
h is t o r y  o f  t i m e  i n  W e s t m i n s t e r  F la i l  a t  t h e  c o r o n a t i o n  o f  t h e1'ĵ BIAt „ _ t
r W  i i . a n c i e n t  k i n g s  o f  E n g l a n d  ; a n d  w h i c h  w e r e  a t t e n d e d

....." b y  t h e  f e u d a l  B a r o n s  o f  t h e  r e a l m  w h o  h a d  a l r e a d y

p a i d  t h e i r  h o m a g e  a n d  s w o r n  f e a l t y  to  t h e  n e w  

s o v e r e i g n .  S t i l l ,  l i k e  m o s t  a n c i e n t  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  t h e  

b a n q u e t  w a s  i n v e s t e d  w i t h  a  r e l i g i o u s  m e a n i n g ,  a n d  

w a s  r e g a r d e d  b o th  a s  a  c o r o n a t i o n  f e a s t  a n d  a s  a  

s a c r i f i c e  t o  t h e  g o d s .  I n d e e d ,  i t  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  

a  c e r e m o n i a l  a t  o n c e  d e v o t i o n a l  a n d  f e s t i v e ; -  i n  w h i c h  

a n i m a l s  w e r e  s a c r i f i c e d  a n d  r o a s t e d ,  a n d  d u l y  o f f e r e d  

w i t h  h y m n s  a n d  i n v o c a t i o n s  t o  t h e  d e i t i e s  o f  t h e  

V e d a s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  s e r v e d  u p  a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  b a n q u e t  t o  

t h e  k in s m e n , ,  n e i g h b o u r s ,  a n d  t r i b u t a r y  C h i e f t a i n s . 1

1 The mode by winch the Erhlimans arrogated to themselves tlm sole right of 
Officiating, at the great- sacrifices, and even of partaking of the meat, is curiously 
indicated by the following myths, which have been preserved in the Aitareya Brah
man,lift (Book vn. o. 4, Hong’s translation). I t  should be promised that.sacrifice 
is personified; so, too, is divine knowledge as the Brahma, and sovereignty as the 
Kshattra. The following texts are extracted verbatim :—

“ After Prajapati had created the sacrifice, the Brahma (divine knowledge) 
and .the Kshattra (sovereignty) were produced. After both two kinds of creatuiv.1 
sprang up, such ones ns eat the sacrificial food, and such ones as do not eat it. 
All caters of the sacrificial Tood followed the Brahma, the non-eators followed the 
Kshattra. Therefore) the Brfthmarts only arc outers of the sacrificial food, whilst 
the Kshattriyas, Yais’yas, and Slmdras do not cat it.

“ The sacrifice went away from both of them. The Brahma and Kshattra 
followed it. The Brahma followed with all its implements, and the Kshattra 
followed (also) with its implements. The implements of the Brahma arc those 
required for performing a sacrifice. The implements of the Kshattra are,a horse, 
carriage, an armour, and a bow with arrow. The Kshattra, hot reaching the 
sacrifice, returned; for, frightened by the weapons of the Kshattra, the sacrifice 
ran aside. The Brahma then followed the sacrifice, and reached it. Hemming 
thus the sacrifice in its further course the Brahma stood still; the sacrifice, reached 
and hemmed in its course, stood still also, and recognizing in the hand of the 
Brahma its own implements, returned to the Brahma. The sacrifice haying thus 
remained only in the Brahma, it is therefore only placed among the Brhhman? 
(i. e. they alone are allowed to perform it).

■‘The Kshattra then ran after this Brahma, and said to it, * Allow me to take 
possession of this sacrifice (which is placed in thee).’ The Brahma said, ‘ Well, 
let it; bn so ; lay down thy own weapons, a sumo by means of the implements of 
the Brahma (the sacrificial implements) which constitute the Brahma, the form 
of the Brahma, and return to i t ! ’ The Kshattra obeyed, laid down its own 
weapons, assumed, by means of tho implements of the Brahma which constitute 
the Bralima, its form, and returned to it. Therefore, even a Kshallriya, when
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D u r i n g  th e  s u b s e q u e n t  p e r i o d  w h e n  t h e  a s c e n d -  m a ? o ^ ov
m icy  o f  t h e  B r d h m a n s  b e g a n  to  a s s e r t  i t s e l f  s i d e  b y  p fa r u .

s id e  w i t h  t h e  s o v e r e i g n t y  o f  t h e  K s h a t r l y a s ,  t h e  

c e r e m o n i a l  o f  t h e s e  s a c r i f i c e s  u n d e r w e n t  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  during
rn, . i , Brahnmiiieal

c h a n g e .  T h e  s i m p l e  o i i e r m g s  t o  t h e  g o d s  w e r e  n o  ascendancy, 

l o n g e r  m a d e  b y  t h e  p a t r i a r c h ,  o f  t h e  f a m i ly ,  o r  C h i e f 

t a i n  o f  t h e  t r i b e ,  b u t  b y  a n  e x c lu s i v e  s a c e r d o t a l  c la s s ,  

c l a i m i n g  a  d i v i n e  o r i g i n ,  a n d  i n v e s t e d  w ith ' s u p e r 

n a t u r a l  p o w e r s .  T h e  r e s u l t  w a s  t h a t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

p u r p o r t  o f  th e  f e s t iv a l  a p p e a r s  I n  a  g r e a t  m e a s u r e  t o  K t> js ? 3 a t .  

h a v e  p a s s e d  a w a y ,  w h i l s t  e v e n  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  i d e a s ,  delMm* food/
, , , „ ,  . , . . . . . . . . .  modified >,v Iti'J

w i n c h  f o u n d  e x p r e s s i o n  m  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n ,
lo s t  a l l  t h e i r  n a t u r a l  a n d  j o y o u s  c h a r a c t e r .  T h e  c h i l d -  ^ ! ^ | ro*

l i k e  i d e a  o f  p r o p i t i a t i n g  t h e  g o d s  w i t h  c h o ic e  v i a n d s  /iu /ia /h '/
, ... , , . .. , !>0 slain n- art

b e c a m e  m o r e  o r  l e s s  m o d i f i e d  b y  t h e  m o r e  g l o o m y ,  atonement n>r 

b u t ,  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  m o r e  c o m p l e x  c o n c e p t i o n ,  t h a t

lu> lap  down Ms weapons and assumes the form of the Brahma i f  means of the 
sacrificM implements, .returns to the sacrifice (ho is allowed a share in it).* •

“ As regardsthe portion of sacrificial food which is to ha eatori fcjdhe sacrifice!-, 
they ask, whether the Kshattrip should eat, or whether he should not eat it f They 
say, if he eat, thou he commits a groat sin, its having eaten sacrificial food although 
he is an ahvtdi (one not permitted to oat). If ho do not cat, then he cuts him
self off from the sacrifice (with which he was connected). For the portion to be 
eaten by the uucrificer, is the sacrifice, This is to be made over to the Brahma 
priest, For the Brahma priest, of tho Rshatiriya is in the place of (his) Purohitu.
The Burohita is the 'one-half of the Kshatriya} only through the intervention of 
another (tho Birahma priest), tho portion appears to he eaten by him, though ho 
does not eat it with Ms own month. * For the sacrifice is'there where the' Brahma'
(priest) is. The entire sacrifice .is placed in tho Brahma, and the saorificer is in 
tic sacrifice. They throw the sacrifice (in the shape of the portion which is to 
be eaten by the saorificer) into tho sacrifice (which has the form of the Brahma) 
just as they throw water into water, fire into fire, without malting i t ' overflow, 
tier causing any injury to the sacrifice!;. Therefore is this portion to bo eaten by 
the sacrifice!- (if he be a Kshaltriya) to he given up to the Brahma.

“ Some sacrificial - priests, however, sacrifice this portion to the fire, saying, ‘ I 
place thee in Pmjfipat’s world, which is called .vibhan (shining every where), bo 
joined to the saorificer, Svfiha! ’ But thus the sacrificial priest ought not to pro
ceed. For the portion to be eaten by tho saorificer is tho sacrifice!; himself. What 
priest, therefore, asserts this, burns the eaerificer in the fire. (If any one should 
observe a priest doing so) he ought to toll him, ‘ Thou hast singed the sacrifices- 
in the fire. Agni will burn his breaths, and he will consequently die, Thus it 
always happens. Therefore, he should not think of doing so.-’
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in:sTo»Y oii' b l o o d  a a u f i l  b e  s h e d ' t o  p r o p i t i a t e  a n  o f f e n d e d  d e i t y ,

■ S m )'; a n d  t o  a t o n e  f o r  a n y  n e g l e c t  i n  t h e  f u l f i l m e n t  o f  

supersti t  i o u s  d u t i e s ,  o r  f o r  a n y  b re a c h , o f  B r a h m a n  - 

i c a l  l a w .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  'w h i l s t  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  r i t u a l  

w a s  s t i l l  m a i n t a i n e d ,  w h i l s t  t h e  f le s h  m e a t ,  t h e  s im p l e  

c a k e s ,  t h e  p a r c h e d  g r a i n ,  t h e  c l a r i f i e d  b u t t e r ,  t h e  

m i l k ,  t h e  c u r d s ,  a n d  t h e  s o m a  w i n e ,  w e r e 'still o f f e r e d  

t o  t h e  g e n i a l  g o d s  o f  t h e  V e d a s ,  t h e '  a n i m a l s  w e r e  
s l a u g h t e r e d  a t  t h e  s t a k e  i n  t h e  h o p e  o f  a p p e a s i n g  t h e  

w r a t h  o f  s o m e  r e v e n g e f u l  a n d  e x a c t i n g  d e i t y ,  o r  a s  a  

v i c a r i o u s  a t o n e m e n t  f o r  n a t i o n a l  t r a n s g r e s s i o n  o r  i n 

d i v i d u a l  s in .
itrahr.wDi«i B u t  a g a i n s t  t h e s e  s u p e r s t i t i o n s  c o n c e p t i o n s  o f  a

sacuuiew, pw.- d i v i n e  r u l e r  d e l i g h t i n g  i n  b l o o d  t h e r e  a r o s e  t h a t
antics, and caste, ’ ■ 1 i n "  T xi
t h c ^ f S u o n  m i g h t y  m o v e m e n t  k n o w n  a s  B u d d h i s m ,  i n  t h e  

s a m e  r e f o r m i n g  s p i r i t ,  a n d  a b o u t  th e -  s a m e  a g e  o f  t h e  

w o r l d ’s  h i s t o r y ,  i n  w h i c h  I s a i a h  d e n o u n c e d  t h e  r i t e s  
a n d  o b s e r v a n c e s  o f  t h e  M o s a i c  l a w ,  t h e  m y s t e r i o u s  

B u d d h a  a r o s e  to  a x u i t h e m a t iz e  t h e  a n im a l  s a c r i f i c e s  

o f  t h e  B r a h m a n s .*  F o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  t w e lv e  c e n t u r i e s ,  

n a m e l y ,  f r o m  t h e  s i x t h  c e n t u r y  b e f o r e  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  

e r a  u n t i l  t h e  e i g h t h  c e n t u r y  a f t e r  i t ,  B u d d h i s m  

t r i u m p h e d  t h r o u g h o u t  H i n d u s t a n ; t r a m p l i n g  u p o n  

t h e  w h o l e  c e r e m o n i a l  o f  B r a h m a n i s m ,  w i t h  a l l  i t s  

s a c r i f i c e s ,  p e n a n c e s ,  a n d  c a s t e s ; a n d  s e t t i n g  f o r t h

8 Isaiah's- denunciations of the Mosaic ritual ate •very strong. “ Hear the 
word of tile Lord, ye rulers of Sodom! Give ear unto the law of our God, ye 
people of Gomorrah! To what purpose is tho multitude of your sacrifices unto 
me ? saith tho Lord. I am full of the bumt-offmngs of rams, and the fat of f -1 
beasts, and I delight not in the blood of bullocks, o* of lambs, or of lie-goals. 
When you come to appear before me, who hath required this at your hand, to 
tread1 my courts ? Bring no more vain oblations! License is, an abomination 
unto me; the now moons and sabbaths, the catling of assemblies, I cannot away 
with; it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting. Your new moouia and your 
appointed feasts my soul hateth; they are a trouble unto me; I  nui weary to 
hear them” (Isaiah i. 10—14). The story of Cain and Abel points to an opposite , 
direction. The fruirs of the earth were not accepted, but only the firstlings of the 
dock, (Gen. iv'. 2—t).
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'S‘i  tiie paramount necessity for purity of mind and .history op 
body, and a more elevated moral rule. Sacrifices EuVr ti,

I ; of all kinds were especially excluded from t h e ....... ~~
: Buddhist ritua l; and no corresponding rite was per

mitted beyond the offering of flowers to the Buddhas 
f who had attained, the perfection of being. At th e ex- r,>
\  piration of that period, namely, about ten centuries !Mh 

ago, flier© arose that great Brahmanical reaction or 
revival, which has continued with but slight dis
turbance from either Islam or Christianity down to 

, the present day. But the .reforming';:.; spirit of 
Buddhism has never been wholly eradicated, a n d ' ' S ' 1
• * i  s i  ifo 1  . • * , i  ,« -B ! B n t lU f tJ ih ic f U

, maoed. m m  left a lasting impress upon the national revival, 

ritual. The great sacrifices of antiquity have never Animal w ri.
. . .  , . ■L J flees replaced

been revived; and the sacrifice of goats has been 
restricted to the exceptional worship of Durga, and 
chiefly confined to the province of Bengal. The 
Hoin.fi, or clarified butter, which is presented to 
the fire in sacrificial ladles, and the Bayasa or sacred 
food of rico and. milk., which is cooked in the sacri
ficial kettles, form in the present day the main staple 
of the so-called offerings or sacrifices to the gods of 
India,. M, . . ,

From the foregoing observations it will have been Review of ther  , .......  subject; Four
seen that, since the first institution of the Rajasriya, 
the national conception of sacrifice has undergone 
four ■modifications, corresponding to the four great 
periods of Hindu history, namely, the Kshatriya, the &$SJK8r' 
Brahmanical, the Buddhistic, and the Brahmamcal 
revival. The great sacrifices or banquets of the th0‘
Kshatriyas were modified by the Brahmans into ^  
sacrificial sessions of a purely religious character; H S  

- but were subsequently swept away by the reform- .••*ww '
, J ; ation of Buddha, which only permitted of the
k :;V-i1..’V;/j'* ' '- V':

ifihusblhilb'Ih'f. hf' ;’r. v I:-’.',5' ,y V-., V rf.V V’



jusffloiiY OF offering of flowers. So complete and effectual wwrf 
r,;ET n'. this reformation, that animal sacrifices found no 4 

p|ace -n t|ie Brahmanical revival; and. the offerings 
to the gods henceforth mainly consisted of Homa.and 
Payasa,, the clarified butter and the sacred food, 3 

These data should be borne in mind whilst consider
ing the description of the Rajastiya of Yudhishthim ; f 
inasmuch as the Malta,Bhdrata appears to have as-' 
sumed its present shape during the later period of | 
Bralummical revival ; and consequently the descrip- ■ 1 

tion of the .Rajastiya in the form in which it has been 
handed down by the Rrahmanical compilers, bears 
traces of nearly all the ideas which prevailed through
out the widely different periods mapped out : in. the 

AusencQ oraiiu-foregoing paragraphs. One exception, however, 
f|hat be noticed, namely, that the tact or animal 

S l l i l i f  sacrifices in the Raja#5ya of Yudliishtliira has been 
ivinnwta'part of apparently suppressed in the M.alni Bh&raia, although 

it undoubtedly found a place m the early .bralmiamc 
ritual. 1 The result has been that the sacrifice is not 
represented as an atonement for sin. Kven this 
exception, however, finds full expression in the 
Aswanfodha, or horse sacrifice performed by Yud- 
hishthira at the conclusion of the great war; as well

s Whil&t ghee or clarified butter formed the staple of the Homs*, and rim and 
milk WCTc the staple of:the Pfeyam,-other materials of s)nailer importance were 
and tire mingled with both, chiefly consisting of things produced from the. cow.
This part of the subject will be considered in connection with the worship of >hp

€ 4 That an animal was tie<l to a state and sacrificed as a burnt-offering 't 
the Emastiya, is plainly set forth in the riitarcya Brfihmspara,.which gffiarently 
contains the oldest form of purely Brahmamcal ritual extant. Ur Hang has pab- 
lkhed the original text of this valuable Br&hmana, with an 1mu:.w1i version 
attached; audit may he'added that his work is of the highest authority, mas- 
much as he practised all the ancient- forms of .sacrifice under.the direction ot 0J1® 
of. the. few Brhhmans who have. preserved the sacrificial mysteries as they de
scended from the remotest times. Sec Dr Uaug’s preface to the Aitareya Ciah- 
man am.
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, , aft in the Aswam&lha performed by Ramaafter his iiwwwy of 
war /with R&vuirn; all of which will fully appear in *uST u. ■ 
th eir [.-rope r place hereafter.

The legend of the Rajasiiya. of Yudhishthira 
may be divided into four sections, namely:

1st, The preliminary Conquests,
2 nd, Tins Sacrifice and Banquet.
3rd, The Death of Sisupdla.
4th, The Jealousy of Duryodhatta.
Tn taking into consideration the preliminary 

conquests of the Taudavas, it will, be necessary to 
bear in mind what appear to be the bare facts. The 
BajaB.dya.was & triumphant ceremony. The Pdncla- 
vas had gone out of Hastinapur with their mother, 
their joint wife, and their priest, and had set
tled in a new country. They had built the fort at 
Indra-prastha, cleared the jungle of Kh&ndava, and 
driven out the Scythian tribe known as the JSTdgas.
Finally, having founded a new Raj, and having auf- 

‘ ficiently established a supremacy oyer e very border
ing enemy, and having thus proved to the satisfac
tion of their new subjects that they could protect 
cattle and harvests, they invited all their kinsmen 
and neighbours to a Rajasiiya, and in the presence 
of all the people solemnly inaugurated their elder 
brother Yudhishthira as Raja of Khandava-prastlni.

The very restricted area of conquest indicated nminnu™,of 
in the foregoing incidents would be amply sufficient 
to warrant the performance of a Rajasiiya. The- 
ceremony certainly involved the idea of conquest idea of the % 
over every enemv: but this idea would be suf-

J . ‘t , ’ . . . . .  . cntSon.ficiefitly realized if a Raja had established himself 
in a Raj, and gained by his exploits the respect of 
all the Chieftain| in the immediate neighbourhood.

' . von i. 1] ■■ ■ o:
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msToiiV of In a later age, however, when the memory of the y 
S i  actual facts had nearly passed away, and the dim 

l a ^ ^ T  traditions were remodelled by later hards of hotrnd- 
less imaginations but limited .geographical know™

*ny' ledge, the idea of conquest extended indefinitely 
over the whole earth, and necessarily led to the -in
troduction of a considerable amount of mythical 
matter in order to realize' the marvellous idea, of 
universal empire. How this was effected may be 
gathered from the’following myth:—

Wavs of hie Kow when. Arjima had returned to his brethren atlndra-
lAudaviia. pril.si}i{ij the Pandnvas went out to. war and conquered many
■yudhishtiiira Rajas, and Raja Yiidhidithira determined to perform the 
perfoiTDinga, p-reat sacrifice which is called the Ivamsuya. Having broughtaaja.sM.yi!. o , , . .  . .. ,

all his passions under the most perfect control,? Kaja ludhisb- 
I’fiys aii tho thira ordered every debt which any of his subjects owed to
Joels. ■ 'be paid out of the public treasury , but there were tew

debtors in that Raj, for all the people wore •ever engaged in 
virtuous and pious acts, and .they rejoiced when they heard 
that the Raja was about to', perform a Rajasiiya. Then. the.

OaJisaCouncil. Raja called, together a Council of his brethren; and the 
Brahmans, and his preceptor Dhaumya, and the  sage Vyusa 
were also present; and he told the  Council what ho -intended 
to do, and they all consented and rejoiced exceedingly.
Pul still Raja Yudhiahtlnra was distrustful of himself, mid ho 

BcndnforKrish- would not commence the sacrifice without taking the counsel- 
of K rishna; and he sent'messengers to Dwdrnkd to invite 
Krishna to come to  Indra-prastha. And Krishna came to 
Ifidra-prastha, and said:—■“ There remains one Raja to be 
conquered before yon can perform the Rajasuya sacrifice, and 

MyUiiofti com- tha t is Javdsandha the'Raja of Magadh&d' dud Krishna 
hH hf ilajaTof a n d  Arjuna and Bhlhia disguised themselves, as Brahmans, 

and journeyed to the  city of .Magadha, and .Blunra challenged 
Jaidsandha to single combat; and Jardsandha came out- and 
fought against Bhlma, and after much fighting he was 
defeated and slain. Then the three returned to Indra- 
prastha, and Krishna advised Yudhishthira how the Baja-
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s th a  should 1)0 perform ed. A nd  Yfodhishthira com m anded history oj?-

four b re th reu  to  go and collect tribu te for tlie  perform - Purr IL
an co of tlio sacrifice from ail th e  Rajas in  th e  world, a-, w as y 4h- w‘hS,~
necessary  in a lia jaau y a ; and  he  sent A rjulia to  the n o rth ,
B'hima to the  east, Bahadeya to  the  south, an d  N aiads to  “
[lie w est, and they' w ent abroad  for a whole year.6

W lien the  y ear was fully over the four b re th ren  re tu rn e d  Return of u»J 't . . .  four brethren,
to  Indra-p raatha , and all th e  friends of Yudinshfchira coun
selled him n o t to  lose the opportunity  of perform ing th e  
Bfoasiiya, K rish n a , who h ad  re tu rned  to  Dwarakd, cam e 
again  to  Ind ra-p rastha  w ith immense w ealth  and a la rg e  
a rm y ; for as th e 'w alls  p ro te c t the  house so  K rishna p ro 
tec ted  the P a n a m a s ; and every  man rejo iced  to b eho ld  
K rishna , .as m en  rejoice to behold  the r is in g  sun. T hen  
R aja  Y udhish th ira  again spoke to  K rishna about the- R aja- 
siiya : and K rishna  said :— “ Y ou  are now a  g rea t Raja, an d  Krishna wmm. , . 1 iidvictis r iid-
i t  is p roper for you to  perform, the Rajasdya, and 1 shall 
rpjcitie to  assis t yon, and will do w hatever you  com m and.”  
Yddinshbhira rep lied  ,—" Y o u r  presence alone is a sufficient 
guaran tee for th e  success of m y jRajasiiya.”  . ,

T h e  w h o le  o f  th e  fo re g o in e ;  n a r r a t i v e  Is e v id e n t ly  a f « c a i  cim-
I f  1 t , . \  ,  ^  _ IftCtIT Of till-a myth ox the Jirahmanicai compilers who sought to ^ » 0(U's..wm'a" 

promulgate the worship of Krishna. The mythical yawnruyfonr1 . P  t * . y  brethren m feao
wanderings of the four brothers to the four quarters ®r̂ uiau 
of tho e a r th y  whore they waged supernatural wars, uiytIU,JaK 
and whence they brought away supernatural quan
tities of gifts and tribute, are wholly unworthy of 
notice.6 The mythical conquest of Jar&sandha, oomtwst oJ\xa«» , r . _ ' i-asamlim, Uuju.Kaja oi Magadha, calls, however, for some remark.
In the traditional life of Krishna, that hero is ropre- vSlw0 5,fu ot’ 
sented as a cowherd of the Yadava tribe, who re
belled against the Raja of Mathura, and put him

8 Tho Brahmaftieii compilers seem to have considered that Yiulhishthira 
would .he rather dull during the absence of his brothers. Accordingly, the myth- 

' real Vyksa was introduced, who spent the .entire -year '-in imparting lessons of 
riuvuJily to Yudhishthira.

0 The details may perhaps he found usef-d hereafter, as exhibiting the extent 
Of geographical knowledge possessed by the Hindus in comparatively modem times.



h isto r y  ok to death.' Subsecfiiently, however, Krishna was de- 
pIrt il feafcod by Jarfeandha and compelled to migrate 

. « i | |  allhih tribe from the city of Mathura to that of
DwtirakA Accordingly, in associating the tradition 
of Krishna with that of the Pandavas, the Brahman- 
ical compilers ignore the vast geogi'aphical Interval 
between Magadhd, tine modern province of Babur, 
and the city of Hastinapur, and represent Krislma . 
as direct ing" the attention of Yudhishthira to JarA 
sandha, as a .Raja who must be conquered before -the 
Rajasfiya could be performed. The story of the 
coilqaest- of Jarasandha by Krislma, Arjunu, and 
Bhinm, is related at great length in the MaM BhA 
rata, but the details are of a purely fabulous cha- 

■ ■ racier/
The second section of the legend, comprising a 

description of the sacrifice and feast, is far moro sig
nificant than the story of the preliminary conquests, 
although characterized by the same extravagant ex
aggerations. The legend, as it appears in the Malt4 
Biuirata, may he related as follows :— •

• The -barest outline of the 'myth will be efficient to satisfy the. most cre
dulous reader. Bhinm, Krishna, and Arjana go out single-handed to fight Jarfi- 
sandha. On reaching the city of Magatlhfi. Kiuflwa taunts Jmfi andhi with 
having shut tip twenty thousand Rajas for the purpose of sacrificing them to the 
god Siva: a taunt which seems to indicate the opposition of the worshippers of 
Vishnn to the worshippers of Siva; Krishna being- an .incarnation of Vishnu. 
Bhima thou challenges Jarfisandha to battle, and they fight-together for fourteen 
days without stopping; and, moreover, without any interference, although nil the 
people of jar&sundha, and all his army, were .looking on. The. battle terminates 
in a supernatural climax. It seems that Jarhsaiidha, by the favour of a Riahi, 
had been bom in two halves from the two wives of a Baja; tod those t wo halves 
were supematurally united after birth. On the fourteenth day of the battle 
Bhiroa carried out the trick which he had practised against the Asu’ws, of-whirl
ing JarhsaridJ.ia round by the heels, and dashing out his brains against the ground, 
and then rending him into his original halves •! Such is . a very curtailed speci
men of the - lengthened myths- which are to bo found in the MaM Bluiratu, and 
which are almost jus useless for the purposes of .history as the dreams of a mad
man.

U B  THE .MALt.V



Kow when ail filings .had been made ready fo r  the historic o r  
Rajasttya, all the Rajas came to the place of sacrifice, bring- 
ing ifinoh wealth with them j and those who were friends to ~ ~ r
Baja Audhishthira brought great presents, and those who ^  lbB
had been conquered brought much tribute. And all the. 
kinsmen of the Pandavas came in like manner to the Raja- 
sdya. , Duryodhana and all the Kauravas were there, together 
with i&e Maharaja, and Bhishma, and • Drona, and Drupada; 
the father of Draupadl, and Sisup&la,- the Baja of Chedi, arid 
Krishna, and Inal brother Balarama, and his father. Vasudeta.
And all the Rajas of the Middle Country, and all the Rajas Raja* or the 
of the South Country, came hl like manner to the Rajasuya ; soutn Conn- . 

and. altogether ..there were so many Rajas that their names 
cannot be recounted.

And every Rais, had a lodging or pavilion of his own, in Marmfwat ra- 
which provisions of every variety were served up in great td f<»r Uw 
abundance. And those pavilions were all very lofty, .and'Rajas, 
of a pure white, oc lour inlaid with gold; and. round about 
each .pavilion were very many 'beautiful trees, and round 
about the trees was a lofty wall covered with garlands of 

•.“flowers; And the windows in'those pavilions were made of 
gohhu network, and the doors to the rooms were made of 
solid gold, and the walls of the rooms were made of gold and 
silver. And all the rooms were laid with rich .carpets, and 
decorated with furniture fitted for a Raja, and perfumed with 
sandal wood and incense. And the stairs leading to the 
upper rooms were so made, that no man found it difficult to 
go up or down. And the moment a man entered one of 
these rooms ho was sure, to be refreshed were he ever so 
weary. And the Rajas beheld the sacrifice while they were 
seated in those rooms.

And Rajsi Yudhishthira commanded that all the Brdh- Asscmblms or 
mans and Kshatriyas, and all the respectable Vaisyas and caLiosliom' 
Siidras, should be invited to attend the Raj ashy a. And all 
the .Rajas came and took up their abode in. the pavilions ; 
and .all the Brahmans .who wore to assist at the sacrifice came 
in like manner, and were entertained as splendidly as the 
Rajas. And all the four castes came as they had been in
vited. And the whole city of Indra-prastha resounded

t• A.-1! '. •..f.b'■:.:'■ -a■ >',•• k:;'-;v;
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history ov with the channting of Vedic hymns, and u Take and oat” 
r  uitH were the only words that could be heard.

. —•—•— Meanwhile the place of sacrifice lira's-made, ready, a u d it
ik:o,ao was surrounded on all sides by the pavilions of the Raja*

and tiie dhahraans, arid by very many storehouses anti 
treasuries} and it surpassed in richness and beauty every 
place of sacrifice which had ever been seen before. And 

y.'fisa, tixo chief thq sage Vydsa was chief of the sacrifice., and appointed 
ever /tiling* that was to be done ; and lie brought some very 

Sasajim;i,yb<) learned sages to attend the great ceremony, A ndBasam an 
ciioir of Brah- was appointed to be Udgatri, or eliief chaunter'of the Vedic 
'Biiiwmiya,®id hymns, And Dhaumya and Yajna-walkya were thpH otris, 

woks, who cooked the sacrifice, and offered it to the. gods; and 
cibo'i’ of young their sons and pupils wore the Brithia, or assistant. Hotris, 

who chaunted the mantras whilst the sacrifice was being* 
presented to the fire. Then Raja Yudhishtkira, bowing 
down to his uncle Dhritar&shfcra, asked th e . permission of 
Bhishma, Drona, Duryodhana, and the rest, that he- might 
begin the ceremony, saying :— “ You have full control over 
iny.property and Raj, so do what is best for me ; AH. of you 
mast assist me in this .undertaking, and each ope must 

Thofcmvtfeast, accept a separate charge.” Then Blilslnna and Drona 
directed the feast, and gave their counsel as to what was to 
be done, and what was to be omitted. Duryodbam was 
made th e ' general superintendent in giving and. receiving’ 

Distribution of presents. D t'lhsiis&na .superintended the distribution of the
food »»d gifts. • . i ,

food; and. baiiadeva took charge of all the choicer provi
sions ; and two of the most faithful servants' of A ijana dis
tributed the rice, the butter, the sugar, the.milk, and the 
sandalwood. Aswatthdma, the son of Drona, and Sanjaya, 
the minister and charioteer of Dritarashtrh, waited upon 

Mytiumiw-spect the Br&hmans; Kripa gave the gifts to the Br&hmfrM; and 
. rWuwmmw. Krishna was appointed to wash the feet of the Brahmans ;

and the gifts that were given, to the Brahmans wore beyond 
all computation.

JixaggeraMoiis The extravagant exaggerations which appear in 
the foregoing narrative are somewhat distracting, 
but yet it may be possible to draw an approximate

].{>(> T'lIE M il l  A TIHAIUTA,



p i c t u r e ,  o f  th e  e v e n t s  w h ic h  a c t u a l l y  t r a n s p i r e d .  T h e  of

s c e n e  w h ic h  p r o b a b l y  p r e s e n t e d  i t s e l f  to  t h e  e y e  a t  vm? i i  
t h e  R & ja s t iy a , w a s  a  b a r b a r o u s  s a c r i f ic e  f o l lo w e d  b y  
a  r u d e  f e a s t  i n  th o  o p e n  a i r .  T h e  c e r e m o n ie s  p e r -  til< leaĵ rolutbio (Sfcjfl.-
f o r m e d  a t  th e . s a c r i f ic e  a r e  n o t  c l e a r l y  r e l a t e d  i n  t h e  

M a b d  B h a r a ta ,  b u t  w e r e  p r o b a b l y  in  a c c o r d a n c e  
w ith , t h o s e  w h ic h  f in d  e x p r e s s io n  i n  t h e  R i g - V e d a ,

A  n u m b e r  o f  p r i e s t s ,  e i t h e r  B r& h m a n s , o r  t h e  p r e -  ib« rigors.*.. i. . ' crirtce Ki'.ren ed
a c c e s s o r s  o f  B r a h m a n s ,  m a r k e d  o u t  t h e  s p o t  f o r  wWiKw i s m .

I s a c r i f ic e ,  a n d  s t r e w e d  t h e  p l a c e  w i t h  t h e  s a c r e d  k u s a  

g r a s s ,  a n d  k i n d le d  t h e  s a c r i f ic ia l  f i r e ,  s i n g i n g t h e  o ld  
i n c a n t a t i o n s  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  h a n d e d  d o w n  t o  t h e m  

b y  t h e i r  f a t h e r s  f r o m  t im e s  p r im e v a l ,  T h e y  n e x t  T ^ . oruif 
p r e s e n t e d  t h e  H o m a  i n  s a c r i f ic ia l  l a d le s ,  a n d . p o u r e d  

i t  u p o n  t h e  f la m e  w i t h  m u c h  c h a u n t i n g  o f  Y e d i c  „

h y m n s ,  a n d  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  m y s t i c  r i t e s  j a n d  d o u b t 
less . t h e y  in v o k e d  A g n i ,  th e  d e i t y  o f  f i r e ,  t o  l i c k  u p  invocations 
t h e i r  s im p le  o b l a t io n s ,  a n d  c a r r y  t h e m  i n  t h e  a s c e n d -  

'm n R a in e  to  t h e  b r i g h t  g o d s  o n  h i g h .  T h e n  a n im a l s  Nutm-oc u>o 
m a y  n a v e  b e e n  s a c r i f ic e d ,  a n d  t h e i r  f le s h  c o o k e d  
u p o n  t h e  f ire ,  w h i ls t ,  v a s t  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  o t h e r  fo o d  

w e r e  p r e p a r e d ,  p a r t l y  a s  o f f e r in g s  to  t h e  g o d s ,  a n d  

p a r t l y  a s  p r o v is io n s  f o r  t h e  a s s e m b ly .  B u t  b e f o r e  invocation*^ 

t h e  w o r s h ip p e r s  s a t  d o w n  t o  t h e  f e a s t ,  th o  d e i t i e s  
t h e  V e d a s ,  w i th  I n d r a  a t  t h e i r  h e a d ,  w o u ld  b e  i n -  

y o k e d  i n  p a s s io n a te  s t r a in s  to  d e s c e n d  f r o m  t h e i r  

R e s p le n d e n t  a b o d e s ,  a n d  t o  c o m e  a n d  s i t  d o w n  u p o n  
t h e  s a c re d , g r a s s ,  a n d  p a r t a k e  o f  t h e  c h o ic e  v i a n d s  

w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e i r  a c c e p t a n c e ;  a n d  

e s p e c i a l l y  to  d r i n k  u p  t h e  m i l k ,  t h e  c u r d s ,  t h e  g l ie e ,  

t h e  s u g a r ,  a n d  t h e  g r a t e f u l  a n d  e x h i l a r a t i n g  j u i c e  o f  
t h e  s o m a .

T h e  s o -c a l le d  R a j a s  w h o  r e a l l y  a t t e n d e d  

R a j a s u y i t  w e r e  i n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  a  r u d e  c o m p a n y
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1 6 8  THE MALI A BI'IiVltATA.

■ His’imif of halfmnked warriors, who feasted boisterously - beneath 
iun ii, the shade of trees. Their conversation was very 

; r  —“ likely confined to their domestic relations, such as
the state of their health, the condition ot their 
families, the exploits of their sons, and the marriages 
of their daughters; or to their domestic circum
stances, such as herds of cattle, harvests of grain, 
and feats of arms against robbers and wild beasts. 
Their highest ideas were probably simple concep
tions of the gods who sent light, heat, and rain j 
who gave long life, abundance of children, prolific 
cattle, and brimming harvests, and who occasionally 
manifested their wrath, in lightning and thunder , in 
devastating tempests and destroying floods, bueh,. 
in all probability, was the general character of the 
festive multitude who sat down upon the grass at 
the great feast to oat and drink vigorously to the 
honour and glory oi. the new Raja.

But the simple details of such a primitive gathor- 
duion dtostim jjig, grateful as they would have proved to a student 
aerations. * qj' human nature, could scarcely have satisfied the 

aspirations of the later Rrahmamcal banns, 01 the 
pro-conceived ideas of the audiences before whom 

The Maiit, BhA- they reeded the ancient story. rl ho age when the 
p :» ^ T d Malta Bh&rata assumed its present form was a period 
Mmoaucy. Gf Brahmanical ascendancy. The divinity of the 

Brdhman caste was powerfully enforced and im
plicitly believed; and those ancient _ sages who had 
rendered themselves famous by their wisdom and 

Contemporary fabled austerities, were reverenced as gods. At the 
^ortuo1510 gara© time the Courts of the Hindu Rajas who ac- 
liajaS' knowledgcd the spiritual supremacy of the Brah

manical hierarchy, were a blaze of Oriental splendour 
' and luxury. The Rajas themselves never appeared, 

before their subjects’ unless arrayed in royal vest-



i n e n t s  o f  c lo th  o f  s o l d  a n d  c o lo u r s ,  a d o r n e d  w i t h  a  a w rm w  of 

p r o f u s io n  o f  je w e ls ,, a n d  s u r r o u n d e d  o i l  a l l  s id e s -  b y  part n . 

t h o  g l i t t e r i n g  i n s i g n i a  o f  .H i n d u  - r o y a l ty .  I n  o t h e r  ~ 

w o r d s ,  a n - a g e  o f  e c c le s i a s t i c a l  p o w e r  a n d  r e g a l  m a g n i 
f ic e n c e  h a d  s u c c e e d e d  to  t h e  s im p le  p a t r i a r c h a l  r u l e  

w h ic h , p r e v a i l e d  i n  t h e  V e d ie  p e r i o d .  U n d e r  s u c h  The 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a s  t h e s e ,  t h e  b a r d s  a n d  e u lo g i s t s ,  w h o  uieiil3 
c h a u n t e d  tine a n c i e n t  s t o r y  b e f o r e  t h e  l a t e r  R a j a s , 11 aUlt!t 
c o u ld  s c a r c e ly  h a v e  r e l a t e d  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  d e t a i l s  o f  

.... o ld e n  t i m e  i n  w h ic h  P r in c e s s e s  m i l k e d  th e  c o w s , a n d  

} V in c e s  t i l l e d  t h e  l a n d ,  O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  e v e r y  

e x a g g e r a t i o n  a n d  e m b e l l i s h m e n t  w h ic h  w a s  i n t r o 
d u c e d  w o u ld  a d d  t o  t h e  a t t r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  l e g e n d ,  fo r  

t h e y  w o u l d  r e d o u n d  t o  t h e  g r e a t n e s s  a r id  g r a n d e u r  o f  

t h e  H i n d u  h e r o e s  o f  o l d e n  t im e ,  t h e  f a th e r s  o f  t h e  

v e r y  m e n  w h o  w e r e  d r i n k i n g  i n  t h e  s t o r y .  T h o  
t e m p t a t i o n s  w h ic h  l e d  t h e  B r a h m a n i c a l  c o m p i le r s  t o  interest to’ c b  g$-

1 . „ .. . , gerate the re-
e x a i t  t h e i r  a n c i e n t  s a g e s  in  t h e  e y e s  o t  a  l a t e r  g e n e r a -  spenpyatotv, 

l i o n  w e r e  e v e n  s t r o n g e r ; f o r  t h e  f a b l e d  r e s p e c t  p a i d  

t o  t h e  s a g e s  b y  t h e  a n c i e n t  R a j a s  f u r n i s h e d  b r i g h t  

e x a m p le s  fo r  l a t e r  R a j a s  to  f o l lo w  ; a n d  c e r t a i n l y  t h e  

a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  K r i s h n a  w a s h e d  t h e  f e e t  o f  th e .B r& li -  

m a n s  is  t h e  h i g h e s t  g lo r i f i c a t i o n  w h i c h  c o u ld  b e  c o n -
. . . .  , ,  TT. 1 . of tho iin'ih-ceived by the Hindus.

T h e  d e a t h  o f  S i s u p d la ,  w h ic h  f o r m s  a  t h i r d  s e c t i o n  m  Tho death 0f
1 , . Sisupftta an au-

o f  t h e  l e g e n d  o f  t h e  R a j a s u y a ,  b e lo n g s  t o  o n e  o t  t h a t  

s e r i e s  o f  t r a d i t i o n s  r e s p e c t i n g  K r i s h n a  w h i c h  a r e  so 
f r e q u e n t l y  f o u n d  i n t e r l a c e d  w i t h  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  

P & n d a v a s .  T h e  t r a d i t i o n  i s  a p p a r e n t l y  a u t h e n t i c  i n  
i t s e l f ,  a n d  o n l y  d e m a n d s  c o n s id e r a t i o n  b e c a u s e  i t  

s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  g r a f t e d  o n  a n o t h e r  a u t h e n t i c  

t r a d i t i o n  w i t h  w h ic h  i t  h a s  n o  r e a l  c o n n e c t io n .  T h e  Legend of the'
presentation of

s t o r y  i s  a s  f o l l o w s ^  S v S S f ’ 
Now th e  custom Was at the b e g in n in g  o f  a  B ajaS 'iytt to *
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1 7 0  \  ' ¥ffl£ MAHA B it A KATA.

history op declare who was' the  greatest and strongest of all the' Rajas 
^  there assembled, m  order that the Argha m ight be given to

. — - h im ; and Bhfshraa, as raler of the feast, declared that, the
t o 'L r a w ivr’11 honour was due to Krishna,, who was the greatest and 
Wrath of Sisu- strongest of them all:. .Bat Sisupaia, the Raja of ( hedi, u a « 

exceedingly wroth w ith Krishna, for when he-was betrothed 
to the beautiful Rnhrnim, Krishna bad carried her away and 
-made her his own wife, So Sisup&la arose and threw tlio 
whole assembly into an uproar, and ho said w ith a loud 
voice the honour he due to  age, it should have been
given to  Yasudeva; if  it. be due to  him who has the greatest 
Raj, it should have been ‘given to  Raja D rupada; if it be 
due to  the youth of loftiest mind, it should have been given 
to Raja Duryodhana ; if it be due to the greatest preceptor, 
it should have been given to Drona ; and if it  be due to tlio 
greatest saint, it should have been given to  Vy&sa: But 
shame be upon this- assembly, who hath given that- honour 
to a cowherd, who was the m urderer of his own Baja.” 

rhrwiarsfau- Having- thus spoken, Sisupdla and. Mb friends who were 
wouik»iK»utiw with him  made a great tumult. Yudhishthira and BMshma 

then reasoned, with. Sisupala, bu t he would not heed their 
words, and drew his sword, and threatened to slay all tho 
guests and spoil the sacrifice. Yudhishthira and his brethren 
then rose to fight against Sisupdla, but Bhdskma withheld 
them ; and Sisupala in  his rage abused Blushina and Krishna 
in such opprobrious terms that th e  whole assembly were-'- 
alarmed. A t last Krisl.ua said:— “  I  have hitherto restrained 
my hand, because th is man is m y  own kinsman, b u t I can. 

skupiUtt be- bear w ith his words no longer.”  And thus speaking- he 
chakro o f tl113 whirled his chakra, -furiously a t Sisupala, and severed his 

head from his body i arid Sisupala fell dead upon, the ground, 
and his sons carried away his body and burnt i t  upon the 

E-ii-jasiiya rif funoral pile. Thus Krishna saved the  Rajasiiya of Yudlush- 
. ^voauyl‘am thira by  the slaughter of Sisupdla; for had Raja Yudhish- 

fte ma‘ thira been set at defiance by a Raja who had no t .been con
quered, the Rajasdya would have been imperfect- and of no 

Point of Pie fore- ..KGVlg Itlirerul;
of l lio Avjfhato The forego.'ng story turns upon the presentation



of ilio Argha' to Hio greatest Chieftain present at the ihptorvoi- 
liajasiiya ; the Argha being a respectful gift, such as S u ,  
fruit and flowers, or milk and honey, which the 
llindiis are still accustomed to offer to an idol, or to Arsl3a' 
a Br&hmaU, or to a 'bridegroom on his wedding day.
Tile legend is at variance with, the mythic account neowpâ v bP-

e  , n " r  „ " r tweeri the legend
P* the pavilions from winch the .Rajas are said to SjJRSMSSfcio 

■ haye beheld the sacrifice; but this contradiction can- 
not be said to prove anything, as it is derived from 
a mythical source, A stronger suspicion arises from 
1 he feet that the story is perfectly in accordance with JK toTi^& 
tire traditionary accounts of the assemblies of the traditions i-eti.-r- 

Yddavas, but has no parallel in the traditionary ac- ^ | ^ bV 
counts of the councils of the Kshatriyas of the royal 
house of Bharata, which indeed are generally cha
racterized. by an observance of order and law. Then f C S f t r ’ 
again no trace of such custom, as that of presenting t & S f i  
the Argha to the most distinguished Chieftain at such j*Wa.thc Kl 
ftn assembly, appears in the ancient ritual of the 
.feajasuya, as preserved in the Aitareya Brahmanam.
On the contrary, the KajasiVya was a ceremony ex
pressive of the superiority of the Raja who performed 
the sacrifice.-; whilst the custom of offering the Argha 
as a token of respect or act of worship belonged to p“ is‘ 
t.ne Buddhist period, and was essentially a form of 
worship antagonistic to that of sacrifice. That f-'Xfi Ifrf11'0 

. Slsupdla was killed at some festival of the Yddavas f:
is by no means Unlikely, and more than one such 
tragedy will be noticed hereafter in the traditionary 
history of Krishna j and the only question that re- tv  le^d. a 
mains is the reason why the Brahmanical compilers 
grafted, such a barbarous incident upon the. traditions 
of the Kshatnyas.

i  he whole legend, however, as it appears in the “ f onor

V i.--T H IS SAJAStJYA GY Yl.'DIUSHT.JIiilA, I T !  ;
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history  o r  M n M  B h a r a t a ,  is  l e a v e n e d  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t l i e  (IB 

pi:;.; m  v in e  n a t u r e  o f  K r i s h n a ,  a s  a n  i n c a r n a t i o n  o f  V i s h n u ;

.. ....... whilst Sisupala is said to have been bom with three
eyes, a fable which at once converts him into a 
representative or incarnation of Siva. For a long 
period the opposition of the worship of Vishnu to the 
worship of Siva desolated India with persecutions 
and civil wars; and the ancient legend has been 
converted into a myth to Indicate both the opposition 
of the two deities, and the superior might of Vishnu. 
The Argha was a token of worship. By denouncing 
the presentation of the Argha to Krishna, Sisupdla 

Theehaiu*aof virtually denounced the worship of Vishnu; and his
Krishna mi ran- "1, V . * ;
wiu>fho extraordinary death is thus treated as a manifestation
vishmi, 0£ p[1G wrath of Krishna, as an incarnation of

| Vishnu, of whom the chakra is a distinguished 
! symbol.8

e.) jvaioim The jealous wrath of Durvodhana forms the con-
.s ’iiili of Our- "
yudhatia. elusion of. the story of the Kajasiiya ; but whilst the 

envy of the Kaurova Chieftain at beholding- the suc 
cess of his rival kinsmen is perfectly intelligible, Iris 
anger is said to have been excited by circumstances 
which can only be regarded as fictions of a later.age. 
This conclusion will at once be obvious from the 
story, winch Is as follows:—

Dnryodhaoa'a When the sacrifice had been fully accomplished, Duryod- 
hana entered the place where it had been performed, and 

dva-pmtha. saw vei.y many beautiful .things that he had never beheld hi 
Mistakes a Jus own Raj at Haatinipur. Amongst other wonders was a
square of orys- , BMBlHpflp
tea tor rea! a * . r’~
wa'teT' |  » The chakra, or sharp-edged quoit, was tho peculiar weapon of Vishnu, and

|  is'invariably placed in one of his four hands. At a subsequent period the chakra 
I was converted-into, the prayer-wheel of the Buddhists. The subject however be-.
! longs more directly to the history of the religion of the Hindus, under which .head 

it will he considered in a future volume.

r^m§»m' % AAy lyiiAytyPif' ■ If llAlfi-i- If ■
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square made of 'black crystal, which appeared to the eye of history ©fit 
JDuryodhatiu, to be clear w ater; and as he stood on the mar- f ^ ’n, 
gin lie began to draw tip his garments lost they should be --t  
wetted,; and. then throwing them off he plunged in to bathe, 
and was struck violently on the head against the crystal.
Then he was very much ashamed and left that place imme
d ia te ly a n d  coming to a lake of clear water, he thought it 
was black crystal and boldly walked into it, and would have t e ^ ; 
been drowned, had he not been, dragged out.by the servants 
of Baja Yudhisbthira. Then the servants brought him new. ; v  
clothes, and he walked very warily.; and the four brethren j Wurtava* 
of Yudhishtitira saw him, and begun to laugh at his walking.
Duryodhana was then very wroth,: but he would not look at 
them, and ho said nothing to them, and he sought to come 
away from that place; and it.so  happened that he tried to 
go out at a false door, and struck his head very violently in 
trying to pass quickly through it. After this he found his 
way out of the palace and returned to the city ot Lias- 
iinapur, and told his father, the Maharaja, all that . had 
occurred.

It is somewhat singular that the foregoing story -the foregoing 

is not only a fiction of a later age, hut seems to have 
been borrowed from the M ussulmans. A legend is imLm 
preserved in the Koran that when the Queen of 
Sheba paid a visit to Solomon, she was conducted 
by the Hebrew King into a room floored with glass, 
upon which she thought that the glass was water 
and lifted up her robe.9 That the early colonists at 
Indra-prastha should have arrived at such a high 
pitch of art as the story would seem to imply ap»

» Koran, chap, xxvii. Sale's translation. According to Arab commentators 
the logs of the Queen of Sheba were covered with hair like those of an ass; and 
Solomon -was anxious to prove the fact by ocular demonstration. Subsequently 
the Queen is Said to have renounced idolatry, and to have professed Islam; and 
Solomon thought of marrying her, but would not dp so until the hair had been re
moved. See Sale’s notes on the passage.
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Hismyur or pears' wholly incredible ; but that the unscrupulous 
part is. -compilers should have borrowed tire idea from, the 

i'iw*!)»mty «r early Mussulmans is by no means- unlikely; although 
S r S t t ” it is possible that the fable might naturally arise in 
wium' ' * the mind, of any imaginative people on first behold

ing a commodity like glass, which bears so strong a 
resemblance to solid water.
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THE GAM!!LING MATCH AT HASTINAPUB.

The celebration of the Raiasuya had raided the h is t o r y  o f  

fortunes of the P&ndavas to the height of human j,AKt 
prosperity; and at this point the universal concep- 
tion of an avenging Nemesis, that humbles the proud Nc~ ’ 
and easts down the mighty, finds M l expression in 
tile Hindu Epic, The grandeur of the Eajasiiya, Duryoaiin*,• ° . , , . jeaJo«sM|h(!
and the sovereignty which it involved, exerted th e ^ |^ , :y ^ s 
jealousy of Duryodliana, and revived the old feud ihdS & . 
between the Kauravas and lYuidavas. Duryodliana 
plotted with his brother Duhs&sana and his uncle 
Salami, how they might dispossess the Pandavas of 
their newly acquired territory; and at length they 
determined to invite their kinsmen to a gambling 
match, and seek by underhand means to deprive 
Yudhishthira of his Raj.

The specialities of Hindi! gambling are worthy 
of some attention. The passion for play, which. Pastu,i Î hiltriyM- 
ever been the vice of warriors in times of peace, be
comes a madness amidst the lassitude of a tropical 
clime; and more than one Hindu legend has been nnaayadi- 
preserved of Rajas playing together for days, until t̂rowsrebuts, 
the wretched loser has been deprived of everything 
lie possessed and reduced to the condition of an exile f®aiS?f

* .. .. T , , - skill as well ns
or a slave. But gambling amongst the Hindus does ^ 7 ’“01 ;;llt



U*?xS °V 7i°^ abPGar fe*-yo feeen altogether dependent: upon.
part j £ c h a n c e .  T h e  a n c i e n t  H i n d u  d i c e ,  k n o w n  b y  t h e  

A n d c r r t ^ w B a m e  o f  c p u p i m ,  a r e  a l m o s t  p r e c i s e l y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  

m o d e r n  d i c e ,  b e i n g  c u b ic  b a l l s  t h r o w n  o u t  o f  a  b o x ;  

b u t;  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  l o a d i n g  i s  p l a i n l y  a l l u d e d  t o ,  a n d  

s o m e  s k i l l  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  o c c a s i o n a l l y  e x e r c i s e d  

1^ ,e ^ t l i n g  o f  t h e  d i c e  b o x .-  I n  t h e  m o r e  m o d e r n  
lotf  f ct ;  g a r a |  k n o w n  b y  t h e  n a m e  o f  p a s h a ,  t h e  d i c e  a r e  n o t  

c u b i c ,  b u t  o b l o n g ; a n d  t h e y  a r e  t h r o w n  f r o m  . t h e  

h a n d ,  e i t h e r  d i r e c t  u p o n  t h e  g r o u n d ,  o r  a g a i n s t  a  

p o s t  o r  b o a r d ,  w h i c h  w i l l  b r e a k  t h e  f a l l ,  a n d  r e n d e r  

th e  r e s u l t  m o r e  a  m a t t e r  o f  c h a n c e .  I t  w o u l d ,  h o w 

e v e r ,  a p p e a r  f r o m  t f o |f  M a h d  B h a r a t a  t h a t  Y i ic lh is h -  

t h i r a  w a s  i n v i t e d  to  & gam e  a t  c o u p o n .

T h e  l e g e n d  o f  t h e  g r e a t  g a m b l i n g  m a t c h  a t  

H a s t i n a p n r  m a y  n o w  b e  r e l a t e d  a s  f o l l o w s  •

i .f "  -And it came to pass that Duryodhana was very jealous 
of tllu hajasitya that Ids cousin Yudliishthira had performed; 
and he desired in his heart to destroy the P&ndav&s and 
&ain possession o f  their Baj. Now Salami was the brother 

■ few^ur - ' of Who was die mother of the Kaurovas; and he
yodhan*. was very skilful in throwing dice, and in playing with dice 

that were loaded; insomuch that whenever Ini played he 
always won the .game. So Duryodhana plotted with his 
uncle, that Yndhishthira should be invited to a match at 
gambling, and that Salami should challenge him to a game, 
and win all his wealth, and lands.

-A fter this the wicked Duryodhana proposed to Ms father, 
vlntdifplnjfti the MaliAtaja, that they should have a. great gambling -match 
to g m S ,,b* at  Hastinapur, and that Yndhishthira and his brethren 

should be invited to the festival. And the MaMraj'a was 
glad in his heart that his sons should bo friendly with the 
sons of his deceased brother P&ridu ; and he sent his younger 

thofkuationto brother, Vidura,, to the city of Indra-prostha to invite the 
ihdia-prtwtha. Punduvas to the game. And Vidura went his way to the 

city of the Pundavas, and was 'received by them with every'

THIS MAI!A BliABATA.



sign of' attention -and respect. A nd Yudhishthira inquired history of 
whether his kinsfolk and friends at B.astinapnr were fill well P4ET p
in health, and ‘Vidura replied, “ They are all well/'’ Then ...:
Yiddra said to the P£ndavas :— “ Your uncle, the jVfah&raja, is
about, to give a great feast, and he has sent me to invite you
and your mother, and your joint wife, to come to his. city,
and there will Toe a. great, match, at dice-playing.'” W lion Rciudan-y; of
Y adhishthi ra heard these words, he was troubled in mind,
for he know that gaming was a frequent cause of strife, and
that he was in -no way skilful in throwing the dice ; and he
likewise knew that Sftkuni was dwelling at Hastinapur, and
that he was a famous gambler. But Yudhishthira remem- Hi* obligation

©• . . . .  ko obey the
bered that the invitation of the Mahdraja was equal to fhe and
command, of a father, and tha t no true Kshatriya could re- Amge. 
fuse a challenge either to war or play. So Yudhishthira 
accepted the invitation, and gave commandment that on the 
appointed day, his brethren, and their mother, and their 
joint wife should accompany him to the city of fiastindpur.

W hen the day arrived for the departure of. the Pdndavas, 
they took their mother Kiinti, and  their joint wife Draupadi, S J X m'kP* 
and journeyed from Indra-prastha to the city of Hastinapur. DmrMo 
.’■> nd when they entered the city they first paid a visit of ray visits of. ^ u •' _ ceremony to
respect to the Mahdraja; and they found him sitting amongst w«>-
his Chieftains ,* and the ancient Bhxshma, and the  preceptor tHeitfiau ot«d-
Drona, and Kama, who was the friend of Duryodhana, find
many others were sitting there also. And when the Pfm~
clavas had done reverence to the Mah&raja, and respectfully
saluted all present, they paid a visit to their aunt Gandhari ,
and did her reverence likewise. And after they had done Jealousy of tha
this, their mother and joint wife entered the presence of Kaurwfc at. . .  beauty and ole-

: Gdudhdri, and respectfully saluted her; and the wives of the s*™* of iirau- 
Kauravas came in and were made known to  Kunti and 
Draupadi. And the wives of the Kaurovas were much sur
prised when they beheld the beauty and fine raiment of 
Draupadi; and they wore very jealous of their kinswoman.
And when all their visits had been paid, the Pitndavas The Pfedams 
retired with their wife and mother to the quarters which had quarters and re-

. corn; the visits
been prepared tor them, and when it was evening they of their mends, 

vo i,. j, .12
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0,• : '
UlsroiiV oy received the visits, of all their friends who were dwelling st

Hastinapurj i:7'77;7 . ,
■ .... .—- — Now on. the morrow the 'gambling match was to be

Imiibiî ginatich.,played; so when the morning had come, the .Pandavas
bathed and dressed, and left Dr a,up ad 1 in the lodging which
had been prepared for her, and went their way to the palace,

Thop.imiaviis And the P&udavas again paid their respects to their uncle
tije jsa viiioa. the Midiiraja, and were then conducted to the pavilion where

the play .was to be ; and Durybdhaua went with them,
together with all his brethren, end all the Chieftains of the

Saknni ohai- royal house. And when the assembly had all taken their
tinrsi to a jwuiu"' seats, Sakuni said to Yudhishthira :—“ The ground here .has

all been prepared, and the dice are all ready : Come .now, 1
Yuei)if,hthira pray you, and play a game.’'’ But 'Yudhishthira was dis-

inclmed, and replied :—“ I will hot play excepting upon fair
terms; but if you will pledge yourself to throw without
artifice or deceit, I  will accept your challenge.” Saknni

Taunt of Sakutii. said:—ft If you are so fearful of losing* you had better not
ruahisMhtmin play at all,” At these words Yudhishthira was wroth, -and

the olial" replied:—“ 1 have no fear either m. play or war; but let me
know with whom I am to play, and who is to pay me if T

Dtwyodiwna win.” BoDuryodhaim came forward and said :—“ lam tho
EesW*>°* man with whom you are to plav, and I shall lay any stakes
Days. agamst your stakes; but my uncle Baknni will throw the
TudhishtWra. dice for rue,” Then Yudhishthira said j—“ What manner •'.< 4l>, but

of game, is this, where one man throws and another lays the 
stakes ? ” Nevertheless he accepted the'challenge, and he 
and Bakun.i, began to play.

rwfcuTCof the At this point in the narrative it may be desirablepwibluig1 scene 1 -
iu the pavilion, to pa use, and endeavour to obtain a picture of the 

scene. The so-called pavilion was probably a tem
porary booth constructed of bamboos and interlaced, 
with basket-work ; and very likely it was decorated 
with flowers and leaves after the Hindu fashion, and 
hung with fruits, such as cocoa-nuts, mangoes, plan
tains, and maize. The Chieftains present seem to 
have sat upon the ground, and watched the game.
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T h e  stakes may have been pieces of gold or silver, or hwtouy of 
cable, or lands: although, according to the legend- r^ if .
ary account which follows, they included articles of ...........
a far more extravagant and ^imaginative character.
With these passing remarks, the tradition of this 
memorable game may be resumed as follows :—

So YudMabthira and Salami sat down to play, and what- The succession* v* of names,
.ever YudUishthira laid as stakes, Duryodhana laid some
thing of equal value"j but Yudhishfciirn tost every game.
Ht: first lost a very beautiful pearl; .next a thousand bags, {̂ «̂«
each-containing a thousand pieces of gold; next a piece of 
gold so pure that i t  was as soft as wax j 'next a chariot set 
with jewels, and hung all round with golden bells; next a 
thousand war olopL.'ute with golden howdabs set with 
diamonds ; next a lakh of slaves all dressed in good gar
ments ; next a lakh of beautiful slave girls, adorned from 
head to foot with golden ornaments; next all the remainder 
of his goods; next all his cattle ; and then the whole of ’
his Raj, - excepting only thedands which had been grafted nVuiiftS* 
to the Brahmans.1 UramuaBs.

Now when Yudhishthum hud lost his Raj, the Chieftains 
present in the pavilion were of opinion that he should-cease 
to play, but he would not listen to their words, but per
sisted in the game. And he staked all the jewels belonging 
to his brothers, and he lost- -them : and he staked his two sta^s Ms 
younger brothers, one after the other, and ho lost them j. 
and he then staked Arjttim, and BMma, and finally himself, 
and ho lost every game. Then Sakuni said to him *—*
“ Yon have done a. bad act, Yudhishthira-, in gaming away

■' A lath  is a hundred thousand, and a erpre is a hundred laths, o.r ton mil
lions. The Hindu terra might therefore have been converted into English numer
als, only that i t does not seem, certain that the hards meant, precisely a hundred 
thousand slaves, hut only a very large number.

The exceptional rlue-.u in favour of the Briihtnara is very significant. "When 
the little settlement at thdra-pravtha hud been swelled by the imagination of the 
later bards into an extensive Raj, the thought may have enton.-iJ the minds of the 
Brahmanical compilers that in losing the Raj, the Brahmens might, have lost those 
free lands, known as Inaras or jaghoers, which are frequently 'granted by pious 
Rajas for the subsistence of Brahmans. Hence the insertion of the clause.

type < '' ' ' ■' ' ' ' Vpv r :-
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history of yoursolf, and becoming a slave : But how stake you? wife 
PAirf n  Draupadi, and if you win the game you will again, be free /’

•;—1— -------And Yudhishthira answered and sa id :— u 1 will . stake
suk«sDia«- jyraHp ar̂  { » And au  assembled wore greatly troubled
(llerphirfl^s! and thought evil of Yudhishthira ; and .his uncle Vidura 
kaiu-Xws. lc pnt  his hand to his head and fainted away, whilst Bhfslnna 

and Dr on a turned deadly pnlo, and many of the company 
were very sorrowful , but Duryodliana and his brother 
Duhsdsana, 'anti some others of the Kauravas, were glad in 
their hearts, and plainly manifested their joy. Then 
gakuni'threw  the dice, and. won .Draupadi for Duryodhana. 

Otmewi con- Then all in tha t assembly wore in great consternation, 
stemeuon, an(} Chieftains gazed open one another without speak-
iJurv-MiltHTia iiig a word, And Duryodhana said to his nncle V idura:— 
jjodi tolfweoi'1 “ Go now and bring Draupadi hither, and bid her sweep 
VHura protect, the rooms,” But Vidura cried out against him with a loud 
dImpkBw  voice, and said ;— “ Wlmt wickedness is this ? "Will yon 
jJteutWrawasa* order a woman who is of noble birth, and the wife of your 
talked he".ho own kinsman, to become a household slave ? IIow can you 

vex your brethren thus ? But Draupadi has not become 
your slave; for Yudhishthira lost himself before ho staked 
his wife, and having first become a slave, he could no 
longer have power to stake Draupadi.” Vidura then 
turned to the assembly and s a i d T a k e  no heed to the 
words of Duryodhana, for he has lost his senses this day.” 
Duryodhana then sa id :—“ A curse be upon this Vidura, 
who will do nothing that I  desire him.” 

iv.rpirhfi.na After this Duryodhana called one of his servants, and 
rant to iii iiiK desired him to go to the lodgings of the P&ndavas, and bring 
pavilion. Draupadi into the pavilion. And the man departed out, 

and went to the lodgings of the Pdndnvas, and entered the 
presence of Draupadi, and said to h e r :—“ Raja Yudhishthira 
has played you away, and you have become the slave of 
'Raja Duryodhana : So come now and do your duty like his 
other slave g irls /’ And Draupadi was astonished at these 
words, and exceedingly wroth, and she replied Whose 
slave was I that I  could be gambled away? And who is 
such a senseless fool as to gamble away his own wife ? ”

1 i f c  ISO 1 L i e  m a h A b h v r a t a .
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The servant said i-~“ Baja Yudhishthira h .s  lost himself, history of 
and Ms four brothers, and you also, to Eaja Duryodhanu, 
and. you cannot make any objection : Arise,'therefore, and — 1-1-

|  g'O Ajo the house. of the E aja! ” Then Draupadi cried o u t : praujwhre- 
- 1'G o  you now and inquire whether Eaja Yudhishthira 
lost me first or himself first;, for if he played away himself 
first, he coaid not stake me.55 So tho man returned to .the 
assembly, and put,the question to Yudhishthira; but Yud- 
nishthird hung down his head with shame, and. answered 
not a word,

then  Duryodhaua was filled with wrath, and he cried out Du■ijutiMm* 
to his servant Wind waste of words is this ? Go you | m » I a  
and bring Draupadi hither, that if she has aught to say, she If*  
nuiy say b  in the presence of us a l l / ’ And the man essayed 

f to go, but he boh.eld the wrathful countenance of Bluma,
and he was sot® afraid, and he refused to go, and remained Thu sm.uit 
wh.ere he was. Then Duryodhaua sent his brother Duhsli- 
Sana f and Dnhsdsanu went Ms way to the lodgings of Drou- £ dbxmi,? •D,'a,‘’ 
padi and said : '* Raja Yudhishthira has lost you in play 
to Baja Druyodhana, and. he has sent for you : 80 arise now, 
and wait upon him according to his .commands; and if you 
have anything to say, you can say.it in the presence of the 
assembly. Draupadi replied The death of the Kau- 
ravas js uot distant, since they can do such deeds as 
these.” And she roso up in groat trepidation and set out, 
bat when she came near to the palace of the Mahdraja. she 
turned aside from the pavilion where the Chieftains were 
assembled, and.ran away with all speed towards the apart
ments of the women. And Duhsdsaua hastened after her, im *  i  
and seized her by her hair, which was very dark and long, 
and dragged her by main force into the pavilion before all byhermu'‘ 
the Chieftains, And she cried out “ Tako your hands 
from off me I ” But Duhsasana heeded not her words, and
m d  :~ l You slave girl, and slave girls cannot

|  complain of being touched by the hands of men.”
VYhcn the Chieftains thus beheld Draupadi thov hittic* 

doTO) tlieir |c a d a f a *  ^  ; and D rn n p L  e n l d  upot ^  
the elders amongst them, such as Bhlshma and Drona, to !& '& »»* '

I 't'ors-x.
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h is t o r y - ov acquaint her whether or no Baj-a Yudhishthira had gained 
i'.*'IDILr w a y  him self before he had staked her; ba t they likewise

—.I——1-...held down their heads and answered not a. word. Then she
east her eye upon the P&ndavas, and her glance was like the 
stabbing of a thousand daggers, but they moved not hand 
or foot to help h e r ; for when Bhima would have stepped 
forward to deliver her from the hands of Duhsilsana, i  ad- 

oro n&tidavas hishthira commanded him to forbear, and both he and 
Yudjiicithifa to the -younger Pdndavas were obliged to obey the commands 

of their older brother. And when Duhshsana saw that 
Draupadi looked towards the Pdndavas, be took her by the 

waSSaaMdi hand., and drew her another way, saying :— ** "Why, 0  slave, 
ftierStrfj thc are yon turning your eyes about you ? ” And when Kama 

and Saknni heard 'Duhsdsana calling her a. slave, they cried 
o u t W e l l  said ! well said ! ’*

Draup'uii’s Thon Draupadi wopt very bitterly, and appealed to allsolemn a{)p#»i 1 J “ " .
J >.!•'*« ohi'jf" the assembly, saying :—“ All of you have wives and children

of your own, and will you permit me to be treated thus ? I
ask you one question, and I pray you to answer it.” Duh-

Gvoss mttfwgcs Ysana then broke in and spoke foul language to her, and
iHiiistauift ‘ used lier rudely, so that her veil came off in his hands.

• andi XKuybd- , ' i t , ,>*.oriH. A nd Bhim a could restra in  m s w rath no longer, and spoke
vehemently to Yudhisiithira ; and Arjuna reproved him for
his anger against his older bro ther, but Bhima answered
“ I will thrust.my hands into the fire before these wretches
shall treat my wife in this manner before my eyes. ” Then
Dttryodha.ua said to Draupadi:—“ Come now, 1 pray yon,

h; urw’sf-arfui and sit upon my thigh I ” And. Bhima gnashed his teeth,
vo*‘- and cried out with a loud voice :—“ Hear my vow this day !

I f  for this deed I  do not break the thigh of Duryodhana,
and drink the blood of Duhsaaana, I am not the son of
Kuuti: I ”

smiiiey appear- Meanwhile the Chieftain Yidura had .'eft the assembly, 
v" j iiija'hi the and told the blind Maharaja Dhritardshtra all that had taken 
a SKiitoja place that day ; and the Maharaja ordered his servants to lead 
i&tupwu! ami him into the pavilion where all the Chieftains were gathered 
with hiVhi j ' n together. And ell present were silent when they saw the 
prailii.0 lndra’ Maharaja, and the Mohdraja said to Draupadi:-—“ 0  daughter,



'SL
rhv sons have done evil to yon His day . But go now, you history op 
and your husbands, to your own Baj, and remember not r;
what has occurred, and Jet the memory of this day be b lo tted ----------- ---
out for ever." So the Pandavas made baste'with their wile 
Praopadf, and departed out of the city of Hustindpur,

Then Durvodhana was exceedingly wroth, and ho said to rmryodhpa 
Ji.is fa ther:— “ 0  Maharaja, is it not a saving that when nyH^musyiui 
your enemy hath fallen down, he should be annihilated 
without a war ? And now that we had thrown the Pandavas 
to the earth, and had taken possession of all their wealth, 
you have restored them all their strength, and permitted 
them to depart with anger in. their h e a rts ; and now they 
will prepare to make war that they may revenge themselves 
upon us for all that has been done, and they will .return 
"within a short while and slay us all i Clive us leave then, I  propers tin* ro-

J  . , o,%li of b irrs ..! •
pray you, to play another game with;these Pandavas, and lot dtwnŝ woi ««t. 
the side which, loses so  into exile for twelve years : for thus ai«pitie by°  * ■ another gm no.
'and -thus. only can a war be prevented between ourselves 
arid the Pandavas.'” And the Maharaja granted the request 
of his son, and messengers were sent to bring back the 
•brethren; and the Pandavas obeyed the commands of their xtetum oftM 
uncle, and returned to his pre sence; and it was agreed upon 1 
that Yudhishthira should play one game more with Sakuni, The wbmors to 
and that if Yudhishthira won, the Kauravas were to go into fcirenaj,an<ihw 
exile, and that if Sakuni won, the Pandavas were to go into 
exile); and the exile was to be for twelve years, and one year «wf aw A’ 
more j and during that thirteenth year those who Were in 
exile were to dwell in any city they pleased, but to keep 
themselves so concealed that the others should never discover 
them ; and if the others did discover them before the thir
teenth. year was over, then those who were in exile were to 
continue so for another thirteen years. So they sat down 
again to play, and Sakuni had a set of cheating dice as YudiiMitbir*, 
before, and with, them he won the game.

When Duhsasana saw that Sakuni had won the game, .Toyor buhsA- 
he danced about for joy; and ho cried o n t:— “ Now is estab- ' ua' 
lished the Baj of Dury odhana.”  But Tlhima said:— (< Be not wrath of pM 
elated with joy, but remember my words : The day will come

' V II.— THE Cl AMBLING' MATCH. 1 8 3



■ h j s t o &t  op when I will drink your blood, or I  am not the. sop 'o f  
'Fabt' u' Ewnti.’-’ And the P&ndavas, seeing that they had lost, threw
------- — off their garments and put on deer-skins, and prepared to

depart into the forest with their wile and mother, and their 
kuntil remains priest Dhaurava: hut Vidura said to Yndhishthira:—“ Yonr
a t  H»un&|iur.  1 . . .  "

mother is old and unfitted to travel/.so leave her under my 
OctKimn;-’ of care ; ” and the Pandavas did so. And the brethren went 

out from the assembly hanging down their heads with 
shame, and covering their faces with, their garments j but 
Bluma throw out his long amis anil looked at the Kauravas 
furiously,, and Draupadi spread her long* black hair over 

tW" her face and wept bitterly. And Draupadi vowed a vow, 
saying:— ‘f My hair shall remain dishevelled from this day, 
until Bhima shall have slain Duhs&sana and drank his blood ; 
and then he shall tie up my hair again whilst his hands are 
dripping with the blood of Duhs&sana.”

wr«iii.iKyiwr- The foregoing tradition of the gambling match
t̂fhKe saulbiing at Hastinapur is not perhaps so horrible as the he- 

>14aU,h' tions of Bhfmahs encounters with the Asuras, but if 
appeals far more strongly to the feelings; and hut 
for the depraved element involved in the idea of 
polyandry, would form one of the most attractive 

vHhi!ratmllnm blends the Malta Bharata. Throughout tin') nar- 
ifsted'by sJUJlUi* rative .there is a truthfulness to human nature," and a 

truthfulness - to that particular phase of human na-mcr, . * 1
ture, which is prominently manifested by a high- 
minded race in its primitive stage of civilization. 
The real interest of the story begins from the mo- 
ment that Draupadi was lost. As regards the truth 
of this incident there can be little doubt, Amongst 

fjttfoiissy the ancient Kshatriyas, where women, were chiefly 
prized on sensual grounds, such stakes were evidently 

ihwpidi evi- recognized. Draupadi herself, although shocked at 
the result, was by no means unfamiliar with the



idea .*  Slio protested, not on any ground of sentiment history of 
or matrimonial obligation, but solely on a technical S ’m
point of law; and even after she had been dragged "~r........... *
by the liair into the pavilion, and when she appealed 
to the Chieftains, in consideration of their own., wives 
and children, to protect her from outrage, she still 
only asked for an answer to her question:—“ Had 
Yudhishtliira become a slave before he staked his 
wife upon the last game?” As to the treatment 
which she subsequently received, it was simply an 
assertion of the right of ownership which Duryod- 
hana claimed over the wife of his kinsmen.3

The most sensational scene in the narrative is sensational 
the sudden 'appearance of the blind Mah&raia, at the sr«4l«'qai?'' 
critical moment when Draupadi had received th e f e ? ^ &  
worst affront, and Bhfma had uttered his terriblepavlHou* 
vow ot revenger It is easy to conceive that, but for 
this event, swords would have been drawn, and the 
gambling pavilion would have been a scene of blood-

* -European traditions of gambling are by no means free from scandals of a 
similar character, although they were invariably regarded as secret. There is a 
horrible story of a gambler playing away his wife in Mrstinsworth’a romance of 
“ Old St Paul’s,” which is apparently based upon some tradition of the seventeenth 
century. In the eighteenth century the ladies became gamblers, and not unfre- 
qnently P*jd their debts at the sacrifice of their honour. Sec Massey’s History 
of M y  land, Yol. II.

■! An extraordinary interpolation in this portion of the narrative is worthy of 
notice, inasmuch as it affords a striking illustration of the reckless spirit in which 
the Brahmanical “ amngers” grafted their absurd inventions upon the authentic 
legend. Duhshsana is said to have tried to strip Draupadi in the presence of the 
assembly, but, she prayed to Krishna, and the god miraculously interposed in her 
behalf, by so multiplying the number of her under garments, that as last as Dub- 
sfisarut. removed one, another appeared in its room. At a subsequent period in the 
poem, when Krishna was acting as a mortal hero, and. a friend to the f&ndavns,
Draupadi took occasion to thank him for the services he had rendered her in 
clothing her at such a perilous time. The incident is rendered more curious by 
the circumstance that the early fame of Krishna rested upon an exploit of the very 
opposite character, namely, his Inuring carried away the clothes of the daughters 
of the cowherds white they were bathing.

• ®  : v  ■■■ % L
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history of .shod. But in a momeat all was hushed. The au- 
i>m ii thority of the Maharaja was paramount, and no one 

attempted to interpose when the P&ndavas left the 
place at his command. But when they had fairly 
departed for their own city, Duryodhaua remon
strated with his father warmly and effectually; and 
the arguments which he urged are precisely those 
which would be urged in the present day by a lidj- 

T J n p a r S o p i i b l e  put Chieftain. The Pdndavas had received such an 
S fo S S  affront that it was impossible they should either fbr- 
vls!”tiie ™Rrta' give or forget. They would be dishonoured for ever 

if they did not wipe out the insult with blood ; and 
their revenge might prove fatal to the whole house 
of BMrata. There was no other way by which a 
deadly fend could be prevented than by one party 
or the other going into exile, whilst the other re
mained in possession of the entire Rah 

Impressive pie- The concluding scene always forms an impressive
tore ;of tjio da- _ b 0  J . 1
d̂Svwiutf picture in the mind of the Hmdii. All is lost, and 

tlioirosile., _ the Pdndavas are doomed to years of exile. JDub- 
sasana is dancing with joy at the thought that the 
final game was won, whilst. Bhfma is vowing to 
drink his blood. Yudhishthira and his four younger 
brothers are leaving the assembly, covering their 
faces with shame, whilst Bhfma is throwing out his 
long arms as expressive of his rage. But the terrible 
figure of Draupadf, as she dishevels her long black 
hair, is the very impersonation of revenge j and a 
Hindu audience never fails to shudder at her fearful 
vow. that the straggling tresses shall never again be 
tied up until the day when Bhfma shall have fid- 
filled his vow, and shall then bind them up whilst 
his fingers are still dripping with the blood of 
Duhs&sana.
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SECOND EXILE OF THE FANDAVAS— TB E TWELVE YEARS

IN THE JUNGLE.

T he tradition, of the second exile of the P&n* history op 
davas is naturally separated into two portions, f&mu . 
namely :— Tradition of tho

1st.,' The wanderings in the jungle during' twelve >> •
T-nrino ' fl'otn tb(3 fictionyOtllh. of thothirtc til t h

. 2nd, The concealment in a city during the ihir- yea,‘ul wt> hk“' 
teenth year.

These two narratives are widely distinct in their 
origin and character. The story of the twelve, 
years’ wanderings in the jungle comprises some in
cidents which are based upon authentic tradition ; 
but the legend of the .concealment in a city during 
the thirteenth year, so far as the Pandavas are con- 
cemed, is a palpable fiction. These points will be 
fully proved and elucidated hereafter; but for the 
present it will be convenient to bear in mind the 
broad distinction.

Besides this distinction, it should also be noticed 'i 'heory thaf; the. . . . . .  . , , twelve years ofthat there are certain indications in the story of the g^wwe|rt. 
twelve years’ wanderings which lead directly to the Sew  Sr- 
inference that the period of exile was not twelve 
years but twelve months, ihe  incidents of jungle 
life which can be referred to the authentic traditiony< ar- 
are but few in number, and might easily have



h istory  of occurred within the space of a single year. On the 
r££*ii. oilier hand, the story is very largely interpolated

“  ....with mythical details and legends, which are so
wildly supernatural in their character, that they 
may be safely treated as later interpolations. 
Accordingly, it follows that either the term of 
twelve years has been adopted for the. purpose of 
affording sufficient time for the transactions to iiavo 
taken place which are recorded in the myths; or 
that the myths have been introduced for the purpose 
of filling up the more lengthened period of exile. 
The hypothesis that the narrative of. the thirteenth 
year is a later fiction confirms this view. The exile 
for twelve lunar months would not be equal to a 
solar year; and, therefore, it seems likely that this 
fiction of a thirteenth year originated in the idea 
that thirteen lunar months were necessary to the 
completion of a solar year.

fcdg&nii of fho The details of the legend of the twelve years’
twelve yearsex- , , *
8JS!K;d exile are thus divisible into two classes* viz.—
!T!y au0wn‘ 1st, The Mythic.

2nd, The Authentic.
But before attempting to carry out this division, 

it may be as well to glance at the general character 
of the legend; and this may, perhaps, be lest 
gathered from the following narrative

Wntory And it came to pass that the' Pandavas, with their wife
s i t o f  the .. . . t>, ■
lire of the Win- Draupadb and their priest Dhaumya, wandered in thedarns m the V 1 g
jungle. jungle for twelve years, ana they fed on such game as the
viigriniigosi to brethren shot on their way. And they made many pil

grimages to holy places, and fasted, and bathed, and 
performed religions worship j  and they mot with many holy 
brahmans and sages who instructed them in. pious. acts, 
and beguiled them with stories of ancient times, and

V-  .'ISB  THE MAI!A BHARAl’A. . ^ S L
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promised them that the day should ec me whefi they she aid history of 
be restored to the Itaj. Sometimes they pame to verdant b a r 'll 
■places covered with flowers, where the trees were loaded —..pJ--'1 , Changes nt
with fruits, and many curious animals presented them.™ jangle scenery, 
selves ; but at other times violent winds arose and black-pAta." ' • 
eaed the sky with dust; and laid prostrate the largest trees, 
and then the rain would.fall heavily, and the torrents would 
pour down from the mountains like rivers, and the roads 
would become so wretched that all. the P&pdavas, excepting* 

would be unable to move, and the weary Draupadl 
would faint away; hu t then the giant Bhima would carry 
his fatigued brethren and his afflicted wife upon his back 
and shoulders, and under bis aims, and walk on as before.

Tire;general character of tlio mythical portions 
of .the legend of the exile is indicated in the fore- [l^warthi- 
going paragraph ; but in - the present instance somelh!' 
more particular description is necessary, as the 
myths occupy a very large space in the Mahd 
Bluirata, and are not wholly devoid of historical 
significance.. It has already been seen that in addi- 

' tion to the Bra hmanical bearing of the Main!matten 
Bhar.ita, there is ail underlying .effort throughout 
the poem to ascribe a divine origin to the Pandavas, 
and to associate them with the gods of the Hindus.
In the story of their birth if is plainly asserted that 
Paridu was not their real father, but that they were 
directly begotten by the gods ; .that Yudliishthira 
was the son of Dhaniia, that Bhima was the son of 
Vayu, and that Arjuria was the son of Indra, whilst 
iNakula and Sahadova were the sons of the two 
Aswins. Accordingly, in the legend of their twelve t*>
years’ wanderings, a number of additional myths MAteWe 
have been inserted to confirm this relationship and an&cn t ;wds of

• / * pi'll j i /» * i . . i m i-a the Hindus.association, 1 hose myths iurnish a striking ilkis- 
tration of the wide difference between the mental
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msTouT 03? culture of the European and that of the Hindus, 
pjuit ii. To the former they must appear childish and un~ 

7~ meaning, but to the latter they are highly attract
ive, for they serve to amuse the dreamy and in
dolent intellect of the Hindu, whilst gratifying his 
religious instinct with the idea that he is storing up 
in his memory a rich stock of pious legends and 
divine mysteries.

myt?ises % A few samples of these extraordinary myths may 
piniiogue be- no w be exhibited in a bare outline. On one occa-
S.yveen l  uumalx- . ,

sion Yudhishthira was accosted by a divine being, 
soa'iiied ;;oo IT who subsequently turned out to be bis mythical 

father Dharma, or personified goodness. Dharma 
asked him a number of sphinx-like questions re
specting human life and Br&hmanism, all of which, 
were answered by Yudhishthira in a spirit of Brah- 

intoview be- nmnieal wisdom. Blifma in his turn met - with*ween Blihtia , ..
tiuf Hanuman, the monkey boro of the K am ay an a, who
t e ’thBajnii. was mythically his own brother, as both were the 
« u ,,,lwlm£4jd sons of V&yu, or the wind. Bhfma, by virtue of his 

parentage, was proceeding along as swiftly as the 
wind; so that the earth trembled at Ids velocity, 
the largest trees were -shaken to the ground, and. 
one touch of his toe killed every lion, tiger, or wild 

h»rmraan’s elephant that sought to obstruct his passage. The
and attention of Hanuman was attracted by these mar

vels, and he obtained an interview with his mytv . 
brother, by shrinking himself to the size of1 me 
smallest ape, whilst swelling out his tail to such an 
enormous bulk that it effectually stopped the pro
gress of Blum a. Hanuman then related to Bhfma 
the whole story of the Riim&yana, and swelled out 
his body until it was as lofty as the Vindhya mourn 
tain, and shone with a yellow radiance like that of
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molten gold. By Ilaimmaiia aid Bfu'ma made Ids history of 
w a y  to the gardens of Kuvera on tire Himalaya dsi W. 
mountain, and there he found, flowers .which had a bum

i  , , to fcbe gardens
thousand petals, and which had been eagerly de- 
sired by Draupadf because their smell was so de
licious that it would make old people young again, 
and convert sorrow into joy,

• But of all the myths which have been introduced 
for the sake of associating* the IMndavas with, th e Amm- 
gotls, none are so1 famous as those which refer to Ar-
j.una:, tho fabled son of India, who was himself the 
sovereign -of the Vedie deities. Arjuna' proceeded Aijunapraotta 
to the Himalaya mountains, by the advice of his 
mythical grandfather Yyasa, for the sake of per- 
forming such penances as should propitiate the gods, pont. . 
and induce them to grant him celestial weapons 
Which would ensure him the victory over Duryod- 
harm and the Kauravas. On reaching the Mandara 
mountain he heard a voice in the sky calling upon 
him to stop; and Inclra appeared in all his glory, Into refers 
and promised to give hmi the divine weapons pro
vided ho succeeded' in propitiating the god Siva.
Arjuna then entered upon a course, of austerities so Arjiikates S£v», who
severe that' Siva was perfectly gratified, but proved 

’ the valour of his w orshipper by taking upon himself 
the form of a mountaineer and engaging Arjuna in 
single combat. Arjuna, unable to make any im
pression upon his enemy, at length discovered the 
deity, and prostrated himself at the feet of Siva; 
upon which Siva gave him one of his most powerful »* weives a wea-

„ ' 1 pen ft™ Siva.
weapons. Subsequently the gods of the four quar- me «o<b or the 
tors of the universe—Indra, Yama, Varuna, and 
Kuvera—presented themselves to Arjuna, and re- witĥ r e 
spectively furnished him with their own peculiar



h is t o r y  o p  weapons. Arjuna was then carried a-way in Indra’s 
Pari nr. chariot to the city of Amar&vati, 'which is the 

heaven of Indra. There he spent many years in 
ih e ttn ^  practising the use of arras * and at length was sent 

by Indra to make war against the Daityas of the 
sea.

The mythic account of Arjana’s wars against the 
lke.Sty;w °r Baity as of the sea, is also worthy of notice if only as 

a creation of the imagination. On approaching the 
coast in a chariot which flew through the air,.Arjuna, 
beheld the sea rising in fast heaps, and saw ships 
laden with rubies, and fishes and tortoises as large as 
mountains. He blew his war shell and the Daityas 
trembled with fear, but in return, they sounded their 
drums and trumpets so loudly that the monsters of 
the deep leaped above the waves. Thousands of 
Daityas rushed upon him, but he uttered powerful 
mantras as he discharged his arrows, and kept them 
all at bay. They rained fire, water, and mountains 
upon him, but he triumphed in the end and slew them 
all. Then the women came out screaming l i k e  
cranes, but Arjuna passed them by and entered the 
city, where he saw chariots with ten thousand horses 

ortiSEiSf ct*lour of peacocks. Meantime the women
iibmd̂ . were terrified at the rolling of his chariot, and fled to 

their houses, whilst the noise of their ornaments re
sembled the falling of stones upon a mountain. After 
this victory Arjuna returned to India, and was re
warded with great praises.; and the; sovereign of the 
gods presented him with a chain of gold and a diadem, 
and with a war shell which sounded like thunder. 

paM tilr1' These extravagant myths, unmeaning as they 
S i" 1* appear in themselves, are not without historical sig

nificance, when considered in connection with the

t h e  m a« a  b h a r a tA1 1



age in  which the; Maha Bluirata assumed its present mmi<v of 
form, It was an age of Brahmanical revival': an age PI„ g. 
when the Brahmans appealed to the old .national 
gods of the Hindus against the practical atheism of Hihkhhhh-

i , , ‘ ,  .  . i  1 , , ated with tin'the .Buddhists; an age when the. national traditions °M«ati->»iai 
were remodelled, and ancient forms o£ worship were 
restored, for the purpose of enlisting the sympathies l,utkUusm- 
of the masses against the Buddhistic hierarchy, and 
re-establishing the caste supremacy of the Brahmans.
Under such circumstances the object of the Brah- 
manical compilers in inventing these absurd myths 
is sufficiently obvious j they desired to associate the 
ancient gods of India with the favourite heroes of 
the Hindus, The mythical wars of Arjuna against Warn ol’AtJiraa 
the .Daityas would also appear to be not without )h;t,y»s i.vpru 
significance,.• if the Daityas may bo identified with 
the Buddhists ; and this identification is not wholly BucMh!sta‘ 
without foundation. The Daityas possessed horses 
of the colour of peacocks, and peacocks are especially 
the sacred emblem of the. Buddhists. Moreover the 
statement that the. Daityas inhabited the islands of 
the sea is in perfect accordance with this view; as 
the Buddhists certainly took refuge in Burraah and 
■Ceylon when driven out by the Brdhmans from the 
great Indian- peninsula.

Having thus disposed of these ' somewhat dis- fad. 
tracting. myths, it is refreshing'to return to the more 
authentic and natural traditions of the exile of the S£atimlstha1, 
IMndavas. From the simple incidents which follow, 
it woulo. seem that the Pdudalv&s never strayed to their 
a great distance from thoir Raj and that they only ^  
moved about in search of game, residing" in some 
temporary hut or booth which they probably con
structed for themselves. They were accompanied im the

I  $  VOL. I. 13  ' iWlgrl0,
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msToiiY Oi’ bv their wiiif -Braupadf, and are said to have also
• IN DJA **' , 'I'xm n. taken their priest Dhaumya with them ; but th< • 

” ' references to the latter personage are by no' means
satisfactory, nor is his presence in any way necessary 
to the story. Kuntf, as already stated, was left -be
hind at Hastmapur. The five sons of Draupadf ap
pear to have been sent to the house of her. father 
Prupada ; whilst Subliadrd, if she really wore mar
ried to Arjuna, would seem to have returned to her 
father’s, house at Pw&rakd, accompanied by her son 
Ablii many u,

ponftaBuonu The incidents in the jungle life of the P^n- 
davas, which are either authentic in themselves, or 
apparently have reference to actual events, are four 
in number, namely :..-

1st, The capture of lJuryodhana and Kama by 
the Gandharva tribe, and their subsequent release 
by the Pdndavas.

2nd; The Vaishnava sacrifice performed by Dur- 
yodhana.

3rd, Yudhishthira’s dream.
4th, The attempt of Jayadratha to carry off 

Dmupadi.
The first of these traditions, namely, tho capture 

tiw <&$$$': of Duryodhana and Kama by the Gandharva tribe, 
and their subsequent release by the Pandavas, .may 
be related as follows:—

®-,viitioii.ofth(j And it came to pass that whilst; the. Pan davas were 
mftYft™the°ing sojourning in the jungle, Raja Duryodhana desired to spy 

out their misery, and flaunt his own magnificence before 
the |^nalvasUt them. How every three years it  was. the custom for the 

Kaurav&s to go out into the pastures and mark all the calves, 
and to renew the marks upon the cows; and as it was 
known full well that tho Maharaja would forbid them from

19  :1: TMJK MAH V JBHARATA. ^
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goyptg. near the Piudavas, Buryodhana asked  for leave to go history or
out and mark the cattle. And the MuMraja gave Iris con-
pent, and Buryodhana, and Kama, and many of the Kaurovas — — —
departed oat of the city, and after hunting in the jungle
many days, they came near to the spot where the Pdndavas
were encamped. Now on a certain day Buryodhana sent insoienc-aor

f  i f .  . , DiWyittUiariato
on his people to pitch his tent by the side of a great lake, the a*udhar- 
and it so happened that a band of the Gandharva tribe had 
already pitched their tents on the same sp o t; and the serv
ants of Buryodhana came back and told their master. Then,
Buryodhana sent an insolent message to the Gandharvas, andhWupri- 
and ordered them to take up their tents and depart with all Oaudh»fva». 
speed. ,ind the Gandharvas went out and fought against 
Buryodhana, and defeated .him, and took him prisoner, 
together with Kama and many of theKauravas. And some mie w.nd»vas. 
of those who fled went and told the Pandayas that their remootlU1, 
kinsmen'.'had been taken prisoners by the Gandharvas; and 
the 1 ’am lavas went out and fought the Gandharvas and 
utterly routed them, and compelled thorn to restore the 
prisoners they had taken. And Yudhishthira gave a feast- Mortification of 
to the Kanrayas, and called Buryodhana his brother; and ,!"'v 'i,;au3’ 
.Buryodhana affected, to be much pleased, but his pride was 
.humbled, and he was very wroth, and he would have killed 
himself, but tor the hope that the day would come when he 
would bo fully avenged. Buryodhana then returned to the 
city of Hastinapmv, and on a certain day there was a Council 
hehl in the palace of the Maharaja, and Hhishina arose and 
praised the valour of the Piiiidavas and advised "Durvodhana ®9 resentmenti i ,,, J ftt: the public r«-
to make peace with them ; but Buryodhana rose up and 
smiled contemptuously, and left the assembly without speak- ma- 
ing* one word, and Bhfshma returned in great indignation to 
his own house.

The foregoing simple tradition calls for little 
remark, but it is difficult to avoid noticing its curious 
resemblance to a corresponding incident in the YMhEim, 
patriarchal, period of Hebrew history. If will be aES of 
remembered, that when Xjot had been carried awfiv ftasli ofVI 1UJ ;UUJ Wjne<



history of prisoner by the Assyrians, he was rescued by 
p'urfn Abraham and his armed servants, and the victory 
-—  was ceie,brated by a feast of bread and woi-o, I ins

similarity, however, by no means implies that the 
two narratives refer to the same event, but simply 
that such little victories followed by a feast were a 
characteristic of the patriarchal period,

2nd, m s ), The s e c o n d  incident of the exile, namely, the
pwiifomiwl by Yaishnava sacrifice performed by Duryodhaua, ma} 
HiryoOliai.u, related US folloWS *---

jcftiouMdesimof After these things, Raja Duryodhana resolved to eato» 
brate a IMjaMya, that should surpass the Rajamiya of. hxs 

sUya* cousin Yudhishth'ra; and he called to his priest and said -
«  Let all things be got ready for a Kajasdya sacrifice:"*' 

PiMjMjiaod Then the priest answered ’ 0  Duryodhana, yon cannot 
Mnxfjtfmdrud- perform a Rajasiiva whilst the Maharaja is febll alive, and 
lushthira ave w}̂  yQm ^ e m y  Yudbishthim is- also alivo ; but yon may

perform a Vaiahnava sacnfioe> and. all the Rajas who arc 
your vassals may attend i t ; and this sacrifice is as great as 
a RajasdyaA And Duryodhana said:—"  Be it s o t ” So 
all things were made ready for a Vaishnava sacrifice; and 
messengers were sent to summon all the Chieftains belong” 
irng to the Raj that they should attend the sacrifice,

°  Now whilst the messengers were going their rounds, it 
iu l i 'iS to s  came into the heart of Dahsdsana, the brother of JJuryod- 
t to S f f if^ h a n a , to send a messenger to Yudhishthxra, to invite the 

Pdndavas to be present likewise; and the man went his 
way and delivered the message, to Ms .brethren. Then

Miiduuwraf Yudhishthira, ever mild and dignified, thus made reply 
YndbUMUn. „  gach a aacrific0 aa Baja Dnryodhana is about to perform

must redound to the exaltation of the whole house of Bh&- 
ra ta ; but I  and my brethren cannot attend until, the years 

* * * * * * *  t o w  exile bo a c c l m p M  ” BueBMma w »  rtcy m oth , 
ofBhinm, and }ie criea out to the m e s s e n g e r G o  and tell -C-ija 

Duryodhana, that when the thirteen years  ̂are over, Raja 
Yudhhshfchira will kindle such a- sacrifice with his weapous

1 9 6  T O  MAH A 1111 i  BATA.



as will burn up all die sons' o f ' DkritewMtfra.” 1 These history op 
messages were duly delivered to Baja Duryodhana, bu t he i ^ ' n .  
answered not a word.

After this Raja Duryodhana performed the' Vaisbtiava imryodhann.
... , i t , , ■, • • jH<rform the •sacrifice without the city, and distributed, much provisions, wishuava so

und many dresses, and rich gifts; and all those who were 
his: friends said that no one had ever before performed so ©tvers opinions

, ,  , , . . •  ̂ of his friendsgreat a sacrifice, whilst those who were ms enemies said mid enemies, 
that the sacrifice was no t worth one-sixteenth of the 
Eajaiuya of Yudhishthira. And Duryodhana returned - to Roturns to bia. 
his own house in great state, while the eulogists and procession, 
story-tellers went before him and opened their mouths in 
his praise, and celebrated the  deeds of his fathers; and all 
the people came out in great multitudes, and. scattered 
flowers and parched grain along the road before him. A nd Conpratuiahsms
-f*' " A N~ ti . T _ .t'il1" B „ OfKama said to i J u r j o a h a n a B y  the auspicious force ox 
your great destiny you have brought this sacrifice to  an 
end;, and when by your fortunate- power you shall have 
slain the Faiidavas, and shall perform the Rajasilya, I  too 
will bo present and pay you homage.”  Duryodhana an
sw ered:— “ When I have shiin the Phidavas, I  will certainly 
perform the .Rajasuya, and you shall be there to do me 
reverence.”  Then K am a vowed avow , saying:— “ 1 will fco
neither wash my feet, nor eat venison, and I  will say nay ip  
every one who asks me for a favour, until I  have slain 
Aijuna.”  And the spies of the Pandavas earned in telli
gence of all that occurred to Baja Yudhishtlura; and when 
Yudlushthira heard that K am a had bound himself by a Sorrow of Yu<i- 
vow to slay Arjuua, he was very sorrowful, for ho knew that L,s 1,111 u 
the day would come when there would be a great battle  
between Arjuua and Kama.

The foregoing tradition of the Vaishnava saeri- Review of the
/• ,, . * i ,, „ tmcHMou of thenee that was performed by Duryodha.tm throws a1 v * L)ury..idha ne.

1 William the STorman is said to have uttered a similar rough threat to that 
of Bhima. William was very corpulent and confined to his chamber. The French 
King remarked that his English brother was a long time lying in. William re
torted that them should he no lack of tapers at his churching, and he kept his 
word by ravaging France with fire and sword.
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History or clearer light upon th& institution known as the:; JJSfXl . Vs •*••  ̂ _
1‘aet xi. Rajasfiya, inasmuch as it confirms the view that a 

Rajasiiyo. was emphatically an assertion of sove- 
aewaurwhy reignty. Duryodhana, could not assert his sove- 
wRiduotpr- reignty because Ins rattier was still living, and be- 
tefiiorte!,thi,a cause his enemy and rival, Yudhishthira, was alive 

also. Yudhishthira, on the other hand, had been, in 
a condition to perform a Rajas&ya, because he had. 
established an independent Raj at Indra-prastha, 
and had succeeded in conquering all who had op - .' 
posed him. It is, however, difficult to say in what 
respect the Vaishnava sacrifice differed from the 

uonhto w»r«ct. Raiasiiva* The worship of Vishnu appears indeed
HifttheVn.'shna* ;  J  , . . V . .
to sacrifice. to have been of a comparatively modern origin, and 

to have belonged to a period posterior to the age of 
animal sacrifices. Under such circumstances, whilst 
the fact may be admitted that Duryodhana per
formed a sacrifice, the statement that it was a Vaish- 
nava sacrifice may be regarded, as a later interpola
tion.

tod, The third incident of the exile, namely, Yud-
hishtlura’s dream, is mythical m its present form, 
hut still is evidently founded on authentic fact. The 
Pandavas prepared to move to another forest, ap
parently because the game had become scarce in the 
neighbourhood of their encampment; and this simple 

Apwmittya _ incident has been converted into a significant parable 
1 P winch-, bears, traces of a Buddhistic origin. The 

. parable is as follows i—
legend, of tua Now it so happened th a t Yudhishthira dreamed a dream, 
dleam* and in his dream the wild animals of the  forest 'came to  him 
Tho animals of weeping and trembling with fear, and they said, to h im :—
the ju m le  tai- t o  0  , _ .,
plow rudhwh- « \ye are the very few animals that have escaped yoar hands,
Cura toieave. * J r  n

and we therefore pray you to remove to another plane th a t we
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ourselves m ay'be relieved from th e  te rro r of o a r lives, and histoiiy of 
m»y m ultip ly  again as before.”  A nd Y udhish th ira  was moved
with sorrow, and when be awoke lie told his dream to his -.. ..— ——
brethren how that the animals had implored his mercy. So S w  to Spy 
the Pdnclavas went away with their wife Draupadi and priest 
Dhanraya, and dwelt in the forest of Kama, -and took up 
their abode in a hut, which was given to them by a holy 
Rishi who dwelt in that quarter.

The fourth incident in the twelve years' exile, rnffiRatomra 
namely, Jayadratlm’s attempt to carry off Draupadi, m okbrau. 
throws a strange light upon the old jungle life, 
which many Kshatriya heroes appear to have occa
sionally led; in days of yore. The tradition may be 
related as. follows

And it  came to pass that one day the Pdndavas w ent out Jayadratiift; 
to hunt m the forest, and they left their wife Draupadi, with viwt* Dmuimii 
her own consent, in charge of the priest Dhaumya. And it fer husband*, 
happened that Jayadratha, the Itaja of Sindhu, was going on 
.that day with, a great train to Chedipnr to celebrate his mar- 
wage with the daughter of the Raja of that city; and ho passed Palte in lOT,, 
hy the hut, and saw Draupadi standing against a tree, and he Wlth 
was stricken with her beauty; and he said in his h e a r t : —r< If 
this beautiful damsel be not already married I  will go no fur
ther, bu t will espouse her.” And lie sent a, Chieftain who was got,ds a cjsiRr. 
with him  to go and inquire her name and lineage; and the ^rwm’eiSd1 
Chieftain alighted from his chariot and went to Draupadi, and lM163S°' 
inquired, who she was, and told her his own name, and the conversation 
name of Jayadratha,ar>.d also the names of the other Chieftains ohiaftSii tSdi 
Who were with them. Now when Draupadi saw that a strange J ij'ailf,a<l1' 
man was coming towards her, she left the tree, and drew her 
Veil around her ; but when the Chieftain had finished speak
ing, she Caine forward and said:—-“ As there is neither man 
nor woman near, I  must myself answer your questions : But 
I know who you are; your father is Raja of Sauraahtra, and 
Juyadratha is my kinsman, for he has married Duhsala, who 
is the daughter of .Maharaja Dhritarashtra : I  am Draupadi, Drauparuv tm>p 
the daughter of Raja Drupada, and the wife of the five fies.d ho' |hUH'



Jihtohy op Rajas -of Indra-.prastha : Mv husbauds have cone oat to huntINDIA , *• '■'J 1
part ii. m the forest, but they will soon, rethm-.: Alight, therefore, 

^yadmtih*mi- of you. for Raja Yudhishthira will be gladdened at. yonr
ters the imt. coming, aud will prepare a feast for■ you.” So the man 

'wont and told Raja jayadratha all 'that she had said ; and 
J&yadratha got down from his chariot, he and six: Chief bairns 
who were with him, and entered the house like a jackal 
entering a pagoda. And Jayadratha asked Draupadi if all 
"ras well with her and her husbands; and she replied th at 
all was well. And Draupadi desired that he would take, 
a seat, and she offered to bring water to wash hie. feet, say
ing:—“T he Pandaras will soon, return with plenty of vein son, 
and Raja Yudhishthira will rejoice to make you welcome.’’

His wicked pro- Then Raja Jayadratha said to her :— (< Put Y ourself to no'’ 
R0*al* to Bran- , , . ' . , ,pads. trouble on my account, but ge t you into my chariot, that we

may be happy together: The ..Panda,vas have lost their Raj, 
and have become vagabonds in the jungle; so do' not waste 
your attentions upon such husbands as these, hut leave them 
to themselves and come with me, and 1 will make yon. my  

E-wreofDrau- I t f e t”  Then Draupadi knit her brow and arose-in anger, 
and sa id :— “ Get you gone to your own land, for tny hus 
bands are Rajas' of great renown, "as deadly, as serpents, and 
as powerful as India. Would you attack a, wild elephant 
with a staff, or arouse, a sleeping lion with a switch ? Would 
you kick a tiger with your foot, or stroke a venomous ser
pent with your toes ? Yet such will my husbands be unto 
you, unless- you depart with all speed to your own homed’ 

uer curses and Then Raja Jayadratha tried to soothe her, bu t she heeded not 
his. words, bu t poured, forth curses upon him, and threatened 
him with the arrow of Arjuna, and the raaoo of BMmu, and 
the wrath of all her husbands. And the Raja put forth his 
hand, and took hold of her garm ent; and she struck him 

jayn-ittHMk c*r> with her fist and knocked him down. Then the Raja arose 
pad||uW^ j and seised her with all his strength, and placed her in .h is 
folm* Jy 'u'iai chariot, while she shrieked and cried out to the priest 

Dhaumya for help and succour. And Dhaumya came 
icthairfjtlfco?.- out and said 0  Jayadratha, you are breaking the good 
lying aday off" old laws of the Kshatriyas, for by those laws you cannot take
women.
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away this woman until, you have vanquished all her hns- msroaY oi?; 
ban do.”  But the Baja, heeded not his words, but placed n.
Draupadf in hie own chariot, and drove away, and the o ld — -----
priest followed after him weeping and lamenting.

All this while the Pandavaa had been hunting in the 
forest, but Yudbish bidra had seen many evil omens, and 
before the day was half spent, he persuaded his brethren to 
return Now as they approached the hut they did not see %cPAmitoviw 
.Draupadf, but they beheld her little maid lying upon the 
ground and weeping violently j and the maid .told thorn how cumci.
Baja jayadratha had carried away Draupadf, like-a dog who 
has seized the sacrificial meat, and she pointed oat the way 
he had m e ,  and the marks of Ids-chariot-wheels. Then the PuwuiiofJayR.& ■' , aratfia.
Pandavas set off in hoi haste, and soon approached their
enemy, and so discharged their arrows that many of the
Chieftains were killed. And the heart of Jayadratha Was jaymirotha

-is ,* i - abandons Draftsfilled with dismay, and. ho sot down Draupaat from ms tads and seeks " , . . t i • t to es’.ape.
chariot,, and drove with all speed to a thicket which was 
hard by. Then Bhfma said to Yudhishthira:—“ Go home 
now with Draupadf, and with our brothers, Nakula and 
hahaideva : As for me, though Jayadratha fled to the caves 
beneath the earth, hud had Indra himself for his charioteer, 
he should not. escape my hands.” Yudhishthira replied :—
“ 0  my •brother, Jayadratha has been very wicked, but he Yndhtatthira’s 
has married the'sister of Duryodhana, and we may not kill domcmy ' 
oar kinsman.”  But Draupadf was mad with anger at these w^& of D«wt- 
wordsj and cried in a loud voice to Bhfina and Arjirna 
“ I f  you have any regard for me you will slay this Jayadra
tha : He is the worst of Rajas and the vilest of men : The 
most exalted of all the ancient sages has said that the man 
who carries off the wife of another in times of peace must 
be pursued and put to death, 'even though he desist from his 
wicked purpose.” Draupadf then returned to the hut, Retmn of Yu<i-

jl j. a bishl hh'a witjli
accompanied by Yudhishthira and Nakula and Sahadeva. iv, i wii.

When Bhfma and Arjirna. heard the words of Draupadf, 
their wrath was kindled greatly against Jayadratha, and 
they pursued him hotly, and taunted him with his prowess 
in running away with their wife, and. called upon him to turn
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