Aryans against the 
aborigines during -their progress towards the south- 
east, would be tacked on to the original narrative. 
This process appears to. have been carried out 
by the compilers of the Maha Bhdrata; and al­
though, as will be seen hereafter, the adventures 
of the Pandavas in the jungle, and their encounters 
with Asuras and Rakshasas, are all palpable 'fictions, 
still they are valuable as traces which have been left 
in the minds of the people of the primitive wars of 
the Aryans against the aborigines. 

t0 ^ *ie ^ventures of a band of warlike emigrants 
whilst seeking for new homes amongst an aboriginal 

oH.m.ypu.pie. population have been generally found amongst the

' ^  P B  THE MAHA HI! A RATA.
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I ' ' t , .. „
earliest events in the history of a people- Those histort orffi ■ • ' . A 4 . INDIA.ij wars, however, have rarely been recorded with truth- rbw n.

I ful simplicity by a prose annalist, but have generally '
|  fallen into the hands of bards, whose object was 

rather to gratify their audience than to instruct them 
i in authentic history. Sometimes when the national wnMomitmu.
I  ■ , , tiotis presonrwf

legends have corresponded to the national religion, jEgygSXhi*
I the narrative has assumed a historic form, as in the i,j$£'2!al 
;f conquests of Joshua, and to some extent in the lives 
I of Samson, of Gideon, and of Jephthah. But when namodtiMiqr
« J . ,  . . . . .  changes its the
\ the national religion has undergone modifications,, as 
| in the case of Greece and Rome, the legends have 
! been remodelled by poets and dramatists, and con­

verted into religious myths. Still further, when converted mto
, , °  «  , ‘ ftnrsevy stories

the old religion has been driven out altogether, and 
a new and radically foreign religion like Christianity byil
has taken its place, the traditions of forgotten wars 
have been left in the hands of ballad singers and 
beldames, and consequently have been converted 
into barbarous nursery stories of giants and ogres.
■This latter fate has certainly befallen the traditions 
of forgotten wars in Europe; and a similar fate has 
befallen, the Hindi! traditions of the wars between 
the Aryans and aborigines.

It is somewhat, remarkable that the general simi- strives tniiar. 

maty of circumstances under which Hindu and 
European traditions of primitive wars have been 
exaggerated and modified, has resulted in a striking 
similarity in .the fictions themselves. They are cha* oiiaraev-risucs

. .  J  . of Hindu fiction.raeternaed by the same rude vigour of imagination; 
and consequently present the same extravagant pic­
tures of the horrible combined with a broad sense of w»*sofBhim» 
humour, which are precisely fitted to the tastes of an 
uncultivated people. In the Hindi! fictions the îuos,tlK:aiJ>



p
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uistokt of aborigines arc described under the naines of Asuras 
part il and Ibikshasas,- as being giants and cannibals, and of 

course hideously' repulsive; whilst the Aryan settlers, 
of. whom Bhxma as the strongest man of the Panda vas 
is pre-eminently the type, are represented as over­
coming their enemy by strength of arm, and tinder 
circumstances of rough comicality not unlike those 
which sometimes appear in a Christmas pantomime. 

ppp«imty of It need scarcely he added that such stories are ex­
ceedingly popular with the Hindus; and indeed the 
degree to which the alternations of mirth and wonder 
are excited, is scarcely conceivable excepting, by 
those who can sympathize in the undoubting and 
childish-credulity of the masses.

To reject such stories as unfitted to the dignity 
of history would be to lose some valuable glimpses 

HistoricvaiM of into the inner life of ancient nations. The narratives
t lie ; fictions, as
lh"pSte»ot may be palpable fictions, but they are true to an 
composed f weie element of human nature ; that element which leads'
rfsthor thnn as . . .

tho imagination-to depict circumstances, not as they 
which they refer. ar(^ as they would bo best received in the times

in which they are related. Histories of every de­
scription must be especially regarded from this point 
of view. -The question of how far they represent 
the real facts of "the" 'period to which they refer is 
doubtless of primary importance, but it is nearly as 
important to consider bow far they illustrate the 
ideas, the feelings, and the judgments of the age in 
which they were produced; for histories in general 
represent far more truthfully the spirit of the period 
in which, they are written than the facts of tiro 

interest to be period to which they refer. Accordingly in relating 
tMfictions and the stories of Bhtma’s adventures with the Asuras, the 
whomthey wo attention should be divided between the mirthful and



teVcll'ous incidents on the one hand, and the open- h i s t o r y  o p  

mouthed audiences on the other ; between the gro- pARir n. 
tesque and horrible scenes, and the alternate laughter 
and terror of the men, women, and children who are' 
looking on. Nor must the narrator of the story be .
entirely forgotten; for the sympathies which exist 
between the Hindu story-teller, and the events he is 
describing, and the people to whom he is tell- 
ino- his tale of wonder, would be almost ineon- 
ceivablo to the European who may read a history 
aloud without action and without vivacity. Thus in 
the opening scene of the first fiction, where the giant 
111 lima is carrying his mother and three brothers 
through a dreadful forest haunted with wild beasts 
and Asuras, an enthusiastic narrator will represent 
Bhima by carrying two children on his back and one 
under each arm ; and will moreover imitate the roar­
ing' of lions and tigers, and indulge in hideous 
grimaces to indicate the cannibal propensities of the 
Asuras. With these preliminary observations, the 
attention may now be directed to the stories them­
selves, The first fiction is as follows~

Now when the Pdndavas escaped from the burning house ist fiction, 
in the city of Varanavata, they proceeded in all haste to* conntw with 
wards the southern jungle, which was inhabited by wild Asm*.. * 
beasts, and also by ll&kshasas and Asuras, who were eaters 
of men. And Kunti and all her sons, excepting Bhima, HWmn carries 
were very weary; bat Bhima was tall and strong, and lie JofinA°k 
carried his mother and elder brother on his back, and one of *”“*for,ss,h 
bis younger brethren under each of bis arms, whilst Arjtma 
followed close behind. Next morning they passed along 
the western, bank of the river Ganges, and proceeded more 
and more towards the south, until they reached a very dark 
and dreadful forest ; and all, excepting Bhima, were so 
overpowered with sleep that they threw themselves beneath

III .....I'.lRST EXILE OF THE PANDAVA& 1 0 7  ■



P i a o  „ , n i l  j
J OS THE MAH A BH ARATA. ^

.iistoky oi? a. tree, and were soon in a profound slumber, 'whilst Bhima 
Pabtii’ to guard them. It so happened that hard by was

-----'—~—  the abode of a terrible Asuraand man-eater, named Hidtmba,3description ot
who had yellow eyes and a horrible aspect, but who pos- 

liviw.1,1 bla‘ sensed great strength ; and he had a sister, named UitUtubi, 
who was very tall and handsome. Now the cannibal 
Hidimba smelt .human beings in the neighbourhood of las 
den/and he sent out his sister to hijing them in /  but when 
she saw the1 long arms and mighty form of Bhima, resplend­
ent with royal vestments and rich jewels, she fell, in hv e 

iliiHmbi’î pro- with him, and straightway proposed to carry him away into 
uua" the jangle upon her back, and to leave the others for her bro­

ther to devour. But BMma refused to desert his mother and 
brethren in such extremity, and. declared himself willing to 

the A sura. Whilst lie was thus speaking, the monster 
dimba. came up furious with wrath at the delay of his sister, and

engaged in battle with Bhima. First the Asura and- Bhi'ma 
fought with fists; then they tore up trees and cudgelled 
each other . and then, when all the trees had been torn up 
and broken to pieces, they attacked each other with vast 
stones. The IVmdavas were awakened by the noise of the 
combat, and Arjuna came up to help his brother; but at 

Horriiii.0 rtoatfi that moment Bhima seized the Asura by the waist, and 
whirled him round several times, and. dashed out his brains 
against the ground; and then, holding his head under one 
arm he so belaboured him with his fist that he broke every 
bone in his body.

Then.the sister of the Asura set up a cry so terrible that 
the wild beasts of the jungle fled away from fear; but after 
a while, when she saw that Bhima was leaving' the place 
together with his mother and brethren, she ceased her cries 

HkiimU c/ and began to follow them. And Bhima desired her tofloats Bhirua to °  ...
raJtB her whis return to the abiding-place of her brother ; but she replied 

that as she had chosen him for her husband, she would 
never leave him, hut henceforth he his faithful slave. She 
then threw herself at the feci; of Kunti, and wept bitterly , 
and said :— “ 0  lady/ command your son to take me as, his 
wife, for I have known no man; and if he refuse to take iuo
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I  will kill myself, and my blood will be upon your bead.” aistobt op 
i$0 Ivuuti, belie ving that , the strong Asura woman,- experi- n.
(meed in the jungle, would greatly help thorn in their 
sojournings, desired Bluina to marry h e r a n d  Bhfma 'took 
Hulimbi as bis wife, and the marriage rites were duly per­
formed by his elder brother Yudhishthira. And Bhfma took K̂ traoniinary 
Iris newly married wife, and went away to a beautiful spot on .BWmaafaHi- 
a mountain, where the flowers were blooming and a crystal dim,1‘ 
stream wets flowing, and the trees were laden with fruits of 
the choicest description; and there Hidimbi brought him 
every day such prodigious quantities of excellent food that 
be rejoiced exceedingly. And in due course a son was bom 
to them as robust as his parents; and Bhima then returned 
with his wife to his mother and brethren, and presented his 
Sturdy infant to the delighted Jvunti.

The foregoing fiction is chiefly remarkable for Review of the 
the downright plainness of the points of interest * RsUrenie sim- 
The gloomy forest, the wild beasts, the cannibals, 
the strong man carrying his mother and brethren, 
the terrible Asura and his handsome sister, the tri­
umph-of Bhfma, the outspoken desire of the hand­
some Astira to become the wife of the strong man, 
the marriage, the honeymoon, and the birth of a boy, 
all follow one another with a simplicity which is as 
charming as a story invented by a child. The death Extraordinary

. ■ . , i < ■! - ■ i t  i rood'’ in whichto winch the Asura is subjected is especially worthy 
of notice, for it is not only mythical in itself, but is 
sufficient to indicate a myth. In the authentic 
tradition of the great war it will be seen that Bhfma 
beheaded his enemy and drank his blood; but in the 
myths he either whirls his enemy round and dashes 
out his brains, or rends him asunder, or. kneads up 
his flesh, blood, and bones into an extraordinary 
ball. A modern critic might also object to the im~ ŵbawmiea 
probability of Bhfma leaving his mother and brothers


